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By Joanna FURnanS
            
Next month, independent dance artists Jessica Ray and Jenn 
“Po’Chop” Freeman will deliver encore solo performances in a shared 
weekend bill at Links Hall. Having premiered their work in June as 
part of Links Hall’s Co-MISSION residency program, the artists have 
the opportunity to show their work again for audiences who missed 
the successful mini-festival the first time around.
 (Note: The author of this article was also a participating choreog-
rapher in the Co-MISSION Residency program with Jessica Ray, Jenn 
“Po’ Chop” Freeman and Darling Shear.)
 Distinctly different in perspective and aesthetic, the two works 
share themes of embodied memory. Ray’s work explores the memory 
of a passing moment through an exquisitely executed improvisation 
while Freeman uses memories of her grandfather to conjure and rec-
oncile complicated and electrifying versions of herself. Both pieces 
demonstrate risk and vulnerability alongside displays of physical 
prowess.
 It is a bold choice to dance alone on an empty stage with no 
music to fill the air or help pass the time. Yet that is the choice 

Turn to page 15

The uproarious, subversive black comedy 
by renowned performance artist Taylor Mac
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By CaRRiE MaxWEll

In the two months since suspended Chicago Pub-
lic School (CPS) special-education teacher Sarah 
Chambers’ supporters held a Twitter storm with 
the #LetSarahTeach hashtag, she has gotten 
more and more support from students, parents, 
fellow teachers, community leaders and elected 
officials—including legal backing, in the form of 
a lawsuit.

Despite this support, CPS is still pushing for 
her termination; however, Chambers is fight-
ing back against these charges on a variety of 
fronts, including legal action. Since Chambers is 
a tenured teacher, the matter has to go before a 
hearing officer from the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) and she cannot be terminated 
before the hearing officer’s decision. That hearing 
date has not been set.

“On July 7, Chambers and the Chicago Teach-
ers Union (CTU) filed a federal lawsuit against 
the Chicago Board of Education alleging that its 
attempt to terminate her is in retaliation for her 
First Amendment-protected complaints about 
cuts to special education and for her repeatedly 
pointing out how the Board is breaking special 
education law,” said Chambers’ lawyer, Josiah 
Groff. “She also filed a charge with the Illinois 
Department of Human Rights, asking it to inves-
tigate whether the Board’s attempt to terminate 
her is because of her sexual orientation.”

CTU also held a press conference July 7 an-
nouncing the lawsuit with CTU President Karen 
Lewis, Chambers, Groff, special education advo-
cate and Access Living Education Policy Analyst 
Rod Estvan, former Saucedo Elementary School 
parent Angie Chavero and former Saucedo student 
Javonnie Garner in attendance.

Among the many people calling for Chambers’ 
reinstatement are 28 aldermen, including Vice-
Mayor Brendan Reilly and Alds. Tom Tunney, 
James Cappleman, Deb Mel, Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, 
Raymond Lopez, Patrick O’Connor, Ameya Pawar, 
Joe Moreno, Roderick Sawyer, Susan Sadlowski 
Garza, George Cardenas, Toni Foulkes, Ricardo 
Munoz, Michael Zalewski, Daniel Solis, Roberto 
Maldonado, Jason Ervin, Chris Taliaferro, Scott 
Waguespack, Gilbert Villegas, Emma Mitts, Nicho-
las Sposato, Margaret Laurino, Anthony Napoli-
tano, John Arena, Harry Osterman and Debra 
Silverstein.

“Her passionate defense of special needs stu-
dents should be encouraged, not diminished,” 
said Reilly in his statement.

O’Connor, chair of the Chicago City Council 
Education Committee, noted in his statement the 
tense relationship between CTU and CPS over the 
past few years.

“Would not an olive branch in this situation 
[of Chambers suspension] be something to con-
sider?,” said O’Connor. “The children she edu-
cates and advocates for would get a champion 

back at their school, the Board would return a 
great teacher and role model to the classroom 
and some of our critics and supporters would ap-
preciate the wisdom of such a decision.”

LGBT Caucus members Tunney, Capplema, 
Mell, Ramirez-Rosa and Lopez explained in their 
statements that schools need more teachers like 
Chambers who support affirming and safe envi-
ronments for LGBTQ youth.

State Reps. Greg Harris, Kelly Cassidy and Sil-
vana Tabares have also written letters calling for 
Chambers’ reinstatement.

In their joint statement, Harris and Cassidy 
said, “[Sarah has] received distinguished ratings 
from all her previous administrators. We believe 
that it would be a blow to both the special needs 
students she has served so well and the kids who 
have few other openly LGBTQ+ people in their 
community to look up to if they lost her. The 
importance of transparency and community en-
gagement is paramount. Ms. Chambers’ suspen-
sion has caused an uproar in the neighborhood. 
We ask that you be responsive and open to the 
community’s frustration on this issue. The inscru-
table nature of the suspension, given her other-
wise sterling record of advocacy and instruction, 
is concerning.

“As two openly LGBTQ+ elected officials who 
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Lawsuit filed in 
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GUEST COLUMN
By Tanya nGUyEn

I have always taken more of an “academic” ap-
proach to the world, preferring to learn by keep-
ing my nose in a book rather than striking up 
conversations. But part of my growing up has 
entailed realizing the importance of genuine hu-
man connection. While we shouldn’t focus on 
interpersonal relations at the expense of rigor-
ous structural analysis, the only way to get true 
context is to talk to other people.
 Because there are things edited out of pub-
lications. There are things not made legible to 
research studies, things that can’t be conveyed 
in statistics and theory. The long, hot wait to 
bail a friend out. The harsh, uncaring refusal 
from a prison counselor when calling about your 
friend’s grievance. The smell and taste of soli-
tary confinement, which I’ve only heard about.
 But also the joys: stories told in longhand 
snail-mailed letters, welcome-home housewarm-
ings, queer penpal beach picnics, hugs.
 Black & Pink works to end the prison-indus-
trial complex that systematically incentivizes 
people to cage others rather than to address 
the roots of harm. Penpal relationships with our 
LGBTQ and/or HIV+ inside members are at the 
core of Black & Pink’s work because we must 
take direction from the experiences of currently 
and formerly incarcerated people. We must give 
immediate material and emotional support to 
people in prisons now while we do the long-
term, slower work of abolition.
 I joined Black & Pink three years ago. My first 
penpal’s name is Jimmie, and he just had his 
49th birthday. He was released a few months 
after I started writing him, and we became good 
friends. (My three subsequent penpals are all 
out now too; a couple of other members joked 
that I’m a good-luck charm and that I should 
be penpals with everyone to get them released. 
If only!) Through Jimmie, my opposition to in-
carceration deepened from an abstract ideal to 
a personal investment. I was motivated to do 
more.
 In the Chicago chapter, volunteers are warmly 
welcomed and supported in taking on tasks and 
responsibilities. As a member of the penpal sup-
port team, I helped organize orientations to 
match new penpals, which felt so gratifying—I 
urge anyone with the time to sign up and start 
writing today. I attended bimonthly meetings, 
learning how to facilitate agendas and talk 
about difficult issues like oppression dynamics 
and effort/funding priorities.

 After I moved away, I continued to support 
B&P’s work at the national level as we rede-
signed our organizational structure around a na-
tional leadership body and formed new national 
working groups. I was humbled by the knowl-
edge and commitment of everyone who collabo-
rated to write Black & Pink’s values statement 
and to codify our decision-making processes. I 
continue to be inspired by fellow abolitionists 
with whom I now conspire on the end solitary 
confinement and bail/court support national 
working groups. All throughout this work, we 
Black & Pink outside volunteers strive to keep 
our inside penpals’ needs and desires at the 
forefront because we believe in the power of 
people placed behind walls.
 About a year ago, Jimmie took a plea deal 
and, to our community’s dismay, was put back 
inside at Pinckneyville Correctional Center. We’re 
back to letters as our primary form of commu-
nication. I’m looking forward to talking to him 
on the phone soon, which we couldn’t do for the 
last two months, as he was in segregation—85% 
of our inside members who responded to our 
2014 survey have been in solitary confinement; 
about half have spent two or more years there. 
One reason is that LGBTQ prisoners are often 
placed into “protective custody,” even if they 
would rather stay in general population. Ending 
solitary confinement is a pressing issue for Black 
& Pink—and really, anyone who is interested in 
creating a just and safe world.
 Through Black & Pink, I’ve only sharpened my 
praxis and strengthened my stake in collective 
liberation for LGBTQ/HIV+ people, Black people, 
people of color, poor people, disabled people 
who are especially marginalized and criminal-
ized. I’ve learned what it means to not just 
think but to really act in political and affective 
solidarity, and I will continue learning. So let’s 
keep raging and building community and taking 
care of each other.
 Because I want my friend to be home and free. 
I want all of us to be free.

Supporting Black & Pink

Black and Pink’s second national Gathering, to celebrate 12 years of lGBTQ prison abolition 
work, will bring Black and Pink members from across the country to Chicago aug. 4-6. There 
will be a big celebration, award ceremony, and party the evening of aug. 4 at CTU Hall, 1901 
W. Carroll ave, followed by workshops and planning for the next stage in Black and Pink’s work.
 For more information on the national Gathering, see www.blackandpink.org/BP12 . To become 
a penpal, contact blackandpinkchicago@gmail.com
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have spent their careers fighting for equality, we 
are keenly aware of the long history in our com-
munity of job discrimination. We make no accusa-
tions, as we do not have enough of the facts to 
fully understand the situation, but that is exactly 
the problem. Transparency is crucial in situations 
that garner such wide public interest.”

On May 9, a number of educators and activ-
ists published an open letter in support of 
Chambers reinstatement https://iamaneducator.
com/2017/05/09/we-stand-in-solidarity-with-
sarah-chambers-and-the-education-justice-
movement/.

AFT President Randi Weingarten tweeted June 
10, “It’s outrageous that CPS would fire @Sar-

ah4Justice. Retaliation against activists is unac-
ceptable. #LetSarahTeach.”

After the Pride Parade, activists held a call-in 
day to Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s office to reinstate 
Chambers.

“I would appreciate it if people kept calling 
Emanuel’s office to reinstate me,” said Chambers. 
“His number is 312-744-3300 or 312-744-9500.”

For more on this story, see www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/lgbt/Queer-special-ed-
teacher-suspended-indefinitely/58802.html, 
www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Little-
Village-community-members-hold-rally-for-sus-
pended-teacher/58904.html and http://www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Social-media-
campaign-launched-supporting-suspended-
Saucedo-teacher/59184.html.

TEACHER from page 4

PASSAGES

Daddy Orchid
CHICAGO—Earlier this year, the leather com-

munity lost the beloved and respected Daddy 
Orchid (Drea). Daddy Orchid was a scholar, 
teacher, published author and community pa-
tron whose quiet support and keen wisdom has 
at various times undergirded the lives and work 
of individuals and groups in the many outposts 
of the Leather world that she touched.

Though she split her time amongst several 
places, a powerful sense of personal vocation 
encouraged her to be of service to Leatherfolk 
wherever she went and to make a positive im-

pact no matter the length of her tenure in a 
place. Among her contributions were serving 
as a board member of the LRA, vice-president 
of RACK at the University of Chicago, an ac-
tive member of Chicago Leather Association of 
Women (CLAW), and a supporter of RAD Remedy 
and IMsBB. 

She also played a vital role in bringing the 
Carter-Johnson Leather Library to Chicago in 
2011. Though a butch herself, Daddy Orchid 
was a tireless advocate for leather femmes and 
femme visibility within leather communities. 
Daddy Orchid believed in community outreach 
and improvement through education, hav-
ing taught in the U.S. and Canada at LRA, An 

Unholy Harvest, and Queering Power. She at-
tended the MTTA Academy in 2009.

A published author, a selection of her titles 
include “Her Gardener’s Boy” in Me and My Boi: 
Queer Erotic Stories (edited by Sacchi Green); 
“The Office Hustler” in Love Me Tender: Roman-
tic Tales of Pleasure and Pain (edited by Mira 
Paul); plus a wide selection of fanfic. 

Most importantly, though, Daddy Orchid was 
a genuinely good and generous soul who en-
couraged people to accept themselves as they 
are, to live authentically, and love from a place 
of abundance. An exceptional human being in 
many ways, her greatest success was that in 
her brief sojourn on this planet she left the 
world and those who had the privilege of enter-
ing her orbit better than she found them.

She is survived by her leather family: Jess 
and Liz of Toronto, Belladona and Wicked Enig-
ma of Chicago, and Reg of Madison, Wisconsin.

“To health and happiness! May we love our-
selves enough to strive for it without hating 
ourselves for not always reaching it, and may 
we love freedom enough to let others do the 
same!”—D. Orchid

The obituary was originally published in 
GreatLakesDen.net/passings-daddy-orchid/.

Chuck Renslow
memorial set

A public memorial to remember the life of 
businessman Chuck Renslow, founder of Inter-
national Mr. Leather, will be held Sunday, Aug. 
27, at 7 p.m. 

The Renslow Family will host its 36th and fi-
nal White Party celebrating Renslow at Metro, 
3730 N. Clark St. That celebration, open to the 
public, will begin with a memorial service and 
merge into a traditional dance party. The an-
nual White Party celebrated the August birth-
day of Renslow.

Earlier that day, Hesperia Lodge Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons will conduct a masonic 
funeral ritual for Renslow at Jefferson Masonic 
Temple.

Renslow died at age 87 on June 29. See 
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Legendary-Chicago-businessman-activist-
Chuck-Renslow-dies-/59676.html.

Daddy orchid aka Drea. 
Photo from GreatlakesDen.net

*MRED MLS, 1/1/16-12/31/16, Chicago, all property types, ranked by total closed volume.

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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By MaTT SiMonETTE
 
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts)—
one day after introducing legislation that would, 
if enacted, give married same-sex couples a tax 
refund retroactive from their union to the 2013 
invalidation of section 3 of DOMA—spoke at the 
July 14 International Women’s Luncheon, which 
was part of Rainbow PUSH Coalition and Citizen 
Education Fund’s annual conference. (U.S. Rep. 

Maxine Waters and singer Aretha Franklin were 
also slated to appear at the event, but did not.)

Warren did not discuss her tax proposal at the 
luncheon, held at the Chicago Hilton and Tow-
ers, instead focusing on economic- and racial-
inequality in her remarks. The Coalition’s founder, 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., praised Warren as a poli-
tician who understands that “those who have the 
least pay the most” in American society. Warren, 
in turn, praised Jackson as a “champion for jus-
tice and working Americans.”

She opened by reviewing progress in fighting 
inequality she said was made during the Obama 
administration, then detailed efforts by the 
Trump administration to undo that progress.

“America used to be a beacon of light and 
hope,” Warren said. “Now that ‘light’ is the glow 
of [Trump’s] phone, with every ugly tweet.”

She added that America is up against wide-
spread “oppression, suppression and repression,” 
which she called a new ‘axis of evil’ opposing 
Americans.  

“America is richer than ever before, [but] more 
people are left behind than ever before,” Warren 

said. But she promised to maintain a front of op-
position, recalling her removal from the Senate 
floor in February when she attempted to read the 
words from Coretta Scott King while discussing 
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions.

Paraphrasing criticism from Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell—whose words then be-
came a widely-distributed meme in support of 
Warren—Warren said, “I was warned. I was given 
an explanation. And yes, I persisted.”

Warren filed the tax bill, titled the Refund 
Equality Act of 2017, which she co-sponsored 
along with fellow Massachusetts Democrat Sen. 
Richard Neal, on July 13. The bill would allow 
same-sex couples to file amended tax returns 
back to the date of their marriage.

Married gay and lesbian Americans were first 
allowed to file joint returns in 2013. The IRS 
typically allows persons to file amended tax re-
turns going back three years. Warren and Neal’s 
bill would allow for individuals to file amended 
returns from earlier years should they have been 
married prior to 2010.

“For nearly a decade, legally married same-sex 
couples had to file their taxes as single persons, 
often paying more taxes than they would owe 
if they could file as married,” Warren said in a 
July 13 statement. “This bill is a simple fix to 
allow same-sex couples to claim the tax refunds 
they earned but were denied because of who they 
love.”

Both U.S. senators from Illinois—Tammy Duck-
worth (D) and Richard Durbin (D)—have signed 
on as co-sponsors of the legislation.

Warren speaks at
Rainbow PUSH event

U.S. Elizabeth Warren. 
Photo by Hal Baim

Point Foundation
names 52 recipients
of scholarships

Point Foundation (Point), a scholarship-
granting organization for LGBTQ students, an-
nounced 52 scholarship recipients.

From more than 2,000 applicants, 27 LGBTQ 
students were chosen to be Point Scholars. 
Point is also welcoming 25 LGBTQ students to 
its expanded Community College Scholarship 
Program, thanks to continued support from 
Wells Fargo.

For 2017–18, there will be 98 LGBTQ students 
receiving financial assistance and programmat-
ic support from Point as they pursue their as-
sociate, bachelor’s or graduate degrees.

Those with local connections who are in the 
newest group of Point Scholars include the Uni-
versity of Chicago’s Sarah Daoud, who is a Jans-
sen Infectious Diseases Scholar; Eric Gonzaba 
of Corydon, Indiana, who is a Ph.D. candidate 
in history at Virginia’s George Mason Univer-
sity; Adil Mansoor of Lombard, Illinois, who’s 
pursuing a master’s in theater at Carnegie Mel-
lon University; Chicago’s Le’Priya White, a so-
ciology major at Oberlin College; and Chicago’s 
Harper Zacharias, an international-relations 
major at New York’s Bard College.

The newest Community College Scholarship 
Program recipients include Diana Campos, who 
is a student at Richard J. Daley College in Chi-
cago; and Sergio Tundo, a former PrEP case 
manager at Chicago House and current program 
coordinator at Ann and Robert H. Lurie Child-
rens Hospital who is studying nursing at Tru-
man College.

See PointFoundation.org.

Public funeral set
for ‘True Blood’ actor

A public funeral for Nelsan Ellis—who played 
gay character Lafayette on the HBO show True 
Blood—will be held Saturday, July 22, at Holy 
Temple Cathedral, 15912 Lincoln Ave., in Har-

vey, Illinois, according to a Page Six item.
Also, there will be a public viewing on Fri-

day, July 21, 6-9 p.m., at Leak & Sons Funeral 
Home, 18400 Pulaski Rd., in Country Club Hills, 
Illinois. Pastor Tyrone Gaston will officiate the 
July 22 service, starting at 11 a.m.

Ellis died July 8 from heart failure at age 
39. His family issued a statement attributing 
the heart failure to longtime alcohol and drug 
abuse.

He was born in Harvey, Illinois, and he and 
his family moved to Alabama before he moved 
to Chicago in his mid-teens. After being in the 
military, Ellis studied at Illinois State Univer-
sity before getting his bachelor’s degree at the 
New York City’s Juilliard School.

Ellis was also behind the local group The Col-
lective Theatre, an African-American company. 
He discussed the company’s first play, Hoo-
Doo Love, with Windy City Times in 2012; see 
WindyCityMediaGroup.com/lgbt/Nelsan-Ellis-
From-True-Blood-to-Hoodoo-Love/39569.html.

The Page Six item is at http://pagesix.
com/2017/07/14/funeral-for-true-blood-star-
nelsan-ellis-to-be-open-to-the-public/.

Man found in 
Steamworks, 
dies later
A 31-year-old man was pronounced dead ear-
ly the morning of July 11 after being found 
in medical distress in a room at Steamworks 
Baths, 3246 N. Halsted St., in Lake View.
 The incident was first reported July 11 on the 
Crime in Wrigleyville + Boystown (CWB) blog.
 The man was transported to Advocate Il-
linois Masonic Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead. According to a CWB source, 
evidence of GHB—gamma hydroxybutyrate, re-
ferred to colloquially as a “date rape drug”—
was discovered at the scene. Area North detec-
tives are investigating the matter.
 According to the Cook County medical exam-
iner’s office, David Anthony Deleon, 31, of the 
3600 block of North Rita Street, was found at 
3246 N. Halsted St. (Steamworks’ address) and 
pronounced dead at Illinois Masonic on July 11 
at 6:02 a.m. The cause and manner of death 
have not yet been revealed, pending further 
studies.
 The incident marks the second such episode 
at Steamworks this year. On Jan. 23, a 36-year-
old man was found unresponsive in the bath 
house’s jacuzzi area. No evidence of foul play 
was determined at the time of that episode.
 Crime in Wrigleyville + Boystown’s article is 
at BIT.LY/2UELTDP.
—Andrew Davis and Matt Simonette

nelsan Ellis. 
Photo by Ryan Bourque

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1
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Vidal receives
Rosa Parks award

TransLatin@ Coalition President Maritxa Vidal 
was among those who received the Rosa Parks 
Equality Award at the We Dream in Color Humani-
tarian Celebration on July 15 at the DuSable Mu-
seum. (Vidal is also the director of health educa-
tion and community marketing and outreach at 
the Puerto RIcan Cultural Center’s Vida/Sida.)

Writer/model/philanthropist Candace Jordan 
and actress/singer/author Cynda Williams co-
hosted the event.

According to its website, Project We Live And 
Remember In Color’s mission “is to unify the 
awareness colors of health and humanity in one 
ribbon.”

Photo courtesy of Vidal

Some Walgreens 
to start PrEP 
prescriptions
By MaTT SiMonETTE

Deerfield-based Walgreens announced July 10 
that providers at Walgreens Healthcare Clinics 
in select markets would soon be able to provide 
patients with consultations and prescriptions 
for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, or PrEP.  Chicago 
is currently not among the markets in question, 
which include Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus 
(Ohio), Dallas, Denver, Kansas City, Knoxville, Las 

Vegas, Louisville, Memphis, Nashville, Orlando, 
Philadelphia, Phoenix, Tucson, Washington, D.C., 
and Wichita.

The PrEP intervention, most widely available as 
the oral medication Truvada, has been shown to 
reduce the likelihood of HIV infection by more 
than 90 percent.

Pat Carroll, MD, chief medical officer of Wal-
greens Healthcare Clinics, said in a statement 
that the program was expanded after a pilot pro-
gram in the Houston area. The wider rollout of-
ficially began July 13.

Patients will be screened for HIV and other 
STIs, and, upon review of their test results, re-
ceive a PrEP prescription if necessary.

“As we continue to help improve the compre-
hensive health and wellbeing of our patients, 
while also supporting communities across the 
nation that are impacted by HIV, we are looking 
forward to rolling out our prevention initiative 
more broadly,” added Carroll.

Night Ministry opens
bus to community

The Night Ministry brought the Health Outreach 
Bus to the Daley Plaza to help communicate its 
mission of providing housing, medical exams and 
other forms of care to people experiencing home-
less to the community July 12.

Visitors were offered the opportunity to take a 
tour of the custom designed 38-foot bus, learn 
about volunteering opportunities, meet with di-
rect service staff and receive goodie bags. 

The bus was open to the public from 1 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The Chicago Food Truck Fest was also 
there, which made the event an informative and 
delicious one. 

More information about The Night Ministry can 
be found at TheNightMinistry.org.
—Emagin Tanaschuk

Local law firm
installs transition,
identity guidelines

CHICAGO—Baker McKenzie has announced 
the implementation of its North America gender 
transition and identity guidelines, joining other 
leading employers in implementing a policy that 
addresses the needs of transgender, gender non-
conforming and non-binary gender identity em-
ployees. 

The guidelines reflect best practices shared by 
organizations such as the Human Rights Cam-
paign and the Transgender Law Center.

The guidelines go beyond gender transition to 
include gender identity; in addition, they explain 
how managers and employees can support gen-
der transition in the workplace. They also provide 
direction to relevant resources such as health in-
surance information, and practical matters such 
as restroom accessibility and appropriate use of 
pronouns.

Maritxa Vidal at the ceremony.
Facebook photo

FULL ACRE ESTATE IN OAK PARK 
417 North Kenilworth Avenue

Six Bedrooms, Four and Two Half Baths, Mature Landscaping and Coach House
Offered at $2,250,000

MICHAEL KENNELLY
312-310-9855 
Michael.Kennelly@cbexchange.com

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

HOT ALBANY PARK
4930 North Hamlin Avenue

Four Bedrooms, Two and One Half Baths 
Offered at $524,900

OPEN HOUSE, 
SUNDAY, JULY 23RD 1-4 PM

richard fisher dealerships

RF2K.com

stk#EV24110

$3000OFF
*

AlltrackGolf
New 2017 

3YearSELECT NEW CARS QUALIFY FOR 
3 YEAR VW MAINTENANCE

*Msrp 23,920, All incentives and discounts included. Sample stk#EV24110. Pictures 
for illustration purposes only. Must qualify. Plus tax, title, lic, dest. & doc fees. While 

stocks last. See dealer for more details. Expires 7-31-17.

save * $10,537up
to

H  RETIRED COURTESY VEHICLE PROGRAM H

Looking for Great Deal?
A like new vechile with low miles, never been titled, be the first owner. Take advantage of our 
amazing courtesy vehilce/ dealer demo program. The vehilce has been in the dealership the 
entire life of the vehicle and is maintained as if it is our own. Kept to the standards of our new 

vehicle’s and providing you with THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN SAVINGS!!
*For well qualified buyers, not all will qualify for this low rate. Offer sample; 2016 Fiat 500X Stock#FL0570,

See dealer for details. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. 1.99% apr for 36 mos.= $28.60 per $1000 financed. Expires July  31, ‘17 

2016 FIAT 500X

SPEC I A L

AND

1.99%
36 mos.

as low as

*

apr

OFF MSRP

CELEBRATE THE PRIDE

WITH A NEW RIDE!

MORE than 

2,000 Cars
Always in Stock!

http://www.rf2k.com


July 19, 20178 WINDY CITY TIMES

By CaRRiE MaxWEll

More than 1,000 women from all walks of life 
convened at McCormick Place to kick off the Unit-
ed State of Women Galvanize Program on July 15.

The two-day Galvanize Program is an outgrowth 
of former President Barack Obama’s Council on 
Women and Girls (created in March 2009) to 
improve the lives of women and girls in every 
Obama White House policy or initiative.

Valerie Jarrett (former senior advisor to Presi-
dent Obama) and Tina Tchen (former chief of staff 
to First Lady Michelle Obama) were the council’s 
co-chairs, with Tchen as executive director.

One of the results of the council’s work was last 
year’s first-ever United State of Women national 
summit at the White House.

“The energy and enthusiasm in that room was 
like nothing I’ve ever seen,” said Jarrett in her 
letter on the newly created Galvanize Program 
website. “Throughout the program, we heard 
from women and allies about how to break down 
gender equity barriers and empower ourselves as 
advocates on critical issues ranging from health, 
to violence against women, economic security, 
entrepreneurship, human rights and education. 
The Summit brought together people from di-
verse backgrounds and identities—grassroots or-
ganizers and CEOs, scientists and activists, local 
elected officials and national leaders—with one 
common goal in mind: equity for all women.”

This year, the summit will take place in a vari-
ety of cities across the U.S. with a diverse group 
of speakers and workshops. 

Tchen opened the Chicago summit by urging 

women to “Learn how to do amazing things.”
Later that morning, Tchen said, “What Galva-

nize means is to bring together people from all 
communities to support gender equity across the 
issues whether it is healthcare or violence against 
transgender or cisgender women and girls.

“One of the things I am most proud of during 
our eight years in the White House is how far we 
came on LGBT rights. The day the marriage equal-
ity decision came down from the Supreme Court 
was one that I will always remember and I loved 
seeing the White House lit up in the rainbow col-
ors that night. But that is all under threat. It is 
more important now than ever to speak out and 
get involved.”

Channyn Parker, a trans advocate from Chicago 
House’s TransLife program, told the audience her 
existence defies logic, since the statistics show, 
according to her, that most transgender people 
are dead by age 35. She explained that her mis-
sion is to ensure transgender people not only 
live, but thrive. Parker noted the best things cis-
gender people can do is acknowledge that trans-
gender women are women as well as challenge 
anti-transgender remarks and laws whenever they 
crop up. She said it is important to put one’s 
words and passions into action.

Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx ex-
plained that the fullness of herself includes grow-
ing up in poverty, having an abortion and being 
a survivor of sexual abuse and assault and all of 
those experiences have informed her life’s work. 
She noted her status as the first African-American 
woman to be Cook County state’s attorney.

Later that morning, Foxx said events like Gal-
vanize Chicago are important to give women the 
tools and information to get involved in the po-
litical or non-profit worlds. She noted that run-
ning for office is hard and one needs to know why 

they are embarking on this endeavor.
“I think it is really important for women to 

support each other, to talk about our collective 
power and empower one another,” said Foxx.

In terms of LGBTQ people and folks with HIV/
AIDS, Foxx explained that her mission and pol-
icy decisions as state’s attorney center around 
people living free from harm so they can grow 
and thrive. Foxx said this is especially true for 
communities that have been preyed upon and 
marginalized and this includes prosecuting hate 
crimes and fighting to remove the panic defense 
as an excuse for people who have hurt or killed 
LGBTQ folks. Foxx noted that she hired a chief 
diversity officer and from that came employee re-
source groups (including one for LGBTQ employ-
ees) who advise her on various issues. She said it 
is important for LGBTQ folks to be at the table for 
every policy decision that comes out of her office.

Sen. Dick Durbin spoke about wife Loretta’s 
organization—the Illinois Women’s Institute for 
Leadership (IWIL), of which she is a founding 
board member. The IWIL was formed more than a 
decade ago to assist women who espouse Demo-
cratic ideals in their quest to become elected or 
appointed officials. Durbin also invoked the late 
Shirley Chisholm, including her quote, “If they 
don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a fold-
ing chair.”

In a query from this publication, Jarrett ex-
plained that the magic of Galvanize is its inclu-
sivity and one of the things she wants attendees 
to realize is the unique challenges women of 
color and LGBTQ women face as they think about 
how they want to achieve their goals. She said 
150 attendees had already expressed interest in 
running for office that morning.

Among the other July 15 morning session 
speakers were Rep. Robin Kelly, YWCA Metropoli-
tan Chicago CEO Dorri McWhorter, Women Em-
ployed CEO and President Iliana Mora, Kids Off 
the Block Founder Diane Latiker, Illinois Business 

Immigration Coalition Executive Director Rebecca 
Shi, Organizing for America National Organizing 
Director Jennifer Warner, Chicago Foundation for 
Women CEO and President K. Sujata, Bright Pink 
CEO Katie Thiede, Illinois state Sen. Toi Hutchin-
son, Planned Parenthood Illinois Action CEO/
President Jennifer Welch and Access Living CEO/
President Marca Bristo.

After a series of training workshops, the eve-
ning program included LGBTQ artist Sam Kirk, 
Youth for Black Lives co-founder Eva Lewis, Val-
erie Jarrett, and Hamilton singer Ari Afsar, among 
others. On Sunday, U.S. Rep. Danny Davis, state 
Rep. Juliana Stratton, state Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza, city Treasurer Anna Valencia, LGBTQ at-
torney Nabeela Rasheed, and several others ad-
dressed the crowd.

Other cities slated to hold local summits in-
clude Columbus, Ohio; Atlanta, Georgia; Miami; 
Albuquerque; and Philadelphia. Another national 
summit will be held in Los Angeles in 2018.

See https://www.theunitedstateofwomen.org/ 
for more information.

United State of Women
holds Chicago summit

lGBTQ attorney-activist nabeela Rashid (left) and a panel of women regarding business, technol-
ogy and labor.
Photo by tracy Baim

Channyn lynn Parker. 
Photo by tracy Baim

Galvanize Chicago Co-Chair Tina Tchen. 
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

LGBTQ seniors 
sought for study

Howard Brown Health is looking for sub-
jects to complete a survey on LGBTQ againg 
as part of the LGBTQ&A: The Aging Project.

Subjects need to be at least 50 years old, 
identify as members of the LGBTQ community 
and be Cook County residents.

The survey is confidential and will take 
approximately 30 minutes to complete. Gift 
cards of $10 will be offered to the first 400 
participants.

Email TheAgingProject@HowardBrown.org 
or call 773-630-9429.

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1
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Nine individuals, three organizations and two 
friends of the community have been selected 
for 2017 induction into the Chicago LGBT Hall 
of Fame, the organization which honors and cel-
ebrates notable members of Chicago’s LGBT com-
munities.

The Hall of Fame’s annual induction ceremony 
will take place Wed., Nov. 8, at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. Clark St. The 
reception will begin at 5:30 p.m., with the pro-
gram scheduled to follow. The event is free and 
open to the public.

The inductees were selected by a committee 

composed of current individual inductees who 
reviewed an array of nominations submitted by 
members of the public. The names were released 
by Friends of the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame, a 
section 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Hall of Fame inductees fall into one of three 
categories: “individual,” “organization” or 
“friend of the community.” Nominees represent 
LGBT Chicagoans, past and present, living and 
dead, as well as those who have supported or 
assisted them.

Those honored in 2017 in the “individual” 
category include:

—Keith Butler, 45: Butler is an actor who 
starred as Kevin in the groundbreaking three-part 
TV movie Kevin’s Room, about a support group 
for Black gay men. Butler used the platform to 
raise AIDS awareness and improve sexual health 

in the LGBT community, particularly within com-
munities of color. 

—Kathy Caldwell, 58: Caldwell is a police of-
ficer whose community service includes positions 
as treasurer of the Lesbian and Gay Police Asso-
ciation and Gay Officer’s Action League as well as 
the vice chair of the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame. 
She is a former board member of the Chicago Gay 
Games, serving as liaison between police, the city 
and the Gay Games. 

—Ketty Teanga aka Miss Ketty (1947-2011): 
Teanga was a performer and pioneer in the La-
tina trans community as well as a mentor to many 

young Latina and drag performers. Teanga was 
largely known for performing at Circuit Nightclub 
with the long-running promotion La Noche Loca 
for 15 years.

—Greer Lankton (1958-1996): Raised in Park 
Forest, Illinois, Lankton was a distinctive trans-
gender artist who blended folk and fine art in 
her work. A leading figure in the East Village Art 
Renaissance of the 1980s, she died in Chicago in 
1996. In early 2017, Lankton became the first 
trans artist to show at the National Gallery of Art.

—Mark Nagel, 55: A veteran of Chicago’s LGBT 
press and avid supporter of numerous community 
causes and organizations. Starting in 1993, Na-
gel worked in several capacities at Gay Chicago 
Magazine. Eight years ago, he helped launch the 
popular publication, GRAB Magazine. 

—Glen Pietrandoni, 61: A veteran of Walgreens 

who from 1996-2003 managed the pharmacy at 
Howard Brown Health Center specializing in HIV/
AIDS, he also co-chaired AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago World of Chocolate for nine years and was a 
board member for TPA, where he was recognized 
as volunteer of the year in 2002. 

—Dulce Quintero, 39: Director of Health Cen-
ter Operations at Erie Humboldt Park. Quintero 
was a former direct service provider and advo-
cate for homeless/street-based clients including 
LGBT youth and established and operated La Casa 
Norte’s Casa Corazon Youth Drop-in program for 
LGBTQ street based youth. 

—Timothy Stewart-Winter, 37: He is a historian 
and author of the critically acclaimed book Queer 
Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics, which 
documents the emergence of the LGBT movement 
in Chicago. Stewart-Winter is currently associate 
professor of history at Rutgers University-Newark. 

—Alicia T. Vega, 46: Vega is a founder of the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance at Loyola. In 1995, 
Vega joined Amigas Latinas, eventually becom-
ing joining the board and serving as co-chair and 
treasurer. She is also a committed advocate for 
communities affected by trauma, especially LG-
BTQ youth. In 2013, she founded Q-Yes: Queer 
Youth Exploring Spirituality. 

Those in the “organization” category include:
—Lavender Woman: It was a groundbreaking 

publication and one of the earliest lesbian pe-
riodicals in the country. The all-volunteer staff 
published 26 issues during 1971-1976, fostering 
lesbian awareness while chronicling art, news 
and issues in the lesbian community of Chicago 
and beyond. 

—Leather Archives and Museum: It is an inter-
nationally renowned museum and archives com-
mitted to safeguarding the history of the leather 
and kink community. Founded in 1991 by Chuck 
Renslow and Tony DeBlase, the LA&M has been as 
source of research and education through exhib-
its and workshops for 26 years.

—People Like Us Bookstore (1988-1997): Chi-
cago’s only exclusively gay and lesbian bookstore 
functioned as a community center, providing a 
safe space for LGBT individuals to explore their 
sexuality. The store hosted numerous LGBT au-
thors, readings and events as well as donated gift 
certificates to countless LGBT organizations. 

Those in the “Friends of the Community” cat-
egory include:

—Alphawood Foundation: A leader in Chicago’s 
philanthropic community for more than 25 years, 
offering grants to assist numerous LGBT organiza-
tions including the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 
TPAN and the Center on Halsted. The organization 
recently presented the Art AIDS America exhibit 
from December 2016 through April 2017. 

—Ralla Klepak, 80: Klepak is a longtime Chi-
cago lawyer recognized for decades of service to 
the LGBT community. Klepak represented hun-
dreds of gay men in raids and entrapment cases. 
Klepak was a pro bono lawyer for Mattachine 
Midwest and a champion of same sex adoptions. 
Additional contributions included changing birth 
certificates for trans clients, and providing estate 
planning for those dying of AIDS. 

The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame was established 
in 1991 under the auspices of what was then the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations’ Advi-
sory Council on Gay and Lesbian (later, Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) Issues, a munici-
pal government agency. At the end of 2011, the 
advisory council ceased to exist after a commis-
sion restructuring, and the Friends organization 
succeeded it as caretaker of the Hall of Fame in 
partnership with city government.

Beginning with the first ceremony in 1991, 
former Mayor Richard M. Daley personally partici-
pated in the Hall of Fame’s induction ceremonies. 
Current Mayor Rahm Emanuel has done the same.

The purpose of the organization is to recognize 
the achievements of LGBT Chicagoans, their con-
tributions to the development of the city, and the 
help they have received from others. This year 
marks the 27th annual induction ceremony, which 
remains an official recognition by Chicago’s gov-
ernment of the city’s LGBT residents and their 
allies.

Those selected for the “individual” category are 
or were members of Chicago’s LGBT communities 
and have made single far-reaching or significant 
long-term contributions to the quality of life of 
those communities or the city as a whole. Those 
in the “organization” category are LGBT business-
es and nonprofit groups that have done likewise. 
“Friends of the community” are non-LGBT-identi-
fied individuals and organizations that have con-
tributed to the quality of life of the city’s LGBT 
communities.

Chicago LGBT Hall
of Fame announces
2017 inductees

Hall of Fame inductee Kathy Caldwell and Pat Ciara. 
Photo from Ciara

Ketty Teanga aka Miss Ketty. 
Photo by Jerry Nunn



Anti-trans defense
budget amendment
defeated in House
By MaTT SiMonETTE

The U.S. House of Representatives, on July 13, 
rejected a budget amendment, put forward by 
U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-Missouri), that would 
have prohibited the Department of Defense from 
paying for transgender employees’ medical pro-
cedures related to their transition. The vote was 
214-209.

The vote followed a day of aggressive lobby-
ing by LGBT advocates and supporters to reject 
the proposal, which Hartzler introduced July 12. 
The Missouri congresswoman said the amend-
ment was intended as a cost-cutting measure. A 
2016 RAND Corporation study said, however, that 
once transgender personnel are fully integrated 
into the U.S. Military, the number of transition-
related procedures such as hormone therapy and 
gender-reassignment surgery would be relatively 
small.

Top military brass asked Defense Secretary 
James Mattis to delay full implementation of rules 
allowing transgender members to serve openly 
until January 2018. Currently serving transgender 
personnel are not affected by the delay.

“Today’s strong, bipartisan vote sent a re-
sounding message of support for our military 
families and transgender service members,” said 
HRC President Chad Griffin in a statement. “This 
dangerous amendment would have put at risk the 
health and wellbeing of military families, and 
threatened military readiness and national secu-
rity. We applaud those members from both parties 
who stood up for the thousands of transgender 
service members proudly serving their country.”

American Military Partner Association (AMPA) 
President Ashley Broadway-Mack called the pro-
posal “a horrifying, vicious attack on service 
members and military family members” in a 
statement. She added, “It would have been be-
yond unconscionable to rip away the critically 
important health care of transgender military 
family members and service members—care that 
their doctors believe is medically necessary—and 
would have severely harmed thousands of mili-
tary families and undermined military readiness.”

OutServe-SLDN Executive Director Matt Thorn 
added, “It would have been harmful to trans ser-
vice members, spouses, and families with trans 
children; it would have undermined our mis-
sion readiness by degrading our capabilities as 
a fighting force. OutServe-SLDN will continue to 
support and defend our trans brothers and sisters 
in any and all legal and advocacy matters.”

In a July 13 HRC conference call in anticipation 
of the vote, activist Shari Swokowski, a transgen-
der armed-services veteran, said, “I’m appalled 
that anyone would withdraw medical care from 
anyone. … I wonder what Rep. Hartzler would 
think about the government coming between 
doctors and the healthcare of her or her family 
members.”

The RAND study is at RAND.org/pubs/research_
reports/RR1530.html.

Benefit concert 
for Russian 
violinist Aug. 26

Chicago LGBTQ community leaders are hosting 
a benefit concert for Artem Kolesov, a 23-year-
old gay man who caught the world’s attention 
when he came out earlier this year on YouTube as 
part of a Russian “Children-404” project, which 
invites teenagers to share their stories and dis-
cuss LGBT issues in Russia.

The concert, “From Russia with Love: A benefit 
concert for Artem Kolesov and other LGBTQ refu-
gees fleeing persecution,” will take place Satur-
day, Aug. 26, at 7 p.m. at the Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St.

While his move caught international attention, 
it also means that he can never return home. 
His dream, therefore, is to insure his safety by 
obtaining U.S. citizenship. Kolesov now lives 
in Chicago, where he is first violinist in the Yas 
Quartet, which is in residence at Roosevelt Uni-
versity’s Chicago College of Performing Arts.

Ticket prices start at $50 each; visit https://
community.centeronhalsted.org/pages/from-rus-
sia-with-love. All proceeds will benefit legal costs 
associated with Kolesov’s pursuit of U.S citizen-
ship; American Friends of Rainbow Railroad; and 
Chicago LGBT Asylum Support Program (CLASP).

(Kolesov was a Windy City Times 30 Under 30 
honoree this year. Also, his story is at WindyCi-
tyMediaGroup.com/lgbt/Russian-born-violinist-
makes-waves-after-coming-out/59026.html.)

Gay & Lesbian 
Parents Group 
to reunite 

Chicago’s Gay & Lesbian Parents Group—which 
was active from the mid-1970s through the 
1990s—will hold a reunion on Sunday, July 30, 
at 4 p.m. at Sidetrack, 3449 N. Halsted St.

The Gay Parents Group was founded in 1976, 
when a divorced lesbian mother placed an ad in 
GayLife newspaper announcing the formation of 
a support group for gay men and lesbians with 
children. Within a year the group had grown to 
nearly four dozen members and became too large 
to meet in people’s homes on a regular basis.

The meeting at Sidetrack will be a casual get-
together, is free (cash bar), and open to all who 
belonged to the organization. For more infor-
mation, go to facebook.com/ChicagoGLParents-
Group.
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artem 
Kolesov. 
PR photo

Radisson Blu Aqua Hotel • 221 N. Columbus Drive

SPONSORED BY

Cinema/Chicago and the 
53rd Chicago International Film Festival 
present

Cinema/Chicago and the 53rd Chicago International Film Festival invite you to a special tribute to 
two-time Academy Award© winner and three-time Golden Globe©-winning actress Jane Fonda.

For tickets and table reservations: 312.683.0121 x122 or CHICAGOFILMFESTIVAL.COM

EVENING PARTNERS RECEPTION PARTNERS ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

6:30 PM       Cockails, Small Plates, Silent Auction
8:00 PM       Tribute to Jane Fonda   
9:30 PM       After-party with DJ 
Net proceeds from the event will benefit Cinema/Chicago’s   
year-round Education Programs.

EVENING HOST: Richard Roeper 
Chicago Sun-Times columnist and 

film critic and host of 
Fox 32 Good Day Chicago.

http://www.chicagofilmfestival.com
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By TaRina HaRGRayS
 
Zipporah Jarmon and Michelle Janayea have 
stamped themselves as two young, trailblazing 
entrepreneurs breaking barriers in the LGBTQ+ 
community.

Business partners Jarmon and Janayea have 
recently launched their underwear line, Pyramid 
Seven—which they say was created for periods, 
not gender. The underwear works by removing ex-
tra fabric from boxer briefs and adding additional 
fabric in the crotch area in order for wearers to 
place their menstrual pads securely inside their 
boxer briefs.

How did this product come about? Jarmon, 
26—who grew up in Chicago and got her bach-
elor’s in graphic design—was experiencing severe 
cramps while at work last April; soon, her clothes 
had become ruined. She told Windy City Times 
she thought to herself “Wow, this sucks!” Accord-
ing to Jarmon, what also was bad was having to 
wear feminine underwear one week out of every 
month when she actually preferred to wear boxers 
and/or boxer briefs. With that in mind, Jarmon 
thought that other people (such as those who 
identify as masculine or transgender) might have 
the same problem, and decided she wanted to do 
something about it. Soon after, she began think-
ing of a name/logo and a fashion designer for 
what would later be called Pyramid Seven.

Janayea, 24, is from Rhode Island and had re-
cently graduated from Columbia College in Chi-
cago with a double bachelor’s in fashion design 
and business. She and Jarmon had traveled in the 
same social circles for quite some time; however, 
the two weren’t close. One night a mutual friend 
told Janayea of Jarmon’s business idea. “She was 
all for it,” said Jarmon. After that Janayea began 
to freelance for a while and, later, became busi-
ness partners with Jarmon.

Within the coming months, the two faced many 
obstacles getting Pyramid Seven running, mostly 
with finances. Jarmon said that starting out, she 
financed “about 97 percent” of Pyramid Seven. 
She explained that it was hard, adding with a 
laugh, “I’m not rich.” 

Since then, Jarmon and Janayea have gotten 
their funding by asking for donations from fam-
ily and friends. June 18 marked the company’s 
launch and supporters were able to donate money 
to Pyramid Seven as well as menstrual products. 
If someone donated more than $50, the company 
would donate a pair of Pyramid Seven under-
wear to the Broadway Youth Center (BYC), which 
serves as a safe haven for LGBTQ teens and young 
adults. Menstrual products that were donated 
were also given to BYC.

Janayea told WCT that the feedback has been 

amazing. According to her, customers have said 
that Pyramid Seven underwear is comfortable, se-
cure and is “what people have been looking for.” 
Jarmon added that Pyramid Seven is not only in-
clusive to gender but to race and body type: “We 
want to represent the real thing.”

When asked what their favorite part of work-
ing on Pyramid Seven has been, both Jarmon and 
Janayea said that it has been working with one 
another. Jarmon said the reason their partner-
ship works so well is because they “check each 
other and hold each other to a high standard.” 
Similarly, Janayea said that the two “just seem 
to get each other.” Janayea also added that of-
ten times people are scared to get into business 
with another person due to the fact that one 
person might feel more entitled to the company. 
However, she said that like her and Jarmon, that 
shouldn’t be a problem as long as you “find some-
one who reciprocates what you put in.”

Both women agreed that the best part has 
been their friendship, which they described as 
an essential part of Pyramid Seven. When asked 
what advice she would give to aspiring business 
owners, Jarmon said, “You can’t do it by your-
self. If it was just me or Michelle, the company 
might have not even launched.” Janayea added 
that when starting a company, one should always 
ask, “What is it that I need that would benefit 

my lifestyle or my community?” She then said, “If 
you want it, it’s a need.”

Jarmon and Janayea agreed that Pyramid Seven 
was a “conversation starter” for them and the LG-
BTQ community. They saw it as having a problem 
in their community that they couldn’t wait for 

people who weren’t apart of the LGBTQ commu-
nity to solve. As for the future of Pyramid Seven, 
new designs and possible products are already in 
the works. 

To shop or learn more about Pyramid Seven, 
visit PyramidSeven.com.

BUSINESS

Pyramid Seven’s period
underwear and a tale of
two entrepreneurs

Michelle Janayea (left) and Zipporah Jarmon 
(right) of Pyramid Seven.    
PR photo

Models wearing Pyramid Seven.    
PR photo

Artist designs
Comcast bags

Comcast announced that artist Sam Kirk has 
created a special reusable Chicago-themed bag 
for the company. The bag will be available at 
the Xfinity booth at community events Comcast 
is sponsoring and participating in in the city 
and suburbs this summer. 

Kirk is a well-known Chicago lesbian artist 
whose mission is “to create artwork that cel-
ebrates people and inspires pride and recogni-
tion for under represented communities.” 

Comcast will give the bags away at these and 
other events this summer. (Events are in Chi-
cago unless otherwise stated).vThe bags will 
be available while supplies last.

—Sheffield Music Festival & Garden Walk: 
July 22-23

—Taste of Lincoln Avenue: July 29-30
—Northalsted Market Days: Aug. 12-13
—Festa Italiana: Aug. 19-20
—Taste of Greektown: Aug. 26-27
—Taste of Melrose Park: Sept. 1-3

—Lakeview Tacofest: Sept. 16-17
—West Loop Art Fest: Sept. 16-17
—Taste of Randolph: Sept. 16-18
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Activism meet-ups, personal book  
recommendations, weekly events,  
Kids Storytime, and more!  

There are so many 
reasons to support  
Chicago’s only 
feminist bookstore.

Alvin Uy was the DJ for a high school dance as 
he was knew all the top current hits to play. 
Thereafter, random students would see him and 
simply say, “You’re the DJ.”
 And he still is.
 “I’d like to say I have an ear for playing 
tracks that are unique and provocative and 
will be received well by the audience,” Uy said. 
“I’ve also become better at feeling the energy 
of the crowd and playing tracks accordingly.”

 Uy grew up playing the piano and a few 
other instruments, “so music was a big part of 
my life,” he said. “As I got older and went to 
various parties, I was always in awe at how a 
DJ could make or break a party. I felt I had 
the ear to play the great music needed to keep 
a party energized, so I saved money, bought 
equipment, and began looking for gigs.”
 When not in the DJ booth or bartending 
in Boystown, Uy also is studying in nursing 

school.
 In the DJ booth, Alvin the Funkmunk long 
pushes house music. “My style is funky and 
soulful,” he said. “I find satisfaction as a DJ 
when I look at the crowd and see people of 
all backgrounds having fun and dancing while 
feeling the same feel good energy that I feel.” 
 Alvin the Funkmunk was a DJ at PrideFest. 
“Feeling the intensity of the bass from all 
the subwoofers and speakers on stage was 
incredible. I wish I had the same sound system 
to play on all the time,” he said.
 Uy said some of his DJ idols/role-models 
include Ralphi Rosario, Derrick Carter, and 
Michael Serafini. “I love the energy that they 
put out every time they spin. You always feel 
the love in all their sets,” he said.
 Uy added, “I don’t take myself too seriously. 
I’m all about sharing positive energy and 
hoping that it makes other people feel better.”

• Age
29

• Job title
Bartender at 
Progress Bar 

• Background
Grew up in 
Naperville, now 
lives in Lake View

• Most recent concert
Spring Awakening 
2017

• First concert
Rock the Bells Hip 
Hop Tour in 2008 at 
First Midwest Bank 
Amphitheatre

• DJ name
Alvin the Funkmunk

• DJ background
Since high school 
in 2004

Alvin Uy
TExT By RoSS FoRMan

PHoToS FRoM Uy

in the LIFEin the LIFE

LIVE IN CHICAGO

SATURDAY, JULY 29
BUY TICKETS AT THE VENUE BOX OFFICE, ONLINE AT TICKETMASTER.COM OR BY PHONE AT 800-745-3000

GET TICKETS NOW!

EVERY PAIR (2) OF TICKETS FOR THESE SHOWS WILL INCLUDE A PHYSICAL CD OF BARRY’S NEW ALBUM

THIS IS MY TOWN: SONGS OF NEW YORK

https://www1.ticketmaster.com/barry-manilow-rosemont-illinois-07-29-2017/event/04005251FF7B6E7C?artistid=735585&majorcatid=10001&minorcatid=1&tm_link=venueartist_msg-0_04005251FF7B6E7C
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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MOMBIAN

Harry Potter
and the LGBTQ
family
June 26 is an auspicious date. Not only did the U.S. 
Supreme Court issue its marriage-equality decision 
on that day in 2015, but 20 years ago, on June 26, 
1997, the world first learned of a boy named Harry 
Potter and his friends Ron and Hermione. I’ve read 
J. K. Rowling’s series three times to myself and once 
out loud to my son (who then re-read it on his own 
a few years later), and wanted to mark the combined 
anniversary with a few lessons from Harry Potter for 
LGBTQ families.

Our secrets can become our strengths. Harry fa-
mously doesn’t learn he is a wizard until he turns 11. 
He knows he is different, however—a sentiment to 
which many LGBTQ people can relate. Once he is able 
to become the wizard he is inside, he is both happier 
in himself and able to use his skills to help others.

Families come in all types. Harry was raised by his 
aunt and uncle after his parents’ deaths. His class-
mate Neville was raised by his grandmother after his 
parents were killed by Voldemort’s followers. Their 
friend Luna Lovegood lost her mother to an accident 
at age nine and was subsequently raised by her fa-
ther alone. Ron is one of seven children of a pure-
blood wizarding family; Hermione is the sole child of 
a Muggle (non-magic) couple. Tom Riddle, who be-
came Voldemort, was raised in an orphanage (which 
would seem another piece of evidence in favor of 
finding foster homes for children who need them).

Chosen family matters. Harry’s aunt and uncle 

treat him terribly. His friend Ron Weasley’s family, 
however, brings him into their already full fold and 
treats him as one of their own. After the disastrous 
third task of the Triwizard Tournament, Molly Weas-
ley, Ron’s mother, puts her arms around him and Har-
ry reflects, “He had no memory of ever being hugged 
like this, as though by a mother.” And Sirius Black, 
chosen by Harry’s parents to be his godfather, comes 
to play an important and supportive role in his life.

The world isn’t always black and white. Sometimes 
evil is definitive, and must be fought—as Voldemort 
shows—but in these books, the classic good-versus-
evil theme also has shades of gray. Potions Master 
Severus Snape, for example, is cruel and petty, but 
went from being one of Voldemort’s supporters to 
becoming a double agent against him and a key part 
of Dumbledore’s plan to save the wizarding world. 
Likeable? Hardly. But his ultimate self-sacrifice in-
dicates he has some sense of right and wrong. Like-
wise, the Hogwarts bully, Draco Malfoy, finds himself 
unable to kill Dumbledore as ordered by Voldemort, 
showing a hint of possible redemption. Conversely, 
Dumbledore admits that he, too, was tempted by 
dreams of power over death. “Was I better, ultimate-
ly, than Voldemort?” he asks Harry. Harry answers 
that he was, since he never killed if he could avoid 
it. Still, the grayness is there. Harry himself carried a 
piece of Voldemort’s soul inside him as the result of 
a failed curse. While it pained him, it also gave him 
the insight needed to defeat the Dark Lord. These 
are all useful lessons for us today in a country more 
divided than ever. If we can recognize a bit of the 
other in ourselves, and vice versa, we have a start-
ing point for understanding.

The path to equity and justice isn’t always clear. 
Hermione’s campaign to free the house elves from 
enslavement is met by skepticism. George Weasley 
insists they are happy in their work, and indeed, 
most of the elves themselves are highly dubious 
about freedom (evoking, perhaps, the Biblical stories 
that show the ancient Israelites complaining about 
the burdens of their newly free life out of Egypt). 

Freedom takes time and practice, one message here 
seems to be, especially if one is too enmeshed in 
an oppressive system to see the oppression. At the 
same time, another message is that only the group 
in question can define freedom for itself. Allies, no 
matter how well-meaning, may not always give help 
in the way it is needed—an important lesson as we 
act as allies to others.

Community is key to success. Harry is the Chosen 
One, but he does not save the world alone. The adult 
wizards of the Order of the Phoenix and the stu-
dents who form Dumbledore’s Army are both critical 
to defeating Voldemort. On a smaller scale, each of 
the Hogwarts houses offers community and a sense 
of belonging to students of similar temperament. 
And despite the separate interests of each house, 
they came together to defeat Voldemort--even some 
of the often nasty Slytherins, under the leadership 
of their Head of House, Horace Slughorn. That’s a 
lesson to bear in mind no matter which letters of 
LGBTQ+ hold our identity. There are times we must 
unite for our collective good.

Like many, though, I wish there had been more 
overt LGBTQ representation in the series. Rowling’s 
2007 announcement that Dumbledore was gay felt 
like an afterthought. I wanted Quidditch teammates 
Katie Bell and Alicia Spinnet to go to the Yule Ball 
together.

At the same time, Rowling laid out an ethos of 
inclusion and justice that resonates with many LG-
BTQ people I know, myself included. Her more recent 
tweets and public statements show she is a fervent 
supporter of LGBTQ equality. As Pride Month draws to 
a close, then, let us lift a mug of Butterbeer in her 
honor for giving us Harry and his world--and making 
ours just a little more magical.

Dana Rudolph is the founder and publisher of 
Mombian (mombian.com), a GlaaD Media award-
winning blog and resource directory for lGBTQ 
parents. She is a proud Ravenclaw.

viewpoints

Dana
RUDOLPH

Showing respect

Dear editor:

I had arrived in Chicago from New Orleans last week 
to pay my respects for Chuck Renslow, who really was 
a major reason for my many visits over many years 
to Chicago. New Orleans never had such a treasured 
person as did Chicago. 
 I tip my hat (one of many large, colorful, adorned 
hats I own) to everyone in Chicago.

Richard Priess
 

Plea to a bishop

The following is a letter to Springfield, Illinois, Bishop 
Thomas Paprocki, who recently issued an edict against 
same-sex married Catholics
Dear Bishop Paprocki:

Your “Decree Regarding Same-Sex ‘Marriage’ and Re-

lated Pastoral Issues” has been received by Catholics 
across the nation with one of the strongest negative 
reactions that I have witnessed in almost 25 years 
of ministry with the LGBT community in the Church.

While there have been many harsh and negative 
statements from church leaders over the past quarter 
century, I think the reason that people responded 
so emotionally to your edict is that it addresses two 
very core Catholic areas: sacramental experience and 
life/death issues.

Of all the responses that I have heard and read in 
just the last day—and they have been numerous—
the directives you issued which have wounded peo-
ple most deeply is your prohibition of communion 
reception by married lesbian and gay people, and 
your denial of funeral services to the same group. 
Catholics just do not understand how such regula-
tions correlate with a Church that preaches love and 
inclusion.

Most Catholics are well aware that you do not sup-
port civil marriage for lesbian and gay people and 
respect the legal right of Churches not to marry such 
couples. But Catholics do not understand how this 

one area of disagreement can lead to such draconian 
measures of exclusion—especially at times of death, 
loss and grief.

Despite whatever good intentions may have mo-
tivated you to issue these regulations, you need to 
know they will, in fact, do no pastoral good, and 
they will wreak much pastoral harm. You have not 
singled out any other group for such negative pasto-
ral treatment. It seems as if you consider civil same-
sex marriage to be the ultimate sin, beyond the pale 
of any of the countless ways that human beings do 
not follow church teaching.

Regardless of whatever doctrines you think you 
are enforcing, the effect of such enforcement will be 
that more and more Catholics—gay, lesbian, hetero-
sexual, bisexual, transgender and all in between—
will leave the Church because of the negative images 
of LGBT people and the Catholic Church that you 
have communicated. And many will never return.

What’s more, the negative messages that you sent 

letters

Turn to page 25
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Photo by evan Hanover
WCT reviews The God of isaac.

18‘God’ complex2828
Mr. Midwest Rubber at Touche.Fulton Market Kitchen.

Ray makes in her work “All That I Remember.” In 
the program notes Ray writes, “In the absence 
of music we can follow this wherever it goes. 
The time we have will be sufficient.” Indeed, the 
time of this performance seems to pass perfectly; 
not too long, not too short. The reason for this 
temporal success has everything to do with Ray’s 
remarkably unselfconscious stage presence. Like 
a practiced meditator, she is distinctly “in the 
moment” on stage and does not cower under the 
pressure of the circumstance. She takes respect-
ful ownership of time and space by simply allow-
ing herself the entire room, the heaviness of the 
silence, and the expectant gaze of the audience 
as the essential structure for the work. As she 
performs, Ray mentally and physically remembers 
her improvised movements. She tracks her danc-
ing and the audience tracks her tracking. Silently, 
she invites people to watch with a level of at-
tachment equal to hers: honest, curious, lite and 
instinctual.
 What sets Ray apart from other practitioners of 
improvised dance performance is that there is no 
apparent indulgence of her personal sensory ex-
perience. There is no performed devotion of inter-
nal feeling—no potent execution of breath and 
no artificial importance inferred in moments of 
stillness. People may feel they are not watching 
a dancer enjoying herself dancing (although that 
very well might be the case). Instead, people may 
witness a dancer execute physical pathways that 
may or may not inherently make sense to her. 
Every movement achieved appears both deliber-
ate and by chance. The meaning of the work, if 
one must be deciphered, involves the profundity 
of a body taking up space, of seeing and being 
seen, and staying aware of one’s actions from one 
fleeting moment to the next.

 In contrast, Freeman offers an expression of 
character, an evocative suggestion of environ-
ment and a rousing soundtrack in her solo “Dy-
namite.” For this work, the audience is seated on 
the stage in a semicircle facing a lone wooden 
rocking chair and a single light bulb dangling 
from the rafters, slightly aglow. The lighting de-
sign, by Giau Troung, aims to warm the space by 
providing the sense that it is hot and stuffy and 
that time is sluggishly plodding along. Freeman 
emerges in a pale burlap-looking suit complete 
with suspenders and a tie. She moves around the 
stage defining the space with slow and sensuous 
movement over here, a sharp turn of the head 
and a suspicious gaze over there and a deliberate 
shove of the rocking chair to instigate its motion. 
All the while, the audience is listening to the 
soundtrack of a preacher’s sermon.
 Program notes compliment these aural and vi-
sual cues stating, “he was a man. born dec 26, 
1931. his name was haywood harris junior. they 
called him dynamite. i called him grandad”—lead-
ing to the possible depiction of a male ancestor 
on a female-bodied relative. Is she possessed by 
him or is she channeling his energy towards her 
own self-possession? Later, the audience is jolted 
into the present day by a mix of loud, pounding 
house music and a bout of unhinged physicality 
from Freeman. As she convulses, shakes, jumps 
and shocks, it’s as if she molts the figure of her 
grandfather to emerge as the young, complex and 
fierce person that she is.
 Freeman is also know as “Po’Chop,” a queer 
Black burlesque performer with a national repu-
tation for delivering traditional burlesque tropes 
with a political spin. However, “Dynamite” dem-
onstrates dance without the burlesque formula 
and technique.
 The Co-MiSSionS Residency Encore Perfor-
mances will take place on Saturday-Monday, 
aug. 12-14, at 7 p.m. at links Hall, 3111 n. 
Western ave.; visit linksHall.org.

DANCING FEATS
ENCORE from cover

Jessica Ray.
Photo by Nadia oussenko

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1
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Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

TVDC0139_PrEP_B_10x10_WindyCityTimes_Vogue_p1.indd   1-2 7/10/17   12:26 PM

http://www.truvada.com
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may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead  
Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 
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THEATER REVIEW

The God of Isaac 
Playwright: James Sherman
at: Grippo Stage Company at Piven 
Theatre at noyes Cultural arts 
Center, 927 noyes St., Evanston
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
GrippoStageCompany.com; $39
Runs through: aug. 27

By SCoTT C. MoRGan

American white supremacists garnered lots of 
media attention this past presidential election 
cycle, not only for their rebranding as the “alt-
right” but also for their support for the candidate 
who unexpectedly came to power. So an intersec-
tional member of a few minorities, like myself, 

might be very alarmed.
So perhaps Grippo Stage Company’s revival of 

The God of Isaac, a 1985 history-inspired play 
by James Sherman (Beau Jest, Affluenza!), might 
have something to say about today’s troubling 
times. After all, the play’s advertising tagline 
bills it as a “beloved comedy about a young man 
seeking his Jewish identity as neo-Nazis threaten 
to march in Skokie, 1977.”

Yes, there are neo-Nazis, though they remain 
offstage as their menacing intentions and con-
troversial court battles are only described. The 
God of Isaac is really more of a light-hearted, if 
navel-gazing, exercise of one man named Isaac 
and his journey questioning what kind of Jew he 
should be.

Not that there’s anything wrong with that. But 
this early semi-autobiographical Sherman work 
can feel very basic as age-old Jewish tropes (an 

overbearing Jewish mother, anyone?) and slightly 
altered pop-cultural touchstones get trotted out 
onstage for easy humor.

It also doesn’t help that the cast under Den-
nis Zacek, the former artistic director of Victory 
Gardens Theater that first produced the play, is 
largely just okay. T. Isaac Sherman, who stars as 
the play’s title Isaac, probably needs a few more 
years under his belt to be a more commanding 
narrator with better comic timing. I also would 
have like more drive to his character’s journey of 
self-discovery.

Also slightly stilted is Jolie Lepselter as Isaac’s 
Jewish ex-girlfriend, Chaya, and Annabel Steven 
as Isaac’s goyish wife, Shelley. Lepselter’s un-
steady monologues describing her not-so-perfect 
marriage feel like odd attachments, while Steven 
comes off as hampered by Shelley’s basic dia-
logue.

More characterful work comes from the more 
mature cast members like Brian Rabinowitz and 
Charles Schoenherr (both taking on multiple 
roles), while Anita Silvert has fun as Isaac’s ste-
reotypical nagging mother, Mrs. Adams.

But perhaps my expectations for what The God 
of Isaac might have dramatically explored were 
way off from what it actually is about. Rather 
than being a work about a community’s response 
to an outside threat, The God of Isaac is more 
about one man’s existential questioning of who 
he is as a Jew and his responsibilities to his 
faith, family and himself. That’s no small pota-
toes, although it’s not the course that I thought 
would be served in The God of Isaac.

THEATER REVIEW

Beauty’s Daughter
Playwright: Dael orlandersmith
at: american Blues Theater at 
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont ave.
Tickets: $19-$49
Runs through: aug. 5

By MaRy SHEn BaRniDGE

The only thing worse than being somewhere you 
don’t want to be is seeing no way to leave it 
for someplace better. A young Dael Orlander-
smith once surveyed New York City’s East Harlem 
streets and vowed to escape. She made good on 
her promise, as evidenced by her casting as our 
stand-in narrator a successful author/poet. When 
we meet “Diane,” she is sipping wine in a chic 
Village apartment where she regales us with the 
saga of her latest love affair—ending, like many 
others, abruptly and untimely.

 Playgoers anticipating an evening of estrogenic 
reminiscences in the romantic tradition of Co-
lette or Anais Nin are in for a disappointment, 
however. Diane (who proclaims her favorite dance 
to be the “slide”) recounts her tale of rejection 
by way of explaining why such setbacks have 
never impeded her progress. Don’t arrive expect-
ing a nostalgia-softened stroll through the old 
neighborhood, either. Liberation demands sacri-
fice, and while the Orlandersmith’s multigender 
portraits of settlers unwilling to venture forth 
into uncharted territories are not without com-
passion, her reasons for leaving them behind are 
manifest.   
 Take Papo, for instance, the talented classmate 
too busy selling drugs—albeit in order to support 
his mother and keep his drunken father at bay—
to accept the scholarship that could free him , 
or Anthony, whose aspirations to a career as a 
jazz musician have been reduced to solitary mid-
night fantasies by stifling marital responsibilities 
embraced too soon. Let’s not forget ex-bluesman 

Louis, boasting of his glory days in exchange for 
handouts to sustain his addiction. Finally, there 
is Beauty, herself—the mother referenced in the 
title, a burlesque dancer rendered unemployable 
by childbirth scars, but all too eager to discharge 
her resentment on her offspring. 
 When life is lived this close to the bone, to 
befriend it is to risk being consumed by it. Or-
landersmith’s candor, with its refutation of tribal 
values, makes for a delicate line to walk, but 
solo performer Wandachristine, under the direc-
tion of Ron OJ Parson, navigates the nuances of 
expatriate guilt and triumph with the agile grace 
of those choosing re-invention over inertia. The 
resulting spoken-word panorama is enhanced 
by vivid sensory images, courtesy of an all-star 
technical team assembled for this American Blues 
Theater production, ensuring our understanding 
(and our approval as well) of the hard road taken 
by such proud pilgrims.

The Bridges of Madison County, Marriott The-
atre, Lincolnshire, through Aug. 13. Hopefully, 
the recent flooding in Lake County will recede 
soon to safely allow this intimate and emotional-
ly vibrant 2014 Broadway musical to return. SCM

la Havana Madrid, Teatro Vista at Goodman 
Theatre, through Aug. 20. This tune-filled hom-
age to a not-so-long-ago chapter of Chicago’s 
Latinx immigrant history sold out its first run 
before it even opened, so this time, don’t wait to 
book your tickets. MSB

The nance, Pride Films and Plays at Pride Arts 
Center Broadway, through July 30. Relive the last 
days of burlesque, when naughty gay comedy 
reigned proudly (but not the gay comics who lent 
it its subversive ribaldry), lovingly rendered by 
John Nasca and featuring a bravura performance 
by Vince Kracht. MSB

Ragtime, Griffin Theatre at Den Theatre, 
through July 22; Ah, Wilderness!, Goodman 
Theatre, through July 23. Two don’t-miss shows 
about early 1900s America, the first a large-scale 
musical about social upheavals that shaped the 
20th century, the second Eugene O’Neill’s unex-
pectedly tender comedy about first love and fam-
ily virtues in 1906. Both are wonderful. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICKS

c

THEATER REVIEW

Something
Rotten! 
Playwright: Karey Kirkpatrick & 
John o’Farrell (book), Wayne & 
Karey Kirkpatrick (music, lyrics)
at: oriental Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St.
Tickets: 800-775-2000; 
BroadwayinChicago.com; $24-$95
Runs through: July 23

By JonaTHan aBaRBanEl

The energetic and upbeat music does the job 
in a variety of pop styles, but isn’t particularly 
memorable. 
 The fast and mostly non-stop comedy unapol-
ogetically consists of shtick, puns and enten-
dres doubles. The women’s roles are secondary 
and the light-as-air plot is silliness personified, 
again without apologies. The borrowings from 

its betters (a running gimmick of the show and 
surely not a coincidence) leave no doubt that 
Something Rotten should be subtitled “Shake-
speare in Love ... with Himself.” Although bril-
liantly performed—no flaws to be found in this 
cast—Something Rotten! struck me as only in-
termittently amusing ... but when it did amuse 
me, I laughed out loud.  
 Like Shakespeare in Love, this show concerns 
rival Elizabethan playwrights in the 1590s. The 
down-on-his-luck playwright this time isn’t 
Shakespeare, but collaborating brothers Nick 
and Nigel Bottom (elfin, mischievous Rob Mc-
Clure and appealingly gawky Josh Grisetti, re-
spectively). In fact, Shakespeare is portrayed 
as a sizzling-hot rock superstar (still-sexy Adam 
Pascal doing a near-parody of himself). Desper-
ate for success, Nick spends his last money on a 
soothsayer who sees the future of theater. Nos-
tradamus (scene-stealing Blake Hammond, joy-
ously returning to Chicago, where he started) 
tells Nick to create “a musical,” not that anyone 
knows what one is. Guided by Nostradamus, Nick 
and a reluctant Nigel create a musical about a 

Danish-eating prince who sees a ghost and is 
named Omelette. Also, Nigel falls for a Puritan 
preacher’s daughter, Portia (Autumn Hurlbert, a 
charming Kristen Chenoweth sound-alike), and 
Nick’s enterprising pregnant wife, Bea (Maggie 
Lakis), saves the day.
 There are several production numbers that are 
brilliantly funny and dazzlingly staged. Nostrad-
amus’ big number, “A Musical,” stops the show 
halfway through Act I, which is very rare, while 
Nick and company’s Act II “Make an Omelette” 
does it again.  
 So, what is it I can’t quite swallow? Well, I 
think Something Rotten! is a swell, funny off-
Broadway idea that feels bloated and terminally 
cute as a big Broadway lollapalooza. The plot 
eventually becomes forced, the show is 10-12 
minutes too long and the pumped-up Broadway 
pizzazz (similar to most Broadway musicals) 
strikes me (always) as phony bravura. Still, I 
enjoyed it more than not. The best bits are truly 
inspired, the cast is excellent and nothing is 
taken too seriously. If you hate Shakespeare, as 
Nick Bottom does, this one’s for you.

Wandachristine in Beauty’s Daughter.
Photo by Paul Goyette
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By JERRy nUnn

An American in Paris springs from George Ger-
shwin’s classic movie musical. Dance numbers 
were choreographed by Gene Kelly originally, and 
he also starred as a World War II veteran named 
Jerry Mulligan. His character attempts to sell his 
paintings in Paris, where he meets a girl named 
Lise Dassin and falls in love. He pursues her in a 
series of adventures that lead to a huge ballet 
finale. 

For the first time, Chicago audiences are treat-
ed to a touring version of An American in Paris. 
This Tony winner opened the tour last year and 
hits the Oriental Theatre July 25-Aug. 13. It is di-
rected and choreographed by Christopher Wheel-
don, with a book by Craig Lucas. 

Tom Mattingly plays several roles, such as un-
derstudying Lise’s ballet partner, among others. 
He joined Visceral Dance Chicago in 2014 and has 
spent a great deal of time in Chicago before land-
ing this gig. 

Windy City Times: Hi, Tom. Where are you 
from, originally?

Tom Mattingly: I was born in Sidney, Montana. 
I grew up in the California desert, near Death 
Valley. 

WCT: How did you wind up in Chicago?

TM: Originally, I was a ballet dancer. I had 
danced for a couple of companies, but mainly for 
Ballet West in Salt Lake City. I was a principal 
dancer there. I did everything that I set out to 
do in the ballet world. I was looking for what 
was next. I had visited Chicago a couple of times 
with the ballet company, and fell in love with 
the city. I knew there was a lot of opportunity 
for dance there. 

I decided to pack up and move with no job 
yet. I trusted I would make it happen, and it 
happened! 

WCT: Did you always want to be a dancer?
TM: Ever since I was a little kid. When I was 9 

years old, I realized it could be a career. I made 
that my goal. 

WCT: Then musical theater was the next 
step?

TM: Yes. I was friends with a cast member of 
American in Paris, from the original Broadway 
production. The show had always been on my ra-
dar, but I didn’t think with being a ballet dancer, 
and having no experience in musical theater that 
I would stand a chance. He encouraged me any-
ways to try out and if they saw potential in me I 
could possibly be cast. 

WCT: you were eventually cast in multiple 
roles?

TM: Yes. I am a swing. I am basically a univer-

sal understudy. I have five different men in the 
ensemble that I have to know all of their parts. 
We call them tracks in musical theater. I know 
five tracks so I can go in at any given time if 
someone is sick or on vacation. 

WCT: is that confusing with all the different 
parts?

TM: It can be. There are times I have to remind 
myself that I am Ryan Steele, not Lucas Segovia. 
There are times where I have done three different 
tracks in one week. 

WCT: What are the different roles?
TM: It is a full range from a returning Ameri-

can soldier, French soldier, townsperson or a 
shop boy. There is one track where I am the bal-
let dancer for the female lead, Lise Dassin. Each 
track has 10 to 15 characters within the show. It 
makes it feel like a huge group of people when 
in reality it is 25 people onstage every night, 
because we do so many different things. 

WCT: Talk about the show for people that 
have not seen it. 

TM: It is inspired by the classic Hollywood 
movie starring Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron. It 
has been adapted a bit for the stage. It is about 
an American soldier named Jerry Mulligan who 
decides to stay in Paris after the war. He makes 
instant friends with two guys in a cafe and they 
all fall in love with the same mysterious French 
girl. It is the story of negotiating that. Instead 
of a love triangle it is more like a love square! 

It is a fantastic show. It is a new musical, but 
has the feel of a classic. There is tons of singing, 
dancing, and acting. It is visually the most stun-
ning show I have seen in my life. 

WCT: you are a big Gene Kelly fan?
TM: When I was kid, I wanted to be Gene Kelly 

and Fred Astaire. That was my dream. I am lucky 
because all five of the tracks that I cover are in 
the big tap number in the second act. All the men 
are in tuxes with tails, top hats, and tap shoes. 

WCT: So this is an old-school musical?
TM: It has everything you could want in a 

Broadway show. Usually that would be a break 

from the action to have a dance number, but in 
this show dance really propels the story forward 
in a very unique way. 

There is a big show stopping tap number in 
the second act with showgirls and feather head-
dresses. When I first saw the show it was my fa-
vorite number. 

WCT: i bombed taking tap class in college. it 
is not as easy as it looks. 

TM: When I was a kid I took tap lessons a lot, 
but with my growth spurts the tap shoes were 
too expensive to keep buying in bigger sizes so 
quickly. I had the choice to keep doing tap or do 
more classes, and I wanted to do more classes. 

Once I joined the show that was the first time 
I did tap since I was nine years old. 

WCT: i remember it was hard to tap by my-
self in front of the whole class in school.

TM: That was part of the rehearsal process. We 
had to go in small groups or individually to make 
sure everyone is making the right sound. 

There are several boys who actually have mi-
crophones going down the legs of their pants at-
taches to their shoes to amplify the sound to the 
audience. You have to have clean taps to do that. 

WCT: There are several gay members of the 
cast?

TM: I would say the majority of the male cast 
are gay. 

I can’t wait to be back in Chicago. I am staying 
in Boystown so I will be in the middle of every-
thing. I will get to see all of my friends and have 
a proper 30th birthday party. My birthday is the 
week before I arrive there. 

WCT: Was there one thing you learned in Chi-
cago that has helped you out in life?

TM: To be adaptive, ready for anything and to 
be open. I feel like Chicago is a place with so 
many opportunities and moving parts. If you are 
open and willing to work for it, you can make 
things happen for yourself. 

For more on Tom’s happenings, visit Tom-
MattinglyDance.com; for tickets, see Broad-
wayinChicago.com.

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

NUNN ON ONE: DANCE

Tom Mattingly
taps back into town

Tom Mattingly.
PR photo
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If you missed the first two sold-out runs of 
Teatro Vista’s La Havana Madrid, now’s your 
chance to see this critically acclaimed play 
with music once again. It co-stars the show’s 
author, Sandra Delgado, and features Roberto 
“Carpacho” Marin and his band, Carpacho y Su 
Super Combo, to tell stories of Cuban, Puerto 
Rican and Colombian immigrants who came to 
Chicago in the 1960s. La Havana Madrid re-
turns July 21-Aug. 20 in the Goodman Theatre’s 
Owen Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn St. Tickets are 
$30 to $50; call 312-443-3800 or visit Good-

manTheatre.org.
 Caption: Sandra Delgado in teatro Vis-
ta’s hit show la Havana Madrid, which is 
being remounted at the Goodman theatre 
from Friday, July 21, through Sunday, aug. 
20. Photo by Joel Maisonet

SPOTLIGHTe

THEATER REVIEW

Hir
Playwright: Taylor Mac
at: Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 n. Halsted St.
Tickets: $20-$89
Runs through: aug. 20

By MaRy SHEn BaRniDGE

The phenomenon of “paradigm shift” occurs when 
an object undergoes a perceived change after be-
ing observed from a different angle—the scien-
tific equivalent of the adage about seeing things 
from the other person’s point of view. Be warned 
that several such transformations are embedded 
in Taylor Mac’s portrait of the unlucky Conner 
clan. 
 Family patriarch Arnold once ruled his blue-
collar domain with the authority of a reigning 
monarch; however, a stroke precipitated by his 
stubborn claim to alpha-male dominance has 
delivered him into the care of his long-abused 
wife Paige, whose emancipation finds its expres-
sion in a 180-degree reversal of the conditions 
associated with her former oppression. Tidiness 
has been replaced by disorder, clean crockery and 
neatly folded laundry by unwashed dishes and 
scattered lines, and dawn-to-dusk television by 
museum trips and art projects. These shared ac-
tivities mostly involve Paige and 17-year-old Max 
(who identifies as transgender), participation on 
public excursions by the convalescent Arnold—
nowadays garbed in tattered nightgowns and 
diapers, rainbow wig and cake-frosting makeup, 
his medication emerging from a blender and his 
showers from a garden hose—having grown, 
well, problematic.
  Audiences may initially echo the horrified re-
sponse of 24-year-old Isaac Conner upon return-
ing from Afghanistan with a dishonorable dis-
charge, a record of drug use and PTSD engendered 
by three tours retrieving shattered body parts. 
As he strives to restore the home he remembers, 
however, it becomes increasingly apparent that 
his recollections were based in artifice from the 
very beginning. When Arnold is not sedated, evi-
dence of his bullying resurfaces—making Paige’s 
method of disciplining her husband by spanking 
him or spraying him with water seem downright 
benevolent by comparison with his once-custom-

ary practice of slamming malefactors against the 
cardboard walls of their tract house constructed 
on landfill.    
  The cast assembled by Steppenwolf director 
Hallie Gordon for this Chicago premiere are adept 
at giving the appearance of isolation, but Mac 
is generous enough to distinguish these victims 
of social and economical change from other un-
happy families—the Voynitskis, the Tyrones or 
the Westons. Listen closely and you will hear the 
briefest of references to a surrounding commu-
nity—neighbors who “don’t say hi, but wave,” 
homeless vets at the bus station and an online 
group of “gay anarchists”—offering the possibil-
ity of assistance. Who knows? You could be one of 
those nearby residents gingerly overcoming the 
fear of crippling despair seeping over the back 
fence into your yard. 

Ty olwin and amy Morton in Hir.
Photo by Michael Brosilow

The uproarious, subversive black comedy  
by renowned performance artist 

Taylor Mac
Directed by Hallie Gordon

Tickets Through July 16

steppenwolf. org  |  312-335-1650

Use code: WINDYCITY

Corporate Production SponsorSupported by a Grant from

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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By CHaRlSiE DEWEy

The Switch is a new sitcom starring five transgen-
der actors in trans roles—making it the first of its 
kind in television history.

The show’s tagline is “Work. Love. Mortal Dan-
ger,” and Amy Fox, one of the show’s producers 
and cast members, said the six-episode first sea-
son touches on “urban gentrification, climate-
change-driven eco terrorism, and trans Americans 
fleeing Trump’s United States.”

Fox said the show, which is set in East Vancou-
ver’s queer underground, is also “saturated with 
millennial geek culture.”

The Switch centers on main character Sü, 
played by pro wrestler Nyla “The Destroyer” Rose, 
who is described as a once upwardly mobile soft-
ware manager who is now unemployed and sleep-
ing on her ex’s couch.

“The first season follows Sü as she comes out as 
trans and winds up crashing on her ex’s couch in 
the millennial queer underground, amidst unsta-

ble employment, unstable housing and unstable 
people,” Fox explained. “She has to rebuild her 
life and as we follow her, we see our characters 
go from distant acquaintances and strangers to 
come together to form a real community. Oh, and 
it’s full of video games, dating angst, capers and 
oil lobbyist assassination.”

Yes, that’s right; Fox plays Chris, an oil-lobbyist 
assassin.

“Chris is based on myself: scruffy, autism-

spectrum, ideologically driven and living in that 
wild desert between “trans woman” and “butch.” 
Ze lives the kind of life that our society can’t 
imagine, but which very much exists,” Fox said. 
“Society and media expects any trans person who 
is assigned male at birth to spend their life striv-
ing for convention: tidiness, grace, normative 
femininity—but Chris shrugs at that, grabs zer 
crossbow and goes off to assassinate another oil 
lobbyist.”

While the season’s many interweaving story-
lines are unique in and of themselves, what also 
makes The Switch unique is that it centers on a 
group of trans characters, all of which are played 
by trans actors. Fox said this is important for a 
number of reasons.

“I believe that we need to make media that 
shows the full range of humanity,” Fox said. “If 
you look at the best-paid or most-cast actors, 
it’s clear that being any combination of heavy, 
female, average-looking, old, openly gay, brown, 
mixed, trans, visibly disabled, short, and/or just 

having an accent that’s not Midwestern pretty 
much shovels you into second, third or eighth 
place no matter how good an actor you are.

“It’s absurd that our media pushes the idea 
that 98 percent of humanity just isn’t worth cam-
era time. That most lives just aren’t worth talk-
ing about—and it’s even more ridiculous when 
TV and movies about the experiences, history and 
rights of various minorities refuse to hire said 

minorities.”
Casting trans actors in trans roles is one step 

towards equity, according to Fox, who said the 
next step is moving trans actors beyond roles 
such as prostitutes and street people to “bus-
drivers, parents, doctors, vampires or space cap-
tains.”

“Roles that can and should come from the 
whole range of humans,” Fox said.

And that is exactly what The Switch does. It 
presents a variety of trans characters with indi-
vidual stories and motivations—and then gives 
them a whole lot of shenanigans to survive.

Fox said detailed outlines for a second season 

have already been developed and the show’s cast 
and producers are eager to get back to work, but 
a second season is dependent on enough sales of 
season one.

Fox and business partner Ingo Lou are currently 
in mid-development on Synthesis, a “spacefaring 
sci-fi series” slated for 2019. The pair has previ-
ously produced Ko Eto’s “Floating Away” and “La 
Quinceañera” for Time-Warner as well as a Bravo-
Fact short, among several other projects.

The Switch, which was produced by Trem-
bling Void Studios, is available on iTunes, 
amazon Prime, Google Play, Revry and Vimeo 
on Demand.

New sitcom stars
transgender actors

The Switch.
PR image

Raising the
Transgender Child
By Dr. Michele Angello 
and Alisa Bowman
$17; Seal Press; 275 pages
REViEW By TERRi SCHliCHEnMEyER

Your preschooler has always had an active 
imagination. 

Flights of fancy and dress-up fill his days. 
She’s rough-and-tumble, a scrapper in her 
mind. Make-believe has always been a big 
part in your child’s life but now you’re hearing 
something you know in your heart is not pre-
tend—and in the new book Raising the Trans-
gender Child, by Dr. Michele Angello and Alisa 
Bowman, you’ll find guidance for it.

In retrospect, you might’ve seen it coming: 
your son told you once that he was really a girl. 
Or your daughter cried when you wouldn’t let 
her get a buzz cut. You’ve suddenly realized, 
or your child has told you, that zie is gender-
diverse. Either way, Angello and Bowman point 
out that few parents are immediately one-hun-
dred-percent prepared for raising a child like 
yours.

And so, you’re not alone: others have raised 
transgender children before you and have 
“blazed trails” already. Your feelings are nor-
mal, so is worry, and confusion about gender 
dysphoria will “burn off.”

Dysphoria. Now, there’s a word you might 
have seen while doing research in print or on-
line. There are, in fact, many terms you’ll want 
to know when raising a gender-diverse child, 
starting with the difference between “sex” and 
“gender.”

And, by the way, as for shaky “studies” and 
internet myths, set them aside. There are many 
theories on “what leads to gender diversity,” 
and a lot of unknowns. Again, put arguments 
away and ignore negativity; All kids are differ-
ent, and so are their gender experiences. Is it 
worth obsessing over?

Probably not; you love your child regardless, 
so prepare yourself for a toe-dip into “social 
transition.” Talk with teachers, neighbors, 
and take steps to make relatives aware of new 
pronouns and appearance. Educate yourself 
on public bathrooms, team sports, and other 
legalities. Know when to ask for help—both 
financial and emotional. Remember that grief 
is common, and that your child may experience 

issues, too.
Finally, dare to dream again. Zie will grow up 

one day and, as the authors say, will eventu-
ally fall in love with “Someone wonderful and 
amazing…”

As a parent of a transgender child, you 
may think that all this is common-sense stuff 
you’ve heard before—and that may be so, but 
there’s a certain calmness inside “Raising the 
Transgender Child” that can’t be beat.

The other thing that sets this book apart is 
that is its comprehensiveness: authors Angello 
and Bowman seem to have thought of every-
thing Mom, Dad, or caregiver could possibly 
need to know about present issues and what’s 
to come. It’s all easy to comprehend, too, and 
it covers children from small toddler to older 
teen. Particularly vexed parents will be happy 
to see that the authors even tackle unpleasant 
situations, and emotions that may need to be 
heeded along this journey.

Whether you need it now, or you sense that 
you might later, Raising the Transgender Child 
is a good book to have in your parenting bag 
of tricks. For questioning children and families 
with questions, it’s more helpful, perhaps, than 
you can imagine.

Want more? Then look for The Transgender 
Child: A Handbook for Families and Profession-
als, by Stephanie A. Brill and Rachel Pepper; or 
Being Jazz, by Jazz Jennings.



By EMaGin TanaSCHUK

As part of her tour, Sandra Bernhard will be com-
ing to Chicago to perform her latest comedy 
show, “Sandra Monica Blvd: Coast to Coast,” at 
City Winery July 20-21. 
 Since her career began four decades ago, Ber-
nhard has showed no sign of slowing down, es-
pecially with her new comedy show tour, appear-
ances on the hit CBS TV sitcom 2 Broke Girls and 
her daily radio show Sandyland, which airs on 
Sirius XM. 
 According to Bernhard, the show is a good mix 
of pop culture as well as personal narrative of 
course sprinkled with some classic brazen San-
dra Bernhard humor. The balance of stand-up and 
musical numbers interspersed throughout the 
show make it that much more captivating. She 
said that this show, although funny and relat-
able like her previous shows, is intended to take 
the audience away from all the chaos of today’s 
world. She specified that she purposefully chose 
not to emphasize political jokes in this show, be-
cause she aims to essentially get people out of 
the current political head space. 
 “I want to take people on a journey, and poli-

tics can be confining and hinder creativity,” 
Bernhard told Windy City Tines. In fact, when 
asked about her opinion on the current political 
climate, she swiftly deflected and explained that 
the current administration is not something she 
spends too much energy on. Subsequently, she 
explained how especially now more than ever she 
seeks to tell stories that get people to laugh, and 
enjoy the moment rather than obsess over the 
news or other stressors. 
 As a member of the LGBT community, Bernhard 
did, however, acknowledge progress made toward 
more LBGT rights in recent years and stressed 
that perhaps the next step is for people to grow 
more comfortable with the idea of that gender is 
fluid and that not everyone needs a label. 
 When asked about future career plans, Bernhard 
said that she is looking forward to continuing her 
work on Sandyland, where she has an outlet to 
be herself and make more commentary on the po-
litical sphere, among other social issues. She is 
also working on doing more work as a TV-series 
producer in the near future as well. 
 For tickets, visit CityWinery.com/chicago/
tickets/sandra-bernhard-7-20-17.html. For 
more on Bernard, visit SandraBernhard.com.

PERFORMANCE

Sandra Bernhard
talks comedy,
sexuality, career

Sandra Bernhard.
Photo by Maro Hagopian
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‘Materialkink’ exhibit 
at Leather Archives

The Leather Archives & Museum, 6418 N. 
Greenview Ave., is exhibiting “Materialkink” 
through Jan. 14, 2018.

Curated by Chicago-based artist José San-
tiago Pérez, this exhibition features artworks 
by local, national and global artists “that 
expand the boundaries of erotic art through 
contemporary explorations of the materialities 
that accompany and structure the lifeworlds of 
alternative sex,” according to a press release.

Artists use rope, nylon, wax, rubber, fabric, 
furniture and leather regarding art that aims to 
show the body and its erotic engagement with 
the substances of kinky sexualties.

Some of the artists include Katie Vota, David 
Nasca, Betsy Odom, Luis Mejico, Chloe Cooper, 
Derrick Woods-Morrow and Vincent Tiley.

See LeatherArchives.org.

Milly’s Orchid Show
‘29 Years and 
Holdin’’ July 29 

Milly’s Orchid Show celebrates its “29 Years 
and Holdin’” anniversary show at the Park 
West, 322 W. Armitage Ave., on Saturday, July 
29, at 8 p.m. 

The show will feature Brigid Murphy as host 
Milly May Smithy and band Expo 76. Some of 
the other acts slated to be featured include 
Blue Man Group, Karol Kent’s Cubs trilogy, Pau-
la Killen, Marc “Poetry Slam” Smith and Robert 
Cornelius. There will also be a special letter 
from David Sedaris, Milly’s back-up dancers the 
Coal Diggers, the Snack Seat and more.

Milly’s Orchid Show is a variety show that 
started Dec. 16, 1987, in the back room of 
Lounge Ax on Lincoln Avenue. In 1990, the 
show moved to the Park West. It is created and 
produced by Murphy, who also hosts the show 
as the wise-cracking country singer Milly May 
Smithy.

Tickets are available at the Park West box of-
fice and online at http://bit.ly/2rFRjRW.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Tickets available at The Chicago Theatre Box Office or .

MARGARETCHO.COM
The Chicago Theatre provides disabled accommodations and sells tickets to disabled individuals through our Disabled Services department, which 
may be reached at 888-609-7599 any weekday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.   Ticketmaster orders are subject to service charges. 

Betsy odom, Handkerchiefs.
Courtesy of leather archives & Museum

http://www.margaretcho.com


By TaRina HaRGRayS

Steven Gaines is an openly gay author who has 
written several best-sellers.

In his most recent project, One of These Things 
First, Gaines goes down memory lane as he re-
counts growing up in Brooklyn as a young Jewish 
boy struggling with homosexuality. 

Windy City Times: Can you explain the title 
of your book for our readers?

Steven Gaines: It’s the title of one of my favor-
ite songs ever and it was written by Nick Drake, 
an English songwriter.

It was about all of the possibilities that we 
could be, so I very much wanted to call it “One 
of These Things First.” I planned on calling it 
that for a very long time, although people tried 

to dissuade me because they said it was too airy 
a title. What happened was we stuck to it and I 
needed to get the rights to quote the lyrics inside 
the book so that readers would understand but 
Nick Drake’s family or whoever holds his rights 
never responded.

So the publisher said that if you want to call 
it that, you just can’t use the lyrics. It’s kind of 
dumb and readers don’t know. [Laughs]  

WCT: you tell the stories of when you were 
15-year-old Jewish boy struggling with homo-
sexuality in Brooklyn. is it easier for you to 
talk about that today than it was back then?

SG: We couldn’t talk about it at all back then. 
It was before gay liberation. Homosexuality was 
considered a very, very bad, nasty, horrible thing. 
You were worse than a pervert. The word “gay” 
didn’t exist, as far as I knew. Really, there was 
no one I could talk to about it. I was so ashamed 
of myself. What I kept on thinking back then is, 

“This is a curse you’ll have for the rest of your 
life; you’ll never ever be normal.” I was heart-
broken.

WCT: you make what seems like a traumatic 
experience into something humorous. is there 
a reason why you chose such a light-hearted 
approach?

SG: That’s me. I’ve always had an ironic sense 
of humor. I’ve always been funny through it all. I 
still am at the darkest moments. That’s just how 
the story came out of me. I didn’t try to be funny.

WCT: Were there any obstacles you faced 
writing one of These Things First?

SG: Uh, yes; it took me years. I focused on so 
many different things. I wasn’t sure how to tell 
the story. The book had an entire second half to 
it, which is years later, when I finally do have a 
relationship with a woman. ... In any event, all 
of that used to be apart of this book. Also, I ex-
posed myself completely. I tell people I was in a 
mental hospital when I was a young boy. I had to 
decide, “Okay—everybody’s going to know this.”

WCT: How did your family react to this book?
SG: They’re all dead. Everyone’s dead. There’s 

only me.
WCT: Do you think that made the book easier 

to publish?
SG: I would’ve done it, anyway. The last people 

I would care about what they think of me would 
be my family. When I came out it was ‘72 or ‘73 
and I already had written a book so people knew 
me. It was a very hard thing to do and to deter-
mine if I was going to live openly as a gay man. 
The only shame that I have is maybe people say-
ing that I was once crazy and I probably still am.

WCT: The book definitely has its share of un-
forgettable characters. Who would you say was 
your favorite to write?

SG: I love Richard Holiday. He really opened 
up doors for me, showed me what to read, how 
to read. He wasn’t gay but he might as well have 
been, how he acted and who his preferences and 
things were. 

The other character I loved in the book, al-
though, I don’t think I do them justice, is the 
psychiatrist who tried to relieve me of my pain. I 
tried to kill myself; I was so unhappy and he saw 
that I was tormented. He was a wonderful father 
figure to me.

WCT: What do you hope lGBTQ readers will 
gain from reading your memoir?

SG: It does get better and at one point it was 
really intolerable and really bad. Things do get 
better and the only way they can get better it to 
be out. You have to be out. It’s who you are; it’s 
what you are. It’s not the center of who you are. 
It’s just a piece of who you are.

[Also,] I want people to have a laugh. A lot of 
people identify with this little boy in so many 
different ways. I just want people to enjoy it.

BOOKS

Steven Gaines explores
memories in ‘One of 
These Things First’
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BLACK & PINK
NATIONAL GATHERING

Sponsored by:

Thousands of LGBTQ and HIV+ prisoners around the 
country are awaiting pen-pals with people in the 'free- 

world.'  Writing letters and sending mail to our 
community on the inside can help save lives. 

Will you become a pen-pal?   

BLACKANDPINK.ORG

Community Celebration 
Friday August 4th, 6-10pm 
1901 W. Carroll , Chicago IL 

http://www.blackandpink.org


W&CF event revolves
around author
Gwendolyn Brooks
By TaRina HaRGRayS
 
On July 13, Women & Children First bookstore 
hosted a reading and panel discussion of Revise 
the Psalm: Work Celebrating the Writing of Gwen-
dolyn Brooks. This year marks the 100th birthday 
of the late Chicago poet. 

The book is an anthology composed of numer-
ous poems by several different poets, as well as 
visual art depicting Brooks’ life. Four of the au-
thors featured in the book—Quraysh Ali Lansana, 
Sandra Jackson-Opoku,Tara Betts and Keith S. 
Wilson—led the panel. 

Lansana is a faculty member of the writ-
ing program at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago and served as as the director of the 
Gwendolyn Brooks Center for Black Literature and 
Creative Writing at Chicago State University for 
nine years. Jackson-Opoku has written the novels 

The River Where Blood is Born and Hot Johnny 
(and the Women Who Loved Him), while Betts 
has penned Break the Habit and Arc & Hue. Wil-
son on the other hand, is a game designer and 
Pushcart Prize-nominated poet. (The prize honors 
short stories, poetry and essays.)

Surrounded by a small group, each of the po-
ets read excerpts from the book as well as some 
of Brooks’ iconic poems, and discussed how they 
have influenced their writings over the years. 
Common themes that were discussed included 
motherhood, love, race and femininity. The book 
panel was just one of the many events being held 
this year to celebrate Brooks’ life and contribu-
tion to African-American literature. 

For more information, visit GwendolynBrooks.
org. 

aChurch4me hosting
July 22 event 

The LGBT-inclusive congregation aChurch4me 
is hosting “An Evening of Praise and Prose” on 
Saturday, July 22.

The free event will be at 7366 N. Clark St. at 
7 p.m. Revs. Carolyn and Adrain Mobley-Bowie, 
who have traveled the world with their ministry, 
will preside. 

See achurch4me.org.
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Quraysh ali lansana.
Photo by Nina Matti

A bene�t concert for Artem Kolesov 
and other LGBTQ Refugees �eeing persecution

 
Saturday, August 26, 2017  7 p.m. Concert  8:30 p.m. VIP Reception

Limited number of tickets available. Tickets start at $50.  
Purchase tickets at https://community.centeronhalsted.org/pages/from-russia-with-love

Hoover-Leppen Theatre | Center on Halsted   3656 N. Halsted, Chicago, IL 60613
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Rising star Artem Kolesov is a 23 year-old gay Russian violinist who can never return home after courageously 
coming out against Russia's persecution of its LGBTQ citizens. Artem will perform with the YAS Quartet and 

other notable artists in this one-night only bene�t concert helping him and others secure safety and citizenship.

For more information, see Facebook page “From Russia with Love – Chicago”.

will be heard by many young people (and some 
who are not so young) who are struggling with 
their sexual and gender identities. They will in-
terpret this message as one more piece of evi-
dence that the Church and God do not love them. 
That message will move them many steps closer 
to psychological harm, self-destructive behaviors 
and tragically, for some, suicide.

Many gay and lesbian couples are leading lives 
of heroic devotion to each other, their children 
and their communities. Many, too, are leading 
lives of struggles and stumbles, where they are 
seeking support from churches. Those couples 
who are Catholic seek nourishment for their spiri-
tual and human journeys. They seek a commu-
nity where they can share and develop their faith 
through education, relationship, service, and 
ritual. They seek Eucharist.

Catholics, who are often very aware of how 
their lives in many ways do not conform to ideals 
that the church has presented them, are ready 
and eager to welcome these lesbian and gay cou-
ples into their communities and their hearts. No 
Catholic, not even the pope who famously offered 
the primary definition of himself as a “sinner,” is 
perfect. All fall short. All depend on grace. The 
many who seek grace through membership and 
participation in the Catholic Church should not 
be denied God’s free gift.

I hope and pray that you will reflect not only 
on the harm that this decree will cause but also 
the good that can occur if you withdraw it. Please 
welcome lesbian and gay families back into the 
Springfield Diocese’s Catholic parishes.

Sincerely,
Francis DeBernardo, 
Executive Director, 
New Ways Ministry

LETTERS from page 14

http://www.medmardispensary.com
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LGBTQ
JOB FAIR!
Friday, Sept. 22, 2017

11 am - 4 pm
Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted

Special workshop presentations. Plus business and 
nonprofits will have booths seeking employees, 

interns and students. 
Free and open to all members of the community, 
with a special focus on LGBTQ youth, seniors and 

transgender adults.

PARTNERS

EVENT SPONSORS

We are seeking businesses, nonprofits and schools to 
participate in this job fair, bringing with them a range of job 
offerings, from entry-level to more experienced individuals.

Please make checks payable to Windy City Times, send to Windy City Times, 5315 N. Clark St., #192, Chicago, IL 60640. 
Or you can pay via paypal, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or credit card, 

contact editor@windycitymediagroup.com.

DEADLINE: Sept. 1, 2017 Email to: editor@windycitymediagroup.com for application
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By JERRy nUnn

The 1970 British band Queen returned to Chicago 
for a rocking concert on July 13 at the United 
Center. 

Two members of the original group remain, with 
Brian May on guitar and Roger Taylor on drums. 
Bassist John Deacon retired after singer Freddie 
Mercury’s death in 1991. Former Bad Company 
singer Paul Rodgers filled in for Mercury until 
American Idol runner-up Adam Lambert took over 
the singing duties. This is certainly no chore for 
Lambert as he mentioned at the Chicago show, 
“I am fan of Freddie, just like everyone here.” It 
really set the tone for the evening as he remained 
humble and appeared grateful to be a part of the 
festivities. 

Lambert paid homage to Mercury without try-
ing to be that singer. It was more about taking 
the audience for a ride down memory lane while 
hitting some high notes. There was only one 
Freddie Mercury, and that was plainly shown on 
the monitors that displayed past performances. 

All the major hits of the band were included in 
the more-than-two-hour set list. From “I Want It 
All” to “I Want to Break Free,” these versions of 
the songs sounded current as the tattoed Lam-

bert wailed through them. 
Lambert described his pink outfit as the “gay-

est suit ever” before jumping on a pink bicycle 
for “Bicycle Race” and pedaling away with high-
heeled stacks. 

He asked May to look for a date in the crowd for 
“Somebody to Love,” although he didn’t focus on 
anyone in particular. The singer did run around 
the stage pit shaking hands, giving high fives 
and even taking selfies with a few lucky fans. 
Speaking of selfies, May used a camera connected 
to the video screens to make a massive picture of 
the crowd packed into the United Center. 

The robot from the album cover of News of the 
World was featured several times, including dur-
ing a face-melting guitar solo from the iconic 
May that was worth the price of admission alone. 

There was also a drum solo from Taylor that 
showed this concert was focused on the original 
surviving members and not just some cover band. 

Lambert had as many costume changes as 
Cher does during a show—and almost as many 
sequins. Mercury was private at a different time 
in the world and never came out publicly, so it 
refreshing to see the out and proud Lambert en-
joying the flamboyance of the work. Many gay 
fans rejoiced in the mixed crowd at the United 

Center that night. While there could have been 
more AIDS fundraising in the lobby, the group 
did play a tribute last year for victims of the mass 
shooting in Orlando to show their support of the 
LGBT community.

For “Under Pressure,” the vocals just soared 
together and “Radio Ga Ga” had the spectators 
waving fists in the air timed to the music.

“Bohemian Rhapsody” combined videos with 
live vocals and the encore of “We Will Rock You” 
and “We Are the Champions” finished things off 
with Lambert prancing about in a silver crown, 

May wearing a Chicago flag T-shirt, and an ex-
ploding cannon of confetti. 

In the same week rockers like Kiss and Ozzy 
Osbourne are in town, it’s good to see another 
classic act like Queen still strutting its stuff. Mer-
cury’s spirit lives, and this night was a tribute to 
him and his fans. 

The Queen + Adam Lambert Tour will continue 
into 2018; if you haven’t experienced it yet, get 
there before “Another One Bites the Dust.” 

CONCERT REVIEW

Adam Lambert, Queen
a match made in heaven

adam lambert (left) and Queen’s Brian May.
Photo by Jerry Nunn

Rolling Stones
exhibit at Navy Pier

The Rolling Stones’ first-ever major exhibi-
tion, “Exhibitionism,” will make its Chicago 
debut at Navy Pier through July 30.

The Chicago engagement follows the exhibit’s 
global premiere in London and its star-studded 
U.S. premiere in NYC. Exhibitionism is the larg-
est touring experience of its kind ever to be 
staged, and the first time in history the band 
has unlocked its vast private archive.

Originated and produced by Australian-based 
iEC Exhibitions! with the full participation of 
the band members and curated by Ileen Galla-
gher, this immersive and interactive exhibition 
explores the Stones’ career featuring more than 
500 rare and original items.

See StonesExhibitionism.com.

Humanities fest’s
chair steps down

The Chicago Humanities Festival’s Marilynn 
Thoma Artistic Director Jonathan Elmer has 
stepped down from his position as artistic di-
rector of the Chicago Humanities Festival and 
returned to Indiana University (IU) full-time.

Elmer was appointed to the artistic director 
position in February 2015. In late April 2017, 
Elmer was invited to return to IU full time and 
serve for a second term as the director of the 
College Arts and Humanities Institute. This 
fall, he’ll be teaching a doctoral seminar on the 
theories of adaptation and remediation, using 
the work of Edgar Allan Poe as a focus.

A national search for a new artistic director, 
led by Clark Hulse and the Chicago Humanities 
Festival’s board of directors, is underway.
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Friday nights get campy.
Photos by Jed Dulanas

SIDETRACK

Congrats to the new Mr. Midwest Rubber!
Photos by Jerry Nunn

TOUCHE

Femme’s Room w/ 
Gavin Russom.

Photos by Jerry Nunn

BERLIN

By anDREW DaViS

I actually mean this in the best possible way, but 
Fulton Market Kitchen (311 N. Sangamon St.; 
FultonMarketKitchen.com) is almost an assault 
on the senses.
 If you’re looking for a dark, quiet restaurant, 

this isn’t it—at least in the lounge (although 
there are some darker but no less striking rooms). 
Fulton Market Kitchen is a combination art gal-
lery/restaurant, and the artwork and cuisine are 
both standouts.
 As for the art, it’s varied and mesmerizing. 
There are thought-provoking paintings (most for 
sale), murals, installations and more. (Be sure to 
check out the suitcase installation at the main 
bar—actually, the installation IS part of the bar.) 
Even the chandeliers are works of art (and they 
made me think of the artist who once told me 
that life is art). There’s also a second-floor event 
space that features paintings as well as a group 
of paintbrushes that is—wait for it—artfully sus-
pended from the ceiling.
 The cuisine is just as bold and eye-pleasing as 
the art. Our server, Jelly (yes, that’s her name), 
skillfully explained the menu. (It seemed odd 
that a place with so many visual attractions had 
relatively few menu options, but that doesn’t 

mean they’re not well done.)
 The foie mousse was enough to make me want 
to return. The foie gras was molded with manda-
rin orange jelly to look like an actual orange—
and you just cut into it and spread it on your 
accompanying sourdough. It was pure heaven.
 However, there were other tantalizing dishes as 
well. The beef cheeks (with English peas, fava 
beans, wild mushrooms, yuzu and beet jus) had 
a deep flavor, and the pork shoulder was just as 
captivating. Also, my dining companion loved 
her venison (with blackberry gastrique, salt 
roasted root vegetables and pickled morels).
 Top off everything with either the butter cake 
or the cookies-and-cream combo (the latter an 
amalgam of black cocoa fudge cake, vanilla bean 
mousse and samba chocolate sauce).
 Prepare to be amazed. 
 note: Restaurant profiles/events are based 
on invitations arranged from restaurants and/
or firms.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in

WINDY CITY TIMES

SAVOR 
Fulton Market
Kitchen

The interior (above) and the beef cheeks 
(below) at Fulton Market Kitchen.
Photos by andrew Davis
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“The ‘B’ in LGBTQ-plus has been fought for, for 
so long. I’m not going to be the person that’s like, 
‘No, I need a ‘P’, I need another letter!’ I stand by 
people that have paved this way for somebody like 
me.”—Younger star nico Tortorella discusses the 
polyamorous relationship he has with Bethany 
Meyers, who considers herself a lesbian.

James Woods certainly stepped in it last 
week. It all started with a photo of 10-year-old 
CJ Duron and his parents Lori and Matt at Orange 
County Pride. Mom is holding a sign that says, “I 
Love My Gender Creative Son!”, while the dad’s 
says, “My Son Wears Dresses & Makeup ... Get 
Over It!” Their son is in lots of rainbow colors. I 
don’t know how James Woods found this post or 
why he commented on it. Then again, the James 
Woods story I remember involved Sean Young and 
an ill-placed bottle of super glue. Be that as it 
may, Woods re-Tweeted this photo, saying: “This 
is sweet. Wait until this poor kid grows up, real-
izes what you’ve done, and stuffs both of you 
dismembered into a freezer in the garage.” He 
certainly paints a vivid picture.

neil Patrick Harris jumped in. “Utterly igno-
rant and classless, Mr. Woods. I’m friends with 
this family. You know not of what you speak, and 
should be ashamed of yourself.” Woods snapped 
back: “Using one’s child as a social justice pro-
paganda doll is tantamount to child abuse. This 
is not about homophobia. Nice try though.” He 
wasn’t done. “For the record I have supported hu-
man rights of all stripes and persuasions, colors, 
creeds, choices and preferences my entire life. 
Period.” 

But not period, as he added, “Some children 
can be ruthlessly cruel to children who are simply 
different in any way. I humbly suggest making 
your child a target is unwise.” And he had more 
to say: “I spent my entire adult life in the New 
York theatre scene, kids. I have more gay friends 
than Liberace. So let’s stop the homophobia 
train.” He continued: “This is not a defense. I’m 
old enough to remember the agony friends suf-
fered for being different. Being wrongly accused 
of anything is vile.” He added: “And of course the 
final word on all of this is that I frankly don’t give 
a shit what anybody thinks of me.”

Were I to ever romantically target someone 
who is roughly the square root of my age, it 
would probably be Thomas Dekker. Aside from 
being cute as a button (whatever that means), 
he’s also quite intelligent and quixotic in his ap-
proach to life. And, let’s face it, I’m a sucker for 
guyliner. But no need for me to keep my effluvi-
ent emotions in check—he’s married. He made 
this announcement to let it be known that he’s 
gay—something I thought he did eons ago. Ap-
parently, back then all he did was make it clear 
he was sexually fluid. What spurred him to speak 
now was something Bryan Fuller said when he 
received the Outfest Achievement Award on July 
6: “I had a brief stint on Heroes where the gay 
character was ‘hetwashed’ after the actor’s man-
agement threatened to pull him from the show if 

he—the character, not the actor—were gay. The 
character became straight and the actor came out 
as gay.”

Fuller made similar claims in 2007. Dekker re-
members it differently, saying, “I would like it to 
be known by everyone, that I have played a gay 
character three times before in my career—one 
when I was 12 (which is on YouTube), one when 
I was 15 and another when I was 17. I, nor my 
management, have ever had any kind of problem 
with creating a gay character. What transpired on 
heroes is something far more complicated than 
anyone being ‘afraid’ to make Zach homosexual.” 

In 2011, he elaborated on his feelings when he 
was told the character would come out: “I went 
through the fucking roof! If you’re going to have 
a gay character on your show come out and be 
a pioneer for kids, I would’ve liked to play that 
from the get-go, from my perspective. I went to 
set and said to the writers, ‘I really wish that it 
wouldn’t have been five hours before I come into 
work that I get this news that [the character] 
I’d been playing for the last 12 episodes knows 
and is comfortable with the fact that he is gay. 
Because I would’ve played this very differently.’ 
But I said I’d do it, and then a couple hours later 
the creator, Tim Kring, showed up and said, ‘No, 
no, no. We’re going to change it.’”

What Dekker is upset about now is the part 
where Fuller said “the actor came out as gay.” 
Dekker said, “My sexual orientation once again 
came into question this week when a prominent 
gay man used an awards acceptance speech to 
‘out’ me. While he did not mention me by name, 
the explicit details of his reference made it easy 
for the public and media to connect the dots. 
While it is an odd situation, I thank him because 
it presents a prime opportunity for me to publicly 
say that I am indeed a man who proudly loves 
other men. In fact, this April, I married my hus-
band and I could not be happier. I have never 

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

nico Tortorella explains his complex 
relationship.
Photo by Getty images for GlaaD

lied to the press about the fluidity of my sexual-
ity but this man claiming that I came out is not 
true. Because I have not ‘officially’ until this very 
moment.”

Our “Ask Billy” question had me stumped. Rus-
sell wrote, “I heard Sam on Big Brother whipped 
out his cock on the live feed. Do you have it? Is 
it huge?”

Not being a devotee of Mrs. Moonves, I don’t 
know a thing about Big Brother. But I dutifully 
looked and found no Sam. I went back to Rus-
sell’s email and saw he is in England. So I tried 
Big Brother UK and, WOW, Sam almost poked out 
an eye! So, yes, I have it, yes, it’s huge, and yes, 
you can see it on BillyMasters.com.

When we’re bringing you the “big” in Big 
Brother, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. If you have a question, send it along to 
BillyMasters.com—the site that’s all about fluids. 
If you have a question, send it along to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before James Woods merits another mention 
in this column. So, until next time, remember: 
One man’s filth is another man’s bible.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTnUT ClEaninG SERViCES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
aRE yoU GoinG THRoUGH a DiFFiCUlT TiME? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., lCPC. northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com / 
www.BlandTherapy.com (9/28/17-52)

ESTATE SALE
anTiQUE FURniTURE FoR SalE Wood carved love 
seat. 3 piece hand carved parlor set, several end 
tables. Lamps, Oriental rugs, lots of knick-knacks, 
glassware and collector items. Call 773-759-3925 or 

email c.a.sikanich@gmail.com for an appointment.  
(7/12/17-2) 

HELP WANTED
EnTREPREnEURial SPiRiTS WanTED. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(6/28/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MaKE yoUR DECK looK FaBUloUS! Get on our sched-

ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
RainBoW THai BoDyWoRK alEx. Thai bodywork for 
gay only by Russian Alex. Petite but strong! North-
brook studio or housecalls. Expensive and worth it. 
From Russia with love! (847) 868-0110 (8/16/17-
4)
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Wed., July 19 
Rep. Kelly Cassidy summer event “Keep 

Calm and Carry On? I’d Rather Raise 
Hell and Change the World.” Support 
Rep. Cassidy in her work in Springfield. 
RSVP on the Facebook page.  5:30pm - 
7:00pm   Burke’s Public House  5401 N. 
Broadway,  http://www.facebook.com/
events/128617654404587/?ti=icl

activism Series: Women Employed For 
each meeting of our Activism Series, 
W&CF showcases specific local social 
justice organizations. Representatives 
from the organizations give a presenta-
tion detailing their mission, followed by 
a Q&A and an action plan of how at-
tendees can get involved. In July, they’ll 
be joined by Mary Kay Devine, Amanda 
Collins, and Aisa Ismail from Women Em-
ployed.   7:30pm - 8:30pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/event/activism-series-
women-employed 

Thursday, July 20
Thrive: Weekly group for HiV-positive 

yMSM Open process group facilitated 
by a licensed counselor open to all HIV-

positive young men who have sex with 
men, 18-29. A safe space to process 
one’s HIV status, emotional and men-
tal health, relationships, identity, and 
personal growth. Also fun activities and 
cultural outings once a quarter.   6:00pm   
Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN)  
5537 N Broadway St Chicago  http://
www.tpan.com/events/thrive-edition

Kuchi Costs Money and CoKane Keeps 
The Cable on - a Film by Coquie 
Hughes Urban Queer Women of Color 
Short Film Series. A tale of two best 
friend roommates who become “born 
again” only to revisit their “ungodly” 
past in order to pay for a crack deal 
gone wrong.  6:30pm - 9:00pm   Cen-
ter on Halsted,  3656 N Halsted Chicago  
http://community.centeronhalsted.org/
UrbanQueerWomen?erid=6229942&trid
=c6d37793-5c45-4c40-a533-f4e0f5b-
59fac

Sandra Bernhard, Sandra Monica Blvd: 
Coast to Coast Host of the live daily 
show Sandyland on SiriusXM Radio, 
in an all new show spotlighting her 
unique, sharp blend of hysterical in-
sight and outspoken views with rock 
‘n’ roll, cabaret, stand-up and a little 
burlesque. $45/$48/$55/$58. Doors 
7:00pm  8:00pm   City Winery Chicago  
1200 W Randolph St. Another show on 
July 21. Tickets: http://www.citywin-
ery.com/chicago/tickets/sandra-bern-
hard-7-20-17.html

Friday, July 21
“True love” block party Howard Brown 

Health Clark will host a block party 
and reveal the TRUE LOVE interactive 
sculpture by artist Bob Faust.  5:30pm 
- 7:30pm   Howard Brown Health Clark, 
6500 N. Clark St., Rogers Park  http://
HowardBrown.org

author Reading: Tim Taranto, aRS Bo-

TaniCa Written as letters to his unborn 
child, Tim Taranto’s Ars Botanica de-
scribes the infinite pleasures of falling 
in love -- the small discoveries of each 
other’s otherness, the crush of desire, 
the frightening closeness -- and the ter-
rifying impossibility of losing someone.  
7:30pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com/event/
author-reading-tim-taranto-ars-botan-
ica

Saturday, July 22 
14th annual Chicago Disability Pride 

Parade Post-Parade festivities will take 
place at Daley Plaza. No registration fee, 
donation suggested.  11:00am - 1:00pm   
401 S. Plymouth Ct.  http://Disabili-
tyPrideParade.org

Where’s Waldo? party You’ve been search-
ing for Waldo all month long! Now it’s 
time to bring your stamped passport to 
Women & Children First for the Where’s 
Waldo? Party with snacks, games, and 
activities! Participants with passports 
that have five stamps or more will be 
entered into a raffle for fantastical priz-
es, many of which have been donated by 
local businesses. Prize winners must be 
in attendance to win!  3:00pm   Women 
& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/book/9780763634988

Sunday, July 23
asians and Friends Dining Club South 

African restaurant with a new kind of 
BBQ and low-carb side dishes. AFC or-
ganizes social and cultural events for 
Chicago gay Asian community   4:00pm   
Nando’s Peri-Peri Chicken, 670 W. Di-
versey Pkwy.,  312-409-1573  http://
www.afchicago.org

Monday, July 24 
TransSafe: Weekly Transgender Care Ser-

vices Chicago House TransSafe Drop-In 
provides weekly “one-stop shop,” ad-
dressing the vulnerability of transgender 
individuals. No appointment necessary 
to access services most needed by those 
marginalized within the transgender 
community, including housing, legal, 
employment, medical including hor-
mones, and social support.   2:00pm 
- 5:00pm   Heartland Health Outreach 
clinic, 4750 N. Sheridan, Fifth floor  
http://www.chicagohouse.org/causes/
translife-center/

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

PRIDE AND SEEK

The 14th annual Disability 
Pride Parade

will take place
in the loop.

Photo by Ben Sanders

Saturday, July 22

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

CLASSIFIEDS REAL ESTATE
HOUSE FOR SALE 
CoRnER BRiCK GEoRGian in SaUGanaSH aREa. Com-
pletely remodeled. 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, full finished 
basement. Natural fireplace, hardwood floors through-
out. Two car garage. Huge back yard, quiet convenient 
location close to transportation and shopping. 6201 
N. Kedvale. Asking $599,000. Call 773 759 3925 or 
email c.a.sikanich@gmail.com  (7/12/17-2)

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777



Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY

#betrealty

Celebrating 20 Years — Founded 1996
(773) 342-7211  •  2041 W Division St.

BETANCOURTREALTY.COM

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

Professional Condo/Coop 
Property Management at an 
Affordable Rate

Dedicated to Achieving
100% Customer Satisfaction

Kane Property
Management Corp.

773-472-2300
www.KaneManagement.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
CAR ACCIDENT, WORK INJURY OR ORTHOPAEDIC INJURY

GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC SPINE AND HAND SURGERY
ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.

Conveninetly located at 7200 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
312-654-8800

www.goldcoastorthopaedic.com
¡Se habla Español!

• BACK
• SHOULDER
• ELBOW
• WRIST
• HAND
• HIP
• KNEE
• ANKLE
• FOOT

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330
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DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

312.332.2915 •  nottageandward.com

While gay marriage may be relatively new nationwide, Nottage and Ward has helped LGBTQ families 
navigate specific and often complicated legal issues for years. Whether you need a divorce from 
your spouse, help drafting pre-nuptial agreements, or assistance in negotiating support, visitation 
and property, we have the experience to guide you every step of the way—before, during and after.

HAVING EQUAL RIGHTS DOESN’T MEAN
YOU HAVE TO BE EQUALLY MISERABLE.
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http://www.nottageandward.com



