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Wow, with each installment of this guide (this being the fifth), we’ve seen a drastic shift 
in the marriage equality movement. In the first installment, same-sex marriage had 
been passed in Illinois, but was not yet the law of the state. By issue number two, that 
had changed and Illinoisans we’re getting married-married all over the state (even in the 
downstate counties). The third issue saw this change in Illinois as another ripple in the 
growing wave of change sweeping the nation. How fitting, then, that in this fifth issue, 
marriage has just become—simply—marriage. No more “same-sex marriage.” No more 
state-to-state uncertainty. No more backseat. Marriage equality is the law of the land!

But even though our covenants are now given equal legal standing, the LGBT clientele 
still boasts a vibrant, unique attitude and it’s important that those businesses you 
employ in planning your special day get that. Here’s hoping this guide helps. 

Congratulations!
—Kirk Williamson, editor

4-star hotel • 4-star service in beautiful downtown Evanston
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Contact: Lisa Lauren, Wedding Specialist | lisa.lauren@hilton.com
847 556 7940 | orringtonevanston.hilton.com

WEDDINGS AT THE HILTON ORRINGTONSparkle

Don’t miss the North Shore Boutique Bridal Fair on Thursday, February 25!
northshorebridalfair.eventbrite.com for tickets and more info
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We asked readers to send in photos of their weddings to share with the community. 
What we received was a collection of beautiful stories of love and commitment. 
All photos courtesy of subjects except where otherwise indicated.
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SNAPSHOTS OF LOVE
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Shayna X Kramer and Larissa Sims (now Shayna X Sims [in white] and Larissa X Sims [in 
black]) met at Berlin more than 15 years ago, and they recently held a fabulous wedding 
for family and friends.
 “Larissa and I fought for marriage equality for Illinois,” Shayna said. “We never thought 
we would get married, but certainly thought everyone should! And then, I proposed to 
her at the finish line of the Tough Mudder race. After 15 years together, we loved our 
family and friends coming together to celebrate. It was the first time our families met only 
because everyone lives in different states. It was love at first sight with our families.
 “Larissa’s dad passed away, but we are happy to have his partner, Scottie, in our life. He 
is truly part of our lives. As he walked Larissa down the aisle, he wore a beautiful picture of 
Marvin (Larissa’s dad) by his heart. Our gay married friends told us they cried more at our 
wedding than their own.”
 The wedding was a mix of nightclub, wedding traditions and craziness, including the 
artsy hosts passing tissues in the middle of the ceremony. “It was absolutely unforgettable,” 
Shayna said.
Photos provided by Scott Bradley, Jimmie Lisak and TG Warford
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BY Frank J. andonopLaS , MBC

As a wedding consultant, every wedding that 
I design and coordinate is totally inspired by 
that couple’s style, so the details are completely 
unique to each wedding. 
 Here are the latest trends that I see in wed-
dings for this year. Remember that these are 
trends, not the rules. So the first thing I do with 
every couple is ask a lot of questions about their 
style, likes and—even more importantly—dis-
likes. I strongly feel your wedding should reflect 
your style. That’s where I come in and make it 
unique to both of you, “marrying” your style to 
what is trending. For me, it is all about creating 
a unique event experience for the couple and 
their family and friends. 
 —Food: I’m seeing a return to a sit-down plat-
ed meal. This can be a lavish 12-course tasting 
menu that is also complete with wine pairings 
to a Downton Abbey-inspired European-style 
meal complete with French service. 
 For those on a budget and who don’t want 
to spend a lot of their reception time eating, 
keep it simple with a salad or appetizer course 
(I love doing a duet of soup and salad at the 
same time) and then an entree course followed 
by wedding cake for dessert. This way, you have 
the seated meal experience with minimal cost. 
Keep in mind that when doing a lavish dinner, 
keep your cocktail hour food to just passed hors 
d’eouvres so that they can enjoy the meal they 
are not expecting. 
 —Wedding cake: Couples are opting for 
smaller cakes for the traditional cake cut. Fun 
desserts are on trend. From make-your-own 
doughnuts to pie bars, dessert, in itself, is an 
event of the evening. Coffee stations, complete 
with baristas, are still very popular. 
 —Libations: Signature cocktails are still the 
rage. Instead of the usual martini or Manhat-
tan, I love to have my clients meet with a mix-
ologist and create cocktails all their own. Also, a 
dedicated bar for tasting of different varieties of 

scotch, sparkling wines or craft beers can be fun 
and great source of conversation.
 —Floral: You can spend a little, or you can 
spend a lot. I’m finding that in my centerpieces 
are becoming more unique. Instead of just one 
large one, multiple smaller arrangements can 
make real statements on the tables.
 —Lighting: Pin-spotting tables, textured 
dance floors, walls, ceilings and perimeter LED 
lighting (that can change color—great for danc-
ing) are all great options. Video mapping—
where changing 3D images can light a wedding 
cake, dance floor or a whole building—is the 
new trend. 
 —Seating for guests: If you’re doing a sit-
down meal, you must have seating for every-
one. But think outside the box. Using rented 
couches, ottomans and banquettes make it 
much more interesting than just chairs. Also, 
think beyond the round banquet table: Rect-
angles, squares and even serpentine shapes can 
mix up things.
 —Entertainment: In addition to your orches-
tra or DJ, think of other things to keep the guests 
entertained. Photo ops, live oil paintings of the 
weddings, tarot card readers and butt (yes, as in 
your rear end) sketch and Etch-a-Sketch portrait 
artists can add that extra pizzazz to your recep-
tion.
 —Invitations and stationery: Much more 
simple designs are being used. Layered papers 
are still popular but are very fussy, with rib-
bons and bows not being used much anymore. 
Use of your custom wedding brand still adorns 
save-the-date cards, invitations, programs and 
menus. 
 —Late-night fun: Whether it be sweet or 
savory, it’s great to surprise guests with some-
thing being passed on the dance floor. Root-
beer floats, milkshakes or miniature gyros as 
well as traditional Chicago sliders, hot dogs or 
pizza—guests love all of these. You can also do 
this where they are getting the items as they 
are exiting, as a final good night. A food truck 
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BY roSS ForMan

 When Kevin Romero and Philip Maziarz got 
engaged, it wasn’t very exciting or even a truly 
memorable moment.
 “Illinois had just legalized gay marriage 
before Christmas 2013 and both of our families 
were wondering when we would make it 
official,” Romero said. “Around that time, while 
sitting at dinner, we decided that getting 
married made sense. 
 “Then after Christmas, we went to Puerto 
Vallarta with friends and we ended up getting 
engaged while sitting on a couch next to each 
other.”
 Maziarz was browsing wedding venues and 
their friends asked if they were engaged. They 
looked at each other and said, “No”—because 
neither had proposed.
 So right then and there Maziarz asked 
Romero if he wanted to get married.
 Romero replied, “Sure.”
 “It’s not a very exciting story,” Romero 
admitted.
 But their wedding, wow, it was an amazing 
story, an unbelievable tale, one worth 
Hollywood writers.
 “We had lots of varied plans [for a wedding]—
some were extravagant destination weddings, 
such as Puerto Rico, Yellowstone or Napa; some 
were super practical, [such as just] getting 

married at the courthouse when the Supreme 
Court legalized gay marriage; and some were 
crazy, [like being a part of a] bulk gay wedding, 
married by Art Smith on the [TV] show Top 
Chef,” Romero said. “The plans kept changing 
because, in many ways, we already felt like we 
were married—we had a condo, cars, and dogs 
together. 
 “We talked about lots of different scenarios, 
but the overarching theme was that Philip 
wanted a small wedding and I wanted 
something over-the-top.”
 Romero won—and, boy, did he go over-the-
top.
 He conceived, planned and executed a 
surprise wedding.
 Yep, on Dec. 19, the two were married at 
Firehouse Chicago, with 58 guests attending, 
including family from London, Long Island, 
Florida, Seattle, Denver, Phoenix, and Santa 
Fe; plus friends from Miami, New York City, 
Madison, Scottsdale and, of course, Chicago. 
 Maziarz didn’t know that morning that he’d 
be married that evening.
 Romero, 34, works as a director of healthcare 
information technology at NorthShore 
University HealthSystems. He also boasts the 
glamorous title of “Miss Andersonville 2015” 
and is a cast member with pH Comedy Theater. 
So Romero told Maziarz that he was hosting 
the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce’s 

Philip 
Maziarz 
(left) and 
Kevin 
Romero.
Photo by 
Tres Jolie 
Photo
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50th anniversary holiday party and performing 
with pH.
 Maziarz believed he was being “forced” to 
attend.
 “I had also planned our going-away party on 
Facebook, so he thought that was occurring 
later that evening,” Romero said. (The two are 
moving to New York City this winter for two 
years.) 
 “The reality was, we were getting married, 
having dinner, and then having a combined 
wedding reception/going-away party.”
 Romero opted for Vincent since that is 
Maziarz’ favorite restaurant. Then he had to 
determine the venue for the ceremony and the 
reception, and he chose the Firehouse Chicago 
in Andersonville.
 Then it was a lot of lies—for months—by 
Romero, he admitted with a smile.
 “I misled Philip about a few things,” Romero 
said. “If people know me, they know that I am 
a talker and I love to share, so this was perhaps 

the biggest challenge of my life. 
 “My [then]-soon-to-be sister-in-law helped 
out a ton with the wedding planning. 
She helped pick out photographers and 
decorations and vendors, and she did it all 
from London. So I would speak with her nearly 
every day to and from work to talk about what 
needed to be accomplished and by when. One 
benefit of Philip traveling for work was that I 
could work on components of the wedding 
while he was away.”
 There certainly were challenges along the 
way, Romero admitted. Such as, who knew 
what.
 “The biggest internal challenge I had was 
that I couldn’t share accomplishments with 
Philip,” Romero said. “I had to remind myself 
that keeping the secret would be worth the 
outcome.”
 And yes, the secret was nearly leaked 
several times, such as the time their mailman 
tried to deliver a box which had their seating 
assignment cards, even though it was 
addressed to a friend down the street.
 “He was being helpful in that the box had 
my name on it and he was confused that it had 
a different address,” Romero said. “The funny 
thing about [that delivery issue] was that Philip 
told me that our friend must have bought me 
a Christmas present and that the mailman was 
trying to deliver the package to us.”
 Their surprise-wedding even survived 
Facebook. Romero had to ask out-of-towners 
to not share their travel plans on social media.
More so, “everyone helped out by throwing 
Philip off,” Romero said. 
 So, why do it?
 Why not, Romero replied.
 “After purchasing our condo, Philip and I had 
to pick out tile, paint colors, and cabinet styles. 
I saw how much Philip would put pressure 
on himself to make the best choice for those 
things,” Romero said. “Keeping that in mind, 
I thought preparing for a regular wedding 
would take a lot out of Philip to get all of 
the pieces just right. So when I solidified the 
plan with his sister, we thought that in many 
ways, this would take a huge burden off of his 
shoulders.”
 When Maziarz arrived at what he thought 
was a holiday party, Romero, who had arrived 
earlier and already changed into his wedding 
attire, took Maziarz’ hand, told him how much 

SHHHH
from page 12
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BY CarrIE MaXWELL

Tyler Greene and Ziwu Zhou’s love story has 
had many twists and turns, and it all started on 
a snowy, cold January night in 2012.
 Greene, who was house sitting for a friend, 
decided to check out his OK Cupid account 
and he happened to see Zhou’s profile. Greene 
messaged Zhou, who had just left Jackhammer 
and was heading home, and a short time later 
Zhou had taken Greene up on his offer to come 
over and meet him. 
 “That night he read to me and told me all 
this personal information about himself and 
we made out a little bit, but didn’t take it any 
further,” said Zhou. “I was texting a friend on 
the way home the next day and told them I 
met someone, and for me that’s unusual since 
it takes me longer than one sort-of date to real-
ize if this is the right person.”
 “We were dating for a month and on Valen-
tine’s Day we went to Hopleaf, and after that 
we were outside of Hamburger Mary’s and 
that’s when I told him that I loved him,” said 
Greene. “Ziwu said it back to me but he doesn’t 
remember saying it that night. I remember that 
night being very romantic. I thought he was 
someone who was very different from me and 
could test me in many different ways.”
 Before moving to Chicago to attend gradu-
ate school at the School of the Art Institute of 

Chicago (MFA in Visual Communication), Zhou 
lived in China. He was born in a small town 
in the Hubei Province and moved a couple of 
times within the province with his parents be-
fore attending Tsinghua University where he 
received a BA in Information Arts and Design. 
Zhou now works as an interactive graphic de-
sign engineer at HP Software.
 “I came out after grad school to my best 
friend Jinyoung and a year later I met Tyler,” 
said Zhou. “I decided that if I was in a relation-
ship with someone important then I would tell 
my parents and get their blessing. Tyler and I 
had been dating for about a year so I decided 
that I was going to come out to my parents 
during my annual visit for the Chinese New 
Year. I came out to my mom the night before 
I returned to the states while we were staying 
on the 28th floor of a hotel in Beijing. She told 
me that if it weren’t for her parents, she would 
jump out of the hotel room window. I told 
her that if she jumped, I would jump too. She 
couldn’t believe it and thought it was a choice. 
We didn’t say anything to my dad at the time 
but my mom told my dad three days after I left 
China. I told my mom that I was dating Tyler 
but she didn’t want to hear anything about my 
relationship and told me to break up with him. 
China is very different because there isn’t much 
infrastructure for families of LGBT people. My 
mom finally told her parents and two brothers 

SHARING
THEIR WORLD

Binational gay couple
talk health scare,
sharing at OUTspoken!

Tyler Greene and Ziwu Zhou.
Photo by Alison King

turn to page 2116  
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I’ll perform your marriage 
ceremony and personalize it just 
for you. I officiate at interfaith, 

non-religious, and same-sex 
weddings, as well as other 

lifecycle milestones. It doesn’t 
matter who you love – 
love is love!

WANT A SPECIAL 
WEDDING CEREMONY?

Michele Rose
Certified LifeCycle Celebrant

RoseLifeCycleCeremonies.com
RoseCeremonies@gmail.com

847-215-7715

Rose LifeCycle Ceremonies

Celebrating Couples - One Ceremony at a Time

BY HEaTHEr VICkErY

Many people have precon-
ceived notions about what 
must be done for a wed-
ding or what must never be 
done for a wedding. When 
a couple walks into my of-
fice, the very first thing I tell 
them is that, as a wedding 
planner, I only have one rule—there are no 
rules. There are no rules! Let’s say it again, it is 
your wedding and there are no rules!
 Let’s face it: we are talking about gay wed-
dings. We are creating new traditions all the 
time. We are writing our own rules (and we can 
change them if we want to!). There is no noth-
ing that requires you to fall prey to heteronor-
mative wedding traditions. If there are some 
traditions you like, keep them, but they don’t 
govern the wedding planning process.
 This is not your grandmother’s wedding and 
you can make it anything you want. It can be as 
big or as small as you want it to be. You can in-
vite everyone you’ve ever met or you can invite 
only those people you hold most dear. You can 
have lawn games before the ceremony and ac-
robats performing during dinner. You can have 
a mixologist creating custom cocktails before 
the ceremony or a glass blowing lesson during 
the cocktail hour. The possibilities are simply 
endless. That is the best part about planning 
such a special occasion: taking the time to cu-
rate the event and make it as special as you are 
as a couple.
 If you have little birds chirping in your ear, 
telling you, “This must be done,” let me be the 
first to tell you not to listen. Here’s list of things 
that you absolutely have complete control 
over. Don’t let anyone tell you differently:

 - The date and time. 
 - Location.
 - The number of people invited. 
 - How grand (or simple) your decor is.

WEDDINGS 
WITHOUT 
RULES

turn to page 20
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 - Who you have involved in your wedding cer-
emony and to what extent.
 - Who walks down an aisle and with whom.
 - What type of event you will have. There are 
so many options: breakfast; brunch; lunch; 
cocktail and hors d’oeuvres; fancy dinner or a 
late night dessert reception. Indoors, outdoors, 
on the beach or inside a museum—be creative 
and think outside the box!
 - The style of bar: A full open bar; just special-
ty cocktails or something else.
 - What kind of entertainment you have, if any.
 - Dancing or no dancing.

 This list should get you started. Go forth and 
plan the wedding that makes you giddy with 
excitement. Celebrate a life well loved with 
those that mean the most to you and always 
remember this is your celebration. It should 
represent you as a couple. It should look and 
feel authentic to your guests. There are no 
rules.

Heather Vickery is the owner and event director 
of Greatest Expectations Special Events & Wed-
dings, Inc. Contact her at heather@greatestex-
pectations.com
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and they were really supportive of me being 
gay and that helped my mom a lot.”
 Shortly after his visit to Beijing, Zhou’s doc-
tors found a tumor in his spinal cord that re-
quired immediate surgery. Zhou had chronic 
shoulder and back pain for years. A chiroprac-
tor recommended that he get an X-ray since 
nothing she did was helping to alleviate his 
pain. The X-ray didn’t show any irregularities, 
but his chiropractor wasn’t convinced and got 
him an appointment to get an MRI. That’s when 
the doctors found the mass in his spinal cord. 
 It took Zhou three months to recover and, 
while he was in the hospital, Greene stayed 
with him every night. Zhou’s parents were still 
coming to terms with his being gay, so he had 
to hide the fact that he was in the hospital re-
covering from surgery; they would ask who 
was taking care of him and he couldn’t say it 
was his boyfriend. Earlier this year, Zhou finally 
told his family about the surgery and revealed 
that he’d been living with Green all along. 
Greene explained that Zhou’s parents have ac-
cepted him into their lives and thanked him for 
being there for their son. Now when Zhou Sky-
pes his parents, Greene is right by his side.
 “Ziwu’s grandma, who is almost 90 and has 
been a part of nearly every social strata within 
China, was the one who was the most accept-
ing,” said Greene. “She really wants me to visit 
China.”
 Greene—who is the Assistant House Manag-
er for Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me, Events Coordi-
nator for all of WBEZ’s live events and Producer 
for The Moth-Chicago StorySLAM—grew up 
in the small town of Galesburg, Michigan. He 
graduated from Kalamazoo College with a BA 
in Theatre Arts-Media Studies. While attending 
college, Greene did an internship in New York 
City and worked as a production assistant on 
an off-Broadway play directed by Terry Kin-
ney (one of the original founders of Steppen-
wolf Theatre). He also spent a year in the study 
abroad program at University of London, Gold-
smiths College. 
 After graduating from college, Greene spent 
a year teaching English in South Korea and, 

turn to page 28
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Grooms Lynn Burnside Smith II (the taller of the 
two) and Michael Durnil, Ph.D., eloped to New 
York City last Thanksgiving and had a private 
ceremony in Central Park on the Bethesda Terrace 
Arcade.
Photos by Sascha Reinking

Chef Shiane Wilcoxen (left, in below photo) and nurse Brandi 
Stephenson became engaged September 21, 2015. 
 Shiane is a private chef from Aurora and the founder of the 
non-profit Team 101 Chicago, which serves, mentors and hosts 
events for LGBT youth.
 Brandi is a nurse from St. Louis specializing in long-term care 
with elderly and rehab patients.
 The couple will wed Sunday, September 25, 2016, at Center 
on Halsted and will make their home in Bensenville, Ill.
Photos by Sascha Reinking



YOUR PERFECT VENUE FOR 
- Intimate weddings and romantic getaways
- Holiday parties and catered events
- Family celebrations and reunions

Lang House
Bed & Breakfast on Sheridan

in historic Rogers Park

GORGEOUS PATIOS • COZY SUN ROOM • SAUNA/MASSAGE
KITCHEN W/24-HOUR COFFEE & JUICE STATION • WI-FI

7421 N. Sheridan Rd. • 773/764-9851
Chicago

5 LUXURY GUEST ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATHS

www.langhousechicago.com 
info@langhousechicago.com
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he loved him and that he couldn’t imagine life 
without him. Romero then got down on one 
knee and asked if Maziarz would marry him … 
and if he would marry him in 15 minutes.
 With tears in his eyes, Maziarz agreed.
 Maziarz was then sent to a dressing room to 
change, as Romero had already even planned 
his change-of-clothes for the wedding.
 Ultimately, Maziarz’ parents walked him 
down the aisle while a guitarist and violinist 
played Adele’s When We Were Young.
 Ryan Ruskin and Michael Andrews, who 
introduced Romero and Maziarz back in 2008, 
officiated the ceremony. 
 “Rather than doing traditional readings, I 
had friends perform funny and emotional/
poignant lines from our favorite movies, Mrs. 
Doubtfire and The Birdcage,” Romero said. “The 
ceremony was designed to express our love for 
one another, and to also show that weddings 
can be fun, emotional and surprising. While 
weddings are intended to celebrate the couple, 
weddings are also a celebration of families 
and of friendships. Having people witness 
the re-proposal, participate and witness the 
ceremony, and celebrate with us throughout 
the evening was an honor.”
 And yes, Maziarz was truly surprised.
 “Kevin’s desire to create the wedding I always 
wanted was a completely selfless act of love,” 
Maziarz said. “He made me feel unconditional 
love, made me cry, made me laugh, and made 
me feel the way I felt when I knew he was the 
one.
 “There were things that came up over 
the week [leading up to the wedding] that 
I thought were strange, but none of them 
together would have led to me to believe I was 
going to get married that day. I was surprised 
that one of Kevin’s best friend’s from New York 
City was coming into town, but it was not 
uncommon for him and his husband to visit 
to see old friends. I also thought it was strange 
that some of my friends didn’t want to go out 
to dinner with us after our friend’s master’s 
program graduation the night before. They 
had good reasons why they couldn’t go, but 
they are usually the ones that want to go out.”

 Maziarz said he wouldn’t have changed a 
thing.
 “I must have said ‘This is crazy’ and ‘You’re 
crazy’ a thousand times the night of our 
wedding. It was crazy because I never imagined 
so many people would go out of their way to 
make Kevin and me so happy. I thought Kevin 
was crazy because he made so many of my 
dreams come true and made me so happy to 
have found the person that I want to spend 
the rest of my life. I always knew Kevin was the 
one and the events of that night showed all the 
most important people in our lives the same.”
 Maziarz is now responsible for their 
honeymoon, the two agreed—and there’s 
pretty much no chance Romero will know 
anything about it beforehand. “I feel that I 
need to keep up with the theme and make 
the location and events of our honeymoon a 
surprise,” Maziarz said.
 And do you plan to get even with Kevin?
 “I don’t think I could ever top this,” said 
Maziarz, 35, who is a managing director with 
Protiviti. “There are only a few events in our 
lives that are truly special, so I’m limited in my 
options … but who knows … I might be able 
to get back at him one day.”

SHHHH
from page 14
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The Blossom Boys, Steve English (left in photo 
to the left) and Ryan Steinbach, tied the knot 
recently at This Wayside Chapel in Palos Park.
Photos by Maplewood Photography

Let your love bloom ...

with flowers from

9911 South Walden Pkwy.
773-779-4400

www.theblossomboys.com

parked outside as guests leave is another great 
way of ending the night. 
 I also found providing some sort of a break-
fast item is a big hit. A cereal bar—as guests 
wait for the valet to get their cars—is an unex-
pected surprise. 
 Last word of advice: Don’t be pressured by 
trends. Your wedding should be what you want 
it to be, and what you can afford. From simple 
to spectacular, it’s your day—and it’s your way. 
Long may you love!
 Frank J andonoplas has designed social 
and corporate events all over the country 
since 1992. Frank is an active member of 
the association of Bridal Consultants and 
is one of only 73 Master Wedding Consul-
tants worldwide. Frank was named Event 
planner of the year in 2012.  His expertise 
has been featured in wedding magazines 
on as well as local television segments in 
addition to the Early Show, and 20/20. For 
more information www.frankeventdesign.
com

FRANKLY
from page 10

http://www.theblossomboys.com


Wedding Photography

www.johngress.com

312-545-5438

Capturing memories
to last a lifetime.

“Empress of Schmooze”
Experienced Wedding Planner 

for your special day

Resource Tank of 
people, places and things

312-504-3600
www.ag-parties.com
audrey@ag-parties.com

Call me for a 
FREE ONE-HOUR CONSULTATION 
and let’s get started making your special 

day one you’ll always remember!

Next step…The Home of Your Dreams!

SCOTT FERGUSON
Make Your Move With Me
scottfergusonhomes.com
sferguson@dreamtown.com

Six 
Stunning
Wedding 
Gardens

Let Your Love

Bloom

 
rotarybotanicalgardens.org

608.752.3885
Janesville, WI 53545

Special Wedding 
Packages Available

http://www.scottfergusonhomes.com
http://www.ag-parties.com
http://www.johngress.com
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.com


since he already knew people in Chicago, he 
decided to move here when that assignment 
was finished. His first job was as About Face 
Theatre’s social media coordinator before mov-
ing on to the Steppenwolf Theatre as a call cen-
ter representative.
 With Greene’s experience in the storytelling 
realm, it was only natural for him to eventually 
tell his own story. When he was asked to par-
ticipate in Sidetrack’s storytelling series OUT-
spoken! he decided to recount Zhou’s surgery 
story and how that brought them even closer 
together. Right after Greene finished his story, 
Zhou proposed to him in front of everyone and 
Greene immediately said yes.
 “It was the right moment because he was 
telling my surgery story to an audience,” said 
Zhou. “While Tyler was telling the story, I was 
reliving that experience and got so emotional 
and was shaking. At the last moment it oc-
curred to me that I had to propose right then, 
because there wasn’t going to be a better mo-
ment than that moment. We’d already planned 
on getting married but no one had officially 
proposed. Tyler told me that if anyone was go-
ing to propose it would have to be me because 
he’d be too nervous to do it.”

 “Never in a bazillion years did I ever imagine 
that he would propose that night,” said Greene.
 The couple were married on Oct. 11 at Mayne 
Stage in Rogers Park where Greene produces 
many of WBEZ’s live events.
 The couple is looking forward to sharing their 
special day with family and friends although 
Zhou’s family won’t be able to attend the cer-
emony. Both Greene and Zhou think it’s kismet 
that their upcoming wedding is intertwined 
with the OUTspoken! storytelling series.
 “There’s something about OUTspoken! 
which has been captured by many people’s 
sentiments. The feeling is when you walk in 
the room you’re comfortable right away,” said 
Greene. “Art [Johnston], David [Fink] and Kim 
[Hunt] and the Midwestern way that they start 
the show makes everyone feel welcome. Every-
one leans forward and listens to the storytell-
ers in a way that I don’t see in other venues. You 
can feel that everyone is leaning forward while 
you are on stage. I was very nervous. I’ve heard 
hundreds and hundreds of stories because of 
The Moth. What I love is when people are vul-
nerable, honest and raw as well as prepared 
and when I listen back to my performance 
that’s what I heard.”
 Greene’s story was also featured on Kevin Al-
lison’s RISK! podcast under the title “Like Lovers 
Do.” 
 “I was getting tweets from people who’ve 
listened to my story thanking me for sharing 
part of my life,” said Greene. “Because of Kevin’s 
popularity it’s in the top ten of the storytell-
ing section on iTunes. Of course everyone was 
coming to hear Margaret Cho but they stayed 
and listened to my story afterward.”
 To listen to Greene’s oUTspoken! story, 
visit www.risk-show.com/podcast/meant-
for-each-other  and go to the 52:45 mark.

SHARING
from page 21
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Greene (left) surprises Zhou with an on-
stage proposal at Sidetrack. 
Photo from the OUTspoken LGBTQ Stories 
Facebook page

Olin Eargle 
ABR, CNE, GRI      
Realtor® / Broker
Accredited Buyer’s Representative
Certified Negotiations Expert
c: 312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com

OLIN IS PROUD
TO REPRESENT THE LGBT COMMUNITY AS 

THEIR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCE WITH EXPERT 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOCAL REAL ESTATE MARKET

http://www.olinsellschicago.com


 

 

At Tri-Star Catering, we take pride in working with you to 
create the complete event.  We are more than exceptional 

food tastefully presented. Allow our team to take the  
work and worry out of planning your event.  

It’s your day; you should enjoy it as much as your guests. 
 

Preparation! Presentation! Perfection! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                 

Scott Fiero 
scott@tristarcatering.com 

312.368.8266 
 

Rite On!
Ceremonies

Deb Rostorfer, M. Div., 
Wedding Officiant

riteonceremonies.com
312-547-0725

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.

• Pre-Marital Agreements • 
LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts

Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, 
Oak Park, Ill., 60302

Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

http://www.riteonceremonies.com
http://www.boyddivorce.com
http://www.tristarcatering.com
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aCCoMModaTIonS
see also VEnUES
Lang House Bed & 
Breakfast 
7421 n. Sheridan rd.
773-764-9851
www.langhousechicago.com
info@langhousechicago.com
 The Lang House Bed & 
Breakfast, built in 1919, is 
honored to support the LBGT 
community. Lang House is 
the perfect venue for indoor, 
outdoor, nearby beach 
weddings, or receptions. We 
have special offers; call for
details.

CaTErInG
Berghoff Catering
17 W. adams St.
312-408-0200
www.berghoffcatering.com
events@berghoffgroup.com
 Proudly serving and 
celebrating same-sex marriages. 
Mention the ad in this guide 
for a complimentary couples’ 
bonus.

polo Catering
3322 S. Morgan St.
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
 Something different ... 
something wonderful. Cater 
your wedding with the #3 
ranked restaurant among 7,700 
in Chicagoland.

Tri-Star Catering
150 S. Wacker drive, Chicago 
312-368-8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com
 After all, you should enjoy 
your event as much as your 

guests do. Tri-Star Catering is 
more than exceptional food 
tastefully presented. We take 
pride in creating the complete 
special event. Tri-Star takes the 
work and worry out of your 
busy schedule. Preparation, 
presentation, perfection!

CLEanInG 
SErVICES
Chicago Cleaning Co.
773-896-7161
chicagocleaningco79@gmail.com
 A residential and small-
business cleaning service, 
we do it all—from routine to 
deep cleaning. Our services are 
professional and competitively 
priced. Fully bonded and 
insured. Please call us for a FREE 
quote today.

dEnTaL
Compass dental
415 W. Belmont ave.
773-525-2011
www.compassdentalchicago.com
 Get a dazzling smile for your 
special day by calling now. Dr. 
Prusa will create a smile for 
you and your special day that 
will last for years. He has been 
continuously recognized as 
a top cosmetic dentist for a 
number of years. 

dr. Sims dentistry 
5503 n. Clark St., 2nd Floor 
773-878-7467
www.GrantSimsddS.com
 Dedicated to helping you look 
the very best for your wedding 
day. From complete smile make-
overs, last minute veneers, to 
teeth whitening, we’re your 
dentist! 

EnTErTaInMEnT
artists, Events and
Entertainment Inc
312-832-1100
www.artistsandevents.com  
 Make your next event beyond
your imagination. From a formal
affair to an informal party, we 
can provide the perfect
entertainment for any event.
World-class musicians, Big Band,
orchestras, harp, violins, piano,
Top 40, dance.

Becca kaufman 
orchestra
847-892-4150
www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com 
www.beatmixmusic.com
 Available for all your 
weddings and celebrations. 
Contact Becca to hear the 
sounds of your wedding. 

Bill pollack Band
847-475-0411
bill@billpollackmusic.com
 The dynamic Bill Pollack Band 
keeps the dance floor filled all 
night with world-class talent 
and positive vibes. It’s not just a 
performance, it’s are part of the 
celebration! 

Bobby the Harpist
bobbyt5455@aol.com
 Include a touch of class with 
beautiful live music. Light 
classical, pop, and jazz. Besides 
the dress and the catering, the 
music will be most memorable 
to you and your guests. $50 
discount for any couple who can 
tell Bobby how many strings a 
harp has!
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dJ Moose
marcdjmoder@gmail.com
soundcloud.com/moosebox
 Well-known DJ available for 
weddings and other special 
events. 

Elaine dame
773-296-0831
www.elainedame.com
contact@elainedame.com
 Love birds, meet Songbird. 
Let Elaine Dame bring her joyful 
modern take on vintage vocal 
jazz to your special day.

Lucy Smith’s Soul 
Celebration
773-844-9135
www.lucysmithjazz.com
contact@lucysmithjazz.com
 Live music for your pre-
ceremony and ceremony or 
cocktail hour, dinner and dance 
party. Live and iPod DJ services 
also available.

psychic Entertainment 
by Barbara G. Meyer
773-282-6556
barb@bgmeyer.com
www.bgmeyer.com
 Insightful, positive and 
fun entertainment for your 
bachelorette party, wedding 
shower or wedding reception. 
One-on-one tarot or palm 
readings that will leave your 
guests amazed and excited 
about their futures.

EVEnT 
pLannInG
amy Bloom Inc.
773-742-1753
www.amybloominc.com
info@amybloominc.com
 With over 20 years of 
experience, let us plan your 
wedding in Illinois or South 
Florida! A romantic beach 
ceremony in Miami Beach 
or Key West, or a lavish city 
affair in Chicago or Miami. 
Receive unparalleled support 
throughout the process. 
Destination packages available. 

Frank Event design
Frank J. andonoplas, Master 
Bridal Consultant 
5555 n. Sheridan rd., arcade 
Level 
773-275-6804 
www.frankeventdesign.com
frank@frankeventdesign.com
  Frank J. Andonoplas has been 
planning weddings for the 
last 20 years. He was recently 
Named Event Planner of the 
year and is one of 79 Master 
Bridal Consultants worldwide. 

audrey Gordon, 
Empress of Schmooze
312-504-3600
audrey@ag-parties.com
www.ag-parties.com
  Experienced wedding planner 
for your special day. Resource 
tank of people, places and 
things. Chicago/Nationwide/
Global

Greatest Expectations
312-994-2321
www.greatestexpectations.com
  Great events start with great 
planning. Owner/event director 
Heather Vickery is here to make 
your special event or wedding 
a meaningful, masterful and 
authentic work, inspired by you 
and your ideas, and guided by 
their knowledge and expertise.

FInanCIaL 
pLannInG
James E. Elvord, aWM, 
Financial advisor
rBC Wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 
800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
 At RBC Wealth Management, 
we know that a good portfolio is a 
reflection of your needs and goals. 
That’s why we work with you to 
create a comprehensive plan that 
works for you, with a wide range 
of flexible financial solutions. 

Christina Frum,
GCG Financial, Inc. 
Three parkway north,
Suite 500,
deerfield, IL
847-457-3228
christina.frum@gcgfinancial.com
www.gcgfinancial.com
 A wealth management 
consultant also specializing in 
employee benefits, insurance 
and risk management.

FLoWErS 
The Blossom Boys 
9911 S. Walden pkwy.
773-779-4400
www.theblossomboys.com
 The Blossom Boys designed 
the first legal same-sex wedding 
in Illinois. Steve and Ryan’s 
rich history, brilliant artistry 
and sensitivity will honor and 
celebrate your unique wedding 
day. 

GIFTS
Leigh Gallery
3306 n. Halsted St.
773-472-1865
www.theleighgallery.com 
theleighgallery@comcast.net 
 New to The Leigh Gallery: 
The Wedding Painting. 20” x 
16” acrylic on canvas painting 
that all of your friends can 
write on (with a Sharpie©) 
commemorating your special 
day. #Love Wins! 

InVITES
Shirts Illustrated
1340 W. Belmont ave. 
773-871-4785
shirtsillustrated.weebly.com 
shirtsillustrated1@comcast.net
 Be sure your wedding planner 
contacts us for all you wedding 
needs. We can customize 
and personalized just about 
anything to commemorate your 
special day. Call Denise at 773-
871-4785.
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nVITES 
Total promotions, Inc.
Contact david Strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Special items for your 
wedding day: Favors, candles, 
thank you notes, invitations, 
monogramed glasses, boxes, 
gifts and so much more. Any 
item that can be imprinted, 
David can get you the best 
prices.

JEWELrY
Jan dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. diversey pkwy., 
Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the 
community for 40 years. 
Specializing in custom design. 
Jewelry repair, watch repair, 
appraisals, Certified GIA 
diamond supplier. Mention 
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and 
receive 15% off your next in-
store purchase or $100 off your 
custom ring order.

Marshall pierce & 
Company 
29 E. Madison St., Suite 600
312-372-2415
www.marshallpierce.com
 A purveyor of fine jewelry and 
timepieces, Marshall Pierce & 
Company has proudly served 
the Chicagoland area since 
1928. Under the leadership of 
the Bern family, Marshall Pierce 
& Co. provides best-in-class 
service and a distinctive range 
of products. 

Steve Quick Jeweler 
773-751-0034
www.stevequickjeweler.com
 We believe in love, beauty 
and jewelry as art. We have 
been serving the LGBT 
community for 30 years. Three 
locations: Lincoln Park, Wicker 
Park, Lincoln Square. 

Sparkles Fine Jewelry 
5405 n. Clark St.
773-944-9600 
www.SparklesFineJewelry.com
 A boutique store specializing 
in engagement rings, wedding 
bands, custom design, bespoke 
one-of-a-kind pieces, jewelry 
repair and so much more. 

Tucker, Inc.
5 S. Wabash, Suite 507
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 Established 1935. Jewelry 
for every occasion. Celebrating 
marriage equality for all. Donald 
Strzepek, owner, proud to be 
part of the community.

Gayle Weiss design 
Consulting
708-207-8001
www.gayle weissdesigns.com
gweiss1@comcast.net
 Creating your dream 
rings without the markup. 
Trade pricing at every step. 
Complimentary consultations.

LEGaL
donald J. Boyd, Jr, 
Family Law
113 S. Marion St., Ste. 100
oak park, IL
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
 Pre-marital agreements, LGBT 
issues, divorce/wills/trusts, 
real estate closings, custody 
violation, child support. Evening 
and weekend appointments 
available.

ray J. koenig III, Clark 
Hill pLC
150 n. Michigan ave., 
Suite 2700
800-949-3124
312-985-5900
rkoenig@clarkhill.com
www.clarkhill.com
 Ray is a legal authority 
on all of his practice areas, 
which include probate, trusts, 
guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the 
litigation of those areas.

Lambda Legal
312-663-4413 
www.lambdalegal.org
 Lambda Legal is committed to 
achieving full recognition of the 
civil rights of LGBT people and 
those with HIV through impact 
litigation, education and public 
policy work.

roger V. McCaffrey-
Boss, Esq.
Law offices of roger 
V. McCaffrey-Boss & 
associates, p.C.
33 n. dearborn St., Suite 800
312-263-8800
rvmlawyer@aol.com
 In service to the community 
for more than 35 years. 
Bankruptcy; Wills, Trusts & 
Probate; Real Estate Closings; 
Premarital Agreements.

rosemary Mulryan,
Mulryan & York, 
attorneys at Law
4001 n. Wolcott
Chicago, Illinois 60613
773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com
 Mulryan & York is a full-
service, community-based law 
firm providing adoption, estate 
planning, probate, and other 
legal services people need 
to keep their families secure, 
strong, and supported. 

LICEnSES
david orr
Cook Co. Clerk’s office
cookcountyclerk.com/
vitalrecords/marriageequality
 Congratulations on Marriage 
Equality! Our office is in the 
lower level of the Daley Center. 
For more information, please 
visit our website.
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oFFICIanTS
dignity/Chicago 
www.dignity-chicago.org/
content/families
 Your Roman Catholic resource 
for your wedding. Full Mass or 
simple ceremony, ceremony 
planning, Pre-Cana preparation, 
ordained male and female 
priests, musicians and music 
direction. Inclusive Roman 
Catholic community. 

Living Well Ministries 
773-655-4357
www.livingwellministries.net
 Rev. Jacki Belile is a lesbian 
Baptist minister, life coach, 
and experienced celebrant in 
interfaith settings. Her wedding 
services include custom design 
and pre-marital coaching 
sessions. 

rite on! Ceremonies 
deb rostorfer, M. div.
312-547-0725
www.riteonceremonies.com
debrostorfer@gmail.com
 Officiant Deb Rostorfer has 
been performing weddings 
since 2010. It is her honor and 
privilege to meet you, help you 
design a custom ceremony 
unique to your tastes and 
desires, and lead you through 
premarital counseling using the 
Prepare Enrich method.

Michele Wolgel rose,
Certified LifeCycle Celebrant 
847-215-7715
roseceremonies@gmail.com
roselifecycleceremonies.com
 Now you want a ceremony 
to celebrate your special 
relationship, but you are of
different faiths, different 
cultures/races, no religious 
preference or observance, or the 
same gender. Whether spiritual 
or secular, formal or informal, 
traditional or non-traditional, 
a custom-created ceremony 
reflects your personal values, 
beliefs, and personalities.

pHoToGrapHY/
VIdEo
amyBcreative 
photography
847-571-0684
amy@amybcreative.com
www.amybcreative.com
 Photographer Amy Beyer 
loves love. She brings authentic 
enthusiasm to every event she 
captures. Packages range from 
an afternoon at the court house 
up to a full-day gala. Schedule a 
chat to discuss your big day!

Bean Blossom prod.
www.BeanBlossomproductions.net
773-727-5642
 Special event videos/photos 
for weddings, civil unions, 
social gatherings, team events 
and much more. Serving the 
community with Pride! 

John Gress 
photography
312-545-5438
http://johngress.com
 A full-service photography 
and video production company 
located in the heart of Chicago. 

Lisa Howe-Ebright 
photography
708-710-2874
www.LHEphoto.com
Lisa@LHEphoto.com
 Capturing the moment 
now, cherishing the memories 
forever. Serving our community 
for over 35 years.

andre LaCour, 
photographic artist
773-485-0841
www.andrelacour.com
 Andre and Maria LaCour 
are passionate about life, love 
and art! They have over 25 
years experience capturing 
relationships and important 
moments in the lives of our 
clients with a sophisticated and 
distinctive approach.

Maxey Mediaworks
708-359-6455
steve@maxeymediaworks.com
www.maxeymediaworks.com
 Wedding video as unique as 
your day. At Maxey MediaWorks, 
we focus on storytelling 
through the details that make 
your celebration memorable, so 
that your video showcases your 
unique style, personality and 
emotions. 

more on page 36

CHICAGO CLEANING CO.
Chicago Cleaning Co. offers cleaning 
services for the LGBTQ Community. A 
residential and small-business cleaning 
service, we do it all—from routine 
to deep cleaning. Our services are 
professional and competitively priced. 
Chicago Cleaning Co. is fully bonded and 
insured. Please call us for a FREE quote 
today at (773) 896-7161 or email us at 
chicagocleaningco79@gmail.com.

Creating Your Dream Rings 
Without the Markup

gweiss1@comcast.net    708-207-8001

   Gayle Weiss
Design Consulting



pHoToGrapHY
Tres Jolie photo
414-737-9576
hello@tresjoliephoto.com
www.tresjoliephoto.com/love
 Laetitia Patezour is an 
International award-winning 
French photographer, and 
“her work is a fit for a French 
Fashion Magazine” (Milwaukee 
Magazine). Tres Jolie Photo 
brings fine-art-inspired cutting-
edge wedding photography to 
the USA. 

rEaL ESTaTE
olin Eargle, 
@ properties
312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com 
 Olin is proud to represent 
the LGBT community as their 
professional resource with 
expert knowledge of the local 
real estate market. Call for a free 
comparative market analysis of 
your home or neighborhood.

Scott Ferguson, 
dreamtown
sferguson@dreamtown.com
scottfergusonhomes.com 
 Find your way home! Scott 
has a five-star rating with 
many buyers and sellers. Scott 
had 4.4M in sales in 2015, avg. 
sale price 96% of asking price. 
His listings sold in an average 
of seven days, compared to 
Chicago avg. of 105 days.

VEnUES
a Church 4 Me MCC
1545 W. Morse ave., Chicago
708-951-4862
www.achurch4me.org
 Transforming ourselves as we 
transform the world. Supporting 
marriage since 1968. Sunday 
worship celebration at 11 a.m. 
Weddings anytime!

Chicago History 
Museum 
1601 n. Clark St.
312-799-2254 
www.chicagohistory.org/hostevent
 Chicago History Museum 
is the city’s oldest cultural 
institution. Its classic ballroom 
with adjacent outdoor terrace 
make it the perfect venue for 
your next event. 

City Winery Chicago
1200 W. randolph St., Chicago 
312-229-5989 
www.citywinery.com
todd@citywinery.com
 Host your special day at City 
Winery Chicago! 33,000 square 
feet of luxurious indoor and 
outdoor space. City Winery 
brings Wine Country to you. 
Please contact Todd Carr, Events 
Director, to schedule your 
private tour and discussion.

Congress plaza Hotel
520 S. Michigan ave.
312-427-3800, ext. 5071
catering@congressplazahotel.com
www.congressplazahotel.com
 Looking for a venue? Book 
your downtown wedding with 
us. An unforgettable evening 
in a living piece of history in 
the heart of Chicago. Our Gold 
Room is the perfect place for a 
dream wedding. Our Florentine 
Room sets an intimate and 
romantic mood for your 
wedding ceremony. Contact us 
to schedule an appointment to 
view the venue.

Eagle ridge resort & 
Spa
Galena, IL
800-892-2269 
www.eagleridge.com
 Walk the aisle with pride 
at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, 
elegantly set outside historic 
Galena amongst the lush, 
rolling hills of the Mississippi 
River Valley, 2.5 hours west of 
Chicago. Host your guests in 
beautifully appointed rooms 
or 1– 6 bedroom homes, all 
with scenic lake or wooded 

views. Eagle Ridge’s multiple 
indoor and outdoor wedding 
venues on spectacular Lake 
Galena combine with its 
world-class Stonedrift Spa and 
championship golf courses to 
create memories that last a 
lifetime.

Firehouse Chicago 
Michelle Marchisotta, venue 
manager 
1545 W. rosemont ave.
773-850-1545
 Firehouse Chicago is unique, 
pristinely restored event venue 
with charming
historic details and beautiful 
private side yard.

Galena JdC  
www. galena.org/weddings
 From lush vineyards to 
emerald landscapes overlooking 
the Mississippi River, little white 
chapels to elegant banquet 
halls, find the perfect location 
for your wedding in Galena and 
Jo Daviess County.

Grand Geneva resort 
& Spa 
7036 Grand Geneva Way,
Lake Geneva, WI 
800-558-3417 
www. GrandGeneva.com
 Grand Geneva Resort & Spa 
offers six wedding venues in 
a beautiful environment that 
welcomes celebrations of all 
sizes, from intimate groups to 
large gatherings. 

The Grove redfield 
Estate
1421 Milwaukee ave.
Glenview, IL
847-298-0095
www.redfieldestate.org
 A perfect venue for your 
wedding. Discover this exquisite 
setting for the most memorable 
day of your life. A historic 
property of the Glenview Park 
District.
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Hilton orrington
847-556-7940
www.orringtonevanston.
hilton.com
lisa.lauren@hilton.com
 Weddings sparkle at the 
Hilton Orrington. 4-star hotel 
and 4-star service in beautiful 
downtown Evanston.

InterContinental 
Chicago Magnificent 
Mile
505 n. Michigan ave.
312-321-8735
www.icchicagohotel.com
 Our stylish atmosphere 
features breathtaking venues 
and views overlooking the 
Mag Mile and are evocative 
of magnificent eras past, 
accommodating 20-550 
guests. Let us help you create 
your vision while offering 
the exclusivity and elegance 
you expect from Chicago’s 
most sought-after downtown 
location.

keith House
1900 S. prairie ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings in the Near South 
Loop of Chicago. 1870s historic 
home, with beautiful original 
woodwork. Ten minutes from 
downtown.Also available for 
corporate events, baby showers, 
meetings, art shows, retreats, 
book launches, and more.

Morris performing arts 
Center 
105 W. Colfax ave., 
South Bend, In
574-235-5612
www.palaisroyale.org
 Historic 1922 ballroom at 
Morris Performing Arts Center, 
downtown South Bend, Indiana.  
Premier event facility for 
memorable events.  Superior 
service.  Outstanding cuisine by 
Executive Chef.   Available for 
weddings, receptions, dances, 
fundraisers, meetings, business 
events.

north Shore Center for 
the performing arts 
9501 Skokie Blvd., Skokie, IL 
Events manager at 
847-679-9501 x 3005 
www.northshorecenter.org/
rent-the-center/
 North Shore Center’s unique 
spaces mixed with the most 
up-to-date technology, superb 
catering options and helpful 
staff provide the perfect blend 
of comfort and elegance for 
your special day. The North 
Shore Center provides the 
backdrop for your creativity and 
lifelong memories. Call today to 
check availability.

palmer House 
Catering Team
17 E. Monroe St. 
312-422-1325
www.palmerhousehiltonhotel.
com/weddings 
palmerhousecatering@hilton.com
 Have your wedding and 
become part of Chicago 
history. From lavish ballrooms 
to intimate dining rooms, 
the Palmer House’s inspired 
catering, discerning décor and 
downtown location have been 
synonymous with weddings 
since 1870.

polo Cafe and Catering
3322 S. Morgan St. 
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
 Something different ... 
something wonderful! Minutes 
south of the Loop, ideal to 
gather for a special events, 
dinners or receptions, weddings 
or holy/civil union ceremonies, 
rehearsal dinners, or memorial 
meals, as well as holiday 
parties, showers, corporate 
seminars and more, plus unique 
overnight lodging.

renaissance Chicago 
downtown 
1 W. Wacker dr.
312-372-7200
www.renaissancechicagodowntown.
com

 Whether you dream of saying 

“I do” in front of a few family 
members or can’t imagine 
celebrating without a few 
hundred of your closest friends, 
we can create a day that’s 
as special as your love. With 
elegant spaces, breathtaking 
views, custom catering and 
personalized service, we’ll take 
your wedding wish list and 
transform it into an event to 
remember. 

rotary Botanical 
Gardens 
Janesville, WI
608-752-3885, ext. 16
specialevents@rotarygardens.org
www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org
 With six charming wedding 
Gardens, lovely atrium, elegant 
ballroom and sun-dappled 
terrace, our team of event 
experts will help you transform 
your venue of choice into the 
wedding of your dreams.

Sidetrack 
3349 n. Halsted St.
773-477-9189
www.sidetrackchicago.com
info@sidetrackchicago.com
 Bringing people together 
with legendary parties for 
more than 30 years. Perfect for 
engagement parties, wedding 
ceremonies, or receptions. 
Custom music and video 
entertainment options, custom 
cocktails, caterer-friendly 
facilities, choice of staff. 

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church
3857 n. kostner ave.
773-725-9026
www.stjohnschicago.com
 Our country church in the 
city is the perfect venue for 
an intimate wedding for 100 
guests, either in the traditional 
sanctuary or in our lovely 
garden. Weddings can be 
planned and performed with 
our priest, The Rev. Kara Wagner 
Sherer, or your own minister. 
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1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE
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Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
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Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.
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reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com
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houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
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Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
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Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

Top 3 on YELP! for Chicago wedding venues, 2014



The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Contact us to schedule an appointment to view the venue. 

Follow us @congressplazaweddingsLike us at Congress Plaza Hotel Weddings

520 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60605

You can email us at 
catering@congressplazahotel.com 
or call 312 - 427 - 3800 ext. 5071

The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Visit our website www.congressplazahotel.com 
for more information.

An unforgettable evening, in a living piece of history, in the heart of Chicago.

The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Contact us to schedule an appointment to view the venue. 

Follow us @congressplazaweddingsLike us at Congress Plaza Hotel Weddings

520 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60605

You can email us at 
catering@congressplazahotel.com 
or call 312 - 427 - 3800 ext. 5071

The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Visit our website www.congressplazahotel.com 
for more information.

An unforgettable evening, in a living piece of history, in the heart of Chicago.

The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Contact us to schedule an appointment to view the venue. 

Follow us @congressplazaweddingsLike us at Congress Plaza Hotel Weddings

520 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60605

You can email us at 
catering@congressplazahotel.com 
or call 312 - 427 - 3800 ext. 5071

The Congress Plaza Hotel 
& Convention Center

Visit our website www.congressplazahotel.com 
for more information.

An unforgettable evening, in a living piece of history, in the heart of Chicago.

http://www.congressplazahotel.com





