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Beginning in June 1981, the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) began to gather reports of “19 cases of biopsy-
confirmed Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS) and/or Pneumocystis carinii 
pneumonia (PCP) among previously healthy homosexual male 
residents of Los Angeles and Orange counties.”

One month later, on July 3, the CDC noted in its Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report that “During the past 30 months, 
Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS), an uncommonly reported malignancy 
in the United States, has been diagnosed in 26 homosexual 
men (20 in New York City [NYC]; 6 in California). Skin or mu-
cous membrane lesions, often dark blue to violaceous plaques 
or nodules, were present in most of the patients on their 
initial physician visit. However, these lesions were not always 
present and often were considered benign by the patient and 
his physician.”

That same year, Izhar Patkin—an Israeli-born artist then 
living in New York—completed a painting he titled “Unveiling 
of a Modern Chastity.” 

A bleak landscape, created in hues of yellow, is scattered 

with three-dimensional, crimson abrasions of varying sizes 
and shapes. Looking at the work without either the histori-
cal context or the story behind it, Patkin’s work could be 
interpreted as the overhead image of an inhospitable alien 
landscape that is as desolate as it is savage. 

In a 2015 interview with Art News, former Chicagoan, gay-
rights activist and director of the visual studies doctoral pro-
gram at the Buffalo campus of the State University of New 
York Jonathan David Katz called Unveiling of a Modern Chas-
tity “the first [AIDS] work I’ve encountered.”

Whether Katz is indeed correct in his discovery is a deeply 
regrettable unknown. 

Whereas the medical history of HIV/AIDS in the United 
States, its cultural and political effects and the devastation 
it unleashed and continues to wreak upon countless souls is 
heavily documented in over 35 years of figures, statistics, 
graphs, books, plays and film, an exploration of the disease 
from within the limitless mind of the visual artist has been 
difficult to map and, until now, never gathered in a single 
place. 
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A proud member and supporter of our community for over 20 years, no real estate broker 
in the city sells or gives back to our community as much as Brad.

BRAD LIPPITZ
3323 N. Broadway | Chicago, IL 60657 
980 N. Michigan Ave #900 | Chicago, IL 60611
773.404.1144
BLippitz@KoenigRubloff.com
BradLippitz.com

THE BRAD LIPPITZ GROUP presents August Featured Properties

Wonderful light-filled Gold Coast 
gem on the top floor of a charming 
vintage boutique elevator building. 
Enjoy a spacious skylit floorplan 
with fabulous south city views. 
$849,000

1510 N DEARBORN #501

With glorious views of the park 
and lake, this 4 bedroom, 3 
bath vintage condominium of a 
classic pre-war elevator building 
offers classic elegance and a 
wonderful floor plan for living and 
entertaining. $925,000

2920 N COMMONWEALTH #9A

Truly spectacular, total renovation 
of expansive 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
residence with the most amazing 
views in all directions of the lake 
and the city, both day and night. 
$799,000

3150 N LAKE SHORE DR #24F

Refreshing, beautiful, sunlit 
residence in move-in condition 
in prized Beaux Arts building 
has been totally renovated and 
redesigned for gracious living 
and entertaining. 2-car on-site 
parking included. $1,295,000

3400 N LAKE SHORE DR #2D

Spacious 2 bedroom vintage unit on 
top floor in East Lakeview has sun 
pouring in and oozes charm at every 
turn! Wonderful separate formal 
living and dining rooms, gorgeous 
granite/stainless kitchen, rear deck 
overlooking common yard. $359,000

607 W BUCKINGHAM PL #3N

Custom designed, light-filled 5 
bedroom, 3.5 bath home on extra-
wide lot in Bell School District 
in Roscoe Village. 100% move-in 
ready, with everything finished and 
designed with style and integrity. 
$1,599,000

3524 N OAKLEY

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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The Gun Violence Prevention PAC hosted an 
event focused on LGBTQs and guns Aug. 18 at 
Weinberg/Newton Gallery.

“Disarm Hate … One Vote at a Time” was a 
discussion on how gun safety advocates and 
the LGBTQ community can join forces to de-
mand better gun legislation.

G-PAC is a coalition of dozens of groups 
working to counter the influence of the gun 
industry and the NRA on state legislators.

G-PAC Executive Director Kathleen Sances 
moderated the discussion. Panelists were Kim 
Hunt of Pride Action Tank; Emmanuel Garcia 
of Familia Trans Queer Liberation Movement; 
Brian Johnson of Equality Illinois; activist 
Michael Bauer; and Tracy Baim, publisher of 
Windy City Times.

A variety of strategies were discussed, includ-
ing how to better engage the LGBTQ community 
in the post-Orlando shooting landscape. Garcia 
said that efforts to pass stricter gun laws need 
to take into account potentially discriminatory 
measures aimed at people of color, such as 
putting more individuals on “watch lists” that 
would bar equal access.

Bauer urged an aggressive approach to “help 
our friends and punish our enemies” in Spring-
field, using similar strategies to pro-choice and 
other successful movements.

Hunt talked about the need to build relation-
ships between many diverse communities in or-
der to build build stronger intersectional work. 
Hunt and others also pointed out that the is-

sues of gun violence are far more complex than 
any one law can solve, and involve working on 
poverty, education, justice and interconnected 
issues.

Johnson said that efforts to build bridges 
are key in doing any work that involves broad 
coalitions.

Baim said that the massacre in Orlando can 
be a pivot point on LGBTQ involvement in the 
fight for stricter gun laws, but that the ap-
proach needs to be well-crafted and action-
oriented. She also called for pressure to be put 
on corporations who donate to candidates who 
won’t back stricter gun laws.

An audience member said perhaps a divest-
ment push could happen to pressure mutual 
funds away from investing in the gun industry. 

A police officer said that no one wants more 
strict gun laws than the police, who face down 
legal and illegal guns every day. He said the 
problems in Chicago are especially linked to 
straw purchases of guns, and that the judicial 
system is not enforcing the laws that already 
to exist to try to stem the tide of guns into the 
city of Chicago.

Joy McCormack, co-founder of Chicago Sur-
vivors, agreed to act as a liaison between the 
work of G-PAC and LGBTQ organizations, focus-
ing on clear action steps for the community. 
These can include lobbying, voting guides and 
protests.

See http://gpacillinois.com/ and https://
www.facebook.com/GaysAgainstGunsCHI/.

G-PAC hosts discussion
on lGbtQs and gun laws

UiC among top 30
lGbtQ-friendly 
schools

Charlotte, North Carolina—Campus Pride an-
nounced its 2016 “Best of the Best” Top 30 
list of LGBTQ-friendly colleges and universities.

The only state school on the list is the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). 

For eight years, the listing has highlighted 
the most LGBTQ-inclusive colleges and univer-
sities when it comes to policy, program and 
practice in higher education.

Campus Pride chose 30 campuses to high-
light this year based on their overall ratings 
on the Campus Pride Index and specific LGBTQ-
inclusive benchmark measures. 

Some of the other schools on the list are San 
Diego State University, Princeton University, 

Macalester College, Indiana University-Bloom-
ington, the University of Vermont, Cornell Uni-
versity, the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

To check out the full list with details about 
each college, go to http://campuspride.org/
campuspridetopcampuses.

Welcome for Daniel-
McCarter Aug. 25

There will be a community welcome for new 
Illinois Safe Schools Alliance Executive Direc-
tor Owen Daniel-McCarter on Thursday, Aug. 
25, 5:30-7:30 p.m., at Access Living, 115 W. 
Chicago Ave.

The event is free, although donations can 
be made. RSVP at http://welcomeowen.event-
brite.com.

Panelists (from left) michael Bauer, Brian Johnson, Kim hunt, Kathleen Sances, emmanuel 
Garcia and tracy Baim.

Automotive
- Company: Mercedes. Creative: 

The Mixx. Placement: 
Merkley and Partners.

Financial
- Company: Wells Fargo.  

Creative: Wells Fargo In-
House. Placement: Wells 
Fargo In House.

- Company: PNC Bank. 
Creative: Deutsch Inc. 
Placement: MetroSN.

- Company: Regions Bank. 
Creative: Luckie & Company. 
Placement: Harmelin Media.

Non-profit
- Organization: Harlem United. 

Creative: Better World 
Advertising.  Placement: 
Better World Advertising.

- Organization: DC Office of 
Human Rights. Placement: 
Better World Advertising.

- Organization: CDC. Ad: 
“Testing Makes Us Stronger”. 
Placement: FHI360.

- Organization: CDC. Ad: “Start 
Talking”. Placement: FHI360. 

- Organization: CDC. Ad: 
“Treatment Works”. 
Placement: McCulloch + 
Company.

- Organization: CDC. Ad: “Tips 
From Former Smokers”. 
Creative: Arnold Worldwide 
Placement: Plowshare 
Group.

Pharmaceutical- Branded
- Company: Gilead. Product: 

Stribild. Creative: Palio + 
Ignite. Placement: Wilson 
Media.

- Product: Salix, Fulyzaq. 
Creative: Link9. Placement: 
Compas.

Pharmaceutical- Unbranded
- Company: Gilead. Ad: 

“Answers”. Creative: Digitas. 
Placement: Wilson Media.

Spirits
- Company: Pernod Ricard USA. 

Product: Absolut. Creative: 
Sid Lee. Placement: 360i.

travel
- Company: Alaska Airlines.  

Creative: Mekanism. 
Placement: Hawthorn 
Marketing + Media.

- Company: Hyatt. Creative: 
BBDO. Placement: PHD.

- Company: Loews Hotel. 
Creative: Catch New York.  
Placement: Catch New York.

- Company: Key West 
Tourism. Creative: Tinsley 
Advertising. Placement: 
Tinsley Advertising.

- Company: Palm Springs 
Tourism. Placement: JNS 
Advertising.

 In addition, Ad POP seeks 
to reward companies who 
have reached out and included 
the LGBT community in ads, 
some of whom have done so 
for the very first time. A few 
honorable mentions below.

honorable mentions
- Company: Allstate. Creative: 

Leo Burnett. Placement: 
Tapestry.

- Company: Delta Airlines. 
Creative: Wieden+Kennedy. 
Placement: PHD.

- Company: Nordstrom. 
Placement: Mindshare.  

- Organization: Hillary Clinton.

regional Awardees
- Atlanta Winner presented 

by Georgia Voice: Prima 
Printing.

- Boston Winner presented by 
Bay Windows: J.J Bodner 
Insurance.

- Central Florida Winner 
presented by Watermark: 
Artegon Marketplace.

- Chicago Winner presented 
by Windy City Times: Joffrey 
Ballet (design by Chirp 
Design, Inc.).

- Dallas Winner presented 
by Dallas Voice: Dallas 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (design by Tracy 
Locke).

- Detroit Winner presented by 
Between The Lines: B. Ella 
Bridal.

- Los Angeles Winner 
presented by The Pride L.A: 
Ko’an.

- New York Winner presented 
by Gay City News: MetroPlus 
(design by MSA Marketing).

- Philadelphia Winner 
presented by Philadelphia 
Gay News: Steven Singer 
Jewelers.

- San Francisco Winner 
presented by Bay Area 
Reporter: Rainbow Grocery 
(design by Goodman 
Marketing Partners).

- South Florida Winner 
presented by South Florida 
Gay News: JM Lexus of 
Fort Lauderdale (design by 
Pinnacle Ad Group).

- Washington, D.C. Winner 
presented by Washington 
Blade: Gay Men’s Chorus of 
Washington DC (design by 
Craig Cipollini, Gay Men’s 
Chorus Washington, D.C.).

About NGmA:
 The National Gay Media 
Association is a professional 
organization dedicated to 
bringing together common 
marketing procedures and 
standards to local gay media 
outlets, print or digital. NGMA 
is the premiere vehicle for 
national advertisers to reach 
the LGBT marketplace.
 See http://www.national-
gaymediaassociation.com/ .

NEW YORK — The National Gay Media Association has announced the winners of the inaugural Ad POP 
awards. 
 The Ad POPs (Pride in Online and Print) reward the best representations of LGBT individuals in online 
and print advertising in regional LGBT media.
 Ad POP is a production of the National Gay Media Association, a group of the nation’s leading LGBT 
newspaper publishers, located in New York (Gay City News), Washington, D.C. (Washington Blade), Bos-
ton (Bay Windows), Philadelphia (Philadelphia Gay News), Detroit (Between the Lines), Chicago (Windy 
City Times), Dallas (Dallas Voice), Los Angeles (The Pride), San Francisco (Bay Area Reporter), Atlanta 
(Georgia Voice), Ft. Lauderdale (SFGN) and Orlando (Watermark).
 Winners were selected from both the national and regional levels.
 Here are the winners from Ad POP’s national contest, for ads placed in 2015:

National Gay Media Association 
announces inaugural Ad POP awardees

50 East Congress Parkway, Chicago
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Deception. 
Unrequited love. 

Suspense. 
Obsession. 
Abduction.

chicago Ad POP 
winner Joffrey 
Ballet.

Other inaugural Ad POP 
awardees include these 
from (left to right) 
Absolut, mercedes-
Benz and PNc Bank.
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Twelve individuals, two organizations, and 
two friends of the community have been se-
lected for induction into the Chicago LGBT Hall 
of Fame, the organization which honors and 
celebrates notable members of Chicago’s LGBT 
communities.

The Hall of Fame’s annual induction ceremo-
ny will take place on Wed., Nov. 9, from 5:30-7 
p.m., at the Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. 
Clark St. The reception will begin at 5:30 p.m., 
with the program scheduled to follow at 6 p.m. 
The event is free and open to the public.  

The inductees were selected by a commit-
tee composed of current individual inductees 
who reviewed an array of nominations submit-
ted by members of the public. The names were 
released by Friends of the Chicago LGBT Hall 
of Fame, a section 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization.

 “This year’s inductees, like our rosters since 
1991, represent LGBT achievements in a variety 
of fields,” said Mary Morten and Gary G. Chich-
ester, co-chairs of the Friends organization and 
longtime leaders in maintaining the Hall of 
Fame. “Each year, the Hall of Fame spotlights 
some of the many who have made contribu-
tions to their own communities and to the city 
as a whole.”

“It continues to show how important contri-
butions from our LGBT communities and from 
our friends pave the way for the future,” said 
Israel Wright, executive director of the orga-
nization. “It is humbling to recognize each 
inductee’s special efforts to create change in 
ways that affect us all so greatly.”

Hall of Fame inductees fall into one of three 
categories: “individual,” “organization,” or 
“friend of the community.” Nominees represent 
all of Chicago’s sexual-minority communities, 
including LGBT Chicagoans, past and present, 
living and dead, as well as those who have sup-
ported or assisted them. 

Those honored in 2016 in the “Individual” 
Category include:

—robert Allerton (1873-1964): Honorary 
president and trustee of the Art Institute, this 
gay Chicago philanthropist’s donations beauti-
fied the city. In 1951 Allerton pressured the 
state legislature to permit adult adoptions. He 
spearheaded this effort as a way to adopt his 
adult partner so his inheritance could not be 
legally challenged. This opened the door the 
first legally recognized same-sex relationships.

—tom Bachtell, 59: Artist, musician and, 
most notably, the prolific illustrator whose 
distinctive drawings and caricatures appear in 
“Talk of the Town” and other sections of The 
New Yorker, as well as periodicals such as News-
week and Entertainment Weekly.  

—ronald e. Bogan, 65: In 1992 he became 
the first man to publicly come out as gay in 
a major Chicago newspaper while still actively 
serving in the Chicago Police Department—
opening the door to recruiting openly LGBT of-
ficers. He served on the Chicago Police Depart-
ment as a hate-crimes investigator. 

—roman Buenostro, 49: Co-founder of the 
Association for Latin Men for Action (ALMA) 
and who has served persons living with AIDS 
as a director at the AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago for the last 18 years, most recently as the 
Director of Special Projects overseeing innova-
tive programs that seek to reengage people liv-
ing with HIV. 

—David cerda, 55: Co-founder and artistic 
director of Hell in a Handbag Productions, a 
theatrical group formed to celebrate and pre-
serve the art of high camp and parody on the 

stage. His productions include Poseidon: An 
Upside Down Musical, The Birds, Christmas 
Dearest, and Caged Dames, among many oth-
ers.

—David csicsko, 59: Acclaimed graphic art-
ist and designer whose distinctive artwork, 
stained glass, and mosaics have beautified 
many Chicago locales, including the Belmont 
“EL” Station. His many credits include design-
ing the 2012 holiday season displays at the 
White House. 

—Patrick Dennis (1921-1976): Author of 16 

books, including the enormously popular best-
selling camp classic Auntie Mame. Dennis was 
the first individual to have three books simul-
taneously on the New York Times best-seller 
list. 

—Kim hunt, 54: Current Executive Director 
of the Pride Action Network, former Executive 
Director of Affinity Community Services, Co-
founder of the OUTSpoken storytelling series, 
and current Board Member of the Legacy Proj-
ect.  

—Dr. thomas Klein, 65: Longtime openly 
gay physician who was on the front lines dur-
ing the darkest days of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
He has served on the boards of Howard Brown 
as well as Horizons, is a current board member 
of Heartland Health Outreach, and is a member 
of the Gay and Lesbian American Medical As-

sociation. 
—Norma Seledon, 54: Longstanding activist 

within the women’s, Latina and LGBTQ commu-
nities through her professional affiliations with 
Chicago Public Schools as well as Amigas Lati-
nas, Mujeres Latinas in Accione, and Lesbian 
Community Cancer Project. 

—maritxa Vidal, 59: President of the TransL-
atin@Coalition: Chicago Chapter, board mem-
ber of the national TransLatin@Coalition, and 
Director of Health Education, Community Out-
reach, and Marketing at Vida/SIDA. 

—Dr. yvonne Welbon, 54: Acclaimed film-
maker has promoted understanding the experi-
ence of Black Lesbians, Black Women and the 
larger Black Community. Her work includes Sis-
ters in Cinema, The New Black and Living with 
Pride: Ruth Ellis @ 100.

In the “Organization” category:
—Amigas latinas: Non-profit organization 

which provided advocacy, programming, and 
support for an array of issues facing LGBTQ 

Latinas in the Chicagoland area from 1995 to 
2015. 

—Big chicks: For 30 years, this pioneering 
Uptown bar has served as a diverse LGBTQ wa-
tering hole, a hub of community events and 
performances, and a longstanding center of 
LGBTQ fundraising and sponsorship.

And in the “Friend of the Community” Cat-
egory:

—Patrick Quinn, 68: Governor of Illinois 
2009-2015. Quinn is a longtime supporter of 
the LGBTQ community whose contributions in-
cluded decisive support for anti-bullying, HIV 
funding, non-discriminatory policies, and sign-
ing legislation to make Illinois the 16th state 
to provide full marriage equality. 

—The John marshall law School: A Chicago 

institution since 1899. An early opponent of 
police entrapment and of discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and gender identity, the 
school remains a center for LGBT advocacy and 
scholarship in Illinois.

The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame was estab-
lished in 1991 under the auspices of what was 
then the Chicago Commission on Human Re-
lations’ Advisory Council on Gay and Lesbian 
(later, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 
Issues, a municipal government agency. At the 
end of 2011, the advisory council ceased to 
exist after a commission restructuring, and the 
Friends organization succeeded it as caretaker 
of the Hall of Fame in partnership with city 
government.

Beginning with the first ceremony in 1991, 
former Mayor Richard M. Daley personally par-
ticipated in the Hall of Fame’s induction cere-
monies. Current Mayor Rahm Emanuel has done 
the same.

The purpose of the organization is to rec-
ognize the achievements of LGBT Chicagoans, 

their contributions to the development of the 
city, and the help they have received from oth-
ers. In 2016, the 26th annual induction cer-
emony will be held and the honor remains an 
official recognition by Chicago’s government of 
the city’s LGBT residents and their allies.

Those selected for the “individual” category 
are or were members of Chicago’s LGBT com-
munities and have made single far-reaching 
or significant long-term contributions to the 
quality of life of those communities or of the 
city as a whole. Those in the “organization” 
category are LGBT businesses and nonprofit 
groups that have done likewise. “Friends of the 
community” are non-LGBT-identified individu-
als and organizations that have contributed to 
the quality of life of the city’s LGBT communi-
ties.

Chicago lGbt Hall
of Fame 2016
inductions named
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clockwise from above:
David csicsko (left), pictured with erin Adams.
Photo by Hal Baim
Kim hunt.
Photo by Kat Fitzgerald (www.MysticImagesPhotography.
com)
maritxa Vidal.
Photo by Vern Hester 
Norma Seledon.
Photo by Hal Baim
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By GretcheN rAchel hAmmOND
 
SlutWalk collective member Red Schulte de-
scribed it as a “tug of war” with officers of the 
Chicago Police Department (CPD) when more 
than 700 participants of SlutWalk Chicago 2016 
set out to reclaim the streets of the Magnifi-
cent Mile Aug. 20.

At stake was each SlutWalkers’ right to turn 
those streets into an inclusive space that 
echoed with an impassioned “demand an end 
to rape culture, victim blaming, slut shaming 
and whorephobia.”

Pitted against them was the CPD’s determi-
nation to restrict the marchers to the Magnifi-
cent Mile’s sidewalks.

With no prior knowledge of the route the 
SlutWalk was going to take, the CPD were of-
ten seen scrambling to herd participants using 
officers on bicycles and Segways as a human 
barricade.

However, the resolve of each member of the 
now five-year-old annual protest—fueled by 
anger at the systematic degradation and crimi-
nalization of the female body and a profound 
cry for the freedom, dignity and sanctuary of 
that body from attack whether through humili-
ation, violence or society’s confinement—was 
often enough to turn the war to the marcher’s 
favor.

Those moments were heralded by a resound-
ing cheer when the bicycles fell back and the 
SlutWalkers claimed even a single block’s worth 
of pavement as “our streets.”

Whenever the CPD would not back down, the 
SlutWalk became a mass sit-in as participants 
took a break and instead blocked the north-
bound lane of the Michigan Avenue bridge and 
the intersection of Michigan and Ohio while 
becoming a consolidated megaphone that re-
peated the story of women like Alisha Walker 
who was convicted in January of second degree 
murder by a Cook County Jury and sentenced to 
15 years in the death of a high school teach-
er—an act which Walker asserted was one of 
self-defense.

The SlutWalk would then resume its path 
north on Michigan Avenue until another in-
tersection brought another stand-off with the 
CPD.

To bystanders, it was difficult to tell who was 
in control.

The SlutWalkers never once seemed to waiv-
er. It was not so much that the CPD were able 
to force them to the sidewalks, but that the 
marchers felt like they were better served as 
venues to deliver messages to Magnificent Mile 
shoppers such as “teach your sons not to rape.”  

The day began with a noon rally at Millen-
nium Park’s Chicago Bean.

As the SlutWalkers gathered, it was employ-
ees of the park’s private security firm who set 
themselves up as the event’s primary antago-
nists.

They demanded that those women who had 
removed their tops immediately cover-up 
again, despite the fact that the marchers were 
protected from illegality by creatively designed 
pasties.

“We accept each other,” a SlutWalk collec-
tive member declared. “There are people here 
in T-shirts and jeans, there are people here who 
choose to be top-free and we are not ashamed.”

When members of the SlutWalk Collective 
tried to use a megaphone, Millennium Park Se-
curity ordered that it be switched off.

Ironically, when the CPD were called in and 
Schulte calmly explained the peaceful inten-
tion of the rally, reminding them that each par-
ticipant was well within her, his or their legal 
rights, Millennium Park Security was overruled 
despite their insistence that the area around 
The Bean was privately owned and subject to 
its own rules.

Those rules included a confusingly stated or-
dinance that members of the press have special 
permission to use a camera “that looks like it’s 
for commercial and not personal use.”

So, instead of using a megaphone, the Slut-
Walkers turned themselves into one.

The words “mic check” signaled a sentence-
by-sentence repeat of the rally’s messages with 
one hundred times the volume of any amplified 
sound system.

A small counter-protest had also gathered at 
The Bean.

Three men held up graphic and disturbing 
pictures of aborted, bloodied fetuses. They had 
also brought a megaphone through which they 
declared their opposition to abortion and vari-

ous ultimatums that the SlutWalkers heed their 
Christian directives.

Millennium Park Security left them alone.
The SlutWalkers didn’t and, instead, sur-

rounded them with their bodies in order to 
combat violence with beauty and drown out 
religious intolerance with declarations of free-
dom.

Even the deafening sound of passing jets 
from the Chicago Air and Water Show could 
not prevail over the SlutWalkers rejection of 
“language and mindsets that perpetuate rape 
culture, victim blaming, sexism, racism, ho-
mophobia, transphobia, ableism, xenophobia.”

Schulte pointed out the “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars spent by this city making 
spectacles like the Air and Water Show happen 
when schools on the South and West sides are 
shut down.”

“There is lead in the fucking water in Pilsen,” 
Schulte said. “We are taking this commercial 
space for a reason. We have to take these pub-
lic spaces back.”

Those reasons were spelled out by speakers 
like Zilla— a representative of the Black Rose 
Anarchist Federation.

“When it comes to violence perpetuated 
against female-identified people and trans 
folks, the police and state as we have seen it 
are really not on our side,” Zilla said before 
citing the cases of Marissa Alexander and CeCe 
McDonald—both of whom received long jail 
terms for acting in self-defense.

By contrast, Zilla named men such as Stan-
ford University student Brock Turner who re-
ceived a six month sentence for the sexual 
assault of a young woman and University of 
Colorado-Boulder student Austin Wilkerson 

who received two years of work release after 
raping a college freshman.

“College campuses across the country have 
been silencing, expelling, ignoring survivors or 
rape, sexual assault and targeted gender-based 
violence with Title IX,” Schulte said. “They say 
[Title IX] is our only way to get justice. We call 
‘bullshit.’ Justice is not a university covering 
its ass, slashing crucial resources on campus 
while at the same time over-paying wannabe 
cops who call themselves advocates in Title IX 
offices.”

Schulte instead urged the SlutWalkers to 
imagine and build communities “based on pro-
viding care. We must win a better world.”

The SlutWalk then set off to do precisely that 
in a relentless will to “take the streets.”

Their chants of “whatever we wear, wherever 
we go, yes means yes, no means no” resound-
ed along Michigan Avenue whether they were 
marching or sitting.

Despite such well-formed unity, there were 
moments when SlutWalk organizers had to 
quickly improvise.

When the CPD refused to allow the SlutWalk-
ers to end the event at the Chicago Water Tow-
er, the marchers continued north and instead 
gathered at the John Hancock Center to tell 
stories their deeply personal stories of survival.

One woman said that the SlutWalk was the 
only place she felt safe. As she broke into 
tears, she was immediately surrounded on all 
sides by her fellow marchers who hugged her 
tightly and assured her that, for as long as they 
were together and for as long as they had any-
thing to say about it, she was.

More photos are at WindyCityMediaGroup.
com.

slutWalk 2016 defies
police to take back
Chicago streets

Slutwalkers set off north on michigan Avenue.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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By GretcheN rAchel hAmmOND
 
Described by her fellow members of the legend-
ary comedy club Second City as “an absolute 
paragon of a human being with the heart of a 
lion beating beneath that sweet veneer,” be-
loved Chicago comedienne Judy Grace Fabjance 
passed away Aug. 20 after waging an eight-
year war with breast cancer that, according to 
her sister Cathi, “astounded her team of doc-
tors with her strength and fight.”

Fabjance has not only bequeathed a legacy 
of boundless love for wife Kelly Beeman, young 
daughter Daphne and family members Cathi, 
John, Tom, Gary and Stephanie, but the endur-
ing echoes of nearly a quarter-century of laugh-
ter that she engendered with consummate ease 
from audiences both at Second City and the 
20-year-old LGBTQ sketch-comedy revue GayCo 
which began life as a “lesbigay focused work-
shop at the Second City Training Center.”

“Judy’s first big splash was as part of this 
trailblazing ensemble, which went on to cre-
ate dozens of critically  acclaimed revues that 
didn’t just open the door for the LGBTQ comedy 
community it essentially hacked that door into 
a million pieces,” wrote Second City Members 
Andrew Alexander, Kelly Leonard and Kerry 
Sheehan just 12 days before Fabjance died. 
“We credit Judy’s talent and drive for making 
GayCo such a roaring success.”

“She was so strong and beat every odd 
thrown at her and now she is at peace,” GayCo 
Productions wrote on social media. “She was 
the longest and strongest member of our com-
pany and it goes without saying—THE FUNNI-
EST! We are going to miss the shit out of you.”

While the evil of cancer has wrought as much 
fear and tragedy as it has tales of courage and 
determination, for Fabjance it was fodder for 
comedy material.

Her one-woman show Are You There Judy? 
It’s Me Cancer played to sold-out houses, ac-
cording to a January 2015 interview she gave 
to Windy City Times reporter Liz Baudler.

“There were doctors there, nurses there, sur-
vivors, caregivers, and people would come up 
to be after the show and be sobbing, thanking 
me for sharing my story,” Fabjance said, ”tell-
ing me about their story, and laughing too, 
saying, ‘I really like the part about this, I can 
relate to it, and yeah, doctors do say this all 
the time.’ It then became about other people. 
I’m doing this for those who are not around 

to do this, who might not have the energy to 
do this.”

Three years earlier, Fabjance was beginning 
another round of chemotherapy which is a 
frightening a debilitating prospect for many 
patients.

Yet, in her blog Judy’s Journey to Recovery, 
Fabjance wrote “Something I find entertain-
ing is how many times different nurses keep 
asking me if there is any chance that I could 
be pregnant. I know they have to ask—I even 
had to take a pregnancy test before one of my 
tests.  I assure them that there is no way that 
I could be pregnant (without telling them that 
I am a Lesbian). When they ask, I giggle and 
look at Kelly.”

In a GoFundMe page for Fabjance’s medical 
bills, sister Cathi described Fabjance’s desire to 
be with her daughter as “precious time.”  

She didn’t want to miss any nights with her.
Daphne was her own, but Fabjance loved the 

young so much that she reveled in teaching 
them her art.

“Once a shy kid herself, Judy loves to watch 
young students come out of their shells,” Al-
exander, Leonard and Sheehan wrote. “Her aim 
has never been to teach comedy; she strives to 
change people’s lives for the better, claiming, 
‘The world would be a better place if everyone 

took at least one improv class.’”
Fabjance achieved that and more.
She accomplished what so few are able or 

sometimes even willing to try: she made the 
world a better place and she did so with every 
moment of hilarity that she delivered, with the 
generations of Second City students who will 
follow her lead and with the kind of optimism 
to inspire those facing cancer or any seemingly 
insurmountable challenge that there is a funny 
side to anything even if it is a free wig.

“I went to the American Cancer Society this 
past Friday to get a free wig,” Fabjance wrote 
in 2009. “It was fun! I went from being em-
barrassed to feeling like cancer girl to having 
fun. I laughed a lot. I think it was the most I 
laughed about cancer since I was diagnosed. It 
was a much needed laugh.”

to assist Fabjance’s family with outstand-
ing medical bills and scholarship funds for 
her daughter, visit https://www.gofundme.
com/JudyFabjance.
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GayCo, second City
comedienne leaves
legacy of laughter

Judy Fabjance.
Photo by Mel Ferrand

lesbian ruling calls
on common-law
marriage rules
By mAtt SimONette

The Illinois Supreme Court, on Aug. 18, ruled 
that a lesbian was not entitled to a share of 
her longtime partner’s medical practice, al-
though the couple were together nearly three 
decades.

Eileen Brewer, a Cook County judge, and 
Dr. Jane Blumenthal split in 2008, long be-
fore marriage equality was signed into law in 
2013. Brewer and Blumenthal had also raised 
three children together.

A 1979 ruling, Hewitt v. Hewitt, barred such 
claims, so Brewer’s attorneys wanted courts 
to rule that that decision was now outdated, 
given that legal recognition of cohabitation 
and same-sex relationships had significantly 
broadened in the decades since. But Blumen-
thal’s attorneys maintained that Hewitt was 
decided mainly on the basis of Illinois’ long-
standing rejection of common-law marriage. 
Illinois is one of only three states that does 
not allow property-division claims between 
unmarried partners.

In its five-to-two ruling delivered Aug. 18, 
the state Supreme Court was largely unmoved 
by Brewer’s position. Among their determi-
nations was that subsequent recognition of 
same-sex relationships, which Brewer tried 
to use to bolster her claims, had come about 
from mainly legislative change, not legal 
precedent.

“Brewer’s argument that we should recog-
nize new public policy justifications to sup-
port her counterclaim is further undermined 
by the fact that all of the public policy 
changes to which she cites resulted not from 
judicial action but from the legislature. In 
each example, it was the legislature, not the 
courts, that determined what Illinois public 
policy was (or was not) to be,” said the deci-
sion, authored by Justice Lloyd A. Karmeier.

San Francisco-based National Center for 
Lesbian Rights (NCLR) assisted Chicago At-
torney Angelika Kuehn with Brewer’s defense.

In a statement, NCLR Legal Director Shan-
non Minter said, “The Court’s ruling today is 

a devastating blow to unmarried couples and 
their families. As the dissent points out, the 
majority’s opinion ignores the reality of fami-
lies and will cause serious harms to count-
less individuals who are barred from bringing 
the same common law claims available to all 
other people in Illinois, solely because they 
were in a non-marital relationship. Whether 
a couple decides to marry or not, all of us are 
equal before the law. Today’s decision is a 
huge step backward for Illinois, which is now 
dramatically out of step with the rest of the 
country and with basic principles of fairness 
and equal access to the courts.”

Howard brown
Health unveils
sliding-scale fees

Howard Brown Health has unveiled a new 
sliding-scale fee for all patients as part of 
its efforts to increase the accessibility of its 
wide range of health and wellness services. 

Charges under the new sliding scale start at 
$5 for patients whose self-reported income 
is at or below 100 percent of federal poverty 
(annual income of $11,880 or less for a fam-
ily of one). The new fee structure is effec-
tive immediately at all Howard Brown clinic 
locations.

With the new sliding-scale, eligible pa-
tients may access a visit with a primary care 
provider or behavioral health specialist and 
receive lab work, most procedures and vac-
cinations for as little as $5.

For eligible patients, Howard Brown’s low-
est fees range from $5 to $15 based on re-
ported income. People with income up to 200 
percent of federal poverty (annual income of 
$23,760 for a family of one) are charged $25 
under the new free structure.  Other benefits 
apply for patients access Howard Brown’s 
HIV/AIDS Ryan White program services.  

See complete sliding-scale fee informa-
tion at howardbrown.org/fee-and-insurance-
information/sliding-fee-schedule.

For more information about Howard Brown, 
including accepted insurance plans, sliding-
scale fees options, and assistance applying 
for insurance, visit HowardBrown.org.
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ARt AiDs AMERiCA from cover

For that reason, the exhibition Art AIDS 
America that opened Oct. 3, 2015, at the Ta-
coma Art Museum (TAM) in Washington (in 
partnership with the Bronx Museum of the 
Arts) and has since been touring the country is 
historic and so unique that those who experi-
ence it may never find an equal in terms of the 
journey they take through loss, fear, defiance, 
valiance and hope. 

These feelings at the universal core of hu-
manity play into the aim of Art AIDS America. 

Alongside the chief curator of the Tacoma Art 
Museum Rock Hushka, Katz is the co-curator of 
the exhibition. 

In his essay “How AIDS Changes American 
Art,” Katz wrote: “To make of AIDS an active 
historical protagonist requires understanding 
that it is in fact ours, a collective trauma with 
a collective impact. The narrative we aim to 
tell is thus expansive and therefore revisionist, 
reframing AIDS as something that happened to 
them to something that happened to us.” 

On Dec. 1, 2016—World AIDS Day—Art AIDS 
America will arrive and culminate in Chicago. 

“Art AIDS America is the first exhibition to 
explore how the AIDS crisis forever changed 
American art,” the Chicago exhibit’s website 
states. “While acknowledging and honoring the 
enormous anger, loss and grief generated by 
the epidemic, the exhibition refutes the narra-
tive that AIDS is only a tragic tangent in Amer-
ican art. Instead, Art AIDS America offers a 
story of resilience and beauty revealed through 
the visual arts, and of the communities that 
gathered to bring hope and change in the face 
of a devastating disease.” 

The exhibition will not only include Patkin’s 
piece but “more than 100 significant contem-
porary works in a wide range of media—from 
oil on canvas and photography to three-dimen-
sional installations and video.”

The Alphawood Gallery, which will house Art 
AIDS America at its 2401 N. Halsted St. ad-
dress, is the only place in the Midwest where 
the exhibition can be experienced. 

Those who have never heard of the Lincoln 
Park art gallery can be forgiven. 

Before Art AIDS America, it did not exist.
Work is almost complete on transforming 

the headquarters of the quarter-century-old 
philanthropic organization the Alphawood 
Foundation—itself housed in former bank of-
fices—into a two-story space that promises to 
be as singular as the exhibition that will call 
it home.

Anthony Hirschel is director of exhibitions at 
the Alphawood Foundation. He took the role 
in February, having spent over a decade as the 
Dana Feitler Director of The Smart Museum of 
Art at the University of Chicago.

“Jonathan Katz has been a friend of [Alpha-
wood founder] Fred Eychaner for many years,” 
Hirschel told Windy City Times. “So Fred was 
aware of the project but also of the difficulty 
that the Tacoma Art Museum was finding in 
placing the exhibition. I don’t think any of us 
know whether it was scheduling challenges or 
something else such as institutions being less 
comfortable with the subject of the show. In 
any case, it was not going to find a place in 
Chicago.” 

Hirschel noted that the spaces which have 
housed Art AIDS America during its nationwide 
tour have been off-the-beaten-path. They are 
The Zuckerman Museum of Art in the Atlanta 
neighborhood of Kennesaw and the Bronx Mu-
seum of the Arts in New York.

“There is no question that the subject [of 
AIDS] could have been addressed in a museum 
a long time ago but it never was,” Hirschel 
added. “So that suggests something about the 
reluctance of major institutions to tackle this 
subject. Here we are in 2016 and it has taken 
this long to have a major exhibition that fo-
cuses on the effect that the epidemic had on 
the course of American art.”

Knowing full well both the historic and cul-
tural significance of the exhibit, Eychaner was 
determined that Art AIDS America should be 
brought to Chicago.  

“It took some time before the decision was 
made that the way to present this exhibition 
was to transform the [Alphawood] building,” 
Hirschel recalled. “The bank remains just as a 
small sliver along the Fullerton side, but there 
was an idea that the major central space the 
bank had vacated could be rented as valuable 
commercial property. That had not yet hap-
pened. As the options were evaluated, we came 
to the conclusion that the right space [for Art 
AIDS America] was right here.”

Construction on the gallery began shortly af-
ter Hirschel arrived. 

“A lot of the left-overs from the bank’s pres-
ence are still in the space,” he said. “The vault 
is still there! We imagined a way that the office 
could be converted into a museum. The goal 
was to make the fewest modifications that we 
could while providing the facilities that would 
not just make the exhibition look handsome 
but persuade the lenders [of the art] that we 
were going to provide an environment where 
security and climate control met museum stan-
dards.” 

When completed, the Alphawood Gallery will 
offer more floor space for Art AIDS America 
than was available at its earlier locations. This 
has provided Hirschel and Alphawood an op-
portunity to both enhance the exhibition while 
addressing some concerns about it.  

One such concern was raised by the Ta-
coma Action Collective who, according to the 
website Stop Erasing Black People protested 
against “The erasure of Black voices from Art 
AIDS America.”

“This historical and ongoing erasure of Black 
people, from the HIV/AIDS narrative is part of 
larger systems of anti-Black oppression,” the 
organization stated. 

In December 2015, The Tacoma News Tribune 
reported that “about 25 protesters marched 
inside the [TAM] during last week’s ArtsWalk. 
They lay down in the gallery to symbolize black 
deaths and posted alternative artwork on the 
walls.”

The protestors were bringing badly needed 
awareness to the disproportionately high num-
bers of people in Black communities who have 
died and are still being infected with HIV/
AIDS. 

“There were about a hundred artists in the 
Tacoma exhibition and just a handful were art-
ists of color,” Hirschel said. “We have found a 
considerable number of artists [of color] that 
will be included in Chicago. From the first, 
Jonathan and Rock had believed that each city 
should add work to give the exhibition context. 
They thought this would be helpful in anchor-
ing the show in the community.”

Hirschel credited Chicago-based artist, edu-
cator and curator John Neff as being instru-
mental in discovering works centering upon 
HIV/AIDS by Chicago artists of color as well 
as suggesting extra programming to promote 

them. 
In adding these new works, Alphawood Gal-

lery has also had to surmount the challenge 
that has been synonymous with HIV/AIDS—
one that was first illustrated when it was dia-
bolically referred to as the “gay plague.”

“The stigma about HIV/AIDS has made it 
that much harder for artists to openly express 
their response to the crisis,” Hirschel said. “I 
know of a number of artists whose work one 
has to think carefully about exhibiting because 
they were never comfortable revealing their 
HIV status or their sexuality publically. Now 
they have passed away, is it okay to talk about 
it now? We are debating the issue and talking 
to estates. There are a couple of artists of color 
whose status was never disclosed while they 
were alive.”

The mother of one of those artists called 
Hirschel’s cell phone during his interview with 
Windy City Times. 

“I want to ensure that including her late 
son’s work in the show is not going to cause 
offense,” Hirschel said, “because he went to 
considerable lengths to hide his status.” 

Hirschel and Alphawood have also been 
faced with building a museum from scratch. 

“It was clearly all hands on deck for this 
project,” Hirschel said. “We would have had a 
lot of work if we’d had an established venue 
in which to place the exhibition. We are do-
ing all of that plus creating a space, the infra-
structure, hiring the service staff—everything. 
We are also conscious of the fact that we are 
going to present the exhibition in a corner of 
the neighborhood people know but not as a 
cultural destination. So we need to work very 
hard to make sure they find it.” 

Fortunately, since the official announcement 
about the commitment of Alphawood to bring 
Art AIDS America to Chicago, Hirschel has not-
ed something quite unexpected in the level of 
interest and support that the Alphawood Gal-
lery has received from the city’s cultural, advo-
cacy and government groups.

“Everybody is excited that this is coming,” 
he said. “That is really gratifying. You still need 
partners to make this work and they have really 
been coming forward.”

Enthusiasm for the exhibition has led to 
partnerships in particular with “cultural and 
advocacy organizations that serve LGBTQ citi-
zens and communities of color” who will assist 
in the creation of a number of outside pro-
grams. Alphawood Gallery hopes these events 
will draw people to the main exhibit “to share 
their stories and perspectives.”

According to Alphawood Gallery, the full 
schedule of artist talks, performances, panel 
discussions and other events will be released 
in the fall. 

One particularly intriguing partnership is 
with the celebrated oral-history preservation 
organization StoryCorps. According to Alpha-

wood Gallery, “visitors will be encouraged to 
preserve and share their personal recollections 
of the AIDS crisis and of friends and loved ones 
lost to the epidemic.” 

During the tour of the museum in the final 
phases of construction, with paintwork and 
lighting fixtures completing the metamorpho-
sis from bank to art gallery, Hirschel pointed 
out the intimate area where StoryCorps would 
be based. 

It is in a room on the second floor which 
surrounds a massive atrium—the epicenter of 
more than 14,000 square feet of space, all of 
which will play a role in the Art AIDS America 
exhibit.

From the creation of an intimate area where 
people can sit and decompress or let their emo-
tions run free into available boxes of Kleenex, 
nothing available to Alphawood has been left 
to waste. 

Hirschel even noted the massive door to 
what used to be the bank’s vault. Rather than 
try to remove it, the door itself is such a me-
chanical work of art, it has been incorporated 
into the exhibition.

“We are going to open the vault door and 
use the vault space to screen an introductory 
video,” Hirschel explained. 

After watching the video, visitors will be in-
vited to walk through a bead curtain created by 
Cuban artist Félix González-Torres spanning the 
full width of the opening to the atrium. 

“He wanted everyone to pass through it so 
you actually touch a work of art,” Hirschel said. 
“Of course there is the analogy of being in con-
tact with AIDS sufferers.” 

From there, the exhibits will do the rest of 
that work. 

“There are different threads to the exhibi-
tion,” Hirschel noted. “One is chronological 
that includes the [Patkin] abstract painting. At 
the same time, Jonathan has led the effort to 
think about the work in four categories: body, 
spirit, politics and camouflage.”

Camouflage might seem an unusual theme, 
but Hirschel explained that, “In the early years 
of the AIDS crisis, the prohibition on discuss-
ing or dealing with it in any direct way was so 
severe that many artists had to make work that 
was not obviously about AIDS. If one knew 
what to look for, the signs were there. Artists 
had to make a choice. Were they going to be 
openly political or were they going to adopt a 
more subtle strategy?” 

The history of the effect of HIV/AIDS on 
American art is not a narrative with any kind of 
conclusion. As the work combating the disease 
advances, so does the work portraying it. 

“It felt important to continue the story,” 
Hirschel said. “So the exhibition includes a lot 
of work by younger artists who were not even 
born when the crisis first arose.”

For both Katz and Hushka, it was vital that 
the Chicago home of Art AIDS America would 
see the exhibit reach its fullest potential.

With only a few months to go before it of-
ficially opens, it is evident that goal will be 
achieved with an additional and more essential 
benefit—one that continues the conversation 
and keeps the awareness of HIV/AIDS firmly in 
the public eye despite the bored malaise shown 
toward the disease by the Attention Deficit 
Disordered national media. 

“I talk to public health professionals who are 
just beside themselves that a lot of younger 
people think of this as an easily controlled dis-
ease that is no big deal,” Hirschel said. “One 
of the things we hope the exhibition will spur 
is an intergenerational dialogue where people 
who lived through the crisis at its height and 
really understand what a devastating illness 
this is can help share that knowledge and those 
experiences with younger people who don’t 
know what it’s like to see all of your friends 
die. We hope this provides a springboard for 
conversations across the city that bring HIV/
AIDS back into focus. This is not over. We have 
not solved it and we have to press forward.”

For more information about Art AIDS America 
at Alphawood Gallery, visit ArtAIDSAmericaChi-
cago.org.

tino rodriguez, 
Eternal Lovers, 
2010.
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More than 30 major corporations, small busi-
nesses, government agencies and nonprofits 
will participate in the Windy City Times WERQ! 
LGBTQ job fair Friday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted, Chicago.

The event, which is free and open to the pub-
lic, is hosted by Windy City Times with Center 
on Halsted, Pride Action Tank, Chicago House, 
Association of Latino/as Motivating Action, 
Affinity Community Services, TransTech Social 
Enterprises, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Out & 
Equal Chicagoland, Lambda Legal, LGBT Cham-
ber of Commerce of Illinois and the Northalsted 
Business Alliance.

Confirmed exhibitors, in addition to the 
sponsors, include: 

—AARP
—AON Hewitt
—AT&T
—Aunt Martha’s Health & Wellness
—Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois, 
Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma & Texas
—Chicago Commission on Human Relations
—Chicago Marriott
—Chicago Women in Trades
—Christy Webber Landscapes
—Elevate Energy
—Experis/Manpower Group
—Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
—Gap Inc. and Old Navy
—Google
—Hilton Worldwide
—Howard Brown Health
—KPMG
—Lyric Opera
—Mariano’s
—MB Financial Bank
—Metropolitan Family Services

—Northern Trust
—Northwestern Department of Medical So-

cial Sciences
—Pace Suburban Bus Company
—Paul Mitchell The School 
—Redbox
—The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago
—Thresholds
—Senior Helpers
—State of Illinois Department of Rehabilita-

tion
—Uber
—Uptake
—Vienna Beef
—Walgreens
—WBEZ
—Zurich North America
This is the second WERQ! LGBTQ Job Fair. 

The first focused primarily on youth experienc-
ing homelessness. This fair is open to all, and 
will have special workshops focused on youth, 
transgender employment, and seniors.

The workshops include:
Noon-1 p.m.:

Getting Started (or Starting Again): Job 
Searching for “First” Timers

—Kara Rosser, One Summer Chicago
—One Summer Chicago youth participant
—Sean Bush, Silver Fork Coordinator
—Silver Fork Alumni

1-2 p.m.:
Stronger and Wiser: Job Searching For LGBTQ 

Older Adults
—Dan O’Donnell, AARP
—Jonathan Tague, Senior Helpers
—Britta Larson, Center on Halsted
—Nora O’Malley, Lyric Opera

2-3 p.m.:
Transgender and the Workplace 
Moderator: Alexis Paige, Lambda Legal
—Owen Daniel-McCarter, Illinois Safe 

Schools Alliance
—Sandra Wagner, Northern Trust 
—Alexis Martinez, activist 
—Channyn Lynn Parker, TransLife Center, 

Chicago House
3-4 p.m.: 

From Resumes to Interviews: Making a Good 
First Impression

Moderator: Michael Erwin, Director, Global 
Corporate Communications and Social Media 
CareerBuilder

—Julie West, CG Consulting 
—Justin Thompson, Consumer Marketing, 

CareerBuilder
—Anthony Balderrama, CareerBuilder 
—Sarah Frank, Experis/ManpowerGroup 
—Mike Madura, Associate Director National 

Recruiting, KPMG
The Illinois Secretary of State Mobile Servic-

es Unit will be on-site to assist attendees with 
acquiring or renewing state identifications, 
driver’s licenses, and other state registrations 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Youth Space.

Booths at the job fair are $95 for businesses, 
$50 for nonprofits. Deadline is Sept. 6. Email 
Tracy Baim for details: editor@windycityme-
diagroup.com, or call 773-871-7610.

See https://www.facebook.com/
LGBTQJobFair/?fref=ts.

WERQ! lGbtQ job
fair sept. 16 in Chicago

Fight escalates 
over langston 
Hughes’ home

In Harlem, a battle is brewing over the fu-
ture of the home of the late poet/activist/
playwright Langston Hughes, a key figure of 
the Harlem Renaissance, according to CNN 
Money.

Real-estate agents have valued the home 
at $3 million, although it is showing signs of 
wear and tear. The wear and the possibility of 
a sale disappoint people such as Renee Wat-
son, who has started an Indiegogo campaign 
(https://www.generosity.com/community-
fundraising/i-too-arts-collective) to raise 
$150,000 to rent the home and turn it into 
a cultural center that honors Hughes. As of 
Aug. 21, almost $50,000 had been raised.

Fundraisers fear that monies won’t be 
raised in time. Harlem is the site of rapid 
gentrification, with actor Neil Patrick Harris 
paying almost $4 million for a property near 
Hughes’ home in 2013.

Hughes’ sexuality is often debated, with 
many biographers and academics concluding 
that he was gay.

The original item is at http://money.cnn.
com/2016/08/19/news/economy/langston-
hughes-harlem-home/index.html.

Cleric: No violence 
against lGbts

Prominent Iraqi Shiite cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr has banned his followers from commit-
ting violence against LGBT people, The Wash-
ington Blade noted.

Members of the Mahdi army—a Shiite mi-
litia that al-Sadr heads—have been accused 
of kidnapping, torturing and executing LGBT 
Iraqis for the past several years.

Some consider al-Sadr, 43, to be one of the 
most influential religious and popular figures 
in Iraq, although he does not hold any of-
ficial title in the Iraqi government.

While pointing out that al-Sadr remains in-
tolerant of LGBT people, Human Rights Watch 
called the statement “an important step.”
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and amazon.com
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  “If you’re looking for something 
incredibly well-written, a Sci-Fi 

romance epic that delivers on 
every front: action, love, perfect 
villains and triumph, this is the 
series you need to read. Even if 
you’re not a Sci-Fi fan (and I’m 
not), you will likely fall in love 

with “Alien Dangers”. I did.”

- Allen @ Sinfully Gay Romance Reviews

http://www.mlrpress.com
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“Windy city media Group generated enormous 

interest among their readers in this year’s lGBt 
consumer index Survey. Out of approximately 100 
print and online media partners who participated 
in the survey, Windy city was the best performing 
regional media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were able to generate 
a greater number of responses.”   —David marshall, 

research Director, community marketing, inc.
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Planning a wedding
Planning a wedding can be a very stressful 
and time consuming time of your life. Here are 
some helpful tips for those planning their own 
wedding that I have found couples find help-
ful in my 24 years of designing, detailing and 
managing Weddings. 
 —Hotel blocks for guests: Make sure you use 
a hotel that does not have an attrition clause. 
You can’t control where you guests will stay, as 
many are loyal to their hotel brands. This way, 
you are not contractually obligated to sell all 
the rooms in your block. Any unsold rooms will 
be released to the general public one month 
before your wedding. Also, a few weeks before 
your block cutoff date, request a rooming list 
so you can review it and make sure that if any 
key out of town guests haven’t reserved, check 
in with them and remind them they only have 
a few weeks left 

 —RSVPs: I actually number the guest list, 
and then write that number on the back of the 
RSVP card. It will speed up the process of re-
cording that RSVP when it comes back. Also it 
saves you when you can’t read the handwriting 
of the guest or they forget to put their name on 
the RSVP (oh, yes this happens) you will know 
who it is. Many don’t even use a return address, 
which also helps remedy this. 
 —Seating: Most of the time you will assign 
guests what table via escort card and some 
times which seat at the table via place card to 
be seated at. This process always seems to take 
longer than anticipated. Realize that someone 
will not be happy at where their table is at 
and who they are sitting with. Guests need 
to respect you as the host and/or hostess of 
the event have sat them at a specific table for 
a specific reason. It’s only 90 minutes or so, 
and they should be able to sit elsewhere af-
ter dinner (or lunch or brunch) is completed. 
Additionally if you are offering a pre selected 
choice of entrée (on the RSVP card) you should 
“code” the top of the place card so they wait 
staff know which entrée that guest selected 
and they don’t have to ask. Most guests forget 
anyway. If you are not doing formal seating, I 
suggest reserving a few tables for family this 
way Grandma knows where to put her purse. 
 —Floral: Try and repurpose everything, from 

the ceremony to the reception. It will save a 
lot of money. Whether its floral arrangements 
from the Church altar relocated to the recep-
tion entrance or on each side of you head table 
or orchestra, or using your centerpieces to cre-
ate an aisle at the same ceremony venue, you 
will save money by reusing these Florals. 
 —Transportation: To save money, try and 
charter one larger vehicle instead of several 
smaller ones. Not only will it save you money, 
it will keep everyone together, especially when 
you are trying to get photos done in a few 
hours between ceremony and reception. 
 Lastly, if you are not using a wedding con-
sultant or planner to assist you with the whole 
wedding, consider hiring a wedding pro to as-
sist on a limited basis. I offer an option of a 
few hours to be our lifeline during the plan-
ning process. I make myself available to answer 
question, give advice and referrals to vendors. 
It can save you a lot of time as well as save you 
from making an expensive mistake. Also think 
about hiring a wedding day director to be there 
to manage all the little details on the wedding 
day. This way you and your family can relax and 
enjoy the most important day of your life.
 Frank J. Andonoplas, mWP, owns Frank 
event Design. See FrankeventDesign.com.

MOMBIAN

Hope and help for
back-to-school time
Back-to-school time can be stressful for any 
parent. There are supplies to buy, schedules to 
arrange, and forms to fill out. For many LGBTQ 
parents, it can also bring up worries about our 
children’s inclusion and safety—but it can also 
be an opportunity for building bridges.

As I see it, there are three basic approaches 
we can take. First, we can wait until any ques-
tions or issues arise before discussing our fami-
lies with teachers or administrators. This least 
intrusive method gives children the chance 
to control how and when to come out about 
their families, which can be empowering and 
respectful, particularly for tweens and teens.

We can also be more proactive, setting up 
a meeting with the teacher to introduce our-
selves and answer any questions they may have 
about LGBTQ families and individuals. If you 
think there may be issues, this could be the 
best way to bring them into the open. And if 
we find that the teacher is LGBTQ or a strong 
ally already, it could be a chance to share re-
sources and ideas, such as inclusive books for 
the classroom.

A middle-ground approach is to find a way, 
without making a special appointment, to let 
our children’s teachers know we are an LGBTQ 
family—giving them a subtle reminder to be 
inclusive. A same-sex-parent family, for exam-
ple, could go together to a start-of-year ori-
entation, introducing themselves as “[child’s] 
parents.”

There is no one right answer for every fam-
ily every year. The first year in a school may 
require a different approach than the third. 
We may even mix methods the same year when 
dealing with homeroom teachers as well as mu-
sic, art, physical education, and other special-
ists.

This flexibility is necessary because LGBTQ 
support in schools is still a work in progress. 
A new study from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has confirmed earlier work 
showing that LGB students are at a higher risk 
of experiencing violence, bullying, and depres-
sion than straight youth. (Other studies have 
indicated the same for transgender youth.) It 
seems that this climate would be stressful even 
to straight, cisgender students with LGBTQ par-
ents as well. There are a few reasons to feel 
hopeful, however.

First, several of the biggest education as-
sociations in the country have recently made 
visible moves forward. On July 4, the National 
Education Association, long an LGBTQ ally, 
adopted a detailed action plan “to promote a 
culture of safety, support, affirmation that en-
sures civil rights and advocacy for LGBTQ mem-
bers and students.” The plan includes partner-
ing with civil- and LGBTQ-rights organizations 
on resources targeting “the unique needs of 
ethnic minority LGBTQ students and educa-
tors;” supporting state and national legislation 
that forbids anti-LGBTQ discrimination; and 
challenging laws that allow such discrimina-
tion, such as North Carolina’s law prohibiting 
transgender students from restroom access 
matching their gender identity.

The next day, the National Parent Teacher 
Association adopted a resolution calling for 
“federal policies that specifically protect LG-
BTQ youth and local practices that create and 
maintain safe, affirming and inclusive learning 
environments for all students.”

Two weeks later, the American Federation of 
Teachers passed a resolution stating that the 
organization and its affiliates will support dis-
trict, institutional, and state policies for “the 
safety and educational achievement of LGBTQ 
students,” and will support the Federal Office 
for Civil Rights’ recent guidance to protect 
transgender students.

Also in July, 12 states plus the District of 
Columbia filed a “friend of the court” brief 
supporting the recent guidance from the U.S. 
Departments of Education and Justice on how 
federally-funded schools can ensure respectful 
treatment of transgender students.

It’s a long way from policy to practice, of 
course—but California took a big step toward 
practice last month as well, when its State 

Board of Education unanimously approved a 
new History-Social Science Framework that 
requires students in several grades throughout 
elementary, middle, and high school to study 
“the role of contributions” of LGBT Americans, 
among other groups.

And while this new curriculum doesn’t im-
mediately translate to a better school envi-
ronment, Equality California noted wisely in a 
press release: “By seeing themselves reflected, 
LGBTQ students are validated, which builds 
stronger opportunities for their academic and 
social success. LGBT-inclusive curricula also 
benefits all students by improving overall 
school climate.”

With or without state support, however, it 
can be hard for parents to know where to turn 
for advice and resources. I’ve therefore updated 
my annual annotated list of Back-to-School Re-
sources for LGBTQ Parents, which you can find 
at my website, mombian.com.

We should remember, too, that LGBTQ iden-
tity is not the only aspect of school inclusion. 
Non-LGBTQ families that don’t fall into the one 
mom-one dad paradigm may have similar con-
cerns. And both LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ fami-
lies whose racial, ethnic, or religious identities 
differ from the majority in their community, 
or where a member has physical or emotional 
challenges, may worry about a school’s re-
sponse to those aspects of their lives as well. 
We may find sympathetic ears and mutual ally-
ship in many places.

Sending our children off to school can be 
scary for any parent. As LGBTQ parents, we 
often have an extra layer of concern—but we 
have a community of support in the many LG-
BTQ parents who have gone before us and the 
allies who are increasingly stepping up. We 
must also trust that our children are strong and 
resilient at heart, even if they sometimes need 
our help. Things are not perfect yet, but I do 
believe they are getting better.

May the school year be full of learning and 
friendships for you and your families.

Dana rudolph is the founder and publisher 
of mombian (mombian.com), a GlAAD me-
dia Award-winning blog and resource direc-
tory for lGBtQ parents.

Dana
RUDOlPH

Frank
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By ScOtt c. mOrGAN

Broadway veteran André De Shields has built 
an impressively long performing career as a 
multitalented actor-singer-dancer-director-
choreographer.

De Shields was twice nominated for Tony 
Awards for starring in the musicals Play On! 
and The Full Monty, while his turns in the 1978 
Fats Waller revue Ain’t Misbehavin’ and as the 
title role in The Wiz in 1975 are both the stuff 
of Broadway legend.

But now De Shields is stretching his creative 
muscles even further by writing and perform-
ing in Confessions of a P.I.M.P. (Positive In-
dividual Making Progress). It’s a developing 
semi-autobiographical piece that theatricalizes 
De Shields’ journey from inner city impoverish-
ment in Baltimore to New York’s glitzy Great 
White Way.

P.I.M.P. previously played the 2015 IGNITION 
Festival of New Plays at Victory Gardens The-
ater thanks in part to a Fox Foundation grant 
from Theatre Communications Group. But De 
Shields has tightened and refined the show 
even more for a brief three-performance run in 
the same venue.

“I’ve been in the industry 47 years telling 
other people’s stories, and now I have an op-
portunity to make a contribution to the beauti-
ful chaos that’s going on in the world now and 
say, ‘Guess what?! It isn’t so unique to you. 
We’ve experienced similar things,’” De Shields 
said. “With this show, I feel as if I’ve gradu-
ated from being a performing artist and now I 
am a creative activist because the stories being 
told (in ‘confessions,’ if you will) are building 
bridges between—dare I say the catchphras-
es?—the millennials and the baby boomers.”

One of those critical moments in P.I.M.P. is 
the terrifying emergence of HIV/AIDS and how 
it was particularly deadly for the gay and Afri-
can-American communities from the late 1970s 
through to the ’90s.

“I was there, obviously,” said De Shields, 
highlighting his show’s full title as an out sur-
vivor of the era. “People were panic-stricken 
and didn’t know what was happening. We 
didn’t have an understanding of the plague, we 
didn’t have words for it.”

Though life-extending drugs eventually made 
it so HIV/AIDS wasn’t the death sentence it 
used to be, De Shields says that it is still im-
portant to stress that the disease itself has not 
gone away politically, emotionally or psycho-
logically.

“One of the major segments in the show is 
called ‘Dating in Armageddon’ and I hope the 
intended gravitas plays there,” De Shields said. 

“I tell the story of helping friends, hundreds re-
ally, who died during that time, and almost to a 
person the question was before the friend died, 
‘Why me?’ I made a covenant to my friends that 
as a performing artist who has now become a 
creative activist, I would continue to ask that 
question until we find an answer.”   

For the return of P.I.M.P., De Shields was 
keen to get back most of the creative team and 
performers from 2015 since they would all have 
an artistic shorthand with the material. So 
once again De Shields will be backed by the ac-
tresses Kimberly Lawson (WOZ: A Rock Cabaret) 
and Donica Lynn (Porchlight Music Theatre’s 
Dreamgirls). Doug Peck is musical director, 
while the directing duties are shared between 
Samuel G. Roberson and former Victory Gardens 
artistic director Dennis Zacek. 

“I’m in Chicago working out the problems 

with P.I.M.P. because Chicago is my artistic 
home,” De Shields said. “And when one is cre-
ating and when one needs a bit of rehabilita-
tion, one goes home.”

Indeed, De Shields’ remarked on the neat 
symmetry that tied his first professional cred-
it to the next show that may take him back 
to Broadway in 2017. De Shields starred in 
both the Chicago-dedicated production of the 
“American Tribal Love Rock Musical” Hair in 
1969 and the performing seniors musical Gotta 
Dance (now renamed Half Time) for its 2015 
Chicago tryout. Both productions played the 
same venue of the Shubert Theatre (now cor-
porately renamed The PrivateBank Theatre).

De Shields also found a very welcoming home 
in Chicago as a former ensemble member of the 
Organic Theatre Company. He’s also won Jeff 
Awards as a director for Victory Gardens’ 1987 
production of George C. Wolfe’s The Colored 
Museum and as a performer starring in Good-
man Theatre productions of Play On! in 1998 
and The Jungle Book in 2013.

“I feel as if I tried this in any other venue or 
in any other city, I would have invited in the 

evil of confusion,” said De Shields about his 
need to work on P.I.M.P. in Chicago. “Here I’m 
clear about what I’m attempting to do and here 
I find fellow warriors who are doing the hard 
work with me.”

De Shields also hopes that this most recent 
revision of P.I.M.P. will be the one that finds 
a future life and will live on to inspire others.

“The performing artist has a three-fold re-
sponsibility to his own generation, to the gen-
eration that precedes and to the generation 
that comes after him, and that responsibility is 
to explain how we got from there to here and 
we do that by telling stories,” De Shields said. 
“Effective storytelling has the power to trans-
form lives, the power to alter governments and 
the power to change to world into the place we 
all want it to be.”

Dennis Zacek and Grippo Stage co., inc. 
present confessions of a P.i.m.P. for three 
performances only at 8 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, Aug. 26 and 27, and 7:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Aug. 28, at Victory Gardens theater, 
2433 N. lincoln Ave. tickets are $25; call 
773-871-3000 or visit VictoryGardens.org.

Photo by Mona Luan
Windy city times reviews the classic production mame.
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A refined ‘P.i.M.P.’

Andre De Shields.
Photo by 
Lia Chang
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THEATER REVIEW

bloodshot
title: Bloodshot
Playwright: Douglas Post
At: Solo celebration at the 
Greenhouse, 2257 N. lincoln Ave.
tickets: $42-$48
runs through: Sept. 10 

By mAry SheN BArNiDGe

To create a good hard-boiled noir whodunit, 
you need a good story—preferably involv-
ing murder, money, mysterious temptresses, 
duplicity and double-crosses, shady jamokes 
from all levels of society and plenty of surprise 
twists. What you also need, however, is a good 
storyteller fluent in the gritty urban poetry 

rendered synonymous with the genre by Ray-
mond Chandler, Dashiell Hammett and, more 
recently, Robert Parker. The talents of Chica-
go playwright Douglas Post and British actor 
Simon Slater together add up to the perfect 
combination.
   First, the story: London housing shortag-
es in 1957 put freelance photographer Derek 
Eveleigh—whose former occupation recording 
police crime scenes eventually led to his dis-
charge after too many alcohol-fueled black-
outs—at a loss to pay his rent until an unseen 
benefactor offers him a job stalking (but only 
with his camera) a young West Indian woman. 
When his subject is brutally gunned down in 
a public park, the local constabulary shrugs it 
off with a “that’s life in the ghetto” attitude, 
spurring Eveleigh to conduct his own investi-

gation into the identity of the assailant. His 
search will acquaint him with three suspects—
a ukulele-strumming Irish burlesque comic, a 
U.S. jazz musician and a Russian restaurateur/
prestidigitator—whose conflicting alibis will 
eventually prove their doom.
 Now, about our storyteller: That’s singular, as 
in one actor playing all of the above-mentioned 
characters. This mandates that for two hours 
(with an intermission/rest break), Slater not 
only swaps repartee at stichomythic speed in 
twelve distinct voices encompassing six global 
dialects, but engages in such physically chal-
lenging stunts as grappling with himself for a 
gun, palming cards with legerdemanic exper-
tise and wailing on a saxophone while croon-
ing a blues ballad appropriately titled “Deadly 
Eyes.” Let’s not forget, too, our reluctant sha-

mus’ existential crisis at becoming increasingly 
embroiled in the fate of the exotic enchantress 
whom he knows (and we see) solely through 
his Leica’s telescopic lens. 
 This would be impressive enough even with-
out I-wish-I’d-said-that lines like “I got a 
trumpet player with one lip and a drummer 
who thinks time is a magazine,” or the nostal-
gia invoked by a stage picture period-precise 
down to the currency paid our gullible shut-
terbug, the knockoff-New Look fashions worn 
by post-war working girls and the razor blades 
employed for the illusion known in professional 
circles as “the needles.”
   The fall theater season will soon leave few 
transfer spaces available. This means that you 
have only until Sept. 10 to see easily the best 
entry in the Greenhouse’s Solo series so far. 

THEATER REVIEW

the Good Person
of szechwan
Playwright: Bertolt Brecht, 
adapted by tony Kushner
At: cor theatre at A red 
Orchid theatre, 1351 N. Wells St.
tickets: $25
runs through: Sept. 11

By mAry SheN BArNiDGe

Ever since Bertolt Brecht’s plays were declared 
safe for classroom curricila, young theater 
companies have eagerly embraced his aes-
thetic precepts, based in intellectual detach-
ment, austerity and didacticspeak as dry as 
week-old toast. Tony Kushner knows that from 
stale bread come croutons, however, and serves 
them up simmering in a vibrant multi-ethnic 
stew immediately recognizable to modern au-
diences.
 Szechwan is now an urban enclave where 
immigrants hustle in a medley of native lan-
guages for their living, panhandlers brandish 
hand-lettered signs petitioning us for alms and 
our self-styled guide to these denizens peddles 
bottled water. The songs incorporated into 
Brecht’s text are now hip-hop diatribes, forged 
by the company from the original lyrics, deliv-
ered by an ensemble of street people loitering 
in the elbow-to-elbow proximity to playgoers 
mandated by Red Orchid’s close quarters. Where 
Cor Theatre director Ernie Nolan most departs 
from traditional interpretations is his casting a 
male actor as the kind-hearted prostitute Shen 
Te (whose name is now pronounced “Shawn-

TAY”—as in “enchanté”—further reducing the 
cultural appropriation inherent in Brecht’s 
faux-Asian motifs).
 This isn’t a simple drag turn, though. When 
the underclass proves as rapacious and unfor-
giving as the overlords, our heroine is forced 
to assume the identity of a fictional protec-
tor—her badass male cousin Shui Ta. So thor-
oughly does Will Von Vogt immerse himself in 
his cross-dressing persona that even when the 
transition occurs in full view, the metamorpho-
sis—involving not only a change of clothes, 

but voice and body language as well—is so 
complete that we almost believe that we are 
seeing a different actor altogether. The sup-
porting players likewise negotiate their mul-
tiple roles with a deft exuberance that never 
threatens to spin out of control.
 Brecht would have condemned Shui Ta’s re-
placing a homeless shelter with a factory and 
putting its tenants to work, but in Kushner’s 
universe, the introduction of industry providing 
jobs for the local population leads to prosperi-
ty, awakening in Shen Te’s false lover a sense of 

responsibility toward the woman who will bear 
his son. Also raising contradictions is Brecht’s 
characterization of a philanthropist as a bru-
tal hypocrite, but whose financial aid, Kushner 
reminds us, is extended unselfishly, neverthe-
less. In the play’s final moments, when the 
disenfranchised citizens of Szechwan demand 
to know what we propose to do about the in-
justices of the world, it’s not like we don’t have 
options.

CRITICS’     
    PICKS

Direct From Death row: the Scottsboro 
Boys, Raven Theatre, through Aug. 27.  If 
you missed this jolly high-stepping song-and-
dance account of an outrageous event in our 
nation’s history last season, come see why its 
ensemble won a Jeff. MSB

the Jackie Wilson Story, Black Ensemble 
Theater, through Sept. 4. Kelvin Roston Jr. is 
at the top of his form, physically and vocally, 
portraying the iconic rhythm-and-blues singer 
who showed Elvis, Michael and Prince why he 
was called “Mister Excitement.” MSB

Planted: A Song cycle, Rogue Elephant Pro-
ductions with Chicago Musical Theatre Festival 
at Victory Gardens Theater, through Aug. 25. 
A diverse cast with strong voices powers this 
very engaging musical revue looking at differ-
ent aspects of modern gay life. SCM

A red line runs through it, Second City 
e.t.c., in an open run. Laugh at all the timely 
sketches focusing on trending topics like Black 
Girl Magic, controversial local news and drag 
tips for straight men. SCM

—By Barnidge 
and Morgan

c
chris Brickhouse and Will Von Vogt
in the Good Person of Szechwan.
Photo by Matthew Gregory Hollis

THEATER REVIEW

Mame
Playwright: Jerome lawrence/
robt. e. lee (book), Jerry 
herman (music/lyrics)
At: light Opera Works, cahn 
Auditorium, 600 emerson St., evanston
tickets: 847-920-5360; 
lightOperaWorks, com; from $34
runs through: Aug. 28

By JONAthAN ABArBANel

Hello, Dolly! and La Cage Aux Folles have been 
produced frequently by area theaters while 
Mame—an equally-fine Jerry Herman oeu-
vre—has gone unstaged seemingly forever. 
Light Opera Works (LOW) rectifies that with 
this splendidly sung and played production, 
danced in high-stepping style. It’s staged by 
LOW artistic director Rudy Hogenmiller, cho-
reographed by Clayton Cross and conducted 
by Roger L. Bingaman, whose interpretations 
of classic musical scores are impeccable. Small 
first-night glitches will disappear quickly.
 The story concerns wealthy, eccentric Aun-
tie Mame (Nancy Hays) who guides her or-

phaned nephew Patrick (Zachary Scott Fewkes 
younger, Justin Adair older) through the Jazz 
Age and Great Depression, abetted by alco-
holic gal pal Vera Charles (blowsy Mary Robin 
Roth), her butler Ito (upbeat Alexander Wu), 
young Patrick’s virginal nanny Agnes Gooch 
(droll Alicia Berneche) and Mame’s Southern 
gentry husband Beauregard Burnside (affably 
sincere Nic Fanti). The book, play and non-
musical film which preceded the musical were 
among the 1950s’ biggest entertainment suc-
cesses.
 The Jerry Herman score is filled with march-
es, blaring trumpets, trilling flutes, high-
energy dance numbers, a famous title song 
that partly inspired A Chorus Line, and two 
ballads—”My Best Girl” and “If He Walked 
Into My Life”—that anchor the necessary 
sentimental side of Mame to balance the 
show’s otherwise devil-may-care attitude. 
Without them, Mame wouldn’t have a heart. 
It’s a well-crafted musical by any Broadway 
measure, and all works as it should in LOW’s 
production.
 Of course, Mame rises or falls on the actor in 
the title role. In her LOW debut, Nancy Hays 
sings up a storm whether belt or ballad, and 
moves beautifully showing her svelte figure 

and long legs. Her dialog scenes are not as 
strong as her musical moments, but the emo-
tion and spirit she packs into the songs more 
than compensates. Her Patricks, young and 
old, are capable and engaging. Young Zach-
ary Scott Fewkes has confidence and talent, 
while Justin Adair as older Patrick has a per-
fectly gorgeous voice (I wish he’d had more to 
sing). Roth and Berneche successfully sell the 
comedy along with other supporting players, 
while the full company makes a glorious noise 
in big numbers such as “Open a New Window,” 
“It’s Today” and the title song.
 The LOW longtime venue, Cahn Auditorium, 
places physical limits on scenic elements, 
perhaps compounded by LOW budget con-
straints. Classic musicals don’t have to look 
old-fashioned, but this production certainly 
does using painted backdrops as the princi-
pal scenic device, and with songs performed 
downstage in front of a curtain. That’s 1930s 
vintage staging. Short of a new venue, I don’t 
know how LOW fixes that. Designer Adam Ve-
ness does his best with period set decoration 
and a smart deco-inspired double proscenium 
framing the action.
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TONY AWARD WINNER MARY ZIMMERMAN DIRECTS THIS LAVISH REVIVAL,  
FEATURING A COMPANY OF 44 ACTORS AND MUSICIANS!

Two sisters. One incredible city. Unlimited possibilities. Join Ruth and Eileen Sherwood as  
they leave behind their mundane Ohio lives in pursuit of making it big in New York City.

BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10 
TICKETS START AT $25

music by

LEONARD BERNSTEIN
book by

JOSEPH A. FIELDS  
and JEROME CHODOROV

lyrics by

BETTY COMDEN  
and ADOLPH GREEN

directed by

MARY ZIMMERMAN

LEONARD BERNSTEIN’S GLORIOUS MUSICAL COMES TO LIFE 
IN A SONG-AND-DANCE-FILLED SPECTACULAR!

WonderfulTown_WindyCityTimes_10x13.5.indd   1 8/18/16   5:11 PM

http://www.goodmantheatre.org
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By lAWreNce FerBer
 
It took an intervention for Clea DuVall to finally 
come out of the closet publicly.

 While she’s played queer characters through-
out her career as actress —in 1999’s But I’m A 
Cheerleader and HBO’s Veep, most recently—
DuVall’s delightful directorial debut, The Inter-
vention, finally gave her a chance to play a 
lesbian character that she related to, as well as 
feel comfortable enough to officially open up 
about her own identity.

A dramedy written and directed by DuVall, 
The Intervention sees a group of friends gath-
er to tell a couple, Ruby and Peter, that they 
urgently need to divorce, since their relation-
ship has become completely dysfunctional and 
toxic. However, this well-intentioned meddling 
causes Ruby and Peter to lash out at these 
friends, including could-be-an-alcoholic orga-
nizer, Annie (Melanie Lynskey), and call out 

their respective issues. For example, lesbian 
couple Jessie and Sarah (Natasha Lyonne), 
the former of which is beguiled by one of their 
friends’ latest conquests, a frisky 22-year-old 
bisexual girl, Lola (Alia Shawkat). One of the 
funniest bits of drama resulting from the emo-
tional fireworks involves a frenzied, vengeful 
kissing competition between Sarah and Jes-
sie—it’s worth the price of admission alone.

 “It was actually one of the hardest scenes to 
shoot,” DuVall admitted regarding the scene. 
“There was so much about the timing, the peo-
ple, getting the dialogue out. There were so 
much technical things involved I walked away 
from that worried, but it’s my favorite scene in 
the movie now.”

While The Big Chill serves as a cinematic 
inspiration for The Intervention, shot in and 
around Savannah, Georgia, real life also played 
a major part in the script’s genesis: DuVall’s 
personal experience staging a disastrous inter-

vention (“We were all out of our league and it 
was a bust, but eventually it worked out for 
that person,” she notes) and reconciling a dif-
ficult emotional period due to years of intense 
relationship woes and tribulations.

“Ten years of relationships building on top 
of each other,” she elaborated, “and running 
from one problem into a new problem, not re-
ally dealing with anything, and the accumula-
tion of shit that stacks up as a result. I think 
I finally just stopped running away from those 
things and let myself feel it and go through 
what I had been fighting to avoid.”

Today sees DuVall in a much happier place 
relationship-wise, engaged to her girlfriend of 
four years. (She declined to share her name, as 
the fiance prefers privacy.) As for her choice of 
onscreen partner for The Intervention, DuVall 
reunited with longtime friend and Cheerleader 
co-star Lyonne, these days best known for her 
Emmy-nominated turn as libidinous prisoner 
Nicky Nichols on Orange Is the New Black.

“I didn’t originally write the part with Na-
tasha in mind,” DuVall says. “I saw the role 
as someone very different. Then, as I started 
casting and getting more people involved, I re-
ally wanted someone I already was comfortable 
with and had an intimacy, where you wouldn’t 
have to create that or a dynamic on the fly. 
She’s like my family, and you can’t manufac-
ture that. Because I was doing something so 
far outside my comfort zone by writing, acting 
and directing at the same time, any support 
system and comforts I could give myself was 
much appreciated. Plus, she’s so talented and 
funny and could add so much.”

DuVall also acknowledges that Lyonne, who 
is heterosexual-identified, does make quite an 
amazing lesbian onscreen. “She does!” DuVall 
laughs. “There’s something very commanding 
and alpha about her, and I think that stereo-
typically people equate that with a more male 
personality, so she feels very comfortable be-
ing the guy. With me, she’s always the girl 
though, which I think she also likes.”

Despite boasting a litany of LGBT roles to her 
credit, in shows like HBO’s Carnivale, TNT’s Sav-
ing Grace and FX’s American Horror Story: Asy-
lum, after Cheerleader DuVall admits she avoid-
ed lesbian turns for years, while also keeping 
her own identity ambiguous on a public level.

“I was scared,” she reflected. “There were 
a lot of lesbian roles offered after, and I was 
scared. It was the 1990s, I was in my early 20s, 
and there was so much indirect pressure to be 
a certain way. No one was ever saying to me, 
‘don’t take on these gay roles,’ but I think I was 
definitely putting that on myself and that’s too 
bad, because there are things I look back on 
and wish I had been more brave.”

 That’s all changed now, however, and DuVall 
feels especially comfortable in the skin of be-
hind the scenes director: This year she directed 
the video for Tegan & Sara’s synth-drenched 
earworm of a single, “Boyfriend,” (she also en-
listed Sara Quinn for The Intervention’s origi-
nal score) while several projects are in various 
stages of development.

Yet there’s one zone DuVall admitted she 
feels compelled to enter despite her lack of 
comfort to date: politics. With this insane, 
high-stakes election versus Trump and a pro-

gun, anti-female/LGBT GOP platform, she’s mo-
tivated to intervene.

“I’m in conversations with people I worked 
with to see what we can do to get involved 
and help with gun control,” she said. “There’s 
an organization called Emily’s List, and their 
goal is to get female democrats elected to all 
the levels of political office. I think I’ve shied 
away from being too publicly political, mainly 
because I felt I wasn’t educated enough, and 
I want my opinions to be based on education 
rather than reactions to things I don’t like.”

Texas transplant and gay performance 
artist John Michael recounts his two 
years working in a “memory care center” 
for senior citizens in his self-produced 
one-man show Dementia me. Hear how 
Michael tried to enliven the remain-
ing days of his many fading residents 
with balloon-filled parties and other 
activities. Dementia Me continues at 8 
p.m. Mondays only through Sept. 12. 
The venue is the Den Theatre, 1333 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. Tickets are $10 at the 
door. For more information, call 773-
398-7028 or visit either thedentheatre.
com or johnmichaelplays.com.
  John Michael in his show Dementia 
Me. Photo by Paul Clark

SPOTLIGHTe ‘Fun Home’ national
cast announced
 Broadway In Chicago and Producers Fox 
Theatricals (Kristin Caskey, Mike Isaacson) 
and Barbara Whitman announced casting for 
the first national tour of the Tony-winning 
musical Fun Home. 
 The tour will premiere in Chicago at the Ori-
ental Theatre, 24 W. Randolph St., Nov. 2-13.
 Robert Petkoff (Broadway’s Ragtime, All The 
Way, Anything Goes) will play Bruce, Chicago 
native Susan Moniz (Broadway’s Grease, Chi-
cago’s Marriott Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater) will play Helen and Kate Shindle 
(Broadway’s Legally Blonde, Cabaret and Miss 
America 1998) will play Alison.
 Joining them will be Abby Corrigan as Me-
dium Alison, Alessandra Baldacchino (Broad-
way’s Fun Home) as Small Alison, Karen Eil-
bacher as Joan, Robert Hager as Roy, Lennon 
Nate Hammond as John, Pierson Salavdor as 
Christian, Anthony Fortino, Amanda Naugh-
ton, Sofia Trimarchi and Michael Winther. At 
certain performances, Carly Gold will play the 
role of Small Alison.
 Additional casting will be announced at a 
later date.

‘bette, live’ runs
through sept. 10
 Hell in a Handbag Productions is bringing 
back Bette, Live at the Continental Baths. It 
will run for nine performances through Sept. 
10 at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave.
 Handbag Diva and ensemble member Cait-
lin Jackson returns to pay tribute to the Di-
vine Miss M’s legendary cabaret act at the 
equally legendary Continental Bathhouse in 
New York City. The production features live 
music from Jeremy Ramey as Barry Manilow; 
Chad as Mr. Gerald, bathhouse patron and 
hairdresser to the stars; and singing bath-
house boys in strategically placed towels (TJ 
Crawford and Will Wilhelm). Songs will in-
clude “Chattanooga Choo-Choo,” “Superstar” 
and “Chapel of Love.”
 “Bette, Live” will run Fridays and Saturday 
at 8 p.m. (There will be an added perfor-
mance on Thursday, Aug. 25, at 8 p.m.; there 
will not be a performance on Saturday, Aug. 
27.)
 Tickets are currently available at Stage773.
com or 773-327-5252.

Above: 
clea DuVall 
(back row, 

center) in the 
intervention.

Photo from 
Samuel 

Goldwyn Films

Clea Duvall:
Out actress turns
writer-director with
‘the intervention’

clea DuVall.
PR photo



By lAUreN WArNecKe

The 25th anniversary of Dance for Life (DFL), 
Chicago’s annual dance fundraiser raising mon-
ey and awareness for HIV/AIDS, kicked off with 
a star-studded gala at the Hilton Grand Ball-
room on Michigan Avenue. 

Guests were treated to stiff cocktails and a 
gourmet grilled-cheese bar in addition to hugs 
and laughter as dancers, administrators and 
philanthropists from DFL’s history came togeth-
er for the event’s silver anniversary. Among 
the guests were co-founders Harriet Ross and 
Keith Elliott, plus Dance for Life Impact Award 
winners Matt Hoffman and Scott Silberstein of 
HMS Media, a video production company that 
has covered the event since its inception and 
produced documentaries and a cable TV series 
promoting Chicago dance. Barbara Kipper and 
the Alphawood Foundation’s Fred Eychaner also 
received DFL Impact Awards for their funda-
mental financial support over 25 years.

Gala attendees processed up Michigan Av-
enue to the Auditorium Theatre for a world-
class dance performance by many of Chicago’s 
finest. Giordano Dance Chicago got to go twice 

as the only dance company to perform all 25 
years, showing a full-company version of Gus 
Giordano’s trio Sing, Sing, Sing beside the more 
contemporary Alegria. Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago and Visceral Dance Chicago offered ex-
cerpts from their previous seasons while The 
Joffrey Ballet and first-timer Chicago Dance 
Crash resurrected older works. In Joffrey’s case, 
the revival of Gerald Arpino’s gorgeous Round 
of Angels (1983) was an apt tribute, performed 
at the company’s first DFL appearance follow-
ing its move to Chicago. 

Per tradition, Randy Duncan’s rousing finale 
featured community dancers crossing com-
pany lines to dance together. World premieres 
capped each act—Duncan’s Depth of Light and 
an aerial dance/jazz throwback to the music of 
Prince by duo Harrison McEldowney and Jeremy 
Plummer. The length of the evening escaped 
notice thanks, in part, to hilarious commentary 
from The Second City’s Carisa Barreca and Tim 
Mason. 

This year’s record-breaking Dance for Life 
topped 2,400 in attendance, raising $425,000 
and tipping the all-time total to more than $6 
million.
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Proud to Run presents checks totaling $50K
 On Aug. 20, Proud to Run presented three checks totaling $50,000 to TransTech Social Ser-
vices, About Face Theatre, and Center on Halsted.

The event took place at the Center. The amounts consisted of the proceeds from the 35th 
Proud To Run 10k run & 5k run/walk that took place in June.

Donations were determined based on the organization’s operating budget and any specific 
request in its application. 

The $10,000 to TransTech Social Enterprises will be used for its Start 2 Work program that 
helps individuals gain the vocational skills they need to find paid opportunities. The $15,000 
to About Face Theatre will be used for Outreach Tours and INTERACTION residencies that aim 
to reduce homophobia and transphobia in schools by increasing awareness of issues facing 
LGBTQIA youth. The $25,000 to Center on Halsted will be used for its Youth Housing Initiative 
to build a complete-care facility on Chicago’s South Side.

The 2017 event will be held June 24.

trans tech is one of Proud to run’s 2016 beneficiaries.
Photo courtesy of Proud to Run

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

BETTE
A TRIP DOWN MAMMARY LANE

LIVE AT THE CONTINENTAL BATHS

CAITLIN JACKSON as BETTE MIDLER IN

HELL IN A HANDBAG PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

ONLY 9 SHOWS!

DIRECTED/choreographed by 
Christopher Pazdernik

music direction by 
jeremy ramey

WWW.HANDBAGPRODUCTIONS.ORG

Aug. 12, 19, 20, 25, 26 
Sept. 2, 3, 9, 10

1225 W. Belmont Ave.

"A really cool way to spend
a warm summer night"

- Chicago Theater Review

"Caitlin Jackson commands the spotlight"
- The Windy City Times

"Jackson is divine as the Divine Miss M"
- BroadwayWorld Chicago

Dance for life celebrates
record-breaking silver anniversary

Photo of Visceral, one of the numbers 
presented at Dance For life.

(Note: Photo not from event)
Photo by Cheryl Mann

Photo of Dance crash, one of the numbers 
presented at Dance For life.

(Note: Photo not from event)
Photo by Ashley Deran

left: randy Duncan and laura lundin. right: Dance for life founding members Keith elliott 
(left), harriet ross and Danny Kopelson.
Photos courtesy of Carol Fox

http://www.cmtf.org
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By VerNON heSter

On Aug. 18, The Legal Council for Health Justice presented its annual travel-
themed fundraiser “Cuba Libre: Holiday in Havana.” The event, which took 
place at Sidetrack, raised funds and awareness for the Council as well as 
its organizations, The Homeless Outreach Project and The Chicago Medical 
Legal Partnership for Children.

Now in its 15th year, this version of the event featured a Cuban theme 
with live music and dancing, a buffet dinner, a raffle and a silent auction. 

With a multitude of sponsors, the small but dedicated Council assists 
clients who could never afford legal assistance. Historically, the Council has 
been the only agency in Illinois devoted exclusively to serving the legal 
needs of low-income or marginalized men, women and children living with 
HIV. The Council’s staff serves clients and the community through individual 
advice and representation, training and outreach to clients, case managers, 
and service providers, individual and impact litigation, and administrative 
and legislative advocacy.

For the event, guests were treated to a sumptuous buffet dinner provided 

nightspots

TO-DO
the big

OUr WeeKly PicKS tO PlAN
yOUr NiGhtliFe cAleNDAr

RuPaul’s Drag Race All-stars
Premiere viewing Party

thu., Aug. 25, 7 pm
Sidetrack, 3349 N. halsted St.

See you this Thursday for a party with 
charisma, uniqueness, nerve and talent! 
Join hostess Dixie Lynn Cartwright and 
her Sidetrack pit crew for this supersized 
90-minute premiere. Then, join Side-
track every Thursday at 7 for viewing 
parties throughout the season.

Full Fetish Friday

Fri., Aug. 26, 9 pm
mary’s Attic, 

5400 N. clark St.
“MANdersonville’s” only gear night. 
GEar-themed raffle prizes. No cover, In-
gear drink specials. Every fourth Friday. 
Leather 64TEN will be on hand with 
plenty of gear to add to your collection.

3st Annual Rogers Pork

Sat., Aug. 27, Noon - 10 pm
Jarvis Square (just off the Jarvis 

red line l stop)
Two music stages and over 40 vendors. 
Feast and shop from superb artists and pur-
veyors of wonderful things. And, yes, the 
“3st” is on purpose, because you’ll find lots 
of great brews to slake your 3st (Get it?). 
Admission is free.

tat tuesdays: GEAR w/ toyota 
Corona & Josh Maggio

tue., Aug. 30, 7 pm
replay, 

3439 N. halsted St.
Get into trouble with Crash Landing 
winner Toyota Corona. Armpit contest 
at midnight. Josh Maggio on the decks. 
Presented by the boys of Organized 
Grime.

By tAriNA hArGrAyS

Two words come to mind when stepping inside 
312 chicago (136 N. LaSalle St., 312Chicago.
com): “upscale” and “chic.” The Italian eatery is 
located just in the heart of the West Loop and has 
been open for more than 18 years. Its seasonal 
menus and impeccable customer service might be 
to thank for 312 Chicago’s long-time success.
 When entering 312 Chicago, I immediately felt 
like I was getting the ultimate dining experience. 
Its staff was attentive and the decor was captivat-
ing. The restaurant gave off an old-fashioned Ital-
ian feel with its subtle lighting and extensive wine 

collection placed on the restaurant’s wall.
 Diners seemed to be a mixture of tourists and 
business professionals. Whether it was a power 
lunch or a friendly get-together, patrons seemed 
to be enjoying themselves.
 Italian-born and -raised, Luca Corazzina is the 
restaurant’s executive chef and is known for his 
contemporary, Italian cuisine. Corazzina men-
tioned that the restaurant grows all of its veg-
etables in its rooftop garden and everything on 
the menu is homemade. Needless to say, this was 

all I needed to get excited about the Italian deli-
ciousness to come.
 I started off with the buffala (buffalo mozzarella 
wrapped in proscuitto, beefsteak tomatoes, basil 
pesto, aged balsamic) as my appetizer. It was ev-
erything and more. The pesto was a nice touch and 
I would definitely recommend this dish.
 For my main dish, I ordered the orecchiette con 
rapini (mild Italian sausage, broccoli rabe, sun-
dried tomatoes, garlic olive oil, pecorino romano). 
This pasta was amazing. The pieces of Italian sau-
sage gave the dish the perfect amount of spice. At 
one point during my meal, I found myself forget-
ting that I had planned to save room for dessert. 
If you’re in need of a hearty meal, this is definitely 
the dish for you.
 Lastly, I decided to have profiteroles for my des-
sert. This dish was my least favorite out of the 
three, although my dining companion loved it. I 
wasn’t a fan of the outer pastry bread. However, 
the pistachio gelato and chocolate sauce were 
enough to satisfy my taste buds.
 Overall, I would definitely recommend 312 Chi-
cago. It is placed in the ideal location (the Loop), 
has affordable daily specials and boasts superb 
service. You are sure to leave with a full stomach. 

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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312 Chicago

Photos by Vernon Hester

Zucchini blossom at 312 chicago.
Photo by Andrew Davis

Do you want a piece of her? That’s what she 
asked in a previous single and in her Vegas show, 
as if we all had our expectations from a pop 
artist who has worked (bitch) for us for almost 
20 years in the recording studio. If you ask a 
Britney fan, they all have their own favorites: 
Classic teen Britney, confident and sultry pre-
Federline Toxic Britney, coo-coo Blackout Brit-
ney or latter-day focused Circus/Femme Fatale 
Britney. So when something new hits the streets 
that doesn’t fit into your piece of her, reactions 
are mixed. 
 Recently the gay internet blew up with chatter 
about of her first two singles (plus two teasers), 
“Make Me” and “Private Show,” with die-hards 
enjoying but waiting for remixes and the remain-

ing passive fans ignoring or hoping it’s not in-
dicative of the forthcoming ninth studio album, 
Glory. 
 Britney has stated before that Glory was a la-
bor of love she’s been working on, to create a 
new quality sound. Well, she did ... for her. Glory, 
off the bat, sounds as if she listened to countless 
other pop/dance acts like Justin Bieber, Selena 
Gomez, Rihanna and Beyonce take a detour from 
upbeat to mid-tempo and find success. 
 If you were waiting on the big bang Britbrit 
puts out from the starting gate and were con-
cerned about “Make Me” being too dull, the 
opening “Invitation” won’t help. Basically a pre-
quel to “Make Me,” complete with sexual com-
mands and finger snaps, so much, you might 
not notice the aforementioned “Make Me” has 
even begun. But both make a sweet and sen-

sual start, if you can suspend expectations. The 
album starts to get a bit more upbeat as you go 
along with the sweet, almost Bruno Mars-y, “Man 
on the Moon,”  the Destiny’s Child-like “Slum-
ber Party” or the Timberlake vs. Pharrell riff of 
“Do You Wanna Come Over?” Too bad it’s equally 
balanced out by the drippy and dull forgettable 
tracks that may or may not be outtakes from Ellie 
Goulding’s last album (that’s not a good thing). 
 If you’re still holding out for a few chunks of 
Britney comfort food, then be patient. The album 
ends with what should be her next two singles. 
“Hard To Forget Ya” has that fun little dance 
build and urgency that we loved in “Til The World 
Ends,” and the album closer* “What You Need” is 
the biggest revelation. While that Megan Trainor 
back-to-basics sound does nothing for me, it 
completely works on this one. Britney sounds 
fresh and vibrant and breaks out of her vocal 
cliches, sounding as if the pop veteran is having 
fun for the first time in years, even ending on a 
very Janet Jackson-like, “That was fun!”. And it 
was, Britney. At least for the most part. 
 Glory has some good ideas, some old ideas, and 
a good amount of sound-alike copying of what’s 
hot this summer. This may not be the album that 
brings her back to “glory” from Britney Jean, but 
it could very well be the needed transitional al-
bum she’s needed to do to break off a few of 
those “pieces.” 
 *There is a bonus version with five more tracks 
that, in many ways, outdo some of the regular 
tracks. Look into it. 
 Follow moose the DJ and his next gigs at 
facebook.com/moose-the-DJ .

DANCING
ABOUT
ARCHITECTURE
By mArc ‘mOOSe’ mODer

DANCINGDANCING
ABOUTABOUT
ARCHITECTUREARCHITECTURE

Pieces of Glory to be 
found on britney’s 
new album

legal Council holds annual 
fundraiser: ‘Cuba libre’

turn to page 20
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“And while my sister Madonna wanders around 
Cuba in a red caddy ... lets hope that she remem-
bers the oppression of the press, political opposi-
tion, the gay community and the anti hero Che....
who was just as brutal and murderous as Stalin....
he just didn’t have as many people to kill...thats 
all.”—christopher ciccone’s Facebook post about 
Madonna visiting Cuba. Frankly, I’d rather take my 
chances pissing off Castro than Chris’ sister!

Last week was Big Mama Masters’ 75th birth-
day. As the dutiful son, I wielded what little clout 
I have and arranged to bring her to see Barbra 
Streisand in Boston. We were seated on the 
floor about halfway back—choice seats. Halfway 
through the first act, she excitedly whispered, “I 
wish I could see her up close.” From that point 
onward, I could hear her wheels turning, and 
half expected to see my mother crawling onstage 
behind the percussion section! During the inter-
mission, I brought her to meet the director (and 
benefactor of our tickets), Richard Jay-Alexander. 
He said he was happy to make it a special birthday 
and hoped she was having a great time. My ever-
gracious mother said, “It’s wonderful—I just wish 
I could see Barbra up close.” RJA was somewhat 
taken aback. “But you’re pretty close to the stage, 
and you can also look up at the monitors.” “Yes,” 
said Mama, “but I mean up close like I am to you!” 
And you people wonder where I got my balls?!

All hell broke loose in Rio, and you surely don’t 
need me to recap what ryan lochte refers to as 
his “immature tantics!” But a key part of this 
kerfuffle has gotten lost in the shuffle—and it’s 
a part I can definitely identify with. The whole 
thing got started because Lochte’s mother has 
loose lips! Okay, she didn’t ask to sit next to Strei-
sand, but she’s the first one who told reporters 
Ryan had been held up at gunpoint. Why Ryan 
told his mother this fib is a mystery—I suspect 
he was trying to cover up why he was out so late 
and came home drunk (something else I’m sure we 
can all relate to). Once all is said and done, there 
are only two important points: 1) Ryan has finally 
dyed his hair back to a semi-natural color, and B) 
he’s still hot and we’d all fuck him—at gunpoint, 
if necessary!

Let’s move swiftly along to Danell leyva, the 
U.S. gymnast I previously reported about (and 
shared several skin shots of, which you can find 
on BillyMasters.com). At the Rio Gymnastics Gala 
following the competition, Danell took the “ex-
hibition” part literally. Shortly after he mounted 
(so to speak) the parallel bars, he stood on top of 
them doing what looked like a samba ... and then 
took off his top. While it was hot, it wasn’t as 
sizzling as when Russian gymnast Alexei Nemov 
took off his top before pommeling the horse at the 
Atlanta Olympic Expo in 1996.

Although NBC did not acknowledge Dustin 
lance Black sitting with tom Daley’s mom dur-
ing the synchronized diving at the beginning of 
the Olympics, they did point him out during the 
platform diving near the end of the fortnight: “For 
three Olympics, we’ve seen Tom Daley with Team 
Daley. His mom has been a constant presence. Now 
with his fiance, who Tom refers to as Lance, Dustin 
Lance Black, Academy Award-winning screenwriter 
for the very powerful film Milk.” Who says social 
media (and Billy Masters) can’t change the world? 
Or a Streisand concert? Nonetheless, it was ulti-
mately a disappointing time in Rio for Daley. He 
broke the Olympic record in the platform diving 
preliminaries, only to finish last in the semifinals 
the following day. He vows to come back in four 
years.

As I told you weeks ago, I Am Cait has officially 

been cancelled by E! Due to the cancellation, 
caitlyn Jenner will return to Keeping Up With The 
Kardashians. Wouldn’t it be nice if real life were 
like reality TV? The way to bring broken families 
back together is to simply cancel someone’s show!

The Kardashian klan was also in the news be-
cause of the lyrics of a song by the Game—who-
ever that is. In his single “Sauce,” he says, “I 
used to fuck bitches that Usher Raymond passed 
off, then I fucked three Kardashians, hold that 
thought.” I guess it’s only column-worthy if one 
of those Kardashians was Caitlyn. Here’s hoping...

A reality star with actual ties to our community 
is Nyle Dimarco—he of the fluid sexuality. The 
Dancing with the Stars champ will soon become a 
Chippendale. He’ll be hosting the all-male dance 
troupe’s show at the Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino 
in Las Vegas Sept. 22-Oct. 16. He said, “Chippen-
dales is an iconic brand and legendary show—
headlining a production like this with such a tal-
ented cast of performers is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience!” 

I have known David hernandez since his time 
on American Idol. We’ve performed at gay pride 
festivals, we’ve hung out socially and we’ve talked 
about almost everything. And somehow, I never 
realized he wasn’t openly gay. Oops! Well, he’s out 
now. Last week, he released the single “Beauti-
ful”, and used it as a platform to open up about 
his private life. Not only is the song beautiful, but 
so is the video. Hernandez explained the message: 
“If you’re missing a leg, you’re still beautiful. If 
you’re overweight, you’re still beautiful. If you are 
75 years old, you’re still beautiful. That’s why I 
wanted to share my own story as a gay man.” And, 
David, you are beautiful. 

This week’s “Ask Billy” question comes from Gary 
in New York: “With all these hot Olympians and 
rumors of rampant sex in the village, how is it 
possible you haven’t gotten any nude photos or 
videos? You’re slipping!”

You may slip off the keyboard watching the jerk-
off videos we got featuring Brazilian gymnasts Ar-
thur Zanetti (silver medal, rings), Arthur mariano 
(bronze medal, floor exercises) and Sergio Sasaki. 
Mariano is the most provocative. He’s nude and 
fully erect (and substantially erect). He appears to 
be Skyping with a female friend when a rather hot 
teammate wanders into the bathroom. To fill in 
the gaps, check out BillyMasters.com.

When the Brazilians are sweeping the medals in 
masturbation, it’s definitely time to end yet an-
other column. Once again, happy birthday, Mama. 
And to all of you out there, always be good to 
mothers—because they will give birth to your ex-
boyfriends of tomorrow! And be sure to check out 
www.BillyMasters.com—the mother of all gossip 
sites. If you have a question for me, send it along 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I promise to get 
back to you before David Hernandez starts dating 
a one-legged, overweight, 75-year-old gay man! 
Until next time, remember: One man’s filth is an-
other man’s bible.

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

U.S. gymnast Danell leyva heated things up 
during the rio Olympics.
Instagram photo

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.leather64ten.com
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• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

LGBTQ  Family Law    • Divorce    • Mediation

Adoption • Paternity    • Division of Property

• Custody    • Children’s rights

Child support  and enforcement

• Maintenance   • Domestic violence

Post divorce enforcement and modification

Grandparents and extended family rights

Pre-nuptial and post nuptial agreements

Robert T. Badesch
Tina Abramovitch

 Cory Blalock•Nicole McKinnon
William McSurley•Karen VanderMeer

EsEs is Results.
Es is Experience.

Es is Your Real Estate Guru.
Esmeralda (Es) Román

Cell/Text: 630.747.7338  |  eroman@koenigrubloff.com

ADVERTISE HERE 
ADVertiSe here: Want to advertise your 
product, service, etc. to thousands of readers? 
Place an ad in the Windy City Times! We offer 
affordable rates, convenient service, and as a 
bonus, your ad runs in our online section for 
free. to place an ad, contact terri at 773-871-
7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.
com, or go to our website http://www.
windycitymediagroup.com/placeaclassified.
php.

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
QUicKBOOK BOOKKeePer AVAilABle.  Ac-
counts Payable/Accounts Receivable, Invoic-
ing, Collections, Time Tracking, Bank & Credit 
card reconciliations, Financial Statements, 
Journal Entry, Reports for accountants for 
year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
cheStNUt cleANiNG SerViceS: We’re a house 
cleaning service for homes, small businesses 
and small buildings. We also have fabulous 
organizational skills (a separate function at 
a separate cost that utilizes your assistance) 
for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, 
if you have downsized and more. Depressed 
about going home to chaos? We can organize 
your chaos, straighten out your chaos, help 
you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? 
Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutclean-
ing.com (11/23/16-52)

HELP WANTED
eNtrePreNeUriAl SPiritS WANteD. Achieve 
Personal & Financial FREEDOM. Help us 
help you help  others. It’s what we do. Earn 
$10,000/month while you learn to invest VERY 
PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-
8778. (8/31/16-4)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
PAINTING

mAKe yOUr hOme lOOK FABUlOUS! We do 
Bathroom Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall 
Repairs, Painting and more. “A+” with BBB. 
Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. 
Free Estimates! Andy Oncall 847-328-3100 
www.andyoncallchicago.com  (12/16/16-56)

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS, COUNTY DEPARTMENT, COUNTY DIVI-
SION IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 
Carolyn Jean Kasprowicz and Christina Lynn 
Zurcher FOR CHANGE OF NAMES TO Carolyn 
Jean Zurkawicz and Christina Lynn Zurkawicz.  
PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME CASE NO: 
2016CONC000836. HEARING DATE: 10-14-2016 
at 10:00 AM at 50 W. Washington, Chicago, 
Cook County in Courtroom #1704 We, Carolyn 
Jean Kasprowicz and Christina Lynn Zurcher, 
request the entry of an order by this Honor-
able Court in compliance with the provisions 
of 735 ILCS 5/21 - 101 et. seq. for a change of 
name and in support of this petition and un-
der penalties of perjury as provided by Section 
1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure (735 ILCS 
5/1-109) state: A. FOR MYSELF:1. My year of 
birth is: 1965. My place of birth was: Chicago, 
IL. 3. My current residence address is: 922 W. 
Winona St. Unit 3E, Chicago, IL 60640 4. I will 
have published notice of my intention to ap-

ply to this court for a change of name. A copy 
of that notice will be filed with the Clerk of 
Court. 5. I am not required to register as a sex 
offender under the Sex Offender Registration 
Act (730 ILCS 150/1 et. seq.). 6. I have not 
been convicted of identity theft.7. I have not 
been convicted of aggravated identity theft. 8. 
I have not been convicted or placed on proba-
tion for a felony or misdemeanor in the State 
of Illinois or any other state. 9. I request the 
Court change my name to: Carolyn Jean Zurka-
wicz. SIGNATURE Under penalties of perjury as 
provided is Section I-109 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure (735 ILCS 5/1-109) I certify that 
I have read the Petition for Change of Name 
filed by Carolyn Jean Kasprowicz and state all 
of the facts contained therein are true. /s/ 
Carolyn Jean Kasprowicz B. FOR MY SPOUSE. 
10. My spouse’s current name is Christina Lynn 
Zurcher; her date of birth is 3/28/75. 11. My 
spouse’s place of birth was Jackson, MI. 12. My 
spouse’s current residential address is 922 W. 
Winona St. Unit 3E, Chicago, IL 60640. 13. My 
spouse has lived in Illinois since May 10, 1997. 
I will have published notice of my intention 
to apply to this court for a change of name. A 
copy of that notice will be filed with the Clerk 
of Court. My spouse is not required to regis-
ter as a sex offender under the Sex Offender 
Registration Act (730 ILCS 150/1 et. seq.). 14. 
My spouse has not been convicted of identity 
theft. 15. My spouse has not been convicted of 
aggravated identity theft. 16. My spouse has 
not been convicted or placed on probation for 
a felony or misdemeanor in the State of Illi-
nois or any other state. 17. I request the Court 
change my name to: Christina Lynn Zurkawicz. 
SIGNATURE Under penalties of perjury as pro-
vided is Section I-109 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure (735 ILCS 5/1-109) I certify that I 
have read the Petition for Change of Name filed 
by Christina Lynn Zurcher and state all of the 
facts contained therein are true. /s/ Christina 
Lynn Zurcher. (8/31/16-3)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

HOMES - FOR SALE
3 lUXUriOUS leVelS OF liViNG SPAce Will 
trUly AmAZe! 3110 WiScONSiN, BerWyN. 
5 bedrooms/5 baths. Elegant chandeliers, Ital-
ian ceramic flooring & marble throughout. 2 
room ensuite with fireplace & balcony access. 
3rd floor in-law arrangement. 3-car garage.  
2 blocks from Metra. http://tinyurl.com/
hqh3z9p Asking $440,000. carolyn michals, 
michals realty, inc. 708-447-9950.

www.michalsrealty.com (8/17/16-4)
DeSirABle OctAGON FrONt BUNGAlOW. 
3004 maple Avenue, Berwyn. 4 bedroom, 
2 - 1/2 baths.  Spacious living room, formal 
dining & newly remodeled kitchen.  Hardwood 
flooring throughout main level. 2nd floor has 
additional living space & full bath. Basement 
is fully finished with family room, 2nd kitchen 
& 1/2 bath.  Private yard, detached 2 car ga-
rage & sprinkling system.  2 blocks from Me-
tra & Proksa Park.  20 minutes to Chicago’s 
loop. http://tinyurl.com/zuwujd5  Asking 
$369,000. carolyn michals, michals realty, 
inc. 708-447-9950. www.michalsrealty.com 
(8/24/16-4)

HOMES - FOR SALE OUT OF 
TOWN

iNDiANA DUNeS NAtiONAl lAKeShOre. 
Beautifully restored ‘Bartlett Stucco’ 60 min-
ute drive from downtown. Four bedrooms, 
three luxurious bathrooms, study/office, fire-
place, chef’s kitchen, three season room with 
great views. Two lots, beautifully landscaped, 
short stroll to the beach and to the METRA 
South Shore train station. call Beth Doherty/
coldwell Banker residential Brokerage, 
773.255.3534. mlS#388808 (8/31/16-4)

WiScONSiN retreAt Get AWAy, 15 Acre 
PrOPerty, hOme. Amazing land, picturesque, 
secluded and peaceful. “Up North” feel only 
2 hours from Chicago. Situated on designated 
rustic road, across from DNR Forest.  Great hik-
ing, biking, kayaking, snowshoeing.  Near Erin 
Hills Golf, 2017 US Open venue. $390,000. 
Home in need of renovation; make it your own 
retreat. See 5533 monches rd on Zillow. 
contact kate12759@icloud.com (9/14/16-4)

REALTORS
chicAGO’S tOP GAy reAltOrS INSTANT FREE 
ACCESS TO CHICAGO’S TOP GAY REALTORS. FREE 
Buyers Representation - FREE Sellers Market 
Analysis - FREE Relocation Kit any City, USA! 
On-line: WWW.GAyreAleStAte.cOm or toll 
Free 1-888-420-mOVe (6683). No cost or 
Obligation (2/28/17-52)

CLASSIFIEDS

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

80+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

suzan.bramson@bairdwarner.com
312-933-1444

Contemporary and Unique
Lakeview Home

Huge garden • Fabulous kitchen
2br/2.5ba • Sunroom

Office/den/3rd br • Wine cellar
2 car garage • Great condition 

$835K • MLS#09285063
http://tinyurl.com/h9jdddn

REAL ESTATE

by 90 Miles Cuban Cafe as well as ongoing music by the music 
group Angel d’Cuba.  With co-hosts Kevin Mork and Tom Yates, 
the evening also included comments from CEO/Board President 
Mike Sullivan as well as the Council’s oldest client, Leon Lieber-
man.

Among the items sold at auction were two tickets for the 
Chicago premiere of the hugely successful Broadway musical 
Hamilton, travel packages provided by Orbitz, and original art 
works by Matt Lew and M. Kurakin. Also offered were various 
gift packages courtesy of The Music Box Theatre, The Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra, The Chicago Cubs, CPX Sports, The Chicago 
Opera Theater, Fontera Grill, The East Bank Club and The Chi-
cago Shakespeare Company.

Sponsors of the event included Kirkland and Ellis LLP, Sidley 
and Austin LLP, Jenner and Block LLP, Kimpton Hotels, Side-
track, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Illinois,  Seyforth Shaw LLP, 
Reed Smith LLP, Toolbox,  Mayer Brown LLP, MB Financial, Orb-
itz, Winston and Strawn LLP, and Katten, Muchen, and Rosen-
man LLP. Although final fundraising totals were not available 
by press time, Mork did comment, “The event was the most 
successful summer benefit in the Legal Council’s history.”

CUbA libRE from page 18

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

Ehrlich Dental
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

• Licensed Sedation Dentistry

• Check Out Our Reviews Online

3118 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL
(773) 935-0300
www.EhrlichDental.com

Serving Lakeview & Beyond! 

“A great dental experience...“
“ I have never felt more at ease in a doctor’s offi ce...”  
Over 150 patients have reviewed our work and awarded us a 99.4% positive patient rating! 
Read reviews for yourself at www.demandforce.com/dentist/ehrlichdental

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD PC, General & Cosmetic Dentistry

3118 N. Sheffi eld Ave. Suite 1N, Lakeview, Chicago, Illinois  60657

EDUCATION  BA: University of Chicago, DMD: Tufts University, GPR: Rush University

Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago
Call 773-935-0300
www.ehrlichdental.com

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

• Divorce
• Child Custody
• Adoption
• Cohabitation
  Agreements
• Domestic Violence
• Spousal and 
  Child Support

Proudly serving same-sex couples!
115 S. LaSalle St., 26th Floor
312-715-0870
www.illinoislawforyou.com

Janice L. Boback Kimberly J. 
Anderson

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Office of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, P.C. 

• Business Organization    
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
dr.edwardfajardo@gmail.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Look for Dr. Edward Fajardo on Facebook
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Wed., Aug. 24
remembering Bayard rustin Community 

gathering 5:30pm at the Bayard Rustin 
bronze memorial at 3314 N. Halsted St. 
on the Legacy Walk will commemorate 
the 29th anniversary of his passing. 
Celebration of the gay African-American 
civil-rghts icon followed by the film 
Brother Outsider and a reception and 
Q&A at the Center on Halsted. Free 
event. 6:30pm - 8:30pm http://www.
centeronhalsted.org/neweventsdetails.
cfm?ID=12523

Gay Women’s Gathering: An evening 
about lesbian Pregnancy This annual 
event is sponsored by Path2Parenthood.
org. Refreshments will be provided.  
6:30pm - 8:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
773 769-9299  http://www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com/event/gay-womens-
gathering-evening-about-lesbian-preg-
nancy-0

Buffy Sainte-marie Her new album Power 
in the Blood is a message about the 
road to self-identity and the conviction 
to be oneself still resonating with the 
Cree singer-songwriter, activist, educa-
tor, visual artist. With Donovan Woods. 
$26/$30/$34/$38  8:00pm   City Winery 
Chicago  1200 W Randolph St Chicago  
http://www.citywinery.com

Thursday, Aug. 25
South loop Farmers market Sustainable-

foods marketplace featuring a partner-
ship with McCormick Place. Thursday 
through Sept. 29.  4:00pm - 8:00pm   
On the grounds of the National Historic 
Landmark Second Presbyterian Church, 
1936 S. Michigan Ave.  http://www.
southloopfarmersmarket.com

Bi Discussion Group Every other Thurs-
day gathering to chat about upcoming 
bisexual events, concerns, and answer 
each other’s questions about the com-
munity. Bring anything to share, from 
snacks to a good book   7:00pm   Cen-
ter on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  
http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Bite: A Pucking Queer cabaret As Puck 
and the other fairies prepare for a cel-
ebration, their world is rocked by news 
of a break-up between their King and 
Queen. The fairy magic has extended 
through Aug. 26  7:00pm   Mary’s At-
tic  5400 N Clark Chicago  800-737-0984  
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com

Friday, Aug. 26 
chicago lGBt Asylum Support Partners 

(clASP) Meeting to continue CLASP’s 
success supporting LGBTs seeking asy-
lum in the Chicago area with housing 
and more. Seven individuals housed at 
present, with plans for more from Ni-
geria, Pakistan, and Taiwan.  6:30pm   
Broadway United Methodist Church  
3338 N Broadway

Bisexual, transgender and Queer Book 
Night Discussion of I’ve Got a Time 
Bomb by Sybil Lamb. The year is 286. The 
city of Morteville has been flooded by a 
devastating hurricane but Sybil D’Lye 
has never been happier. She’s making 
out with girls, squatting an abandoned 
mansion, and looting every pharmacy 
within wading distance. Everything’s 
going swimmingly until the night Sybil 
is beaten with a pipe and left for dead. 
Though doctors are able to reconstruct 
her skull, her mind is altogether another 
matter.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Gerber Hart 
Library and Archives  6500 N Clark St 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/1018032631625653/

celebrating home: A cabaret Music and 
performance celebrate the new home 
of Pride FIlms and Plays. Snacks and 
drinks from area merchants. Perfor-
mance by company members at 8pm. 
Pay what you can.  7:00pm   pin Hide 
Map Pride Arts Center, 4139 N Broadway, 
Chicago,  https://www.facebook.com/
events/1661298450856542/  

Saturday, Aug. 27 
Asians and Friends Anniversary Party 

$25 single, $40 for couples.   12:00pm 
- 4:00pm   Halsted Hot Tub, 3526 N. 
Halsted, Chicago  http://www.afchi-
cago.org

love Fest 2016 Chicago Black Gay Men’s 
Caucus will celebrate our 11th Love 
Fest, the annual community building 
event that closes pride season with 
greater sense of community, power over 

sexual health, knowledge for fitness 
goals, and tools to impact positive so-
cial change. Free. 18+  12:00pm   Chi-
cago Illuminating Company, 2110 S. Wa-
bash, Chicago  https://www.facebook.
com/events/1583606011939985/

She100’s annual “Shes on the tees” 
Golf Outing $55 per person includes 9 
holes, goody bag and food. $15 for food 
and drinks only without playing golf. 
To attend, contact Angela Barnes at 
abarnzie@gmail.com by Aug. 6, 2015.  
2:00pm   Sydney Marovitz Golf Course , 
3600 N Recreation Dr.

luke Bryan: Kill the lights tour Special 
guests Little Big Town, Dustin Lynch 
and DJ Rock.   5:00pm   Wrigley Field  
http://www.LiveNation.com  Tickets: 
http://www.Cubs.com/LukeBryan 

into the Woods Lambda Legal’s annual 
event is about building LGBT commu-
nity, fundraising for Lambda Legal, a 
statement of visibility and a celebration 
of progress. Day trip round trip motor 
coach $25 in addition to $150/$250 
ticket cost. Bus leaves from Sidetrack 
3pm Chicago time. Returns to Chicago 
9:30 pm Chicago Time. Info Jeff Souva 
at 312-663-4413, ext. 335.  6:00pm   
Contact organizers for location of prop-
erty in Three Oaks, MI  Tickets: http://
www.lambdalegal.org/woods

DuPage Derby Dames Women’s flat 
track roller derby. Doors 5pm.  6:00pm   
Coachlite Skate Center, Roselle  Tickets: 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/2564634

Sunday, Aug. 28
chicago trans* Pride Beach Party 

2016 Chicago Trans Pride is an in-
dependent and public gathering to 
celebrate the beauty, diversity, and 
resilience of the trans* community 
in Chicago.  11:00am - 5:00pm   Hol-
lywood Beach, 55 Crosspoint Pkwy, 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/672246706263027/

Screening “how to Die in Oregon” The 
film follows several terminally-ill Or-
egonians as they take advantage of 
Oregon’s aid-in-dying law. Five states 
recognize the right to die and New Jer-
sey is voting soon.   1:30pm   Sulzer 
Regional Chicago Public Library  4455 N 
Lincoln Ave Chicago  http://howtodie-
inoregon.com/

monthly gathering of lGBtQ Asian and 
Pacific islanders (APi) Christ Church 
of Chicago (Tri-C) and Invisible to In-
vincible: Asian Pacific Islander Pride of 
Chicago (i2i) are sponsoring meetings 
on the fourth Sunday of each month, a 
space for stories, information, resourc-
es, support. Email Chicagoi2i@yahoo.
com or pastor@christchurchchicago.net 
.   3:00pm - 5:00pm   Tri-C, 6047 N. 
Rockwell Ave.

Monday, Aug. 29
center on halsted Ballroom Nights Each 

Monday evening on the third floor. Free 
classes first Monday of each month goes 
into one particular style and subsequent 
weeks go into execution. No registration 
required. Students with no experience 
may join at any time but best early in 
month.   7:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org

Friday, Sept. 2
iFcON 2016 International Friendship 

Conference is the largest annual global 
conference of LGBT Asians and their 
friends. Host hotel is DoubleTree by 
Hilton Hotel Chicago Magnificent Mile. 
See IFCON2016.org/ifcon-2016-regis-
tration/
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the annual love Fest will 
take place at the chicago 
illuminating company.

Photo from 2015
by Vern Hester

saturday, Aug. 27

WCt reporter among
NlGJA honorees

NLGJA: The Association of LGBTQ Journalists 
recently announced the recipients of its Excel-
lence in Journalism Awards for writers’ efforts 
in  2015.

Windy City Times reporter Gretchen Rachel 
Hammond won the Excellence in News Writing 
Award (non-daily) for “LGBT Immigrants Still 
Face Hurdles,” which originally ran in January 
2015. It was one part of a series on LGBT indi-
viduals and immigration.

Expanded to 30 awards in 2016, awards will 
be presented for excellence in Bisexual Cover-
age, Blogging, Book Writing, Column Writing, 
Digital Edition, Digital Video, Documentary, 

Feature Writing, Feature Writing (Non-Daily), 
Health or Fitness Coverage, HIV/AIDS Cover-
age, Local Television, Multimedia, Network 
Television, Newswriting, Newswriting (Non-
Daily), Online Journalism, Opinion/Edito-
rial Writing, Photojournalism, Podcasts, Profile 
Writing, Radio, Social Media, Sports Writing, 
Student Journalism, Transgender Coverage and 
Travel Writing in addition to several special 
recognition awards.

 The awards will be presented throughout the 
NLGJA National Convention & LGBT Media Sum-
mit Sept. 8-11 in Miami. See NLGJA.org/2016/.

CORAl float wins
again at state fair

Once again, the float for CORAL, or Coali-
tion of Rainbow Alliances, won the Governor’s 
Sweepstakes Award at the Illinois State Fair 
Twilight Parade. 

This is the eighth consecutive year it has 
won that prize, and it marks 12 years in a row 
it has won an award in the parade. The “Full 
Steam Ahead” float featured images from the 
skylines of Chicago and Springfield, joined by 
an Amtrak train. 

Diana Nyad in
Chicago sept. 7

Lesbian journalist/long-distance swimmer 
Diana Nyad, author of Find a Way: The Inspir-
ing Story of One Woman’s Pursuit of a Lifelong 
Dream, will be the featured speaker at a lun-
cheon hosted by The Union League Club, 65 W. 
Jackson Blvd., on Wed., Sept. 7, at 11:30 a.m.

Nyad will autograph copies of her work at the 
Union League event.

On Sept. 2, 2013, Nyad became the first per-
son to swim from Cuba to Florida without the 
aid of a shark cage, swimming 111 miles in 
fifty-three hours from Havana to Key West. In 
the 1970s, she became known as the world’s 

greatest long distance swimmer with her open-
water achievements, including a record-break-
ing swim around Manhattan.

Note: The dress code for this event is busi-
ness casual. Denim is not permitted. Call 847-
446-8880 to reserve a spot.

billings, McKechnie
join PFP board
 Pride Films and Plays’ (PFP’s) board of direc-
tors announced that Broadway legend Donna 
McKechnie and actor/activist Alexandra Bill-
ings (Transparent) have become the inaugural 
members of the group’s honorary board.
 In a statement, McKechnie said, “Pride Films 
and Plays is a wonderful organization full of 
extremely talented and creative people. In 
the short time I spent with them I was able 
to experience, first-hand, how much they strive 
for excellence and how much they respect the 
courage it takes to be original … an inspiring 
group.”
 Billings stated, “It is a harbor for those of us 

who have survived and fought for civil rights 
since Stonewall and it is a magnificent intro-
duction for the public at large to see who we 
are, where we’re headed, and how we got here.”
 Founded in 2010, PFP has been ambitiously 
producing works with LGBTQ+ themes.

streisand to release
‘ENCORE’ Aug. 26
 Columbia Records has announced Barbra Stre-
isand’s “ENCORE: Movie Partners Sing Broad-
way” album will debut Friday, Aug. 26.
 The CD will feature 10 new Streisand duets 
of Broadway classics with some of the biggest 
stars in Hollywood. The new musical partners 
include Alec Baldwin, Antonio Banderas, Jamie 
Foxx, Anne Hathaway, Hugh Jackman, Seth 
MacFarlane, Melissa McCarthy, Chris Pine, Daisy 
Ridley, Patrick Wilson and Anthony Newley.
 In six decades, Streisand has recorded 52 
gold, 31 platinum and 13 multi-platinum al-
bums in her career.

Gretchen rachel hammond.
Facebook photo

cOrAl’s float from the illinois 
State Fair.
Photo by David Strzepek
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NEW BODY,
NEW YOU

Discover what others know ...

Award-Winning Plastic Surgery
DR. DAVID SHIFRIN

Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

CHICAGO • 312-502-6200
680 N. Lake Shore Dr.

www.davidshifrinmd.com

Member

Mention 
WINDY CITY TIMES 

and get 
$500 off.

Offer good through August 31, 2016

SPECIAL SUMMER DISCOUNT!

Visit our website:
www.davidshifrinmd.com

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com
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2017 S550 Cabriolet shown in Lunar Blue metallic paint with optional equipment. ©2016 Mercedes -Benz USA, LLC   For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

Love at first sight.
Dream convertibles do come true: the 2017 S-Class Cabriolet is unmatched in style, innovation  
and luxury. And with the top down, its inner beauty captures the heart of any admirer.

#TogetherWeDream

mbusa.com/s-cab
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