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Anyone seeking in-person assistance for insurance enrollment can 
schedule an appointment by calling us at 773.388.1600. One of our 
insurance navigators will reach out to you within three business days 
to help walk you through the enrollment process.

howardbrown.org/affordablecare

Open Enrollment for health insurance is only 
six weeks, November  - December . 
Don’t miss it!

EVERYONE 
DESERVES
ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE

howardbrown.org

Howard Brown Health is now 
citywide! Visit us in a 
neighborhood near you.

HYDE PARK
EDGEWATER
ENGLEWOOD
ROGERS PARK
LAKEVIEW
UPTOWN

http://www.howardbrown.org/affordablecare
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PASSAGES

World War II vet
Ed Zasadil
 World War II veteran Ed Zasadil died peacefully
at home on Dec. 8. He was 93.
 Zasadil joined the U.S. Army in 1943 at the age 
of 18 and served with the 369th Army Band dur-

ing his three years. He was a longtime member 
and board member of the Chicago Chapter of the 
American Veterans for Equal Rights. He was also 
a long-time member of St. Pauls United Church of 
Christ in Chicago and a devoted fan of the Lyric 
Opera and the Chicago Symphony.
 He and his surviving partner, Larry Simpson, 
also a veteran, were together for 55 years. Video 
interviews with the couple are available at http://
chicagogayhistory.org/video_bio.html?id=672.
 A funeral is being planned for Wed., Dec. 13, 
at 11 a.m. at Adolf Funeral Home, 2921 South 
Harlem Ave., Berwyn. A larger memorial service, 
with some of the music that Zasadil loved, will 
be held at St. Pauls at a date in January to be 
determined.

—Jean Albright
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Judge rejects 
Trump’s trans 
military delay

On Dec. 11, Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly 
of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia rejected a request from the Trump 
administration to stay her injunction against 
the transgender military ban. 

She confirmed that the military must allow 
transgender recruits beginning Jan. 1.

In October, Kollar-Kotelly blocked the ban 
from taking effect while a lawsuit against it 
is working its way through court.

The National Center for Lesbian Rights 
(NCLR) and GLBTQ Legal Advocates & De-
fenders (GLAD) brought the lawsuit on be-
half of six unnamed service members and two 
recruits. 

In a statement, NCLR Legal Director Shan-
non Minter said the “Trump administration 
claims that our highly sophisticated military 
is unprepared to implement a minor policy 
change after more than a year of preparation 
are simply not credible.”

Moodie-Mills 
leaves Victory Fund 

Victory Fund and Victory Institute an-
nounced the resignation of President/CEO 
Aisha C. Moodie-Mills, with former Houston 
Mayor Annise Parker becoming the leader of 
the organizations.

The transition comes as both organizations 
prepare for the enormous opportunities in 
the 2018 election cycle, with more LGBTQ 
candidates running for elected office than 
ever before. 

According to a press release, “Parker’s ex-
perience as a former elected official, as well 
as decades of experience leading numerous 
organizations, will position Victory Fund and 
Victory Institute to be a vital player in elect-
ing LGBTQ people in the years ahead.”

Parker took over as of Monday, Dec. 11.

Ed Zasadil presents U.S. flag at 2011 Veterans 
Day Dinner held by the Chicago Chapter of 
AVER. 
Photo by tracy baim

Aisha Moodie-Mills. 
Photo courtesy of the victory Fund

Open To Thinking
GUEST COLUMN

by ALISon STAnTon

  Net Neutrality is the principle, and current 
FCC regulations, that let you a) get access to 
The Windy City Times, Advocate.com, Grindr 
and other LGBTQ content at all and b) have 
that access without paying more for that 
content on top of your current internet ac-
cess charges. 
 Net Neutrality says that all information 
on the Internet must be treated the same—
neutrally; that you can’t discriminate or 
charge different prices based on what type 
of content it is or what that content com-

municates. That means a video conference 
can’t be treated differently than a web page 
and an MSNBC page can’t be treated different 
than a FOX page. You pay one fee to access 
the Internet that doesn’t change depending 

on if you’re a Spotify listener or Pandora lis-
tener.
 I’m sounding the alarm that Dec. 14 the 
FCC will vote to rollback the current Net 
Neutrality protections unless Congress inter-
venes.
 Maybe you remember the SOPA blackout 
day in 2012 or Internet Slowdown Day in 
2014. This is the same issue. The big Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) see killing Net Neu-
trality as a way to make more money and to 
impose their values on the rest of us. That’s 
why it keeps coming back up year after year 
even though the public has already spoken 
through previous protests and online com-
ments on proposed FCC plans.
 We know from history what happens if we 
lose federal regulation in this area. In 2007 
Verizon blocked the pro-choice group NARAL 
from sending text messages on their network 
calling them “controversial or unsavory.” 
In 2012, the FCC caught Verizon blocking 
Google by having them remove 11 Android 
applications that saved a $20 fee, which vio-
lated Verizon’s Net Neutrality pledge. There 
are numerous other examples of ISPs throt-
tling (slowing down), intercepting and redi-
recting, or outright blocking Internet traffic.
 The details of the implementation of Net 
Neutrality are at times esoteric. For instance, 
in order to be enforceable Net Neutrality has 
to stay under Title II. However, this is not an 

Net Neutrality is worth fighting for—now!

Alison Stanton is a technology entrepreneur and grassroots organizer. As Founder and Chief 
Problem Solver at Stanton Ventures she makes data accessible, discoverable, and actionable. 
She loves knitting and using technology to empower audacious ideas.

“We know from history 
what happens if we lose 
federal regulation in this 
area. In 2007 Verizon 
blocked the pro-choice 
group nARAL from sending 
text messages on their 
network calling them 
“controversial or unsavory.” 

Turn to page 30

Protest against Verizon in Chicago on Dec. 7, one of the 700+ protests nationwide for net 
neutrality. 
Photo by alison stanton
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by CARRIE MAxWELL
            
Trans Lifeline co-founder Nina Chaubal (a trans-
gender woman and citizen of India) appeared in 
front of Chicago Immigration Court Judge Eliza-
beth Lang Nov. 29 for an administrative hear-
ing where the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) was pursuing a deportation case against 
her. About 15 supporters squeezed into the small 
courtroom to rally behind Chaubal and her U.S. 
citizen wife Greta Martela.
 Prior to co-founding Trans Lifeline, Chaubal 
worked at Google as a software engineer. She has 
been in the U.S. since 2009 on a student visa and 
then a work visa when she graduated from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
 This court date stemmed from an incident with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in 
Arizona last December. Chaubal was detained for 
a week at the for-profit ICE detention center Eloy, 
80 miles southeast of Phoenix. Eloy has been cit-
ed for its abusive policies against undocumented 
immigrants and transgender women.
 She was released when ICE processed her bond 
payment after the New Year’s holiday. Supporters 
started a crowd funding campaign to pay for her 
ensuing legal fees.
 Chaubal and Martela co-founded the crisis hot-
line Trans Lifeline about three years ago to help 
transgender people like themselves. They were 
traveling from San Diego to their home in Chi-
cago (they have since moved to Northern Califor-
nia) after a long fundraising trip for Trans Lifeline 
when they were stopped by ICE at a checkpoint 
in Arizona. Martela had originally thought about 
traveling through the Rocky Mountains but was 
worried about the winter weather, hence they 

took the southern route through Arizona.
 When ICE stopped their vehicle they detained 
Chaubal when they discovered she had an ex-
pired work visa even though the couple provided 
authorities with their marriage certificate. Like 
many transgender people, Chaubal’s Indian pass-
port did not match her gender identity, therefore 
outing her as a transgender woman. Martela ex-
plained that ICE was stopping everyone that day 
and questioning their citizenship.
 “When I was arrested I was thinking about all 
the horror stories I had heard of trans women 
in prisons and detention centers being held in 
the men’s unit or in solitary confinement,” said 
Chaubal. “I was also afraid that the over armed 
border patrol guards would choose to use force. 
The first day, they moved me between facilities 
without telling me where I was and with no way 
to contact Greta.”
 “I was terrified that they were going to hurt 
Nina,” said Martela. “The border patrol officers 
were clearly transphobic. Being stopped at a 
checkpoint and having my wife detained was a 
nightmare, something that I associate with to-
talitarian regimes. The border patrol agents lied 
to me about what would happen. They told me to 
drive to a parking lot and wait for her. They were 
taunting me in my pain and fear. They are the 
worst kind of bigots and cowards.”
 At the Nov. 29 hearing, Chaubal’s immigration 
attorney Michael Jarecki argued in court that 
since U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) had already signed off on the couple’s 
“good faith marriage” by approving a marriage-
based petition at an interview in Oct. 2017, she 
should be allowed to stay in the country. Legal 
preparations for Chaubal’s marriage-based green 

card filing were already in the works before Chau-
bal was detained. Jarecki noted that Chaubal’s 
detention complicated her case on every level.
 “At that time, many LGBTQ bi-national couples 
were extremely worried about immediate changes 
to immigration law and same-sex marriage once 
Trump was inaugurated,” said Jarecki. “Nina’s 
case was considered uncomplicated at first. Given 
that Nina’s immigration history was ‘clean’ and 
she did not have a criminal history, it was an-
ticipated that we would pursue the case directly 
with USCIS.”
 “During the Nov. 29 hearing none of the people 
who were fighting deportation were referred to 
by name,” said Martela. “Instead, they referred 
to them only by their A number in a disgusting 
attempt to dehumanize everyone there, including 
my wife.”
 Additionally, ahead of the hearing, Jarecki ex-
plained that he made a request to the DHS at-
torneys to join him in a motion to terminate 
the deportation proceedings and allow Chaubal 

to apply for her green card through USCIS due 
to well-known immigration court delays. DHS did 
not agree to these terms so Jarecki made a mo-
tion to terminate proceedings during the hearing 
to allow the USCIS to take jurisdiction.
 Judge Lang did not agree to the termination 
request and instead ruled that Chaubal will have 
a final hearing in front of her in Feb. 2018 to 
determine if she will be granted the green card. 
Jarecki noted that Chaubal will be able to present 
her case at the Feb. 2018 hearing, including af-
fidavits or written testimony from witnesses and 
her own testimony.
 “The hearing relieved a lot of stress for me 
because they did not deport me that day,” said 
Chaubal. “It was not the victory we wanted, but 
it let us keep moving forward.”
 “If the green card is approved in February, the 
case will be terminated because Nina will be ap-
proved for permanent resident status and the 
government will no longer have an argument that 
she is deportable,” said Jarecki.

Trans Lifeline co-founder
Chaubal appears before
immigration-court judge

Greta Martela (left) and nina Chaubal. 
Photo printed with permission from Chaubal’s Facebook page

Look Your Best for the Holidays!
• Botox $10/unit
• Xeomin $9/unit

Freshenup.Life
Dr. David Rudziewicz
Schedule your appointment today at
Freshenup.Life
(Located in Pocket Suites)
2122 W. Belmont, Chicago
872-999-0110

Always look your best!

http://www.bookcellarinc.com
http://www.freshenup.life
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SHOW YOUR

• Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys. 
If you develop new or worse kidney problems, they may tell you to 
stop taking GENVOYA.

• Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being 
more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands 
and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat. 

• Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin 
or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, 
or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any side effects that bother you or 
don’t go away. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before 
taking GENVOYA? 
• All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare 

provider if you have or have had any kidney or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

• All the medicines you take, including prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
Other medicines may affect how GENVOYA works. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Ask your healthcare provider if it is safe to take 
GENVOYA with all of your other medicines.  

• If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take GENVOYA.

• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 
if GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking GENVOYA.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do 
not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about GENVOYA, including 
important warnings, on the following page.

WHAT IS GENVOYA®?
GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in people 12 years and older who weigh at least 
77 pounds. It can either be used in people who are starting 
HIV-1 treatment and have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, 
or people who are replacing their current HIV-1 medicines 
and whose healthcare provider determines they meet certain 
requirements. These include having an undetectable viral load 
(less than 50 copies/mL) for 6 months or more on their current 
HIV-1 treatment. GENVOYA combines 4 medicines into 1 pill 
taken once a day with food. GENVOYA is a complete HIV-1 
treatment and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses, you must keep 
taking GENVOYA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
others. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
What is the most important information I should know 
about GENVOYA? 
GENVOYA may cause serious side effects: 
• Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not 

approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV and 
stop taking GENVOYA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take GENVOYA?
Do not take GENVOYA if you take: 
• Certain prescription medicines for other conditions. It is 

important to ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about 
medicines that should not be taken with GENVOYA. Do not 
start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

• The herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
• Any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection.
What are the other possible side effects of GENVOYA? 
Serious side effects of GENVOYA may also include: 
• Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get 

stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any new symptoms after you start taking GENVOYA.

GENVOYA does not 
cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Ask your healthcare provider if GENVOYA is right for you. 

POWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWERPOWER
Take care of what matters most—you. GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete 
HIV-1 treatment for people who are either new to treatment or people whose healthcare 
provider determines they can replace their current HIV-1 medicines with GENVOYA. 

GENVOYA.com
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about 
GENVOYA® and does not replace talking to your healthcare 
provider about your condition and your treatment.

(jen-VOY-uh)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GENVOYA

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not 

approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV 
may suddenly get worse if you stop taking GENVOYA. Do not stop 
taking GENVOYA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as 
they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• This is only a brief summary of important information about GENVOYA. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

• Go to GENVOYA.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
• If you need help paying for your medicine, visit GENVOYA.com for 

program information. 

ABOUT GENVOYA 

•  GENVOYA is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in people  
12 years of age and older who weigh at least 77 pounds and have 
never taken HIV-1 medicines before. GENVOYA can also be used 
to replace current HIV-1 medicines for some people who have an 
undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL of virus in their blood), 
and have been on the same HIV-1 medicines for at least 6 months 
and have never failed HIV-1 treatment, and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements.

•  GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare 
provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

Do NOT take GENVOYA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: alfuzosin (Uroxatral®), 

carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Carnexiv®, Epitol®, Equetro®, 
Tegretol®, Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid 
Quicksolv®), dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine 
(Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), lovastatin (Altoprev®, Mevacor®), lurasidone (Latuda®), 
methylergonovine (Methergine®), midazolam (when taken by mouth), 
phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Dilantin-125®, 
Phenytek®), pimozide (Orap®), rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®,  
Rifater®, Rimactane®), sildenafil when used for lung problems 
(Revatio®), simvastatin (Vytorin®, Zocor®), or triazolam (Halcion®).

•  Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.
•  Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF GENVOYA 

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including: 
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About GENVOYA” section.
•  Changes in your immune system.
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a  

serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell  
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain,  
being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea  
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by CARRIE MAxWELL

Gay Liberation Network (GLN) hosted a “No LG-
BTQ Cover for Israeli Repression of Palestinians” 
forum Dec. 9 at Chicago Public Library’s Uptown 
branch.

Ahead of the discussion, GLN Co-founder Andy 
Thayer (who also served as the moderator) ex-
plained the reasons behind this forum. He noted 
that GLN approaches their Palestinian support 
through an intersectional lens.

“[Intersectionality] is a buzz term that is 
turned around very much on the progressive left 
today unfortunately with respect to issues of war 
and specifically Palestinian issues are often to-
tally ignored,” said Thayer.

Thayer said the 2016 LGBTQ Task Force’s Creat-
ing Change conference held in Chicago was an 
example where intersectionality regarding Pales-

tinian issues was ignored. He said the attempts 
to elevate Palestinian issues in an intersectional 
way during this year’s Chicago Dyke March and 
Slut Walk were criticized by some individuals and 
groups.

This forum, Thayer explained, was crafted to 
have a civil discussion about the issue, describe 
pinkwashing, outline why the LGBTQ community 
should practice intersectionality regarding Pal-
estinian issues and talk about U.S. support of 
repressive regimes. He noted that for decades 
Israel has been the number one recipient of U.S. 
military aid.

According to Thayer, young activists, including 
those in Black Lives Matter, have supported Pal-
estinians and their issues and he hopes that the 
LGBTQ community writ large will follow suit. He 
also denounced the Trump Administration’s deci-
sion to move the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. Thayer said Israel has stolen 
land from the Palestinians for years and because 
of this the Gaza Strip is one of the most densely 
populated places in the world.

Panelists included longtime Chicago LGBTQ ac-
tivist and Chicago Dyke March Collective member 
Alexis Martinez, Jewish Voice for Peace Chicago 
chapter leader Stephanie Skora and Samer, co-
host of Olive Oil and Time podcast (Palestinian-
focused) and community organizer.

Samer spoke about the Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions (BDS) Movement against Israel. He 
said BDS is a global campaign to put political 
and economic pressure on Israel for its violations 
of international law regarding its treatment of 
the Palestinians. Samer explained that the BDS 
movement wants people to boycott Israeli-made 
products, have private entities pull their financial 
support and pressure governments to apply sanc-
tions on Israel.

More generally, Samer said that, for the past 
70 years, Palestinians have not been granted the 
same political equality from the rest of the world 

as Israel. He explained that the issue of Palestine 
and Israel transcends human-rights campaigns 
because those campaigns do not combat capital-
ism or colonization. 

Samer said an example of a constructive po-
litical project would be a one-state solution with 
Palestinians having the same political, social and 
economic human rights as Israelis. He said Israe-
lis have to dismantle the Zionist political struc-
tures, institutions and rhetoric within the state 
of Israel. Samer said reparations for Palestinians 
have to be a part of this human-rights discus-
sion.

Skora explained that based on her calculations 
the U.S. sends eight times more financial aid to 
Israel than it does to the Palestinians. She said 
one of the issues facing LGBTQ Jews today is 
pinkwashing.

“Within the context of the Palestinian struggle, 
pinkwashing means the intentional use of Israel’s 
supposed positive record on LGBTQ rights to cov-
er up the crimes they commit daily on Palestin-
ians,” said Skora.

Skora said pinkwashing came out of the Brand 
Israel campaign during the early 2000s when 
tourism was down due to people’s fears about 
Israel. She said the campaign was designed to 
change the image of Israel from a negative to 
positive viewpoint. Skora said one of the ways 
they did this was to target white gay men in the 
U.S. and European countries with ads that said 
they were friendly toward gay people in order 
to extract tourism dollars from them. She said 
the campaign was built on a stereotype of what 
LGBTQ life is like and they have been successful 
despite what, according to her, is the historical 
homophobia and transphobia of the Israeli state.

Martinez noted that she is a Mexican and White 
Mountain Apache. She explained that the situa-
tion in Israel can be compared to the continued 
negative treatment of Native Americans by the 

U.S. government going back to the colonial days. 
Martinez said she refuses to accept any anti-
Semitism and believes God has a special relation-
ship with the Jewish people. She explained that 
she cannot ignore what she calls the abuses by 
the Israeli government toward the Palestinians, 
including reducing their borders over the years.

Among the many queries during the Q&A ses-
sion was why there was no one on the panel to 
defend Israel.

Thayer explained that the event was organized 
around a pro-Palestinian message and used the 
example of having a panel about LGBTQ equality 
and also inviting an anti-LGBTQ person to speak. 
He explained that in the mainstream media one 
does not hear Palestinian voices so this event was 
for them to be able to get their message across.
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Gay Liberation Network hosts
Palestinian-focused forum

From left: Stephanie Skora, Samer, Alexis Martinez and Andy Thayer. 
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

People protest Trump’s 
Jerusalem declaration 

Speaking out against President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the official 
capital of Israel, approximately 200 people rallied in Daley Plaza on Dec. 7, WGN-TV reported.

Apparently, there was a brief skirmish that involved neo-Nazi counterprotesters—but the dem-
onstrators made them depart. Pro-Palestine demonstrators then marched through the Loop to the 
Israeli consulate at Madison and Canal streets after the protest.

Among the protesters’ concerns is that Trump’s decision reverses U.S. Mideast policy and could 
deal a serious blow to an already fragile peace process.

The WGN item is at http://wgntv.com/2017/12/07/protesters-rally-against-trumps-decision-to-
recognize-jerusalem-as-the-capital-of-israel/.

Photos by Tim Carroll Photography

basim Kasem at the rally. 
Photo by tim Carroll Photography
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by LIZ bAUDLER

Calls for trauma-informed intervention were 
heard throughout the first ever Gender and Jus-
tice Symposium at Ann and Robert H. Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital on Dec. 7, led by the state’s at-
torney herself.  

“What we know far too often when we look into 
the history of the perpetrator they too have been 
victimized,” said Kim Foxx. 

Foxx touched on her own history as a survivor 
of sexual abuse, and said she felt it was “inevi-
table” that she would enter the criminal justice 
system, although, she joked, she didn’t expect 
to do it as lead prosecutor. She admonished the 
room full of community organizers, therapists, 
and others to learn about the populations they 
worked with so as to prevent further harm. 

“I want to make sure everything we do is in-
formed by everyone we serve,” said Foxx.

Deanne Benos, of Women’s Justice Initiative, 
talked about her experiences working in with the 
correctional department and how staff was “dis-
missive” of the traumatized female population. 
Throughout the morning, the audience heard var-
ious statistics about incarcerated and detained 
women. Foxx stated that more than 80 percent of 
the girls in the juvenile justice system experience 
violence, while Benos added that 98 percent of 
incarcerated women have a domestic or sexual-
abuse history. She added that confinement likely 
triggers trauma, getting these women labeled as 
aggressive.

“We are killing women and girls that enter our 
justice system,” she said. However she pointed 
out that Illinois recently passed a law requiring 
gender responsive, trauma informed polices and 
procedures in the prison and parole system.

The first of two panels made up of practitio-
ners, activists and formerly incarcerated women 
discussed the importance of gender. Panelists 
agreed on the need to properly train those who 
work with incarcerated women. Mariela Villanue-
va, one of the formerly incarcerated women, now 
is an artist who works with Free Write, said many 
correctional employees told her she was “just a 
check” to them. 

Benos had pointed out that incarcerated wom-

en were “disproportionately” of color, and moder-
ator Anna Buckingham identified the intersection 
of race and gender as a crucial variable in this 
population. Therapist Sequoya Hayes discussed 
how Black women and girls often play a dual role 
in households; that of protector versus victim 
or survivor. She saw Black women as cycling be-
tween “resilience, repression and response.”

Filmmaker and activist Valerie Goodloe added, 
“being Black, a woman, and poor is a triple 
threat.” Goodloe told the room about visiting 
Cook County Jail and seeing a room full of what 
she presumed to be butch lesbians. Upon talking 
to one of them, Goodloe learned that this woman 
had been raped repeatedly by her father and oth-
ers starting at age 11. At 28, she had 10 kids, 
and in Goodloe’s words, “did not feel worthy of 
being a women”. 

Despite the symposium’s inclusive title, LGBTQ 
issues were often addressed sparingly, although 
many panelists and speakers recognized the 
identity as an important intersection. Villanueva 
talked about employees isolating LGBTQ girls and 
telling them they were “going to hell.” 

The panel also discussed the myth that working 
with girls is hard, a myth they partially agreed 
with. “Women are different,” Goodloe said. “We 
have more challenges and more things we have 
to be accountable for.” 

Theology professor Dr. Stephanie Crumpton 
said she’d had to learn that “everybody’s not my 
daughter and I’m not everyone’s mama.” Villan-
ueva echoed that trust was the key to building 
relationships with women and girls in her situ-
ation. 

Keynote speaker Shakira Washington, of the 
National Crittenton Foundation, pointed out that 
often the offenses that put girls in contact with 
the criminal justice system were “behaviors re-
flective of the complex lives which they live”. 
Many of girls’ initial violations were status of-
fenses such as missing curfew or simple assault, 
often in the context of a family dispute, situa-
tions which Washington said posed “little to no 
risk to public safety.” 

Washington explained the effects of ACES, or 
adverse childhood experiences, such as a divorce, 
physical abuse or emotional neglect. Those with 

an ACE score above 4 are four to five times more 
likely to be socially or cognitively impacted by 
their trauma. Certain ACES, such as sexual abuse, 
are much more likely in girls. 

“Trauma goes well beyond what ACE asseses,” 
Washington said. She added that girls of color are 
twice as likely to be incarcerated as white girls, 
and that 40 percent of detained girls are LGBTQ. 
While Washington ended her speech on the note 
of resilience, she acknowledged that girls and 
youth were often failed by the systems suppos-
edly designed to help them. 

“Too often we expect young people to be resil-
ient under conditions no one should have to be 
resilient under,” Washington said. 

In the face of the grim statistics, the day’s sec-
ond panel focused on moving forward. Yet mov-
ing forward seemed impossible for Hannah Perez, 
who told the room about giving birth while in-
carcerated. In the final weeks of her pregnancy, 
Perez was in a room with no air conditioning, in 
temperatures approaching 100 degrees and with 
no cold drinks. She said people rarely responded 
when she yelled, and after she gave birth and 
could hardly walk, she was still followed to the 
bathroom. Officials didn’t allow her mother with 
her as she gave birth, and gave no information to 
the family about the health of the baby, she said. 

The rest of the panel seemed to echo Perez’s 
dark tone, initially. Mark Payne, former executive 
director of CeaseFire, talked about noticing an 
uptick of girls being shot but city officials not 
expressing “a lot of interest” in his observation 
or bringing in experts to deal with gender. Dr. 
Kisha Roberts-Tabbs, a Cook County juvenile pro-
bation officer, expressed consternation that there 
was no outreach to the juvenile justice system 
for dealing with human trafficking. Roberts-Tabbs 
said she’d gotten over 1,000 calls on the matter 
since taking her position in 2015. 

Roberts-Tabbs also shed light on why girls were 
more likely to rack up status offenses, pinpoint-
ing cultural expectations. “When my daughter’s 

not home, it says I’m not doing something right,” 
she explained. 

Payne’s advice for progress was to work with 
organizations that excel at specific outreach and 
to expand existing programs. He also added that 
activists were important to policy change, citing 
an example of the trans community protesting 
lockup procedure leading to a change in that 
procedure. 

Symposium organizer Liz Alexander closed with 
a story of the Masaai in Kenya, who often greet 
each other by asking, “Are the children well?”

“Our children are not well,” said Alexander. 
“The system has failed them.” Yet it was clear 
that to her, the day had served its purpose. “We 
have come to a point where we can acknowledge 
all this,” said Alexander. “We must create what 
has never been created before.”

Inaugural gender/justice
symposium focuses
on women of color

Symposium organizer Liz Alexander. 
Photo by liz baudler

Australia legalizes
same-sex marriage

After years of debate, Australia’s Parlia-
ment has voted to legalize same-sex mar-
riage, becoming the 24th in the world to 
do so, CNN reported. Only four members op-
posed the measure.

Recently, a national survey showed that 61 
percent of more than 12 million respondents 
favored marriage equality.

The first same-sex weddings cannot take 
place until January, as all couples are re-
quired to give a month’s notice.

“We welcome Australia into the growing 
family of freedom loving nations that ensure 
marriage equality for all couples,” said Ty 
Cobb, director of HRC (Human Rights Cam-
paign) Global, in a statement. 

The CNN article is at http://www.cnn.
com/2017/12/07/asia/australia-same-sex-
marriage-intl/index.html.
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by LISA KEEn
KEEn nEWS SERVICE

Many media reporting on the Dec. 5 oral argu-
ments in the U.S. Supreme Court case Masterpiece 
Cakeshop v. Colorado said the court’s always piv-
otal vote from Justice Anthony Kennedy seemed 
to be leaning away from the pro-LGBT trend he 
has established for years. 

The Associated Press said Kennedy seemed 
“conflicted.” The New York Times said he said 
things favorable to both sides in the case. The 
scotusblog analysis by Amy Howe headlined it 
most bluntly: The majority was “leaning toward 
ruling for Colorado baker.”

LGBT legal activists and their organizations 
were quieter than usual. Those who did comment 
on the record seemed cautiously optimistic. But 
the court’s transcript of the proceeding betrayed 
how unnervingly unpredictable the outcome of 
this dramatically important case is.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor asked the most ques-
tions of the morning, primarily aimed at shooting 
holes in the arguments of the attorney for the 
Colorado baker, Jack Phillips. Phillips was just 
one of several business owners the Alliance De-
fending Freedom (ADF) recruited who was willing 
to refuse service to a gay couple. In 2012 Colo-
rado, same-sex marriage was not yet legal but it 
was also against state law to discriminate based 
on sexual orientation in public accommodations. 

Chief Justice John Roberts posed the second 
greatest number of questions Dec. 5. A moder-
ately conservative member of the bench, he was 
occupied with bolstering the arguments of the 
baker’s ADF attorney, Kristen Waggoner.

Joining Sotomayor in challenging the ADF ar-
guments were Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
Elena Kagan, along with occasional remarks by 
Justice Stephen Breyer.

Justices Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch joined 
Roberts on the baker’s side. With Justice Clarence 
Thomas being an historically reliable vote against 
the interests of LGBT people, the tally stood at 
four to four, leaving Kennedy, once again, as the 
uncertain but decisive vote.

Kennedy has been a fairly reliable vote in sup-
port of equal rights for LGBT people in recent 
years. But during the Dec. 5 oral argument, he 
seemed to turn the tables. He singled out an 
LGBT activist on the Colorado Civil Rights Com-
mission for admonishment, saying she had been 
disrespectful and intolerant of Phillips’ stated re-
ligious beliefs. He wondered out loud whether the 
gay couple could not have just gone to another 
bakery to avoid the conflict. He expressed con-
cern about the Commission’s order that Phillips 
require his staff to undergo training to ensure 
compliance with the state law. And he asked U.S. 
Solicitor General Noel Francisco, representing the 

Trump administration in support of the baker, “If 
you prevail, could the baker put a sign in his win-
dow, ‘We do not bake cakes for gay weddings?’” 

Ria Tabacco Mar—an ACLU attorney and coun-
sel of record for the gay couple, Charlie Craig and 
David Mullins—said she thought Kennedy’s ques-
tions gave “no indication” of how he will vote in 
the case. She took heart from Kennedy’s comment 
that putting a sign in the bakery’s window might 
be an “affront to the gay community.”

“He did not express any concern about apply-
ing anti-discrimination laws to conduct motivat-
ed by religious beliefs in general, which is the 
broader question at stake,” said Mar. But Ken-
nedy’s comment about the LGBT member of the 
Colorado Commission, she said, raises the “possi-
bility” that he might urge fellow justices to send 
the case back for reconsideration.

All of the justices (with the exception of Thom-
as, who almost never speaks during oral argu-
ments) were very actively engaged in the discus-
sion Tuesday, which ran 30 minutes longer than 

the one hour allotted.
The specific legal question was whether a per-

son’s First Amendment right—to speech, religion, 
expression or association—trumps laws prohibit-
ing discrimination based on sexual orientation 
in public accommodations. The implications go 
much broader than the single issue of marriage 
licensing. Public accommodations include a wide 
variety of businesses serving the general public—
restaurants, hotels, taxicabs, and funeral homes, 
to name a few. 

The conflict between discrimination and the 
First Amendment has arisen before in the context 
of white business owners in the south who said 
their religious beliefs prevented them from serv-
ing black customers the same as white customers.

“The reason we’re asking these questions,” said 
Justice Stephen Breyer at one point Dec. 5, “is 
because, obviously, we want some kind of dis-
tinction that will not undermine every civil rights 
law … including [those protecting] African-
Americans, Hispanic-Americans [and] everybody 
who has been discriminated against in very basic 
things of life—food, design of furniture, homes 
and buildings.”

Sotomayor asked about this possibility most 
bluntly.

“Is your theory that public accommodation 
laws cannot trump free speech or free exercise 
claims in protecting against race discrimina-
tion?” she asked ADF’s Waggoner.

“That is not my theory,” replied Waggoner. She 
started to explain, as she had in written briefs, 
that she was trying to say that the free exercise 
or speech claim could trump the public accommo-
dation laws when the business owner’s objection 

is not about the “person” but about the conduct 
the person is engaged in.

Baker Phillips has said numerous times that he 
refused to sell the gay couple a cake—not be-
cause the men were gay but—because they were 
celebrating their marriage. And Phillips said his 
understanding of the Bible is that marriage be-
tween same-sex partners is wrong.

But Waggoner struggled to answer Justice Ka-
gan’s question about whether the same sort of 
argument would work “if your client instead ob-
jected to an interracial marriage?”

That was a “very different case,” said Wag-
goner.

“You are just saying race is different?” asked 
Kagan.

“I think race is different for two reasons,” said 
Waggoner. One reason, she said, is that, with 
race, the objection is over “who the person is, 
rather than what the message is.” The other rea-
son, she said, is that courts require “compelling” 
reasons for treating people differently based on 
race. There has been no such heightened scrutiny 
for discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Justice Sotomayor asked Waggoner how she 
would address the claim that “actually, what is 
happening here may superficially look like it’s 
about the message [religious beliefs about mar-
riage for same-sex couples] but it’s really about 
the person’s identity [being gay].”

Waggoner said the state had the power to de-
cide “what speech is offensive and what is not” 
and that it was the state that discriminated 
against Phillips’ viewpoint.

Read the entire Masterpiece article online at 
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Masterpiece case:
Uncertainty surrounds
Supreme Court decision

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 
Photo by elena seibert
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by AnGELIqUE SMITh
 
Color of Change, which James Rucker and Van 
Jones founded in 2005, is a Black-led online ra-
cial justice organization with more than 1 million 
members. 

Named the sixth-most innovative company in 
the world by Fast Company in 2015, with Rashad 
Robinson currently at the helm, the organization 
has moved its members to fight racism and in-
justice through initiatives as varied as net neu-
trality, support of the DACA program, and calling 
attention to the dearth of African-Americans as 
decision makers in the entertainment industry. 

Windy City Times: Talk about Color of 
Change.

Rashad Robinson: Color of Change is a 21st-
century racial-justice organization, founded in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina … literally 
when Black people were demanding the govern-
ment do something and they were left to die. Col-
or of Change works to channel the presence that 
Black people have in the world into the power to 
make real change. Going back to that Katrina mo-
ment, no one was nervous about disappointing 
Black people. In so many ways, our work is about 
forcing decision makers to be accountable.

WCT: how did you become involved?
RR: I came in contact with Color of Change 

during my time as the head of programs and 
advocacy at the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD). At GLAAD, I would often 
see stuff in the media or in my work where I was 
like, “If that was gay we would stop it, but it’s 
Black.” I would often reach out to folks in the 
civil rights space and the folks at Color of Change 
would always respond. After a number of those 
exchanges, their ED at the time and the founders 
were very much like, “We’d love it if you would 
consider coming on.” I took over as executive 
director in 2011.

WCT: I want to go back to what you said 
earlier, about how institutions and corpora-
tions just aren’t nervous about disappointing 
black people. how do you think the way activ-
ism uses technology, like the power of black 
Twitter for example, has started to change that 
view?

RR: I think Black Twitter and all these tools 
are really helpful, though technology for Black 
activism isn’t new. I remember this amazing story 
the late Julian Bond—who was the founder of 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC)—told me, about how SNCC installed a 
wide area telephone service (WATS) line in their 
Shaw University office. WATS was the precursor 
to the 1-800 number. It allowed them to make 
direct long-distance calls because, at the time, 
the phone operators in the South were largely 
controlled by the White Citizens’ Councils. Long-

distance calls would be regularly intercepted: if 
you called from Howard University to Tuskegee 
about a sit-in, people would be listening in on 
your call. And WATS fixed a lot of those problems.

WCT: Amazing.
RR: But WATS wasn’t their theory of change, 

WATS would not have made their movement 
stronger if they hadn’t had a strong strategy. I 
think social media and technology can be very 
helpful in helping us amplify, but it sometimes 
can make us mistake presence, visibility and 
retweets for power. We have these moments on 
social media where we force someone to do some-
thing but we actually don’t change the rules. We 
may win something episodic, but we’re almost 
playing whack-a-mole at the carnival and we’re 
no better off.

WCT: you’re all about changing structural 
policy, so how does the organization decide to 
take on an issue?

RR: We have a lot of ongoing issues and, as 
a member-led organization, we both poll our 
members on what they care about and we use a 
lot of tech and data to react to what people are 
responding to. Sometimes people say they care 
about a certain set of policies, but when put be-
fore them, they don’t respond to them as much 
as other things. We try to help our members re-
spond to issues they care about, but in the most 

strategic way. 
If people say that they want to help end mass 

incarceration, we try to find the right set of cam-
paigns to bring that energy into systemic change, 
[like] a fight to end money bail and to change the 
practices of district attorneys in order to have a 
long-term, positive impact in that space.

WCT: Tell us about the organization’s work 
weakening the American Legislative Exchange 
Council (ALEC). I think a lot of people aren’t 
even familiar with ALEC and how it shapes 
policy.

RR: ALEC is a 40+-year-old organization co-
founded by the same guy who founded the Heri-
tage Foundation. You don’t really see the people 
from ALEC on TV, even on FOX News debating. 
That’s why I say you can’t confuse presence for 
power. ALEC is not very visible. Basically, ALEC 
brings corporations and state legislators together 
behind the scenes to craft legislation that the 
state legislators go back home, introduce and 
work to pass. ALEC has become so successful that 
some state legislators introduce laws and forget 
to take the ALEC logo off the top of the page and 
it would still pass.

WCT: That’s so horrifying.
RR: We really learned about ALEC when those 

discriminatory voter ID laws were popping up 
around the country, like the ones that say you 
can vote with your gun license but not your stu-
dent ID. We knew that in the states where they 
were being introduced, they were being passed 
and put forward by Tea Party state legislators and 
it was their intention to keep Black people from 
voting … and young people, and immigrants and 
senior citizens and a host of other folks.

WCT: obviously, the feature and not the 
bug...

RR: Well, we found out that this law was writ-
ten by ALEC at one of their meetings and that 
98 percent of ALEC’s money came from corpora-
tions. Corporations—who every single day came 
to our community and said, “Buy our products 
and services”—were behind this organization, 
which was essentially making it harder for us to 
vote. We decided to launch a public campaign, 
“Stop corporate-funded voter suppression,” but 
didn’t name any corporations. Then we commu-
nicated behind the scenes with the corporations. 
We would send letters, get on the phone, they’d 
say, “We give a little on the left and a little on 
the right,” and we’d say, “That’s great, but there’s 
not two sides to Black people voting.” By the end 
of the conversation, they would dedicate their 
senior-level Black person to being on the phone 
with us…

WCT: There’s always one.
RR: There’s always one, right? 
We had some corporations that pulled out be-

hind the scenes, but while that was going on, 
the tragedy of Trayvon Martin happened. Our or-
ganization jumped in, supported hoodie rallies 
around the country, hundreds of thousands of 
people signed petitions—it was a huge effort by 
Color of Change. Then we found out that Stand 
Your Ground was an ALEC law written by Walmart, 
the largest seller of guns, and passed in states 
around the country. At that time, we escalated. 
We gave some corporations 48 hours, we began to 
move our members into more public engagement. 
We stopped the behind the scenes conversations 

and we were quite successful in channeling the 
energy of people who were outraged about voter 
ID laws and what happened to Trayvon. 

[More than] 100 corporations have left ALEC. 
We left them with a $1.4-million budget short-
fall, they had to end their committees working 
on those policies, and they had to close down 
their swanky office in D.C. and move to smaller 
digs in Virginia.

WCT: I’ve been following Color of Change for 
a long time and it’s been interesting to see 
the organization’s foresight into what could be 
an even bigger problem later—whether it’s net 
neutrality then and right now, or Trump then 
and right now.

RR: My first campaign at Color of Change was 
back when [Trump] was on Celebrity Apprentice. 
We tried to get NBC to end that show while he 
was going around doing his birther rant. It was 
a racist conspiracy theory about President Obama 
he was running around the country with, while 
simultaneously being given this huge platform 
on TV by NBC. A platform to decide who gets to 
stay and who gets to leave, being positioned as 
a smart, savvy businessman. We heard from many 
different activists and other organizations, “You 
guys should really concentrate on more serious 
stuff; don’t you guys have better things to care 
about?”

WCT: Well, it’s serious now, isn’t it?
RR: And then, net neutrality. We are an orga-

nization that was actually founded on a single 
email in the aftermath of a flood. Our ability to 
be powerful, to have our information seen and 
heard, to be able to push back against powerful 
corporations and not have the content that we’re 
moving blocked, has relied on an open internet.

WCT: Absolutely.
RR: I also think about an open internet in so 

many different ways. In a country where Black 
people and women don’t own media outlets, the 
internet has provided a tool for us to be able to 
make our voices heard. I remember when I was 
at GLAAD back in 2007/2008, at the rise of the 
gay blogosphere where you had all of these LGBT 
folks, many of whom would never have gotten on 
mainstream media at the time, building their own 
platforms where people could follow them. The 
internet—whether it is from a democracy per-
spective and making our voices heard, whether it 
is from a commerce perspective allowing people 
to compete in a marketplace that has kept them 
out—has been a tool that’s allowed many people 
to rise. It’s a powerful tool, and that’s why cor-
porations want to control it.

WCT: What would you say is next for you?
RR: The big thing is the 2018 elections. We 

will continue to be focused on district attorney 
elections around the country and channeling en-
ergy into getting better decision makers for Black 
people. We don’t think about candidate first, we 
think about issue first. We think about building 
Black independent political power. That means 
beyond any political party, we’re working to put 
people in office that we can hold accountable, 
that are going to work to make our community 
better.

Learn more about Color of Change at https://
colorofchange.org.

Read the entire interview with Robinson on-
line at WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Color of Change’s
Rashad Robinson on the
work needing to be done

Rashad Robinson. 
Photo courtesy of Color of Change
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by MATT SIMonETTE

Democratic candidates vying in the March 2018 
primary for their party’s nomination for governor 
of Illinois gathered Dec. 6 for a debate focused 
on LGBT-related issues. 

The forum, held at Second Presbyterian Church, 
1936 S. Michigan Ave., was sponsored by Equal-
ity Illinois as well as a sizable coalition of local 
advocacy organizations, including Association of 
Latinos/as Motivating Action (ALMA),  Affinity 
and Pride Action Tank. The event was the first 
statewide candidates’ political forum centered 
on LGBT issues, according to Anthony Galloway, 
Equality Illinois’ director of civic engagement. 
The forum was streamed live across the state at 
viewing parties.

Candidates included businessmen J.B. Pritzker 
and Chris Kennedy; state Sen. Daniel Biss (D-
Evanston); anti-violence activist Tio Hardiman; 
and Madison County Regional Superintendent of 
Schools Bob Daiber. 

Moderators included Equality Illinois CEO Brian 
Johnson; Pride Action Tank Executive Director 
Kim Hunt; ALMA Vice President Kenny Martin-
Ocasio; and Affinity Community Services Execu-
tive Director Imani Rupert-Gordon. Questions and 
responses focused on LGBT-specific issues as well 
as intersectional topics such as immigration and 
healthcare.

Overall there was little disagreement amongst 
the candidates about the need for fighting for 
and preserving LGBT rights; except for a few par-
ticipants’ slight digs at their opponents’ experi-
ence-level, or financial status, the discussion was 
collegial, with most candidates’ ire focused on 
Gov. Bruce Rauner and President Donald Trump. 

The forum opened with each of the candidates 
pledging support for the community. (Daiber was 
late driving up from downstate, so he missed the 
opening remarks.)

Pritzker spoke about how inclusiveness was a 
principle imbibed within him by his mother, and 
mentioned his support of 1990s openly gay pio-
neering candidates Judge Tom Chiola and state 
Rep. Larry McKeon. “I’ve stood with you long be-
fore it was [politically] ‘safe,’” he said.

Biss, who earlier that afternoon debuted a 
comprehensive platform on LGBT issues, added, 
“When I’m governor, the LGBTQ community’s 
voice will be heard.”

“I plan to [support the community] to the best 
of my ability and on every level,” said Hardiman.

Kennedy spoke of his large family, which he 
said included LGBT members: “We believe fami-
lies should be loyal, and we believe government 
should be an extension of families.”

Daiber said that, under his administration, the 
LGBT community “will be part of shaping what 
our Illinois will look like for the 21st Century.”

The candidates all said that they would ensure 
that Illinoisans have healthcare access, with 

Daiber and Kennedy both mentioning the need 
for protecting existing services, especially those 
that have been more widely available through the 
Affordable Care Act.

“If they can do it in Florida, they can do it 
here,” said Kennedy, who also mentioned the im-
portance of funding mental health services.

“We believe we can care for a broken arm, but 
we should believe in helping out the mind as 
well,” he added.

“We have to make sure that we’re enhancing 
al the different streams wherein state govern-
ment touches all the forms of healthcare services 
needed,” noted Biss, who mentioned sponsoring 
a bill expanding access to pre-exposure prophy-
laxis, or PrEP. 

Hardiman additionally promised to “take the 
bull by the horns” in addressing HIV and other 
STD’s. Pritzker said that the state’s healthcare 
services were “under siege” by Gov. Rauner, and 
said Illinois needed a governor who would “stand 
up against Donald Trump.”

The candidates also spoke about the need for 
housing and other resources for LGBT seniors. 
Kennedy said, “People shouldn’t go to sleep at 
night worrying what’s going to happen when they 
get older.”

Pritzker added that healthcare personnel 
should have culturally competent training for 
LGBT seniors, and that the state needed to en-
sure home-based care would be widely available. 

“When we make policy, we forget that there are 
LGBTQ seniors everywhere,” Biss said. “We need 
to make sure there is well-paid, well-trained staff 
in these facilities.”

“A state that does not take care of its citizens 
… is a state being led in the wrong direction,” 
noted Hardiman.

Martin-Ocasio noted in a question that an esti-
mated 267,000 undocumented individuals in the 
U.S. identify as LGBT and asked what the candi-
dates would do to support the LGBT immigrant 
community.

Daiber noted that he supported the sanctuary-
state and -city policies of Illinois and Chicago, 
and opposed policies emanating from the Trump 
administration. He pledged to continue to offer 
support as governor, and added, “Hopefully many 
of those immigrants, whether they are part of the 
LGBTQ community, or [whichever other] commu-
nities, they will be business leaders who help the 
state of Illinois in the private sector.”

Pritzker called the Trump-Pence administration 
“an abomination” that has reversed the “progress 
we’ve worked for undocumented immigrants and 
the LGBTQ community for many years,” further 

pledging to vigorously enforce the Illinois Trust 
Act. Biss tied the discussion back into his sup-
port of single-payer healthcare, noting that such 
a system would reduce the number of bureaucrat-
ic interactions that undocumented persons would 
have to engage in.

“If we have a single-payer system … you don’t 
have to go sign up at the Medicaid office,” he 
said. “If we have a system of truly universal 
healthcare … the LGBTQ members of the undocu-
mented community will have healthcare, be safe 
[and] be covered.”

Hardiman pledged that his administration 
would work toward a “pathway to citizenship” 
for LGBT undocumented persons, adding, “We’ll 
push through policy that makes sure [supportive 
policy] is a reality for undocumented people here 
in Illinois.”

“President Trump and Vice President Pence 
have no sense of what’s going on in the world,” 
added Kennedy. “They have no idea that there are 
places you can be put to death for the things you 
can do freely here in the United States.”

Hunt asked the candidates how they’d address 
youths experiencing homelessness and hous-
ing instability, including in rural portions of 
the state. Pritzer acknowledged that many LGBT 
youths are in such situations after being evicted 
by their families and have been adversely affect-
ed by social-service cuts from the Rauner admin-
istration. Noting that Rauner spends a great deal 
of time Downstate, he should spend time “making 
sure those communities live up the obligations 
that they have under the state of Illinois.”

Biss added bluntly—to much applause—“Bruce 
Rauner sucks.”

But he quickly added that the homelessness is-
sue predated Rauner and that the governor would 
have to expand their focus to determine what 
systemic and structural issues were in place even 
before Rauner was in office. Biss said, “The cuts 
that he caused are unacceptable and vicious. We 
need to not just restore those to where they were 
before, we need to end homelessness in Illinois.”

Hardiman said that he would back House Bill 
453, which has been with the House Rules Com-
mittee since last March, and which would tax fi-
nancial transactions. “That would be $3 billion, 
taxing the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, the Chi-
cago Board of Options [and] the Chicago Board of 
Trade. We can use those funds to help end home-
lessness in Illinois.”

Kennedy, echoing Biss, noted that even when 
Democrats had a supermajority in the legislature 
and control of the governor’s mansion, “They did 
nothing to fix these problems. We’ve got a Demo-
cratic Party controlling the state, a Democrat 
controlling the city of Chicago, and we’ve got a 
relentless attack on people of color in the city 
of Chicago and … poor people across the state 
of Illinois.”

He added, “All we have to do is give [families] 
a sense of hope and survival, and we don’t.”

Daiber, the one candidate from downstate, ac-
knowledged that a rural youth is faced with lim-
ited-to-no options for services. Their sole options 
for assistance often come from funds channeled 
through the school systems.

“As governor, you have to make sure that those 
monies are flowing, so those homeless kids in 
those rural areas get their services,” he added.

During closing comments, Biss noted the in-
tersectional nature of the issues discussed and 
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Biss releases LGBT
campaign platform
by MATT SIMonETTE

Hours before a debate gathering Democratic gu-
bernatorial primary candidates to discuss LGBTQ-
related issues, one of those candidates, state 
Sen. Daniel Biss (D-Evanston) released an “LGBTQ 
Platform.”

The platform is intended as “an agenda of legal 
change we can make so the State of Illinois can 
do to protect and lift up the LGBTQ community,” 
said Biss, whose campaign launched the platform 
at the Pride Arts Center in Uptown.

Primary aspects of the platform include: enact-
ing protections for sexual orientation and gender 
identity in the Illinois State Constitution; com-
mitting to LGBTQ representation in cabinet-level 
positions; expanding healthcare for the LGBTQ 
community; fighting for civil rights and educa-
tion; and driving economic power and reducing 
homelessness.

Biss’ running mate, state Rep. Litesa Wallace 
(D-Rockford), praised the senator’s “steadfast-
ness and his adherence to the issues, [and] his 
ability to listen to people and not just speak for 
them.”

Additional speakers included activists LaSaia 
Wade, Gearah Goldstein and Reggie Patterson as 
well as state Rep. Kelly Cassidy (D-Chicago), who 
introduced the participants. Biss has been senate 
sponsor on several bills that Cassidy introduced 
in the House, notably the bill they sponsored 
that banned anti-gay conversion therapy.

Wade, who is transgender, said she was lending 
her name and voice to the campaign because she 
hoped Biss and Wallace could understand inter-

sectional issues facing different members of the 
LGBT community.

“We need to understand that not only are we 
looking for equality, we are [also] looking for eq-
uity, and what that looks like,” she added.

The LGBTQ platform included the following:
1. Enshrine protections for sexual orientation 

and gender identity in the Illinois State Constitu-
tion.

2. Commit to LGBTQ representation in cabinet-
level positions, including appointing someone to 
direct and implement this agenda.

3. Expand healthcare for the LGBTQ community.
—Stop the spread of HIV.
—Require private insurance providers and Med-

icaid to cover HIV prevention and treatment.
—Restore funding to the AIDS Drug Assistance 

Program (ADAP), cut under Bruce Rauner’s admin-

istration.
—Provide counselors to help people living 

with HIV and AIDS navigate the often confusing 
patchwork of public and private benefit providers

—Guarantee universal access to medical cover-

age for all transgender-related healthcare needs.
—Invest in counseling for LGBTQ youth, a 

group at much higher risk of depression and sui-
cide than their straight peers.

4. Fight for civil rights and education.
—Mandate LGBTQ diversity and inclusion train-

ing for all state employees, including police of-
ficers and prison staff.

—Make our schools safe for LGBTQ students, 
including making LGBTQ issues part of the cur-
riculum and supporting Safe Zone Trainings for 
teachers and administrators.

—Continue the modernization of birth cer-
tificates to include an X gender marker for non-
binary individuals and list parents as “Parent 1” 
and “Parent 2” instead of “Father” and “Mother.”

—Fully repeal outdated laws which criminalize 
HIV transmission.

5. Drive economic empowerment and reduce 
homelessness.

—Drastically reduce homelessness, which im-
pacts the LGBTQ community at a higher rate than 
the general public, with innovative solutions like 
“tiny home” communities.

—Support LGBTQ-owned businesses by ensur-
ing representation in government contracts.

—Restore funding to community centers, 
healthcare providers, and advocacy organiza-
tions, cut under Bruce Rauner’s administration.

Daniel biss. 
Photo by 
Matt
simonette
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said he would be the right candidate if Illinoisans 
believed that elections should be “earned and not 
bought,” and that he was the choice for bringing 
about a “just and equitable Illinois.”

Hardiman said his voice would be “powered 
by the people” and maintained that he wanted 
to be perceived as “a non-billionaire candidate.” 
Kennedy spoke about economic and racial oppres-
sion, noting that there is “a relentless attack on 
the poor, and we are pushing them out of the 
state.”

Daiber emphasized that, though he was from 
Downstate, he was interested in “uniting” Illi-

nois, adding that his candidacy was focused on 
“a balanced budget, a progressive income tax, 
and an equal rights amendment that includes this 
community.” 

Pritzker emphasized that, prior to running for 
office, he was “getting big things done to make 
people’s lives better … . I’ve been doing that for 
decades for the LGBT community, standing with 
you.”

All of the participants said that they would be 
willing to hire qualified LGBTQ persons for key 
roles in their administration, as well as state 
boards and commissions. All also pledged to to 
return to debate the Republican nominee in the 
lead-up to the November 2018 election.

DEBATE from page 14

http://www.transhirechicago.org
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com


Dec. 13, 201716 WINDY CITY TIMES

PUbLIShER & ExECUTIVE EDIToR
Tracy Baim

ASSISTAnT PUbLIShER Terri Klinsky
MAnAGInG EDIToR Andrew Davis
ASSoCIATE EDIToR Matt Simonette 
bUSInESS MAnAGER Ripley Caine
DIRECToR oF nEW MEDIA Jean Albright
ART DIRECToR Kirk Williamson
SEnIoR ACCoUnT ExECUTIVES Terri Klinsky, 
Kirk Williamson, Amy Matheny, Scott Duff, David 
Strzepek, Kathy Breit, Andrew Kain Miller
nATIonAL SALES Rivendell Media, 212-242-
6863
SEnIoR WRITERS Bob Roehr, Tony Peregrin, 
Lisa Keen, Yasmin Nair
ThEATER EDIToR Scott C. Morgan
SPoRTS WRITER Ross Forman
ARTS & EnTERTAInMEnT WRITERS
Mary Shen Barnidge, Lawrence Ferber, Jerry 
Nunn, Jonathan Abarbanel
CoLUMnISTS/WRITERS: Yvonne Zipter, Jorjet 
Harper, Charlsie Dewey, Carrie Maxwell, Billy 
Masters, Sarah Toce, Dana Rudolph, Melissa 
Wasserman, Joe Franco, Nick Patricca, Liz 
Baudler, Rex Wockner, Angelique Smith
SEnIoR PhoToGRAPhERS Kat Fitzgerald, Hal 
Baim, Tim Carroll, Ed Negron
WEbSITE LISTInGS VoLUnTEER Gene Naden
CIRCULATIon DIRECToR Jean Albright
DISTRIbUTIon Ashina, Allan, Dan, John, Sue 
and Victor
WEb hoSTInG LoveYourWebsite.com (lead 
programmer: Martie Marro)

Copyright 2017 Lambda Publications Inc./Windy City Media 
Group; All rights reserved. Reprint by permission only. Back 
issues (if available) for $5 per issue (postage included). 
Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, 
and photographs submitted if they are to be returned, and 
no responsibility may be assumed for unsolicited materials. 
All rights to letters, art and photographs sent to Windy 
City Times will be treated as unconditionally assigned 
for publication purposes and as such, subject to editing 
and comment. The opinions expressed by the columnists, 
cartoonists, letter writers, and commentators are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the position of Windy City 
Times. Publication of the name, photograph, or likeness of 
a person or organization in articles or advertising in Windy 
City Times is not to be construed as any indication of the 
sexual orientation of such person or organization. While 
we encourage readers to support the advertisers who make 
this newspaper possible, Windy City Times cannot accept 
responsibility for advertising claims.

(773) 871-7610 FAX (773) 871-7609 
e-mail: editor@windycitymediagroup.com or 

Andrew@windycitymediagroup.com
 

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com 
podcast: WindyCityqueercast.com

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP, 
5315 n. Clark St. #192, Chicago, IL, 60640 U.S.A

(MAILInG ADDRESS onLy)

Windy City Times Deadline every Wednesday.
oUT! Chicago’s LGbTq Visitor’s Guide Online

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

Pope Francis’ record
on LGBT issues
weakened by criticism
of trans community
Since his election in 2013, Pope Francis has caused 
much ink to be spilled in evaluating his stand on 
LGBT issues. Now, a gay Catholic offers his latest 
thoughts after the pope’s remarks on gender iden-
tity last month, suggesting the pope’s record will 
remain weaker until he comes around on transgender 
equality.

Xorje Olivares, a gay Catholic writing for Vice, 
called on Francis to welcome the entire LGBTQ com-
munity after the pope decried the “biologic and 
psychological manipulation of sexual difference” in 
early October.

Olivares opened his column saying this comment 
is “yet another example of how Pope Francis has 
completely missed the mark on displaying full ac-
ceptance of his queer flock, including our transgen-
der brothers and sisters.” He described the pope’s 
handling of LGBT issues these past few years as “a 
bundle of contradictions,” and wrote further:

“It’s that kind of inconsistency that continues 
to puzzle LGBTQ Catholics, who are still looking for 

their rightful place within a Church that has discrim-
inated against them for decades. It also begs the 
question: who is the real Pope Francis, and what are 
his true feelings towards the LGBTQ community? . . .

“Which is why I, and other LGBTQ Catholics, are 
conflicted about our approach towards Francis. Are 
we holding him to an unreasonable standard, given 
the gulf between the Church he inherited and the 
incredibly queer-inclusive society [at least here in 
America] we live in? Or should we continue holding 
his feet to the fire of Scripture’s burning bush in the 
hopes that it ignites change from the top-down?”

Dawn Ennis, a transgender journalist who is Cath-
olic, told Olivares that while Francis is “appealing 
to progressive Catholics who are hanging onto our 
Church by a thread,” he’s also “adhering to out-
moded, outdated, and antiquated dogma that please 
those on the right by reinforcing transphobic, mi-
sogynist and anti-LGBTQ teachings.”

For Olivares, who participated in the Owning Our 
Faith video about LGBT Catholics (produced by peo-
ple fro St. Paul the Apostle parish, Manhattan) that 
was presented to Pope Francis by the pastor, there 
are clear positives and negatives in his papacy when 
it comes to gender and sexuality. But what is un-
acceptable, and what LGBT Catholics need to be in 
solidarity against, is the disparaging of any person 
because of their sexual and/or gender identity. He 
wrote:

“Like any good politician, [Pope Francis is] navi-
gating the inner workings of the Vatican by trying 
to please both pro- and anti-LGBTQ elements within 
the Church all at once.

“But the sad part of that impossible arrangement 
comes when it prompts him to disparage the lives 

and existence of trans people (Catholic or not), who 
are just as vital and integral to the LGBTQ communi-
ty as any other cisgender person. After all, injury to 
to one of us ultimately hurts us all (even if the LG-
BTQ movement doesn’t always adhere to this mental-
ity). Yes, Francis can endorse civil unions and claim 
he’s not one to judge, but until he tightly embraces 
ALL of God’s children, including our trans peers, I’d 
be reluctant to call him ‘Advocate of the Year’—at 
least not yet.”

Ennis offered an even stronger critique of the 
pope’s failure to reach out positively towards trans 
individuals, commenting specifically on the pope’s 
most recent critical remark about gender-affirming 
surgeries:

“Francis, like all popes before him, is clinging to 
doctrine that will burn the bridges we have built 
between the Church and its laity. Those bridges need 
reinforcement, and all Francis has done with these 
new, disturbing pronouncements is weaken them.”

The concept of bridge building has been promi-
nent in Catholic circles due to Fr. James Martin, SJ’s 
new book, Building a Bridge, which addresses LGBT 
issues in the church. In the eyes of many people, the 
pope is doing precisely that, building a bridge. But 
Olivares and Ennis are important, critical voices that 
remind us there is much work to be done. A bridge 
built without transgender equality as a constitutive 
part of it will fail.

Robert Shine is is the associate director of new 
Ways Ministry, and has been with the organiza-
tion since 2012. The original article, published 
nov. 15, is at www.newwaysministry.org/blog.
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Halberstam update

Note: Michael Halberstam, the longtime artistic direc-
tor for Glencoe-based Writers Theatre, was accused by 
a former subordinate of harassment and lewd behav-
ior. The statement below is from the company:

As you may be aware, Writers Theatre recently 
learned of a sexual harassment claim via social 
media involving our co-founder and Artistic Direc-
tor Michael Halberstam. Because some of you have 
previously inquired about the matter, we wanted to 
provide you an update.

Writers Theatre has always prided itself on creat-
ing and ensuring a safe work environment for all. 
That is why we took this matter seriously. The Board 
of Directors immediately hired an independent in-

vestigator to complete a thorough investigation, 
with which Mr. Halberstam fully cooperated.

The independent investigator’s findings showed 
that Mr. Halberstam has made inappropriate and in-
sensitive comments in the workplace. The investiga-
tion did not support a finding of other inappropriate 
sexual behavior.

Based on these findings, Mr. Halberstam will par-
ticipate in compliance training and executive coach-
ing sessions, to begin immediately. Mr. Halberstam 
has wholly agreed to these remediation steps and 
made the following statement to share with you:

“I understand that statements and comments I 
have made have caused distress and discomfort for 
members of our theater community. I would like to 
unequivocally express my sincere and deep regret. I 
welcome and embrace the steps that have been laid 

out for me by the Board as I am fully committed to 
addressing this behavior and to making certain that 
our theatre provides a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
for everyone.”

As we remain fully committed to ensuring a re-
spectful work environment, we also will work to 
determine if additional steps must be taken to rein-
force and refine our harassment policy and training 
based on what we have learned through this process.

We want to thank all of you who have reached out 
and expressed concern and support during this time. 
We have worked as thoroughly and quickly as pos-
sible to address these concerns. We are now ready to 
put in the hard work required for rebuilding.

The Board of Trustees
Writers Theatre
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by SCoTT C. MoRGAn
            
The Goodman Theatre is currently celebrating the 
40th anniversary of A Christmas Carol. Through 
the decades, this popular perennial stage adapta-
tion of Charles Dickens’ most famous novella has 
featured hundreds of actors.

Two such performers are the couple Molly Bren-
nan and Malic White. Both starred opposite each 
other earlier this year in American Theater Com-
pany’s non-binary cast revival of William Inge’s 
Picnic, plus they’ve also collaborated on the 2015 
show Pop Waits for The Neo-Futurists.

Brennan currently brings her physical comedy 
skills as an ex-member of 500 Clown to the Ghost 
of Christmas Past. And back in the 1990s, White 
made their professional stage debut as a child 
actor in the production (trans performer White 
requested the pronouns they/them/their to be 
used on second reference).

“I actually saw Malic in it back in 1995. We 
didn’t know each other then, of course,” Brennan 
said. “I’ve gone to see the Goodman’s Christmas 
Carol most of the years since I moved here in 
1993.”

“I got to see Molly in A Christmas Carol this 
year on opening night and she was wonderful,” 
White said. “The production changes quite a bit 
every year, but it did bring back memories since a 
lot of the props are the same.”

Both White and Brennan have quirky audition 
stories tied to the show. White recited Edgar 
Allan Poe’s The Telltale Heart as their audition 
piece, since it was the only kind of monologue 
they knew.

“The entire audition panel laughed, probably 
because it was cute that a 5-year-old kid was 
telling a very scary story,” White said. “I thought 

that they just hated it because why would you 
ever laugh at such a terrifying story? So I was 
very surprised and grateful when I got the part.”

Brennan was asked to be seen for the fly-
ing Ghost of Christmas Past, which has often 
switched genders through the years and previ-
ously been played by out actors like About Face 
Theatre ensemble members Elizabeth Ledo and 
Patrick Andrews.

Without being asked by director Henry Wish-
camper (who previously worked with Brennan on 
Animal Crackers at the Goodman), Brennan de-
vised all kinds of choreography with prop flash-
lights. She even constructed a headdress that lit 
up, too.

“That’s how I like to audition for stuff, which is 
to go full out and show what I can bring to the 
table as an artist,” Brennan said. “What’s really 
cool is that not only did I get the part, Henry 
also decided to go in the direction that I was 
going to in terms of the costume and who the 
character was.”

It’s an expressed philosophy at the Goodman 
Theatre that its take on A Christmas Carol should 
inclusively reflect the different populations of 
Chicago. Colorblind casting has been a big part 
of the production for many years, which Brennan 
and White both vigorously support.

“My base philosophy on making theater in 
Chicago is that all season and all shows should 
reflect the population of the city,” Brennan said. 
“To me what Henry is doing with A Christmas Car-
ol is a shining example of what should be hap-
pening everywhere.”

A Christmas Carol continues through Sunday, 
Dec. 31, at the Goodman Theatre, 170 n. Dear-
born St. Tickets are $25-$112; call 312-443-
3800 or visit GoodmanTheatre.org.

Future ‘boy in the band’
Out actor Robin De Jesús (Camp, In the 

Heights) is making his national touring debut in 
Wicked. The 2003 Broadway blockbuster is back 
for its fourth Chicago visit through Sunday, Jan. 
21.

De Jesús plays the munchkin Boq, who pines 
for the flighty “good witch” Glinda. It’s a replace-
ment role the Tony Award-nominee previously 
stepped into three years ago on Broadway.

Yet De Jesús is already anticipating his Broad-
way return this spring in a starry revival of Mart 
Crowley’s iconic 1968 gay drama The Boys in the 

Band. It’s to be directed by 
Tony Award winner Joe Man-
tello (Wicked, Assassins), and 
Ryan Murphy (Glee, American 
Horror Story) is one of the lead 
producers.

Some of De Jesús’ announced 
out co-stars include Jim Par-
sons (The Big Bang Theory, 
Harvey), Zachary Quinto (Star 
Trek, The Glass Menagerie), 
Matt Bomer (The Normal Heart, 
Magic Mike) and Andrew Ran-
nells (Girls, The Book of Mor-
mon).

“When Joe asked me to do 
[an exploratory reading of The 
Boys in the Band], most of us 
thought, ‘This play is so dated.’ 
We didn’t think it would work,” 
said De Jesús, noting how self-
loathing the characters are 
in that pre-Stonewall period. 
“But upon re-reading it after 
the 2016 election, it felt very 
different and felt very appro-
priate, unfortunately.”

De Jesús hopes that many 
LGBTQ youth who have started 
to feel more normalized in U.S. 
society will see the play as a 
historical warning. The charac-
ters’ pettiness and willingness 

to turn on each other is a symptom of living un-
der constant repression.

“It is not just a campy gay play,” De Jesús said. 
“The best thing that Ryan Murphy said to Joe 
Mantello was to read it as if it was an Edward 
Albee drama—and that is what changed our 
perspective. It will be really exciting to sink our 
teeth into.”

Wicked continues through Sunday, Jan. 21, 
at the oriental Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St. 
Tickets are $52-$162; call 800-775-2000 or 
visit broadwayInChicago.com.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

‘Carol’ connections

Molly brennan in A Christmas Carol. 
Photo by liz lauren
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THEATER REVIEW

Violet 
Playwright: Music by Jean Tesori, 
book and lyrics by brian Crawley
At: Griffin Theatre Company at the 
Den, 1333 n. Milwaukee Ave.
Tickets: $42
Runs through: Jan. 13

by MARy ShEn bARnIDGE

The sight greeting us upon our entering the Den’s 
second floor auditorium is that of a plain wood-
en bench occupied by a shabbily dressed young 
woman with the face of an Appalachian angel. 

Soon after the play begins, however, we are di-
rected to visualize—without the aid of masks or 
makeup—her fragile countenance distorted by a 
hideous scar sustained during a childhood acci-
dent involving an ill-secured axe-blade.
 This is important, because unless our imagina-
tions can call forth this phantom manifestation, 
we will have no explanation for Violet’s determi-
nation to ride the Greyhound from her home in 
remote Spruce Pine, North Carolina to the teem-
ing metropolis of Tulsa, Oklahoma, in search of 
the televangelist preacher whom she believes can 
miraculously make her whole. Once our powers 
of empathy make that leap, though, we have no 
difficulty picturing, on our stage’s bare walls, her 
odyssey’s rural bus depots, roadside diners, juke 

joints, ramshackle hotels and miles of Blue Ridge 
Mountains.
 We don’t have to do it all by ourselves. Our ac-
cess into the world described by southern sto-
ryteller Doris Betts, where ugliness can be worn 
both inside or out, is facilitated by the intimacy 
of our loft space and Brian Crawley’s unassum-
ing adaptation of his source material, but what 
ensures our rapt attention every second of the 
100 minutes necessary to recount Violet’s journey 
of discovery is Jeanine Tesori’s winsome score. 
So swiftly is the emotional connection between 
actors and audience forged by the rousing ensem-
ble-harmonies of the opening song “On My Way” 
that, by its final notes, we are ready to follow our 
intrepid heroine (played with luminous radiance 

by Nicole Laurenzi) wherever her adventures may 
lead.
 These encompass a saga offering the full spec-
trum of human experience within the microcosm 
of the strangers she encounters in the course of 
her pilgrimage—notably, a pair of likewise root-
less GIs bound for duty in a remote foreign coun-
try called Vietnam. (This is 1964.) Griffin Theatre 
Company has long championed stories of humble 
citizens embarking on expeditions fraught with 
false promises and spiritual risk, but LaShera 
Zenise Moore’s stirring rendition of Tesori’s righ-
teous gospel hymn “Raise Me Up” more than af-
firms our faith in the rewards meted out to the 
pure in heart.

THEATER REVIEW

Little Red Cyrano
Playwright: Aaron Sawyer
At: Red Theater Chicago at Strawdog 
Theatre, 1802 W. berenice Ave.
Tickets: $40
Runs through: Jan. 7

by MARy ShEn bARnIDGE

According to Red Theater’s playbill, the author 
of its play completed his script after grappling 
with issues of linguistic accessibility, cultural ap-
propriation and the female objectification shared 
by lovestruck suitors and sexual predators alike. 
 His contemplations led him to conflate Edmond 
Rostand’s 1897 swashbuckler, Cyrano de Berger-
ac, with Charles Perrault’s 1697 adaptation of 
the folk tale we know today as Little Red Riding 
Hood—relocated for this world premiere produc-
tion to a post-apocalyptic realm populated by 
human beings mutating into animals. The text is 

recounted in voiced English, American Sign Lan-
guage and screen-projected titles. Oh, and it’s a 
clown show.
 Aaron Sawyer’s scenario initially proves sur-
prisingly capable of sustaining this plethora of 
moving parts. Dialogue communicated threefold 
in simultaneous real time ensures every audience 
member’s comprehension (we are even invited, at 
one point, to help tell a joke in ASL). The fanci-

ful setting dispenses with the need for elaborate 
period costumes and weapons. Likewise refresh-
ing is Little Red’s calling out both Cyrano and 
Christian for attempting to woo her by means of 
deception.
 So what ultimately upsets the balance of this 
multidimensional narrative? Ironically, the fault 
lies in the story’s presentation through the larg-
er-than-life lens of Clown culture. Not only do the 

stylistic vocabularies veer uneasily between the 
slapstick associated with the “red-nose” school 
of japery and the grotesque antics reflecting 
Clown’s cruder roots in Commedia Dell’Arte, but 
theatergoers may find their intellectual grasp of 
such symbolic motifs as victims trapped alive in 
the wolf’s stomach impeded by unfamiliarity with 
the source material.
 This doesn’t mean there aren’t moments of calm 
cognition, most often instigated by Michael J. 
Stark as the silent Grandmother and Dari Simone 
as feisty Little Red. Benjamin Ponce’s gentle and 
hesitant Cyrano, however, lacks the swagger be-
fitting a cavalier duellist (all swordplay is mimed, 
by the way), while Dave Honigman—himself a 
former Big Top circus clown—too often portrays 
Christian more boisterously than his performance 
space can comfortably enclose. Our only relief 
arrives with sound designer Sarah D. Espinoza’s 
choice of Duran Duran’s “Hungry Like the Wolf” as 
our exit music after two hours of being buffeted 
about by conceptual overload. 

quixote: on the Conquest of Self, Writers 
Theatre through Dec. 17. Henry Godinez as the 
mad knight, Don Quixote, is brilliant, skilled, as-
sured, funny, physical and profound in this less-
than-perfect 90-minute contemporary Mexican 
play with a sappy Peter Pan-ish ending. JA

The book of Will, Northlight Theatre, Skokie, 
through Dec. 17. It’s a foregone conclusion that 
the collected plays of William Shakespeare were 
published in the First Folio of 1623. But play-
wright Lauren Gunderson has fun dramatizing the 
difficulties along the way to get book published 
in this solid Midwest premiere that director Jes-
sica Thebus oversees. SCM 

buttcracker: A nutcracker burlesque, Tom 
Boi Theatricals at Uptown Underground, through 
Dec. 27. This gender-fluid parody of the familiar 
holiday toe-shoes-and-tutus spectacle, while for 
adults only, is more ballet than bump-and-grind. 
MSB 

A Dickens Carol, Oak Park Festival Theater at 
Madison Street Theatre, through Dec. 24. The 
better you know the original, the more fun you’ll 
have with Ned Crowley’s parallel-universe specu-
lations on the inspiration for Dickens’ greatest 
hit. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICKS

cTHEATER REVIEW

Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight: A Rock 
’n’ Rock Musical
book by: John C. Ashton
Music and lyrics by: Foreigner, 
Scorpions, Great White and more
At: Raven Theatre Complex, 6157 n. Clark St.
Tickets: greenknight.brownpapertickets.com; 
$25
Runs through: Dec. 17

by JAMES R. WILKE

At a monastery in 14th-century medieval Eng-
land, an unknown author sat down to pen an 
epic poem. Luckily, the romantic manuscript 
survived the ages and is now known as one of 
the best loved Arthurian stories, Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight. It has been adapted to film, 
television, theatrical plays, even an opera, and 
is now set for the first time in this Pearl Poet 
Productions world premiere as a rock ‘n’ roll mu-
sical by Chicago native John C. Ashton.
 The play opens during the Christmastime 
celebrations at the court of King Arthur and 

Queen Guinevere, played by Noah Berman and 
Lily Cox. Festivities are interrupted, however, 
when a mysterious Green Knight (Jack Wright) 
intrudes and challenges any knight to only one 
axe stroke to fell him. Yet the brave knight must 
meet him at his Green Chapel in one-year’s time 
to receive one axe stroke in return. Sir Gawain 
(Chris Causer) takes up the challenge, not real-
izing that the Green Knight is enchanted and 
cannot be killed. Thus, an epic adventure be-
gins.

 Chris Causer carries the show as a charismatic, 
convincing Sir Gawain. Jack Wright offers an 
imposing Green Knight. And Gregory Dodds and 
Caroline Kidwell, as the jovial sportsman Lord 
Bertilak and his affair-hunting wife Lady Grey, 
weave a saucy bit of romantic intrigue into the 
plot, including a provocative wager whereby Sir 
Gawain must pass along to Lord Bertilak the 
kisses bestowed upon himself by Lady Grey. 
(Yes, there were homoerotic elements to the 
original poem.) The surrounding ensemble of 
actors also give heartfelt performances.
 Yet as steadfast and constant as this story’s 
title character is, these virtues seemed ill-at-
tended by the show’s playwright and director. 
Sadly, this production is woefully inconsistent, 
though to no fault of the performers. Slated as 
a rock musical, a-cappella traditional English 
songs and Gregorian chant seem out of place 
with the electronic accompanied rock songs. 
And the vocalists need microphones for an hon-
est rock sound, yet have none. The blocking and 
lighting feel clunky and ineffective, not taking 
advantage of the large stage. Also, costumes 
lack consistency and quality. And the dialogue 
at times feels stilted and difficult to follow, as if 
Ashton had tried to lift directly from the origi-
nal poem rather than modernize and make the 
words his own. 

Dari Simone 
in Little
Red Cyrano.
Photo by M 
Freer Photos

Chris Causer in Sir Gawain... 
Photo by andrew newton
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See what happens when members of the drag 
troupe Sadhaus get their bedazzled press-on 
nails on Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol in 
their spoof show SAD Christmas: A holiday 
Dragstravaganza. It features characters like 
Wanda Scrooge, Tiny Tuck and even Santa Claus 
himself. SAD Christmas: A Holiday Dragstrava-
ganza plays 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Dec. 
15 and 16, at GMan Tavern, 3740 N. Clark St. 
Tickets are $10; visit TodayTix.com for more 
information.   
 

Caption: Quinn, Wanda Screw and Yolo 
Ono of Sadhaus. Photo courtesy of Sad-
haus/Star Foreman/LA Weekly

SPOTLIGHTe

THEATER REVIEW

Wicked  
Playwright: Winnie holzman (book), 
Stephen Schwartz (music & lyrics)
At: oriental Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St.
Tickets: 800-775-2000; 
broadwayInChicago.com; $62-$212
Runs through: Jan. 21

by JonAThAn AbARbAnEL

It seems impossible that it’s been 12 years since 
Wicked first came to Chicago for an historic 
multi-year run. 
 For this seven-week return visit (not the first), 
the opening-night audience indicated that the 
primary fan base of pre-adolescent and teenage 
girls remains solidly intact. That’s great for busi-
ness but less good for the show’s adult message 
that, alas, is more apparent than ever before: a 
powerful cautionary tale about the rise of fas-
cism.
 Few adults in the audience could doubt that the 
Wizard—the charming snake-oil salesman who 
gives people what they want—is Donald Trump, 
eager (not merely willing) to manipulate fear and 
bigotry to give the white humans of Oz some-
thing to hate. First they came for the animals, 
then for green people, then for Moslems, Jews, 
LGBTQs, teachers, artists ... and then they came 
for me. That’s pretty much how it goes and that’s 
precisely how it’s going in the Oz of Wicked. One 
cannot avoid comparing Wicked to our present 
dystopian national reality.
 Wicked remains an energetic juggernaut, still 

looking polished and good and still offering high-
caliber performances. To their credit, the produc-
ers have not let standards slip. Even so, Wick-
ed does not have the freshness of 2005 as the 
show itself has become familiar, and this is not 
a brand-new sit-down company created just for 
Chicago. Although that’s to be expected, it will 
not matter to legions of young attendees seeing 
it for the first time.
 Ginna Claire Mason (as Glinda) and Mary Kate 
Morrisey (as Elphaba) are attractive and bright 
performers with voices matching the style and 
quality of the originals, so familiar from record-
ings. Making certain there is nothing lacking in 
the voices or the voice types also is a responsibil-
ity of the producers, and one they’ve taken seri-
ously. Mason and Morrisey do not have quite the 
vocal size of some earlier star witches, but they 
have enough to get the job done and to please. 
Morrisey’s acting of Elphaba also is particularly 
effective.
 Jon Robert Hall (does everyone in this show 
have three names?) acts and sings capably and 
with the requisite charm as a tall, blond and built 
Fiyero (sometimes Fiyero is darker and smaller), 
the crucial swing character who discovers his 
true heart as he finds his way through the story’s 
shifting politics. Hall has great triceps, too. 
 Familiar TV performer Tom McGowan is the de-
ceptively affable Wizard. McGowan is pleasant, 
but doesn’t have the song-and-dance chops or 
implied dark edge brought to the role in 2005 by 
Gene Weygandt. As Madame Morrible, perhaps the 
show’s true badie, it’s a pleasure to see Broadway 
veteran Judy Kaye. No wizard is or ever was can 
bring Wicked down.

Mary Kate 
Morrissey and 
Ginna Claire 
Mason in 
Wicked. 
Photo by Joan 
Marcus

The N
utcracker

The Joffrey Ballet  |  Photo by Cheryl Mann

50 East Congress Parkway, Chicago

PERFORMS AT:
2017–2018 SEASON SPONSORS

NOW–DECEMBER 30  |  TICKETS START AT $35
JOFFREY.ORG/NUTCRACKER  |  312.386.8905

Groups of 10+ call 312.386.8937

“HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED”

                   — Chicago Sun-Times

http://www.joffrey.org/nutcracker
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by JERRy nUnn

Actor Michael Stuhlbarg has two new movies with 
gay content debuting this month at Landmark 
Theatre in Chicago: The Shape of Water and Call 
Me By Your Name. 

Back in 2009, he rose to attention playing a 
university professor named Larry Gopnik in A 
Serious Man. Notable parts in the movies Blue 
Jasmine, Trumbo, Steve Jobs and Doctor Strange 
followed. 

He was nominated for a Tony Award in the 
stage play The Pillowman and has had a numer-
ous television appearances in Fargo, Ugly Betty, 
and Boardwalk Empire. 

Stuhlbarg sat down to talk about his recent 
breakout roles recently at his hotel.

Windy City Times: So you are a classically 
trained actor?

Michael Stuhlbarg: Yes, I went to the Juilliard 
School. I started doing theater as a young kid in 
Long Beach, California. I continued through high 
school and into college at UCLA. I auditioned for 
Juilliard and went there. 

I discovered that I had a great love for classi-
cal theater. I stayed in New York to apply what I 
learned in school. From 1999 to 2008 I did the 
bulk of my theater work. Periodically I was called 
in to audition for television and film. I was mak-
ing most of my living as a theater actor in New 
York. 

The Coen brothers came along and had seen me 
in a couple of plays. They asked me to audition 

for A Serious Man, and that changed my life! 
WCT: how did you get involved with Call Me 

by your name?
MS: I got a call from agent saying that Luca 

Guadagnino wanted to know if I was interested 
in working on the piece. They sent me the script 
and I read it. I fell in love with it. There were so 
many aspects to the story that I was dazzled by 
the opportunity to be involved with. There was 
James Ivory’s script and the story itself. I had 
seen Luca’s films before and I loved his movies. 

WCT: had you read the book?
MS: I read the book when we were making the 

film. I didn’t even know it was a book when I 
first read the script.  Apparently it had this cult 
following and people loved it. 

WCT: There was a lot of nudity in the book 
that didn’t happen in the film. Why not?

MS: I think the way that Luca wanted to tell 
the story served the screenplay in a way that he 
didn’t feel it was necessary. 

The boys go along with their intimacy and 
share their experience, but there is nothing gra-
tuitous about it. It is simple and beautiful. It’s 
artfully done. The whole experience allows you to 
go along for the ride in a beautiful way. 

WCT: Talk about your character. 
MS: I play Professor Perlman, who teaches Lat-

in and Greek. He’s a scholar that has interest in 
archaeology as well as art history. He’s American, 
but spends his time in the north of Italy in a 
little town about 45 minutes from Milan. Every 
summer he invites a young grad student to come 

help him with his correspondence while he takes 
some time off. He has a young son who is about 
17 years old named Elio.

We watch Elio as he meets this grad student 
played by Armie Hammer and a friendship blos-
soms until they find they have great feelings for 
each other. Everyone goes along for the ride. I 
get to watch as Elio’s father with certain private 
feelings of my own about what he is experienc-
ing. In a very liberal sense I try to be present as 
a parent, yet at the same time let him experience 
what he is going through. 

I check in with him and converse with him 
later in the film about what he is going through. 
My character tries to be a friend as well as parent. 

WCT: Many LGbT kids don’t have parents like 
your character so it brought me to tears. 

MS: It is a moving story. 
WCT: you had a lot of screen time with a nice 

monologue. Was that another reason to do this 
role?

MS: Absolutely! It a beautiful part in what the 
story is about and what being human is about. 
How wonderful to get encourage to feel things in 
the deepest most profound way that we can, to 
not push those feelings away as an adult, which 
we so often do. 

WCT: With your character’s speech, it seems 
like he knows nothing at first. Was that an in-
teresting way to break up the dialogue?

MS: Well, it is written that way, in a beautiful, 
slow, methodical way. It was almost taken ver-
batim from the novel in that section. The book 

provides more insight to what Elio and Perlman 
are going through within the dialogue, but in the 
film you get to watch it and see it slowly unfold. 

It does take its time and sneaks up on you a 
little with the things he has to say. It has a reso-
nance on a number of different levels. 

WCT: Do you have many LGbT friends in the 
business?

MS: Yes, colleagues and friends. The most pro-
found experiences I have had in my life were from 
professors and friendships have all been from the 
community. 

WCT: how was it working with Jill Soloway 
in Transparent?

MS: She is amazing. I worked with her very 
minimally, but she provided a comfort on the set 
and an ownership to the material that I rarely 
come across in making a film or a television show. 
She imbues the actors with all of the power. The 
camera is constantly rolling and she is throwing 
ideas at you. It is very collaborative process that 
makes you feel you own the work in a deeper way 
than I have ever experienced before. 

WCT: Will there be more Doctor Strange?
MS: I don’t know. It would be amazing if it did. 

I loved the character I got to play. There was 
little to see of him at the beginning but there 
is a really interesting trajectory to him later on. 

WCT: you have The Post with Steven Spiel-
berg and several movies coming out. Could you 
have worked with some bigger names? Tom 
hanks and Meryl Streep are in it!

MS: [laughs] It is wonderful. They are all com-
ing out within a few weeks of each other, Call Me 
By Your Name, The Shape of Water and The Post.

Next year I have a new limited television series 
called The Looming Tower on the Hulu Network, 
which is based on a book by Lawrence Wright 
about the rise of Al-Qaeda and the bureaucracy 
in the CIA that led to 9/11 happening. Jeff Dan-
iels, Peter Sarsgaard, and Alec Baldwin are all a 
part of it. 

I also just finished a piece about Gore Vidal 
where I am back in Italy again. 

WCT: Are you ever intimidated by all of these 
celebrities?

MS: Honestly, everybody seems to be approach-
ing the work in the same way. I have the hug-
est respect for some of these people that I have 
worked with this year like Sally Hawkins, Octavia 
Spencer, and Timothee Chalamet. Guillermo del 
Toro and Luca Guadagnino are masters and people 
I have grown to love. 

It can be terrifying to meet them but it is also 
a human experience to share the intimate space 
of creating a story together. It becomes a very 
humbling experience most of the time. 

WCT: Why should people go see Call Me by 
your name?

MS: The ride is a delight and you take a vaca-
tion together. The film lives and breathes north-
ern Italy. It is evocative, funny, buoyant, light, 
and moving. I think it has so much to offer in 
terms of storytelling. It’s heart is in a beautiful, 
loving place. 

WCT: I cried. 
MS: Me, too!
The Shape of Water is running at the Land-

mark Century Centre Cinema, 2828 n. Clark 
St., this week. Call Me by your name starts 
Thursday, Dec. 14, at the same venue.

NUNN ON ONE: MOVIES

Michael Stuhlberg:
Making his 
‘Name’ known

Michael Stuhlbarg in Call Me by your name. 
Photo courtesy of sony Pictures



by LIZ bAUDLER

Anyone reading Judy Wieder’s memoir, Random 
Events Tend to Cluster, would conclude that the 
former editor-in-chief of the Advocate has lived 
an incredible, unpredictable life. 

Wieder got her start in media by faking her way 
into a copywriting position at a third-rate musi-
cal instrument company in ‘60s New York, and 
making a career transition into gossip magazines. 
A white lesbian from California in the ‘70s, Wie-
der edited Black teen and lifestyle magazines 
while she also co-wrote songs with Motown hit-
mmaker Frank Wilson. 

In the ‘80s, Wieder parlayed her music experi-
ence into a rock journalism career, which saw her 
heading out on tour with Poison (and educating 
Bret Michaels and the band about the dangers of 
HIV in the process). All of this was before The 
Advocate added her to their staff as one of its 
first women hires, in the early ‘90s, and before 
she memorably chased down interviews with 
Melissa Etheridge, Ellen DeGeneres and Matthew 
Shepard’s mother, Judy, as its first female editor-
in-chief.

“There’s times when you can reflect, and there’s 
times when you can’t, and sometimes you don’t 
know why,” Wieder said of her decision to finally 
chronicle her life. “You know how when you’re do-
ing something ... you’re still wrapped up in your 
frustrations with it, or your joy with it, your vic-
tories or the defeats that you had, and you can’t 
really see what its importance is outside of your 
own life. I really had hit a place in my life where 
I could look back and understand what had hap-
pened, and what it meant to everybody.”

The experience of reading Random Events Tend 
to Cluster is singular and immediate. Wieder re-
ports each decade in the present tense, and her 
own life is intertwined with a narrative based 
on a concurrent historical event. With vibrant 
storytelling but journalistic seriousness, Wieder 
imagines, among others, the last days of James 
Chaney, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Good-
man, the civil-rights workers murdered by the 
KKK in 1964 Mississippi and the thoughts of the 
Jonestown massacre survivors.

“I was hoping and trusting that if I could tell 
stories based on facts that people would stay 
with the many, many events that I believe are 
tremendously important to know,” Wieder said. 
She recalled such events when they happened but 
enjoyed the opportunity to return to them, to 
explore their significance now and uncover other 
narratives in the history. “I’m stuck with what 
formed me, and I tried to get out of some of that, 
by telling other people’s stories too,” she said.

Throughout her career, Wieder was a master at 
uncovering hidden narratives—something that 
often occurred because she was consistently a 
fish out of water.

“It gave me—I don’t want to say distance be-

cause there was not enough distance, but it gave 
me a space to be able to not be so tied into 
it that I couldn’t also see some more angles on 
it,” she explained. This was particularly appar-
ent when she joined The Advocate, right after the 
worst part of the AIDS epidemic.

“The fact that I was a woman, and I’m not 
even talking when I became editor-in-chief, that 
was really historic,” said Wieder. “I was one of 
the first women that worked out there. It took a 
while for women to make it in there and that was 
very on my mind, I was trying to change that. 
I think that probably I was not as frightened, I 
was not as wrapped up in the grief...I certainly 
understood, but I wasn’t looking everywhere and 
seeing my friends die one after another.”

Although LGBTQ acceptance is more widespread 
than in Wieder’s time, she still feels its media has 
a role to play. “There’s still a very valuable service 
that the gay media needs to do for the non-gay 
media to make sure that certain stories are cov-
ered, and just keep blaring that horn until it gets 
across to people who aren’t us,” she said. “Maybe 

it’s a little subtler, but horrible things still hap-
pen and sometimes people don’t understand what 
was really important.”

Right around the end of Wieder’s Advocate ten-
ure, media shifted from print to primarily online 
stories. It’s a change Wieder finds herself wishing 
hadn’t happened; she feels that a certain lack of 
analysis is missing from the barrage of informa-
tion readers constantly encounter.

“People would say I’m old-fashioned, I prefer 
print,” she said. “[Online media feels like] being 
treated like you have to know this, I’m just going 
to tell you something, there it is, and you say, 
oh, that’s important, I’m glad you told me that, 
I wrote it down. But really, at some point, it’s 
going to tire us out and overwhelm us. It just 
seems like a shotgun of news that doesn’t go the 
next step.”

To explain her perception of the change, Wieder 
offers the example of trying to report on inci-
dents of gay-bashing. “What is his motivation, 
what is bothering him?” she said she would ask 
about the basher as she began. “And you start to 
analyze that, so first of all, we LGBTs can under-
stand, and people might learn something or get 
some handles on it. That part of the journalism 
was the highlight for me. Not just teaching, but 
my own urge to get other writers that I worked 
with and other editors to [ask] “why, why, why”. 
Is this just some out of the norm incident that 
took place? But wait, this happened four times. 
Wait, this is a trend. What is causing this to hap-
pen? And I don’t see any of that going on. I see 
that it’s a this thing happened, that thing hap-
pened. I don’t see it happening in a way where 
you do what we used to call “a think piece.”

And her preference for following the story to 
understand it, for depth, is reflected in the way 
she tells her own remarkable story.

“It takes you while to get there, to start to 
hunger for that, rather that just feel important 
because you know all these things,” Wieder said. 
“The important thing is to understand it, and 
that’s what makes all of us start to jump a layer 
and get something a little deeper out of life.”
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by AnDREW DAVIS

Matisyahu (nee Matthew Paul Miller) definitely 
made an impression when the public got to know 
him more than a decade ago. 

Not only was he an Orthodox Jew who adhered 

to the tradition of wearing a long beard, etc., 
but he blended religion-based themes with musi-
cal genres such as hip-hop and reggae—but he 
produced several hits, including “King Without a 
Crown,” a Top 40 hit. 

Since then, he was undergone spiritual and mu-

sical evolutions/rebirths, including shaving the 
famed beard. He recently talked over the phone 
about his newest CD, Undercurrent, as well as the 
changes in his life.

Windy City Times: I remember you from 
around 2005—and you were quite different 
from artists I had heard and seen, although 
I thought you were quite talented. being dif-
ferent, were you hesitant about entering the 
public world of music?

Matisyahu: Yeah—I’ve always been a little 
eccentric. I wasn’t raised in a Hasidic neighbor-
hood; I went to public school and grew up listen-
ing to regular music. 

When I decided to go into music as my life’s 
work, that was one thing. But at the same time, 
I went through this transformation in my life and 
got into the whole Hasidic thing. I found a real 
meeting point between those two cultures due to 
music, but I was also about who I was. 

So when I started out, I didn’t give much 
thought about how difficult it would be or if 
it would work. I had performed on many open-
mic nights just as a regular-looking white col-
lege kid. People would hear me sing and rap, and 
they would flip out; they were surprised. (It was 
around the time of Eminem, in the late ‘90s.) As I 
started to get into Judaism, I figured this would 
have a huge impact on people.

WCT: yes, and it seems like you’ve had one 
of the most public beard-shavings in history.

M: Yes, and it was also because I had a long 
beard before most people did, in 2003-04. For 
fans who had been following me and seeing the 
[gradual] evolution, it wasn’t so surprising. But 
for people who knew me as one thing and then 
saw me [suddenly] as something else, it was a 
surprise.

WCT: So Windy City Times is an LGbT news-
paper. I’m not sure if you knew that. [note: 
WCT made arrangements with Matisyahu’s 
team to let him know ahead of time.]

M: Hmmm.... I did not know that. It’s interest-
ing though because, in a few weeks, I’m doing a 
show for the LGBT community. I’m doing a show 
for the Orthodox Jewish LGBT community. There 
has been some old-school backward thinking.

WCT: And some people might think that you 
shouldn’t recognize LGbT rights if you truly 
adhere to your religion.

M: Yeah, I know. At this point, I don’t identify 
as anything Hasidic or Orthodox. I’m a huge sup-
porter of the community and of people following 
their truth. 

It is true that within the tenets of Orthodox 
Judaism, that being [LGBT] is not accepted—and 
that was a big problem for me. There were three 
or four points that I had to accept that I just 
couldn’t.

WCT: What was it like working with [gay or-
thodox Jewish rapper] y-Love?

M: Yeah—I haven’t worked with him in a while. 
I knew him a long time ago. Actually, one of the 
first shows I did, in Washington Square Park for 
a rabbi, he stumbled in and we rapped together. 
But we haven’t seen each other very much since 
then.

WCT: Let’s talk about Undercurrent. Tell me 
about the title.

M: Well, I moved from L.A. back to New York, 
by the Hudson River. I spent a lot of time writing 
this record just looking out over the river, look-
ing at the imagery—and I used the imagery in my 
lyrics. The theme is about the currents just below 
the surface that pull us in different directions.

WCT: Are you talking political, emotional or 
other types of undercurrents?

M: Not political—more emotional, more per-
sonal...

WCT: Where you do feel your spiritual evolu-
tion has brought you now?

M: I feel like I’ve come to a place where I have 
a nice balance between the principles and ethics 
I was raised with [as well as] the knowledge of 
my culture and religion, and my self-knowledge. 
I’m a lot more relaxed than I was years ago, more 
accepting of myself and those around me, and 
more appreciative of things.

WCT: I understand you worked with a woman 
for the first time last year. Is that true?

M: I worked with Judith Hill on a song called 
“Daddy’s Girl” that was never released. It’s a 
beautiful song. And I worked with a pair of wom-
en [Salt Cathedral] who sang backup on [the EP 
Release the Bound, per Observer.com].

[Working with women] was something else 
that was frowned upon, according to Orthodox 
Judaism; women are not allowed to sing publicly. 
Again, it’s an archaic and totally ridiculous rule. 
I missed some great opportunities because of re-
ligion—but I have evolved.

WCT: over the years, what’s the biggest 
change you’ve seen in the music industry?

M: The music industry has changed tremen-
dously because of the internet. I caught it at 
the end of the old-school business, when radio 
was the only way to market songs. Now, it’s just 
as important to get on the playlists on Spotify. 
There are a lot more ways to expose people to 
your music.  However, people do tend to work 
independently and you can’t have those music-la-
bel collaborations—but, now, people have more 
control over their music.

Windy City Times is collecting reader input for the upcoming
2018 election primary in Illinois.

This data includes reader priorities on the races, the issues,
 and a straw poll on the governor’s race.

The survey link is here, and deadline is Jan. 15, 
one survey per person:

https://tinyurl.com/WCTReaderSurvey

If you are a candidate for any office in Illinois, we also invite 
you to complete one of our two candidate surveys.
For all candidates except judicial, deadline Jan. 10:

https://tinyurl.com/WCT2018Survey

For all judicial candidates, deadline Jan. 10:

https://tinyurl.com/WCTJudicialSurvey
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MoCP exhibit looks
at gender, sexuality 

The Museum of Contemporary Photography (MoCP), 
600 S. Michigan Ave., will host the exhibition “Disrup-
tive Perspectives” through Friday, Dec. 22.

“Perspectives,” according to the museum’s website, 
“explores gender, sexuality, and identity. The artists in-
cluded use photography to articulate an expansive range 
of identities that cannot be sufficiently characterized 
using simplistic binaries.

“Rather than rendering identity as fixed, the works on 
view consider gender and sexuality as negotiations that 
are shaped by the human psyche, the passage of time, 
and the complex relationship between self and other.”

Artists include Zackary Drucker and Rhys Ernst, Alex-
andre Haefeli, Laurence Rasti, Jess T. Dugan, Leonard 
Suryajaya, Lorenzo Triburgo and Barbara Davatz.

See MoCP.org.

‘Drag Race’ queens
in Chicago Dec. 21

The queens of RuPaul’s Drag Race are spreading cheers 
and queers throughout the world this holiday season in 
their new musical-comedy show, Christmas Queens.

They will be in Chicago on Thursday, Dec. 21, at the 
Metro, 3730 N. Clark St., at 8 p.m. 

Michelle Visage will host with live performances by 
Manila Luzon, Ginger Minj, Jinkx Monsoon, Sharon Nee-
dles, Phi Phi O’Hara, Peppermint, Thorgy Thor, Willam 
and Ivy Winters.

Tickets for “Christmas Queens” are available atChrist-
masQueens.net. (Note: Talent lineup will vary by city 
and is subject to change. Check the website for more 
information.)

by LIZ bAUDLER

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel was on hand for the dedica-
tion of a mural recognizing 20 women notable for contri-
butions to the Chicago Arts. 

Designed by internationally renowned artist and MacAr-
thur Fellow Kerry James Marshall, the 132-foot-by-100-
foot mural spans the back of the Chicago Cultural Center, 
78 E. Washington St., along its Garland Court side. It is the 
largest artwork Marshall has ever designed. 

Among the 20 women depicted are two contemporary 
LGBTQ figures, writer and novelist Achy Obejas and Jane 
M. Saks, President and Artistic Director of Project& and 
Founding Director of the Ellen Stone Belic Institute for the 
Study of Women and Gender in the Arts and Media. Saks at-
tended the ribbon cutting along with 16 of the 20 women 
or their representatives. 

The other women include arts curators Susanne Ghez, 
Abena Joan Brown, Barbara Jones-Hogu and Monica 
Haslip; theater and dance figures Barbara Gaines, Jac-

queline Russell, Ruth Page, Sandra Delgado, Jackie Taylor, 
Cheryl Lynn Bruce and Joan Gray; longtime Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Lois Weisberg; Harriet Monroe, founder of 
Poetry Magazine; DuSable Museum founder Margaret Bur-
roughs; Maggie C. Daley, Chicago’s longest serving first 
lady; writers Gwendolyn Brooks and Sandra Cisneros; and 
cultural icon Oprah Winfrey.

Emanuel reminded the crowd that 2017 has been the 
Year of Public Art in Chicago, and remarked that art ener-
gizes public spaces. He called Marshall’s work, “the largest 
mural I’ve ever seen.” Marshall fondly recalled the Cultural 
Center as the site of his first Chicago show in 1988. 

“Everything meaningful began in that moment,” he said 
of that long-ago show. He connected the  mural now grac-
ing the back of the building to a 50-year-tradition of pub-
lic art in Chicago, including “The Wall of Respect,” and 
lauded the mural’s subjects, who he called “the heart and 
spine” of culture. 

“Culture is made by individuals first, and then they be-
come institutions,” Marshall said.

Upper left: Part of the mural. Above: honoree Jane Saks’ name on the mural. 
Photos by liz baudler
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by CARRIE MAxWELL

Rev. Elder Rachelle Brown’s journey toward the 
ministry and the Metropolitan Community Church 
(MCC) began in her early thirties, when she was 
looking for a spiritual connection after many 
years away due to the rejection she faced after 
coming out as a lesbian while in college. She de-
cided to enter an MCC church (while living in St. 
Louis) for the first time and instead of being dis-
appointed she was amazed at what she witnessed 
that day—a denomination that blesses and cel-
ebrates everyone.
 “After moving to St. Louis in 2000, I experi-
enced my first Pride in 2001 and stopped at 
an MCC of Greater St. Louis vendor table,” said 
Brown. “It was in MCC that I came out to God, as 
well as others. My background is Catholic, Charis-
matic and then Pentecostal. MCC has the mixture 
of traditions that allowed me to find my own ex-
pression of faith and spirituality.”
 Brown (who is of Acadian Cajun ancestry) grew 
up in a small, rural community in Vermillion Par-
ish, Louisiana called Indian Bayou and lived in 
her maternal great-grandparent’s farmhouse with 
her parents and sister most of her childhood.
 “Acadians originated in France—we were most-
ly poor farmers who followed the French explorers 
to Canada trying to escape peonage,” said Brown. 
“The British expelled my ancestors from the re-
gion between 1755 and 1763, an event known 
as Le Grand Derangement (the Great Upheaval). 
People were packed into ships and sent south. 
About half died from smallpox and other diseas-
es. Many, including my ancestors, traveled south 
on the Mississippi to Louisiana.”
 Brown explained that her family traveled on a 
pilgrimage when she was young to Grand-Pre in 
Nova Scotia to see the place where her exiled 
ancestors’ names are listed. She noted that over 
time Cajun culture, and especially the language, 
was lost by many due to English language only 
schools, however, books like “Clovis Crawfish” 
and the Cajun cultural revolution of the ‘80s has 
made people aware of her people’s history. Brown 
said many of her older family members kept the 
Cajun language alive including her mother’s par-
ents and paternal great-grandfather.
 “Being Cajun is a way of life, a state of mind 
and a sense of humor,” said Brown. “I enjoy 
crawfish, spicy food, Community Coffee in the red 
bag, Steen’s pure sugar cane syrup, Boudin sau-
sage, rum and fish on Friday. There is something 
about listening to old-time Cajun music, zydeco 
or swamp pop that brings a smile—even on a 
freezing Chicago day. No matter where I am—
faith, family and laissez les bon temps rouler [are] 
on my mind and in my blood.”
 As early as her teen years, Brown was think-
ing about attending Bible College but those 
plans were put on hold due to a work-study op-

portunity at the College of the Ozarks’ (in Point 
Lookout, Missouri) radio station that steered her 
into a media career during her 20s and early 30s. 
She got her BA in mass media at the College of 
the Ozarks, and her MA in communications from 
Southwest Missouri State University (now Mis-

souri State University).
 After Brown graduated, she worked at radio sta-
tions with many formats including contemporary 
Christian, alternative rock and at NPR (mostly in 
Missouri) where her duties included doing public 
speaking engagements and covering concerts and 
festivals. She worked in production and as the 
music director and later for a marketing agency.
 While working in marketing, Brown sought out 
a new spiritual home that would embrace her 
whole self and that is how she came to the MCC 
in St. Louis that fateful day.
 As Brown immersed herself in the MCC church 
over the next few years, including spending time 
with queer theologian Rev. Dr. Bob Goss, she de-
cided to enter the ministry to better help and 
give hope to young LGBTQ people trying to live a 
life of faith.
 She received her Master of Divinity degree 
from Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis and, 
while there, began her chaplaincy work focused 
on perpetrators of domestic violence. Brown was 
ordained in 2007 and in 2008 she moved to Chi-
cago to work on her Ph.D. in theology at Chicago 
Theological Seminary.
 The MCC Governing Board elected Brown to 
be interim moderator in October 2016; she will 
serve until the next General Conference in 2019. 
An “elder” is a name given to ministers who are 
highly esteemed, respected and looked to for wis-
dom. The Council of Elders and Governing Board 
affirmed her roles as elder and she was installed 
in January 2017.
 Additionally, since this is the first interim for 
MCC, some in the denomination consider her sta-
tus as an elder and interim moderator revolution-
ary due to her, what some may call, unique family 
structure.
 When Brown met married lesbian couple Mi-
chelle Jestes and Dama Elkins-Jestes about seven 
years ago, she found her soulmates in the two 
women. They embarked on a relationship togeth-
er (which includes raising their child, Ayden) that 
they call “a couple of three,” and currently reside 

in a Chicago suburb.
 This “couple of three” goes back to Brown’s 
childhood projects with her father.
 “When asking for a few things he would jok-
ingly say, hand me ‘a couple of three’ of what-
ever I was handing over,” said Brown. “As our 
family considered how to refer to each other, 
the language of polyamory is always forming, so 
we decided a couple of three best described the 
closed nature of our covenant and commitments. 
We have all learned so much each year together. 
It is not simple to be out, or even engage in 
conversations with traditional couples. I learned 
recently that when I say ‘family,’ some assume we 
are blood relatives.
 “Back in the early 2000s when I was coming 
out as a lesbian, I did not know anyone that 
would be considered polyamorous. It has been 
a journey—one that MCC allowed space for me 
to discover and live in. Some congregants say 
nothing; others begin to talk more openly about 
their own relationships, both monogamous and 
non-monogamous. We are fully committed and 
in sacred covenant to each other, honoring the 
complexity of the relationships we represent. I 
personally believe it is the most authentic and 
loving way for me to be in relationship, while 
aware that it is not possible or even advisable for 
others.”
 MCC celebrates queer holy days, including 
honoring significant persons and events such as 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, World AIDS 
Day, IDAHO/T, Pride, National Coming Out Day 
and other specific cultural days or months.
 “While I was the interim pastor of aChurch4Me 
MCC in the Rogers Park neighborhood, it was 
such an honor to serve such a diverse, artistic 
and spiritual community of faith,” said Brown. 
“I embrace the complexity of my ethnicity, cul-
tural heritage, gender, orientation, class, educa-
tion and vocation. Our conversations and work 
together all have different starting points, yet we 
share in the need for liberation of our body, spirit 
and mind.”
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MCC elder talks Cajun
roots, faith and lesbian
polyamorous relationship

The Rev. Elder Rachelle brown. 
Photo courtesy of the MCC

Lakeside Pride
honors Strawn
by MATT SIMonETTE

Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles members 
presented Member Resources Director Bran-
don Strawn with its Founders Award in rec-
ognition of his longtime contributions to 
the organization.

The presentation came near the conclu-
sion of Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band’s Fall 
2017 concert, which was held the afternoon 
of Nov. 12 at the Athenaeum Theatre.

The concert, titled “State of the Union,” 
featured pieces by Charles Ives, George Ger-
shwin, John Philip Sousa, Samuel Barber, 
Mel Brooks and Richard Wagner, among oth-
ers. Conductors included Kyle Rhoades, Nick 
White and Scott Malinowski, while Windy 
City Times Publisher Tracy Baim was guest 
emcee.

Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles is now in 
its 21st year. See http://lakesidepride.org/.

Lakeside Pride honors brandon Strawn. 
Photo by Matt simonette



BOOK REVIEW

Surpassing Certainty
By Janet Mock
$24.99; Atria; 228 pages
REVIEW by TERRI SChLIChEnMEyER

When you were 20, you wanted only to impress. 
If people looked at you, wasn’t that good? You 

wanted to be seen, watched, adored by those you 
saw as desirable. But what, exactly, did you want 
people to notice? Was it your hair, your body or, 
as in Surpassing Certainty, by Janet Mock, was 
the whole you on display?

At age 19, Mock should never have been where 
she was for three nights a week.

Her schedule was meant for women older than 
21, which was the legal age for dancing as a 
stripper in a Waikiki clubs, but the proprietress 
of the club jokingly offered to “give” Mock two of 
her own birthdays, and that was that: Mock was a 
dancer, albeit a self-conscious one.

She was afraid that someone could spot her se-
cret from the bar rail.

At a very young age, Mock knew she was in 

the wrong body. Her mother looked the other way 
while Mock wore feminine clothing and grew out 
her hair, and she ignored when Mock started tak-
ing female hormones as an adolescent. After sav-
ing every penny, Mock flew to Bangkok to finalize 
her transition at 18; months later, she realized 
that nobody saw her as anything but a pretty 
Black woman.

But the club, well, money was good there and 
she settled in there. She sometimes made a cool 
grand a week, and she didn’t have to sleep with 
customers; the club’s owner, in fact, urged her 
girls not to do so. “Love can wait,” she’d said, but 
when Mock met the man she’d ultimately marry, 
there was no reason not to take the plunge.

He was a Navy man who took Mock’s truth in 
stride, but the two grew apart: Mock quit danc-
ing before she quit the marriage to move to New 
York City to attend college, where she felt em-
powered as a woman in control of her life. She 
made friends, decided what she wanted to do 
with her life, landed the job of her dreams and, 
“I was home.”

Filled with florid prose and swoony drama, Sur-
passing Certainty is one of those memoirs that 
feels like a long conversation.

That can be a good thing, and it can be bad.
In speaking directly to readers, author Mock of-

fers an aura of girlfriendship. We’re privy to many 
details—maybe even too many—and the infor-
mation is meted out as if we’re all Sex in the City 
in a bistro somewhere on a Sunday afternoon.

And yet, this conversation doesn’t seem to have 
a point. Mock writes at great length about strip-
ping. She tells about her many loves, fusses too 
much about her appearance and shares thoughts 

about men that reflect her youth at the time. Ex-
cept for a juicy admission of omission in her last 
book, this seemed like a lot of navel-gazing.

Heavy sigh.
If you read Mock’s first memoir and are eager 

for more, by all means, find this one because 
you’ll love it. For most readers, though, Surpass-
ing Certainty may not completely impress.

Want more? Then look for Redefining Realness, 
by Janet Mock; or I Am Jazz, by Jazz Jennings.
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BOOK REVIEW

Hunger
By Roxane Gay
$25.99, Harper, 306 pages
REVIEW by LIZ bAUDLER

Roxane Gay’s Hunger is one of the most plainspo-
ken books about trauma ever written. Up until 
this point, the celebrated writer often explores 
her gang rape at the age of 12 by neighborhood 
boys obliquely, in fiction. Rarely has she writ-
ten about the event as it happened, or its con-
sequences.

Gay felt the need to fortify herself after such a 
violation and, so, beginning at boarding school 
in her teens, she ate with abandon. Her parents 
were confounded, which did not make Gay alter 
her newfound behavior or confide in her family. 
At 18, Gay went to Yale, and ran away from it 
a year later to stay with a man she met on the 
internet. Rather than tell her family about her 
rape, Gay came out as a lesbian (although she 
continued to date men) when they pressed her to 
explain why she’d dropped out of school. At her 
heaviest, sometime in her mid 20s, she weighed 
557 pounds.

Gay writes seemingly unflinchingly about how 
her body: that she has constant bruises from fit-
ting in chairs with arms, that she cannot buy the 
pretty clothes she longs to wear and if she makes 
the attempt to wear them, they feel emotionally 
constricting. She goes into minute and excruciat-
ing detail about a consultation for gastric bypass 
surgery, having enough room on flights and her 
two-year flirtation with bulimia. But the stoicism 
is a mirage: you have to take Gay’s words at face 
value, and since she chooses to leave them un-
adorned, overall her pain speaks louder.

There are some redeeming narrative arcs. To-
wards the end of her 20s, which Gay considers 
the worst decade of her life, she found herself 

focusing more firmly on writing. In Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, she met one of the first men 
who treated her with respect. Her relationships 
start out abusive and transactional and get bet-
ter. At this point in her life, Gay believes more 
firmly that she can do the work of tearing down 
the walls rather than building them up. 

Gay was splintered by such a horrific event so 
young, and lost in various ways for so long be-
cause of it. Now, she is Roxane Gay, person of 
incredible talent and acclaim. But that does not 
inure her to living with trauma, or help her feed 
the various hungers that have gone unfulfilled 
because of it. Her ability to distill her experience 
in so many diverse ways is what will make Hunger 
a must-read for anyone struggling to sort through 
their life.

Janet Mock. 
PR photo

http://www.callmebyyourname.com
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by AnDREW DAVIS

Although he has been a part of Hollywood for 
some time, John Ridley cemented his status as a 
force to be reckoned with when he won an Acad-
emy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay for the 
film 12 Years a Slave.

Now, he’s back, as the director and screen-
writer of the documentary Let It Fall: Los An-
geles 1982–1992—an unflinching look at not 
only the riots, but the simmering tensions and 
sometimes devastating setbacks that led to the 
three-day event that resulted in more than $1 
billion worth of damage. Also, the film (which, no 
doubt, involved exhaustive research) delves into 
how people of all races and ethnicities were af-
fected—and even looks at the life of one woman 
(Lisa Phillips) who came out to her police-officer 
partner during the riots.

Windy City Times: I’ve seen this movie 
twice—and it affected me quite viscerally 
both times. I’m curious as to why you picked 
this particular point and time. Is it because 
you lived through it?

John Ridley: Part of the reason we did this 
documentary is because the time sort of picked 
us, with the anniversary arriving and awareness 
about the events. But, at the same time, there 
were people who were not aware of what hap-
pened, who don’t remember or who misremember 
certain moments. 

There was an opportunity to really go back and 
excavate history; to do it in a very personalized 
way, with verbatim narratives; and to expand the 
conversation beyond being binary about race—
about Black and white. There were various com-
munities that were affected, going back at least 
10 years. It wasn’t just one incident that rever-
berated through one community; it was a series 
of events that led to this uprising.

WCT: And it was great that you got so many 
different perspectives [regarding race].

JR: It’s 2017, and when we think about race, 
we think about it as being binary. And certainly 
there are particular grievances that Black peo-
ple have, but we need to look at race, society 
and community conflicts as being so much more 
than that—because the reality is that they are. 
We can’t have a complete understanding of this 
event without looking at it through the eyes of 
the officers, the Japanese-Americans, the Korean-
Americans, the Hispanic individuals—they’re all 
a part of this city, and they’re certainly a part 
of this story.

WCT: I understand the title comes from pas-
sive behavior.

JR: Yes. There was any number of opportuni-
ties—in my opinion, from looking at this story—

when people tried to insert themselves into situ-
ations to let [others] know there were problems 
and that people were going down a very, very 
bad road. But I do think there were people who 
looked at what was going on with an intellectual 
shrug. 

My takeaway from all of this is that when the 
system fails or when things fall apart, people 
rise. And you look at the individuals in this story 
like Bobby Green or Lisa Phillips, who chose to do 
better—and at the risk to their own lives.

WCT: What was the most surprising thing 
you discovered while making this film?

JR: More than anything, it was how immedi-
ate these emotions were for so many individuals. 
Even though it’s 25 years later, the quality of the 
recollections, the immediacy of their emotions 
and their willingness to share these private mo-
ments—that was extremely powerful. All of these 
individuals—even people like the [Rodney King 
case] juror Henry King, who still feels he made 
the right choice—had this emotional [resonance] 
to their stories. 

WCT: And henry King revealed that he’s 
30-percent black?

JR: Yes. He said he was slightly aware of it 
growing up, but he didn’t know the extent re-
garding his own personal makeup and what it 
meant for him as a person. But still, looking at 
that moment and time as a juror and still think-
ing he came up with the right conclusion—it was 
stunning, like all the other stories. It was quite 
humbling to be part of this [film].

WCT: Was it hard for you to remain objec-
tive?

JR: [Laughs] There were a couple moments.
I knew it was difficult, but it was my desire 

to remain objective. I aimed to it without judg-
ment; I wasn’t trying to indict anyone or exoner-
ate anyone—I just wanted to create a space for 
people to share their stories.

There was one individual who said something 
and I felt it necessary to question or to not let 
the answer just stay there—but beyond that, it 
was not about trying to get a particular answer. 
I was just trying to guide the conversation about 
their pasts, hopes, dreams and desires. I want the 
conversations to be full representations of their 
histories and stories.

WCT: Sometimes, the emotion comes fly-
ing through the screen, like with Kiki [henry 
“Kiki” Watson, one of the so-called “L.A. Four” 
who attacked truck driver Reginald Denny dur-
ing the riots]. At one point, he says that black 
men are not accepted unless “you’re a f--king 
homosexual or a transient.”

JR: Yeah. That was a very emotional, very 
powerful moment—but the way he views what 

it means to be a Black man is very “us against 
them.” But the strugle is also with how we view 
ourselves. Kiki, by the choices he made, will rep-
resent an element of the Black community in 
South Central L.A., but he’s not the only voice. 
It’s very important to put Kiki next to Bobby 
Green [a rescuer during the riot] or Gary Williams 
[another member of the L.A. Four] and say his is 
not the only response.

People are the products of bad decisions, not 
a bad environment. Frankly, Kiki is not ready to 
take ownership of the decisions he’s made. It’s 
very important to show things in context and to 
show as many perspectives as possible.

WCT: And how did you find Lisa Phillips?
JR: I was aware of her story, in general. To not 

leave her post, to not pull back like other officers 
did and go into the [scene] and do her job—but 
I wasn’t completely aware of her personal story 
and of her decision, in that moment, to come out 
to her partner.

That, in itself, is an amazingly powerful sto-
ry—regarding her identity and personal life. But 
we didn’t want to make a blanket demonization 
of the LAPD; it was an opportunity to say that 
the officers were not of any particular kind.  It 
was an opportunity to put a new face (and a new 
orientation) on what it means to be heroic. It 
showed the LAPD in a different light and in a 
strong light. Lisa is a remarkable individual; we 
were very fortunate to be able to include her. 
She is the best of the best, and she retired with 
honors.

WCT: I know that [onetime LAPD Chief] Da-
ryl Gates died several years ago. If you had the 
chance to interview him, what’s one question 

you would ask him?
JR: I would ask him if he finally took full re-

sponsibility not just for the uprising, but for the 
attitudes of the LAPD. At one point, he talks 
about the chokehold—and doesn’t really apolo-
gize. When you in charge of the LAPD and you set 
the tone, words do matter. Regret, remorse and 
empathy do matter as well.

People ask me why I try to humanize him in 
this story—well, it’s because he’s a human being. 
Many people are taking responsibility for their 
actions—and I would’ve loved for the chief to 
have done so, or at least speak to these circum-
stances in his own voice and words.

WCT: We talked about surprising things ear-
lier—but something that surprised me about 
you, especially after watching this, is that 
you have a background in comedy [including 
stand-up]. [Ridley laughs.] how would you de-
scribe your own professional journey?

JR: I would use that word exactly: a journey. 
Moving from being a comedian—where you’re 
on stage and it’s all about you—to where I am 
now is a journey. I don’t know if I’ll remain in 
this space, but it’s about creating an environ-
ment where other people can share their stories 
or experiences; that was the case with Red Tails, 
12 Years a Slave, American Crime and Guerrilla.

I’m about educating myself about history, ex-
periences, other spaces and other places, and 
then taking other people’s experiences and put-
ting them in a public space. I’m thankful for the 
space I have now to share those stories.

Let It Fall: Los Angeles 1982–1992 is avail-
able on youTube, iTunes, Amazon Video, Vudu 
and Google Play Movies & TV.

MOVIES

John Ridley covers
L.A. Riots, lesbian 
officer in ‘Let It Fall’

Left: Let It Fall director John Ridley. Right: Let It Fall key art. 
images from movie’s website
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by CARRIE MAxWELL

Imagine spending a year undercover among the 
alt-right in the United Kingdom and United 
States. That’s just what Patrik Hermansson (a 
young gay Swedish activist who used the pseud-
onym Erik Hellberg) did for HOPE not hate.

One of the places Hermansson found himself 
was at the white nationalist rally in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia this past summer where Heather 
Heyer was killed.

“I think witnessing an attack on defenseless 
people can only be traumatic,” said Hermans-
son. “What I saw after Heather and the others 
were attacked was probably the best humanity 
has to offer. Everyone came together to help with 
some using their banners to give shade to the 
ambulance personnel and while others took care 
of those who were psychologically traumatized. 
That gave me hope.”

Hermansson, who grew up in Stockholm, re-
cently got his Master’s degree in political sci-
ence and currently works for HOPE not hate as a 
researcher. His boss is senior researcher Dr. Joe 
Mulhall.

HOPE not hate was founded in the UK 14 years 
ago by its Chief Executive Nick Lowles to fight 
against fascists and extremists that were becom-
ing an electoral threat there.

Prior to moving to the United Kingdom, Her-
mansson volunteered for Expo, the Swedish anti-
racism group, as their newspaper photographer 
and researcher.

“I am quite left-wing, and the alt-right belief 
system is the opposite of that—including being 
anti-egalitarian, anti-feminist, anti-LGBT and an-
ti-Democratic,” said Hermansson. “When I was in 
Sweden, I did HIV and LGBTQ activism at first and 
then moved on to anti-racist and anti-fascist ac-
tivism and that’s how I got involved with Expo.”

Hermansson noted that right-wing extrem-
ists of all stripes are fixated on Scandinavia and 
Sweden specifically for different reasons. He said 
they are obsessed with Scandinavia because of 
the pagan gods Thor and Odin and what they rep-
resent, which is white supremacy.

“Sweden internationally, especially on the far-
right, has come to epitomize left-wing society in-
cluding high taxes for social programs which they 
are against,” said Hermansson. “The Pride March 
in Stockholm and other Swedish cities have got-
ten attacked by far-right groups who stand at the 
side of the road with anti-LGBTQ banners with 
some trying to provoke the marchers in recent 
years and people have come to expect that this 
will happen. In 2015/2016 Sweden had a lot of 
refugees from places like Syria so now the far-
right sees the country as failing due to our social-
ist policies and open immigration policy.”

Hermansson explained that he was asked to do 
this assignment because he was trusted and fit 
the profile in terms of his demographic makeup 
and credentials (a university education) that 
are desirable among far-right leaders. He noted 
that these groups are always looking to grow and 
renew themselves with new members. The goal, 
Hermansson said, was to show the public what 
they were doing at the local level, where they 
were campaigning and their future plans.

“People underestimate them and we need all 
the tools possible to mobilize our campaign team 
on the grassroots level to counteract their mes-
sage,” said Hermansson.

“We don’t take sending people undercover 
lightly because of the risk it involves,” said Mul-
hall. “Many groups on the far-right try to portray 
a false or more moderate image to the public. By 
going undercover we can reveal how extreme and 
dangerous they really are. Patrik was incredibly 
brave and did amazing work that will really dam-
age the far-right.”

Using a hidden camera, Hermansson document-
ed everything and the footage, along with other 
information, was turned into a documentary 
HOPE not hate will be releasing soon.

Hermansson started out by telling these groups 
he wanted to be a part of their movement. Over 
time, Hermansson needed to gather more infor-
mation so he told them he was writing a mas-
ter’s thesis about the suppression of right-wing 
speech. This allowed him to expand his network 
without anyone getting suspicious and gave 
him access to leaders such as reclusive Counter-
Currents Publishing Editor-in-Chief Greg John-
son and AltRight Corporation Co-Founder Jason 
Reza Jorjani (American white nationalist Richard 
Spencer is another co-founder), among others.

“After all those months with them, I became 
desensitized,” said Hermansson. “I learned to lis-
ten for hours without raising an eyebrow to ideas 
that I initially reacted to viscerally. Bit-by-bit it 
became normal to me and even if you are fun-
damentally against these ideas you learn to live 
with them. I was told that bringing acceptance 
of far-right ideas in the mainstream is an explicit 
strategy by some of the leaders of these groups. 
That is what is so frightening.

“I learned that these groups are getting more 
confident in their ideas and expressing them in 
public. They are less concerned with how they 
are perceived by people, especially in the U.S. 
The key takeaway for me is to challenge them 
and their hateful messages everywhere we can to 
show these types of ideas are unacceptable and 
will come with a social cost. It might not stop 
those who are already convinced but those that 
are on the edges might be deterred.”

Hermansson said the groups he infiltrated are 

very hostile toward anyone who is not a white, 
straight, cisgender person and traditional binary 
gender roles are a core component of how they 
see the world. He explained that they also talked 
about white people being under attack which 
they call “white genocide.” One of their mes-
sages, Hermansson noted, was to have as many 
white kids as possible to ensure white majority 
status in the Western world.

“They blame LGBTQ people because we suppos-
edly cannot have children and due to this are 
contributing to the downfall of western civiliza-
tion,” said Hermansson. “There were times when 
I wanted to argue with them but of course I 
could not do that because I had a bigger project 
to accomplish.”

Mulhall noted that they have a preoccupation 
with hierarchy and male-only spaces and that has 
created a complicated relationship with sexual-
ity. The alt-light (the moderate wing of the al-
ternative right), Mulhall explained, has embraced 
white gay people such as Milo Yiannopolous and 
Lucian Wintrich (Twinks4Trump photo series cre-
ator) among others to prove they are better than 
Muslims when it comes to LGBTQ rights.

“Deep-rooted angst at their own masculine 
ranking, exacerbated by the homoeroticism found 
in some male spaces, has led to a virulent ho-
mophobia in the alt-right, with gay men placed 
at the very bottom of the male hierarchy,” said 
Mulhall.

Lowles said Hermansson going undercover gave 
them invaluable information about “the structure 
of the alt-right, its funding, its aims, how it re-

cruited new people and the methods it employed 
to ‘get under the radar’ in terms of mainstreaming 
its opinions.

“Patrik being on the inside allowed us to cap-
ture the true face and beliefs of this movement. 
Simply put, a camera or a notepad would have 
changed the person in front of it. Many of their 
views are published online, however, certain top-
ics are discussed only behind closed doors and 
can only truly be captured when you are on the 
‘inside’.”

Mulhall noted that HOPE not hate is in the pro-
cess of establishing a presence in the US, setting 
up a research operation to monitor these inter-
national links among far-right groups and will be 
launching on the ground political campaigns in 
the coming year.

HOPE not hate recently released a report, “The 
International Alternative Right: From Charlot-
tesville to the White House” (https://alternati-
veright.hopenothate.com/) that outlines what it 
learned over the past year, including the informa-
tion Hermansson provided to the organization. 

“Our message is that those who foment and 
stoke the flames of ethnic and sectarian hatred 
must be opposed and exposed, in the interests of 
peaceful co-existence,” said Lowles. 

Hermansson’s plans for the future include con-
tinuing to work for HOPE not hate as a researcher 
“looking at the far-right but with a little bit of 
distance.”

See https://hopenothate.com/ for more infor-
mation.

Gay activist details
undercover journey
inside alt-right

Patrik hermansson. 
Photo courtesy of hoPe not hate
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by AnDREW DAVIS

It seems that a lot of hotels are undergoing 
renovations.
 Last week, I discussed the Ritz-Carlton’s 
makeover as well as the highs and lows of its 
Italian steakhouse, Torali. This week, it’s all 
about the new Talbott Hotel and its restaurant, 
fittingly called 20 East (20 E. Delaware Pl.; 
https://www.20eastchicago.com). 
 However, the number “20” could also describe 
the number of dollars (in millions) put into 
renovating the Talbott, a Joie de Vivre property, 
earlier this year. The project has resulted in a 
spot that, at least on the first floor (where the 

restaurant is located), seems a lot airier/lighter 
than it previously did.
 It’s also resulted in 20 East, a spot that’s 
modern and elegant, with a menu that’s 
unabashedly American. The menu is probably one 
of the more basic I’ve seen in quite some time 

in a place that’s not a traditional diner—which 
means dishes should be executed very well, to 
say the least.
 Fortunately, on that front, 20 East succeeds. 
Boards include smoked salmon (with capers, 
cucumbers, pickled red onions, whipped cream 

cheese and Texas toast) as well as grilled pita 
and hummus (with extra virgin olive oil, sumac, 
olive, tomato and parsley). Salads are also pretty 
basic, with slight twists; for example, the baby 
spinach salad contains dill, mint, green apple, 
gorgonzola cheese, sherry vinaigrette—and 
sriracha cashews.
 Sandwiches include a truffle patty melt that’s 
simply swell (to use an old-school term that 
fits the place); the melt has caramelized onions 
and butter rkase cheese that’s melted just 
right. Lobster roll, a mountainous turkey bacon 
club and a cheeseburger are among the other 
straightforward options offered (but keep in 
mind that French fries, which come with garlic 
aioli, are extra). However, there’s even more on 
the menu, as there are large plates like Faroe 
Island salmon and crispy brick chicken—again, 
not exotic.
 But save room for dessert—and, if you’re like 
me, you’ll focus on a decadent, layered chocolate 
torte decorated with raspberries. It’s the perfect 
way to end a meal at this welcome addition to 
the Gold Coast.
 note: Restaurant profiles/events are based 
on invitations arranged from restaurants and/
or firms.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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SAVOR 
20 East

Truffle patty melt (left) and interior of 20 East.
PR photos

Chicago Leather Club, The Clubs of Chicago and Touche 
joined forces at the fourth annual Deck the Balls event. 
Five “human trees” stepped up in this grassroots type of 
fundraiser to bring some holiday cash to Lori Cannon and 
the clients at Vital Bridges Northside Grocery Center.

“It seemed to be fitting to be hosting this event in con-
junction with the Clubs annual holiday party that Touche 
hosts,” said Cannon. “The leather clubs have played a key 
community outreach. It was the Hellfire Club that offered 
the first year of office space, mimeograph machines and 
answering machine so that Open Hand could exist and do 
the work of serving clients.” She added, “I will be forever 
grateful to them for stepping up in the early days and be-

ing there for what the program has become today.”
The fundraiser, begun by Dillon John Halford, a local 

artist and fashion designer, was just a fun way for people 
to share in the holiday spirit and make some things hap-
pen for a favorite charity of the community. Due to school 
commitments, Dillion worked with the Chicago Leather 
Club to take on the logistics of the event.

Chicago Leather Club wants to thank the “trees” Dick 
Cashman, David Wray, Daddy Eos (Illinois Trainer 2017), 
Teya Leigh (Great Lakes Puppy) and Adam Heusinkveld (Mr. 
Midwest Leather 2017).

-From a press release   
Photos courtesy of dean ogren

Deck the Balls fundraiser at Touche
Over $600 raised for Vital Bridges

Vogue For Tots 11 at Berlin
The Stardust collective announces the 11th   Annual   Vogue   for Tots   at Berlin , 954 
W. Belmont Ave., Thursday,   December   15 . Bringing together iconic members of 
the ballroom, drag and queer communities, Vogue For Tots continues the gift of 
giving with a toy drive benefiting Chance The Rapper’s SocialWorks   Chicago  via the 
WGN   Toy   Drive , and additionally is raising funds for hurricane relief via Unidos   por   
Puerto   Rico .
 Honoring queer history and its roots in black and brown ballroom culture, 
competitors will vogue off in front a huge crowd and a star-studded panel of 
celebrity judges, including Dida Ritz, The Vixen, Lila Star, Jeez Loueez (Honey 
Badger of Burlesque), KC Ortiz, 
Saya Naomi and Jenae Williams. 
The night will also feature the 
best vogue, dance and club beats 
by [X]P (FKA, Duro) and Gucciroxx, 
with emcees RoRo and Lucy Stoole 
and hosts Bambi Banks, Siichele, 
The Chanels and more.
 Photo of 2014 event by Kirk 
williamson

Club Krave 
turns 10
 This Saturday, December 16, 
celebrate a decade of decadence 
on the South Side at the 10th 
anniversary party of Club Krave, 
13126 S. Western Ave. in Blue Island. 
Lindsey Devereaux headlines a 
stunning show, featuring Sassy Trade, 
Brandi Wyne, Serina DeVine, Theresa 
Dawn and many more. Win tickets to 
see RuPaul’s Christmas Queens.
 2008 Photo of tina Roberts, 
lindsey devereaux and KJ Craig 
by Kirk williamson
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I’ve said it before, but one of the best shows 
every year is the “Divas Simply Singing” AIDS 
benefit. This year, Sheryl Lee Ralph completely 
reinvented the enduring event as an elegant, 
swanky reception, dinner and concert. 

The evening began with a VIP reception and 
book-signing with my dear friend, Jenifer Lewis. 
At the concert, I was onstage singing and lead-
ing the chorus as Jenifer belted, “I Don’t Want 
Nobody Fucking With Me In These Streets.” Then 
the ageless Thelma houston did a dynamic set, 
ending with Jenifer and Sheryl Lee Ralph joining 
her for a reprise of “Don’t Leave Me This Way.” 
Ralph then joined Kenny Lattimore for a touch-
ing rendition of “When I First Saw You,” from 
Dreamgirls. Lattimore raised a few thousand dol-
lars for the cause by auctioning off the chance 
for some lucky ladies to sit at his feet while he 
serenaded them.

Then it was time for Jennifer holliday. She 
joined Ralph for a very brief, but memorable, 
snippet of the dressing room scene from Dream-
girls when Effie calls Deena “common.” Then, 
like Lattimore, she auctioned off the chance for 
people to sit onstage with her as she sang “And I 
Am Telling You.” The first $500 bid came from our 
table. DJ Pierce (aka Shangela) was up onstage 
before Holliday even finished talking. Several 
others paid $500. Then a couple of folks ponied 
up $1,000! Finally, a couple women paid $250 for 
this once-in-a-lifetime chance. I think Holliday 
raised about $6K with that one song. One guy 
offered a thousand bucks if she would sing “I Am 
Changing.” She called him up to the stage, held 
him in her arms, and sang directly to him as the 
tears streamed down his face. It was a beautiful 
moment.

The show officially ended with Ralph and Hol-
liday singing “Joy To The World.” Then the real 
show started. While people milled around taking 
photos, Jenifer and Jennifer came together. The 
two divas have a complicated and combustible 
chemistry. Holliday proudly helped promote Lew-
is’ book. Sheryl joined them for photos, and then 
the three divas sang together. You can see it all 
on BillyMasters.com.

Last week, London’s Daily Mail ran the follow-
ing headline: “bryan Singer: I wasn’t fired from 
Queen film for rape.” Somewhere, Singer was 
thinking, “Stop helping me!” It’s been a harrow-
ing time for Bryan. With less than a month of 
shooting left on his film about the band Queen 
called Bohemian Rhapsody, he was unceremoni-
ously dumped by the studio. Whispers of trouble 
began with rumors of escalating tensions be-
tween the director and star Rami Malek (rumors 
Singer denies). Singer did miss several days of 
shooting in early November and his duties were 

assumed by cinematographer, Newton Thomas 
Sigel. Then the production unexpectedly shut 
down when Singer didn’t return from Thanksgiv-
ing break due to family health issues. While he 
claims he asked the studio for time off to deal 
with this personal matter, people in the know 
say this was a convenient excuse for the brass 
to make a change. Singer was replaced by Dexter 
Fletcher, who was already slated to direct a bi-
opic about Elton John.

Now, about those rape allegations: Within 24 
hours of Singer’s ouster from the film, word fil-
tered out that he was being sued for allegedly 
raping a 17-year-old back in 2003. Cesar San-
chez-Guzman claims Singer forced him to engage 
in oral sex and then raped him. According to the 
complaint, Singer later went up to Cesar and said 
he was a Hollywood producer. Singer said, “If you 
ever want to get into Hollywood, I could help 
you.” According to the complaint, “He then told 
Cesar that no one would believe him if he ever 
reported the incident, and that he could hire 
people who are capable of ruining someone’s rep-
utation.” Cesar said he kept quiet all these years 
because he was scared of being outed.

Stranger still, Singer said he’d be open to work-
ing with Kevin Spacey again, stating, “I helped 
launch his career. He’s an acquaintance of mine 
and it depends on the project, I guess.” The lat-
est Spacey scandal states that he once groped 
royalty. Admittedly, it isn’t any of the good roy-
als. It isn’t even someone underage. These ac-
cusations come from Ari Behn, the former hus-
band of Princess Märtha Louise of Norway. Back 
in 2007, Ari found himself sitting at a table with 
Spacey at the Nobel Peace Prize award dinner—I 
couldn’t make this stuff up! According to Behn, 
“We had a nice conversation. He was sat next to 
me. After five minutes, he says, ‘Hey, let’s go out 
and have a cigarette’, and then he touched me 
right on the balls under the table.” Giving new 
meaning to the phrase “under the table.”

Time for more of Billy’s Holiday Gift Giving Sug-
gestions. Our first suggestion is one of my fa-

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Director bryan Singer is having some troubles 
these days. 
singer on set of X-Men: days of Future Past. 
Photo by Alan Markfield

vorites. For the sixth year in a row, a bunch of 
Romanians have assembled a calendar focused on 
Orthodox priests in erotic settings. They’ve even 
come up with their own anagram: PILF, which is 
a “priest I’d like to fuck.” The group markets the 
calendar as “an artistic effort to creatively pro-
test homophobia in the Orthodox Church.” I have 
no idea if they are accomplishing that goal, but 
I’m happy to tell you to check out their wares at 
orthodox-Calendar.com.

When I can finally say I was a diva simply sing-
ing, it’s time to end yet another column. Check 
that one off the bucket list. And you can check 
quite a few things off your list by going to www.
BillyMasters.com, the site that doesn’t care 
whether you’re naughty or nice. If you have a 
question for me, send it to Billy@BillyMasters.
com and I promise to get back to you before Bry-
an Singer announces his next project—The Court-
ship of Kevin Spacey! Until next time, remember: 
One man’s filth is another man’s bible.

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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Thursday, Dec. 14
Thrive: Weekly group for hIV-positive 

yMSM Open process group facilitated 
by a licensed counselor open to all HIV-
positive young men who have sex with 
men, 18-29. A safe space to process 
one’s HIV status, emotional and men-
tal health, relationships, identity, and 
personal growth. Also fun activities and 
cultural outings once a quarter.   6:00pm   
Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN)  
5537 N Broadway St Chicago  http://
www.tpan.com/events/thrive-edition

Sidetrack’s Annual holiday Party Deli-
cious complimentary bites from Yoshi’s 
Cafe, Amazing Edibles Gourmet Catering 
and Wrigley BBQ; door prizes including 
Broadway In Chicago season passes, 
HDTVs, flight vouchers and more; $2 well 
cocktails and beer, $2.50 frozens and all 
other cocktails. Please bring a donation 
for Heartland Alliance (supplies such as 
grooming items and paper products or 
cash encouraged) Starting at 6 pm, 3349 
N. Halsted St., https://www.facebook.
com/events/133984093886145

The nutcracker, The Joffrey ballet 

Newly reimagined holiday classic by 
Tony Award®-winning choreographer 
Christopher Wheeldon through Dec. 30.  
7:00pm   Auditorium Theatre of Roos-
evelt University  50 E Congress Pkwy 
Chicago

Friday, Dec. 15
Disruptive Perspectives ongoing 

through Dec. 22 Photographers’ works 
document LGBT identities including work 
by Jess T. Dugan and Lorenzo Triburgo.   
10:00am - 5:00pm   Museum of Contem-
porary Photography Columbia College  
600 S Michigan Avenue Chicago  http://
www.mocp.org/

Spectrum Monthly Peer-Led Support 
Group For those who identify as mascu-
line of center on the gender spectrum. 
Centers the experiences of LGBTQ mas-
culine people of color and discusses is-
sues related to this community. Meets 
the third Friday of the month. Ques-
tions to Gee at spectrum@affinity95.
org or Imani at imani@affinity95.org.   
7:00pm - 9:00pm   Affinity Community 
Services  2850 S. Wabash Ave. #108 Chi-
cago  http://www.affinity95.org

beautiful, the Carole King Musical The 
story of Carole King’s journey to write 
the soundtrack of a generation.  7:30pm   
Cadillac Palace Theatre  151 W Randolph 
Chicago  Tickets: http://www.broad-
wayinchicago.com/show/beautiful-the-
carole-king-musical-2017/

Melanin Voices for Puerto Rico, fun-
draiser of artistic activism Melanin 
Voices returns for its final installment of 
the year at The #BreathingRoom Space 
on Chicago’s South Side. A poetry and 
live lit performance collective of black 

and brown artists. $10-20  8:30pm - 
10:30pm   BreathingRoom Space, 1434 
W. 51st St.  Tickets: http://bit.ly/mela-
ninvoicesforpuertorico

Saturday, Dec. 16
Frontrunners, Frontwalkers Chicago 

Frontrunners, Frontwalkers Chicago Chi-
cago’s LGBT running and walking club. 
Meet at the totem pole   9:00am   Ad-
dison and Lakeshore Dr.  http://www.
frfwchicago.org

The Care Fair Affinity Community Services 
and The Care Plan, LLC hosting second 
annual fair aimed to provide resources 
and education specifically catering to 
the needs of LGBTQ older adults. Parking 
and entrance at the back of the build-
ing. RSVP online.  12:00pm - 4:00pm   
Affinity Community Services  2850 S. 
Wabash Ave. #108 Chicago  http://www.
eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-lgbtq-
care-fair-tickets-40192506870. 

Sunday, Dec. 17
Chi-Town Squares holiday Dance With 

Sandie Bryant. Treats are welcome. Feel 
free to wear holiday finery   2:00pm - 
5:00pm   Ebenezer Lutheran Church  
1650 W Foster Chicago  http://chitown-
squares.org

Story Time with the Drag queens Join 
Muffy Fishbasket and her Good Time 
Galz as they each read a classic bedtime 

story to a roomful of children. Women 
and Children First will be on hand at COH 
with the featured stories available for 
sale. Suggested Donation $10. Register 
online.  3:00pm - 4:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tick-
ets: http://community.centeronhalsted.
org/Muffy1

Monday, Dec. 18
Golden Girls, the Lost Episodes, holi-

day edition Campy parody of one of 
TV’s most beloved sitcoms with Doro-
thy, Rose, Blanche, Sophia will feature 
the best of the original run - plus a new 
holiday-themed episode. Will run in con-
junction with the return of Red-Hosed 
Reindeer. $25. or VIP $35.   7:30pm   
Mary’s Attic  5400 N Clark Chicago  800-
838-3006  Tickets: http://www.hand-
bagproductions.org

Tuesday, Dec. 19
Women’s book Group Potluck and book 

Selection Meeting The Women’s Book 
Group is the longest running of Women 
& Children First’s book groups, led by 
the store’s co-founder Linda Bubon. The 
group meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm.  7:30pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/womens
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Muffy Fishbasket (above) 
and her Good Time Galz will 

read stories to kids at
Center on halsted.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ADOPTION SEARCH ASSISTANCE
Gene Naden is looking for adoptees who are seeking 
their biological relatives. Experienced in genealogy, 
he can help with traditional search methods and DNA 
testing. Free. gene.naden@gmail.com, Chicago-
Gene.com (12/27/17-7)

CLEANING SERVICES
ChESTnUT CLEAnInG SERVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 

home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/28/18-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARE yoU GoInG ThRoUGh A DIFFICULT TIME? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. bland, Psy.D., LCPC. northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@blandTherapy.com, www.
blandTherapy.com (9/26/18-52)

HELP WANTED
EnTREPREnEURIAL SPIRITS WAnTED. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(12/27/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
WE MAKE hoLES In DRyWALL Go AWAy We also do 
Remodeling, Bathrooms, Carpentry, Tile Backsplashes, 
Painting. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, 
One year Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy onCall 847-
328-3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-
60) 

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAn MALE MASSEUR London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407  (1/24/18-13) 

PHONE LINES

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT – THREE+ BEDROOM 
GoRGEoUS 3bR/2bTh UPToWn APARTMEnT! 855 
W. Margate Terrace. Gorgeous 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath renovated apartment in attractive 3 unit build-
ing. Apartment features two sunrooms, large living 
room, dining room, new appliances, and A/C.  $2200 
includes heat. Chad: 312-720-3136 cjohnson@
hallmark-johnson.com  (12/20/17-3)

1 HOUR FREE
1-844-797-3758 18+

inconsequential tech or policy issue. This is not 
just about your Netflix being slowed down or cut 
off. This is not just about $30, $50, $100 or more 
on your internet bill to Comcast, Verizon, AT&T or 
other internet provider(s) every month to access 
the websites you like. It’s not just about small 
businesses, including independent artists, being 
able to compete on a level playing field. It’s not 
just about a former Verizon lawyer and current 
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai giving Verizon a big holiday 
gift.
 This is about kids in conservative homes and 
schools coming out and not being able to find 

resources or people to talk to or positive affirma-
tions. It’s about not being able to get the word 
out when the community suffers the next hate 
crime. It’s about the fight for a national Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), the fights 
we’ve already won and don’t want to lose along 
with all the fights still yet to come. 
 So yes, I co-organized a protest against Verizon 
Dec. 7 as one of the 700+ protests nationwide. 
And yes I flew to Washington, D.C. a few months 
ago to meet with staff of all three of my Congres-
sional representatives. As a small business owner 
and a bisexual woman I told them how important 
Net Neutrality is to me. And yes, I will continue 
to post on my social media accounts about it and 

bring it up at holiday parties. This issue is so 
foundational to my life and our American demo-
cratic republic, that if I’m not annoying you then 
I’m not doing it right.
 The internet is the way we as an LGBTQ com-
munity mobilize and organize. It’s how we fight 
for equality. Can you imagine if the Internet be-
comes the next iteration of talk radio? Please 
take some time to learn more and get involved at 
BattleForTheNet.com. We have until Dec. 14. In 
the words of a minority party FCC commissioner 
who recently wrote an op-ed asking the public for 
help in keeping Net Neutrality: make a ruckus.

GUEST COLUMN from page 4
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

2101 W RICE #307

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A SHOWING

MODERN LUXURY LOFT

betrealty.com

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
CAR ACCIDENT, WORK INJURY OR ORTHOPAEDIC INJURY

GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC SPINE AND HAND SURGERY
ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.

Conveninetly located at 7200 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
312-654-8800

www.goldcoastorthopaedic.com
¡Se habla Español!

• BACK
• SHOULDER
• ELBOW
• WRIST
• HAND
• HIP
• KNEE
• ANKLE
• FOOT

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Pre-Marital Agreements  • 

LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts • Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, Ill., 60302
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com
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Show your pride everywhere you shop with the Discover it® Pride Card.

Shop 
with 
pride.

©2017 Discover Bank, Member FDIC

http://www.discover.com/pride



