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chapel...
Check out our special Gay and Lesbian Weddings section, including 
editorial, book reviews, opinion, statistics, and business listings. 
Photo by Dawn E. Roscoe from the book Capturing Love: The Art 
of Lesbian & Gay Wedding Photography. 
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Nine states (Connecticut, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New York, Washington and Vermont) 
and Washington, D.C., permit marriage for same-sex couples. 
In 2012, the legislature in New Jersey passed a marriage-
equality bill, and work is now underway to override the gov-
ernor’s veto. 
 New Mexico and Rhode Island explicitly respect out-of-
state marriages of same-sex couples, while eight states now 
offer broad protections short of marriage. Delaware, Hawaii, 
Illinois, New Jersey and Rhode Island allow civil unions, 
while California, Oregon and Nevada offer broad domestic 
partnership. Two other states (Colorado and Wisconsin) have 
more limited domestic partnerships. 
 With these advances, a record number of residents live in 
states that recognize relationships between same-sex cou-
ples: 
 Nearly 17 percent of the U.S. population lives in a state 
that either has the freedom to marry or honors out-of-state 
marriages of same-sex couples.
 Nearly 39 percent of the U.S. population lives in a state 
with either marriage or a broad legal status such as civil 
union or domestic partnership.
 Over 42 percent of the U.S. population lives in a state that 
provides some form of protections for gay couples.
 —Courtesy of Freedom to Marry
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How marriage equality shapes up in the U.S.
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www.totalpromote.com

Contact: David L. Strzepek 
David@totalpromote.com

Phone:773-505-7794

Join us for Mass on
Sundays at 5pm
Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic Church for 40 years.

I am you...
We are one.

At Dignit y/Chicago,  we a� rm
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I have a 40-pound ivory tulle ball gown hang-
ing in my dressing room waiting to be cleaned 
and preserved. My dining room looks like a Crate 
& Barrel outlet, with gift boxes stacked in ev-
ery corner. I have a shiny new diamond eternity 
band on my left hand. I’m still sunburned from 
the 12 days I recently spent relaxing in the Ca-
ribbean with my lover. If you didn’t know better, 
you’d think I just got married.
 But, I didn’t—at least not in the eyes of the 
Illinois government. I’m gay, so the best I could 
do was get a civil union. I could spend all the 
money I wanted on a fancy wedding—a three-
course meal for my 160 guests, $400 designer 
shoes that I just had to have, the perfect shade 
of pale pink roses—and I did. But, sadly, no 
amount of money could buy me equality in the 
state where I live.
 My now-wife and I waited as long as we could 
to get our civil union license, hoping against 
hope that the Illinois legislature would legal-
ize same-sex marriage before our wedding. A few 
days before our Jan. 26, 2013 ceremony, we fi-
nally accepted the fact that gay marriage would 
not be the law of the land on our wedding day. 
So, we bundled up and headed downtown to the 
Cook County Bureau of Vital Records to get a 
civil union license.
 That day was so bittersweet. On one hand, it 
was exciting to formalize our commitment to 
each other in a way we’d been planning for the 
last 15 months. It was fun to sign on the dot-
ted line and claim responsibility for one another. 
But, at the same time, being relegated to civil 
union status instead of being allowed to get a 
marriage license (like the ones all of my straight 
friends have) felt, for lack of a better word, 
gross. 
 In our day-to-day life, being gay is nearly a 
non-issue for my wife and me. We can safely 
walk down any street in Chicago holding hands. 
Our families both embrace our relationship and 
are excited for grandkids. We have a vibrant so-
cial circle that includes straight, gay and bisex-
ual people who all have a great time together. I 
am fortunate that in the world I inhabit, being 
gay is kind of old news. As a result, I spend most 
of my days feeling astonishingly normal. I don’t 
think of my relationship as different from or less 
than my straight friends’ marriages—and neither 
does anyone else who I know.
 So, when my then-fiancée and I took the es-
calator down to the Vital Records office on that 
cold January afternoon, it felt like we had trav-
eled back in time to 1952, when separate-but-
equal was perfectly acceptable. I got a knot in 
my stomach while we waited in line. My eyes 
darted around the room, looking at the different 
signs with information about marriage and civil 
union licenses. The simple fact that there are 
two different options and that one of them is 
not available to gay people sends a subtle but 
clear message: You are different and you don’t 
deserve the same treatment as the majority.
 In my head, I was secretly plotting some sort 
of protest. I am not the kind of girl who sits 
in the back of the bus or goes down without 
a fight. My fiancée knows it, too. She looked 
at me, silently pleading for me not to make a 
scene.
 When we got up to the desk, we were greeted 
by a tired-looking African American woman who 
appeared to be in her mid-50s. I said, “We’re 
getting married, but we’re gay, so I guess we 
have to get a civil union license.” That was my 

silently negotiated compromise with my fiancée: 
I didn’t want to get arrested and spend my wed-
ding day in jail, but there was no way I was 
leaving that office without making at least one 
political remark.
 The lady behind the desk responded with the 
unique brand of irritated ambivalence that only 
government workers can muster: “Driver’s li-
cense and date of birth.” We came prepared with 
every piece of documentation we might need 
and handed it over to her. As the Vital Records 
lady clicked away at her computer and asked 
us a series of basic questions like our parents’ 
names and where we were born, she looked up 
at us over her glasses and said: “You know you 
have to have a ceremony for this to be official, 
right?”
 She was talking to a girl who had visited 
12 venues before choosing the perfect one for 
her wedding, who tried on 28 wedding gowns, 
who was forcing her five best friends to wear 
matching pink dresses as bridesmaids, who sent 
out miniature snow globes as save-the-dates. I 
had micromanaged every detail of this wedding 
down to the pale pink welcome cocktail guests 
would receive when they arrived and the exact 
tempo at which the string quartet would play as 
I walked down the aisle. I wanted to shout at 
this poor woman about the hours I spent choos-
ing passed hors d’oeuvres and the number of 
bridal magazines I’d read cover to cover. “Do I 
look like the kind of girl who gets married with-
out a wedding???” is what I wanted to scream at 
her.
 Instead, I just glared and said through 
clenched teeth, “Oh yes, there will be a ceremo-
ny.”
 My anger, while misdirected at a government 
employee, was valid. I shouldn’t have had to 
suffer the indignity of separate-but-equal treat-
ment. Not in a blue state in 2013. We all know 
that separate but equal means not equal, and 
it’s a shame that history lesson is lost on so 
many people. 
 It stung a little bit to bring a civil union li-
cense rather than an honest-to-goodness mar-
riage license to my wedding. But, my wedding 
was an elegant evening filled with delicious 
food, good champagne, stunning flowers, soft 
lighting and beautiful music from a live band. 
It was a night I know my family and friends 
will remember forever. When I woke up on Jan. 
27, groggy from dancing into the wee hours, 
with my one true love asleep next to me, I felt 
married—not civil unioned, not domestic part-
nered—married. 
 As I write this, the Illinois Senate just passed 
a bill to legalize same-sex marriage. I am hope-
ful and confident the Illinois House will follow 
suit and that Gov. Quinn will sign that bill into 
law in very short order. For my sake, I wish they 
had passed the bill a month ago, but I will gra-
ciously accept the Valentine’s Day gift the Sen-
ate has given to the LGBT community in Illinois. 
 I am married in my heart, and no government 
can take that away from me, but I sincerely hope 
that my wife and I are one of the last couples to 
be treated, however politely, like second-class 
citizens at the Cook County Bureau of Vital Re-
cords. I look forward to the day when two gay 
people in love can just stroll into that Washing-
ton Street basement office and ask for a plain 
old marriage license—not separate, just equal.
 Meghan Streit is a Chicago-based journalist.

Civil Unions: 
Separate and 

Unequal to Marriage
By MEGhAn STREiT

Meghan Streit (left) with wife Shira Kollins. Photos by Erin Drewitz (erindrewitz.com).
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thedrakehotel.com     312.787.2200     

Destiny

O u r  t r a d i t i O n  w e l c O m e s  a l l  t r a d i t i O n s .  Make your commitment ceremony truly historic. The Drake 
Hotel offers timeless elegance, unmatched personal service, and a connection to tradition that no other Chicago venue can 
match. Luxuries of the past. Amenities of the present. Hopes for the future.
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Dignity Chicago
Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 n. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org
 At Dignity/Chicago, we affirm 
same – sex unions as loving, life-
giving, and life-affirming.

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic 
Church for 40 years. Join us for 
Mass on Sundays at 5pm.

The Drake
312-787-2200 
thedrakehotel.com
 Our tradition welcomes all tradi-
tions. Make your commitment cer-
emony truly historic. The Drake
Hotel offers timeless elegance, 
unmatched personal service, and 
a connection to tradition that no 
other Chicago venue can match. 
Luxuries of the past. Amenities of 
the present. Hopes for the future.  

Entertaining Company
312-829-2800
www.entertainingcompany.com
 Entertaining Company, Chicago’s 
caterer for 20 years, boldly designs 
every event, from vibrant wedding 
and commitment ceremony cater-
ing to sparkling social event cater-
ing, including backyard barbeques 
and black tie galas. Entertain-
ing Company catering transports 
guests to a bold world of celebra-
tion inspired by a palate of artisan 
ingredients, global traditions and 
colorful settings.

Frank Event Design
Frank J. Andonoplas, Master 
Bridal Consultant 
5555 n. Sheridan Rd., Arcade 
Level 
773-275-6804 
frank@frankeventdesign.com
www.frankeventdesign.com
  Named 2012 Event Planner of 
Year, Gala Award winner Frank J. 
Andonoplas has been designing 

and coordinating weddings for 20 
years. He is one of 69 Master Bridal 
Consultants worldwide, and prides 
himself on personalizing your wed-
ding with incredible details you 
and your guests will be remember 
for a lifetime. 

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the com-
munity for 40 years. Specializing 
in custom design. Jewelry repair, 
watch repair, appraisals, Certified 
GIA diamond supplier. Mention 
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and 
receive 15% off your next in-store 
purchase or $100 off your custom 
ring order.

Keith house
1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings and civil unions in 
the Near South Loop of Chicago. 
1870s historic home, with beauti-
ful original woodwork. Ten minutes 
from downtown, next store to the 
Women’s Park. Also available for 
corporate events, baby showers, 
meetings, art shows, retreats, book 
launches, and more.

Polo Catering
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com 
 Something different: One-stop 
planning for your special day. 
Something wonderful: From start 
to finish, we can plan and execute 
your entire event. Rely on us for 
flowers; upscale custom cuisine; 
music; unique, elegant event and 
banquet facilities; bed and break-
fast facilities; and more.
 With more than a generation of 

service to Chicago’s LGBTQ Commu-
nity, we can plan and execute your 
entire event from start to finish.

Total Promotions, inc.
Contact David Strzepek, 773-
505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Something different: One-stop 
planning for your special day. 
Something wonderful: From start 
to finish, we

Tucker, inc.
5 S. Wabash, Suite 507, Chicago 
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 Established 1935. Jewelry for ev-
ery occasion. Celebrating marriage 
equality for all. Donald Strzepek, 
owner, proud to be part of the 
community.

With more than a generation of service to Chicago’s LGBTQ Community, 
we can plan and executive your entire event from start to finish.

Call us at 773-927-7656 to speak to one of our 
on-site wedding coordinators.

Visit us at www.polocafe.com

Something different ... something wonderful!

Something Wonderful
From start to finish, we can plan and execute your entire event, including:

Something Different
One-stop Planning For Your Special Day

flowers
upscale custom cuisine

music
unique, elegant event and banquet facilities

bed and breakfast facilities
 and more

WINDY CITY
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By TRACy BAiM

Family Pride: What LGBT Families Should 
Know about navigating home, School, and 
Safety in Their neighborhoods is a new book 
by Michael Shelton (Beacon Press). Shelton 
spoke to families from urban and rural areas to 
look at how they struggle against homophobia 
and everyday problems. He looks at how some 
families live “in the closet’ in hostile areas of 
the country, a kind of “passing” that has a cost. 
Trying to be a “perfect” example as an LGBT fam-
ily also comes with a price, he writes. Shelton 
also has recommendations relating to parent-
child relationships, government benefits access 
and fostering tolerance and inclusion in com-
munities.
 From the Closet to the Altar: Courts, Back-
lash, and the Struggle for Same-Sex Marriage, 
by Michael J. Klarman, explores the landmark 
cases defining this issue as well as wide-ranging 
and often unintended consequences. The au-
thor predicts that gay marriage is probably in-
evitable in the U.S. and fairly soon. “However, 
marriage legislation has also impeded other ob-
jectives of the gay-rights movement and comes 

at significant cost, such as sympathetic Senate 
candidates losing their bids and state judges 
having lost their jobs,” according to the book. 
“The lives of millions of Americans have been 
impacted by these cases and millions more will 
be fundamentally changed by how we proceed 
over the next decade. Every American, on either 
side of the debate, should know how we came to 
such a turning point in our history.” 
 Chicago author and artist Philip D. Luing 
made a public proposal of marriage to singer/
songwriter Charles Stephen Hughes, his domes-
tic companion of nearly 14 years, by publish-
ing a collection of poetry and prose he’s writ-
ten for Hughes from 1998 to 2012. The book is 
illustrated with Luing’s paintings. Published by 
BookBaby.com as an e-book, the collection is 
entitled Bliss: A Marriage Proposal for Charles 
Stephen hughes. The book’s inscription reads 
“a collection of poetry, prose and paintings that 
culminates in a marriage proposal, private in 
nature, but made public here for all to read be-
cause the personal is still political.” Luing was 
an active member of NewTown Writers, Chicago’s 
oldest LGBT writing group, for almost 20 years. 
See www.philipdluing.com.

Good reads: Books for couples and families

 

Call Kenneth Woodman at 312.447.8344  
www.entertainingcompany.com

 
Now We Have a Reason to Celebrate

A palate of artisan ingredients,  
global traditions and colorful settings  
make the possibilities endless in the 

“social” celebration spectrum.  
Entertaining Company embraces our  
always original “no-boundaries” roots  
and will design a one-of-a-kind party  

for you and your guests that will be so….you.  
Our approach to event and menu design  

showcases and borrows “best of” influences  
from traditional to trend, simple to exotic – 

 in food, drink, décor and setting. 

Commitment Ceremonies • Corporate 
Social • Holiday • Galas • Weddings 

 
 

Today, Tomorrow  
and Forever

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE
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By TRACy BAiM 

Are there different challenges for photographers 
of same-sex weddings? That’s the premise of a 
new book by Thea Dodds and Kathryn Hamm. 
Capturing Love: The Art of Lesbian & Gay Wed-
ding Photography (Authentic Weddings, $32.95) 
shows ways for photographers to innovate how 
they approach same-sex weddings, to make sure 
to capture the true essence of the celebrations.
 Something as benign as wedding photography 
can indeed be groundbreaking. Ask the folks 
from Weddings Unveiled Magazine. They had 
refused to run an ad for photographer Anne Al-
masy because it featured a lesbian couple. Well, 
after intense pressure, they caved. Publisher 
Terri Ireland and Brooke Thomas wrote this let-
ter of apology: 
 “We are incredibly sad that same sex marriage 
is still an issue in our society. When we were 
faced with the decision of whether or not to 
publish Anne Almasy’s advertisement, we acted 
in a manner that does not reflect our personal 

beliefs. We truly believe that all love is beauti-
ful and that all people have the right to marry. 
You might ask that if we feel that way, then why 
did we make this decision? Honestly, we knew 
that everyone would not share our belief that all 
people have the right to marry. The issue is very 
sensitive and it is also very divided. We knew 
that it was possible that people would be of-
fended if we published the ad and we knew that 
it was possible that people would be offended if 
we did not. We are so sorry that we acted out of 
fear and uncertainty. We had never been faced 
with such a decision and we should have acted 
with our hearts. …
 “We love all weddings. We love all people and 
would never want to anger, offend or disappoint 
anyone. We are deeply moved by the outpouring 
of love and support for Anne. We are so sorry 
that we have disappointed you and we ask for 
your forgiveness. If Anne would still like to run 
her ad in Weddings Unveiled, then we would be 
proud to publish it.”
 But even though they are just weddings, 

same-sex weddings can be a challenge not be-
cause they are controversial, but because pho-
tographers do need to make sure they are not 
falling into stereotypes, of the male-female dy-
namic of photo setups. 
 Capturing Love’s authors are experienced in 
their fields, Dodds as a photographer and Hamm 
as a wedding “innovator” with experience as 
president of GayWeddings.com.
 “I photographed my first gay wedding almost 
10 years ago,” Dodds said in her promotions 
for the book. “And, it wasn’t just the first gay 
wedding I’d worked; it was also the first gay 
wedding I’d ever attended! I had an absolutely 
amazing time, but during the course of the wed-
ding and those that followed, I realized that 
photographing same-sex couples and photo-
graphing them well requires more than a ‘plug 
and play’ approach from the standard wedding 
playbook. Simply put, what works for a straight 
couple won’t always work for a gay or lesbian 
couple. Weddings are changing, and photogra-
phy education needs to change, too.”
 The book is both a how-to for photographers 
and also a photo essay of samples from the work 
of 38 photographers across the country, includ-
ing some from the Chicago area (Maggie Rife, 
Torie McMillan, Dawn E. Roscoe, Denver Smith 
and Ann Walker of It’s Bliss with the cover photo 
of the book). I would have loved to have seen 
some more Chicagoans known for their amazing 
wedding photography, including those who also 
give back by donating their services to non-prof-
its (Kat Fitzgerald, Rick Aguilar and others.) 
 Adi and Michael are a couple photographed by 
Dawn Roscoe. In the book, Roscoe talks about 
how she had used a traditional pose, which can 
also work. As GayWeddings.com notes on their 

Website: “The two men met in graduate school 
at the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill. They now live in Chicago, where Adi works 
as a research scientist at Northwestern Univer-
sity’s Feinberg School of Medicine, and Michael 
works as a speech language pathologist at All 
Bright Therapies. They got married in the cha-
pel at Northwestern University, and held their 
reception at a restaurant in Evanston.”
 The book’s cover photo, by Ann Walker, fea-
tures the wedding party posing at North Avenue 
Beach in Chicago, offering the simplicity of a 
horizon “and the steadfast strength of commu-
nity,” as the authors state, “this, we contend, 
is one of the true opportunities available when 
working with same-sex couples.”
 The book also includes a glossary of terms, 
including “Chosen Family,” “Bisexual,” “Gender 
normative,” and “Transgender.”
 This manual for photographers is actually 
something I would hope any photographer 
would use as a learning tool. After all, straight 
wedding photography could benefit from a fresh 
approach, too. 
 See www.capturingloveguide.com.  

How to ‘capture’ the love:
Book gives advice on wedding photography

tucker, inc.
Chicago
Est. 1935

Jewelry for every occasion
Diamonds  *  Jewelry  *  Executive Gifts

Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

Donald Strzepek, proprietor
Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

HERS

HIS

For every detail...for every memory. 

FrankEventDesign.com 773.275.6804
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Cover of Capturing Love. Photo by Ann Walker.

Photo by Jen Lynne Photography. Photo by Maggie Rife. Photo by Dawn E. Roscoe.


