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Anyone seeking in-person assistance for insurance enrollment can 
schedule an appointment by calling us at 773.388.1600. One of our 
insurance navigators will reach out to you within three business days 
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Open Enrollment for health insurance is only 
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Don’t miss it!
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JoYnT EFFoRT 
Chase Joynt (left) organized an event 
that featured ACLU attorney Chase 
Strangio.
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

Above: WCT reviews Dream Freaks Fall from Space.
Photo by todd Rosenberg
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By LiSA Keen
Keen neWS SeRViCe

Tuesday was a good night for LGBT candidates 
and an historic one for transgender candidates. 
There were at least 72 openly LGBT candidates in 
23 states. Of those, 55 percent won, 35 percent 
lost.

Lesbian Jenny Durkan handily won election as 
mayor of Seattle, one of the fastest growing cit-
ies in the country and the eighth largest con-
tainer port in the U.S. Durkan replaces Seattle’s 
first openly gay mayor, Ed Murray, who resigned 
in September after allegations surfaced from five 
men who said Murray sexually abused them as 
teenagers. (Murray denied the allegations.) The 
Seattle Post Intelligencer said Durkan’s opponent 
tried to link her with Murray. Though her oppo-
nent has not yet conceded the race, results sug-
gest Durkan took more than 60 percent of the 
vote. She was the first openly gay person Presi-
dent Obama appointed as a U.S. attorney.

Also in Seattle, lesbian challenger Mitzi Jo-
hanknecht, 58, appeared to defeat incumbent 
John Urquhart in a race for King County Sheriff. 
Johanknecht is in charge of one of the sheriff 
office’s precincts and ran against Urquhart, say-
ing he mistreated employees, especially women. 
She’s been on the force for three decades, and 
Urquhart had recently accused of rape by a former 
female deputy. 

Danica Roem won a stunning victory to the 
Virginia House of Delegates against a candidate 
who had made a name for himself trying to ban 
transgender people from public restrooms. Ac-
cording to the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund, 
which was supporting 61 of the 72 LGBT candi-
dates Tuesday, the win in Virginia made Roem the 
first out transgender person to win and serve in 
a state legislature and the only out transgender 
state legislator in the U.S. (A number of sources 
subsequently have pointed out that Althea Gar-
rison, a Republican of Boston, was the first Af-
rican American transgender person to be elected 
to a statewide position. She won election to, and 
served a term in, the Massachusetts State House 
in 1992. Garrison has never voluntarily identified 
as transgender, but following her election, a Bos-
ton Herald reporter outed her after finding a birth 
certificate indicating she had been identified as 
male at birth.)

In Minneapolis, another Victory Fund backed 
transgender candidate, Andrea Jenkins, won 70 
percent of the vote to become the first transgen-
der woman of color elected to office in a major 
U.S. city. Jenkins won a seat on the Minneapolis 
City Council. Vote counts in that city (which al-
lows voters to indicate first, second, and third 
choices) are still underway and Wednesday morn-
ing, the Star Tribune says another transgen-
der candidate, Phillipe Cunningham, still has a 
chance to win a seat held by the current Council 
president. Lesbian activist Jillia Pessenda is also 

in a very tight race for a seat. (Cunningham has 
been declared the winner, having won 51.7 per-
cent of the vote. The victory makes him the sec-
ond African American transgender member of the 
Minneapolis City Council. Pessenda’s opponent 
eeked out a 51 percent vote to secure his seat.)

Tyler Titus became the first transgender can-
didate to win elective office in Pennsylvania. He 
won a seat on the school board for Erie.

There were only five LGBT candidates for state 
legislative offices Tuesday; three of them were 
incumbents who won re-election: Tim Eustace 
and Reed Gusciora of New Jersey and Mark Levine 
of Virginia. Danica Roem was the newcomer who 
won in Virginia. And Luis Lopez advanced to a 
run-off for a California Assembly seat represent-
ing Los Angeles December 5.

Mayoral races
Of the 72 LGBT candidates Tuesday, 67 ran for 

local offices –12 for mayor, 41 for city council 
seats, seven for local school boards, and seven 
for various other local positions. 

Only five out of the 12 mayoral candidates won 
Tuesday night –newcomer Jenny Durkan in Seat-
tle and four incumbents (Alex Morse in Holyoke, 
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LGBT wins impact
political landscape

Lesbian Seattle Mayor-elect Jenny Durkan. 
image from campaign page
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Mass.; Sean Strub in Milford, Pa.; Lydia Lavelle 
in Carrboro, NC; and Patrick Wojahn in College 
Park, Md.).

— In Atlanta, long-time lesbian activist and 
politico Cathy Woolard came in third among 12 
candidates for mayor. Woolard, a former Atlanta 
City Council president, garnered 17 percent of 
the vote behind the second place winner. The top 
two vote getters will battle it out in a run-off 
December 5. 

— In Hoboken, New Jersey, Councilman Mi-
chael DeFusco, 35, failed in his bid to become 
the city’s first openly gay mayor. The six-person 
race was marred near the end when anonymous 
flyers tried to portray the campaign leader and 
eventual winner, a Sikh, as a terrorist. The flyer 
included De Fusco’s name in a way that made it 
look like his campaign created the ad. But De-
Fusco’s denounced the flyer as racist and “dis-
gusting.” 

— Paul Prevey, a former openly gay member 
of the Salem City Council, came up short in his 
bid to unseat three-term incumbent Mayor Kim 
Driscoll of Salem, Massachusetts.

Major city contests
— In Atlanta, Councilman Alex Wan was the top 

vote-getter in a race for City Council president, 
but he must now face the second place candidate 
in a run-off. Lesbian newcomer Liliana Bakhtiari 
almost won a Council seat from an incumbent. At 
midnight, she was leading with 54 percent of the 
vote, but by morning, she had garnered only 49 
percent and the incumbent had enough votes to 
avoid a run-off. But two gay male candidates, Bill 
Powell and Kirk Rich, fell short in their bids for 
Atlanta City Council seats. And Josh McNair came 
in third in his bid for a seat on the Fulton County 
Commission.

— In Boston, newcomer Mike Kelley, an aide 
to former Mayor Tom Menino, came within 500 
votes of winning a Council seat against the son 
of another former Boston mayor, Ray Flynn. The 
seat represents the district that includes heavily 
gay South End. In Cambridge, Mass., long-time 
incumbent Denise Simmons, the first openly les-
bian African American mayor in the U.S., appears 
to have easily won re-election to her ninth term 
on the Council.

— In Cincinnati, openly gay Ryan Messer was 
the top vote-getter out of 13 candidates vying 
for four seats on the city’s board of education. 
Lesbian candidate Renee Hevia appears to have 
come in fifth place, just 100 votes behind the 
fourth place winner. (The vote is so close, there 
may be a recount after provisional ballots are 
counted.)

— In New Orleans, gay candidate Seth Bloom 
has won the right to a run-off November 18 
against another challenger for a vacant seat. 
Bloom was the top vote-getter, with 40 percent 
of the vote. His run-off challenger garnered 27 
percent, and four other candidates split the re-
maining 33 percent.

— In Lansing, Michigan, openly gay school 
board member Pete Spadafore won an at-large 
seat on the City Council, while newcomer Jim Mc-
Clurken lost a bid for a district Council seat.

— And in Palm Springs, voters gave their two 

vacant City Council seats to a transgender woman 
and a bisexual woman. Lisa Middleton’s victory 
makes her the first transgender person to win a 
non-judicial elective office in California. Middle-
ton and Christy Holstege, who is married to a man 
but identifies as a member of the LGBT commu-
nity, were the top two vote-getters in a field of 
six candidates.

— A gay candidate for City Council in Cape 
Coral, Florida, found a flyer on this front door 
in August, threatening him with a “nice visit” 
from the Ku Klux Klan. James Schneider, 54, said, 
“I’m a gay, Jewish, German man” and that he 
considers the flyer a hate crime. The flyer said, 
“We know where you live faggot….quit now….” 
He told the local News-Press that photos of him 
with gay slurs have also been posted on Face-
book in the area. Meanwhile, another local paper, 
the Cape Coral Daily Breeze, endorsed Schneider’s 
opponent. The opponent won with 68 percent of 
the vote.

©2017 Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.

LANDSCAPE from page 4
AVER hosts 
Veterans’
Day dinner

A Veterans Day dinner was 
hosted, as it is each year, by the 
Chicago chapter of the American 
Veterans for Equal Rights on Nov. 
11 at Ann Sathers Restaurant on 
Belmont Aveneu. 

Recently installed chapter pres-
ident Heather Yang spoke to the 
group about lessons learned from 
her Army combat experience and 
was presented the chapter’s annu-
al Happy Warrior award by chap-
ter vice president and treasurer 
Ed Wosylus. Further coverage and 
more photos online at windycity-
mediagroup.com.ed Wosylus and Heather yang. 

Photo by hal baim

Shifting through the Snow

Ten new shifter stories o’er the month of December ... reading all the way

Featuring stories from Neil S. Plakcy, Laura Baumbach, 
Jenn Dease, Shawn Bailey, Pelaam, Nina R. Schluntz, Terry Poole, 

Shiloh Saddler, Mark C. Wade and ...
... a special detective Rudolph from Mark Zubro

THE NEW ANTHOLOGY FROM MLR PRESS

ANTHOLOGY AvAiLABLE 
AS AN EBOOk

the reinDeer
ConunDruM

STORY AvAiLABLE AS AN 
EBOOk AND iN PAPERBACk 

DECEMBER 8

EXCERPT NUMBER ONE 
BEGiNS NEXT WEEk iN 

WiNDY CiTY TiMES!

GET THE EBOOk NOW AT
www.mlrpress.com or www.amazon.com

http://www.mlrpress.com


By AngeLique SMiTH

A staple at the famous West Berlin cabaret Chez 
Nous, Marlow La Fantastique has taken the art 
of drag and her legendary fan dance all over the 
world. Born and raised in Bronzeville on Chica-
go’s Near South Side, Marlow used to perform at 
the historic Regal theater nearby, was a regular in 
the ballroom scene and was also featured as the 
contestant Miss Chicago in the 1968 cult-film, 
The Queen. 

With a blunt confidence amplified by a formi-
dable and elegant presence, Marlow is not one 
for titles. If asked, she calls herself a “travesti,” 
eschewing both the antiquated terms of her trade 
for much of her career, ranging from “mimic” to 
“female impersonator,” but also hesitant to use 
the labels of today, including transgender, to de-
scribe her life as a “whole lady.”

Windy City Times sat down with the interna-
tionally acclaimed performer in advance of the 
cabaret-inspired Nov. 18 event in her honor, 
where she will be sharing her life stories and 
watching the stylings of Chicago dancer Darling 
Shear, who specializes in recreating historical 
dance numbers. The historic Chez Nous will come 
alive for this special show curated by Nicole Erin 
Morse and also featuring Chase Joynt.

Windy City Times: you performed a lot in 
[Chicago, before going to Berlin]. i think i 
read something about the Regal …

Marlow La Fantastique: The original Regal: the 
one on 47th and King Drive, which was [once] 
South Parkway. That was fantastic! We went there 
as kids because it was only a dollar and a quarter. 
We got to see all the stars; we saw Sammy Davis 
Jr., Etta James, Dinah Washington. All the stars 
in our community were there. If they weren’t 
working at the Regal and the Tivoli in Chicago 
and at the Apollo in New York, then they weren’t 
necessarily a top-of-the-line artist. Even though 
it didn’t amount to anything here in the city of 
Chicago, because most of the people in the city 
wouldn’t go near 47th Street. When Josephine 
Baker came to town, she did two shows. One for 
the South Side at the Regal and downtown for 
the North Side. That was really a treat and I have 
photos to prove it. 

WCT: Tell us more about your time in new 
york and in the balls. 

MLF: The oldest here used to be held at the Col-
iseum, which used to be at 14th and Wabash. The 
balls in New York were nice, [too]. The girls were 
faster, more naughty. They would copy everything 
I would do. The balls had their little groups, like 
House of LaBeija. Crystal was the president, when 
she would come to the ball they all would be 
waiting for her because she was well-known. The 
little houses would be at the ball, rolling their 
eyes, switching around and throwing attitude. It 

was something! In Manhattan Center, that was 
one of the grand ones. Lots of people, lots of big 
shots. You’d see [fashion] designers there to steal 
the ideas from the girls and then [the designers] 
would get all the fame. 

WCT: What would you say is one of your fa-
vorite memories from the balls?

MLF: I created the mirror dress. That was one 
of my favorites and I had the fans, too. I hid 
hooks on the dress under a feather coat. Now this 
was at the Coliseum. I threw the coat down, then 
took the fans and posed with them. You can see 
them on my internet [site]. It was a big hit! And 
all of the big shots at the time of our community, 
they were the judges. But they had it rigged for 
this girl [who had] on a plain satin dress. Every-
body knew she didn’t deserve to get that prize! 
The girls I brought with from New York were furi-
ous and they actually took the trophies and threw 
them. That was a big scandal! They fled for their 
lives and we stormed out of that ballroom furi-
ous. I was through with the balls then. That was 
in ’65. 

And then came Flawless Sabrina, she produced 
a movie, The Queen. That became a pageant. That 
was also rigged, but we knew it—it was a movie. 
She had it rigged for her best friend and another 
friend. So, me and Crystal [LaBeija] were lucky 
that we got picked. If you ever saw the movie, 
you can see Sabrina gave a smirk when I was 
picked as fourth runnerup because they were ex-
pecting someone else. But see, the judges truly 
had picked us. 

WCT: What was it like performing at Chez 
nous and being a person of color in Berlin at 
that time?

MLF: In Europe, you are interesting because of 
your color and I didn’t know that. When I left 
the Jewel Box Revue, which was a famous fe-
male impersonator show—that’s what they called 
them at the time—there was a lot of girls but 
not enough work. [There was a] club in Green-
wich Village called the Crazy Horse Saloon and 
some artists from Europe came over and got me 
interested [in going to Europe]. And I was work-
ing on Stonewall with Stormé [DeLarverie]—we 
were going to protest against the police. Before 
that happened, my contract came to go to Chez 
Nous in Berlin and that was in 1968 [before the 
riots took place in 1969]. They were building it 
up. Stormé is the most well-known male imper-
sonator in the world. She would sing bass and 
baritone in the show … the title was, “25 Men 
and 1 Girl,” and they’d try to pick who was the 
girl in the show and they’d never pick Stormé … 
and she was the only girl! They’d pick me or other 
ones they thought looked feminine. But Stormé 
was dressed as a guy, she had the moustache and 
the short hair. She looked fabulous! You’ve got 
to look her up! Anyway, at Chez Nous, I started 

being creative and getting more contracts and 
bookings. I had lists of agents to call, I was re-
ally busy! I was traveling everywhere, meeting all 
kinds of people, princes in Malaysia and Germany, 
drinking champagne.

WCT: And you found europe to be welcom-
ing?

MLF: A lot of politicians and stars would come 
into Chez Nous. It was very well-known. In fact, 
only people who had money would come in. The 
average person [couldn’t] pay that high cover 
charge. That went through 1969. I had a year-
and-a-half contract there, then I started touring 
all over Germany, Switzerland and down in Am-
sterdam and Belgium. There was plenty of work. 

In America, they had places [to work], but they 
just weren’t accepting at the time. How many 
clubs are open now? Baton. There’s nothing in 
San Francisco. Finocchio’s Club, it’s gone. The 82 
Club in New York, it’s gone. Europe—they’re dy-
ing out, kind of. The best one now is in Hamburg 
and it’s called, Pulverfass [Cabaret]. I always 
make a point when I go to Berlin to visit, we 
take the train to go to Hamburg to see the show. 

WCT: What do you think has changed in 
terms of the show? Do you see that they 
pulled through a lot of traditions?

MLF: There was not playback [lip-synching]. 
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Fantastic in any
language: Talking with
Marlow La Fantastique

Marlow La Fantastique at Chez nous. 
Photo from la Fantastique’s personal collection, used with permission.
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Darlene R. Stille died Oct. 28 of colon cancer. 
She was 75.
 At the time of her death, Stille was living in 
New Buffalo, Michigan, with her partner of 40 
years, Cynthia Marquard. The couple lived togeth-
er in Chicago for many years and were instrumen-
tal parts of the LGBTQ business, philanthropic 
and advocacy communities.
 Rev. Dr. Emilie Townes, Dean of Vanderbilt Uni-
versity School of Divinity, performed their com-
mitment ceremony at Evanston’s Christ the Re-
deemer MCC Church in 1988. Stille was active for 
many years in MCC churches in the Chicagoland 
area and later in Indiana.
 Stille was born April 17, 1942, in Chicago and 
spent her childhood in Logan Square before mov-
ing to the Norwood Park neighborhood during 
her teenage years. She graduated from Taft High 
School in 1960.  
 During her college years, she wanted to be a 
doctor and looked into medical schools but ad-
mission was difficult for women. She went to Uni-
versity of Illinois at Navy Pier and transferred to 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana where 
she received her bachelor’s of arts in English Lit-
erature with an emphasis in science writing.
 Stille’s storied career began at Encyclopedia 
Britannica during 1967-1968, when she was the 
production editor. She moved on to become a 
staff editor at Compton’s Encyclopedia and Year 
Book from 1968-1971 and editor at World Book 
Yearbook and Science Year publications from 
1971-1978.
 She moved to Science Year exclusively in 1978 
to become associate editor in charge of the en-
tire publication and stayed there until 1991. 

Following those positions, she became the man-
aging editor at World Book Annuals Editorial 
Department 1991-1994 and executive editor dur-
ing 1994-1996. She served as editor-in-chief of 
World Book Annuals and Online Services in 1996 
until her retirement in 2002.
 While at World Book she interviewed many fa-
mous people, including then-President Jimmy 
Carter in the Oval Office.
 Among the many books she wrote were Extraor-
dinary Women in Science and Extraordinary Wom-
en in Medicine (both for high school students) 
and more than 150 science and technology chil-
dren’s books. She also wrote travel articles for 
Outlines newspaper and later Windy City Times 
over a 20-year period.
 She was the chair of Women Employed from 
1973-1976 and a member of the American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science and the 
National Association Science Writers.
 While at Women Employed, Stille worked to 
ensure that Chicagoland area corporations pro-
vided equal pay and better working conditions for 
women.
 Stille is survived by Marquard as well as many 
close friends and cousins.  
 “Darlene was active in the formation and ex-
pansion of the IGLTA [International Gay and 
Lesbian Travel Association] travel organization,” 
said Marquard. “She attended all the trips and 
conventions … busily taking notes so that she 
could return to Chicago and write/edit her ar-
ticles for Outlines and later Windy City Times. 
She made sure that all details that would inter-
est LGBT travelers were included. We were invited 
to join IGLTA due to our travel business, Envoy 

Travel, in its second formative year and remained 
active for over 25 years. I was fortunate to en-
joy Darlene’s wit and fun-loving personality for 
40 years. Whether it was a Halloween party or a 
protest march she always kept the crowd enter-
tained. Her personality was larger than life and I 
will miss her terribly.”
 “Darlene and Cynthia were major donors to LCCP 
from the beginning,” said Jessica Halem, former 
executive director of the Lesbian Community Care 
Project, then known as the Lesbian Community 
Cancer Project. “There was not an event or fund-
raising appeal that did not include them helping 
make it successful with their time and money. But 
even more important was their friendship over 
the years which helped all of us working on staff 
and the board keep moving forward.”
 “When I worked with Darlene at World Book 

from 1996-2003, she was instrumental in help-
ing the company successfully navigate a har-
rowing time for reference book publishers,” said 
long-time friend and former co-worker Jennifer 
Parello. “This was after the advent of the CD-ROM 
encyclopedia, which destroyed the market for 
huge—and hugely expensive—print encyclope-
dia sets in the home. And the rapid rise of the 
internet during these years posed an even greater 
threat by delivering information very quickly and 
at no cost. Darlene took the lead in creating an 
aggressive editorial strategy that was responsible 
for World Book’s first digital products. Her efforts 
were responsible for helping World Book survive 
in an environment that destroyed many other 
publishers.”

PAssAGEs

Author/editor
Darlene R. Stille

Darlene R. Stille (left) and Cynthia Marquard. 
Photo courtesy of vicky drieslein
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The 82 Club had a band in the back. The Jewel 
Box had a full orchestra. They all were live bands 
and you had to sing live. And there was always 
a live emcee, because you have to have of jokes. 
People don’t always want to see the glamour act. 
Like Liza Minnelli: she did glamour, but there was 
comedy, too. My friend Ricky Renee worked in the 
movie [Cabaret] with her. She’s the oldest female 
impersonator … still around. She lives in Nurem-
berg and she was in the film as Elke. 

WCT: What about RuPaul’s Drag Race? How 
do you compare that, because it seems to be a 
very successful industry he’s created? 

MLF: Oh, yeah. But he didn’t really create it; 
he added to it. He just came along and happened 
to get in the door. He was not there during the 
rough times, so to speak. ... Because [back] then, 
with female impersonation, they had a law, you 
couldn’t even get dressed to go out with nothing 
on that was female attire. Police would arrest you 
for every little thing. Oh, that was such a crime 
back in the ’50s and the ’60s! You couldn’t walk 
these streets. On the North Side they were hang-

ing on Clark and Division, around the Gold Coast. 
And they didn’t want them in the neighborhood, 
they were jumping them there in the ’50s. 

In the ’60s, they were very nasty to people from 
the South Side; they would use the N-word all day 
long until you left their neighborhood. And then 
on top of that, they would arrest you. They’d say 
you were hustling, loitering, prostituting. The 
answer to RuPaul, see, he didn’t go through all 
that. We led the way. That’s why Stonewall came 
about. Picking on those that were feminine. They 
would arrest and harass you every moment they 
see you. They must have had the roll call, “Go 
out and get them today.” … Like we were such 
villains. We weren’t bothering nobody. We just 
wanted to live our lives and that’s the way we 
were doing it. 

People can hear many more stories from 
Marlow at “An evening at Chez nous,” Satur-
day, nov. 18 at the Logan Center for the Arts, 
915 e. 60th St. For free tickets and more in-
formation about the event, visit tiny.cc/che-
znous. See more about Marlow here: https://

marlowlafantastique.weebly.com/.
More about the show: “For 50 years, the West 

Berlin cabaret Chez Nous was a star-studded 
dance club, visited by celebrities and featured in 
Hollywood films. Chez Nous celebrated the art-
istry of female impersonators and trans women, 
including Coccinelle, the first French trans woman 
to legally change her name following gender-con-
firmation surgery; Ricky Reneé, a drag performer 
who played Elke in Cabaret (1972); and Chicago’s 
own Marlow La Fantastique, an internationally 
acclaimed performer now residing in Bronzeville 
in her retirement. 

“An Evening at Chez Nous” brings that his-
tory alive with a cabaret-inspired event includ-
ing clips of the cabaret’s revue from the 1970s, 
scenes from films set at the night club starring 
Michael Caine and Omar Sharif, Chicago dancer 
Darling Shear recreating Marlow’s fan dance, and 
Marlow La Fantastique herself, sharing her stories 
and memories of the famous dance club. The eve-
ning’s emcee will be filmmaker and SSHRC Post-
doctoral Fellow Chase Joynt.”Marlow La Fantastique. 

Photo by hal baim

 

“Darlene lived a life that was shaped and molded 
by love,” said Townes. “For her, love was not a 
possession. Nor was it something you hoarded or 
withheld if you disagreed with folks. It was not 
something you use as a weird measuring stick of 
who gets counted as human and worthy of our 
respect and love. The love Darlene knew and 
shared was certainly not about counting up who 
can be tossed aside as expendable or irredeem-
able or simply unacknowledged with disdain and 
arrogant fear. She definitely did not slot people 
into roles that never change. To be around her, 
you knew that you were with someone who was 
deeply invested in creating a just world home for 
all of us to live in.”
 “Darlene was one of the most perceptive people 
I ever met. She was very intelligent, quick to 
analyze a situation and went out of her way to 
make those around her feel comfortable and wel-
come. She and Cynthia had many women friends, 
but they both made sure that they also had men 
friends and straight friends. I like to think this 
says something about who Darlene was, and why 
her relationship with Cynthia lasted an amazing 
four decades. She was open-minded, understand-
ing, willing to listen to others’ points of view, 
patient, caring, non-judgmental and perceptive. 
I will miss her very much.
 Visitation was Nov. 2 at Sommerfeld Smith Fu-
neral Home in New Buffalo, Michigan; the funeral 
took place Nov. 3 at St. Andrews by the Lake Epis-
copal Church in Michigan City, Indiana. Townes 
led the service with assistance from Rev. Michael 
Cooper of MCC Illiana.
 Marquard has asked that memorials be sent to 
the Beneficiary Ruszkowski Educational Fund, c/o 
Fifth Third Bank, 1 W. Buffalo St, New Buffalo, MI 
49117.

MARLOW from page 6

DARLENE from page 8
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By CARRie MAxWeLL

Academy Award–winning documentary filmmaker 
and activist Debra Chasnoff, 60, died Nov. 7 of 
metastatic breast cancer at her home in San Fran-
cisco.
 Known as “Chas” by almost everyone, she was 
nationally known as a visionary filmmaker and an 
LGBTQ rights champion as well as a social justice 
educator.
 Chasnoff made history at the 64th annual Acad-
emy Awards in 1992, when she thanked her then-
partner Mimi Kim Klausner (the first lesbian to 
do so) during her acceptance speech (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1uXQ5xcMHc) for 
her win in the Best Documentary Short category 
for Deadly Deception: General Electric, Nuclear 
Weapons and Our Environment. As Chasnoff left 
the podium, she also said “Boycott GE,” creating 
a stir among Oscar attendees and viewers.
 At the time of her death, Chasnoff was a senior 
producer and president of GroundSpark, a non-
profit company she founded that produces and 
distributes films focusing on a wide range of LG-
BTQ and other progressive social-justice issues. 
In 1992, she co-created GroundSpark’s Respect 
For All Project which “facilitates the development 
of inclusive, bias-free schools and communities 
by providing media resources, support and train-
ing to youth, educators and service providers.”
 Among the films Chasnoff produced and di-
rected under the Respect For All Project banner 
are Straightlaced—How Gender’s Got Us All Tied 
Up, It’s Elementary—Talking About Gay Issues 
in School, It’s STILL Elementary, Let’s Get Real 
and That’s a Family!, which was screened at the 
Clinton White House in 2000 to more than 100 
national children’s, family, education and civil-
rights organization leaders.
 In 1984, Chasnoff directed and co-produced her 
first film with Klausner, the groundbreaking docu-
mentary, Choosing Children, focusing on same-
sex parenting. The documentary interviewed six 
lesbian-headed families in which children came 
via adoption, donor insemination, foster parent-
ing and other means.
 Although Chasnoff received accolades for her 
other films, she considered Choosing Children 
her most important film because, as she said in a 
2013 Blog Talk Radio interview, “It is no longer 
assumed that you cannot parent just because you 
are gay, and we played a role in making that cul-
ture shift possible. I am very proud of that.”
 In addition to her role at GroundSpark, Chas-
noff was a member/owner of New Day Films (a 
filmmaker-run distribution company that pro-
vides award-winning films to educators, commu-
nity groups, government agencies, public librar-
ies and businesses) since 1996.
 Chasnoff came to New Day Films because she 

wanted to distribute her film, It’s Elementary—
Talking About Gay Issues in School, to schools 
and community organizations. The film was 
prompted in part by her son entering elementary 
school and focused on the bias, homophobia and 
misunderstanding about what it means to be gay 
or lesbian or the children of gay or lesbian par-
ents. She brought seven films to New Day and es-
tablished the co-op as a leader in LGBTQ-themed 
films. Additionally, she served two terms as its 
steering committee chair and mentored dozens 
of less-experienced filmmakers.
 She also produced and directed (in partnership 
with the National Center for Lesbian Rights) One 
Wedding and a Revolution focusing on the first 
same-sex wedding in San Francisco’s City Hall, of 
Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon in 2004 and Celebrat-
ing the Life of Del Martin in 2011.
 Chasnoff was born Oct. 12, 1957, in Philadel-
phia and grew up in a Maryland suburb of Wash-
ington, D.C. She got her BA in economics from 
Wellesley College in 1978 and moved to Boston 
following graduation, where she volunteered with 
the anti-nuke Clamshell Alliance and worked for 
Dollars and Sense Magazine. While in Boston she 
met and started a romantic relationship with 
Klausner. They moved to San Francisco and soon 
after started the LGBTQ arts and culture focused 
Outlook Magazine.  
 Among her many awards and accolades are 
the Wallace A. Gerbode Foundation Fellowship 
for outstanding non-profit leadership, the Path-
finder Award from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN) and the first alum-
nae achievement award in documentary filmmak-
ing from Wellesley. She has also won numerous 
awards for her individual films across the country, 
including at many LGBTQ film festivals.
 Chasnoff was appointed by then-Mayor Art Ag-
nos to San Francisco’s Film and Video Arts Com-
mission and was on Frameline’s (San Francisco 
International LGBTQ Film Festival) advisory board 
and the boards of Jewish Voices for Peace and 
PowerUp.
 Additionally, Chasnoff was a visiting scholar 
in public policy at Mills College and a Woodrow 
Wilson Visiting Fellow. She was also a lecturer at 
numerous college campuses. Chasnoff’s films are 
housed in San Francisco Public Library’s LGBTQIA 
Archival Collection.  
 Chasnoff is survived by her wife, Nancy Otto 
(glass sculptor and a non-profit fundraising con-
sultant), two sons—Noah Klausner Chasnoff and 
Oscar Chasnoff Klausner; father Joel Chasnoff, 
sister Lori Chasnoff Langford of Marshall, Virgin-
ia, and brother Jordan Chasnoff of Washington, 
D.C.,as well as countless friends, collaborators 
and chosen family members.
 “Debra was my first true love, my co-director/
co-producer on my most creative and meaning-

ful work and the mother of our sons, Noah and 
Oscar,” said her former partner Klausner. “Long 
live her legacies and may her memory be for a 
blessing.”
 “My story with Chas began a little more than 
a century ago, when our great-grandparents 
came from Eastern Europe to settle on a farm 
in Connecticut,” said her cousin, Chicago-based 
filmmaker Salome Chasnoff. “But until about 
a decade ago, we did not know we shared this 
story. Somehow along the way family ties had 
been broken and the story was disrupted, like so 
many diasporic histories. In the 1990s, when I 
was involved with Women in the Director’s Chair 
and we would screen Chas’s films, I would say 
‘no’ when people asked if we were related. About 
10 years ago we learned that we were cousins: 
Our grandfathers had been brothers. We were de-
lighted and fascinated to see the many uncanny 
similarities in our lives. We were both filmmakers 
focusing our lens on LGBTQIA youth stories and 
social-justice education, and we both started me-
dia organizations, Groundspark and Beyondmedia 
Education, to expand media access to underrep-
resented and misrepresented voices.
 “We wondered if DNA had anything to do with 
it. We also wondered how and why our grandfa-
thers got separated from each other. It will be 
three years in January that we first got the idea 
to make a movie together, and that decision set 
us on a thrilling journey of discovery. Finding 
over 100 new relatives was an incredible mid-life 
gift—especially for Chas, who had a successful 
career, an amazing family and a close-knit com-
munity of friends but no connection to an ex-
tended family. We brought them all together for 
a great family gathering that we filmed in June 
2016, everyone sharing stories to piece together 
our family history. Since then, Chas and I have 
been organizing and transcribing hours and hours 
of footage and envisioning our immigration story. 
Chas was a marvelous storyteller. I pray she will 
continue to sit with me and whisper in my ear as 
I carry on with our work.”

 “Chas was remarkable in so many very ways—
she was brilliant, visionary, courageous—a 
trailblazing leader,” said close friend and fellow 
filmmaker Lidia Szajko. “She was a loving and 
devoted friend with a great sense of humor and 
playfulness, and a big, beautiful, generous spirit. 
Her relationship with her wife Nancy was bursting 
with love and mutual respect and care—a model 
for us all.”
 “The impact of her many films stand on their 
own, but her impact on the filmmaking and the 
film-self-distribution community, and on its indi-
vidual participants, was perhaps an even greater 
example of how she made a difference in this 
world and how she will be remembered by her 
peers,” said close friend and fellow New Day 
member Rick Goldsmith.       
 “I met Chas within the first six months of serv-
ing as Mayor Daley’s liaison to the LGBTQ com-
munity,” said activist, filmmaker and The Morten 
Group President Mary Morten. “She had produced 
the ground-breaking film, It’s Elementary: Talk-
ing about Gay Issues in School. With a coalition, 
we got the film into every single Chicago Public 
School and this became an inaugural project for 
what would become the Illinois Safe Schools Alli-
ance.
 “Ten years later, she came to Chicago to do a 
followup film lifting up why we must continue this 
professional development work in our schools. 
We worked together for several years on educator 
trainings after I left my my position and started 
The Morten Group. I was completely enamored by 
her and her production company since they were 
doing the work I wanted to do as a filmmaker. She 
was a visionary and a true champion for justice 
and equity. She will be sorely missed. We are for-
tunate her work will live on forever.”
 “Debra’s film Choosing Children, which docu-
mented some of the first lesbians to have chil-
dren after coming out, offered role models and 
inspiration to many queer women who had never 
before thought that they could become parents,” 
said Mombian (a GLAAD Media Award-winning 
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blog and newspaper column for LGBTQ parents) 
Founder and Publisher Dana Rudolph. “Her sub-
sequent educational films then supported these 
families—as well as many others—by showing 
teachers and children how to create classrooms 
that were welcoming to all LGBTQ families today, 
mine included.”
 “Debra’s pioneering work and bold voice 
changed the world,” said GLSEN Executive Di-
rector Eliza Byard. “Her film Choosing Children 
showed us that parenting was possible for lesbi-
ans and gay men, and in 1996 she sparked a revo-
lution in public understanding of LGBTQ issues in 
schools with It’s Elementary. ... Millions of people 
around the world heard her thank her then ‘life 
partner,’ Kim Klausner, when accepting an Oscar 
in 1992 for best documentary short. Lesbians ev-
erywhere, myself included, cheered wildly.

 “Chas used film to move us all forward, and 
make sure that families like hers and mine, and 
children like the children we once were, would 
not be invisible or ignored. Her leadership at New 
Day Films supported the work of truly indepen-
dent filmmakers. I was honored to know Chas and 
to help her fundraise for It’s Elementary in the 
early 1990s. I looked up to Chas. I was inspired—
and, often, challenged—by her. Her passing is a 
gigantic loss for filmmakers and for the LGBTQ 
community.”
 In lieu of flowers, Chasnoff’s family and friends 
have requested that any donations in her memory 
be sent to finish the film, Prognosis, she was 
making about her battle with cancer https://
groundspark.org/get-involved and/or https://
spiritrock.org/donate.

New HIV reporting
scholarship launches

The nonprofit Bodies on the Line HIV jour-
nalism memorial project has announced a new 
HIV reporting scholarship, “The Kiki.” 

The Kiki is designed to support working jour-
nalists in different media to report on frontline 
issues of the HIV epidemic that are underre-
ported today. The Kiki is named after Curtis 
“Kiki” Mason, an HIV-positive columnist for 
POZ magazine who died of AIDS in 1996.

A single $5,000 inaugural award is being of-
fered. The call for entries has started; the dead-
line for applications is Dec. 7. A finalist will 
be announced Jan. 7, 2018, for reporting to 
be completed over a six-month period in 2018.

Information about The Kiki, including eligi-
bility and submission details, are available at 
BodiesOnTheLine.org or kikihivfund@gmail.
com.

‘4-Star City’ launches 
campaign on 
homelessness

A new integrated ad campaign seeking to 
create awareness and empathy for Chicagoans 
who cope with homelessness while living on 
the street has launched, according to the Chi-
cago Coalition for the Homeless.

Developed pro bono by marketing commu-
nications firm MARC USA, the integrated cam-
paign plays on Chicago’s four-star city flag.

The “4-Star City” campaign features 30- and 
60-second videos running as broadcast and 
digital PSAs, with print and outdoor versions. 
The main video can be accessed at https://
youtu.be/Tea-bp6ewxE.
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Dorky dykes 
 
I suppose I’m at my dorkiest about my stuffed ani-
mals. I have my first teddy bear, Buzz. I have the 
two cats Carol from Connecticut sent: Elga Wasser-
man (after my first attorney) and the appealingly 
homely Samo. Of course, I’ve kept the last one my 
mother gave me, a high femme rabbit in an extraor-
dinary Easter bonnet who I may finally name. I’m 
thinking: Karin Kallmaker.

It’s Patty the Publisher’s fault. I never thought 
of myself as dorky until she told me the ways she’s 
dorky. Not that there’s anything wrong with a grown 
person traveling around North America and Western 
Europe to visit Hard Rock Cafes for the sole purpose 
of purchasing empty, Café branded beer steins.

This could be a whole new industry: Dorky Travel 
Destinations Unlimited. Bigger than Olivia, bigger 
than RSVP, bigger than Royal Caribbean and Holland 
America combined.

I have no fear of becoming a hoarder, and no 
shame. It’s a requirement of dorkiness to feel no 
shame.

The dawn of dorky came early for me. I have not 
been able to discard a post card since I was an ado-
lescent, a time when I should have been at the peak 
of coolness. The cards have been sitting useless 
in gaudy cookie tins for decades, but recently, my 
sweetheart came upon a sweetheart deal: free card 
racks from a bookstore going out of business.

Yes, I married another semi-pro dork. Postcards 
are one of the common passions that brought us 
together. A 1950’s giveaway postcard of a boring 

turquoise and pink motel will have us beyond our-
selves with excitement. If the motel’s neon sign is 
included, that’s a definite bonus: the Sea Breeze Mo-
tel, the Hillcrest, the Silver Moon, the Summit, the 
Oasis—all time-honored humdrum names glamorized 
by neon.

Dorkiest Confession: I loved the film “Napoleon 
Dynamite.” I even possess Napoleon Dynamite, The 
Complete Quote Book. In mint condition. Jealous? 
I’ll share a Dynamite quote: “I like your sleeves. 
They’re real big.”

Some of our kind friends send postcards from far-
away places; Brussels, Orkney, Barcelona, Devon. 
When my sweetheart and I travel, which mostly 
means local jaunts, we might stumble on a town so 
small it doesn’t have a traffic light, a flashing yellow 
light, or a stop sign, but maybe it has a handwritten 
poster board advertising an EVENT. This summer we 
found one such EVENT which turned out to be a com-
bination flea market, craft fair, and what-have you. 
The only customers, we tried to buy an item from a 
local junk metal sculptor, but it was already spoken 
for and the only other one he had was in a relative’s 
yard. The relative was, unsurprisingly, in the same 
booth, selling odds and ends and okay with letting 
the piece go. The artist was sprawled in a lawn chair, 
pretty clearly not up to the driving a couple of miles 
to make the sale.

Wherever we go, we turn into our dorky tourist 
selves. I’m still talking about the International Po-
lice Museum in tiny Rockaway Beach, Oregon. We got 
the t-shirts—not exactly matching. That would be 
too dorky. We were even more thrilled to snag their 
Junior Police stickers. Check it out, the museum web 
site says the curators (read: town volunteers) are 
planning an exhibit of dental forensics and while 
there, you can take your own fingerprints. 

Yes, naturally we dressed up our late dog, Beastie. 
We wouldn’t be very dorky if we hadn’t. She had 
a jester’s hat, antlers, a faux shearling-lined black 

jacket, and a t-shirt identifying her as a security 
guard. Yes indeed, I commissioned a portrait of Bea 
after she died. It was for my sweetheart, who may 
have loved little Bea more than she does me.

 Further dorkiness: because we’re so well accepted 
in our heavily non-gay community, we not only at-
tend and work at, but enjoy the monthly potlucks, 
ladies’ lunches, ice cream socials, men’s breakfasts, 
and other shockingly fun activities. If the neighbors 
could only have seen me as a teenager in butch 
drag, underage, smoking, drinking, dancing at The 
Sea Colony—well, I guess they all have pasts too. 
They certainly know how to enjoy dorkiness.

My sweetheart did me one better. Our first potluck 
cemented her in the community forever when she 
joined in on the Pledge of Allegiance for the first 
time since high school. Come the winter holidays, 
she was over the moon singing Christmas carols with 
the neighbors who, like true dorks, notice these 
things.

When Patty the Publisher enlightened me about 
my true nature, she also owned up to a collection 
of shot glasses. She doesn’t drink. Now that’s dorky.

I didn’t admit to decades of longing for one of 
those hokey Kitty-Kat clocks with moving eyes and 
tail. My sweetheart gave me one a couple of years 
ago. True dork-love.

 “There’s no fear when you’re having fun,” wrote 
mystery writer Will Thomas.

There’s plenty to fear in today’s world. The anti-
dote? Make time to watch Jeopardy daily, play mah-
jong every other Tuesday, visit the floral exhibit at 
the county fair. Be your inner dorky queer. It’s as 
okay to do what we love as it is to love who we love.

But hands off my Napoleon Dynamite book and 
Karin, the high femme rabbit.

Copyright Lee Lynch 2017
november 2017
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Hepatitis crisis

The AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) and Legal 
Council for Health Justice (LCHJ) are appalled to 
learn the state of Illinois was given a “D-” grade 
in the National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable and the 
Center for Health Law Policy Innovation of Harvard 
Law School’s interactive report grading the nation’s 
Medicaid programs on their access to treatments for 
hepatitis C (HCV). Illinois is among the 52 percent 
of states that received a “D” or “F” in the report.
 As the deadliest infectious disease in the United 
States, HCV affects an estimated 3.5 million people. 
Approximately 68,400 of those affected live in Il-
linois and are severely restricted by Medicaid Fee-

For-Service (FFS) and the four Managed Care Orga-
nizations (MCOs) that require severe liver damage 
before giving access to treatment. Additionally, FFS, 
three MCOs and Medicaid Primary Care Case Manage-
ment (PCCM) require six months of sobriety of active 
substance users with HCV before giving access to 
medication.
 “Illinoisans with hepatitis C have to wait until 
they are incredibly sick with major liver scarring 
before being eligible for treatment under Medicaid 
at this time,” said John Peller, AFC president/CEO. 
“With this disease affecting an estimated one in 
every 200 Illinois residents, it is imperative that ac-
cess to medication be manageable.”
 Because 25 percent of people living with HIV in 
the United States also are infected with HCV, AFC is 

a strong advocate for the highest quality, most af-
fordable and best access to HCV treatment possible. 
Earlier this fall, LCHJ and AFC wrote letters to the Il-
linois Department of Healthcare and Family Services 
and the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers 
of America urging the organizations to work togeth-
er to address the HCV epidemic.
 “By Illinois and the country lifting liver damage, 
sobriety and prescriber restrictions, curing HCV, even 
among the HIV community, is possible,” said LCHJ 
Executive Director Tom Yates. “It’s just a matter of 
organizations working together to make change hap-
pen.”

AIDS Foundation of Chicago

VOL. 33, no. 09, nov. 15, 2017 
The combined forces of Windy City Times, 

founded Sept. 1985, and Outlines newspaper, 
founded May 1987.

LEE
LYNCH
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Windy City Times reviews Significant Other.

14‘Other’-worldly2820
Duro at Berlin.Woven & Bound.

By SCOTT C. MORgAn

As One is a 2014 chamber opera exploring a 
transgender woman’s journey of self-realization 
and acceptance. Commissioned by American Op-
era Projects, As One initially escaped the notice 
of classical conductor Alexandra Enyart.

Yet now Enyart is proud to be tied to the grow-
ing reputation of As One—she’s guest conducting 
Chicago Fringe Opera’s Windy City debut of the 
work at the Center on Halsted. It’s just one of 
11 separate As One productions appearing during 
the 2017-18 season, and follows on the heels of 
San Diego Opera’s staging earlier this month.

“Being transgender, I definitely connect with 
this,” said Enyart, who recently relocated to Chi-
cago from Louisville, Kentucky, to be music di-
rector of Thompson Street Opera Company. “Just 
knowing As One exists made me very happy.”

As One was conceived by lesbian composer Lau-
ra Kaminsky, the head of composition at Purchase 
College Conservatory of Music/SUNY and the for-
mer artistic director of Symphony Space in New 
York. As One features a collaborative libretto by 
gay lyricist/librettist Mark Campbell (the Pulit-
zer Prize-winning opera Silent Night and Chicago 
Opera Theater’s forthcoming Elizabeth Cree) and 
trans filmmaker/journalist Kimberly Reed (the 
2008 documentary Prodigal Sons).

“It’s so important to have someone who has 
gone through the same experience, or a very sim-
ilar experience, to be working on this project,” 
said Enyart about Reed, whose film work is also 
incorporated into Chicago Fringe Opera’s staging 
of As One.

“It rings with an incredible truth to it and it is 

incredible how Kaminsky and Campbell, who are 
cisgender, have managed to learn so much about 
the transgender community,” Enyart said. “And 
represent it so strongly and positively.”

As One is scored for a string quartet, and dis-
tinctively features two performers playing one 
character simultaneously. “Hannah Before” is 
sung by a baritone, while a mezzo-soprano is 
“Hannah After.”

Enyart conducts members of the new music en-
semble Zafa Collective for Chicago Fringe Opera’s 
production. She is also welcome resource to As 
One director Amy Hutchison and singers Jona-
than Wilson and Samantha Attaguile in their por-
trayal of Hannah.

“I’ve not had the opportunity really before now 
to meet and speak with trans folks who were out 
to me or that I was aware of,” Attaguile said. 
“It’s been a really special experience.”

“Alexandra has been very good at putting a very 
personal expression to what we’ve been working 
on and making it personal for each of us,” Wilson 
said. “And approach this with as much context 
and understanding of the reality of experience as 
we could.”

Enyart said she was careful not to just offer up 
“pamphlet version” advice that would be hand-
ed out to parents and families. Instead, Enyart 
wanted Attaguile and Wilson to personalize their 
own Google searches as if they were facing Han-
nah’s internal struggle. They needed to be ex-
posed to the variety of confusing or poorly writ-
ten online advice that might influence vulnerable 
trans youth.

“Just having a transgender voice in the room 
who has these experiences really helps bring 

some of these moments into more clarity,” Enyart 
said. She was also grateful to About Face Theatre, 
which presented a talk about gender and sexual-
ity to the company.

In a perfect world, Attaguile said trans sing-
ers would be cast in future productions of the 
opera. But in the meantime, Attaguile is grateful 
that she gets the opportunity to be part of the 
growing visibility of trans people and issues by 
performing in As One.

“It’s a happy story, but also full of conflict 
in trying to figure yourself out,” Attaguile said. 
“Audiences should be able to identify with it be-
cause everyone has gone through that in some 
way—asking ‘Who am I?’ and ‘Where do I really 
belong?’”

“[As One] can be so relatable, while still giving 
this underrepresented voice a moment to be front 
and center,” Wilson said. “It’s easy to grasp onto 
and feel a part of.”

Enyart is pleased that opera companies are 

taking notice of As One. She feels so many pro-
ductions have proliferated thanks to the opera’s 
intimate scale and accessible score. Yet Enyart 
doesn’t want As One to be the only opera out 
there telling a trans story.

“I hope that in the future we can see more 
works focused on female to male, as well as non-
binary, as well as really emphasizing transgen-
der people of color,” Enyart said. “[As One] is a 
great step to inclusivity, but I hope more of these 
works come around and I can’t wait to see them 
when they do.”

Chicago Fringe Opera’s local premiere of As 
One plays 7 p.m. Thursday through Sunday, 
nov. 16-19, in the Hoover-Leppen Theatre at 
Center on Halsted, 3656 n. Halsted St. As One 
is sung in english with projected english sur-
titles. Tickets are $40 and $20 for students. 
Call 773-472-6469 or visit ChicagoFringeOp-
era.com for more information.

sCottisH PlAy sCott

A trans opera
journey ‘As One’

Singer Samantha Attaguile, conductor Alexandra enyart and baritone Jonathan Wilson. 
Photo from Chicago Fringe opera



Nov. 15, 201714 WINDY CITY TIMES

tHEAtER REViEW

Dream Freaks 
Fall from Space 
Playwright: Kelsey Kinney, Ryan Asher, 
Tyler Davis, Jeffrey Murdoch, Tien Tran 
and nate Varrone
At: Second City, 1616 n. Wells St.
Tickets: $29-$46
Runs through: Open run

By MARy SHen BARniDge

Parochialism always makes for easy humor. 
 Fixed social divisions (like those found in 
Shakespeare’s England) permit the gentry—in 
the company of their peers—to jeer at common-

ers, who then affirm their own camaraderie by 
mocking the higher-ups, while in our democracy, 
city and country dwellers delight in ridiculing 
each other. Confronted by increasing hostility 
arising from technology-facilitated reductions 
in intercommunity buffer-zones, however, the 
106th Second City revue dispenses with gratu-
itous provocation to generate laughs aimed at 
preventing, not promoting, brawls on Wells Street 
following the show.
 For example, a sketch involving a charades-like 
mimed exchange traps an audience member into 
responding with a marginally offensive epithet, 
but instead of humiliating the perpetrator, the 
performers defuse the faux pas so that the game 
can continue. In another sketch, a couple view-
ing a house discovers a ghostly orphan haunting 
their prospective nest, but then welcomes the 

spectral child into their family and, in another, a 
song cautioning parents that “your baby could be 
gay” invites playgoers to bestow joy and affec-
tion on the doll representing the titular infant.
 A pair of nerds hoaxed by their classmates on 
prom night do not finish in a shower of pig’s 
blood, but share a private dance away from 
would-be bullies. Even the ubiquitous punch line 
to every threadbare joke since November 2016 
“Did you vote for Trump?” is presented by Ty-
ler Davis as the query of a lover assessing his 
paramour’s past mistakes before preparing to 
forgive them. (“If you did, did you regret that 
decision?”)
 The two-hour revue encompasses a few predict-
able sallies—faux nursery rhymes, one-shot sight 
gags lacking sufficient follow-up, and the obliga-
tory middle-school giggles (e.g. Putin saying 

“poopy”), but more often strives for a congenial 
warmth designed to embrace, rather than accuse. 
This is most evident in a round of Six-Degrees-
of-Separation that sends Jeffrey Murdoch and 
Tien Tran scurrying among the tables to, literally, 
forge connections between strangers.
 Most noteworthy is the ensemble’s willing-
ness to remember casual remarks dropped in the 
course of the show and reference them later—
illustrated most vividly in a one-sentence story 
recited by actors and audience together at the 
beginning of the show, then repeated in unison 
again at the end.

tHEAtER REViEW

Wedding Band: 
A Love/Hate Story 
in Black and White
Playwright: Alice Childress
At: The Artistic Home. 1376 W. grand Ave.
Tickets: $28-$32
Runs through: Dec. 17

By MARy SHen BARniDge

The year of our story’s setting is 1918, in a sleepy 
small town on the coast of South Carolina, where 
Miss Fannie Johnson serves as landlady to Mrs. 
Lula Green and adopted grown son Nelson, and 
to Miss Mattie and young daughter Teeta. The 
United States is at war—Nelson is enlisted in the 
army and Mattie’s husband in the Merchant Ma-
rine; in their absence, the womenfolk are left to 
eke out a cottage-industry living. 
 A newcomer to this all-female community is 

the reclusive Miss Julia Augustine, affianced to a 
tradesman for a decade, their marriage prohibited 
by law. Julia, you see, is African-American, and 
Herman, white, of German parentage.   
 Long-term interracial cohabitation mirroring 
marital domesticity was not an uncommon prac-
tice before legal impediments thereto were lift-
ed, but to generations still harboring first-hand 
memories of slavery, such arrangements were of-
ten regarded with suspicion on both sides. Julia 
and Herman dream of migrating north but, today, 

the latter will fall prey to an attack of influen-
za—illness rendered fatal by his kin’s delaying 
medical attention, fearing public disapprobation 
at the discovery of his illicit bride-to-be.
 Despite significant writing credits, Alice Chil-
dress’ steadfast refusal to compromise in her de-
pictions of injustice lurking in the shadows of 
our nation’s history has resulted in a half-century 
of drama students imbued with the erroneous 
impression that the sole African-American play-
wright previous to August Wilson was a one-play-

wonder named Lorraine Hansberry. Audiences in 
1966 may have been ready for Herman’s mother 
spewing forth racist epithets belying her patri-
cian affectations, but they balked at hearing 
those whom she abused engage in offensive dia-
tribes directed at likewise marginalized minori-
ties.
 The Artistic Home has displayed a welcome 
willingness to recognize this all-but-unknown 
author’s significant contributions to the North 
American literary canon, however. Although Chil-
dress’ script, by virtue of its period, could have 
succumbed to heavy-handed melodrama, Cecilie 
Keenan’s direction keeps the action in this me-
ticulously crafted production flowing smoothly 
and effortlessly, while an ensemble of marathon-
sturdy actors deliver emotively nuanced perfor-
mances, enhanced by Joseph Cerqua’s wistful 
incidental music. They all remind us that tragic 
tales of love thwarted by filial obligation and 
societal pressure in an age characterized by pes-
simism, xenophobia and divisive unrest have not 
diminished in their timeliness.

The Audience, Timeline Theatre Company, ex-
tended through Dec. 3. Like the cat in the nursery 
rhyme, Chicago playgoers can visit the queen in 
Peter Morgan’s intimate look at how Elizabeth II 
has successfully ruled her country for more than 
six decades. MSB

quixote: On the Conquest of Self, Writers 
Theatre through Dec. 17. Henry Godinez as the 
mad knight, Don Quixote, is brilliant, skilled, as-
sured, funny, physical and profound in this less-
than-perfect 90-minute contemporary Mexican 
play with a sappy Peter Pan-ish ending. Godinez 
more than makes it worthwhile. JA

School of Rock, Cadillac Palace Theatre, 
through Nov. 19. The inclusiveness of rock music 
and the power of the arts to help youth cope 
with difficult personal and family issues are the 
take away messages from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
mostly fun stage adaptation of the hit 2003 Jack 
Black film. SCM

yasmina’s necklace, Goodman Theatre, 
through Nov. 19. Global hostilities and domes-
tic prejudice don’t make it any easier for love to 
conquer you-know-what in Rohina Malik’s darkly 
romantic tale of immigrant youths seeking escape 
from their pasts. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan
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tHEAtER REViEW

Significant Other  
Playwright: Joshua Harmon
At: About Face Theatre and 
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-975-8150; 
AboutFaceTheatre.com; 
TheaterWit.org; $20-$38
Runs through: Dec. 9

By JOnATHAn ABARBAneL

Last July I reviewed Alone with Friends (Prop 
Thtr) about an unpartnered 30-year old gay 
man with no gay friends. His three best buds 
were straight guys from college. In Significant 
Other, Jordan Berman (Alex Weisman) is an un-
partnered late-20s gay man with no gay friends. 
Jordan’s best buds are three straight women 
from college. One by one they marry, thereby 
leaving Jordan needy, alone and isolated, and, 
oh, does he wear his heart on his sleeve!
 Openly gay, not particularly discreet, in con-

temporary New York City and no gay acquain-
tances? I don’t get it or believe it. Jordan says 
he has casual sex, but we never see him relate 
to a gay man in anything approaching social or 
sexual normalcy. His sex acts don’t matter, of 
course, but they might counterbalance the clue-
less and socially inept character we are given, 
who obsesses over unobtainable empty male 
beauty. Sure, there are guys like Jordan, but 
they aren’t likely to have with-it, professional, 
socially-active girlfriends like Laura (Amanda 
Drinkall), Vanessa (Tiffany Oglesby) and Kiki 
(Cassidy Slaughter-Mason). I’m not unsympa-
thetic to Jordan’s plight; I was young and alone, 
and also middle-aged and alone (before finding 
my partner of 23 years) but I always had friends 
within the LGBTQ community.
 Harmon is a clever writer for all that. Signifi-
cant Other boasts sparkling comedy as directed 
by Keira Fromm and acted by the astute com-
pany, which is completed by Ninos Baba and 
Benjamin Sprunger each playing several men, 
and veteran Ann Whitney who charms as Jor-
dan’s grandmother. Fromm keeps the pace fast 
as Harmon skillfully moves from outright com-

edy in Act I to a darker, bitterer Act II in which 
Jordan unloads on his bestie, Laura. “Your wed-
ding is my funeral,” he shouts. “I don’t want 
to be a pitiable reminder of what happens to 
people who don’t find someone.” His powerful 
tirade is true but also cruel and self-centered 
as Weisman passionately spills it. All the while, 
wedding-cake white curtains and red flower 
clusters swath the players in Jeffrey D. Kmiec’s 
wry set.
 Perhaps Significant Other is autobiographical, 
Harmon being only 32 when it premiered. Hey, 
Joshua, it’s normal to feel alone and be alone 
in your twenties and actually. It gets better, but 
you gotta’ work on it. Bottom line: for all the 
energy of the play and the production, Signifi-
cant Other is a been-there, done-that story.
 It’s also the Chicago farewell for Alex Weis-
man—the capable, versatile and forceful young 
actor who’s worked non-stop for a decade at 
nearly all the important theaters (large and 
small) in town. Award-winning Weisman is off 
to New York for his springtime Broadway debut 
in Harry Potter and the Cursed Child. Come back 
a star, Alex!

Raina Lynn in
Wedding Band.
Photo by 
Joe Mazza/
brave lux



Nov. 15, 2017 15WINDY CITY TIMES

tHEAtER REViEW

J.B.
Playwright: Archibald MacLeish
At: edgewater Presbyterian Church, 
1020 W Bryn Mawr Ave.
Tickets: CityLit.com; $32
Runs through: Dec. 10

By JAMeS WiLKe

All the world’s a stage … or a circus tent, rather, 
in Archibald MacLeish’s Pulitzer Prize- and Tony-
winning play, J.B. And it is hard to imagine this 
historic drama from 1958 being brought back 
to life more skillfully than it is in the hands of 
Chicago’s own City Lit Theater, under the clever 

leadership of director Brian Pastor.
Not only do Pastor and crew successfully take 

on the challenge of making MacLeish’s poetic re-
telling of the Biblical story of Job accessible to a 
new audience, but they do so with an entirely fe-
male cast. And while this cast of nine plays some 
23 parts ranging in gender and age from young, 
to old, to omnipotent, every actress in this cast 
is also older than 55.

The show hinges upon two old friends em-
ployed at the circus, craftily played by Elaine 
Carlson (Mr. Zuss) and Morgan McCabe (Nickles). 
Seemingly for kicks, the pair don masks and robes 
to play the Divine Creator and his adversary, Sa-
tan, challenging each other to a wager to see 
if a pious human, J.B., would curse God if all 
his life’s blessings were taken away. As Mr. Zuss 

and Nickles become engrossed in the story, other 
work-hands at the circus morph into the tale’s 
many characters. With a skillful turn, the audi-
ence easily envisages Stephanie Monday as J.B., 
a devout yet slightly arrogant man of wealth who 
loses it all, along with his wife, Sarah, passion-
ately played by Judy Lea Steele. The remaining 
ensemble deftly embodies the supporting char-
acters, from the couple’s children, to soldiers, 
police, political figures and friends. Particularly 
memorable is actress marssie Mencotti as J.B.’s 
youngest and dearest child, Rebecca.   

Indeed, this play is lent surprising richness 
by Pastor’s unique casting. With such a talented 
pool of mature actresses, I felt a clearer sense of 
the messages behind the play. In stripping away 

the facades of gender, age, physical stature and 
the like, what is left is a deeper dive into the 
serious life questions addressed, such as: Why do 
bad things happen to good people? Are the rich 
truly more deserving than the rest of us? Are the 
good-at-heart good regardless of success or suf-
fering?

For the theatergoer in the mood for eloquent 
verse and philosophical inquiry, City Lit’s J.B. will 
quench the thirst. It is just the sort of play to 
plunge you into soul-searching discussions with 
friends afterward and quiet contemplations. And 
City Lit Theater should be commended for bring-
ing this acclaimed drama back to a 21st-century 
audience with fluency, empathy and candor. 

Controversial monologist Mike Daisey returns 
to Chicago’s Theater Wit for a series of three 
distressing one-man shows. This Is Not Normal 
is a sequel to Daisey’s The Trump Card, and it 
explores the cultural and global forces that 
have helped lead America into the hands of a 
demagogue. The End of Journalism tackles the 
rise of FOX News, the decline of newspapers and 
the many falsehoods spread on Facebook. The 
White Man’s Burden delves into uncomfortable 
damages due to the legacy of white supremacy 
and male privilege. The shows run separately 

Nov. 16-18 at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont 
Ave. Tickets are $26-$38 per show, or see all 
three performances for $75; call 773-975-8150 
or visit TheaterWit.org.
 Caption: Monologist Mike Daisey. Public-
ity photo

sPotliGHteRainee Denham
and Shariba 
Rivers in J.B.
Photo by
tom McGrath
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By MATT SiMOneTTe

The overall mood of the Chicago LGBT Hall of 
Fame’s Nov. 8 ceremony honoring its 2017 in-
ductees was markedly different from the tone at 
the 2016 ceremony, noted Chicago Commission 
on Human Relations Commissioner Mona Noriega.

“Last year we were heartbroken, tonight you 
guys are raucous and yelling,” Noriega said.

While the much of the raucousness did likely 
stem from exuberant friends and families of hon-
orees, many participants were relieved by several 
progressive political victories that took place 

across the nation in Nov. 7 elections, providing 
a much-needed shot of enthusiasm for commu-
nities still reeling from events in the wake of 
Donald Trump’s presidency. Last year’s LGBT Hall 
of Fame inductions took place the night after 
Trump’s election.

After a brief performance by the Chicago Gay 
Men’s Chorus on Nov. 8, Friends of the Chicago 
LGBT Hall of Fame Chair Gary Chichester com-
mented on the appropriateness of one of their 
selections, “Brand New Day,” from The Wiz, which 
he said was “very fitting for tonight’s start.”

Chichester added, “We have learned to resist. 

The pendulum has begun to swing back.” He fur-
ther paid tribute to activist and International Mr. 
Leather co-founder and longtime bar owner Chuck 
Renslow and former Sidetrack manager Chuck 
Hyde, who both died in 2017. Chichester said the 
evening would be dedicated to their memories.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel choked up speaking about 
the importance of the city offering acceptance, 
be it for immigrants or LGBT residents, offering 
that, in the past year, Chicago has demonstrated 
that there was a place for both tolerance and in-
clusion. He further reflected on his own family’s 
history, and the one-century anniversary of his 
grandfather’s emigration: “This great city offered 
my grandfather an opportunity,” Emanuel said.

Openly gay broadcasting personality John Han-
sen emceed the evening. He recalled that at one 
time the only public LGBT figures he knew of were 
on TV and named “Will” and “Jack,” and added 
that the ceremony was not just an honor to the 
inductees, but a reminder that the struggles 

for equality are often “a long, winding, mostly 
treacherous road.”

Two prior inductees, author and historian St. 
Sukie de la Croix and Pride Action Tank Executive 
Director Kim Hunt, presented the awards. Honor-
ees included Actor/activist Keith Butler; police 
officer Kathern Caldwell; artist Greer Lankton 
(1958-1996); Grab publisher Mark Nagle; Wal-
greens pharmacist and HIV/AIDS advocate Glen 
Pietrandoni; community advocate Dulce Quin-
tero; author Timothy Stewart-Winter; performer/
activist Ketty Teanga (1947-2011); advocate Ali-
cia Vega; Lavender Woman newspaper from the 
1970s; Leather Archives & Museum; People like 
Us bookstore; Alphawood Foundation; and law-
yer, activist and bar owner Ralla Klepak (friend of 
the community).

Ald. Deb Mell (33rd Ward) read the rules for 
the nomination process and spoke briefly as well, 
remarking on the gratitude she felt to be openly 
lesbian in her city council post.

Hall of Fame induction
strikes joyous notes

Representatives from Alphawood Foundation accept the Friend of the Community induction from the LgBT Hall of Fame. From left: gary Chichester, Ald. Deb Mell, Christopher M.M. Audain, Mona noriega, 
James D. McDonough, Melissa A. Terrell, Kristin A. Hettich, John Hansen, Sukie de la Croix and Kim Hunt.
Photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticimagesPhotography.com)

From left: inductees, from left, accepting from LgBT Hall of Fame representatives: Mark nagel, Kathern Caldwell, Keith Butler. At right, Mayor emanuel.

Left: Many of the current and past LgBT Hall of Fame inductees. Right: Ralla Klepak accepts her induction.
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OuT FRONT 
seeks play 
submissions

About Face Theatre is seek-
ing play submissions for its 
OUT FRONT Series, an an-
nual line-up of workshops 
and readings of new and de-
velopmental works exploring 
LGBTQIA themes.

This season’s theme, “Babes 
on Stage,” will showcase on-
the-rise LGBTQ+ women-iden-
tified playwrights. Readings 
will begin in spring 2018.

To apply for the OUT FRONT 
Series, e-mail full scripts and 
bios to literary@aboutface-
theatre.com with the subject 
line “BABES ON STAGE—[play 
title], [author name].” Sub-
mission may also be mailed to 
About Face Theatre, 5252 N. 
Broadway, Chicago, IL 60640. 

For additional informa-
tion, visit AboutFaceTheatre.
com/productions/out-front-
series/. The deadline for sub-
missions is Sunday, Dec. 31, 
2017.

GayCo’s 
‘Depression’
Nov. 17-
Dec. 22

GayCo Productions’ Tis the 
Seasonal Depression will take 
place Fridays at 8 p.m. Nov. 
17-Dec. 22 (as well as Thurs-
days on Dec. 14 and 21) at 
Pride Arts Center, 4139 N. 
Broadway.

Writers/performers include 
Sarah Collier, Katie Cutler, 
Evan M. Duggan, Julie Fish-
bach, Clay Goodpasture, 
Christopher “Tito” Thies Lo-
tito, Greg Phelps and Laurel 
Posakony. It features direc-
tion by Jeff Bouthiette and 
musical direction by Kathleen 
Gibson.

Tickets are $12-$20 each; 
visit GayCo.com or GayCoSea-
sonal2017.eventbrite.com.

CUltURE ClUbCUltURE ClUb

“Entirely Delightful!” 
                                                                                  — the new York Times

About Face Theatre and 
Theater Wit present

by Joshua Harmon       author of “Bad Jews”

directed by Keira Fromm

NOW PLAYING 
847-242-6000 | WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG

Don’t miss this cleverest 
of comedies by one of 

the greatest writers in the 
English language!
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THE MUSICAL

upstairsthemusicalchicago.brownpapertickets.com

LGBTQ History of the Upstairs Lounge 
Arson Disaster in New Orleans, June 24, 1973

October 27 -
November 26
at The Broadway in 

the Pride Center

additional information at: upstairsthemusicalchicago.com

by Wayne Self based on 
the book by Clayton Delery

ONE-EYED PUPPY ENTERTAINMENT presents

http://www.writerstheatre.org
http://www.thelincolnlodge.com
http://www.barneytheelf.com
http://www.upstairsthemusicalchicago.brownpapertickets.com
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com


Nov. 15, 201718 WINDY CITY TIMES

The National Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(TDOR) is Monday, Nov. 20. It honors the memory 
of those whose lives were lost in acts of anti-
transgender violence.

In addition, during the week of Nov. 14-20, 
individuals and organizations around the coun-
try participate in Transgender Awareness Week 
to help increase the visibility of transgender and 
gender non-conforming individuals.

Below are just some of the local events to mark 
that special day/week:

—Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 North 
St. Louis Ave., will host a Trans Day of Remem-
brance vigil on Thursday, Nov. 16, at 3 p.m. at 
the Pedroso Center, B159. See https://www.neiu.
edu/university-life/angelina-pedroso-center-di-
versity-and-intercultural-affairs/pedroso-upcom-
ing-events.

—Chicago Theological Seminary will host 
an event Friday, Nov. 17, 7:30-9:30 p.m. at its 

fourth-floor chapel at 1407 E. 60th St. Holy Cov-
enant, A Church for Me and the Heyward-Boswell 
Society are hosting the free event.

—Brave Space Alliance, 1434 W. 51st St., will 
host a Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) 
reframing on Sunday, Nov. 19. The TDOR refram-
ing will take place 2-3 p.m. with a workshop 
involving America in Transition, a documentary 
series that explores family, community, and social 
change for trans people of color.

At 3 p.m., a TDOR March for Liberation will 
commence at 51st and Halsted streets. People 
will then congregate 4:30-6 p.m. at Brave Space 
Alliance. See “TDOR Reframing” on Facebook.

—At Rockford’s Unitarian Universalist Church, 
4848 Turner St., there will be a TDOR event that 
PFLAG’s Rockford chapter and the Yellow Brick 
Road Organization are hosting on Sunday, Nov. 
19, at 1-4 p.m. Among other things, the film Gen-
der Revolution will be shown. See “Transgender 

Day of Remembrance 2017” on Facebook.
—Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., will 

host its annual TDOR event at 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
The evening will include a welcome reception, a 
candle-lighting and bell toll ceremony, followed 
by a panel discussion on trans people and inter-
sectionality. RSVP for the free event at https://
community.centeronhalsted.org/pages/transgen-
derremembrance.

—Howard Brown Trans Day of Remembrance 
Wed., Nov. 20, 5-8 p.m., Jeffery Pub, 7041 S. Jef-
fery Ave, Chicago to honor the TGNC folks who 
have been lost to transphobic violence while also 
celebrating community resilience and brilliance. 

Theme is “Reaching Beyond the Candles,” with 
food, live entertainment from TGNC performers, 
and a DJ. With Trisha Holloway, Channyn Lynne 
Parker, Switch the Boi Wonder, Savannah West-
brooke, CoCo Mattel, Amalia Black and Darling 
Shear.

—Chicago’s North Park University, 3225 W. Fos-
ter Ave., will host a TDOR event 7-10 p.m. on Nov. 
20. There will be a vigil and artwork will be placed 
around campus. See https://www.northpark.edu/
event/qa-transgender-day-remembrance/.

—St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in South 
Bend, Indiana (915 N. Ironwood Dr.) will host a 
TDOR event Monday, Nov. 20, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Reyna Ortiz book
release highlights
Vives q event
By VeRnOn HeSTeR

Vives Q presented the final edition of its First 
Tuesday series for 2017 with a special book-
release celebration Nov. 7 for trans activist and 
health/HIV educator Reyna Ortiz’ memoir, T 
Stands for Truth: In Search of the Queen (Trans 
Fusions Publishing). 

Ortiz not only spoke about her story in con-
versation with moderator Emmanuel Garcia, 
but was later joined by her mother, Anna Ortiz, 
and her mentor, Monica Fernandez, in a round-
robin discussion. This edition of the series also 
included performances by Latinx drag artists 
Fatima Galindo, Gaby Badu and Lila Star, and 
featured a screening of rare footage of the late 
transgender icon Ms. Ketty in performance. The 
event took place at the National Museum of 
Mexican in Chicago’s Pilsen area.

Emcee Antonio Elizondo introduced Garcia, 
who spoke candidly about Ortiz, a Vives Q vol-
unteer and social-work advocate. (Ortiz works 
with Chicago House Social Service Agency as a 
Trans Safe coordinator, connecting trans-iden-
tified individuals to resources which includes 
housing, medical, and legal.)  

Ortiz told Windy City Times in a recent inter-
view, “[The book] is about my life and expe-
rience as a trans Latina in Chicago. From sex 
work to social work, telling my story is obvi-
ously really personal, but I wanted to be truth-
ful.”

When asked if some of the book’s darkest 
sections were painful to write about, Ortiz said, 
“I thought it would be hard to write but the 
healing process was beautiful. What was pain-
ful as a 17-year-old going through the process 
is entirely different from a 30-year-old trans 
person’s perspective.”

When asked why she wrote the book, Ortiz 
said, “This is not about selling books. The 
purpose of the book is to educate people. I 
wanted to speak with younger kids who are go-
ing through the process, the loneliness youth 
face, coming out two times with parents and 
society. I really wanted to show them you could 
triumph.”

Speaking about setting up her own publish-
ing company, Trans Fusions Publishing, Ortiz 
said, “There are a lot of beautiful stories that 

need to be told and I am hoping that our next 
book will be someone else who wants to tell 
her story.” She also said, “The most important 
thing is to share. The trans community hasn’t 
progressed in 40 years because people are not 
having the difficult conversations they need to 
be having.”

Asked about her youth and coming out at 
age 13, Ortiz pointed out that the support of 
her family was key, especially when she started 
high school. As a freshman she was bullied and 
called names, but by her senior year she was 
so popular that she was crowned queen at the 
prom. 

“The key to all that was something I learned 
from my mother, that what was important for 
me was to always take pride in myself,” she 
said. “When you start as a freshmen, you don’t 
know anybody and people call you ‘faggot’ and 
talk about you. At the time I identified as gen-
der-fluid and I was finding out what that meant 
for myself. In high school the other kids cer-
tainly didn’t know what that meant. My older 
brother stepped up [to protect her] but getting 
crowned at the prom was a huge step. So many 
people would come up to me and say, ‘I heard 

Reyna Ortiz. 
Photo by vern hester
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Sexuality scholar 
De Cecco dies at 92

John Paul De Cecco—a professor emeritus at 
San Francisco State University who was consid-
ered a pioneer in the field of human sexuality—
died Nov. 2, according to a press release from the 
university. He was 92.

De Cecco was editor-in-chief of the Journal of 
Homosexuality, a landmark international peer-
reviewed scholarly journal, from 1975 until 2009. 
In addiiton, he published many books, scholarly 
articles and edited volumes throughout his 50-
year career as a professor. (He retired in 2003.)

De Cecco was the primary founder of the 
school’s sexuality-studies program in the late 
1970s, and remained its director until 1997. Also, 
he led an effort to add a human-sexuality studies 
minor to the curriculum in the early 1980s and an 
LGBT-studies minor the following decade.

A memorial service for De Cecco is being 
planned for next spring.

Longtime gossip
Liz Smith dies

Longtime gossip columnist Liz Smith, who 
started her column at the New York Daily News 
more than four decades ago, has died at age 94. 

Known as the “the Grand Dame of Dish,” 
Smith’s work included a chronicle of Donald and 
Ivana Trump’s divorce, which made front-page 
news. Her column began with the Daily News in 
1976, and continued with New York Newsday and 
the New York Post, finishing there at age 86. 

She came out as bisexual in her 2000 memoir 
Natural Blonde—something she dubbed “gender 
neutrality,” according to the Daily News. (She 
also confirmed a long-rumored, long-term rela-
tionship with archaeologist Iris Love.) Among 
other honors, GLAAD awarded Smith with its Vito 
Russo Award in 2001, and she won an Emmy for 
her reporting in 1985.

Podcast looks at drag,
social-media shares

Chicago drag personality Dakota Conduct has 
launched Thots & Shares, a body-positive pod-
cast.

New episodes will run every Tuesday “and fea-
ture some of the many incredible musicians, drag 
queens and sexy thots the Chicago LGBT commu-
nity has to offer,” according to a press release.

“We live in politically turbulent times,” Con-
duct said in the release. “I started drag as a re-
sponse to the Trump presidency. This is my way of 
resisting. And under this administration we have 
seen such a lack of dialogue through social media 
platforms and the spread of fake news. 

“This show, while bringing the underground 
scene of drag to light for those unfamiliar with 
it, is also dedicated to having conversations on 
topics that matter to the Chicago community. We 
want to get debates out of the comments section 
and into actionable, positive dialogue.”

See ThotsAndShares.com or Facebook.com/
thotsandshares/.

WNBA player marries
in ‘Dream Wedding’ 

The online wedding brand The Knot hosted 
a wedding for Olympic gold medalist and 2015 
WNBA MVP Elena Delle Donne and fiancee Aman-
da Clifton. 

The Knot Dream Wedding brought together 
wedding professionals to create a personalized, 
elegant affair at The Hempstead House at Sands 
Point Preserve in Long Island, New York, with 200 
guests.

Delle Donne and Clifton were The Knot’s first 
same-sex Dream Couple. To share in her special 
day, Della Donne had her older sister Lizzie (who 
was born deaf and blind, with other disabilities) 
as her maid of honor.

As a part of The Knot’s Dream Wedding, the 
couple were surprised with a trip to Tahiti for 
their romantic honeymoon from Tahiti-by-Tahiti 
Tourism.

‘Nutcracker’ feature
to premiere Nov. 16

WTTW public media has partnered with the Jof-
frey Ballet to produce a new 60-minute documen-
tary, Making a New American Nutcracker, which 
will go behind the scenes to reveal how it was 
made and introduce audiences to the creative tal-
ents who made it happen.

Making a New American Nutcracker premieres 

on WTTW-11 and on wttw.com on Thursday, Nov. 
16, at 8 p.m. The companion website, wttw.com/
nutcracker, will feature original content and be-
hind-the-scenes images and stories. The program 
is also being offered to PBS audiences around the 
country as part of holiday programming in De-
cember 2017. (Check local listings.)

Actress Neve Campbell—co-producer, co-writer 
and star of The Company, Robert Altman’s 2003 
film featuring the Joffrey Ballet—will narrate the 
film.
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Care Plan marks 
two years

The Care Plan—an LGBTQ-focused business 
helping people navigate aging and related is-
sues—celebrated its second anniversary Nov. 5 
at Affinity Community Services. 

Pictured are Care Plan founder Jacqueline 
Boyd (far left) with staff and volunteers, from 
left: Jackson Stacy, Nina Szidon, Tinuade Oy-
elowo, Blue Roth and in front, Jazmyn Boyd and 
Vic Motherwell. Photo by Tracy Baim

elena Delle Donne (right) and Amanda Clifton. 
Photo by Rebecca Yale Photography

http://www.leather64ten.com
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By AnDReW DAViS

Located in Chicago’s Prairie District, the Marriott 
Marquis Chicago has been open for a few weeks, 
accommodating everyone from McCormick Place 
convention attendees to concertgoers at the new 
WinTrust Arena next door to ... naturally, hotel 
guests.
 Among the features in said hotel is the hotel’s 
Woven & Bound restaurant (2121 S. Prairie Ave.; 
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-informa-
tion/restaurant/chimq-marriott-marquis-chica-
go/), a spot that, while not perfect, has certainly 
gotten off to a promising start.
 Executive Chef Joshua Murray told Windy City 
Times that the restaurant’s name involves “telling 
a story” about Chicago and also involves the lo-
cation of what the American Book Company, now 
part of the Marriott. (Bound books—get it?)
 Elements of Chicago are also found in the 
dishes, such as the aptly named Vice District 
Burger—a sinful concoction of grass-fed beef, 
avocado, pork pate, fried egg, tomato, Wisconsin 

cheddar and black garlic aioli on brioche. Another 
is the walleye po boy (which comes with pickles, 
black garlic aioli, napa cabbage slaw and tomato 
on a baguette), a sandwich that Murray said re-
flects the great migration from the South.
 Lunch at Woven & Bound was, overall, an el-
egantly casual experience. The Wisconsin fried 
goat-cheese curds were delicious, as well as 
the kicky roasted pepper-and-garlic pork wings. 
(However, I wished the shrimp-and-leek fritter 
appetizers had more shrimp—after my recent 
trips to Virginia and South Carolina, which fea-
tured seafood dishes that were crammed with 
crab, lobster and other crustaceans.)
 However, the aforementioned Vice District 
Burger is worth the price of admission alone—a 
wonderfully messy sandwich with complex flavors. 
My guest really enjoyed her Amish spicy-chicken 

sandwich as well. (However, for the meat-averse, 
there are such dishes as toasted quinoa bowl as 
well as avocado fries with sriracha aioli.)
 The meal concluded with two desserts that at-

tempted to showcase the spot’s versatility. The 
apple galette was a delight, chock full of the 
fruit. However, both of us were a little disap-
pointed with the giant oatmeal cookie, which 
took us back to the days of those Little Debbie 
snack cakes—and maybe too much, as it was way 
too sweet. (Maybe our taste buds have changed 
signficantly from our childhoods. We wouldn’t be 
the first people like that.) 
 In addition, the decor threw off my dining 
companion and myself. We had difficulty dis-
tinguishing the restaurant from the more casual 
cafe that’s right next to it, and the open setting 
doesn’t help. However, that’s more a criticism for 
the architect than for Murray.
 However, don’t let that or the restaurant’s Prai-
rie Street location deter you from checking out 
this restaurant. It has enough adventurous and 
tasty options to make it worth the trip.
 note: Restaurant profiles/events are often 
based on invitations arranged from restau-
rants and/or firms.
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Woven & Bound

House-smoked pork 
belly at Woven & 
Bound.
Photo by Marcin 
Cymmer

it’s hard to beat the talent at Duro, Thursday, nov. 9.
Photos by Kirk williamson
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“I’m embarrassed more than anything. This 
one’s for you, Wendy Williams. Girl down. I had 
a ‘girl down’ moment.”—Kathy griffin after 
fainting onstage after performing more than two 
hours in Dublin. At least it was near the end of 
the show.

Weeks ago, I said it was just the beginning of 
the sexual-assault parade. And it still hasn’t hit 
its zenith. It started with Harvey Weinstein, but 
I never heard this gem. Did you know he made 
a woman watch him masturbate into a potted 
plant? That can’t be good for the plant. It’s like 
American Pie meets Little Shop of Horrors!

Last year, Kevin Spacey allegedly assaulted an 
18-year-old male busboy at a Nantucket restau-
rant. According to the lad’s mom, her son did lie 
about his age, so Spacey bought him “drink after 
drink.” Once the boy was drunk, Kevin is said to 
have put his hands down the boy’s pants and fon-
dled his genitals. When Kevin went to the bath-
room, a woman in the restaurant asked the boy if 
he was OK and told him to run. The boy just filed 
a police report. For his part, Spacey has laid low 
and checked into The Meadows, a rehab center in 
Arizona that comes at a price tag of $36,000 a 
month. He’ll have good company—Harvey Wein-
stein is also in residence.

Picture it: 1981. Former model Scott Brun-
ton was 23 years old, working as a waiter, and 
somehow he had exchanged phone numbers with 
george Takei. When Brunton broke up with a 
boyfriend, he called Takei, who offered to take 
him out to dinner and a show. After the show, 
they went to Takei’s condo for a drink. Brunton 
said that after two drinks, he felt dizzy and “must 
have passed out. The next thing I remember I 
was coming to and he had my pants down around 
my ankles and he was groping my crotch and try-
ing to get my underwear off and feeling me up 
at the same time, trying to get his hands down 
my underwear. I came to and said, ‘What are you 
doing?!’ I said, ‘I don’t want to do this.’ He goes, 
‘You need to relax. I am just trying to make you 
comfortable. Get comfortable.’ And I said, ‘No, I 
don’t want to do this.’ And I pushed him off and 
he said, ‘OK, fine.’ And I said I am going to go and 
he said, ‘If you feel you must. You’re in no condi-
tion to drive.’ I said, ‘I don’t care I want to go.’ 
So I managed to get my pants up and compose 
myself and I was just shocked. I walked out and 
went to my car until I felt well enough to drive 
home, and that was that.”

Needless to say, Takei is “shocked and bewil-
dered at the claims.” He actually goes one step 
further, saying, “I have wracked my brain to ask 
if I remember Mr. Brunton, and I cannot say I 

do.” OUCH! He added, “Right now it is a he said/
he said situation, over alleged events nearly 40 
years ago. But those that know me understand 
that non-consensual acts are so antithetical to 
my values and my practices, the very idea that 
someone would accuse me of this is quite per-
sonally painful.” But there’s more. Scott planned 
to confront Takei at a book-signing in 1994—13 
years after the alleged incident. At the last min-
ute, he chickened out—but he did get a book 
with this inscription: “To Scott—The enterpris-
ing man who boldly goes—to the stars. Fondly, 
George Takei.” Now, call me crazy, but I don’t 
know many victims of sexual assault who wait in 
a line to see their attacker at a book-signing and 
ask for an autograph!

Let’s move onto one of our favorite subjects—
divas! Jennifer Holliday recently saw the West 
End production of Dreamgirls. She said, “I went 
to see it in London, and a lot of people in that 
show looked as old as me. I said I could be in 
this one. But I enjoy seeing people make it their 
own.” When she did the musical in 2012, she said 
that would be the last time. Now she says she’d 
do it again if it starred the original Deena, Sheryl 
Lee Ralph. “Maybe she could do Deena for a week 
or for one night only but maybe not want to tour 
with it.” 

Last week was an exciting one for Tom Daley—
he walked in his first fashion show. That excite-
ment was tempered when he was widely criticized 
for accepting the invitation of Dolce & Gabbana, 
a fashion team whose anti-gay views are notori-
ous. The fashion show took place at Harrods in 
London. And not just in a department store, but 
in the food hall. So, basically, he made his model-
ing debut in the Pick ‘n Save! And there were Tom 
and husband Dustin Lance Black, beaming in 
that vapid, oblivious way—more “models” than 
“role models.” But if you’re interested, you can 
see Tom walk and talk at the same time on our 
website.

This leads perfectly into our “Ask Billy” ques-
tion from Gary in Miami: “You wrote about Shawn 
Mendes a couple of weeks ago. And now Tom 
Daley says he wants to have sex with him. So is 

billy
masters

billybillybilly
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george Takei has now also been caught up 
in the wave of Hollywood sexual-harassment 
claims. 
PR photo

he gay or not?”
I want to have sex with lots of people—that 

doesn’t make them gay (or interested). Tom not 
only said that Mendes is his celebrity crush; he 
also said that DLB could film them in the act. 
Tom likes to document everything he does, even 
trying on pants in the D&G dressing room. I give 
kudos to anyone who can look good being shot 
from below! But I wonder if there was a bit of off-
camera fluffing. Why? Well, for something that’s 
been smushed in a Speedo for years, there’s a lot 
of flopping about—as you’ll see on BillyMasters.
com.

When you could bump into Daley modeling in 
the condiments aisle, it’s definitely time to end 
yet another column. You can check out all this 
and more on www.BillyMasters.com, the site 
that’s into flipping and flopping. If you have a 
question, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.
com and I promise to get back to you before Har-
vey gets a job tending the garden at The Mead-
ows. Until next time, remember: One man’s filth 
is another man’s bible.@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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Wed., Nov. 15 
Author Conversation: Laura Shapiro in 

conversation with Sara Paretsky What 
She Ate: Six Remarkable Women and the 
Food That Tells Their Stories  7:30pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 
N Clark St Chicago  http://www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com/event/author-
conversation-laura-shapiro-conversa-
tion-sara-paretsky

Thursday, Nov. 16
Chicago Art Book Fair Featuring over 150 

independent publishers, the fair asserts 
Chicago’s role as a global center for print 
and publishing. Programs affiliated with 
the fair throughout the city, Through 
November 19th, 2017   10:00am   Ath-
letic Association hotel, 12 S. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago  Tickets: http://cabf.no-
coast.org/

Chicago Fringe Opera presents As One 
Transgender woman’s joyful coming-
of-age story. Chamber opera written 
for baritone, mezzo-soprano and string 
quartet. Runs through 11/19.  7:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chi-
cago  http://www.chicagofringeopera.

com
Covenant House illinois’ inaugural Sleep 

Out Local celebrities, business leaders 
and young professionals are invited to 
“sleep out” in solidarity with Chicago’s 
homeless youth. Covenant House Illi-
nois is a daytime service center at the 

Lawson House, 30 W. Chicago Ave. where 
homeless youth are welcomed into a 
safe, caring environment where they can 
access food, showers, laundry services, 
computers, and beds for rest.   7:00pm   
St. James Commons, 65 E. Huron St.  
http://CovenantHouseIL.org

Friday, Nov. 17
intersectionality: Multiple identities 

and your Mental Health Luncheon pre-
sented by the Chicago LGBTQ Behavioral 
Health Consortium.  10:30am - 2:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chi-
cago  773-472-6469 ext. 267  http://
community.centeronhalsted.org/BHLun-
cheon

Transgender Day of Rememberance Free 
event open to the public. Hosted by 
Holy Covenant, A Church for Me and Hey-
ward-Boswell Society.  7:30pm   Chicago 
Theological Seminary, 4th floor chapel, 
1407 E. 60th St., Chicago

Spectrum Monthly Peer-Led Support 
group For those who identify as mascu-
line of center on the gender spectrum. 
Centers the experiences of LGBTQ mas-
culine people of color and discusses is-
sues related to this community. Meets 
the third Friday of the month. Questions 
to Gee at spectrum@affinity95.org or 
Imani at imani@affinity95.org   7:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Affinity Community Servic-
es  2850 S. Wabash Ave. #108 Chicago  
http://www.affinity95.org

Saturday, Nov. 18
2nd Annual Trans Turning Point Different 

providers will have 45 minutes to pres-
ent about their services or directly offer 
services to those who sign up, answer 
questions, and provide information. Pro-
viders will additionally be able to buy 
table space to offer further informa-
tion and products. Free event.  11:00am 
- 4:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  https://community.
centeronhalsted.org/TransTurning

HRC Chicago gala & Auction Honoring 
Back Lot Bash Founders Christina Rob-
erts and Amie Klujian with the Com-
munity Leadership Award. HRC’s largest 
fundraiser in the Midwest and directly 
supports the LGBTQ-rights organiza-
tion’s work. 5pm Donor Reception & 
Auction Preview. 6pm Reception & Silent 
Auction.   5:00pm   Fairmont Chicago  
200 N Columbus Dr Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.hrcchicago.org/gala

An evening at Chez nous cabaret-
inspired event Featuring Marlow La 
Fantastique. There will be clips from 
upcoming film on the Chez Nous. Free 
admission but please RSVP. 7:00pm   
Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts  
915 E. 60th St Chicago  http://filmstudi-
escenter.uchicago.edu/events/2017/
evening-chez-nous

Sunday, Nov. 19
Trans Day of Remembrance Reframing 

Workshop with America in Transition, a 
documentary series that explores fam-
ily, community, and social change for 
trans people of color.   2:00pm - 3:00pm   
Brave Space Alliance, 1434 W. 51st. St.  
615-943-6319  http://bravespaceal-
liance.org 

Live Out Loud Charity Fashion Show 
and Benefit for Suicide Prevention 8th 
annual. To raise funds for suicide pre-
vention and anti-bullying. International 
and Chicago based fashion designers 
will showcase their collections  6:00pm   
Palmer House Hilton  17 E Monroe Chica-
go  Tickets: http://8th-annual-fashion-
show.eventbrite.com

Monday, Nov. 20
Trans Day of Remembrance at Center 

on Halsted Center on Halsted, 3656 N. 
Halsted St., will host its annual TDOR 
event at 5:30-9:30 p.m. The evening will 
include a welcome reception, a candle-
lighting and bell toll ceremony, followed 
by a panel discussion on trans people 
and intersectionality. RSVP for the free 
event at http://community.centeron-
halsted.org/pages/transgenderremem-
brance.

CommUnity
CAlEndAR

WAdE in AmERiCA

Brave Space Alliance
(led by LaSaia Wade, above)

will host a Trans Day
of Remembrance reframing.

Photo by sarah-Ji Rhee

Sunday, Nov. 19

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com
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ClAssifiEds
ADVERTISE HERE
ADVeRTiSe HeRe Want to advertise your product, ser-
vice, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, conve-
nient service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our 
online section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri 
at 773-871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymedia-
group.com, or go to our website http://www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/placeaclassified.php.

ADOPTION SEARCH ASSISTANCE
Gene Naden is looking for adoptees who are seeking 
their biological relatives. Experienced in genealogy, 
he can help with traditional search methods and DNA 
testing. Free. gene.naden@gmail.com, Chicago-
gene.com (12/27/17-7)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTnuT CLeAning SeRViCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARe yOu gOing THROugH A DiFFiCuLT TiMe? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., LCPC. northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com, www.
BlandTherapy.com (9/26/18-52)

HELP WANTED
enTRePReneuRiAL SPiRiTS WAnTeD. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(10/25/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKe yOuR DeCK LOOK FABuLOuS! Get on our sched-
ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free estimates! Andy OnCall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
FiRST-CLASS ASiAn MALe MASSeuR London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407  (12/27/17-9) 

so and so about you, but you were in my math 
class and you’re pretty cool.’ I made it a point to 
show people who I was instead of telling them.”

When asked about trans allies and what they 
can do to help, Ortiz said, “An ally is not just a 
term, it’s an action. It’s not just a label, you have 
to do the work. We need people to not say they 
are an ally, we need them to BE an ally.”

Later, when she was joined by Fernandez and 
Ortiz’s mother, the dialogue shifted to raising 
and helping a trans child. Anna Ortiz spoke about 
feeling guilt for not knowing how to support 

Reyna and said, though she loved her deeply, “I 
didn’t know what to do.” Fernandez said, “You 
have to love your children for who they are, not 
who you want them to be. You gave her [Reyna] 
unconditional love and that’s what she needed.”

Also during this edition of Vives Q footage of 
Ketty Teanga from an Association of Latinx Mo-
tivating Action (ALMA) fundraiser was shown by 
Garcia, who filmed her in 2009 for an assignment 
for Windy City Times. Miss Ketty was inducted 
into the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame on Nov. 8. 

After the festivities, Ortiz met her public for a 
book-signing.

The next Vives Q event is Tuesday, Jan. 9, at 
The National Museum of Mexican Art.

ORTIZ from page 18
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

CALL FOR INFO TODAY
NEW DEVELOPMENTS!

betrealty.com

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
CAR ACCIDENT, WORK INJURY OR ORTHOPAEDIC INJURY

GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC SPINE AND HAND SURGERY
ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.

Conveninetly located at 7200 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
312-654-8800

www.goldcoastorthopaedic.com
¡Se habla Español!

• BACK
• SHOULDER
• ELBOW
• WRIST
• HAND
• HIP
• KNEE
• ANKLE
• FOOT

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Pre-Marital Agreements  • 

LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts • Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, Ill., 60302
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com
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Discover more about the LGBTQ Film & TV Collection at xfi nity.com/fi ndyourself

Every story in the rainbow

I Am Jazz available at xfi nity.com/stream El Canto Del Colibri 
available on XFINITY Stream app

Stirring romances. Inspiring dramas. Uplifting biographies. Pride comes in many stories. 
XFINITY X1 is the first to provide a diverse, complete, community endorsed LGBTQ 
entertainment experience. Just say “Pride” or “LGBTQ” into the X1 Voice Remote to 

search this one-of-a-kind collection. With XFINITY X1, it’s Pride all year.SM

T:10”
T:10”

http://www.xfinity.com/findyourself



