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award-Winning Plastic Surgery

DR. DAVID SHIFRIN

Dr. Brian Rosett is excited to come home 
to Chicago to join Shifrin Plastic Surgery.  
An accomplished surgeon, Dr. Rosett has 
performed thousands of cases and has a proven 
track record of helping patients realize their best 
vision of themselves.
 His return to the Midwest comes after an 
advanced fellowship in Los Angeles, where he 
worked with some of the very best surgeons 
in Beverly Hills.  There, he also subsequently 
trained with one of the most regarded facial 
plastic surgeons in the United States, honing his 
aesthetic surgical skill and brings many of the 
field’s newest techniques back to the Midwest.
 During his plastic surgery training at 
the University of Illinois-Chicago, Dr. Rosett 
performed nearly twice the number of cases 
required by the American Board of Plastic 
Surgery, affording him a broad range of operating 
competency in the realms of both aesthetic and 

reconstructive surgery. 
 Additionally, his medical background 
includes five years of general surgery residency 
at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit and medical 
school at Rush University in Chicago. Having 
grown up in the Windy City, he brings an earnest 
Midwestern sensibility to both the office and the 
operating room.
 At the center of his medical philosophy is 
the belief that strong communication leads to 
the best outcomes.  From consultation all the 
way through post-operative recovery you can 
expect Dr. Rosett to be engaged and easily 
accessible for any questions or concerns.  
 His patients often remark that his kindness 
and demeanor helped ease the stress and fear 
that can sometimes come with surgery. Dr. 
Rosett’s hope for every patient is a surgical 
success that boosts their self-esteem allowing 
them to live more confident and fulfilling lives.

WELCOME, DR. BRIAN ROSETT!

SPECIALS FOR 
WINDY CITY TIMES READERS:

Complimentary Consultations
with Dr. rosett 

(for a limited time)

$650 per syringe for dermal fillers
$12 per unit of Botox or Dysport

Welcoming Dr. Rosett!!

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com


The column Bent Nights reviews 
concerts by Real Dom (above), among 
others.
Photo by Vern Hester

science center
WCT covered the Oncofertility 
Consortium’s conference as well 
as the Out in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics, Inc. 
(oSTEM) confab.
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‘BABY’ love 
The magazine pregnantish hosted a 
screening of Vegas Baby and a discussion.
Photo of discussion panel (regina townsend, andrea 
syrtash, thomas P. Farley and dr. Christopher sipe) by 
Carrie Maxwell

Above: WCT reviews the production Fade.
Photo by liz lauren
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‘15 BMW X1 XDrive 28i AWD/Navi.   ..Auto., Leather,  Black, P5623A ........$19,995
‘14 Honda Accord EX-L   ..Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, Silver, 18449A ........$15,995
‘11 Honda CR-V EX AWD ................ Automatic, Sunroof, White, 17421B ........$12,995
‘12 Hyundai Tucson GLS AWD. ...... Auto., 1-Owner, 41K, Silver, P5598 ........$12,995
‘14 Nissan Sentra  S   ......................Automatic, Full Power, Grey, P5610 ........$11,995
‘11 Toyota Venza AWD    ................Automatic, Sunroof, Bronze, P5539B ........$11,995
‘16 Toyota Corolla LE ...................... Automatic, Full Power, Slate, P5615 ......$11,995
‘12 Toyota Camry LE........................ Automatic, Full Power, Silver, P5595 ......$10,995
‘16 Hyundai Elantra SE. .................. Automatic, Full Power, Grey, P5542 ........$10,995
‘12 Honda Civic EX.................. Automatic, Sunroof, Crystal Black, P5594 ........$9,995
‘05 Honda Accord EX-L   ..........Automatic, Leather, 52K, Silver, 18113B ..........$6,995
‘05 Lexus ES 330   ........................Automatic, Clean, 73K, Silver, 17996A ..........$5,995
‘09 Toyota Prius ................................ Automatic, Full Power, Red, 18406A ........$5,995

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘15 Forester Prem.     ............Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Grey, P5579 ........$19,995
‘14 Forester 2.5i .................................... Automatic,  Full Power, Red, P5571 ........$16,995
‘10 Forester Ltd. ...................... Automatic, Sunroof, Leather, Green, 18312A ........$12,995
‘11 Forester Prem.     ..........Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Grey, 18024A ........$12,995

SUBARU OUTBACKS / LEGACYS
‘13 Outback Ltd. ..................Auto., Moonroof, Leather, 32K, Red, 18368A ......$18,995
‘15 Legacy Prem.  ................Automatic, Alloys, All Weather, Silver, P5603 ......$17,995
‘14 Outback 2.5i  ................................ Automatic, Full Power, Grey, 17809A ........$16,995
‘06 Outback 2.5i  .............................. Automatic, Full Power, White, 18579A ..........$7,995

SUBARU IMPREZA / CROSSTREK / WRX 
‘16 WRX Prem. ........................................Manual,  WR Blue Pearl, 18445A ......$24,995
‘16 Impreza Prem. ...................... Automatic, Heated Seats, Black, P5548 ........$17,995
‘14 Crosstrek Prem. ............................Auto., Heated Seats, Silver, P5601 ......$16,995

847-869-5700
3340 OAKTON - SKOKIE • EVANSTONSUBARU.COM
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Evanston Subaru in Skokie
E  

   

When A Great Deal Matters, Shop Rob Paddor’s...

ALL WHEEL  DRIVE PROJECT
HERO
CHICAGO C.A.R.E.

Subaru of America will donate $250 to one
of six charities with any new Subaru 
purchase now through January 2nd2018 Subaru Crosstrek

Subaru will donate $250 for every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased from November 16, 2017, through January 2, 2018, to four national charities designated by the purchaser
or lessee. Pre-approved Hometown Charities may be selected for donation depending on retailer participation. Certain participating retailers will make an additional donation
to the Hometown Charities selected. Purchasers/lessees must make their charity designations by January 31, 2018. The four national charities will receive a guaranteed mini-

mum donation of $250,000 each. See your local Subaru retailer for details, or visit subaru.com/share. All donations made by Subaru of America, Inc.

2018 Subaru Ouback

ALL WHEEL
DRIVE

2016 Subaru 
Love Promise 

Retailer of the Year

2018 Subaru Forester

ON EVERY NEW
OUTBACK &
FORESTER0  

  
 

% 
  

 

Finance on approved credit score Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  Monthly payment of $15.87 per $1,000
borrowed. Offer ends January 2, 2018.  Add tax, title licence and $172.15 doc fee.

NO MONEY DOWN
GET FOR 63 MONTHS

http://www.evanstonsubaru.com


 The National Coalition of Anti-Violence Pro-
grams (NCAVP) has released the report “Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and HIV-Af-
fected Intimate Partner Violence in 2016.” 

The report looks at the experiences of 2,032 
survivors of intimate-partner violence (IPV) who 
reported to 14 NCAVP member organizations from 
nine states, including California, Texas, New York, 
Arizona, Illinois, Massachusetts, Ohio, Vermont 
and Missouri. (Chicago’s Center on Halsted was 
the Illinois representative.)

Among the results are:
—LGBTQ and HIV-affected people of color 

made up 60 percent of the reports of IPV homi-
cides, and 59 percent of the total number of sur-
vivors who reported to NCAVP members in 2016;

—Transgender women were 2.5 times more 
likely to be stalked, 2.5 times more likely to ex-
perience financial violence, and twice as likely to 
experience online harassment within IPV; and

—There was an increase in the percentage of 
survivors who identified as Latinx from 24 per-
cent in 2015 to 30 percent in 2016.

Also, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foun-
dation and the Trans People of Color Coalition 
(TPOCC) have released “A Time to Act: Fatal Vio-
lence Against Transgender People in America in 
2017.” 

Since the start of the year, at least 25 trans-
gender people have been killed in the United 
States—the most on record. Eighty-four percent 
were people of color, and 80 percent were women.

This report lists those transgender individuals 
who have been killed so far in 2017, complete 
with photos and bios. There is then information 
about cases of fatal violence by race, gender 
identity and state, among other classifications. 
(Illinois, for example, has three cases of fatal vio-
lence between 2013-17; California and Louisiana 
were tied for the most, with 10 each.)

In a statement, Center on Halsted Chief Pro-
gram Officer Dr. Hector Torres said, “As a founding 
member of NCAVP, Center on Halsted has been 
providing services to support LGBTQ survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence since 1988, while 
contributing to shifting policy and practice ef-
forts to be more LGBTQ-inclusive, nationally.”

“Not only are these individuals more likely to 
be targeted; their options for accessing safe and 
relevant services diminishes. This is a big rea-
son why LGBTQ specific services are crucial to our 
communities,” added Rachel Tillman, AVP cinical 
advocate at Center on Halsted.

In Chicago, the majority (57 percent) domestic 
and sexual violence reported to Center on Halst-
ed’s Anti-Violence Program , were made by those 
who identified as cisgender males. People of color 
accounted for 63 percent of known ethnicity (29 
percent African American, 26 percent Latinx, 
3 percent Arab/Middle Eastern, and 5 percent 
Asian). Of those who reported their sexuality, 

the majority identified as gay (49 percent) with 
lesbians (18 percent) making up the next largest 
category. Transgender survivors face particular 
vulnerabilities, for instance, reporting additional 
violence when reporting the abuse to police.

The NCAVP report is at http://avp.
o r g / w p - c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 7 / 0 6 /
NCAVP_2016HateViolence_REPORT.pdf. The HRC/
TPOCC report is at http://assets2.hrc.org/files/
assets/resources/A_Time_To_Act_2017_REV3.
pdf.

Affinity casino
fundraiser Dec. 2

Affinity Community Services will host “Black 
Gold,” its first-ever casino night fundraiser, on 
Saturday, Dec. 2, 7-11 p.m., at The Connection, 
4321 S. Cottage Grove Ave.

There will be a raffle and a silent auction, a 
live DJ and dancing. In addition, the casino game 
winner will take home the Affinity Community 
Services Black Gold Trophy.

The VIP hour is 7-8 p.m.; reduced (general) ad-
mission begins at 8 p.m.

Admission is $35-$100 each; visit https://black-
goldacs.eventbrite.com/?aff=WindyCityTimes.
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release reports on
anti-trans violence

Center on Halsted’s Dr. Hector Torres. 
image courtesy of torres

GUEST COLUMN
by NATHAN PeTITHomme

 Without Chicago in the 2016 election, the 
state of Illinois would have been a red state. 
Chicago, overall, is a liberal, blue city that 
overwhelmingly determines the outcome of 
the state. Chicago has one of the strongest or-
dinances for LGBTQ+ inclusion and Illinois has 
a progressive state law that is explicitly inten-
tional in protecting its citizens on the basis of 
gender identity and sexual orientation. Though 
research shows that Americans are becoming 
more accepting of LGBTQ people, does this mean 
the fight for equality is over? 
 I was coming home one day from the Illinois 
Safe Schools Alliance, a non-profit organization 
that focuses on LGBTQ+ student inclusion in 
schools across Illinois. I was with my friends 
and I remember thinking of how I’m happy to be 
living in a city where I can be me. As I got off 
the 87th Red Line Station train, I was served a 
reality shock by a billboard.
 The billboard was an advertisement for PrEP 
(Pre-exposure prophylaxis)*, a treatment used 
to prevent HIV transmission, and it visualized 
two Black men sitting on each other. Of course, 
I loved the inclusion of the billboard showing 
more dynamic couples, but what hit me hard 
was the writing on the board that said, “What’s 
alls this gay shit about?” Instinctively, I tried 
to reclaim the board. I wrote on the side, “It’s 
about LOVE!” For sass, I added, “Fix your gram-
mar.” 
 Days later, I came back from another meeting 
with my friends and saw that perpetrators had 
hit back at me. I came to a billboard that was 
bare. The visualization of the two men had been 
cut out with scissors. As emotional as it is for 
me to write this, it was too much of a hit close 
to home that I had to walk away without even 
putting up a fight about it to the security in the 
terminal. The person(s) responsible for this sent 
a message and it was well recieved: Your type 
isn’t welcome here.
 While I could closet myself and regard it as a 
generational issue, that is simply not the case. 
According to GLSEN’s National Climate Survey in 
2015 for the state of Illinois, about 90% of stu-
dents heard being gay used in a negative way, 
and about 80% of students heard homophobic 
remarks such as “dyke” or “faggot” being used. 
Obviously, LGBTQ+ issues are in our school com-
munities and not just something to be brushed 
away to be laissez-faire about. I propose that in 
order to combat homophobia, we need to start 
in schools. 
 Some people may say that “faggot” or “that’s 
so gay” is embedded in normal English lan-
guage, which is not true. At Lindblom Math and 

Science Academy, a school on the South Side 
of Chicago, our Genders and Sexualities Alliance 
hosted a mandatory teach-in for 7-9th grade 
students to attend. During this teach-in, Alissa, 
GSA member, mentioned how the term “faggot” 
means a bundle of sticks or it was a derogatory 
term toward women. This caused many students 
to whisper in confusion and reflecting on what 
they’ve been saying. After explaining that slurs 
are not tolerated at Lindblom, we briefly ex-
plained what it means to be lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, and questioning. Though this 
information may have been new to our under-
classmen, they were respectful, clapped when 
members of the GSA spoke about their own ex-
periences, and in the end you could sense the 
palpable feeling of acceptance and love in the 
atmosphere. But, having one teach-in is not 
enough. To have safe spaces in school, teachers 
need to be proactive rather than reactive and 
foster a positive culture that embraces diversity. 
 Teachers started the school year off by ask-
ing students what their preferred names are and 
what pronouns they’d like to be called. This may 
seem minor, but one teacher stated that two of 
their students came to them about wanting to 
be called by a preferred name that doesn’t match 
their legal name. Another positive way to influ-
ence culture at the school is to support clubs for 
sexual and gender diversity. The administration 
granted the Gender and Sexualities Alliance a 
bulletin board. We ended last school year with 
posting LGBTQ+ women in history. Students in 
the school would stop and look at the bulletin 
board and students have commented about the 
importance of visibility can have.  
 Students are heavily shaped by the experienc-
es in school, so if LGBTQ+ topics are regarded 
as a hush-hush issue, fewer students will be 
educated and ignorance overcomes knowledge. I 
encourage teachers and school administrators to 
step up to the plate and use the platform they 
have to confront human-rights issues and edu-
cate students. This means that schools should 
be active in creating GSAs, building positive 
school climate by addressing bullying in all its 
forms, and training teachers to be allies for LG-
BTQ+ students. It only takes a few words to end 
the silence. 
 * PrEP is when people at very high risk for HIV 
take HIV medicines daily to lower their chances 
of getting infected. PrEP can stop HIV from tak-
ing hold and spreading throughout your body. 
It is highly effective for preventing HIV if used 
as prescribed, but it is much less effective when 
not taken consistently, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control.

Chicago’s masked homophobia

Nathan Petithomme is a high school senior at Lindblom math and Science Academy. He is 
active in social justice and community activism and aspires to be in the education field and 
politics.
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by CARRIe mAxWeLL

Donalou Hendon died Nov. 10 and, at the time of 
this publication; the cause of death is unknown. 
She was 46.

Hendon was the co-owner of Forest View 
Lounge Bar and Grill in Forest View, Illinois, with 
her life partner of 16 years, Marge Bellisario.

Hendon was born May 2, 1971, in Berwyn, and 
spent her childhood in Winfield, Illinois. She 
graduated from West Chicago Community High 
School and studied at College of DuPage. Hendon 
also took classes at Morton College in restaurant 
food and sanitation to obtain her restaurant and 
bar license.

According to her friends, she loved fishing, 
softball, swimming and biking. She mostly fished 
in the Des Plaines River near her bar and also 
when she visited her grandmother’s house in Ken-
tucky. Hendon also loved watching movies and 
listening to music, especially her favorite singer, 
Wynonna Judd.

In addition to Bellisario, Hendon is survived 
by her parents, Betty Franso and Don Hendon, 
brother Bruce Hendon (Heather), nephew Timmy, 
grandmother Maryanne Olson, three dogs, one cat 
and many close friends.

“She will be dearly missed by me, her family 
and friends,” said Bellisario. “I loved her fish-
ing videos and especially her closing line ‘Signing 
off, this is Donalou from Forest View’ and they 
will live on and she will stay in my memories for-
ever.”

“Donalou was an amazing fun-loving person 
with an infectious laugh that made you just 
want to be around her,” said long-time friend 
Nikki Martin. “She will be missed by all who had 
the chance to know her. Until we see each other 
again, rest in paradise my dear friend.”

“Donalou was caring and generous and her 
laugh was infectious,” said long-time friend 
Marianne Rubio. “Whenever you left the bar, she 
would make it a point to say goodbye with a big 
hug. It was an honor to have known her. Even 
the deer are going to miss her, when she would 
go fishing in the woods. I am going to miss going 
to the White Sox games with her (even though 
she was more of a Cubs fan). Someday we will 
meet again and party up in heaven. Dona … I 
am going to miss you, buddy. I will never forget 
about you.” 

“She always made me laugh because her laugh 
was contagious,” said long-time friend Melissa 
Piwowar. “I always enjoyed our conversations 
and her videos about fishing. I once complement-
ed her on her hat because it had a fishing hook 
on it. On her next trip to Kentucky, she brought 
me back my now-favorite fishing hat. That was 
Donalou. She was always thoughtful and kind-
hearted. She loved playing ball and played with 
her heart. Her outgoing and charismatic person-
ality will definitely be missed on the field and out 
celebrating after our games. My many thoughts 

and prayers are with Marge and Donalou’s fam-
ily. God bless you Donalou and may you rest in 
peace.”

“Donalou could throw a mean strike and swing 
a mighty bat,” said friend and teammate Katie 
Jacobson. “She would tell you a dumb joke just 
to make you smile and always knew what to say. 
I will seriously miss all her kooky fishing videos 
that always began with ‘Donalou from Forest 
View’ … . Much love to her partner Marge, their 
families and friends. Godspeed Donalou.”

“Donalou loved her pets, holidays and all kinds 
of sports,” said longtime friend Betty Slad. “Her 
Facebook page exemplified the challenge and joy 
she found in her daily fix of fishing. Donalou es-
pecially loved playing 12-inch softball. She was 
our very spirited and dedicated pitcher on her 
own bar’s sponsored team for almost a decade. 
I had the privilege of being coach and manager 
for these amazing women. Every game night, as I 
arrived to pick up Donalou, she could be found in 
her back lot warming up her pitching arm.

“She was always generous to us ladies as she 
poured drinks, cracked jokes with her quick wit 
and served meals deliciously prepared by Marge. 
It was always a rare and special treat to sit with 
Donalou and talk once her bar responsibilities 
eased for the evening. Our team throughout the 
year celebrates teammate’s birthdays, but it will 
not be the same without Donalou who incon-
spicuously turned down the music, lined up the 
birthday shots as she sang our off-key rendition 
of ‘Happy Birthday’ while singlehandedly taking 
our group selfie. The Forest View Softball ladies 
will miss Donalou. She had so much more life to 
live, share in and enjoy.”

Funeral services are private; however, a pub-
lic memorial service is in the planning stages for 
extended family and friends. Location and date/
time TBA.

In lieu of flowers, the family has asked people 
to donate to any civil-rights and/or animal-rights 
charities or non-profit organizations of their 
choosing in her memory.
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Lesbian businesswoman
Donalou Hendon dies

Donalou Hendon (left) and marge bellisario. 
Photo from Hendon’s Facebook account.

HRC: New FBI stats
on hate crimes
‘harrowing’
by mATT SImoNeTTe

New 2016 statistics released by the FBI on Nov. 
13 show increases in hate-crimes against per-
sons on the basis of gender identity and sexual 
orientation bias.

According to the report, about 6,121 hate 
crimes were reported in 2016, representing an 
increase of about five percent. Of those, 1,076 
crimes were directed against persons on the 
basis of their sexual orientation—an increase 
of about two percent—while 124 were on the 
basis of gender identity—an increase of about 
nine percent.

Human Rights Campaign Government Affairs 
Director David Stacy said in a statement that 
the numbers are more than likely incomplete: 
“The Trump administration, state and local 
jurisdictions must do more to prevent and 
respond to hate crimes. The numbers in this 
report are harrowing, and we know that a ma-
jority of hate crimes go unreported to the FBI 
and aren’t reflected in this report.”

Stacy added that politicians must be more 
vigorous in addressing anti-LGBT bigotry and 
championing anti-discrimination policies, fur-
ther noting that such strategies also “requires 
vigorous enforcement of hate crimes laws, 
which can deter and address violence moti-
vated by bigotry. This year alone, at least 25 
transgender woman have been murdered in the 

U.S.—a vast majority of them women of color.”
Of 111 hate crimes reported by law enforce-

ment agencies in Illinois, 21 were on the basis 
of sexual orientation and three were on the ba-
sis of gender identity. About 14 of the sexual 
orientation-based crimes took place in Chicago, 
as did two of the gender-identity based crimes.

Data for the report was compiled with reports 
from 15,254 agencies across the country par-
ticipating in the federal Uniform Crime Report-
ing Program (UCR).

The report can be read at http://bit.
ly/2mpyJvl.

Harris urges voter
database withdrawal

Citing concerns regarding data security and 
voter suppression, Assistant Majority Leader 
Greg Harris, D-Chicago, issued a statement 
urging the Illinois State Board of Elections 
to withdraw from the controversial Interstate 
Voter Registration Crosscheck System.

In part, Harris said, “Recent findings from 
Indivisible Chicago have discovered an alarm-
ing the lack of proper security measures for the 
Crosscheck program. Illinois voters’ personal 
information is being uploaded to an unencrypt-
ed server—putting all registered voters in Il-
linois at risk of falling victim to identity theft. 

“The time to act is now. I strongly encourage 
the State Board of Elections to withdraw from 
this program that has placed the identity of 
Illinois voters at risk and threatens to substan-
tially suppress the right to vote for thousands 
of Illinois residents.”

‘Planting Hope’
event Dec. 5

“Planting Hope: Chicago Unites in Re-
search to End HIV” will take place Tuesday, 
Dec. 5, 6-9 p.m., at Reunion Chicago, 2557 
W. North Ave.

The community forum/launch event will 
feature, among other things, the launch of 
Positively Aware’s special issue devoted to 
HIV cure research; and updates from local 
researchers. 

The event is free, but attendees are urged 
to RSVP at AIDSChicago.org/planting.
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With the perfect 
partnership,  
you can bank  
from anywhere.

At U.S. Bank, we think banking should 
be secure and easy. Now you can open a 
U.S. Bank checking account1 with mobile 
banking and take control of your finances 
at any time.

Visit your local branch, call 800.720.BANK (2265) or visit 
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http://www.usbank.com/checking


Nov. 22, 20178 WINDY CITY TIMES

Turn to page 9

by mATT SImoNeTTe

Over 600 community members gathered at the 
Fairmont Chicago on Nov. 18 for Human Rights 
Campaign’s 2017 Chicago Gala. 
      In the opening presentation, Gala Co-Chairs 
Penelope Garcia, Victor Lim and Bradley Backhaus 
explained the theme for the evening: “rise.”
 “HRC is deepening and expanding our toes to 
anyone who is feeling vulnerable,” Garcia said.  
“… We will resist, and we will rise.”
 The early part of the program placed much fo-
cus on transgender rights. HRC Press Secretary 
Sarah McBride, who is transgender, spoke about 
the challenges the LGBT community faces in such 
dire political times, detailing how President Don-
ald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence have 
governed with the same contempt for much of 
the populace that they demonstrated during their 
campaign. 
 Trump, McBride said, is “completely unfit to 
serve as president of the United States.”
 She further noted numerous challenges to the 
transgender community’s safety, with 25 murders 
of transgender women, adding, “This is already 
the deadliest year on record for the transgender 
community.”
 But she expressed confidence that that the 
community could rise up to such challenges, and 
cited the recent Virginia elections, as well as the 
ousting of former North Carolina Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory, “if anyone doubts our power.”
 Jennifer Slipakoff, an Atlanta-based activist for 
transgender rights, spoke about her transgender 

daughter, Allie, and what inspired her to become 
an advocate.
 Her daughter had decided to mainly present 
herself as female at around the time she wanted 
to enroll in a ballet class. It was an auspicious 
moment: It was the first time Slipakoff would 
have to indicate whether Allie needed boys’ or 
girls’ uniforms and supplies.
 “I knew I had to pull this off. I was going to 
give my child a soft place to land,” Slipakoff said.
 When someone at the school politely inquired 
how her daughter identified, as a matter of busi-
ness, not fear or salacious curiosity, she and her 
daughter reached a turning point.
 “It was that moment that gave new life to Al-
lie,” Slipakoff recalled.
 Back Lot Bash founders Amie Klujian and Chris-
tina Roberts were presented with HRC’s Commu-
nity Leadership Award. In her remarks, Klujian 
discussed both the conception of Back Lot Bash 
and its Pride Family Fest event. The goal of Pride 
Famly Fest, she said, “is for these families, espe-
cially the children, to see how special they are.”
 Roberts added that she and Klujian wanted ev-
ery Back Lot Bash attendee to leave “invigorated, 
confidant and inspired.” 
 Barilla Pasta was presented with the organiza-
tion’s Corporate Equality Award, in recognition of 
intense diversity-, equality- and equity-aware-
ness company officials and employees sought 
after an anti-LGBT remark a high-profile official 
in Italy flippantly made in 2013. Barilla has since 
achieved perfect “100” HRC corporate responsi-
bility scores for four years in a row.

 Jean-Pierre Comte, president of Barilla’s Ameri-
can operations, said in his remarks, “If it wasn’t 
for advocates like the ones in the audience to-
night, we couldn’t learn and grow.”
 HRC’s Ally for Equality Award was presented to 
actor, director and producer Carrie Preston, who 
appeared on the television series The Good Wife, 
as well as the docudrama When We Rise and a 
number of LGBT-focused projects. She spoke 
about her commitment to LGBT-rights and admit-
ted that for many it was difficult to speak public-
ly about issues from a place of relative privilege.
 “Now is the time for all of us to speak out for 
each other—to risk saying the wrong thing in 
order to do the right thing,” she added.
 Preston said that, before she was married, “I 
kissed plenty of girls and I liked it.” She also 
mentioned becoming ordained, and officiating at 
the wedding of her production partner and his 
now-husband. “You can call me Pastor Preston,” 
she joked.
 Comedian Dana Goldberg solicited donations for 
HRC’s Super PAC, which raised just over $17,000. 
HRC National Board member Xavier Estes said, 
“It’s time to get laser focused on the midterm;. 
… We need to build a war chest now to give as a 
good a fight as we can.”
 Political officials in attendance included state 
Sen. and gubernatorial candidate Daniel Biss; 
state Rep. and candidate for lieutenant governor 
Juliana Stratton; and state Reps. Kelly Cassidy, 
Will Guzzardi, Christian Mitchell and Litesa Wal-
lace. Singer Johnny Manuel performed at the end 
of the evening.

HRC ‘rises’ to occasion at 2017 gala

Photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticimagesPhotography.com)

Johnny manuel.

Left: Anne Klingeberger and Jean-Pierre Comte. Right: Justin 
Koziatek and Carrie Preston

Victor Lim, Penelope Garcia and bradley 
backhaus.

Amie Klujian and Christina Roberts.
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by VeRNoN HeSTeR

On Nov. 19, Brave Space Alliance, in partnership 
with Trans Liberation Collective, acknowledged 
Trans Day of Remembrance with a celebration 
of trans lives, a seminar on racism led by Andre 
Perez and Dezjorn Gauthier, and a short march 
and rally along 51st Street. 
 The event took place at the Brave Space Alli-
ance community space at 1434 W. 51st St.

 Events of the day kicked off with documentary 
series America in Transition director Perez and 
model/educator Gauthier leading a workshop 
on racism. Later, the small contingent marched 
along 51st Street in protest to mark the day. The 
event closed with a short rally featuring Stepha-
nie Skora, Toni Marie Preston, Reginald Sawyer, 
Glitter and LaSaia Wade.
 Affinity and The Chicago Black Gay Men’s Cau-
cus sponsored the event.

Trans Day of Remembrance 
marked with march, rally

members of Trans 
Liberation Collective 
lead a march along 
51st St. 
Photos by 
Vernon Hester

Left: Andre Perez. Right: Dezjorn Gauthier. 

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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by mATT SImoNeTTe

Posters in the prep4love advertising campaign—
which Chicago PrEP Working Group (CPWG), an 
ad-hoc coalition of advocates and service pro-
viders, launched last year—have occasionally 
been defaced in various Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA) locations, particularly advertisements that 
have featured images of gay men. According to 
CTA and CPWG officials, however, the defaced ads 
are replaced as quickly as possible.
 In early October, Chicagoan Nathan Petithomme 
and two friends noticed a such an ad defaced at 
the 87th Street CTA station. Someone had written 
“what alls this gay shit about?” on the poster, 
which depicted two men in an embrace.
 Petithomme reacted quickly upon seeing the 
poster, he recalled, adding, “I instinctively said, 
‘Let’s reclaim this ad.”
 He and his friends wrote a response: “It’s love.”
 Petithomme and his friends noticed the van-
dalism on Oct. 6. When he was at the station 
next, on Oct. 11, the poster had been desecrated 
further. The image of the men had been cut out 
completely.
 “I was kind of heartbroken,” he said, to see 
what lengths people would go to ruin the ad.
 According to CTA guidelines, the ad should have 
been replaced quickly.
 “When CTA and its advertising vendor become 
aware of the ads that have been defaced, we take 
immediate action to replace the damaged ads,” 
said CTA spokesmen Jon Kaplan in an email to 
Windy City Times. “CTA and its advertising vendor 

also have instructed employees to be alert and 
report any activity that may be related to this 
vandalism.”
 Chicagoan Timothy Garrison notified Windy City 
Times and CTA officials of similar vandalism later 
in October, this time at the Garfield station on 
the Green Line. Someone had similarly scrawled 
obscenities on the posters, and removed the im-
ages of the individuals from them. In that case, 
CTA removed the damaged signs but did not im-
mediately replace them. Garrison wrote on Oct. 
21 that he saw a damaged sign lying below the 
platform. One sign, undamaged, was still up.
 Launched in early 2016, the prep4love cam-
paign was intended to call attention to the avail-
ability of PrEP, or pre-exposure prophylaxis, and 
was mainly directed at persons of color, a demo-
graphic health officials and advocates is at higher 
risk for HIV infection. 
 PrEP has been proven to be over 90 percent 
effective in preventing new infections. In order 
to appeal to diverse audiences, campaign design-
ers utilized subjects of varied ethnic, gender and 
body-type configurations. 
 Neither CTA nor Jim Pickett of CPWG could say 
how frequently or infrequently the vandalism oc-
curs. 
 “We’ve had the campaign up in three different 
waves, and it has happened every time,” noted 
Pickett, who added that vandalism occurs pri-
marily with images of gay men. CTA station em-
ployees are given extra copies of posters in case 
vandalism occurs, and are instructed to quickly 
replace them. 
 The desecration, Pickett added, “is animated by 
homophobia and fear of gay men.”
 Nevertheless, he said that CPWG “thought long 
and hard about this” when they were designing 
the prep4love campaign, and knew the potential 
for vandalism would occur with a campaign that 
had a citywide scope. But the message was im-
portant to deliver.
 “Our message was that, ‘As a community, we’re 
resilient and thriving, and we’re unapologetic,’” 
he said. “…This is want happens when we put 
ourselves outside our normal box.”
 Though the situation was not quickly rectified 
in the case of the 87th Street station last month, 

Pickett said CTA usually has been responsive and 
fast to act when CPWG notified them of problems. 
 “They have a zillion ads,” he said. “I think they 
do their best.”
 Petithomme nevertheless said that seeing the 
results of the vandalism functioned as “a real-
ity check to say that there’s visible homophobia, 
even without visible aggression. There’s still peo-
ple out there who feel this way.”
 Pickett said that, with a campaign that’s in-
tended to be joyful, “seeing it vandalized can 
feel visceral.” At the same time, he said the com-
munity has registered a lot of support when re-
porting damaged ads, and he was heartened by 
responses like Petithomme’s.”
 “It’s gratifying,” he said. “It’s another sign of 
our strength and ability to overcome.”

Vandals target
same-sex
prep4love ads

Ad that was tossed aside. 
Photo courtesy of timothy Garrison

AMA approves
new policies
 The American Medical Association (AMA) 
voted last week to adopt new policies aimed 
at improving the health of the nation. 

The organization’s House of Delegates 
approved items such as backing paid leave 
for organ donors, emergency Medicaid fund-
ing and assistance for Puerto Rico, reducing 
health issues associated with births and ad-
dressing the need for cervical cancer screen-
ing in female-to-male transgender patients.

Regarding the latter, the AMA stated that 
sexual- and gender-minority individuals may 
be less likely to undergo regular cancer and 
sexually transmitted infection screenings 
based on anatomy, despite their comparable 
or elevated risk for these conditions.

Studies have shown that direct costs to 
living organ donors are greater than one 
month’s wage for 76 percent of donors, and 
many donors do not have sufficient medical 
leave and/or vacation time to accommodate 
their recovery.

iloilo
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by mATT SImoNeTTe

Danica Roem, who on Nov. 7 won an election to 
become the Commonwealth of Virginia’s—and 
the nation’s—first transgender state legislator 
elected as an out candidate (a previous trans-
gender elected official, Althea Garrison, had been 
outed while in office), spoke with national press 
on Nov. 10 about her historic win. 

Roem, who will soon represent the House of 
Delegates’ 13th District, soundly defeated in-
cumbent Delegate Robert Marshall, who proudly 
called himself the state’s “chief homophobe” and 
had filed an anti-transgender bathroom bill. But 
the delegate-elect, who’s been both an inves-
tigative journalist and a heavy metal musician, 
centered her campaign around infrastructure and 
traffic-management, among other local quality-
of-life issues.

She described herself as a candidate with both 
a “progressive heart” and “centrist sensibilities.”

“What’s so nice about infrastructure is that 
you’re removing ideology,” Roem said. “It’s just 
basic problem-solving.”

A central issue in Roem’s campaign was traffic 
along a central artery in her district, an issue 
that now, by virtue of the publicity around her 
election, has made national news. “We’ve now 
made Route 28 world-famous,” she said.

Roem did reiterate her commitment to LGBT 
issues in the conference, however, especially as 
they pertained to healthcare. She said she would 
work on ensuring that transgender Virginians 
have sufficient access to hormone therapies or 
other treatments, and that gay men would be 
able to access PrEP, for example.

“LGBTQ healthcare is healthcare,” she ex-
plained. “It is not a want, it is a need.”

She has had no contact with Marshall after the 

election. Although the incumbent never blunted 
his hostility towards her or the LGBT community, 
Roem said that she is doing her best to remain 
gracious.

“The fact of the matter is, once Joe Biden 
called me, my job as delegate begins,” she added, 
noting that Marshall will soon be “a constituent 
of the 13th District. The voters did not elect me 
to be rude. They elected me to get the job done.”

Trans candidate discusses 
historic Virginia victory

Danica Roem. 
Campaign photo

Cleve Jones speaks 
on preserving LGBT
areas, politics
by mATT SImoNeTTe

Speaking at Sidetrack on Nov. 6, longtime LG-
BT-rights advocate Cleve Jones was asked what 
set him on his course to be an activist. Jones 
replied that two events had the most profound 
impacts on him. 

“Meeting Harvey Milk and losing Harvey 
Milk,” he said.

Jones, who was promoting the recent pa-
perback release of his 2016 memoir, When We 
Rise: My Life in the Movement, described his 
relationship with Milk, for whom he worked as 
an intern and with whom he was close friends 
throughout the ‘70s. He admitted that their re-
lationship could be fraught and said that Milk 
“thought I was a brat, but a useful brat.” But 
Jones also recalled how much Milk contributed 
to his own sense of self-worth: “He was the 
first one to tell me that I was just fine the 
way I am.”

Jones was interviewed by local author and 
occasional Windy City Times contributor Owen 
Keehnen. The event was co-sponsored by Cen-
ter on Halsted and Sidetrack.

Jones has recently been especially involved 
in union activism lately, and works for UNITE 
HERE, a hospitality- and garment-workers’ 
union, on LGBT-related issues. He noted dur-
ing his talk that rising inequality and inequity 
threaten American cities and especially gay-
centric neighborhoods. Jones acknowledged 
in a candid moment that he’ll likely lose his 
longtime rent-controlled apartment in the Cas-
tro soon and he may be forced to leave San 
Francisco, where he’s lived for decades.

“When we lose the ‘gayborhoods,’ we lose a 
lot,” Jones said, adding that among the facets 

lost are political power, cultural vitality and 
“specialized social services that are vital to the 
people in our community.”

Jones also recounted his despair over the 
election of President Donald Trump in Novem-
ber 2016, but added that it was ultimately a 
moment like many others, where it initially 
seemed like there was no hope.

“Many times, I thought, ‘It’s over,’” he re-
called. Among similar times were his realiza-
tion that he was gay, Milk’s assassination in 
1978 and the onset of the AIDS crisis in the 
‘80s. But with each of those experiences, he 
said, others helped him overcome his despair.

“I am thinking about the future. The past is 
with me,” Jones said. “… But I’m not done. 
We’re not done. The struggles aren’t over.”

 He added, “Every one of you should look in-
side yourselves and figure out what it is that 
you bring to this fight.”

Cleve Jones. 
Photo by Matt simonette
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by mATT SImoNeTTe

A newly released brief by an area research in-
stitute is shedding light on the issue of youth 
homelessness, which, according to the report, is 
experienced by one in 10 young adults between 
the ages of 18-25 and one in 30 adolescents be-
tween 13-17.

Chapin Hall, a youth-centered policy research 
center affiliated with the University of Chicago, 
released the report “Missed Opportunities: Youth 
Homelessness in America,” on Nov. 15. It was 
compiled as part of the Voices of Youth Count 
policy research initiative.

“We have a collective obligation to ensure all 
young people have a chance to succeed, starting 
from a young age,” said Bryan Samuels, executive 
director of Chapin Hall in a statement.  “Inter-
vening and building stability during adolescence 

and young adulthood for those at highest risk 
will have lifelong effects. As a country, we can 
look for the missed opportunities in schools, 
communities and public services to prevent youth 
homelessness.”

The data was culled from a survey of 26,161 
individuals and among its findings, directly ad-
dresses specific populations, including LGBT 
youth, who are at greater risk of experiencing 
homelessness. According to the report, LGBT 
youth are at a 120 percent higher risk of experi-
encing homelessness. 

Chapin Hall researchers said they would spe-
cifically address LGBT youth experiencing home-
lessness, as well as other at-risk populations, in 

future reports. Other at-risk populations include 
black and Hispanic youths, youth who do not 
complete high school and youth who are parents. 

Among the findings researchers said should 
direct future governmental actions—all point-
ing to broad systemic challenges—are that youth 
homelessness remains a hidden yet widespread 
issue; involves diverse experiences and circum-
stances; requires prevention and early interven-
tion efforts; affects rural youth at the the same 
levels as it does individuals in urban or suburban 
areas; and remains a larger risk for specific popu-
lations of youth.

“Our survey looked to give the nation—for the 
first time—a fuller view of youth homelessness 
by finding young people who don’t always get 
counted through systems and community-based 
efforts,” said Matthew Morton, a research fellow 
at Chapin Hall. “We know that if we stop youth 
homelessness early, this prevents deeper home-
lessness and reduces public costs in the future. 
With new evidence in hand, Congress can support 
action.” 

A simultaneous Chapin Hall report focused on 

youths experiencing homelessness in Cook Coun-
ty. In that survey, 25 percent of homeless and 
unstably housed youth in Cook County identified 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning, transgen-
der or asexual. About 1,039 homeless or unstably 
housed youth were surveyed. Researchers noted 
that many youths might have felt uncomfortable 
divulging such information, but said findings 
suggested that the percentage of LGBT persons 
among youths experiencing homelessness was 
significantly higher than the percentage of LGBT 
persons among the general population.

Researchers included an “other” category en-
compassing transgender, gender non-conform-
ing, and intersex persons, among others, when 
measuring gender identity numbers among Cook 
County respondents. About 4 percent of respon-
dents chose the “other” category, while 56 per-
cent identified as male and 40 percent identified 
as female. 

Additionally, among Cook County respondents, 
65 percent were African-American; 13 percent 
were Latinx; 12 percent were white; 6 percent 
were multiracial; and 5 percent answered “other.”

Researchers: No simple
solution for crisis of
youth homelessness
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Men use Grindr to
lure robbery victims
by mATT SImoNeTTe

Two men lured nine individuals into armed rob-
beries in the Rogers Park neighborhood using the 
Grindr hook-up app, according to a Nov. 11 report 
on the Crime in Wrigleyville + Boystown blog.

Stephen Jackson of Evanston and Trenell Kirk-
man of Blue Island are being held without bail 
after luring nine various men into a gangway in 
the 7600 block of North Bosworth Avenue. Each 
victim was robbed at gunpoint. The men were ar-
rested Nov. 9 after a Chicago Police Department 
undercover investigation.

According to CWB, Jackson has been charged 
with three felony counts of armed robbery with 
a firearm, felony attempted armed robbery with 
a firearm, felony unlawful possession of a cred-
it-debit card, and misdemeanor possession of a 
firearm with an expired ownership identifiedation 
card. Kirkman has meanwhile been charged with 
four felony counts of armed robbery with a fire-
arm, felony attempted armed robbery with a fire-
arm and misdemeanor solicitation of a sexual act.

CWB’s report is at http://bit.ly/2AAOi5s.

http://www.mlrpress.com
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by CARRIe mAxWeLL

Longtime advocate and community leader Dr. 
Tom Klein is set to receive Heartland Health Out-
reach’s (HHO) Food For Life award at the organi-
zation’s annual holiday brunch Sunday, Dec. 3.

HHO is honoring Klein for his long history of 
advancing the health and well-being of Chicago’s 
LGBTQ community.

Klein was born in Detroit and hospitalized 
when he was 4 with an intestinal blockage. While 
Klein was in the hospital, he decided he wanted 
to be a doctor so he followed the doctors and 
nurses around and asked them lots of questions.

He got his undergraduate degree in psychology 
from Wayne State University and his MD degree 
from Michigan State University before moving to 
Chicago in 1978 for his family practice residency 
at St. Joseph Hospital. Klein worked at Howard 
Brown Memorial Clinic as a volunteer physician 
on Tuesday nights in 1979 and at the time he was 
one of the few openly gay doctors there. He has 
worked with HIV/AIDS patients in Chicago since 
the second recorded AIDS case in 1982.

“I am very proud to have been recognized 
both as a board member and a long time physi-
cian serving people in our community, especially 
those with HIV,” said Klein. “With this honor, I 
hope we can fill the room and raise good money 

for such a great cause. I know so many people in 
the community and am happy to use this strength 
to make this event a great success.”

“Tom is incredibly dedicated—he has shared 
his expertise as a leader on multiple HHO com-
mittees and is a tireless supporter of our fund-
raising efforts,” said HHO Executive Director Ed 
Stellon. “Most importantly, Tom helps HHO tell 
the story of our work and advance a dialogue 
about the unique healthcare needs of Chicago’s 
homeless. Tom embodies the spirit of HHO. He 
matches caring with skill to provide meaningful 
solutions to the seemingly intractable healthcare 
needs of Chicago’s most vulnerable population.”

Klein met his husband, Dr. David Gitomer (De-
Paul University professor and Eastern religion 
scholar), through a patient of Klein’s with AIDS 
who was in Gitomer’s HIV support group at How-
ard Brown Health (Gitomer was a volunteer and 
facilitator there for 27 years). They have been 
together for 30 years and married for the past 
five years.

“David was incredibly supportive of me as 
we struggled to care for so many gay men dy-
ing of AIDS through the mid-90s since he lost 
so many group members over those years,” said 
Klein. “Throughout this time, Dr Ross Slotten was 
both my medical partner, supporter and friend, 
as we both struggled to care for mostly dying 

men. There were times when we had 15-18 people 
in the hospital and two to three deaths a week. 
Thankfully, due to all the great HIV drugs avail-
able since the mid-1990s, we no longer care for 
many dying of AIDS although they still succumb 
at greater rates to cancer and heart disease years 
later.”

 Both Klein and Slotten have worked together 
in their private practice, Klein and Slotten Medi-
cal Association, for 32 years.

In his capacity as an HHO board member (since 
2010 with one term as board chair), Klein has 

been instrumental in expanding the organiza-
tion’s mission to help those experiencing home-
lessness across Chicago, including the soon-to-be 
opened HHO facility (next spring) in Englewood.

“HHO is a wonderful organization that pro-
vides healthcare to mostly homeless individuals 
and through Vital Brides, which became a part 
of the organization five years ago, provides food 
through its pantries to folks in need, especially 
those with HIV,” said Klein.

Additionally, Klein has served on the boards of 
Howard Brown Health and before it became Cen-
ter on Halsted. He is also a member of the GLMA: 
Health Professionals Advancing LGBT Equality 
medical association. In 2016, Klein was inducted 
into The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame.

“It was an honor to be inducted into the LGBT 
Hall of Fame a year ago, which took place after 
the devastating election last Nov,” said Klein. 
“Many of us felt a sense that, due to our camara-
derie, we would all survive these troubling times. 
I was surprised that my three nieces came from 
out of town for the ceremony.”

When Klein is not working he spends time gar-
dening both in Chicago and in Fennville, Michi-
gan, where he has a vacation home with Gitomer.

“I am proud to continue to serve our great and 
diverse community in practice and enjoy see-
ing new young folks and letting them know it is 
their safe place to be seen, since I have heard 
it all and seen it all,” said Klein. “I am happy 
to also serve as medical director for my friend 
Tony Miner’s developmental center, which cares 
for many severely developmentally challenged 
folks in a great caring environment. In my honor, 
Tony purchased seven tables for the brunch. I am 
grateful to Tony and everyone else in my life for 
their support over the years.”

To purchase tickets for the brunch, visit 
http://holidaybrunch.squarespace.com/.

Dr. Tom Klein talks
upcoming award,
HIV/AIDS work

Dr. Tom Klein. 
Photo from Heartland alliance
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by Joe FRANCo

Binge. 
To many of us, the word is used casually and, in 

some cases, humorously. But to millions of peo-
ple—many of them gay—that word is terrifying. 

This is not a Netflix binge. This is not gym bun-
nies eating brunch and joking that they binged 
on cinnamon rolls. Binge eating disorder, anorex-
ia nervosa and bulimia are life-threatening eat-
ing disorders that disproportionately plague the 
LGBTQ community. Olga Mikhnyuk, a therapist at 
the Eating Recover Center (ERC) in Chicago, said, 
“Gay men were 12 times more likely to report 
purging and seven times more likely to report 
bingeing.” As for women of all sexual orienta-
tions as well as bisexual men, Mikhnyuk reported 
that they were “twice more likely to report binge-
ing.” These statistics are compared with hetero-
sexual men and national averages. 

“The most common types of eating disorders 
are anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa and binge-
eating disorder,” said Mikhnyuk. Many people are 
familiar with anorexia and bulimia; some symp-
toms include preoccupations with dieting, exer-
cise, weight loss as well as the use of laxatives 
and diuretics. “Eating disorders love secrecy. The 
more isolated a person is the more space there 

is for the eating disorder to thrive,” said Mikh-
nyuk. However, she added, “Reaching out to oth-
ers threatens the disorder and allows healing to 
begin.”

The exact causes of most eating disorders is 
not known. “They are believed to be largely neu-
robiological as well as having a strong genetic 
component. An individual’s environment, life 
experiences and cultures can also play a role in 
the onset or development of an eating disorder,” 
said Mikhnyuk, pointing to possibly why eating 
disorders are prevalent in the LGBT community.

“From age 12 to 18, the disorder was a way for 
me to cope with an abusive home, and a sexual-
ity that was considered “sinful” and “dangerous,” 
said Eric Dorsa, an alumnus of the ERC program. 
“My eating disorder manifested because my fam-
ily pressured me to lose weight. It kind of grew 
on its own. The binges would be compulsive mak-
ing mine a double life. I would binge at school, 
work, diving practice and make up lies to go and 
purge. I would even steal my parents car to work 
out at 3am and 4am at a 24-hour gym.”

Dorsa is not alone in his manifestation of a 
double life. John (who asked that Windy City 
Times not use his name) recently began treat-
ment for binge-eating disorder with a private 
therapist in Chicago, and acknowledged that he 

also felt as if he lived a double life. “Nobody 
knows,” John said. “I seem active but, on some 
days, I can sit and eat thousands of calories. I 
once ate a half-dozen cupcakes, a pizza, an order 
of Chinese food, a pie and a half-pound of choco-
late in one day and that happened a few times 
every month.” 

The eating disorder itself is only part of the 
problem. Mikhnyuk said that “80 percent of in-
dividuals who suffer from eating disorders are di-
agnosed with another disorder throughout their 
lives. Some of the most common co-occurring 
disorders include depression, anxiety, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, post-traumatic stress disor-
der, substance abuse and personality disorders.” 
Dorsa noted that, “in 2012 I entered recovery 
for drug and alcohol abuse through 12-step 
programs. I realized that so much of my addic-
tion and my eating disorder came from the same 
place—a feeling of low self-worth and negative 
self-image.” 

When asked if he believed that the ideal body 
image publicized in popular culture and in the 
LGBTQ community increased the likelihood of eat-
ing-disorder development, Dorsa responded, “Gay 
culture is primarily focused on the male experi-
ence—particularly, the white male experience. It 
is also built around sexual desirability. I think the 
pressure to look a certain way, the desire to be 
seen and accepted, and the pain associated with 
having to come out as LGBTQ make our commu-
nity vulnerable not just to eating disorders but 
substance abuse as well.” John agreed that he 
felt significant pressure to be thin and fit: “We 
are already rejected. But then to be rejected by 
our own because we don’t look or act a ce

For additional information about Eating Recov-
ery Center, call 877-789-5758, emailinfo@eatin-
grecoverycenter.com or visit EatingrecoveryCen-
ter.com to speak with a Masters-level clinician. 

See WindyCityMediaGroup.com for the entire 
article.

The struggle with
eating disorders

eric Dorsa. 
Photo from eating recovery Center

http://www.diffachicago.com
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Donna Brazile’s
revenge with ‘Hacks’
Since the election of Donald Trump, most Americans 
on both sides of the political aisle feel American 
democracy is under siege. The infighting going on in 
both the Democratic and Republican camps has cast 
a pall on the country’s future. And neither party, at 
present, can tamp down the support nor enthusiasm 
some have for establishment outsiders like U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders and President Donald J. Trump—
even with his declining approval rating. 
 In this environment of the falling Republic, Donna 
Brazile has written a book titled “Hacks: The Inside 
Story of the Break-ins and Breakdowns That Put Don-
ald Trump in the White House.”
 Brazile, an LGBTQ ally, is the former chairwoman 
of the Democratic National Committee (DNC), the 
first African-American to manage a presidential cam-
paign, and a longtime Democratic strategist with the 
reputation inside the Beltway as “a one-stop shop 
for fixing sticky problems.” 
 Amazon depicts Hacks as “equal parts campaign 
thriller, memoir, and roadmap for the future.” But 
truth be told, Hacks” has detonated a political 
bombshell with mixed reviews. 
  “This book is a triumph,” Walter Isaacson wrote, 
who’s the biographer of New York Times best-sellers 
Steve Jobs, Einstein and Leonardo da Vinci.
 However, the responses to Brazile’s book resonates 
more with what Jonathan Capehart, the first openly 
Black gay male and member of the Post editorial 
board, tweeted: “Gurrrll, what happened? People are 
mad. By people I mean Democrats.”

 “Hacks” has two narrative strands: one story of 
the Russians relentless hacking into DNC computers. 
And, the other story about the colossal missteps of 
the Clinton campaign and her tight-fisted one-sided 
financial control of the party a year before her nomi-
nation revealing sadly how the process was rigged 
against Sanders.
 In Brazile’s inimitable no-holds-barred fashion she 
further asserts that “three titanic egos—Barack, 
Hillary, and Debbie stripped the party to a shell for 
their own purposes.”
 Brazile’s assertions about the Russian hacking are 
not being disputed. However, it’s the rest of the sto-
ry has those inside the DNC scratching their heads 
that nearly 100 members of Clinton’s campaign team 
wrote a letter saying, “We do not recognize the cam-
paign she portrays in the book.”
 Brazile’s inflammatory “cancer” and “slave” refer-
ences not only roiled the DNC but stirred up both 
Bernie supporters and African American voters ner-
vously concerned, respectfully. 
 “I had promised Bernie when I took the helm of 
the Democratic National Committee after the con-
vention that I would get to the bottom of whether 
Hillary Clinton’s team had rigged the nomination 
process,” Brazile wrote. Months later Brazile wrote 
Bernie back. “Hello, senator. I’ve completed my re-
view of the DNC and I did find the cancer. But I will 
not kill the patient.” 
 With U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren concurring that 
the DNC was, indeed, rigged in Clinton’s favor, the 
statement cast a pall about our electoral process 
honoring fair play.
 And, with race being the third rail in this country, 
Brazile’s statement “I am not Patsy the slave”—re-
ferring to Oscar-winning actress Lupita Nyong’o’s 
character in the 2013 film Twelve Years a Slave—
doesn’t help the DNC, already perceived as racist and 
cheaters. Now they’ll certainly have an uphill battle 
trying to win over African-American millennials and 
Bernie supporters. 
 I get Brazile’s anger. She felt dissed by the DNC, 

even though she worked on every presidential cam-
paign from 1976 through 2000. Brazile’s anger about 
being tethered to the tight-fisted, one-sided finan-
cial control of the party to promote Clinton’s cam-
paign and not promote those on the down-ballot her 
frustration is understood. However, she lodges her 
complaints in a manner that appears more like out 
of desperation than determination.
 Brazile is unarguably one of the most known and 
important and powerful women in politics of the last 
three decades. I’ve enjoyed following her political 
career. She’s a political icon, like Maxine Waters, and 
sisters like myself love and revere her and want her 
to stick around. 
 And, the Black community thanks her for her pub-
lic service, too. 
 On Oct. 4, Harvard awarded Brazile with the W.E.B. 
Dubois Medal. It’s given to outstanding individuals 
who “have made significant contributions to African 
and African-American history and culture, and more 
broadly individuals who advocate for intercultural 
understanding and human rights in an increasingly 
global and interconnected world.” 
 “Hacks” hit bookshelves Nov. 7 and bookstores 
across the country have been trying to keep up with 
its demands. On Nov. 14, Brazile was at the Harvard 
Coop to talk about her book. She spoke to a not-so-
rapt audience of Sanders supporters and Clinton die-
hard fans. Brazile’s responses during the Q&A were 
lackluster, but of a much better tone than you hear 
in the book.
 I’ve read Brazile’s book, and everyone who has 
read it has challenged her assertions in the book, 
sadly even sister-friends in her corner—Whoopi, 
Sunny, and Oprah’s Gale, to name a few.
 I posit that Brazile may very well be speaking truth 
to power; however, the tone of the book and the in-
terpretations of events read more like a revenge nar-
rative than objectively reporting the facts in trying 
to salvage what’s left of this American democracy.

viewpoints

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

letters

Can’t Bear it

Dear Editor/Director, 

I’m sure I’m not alone in this. I can’t be. I’m hurt. 
I’m offended. I’m outraged. I’m disgusted. 
 I heard the McCaskey family—who own the Chi-
cago Bears—just gave a large donation to Jeanne 
Ives, the only anti-gay candidate in the governor’s 
race in Illinois. Ives says, and I quote, “They’re [gay 
couples] trying to weasel their way into acceptabil-

ity so that they can start to push their agenda down 
into the schools, because this gives them some sort 
of acceptability.” We are weasels, are we? We are 
things?
 Ives also said full out that when a gay couple has 
a child, “either in an adoptive nature or in a biologi-
cal nature,” the child is an object of desire rather 
than the result of a matrimony. What in the hell does 
that even mean? I thought the LGBTQ movement was 
making progress. I don’t think we’ve made any prog-
ress when I hear people like Ives open their stupid 

hateful mouths. ...
 How could the Chicago Bears owners be involved 
in this? How can I go to another Bears game if this 
is what the McCaskeys support and what they believe 
in?
 As a group, we should be sending a message. As a 
group, we should #BoycottTheBears. 

Terry Adams

VoL. 33, No. 10, Nov. 22, 2017 
The combined forces of Windy City Times, 

founded Sept. 1985, and Outlines newspaper, 
founded May 1987.

Rev. Irene
MONROE
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Loose ends at man’s Country.Happy Apple Pie Shop.

by JoANNA FURNANS
 
Deeply Rooted Dance Theater (DRDT) is gearing 
up to present its 20th-anniversary season fi-
nale, “Deeply Free,” with the much-anticipated 
premiere of INUMBA, by South African choreog-
rapher Fana Tshabalala, along with celebrated 
works from its distinguished repertory (Dec. 
8-10, Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts, 
915 E. 60th St., 7:30 p.m.).

Let that sink in for a moment: Deeply Rooted 
Dance Theater is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
as a contemporary dance company in Chicago. 
Twenty years is no small feet (dance pun intend-
ed)—and the company has not just withstood, 
but it has flourished during two decades of the 
country’s political, social and economic roller-
coasters. 

“We made it to 20 years! I’m excited about 
that,” Jeff told Windy City Times. “As you know, 
with any artistic endeavor in this country it is a 
challenge to make it through financially. The fact 
that we are still here and we are thriving is pretty 
exciting. And,” he continued, “If you notice, a 
lot of organizations do well for the first 10 to 15 
years but the critical patch is whether they will 
make it the next 10 years.”

Indeed, the success of DRDT was not the prod-
uct of luck. Jeff had plenty of prior experience as 
an artistic director with his own company, JUBLI-
ATION!, in New York City and then again as artis-
tic director for the Joseph Holmes Chicago Dance 
Theater. Although he was only with that company 
briefly, that gig was the catalyst that relocated 
Jeff and his collaborators to Chicago. Loving the 
city and realizing that Chicago had the poten-

tial to embrace a new voice in African-American 
contemporary dance aesthetics, Jeff and his co-
founders Gary Abbott, LaVerne Alaphaire Jeff, Di-
ane Shober and Linda Spriggs, established DRDT.

Over the years, Jeff has relied on the learned 
experiences of his dance predecessors to under-
stand some of the dos and don’ts of sustaining 
a company for the long haul. “Fortunately,“ Jeff 
explained, “I had mentors like Bernice Johnson, 
who had a studio in Jamaica, Queens, [and] who 
taught me a lot about company building from the 
basis of community. And I also learned from Alvin 
Ailey, when Alvin was alive. I saw his successes 
and I also saw his struggles which are not talked 
about a lot. The Ailey organization has a very 
shiny marketing approach which doesn’t neces-
sarily hold up the history of what it took to get 
that company to where it is now. When he passed 
away, Alvin’s organization was over a million dol-
lars in debt. They were very successful, they were 
renowned, but they were never financially solvent 
in his lifetime.”

That isn’t to say that this example of debt was 
the artist’s “fault.” The stereotype of the dishev-
eled and disorganized artist who is capable of 
creative brilliance yet unable to balance a check-
book has thankfully been debunked. Great artists 
can certainly be terrific executives; however, it 
takes a unique skill set to think outside the box 
and consider the specific needs of not-for-profit 
dance companies. It’s critical for companies like 
DRDT to generate structures within their organi-
zations that support both the art-making and the 
business of the art.

“Artists may actually know what they need, 
they may know how to manage,” Jeff said with a 

laugh. “It might look different than a traditional 
corporate structure. I have found, in order to 
make the art, we have to grow an institution that 
allows an artist to be free. And in order to create 
an organic institution, you have to grow people.”

The “people” Jeff is referring to are not only 
the dancers who grow up in the DRDT studios or 
the administrators who hone their skills with the 
evolving needs of the company but the audiences 
as well. Communities that support the arts have 
to be willing to challenge themselves right along 
side the artists. Jeff explained:

“We’ve always wanted to do work that was not 
only artistically powerful but also socially re-
sponsible. We really have a commitment to not 
only entertaining our audiences through dance 
but also to leave them with some thoughts about 
how we are living our daily lives inside our so-
ciety…

The company’s premiere of Tshabalala’s INUM-
BA (Dec 8 only) will be one of DRDT’s most so-
cially charged and artistically risky works to date. 
Originally created to explore methods of spiritual 

healing due to unresolved issues in the social and 
political climate of post-apartheid South Africa, 
Jeff and Tshabalala came together to create a 
Chicago-specific version of the work.

“I’m really excited about this work,” Jeff said. 
“When I saw it in South Africa, it was so beyond 
dance—it was so visceral, so human, so African-
contemporary. I really wanted to bring that work 
to America, especially since we have similar his-
tories. It is a very challenging work and it is tak-
ing the company in a different direction. I hope 
the audiences who are used to the traditional 
work of Deeply Rooted are open-hearted with IN-
UMBA because we are forging new directions. ”

The remaining two evenings of the weekend 
program will present DRDT favorites including 
“Femme,” by dance education director Nicole 
Clarke-Springer; “Desire,” by co-founder and as-
sociate artistic director Gary Abbott; and “Church 
of Nations” and “In a Child’s Eyes,” by Jeff.

 For tickets and information, call 312-795-
9777 or email tickets@deeplyrooteddance-
theater.org.

DANCIN’ FEATS

Deeply Rooted Dance:
20 years—and counting

Deeply Rooted Dance Theater’s Joshua Ishmon, Dominique Atwood and Pierre Clark. 
Photo by Ken Carl
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THEATER REVIEW

Fade 
Playwright: Tanya Saracho
At: Victory Gardens Theater at the 
biograph, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: $15-$56
Runs through: Dec. 23

by mARy SHeN bARNIDGe

During the 1980s and ‘90s, it often seemed as 
if every playwright venturing west of Phoenix 
or south of Fresno eventually wrote a scathing 
diatribe of show business practices in California’s 
motion-picture capital. Cautionary tales in this 
genre usually revolved around an idealistic young 

artist confronted by corporate philistines caring 
nothing for art and everything for money. Some-
times the newcomer’s ethics remained steadfast, 
sometimes not, but never were we in doubt as to 
who were the good guys and who weren’t. 
  Lucia is a Chicago novelist invited by the pro-
ducers of a television series to join their Los An-
geles writing team. When she is assigned only 
menial duties, Lucia suspects that she may have 
been a “diversity hire” but vows to stay the 
course, if only to earn enough to finance her 
next novel. One evening, while working late, she 
calls on Abel (pronounced “Ah-BEL”), the main-
tenance man, for assistance and an acquaintance 
is struck.
   If this were an ordinary sitcom, Lucia and Abel 
would forge an immediate bond based in their 

common culture and proceed to swap satirical 
repartee in a mix of Spanish and English. If this 
were a romantic comedy, Abel’s single-father sta-
tus and devotion to his infant daughter would 
make him the perfect match for the brainy young 
wordsmith.  
   As it turns out, however, the latter’s assumption 
that the blue-collar Abel is a Mexican immigrant 
speaking only Spanish is regarded by the native 
Angelino as the snobbery one would expect of 
a foreign-born Latina of affluent upbringing. As 
their camaraderie blossoms, further intra-demo-
graphical disparities are evidenced—for example, 
when Lucia expresses indignation over co-work-
ers mocking her ethnicity, Abel reminds her that 
many of his peers are refused jobs for that same 
ethnicity.  What neither realizes until too late is 

that another entitlement attached to privilege is 
the unrestricted appropriation of other people’s 
experiences. 
 Tanya Saracho may be the first playwright to 
reverse the Hollywood-Is-Full-of-Greedheads for-
mula in order to illustrate how easily anybody 
can become one of the greedheads, no matter 
how lofty their ideals or initially uncompromis-
ing their principles—exploitation being in the 
eye of the beholder, right? Under the direction of 
Sandra Marquez, Sari Sanchez and Eddie Martinez 
(his fourth time playing this role) never betray 
the ambiguity of their characters’ fluctuating mo-
tives, wisely leaving us to parse the moral issues 
engendered thereby.

THEATER REVIEW

Shakin’ the Mess 
Outta Misery 
Playwright: Shay youngblood
At: Pegasus Theatre Chicago at 
Chicago Dramatists, 773 N. Aberdeen Ave.
Tickets: 866-811-4111 or 
PegasusTheatreChicago.org; $20-$30
Runs through: Dec. 10

by SCoTT C. moRGAN

There are many powerful performances to trea-
sure in Pegasus Theatre Chicago’s strong revival 
of Shakin’ the Mess Outta Misery. First staged by 
the late Chicago Theatre Company back in 1998, 
Shay Youngblood’s play is chock full of compel-
ling scenes for a company of amazingly talented 
African-American women.

Director Ilesa Duncan previously staged Sha-
kin’… before, so this Pegasus revival has the as-
sured air of an artistic authority who knows the 

piece through and through. And Duncan has as-
sembled a marvelous company of multi-talented 
actor/singers to fully embody Youngblood’s vivid 
characters.

Shakin’… is framed by the anonymously named 

adult “Daughter” (Melanie Loren). Just back from 
a funeral, Daughter lovingly reflects back to her 
childhood in the 1960s to honor the strong and 
caring women of her Southern community who 
raised her following her mother’s death.

The bulk of Shakin’… consists of Daughter 
soaking in life lessons from these characterful 
and experienced women. Sometimes Daughter is 
given a direct lecture by the likes of the Bible-
quoting Big Mama (Felisha “Ekudayo” McNeil), 
while other times it’s just being a silent and 
wide-eyed observer following gospel choir mem-
bers like Aunt Mae (Stacie Doublin) and Miss La-
Mama (Toni Lynice Fountain) working out their 
angry rivalry over claims to the same man.

Stories about humiliating racism are shared 
first hand (debrah neal as Miss Corrine, who gets 
caught up in an unfortunate chewing-tobacco in-
cident), or they’re passed down from generations 
ago (Darian Tene as the vengeful domestic Miss 
Shine, who has deadly method of retribution for 
her bigoted employers).

Daughter also learns directly from members of 
her own community who are shunned, including 

the “girl gone wrong” Maggie (Takesha Meshé 
Kizart), and the simultaneously covert and overt 
lesbian Miss Tom (Sandra Watson).

Loren’s Daughter amusingly and touchingly 
taps into being a child without coming off as 
phony or cloying. Loren’s Daughter also skillfully 
masks how her generalized character largely serve 
as a plot device to tie all these disparate stories 
together.

Yet on reflection, Youngblood’s script could do 
with a better over-arching structure and focus. 
The prologue gives the impression that five par-
ticular elders are going to be the biggest influ-
ence on Daughter, but Shakin’… often steers on 
tangents away from these women to other char-
acters with more significant scenes. Daughter’s 
takeaway from these moments aren’t always ar-
ticulated, either.

So Shakin’… is best savored moment to mo-
ment. Each scene provides meaty material for 
each performer to shine dramatically, comically 
and vocally. And that’s more than enough to 
make this Pegasus revival of Shakin… a welcome 
return.

becky Shaw, Windy City Playhouse, through 
Dec. 17. “Love is a by-product of Use” says a cyn-
ical cad in Gina Gionfriddo’s slyly Machiavellian 
comedy, before leaving us to guess he difference 
between the lovers and the users. MSB

bobby Pin Girls, Nothing Without a Company 
at the Chicago Mosaic School, through Dec. 3. 
The authenticity reflected in Janey Bell’s screw-
ball urban-boho comedy of youthful error born 
of impulse will be immediately recognizable to 
audiences of all ages. MSB

marie Christine, BoHo at Theater Wit through 
Dec. 10. The tragedy of Medea, retold as the tale 
of a beautiful Creole voodoo adept, who loves 
well but not wisely, in Michael John LaChiusa’s 
musically-complex, rich jazz opera. High musical 
values, handsome leads and powerful voices make 
this one to see. JA

Die Walküre, Lyric Opera of Chicago, through 
Nov 30. Only two more chances this year to see 
director David Pountney’s 19th-century-framed 
take on the most popular work in Wagner’s four-
part Norse opera epic The Ring of the Nibelung. 
Resist your urge to sing out “Kill da Wabbit” when 
the “Ride of the Valkyries” opens Act III. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICKS
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’Tis the Seasonal 
Depression
Authors: Sarah Collier, Katie Cutler, evan 
m. Duggan, Julie Fishbach, Clay Goodpasture, 
Christopher “Tito” Thies Lotito, Greg 
Phelps and Laurel Posakony.
At: Pride Arts Center broadway
Theater, 4139 N. broadway
Tickets: GayCo.com; $12-$20
Runs through: Dec. 22

by SeAN mARGAReT WAGNeR

The ensemble at GayCo Productions is bringing 
all the wonder and dread of the holiday season 
to life with ’Tis the Seasonal Depression, a cel-
ebration of all of the usual pitfalls of holiday 
gayness. 
 It’s an evening of sketch comedy interspersed 
with songs, running gags and well-worn tropes 
out of televised Christmas specials. (Think of 
your favorite celebrity addressing the camera 
with “Oh, hi—I didn’t see you there!”) Not 
every joke lands with the same ferocity; like 

most holiday specials, the sketches are broad—
maybe even a little pandering—to an audience 
ready to raise its individual-sized wine bottles 
and “Yaaas” loudly. However, when this ensem-
ble gets honest and weirdly specific, it can re-
ally charm the pants off of you.
 Sketch performers Sarah Collier, Katie Cutler, 
Evan M. Duggan, Julie Fishbach, Clay Good-
pasture, Christopher “Tito” Thies Lotito, Greg 
Phelps and Laurel Posakony each brings height-
ened tales of holiday annoyances, coming out 
and enduring their significant other’s families 
to life. The production moves at a near-perfect 
clip for unconventional scenes like auditions for 
Mrs. Claus gone awry, or one family’s insistence 
on performing a bloody, socialist propaganda 
Nutcracker together, or a Bisexual Bluegrass 
Jamboree worthy of Hee-Haw. (Clay Goodpas-
ture really kills it on the jug.)
 The true strength of this ensemble is in rau-
cous musical numbers, and there is no shortage 
thanks in large part to the efforts of musical 
director Kathleen Gibson. The cast members 
regale us with numbers like the Les Miz-tinted 
“War On Christmas,” a hymn titled “You can’t 
Jerk Off Until Your Family Leaves” and a rap 

song to bring Grindr body-shamers to task en-
titled “Yes Fats, Yes Femmes.” 
 Director Jeff Bouthiette has curated this eve-
ning of sketches that range from from tongue-
in-cheek winking to tongue-in-teeth biting, but 
not every sketch lands with the solid laughs 
this team seeks. One running gag about holiday 
church services for different faiths needs a more 
polished punch line, and another recurring bit 
featuring bit in which family members of each 
cast member submit their ill-conceived comedy 
sketches takes a bit of time and head scratching 
before it gets off the ground. Although each of 
these holiday sketches was unique, we spend a 
great deal of time musing on the white, middle-
class gay experience. What I wouldn’t have giv-
en to see more representation from performers 
of color. 
 Still, the cast is strong, and where they may 
struggle to win you over with a laugh, the per-
formers have no qualms about buttering you 
up with a little holiday cheer. Keep your eyes 
peeled for standouts Sarah Collier as an unap-
preciated reindeer, Katie Cutler as a jilted Mrs. 
Claus and Christopher “Tito” Thies Lotito’s dra-
matic interpretations of Heart music videos.

melanie Loren (left) and Takesha meshé Kizart 
in Shakin’ the mess outta misery
Photo by emily schwartz
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THEATER REVIEW

Lizzie  
Authors: Tim maner/book, 
Steven Cheslik-demeyer & maner/lyrics, 
Alan Stevens Hewitt & Cheslik-demeyer/music
At: Firebrand Theatre at The Den,
1333 N. milwaukee Ave.
Tickets: FirebrandTheatre.org; $45
Runs through: Dec. 17

by JoNATHAN AbARbANeL

The debut production of a new company often is 
called a “calling card,” allowing public response 
to determine if the troupe should be invited to 
stick around. Based on this Chicago premiere of 
Lizzie, Firebrand Theatre can stay as long as it 
wishes and has earned a seat at the table.

Firebrand is a musical-theater company com-

mitted to employing and empowering women. 
Rather than reinventing the wheel, founding ar-
tistic director Harmony France very wisely assem-
bled a team of nationally experienced veterans 
for Lizzie. Lizzie serves the Firebrand mission per-
fectly, too, although the authors are men. Fire-
brand marks itself, thereby, as being pro-female 
rather than anti-male, which also seems wise.

Lizzie is a rock opera about infamous axe-mur-
der suspect Lizzie Borden (Liz Childester), acquit-
ted in 1893 of chopping her father and stepmoth-
er. The carefully researched book and lyrics stick 
close to known facts but also incorporate specu-
lations, some put forward years after the events. 
Fact: Papa Andrew Borden was a rich tightwad 
who signed over much of his property to step-
mother Abby Borden. Fact: Lizzie and her older 
sister Emma (Camille Robinson) resented their 
stepmother. Speculation: Papa sexually molested 
Lizzie (32 at the time of the murders). Specula-

tion: Lizzie had a lesbian affair with her next-
door neighbor, Alice Russell (Jacquelyne Jones).

The only characters are Lizzie, Emma, Alice and 
Irish housemaid Bridget Sullivan (Leah Davis), 
who purportedly said on her deathbed that she 
lied to protect Lizzie. Indeed, Bridget and Emma 
appear complicit in ... whatever happened. The 
four singers combine bright personalities with 
insightful interpretation, while Bussert’s staging 
suggests the intense female friendships of the 
19th century, tinged with eroticism. Childester 
and Jones are alluring as well.

The energetic score follows a tight pattern of 
up-tempo numbers separated by an equal num-
ber of slower, quieter songs. The lyrics are clearly 
worded and clearly delivered, helped by Deiorrio’s 
beautifully balanced sound design. The melodic 

music and orchestrations offer keyboards and a 
rich cello part against bass and drums in an all-
female rock quartet with neither lead nor rhythm 
guitars.

Lizzie is odd in some ways. Act I leads to the 
murders that are graphically but not literally 
portrayed, with the women wearing spot-on late 
19th-century clothing, even down to undergar-
ments (Charlotte Yetmann’s costumes). Then, 
in Act II, they all are in black goth outfits and 
four-letter words creep into the lyrics. I don’t un-
derstand why. The short second act (30 minutes) 
dissipates the tension of Act I because it intro-
duces little that’s new, although the semi-ab-
stract staging of one number, “Burn Your Thing,” 
is charismatic.

Please, Firebrand, call again soon.

Get in a Broadway holiday mood by taking in 
the touring return of Irving berlin’s White 
Christmas. The popular screen-to-stage show 
not only features plenty of seasonal songs like 
“Happy Holiday” and “I’ve Got My Love to Keep 
Me Warm,” but also several other Berlin stan-
dards like “Sisters,” “Blue Skies” and “I Love a 
Piano.” Irving Berlin’s White Christmas contin-
ues through Sunday, Dec. 3, at the Cadillac Pal-
ace Theatre, 151 W. Randolph St. Performances 
are 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays (no 
show Nov. 23), and 2 p.m. Wednesdays and Sat-

urdays (also Nov. 24). Tickets are $18 to $100; 
call 800-775-2000 or visit BroadwayInChicago.
com. 
 Caption: Kerry Conte and Kelly Sheehan 
in Irving Berlin’s White Christmas. Photo by 
Jeremy Daniel Photography, 2016

SPOTLIGHTeLizzie’s Leah 
Davis with 
(front, l to r) 
Liz Chidester, 
Jacquelyne Jones 
and Camille 
Robinson.
Photo by
Marisa KM
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THEATER REVIEW

Breath, Boom
Playwright: Kia Corthron
At: eclipse Theatre Company at 
the Athenaeum, 2936 N. Southport Ave.
Tickets: $30
Runs through: Dec. 17

by mARy SHeN bARNIDGe

Once upon a time, there were four sisters—
bound, not by birth, but by the sororal affilia-
tions of York City’s South Bronx. 
 In this realm, adolescent-girl fantasies revolve 
around, not weddings, but funerals and suicides, 

while obituaries of murdered companions are pre-
served in souvenir scrapbooks. Dates with boy-
friends start with flowers, proceed to punches 
and finish with sex and ice cream. Physicality is 
the medium of expression, while language is for 
hiding emotions, since a single misspoke word 
may trigger severe punishment. A stretch in ju-
venile detention is regarded as a vacation—but 
you want to quit the gang lifestyle at the age 
of 18, lest you become like the much-maligned 
adult prison inmates.
   All right, nobody comes to a Kia Corthron play 
expecting Little House on the Prairie. To playgo-
ers accustomed to gender stereotypes dividing 
ghetto populations neatly into male predators 
and female victims, however, the news that wom-

en can be as ruthlessly abusive as their menfolk 
may come as a shock.
   Our story’s focus is on pack leader Prix, whose 
anger at being raped at the age of 5 by her 
mother’s consort is reflected in an icy compo-
sure, whether when engineering a drug delivery 
or ordering a beat-down on a betrayer. Her sole 
comforts in an environment dominated by vio-
lence and exploitation are the public fireworks 
displays forging beauty out of weaponry. Before 
her progress brings her to an end that our author 
deems hopeful—if simply being thirty and not 
yet dead fits your definition of that word—Cor-
thron subjects us to a virtual catalogue of social 
and economical obstructions passed from genera-
tion to generation in a ceaseless cycle of dysto-

pian stasis.
   Two hours of bearing witness to such inhu-
manity (be grateful for the intermission) takes 
a much harder toll on its actors than its audi-
ence, but director Mignon McPherson Stewart and 
her steel-nerved ensemble never falter in their 
dedication to their material, its power rendered 
even more intense by the intimate proximity of 
the Athenaeum’s Studio Three. Acclimating to the 
scale of normality prevalent in Corthron’s dramat-
ic universe is not easy, but this Eclipse Theatre 
Company production offers as thorough an ap-
preciation for the fleeting moments of light to be 
found in a world of darkness as audiences bereft 
of first-hand experience could ask.

THEATER REVIEW

Escape to
Margaritaville 
Score: Jimmy buffett; 
book: Greg Garcia & mike o’malley
At: oriental Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St.
Tickets: 800-775-2000 or 
broadwayinChicago.org; $35-$115
Runs through: Dec. 2

by SCoTT C. moRGAN

There no doubt about the target audience for 
Escape to Margaritaville. This Broadway-bound 
jukebox musical is centered around the tropical 
rock hits of Jimmy Buffett, and is custom-made 
to capitalize on his legions of loyal fans, known 
as “Parrotheads.”

So it would be fruitless to try and shush the 
folks around you throughout the show. They’ll 
instinctively go “ah” or start singing along the 
instant they recognize the intros to beloved hit 
songs like “It’s Five O’Clock Somewhere,” “License 

to Chill” or “Cheeseburger Paradise.”
Escape to Margaritaville isn’t a behind-the-

music style jukebox show like Jersey Boys. In-
stead, it’s more in the vein of Mamma Mia! where 
preexisting songs get shoehorned into a new and 
silly script. Book co-writers Greg Garcia and Mike 
O’Malley unashamedly show their hands at being 
huge Buffett fans, which is why so many of Buf-
fett’s song lyrics have been re-purposed as dia-
logue or as character traits.

Escape to Margaritaville centers around the 

free-loving island troubadour Tully (Paul Alexan-
der Nolan), who is surprised when he genuinely 
starts to romantically fall for the vacationing en-
vironmental scientist Rachel (Alison Luff). There 
are also two secondary comic-relief couples: the 
not-so-bright bartender Brick (Eric Petersen) and 
the weight-watching bride-to-be Tammy (Lisa 
Howard), plus the no-nonsense resort manager 
Marley (Rema Webb) and the perpetually soused 
island bum J.D. (Don Sparks).

Garcia and O’Malley’s script does skim some se-

rious issues (women who are body-shamed, the 
importance of pursuing dreams over defeatist 
attitudes), but Escape to Margaritaville doesn’t 
dramatically delve too deeply. It’s as it too much 
conflict would have been a buzzkill, so let’s bring 
on lots of groan-inducing puns and wacky visual 
humor in choreographer KellyDevine’s tap-danc-
ing production number of zombie insurance sales-
men. Yes, you read that right.

If the script is just okay as a sturdy framework 
for the more famous songs, at least it’s all served 
up well in director Christopher Ashely’s profes-
sionally competent production. The performers 
also throw themselves into their roles, digging 
as deep as they can with such laid-back material.

Whether Escape to Margaritaville proves to be a 
big hit on Broadway will probably depend on the 
number of Parrotheads who regularly vacation in 
New York. But one thing for sure is that Escape 
to Margaritaville will likely find a receptive future 
home at any one of Margaritaville-branded resorts 
in the Caribbean or in the South. That’s what you 
get when a musical feels like yet another entre-
preneurial venture for a songwriter/musician who 
has inspired so many to relax and chill.

THEATER REVIEW

The Importance
of Being Earnest
Playwright: oscar Wilde
At: Writers Theatre, 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe
Tickets: writerstheatre.org; $35-80
Runs through: Dec. 23

by JAmeS WILKe

On the evening of Saint Valentine’s Day, 1895, 
the audience at St. James’ Theatre in London 
raucously cheered a new romantic farce by a 
popular Irish playwright. Yet while Oscar Wilde’s 
The Importance of Being Earnest would go on to 
be heralded as one of the greatest English plays 
of all time, Wilde would find himself imprisoned 
for “gross indecency” only months later, perse-
cuted for his homosexuality and never to write 
another play.
 Yet we may still celebrate the genius of this 
man today at the Writers Theatre, with a revival 
of Earnest that feels as fresh, fun, and engaging 
now as it may have been in its own time. Wilde’s 

wit and command of the English language was 
so masterful, and the cast’s delivery of his lines 
so clear and crisp, it feels as if the play could 
have been written today. And the play’s under-
lying criticisms of the trivialities and vanities 
of Victorian society seem almost frighteningly 
modern.
 The performance space—Writers Theatre’s 
must-see new facility that opened in February 
2016—is itself worth the visit. And perhaps 

the most shining stars in this revival are scene 
designer Collette Pollard and costume designer 
Mara Blumenfeld. Both with unparalleled skill 
have created a visual Victorian fantasy in soft 
sorbet colors and cascading white marble, popu-
lated by elegant characters in a pleasing array of 
patterns that enhance and invigorate the play. 
 This comedy is a farcical tale of frenemies 
bumbling toward love. Two young society men, 
Jack and Algy, played by Alex Goodrich and 

Steve Haggard, both create false personae, lie 
and ensnare each other in predicaments, seem-
ingly out to destroy each other while remain-
ing friends. And their romantic counterparts, 
Gwendolen and Cecily (Jennifer Latimore and 
Rebecca Hurd), prove equal parts affectionate 
and adversarial. Yet the greatest obstacle for all 
is the formidable Lady Bracknell, craftily played 
by Shannon Cochran. Perhaps the only true love 
of the play is that between the minor charac-
ters, Rev. Canon Chasuble and the dowdy Miss 
Prism, played sweetly by Aaron Todd Douglass 
and Anita Chandwaney, respectively.
 This production is expertly done. Yet, while 
the actors show great rapport with each other 
and a clear understanding of Wilde’s words, my 
chief criticism is that they still came across 
throughout the play as actors to me rather than 
the characters themselves. The present produc-
tion is filled with laugh-out-loud moments, to 
be sure. But I was left wondering how much fun-
nier and crazier this whole farce could become if 
I’d actually believed that these characters, in all 
their foolish machinations, were being truly … 
earnest.

Alison Luff and 
Paul Alexander 
Nolan (in center) 
and the cast 
of escape to 
margaritaville.
Photo by 
Matthew Murphy

The Importance of being earnest. 
Photo by Michael brosilow
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OUT FRONT 
seeks play 
submissions

About Face Theatre is seek-
ing play submissions for its 
OUT FRONT Series, an an-
nual line-up of workshops 
and readings of new and de-
velopmental works exploring 
LGBTQIA themes.

This season’s theme, “Babes 
on Stage,” will showcase on-
the-rise LGBTQ+ women-iden-
tified playwrights. Readings 
will begin in spring 2018.

To apply for the OUT FRONT 
Series, e-mail full scripts and 
bios to literary@aboutface-
theatre.com with the subject 
line “BABES ON STAGE—[play 
title], [author name].” Sub-
mission may also be mailed to 
About Face Theatre, 5252 N. 
Broadway, Chicago, IL 60640. 

For additional informa-
tion, visit AboutFaceTheatre.
com/productions/out-front-
series/. The deadline for sub-
missions is Sunday, Dec. 31, 
2017.

Gift Gala on 
Dec. 1 at 
Copernicus

The Gift Theatre will pres-
ent its 16th annual benefit, 
Gift Gala 2017: Revolutions 
on Friday, Dec. 1, 6-10 p.m., 
at the Copernicus Center, 
5216 W. Lawrence Ave.

Gala co-chairs include Navy 
Pier Inc. Chief Program and 
Civic Engagement Officer Mi-
chelle Boone and Chicago’s 
first lady, Amy Rule.

The evening will feature 
hors d’oeuvres, auction items 
and desserts. Entertainment 
will include live jazz and clas-
sical music, a DJ and danc-
ing, and a short performance 
charting The Gift’s evolving 
place in the cosmos from Co-
pernicus to NASA, SpaceX and 
beyond. 

The evening also includes 
the presentation of the Shel-
don Patinkin Total Gift Award, 
which recognizes a key sup-
porter and friend of The Gift. 
Greg and Anne Taubeneck are 
this year’s recipients.

Tickets ($150/individual, 
$1,500/table, $3,000/VIP 
table) are at TheGiftTheatre.
org.

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

“Entirely Delightful!” 
                                                                                  — the new York Times

About Face Theatre and 
Theater Wit present

by Joshua Harmon       author of “Bad Jews”

directed by Keira Fromm

hubbardstreetdance.com/winter  312-635-3799

HUBBARD STREET 
DANCE CHICAGO

OPENS IN  
TWO WEEKS
An Evening of  

Crystal Pite
December 7-10 

at the Harris Theater

TICKETS  
START AT $25

Hubbard Street Dancer Jason Hortin in A Picture of You Falling by Crystal Pite.

NOW PLAYING 
847-242-6000 | WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG

Don’t miss this cleverest 
of comedies by one of 

the greatest writers in the 
English language!
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upstairsthemusicalchicago.brownpapertickets.com

LGBTQ History of the Upstairs Lounge 
Arson Disaster in New Orleans, June 24, 1973

October 27 -
November 26
at The Broadway in 

the Pride Center

additional information at: upstairsthemusicalchicago.com

by Wayne Self based on 
the book by Clayton Delery

ONE-EYED PUPPY ENTERTAINMENT presents

http://www.writerstheatre.org
http://www.hubbardstreetdance.com/winter
http://www.barneytheelf.com
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com
http://www.upstairsthemusicalchicago.brownpapertickets.com


VIeWPoINT by mAx S. GoRDoN 

The return of Will & Grace is a miracle of sorts, 
a pinch-me moment in the history of television. 
The #VoteHoney video, created to support Hillary 
Clinton’s run for president and which led to the 
show’s revival, reminded me again what I loved 
about the original show, and why with Mike Pence 
in the White House, as a gay man, I needed it 
now more than ever. 

The fault in 2017 is not the talent; it’s great to 
see Eric McCormack again bringing out the irony 
and passive aggressiveness in Will Truman’s shady 
repartee. His performance goes deeper than a 
straight actor’s impersonation of a gay man. Me-
gan Mullally has a genius for line-readings as Kar-
en. Sean Hayes still has the high voltage required 
to play Jack McFarland. And Debra Messing has 
a presence almost supernatural in its ability to 
reassure and a natural warmth—it’s her greatest 
strength as a performer. With a narcissist in the 
White House who takes himself too seriously—we 
need an actress like Debra Messing on TV right 
now. 

The first new episode, “11 Years Later,” was 
criticized by some viewers as too political, too 
anti-Trump. The problem with the episode is not 
that it is anti-Trump; it is that it is slovenly writ-

ten, like the rest of the episodes we’ve seen so 
far, and seemed stale on arrival. The re-boot feels 
soulless, while the original show had real pathos. 
I was amazed after watching an episode this 
season in which Grace has a cancer scare, and 
is reunited with her ex-husband, Leo—two po-
tentially devastating plotlines–and I didn’t feel 
a damn thing. 

When it was announced that the show would 
return, fans were curious as to how the show’s 
creators would deal with the series finale. They 
ditched it, resolved in a matter of minutes with 
the idea that Karen simply dreamt the whole 
thing.

Perhaps it would have been okay, after all, to 
pick the show up where the finale left off—to 
see Grace fight with her college-age daughter and 
find herself saying things that her mother would 
often say to her. (When Grace’s daughter whines 
“Mom, that’s not fair,” she might reply, “Well, 
neither is my cottage-cheese ass” and then look 
at Will in horror.) Or maybe we finally get to see 
Karen in rehab, forced to get treatment because 
of a night in jail and a DUI conviction. Karen 
torments the staff while wearing a hospital gown 
from Hermes and offers to bribe her AA sponsor if 
he will lie and tell her probation officer that she’s 
done the 12 steps.  

The way the show is conceived now, Karen is 
still drunk and abusive, Jack is working temp jobs 
and still lying to himself, and Will seems to hover 
around offering support to Grace and Jack like a 
well-dressed fairy godfather, who smiles beatifi-
cally when his friends “see the light,” while never 
leaving his apartment. 

The world which Will, Grace, Karen and Jack 
now inhabit seems underwater—everyone talks 
to each other, but they don’t seem to be in the 
same scene. It is unclear if Grace’s new Puerto 
Rican assistant, Tony, is there to work for her or 
to be the new foil for Karen’s racist Latino jokes. 
A bizarre scene between Grace and Tony borders 
on sexual harassment. In another, Karen assumes 
at first that Grace “bought” Tony for her, but then 
says, “Oh I see, you bought him for yourself.” 

The actors on the show deserve better than 
these antiquated “people-of-color-as-white-peo-
ple’s-playthings” scenes. In the episode “Grandpa 
Jack,” Jack finds out he is a grandfather after 
being estranged from his son Elliot, and then 
attempts to remove his grandson from a gay 
conversion camp. When father and son unite at 
the show’s conclusion, the audience very audibly 
says, “Awww.” It’s like an old episode of Silver 
Spoons—we’ve gone from Oscar Wilde to Oscar 
Mayer. Something is seriously wrong.   

I guess what’s most painful is that if this con-
tinues it may affect and erode our memories of 
a show that we once loved. Rather than sit and 
watch characters you love enduring situations 
you hate, you might want to see it cancelled. I 
would rather Will & Grace not have returned to 
TV than to see it like this, with one broken high 
heel, running mascara and its wig on crooked, 
hobbling to catch a cab in the rain. 

I’m sure that there is someone who will read 
this and think: who cares, it’s just a dumb TV 
show anyway. But Will & Grace mattered, because 
art matters and what art reveals to us about our-
selves. And because I believe in Will & Grace, we 
can only hope that, in this case, “It Gets Better” 
doesn’t refer to bullying but to bad writing. 

I would be very happy to find out that none 
of what we are watching now actually happened, 
and that the original series finale was the real 

ending after all—that Karen, in a state of in-
toxication, invented the show’s return. It would 
make sense. At this stage of the game, the new 
Will & Grace, with its lack of spirit and depth, is 
a show only a narcissistic addict could dream of. 
Now let’s hope someone stages an intervention. 

max S. Gordon is a writer and performer. 
He has been published in the anthologies In-
side Separate Worlds: Life Stories of young 
blacks, Jews and Latinos (University of michi-
gan Press, 1991), and Go the Way your blood 
beats: An Anthology of African-American 
Lesbian and Gay Fiction (Henry Holt, 1996). 
His work has also appeared at The New Civil 
Rights movement, openDemocracy, Democratic 
Underground and Truthout, in Z magazine, Gay 
Times, Sapience, and other progressive online 
and print magazines in the U.S. and interna-
tionally. His published essays include, “bill 
Cosby, Himself: Fame, Narcissism and Sexual 
Violence” and “Faggot as Footnote: on ‘I Am 
Not your Negro’, ‘Can I Get A Witness’, and 
‘moonlight.’”

The full essay is at https://tinyurl.com/Wil-
lAndGraceessay.

Will & Grace:
You can’t go home again
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The cast of Will & Grace (from left: Debra messing, eric mcCormack, Sean Hayes and megan 
mullally). 
Pr photo

Morrissey at Riviera 
on Nov. 25 

Singer Morrissey will perform at the Riviera 
Theatre, 4748 N. Racine Ave., on Saturday, 
Nov. 25. Doors open at 7 p.m., with the show 
at 8:30 p.m.

His newest album, Low in High School, 
is slated to be released Friday, Nov. 17. The 
lead single is “Spent the Day in Bed.”

Morrissey rose to fame as the lead singer 
of the indie-rock band The Smiths, which was 
active from 1982 through 1987. Since then, 
Morrissey has had a solo career, with albums 
such as Vauxhall and I (1994), You Are the 
Quarry (2004) and World Peace Is None of 
Your Business (2014).

Tickets are $75 each; visit Ticketfly.com.

https://blackgoldacs.eventbrite.com/?aff=WindyCityTimes

https://blackgoldacs.eventbrite.com/?aff=WindyCityTimes
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TAKE A TRIP TO

Just a short one-hour ride from Chicago
Four Winds Casino Resort offers a

wide selection of gaming options and exquisite dining!
An impressive 130,000 square foot gaming floor awaits you!

Featuring over 3,000 of the most sought-after slot machines
with denominations ranging from $0.01 to $100!

Try your hand at over 50 pulse-pounding gaming tables!
Offering nonstop action with a variety of games such as

Blackjack, Craps, Roulette and more!

866-711-1997   •   fourwindscasinoshuttle.com 
 Call or visit our website for more information on packages, costs and group leader incentives 

Fun for groups of 20-57 people

Bus package includes:
• Deluxe motorcoach that will pick you 

and your group up at your desired location
• $15 in instant slot credit

• $10 in dining dollars

Special Group Leader Incentives 
• $100 in slot credit 
• $10 dinning dollars 

• CASH back after the trip

Siskel to show drag-ballet
film, plus ‘Tom of Finland’ 

The Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St., is presenting 
the Chicago premiere of Rebels on Pointe on Nov. 24-30.

Rebels on Pointe is a 2016 documentary about ihe New 
York-based Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo—the gay, 
all-male dance troupe that has, for 40 years, satirized ballet 
classics. 

Clips provide a look at the onstage action as the Trocks, 
costumed in ballerina drag, perform venerable works like 
“Swan Lake” with technique and athleticism while injecting 
their subtle and not-so-subtle trademark humor in the form 
of comic pratfalls, tutu malfunctions and maverick solos.

In addition, the center will present a local premiere run of 
the biopic Tom of Finland Jan. 5-18, 2018.

Tickets to each screening--unless stated otherwise—are 
$11/general admission, $7/students, $6/Film Center mem-
bers, and $5/Art Institute of Chicago (AIC) staff and School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC) faculty, staff, and stu-
dents.

See SiskelFilmCenter.org.

Rebels on Pointe. 
Pr photo by sascha Vaughn

by CARRIe mAxWeLL

Three years ago, Michelle Mascaro and Corynne 
Romine took on the challenge of starting a local 
and positive business and that is how Oak Park’s 
Happy Apple Pie Shop (226 Harrison St; http://
happyapplepie.com/) was born.
 Mascaro (from New York) and Romine (from 
Memphis) met in 1990 when they were working 
as resident chaplains at Rush Presbyterian Hos-
pital and became a couple in 1991. They soon 
discovered they both wanted to have children 

and that led to adopting three newborns—Emma 
(now 19), David (17) and Joseph (16).
 The couple was among the Illinois marriage 
equality plaintiffs the ACLU represented prior to 
it becoming law in the state. They were married 
in 2014.
 They previously lived in Chicago; however, in 
2008 they moved to west suburban Oak Park to 
give their children access to better education, es-
pecially their daughter Emma, who has an intel-
lectual disability.
 While Mascaro works at the shop full-time, Ro-
mine is a special-education teacher, who helps 
out on the weekends.
 One thing that sets Happy Apple Pie Shop, a 
social enterprise, apart from other businesses is 
its blended work environment where people of all 
abilities work together to make and sell sweet 
and savory pies. Life with Emma was the catalyst 
for this decision.
 “Emma is funny and sassy, and the world needs 
some of her energy,” said Mascaro. “She and her 
peers are wonderful young people who deserve 

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in

WINDY CITY TIMES

SAVOR 
Lesbian-owned
Happy Apple Pie Shop
has blended workspace

Corynne Romine, michelle mascaro and their 
kids (L to R) emma, Joseph and David.
Photo courtesy of the couple

Turn to page 30

http://www.fourwindscasinoshuttle.com
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December 23, 5:00 A.m.                                                                                                                                             
                                                       

“Mr. Rudolph?”
The reindeer adjusted his black, horn-rimmed 

glasses, but did not look up from behind his desk. 
“I asked not to be disturbed.” He used a tone 
of voice that could freeze an elf faster than an 
arctic cold front at the height of a blizzard at the 
North Pole.

“Sir, it’s a shifting issue.”
Rudolph sighed. He checked his computer 

screen for a moment and then hit send. The new 
even more hoof-friendly mouse pad was a bless-
ing of enormous proportions.

Rangifer, his secretary, stood next to the of-
fending elf. Rangifer shook his antlers and said, 
“Sorry. He said it was an emergency.” Rangifer 
had worked for him for many years. If he said it 
was important, then it probably was.

It was barely five a.m. and Rudolph had been 
in front of his computer since four. He’d only got-
ten three hours of sleep. It was December twen-
ty-third. In less than twenty-four hours, Santa 
would have to be on his way. There were a million 
things left to do.

“It’s okay.” Rudolph turned to the interloper 
and glared. “What is it this time?”

“Teenagers, sir. Um, ah, and gifts.”
“Who was in charge?”
“Blitzen, sir.”
Rudolph could have guessed.
The interrupter was an elf: second class, rein-

deer division, shifter sector x-1, monitor q47. 
Rudolph made it his business to know the names, 
not just the ranks, classifications, and numbers 
of all the elves who labored in his division. This 
one was Ralph.

Young reindeer, male and female, loved to show 
off their shifter powers. The simple embarrass-
ments of shifting gone wrong were too numer-
ous to mention, and there’d been a few tragedies 
when the far too young tried to do far too much. 

If they brought a problem to his level, Rudolph 
knew something was very wrong and could esca-
late to a first-class-disaster very quickly.

Rudolph was not in charge of Reindeer Rearing, 
but he was the head of the Deer Shifting Divi-
sion, which meant he had to put up with young 
reindeer far more often than he cared to. Being 
part of an operation that handled the complexity 
of getting several zillion gifts distributed once 
a year to all kinds of kids was enough of a pain 
in the neck. He couldn’t stand dealing with both 
human and reindeer youth most of the rest of 
the time.

But it came with the job. That’s what they did, 
when you were competent, you got promoted. 
Lead a sleigh one year, and poof, the next thing 
you knew, you were in charge of half a damn de-
partment (tinsel and candy canes that first year), 
and not long after that you were stuck in a desk 
job in a leadership position. When mostly what 
you wanted to do was to shift into being a cow 
in a herd in Iowa with plenty of lush grass to 

eat. This time of the year, those thoughts always 
came to Rudolph.

He glanced up at his wall with all the pictures 
taken with him and that damn nose and with all 
kinds of celebrities from around the world.

He was stuck with the red nose. Forever. It 
wasn’t a skill. He wished it had been. He often 
tried to tell himself that it was an accident, but 
in his more honest moments, Rudolph did admit 
what happened was kind of, well, mostly his 
fault. He had been young, playing around with 
shifting, and he’d got the damn red nose when 
he turned himself into a clown. When he’d shifted 
back, all of him being a reindeer returned, but 
the red nose had stayed. Even after that Christ-
mas Eve, he’d tried for years to get rid of it. He’d 
consulted every possible expert, but he and the 
nose were wedded together. No matter what he 
shifted into, when he was back to his real form…
Yep, the red nose was too.

No luck. Rudolph, red nose. Screw it.
The red nose was embarrassing. And he was 

shunned. People laughed.
Then came that foggy night, and no other 

reindeer could shift to something, a clown or 
anything having a red nose, and then come back 
being a reindeer with a red nose. Except Rudolph.

So, he was it.
When he thought about it, and it was hard 

to forget because that damn red nose led him 
around every instant of his existence, he found 
that night very depressing. Before then, he’d 
been mocked, harassed, and bullied.

Then they’d found a use for him. They didn’t 
like him for who he was. Rudolph never men-
tioned that they loved him because he could 
perform a function. A freak turned useful. He re-
sented this at odd times, but mostly he figured it 
was better to fit in than fight it.

He liked his black-horned rimmed glasses. He 
thought they took away from the frivolousness 
of the nose, plus, he needed them these days to 
see clearly. Didn’t do to miss a turn and plop into 
a snowdrift.

When he was really down about his nose and 
his relationship with the other reindeer, he’d con-
fide in one of the Magi. They were well known for 
their discretion, but it had been years since he’d 
felt the need. This time of the year, between the 
elves and reindeer seeking help, the lines to see 
them could be half a mile long. It was a stress-
ful time. 

The North Pole Santa Complex was a generally 
happy place. In summers, the Magi had little to 
do. At those times, they occasionally dabbled in 
forming a rock band but with indifferent success. 
One year, they’d tried calling their ensemble 
“Stars of Heaven.” Didn’t work. They were still 
awful.

This time of the year, especially after Thanks-
giving, the nights were eternal and the work un-
ending. Consulting one of the Magi at this time 
took hours of waiting in line that could rarely 
be spared.

Rudolph was as content as a once-famous, 
some even whispered has-been, reindeer could 
be.

Yes, he’d saved Christmas. It was a hell of a 
thing to put on a résumé. He had felt good about 
it that night, still sometimes did, but the nature 
of reindeer and what some of them could really 
be like, herd mentality and constant complain-
ing, was all too true.

His doctor had suggested that they put some 
tranquilizers in his lichen for a while to make the 
memories go away. Rudolph had refused.

That Christmas Eve had been great. He didn’t 
want to forget that. He didn’t think about it 
often. Except moments like this when he had 
to trudge down to Blitzen and solve a problem 
someone else at a lower level should have been 
able to fix.

The Reindeer Conundrum, written by Mark Zubro and illlustrated by 
W.S. Reed, is a Christmas story with a message from the very heart of 
the holiday. It appears in the anthology Shifting Through the Snow 
from MLRpress. These are shifter stories connected with the holidays. 

We’ll be serializing it in our online editions for the next five weeks. 
Beginning December 8, it will be available on line as an ebook and a 
paperback. 

Today The Reindeer Conundrum: Part One.

“It’s okay.” Rudolph turned to the interloper, “What is it this time?”

The Reindeer Conundrum: Part One
WRITTeN by mARK ZUbRo; ILLUSTRATeD by W.S. ReeD
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Rudolph got to Blitzen’s office in the huge, new 
‘shifting’ facility recently built with profits from 
patents on computer games that Santa secretly 
held. The elves had developed the basics for all 
current computers then trained select humans to 
build and distribute them. There was even talk 
of making Bill Gates an honorary elf. Steve Jobs 
would have been the first honorary elf, but then 
he’d died. They had to be careful bestowing hon-
ors on non-North Pole creatures.

Rudolph strode into the office. Blitzen slammed 
the door behind him. They faced each other ant-
ler to antler. 

“What is the big deal?” Rudolph asked.
“It’s Santa.”
“Not teenagers and presents?”
“Please, what can you tell an elf? Can they re-

ally be trusted?” Yes, some still indulged in the 
old reindeer/elf mistrust, but at this time of the 
year! Rudolph was long since fed up with such 
ignorance and bigotry, but he concentrated on 
the main issue. “Santa?”

“It was an accident. It wasn’t my fault. I didn’t 
plan this. A shift mistake.” Blitzen and his bulky 
antlers began pacing the room.

You could shift into slowly growing things, like 
a tree, but Rudolph always wondered what the 
point was. If you’re a tree, you just kind of stand 
there and get another ring around your butt every 
year. You could shift into inanimate objects but 
once you were stiff, you stayed stiff. You could 

never come back.
“What happened to Santa?”
Blitzen said, “He put his finger up aside his 

nose and the next second he was gone.”
“Maybe he rose up the chimney.”
“You know that chimney reindeer-waste is ho-

kum.”
“Not if you’re a true believer.”
“And you are?”
“Just tell me exactly what happened.”
“The night was silent, almost holy.”
“They are like that around here.”
“I thought he was napping by the chimney. He 

does that a lot.”
“I know.”
“When by damn, he stands up, and like I just 

said, puts a finger aside of his nose, and pa-foo-
ey, gone.”

“You sure he didn’t go up the chimney?”
“I checked. No.”
“Maybe he’s stuck in the chimney?”
“Not that either.”
Rudolph placed his nose at the top of the 

opening for the cold fireplace. He smelled noth-
ing but ash.

“You don’t trust me?” Blitzen asked.
“You got something against checking things 

twice?”
“No.”
“We’ll have to get a full-fledged investigation 

team in here.”
Blitzen hung his head. “Oh woe is me. I think 

I’m going to shift into a cactus and stick to living 
in Arizona for the rest of the season.”

“We’ve got a missing Santa, and you want to 
abandon sleigh? Not on your life, Mr. Blitzen. You 
stay and face the carols.”

There were rules for shifting. Just like there 
were rules for everything. Most reindeer lived or-
dinary reindeer lives: big herds, lots of lichen, 
too many bugs in summer, and wolves waiting to 
devour you at all times. Basically, deer-muggles 
to use the most modern terminology.

Then there were the special ones. These were 
carefully watched for. Some reindeer at the North 
Pole had children and all of them, over the many 
years, had inherited their parent’s shifting abili-
ties, but there were some welcome additions from 
around the North. These had to be found and 
treated carefully.

Turn to page 26

After that night, he’d been stuck for ages play-
ing in their stupid reindeer games. Oh, sure, they 
were fun for a while. He found out he was quite 
good at them. But, he’d rather be home reading a 
book. Sure, every Christmas Eve since then was a 
great time. He did enjoy them. He couldn’t deny 
it. Bringing all that joy to the world felt great.

But all that jolly ho, ho, ho the other three 
hundred and sixty-four days of the year? It was 
too much, and now he had tons of work and re-
sponsibilities. So there were no longer any rein-
deer games of any kind, and not a lot of ho, ho, 
ho for a very over-worked Rudolph.

He sighed and stood up. Now this shifting is-
sue would have to be dealt with. Blitzen of all 
reindeer!

It had been years since the foggy night epi-
sode. The elite eight, as the original contingent 
of reindeer was often known, had gotten old. 
Some had aged gracefully. Not Blitzen. He was 
still jumping from tops of porches to tops of walls 
and trying to dash away, and he could barely 
make the leap to the lid of a trash can. Now it 
was more of a wobble to the upper branches of a 

small pine tree and a then an iffy and very chancy 
dash to the next. If he even got that far. Blitzen’s 
shifting abilities were starting to wane. Yes, it 
was possible to shift and transport yourself at 
the same time, but it took great expertise. The 
skill also tended to fade with age, in some worse 
than others.

It didn’t do to find yourself jumping from one 
roof to the next and realize you weren’t going to 
make it, and then try to transport yourself while 
several hundred feet in the air and going at full 
speed. It was like trying to fasten your seatbelt 
only when you knew you were going to be in an 
accident. Far too late.

No one knew exactly how the shifting worked: 
definitely mind control mixed with physical abil-
ity developed over years, but which precise neu-
rons mixed with athleticism, will power, and de-
sire were a mystery.

Shifting and transporting took concentration, 
time, skill, experience, and numbing hours of 
practice. It wasn’t just poof, you’re gone from 
here to there and turned into something else.

It wasn’t easy, and the skills weren’t learned 

all in a day. All strove to be in the elite eight for 
Christmas Eve. This was the pinnacle of reindeer-
hood. Only eight earned the privilege and some 
of those eight stayed on year after year.

Most of the rest of the others from that foggy 
Christmas Eve were old, tired and didn’t even try 
many shifts or transports. There were younger 
reindeer who could do all these things. Sure Blit-
zen, Cupid, etc., got all the hype and publicity, 
but most of them were retired. Let the younger 
deer do it. They enjoyed it even without getting 
the well-deserved renown. The competition was 
fierce and only the most athletic, best coordi-
nated, and expert shifters and transporters could 
make the elite eight for the sleigh for that magi-
cal night once a year.

The older reindeer mostly used their powers so 
they could shift in the blink of an eye to being 
part of a flock of geese heading south and spend 
the winter in Mexico. Many of them often did just 
that with the group-averse Blitzen holding out.

Rudolph realized he was out of sorts. He didn’t 
like anyone who took out their frustrations on 
others, and he’d just done so. He said, “I apolo-

gize for snapping at you both. We’ve got a long 
day ahead of us.”

Ralph looked surprised and mumbled, “Thank 
you, sir.”

Rangifer smiled.
Rudolph asked Rangifer to hold his calls, then 

rumbled down the halls of the complex, his 
hooves clicking on the marble tile. He enjoyed 
the sounds of toys being made, elves and deer in 
harmony together, machines whirring, and tweet-
ing, and tooting, and singing.

There had nearly been a revolt, years before. 
They’d installed a new complex-wide system of 
piped in music, which after Halloween, became 
Christmas tunes twenty-four/seven.

As a reindeer, you couldn’t be mucking about 
with shifting while you were trying to get your 
work done. Elves couldn’t shift at all, so they 
were subject to the eternal carols worse than be-
ing chained inside the biggest mall on the planet.

That’s how they’d gotten Steve Jobs to invent 
the iPod. Now they all had their own music to 
listen to. Or humming or singing to themselves, 
or just working in silence. Rudolph loved it.

The Santa complex at the North Pole was enormous.
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Hudson opens
Marriott Marquis 

Award-winning Chicago native singer Jenni-
fer Hudson tore down the house at the grand 
opening of the Marriott Marquis Chicago Nov. 
16.

The hotel is part of the McCormick Square 
development boom that also includes the Win-
trust Arena, where the DePaul men’s and wom-
en’s basketball teams play, and where the Chi-
cago Sky women’s pro basketball team will play 
there starting next year. Hudson performed for 
several hundred people in a ballroom of the 
new hotel, at 2121 S. Prairie Ave. 

Jennifer Hudson.
Photo by Hal baim

From just after they were weaned, all these 
special reindeer were educated in everything 
reindeer including shifting and transporting.

Harry Potter and all the magicians had rules in 
the Harry Potter books. It doesn’t do to break the 
rules. Sure, sometimes you get away with things. 
The same applied to reindeer shifting and trans-
porting.

Among those who could shift and transport, 
there were problem reindeer, difficult, or wild, 
sometimes both. They had one egotistical mo-
ron of a reindeer who changed himself into a 
politician. Of course, no human had noticed. You 
wouldn’t believe what he got elected to. It had 
shocked them all when he achieved such power. 
He came to a bad end. Just missed setting off 
World War III, but the Shifting Police caught 
up with him just as he was turning into part of 
an iceberg. No reindeer anybody knew who had 
shifted into a human had ever returned safely or 
come to a good end.

Rudolph and his nose were another example of 
shifting by the inexperienced and untrained. Lit-
tle good had ever come of it, except for Rudolph’s 
foggy night and a few other incidences. Far too 
many had never come back to tell about it.

No, better to turn into a nice cuddly puppy, or 
a Clydesdale. Those were good. Manageable.

And the Shifting Police! Strict enforcers. All the 
North Pole bambis of the reindeer world had been 
threatened one time or another with the Shifting 
Police when they were naughty.

Rudolph was forced to deal with the Shifting 

Police in his regular duties. They were the most 
unpleasant part of a North Pole job description. 
The chief of the Shifting Police was a deer who’d 
broken his leg the day before the first Christmas 
Eve he’d been eligible to be one of the elite eight. 
He’d never flown again. He was a bitter reindeer.

“Okay,” Rudolph said. “He was tired. He did the 
finger/nose thing,” prompting Blitzen to resume 
his story.

“You know he’s always talked about wanting to 
be able to shift.”

“Only when he’s really tired.”
“You know he’s always totally exhausted the 

weeks after Thanksgiving. It all started with that 
stupid Macy’s parade and that goddamn movie. 
After that movie, he feels obligated. It’s been 
getting worse and worse, more burdensome every 
year.”

“Kids love the parade. Millions love the movie. 
The old guy who plays Santa is great.”

“Fine, but now he’s gone for nearly four whole 
days between parades and special appearances, 
everything from malls to sporting events. The 
weather is rarely congenial, and the holiday sea-
son is in full gear by then. He’s got work here.”

“I know all this.” Rudolph kept his voice low 
and calm and tried to put as much kindliness 
into it as he could. He asked, “What happened 
recently?”

Blitzen shrugged. “So when the old guy got 
back from the Thanksgiving rush, he was neither 
right nor jolly. He blew through enough eggnog 
to float every toy boat on all the Christmas lists.”

“He usually rests for up to a week. He’s not get-
ting any younger. None of us are.”

“You know how they always show him drinking 

those fizzy drinks?”
“Yes, the ads for colas and specialty liquors. I 

know. The legal department says there’s nothing 
we can do to stop them.”

“And how he puts spirits into his own fizzy 
drinks?”

“Yes.”
“And how he used to like mulled wine?”
Rudolph waited.
“He put a whole lot of spirits into his cola wa-

ter this year and drank nearly a gallon of mulled 
cider.” Blitzen’s worried look deepened. “I called 
Mrs. Claus. She told me to just let him get a few 
extra days of rest. He’d catch up on sleep and all 
would be well. These past few weeks, he didn’t 
get better. Santa kept saying he wanted to try 
shifting.”

Rudolph shook his antlers.
Blitzen said, “I told him it wouldn’t do any 

good, but he’s magical in a lot of ways. How does 
he get all those toys around the world in one 
night?”

“We’ve all been there. He just does.”
“Well, he wanted to shift. Kept trying and try-

ing and then today, poof he was gone.”
Jolly old elves weren’t supposed to be able to 

shift. There wasn’t a rule against it. It just never 
happened.

Now, Blitzen segued into one of his more 
chronic complaints. “On Christmas Eve, he gets 
all those cookies and goodies and so the liquor 
doesn’t get to him. We never get any cookies and 
goodies.”

“Sweets make us sick. You know that. You want 
a flying, puking reindeer?”

“You think it’s easy pulling a sleigh filled with 
that many presents and an enormous fat guy? 
Around the entire globe? In one night? You think 
it’s easy? They’ve got to be trained.”

“I was there, remember? I know. What does 
any of this have to do with our Santa shifting 
disaster?”

Blitzen dithered.
“Did you check his tracking device?” Rudolph 

asked.
Blitzen held up a tiny computer chip. “This 

was on the floor where he was standing when 
he shifted. I sent a few of my more trusted staff 
to hunt for him.” He shook his head. “They took 
hours. They were discreet and checked every 
place twice. He is nowhere to be found. Heat sen-
sors outside show that no one has wandered out 
into the cold.”

The Santa Complex at the North Pole was enor-
mous, but it was finite. The sensors for outside 
the perimeter were state of the art. Whether 
someone went accidentally or deliberately out 
into the bitter cold, they would freeze in min-
utes.

“The last one just got back. They couldn’t find 
him. He did the nose thing a little after two. 
I thought it was a joke. Then it wasn’t funny. 
Around three, I sent out searchers. We’re espe-
cially good at finding young lost reindeer and 
elves for that matter. Seconds after the last one 
got back before five, I sent for you.”

Rudolph made his voice as soft and consoling 
as he could. “No one’s going to blame you.”

Blitzen began to blubber and weep. “It’s all 
my fault. All those kids won’t get presents. I’ll be 
more famous than you, but in a bad way.”

See www.windycitymediagroup.com in the 
coming weeks for additional excerpts from 
this short story.

RUDOLPH from page 25

The Reindeer Conundrum will be included 
in Shifting Through the Snow, the anthology 
from mLR Press, available as an ebook and in 
paperback December 8.

A  V E R Y  B A R R Y
C H R I S T M A S

MANILOW

B A R R Y M A N I L O W . C O M

THIS IS  MY TOWN A V A I L A B L E  N O W

A T  L I V E N A T I O N . C O M ,
T H E  V E N U E  B O X  O F F I C E  O R
B Y  P H O N E  A T  8 0 0 . 7 4 5 . 3 0 0 0

GET TICKETS NOW

DECEMBER 5
A L L S T A T E  A R E N A

http://www.livenation.com
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AIDSCHICAGO.ORG/CHOCOLATE
BENEFITING

SPONSORS AS OF OCTOBER 15, 2017

BARRY CALLEBAUT | LADY GREGORY’S IRISH BAR & RESTAURANT | PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS INC. | WILDE BAR & RESTAURANT | WINEBOW

http://www.aidschicago.org/chocolate
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Take a picture. It’ll last longer.
Photos by Kirk williamson

NSFW @ SOFO TAP

‘Sound of Music,’ 
AIDS movie at
Music Box Theatre 

The Music Box Theatre tradition of “The Sound 
of Music Sing-A-Long” will return Nov. 24-Dec. 3 
at 3733 N. Southport Ave.

It all starts before the film, with a vocal warm-
up led by the evening’s host and our house organ-
ist on the famous Music Box organ. Every member 
of the audience receives a complimentary Magic 
Moments Pack, containing various props to be 
used at strategic points throughout the film—
and there’s a costume contest as well.

Meanwhile, the film BPM is showing at the Mu-
sic Box through Thursday, Nov. 23. 

The critically lauded film (the Grand Prix win-
ner at this year’s Cannes Film Festival) is a drama 
about the AIDS-activist group ACT UP, and it is 
set in Paris in the 1990s. The 140-minute movie 
is in French, with English subtitles.

More information about “Sound of Music” is at 
https://www.musicboxtheatre.com/events/the-
sound-of-music-sing-a-long. Info about BPM is 
at https://www.musicboxtheatre.com/films/bpm-
beats-per-minute.

Riva Lehrer among
grant recipients 

The Joan Mitchell Foundation has announced 
its 2017 Painters & Sculptors grant recipients, a 

group of 25 artists who will each receive $25,000 
in unrestricted funds—and Chicago artist Riva 
Lehrer is among said recipients, according to 
ArtNews.

Established by the foundation’s namesake in 
1993, the grants are awarded annually to under-
recognized artists working in the United States 
through a nomination and subsequent jury vote.

Another Chicago artist, Amanda Williams, also 
made the list. A 2016 Windy City Times article 
on Lehrer is at http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/lgbt/ART-Riva-Lehrer-and-the-evolution-of-
Risk/55207.html.

The ArtNews article is at http://www.artnews.
com/2017/11/14/joan-mitchell-foundation-
announces-2017-painters-sculptors-grant-recip-
ients/.

Chicago setting
tourism record 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced that 
the city is on track to reach the goal of 55 million 
visitors annually at the end of this year—three 
years early, according to a press release. 

Chicago has been setting tourism records every 
year since 2012. Last year, more than 54 million 
people visited the city. 

The release added that, to build on that prog-
ress, the Institute of Food Technologists—with 
members representing more than 95 countries 
from virtually every discipline related to food sci-
ence—will begin a decade of meetings in 2020.

A historic night at the baths with DJ Harry Cross, Toyota Corona, Lucy Stoole and more.  
Saturday, November 18.

Photos by Kirk williamson

LOOSE ENDS @ MAN’S COUNTRY
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“I can’t wait to shove this up Adam’s ass!”—
blake Shelton’s comment after being named 
“People” magazine’s Sexiest Man Alive. I don’t 
really understand all these “straight guys” who 
are obsessed with ass play. But, hey, as long as 
they enjoy it.

Only your beloved Billy would read that sexy 
Jeremy Jordan blamed his recent hospital stay 
on Chipotle and think, “Mmmm, that sounds 
good.” While I have no symptoms and it’s been 
a few hours, I am telling you up front that if I 
don’t make it to the end of this column, you can 
blame it on a beef burrito bowl with guacamole!

This week, man has gone where no man has 
gone before: the first gay kiss in Star Trek his-
tory—or, more correctly, the first gay kiss in Star 
Trek history that we’ve seen. According to John 
Cho, his Sulu did share a kiss with his male part-
ner in the last film—but it was cut. That left Star 
Trek: Discovery to feature the first same-sex lip 
lock between Anthony Rapp and Wilson Cruz. In 
case you missed it, you can see the smooching on 
BillyMasters.com.

In sad news, Hulu cancelled Difficult People. 
Forget about Julie Klausner and even billy eich-
ner. But Andrea martin had a dream role—the 
scene with Tina Fey was worth the price I should 
have paid had I not downloaded it illegally. Per-
haps that’s why it’s cancelled! Anyhoo, all three 
seasons are online for you to watch—legally!

Another week, another crop of sexual-assault 
allegations. Regarding Ryan Seacrest, you know 
what they say—there’s no such thing as bad pub-
licity. I’m sure he can sigh in relief that the al-
legations came from a female.

More troublesome are the claims against Jef-
frey Tambor. The first was from his former as-
sistant—allegations Tambor “adamantly and ve-
hemently” denied. Then there was an actress from 
“Transparent” who had a similar story. Intrigu-
ingly, both accusers are transgender. Days later, 
he quit the show, stating, “The idea that I would 
deliberately harass anyone is simply and utterly 
untrue. Given the politicized atmosphere that 
seems to have afflicted our set, I don’t see how 
I can return to Transparent.” It should be noted 
that he didn’t have a contract for next season.

While you’re there, you may want to check out 
Aaron Carter’s remarkable physical transforma-
tion. Since coming out and admitting he has an 
eating and drug disorder, he’s been getting help. 
To illustrate his journey, we’re going to bring you 
a word problem which may turn up on a future 
SAT. Aaron started out looking super-tanned, re-
ally ripped and sporting an eight-pack, and was 
obviously way too skinny at 115. Then he lost 
his dad, a sister, the definition and the tan—
but gained 30 pounds. He stopped talking to his 
brother, cut his hair and was up to 160 pounds. 
From where his journey began, how much weight 
did Aaron gain? OK, pencils down ... and put 
your away your abacus. Aaron gained a total of 

45 pounds. If you got that right, you may qualify 
to get into your local community college.

Speaking of sizes, Kathy Griffin has once again 
gone after Andy Cohen—and this time her target 
is the size of his package. In a recent tweet, she 
shared an email she received from someone cur-
rently living in Croatia who claims to have had a 
one-night stand with Andy back in college—no, 
not in Croatia. Forrest (last name suppressed) 
says, “Andy Cohen is a little guy. I happen to 
be 6 feet tall. He rather assertively had his way 
with me. It was very one-sided.” In other words, 
he confirmed what Anderson Cooper already told 
us—that Cohen’s a top. “By the way,” Forrest 
adds, “Andy is a small guy, not just in height.” 
Kathy sums it up with, “Do you know me now, 
b*tch?” 

Andy Cohen recently had Rosie o’Donnell and 
Joy behar on Watch What Happens Live, which 
was a riveting interview. Seeing the two former 
The View co-hosts together was fascinating—par-
ticularly in the after-show, when Joy interrogated 
Rosie about the fight with Elisabeth Hasselbeck 
and why Ro really left The View. Her illuminating 
comments are required viewing, on BillyMasters.
com.

Speaking of The View, within days of original 
co-host Star Jones announcing her engagement, 
ex-hubby Al Reynolds made an announcement of 
his own: “I have come to a point in my life where 
I am ready to discuss my truth. I wasn’t ready to 
do this then. I wasn’t even ready to think about 
it, let alone process it. I have learned that sexual 
orientation is not binary, at least not for me. I 
am capable of loving both sexes, and I have done 
both. Today, I accept myself as a bisexual man.” 
The only thing shocking about that is the “bi” 
part! 

You know who else came out as bisexual? Tyler 
Posey. OK, not exactly Tyler Posey, but the char-
acter he plays on Jane the Virgin. His character, 
Adam, tells Jane (the virgin), “I had a boyfriend 
in our school when everyone was experimenting, 
and another in Fort Green when everyone wasn’t.” 
For those of you playing at home, that’s two boy-

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Wilson Cruz had made Star Trek history, billy 
says.
Photo from Gay Men’s Chorus of los angeles

friends. But that’s just his character, right? Well 
... let’s not be too hasty. After all, he’s previously 
admitted to being on Grindr—and how many 
straight men can say that? Hands? Well, it’s really 
not a fair question—how many straight men are 
reading this column? But how many straight men 
have seen Posey’s penis? Again, I see no hands—
although they may be otherwise engaged. Since 
Tyler has said he doesn’t care that his nudes (and 
the videos) fell into our hands, why not share 
them with you—on BillyMasters.com.

When we’ve rung around Rosie to a pocket full 
of Posey, it’s definitely time to end another col-
umn. As we close, time to pay respects to anoth-
er legendary lady. Ann Wedgeworth, best known 
from Three’s Company and Evening Shade, was my 
kinda gal. Rest in peace. As we enter the holiday 
season, the most ho, ho, ho’s can be found on-
BillyMasters.com, the site that’ll require the use 
of both hands. After washing them, feel free to 
reach out to me at Billy@BillyMasters.com and I 
promise to get back to you before my next Chipo-
tle run! So, until next time, remember: One man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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Wed., Nov. 22 
40+ monthly Peer-Led Support Group 

and Potluck This support group is open 
to women who are 40 years old and old-
er, and the discussion centers the expe-
riences of LGBTQ women of color. Fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Bring a dish to 
share.   7:00pm - 9:00pm   Affinity Com-
munity Services  2850 S. Wabash Ave., 
#108; http://www.affinity95.org

Cathy Richardson w/opener Andreas 
Kapsalis Songs by Janis Joplin, Jeffer-
son Airplane, Heart, Fleetwood Mac, The 
Pretenders, Pat Benatar, and her own 
catalog of original songs. Doors 7pm  
8:00pm   The Acorn Theater  107 Genera-
tions Dr. Three Oaks, MI 49107; http://
www.acorntheater.com/

Thursday, Nov. 23
Thrive: Weekly group for HIV-positive 

ymSm Open process group facilitated 
by a licensed counselor open to all HIV-
positive young men who have sex with 
men, 18-29. A safe space to process 
one’s HIV status, emotional and men-
tal health, relationships, identity, and 
personal growth. Also fun activities and 

cultural outings once a quarter.   6:00pm   
Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN)  
5537 N Broadway St Chicago  http://
www.tpan.com/events/thrive-edition

Friday, Nov. 24
Queer Lines: Drag kings, spoken word 

Featuring performances from: Switch 
The Boi Wonder, Nikki Patin + Marta 
Cook, Po’Chop, Bella Bahhs, Niki Gee, 
O.Snap!, Tiff Beatty, Nova Sparx, Roman 
Empire, Lilly Rascal, Music by DJ Dap-
per, Photography by Tori Brown Rice, 
Promo Design by Chi Nwosu. Doors 
open at 6:30pm  7:30pm - 10:00pm   
Chicago Art Department, 1932 S. Hal-
sted  http://www.facebook.com/
events/539595756372997/ 

Altered boy Good little Catholic boy says 
his prayers, makes good grades, per-
forms in school plays, wins participation 
trophies... He’s Catholic, he’s gay - what 
could go wrong? Through Dec. 30, 2017. 
$25   7:30pm   The Buena, Pride Arts 
Center 4147 N. Broadway, Chicago  800-
737-0984  Tickets: http://www.pride-
filmsandplays.com

The Sound of music Sing-A-Long Two 
fun-filled weekends. Music Box The-
atre Organ will play as lyrics appear on 
screen for “The Sound of Music,” “Do-
Re-Me,” and “My Favorite Things.” Pre-
show costume contest with interactive 
fun packs for kids and adults. Through 
Sunday, Dec. 3,  7:00pm   Music Box The-
atre  3733 N Southport Chicago  https://
www.musicboxtheatre.com/events/the-
sound-of-music-sing-a-long

Rebels on Pointe screening Inside sto-
ry of Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte 
Carlo-the gay, all-male, New York-based 
dance troupe that for 40 years has slyly 

satirized ballet classics. Runs through 
Nov. 29 First show today 2p.m.   8:00pm   
Gene Siskel Film Center  164 N State Chi-
cago  Tickets: http://www.siskelfilmcen-
ter.org/rebelsonpointe

Saturday, Nov. 25
Frontrunners, Frontwalkers Chicago 

Frontrunners, Frontwalkers Chicago Chi-
cago’s LGBT running and walking club. 
Meet at the totem pole   9:00am   Ad-
dison and Lakeshore Dr.  http://www.
frfwchicago.org

Christmas bingo: It’s a Ho-Ho-Holy 
Night Written by Vicki Quade, co-creator 
of Late Nite Catechism, Christmas Bingo 
is the second installment in Quade’s bin-
go series with new material and a special 
twist on the story of the Annunciation. 
Through Dec. 31, 2017. $30  8:00pm   
Royal George Theatre  1641 N Halsted 
St Chicago  312-988-9000  http://www.
nuns4fun.com

Sunday, Nov. 26
Sober Horizons Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous All persons with a desire 
to stop drinking are welcome.  9:30am   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chi-
cago  http://www.chicagoaa.org/about-
caso

Women Aging with Wisdom & Grace Dis-
cussion & Potluck Suggested Reading: 
The Life and Loves of Lena Gaunt by 
Tracy Farr  11:30am - 1:30pm   Women 

& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/bookgroups

Monday, Nov. 27
black & Pink Holiday Card Party An op-

portunity to elevate the voices, stories, 
and leadership of incarcerated LGBTQ 
folks and inspire immediate collective 
action towards abolition. This year, 
there are nearly 14,000 Black & Pink 
members, which means 14,000 holiday 
cards need to be sent out to incarcerat-
ed LGBTQ individuals. The cards we make 
will bring joy, connection and kind-
ness to incarcerated LGBTQ individuals 
while telling prison staff that people on 
the outside are watching. Free event.  
6:00pm - 8:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org/newevents-details.
cfm?ID=14617

Wed., Nov. 29
LGbT Chamber of Commerce Winter 

Soiree Full open bar (sponsored by 
Sidetrack), heavy appetizers, dessert 
station. Drawing for $250 Shaw’s Crab 
House gift card. After party at Sidetrack. 
Business casual or festive winter at-
tire. $90 through Nov. 23; non-members 
$100. 6:30pm - 10:30pm   Stratford on 
the Park, 2300 N. Lincoln Park;  http://
lgbtcc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

I WALK THE ‘LINE’

PoChop will be among
those performing at the 

drag-king event
“Queer Lines.”

Pr photo

Friday, Nov. 24

CLASSIFIEDS
ADOPTION SEARCH ASSISTANCE
Gene Naden is looking for adoptees who are seeking 
their biological relatives. Experienced in genealogy, 
he can help with traditional search methods and DNA 
testing. Free. gene.naden@gmail.com, Chicago-
Gene.com (12/27/17-7)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTNUT CLeANING SeRVICeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARe yoU GoING THRoUGH A DIFFICULT TIme? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
michael J. bland, Psy.D., LCPC. Northside location. 
773-404-8161. michael@blandTherapy.com, www.
blandTherapy.com (9/26/18-52)

HELP WANTED
eNTRePReNeURIAL SPIRITS WANTeD. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(11/29/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
mAKe yoUR DeCK LooK FAbULoUS! Get on our sched-
ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free estimates! Andy onCall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAN mALe mASSeUR London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407  (1/24/18-13) 

what others have—the ability to be contributing 
members of our community. We are grateful for 
the support we have gotten along the way from 
friends, other parents, Oak Park River Forest High 
School, other organizations and even strangers.”
 “Like many parents, we are concerned about 
where Emma will work and live as an adult,” said 
Mascaro. “Only about 15 percent of people with 
disabilities have employment—a shameful sta-
tistic. The old sheltered workshop model (where 
people work in an environment exclusively for 
people with disabilities away from their commu-
nity) is inadequate. When I lost my job, it was 
time for a different adventure. Creating a busi-
ness to include all kinds of workers was an excit-
ing idea.”
 During the daytime, the employees are mostly 
adults with different abilities, and in the eve-
ning a number of high school students help make 
the pies, while on the weekends everyone works 
together. Mascaro noted that having a happy, 
accepting workplace makes all the difference in 
someone’s life.
 Mascaro explained that she feeds people in her 
personal life, so having a food business was al-
ways in the back of her mind. One of Mascaro’s 
friends suggested a cupcake business but that 
was not the right fit for her.
 “The next day, the idea about pie came clearly 
to mind,” said Mascaro. “Pie needs some exact-
ness—the crust—and some creativity—the fill-
ing. It seemed to me that it would speak to the 

strengths and abilities of people who would work 
for us. That began a three-year process of learn-
ing and developing the business, and we keep 
learning every day.”
 “We wanted to have a business where employ-
ees are visible in the community,” said Romine. 
“A place where everyone would feel welcome and 
comfortable and a pie shop fit that idea.”
 The full article is at http://www.windyci-
tymediagroup.com/lgbt/Lesbian-owned-Hap-
py-Apple-Pie-Shop-features-blended-work-
place/61115.html.

employees at Happy Apple Pie Shop.
Photo by Michelle Mascaro

DISH from page 23

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT – THREE BEDROOM 
3 beDRoom APARTmeNT – FoReST PARK  Large vin-
tage apartment with separate dining room, pantry, 
air conditioning, newly refinished hardwood floors. 
Located on tree lined boulevard with large yard. Ga-
rage parking available. 2 blocks to Blue LIne, 3 blocks 
to Hot Madison Street venue. $1575 plus utilities. 
(312) 802-8291 or (708) 695-9303  (11/29/17-2)
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

CALL FOR INFO TODAY
NEW DEVELOPMENTS!

betrealty.com

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
CAR ACCIDENT, WORK INJURY OR ORTHOPAEDIC INJURY

GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC SPINE AND HAND SURGERY
ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.

Conveninetly located at 7200 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
312-654-8800

www.goldcoastorthopaedic.com
¡Se habla Español!

• BACK
• SHOULDER
• ELBOW
• WRIST
• HAND
• HIP
• KNEE
• ANKLE
• FOOT

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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PROFESSIONAL SINGERS FROM 

CABARET, THEATER AND OPERA 
JOIN FORCES TO SUPPORT AND REMEMBER THOSE AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS 

SCHEDULED ARTISTS INCLUDE 
CHICAGO CABARET PROFESSIONS MEMBERS

Kevin Wood, Beckie Menzie, Tom Michael, Carla Gordon, Cynthia Clarey, David Edelfelt, 
Denise McGowan Tracy, Cheryl Szucsits, along with Amanda Marchesci, Jessie Oliver, 

Katherine Werbiansky, Jeremy Cohn, Amy Friedl Stoner, Amy Malaney and David Meulemans

SPONSOR PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 

Friday, December 1 at 7pm
Ebenezer Lutheran Church

1650 W. Foster, Chicago
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 

www.brownpapertickets.com

BENEFIT CONCERT
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