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Filmmaker Shaleece Haas (above) 
discusses her trans-focused 
documentary, Real Boy.
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‘16 Acura TLX Tech/Navi. .......... Auto., Leather, Sunroof, Silver, 16700A ......$25,795
‘13 VW Tiguan SE/Navi.   ......Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, White, P5457 ......$16,995
‘11 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4   ..........Auto., Full Power, Black, 16767A ......$13,995
‘15 Jeep Patriot Latitude   ..........Auto., Leather, Sunroof, Black, 16747A ......$13,995
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‘14 Nissan Versa Note SV ................Auto., Full Power, 33K, Silver, P5511 ......$10,995
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‘04 VW Jetta  GLS   ......................Automatic, 1-Owner, 54K, Blue, 17715A ........$6,995
‘10 Chevy Impala LT  .................... Automatic, Full Power, White, 17474A ........$6,995
‘07 Dodge Caliber SXT  .................. Automatic, Full Power, Silver, P5485 ........$5,995
‘09 Toyota Yaris  ............................ Automatic, Full Power, White, P5472A ........$5,995
‘11 Hyundai Sonata GLS ..............Automatic, Full Power,  Black, 17376A ........$5,995

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘15 Forester Prem.     ..............Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Grey, P5501 ......$20,995
‘14 Forester Ltd.     ............................Auto., Sunroof, Leather, Grey, P5475 ......$20,995
‘14 Forester Prem.     ............Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, White, P5474 ......$19,995
‘09 Forester Prem.     ..........Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Black, 17521A ........$7,995

SUBARU LEGACYS / OUTBACKS / TRIBECA
‘16 Outback Ltd. ..........Automatic, Moonroof, Leather, Tungsten, 17126A ....$26,995
‘17 Outback Prem.  .................. Auto., Bluetooth,  All Weather, Blue, 16299R ......$26,995
‘16 Outback Prem.  .................. Auto., Bluetooth,  All Weather, Silver, P5423 ......$23,995
‘14 Outback Prem.  ......Automatic, Alloys, All Weather, Tungsten, 17301A  ....$18,995
‘14 Legacy Prem ............ Automatic, Alloys, All Weather, Tungsten, P5352 ....$15,995
‘08 Tribeca Ltd.  ..........................Automatic, Sunroof, Leather, Grey, P5520  ......$9,995

SUBARU IMPREZA / CROSSTREK / WRX 
‘16 Crosstrek Prem. ............Auto., All Weather, Full Power, White, P5432 ....$21,795
‘11 WRX STi Ltd ................................Manual, Dark Grey Metallic, 17223A ....$19,995
‘11 Impreza Prem. .................. Auto., All Weather, Full Power, Grey, P5507 ....$11,995

847-869-5700
3340 OAKTON - SKOKIE • EVANSTONSUBARU.COM

A+
RATED

* Add tax, title license and $172.15 doc fee.  **Finance on approved credit score Subject to vehicle insur-
ance and availability.   *Lease on approved credit score. Lease, 10k miles per year, 15 cents after.   Lessee

responsible for excess wear and early termination of lease.  Option to purchase;  Crosstrek  $15,262, 
Forester $15,959, Outback $18,829.  All offers end in 3 days, unless noted. 

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT! 36 month lease. 
$2,995 due at signing. HFA-01 #1870
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By MaTT SiMonETTE

On June 20, officials from Advocacy & Services 
for LGBT Elders (SAGE) will gather at Center on 
Halsted to pay tribute to local leaders working on 
behalf of LGBT seniors.

The relative invisibility of seniors has been 
shifting further to the forefront of LGBT advocacy 
recently. A two-day symposium in May gathered 
comments from community members and leaders 
to create an action-plan on how to tackle the 
myriad challenges facing seniors.

State Rep. Greg Harris will be honored at the 
gathering, said Michael Adams, SAGE’s executive 
director.

Adams explained that SAGE has pinpointed four 
organizational priorities guiding their most re-
cent work, the first being “making sure that LGBT 
elders have the services, supports and programs 
that they need.” He praised work done by Cen-
ter on Halsted, which is a SAGE affiliate, in that 
respect. “They’re doing great work in providing 
service programs,” he said.

A second priority is what Adams called “living 
fully”—making sure that quality of life in one’s 
later years is not determined solely by achiev-
ing basic sustenance, but also “having reasons 
to live and be excited, and have things to look 
forward to.”

Building ties across generations is a third prior-
ity. “We know that many LGBT elders grow old in 
isolation,” Adams said. “…They feel invisible in 
the very community that they’ve helped create. 
Everybody benefits when elders and others in the 
community spend time together.”

The last priority is encouraging an overall age-
friendly LGBT community, he added.

“It really comes down to building connections, 
building relations and building dialogue,” Adams 
explained, noting that a recent national initia-
tive called SAGE Table, which took place May 18, 
put those goals to work.

“It was getting people who normally wouldn’t 
spend time together to sit down at a table and 
have a meal together—LGBT folks and allies of 
different ages sit around in small groups and 
large groups, around a table, to talk about what 
it means to build an intergenerational LGBT com-
munity,” he added. “It’s a first step, but in addi-
tion to opening up the discussion, all that can 
come include new connections between people of 
different ages.”

There were 232 Sage Table events, with about 
3,500 people participating, Adams said, noting 
that the initiative combatted one of the biggest 
challenges LGBT seniors face: isolation.

“Many of them don’t have kids or grandkids,” 
he said. “All of that leads to isolation and thin 
support networks. We also know that LGBT folks 
are more likely to get old in poverty and serious 
health conditions.”

Service providers are often not willing to pro-
vide their services in ways that are knowing or 
respectful of LGBT seniors, he added. “And now 
we have a federal government that is essentially 
hostile to the needs of LGBT Americans, including 
the seniors.”

The federal government removed questions per-
taining to LGBTs from questionnaires assessing 
the needs for senior services, he said. “SAGE is 
involved in a big battle with the Trump admin-
istration to force them to reverse course. Prior 
to Trump’s election, the federal government was 
more of a partner, and now they’re becoming 
more and more of an adversary.”

Correction
 In last week’s article regarding the Lilly Wa-
chowski/Tennessee Loveless art exhibitions at 
Center on Halsted, it should have stated that Wa-
chowski’s works focus on the murders of all trans 
individuals and not just transgender women. 
 Windy City Times regrets the error.

SAGe leader speaks
about LGBT senior initiatives

SaGE Executive Director Michael adams. 
Photo courtesy of SaGe

GUeST COLUMN
By Jay SEnnETT 

 Jennifer Finney Boylan writes about the out-
ing of Zeke Smith on Survivor.
 She initially discounts the use of the term 
stealth, which she describes as a term not much 
used by trans communities:
 “There are many people like Mr. Smith, who 
live in what used to be called ‘stealth.’ But since 
that word implies, à la Mr. Varner, that trans-
gender people are deceptive, it’s not as common 
today.”
 Two paragraphs later she uses the term to de-
scribe the realities of living with our pasts.
 “Living in stealth can be a heavy burden, 
though; it requires replacing one secret for an-
other, having to constantly invent a story to 
explain one’s past.”
 As a writer seeking to find new and kind 
words to describe our wonderful transgender 
and transsexual lives, I find her use of stealth 
contradictory, but not surprising.
 In the comments section over and over people 
express the stress of feeling like the person they 
think is one gender isn’t that gender really. Even 
Boylan writes:
 “I can tell you that I have seen the expres-
sion in people’s eyes change the moment they 
learn my history, as if suddenly the person they 
thought they knew had become a stranger. It 
makes me want to shout, What is it about me 
that you think has changed? As I once asked 
my own wife, after I came out to her many years 
into our marriage, Am I not me?”
 I can certainly relate to these feelings.
 I have had a good think on this and offer 
what for me came has rather like a lightning 
bolt to my cranium:
 “As transgender and transsexual people the 
current system in which we live—where we ar-
bitrarily assign gender, teach our children only 
two gender pronouns and characterize gender 
transitions as decisive breaks with our pasts—
we can’t disclose our truths as this system re-
quires us to see our choices as ones that must 
be kept from others.”
 We pass or live in stealth. We use both terms 
to our detriment.
 Are you a liar or a thief?
 Passing means we are attempting to convince 
others we are something we aren’t. We are liars.
 If we say we pass, then we agree with so-
ciety’s notions that our birth bodies are the 
bedrock of our identity. If we really are a wom-
an-born-woman or a man-born-man, what are 
we passing off and why are doing it? If we’ve 
always been the gender we are now, we’re just 
ourselves, right?

 Stealth means furtive or sneaky and possess-
es the same word origin as steal. We are now 
thieves.
 When we live in stealth are we stealing some-
thing from someone or are we being stolen 
from?
 When we live in stealth or we pass, our very 
identities become something so threatening we 
must hide it.
 Stealth and passing protect others from their 
own unacknowledged anxieties about gender. 
They don’t know what we know:
 “Gender is one big, tyrannical and often dead-
ly system over which few of us much control.”
 Our very being threatens this system.
 When we reveal our histories and complex 
truths of our fantastic, beautiful bodies I know 
we’re often most at risk for dismissal or dismem-
berment.
 But we aren’t thieves, snatching someone’s 
beliefs from them nor are we pretending to be 
something we aren’t.
 Does anyone else besides me feel like peo-
ple act as though we’ve told them Santa Claus 
doesn’t exist when we share our transgender 
truths? Having lived on hormones now for more 
than 20 years my tolerance for coddling childish 
responses to my gender history has diminished 
to null.
 We aren’t some cabal of secret keepers rip-
ping away a dearly held truth from a bunch of 
11-year-olds.
 No. We are a people with a confidence to 
share with people we care about. We get to de-
fine what care means, always and forever. No act 
compels us to share this confidence, not a job, 
not a date and certainly not sex.
 The bottom line is the gender system as it 
is needs us to think we’re the problem. They 
can then continue their child-like beliefs about 
gender and transgender and transsexual people.
 We aren’t now, nor were we ever, the source of 
the problem.
 We are living, thriving human beings with sa-
cred scars on our bodies and vast wells of will-
power and aplomb in our souls.
 We have a confidence to share. We will share 
it with people in whom we have great confi-
dence. Confidence that they will act kindly and 
admiringly and thankfully welcome our trust in 
them.
 When you find someone like this, praise every 
known and unknown spiritual power. They are 
rarer than red beryl and more vital than air.
 Share confidently and proudly, my dear 
friends.

The bottom line on disclosing our 
transgender histories

Jay Sennett lives in ypsilanti, Michigan. He writes transsexual and transgender fiction and 
nonfiction. Learn more at www.jaysennett.com.



June 14, 2017 5WINDY CITY TIMES

HealthysexualsHealthysexuals
PROTECT
    THEMSELVES

Know your prevention options. Tag in. 

HEALTH AND SEX BELONG TOGETHER

HEALTHYSEXUAL, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc.  © 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC3908 01/17

VISIT

AND TALK TO A HEALTHCARE PROVIDER

UNBC3908_B_10x10_WindyCityTimes_Protect_p1.indd   1 5/30/17   4:53 PM

http://www.healthysexuals.com


By MaTT SiMonETTE
 
Center on Halsted’s Hoover-Leppen Theater was 
filled to capacity June 12 as LGBTQ community 
members and allies came together to mark the 
year that has passed since the shootings at the 
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida.

An overflow crowd watched on television moni-
tors in the theater’s lobby as the program began 
with remarks from Joanna Thompson, the Cen-
ter’s community outreach and engagement coor-
dinator. She explained that the vigil was planned 
around the motto “Honor them with Action” and 
encouraged audience members to add that as a 
hashtag to social media postings about Pulse to 
honor the 49 individuals who were killed that 
early morning.

Chicago Commission on Human Relations Com-
missioner Mona Noriega read a letter sent by 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel. He called the massacre “an 

attack on our fundamental values—values that 
we share as Chicagoans and as Americans. It was 
an attack on culture and community. It was an 
attack on love, life and our inherent liberties 
therein. So in honoring the lives and legacies of 
those taken, we are challenged to stand against 
violence and against hate. We know this was not 
just an attack on one city or on one venue. It was 
an attack on all of us.

“We know that most of the victims of this mas-
sacre were mostly Puerto Rican and Latino. So 
today we stand in solidarity not just with the 
LGBT community, but also with the Latino com-
munity. Today, and every day, we must stand up 
with everyone who feels marginalized, and let 
them know that they are part of our Chicago fam-
ily,” Emanuel added.

Noriega offered her own reflections on the 
event, explaining that the shootings were “clearly 
a hate crime” and that the community had lived 

through collective traumas before, such as during 
the AIDS crisis. She praised the many communi-
ties that banded together to support one another 
in the wake of the Pulse incident and remarked 
on the “powerfulness of knowing that when I am 
attacked … I don’t stand alone.”

Mike Morales, who attended University of Cen-
tral Florida, recalled his horror when he had heard 
about the shootings. He was not able to contact 
friends and family members on the that day since 
phone lines were so busy.

“The fear, anguish and anger were hard to 
contain,” he said. “… Forty-nine souls tragically 
passed away and we’ve mourned their lives ever 
since.”

The vigil, Morales concluded, reaffirmed “our 
commitment to love and our absolute rejection 
of hatred.”

David Gauna, a member of the Association of 
Latinos/as Motivating Action (ALMA) Youth Ad-
visory Board, spoke further about the episode’s 
impact on Chicago’s Latinx community. He said 
that he’d often loved Latin nights at gay clubs 
“because that’s when I had the best chance of 
meeting someone like me.”

Gauna said that the days following the shoot-
ings were marked by “pain and confusion” but 
also a tremendous amount of support.

“I will not go back to a life of fear,” he added.
After a performance of Cyndi Lauper’s “True Col-

ors” by the Windy City Gay Chorus and the Windy 
City Treble Quire, Rev. Joy Strome of Lakeview 
Presbyterian Church offered remarks. The names 
and ages of all 49 of the Pulse victims were then 
read, each punctuated with a bell toll.

Finally, forty-nine candles were lit and passed 
to many in the audience.        

“Our movement is guided by 49 spirits, who are 
dancing, who are voguing, and who will continue 
to live through us,” said Gauna.
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Mike Morales.

Left: The 
names of the 
Pulse victims 
are read. 
Right: Windy 
City Gay 
Chorus and 
Windy City 
Treble Quire.

Chicagoans remember 
the Pulse tragedy

Participants 
hold 

candles in 
honor of 

the Pulse 
victims.
Photos 

by Matt 
Simonette

Joanna Thompson.
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30 Under 30 Awards
taking place June 21
 Windy City Times will again mark Pride Month 
with its annual 30 Under 30 Awards. 
 The ceremony will take pace Wed, June 21. Like 
last year, the event will take place at Polo Cafe 
and Catering, 3322 S. Morgan St. 
 There will be a 5:30 p.m. reception, with the 
program being 6-7:30 p.m.
 Honorees are 30 years or under as of June 30, 
and have made some substantial contributions to 
the Chicagoland LGBT community, whether in the 
fields of entertainment, politics, health, activ-
ism, academics, sports or other areas.
 Among those receiving awards this year are Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race’s Shea Coulee and Russian-born 
violinist Artem Koleso.
 Windy City Times Managing Editor Andrew Davis 
coordinates the awards program for the paper. 
Hundreds of people have been honored by the 
paper in the more than 10 years since the awards 
were established. 
Most honorees have gone on to great success in 
their careers and educations, including working 
for the Obama presidential campaign and admin-
istration, plus individual successes in music, le-
gal, professional and academic careers and much 
more.
 

Foss-eggemann
named to Human
Rights Commission
By MaTT SiMonETTE
 
Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner has named Maine 
Township Republican Committeewoman Charlene 
Foss-Eggemann, a prominent figure in GOP poli-
tics in the northwest suburbs, to the Illinois Hu-
man Rights Commission.

The Commission investigates and adjudicates 
claims of discrimination in the state.

A corporate counsel consultant for LexisNexis, 
Foss-Eggemann is a resident of Park Ridge. “Her 
extensive experience as an attorney will be a 
valuable addition to the commission,” said a May 
5 press release from Rauner’s office.

Maine Township encompasses Park Ridge, Des 
Plaines, and parts of Niles and Mount Prospect. 
Foss-Eggemann was elected to her committee-
woman post there in 2014. Her campaign was 
supported by the Liberty Principles PAC, which is 
headed up by radio personality Dan Proft and is 
aligned with Rauner.

Foss-Eggemann replaces Personal PAC CEO Terry 
Cosgrove, who is gay. Cosgrove earlier in 2017 
released a Personal PAC questionnaire Rauner 
submitted during his gubernatorial campaign 
wherein Rauner professed to support reproduc-
tive freedom. Rauner’s office recently said that 
he would not support a bill that would nullify 
a “trigger law” that would automatically make 
abortion illegal in Illinois should Roe v. Wade be 

overturned. The Commission’s sole LGBT member 
is now AON executive and Howard Brown Health 
Board Chair Duke Alden.

Borderline Music
loses its lease
By MaTT SiMonETTE

Borderline Music will be closing its Andersonville 
location at 5351 N. Clark St. at the end of July, 
according to its owner.

Scott Jannush said that the longtime dance-
music shop, which relocated to its present site 
from Lake View in 2014, lost its lease and that he 
is continuing to look for a new location.

Jannush had a three-year lease for the store-
front, which his landlord, New Castle LLC, won’t 
renew. He said New Castle told him a chain store 
wants the location. A T-Mobile franchise next 

door to Borderline is in the same predicament.
“I know that I definitely want to stay in Ander-

sonville,” Jannush said. “It’s just that there’s no 
space that I like here that’s available right now.”

The move from Lake View to Andersonville was 
a fortuitous decision, coinciding with a resur-
gence in sales of vinyl records, he added. Jan-
nush’s business has boomed since he came to the 
neighborhood.

“People go out to eat here and are out for 
walks,” he said. “We are busy all the time.”

Others have recommended moving somewhere 
south of Foster Avenue, or further east in Edge-
water, but Jannush worries that those spots 
won’t get the foot-traffic Borderline depends on.

For the moment, he anticipates having to put 
the store’s contents into storage and continuing 
with his online business, which he said has been 
thriving.

 “I don’t want to take a space just to take a 
space,” he said. 

#DoingIt

WE’RE
DOING

IT
Testing for HIV

cdc.gov/DoingItTesting is Fast, Free, and Confidential

Even though we are in a relationship, it’s still 
important that we get tested. It’s about making HIV 

testing routine. If you are sexually active,  
you should be getting tested for HIV.

—  DaShawn and Courtney

“
”

http://www.cdc.gov/doingit


By GRETCHEn RaCHEL HaMMonD
 
While the festivals, parades and appearance of 
Rainbow flags in cities across the world are tradi-
tions designed to celebrate Pride month, since 
1997 the National Coalition of Anti Violence 
Programs (NCAVP) release of its National Report 
on Hate Violence Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer and HIV-Affected Communi-
ties has served as a sober reminder of the need 
to lift-up and humanize LGBTQ individuals year-
round.

On June 12, the NCAVP published its 2016 re-
port.

According to data collected nationwide 
throughout the coalition’s 12 member programs, 
2016 was “the deadliest year on record for the 
LGBTQ Community.”

The report noted a “17 [percent] increase in 
homicides of LGBTQ people, not including the 
lives taken during the Pulse nightclub shooting.”

June 12 also marked the one year anniversary 
of the massacre and ceremonies were held across 
the nation to remember the 49 souls who were 
ripped from their families and friends in a vicious 
act of hatred.

The NCAVP reported a total of 77 “hate vio-
lence-related homicides of LGBTQ and HIV-affect-
ed people in 2016.”

It noted that 79 percent of those individuals 
were people of color, 68 percent were transgender 
and gender nonconforming people, 61 percent 
marked both the numbers of transgender women 
of color who were murdered that year and people 

under the age of 35.
The NCAVP also stated that it “received infor-

mation on 1,036 incidents of hate violence across 
the country. The majority of survivors identified 
as gay, were below the age of 39, or were people 
of color.”

The types of hate violence experienced includ-
ed verbal harassment, threats or intimidation (all 
of which ranked as the most prevalent), physical 
violence, online or mobile harassment, discrimi-
nation and bullying.

Most of those people who reported an act of 
violence against them (58 percent) knew their at-
tacker. The NCAVP went on to note that, of those 
people who reported an act of violence against 
them to law enforcement, “of those who inter-
acted with police, 35 [percent] of survivors said 
that the police were indifferent and 31 [percent] 
said that the police were hostile.”

In Illinois, the Center on Halsted stated that, 
in 2016, the organization “interfaced with 58 
persons calling to report incidences of violence.”

The Center added that the majority of those 
calls (78 percent) were intimate partner/domes-
tic violence related while 22 percent were hate 
violence reports.

Lisa Gilmore is the principal and founder of the 
Illinois Accountability Initiative which is also a 
member program of the NCAVP. She also sits on 
the NCAVP’s governance and policy committees.

“We have seen a cultural backlash against the 
gains made by the LGBTQ community in terms 
of civil rights,” Gilmore told Windy City Times. 
“That backlash has occurred in policy in legisla-
tion across the United States. Bathroom bills and 

religious freedom acts are intentionally meant to 
push back against equality.”

She added that, in the same way legislators 
have been using policy as a form of attack, 
“there are other people who use hate violence to 
show their opposition to LGBTQ equality and lib-
eration. We have historically seen an increase in 
anti-LGBTQ violence during national campaigns 
for LGBTQ rights and obviously, during this past 
election cycle, we saw a lot of explicit rejection 
of people who are different.”

In 2016, Windy City Times completed an ex-
tensive report into the correlation between an 
increase in anti-transgender propaganda and the 
violence against transgender and gender noncon-
forming individuals. Gilmore agrees that there is 
a link between hate crimes and anti-LGBTQ dis-
course in politics and the media.

The NCAVP’s report from that year stated that 
“following the election, there was an increase in 
hate violence targeting LGBTQ people, Muslim 
communities, immigrant communities and com-
munities of color. These communities were fearful 

that the Trump Administration and conservative 
legislators across the country would actively work 
to roll back the few protections they had, and 
that the hateful rhetoric used to support conser-
vative policies would incite further acts of hate 
violence. Sadly, the actions taken by the federal 
administration, from discriminatory Executive Or-
ders to the appointment of Jeff Sessions, Betsy 
Devos, and others, show that these fears were 
not unfounded.”

“When you look at what is behind people who 
commit hate crimes, what you see is that the 
people who are perpetrating these crimes believe 
that they are trying to send a message about up-
holding social norms,” Gilmore said. “When there 
are messages of otherness, rejection or people 
singled out as the root cause of the problems of 
others, it becomes much easier to perpetrate vio-
lence against these folks.”

In terms of solutions and to mark the tenth 
anniversary of its work tracking hate violence 
nationwide, the NCVAP has released a platform 
designed to “end violence against LGBTQ com-
munities.”

The platform’s calls to action include a recogni-
tion of “historical systems of oppression such as 
white supremacy and anti-Black racism, patriar-
chy and colonialism as root causes of violence.”

It stresses the need to “support community-
based efforts that create pathways for individual 
and community healing” along with advocacy for 
“education, healthcare, housing and economic 
opportunities that affirm the experiences of 
transgender and gender nonconforming people 
of color.”

Echoing an exponentially growing nationwide 
resistance movement, the NCAVP reasserted the 
need to “call out and resist ‘religious exemption’ 
and ‘public accommodation’ bills for the hateful 
legislation that they are” and to “act in solidarity 
with all movements working towards liberation 
and self-determination of people impacted by op-
pression and violence.”

Gilmore added a need for messaging that cel-
ebrates the humanity of LGBTQ individuals.

“It’s a lot harder for people to see someone as 
an object that they can do violence to when they 
see them as a fully human, worthy of respect who 
adds to the beauty of communities,” she said. 
“Being the recipients of hate through culture 
does not define who we are.” 

For the full 2016 nCaVP report, visit avp.
org/resources/reports.
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Lisa Gilmore.
Photo by Hal baim

NCAVP report: 2016
deadliest year for HIV,
LGBT communities

Leather Archives’
interim eD named

The board of directors of Leather Archives & 
Museum (LA&M) has named Christina Court as 
interim executive director following the depar-
ture of Rick Storer. 

The board has also established a search com-
mittee to fill the position.

Court has served on the board of directors 
since December 2014 and had been vice presi-
dent of the organization since January 2016. 
She has stepped down from her position as vice 
president but will retain ex officio membership 
on the board.

See LeatherArchives.org.

Court dismisses
B&B’s appeal

 In Illinois, an appeals court has dismissed 
claims by Timber Creek Bed & Breakfast that 
religious beliefs justified the owner’s discrimi-
nation against a gay couple seeking to use the 
facility for their civil-union ceremony, an ACLU 
of Illinois press release stated.

The full Illinois Human Rights Commission 
ruled last year that the owners of Timber Creek 
Bed and Breakfast had violated state law and 
discriminated against Mark and Todd Wathen 
in denying the Wathens’ use of the facility in 
2011.

Activism meet-ups,  
personal book recommendations,  

weekly events, Kids Storytime, and more!  
There are so many reasons to support  

Chicago’s only feminist bookstore.

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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By GRETCHEn RaCHEL HaMMonD

A youth resident of a Sheridan Park housing facil-
ity owned by Chicago House was brutally beaten 
and stabbed to death in the evening hours of 
June 11 according to multiple news reports.

Unconfirmed reports state that 12-year-old 
Alexis Stubbs was the victim of a domestic as-
sault. On June 12, the Chicago Police Department 
(CPD) announced that a Chicago man John Sin-
gleton had been charged with first degree murder 
in Stubbs’ death.

According to the Chicago Tribune, Singleton 
is an ex-boyfriend of the girl’s mother. Prison 
records show that Singleton had just served a 
three-year sentence at Menard Correctional Cen-
ter for aggravated domestic battery/strangula-
tion.

The attack against Stubbs allegedly occurred 
following a 911 call made by the mother after the 
suspect refused to leave the apartment.

Chicago House Chief Executive Officer Scott 

Ammarell told Windy City Times that staff and 
residents of the housing facility are “devastated.”

“It’s a tight-knit group of people,” he said.
“Our first priority is to cooperate with the 

police as they conduct their investigation,” he 
added “Our other is to make sure that the other 
residents in the building have the support and 
services they need. That goes as well for our 
staff. We are helping people deal with this situ-
ation.”

Ammarell emphasized that Chicago House takes 
security at all its facilities very seriously.

“Obviously, there is nothing that’s fool proof,” 
he said. “Once the investigation is completed, 
we will review our security to see if there are 
changes that need to be made. We are continuing 
to make sure that the building is as safe as we 
can make it.”

“This is a tragedy for the entire agency,” he 
added. “We all work every day on behalf of our 
clients and this is something that is just unimag-
inable and we’re all deeply impacted by it.” 

Youth resident of Chicago 
House stabbed to death

Lambda attorney 
Christopher Clark
talks legal landscape
By MaTT SiMonETTE

Christopher Clark, Lambda Legal’s Midwest re-
gional director and national pro bono director, 
spoke about LGBT rights and the current legal 
landscape at a June 8 talk sponsored by Out & 
Equal Chicagoland and CNA Insurance.

Clark discussed Lambda Legal’s organizational 
commitment to impact litigation, court cases 
that can potentially have a broad impact on soci-
ety. He gave the court case allowing for same-sex 
marriage in Iowa as an example, adding that it 
got people thinking about marriage equality more 
broadly and was “a game changing moment for 
our community.”

Lambda Legal is also committed to working 
within existing legal-protection frameworks, 
Clark added. The organization, for example, liti-
gated the case of Hively v. Ivy Tech in Indiana on 
the basis of federal Title VII protections which 
cover discrimination on the basis of gender. That 
is especially important important in a state like 
Indiana, where anti-discrimination protections 
are virtually nonexistent, he said.

“Work happens bit by bit, across the country,” 
Clark said.

He also reported on work to minimize the ap-
plication of criminal laws to HIV/AIDS  transmis-

sion, noting that such laws are invariably “harsh” 
and long out of date. He said, “We’re trying to 
inject them with real science.”

Other areas of concern for Lambda Legal in-
clude helping to preserve the Affordable Care 
Act, which has come to be a lifeline for many 
previously uninsured LGBTs, and weighing in on 
legal cases involving transgender young persons 
seeking public-accommodations access at school.

“Our most vulnerable young people are being 
targeted as political punching bags,” Clark said.

Christopher Clark.
Photo by Matt Simonette

@windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1
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DC equality March rally 
attracts thousands 

On June 11, the 2017 Equality March drew 
thousands of people to Washington, D.C.

The marchers went past the White House and 
to the National Mall. Among the speakers were 
actor Asia Kate Dillon, GLAAD CEO/ED Sarah 
Kate Ellis and former NBA player Jason Collins.

The march aimed to bring together members 
of various LGBTQ communities and their allies 
to highlight discrimination and call for the ex-
pansion of rights to put LGBTQs on par with 
heterosexuals.

A banner was put in front of the stage as 
a tribute to the 49 victims who died in the 
mass shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando 
last year.

Photo courtesy of Gary Chichester

PRIDE
is ageless

OUR PRIDE KNOWS NO BOUNDS
Like anyone else, people in the LGBT community want to live 
longer, healthier and more fulfilling lives. AARP is committed 
to creating a new vision for aging—one complete with diverse 
stories and innovative ways for everyone to pursue their 
passions—equally, openly and proudly.

PRIDE Fest |  June 17 – 18  |  10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Along Halsted Street, Lakeview neighborhood

Annual two-day street festival in the Lakeview area celebrates 
LGBT history and achievements as a community, leading up to 
Chicago’s world-famous PRIDE Parade.

PRIDE Parade |  June 25  |  12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Along Halsted Street, Lakeview neighborhood

aarp.org/Chicago

By MaTT SiMonETTE

The Food and Drug Administration, on June 5, 
granted approval to a generic version of Truvada, 
a medication that has been used as a Pre-Expo-
sure Prophylaxis (PrEP) intervention to prevent 
HIV infection.

The FDA granted Israel-based Teva Pharmaceu-
ticals the right to manufacture the first generic 
version of Truvada. The patent on the formula for 
Truvada’s components does not expire until 2021, 
so HIV/AIDS advocates and service-providers 
were not expecting a generic configuration of the 
drug much sooner than that.

Poz reported June 9 that both Teva and Fos-
ter-City, California-based Gilead Sciences, Inc., 
which manufactures Truvada, that a release date 
for the generic version was not planned for the 
short-term future, however.

“A generic version of Truvada will not be imme-
diately available,” said Gilead’s statement to Poz. 
“It’s important to note that there are a number 
of factors involved in commercialization that are 
not tied directly to FDA approval.”           

While taking Truvada, which is also used in 
treatment for persons with HIV, has been shown 
to reduce the likelihood of HIV-infection by over 
90 percent, its widespread use has been inhibited 
in part by an extremely high price tag: The drug 

can cost upwards of $1,600 for a 30-day supply. 
Many public agencies and service providers have 
launched initiatives to encourage its use, but 
there has been limited success in reaching pop-
ulations especially at risk for infection, among 
them young MSM (men who have sex with men) 
of color and transgender women.

Human Rights Campaign released a statement 
June 9 encouraging fast action from the pharma-
ceutical firms, further noting that Gilead needed 
to continue to offer assistance programs for con-
sumers who could not afford the high prices.

“While the timeline is uncertain for when a 
generic drug will be available to consumers, 
today’s decision by the FDA is a much-needed 
breakthrough in our ongoing efforts to expand 
HIV prevention options, especially for those 
most vulnerable to HIV and AIDS” said Mary Beth 
Maxwell, HRC senior vice-president for programs, 
research and training. “Despite growing use of 
PrEP nationally, the drug remains out-of-reach 
for many in the communities hardest hit by the 
epidemic, including young gay and bisexual men 
and transgender women of color. We implore Gil-
ead to continue their critical payment assistance 
programs and urge other companies to provide 
similar financial relief.”

Poz’s article is at Poz.com/article/fda-ap-
proves-generic-truvada.

FDA okays generic
Truvada configuration

http://www.aarp.org/chicago
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By GRETCHEn RaCHEL HaMMonD
 
While thousands joined the Equality March for 
Unity and Pride June 11 in Washington, D.C., 
Chicago was one of dozens of cities nationwide 
to hold its own rally as part of Pride Month and 
in honor of the 49 people who were killed at the 
Pulse Nightclub shootings in Orlando one year 
ago.

The venue for the Chicago Equality Rally was 
the Pride Stage at Midsommarfest in the heart of 
Chicago’s Andersonville neighborhood.

Celebrated actor, writer and producer Fawzia 
Mirza served as the rally’s emcee. Her powerful, 
exuberant voice was echoed by a crowd whose 
raucous enthusiasm was unencumbered by the 
day’s stifling heat.

“We are more powerful when we were connect-

ed,” Mirza said. “We are in a place in our culture, 
our country, our world where we all need to not 
be divided by anything. We all have got to come 
together because that man who is representing 
us right now [Trump] does not represent a single 
person on this street or in this city.”

Mirza remembered the Pulse massacre as a mo-
ment that affected multiple communities. “We’ve 
got to embrace each other and know that, while 
we are different, the spaces between us are the 
things that are going to bring us together,” she 
asserted.

It was a message emphasized by a who’s who 
of local and national advocates, activists, com-
munity leaders and politicians who each stepped 
up to the microphone to create a tapestry of defi-
ance, unity and insurrection.

The ethereal voice of radiant Chicago musician 
Jess Godwin, the equally compelling sound of ac-
tor and singer Darrian Ford and the dynamic pas-
sion of the Lakeside Pride Music Ensemble con-
tributed interludes the artistry of which provoked 
as many tears as they did a jubilant celebration 

of the LGBTQ community at its mightiest.
Vives Q creator and community activist Emman-

uel Garcia memorialized the Puerto Rican, Mexi-
can, Salvadorian and undocumented individuals 
who lost their lives in Orlando along with the 
12 transgender women of color who have been 
murdered so far in the U.S. in 2017.

“Trans and queer Black and brown people are 
more likely to be targeted, jailed, imprisoned 
and murdered by a racist, misogynist immigra-
tion and criminal justice system,” Garcia said. 
“Through rejection we found self-love and self-
acceptance; we found community which is what 
we have today.”

Rabbi Rachel Weiss of Jewish Reconstructionist 
Congregation in Evanston called for a moment of 
silence to remember the Pulse victims. It seemed 
as though that call was answered throughout the 

Midsommarfest’s entire length along Clark Street.
“The voice of the LGBTQ religious world, it 

needs to be amplified,” Weiss declared. “It can-
not continue to be ceded to the homophobic, 
transphobic and conservative political landscape 
that has manipulated our traditions for their 
agenda.”

“Like most of you, I expected a different out-
come on election night,” Pride Action Tank Ex-
ecutive Director Kim Hunt said. “The time for pro-
cessing is over. Our minds and bodies have been 
on the battleground for a long time. As scary as 
this time is, we are not powerless.”

Chicago House TransLife Care Manager Channyn 
Lynne Parker enhanced the poetry of Bob Dylan 
with her own, signature eloquence.

“Take notice of this moment,” she said. “Make 
this moment sacred. These times are a gift re-
minding us to not be lulled to sleep under the 
false promise of liberty and justice for all. Let us 
be reminded that our strength lies in our unity 
… . We have all been woken up to how fragile 
freedom really is.”

She also took the opportunity to address Me-
lania Trump who, along with her husband, had 
expressed outrage over a piece of art created by 
comedian Kathy Griffin.

“If the false image of a beheaded Donald Trump 
struck terror into your 11-year-old son, then just 
imagine the terror that goes through the heart of 
a transgender child living under your husband’s 
administration,” Parker noted.

Bisexual Queer Alliance Chicago founder and 
community advocate Brother Michael C. Oboza 
emphasized the pivotal role that bisexual indi-
viduals have played since the earliest days of the 
LGBT civil rights movement. “Bisexual and queer 
people are as individual and profound as our leg-
acy,” he said. “If you’re going use the ‘b’ in LGBT, 
please don’t use us as a token or as a quota.”

Activist and Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame mem-
ber Rick Garcia provided the voice of the undocu-
mented now under siege by the Trump adminis-
tration.

“He is committed to ripping our families apart, 
tearing children from their parents and sending 
young adults back to a country they have never 
lived in,” Garcia said. “Now, more than ever, we 
must stand up.”

As part of his action steps, Garcia called for 
a mass voter-registration drive throughout Mid-
sommarfest and in the months ahead.

Emphasizing Garcia’s words was a line-up of 
political leaders who have committed themselves 
to the betterment of not only LGBTQ individuals 
but marginalized communities across the city and 
state.

They included state Rep. Greg Harris, state Rep. 
Kelly Cassidy, senator and 2018 Gubernatorial 
candidate Daniel Biss, 40th Ward Ald. Patrick 
O’Connor, 48th Ward Ald. Harry Osterman, 46th 
Ward Ald. James Cappleman and Chicago City 
Clerk Anna Valencia.

Center on Halsted Chief Operating Officer Kim 
Fountain, Equality Illinois CEO Brian C. Johnson, 
national activist and author Candace Gingrich 
and the inspired young founder of Ava’s Chang-
e4Youth, 12-year-old Ava Santos-Volpe, rounded 
out the list of speakers.

Santos-Volpe described her program, a project 
of Pride Action Tank, which personalizes parking 
meters across the city with the help of celebrated 
local artists. They will be used as donation 

Chicago equality Rally 
unites Midsommarfest 
in defiance

Clockwise from above left: Emcee Fawzia Mirza with Rep. Kelly Cassidy; Rep. Greg Harris; performer 
Jess Godwin; Emmanuel Garcia.
all photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticImagesPhotography.com)

Turn to page 14

Left to right: Brother Michael C. oboza; Kim Hunt; ava Santos-Volpe.
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IF YOU WANT A
SINGING CAREER,
STAY AWAY FROM
SECONDHAND SMOKE.

Ellie, Age 57
Her partner, Karen
Florida

#CDCTips

Ellie’s severe asthma attacks were triggered by secondhand smoke at work. 
She and her partner have to live with its effects forever. If you or someone you 

know wants free help to quit smoking, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

http://www.cdc.gov/tips
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The anticipated
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Monika M.
Pickett

Available 
on Amazon Kindle, 

Nook and 
all Apple devices 

starting June 9.

Papaerback purchases
 can also be made at 
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Left to right: 
Brian Johnson, 
Kim Fountain, 
ald. James 
Cappleman, 
Channyn 
Lynne Parker, 
Rick Garcia 
and Rabbi 
Rachel Weiss.

all photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.
MysticImagesPhotography.com)

stations with the proceeds going fight youth 
homelessness. She received a prolonged and well-
deserved ovation.

As a living testament to its future, Santos-
Volpe was the denouement to a single day which 
may have emerged from tragedy and peril both 
political and social but declared that the power 
of the LGBTQ movement keeps growing in voice 
and numbers and has begun to surge against the 
gates of intolerance and hatred. Activists hope 
that it will only be a matter of time before those 
gates are demolished once and for all.

The Equality Rally was sponsored by Women 
and Children First, Windy City Times, Ald. Patrick 
O’Connor, Hamburger Mary’s, Vincent Chicago, the 
Andersonville Chamber of Commerce, the Rogers 
Park Montessori School, LGBTQ Impact and the 
Andersonville Farmer’s Market, in addition to 
more than 20 community partners.

RALLY from page 12

http://www.prettyboyblue.com
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Left to right: ald. 
Patrick o’Connor, ald. 
Harry osterman, City 
Clerk anna Valencia, 
ashley Wright, Sen. 
Daniel Biss, Darrian 
Ford, and Candace 
Gingrich.

http://www.whitingevents.com
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By GRETCHEn RaCHEL HaMMonD
 
On May 20, Windy City Times received an an-
nouncement from Shimer alumnus and Board of 
Trustees member Robert Keohane that concluded 
the Chicago college’s 164-year legacy with a cur-
sory statement.
 “Shimer, as an independent college, will cease 
to exist.

“The Board of Trustees of North Central Col-
lege formally voted to implement the Asset Pur-
chase Agreement of last August which provides 
for Shimer College to become Shimer Great Books 
School of North Central College as of June 1, 
2017,” Keohane wrote. “This decision represents 
the culmination of a 20-month effort to find a 
way for the Shimer program to continue in a sus-
tainable fashion.”

Keohane noted that 34 students would transfer 
to the Great Books School on North Central Col-
lege’s campus in Naperville, Illinois.

While crediting Shimer’s 14th president—
Dr. Susan E. Henking, Ph.D., who was hired in 
2012—as playing a “crucial role in our success,” 
Keohane stated that she would be “ending her 
affiliation with the College as of May 31.”

Henking spoke with Windy City Times by phone 
from a condo that had been rented by the col-
lege.  

Henking had known this day—this end of her 
actions at Shimer—was coming for some time. 
Yet it was a course Henking chose for the good of 
Shimer after what she described as “many, many 
years of financial difficulty.”

“It was so bad that, for decades, students wor-
ried that they would be the last class of Shimer 
College,” said Henking, who lives with her part-
ner, Betty Bayer. “Becoming part of North Central 
allowed the smaller class sizes and a lot of things 
to stay that were central to the educational mis-
sion in a much more financially stable environ-
ment. The faculty all kept their jobs and students 
got comparable or better financial aid.”

Since packing up and moving has been a part 
of Shimer’s institutional history, Henking, at 
first, looked upon it with a degree of pragmatism.

“[Shimer] moved from Mount Carroll to Wauke-
gan to Bronzeville and, now, Naperville,” she 
stated. “So, on the one hand, the people of the 
institution are used to change. In this one [Shim-
er] gave up its autonomy. For everyone involved 
there’s a sense of loss and gain. Every generation 
of students has its own version of the college. 
They’re running a committee this summer to fig-
ure out how to be a part of a new institution but 
still recognizably Shimer.”

Henking’s voice trailed off as if there was some-
thing she wanted to add but that she censored 
perhaps for the sake of formality. The interview 
was only ten minutes old.

“Over the course of a lifetime, I have come to 
understand that I cannot pursue ideas alone,” 
she told to Perry Garfinkel and the New York 
Times in 2013. “Nor can I strive to change the 
world unless I engage others, whether those who 
spit on me or those with whom I share my life. I 
still wrestle with the tensions of differences and 
uncertainty. As Shimerians say, we steer between 
reality and utopia.”

Henking’s reality began in 1955 in the small 
Pennsylvania town of Paoli long before it was an-
nexed as a Philadelphia suburb.

“My parents met in World War II,” she recalled. 
“My mother was an Irish Protestant. My father 
was an Irish Catholic. So, it was to the great 
dismay of some family members. But it was a 
reasonably happy family. My father was a printer 
and manual laborer his whole life. My mom was 
a secretary. We lived in a less wealthy area but I 
went to good public schools.”

Serving in World War II had left Henking’s fa-
ther disenchanted with Catholicism. So, she and 
her elder sister were raised under what she called 
the “social justice” Protestantism of her mother. 
It had polar effects on the siblings. While her 
sister became one of the earliest female Episco-
palian Priests, it was as an undergraduate student 
at Duke University that Henking discovered “I ac-
tually and actively hated religion.”

“My sister and I used to joke that she took God 
and I took everything else,” Henking said.

Yet, she decided to major in religious studies.
“I was trying to understand why people are 

religious,” she asserted. “I had emerged from a 
religious setting to be pretty hostile and fasci-
nated by it. I got very interested in theoretical 
explanations for why people would believe what 
I thought was patently untrue. For some, religion 
is the source of dramatic happiness and social 
change. For others, it’s horrifyingly oppressive 
and can really hurt people.”

Despite relishing the academic challenges her 
chosen course of study provided, Henking re-
called having “an emotionally difficult time in 
college. My parents raised me to think I could do 
anything I wanted to which turned out not to be 
true. My father thought I was perfect. Most of the 
rest of the world does not think that about me or 
about anyone else.”

She was in the midst of both the seventies and 
“a hotbed of lesbian feminism”—also known as 
the Research Triangle of Duke, North Carolina 
State University and the University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill.

The journal Feminary emerged from Chapel Hill.
“We want to encourage feminist and les-

bian organizing in a region whose women suf-
fer greatly in their lack of political power,” its 
publishers wrote. “We want to provide an audi-
ence for Southern lesbians who may not think 

of themselves as writers but who have important 
stories to tell—stories that will help to fill the 
silences that have obscured the truth about our 
lives and kept us isolated from each other. We 
want to know who we are. We want to change 
women’s lives.”

“I can intellectualize anything,” Henking said. 
“I met people who were politically active but, at 
the time, I didn’t know anything about Stone-
wall. I was having these feelings so I went to 
the library. The first book I read was Del Martin 
and Phyllis Lang’s Lesbian/Woman. I also went to 
parties and festivals. A bunch of people went to 
Newport News [Virginia] where Anita Bryant was 
doing one of her rants. The place was filled with 
police but they were there to protect us. What 
changed my life and what I reflect on a lot were 
the crowd who looked like the people I had grown 
up with who were spitting and throwing things at 
us. It was a transformative moment but coming 
out was difficult in many respects.”

A politically charged Henking arrived in Chi-
cago in 1977 on a scholarship for post-graduate 
studies at the University of Chicago Divinity 
School.

“I was briefly the head of the Gay Liberation 
Front, and I was really active with a group of 
mostly lesbian people,” she recalled. “There were 
gay and lesbian people in the Divinity School but 
nobody was actually working on gay and lesbian 
subjects. It was all on the side or as part of a 
social scene. So. I kept two different parts of my 
life.”

“Oh, God. I’m the worst human being ever,” 
Henking said during one point of the conversa-
tion.

She was talking about the day she came out 
to her family.

“My father died very suddenly,” she recalled. 
“My mother went to work one day and, when she 
came back, he was dead. I really was flattened. 
I wasn’t expecting it. I went home and I just 
didn’t cope well. At a certain moment before the 
funeral, I said to my mother ‘look my partner is 
coming and, just in case you don’t get it, we’re 
lesbians and you’ve got to make sure the rest of 

the family’s okay.’”
“It was horrible timing,” Henking acknowl-

edged. “My mother was fine with my being a 
lesbian but she was upset that I thought it was 
more important than the fact that my father had 
died. I didn’t. I just didn’t want it to be awkward. 
I was so engaged in my own grief that I wasn’t 
paying attention. I don’t know…it’s now almost 
40 year later and…I don’t know, if my partner 
died and someone couldn’t see how traumatized 
I was….”

Her voice faltered.
Henking has since begun to look back upon the 

disastrous timing of her coming out with a sense 
of humor. Not everything can be intellectualized.

Henking’s mother remained supportive until 
her death in 1985.

“I think 20 lesbians showed up at her funeral,” 
she said. “It was oddly complicated for my cous-
ins, aunts and uncles but perfectly wonderful for 
me and a great way of honoring my mom who…
she was just terrific.”

“My social and political world was mostly wom-
en,” Henking added. “But I remember exactly 
where I was sitting when I first read a Los An-
geles newspaper report about unusual pneumonia 
and cancers. My memory was everybody panicking 
and just being terrified that it was going to be 
the end of the world. I lived on the South Side 
in a primarily women’s community and I wasn’t 
as engaged in HIV as lots of other people I know 
from that period. I was more focused on housing 
and economic rights.”

That changed when she met biochemist David 
Craig during a workshop in 1989 shortly after she 
began teaching at Hobart and William Smith Col-
leges in Geneva, New York.

“He was sat at my table and said that he want-
ed to do a course on AIDS,” Henking said. “So, I 
started teaching this class with David and it was 
the probably most transformative teaching expe-
rience of my life. We were supposed to have 30 
people and we got 100. It was difficult to teach 
but it forced me to learn how to teach not just 
subject matter but people. You struggle to find 
the best form of education. I was trying to teach 
people how to think about militancy and mourn-
ing together and trying to figure out a way to 
say ‘of course militancy is completely appropriate 
in some circumstances and this is one of them.’”

Another of Henking’s colleagues at Hobart and 
William Smith was professor of women’s studies 
Betty Bayer. They have been partners for nearly 
25 years.

In 1997, Henking co-edited Que(e)rying Reli-
gion: A Critical Anthology with Gary David Com-
stock, a fellow professor and author of works 
such as Violence Against Lesbians and Gay Men.

The groundbreaking examination of religion 
and sexuality coupled the history, traditions, 
theology, practice, culture and scriptures of an 
array of beliefs including Christianity, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Islam and Native American spirituality 
with authors across a spectrum lesbian, gay and 
queer studies.

“The contemporary world is dramatically con-
cerned and conflicted about sexuality and reli-
gion,” Henking and Comstock wrote in the book’s 
introduction. “In this time of AIDS and of in-
creasing fundamentalism across the globe, the 
questions raised by religious studies and lesbian/

Dr. Susan E. Henking.
Photo courtesy of Shimer College

Susan Henking on
being the last president
of Shimer College
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gay/queer studies are questions of survival.”

That warning and the book which contains it 
have increased relevance, even after two decades.

“A pattern in my life is that I eventually get to 
the topics that are bothering me,” Henking said. 
“It was a giant bibliographical search. We knew 
there was a lot of work out there that had to do 
with religion and sexual orientation but it was 
really scattered. I fell in love with trying to find 
this stuff. I had no idea how difficult it was go-
ing to be to find anything on contemporary Islam 
for example. It was a good way of pushing me to 
take seriously people who were incomprehensible 
to me. I was trying to learn about all these other 
people who were like me on some axes and pro-
foundly not like me on others.”

“I’m surprised to say this but I think I learned 
to be less global about my evaluation of reli-
gion,” she added. “I tended to think of religious 
people as generally hostile and it helped me not 
to do that.”

The book led to Henking running a class on 
the subject. Teaching it was an endless series 
of equally profound discoveries for students and 
their professor.

In 2012, Keohane and Shimer’s selection com-
mittee ended a nationwide hunt for the college’s 
14th president in Henking’s classroom.

Her memories of each of the subsequent years 
she spent at Shimer flowed in almost uninter-
rupted thought.

“There’s a student who said to me one day ‘ev-
erybody at Shimer has a backstory’,” she recalled. 
“They are just the most amazing people I have 
ever met who made me think differently about 
the word ‘interesting.’ They live with their heads 
in books but they live full lives. They were really 
active in the Occupy Movement. When the Fergu-
son decision came out, a huge number of Shimer 
students were at the Chicago march. They would 
walk into my office all the time to borrow books 
or talk to me.”

“As a woman coming up in higher education, 
watching all your male colleagues get called ‘Pro-
fessor’ while you get called ‘Mrs. Henking’ or ‘Su-
san’ was irritating,” she added. “But, at Shimer, 
everybody called everybody by their first name 
except for the African-American students who 
called me ‘Ms. Susan’ or ‘Dr. Henking.’ It was an 
attempt to call everybody to a form of participa-
tory, mature adulthood. Great Books can be very 
white and very male. Because of a colleague, 
James Bowers, we really diversified in race and 
ethnicity. It was a very genderfluid environment 
in some respects and the people…they work and 
they push back in a good way.”

She included a student who commented on a 
2015 Windy City Times article authored by Ross 
Forman shortly after The Washington Monthly 
decided to crunch a few numbers on an Excel 
spreadsheet and name Shimer “the worst college 
in America.”

In addition to the overall pride she maintained 
for her students, Henking told Forman about the 
“very visible” LGBT presence the college main-
tained including “a community of gender transi-
tioning people [that] is quite active.”

The student who took umbrage with that state-
ment claimed to have been misgendered by pro-
fessors. She added that none of them were LGBT 
and noted “the institution refuses to print my 

correct name on my diploma, not because of any 
legal precedent but because ‘that’s how it’s been 
done’.”

“Did I deserve to be called out? Probably,” 
Henking acknowledged. “I would have preferred 
that the student came in and told me than put-
ting it in the comments section of the Windy City 
Times but I was glad they spoke out.”

She added that the idea ranking institutions of 
higher education is “the stupidest ever.”

“Do they tell you anything about the quality 
of education? No,” she declared. “They basically 
tell you how many dollars-per-student there are. 
The formula is weighted in different ways. Shimer 
ended up as the worst college in America for 
graduating people of color and poor people. But 
this was comparing a sample of eight people to 
places with 8,000. You can’t evaluate the kind of 
education you get based on ranking systems or a 
lot of the data that is collected.”

It may have been an educational utopia, but 
the reality that Shimer could no longer sustain 
itself financially had sunk in long before The 
Washington Monthly offered salt for its wounds.

It was Henking who spearheaded the effort 
that would eventually lead to the agreement with 
North Central College.

“I basically worked myself out of a job,” Henk-
ing said. “From the very beginning, a year and a 
half ago, North Central were clear that they were 
not looking to hire a second president. It’s pain-
ful because… I really loved the place.

“The students and the faculty renewed my be-
lief in a higher education. They renewed my belief 
that you can have a better life if you’re willing 
to learn some things and do it together and do 
it despite the fact that you disagree with each 
other. They reminded me of the point of what I’d 
spent a career doing.”

Reflection was inevitable.
“I couldn’t raise enough money,” Henking said. 

“It was in too bad a shape when I arrived. Some-
times you just follow your ideals. Shimer was not 
just a job for me. It was a vocation. It was really 
meaningful to me to be able to spend five years 
at this tiny place that is incredibly intense, re-
warding and heartbreaking. It’s been very hard 
for me. Part of running away from religion was 

running away from the requirement of self-sac-
rifice but that doesn’t mean you don’t choose it 
sometimes.”

It is still too early for Henking to make con-
crete plans concerning her future beyond return-
ing to Geneva and Bayer’s waiting arms.

Meanwhile, conservative commentators con-
tinue to add academics to their growing list of 
enemies of an increasingly divided country.

“It’s the first time I haven’t had a job since I 
was 16,” she said. “I’m trying hard to think of it 
as liberating but I haven’t got there quite yet. I 
think in the United States, there’s a confusion 
between academics and intellectuals. 

We need critical, intelligent reflection together 
across agreements and disagreements about what 
it is we’re doing and what we aspire to do. It 
brings history and questioning to the table. High-
er education is under threat in the United States. 
Getting a job and paying your bills can’t be it’s 
only point. Teaching, research and scholarship is 
part of a contribution to the public good.”

a longer version of this article is on the 
Windy City Times website.

http://www.speedprochicago.com
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By GRETCHEn RaCHEL HaMMonD 

When the Chicago House TransLife Center (TLC) 
opened in July 2013, it was so much more than a 
modest, multi-story home in the quiet North Side 
Chicago neighborhood of Edgewater. For the nine 
transgender and gender nonconforming individu-
als who lived there at any one time, it was a sin-
gular lifeline out of an endless cycle of societal 
and judicial abuse and homelessness.

It’s community of residents and staff served as 
a guidepost offering a new direction from a life 
of survival centered around getting through the 
next 24 hours under the omnipresent shadow of 
prison, violence and death to a once unimagina-
ble future that would take work but was at least 
attainable rather than hidden behind the firmly 
locked door of public rejection.

In January 2016, the TransLife Center became 
the TransLife Care Program. It is now so much 
more than the nine-bedroom home—which has 
since been sold.

It is an exponentially growing network of ser-
vices. TransHousing has 15 apartments across the 
city, from Rogers Park to Chicago’s South Shore, 
offering participants independent living. 

TransWorks is a comprehensive employment 
program that includes workshops, career-coach-
ing, mentorship and job development.  On June 
7, TransWorks was awarded a $100,000 grant by 
Impact 100 Chicago Women Empowering Change. 
The award was the successful conclusion of an 
extremely competitive process and, according to 
a Chicago House press release “will allow the pro-
gram to expand to serve more trans individuals 
with high-quality employment services, as well 
as train more employers on inclusive workplace 
policies, procedures and everyday interactions.”

TransLegal offers pro bono help in everything 
from navigating through Cook County’s complex 
maze of bureaucracies when making a name and 
gender marker change (through an invaluable 
partnership with the Transformative Justice Law 
Project of Illinois) to misdemeanor defense and 
civil aid for those who experience discrimination.

TransHealth dissolves barriers to healthcare 
faced by the transgender and gender-noncon-
forming population with drop-in access to affirm-
ing medical providers and services. There is long-
term care available that ranges from check-ups to 
HIV prevention and treatment.

As of July 1, the TransSafe drop-in will move 
from the Center on Halsted to the fifth floor of 
the Heartland Health Outreach clinic at 4750 N. 
Sheridan in Uptown.

It is the epicenter of each of TransLife Care’s 
programs.

Those who show up every Monday at 2-5 p.m. 
will not only find a safe escape from isolation 
but connection to employment, shelter, housing, 

legal and health all served up with refreshments.
The TransLife Care Program has transitioned 

from bricks and mortar to a living entity that is 
continuously expanding in both reach and the 
numbers of people it serves.

According to Chicago House, there were 314 
people who visited TransSafe in 2015. Last year 
those numbers tripled to 1,305.

TransHealth services saw the same significant 
growth from 35 visits to the program’s services in 
2015 to 175 in 2016.

Meanwhile, more than 200 people participated 
in TransWorks last year. Ninety-six percent of 
them found employment. 

The beating heart of the TransLife Care Program 
is powered by its staff members and volunteers.

When Windy City Times met five TransLife staff 
members at Chicago House’s North Side head-
quarters, their love for their clients, work and 
each other was immediately apparent.

Much as they do with their clients, TransLife 
Care Program Director Josie Lynne Paul, TransLife 
Project Manager Channyn Lynne Parker, TransSafe 
Coordinator Reyna Ortiz, TransShelter Coordina-
tor Jasmine Alexander and TransHousing Manager 
Kevin Pleasant encourage each other never to 
sell themselves short. If any one of them showed 
even a hint of modesty about their work, one of 
their colleagues would speak up on their behalf.

When former TLC client Alexander described 
herself as “the problem child” of the group, Park-
er wouldn’t have it.

“When I met Jasmine, she said ‘help me to 
help my community’,” Parker said. “She has made 
good on that a hundred-fold. She worked with 
individuals on the South Side way before she was 
getting paid for it. There isn’t enough I can say 
about Jasmine’s work. It speaks for itself.”

While TransLegal Director and Staff Attorney 
Maria Pahl, TransWorks Coordinator Kate Har-
rington-Rosen and other team members  could 
not be present, their work was mentioned with 
similar esteem.

“What you see is organic advocacy,” Parker 
said. “We all worked with our community in ways 
that are real and authentic way before we had a 
formal platform.”

Today, their contributions are as invaluable and 
unique as the program and the myriad of clients 
it serves.

“We are still the first and, as far as I know, the 
only program that provides this breadth of ser-
vices in a one-stop-shop setting in this country,” 
Paul said.

She noted that the decision to sell the Edgewa-
ter home was partly due to a challenge in finding 
the appropriate funds for it to reach its fullest 
potential.

“Actual funding for programs was going to be 
at least two years down the road,” she said. “So, 

we had this huge gap where there wasn’t any HUD 
[Housing and Urban Development] money or any 
other foundation that could provide for it.”

Misfortune turned out to be providence as Paul, 
Parker and Pleasant see the new scattered-site 
housing program as a leaps and bounds improve-
ment.

“It made more sense to actually make it inde-
pendent living,” Parker said. “We’ve seen a lot 
better results for our client base. Historically, our 
clients have come from multiple systems—DCFS 
[Department of Children and Family Services], in-
carceration and so on. Going from a space where 
they had to share living space to the same shared 
situation was a problem.”

“We’re talking about folks who have experi-
enced a great deal of trauma in life,” Paul ex-
plained. “Putting them in a setting where they 
were all together was a ‘like it or not’ situation. 
Group living can provide a high level of trauma 
triggers. It should really be a transitional model 
rather than permanent housing. Who wants to 
spend the rest of their days living with eight 
other people?”

“People need a starting point,” Pleasant added. 
“They need a place to come out of living in sur-
vival mode and to learn a different set of skills 
such as paying bills, going grocery shopping and 
living in a community that is diverse in regards 
to economics, identity, race, ethnicity. People get 
a say in where they live. They aren’t just stuck 
somewhere.”

“We’ve gone from nine units in the house to 15 
scattered site units,” Paul said. “We’ve not only 
provided the kind of housing that the community 
was looking for but more of those units.”

“At the end of the day, what we’re really invest-
ed in is our clients and community’s autonomy; 
getting them back to a sense of self responsibil-
ity and advocacy,” Parker asserted. “We are see-
ing progress.”

A significant part of the progress is observ-
able at the TransSafe drop-in—a program which, 

in September 2016, was one of only two in the 
country to receive a grant from the Centers from 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for the pur-
pose of evaluating home-grown intervention for 
transgender individuals at risk from HIV.

“TransSafe connects the trans community to 
what they need and want in that moment, what’s 
going to be most helpful to them” Paul said. “We 
get to evaluate the positive impacts on their 
lives through that model. It’s the central com-
ponent. The beauty of the new site at Heartland 
Health Outreach, is that we can walk folks to a 
lab, mental health services. There are more rapid 
connections to medical providers.”

She noted that the decision to move TransSafe 
from the Center on Halsted was based on the re-
quirements of the grant.

As the program’s coordinator, Ortiz has a tre-
mendous responsibility but it is one she shoul-
ders with the experience of a woman who has 
made outreach and advocacy a life passion. The 
results she has achieved, particularly with women 
on the West Side through organizations like Task-
force, and the example she offers of holding one’s 
ground whenever society tries to pull it from un-
derneath you have raised the profile of TransSafe 
and the trust participants have in it to a whole 
new level.

“I was able to connect youth on the West Side 
to attorneys, housing and all the resources that 
TransSafe offers,” she said. “If a girl comes up 
to me and says ‘I got arrested and I need an at-
torney,’ I can refer them right away and connect 
them to Maria.”

Ortiz set about garnering a thorough education 
about each of the city’s bureaucracies and sys-
tems by putting herself through them.

“I wanted to make the process as simplistic as 
possible for a trans person,” she said. “So, they 
wouldn’t have to go through all the craziness. I 
have multiple ways to get a trans person con-
nected to whatever resource they need.”

Whether it’s a court date, a visit to the Secre-

L to R Channyn Lynne Parker, Josie Lynne Paul, Reyna ortiz, Jasmine alexander and Kevin Pleasant 
(in front).
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

The lifeblood of the
Chicago House
TransLife Care program
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tary of State’s office for a new driver’s license or 
a doctor’s appointment, Ortiz also makes sure she 
goes with them.

“Those systems are really intimidating for our 
community because there’s a lot of blatant disre-
spect and discrimination,” she said. “My schedule 
allows me to be more hands-on because one little 
thing can derail a trans person for months. So, I 
make sure they’re ready, go there and get it done 
without any complications.”

If anyone, be they doctor or Secretary of State 
clerk, gives a transgender individual a hard time, 
Ortiz makes it clear, ether silently or verbally, she 
won’t stand for it. She is formidable opponent 
and an example to the client who is with her.

“It gives them the confidence to do that in 
other areas now that they have seen it’s pos-
sible,” Paul said.

“It’s holding these workers accountable with-
out resorting to violence or lashing out,” Ortiz 
added. “I wait for the moment for someone to try 
it with my girls because I know the paperwork is 
good and they need to do their jobs.”

Her work with the undocumented transgender 
community has been similarly groundbreaking.

Parker’s breadth of knowledge of the transgen-
der experience in Chicago’s judicial system and 
on the streets which serve as conduits to it has 
made her a go-to resource even for those out-
side of TransCare program seeking a shrewd and 
uncompromising education. Her calm demeanor 
conceals a passion for change that rages under-
neath it. She’s seen too much to ever permit the 
status quo to stand.

“Survival is something that we’re all, more or 
less, doing regardless of what stage in life we’re 
at,” Parker said. “We’ve all had our struggles. We 
all know what it’s like. When you walk into our 
space, you are not going to be judged. We un-
derstand that the journey from point A to point 
B is not always seamless. But we’re going to be 
there with you every step of the way. That’s what 
resonates with community in a way that is so 
truthful.”

Parker still makes regular visits to counsel 
transgender inmates at the Cook County Jail. It 
was during one of those visits that she met Al-
exander.

Alexander lived life on the streets and in the 
judicial system for years before she took on her 
role with TransCare. Now, through a partnership 
with the shelter for at-risk women Sarah’s Circle, 
Alexander makes sure homeless trans women get 
a roof over their heads. 

“I’ve been there,” she said. “I’ve been a pros-
titute, dope dealer, convict. I was kidnapped, 
raped and left for dead in an alley. You’ve got to 
do what you’ve got to do to survive. I was in jail 
and met Channyn and, when I got out, she of-
fered to help me. Step-by-step, I’ve built myself 
up from that life. I find a lot of girls at men’s 
shelters because they can’t go in as themselves 
and I take them from there. I work with them 
to get them a bed and then IDs, mental health; 
whatever they need me to do, Mother Goose is 
there.”

For the women battling through life on the 
South Side, Alexander is rare indeed: she is some-

one they can trust.
“I know these babies,” Alexander said. “I took 

them in for years. Most of them slept on my floor. 
I fed them. I’ll go out on the strip and kick their 
butts, get them to school, to the doctors. They 
look at me and they know who I used to be. They 
see that, if I can change, it opens-up possibili-
ties for anybody. It’s a still a journey but I love 
it.”

Similarly, Pleasant sees his role as supportive, 
even if that means some tough love.

“They’re trying to rebuild their lives,” he said. 
“Supporting them is not always warm and fuzzy. 
If you continue to live like you’re in survival 
mode, you’re probably going to wind up back in 
survival mode. You’ve got to change behaviors. 
It doesn’t mean you change them all at once be-
cause you didn’t learn them all at once. We’ve 
got to figure out what it takes for you to keep 
a roof over your head and what type of support 
you need to assist you in understanding that you 
don’t have to worry about having a place to lay 
your head at night.”

Pleasant stressed that transgender individuals 
do not have to be HIV-positive to receive servic-
es. But it was as a gay man who grew up during 
the height of the HIV epidemic which led to his 
role at TransCare.

“The support we had was from our trans sisters 
who housed us, sat at our hospital beds,” he said. 
“They were there when no one else was. This is 
what I do to give back. We’ve had women who’ve 
sabotaged themselves because they get scared. 
They’re not afraid of failure because they know 

that so well. They’re afraid of their own success.”
Pleasant views success as reaching whatever 

one aspires to even if it is day-by-day.
“Success is today my girl didn’t get high,” he 

said. “Success is she still has a roof over her 
head. Success is today she did not have to turn 
a date for some food because she was able to go 
shopping. Success is ‘I’m thinking about going to 
a G.E.D. program.’ Success is one of our clients 
getting ready to graduate from Harold Washing-
ton College. Success is one of my girls who got 
arrested and was going to court every month for 
over a year who is now a model citizen in the 
building where she lives. 

She was a hellraiser but she’s doing great. Suc-
cess is people respect you and you start respect-
ing yourself. For a trans woman of color to be 
able to walk into a place and have somebody re-
fer to you in your preferred pronouns is success. 
My goal is to support that success.”

Pleasant wasn’t simply speaking about his own 
job description but the entire mission of the 
TransLife Care program—one that marches on no 
matter what the political climate or funding chal-
lenges it may face.

“We don’t give up,” Paul said. “I sometimes 
refer to myself as the Queen of Many Chances. 
I don’t believe in limiting them. We never stop. 
We’re not done until it’s just not possible to do 
any more.”

 For more information about the TransLife 
Care Program, visit ChicagoHouse.org/causes/
translife-center.

http://www.sdflaw.com
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Caitlyn Jenner’s
growing pains
When June approaches, I always like to reflect on 
the pantheon in our LGBTQ community.

However, when it comes to Caitlyn Jenner, it is 
difficult to fathom how she went from icon to out-
cast.

Is it transphobia?
Is it because she was once part of the overex-

posed Kardashian clan on their forever-running TV 
reality series Keeping Up with the Kardashians.

Or, is it her conservative politics on issues that’s 
antithetical of LGBTQ advocacy? 

In 2015, Jenner captured the world’s atten-
tion—and this time not as America’s beloved 1976 
Olympic gold-medal decathlete. Jenner captured 
the world’s eye, applause and admiration for her 
bravery to come out as a trans woman, debuting on 
the July cover of Vanity Fair magazine.

And she looked AMAZING!!
People from around the world applauded her 

courage. President Obama gave his thumbs up, 
stating, “It takes courage to share your story.”

Laverne Cox—the transgender activist/actress 
known for her role on the Netflix series Orange Is 
the New Black—wrote on her Tumblr then, “Yes, 
Caitlyn looks amazing and is beautiful but what I 
think is most beautiful about her is her heart and 
soul, the ways she has allowed the world into her 
vulnerabilities.” 

And MSNBC commentator and trans author Janet 
Mock gleefully tweeted, “Introducing Ms. Caitlyn 
Jenner on the cover of @Vanity Fair: #CallMeCait-
lyn #girls like us.

Many social scientists and LGBTQ activists are 
trying to sort out is it as Cox stated “#girls like us” 
that has contributed to the name Caitlyn falling 
in popularity. According to a recent Boston Globe 

article, “Don’t call me Caitlyn: Baby names plunges 
in popularity,” the name Caitlyn plummeted the 
most and rapidly than any other baby name—both 
male and female. And, all four variations of the 
spelling have nosedived: Caitlin, Caitlyn, Katelynn 
and Kaitlynn.

Laura Wattenberg, founder of BabyNameWizard.
com, explained the recent disinterest in the name, 
stating, “Caitlyn was already falling in popularity. 
Now it is suddenly controversial.” However, I find 
the decline in the name rooted in transphobia and 
the sexist notion that nags, stymies and stigma-
tizes all women, even today, that our “biology is 
destiny.”

When Jenner launched her docuseries I Am Cait 
on the E! network the same year she came out, 
viewers got to see, for the first time, trans visibil-
ity. My hope for the show was that Jenner would 
weave her personal narrative into the larger and 
more varied canon of stories and struggling reali-
ties of trans people. However, the show’s target 
was a cisgender audience where Jenner showcased, 
perhaps unwittingly, that her real community was 
wealthy white Republicans while worrying how the 
trans community received her.

Jenner’s recent tell-all memoir The Secrets of 
My Life has pissed off several folks, where former 
wife Kris was at the front of the line. Jenner’s tome 
never made it onto the New York Times best-seller 
list and. today, people can purchase the print hard-
cover version half price and the Kindle version for 
$4.99. I know because I downloaded it.

To the surprise of many, in the memoir Jenner 
blames Ellen DeGeneres for “alienating her from 
the LGBTQ community” by supposedly distorting 
her comments on same-sex marriage when she ap-
peared on Ellen in 2015.

“I got burnt by Ellen on marriage equality,” Jen-
ner told Andy Cohen during her SiriusXM Town Hall. 
“I explained my progression. I probably didn’t do it 
as well as I could have if I’d really thought about 
it more. All of a sudden, Ellen comes back and says 
it sounds like you’re really not for it. I said, no 
I just said I was for it but it was a progression. 
She went on Howard Stern and upped the ante and 
Howard goes, ‘I can’t believe Caitlyn’s not for mar-

riage equality.’”
Also, Jenner blames her former spouse for per-

suading Ellen stating they both colluded against 
her because they’re good friends.

However, Jenner has done a good job alone dis-
tancing herself from the LGBTQ community, due to 
her stance on several LGBTQ issues and her conser-
vative politics.

For example, her praise and overzealous support 
for then-Republican presidential hopeful Ted Cruz, 
a notoriously anti-LGBTQ politician, was baffling.

“I like Ted Cruz. But I also think, ‘He’s an evan-
gelical Christian, and probably one of the worst 
ones when it comes to trans issues,’” Jenner told 
The Advocate in 2016.

“The Democrats are better when it comes to 
these types of social issues. So why support Re-
publicans? Number 1, if we don’t have a country, 
we don’t have trans issues. We need jobs. I want 
every trans person to have a job.” 

When asked by The Advocate if she would be 
Cruz’s trans ambassador, Jenner emphatically stat-
ed, “Yes, trans ambassador to the president of the 
United States, so we can say, ‘Ted, love what you’re 
doing but here’s what’s going on.’”

To date, Jenner is the most recognizable trans-
woman with a global platform who can give visibil-
ity and advocacy to transgender civil rights.

And, in 2017, Jenner sees herself as stepping 
closer to being a transgender-rights advocate. 

This past February, Jenner spoke out against 
Trump’s trans bathroom bill that prohibits trans 
students from using public school restrooms that 
coincides with their gender identity. 

And, in a recent April episode of 20/20, Jenner 
did a follow-up interview with Diane Sawyer, re-
flecting on coming out since her talk with Sawyer 
in April 2015.

When Sawyer asked Jenner how did she feel 
about her political party with Trump in office, she 
empathically replied, “You mess with my commu-
nity, you don’t give us equality and a fair shot, I’m 
comin’ after you.”

In just two years, Jenner has come a long way 
in understanding more fully the road ahead for her 
and the trans community.

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

Letters to the editor:
Safety first
 
DON’T BE A VICTIM:
ROBBERY OFFENDERS MIGHT BE WATCHING YOU.

—Stay on main streets and don’t use alleys
—Take transportation if possible

—Stay off your cellphone
—Keep valuables hidden
—Be aware of your surroundings

BAR SAFETY TIPS
—Do not leave your drink unattnded
—Sex offenders prey on customers who are easy 

targets
—“Stranger danger”—be careful who you take 

home

—Do not overdrink; intoxicated customers be-
come easy victims

Lastly, don’t drink and drive!
Call 911 for anything suspicious.

Chicago Police
Department and Chicago
Alternative Policing
Strategy (CAPS)

Rev. Irene
MONROe
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By SCoTT C. MoRGan
            
At the age of 23, gay Canadian playwright Jor-
dan Tanahill wrote his play Late Company from 
a place of great anger. Back in 2012, following a 
spate of LGBTQ teenage suicides in North Ameri-
ca, the conservative party in Canada released an 
“It Gets Better” video encouraging LGBTQ youth 
to seek out help.

“It felt like such a cynical ploy in my mind—
especially considering their voting record at 
the time. They were defunding programs that 
would have directly benefitted LGBTQ youth like 
helplines, community centers and special educa-
tion programs,” said Tanahill during a phone con-
versation from London where he writing a new 
work for the National Theatre of Great Britain. “It 
felt like pure hypocrisy.”

So Tanahill penned Late Company to examine 
the damaging effects of both overt and micro 
acts of aggression and discrimination toward 
queer youth by adults in middle-class and seem-
ingly liberal communities. Set at a very uncom-
fortable dinner party, Late Company looks at two 
sets of parents and a student trying to find com-
mon ground a year after a highly publicized sui-
cide of a gay teenager.

Tanahill admitted that it’s an unlikely dramatic 
situation, though he says it ties into some ex-
treme therapy trends he had read about concern-
ing healing and restorative justice. Though he 
wrote Late Company from a place of rage, nowa-
days Tanahill says he feels much more empathy 
for his grown-up characters.

“How much should you intercede into your 
teen’s life?” Tanahill said. “How do you confront 
a teen about depression, anti-social behavior or 
about their queerness? There are no easy answers 
and so five years out I have warmed more to the 

characters.”
Just as Tanahill’s attitudes have changed, so 

has Late Company. The play has kept its original 
Canadian place setting of Ottawa for prior pro-
ductions in Toronto (2013), Vancouver (2014) 
and Los Angeles (2017), but Tanahill is allow-
ing Late Company to be localized for its Chicago 
debut courtesy of Cor Theatre at the Pride Arts 
Center.

“My preference really is to keep it current and 
adaptable,” Tanahill said. “So it can be done re-
gionally and not just be tied to Ottawa.”

“We’re super-excited that Jordan was so flex-
ible and gung-ho about allowing us to really 
localize it,” said director Jessica Fisch, who is 
adding another layer to the play by refashion-
ing one of the couples as mixed-race to better 
represent Chicago.

“The really interesting, informative things for 
the cast and for myself is doing the research into 
how politics reflects itself in this greater Chicago 
area, which we think of as being really liberal, is 
not as simple as blue and red,” Fisch said. “We 
looked at the voting records of the past couple 
of elections for representatives and zeroed in on 
areas where conservative politicians have been 
elected as state politicians, while the area as 
a whole has voted democratic in national elec-
tions.”

Fisch wouldn’t reveal which exact Chicago sub-
urb she decided to reset Late Company in, though 
she said, “We like to say it’s probably a ‘W’ town 
somewhere on the North Shore.”  

Cor Theatre’s Chicago premiere of Late Com-
pany plays from Saturday, June 17, through 
Sunday, July 16, at The Buena stage of the 
Pride arts Center, 4147 n. Broadway St. Tick-
ets are 18-$30. Call 866-811-4111 or visit 
CorTheatre.org.

Pride pop-ups
In honor of Pride Month, many smaller the-

ater troupes are putting on special LGBTQ-theme 
productions with limited runs. Here are a few to 
check out:

Unity in Dance features original dance pieces 
with LGBTQ themes choreographed and performed 
by members of Giordano Dance Chicago at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, June 18, at The Broadway stage of the 
Pride Arts Center, 4139 N. Broadway St. Tickets 
are $30 and $50. Call 800-737-0984 or visit 
PrideFilmsAndPlays.com. 

Real people tell real stories about their lives 
in a special edition of you’re Being Ridiculous: 
PRiDE that plays at 8 p.m. Wednesdays through 
June 21 at Steppenwolf Theatre’s 1700 Theatre, 
1700 N. Halsted St. Tickets are $20. Call 312-
475-1650 or visit Steppenwolf.org.

Musical acts, comedy sketches and more are a 
part of Loud & Proud, an LGBTQ variety show 
co-hosted by Alex Garday and Cat McDonnell at 
8 p.m. Thursday, June 15, and 10 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 22, at MCL Chicago, 3110 N. Sheffield 
Ave. Tickets are $12. Call 773-610-5930 or visit 
MCLChicago.com.

Make america Gay again—an LGBTQa+ 
Sketch-travaganza plays 9 p.m. Thursdays 

through June 29, at Under the Gun Theater, 956 
W. Newport Ave. Tickets are $12. Call 773-270-
3440 or visit UnderTheGunTheater.com.

Drag Party Party is a variety show filled with 
improvised comedy and lip-syncing and features 
a mix of drag queens and drag kings like Celeste 
Izmore, Aunty Chen, Anita Cannoli, Justin Side 
and Pam Who? It all goes down at 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays through June 28 at the Annoyance 
Theatre, 851 W. Belmont Ave. Tickets are $10. Call 
773-697-9693 or visit TheAnnoyance.com.

The infinite Wrench: 30 Queer Plays in 60 
Straight Minutes plays at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
June 22, 11:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 
23 and 24, and 7 p.m. Sunday, June 25, at the 
Neo-Futurarium, 5153 N. Ashland Ave. It’s a ben-
efit for YEPP (Youth Empowerment Performance 
Project), and tickets are $25. Call 773-878-4557 
or visit NeoFuturists.org.

GayCo Productions, Chicago’s oldest LGBTQ 
sketch comedy troupe, presents GayWaTCH at 
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 24, 
at The Playground Theatre, 3209 N. Halsted St. 
Tickets to this heavily improvised comedy revue 
are $15. Call 773-871-3793 or visit GayCo.com.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Bullying blame

Photo of Heather Chrisler and Javier Ferreira by Cole Simon
WCT reviews the Shakespeared-based Her Majesty’s Will.

22‘Will’ done3436
Sidetrack’s 35th anniversary.athena.

nathan Rommel 
and Jacob Frazier

will be part of
“Unity of Dance.”

Photo 
by Rusty

Hernandez
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THEATER REVIEW

Her Majesty’s Will
Playwright: adapted by Robert Kauzlaric, 
from the novel by David Blixt
at: Lifeline Theatre, 
6912 n. Glenwood ave.
Tickets: $40
Runs through: July 16

By MaRy SHEn BaRniDGE

Some say it all began in 1973 with the novel The 
Princess Bride, some in 1998 with Shakespeare in 
Love, and yet others attribute the revival of the 
sword-and-cloak literary genre to theatrical com-
bat designers weary of applying their skills to the 
same few plays. Whatever the source, consumers 

of historical fiction in 2017 can find Elizabethan 
superstars William Shakespeare and Christopher 
Marlowe starring in whodunits, bodice-rippers, 
glam-camp farces, graphic novels and even cook-
books.
 The speculations of fight designer-turned-au-
thor David Blixt focus on what literary scholars 
call “Shakespeare’s lost years,” when the Strat-
ford schoolmaster fled his provincial home and 
family to emerge less than a decade later in 
metropolitan London as the favorite playwright 
of Her Royal Highness Elizabeth I. Young Will’s 
progress—all purely hypothetical, remember—
steers him into the company of bad-boy Oxford-
dropout and part-time secret agent “Kit” Mar-
lowe. Other current topics addressed in the text 
include religious wars, artistic theory, the—um, 
pliant boundaries of “bromance” and the identity 

of the mysterious “dark lady” referenced in the 
sonnets.
 Mostly, though, we are catapulted through 
royal intrigues, thrilling adventures, narrow es-
capes, intrepid nemeses and unexpected allies, 
accompanied by plenty of swashbuckling action 
involving trapdoors, runaway carriages, barroom 
brawls, rapiers, daggers, punches, grapples and 
exits with bears in pursuit. Rob Kauzlaric’s adap-
tation features dialogue incorporating speeches 
lifted from the Bard’s Greatest Hits, with brief 
digressions for discussions on the future of the 
English theater, the fine points of continental 
fencing techniques and the morphological con-
nection between “Fall-staff” and “Shake-spear.”  
 This is a dizzying array of moving parts to keep 
in motion over two and a half hours and, on 
opening night, director Chris Hainsworth’s narra-

tive pace required a few minutes to achieve op-
timum velocity (Bryan Bosque should also tone 
down Kit’s fey mannerisms sooner) but, before 
long, the nine-actor ensemble portraying 22-plus 
characters, led by Javier Ferreira’s William you-
know-who, were swapping personae with protean 
dexterity, assisted by Jeffrey Levin’s sound de-
sign painting an aural picture of an environment 
well beyond the confines of Eleanor Kahn’s skel-
etal scaffold-and-wagon scenery.
 Summer is the season for Shakespearean romps, 
whether big-budget (like that other what-if 
English-lit fantasy at the Pier) or planks-and-
passion.  Don’t wait until the sunshine fades to 
see this one.

THEATER REVIEW

Ragtime 
Playwright: Terrence Mcnally; music, Stephen 
Flaherty; lyrics, Lynn ahrens
at: Griffin Theatre at The 
Den, 1333 n. Milwaukee ave.
Tickets: 866-811-4111; 
Griffintheatre.com; $39
Runs through: July 16

By JonaTHan aBaRBanEL

Ragtime is among the most musically powerful 
and deeply felt Broadway shows ever written. It’s 
also huge ... or has been until now. 
 This production unveils a “smaller” Ragtime, 
performed by a 20-person ensemble (still large) 
and a three-person orchestra (playing multiple 
instruments) driven by twin pianos. To say that 
Ragtime loses none of its musical or emotional 
power is the honest truth; to say that director 
Scott Weinstein and musical directors Jermaine 

Hill and Ellen Morris have knocked it out of the 
park is nothing less than this production de-
serves.
 Based on the deceptively simple novel by E. L. 
Doctorow, Ragtime is historical fiction set mostly 
in New York before World War I in which the criss-
crossing paths of white Yankees, Harlem Negroes 
and Eastern European Jewish immigrants lead 
to tragedy and triumph. Historic figures Henry 
Ford, Pierpont Morgan, Houdini, Emma Goldman, 
Admiral Perry, Booker T. Washington and others 
now forgotten also make cameo appearances. The 
book and musical reflect the prejudices, oppor-
tunities and tumultuous social forces that forged 
20th-century America. In my years in theater, 
I’ve encountered no other show in which the 
score so knowingly embodies the story and so 
potently enhances the emotions. Act I of Rag-
time—with its glorious peak in “New Music”—is 
musical-theater perfection, and Act II isn’t far 
behind.
 Griffin’s production is stirringly played, ardently 
sung, tellingly acted and richly designed (beau-

tiful period costumes by Rachael Sypniewski), 
while the intimate in-the-round staging brings 
the show into one’s lap. There’s plenty of musi-
cal movement although not a lot of dance), but 
that’s a minor caveat. More seriously, the sound 
design is spotty and needs further adjustment 
and/or remixing, and that’s the worst thing I can 
say about this production!
 I loved the little orchestra, which supplements 
the pianos with violin, flute, clarinet, bass clari-
net, accordion, mandolin and bass drum from 
song to song in sensitive and imaginative new 
orchestrations by Matt Deitchman. The score in-
cludes marches, waltzes, novelty tunes, anthems 
and, of course, the music of the title. ”
 The passionate performers portray one set of 
lives blossoming and another set fading. 
 Ragtime and Parade (continuing at Writers The-
atre) offer Chicagoans an unusual opportunity to 
see two astonishing musicals about early 20th-
century America. See them both; they are superb 
companion pieces.

aladdin, Cadillac Palace Theatre, through Sept. 
10. This national tour is a corporate Disney prod-
uct, no doubt. But most audiences nostalgic for 
the blockbuster 1992 animated feature probably 
won’t care since Aladdin delivers as a wowing, 
big-budget stage spectacle. SCM 

King Liz, Windy City Playhouse, through July 
16. Even self-made monarchs can succumb to 
hubris and ambition. Chuck Smith directed this 
cautionary fable of an African-American woman 
from the projects who grew up to be the hottest 
pro-athlete agent in Manhattan. MSB

The night Season, Strawdog Theatre Company 
at Factory Theater, through June 24.  A little po-
etry by William Butler Yeats (and a movie actor 
in town playing him) is all it takes to conjure up 
romance of the happy-ever-after kind for an Irish 
family with three daughters. MSB

Paradise Blue, TimeLine Theatre, through July 
23. Jazz man Blue is squeezed between personal 
demons and urban renewal in 1949 Detroit, and 
makes all the wrong choices. This atmospheric 
play has strong characters and dialog but weak 
structure. Powerful acting carries it, along with 
Orbert Davis’ original jazz score. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICKS

c

THEATER REVIEW

Pilgrims 
Playwright: Claire Kiechel
at: The Gift Theatre, 4802 n. Milwaukee ave.
Tickets: 773-283-7071 or 
TheGiftTheatre.org; $30-$40
Runs through: July 30

By SCoTT C. MoRGan

Claire Kiechel’s world-premiere play Pilgrims is 
billed as a sci-fi drama. But its core is a grip-
ping mystery between two strangers hinging on 
shifting male-female power dynamics.

The two principal characters are “The Soldier” 
(a hulking and often menacing Ed Flynn), who is 
forced to share the same spaceship cabin with 
“The Girl” (an overly enthusiastic Janelle Vil-
las). She’s keen to reinvent herself on a far-off 
planet, and even to find a spouse right away to 
help repopulate the human race.

The laconic Soldier, who has previously bat-
tled aliens, has other ideas. He angrily makes 

his displeasure about the loss of privacy known 
to the personal robotic stewardess called “Jas-
mine” (a hilariously perky Brittany Burch). Yet 
events conspire to keep the three trapped in 
their tiny cabin for weeks on end.

One of the main strengths of Pilgrims is how 
Kiechel keeps the audience guessing about the 
ulterior motives of both the Soldier and the Girl. 
Clearly the Soldier is damaged in some way by 
his military service. But the Girl has her own 
past problems, too.

Kiechel and co-directors Michael Patrick 
Thornton and Jessica Thebus also build tension 
(and audiences guessing) by illustrating upset-
ting scenarios between scenes (or as scenes 
themselves). These could be foreshadowed 
events that will tragically play out, or possibly 
disturbing dreams of the Soldier or the Girl.

Now the ultimate revelation of the two char-
acters’ past traumas might not live up to all the 
imaginative speculation that swirls throughout 
the play. Kiechels device of game-playing for 
the Girl to ferret out information from the Sol-
dier can also feel a tad too precious (though the 
early battle for the bathroom does harken back 

to the one between Blanche and Stanley in A 
Streetcar Named Desire).

Kiechel’s Pilgrims provides a sturdy dramatic 
framework for much imagination to take flight 
for both audiences and the production’s actors 
and design team. The cast and crew at The Gift 
grab onto these glories of Pilgrims and create 
plenty of dramatic and design magic.

With Arnel Sancianco’s elevated hotel-room 
set design, lighting designer Heather Gilbert 
and sound designer Chris Kriz all expertly col-
laborate to create a futuristic and claustropho-
bic environment (though audiences in the first 
row may have to crane their necks a tad too 
long). The very attractive cast also skillfully 
works to keep audiences constantly guessing.

It’s often said that sci-fi is more a reflection 
of the times it was created in rather than a true 
prediction of future events. So with Pilgrims, 
the paranoia over whom to trust and what is 
real or alternative reality certainly rings true 
for this very uncomfortable time full of people 
venting pent-up anger and sharing misinforma-
tion.

Denzel Tsopnang and Katherine Thomas in 
Ragtime.
Photo by Michael brosilow
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By JERRy nUnn

Alexandra Billings grew up performing in Chicago 
and recently returned to make an appearance at 
the Steppenwolf gala. Theater credits in Illinois 
include The Bailiwick Theater, Light Opera Works 
and Court Theatre. She has won a Joseph Jeffer-
son Award and five After Dark Awards, and was a 
artistic associate for About Face Theatre. 

Now living in Hollywood, she has achieved 
even more success with a variety of television 
shows. Billings has played transgender charac-
ters on series such as ER, How to Get Away with 
Murder and Grey’s Anatomy. This streak continues 
with the role of Davina on the current hit Amazon 
series Transparent. 

Windy City Times: i first met you when you 
were in the live show Xena.

Alexandra Billings: Oh, lord. That was back in 
1923! 

WCT: you really gave it your all at the recent 
Steppenwolf gala. How was being in Chicago 
again?

AB: I was in town for 48 hours. I got in a plane, 
went to the hotel, ate, slept, did the gig and 
went home. I got to see Honey West, which was 
spectacular. She came to my hotel and we hung 
out for two hours. She is my best friend and has 
been for 20 years. She got nominated for a Jeff 
Award for Priscilla. She is the first trans person in 
the history of the Jeff Awards to receive a nomi-
nation. It is huge and no one is talking about it. 

It makes me angry to see how things are mini-
mized, even in the LGBT community. She has 
made theatrical history. 

WCT: Honey was the first trans person to do 
that role. 

AB: That is exactly right. There is a lot of stuff 
going on here that needs to be talked about. 

WCT: is the new season of Transparent in the 
can?

AB: Yes, it is shot. It is more of the same, but 
more… [Laughs]! It is bigger.

WCT: Will your onscreen friendship with 
Maura Pfefferman be explored more? 

AB: They were looking at trans actors’ contribu-
tions more closely on the show for season three. 
Season four has a lot more of Maura and I in it. 
There is more on Shea also. There have been sug-
gestions that the trans actors be more visible. 

Jill Soloway, who is a genius, took that to 
heart, and so did the rest of the writers. 

WCT: How did you get on Transparent in the 
first place?

AB: Jill and her sister Kate, who is also an ex-
ecutive producer and writer on the show, and I 
all knew each other from Chicago. The Annoy-
ance Theatre did a production called Co-Ed Prison 
Sluts, which was a huge hit. It ran for years. The 

Soloway sisters wrote the music and lyrics to it. 
I was doing a show called Cannibal Cheerleaders 
on Crack for the Torso Theatre, which is no longer 
there. 

The shows were running at the same time. This 
was when late night theater shows were hopping. 

One time I was asked to fill in at the Annoy-
ance show then jump into a cab to make it to my 
show later. I was young and did it for a week. 
That is how we got to know each other. 

About four years ago Kate contacted me 
through Facebook and told me about their idea 
for a show. Nobody wanted to buy it because it 
was about a parent who was transitioning. 

Amazon was interested but I thought that is 
the place that sells books! 

I didn’t think anyone would see the show, but 
knew if they made it then it would be brilliant. 
I went down to read with Jeffrey Tambor and we 
hit it off immediately. I knew it was a good idea 
when I walked into the room. It just happened 
before reading anything. We just looked at each 
other and knew it would go swell. I got the role, 
we did the pilot, and my life changed. 

WCT: i have seen you at the awards shows. 
Do you get starstruck?

AB: Oh, my god—are you kidding? That is all I 
do. I bring my phone and take pictures of people. 
I’m the idiot running up to people at the Emmy 
Awards and asking for pictures. I have no shame. 

I am 55 years old. I have been living with AIDS 
for three decades. Every day is a gift. When I am 
living a Cinderella moment in a fairy tale, I don’t 
take one single moment for granted. 

WCT: you have a new show at the LGBT Cen-
ter in La coming out?

AB: Yes, it is called S/He & Me: A Theatrical 
Cabaret. It is a musical play about my marriage 
and my relationship with my wife, who I met in 
1976. It parallels my parents’ relationship when 
they were teenagers. It is about wha happens to 
these four characters. There is a little boy named 
Scott who is the catalyst to all of these relation-
ships. 

I wrote it and it is directed by Joanne Gordon. 
There is found music where we put in a bunch of 
Broadway show tunes. Within the text there is a 
lot of singing. 

WCT: Would you ever write a book about your 
life?

AB: It is hard, Jerry. It is difficult for me to 
write something and not be very truthful. I don’t 
know if I could be honest and not hurt a lot of 
feelings or at least bruise some people. I don’t 
particularly want to do that in order to write a 
book. I have to think about it. 

I am going to write a book, it just might not be 
an autobiography.  

WCT: Do you have any music coming out?

AB: I suck in the studio. I feel I should leave 
that to Madonna. It is really a gift and a whole 
other thing that I don’t understand. I don’t have 
a pleasing voice where someone will just sit there 
and listen to it. I am loud. It takes up a lot of 
space, and is not always in tune. 

I feel like I am a live performer. We tried to do 
a live album, but it felt stilted. I don’t know if I 
will go back in the studio anytime soon. 

WCT: any thoughts on the current state of 
trans rights? 

AB: I transitioned in 1980 when it was not only 
unheard of, but illegal. I got put in jail because 
I was wearing women’s clothes in the streets of 
Chicago. 

We live in a very different time now, but con-
version therapy is very real. We are designated a 

mental illness in almost a dozen states. There are 
several jobs where I could still be fired. I was a 
victim of a hate crime in my own university in 
California. There is progress to be made. 

I think things are better and can be better. 
We have to concern ourselves with the younger 

generation. The trans younger community is kill-
ing themselves at astronomical rates. This is not 
just the bullying that is going on but the mar-
ginalization in the LGBT community. We have a 
lot of education and communication  problems in 
our community. 

I believe in order to clean up politically we 
need to clean up our own house first. We are not 
good at that unless something tragic happens. 
We can’t wait for that to happen. There is a man 
in the White House right now who couldn’t care 
less about us. If push came to shove then we 
would be the first to go. 

We’ve got to congeal and be a tribe. We can’t 
do that until we learn our own LGBT history. That 
goes back to my point about Honey West!

WCT: What do you think of Caitlyn Jenner?
AB: I feel she is in the best place she can be 

for what she knows. The best thing she can do for 
herself is take a vacation. She needs to stop for 
a minute. Anyone that goes through any transi-
tion, whether marriage to being single, having a 
job to unemployment, or whatever, if it is done 
on a large stage it turns into theatrics. It is not 
spiritual or truthful. It is not founded in any kind 
of reality. That is true of anyone, not just Caitlyn 
Jenner. 

She is going through a massive change in her 
life on a global scale. I don’t know how we expect 
her to act except for exactly how she is acting. 
She is not doing this in a spiritual way but in-
stead a public way. I think she is a wonderful 
human being with  her heart in the right place. 
She just needs to stop. She’s got the money and 
the time. Get the hell out of Dodge and relax for 
a few minutes! 

Visit alexandraBillings.com for more in-
formation on Billings’ projects. Transparent’s 
fourth season is scheduled to be released 
sometime this fall.
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alexandra Billings.
PR photo

NUNN ON ONE

Alexandra Billings
talks ‘Transparent,’
tunes and Caitlyn

‘evan Hansen’
prevails at Tonys

With no juggernaut like Hamilton sweeping 
the Tonys this year, the awards were dispersed 
among more productions during this year’s cer-
emony, held June 11 at Radio City Music Hall.

Dear Evan Hansen was the night’s biggest 
winner, with six awards. Among them were Best 
Musical, Best Actor in a Leading Role in a Musi-
cal for Ben Platt, and Best Actress in a Featured 
Role in a Musical for Rachel Bay Jones.

Some of the night’s other winners included 
out actress Cynthia Nixon (for The Little Fox-
es), Michael Aronov (for Oslo), August Wilson’s 
Jitney and Laurie Metcalf (for A Doll’s House, 
Part 2).

However, it was Bette Midler (who won for 
best actress in a musical) who might have sto-
len the ceremony. Although she did not per-
form, her acceptance speech amused many; at 
one point during the four-minute-plus speech, 

Midler told the orchestra “Shut that crap off!” 
when the music started to swell.

Kevin Spacey hosted the show. Poking holes 
at the rumors about his sexuality, he made a 
few coming-out jokes—but did not officially 
do so.

New CSO album
out June 16

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra (CSO) is 
releasing its eighth recording with Music Di-
rector Riccardo Muti on its own CSO Resound 
label—Bruckner: Symphony No. 9 in D Minor 
($19.99)—worldwide via retail and online out-
lets on June 16.

The recording is also available now for pre-
order online via Amazon, iTunes, ArkivMusic 
and The Symphony Store.

The CSO’s commercial recording history be-
gan more than 100 years ago, on May 1, 1916.



THEATER REVIEW

Naked Boys
Singing!
Playwright: conceived by Robert Shrock, 
with music & lyrics by various artists,
at: Eclectic Full Contact Theater Company 
at Theater Wit, 1229 n. Belmont ave.
Tickets: $25-$30
Runs through: July 1

By MaRy SHEn BaRniDGE

The six males referenced in the title of this musi-
cal revue sing—quite capably, too. It’s likewise 
true that the ensemble of physically diverse play-
ers—lissome or cuddlesome, bear-hairy or baby-
bottom bald, tattooed and tabula rasa—appear 
totally unclothed for all but perhaps 14 out of 
the 85 minutes required for the duration of the 
performance. To be sure, that same description 
could be applied to a rush-week fraternity party 
or a post-game locker-room revel, but this 1998 
vaudeville promising “No crudity/Just gratuitous 
nudity” delivers much, much more.
 In addition to the novelty of its wardrobe de-
sign, the score composed by a baker’s dozen of 
tunesmiths explores the vagaries of self-revela-
tion as practiced in our society—the Jewish cel-
ebration of Bris, for example, or the pubescent 
humiliation of involuntary erections. Cleaning 
services whose employees perform their domestic 
chores wearing only the safety gear mandated by 
their industry—aprons, gloves etc.—are name-
checked (“Call me! You look dirty!” our “Naked 

Maid” teases a spectator), as is nostalgia for 
rough-diamond masculine icons like Robert Mit-
chum, now supplanted by exercise-fanatics seek-
ing anatomical perfection. The evening would 
not be complete without a double-entendre dit-
ty—in this case, extolling the therapeutic ben-
efits of culinary activities like tenderizing steaks 
(all right, “beating your meat”), or an a cappella 
baroque-harmony toccata based in synonyms for 
“penis.”
 It’s not all naughty-bits giggles, however (het 
bachelorette parties, be warned). “Kris (See What 
You Missed)” is an AIDS-survivor’s apostrophe to 
his deceased lover, while “Window to Window” 
recounts the romantic fancies of two apartment-
dwelling singles viewing one another from ad-
jacent high-rises. Portraits of the sex-trade in-
dustry range from a “perky little porn star from 
Skokie, Illinois,” to a clutch of weary sequin-
burned strippers, to aspiring calendar models 
tracing their art back to Marilyn Monroe and Burt 
Reynolds.
 The Eclectic Theatre Company, though not pre-
cisely a gay-focused troupe, demonstrated its 
embrace of the short-arms-inspection aesthetic 
in its 2014 production of Richard Greenberg’s 
Take Me Out. Under the direction of David Belew, 
with continuity assistance provided by Jessica 
Lauren Fisher’s compact choreography and Ty 
Miles’ agile piano bridges, the ensemble currently 
occupying the front studio at Theater Wit (next 
door to About Face’s Bright Half Life, coinciden-
tally) display warmth and congeniality in quanti-
ties sufficiently abundant to put us at our ease 
immediately and keep us there. 
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Standup comedians of color and/or who self-
identify within the LGBTQI acronym make up 
the performers featured in SHaDE: an aCTU-
aLLy Diverse Comedy Show. SHADE: An AC-
TUALLY Diverse Comedy Show plays at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 15, at Steppenwolf Theatre’s 
1700 Theatre, 1700 N. Halsted St. Tickets are 
$15; call 312-335-1650 or visit Steppenwolf.
org.
 Caption: Comedian Peter Kim is featured 
in SHaDe: an aCtuallY Diverse Comedy 

Show at Steppenwolf theatre’s 1700 the-
atre in Chicago. Photo by todd Rosenberg

SPOTLIGHTe

Danny Bradley, Will Fleming and Joshua Peterson in naked Boys Singing!
Photo by Katherine Siegel

A newly liberated mother, her transgender child and her 
PTSD-addled son shake up the patriarchy in this absurd 

and surprising look at a reimagined American family.

Previews June 29 – July 5 just $30!
steppenwolf. org  |  312-335-1650

The uproarious, subversive black comedy  
by renowned performance artist 

Taylor Mac

Corporate Production SponsorSupported by a Grant from

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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Gay artist’s works at
MOCA Cleveland

Gay artist Keith Mayerson is holding his first solo mu-
seum exhibtion, “Keith Mayerson: My American Dream,” 
at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) Cleveland 
until Sunday, Sept. 17.

According to MOCA’s website, “Mayerson offers a dis-
tinctive view of the American Dream at a critical mo-
ment in our sociopolitical landscape. Presenting more 
than 100 paintings from a twenty-year body of work, My 
American Dream weaves together famous figures, iconic 
events, inspiring landscapes, and personal experiences 
into a vibrant cosmology.”

As part of the exhibit, Mayerson shows themes of 
queerness and marriage equality. There are also new 
paintings made in relation to Cleveland, such as one 
featuring NBA player LeBron James.

The museum is also holding “Queer Threads: Crafting 
Identity and Community” on June 17. At this event, 
“John Chaich features an international, intergenera-
tional mix of 30 contemporary artists who explore queer 

identity by remixing fiber craft traditions as well as 
the tensions between of art and craft, masculine and 
feminine, gay and straight,” according to the museum’s 
website.

See MOCACleveland.org.

‘Pickers’ in Illinois
throughout June

The show American Pickers—a documentary series 
that explores the world of antique “picking”—will be 
filming throughout Illinois in June.

The History Channel show follows Mike and Frank, two 
skilled pickers, as they hunt for the country’s most valu-
able antiques. They find sizeable, unique collections and 
learn the interesting stories behind them.

Those with large private collections of antiques that 
the pickers can spend the better part of the day look-
ing through should send their names, phone numbers, 
locations and descriptions of the collection with photos 
to americanpickers@cineflix.com or call 855-OLD-RUST.

Queer Film 
Society series 
in June

The Queer Film Society, in as-
sociation with The Chicago Pub-
lic Library, is presenting “Cel-
ebrate Queer Pride Worldide,” 
a free film series examining the 
lives of LGBTQ people globally 
(in honor of Gay Pride month). 

The series has free screenings 
taking place at 6 p.m. (doors at 
5:30 pm) at various branches 
of the Chicago Public Library: 
Monday, June 19 at the Beza-
zian branch (1226 W. Ainslie 
Ave.), Tuesday, June 20, at the 
West Town branch (1625 W. Chi-
cago Ave.), and Wed., June 21, 
at the Rogers Park branch (6907 
N. Clark St.). 

The films are:
—Tchindas (2015): The June 

19 movie shows a tiny island 
community preparing for their 
annual Carnival celebration un-
der the direction of a beloved 
trans performer and her cohorts.

—Stories of Our Lives (2015): 
This movie, being shown June 
20-21, is composed of five hort 
films dramatizing true stories of 
LGBTQ lives in Kenya.

This series contains films with 
mature subject matter. Viewer 
discretion is advised. See Chi-
PubLib.org and QueerFilmSoci-
ety.org.
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NOW PLAYING
847-242-6000 | WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG

The Tony Award-winning Musical —  
Best Book and Best Original Score!

SPAMILTON.COM
THE ROYAL GEORGE THEATRE

312.988.9000 | TICKETMASTER.COM
 

“ALTOGETHER BRILLIANT!” 
Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Times Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

“SPAMILTON IS A BLAST.” 

DIRECT FROM NEW YORK, 
THE OFF-BROADWAY SMASH HIT!

SAVE 20% ON GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE AT 
WWW.GROUPTIX.NET OR CALL 773.327.3778

http://www.writerstheatre.org
http://www.lifelinetheatre.com
http://www.thecuckoostheaterproject.com
http://www.eclectic-theatre.com
http://www.spamilton.com


By JaKE EKDaHL

Matt Wolf is an award-winning filmmaker based 
out of New York. His most recent work, Bayard & 
Me, details the story of the late civil-rights ac-
tivist Bayard Rustin and Rustin’s partner, Walter 
Naegle.

Wolf’s films have earned recognition at festi-
vals and focus on untold but remarkable stories. 
His previous projects include, Wild Combination, 
Teenage, I Am Rebel, The Face of AIDS and I Re-
member. 

Windy City Times: Where did the idea for 
this documentary come from? How long did it 
take? 

Matt Wolf: StoryCorps—an oral history and 
radio project in New York—was doing a queer 
initiative, and they approached me about con-
tributing stories and recommending people to be 
interviewed. I had heard about the phenomenon 
of intergenerational gay adoption, and I said, 
“Let’s try and talk to somebody who did that.”

WCT: you have a pretty impressive resume, 
with more than a few film projects under your 
belt. Did any of your previous works influence 
the way you approached the filming and over-
all development of Bayard & Me?

MW: Yeah, I’ve done several biographical docu-
mentaries about queer history. So, in a way, this 
is my wheelhouse; this is what I’m used to doing. 
You know, the topic of the civil-rights movement 
or intergenerational adoption, that was new to 
me. But I’m used to telling a story by interview-
ing someone intimately talking about a partner 
or a relationship that is no more. And typically, 
that is a narrative that relates to the AIDS epi-
demic, but this was due to age. 

WCT: What made you choose that opening 
shot of a modern city versus the 1970s? your 
documentary has a lot of shots that cut back 
and forth between then and now.

MW: That was a theme for me, to kind of move 
between the past and the present. ... In a lot 
of my films, I’m interested in kind of blurring 
the lines between the past and the present, and 
jumping back and forth. That’s why I chose to 
shoot the present-day stuff in 16-millimeter 
film—because it blends pretty seamlessly with 
the archival footage.

WCT: What was it like hunting down foot-
age for this story? is that a challenge you look 
forward to finding solutions for?

MW: All of my films involve a lot of archival 
footage, so that’s something that is a big part 
of my creative process. For this particular film, I 
worked closely with the GLBT Historical Society 
in San Francisco who has a very unique archival 
film collection. 

WCT: What was it like seeing old footage of 
Bayard during the civil-rights movement? How 
do you think his time in india helped shaped 
his world view? 

MW: Yeah, definitely. There’s a wonderful film 

called Brother Outsider that came out in the early 
2000s that’s a kind of definitive biography of Ba-
yard. And that film had all this footage. So, when 
I was doing research on this project, I saw that 
film and I thought, “Wow, there’s all this amazing 
material.” Something I didn’t include was footage 
of Bayard debating Malcolm X. 

WCT: it was surprising to see that Bayard and 
Walter’s mother had such a strong connection.

MW: I thought it was touching, and it was 
sweet. But in a way, it’s not surprising because 
they were from the same generation, so it kind of 
made sense, you know?

WCT: Do you think Bayard’s Quaker upbring-
ing influenced his approach to activism? 

MW: Absolutely. I know that was kind of cen-

tral to his methodology. I remember Walter say-
ing that love was a foundation of the quaker 
faith and that was a guiding principle in a lot 
of [Bayard’s] activism and philosophies on social 
organizing. 

WCT: There was a line in the documentary 
that really struck me: “He was willing to step 
back from the forefront, for the greater good.” 
it gives the impression that Bayard took a less 
visible role in civil rights because of his sexu-
ality. Do you think that’s true? Do you think 
that, in reality, he could have been as influen-
tial as someone like John Lewis? 

MW: Yeah, I mean I think that’s totally true 
and that, in a way, he was marginalized for be-
ing gay. And he was, you know, shifted to the 
background of the movement even though he was 
a really formative leader and influential within 
that moment.

Bayard & Me is on on Super Deluxe’s social 
channels. See youTube.com/superdeluxe.

Read the entire interview online at WindyCi-
tyMediaGroup.com.
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Matt Wolf aims to tell
Bayard Rustin’s story

Walter naegle and Bayard Rustin.
Photo by bert andrews, from the estate of 
bayard Rustin

3 DAYS OF MUSIC, DANCING 
& COMMUNITY.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT NYCPRIDE.ORG

FRIDAY,  JUNE 23

Patti LaBelle
Deborah Cox

 DJ Lina

SUNDAY,  JUNE 25

Nelly Furtado
Chus & Ceballos

Cindel  ·  Scott Martin

SATURDAY,  JUNE 24

Tegan and Sara
Years & Years  ·  Róisín Murphy  ·  Gallant

Dimitri From Paris  ·  Occupy The Disco

http://www.nycpride.org


By JERRy nUnn

Actress Rachel Weisz has come a long way since 
her first minor role in 1994’s Death Machine. She 
began staking her claim to big-budget Hollywood 
with Chain Reaction, a few Mummy movies, About 
a Boy and The Runaway Jury. She later won an 
Oscar for her role in The Constant Gardener.

In live theater, she revived Design for Living 
and A Streetcar Named Desire. The Londoner 
starred with her husband, Daniel Craig, on Broad-
way with Betrayal, which racked up ticket sales. 

Art-house films are her specialty, with 2015’s 
The Lobster, Youth and, now, My Cousin Rachel. 
This is another film adaptation of Daphne du 
Maurier’s work and the first one since 1952. It 

is a tightly wound mystery involving a young 
Englishman named Philip, played by Sam Claflin, 
who plots revenge against his cousin because he 
believes that she murdered his guardian. Things 
grow complicated as he develops romantic feel-
ings for her.

Windy City Times talked with the accomplished 
actress during a recent press conference. 

Question: Hi, Rachel. Would you start off 
with talking about researching the role in My 
Cousin Rachel and making it different from 
the past?

Rachel Weisz: I didn’t watch the original 1950s 
classic because I didn’t want to have Olivia de 
Havilland’s performance in my mind. 

I did read the novel because obviously I could 
interpret that in my own way, and not be haunted 
by another actress’s reading. I read the script and 
I like to ride side saddle. That was about it in 
terms of active research. The rest is just imagin-
ing. 

Q: Did you work closely with the director on 
your interpretation of her guilt or innocence?

RW: I made a decision, and when I first read 
the script, I didn’t know. It was open to inter-
pretation and ambiguous as to kind of did she or 
didn’t she but I made a decision before I actu-
ally played her as to whether she was guilty or 
innocent. The director asked that I keep that a 
secret from him, and it’s a secret still. He still 
doesn’t know.

Q: Did you make a decision about it?
RW: I definitely made the decision as to her 

guilt or innocence. I didn’t know when I first read 
the script whether she was guilty, but I made a 
decision in order to play her. I played her with 
that in mind, with my decision in mind.

Q: now that the film is out, can you say how 
you feel about the character?

RW: I’m afraid not—I can’t. I’ll take it to the 
grave. I’m so sorry.

Q: With Du Maurier, gender lines are broken 
and sexual orientation is played with. How 

does the cast deal with this?
RW: Well, it’s a great question. I mean, it’s 

there in the story and in the novel, obviously 
it’s a woman writing about a man in love with 
a woman. Apparently she was actually writing 
about Daphne’s obsession with her publisher’s 
wife. I don’t know much more about the story 
than that but it was her, she was actually in love 
with this Rachel figure, the writer. So that’s there 
in the history of the writing of the novel, which I 
think is an interesting biographical detail. 

But, yes, I mean she is playing with feminism 
and a woman living, feeling not guilty about 
having sexual pleasure, and not feeling like 
she needs to be married in order to have sexual 
pleasure or that being married would mean that 
she would be owned or possessed. She wants to 
be independent and free and carve out her own 
sense of self and her own sense of sexuality—
which is, I guess, for the 1850s, very radical and, 
unfortunately, may be still radical in some places.

Q: How did you maneuver in those big cos-
tumes?

RW: Well, wearing a corset, you can’t put it on 
yourself—someone has to lace you in. It takes 
time and, once you’re in it, you’re very restrained 
and it immediately makes you more formal, more 
poised. You feel less modern. I guess it’s kind of 
like a cage of femininity strapped on to you.

It’s quite intense, wearing a corset. You can’t 
breathe. I understand why women used to say, 
you can only shallow breathe. It’s a whole other 
feeling, than if I was in jeans and T-shirt. There’s 
a certain oppression of the time that is expressed 
through the clothes, I guess. Also beauty—
there’s great beauty in them as well.

Q: What was the most difficult scene to 
shoot?

RW: They were all difficult and all easy. There 
wasn’t one thing that was particularly, that 
stands out. I think all performances are challeng-
ing. They’re all a crapshoot; you don’t know if 
you’re going to pull it off. It doesn’t matter how 
many performances you’ve managed to do, some-
times I think the more experience you get, the 
more nervous you get. 

You just don’t know if you’re going to pull it 
off. It’s a scary endeavor. You have to jump off 
into the deep end.

Q: you were in the movie Bent in the past. 
any plans for more LGBT movies?

RW: Well, I just produced and starred in a film 
called Disobedience, which is an adaptation of a 
Naomi Alderman novel. It is a love story between 
two women. 

I just finished a film, 1708, which is also a 
love story about two women, and then turns out 
[there are] three women. 

Q: When does Disobedience come out?
RW: Disobedience is just in post-production 

right now. 
It’s a novel that I optioned and sought out the 

director and found the financing and we made it 
at the beginning of this year in London. It stars 
Rachel McAdams and Alessandro Nivola. It’s set in 
the Orthodox Jewish community of North London.

My Cousin Rachel currently is running at 
Landmark Century Centre Cinema, 2828 n. 
Clark St., among other theaters in Chicago.
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Oscar winner
Rachel Weisz: 
On new role, 
LGBT films

Rachel Weisz in My Cousin Rachel.
Photo from Fox Searchlight

https://www.ticketfly.com/purchase/event/1489877
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courtesy of PRIDEChicago
48th Annual Chicago Pride Parade

Sun., June 25
For changes or updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org • PrideChgo@aol.com • 773-348-8243

PARADE INFORMATION

DATE: Sunday, June 25
TIME: 12 Noon
STARTS at: Broadway & Montrose.

LINE UP: Broadway (both the east and the 
west curb lanes, from Montrose to Wilson); 
Montrose (both the north and south curb lanes 
from Broadway to Clark); Sunnyside Ave. 
from Broadway to N. Sheridan Road and North 
Sheridan Road, between Montrose and Wilson.

ROUTE: Step off from the Broadway/Montrose 
corner, proceeding south on Broadway; then 
south on Halsted; then east on Belmont; then 
south on Broadway; then east on Diversey to 
Cannon Drive.

CONTENT & DESCRIPTION: The parade 
will feature 150 registered entries, including 
floats, decorated vehicles, performance groups, a 
marching band and walking contingents.
 The entries represent community organizations, 
businesses, governmental officials and individual 
community members. Crowd estimates each year 
are in the hundreds of thousands. So the plans 
are to line the parade route with barricades on 
both sides of the street from beginning to the end 
of the parade route. Spectators will be required 
to remain behind the barricades. (Only parade 
registrants traveling down the middle of the 
street, police officers, other city officials, security 
staff, parade marshals and credentialed media 
reps will be allowed in the street). In recent years, 
the City of Chicago has required that several large 
city parades, including the Pride Parade, line 
their parade routes with barricades at our own 
expense. Police officers and parade marshals will 
be stationed at various points on the street in front 
of the barricades along the parade route.
Police officers will also be in the area surrounding 
the parade. In addition, PRIDEChicago (parade 
coordinators) are providing a security team 
to supplement the police presence along and 
surrounding the parade route.

$1000 FINE FOR PUBLIC ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION: The parade will have more 
security and a tighter rein on public alcohol 
consumption. In addition to the large number of 
police officers who staff the event, PRIDEChicago 
(parade coordinators) are providing a security 
team to supplement the police presence. Penalties 
include, but are not limited to, $1000+ tickets 
being issued and/or the immediate disposal of 
open containers of alcohol into trash receptacles.
 Public urination is also grounds to receive a 
ticket.

PARADE DAY HEALTH/SAFETY: Bring 
plenty of bottled water, sunscreen and a hat or 
other head covering, and dress lightly because 
parade day is usually hot and sunny.

STREET CLOSURES: (on parade day, 
Sunday, June 25) include:
—ASSEMBLY AREA: Tentative time: 10:30 
a.m.
—PARADE ROUTE: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels south 
down the route. The parade starts at 12 Noon at 
the Broadway/Montrose corner proceeding south 
on Broadway; then south on Halsted; then east on 
Belmont; then south on Broadway; then east on 
Diversey to Cannon Drive.

NO PARKING: Both the Assembly Area and 
Parade Route (listed above) will be posted with 
temporary signs indicating “NO PARKING ON 
SUNDAY JUNE 25, 2017, FROM 5:00 AM TO 
8:00 PM. - Both sides of the street.”
 For updates and corrections; http://www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org

—Montrose Ave. - Greenview Ave. to Hazel 
St.
—Broadway St. - Leland Ave. to Grace St.
—Sunnyside Ave. - Broadway to North 
Sheridan Rd.
—Halsted St. - Grace St. to to Belmont Ave.
—Belmont Ave. - Sheffield Ave. to Broadway
—Broadway - Belmont Ave. to Diversey Pkwy.
—Diversey Pkwy. - Broadway to Cannon Dr. 
(Sheridan)
—Cannon Dr. - Diversey Pkwy. to Fullerton 
Pkwy.
—Addison St. - 736 W. Addison St. to 
Sheffield Ave.
—Waveland Ave. - Halsted St. to Broadway
—Grace St. - Halsted St. to Fremont St.
—Clifton from Montrose Ave. to Sunnyside 
Ave.
—Wellington Ave. from Clark St. to Racine 
Ave.
—Sheridan Rd. from Montrose Ave. to Agatite 
St.
—East Side of Racine St. from Belmont Ave to 
Wellington Ave

ADDITIONAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS:
There will be additional parking restrictions on 
Sunnyside Ave between Broadway and North 
Sheridan Rd. also North Sheridan Rd. from 
Montrose to Agatite St.

TOWING: Begins at 5:00 a.m. Due to the 
volume of vehicles involved, the issuing of 
parking violation citations and towing will start 
at 5 a.m. - Promptly.

CROSS STREETS: Rolling closing times. 
Cross streets will close as the parade travels south 
down the route. After stepping off at 12 Noon, 
the parade will take approximately two and one-
half hours to finish crossing the Broadway and 
Montrose corner. After this time, the floats will 
still be winding their way to the end of the parade 
route at Diversey and Sheridan. This year there 
will NOT be a Buffer Zone on Halsted St. after 
the parade ends. Police will work to re-open the 
streets to vehicular traffic as soon as cleaning 
crews are finished and the streets will not remain 
open to foot traffic.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: From the Red 
Line: Wilson, Sheridan, Addison or Belmont all 
provide access via a short walk to the parade 
route.

PLEASE NOTE: The Belmont station (and 
the surrounding area) tends to become the most 
crowded, so you are encouraged to consider 
watching the parade from the other parts of the 
route, including areas toward the start of the 
route—such as Broadway, south of Montrose—
which are served by both the nearby Wilson and 
Sheridan stations on the Red Line. In addition, 
a number of lakefront bus routes including the 
146 and 151 provide convenient access from the 
north, the Gold Coast/North Michigan Avenue 
and downtown to areas east of the parade route.
 Extra service will be provided on the “L’ on 
parade day to accommodate the large numbers of 
people who attend the parade. Due to the increase 
of local traffic and a number of bus reroutes, 
potential parade spectators are advised to make 
use of the L or the various bus routes.

BUS REROUTES: For updates and corrections:
http://www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
8 Halsted, 22 Clark, 36 Broadway, 76 Diversey, 
77 Belmont, 78 Montrose, 151 Sheridan, 152 
Addison.
 Also see CTA web site or call them for updated 
information concerning the train and bus routes.
 CTA: 1-312-836-7000 www.transitchicago.
com
 Other information on public transportation: 
1-312-322-6900 www.metrarail.com
 From 8 a.m. until approximately 8 p.m., the 
following nine bus routes will be detoured as 
a result of several street closures: #8 Halsted, 
#22 Clark, #36 Broadway, #76 Diversey, #77 
Belmont, #78 Montrose, #80 Irving Park, #151 
Sheridan and #152 Addison.
 

PEDESTRIAN CROSS-OVER STREETS:
For updates and corrections http://www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
 There will be at least nine cross-over streets:

—Montrose Ave. at Broadway
—Irving Park Rd. at Broadway
—Grace St. at Halsted St.
—Addison St. at Halsted St.
—Roscoe St. at Halsted St.
—Wellington Ave. at Broadway
—Aldine Street at Halsted St.
—Cornelia Ave at Halsted St.
—Barry Ave. at Broadway

 At each corner of the streets listed above 
there will be police officers assigned to assist 
pedestrians to cross the parade route.

NEEDS AND SPECIAL NEEDS:
 1. Portable Restrooms - are stationed along 
both the parade line-up street and the parade 
route. Included at several locations are restrooms 
for the physically challenged.
 2. Physically Challenged Area/Wheel chair 
Accessible Area/Seniors - for people who need or 
want more space: the sidewalks of West Diversey 
Parkway (near 600 W. Diversey). Traditionally 
this area of the parade route has fewer spectators 
than other sections of the parade route. Spectators 
in these areas generally arrive there early on 
parade morning to secure their viewing spots. 
Included there are restrooms for the physically 
challenged.
 3. Seniors (outdoor) - The area mentioned 
above in #2 (600 W. Diversey sidewalks) is 
a designated OUTDOOR area for seniors. 
Spectators in this area generally arrive there early 
on parade morning to secure their viewing spots. 
Included there are restrooms for the physically 
challenged.
 4. Cooling Busses - For updates and corrections 
http://www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org
Diversey, west of Clark; Halsted, south of 
Belmont; Addison, west of Halsted; Belmont, 
east of Broadway; Wilton, north of Belmont; 
Buena, north of Belmont; Roscoe, east of Halsted
 5. Chicago Fire Department First Aid 
Stations:
901 W. Addison St.; 765 W. Roscoe St.; 3165 N. 
Halsted St.; 561 W. Surf St.; 802 W. Roscoe St.; 
803 W. Roscoe Street

http://www.chicagopridecalendar.org


By RoSS FoRMan

After 15 seasons, the Chicago Force football team 
is coming to an end, as team owner Linda Bache 
does not intend to sell the team.

She announced before the 2017 season that it 
would be the team’s last under her leadership. 
The team rolled out a 7-1 regular-season record 
and now has a second-round Women’s Football 
Alliance (WFA) game on Saturday, June 17, at 
Evanston Township High School. The Force play 
host to the Pittsburgh Passion, with kickoff set 
for 6 p.m.

The Force could play twice more if they defeat 
Pittsburgh.

Bache joined the Force as a player in its in-
augural 2003 season and was a defensive star 
for the first six years (2003-08). She became an 
owner at the end of her third season, in fall 2005.

“It’s been an interesting season thus far,” said 
Bache, whose 2017 Force defeated the defend-
ing champion DC Divas in the final minutes on 
the road in April. Chicago also this season lost 
a high-scoring, heartbreaking game to Boston in 
the final minutes.

“The regular season just flew by,” Bache said. 
“The pre-season drags because you’re limited 
while practicing indoors and you’re desperate to 
get outside and play on a full field. Then you 
get outside and you’re anxious for the games to 
start—you want to play against someone other 
than your teammates. Once the games start, the 
season goes at warp speed. I can’t believe it’s 
already the post-season.

“My emotions this season have been the same 
as every other—at full volume and strictly foot-
ball. I’m a screamer on the sidelines, so I express 
all of my emotions in the moment and immedi-
ate aftermath of the game. I have not felt or ex-
pressed much emotion in regard to this being the 
final year of the organization. I keep wondering 
if it’s going to hit me all at once after the final 
game.”

The Force final regular-season game was a 44-
20 win over St. Louis.

“My thoughts going into the playoffs vacillate 
wildly between expecting success and fearing 
failure,” she admitted. “I really can’t tell what’s 
going to happen with this team, [even though] 
we earned a first-round bye due to our number-

two ranking [nationally. Pittsburgh is] a really 
talented team and we’ll have to execute and play 
a complete game to beat them. If we do, we’d 
likely then head to Boston for the conference 
championship on July 8. Boston is a huge rival, 
and our games [against Boston] are very physical 
and often feature dramatic endings.

“Effort is the key. We have tons of potential, 
but what we really need is sustained effort. I’ll 
take effort over talent any day and I believe if we 
get full effort from the team in this playoff run, 
we will reach the championship.

“I’m feeling the excitement that comes with 
the high stakes of playoff games. ... Nothing 
matters but the game at hand, so the most pre-
pared and focused team generally advances.”

Chicago’s greatest glory came in 2013, when 
the team won the national championship, its 
lone title among three championship game tries.

“I had no doubt the entire season [in 2013] 
that it was our year,” Bache said. “In fact, the 
Windy City Times quoted me during the preseason 
that year when I guaranteed we’d win the cham-
pionship. I remember the players dousing head 
coach John Konecki from the sideline water cool-
er in the closing moments, then seeing quarter-
back Sami Grisafe charging off the field with her 
hands in the air as time expired. The postgame 
locker room celebration was insane.”

 
a winning tradition

Chicago is—based on its record—one of the 
best, most talented, most respected teams in 
women’s football history. Quarterback Sami Gri-
safe is a true superstar who’s led a host of talent-
ed players along for the ride, such as Jeannette 
Gray, Darcy Leslie, Dawn Pederson, Kim Marks, 
Jamie Menzyk and many others.

The Force cross into so many communities, cer-
tainly the LGBT line.

“Our organization has strived to make the 
game available to everyone,” Bache said. “[Due 
to] the [high] costs associated with equipment, 
travel and fields, there is a player fee, as is typi-
cal in semi-pro football and standard for all the 
women’s teams. Our fee is low compared to the 
top teams and what we provide, but it can still 
be an obstacle to someone who wants to play, 
but is struggling financially. In those situations 
we’ve been able to provide loaner equipment at 
no charge and assist the player with sponsorship 
funds.”

Bache said she has “no idea” what she’ll be 
doing next spring during the traditional women’s 
football season. But she’s excited about the pos-

sibilities.
“What I will miss most is the camaraderie with 

the staff and players. The absolute best part of 
all of this has been the people I’ve met and the 
friendships made. And I’ll miss watching players 
as they grow, both on and off the field.”

She won’t miss the administration of the team, 
the running of a business. It’s all-consuming, she 
said, “and continually puts you in a position of 
holding others accountable.”

“There is a social component to the team and 
I’m friends with a number of the players and 
staff. Most people don’t like being held account-
able and I don’t enjoy being the person who al-
ways has to do that, especially with friends,” she 
added.

The Force has certainly bonded friends. Bache, 
for instance, said the friends built on the field 
will be “lifetime” friends off.

In addition, the Force have certainly had a fi-
nancial impact on Bache.

“Someone recently asked me what I thought 
I’d put into the Force financially as an owner, as 
in, what it cost me in dollars to sustain this for 
the past 12 years,” she said. “I’ve certainly put in 
significant funds, and more importantly, and a lot 
of time and energy. But the truth is, as much as 
I’ve put into the Force [financially], I’ve gotten 
back so much more in return. ”

Bache and Yvette Holt became a couple dur-
ing her initial season with the Force. Holt is now 
the team’s DJ and produces team videos. And she 
now carries the “wife” label for Bache.

“She’s supported me and the team for its entire 
existence, so this will be a big change for her as 
well. I could not have done it for all these years 
without her assistance,” Bache said.

Head coach John Konecki has had an 85-per-
cent winning percentage in his 10 seasons, with 
eight division titles, three conference titles and 
a national championship. 

“John and I are very similar in our approach 
to the game, our pursuit of excellence and our 
unrelenting desire for success. I’m acutely aware 
that he is a primary reason that the organization 
has had such tremendous and sustained success. 
He’s been a partner in all this and I’m really going 
to miss doing this with him,” Bache said.

Bache wants just three more wins.
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Force ending with
run in playoffs

Linda Bache.
Photo from
the Chicago Force

Dan Savage in
Chicago June 15

Dan Savage returns to the Music Box The-
atre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., for a live tap-
ing of the Savage Lovecast on Thursday, June 
15, at 8 p.m.

There will be special guests, such as come-
dian Kristen Toomey.

Savage is an author, a sex-advice colum-
nist, a podcaster, a pundit, and a public 
speaker. “Savage Love,” Dan’s sex-advice 
column, first appeared in the The Stranger, 
Seattle’s alternative weekly, in 1991. The 
column is now syndicated to more than 50 
papers across the United States and Canada. 
Savage has published six books.

Tickets are $35 each; visit www.humpfilm-
fest.com/chicago.
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/*

a full scholarship for

codeplatoon

*/

if

{

 transgender

 veteran

 want a career in

 software development

}

/*

hurry up! applications

are due july 2017

*/

if (interested)
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 hit ‘apply’
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If you are transgender or GNC and not a veteran, 
please email training4trans@gmail.com to be put 
on a list for potential upcoming coding courses.

http://codeplatoon.org/
how-it-works/

tuition-funding/

Full scholarship
available for

transgender veterans
to learn coding

{
No experience
necessary{

Information about the
scholarship can be found at:

http://codeplatoon.org/how-it-works/tuition-funding/
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Chicago Pride Fest returns to Boystown Saturday, 
June 17 and Sunday, June 18, for another week-
end filled with sun, fun and world-class enter-
tainment.
 This year’s headliners are ‘80s pop diva Taylor 
Dayne and dance pioneer Kristine W.
 The festival takes place on North Halsted St. 
from Addison St. to Grace St. There will be a $10 
suggested donation.
 Pride Fest is produced by Northalsted Business 
Alliance. For more info, see https://www.northal-
sted.com/chicago-pride-fest/ .

Here is a full schedule of entertainment:
Saturday, June 17
north Stage
12:30 p.m.: Drag Show
2:30 p.m.: Thelma Houston
3:30 p.m.: Drag Show
5:30 p.m.: Vassy
6 p.m.: Drag Show
7:30 p.m.: David Hernandez
8:30 p.m.: Taylor Dayne
 
South Stage
1 p.m.: Gay Men’s Chorus
2 p.m.: Catfight
4 p.m.: One Night Band
6 p.m.: Girl Power Band
8 p.m.: Boy Band Review

Sunday, June 18
north Stage
Noon: Pet Parade
12:30 p.m.: Drag Show
2:30 p.m.: Carlito Olivero
3:30 p.m.: Drag Show
5:30 p.m.: Well-Strung
6:30 p.m.: Pride Talent Show
8 p.m.: Symon
8:30 p.m.: Kristine W.

South Stage
1 p.m.: Pet Parade
1:30p.m.: 2 the 9s
3:30 p.m.: Rod Tuffcurls & The Bench Press
6 p.m.: ABBA Salute
7:30 p.m.: 16 Candles

Chicago Pride Fest 2017:
Full entertainment schedule

Well-Strung.
Photo by Scott Henrichsen

Taylor Dayne 
performs Sat., 
June 17, at the 
north Stage.
PR photo

From Chicago Pride Fest 2016.
Photo by Jerry nunn

http://www.community.centeronhalsed.org/pridekickoff
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On June 9-11, the 52nd annual Andersonville Mid-
sommarfest was held in weather that had a heat 
index that climbed toward 90 degrees. 

The well-attended festival—which traditionally 
spans five blocks on North Clark Street—featured 
craft venders, live rock bands, DJs, drag acts, a glee 
crew, a jazz band and a wide array of food selections 
from local restaurants. One of the standout events 
was the Chicago Equality Rally (more info in this 
week’s issue on page 12).

Highlights of the festival included several ac-
robatic and glee performances from The Chicago 
Spirit Brigade, a well-received set by Heart cover 
band Little Queen, a quieter set from members of 
the Lakeside Pride Jazz Band, and a rowdy set from 
rock bands The Waco Brothers and The Right Now. 
The festival benefited the Andersonville Chamber of 
Commerce.

Photos and text by Vern Hester

Midsommarfest sizzles in June

http://www.leather64ten.com
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Windy City Times congratulates Sidetrack on 35 amazing years. Please enjoy this photo spread, which includes a few classic black-and-whites from Windy City Media Group archives, as well 
as a selection of photos of Sidetrack staff from the nightspots archive going back to 2005. Check out Windy City Times’ Facebook page this week for more staff photos.

Photos by Kirk williamson, anthony Meade, Jerry nunn, Dave ouano, Kat Fitzgerald and more

HAPPY 35TH ANNIVeRSARY, SIDeTRACK!

Sports page from the Sept. 7, 1983, issue of 
Gay Life, announcing Sidetrack as winner of 
that year’s Gay World Series.

Chuck Hyde, art Johnston and Pepe Pena at Sidetrack’s 14th 
anniversary party, 1996.

Sidetrack’s softball team, circa late 1980s.
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“I’m coming out...no, wait...I’m going into 
makeup.”—Kevin Spacey sings from Sunset Bou-
levard during his Tony Awards opening number. 
There were quite a few “coming out” jokes. P.S. 
He didn’t.

As cities around the country are poised to cel-
ebrate Gay Pride, Los Angeles eschewed the tra-
ditional parade to join in the nationwide Resist 
March. While I can appreciate the sentiment, why 
did this march have to start at 8 a.m.? Couldn’t 
I resist just as easily at noon? Perhaps it was 
a traffic issue, in which case might I suggest 
something more reasonable—like 5 a.m., when 
I’m just about to doze off. Given that this was 
inspired by the Women’s March, I suspect the 
early starting time was the work of some indus-
trious lesbians. I’m a proud gay man, but I must 
draw the line somewhere, and resisted getting up 
at such an ungodly hour. But I did manage to 
join the throng as it petered out. I even sponged 
down a few of the hotter resisters.

And now, a Billy Masters exclusive! As you 
know, I like to keep you abreast of fun things 
to do in Provincetown. Well, you should be there 
on August 21. Why? Because hunky Rick Murray 
tells me that the Crown and Anchor will be host-
ing a very special evening with two-time Oscar 
winner—drum roll, please—Sally Field! None 
of this has been officially announced, but keep 
checking OnlyAtTheCrown.com and grab your 
tickets FAST! And while you’re there, check out 
the rest of their summer line-up.

Picture it—Provincetown, 1986. While your be-
loved Billy is still in a Boston-area high school, a 
soon-to-be-legendary diva is making a splash at 
Pilgrim House in Ptown. That person was Jimmy 
James—renowned for his eerie Marilyn Monroe. 
It’s been a while, but he’s coming back ... and to 
the same venue. The Pilgrim House is now called 
Sage, but it takes more than a coat of paint to 
fool me! We’re told Jimmy will be performing all 
season (July 4th through Labor Day). I’m sure 
there will soon be more information on SageIn-
nPtown.com.

This column went out in the middle of the Tony 
Awards. The sight of andrew Rannells’ HD-en-
hanced basket reminded me how much my readers 
enjoy the theater—and all the charming people 
in it. With the success of Kinky Boots, Cyndi Lau-
per is ready to tackle her next show. And she’s 
certainly picked a doozy. Working Girl told the 
story of a young girl with big dreams and big hair 
trying to make it out of the secretarial pool and 
into corporate America. Since the movie came out 
in 1988—Cyndi’s heyday—it sounds like a match 
made in heaven.

Last week, Zac Efron was in the UK and ap-
peared on The Graham norton Show alongside 
Tom Cruise. (Side note: since when is Tom taking 
Brendan Fraser’s rejects?) After Zac orgasmically 
gushed over being in the presence of Mr. Cruise, 
Norton asked him about a certain photo where 
Efron appears shirtless (quelle surprise) and uses 
a parking meter as a stripper pole. Tom looked 

intrigued, too. When presented with an actual 
pole, Zac good-naturedly acquiesced and exhib-
ited a display of upper body strength rarely seen 
on TV—or on BillyMasters.com.

The Tonys may be history, but another awards 
show is coming back from the dead. The long-
dormant GayVNs are back! These awards were 
given out as part of the popular Adult Video 
News Awards. Eventually, the GayVNs got their 
own show, and what a show it was. They were the 
premier gay-porn awards, sporting not only the 
top (and bottom) names in gay porn, but also 
people like Kathy Griffin, Bruce Vilanch, Marga-
ret Cho and even moi. The last show took place 
eight years ago, but AVN is saying it will return 
next January in Las Vegas.

Speaking of gay porn, a legendary star is off 
the market. According to Instagram (which is 
the gay-porn equivalent of the Associated Press), 
Brent Corrigan is engaged. Once again, I feel 
like I’ve reported this story before. And yet, the 
person he’s engaged to is a name I know I’ve 
never typed—JJ Knight. One gay-porn website 
called them “two of the biggest gay porn stars 
in the industry”—so there! JJ posted a photo of 
them together saying, “It’s true we don’t have 
it as easy as ordinary couples. But I can prom-
ise you that this is no ordinary love!! (He is the 
man of my dreams and I am proud to call him 
my fiancé!)” You can tell it’s the real thing. At 
the HustlaBall in Las Vegas earlier this year, JJ 
had sex with Brent in public. Awww, it’s almost 
like Pretty Woman—but without the thigh-high 
boots! Of course, you can watch the video on our 
website. Of course, we wish them the best.

Our “Ask Billy” question required a bit of re-
search. George in Fort Lauderdale writes, “Do you 
remember Jon Fleming? He appeared on an epi-
sode of Will & Grace as a really hot shirtless guy 
in Jack’s acting class. There is a gay-porn video 
circulating and people say it’s him. Is it?”

Many of my readers will remember Fleming 
from Dante’s Cove, where he replaced original 
cast member Stephen amell. He also turned up 
on CSI: NY, Medium and other shows—usually as 
corpse number two! The porn video was alleg-
edly filmed March 5. The guy calls himself “Luke” 
and claims to be 27 years old—those were 27 

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Zac Efron (right, with Dwayne Johnson) put 
on an amazing physical display recently, Billy 
says.
Photo from Instagram

hard years! Fleming, on the other hand, is 36—
and for that age, he looks OK. “Luke” says he’s 
six feet tall, as is Fleming. With the stats out of 
the way, I did more research. Turns out, I wrote 
about him in 2011 when he played a male strip-
per on Femme Fatales. It’s not a HUGE leap from 
full-frontal on Cinemax to gay porn. Except this 
time, his full-frontal has been fully fluffed—and 
there’s a whole lot more of him to see now on 
BillyMasters.com.

When CSI could stand for “Cock Scene Inves-
tigation,” it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. Here’s a Tony Award question—was I 
the only one rooting for Patti LuPone to win? 
Sure, she didn’t have a chance opposite Bette 
Midler, but how delicious it would have been 
to see Patti accept an award from Glenn Close! 
Moving along, be sure to check out BillyMasters.
com—the site where no bulge goes unturned. If 
you have a question for me, send it to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before Bette finishes her acceptance speech! 
Until next time, remember: One man’s filth is an-
other man’s bible.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

REAL ESTATE
APARTMENT FOR RENT 
HUGE FoUR BEDRooM 2Ba RoGERS PaRK. 2,300 sqft.
New windows, new hardwood floors, ceiling fans, 
FREE gas, free parking, heated, free laundry. Air-
conditioned, Near shopping, excellent transportation. 
$1850. available July 1. 773-407-5711. irvingchi-
cago@gmail.com (6/14/17-2)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTnUT CLEaninG SERViCES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
aRE yoU GoinG THRoUGH a DiFFiCULT TiME? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.D., LCPC. northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com / 
www.BlandTherapy.com (9/28/17-52)

HELP WANTED
CaREGiVER/DRiVER Caregiver Needed to care for el-
derly woman and my little kid 2 years old. Weekly 
wage of $600. Must be able to drive and also be 
compassionate. Please text or call for more details. 
(619) 535-9954  (6/28/17-3)

EnTREPREnEURiaL SPiRiTS WanTED. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(6/28/17-4) 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MaKE yoUR DECK LooK FaBULoUS! Get on our sched-
ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
FiRST-CLaSS aSian MaLE MaSSEUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (6/21/17-13)

SKIN CARE INSTITUTE

CLASSIFIEDS

Become an Esthetician!

(847) 329-9174
www.estelle.edu

Scholarships Available
for up to $1,000

* = Federal Financial Aid available only to those who qualify. Limited number of scholarships available to 
out-of-pocket students. Restrictions may apply.

Gainful Employment Disclosures available at http://www.estelle.edu/admissions/disclosures/

Financial Aid Available* • Nationally Accredited

By anDREW DaViS

Well, it’s about as close to Greece that one can 
get without a passport. Athena (212 S. Halsted 
St.; AthenaRestaurantChicago.com) promises an 
authentic Greek—and has still managed to pro-
vide it for two decades. (Interestingly, there’s 
nothing planned to mark the spot’s 20th anni-
versary—a milestone that might have more than 
one restaurant offering all types of specials.)
 One of the items that helps contribute to the 
air of authenicity is an outdoor area with a re-
tractable roof (making Athena a “convertible 
Greek restaurant,” according to manager Jimmy); 
coupled with tables topped with blue-and-white 
umbrellas and even a waterfall, I felt like I was 
relaxing on a Greek isle.
 Of course, the cuisine helped contribute to the 
Greek experience as well. (By the way, the next 
time you’re there, take a look at the forks; al-

though they have four tines each, they’re shaped 
like Greek tridents.) 
 With seafood served in abundance in the ac-
tual Greece, it shouldn’t be surprising that it’s 
a staple of Athena’s menu as well. The octopus 
appetizer (marinated in olive oil and vinegar 
with chopped carrot and celery) was pretty tasty, 
while the seafood kabob (salmon, swordfish and 
shrimp broiled on a skewer with tomatos, onions 
and green peppers) was cooked pretty solidly, 
although my dining companion had wished the 
salmon had looked a little more done.
 However, Athena offers more—much more. The 
char-broiled Greek pork sausage, or loukaniko, 
was one of my favorite dishes—but it was topped 
by the Athenian chicken, one of the restaurant’s 
most popular dishes. The chicken, also char-
broiled, comes with lemon and oregano; it really 
is a heavenly dish. Of course, no Greek meal is 
complete without saganaki, the goat-cheese dish 
that’s breaded in flour and usually served flaming 
in brandy. (We got the tasty  cheese, but no flame 
is allowed outside, as there was apparently an 
incident some years ago.)
 So even if you can’t afford to go to Greece (in 
terms of finances or time), visit Athena. The spot 
is a vacation in itself.
 note: Restaurant/bar profiles are based on 
invitations arranged from restaurants and/or 
firms.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in

WINDY CITY TIMES

SAVOR 
Athena

Loukaniko at athena.
Photo by ed negron
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

Professional Condo/Coop 
Property Management at an 
Affordable Rate

Dedicated to Achieving
100% Customer Satisfaction

Kane Property
Management Corp.

773-472-2300
www.KaneManagement.com

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Pre-Marital Agreements  • 

LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts • Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, Ill., 60302
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com
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Wed., June 14 
City of Chicago Salute to LGBT Veterans 

Each year, the City of Chicago, LGBT vet-
erans and friends participate in a cer-
emony and wreath-laying to honor the 
military service of LGBT veterans. The 
speaker is Emily Siefken, a 10 year U.S. 
Navy veteran of two wars in the Middle 
East, where she was a CCTV/documen-
tary filmmaker working with Explosives 
Ordinance teams in Kuwait, Iraq, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Yemen and Dubai. Questions to 
Jamesdarby@aol.com  12:00pm   Daley 
Plaza, Chicago  http://averchicago.
org/.

Beds double bill includes Jerker and 
Two Boys in Bed on a Cold Winter’s 
night Jerker follows the relationship 
that develops between a veteran and a 
businessman in the beginning years of 
the AIDS epidemic in the early 1980s. 
Two Boys in Bed on a Cold Winter’s Night 
is about two gay men who have just fin-
ished their sexual tryst after meeting 
earlier that night in a Manhattan bar. 
Through June 16. $30 VIP, $25 general   
7:30pm   The Buena at Pride Arts Cen-
ter, 4147 N. Broadway  800-737-0984  
http://www.prideartscenter.com  Tick-
ets: http://tinyurl.com/y9l8vsl9

you’re Being Ridiculous Pride Series 
Real people tell true stories about their 
lives. Tickets $20.  8:00pm   Steppen-
wolf  1650 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.steppenwolf.org/tickets-
-events/seasons/2016-17/youre-being-
ridiculous-pride/

Drag Party Party Sketch, drag, improv 
variety show featuring up and coming 
drag queens, kings and bio queens lip-
synching and acting their little baby 
hearts out. It’s truly a party with Celeste 
Izmore, Aunty Chan, Anita Cannoli, Jus-
tin Side and Pam Who? Wednesdays 
through June 28. $10  9:30pm   Annoy-
ance Theatre  851 W Belmont Chicago  
773.697.9693  http://www.theannoy-
ance.com 

Thursday, June 15
Sidetrack anniversary Party - 35 years 

of Pride Camp Sidetrack Jamboree 
with low-priced drinks, lite bites and 
a chance to win cool prizes with Dixie 
Lynn Cartwright. Supporting the Heart-
land Alliance: Please bring a new per-
sonal grooming or cleaning product or 
make a donation at the door.  6:00pm   
Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chicago  
http://www.sidetrackchicago.com/

She100 Quarterly Presentation Meet-
ing/Social LGBTQ Women’s Giving Circle 
invites members to nominate for dona-
tions causes and organizations they are 
passionate about and present to the 
group.  5:30pm - 7:30pm   TBA  http://

she100.org/
Urban Queer Women of Color: Short 

Film Series CATFISHIN - A Film by Co-
quie Hughes. A 30-minute dark comedy 
about a trans-man who is only inter-
ested in dating straight women but runs 
into issues because he’s not considered 
a real man due to his genetic “female” 
body parts. PRICE $20  6:30pm - 9:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chi-
cago  http://www.centeronhalsted.org/
newevents-details.cfm?ID=14380  Tick-
ets: http://community.centeronhalsted.
org/UrbanQueerWomen

The Legendary Children Unique and pow-
erfully queer, featuring up and coming 
queers: Elle Walker, Hannah Viti, Walter 
Santiago, LezBe, Siichele & Riley Konor. 
Shows by Yung Assata, Melissa, Bambi 
Banks, and Aunty Chan! DJs Miss Twink 
USA & Madeline. RSVP online for reduced 
cover.  10:00pm   Berlin Nightclub  954 
W Belmont Ave Chicago  http://do312.
com/events/2017/6/15/the-legendary-
children

Friday, June 16
Pride & Joy Reception at the Center on 

Halsted Friends of the Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame will host the 24th An-
nual Pride & Joy. $20 ticket price in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres, 2 drink tickets, 
and featured entertainment.   6:00pm 
- 8:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  Tickets: http://tinyurl.
com/p3njdla

naked Boys Singing A little song, a little 
dance, a little time without your pants. 
Eclectic Full Contact Theatre. Through 
July 2. Sunday matinees.  8:00pm   The-
ater Wit  1229 W Belmont Ave. Chicago  
http://www.eclectic-theatre.com

Billie Jean King Advocate/sports icon 
Billie Jean King will deliver this year’s 
commencement address at Northwestern 
University  9:30pm   Ryan Field on the 

Evanston campus
Back Lot Bash 2017 Whitney Mixter 

hosts Girls’ Night Out. Tickets $15 at the 
door.  10:00pm   Lark Lounge, 3441 N. 
Halsted, Chicago  http://www.backlot-
bashchicago.com

Saturday, June 17 
Chicago Pride Fest Two-day street fes-

tival by Northalsted Business Alliance. 
Drag shows, Gay Men’s Chorus and 
iconic pet parade. Pride pageant. Taylor 
Dayne, Vassy, David Hernandez, Thelma 
Houston. $10 suggested donation.  
Concludes June 18. 11:00am - 10:00pm   
Halsted from 3200 N. Halsted to Grace  
http://www.northalsted.com/events/
chicago-pride-fest/

Pride in the Sky Enjoy the view and step 
inside for a buffet brunch with bottom-
less Mimosas and Bloody Marys. Hosted 
by the Heartland Alliance Associate 
Board to benefit HIV services and low-
income people living with HIV/AIDS.   
11:00am - 2:00pm   Estate Ultra Bar, 
Yacht Club’s outdoor space on the river

Chicago Redstars Pride Game Chicago vs 
Washington. Performance by Lakeside 
Pride Marching Band.  3:00pm   Toyota 
Park  7000 S Harlem Ave Bridgeview, 
IL 60455  http://chicagoredstars.com/
was_0617/

The Force’s final home game Playoffs, 
round two vs Pittsburgh Passion. The 
Force, women’s tackle football, rooted 
in the LGBT community.  6:00pm   Evan-
ston High School, 2285 Church St., 
Evanston  http://chicagoforcefootball.
com/

Howard Brown Back2Basics Ballroom 
Competition Legends, statement 
and stars. Zoliy Miyake-Mugler pres-
ents. Over $4000 in cash prizes. See 
categories online.   3:30pm   2110 
S. Wabash Ave.,  http://howard-
brown.org/wp/event/back-2-ba-
sics-ball-edition-hollywood/?utm_
s o u r c e = G e n e r a l + N e w s & u t m _
c ampa ig n=de c 662798 c - EMA I L _
C A M PA IG N _ 2 0 1 7 _ 0 5 _ 2 6 & u t m _
medium=email&utm_term=0_caab-
f9aaaf-dec662798c-150495961

artemis Singers Family of Friends con-
cert Chicago’s lesbian feminist chorus, 
will celebrate Pride month with a special 
concert and dance. Concert and dance 
are both accessible.. Free street park-
ing. $15 advance; $20 at door.  7:00pm   
First Unitarian Church of Chicago  5650 
S. Woodlawn Ave. Chicago  http://fam-
ily-of-friends.brownpapertickets.com/ 

you’re Being Ridiculous: Pride LGBTQia 
Storytelling Show! Doors open at 7 
p.m. Show starts at 7:30 p.m. The event 
is BYOB with a $10 suggested cash do-
nation.  7:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://yourebeingridiculous.com

2017 Spring Queer Bits Film Festival 
Hosted by Pride Films and Plays, a fun 
night of socializing and queer repre-
sentation in film! From comedies to 
documentaries, we will be screening 11 

amazing short films all centered around 
LGBTQ+ issues and characters. Buy tick-
ets in advance at the link.  7:30pm   
Pride Arts Center, 4139 N Broadway, 
Chicago,  http://pridefilmsandplays.
com/tickets/ 

Windy City Gay Chorus and Windy City 
Treble Quire present Pulse Variety of 
musical styles including classical, pop, 
contemporary, Broadway, and world mu-
sic featuring composers from Brahms to 
Gershwin. Portion of proceeds to assist 
those affected by the Pulse Nightclub 
tragedy. First performance 5 pm. General 
admission $20 online. Reserved seating 
$35 online.  8:00pm   Chicago Temple 
Building  77 W. Washington St. Chica-
go  http://WindyCitySings.org  Tickets: 
http://wcpapulse.bpt.me

Sunday, June 18 
PFLaG DuPage Guest speaker Katie 

Slivovsky of the Chicago Children’s Mu-
seum. PFLAG DuPage meets the third 
Sunday of each month   2:00pm   St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 515 S. Wheaton 
Ave., Wheaton  http://www.pflagdu-
page.org

angels in america: Part one, Millenni-
um approaches Join ACLU for an eve-
ning of celebrating theater and political 
voice.  6:00pm   Victory Gardens Theater  
2433 N Lincoln Ave Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.aclu-il.org/?p=25941

Monday, June 19 
TPan Ribbon-cutting and open house 

for newly opened location.  5:00pm - 
7:30pm   Test Positive Aware Network 
(TPAN)  5537 N Broadway, Chicago  
http://www.tpan.com

Queer Film Society: Celebrate Queer 
Pride Worldwide Tchindas (2015): A 
loving portrait of a tiny island commu-
nity preparing for their annual Carnival 
celebration under the direction of a be-
loved trans performer and her cohorts. 
Part of free film series on LGBTQ people 
globally. Four free screenings at various 
branches of the Chicago Public Library. 

Doors 5pm  6:00pm   Bezazian Public 
Library, 1226 W. Ainslie  http://www.
tchindas.com/

Roxane Gay discusses her new book Hun-
ger Writer on food and body, using her 
own emotional and psychological strug-
gles as a means of exploring our shared 
anxieties over pleasure, consumption, 
appearance, and health. Part of Chicago 
Humanities Festival. $15  7:00pm - 
8:00pm   Francis W. Parker School, 2233 
N Clark St., Chicago  Tickets: http://
tickets.chicagohumanities.org/shows/
roxane%20gay-%20hunger/info

Tuesday, June 20 
Field Museum Pride event on science of 

sex The Field Museum’s LGBTQ affinity 
group Outfielders will host its second 
annual Out in the Field: Slushies and 
Science with Field Museum scientists 
doing show-and-tells about some of 
nature’s most unusual sexual behavior, 
including fishes that switch from male 
to female, mushroom sex, and more.  
6:00pm - 8:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N 
Halsted St Chicago  http://fieldmuseum.
org

Wed., June 21 
30 Under 30 awards Each year Windy 

City Times honors 30 outstanding LGBT 
individuals ( and allies ) for substantial 
contributions to the Chicagoland LGBT 
community in the fields of entertain-
ment, politics, health, activism, aca-
demics, sports or other areas. 7:00pm   
Polo Cafe, 3322 South Morgan St., Chi-
cago  

2nd annual Transgender Community 
ice Cream Social Center on Halsted & 
Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams are Proud 
Co-Sponsors. Socialize on Center on 
Halsted’s beautiful rooftop deck. Take in 
a wonderful view of the city, celebrate 
Pride Month, meet new friends, and en-
joy complimentary Jeni’s Splendid Ice 
Cream. Free event.   5:30pm - 8:30pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St., 
Chicago  http://www.centeronhalsted.
org/newevents-details.cfm?ID=14280 

activism Series: Project Fierce Project 
Fierce Chicago is a grassroots collective 
of radical social workers, youth advo-
cates and other community members 
who are working together to establish 
community-driven, identity-affirming 
housing in Chicago. Project Fierce’s mis-
sion is to reduce LGBTQ youth home-
lessness in Chicago by providing tran-
sitional housing and support services to 
LGBTQ-identified young adults.   7:00pm 
- 8:30pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com/
event/activism-series-project-fierce 

you’re Being Ridiculous Pride Series 
Real people tell true stories about their 
lives. Tickets $20.  8:00pm   Steppen-
wolf  1650 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.steppenwolf.org/tickets-
-events/seasons/2016-17/youre-being-
ridiculous-pride/

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

KING FOR A DAY

Tennis icon Billie 
Jean King will speak at 

northwestern University’s 
commencement.

PR photo

Friday, June 16

JOYFUL NOISE

Friends of Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame host the 24th 

annual Pride & Joy reception 
at Center on Halsted.

Photo of Moose the DJ from 2013 
Pride & Joy by tracy baim

Friday, June 16
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GET READY FOR SUMMER!

Discover what others know ...Mention 
WINDY CITY TIMES 

for 
FREE

CONSULTATION
through June 2017

Award-Winning Plastic Surgery

DR. DAVID SHIFRIN
Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

CHICAGO • 312.590.3572
680 N. Lake Shore Dr., #1425

www.davidshifrinmd.com

Member

DR. SHEILA SHIFRIN, DO
Board-Certified Oculoplastic Surgeon 

Specialist in Eyelid, Midface and Brow Rejuvenation with Surgery, Botox and Fillers
CHICAGO • 312.590.3572 • 680 N. Lake Shore Dr., #1425 • www.chicagoeyelid.com

All injections performed by a board-certified surgeon

Botox $16 per unit
Dermal Fillers
$800 syringe

now through June 30, 2017

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com
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FIELDS GLENVIEW

FIELDS GLENVIEW
2800 Patriot Blvd., Glenview  ·  847.446.5100  ·  fieldscjd.com

Sales: 877-399-4755  ·  Service/Parts: 866-456-5207  ·  Hours: Mon - Thurs: 9am-9pm · Fri: 9am-8pm · Sat: 9am-6pm

EMPLOYEE PRICING AVAILABLE ON  
MOST NEW VEHICLES IN STOCK!

LEASE PULL AHEAD PROGRAM
✓ Take You Out Of Your Lease Early
✓ Escape High Mileage Penalty
✓ Get a New Vehicle
✓ Lower Your  Current Payment

2017 RAM 1500
4X4 CREW CAB BIG HORN

LEASE 
FOR  $270 PER MONTH  

FOR 36 MONTHS
$2,999 cash due at delivery. Plus, tax and all applicable fees. 10,000 miles 
per year. For well qualified lessees. Not all will qualify. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear and mileage. Additional per mile charge over 10,000 miles. 
MSRP $47,300.00

2017 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO 4X4

LEASE 
FOR  $276 PER MONTH  

FOR 36 MONTHS
$2,999 cash due at delivery. Plus, tax and all applicable fees. 10,000 miles 
per year. For well qualified lessees. Not all will qualify. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear and mileage. Additional per mile charge over 10,000 miles. 
MSRP $33,790.00

2017 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
LX

LEASE 
FOR  $288 PER MONTH  

FOR 36 MONTHS
$2,999 cash due at delivery. Plus, tax and all applicable fees. 10,000 miles 
per year. For well qualified lessees. Not all will qualify. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear and mileage. Additional per mile charge over 10,000 miles. 
MSRP $30,760.00

2017 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SPORT 4X4 AUTOMATIC

LEASE 
FOR  $199 PER MONTH  

FOR 39 MONTHS
$3,999 cash due at delivery. Plus, tax and all applicable fees. 10,000 miles 
per year. For well qualified lessees. Not all will qualify. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear and mileage. Additional per mile charge over 10,000 miles. 
MSRP $32,275.00

2017 ALL-NEW JEEP COMPASS
LATITUDE

LEASE 
FOR  $194 PER MONTH  

FOR 36 MONTHS
$2,999 cash due at delivery. Plus, tax and all applicable fees. 10,000 miles 
per year. For well qualified lessees. Not all will qualify. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear and mileage. Additional per mile charge over 10,000 miles. 
MSRP $26,585.00

Thanks for Making Fields Auto Group the  
#1 Auto Dealership on North Shore!

http://www.fieldscjd.com



