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“People invent categories in order to feel safe.  White people invented 
black people to give white people identity...Straight cats invented 
faggots so they can sleep with them without becoming faggots them-
selves.” — James Baldwin & Nikki Giovanni, A Dialogue (1973) 
 To understand what is missing from Raoul Peck’s documentary I 
Am Not Your Negro, and how James Baldwin has been received and, 
too often, misconceived on the American literary landscape and in 
our cultural imagination, one must talk about men and sex, about 
faggots and shame.  
 This essay is about my great appreciation for the Black gay Ameri-
can writer named James Arthur Baldwin, his journey from America 
to France, his testimony, his brilliance, and his swashbuckling brav-
ery which spellbound a nation, and which demanded and continues 
to demand that we face the truth about who we were, who we are.  
 Hundreds of pages written about him would still only scratch the 
surface, and I know whatever I’ve written here will be incomplete. 
But I want to contribute to the conversation that has been revived 
about his life and work at this time, to share my perceptions on my 
extraordinary Black gay brother—and testify to what I see when I 
look out my window, (what James called “the view from here”), on 
American men, masculinity, sexuality and race.    
 This essay is also about my appreciation for, and great reserva-
tions about I Am Not Your Negro, which I admire, but which I also 
find at times disappointing and exasperating; and which I believe 
must be examined for its participation in the same macho hypocrisy 
and homosexual denial that Baldwin spent much of his life trying to 
deconstruct.  
 When one considers Baldwin’s work, it is remarkable that a Black 
writer from Harlem, nominated for the National Book Award, fol-
lowed up his first novel with a second one about a “straight” white 
American man in Paris who falls in love with an Italian man, who 
is gay and once married himself, a novel called Giovanni’s Room, 
published in 1956.
 Baldwin’s American publishers rejected it, told him to burn the 
book, but he refused and published it in England. I am stunned by 
the amount of courage it must have taken, the self-knowledge and 
confidence that James must have had to insist on this, to trust his 
vision. That he could not be shamed or bullied into not publishing 
Giovanni’s Room is essential to the Baldwin legend and legacy.  
 “They told me ‘you can’t afford to alienate the audience,’” Baldwin 
told Quincy Troupe in his final 1987 interview. “I told them fuck 
you.” What it tells us is that just as he had to write Go Tell It On The 
Mountain about his experience as a Black boy growing up in Harlem 
and the Black church, Giovanni’s Room was a story he had to tell 
also, about his experience as a gay man. There was no compromise.  
 If you’ve read him, then you know that there were a few things 
in the world that frightened James Baldwin, but a conversation 
on race and sexuality wasn’t one of the them.  He understood, as 
exemplified by the opening quotation, the relationship between the 
“nigger” and the “faggot,” cultural creations, societal demons; and 
who better to understand it than the man who wakes up one morn-
ing to find that he is both.  
 James was fearless in this aspect, perhaps even more so towards 
the end of his life, understanding what silence does to the spiritual 
body. His final novel, Just Above My Head, appreciates the con-
nection between lying about homosexuality and lying about family 

sexual abuse and rape, how they rend the fabric of the biologi-
cal family, the church family, of society.  James Baldwin, our elder 
brother, looking after his flock and “raising us,” demanded that we 
be better because he loved us, he loved us.  
 What made him so brave was not necessarily his orientation or 
how he named it, but his refusal to ignore the sexual question and 
his understanding that examining it was integral to the healing 
of racism in America. What James appreciated, perhaps above all, 
and from a very young age, was the importance of family.  And he 
knew that anything that tears apart the family will eventually bring 
down the house.  For the white homosexual activist who wants to 
end sexual inequality, the conversation has to include race.  For 
the Black revolutionary who wants an end to racism, fear of homo-
sexuality has to be faced. True liberation cannot be achieved until 
homophobia, racism and sexism are challenged and eradicated from 
our community. 
 This is part of the triumph of I Am Not Your Negro and part of its 
disgrace; while it deconstructs the American sexual fear, for exam-
ple, that refused to acknowledge Sidney Poitier and Harry Belafonte 
as sex symbols, the film also refuses to deal with the sexuality of 

his subject, or that Baldwin is indeed a “sexual” icon of a different 
kind.  The man who spent his life demanding we tell the truth to 
each other and to ourselves deserves, at least in his own movie, to 
have the truth told about him.   
 Which is why this essay exists:  I’m tired, frankly, of hearing 
people I respect saying that it doesn’t matter who James Baldwin 
slept with, that wasn’t the point.  And in their insistence that Bald-
win’s “gayness” is only a matter of his sexual experiences, meaning 
something to be footnoted, kept in the dark and private, they refuse 
to acknowledge that a Black American gay aesthetic exists, that 
James’s homosexuality is also to be found in the inflections, the 
mannerisms, the approach, the humor, the sarcasm, the sass, the 
theatricality, the heroism.  And it’s not just to be found in the “gay” 
books, either: The Fire Next Time was written by the same queer man 
who gave us Giovanni’s Room.  
 James Baldwin, coat on his shoulders, sunglasses, lit cigarette in 
one hand, fabulous and fabulously articulate, stands beside Martin 
Luther King, Malcolm X and Medgar Evers, brilliant men all, activists 
who responded with clarity and courage to a sick, unjust world.  But 
we need to know what made James special, how like these men he 
was, and at the same time, why he was different.  Some Black activ-
ists and white politicians and—it was rumored—even the Kennedy 

brothers, referred to him behind his back as “Martin Luther Queen.”  
It is almost inconceivable that homophobia kept one of the lead-
ing proponents on race relations in America from speaking at the 
March on Washington in 1963, the same year The Fire Next Time was 
published. We need to appreciate what it meant for Baldwin to take 
on the mantle of speaking truthfully about the subjects of sexuality 
and race to a country in denial about both, and what it meant for 
him to keep witnessing anyway when people turned on him later, 
humiliated him and denigrated his work and his contribution, or 
when his later testimonials were considered by some in the ’70s and 
’80s to be passé. We abandoned him, but he never abandoned us. 
 What is ultimately at stake is this: If you can acknowledge James 
Baldwin fully for what he was, then your admiration of him may 
lead you to a place of compassion and understanding for what you 
have been taught to fear in your own life.  And ultimately this may 
save your life, or someone else’s.  It’s not very complicated—if you 
admire Baldwin for the entirety of who he was, you may embrace 
your gay son, your lesbian daughter, rather than try and destroy 
them.  You may come out of the closet with pride as bisexual, rather 
than destroy yourself.  If you can admit how much you’ve valued 
Baldwin’s work and relied on him, as you’ve relied on King and Mal-
colm X, then you can admit that the Black homosexual has a place 
beside you in the church pew and in the pulpit; not locked outside 
the church doors.  
 But what seems to be happening with the lives of too many Black 
artists and political figures, and what I have witnessed with Bald-
win’s legacy, is that people are allowed to pick and choose their 
Baldwin, like toppings at a salad bar —your Baldwin, her Baldwin, 
my Baldwin.  And what you don’t like, what you can’t integrate be-
cause of your own sexual fears and agendas, you simply throw out 
because you don’t accept it. And a movie like I Am Not Your Negro, 
which is complicit in compartmentalizing its subject, lets you get 
away with it.   
 Now, you can’t get away with it if you read the literature itself.  
And you sure ain’t getting away with it if you read Another Country, 
Giovanni’s Room or Just Above My Head.  If you read enough of 
Baldwin, not the writer and activist, but the spiritual teacher, if you 
“hear” enough of his sermons—and they are all sermons—then you 
will see the connection between the master beating the Black slave, 
and you coming home and beating your gay child.  That’s the harder 
conversation.  This is why some people only want The Fire Next Time 
Baldwin, as if James Baldwin wrote only one book.  Baldwin’s work 
is used to further Black, radical consciousness, which is exactly as 
it should be used. But for too many of us, Black and white, the 
conversation on race and sexuality ends where it often needs to go 
much further.
 I Am Not Your Negro is right in its basic premise: we need James 
Baldwin now more than ever. HIs work is the way out, the way 
through, the place that connects the white man, the Black man, the 
Black woman, the white woman, the homosexual, the transgender 
woman, the Black church, the American sexual dilemma, the Ameri-
can family.  I have a great admiration for his novel Another Country 
because it masterfully encapsulates all Baldwin’s themes and is one 
of the greatest demonstrations in all his fiction of his desire to 
encourage dialogue across the lines of sexual orientation, gender, 
class and race—the perfect embodiment of his “welcome table.” 
 By telling us the truth about his own experience again and again, 
Baldwin invites us to tell the truth about our own.  He presents us 
with the ultimate challenge and opportunity at his welcome table 
to meet each other, perhaps for the first time.  It’s all there in his 
writings. But it’s not enough, nor has it ever been, just to look.  If 
you’re reading James Baldwin you have to see.  And if you truly are 
willing to see, then you will hear the great question that resounds 
through all his work: Can I get a witness? 
 Excerpted from the essay “Faggot as Footnote: On James 
Baldwin, I Am Not Your Negro, Can I Get A Witness, and Moon-
light”).

GUEST
COLUMN

BY MAx S. GOrdON 

On I Am Not Your Negro

Max S. Gordon is a writer and performer. His work has appeared at The New Civil rights Movement, opendemocracy, democratic Underground, Truthout, Z Magazine and Gay Times. His published essays include 
“Bill Cosby, Himself: Fame, Narcissism and Sexual Violence”; “The Cult of Whiteness: On donald Trump, #OscarsSoWhite and the end of America”; and “Be Glad That You are Free: On Nina, Miles Ahead, Lemonade, 
Lauryn Hill and Prince.”
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BY CArrIE MAxWELL

The groundswell of support for suspended Sauce-
do special education teacher Sarah Chambers has 
grown both locally and online since the April 18 
rally that called for her reinstatement (she was 
suspended April 6) at the school. In addition 
to the 100 people who attended the rally, the 
#LetSarahTeach hashtag reached over 3.1 million 
people on Twitter that day.

Chambers’ supporters also held a Twitter storm 
with the #LetSarahTeach hashtag on May 8 at 
4-7 p.m. According to Twitter’s trending topic 
listings, the #LetSarahTeach hashtag was a top 
trending topic in Chicago for the entire three 
hours.

In addition to this media outreach, a number 
of Chambers’ special education and GSA students 
also spoke out at last month’s Chicago Public 
Schools (CPS) board meeting in support of her 
reinstatement.

  “About a month after I came out to my admin-
istration, my assistant principal canceled the Gay 
Straight Alliance (GSA) where I served as the fac-
ulty advisor,” said Chambers. “The students were 
very upset, since the GSA is really like a family 
in our school. For some students, it was the only 
space where they felt safe. I believe that it sends 
a bad message to our LGBTQIA students when 
they see the only open LGBTQIA teacher being 
targeted for firing. Students should be proud to 
come out, not scared.

“I’m lucky to have people from all over the 
country and world supporting me,” said Cham-
bers. “I have received letters of support, demand-
ing my reinstatement, from teachers in Japan, 
Brazil, Puerto Rico among other locales. A num-
ber of community, parent and LGBTQIA organi-
zations have written me statements of support 
including the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance (The 
Alliance), Enlace, Brighton Park Neighborhood 
Council and Action Now. I have also received sup-
port from a number of elected officials including 
state Rep. Silvana Tabares as well as Aldermen 
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, Deb Mell, James Capple-
man, Raymond Lopez, Ameya Pawar, Susan Sad-
lowski Garza, George Cardenas, Rick Munoz, Scott 
Waguespack and John Arena.”

 Chambers has contacted the fifth member of 
the Chicago City Council LGBT Caucus, Ald. Tom 
Tunney, to ask him to support her reinstatement. 
She is awaiting his reply.

“We hear from many of the CPS students we 
work with that they are not learning in affirming 
environments,” said Alliance Executive Director 
Owen Daniel-McCarter. “Their sexual education 
classes are not inclusive of LGBTQ+ identities, 
staff in their buildings are not trained on the 
transgender student guidelines, students feel 
hyper-surveilled and over disciplined and some 

hear teachers making homophobic and transpho-
bic remarks in class. Sarah’s support of LGBTQ+ 
students is a model for all CPS employees. She is 
an embodiment of the practices CPS is attempt-
ing to instill in their employees.”

When Windy City Times contacted Saucedo ad-
ministrators for a statement, they directed all 
queries about Chambers’ suspension to the CPS 
communications office.

When reached for comment via email, CPS Chief 
Officer of Strategic Planning and Communications 
Emily Bittner did not respond to Windy City Times’ 
queries about the specific reason CPS suspended 
Chambers, the public outcry (including on social 
media) demanding that she be reinstated or CPS’ 
response to the GSA and special-education stu-
dents’ appearance at last month’s board of educa-
tion meeting.

Chambers is continuing to work with the Chi-
cago Teachers Union to fight this suspension.

For more on this story, see WindyCityMedia-
Group.com.
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Sarah Chambers at 2017 May day rally.
Photo courtesy of Chambers

Social-media campaign
supports suspended
Saucedo teacher

Gay teacher fired
after students out 
him; pol candidate 
comments
BY MATT SIMONETTE

Democratic congressional candidate Marie New-
man, who will be challenging incumbent U.S. 
Rep. Daniel Lipinski (D-Chicago) in the 2018 
elections, on May 19, expressed outrage over 
the firing of a gay Catholic high school teacher.   

DNAinfo, on May 18, first reported on Matt 
Tedeschi, a Chicagoan who was fired from St. 
Ignatius College Prep after students found his 
online dating profile and outed him.

“It’s outrageous today that people in our so-
ciety are still being bullied and outed over their 
sexual orientation and even worse, that our LG-
BTQ brothers and sisters don’t have protection 
in the workforce to prevent them for being fired 
for their sexual orientation or gender identity,” 
said Newman in a statement.  “One of my chil-
dren was severely bullied, and it has led me to 
a life of activism and standing up against those 
who would threaten and intimidate others in 
our society.”

Tedeschi had taught religious studies at St. 
Ignatius since 2013. But in early 2016, a stu-
dent found his profile on the dating site OK-
Cupid and distributed screen-captures to other 
students. The profile said that Tedeschi was 

interested in men but did not give his name 
or place of employment. He was subjected to 
homophobic taunts from students thereafter; he 
was let go in early 2017.

Newman said that the episode serves as a re-
minder that the LGBT community badly needs 
comprehensive anti-discrimination protections 
at the federal level.

“Unlike Dan Lipinski, in Congress, I will 
proudly co-sponsor H.R. 2282, the Equality 
Act, which will provide consistent non-discrim-
ination policies for LGBTQ people, as it relates 
to their employment, housing and education, 
among others,” she said. “Teachers deserve the 
utmost respect and appreciation from our elect-
ed leaders and I’ll work every day to make sure 
their dignity is protected in the workplace.”

DNAinfo’s story is at http://dnain.
fo/2pQQchy.

Chicago Equality
Rally on June 11

The Chicago LGBTQ community and allies will 
be gathering Sunday, June 11, at 11 a.m. at 
Andersonville Midsommarfest in solidarity with 
the Equality March for Unity and Pride in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Speakers and musical performances will pro-
mote visibility, unity and pride.

The rally will be held at the intersection of 
Clark Street and Balmoral Avenue—an inter-
section that is home to Midsommarfest’s Pride 

Stage and is anchored by local, gay-owned busi-
nesses. 

The event is being hosted in partnership 
with the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce, 
Windy City Times and Andersonville merchants, 
and with the support of 40th Ward Ald. Patrick 
O’Connor and 48th Ward Ald. Harry Osterman.

A full schedule of speakers, musical program-
ming, and partner organizations will be publi-
cized in the near future.

In addition, Andersonville Midsommarfest will 
give $1 from each individual gate donation on 
June 11 to three Illinois-based organizations: 
Center on Halsted, Equality Illinois and Ava’s 
Change4Youth.

Chicago Equality Rally attendees are encour-
aged to RSVP via the public Facebook event (at 
“Chicago Equality Rally at Andersonville”). More 
information about the rally will continue to be 
updated on the public Facebook event and at 
Andersonville.org/equalityrally as it becomes 
available.

‘Queer Prom’
May 26 

The 12th Annual Queer Prom will take place 
Friday, May 26, at 6:30 p.m. at the National Mu-
seum of Mexican Art, 1852 W. 19th St.

There will be food, music (by DJ OCD) and 
information booths.

Tickets are $20-$30 each; visit “Queer Prom 
2017” on Facebook.



The Chicago Chapter of American Veterans 
for Equal Rights (AVER) will hold public events 
throughout the Memorial Day weekend. Notably, 
on Monday, May 29, at 1 p.m. the Chicago chap-
ter of AVER will dedicate a new granite monument 
to the military service of LGBTs on the corner of 
Halsted and Addison followed by the celebration 
of the chapter’s 25th anniversary on the third 
floor of the Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted 
St. from 2 to 6 p.m.

Congressman Mike Quigley, Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky, Commissioner of Human Relations 
Mona Noriega, the Director of Chicago’s Mayor’s 
Office of Veterans Affairs Victor Lagroon, Alder-
man Tom Tunney, Victor Salvo, and Modesto Valle 
are among those attending. Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus and Windy City Performing Arts will per-
form.

AVER is a non-profit, chapter-based association 
of active, reserve and veteran servicemembers 
dedicated to full and equal rights and treatment 

for all present and former members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces.

Also on Saturday, May 27, veterans will march 
in the City of Chicago’s Memorial Day Parade. 
Line-up will be at 11 a.m. near Wacker & LaSalle, 
along the Chicago River. Look for the AVER ban-
ner.

On Sunday, May 28 at 11 a.m. AVER will hold 
a Memorial Day Service at Abraham Lincoln Na-
tional Cemetery in Elwood, IL, near Joliet, at the 
site of the Monument to GLBT veterans dedicated 
there two years ago.

Also on Sunday May 28 at 2 p.m. in Evergreen 
Hill Memorial Park in Steger, IL, the chapter will 
hold its annual Remembrance Ceremony for sailor 
Allen Schindler, who was beaten to death by fel-
low sailors in October 1992.

All events open to the public. Further informa-
tion available from Jim Darby at ( 773 ) 752-0058 
or jamesdarby@aol.com .
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LGBTQ veterans to dedicate 
Halsted monument, celebrate 
25 years on Memorial Day

A dedication was held Memorial day, May 25, 2015, for the first federally approved LGBT Veterans 
Monument on federal land, at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, Illinois.
Photo by hal baim

9/11 friar to be
honored June 10 

Father Mychal Judge—an openly gay Fran-
ciscan friar who was one of the first responders 
who showed up to the twin towers once disas-
ter struck on Sept. 11, 2001—will be among 
those honored at this year’s Irish-American 
Hall of Fame Awards Gala on Saturday, June 10, 
6:30-10 p.m., at The Erin Room at the Irish 
American Heritage Center, 4626 N. Knox St.

Other inductees will include actors Martin 
Sheen and Bill Murray, hotelier John Fitzpat-
rick, actor/soldier Audie Murphy, sports legend 
Maureen “Little Mo” Connolly, American Confer-
ence for Irish Studies co-founder Lawrence J. 
McCaffrey, and astronauts Scott and Mark Kelly. 
(Mark is the husband  of former Congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords.) Judge, Murphy and Connolly 
are being honored posthumously.

Tickets start at $175 each; visit http://irish-
american.org/event/irish-american-hall-of-
fame-2017-awards-gala/.

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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BY CArrIE MAxWELL
 
DignityUSA Executive Director Marianne Duddy-
Burke was the keynote speaker at Dignity/Chi-
cago’s (the advocacy organization for LGBTQI 
Catholics and their allies) 45th anniversary cel-
ebration May 20 at Francesca’s on Taylor.

Ramon Rodriguez, president of Dignity/Chi-
cago’s board of directors, spoke about what it 
must have felt like to be one of the founders of 
Dignity.

“Just a few years earlier, we would have felt 
the hope and excitement brought by Vatican II, 
but also a measure of disappointment that its re-
forms didn’t go far enough,” said Rodriguez. “On 
the civil-rights front, we would have just experi-
enced the thrill of Stonewall and the initial cries 
for freedom, equality and dignity. And yet, it is 
also important to remember that in those days, 
LGBT people were routinely arrested, discrimi-
nated and violently attacked.”        

Rodriguez noted that it was under this back-
drop that DignityUSA, and a few years later the 
Chicago chapter emerged. He spoke about some 
of Dignity/Chicago’s past events including host-
ing two, and soon to be three biennial Digni-
tyUSA national conferences and co-founding Call 
to Action in 1978 along with other progressive 
Catholic groups.

“Dignity/Chicago has no doubt a storied past, 
but we are only as good as how we tackle the 
current and future needs of our community,” said 
Rodriguez. “Catholic institutions continue to un-
justly terminate LGBT workers and women are still 
being shut out from ministerial life. Children of 
LGBT families are still being ostracized or placed 
in unhealthy, untenable situations and church 

teaching on a host of issues is still far behind the 
times. At the same time, young Catholics of every 
sexual orientation and gender identity are being 
turned off by a church leadership that is out of 
touch with their needs and reality.  Our work is 
far from done.”

Rodriguez also acknowledged the presences of 
long-time Dignity/Chicago members Ald. James 
Cappleman and his husband, Richard Thale, as 
well as former national officers Jim Pilarski and 
Ken Mayka.

Also in attendance was Dignity/Chicago mem-
ber Matt Tedeschi. Tedeschi was recently fired 
from his religious studies teaching job at St. 
Ignatius College Prep after students found his 
online dating profile, outed him to others at the 
school and harassed him both at school and on-
line.

The theme of Duddy-Burke’s speech was Dignity 
at the Crossroads.

“One way that Dignity, as both local commu-
nities and as a national movement, has been 
graced with longevity achieved by few LGBTQI 
organizations is that we have always paid atten-
tion to the movement of the Spirit, and adapted 
our ministry and advocacy to changing circum-
stances,” said Duddy-Burke. “This is certainly a 
time like no other, and I believe we are being 
called to change in unprecedented ways.     

Duddy-Burke explained that they established 
rituals to affirm their lives and relationships 
and launched many LGBTQI organizations from 
political groups to bowling leagues. She noted 
that they blessed relationships years before they 
were legal in the eyes of the law as well as cared 
for those with depression, addictions, HIV/AIDS 
and cancers. Duddy-Burke said they have also ad-

vocated for ordinances, legislation, policies and 
practices that advanced equality and inclusion 
since the group’s inception.

“Now there’s a new, destabilizing reality,” said 
Duddy-Burke. “Last June, the deadliest mass 
shooting in our nation’s history was carried out 
at Pulse, a nightclub that primarily served the 
LGBTQI Latino community. ...The murder rate of 
transgender people, especially trans women of 
color, continues to climb, with a record 22 trans 
folks killed in 2016 and 10 murdered already so 
far this year. Our country has a president who 
seems to see trading away human rights as just 
a cost of doing business. He’s willing to appease 
those who helped him ascend to our highest of-
fice by enacting policies that divide families, 
leave the ill and the poor vulnerable, and justify 
themselves through bigotry.”

In terms of the future of Dignity in this cur-
rent political climate, Duddy-Burke gave three 
examples of a way forward: continue to exist, 
worship, pray and be a community in an inclusive 
way; find new allies like those in the progressive 
movement are doing; and continue to articulate 
and model a vision of Church that is just, inclu-
sive and affirming.

Lambda Legal was the recipient of this year’s 
James A. Bussen Award (named after the late 
DignityUSA president). According to Dignity/
Chicago’s website, “this award is presented to 
individuals or organizations that promote justice 
and equality on behalf of LGBTQI individuals.” 
Lambda Legal was recognized for its work in se-
curing equality under the law for LGBTQI people 
and everyone living with HIV.

Christopher Clark, Lambda Legal’s Midwest re-
gional director and national pro bono director, 
accepted the award on behalf of the organiza-
tion. He spoke about how they achieved marriage 
equality in Iowa by turning to religious people in 
the state who were able to carry that message to 

their congregants.
The President’s Award was given to Cornelius 

“Corney” Sippel (who was not in attendance) in 
recognition for his many years of loyal service to 
the chapter, in ways both large and small.

The Spirit of Dignity (in recognition of out-
standing contributions to the chapter) awardees 
were Rev. Barbara Zeman (who also gave the 
blessing at the event) and Rev. Mary Ramsden. 
Zeman and Ramsden are ordained women priests 
and preside over many Dignity/Chicago masses.   

A celebration Mass took place the following 
day at Dignity/Chicago’s host church, Broadway 
United Methodist Church. Members do not meet 
in any Catholic space because they oppose the 
Roman Catholic Church’s teachings on LGBTQI 
people and women’s ordination.

See dignity-chicago.org/ for more informa-
tion.

Dignity/Chicago marks
45 years with dinner,
awards ceremony 

From left: Christopher Clark, ramon rodriguez and Marianne duddy-Burke.
Photo by Carrie Maxwell

Fund to support 
women of color, 
trans people

 Groundswell Fund—self-advertised as “the 
largest funder of the U.S. reproductive jus-
tice (RJ) movement—announced the launch 
of a new national “Liberation Fund” to sup-
port grassroots organizing efforts that wom-
en of color and transgender people of color 
will lead across social-justice sectors.

Advisor Alicia Garza, co-founder of Black 
Lives Matter, said in a press release, “The 
Liberation Fund will make it easier for donors 
and funders to identify and resource some of 
the most effective and innovative organizing 
at the grassroots.”

The fund is accepting donations; visit 
https://groundswellfund.org/donate/.

Activism meet-ups,  
personal book recommendations,  

weekly events, Kids Storytime, and more!  
There are so many reasons to support  

Chicago’s only feminist bookstore.

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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If you are transgender or GNC and not a veteran, 
please email training4trans@gmail.com to be put 
on a list for potential upcoming coding courses.

http://codeplatoon.org/
how-it-works/

tuition-funding/

Full scholarship
available for

transgender veterans
to learn coding
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necessary{

Information about the
scholarship can be found at:

http://codeplatoon.org/how-it-works/tuition-funding/
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BY MOLLY SPrAYrEGEN
 
On May 18, the Chicago History Museum held an 
event at the Center on Halsted (“The Center”) 
that both explored the development of Boystown 
and debated the positive and negative ramifica-
tions of the changes the neighborhood has un-
dergone throughout the gay rights movement.

This particular event, the first ever held outside 
the museum, featured speaker Jason Orne, author 
of Boystown: Sex and Community in Chicago and 
an assistant sociology professor at Drexel Univer-
sity. Orne’s presentation, titled “The Consequenc-
es of Heritage Commodification in Boystown,” 
explored the social and economic tensions that 
have arisen in Boystown as a result of an increas-
ing ability for LGBTQ people to live, work and 
play outside of what he calls “gayborhoods.”

Orne explained why Boystown has endured as a 
gay village despite the fact that it has undergone 
gentrification and a large majority of gay young 
people have moved away from the neighborhood. 
One major reason, he said, was the City of Chi-
cago’s formal declaration of the area as an LGBTQ 
space. The Center’s size and role in the LGBTQ 
community has also helped Boystown last. The 
Center’s CEO, Modesto “Tico” Valle, who spoke at 
the event, said The Center has served 3.5 million 
people since opening its doors 10 years ago.

Orne explained, however, that LGBTQ young 
people’s decisions to live elsewhere has required 
Boystown businesses to partake in what he calls 
“heritage commodification,” making Boystown a 
destination for LGBTQ and straight people alike 
who are interested in experiencing a taste of gay 
culture. Boystown is no longer necessarily a place 
people desire for daily life and identity, but rath-
er a fun place to explore for a day or night out.

Orne did acknowledge one blatantly negative 
consequence of gentrification in Boystown: the 
feeling by many new inhabitants that queer 
youth of color are out of place and not welcome. 
Although few have lived in Boystown, queer 
youth of color have always traveled to the neigh-
borhood to spend time in a safe, accepting en-
vironment—yet now it is they who are seen as 
outsiders.

In a conversation preceding this event, Valle 
explained that the way homeless queer youth in 
the neighborhood have recently been treated was 
an issue he hoped would be prioritized during 
the talk. He said he is appalled when he hears 
people saying that these youth do not belong in 
Boystown when they have been coming to the 
neighborhood for 30 years to, as Valle said, “cel-
ebrate who they are.” This is their neighborhood, 
Valle emphasized.

Following Orne’s presentation was a panel 

discussion, moderated by queer femme activist, 
photographer and historian Andie Meadows. The 
panel was made up of a diverse range of voices: 
Art Johnston, co-owner of Boystown nightspot 
Sidetrack; Pat Cummings, a lesbian photographer 
who currently lives in the Town Hall apartments 
and also lived in Boystown as a young woman; 
Lucy Stoole, a drag performer who calls herself 
“Chicago’s Black, Bearded Beauty;” and Orne.

The panel discussed issues such as their feel-
ings about the word “queer,” the changes they 
have seen in the neighborhood over the past 
few decades and the various forms of activism 
in which one can partake. Another important 

discussion throughout the evening centered on 
whether Boystown is truly an inclusive space or if 
it is mostly a haven for gay white males.

One large issue the panel debated was the ef-
fects of the exchange the LGBTQ community has 
had to make: becoming more mainstream in order 
to gain legal rights. They also discussed the cur-
rent necessity of LGBTQ neighborhoods—a point 
with which Johnston strongly said was needed. 
The reason LGBTQ people are gaining important 
rights like healthcare, he said, are because the 
community is perceived as a powerful minority, 
and a neighborhood to call our own is vital to 
maintaining that power.

Center on Halsted, museum 
host ‘Boystown’ event

From left: Andie Meadows, Art Johnston, Pat Cummings, Lucy Stoole and Jason Orne.
Photo by Molly Sprayregen
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BY MATT SIMONETTE

The developer of an LGBT-friendly affordable 
housing project in Logan Square is nearing com-
pletion of financing, and a final plan should be 
ready to present to city officials by the end of 
summer, according to local officials.

The John Pennycuff Memorial Apartments at 
Castillo Plaza were first announced in May 2016 
and will be located at the site of Congress Piz-
zeria, 2033 N. Milwaukee Ave. The project is the 
second of its kind in the city, after the Town Hall 
apartments in Lake View, and is named after ac-
tivist Robert Castillo and his late husband, John 

Pennycuff.
Developer CSA Partners “is still in the process 

of finalizing the financing of the project with the 
city and the Chicago Housing Authority,” said 
Raymond Valadez, chief of staff to Ald. Proco Joe 
Moreno (1st Ward).

 “Once it is finalized, within the next month, 
the developer will be seeking to present the proj-
ect to the Chicago Plan Commission, the City 
Council Zoning Committee and the full City Coun-
cil before the end of the summer,” Valadez added. 
“Afterward, the developer will apply for building 
permits and hope to have them by the end of this 
year or the beginning of 2018.”

The project will be financed through the use of 
TIF funds from the existing Milwaukee-Fullerton 

TIF district, as well as Chicago Housing Authority 
(CHA) funds, tax credits and private funding. The 
City Council approved borrowing of $16 million 
for the apartments last December.
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TPAN moving,
will partner with
Howard Brown

This month, Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN) 
will move its offices to the Edgewater neighbor-
hood, opening a co-located medical clinic that 
Howard Brown Health operates. 

The move returns TPAN to its former storefront 
location, 5537 N. Broadway.

The new location will feature renovated offices 
and meeting spaces as well as a drop-in center—
The Tea Room—for TPAN’s expanding youth cli-
entele. “We are creating a safe space for youth 

to visit, and to get to know our staff and the 
many services specifically provided for younger 
individuals,” said TPAN Director of Client Services 
Julie Supple in a press release. TPAN runs two 
federally funded programs for youth that address 
mental health and substance use.

In June, Howard Brown Health will begin see-
ing clients in a four-room clinic located at TPAN.

TPAN is closed May 22-24 for the move, reopen-
ing on Thursday, May 25. Also, TPAN will hold a 
ribbon-cutting and open house on Monday, June 
19,  at 5-7:30 p.m. Congresswoman Jan Scha-
kowsky, among others, will speak and help com-
memorate this new chapter in TPAN’s history. 

See TPAN.com.

Pro-LGBT Christian
group to hold Chicago
conference in October
BY MATT SIMONETTE

The Lenexa, Kansas-based Reformation Project, 
which describes itself as “a Bible-based, Christian 
grassroots organization that works to promote 
inclusion of LGBT people by reforming church 
teaching on sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity,” will hold its annual conference in Chicago 
on Oct. 26-28.

The Reformation Project’s goal, according to 

its website, is “a global church that fully affirms 
LGBT people.”

The conference will take place at Fourth Pres-
byterian Church of Chicago, 126 E. Chestnut St., 
and will include discussions by scholars and theo-
logians, keynote addresses and breakout sessions 
and worship services.

According to promoters, the conference will of-
fer “an intersectional approach to LGBTQ inclu-
sion, centering the voices of marginalized people 
within the LGBTQ Christian community and work-
ing to ensure our advocacy is for everyone in our 
community, including people of color, women, 
and transgender people.”

For information, visit ReformationProject.org/
chicago.

Financing of 
Pennycuff apartments
nears completion

John Pennycuff and robert Castillo.
Photo by Tracy baim
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BY SArAH TOCE

Widely considered the “architect of same-sex 
marriage,” Evan Wolfson and his colleagues led 
a decades-long battle to win equal rights for 
LGBT people, culminating in a nationwide mar-
riage equality victory at the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The National Law Journal, in 2000, named Wolf-
son one of “the 100 most influential lawyers in 
America,” and Newsweek/The Daily Beast referred 
to him as “the godfather of gay marriage” at the 
time.

In 2012, Wolfson received the Barnard Medal 
of Distinction alongside then-President Barack 
Obama. 

Wolfson’s desire to change hearts and minds 
sprouted approximately than 34 years ago, in 
1983, when he penned his third-year paper at 
Harvard Law on the subject of marriage equality. 
At the time, the bold concept was entirely taboo 
for the mainstream. After the AIDS crisis began 
to ravage the LGBT community, Wolfson revved 
up his efforts to fight for equal protections. He 
initiated the fights that would propel marriage 
equality to the forefront of legislative minds and 
then, in 2003, he founded the national organi-
zation Freedom to Marry, which spearheaded the 
movement’s strategy. 

The Freedom to Marry, a film by Eddie Rosen-
stein, is a tale of one of the most successful civil-
rights movements in modern time. Wolfson was 
clear that the film’s message reaches far beyond 
the scope of marriage equality.

“The film does a brilliant job of capturing not 
only how we were able to change hearts and 
minds and then the law and win the freedom to 
marry,” he said, “but then can also be applied to 
other causes and movements in even other coun-
tries in the work ahead.”

In reference to “the work ahead,” Wolfson em-
phasized that it didn’t particularly mean only 
LGBT rights. The lessons learned from winning 
marriage equality nationwide can be applied to 
“other causes, other movements and other coun-
tries.”

It’s important to take into account that a di-
vided country (some might even argue a divided 
world) needs a lift from time to time.

“We all have many goals and many things we 
want in the world—including getting our country 
back on track,” Wolfson said. “What makes me 
proudest about this film, and what I think the 
filmmaker did so well, was to capture not just 
stories of how we won the freedom to marry, but 
the lessons from that achievement that applies to 
other work still ahead.”

The players in The Freedom to Marry include 
Wolfson; Mary Bonauto, civil-rights attorney 
from Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders; 
Bonauto’s clients, April DeBoer and Jayne Rowse; 
and Freedom to Marry National Campaign Director 
Marc Solomon.

“This film is now being shown by immigra-
tion groups, environmental groups, gun-control 
groups and in other countries precisely because 
it’s not just about the United States winning 

marriage,” Wolfson said. “This film is literally be-
ing used as a tool and an inspiration by other 
movements in other countries.”

Screenings for A Freedom to Marry are cur-
rently scheduled in Boston, Concord, Woodstock, 
Pittsburgh, and Tel Aviv. The award-winning 
documentary was previously shown in San Fran-
cisco, Houston, Atlanta, Austin, Tampa, New 
York, Honolulu, Portland, Salt Lake City, and Dal-
las, among others. Interested parties wishing 
to schedule a screening may do so via https://
freedomtomarrymovie.com/host-a-screening. 

“We are not going backward,” Wolfson said. 
“Our country is disastrously on the wrong track 
and there are many values in the communities 
that I’m sure most of us share that are under at-
tack. This includes the inclusion and freedoms 
and rights of LGBT people. With all of that, it’s 
important not to feel bad and make it worse. 
We are not going backward. Our country is in an 

enormously different and better place for gay and 
transgender people now than it was before. That 
momentum didn’t vanish because Trump got into 
office.”

In fact, a new Gallup poll dated May 15 report-
ed that support for the freedom to marry is at an 
all-time high, even among Republicans.

“We’ve continued to build on what we achieved 
because it’s the gift that keeps on giving.”

Wolfson resides in New York City where he has 
been named a Distinguished Visitor from Practice 
at Georgetown Law Center where he teaches law 
and social change. Wolfson also serves as Senior 
Counsel at Dentons, the world’s largest law firm, 
with 125-plus offices in over 50 countries.

read more about Wolfson at FreedomTo-
Marry.org/the-team/entry/Evan-Wolfson. Find 
out more about The Freedom to Marry film at 
https://freedomtomarrymovie.com.

‘Freedom to Marry’
shows Evan Wolfson
as marriage architect

Evan Wolfson and Mary Bonuato on the U.S. Supreme Court steps.
PR image

Evan Wolfson.
PR image

GLAAD: 20 percent
of millennials 
identify as LGBTQ

GLAAD unveiled its third annual Accelerat-
ing Acceptance report, a survey conducted on 
GLAAD’s behalf by Harris Poll that shows that 
young people are significantly more likely to 
openly identify as LGBTQ than generations be-
fore them.

One of the primary results is that 20 percent 
of the respondents identify as LGBTQ.

The survey—fielded online Nov. 2-4, 2016, 
among 2,037 U.S. adults aged 18 and older—
also shows growing levels of young people who 
are more likely to identify outside of traditional 
binaries such as “gay/straight” and “man/wom-
an.”

Also, non-LGBTQ millennials are also signifi-
cantly less likely to know someone who iden-
tifies as “gay” or “lesbian” than generations 
before them, indicating that their LGBTQ peers 
largely describe themselves in words outside 
more traditional binaries.

The report is at GLAAD.org/publications/
accelerating-acceptance-2017.

Suburban 
progressives to 
host equality march
BY MATT SIMONETTE

The progressive group Southwest Suburban Ac-
tivists will hold the Equality March for Unity and 
Pride on Sunday, June 11, at Breidert Green in 

Frankfort, Illinois.
Southwest Suburban Activists is a group 

committed to fostering more progressive and 
diverse political candidates in Frankfort, a com-
munity that has historically been quite con-
servative, said Emily Beigel, who founded the 
group. Since its inception in January, the group 
has had postcard parties, a women’s march on 
International Women’s Day and a vigil in re-
membrance of Syrian refugees.

“In an urban area like Chicago these kinds of 
events are expected, but in Frankfort, it is truly 
revolutionary,” Beigel added. She further noted 
that, “Hosting the Equality March was a natural 
extension of our activism, our supporting of all 
people, and our desire to push the envelope in 
our area.”

For further information on the June 11 march 
and other South Surburban Activist events, see 
SouthwestSuburbanActivists.com.



May 24, 2017 13WINDY CITY TIMES

© 2015 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC1851 03/15

W E  F O C U S  O N  H I V
T O  H E L P  Y O U  F O C U S  O N

TODAY
Ask your doctor if a medicine made by Gilead is right for you.

onepillchoices.com

UNBC1851_ML2_10x10_WindyCityTimes_p2.indd   1 5/8/17   4:08 PM

http://www.onepillchoices.com


May 24, 201714 WINDY CITY TIMES

BY MATT SIMONETTE

According to Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Cen-
ter on Halsted is the “beating heart for the gay 
and lesbian community of the City of Chicago.”

Emanuel spoke May 20 at the Center’s 10th an-
niversary Human First gala, held for the second 
year at the Geraghty on the Near Southwest Side, 
and reminisced about the organization’s impact 
on the city’s LGBT community, as well as the 
progress that community has made in the past 
10 years.

The community, he said, exemplified “the 
changing of a culture and a set of values … . I 
want to thank the gay and lesbian community for 
reminding us what our values are.”

Emanuel fired up the crowd when he spoke 
about Chicago’s status as a “welcoming city” for 
immigrants and refugees, urging the crowd not to 
let President Donald Trump’s rhetoric and actions 
“spread the fear.”

He added, “When they come to Chicago, we 
have one thing to say to them: ‘Welcome home.’”

Former President Barack Obama sent a letter, 
read by Emanuel, that paid tribute to the eve-
ning’s award winner, philanthropist and activist 
Fred Eychaner, as well as the Center’s legacy. 
Obama also sent a videotaped testimonial.

“With each passing year, the Center becomes 
an integral part of the community, providing es-
sential support and programmng for thousands 
of LGBT Chicagoans,” Obama said in the letter. 
“Whether working to build safe spaces, improve 
mental health and well-being or offering educa-
tion and training for LGBT youth, your efforts are 
helping reach for a more inclusive future, one in 
which all people, no matter who they are, feel 
valued, no matter who they love.”

Obama called Eychaner a “critical” part of the 
efforts of both the Center and the larger com-
munity.

“Over the years, Fred has empowered countless 
organizations to create change in their communi-
ties, whether they are striving to eradicate HIV/
AIDS or making arts accessible to everyone.”

Accepting his award, Eychaner, who gener-
ally eschews the public spotlight, spoke of his 
past activism but also called on the audience to 
do more to defeat right-wing efforts to hinder 
progress that the community has made in recent 
years.

“We as a community face our biggest threat 
since the early days of AIDS,” he said. “… The 
wingnuts are on a relentless march to roll back 
the rights of LGBTs.”

Eychaner added, “We know who’s running this 
country and we know what we have to do about 
it.”

He especially focused on the passage of Trump’s 
Affordable Health Care Act in the U.S. House of 

Representatives and pointed to the dangers in-
herent in the legislation, noting, “Each and every 
one of us will end up with a ‘pre-existing condi-
tion.’”

The healthcare controversy means the LGBT 
community “is in the fight of our lives again,” 
Eychaner said, adding that it will take letters to 
politicians, public protests and cold-calling the 
public, among other efforts, to defeat the right 
in this struggle.

“The message is this: We’ve got to do some-
thing,” he said. “Writing a check is important, 
but it’s not enough in itself. … Like America, our 
LGBT community is strongest when we’re united.”

Center on Halsted CEO Modesto Tico Valle 
spoke of both the fortuitous timing of the Center 
launching just as Obama was enjoying a quick 
rise in national politics, as well as the unfortu-
nate timing of its opening just as the real-estate 
market collapse began a protracted economic 
collapse. He noted however that the Center re-
sponded with initiatives that partially answered 
economic challenges that the community faced. 
Among the efforts he mentioned were the Silver 
Fork program that trained young people to work 
in restaurants and the Town Hall Apartments that 
responded to the need for affordable housing for 
LGBT seniors.

He said that about 3.5 million people have 
walked through the Center’s doors since opening 
in 2007. Like Eychaner, Valle noted that the com-
munity still faces numerous struggles.

“It wasn’t over when the Center opened and 
it wasn’t over when marriage was won,” he said. 
Among the issues he called attention to were 
transgender-, immigrants- and women’s-rights, 
as well as issues pertaining to youths experienc-
ing homelessness.

“We will continue to fight until all of us are 
human first,” Valle said.

The Center’s legacy goes back to the early 
1970s, when Gay Horizons was founded, altered 
called Horizons Community Services. In 2007, 
Horizons became the Center on Halsted. 

Besides Emanuel, other elected and appointed 
officials in attendance included former Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn, state Sen. Heather Steans (D-Chi-
cago); state Sen. (and 2018 gubernatorial candi-
date) Daniel Biss (D-Chicago); former state Sen. 
Carol Ronen; U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Chicago); 
Alds. Raymond Lopez (15th), Deb Mell (33rd), 
and Tom Tunney (44th); Lake Forest Ald. Prue 
Beidler (1st); Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District Commissioner Debra Shore; and Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations Commissioner 
Mona Noriega. Democratic gubernatorial candi-
date J.B. Pritzker was also there.    

Center on Halsted officials estimated that more 
than 800 guests attended.

Center on Halsted gala 
marks 10th anniversary

Photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticImagesPhotography.com)
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CHICAGO

EQUALITY
RALLY

SUNDAY, JUNE 11 @ 11AM
PRIDE STAGE | CLARK & BALMORAL

HOSTED AT 
ANDERSONVILLE 

MIDSOMMARFEST

MORE INFORMATION: andersonville.org/equalityrally

#ChiEqualityRallyMIDSOMMARFEST
june 9, 10 & 11

2017

$1 from each gate donation on Sunday, June 11 will benefit 
Center on Halsted, Equality Illinois, and Ava’s Change4Youth.

More Center on Halsted gala attendees.
Photos by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticImagesPhotography.com)

http://www.andersonville.org/equalityrally
http://www.rf2k.com
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BY MELISSA WASSErMAN
 
Using her head and heart, Sarah Buino, LCSW, 
CADC, CDWF brings her own colorful touch to the 
therapy field.

As a child growing up in southern Ohio, Buino 
wanted to be a Broadway star. Singing was her 
first passion and she considered her school’s the-
ater department and show choir life. Over the 
years, she has moved away from musicals and 
onto rock ‘n’ roll, currently performing in a wed-
ding band.

Buino, who identifies as bisexual, said she came 
to Chicago in 2002 for a boy, a Prince concert and 
a craving for a livelier city. That relationship did 
not last, but Buino ended up meeting and even-
tually marrying another man who coincidentally 
lived around the corner in 2005.

Looking back, Buino said she probably always 
wanted to be a therapist. It was when she was 
working as a business manager at Northwestern 
University’s concert hall, her own therapist in-
formed her on how she could pursue a career in 
therapy. She went on to earn a master’s degree 
from Loyola University in Chicago and decided to 
specialize in shame and substance abuse because 
of her own family history.

“I feel like there’s nothing like working with 
people who desperately want to be the best ver-
sion themselves and people who struggle with 
addiction, who are in recovery, they are the most 
inspiring, loving, caring, exciting, authentic peo-
ple I’ve ever met,” said Buino.

Buino went on to become a therapist at Pres-
ence Behavioral Health’s Addicted Professionals 
Program, an adjunct faculty member at Loyola 
University’s School of Social Work, and a Certi-
fied Daring Way facilitator. She also applies her 
singing skills to therapy interventions at Positive 
Sobriety Institute, a drug and alcohol treatment 
center.

“We help them identify their emotions with 
music, talk about their recovery and use theme 
songs for it and it gets really great feedback,” 
said Buino of the interventions. “Music really 
does reach people in a way that nothing else 
can.”

Buino said she founded Head/Heart Therapy, 
Inc. at a time of need. Head/Heart Therapy is 
a group therapy practice that specializes in 

treating adults and adolescents struggling with 
shame, addiction and mood/anxiety disorders, 
among other difficulties. It is trauma informed 
and LGBTQ affirmative. The private practice, she 
explained, tries to incorporate physical, mental, 
spiritual, emotional health and each therapist 
has a unique talent or skill that they bring to 
therapy, including therapeutic yoga, tai chi and 
hypnotherapy, among others. Buino also does 
reiki (energy healing).

“I wanted to name it Head/Heart Therapy be-
cause I think the essence of becoming the best 
version of yourself is connecting what you think 
and what you feel,” said Buino, president of 
Head/Heart Therapy.

A few years ago, Buino trained with Dr. Brené 
Brown’s team and still practices what she learned, 
which is the concept of authenticity. 

“I find that whatever it is that I can connect 
with people on, when I sit across from people, I 
want them to know ‘yeah, me too,’” said Buino of 
being authentic with her clients.

Buino’s most recent project in clinical social-
work leadership will be her collaboration with 
Robert Hilliker, LCSW, LCDC of Houston, Texas. 
Together, they will be opening The Lovett Cen-
ter in Chicago. The Lovett Center is a co-working 
space for therapists and private practice, as well 
as intensive outpatient (IOP) for group therapy. 

Buino was also honored as the 2017 Emerging 
Leader awardee by the National Association of 
Social Workers, Illinois Chapter (NASW-IL).

“There’s still so much stigma attached to men-
tal illness and especially addiction, and so I’d 
really love to be able to really help people un-
derstand what empathy and compassion really is 
because if we had more empathy and compas-
sion, we wouldn’t have stigma,” said Buino about 
her hopes for the therapy field. “We wouldn’t 
need to judge and fear, and stigma is the way 
it is because everyone who doesn’t understand 
it is just afraid and they just don’t know. A lot 
of people think an addict is a bum on the street 
asking for money, but my clients are doctors and 
nurses and teachers and really successful people 
who just ended up making a really bad choice at 
some point.”

For more information about Sarah Buino and 
Head/Heart Therapy, visit http://headheart-
therapy.com.

Sarah Buino changes
the tune of therapy

Sarah Buino, 
LCSW, CAdC, 
CdWF.
Photo by Jeff 
blanchard

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Activist Ted Korbos said “he could never have 
dreamed” that, 22 years after the formation of 
Berwyn United Gay and Lesbian Organization 
(BUNGALO), that the city of Berwyn would have 
this many openly LGBT public officials about to 
take office.

“I was very proud and very happy,” said Korbos, 
who said that the election of lesbian Marge Paul 
as a city council member in 2009 represented a 
turning point of sorts.

“Marge is a great politician,” Korbos further 
explained. “She’s very outgoing and very smart 
about bringing people in.”

Paul won the municipal primary election in 
February for Berwyn’s city clerk post; she was un-
opposed in the general election April 4. She was 
replaced on the city council by Jeanine Reardon, 
who is a close political ally. Reardon, along with 
another ally elected to the council, Jose Ramirez, 
is also openly gay. Another LGBT person entering 
the council is Scott Lennon, who ran on a slate 
affiliated with Berwyn’s mayor, who was opposed 
by the Berwyn United political slate, which Paul, 
Reardon and Ramirez belonged to.

Brian Brock, who is also gay, also won a post as 
a Berwyn Park District commissioner, while Julia 
McAleer-Forte was among those who won a spot 
on the Berwyn South District 100 School Board.

“Marge is the person who has drawn in and in-
volved a lot of the next generation of gays in 
Berwyn into politics and into Berwyn as a com-
munity,” Korbos said.

That much success for LGBT candidates was un-
imaginable in late 1994, when the Berwyn city 
council bowed down to pressure from conserva-
tive ministers and removed sexual orientation as 
a protected class from the city’s proposed human-
rights ordinance, Korbos recalled. At a meeting, 
a local minister said that such an inclusion was 
unnecessary, since no gays or lesbians lived in 
Berwyn.

“That statement flabbergasted those of us from 
the LGBT community, that someone who lived in 
Berwyn would believe that no gay person lived in 
a city of 50,000 people,” Korbos said. “That was 
the impetus for starting BUNGALO.”

The group adopted the slogan, “We, too, are 
Berwyn.”

“Our goal was to have gays and lesbians be-
come involved in Berwyn as a community,” Kor-
bos said. “It was not necessarily political.”

BUNGALO was a means by which LGBT folks in 
town met, networked and socialized. The group 
held lectures, marched together in the Chicago 
Pride Parade and staffed a table at Halsted Street 
Market Days, among myriad activities. But Korbos 
noted that the group did get “pushback” on some 

occasions.
“There was a gay-baiting flyer in the 6th Ward 

aldermanic race in 1997, implying that one of 
the candidates for that office was gay,” he said. 
“There were also gay-baiting mailings and flyers 
in the 2000 and 2001 elections.”

He noted that the last several elections were 
comparatively free of anti-LGBT rhetoric, adding, 
“In the elections of the last decade, a person’s 
sexual orientation is a non-issue and all can-
didates running for office in Berwyn, gay and 
straight, are supportive on gay civil-rights issues. 
… While BUNGALO laid the foundation and was 
the start of it all, it was people like Marge Paul, 
Scott Lennon and Jose Ramirez who took things 
to the next level over the last decade.”

Korbos said, that though Berwyn is largely still 
welcoming for its LGBT residents and visitors, 
there are still some problems.

“About six months ago, a man was being ha-
rassed by his neighbor,” he noted. “We also got 
an email that a woman’s lesbian daughter, a 
teenager, was being bullied. It’s is welcoming, 
but it is like any other city. It’s much better than 
it was 20 years ago.”

Korbos is proud of what the city’s LGBT commu-
nity accomplished during the primary and general 
elections. He also praised South Berwyn School 
District 100’s “forward-thinking policy” on trans-
gender students.

 “I am proud not only of the gays and lesbians 
who are involved in politics, but other gays and 
lesbians in Berwyn who are involved in other as-
pects of Berwyn, like the parks, the schools, the 
library, the business community and [who are] 
involved in other civic organizations,” he said.

Activist reflects on Berwyn’s 
LGBT transformation

Ted Korbos with Berwyn City Clerk Marge Paul.
Photo by Jim Kelly
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lightingbyfox.com
Hours:

Closed Sun & Mon.
Tues, Wed & Friday: 10 am - 6 pm

Thursday: 10 am - 7 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 3 pm

STore MoviNg!     everyTHiNg MuST go! 

60% off M.S.R.P.    •   huge discounts

A photographer found his profile and asked if 
he’d be interested in doing some modeling; after 
determining it wasn’t a scam, he leapt at the 
chance. Now, four years later, Monroe Stevens has 
participated in approximately 15 photo shoots 
and continues to build his brand. The offer from 
the photographer didn’t take Stevens completely 
by surprise. Modeling had been something 
Stevens had considered in the past. He says 
people used to comment on his cheekbones and 
tell him he should pursue modeling.
 Currently, he models for brands that sell 
underwear, swimwear and the like, and as his 
career blossoms, he hopes to partake in more 
photo shoots that involve telling a story rather 
than merely placing bodies on display. He 
wants his shoots to have messages, and one big 
message in particular. “My overall would be love, 
pretty much,” he said. Of special importance to 
him, he explained to Windy City Times, is HIV/
AIDS awareness because of the prevalence of the 
disease in both the Black and gay communities.
 Modeling, however, is not Stevens’ only gig. 
He’s also a full-time student studying business 
accounting; he chose to pursue accounting 
because of its practicality. Stevens is also 
interested in graphic design and animation. He’s 
a sketch artist who especially loves sketching 
anime. He began sketching Looney Tunes 
characters before beginning to create his own. 
“I need to get back into it because it makes me 
happy,” he says, “That was my first love.” Stevens 
is also interested in learning to paint.
 While he has a diverse range of art-based 
interests, Stevens believes modeling is a great 

way to bring them all together. He says he has 
tons of ideas for the shoots he does and wants 
to help create the messages they send as well 
as draw the costumes and different concepts to 
incorporate.
 Stevens emphasized that being a model 
doesn’t necessarily mean having a ton of body 
confidence. He said, “When you become a model, 
that’s when you become very insecure.” 

 As if Stevens isn’t busy enough, fitness is also 
a staple of his routine. He began lifting at 13 
years old and has loved it ever since. His typical 
workout takes two hours, and his favorite time to 
be at the gym is late at night when he can have 
it all to himself. He can generally be found there 
around 11 p.m. “I can’t imagine my life without 
fitness, because it’d be pretty boring,” he said.

• Age
30  

• Orientation
Gay

• Job title
Model/student

•  Favorite singer
Brandy 

• Favorite type of  
exercise

Bench press

• Favorite book
No Excuses: Power 
of Self Discipline, 
by Brian Tracy

• Favorite movie
Get Out

• Favorite food
Sushi

• Fun fact
I look athletic, but 
I’m not an athlete

Monroe Stevens
TExT BY MOLLY SPrAYrEGEN
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viewpoints

Cambridge mayor’s
call to action
The city of Cambridge, Massachusetts—this writer’s 
hometown—is a stormy hotbed of politics and so-
cial issues, and no person has weathered its vicis-
situdes better than Mayor E. Denise Simmons.

On May 11, Simmons held a town hall meeting 
she dubbed “A Citizen’s Assembly” on race, gender, 
class and culture.

“I recognize the division and increasing polariza-
tion in the country that reverberates in Cambridge, 
too. We cannot divorce ourselves from what’s hap-
pening in the country,” Simmons told the audience.

Cambridge, proudly dubbed “The People’s Repub-
lic of Cambridge,” is ranked as one of the most lib-
eral cities in the United States. And with two of the 
country’s premier institutions of higher learning—
Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology—that draw students and scholars from 
around the world, Cambridge’s showcase of diver-
sity and multiculturalism rivals that of the United 
Nations.

However, when you scratch below Cambridge’s 
surface, there is also a liberal racism that is as in-
tolerant as Southern racism. Just like Southern rac-
ism that keeps Blacks in their place, liberal racism 
does, too. For example, Cambridge’s liberal ruling 
class maintains its racial boundaries not by des-
ignated “colored” water fountains, toilets or res-
taurants, but rather by its zip codes; major street 
intersections known as squares, like the renowned 
Harvard Square; and residential border areas that 
are designated numbers, like Area 4 (now known 

as the Port), which was a predominantly Black poor 
and working-class enclave now gentrified by the 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical boom.

Simmons reminded the audience when renowned 
Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates, in 2009, was 
mistakenly taken as unknown Black man breaking 
and entering into someone’s home that happened 
to be his. It was a story that went viral internation-
ally, leaving a pox on the city.

Segregation in this city is not only along race 
but class lines as well. Poor working-class whites 
and white immigrants do not experience the full-
ness their white skin privilege would abundantly 
afford them if they too were part of Cambridge’s 
professional and/or moneyed class.

Since her tenure as mayor, Simmons has made 
her chamber an open space, leading a series of 
conversations looking at how the city treats its 
citizenry. And, as a lifelong Cantabrigian and the 
country’s first openly African-American lesbian 
mayor, Simmons has a deep commitment in diver-
sity and in improving the quality of life for all Cam-
bridge residents.

“Cambridge is a resource-rich city. I want a city 
where everyone is respected, have access to equal 
opportunity, equal advantage, equal treatment in 
employment, schools, municipal services and our 
police department, regardless of their class, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnicity or zip code,” Simmons 
told the crowd.

With education viewed as a passport to oppor-
tunity and success and with the imperative to 
strengthen Cambridge public schools, Simmons 
opened the town hall meeting with remarks from 
Kamaria Gooding. Gooding is a sixth-generation 
African-American Cantabrigian and a 17-year-old 
graduating senior from Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
School (CRLS) who will be attending Spelman Col-
lege in the fall.

CRLS is noted as a bastion of liberalism, toler-
ance and multiculturalism; however, many in the 

audience were shocked, as I was, to hear Good-
ing’s plea asking to reform the school’s curriculum 
toward a more racially just pedagogy. Gooding ar-
ticulated the demoralizing and deleterious effects 
of valuing whiteness and teaching an exclusively 
all-white Eurocentric curriculum, especially in Eng-
lish and history classes.

“It’s white supremacy with no knowledge of Black 
Americans’ influence in Cambridge, the country and 
abroad. ... Black subjects are offered as electives,” 
Gooding told the audience.

Simmons sees her job and employees at City Hall 
as public servants and as a legislative body work-
ing and addressing the concerns of citizens. The 
town hall meeting successfully aimed to do just 
that. The audience was divided into seven breakout 
groups focusing on three questions:

What issues involving race, gender, class and cul-
ture would you like the city to address?

What do you feel is the impact of race, gender, 
class and culture in regards to the quality of ser-
vices such as employment, housing, public safety 
and education, to name a few?

In the past decade, where have you seen prog-
ress in race, gender, class and culture relations in 
Cambridge?

The top three concerns from all seven breakout 
groups were access to quality public education, ra-
cial profiling by police and other community mem-
bers, and affordable housing.

Simmons has been championing these issues 
since the 1980s as the executive director of the 
Cambridge Civic Unity Committee and now as a 
two-term mayor. Simmons’ indefatigable energy 
and efforts to make Cambridge a model world city 
were heard in her charge to us all.

“I want to make Cambridge a proactive city and 
not a reactive city,” she said. “I know we can do 
better and we must do better. If anybody can get it 
right, Cambridge can. We have the ability. We just 
need to have the desire.”

Trump’s fail

Trump’s “Religious Liberty” Fail
Shows That He Can Be Stopped
 
As a real-estate developer, President Donald Trump 
was no doubt used to saying “Build It!” and, after 
dispensing with pesky zoning and NIMBY matters, 
getting others to do so forthwith.
 Not so with his Muslim ban and, now, his nixed 
“religious liberty” executive order to discriminate 
against LGBTQs and women who had abortions 
and/or used contraceptives. 
 Months after the religious right’s orgasmic antici-
pation of Trump’s gift to them, the “thrice-married, 
porn-loving, pussy-grabbing” creep totally disap-
pointed them. The recent executive order was wide-
ly seen as a banal reassertion of current law, and 
not the wholesale assault on equal employment 
rights and access to public accommodations that 
religious bigots lobbied heavily for and wanted.

 There are three important lessons for the left to 
draw from this:
 1) Right-wing creeps—including “the most pow-
erful man in the world,” aka U.S. presidents—can 
be defeated through popular mobilizations.
 The social movements of the 1960s exempli-
fied this a generation ago in defeating the most 
ideologically right-wing president seen in modern 
times: Richard Nixon. Forcing a wind-down of the 
U.S. war in Southeast Asia, the enactment of affir-
mative action and food stamps, the legalization of 
abortion, and a wave of environmental legislation 
such as the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts—time 
and again, Nixon was forced to do things he didn’t 
want to.
 2) The catastrophic pronouncements of some on 
the left that a Trump presidency meant the inau-
guration of fascism, or something close to it, are 
once again shown to be cartoonish. If Trump truly 
was der Fuhrer, he would have ordered the bigoted 
change, and simply rounded up or murdered any 
who stood in his way.

 Fortunately, the fact that we still do have (yes, 
quite circumscribed) formal democracy means that 
we can speak out, protest and take more aggressive 
direct action and live to take action another day. 
And in this case we can win—all without seriously 
risking life and limb. In a true fascist state, any 
individual, including even ruling-class people, who 
publicly voiced the mildest opposition would have 
found themselves imprisoned, if not dead.
 3) As the Nixon example shows, what is won to-
day is never permanent under capitalism. While 
we won many things despite Nixon, we lost many 
of them during subsequent administrations, both 
Democratic and Republican. So while we have de-
feated Trump for now, we will have to fight hard 
against him and his successors to preserve this 
win, and we won’t ultimately guarantee it until we 
live in a society that is truly democratically run by 
everyone—and that values everyone.

Gay Liberation Network 

Rev. Irene
MONROE
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BY SCOTT C. MOrGAN

For those of you preferring a Windy City “stayca-
tions” to a traveling vacation, here’s a selected 
look at live indoor theater options for the sum-
mer. All shows in Chicago unless otherwise noted.

Of LGBTQ interest
—Loud & Proud, MCL Chicago, 3110 N. Shef-

field Ave. Musical acts, comedy sketches and more 
are a part of this LGBTQ variety show co-hosted 
by Alex Garday and Cat McDonnell. (May 25-June 
15; MCLChicago.com)

—Bright Half Life, About Face Theatre at 
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. An inter-
racial lesbian couple’s relationship is refracted 
through memories and time shifts in this Chicago 
premiere of Tanya Barfield’s 2015 off-Broadway 
drama. (May 26-July 1; AboutFaceTheatre.com)

—Hir, Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted 
St. A transitioning child and a parent with PTSD 
are part of the mix of this 2015 off-Broadway 
drama by award-winning out playwright and per-
formance artist Taylor Mac. (June 19-Aug. 20; 
Steppenwolf.org)

—GAYWATCH, GayCo Productions at The Play-
ground Theatre, 3209 N. Halsted St. Chicago’s 
oldest LGBTQ sketch comedy troupe returns for 
a special Pride show filled with lots of improvi-
sational comedy. (June 23 and 24; GayCo.com)

At the Pride Arts Center
The recently rechristened Pride Arts Center will 

be a hive of activity for its first Pride month. Here 
are just a few of the shows being mounted at its 
two stages at 4139 and 4147 N. Broadway St. For 

tickets and more information, call 800-737-0984 
or visit PrideArtsCenter.com.

—Beds is a double bill of the two-character 
dramas Jerker and Two Boys in Bed on a Cold 
Winter’s Night. (June 4-16).

—Musical Comedy Whore is a one-man musical, 
by Skokie native David Pevsner, focuses on his 
gay partying life mixed amid his diverse acting 
career on both coasts. (May 31-June 4)

—Find out the winner of the Great Trans* Play 
Contest Winner at a special two-night reading. 
(June 9-10).  

—SheFest is an evening of performances fea-
turing queer women. (June 12)

—The Nance is Douglas Carter Beane’s 2013 
Broadway drama looking at a self-loathing gay 
actor known for playing effeminate comic char-
acters in burlesque in 1930s New York. (June 29-
July 30)

—Cor Theatre is also a visiting troupe at the 
Pride Arts Center with the Chicago premiere of 
Jordan Tanahill’s drama Late Company, which fo-
cuses on dinner party between the parents of a 
teenager who committed suicide and the family 
of one of his tormentors. (June 17-July 16; Cor-
Theatre.org)

LGBTQ singing
—Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus teams with mem-

bers of the London Gay Men’s Chorus for a col-
laborative concert at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 25, 
at Ganz Hall within Roosevelt University, 430 S. 
Michigan Ave.; CGMC.org.

—Artemis Singers, Chicago’s lesbian feminist 
chorus since 1980, has a Pride concert and dance 
planned for Saturday, June 17, at First Unitarian 

Church, 5650 S. Woodlawn Ave. For more informa-
tion, visit ArtemisSingers.org.

—The ensembles of the Windy City Gay Cho-
rus (Chicago’s oldest gay choral group) and the 
Windy City Treble Quire mark Pride month with 
a concert titled “Pulse” at 5 and 8 p.m. Saturday, 
June 17, at First United Methodist Church, 77 W. 
Washington St. See WindyCitySings.org.

World and Chicago premieres
—Her Majesty’s Will, Lifeline Theatre, 6912 N. 

Glenwood Ave. This world-premiere play by Rob-
ert Kauzlaric is based upon David Blixt’s novel 
that imagines the lives of young William Shake-

speare and Christopher Marlowe 
amid a plot to assassinate Queen 
Elizabeth. (May 26-July 16; Lifeli-
neTheatre.com)

—Pass Over, Steppenwolf The-
atre, 1650 N. Halsted St. Waiting 
for Godot is the inspiration for 
Antoinette Nwandu’s new drama of 
young urban men stuck in an un-
happy cycle. (June 1-July 9; Step-
penwolf.org)

—Native Gardens, Victory Gar-
dens Theater, N. Lincoln Ave. Tem-
pers flare in this Chicago premiere 
of Karen Zacarias’ drama involving 
a property line dispute that spirals 
out of control. (June 2-July 2; Vic-
toryGardens.org)

—Pilgrims, Gift Theatre, 4802 
N. Milwaukee Ave. Humans are out 
to colonize outer space in Claire 
Kiechel’s world-premiere sci-fi 
drama. (June 2-July 30; TheGift-
Theatre.org)

—The Bridges of Madison 
County, Marriott Theatre, 10 Mar-
riott Drive, Lincolnshire. Com-
poser/lyricist Jason Robert Brown 
(Parade, 13) won a 2014 Tony 
Award for best score for this mu-
sical adaptation of Robert James 
Waller’s best-selling novel. (June 

21-Aug. 13; MarriottTheatre.com)
—Honeymoon in Vegas, Marriott Theatre, 10 

Marriott Drive, Lincolnshire. The 1992 film com-
edy was the inspiration for Jason Robert Brown’s 
critically acclaimed 2014 Broadway musical ad-
aptation. (Aug. 23-Oct. 15; MarriottTheatre.com)

—Something rotten!, Oriental Theatre, 24 W. 
Randolph St. William Shakespeare is a rock star 
while his unknown play writing rivals try to pro-
duce a musical to topple his popularity in this 
self-aware 2015 Broadway musical comedy. (July 
11-July 23; BroadwayInChicago.com)

SUMMER THEATER SPECIAL

Summer theater’s
hottest picks

Photo by Joel Maisonet
WCT reviews Little Miss Sunshine.

20‘Miss’ opportunity3232
Patrick Smith’s Leatherpedia.Italian Village.

david Pevsner
stars in Musical
Comedy Whore.

PR photo

Turn to page 27
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The Radiant
Playwright: Shirley Lauro
At: Genesis Theatrical Productions 
at the Athenaeum, 2936 N. Southport Ave.
Tickets: $32
runs through: June 11

BY MArY SHEN BArNIdGE

In recent years, plays about working women 
have evolved from waitresses, hairdressers and 
secretaries obsessed with personal family issues 
to female CEOs, senators and nuclear physicists 
obsessed with personal family issues.  Traditional 
gender assumptions die hard,you see, making 
even women of proven historical accomplish-

ment vulnerable to reduction of their social role 
to domestic spheres. It may have once been as-
serted that Madame Curie did not say, ”I think 
I’ve discovered radium; I’d better ask a man,” but 
this doesn’t stop Shirley Lauro from depicting the 
founder of radiology as a quasi-Collette romantic 
whose security lay in a male embrace.
 Our play begins with Marie Salomea Sklowdows-
ka Curie mourning the sudden death of Pierre 
Curie, her beloved husband and fellow physicist. 
She refuses the widow’s pension offered by the 
University of Paris, nevertheless, instead propos-
ing to continue in his place. While visiting his 
grave one day, she encounters Paul Langevin, a 
former student bearing flowers and sympathy. De-
spite this devoutly Catholic admirer being irrevo-
cably married, they embark on a clandestine love 
affair. When the liaison is exposed, the resulting 

scandal almost derails the Swedish Academy of 
Sciences awarding Mme. Curie her second Nobel 
Prize.  
 You heard that right: her second Nobel Prize—
one among dozens of international honors recog-
nizing her breakthrough discoveries, many still 
important today, but whom we see toiling in her 
laboratory only twice in Lauro’s text (which com-
presses nearly a decade into a brief 90 minutes), 
its author seeming more preoccupied with her 
heroine defying adversarial colleagues/xenopho-
bic bureaucrats/sexist tabloids, swapping sweet 
nothings with her paramour and consigning her 
children to the care of her giddy young niece. 
Further clouding the narrative is the script’s 
teleplay structure—short scenes, small playing 
areas and multiple locales, making for frequent 
live-performance scene changes rendered only 

marginally less cumbersome by designer Harrison 
Ornelas’ furniture on wheels. 
 The Genesis Theatricals ensemble, under the 
guidance of director Kaitlin Taylor for this Chi-
cago premiere, features a praiseworthy portrayal 
of its iconic subject by Debbie Ruzicka (whose 
real-life science savvy lends credibility to her 
discussions of the experiments that would even-
tually destroy their adventurous perpetrator) and 
game efforts by a trio of supporting players who 
struggle with nebulous dialects and dialogue 
sprinkled with ham-handed manifestos. Marie 
Curie certainly deserves the accolade of her own 
biodrama, but she also deserves a better one than 
this.

THEATER REVIEW

Black Pearl: A 
Tribute to 
Josephine Baker
Playwright: daryl Brooks
At: Black Ensemble Theater, 4450 N. Clark St.
Tickets: $55-$65
runs through: June 18

BY MArY SHEN BArNIdGE

An Art Deco motif nowadays considered only 
fit to be invoked in the rarefied environment of 
museums is that of a smiling young African girl 
wearing a bikini-length skirt fashioned of banan-
as and very little else. 
 Far from being an anonymous colonialist fanta-
sy, though, this gamine is a portrait of Josephine 
Baker, whose career serves as a model for female 
entertainers to this day. Born Freda Josephine 
McDonald in St. Louis, she grew up to become an 

international celebrity, her fame earning her not 
just riches and the adulation of royals, but also 
the power to influence the course of history. 
 Daryl D. Brooks calls his musical extravaganza 
for Black Ensemble a “tribute,” rather than a bi-
ography, but it’s hard to imagine Baker’s story 
being narrated in any but a flattering light: This 
is the woman, after all, who refused to perform 
in racially segregated clubs, who carried secret 
dispatches for the French Resistance in World War 
II and who marched with Martin Luther King Jr. 
She also married four times, conducted countless 
extramarital affairs with both men and women, 
kept a pet cheetah in her dressing room at the 
Folies Bergere and adopted a dozen orphaned 
children of varied ethnicity—but when she died 
in 1975 at the age of 68 (while performing a 
50th-anniversary concert in Paris at the landmark 
Club Bobino), she did so with no regrets, so who 
are we to judge?
 A life lived this fully is not easily summarized 
within the limited performance time of our age, 
forcing Brooks to confine his text to the high 

points of his subject’s journey from the day she 
fled the abuse of domestic employment to be-
come a cocktail waitress at a St. Louis jazz club, 
there to become a dancer in a vaudeville cho-
rus, eventually arriving in New York City during 
the Harlem Renaissance where a featured role in 
a revue by Noble Sissom and Eubie Blake titled 
Shuffle Along attracted the attention of a French 
talent scout. As renditions of “Blue Skies” give 
way to “La Vie en Rose” and “J’ai Deux Amores,” 
we bear witness to our heroine’s strength and 
resilience confronting injustice in the land she 
could never call home.
 The talent is as uniformly excellent as we have 
come to expect at Black Ensemble, but Joan Ruf-
fin and Aeriel Williams, playing, respectively, the 
mature and the youthful Baker, lend such warmth 
to Robert Reddrick and Reuben Echoles’ musical 
arrangements that we feel as lucky to be in the 
same room with them as we would be in the pres-
ence of the legendary persona they share.

3C, A Red Orchid Theatre, through June 4. Da-
vid Adjmi’s comically critical deconstruction of 
the TV series Three’s Company can be unbalanced, 
but an outstanding acting ensemble shows how 
there can be palpable pain behind all those sit-
com laughs. SCM

Into the Beautiful North, 16th Street Theatre, 
Berwyn, through June 3. A young woman travels 
north seeking heroes to protect her dusty Mexican 
village of Tres Camarones (Three Shrimp). Karen 
Zacarias’ adaptation of Luis Albert Urrea’s comic 
picaresque novel blends fancy and contemporary 
truth, colorfully staged with vigor and charm. JA

Objects in the Mirror, Goodman Theatre, 
through June 4. Immigrants all arrive with se-
crets, but even after years of refuge promising 
security and a new start, lives built on lies, how-
ever necessary, make for hard decisions. MSB

We’re Gonna die, Haven Theatre at Den The-
atre, through June 4. A defiant club-worthy band, 
a score by Brooklyn playmaker Young Jean Lee 
and a carnival atmosphere offer rallying anthems 
for those who refuse to go gentle into that good 
night. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

CRITICS’PICKS

c

THEATER REVIEW

Little Miss
Sunshine
Authors: William Finn (music and lyrics) 
and James Lapine (book)  
At: The Edge Theatre, 5451 N. Broadway
Tickets: 773-999-9541 or 
ChicagoTheatreWorkshop.org; 
$32.50-$42.50 
runs through: June 4

BY SEAN MArGArET WAGNEr

There’s something very savvy on paper about 
Chicago Theatre Workshop’s Chicago premiere 
production of Little Miss Sunshine, a musical re-
telling of the 2006 indie movie. Director Maggie 
Portman and Music Director Nick Sula make the 
most of an intimate stage and a small cast, but 
something about the boredom and bitterness 
that haunt the film’s characters so effectively 
gets lost in translation when they must sing 

their innermost thoughts.
If you missed the source material, the musi-

cal does a decent job encapsulating what made 
the road movie so awkwardly lovable. There’s no 
vacancy at the Hoover household when Richard 
and his wife Sheryl and their two kids welcome 
Richard’s father and Sheryl’s brother Frank in 
from the cold. (Grandpa is kicked out of his re-
tirement home and Frank has botched a suicide 
attempt.)  By some stroke of luck, youngest 
daughter Olive is invited to sub in for a disqual-
ified pageant winner and compete for the Little 
Miss Sunshine Crown. But there’s absolutely no 
way they can make it, money’s tight, it’s all the 
way in California and they can’t leave any—ah, 
screw it, everyone in the van! 

Sharyon A. Culberson is a pillar of strength as 
Sheryl, doing the vocal and emotional ground-
ing that tends to go unnoticed as the men in 
her family loudly implode. Likewise, Kyle Klein 
II conveys a changing Dwayne through just fa-
cial expressions, in a misguided attempt to keep 
his family at bay. George Keating flits about the 
family with sardonic remove as Uncle Frank, but 

he hardly gets a satisfying musical moment to 
himself.

The musicality of this family is the code that 
authors William Finn and James Lapine haven’t 
cracked. With some great voices at this produc-
tion’s disposal, it’s a shame when their musical 
moments don’t land with a bigger bang. Ken 
Rubenstein gets to have a little fun as Grandpa 
sings the kids some valuable sex advice, and 
Sophie Kaegi deftly implores us to shake our 
badonkadonks as Olive takes the pageant stage, 
but both moments are saddled with too much 
story (and expectation) to be what they should 
be: spontaneous. Greg Foster gives us a tran-
scending moment as Richard, singing an ode to 
his father in ‘What You Left Behind,” a song so 
touching and simple you’d think it was out of 
another score.

Little Miss Sunshine is a bit of a mixed bag, 
but if you have to wrangle your own motley 
crew of angsty, ornery or impressionable the-
atergoers, it may be just the mixed bag for you. 

Aerial Williams in Black Pearl.
Photo by Michael Courier
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BOY
BY ANNA ZIEGLER

TIMELINE THEATRE
FRIDAY JANUARY 19
INSPIRED BY THE REAL-LIFE STORY OF A BOY WHO CLAIMS

HIS TRUE IDENTITY AFTER BEING RAISED AS A GIRL

THE GENTLEMAN CALLER
BY PHILLIP DAWKINS 
RAVEN THEATRE
FRIDAY MARCH 30  OR  THURSDAY APRIL 12
THE WRITER OF LE SWITCH AND THE HOMOSEXUALS 

MEMPHIS
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY DAVID BRYAN

BOOK AND LYRICS BY JOE DIPIETRO

PORCHLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE @ RUTH PAGE
THURSDAY MAY 3
THE TONY AWARD-WINNING, “EXPLOSIVE”

AND “IRRESISTIBLE” MUSICAL

MACBETH
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

CHICAGO SHAKESPEARE THEATER @ THE YARD
WEDNESDAY JUNE 6 

FROM THE AWARD-WINNING TEAM OF CST’S THE TEMPEST,

AARON POSNER AND MAGICIAN TELLER

$280

EMAIL
AMY@WINDYCITYMEDIAGROUP.COM

FOR AN ORDER FORM
SHOWS, LOCATIONS, DATES/TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

NO REQUESTS FOR ALTERNATE DATES WILL BE GUARANTEED.

FOR ALL 8 SHOWS!
RECEPTIONS BEFORE MANY SHOWS!

TREVOR: THE MUSICAL
BOOK AND LYRICS BY DAN COLLINS

MUSIC BY JULIANNE WICK DAVIS

WRITERS THEATRE
THURSDAY AUGUST 10
BASED ON THE ACADEMY AWARD-WINNING

FILM ABOUT A GAY 13-YEAR-OLD BOY WHO

IS A FAN OF DIANA ROSS

FUN HOME
MUSIC BY JEANINE TESORI 

BOOK AND LYRICS BY LISA KRON

VICTORY GARDENS THEATER
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 26
THE FIVE TIME TONY AWARD-WINNING MUSICAL

CHOIR BOY
BY TARELL ALVIN MCCRANEY

RAVEN THEATRE
THURSDAY OCTOBER 12 

FROM THE WRITER OF THE 

OSCAR-WINNING FILM, MOONLIGHT

BLKS
BY AZIZA BARNES

STEPPENWOLF THEATRE 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 8
“RIOTOUSLY FUNNY… 

A TRULY ORIGINAL AMERICAN VOICE”

60%
Sold!
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Ideation
Written by: Aaron Loeb
directed by: Gus Menary
At: Jackalope Theater Company 
Broadway Armory Park, 5917 N. Broadway
Tickets: JackalopeTheatre.org: $15-25
runs through: June 17

BY ErIC KArAS

What if you were assigned a task at work that 
could potentially kill other human beings? That 
is the premise behind Ideation, Aaron Loeb’s dra-
ma/comedy being produced by Jackalope Theater 
company at the Broadway Armory. 
 A successful team headed by family man Ted 
(Michael Kingston) and Brock (Japhet Balaban) 
have to decide on a means of killing and dis-
posing of people infected with a pandemic. They 
have engineer Sandeep (Kaiser Zaki Ahmed) for 
the details and corporate executive Hannah (Ra-
chel Sullivan) overseeing the project. A hapless 
intern, Sooter (Henry Greenberg), is there to 
write everything down. Their overall job is to 
whiteboard their suggestions and plan and pres-
ent it to this all powerful god-like CEO.
 This is a well-written and -acted drama with 
lots of comedy. As they write on the board, things 
get more and more intense. Eventually, they start 
becoming paranoid and turn on one another—
becoming a bit “Ten Little Indians,” with every-

one pointing the finger and not trusting each an-
other. It’s 90 minutes with no intermission, and 
the time flies by because it’s very engrossing. 
 Michael Kingston’s Ted is blustery and exasper-
ated; at times, I wasn’t sure if his sputtering was 
nerves with the script or his acting choice. One 
can’t help but identify with his need to just get 
this all over with. The play belongs to Japhet 
Balaban as Brock, his arrogant intense perfor-
mance really brings everything together in this 
piece. Rachel Sullivan’s Hannah gives voice to the 
women in the office who have to be tougher than 
their male counterparts just to get respect. Kai-
ser Zaki Ahmed’s Sandeep is funny and his break 
to bring humanity to their discussion rings true. 
Unfortunately Sullivan and Ahmed do not have 
good chemistry together which makes their rela-
tionship slightly unbelievable. Henry Greenberg’s 
Scooter is amusing and you wish he was in the 
action more. 
 Overall, director Gus Menary keeps things mov-
ing and interesting in a one set environment, a 
meeting room. This play seems to be about many 
things. Who are the villains? The ones who actu-
ally kill people or the people who put those plans 
in motion? Where in the chain is the responsible 
party? When does discussing a plan become the 
plan? When the killing starts, how do you know 
you won’t be next? These are just a few of the 
things that come to mind. A very thought-pro-
voking but funny play, it’s definitely worth see-
ing.

 

Lesbian love songs are in the mix of Things 
to ruin: The Songs of Joe Iconis. Refuge 
Theatre Project presents the local premiere of 
this “theatrical rock concert” in a venue that 
describes itself as “Chicago’s Original Punk Bar 
since 1981.” Things to Ruin: The Songs of Joe 
Iconis continues through Sunday, June 18, at 
Exit Chicago, 1315 W. North Ave. Performances 
are at 7:30 p.m. Fridays through Sundays. Tick-
ets are $20. Visit RefugeTheatre.com. 
 Caption: Lauren Paris, with Kedgrick 
Pullums Jr., Thomas Squires and deanalis 

Resto in the background in Refuge Theatre 
Project’s Things to Ruin. Photo by Zeke 
dolezalek

SPOTLIGHTe

rachel Sullivan and 
Japhet Balaban
in Ideation.
Photo by 
Joel Maisonet

BY MArY SHEN BArNIdGE

Your favorite neighborhood playhouses don’t 
close from Memorial to Labor Day, like they did 
when many of them didn’t have air-conditioning.
 However, the summer season also hosts a num-
ber of theatrical entertainments suited for balmy 
temperatures and lengthy daylight hours. Here 
are some of them. (*= free event)

 
One-stop destinations

First Folio Theatre, Peabody Estate at May-
slake, 1717 W. 31st St., Oak Brook: Shakespeare’s 
As You Like It is a romantic comedy set amid 
leafy greenswards, so what better place to stage 
it than on the grounds of an estate adjoining a 
1919-vintage Tudor Revival mansion? From July 
15 to Aug. 20, you can stroll the grounds, dine 
on a box supper (ordered in advance) and pretend 
you’re in the Forest of Arden instead of barely a 
quarter of a mile away from Illinois Route 83. 
Information and schedule are at FirstFolio.org.

Oak Park Festival Theatre, Austin Gardens, 167 
Forest Ave., Oak Park: Located in the heart of Oak 
Park’s historical district, this 43-year-old troupe 
presents Shakespeare’s Macbeth June 15-July 22 
before making way for the 20th-anniversary pro-
duction of The Fair Maid of the West—Thomas 
Heywood’s classic swashbuckler, adapted by 
Kevin Theis—whose premiere production in 1995 
launched a golden age of stage combat for Chi-
cago (and a few Hollywood careers, too), playing 
July 27-Sept. 2. Those wishing to nosh alfresco 
can find supplies at nearby Trader Joe’s (but keep 
the alcohol under wraps, okay?). Information and 
schedule at OakParkFestival.com 

*Shakespeare’s Motley Crew, Winnemac Park, 
5100 N. Leavitt St., Chicago: For its fifth season, 
this neighborhood ensemble presents Midsummer 
Mayhem: The Very Witching Hour, a company-
generated mashup of Shakespeare’s favorite weird 
sisters and midnight hags, playing on weekends 
Aug. 4-27. Picnics can be assembled with proven-
der from the flagship Mariano’s on Lawrence Av-
enue. Information and schedule at smcplays.org

 
Neighborhood tours  

*Chicago Shakespeare Theater: Adapter Marti 
Lyons whittles Shakespeare‘s Romeo and Juliet 
down to a brisk, family-friendly 75 minutes for 
a traveling production whose itinerary between 
July 26 and Aug. 27 ranges from 96th Street to 
Loyola Avenue. Complete schedule and locations 
at Chicagoshakes.com

*Midsommer Flight: No matter how dark the 
play’s themes, Shakespeare’s actors played in 
daylight and so does this North Side company 
July 8-Aug. 27. This year’s presentation is the 
shadowy revenge tragedy, Hamlet, in a 100-min-
ute adaptation directed by Beth Wolf, featuring 
sword fights by Chris Smith and Maureen Yasko. 
Complete schedule and locations at midsommer-

flight.com
*Theatre Hikes: Lovers, clowns and magical 

sprites chase each other through the woods in 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and so do the au-
diences in these promenade-staged daytime pro-
ductions performed between June 24 and July 30 
amid real-life foliage in Horner and Wicker Parks, 
the Morton Arboretum and the North Park Village 
Nature Center. Complete schedule and locations 
at theatrehikes.org 

 
Indoor festivals 

Baudelaire in a Box Project, Links Hall at 
Constellation, 3111 N. Western Ave., Chicago: 
Theater Oobleck presents the final episode of its 
nine-part multimedia adaptation of 19th-century 
poet Charles Baudelaire’s scandalous Les Fleurs du 
Mal, in a 15-hour festival performance spanning 
the weekend of Aug. 4-6. More information at 
TheatreOobleck.com

Chicago Fringe Festival, Jefferson Park, Chi-
cago: An international array of comedies, dramas, 
musicals, performance artists and “unclassifi-
ables” play at five venues in the Jefferson Park 
district between the dates of Aug. 30 and Sept. 
10. Complete schedule and locations are at Chi-
cagoFringe.org.

SUMMER THEATER SPECIAL

Chicago theaters
offer warm staycations

Oak Park Festival Theatre’s MacBeth.
Photo courtesy of Oak Park Festival Theatre



EVENTS

Spacey honored
while Billings hosts
Steppenwolf gala

There were two major theater fundraisers on May 13 in 
Chicago. One celebrated one of the most respected actors 
working in movies today, and the other a multifaceted 
actress returning to her roots in a city that sparked her 
bright career. 

Kevin Spacey received the Gene Siskel Film Center Re-
naissance Award at the Four Seasons Chicago after a cock-
tail reception and a discussion led by actor Jeremy Piven 
covering Spacey’s lengthy career. 

Spacey stopped to talk with Windy City Times on the 
red carpet about his upcoming film Billionaire Boys Club, 
based on the past story and film starring Judd Nelson, 
although with a different take on it. He said that this is 
the second film he shot last year with actor Ansel Elgort. 

He also mentioned that his character in House of Cards 
“would get firmly behind Donald Trump in order to push 
him in the right direction!” 

Entourage actor Jeremy Piven spoke with WCT about how 
lucky he was to be an ensemble member of the TV series 
Ellen and how groundbreaking it was. “I encouraged Ellen 
Degeneres to come out for a while before she did publicly, 
because she was so funny and a self empowered woman. 
I knew that she would lead the way to be a great spokes-
person,” he said. “She did and continues to.” He added 
that he regretted missing the 20th-anniversary celebration 
of the epic moment because of filming in Vancouver. He 
was excited to tell that CBS picked up his new TV show, 
Wisdom of the Crowd, for syndication the day before arriv-
ing at the gala. 

A dinner was provided during the Q&A presentation that 
included Spacey’s impressions of Johnny Carson and Bill 
Clinton. Piven showed his own talents by impersonating 
Owen Wilson to laughs from the crowd. 

Meanwhile, Transparent star Alexandra Billings kicked 

off the Steppenwolf’s annual gala with a cabaret-style act 
then launched into a hilarious bit on how gay the night 
would be: “It is a gay-la after all!” Billings reminisced 
about auditioning in the past for Steppenwolf and how 
different times were back then for the trans actress in-
cluding her struggles. The transgender actress/entertainer 
mentioned how kind the late Martha Lavey was to her. 

It was a unique format this year for the iconic theater 
company to have Billings emcee and perform. She finished 
her set with an emotional rendition of Radiohead’s “Creep” 
that brought down the house. 

A live auction offered prizes such as a barbecue in the 
home of a Steppenwolf ensemble member Tom Irwin, a 
dinner with comedian Chris Rock and Lady Gaga concert 
tickets. Paddles were raised to more than $10,000 for each 
item, totaling more than $150,000 for the experiences. 

Afterward, out singer JC Brooks brought his soulful band 
along to many upbeat tunes that had the crowd getting 
their groove on. A late-night DJ played at the after party 
in the spacious tent located next to the theater on Hal-
sted. 

Photos and text by Jerry Nunn
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Alexandra Billings.
Photo by Jerry Nunn

Kevin Spacey (left) and Jeremy Piven.
Photo by Jerry Nunn
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NOW PLAYING
847-242-6000 | WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG

The Tony Award-winning Musical —  
Best Book and Best Original Score!

ABOUT FACE
THEATRE
PRESENTS

Rewind. Pause. Fast Forward. Love in freefall...

by dominique morisseau   
directed by ron oj parson

Original music  cOmpOsed by orbert davis

midwest premiere

  HHH
“juicy and resonanT” 
     – Chicago Tribune

      “sCorCHinG”
          – Chicago Sun-Times

“aBsoLuTe autHentiCitY”
 – Stage and Cinema
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BY JOANNA FUrNANS
 
Although summer doesn’t officially begin for an-
other couple of weeks, the 2017 Chicago summer 
dance season wastes no time getting started. 
Here’s what should fill your dance card this sea-
son:
 —The free grand-finale performance of the 
Chicago Human rhythm Project’s third annual 
“STOMPING GROUNDS” series will celebrate five 
of Chicago’s percussive dance companies. This is 
an exciting opportunity to see works from the 
Ensemble Español Spanish Dance Theater, the 
Mexican Folkloric Dance Company of Chicago, the 
Muntu Dance Theatre of Chicago, the Trinity Irish 
Dance Company, and the Chicago Human Rhythm 
Project all on the same night. (7:30 p.m. Friday, 
June 2, at the Studebaker Theater, 410 S. Michi-
gan Ave.)
 —red Clay dance’s annual spring concert, 
“The Art of Resilience,” will feature two world 
premieres by founding artistic director, Vershawn 
Sanders-Ward, alongside repertory favorites. The 
evening is “devoted to complex and intersect-
ing narratives connected to identity. Themes 
of resistance, community, power and fortitude, 
womanhood, and the right to self-determination 
are given narrative in five complementary works 
infused with Red Clay’s signature Afro-contem-
porary style.” (7:30 p.m. Saturday, June 3, and 
3:30 p.m. Sunday, June 4, at the Reva and David 
Logan Center for the Arts, 915 E. 60th St.; Red-
ClayDance.com)
 —The fifth annual Pivot Arts Festival will 
spotlight site-specific dance performances by 
the mesmerizing and thorough Ayako Kato/Art 
Union Humanscape in an exploration of “move-
ment and stillness” and Synapse Arts presenting 
its new work “soften every edge”. The following 
weekend will highlight Same Planet Performance 

Project’s production of “Honey,” a contemporary 
dance interpretation of disco-era eroticism. Al-
though problematic in its singular point of view, 
the dancing is divine. (3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday, 
June 4, and 6 p.m. Saturday, June 10, at FLATstu-
dio, 1136 W. Wilson Ave.; PivotArts.org)
 —SheFest (formerly LezFest) promises to be 
a pride-revving performance celebration of mul-
tiple “experiences of queer femininity.” Held at 
the Pride Arts Center (PAC) and hosted by Pride 
Films and Plays, this event has a dense and di-
verse line-up of performers including dance artist 
Jessica Martin, who’s new work aptly reminds au-
diences that differences in appearance, mobility, 
and sexual orientation are far more complex than 
meets the eye. (7:30 p.m. Monday, June 12, 4139 
N. Broadway; PrideFilmsAndPlays.com/she-fest/)
 —The “JIM”—an innovative new summer pro-
gram for adult dance and somatic practices—is 
the brainchild of dancer and producer Jessica 
Marasa, in collaboration with the Chicago Moving 
Company. In addition to offering a wide range 
of classes, workshops and community discus-
sions open to dancers and non-dancers alike, 
this three-week series will include informal Friday 
night performances by local and visiting dance-
makers. Most notably, Chicago dancer Darrell 
Jones and NYC-based Michelle Boulé will come 
together to perform improvised research relating 
to a larger work they are making with the leg-
endary Bebe Miller. This is a rare opportunity to 
witness some of the best contemporary dancers 
in the field practice their craft. (7:30 p.m. Friday, 
June 30, Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 3035 N. Hoyne 
Ave.; TheJim.org)
 —Thodos dance Chicago produces its final 
“New Dances” series featuring fresh work by eight 
company ensemble members flexing their cho-
reographic and directorial muscles for a change. 
(7:30 p.m. on Saturday, July 15, and 3 p.m. Sun-

day, July 16, at the Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. 
Southport Ave; AthenaeumTheatre.org)
 —It remains to be seen whether the Chicago 
dance Crash are “friends of Dorothy,” but this 
summer the company is serving up a “hip-hop 
origin story of the yellow brick road” with its 
new production, “The Bricklayers of Oz,” for the 
company’s 15th-anniversary season. (8 p.m. July 
28-29, 3 p.m. July 30 and 8 p.m. Aug. 4-5, Ruth 
Page Center for the Arts, 1016 N. Dearborn St.; 
ChicagoDanceCrash.com)

 —August brings the annual Dance For Life 
fundraiser and performance event that Chicago 
Dancers United will host. In addition to the part-
ner companies that perform each year (Giordano 
Dance Chicago, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago 
and The Joffrey Ballet) this 26th-anniversary 
performance will include works by Jessica Miller 
Tomlinson, Visceral Dance Chicago and Randy 
Duncan, among others. Proceeds from the event 
go directly to the AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
and The Dancers’ Fund, which supports dancers 
in the community as they manage critical health 
issues. (7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, at the Au-
ditorium Theatre, 50 E. Congress Pkwy.; Chicago-
DancersUnited.org)
 —In its second year, “SET FrEE” will hold the 
culminating performances of its five-month artist 
residency with an eclectic mix of talented and 
thought-provoking dance and performance art-
ists. This year’s artists include J’Sun Howard mak-
ing a contemporary dance trio about “black boy 
joy;” BraveSoulMovement (David “BRAVEMONK” 
Haywood and Kelsa “K-Soul” Robinson) using 
street-dance vocabularies to delineate space 
for dialog and delight; Lindsey Barlag Thornton 
and ensemble in a devised dance/theater per-
formance; and Jessica Marasa and Katie Ernst in 
an exploration of improvised continuity. (7 p.m. 
Thursday-Sunday, Aug. 24-27 at Links Hall, 3111 
N. Western Ave.; LinksHall.org)
 —Finally, end your summer on a body-positive 
up note with the raucous, radical and racy “Fly 
Honey Show.” Created and directed by choreog-
rapher Erin Kilmurray and produced by the artist 
collaborative The Inconvenience, the show has a 
bit of a cult following in town. Known for promot-
ing “self-love” and its sex-positive performance, 
the show is a full-on cabaret celebrating all man-
ner of shapes, shades, genders and genres. (Aug. 
10-Sept. 2 at The Den Theatre, 1331 N. Milwau-
kee Ave.; TheFlyHoneyShow.com)

WCT writer in
Steppenwolf event

Windy City Times senior entertainment writer 
Jerry Nunn will be part of “You’re Being Ridicu-
lous: PRIDE,” which will take place the first 
three Wednesdays (7, 14 and 21) of June at 8 
p.m. at Steppenwolf Theatre’s 1700 Theatre, an 
80-seat cabaret-style space connected to Step-
penwolf’s Front Bar: Coffee and Drinks at 1700 
N. Halsted St..

Nunn plans to tell his coming-out story on 
June 7.

Tickets are $20 each; visit Steppenwolf.org 
or call 312-335-1650.

‘Black Pearl’
benefit June 3

A benefit performance of Black Ensemble 
Theatre’s Black Pearl: A Tribute to Josephine 
Baker will take place Saturday, June 3, at 8 
p.m. at the theater, 4450 N. Clark St.

The $50 ticket includes a private recep-
tion preceding the performance and premium 
seating. Proceeds benefit The Legacy Project, 

which educates the public about the many roles 
LGBT people have played in the advancement 
of world history and culture.

This performance is made possible through 
Jackie Taylor, the Black Ensemble Theatre and 
Dr. Paul Lisnek. See https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/black-pearl-benefit-for-the-legacy-proj-
ect-tickets-34629085527.

New CSO album
out June 16

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra (CSO) is 
releasing its eighth recording with Music Di-
rector Riccardo Muti on its own CSO Resound 
label—Bruckner: Symphony No. 9 in D Minor 
($19.99)—worldwide via retail and online out-
lets on June 16.

Anton Bruckner’s Ninth Symphony was re-
corded live in June 2016 at Orchestra Hall. 
Muti dedicated the performance to “all the or-
chestra musicians who have made the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra great in Chicago and for 
the world.”

The CSO’s commercial recording history be-
gan more than 100 years ago, on May 1, 1916.

Fly Honey Show.
Photo by Matthew Gregory hollis

SUMMER DANCE SPECIAL

Dance heats up
this summer



BY CHArLSIE dEWEY

With her new single “One Kiss,” musician Chelsea 
Shag wants to spread a message of universal love.

Shag released a video recently for the song that 
shows a mix of diverse couples sharing a kiss. The 
couples include a lesbian couple, a gay couple 
and two mixed-race straight couples. 

I think it’s important in this time,” Shag said. 
“I’m all about love, whatever race, man or wom-
an, and I just want to express that through my 
music too.”

Shag, who is lesbian, said she wants anyone 
struggling to come out to feel supported and that 
it is okay to be who they are and hopes the song 

and video’s message help them.
“If they are in the situation where they can’t 

come out or are scared to be themselves, I want 
them to know they’re not alone and that love is 
love.”

She added, “In America, there is a lot of culture 
that is so anti-gay and Trump-minded people so 
it’s kind of scary and I want them to know, you 
are not alone.”

Shag said the idea for the music video came 
about with help from her partner.

“I’d imagined a diverse crowd of people in my 
video, but wasn’t sure how [to do that], and she 
said ‘right in the chorus I just see people kissing 
and they are diverse.’ We started with this idea 
together.”

Shag said the song originally was written a few 
years ago when she had fallen for a friend.

“I was really infatuated with this person who 
was my friend and I got inspired to write a song,” 
she said. “I started with a beat and it came 
out of me in the moment, because I was feel-
ing so intensely about this person. I thought, if 
something were to happen between us, would it 

change our friendship, and I had no idea. I was 
just expressing that.”

“One Kiss” will be on Shag’s full-length album 
coming out in the fall. She said while the songs 
on the album are varied, love is definitely a main 
theme. 

“Most of my songs are about love. … They all 
sound very different from each other, but they’re 
all about love.”

Shag said it’s hard to describe her sound and 
style of music because she draws from a variety of 
genres and influences, but she particularly loves 
pop and R&B and said she is a big John Mayer 
fan.

“I love his style and writing and what he writes 
about,” she said. 

She also finds inspiration from Jimi Hendrix, 
Stevie Wonder, Michael Jackson, Erykah Badu, 
Amy Winehouse, Ella Fitzgerald, Fleetwood Mac, 
Justin Timberlake and Pharrell, to name a few.

Shag is recording her album in Atlanta where 
she lives. She is working with music producer 
Stefan Skarbek [who has worked with Amy Wine-
house and Lily Allen].

“I never worked with him before [“One Kiss”] 
and he kind of brought something different out 
of me and that was a really cool to experience, 
so I look forward to recording the other songs,” 
she said.

Shag said Atlanta is a great place to be a musi-
cian. 

“There is such a great underground scene in 
Atlanta. It’s so diverse and there are so many tal-
ented people. What’s different from other cities is 
we really support each other. People go to each 
other’s shows. I play guitar for someone and she 
sings backup for me. It’s really supportive and 
cool.”

Shag said “One Kiss” is already spreading the 
love. During filming for the music video two of 
the actors hired for the shoot turned out to have 
met previously and had been interested in each 
other. 

“They consider that as their first date and plan 
on going on another date,” Shag said of the men.

“One Kiss” is available on iTunes, Amazon and 
Spotify.
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Kick Off Pride Month in Chicago

The GODFREY Rooftop
127 W. Huron at LaSalle, Chicago

Enjoy sponsored cocktails,
cash bar and light fare.

FRIENDS

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017
VIP EVENT 5

GENERAL ADMISSION 6  8

BENEFITING

Join event chairs
Andrew Arden Hayes 

& Kinley Preston 
as they 

PREMIERE 
SPONSORS VIP SPONSORS

Don’t MISS

the PARTY!

ONLINE TICKETING NOW OPEN

VISIT

tinyurl.com/OUTOFTHEOFFICE17WCT

 or go to 

Eventbrite.com 

and search “Out of the Office” 

Early Bird pricing ends 

on 5/30 at 5 p.m.
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VIP Reception hosted 
by the

Musician 
Chelsea
Shag wants 
to spread 
the love

Chelsea Shag.
PR photo

http://www.tinyurl.com/outoftheofficewct
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BY JErrY NUNN

Chicago is finally heating up, with the summer 
movie season now in full swing. There are many 
new releases primed and ready for the air-condi-
tioned theater. Every year there is a variety of big 
budget popcorn flicks mixed with a few possible 
special-effect Oscar contenders.

This list will give an idea of what to see—and 
possibly what to skip.

May
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2: The outer-

space story has already smashed much of the 
competition this month, with humor and visual 
effects. The regular version has enough going on 
so skip the 3-D price tag and just enjoy the roller-
coaster without it. 

Many stuffy critics did not enjoy Mother’s Day 
weekend release Snatched; for others, including 
myself, Amy Schumer was much more than just a 
comedic boob. She was not afraid to let actors 
like Wanda Sykes shine. Joan Cusack steals every 
scene without even uttering a word. Snatched is 
a feel-good movie that starts off the summer with 
a light-hearted adventure. 

Don’t get stabbed by King Arthur: Legend of 
the Sword, though. Director Guy Ritchie is not 
known for his character development, and that 
is where this classic tale falls apart. Audiences 
are not exactly stampeding to the cineplexes, as 
plummeting box-office sales have trampled the 
plan for a six-movie franchise. 

Alien: Covenant was recently reviewed in 
Windy City Times and is a hit already with a smart 

storyline, deft direction and stellar acting. 
Baywatch hits the beach for nostalgic fans of 

the TV show, and I am betting to see a cameo or 
two. If a shirtless Dwayne Johnson or Zac Efron 
in drag can’t save a life no one can. May 25. 

Still not wet? Try the day after with the pre-
miere of Pirates of the Caribbean: dead Men 
Tell No Tales. This shopworn series sets sail with 
Johnny Depp channeling rocker Keith Richards 
once again. It’s out May 26.

June
Pride month arrives with a rainbow of movies. 

A gaggle of gays screamed for joy at a recent 
screening I attended when the Wonder Woman 
trailer played. Gal Gadot, as the warrior princess 
Diana, has a lot riding on her skinny shoulders 
on June 2.  

For The Mummy (out June 9), Tom Cruise did 
his own stunts in zero gravity for this time-worn 
tale in a reboot that has an Egyptian goddess as 
the villain instead of a man wrapped in gauze. 
Does he still have what it takes to carry a big-
budget movie?

Transformers: The Last Knight: Director Mi-
chael Bay isn’t apparently stopping until this 
franchise rusts out or runs out of steam in a 
fifth installment of Transformers. Don’t go blind, 
as the 3-D version might overwhelm the senses. 
June 21

July 
Spider-Man: Homecoming: Who isn’t excited 

about a new take on our favorite arachnid/hu-
man hybrid in tights? This time, the young Peter 

Parker studies in high school during the day and 
fights rotten scoundrels at night as Spider-Man. 
This second reboot has unforgettable lines de-
livered by Robert Downey Jr. as Iron Man, and 
Michael Keaton playing avian baddie Vulture. 
How can Spidie not swing into success this time? 
July 7

War for the Planet of the Apes: The monkeys 
go bananas once again as Caesar and the gang 
return for war against the humans, with hairy re-
sults. July 14. 

The Emoji Movie: This computer-animated film 
might need a filter as the smartphone landscape 
is explored in the world of Textopolis. The emojis 
are voiced by a plethora of comedy stars, but Pat-
rick Stewart (as Poop) reeks of a bad idea. July 28

August 
Summer winds down with several sequels at 

this time. We have quite a range, from horror 
doll-centered Annabelle: Creation to a purple 
squirrel cartoon called The Nut Job 2: Nutty by 
Nature. They’re both out Aug. 11.

The Hitman’s Bodyguard might have the best 
movie poster ever, with a parody of The Body-
guard that starred Kevin Costner and Whitney 
Houston. Ryan Reynolds sweeps Samuel L. Jack-
son right off his feet in the photo. Aug. 25  

Stephen King’s The dark Tower hits the desert 
Aug. 4, with The Gunslinger, Roland Deschain, 
roaming a dying world while hoping for a multi-

picture deal with this eight-book series. Only 
time will tell if audiences are ready to commit. If 
it fails, there is always King’s It to drag us down 
into the fall movie season sewer in September.

SUMMER MOVIE SPECIAL

Aliens, apes and
Annabelle all part
of summer’s box office

dwayne Johnson (left) and Zac Efron in Baywatch.
Photo from Paramount

The Emoji Movie.
Image courtesy of Sony

Chicago Home 
Theater Festival 
through May 29

The Chicago Home Theater Festival will 
take place through May 29 in various spots 
around the city.

Some of the featured artists will include xi-
cana cultural producer Afr@cubarican DJ and 
performance artist Jacquelyn Carmen Guer-
rero (CQQCHIFRUIT), transfeminine dance 
artist Darling Shear and Surviving the Mic 
Executive Director Nikki Patin.

International women’s-rights advocate 
Bernardine Dohrn and writer and activist Bill 
Ayers (Kenwood); queer Black scholar and 
author E. Patrick Johnson (Bronzeville); and 
cultural producers Elijah McKinnon and Kris-
ten Kaza (Humboldt Park) are some of the 
2017 hosts.

All events begin with a tour from a desig-
nated CTA bus stop to the home. More infor-
mation is provided upon purchase of a ticket.

Visit ChicagoHTF.org.
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Chicago Underground
Film Festival 
May 31-June 4

The Chicago Underground Film Festival will 
showcase more than 100 unique visual works May 
31-June 4 at the Logan Theater, 2646 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. 

Among the LGBT movies that will part of the 
festival are Whatever Happened to Gelitin, The 
Magic Hedge and Cruising Elsewhere. “Gelitin” 
(82 minutes) features artist/art dealer/actor Sal-
vatore Viviano setsting out on a cinematic search 
for Gelitin, an Austrian performance group. 

“Hedge,” a nine-minute short, involves same-
sex encounters within trees and shrubbery; and 
“Cruising” (13 minutes) involves memories of a 
once-legendary gay beach.

Tickets are $20 for opening night, which in-
cludes admission to after-party at Elastic Arts, 
and are $10 per program. Festival passes are also 
available for $90, which grants admission to all 
screenings and events (excluding opening night); 
visit Universe.com/cuffchicago and CUFF.org for 
tickets and schedules.

Cinema/Chicago
promote Kutza, 
Plauché

Cinema/Chicago, the parent organization of the 
Chicago International Film Festival, announced 
the promotion of two longtime employees.

Mimi Plauche has been named artistic direc-
tor of the Chicago International Film Festival and 
Cinema/Chicago, effective immediately. Michael 
Kutza, who founded the festival in 1964 and has 
since served as artistic director, will continue to 
serve as the president and CEO.

The 53rd Chicago International Film Festival 
will take place Oct. 12-26 at Chicago’s AMC River 
East theater; entries are now open at Chicago-
FilmFestival.com/submit.

House-music film
looks at gay origins

A new two-part documentary by the British 
television broadcaster Channel 4—entitled I Was 
There When House Took Over the World—is com-
ing out this month, according to teleSUR.tv. 

The film will highlight the origins of house mu-
sic: the Black gay scene in Chicago’s South Side.

“House Was Born” focuses on the social and 
cultural environment that gave rise to the genre, 
while “House Went Global” explores the music’s 
ascent.

The article is at http://www.telesurtv.net/
english/news/New-Documentary-Explores-Black-
Gay-History-of-House-Music-20170517-0024.
html.

Web series looks
at South Side,
queer women of color 

Quare Life is a comedy web series centering the 
lives of a group of Chicago queer women of color 
on the city’s South Side.

The series centers on Michelle Jones (played 
by Ambria Sylvain) who has a nice home, a girl-
friend, and a foot on the rung of professional as-
cension. When her marriage proposal is rejected 
and work contract ends; Michelle must rely on her 
close friends, twin brother and formerly homo-
phobic mother for support.

Quare Life is the brainchild of Chicago-based 
writer M Shelly Conner, who also curates the 
dapperqueer lifestyle website DapperVista.com; 
she also is the founder and executive director of 
Quare Square Collective, Inc.

Sylvain, Tara Smith, Dominica Strong and 
transgender comedian Dina Nina Martinez star in 
the series.

A crowdfunding campaign runs until Sunday, 
May 21, at SeedAndSpark.com/fund/quare-life. 
For updates on production and screenings, follow 
Quare Life on Instagram and Facebook as well as 
the DapperVista.com website.

Lea DeLaria seems to have achieved overnight stardom with her SAG Award–winning, standout 
role as Carrie ‘Big Boo’ Black in the Netflix hit series, Orange is the New Black. However, 
DeLaria’s multifaceted career as a comedian, actress, and jazz musician has, in fact, spanned 
decades.
 DeLaria holds the distinction of being the first openly gay comic on television in America, 
which led to countless television and film roles portraying police lieutenants, PE teachers, and 
the lesbian who inappropriately hits on straight women. Her TV credits include Awkward, 
Clarence, Californication, The Oblongs, One Live to Live, Law and Order: SVU, Will and 
Grace, Friends, and Matlock, and her film credits include First Wives Club, Dear Dumb Diary, 
and Edge of Seventeen.
 She’s received Obie and Theater World Awards and a Drama Desk nomination for her 
portrayal of Hildy in the Public Theatre’s revival of On the Town, an Ovation nomination for The 
Boys From Syracuse, and has played both Eddie and Dr. Scott in the gender-bending Broadway 
musical The Rocky Horror Show.
 DeLaria was the featured vocalist at the 50th-anniversary Newport Jazz Festival, and she has 
performed in some of the most prestigious houses in the world, including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln 
Center, Chicago’s Symphony Center, the Hollywood Bowl, Royal Albert Hall, and the Sydney 
Opera House.
 DeLaria has five records on the Warner Jazz and Classics label, and her book Lea’s Book of 
Rules for the World is in its third printing at Bantam Doubleday and Dell.
 Her sixth record, House Of David: delaria+bowie=jazz, was released in summer 2015 to 
critical acclaim.
 Lea DeLaria will be performing an evening of comedy of music at Ravinia’s historic Martin 
Theatre on June 25. This show is 18+. Tickets and show information are available at ravinia.org.
 Follow Lea on Twitter and Instagram @realleadelaria and Facebook. www.delariadammit.
com.
 Chicago Connection: Lea has been a long-time activist, who two years ago, received the 
Equality Illinois Freedom Award for her work as a cutting-edge performer who has used her 
talent to entertain and enlighten millions of Americans. On receiving the award at the 2015 
Equality Illinois Gala in Chicago, DeLaria said, “As an out performer for over 33 years who 
made it her life’s work to change peoples perception of butch, queer and LGBT, it is an honor 
for me to receive such recognition from my home state. I feel like I’m doing Belleville proud. 
Go Maroons !”
 Lea will be riding in a convertible near the front of the parade procession.

PRIDEChicago 
2017 GRAND MARSHAL:

LEA 
DeLARIA

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

—An American in Paris, Oriental Theatre, 
24 W. Randolph St. Out director/choreographer 
Christopher Wheeldon won a 2015 Tony Award for 
this acclaimed screen-to-stage adaptation of the 
1951 Gene Kelly film following the adventures of 
an American G.I. in post-WWII Paris. (July 25-
Aug. 13; BroadwayInChicago.com)

Big revivals
—ragtime, Griffin Theatre Company at Den 

Theatre, 1333 N. Milwaukee Ave. The epic 1998 
Broadway musical adaptation of E.L. Doctorow’s 
sprawling novel is back in a very intimate set-
ting. (May 27-July 16; GriffinTheatre.com)

—The King and I, Oriental Theatre, 24 W. Ran-
dolph St. Rodgers and Hammerstein’s beloved 
1951 musical set in 19th-century Siam is back 
courtesy of a national tour of Lincoln Center The-
ater’s 2015 Tony Award-winning revival. (June 
14-July 2; BroadwayInChicago.com)

—Ah, Wilderness!, Goodman Theatre, 170 
N. Dearborn St. Eugene O’Neill’s 1933 Broadway 
comedy is back in a major regional revival di-
rected by Steve Scott. (June 17-July 23; Good-
manTheatre.org)

—The Gin Game, Drury Lane Theatre, Oak-
brook Terrace. This revival of D.L. Coburn’s 1978 
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama stars the real-life 
Chicago acting couple of John Reeger and Paula 
Scrofano-Reeger. (June 22-Aug. 13; DruryLan-
eTheatre.com)

—The God of Isaac, Grippo Stage Company at 
Noyes Cultural Center, 927 Noyes St., Evanston. A 
timely revival of James Sherman’s humorous 1985 
play looking back as his time growing up Jew-
ish in Skokie amid the neo-Nazi marches of 1977. 
(July 8-Aug. 27; GrippoStageCompany.com)

Editor’s note: The author of this piece currently 
sings with the Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus and has 
previously performed with the Windy City Gay 
Chorus.

SPECIALS from page 19

http://www.chicagopridecalendar.org
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JUNE (various dates) - CENTER ON 
HALSTED - During June Pride Month, the 
center will be hosting a variety of LGBTQ 
events. 3656 N. Halsted in Chicago. www.
centeronhalsted.org

JUNE (various dates) - PLAY - “Bright Half 
Life” by About Face Theatre at Theater Wit, 
1229 W. Belmont Ave. in Chicago. Wed.-Sat. at 
7:30 pm, Sun. at 3 pm. www.aboutfacetheatre.
com, 773-975-8150 (box office)

JUNE (various dates) - PLAYS - “NUNS FOR 
FUN” and “BIBLE BINGO,” by Nuns 4 Fun 
Entertainment, both during Pride Month at Royal 
George Theater, 1641 N. Halsted in Chicago. 
For times, ticket prices (1/2 price tickets using 
code “Pride”), etc.: www.nuns4fun.com, info@
nuns4fun.com, 312-988-9000

JUNE (vARiOUS DATES) - SiDETRACK: 
S T O R Y T E L L i N G / J A m B O R E E / 
ANNivERSARY - These and other events will 
take place during June Pride Month at Sidetrack, 
3349 N. Halsted St. in Chicago. Events include: 
June 3 - STONEWALL Dog Day 1-5 pm; June 
6 - OUTSpoken LGBTQ Storytelling 6-9 pm; 
June 14 - All Things Beyonce 9 pm-2 am; June 
15 - Sidetrack Anniversary Party: Jamboree: 35 
Years of Pride 6 pm-2 am; June 21- Pride Divas 
Sync-it! 9 pm-2 am; June 22 - Professionals Do 
Pride Event 5-8:30 pm. www.sidetrackchicago. 
com/calendar

JUNE (vARiOUS DATES) - PLAYS, 
READiNGS, SPECiAL EvENTS - for Pride 
Month at Pride Arts Center that is run by 
Pride Films & Plays. For information:  www.
prideartscenter.com or 800-737-0984.

JUNE 1 - BENEFiT PARTY - “Out of the 
Office”-16th annual Pride Month kick-off 
fundraiser. This year, 100% of ticket sales 
benefits Chicago House Trans Works program. 
Planners and volunteers include representatives 
from I/O Godfrey, Dream Town Realty, Chicago 
House and Fifth Third Bank. Location: I/O 
Godfrey Rooftop Lounge, 127 W. Huron in 
Chicago. 6-8 pm. (a pre-party from 5-6 pm 
will feature libations, silent auction, raffle, etc. 
sponsored by Tito’s Vodka and I/O Godfrey). 
For tickets: www.eventbrite.com/e/out-of-the-
office- tickets-33781586635

JUNE 1 - BENEFiT - “Pride Tote Fundraiser 
for Howard Brown Health” by Whole Foods 
Market at twenty-one (21) Whole Foods Market 
locations (while supplies last). $1.50 per bag 
with 100% proceeds to benefit Howard Brown 
Health. www.wholefoodsmarket.com

JUNE 1 - TELEviSiON SHOW - “Out & 
Proud in Chicago” 9 pm on 11.1 on WTTW HD. 
Encore presentation of the critically-acclaimed 
show featuring historical coverage of LGBTs 
in Chicago. Narrated by actress and Chicago 
native Jane Lynch. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. (Repeated on June 2 
at 3 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime). www.wttw.com

JUNE 2 - TELEviSiON SHOW - “Out & 
Proud in Chicago” 3 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime. 
Encore presentation of the critically- acclaimed 
show featuring historical coverage of LGBTs 
in Chicago. Narrated by actress and Chicago 
native Jane Lynch. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. www.wttw.com

JUNE 3 - FUNDRAiSER - “2017 Dick 
Uyvari Memorial Celebrity Bowl” benefit for 
LGBT Hall of Fame at Waveland Bowl, 3700 
N. Western Ave, in Chicago. 10:30 am until 
12:45 pm. Information: www.GLHallofFame.
org, friendsglhalloffame@gmail.com, 773-401-
8893.

JUNE 3 - BENEFiT PERFORmANCE - 
for Legacy Project : “Black Pearl: A Tribute 
to Josephine Baker” by Black Ensemble 
Theatre, 4450 N. Clark St., in Chicago. Tickets 
$50 includes a private reception (6:30 pm)  
proceeding the performance and premium 
seating. Curtain: 8 pm. Reception made possible 
through the generosity of Jackie Taylor, the 
Black Ensemble Theatre and Dr. Paul Lisnek.  
Indoor valet parking available for an additional 
$10. See the Legacy Project’s Josephine 
Baker display in the lobby and meet the cast 
from this breathtaking homage to one of the 
world’s greatest entertainers and social justice 
warriors. Tickets: www.eventbrite.com/e/
black-pearl-benefit-for-the-legacy-project-
tickets-34629085527

JUNE 4 - PRE-PRiDE miXER - by Boi 
Magazine at Halsted Flats, 3740 N. Halsted in 
Chicago. 6-9 pm. No purchase required, 21+ 
to attend. Those on guest list will be given 
exclusive entry to the cocktail party with 
food, drinks, music, wine tasting and building 
tours. To be on guest list, e-mail your name to: 
773RSVP@gmail.com or fill out guest list form 
on web site: www.boimag.com

JUNE 4 - PRiDE KiCKOFF BRUNCH - 
fundraiser for Equality Illinois at Life Creative, 
1655 W. Walnut St. in Chicago. Ticket 
information: www. equalityillinois.org

JUNE 6 - TELEviSiON SHOW - Independent 
Lens “The New Black” 4 pm on 11.2 WTTW 
Prime. This documentary is an encore 
presentation about how the African-American 
community dealt with the gay rights issue in 
light of the same sex marriage movement and 
the fight over civil rights. This is one of several 
LGBT-related shows on WTTW HD and 
WTTW Prime during June Pride Month. www.
wttw.com

JUNE 9 - PRiDE KiCKOFF - Retro Style by 
Women For Women. Join Center on Halsted’s 
Women’s Action Committee for this event 
featuring a throwback rendition of The Dating 
Game at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted 
St., in Chicago. 6-9 pm. Price: to be announced. 
Retro-cocktails and a rooftop dance to groovy 
retro beats, too. www.centeronhalsted.org

JUNE 10 - CAAN CONGRESS - Topic: 
“Creative Community Solutions Without a 
Budget” at Disability Resource Center, 77 N. 
129th Infantry Dr., Joliet, IL 11 am - 1 pm. 
Everyone/every group welcome. Free. Sign 
language interpreter will be present. info@
caanmidwest.org, 815-729-7906

JUNE 10 - BBQ - “Flag Day Beer Bust & 
BBQ”- annual fundraiser for American Veterans 
for Equal Rights (AVER) at Replay Bar, 3439 
N. Halsted in Chicago. 3-7 pm. $10. www.
averchicago.org, jamesdarby@aol.com, 773-
752-0058

JUNE 13 - TELEviSiON SHOW - 
Independent Lens “Limited Partnership” 4 pm 
on 11.2 WTTW Prime. This encore presentation 
chronicles the 40- year love story between 
Filipino-American Richard Adams and his 
Australian husband Tony Sullivan who, in 
1975, were one of the first same-sex couples 
in the world to be legally married (thanks to a 
courageous county clerk in Boulder, Colorado). 
After that, Richard was denied a green card and 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service sent 
a letter stating, “You have failed to establish 
that a bona fide relationship can exist between 
two faggots.” Outraged at the tone, tenor and 
politics of the letter—and to prevent Tony’s 
deportation—they embarked on a journey that 
included bringing a lawsuit against the federal 
government. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. (repeated on June 29 
at 10 pm on 11.1 WTTW HD and on June 30 
at 4 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime) www.wttw.com

JUNE 14 - SALUTE TO LGBT vETERANS - 
by American Veterans for Equal Rights (AVER) 

at Daley Plaza in downtown Chicago. 12 Noon. 
Free. www. averchicgo.org, jamesdarby@aol.
com, 773-752-0058.

JUNE 15 - WORKSHOP - “What Do You 
Want To Be When You Grow Up?”- Maybe 
you aren’t sure what your dream job is. This 
workshop could help you identify your special 
skills and define your new direction ... and 
also allows you freedom to explore. Facilitated 
by Judi Lansky of Lansky Career Consultants 
at 115 S. LaSalle St. #2600 in Chicago. 6:30-
8:30 pm. Reservations required, no cost. 
www.lanskycareerconsultants.com, jlansky@
lanskycareerconsultants.com, 312-494-0022.

JUNE 15 (though June 18) - WOmEN’S 
FUNNY FESTivAL at 1225 W. Belmont Ave., 
in Chicago. 2-11 pm. $15. show: All day pass 
available. www. stage773.com, info@stage773.
com, 773-327-5252.

JUNE 16 - RECEPTiON - “Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame Pride & Joy Reception” at Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., in Chicago. 5-8 
pm. Tickets: $20 includes two drinks and light 
hors d’oeuvres. www.chicagolgbthalloffame.
org, inquiry@chicagolgbthalloffame.org, 773-
281-5077.

JUNE 17 - CHORAL CONCERT & 
DANCE - “Family of Friends” by the Artemis 
Singers, Chicago’s Lesbian feminist chorus 
at First Unitarian Church, 5650 S. Woodlawn 
in Chicago. 7 pm. Co-sponsored by Affinity 
Community Services. The dance with live DJ 
follows the concert. Tickets: http://family-
of- friends.brownpapertickets.com/, www.
artemissingers.org, info@artemissingers. org 
773-764-4465.

JUNE 17 - CHiCAGO PRiDE FEST - A 
street festival with vendors and entertainers by 
Northalsted Business Alliance (NBA). 11 am to 
10 pm. Two-day festival continues on June 18. 
www.northalsted.com

JUNE 17 - OUTDOOR WOmEN’S 
FESTivAL - “Back Lot Bash 2017” - a mix 
of music and entertainment. 6 pm. (continues 
on June 22 to June 25).For information: www.
backlotbashchicago.com

JUNE 17 - PRESENTATiON - “Pride 
LGBTQIA Storytelling Show” at Women 
& Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark 
St. in Chicago. 7 pm. Information: www. 
womenandchildrenfirst.com, wcfbooks@gmail.
com, 773-769-9299.

compiled by PRIDEChicago
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JUNE 17 - PRiDE BRUNCH & RECEPTiON 
- “Sharing Light, Sharing Faith in Divided Times” 
hosted by Chicago Coalition of Welcoming 
Churches (CCWC) at Unitarian Church of 
Evanston, 1331 Ridge Ave., in Evanston, IL, 10 
am to 12 noon. For CCWC member churches 
and those interested in joining. RSVP by June 
14 to Jacki@chicgowelcomingchurches.org

JUNE 18 - CHiCAGO PRiDE FEST - A 
street festival with vendors and entertainers by 
Northalsted Business Alliance (NBA). 11 am to 
10 pm. Second day of a two-day festival. www.
northalsted.com

JUNE 19 - TELEviSiON SHOW - 
Independent Lens “Real Boy” 10 pm on 11.1 
WTTW HD. This presentation is a moving 
and intimate story of a family in transition that 
follows the journey of trans teen Bennett as he 
navigates adolescence, sobriety and the physical 
and emotional ramifications of his changing 
gender identity. Through the process, his mother 
Suzy makes her own transformation, traveling a 
difficult road toward accepting that the daughter 
she raised as Rachael is now her son Bennett. 
Filmed over the course of four years, “Real 
Boy” is a love story about a mother and son who 
rediscover connection with each other and find 
support from their communities.This is one of 
several LGBT-related shows on WTTW HD 
and WTTW Prime during June Pride Month. 
(repeated on June 20 at 4 pm on 11.2 WTTW 
Prime). www.wttw.com

JUNE 20 - TELEviSiON SHOW - 
Independent Lens “Real Boy” 4 pm on 11.2 
WTTW Prime. Also shown June 19. This is one 
of several LGBT-related shows on WTTW HD 
and WTTW Prime during June Pride Month. 
www.wttw.com

JUNE 21 - AWARDS CEREmONY - “30 
Under 30 Awards” by Windy City Media Group 
at Polo Cafe and Catering, 3322 S. Morgan St. in 
Chicago. Reception: 5:30 pm; Program: 6-7:30 
pm. The awards honor 30 outstanding young 
(under 30 years old) LGBT individuals and allies 
who have made substantial contributions to the 
Chicagoland LGBT communities. Information: 
www.windycitymediagroup.com, Andrew@
windycitymediagroup.com, 773-871-7610

JUNE 21 - TRANS COmmUNiTY iCE 
CREAm SOCiAL - 2nd annual event. Co-
sponsored by Center on Halsted and Jeni’s 
Splendid Ice Creams at the Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St., in Chicago. 5:30-8:30 pm. 
FREE. www. centeronhalsted.org

JUNE 22 - OUTDOOR WOmEN’S 
FESTivAL - “Back Lot Bash, 2017”- a mix 
of music and entertainment. 6 pm. (continues 
June 23, 24, 25). For information: www.
backlotbashchicago.com

JUNE 22 - TELEviSiON SHOW - American 
Masters “Billie Jean King “ 9 pm on 11.1 
WTTW HD. The story of athlete and activist 
Billie Jean King. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. (repeated on June 23 
at 3 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime and on June 24 at 
10 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime) www.wttw.com

JUNE 22 - TELEviSiON SHOW - “Penny: 
Champion of the Marginalized” 10:30 pm 
on 11.1 WTTW HD. This documentary is a 
multi-dimensional portrait of Penny Cooper, 
a celebrated criminal defense attorney, art 
collector, supporter of female artists and 
protector of the underdog. Cooper’s life brims 
with stories mirroring the profound changes in 
our country from the 1940s to the present. In 
this revealing documentary, she, along with the 
people that she has impacted with her dynamic 
spirit have anecdotes and stories to tell. Cooper 
offers a unique perspective on important social 
narratives such as social justice, the artists 
and collectors who generate today’s global 
contemporary art market, gender equality, and 
more. This is one of several LGBT-related 
shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime during 
June Pride Month. (repeated on June 23 at 4:30 
pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime). www.wttw.com

JUNE 23 - Am KESHET COmmUNiTY 
AWARDS - by Temple Sholom of Chicago - Or 
Chadash, 3480 N. Lake Shore Dr., in Chicago. 
5-6:15 pm. Free event. Please RSVP to Shayna@
sholomchicago.org, www.sholomchicago.org/ 
community-groups/or-chadash/, 773-435-1559

JUNE 23 - OUTDOOR WOmEN’S 
FESTivAL - “Back Lot Bash, 2017”- a mix 
of music and entertainment. 11 am. (continues 
June 24 & 25). For information: www.
backlotbashchicago.com

JUNE 23 - COmEDY SHOW - “Gaywatch” by 
Gayco Productions at Playground Theater, 3209 
N. Halsted in Chicago. 10 pm. This is an entirely 
improvised show inspired by true stories told 
by heroes of the LGBT communities. Another 
show on June 24. Information and tickets: www.
gayco.com

JUNE 23 - TELEviSiON SHOW - American 
Masters “Billie Jean King” 3 pm on 11.2 WTTW 
Prime. The story of athlete and activist Billie 

Jean King. This is one of several LGBT-related 
shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime during 
June Pride Month. (repeated on June 24 at 10 
pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime). www. wttw.com

JUNE 23 - TELEviSiON SHOW - “Penny: 
Champion of the Marganilized” 4:30 pm on 11.2 
WTTW Prime. Also shown June 22. This is one 
of several LGBT-related shows on WTTW HD 
and WTTW Prime during June Pride Month. 
www.wttw.com

JUNE 24 - CHiCAGO DYKE mARCH - For 
more information: www. facebook.com/groups/
dykemarchchicago or chicagodykemarch.
wordpress.com, dykemarchchicago@gmail.
com

JUNE 24 - PRiDE LiTURGY - annual event by 
Dignity/Chicago at Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 N. Broadway in Chicago. 5 pm. 
www. dignitychicago.org

JUNE 24 - TELEviSiON SHOW - American 
Masters “Billie Jean King” 10 pm on 11.2 
WTTW Prime. The story of athlete and activist 
Billie Jean King. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. www.wttw.com

JUNE 24 - WALK & RUN - “Proud To Run” 
- 36th annual event includes 5K and 10 K race/
walk. 8:04 am from Montrose Harbor. Benefit 
for community organizations. The event is USA 
Track and Field-certified, CARA-certified and 
presented in association with Frontrunners/
Frontwalkers Chicago. For fees and registration 
information: www.proudtorun.org

JUNE 24 - OUTDOOR WOmEN’S 
FESTivAL - “Back Lot Bash, 2017”- a mix of 
music and entertainment . 11 am. (continues June 
25). For information: www.backlotbashchicago.
com

JUNE 24 - COmEDY SHOW - “Gaywatch” by 
Gayco Productions at Playground Theater, 3209 
N. Halsted in Chicago. 10 pm. This is an entirely 
improvised show inspired by true stories told by 
heroes of the LGBT communities. Second night 
of show. Information and tickets: www.gayco.
com

JUNE 25 - OUTDOOR WOmEN’S 
FESTivAL - “Back Lot Bash, 2017”- a 
mix of music and entertainment. 11 am. For 
information: www.backlotbashchicago. com

JUNE 25 - PRiDE PARADE - “Chicago 
48th Annual Pride Parade” coordinated 

by PRIDEChicago. 12 Noon. www.
ChicagoPrideCalendar.org PrideChgo@aol. 
com 773-348-8243.

JUNE 25 - SERviCE - “Annual Parade 
Day Service of Dedication” Preceding 
Pride Parade kick-off. information: www.
chicagowelcomingchurches.org

JUNE 28 - CONFERENCE - “Aging With 
Pride” by Rush University Medical Center, 
1725 W. Harrison (Searle Conference Center, 
Ste. 543, billing) in Chicago. 1 pm. www. rush.
edu/LGBTQ, christopher_nolan@rush.edu, 
800-757-0202

JUNE 29 - TELEviSiON SHOW - 
Independent Lens “Limited Partnership” 
at 10 pm on 11.1 WTTW HD. This encore 
presentation chronicles the 40- year love story 
between Filipino-American Richard Adams and 
his Australian husband Tony Sullivan who, in 
1975, were one of the first same-sex couples 
in the world to be legally married (thanks to a 
courageous county clerk in Boulder, Colorado). 
After that, Richard was denied a green card and 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service sent 
a letter stating, “You have failed to establish 
that a bona fide relationship can exist between 
two faggots.” Outraged at the tone, tenor and 
politics of the letter—and to prevent Tony’s 
deportation—they embarked on a journey that 
included bringing a lawsuit against the federal 
government. This is one of several LGBT-
related shows on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime 
during June Pride Month. (repeated on June 30 
at 4 pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime). www. wttw.com

JUNE 30 (through July 3) - CHiCAGO 
BLACK PRiDE - There will be various events 
for the LGBTQ Black communities and allies, 
including: June 30- “ELATION” Black Pride 
Kick-Off at Fantasy by Clubhouse/URBANO, 
Rails Marketing Group & FZ Entertainment. 
11 pm to 4 am w/ DJs, dancers and a celebrity 
TBA. Also: JULY 1 - “Annual URBANO 
Black Party” at Metro sponsored by Southside 
Help Center & AHF. 11 pm to 5 am. Serayah 
(Tiana from Empire) will be live onstage with 
her dancers. Also DJ spinning until 5 am. 
Flavaworks is flying in national dancers. First 
50 people get in free with an HIV test. www.
windycityblackpride.info

JUNE 30 - TELEviSiON SHOW - 
Independent Lens “Limited Partnership” at 4 
pm on 11.2 WTTW Prime. Also shown June 
29. This is one of several LGBT-related shows 
on WTTW HD and WTTW Prime during June 
Pride Month. www.wttw.com

For travel to the parade and other pride events

Ride the CTA/PACE/METRA.
www.transitchicago.com (1-312-836-7000) or www.metrarail.com (1-312-322-6900)
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BY LIZ BAUdLEr

Shortly before his death in the summer of 2015, 
the eminent and beloved neurologist Oliver Sacks 
did an interview with the public radio show Ra-
diolab.

For the first time, Sacks was open about his 
sexuality: he was, in fact, gay. Though he spent 
much of his life without a relationship, in his 
final years Sacks fell in love with the writer Bill 
Hayes. They met after Sacks failed to write a 
blurb for Hayes’ forthcoming book and wrote the 
other man an apologetic letter. As Sacks recalled 
on the radio show and in his memoir, On the 
Move, after some months of acquaintance Hayes 
came to him and told him, “I have conceived 
a deep love for you.” They were together until 
Sacks passed away. 

Two years later, Hayes penned his own tribute 
to his partner in his new memoir, Insomniac City. 
While his relationship with Sacks threads the nar-
rative, the book begins with Hayes’ decision to 
move to New York after the sudden death of his 
partner, Steve, in San Francisco. 

“New York saved my life,” said Hayes. “I had 
just reached a point in San Francisco, where, it’s 
not like it was the end, but I didn’t see my life 
going forward in any meaningful way. I could 
have stayed, but I sort of felt like it would have 
turned into this sort of sad, sort of boring life, 
and I didn’t want that. I moved to New York and 
I felt just embraced by this big crazy chaotic di-
verse city.” 

Despite the clear presence of Sacks, Hayes con-
siders New York the book’s main character, and he 
illustrates his love for the city with both images 
and stories of its denizens. Equally talented as 
writer and photographer, Hayes often chronicles 
his encounters with random New Yorkers. The 
stories people tell and their faces paint a vivid 
picture of both the city and the author. 

“Having the eye of a photographer combined 
with the storytelling instincts of a writer makes 
me not only curious, but sort of driven,” Hayes 
explained. “It gives me a sense of purpose, even 
though I may just be walking to the drugstore to 
pick up a prescription. If I have my camera with 
me, I’m sort of on the lookout.”

Although he’d describe himself as quiet, Hayes 
said his reserve disappears when he rides the 
subway or hops in a cab. “I’m completely fear-
less with strangers. Part of it is just curiosity, 
genuine curiosity, and openness to other people. 
I can’t exactly explain why that is, it’s just how 
I am, and what I find is my openness brings out 
openness in other people. And it can be kind of 
disarming,  but they often respond in kind.”

Hayes described the process of putting to-
gether Insomniac City as intuitive. His reflections 
and city encounters mingle with scenes from his 

relationship with Sacks. “I really wanted the pho-
tographs to come and go and appear almost like 
you’re passing strangers on the streets of New 
York,” Hayes explained. “They would be part of 
the narrative without explicit description or ex-
planation.”

Most of the book took shape during a six-week 
trip to Rome, where Hayes combed through a 
750-page journal Sacks had encouraged him to 
keep when they began dating. 

“I spent my first week in Rome reading through 
the journal with a yellow highlighter, just high-
lighting passages that jumped out at me, conver-
sations we’d had, or even just one-liners,” Hayes 
recalled. “Once the reader is introduced to Oliver 
and to me and the concept of the journal entries, 
you get it. It was important to me that they have 
dates, because the dates of the journal entries 
drive the narrative forward in time.”

He struggled with how much of each part of 
his New York world—the city versus Sacks’ apart-
ment—to include. “This may sound a little harsh, 
but I didn’t want to get sick of Oliver and me,” 
Hayes explained. “You could sort of go too far 
into ‘one more dinner with Oliver.’ Up until the 
last draft, one of the challenges was cutting 
things out, just to leave things in that were 
the most vivid, or the most moving, or the most 
funny.” 

It’s hard to imagine ever being sick of Hayes 
and Sacks as a couple. The journal entries reveal 
a charming, moving, hilarious, unquestionably 
unique bond. Decades and lifestyle separated 
them—Hayes carried a smartphone, Sacks never 
sent an email in his life—but the two shared a 

love of language, people, and intense curiosity 
about the world. 

“One of the most delightful things about being 
with Oliver was watching him blossom in a do-
mestic relationship,” Hayes recalled. “Whereas I 
had been in long-term relationships and probably 
took for granted the pleasure of making dinner 
with your partner, with Oliver, it was fun. He’d 
led this life as a bachelor, where he would eat 
a tin of sardines over the sink. He wasn’t famil-
iar with his appliances before he and I met. And 
once he got to know his appliances, he totally 
delighted in it. He loved to clean up the kitchen, 
he loved to load the dishwasher. If it wasn’t full, 
he’d put clean mugs and glasses in so they’d all 
be snug and have company.”

Hayes loved seeing how quickly Sacks took to 
having a partner. “We brought different things to 
the relationship,” he said. “I was the more expe-
rienced one in terms of even having a relation-
ship and experiencing love. He came to this with 
this lifetime of knowledge and reading. Oliver, 
this man who knew so much about evolution and 
evolutionary history, was a prime example of ac-
celerated evolution. He was entering into totally 
new territory.”  

He takes exception to the idea that Sacks was 
closeted. “I understand the use of the word, but 
the truth is, Oliver had led a very private life,” 
Hayes said. “It was a monk-like existence de-
voted to his patients and his practice and his 
writing. It was just a very different life than most 
of us lead. Certainly very different from the life I 
had led. But not necessarily tortured in the way 

that that sounds with the word ‘closeted’.”
Although Hayes had to adjust to Sacks’ initial 

concern for privacy, he soon found it was noth-
ing to chafe against. “Looking back, I really trea-
sure it. Not everyone knew the details,” he said. 
“People understood that we were very close. But 
it was private in a way that was lovely. A friend 
of mine described our relationship as being like 
a beautiful secret. I thought that was such a 
nice phrase. It was like a beautiful secret, but it 
was also one that, at the end of his life, [Oliver] 
shared with the world.” 

He remembered with amusement that Sacks 
didn’t really connect to his own fame. “He un-
derstood that he was famous, and that when he 
did readings or lectures there were thousands of 
people,” Hayes said. “And it also slightly puzzled 
him in a way. It was exactly that quality that 
drew people to Oliver Sacks. Here was this obvi-
ously brilliant man, but someone who had a kind 
of humility and modesty and innocence, almost. 
He was very boyish in that way. Definitely a part 
of what I fell in love with, this boyish charm and 
curiosity.”

By all rights, Insomniac City should feel like a 
book about loss—in addition to losing two part-
ners, Hayes also writes about the death of his be-
loved agent, and, in passing, his mother. Yet the 
book teems with vibrant examples of life, which 
Hayes said reflects his own outlook. 

“From my early 20s, living in San Francisco 
in the midst of the AIDS epidemic, illness and 
sudden death were part of my life, so it wasn’t 
just the loss of Steve and the loss of Oliver,” he 
explained. “I wanted that to be sort of seamless 
within this book, that acceptance that death is 
part of life, but so is joy. And joy and pleasure 
and play and enjoyment are very much part of 
this book.”

Because of his time with Sacks, Hayes looks 
forward to aging. ‘Which is not the kind of thing 
you normally hear,” he laughed. “I’m 56, so I’m 
already old, but [Oliver] was 75 when I met 
him, and he made—and he would use that term 
himself—he made being old seem fun. He fell 
in love, he wrote three amazing books, we went 
to Iceland three times, we swam three times a 
week, and he would go to the gym. Even though 
there were hardships...he adapted to old age re-
ally well.” 

He also believes that old age was part of the 
reason he had a relationship with Sacks at all.

“We both experienced very painful losses, and 
[Sacks] had experienced a very scary cancer with 
the melanoma in his eye. He had had his own 
brush with mortality not long before we met,” 
Hayes reflected. “And I think that also contrib-
uted to Oliver’s openness in entering a relation-
ship for the first time. He knew “life is short and 
this is something I never really experienced, and 
here’s this guy named Bill Hayes, I don’t know 
where he came from, but he keeps calling, and we 
keep having a good time together.” So he went 
with it.” 

Bill Hayes’ website is BillHayes.com.

Loving Oliver Sacks 
and the city: Bill Hayes’
new memoir

Bill Hayes.
Photo by walter Kurtz
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Wednesday, May 24
IML Best of Chicago Welcome Party A big 

welcome from “the city of big shoulders.” Come 
meet and greet the city with host Mr. Chicago 
Leather 2017 Daddy G. 9 pm, Touche, 6412 N. 
Clark St.

Thursday, May 25
IML Opening Ceremonies The official beginning 

of the contest to choose the 39th Interna-
tional Mr. Leather. Ticket packages available at 
Congress Plaza Hotel, 1st floor Ticket Sales Desk. 
Event includes the introduction of judges, con-
testants and number selection. Doors open at 
8 p.m., show begins at 8:30 p.m. Congress Plaza 
Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave., www.imrl.com 

Sidetrack: Leinie Lodge Deck Party Kick off the 
big weekend by kicking back on Sidetrack’s fa-
mous rooftop deck. Sponsored by Leinenkugel. 
Stick around until 2 am for music, drinks and 
all the fun of Chicago’s largest gay bar. 5 pm, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted St., www.sidetrack-
chicago.com

Chicago Bearfest Launch Party Kicking off a 
new bear tradition in Chicago for Memorial Day 
weekend. 9 pm, Touche, 6412 N. Clark St. 

IML Kickoff Party The night starts at 8 pm with 
complimentary cocktails, a live DJ and models. 
Meet the CEO and founder of Nasty Pig, David 
Lauterstein, and his team. We will be donating 
10% of the evening’s sales to The Anti-Cruelty 
Society and every purchase enters you in the 
raffle for prizes from our brands. 8-10 pm, Cram 
Fashion, 3331 N. Broadway

Trident Annual Cigar Smoker Join Trident Inter-
national Windy City for their annual IML Cigar 
Smoker and meet-and-greet. Join us outside of 
Jackhammer Complex to enjoy a smoke and get 
your boots done to welcome in IML Weekend. 
21+, no cover.  9:30 pm - midnight, Jackhammer, 
6406 N. Clark St.

Invasion: Rough Trade Live fisting demo at 11 
pm with MAFIA Club and Cumunion. Steam-
work, 3246 N. Halsted St.

Friday, May 26
IML: Chicago Rubbermen and Mister Intl. Rub-

ber Meet & Greet The Chicago Rubbermen and 
Mr. International Rubber join forces to host their 
annual IML gathering. Start your weekend off 
by meeting fellow kinky rubberists from around 
the globe. In the Rendezvous Room, 2nd Floor. 
8-11 pm, Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan 
Ave. www.imrl.com 

IML: San Francisco Party/Leather Archives & 
Museum Silent Auction Folsom Street Events 
delivers the biggest warm-up party of IML 
weekend right inside the host hotel. So, leather 
up, gear up, hang out and cruise at this non-
stop sleazefest, featuring the deep underground 
sounds of DJ Jack Chang (London). As always…
it’s free. In the Florentine Room, 3rd Floor. Leath-
er Archives & Museum silent auction takes place 
right outside the room until midnight. 10 pm - 2 
am, Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave. 
www.imrl.com 

TPAN’s Ride For AIDS Happy Hour Fundraiser for 
TPAN’s annual 200-mile bike trek to raise funds 
for all the work TPAN does all year in empower-
ing everyone living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS 
to live open, healthy, and productive lives. 3:30-
7 pm, The Sofo Tap, 4923 N Clark St.

Chicago Bearfest Welcome Party Welcome the 
boys of the new Chicago Bearfest. 8 pm, Mary’s 
Attic, 5400 N. Clark St. 

Friday at Sidetrack 4-7 pm: TGIF Show Tunes vid-
eos; 7 pm: The official VH1 RuPaul’s Drag Race 
viewing party; 9 pm: GLOW Dance Party until 2. 
Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted St.

Leather Pig Daddy Appearance by adult star 
Rocco Steele. Benefit for Leather Archive & Mu-
seum. $10 donation at the door. 10 pm, Touche, 
6412 N. Clark St.

Men’s Room IML w/DJ Harvey Two floors of 
music and debauchery featuring DJ Harvey, Jer-
emiah Meece, Mister Wallace, Harry Cross, Jacob 
Meehan and aCeb00mbaP, plus BDSM perfor-
mances all night long. $20 pre-sale tickets/$30 
at the door. Pre-paid ticket holders enter the 

party via the back alley behind Jackhammer. 
Access the alley from Devon Ave. Free clothes 
check. Men’s Room welcomes all genders, races, 
fetishes and weirdnesses. 9 pm - 4 am, Jackham-
mer, 6406 N Clark St. Tickets: https://www.
facebook.com/events/1886221144970081/

Manhole at Hydrate: DJ Deanne Kick off IML 
weekend with the sweaty sounds of DJ Deanne. 
Open until 4. 10 pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted St.

Live Show at Steamworks Featuring adult stars 
Dolf Dietrich, Hugh Hunter and Rikk York. 11 
pm, Steamworks, 3246 N. Halsted St., www.
steamworksbaths.com

Saturday, May 27
IML: Pecs and Personality Contest Night one of 

the official contest to choose the new Interna-
tional Mr. Leather. Ticket packages available at 
Congress Plaza Hotel 1st floor Ticket Sales Desk. 
IML contestants are judged on their appear-
ance and stage presence. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
contest begins at 8 p.m. Proudly sponsored by 
sportlube. Auditorium Theatre, 50 E. Congress 
Pkwy., www.imrl.com 

IML: Gear Blast Hot guys in sports, racing, rubber, 
leather, lycra and other perv gear keep things 
hot, sweaty and kinky! Everyone is invited 
to get yer gear on and come party hard and 
sweaty. After all, it’s always better IN gear! In 
the Rendezvous Room, 2nd Floor. 10 pm - 2 
am, Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan Ave., 
www.imrl.com 

IMBB: Spitshine: The Bootblack Party Join the 
contestants for this year’s International Mr. 
Bootblack Competition and meet bootblacks 
from across the nation. Jump in to the auction 
bidding to help raise travel funds for this year’s 
winner. Featuring the roast of outgoing Interna-
tional Mr. Bootblack 2016, Erick Joseph. IMBB is 
proudly sponsored by Stompers Boots of Fort 
Lauderdale, FL. In the Buckingham Room, 1st 
Floor. 10 pm - 2 am, Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. 
Michigan Ave. www.imrl.com 

Furball Chicago Joe Fiore returns to Chicago 
for yet another IML, throwing Saturday night’s 
hottest party. Music from DJs Ralphi Rosario and 
Ted Eiel. Hosted by Daddy Ersin. 11:30 pm - 4:30 
am,  Metro Chicago, 3730 N. Clark St., Tickets: 
www.metrochicago.com

ONYX: Old School IML Dance Party The men of 
ONYX bring you this annual IML dance party 
with music by DJ Ron C. Project VIDA will be 
on hand testing: First 25 people tested get free 
admission; anyone tested after that gets $5 
off admission. $20. Free shuttle from Congress 
Hotel starting at 10:30; doors open at 11. Cobra 
Lounge Chicago, 235 N. Ashland Ave., www.
onyxmidwest.com 

Chicago Bearfest Showtunes & Cocktails 4-9 
pm, The Call, 1547 W. Bryn Mawr St. 

Wet n’ Wild Bear Party Get wet with the boys of 
Bear Pride. 11 am - 6 pm, Steamworks, 3246 N. 
Halsted St.

Stoli Big Deck Party Like big decks? Sidetrack’s 
got ya covered! Sip some Stoli on the sunny 
rooftop deck all day. Then stick around until 3 
am. 1 pm, Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted St.

Chicago Bearfest: Mr. Chicago Bear Contest 

Check out these official International Mr. Leather 2017, International Mr. Bootblack 2017, Chicago 
Bearfest Midwest and other related events throughout Chicago over Memorial Day weekend!

nightspots
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See who’ll be named the first Mr. Chicago Bear. 
Will it be you? This “bears & boxers” party will 
answer all your questions. 10 pm, Touche, 6412 
N. Clark St.

DILF: IML Edition The monthly party for hot men 
over 35 and the men who want them. Music 
from DJ Moose. 9 pm, The Sofo Tap, 4923 N. 
Clark St.

Manhole at Hydrate: DJ Shane Stiel Shane Stiel 
returns to Chicago for this second night of Man-
hole parties at Hydrate for IML weekend. Open 
until 5. 10 pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted St.

Fetish Hell The ultimate fetish party featuring 
surprise guests and performances. Fetish scenes 
encouraged. Tickets available next door at 
Leather 64TEN, 6410 N. Clark St. 10 pm - 5 am,  
Jackhammer, 6406 N. Clark St Chicago, www.
leather64ten.com

Brüt Chicago IML Weekend BRÜT blows into 
Chicago just in time for IML. With so much 
testosterone in town that weekend, we couldn’t 
resist the chance to bring it home! DJs and BRÜT 
creators Dan Darlington & Peter Napoli will both 
be in town to spin. Official Sponsor: IML. Please 
go to www.imrl.com for the entire schedule 
of events and times of the contest. Early Bird 
tickets are $30 now at www.brutparty.com. To 
receive BRÜT updates, scroll down at brutparty 
landing page and become a BRÜT BUDDY. 
#WeAreBRÜT. 11 pm - 4:30 am, Concord Music 
Hall, 2047 N. Milwaukee Ave., www.brutparty.
com

Skin XXIII Featuring a live show at 1 am with 
adult stars Bruce Beckham and Alex Mecum. 
11 pm - 5 am, Steamworks, 3246 N. Halsted St., 
www.steamworksbaths.com

WOOF Returns Presented by SKIN Productions. 
Internationally renowned DJ/producer Alain 
Jackinsky (Montreal). Start polishing your 
leather outfits because it is going to be a hot, 
raunchy and sexy party. We will donate our 
profits to TPAN (Test Positive Aware Network). 
$20. Doors open at 11:30 pm. Fantasy Nightclub, 
3641 N. Halsted St.

Sunday, May 28
IML: International Mr. Leather Contest The 

big show! Come see who will be chosen as the 
new International Mr. Leather. Ticket Packages 
available at Congress Plaza Hotel, 1st floor Ticket 
Sales Desk. Doors open at 5 p.m., contest begins 
at 6 p.m. Proudly sponsored by Miller Lite. 6-9 
pm  Auditorium Theatre, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., 
www.imrl.com 

IML: Victory Party Fete the new International Mr. 
Leather and all the contestants at the official 
IML victory dance party. DJ/producer Eddie 
Martinez. After the big Sunday contest. Tickets 
at www.imrl.com or at the House of Blues box 
office. 9 pm - 4 am  House of Blues, 329 N. Dear-
born St., www.imrl.com 

Growlr BBQ Annual Bear Pride BBQ, sponsored 
by Growlr. 12:30-3:30 pm, The Sofo Tap, 4923 N. 
Clark St., www.thesofotap.com

Sunday Funday at Sidetrack Open at 1 pm for 
all your Sunday Funday needs. Super-sized 
Showtunes Sunday 4-10 pm, Sunday Funday 
(after dark) 9 pm until close. Sidetrack, 3349 N. 
Halsted St.

Super Ripe Party Cut loose after the big contest. 
Dim lights and hot go-go dudes. 9 pm, Touche, 
6412 N. Clark St. 

Leather Queen! A special IML edition of Chicago’s 
“It” Sunday-night DJ party. Featuring DJs 
Michael Serafini, Garrett David, Harry Cross and 
Jacob Meehan. Hosted by Lucy Stoole, JoJo 
Baby, Nico, James, Majesty, Kurrious, Mr. Twin 
Cities, Leather Ryan Coit and Ryan Willing. 10 
pm - 4 am, Smart Bar, 3730 N. Clark St., www.
metrochicago.com

Manhole at Hydrate: Nuts to Butts Celebrate 
Bear Pride with this annual dance party, grind-
ing to the beats of DJ Jesse Mercado. Open until 
4. 10 pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted St.

Live Show at Steamworks Live show at 11 pm 
featuring adult stars Jackson Grant and Jack 
Vidra. Steamworks, 3246 N. Halsted St., www.
steamworksbaths.com

Monday, May 29
IML: Black & Blue Ball The official wrap-up party 

of IML weekend. Keep the party going with the 
return of DJ/producer Tom Stephan (London/
Superchumbo) and DJ Karsten Sollors (Tool-
room/Farris Wheel Recordings). Doors open 
at 9. Tickets available at www.imrl.com and at 
the door (if available). Presented by IML and 
Matthew Harvat. 9 pm - 4 am, Sound-Bar 226 W. 
Ontario St., www.imrl.com 

All-day Beer Bust/Cookout/Survivor Party Wind 
up your IML/Bearfest weekend with $1 drafts all 
day, a cookout 3-7 pm and the Survivor Party, 
starting at 9. Touche, 6412 N. Clark St. 

Chicago Bearfest Farewell Brunch Celebrate the 
first Chicago Bearfest weekend with the girls 
of Mary’s. 11 am, Hamburger Mary’s, 5400 N. 
Clark St. 

“What’s the T?” Throwback T-Dance All the jams 
you remember for Memorial Day. Party on the 
rooftop deck 1-5 pm. Showtunes 8 pm until 
close. Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted St.

Sweet & Savory BBQ Ride 4 AIDS Fundraiser 
Shots, drink specials and raffles! Purchases of se-
lect beverages, raffle tickets, etc. or direct dona-
tions all help support the Ride for AIDS Chicago/
TPAN. Direct donations can also be made at the 
following link: http://bit.ly/teamtouche. 2-6 pm,  
Touche, 6412 N. Clark St. www.facebook.com/
pg/TeamToucheFans/events

Live Show at Steamworks Live show at 9 featur-
ing adult stars JJ Knight and Brent Corrigan. 9 
pm - 1 am, Steamworks, 3246 N. Halsted St.

From 2016’s 
Furball.

Photo by 
verdell 
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BY ANDREW DAVIS

Ninety years...
 That’s how long Italian Village (71 W. Monroe 
St.; https://italianvillage-chicago.com/) has 
been in the Loop, serving traditional and well-
done Italian dishes.
 However, the 90-year tag only applies to The 
Village, which is on the second floor of the ven-
ue. The thing is that Italian Village is actually 
three restaurants in one: La Cantina (the lower-
level spot that serves traditional Italian dishes, 
but is also more of a steakhouse) opened in 

1955, while contemporary restaurant Vivere (on 
the first floor) originally opened as The Florentine 
Room several years later. 
 In addition to the cuisine, each restaurant has 
its own distinctive decor. The Village takes guests 
on visual and culinary tours of Italy—and the 

former may be the more impressive, although the 
burrata (complete with the all-too-rare beefsteak 
tomato) is certainly worth savoring. Also, check 
out happy hour, which involves free pizza with 
the purchase of a drink on weekdays at 5-7 p.m.
 La Cantina—which is the only one of the three 
that’s only open for dinner (with the other two 
open for lunch and dinner)—has the standards 

like fettuccine Alfredo and mostaccioli; however, 
there are also various steak, veal and pork cuts 
available. That chicken parmigiana, though, is 
second to none.
 Lastly, Vivere (the one that was the most com-
fortable for me) offers contemporary designs and 
dishes. Among the tasty offerings there are ag-
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Atlantic salmon at Italian Village.
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BY ToNY PEREgRIN

Leatherpedia—an online bible of BDSM—was 
launched earlier this year by Patrick Smith, In-
ternational Mr. Leather 2015, after an experience 
he had with curious kinksters in Trinidad and To-
bago. 

“One of the things I tried to do in my title year 
was to go around to places where it is still scary 
to be gay and learn about it, and then do some 
fundraising and raise awareness—and I went to 
Trinidad  and Tobago  for that reason,” said Smith 
during a recent phone interview with the Windy 
City Times. “I scheduled meetings with all the 
big gay rights groups and I thought we would be 
talking about what life was like there for a gay 
person and how it is difficult to come out and 
be visible—so that is what I was ready to talk 
about. But what they came to talk about was very 
different— they wanted to talk about Japanese 
rope bondage also known as Shibari,” explained 
Smith with a hardy laugh. 

Smith, a Canadian-American LGBT activist, said 
the experience caught him off guard, but that it 
was also a pleasant surprise because he realized 
LGBT life on the Caribbean islands was not only 
about survival and concealment. 

“There was that light bulb moment where I 
went, okay, there are pockets of kinksters all over 
the world…and there should be that resource 
there for them to learn about the community.”

Similar to Wikipedia, Leatherpedia.org relies 

on collaborative knowledge gathering supplied 
by registered users of the site.  Content is orga-
nized into categories—people, city, knowledge, 
business, and titles. 

“These are just the main broad buckets of 
where we thought the initial interest would lie,” 
explained Smith.  “For example, the city index 
is really powerful because if you are traveling 
somewhere, you are going to want to know who 
the key players are, what bars you should go to, 
and info about any businesses that are there. The 
beauty of the site is that this is how it exists 
right now, but that’s not to say that we can’t 
adapt to meet future demands. For example, I’ve 
thought of throwing up an event index, a calen-
dar for the entire community.” 

As of mid-May, Leatherpedia had 570 regis-
tered users and more than 150 entries. The site 
receives a full audit every 24 hours by a small 
group of volunteer site monitors,  all of whom 
Smith described as “good writers who are pas-
sionate about this project, have some back-
ground in leather history, and who are connected 
within the community.” 

Even with a core group of knowledgeable vol-
unteers, verifying new content without censoring 
contributors can be challenging. 

“It’s a tough balancing act because we don’t 
want to censor anybody especially in this begin-
ning phase when we are really looking for con-
tent. We want to err more on the side of inclu-
sion. Having said that, things need to be written 

well and they need to be formatted properly and 
they need to be accurate. We can’t 100 percent 
stand by the accuracy of everything on Leather-
pedia, just the same way as the people who run 
Wikipedia can’t stand behind that. At the end of 
the day, this is a resource by the community and 
for the community.” 

Prior to launching Leatherpedia, Smith solic-
ited feedback from stakeholders throughout the 
leather community. 

“Before launching the site, I went on a big tour 
to reach out to all the notable people I know 

in the leather community. Getting their honest 
opinions and getting all of the criticism of this 
idea upfront was important and allowed us to 
properly handle some of the tougher issues that 
popped up.  One example I will give you is that 
there are some people in the leather community 
who are very visible but they might not want 
their employers to know they are involved with 
the leather community, and as a result, might not 
want to be included in an entry on Leatherpedia.  
So, we built-in an opt-out mechanism where if 
an entry is written about someone and they don’t 
like it, we can add them to our blacklist so that 
any references to them on the site go dark and 
the system prevents anyone writing about them 
going forward.” 

Publically documenting leather and kink peo-
ple, traditions, and techniques may be viewed 
differently by members of the “old guard” versus 
“new guard,” but Smith refuses to be bound and 
gagged by members of the kink community who 
oppose his leather lexicon. 

“Leatherpedia is about honoring the traditions 
of the so-called old guard and documenting and 
chronicling them, but it’s also about showing 
new traditions and where we are going,” ex-
plained Smith. “In terms of some of the guard 
perhaps not being ready to have this informa-
tion so easily accessible, I guess I would say, to 
be blunt—it’s 2017, it’s time to come out of the 
shadows. Lets’ face it, when a movie with BDSM 
content, 50 Shades of Gray, can become a major 
blockbuster, I really don’t see the reason to hide 
anymore.  Although, admittedly, it does require 
bravery and courage to say, ‘This is what I like 
sexually.’  I mean, I had to do it on stage at IML 
with my mom in the audience!”

Leatherpedia is a non-profit entity with any 
leftover ad revenue benefiting the Leather Ar-
chives & Museum in Chicago.  Smith will be at-
tending International Mr. Leather 2017 and is 
hoping to partner with the Archives to promote 
the site at the leather market.

IML

The ties that bind:
’15 IML Patrick Smith launches 
new kink encyclopedia

IML 2015 Patrick Smith. 
Photo from Smith

Turn to page 37

From the Chuck Hyde memorial at Center on Halsted, Sunday, May 21. Pictured (left to 
right) are Amy Matheny, Art Johnston, Dalila Fridi, Kim Hunt, Mona Noriega and Hyde’s 
widower Randy D’Agostino.
Photo by Vern Hester
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“If he took a dump on his desk, you would defend 
it.”—Anderson Cooper chastises Jeffrey Lord af-
ter the political commentator once again defended 
Donald Trump—this time, in light of the Russian 
inquiry. Coop later apologized for the statement: “I 
regret the crude sentence I spoke earlier tonight and 
followed it up by apologizing on air. It was unpro-
fessional. I am genuinely sorry.” Still, it was great 
TV—and, of course, we’ll run it on our website.

Let’s call this a tale of two shows: The Body-
guard and Jersey Boys. Last week, I saw touring 
companies of both shows during their stay in Los 
Angeles. The Bodyguard is, of course, based on the 
Whitney Houston film of 1992. Alas, the stage ad-
aptation is short on dialogue—or plot. The script 
seems structured to link together the 20 songs al-
most solely sung by the phenomenal deborah Cox. 
(Two of the songs are sung by others.) 

Given the fact that she is virtually carrying the 
entire musical and doing six shows a week (no 
matinee for Cox), it’s almost understandable that 
she holds back somewhat. However, I wouldn’t be 
overstating things to say that her performance had 
all the energy of a latter-day Sunny von Bulow. 
Even with her abilities in check, one cannot deny 
that voice. And certainly she dances better than 
Whitney. But her comatose performance in a show 
with major structural deficiencies made for a wholly 
unsatisfying evening. While the major culprits are 
the writer and director, I was taken aback watching 
the musical director, Matthew Smedal, who looked 
bored stiff. As they say, the fish stinks from the 
head. But I should add two important points. First, 
Cox and company let loose for the post-show mini-
concert, which was almost worth the price of ad-
mission. Second, practically every performance on 
the tour has been sold out, and audiences respond 
enthusiastically.

Then we have Jersey Boys, led by Mark Ballas 
from Dancing with the Stars. Unlike The Body-
guard, Jersey Boys is a well-structured, well-writ-
ten and well-directed show. Like The Bodyguard, 
the brunt of the vocal burden falls on the star—
although he has able assistance by the rest of the 
Four Seasons. To say Ballas is not much of a singer 
or actor would be an understatement. His strain in 
trying to approximate Frankie Valli’s unique sound 
is evident from the first note. One wondered how 
he would get through the second act—let alone 
five shows a week. (Like Cox, Ballas doesn’t do 
matinees. He also has something else to do Satur-
day nights.) Predictably, Ballas ran into trouble as 
the show went on—the second act was particularly 
grating. Unlike Miss Cox, Ballas works hard—very 
hard. He pushes what limited resources he has to 
extraordinary lengths. While he is often painful to 
listen to, one can’t deny that he wants this—and 
wants it badly. And, like The Bodyguard, the show 
is a crowd-pleaser. And, on opening night, the real 
Frankie Valli came onstage to congratulate Ballas 
and company.

So it comes down to this—do you take the ex-
ceptionally talented person sleepwalking through 
an abysmal show? Or do you opt for the lacklus-
ter but likable person who is killing himself to get 
through a better show? In this case, I will give 

it to Jersey Boys, by a hair. But if someone gives 
Deborah Cox a Red Bull, I’d go back in a second.

I also attended the Southland Theatre Art-
ists Goodwill Event—otherwise known as STAGE. 
This fundraiser—the world’s longest-running an-
nual HIV/AIDS benefit—took its final bow with a 
cavalcade of stars from stage, screen and TV. The 
ageless Carole Cook was at the very first STAGE 
concert. She’s been in 31 of the 33, but she had a 
good excuse for the two she missed—she was on 
Broadway! It was fitting for her to close the show, 
easily sounding and appearing a generation or two 
younger than her 93 years. She embodied every-
thing that has been right with this event, which 
has raised tens of millions of dollars over these 
many years. Bravo!

We hear that Sara Gilbert was the driving force 
behind the Roseanne reboot—which explains why 
she’s not only starring in it but also an executive 
producer. So far, it is only slated for a limited 
eight-episode season. Another high-profile reboot, 
Will & Grace, is set for 12 episodes. And we may 
have told you about the Dynasty”reboot last week, 
but now we’ve seen the trailer. And, well, you can 
judge it for yourself on BillyMasters.com.

Most shows spend the summer campaigning for 
an Emmy Award. However, the cast and crew of the 
sitcom Mom are going in a different direction. In-
stead of spending money on a media blitz, they 
donated the cash to Planned Parenthood. As far as 
I’m concerned, they’re already winners.

Our “Ask Billy” question is from Josh in Denver. 
“I read that American Gods had the most explicit 
gay sex scene ever. But I don’t watch it. Can you 
show me what the fuss was all about?”

The sex scene in American Gods has been touted 
by critics as “the hottest and most pornographic 
gay sex scene ever on mainstream TV.” Riddle me 
this—since when is Starz mainstream TV? I’m not 
sure I even get Starz. Once I have to enter four 
digits on my remote, I give up. The scene in ques-
tion is between Omid Abtahi and Mousa Kraish—
not really names that roll off the tongue ... unless 
it’s prayer time and you’re facing east. But it is 
hot. Producer Bryan Fuller said, “It was no small 
feat for two gay Muslim characters to have a beau-
tiful, sophistical, sexual experience.” While I’m not 
exactly sure what “sophistical” means, I can cer-
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Anderson Cooper got really feisty recently, 
Billy says. 
Photo from CNN

tainly confirm that there were no small feet! See it 
for yourself on BillyMasters.com.

Could it be that Billy ran into a legend last 
week? Yes, at one of the events mentioned in this 
very column, he found himself next to one of the 
world’s most recognizable men—and almost didn’t 
recognize him! On initial viewing, the guy’s face 
kinda looked like a deflated beach ball. While I 
suspect there are no undies that could lift that 
droopy derrière, I find it questionable when some-
one of advanced age wears skinny jeans with no 
socks! What is the male version of cankles? In this 
case, I’m going with “cadaver-kles.” Photos to fol-
low on BillyMasters.com.

When nothing comes between me and a blind 
item, it’s definitely time to end yet another col-
umn. I should add that the notable name was 
attended to by a coterie of hot young underwear 
model types. Kinda like the guys you see on www.
BillyMasters.com—the site doesn’t charge by the 
hour. If you have a question for me, send it along 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before Mark Ballas takes over the lead 
in The Bodyguard! So, until next time, remember: 
One man’s filth is another man’s bible.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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BY dAVId THILL
 
May is Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) 
Heritage Month, and one AAPI activist the LGBTQ 
community might want to look out for is Amazin 
LeThi.

LeThi, a Vietnam native who grew up in Aus-
tralia, began bodybuilding at the age of six, and 
went on to compete professionally for 20 years. 
Now, she uses her platform as a global advocate 
for LGBTQ people and people affected by HIV/
AIDS.

This summer, LeThi and her foundation, the 
Amazin LeThi Foundation, are embarking on their 
flagship global venture: a sports, education, 
leadership and mentoring program for LGBTQ 
youth and children affected by HIV/AIDS, which 
she plans to bring to Chicago as early as 2018.

 
The program

As a Vietnamese child growing up in Australia, 
LeThi experienced “a terrible amount” of racism, 
she said. “For a very long period, I never had re-

ally anyone that believed in me, and I always was 
kind of told that I would never amount to much.”

Those experiences led LeThi to bodybuilding. 
“Sport became my outlet,” she said. It gave her 
the confidence she was missing, “and I think if it 
wasn’t for bodybuilding, I would be in a different 
place” today.

Indeed, today, LeThi occupies a prominent 
place in national and international LGBTQ and 
AAPI circles. She attended the first White House 
Forum on Global LGBT Human Rights in 2014. 
Currently, she serves as an Athlete Ally and the 
Vietnam Relief Services global ambassador, and 
advises the New York Department of Education on 
Asian youth issues, including LGBTQ issues and 
issues of racism. In May 2016, LeThi was one of 
GLAAD’s “7 Asian LGBT advocates to know this 
AAPI Heritage Month.”

While LeThi’s calling was bodybuilding, she 
believes all sports offer something valuable to 
young people trying to figure out where they fit 
in. “Sport is a way of finding yourself a commu-
nity,” she said, even if it’s just for fun and not a 
professional pursuit. This is why sports are cen-
tral to LeThi’s work, including her new program.

The weeklong program, supported in part by 
the U.S. and Dutch embassies in Vietnam, will 
launch in Haiphong, Vietnam, in July. It will pri-
marily serve LGBTQ youth and youth living with 
or affected by HIV/AIDS—two groups that LeThi 
said are the most marginalized in the Vietnamese 
community.

She described the program as a way to “fast 
track” youth to opportunities for employment 
and networking. The program will provide par-
ticipants educational scholarships, as well as ac-
cess to business leaders through site visits and 
workshops. As part of the leadership component, 
the older participants, who will range in age from 
16 to 22, will lead workshops during which they 
teach skills to a younger group of participants, 
ranging from age 8 to 15.

In addition to athletic opportunities during 
the program, LeThi plans to have professional 
athletes share their stories with the youth. “So 
many athletes were lifted out of poverty through 
sports and became leaders and mentors” in their 
communities, she said. “We can use sports as a 
platform to lift these youth out of poverty.”

She believes that the professional athletic 
community, with its far-reaching influence, can 
serve as an important base of support for LGBTQ 
youth. “It says so much if a professional athlete 
says ‘I support this right,’” she said.

Above all, LeThi wants the program to “ignite 
that fire within the youth, [so] that there’s a pos-
sibility and hope, and that their dreams are pos-
sible.” She hopes that gaining connections to the 
professional community during the program will 
leave the youth with a base from which to build 
once the program ends.

 

Clashing identities 
LeThi has more in mind than just this summer’s 

Haiphong launch. In 2018, she plans to expand 
the program nationally within Vietnam, and in-
ternationally to the United States, where her pro-
posed initial sites are Atlanta and Chicago.

Logistically, the program may change. A week 
might no longer be sufficient in future iterations. 
Also, as LeThi acknowledged, a $1,000 educa-
tional scholarship in Vietnam—which she said 
can cover an entire four-year college education—
is much different from a $1,000 scholarship in 
the United States, which, in many cases, would 
cover a fraction of a semester of tuition.

LeThi also plans to expand the reach of the 
U.S. program beyond just AAPI youth, to include 
other homeless LGBTQ and underserved youth. 
Still, she aims to address the cultural stigmas 
that AAPI youth face, and the added challenges 
for LGBTQ AAPI youth.

Many Asian youth are held to high standards, 
said LeThi. People often think of these youth as 
excellent students who work hard and get good 
grades. But those people don’t realize the inner 
struggles of AAPI youth, “because for many Asian 
youth, it’s a very quiet journey that they suffer 
inside,” she said. “It’s an ask of them that’s so 
unimaginable, that they can never reach.”

The challenges multiply for those AAPI youth 
who identify as LGBTQ. “I think this is something 
that is not mentioned a lot,” said LeThi, “par-
ticularly for Asian youth, of how they have to 
navigate this intersection of their sexual identity 
and their cultural identity.”

For example, she said, many Vietnamese people 
came to the U.S. as refugees with specific ex-
pectations for their families. When their children 
go against those expectations—for example, by 
coming out as gay—the parents often respond 
with disappointment. The pressure to adhere to 
certain standards can cause a great deal of shame 
for LGBTQ AAPI youth, she said.

As a Vietnamese person who spent her child-
hood in a foreign country, who struggled with 
homelessness as a young adult, and who also 
struggled with her sexuality—she prefers not to 
identify as any one thing, but if she had to, she 
would identify as “queer” or “label-less”—LeThi 
identifies with all of these struggles.

The issue of LGBTQ youth homelessness in par-

ticular needs to be addressed, she said. If not, 
these homeless youth “become our lost genera-
tion.”

“It’s an epidemic that we have to address,” said 
LeThi.

For more information on LeThi’s work, read-
ers can visit AmazinLethiFoundation.org.

Former bodybuilder
is advocate for LGBTQ
Asian/Pacific Islander youth 

From left: Then-U.S. Vice President Joe Biden, Amazin LeThi and Jill Biden.
Photo by david Lienemann

Amazin LeThi.
Photo by Alina Oswald

Registration open
for AIDS Run & Walk

Registration has opened for the 16th an-
nual AIDS Run & Walk Chicago on Sunday, 
Oct. 1. 

The event will start and finish at Soldier 
Field in Chicago, and courses for the 5K walk 
and the 5K/10K runs will stretch along Lake 
Michigan. Those runs start at 8:30 a.m., with 
the walk beginning at 8:45 a.m. (The open-
ing ceremony will start at 7:25 a.m.)

Funds raised through AIDS Run & Walk Chi-
cago will benefit programs and services for 
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago and more 
than 30 other metropolitan organizations 
that provide life-saving services to people 
living with HIV and AIDS. Since it was es-
tablished in 2001, AIDS Run & Walk Chicago 
has netted more than $5 million to battle 
the epidemic.

For more information, visit AIDSRunWalk.
org or call 312-334-0946.

King to speak at
NU on June 16

Advocate/sports icon Billie Jean King will 
deliver this year’s commencement address at 
Northwestern University on Friday, June 16.

King was ranked six times as the year’s 
number one women’s tennis player and won 
39 Grand Slam singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles titles, including a record 20 cham-
pionships at Wimbledon. She is the founder 
of the Billie Jean King Leadership Initiative, 
the Women’s Tennis Association and the 
Women’s Sports Foundation, and she is the 
co-founder of World TeamTennis.

Northwestern’s 159th commencement cer-
emony will begin at 9:30 a.m. in Ryan Field 
on the Evanston campus.
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Wed., May 24 
OUTAging: Summit on Our Possibilities 

To examine advocacy, resources and in-
clusion with and for LGBTQ older adults. 
This day is only for people who identify 
as LGBTQ older adults (55+) who are not 
paid staff of organizations that serve 
older adults. Hosted by Pride Action 
Tank, AARP and Affinity Community Ser-
vices, organized by planning committee 
including AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 
Center on Halsted, SAGE and LGBTQ 
older adults. Conference through May 
25. No fee to attend;  9:30am - 4:30pm   
AARP Offices, #710, 222 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago  http://events.aidschicago.org/
site/Calendar?id=102523&view=Detail  
Tickets: http://prideactiontank.org

Trans Talk with Jennifer Leininger 
Center on Halsted’s Vanessa Sheridan 
introduces Jennifer Leininger, Program 
Manager of the Gender and Sexual De-
velopment Program at the Ann and 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of 
Chicago. A new way to learn about the 
transgender community. $10 suggested 
donation.  7:00pm - 8:00pm   Center on 

Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tick-
ets: https://community.centeronhalst-
ed.org/TransTalk?erid=5884132&trid=29
a56cd4-4861-4af3-91dc-2df797e38906

IML/IMBB 2017 Meet & Greet Join us in 
welcoming IML class of 39, IMBB class 
of 25 and friends to Chicago. All are 

welcome to attend.   9:00pm - 1:00am   
Touche  6412 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.touchechicago.com

Thursday, May 25
International Mr. Leather Kickoff Party 

The night starts at 8 pm with compli-
mentary cocktails, a live DJ and models. 
Meet the CEO and Founder of Nasty Pig, 
David Lauterstein and his team! We will 
be donating 10 percent of the evening’s 
sales to The Anti-Cruelty Society and 
every purchase enters you in the raffle 
for prizes from our brands.  8:00pm - 
10:00pm   Cram Fashion  3331 North 
Broadway Chicago  http://events.r20.
constantcontact.com/register/event?oe
idk=a07ee458smg6bcad0ed&llr=iiu456c
ab&showPage=true

Kiss & Tell The Owl and SlutTalk host a 
new, monthly storytelling series and 
open mic about sex, dating and love. 
Live performance with an open-mic 
component. No cover  9:30pm   The 
Owl, 2521 N. Milwaukee Ave.  http://
WeAreSlutTalk.com

Friday, May 26
TPAN’s ride For AIdS Happy Hour Fun-

draiser for TPAN’s annual 200-mile bike 
trek to raise funds for all the work TPAN 
does all year in empowering everyone 
living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS to 
live open, healthy, and productive lives.  
3:30pm - 7:00pm   The Sofo Tap  4923 

N Clark Chicago  http://www.tpan.com
Queer Prom 2017 Students/Youth $20 

(21 and under). Adult Youth Allies $30. 
Doors 6pm.   7:30pm - 11:30pm   Na-
tional Museum of Mexican Art  1852 W. 
19th St. Chicago  Tickets: https://ho-
mofrecuencia.wufoo.com/forms/zzmp-
zu91ve8mj1/

Peaches Through The Ages: ‘70s Seven-
ties Party Benefitting Center on Halsted. 
DJ Coro K. Tickets $10-$15. 10:00pm 
- 2:00am   The Godfrey Hotel, 127 W. 
Huron St.;  Tickets: https://www.event-
brite.com/e/peaches-through-the-ag-
es-70s-presented-by-peach-tickets-339
33062704?aff=efbeventtix#tickets

Saturday, May 27 
Belmont-Sheffield Music Fest Top local 

tribute bands, food, libations… arti-
sans… and an all-new second stage  
12:00pm   Between Belmont (3200 N.) 
and Roscoe (3400 N.)  773.868.3010  
http://www.ChicagoEvents.com 

Sunday, May 28 
IML: International Mr. Leather Contest 

The big show! Come see who will be cho-
sen as the new International Mr. Leath-
er. Ticket Packages available at Congress 
Plaza Hotel, 1st floor Ticket Sales Desk. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., contest begins at 
6 p.m. Proudly sponsored by Miller Lite.  
6:00pm - 9:00pm   Auditorium Theatre 

of Roosevelt University  50 E Congress 
Pkwy Chicago  http://www.imrl.com

Monday, May 29
AVEr Chicago Chapter 25th Anniver-

sary Celebration 3rd Floor. Follows 1 pm 
dedication by the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights and allies of a new monu-
ment honoring LGBTQ military service. 
Questions to Tim Zylstra 213-434-9291 
or Jim Darby at 773-752-0058.  2:00pm 
- 6:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  http://www.aver.com

Sweet & Savory BBQ ride 4 AIdS Fund-
raiser Shots, drink specials and raffles! 
Purchases of select beverages, raffle 
tickets, etc. or direct donations all help 
support the Ride for AIDS ChicagoTPAN. 
2:00pm - 6:00pm   Touche  6412 N Clark 
St Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
pg/TeamToucheFans/events

Wed., May 31 
Musical Comedy Whore, with david Pe-

vsner Pevsner is a Skokie native who 
has appeared in New York productions 
of When Pigs Fly and Party, contributed 
songs to Naked Boys Singing, and per-
formed an autobiographical one-man 
show called To Bitter and Back at Bai-
liwick Repertory in 2002. Through June 
4.  7:30pm   Pride Arts Center, 4139 N 
Broadway

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

LEATHER DAYS

International Mr. Leather 
(IML) activities will take 

place; see IMrL.com.
Photo by Andrew davis

May 24-29

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SErVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/17-52)

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
ArE YOU GOING THrOUGH A dIFFICULT TIME? 
Feeling overwhelmed, anxious or depressed? Is 
your relationship struggling? I can help you better 
understand these situations and create solutions for 
them. My practical approach entails a therapeutic 
alliance that is affirming, empathic, and interactive. 
Michael J. Bland, Psy.d., LCPC. Northside location. 
773-404-8161. Michael@BlandTherapy.com / 
www.BlandTherapy.com (9/28/17-52)

HELP WANTED
ENTrEPrENEUrIAL SPIrITS WANTEd. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(5/31/17-4)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKE YOUr dECK LOOK FABULOUS! Get on our sched-
ule to have your deck cleaned and sealed. We also do 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com (2/15/18-60) 

MASSAGE
FIrST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUr. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 (6/21/17-13)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

SKIN CARE INSTITUTE
CLASSIFIEDS

Become an Esthetician!

(847) 329-9174
www.estelle.edu

Scholarships Available
for up to $1,000

* = Federal Financial Aid available only to those who qualify. Limited number of scholarships available to 
out-of-pocket students. Restrictions may apply.

Gainful Employment Disclosures available at http://www.estelle.edu/admissions/disclosures/

Financial Aid Available* • Nationally Accredited

DISH from page 34

nolottini di fagiano (pheasant-filled pasta) and 
lobster gnocchi. This is also the only of the three 
restaurants there with a menu that occasionally 
changes.
 However, I cannot end this without mention-
ing Italian Village’s climate-controlled wine cel-
lar. Wine director Jared Gelband took Windy City 
Times through what is sometimes called “the cel-
lar in the sky,” complete with more than 1,200 
selections (and at least 30,000 bottles).
 There’s a reason Italian Village is an institu-
tion. Give it a try.

dining news
 —A Nutella-themed cafe will open in Chicago 
on Wed., May 31, inside Millennium Park, The 
Huffington Post reported. A menu that Eater ob-
tained shows the café will offer savory dishes, 
along with some items not served with Nutella. 
The cafe will offer everything from muffins to 
crepes to paninis to fondue.
 —LondonHouse Chicago, 85 E. Wacker Dr., an-
nounced that Land & Lake Kitchen, the latest LM 
Restaurant Group (LMRG) concept, is set to open 
this summer on the ground-floor retail space ad-
jacent to the hotel’s main entrance on Wacker 
Drive. Tim Davidson, the former chef at LMRG’s 
Troquet River North, will be the restaurant’s exec-
utive chef, offering upscale yet casual American 
cuisine.
 Note: restaurant profiles/events are based 
on invitations arranged from restaurants and/
or firms.
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BOOK REVIEW

Edges of the Rainbow:
LGBTQ Japan
by Michel Delsol & 
Haruku Shinozaki
$21.95; The New
Press; 192 pages
BY ANGELIQUE SMITH

Edges of the Rainbow: LGBTQ Japan chronicles 
modern life in the Land of the Rising Sun as its 
queer community gains more visibility and recog-
nition. It is part of an ongoing photobook series, 
with other installments focusing on LGBTQ life in 
locations such as Delhi, New York City and Aus-
tralia.

With an enlightening introduction exploring 
Japan’s complicated history of sexual identity 
from Mark McLelland (a professor of gender and 
sexuality studies and previously of Japanese stud-
ies), the remainder of the book features intimate 
images captured by photographer Michel Delsol, 
along with text by journalist Haruku Shinozaki 
introducing us to a vast array of characters across 
the LGBTQ continuum.

In Tokyo, we meet Yoshiki, an Episcopalian 
priest who poses with the solemnity of his posi-
tion but can’t hide the twinkle in his eye as he 
recounts meeting his partner of 15 years. Chiga, a 
“500-percent straight lesbian,” stands proud and 
well-suited in her aptly named bar, Gold Finger, 
and talks of ignoring the norms that society dic-
tates. We also span the walls of the akta com-
munity center, peppered with monthly newslet-
ters and risqué safe sex ads, as its leaders work 
to bring HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention to 
Tokyo.

In Niigata, we meet Keiki, a trans male tarot-

card reader who bares it all with friends in his 
moody-hued photos but is also seen honoring 
Japanese birthday traditions with his wife and 
family.

In Osaka, trans woman activist and pop idol Ai 
showcases her life in the spotlight as she walks 
through Harajuku sporting panda earmuffs and 
bright Barbie doll-esque colors while taking self-
ies with local teens. She started her career as a 
drag queen and now hosts a show on fighting 
prejudice. Fuyumi and Makoto’s photos are full 
of tearful airport reunions and Google+ sessions 
as they navigate their long-distance relationship. 
Both born deaf, they’re developing new sign lan-
guage to represent queer culture-related words.

The sacred city of Kyoto introduces us to inter-
sex Tatsuki and wife Eishin, a Reiki healer, whose 
photos show us the importance of their faith as 
Buddhist disciples. The boy band-like members 

of Apotheke, a pop group that addresses LGBTQ 
culture issues, puts on a yearly drag ball and per-
forms at pride festivals framed by rainbow bal-
loons dotting the sky.

Although the cityscapes, individual stories 
and levels of acceptance differ, in a conformist 
culture where being the “nail that sticks out” 

is discouraged, this photobook is a triumphant 
celebration of how those on the margins are fear-
lessly living their truth.

 The photographs are copyright Michel Delsol, 
from the book Edges of the Rainbow, written by 
Michel Delsol and Haruku Shinozaki and published 
by The New Press (May 2017). 

WCT publisher named
to local power list

Media reporter/watchdog Robert Feder has 
unveiled his annual list of the most powerful 
women in Chicago journalism—and Windy City 
Times Publisher/Executive Editor Tracy Baim is 
among the top 20.

Baim made the second group of 10 on Fed-
er’s list, alongside such figures as DNAInfo.
com Deputy Editor/Social Media Director Jen 
Sabella and Chicago Tribune columnist Mary 
Schmich. WGN Television and CLTV News Direc-
tor Jennifer Lyons headed the top 10; a few of 
the others include political editor Carol Marin, 
Chicago Sun-Times columnist Michael Sneed, 
WBBM Newsradio Managing Editor Julie Mann 
and The Chicago Reporter Editor/Publisher Su-
san Smith Richardson.

The article is at RobertFeder.
com/2017/05/08/powerful-women-chicago-
journalism-2017-edition/.

Melt, Yates win
Markowitz Award

Lambda Literary, which promotes LGBTQ lit-
erature, announced that Chicagoan H. Melt and 
Victor Yates are the recipients of the 2017 Ju-

dith A. Markowitz Award for Emerging LGBTQ 
Writers.

The judges for the prize were 2016 Emerging 
Writer winner JP Howard and queer scholar and 
activist Theodore Kerr.

The Emerging Writer Award—which consists 
of two cash prizes of $1,000—is made pos-
sible by Judith A. Markowitz. To qualify for the 
award, recipients must have published up to 
two books or one book and additional literary 
work such as short stories, essays or journalis-
tic articles.

Melt and Yates will be recognized at the 29th 
Annual Lambda Literary Awards ceremony on 
Monday, June 12, in New York City.

Levithan wins
literary prize

Writer David Levithan has received The Chi-
cago Tribune’s Young Adult Literary Prize.

Levithan is the award-winning author of 
many bestselling works which explore a wide 
range of adolescent themes, including Boy 
Meets Boy (2003): Nick and Norah’s Infinite 
Playlist (2006); Will Grayson, Will Grayson 
(2010); Every Day (2012); Hold Me Closer 
(2015); and You Know Me Well (2016). 

Levithan will be honored at the 2017 Printers 
Row Lit Fest on June 10 in downtown Chicago.
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When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
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• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

2047 N MOZART ST.
BEAUTIFUL LOGAN SQUARE DUPLEX

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A SHOWING

TexT or call: (312) 782-4615
JudgeShapiro@gmail.com

JudgeShapirolaw.com
180 N. laSalle Street, Suite 3700, chicago, Il 60601

Specializing in
Same-Sex
Weddings

In English and/or Spanish
Starting at $300 

Judge James a.
shapiro (ret.)

Wedding Officiant

Judge Shapiro actively supported same-sex weddings ... 

now he gets to officiate them!

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

Professional Condo/Coop 
Property Management at an 
Affordable Rate

Dedicated to Achieving
100% Customer Satisfaction

Kane Property
Management Corp.

773-472-2300
www.KaneManagement.com

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777
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http://www.discover.com/pride
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