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Design Industries Foundation Fighting 
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By MATT SiMONeTTe
 
Elected officials and community leaders gathered 
at the Chicago headquarters of the Simon Wie-
senthal Center to discuss the expected impact of 
HB 2390, recently passed hate crimes legislation 
that was co-sponsored by state Rep. Stephanie 
Kifowit (D-Aurora).

Among its components, HB 2390 amends the 
Criminal Code of 2012 to remove caps on restitu-
tion for a hate crime as well as an intent require-
ment for a hate crime that takes place in and/
or damages a place of worship.  It also requires 
those convicted of a hate complete community 
service and an educational program as a condi-
tion of probation or discharge of a hate crime.

The bill passed both the House and the Sen-
ate, where it was sponsored by state Sen. Heather 
Steans (D-Chicago). It next goes to Gov. Bruce 
Rauner for his action.

Hate crimes—which Kifowit said were “deliber-
ate acts to promote fear in a community,” ulti-
mately “erode the fabric and foundations of our 
state and country as a whole,” she added.

Kifowit further noted that hate crimes offend-
ers “view themselves as strong, but they are weak 
in character and cowardly. There is no merit in 
the act of a hate crime.”  

State Rep. Sam Yingling, who is openly gay, 
praised HB 2390 and its potential impact on the 
LGBT community. He said that a third of hate 
crimes against LGBT individuals take place within 
their own homes, noting that such a persistent 
threat contributes to “a huge sense of instability 
and anxiety.”

Caitlyn McEllis, public interest counsel in the 
Illinois Attorney General’s Office, also discussed 

HB 3711, which she said complements HB 2390. 
HB 3711, among other facets, adds cyberstalk-
ing and sending obscene online messages as hate 
crimes; the bill addresses “the reality that many 
hate crimes take place online,” McEllis said. That 
bill also is due for action from Rauner.

Among those also speaking at the conference 
were Alison Slovin, Midwest director for the Si-
mon Wiesenthal Center; attorney Sadia Covert, 
who helped conceive of the legislation; and state 
Reps. LaShawn Ford (D-Oak Park) and Lisa Her-
nandez (D-Cicero).

“The people here understand that America 
must become a little bit better for everyone,” 
Ford said.

MillerCoors starts
‘Tap Into Change’ 

MillerCoors is celebrating Pride Month in Chi-
cago through the “Tap Into Change Program,” 
which will direct 15 cents from every MillerCoors 
product sold toward non-profit organizations.

The program, formerly known as “Great Cents,” 
will contribute up to $35,000 to local groups and 
agencies focused on LGBTQ and HIV/Aids related 
issues.  Now in its sixth year, MillerCoors has do-
nated more than $100,000 to local organizations 
through the Tap Into Change program.

Tap Into Change runs through Aug. 31 at 19 
participating locations, including Big Chicks, Big 
Jim’s, Charlie’s, Crew, DS Tequila, Little Jim’s, 
Minibar, North End, Progress Bar, R Public House, 
Roscoe’s, Scot’s, Sidetrack, The SoFo Tap, Spyners, 
The Closet, The Glenwood, Touche and Pub 626.

Kifowit, advocates discuss 
hate-crimes legislation

State Rep. Sam yingling, Alison Slovin and state Rep. Stephanie Kifowit. 
Photo by Matt simonette

GUEST COLUMN
By GABe GUzMAN wiTh NicOle eRiN MORSe

In prison, everything gets around by word of 
mouth, and that’s how I first heard about Black 
and Pink. 
 When I was in segregation a few years ago, 
one of my LGBTQ friends had a few copies of the 
Black and Pink newspaper. At the time, I didn’t 
know much about LGBTQ culture, because I had 
been raised in a conservative family. The news-
paper talked about so many aspects of LGBTQ 
culture, featuring different people’s perspec-
tives, artwork, poetry, educational information, 
legal information—a little bit of everything. For 
me, connecting to the culture was the most im-
portant part, because I wasn’t too sure how I 
could help others when I wasn’t yet confident 
about my identity.
 Reading the Black and Pink newspaper really 
helped me when I was young and depressed and 
bullied a lot. I had these feelings that everyone 
says are wrong, but reading the newspaper re-
ally helped, especially since all the stories were 
stories about people in prison, stories about 
what I was seeing every day. I started talking 
with people about themselves, their hopes and 
their dreams. 
 First, I started small, because there are so few 
resources in prison to figure out how to become 
an activist. I gave people emotional support, 
and I stood up for people inside. I wouldn’t let 
any of my LGBTQ family be bullied. I’d invite 
people to join me doing something, like work-
ing out, and then we’d talk about ourselves, 
our thoughts and our feelings. Inside, it can be 
really risky to be open with other people. Yet 
without speaking with each other, it’s impos-
sible to start working to change the system.
 Black and Pink is a special part of the LGBTQ 
community, reaching out to our extended LGBTQ 
family—people who are locked up. Our commu-
nity has a troubled history with the police and 
prisons, and in Black and Pink we are working to 
address that. Working for a world without pris-
ons is a challenge that everybody should take 
up, because in this system, minorities aren’t 
treated justly and the legal process isn’t fair to 
many individuals. One way Black and Pink works 
toward a world in which no one is disposable is 
through our penpal program.
 For LGBTQ people who are locked up, writing 
letters to our Black and Pink penpals is a really 
useful tool. A lot of people on the inside are 
cut off from their families, whether because of 
economics, because of distance, or because they 
are LGBTQ. Being isolated like that makes prison 

even more stressful. Having that relationship 
can change a person’s life around. We always 
need new penpals on the outside and we match 
penpals on the third Monday of every month at 
656 W. Barry Ave. in Chicago. Even now that 
I’m free, I’m still in contact with my penpal. 
I went through good times and bad times and 
she was there the whole time. I even gave up a 
few times, but she was my strength, she was my 
bond. She helped me focus on the big picture.
 Right now, I’m helping to plan Black and 
Pink’s second National Gathering, to celebrate 
12 years of LGBTQ prison abolition work. This 
event will bring Black and Pink members from 
across the country to Chicago August 4-6. There 
will be a big celebration, award ceremony, and 
party the evening of Aug. 4 at CTU Hall, 1901 W. 
Carroll Ave, followed by workshops and planning 
for the next stage in Black and Pink’s work. 
 For me, the National Gathering will be a 
chance to see how other chapters work. I see 
it as an important way for us to share ideas, 
see how each chapter is doing this work, meet 
new people, and make new friends. And of 
course there’s the fun part: acknowledging all 
the people who have gone above and beyond, 
celebrating people who are really giving their 
love to our community.
 Nobody should ever give up in any circum-
stance. I haven’t. I enjoy being LGBTQ. I worked 
for it, and I love it. I want everybody to love 
themselves, in every culture and every country. 
That’s what we fight for, and I’m a fighter.
 For more information on the National Gath-
ering, see http://www.blackandpink.org/
bp12. To become a penpal, contact blackand-
pinkchicago@gmail.com .

From the Inside Out

Gabe Guzman is a community organizer with Black and Pink chicago and an lGBTQ activist. 
Nicole erin Morse is an organizer with Black and Pink chicago and a PhD candidate at the 
University of chicago.

Gabe (in red) with a number of other 
members of Black and Pink from shortly 
after his release. 
Photo courtesy of black and Pink
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By GReTcheN RAchel hAMMOND
 
Since this year’s Pride Parade promises extra se-
curity through a significantly enhanced police 
presence, those looking to celebrate and partici-
pate in the power of LGBTQ and minority commu-
nities in a more exuberant environment need to 
look no further than the Dyke March, which will 
take place in a new location this year—in Little 
Village on Saturday, June 24.

The historic event began as an alternative to 
the yearly Pride Parade, which felt unwelcoming 
to parts of the LGBTQ community. 

Corporate participation is declined in favor 
of small businesses and nonprofits. The head-
thumping, broken record of Lady Gaga’s Greatest 
Hits is dispensed with in favor of a message of 
change and, while there are always bystanders 
waving-on the often 1,000-plus people who walk 
the Dyke March’s route, they aren’t squashed sev-
en-deep behind barricades. In fact, anyone who 
wants to join in will always find a space.

The collective organizers behind this year’s 
Dyke March found such a welcome from the busi-
nesses and communities of Little Village. It is the 
first time the event will take place in the South-
west Side neighborhood, having spent the past 
three years in Humboldt Park.

Reyna Wences is an organizer with both the 
Dyke March and a significant partner for the 
event this year, Organized Communities Against 
Deportations (OCAD)—which has taken up the 
fight “against unfair and inhumane immigration 
enforcement practices that impact immigrant 
communities” in an era which has seen families 
torn apart, human rights denied and children and 
adults tortured and imprisoned for months with-
out access to legal counsel or, in many cases, 
anyone from the outside world.

“In response to what’s happening federally, 

OCAD has been involved in conversations and a 
campaign around expanding sanctuary,” Wences 
told Windy City Times. “We know that the fed-
eral administration has been attacking different 
communities; immigrant, transgender so, when 
we talked between OCAD and the [Dyke March] 
Collective about the march, we wanted to expand 
the conversation around immigration to include 
more LGBTQ visibility.”

Wences said that outreach to businesses and 
community organizations in Little Village began 
in late March.

“There was a lot of relationship-building with 
organizations on the ground,” Wences noted. 
“Businesses have been very receptive of the Dyke 
March. There have been a number of social events 
leading up to it. When we approached business 
owners, they were really open to it. They wel-
comed us with open arms.”

Organizers have also engaged Little Village 
schools by working with both parents and teach-
ers.

“It’s been beautiful and interesting going to 
these meetings, talking about what Dyke March 
is and the collaboration with OCAD,” Wences said. 
“People have been really receptive and asked a 
lot of questions. In a recent meeting we had, one 
of the mothers wanted to know more about the 
LGBTQ community. We now know that there is a 
need for more education in Little Village. We see 
Dyke March coming to Little Village as a way for 
community members to get more engaged, to ask 
questions and to have conversations.”

Alexis Martinez has been a core organizer with 
the Dyke March collective for eight years.

“We like the community to invite us in,” she 
said. “[OCAD] approached us and was the main 
impetus that brought us to Little Village. Dyke 
March is always evolving. We’re always getting 
new blood.”

 “We’re taking a strong position on immigration 
rights,” she added. “While there’s an impetus to 
be more political, we’re still celebrating who we 
are and getting our message out there.”

Martinez agreed that the Dyke March has be-
come more reflective of that kind of celebration 
than the Pride Parade.

“The Pride Parade still focuses on gay, white 

males and every year it becomes more of an up-
per-middle class corporate expression,” she said. 
“Dyke Marches across the country go to the grass-
roots struggle of oppressed people.”

Those who want to show solidarity with such 
communities and participate in the 2017 Dyke 
March are welcome to join the gathering point at 
Little Village Academy, 2620 S. Lawndale, at 1:30 
p.m. The march will kick off an hour later and will 
conclude with a rally, free food and entertain-

ment which includes superlative spoken word, 
music and dance performances in Piotrowski Park, 
4247 W. 31st St. 

The rally will also feature informational tables 
from, so far, more than 20 organizations.

“We hope a lot of people come out,” Wences as-
serted. “It’s a family-friendly, beautiful celebra-
tion that marginalized communities don’t get at 

the Pride Parade.”
“Every year we grow a little more,” Martinez 

said. “We’re trying to be inclusive without los-
ing our identity. We’re striving always to be ac-
countable but sometimes you just have to rock 
the boat.”

For more information on the 2017 Dyke March, 
see https://www.facebook.com/DykeMarchChi-
cago/.

Alexis Martinez.
Photo by Gretchen 
Rachel Hammond

Dyke March to take
unity to streets of
Little Village

chicago Dyke March 2016.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

Belmont Rocks
project planned

The Belmont Rocks played an undeniably im-
portant part in the LGBTQ community’s history 
and in the lives of many LGBTQ Chicagoans. 

“The Rocks” were “a place to call our own—
a place of celebrations and partying, of social 
and sexual encounters, a place of artwork, me-
morials, cookouts, unions, and so much more. 
A place to do nothing or do everything. The 
meaning and importance of that iconic strip 
of land needs to be chronicled and preserved,” 
said author Owen Keehnen in a press release.

Keehnen is compiling a book to help safe-
guard the memory of The Rocks for future gen-
erations. He is seeking pictures as well as short 
essays, personal recollections and anecdotes of 
up to 500 words about LGBTQ life at the Bel-
mont Rocks.

“If The Rocks were an meaningful part of 
your life, please consider contributing any-
thing which captures what The Belmont Rocks 
meant to you. With your help we can let future 
generations of LGBTQ Chicagoans know the sig-
nificant role this gathering place played in our 
history. Preserving our past is our responsibil-

ity,” Keehnen stated.
Send submissions to OwenKeehnen@yahoo.

com. Put “The Rocks” on the subject line. The 
deadline for submissions is Oct. 1.

Serbia has first
lesbian leader 

Serbia leader Aleksandar Vucic has named 
public administration minister Ana Brnabic 
as the new prime minister, Deutsche Welle re-
ported.

Brnabic is now the first woman—as well as 
the first openly gay politician—to lead the Eu-
ropean country. This is seen as a major step for 
Serbia, which is considered a pretty conserva-
tive nation.

She will take over for Vucic, who recently 
took over as president.

Vucic’s nomination happened a day after Leo 
Varadkar was officially elected as the prime 
minister of Ireland, becoming the first openly 
gay man to hold this position.

The Deutsche Welle article is at http://www.
dw.com/en/openly-gay-ana-brnabic-set-to-
become-prime-minister-of-serbia/a-39270285.
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By NiNA MATTi

The Chicago Coalition of Welcoming Churches 
(CCWC) gathered June 17 for its first-ever “Shar-
ing Light, Sharing Faith in Divided Times” Pride 
Brunch and Reception. The coalition welcomed 
about 75 people from across Chicagoland to the 
Unitarian Church of Evanston. 

Every year, the coalition holds various worship 

services throughout Pride Month; however, this 
year the group felt warranted a little something 
more.

CCWC Coordinator Rev. Jacki Belile said, “This 
year, frankly, we felt like we needed to create 
some space for conversation. Space to hear 
again, or introduce to some people for the first 
time, the story of the coalition, the things that 
we’ve done that we know have made an impact 
and the places where we know we want to make 
more impact.”

The Pride brunch was the solution. While there, 
attendees learned about the history of the CCWC 
and had time to reflect on the changes or issues 
they have seen within their own churches. Many 
wanted to work on supporting youth, advocat-

ing for trans members and focusing on intersec-
tionality with the Black Lives Matter movement 
within their faith communities.

“It was a nice mix of painting the big story of 
where we’ve come from and where we still want 
to go, and getting people connected and net-
working across the table,” Belile said.

After time for conversation and reflection, at-
tendees rang bells and some recited poet Maren 

Tirabassi’s work “Forty-Nine Bells” in honor of the 
49 people killed in the Pulse massacre that hap-
pened a year ago.

The morning closed out with a Black Lives Mat-
ter vigil outside the church. Belile said the vigil 
showed the CCWC’s emphasis on “being aware of 
and being deeply committed to the sanctity of 
Black lives in a world where ... our African Ameri-
can brothers and sisters wake up and have a lot 
of reasons to see their lives not valued.”

The CCWC will also be hosting its annual dedi-
cation worship service immediately before the 
Pride Parade on June 25 at Truman College and 
a picnic after the parade to continue working to-
ward its mission of expressing gratitude and sup-
port for the LGBTQ faith community. 

Pride brunch 
promotes reflection on 
religion, inclusivity

Pride brunch.
Photo courtesy of Rev. Jacki belile

Lurie Children’s
proudly supports
LGBTQ children,
adolescents and families



More than 70 major corporations, small busi-
nesses, government agencies and nonprofits are 
expected for the third annual in the Windy City 
Times WERQ! LGBTQ job fair Friday, Sept. 22, 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted St. In 2016, more than 500 people attended 
the fair.

The event—free and open to the public—is 
hosted by Windy City Times with Center on Hal-
sted, MB Financial Bank, US Bank, Uber, Pride 
Action Tank, Chicago House, Association of La-
tino/as Motivating Action, Affinity Community 
Services, AIDS Foundation of Chicago and Out & 
Equal Chicagoland.

Exhibitors in 2016 included, among many oth-
ers, AON Hewitt, AT&T, Chicago Marriott, Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago, Gap Inc. and Old Navy, 
Google, Groupon, Hilton Worldwide, Howard 
Brown Health, Hyatt Corporation, KPMG, Lyric 
Opera, Mariano’s, The Ritz-Carlton, Speciality’s 
Cafe & Bakery, Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., 

United Airlines, Vienna Beef, Walgreens, WBEZ 
and  Zurich North America.

This is the third WERQ! LGBTQ Job Fair. The first 
focused primarily on youth experiencing home-
lessness, and in 2016 there was a special em-
phasis on youth, trans individuals and seniors. 
This year’s fair is open to all LGBTQ and allies, 
and will coincide with the launch of a #HireTrans 
local initiative.

The Center on Halsted computer lab will be 
open all that day for people to use for working 
on and printing their resumes.

Booths at the job fair are $95 for businesses, 
$75 for nonprofits. Deadline is Sept. 1. Email 
Tracy Baim for details: editor@windycitymedia-
group.com, or call 773-871-7610. Businesses can 
register online at www.werqchicagojobfair.com 
and individuals wishing to attend can also RSVP 
on that website.

Also see Facebook.com/LGBTQJobFair.

June 21, 20178 WINDY CITY TIMES

weRQ! lGBTQ Job Fair.
Photo by Hal baim

Windy City Times
Job Fair Sept. 22 at
Center on Halsted

Activism meet-ups, personal book  
recommendations, weekly events,  
Kids Storytime, and more!  

There are so many 
reasons to support  
Chicago’s only 
feminist bookstore.
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By GReTcheN RAchel hAMMOND
 
When U.S. Navy veteran travis (preferred name 
spelling) began a rendition of “America the Beau-
tiful” on June 14, his powerful voice stopped 
people who had been spending their lunchtimes 
at Daley Plaza in downtown Chicago in their 
tracks. They pulled out their iPhones and began 
taking videos or remained frozen in rapt atten-
tion.

The song was part of the annual salute to the 
service of this country’s LGBT veterans and anoth-
er in a growing legacy of moments demonstrating 
that the passionate sacrifice of those forced to 
live in the shadows for love of country can never 
be ignored.

The meaningful event was hosted by the City 
of Chicago Commission on Human Relations, The 
Chicago chapter of the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights (AVER, celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary) and the Chicago Veterans Advisory Council.

In contrast, the pride of LGBTQ veterans was 
celebrated with dignity, ceremony and honor that 
began with the presentation and posting of the 

colors and concluded with the haunting sound of 
“Echo Taps,” as played by Lakeside Pride March-
ing Band members Susan Jones and Melissa Ter-
rell, while U.S. Air Force veteran Ed Wosylus laid 
a wreath at the Daley Plaza’s eternal flame.

By then, those people who began as curious 
onlookers had surrounded the semicircle of vet-
erans who stood to attention as the bugle call, 
unmistakably identified with valor and remem-
brance, resonated across the plaza.

Conversation stopped. People bowed their 
heads. There was a mutual understanding be-
tween participants and audience of why everyone 
was there, the battles which have been fought 
and those that lie ahead even seven years after 
the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT).

In reading the proclamation by Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, City of Chicago Commission on Human 
Relations Chair and Commissioner Mona Noriega 
recalled those battles throughout the history of 
America while  honoring LGBT veterans “of di-
verse yet convergent backgrounds [who] have 
fearlessly defended the principle of the Decla-
ration of Independence and the Constitution of 

these United States through their service in the 
United States Armed Forces side by side with 
their heterosexual counterparts.”

The proclamation also made note of both the 
“first federally approved LGBTQ veterans monu-
ment on federal land at Abraham Lincoln National 
Cemetery in Elwood, Illinois,” dedicated on May 
25, 2015, and the memorial honoring LGBTQ vet-
erans in the heart of Chicago’s Lake View neigh-
borhood unveiled May 29, 2017.

Joining Noriega on stage were veterans repre-
senting the United States Coast Guard, Navy, Air 
Force, Army and National Guard.

Before introducing them, AVER President and 
Navy veteran Jim Darby remembered the organi-
zation’s founding a quarter-century ago.

“I put an ad in the Windy City Times asking if 
someone would like to form a gay veteran’s asso-
ciation,” he said. “I’m a member of the American 
Legion. Many are members of the VFW [Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the U.S.], VAV [Veterans Assist-
ing Veterans]; the whole alphabet soup but we 
found out along the way that we really weren’t 
very welcome. As a matter of fact, they were just 
putting up with us and that was a good enough 
reason to found our own organization.”

After accusing former President Bill Clinton of 
“chickening out” by instituting DADT instead of 
lifting the ban on LGBTQ service members, Darby 
starkly illustrated the results of the 17 years it 
remained in place.

“That policy resulted in the throwing out of 
15,000 LGBT service members,” he said. “What a 
waste to this country.”

In her remarks, keynote speaker U.S. Navy Pet-
ty Officer First Class Emily Siefken remembered 
the history which surrounded and affected her as 
she grew up in rural Iowa before joining the US 
Navy at age 17.

“My grandpa was a hero to me,” she said. “As 
someone who did not talk about his life in the 
army, Vern ‘Bad Ass’ Bud confided in me about 
his time commanding an infantry unit during the 
height of the Korean war; stepping in for offi-
cers who had been killed in particularly bloody 
offenses. He recounted trenches twenty feet deep 
and ten feet wide completely filled with bodies 

that were either dead or lay dying.”
“In small, religious towns, men like my grand-

father are revered,” Siefken noted. “They are al-
most holy models of sacrifice; about as close to 
bleeding on the cross as any human would likely 
get. Women, historically, do not fit this model.”

Yet, Siefken is the veteran of two wars in the 
Middle East who was trained in CCTV and satellite 
communications repair. She worked with Special 
Forces and Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) 
teams. She is a former drill sergeant for six male/
female integrated divisions and the creator of nu-
merous groundbreaking artistic works including 
2007’s Here/Not There which paid visceral honor 
to female casualties of the Iraq war.

“Each of us recognized our worth to each oth-
er,” Siefken said as she fondly recalled her fellow 
service members, particularly those who came 
from economically challenged backgrounds. “We 
worked together, shared resources in order to be 
successful; to survive.”

DADT led to an end to Siefken’s service in 2003.
“The circumstances around my departure are 

fairly harrowing and sad but I prefer to look 
on the bright side wherever possible,” she said. 
“Comradery and love are the bright side. I found 
my fellow veterans floating adrift. We connect 
over a common goal; to help each other navigate 
civilian life. Only one half of one percent of the 
entire population of US citizens have given up 
their youth and economic potential to serve this 
nation.”

“We have honor, courage and commitment,” 
she added. “Historically as a nation we have 
few examples of comradery spanning race, class, 
religion, sexual orientation. This is where veter-
ans, public servants and those interested in the 
well-being of someone other than themselves can 
truly make a mark. I believe the concept of what 
it means to be a hero has fundamentally changed. 
Who would have thought that our LGBTQ commu-
nity could be the ‘shining city on the hill’ refer-
enced by [Ronald] Reagan or that our collabora-
tive prism would cast a gloriously colorful path 
for this driftless nation to follow?”

For more information on AVER, visit aver.us.
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wreath-laying at veterans’ salute.
Photo by Nina Matti

City salutes LGBT
military veterans in
Daley Plaza ceremony
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3322 S. Morgan St., Chicago, www.ThePoloInn.com
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Services for Melvin
Wilson on July 9

Melvin J. Wilson, of Oak Park—an architect, 
activist, journalist and co-founder of Oak Park 
Lesbian and Gay Association—passed away April 
20. He was 74.

A memorial service will be Sunday, July 9, at 
3:30 p.m., at Frank Lloyd Wright’s Unity Temple, 
875 Lake St., Oak Park. Donations can be made 
to OPALGA (Opalga.org) or LGBT Voice Tanzania 
(http://lgbtvoicetz.org/).

After earning his architecture degree from the 
Illinois Institute of Technology, Wilson worked 
in the offices of Mies van der Rohe and at FCL 
Associates, served as an architect in the Peace 
Corps in Tunisia, and was a staff writer at Windy 
City Times. 

Wilson was the husband and partner of 32 years 
to Nathan Linsk; the father of Adam (Renee) 
Wilson and Charna (Angel McDonald) Linsk; the 
former spouse of Esther Parada; the brother of 
Darrell and Loren Wilson; and the son of the late 
Leonard Lee and Levina Wilson. He was preceded 
in death by brothers Claude and Everett Wilson.

Lesbian cop helps
subdue Va. shooter

One of the two members of the U.S. Capitol 
police credited with preventing a June 13 shoot-
ing on an Alexandria, Virginia, baseball field from 
turning into a massacre is a member of the LGBTQ 
community.

According to a White House pool report, Presi-
dent and First Lady Melania Trump “met with 
Capitol Police Officer Crystal Griner and her wife, 
[receiving a] bouquet of flowers.” Officer David 
Bailey was the other policeman.

Bailey and Griner were described by officials as 
being in good condition without life-threatening 

injuries.
Belleville, Illinois, resident James Hodgkinson, 

66, showed up at the Eugene Simpson Stadium 
Park the morning of June 13 and reportedly asked 
Rep. Jeff Duncan (R-South Carolina) if “Demo-
crats or Republicans” were practicing on the field. 
Hodgkinson, who had a semiautomatic rifle and a 
handgun, shot at least 50 rounds of ammunition, 
hitting GOP Whip Steve Scalise and three others 
before authorities killed him.

“Many lives would have been lost if not for the 
heroic actions of the two Capitol police officers 
who took down the gunman . . . during a very, 
very brutal assault,” President Trump said.

This is not the first time an LGBTQ officer had 
a part in preventing a more horrifying gunfre-
related situation involving a politician. In 1975, 
Oliver Wellington “Billy” Sipple—a decorated 
U.S. Marine and Vietnam War veteran who hap-
pened to be gay—grabbed the arm of Sara Jane 
Moore as she fired a .38-caliber pistol at then-
U.S. President Gerald Ford outside the St. Fran-
cis Hotel in San Francisco, causing her to miss. 
Sipple died in 1989.

The game between the members of Congress 
went on as scheduled on June 15. Nearly 25,000 
people attended the game, which had the Demo-
crats defeating the Republicans 11-2.

Oregon achieves first
for gender markers 

Beginning July 1, the Oregon Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) will begin offering a third 
gender marker on state identification cards—
making Oregon the first state in the country to 
recognize non-binary identities.  

The third marker, “X,” will mean “not specified” 
in terms of gender options. Oregon’s DMV began 
considering a third gender marker last year af-
ter an Oregon Court affirmed Jamie Shupe’s non-
binary gender.

Other cultures and countries have recognized 
non-binary genders for many years, including 
Canada, India, Bangladesh, Australia, New Zea-
land and Nepal. In fact, United Nation states 
use an internationally recognized format that in-
cludes a non-binary gender marker of “X.”

Local attorneys
make LGBT Bar’s list

Four Chicago-area attorneys made The National 
LGBT Bar Association’s “Best Under 40” list this 
year.

They are Tony Neuhoff, a vice president of legal 
and compliance at GCM Grosvenor; Russell King, 
a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP; Louis Klapp, 
a senior associate at Quarles & Brady LLP; and 
Mario Treto Jr., an assistant city attorney for the 
City of Evanston.

The awards will be presented during the orga-
nization’s Lavender Law Conference & Career Fair 
in San Francisco on Thursday, Aug. 3. 

U.S. capitol officer crystal Griner.
screen shot image from MsNbc
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By DAviD Thill

While no Republican contender has yet come for-
ward, Democratic U.S. Rep. Daniel Lipinski, of Il-
linois’ 3rd District, continues to gain challengers 
from his own party. 

The latest candidate to announce his intention 
to run is Mateusz “Mat” Tomkowiak, an academic 
with an eye toward health policy, who wants to 
be the first openly LGBT federal elected official 
in Illinois’ history. He will be joining Lipinski 
and marketing consultant Marie Newman, who 
announced her candidacy in April, in the March 
2018 primary.

Being the first federal LGBT elected official 
from Illinois would be a significant step for the 
LGBT community, Tomkowiak told Windy City 
Times. He believes LGBT members of Congress are 
important in demonstrating that LGBT people are 
“capable of representing constituents in the same 
way that non-LGBT people are.”

He also believes it would be a valuable step for 
the 3rd District, which comprises parts of Chica-
go’s Southwest Side and the West and Southwest 
suburbs. Having lived there for most of the last 
two decades, he said it’s a “warm and welcoming 
place,” and believes an LGBT representative can 
help change the perception that the district is 
less progressive than its North Side counterparts.

“If we could be the part of Chicago that holds 
up the torch of power and equality and progres-
siveness,” the 3rd District could be a place where 
young people, especially millennials—who, data 
indicate, tend to be more progressive than older 

generations and are also leaving Illinois in rising 
numbers—choose to live and start their families, 
Tomkowiak said.

 
The case for single-payer healthcare

Tomkowiak emigrated from Poland with his 
family when he was 9, settling in Chicago’s Ar-
cher Heights neighborhood, part of the 3rd Dis-
trict. He has left the district only twice since 
then, to pursue higher education. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in development sociology and 
international relations from Cornell University in 
2007, a master’s degree in political science from 
University of Chicago in 2009, and he is pursuing 
his Ph.D. in politics from Princeton University.

One of the key issues in his platform is health-
care, a topic that has been important to him ever 
since his brother was diagnosed with schizoaf-
fective disorder soon after starting college. In 
seeking care for his brother, Tomkowiak saw “the 
worst” of the U.S. healthcare system. At that 
time, prior to the passage of the Affordable Care 
Act, private insurers refused to cover Tomkowiak’s 
brother, labeling the disorder a pre-existing con-
dition, said Tomkowiak. The result was mounting 
bills and psychological stress on his family, an 
experience that “lit this fire in me,” leading him 
to study health policy in his academic work.

“Everything from gun control to the environ-
ment to civil rights is a health policy,” said 
Tomkowiak. He noted, for example, that research 
shows that states that legalized same-sex mar-
riage saw reduced incidence levels of teen sui-
cide. He also cited studies indicating that people 
are more receptive to learning about climate 
change when it is framed as a public health issue.

For Tomkowiak, the road to a stronger American 
healthcare system is a single-payer model. Med-
icaid, Medicare and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs are all models for single-payer care in the 
United States that are “beloved” by Americans, 
he said. He added that each of those programs 
has lower per-person costs than private health 
insurance programs, “even though each of those 
programs takes care of much sicker populations.”

Countries with single-payer healthcare systems 
have lower costs and better patient outcomes 
than the U.S., he added, so there is an econom-

ic and moral case to be made for single-payer 
healthcare.

But how would his case fare in a divided House 
of Representatives?

“We can point to public opinion” to start, he 
said, citing statistics showing that 80 percent of 
Democrats and 60 percent of independents sup-
port a “Medicare-for-all” healthcare system. The 
argument for single-payer “is persuasive,” said 
Tomkowiak. If elected, he believes he can articu-
late that argument on the House floor and “push 
legislators toward my side” of the issue.

 
Bucking the establishment

Healthcare is one of several progressive posi-
tions for which Tomkowiak advocates—others 
include free public college tuition, expanded 
funding for Planned Parenthood, passage of the 
Equality Act and a $60 billion “Clean Energy 
Challenge”—as part of a revitalized Democratic 
Party. In his opinion, the party is too beholden 
to wealth, and Democratic representatives aren’t 
“clued in to what the lives of everyday people 
are.”

At the same time the party is nominating 
wealthy candidates and raising historically large 
sums of campaign money, “our party is in its low-
est position of influence in more than a hundred 
years,” he said. “When our messengers are rich 

… they don’t carry the message as well as they 
should.” As an immigrant who comes from an 
economically disadvantaged background, he be-
lieves he can carry the party’s message.

Furthermore, the current generation of youth 
is more likely to vote for third-party candidates 
than previous generations, said Tomkowiak. Part 
of the reason for this, he said, is “really old” 
Democratic leadership, members of Congress 
and politicians. Young people “aren’t seeing the 
Democratic Party as the political vehicle for their 
goals,” he said. At 32 years old, Tomkowiak wants 
to represent this younger faction of voters.

Although he believes the country needs a pub-
licly funded electoral system, he acknowledged 
that down the line he will need funding from his 
supporters. In the meantime, his campaign will 
be “people-driven,” relying primarily on volun-
teers, he said.

He added, “Money isn’t going to persuade peo-
ple in Mount Greenwood to vote for a Democrat. 
… They need someone who actually they trust 
and who actually lived around them and who’s 
actually knocked on their doors and talked.”

Tomkowiak’s official campaign website is 
Mat2018.com.
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Mateusz “Mat” Tomkowiak.
Photo courtesy of Tomkowiak

3rd District Rep.
Lipinski faces 
another challenger

UIC launches
injectable 
PrEP study
By MATT SiMONeTTe

The University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), 
on June 16, announced that it will begin 
recruiting participants for a clinical trial to 
compare the efficacy of a newly developed 
injectable drug to prevent new infections of 
the HIV virus with that of the oral medica-
tion Truvada.

In a statement, Richard Novak, chief of in-
fectious disease in the UIC College of Medi-
cine and principal investigator on the grant, 
said, “The number one reason that Truvada 
fails to prevent the transmission of HIV is 
when it’s not taken consistently every day as 
prescribed,” Novak said.

The injectable medication, Cabotegravir, 
would need to be administered once every 
two months, he added.

“If people only need to get a shot once 
every two months instead of having to re-
member to take pills every day, we think that 
the rate of transmission among those on the 
injectable will decrease,” Novak said.

Novak and colleagues will be recruiting 
about 60 persons in the Chicago area; about 
4,500 persons are expected to participate 
worldwide. The trial is funded by the National 
Institutes of Health.

“If the trial is successful, Cabotegravir may 
have a huge impact in curtailing HIV trans-
mission in the future,” said Novak. “New HIV 
infections among men who have sex with 
men and transgender women who have sex 
with men is on the rise, and new drugs are 
needed to more effectively block transmis-
sion.”
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By GReTcheN RAchel hAMMOND
 
On June 16, a Minnesota jury acquitted the po-
lice officer who shot an innocent Black man Phi-
lando Castile multiple times during a traffic stop. 
Beloved in his community, Castile was killed for 
the crime of reaching for his identification.

Hardly anyone was surprised by the verdict. On 
the same day, a panel in Chicago discussed meth-
ods for transgender, intersex and gender noncon-
forming people of color to protect themselves 
during an encounter with police.

First Defense Legal Aid (FDLA) hosted the event 
at Grace Episcopal Church in downtown Chicago.

Founded in 1995, the Chicago-based nonprofit 
provides “free legal representation to people in 
Chicago Police Department [CPD] custody and 
educates Chicagoans about how to protect their 
constitutional rights.”

The event was the third in the organization’s 
“What’s at Stake” series.

Moderated by Maria Hernandez from Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) and FDLA, the discussion began 
with compelling poetry from Vita Eye Cleveland 
and a panel which included Brave Space Alliance 
director and founder and Trans Liberation Collec-
tive member LaSaia Wade, Raise the Floor Policy 
Director and former FDLA staff attorney Samoane 
Williams, the FDLA’s Phade Wayze and Transfor-
mative Justice Law Project (TJLP) attorney Tanvi 
Sheth.

Although Hernandez pointed out that the max-
imum amount of information anyone detained by 
police who does not wish to exercise their right 
to remain silent should provide is a name, date-
of-birth, address and, in the case of minors, the 
phone number of a parent or guardian, she added 
that “for trans individuals it gets complicated in 
a number of ways.”

For a transgender and gender nonconforming 
individual to match their name with that provid-
ed on an official piece of identification is an ex-
pensive legal and bureaucratic headache through 
which Sheth and the TJLP guide people via a free 
walk-in clinic held at the Daley Center on the last 
Friday of every month. 

Meanwhile, Williams noted that police officers 
are supposed to respect an individual’s desired 
gender pronouns and name no matter what is re-
flected on an ID.

Williams suggested documenting any case in 
which that request is not honored by “getting 
the officer’s name and badge number. If you don’t 
have that, get a clear description of what the 
officer looked like and the shift the officer was 
working.”

“Don’t lie to police,” Williams stressed. “If you 
are calling an organization like FDLA to come and 
represent you at the police station, and if your 
loved ones don’t know the alias that you gave, 

that’s going to lead to us having problems locat-
ing you at the police station.”

“The police make contact with me all the time,” 
Wayze said. “I don’t care what level of normativ-
ity I have to perform, I just want what’s happen-
ing to end. They have this power to stop me as a 
person. The more and more questions they have, 
they start to treat you like a specimen.”

“Law enforcement tends to profile trans peo-
ple,” Sheth agreed. 

Wade recalled an arrest in Tennessee and hav-
ing the realization that, “‘Oh shit. I’m trans and 
I’m about to go into a space where I don’t know 
if I’m going to come out.’”

“You’re dealing with racism, homophobia and 
transphobia all at one time,” Wade said. “I froze. 
For me it was like ‘here’s my ID. Do what you’ve 
got to do.’ It was a realization that, for me, put-
ting myself and my body on the line, I would 
always have to worry about my safety with the 
community that is supposed to protect and serve 
us. It’s a constant traumatic experience.”

The dehumanization which occurs during an 
interaction with law enforcement is further ac-
celerated during a police search, panelists said.

“You have the right to have someone of the 
same gender search you,” Hernandez stated. 
“Determining your gender for [police] can come 
down to either your ID or your genitalia.”

“When they searched me, they squeezed my 
genitalia so much that they were bruised,” Wayze 
recalled. “They are going to apply their hands to 
your body because they have a right to and what-
ever kind of fucked up thoughts or preconceived 
notions are in their head are going to be en-
forced. This is someone who has power, who has 
a gun, who can hurt me. I don’t know if they’re 
going to accept my dissertation on gender.”

Sheth noted that the CPD’s directives for in-
teractions with transgender, intersex and gender 
nonconforming individuals “completely ignores 
the reality of the non-binary community and the 
fact that the nonbinary community is the major-
ity.”

When a transgender or gender nonconforming 
individual is incarcerated, they can often find 
themselves placed in the mental and physical tor-
ture of solitary confinement or in a facility which 
does not match their gender identity.

One Black transgender woman Eisha Love was 
held in a men’s maximum-security division of the 
Cook County Jail for almost four years without 
a trial.

“In Chicago, there are more facilities for men 
than for women,” Hernandez noted. “We lack the 
data right now to understand where [trans] peo-
ple fall through the cracks.”

“The girl that I went to jail with, they took her 
wig, her bra, her underwear and her shirt which 
they said was showing too much,” Wade recalled. 

“She was stripped of who she was and she had to 
find that person again after.”

“We have to acknowledge that the way the 
policy exists right now, it simply does not pro-
tect trans people,” Sheth said. “There should be 
no reason why trans people should be segregated 
but that’s what has been happening. It is put-
ting trans people at risk. The cycle of abuse and 
violence continues and is a problem that needs 

to be fixed.”
Wade perfectly summed up the reality with 

which people of color and in particular transgen-
der and gender nonconforming people of color 
must live when interacting with law enforcement.

“It’s just the realization that you’re not hu-
man,” Wade said. 

For more information about FDLA, visit First-
defense.org.

From left: laSaia wade, Samoane williams, Maria hernandez, Phade wayze and Tanvi Sheth.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

Panel examines
trans, GNC individuals
of color and the police

Donations for Vernita
Gray fund sought 

People are being asked to donate to the Ver-
nita Gray LGBT Youth Fund, which makes yearly 
grants to grassroots non-profit organizations 
that provide services to youth.

Those who donate will receive a “Marching 
with Vernita” button, complete with a photo of 
the late activist.

Gray, a lesbian activist who was a native 
Chicagoan, died in 2014 at age 65. Gray and 
wife Pat Ewert were the first same-sex couple 
married legally in Illinois—on Nov. 27, 2013—
after winning a court victory because of Gray’s 

critical health situation. That paved the way 
for additional court rulings that hastened mar-
riage in Illinois ahead of the original June 1, 
2014, implementation of full marriage equality 
in the state.

Among other accomplishments, Gray worked 
in the Cook County state’s attorney’s office for 
18 years, including in the position of victim/
witness assistant, where she helped LGBT crime 
survivors, and as an outreach worker on LGBT 
issues.

See http://crossroadsfund.org/vernitagray.

Brookfield Zoo’s
PRIDE Day June 21

On Wed., June 21, the Chicago Zoological 
Society, which manages Brookfield Zoo, will 
display rainbow flags and hold its third annual 
PRIDE Day at the zoo.

Families will be able to connect with wildlife 
and nature through exhibits and attractions 
like Hamill Family Wild Encounters, Butter-
flies!, Great Bear Wilderness and its summer-
long Dinos & Dragons exhibit.

This event is hosted by the Society’s Arcoiris 
group, which is committed to organizational 
excellence achieved through recognizing the 
importance of diversity.

General admission to Brookfield Zoo is $19.85 
for adults; $14.50 for children 3-11; and se-
niors 65 and older. Children 2 and younger are 
admitted free. Parking is $12.

For further information, call 708-688-8667.
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By MATT SiMONeTTe

Price Waterhouse Cooper (PWC) and Center on 
Halsted, on June 15, presented a panel on LGBT 
politics in the workplace.

Panelists included Kim Fountain, the Center’s 
chief operating officer; Mike Ziri, Equality Illinois’ 
public policy director; Alexis Paige, a legal as-
sistant at Lambda Legal; and Shannon Schuyler, 
chief purpose officer for PWC.

Fountain opened by noting that, for LGBT indi-
viduals on the job, “For us to just talk about what 
we do everyday is a political act.”

LGBT persons can be in a precarious position 
in the workplace, she explained. Just speaking 
about their partners, families or weekend plans 
might sometimes be construed by co-workers as 
injecting “politics” there.

Schuyler said that employees must not shy 
away from reporting perceived inequities, and 
that employers must not shy away from ad-
dressing them. She also reported on a daylong 
company-wide PWC initiative on diversity. Having 
the event take place on the same day reminded 
employees in smaller towns that diversity-related 

rights and responsibilities applied to them as 
well, not just employees in larger cities.

“Higher-ups need to generate the conversa-
tion,” Schuyler said.

Fountain added that diversity trainings should 
not just be “one-offs.” Employers and trainers 
need to carefully consider how the trainings’ 
materials can be integrated into the business’ 
culture and whether data can be generated to 
measure their success.

“We’re asking them to see the shift in their cul-
ture,” she said.

All the panelists agreed that organizations 
need to be proactive, and not wait for an em-
ployee complaint or a specific event that must 
be addressed—such as the Pulse shooting or 
Indiana’s “religious freedom” bill—in determin-
ing positions and policies. Furthermore, employ-
ers need to reach out to employees while those 
policies are being determined, not after they are 
published.

“We have to move beyond just being reaction-
ary,” said Paige. “You have to not wait for it to be 
a problem and have someone think, ‘This could 
be a problem,’ instead.”

Schuyler further acknowledged that, at a time 
when social media drives so much public dis-
course, not saying anything can be just as prob-
lematic as having the ‘wrong’ stance on an issue. 
“Silence has so much meaning attached to it,” 
she added, noting that commentators will move 
to fill in that silence with their own perceptions 
about the company.

The panelists were asked what to do if clients 
did not share a company’s views on diversity or 
inclusivity. Schuyler said she suspected that cli-
ents would be reluctant to come forward with 
such views in most cases, but added that compa-
nies must be prepared to lose those clients. She 
further emphasized that companies can publicly 
say that their actions on diversity and inclusivity 
will have a positive impact on their bottom line.

Indeed, Ziri cited circumstances in Indiana and 
North Carolina, where companies have come out 
against anti-LGBT discrimination and delivered 
an impact.

“The business community in the last sever-
al years has proven to be a powerful voice for 
change for LGBTQ Americans,” he said.

The panel was one of June’s Citywide Pride 
events and planned in part by Out & Equal Chi-
cagoland.

June 21, 201716 WINDY CITY TIMES

From left: Mike ziri, Alexis Paige and Shannon Schuyler.
Photo by Matt simonette

Panel talks LGBT
politics and
the workplace

‘Lives: Visible’ film
June 23, 28 at Siskel

Lives:Visible—the new film by Chicagoan 
Michelle Citron that looks at the working-
class butch/fem world of pre-Stonewall Chi-
cago, and the film-based snapshot that re-
corded everyday 20th-century life—will run 
at the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State 
St., on Friday, June 23, 8 p.m. and Wed., 
June 28, 8:15 p.m. 

Citron will be at both screenings.
The filmmaker, whose 1984 meta-docu-

mentary Daughter Rite is a classic of femi-
nist cinema, centers her latest film on a 
box of more than 2,000 snapshots that had 
belonged to Norma and Virginia, a lesbian 
couple who lived together for nearly 50 years 
in Chicago’s East Rogers Park.

The film will be followed by Leftovers 
(2014, Michelle Citron, USA, 23 min.), de-
scribed by Citron as an experimental docu-
mentary.

See http://genesiskelfilmcenter.pfestore.
com/capacity/events/1b285c6e-4267-48b7-
8ee9-da3fe34eaed0.aspx.

FULL ACRE ESTATE IN OAK PARK 
417 North Kenilworth Avenue

Six Bedrooms, Four and Two Half Baths, Mature Landscaping and Coach House
Offered at $2,250,000

MICHAEL KENNELLY
312-310-9855 
Michael.Kennelly@cbexchange.com
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HOT ALBANY PARK
4930 North Hamlin Avenue

Four Bedrooms, Two and One Half Baths 
Offered at $524,900 iloilo

CUSTOM 
FRAMING

1478 W. Berwyn,
Andersonville

Proud to be 
part of the 
community 
since 1991
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Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain.

Be prepared. 
Your lung cancer can 
spread to your brain.
Rose, age 59, TexasRose, age 59, Texas

Smoking caused Rose’s lung cancer. She had

to move from the small town she loved to get

the treatment she needed, including chemo,  

radiation and having part of her lung removed.  

Recently, her cancer spread to her brain.  

You can quit.  

CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

#CDCTips

1.577 pt

http://www.cdc.gov/tips
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By NiNA MATTi

M Barclay was commissioned June 4 as the first-
ever nonbinary transgender deacon in the United 
Methodist Church.

Religion hasn’t always been a big part of Bar-
clay’s life, though. When they were young, they 
wanted nothing to do with religion. “I though it 
was just another means of inflicting these rules 
that we were supposed to follow,” they said. But 
in their teens, all that changed when they real-
ized that spirituality was more than that. “I real-
ized that it was an invitation to live in a deeper 
way,” they said. 

Since then, religion has played an invaluable 
role in their life. “Faith calls me to be who I am,” 
they said. 

Assigned female at birth, Barclay came out as 
a lesbian while enrolled in the Austin Presbyte-
rian Theological Seminary in Texas. At that point, 
“Faith was used against me,” they said. “I was 
told queerness was a sin.”

As they continued to explore their faith, with 
a particularly strong interest in queer theology, 
they decided to make the move from Texas to Chi-
cago. There they took a job at Reconciling Minis-
tries Network, a group that works to create LGBTQ 
inclusion within the Methodist Church and create 
a network of Christian advocates. 

While there, they came out as nonbinary trans-
gender. Barclay said they expected their identity 
to prevent them from even being considered for 
deaconship and are “astounded” that they com-
missioned. After the customary two-year waiting 
period, Barclay will be officially ordained in 2019. 

“As a trans person, I needed to see someone 
who shared my identity in this role,” they said. 
“That’s why I stayed with this. I needed to see 
someone like me, and I never did.” Now they can 
be that transgender role model for others. 

Their appointment has brought out “the best 
and the worst” reactions from others, Barclay 
said. And while they said that on the whole they 
have seen the church “moving toward full inclu-
sion,” there is still so much work to be done. 

“This is not a small thing, and I want to fully 
celebrate,” they said,” but we can’t take our eyes 
off of those that are most vulnerable. There are 
still queer youth that are afraid to be who they 
really are.” 

UMC installs first-ever
non-binary trans deacon

Art expo announces
DuSable tie-in

Expo Chicago, The International Exposition 
of Contemporary & Modern Art—with the Pal-
ais de Tokyo in Paris, the Institut francais and 
The DuSable Museum of African American His-
tory, in partnership with Cultural Services of 
the French Embassy in the United States—an-
nounced The Roundhouse at the DuSable Mu-
seum as the official location for a large-scale, 
off-site exhibition project and official program 
to open in Chicago as the kick-off for the sixth 
edition of the expo, which will take place Sept. 
13-17.

The first U.S. satellite exhibition of Palais de 
Tokyo, as part of its broader worldwide Hors 
les Murs initiative, will open during Expo Art 
Week on Sept. 12 and run concurrently during 
the 2017 Chicago Architecture Biennial (Sept. 
16-Dec. 31) through Oct. 29.

The exhibition will explore the experience of 

a space and its transformation into an artistic 
gesture that conducts the viewer’s experience.

See ExpoChicago.com.

Kathy Bates to
headline Oct. 2 event 

Kathy Bates, an Academy Award-winning 
actress (Misery) and two-time cancer survivor, 
will headline the 2017 Fall Benefit Luncheon 
hosted by the Lynn Sage Cancer Research Foun-
dation (LSCRF).

The event will be Monday, Oct. 2, at the Hil-
ton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan Ave., at 11 a.m.

To purchase tickets or for sponsorship infor-
mation, visit LynnSage.org/event/fall-benefit-
luncheon. Proceeds will support innovative 
contributions to breast-cancer research, fel-
lowships and educational programs at North-
western Medicine and the Robert H. Lurie 
Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern 
University.

United Methodist church’s the Rev. M Barclay.
Photo courtesy of barclay

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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By eMAGiN TANASchUK

Friends of the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame showed 
their appreciation to the community June 16 by 

hosting the 24th annual Pride and Joy Reception 
at the Center on Halsted.

The event is held every year as a way to bring 
Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame inductees together 

and serve as a network so that locals can meet 
the people who work to create a warm Pride com-
munity.

Attendees were offered light hors d’oeuvres, 
drinks and plenty of time to mingle. Later there 
were three vibrant performances of Steamworks: 
The Musical and other surprises. Steamworks: The 
Musical depicts the story of a young gay man 
looking for love in Chicago who stumbles upon 
the Boystown bathhouse Steamworks, leading 
him to further explore his sexuality. The perfor-

mance—including several dance segments and 
live vocals—was met by roaring applause. 

Other performances included a lip-sync perfor-
mance by drag king Dimples and a five-minute 
musical interpretation of the Wizard of Oz by 
Molly Brennan. 

Gary Chichester, chair of the Hall of Fame, not-
ed that it was important to him that there was 
a performance for every type of member of the 
LGBT community.

Hall of Fame hosts annual 
‘Pride and Joy’ reception

left: hall of Fame board 
(from left): Marcia hill, 
Kathy caldwell, Owen 
Keehnen, Jack hazan, 
israel wright, Garrett 
white, Gary chichester 
and Darrick Johnson.
Photo courtesy of owen 
Keehnen
Right: Molly Brennan 
performing.
Photo by Emagin 
Tanaschuk
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By MATT SiMONeTTe

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-9) and Ald. Ariel 
Reboyras (30th), on June 19, were among those 
who joined Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) 
for a ribbon-cutting of its new location at 5755 
North Broadway.

The organization was for several years housed 
at the Edgewater location, so the event marked 
a homecoming of sorts. TPAN Board Chair Jeff 
Kendall said, “It’s our old home, but it’s our new 
home as well.”

TPAN CEO Patti Capouch noted that the event 
marked 30 years to the day when a group of Chi-
cagoans gathered together and decided to do 
something about individuals in need of HIV/AIDS 
services and care.

“We remain as committed to our clients today 
as they were 30 years ago,” Capuoch said.

The new location will be run in conjunction 
with Howard Brown Health, which over the past 
few years has gained a presence in several new 
locations throughout the city. CEO and President 
David Munar said that, in healthcare, “Nothing 
happens without an empowered patient.”      

One component for the location that is new for 
TPAN is a drop-in center for youth, which was 
named the “Tea Room.” Over 55 percent of youth 
that TPAN serves is either experiencing home-
lessness or unstably housed, according to HOT-
TER (Healthy Outcomes Through Treatment, Em-
powerment & Recovery) Program Manager Ashley 
Martell. Kendall noted that 30 percent of TPAN’s 
clientele overall was experiencing homelessness 
or unstably housed.

 Schakowsky, whose district offices and po-
litical offices flank either side of TPAN’s, spoke 
about the looming showdown over whether the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) would be repealed. Nul-
lifying the Medicaid expansion—which has made 
much of Howard Brown Health’s recent growth 

possible—would have serious implications for 
the LGBT community and persons with HIV/AIDS, 
among many other Americans.

“It’s going to be devastating,” Schakowsky 
said of the possible repeal. “But if they go ahead 
with this, it’s going to be devastating to them 
politically. … When only 17 percent of Ameri-
cans think it’s a good idea, it’s the same as say-
ing that, unanimously, nobody thinks it’s a good 
idea.

Munar asked, “Without insurance coverage, 
how can people maintain their drugs? … It will 
affect low-income people the most.”

He noted that, with interventions such as PrEP 
and PEP that are able to curtail new infections, 
and regimens that can reduce viral loads to unde-
tectable levels, “It’s an exciting time. We will be 
slowed down if the Senate proceeds.”

Michael Payne, who has been a longtime TPAN 
client, also spoke at the event, as did physician 
Robert Garofalo, who made an appeal on behalf 
of the organization.

“As the epidemic has evolved, so has TPAN,” 
said Garofalo.
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LondonHouse Chicago offers couples one of the 

city’s most unforgettable wedding venues.

Offering an array of incomparable options, 

including our iconic rooftop and cupola, the 

stunning Juliette Grand Ballroom along with our 

incredible views of the Chicago River and the city 

skyline, the city’s newest event space provides a 

show-stopping location for your special day.

Y O U R  P E R F E C T  D A Y

®

8 5  E A S T  WA C K E R  D R I V E  AT  N O R T H  M I C H I G A N  AV E N U E

3 1 2  3 5 7  1 2 0 0   |   L O N D O N H O U S E C H I C A G O . C O M

TPAN returns to Edgewater location

Organization officials and politicians cut the 
red ribbon at TPAN headquarters.
Photo by Matt simonette

http://www.londonhousechicago.com
http://www.bookcellarinc.com


By MATT SiMONeTTe

Six members of the Presidential Advisory Council 
on HIV/AIDS (PACHA), on June 13, resigned from 
their posts, citing President Donald Trump’s sup-
posed indifference to the issue as their reason.

Among those council members was Scott 
Schoettes, who is counsel and HIV project direc-
tor for Lambda Legal. Based in the organization’s 
Chicago office, Schoettes litigated a number of 
high-profile HIV/AIDS-related cases on Lambda’s 
behalf.

Schoettes published an editorial in Newsweek, 
on June 16, where he stated that he and his 
colleagues left the council because “The Trump 
Administration has no strategy to address the on-
going HIV/AIDS epidemic, seeks zero input from 
experts to formulate HIV policy, and—most con-
cerning—pushes legislation that will harm peo-
ple living with HIV and halt or reverse important 
gains made in the fight against this disease.”

He also noted that Trump did not meet with 
HIV/AIDS advocates during his campaign, and 
that his administration dismantled the Office of 
National AIDS Policy website without replacing 
it. Furthermore, Trump has not named anyone to 
lead the Office of National AIDS Policy.

Other council members who resigned included 
Lucy Bradley-Springer, Gina Brown, Ulysses W. 
Burley III, Michelle Ogle, and Grissel Granados.

Newsweek’s article is at http://bit.ly/2twIS8i.

HIV/AIDS council
members resign
after Trump inaction
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MB Financial holds Pride event
On June 8, the sixth annual MB Financial Pride reception took place—this time at Boystown 

restaurant Lark.
The MB LGBTQ Business Resource Group hosted the event.
Guests included customers, prospective clients and MB employees. More than 100 people were 

present, making it the most highly attended MB Financial Pride reception ever. In addition, MB 
executive management was well represented.

Also, in another celebration of Pride, the MB Trolley will be at the Chicago Pride Parade.

From left: MB ceO and President Mark hoppe, lark owner Mark liberson and MB Financial’s 
Bernard Bartilad.
Photo courtesy of bartiladScott Schoettes.

Photo courtesy of Lambda Legal
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By cARRie MAxwell

Ken Schneck’s world changed forever in 2010, 
when he decided to go on a NGO (non-govern-
mental organization) volunteer trip to Uganda. 
Before that trip, Schneck’s experience with ad-
venture consisted of Club Meds during his child-
hood and, as an adult, Manhattan below 16th 
Street.

After Uganda, Schneck decided he had to go on 
other adventures and has turned those trips into 
a new book, Seriously...What Am I Doing Here? 
The Adventures of a Wondering and Wandering 
Gay Jew. The book was released May 23.

“When I first started writing the book, it was 
just me scribing my thoughts each night in my 
journal in Uganda,” said Schneck. “I needed a 
friend to chat with to make sense of the enor-
mity of being in Africa and my pen and paper 
became that friend. About halfway through that 
journey, something clicked in my head that other 
people would enjoy reading about my adventures 
so my writing shifted a little bit. Every word of 
my hand-written journals is in the book; there 
were just a few parts where I had to add a few 
sentences of context or use grammar that eluded 
me by candlelight.

Since that first trip to Uganda, Schneck has 
stressed the importance of saying yes to adven-
tures so that one can expand their worldview. He 
also cautions that the key is to not push yourself 
too hard otherwise learning or growth will not 
happen as panic will set in.  

“There really and truly is a great big world out 
there, and we often forget that because of the 
demands of work, family, finances, dating and 
Netflix,” said Schneck. “I know myself better by 
saying yes to things and pursuing the geographic 
cure.”

Schneck explained that a geographic cure is 
the idea that one can address their issues if they 
change their surroundings and circumstances and 
traveling is one way to make that happen.

“Some call the geographic cure a myth; others 
call it magic,” said Schneck. “I tried to keep an 
open mind as to what it could provide for me 
I was struggling through divorce, career uncer-
tainty and trying to find meaning in life. This 
constant state of searching certainly provided hi-
larity and heartbreak, and the reader gets to bear 
witness to every moment.”

He noted that especially in this political cli-
mate it’s important to get outside oneself be-
cause people are so focused on borders, divisions 

and both geographic and political territories, and 
in the process shutting oneself off to different 
experiences.

Schneck spent his New Jersey childhood at 
diners, malls, movies and trips to Manhattan 
to see Broadway shows. He received his BA in 
literature and MA in administration, leadership 
and technology from New York University and got 
his Ph.D. in educational leadership from Fordham 
University.

He is currently an associate professor at Bald-
win Wallace University in Berea, Ohio, where he 
teaches classes on race.

“I direct a leadership in higher education mas-
ters program and teach half the courses in the 
curriculum, all of which are focused on how we 
can all use our voices in our own unique ways 
to support the development of college students,” 
said Schneck.

Schneck also hosts a radio show/podcast called 
This Show is So Gay, and has recorded 400 epi-
sodes. His show is listened to by approximately 
35,000 people.

The genesis of the show began at the Brattle-
boro, VT Independence Day parade in 2008 when 
someone from the local low-power radio station 
was handing out flyers to fill open time slots. 
Within a few months he was on the air.

“The original idea was to interview notable LG-
BTQ people about national news,” said Schneck. 
“But it quickly became apparent that I was much 
better at speaking to them about how they use 
their voices to make a difference. Pretty soon I 
was speaking with heroes of mine I never in my 
life would have dreamed of talking to.”

Schneck said interviewing the Indigo Girls was 
a fantasy come true. He noted that he was almost 
brought to tears when he spoke to Judy Shepard 
because she was a mother figure to him since he 
was born the same year as her late son Matthew. 
He also enjoyed talking to Jim J. Bullock and 
was excited when Bullock wrote a quote for the 
dust jacket.

In addition to teaching, writing and hosting 
his radio show/podcast; Schneck is also a con-
tributing writer at the Huffington Post for the 
Queer Voices, College and Impact sections where 
he’s written pieces on Danny Pintauro, Betsy 
DeVos and HRC’s endorsement of Hillary Clinton 
among many others. Schneck said the highlight 
of his Huffington Post work is the two pieces he 

did about Cleveland Pride because they brought 
a lot of national attention to the importance of 
pride events.

When Schneck isn’t teaching or working on his 
various endeavors, he likes to perform in or watch 
storytelling shows. He’s also a West Wing junkie 
and more broadly an Aaron Sorkin fan. Schneck 
said Sorkin’s writing inspires him to write better 
himself.

“I tried to write a book that is witty without 
being bitchy, intelligent without being academic, 
meaningful without being self-help-y and enter-
taining without being fluff,” said Schneck. “As 
someone who has read a flipping ton of LGBTQ-
related books over the years, I know that there 
is a dearth of quality content out there in the 
world.

“My book will make you laugh, groan, escape 
and possibly cry. I’m inviting all of you along in 
my journey, giving you full access along each ri-
diculous step and misstep. And you’re going to 
get something out of it.”

See KenSchneck.com for more information.

Ken Schneck.
Photo by Laura wimbels

Ken Schneck on his
travelogue, radio show
and teaching career

Or Chadash Pride
reception June 23 

Or Chadash, Temple Sholom’s LGBT affiliate 
member group, will hold its Pride reception 
Friday, June 23, at the temple, 3480 N. Lake 
Shore Dr.

The Pride award reception will take place at 
5-6:15 p.m.; the Pride Shabbat service will be 
6:15-7:15 p.m.; and Oneg will be 7:30-9 p.m.

See SholomChicago.org.

Center’s Pride
kickoff June 23 

The Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., 
will hold its Pride kickoff on Friday, June 23, 
5:30-9 p.m.

The event will feature RuPaul’s Drag Race 
alum CoCo Montrese. DJ Billy Brown and DJ 
Gemini Jones will also provide entertainment.

The admission of $20 includes one drink and 
food; visit Community.CenterOnHalsted.org/
PrideKickoff.

HRC releases
buying guide

To help direct consumers to companies that 
value LGBTQ inclusion in their workplaces, the 
Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Foundation has 
released its annual Buying for Workplace Equal-
ity guide.

The guide, which the foundation first issued 
a more than a decade ago, provides consumer 
information based on company scores reported 
in the HRC’s Corporate Equality Index (CEI), as 
well as HRC-researched data on additional well-
known companies and their brands.

Companies receive color-based scores: green 
(80-100), yellow (46-79) and red (0-45). Green 
businesses have the highest workplace-equality 
scores. Just a few of the companies receiving 
perfect scores are Airbnb, Starbucks, Mitchell 

Gold + Bob Williams, Nordstrom, Hasbro, Hyun-
dai, Prudential, Bank of America, Hershey, Wil-
liams-Sonoma, Macy’s and Nike. On the other 
end of the spectrum are businesses like Giorgio 
Armani, Neiman Marcus, Krispy Kreme, Weight 
Watchers, Harley-Davidson and The Trump Or-
ganization.

“Buying for Workplace Equality” is at HRC.
org/apps/BuyersGuide.

Report shows spike
in bullying

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Founda-
tion released the results of a post-election sur-
vey of more than 50,000 young people aged 
13-18 that revealed the fallout the November 
presidential election has had on youth across 
the United States.

The online survey, believed to be the largest 
ever of its kind, found that 70 percent of re-
spondents have witnessed bullying, hate mes-
sages or harassment since the election, with 
racial discrimination the most common motive 
cited.

In addition, more than a quarter of LGBTQ 
youth said they have been personally bullied or 
harassed since Election Day—compared to 14 
percent of non-LGBTQ youth—with transgender 
young people most frequently targeted.

Visit http://www.hrc.org/blog/new-survey-
of-50000-young-people-reveals-troubling-
post-election-spike-in-b.

Caucus open house
June 22 at Affinity 

The Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus will hold 
an open house Thursday, June 22, 6-9 p.m., at 
Affinity, 2850 S. Wabash Ave.

According to an email, the “community at 
large to express our role in ‘Black Gay Chicago’ 
and introduce you to the roles you can play.”

For more information, visit “Open House 
2017” on Facebook.@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1
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By SARAh TOce

Director of Economic Policy John Hassey’s spe-
cific focus with the non-partisan organization 
Rise is to achieve market efficiency in sectors 
that are not functioning normally, which include 
health care, tech disruptions and low-skill labor 
outsourcing to foreign markets. Rise is different 
than a think tank or political action committee 
because the organization’s policy initiatives are 
just that—initiatives.

“Rather than doing research to push legisla-
tion, or push politicians to do something—we’re 
actually just planning on doing what we can,” 
he said. “We’re conducting research and initiating 
pilot projects to start doing what we can to start 
solving some of the problems Americans are fac-
ing that really are not being solved through our 
political system.”

Hassey said, “Rise as an umbrella organization 
does aim to be politically involved. However, the 
organization’s policy platform, our whole vision 
of policy, is really, ‘What can we do?’ instead of 
advising Congress to do something they may or 
may not bicker about doing.”

His message to Americans is clear: “If you are 
sick of how politics is dysfunctioning, then Rise 
is the organization for you to get involved in.” 

At this time, Rise’s central focus is job dis-
placement/job loss due to “upcoming tech dis-
ruption and continued foreign outsourcing,” he 
said. “We’re in the research and testing phase to 
see what we can do to aid with job transitions for 
people who are losing them.”

Hassey asked advocates to be aware of Rise as 
the first step in community engagement.

“Our biggest initiative right now, the one that 
we’ve made the most progress on, is a jobs ini-
tiative involving transitioning those workers 
who are displaced by tech disruptions or foreign 
outsourcing into [what I term right now] low-
wage health worker jobs,” he said. “That is a re-
ally broad category of jobs. We’re talking about a 
whole swath of health care industry workers who 
don’t need an advanced degree. Right now that 
job market isn’t functioning normally. The rea-
son why it’s not functioning normally is because 
the majority of workers in that field are somehow 
reimbursed indirectly via government through 
Medicare and Medicaid. Because the government 
is saying, ‘We’re only willing to pay so much for 
these sorts of workers,’ the natural demand that 
is occurring in this field isn’t being met by an 
increased wage.”

Hassey explained further, “If accountants were 
in short supply, the people who pay for accoun-
tants—their customers, people who need their 
taxes done, people who can afford to have their 
taxes done—would literally have to pay higher 
prices. They would have to pay higher wages to 

those accountants to do their work. Those higher 
wages would then draw more people to the field 
of accounting. The market for accountants would 
reach some sort of equilibrium. That’s not occur-
ring in much of health care right now.”

Striking a balance in his own life is a feat Has-
sey has worked on for many years. The out gay 
man living in Wisconsin served as Senior Minis-
ter at Iglesia y Escuela Luterana El Buen Pastor 
from July 2002-August 2006. During this time, 
he supported the church, parochial school and 
families through crises, while also engaging with 
the community through ESL programs and food 
pantry support. Hassey then moved on to the 
McDermott Center where he took a management 
lead with staff and interns from November 2006-
May 2012.

Mediating to discover what is working and 
what isn’t functioning as it should is a gift Has-
sey possesses with grace and stamina. During his 
nearly five years as a divorce and family mediator 
at his own company John Hassey Resolution on 
Clark Street in Andersonville, he helped couples 
on the journey through divorce and dissolution. 

“All I’ve ever wanted to do was help people,” 
he said. “I have spent 14 years in my professional 

life working in non-profits and that trajectory has 
been always toward more specific and, typically, 
more financial and economic help. That’s really 
what inspires me. How can we aim toward a com-
mon good? How can we help vulnerable people 
in a way that is economically sound, sustainable 
and reproducible…that works within a fair and 
fairly regulated capital system? How can we be 
good to each other? That’s what motivates me.”

Hassey relocated to the Washington, D.C. met-
ro area at the end of 2013 to support the commu-
nications and reporting of Australia, New Zealand 
and Pacific Islands Affairs; East Asia Pacific Bu-
reau. This included reporting economic data and 
U.S. government aid to the Pacific Region, writ-
ing/editing testimony for ambassador-nominees 
for Senate confirmation hearings, writing/editing 
messages for the President and Secretary of State, 
and arranging details for diplomatic meetings.

When asked how Rise would potentially prepare 
for a Donald J. Trump presidency, Hassey was in-
trospective.

“The way we’re trying to prepare is to become 
better listeners and communicators,” he said. 
“We’re attempting to listen to those common 
needs and common values that most Americans 
share. Most Americans want vulnerable people—
like the disabled and the elderly, or disabled 
vets—to be taken care of, and well for that mat-
ter. That’s not a partisan issue, although many of 

the details get wrapped up in partisan debate. 
What Rise is attempting to do is to be an ear to 
the American public to help the American public 
to find exactly what those shared core values are 
and then actually just start doing things to ac-
complish them.”

Initiating action is Rise’s method to “stave off 
potential disaster, deadlock or immobility on is-
sues that are wrapped up in partisan debate.”

The consonant communicator, Hassey said he 
wants Americans to pay attention. 

“When the upcoming administration is making 
a lot of promises, here’s a group of people actu-
ally doing something—and they’re not doing it 
by legislation.”

Accomplishing the organization’s goals through 
direct action cuts out the gridlock so often pres-
ent in Washington, D.C.

“The beauty of it is that people often conceive 
of economic policy having to come via legislation 
or politics, and the way we’re going about ap-
proaching this particular jobs issue is absolutely 
independent of legislation and government,” he 
shared. “Our hopes is to really start making these 
accomplishments above the fray—outside of po-
litical discourse. To really be a megaphone and 
a vehicle for people to unite under the common 
good.”

learn more about John hassey and his work 
with Rise at RiseParty.org.

John hassey.
Photo from Hassey

John Hassey rises
up for the role
of a lifetime

Social worker to be
honored as leader

Sarah Buino is being honored as the 2017 
Emerging Leader awardee by the National As-
sociation of Social Workers, Illinois Chapter 
(NASW-IL). 

She is one of three social workers being hon-
ored by this chapter.

Buino (MSW, Loyola University Chicago; 
LCSW; CADC; CDWF) is founder of Head/Heart 
Therapy, Inc. She is a licensed clinical social 
worker, certified addictions counselor, Certi-
fied Daring Way facilitator and adjunct faculty 
member at Loyola University.

Her latest endeavor in clinical social work 
leadership is a project she has been collaborat-
ing on with Robert Hilliker, LCSW, of Houston. 
Together, they will be opening a new location 
of The Lovett Center in Chicago.

An award ceremony will be held later this fall 
to honor this year’s statewide winners.

Howard Brown 
expands program 
for assault survivors

Howard Brown Health has launched a sexual-
harm response project called in.power* to bet-
ter assist survivors of sexual assault in gaining 
access to needed medical, behavioral health, 
legal, and support services.  

The program is designed to serve all people 
who experience sexual harm,  including LGBTQ 
people.

It is believed to be the first LGBTQ-specific 
sexual-assault support program of its kind, and 

the only resource in Illinois designed specifi-
cally for sexual and gender minorities.

Through in.power*, patients are eligible to 
receive free STI testing and treatment along 
with supportive services including case man-
agement, support groups, acupuncture, legal 
support, linkage to community resources and 
survivor support.

Additionally, in.power* seeks to bring about 
community-level change by working to amend 
laws that discourage LGBTQ survivors from 
seeking care; through partnerships with es-
tablished community stakeholders, in.power* 
implements professional trainings to improve 
system responses to LGBTQ survivors. Also, 
in.power* offers bystander trainings to staff at 
bars, restaurants and universities in order to 
educate community members on how to pro-
actively and reactively respond to sexual vio-
lence.

For more information, email in.power@how-
ardbrown.org.

ALMA/PRAA Pride
event June 23 

The Assciation of Latino/as Motivating Ac-
tion (ALMA) and the Puerto Rican Arts Alliance 
(PRAA) will host a Pride event at PRAA, 3000 
N. Elbridge Ave., on Friday, June 23, 6-9:30 
p.m.

Attendees will take a few moments to honor 
those who lost their lives in the Pulse night-
club tragedy in 2016.

Chef Roberto Castillo will be preparing Puer-
to Rican dishes. Libations and entertainment 
will also be provided.

See ALMAChicago.org and PRAAChicago.org.
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Health experts call
for better 
management
during drug shortage

The Fenway Institute of Fenway Health, Callen-
Lorde Community Health Center and Treatment 
Action Group (TAG) released a policy brief docu-
menting the public health emergency created by 
a shortage of injectable estrogen, and calling on 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 
be more proactive in resolving the crisis.

The 10-page report, “Resolving the Current In-
jectable Estrogen Shortage: A Public Health Im-
perative,” includes a section on hormone therapy 
and transgender health. In part, it states, “Hor-
mone therapy to affirm gender identity is a medi-
cally necessary intervention for many transgender 
individuals.”

“Hormone therapy is life-saving for many trans-
gender individuals and the current shortage of in-
jectable estrogen violates transgender individu-
als’ right to comprehensive medical treatment,” 
said Sophia Geffen, one of the authors of the 
report, in a statement. “The shortage of medicine 
is a public health crisis, as patients are forced to 
alter their regimen or may turn to Black market 
sources of injectable estrogen, which is often di-
luted with other potentially harmful ingredients.”

The reasons for the intermittent availability 
of injectable estrogen are unclear. Health ex-
perts are urging the FDA to take a more active 
stance. “The FDA needs to be more transparent 

and should not simply offer vague information 
regarding drug shortages,” said Tim Horn, deputy 
executive director of HIV and HCV programs at 
Treatment Action Group, in the statement.

The brief is at http://fenwayhealth.org/wp-
content/uploads/Resolving-the-current-inject-
able-estrogen-shortage-A-public-health-impera-
tive.pdf.

Johnson among 
Gilead recipients

Gilead Sciences, Inc. announced the recipients 
of its HIV cure grants program—a fund totaling 
more than $22 million that will support 12 new 
HIV cure research projects.

Among those receiving grants is CURE HIV, a 
community-academic partnership among AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago (AFC), Ann & Robert H. 
Lurie Children’s Hospital and Northwestern Uni-
versity. Amy Johnson is the point person, and is 
currently at AFC and Northwestern.

A few of the other institutions that are Gilead 
recipients include the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine; University of Zurich, Insti-
tute of Medical Virology; Case Western Reserve 
University School of Medicine; and Project In-
form.

‘Two Queens’ preview
at Reunion June 27 

On Tuesday, June 27, Open TV-beta will host 
the first public preview of the second season of  

Two Queens in a Kitchen (#2QIK), a cooking show 
featuring Chicago’s queens and queers discussing 
family, home, politics, culture and art while mak-
ing healthful snacks.

The event will take place at Reunion Chicago, 

2557 W. North Ave., 7-10 p.m.
RSVP at http://www.reunionchicago.com/cal-

endar/2017/6/27/two-queens-in-a-kitchen-pre-
view-potluck; for more info, visit https://www.
facebook.com/events/304113980046392.

Youth Outlook to honor Garofalo
Youth Outlook has announced that Dr. Robert Garafalo—division head of Adolescent Medicine and 

director of the Gender & Sex Development Program at Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago—will be 
honored with the Lorrie Lane Brenneman Lifetime Achievement Award at the agency’s gala, “Dare to 
Dream,” on Saturday, Oct. 21.

In an unprecedented move, 
the Leadership Committee of 
the Youth Outlook Board of 
Directors also selected the 
Gender & Sex Development 
Program at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago as the an-
nual honoree as Community 
Business Partner at the same 
time.

Youth Outlook celebrates, 
empowers, advocates for and 
provides services to meet the 
ever-evolving needs of LG-
BTQ+ youth and their families, 
friends and communities. See 
Youth-Outlook.org.

Dr. Rob Garofalo.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel 
Hammond

http://www.sdflaw.com
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The 2nd Annual Pier Pride is set to return to 
Navy Pier on Saturday, June 24, with a full day of 
Pride activities along the lakefront.

As part of the celebration, Navy Pier will wel-
come back The NAMES Project’s AIDS Memorial 
Quilt. The internationally renowned quilt, featur-
ing Chicago-centric panels, will once again be on 
display for public viewing from Saturday, June 

17 through Sunday, June 25, in the lower-level 
corridor below Festival Hall, near Riva Crabhouse. 

As a special addition to this year’s showcase, 
nearly 50 original and powerful photographs from 
the inaugural 1988 Quilt exhibit at Navy Pier, 
captured by photographer Lisa Howe-Ebright, will 
also be on display for public viewing.

On June 24, Pier Pride will officially kick off at 
noon with “The Big Gay Get-In-Shape,” a 20-min-
ute fitness class at the base of the Wave Wall 
staircase.

Following the fitness class, children and fami-
lies are invited to gather at the Wave Wall for 
“Story Time with Drag Queens,” presented by 
Muffy Fishbasket.

Local drag queen “Charlene Unger from Berwyn, 

Illinois” will emcee the day’s program and per-
form several musical numbers alongside the Un-
gertones. The Lakeside Pride Marching Band will 
also be on hand for a live performance and grand 
parade down the South Dock, while Young Chica-
go Authors’ Louder Than a Bomb, the world’s larg-
est youth poetry-slam competition, will conduct 
a Pride-themed poetry reading called “Prouder 
Than a Bomb.”

In the evening, speaker/activist Precious Davis 
will host “Chicago’s Big Fat Gay Wedding,” the 
largest same-sex wedding in the city, as she of-
ficiates a series of marriage ceremonies for LGBT 
couples along the South Dock.

Live entertainment will continue throughout 
the evening at the Miller Lite Beer Garden with 

a full lineup of local talent, including DJs Ron 
Geronimo and remixer/composer/producer Ral-
phi Rosario. The program in the Miller Lite Beer 
Garden will also feature Chicago stars Taylor 
Bennett, popular hip hop artist and brother of 
Grammy Award winner Chance The Rapper, and 
Big Dipper, “the raunchy big boy bear of rap.”

The festivities will conclude with a special 
dance performance by samba dancer and instruc-
tor Edilson Lima and company, followed by a 
disco-themed firework show as part of Navy Pier’s 
Aon Summer Fireworks.

For more information, visit https://navypi-
er.com/events/list/#entry-10674.

AiDS Memorial Quilt at last year’s Pier Pride.
Photo by Matt simonette

Pier Pride to 
return June 24
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viewPOiNT By
Rev. iReNe MONROe

June is Pride Month for LGBTQ communities 
across the country—and parades abound.

While we all rev up each June for pride so, too, 
do the fault lines of race and class in our larger 
white LGBTQ community.

With advances such as hate-crime laws, legal-
ization of same-sex marriage across the country 
and homophobia being a national concern, the 
LGBTQ movement has come a long way since the 
first pride march in 1969. Many laud the dis-
tance the LGBTQ community has traveled in such 
a short time as a disenfranchised group on the 
fringe of this country’s mainstream to a commu-
nity now embraced.

But not all members of our community have 
crossed the finish line. Some are waving the cau-
tionary finger that within our community not all 
are equal. And pride events can be public displays 
of those disparities.

Cultural acceptance was just one of a few 
things LGBTQs of color did not experience from 
larger pride events. As a predominately white 
event, many revelers who are LGBTQs of color 
experienced social exclusion and invisibility. 
And—after decades of pride events where many 
LGBTQ people of color tried to be included and 
weren’t—Black, Asian and Latino pride events 
were born.

For example, Sunday gospel brunches, Satur-
day-night poetry slams, Friday-evening fashion 
shows, bid whist tournaments, house parties, the 

smells of soul food and Caribbean cuisine, and 
the beautiful display of African art and clothing 
are just a few of the cultural markers that make 
Black Pride distinct from the dominant queer cul-
ture. LGBTQ people of African descent have fo-
cused not only on HIV/AIDS but also unemploy-

ment, housing, gang violence and LGBTQ youth 
homelessness.

Again, this June large communities of LGBTQ 
people of color will be absent from pride. Boston 
Black Pride 2017 took place in February, offer-
ing hip-hop yoga, commemorating Black History 
Month and National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness, 
and the Mix and Mingle Drag Paint Party, to name 
a few.

Sadly, the growing distance between our larger 
white LGBTQ community and LGBTQ communities 
of color is shown by how, for example, a health 
issue like HIV/AIDS—which was once an issue 
for the entire LGBTQ community—is a problem 
mostly for communities of color.

In December 2014, The New York Times front-
page article on HIV/AIDS was both shocking 
and unsparing, stating, “The AIDS epidemic in 
America is rapidly becoming concentrated among 
poor, young Black and Hispanic men who have 
sex with men.”

The news that is too often not reported or stays 
under the radar involves the proactive steps this 
demographic group is taking to stem its spread—
not only among themselves, but the entire com-
munity, too. And one of the reasons for not 
knowing what these men are doing to stem the 
epidemic is because their ways of reaching out 
to their brothers and sisters are both culturally 
creative and unconventional.

For example, in 2015 in Boston, the Hispanic 
Black Gay Coalition’s (HBGC’s) kickoff event was 
the health expo “Our Health Matters, Too!” The 
expo was held at the gymnasium of the Epiphany 
School in Dorchester, and was filled with health 
booths, workshops, exhibits and screenings. 

While it might seem odd that LGBTQ people of 
color would prefer going to a school gym or a 
pride picnic for health check-ups and information 
than to a hospital, the reasons are unfortunately 
rooted in the systemic health are disparities due 
not only to race discrimination, but also to bias 
related to gender identity and sexual orientation 
as well.

Massachusetts is known as queer-friendly and 
for its outstanding hospitals across the country. 
Unlike the revolutionary decade of the 1960s dur-
ing which the air-bred dissent, our LGBTQ agenda 
has moved from our once-urgent state of “Why 
we can’t wait!” to our present lull state of “Where 
do we go from here?”

Where we go from here now, in my opinion, is 
in recognizing the need to network and build co-
alitions beyond one’s immediate communities—
thus, creating an intersectional social justice 
activism throughout our commonwealth to foster 
healthy and wholesome communities.

While pride events are still fraught with divi-
sions, at their core, these events are invitations 
for the community to connect its political activ-
ism with its celebratory acts of song and dance in 
its continued fight for justice. They should high-
light the multicultural aspect of joy and celebra-
tion that symbolizes not only our uniqueness as 
individuals and communities, but also affirms our 
varied expressions of LGBTQ life in this country.

However, as long as LGBTQ communities of 
color continue to be absent each June, people 
should not be proud of Pride Month.

Rev. irene Monroe.
Photo courtesy of Monroe

LGBTQ pride events 
display disparities
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CHICAGO—U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley (IL-05), vice 
chair of the LGBT Equality Caucus, released the 
following statement on LGBT Pride Month, ob-
served during June:

 “I am excited to stand with the LGBTQ commu-
nity to celebrate Pride Month and how far we’ve 
come in the fight for equality, while also recog-
nizing the need to reenergize for the work that 
remains ahead. As a longtime ally, it’s a privilege 
to continue this fight on Capitol Hill, where I rep-
resent my LGBTQ constituents and those across 

the country by pushing for policies that protect 
their rights and opportunities as Americans.

“This past Monday, I was proud to celebrate 
Memorial Day with the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights in dedicating a monument in the 
Fifth District celebrating the brave contributions 
of our servicemembers defending the rights of 
all Americans. Last month, I was pleased to join 
194 of my House colleagues in reintroducing the 
Equality Act, comprehensive civil rights legisla-
tion that will provide nondiscrimination protec-
tions for LGBT people all across this country. Ad-
ditionally, the Transgender Equality Task Force, 
of which I am a founding member, continues 
to educate other Members of Congress on how 
legislation uniquely impacts transgender people. 
Recently, I was elated to celebrate the 7th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Chicago’s ruling that the 

1964 Civil Rights Act also protects LGBT employ-
ees from workplace discrimination, the first time 
a federal appellate court has arrived at that long 
overdue conclusion.

 “All Americans—regardless of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity—deserve to live as their 
authentic selves, free from danger and discrimi-
nation. In the face of cruel and close-minded 
proposals from the Trump administration that 
would undo much of the progress we’ve made, I 
remain committed to advancing efforts that will 
foster understanding and tolerance. This month 
and every month, I will highlight the remarkable 
contributions made by the LGBTQ community and 
stand with them in their fight for true equality.”

U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

U.S. Rep. Quigley releases
Pride Month statement
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Study examines
marriage equality
and the election

A team of researchers from the West Coast, the 
Midwest and the South are studying how stigma 
and discrimination negatively impact LBQ and 
transgender health. 

“There is an urgent need for research on the 
health of lesbian, bisexual, and queer women, 
and transgender identified people,” they stated. 
“Although there has been much research on HIV/
AIDS, LBQ women and transgender people face a 
lot of other issues that are important to health 
and well-being that are woefully understudied. 

“Our research has examined some of the factors 
that impact the health of lesbian, bisexual, and 
queer women, including’s higher rates depres-
sion, alcohol use, discrimination, violence and 
victimization. We have also studied things that 
promote health, such as building social support, 

connection to the LGTBQ+ community, religios-
ity/spirituality, relationships, and positive iden-
tities.”

They are working on a project to try to better 
understand how marriage equality impacts the 
health and well-being of LBQ women and trans-
gender people. “Stress from discrimination and 
stigma have been shown to increase risks for poor 
health, but we still need more research,” they 
stated. “We want to learn whether the legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage and other positive pol-
icy changes make a difference in your health and 
life experiences. Given the possible impact of the 
recent election on the LGBTQ community, we also 
want to know how this is affecting you and what 
your concerns and worries are about the future.”

The study includes an online survey and offers 
the opportunity to volunteer for an interview 
study. See https://sites.google.com/a/sjsu.edu/
marriage-recognition-study/home.

The survey is at https://sjsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_9nqT1cK0V2YCleJ.

http://www.community.centeronhalsted.org/pridekickoff
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| Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
u  Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 

you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to 
treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you 
have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

u   Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

|  What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:
u  Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 

may do blood tests to check your kidneys before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider may tell 
you to stop taking TRUVADA.

u   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic 
acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical 
emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being 
more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, 
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

u  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or 
longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

u   Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

| What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
u  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 

have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
u   If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRUVADA 

can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking TRUVADA 
for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should keep taking 
TRUVADA.

u   If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

u  All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with other medicines. 
Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider and 
pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

u  If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine 
that is used together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting 
HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk 
of getting HIV-1. To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with 
your healthcare provider about your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent 
getting HIV. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items 
that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
| What is the most important information I should know 

about TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
u  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

You must get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. 
Do not take TRUVADA to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

u   Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has 
recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have 
recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
had a flu-like illness within the last month before starting or at any time 
while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include 
tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck 
or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
u  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for 

PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
u  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

• Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. 
• If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 

right away.
u  To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
• Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 

easier for HIV to infect you.
• Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 

having fewer sex partners.
• Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk 

of getting HIV-1 infection.
u   If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 

alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for 
HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become 
harder to treat over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
u   Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved 

to treat HBV. If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to 
your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ ?
The once-daily prescription medicine that can help reduce
the risk of getting HIV-1 when used with safer sex practices.

Have you heard about
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pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

u  If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine 
that is used together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting 
HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk 
of getting HIV-1. To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with 
your healthcare provider about your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent 
getting HIV. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items 
that have body fluids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
| What is the most important information I should know 

about TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
u  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

You must get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. 
Do not take TRUVADA to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

u   Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has 
recently become infected. If you have flu-like symptoms, you could have 
recently become infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
had a flu-like illness within the last month before starting or at any time 
while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include 
tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged lymph nodes in the neck 
or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
u  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for 

PrEP may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 
u  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP:

• Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. 
• If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider 

right away.
u  To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:

• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
• Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 

easier for HIV to infect you.
• Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 

having fewer sex partners.
• Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk 

of getting HIV-1 infection.
u   If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 

alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for 
HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become 
harder to treat over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
u   Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved 

to treat HBV. If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to 
your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

•  TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of
getting HIV through sex. 

•  You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection and if
TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever, joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA 
for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA, the TRUVADA Logo, TRUVADA FOR PREP, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.,  
or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 

Version date: April 2017

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0093 05/17 
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viewPOiNT By lee lyNch

We had every intention of being homebodies this 
year. No travel at all, just a year to save our pen-
nies and get grounded. It’s been delicious. After 
several months of staying in our little coastal 
home, my mind is sharper, my sleep schedule is 
approaching normal, and I’ve got a good start on 
my next book.

Then, something just as wonderful happened. 
The publishers of Sapphire Books invited us to 
be part of “Literary Adventures at Sea,” a pro-
gram they put together with Olivia Cruises, which 
is being sponsored by Curve Magazine. I admit 
that I cried when we were asked. Two of our best 
friends urged us to join them. My sweetheart and 
I never ever dreamed we could go on a cruise. 
This one is sailing the inland passage of Alaska. 
Alaska! Growing up my parents’ apartment in 
Queens, I never thought I’d travel farther than 
Manhattan.

The Staten Island Ferry this ain’t. We’re cele-
brating our tenth anniversary in style—and with 
a cozy group of over 1,800 lesbians. As of a week 
ago, there were all of three cabins available. Even 
when I did go into Manhattan, the lesbian bars 
held no more than perhaps a hundred dykes? This 
is a floating women’s festival. This was the cruise 
that writer Cate Culpepper gave herself before 
she died, sans a boatload of lesbians. I expect to 
meet her spirit along the way, beaming at all the 
women, women, women!

I have visions of serenity, of calmly sailing 
wide blue waters, of passing glaciers of profound 
clarity and immensity, and perhaps a glimpse of 
northern lights to take our breath away after a 
long, long day of sunshine spent with my beloved 
on this, our tenth perfect year together.

The months leading up to this voyage have 
kept my sweetheart as busy as I’ve ever seen her. 
In what she calls her demented excitement about 
our cruise, she has already looked at 700 online 
pictures of where we are going. She has mapped 
out every deck on the boat. She has examined 
seventy possible off-ship excursions and has cho-
sen the five best that suit us both. She’s even 
inspired and written half of this column.

All this in the evenings while I read my escapist 
books and try to ignore the impending departure 
from our home, which I find extremely difficult, 
and from our cat, whose diabetes worsens with 
stress, especially when we are away. Our cat Bolo 
considers “away” to be any time I’m not next to 
her writing a new book for my publisher, Bold 
Strokes Books, while she bats things off the side 
table. So concerned is she that we’ll disappear, 
that she follows me into the bathroom while I 
take a shower, eager to remind me that whenever 
I want to feed her is okay, as long as it’s now. 
Leaving her in the care of our truly devoted cat 
sitter for even one night is not readily forgiven 
upon our return.

My sweetheart usually spends two or three 
hours packing on the day of travel, while I fret, 
eyes glued to my watch. This time, a month be-
fore we set sail, she is already half packed and 

has written out the cat sitter’s check. Still she 
pours over maps of every location, wallowing in 
joyful anticipation. She has created an hourly 
itinerary Excel spreadsheet for each of the eight 
days we will be away. All I have to do is play that 
age-old game, Follow-the-Femme, though I know 
there will be hours blocked out to accommodate 
my visions of a week communing with the natural 
world and Cate Culpepper.

I’ve never lived with an overexcited little kid, 
but that seems to be who I fell for in June 2007. 
She claims that I’ve recently given up hope of 
reading more than a chapter of any book without 
at least one peep from her that goes something 
like, “Can I just tell you this one thing about 
Sitka/ Ketchikan/Juneau/Victoria?” Or: our room, 
our view, boarding, disembarking, Suzanne West-
enhoefer’s show, dancing, and where we’re going 
to have lunch on our drive home.

Such a woman deserves a bank-breaking anni-
versary, even if she’s been working overtime so 
we can afford it. The bathroom is stuffed with 
her luggage. The futon is covered with my suit-
case and essentials and the cat’s been sleeping 
on everything, in a vain plea for us not to leave 
her for a whole week.

A week is forever to little Bolo, and forever is 
what my sweetheart and I have pledged to each 

other. It’s been an incredible ten years since we 
met. I could not have found a more uncondition-
ally loving, funny, caring, understanding, helpful, 
lovely, intelligent, alluring, forgiving, patient, or 
fun wife if I’d been looking. Which I wasn’t. Silly 
me.

copyright lee lynch 2017
June 2017

From left: lee’s 
self-described 
“sweetheart,” lee 
lynch, librarian MJ 
lowe, author Karin 
Kallmaker.
Photo courtesy of 
Lynch
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By A.J. SMUSKiewicz
 
Richard H. Reams, Ph.D., is a teacher, psycholo-
gist and associate director of counseling services 
at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas, where 
he has worked since 1994. 

He specializes in sexual orientation and the 
development of sexual identity, teaching under-
graduate, predoctoral, and doctoral students and 
providing guidance for individuals struggling with 
these issues. In June 2013, Dr. Reams launched 
an informational website, “Am I Gay?” (YourSexu-
alOrientation.info), to offer guidance regarding 
sexual orientation and identity. The site features 
a comprehensive seven-step guide that he devel-
oped based on a course he has taught at Trinity 
since 2004. 

Reams also lectures and provides symposium 
presentations on LGBQ-affirmative therapy to 
help psychology professionals treat their patients 
who have depression, anxiety, stress, relationship 
problems, substance-abuse problems, and other 
mental health conditions related to conflicts with 
sexual orientation.

windy city Times: On your “Am i Gay?” web-
site, you define sexual orientation, based on a 
definition developed by Ritch Savin-williams, 
PhD, of cornell University (author of The New 
Gay Teenager) as “the preponderance of one’s 
emotional and physical attractions—whether 
stable or fluid—to males, females, both, or 
neither.” 

you explain how each word in that definition 
was selected carefully to account for the enor-
mous complexity, diversity and non-binary na-
ture of human sexuality and gender identity. 
how widely and deeply would you estimate 
that this complexity is understood and accept-
ed by the general public—as well as by lGBQ/
lGBT individuals themselves?

Richard Reams:  Among the general public, I 
suspect that the complexity of sexual orientation 
is little understood. Most people—perhaps 70 
percent to 80 percent of the population—experi-
ence physical and romantic attractions that are 
exclusively directed toward either men or women. 
For these folks, sexual orientation would probably 
look pretty simple. Indeed, some will question 
why anyone would have difficulty knowing their 
sexual orientation, because their own sexual ori-
entation is so easy to know.

I believe the complexity is better understood 
among LGBTQ individuals, and probably best un-
derstood by younger generations. Those of us who 
are middle-aged and older and who came out de-
cades ago would have a greater tendency to think 
that everyone is either a man or a woman and 
either gay or straight—unless we are exposed to 

and listening to the voices of those who don’t fit 
the man-or-woman and gay-or-straight binaries. 

wcT: would you say that the public is be-
coming more aware of the complexity of hu-
man sexuality and gender identity, compared 
with 10 or 20 years ago? if so, to what would 
you attribute this increased awareness?

RR: Yes, there is increasing awareness because 
there is greater visibility of the diversity of LG-
BTQ people in social media, such as YouTube 
videos and the Huffington Post’s “Queer Voices” 
columns. Then again, exposure to these online 
sources probably varies generationally.

wcT: you note that younger people today, 
such as your students, tend to have more in-
clusive, complex and fluid attitudes on sexual-
ity and gender than older people. This suggests 
that younger people are more enlightened on 
these matters. But what are some common 
misconceptions about sexuality and gender 
that you encounter in your young students? 

RR: The Trinity University students that I inter-
act with as a counselor and course instructor are 
pretty savvy. But I don’t know how representative 
they are of 18- to 22-year-olds, generally. 

wcT: can most people accurately break down 
and analyze their emotional and physical at-
tractions if given enough time (such as by 
considering the questions about thoughts, 
emotions and behaviors on your “The evi-
dence” web page), or do most people have 
mental or social roadblocks that prevent ac-
curate analysis? what are the best ways to 
overcome such roadblocks?

 RR: Among those whose emotional and physi-
cal attractions are exclusively directed toward 
persons of a different sex, then the answer is 
yes; they can easily analyze their attractions. But 
for those who experience some degree of same-
sex attraction—about 30 percent of women and 
20 percent of men, according to the research of 
Savin-Williams—there are potential obstacles to 
recognizing and accepting one’s same-sex attrac-
tions. 

The most significant obstacle is probably con-
cern about the reaction of parents—even liberal 
parents—if the adolescent or adult child were to 
come out as gay, lesbian, bisexual, pansexual, et-
cetera. Few of us want to disappoint our parents. 
Many people, especially younger people, who ex-
perience same-sex physical attractions hope that 
those attractions are merely the aesthetic appre-
ciation of others. 

Many hope their emotional attractions are not 
indicative of their sexual orientation. And for 
those who, like me, grew up in a conservative, 
homo-negative religious culture, those negative 
feelings can be a huge obstacle to self-recog-

nition and self-acceptance. To overcome such 
roadblocks, the support and acceptance of other 
admired persons is essential—especially LGBQ-
affirming straight persons and, if one is strug-
gling with a homo-negative religious heritage, 
LGBQ-affirming religious persons.  

wcT: you note that an individual’s “prepon-
derance of attractions” may change during 
life, so that, for example, a woman who previ-
ously loved only other women may someday 
fall in love with a man. why do such changes 
in sexual orientation occur? could they be re-
lated to hormonal or other physical/biochemi-
cal changes that occur as people age? could 
they be related to personal experiences? Or 
are they simply dependent on the unique dy-
namics of each individual-to-individual rela-
tionship?

RR: Oh, I’m not sure whether biological chang-
es over the person’s lifespan can play a role. 
That’s an interesting question. Among those 
whose understanding of their sexual orientation 
changes—which among adults usually means a 
widening of attractions—it’s likely sparked by 
a specific relationship. Additionally, expanding 
knowledge about the diversity of human sexual-
ity and growing affirmation of same-sex relation-
ships within the culture as a whole have provided 
a more hospitable environment for exploring 
one’s sexuality.

wcT: can lGBQ-affirmative therapy be useful 
for all people confused about their sexual ori-
entation? what, if any, are the shortcomings 
or limitations of lGBQ-affirmative therapy?

RR: Yes, it can be useful for all people, and 
there are no shortcomings. It’s important to re-
alize that an LGBQ-affirmative therapist is not 
merely “LGBQ-friendly.” The therapist who has 
remained current with the field of knowledge is 
also LGBQ-informed. That therapist is up to date 
about the multidimensionality of sexual orienta-
tion, the diversity of sexual orientation identities 
(for example, the difference between bisexuality 
and pansexuality), and the diversity of gender 
identities under the transgender umbrella. How-
ever, therapists who have not advanced their 
knowledge beyond their training in grad school 
a decade or more ago are probably out-of-date. 
It is important for therapists to keep up with the 
research and to attend training sessions, like the 

ones that I and others provide.
WCT: Does LGBQ-affirmative therapy ever result 

in the patient concluding that he or she is het-
erosexual after all? Would that be considered a 
valid, legitimate result of such therapy?

RR: An LGBQ-affirmative therapist should never 
prescribe what the outcome of a client’s ques-
tioning process should or shouldn’t be. And that 
process is unlikely to lead to the client realiz-
ing that they are straight, unless a psychological 
condition like obsessive-compulsive disorder is at 
play. It is possible that a client might conclude 
they are “mostly straight” with occasional same-
sex physical and/or emotional attractions. In 
fact, Dr. Savin-Williams has found through mul-
tiple studies in recent years that there are more 
mostly straight people than gay, mostly gay and 
bisexual people combined.

wcT: you also mention the Metropolitan 
community church (Mcc) as a source of “affir-
mative ministry to lGBT people.” what is the 
basic nature of this church, and how did you 
discover it?

RR: Having grown up Southern Baptist, I sought 
out LGBTQ-affirming religious alternatives after I 
came out in 1978 following years of questioning. 
I learned of the affirming beliefs of MCC churches, 
the first having been founded in Los Angeles in 
1968. Over the years, I’ve attended MCC worship 
services in various cities and spoken with several 
MCC pastors. I know those pastors will probably 
know of LGBT-affirmative resources in their cities, 
including local congregations of various religious 
identities that welcome LGBT people.

wcT: is there anything else you would like to 
say to windy city Times readers?

RR: I encourage readers who are clear about 
their sexual orientation, as well as those who are 
questioning, to read my website. It’s important 
for us in the LGBTQ community to be well-in-
formed about the complexity of sexual orienta-
tion and the diversity of sexual-minority people. 
Like LGBQ-affirming therapists, we need to be 
well-informed so we can understand and support 
those who identify as something other than gay 
or lesbian—and those who are still questioning 
their sexual orientation. We all deserve under-
standing and affirmation in the LGBTQ commu-
nity.

Dr. Richard h. 
Reams, Ph.D.
Photo courtesy of 
Reams

Psychologist talks
sexual orientation,
LGBQ-affirmative therapy
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Barilla Proudly Supports:

barillagroup.com/en/join-us

EVERYONE’S WELCOME AT OUR TABLE
At Barilla, our stance on diversity and inclusion isn’t about business—it’s about doing what’s right.

We fiercely support all LGBT employees—and we’re proud to be recognized for that, three years running.

PULL UP A CHAIR.  
JOIN THE BARILLA FAMILY.

LGBT EMPLOYEE 
RESOURCE GROUP 

ADOPTION 
ASSISTANCE

TRANSGENDER 
HEALTH BENEFITS

DOMESTIC PARTNER 
HEALTH INSURANCE

WHY WORK FOR BARILLA US?

http://www.barillagroup.com/en/join-us
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Pride Fest ’17 
Northalsted Business Alliance presented chicago Pride Fest June 17 and June 18 
from Addison to Grace with performers 16 candles, and Kristine w among others.
Photos by Jerry Nunn. see more of Jerry’s photos online at www.windycityMe-
diaGroup.com. also, see page 64 for Ed Negron’s photos from the event.
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CONGRATULATIONS, CHICAGO, 
ON 48 YEARS OF PRIDE!

Cushman & Wakefield is proud to be part of such an outstanding and 

unique community, headquarters to our own diverse and talented 

workforce. Supporting equality. Removing barriers. One community.

Follow our PRIDE activities on Twitter

#CWtakespride
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Amanda Alvear • 25

Never forget... Never forget...

Stanley Almodovar III • 23

Never forget...

Oscar A Aracena-Montero • 26

Never forget...

Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala • 33

Tevin Eugene Crosby • 25

Never forget...

Deonka Deidra Drayton • 32

Never forget...

Simon Adrian  
Carrillo Fernandez •  31

Never forget...

Leroy Valentin Fernandez • 25

Never forget...

Cory James Connell • 21

Never forget...

Javier Jorge-Reyes • 40

Never forget...

Jason Benjamin Josaphat • 19

Never forget...

Eddie Jamoldroy Justice • 30

Never forget... Never forget...

Anthony Luis 
     Laureano Disla •  25 Miguel Angel Honorato • 30

Never forget...

Never forget...

Luis Omar 
     Ocasio-Capo •  20 Geraldo A. Ortiz-Jimenez • 25

Never forget... Never forget...

Eric Ivan
      Ortiz-Rivera •  36 Joel Rayon Paniagua • 32

Never forget...

Akyra Monet Murray • 18

Never forget...

Edward Sotomayor Jr • 34

Never forget...

Shane Evan Tomlinson • 33

Never forget...

Martin Benitez Torres • 33

Never forget... Never forget...

Jonathon Antonio
   Camuy Vega •  24 Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan • 24

Never forget...

PULSE
One 
year 
later
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Antonia Davon Brown  •  29

Never forget...

Mercedez Marisol Flores • 26

Never forget...

Christopher Andrew Leinonen  • 32

Never forget...

Never forget...

Jean Carlos
     Mendez Perez •  35 

Juan P. Rivera Velazquez •  37

Never forget...

Darryl Roman Burt II • 29

Never forget...

Angel L. Candelario-Padro • 28

Never forget...

Juan Chavez Martinez • 25

Never forget...

Luis Daniel Conde • 39

Never forget...

Amanda Alvear • 25

Never forget...

Peter O. Gonzalez-Cruz • 22

Never forget...

Juan Ramon Guerrero • 22

Never forget...

Paul Terrell Henry •  41

Never forget...

Frank Hernandez Escalante • 27

Never forget...

Alejandro Barrios Martinez •  21

Never forget... Never forget...

Brenda Lee 
     Marquez McCool •  49

Never forget...

Gilberto Ramon
      Silva Menendez •  25 Kimberly Morris • 37

Never forget...

Enrique L. Rios, Jr. • 25

Never forget...

Jean C. Nieves Rodriguez • 27

Never forget... Never forget...

Xavier Emmanuel
    Serrano Rosado •  35 

Christopher Joseph Sanfeliz • 24

Never forget...

Never forget...

Luis S. Vielma • 22

Never forget...

Franky Jimmy 
   Dejesus Velazquez •  50 

Never forget...

Louis Daniel
   Wilson-Leon •  37 Jerald Arthur Wright •  31

Never forget...
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viewpoints

A sadder Pride
because of
Washington
inaction

 
Every June, Pride comes to our cities and towns. 
We break out the rainbow flags, march in parades, 
and celebrate our uniqueness and being together. 
But as Pride Month starts, this year feels different.

Sure, we will still celebrate this remarkable, di-
verse and loving community, but we are haunted 
by the wave of senseless violence that has tar-
geted LGBT Americans. We’ll remember the tragedy 
at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, where 49 innocent 
people were killed. We will remember the victims 
who die every day from gun violence, especially our 
transgender sisters of color, including Keke Collier, 
murdered in Chicago; Mesha Caldwell, shot in Mis-
sissippi; and Jaquarrius Holland, who was just 18 
when her life was cut short by a bullet in Monroe, 
Louisiana.

This Pride, we will be forced to confront the real-
ity that, because of inaction in Washington, some 

of our friends won’t be celebrating Pride 2017.
 We know that the attack on Pulse Nightclub 

could have happened anywhere in the country. It 
could have been Providence’s Mirabar or Elixir in 
Boystown. Gun violence is an LGBT issue and an 
American issue; preventing this needless loss of 
life must be a priority for all of us.

The statistics are real and they are shocking. 
LGBT Americans experienced the greatest number 
of hate crimes per capita. From 2014-15, the num-
ber of LGBT homicides jumped 20 percent. Sixty-
two percent of the victims were LGBT people of 
color and 67 percent were transgender or gender 
nonconforming individuals. According to the FBI, 
20 percent of hate crimes victims were targeted 
because of their sexual orientation.

As a community, LGBT Americans have always 
been forced to confront hate. Guns have just made 
it easier for people to turn their hatred into blood-
shed.

 Ten days after the Pulse tragedy, we took a stand 
on the House floor. Emboldened by American com-
munities and with the memories of thousands lost 
in our hearts, we organized a sit-in to stop gun 
violence. The first-ever sit-in in the U.S. House had 
a simple request: allow a vote on two bills that 
would prevent further bloodshed, including one 
that would have prevented the Pulse gunman from 
getting a weapon.

Instead of offering compromise and common 
sense, Republicans attempted to silence our voices 
by turning off the cameras and shutting off the mi-
crophones. But the LGBT community and advocates 
across the nation offered up their social media 
channels to carry our voices.

Nearly a year later, we are still waiting for Re-
publicans to summon the courage to allow a vote 
on this common sense, bipartisan and widely sup-

ported legislation that would help prevent another 
Pulse. We cannot afford to wait any longer; too 
many lives have already been lost.

We have no choice but to fight back—and Pride 
is the perfect time to start. Pride started as a loud 
protest demanding our rights. This year, let’s make 
it an even louder protest demanding our right to 
live!

We literally cannot wait any longer to demand 
lifesaving action. Community members and tens of 
thousands of Americans are dying and the crisis is 
getting worse.

The LGBT community has always stood up and 
fought for what’s right. We fought for marriage 
equality, demanded resources to fight HIV/AIDS 
and defeated hate from the ballot box to our armed 
forces.

It’s a community that knows how to win. On ev-
ery issue, the LGBT community and allies give the 
full measure of our talents, time and treasure. Pre-
venting gun violence can be no different.

The LGBT community learned how to organize 
and fight through necessity. That need is just as 
real now.

This time, we aren’t just fighting for the lives of 
our LGBT brothers and sisters; we are fighting to 
save the lives of all Americans—in nightclubs, on 
college campuses, in movie theatres, on our city 
streets and tragically, at elementary schools.

congresswoman Robin Kelly represents illi-
nois’ 2nd congressional District; she is a vice 
chair of the house Gun violence Prevention Task 
Force. congressman David N. cicilline represents 
Rhode island’s 1st congressional District; he is a 
co-chair of the congressional lGBT equality cau-
cus and a vice chair of the house Gun violence 
Prevention Task Force.

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

Letters to the editor:
Forging an alliance
 
The letter to the editor in the last Windy City Times 
from the Chicago Police Department (CPD) caught 
my attention. Why??? Because our (LGBTQA group 
and CPD’s) journey together over the years has 
been bumpy at best. We have gone from Public En-
emy Number One to partners in safety for the Chi-
cago’s LGBTQA community. What a journey of hope 
and possibilities that has been.

Our community has moved from a community of 
fear of the Police Department into arena of trust in 
that same police department. I attribute this to a 
lot of education and hard work by both community 
activists and the CPD.

By releasing this statement concerning LGBTQA 

safety in gay bars during LGBTQ Pride weekends, 
the CPD once again shows it understands our lives, 
attitudes and concerns.

While the CPD and Chicago’s LGBTQA community 
have come a long way in building bridges of dia-
logue and respectful communication; this relation-
ship is not without its problems.

I am pleased that this letter to editor was posted 
by the CPD; however, the solution to blind inward 
violence that targets innocent partygoers to either 
rob or do bodily violence in our community bars 
requires a united response from patrons of these 
bars and bar owners. One of the ways the bar own-
ers can collaborate with the CPD is by having the 
letter visibly posted so all patrons know that the 
CPD is not the enemy.

Each of us have human dignity, and should be 
treated in a way that reflects that Human Dignity. 
So this Pride in addition to watching out for your-

selves watch out for your brothers and sisters and 
remember life is sacred, and our Pride Parade is Pro 
Life among many other things.

We need to be more proactive in laying out a vi-
sion for making our community a safe space. This 
can only happen by building bridges and taking 
risks based on hope.

Have a happy and safe LBGTQA Pride Parade. This 
is your celebration; never forget that we stand the 
shoulders of so many who have gone before us.

 
Joe Murray
Executive Director
Rainbow Sash Movement (LGBTQ Roman Catholics)

U.S. Rep. Robin
KELLY

U.S. Rep. David
CICILLINE
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By JOANNA FURNANS  
 
Kaitlin Webster did not necessarily stand out as 
the “edgy one” among her cohort at Cornish Col-
lege of the Arts in Seattle. 

But in 2011, when she made a trip to Chicago 
to audition for four of the most prominent dance 
companies in the city, she quickly realized how 
dissimilar she was from the other female dancers. 
“I was taller and bigger than anybody else. I had 
tattoos and really short bleach blonde hair at the 
time,” Webster said with a grin when remember-
ing those early audition experiences.

 Often dancers with “unique” appearances 
are exactly what dance companies and choreog-
raphers are looking for as a way to reflect our 
multifaceted world on stage. Apparently that was 
not the case for those Chicago companies at the 
time. In one particularly painful encounter, after 
making it to the final round of an audition, the 
director of a company walked right up to Web-
ster, looked her up and down and said in front of 
everyone, “I don’t know what you think you are 
doing here, but we obviously have an aesthetic. 
You should probably leave.” Webster walked out 
sobbing. Lest people thought discrimination 
and humiliation were no longer a part of certain 
dance cultures and communities, Webster can at-
test that those practices are, unfortunately, alive 
and well.

Even so, Chicago is a big city and Webster is 
an incredibly powerful dancer. Undeterred, she 
moved here anyway and was hired within two 

weeks by the contemporary hip-hop fusion com-
pany Chicago Dance Crash. Known for its large-
scale, narrative concert productions, Webster 
spent the next six years cutting her teeth as a 
professional dancer with the ensemble. These 
were definitely formative years for her as she 
navigated the sometimes thrilling, sometimes 
frustrating rollercoasters of company dynamics. 
Looking back Webster says, “I took what I could 
get and was grateful. Did I feel like I had a place 
to speak? Not necessarily. But the people were 
really nice.”

In 2013, Chicago Dance Crash made “Cotton 
Mouth Club,” in which Webster was cast as a 
prostitute for the second time (the first being her 
debut performance in “Gotham City”), and per-
sonal politics started to conflict with a sense of 
ensemble pride. “Again, I played a whore. Women 
were either ‘the pining wife’ or ‘the whore’ and 
that got under my skin” Webster said. “That’s 
when I started making my own work in Chicago.”

Webster did not part ways with the company 
right away but she began to more actively invest 
in side projects with local independent dance 
makers and in 2014 self-produced “Hydra,” her 
first full evening of original choreography. After 
that, Webster’s role as a choreographer seemed to 
kick into high gear. In 2015, she made a duet en-
titled “One Too” in Chicago Dance Crash’s annual 
production, “New Alaska,” served as rehearsal di-
rector for the company’s 2015-2016 season and 
made her screen debut as choreographer and star 
in Open TV’s Full Out, a five-episode web series 

written by Julie Keck about a closeted dancer re-
turning to dance-life post injury. (Full Out was 
featured in Windy City Times recently.)

Since leaving Chicago Dance Crash last Decem-
ber, Webster has devoted more time to her work 
has a dance teacher with young adults at the Stu-
dio North Academy of the Performing Arts (SNAP) 
in Wilmette. “I love teaching,” she said. “That’s 
a place where I feel my queer politics can reign 
free. … I get to talk intelligently about dance 
with them. … Just speaking about what our bod-
ies are doing, and accepting what they are doing 
and feeling empowered in that. That feels really 
important.” 

Webster continues to grapple with the expres-
sion of her personal queer politics in choreog-
raphy while using historically heteronormative 
and codified dance forms like jazz, ballet and 
contemporary techniques. The task of connecting 
these potentially conflicting frames of reference 
is especially daunting now because she is on the 
brink of launching her own dance company, High-
falutin Dance Theater. She is deliberately being 
patient with herself through the development of 

the company and the debut of its first major work 
in order to make sure she gets it right. “I don’t 
want to pump out work,” she said. “I want time 
to question myself.”

What can we expect from Highfalutin Dance 
Theater? “I like storytelling and I definitely like 
to be ‘cheeky,’” Webster said. “I love pop culture 
and pop music. I want to be connected to the au-
dience and I want it to be fun because that’s kind 
of who I am.”  As far as casting her company of 
dancers, Webster will certainly not replicate the 
experience she had years ago. “I think auditions 
are pretentious and unnecessary. I know a lot of 
dancers. Part of my mission statement is to rep-
resent dancers who are not represented as often.”

“I want strong humans with strong technique,” 
she added. “Whoever’s doing my movement 
shouldn’t look like me. They should look like 
themselves at their best.”

Webster will begin working on her company’s 
first major production during a residency at Links 
Hall this July. For updates and performance infor-
mation, visit HighfalutinDanceTheater.com.

DANCIN’ FEATS

Kaitlin Webster:
Who’s the edgy
one now?

Janet ulrich brooks, Patrick clear, Gabriel Ruiz and Paloma Nozicka. Photo by Liz Lauren
wcT reviews Native Gardens.

46Getting ‘Native’8279
Pride Fest Sunday at SidetrackArun’s.

Kaitlin webster.
Photo 

by william 
Frederking
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ThEATER REVIEW

Native Gardens
Playwright: Karen zacarias
At: victory Gardens Theater at the 
Biograph, 2433 N. lincoln Ave.
Tickets: $15-$60
Runs through: July 2

By MARy SheN BARNiDGe

History provides ample testimony to wars arising 
over initially trivial differences, so we shouldn’t 
be surprised when our own citizens amplify petty 
squabbles into full-out conflicts requiring vast in-
vestments of time, expense and even violence to 
resolve. The two couples in Karen Zacarias’ mini-
malist fable have their counterparts in spheres 

as limited as teenagers defending a street corner 
and as far-reaching as politicians disputing elec-
tion returns.
 There’s these two 1906 vintage houses in a Mid-
Atlantic city dating back to our nation’s very con-
ception, you see, their adjoining backyards divid-
ed by a walkway. One has been the home of Frank 
and Virginia Butley for many decades, the other 
one has recently been purchased by Pablo and 
Tania Del Valle, pursuant to rehabbing the ne-
glected residence. Frank is extraordinarily proud 
of his carefully manicured garden, Tania proposes 
planting eco-friendly regional vegetation on her 
patch. Both are happy to be rid of the ugly chain-
link fence dividing their domains—but then the 
contractors discover that the property lines have 
been blurred by a century of unrecorded trans-
fers. 

 Landlords experienced in this type of crisis 
(you might be one of them) know that mutu-
ally satisfactory solutions lie in cool heads and 
unhurried approaches. The Butleys and the Del 
Valles don’t have that option, since the Potomac 
Horticultural Society and Pablo’s law firm bosses 
are expected to come a-calling the next week-
end. Even if the Butleys weren’t white (WASP and 
Polish-American) and the Del Valles, Latinx (Chil-
ean immigrant and United States-born of Mexican 
ancestry), or the Butleys old enough to have a 
40-year-old gay son and the Del Valles expecting 
their first child, the circumstances alone would 
be enough to trigger long-dormant suspicions 
escalating the hostilities to earth-scorching pro-
portions.
 Since Zacarias’ goal is to highlight the absurdity 
of allegedly mature adults behaving like stubborn 

children, the physical damage remains confined 
to the foliage under scrutiny and an epilogue il-
lustrates how peace is eventually restored. Direc-
tor Marti Lyons and the quartet of Patrick Clear, 
Janet Ulrich Brooks, Gabriel Ruiz and Paloma 
Nozicka maintain a comedic tone, assisted by 
William Boles’ hyperealistic scenic design and 
Mikhail Fiksel’s sly incidental music (Cat Stevens’ 
“Wild World” as performed by Me First and the 
Gimme Gimmes, anyone?), to render the Butleys’ 
parochialism and the Del Valles’ xenophobia no 
more threatening than any human foible, when 
fortuitously nipped in the bud.

ThEATER REVIEW

Bette Davis Ain’t
for Sissies
Playwright: Jessica Sherr
At: velvet Fox Productions at the 
Athenaeum, 2936 N. Southport Ave.
Tickets: $24-$34
Runs through: July 2

By MARy SheN BARNiDGe

It was a blunder to be remembered throughout 
cinema history. On the night of the 1939 Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences awards 
presentations, the evening edition of the Los An-
geles Times published the names of the winners 
in defiance of the embargo prohibiting revelation 
thereof until after the ceremonies.
 Nominees and guests had already arrived at the 
Cocoanut Grove auditorium, some remaining to 
stoically face their imminent defeat, but Bette 

Davis shrugged off social protocol and left. In 
Jessica Sherr’s solo show, we discover our rebel-
lious heroine at home, preparing for the next 
morning’s film shoot, interrupted by telephone 
calls from the awards gala, where her absence 
has been noted by friends, colleagues—oh, and 
her mother.
 The conflation of actors with their roles is a 
romantic fancy often indulged by audiences la-
boring under the myth of the actor’s true charac-
ter gradually succumbing to the deception inher-
ent in that trade. The onscreen evolution of the 
woman born Ruth Elizabeth Davis in Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts reversed the formula, Bette Davis’ pro-
pensity for playing female survivors hard of head 
and heart, rather than the more sympathetic sup-
plicants, arose from her own temperament and 
convictions. As she regales us—frequently ac-
companied by speeches and music drawn from her 
films—with recollections of the events leading 
her to this pivotal moment, we become aware of 
her devotion to her craft, and her determination 
to forge her own path, whatever the risk. Such 

dedication inevitably met with mixed responses, 
but our narrator does nor flinch from acquainting 
us with advocates and adversaries alike. 
 Sherr’s performance shuns all traces of camp 
caricature to encompass a flinty New England 
accent, changes of costume incorporating ac-
cessories belonging to the real-life Davis and 
facial replication mirroring her iconic persona 
so accurately as to totally eclipse the playbill 
photograph of Sherr as herself. A complete sum-
mary of Davis’ long career could span several eve-
nings—did I mention her four husbands, several 
high-profile lovers and well-publicized feuds with 
co-workers? However, this tantalizing glimpse 
into the early years of the celebrated artist who 
would have rather been an actress than a star, 
ends after just more than an hour—not in a de-
feated “What a dump!” but in a triumphant cry 
of “I’m bigger than the big screen! Fasten your 
seats belts!” —leaving us wanting more.

Great expectations, Silk Road Rising and Remy 
Bumppo Theatre at Chicago Temple, through July 
2. Victorian Brits may all look alike to us Yanks, 
but when you move the locale to colonial-era In-
dia, there’s no mistaking what Dickens was talk-
ing about. MSB 

her Majesty’s will, Lifeline Theatre, through 
July 16. Thrilling action sequences enhance 
this madcap buddy-comedy set in 16th-century 
London and starring those Elizabethan bad-boy 
superstars, Will Shakespeare and Christopher Mar-
lowe. MSB

Naked Boys Singing, Eclectic Theatre Company 
at Theater Wit, through July 2. Just in time for, 
and just up the street from, the Pride festivities, 
six males wearing big smiles celebrate going bare 
as it is practiced in our society. MSB

Pilgrims, Gift Theatre, through July 30. Claire 
Kiechel’s sci-fi drama keeps you guessing as a 
laconic soldier and a chatty young woman are 
forced to share a spaceship cabin with a comi-
cally perky robot stewardess. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICkS

c

ThEATER REVIEW

The Golden Girls:
The Lost Episodes
written by: David cerda 
Directed by: Shade Murray
At: Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. clark St.
Tickets: handbagProductions.org: $16-20
Runs through: July 12

By eRic KARAS

Hell in a Handbag productions presents The 
Golden Girls: The Lost Episodes, starring recent 
Jeff honoree David Cerda as the acerbic Dorothy, 
Ed Jones as the bubble-headed Rose, AJ Wright 
as the oversexed Blanche and Adrian Hadlock as 
an even nastier Sophia. Each one hits the right 
notes in the loving parody that sports Hell in a 
Handbag’s non-PC spin. 
 These are the alleged “lost episodes,” each 
one with a short plot interrupted by some fun-
ny/disturbing commercial parodies and Golden 
Girls trivia. One is about camping (the tent and 

bear kind), another about Rose having a health 
issue, one about a sex party and another about 
family. The latter gets to explore all the “fam-
ily” cameos that came and went on The Golden 

Girls’ episodes that were (and are) treats for 
dedicated fans of the show. 
 Cerda’s writing and theater company are ex-
perts at parody of the golden ages of cinema, 
but it’s great to see when they step out of that 
format they are just as successful. This show, 
like most of their shows, is for an audience not 
easily offended by gross-out humor, stereotype, 
swear words and graphic sex jokes. If any of 
that offends you then you should go to Shady 
Pines and not this show. I also admired that 
Cerda didn’t rely on multiple repeated jokes 
about “St. Olaf”or “Picture it Sicily,” as it could 
have. There are genuine moments of surprise 
along with being dedicated to the familiar pat-
terns and laughs of the sitcom. Shade Murray’s 
direction keeps all the antics moving. 
 The supporting cast is very good and sells 
every moment, no matter how silly. Lori Lee’s 
Stan is especially disturbing—and I mean that 
as a compliment. Overall, fans of the show will 
be pleased. Handbag groupies will like it and 
people who know neither will get hearty laughs. 
Take a trip to Miami, via Clark street, to see your 
old friends. 

Jessica Sherr in Bette Davis Ain’t for Sissies.
Photo courtesy of sherr

ed Jones, Adrian hadlock, David cerda and 
AJ wright in The Golden Girls: The lost 
episodes.
Photo by Rick aguilar studios
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By JeRRy NUNN

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s The King and I con-
tinues to captivate audiences decades after pre-
miering back in 1951. The classic musical tells 
the story of Anna, a British schoolteacher, and 
her relationship with the king of Siam. This cur-
rent touring version won four Tonys in 2015 in-
cluding Best Revival of a Musical. 

Kavin Panmeechao plays the role of Lun Tha 
on the tour. His past credits include a national 
tour of 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
Romeo and Juliet in the UK, and Into the Woods 
at the Lucas Theater.

windy city Times: where in the world are 
you calling from?

Kavin Panmeechao: I am in Hartford, Connecti-
cut. It is cold here at 60 degrees. I just came 
back from Thailand where it was hot as balls and 
I was sweating up a storm! I am all puffy be-
cause the heat and humidity made me look like 
a balloon. 

wcT: where are you originally from?
KP: I grew up in Los Angeles, but my parents 

are Thai. We had two weeks off before Hartford, 
so went to Thailand with my mom. It was for 
research [laughs] and wonderful to go. 

wcT: Did you study theater in school?
KP: I sure did. I went to UCLA. I studied the-

ater with an emphasis in musical theater. 
wcT: what is your favorite musical?
KP: Sunday in the Park with George. I have 

loved it since I was a teenager. I didn’t know 
why I liked it, maybe because I was a melancholy 
theater kid. As I got older it just always spoke 
to me.  It speaks to me on a new level no matter 
where I am in life at that specific time. 

Of course, my favorite painting is A Sunday Af-
ternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte. It is at 
the Art Institute of Chicago, so I have to stop 
in there. 

wcT: how did you get on The King and i tour?
KP: I went to an open call initially. I went in 

and wasn’t too keen on my audition. I later got 
an agent audition where I sang and they called 
me back in a couple of days. 

There was Bartlett Sher sitting at that audition. 
I had one more callback months later and got a 
call that I had the job three hours later. 

wcT: Talk about your character. 
KP: I play Lun Tha. He is the Burmese emissary. 

He brings the Princess Tuptim to the King of Siam 
as a gift. It is a way to politically seal their re-
lationship between the two countries. They have 
been at war for a long time, so they are in a new, 
uneasy peace. 

Unfortunately, Lun and Tuptim have fallen in 
love. That wreaks havoc on the king. 

Lun is in love with her, but can’t be with her 
because it would be political suicide. It is a dan-
gerous situation to be in. 

wcT: So you are playing the straight guy?
KP: Yes, which is hysterical because my under-

studies are straight. 
wcT: Are there any other lGBT cast mem-

bers?
KP: About three-quarters of the cast are LGBT. 

It is fun. We have a group message stream called 
The King and I Gayz. We have a little Pride flag 
emoji next to the title. It is so cute.  

We will check out the gay bars in the town we 
are at.

wcT: Try Sidetrack on your day off. how does 
this classic musical translate today?

KP: That is a great question, because I think 
our director, Bart Sher, has really tried to play 
up the political stakes of the show. A lot of it 
is there in the writing, although it is just never 
really been explored. I think that is the big dif-
ference. He has really stripped away the glitz 
of it. It is still a really opulent show. There are 
beautiful sets and costumes, but he has explored 
the political ramifications for this king. It is fas-
cinating.

There were some lines cut in the ‘50s that Rod-
gers and Hammerstein wrote about the political 

situation where the encroaching Western powers 
were slowly overtaking Southeast Asia. Siam is 
right in the heart of Asia and he is being attacked 
on all sides, the Cambodians have just fallen to 
the French, the British are moving into Burma 
and coming up from Singapore. 

He is desperate to maintain the sovereignty 
of his country. He invites this English woman to 
teach his children at his court ways of the West-
ern world. You really get that it is incredibly dire 
for him. 

I think that political relevancy makes it per-
tinent to today, the idea that two cultures are 
trying to work together to keep the nation intact. 

wcT: Do you have a favorite song in The King 
and i?

KP: I love “Something Wonderful.” I love what 
Joan Almedilla, who plays our Lady Thiang, does 
with it. It is really the anthem to the show when 
you think about it. 

wcT: how does the King tour compare to 
when you toured with Spelling Bee?

KP: It is very different. This show is bigger and 
grand. 

Lun Tha is very different than me. I am a goofy 

kind of a person and a big dork. Lun is stalwart, 
strong, and passionate. I can be all of those 
things, but tend to be a goofball. Spelling Bee 
was a lot more like who I am. I was just playing 
myself. 

In The King and I I stretch a bit, which I really 
like. I love how it pushes me. They are differ-
ent shows. I love them both for such different 
reasons. 

wcT: have you been to chicago before?
KP: I have never been. It is the only major 

city on the tour that I have not been to. When I 
booked the show I saw the itinerary was so ex-
cited. I was over the moon to do the show, but 
mostly to go to Chicago. 

wcT: well, you are coming for Pride Month.  
KP: That’s right. I am so excited. I cannot wait. 

I usually miss Prides everywhere and not in town. 
I live in New York City, but will miss Pride there 
this year and always miss it in Los Angeles where 
I am from. I will get to see the festivities in Chi-
cago this year! 

look for the King at Oriental Theatre, 24 w. 
Randolph St., through July 2; visit Broadway-
inchicago.com.
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Kavin Panmeechao.
PR photo

NUNN ON ONE: ThEATER

‘The King and’
Kavin Panmeechao

Lookingglass
ED Kraft to exit

Lookingglass Theatre Company announced 
that Rachel Kraft has decided to step down 
as executive director after 12 years with the 
company. 

She will remain at Lookingglass through 
the end of the calendar year as the company 
searches for a successor.

Kraft has been the executive director of 
Lookingglass Theatre since September 2005. 
During her tenure, the company and its en-
semble were honored as the Recipient of the 
2011 Regional Theatre Tony Award; with Best 
Production for Moby Dick from the Joseph Jef-
ferson Awards in 2015; and with one of the 
first Doris Duke Charitable Foundation’s grants 
for Commissioning and Playwriting Initiative in 
2015, among other honors.

‘Nuns in Charge’
through July 16

Vicki Quade—the creator and co-author of 
Late Nite Catechism—is bringing back the 
comedy Put the Nuns in Charge! through July 
16 at the Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. Hal-
sted St.

The show features the character of Mother 
Superior, a no-nonsense nun out to teach the 
seven deadly sins of bad behavior.

According to a press release, Quade calls 
the show “a funny refresher course in a mod-
ern look at the Golden Rule. Mother Superior 
has her own opinions on just about everything 
from skirt lengths to cellphones.”

“Nuns” runs at 8 p.m. on Fridays and 2 p.m. 
on Sundays. (“Catechism” is  at 5 p.m. on Sat-
urdays, while Bible Bingo is at 8 p.m. on Sat-
urdays.) Tickets are $30 each; visit Nuns4Fun.
com.

LGBTQ drama
through July 16

Cor Theater will present the Midwest premiere 
of the LGBTQ drama Late Company through July 
16 at The Buena (Pride Arts Center), 4147 N. 
Broadway.

Jessica Fisch will stage the first Chicago 
production of this new work by Canadian play-
wright, director and filmmaker Jordan Tanna-
hill.

Late Company is set in Chicago’s North Shore, 
and focuses on LGBTQ youth and teen suicide. 
One year after a gay teen’s suicide, two North 
Shore families sit down to dinner. Pleasant 
mealtime chatter quickly turns into fierce inter-
rogation as each person at the table confesses 
their real or imagined part in the tragedy.

Tickets are $18-$30 and go on sale May 1; 
visit CorTheatre.org or call 866-811-4111.

Rachel Kraft.
Photo courtesy of Lookingglass

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com
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Pass Over 
Playwright: Antoinette Nwandu
At: Steppenwolf Theatre 
Upstairs, 1650 N. halsted St. 
Tickets: (312) 335-1650 or 
Steppenwolf.org; $20-$89
Runs through: July 9

By ScOTT c. MORGAN

Oh, dear. What to write about Steppenwolf The-
atre’s world premiere of Antoinette Nwandu’s Pass 
Over after all the furor over its initial critical re-
ception?

I know I have to choose my words carefully. 
A review by Chicago Sun-Times critic Hedy Weiss 
prompted many condemnations (even one by 
Steppenwolf), plus an online petition pressuring 
Chicago theater companies to stop officially in-
viting her to future productions. Other reviews 
have been picked apart for insensitive comments 
in follow-up think pieces (even by writers who 
haven’t seen Pass Over).

I almost feel that I need to self-identify as a 
gay male with a mixed-race heritage so assump-
tions aren’t made about my non-ethnic sounding 
name. But even then that wouldn’t preclude me 
of being labeled a clueless commentator ignorant 
to the socioeconomic plights and deeply rooted 
racism that underprivileged African-American 
youth face.

So here goes: Nwandu’s Pass Over is billed as a 
modern-day riff on Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, 
the famed 1950s drama where two tramps appear 
trapped in an existential stasis (Court Theatre 

recently staged a production with an entirely 
African-American cast).

But I found Pass Over to be more in the tra-
dition of Amiri Baraka’s angry allegorical play 
Dutchman (an infamous 1960s one-act drama 
where an aggressive white woman relentlessly 
taunts and then murders an African-American 
man on the subway).

Pass Over focuses on two African-American 
youth symbolically named Moses (Jon Michael 
Hill, a regular on the CBS show Elementary) and 
Kitch (Julian Parker). Moses emerges as the more 
ambitious of the two, expressing a desire to rise 
above his surrounding poverty.

Into their world wanders both a white-suited 
guy bearing gifts. (He asks to be called a varia-
tion on “Mister.”) There’s also the bullying po-
liceman called “Ossifer.” (Ryan Hallahan doubles 
up as these symbolic white male oppressors.)

Moses and Kitch take a special delight in be-
ing able to freely use “the n-word” to make Mis-
ter uncomfortable (it’s one of the few points of 
power they have over him). The two also briefly 
get the upper hand over the Ossifer, causing him 
to uncontrollably bleed inky black blood (perhaps 
a symbolic visual harkening to all the ink spilled 
over well-publicized killings of unarmed African-
Americans at the hands of police).

But Pass Over ultimately ends on a shocking 
note, complete with incendiary catch phrases 
from both the past election cycle and events that 
helped spark the Black Lives Matter movement. 
Pass Over may not be subtle, but it does feature 
strong performances under the direction of Dan-
ya Taymor. And ultimately, Nwandu’s Pass Over 
emerges from a rightful place of outrage about all 
the unsettling times in which we’re living.
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GayCo Productions, Chicago’s oldest LGBTQ 
sketch comedy troupe, presents GAYWATCH to 
celebrate Pride month. The entirely improvised 
comedy shows are built upon audience sugges-
tions and stories shared by two special guests. 
Life coach Ali FitzSimmons is featured on Fri-
day night, while GayCo co-founder (and actor, 
director, writer and teacher) Andy Eninger ap-
pears on Saturday night in what could be his 
final Chicago performance before he makes 
the move to Los Angeles. GAYWATCH plays at 
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 

24, at the Playground Theater, 3209 N. Halsted 
St. Tickets are $15; call 773-871-3793 or visit 
GayCo.com.  
 caption: Greg Phelps in a publicity shot 
for Gayco Productions’ GaYwaTcH. Pho-
to by casey coppess

SPOTlIghTe

Jon Michael hill in Pass Over.
Photo by Michael brosilow

A newly liberated mother, her transgender child and her 
PTSD-addled son shake up the patriarchy in this absurd 

and surprising look at a reimagined American family.

Previews June 29 – July 5 just $30!
steppenwolf. org  |  312-335-1650

The uproarious, subversive black comedy  
by renowned performance artist 

Taylor Mac

Corporate Production SponsorSupported by a Grant from

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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Gay artist’s works at
MOCA Cleveland

Gay artist Keith Mayerson is holding his first solo mu-
seum exhibtion, “Keith Mayerson: My American Dream,” 
at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) Cleveland 
until Sunday, Sept. 17.

According to MOCA’s website, “Mayerson offers a dis-
tinctive view of the American Dream at a critical mo-
ment in our sociopolitical landscape. Presenting more 
than 100 paintings from a twenty-year body of work, My 
American Dream weaves together famous figures, iconic 
events, inspiring landscapes, and personal experiences 
into a vibrant cosmology.”

As part of the exhibit, Mayerson shows themes of 
queerness and marriage equality. There are also new 
paintings made in relation to Cleveland, such as one 
featuring NBA player LeBron James.

The museum is also holding “Queer Threads: Crafting 
Identity and Community” on June 17. At this event, 

“John Chaich features an international, intergenera-
tional mix of 30 contemporary artists who explore queer 
identity by remixing fiber craft traditions as well as 
the tensions between of art and craft, masculine and 
feminine, gay and straight,” according to the museum’s 
website.

See MOCACleveland.org.

Biker-club play
through June 28 

A new play inspired by the real-life biker club The Si-
rens of NYC (the biker gang that leads the Pride Parade 
in NYC each year), Gorilla Tango’s The Valkyries: Badas-
ses on Bikes is a story concerning queer and trans char-
acters forming their own biker club. 

“Valkyries” is running Wednesdays at 8 p.m. through 
June 28 at Gorilla Tango Theatre, 1919 N. Milwaukee 
Ave; visit GorillaTango.com or call 773-598-4549 for 
tickets and information.

W&CF 
bookstore
makes 
HuffPo list

The Huffington Post has re-
leased a list of 50 of what it 
considers to be the best in-
dependent bookstores in the 
country—and Women & Chil-
dren First made the list.

The Andersonville business 
came in at number seven. Se-
nior reporter Joseph Erbentraut 
wrote, “ Sure, it’s a feminist 
bookstore with a name eerily 
similar to a certain Portlandia 
sketch. But it’s not some carica-
ture. This place has a real heart 
and cares about their neighbor-
hood and city, hosting regular 
community events spotlighting 
both emerging local and estab-
lished international names.”

The only other Chicago book-
store receiving a mention (an 
honorable one) was Myopic 
Books.

Detroit’s John K. King Used 
& Rare Books—which carries 
about 1 million books—topped 
the list. It was followed by Tay-
lor Books in Charleston, West 
Virginia; Literari in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; New York City’s The 
Strand; and Left Bank Books, 
located in St. Louis.
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NOW PLAYING
847-242-6000 | WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG

The Tony Award-winning Musical —  
Best Book and Best Original Score!

SPAMILTON.COM
THE ROYAL GEORGE THEATRE

312.988.9000 | TICKETMASTER.COM
 

“ALTOGETHER BRILLIANT!” 
Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Times Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

“SPAMILTON IS A BLAST.” 

DIRECT FROM NEW YORK, 
THE OFF-BROADWAY SMASH HIT!

SAVE 20% ON GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE AT 
WWW.GROUPTIX.NET OR CALL 773.327.3778

http://www.writerstheatre.org
http://www.thecuckoostheaterproject.com
http://www.lifelinetheatre.com
http://www.eclectic-theatre.com
http://www.spamilton.com
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Michelle Shocked
in town this summer

Controversial singer Michelle Shocked will per-
form three shows at City Winery, 1200 W. Ran-
dolph St., this summer.

The performances form what’s being called a 
“trilogy residency,” with shows focused on the al-
bums Short Sharped Shocked (June 27), Captain 
Swing (Juy 27) and Arkansas Traveler (Aug. 23).

Shocked initially acquired a large lesbian fol-
lowing in the 1990s, and she even came out as 
bisexual in Outlines newspaper (which purchased 
and merged with Windy City Times in 2000). How-
ever, in 2013, she told a San Francisco crowd that 

“God hates fags” and that she lives in fear of 
same-sex marriage. In the wake of that, her tour 
was cancelled and she reportedly tried to have 
the anti-gay rant erased from YouTube (while 
claiming the comments were taken out of con-
text).

The singer often expresses herself on social me-
dia, and even got into an exchange on Twitter in 
which she directed several people to “’Truth VS 
Reality’ with Michelle Shocked (https://vimeo.
com/97973389).” The open letter at this site, 
written by “J.C.,” addresses what the poster calls 
Shocked’s “completely unsubstantiated vilifica-
tion as a ‘homophobe.’”

In part, the letter states, “Michelle Shocked is 
the most morally upright, loving, and ethical hu-
man being I’ve ever met, and those among us who 
believe in the sanctity of the arts in any capacity 
should be devoting a serious amount of our time 
and energy toward rectifying the rampant misin-
formation that relentlessly hounds her.” 

Windy City Times obtained an email in which 
City Winery Marketing Director Dan Conroe said, 

“We understand the outrage that followed Mi-
chelle’s comments on stage in 2013 and we cer-
tainly do not agree with the statements that she 
made. But we do not believe that we should only 
present artists who share our views and we do not 
believe that we should silence artists who make 
controversial statements. 

“We understand that some of her fans (and fans 
of City Winery) will choose not to attend these 
shows and we absolutely respect that. We very 
much appreciate your support of City Winery and 
we do hope that you will join us again soon.”

Tickets are $26-$35 each; visit CityWinery.com.

Lady Gaga at
Wrigley on Aug. 25

Lady Gaga will be traveling the globe with the 
“Joanne” world tour starting Aug. 1 in Vancouver 
and Sept. 22 in Barcelona with a series of concert 
dates throughout Europe and the United Kingdom 
before returning to North America in November 
and December.

Among Gaga’s North American stops are Chi-
cago’s Wrigley Field on Aug. 25, Montreal’s Bell 
Centre on Sept. 4, Philadelphia’s Wells Fargo 
Center on Sept. 10 and Miami’s American Airlines 
Arena on Nov. 30. 

See LiveNation.com and LadyGaga.com.

Art expo announces
DuSable tie-in

Expo Chicago, The International Exposition 
of Contemporary & Modern Art—with the Palais 
de Tokyo in Paris, the Institut francais and The 
DuSable Museum of African American History, in 
partnership with Cultural Services of the French 
Embassy in the United States—announced The 
Roundhouse at the DuSable Museum as the offi-
cial location for a large-scale, off-site exhibition 
project and official program to open in Chicago 
as the kick-off for the sixth edition of the expo, 
which will take place Sept. 13-17.

The first U.S. satellite exhibition of Palais de 
Tokyo, as part of its broader worldwide Hors les 
Murs initiative, will open during Expo Art Week 
on Sept. 12 and run concurrently during the 2017 
Chicago Architecture Biennial (Sept. 16-Dec. 31) 
through Oct. 29.

The exhibition will explore the experience of a 
space and its transformation into an artistic ges-
ture that conducts the viewer’s experience.

See ExpoChicago.com.

ATC play explores
Kerrigan/Harding 

American Theater Company (ATC) concludes 
its 32nd season with the world premiere of Dan 
Aibel’s T., an exploration of the competitive ice-
skating saga involving Nancy Kerrigan and Tonya 
Harding. 

Margot Bordelon directs a cast featuring Guy 
Massey (Al), Leah Raidt (T.), ensemble member 
Tyler Ravelson (Jeff), Kelli Simpkins (Joanne) 
and Nate Whelden (Shawn). T. runs through June 
25.

Admission is $20-$38; call 773-409-4125 or 
visit ATCWeb.org.

Michelle Shocked.
PR photo

For the love of life, self  
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By ANDRew DAviS

If Jason Matheson gets his wish, all eyes of the 
nation will be on him.

Matheson is the openly gay host of The Jason 
Show, a Minnesota-based syndicated series that 
is middle of a four-week test run in four cities, 
including Chicago. The show aims to educate as 
well as entertain—although not necessarily in 
the traditional way. (Who knew that Janet Jack-
son and Matthew McConaughey were once an 
item?)

He recently talked with Windy City Times about 
a wide range of topics, including his husband, 
his show—and the He-Man and She-Ra dolls he 
played with during his childhood.

windy city Times: So, i was going to sit 
down one day and watch Divorce court. All of 
a sudden, i saw you—and i said, “That’s not 
Judge lynn Toler.”

Jason Matheson: [Laughs] Best intro to an in-
terview, ever!

wcT: [Laughs] So tell me about the show—
how it got started. i understand it’s on a four-
week run?

JM: Yes. I’ve worked for Fox, in one capacity or 
another, for almost 15 years. I was an entertain-
ment producer, then I was a flat-out news anchor, 
I hosted a news/entertainment show called The 
Buzz, and then I got a radio show about 10 years 
ago that I still have today [Jason & Alexis].

What happened was that I left Fox for a year 
to just do the radio show, and there was a chang-
ing of the guard at Fox 9. They were looking to 
expand programming and they knew my abilities, 
and that it was a dream of mine. We started de-
veloping it, and it went on the air in the fall of 
2015. At the conclusion of the first season, we 
were told that we were a ratings success here in 
the Twin Cities—and that they wanted to test 
the show in several markets, like what they did 
with Bethenny Frankel and Wendy Williams before 
that.

So we did the test in a variety of cities, al-
though Chicago was not part of that. We did well, 
but we went back to being a regional show. We 
did some tweaks, and they wanted to do another 
test run. So now we’re on our second test run. 
That’s the Reader’s Digest version.

wcT: well, i have to say that i really like the 
show. what would you say sets your show apart 
from the others?

JM: Oh, that really means a lot to me. Thank 
you so much.

As for what sets it apart, you know what? It’s 
perfect that I’m speaking to you about this, but 
what sets it apart is that it’s set in the Midwest, 
like Donahue and, obviously, Oprah. Every other 
show is on a coast. I’m a Midwest boy; I’m from 
Chicagoland and I’ve lived in Minneapolis for 20 
years. My sensibility and approach to things set 
us apart.

We can’t really hang our hat on celebrities at 
this point. So I’m seeing the world through my 
glasses. Other shows feel the same and kinda 
have the same vibe. I was watching WLS before it 
became The Oprah Winfrey Show. So, while other 
kids were playing sports, I was watching Lady O 
and then acting like I was Oprah. 

Andrew, [talk-show success] is like the divorce 
rate and the restaurant rate. If Katie Couric, Jane 
Pauley and Meredith Vieira can’t make it—every-
thing just seems to look the same. We try to be 
a little bit different—and I am a little bit differ-
ent. [Laughs]

wcT: however, you seem very comfortable 
doing it, unlike a couple of the people you 
mentioned.

JM: Thank you—and I agree. This isn’t meant 
to sound arrogant in the least, but I don’t get 
nervous. It just feels very natural. I don’t get 
nervous, although I get excited. I wasn’t play-
ing baseball; I was playing talk-show host. I had 
a lot of years to prepare, thanks to my He-Man 
action figures.

wcT: [Laughs] he-Man? Really?
JM: Yes! Andrew, my favorite show other than 

Oprah were Dallas and Knots Landing. So I would 
take He-Man action figures and play He-Man with 
them—but I also played Dallas and Knots Land-
ing with them. They were my Barbies, and they 
were my pretend guests on my talk show as well. 
I was a child of the ‘80s.

wcT: wait. if you played Knots landing, who 
was Donna Mills?

JM: Donna Mills was She-Ra because she had a 
lot of hair. When Donna got a bob, I cut She-Ra’s 
hair—and I made my mom buy a new one when 
Donna grew her hair back out. Years of therapy 
will eventually get rid of this but, right now, 
yeah.

wcT: i’m not going to make it through this 
conversation. [Both laugh.]  i also love that 
you have segments on your show where you’re 
willing to go outside your comfort zone. 

JM: Andrew, let me tell ya... I love shooting 
them because I have no vanity and it doesn’t re-
ally matter to me. But what you just said is part of 
the answer to your earlier question [about what 
sets the show apart]. I have such admiration for 
Conan O’Brien and David Letterman back in the 
Late Night days (not the CBS years). We try to do 
a little bit of that as well; we’re in Minneapolis-
St. Paul and, again, we can’t get the celebrities.

I’m shooting one tomorrow where I’m doing 
paddleboat yoga. The next day I’m strength-
training with the Minnesota Twins. A Ritz cracker 
has more athletic ability [than me]—both of 
those things are very scary to me.

wcT: would you parachute or do something 
that extreme?

JM: I would not parachute, believe me. 
I have four weeks to make everybody my best 

friend, and I told everyone my three biggest 

fears—and one of them is heights. I don’t bees, 
sharks, heights or black water, and not necessar-
ily in that order. I would not parachute unless 
Oprah was doing it with me or was on the ground 
waiting for me. [Interviewer laughs.]

wcT: is it okay to talk about your private 
life?

JM: Yes! They’re extremely supportive.
wcT: i’m just wondering what your husband 

thinks about the show?
JM: My husband is very supportive. Here, in 

the absence of big celebrities, the local media 
personalities become big celebrities—and, with 
that, my husband is probably the most graceful 
and understanding person. Also, he doesn’t care 
that I can be really moody. 

I do the morning radio show for four hours, I 
have an hour between shows, and then I do the 
talk show; then, I tape pieces for the next day. 
So, by the time I get home, the last thing I want 
to do is talk. But my husband leaves the home 
and gives me time to decompress; that’s why we 
work. He’s the most loving, caring and supportive 
husband; I don’t know why he puts up with me.

wcT: who would your dream guests be? you 
can give me three.

JM: Obviously, number one would be Miss O. 
Number two would be Andy Cohen and I think 
number three would either be David Letterman 
or Howard Stern. I am a huge Stern fan; he’s the 
best celebrity interviewer of our time.

wcT: i totally agree. he gets celebrities to 
say things they normally wouldn’t say.

JM: Absolutely! The thing that’s amazing about 
him is that he’s gotten me to like a celebrity I 
[initially] didn’t like. Katherine Heigl is an ex-
ample of that; Gwyneth Paltrow is another.

wcT: i wanted to ask you about a couple 
hot topics. what are your thoughts about the 
Kathy Griffin situation.

JM: With Kathy, I understand the outrage. Per-
sonally, it did bother me. I don’t do politics on 
either show, but it bothered me. However, after 
the initial apology, I think she shouldn’t have 
held the press conference, although she’ll be fine, 
career-wise. 

I call it the “Paula Deen” thing. Paula apolo-
gized several times and it was, like, “Stop!”

wcT: The ‘90s are back in a big way. have 
you heard about this Monica lewinsky-linda 
Tripp movie that’s headed toward Amazon?

JM: Yeah! When I was a kid, you heard a lot 
about the ‘60s and ‘70s. I think the ‘90s are hip 
now, and you see that with Fuller House—which 
never needed to be created, but that’s a whole 
other conversation. I think the creators of this 
movie are riding the coattails of American Crime 
Story, although Monica and Linda are not neces-
sarily in the same category. 

I’m not surprised it’s happening; it’s titillat-
ing and scandalous, and it’ll be fascinating for 
millennials. I’ll watch it—and I want to see who 
they cast as Linda Tripp. One of my favorite im-
pressions is John Goodman as Linda Tripp. 

wcT: And, lastly, there’s Bachelor in Para-
dise.

JM: What do you expect? You have incredibly 
beautiful people with zero-percent body fat and 
you give them unlimited strawberry daquiris and 
martinis—and you’re shocked when you put them 
in pools and hot tubs and they hook up? It was a 
pressure-cooker waiting to happen.

wcT: lastly, what would you like to ask Pres-
ident Trump?

JM: You know, that’s a great question. I actu-
ally find him fascinating. I would want to know 
if he’s truly enjoying himself and if it’s what he 
expected. I’ll leave politics to Chris Matthews or 
[Sean] Hannity; I like to ask about the personal. 

wcT: you mentioned Knots landing and Dal-
las—but what about Falcon crest?

JM: Yeah .... but if I’m putting my prime-time 
soaps on a scale, it’d be Dallas, Knots Landing, 
Dynasty, The Colbys and, then, Falcon Crest.

The Jason Show airs weekdays at 11 a.m. cT 
on wPwR-50 through Friday, June 30.
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Jason Matheson:
Aiming to make it big

Jason Matheson on the set of The Jason Show.
PR photo
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Tours mark Wright’s
150th birthday

The Frank Lloyd Wright Trust marks the 150th 
anniversary of Frank Lloyd Wright’s birth on June 
8 as it launches its 2017 summer schedule.

Chicago is where Wright spent the first 20 
years of his career during a time when he was 
at his most prolific. The Chicago area has more 
Frank Lloyd Wright buildings than anywhere in 
the world.

The 150th anniversary of Wright’s birth will be 
integrated into the trust’s seasonal tours:

—The Wright Around Chicago guided bus tour 
with expert commentary visits Wright sites in 
Chicago and Oak Park, including Wright’s Oak Park 
Home and Studio and the surrounding historic 
district; the Frederick C. Robie House; and The 
Rookery Light Court, Wright’s remodeling inside a 
historic skyscraper. The day-long tour is offered 
Mondays and—new for 2017—Saturdays, June 
through October. Cost is $150 and $125 for trust 
members. Visit flwright.org/wrightaroundchicago 
for more information.

—With commentary by an expert guide, the 
Pedal Oak Park bicycle tour stops at 21 Wright 
sites in the Frank Lloyd Wright-Prairie School 
of Architecture Historic District. The two-hour 
tour is offered at 9:30 a.m. Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, June through August. Admission is 
$45 ($40 for trust members) and includes bicycle 
rental. Visit flwright.org/pedaloakpark for more 
information.

—Step inside one of Frank Lloyd Wright’s more 
intimate homes on the tour of the Emil Bach 
House in Chicago. Meticulously restored to its 
original 1915 appearance, Emil Bach House is 
open for public tours 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays, May through September. Admis-
sion is $12 adults and $10 for students, seniors 
65 and older and members of the military. Visit 
flwright.org/bachhouse for more information.

—A special for the 150th anniversary of 

Wright’s birth is the Prairie Style Passport. Visit 
three out of six of Wright’s participating Prairie-
style buildings and receive a complimentary tour 
of Wright’s Oak Park Home and Studio. Partici-
pating sites include B. Harley Bradley House in 
Kankakee, Ilinois.; Susan Lawrence Dana House 
in Springfield, Illinois; Darwin Martin House in 
Buffalo, New York; Unity Temple, Oak Park, Illi-
nois (after July 1); Meyer May House in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; and Frederick C. Robie House 
in Chicago. Download the Prairie Style Passport 
at flwright.org/passport.

Internment exhibition
to run in June

Alphawood Gallery, 2401 N. Halsted St., is 
showing “Then They Came for Me: Incarceration 
of Japanese Americans during WWII and the De-
mise of Civil Liberties” in June.

Then They Came for Me will be unveiled in mul-
tiple phases in 2017. It will open with a major 
installation of photographs by several noted U.S. 
photographers, including Ansel Adams and Doro-
thea Lange. Subsequent exhibitions and program-
ming will be announced in coming weeks.

This exhibition follows “Art AIDS America,” 
which was on display at Alphawood Gallery 
through April 2.

‘Mamby’ names
2017 artists

Mamby on the Beach—advertised as “Chicago’s 
only beachside summer music festival”—has an-
nounced the artist line-up for the festival, which 
will take place June 24-25 of Oakwood Beach.

Some of the slated acts include MGMT, Local 
Natives, Walk the Moon, Cut Copy, Thundercat, 
Ravyn Lenae, BJ the Chicago Kid, Phoebe Ryan, 
Sir the Baptist and Windy City Soul Club.

See MambyBeach.com; for tickets, visit Ticket-
Fly.com.

The Frederick c. Robie house.
PR photo by Tim Long
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By TARiNA hARGRAyS 

“It’s not easy but it’s always important to be 
yourself and know yourself; Have a solid and con-
crete understanding of who you are.” 
 This is what Chicago native and rapper, Taylor 
Bennett told Windy City Times is the key to own-
ing your identity. The rapper recently came out as 
bisexual and since then has become the spokes-
person for Urban Outfitters’ (UO) Pride campaign. 
 When asked about his recent campaign with 
UO, Bennett said that it just felt right since he 
and his brother, artist Chance the Rapper grew 
up shopping at Urban Outfitters. According to 
Bennett, UO was the hot place to shop at grow-
ing up. “I got my first pair of skinny jeans from 
Urban Outfitters,” he said with a light laugh, add-
ing that he’s happy to be their spokesperson. 
 Bennett said that deciding to be UO’s spokes-
person felt like “killing two birds with one stone” 
because he gets to wear what he calls “dope 
clothing” and bring awareness to the commu-
nity. (The chain’s digital and in-store campaign 
launched May 30 and will run through the end of 
June.) According to Bennett, all proceeds from 

the campaign go to GLSEN, a nationwide orga-
nization that focuses on improving education 
environments for LGBTQ students in grades K-12. 
Bennett said the mission aligns perfectly with his 
values since he is a prominent community activ-
ist in the LGBTQ community as well as around 
Chicago. 

The rapper’s Chicago pride shone through as he 
talked about his love for Chicago (even recom-
mending Connie’s Pizza on Archer Avenue), say-
ing that if he was from any other city, he wouldn’t 
think he would be the person he is today—even 
going so far to say that every time he’s away he 
misses Chicago immensely. 

Bennett opened up a bit about his experience 
coming out as bisexual and gave some advice to 
LGBTQ youth. He said, “Be yourself. I won’t lie 
and say that it’s easy or there won’t be people 
that say things. Know that there are artists like 
me, and companies like UO, GLSEN and Windy City 
Times. Don’t feel like you’re alone or that you 
don’t have a community that’s willing to accept 
you. Always be yourself.” 

He added that being UO’s spokesperson as a 
Black and bisexual hip-hop artist is a big step for 
the company, adding that he thinks that busi-
nesses are starting to help communities more—
which he considers a big deal. He also discussed 
how there are major companies that are start-
ing becoming more supportive of the LGBTQ and 
hip-hop communities. He mentioned that he is 
close friends with fellow rappers Lil Yatchy and 
Migos (although the latter has been involved in 
some anti-LGBT controversy connected with Katy 
Perry), who Bennett said been accepting of him. 
He added that society is finally getting to the 
place where “you can where what you want to 
wear, talk how you want to talk and be who you 
want to be.” 

Despite Bennett’s hectic life, he said he still 
manages to find the time to rejuvenate and have 
fun with friends and family. When he’s not in stu-
dio or being a voice for the community, Bennett 
said he likes to do normal things that any other 
young person would, including hanging with his 
friends, going to movies and visiting restaurants 
(“typically fun things that I think normal people 
do”). 

Regarding his soaring music career, Bennett 
(whose newest project is the album Restoration 
of an American Idol) said, ”I try not to let this 
get to my head.” He added that he is working on 
new music and said fans can expect “anything 
that can benefit our community; I’m always down 
to do it.” 

Bennett will be at Navy Pier’s 2nd Annual Pier 
Pride—a daylong celebration consisting of ac-
tivities and performances along the lakefront on 
June 24. When asked what fans could expect at 
his upcoming performance, Bennett said, “You 
know, I don’t like giving away too much but it’s 
going to be very exciting.” He did say, however, 
that fans will get to hear some new music from 
him.

Pier Pride will be Saturday, June 24, 12 
p.m.-12 a.m.; visit https://navypier.com/
events/list/ for more information. For more 
information on Bennett, see https://tay-
lorbennett.co/.

These two photos: Taylor Bennett.
Photos by Lyndon French
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Taylor Bennett.
Photo by Lyndon French

Milly’s Orchid Show
‘29 Years and 
Holdin’ July 29

Milly’s Orchid Show celebrates its “29 Years 
and Holdin’” anniversary show at the Park 
West, 322 W. Armitage Ave., on Saturday, 
July 29, at 8 p.m. 

The show will feature Brigid Murphy as 
host Milly May Smithy and band Expo 76. 
Some of the other acts slated to be featured 
include Blue Man Group, Karol Kent’s Cubs 
trilogy, Paula Killen, Marc “Poetry Slam” 
Smith and Robert Cornelius. There will also 
be a special letter from David Sedaris, Milly’s 
back-up dancers the Coal Diggers, the Snack 
Seat and more.

Milly’s Orchid Show is a variety show that 
started Dec. 16, 1987, in the back room of 
Lounge Ax on Lincoln Avenue. In 1990, the 
show moved to the Park West. It is created 
and produced by Murphy, who also hosts the 
show as the wise-cracking country singer 
Milly May Smithy.

Tickets are available at the Park West box 
office and online at http://bit.ly/2rFRjRW.

Sam Kirk designs
ADA-accessible
penthouse

Over the past two years, between art exhi-
bitions, public murals and corporate projects, 
Sam Kirk has been designing a three-story, 
loft-styled, penthouse in Chicago’s River 
North neighborhood.

The penthouse is completely ADA-accessi-
ble, with customizations that allow additions 
to work with the design.

According to a press release, “The walls are 
drenched in vivid color patterns, shimmering 
tiles blending a rustic atmosphere with high-
end luxury, and a custom designed elevator 
opens to the roof deck, allowing natural light 
to pour into the sixth-floor foyer.”

The home, for entertainer Misty Campbell, 
also has a fifth floor with a home office, 
lounge space for meetings and indoor gath-
erings; a sixth floor that’s for family time and 
daily activities; and a seventh floor with a 
master suite with a private roof deck.

Brigid Murphy as Milly.
PR photo
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Nickecia “Nick” Alder is the founder and editor-in-chief of Black 
Girl Fly Magazine as well as co-founder of Party Noire. 

She is a doctoral candidate and researcher, digital content cre-
ator and strategist, engineering online communities and digital 
stories that celebrate the complexities of Black women and girls. 
As a researcher, she interrogates the intersections of media repre-
sentation of Black women and racial and gender identity. 

Nick is a multifaceted creative with a passion for shaping brands 
through strong digital and social media storytelling especially for 
Black millennial women. Her background in community mental 
health and therapeutic practices adds to her toolbox for connect-
ing with people both in physical and digital spaces. 

Did you know? When she is not juggling all of the above, she 
is collecting sneakers, capturing photographs or tweeting her fa-
vorite GIFs.

NIckEcIa “NIck” alDER 

aSHlEY BRaZIl

kIRSTIN BRockENBoRoUgH

caRSEN caSIca 

lISSETTE caSTIllo VIZcaRRa

Ashley Brazil, 28, is the senior career specialist at Chicago House, 
where she works with those affected by HIV, TGNC people and those 
with disabilities to enhance their economic self-sufficiency and im-
prove their health outcomes. 

Ashley is an active leader in the LGBT community. Her involvement 
began volunteering with Affinity Community Services, an organiza-
tion centered on issues affecting Black queer women, supporting 
their programming and becoming an Affinity Leadership Scholar in 
2012. She then went on to support the Center on Halsted in her role 
as an internship coordinator at Adler University. Also while at Adler 
University she worked with area PFLAG groups to expand their reach 
into the South Side of Chicago, and into black and brown communi-

ties. Since graduating from DePaul University in 2011, she has mentored LGBT students as an alumna.
Did you know? Ashley writes for community anthologies and has been included in Voices de Queer 

Femmes, a book being released this year.

Kirstin Brockenborough, 24, is a visual storyteller committed to refram-
ing conversations of Black and brown people’s accessibility to public 
health resources. The Virginia native utilizes digital storytelling as an 
educational tool to promote sex positivity as well as illuminate laws 
that target and criminalize Black people across identity spectrums.

Following her graduation from Columbia College Chicago, Kirstin ac-
cepted a position within the AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s policy and 
advocacy team. Her work as the policy and legislative specialist has em-
powered her to create and produce podcast programming for the orga-
nization’s local and nationally recognized projects such as the Midwest 
HIV Prevention Pregnancy Planning Initiative (MHPPPI), SpeakUP and 
Protect Our Care – Illinois. 

Kirstin is also tied with the Black Youth Project 100 as a digital organizer. She credits the organization 
as an influence to her work within the public health sector, contextualizing critical theory to Chicago’s 
reality. 

Did you know? Kirstin is the founder and currently an active member of the “Whisper Bitches” club.

Carsen Casica has developed BeStrong, an innovative 
physical wellness program for trans/gender-diverse (T/
GD) youth and young adults ages 14-25. 

T/GD youth have limited gym and locker-room 
spaces in which they are welcomed. For those on gen-
der-affirming hormone therapy, it may be difficult to 
identify a personal trainer who is knowledgeable, sup-
portive, and effective in helping them reach physical 
wellness goals. 

Carsen, a certified personal trainer and student 
at DePaul University, consulted with our program’s 
medical and behavioral health teams as he developed 
BeStrong, a 10-session group in which participants 
develop personal wellness goals, increase their knowl-
edge of cardiovascular and weight-training techniques, 
improve nutrition practices, and find peer support. The 
second session began June 17.

Did you know? Carsen is a personal trainer at a fit-
ness facility named for Ray Meyer, who coached men’s 
basketball for 42 years at DePaul University, racking 
up 724 wins. 

Lissette Castillo Vizcarra, 25, is a member of Organized Communities 
Against Deportations, as well as a paralegal/organizer with PASO-
West Suburban Action Project. She has been a part of efforts to pass 
model sanctuary city ordinances in Berwyn and Oak Park, ending col-
laboration between those suburbs and ICE. 

Prior to joining PASO, Lissette also worked with faith communi-
ties seeking to become immigrant-welcoming and sanctuary-offering 
congregations. Lissette came to Chicago for college and graduated 
from the University of Chicago in 2014. She is originally from the 
U.S.-Mexico bordertown of Brownsville, Texas. 

Did you know? She dances best in cowboy boots and most days 
can likely be found at the Jumping Bean Cafe. Also, she just turned 
25 on June 20.
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Jessie Fuentes (she, her, hers), 27, 
is an active organizer in the Hum-
boldt Park community. Fuentes is 
a Puerto Rican lesbian that strives 
to create a more just world for the LGBTQ and Puerto 
Rican Community. Jessie Fuentes is a program director 
of four youth initiatives with the Puerto Rican Cul-
tural Center. Jessie Fuentes also helps organize the 
Puerto Rican LGBTQ contingent for the Pride Parade, 
assists annually to coordinate Vida/SIDA’s Coronation 
(crowing our transgender queen for the Puerto Rican 
Parade), and provides healthy alternatives to LGBTQ 
youth that are experiencing discrimination in their 
homes and community. Jessie believes in the indepen-
dence of Puerto Rico and is the coordinator of National 
Boricua Human Rights Network - the campaign to free 
the last Puerto Rican political prisoner, Oscar Lopez 
Rivera. 

Did you know? Jessie is a fitness addict. She works out six times a week and 
sometimes twice a day! 

Vita E. (they/she), 28, is a Black trans 
femmepoet, percussionist, activist, dis-

ability advocate and educa-
tor from Cleveland, Ohio. 
Their YouTube channel and 
brand, TWOC Poetry, seeks 
to create more realistic rep-
resentation of the identities 
related to and outside Vita’s 
life as a NeuroDivergent 
Black trans femme. She’s cur-
rently a proud member of the 

Chicago Latinx punk band Cabrona, the Chicago BTGNC Collective, 
and the Chicago Chapter of Black Lives Matter. Their response track 
to Janelle Monae, “Hell Y’all Ain’t Talmbout,” was listed by The 
Source as one of the “10 Songs Soundtracking the Black Lives Mat-
ter Movement.” 

Did you know? She’s the youngest of 13, and shares a birthday 
with their twin brother and father. 

Anton io 
Elizondo, 
24, is an 
organizer 
w i t h 
Vives Q and the Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) Coordinator at Howard Brown 
Health Center. 

His activism started as a volunteer at 
Mujeres Latinas en Accion in Pilsen. In 
2013 Antonio co-founded Vives Q, an in-
tergenerational Latinx LGBTQ series that 
highlights the contributions of LGBTQ 
trailblazers. For the past four years, Vives 
Q has been an innovative community hub 
and platform for the Latinx LGBTQ community. 

In 2014 he was one of 25 people to be part of #SpeakOutHIV, a 
national campaign by Greater Than AIDS to confront the silence 
and stigma that still too often surrounds HIV/AIDS. In 2015 he 
began his position between the Center on Halsted and TPAN co-
ordinating a youth outreach program that consisted of weekend 
retreats with built in messages of self confidence and its relation 
to one’s health. In 2016, he was invited by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) to participate in a new social marketing campaign to 
promote HIV testing among his peer group. In 2017 he continues 
his work with Howard Brown Health Center coordinating a CDC 
grant that provides HIV/STI screenings city wide.

Did you know? Antonio loves Rihanna so much he is able to 
tell you the story of her upbringing to the business mogul she has 
become today. 

Bea Cordelia, 24, is an award-winning, Chi-
cago-bred writer, filmmaker, performance 
artist, actor, producer, educator and ac-
tivist whose work uplifts and reimagines 
the narratives of transgender people. Her 
“life-changing” solo show Chasing Blue 
featured in Steppenwolf Theatre’s LookOut 
performance series in February, and last 
summer she made headlines for her law-
suit against the City of Chicago regarding 
its sexist, transphobic ordinance forbid-
ding the exposure of breasts in establish-
ments with liquor licenses. 

Did you know? She is currently work-
ing on the forthcoming web series The T 
with co-creator Daniel Kyri and distributor 
Open TV.

Derrick Clifton, 28, is an award-winning writer 
and speaker whose work often examines the in-
tersections of identity, culture and social issues. 
A proud Chicago native, Derrick’s social justice 
and community engagement efforts took shape 
during high school at Payton College Prep, where 
they led both the Queer-Straight Alliance and a 
nationally competitive policy debate team. Der-
rick attended Northwestern University as a Point 
Foundation Scholar and was named a “Senior to 
Watch” in 2012 based on their campus journalism 
and nonprofit work.

Derrick went on to forge careers in media and 
communications, with reporting, commentary 
and news analysis that has appeared at various 
outlets, including NBC News, Vox, Quartz, The 
Root and (yes) Windy City Times. Their writing 
on social issues in Chicago earned the 2016 Na-
tional Association of Black Journalists Award for 
Newspaper Commentary, as well as a 2017 Peter 
Lisagor Award from the Society of Professional 
Journalists - Chicago. Derrick has an MSJ from the 
Medill School of Journalism and currently works 
in corporate communications for a Fortune 100 
company, while pursuing creative writing projects 
and drafting a memoir.

Did you know? Derrick took longer than most 
toddlers to start talking and their first word was 
“Jesus.” And so began a journey toward excessive 
talking detentions in grade school and a mouth 
that could send censors into a frenzy. 

Shea Coulee, 28, is quickly becoming a drag 
legend with only six years under his belt as 
of July 2017. Originally from Warsaw, Indi-
ana, Jaren Shea Merrell went to Columbia 
College studying costume design. 

After watching RuPaul’s Drag Race on 
TV, Shea was inspired to start performing 
in drag and auditioned for five years final-
ly landing on the ninth season of the hit 
show. Shea slayed the competition week af-
ter week and is currently a final contestant. 

Experience in the Windy City has paid off 
with Queen! events at Smart Bar and Nev-
erland circuit parties taking place around 
Chicago. Talented at lip-synching, Shea 
now performs at venues across the globe 
for millions of fans. 

Coulee continues to build a brand at 
SheaCoulee.com. The future looks bright 
with makeup tutorials on YouTube, creat-
ing, as well as starring, in an indie movie 
Lipstick City with Chicago’s LGBT commu-
nity, and a fierce new dance track called 
“Cocky” featuring Lila Star and The Vixen, 
and produced by Jeremiah Meece.  

Did you know? Shea means “beautiful 
boy” in Swahili. 

Angelica D’Souza (she/her), 24, grew up in Canada and moved to 
Chicago to study at Loyola University, graduating with a BA honors 
in history. 

She is a proud multiethnic, multilingual, binational queer femme 
and the only child of two immigrant feminist scientists. The com-

plexity of occupying the spaces in between—of living in the hyphen—has called her to 
seek to build spaces where people from diverse communities can find common ground. 

Currently, Angie serves as the LGBTQ and hate crime victim specialist for the Cook 
County state’s attorney’s office, where she spends most of her time providing advocacy 
and support to folks coming into contact with the criminal legal system as victims of 
a crime. 

As part of her work, she is actively involved in community engagement efforts in 
diverse communities throughout Cook County. Previously, she has worked throughout 
the Chicagoland area in domestic violence and sexual assault services, and in efforts to 
eliminate discrimination and bias-motivated violence. 

When she’s not working, you can find Angie watching Netflix and cuddling with her 
rescue cat, at a local watering hole with her pals, or exploring the city with her super-
rad partner. 

Did you know? Angie is a major foodie and loves to try out new recipes on her 
friends, especially when she can combine different flavors into the ultimate fusion dish. 

BEa coRDElIa DERRIck clIfToN

SHEa coUlEE
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Justin Koziatek, 29, is a non-profit leader who lends a spirit of energy, 
enthusiasm, creativity and compassion to his role as corporate and vol-
unteer engagement specialist at the AIDS Foundation of Chicago. 

Born in Michigan, Justin obtained two bachelor degrees in nutritional 
science and food science from Michigan State University, then started his 

career in the quality control areas of the food and pharmaceutical industries. As fate would 
have it, his world got shaken up in a fabulous way. 

Justin made the move to Chicago and was ready to embrace his authentic self. He came 
out publicly at the age of 25, and his approach to career and community coalesced around 
LGBTQ rights soon after moving. Before being welcomed warmly to the AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago staff, he had immersed his personal time in Chicago’s Human Rights Campaign as 
steering committee co-chair, volunteer engagement co-chair and gala volunteer coordinator 
since phone banking for Illinois marriage equality in 2013. Simultaneously, for over three 

years, he has held leadership positions as race co-director, president and board member with Proud To Run. He maintains 
focus on creating meaningful change.

Did you know? Justin loves to tap dance. Starting at the ripe old age of 4, he practiced until the age of 14, stopping 
due to a fear of being bullied. The good news is that he has picked it back up and has been taking classes at Second City 
Training Center. Look out, Gene Kelly!

Latonya Maley, 29, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. She is the middle of four 
daughters raised in an unintentionally feminist home by a strong, sensi-
tive, intimidating mother and an artistic, calm and grounding father. She 
attended public Montessori schools from kindergarten to 12th grade and 
was class president. Her experience with Montessori public school educators 
taught her the value of questioning everything, consentual hugs, working with animals and 
community meetings. 

After a brief internship at the CDC in Atlanta, she moved to Chicago in 2010 and earned 
a Master’s in public health from UIC. During her studies Latonya worked with Chicago Public 
School students, teaching sex education, epidemiology and facilitating public health clubs. 
In 2011, she was awarded the Bevier Global Health Fellowship that supported her field study 
in community based HIV prevention in rural Ghana. After returning to the States, Latonya 
focused on community-based public health HIV/STI interventions centering Black, Latinx 
and LGBTQ populations. 

She has continued to further her practice by rising through Howard Brown from part-time 
research assistant to her current role as director of the Broadway Youth Center (BYC). Lead-
ing youth services at Howard Brown is the perfect polyamorous marriage of her commitments 
to social justice, health equity, emotional growth and fun! If there is one thing you can do 
to support Tonya in her next steps, please ask her when she will get the BYC podcast up and running!

Did you know? Latonya is an Aquarius, a secretive sci-fi/fantasy writer, righteously vegan and is a parent to a femme 
crew of rescue cats and a dog.

Becca Hofrichter, 28, is 
a licensed clinical social 
worker, and has been 
working as an adult ally 
with youth experiencing 
unstable housing since 2010. 

Beginning her role as a youth ally with Teen 
Living Programs, Becca at some point worked in 
almost every program with the agency, but found 
a real calling to street and community based out-
reach. Most recently, Becca joined Center on Hal-
sted in October 2015 to support the design and 
implementation of the Youth Housing Initiative, 
which currently offers 10 youth ages 18-25 apart-
ment style housing. As a Queer, femme-identified 
clinician; Becca hopes to pursue more clinically 
focused work in her future while still approaching 
her work from a place of authenticity, advocacy, 
and action. 

Outside of work, Becca is learning American Sign 
Language, loves baking and gardening, is an avid record collector, and makes jew-
elry. 

Did you know? Becca collects oddities such as taxidermy, bones and teeth.

Antonio Gutierrez, 28, is a queer gender non-conform-
ing undocumented immigrant from Guadalajara, Mexico. 
Antonio has lived in Chicago for more than 16 years 
after immigrating to the United States to reunite with 
family members. Antonio is a graduate from the Illinois 
Institute of Technology with a Bachelor’s of Architec-
ture (B.Arch.).

After graduating in 2012, Antonio joined the immi-
grant-rights movement as an organizer with the Immi-
grant Youth Justice League (IYJL), an undocumented-
led organization. Antonio has engaged in and remains active in collective organizing 
of community events such as fundraising programs, mass marches, national retreats, 
city-wide ordinance campaigns and civil disobediences. 

Antonio is one of the co-founders of the Autonomous Tenants Union (ATU), an 
all-volunteer anti-displacement organization in the City of Chicago. Antonio is a 
member of the steering committee of Organized Communities Against Deportation 
(OCAD), an undocumented-led group that fights deportations and criminalization 
of Black, brown and immigrant communities in Chicago. Antonio is the Director of 
Operations for Community Activism Law Alliance, a social justice legal organization 
that promotes lawyers and communities working together for social change. 

Did you know? Antonio is also a steering board member of the National Right to 
the City Alliance.

Roberto Mendez, 27, is a Latino Chicago native. He was born and raised 
in Logan Square/Humboldt Park, and was awarded a leadership scholar-
ship that allowed him to attend Pomona College in Claremont, Califor-
nia, on a full ride. He returned to Chicago after graduating college, and 
began to explore the various ways to give back to the communities that 
shaped and guided him. He identified the intersections of race and sexual/gender identity as 
his passion and decided to contribute to the local Latino and LGBTQ communities of Chicago.

Roberto knew about 40 percent of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ. Therefore, in 2014, he 
began working as the information and referral specialist at La Casa Norte, a nonprofit agency 
that assists youth and families confronting homelessness. Recently he has transitioned roles 
and now is one of the development associates and primarily manages the volunteer program. 

Around the same time, he was introduced to the Association of Latino/as Motivating Ac-
tion, an organization that has been around for more than 26 years fighting for the rights of 
the Latino LGBTQ community by advocating for fairness and equality and affirming Latino 
LGBTQ culture. He joined its youth advisory board and has dedicated three years to providing 
safe spaces and advocating for Latino LGBTQ youth. 

Did you know? Roberto’s favorite author is James Baldwin, and he has read Giovanni’s 
Room every year for the past six years.

aNToNIo gUTIERREZ
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H. Melt is a poet and artist whose work proudly documents 
Chicago’s queer and trans communities. Their writing has 
appeared many places including In These Times, The Off-
ing, and Them, the first trans literary journal in the United 
States. They are the author of The Plural, The Blurring 

(Red Beard Press 2015) and editor of Subject to Change: Trans Poetry and Conver-
sation (Sibling Rivalry Press 2017). H. Melt co-leads Queeriosity at Young Chicago 
Authors and works at Women and Children First, Chicago’s feminist bookstore. 

Did you know? Lambda Literary awarded them the Judith A. Markowitz Award for 
Emerging LGBTQ Writers in 2017.

H. MElT

Mahdia Lynn (she, her, hers), 29, is the 
director of Masjid al-Rabia—a new women 
centered, LGBTQIA+-affirming mosque in 
Chicago. A writer, educator and organizer, 
Mahdia is a prolific advocate for LGBTQIA+ 
Muslims on a local and international lev-
el. As a disabled bisexual Muslim woman 
of trans experience, Mahdia can also be 
found striving every day towards disabil-
ity power, economic and racial justice, 
prison abolition and trans liberation. 

Did you know? Mahdia is currently one 
of three transgender women in the world 
(and the only one in the western hemi-
sphere) to lead a mosque.

MaHDIa lYNN 
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Jes Scheinpflug, MSW, 29, is an advo-
cate for social and economic justice 
issues, including racial equity, LGBTQ-
IA rights, fair and affordable housing, 
living wage, police/prison abolition 
and immigration reform. Jes values grassroots organizing 
with individuals and communities, with a belief that collab-
oration and solidarity are necessary for true [r]evolution. 

Jes is a returned Peace Corps volunteer who served in 
Togo during 2010-2012, and is an AmeriCorps alum. They 
received their BSW from Illinois State University and their 
MSW from Loyola University Chicago. Jes and the team at 
TransWorks just created Infinite Genders, a poetry book 
that shares experiences of trans, nonbinary and gender nonconforming individuals.

Jes is currently the development director for Nothing Without a Company, encouraging 
marginalized people to embrace their creativity and serves as on the Board of Directors 
for Expanding Lives, a nonprofit that empowers West African girls who are the first in their 
family to attend high school.

Did you know? Jes loves Chicago so much, they’ve lived in the city on and off for more 
than 20 years.

Taylor Nys, 26, was born in Superior, Wisconsin, and 
has a cute dinosaur tattoo. They double majored in 
Gender, Women’s, and Sexuality Studies and Sociology 
at Grinnell College located in a tiny, but beautiful, 
cornfield in Iowa. Taylor has been working and vol-
unteering at social services since they were 18. Most 
recently, Taylor has worked at the AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago and Sarah’s Circle.

Taylor’s passion is creating supportive, nonjudg-
mental spaces to work collaboratively with people to 
define and make steps towards their goals. Taylor has 
helped create several working groups to address trans 
inclusion and safety in programming and staffing. They 
believe deeply in harm reduction and trauma-informed 
care, and have successfully advocated for the removal 
of a drug-free policy in a residential setting.

In their free time, Taylor spends a lot of time outside 
with trees and thinking about how cool root systems 
are. Taylor loves to volunteer with the Openlands pro-
gram that provides community grants for tree planting 

across Chicago. They also love to cuddle their four cloud (cat) kids and make food with their 
partner, Marlo.

Did you know? Taylor had surgery on their tear duct as a kid and can breathe out of their 
eye socket. When they were on the swim team in high school, they had a hard time keeping 
on their goggles.

Vince Pagán, 28, is a native Chicagoan, small business owner, activist, 
consultant and storyteller. 

Since returning to his hometown after receiving a BA in drama from 
Ithaca College, he has worked as a teaching artist at organizations across 
the city, including The Goodman Theatre. In 2014, Vince started working 
with Morten Group, LLC, national Chicago-based consulting firm special-
izing in organizational development and racial equity workshops and ac-
tion planning. Since beginning as a project assistant, Vince has grown to 
a consulting associate capacity and racial equity trainer. In 2016, Vince 
was a subcommittee co-chair for the National LGBTQ Task Force’s Creating 
Change Conference, which was hosted in Chicago.

Vince is also a writer and a company member with 2nd Story, a Chicago-
based storytelling company whose belief is that stories can change the 
world, where he is a storyteller and curator. He is also a company member 
with For Youth Inquiry, a project of Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health. 
He is also a volunteer with the Illinois Safe Schools’ Alliance, and is very 
excited to be joining them for Action Camp this year!

Last year, Vince made the decision to take his two passions—social 
justice and baking—and marry them together to establish Vince the Baker. 

Vince the Baker’s future mission will focus around creating opportunities for (1) practical training for young people 
interested in pursuing entrepreneurship and/or baking; and (2) providing workshops and training for the public in 
baking skills and de-colonizing the food that we make, eat and share with each other. More information is at www.
vincethebaker.com.

Did you know? Vince has seen every episode of the Great British Bake Show more than three times! His favorite 
contestant was Nadiya, who made him cry twice.

Eileen Pagan, 26, is a boricua queer boi (with an i) from the south and 
uses they/them pronouns. 

Eileen recently graduated from Adler University with a double masters 
degree in art therapy and mental health counseling and began their career 
at Center on Halsted with the youth department. During their time there, 
they created a Clinical Youth Training Program that aims to support LGBTQ 
youth experiencing homelessness. Rooted in Southern community organiz-
ing and social justice, Eileen recently made a giant leap to Atlanta and 
is currently working as an art therapist at the National Youth Advocate 
Program building LGBTQ competency in the foster-care system. 

Did you know? When Eileen was younger, they auditioned for the show 
ALL THAT! Clearly, their career went a different path.

Ilene Palacios is a contributing editor of Gozamos, a nonprofit Latinx 
online publication and media collective. She is also co-manager of 
community, art and culture space, Cultura in Pilsen. 

In 2016, Ilene co-organized that year’s edition of Vives Q, a Latinx 
LGBTQ series that featured six transgender trailblazers, and that au-
tumn she joined local activists to travel to Standing Rock Prayer Camp 
in North Dakota to stand in solidarity with the water protectors fight-
ing against the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline. This year, 
she continues this work and organized Vives Q: Labs, a series of LGBTQ 
workshops and panels that focused on topics of immigration rights, 
bi+ inclusion, transgender rights and domestic violence. 

Did you know? Ilene is a huge Harry Potter nerd and reads the book 
series every night before bed. 

C. Russell Price (they/them), 28, is an Appalachian genderqueer 
punk writer originally from Virginia but now lives on the north 
side of Chicago.

Their creative nonfiction and poetry has been published in 
Lunch, Story Club Magazine, Nimrod International, Court Green, 
The HIV Here and Now Project, and elsewhere. Their chapbook 
Tonight, We Fuck the Trailer Park Out of Each Other was released 
last summer by Sibling Rivalry Press and is under consideration 
for the 20th Annual Library of Virginia Literary Awards. They are 
a Literary Death Match Champion and a Lambda Fellow in Poetry. 
Russell teaches poetry at Northwestern University and with mar-
ginalized groups across Chicago. 

Did you know? C. Russell Price plays acoustic rap/pop mashups 
on the piano. You can find them on a random Tuesday playing at 
Uncommon Ground’s open mic. 

Avi Roque, 28, (they/them/theirs) grew up in San 
Francisco, received their B.A. in theater from Califor-
nia State University- Fullerton, and moved to Chicago 
to nurture their artistic spirit. Today, Avi is proud to 
say that they are a multidisciplinary artist and a Latinx 

gender non-conforming/trans individual who is constantly explor-
ing transformation and discovery of self through devising new 
works and simultaneously breathing life into the words of others. 

Avi loves theater and they recently appeared in Men On Boats 
at American Theater Company, under the direction of Will Davis. 
They have also worked with other Chicago theaters such as The 
Goodman, on several staged readings and a workshop production 
of Mother Road by Octavio Solis. You may have also seen them as 

Joan in a reading of Saint Joan, by George Bernard Shaw, at Writers Theatre in association 
with The Chicago Inclusion Project. Avi has also worked with a few storefront theaters and 
is a company member with Collaboraction, First Floor Theater, and Pride Films and Plays. 
They also served as a co-deviser on a piece titled [Trans]formation with The Living Canvas 
and Nothing Without A Company.

Avi is hoping that more stories are written to reflect those who are trans, genderqueer, 
non-binary, agender and gender non-conforming. They also would love to do more TV/film 
and were really excited to get cast as George, a trans person, in Matthew Aaron’s Indie 
Comedy Landline that premiered this year. 

Did you know? Avi loved (and still loves) musicals, including Disney’s Newsies (the 
movie) and dressed up as a Newsie for Halloween in first grade.
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Carolyn Wahlskog, 28, is a licensed clinical social worker 
for two youth organizations: 360 Youth Services and 
Youth Outlook. 

For the last six years, Carolyn has worked with Youth 
Outlook, an agency that supports LGBTQ+ youth across 
DuPage, Kane, DeKalb, LaSalle, Whiteside and suburban 
Cook counties. She currently serves as the Community 
Education and Gender Programming Manager and sup-
ports trans and gender expansive youth ages 12 to 25 
through the Transcend Drop-In Center. 

Carolyn is also the senior program manager at 360 
Youth Services’ Transitional Housing Program for LGBTQ+ 
youth experiencing homelessness. In addition to these 
roles, Carolyn is the co-chair of the DuPage Community Network: Professionals Serving LGBTQ+ Youth, 
a volunteer with Transformative Justice Law Project’s Name Change Mobilization and a member of the 
Linden Oaks Behavioral Health’s Transgender Taskforce which is working to change the culture of the 
hospital to be safe and affirming to trans and gender-expansive patients. 

Did you know? Carolyn has a passion for podcasts, donuts and her poodle, Ole. Also, her ultimate 
goal is to open a bagel shop as that was her favorite job in college. (Shout out to Bloomington Bagel 
Company!) 

Rae Chardonnay Taylor, 29, is 
a DJ and arts administrator 
with a background in events 
management and produc-
tion. 

She began DJing in 2010 and has since held residencies at 
venues in Chicago including Underground Wonder Bar and The 
Promontory and has circulated many private and public events 
to share her musical styling techniques. She is the founder 
of Black Eutopia, a series of popup programming intended to 
cultivate space for marginalized communities. She is also a 
co-founder of Party Noire and #trapyogaparty. 

Rae utilizes her passion for activism to create community 
outreach and development strategies through event coordina-
tion. Her involvement in programs at the Museum of Contem-
porary Art, Stony Island Arts Bank, School of the Art Insti-
tute and Soho House Chicago have catapulted her career in 
unimaginable ways. She is dedicated to encouraging a life of 
open-minded learning and expression. musical explorations 
include house from around the world, soul, funk, disco, hip-
hop and R&B.

Did you know? Rae was recently noted as Chicago’s Best DJ 
by the Chicago Reader—and she is dedicated to making backs 
sweat on the dance floor.

Milo Vieland (he/him), 24, was born in New York City and 
raised in the Midwest. He graduated from Oberlin College with 
a B.A. in comparative American studies before moving to Chi-
cago in 2014. 

Milo was a volunteer at the Transformative Justice Law 
Project, working on the Hidden Expressions zine and helping 
organize Trans Day of Remembrance events. Milo also began 
volunteering at After Hours drop in night for trans and gen-
der non-conforming people at Howard Brown Health, where 
he is now a medical case manager. He helps people navigate 
healthcare systems and advocates for healthcare access for 
trans people and people living with HIV. Milo presents on 
trans health advocacy and quality healthcare, most recently 
at the Midwest LGBTQ Health Symposium, the National Trans 
Health Conference in Atlanta, and the HRSA end+disparities 
Learning Exchange.

Did you know? Milo is an avid fan of Friday Night Lights—
the book, the TV series, and the film.

Alicia Williams, 29, was born in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, and raised in Richmond, Virginia. 

Her summers as a child were spent on the 
South Side of Chicago, where her love for the 
city blossomed. In 2006, she relocated to the 
Chicago area with her mother. After graduating 
from Ithaca College with a degree in politics, 
she joined Americorps, where she worked with 
Chicago’s immigrant community. 

Since then she has solely worked with com-
munity-based organizations that provide direct 
service to Chicago’s communities of color. Cur-
rently, she is working at Howard Brown Health 
in Englewood engaging residents in healthcare 
they deserve on their terms.

Did you know? Alicia spent a semester of 
college abroad in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where she worked with an organizing group of 
Black Argentines who were fighting to get their 
ethnic identity added to the census. They were 
successful one year after she returned to the 
United States.

Connor Williams, 25, is 
a clinical social worker 
and therapist cur-
rently working as the 
behavioral health pro-
gram coordinator for 
Care2Prevent—a com-
prehensive HIV/AIDS 
treatment and preven-
tion program through 
the University of Chicago—and as a staff therapist 
for IntraSpectrum Counseling in the Andersonville 
neighborhood. After finishing his bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from the University of Colorado, Con-
nor moved to Chicago to pursue graduate education 
at the School of Social Service Administration at the 
University of Chicago. 

Throughout his career, Connor has focused on 
HIV/AIDS prevention and care, primarily working 
with LGBTQ young people and youth experiencing 
homelessness in Denver and Chicago. Among many 
other things, Connor is passionate about creating 
spaces that honor the narratives and personal jour-
neys of his clients, believing deeply in a philoso-
phy of social work and therapeutic practice that is 
client-centered and social justice-oriented. 

Connor recently completed the Fellowship Program 
through the Chicago Center for Psychoanalysis, and 
finished the beginning year training through the 
Somatic Experiencing Trauma Institute. In the com-
ing years, he hopes to pursue doctorate education 
in order to further explore and develop innovative 
approaches to HIV/AIDS prevention, with specific 
focus on approaches that cultivate the physical, 
emotional and spiritual health of LGBTQ-identified 
individuals. 

Did you know? Connor and his partner, Keith, are 
obsessed with Harry Potter. For their wedding, they 
had photos taken of them on broomsticks while they 
chased around a golden snitch. 

Kevin Strowder, 29, ventured to Chicago in 2010 to 
live in community and serve with 13 unique indi-
viduals from around the country—all compelled to 
give a year of service in AmeriCorps. After building 
meaningful relationships with some resilient young 
people in the city, it became evident why support-
ing youth would take shape as a personal mission 
for Kevin. This led to completion of another year in 
service with Public Allies Chicago, an eye-opening 
encounter with a multitude of organizations in the 
nonprofit sector, and a newfound journey around 
navigating the mission-driven efforts in which Kev-
in strongly believes. 

Over the next seven years, Kevin’s work would 
span the spectrum of youth development, strategic 
partnership and civic engagement. As the current 
program manager for a thriving nonprofit designed 
to reshape the educational platform for young peo-
ple here in the city, the plan is to dream bigger and 

push even harder. 
Upon completion of a master’s degree in organization development this fall, Kevin will resume the 

work which calls him to act on purpose, and unremittingly uplift the folks rarely offered a seat at the 
table. 

Did you know? It is a life goal of Kevin’s to someday appear on Wheel of Fortune as a dynamic pair 
with his mama. Also, she has always been his champion.
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Liz Baudler, 26, 
never thought 
she’d be a journal-
ist—her degree 
from Columbia Col-
lege Chicago is in 
fiction writing. 

However, Liz 
realized she was 
decades from writ-
ing a novel and 
started talking to 
authors instead; 
occasionally, that’s 
earned her money. 
She joined Windy 
City Times as a 
freelance writer in 
2014. Career highlights include stories about LG-
BTQ health and psychology as well as interview-
ing musician Amanda Palmer. Liz also co-hosts 
Sappho’s Salon, a monthly performance series at 
Women and Children First Bookstore for women, 
trans and non-binary artists, and has told stories 
herself at Outspoken, Loose Chicks and Fillet of 
Solo, among others.

 Currently, Liz works with the National LGBT 
Media Association, a coalition of 12 regional 
LGBT newspapers of which Windy City Times is a 
member. This helps her indulge her loves of so-
cial media, journalism and LGBTQ history. From 
2013 to 2016, Liz delivered lectures on current 
and past LGBTQ scientists at both Columbia Col-
lege and Chicago’s Museum of Science and In-
dustry. Her future plans include sharpening her 
journalism skills by covering LGBTQ advertising 
and marketing, reading lots of queer writing and 
publishing her poetry chapbook. 

Did you know? Liz’s non-writing jobs involved 
feeding giraffes, holding lizards and giving tours 
on a real WWII German submarine. She’s worked 
at Brookfield Zoo and the Museum of Science and 
Industry. 
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Dylan Geick, 18, has only been an openly gay 
member of the LGBTQ community for a year now, 
and it’s been the best year of his life. He was 
an all-American and all-state-winning wrestler 
at Stevenson High School, compiling an 86-8 
record.

“I didn’t realize how connected and supportive 
the LGBT community is,” Dylan told Windy City 
Times in a March profile. “From the moment I 
came out, there was outreach from so many peo-
ple, [offering] guidance and advice. It surprised 
me how much people cared in a positive way, how 
much they really wanted to help me.

“To the kids in the closet who are worried 
[about coming out], there is such a huge com-
munity that wants to help, and that was pretty 
surprising to me.”

Did you know? Dylan is now committed to at-
tend Columbia University and will wrestle in Divi-
sion I. 

Adam Davies, 19, grew up in Appleton, Wiscon-
sin. 

He is currently an undergraduate student at 
Northwestern University studying biology and 
aocial policy. He hopes to continue on to be a 
university professor and pursue research involv-
ing the transgender community.

At Northwestern, Adam has two main passions: 
speaking out against sexual violence and

advocating for transgender students. Adam is a 
vocal survivor presence on campus where he has

spoken multiple times about the intersections 
of queer identities and sexual assault.

In response to a letter written by the dean of 
students that Adam felt halfheartedly pledged to 
assist transgender students, he realized it was 
time to take action to make the university ac-
countable to be a safe space for its transgen-
der community. He currently works closely with 
University administration and staff in order to 
achieve gender-affirming healthcare, restroom 
facilities and correct pronoun usage for all stu-
dents.

He hopes that, in the future, transgender stu-
dents who go to Northwestern will not have to 
face the

struggles he did and can be empowered to be 
leaders for the transgender community. In ad-
dition, he hopes to assist Northwestern in be-
coming an example for other schools on how to 
provide

necessary resources for their transgender stu-
dents.

Did you know? Adam performs on campus as 
his amateur drag character—“ Dick NU” (pro-
nounced “in you”)—actively mocking ideas of 
toxic masculinity at Northwestern.

Artem Kolesov, 23, is originally from Saint Peters-
burg, Russia. 

He began his violin studies at the age of 6 with 
renowned violinist Natalya Maximenko; he soon 
after was launched as a young prodigious talent 
and performed throughout Russia. Later, Artem 
went on to study with Professor Irina Chichina. 
At 12, he won first prize at the International 
Violin Competition in Tallinn, Estonia. Thereafter, 
he took first prize at the Freiburg International 
Violin Competition in Germany and was awarded a 
government prize as the most outstanding young 
violinist in Saint Petersburg, Russia (2009). He 
has performed several times as a soloist with the 
renowned Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orches-
tra. One of those performances was recorded, 
and at the age of 16 Artem was invited to study 
with Philippe Djokic at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax, Canada. Artem now lives in Chicago and 
studies violin with Almita Vamos. 

In March 2017 Artem came out to his family, 
and later posted a video on YouTube where he 
shared his experience of growing up gay in a Pen-
tecostal family. His coming-out story was pub-
lished by BuzzFeed, CNN, NPR, Windy City Times 
and other media outlets in order to highlight the 
issue of treatment of the LGBT community in Rus-
sia and Chechnya. 

Did you know? Due to an anti-gay propaganda 
law, Artem’s coming-out video put him at risk of 
arrest if he returns to Russia.
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A whirlwind of fun awaits in Chicago this June 
as Back Lot Bash, Chicago’s most attended wom-
en’s festival taking place every Pride, is readying 
to celebrate its 14th anniversary. 

Founded in 2004 by Amie Klujian and Chris-
tina Wiesmore, the “hottest, most rockin’ festival 
for queer women” will happen this year over two 
weekends: June 16, and June 23-25.

Showcasing local and emerging talent as well 
as established performers of different genres, 
Back Lot Bash highlights unity, equality and in-
clusiveness in an environment that is festive and 
celebratory of everyone in the community.

An outdoor women’s festival in Chicago’s An-
dersonville neighborhood, Back Lot Bash is pro-
duced and sponsored by women, for women. It 
stands out among other lesbian events across the 
nation for its unique ability to maintain an inti-
mate feel while drawing thousands of attendees.

Since 2004, the event has grown from a sin-

gle-day event to a 4-day weekend party drawing 
thousands of people from all over the midwest 
and across the U.S. 

Co-founders Wiesmore and Klujian strive to 
bring the community together, to showcase 
emerging and established talent and to be active 
citizens by helping to raise money for community 
organizations.

This year the Bash will be raising funds for Or-
ganized Chaos, an organization with a mission to 
support philanthropic endeavors in all communi-
ties (while reaching out to empower a community 
of diverse women through rides, charity events, 
Pride events and education).

The entertainment lineup includes Whitney 
Mixter, Madison Paige, Sea and Gunn (Daniela Sea 
and Gunn Lundemo), Bria and Chrissy, Catfight, 
JD Samson, Kiyomi Valentine, DJ Goodboy and 
Tory Whodat, among others.

For more info,visit BackLotBashChicago.com.

Back Lot Bash to
include top women’s
pride talent

JD Samson, who is slated to be part of this year’s Back lot Bash.
PR photo
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The anticipated
debut novel from

Monika M.
Pickett

Available 
on Amazon Kindle, 

Nook and 
all Apple devices 

starting June 9.

Papaerback purchases
 can also be made at 

www.PrettyBoyBlue.com

Representing the “best of the best” in LGBT media, with 
over a million readers weekly in print and online.

212-242-6863
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www.nat ional lgbtmediaassociat ion.com
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By ANDRew DAviS

Dominick Dunne’s life was about much more than 
his articles for Vanity Fair and coverage of trials 
such as O.J. Simpson’s.

In the book Money, Murder, and Dominick 
Dunne, writer Robert Hofler takes readers through 
the fascinating life of the late producer/author/
trial reporter/journalist, presenting a man who 
was fascinated by everything from crime to social 
constructs—including public views on celebrities 
and Dunne’s own sexual orientation.

Holfer covered all these topics and more in an 
extended, but always intriguing, conversation. 

windy city Times: This book is very absorb-
ing. what drew you to Dominick Dunne as a 
subject?

Robert Hofler: I had written this book, Sex-
plosion, that was set from 1968 to 1972; it was 
about the filmmakers, novelists and people like 
that who broke the taboos regarding sex. I was 
looking for another book to do, and I had a cou-
ple other proposals that were looking back over 
subjects like that and, frankly, the publishing 
world didn’t want them. 

I was reading the newspaper one day and the 
name “Dominick Dunne” came up; I immedi-
ately thought that was a real roller-coaster of a 
ride. I’m always looking for that dramatic roller-
coaster, as opposed to someone who’s just very, 
very successful. I honestly don’t think that David 
Geffen and Scott Rudin are roller-coaster rides, 
although they’re very, very successful.

I interviewed Dominick twice, but they were 
very, very focused interviews; one was for a fea-
ture I did at Variety (in which he talked about 
how the movie Now, Voyager affected his life) 
and the other was for the Allan Carr book I did. 
I didn’t know at that time that [Dunne] had this 
really low period and that he reinvented himself 
as a writer. That’s what attracted me to him. 

Also, all three of the books I’ve done have been 
about gay men. Not only do I identify with it, 
but there’s something about that particular gen-
eration of men who came of age pre-Stonewall. 
You already have conflict because there’s conflict 
with society at large; they’re a minority within 
a majority. But I find that, for them, there’s a 
conflict within themselves—and I think that has 
to do with the fact that [gay people] are the only 
minority group that’s in conflict with their own 
family.

wcT: Researching Dominick, i came across—
more than once—where son Griffin Dunne ac-
knowledged his father’s bisexuality. you state 
that Dominick was gay. could he have been 
bisexual, sexually fluid or beyond labels?

RH: Griffin did give some interviews promoting 

Dominick’s book Too Much Money, which was pub-
lished posthumously. In Too Much Money, Domi-
nick had a character named Gus Bailey—which 
was a name he put in for himself. He was some-
one who had a daughter who was killed, who had 
two sons and who had an ex-wife with multiple 
sclerosis. 

My understanding was that Griffin and Domi-
nick did not have a conversation about his ho-
mosexuality. When it gets to the whole bisexual 
thing and Kinsey, the shock about Dominick is 
that, in his private papers, he wrote about per-
forming oral sex on adult men when he was 8 or 
9. That’s very sophisticated for an 8- or 9-year-
old, although that may have happened when he 
was even younger. 

Outside of his wife, I don’t think there was an-
other major heterosexual experience that he had. 
Surely, his longtime boyfriend said that he never 
expressed any sexual interested in women. Now, 
[certain] wealthy women helped him along the 
way. I don’t know how much of that was sexual, 
but it could’ve been image. 

There is a disappointment [that Dunne didn’t 
come out until very late in his life]. I understand 
that I don’t sympathize with it. I can guarantee 
those AA meetings he went to were full of gay 
guys and it would’ve seemed to be the right time 
to come out, but I’m sure [the AIDS era] had 
something to do with [him staying closeted]. 
I remember how things changed on Fire Island 
when AIDS came along; it wasn’t the time to 
come out unless you were politically motivated. 

He did a documentary in 2006 called After the 
Party. I asked the filmmaker if he talked about 
being gay and [co-director Kirsty de Garis] said, 
“I knew he wasn’t going to go there.” It wasn’t 
until he knew he was going to die that he spoke 
with The Times of London and said, “I’m a closet-
ed bisexual celibate”—none of which was true. I 
don’t think he was bisexual; he was homosexual. 
It’s possible that he was celibate in the sense 
that Monica Lewinsky and Bill Clinton didn’t con-
sider oral sex to be sex.

wcT: it was overwhelming to see just how 
many famous people Dominick knew. how dif-
ficult was it to whittle the book down to 300 
pages when there were all these celebrity en-
counters?

RH: It’s 350 pages and it’s small type. [Laughs] 
I think I cut out about 30,000 words along the 
way.

Yes, he knew everybody and knew a lot about 
a vast number of subjects. One of the things I 
didn’t touch on as much is that he really knew 
European royalty, although it’s not a huge inter-
est of mine. He really knew that world.

He certainly knew high society. My book focus-
es on later in his life—more on the trials and less 
on high society. To be honest, I find high society 
a total snooze. I did find his hatred of [socialite] 

Lily Safra fascinating, though.
wcT: And speaking of hatred, it was inter-

esting to see how Frank Sinatra disliked Domi-
nick.

RH: Yes. I don’t know for a fact, but I think 
Frank’s hatred had to do with Dominick being a 
little effeminate. Frank Sinatra was a jerk, and he 
went after Dominick’s wife, saying, “Oh, you’re 
married to a loser.” Frank Sinatra knew what the 
gig was; all of those TV executives, like Dominick, 
had to be married.

There’s a famous story about Frank being close 
to [gay actor] Montgomery Clift. Then, Mont-
gomery Clift got drunk and made a pass at some 
guy; Frank Sinatra freaked out, and that was the 
end of that. Frank was a homophobe, but a really 
nasty one.

wcT: elizabeth Taylor is mentioned in the 
book as well.

RH: With Ash Wednesday, she was kind of out 
of control. What is interesting is that she regaled 
the other actors one night, saying, “When Roddy 
McDowell and I were making one of the Lassie 
movies, we had to have our faces anesthetized 
because the bleached corn flakes they were using 
for snow had us squinting.”

I love that episode because this book is about 
people treating each other badly and why they do 
so—which they generally did because they were 
treated badly. I think Dominick was treated badly 
by his father [among others], so he grew up be-
ing insecure.

I found that a lot of stuff with him with Vanity 
Fair was just petty, and that’s because he was 
shit on by people like Frank Sinatra.

There’s one anecdote that’s not in the book: 
Writer Kevin Sessums and Dominick knew each 
other because of Vanity Fair, and Kevin asked 
Dominick to write a blurb for his new book Mis-
sissippi Sissy. Anyway, Dominick’s blurb was not 
used—and Dominick wrote a letter saying, “How 
dare you not use my blurb.” I’ve never check to 
see if the blurb’s ever been used; it just seemed 
so petty to me.

The full interview is at http://www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/lgbt/BOOKS-well-Dunne-
Author-on-life-of-legendary-writer-produc-
er/59442.html.
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Well-‘Dunne’: Author
on life of legendary
writer/producer

Money, Murder, and Dominick Dunne author 
Robert hofler.
PR photo
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Entire ‘Boystown’ 
series to be released

Boystown series author Jake Biondi has an-
nounced that he is re-launching his entire book 
series with an entirely new look just ahead of 
the release of his seventh Boystown book on 
Friday, July 7.

Biondi will unveil the new covers one at a 
time beginning in June.

Biondi has teamed with designer Anna Cross-
well of Cover Couture to create Boystown’s new 
style. The partnership is part of a larger initia-
tive to bring the Boystown series to television.

The series is available in paperback, audio-
book and all e-book formats. Readers may order 
autographed paperback copies of the books di-
rectly from BoystownTheSeries.com.
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By ANGeliQUe SMiTh
 
It’s hard to describe The Pox Lover: An Activ-
ist’s Decade in New York and Paris, the newest 
book by award-winning journalist Anne-christine 
d’Adesky—one of the founders of the Lesbian 
Avengers, a direct-action group that created the 
Dyke March. 

The book contains sharp critiques of political 
figures, historical facts, investigations into her 
own family history, and a look at how those in 
the AIDS movement became a different kind of 
family, forever bonded by loss, exhaustion and 
heartbreak. While on her “In Bed with the Pox 
Lover” tour, d’Adesky addressed a variety of top-
ics.

windy city Times: what inspired you to 
write this memoir?

d’Adesky: This is a book based on my actual, 
intimate diaries. Without really meaning to, I’d 
captured my own journey but also a particular 
history that I felt was very poignant to me still, 
including the struggles, victories and deaths of 
close friends and colleagues to AIDS. 

This parallel history made the ‘90s such a rich 
and instructive decade. I wouldn’t presume to 
speak for my generation, but I think how my cul-
tural, social and sexual life has shaped itself is 
going to be representative of a current of gay 
people and activists who were in big cities in the 
United States at that time and were engaging 
themselves in the AIDS epidemic. And for me, it 
goes back to that mantra I put out—“the politi-
cal is personal”—which really held true.

wcT: in reading the book, i was struck by 
how little seems to have changed. Some of the 
characters, issues and organizations that show 
up—from le Pen to Giuliani to Focus on the 
Family to healthcare for profit affecting care—
made me feel like we’re still fighting the same 
fight with the same villains.

d’Adesky: I understand that point and it’s in-
teresting to me because I feel like even though 
there were a lot of victories that took place, 
people often will look back at that moment to 
now and say, “Well, what really changed?” But it 
is very, very different. To give you an example, 
when the Zika virus first emerged, the speed with 
which we were able to mobilize a response … 
within days we were able to make statements, 
within moments we were able to reach out to a 
lot of different people and institutions, because 
those institutions actually existed. They didn’t 
exist in the ‘90s. 

So many of the frontline organizations, the 
networks, the people who are now in these posi-
tions of power, whether it’s the State Department 
or the CDC—we have allies in so many places. 
LGBTQ issues have really become much more em-
braced as a part of any American’s progressive 
civil-rights agenda.

wcT: let’s talk about radical lesbian activ-

ism in the ‘90s. even then, you understood 
that the work was often overshadowed by gay 
men during that time…

d’Adesky: Definitely, in terms of visibility.
wcT: yes. can you educate us on the fire-

eating lesbian Avengers?
d’Adesky: With pleasure. Every woman should 

learn to eat fire. It’s an exciting thing to do, it’ll 
singe your brows if you’re not careful, and it’s an 
incredible thing in terms of getting people’s at-
tention, scaring cops and impressing girls. 

But on a more serious note, one of the reasons 
we wanted to start the Avengers was not because 
we were tired of doing AIDS work, and not be-
cause AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) 
and groups like that weren’t beginning to start 
paying attention to lesbian health issues … that 
always should have been done at a much greater 
degree. But it was because the urgency of HIV 
really meant for legitimate reasons that everyone 
needed to respond. Issues of women’s health that 
were equally urgent, like breast cancer or MS, 
didn’t have the same quality of a stigmatized epi-
demic. They weren’t going to get the same kind 
of urgency because, they weren’t sexual diseases, 
which really makes STDs, in some ways, always 
have its own special category of public response. 

From being in ACT UP, we saw how much we 
were able to bring to intersectional organizing 
and we all had a history in reproductive health 
work. A lot of [the work of] the Avengers was 
about both directing to the greater public, but 
a lot of it was directed towards our own LGBT 
community.

wcT: what are your thoughts on certain 
groups experiencing an increase in hiv diag-
noses amidst the overall decline in the United 

States?
d’Adesky: What was true in 1980 and 1990 is 

true now: any disease is going to take advantage 
of the underlying social and economic fabric. 
Right now, we’re certainly seeing poverty, class 
and economic issues being factors that are fuel-
ing the epidemic. You add institutionalized rac-
ism to that … you look at this and it’s not by any 
kind of accident that African-American women 
who are poor, underserved and economically in 
the margins are going to continue to be the most 

impacted. If there was any criticism that I would 
challenge that still remains true, it’s that we al-
ways should look at the hurdles that put people 
in the path of the virus and stop focusing on this 
concept of an individual’s behavior or choice.

wcT: how do you think your parents, being 
more apolitical, shaped your political views, 
if at all?

d’Adesky: One of the currents of this book is 
really about that. When I was very young—in 
Haiti, in particular—I was in a place where there 
was such radical, extreme inequity and I was pro-
foundly uncomfortable and aware of it. In some 
ways, my own personal issues have been a re-
sponse to not wanting any part of that. I was 
aware that I had privilege. The one piece that my 
parents did give me, sharing that with privilege 
comes responsibility. And while that in itself may 
be seen as a class entitlement, what it meant for 
me was that I did try to see how I could be of 
use. I think that when you see things around you 
that are not right, if you don’t speak out, then 
you’re complicit.

wcT: Tell us about your current book tour.
d’Adesky: I’m very excited! It’s called, “In Bed 

with the Pox Lover,” which is meant in all senses 
because I definitely want people to get in bed 
with me politically and people are making fun 
of me because, obviously, I had a lot of relation-
ships that happened and also failed in the ‘90s. 
I will probably run into a lot of old friends and 
exes when I am on this tour and that’s just going 
to be fun, too. 

For this book, I want to create a reader’s blog 
on my website where not only can people share 
how they intersect with the story, but I want 
them to share with me their adventures, too, so I 
can go and continue my adventure through them. 
I feel like, we’re all in bed together, even across 
this big American landscape, and there were re-
markable connections made that continue to be 
made.

To pre-order The Pox lover or to learn more 
about d’Adesky’s tour, visit ThePoxlover.com.
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‘In Bed’ with activist
Anne-christine d’Adesky

Anne-christine d’Adesky.
PR photo

Clinton to speak
at ALA conference

Former Democratic U.S. presidential candi-
date Hillary Rodham Clinton will be the Ameri-
can Library Association (ALA) Annual Confer-
ence’s closing general session speaker on 
Tuesday, June 27, 10-11:30 a.m., in the Skyline 
Ballroom at McCormick Place (west building). 

She was secretary of state (2009-13) after 
nearly four decades in public service advocat-
ing on behalf of children and families as an 
attorney, First Lady and U.S. senator from New 
York. Additionally, she is the author of several 
best-selling books, including the memoirs Hard 
Choices and Living History as well as It Takes 
a Village.

Clinton’s talk is open to all full conference 
registrants of the conference, which will take 
place June 22-27. Others scheduled to speak 
include actress/designer Sarah Jessica Parker, 
activist Sandra Uwiringiyimana and science 
educator Bill Nye.

See http://2017.ALAAnnual.org/. hillary clinton.
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more from Pride Fest ’17 
Photos by Ed Negron. see more on page 81.
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Game Changers:
The Unsung Heroines
of Sports History
By Molly Schiot
$25; Simon & Schuster; 
310 pages
By TeRRi SchlicheNMeyeR

 
You can’t bear to look at the score.

Whatever it is, it’s going to be close. Both 
sides are playing well today, and they’re all 
very talented. Your team might win. They might 
lose. Or, as in the new book Game Changers, by 
Molly Schiot, they might alter the way the whole 
thing’s played.

Growing up, Schiot says, “I thought only 
men could be champions.” Most popular sports-
themed movies indicated as much; so did TV be-
fore cable. Few tales of women in sports were 
widely known, so Schiot, a Hollywood director, 
searched until she found a “treasure trove of im-
ages” that “inspired me to pull theses stories out 
of the dark.”

Take the story of Alice Marble.
Marble was a Grand Slam championship ten-

nis winner many times over, but her “post-tennis 
life” was equally remarkable: shortly after losing 
both her husband and her baby, Marble became a 
spy for the Allies during World War II.

Althea Gibson was the first tennis player to 
break the color barrier at the U.S. Open. But did 
you know that there were a lot of African Ameri-
can women who fought on the courts before her: 
Ruth Harris, Lillian Hardy, Alfreda Jackson, Clem-
entine Redmond…?

Of course, this book includes athletes like Billie 
Jean King, Babe Didrikson Zaharaias, Nadia Co-
maneci, Renee Richards and Diana Nyad. You’ve 
heard about them, but you may not know that 
Olympian Abby Hoffman masqueraded as a boy 
when she was nine years old, in order to play 
hockey in Canada. You may not know about the 
abuse the first female pro-baseball umpire got 
during ump school, the jeers the first female 
Boston Marathon runner endured, or the record 
snatched from Kitty O’Neil. You might have seen 
an in-your-face move by skater Surya Bonaly, but 
you don’t know what bullfighter Conchita Cintron 
did, or that Negro League baseballer Toni Stone 
cheekily befriended prostitutes while on the road. 

Because of what an autopsy revealed, you might 
not know about Stella Walsh at all. And there’s a 

chance that many of these women couldn’t have 
reached their goals or made history without the 
efforts of Bernice Sandler and Edith Green.

Wow, are there a lot of surprises inside Game 
Changers.

Even rabid sports fans will find something 
new hiding here, in part because author Schiot 
includes mini-chapters on women athletes in a 
huge variety of sports. Fans will find everything 
from the archery to zooming race cars, balls to 
boats, journalism, hiking, climbing, skating, and 
coaching. Nearly half of this book consists of 
photos of women athletes in action or in peril; 
many of them embraced dangerous feats and 
many were the target of men who thought they 
didn’t belong on the field. Schiot also treats read-
ers to a few interviews with and by pro female 
athletes.

In addition to sharing it with any young girl 
or teen in your life, this large coffee-table-sized 
book is one you’ll be proud to own and display. 
The minute you’ve got “Game Changers” in your 
hand, you’ll know you’ve scored.

Want more? Then look for No Way, Renee, by 

Renee Richards and John Ames; or Game, Set, 
Match: Billie Jean King and the Revolution of 
Women’s Sports, by Susan Ware.

‘China Queer’ doc
to debut June 25

In a new one-hour documentary, The Naked 
Truth: China Queer—featuring narration from 
actor Omar Sharif Jr.—FUSION TV’s investigative 
team examines what it is like to be gay in China 
and the challenges LGBTQ activists face.

This documentary, which premieres Sunday, 
June 25, is the culmination of almost two years 
of reporting that includes exclusive undercover 
footage.

Sharif currently serves as an ambassador for the 
Human Rights Foundation and previously served 
as a national spokesperson for GLAAD.

More on The Naked Truth series is at http://
fusion.net/show/the-naked-truth/.
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By OweN KeehNeN

Tom Eubanks was born in Libertyville and always 
knew he was different growing up in Mundelein. 

In 1985, at age 18, he headed to New York 
for school and had a solid taste of the New York 
club scene of the mid-late 1980s. When Eubanks 
discovered he was HIV-positive and had only two 
T-cells remaining, his life changed dramatically. 
Instead of living the life of a carefree young man 
in his early 20s, he was battling opportunistic 
infections and dealing with the devastating loss 
of those around him. 

However, Eubanks’ new book, Ghosts of St. 
Vincent’s, is more than a compelling AIDS mem-
oir. Eubanks’ own diagnosis and lengthy stay on 
the AIDS ward (seventh floor) of St. Vincent’s 
hospital provides a springboard for a deeper 
examination of illness, care, and unexpected re-
covery. Interspersed with Eubank’s story are brief 
vignettes centered around the now demolished 
hospital since it opened in 1849 as a place for 
the treatment of immigrants and cholera victims. 
The result of this synthesis is a fascinating por-
trait of life and loss during the AIDS era and how 
the epidemic was a fitting chapter in the waning 
years of an iconic institution dedicated to saving 
lives for over 160 years. 

windy city Times: what gave you the idea of 
blending the history of St. vincent’s hospital 
in Greenwich village with your personal AiDS 
memoir?

Tom Eubanks: I went to NYU in 1985 at the 
age of 18, so I lived in Greenwich Village, on 
and off, for about 30 years. St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal was always there. Like the Jefferson Market 
Library or the Washington Arch, the hospital was 
a neighborhood touchstone, an institution full of 
history. Then, I got sick, and because of its prox-
imity, I spent six months there. 

It was a terrifying and arduous six months but 
I survived—mostly due to the incredible nursing 
staff, and one particular doctor, at St. Vincent’s. 
When the hospital went bankrupt in 2010 and 
they started to tear it down, I decided that it 
needed to be memorialized somehow. 

The stories about famous St. Vincent’s patients 
came first. My personal story at the hospital was 
not central to the book until an early reader and 
high school friend [Wendy Zumpano, a Chicago-
based artist] suggested it should be. That’s when 
I decided to combine all the research I had done 
on the hospital with the journals I kept (and Po-
laroids I took) during my “stay” there. 

wcT: St. vincent’s was crucial in the AiDS 
fight—handling one of the first cases in 1981, 
having New york city’s first AiDS unit (the 
seventh floor) and, by 1986, having one-third 
of the beds in the hospital filled with AiDS 

patients. Given your time as a patient there, 
what about the seventh-floor/AiDS unit needs 
to be conveyed?

TE: The most important thing I learned on the 
seventh floor of St. Vincent’s during the AIDS 
crisis was how amazing nurses are. Not so much 
doctors—except for the one who saved my life. 
The nurses were angels. This was before prote-
ase inhibitors and other anti-retroviral drugs. 
They couldn’t really do anything for anybody and 
people were dying all over the place, but they did 
what they could. It was like wartime. 

wcT: As mentioned, Ghosts of St. vincent’s 
also contains fascinating stories about the 
hospital’s history—starting in 1849 as a place 
to battle cholera to TB to the modern epidem-
ic of AiDS—and anecdotes about people who 
inhabited those rooms: vito Russo, edna St. 
vincent Millay, Robert Mapplethorpe, early gay 
rights activist villa Miseria, cardinal Spellman 
and even ed Koch. what piece of St. vincent’s 
history was your favorite? Personally, i was so 
moved by the tale of vito Russo sneaking away 
from his deathbed to see Postcards from the 
edge.

TE: I call these “Lazarus stories” because each 
contains a story of how St. Vincent’s brought 
someone back to life. They’re all are drawn from 
actual history: from Edna St. Vincent Millay’s un-
cle to Vito Russo last days on the seventh floor. 

“Vito Goes to the Movies” and “Wagstaff’s 
Ghost” and the story about Diego (Villa Miseria) 
were my way of telling stories about people who 
may have been brought back to life just tempo-
rarily. I wanted to put a little joy into tragic sto-
ries—just as there was joy and laughter during 
the plague. I also wanted to tell the history of 
St. Vincent’s through these people and realized 
as I did that these people all had a great deal to 
do with my main story about the ever-changing 
city. I like them all the same, but Lazarus Redux 
was the first one I wrote, so I’m partial to it.  I 
had a great time constructing the meeting be-
tween Ed Koch and Joey Ramone—my 1983 New 
York Fantasia—because it didn’t happen. (they 
were at St. Vincent’s that year, but not at Christ-
mas as far as I know.) It was very surprising to 
learn that the Ramones were Koch fans. 

wcT: So how did it feel seeing this piece of 
history, social and personal, demolished after 
161 years to become condos?

TE: It was devastating, at first. Through the 
course of writing the book, I’ve come to terms 
with the ephemeral nature of New York and rest 
easy knowing that the people who live in the 
shell of the former hospital will be haunted by 
poltergeists. I also found it terribly ironic (but 
very metaphorical to our country’s current con-
dition) that a hospital founded to care for im-

migrants became pied-a-terres for the megarich.  
wcT: when you were first diagnosed as posi-

tive and told you had two T-cells,  your case-
worker actually said you were, “certain to die 
a horrible death.” Did you take that as fact at 
the time?

TE: At 23, 24 years old, I was still rebellious, 
so I raged against the diagnosis, became a con-
trarian, sought out Eastern medicine solutions, 
became a vegan, stopped partying and began ex-
ercising. In a weird way, the diagnosis saved me 
from a more destructive existence and an early 
death from other things. 

wcT: The lack of acceptance with coming 
out to your family as gay and then as a PwA 
[person with AiDS] is also central to the book. 
what do you see as the core issue with all 
that?

TE: I grew up the youngest son in a large fam-
ily in a judgmental society where appearance is 
everything. Being gay or being “sick” are things 
that generally don’t look good to the neighbors.

wcT: you resurrect so much ugliness from 
that era—the AiDS jokes, the ignoring of the 
epidemic, the travel ban on those with hiv, 
william F. Buckley’s idea to tattoo carriers of 
the virus, etc. what’s the lesson to take away 
from all that?

TE: As bad as we think our current political or 
cultural climate is, there were times when it was 
far worse. 

wcT: Ghosts of St. vincent’s also highlights 
the essential nature various social agencies 
played in your survival during the crisis—for 
medical assistance, rent assistance, etc. would 
you care to elaborate?

TE: Reagan’s administration was so AWOL 
during the AIDS Crisis that social agencies and 
groups like ACT-UP were invaluable. They filled 
the vacuum created by the devastation. I find it 
sad that the basic safety net that permitted so 
many people to survive—or die with some dig-
nity and care—is being torn apart. 

People don’t realize how important a helping 
hand from the government can be, until they re-
ally need one—as many people who voted for the 
pumpkin clown are discovering.

wcT: you describe being hiv-positive as the 
new closet. would you explain?

TE: I grew up in the northern suburbs of Chi-
cago, so I learned how to pass for straight. It’s 
the same for being positive. There’s such a stigma 
around it. Who wouldn’t prefer to pretend they 
don’t have it, that they’re not “infected?” I think 
of AIDS every day when I take my handful of 
pills. When you appear healthy people assume 
you’re healthy. I’ve had a number of people who 
read the book and said, I had no idea. They have 
stereotypical perceptions of long-term survivors.

wcT: what about the AiDS epidemic do you 
think is being lost to history? what about it 
would you like to pass on to generations who 
did not experience it?

TE: I urge everyone to follow @the_aids_me-
morial on Instagram. It’s an amazing account 
run by a guy named Stuart, who prefers to re-
main anonymous. At the time, so many people 
were dying, we were numb. Like I said, it was 
like war. The AIDS Memorial uses social media to 
post photos of those who died with obituaries 
and tributes. 

wcT: what have you learned about life from 
being on the brink of death for so long before 
becoming a modern day lazarus with the hiv 
meds cocktail?

TE: Do what you want when you can—but not 
from a purely selfish perspective. We all need 
to make the world a better place and I do my 
part (I volunteer, I protest, I support local busi-
nesses), but I also try not to let time dictate my 
life choices.

BOOkS

‘Ghosts of St. Vincent’s’:
A talk with Tom Eubanks
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Gender JUST double
feature June 23

Gender JUST will be camping out at the Chi-
cago Freedom School, 719 S. State St., and 
showing back-to-back screenings of master-
pieces of radical queer cinema from directors 
Eric A. Stanley and Chris Vargas on Friday, June 
23, 5:30-9 p.m.

The organization will be screening the an-
ti-marriage extravaganza Homotopia (2007, 

27 min.) and its anti-prison sequel Criminal 
Queers (2013, 63 min.). Dinner and introduc-
tions will be served from 5:30 p.m., and the 
screenings will begin promptly at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed and broken up between films by spirited 
discussion. (Basic food will be provided (vegan 
pasta), but due to limited funding, any con-
tributions of food and/or drink will be greatly 
appreciated.)

See “Gender JUST PrePride Double Feature: 
Homotopia / Criminal Queers” on Facebook.



Artist designs
Comcast bags

Comcast announced that artist Sam Kirk has 
created a special reusable Chicago-themed bag 
for the company. The bag will be available at the 
Xfinity booth at community events Comcast is 
sponsoring and participating in in the city and 
suburbs this summer. 

Kirk is a well-known Chicago lesbian artist 
whose mission is “to create artwork that cele-

brates people and inspires pride and recognition 
for under represented communities.” 

Comcast will give the bags away at these and 
other events this summer. (Events are in Chicago 
unless otherwise stated).vThe bags will be avail-
able while supplies last.

—North Shore Art Market, Old Orchard, Skokie: 
July 8-9

—Taste of Park Ridge, July 13-15
—Sheffield Music Festival & Garden Walk: July 

22-23
—Taste of Lincoln Avenue: July 29-30
—Northalsted Market Days: Aug. 12-13
—Festa Italiana: Aug. 19-20
—Taste of Greektown: Aug. 26-27
—Taste of Melrose Park: Sept. 1-3
—Lakeview Tacofest: Sept. 16-17
—West Loop Art Fest: Sept. 16-17
—Taste of Randolph: Sept. 16-18

Urban Sketchers
symposium in July 

Urban Sketchers will hold its 8th International 
Urban Sketchers Symposium in Chicago on July 
26-29. 

Participants have the opportunity to sketch 
throughout the host cities as they learn about 
techniques, principles and concepts of drawing 
on location. 

See UrbanSketchers.org.

Sedaris, Ginsburg,
Ailey dancers part of
Auditorium’s season

The Auditorium Theatre announced its 2017-18 
season under new Chief Executive Officer Tania 
Castroverde Moskalenko—along with its new tag-
line, “The Theatre for the People.”

Diverse programming is the hallmark of the up-
coming season, with everything from a talk with 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
to Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s annual 
visit.

Some of the highlights are as follows:
—”A Conversation with Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg” (Sept. 11, 2017): Ginsburg will engage 
in conversation with Judge Ann Claire Williams of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

—Kathleen Battle: “Underground Railroad—A 
Spiritual Journey” (Sept. 30, 2017): Legendary 
soprano and five-time Grammy winner Kathleen 
Battle makes her Auditorium Theatre debut with 
a program of songs inspired by the Underground 
Railroad, the secret network that helped bring 
19th-century slaves to freedom.

—David Sedaris (Nov. 1, 2017): Sedaris is the 
author of the collections of personal essays Na-
ked, Me Talk Pretty One Day, Dress Your Family in 
Corduroy and Denim, When You Are Engulfed in 
Flames, Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk: A Modern Besti-
ary and Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls.

—”Too Hot to Handel: The Jazz-Gospel Mes-
siah” (Jan. 12-14, 2018): “Too Hot to Handel: 
The Jazz-Gospel Messiah” will take place for the 
13th consecutive year over Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day weekend.

—Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater (March 
7-11, 2018): The Auditorium Theatre has been 
the company’s Chicago home for nearly half a 
century.

See AuditoriumTheatre.org.

A Sam Kirk-designed comcast bag.
PR photo
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U.S. Supreme court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg.
Photo courtesy of the collection of the 
supreme court of the united states

BLACK & PINK
NATIONAL GATHERING

Sponsored by:

For just $500, 
you can sponsor a formerly incarcerated LGBTQ 

and/or HIV+ participant to attend this historic gathering!

BLACKANDPINK.ORG/BP12

VISIT:

AUGUST 4-   
CHICAGO, IL
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http://www.blackandpink.org/bp12


by Martin Duberman
$19.95; Seven Stories
Press; 384 pages
By FRANK PizzOli
 
Without history there is no freedom. And the his-
tory that Martin Duberman masterfully unravels 
in Jews, Queers, Germans: A Novel is remarkable 
for the territory covered.

He calls the book a novel/history, a clever mix-
ture of documented history in novel form that is 
a gripping read. “I never invent anything that 
is contrary to the known record,” Duberman told 
Windy City Times. “I had a lot of angst writing 
this book, thinking about how it might be re-
ceived by traditional historians.”

The book opens with Margarethe, wife of Fritz 
Krupp, who made all of Germany’s armaments dur-
ing World War I and therefore vital to Germany’s 
interests as Europe unravels. She informs Kaiser 
Wilhelm II that her husband’s affairs with comely 
teenage boys is moving from whispers to head-
lines. Eventually, there’s a salacious trial, much 
like the 1895 Oscar Wilde case.

“I started with Magnus Hirschfeld but the more 

I got into the period the more I became intrigued 
with several others,” Duberman explained. To tell 
the entire story, Duberman convenes Count Harry 
Kessler, Walter Rathenau, and Prince Philipp of 
Eulenburg.

Regarding Kaiser Wilhelm, “there has never 
been consensus that he was gay. There has been 
reporting on contemporary speculation about his 
relationships,” Duberman says in the book. Kaiser 
Wilhelm was a member of the infamous Eulenburg 
group and consequently became embroiled in the 
Eulenburg Affair, the biggest domestic affair be-
tween the formation of the Reich in 1871 and the 
abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918. Prince 
Philipp, whom Wilhelm called “my bosom friend 
... the only one I have,” was accused of homo-

sexuality and almost immediately fell in disgrace 
and lost all his influence on German policy.

I’ve always been interested in my historical 
characters’ feelings, relationships, and fantasies, 
their whole psychology. I’ve always been in-
trigued with the story part of the story. And what 
grabs me I write about,” Duberman writes. “And 
I do think that for the people I’m writing about 
there is a lot of camp. The tone of irony has long 
been part of the gay subculture.” The pages are 
lush with descriptions of internecine love affairs, 
tailors who craft military uniforms with exquisite 
gaydar. Testimony during Krupp’s trial by a soldier 
about his wearing white tights and black boots 
makes a reader’s eyes roll.

The historical characters Duberman selected 
were precursors to today’s dialogues.

Hirschfeld, founder of the Scientific Humani-
tarian Committee, thought he could identify 
homosexuals by their distinguishing effeminate 
qualities. Although that’s true for some guys 
(and so what) that’s not true of all (and not all 
effeminate guys are gay). And that’s the point: 
No maxim about human sexuality or behavior is 
universal.

In opposition to Hirschfeld, The Community of 

the Special butched it up by promoting the mas-
culine, Greek ideal. Perhaps they were extraor-
dinarily insecure about who they loved. Men of 
all sexualities overcompensate for many reasons.

Next came The League of Human Rights, a 
home for Conservative homosexuals like our 
current CPAC, the Conservative Political Action 
Conference. Some CPAC members today (as were 
League some members?) are transgender. Trans-
gender Conservative activists Jennifer Williams 
and Jordan Evans caused a stir when last Feb-
ruary they attended CPAC. The annual event has 
been home to Ronald Reagan, Sarah Palin, and 
President Donald Trump. CPAC’s web site hails it-
self as the “birthplace of modern conservatism” 
and the conference as an “Activism Boot Camp.” 

Williams said in a recent interview she became a 
conservative “because of Jimmy Carter and the 
Iran hostage crisis.”

Also in a recent interview, Gina Roberts, chair 
of the San Diego Log Cabin Republicans, a chap-
ter of the nation’s largest gay GOP political orga-
nization said, “I believe Conservative principles 
are more closely aligned with the intent of the 
U.S. Constitution. Conservatism leads to smaller, 
less invasive government.”

It is remarkable how much we have changed 
and how much we have remained the same. Argu-
ments made 100 years ago about the nature of 
human sexuality—and homosexuality—continue 
today.

“People have not changed in the 100 years 
since all of this has taken place. The political en-
vironments in which they operate have changed 
but not the people,” Duberman observes. For ex-
ample, Kaiser Wilhelm’s had many unappealing 
qualities: “his adolescent humor, his harshness, 
his inability to listen; his pretension to knowl-
edge and wisdom he doesn’t possess; his assump-
tion of infallibility in all matters…his limited 
attention span…”

Trump?
“Well, I started writing the book in 2015 much 

before the Trump phenomena. And it turns out 
there’s lots that resonates with a person like 
President Trump. He and Wilhelm represent petu-
lant boys, spoiled bullies,” Duberman writes.

One chilling coincidence is when in 1923 Hitler 
tried to take over Germany’s Ruhr district using 
the slogan Make Germany Great Again. His efforts 
were fueled by German perceptions that the na-
tion was being disgraced by the conditions of the 
Versailles Treaty. The political scenario sounds 
alarmingly like Trump’s claims that our trade 
agreements and treaties make chumps of the 
United States. And he alone can fix the problem.

Paragraph 175, the section of the German le-
gal code which criminalized homosexuality, fig-
ures into the story. The infamous section of law 
resembles today’s anti-transgender “bathroom 
bills” aimed at making self-expression illegal. 
Opposing propaganda machines worked hard to 

make linkages. “Groups tried to link Nazis to 
homosexuals, Jews to homosexuals,” Duberman 
explains. Attempts to link opponents to homo-
sexuals resembles current “The Gay” conspiracy 
theories about the gay community’s plan to take 
over, well, everything. Interestingly enough, dur-
ing the years before Joseph Stalin took over from 
Vladimir Lenin, Russia had begun the process of 
decriminalizing homosexuality. Today in Chech-
nya there are horrible rumors of homosexuals be-
ing rounded up, beaten, killed.

The old guilt by association trick used decades 
later by the US House Un-American Committee 
(HUAC) against State Department officials makes 
appearances in the book.

Then, like now, who is and who isn’t “homo-
sexual”—and what that means still fuels debate. 
Maybe RuPaul said it best when he told The New 
Yorker—we’re all born naked and it’s all drag from 
then on.

Duberman said in a previous interview “As I get 
older I get still more radical” And he confirms 
that “Yes that’s still true. Strange but true.”

He may be getting more radical but not slowed 
down. On April 22, he assembled two panels to 
discuss Beyond Marriage and Beyond Equality, 
leading fellow scholars and activists in provoca-
tive discussions that examined recent LGBT po-
litical advancements—and the cultural price paid 
for assimilation. Duberman anticipates writing 
Taking Stock: Has the Gay Movement Failed? but 
not before releasing The Rest of It, the third and 
final memoir. “I’ve chronicled my whole life and 
now here’s the rest of it,” he said.

For readers who want to revisit or Duberman 
virgins, there is The Martin Duberman Reader, a 
compilation of his most important writings that 
gives readers an overview of our times. His essays 
provide a new generation of activists, scholars, 
and readers benchmark understandings of what 
has come before us. For five decades, Duber-
man has tackled the complex and the inconve-
nient and produced definitive biographies (Paul 
Robeson, Lincoln Kirstein, and Howard Zinn), 
essays, books, plays, reviews, and commentary. 
He founded the nation’s first graduate program 
in LGBT studies and is well known for his book 
Stonewall, close up portraits of six participants 
of the event that gave birth to the modern gay 
movement. 

BOOk REVIEW/ INTERVIEW
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Libraries marking
GLBT Book Month

The American Library Association (ALA) 
and hundreds of libraries will celebrate June 
2017 as GLBT Book Month, a nationwide cel-
ebration of the authors and writings that re-
flect the lives and experiences of the LGBT 
community.

Throughout GLBT Book Month™ libraries 
across the country will highlight their col-
lections as part of month-long activities 
culminating with activities at ALA Annual 
Conference in Chicago, including the presen-
tation of the 2017 Stonewall Book Awards, 
the longest enduring GLBT Awards.

Visit ALA.org/glbtbookmonth.

Martin Duberman.
Photo courtesy of Duberman



courtesy of PRIDEChicago
48th annual chicago Pride Parade

Sun., June 25
For changes or updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org • PrideChgo@aol.com • 773-348-8243

PARADE INFORMATION

DATE: Sunday, June 25
TIME: 12 Noon
STARTS at: Broadway & Montrose.

LINE UP: Broadway (both the east and the 
west curb lanes, from Montrose to Wilson); 
Montrose (both the north and south curb lanes 
from Broadway to Clark); Sunnyside Ave. 
from Broadway to N. Sheridan Road and North 
Sheridan Road, between Montrose and Wilson.

ROUTE: Step off from the Broadway/Montrose 
corner, proceeding south on Broadway; then 
south on Halsted; then east on Belmont; then 
south on Broadway; then east on Diversey to 
Cannon Drive.

CONTENT & DESCRIPTION: The parade 
will feature 150 registered entries, including 
floats, decorated vehicles, performance groups, a 
marching band and walking contingents.
 The entries represent community organizations, 
businesses, governmental officials and individual 
community members. Crowd estimates each year 
are in the hundreds of thousands. So the plans 
are to line the parade route with barricades on 
both sides of the street from beginning to the end 
of the parade route. Spectators will be required 
to remain behind the barricades. (Only parade 
registrants traveling down the middle of the 
street, police officers, other city officials, security 
staff, parade marshals and credentialed media 
reps will be allowed in the street). In recent years, 
the City of Chicago has required that several large 
city parades, including the Pride Parade, line 
their parade routes with barricades at our own 
expense. Police officers and parade marshals will 
be stationed at various points on the street in front 
of the barricades along the parade route.
Police officers will also be in the area surrounding 
the parade. In addition, PRIDEChicago (parade 
coordinators) are providing a security team 
to supplement the police presence along and 
surrounding the parade route.

$1000 FINE FOR PUBLIC ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION: The parade will have more 
security and a tighter rein on public alcohol 
consumption. In addition to the large number of 
police officers who staff the event, PRIDEChicago 
(parade coordinators) are providing a security 
team to supplement the police presence. Penalties 
include, but are not limited to, $1000+ tickets 
being issued and/or the immediate disposal of 
open containers of alcohol into trash receptacles.
 Public urination is also grounds to receive a 
ticket.

PARADE DAY HEALTH/SAFETY: Bring 
plenty of bottled water, sunscreen and a hat or 
other head covering, and dress lightly because 
parade day is usually hot and sunny.

STREET CLOSURES: (on parade day, 
Sunday, June 25) include:
—ASSEMBLY AREA: Tentative time: 10:30 
a.m.
—PARADE ROUTE: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels south 
down the route. The parade starts at 12 Noon at 
the Broadway/Montrose corner proceeding south 
on Broadway; then south on Halsted; then east on 
Belmont; then south on Broadway; then east on 
Diversey to Cannon Drive.

NO PARKING: Both the Assembly Area and 
Parade Route (listed above) will be posted with 
temporary signs indicating “NO PARKING ON 
SUNDAY JUNE 25, 2017, FROM 5:00 AM TO 
8:00 PM. - Both sides of the street.”
 For updates and corrections; http://www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

—Montrose Ave. - Greenview Ave. to Hazel 
St.
—Broadway St. - Leland Ave. to Grace St.
—Sunnyside Ave. - Broadway to North 
Sheridan Rd.
—Halsted St. - Grace St. to to Belmont Ave.
—Belmont Ave. - Sheffield Ave. to Broadway
—Broadway - Belmont Ave. to Diversey Pkwy.
—Diversey Pkwy. - Broadway to Cannon Dr. 
(Sheridan)
—Cannon Dr. - Diversey Pkwy. to Fullerton 
Pkwy.
—Addison St. - 736 W. Addison St. to 
Sheffield Ave.
—Waveland Ave. - Halsted St. to Broadway
—Grace St. - Halsted St. to Fremont St.
—Clifton from Montrose Ave. to Sunnyside 
Ave.
—Wellington Ave. from Clark St. to Racine 
Ave.
—Sheridan Rd. from Montrose Ave. to Agatite 
St.
—East Side of Racine St. from Belmont Ave to 
Wellington Ave

ADDITIONAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS:
There will be additional parking restrictions on 
Sunnyside Ave between Broadway and North 
Sheridan Rd. also North Sheridan Rd. from 
Montrose to Agatite St.

TOWING: Begins at 5:00 a.m. Due to the 
volume of vehicles involved, the issuing of 
parking violation citations and towing will start 
at 5 a.m. - Promptly.

CROSS STREETS: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels south 
down the route. After stepping off at 12 Noon, 
the parade will take approximately two and one-
half hours to finish crossing the Broadway and 
Montrose corner. After this time, the floats will 
still be winding their way to the end of the parade 
route at Diversey and Sheridan. This year there 
will NOT be a Buffer Zone on Halsted St. after 
the parade ends. Police will work to re-open the 
streets to vehicular traffic as soon as cleaning 
crews are finished and the streets will not remain 
open to foot traffic.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: From the Red 
Line: Wilson, Sheridan, Addison or Belmont all 
provide access via a short walk to the parade 
route.

PLEASE NOTE: The Belmont station (and 
the surrounding area) tends to become the most 
crowded, so you are encouraged to consider 
watching the parade from the other parts of the 
route, including areas toward the start of the 
route—such as Broadway, south of Montrose—
which are served by both the nearby Wilson and 
Sheridan stations on the Red Line. In addition, 
a number of lakefront bus routes including the 
146 and 151 provide convenient access from the 
north, the Gold Coast/North Michigan Avenue 
and downtown to areas east of the parade route.
 Extra service will be provided on the “L’ on 
parade day to accommodate the large numbers of 
people who attend the parade. Due to the increase 
of local traffic and a number of bus reroutes, 
potential parade spectators are advised to make 
use of the L or the various bus routes.

BUS REROUTES: For updates and corrections:
http://www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
8 Halsted, 22 Clark, 36 Broadway, 76 Diversey, 
77 Belmont, 78 Montrose, 151 Sheridan, 152 
Addison.
 Also see CTA web site or call them for updated 
information concerning the train and bus routes.
 CTA: 1-312-836-7000 www.transitchicago.
com
 Other information on public transportation: 
1-312-322-6900 www.metrarail.com
 From 8 a.m. until approximately 8 p.m., the 
following nine bus routes will be detoured as 
a result of several street closures: #8 Halsted, 
#22 Clark, #36 Broadway, #76 Diversey, #77 
Belmont, #78 Montrose, #80 Irving Park, #151 
Sheridan and #152 Addison.
 

PEDESTRIAN CROSS-OVER STREETS:
For updates and corrections http://www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
 There will be at least nine cross-over streets:

—Montrose Ave. at Broadway
—Irving Park Rd. at Broadway
—Grace St. at Halsted St.
—Addison St. at Halsted St.
—Roscoe St. at Halsted St.
—Wellington Ave. at Broadway
—Aldine Street at Halsted St.
—Cornelia Ave at Halsted St.
—Barry Ave. at Broadway

 At each corner of the streets listed above 
there will be police officers assigned to assist 
pedestrians to cross the parade route.

NEEDS AND SPECIAL NEEDS:
 1. Portable Restrooms - are stationed along 
both the parade line-up street and the parade 
route. Included at several locations are restrooms 
for the physically challenged.
 2. Physically Challenged Area/Wheel chair 
Accessible Area/Seniors - for people who need or 
want more space: the sidewalks of West Diversey 
Parkway (near 600 W. Diversey). Traditionally 
this area of the parade route has fewer spectators 
than other sections of the parade route. Spectators 
in these areas generally arrive there early on 
parade morning to secure their viewing spots. 
Included there are restrooms for the physically 
challenged.
 3. Seniors (outdoor) - The area mentioned 
above in #2 (600 W. Diversey sidewalks) is 
a designated OUTDOOR area for seniors. 
Spectators in this area generally arrive there early 
on parade morning to secure their viewing spots. 
Included there are restrooms for the physically 
challenged.
 4. Cooling Busses - For updates and corrections 
http://www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
Diversey, west of Clark; Halsted, south of 
Belmont; Addison, west of Halsted; Belmont, 
east of Broadway; Wilton, north of Belmont; 
Buena, north of Belmont; Roscoe, east of Halsted
 5. Chicago Fire Department First Aid 
Stations:
901 W. Addison St.; 765 W. Roscoe St.; 3165 N. 
Halsted St.; 561 W. Surf St.; 802 W. Roscoe St.; 
803 W. Roscoe Street
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By MeliSSA wASSeRMAN

For Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles, Chicago’s 
premier LGBTQ instrumental music organization, 
the past 20 years have been about pride and the 
music it creates.

Lakeside Pride, part of the Lesbian and Gay 
Band Association (LGBA), stands as an inclusive 
forum for adult musicians of all skill levels to 
come together to play music, whether they play 
their instrument regularly or are just getting back 
into playing after several years. With just more 
than 200 active members, there are almost 50 
performances every year across Chicago. Musi-
cians of all skill levels and abilities are welcome 
to join without auditioning. 

Bradley Fritz, chair of Lakeside Pride’s board of 
directors, said it is the love of music that pulls 
everyone together. “The LGBTQ community tends 
to be a close-knit community in a lot of places 
and the music community tends to be close-knit 
as well,” he said. “So, when you combine the two 
of them, everybody instantly has this dual con-
nection that brings us together very quickly.

“Everybody’s open and accepting and talkative 
and interested in who you are and what you do 
and why you want to be part of this org and it 
really just forms a family that we have. It’s such 
a unique experience outside of any other type of 
LGBTQ community and outside of another type 
of music community that I’ve been involved in.”

 Lakeside Pride was preceded, in 1979, by the 
Chicago Gay Pride Band, a marching band that 
performed at the annual Chicago Pride Parade. 
The current organization was formed in 1997, 
later incorporated as a non-profit organization, 
and through the years has developed different 

ensembles. It now stands as one of the biggest 
organizations of its kind.

Lakeside Pride is an umbrella group with three 
major ensembles: Jazz Orchestra, Marching Band 
and Symphonic Band. Additionally, Lakeside Pride 
has other small ensembles including Brass Quin-
tet, Clarinet Choir, Salsa Band, Strayhorns Jazz 
Combo Wilde Cabaret and Woodwind Quintet.

“We’re a whole family of ensembles that could 
do performances of all different sizes and all dif-
ferent types and can adapt to different perfor-
mance venues,” said Fritz who joined Lakeside 
Pride in 2014 and continues to play piano in the 
jazz orchestra as well as trumpet and French horn 
in the symphonic orchestra. This summer he will 
play trumpet in marching band with his husband.

Lakeside Pride’s mission is to educate the pub-
lic at large about the positive aspects of the 
metropolitan Chicago LGBT community through 
public musical performances, workshops and non-
musical events.

“As a member-centric organization, we like to 
get together and just play music together, but we 
see the opportunity to use that music to make 
connections to the communities that are around 
us—to step outside just the LGBT community 
and make those connections with those who are 
around us through music,” said Fritz of the di-
verse group. “Music, of course, is the universal 
language. Everybody appreciates music and un-
derstands music on one level or another and to 
use it in such a way really brings us a sense of 
pride, it brings us a sense of purpose, beyond just 
our own enjoyment of playing in the ensembles.”

In its 20th -anniversary year, Lakeside Pride 
has rebranded with a new logo featuring music 
notes colored with the six colors of the rainbow 

flag, forming the shape of the Chicago star. Fritz 
described the new logo as a symbol of the group’s 
connection to the LGBTQ community, the music 
community and Chicago. He added the new image 
is modern, adaptable, iconic and stands for how 
far the organization has come.

“We’ve been growing so much recently, and ex-
panding the number of ensembles we have and 
greatly expanding the number of performances 
that we have and really becoming more integrat-
ed into the wider LGBTQ community here in Chi-

cago and the city as a whole,” said Fritz. “We’re 
performing 18 times this month, which is insane, 
plus we’re actively participating in the festivals 
and we have members who are going around the 
country to participate in Pride in other cities 
with some of our sister bands. So, it’s a really 
exciting time for us. I think it’s a really exciting 
time for the LGBT community as well and we just 
feel fortunate and excited to be a part of it all.”

For more information on lakeside Pride, 
visit: http://lakesidepride.org/.

MUSIC

Lakeside Pride
supports LGBTQs
at high volumes

lakeside Pride Jazz Orchestra.
Photo by chuck Malm
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Macy’s raises the rainbow
at musical Pride event

Department store Macy’s at Water Tower Place threw open the front doors to celebrate Pride Month 
on June 10. The afternoon was hosted by Halsted personality Sunny Dee-Lite, who lip-synched to 
Diana Ross and then presented performers while making announcements. 

Windy City Treble Quire and Lakeside Pride Marching Band both combined pop songs with gay 
standards to entertain shoppers on the second-floor balcony. Rainbow bracelets, candy and tattoos 
were distributed on the third floor.

Reigning Miss Illinois Continental Dee-Lite took pictures with LGBT supporters at the photo booth 
upstairs. Also, attendees could show their creativity by making Pride parade signs at an art table 
with a rainbow of Magic Markers. 

Macy’s continues its support of The Trevor Project, which assists LGBTQ youth, with celebrations 
and funding at multiple store locations across the globe. Levi’s has provided a collection inspired 
by the AIDS Memorial Quilt that can be shopped for at the Macy’s website. For more information on 
the events and supportive brands, visit Macys.com/celebrate.

Photos and text by Jerry Nunn

Above: lakeside Pride Marching Band. Below: Sunny Dee-lite (right) and friend.
Photos by Jerry Nunn



BOOk REVIEW

Either Way
By Sanda Levins
$14.95; Magination
Press; 96 pages
Review By liz BAUDleR

Cael is a gay kid growing up in the Midwest, 
afraid to come out because while his classmates 
have definite ideas about him, he doesn’t know 
what his parents will think. 

In the meantime, he’s taking a history class 
that’s discussing LGBTQ rights, and reading by a 
memoir of a gay soldier that he hides under his 
bed. There are a lot of storylines in Either Way, a 
slim graphic novel written by Sandra Levins and 
illustrated by Euan Cook and, honestly, they’re 
not blended together with any subtlety or much 
detail. The storylines only unite at the end; in 
the meantime, there’s a lot of wondering about 
where exactly any of this might go. 

Part of what might be off-putting is Levins’ au-
thor’s note. Cael is a composite character based 
on three real gay men she knows. While she’s 
writing about real experience, she’s a straight 
woman, so there’s a certain lack of authenticity 
and questioning of her motive—why could none 

of her models told their story? Nevertheless, 
Cael’s coming-out story feels authentic, if a bit 
cliched. What’s less enjoyable are the history-
class sections, which are unabashed info dumps 
presenting different angles on marriage equal-
ity and equal rights, and the fictional narrative 
of the gay soldier’s memoir, which actually just 
seems jarring if you happen to forget that the 
book is what’s inspiring Cael in his journey of 
self-discovery. 

The art, too, is serviceable but not particularly 
noteworthy. It’s sketchy, harsh and ragged, which 
works for when Cael is younger and for some of 
the war scenes, but doesn’t suit the history class-
room sections particularly well. Vivid art might 
have made up for the faults of the text, but while 

Euan Cook is clearly talented, his talents might 
have been better applied elsewhere. 

Faults in storytelling aside, Either Way is not a 
terrible book: it’s just not particularly compelling. 
Its press, Magination, is run by the American Psy-
chological Association, which might explain why 
it feels so bland and straight: Perhaps its purpose 
is more educational than artistic, and psycholo-
gists can be notoriously ill-informed about LGBTQ 
issues. It would never compete against some-
thing like Fun Home, where a cartoonist is also 
a deft writer and manages to wind contemporary 
history and literature into her biography. There’s 
got to be a young gay artist and/or writer out 
there, preferably one of color (almost everyone in 
Either Way appears white, although the artwork 
is vague), who could do more justice to a graphic 
novel about teens coming out. 

Pet Shop Boys to
release ‘Catalogue:
1985-2012’

Pet Shop Boys (PSB) will release Catalogue: 
1985-2012, a special series of reissues that will 
include of all their studio albums released on Par-
lophone. 

This definitive edition will feature each album 
from the duo’s discography on the label, remas-
tered and accompanied by “further listening” al-
bums of master quality bonus tracks and demos 
created in the same period of time as each al-
bum, as well as Pet Shop Boys’ own remixes of 
their tracks. Many tracks are being released for 
the first time.

The reissue series will start July 28, with the 
release of the albums Nightlife, Release and Fun-
damental. Each album is available on 180-gram 
vinyl, as well as on CD and digital platforms.

The reissues will continue over the next year 
until all PSB Parlophone albums have been re-
leased with “further listening” albums. Some of 
those albums include Actualy, Please, Very and 
Bilingual.
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cover of Nightlife.
Photo by Eric watson
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 Recently, local activist Robert castillo donated his admirable collection of political 
buttons—a collection that encapsulates the fight for lGBT rights in chicago and 
nationwide—to Gerber-hart library.
 Before he 

donated them, 
windy city Times 

asked Robert to 
share 10 of his 

favorite buttons, 
along with a brief 
recollection about 
their significance, 

both to the 
community and to 

him personally. 
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chuy Garcia For Mayor
“Cook County Commissioner Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, a former city alderman, ran for Mayor in 2015 against current Mayor 

Rahm Emanuel and I was part of LGBTQs for Chuy! and helped secure LGBTQ endorsements for Garcia. I asked that an 
LGBT-specific button be made and this was what they came up with. Chuy had promised to restore the city’s Advisory 
Council on LGBT Issues and appoint a an LGBT liaison, a position done away with by Emanuel. Though Chuy forced the 
Mayor into a run-off, Emanuel ended up winning re-election to a second term.”

Mayor washington For chicago
“When Harold Washington ran for mayor, his candidacy 

energized a number of constituencies in Chicago and gave 
hope to many in the city’s Black and Latino communities, 
who didn’t feel they were represented or had a voice at City 
Hall. His first campaign made history when he was elected 
Chicago’s first Black mayor. He acknowledged the role LG-
BTs played in his campaign and appointed Kit Duffy 
as his liaison to the gay and lesbian 
community. He won reelection 
to a second term, but unfor-
tunately died in 1987 and 
though Eugene Sawyer 
was selected to replace 
Washington, much of the 
hope Washington inspired 
seemed to be missing dur-
ing Sawyer’s tenure.”

NeiU Gay & lesbian Alliance
“This button was made by my 

late husband John Pennycuff, who 
became a member of the organiza-
tion, which I co-chaired. We were the 
most active group on campus during 
my tenure and we held “Don’t Assume I’m 
Straight” forums, information tables on Na-
tional Coming Out  Day and distributed condoms 
for World AIDS Day. Met many wonderful friends 
in the group and we even marched in the city’s 

PRIDE Parade one year.”

Queer Nation chicago
“Queer Nation Chicago was the local chapter of the na-

tional direct action group and was dedicated to the visibil-
ity, equality, liberation, etc. of the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community. I became head of propaganda 
in the mid-’90s and created many of the organization’s 
graphics, stickers, press releases, etc. and helped organize 
campaigns to pressure then-Cook County Board president 
Richard Phelan to pass a countywide anti-discrimination 
ordinance, including the now infamous “Waffle Toss.” In 
addition, QN hosted the annual Stop The Violence Stop 
The Hate anti-violence march and supported many ACT UP 
Chicago actions.”

equal Marriage Now!
“This was the name of a group 

organized primarily to pressure 
Cook County Clerk David Orr to is-
sue marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples in Cook County in 2004. 
They organized numerous protests 
at the Cook County Marriage Li-
cense Bureau as well as protests 
against the Federal Marriage 
Amendment, which was being 
pushed by then-President George 
W. Bush. John and I participated 
in many of the groups “Marry-In” 
actions at the Cook County Mar-
riage License Bureau where we 
were consistently denied a mar-
riage license.”

i Support The Gender identity Amendment
“Another button made exclusively for the mayor’s annual PRIDE reception, this one was part of a campaign to amend the City of Chicago 

Human Rights Ordinance and Fair Housing Ordinance to include gender identity. The campaign to pass the amendment brought together 
a diverse group of LGBT activists and eventually passed. I am proud to say this button was also made by Logan Square’s Busy Beaver 
Button Company.”

¡ya llegó chicago!
“Latino LGBTs came together to help organize 

the LLEGO conference in 1998. This was the 
first time that many different groups—includ-
ing ALMA, Amigas Latinas, Minority Outreach 
Intervention Project—came together to organize 
a conference. There was some tension, but the 
conference brought Latino LGBTs from all across 
the country and Puerto Rico to Chicago, and there 
was even an awesome kick-off celebration held 
at the National Mexican Museum of Art in Pilsen. 
This button was made by Logan 
Square’s Busy Beaver Button 
Company.”

i Fought Aids 
with Danny 
Sotomayor

“Danny Soto-
mayor was a prom-
inent Puerto Rican 
AIDS activist and 
political cartoonist 
in the ‘90s who started off with the direct 
action AIDS activist group ACT UP Chicago 
but eventually left ACT UP to form CURE AIDS 
NOW. He was my inspiration to become an ac-
tivist because he was out, was Latino, was 
from Humboldt Park and was an amazing ac-
tivist. I was given this button by Lori Cannon 
and I treasure it.”

i Attended John And Robert’s 
wedding Reception

“My partner, John, and I had 
been involved in the same-
sex marriage issue in Chicago 
with Equal Marriage NOW and 
Lambda Legal’s Freedom To 
Marry Committee when San 
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom 
began issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. John and I flew to 
SF and were married in SF’s City Hall on March 5, 2004, and re-
turned to Chicago on March 7 for our wedding reception, held at 
Ann Sather’s on Belmont. Our friend Catherine Sikora made these 
buttons to give out to guests.”

Pushing buttons

i Support Marriage equality
“I had this button made specifically to distribute at the Mayor’s annual PRIDE reception and both John and I were members of the City of Chicago Advisory Council on LGBT Issues at 

the time. We distributed several hundred of them to reception attendees and presented one to Mayor Richard M. Daley. He was one of the first big city mayors to support marriage equality 
and wore the button while he delivered his speech. I am proud to say this button was made by Logan Square’s Busy Beaver Button Company.”
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Ride with Pride
Whether you’re headed to the parade, or looking to 
get from point A to B any other day of the year, 
Uber can connect you with a safe, affordable ride.

Sign up with code WINDYCITYTIMES at Uber.com/app

First time riders only. Expires 12/31/17

http://www.uber.com/app
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From the inaugural display of the NAMeS Project AiDS Memorial Quilt at at Navy Pier in 1988. See page 30 for info on the new dsiplay of the quilt this Pride weekend at Navy Pier.
Photos by Lisa Howe-Ebright

Remembering NAMES
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From top: Studs Terkel, famed 
chicago author and journalist; 
cleve Jones, founder of the NAMeS 
Project; Dr. Ron Sable, a political 
and healthcare advocate who 
later died of AiDS complications.

left: Peggy Baker, the mayor’s gay liaison, with then-Mayor eugene Sawyer. Right: Rev. willie Barrow of Operation PUSh (her son died of AiDS complications).



By GeNe NADeN

When Corbin Woodling moved to Chicago in 1990, 
he had a problem. 

Fresh from graduate school at Purdue Univer-
sity, he didn’t know anyone here and wanted to 
find a way to meet people outside of the bars. He 
had just started running so his first move was to 
search the Windy City Times classified section for 
running groups. He found a notice for a gay run-

ning club called Frontrunners. He went to their 
next run and joined immediately.

When Woodling first joined Frontrunners, he 
could barely run three miles. After running with 
the group regularly, he trained for and ran his 
first marathon in Chicago in 1991. He is now on 
a streak and has run the Chicago Marathon ev-
ery year since 1997. This April, he completed the 
London Marathon. It was his 44th marathon. His 
goal is to complete all six of the World Major 
Marathons (he has done four so far) and have his 
50th marathon be the Boston Marathon in 2019. 
He has challenged himself to run even longer dis-
tances. He has completed six 50K (31-mile) ultra-
marathons. For his 50th birthday, he completed a 
50-mile race last fall.

Woodling said of his style, “I’m not the fastest 
person out there but I’m very consistent. I’m like 
a clock. I have a friend who calls me ‘one speed.’ 
It’s just the pace I go for a marathon. My 2013 
and 2014 Chicago Marathon times were 3:47:07 
and 3:47:08. That’s a one-second difference!”

During his 27 years as an active member of 

Frontrunners, he has been on the board nearly 
every year. He has served as every officer on 
the board including President in 1994. He rarely 
misses a Tuesday or Saturday run with the club. 
He was given the rare honor of “lifetime” mem-
ber.

Frontrunners Chicago was started in Chicago in 
1982. In 1995, the club was inducted into the 
city’s Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame. Frontrunners 
is a global organization with chapters is many 

cities.
Frontrunners Chicago has about 150 members. 

On a nice Saturday morning in the summer, there 
can be more than 40 people. Many people initial-
ly think the club is just fast runners but actually 
it includes many different abilities and speeds. 
There are walkers, too.

Said Woodling, “It’s a welcoming and fun en-
vironment where you can meet new friends and 
realize personal goals. We also welcome and en-
courage allies of the LGBTQ community to join 
our club.”

Frontrunners volunteers at several local run-
ning events including the Bank of America Sham-
rock Shuffle 8K, the JPMorgan Chase Corporate 
Challenge and the Bank of America Chicago Mar-
athon. The club has been volunteering for the 
Bank of America Chicago Marathon for nearly 25 
years.

Regarding the club’s service at the Chicago 
Marathon, Woodling said, “Our aid station at mile 
eight is a featured stop on the course. The local 
news stations set up by us because they know 

they are going to get a good show and have a 
great time. All the runners smile when they pass 
us. There are dancers and cheerleaders with three 
stages of entertainment plus a total of 230 vol-
unteers who pour water and Gatorade to tend to 
the 45,000 runners. Each year there is a theme. 
It’s been Broadway, Wizard of Oz, Village People, 
Disco, Superheroes, Wild West, Weddings and Ve-
gas. This year’s theme is a surprise.”

One of the other things Woodling likes about 
the club is that it hosts the Proud To Run event 
each year. As part of Chicago’s LGBTQ Pride Week 
activities since 1982, Proud To Run is an annual 
10K run and 5K run/walk along the lakefront. It 
focuses on celebrating pride in and raising funds 
to support the greater Chicago area LGBTQ com-
munity. Proud to Run has donated more than 

$750,000 over the years.
In 2016, Proud to Run had a record turnout of 

more than 1,800 registrants. Overall, more than 
2,200 people participated in last year’s event by 
running, walking, volunteering and sponsoring. 
This year’s Proud To Run event is on June 24th.

Proud To Run is organized by an all-volunteer, 
community-based board of directors. Woodling 
has been on the Proud To Run board nearly every 
year. He was a race director during 2004-06 and 
he is a race director again this year.

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers chicago meets 
at the Totem Pole at Addison and lake Shore 
Drive every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and every 
Saturday at 9 a.m. For more information on 
the club and Proud To Run, visit FRFwchicago.
org andProudToRun.org.

Marathon man leads
LGBT running club

corbin woodling.
Photo courtesy of woodling
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Billie Jean King
delivers speech at
NU commencement
By DAviD Thill
 
Former star tennis player Billie Jean King, 
known for her advocacy work on behalf of wom-
en and the LGBTQ community, addressed North-
western University’s graduating class June 16, 
saying, “You are by far the best generation 
ever, so far— ever—to deal with inclusion.

“I’m telling you, it’s changing, and it’s be-
cause of people like you,” said King, who also 
received an honorary doctorate at the ceremo-
ny.

King, whose threat to boycott the 1973 U.S. 
Open led it to become the first Grand Slam 
tournament to award equal pay to its male and 
female champions, expressed hope that women 
in the class of 2017 “may be the first genera-
tion of women to actually see equal pay for 
equal work in their professional lifetime.” At 
the same time, she acknowledged that that 
might not happen in her lifetime. “What a 
bummer.”

Citing a Harvard Business Review study, King 
added that men, too, will play a “vital role in 
the quest for equal pay.” Male champions of 
equal pay “practice leadership that is inclu-
sively focused, not self-focused,” she said. 
“And because of that, everybody wins.”

King finished her remarks by welcoming 
a group of graduating tennis players to the 
stage. While the Northwestern Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble played “Philadelphia Freedom,” the 
hit song that Elton John wrote in King’s honor, 
the athletes used their rackets to hit tennis 
balls into the crowd of graduates.

Force advance to
championship

The Chicago Force added to its final season—
and to its legacy—by defeating the Pittsburgh 
Passion in the playoffs 45-0 on June 17 at 
Evanston Township High School.

The Force will now play Boston in the confer-
ence championship on Saturday, July 8.

The game will be in Revere, Massachusetts, 
at Harry Della Russo Field, with the kickoff time 
TBD. The winner of this game will advance to 
the national championship at Highmark Sta-
dium in Pittsburgh on Saturday, July 22.

Registration open
for AIDS Run & Walk

Registration has opened for the 16th annual 
AIDS Run & Walk Chicago on Sunday, Oct. 1. 

The event will start and finish at Soldier Field 
in Chicago, and courses for the 5K walk and the 
5K/10K runs will stretch along Lake Michigan. 
Those runs start at 8:30 a.m., with the walk 
beginning at 8:45 a.m. (The opening ceremony 
will start at 7:25 a.m.)

Funds raised through AIDS Run & Walk Chi-
cago will benefit programs and services for the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago and more than 30 
other metropolitan organizations that provide 
life-saving services to people living with HIV 
and AIDS. Since it was established in 2001, 
AIDS Run & Walk Chicago has netted more than 
$5 million to battle the epidemic.

For more information, visit AIDSRunWalk.org 
or call 312-334-0946.

Billie Jean King with NU President Morton 
Schapiro.
Photo by David Thill
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/*

a full scholarship for

codeplatoon

*/

if

{

 transgender

 veteran

 want a career in

 software development

}

/*

hurry up! applications

are due july 2017
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If you are transgender or GNC and not a veteran, 
please email training4trans@gmail.com to be put 
on a list for potential upcoming coding courses.

http://codeplatoon.org/
how-it-works/

tuition-funding/

Full scholarship
available for

transgender veterans
to learn coding

{
No experience
necessary{

Information about the
scholarship can be found at:

http://codeplatoon.org/how-it-works/tuition-funding/
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PrideFest Milwaukee 2017
sets historic attendance record
with over 37,000 guests, PrideFest Milwaukee’s 30th anniversary celebration 
was officially the largest lGBTQ pride event in wisconsin history.
 Featured artists included Steve Grand, Betty who, Randy Rainbow, 10,000 
Maniacs, Todrick hall, crystal Bowerson and more. 
Photos provided by PrideFest Milwaukee
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By ANDRew DAviS

Arun’s Thai Restaurant (4156 N. Kedzie Ave.; 
ArunsThai.com) has a storied history—and this 
writer has wanted to go to the three-decade-old 
spot for the longest time.
 Of course, this anticipation came with its own 
set of problems, including the possibility of the 
cuisine and service not living up to its reputa-
tion.
 However, I shouldn’t have worried. The word 
“amazing” is used a lot, but it definitely de-
scribed my time at Arun’s.
 Even the experience with cocktails is differ-
ent than just about any other place I’ve tried. 
The craft cocktails ($14-$18 each), such as 
the Phuket Pickled Mule and my incredible Spa 
Thyme, not only have the ingredients spelled out 
on the menu—but the garnishes have their own 
separate listing as well. For example, with Spa 
Thyme the garnish assortment included a “Spa 
Thyme” ice cube (naturally), fresh mint, a cu-
cumber ribbon, pickled cherry blossoms and St. 

Germain float.
 The cuisine was simply incredible. For example, 
things started off with a trio platter consisting of 
a golden basket, golden pouches with dungeness 
crab and steamed chicken dumplings. Partner Paul 
Schermerhorn even advised my dining companion 
and myself regarding what order to consume the 
items—resulting in a gustatory experience that 
was almost beyond words. As for the artistry in-
volved in the presentation, I defy to not take a 
photo of the dish; it’s awe-inspiring.
 And then the hits kept coming: Thai spring 
rolls were followed by (pink) Siamese noodles 
and savory massaman curried beef. However, the 
Beyond the Sea was the apex—red snapper sur-

rounded by pastry and accompanied by a goldfish 
carved out of carrot. (The server even asked if 
I wanted the fish in a “bowl,” which consisted 
of a plastic cup with lid.) The dinner concluded 
with mango with sticky rice crepe and coconut 
ice cream—light, refreshing and delicious.
 Arun’s is a singular experience—and the place 
(which had a brief renovation earlier this year, 
but with most of the “artistic integrity” pre-
served, according to Schermerhorn) provided one 
of the best restaurant experiences I’ve had this 
year.
 Note: Restaurant profiles/events are based 
on invitations arranged from restaurants and/
or firms.

the DIShthe DISh
Weekly Dining guide in

WINDy CITy TIMES

SAVOR 
Arun’s

Photos from Arun’s. Above left: Siamese 
noodles. Above right: Trio basket. Below: 
The Phuket pickled mule.
Photos by andrew Davis

http://www.fullkit.com
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By veRNON heSTeR

On June 13, Brooklyn Boulders Chicago and 
DO312 presented Out to Climb: Pride Edition at 
100 S. Morgan St. The event, which boasted the 
first drag rock climbing competition ever also 
featured a host of personalities and entertainers 
from Chicago’s vibrant nightlife community and 
benefited The Transformative Justice Law Project. 

Among the celebrities in attendance were em-

cees Lucy Stoole and Trannika Rex, with hosts 
Imp Queen, Tenderoni, Hannah Vitti, An Authen-
tic Skid Mark, Scott Cramer and guest bartend-
ers Debbie Fox and Ryan Willing of TaTuesday. 
Competing drag climbers included Abhijeet, Alex 
Kay, and designer Eda Yorulmazglu with music 
provided by Teen Witch Fan Club.

This edition of Out to Climb took place at 
Brooklyn Boulders Chicago, a high tech climbing 
gym. For the event, attendees placed cash bets 

on which drag queen they thought would reach 
the summit with Brooklyn Bridges donating an 
additional amount for each winner. In addition 
to the climbing Bambi Banks performed a musi-
cal number.

The festivities began with Abhijeet facing off 
with Kay with Abhijeet emerging as the victor. 
For the second go round Abhijeet challenged 
Yorulmazglu and just barely won a second time. 
Amidst the merriment attendees were encouraged 
to climb with Brooklyn Boulders Chicago making 
an encouraging donation for those who made it 
to the top.

All proceeds from the event were donated 
to The Transformative Justice Law Project. The 
Project, which is a collective of radical activists, 
social workers, and organizers provides support, 
advocacy, and free holistic advocacy and criminal 
legal services to poor and street based transgen-
der people in Illinois.

Drag rock climbing event 
benefits The Transformative 
Justice Law Project

Photos by vern Hester
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more from Pride Fest ’17 
Photos by Ed Negron

http://www.fullkit.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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Photos by Jerry Nunn

PRIDE FEST SUNDAY FUNDAY AT SIDETRACK
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“Well, I hope he doesn’t, because I won’t per-
form if he does. Because I hate the motherfucker. 
How’s that?”—Patti luPone, when asked on the 
Tony Awards’ red carpet why President Trump 
should come see the show she’s in, War Paint. 
She was then asked why she wouldn’t perform for 
him. You don’t ask LuPone a question if you ain’t 
ready for the answer!

With Gay Pride Month swiftly drawing to a 
close, some people are still irked that President 
Trump has not even mentioned it. But one gay 
man did something about it. Nikos Giannopou-
los was named Rhode Island’s “Teacher of the 
Year” and as part of that honor, he got to visit 
the White House and meet Donald and Melania. 
For the visit, Nikos accessorized with a fan—an 
actual fan ... you know, in case he got the vapors! 
When asked what the president thought, Nikos 
told NPR, “Oh, he loved it! I popped it open when 
I walked into the office because I’m a very sassy 
person. And Trump complimented it right away. 
He said, ‘I love the fan!’ And he told me I had 
great style. Then, when I was ushered in for my 
private photo with the president and Melania, I 
was told I should put it away. So I just folded 
it up and held it at my side. But when it came 
time for the photo, I just asked the president, 
‘Do you mind if I use the fan for the photo?’ He 
said, ‘Absolutely! Go for it.’ So I popped my fan 
and did my pose.” To recap, he asked the presi-
dent, “Do you mind if I use the fan?,” and the 
president said, “Absolutely.” Geez, you’d think a 
teacher would have caught that! But it is a pretty 
fabulous photo, which we’ll post on our website.

I know many of my readers love colton haynes. 
And, sure, he’s cute. But I am kinda over him. Per-
haps I expect too much, but I really don’t enjoy 
someone using the coming out process for public-
ity. And crying about how hard he had it. Please. 
Not that successful, beautiful people don’t have 
problems. It really is such a burden! Colton’s lat-
est stop on the whining tour was on Andy cohen 
(so to speak). Haynes said, “I was literally told 
from the day that I moved to Los Angeles that I 
could not be gay because I wouldn’t work. Then 
I was with my management team and team of 
people that just literally told me I couldn’t be 
this way.” They told him—perhaps at gunpoint—
that he had to do it their way. Mind you, Haynes 
wasn’t a child. By the time he got to Hollywood 
at 19, he had been a successful model for several 
years. So it’s not like he didn’t have a say in his 
own life. It’s just creating more of this “victim 
drama.” I would have much more respect for him 
if he said, “I was afraid to come out,” or “I didn’t 
want to jeopardize my career,” or “I was fucked 
up.” But to put the blame on others and present 
yourself as a spineless puppet—well, it doesn’t 
make him very attractive in my book.

Time for a rare mid-column blind item. Could it 
be that someone in our community who is recent-
ly engaged is going down a familiar path? It’s 
certainly not a path which worked out any better 
for him the last few times. From what I hear, this 

foxy fella has once again handed over the reigns 
to his business, career and life to yet another in-
dividual—who will inevitably screw him over, and 
he’ll then cry about it. It’s like the opposite of 
Pavlov’s Dog—which is ironic because sexually, 
he’s quite adept at doing it doggy style.

Steve Grand has released a new single, just in 
time for the summer. “Walking” is a fun, poppy 
song. According to Steve, “I am donating 100 
percent of the net proceeds of my new song 
‘Walking’ to Rainbow Railroad—a charity with 
the mission to ‘help lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
trans individuals find a safe haven from state-
sponsored violence, murder and persecution.’” 
Needless to say, the promotional video includes 
a fair number of skin shots you’ve come to expect 
from Grand, which led one gay website to take an 
interesting poll: Do you think Steve Grand is suc-
cessful because he has real talent or because he’s 
so sexy? I don’t need to tell you the answer, do I? 
But, do catch Steve in what I’d call “minute 12” 
of his career all summer long at the Provincetown 
Art House; see PTownArtHouse.com.

Golden boy Matt Bomer isn’t getting much love 
regarding his latest project. In the film Anything, 
he plays a transgender woman who is a sex work-
er. Not surprisingly, the trans community took 
umbrage at the role being played by a non-trans 
actor. GLAAD even came out against the project, 
saying, “Yet another painful reminder that, in 
the eyes of so many people, transgender women 
are really just men. That message is toxic and 
dangerous.” The film’s executive producer, Mark 
Ruffalo, says the casting was inspired after he 
worked with Bomer on The Normal Heart. In the 
film, a widower moves to LA to be near his sis-
ter and meets a neighbor (Bomer). According to 
reports, “They must confront their complicated 
pasts before embarking on a future together.” 
And, I’m sure, hilarity ensues! You can see an 

BIlly
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BIllyBIllyBIlly
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Matt Bomer isn’t getting much love for his 
latest project, Billy says.
PR photo

advance clip on BillyMasters.com.
Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Steven in 

Los Angeles: “I’ve been hooked on American Gods 
ever since you ran that nude clip. I heard there’s 
a sex tape of Ricky whittle floating around. 
Have you seen it? Do you have it?”

I have, and I do. But it isn’t exactly a sex tape. 
It’s yet another one of those jerk-off videos of a 
celebrity that routinely gets leaked. In this case, 
Ricky was communicating with someone via Sky-
pe and decides to pleasure his monstrously large 
appendage. It’s pretty hot, and he’s in incredible 
shape—as you’ll see on BillyMasters.com.

When we’re featuring both gods and monsters, 
it’s definitely time to end yet another column. I 
hope you all had a happy Father’s Day. If there’s 
one thing I enjoy, it’s a hot daddy! And you can 
find both dads and lads on www.BillyMasters.
com—the site that’s fun for the whole family! 
If you have a question, feel free to send it along 
to me at Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise 
to get back to you before someone casts Colton 
Haynes as Pinocchio! So, until next time, remem-
ber: One man’s filth is another man’s bible.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

CLEANING SERVICES
cheSTNUT cleANiNG SeRviceS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ARe yOU GOiNG ThROUGh A DiFFicUlT TiMe? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., lcPc. Northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com / 
www.BlandTherapy.com (9/28/17-52)

HELP WANTED
cAReGiveR/DRiveR Caregiver Needed to care for el-
derly woman and my little kid 2 years old. Weekly 
wage of $600. Must be able to drive and also be 
compassionate. Please text or call for more details. 
(619) 535-9954 (6/28/17-3)

eNTRePReNeURiAl SPiRiTS wANTeD. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(6/28/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKe yOUR DecK lOOK FABUlOUS! Get on our sched-
ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free estimates! Andy Oncall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
FiRST-clASS ASiAN MAle MASSeUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (6/21/17-13)

SKIN CARE INSTITUTE

ClASSIFIEDS

Become an Esthetician!

(847) 329-9174
www.estelle.edu

Scholarships Available
for up to $1,000

* = Federal Financial Aid available only to those who qualify. Limited number of scholarships available to 
out-of-pocket students. Restrictions may apply.

Gainful Employment Disclosures available at http://www.estelle.edu/admissions/disclosures/

Financial Aid Available* • Nationally Accredited

Pride North Festival, 
Sun., June 25 

Rainbows and revelers return to Rogers Park 
this year for the 2017 Pride North Festival, billed 
as “the Northside’s largest neighborhood Pride 
party.”

The festival takes place along the block of N. 
Glenwood Ave., between Morse Ave. and Lunt 
Ave., in the Glenwood Arts District.

This year’s event promises two stages with DJs 
and three dancefloors. Following is a full sched-
ule of DJs:

Miller Stage
1 p.m.: DJ Spin Svpreme
2:30 p.m.: DJ Riley York
4 p.m.: DJ Sandra Suave
5:30 p.m.: DJ Samone Roberts
7 p.m.: DJ Pyscho Bitch
8:30 p.m.: DJ BK Web
 
Stoli Stage
Noon.: DJ LA LA
1:30 p.m.: DJ Jerry Featherstone
3 p.m.: DJ Mark Byrne
5 p.m.: DJ Ron Geronimo
6:30 p.m.: DJ Laura B and DJ Val
8:30 p.m.: DJ Fox Fonix

St. Sukie de la Croix
novel out in July

St. Sukie de la Croix will release the novel The 
Blue Spong and the Flight from Mediocrity in 
July.

The work is described in a press release as “a 
humorous historical fantasy that showcases the 
follies of heteronormative, misogynistic, repres-
sive life.”

de la Croix is a writer and photographer most 
widely known for his book Chicago Whispers: A 
History of LGBT Chicago Before Stonewall. His 
works have explored the underground cultures 
and aspects of Chicago’s LGBT community dating 
back to the 1970s. He has been inducted into the 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame.
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

Professional Condo/Coop 
Property Management at an 
Affordable Rate

Dedicated to Achieving
100% Customer Satisfaction

Kane Property
Management Corp.

773-472-2300
www.KaneManagement.com

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777
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Wed., June 21 
30 Under 30 Awards Each year Windy 

City Times honors 30 outstanding LGBT 
individuals ( and allies ) for substantial 
contributions to the Chicagoland LGBT 
community in the fields of entertain-
ment, politics, health, activism, aca-
demics, sports or other areas. 7:00pm   
Polo Cafe, 3322 South Morgan St., Chi-
cago  

2nd Annual Transgender community 
ice cream Social Center on Halsted & 
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams are Proud 
Co-Sponsors. Socialize on Center on 
Halsted’s beautiful rooftop deck. Take in 
a wonderful view of the city, celebrate 
Pride Month, meet new friends, and en-
joy complimentary Jeni’s Splendid Ice 
Cream. Free event.   5:30pm - 8:30pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St., 
Chicago  http://www.centeronhalsted.
org/newevents-details.cfm?ID=14280 

Activism Series: Project Fierce Project 
Fierce Chicago is a grassroots collective 
of radical social workers, youth advo-
cates and other community members 
who are working together to establish 
community-driven, identity-affirming 
housing in Chicago. Project Fierce’s mis-
sion is to reduce LGBTQ youth home-
lessness in Chicago by providing tran-
sitional housing and support services to 
LGBTQ-identified young adults.   7:00pm 
- 8:30pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com/
event/activism-series-project-fierce 

you’re Being Ridiculous Pride Series 
Real people tell true stories about their 
lives. Tickets $20.  8:00pm   Steppen-
wolf  1650 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.steppenwolf.org/tickets-
-events/seasons/2016-17/youre-being-
ridiculous-pride/

The w.O.M.B. & Affinity community Ser-
vices Present: OPeN Mic NiGhT Open 
Mic poetry event  7:00pm - 10:00pm   
Affinity Community Services  2850 S. 
Wabash Ave. #108 Chicago  http://www.
affinity95.org

Pride Day at Brookfield zoo Rainbow 
flags, wildlife, nature and attractions 
like Hamill Family Wild Encounters, But-
terflies!, Great Bear Wilderness, and Di-
nos & Dragons. Up-close with Brookfield 
Zoo’s animal ambassadors Zoo Chats. 
General admission to Brookfield Zoo is 
$19.85 adults and $14.50 kids 3-11, 
seniors 65+. Kids 2 and under are free. 
Parking is $12.   9:30am   Brookfield 
Zoo  708-688-8667  http://www.brook-
fieldzoo.org

Thursday, June 22
Thrive: weekly group for hiv-positive 

yMSM Open process group facilitated 
by a licensed counselor open to all 
HIV-positive young men who have sex 
with men, 18-29. A safe space to pro-
cess one’s HIV status, emotional and 
mental health, relationships, identity, 
and personal growth. Also fun activi-
ties and cultural outings once a quarter. 
Contact Dayna Flores at 773-989-9400 
x283   6:00pm   TPAN’s Office, 5537 N 
Broadway, Chicago  http://www.tpan.
com/events/thrive-edition

Pride Month Film Screening: Tomboy 
A family moves into a new neighbor-
hood, and a 10-year-old named Laure 
deliberately presents as a boy named 
Mikhael to the neighborhood chil-
dren.  6:00pm - 8:00pm   Kelly Public 
Library, 6151 S. Normal Boulevard, 
Chicago  http://chipublib.bibliocom-
mons.com/events/search/fq=progra
m:(52ec52e0cb8b1e0000000031)/
event/590b6fb91895920a0ff3812f

Black Gay chicago Open house Learn 
about the work of “Black Gay Chicago” 
and the team; and build new social net-
works, increase connection to the com-
munity. Hosted by Affinity. Refreshments 
served. RSVP  6:00pm - 9:00pm   Affin-
ity Community Services  2850 S. Wabash 
Ave. #108 Chicago  http://www.face-
book.com/events/132248080682839/

New Town writers’ workshop Writers 
please bring copies of your work so oth-
er writers and listeners may more eas-
ily follow the texts.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   
Charmers’ Cafe, 1500 W. Jarvis Ave., 
Chicago

Do Ask, Do Tell, Keeping veterans and 
Service members healthy 2017 Bridg-
et Altenburg, West Point graduate, Army 

Captain and now COO of National Able 
Network keynote speaker. LGBT Psychol-
ogy Fellow, Dr. Darnell Motley, will pres-
ent on Hines resources for LGBT Veter-
ans. Free. Questions to Lorry.Luscri@
va.gov   11:30pm   Edward Hines Jr. VA 
Hospital, 5000 S 5th Ave, Hines, IL

Friday, June 23
lunch & learn: the Use of Truvada for 

PreP Presenter: F. Lisa Sterman, M.D., 
MPH, Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine- University of California, San 
Francisco. Dr. Sterman has focused 
on Internal Medicine and HIV for the 
past 21 years in San Francisco. She 
has also been involved in HIV clinical 
research. Since 2011, she has served 
on the Board of Directors for the San 
Francisco Aids Foundation and over the 
past 11 years has personally raised over 
$200,000 through the AIDS Life Cycle. 
Free lunch will be provided. Free event.  
2:00pm - 3:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org/newevents-details.
cfm?ID=14382

American library Association Annual 
conference Through June 27  5:30pm   
McCormick Place West Building, Chicago  
http://2017.alaannual.org

Pride Kickoff at center on halsted Over-
looking Halsted Street on the Richard M. 
Daley Roof Terrace, featuring breakout 
star of RuPaul’s Drag Race CoCo Mon-
trese. $20 includes two drinks (beer, 
wine or soda), bites and performance. 
Ice cream from Jeni’s. Dueling DJs: 
DJ Billy Brown vs. DJ Gemini Jones.  
5:30pm - 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: http://
community.centeronhalsted.org/Pride-
Kickoff

AlMA and Puerto Rican Arts Alliance 
pre-Pride event Leaders and Allies 
networking and learning about what 
ALMA and Puerto Rican Arts Alliance do. 
Includes a remembrance of the Pulse 
shooting.  6:00pm - 9:00pm   Puerto Ri-
can Arts Alliance, 3000 N. Elbridge Ave., 
Chicago  http://www.almachicago.org/

lives:visible The new film by Chicagoan 
Michelle Citron, Lives:Visible, is an el-
egy for two cultures-the working-class 
butch/fem world of pre-Stonewall Chi-
cago, and the once ubiquitous film-
based snapshot that recorded everyday 
20th Century American life. Filmmaker 
will be at both screenings. Followed by 
a screening of Leftovers   8:00pm   Gene 
Siskel Film Center  164 N State Chi-
cago  http://genesiskelfilmcenter.pfes-
tore.com/capacity/events/1b285c6e-
4267-48b7-8ee9-da3fe34eaed0.aspx

Saturday, June 24 
Proud to Run 5K and 10K footrace spon-

sored by Chicago Area Running Asso-
ciation. Race day entertainment, door 
prizes and awards.  8:00am   Montrose 
Ave. and Simmonds Dr., just north of 

Montrose Harbor  http://www.proudto-
run.org

Oak Park Area lesbian and Gay Associa-
tion Donut Day with PFlAG Fundraiser 
for OPALGA scholarship fund. Shifts start 
at 4am. Wear your OPALGA Tee Shirt or 
get one for volunteering. Signup online 
or contact Alisa Ray, donut coordina-
tor for OPALGA at alisa.ray@sbcglobal.
net   8:00am   Oak Park Farmer’s market  
Tickets: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090d4daeab22a5f85-donut 

Pier Pride Full day of Pride activities 
along the lakefront beginning with 
The Big Gay Get-In-Shape, followed by 
children and families’ Story Time with 
Drag Queens, presented by Muffy Fish-
basket. NAMES Project’s AIDS Memorial 
Quilt will be accompanied by original 
Lisa Howe-Ebright photographs from 
the 1988 Quilt exhibit. Family-friendly, 
free and open to the public.  12:00pm   
Navy Pier  600 E Grand Ave Chicago  
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
lgbt/Pier-Pride-at-Navy-Pier-to-host-
AIDS-Memorial-Quilt-full-day-of-Pride-
events/59414.html

21st Annual chicago Dyke March Pre-

sented by the Chicago Dyke March Collec-
tive. La Colectiva Dyke March en Chicago 
presenta La Vigesima primera Marcha 
Dyke en La Villita. ASL-English interpre-
tation provided. Habra interpretacion de 
lengua de signos americana en Ingles. 
Gathering 1:30pm  2:00pm - 6:00pm   
Little Village Academy 2620 S Lawndale 
Ave, Chicago  http://www.facebook.
com/events/415694558810434/

21st Annual chicago Dyke March Rally 
following the march The Chicago Dyke 
March Collective (CDMC) continues to 
evolve and exist as a grassroots mobi-
lization and celebration of dyke, queer, 
bisexual, and transgender resilience  
3:30pm   Piotrowski Park, 4247 W 31st 
St., Little Village, Chicago  http://Chi-
cagoDykeMarch.WordPress.com

Back lot Bash 2017 Pride weekend fes-

tival: DJ Goodboy. Catfight, Kiyone 
Valentine, JD Samson and Tori Who-
dat.  4:00pm   5238 N. Clark St., Chi-
cago (parking lot behind Cheetah gym). 
Through June 25.  http://www.backlot-
bashchicago.com/  Tickets: http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/2946728

Freedom-The Ultimate George Michael 
and wham! Tribute Band Celebrate 
what would have been George Michael’s 
birthday. Free party bus shuttle from 
Boystown to Reggies and back. Email 
info@reggieslive.com for more de-
tails and to secure a spot. Ages 17+.   
8:00pm   Reggies Rock Club, 2109 S. 
State St., Chicago  http://www.reg-
gieslive.com/show/freedom-birthday-
tribute-show-george-michael-featuring-
solo-material-wham/

Sunday, June 25 
chicago Annual Pride Parade Grand Mar-

shal Lea DeLaria. 150 registered entries, 
including floats, decorated vehicles, 
performance groups, a marching band 
and walking contingents from commu-
nity organizations, businesses, govern-
ment officials and individual community 
members. Questions to PrideChgo@aol.
com   12:00pm   Begins Montrose Ave. 
and Broadway, ends at Diversey Parkway 
and Sheridan Rd  http://www.chicago-
pridecalendar.org1

Pride North Annual Pride festival held in 
Rogers Park along Glenwood Ave. be-
tween Morse and Lunt in the Glenwood 
Arts District. Two stages of DJs and 
three dancefloors. The Northside’s larg-
est neighborhood Pride party. 

Monday, June 26 
weekly Transgender care Services Chi-

cago House TransSafe Drop-In provides 
weekly “one-stop shop,” addressing the 
vulnerability of transgender individuals. 
No appointment necessary to access 
services most needed by those mar-
ginalized within the transgender com-
munity, including housing, legal, em-
ployment, medical including hormones, 
and social support. Ask receptionist for 
“TransSafe.” Last week in this location.  
12:00pm - 4:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.
chicagohouse.org/causes/translife-
center/

Tuesday, June 27 
Two Queens in a Kitchen web Series 

Preview & Potluck - Free Join OPEN TV 
- beta for the first public preview of the 
second season of Two Queens in a Kitch-
en (#2QIK), a turn-to-relevance cooking 
show featuring Chicago’s queens and 
queers discussing family, home, politics, 
culture, and art while making a healthy 
snack. RSVP online.  7:00pm - 10:00pm   
Reunion Chicago, 2557 W. North Ave, 
Chicago  http://www.reunionchicago.
com/calendar/2017/6/27/two-queens-
in-a-kitchen-preview-potluck
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MADE IN ThE ShADES

TThe chicago Dyke March will 
take place in the la villita 

area of the city.
Photo from 2016 by Gretchen

Rachel Hammond

Saturday, June 24

ON ThE RUN

Proud to Run will
commence just north
of Montrose harbor.

Photo from 2016 by
carrie Maxwell

Saturday, June 24
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