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HILLARY CLINTON
Makes history in securing Dem 
nomination. 
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BLACK AND BROWN TOWN HALL
Event part of United Latinx Pride. 
Photo of Pastor Jamie Frazier by Liz Baudler
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ARTFULLY DONE
Activist Art Johnston wins historic award.  
Photo of Art Johnston and Laura Ricketts by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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More than 300 LGBTQs and allies showed up for a Sunday vigil at Halsted and Roscoe in Chicago’s Boystown neigh-
borhood. Chicago Survivors, a group supporting families who have lost children to gun violence, organized the event. 
See vigil story inside.
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Chicagoans show
support for Orlando 
massacre victims

#LOVEISLOVE

COVERAGE OF THE INCIDENT, LOCAL REACTION AND VIGILS BEGINS ON PAGE 11
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TOP-QUALITY INSPECTED USED CARS & SUV’S
IMPORTS & DOMESTICS

‘12 Toyota Highlander Ltd. AWD/Navi. Auto., Leather, Black, 14242A ..............$22,995
‘14 Mercedes C250 Coupe/Navi Sunroof, Sport Package, Grey, 14824A ..............$22,995
‘13 Honda CRV EX AWD .................... Automatic, Sunroof, White, 13930A ..............$18,995
‘15 Mazda3 i Sport ................ Automatic, Full Power, Liquid Silver, P5218 ..............$14,995
‘15 Toyota Corolla LE........................ Automatic, Full Power, Slate, P5215 ..............$14,995
‘12 VW CC Lux Turbo/Navi. ................ Automatic, Sunroof, Grey, 14927A ..............$12,995
‘12 Scion xB .................................... Automatic, 20K, Super White, 14682A ..............$12,995
‘09 Honda Accord EX-L ...... Auto., Sunroof, Leather, 50K, Silver, 14728A ..............$12,995
‘15 Hyundai Elantra SE .................... Automatic, Full Power, Grey, P5174 ..............$11,995
‘15 Nissan Versa Note SV ................ Automatic, Full Power, Blue, P5168 ..............$10,995
‘05 Lexus ES 330............................Auto., Leather, Moonroof, Grey, 15142A ................$7,995
‘05 Volvo XC 70 AWD .............. Auto., Sunroof, Leather, Ice White, P5128A ................$7,995
‘04 Honda CRV LX AWD ................ Automatic, Full Power, Silver, 14672A ................$6,795
‘04 Acura TSX/Navi. ..................................5-Speed, Loaded, Grey, 15198A ................$5,995
‘03 Toyota Camry LE V6........................Automatic, Loaded, White 14698A ................$5,995
‘08 Ford Ranger XLT Supercab 4x4 .......... Automatic, V6, Grey, 15043A ................$5,995
‘02 Honda Civic EX  .............................. Automatic, Sunroof, Red, 14961B ................$2,995

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘15 Forester Prem.     ............Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Silver, P5213 ..............$22,995
‘14 Forester 2.5i     ....................Automatic, Full Power, 26K, Grey, 14725A ..............$18,995
‘13 Forester Prem.     ..........Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Black,15166A ..............$17,995
‘09 Forester 2.5x     ........................Automatic, Full Power, Silver, 14713A ..............$12,995

SUBARU LEGACYS / OUTBACKS
‘15 Outback Prem.  .................. Auto., Bluetooth,  All Weather, White, P5100 ..............$24,995
‘14 Outback Ltd. ......................Automatic, Moonroof, Leather, Blue, P5204 ..............$23,995
‘13 Outback Prem.  .................. Auto., Bluetooth,  All Weather, Silver, P5203 ..............$20,995
‘14 Legacy Sport/Navi. ..............Automatic, Heated Seats, Grey, 15028A ..............$15,995
‘10 Legacy 3.6R  Ltd. ........Automatic, Moonroof, Leather, Black, 14422A ..............$10,995
‘07 Outback 2.5i     ..........................Automatic, Full Power, Silver, 15174A ................$8,995

SUBARU IMPREZAS / CROSSTREKS 
‘14 Crosstrek Prem. ....Automatic, All Weather, Full Power, White, P5211 ..............$19,995
‘14 Impreza Prem. ................ Auto., All Weather, Full Power, White, P5140 ..............$16,995
‘11 Impreza 2.5i ................................ Automatic, Full Power, Grey, 14815A ..............$13,995
‘08 Impreza 2.5i ............................ Automatic, Full Power, 59K Grey, P5216 ..............$10,995

**0  
  

 

% 
  

 

On Every New
2016 Forester

When A Great Deal Matters, Shop Rob Paddor’s...

   

Evanston Subaru  
 

   

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT! 36 month lease.
$2,995 due at signing. GRA-01 #6548
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**
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847-869-5700
3340 OAKTON - SKOKIE • EVANSTONSUBARU.COM
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Evanston Subaru in Skokie
E  

   

* Add tax, title license and $169.27 doc fee.  **Finance on approved credit score Subject to vehicle insurance and
availability.   *Lease on approved credit score. Lease, 10k miles per year, 15 cents after.  Lessee responsible for excess wear and early ter-
mination of lease.  Option to purchase;  Forester $14,876. Crosstrek $15,262, Outback $18,349 All offers end in 3 days, unless noted.  

HOT SUBARU SAVINGS

GIANT SELECTION
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AND SAVE!
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BY LISA KEEN
KEEN NEWS SERVICE

Hillary Clinton became the first woman in U.S. 
history to secure the presidential nomination 
of a major party; Bernie Sanders’ attack on Bar-
ney Frank unsuccessful; Donald Trump promises 
an attack speech next week.

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton unofficially secured the Democratic 
presidential nomination June 7, even before 
votes were tallied in the six states that held 
primaries June 7. U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders 
vowed to continue his now long-shot cam-
paign, and Republican presumptive nominee 
Donald Trump suggested he would make a “ma-
jor” speech next week to launch an assault on 
Clinton’s character.

The June 7 reporting was largely centered 
around Clinton, as most media reports marked 
Clinton’s speech to supporters as an historic 
moment—when, for the first time in U.S. his-
tory, a woman has won a major party’s nomi-
nation for the presidency. Speaking from her 
campaign headquarters in Brooklyn, New York, 
Clinton linked her nomination to the historic 
movement to gain the right to vote for women 
and promised to help “write the next chapter” 
in American history.

In another historic first, California voters on 
June 7 advanced two Democrats, both women, 
to contend in November for the U.S. Senate 
seat being vacated by long-time LGBT sup-
porter Barbara Boxer. It is the first time the 
state’s general election ballot will include two 
candidates of the same party for a Senate seat.

State Attorney General Kamala Harris and 
U.S. Rep. Loretta Sanchez were the top two 
vote getters and, under California primary 
rules, they advance even though they are in 
the same party. Both are strong supporters of 
LGBT civil rights. Sanchez scored 100 percent 
on the Human Rights Campaign’s Congressio-
nal Scorecard for the 113th Congress, and 85 
and 88 for the previous two sessions. The les-
bian political action committee LPAC endorsed 
Harris, as did Equality California. The Human 
Rights Campaign did not endorse a candidate 
in the race.

Harris and Sanchez were the best known of 
seven Democrats, 12 Republicans, and 15 third 
party candidates in the Senate primary.

Clinton reaches delegate goal
Associated Press reported Monday that Clin-

ton had just secured enough delegates to 
win the Democratic presidential nomination. 
Counting delegates she won in primaries and 
superdelegates who have committed to voting 
for her at the convention, Clinton could count 
on more than the magic number: 2,383.

Super delegates are party officials and lead-
ers who are given votes to cast at the conven-
tion and whose votes don’t have to be tied to 
how primary voters in their states vote. LGBT 
superdelegates pledged to Clinton include Sen. 
Tammy Baldwin and U.S. Reps. David Cicilline, 
Jared Polis, Sean Patrick Maloney, and Mark 
Takano; Oregon Gov. Kate Brown and former 
California Assembly Speaker John Perez. Other 
superdelegates pledged to Clinton include ac-
tivist and Chicago Cubs co-owner Laura Rick-
etts, and teachers union leader Randi Weingar-
ten.

In the six states that voted June 7, Clinton 
won four: California, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
and South Dakota. According to a New York 
Times tally, that gave her a total of 2,184 del-
egates earned in the primaries. Adding in 571 
superdelegates, she now has 2,755 delegate 
votes.

Sanders won the Montana primary and the 

North Dakota caucus on June 7, and now has 
a total of 1,852—1,804 earned in primaries 
plus 48 superdelegates. While Sanders blamed 
Clinton’s lopsided super delegate support on 
her “establishment” status, it may also be due, 
at least in part, to the fact that he was not 
a member of the Democratic Party during his 
terms in Congress.

In a speech to supporters in Santa Monica, 
California, at 10:45 p.m. California time, Sand-
ers said his campaign would “continue the 
fight” in the next, and final, Democratic pri-
mary, June 14, in Washington, D.C., and would 
continue to fight for “every vote and every del-
egate.”

Sanders sent mixed messages June 7 about 
how vigorously he would continue his fight 
for the nomination. He surprised many when 
he said during his middle-of-the-night speech 
June 7 that he had called Clinton “and con-
gratulated her on her victory tonight,” an act 
most candidates resort to only after they have 
decided to leave a race. But Sanders also said 
during that same speech that he would take his 
“fight for justice”—not his fight for the nomi-
nation—to the convention in Philadelphia 
next month. He has also asked, and received 
approval June 7, for a meeting with President 
Obama on June 9. And earlier in the evening, 
the New York Times reported that Sanders cam-
paign sources said his campaign would be lay-
ing off at least half of his staff.

By June 8, Clinton’s openly gay campaign 
manager, Robby Mook, told MSNBC that he is 
“totally confident” that the Clinton and Sand-
ers campaigns are “going to come together, 
merge together and win in the fall.”

Sanders camp disses Barney Frank
The Sanders campaign has been focusing its 

attention on late May polls that showed he 
could beat Trump by a more sizeable margin 
than Clinton could. A Quinnipiac University 
poll showed Sanders would beat Trump by nine 
points; Clinton by only four (with a margin of 
error of 2.5).

Armed with this information, the Sanders 
camp went to war in the past week with “the 
entire Democratic establishment,” including 
Barney Frank, the openly gay former Congress-
man and a co-chair of the Rules Committee for 
the Democratic National Convention.

Frank has been a supporter of Clinton since 
the start of the primary season. In a May 27 
letter to the Democratic National Committee, 
the Sanders campaign called Frank and the 
other co-chair of the Rules Committee “ag-
gressive attack surrogates” for Clinton and said 
they harbor “political and personal hostility” 
against Sanders. The letter also said Frank’s 
“animosity” toward Sanders “dates back de-
cades” and it called for his removal as Rules 
Committee co-chair. Convention officials said 
there was no evidence Frank or the other co-
chair had violated any rules of the convention.

On June 2, on MSNBC’s Hardball, Frank said 
his role in the convention is a very small one, 
primarily focused on parliamentary procedure.

With only 45 delegate votes left to be di-
vided up—in D.C.’s primary June 14—Sand-
ers strategy can now rely only on convincing 
superdelegates pledged to Clinton to switch 
their support to him. Some openly LGBT su-
perdelegates have yet to declare who they will 
vote for. They include U.S. Reps. Mark Pocan of 
Wisconsin and Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, DNC 
official Andy Tobias, former state Rep. Glen 
Maxey of Texas, and state party chairman Ray 
Buckley of New Hampshire.

Although he’s not saying it, common sense 
also suggests Sanders is probably hoping that 
sometime between now and the convention, 
Clinton will be saddled with a scandal too dif-
ficult to overcome. And some media reports are 
beginning to analyze the likelihood of Sanders 
making a third party bid.

A third option emerges
But a third-party bid by Sanders seems very 

unlikely now that the Libertarian Party has put 
forth an unusually strong third party ticket: 
two former Republican governors.

Some gay Republicans and perhaps Bernie 
Sanders supporters may be pondering whether 
to support Gary Johnson of New Mexico and 
William Weld of Massachusetts, who were voted 
onto the Libertarian Party ticket over the Me-
morial Day weekend.

Some political observers believe the ticket 
could potentially siphon support away from Re-
publican presumptive nominee Donald Trump, 
and some believe it may appeal to Bernie Sand-
ers supporters who are bitter over his loss to 
Clinton.

Johnson and Weld, both fairly strong pro-gay 
supporters, could attract LGBT Republicans and 
even some Democrats.

Gregory Angelo, president of the national Log 
Cabin Republicans group, said he knows of a 
number of gay Republicans who plan to vote 
for the Johnson-Weld ticket. And that’s no sur-
prise, he said.

“Every election cycle there is always poten-
tial for a Libertarian presidential candidate to 
attract gay Republican voters,” said Angelo.

The Libertarian Party has a fairly strong pro-
gay history. Its first presidential nominee, in 
1972, was a gay man, and the party took pro-
gay positions before the Democratic Party did.

When Johnson ran for the Republican nomi-
nation in 2012, he supported the right of 
same-sex couples to marry, called the National 
Organization for Marriage’s “Marriage Vow” 
statement “offensive,” and said that discrimi-

nating against people “for the way they were 
born” was un-American. After Republicans set-
tled on Mitt Romney as their nominee, Johnson 
switched to Libertarian, became the nominee, 
and won 1.5 million votes in the 2012 general 
election.

Rich Tafel, former head of the national 
Log Cabin Republicans group, said he thinks 
the Johnson-Weld ticket may appeal to some 
gay Republicans and that it “isn’t much of a 
stretch.”

“I do think they offer an alternative that 
some gay Republicans are interested in. Many 
gay Republicans are more libertarian in their 
outlook, so this isn’t much of stretch.”

But in the “hyper-partisan culture” that ex-
ists today, said Tafel, many gay Republicans 
“will line up with the Republican party at the 
end of the day.”

And some media were reporting June 7 that 
many Sanders’ supporters were angry that 
Associated Press had made calls to superdel-
egates to ask who they would vote for in order 
to be able to report Monday that Clinton had 
enough delegates to win the nomination. That 
anger could make it hard for some Sanders sup-
porters –many of who are young and new to 
presidential politics—to stand with the Demo-
cratic Party come November.

A national poll of 808 registered voters tak-
en by Investor’s Business Daily May 31-June 
5 found only 11 percent support for Johnson. 
Most were for Clinton (39 percent) or Trump 
(35 percent).

In nationwide polls taken just prior to the 
June 7 primaries, Clinton held a sizeable lead 
(14 points) over Sanders among registered 
Democratic voters. And Reuters poll in early 
June showed Clinton surging 11 points ahead 
of Trump.

And a Gallup poll in mid-May showed voters 
think Clinton would be far better than Trump in 
“treatment of minority groups in this country 
(67 percent to 29 percent),” and “social issues 
such as gay marriage and abortion” (64 to 31).

GOP reeling behind Trump
After real-estate mogul Donald Trump won 

enough delegates to become the Republican 
Party’s presumptive presidential nominee, many 
GOP leaders began slowly climbing aboard his 
brash bandwagon to November. House Speaker 
Paul Ryan and Senate Leader Mitch McConnell 
each endorsed Trump, while simultaneously 
speaking out against many of the things Trump 
has said and done. He’s said that Japan “might 
be better off” if it had nuclear weapons to de-
fend itself against North Korea. He’s said that 
he wants to bar Muslims from entering the U.S. 
And he wants to build a wall between the U.S. 
and Mexico to keep immigrants out.

But the wheels on the Trump bandwagon 
appeared to come loose this week as Trump 
doubled down on his insistence that a fed-
eral judge should recuse himself from a civil 
trial involving Trump because the judge is of 
Mexican descent. The litigation against Trump 
claims Trump University was guilty of fraud. 
Trump said the fact that he plans on “build a 
wall” between the U.S.-Mexican border makes 
it an “inherent conflict of interest” for the 
judge to preside over his trial.

By the evening of June 7, the fallout over 
Trump’s remarks about the judge prompted the 
candidate to re-couch his position. In a state-
ment released to the press, Trump claimed his 
earlier comments had been “misconstrued” as 
an attack on people of Mexican descent. But 
what he was really trying to do, said Trump, is 
point out that “unfair and mistaken rulings” by 
the judge gave Trump reason to question the 
judge’s impartiality, given Trump’s well-publi-
cized plans to block immigrants from Mexican.

Speaker Ryan said June 7 that Trump’s com-
ments about the judge “the textbook defini-
tion of a racist comment” and were “absolutely 
unacceptable.” And U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) 
issued a statement saying Trump’s statements 
about the judge were “dead wrong” and that 
Trump doesn’t have the temperament to be 
president.

Copyright 2016 Keen News Service
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Obama endorses
Hillary Clinton
 President Barack Obama endorsed pre-
sumptive Democratic presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton in an internet video June 9.
 “I don’t think there’s ever been someone 
so qualified to hold this office,” Obama 
said.
 “I want those of you who have been with 
me since the beginning of this incredible 
journey to be the first to know that I’m 
with her,” Obama added. “I am fired up. 
And I can’t wait to get out there and cam-
paign with Hillary.”
 Obama was slated to campaign with Clin-
ton Wed., June 15, in Green Bay, Wiscon-
sin. However, the recent Orlando, Florida, 
mass shooting has postponed that.
 In a tweet, Clinton thanked Obama for 
his endorsement: “Honored to have you 
with me, @POTUS. I’m fired up and ready 
to go!”

LGBT favorite Clinton
secures Dem nomination;
Trump promises attack
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 The board of directors at the Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance (the “Alliance”) has an-
nounced Owen Daniel-McCarter as the group’s 
new executive director—becoming the first 
transgender man to lead a major LGBT non-
profit organization in the process.
 He succeeds Anthony Papini, who relocated 
to his hometown of Seattle in April.
 Daniel-McCarter has been the Alliance’s policy 
& advocacy director since December 2014. Dur-
ing his time in this position, he has supported 
school districts across the state in their writing 
and adoption of gender inclusion policies, has 
worked to establish the Transforming School 
Discipline Collaborative, and has supported 
hundreds of youth and their families advocate 
for their rights in school. A licensed attorney, 
Daniel-McCarter has litigated cases defending 
LGBTQ youth and adults in issues ranging from 
immigration law to criminal defense to dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual orientation 
and gender identity.
 Prior to his position at the Alliance, Daniel-
McCarter was legal Director and staff attorney 
at the Trans Life Center, a project of Chicago 
House and Social Service Agency.
 The mission of the Alliance is to promote 
safety, support and healthy development for 
LGBTQ youth, in Illinois schools and communi-
ties, through advocacy, education, youth orga-
nizing and research.

Alliance names
Daniel-McCarter
as new director

Owen Daniel-McCarter.
PR photo
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IN THE MATTESON AUTO MALL
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WE’RE CLOSE 
TO YOU!
RT. 30 & I-57
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YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE...

ACCEPTEDACCEPTEDACCEPTEDACCEPTEDACCEPTEDACCEPTED
SOUTH SUBURBAN MITSUBISHI IN 
MATTESON has arranged a special 
� nancing package and is limiting 
its availability to a very select group 
of people like you! We have been 
authorized by our lenders to provide 
this unique � nancing opportunity, and 
will do everything possible to assist 
you. We will not make false promises or mislead you. However, we do feel our experience and 
aggressive lenders enable us to do what others can’t. Call South Suburban Mitsubishi today 
at 708.898.3300 and take advantage of this special offer. This special offer is a straight 
forward, no nonsense approach to helping those in need.

When you arrive at South Suburban Mitsubishi in Matteson, the staff will have details about 
the � nancing package, can help with vehicle selection and will expedite your paperwork to 
get you quickly behind the wheel of your new vehicle.

We guarantee your application will be 
accepted and processed. Finance specialists 
have funding reserved to complete your loan. 
Over $7,000,000 in special loan funds 
will be available for this event!
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FUNDS!

1 out of every 3 American families 
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At South Suburban Mitsubishi, we want good things to happen to good people!

2009 MITSUBISHI
LANCER

CD/MP3, 2.0L 4 CYL, 5 SPEED,
#5400B

$6,995

30 MPG! 2011 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA GLS

 ONE OWNER, LOCAL TRADE-IN!
 #6702P

$8,495
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‘08 FORD MUSTANG COUPE
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‘06 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER
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2008 NISSAN QUEST S
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$6,777

ROAD TRIP!
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$5,995
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‘O7 FORD FOCUS ZX5
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ALLOYS, 4 WHEEL DRIVE! #5381A

$4,995
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‘05 FORD FREESTAR SES
#5829A
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ROOMY!

’07 HYUNDAI SONATA
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’07 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT
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SPORTY
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$7,995
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& Utility Bills with Current Address.
Open, Closed or Discharged Bankruptcy, Foreclosure, 
Layoff, Slow or No Credit... Collections / Divorce... OKOKOKOKOKOKOKOKOK
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Chicago woman
charged after
Target explosion
BY MATT SIMONETTE

A Chicago woman faces felony charges for al-
legedly setting off an explosion in the women’s 
restroom of the Evanston Target Store June 8. 

Heidi E. Schmidt, 44, of the 4000 block 
of West Crystal Street in Chicago, has been 
charged with one count of aggravated arson 
and one count of unlawful possession of an ex-
plosive or incendiary device.

According to a June 11 Evanston Police De-
partment (EPD) statement, Schmidt is alleged 
to have been in a stall in the restroom at the 
time of the explosion, which investigators be-
lieve emanated from a plastic bottle. Inves-
tigators also recovered materials commonly 
combined in order to produce a chemical high 
that can become volatile and explode in the 
mixture process. Schmidt was not injured in 
the incident and left prior to the police and 
fire department’s arrival. 

Commander Joseph Dugan, an EPD spokes-
person, told Windy City Times June 10 that 
detectives had completed their investigation, 
and that the Cook County State’s Attorney was 
reviewing the case.

“We did not find anything having to do with 
the issue of Target and transgender individu-
als,” Dugan said. “We were looking into it—we 
know that something had just passed in the 
[Chicago] city council the same day—but we 
can say that this incident had nothing to do 
with that.”

The Minneapolis-based retail chain has been 
under fire from right-wing elements since it 

expressed support for transgender customers 
and staff in April by affirming their right to 
use the washroom facilities of the gender with 
which they identify. Opponents of the policy 
attempted a large-scale boycott of Target in 
response, and several individuals protested 
its shareholders’ meeting in Costa Mesa, Cali-
fornia, on June 8. Transgender customers and 
their allies in Chicago were among those who 
held a demonstration in support, on June 4, at 

the Uptown Target.
According to an EPD statement, Evanston 

Police and Fire Departments were called to the 
store after the explosion occurred in the wom-
en’s bathroom. There were no reported injuries 
and the damage was confined to one stall. 

Detectives are not currently looking for any 
known additional suspects and said the store 
had received no threats ahead of the incident. 

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1 @windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

Heidi E. Schmidt.
Photo from the Cook County Sheriff’s office
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BY LIz BAUDLER

Joining with the Lighthouse Church, United 
Latino Project (ULP) hosted a Black and Brown 
Town Hall on June 6. The town hall, held at 
Central States SER, 3948 W. 26th St., was a 
chance to bring the two groups together to 
talk about shared issues. 

Pastor Jamie Frazier of Lighthouse said he 
feels there’s been interest in intersectional 
events. “People desire both particular space 
and intersectional space,” Frazier said about 
the events involved in Latino Pride Week. He 
mentioned Black and Latino citizen’s lack of 
resources and a feeling that the groups were 
pitted against each other. 

“Why are we fighting over resources when 
we could be creating more resources?,” Frazier 
asked rhetorically. 

Eventually, the group of about 25 people 
split to form Black, Latino and ally breakout 
groups. After about 15 minutes of discussion, 
the groups reunited to share their topics of 
conversation. 

Latino community members were concerned 
about issues relating to gentrification and 
immigration, and language, including accent 
discrimination. They also had concerns about 
stereotypes service providers might have about 
them. 

Black community members had worries about 
crime and a lack of ownership of businesses 
and homes. “This got depressing,” Frazier said 
about the Black discussion group. He also had 
the group create a list of Black assets, some 
of which included passion, ingenuity and faith. 

Both groups were concerned with media rep-
resentation, lack of resources, stereotypes and 
CPS schools. Frazier and fellow Town Hall facili-
tator Karari Olvera then had the whole group 
discuss personal, interpersonal and systemic 
ways of improving their condition. 

Suggestions for personal improvement in-
volved showing up for events like the town 
hall, and less interpersonal policing. “Let our 

guard down with each other,” one participant 
said. The group also suggested spending money 
in their communities and mentioned the Re-
gal Theatre, bought by a Black developer, as a 
good example of community investment. 

“Interpersonal” in this case referred to or-
ganizations like ULP. Participants talked about 
the importance of lobby days and how groups 
could potentially lobby together.

 “Marriage was successful because it brought 
a lot of people together,” one person said, 
discussing how organizations collaborated to 
lobby for same-sex marriage. The need to share 
resources was highlighted as well, in addition 
to the need for more organizations with multi-
ethnic leaders.

The systemic discussion focused on enti-
ties like government. “Everything in this city 
is downhill,” another attendee said. “There’s 

no support for us.” The budget crisis was dis-
cussed in detail: One participant mentioned 
DCFS is closing group homes, and looking to 
move LGBTQ foster youth to LGBTQ households. 
This discussion touched off a spirited debate 
about whether going to an alderman during of-
fice hours actually does anything. “What can 
we do to make them keep their word?” another 

asked. “How can we become visible to these 
people?”

Frazier concluded by saying he thought there 
should be a “part two” for this town hall and 
mentioned that there are plans to hold more 
in the future. “We sit around and we talk,” he 
said. “What are we gonna do?”

Groups host ‘Black and 
Brown Town Hall’

Karari Olvera.
Photo by Liz Baudler

PASSAGES

William A. Ayer
 William A. Ayer, Jr. D.D.S., Ph.D, passed 
away May 31 after a long struggle with COPD. 
He was 74.
 He leaves behind partner David Koehlinger, 
daughters Christina and Simone, five grand-
children, sister Linda, nephew David, and 
nieces Traci and Debbie. Bill was a most gra-
cious, kind, helpful and humorous person in 
our lives and will be lovingly remembered by 
all.
 Bill was a colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve 
with the Institute of Dental Research at Wal-
ter Reed Army Medical Center. He helped build 
behavioral sciences in oral health before com-
ing to Chicago as chief research scientist at 
the American Dental Association, and then 
professor and director of the Division of Be-
havioral Sciences at Northwestern University 
Dental School as well as professor of psy-
chiatry at Northwestern University Medical 
School. 

 He was also the Bernard Rappaport Dis-
tinguished Research Scientist at the dental 
school. He was very active in early AIDS pre-
vention, care and education. 
 He played a key role in preparing Northwest-
ern University Dental School students to treat 
patients living with HIV/AIDS. In the mid-
1980s, when the AIDS epidemic was at its 
height, practitioners were concerned about 
treating patients living with HIV. In addition, 
Bill was a editor or co-editor of seven books 
and authored more than 100 research papers.
 Bill was long a resident of Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C.; the Chicago North Side 
lakefront; and Sarasota Bay Front in Florida. 
He was a chef extraordinaire, avid gardener 
and enthusiastic traveler, making and culti-
vating friendships worldwide.
 There will be a celebration of life in late 
summer. 
 Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illi-
nois, 773-281-5058 or www.cremation-soci-
ety.com

Alan Schubert dies
 Alan Schubert—one of the founders of the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida—died June 1 at age 70 of 
cancer, according to SFGN.com.
 Schubert moved to Chicago from Florida only 
months ago. Survivors include his spouse, 
Robert Suzuki.
 After attending the University of Illinois, 
Schubert founded Labor World in 1974. He 
relocated to South Florida in 1984, where he 
immersed himself in causes that helped oth-
ers. He financially supported organizations 
such as the Broward Gay and Lesbian Youth 
Group, the Child Care Connection and the 
Jewish AIDS Network, along with the Broward 
Public Library, Human Rights Campaign, Cen-
ter One and Tuesday’s Angels.
 The article is at http://southfloridagaynews.
com/Local/pride-center-founder-dies.html#.
V1ij4nCIWuk.mailto.

IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT TRIUMEQ ® (TRI-u-meck) (cont’d)

These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your HCP if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.

You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

This Medication Guide has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Manufactured for: by:

ViiV Healthcare GlaxoSmithKline
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Lamivudine is manufactured under agreement from
Shire Pharmaceuticals Group plc
Basingstoke, UK

COMBIVIR, EPIVIR, EPZICOM, TIVICAY, TRIUMEQ, TRIZIVIR, and ZIAGEN are registered trademarks 
of the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

EPIVIR-HBV is a registered trademark of the GSK group of companies.

The other brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies. The makers of these brands are not affi liated with and do not 
endorse the ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its products.

©2015, the ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved.

Issued: September 2015
TRM:3MG

Filename69834 65054_69834_M02_527405R0_Newspaper_FCAD.

Art Director

Artist

mculbreth

Kerry

 User / PrevUs-Last Modified

CMYK

11-10-2015 5:55 PM

Bleed

Trim

Saftey

None

9.75” x 15.677”

None

Path Premedia:Volumes:Premedia:Pre-
press:65054_69834:Final:Pre-
press:65054_69834_M02_527405R0_
Newspaper_FCAD.indd

Johnny.Ho / Derrick.Edwin

Client

Create

Proof

 GSK ViiV

 11-10-2015 5:25 PM

Traffic   iwaugh5

Fonts Helvetica Neue LT Std (75 Bold, 77 Bold Condensed, 57 Condensed, 55 Roman, 47 Light Condensed Oblique, 77 Bold Condensed Oblique, 67 Medium Condensed, 47 Light Condensed; OpenType)

Art  TRIU_63964_02a_CeasarCouchAd_NEWS_V1_HR.tif (Arts_Logos:Glaxo_Smith_Kline:Art:LiveArtwork:Triumeq:63964:TRIU_63964_02a_CeasarCouchAd_NEWS_V1_HR.tif), ViiVHCcmyk.ai (Arts_Logos:Glaxo_
Smith_Kline:Logos:ViiV:ViiVHCcmyk.ai), DTP_ViiV For You Logo_O.ai (Arts_Logos:Glaxo_Smith_Kline:Logos:ViiV:DTP_ViiV For You Logo_O.ai), Triumeq_US_CMYK_Reg_NEW.ai (Arts_Logos:Glaxo_Smith_
Kline:Logos:Triumeq:Triumeq_US_CMYK_Reg_NEW.ai), TRIU_02_ItsTimeLogo_SW_V1_130_HR.psd (Arts_Logos:Glaxo_Smith_Kline:Art:LiveArtwork:Triumeq:58522_Ad:TRIU_02_ItsTimeLogo_SW_V1_130_HR.psd), 

T:10”

T:6.5”

Client Name:  GSK/ViiV Healthcare
Product:   Triumeq
Job Number:   0000069834_M02_527405R0_FCAD
Media:  b/w Newspaper 

Size:  10 x 6.5

Pubs:  Chicago Citizen Newspaper Groups, Windy City Times

1/2 PAGE BRIEF SUMMARY – PAGE 2[Top right hand side of spread]

This advertisement prepared by:
HAVAS WORLDWIDE NY
200 Hudson Street
New York, New York 10013

AD:  M. Culbreth
AE:  M. Halle
Prod:  I. Waugh

BILLING JOB NUMBER: 65054



June 15, 201610 WINDY CITY TIMES

BY MATT SIMONETTE

The Committee on Human Relations of the Chi-
cago City Council passed a recommendation 
June 8 that the City Council adopt a measure 
forbidding business owners and service provid-
ers from requiring individuals to have gender-
markers on their identification matching their 
gender-presentation when those individuals try 
to access restrooms or other public accommo-
dations.
 City officials, community members, advocates 
and political officials spoke on behalf of the 
proposal, which would, among other things, 
allow transgender, gender nonconforming or 
other individuals to access restrooms or locker 
rooms without being asked for identification to 
“prove” their gender. The measure was intro-
duced in May by Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Ald. Ed 
Burke and members of the LGBT Caucus of the 
Chicago City Council—Alds. Tom Tunney, James 
Cappleman, Deb Mell, Raymond Lopez and Car-
los Ramirez-Rosa.
 “I think this is a forward legislation that has 
met its time,” said Tunney.
 Committee Chairwoman Pat Dowell expressed 
support for the measure and opened it up for 
testimony by dozens of individuals attending 
the hearing, almost all in favor of the amend-
ment. First to testify was Mona Noriega, a long-
time LGBT community activist and chairwoman 
of the city’s Commission on Human Relations. 
She worked for many months on garnering sup-
port for the measure. She said that the current 
regulation was a product of its time (2002) but 
is now possibly a violation of civil rights, and is 
somewhat comparable to North Carolina’s noto-
rious HB 2 legislation.
 “That’s not going so well for the state of 
North Carolina right now,” said Noriega, who 
further urged the committee members to dem-
onstrate that, “We are not like the misguided 
legislators of North Carolina.”
 Legal representatives of Chicago Public 
Schools testified about their implementation 
of new guidelines that clarified the rights of 
transgender students, staff and volunteers. 
They fielded questions from some aldermen 
who were concerned that the regulations 
opened the door for students of one gender to 
trespass and misbehave in the restroom of the 
opposite gender, and then say that they were 

transgender to escape the consequences. Ald. 
Nicholas Sposato said that his concern was not 
directed at transgender students but “knuckle-
head” boys who’d abuse the rules.
 “We’ve seen zero incidents of the ‘knuckle-
head’ effect,” said CPS Deputy Counsel Ruchi 

Verma. “We don’t think we should be regulating 
to that fear.”
 Capt. Sean Joyce of Chicago Police Depart-
ment’s Office of Legal Affairs fielded similar 
questions about the legal implications of what 
would happen if patrons in public settings 
were made to feel uncomfortable by the pres-
ence of someone perceived to be the opposite 
gender. Joyce said every situation would have 
to be investigated.
 “We don’t police comfort and discomfort,” 
Joyce said. “… The police are there to inves-
tigate a crime. We wouldn’t arrest someone for 
walking into the wrong restroom.”
 Mell reminded the committee and audience 
that transgender individuals using the restroom 
of the gender into which they were born were 
the ones in the “wrong” restroom.
 “If we don’t change this, we will have more 
men in women’s bathroom and more women in 

men’s bathrooms,” she added. “… We encoun-
ter transgender people and we don’t even know 
it.”
 Cappleman added, “The other alternative is 
we have people who are transgender go to the 
bathroom outside.”
 A number of transgender individuals spoke 
on the new measure’s behalf. Filmmaker Lilly 
Wachowski said, “I am a Chicago filmmaker, 
taxpayer and bathroom user,” and went on to 
describe being harassed when trying to use a 
dressing room on a recent shopping trip. In-
tolerant thinking, she said, “is rampant and 
institutionalized. ... We are here, we exist, and 
I implore you at this moment to please recog-

nize us.”
 Trisha Lee Holloway of Howard Brown Health 
said, “We shouldn’t be questioned while we’re 
going about our business, washing our hands 
and heading out for the rest of our day.”
 She discussed a fast-food restaurant where 
transgender individuals were regularly interro-
gated by its security guard. “That is not creat-
ing safety,” Holloway noted, adding that it led 
to “chaos” instead.
 Avery James Capaldi, who identifies as inter-
sex, said, “I am ‘different,’ but my need to use 
the bathroom is the same of everyone else.”
 An anonymous witness, the mother of a trans-
gender daughter, described the hardships that 
her child struggles with in public circumstanc-
es. “[Under] the under the current ordinance, 
she would have to go into the men’s room. … 
Being transgender exposes her to discrimina-
tion—it’s not American. It’s about living in a 
society where our children can be safe to flour-
ish.”
 Christopher Clark of Lambda Legal called the 
current rule “an unlawful barrier that must be 
eliminated,” since it allows business owners 
and members of the general public to police 
transgender individuals. “Such policing causes 
needless humiliation and embarrassment,” he 
said.

 Among those who also testified in favor of the 
new measure were Rabbi Shoshanah Conover of 
Temple Sholom; Owen Daniel-McCarter of Illi-
nois Safe Schools Alliance; Ed Yohnka of ACLU 
Illinois; Jennifer Leininger of Lurie Children’s 
Hospital; professor Mickey Mahoney; activist 
Michael O’Connor; Tanvi Sheth of Transforma-
tive Justice Law Project of Illinois; activist Rick 
Garcia; activist Myles Brady; William Greaves, 
formerly the director of Chicago Advisory Coun-
cil on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Issues; Sharmili Majmudar of Rape Victim Ad-
vocates; businessman Joe Betancourt; Vincent 
Samar of Loyola University; activist Aurora 
Pineda; and Tracy Baim, publisher of the Windy 

City Times. Ken Gunn of Chicago Commission 
on Human Relations also spoke.
 Pride Action Tank Executive Director Kim 
Hunt, along with PAT’s Chicago Restroom Ac-
cess Project, worked to coordinate testimony 
on the bill. She also addressed the committee.
 Holloway told Windy City Times that she was 
concerned about the issue because, “It creates 
so much fear and it creates so much anxiety—
and it takes our rights for using the restroom 
away.”
 She added that her concern for the issue 
came about after an experience with the police 
in the Pullman area in 2014.
 “I was pulled over by the police and had to 
be taken to the station,” Holloway recalled. “I 
had to use the bathroom, and because of what 
my ID said, they made me use the men’s room. 
An officer had to stand in front of the door.”
 She said the measure brought up what is 
still for many a very relevant discussion, add-
ing, “For some individuals, there is still trauma 
about using the bathroom.”
 The Chicago City Council next meets at 10 
a.m. on June 22, when this measure is ex-
pected to be put for a vote before the full City 
Council.
 Many more photos are at WindyCityMedia-
Group.com.

Chicago City Council 
committee votes to
advance trans measure

Left: Trisha Lee Holloway. Right: Joe Betancourt.
Photos by Gretchen Rachel Hammond. See video testimonies with the online edition of this article, or on the Windy City Times YouTube channel.
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In what has now become the largest mass 
shooting in U.S. history, 49 people were killed 
June 12 when a gunman opened fire at an 
Orlando, Florida, LGBT nightclub, Pulse. More 
than 50 people are also reported as injured, 
and the gunman also died.

The previous largest mass killing targeting 
LGBTs occurred June 24, 1973, in New Orleans, 
at a fire set at the UpStairs Lounge, where 
many members of the Metropolitan Community 
Church were gathered. Thirty-two people died 
as a result of the fire or smoke inhalation. A 
gay man who had been thrown out of the bar 
earlier that day was the suspect, but he was 
never charged.

Police shot and killed the Orlando gunman, 
identified as Omar Siddiqui Mateen, Orlando 
Police Chief John Mina told reporters. “It ap-
pears he was organized and well-prepared,” the 
chief said, adding that the shooter had an as-
sault-type weapon, a handgun and “some type 
of [other] device on him.” At least 11 officers 
were involved in the shootout, Mina said.

In a statement, President Obama said, “This 
is an especially heartbreaking day for all our 
friends—our fellow Americans—who are les-
bian, gay, bisexual or transgender. The shooter 
targeted a nightclub where people came to-
gether to be with friends, to dance and to 
sing, and to live. The place where they were 
attacked is more than a nightclub —it is a 
place of solidarity and empowerment where 
people have come together to raise awareness, 
to speak their minds, and to advocate for their 
civil rights.” His full statement is listed below.

According to its website, Pulse—which has 
three areas: The Lounge, Ultra Bar and The 
Adonis Room—has been open since 2004. The 

night was reportedly Latin Night at the bar.
The big annual Gay Days in Orlando, when 

tens of thousands of LGBTs come to the city for 
special events at theme parks such as Walt Dis-
ney World and at clubs, had just ended June 6.

MSNBC reported that Mateen’s father said 
his son made angry comments after seeing two 
men kissing in downtown Miami recently. “In 
front of my [3-year-old] son they are doing 
that,” the son reportedly told his father. “And 
then we were in the men’s bathroom and men 
were kissing each other.” He said his son was 
very upset, and said maybe this is why he went 
after a gay club. 

Washington Post reported that Mateen called 
911 and pledged allegiance to ISIS. The group 
also claimed credit for the incident, though 
there has not yet been any confirmation that 
they did in fact have any part in its planning 
or execution.

Los Angeles carries on
Meanwhile, in a likely unrelated case, police 

in Santa Monica may have averted an attack 
on pride in Los Angeles, pulling over a man in 
a car with Indiana plates. They found assault 
weapons and possible explosives, and the man 
said he was in town for L.A. Pride, according to 
The Los Angeles Times.

The Pride Parade there went forward as sched-
uled. Equality California noted that, “There will 
be much to say as we all learn more about last 
night’s horrible events in the hours and days 
to come, and whether last night’s victims were 
targeted because they were LGBT, because they 
were American or because they were concen-
trated in one place. For now, our hearts are 
with the victims, their families and Orlando’s 
LGBT community. Whatever the motive, this is 
a terrible tragedy for LGBT people in Orlando 
and nationwide, especially as our community 

celebrates LGBT Pride Month.”
During a press conference, Los Angeles Mayor 

Eric Garcetti said that, “We are here as Angeli-
nos, as the LGBT community and allies to say 
we will not shrinking away. We will not go back 
in our closets. This is a society where we love 
broadly and openly. The whole spectrum in ev-
ery hue is here. We are all LGBTQ members to-
day. Today we are proud of who we are.”

Local reactions
Chicago-area politicians, organizations and 

activists spoke out about the incident in its 
aftermath.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel said in a statement, 
“Last night’s horrifying act of terrorism in Or-
lando was an attack on our most fundamental 
values as Americans. On behalf of the City of 
Chicago, Amy and I send our deepest condo-
lences to the friends and family members of 
those who were lost. June is a time when all 
Chicagoans and all Americans proudly celebrate 

the contributions of our LGBT community. This 
horrendous violence will only deepen our re-
solve to continue building a society that values 
everyone, regardless of who they love.”

Mona Noriega, chairman and commissioner of 
the Chicago Commission on Human Relations, 
also issued a statement: “Today our thoughts 
and prayers are with the Pulse community, 
family and friends of those who have been 
lost, and the entire LGBTQ community who are 
attempting to make sense of this horrific trag-
edy. Chicago’s Commission on Human Relations 
actively works to protect the rights of every 
individual, and to address bigotry and discrimi-
nation on any group of people anywhere, be-
cause it shouldn’t matter who you love or what 
you believe. What occurred last night in Or-
lando is an assault on humanity, and Chicago is 
committed to doing all that we can to prevent 
another senseless act of violence and hatred as 
we strive to make our society a better and more 
inclusive place for all.”

Chicago’s 35th Ward Ald. Carlos Ramirez-Rosa 
said, “I have a heavy heart and tear-filled eyes 
as I grieve for the victims and families of Orlan-
do’s Pulse gay nightclub. I am so moved by the 
Floridians waiting in line to donate blood for 
the 53 wounded. In the wake of this tragedy, 
much will be said on gun control, homopho-
bia, Islamophobia, policies we must change, 
but nothing will bring back our 50 sisters and 
brothers. Despite our inability to bring back 
our 50 sisters and brothers, despite our inabil-
ity to undo this hateful terror attack, we must 
continue to imagine and build a world full of 
love for all people.”

Center on Halsted CEO Modesto Tico Valle 
stated: “Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
victims, and their love ones. As LGBTQ people 
we should express our sadness and outrage 
over the continual hateful acts of violence 
that target our community. Our movement is 
far from over—we must mobilize with LGBTQ 
people and allies across this country to end 

At least 50 killed in Orlando tragedy

Turn to page 13

Pulse memorial logo from Facebook.
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About 300 Chicagoans gathered in Lake View 
at the corner of Halsted and Roscoe June 12, 
in memory of victims of the mass shooting at 
an Orlando LGBT nightclub early that morning 
that left 50 dead and more than 50 wounded.

Speakers addressed a number of issues that 
the Florida massacre—the largest mass shoot-
ing in U.S. history—touched upon, from gun 
control to ethnic and religious tolerance, but 
nearly all urged for love, peace and respect 
as the LGBT community moves forward in the 
weeks ahead.

A second rally was held concurrently in An-
dersonville, where Midsommarfest was being 
celebrated, and attended by many LGBT Chica-
goans and visitors.

Dawn Valenti, a lesbian crisis responder from 
Chicago Survivors, a group that deals with fam-
ilies in the aftermath homicides, hosted the 
Lakeview rally, and called the Florida shooting 
a “double-punch in the stomach for me, so I 
couldn’t sit by idly.”

Valenti added, “It’s important for me, and 
this city, and our state, to send out love, and 
our prayers to those families who are still look-
ing for their loved ones, [and] families who 

still don’t know if their loved one was in that 
nightclub, and if that loved one made it out.”

Among the speakers was performer and make-
up artist David Sotomayor, also known as Jade 
Sotomayor, whose cousin Edward Sotomayor 
was among the Orlando victims.

“I’m pretty sad tonight, and overwhelmed, 
and happy to know that there is a community 
out there that cares about all this tragedy that 
happens,” he said.

“I cannot even understand why this would 
happen—this man was amazing,” Sotomayor 
added. “He treated all of us so well. Anything 
you did, he had a smile on his face. I haven’t 
met a person who said they had been upset 
with him. This morning I woke up to find out 
that though fans of mine that my cousin had 
passed in this shooting. … This needs to stop. 
We need to make sure that we know that we are 
here and that we are strong.”

Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson 
said, “It was important for me to come out to-
night to say that CPD stands for everybody in 
Chicago. This was just another example of how 
gun violence affects everyone in the country at 
some point in time.”

Johnson said that CPD had increased patrols 
in the neighborhood as well as at other special 
events in other parts of the city. “I’ve also been 
in communication with the folks in Orlando to 

offer them assistance—I think it’s only fitting 
that we think that we think about them, and 
what we’re going through, even if we have our 
challenges in the city,” he said.

Commissioner Mona Noriega of the Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations said, “We 
must, as a community, stand together and not 
let falsehoods divide us. We must not let others 
lie to us about who the true enemy is. We must 
stand together in unity. We are a community 
that stands united.”

Among the elected officials in attendance 
were state Reps. Greg Harris and Kelly Cassidy, 
and Alds. Deb Mell, James Cappleman, Ray-
mond Lopez and Carlos Ramirez-Rosa.

Cappleman said, “This was an an act, [where-
in] the whole purpose of was to intimidate us. 
We have had people try to intimidate us before. 
It didn’t work before and it’s not working now. 
… They win if we succumb to hate. We are 
a people gathered together, united in peace 
and love. The Pride Parade will be coming in a 
couple of weeks. We are going to be marching 
in peace and love. We are going to show these 
haters that they are not going to win, because 
love always wins.”

The speakers were flanked by a number of 
families whose children have fallen victim to 

gun violence. “They were all innocent children, 
gunned down in the city of Chicago,” said Val-
enti.

Cassidy said, “I’m particularly humbled to be 
joined by the families of the victims who join 
with us today. We need to be in their neigh-
borhoods when the shootings happen too. We 
need vigils of this size on the South Side and 
the West Side and north of Howard every time 
we lose a life. All of us together are a hundred 
times bigger than the National Rifle Associa-
tion.”

She added that when she’s carried gun-
control bills, “I have gotten some of the most 
heinous hate-mail I have ever seen as a result 
of my work to take guns out of our neighbor-
hoods. I don’t want to take guns out of the 
hands of law-abiding gun owners and I dare 
those law-abiding gun owners to join us here 
today for reasonable, thoughtful changes to 
our gun laws that don’t allow ammunition that 
is specifically designed to cause maximum tis-
sue damage to come into the hands of a mad-
man in a bar in Orlando. … I welcome you all 
to this fight, and together we can win.”

Fighting back tears, Harris said, “To see the 
moms back here, they know [what it’s like] to 
turn on the TV and watch moms standing there 
wondering if their child was going to come 
back from that club, or if their child was one of 

those who was going to be carried out of that 
club later. We’ve seen young people carried out 
of a church in Charleston. We’ve seen people 
carried out of a Christmas party in San Ber-
nardino. … We have to take away the assault 
weapons, the body armor, the high-capacity 
ammunition clips, the things that have no 
place in our city streets and our society. And 
we can’t let those who want to divide us for 
political purposes [be successful]. We have to 
stand together, gay, straight, bisexual, trans-
gender, Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish. 
We must all stand together and say enough is 
enough. These are our streets. This is our com-
munity. This is our freedom.”

Colleen Daley of the Illinois Council Against 
Handgun Violence, said, “This is a hate crime 
specifically targeted against this community. 
Officials are obviously investigating this event 
to find out more about the shooter, to find out 
whey this happened.

“This is happening way too much on our 
country. Last summer, it was a church in 
Charleston. Last fall, it was Planned Parent-
hood. And last night, a gay bar in Orlando. … 
A connecting element in all of this is hate and 
guns. It’s far too easy for people to get their 
hands on guns in our country and we must do 
something about it. We must stand together 
and say, ‘Enough is enough.’ … While me 
mourn today, we also have to commit to take 
action. We must hold Congress and our legisla-
tors accountable. They shouldn’t have assault 
weapons. This shouldn’t be happening. We as a 
country are better than this.”

Eboo Patel, president of Interfaith Youth 
Core, a nonprofit promoting interfaith coopera-
tion and dialogue, said, “It is said that classi-
cal Muslim scholars would teach their students, 
[that] if you are merciful on Earth, the one in 
Heaven will be merciful to you. Mercy in Islam 
is not about lukewarm tolerance. Mercy in Is-
lam is about friendship. It is about solidarity. 
It is about love. It is in that spirit that I come 
here today—not to say, ‘Please don’t hate peo-

ple who pray in Arabic like me,’ but primarily to 
say, ‘I owe so much to you, to my friends who 
are gay, to my teachers who are gay, to my col-
leagues at Interfaith Youth Core who are gay.’ 
Everybody here is smart enough to know that 
extremists of all traditions belong to only one 
tradition—the tradition of extremism.

“I am here to tell you also, that there is great 
insight in the work of Dante. Anyone sitting on 
the fence today needs to hear this: The hottest 
places in hell are reserved for those who, in 
times of moral crisis maintain their neutrality. 
Today I will not. … Part of who I am, part of 
the joy and life that I have experienced, part 
of my own pride as an American, as an Indi-

an, as a Muslim, come from my relationships, 
my friendships, my learnings from you, and I 
grieve with you and I hurt with you. And I will 
move forward with you, because in the words 
of the great gay writer Tony Kushner … as he 
ends Angels in America with: “‘That there is 
more life, the great work begins.’”

Bishop James Wilkowski of Evangelical 
Catholic Diocese of the Northeast remembered 
gathering at the same spot for a 1998 vigil in 
memory of Matthew Shepard.

“Some of us here are old enough to remem-
ber, and I see so many young faces that, to 
many of us, the name Matthew Shepard is 
more historical than anything,” he said. “But 
on both occasions we gathered here because 
we needed to deal with our hurt, frustration 
and anger, and wondering how we as a national 
family could begin to deal with with problems 
of hatred and bigotry. But we’ve grown wiser 
over the years, and we know we cannot blame 
a person’s religion, ethnicity or culture for the 
acts that happened this morning.”

Wilkowski urged the audience to commit 
themselves to ending bigotry, which he said 
was a “step forward in the healing process.”

Holding a pride flag aloft, Wilkowski said, 
“When I was growing up, this flag had a very 
limited meaning. This flag has a much more 
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Chicagoans pay tribute to 
Orlando massacre victims

Eboo Patel, president of Interfaith Youth Core.
Photo by Tracy Baim
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Left: Event organizer Dawn Valenti. Center: Mona Noriega, Commissioner of the Commission on Human Relations. Right: Chicago’s David Sotomayor, cousin of victim Edward Sotomayor.
Photos by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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discrimination in all forms and create a society 
that values full equality.”

Imani Rupert-Gordon, executive director of 
Affinity Community Services, said on Facebook: 
“Our hearts are heavy as we stand in solidar-
ity with our family, our friends, and our com-
munity in Orlando. The hate demonstrated by 
taking the lives of at least 50 in our LGBTQIA 
community, and injuring over 50 more is noth-
ing short of repulsive. We are working with our 
community across the country to determine 
how to respond collectively to this incredibly 
tragic event. Let us not forget, as we continue 
to celebrate our month of Pride, June is much 
more than a celebration of who we are. June is 
proof of our resilience, our perseverance, and 
our strength. Affinity couldn’t be more proud 
to be LGBTQIA people of color in service to 
our own community. With love, respect, and 
solidarity.”

Officials from the Legacy Project said, 
“Throughout our history LGBTQ people have 
been no strangers to acts of violence and hatred 
against us, and even today—in a presumably 
civil, secular, and more accepting society—we 
remain isolated and targeted by any number 
of Americans—of all faiths and of no faith—
whose hatred of homosexuals has expressed it-
self in calls for violence towards us—including 
death. … The only solution we are empowered 
to engage in is to live our truth openly and 
honestly, and to share our lives and our history 
and our contributions in the hopes of changing 
the hearts and minds of those who, perhaps 
up until today, did not realize that there is an 
inevitable result at the end of unchecked, un-
challenged hatred of any group—the well from 
which all extremism springs.”

Andy Thayer, co-founder of Chicago’s Gay 
Liberation Network, issued this statement: 
“The worst thing that we could do right now 
is compound a horrible act of anti-LGBT hate 
by promoting anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant 

hate. To use this tragedy to promote Trump-
like behavior would be despicable. It is a race 
to the bottom, branding all people in a group, 
regardless of character, as the enemy. As LGBTs 
we have recently won so many rights —with 
the aid of many non-LGBTs of all faiths —and 
so it would be unworthy of us to become hat-
ers towards any other group of people. We have 
in our LGBT community many Muslims and im-
migrants who catch it from both sides —racist 
Islamophobes on one side, anti-LGBT bigots 
on the other. We especially need to stand with 
them, and stand against scapegoating, period.

“Florida Senator Bill Nelson just a few mo-
ments ago said that we need to not be ‘hy-
phenated Americans, but stand together as 
Americans.’ Sorry Mr. Senator, but this was an 
apparent anti-gay attack. Disregarding that 
fact is to disregard the hate that has been pro-
moted by anti-gay political and religious lead-
ers of both parties, especially in the American 
South. With a presidential candidate making it 
his calling card, Islamophobia is also a huge 
threat. Until we stand together not as Ameri-
cans, but as human beings regardless of race, 
nationality or religion, and confront what our 
own leaders are doing to perpetuate this cycle 
of violence, whether scapegoating groups or 
serial bombings of other countries, it will not 
end.”

Officials from Association of Latinos/as Mo-
tivating Action (ALMA) in Chicago, noting that 
the shooting occurred on Latino night, said 
they “send the victims and their families our 
condolences and sympathy during this diffi-
cult time. We also send the LGBTQ community 
in Orlando our best thoughts as they mourn, 
heal, and work towards moving forward. While 
this is surely one of the most tragic events in 
our recent history, it represents the continued 
violence towards the LGBTQ community, in 
particular for LGBTQ people of color. Last year, 
over 20 trans women of color were murdered 
in acts of hate crime; and those numbers con-
tinue to grow this year. While for many of us in 

LGBTQ community, our sense of safety has been 
shattered because of the Orlando shooting. We 
must remain vigilant, we must remain united, 
and we must continue to work together with 
our allies to continue our progress.”

Equality Illinois CEO Brian C. Johnson stat-
ed, “No parent should get the phone call say-
ing their child was murdered by a gunman. It 
shouldn’t happen in Sandy Hook; it shouldn’t 
happen in Charleston; it shouldn’t happen here 
in Chicago; and it certainly shouldn’t have hap-
pened in Orlando this morning. This was an act 
of terror. It was an attack on LGBT Americans 
during Pride Month, the month we celebrate 
our strength, vibrancy and power as a commu-
nity. But our history has taught us that Pride 
always trumps Hate.”

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., said, “Whatever 
the twisted motivation turns out to be for the 
most lethal mass shooting in U.S. history, we 
must end, once and for all, the shamefully easy 
access to guns that is killing so many Ameri-
cans. We owe it to the 20 first graders and their 
teachers gunned down at an elementary school 
in Newtown, Conn. in 2012, we owe to the 14 
people killed at an office holiday party in San 
Bernardino, Calif., in 2015, we owe it to the 
31 college students slaughtered in Blacksburg, 
Va., in 2007 and the list goes on. Gun vio-
lence is a national epidemic, an international 
disgrace. This past May in Chicago, 66 people 
were slain, almost all by guns. More than 300 
others were shot and wounded. We must enact 
sensible gun control laws and enforce them. 
It is past time to reinstate the ban on assault 
weapons, such as the one used this morning at 
the Pulse nightclub to kill 50 people and send 
53 others to the hospital, many in critical con-
dition. We must choose futures over funerals 
and stop the flow of guns.”

Chicago help
Lesbian crisis responder Dawn Valenti, from 

Chicago Survivors, a group that deals with fam-
ilies in the aftermath of a homicide in Chicago, 

hosted a vigil Sunday at 7 p.m., on Halsted and 
Roscoe. There was also a vigil in Andersonville 
at 7:45 p.m. Sunday during Midsommarfest.

On Monday, June 13, Center on Halsted host-
ed a vigil at 7 p.m. The Phoenix LGBT center 
in Springfield, Illinois, is hosting a vigil Wed., 
June 15 at 6 p.m.

Claudia Mosier, a therapist who is trauma-
trained and has participated in one post-
shooting trauma treatment effort, is opening 
her office for anyone who wants to have a 
safe place to discuss how this event has im-
pacted them. Monday noon-3 p.m., Tuesday 
7-9 p.m. and Wednesday 5-9 p.m. There will be 
no charge. The office address is 8 S. Michigan 
Ave., Suite 1500, Chicago.

New Hope Recovery Center and the private 
practices of Jeff Zacharias will provide their 
spaces at 2835 N. Sheffield, Suite 304. Call 
773-720-0068 or emailJeffrey.zacharias@
gmail.com ahead of time.

Crisis and trauma counselor Karen Rothstein 
Pineda also offered services for those in need. 
She is at 708-689-9814, karen@oakpark-coun-
seling.com. 

Regional and national reactions
Equality Florida CEO Nadine Smith issued 

a statement: “We are reeling from the tragic 
news that a gunman opened fire on the 2am 
capacity crowd at Pulse leaving 50 people dead 
and over 50 injured according to preliminary 
reports. We are heartbroken and angry that 
senseless violence has once again destroyed 
lives in our state and in our country.

“Gay clubs hold a significant place in LGBTQ 
history. They were often the only safe gather-
ing place and this horrific act strikes directly 
at our sense of safety. June commemorates 
our community standing up to anti-LGBTQ vio-
lence at the Stonewall Inn, the nightclub that 
has become the first LGBTQ site recognized 
as a national monument. We have received a 
steady stream of emails and messages from 
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Orlando officials, on June 12, slowly began 
to release the names of individuals who were 
killed in the shooting at the Pulse nightclub 
early that morning.

Forty-nine victims lost their lives, many of 
them members of Central Florida’s Latino LGBT 
community. Authorities said that they would 
regularly update the list as victims’ families 
were notified.

As of Windy City Times’ press time, the fol-
lowing victims’ names were released by the 
city of Orlando’s website :

 
Edward Sotomayor Jr., 34
Stanley Almodovar III, 23
Luis Omar Ocasio-Capo, 20

Juan Ramon Guerrero, 22
Eric Ivan Ortiz-Rivera, 36
Peter O. Gonzalez-Cruz, 22
Luis S. Vielma, 22
Kimberly Morris, 37
Eddie Jamoldroy Justice, 30
Darryl Roman Burt II, 29
Deonka Deidra Drayton, 32
Alejandro Barrios Martinez, 21 
Anthony Luis Laureanodisla, 25 
Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, 35 
Franky Jimmy Dejesus Velazquez, 50 
Amanda Alvear, 25 
Martin Benitez Torres, 33 
Luis Daniel Wilson-Leon, 37 
Mercedez Marisol Flores, 26 

Xavier Emmanuel Serrano Rosado, 35 
Gilberto Ramon Silva Menendez, 25
Simon Adrian Carrillo Fernandez, 31
Oscar A Aracena-Montero, 26
Enrique L. Rios, Jr., 25
Miguel Angel Honorato, 30
Javier Jorge-Reyes, 40
Joel Rayon Paniagua, 32
Jason Benjamin Josaphat, 19
Cory James Connell, 21
Juan P. Rivera Velazquez, 37
Luis Daniel Conde, 39
Shane Evan Tomlinson, 33
Juan Chevez-Martinez, 25
Jerald Arthur Wright, 31
Leroy Valentin Fernandez, 25

Tevin Eugene Crosby, 25
Jonathan Antonio Camuy Vega, 24
Jean C. Nives Rodriguez, 27
Rodolfo Ayala-Ayala, 33
Brenda Lee Marquez McCool, 49
Yilmary Rodriguez Sulivan, 24
Christopher Andrew Leinonen, 32
Angel L. Candelario-Padro, 28
Frank Hernandez, 27
Paul Terrell Henry, 41
Antonio Davon Brown, 29
Christopher Joseph Sanfeliz, 24
 
—Compiled by Matt Simonette

City of Orlando begins to release victim names

Left to right: Edward Sotomayor, Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, Kimberly Morris, Luis Daniel Wilson-Leon, Mercedez Marisol Flores, Peter O. Gonzalez Cruz
Facebook photos

BY MATT SIMONETTE
 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, along with Chicago 
politicians, clergy, activists and artists, were 
among those who, on June 13, spoke at a vigil 
at Center on Halsted in remembrance of those 
killed and wounded in the mass shooting at the 
Pulse nightclub in Orlando in the early morning 
of June 12.

The event was one of several that evening 
in the Chicago area; other vigils took place in 
Logan Square and Beverly.

More than 500 attended the Lake View 
gathering, which filled the Center’s lobby and 
spilled out onto Halsted Street and Waveland 

Avenue; the block was closed for the occa-
sion and the overflow crowd listened to the 
vigil through giant speakers. Some protesters 
against Emanuel and his police department 
also were in attendance outside.

The Center’s CEO, Modesto Tico Valle, intro-
duced the vigil and explained that the purple 
ribbons that many wore were symbols of anti-
violence, and invited guests to sign a large 
banner. Commissioner Mona Noriega of the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations intro-
duced the speakers.

Former state Sen. Carol Ronen read a state-
ment from presidential candidate Hillary Clin-
ton. The letter said, “While I regret that I could 
not be with you tonight, please know that I am 
with you in spirit as you gather at the Center 
on Halsted to honor the victims of the attack 

in Orlando, their families and first responders 
who did everything they could to save lives. 
… To all of you in the LGBT community, please 
know that you have millions of allies across the 
country. I am one of them. We will keep fight-
ing for your rights in the future, freely, openly 
and without fear. Hate has absolutely no place 
in America.”

Rev. Joy Douglas Strome of Lakeview Presby-
terian Church led a prayer for peace, while 103 
candles were lit throughout the Center’s lobby, 
representing 50 dead and 53 injured.

Alds. Tom Tunney and Raymond Lopez spoke 
as well. Lopez reminded the audience that the 
Orlando shootings were a “double hate-crime,” 

since so many of the victims were Latino LGBTs.
“To my Latino brothers and sisters, not only 

in Orlando, but in Chicago and throughout the 
entire country, let me remind you not to let our 
culture fall prey to this hatred,” Lopez said. 
“Our culture is built on faith and family, com-
passion and caring, and no amount of bullets, 
no amount of hateful words, and no amount of 
bigotry will ever set our community—our heri-
tage—backwards.”

Emanuel added, “Let the entire city in this 
month of gay pride come together as one city 
around a shared common sense of tolerance 
and inclusion. Where everybody is comfortable. 
Everybody has something to contribute. … Our 
power is to respond to what happened with 
hope, by showing the entire country a sense of 
what a community that comes together shares, 

a common set of values and a common sense of 
who we are. Do not leave room for hate. Open 
our hearts for love.”

Poet Staceyann Chin, in town from New 
York to perform her one-woman show Moth-
erStruck, invigorated the crowd with a piece 
that touched on intersectional identities and 
violence, among numerous issues, and called 
on the audience to maintain their resolve and 
fortitude during the upcoming Pride celebra-
tion. She said, “If there ever was a year to raise 
that rainbow flag high, this is it. … This is a 
good year to celebrate pride, even if you are ‘so 
over it.’ Even if you haven’t done it in ages.”

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwin-
kle reflected, “Sadly, this will not be the last 
attack on our fellow Americans here at home, 
but those who contemplate future attacks 
should know that the violence that they perpe-
trate only deepens our resolve to fight the ha-
tred and intolerance that terrorism represents.”

Sol Flores, executive director of La Casa 

Norte, which provides services for youth experi-
encing homelessness, and Terry, who takes part 
in the Center’s Youth Program (and whose last 
name was not given), reminded the audience 
that most of the victims in Orlando were young 
people in their 20s and 30s.

“When I started this work, I vowed to make 
sure that every corner of this city was safe for 
young people to be their best and true selves, 
from Humboldt Park to Lake View, from Back of 
the Yards to Rogers Park,” said Flores.

Terry vowed that, though the incident taught 
that anti-gay hate is real and palpable, the Or-
lando shootings would not take away what “so 
many have fought for before. … We must not 
let this be our downfall. We are here. We stand 
with you. We will not be divided.”

Actor Fawzia Mirza said that she was coming 
out to the audience as a Muslim “so you know 
that Muslims are also family, and that the per-
son who committed this act of hate in Orlando 
was not one of us. He was an extremist and was 
not family. … Let us transcend the noise. Let 
us transcend the other groups—the other voic-
es, the politicians, the hate speech—who want 
to use this tragedy for their own agendas.”

Abdul-Malik Ryan, assistant director, re-
ligious diversity and loop ministry at DePaul 
University, added, “We can never forget about 
the LGBT community among Muslims, which 
is often invisible.” He said that many in the 
public become numb to endless death or crime 
statistics, and asked, “What changed to bring 
out this sorrow and compassion? It’s the love, 
the love that people have talked about. When 
you love someone, that’s when you realize that 
that person is a whole world in themselves.”

James Bennett, midwest regional manager 
of Lambda Legal, warned that callous political 
leaders who legislate against the LGBT commu-
nity create a space in which violence becomes 
acceptable for unstable people.

“The tragedy at Pulse was a graphic reminder 
what homophobia and transphobia does when 
it is out there on this horrific scale,” Bennett 
said. “I do not believe there is a place for hate, 
but I do believe there is a place for righteous 
anger.”

Myles Brady of Howard Brown Health said, “It 
should not take a massacre to call for atten-
tion and take some action. In our community, 
homeless youth, trans women, people of color, 
people with HIV and undocumented folks are 
literally being killed every day. Let this tragedy 
be your wakeup call. What are you going to 
do? I hope it’s not just changing your Facebook 
profile to say, ‘I stand with Orlando.’”

Rabbi Shoshanah Conover of Temple Sholom 
concluded the vigil. “We must commit to build-
ing this world on love,” Conover said, calling on 
all the other speakers—and the audience—to 
join in. “Help us to build this world on love.” 
She then had Temple Sholom’s cantorial solo-
ist, Laurie Akers, lead the audience in song.

The vigil also featured Korey White of Windy 
City Performing Arts, who sang “Amazing 
Grace,” and violinist Davis Butner of Lakeside 
Pride Music Ensembles. Windy City Performing 
Arts members led the crowd in “We Shall Over-
come” at the end of the evening. Mike Roche 
was the sign language interpreter.

Center on Halsted packed 
for Orlando vigil

Left to right: Fawzia Mirza, Ald. Raymond Lopez, Staceyann Chin.
Photos by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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those seeking to help or to make sense of the 
senseless. We make no assumptions on motive. 
We will await the details in tears of sadness 
and anger. We stand in solidarity and keep our 
thoughts on all whose lives have been lost or 
altered forever in this tragedy.”

Equality Florida has started a GoFundMe 
page to support the victims: www.gofundme.
com/2942a444. As of Monday night, the fund 
had raised well over $2.3 million. A Facebook 
tracking page has also been set up: www.
facebook.com/safetycheck/orlando-shooting-
jun12-2016/.

OneBlood, the local blood bank in Orlando, 
posted an emergency need for O-, O+, and AB 
Plasma in the light of the tragedy. For informa-
tion, visitwww.oneblood.org or call 1.888.9Do-
nate. OneBlood later reported that, “All FDA 
guidelines remain in effect for blood donation 
[including for some gay men]. There are false 
reports circulating that FDA rules were being 
lifted. Not true.”

The National Coalition of Anti-Violence Proj-
ects also responded to the attack: “Our hearts 
are heavy, and our thoughts are with the sur-
vivors as well as the friends and loved ones of 
the victims today. This is an enormous tragedy. 
A tragedy that belongs to the LGBTQ communi-
ties, but a tragedy that belongs to the entire 
nation as well. With mass shootings occurring 
all too frequently, we must to begin to talk 
about the ways LGBTQ people are impacted 
by gun violence in this country. We must also 
consider the broader context in which this hor-
rific act of violence has occurred. That this 
happened while many across the country are 
celebrating Pride, and against the backdrop of 
harmful anti-LGBTQ legislation sweeping the 
nation, is something we must not overlook.”

National Center for Transgender Equality Ex-
ecutive Director Mara Keisling said that “All of 
us at the National Center for Transgender Equal-
ity are heartbroken by this morning’s shooting. 

We extend our sympathies to all families af-
fected by this horrific mass killing. While we 
are still waiting for more information about 
the shooter’s motives, anti-LGBT extremists 
have been escalating their hateful rhetoric and 
speaking as if violence against LGBT people is 
justified,” Keisling added. “Their speech has 
real, tragic consequences. Last night’s mass 
shooting was the deadliest in U.S. history. To-
day, we are in solidarity with LGBT people in 
Florida and around the nation. We will not al-

low this tragedy and others like it to deter us 
from continuing to work towards ending vio-
lence and discrimination against transgender 
people.”

SALGA NYC, an organization dedicated to im-
proving the awareness and acceptance of LGBT 
people of South Asian origin in New York City, 
stated: “As LGBTQIA people, many of whom are 
immigrants and Muslim, SALGA NYC mourns the 
lives lost in the Pulse Nightclub shooting in Or-
lando. We pray for those who have been injured 
and wish for their speedy recovery. We express 
our deepest condolences to all those affected 
by this act of violence. We are especially sad-
dened that this heinous hate crime has been 
perpetrated during Ramadan and Pride Month, 
which celebrates LGBTQIA* lives and struggle. 
Violence and hate has no place in our world or 
in our hearts, and we strongly condemn this 
violent crime. We are resilient and will continue 
to create safe spaces for the LGBTQIA* commu-
nity to congregate, heal, and build community.

“We urge the media, the LGBTQIA* commu-
nity, and our allies to refrain from character-
izing this horrific event as an act of religious 
extremism until all the details are confirmed 
while also recognizing this tragedy as a hate 
crime. We stand with the victims and in solidar-
ity with the entire LGBTQIA* community during 
this time of crisis. We hope to move forward to-
gether through, support, and community build-
ing. SALGA NYC recognizes the toll an event 
like this has and the associated trauma that 
on its community. We encourage the LGBTQIA* 
community to take care of ourselves and each 
other during this time.”

PFLAG National Executive Director Jody M. 
Huckaby said: “As details continue to emerge 
from Orlando, our collective sadness, anger 
and grief is overwhelming. Our hearts are with 
those anxiously awaiting word of the safety 
of their loved ones, or who are already trying 
to cope with the unbearable loss of innocent 
lives. We thank the many first responders who 
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Attendees at a vigil during Andersonville’s Midsommarfest for the victims of the Orlando 
shooting.
Photo by Terri Klinsky

Vigils took place in cities worldwide, 
including at NYC’s Stonewall Inn (left) and 
the Chueca district of Madrid, Spain (above).
NYC photo by Andres Duque; Madrid photo 
by Mike Gorman

http://www.anchorstudy.org


profound meaning. It tells us that we are here 
because of God’s love, and as someone once 
said a couple of years ago, If God didn’t want 
us, he wouldn’t have created us. Let this be 
a symbol to our mutual commitment to the 
entire community, to our nation. When we do 
that, we will see peace in our time.”

Andy Thayer of Gay Liberation Network re-
called being at the Matthew Shepard rally of 
which Wilkowski spoke.

“We had a message: That an attack on one 
of us was an attack on all of us,” Thayer said. 
“We are a rainbow community, and we recently 
celebrated the passage of pro-LGBT legislation 
due to the efforts not just of ourselves but of 
so many non-LGBT people speaking out for us. 
We cannot multiply the hate that we saw at 2 
a.m. this morning by scapegoating Muslims or 
people of other faiths. I have many gay Muslim 
friends who are today very conflicted because 
they experience the racism from with in the 
LGBT community and they catch [hate] from 
some of their co-religionists as well. So it is up 
to us to make the first stand in solidarity with 
any group that is standing up to hate.

“We live in a country where a leading presi-
dential candidate is banking on anti-Muslim 
and anti-immigrant hate to reach the White 
House, so we LGBT people, who stand for jus-
tice for all, must stand for Muslims, for South 
Asians, for anyone who is targeted for hate and 
not just ourselves,” he added.

Maria Pike Davis, whose son Ricky was shot 
in 2012, said it was hypocrisy when political 
leaders said “their thoughts and prayers were 
with the families” of gun-violence victims.

“We know that the Congress is going to have 
a moment of silence in honor of those 50 vic-
tims,” she added. “You know what? Our prayers 
are not reaching those who are silent. Their 

silence is what is killing us. Legislators must 
take action. Otherwise we must vote and we 
must take them out of office.”

Chicagoans Milagro and Rafael Burgos spoke 
and attended the rally on behalf of their late 
daughter Alexandria, who was killed in October, 
2014.

“My daughter was a victim to gun violence,” 
Milagro told Windy City Times. “A stray bullet 

killed her.”
The couple said that it was important for 

survivors of gun violence to show up and sup-
port, and speak out on behalf of other victims. 
“We’re their voice. … We have to fight for the 
rights of our family members,” said Milagro.

Rev. Dr. Dawnn Pirani Brumfield of Light-
house Church of Chicago spoke the closing 
prayer at the rally.
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LGBT elected officials, from left: Rep. Harris, Ald. Ramirez-Rosa, Rep. Cassidy, Ald. Mell, Ald. 
Lopez, Ald. Cappleman.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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Making sense of
senseless acts

We see their young faces now. Mostly Latino, 
mostly young, male and female. Out for a good 
time on a Saturday night in Orlando, theme 
park capital of the world.

There is no way to make whole what has been 
torn to shreds. For those who lost family and 
friends, the scars will remain no matter how 
much time passes.

A history of violence courses through the 
veins of the LGBTQIA community—in Chicago, 
nationally and internationally. The victims and 
survivors have come from every letter of the 
LGBTQIA alphabet, every race, class, religion, 
ethnicity, ability and age. Some have made 
headlines, such as Matthew Shepard and Bran-
don Teena, or those 32 people killed in 1973 at 
a gay bar in New Orleans—up until this week, 
the largest single targeted murder of LGBTQIAs 
in history. 

Some were not well known, but their collec-
tive death raised alarms, such as the murder 
of more than 20 transgender women, mostly 
women of color, in this country in 2015.

Chicago’s LGBTQIA community has seen its 
share of victims and survivors for as long as 
there has been a community. Some were vic-
timized by those in power, including police, 
while others were murdered by assailants un-
known and unprosecuted. Others were killed in 

domestic violence, some in “stranger danger” 
pickups gone bad.

We report on these tragedies one at a time, 
or in groups. We also know that violence in 
society overall disproportionately targets those 
living in poverty, those who are people of color, 
those who are LGBTQIA and other overlapping 
categories deemed “other” by some of those 
who wield power.

The LGBTQIA community has also been dealt 
other kinds of wounds—and one that tried to 
take out whole segments of our alphabet lives. 
Gay men and transgender women have experi-
enced devastating losses during the 35-year-
old AIDS crisis. In those early years, it was 
funeral after funeral.

We cared for our own, fought for our own, fed 
our own, found illegal drugs for our own, and 
buried our own.

Having covered this beautiful, tortured, dif-
ficult community for 32 years, I am not sure 
how all this death has not gotten to me. I was 
21 years old when I started at GayLife news-
paper in 1984, and then 22 years old when I 
co-founded Windy City Times in 1985. I was 
immediately covering death, like a young cub 
reporter dropped into a war zone. It was AIDS, 
it was murder, it was suicide. 

I covered when moms and dads lost custody 
of their children simply for being LGBTQIA. 
One story that will always be with me, the 
case of Sharon Kowalski, badly injured in a car 
accident, kept from her loving partner Karen 
Thompson by a family who denied that love so 
much that they hurt their own child’s recovery.

It was even serial killers—I mean, really, at 
21 I was covering Larry Eyler chopping up the 
body of 15-year-old Danny Bridges, among 22 
young men and boys he killed in Chicago and 
the Midwest. Followed in 1991 by Jeffrey Dah-
mer, who killed 17 young men and boys, travel-

ing through Chicago bars with his self-hate and 
murderous rage.

But it was always, always, always more. It 
was drag queens, leather queens, softball 
dykes, basketball dudes, radical political activ-
ists, philanthropists, professionals, politicians, 
poets, musicians, artists, writers, actors, danc-
ers, seniors and street kids. It was everything, 
and it could usually drown out the horrible 
headlines. 

I also lucked out in meeting some of our 
community’s early heroes, men and women who 
took me under their wing, trusting me with 
their stories, and sharing their amazing work 
in the 1960s and 1970s. While I was growing 
up in those decades, they were growing the 
community.

These stories, and these tragedies, also made 
me very aware at a very young age how pre-
cious life is. I was covering and working beside 
people my age or slightly older living their last 
days and weeks. They honored me by giving me 
time to tell their stories, and take their photos, 
before they died. I was on the front lines of 
history, feeling a great call to make sure these 
gay men, transgender women, lesbians with 
cancer, and so many others did not die without 
their voices heard. 

They still motivate me today, and they should 
also motivate us as a community to realize the 
collective sacrifice has been great, and we can 
add the sacrifice of those killed and injured in 
Orlando to our pyre of pain.

We have conquered so much, and grown and 
shown the world our pride will not die. It can’t 
be murdered, it can’t be shoved back in the 
closet, it can’t be stymied by any amount of 
hatred that is thrown at it.

Our community is very used to coping with 
death and dying. But we are equally fabulous 
at life and living.

Tracy
BAIM



BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

For theatergoers whose impressions of New Or-
leans circa 1830 derive from Barbara Hambly’s 
Benjamin January detective series, it might be 
easy to picture the women in Marcus Gardley’s 
new play The House That Will Not Stand as cour-
tesans like those found in Dumas’ La Dame Aux 
Camellias, and the intricacies of the cultural 
phenomenon called “placage” as a New World 
equivalent to the career mapped out for Col-
lette’s Gigi. 
 These heroines of romantic fiction were con-
ceived as professional playmates hired by 
worldly gentlemen to perform the duties that 
wives—isolated in the country and burdened 
with the responsibilities of managing a large es-
tate—were unable or disinclined to fulfill. Since 
a solitary playmate was less likely to harbor 
STDs, terms of employment usually stipulated 
that sexual services be restricted to her “protec-
tor.” Compensation for this promise of exclusiv-
ity typically included a house and servant, both 
of which remained her property even after the 
contract was terminated, along with an allow-
ance and child support, should the need for the 
latter arise.
 What differentiates the “left-handed mar-
riages” of New Orleans is their roots in the Code 
Noir, a set of rules originating under the Span-
ish occupation, but transferred virtually intact 
by the French, governing master-slave relations 
and racial status in the Caribbean colonies. Un-
der these laws, unmarried men of European de-
scent, instead of dallying promiscuously, were 
now required to grant the recipients of their 
lust the benefits of legal wedlock, among which 
were freedom for his former slave-mistress and 
all resulting offspring. This led to a prolifera-
tion of gens de couleur libre (“free colored”) who 
emigrated from French colonies in Haiti, Cuba 
and Saint-Domingue to the north Gulf Coast 
mainland, bringing with them the custom of 
quasi-nuptial contracts, negotiated by mothers 
of mixed-race daughters, permitting the latter to 
serve as concubines—or placées—to rich male 
citizens, married or single. 
 Then in 1806, Napoleon sold Louisiana to the 

Americans, whose Anglo-Protestant morals de-
clared these extramarital unions unacceptable—
especially since most of these “second wives” 
were indistinguishable (to Yankee eyes, anyway) 
from the slaves whose masters might be of any 
ethnicity, income now being a surer guarantee of 
respect than ancestry. Where once a placée who 
played her cards right could retire with money 
saved up, enabling her to live independently and 
start her own business, by 1836, the “custom of 
the country” and its representatives found their 
status increasingly diminished. 
 Beartrice Albans and her family are caught in 
the middle of these changing attitudes in The 
House That Will Not Stand. Lazare Albans, Beart-
rice’s common-law white husband, has died—
rumors circulate of her murdering him with a 
voodoo spell—and his curiously elated wife is 
reluctant to surrender the bequest he has willed 
to his devoted paramour and mother of his chil-
dren. The three Albans misses grow restless—pi-
ous Maude Lynn would be a nun if her mother did 
not object (“[she’s] too pretty for a habit”), but 
Agnes and Odette long for the glamorous pla-
cée lifestyle, despite Beartrice’s warnings that it 
may prove less secure than in times past. Finally, 
there is Makeda, Beartrice’s personal maid, who 
chafes under genuine slavery, and who demands 
the emancipation long promised by her owner.
 This is not the first time Gardley has introduced 
audiences to hidden corners of African-American 
history diverging from conventional post-Civil 
War tropes. He defends this practice, declaring, 
“How can anyone view history unless at its most 
complete? Truth is in the corners. It is there that 
we see our true humanity, our darkest secrets 
and, maybe, our brightest possibility. The Greeks 
wrote about war’s brutal devastation, but they 
did it in a nuanced way, in order to expose the 
corners. Slavery is a subject that makes us un-
comfortable, but that same slavery is at the root 
of American wealth. The United States is built on 
it. The White House was built by slaves. Most of 
our Ivy League universities were built by slaves. 
To avoid talking about it in all its complexity is 
to ignore who we are.”
 Gardley’s narrative premise borrows from Fed-
erico Garcia Lorca’s The House of Bernarda Alba 

(although households composed of oppressed 
and/or repressed women can be found the world 
over). What is the connection between First 
Republic Spain and antebellum Louisiana? “It’s 
hard to write about women and history without 
the discussion eventually confronting issues 
associated with oppression, but I think Lorca 
was more interested in exploring the depth of a 
mother’s love—a concept occurring, in my play, 
within the context of a matriarchal commerce, 
organized and sustained by mothers,” he said. 
Gardley confesses to also being attracted by Lor-
ca’s approach to the take-no-prisoners passion 
called “duende,” as well as to how the Spanish 
author combined “comedy and tragedy in the 
same breath.”
  Playgoers may be puzzled to hear curiously 
modern ideas expressed in likewise modern idi-
oms emerging from the mouths of 19th-century 
personae. For example, there’s the “paper bag” 
test invoked by Agnes and Maude Lynn as proof 
of Odette’s imperfection (“You’re brown, Odette. 
You are darker than the paper bag. This means 
you wear the stain that we so desperately try 
to hide. You’d be blessed if a white man even 
looked at you.”). 
 Although recognized today as a relic of color-
ist prejudice—at one time, a light complexion 
entitled its owner to privileges denied those of 
more melanin-rich skin tones—the kraft-pulp 
containers most frequently pressed into duty as 
the measure of dermal desirability weren’t manu-
factured until 1852. This anachronism, and oth-
ers appearing in the text, are deliberate, Gardley 

insists, “I felt it imperative to use words and 
phrases that carry particular weight for today’s 
audiences.” Even though Odette is described in 
the stage directions as being of “oatmeal” hue, 
“that’s a contemporary mind set, and not that of 
the 1800s. For these women, the color of oat-
meal is still too dark.”
 In another scene, Beartrice recounts how the 
bereaved widow Albans receives her “wearing a 
lacy thing, dripping champagne on her body and 
crying on my shoulders, hoping I’d make her feel 
better”—a reception that nowadays hints at les-
bian overtones, but whose motives Gardley attri-
butes more to a wish to dominate than to erotic 
impulse. “Free women of color engaged in lesbi-
an relations—willingly or unwillingly, for love or 
for money—with both Black and white partners, 
but what Lazare’s widow wants from Beartrice is 
to OWN her. Since Beartrice is free, she can’t be 
made a slave, but she CAN be threatened with 
the loss of her home and her inheritance,” ac-
cording to Gardley. So when the widow’s seduc-
tive tactics fail to elicit the expected response, 
she vows to invoke the favor traditionally con-
ferred on legitimate—that is, white—spouses.
 What are we to make of Beartrice planning a 
future for herself and her family based on the 
continuation of plaçage as a socially accepted 
custom, while, at the same time, she is pain-
fully aware that its days are numbered? The play 
concludes with one of the daughters eloping 
to Paris with her lover and Makeda gaining her 
freedom—albeit after surrendering her life’s sav-
ings—but can either hope for a happier ending 
than that of their kin, mired down in a dying 
culture? 
 “Many couleurs libres stayed in New Orleans af-
ter the Louisiana territories were sold,” Gardley 
said. “Uprooting your family takes a special kind 
of courage that even fearless Beartrice does not 
possess. Life in Paris is the lesser of two evils, 
though it will also have its difficulties. Makeda 
is poor now—she will probably survive, but it 
will be hard. Without the Black Code offering 
recognition of interracial marriages of any kind, 
Beartrice’s only option for keeping her daughters 
safe is to imprison them at home. I don’t think 
it’s healthy, but from a mother’s perspective, it’s 
a logical choice.” 
 The House That Will Not Stand opens Friday, 
June 17, at Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N. 
Lincoln Ave. and runs through Sunday, July 
10. For further information, contact 773-871-
3000 or VictoryGardens.org.

Photo by Suzanne Plunkett
Northanger Abbey is one of the productions WCT reviews this week.
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BY JERRY NUNN

The Organic Theater Company is premiering a 
new production called Out of the Blue, in which 
a gay Russian teen comes out to his parents. In 
Russia, “blue” is slang for gay. 

While being performed in Russia, the venue 
received bomb threats and federal investiga-
tions of anti-gay propaganda laws. The touring 
company of original actors was unable to con-
tinue because of continued controversy. 

With the Chicago production, Will Burdin 
stars as Boy, who comes out to his mother and 
father. Burdin became an Organic company 
member in 2015 and previously appeared in 
productions of Tartuffe, Macbeth and Picasso 
at the Lapin Agile. 

Windy City Times: Hi, Will. What is your 
theater background?

Will Burdin: I started acting as a teenager in 
school plays and at a community theater. We 
did a lot of Shakespeare at the theater, and 
I had seen some in Chicago at that point and 
thought, “I could do that. It looks fun.” I still 
love Shakespeare’s beautiful writing and the 
challenges it presents to an actor. 

I grew up in Illinois, and Chicago was always 
just around the corner, but I think other rea-
son I came here to work as an actor was the 
way this city’s theater community feels. It is 
collaborative and supportive, everyone wants 
everyone else to succeed. We all want to see 
what we’re capable of creating, and it’s a great 
environment to be making art in.

WCT: How did you hear about this play and 
role?

WB: I have performed with Organic Theater 
for several years now, and became a company 
member last year. Our artistic director Alex Gel-
man told me about this play last summer. I 

was immediately drawn not only to the story of 
the play, but to the dramatic story surrounding 
the Moscow production. This was an exciting 
chance to tell a new story that needed to be 
told.

WCT: Talk about the character of Boy.
WB: The boy is just that: he’s a kid—a teen-

ager. He’s by no means a saintly martyr. He’s 
a messy, complicated human being, as are all 
the characters in this play. Yes, he’s likable and 
mild mannered, but he still fights with his par-
ents. Yes, it’s hard to watch this nice kid go 
through adversity, but he’s not perfect. 

WCT: Why is his name left obscure? 
WB: There are many reasons why the play-

wright may not have wanted to name the boy. I 
think it has something to do with his identity; 
to his mother, he is “honey,” to his father he is 
“son.” In a play about a young man finding out 
who he is, it’s interesting that the other char-
acters all have identities they wish he would 
fit. It’s a play about that conflict, who he really 
is and who people want him to be.

WCT: Was the Russian accent challenging?
WB: We don’t perform the play in Russian 

accents. This is usually how foreign-language 
plays are done. As an audience, we want to 
connect to the characters and see a little of 
ourselves in them. For example, Hamlet isn’t 
performed with a Danish accent (even though 
it’s set in Denmark) nor is it performed in a 
British accent (even though Shakespeare was 
English).

When you see the play, you’ll hear a number 
of Russian names, though they’ll be said with 
our normal American voices. The point is, these 
are just people we know, and as actors we want 
to sound natural. 

We’ve watched this script go through several 
drafts of translation, each one sounding more 

real and natural. The goal is to reduce how for-
eign this play feels. If we’ve succeeded, the au-
dience will feel like these people could be their 
neighbors, relatives, and people they meet in 
the street. Instead of thinking, “This is a story 
that takes place somewhere else, far away from 
here,” we want to be thinking, “I know people 
like this, they are in my life and they could be 
going through this same story right now.”

WCT: “Blue” is slang for gay?
WB: The Russian word for light blue has come 

to be used as a slang term. It may come from 
the idea that girls wear pink and boys wear 
baby blue when they are born; therefore, if a 
boy likes boys, he could be called “blue.” The 
original Russian title uses this poetically, and 
our title is a nod to that, and acknowledges 
that the boy is “coming out” quite suddenly.

WCT: What is the overall plot?
WB: We see the boy wrestle with his identity 

when he is young, where he feels different from 
the other boys he knows, and finally see him 
accept his identity. His parents tell him they’re 
getting a divorce, and then, in a last ditch at-
tempt to stop them, he tells them he’s gay. He 
is then forced to live the life of someone who is 
openly gay in an environment that isn’t toler-
ant or accepting, and he faces the challenges 
associated with that.

WCT: Out of the Blue was met with contro-
versy when performed in Moscow? 

WB: The Moscow production at the Satirikon 
Theatre caused a stir, yes. The Russian govern-
ment almost immediately began investigating 
theaters for potential use of “pro-gay propa-
ganda,” and the production received bomb 
threats as well for the same. In the Russian 
production, a pre-show announcement plays 
that begs the audience to keep an open mind, 
that the story is important and happening 
around us.

WCT: What happened when the original 
company wanted to tour?

WB: The Moscow production had the oppor-
tunity to tour to other theaters, but several 
of them declined because of the protests that 
often occurred outside the performances. One 
theater in St. Petersburg was ready to do a pro-
duction of the show, when a bomb threat was 
called on the theater. In a beautiful statement, 
the audience members who planned on seeing 
the show that evening cleared out of the the-
ater while it was checked for explosives, and 
then, sometime around midnight when it was 
deemed clear, they surged back into the the-
ater and watched the play be performed. 

WCT: What can audiences take away from 
Out of the Blue?

WB: In this play we get a look at a differ-
ent culture, a different country, but a familiar 
story. I think it’s easy to distance ourselves 
from horrible things by saying “this doesn’t 
happen in America,” but this play does a good 
job of analyzing the why. We see in this play 
how dogma can lead to tragedy, and what sim-
ple prejudices can grow into if accepted by the 
public. Just because marriage equality is now 
a reality in the U.S. doesn’t mean things are 
perfect. The beliefs that lead to prejudice are 
still being preached not only here, but across 
the globe. 

WCT: What are your plans for after the 
show?

WB: There’s not only a great theater commu-
nity in Chicago, but across the whole midwest 
that I’m remaining active in. I write, too, from 
time to time, and like to stay busy.

Out of the Blue runs now through Sunday, 
July 10, at the Greenhouse Theater Center, 
2257 N. Lincoln Ave. Visit organictheater.
org and greenhousetheater.org for tickets 
and information.

BY JERRY NUNN

Oklahoma native Kristin Chenoweth has carved 
out a wide-ranging career that includes musi-
cals, movies and television. 

The Tony Award winner took Broadway by 
storm in productions like You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown, Wicked and, most recently, On 
the Twentieth Century last year. 

She was also found on the big screen in 2015 
in The Peanuts Movie, The Boy Next Door and 
Strange Magic. This year she headlined in the 
movie Hard Sell. 

On television it was also a big year for Che-
noweth (also an Emmy winner) last year with 
American Dad!, The Muppets and Descendants. 

The spritely singer returns to Chicago once 
again June 20, and she answered a few ques-
tions via email.

Windy City Times: Hi, Kristin. In a nut-
shell, can you describe the show at the 
Symphony you have planned? You do a wide 
range in Chicago from formal at the Good-
man Gala to country at the Chicago Theatre, 
so I wondered that you have up your sleeve 
this time. 

Kristin Chenoweth: The show will be a mix 
of music, from musical theater to country to 
Don Henley. 

WCT: What is your new favorite song to 
perform live?

KC: My favorite song to perform would have 
to be “Little Sparrow,” by Dolly Parton.

WCT: Talk about reuniting with Idina Men-
zel [for the first time] in 12 years recently.

KC: It was such a great moment reuniting 
with Idina. Felt like I had come full circle. 

WCT: How was filming Hard Sell, and what 
upcoming movies are planned? 

KC: I loved filming Hard Sell because I loved 
the story between mother and son. Next up for 
me is voicing a character in the movie My Little 
Pony. 

WCT: Future projects coming out?
KC: I am currently working on my album. I 

think this will be my personal favorite and I 
can’t wait to share it.

The Symphony Center Presents Kristin 
Chenoweth will take place at 220 S. Michi-
gan Ave. on Monday, June 20, at 7:30 p.m. 
Visit CSO.org or call 800-223-7114 for tick-
et information.

Kristen Chenoweth.
Photo by Matt Doyle

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Will Burdin stars
in Russian
gay production

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Kristin Chenoweth
returning to Chicago

Will Burdin.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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TAPPED: A Treasonous 
Musical Comedy
Playwright: Jed Levine; 
Composer: Brad Kemp
At: Forth Story Productions at 
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. 
Tickets: 773-975-8150 or 
TappedTheMusical.com; $20-$35
Runs through: July 3

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

TAPPED: A Treasonous Musical Comedy name-
checks and comments on a number of other 
musicals in its Act I finale. Specifically, there’s 
a crack about Les Miserables needing to shave 
off an hour from its running time.
 Now if only that time-cutting advice had 
been applied to TAPPED itself. This shoddily 
constructed and sloppily staged show wears 

out its welcome long before the end of its own 
near-three-hour running time.

Inspired by the early days of the Edward 
Snowden spying saga, TAPPED grew out of a 
2014 class at The Second City Training Cen-
ter and was previously staged at MCL Chicago 
in 2015. But TAPPED is notably not ready for 
prime time, making one wish that playwright 
Jed Levine and composer Brad Kemp had spent 
more time rewriting before mounting it at The-
ater Wit.

TAPPED follows the exploits of Mary (Laureen 
Siciliano), a disgruntled and lovelorn NSA agent 
who is obsessed with Sandra Bullock films and 
Reese’s candies. Mary falls for her former col-
lege flame, the none-too-bright whistleblower 
activist Steve (Max Hinders) who has designs 
on stealing documents detailing the NSA’s do-
mestic spying program.

Clearly Kemp and Levine aimed to write a 
self-aware meta comedy like so many success-
ful shows in vogue that mock the form and 

stereotypes of musicals while also embracing 
them. Yet far too many songs just repeat what’s 
stated in the plot scene preceding them, delay-
ing the forward drive of the show rather than 
helping to heighten the drama.

Levine and Kemp show themselves to be 
well-versed on plenty of jokey pop cultural 
references tied to spying shows, particularly 
with the 24-obsessed NSA bigwig Patrick (Da-
vid Dritsas). But often scenes abruptly finish 
without satisfying comic buttons. TAPPED is 
also overstuffed with unnecessary or underde-
veloped minor characters.   

Director Molly Todd Madison does a poor job 
staging TAPPED, with far too many drawn-out 
scene changes that spoil the momentum of the 
show. Holly Gombita’s choreography can also 
feel tacked on, particularly with the opening 
number tap dance that comes out of nowhere.

On the plus side, TAPPED can be commended 
for making its main characters strong women, 
particularly with Mary’s proudly promiscuous 

co-worker friend, Lisa (Brittny Congleton), 
and the stylish international Swiss spy Juliana 
(Jenna Steege, giving the show’s one true con-
sistently comic performance).

TAPPED features a large ensemble of clearly 
talented performers who deserve better mate-
rial. (The performers also should have better 
scenery, since you fear for the safety of many 
who have to stand atop lightweight folding 
chairs.)

With TAPPED, students of The Second City 
Training Center should rush out to see it—not 
so much for inspiration, but as an example of 
what not to do when writing original musical 
comedies.

THEATER REVIEW

Xanadu
Playwright: Douglas Carter Beane (book), 
Jeff Lynne & John Farrar (music/lyrics)
At: American Theater Company, 
1909 W. Byron St.
Tickets: 773-409-4125; 
ATCweb.org; $48-$58
Runs through: July 17

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Released in 1980, Xanadu was among the worst 
movies of the 1980s—and that’s saying a lot. 
But it had a beat and you could dance to it. Its 
plot, as film cultists know, was a silly, shallow 
mash-up of Greek mythology, classical poetry 
and disco culture in which a Muse—an immor-
tal daughter of Zeus—falls in love with a mor-
tal in Southern California.
 In 2007, a stately Broadway production was 
decreed, and gay playwright Douglas Cart-
er Beane was allowed to do as he wished in 
adapting the execrable screenplay. He kept the 
basic storyline but altered many details and 
expanded the mythological element. Most of 
the movie songs were kept and a few new ones 
were added. Beane made fun of just about ev-
ery aspect of the story and every cultural refer-
ence, creating a campy burlesque of the film 
and putting all the cast on roller skates. The 
end result was a silly, shallow Broadway musi-
cal that ran for over 500 performances anyway.
 So this Chicago premiere of Xanadu, the musi-
cal, either is dismissible, irredeemable trash or 
the perfect fun summertime show with a beat 
you can dance to. I’m feeling charitable, so I’ll 
go with the latter. As one character remarks, 
“This is like children’s theatre for 40-year-old 
gay people.” Or 60- or 20-year-old gay people, 
except that 20-year-olds still are children. I 

probably could end this review here. You al-
ready know enough to decide whether or not to 
see Xanadu, but I’m paid for a certain number 
of words so I’ll soldier on.
  The show has only four male characters out 
of 28. However, the nine-member cast features 
several men who play women. Likewise, the 
four-member band is composed of men wear-
ing dresses. So there’s a genderfuck element to 
Xanadu which probably is a conceit of director 
Lili-Anne Brown. The men are not small but are 

lithe nonetheless and have a swell time camp-
ing it up.
 The intentionally derivative music is Xanadu’s 
chief pleasure—it’s certainly not the story—
with that groovy late-70s disco vibe as the 
chief influence. But it’s not only disco. There 
are musical shout-outs to ‘40s swing, late-’50s 
doo-wop, James Brown and more. “All Over 
the World,” “Don’t Walk Away” and “Dancin’” 
are several successful power numbers that pay 
homage to earlier styles.

 Scenic designer Arnel Sancianco cleverly has 
reconfigured the American Theatre Company 
space as an oval roller rink. Samantha C. Jones’ 
colorful costumes are a Day-Glo dream or 
nightmare, depending. The high-energy, high-
spirited company sweats buckets in its child-
like suspension of disbelief. You, too, should 
check your brain at the door and suspend dis-
belief. Xanadu offers nothing to cherish but 
much to enjoy.

CRITICS’     
    PICKS

Constellations, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
through July 3. The intricacies and variables 
of life are compellingly jam-packed into Brit-
ish playwright Nick Payne’s heady and hilari-
ous tragic drama, now receiving a marvelously 
performed Chicago premiere under Jonathan 
Berry’s fine direction. SCM 

The Producers, Mercury Theater Chicago, 
through June 26. Go and laugh your head off at 
director L. Walter Sterns’ masterful stage reduc-
tion of Mel Brooks’ mammoth 2001 Broadway 
musical hit. SCM 

Prowess, Jackalope Theatre at Broadway Ar-
mory, through June 25. Watch for the unex-
pected gay twist in Ike Holter’s visceral comic 
tragedy about South Sider Chicagoans who take 
up self-defense fighting before taking on vio-
lent gangs in their neighborhood. SCM 

Spinning, Irish Theatre of Chicago @ The 
Den Theatre, through July 3. Irish plays tradi-
tionally feature strong women and weak men. 
Spinning follows suit to a degree, but this 
contemporary work really concerns emotional 
meltdown and its effect on random acquain-
tances. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

c
Xanadu.
Photo by Michael Brosilow

THEATER REVIEW

Northanger
Abbey
Playwright: Robert Kauzlaric; 
Music and lyrics: George Howe
At: Lifeline Theatre 6912 N. Glenwood Ave.
Tickets: 773-761-4477; 
Llifelinetheatre.com; $20-$40
Runs through: July 17

BY K. SEAN MALLORY

I was carried away on an alluring and fasci-
nating adventure to the High Society world 
of Bath and the mystery and intrigue of 
Northanger Abbey in Gloucestershire. Stepha-
nie Stocksill, as Catherine Morland, drew me 
in and immediately made me feel the inno-
cence and excitement of a young girl discov-
ering the love and heartache of this coming-
of-age tale.
 The ensemble cast brilliantly captured the 
essence of Jane Austen in bringing this magi-

cal tale to the musical stage. Despite a few 
barely audible words in a few musical num-
bers, I was blown away by each of the voices 
who drew me in leaving me to want more and 
more—most especially with the magical and 
hypnotic mood set by the cellist, violinist and 
pianist.
 The connection between Catherine and 
Javier Ferreira’s dashing Henry Tilney was 
instantly felt and carried throughout the 
entire show wonderfully, reminding the audi-
ence of the excitement and anticipation of a 
beautiful young love. Act One’s final scene of 
Northanger Abbey wonderfully showed the 
dark and sinister anticipation of Catherine’s 
vivid imagination of what lay before her. Of 
particular mention are the muses who help 
propel Catherine’s imagination throughout 
the story.
 Act Two of Northanger Abbey took the au-
dience on an exploration of both the abbey 
and its inhabitants, showing the heartache 
of young love, loss and final lesson of tak-
ing control of the direction of one’s own 
life. Catherine, Henry and his sister Eleanor, 

played by Shelby Lynn Bias, displayed a beau-
tiful arrangement of “The Symmetry of Flow-
ers,” having tugged at the heart even further 
by Eleanor’s “A Mother Would Have Been a 
Constant Friend.” By the end of the show, this 
lover’s tale has come full circle with the hap-
piest of endings in “Let Me Offer My Hand” 
after Henry also learned his own life lesson of 
standing out on his own and taking control of 
his own chapter.
 Director Elise Kauzlaric sets the audience 
on a magical and delightful journey into the 
world of Jane Austen, making this an abso-
lute gem in Rogers Park at the Lifeline The-
ater. Northanger Abbey is indeed a must-see! 
It is running through July 17 at Lifeline The-
atre, 6912 N. Glenwood Ave. 
 While parking is free, public transportation 
may be recommended as the theater is just 
steps away from the CTA Red Line and only 
minutes away from several bus routes. Be sure 
to get out and see this awesome ensemble 
while you can. 



June 15, 2016 21WINDY CITY TIMES

THEATER REVIEW

The Divine Sister
Playwright: Charles Busch
At: Hell in a Handbag Productions at 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
1650 W. Foster Ave. 
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
HandbagProductions.org; $28-$38
Runs through: July 10

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Onstage comic timing can be so mysterious and 
elusive. The slightest inflection can be the de-
termining factor between minor audience tit-
ters or a collective belly laugh.

This reminder of why comedy can be so tricky 
is apparent throughout Hell in a Handbag Pro-
ductions’ Chicago premiere of Charles Busch’s 
drag comedy The Divine Sister. It’s a valiant ef-

fort with many chuckles, but not quite polished 
enough to be the laugh-fest The Divine Sister 
should be.

Back when it debuted off-Broadway in 2010, 
The Divine Sister was critically hailed as a re-
turn to form for Busch, who rose to fame off 
of drag camp classics like Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom and Die, Mommie, Die! The Hollywood-
loving drag actor/author was clearly at home 
playing a 1960s fundraising Mother Superior in 
his camp homage to classic and modern Catho-
lic nun movies like The Song of Bernadette, 
Black Narcissus, Agnes of God, Doubt and even 
The Da Vinci Code.

The Hell in a Handbag ensemble gathered 
by director Shade Murray looks great on paper. 
And the fact that The Divine Sister is staged in 
an actual church to represent the play’s run-
down Pittsburgh settings should have given 
the production more of a naughty frisson.

But there are times when it becomes clear 

that the show would have benefitted from more 
rehearsal time. While you don’t need to know 
all the references to Catholic films that get 
dropped in The Divine Sister, the cast’s delivery 
of them could have been more knowing and 
apparent.

As the leading Mother Superior with a check-
ered past (including time as a snappy star re-
porter in the vein of Rosalind Russell in His Girl 
Friday), David Cerda really needs to get a better 
handle on memorizing and finessing his lines.

Audibility and enunciation issues plagued 
Maria Stephens, as the German Sister Walburga. 
Stephens is great with an Irish accent as the 
revelation-sharing cleaner Mrs. MacDuffie, but 
her German dialect was more incomprehensive-
ly angry-sounding than mysteriously sinister.

The shining example for the right tone and 

delivery in The Divine Sister is the singularly 
billed Chad, who marvelously embodied the 
dual roles of high-fashion atheist philanthro-
pist Mrs. Levinson and the effeminate school-
boy Timmy.  

Ed Jones, typically the supporting standout 
in most Handbag shows, does respectable if 
not sterling work as the butch Sister Acacius. 
Also offering more than capable support to the 
cast was the perky Charlotte Mae Ellison as 
the phony miracle-prone Agnes and the dapper 
Levi Holloway in the dual roles of the hand-
some Hollywood scout Jeremy and the albino 
Brother Venerius.

Hell in a Handbag’s take on The Divine Sister 
should have coalesced into better comic shape 
by opening night. Hopefully, things will get 
better as the comedy continues its run.

More than 400 funny ladies are on hand for the Chi-
cago Women’s Funny Festival. Billing itself as the 
nation’s largest female comedy festival, the Chicago’s 
Women’s Funny Festival features the return of Katie 
Rich (Saturday Night Live) with Holly Laurent (On-
ion News Network) in their sketch duo show Joan and 
Ro, comedic dance troupe Matter Dance, transgender 
comic and writer Dina Nina Martinez, Kansas City im-
prov group 5’10”, Chicago’s own LGBTQ sketch comedy 
troupe GayCo and many more. The 5th annual Chicago 
Women’s Funny Festival runs from Thursday, June 16, 
through Sunday, June 19, at Stage 773, 1225 W. Bel-
mont Ave. Call 773-327-5252 or visit Stage773.com 
for more information.
  Caption: Transgender comic and writer Dina Nina 
Martinez is featured in the 5th annual Chicago Wom-
en’s Funny Festival. Photo by Roberto Amezcua

SPOTLIGHTeFrom left: Ed Jones, Chad and David Cerda in The Divine Sister.
Photo by Rick Aguilar Studios

Tickets | 773-404-7336 greenhousetheater.org
Groups 10+ | 773-327-3778 grouptix.net

BUY TICKETS NOW!
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CHICAGO—Solstice Stained Glass in Chicago 
is announcing a design competition for window 
displays in the winning entry of the recent Tiny 
Home Design competition. 

Solstice Stained Glass, which Emily Carlson 
founded 25 years ago, will host a free solstice 
celebration Thursday, June 23, 2010 W. Fulton 
St., 6-8 p.m., in Chicago’s West Loop. Competi-
tion entries will be showcased at the event, 
and winners will be announced by Carlson’s 
team of judges.

There are five window positions available 
for designs of the tiny home. Three are east-
facing, and two are west-facing. The dimen-
sions are available by emailing info@solstic-
estainedglass.com, and appointments are 
encouraged to see the actual windows. Entrants 
can either bring the actual stained glass to the 
solstice event June 23, or they can bring ac-
tual-size, colored-in designs. Winning entrants 
will have to be ready for mounting by June 30.

The winning entry of the tiny home design 
competition was on display at April’s Tiny 
Home Summit hosted by Pride Action Tank 
and Polk Bros. Foundation at the University of 
Illinois-Chicago. The model, built by Price Con-
struction, will be re-built on a lot donated by 
The Resurrection Project in Back of the Yards 
on Chicago’s Southwest Side. The model, ap-
proximately 330 square feet, will be on display 
and available for tours starting in July.

Carlson and Carmen Noriega, construction 
manager for The Resurrection Project, came up 
with the idea for a stained glass competition. 
“I think it is a great way to continue the focus 
on tiny homes as a solution to the affordable 
housing and homeless crises in Chicago,” said 
Noriega, a stained glass artist and tiny home 
aficionado. “Tiny homes can be beautiful and 
dignified, and provide a great space to live for 
many populations. There are many creative pro-
fessionals in Chicago who want to help lend 
their talents to solving our city’s major prob-
lems.”

Chicago-based Terry Howell, AIA, LEED GA 
(associate architect, Antunovich Associates), 
Marty Sandberg, AIA (partner, Via Chicago Ar-
chitects), and Lon Stousland (associate archi-
tect, Antunovich Associates) were the winners 
of the tiny home competition. More than 250 
submissions were received from teams based in 
12 countries. The competition was organized 
by AIA Chicago, the AIA Chicago Foundation, 
Landon Bone Baker Architects, Windy City 

Times, and Pride Action Tank. Funding for the 
competition was provided by the Alphawood 
Foundation.

The Stained Glass Competition will be a quick-
turnaround project, aimed to be put in place in 
the model prior to two national stained glass 
conferences in Chicago in July. “This collabora-
tion is not only intended to raise awareness of 
some pretty neat organizations, but to really 
demonstrate that ‘even’ a small house can and 
should be afforded those personal touches that 
make a house a home,” said Carlson. “By offer-
ing custom stained glass as window treatments 
and as interior installations, they touch the hu-
man element and what homes are about.”

In 2014, Solstice’s Carlson launched the an-
nual Chicago Stained Glass Invitational Exhibit. 
“Two years ago, as the two national organiza-
tions were seeking locations to hold their 2016 
Annual Summer Conferences, I couldn’t resist 
the helium balloon syndrome: my hand went 
up,” Carlson said. “I’m very happy to say that 
I’m acting as local co-organizer next month, as 
the Stained Glass Association of America will 
hold its conference July 5-7 at the Hotel Or-
rington in Evanston, and the American Glass 
Guild holds its conference at the Logan Cen-
ter in Hyde Park from July 9-11. The day in 
between, on July 8, Solstice is working with 
them both as we host two bus tours that will 
feature local stained glass; Edgar Miller will be 
the focus of one, and Tiffany and the Gilded 
Age will be the focus of the other.” For tickets 
see http://americanglassguild.org/bus-tour/ .

The Pride Action Tank, a project of the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago, and the Windy City 
Times, along with lead sponsor Polk Bros. 
Foundation, joined by UIC’s Gender and Sexu-
ality Center and Alphawood Foundation, were 
hosts of the Tiny Home Summit. 

For information on Solstice Stained Glass, 
see SolsticeStainedGlass.com or call 847-561-
4048.

See the tiny home winning designs at 
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/pdf/TI-
NYHOMECOMPETITITIONWINNER1.pdf.

Coverage of the Tiny Home Summit, includ-
ing videos, at WindyCityMediaGroup.com/lgbt/
Winner-announced-for-Chicago-Tiny-Homes-
Design-Competition-/54635.html.

Stained Glass Association of America is at 
Stainedglass.org; American Glass Guild is at 
AmericanGlassGuild.org.
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Stained-glass competition 
for tiny home design display

Jerusalem troupe
in Chicago June 18
 A Wider Bridge—the LGBTQ advocacy group 
that aims to connections between the Israeli 
and North American LGBTQ communities—
announced the U.S. tour of c.a.t.a.m.o.n., a 
Jerusalem dance group.
 Arthur Slepian, executive director of Wider 
Bridge, said in a statement, “Through arts 
and culture that challenge the boundaries 
of religion, race, gender, and sexuality, these 
young artists are cultivating a new and hope-
ful environment of pluralism, diversity and 
understanding in a city that has seen much 
tension and division.”
 The troupe will visit six cities, and will stop 
in Chicago on Saturday, June 18, at Canvas, 
2313 W. North Ave., at 6:30 p.m.
 This tour of c.a.t.a.m.o.n. is also receiving 
support from Chez Bushwick, The Leichtag 
Foundation, the Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and Noemi Masliah and Associ-
ates. Tickets are $15-$18; visit http://bit.
ly/1NtzEm9.

‘AFT 20: A 
Celebration’
June 17 at Center
 About Face Theatre (AFT) will kick off Pride 
Weekend with “AFT 20: A Celebration” on 
Friday, June 17, at 6 p.m. at the Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.
 Attendees will see hosts Eileen Dordek and 
Heather Schmucker, AFT Founders Kyle Hall* 
and Eric Rosen, Artistic Director emeritus 
Bonnie Metzgar, current Artistic Director 
Andrew Volkoff and director Scott Ferguson 
for performances from hit AFT shows such as 
Dreamboy, Pulp, Xena Live!, Undone, The Ho-
mosexuals and Brahman/i. About Face Youth 
Theatre will also be present.
 Past and current performers scheduled to 
appear include Jenny Avery, Scott Duff, Pa-
tricia Kane, Elizabeth Laidlaw, Amy Matheny, 
Fawzia Mirza, Kyla Norton, Loretta Rezos, 
cin salach, Benjamin Sprunger, Paul Oakley 
Stovall, Dana Tretta and more.
 Tickets, which include performance and 
hors d’oeuvres with a cash bar available, are 
$50; visit AboutFaceTheatre.com.

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

773-761-4477
www.lifelinetheatre.com

May 27-July 17, 2016
NORTHANGER ABBEY
A world premiere musical based on the novel by Jane Austen

NOW PLAY
ING!

“TOP-DRAWER TALENT. DREAM COLLABORATION.  
    AUDREY TWO IS A FABRIC TYRANT
     OF EPIC PROPORTION.”         — CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Book & lyrics by Howard Ashman
Music by Alan Menken
AmericanBluesTheater.com 
(773) 404-7336

NOW PLAYING 
WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000
PICTURED: FRONT: THOM MILLER. BACK: PATRICK MARTIN, JAMES EARL JONES II, TIFFANY SCOTT, BLAIR ROBERTSON,
GABRIEL RUIZ, ALEXIS J. ROGERS AND CHELSEA MORGAN. PHOTO BY SAVERIO TRUGLIA.
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The 2016 list of events and line-ups for Chi-
cago’s Back Lot Bash includes two weekends 
of events June 16-26. Back Lot Bash features 
an outdoor women’s music festival in Chicago’s 
Andersonville neighborhood, a comedy night, 
a nightclub party, a brunch/wine tasting event 
and a Pride Family Fest. Info and tickets avail-
able at BackLotBashChicago.com.

Thursday, June 16—Comedy Kickoff (6 p.m.): 
Thursday’s Comedy Kickoff takes place a week 
before Pride Weekend this year and showcases 
standup by British native and ‘one of the best 
comics in the world,’ Gina Yashere as well as co-
median Gwen La Roka. Event is hosted by local 
favorites Kelsie Huff, of the The Kates. Doors 
open 6 p.m., Laugh Factory, 3175 N. Broad-
way, Chicago, $18 advance online tickets/$28 
advance VIP. 

Saturday, June 18—Girls Night Out (9 p.m.): 
Back Lot Bash is bringing in the adored and 
powerhouse lesbian couple Whitney Mixter & 
Sada Bettencourt who return to Chicago to 
host this high-energy girls night out with great 
music and great dancing. The party goes deep 
into the night at SEVEN Lounge, 3206 N Hal-
sted, $7 advance online tickets. $12 at door. 

Sunday, June 19—Sunday Brunch & Wine 
Tasting (12 p.m.-3 p.m.): Back Lot Bash part-
ners with Chicago Curve and The L Stop, to 
present this casual Sunday afternoon brunch 
and wine tasting for women looking to so-
cialize and enjoy a nice time. Entry includes 
a bountiful array of amazing food and great 
wines to taste Himmel’s, 2251 W. Lawrence 
Ave., $35 advance online/$45 door. 

Friday June 24—Sunset Concert (5 p.m.): 
Back Lot Bash’s signature sunset concert fea-
tures Grammy-nominated signer/songwriter 
Lisa Loeb ; New York based, alt-country female 
rockers Antigone Rising; and headlines Gram-
my-nominated and four time DIY Music Award-
winning singer/songwriter with a powerful and 
soulfully rockin’ voice, Cathy Richardson and 
her band. Opening act Congress of Starlings 
will perform a tribute to the Indigo Girls. Fri-
day tickets are $15 advance online/$20 door. 
At 5238 N. Clark, 21yrs+ w/valid ID. 

Saturday, June 25—4th Annual ‘Pride Family 

Fest’ (11 a.m.-2 p.m.): A day of fun for LG-
BTQ families and friends. Kids activities include 
face painting, balloon artists, arts/crafts, fam-
ily photos, and more! Performances by Gram-
my-nominated singer/songwriter and children’s 
musician Lisa Loeb; local favorite Jaclyn Rada 
& Friends as well as a special show by local ce-
lebrity and international trick champion Noo-
dles the Wonder Dog. The Andersonville Puppet 
Bike and Gilbert the Clown will be there as well 
to entertain. Ice cream served by Ben & Jerry’s, 
too. Free entry for all w/donations welcome at 
the door. At 5238 N. Clark St. 

Saturday, June 25—All Day Bash (4 p.m.): 
Back Lot Bash’s rockin’ flagship event headlin-
ing Chicago’s all-female Catfight; international 
DJ Mary Mac; and performances by The Rapper 
Chicks and The Ready Freddies. Hosted by Ken-
nedy Grace with beats by DJ J Cur. Cost is $20 
door, 5238 N. Clark, 21 yrs+ w/valid ID. 

Sunday, June 26—Post Parade Bash (4 p.m.): 
Post-parade in Andersonville for an outdoor 
party. Featuring Orange is the New Black star 
and DJ Taryn Manning; a live performance and 
DJ set by international duo Nina Sky; beats by 
DJ GoodBoy and All The Way Kay. Cost is at the 
$20 door, 5238 N. Clark, 21 yrs+ w/valid ID. 

Back Lot Bash is produced by Spot Events, 
LLC and celebrates Chicago’s LGBTQ communi-
ty. Since 2004, Back Lot Bash has grown from a 
single-day event to a seven-event festival over 
two weekends. See BackLotBashChicago.com.

June 15, 2016 23WINDY CITY TIMES

Tragedy, ‘Hamilton’
dominate Tonys

As expected, the musical Hamilton domi-
nated this year’s Tony Awards in the wake 
of its 16 nominations—but there was also 
an activist element in relation to the June 
12 Orlando, Florida, tragedy at gay nightclub 
Pulse that was the worst mass shooting in 
U.S. history.

Before the Tonys, the show’s organizers 
released a statement saying, “Our hearts 
are heavy for the unimaginable tragedy that 
happened last night in Orlando. Our thoughts 
are with the families and friends of those af-
fected. The Tony Awards dedicate tonight’s 
ceremony to them.”

Of course, the link between Broadway and 
the LGBT community has been strong for de-
cades, including have out individuals such as 
Neil Patrick Harris hosting the Tonys over the 
years.

As for the winners, Hamilton took 11 
awards, including Best Musical. The Humans 
took four, including Best Play. Shuffle Along 

had 10 nods, but did not win anything.
Deadline noted that for the first time in 

the Tonys’ 70-year history, all four winners 
for acting in a musical were African-Amer-
ican (Renee Elise Goldsberry, Daveed Diggs 
and Leslie Odom Jr.—edging Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa—for Hamilton, and Cynthia Erivo for 
The Color Purple). Miranda did win for Best 
book of a Musical.

Among the other actors who won were 
Frank Langella (The Father) and Jessica 
Lange (Long Day’s Journey Into Night).

James Corden hosted the show (addressing 
the Orlando tragedy in his opening mono-
logue), and attendees wore silver ribbons in 
memory of the shooting victims.

‘Hamilton’ tickets
on sale June 21
 Producer Jeffrey Seller and Broadway in 
Chicago announced that single tickets for 
Hamilton will go on-sale to the public Tues-
day, June 21. Tickets will be available for 
performances Sept. 27, 2016, through March 
19, 2017.
 On Tuesday, June 21, at 10 a.m., tickets 
will be available at The PrivateBank Theatre 
box office , 18 W. Monroe St.; the Broadway 
in Chicago Ticket Line (800-775-2000); and 
online atBroadwayInChicago.com.
 There is a maximum purchase limit of six 
tickets per household. Tickets are $65-$180 
for regular performances, with select num-
ber of premium seats available for all per-
formances and some increased pricing dur-
ing the holidays. There will be a day of show 
drawing for 44 $10 seats for all performances 
in the first two rows and boxes of the the-
ater. (A few exceptions apply.)
 Hamilton is the story of this country’s 
founding father Alexander Hamilton, an im-
migrant from the West Indies who became 
George Washington’s right-hand man during 
the Revolutionary War and was the new na-
tion’s first treasury secretary. The production 
features a score that blends hip-hop, jazz, 
blues, rap, R&B and Broadway tunes. For 
more info, visit HamiltonOnBroadway.com.

Lin-Manuel Miranda of Hamilton during 
the Tonys.
Screen shot

NBA details #OurStory
initiative for Pride 
Month, reveals Pride 
Fest details

As the Northalsted Business Alliance (NBA) 
prepares to welcome thousands of celebrants 
for Chicago Pride Fest on June 18-19, the orga-
nization marks the month by sharing Pride sto-
ries. Be it individual, collaborative community 
memories, or examples of neighborhood initia-
tives, NBA will share narratives across social 
media using the #OurStory hashtag.

A centerpiece of Pride Month is the two-day 
Chicago Pride Fest, which celebrates the past, 
present and future of the LGBT community. The 
fest will take place 11 a.m.-10 p.m. on Halsted 
Street from Addison to Grace streets; there’s a 

$10 entry donation.
Entertainment options include Jordin Sparks 

on stage on Saturday, June 18, while former 
Danity Kane members Aubrey O’Day and Shan-
non Bex of the Dumblonde duo shake things 
up Sunday, June 19. Rising star Daya of “Hide 
Away” fame joins Dumblonde in the Sunday 
line-up. 

Other performers over the two-day festival 
include Boy Band Review, Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus, Chicago Spirit Brigade, Emii, Fabio 
Campos, Goldhouse, Jason Maek & Zaena, Lake-
side Pride Orchestra, Luciana, My Gold Mask, 
One Night Band, Rod Tuff Curls, Sushi Roll and 
Wedding Banned. 

In addition, the Pride Pet & Family Parade 
will take place at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday Fun-
day. Hosted by Ms. Foozie, it will open the sec-
ond day of the festival. 

See Northalsted.com.

13th Back Lot Bash expands, 
has events June 16-26

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

Taryn 
Manning, 
slated to 
attend Back 
Lot Bash.
Photo by 
Elisabeth 
Caren

Attendees at last year’s Chicago Pride Fest.
Photo by Jerry Nunn

Montrose event
June 26
 On Sunday, June 26, at 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Pride at Montrose will again take place.
 Among the featured acts will be Derrick 
Carter, DJ GUCCIROXX, Gemini Jones, Kay-
cee Ortiz and Chances Dances. There will 
also be a health village present.
 See Pride.PrEP4Love.com and #PrideAt-
Montrose.

DJ GUCCIROXX.
Photo by Caroline Dixey Photography

http://www.chicagotaptheatre.com
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DATE: Sunday, June 26

TIME: 12 Noon

STARTS AT: Broadway & Montrose.

LINE UP: North Broadway (both the east and the 
west curb lanes, from Montrose to Wilson); West 
Montrose (both the north and south curb lanes from 
Broadway to Clark); Sunnyside Ave. from Broadway 
to North Sheridan Road and North Sheridan Road, 
between Montrose and Wilson. 

ROUTE: Step off from the Broadway/Montrose 
corner, proceeding south on Broadway; then south 
on Halsted; then east on Belmont; then south on 
Broadway; then east on Diversey to Cannon Drive.

CONTENT & DESCRIPTION
The parade will feature 160 registered entries (down 
from 215 last year), including floats, decorated 
vehicles, performance groups, a marching band and 
walking contingents.

The entries represent community organizations, 
businesses, governmental officials and individual 
community members. Crowd estimates each year are 
in the hundreds of thousands. So the plans are to line 
the parade route with barricades on both sides of the 
street from the beginning to the end of the parade 
route. Spectators will be required to remain behind the 
barricades. (Only parade registrants traveling down the 
middle of the street, police officers, other city officials, 
security staff, parade marshals and credentialed media 
reps will be allowed in the street). In recent years, 
the City of Chicago has required that several large 
city parades, including the Pride Parade, line their 
parade routes with barricades at our own expense. 
Police officers and parade marshals will be stationed 
at various points on the street in front of the barricades 
along the parade route.

Police officers will also be in the area surrounding 
the parade. In addition, PRIDEChicago (parade 
coordinators) are providing a security team of 160 
off-duty police officers (up from 90 last year), to 
supplement the police presence along and surrounding 
the parade route.

$1000 Fine FOR PUBLIC ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION:
The parade will have more security and a tighter rein 
on public alcohol consumption. In addition to the 
large number of police officers who staff the event, 
PRIDEChicago (parade coordinators) are providing 
a security team of 160 off-duty police officers (up 
from 90 last year) to supplement the police presence. 
Penalties include, but are not limited to, $1000+ tickets 
being issued and/or the immediate disposal of open 
containers of alcohol into trash receptacles.

PARADE DAY HEALTH/SAFETY: Bring plenty 
of bottled water, sunscreen and a hat or other head 
covering, and dress lightly because parade day is 
usually hot and sunny.

STREET CLOSURES: (on parade day, Sunday, June 
26) include:

ASSEMBLY AREA: Tentative time: 10:30 a.m.

PARADE ROUTE: Rolling closing times. Cross 
streets will close as the parade travels south down the 
route. The parade starts at 12 Noon at the Broadway/
Montrose corner proceeding south on Broadway; then 
south on Halsted; then east on Belmont; then south on 
Broadway; then east on Diversey to Cannon Drive.

NO PARKING: Both the Assembly Area and Parade 
Route (listed above) will be posted with temporary 
signs indicating “NO PARKING ON SUNDAY JUNE 
26, 2016, FROM 5 AM TO 8 PM. - Both sides of the 
street.”

• Montrose Ave. - Greenview Ave. to Hazel St.
• Broadway St. - Leland Ave. to Grace St.
• Sunnyside Ave. - Broadway to North Sheridan Rd.
• Halsted St. - Grace St. to to Belmont Ave.
• Belmont Ave. - Sheffield Ave. to Broadway
• Broadway St. - Belmont Ave. to Diversey Pkwy.
• Diversey Pkwy. - Broadway to Cannon Dr. 
(Sheridan)
• Cannon Dr. - Diversey Pkwy. to Fullerton Pkwy.
• Addison St. - 736 W. Addison St. to Sheffield Ave.
• Waveland Ave. - Halsted St. to Broadway
• Grace St. - Halsted St. to Fremont St.
• Clifton from Montrose Ave. to Sunnyside Ave.
• Wellington Ave. from Sheffield St. to Racine Ave.
• North Sheridan Road from Montrose to Agatite St.

ADDITIONAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS:
There will be additional parking restrictions on 
Sunnyside Ave. between Broadway and North 
Sheridan Road also North Sheridan Road from 
Montrose tro Agatite St.

TOWING: Begins at 5 AM. Due to the volume of 
vehicles involved, the issuing of parking violation 
citations and towing will start at 5 AM - Promptly.

CROSS STREETS: Rolling closing times. Cross 
streets will close as the parade travels south down the 
route. After stepping off at 12 Noon, the parade will 
take approximately two and one-half hours to finish 
crossing the Broadway & Montrose corner. After this 
time, the floats will still be winding their way to the 
end of the parade route at Diversey & Sheridan. This 
year there will NOT be a Buffer Zone on Halsted 
Street after the parade ends. Police will work to re-
open the streets to vehicular traffic as soon as cleaning 
crews are finished and the streets will not remain open 
to foot traffic.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:  From the Red Line:  
Wilson, Sheridan, Addison or Belmont all provide 
access via a short walk to the parade route.

PLEASE NOTE: The Belmont station (and the 
surrounding area) tends to become the most crowded, 
so you are encouraged to consider watching the parade 
from the other parts of the route, including areas 
toward the start of the route—such as Broadway, south 
of Montrose—which are served by both the nearby 
Wilson and Sheridan stations on the Red Line. In 

addition, a number of lakefront bus routes including 
the 146 and 151 provide convenient access from the 
north, the Gold Coast/North Michigan Avenue and 
downtown to areas east of the parade route.

Extra service will be provided on the “L’ on parade 
day to accommodate the large numbers of people 
who attend the parade. Due to the increase of local 
traffic and a number of bus reroutes, potential parade 
spectators are advised to make use of the L or the 
various bus routes.

BUS REROUTES:
8 Halsted, 22 Clark, 36 Broadway, 76 Diversey, 77 
Belmont, 78 Montrose, 151 Sheridan, 152 Addison.
 Also see CTA web site or call them for updated 
information concerning the train and bus routes.
CTA: 1-312-836-7000  www.transitchicago.com
Other information on public transportation: 1-312-322-
6900  www.metrarail.com

PEDESTRIAN CROSS-OVER STREETS:
There will be seven cross-over streets:
• Montrose Ave. at Broadway
• Irving Park Rd. at Broadway
• Grace St. at Halsted St.
• Addison St. at Halsted St.
• Roscoe St. at Halsted St.
• Wellington Ave. at Broadway
• Aldine Street at Halsted St.
At each corner of the streets listed above there will be 
police officers assigned to assist pedestrians to cross 
the parade route.

NEEDS AND SPECIAL NEEDS:
1. Portable Restrooms - are stationed along both the 
parade line-up street and the parade route. Included 
at several locations are restrooms for the physically 
challenged.
2. Physically Challenged Area/Wheel chair Accessible 
Area/Seniors - for people who need or want more 
space: the sidewalks of West
Diversey Parkway (near 600 W. Diversey). 
Traditionally this area of the parade route has fewer 
spectators than other sections of the
parade route. Spectators in these areas generally arrive 
there early on parade morning to secure their viewing 
spots. Included there are
restrooms for the physically challenged.
3. Seniors (outdoor) - The area mentioned above 
in #2 (600 W. Diversey sidewalks) is a designated 
OUTDOOR area for seniors. Spectators in this 
area generally arrive there early on parade morning 
to secure their viewing spots. Included there are 
restrooms for the physically challenged.
4. Cooling Busses -
Halsted, south of Belmont
Irving Park between Clark and Broadway
Addison, west of Halsted
Belmont, east of Broadway
Wilton, north of Belmont

For changes or updates: www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.
org, PrideChgo@aol.com or 773-348-8243.
Ride the CTA/PACE/METRA: www.transitchicago.
com  1-312-836-7000 or www.metrarail.com  1-312-
322-6900.

compiled by PRIDEChicago
www.ChicagoPrideCalendar.org  •  PrideChgo@aol.com  •  773-348-8243

PRIDE PARADE INFORMATION
as of Tue., June 14

http://www.chicagopridecalendar.org


BY GRETCHEN RACHEL HAMMOND
 
The Chicago Historical Society’s 22nd Annual 
Making History Awards event lived up to its 
name when, on June 8, Chicago LGBTQ civil-
rights legend and Sidetrack co-owner Art John-
ston received the Jane Addams Making History 
Award for Distinction in Social Service.

It is the first time an openly LGBTQ individual 
has received the honor.

There was barely a dry eye to be found in the 
filled-to-capacity downtown Chicago Four Sea-
sons Hotel ballroom as Johnston accepted the 
award from Chicago Cubs co-owner and fellow 
activist Laura Ricketts.

Johnston now joins a pantheon of names 
which the Chicago Historical Society has im-
mortalized as legends who have played an in-
delible role in shaping the city throughout its 
183 years.

They have included best-selling novelist Sara 
N. Paretsky, musician and composer Ramsey 
Lewis, Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education 
Center co-founder Fritzie Fritzshall and, this 
year, JP Morgan Chase, philanthropist Shirley 
W. Ryan, former Federal Reserve Bank of Chi-
cago President/CEO Michael H. Moskow, and 
retired Chairman and CEO of ComEd and 2015 
appointee to President of the Chicago Board of 
Education Frank M. Clark.

In presenting the award to Johnston, Rick-
etts recalled Henry Gerber’s Dec. 10, 1924, cre-
ation of the Illinois-based Society for Human 
Rights—the first known gay-rights organiza-
tion to be founded in the United States.

“By the next summer his home had been 
raided by police, he and others had been put 
on trial for deviancy and he had lost his job,” 
Ricketts said. “More than 90 years later that’s 
still what it is all about: human rights.”

“Nobody knows that better and nobody has 
done more to make that a reality in Chicago 
than Art Johnston,” Ricketts added. “Thanks to 
him and many others, so much has changed. 

When Chicago’s first gay pride was held in 
1970, police estimated the crowd at about 150 
people. Last year a million people celebrated.”

Ricketts credited such a massive surge of 
support of LGBTQ rights and the subsequent 
changes in laws in a relatively short amount 
of time to people like Johnston’s understand-
ing of the importance of “changing hearts and 
minds.”

“As Art always says, ‘It’s very hard to hate 
someone when you get to know them as a 
human being’,” she said before calling Art a 
“father figure to so many in our community” 
and his Sidetrack bar a “second home and safe 
place.”

“He commands great respect and great love 
from Chicago’s LGBT community including my-
self,” Ricketts stated.

The prolonged standing ovation Johnston re-
ceived as he walked up to the stage to accept 
the award demonstrated that such respect and 
love has broken the boundaries of the LGBTQ 
community to be similarly bestowed upon him 
by some of the most prolific and influential 
people in Chicago.

Johnston could not contain his emotions, 
particularly when he thanked his partner of 43 
years and now legal spouse Pepe Pena.

“His love makes me the luckiest person on 
earth,” Johnston said as he wiped away his 
tears.

Johnston reflected on the importance of the 
moment—not simply a recognition of his own 
accomplishments but those of LGBTQ people as 
quintessential influencers in the course of lo-
cal, national and world history.

“Until a short time ago, the words ‘gay’ and 
‘history’ were seldom used in the same sen-
tence,” he said. “The stories of LGBT people, 
many of whom you think you know, have had 
the basic facts of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity systematically removed, erased 
and redacted from the common historical nar-
rative that we have all grown up with. Not only 

have those of us who are LGBTQ not been told 
about our contributions to the world, no one 
else has been told about it either. We have all 
been denied significant LGBT role models and 
the price we, as a society, have paid is incal-
culable.”

“Indeed, much of the histrionics and mad-
ness we see on the news every night, like North 
Carolina, is perpetuated by those whose hatred 
for LGBTQ people could not exist had we not 
been erased,” Johnston added. “Almost none 
of us grew up with a gay grandpa who would 
regale us with stories of the great gay old days 
or lesbian aunts who had no way to express 
their true identity. We were as invisible to our 
own parents as we were to the world—too ter-
rorized to live own reality, contributing to our 
own redaction by taking the only refuse avail-
able to young LGBTQ people: the deafening, 
claustrophobic silence of the closet.”

Johnston asserted that such invisibility is a 
“poison that has slowly eaten away at our self-
esteem, our sense of personhood, our pride.”

“For those of us who are adults, we can learn 
to live with it but for young people forced to 
grow up without any historical context for their 
existence, bullied mercilessly in school, unable 
to confide even in their own parents, is it any 
wonder that the suicide rate for LGBTQ youth is 
four times that of straight kids?” he said. “Until 
these kids and the straight kids who bully them 
are able to learn about all that LGBTQ people 
have contributed to the world, this epidemic of 
our kids destroying themselves will not stop.”

Johnston noted that, through members of 
the Chicago LGBTQ community who have “giv-
en their lives to challenge the systems arrayed 
against us,” seeds have been planted that will 
inevitably grow into hope and change.

“The AIDS epidemic—the most important 
thing in history that our children are taught 
nothing about— transformed my community,” 
he said. “Through sheer force of will, we in 
turn transformed Chicago and made this place 
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PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE: WindyCitySings.org
$30 Limited Reserved Seats / $18 ADVANCE General Admission

$20 General Admission at the door / $15 Seniors / $10 Students

PRESENT

SIMPLY THE BEST
Saturday, June 18, 2016 5:00 PM & 8:00 PM

Ebenezer Lutheran Church 1650 W. Foster Ave.

Sidetrack co-founder/
activist makes
history with award

Art Johnston receiving award.
Photo by Grethen Rachel Hammond

Turn to page 30

http://www.mambybeach.com
http://www.windycitysings.org


June 15, 201626 WINDY CITY TIMES

nightspots

TO-DO
the big

OUR WEEKLY PICKS TO PLAN
YOUR NIGHTLIFE CALENDAR

CHICAGO PRIDE FEST

Sat., June 18 - Sun., June 19
Halsted St., 

from Addison to Grace
$10 suggested donation

Chicago Pride Fest, held during National 
Pride Month, celebrates our achievements 
as a community in this annual two-day 
street festival leading up to Chicago’s 
world famous Pride Parade. Entertainers 
from across the globe perform to crowds 
filled with PRIDE as we celebrate our LG-
BTQ history.

PRIDE FEST SCHEDULE:
Sat., June 18
North Stage:
12:30 pm - Drag Show
1:30 pm - Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
2:30 pm - Lakeside Pride Orchestra
3:30 pm - Drag Show
5:15 pm - DJ Laura B
7:30 pm - One Night Band
9 pm - Jordin Sparks

South Stage: 
1:30 pm - Chicago Spirit Brigade
1:45 pm - Sushi Roll
3:30 pm - DJ Xtasy
5 pm - Jason Maek & Zaena
5:30 pm - Drag Show
7:45 pm - DJ Xtasy

Sun., June 19
North Stage:
12:30 pm - Pride Family & Pet Parade
2 pm - Rod Tuff Curls
4 pm - Drag Show
5:15 pm - Goldhouse
6:30 pm - Dumblonde
7:30 pm - Wedding Banned

South Stage: 
1:30 pm - Pride Family & Pet Parade
2 pm - My Gold Mask
4 pm - Daya
5:15 pm - Boy Band Review
6:45 pm - Emii
7:45 pm - Luciana
9 pm - Fabio Campos

BY ANDREW DAVIS

Kizuki Ramen & Izakaya (1482 N. Milwaukee 
Ave.; Kizuki.com) is the latest in a string of im-
pressive Japanese restaurants I’ve had the fortune 
to visit.
 Even my dining partner, who’s traveled to Japan, 
really liked the fare at Kizuki, which started in To-
kyo and has expanded to several states, including 
Washington, Oregon, Illinois and Indiana.
 Dining here was a great experience from start 
to finish, with attentive service and sizable dishes 

that seemed to materialize almost instantly. 
 My friend selected a sake flight, liking each item 
he chose. (Kizuki has a nice selection of sakes and 
Japanese beers.) 
 The menu is divided into ramen, izakaya and rice 
dishes—with a plethora of ramen toppings (in-
cluding woodear mushrooms, bamboo shoots, sea-
soned half-boiled eggs and various flavored meat 
cuts, called chashus) being offered.

 We started with edamame that was flavored with 
sea salt that truly smelled like it came from the 
Atlantic minutes prior—not a bad thing, but defi-
nitely distinctive. As for the izakaya, I highly rec-
ommend the chicken karaage, delicious deep-fried 
marinated chicken with spicy mayo. You also can’t 
go wrong with other appetizers like Japanese pork 
buns and potato croquettes.
 The ramen is among the best I’ve had. My friend 
loved his chicken-rich ramen while I similarly 
adored my low-sodium version of garlic tonkotsu 
Shoyu ramen, which contained extra-rich pork 
broth along with a variety of toppings. 
 Lastly, there’s the rice dish known as the karaage 
don—possibly my favorite dish of the evening. It’s 
chicken karaage on a bed of rice, salad greens and 
tomatoes, with Kizuki’s special sesame dressing 
drizzled on the concoction. It’s heavenly.
 The only possible wild card is dessert. There are 
almond tofu and mocha/mango/red bean mochi 
ice cream—or there are Jeni’s ice cream across the 
street as well as Stan’s Donuts down the block.
 Overall, I highly recommend Kizuki, for the ser-
vice and the cuisine. 

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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Kizuki
Ramen with garlic at Kizuki. 
Photo by Andrew Davis

The three-day event brought over 33,000 people to Milwaukee’s lakefront to celebrate Pride and to triumph over tragedy.
Photos by Kirk Williamson

MILWAUKEE PRIDEFEST

The 2016 edition of the Andersonville Midsom-
marfest kicked the season into high gear with 
three days filled with more than 70 attractions. 

The festival, which celebrates Swedish-Amer-
ican history, has managed to retain its flavor 
while finding ways to appeal to everyone. The 
annual festival, which took place June 10-12 
between Catalpa and Foster avenues along Clark 
Street, benefits the Andersonville Chamber of 
Commerce and Eco-Andersonville.

The festival line-up included cover bands, 
yoga instruction, craft-making, drag perfor-
mances, dog training and pet activities, dance 
parties, dance performances, live original musi-
cal performances and a cheering squad.

Although it hit more than 90 degrees on June 
11, the weather didn’t stop festivalgoers from 
enjoying a day spotlighted by cheering squad 
The Chicago Spirit Brigade, sets from gutbucket 
soul outfit Chi Town Soul, the pre-adolescent 
rock band Livewire, local favorites The Joans and 
a host of other attractions. June 12 had cooler 
temperatures but a large turnout as well.

The festival, which Star Events presented, was 
co-sponsored by Swedish Covenant Hospital, Or-
ange Shoe Personal Fitness, Hamburger Mary’s 
Bar and Grille, The Swedish American Museum, 
Replay Bar, Bud Light and Alamo Shoes.

More photos are at WindyCityMediaGroup.com.Photos by Vern Hester

ANDERSONVILLE MIDSOMMARFEST

See Jerry Nunn’s interview with 
Daya (pictured) online at 
www.WindyCityTimes.com.
Photo by Noah Bility Crystal Waters.

Big Freedia.

Chi Town Soul.
The Joans.

Chicago Spirit Brigade.
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“Give me, like, a young lesbian who grew up on 
Roseanne and I will get whatever I want.”—Sara 
Gilbert admits when she will flirt with a stranger.

In the wake of Richard Simmons’ recent hospi-
tal stay, a fabulous rumor has emerged—that he’s 
transitioning (presumably from male to female—
but don’t quote me on that). It bears mentioning 
that this rumor started in the National Enquirer, 
which had a cover story emblazoned with the 
words “Call me Fiona!” and promising details of 
his “secret boob job & castration surgery.” How 
could you see that on a checkout stand and not 
buy it? Well, I will save you the trouble (and the 
$4.99)—it’s all lies. According to Simmons’ pub-
licist, there is not one iota of truth to the story. 
And why would a publicist lie? Richard explains 
the hospital stay as follows: “I was dehydrated 
and needed some fluids.” I bet he did! Lies or not, 
I will forever refer to him as Fiona.

Nary a week goes by without stories that The 
View is about to be cancelled or that Whoopi 
is about to quit. First off, the show isn’t going 
anywhere—ratings may be down, but they’re still 
better than the competition. As to Goldberg, 
she’s also staying put. She makes roughly $6 
million a year to sit on that panel four days a 
week, 35 weeks a year—she ain’t goin’ anywhere. 
That said, her new contract is only for one year, 
because she wants to have options. Eons ago, I 
was working in an office with a woman who took 
real estate classes at night. When she finally got 
her license, she posted a copy of it and wrote in 
big letters “Remember—I’ve got options!.” One 
night, I put a Post-It below the license that sim-
ply said two words—”Take them!”

Last week, Noah Galvin found himself in the 
middle of a firestorm due to an interview he 
gave to New York Magazine on its website, Vul-
ture. Before going any further, I suppose I should 
tell you who Noah Galvin is. He’s the star of The 
Real O’Neals—a show most of you aren’t watch-
ing, if ratings mean anything. On the show, Noah 
plays a 16-year-old gay boy. In real life, Galvin 
is an openly gay actor although he’s not 16 but 
22 (which means this show should have been on 
FOX, where high school students are typically 
played by actors who are members of AARP). 

Galvin’s interview was titled “Noah Galvin has 
nothing to hide.” He was so outspoken, Vanity 
Fair wrote an article called, “’Real O’Neals’ star 
Noah Galvin Is Refreshingly Candid About Be-
ing Gay In Hollywood.” Alas, most others took 
Noah to task. Within hours, he refuted virtually 
each of his inflammatory statements: “The entire 
interview I gave to Vulture has hurt the LGBTQ 
community and the industry I feel truly fortunate 
to be a part of. I apologize to everyone that I’ve 
hurt with my comments, and understand the dam-
age that has been done.” While I’m sure he was 
pressured to backpedal, I’m sad that he gave in.

What ruffled the most feathers were his state-
ments about the recently out Colton Haynes: 
“That’s not coming out. He didn’t actually say he 
was gay. That’s fucking pussy bullshit. That’s like, 
‘Enough people assume that I sleep with men, so 
I’m just going to slightly confirm the fact that 
I’ve sucked a dick or two.’ That’s not doing any-
thing for the little gays, but giving them more 
masturbation material.” It’s an ironic comment 
from someone who last month tweeted Colton’s 
coming-out article and said, “Lezgo bro. Prouda 
you”—whatever that means. 

Haynes wasted no time in addressing these new 
comments: “I’ve never met this kid, so for him 

to judge me without even meeting & having no 
idea the struggles I’ve been through or where I 
come from is absolutely uncalled for and quite 
frankly embarrassing on his part. Since when is 
a three pg article in Entertainment Weekly not 
an appropriate way to come out? And since when 
did he become the judge of what’s appropriate? 
Shouldn’t we all be supporting each other? En-
joy all your success. You’re young kid... Hopefully 
you’ll learn a thing or two. Good luck. I’m sure I’ll 
seeya around—Colton Pussy Haynes.” Am I the 
only one troubled that a 27-year-old is calling a 
22-year-old “kid”?

Vulture admits to excising one inflammatory 
statement from Noah’s interview, namely, “Bryan 
Singer likes to invite little boys over to his pool 
and diddle them in the fucking dark of night.” 
As it turns out, this was not the only piece of 
judicious editing last week regarding a notable 
gay. Radio host Elvis Duran was taking calls on 
his iHeartRadio show about people having con-
tact with celebrities via Twitter. A woman named 
Steph called in, excited to have gotten a personal 
response from David Muir. “You know he’s gay, 
right?” Elvis asked. “What?” Duran then repeated, 
“You know David Muir is gay.” But in the replay 
of the show (which is on BillyMasters.com), the 
gay references have been removed in an awkward 
pause at 25-second mark. See? We gays have 
power!

With summer right around the corner, I’m gear-
ing up for the Fourth of July celebrations at 
Provincetown’s legendary Crown & Anchor. Their 
annual Independence celebrations take place 
from June 30-July 7—although, to be honest, 
any summer day is a party at the Crown. Get your 
tickets at OnlyAtTheCrown.com.

We have time for a very brief “Ask Billy” ques-
tion. Casey in Dallas asks, “Did I hear that John 
Barrowman’s husband showed his penis again? 
Why is it always the husband and not John him-
self?”

Apparently you haven’t been to BillyMasters.
com—Barrowman’s penis was one of the first 
things we revealed almost 20 years ago. When 
you ask, “Where’s the beef,” we’ve got it—liter-
ally! As to Johnny’s hubby, this most recent photo 
is far less explicit than the video last month. But 
we’ll post it anyway.

When we’re already in summer reruns, it’s 
definitely time to end yet another column. As 
we go to press, news of the Orlando shooting 
is unfolding. While that news might make this 
column seem irrelevant and trite, life does—and 
must—go on at www.BillyMasters.com, the site 
that never backs down. If you have a question or 
comment, feel free to send it along to Billy@Bil-
lyMasters.com, and I promise to get back to you 
before Noah admits that he wants to do Colton 
(because you know that’s what this is all about). 
Until next time, remember: One man’s filth is an-
other man’s bible.

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

The boyfriend of John Barrowman (above) 
has revealed himself again, Billy says.
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saved, and continue to save lives. PFLAG knows 
that the effects of this deliberate shooting 
spree that targeted an LGBTQ nightclub on Lat-
in Night will ripple across the country, reviving 
anxiety and painful emotions for anyone who 
has experienced hateful actions themselves or 
against loved ones because of who they are. We 
concur with President Obama’s message: This 
unprecedented massacre, this act of terror, this 
act of hate against people who are LGBTQ, was 
an attack on the fundamental belief in equality 
and dignity for all people.”

Arianna Lint, CEO and Founder of Ariann@’s 
Center, Trans Latina@ Coalition SF Chapter 
and a Trans United Fund board member said: 
“Many of us were prepared to celebrate Pride 
today, but instead our hearts are aching for 
our friends, family and community who have 
experienced such a horrific act of violence. I 
was awakened this morning by calls and mes-
sages about loved ones who had been injured 
and friends frantic for news of one another’s 
safety. Our thoughts and prayers are with those 
who are mourning loved ones and with the in-
jured. Although the details of motive and ac-
tor are still emerging, we remain more resolved 
than ever to live our lives fully, proudly and 
unapologetically and to refuse to violence and 
tragedy to be used as an excuse to demonize 
other communities.”

Color Of Change, the national racial justice 
organization, issued the following statement 
from Rashad Robinson, the group’s executive 
director: “Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the community waiting for news of their loved 
ones and mourning this devastating tragedy. 
We don’t yet know the details surrounding 
this unconscionable attack, but we do know 
that no one should be targeted for their race, 
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or gen-
der identity. Spaces like Pulse aren’t just bars 
and clubs. They are a lifeline to many LGBTQ 
people—a place to be free and open. Falling 
almost exactly one year after the shooting at 
Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, this trag-
edy is a reminder of all the ways that hate, 
intolerance and violence show up. As we seek 
to make sense of this tragedy and so many oth-
ers, we do so focused on building a culture of 
inclusion, respect, liberation and love.”

Hector Sanchez, chair of the National His-
panic Leadership Agenda (NHLA), a coalition 
of 40 of the nation’s preeminent Latino ad-
vocacy organizations, “We stand in solidarity 
with our LGBTQ brothers and sisters who were 
targeted in this heinous attack in Orlando, in 
which initial reports suggest that the brunt 
of the suffering fell upon LGBTQ Latinos. We 
share our deepest condolences and sympathy 
with the families and loved ones of those who 
were killed. This was an attack on all of us. We 
hope that those who were injured are able to 
make a full recovery and encourage all those 
who are able, to donate blood as soon as pos-
sible at the nearest blood donation center to 
help the survivors.”

“Our hearts are broken for the victims and 
families of the horrific tragedy in Orlando,” 

said GLAAD President and CEO Sarah Kate El-
lis. “This unimaginable atrocity has not only 
robbed countless people of their loved ones, 
it has also stolen a sense of safety within the 
LGBTQ community. As we mourn the victims of 
this unspeakable attack, we are also reminded 
that the work to end hate in all its forms must 
continue.”

“The National Association of Social Workers 
Florida has responded directly offering volun-
teer therapists in Orlando,” said CenterLink 
Executive Director Terry Stone, “we are grate-
ful for their support in this time of crisis. We 
are also grateful for every single mental health 
provider who publicly lists themselves as LGBT 
welcoming; our communities will need you.”

“Tragedies like this have a profound impact 
across all of our population,” said Dr. Scout, 
Director of LGBT HealthLink at CenterLink, a 
coalition of the nation’s LGBT community cen-
ters. “My heart is with everyone in Orlando and 
I am also very concerned about the associative 
trauma on LGBT people everywhere hearing this 
news. We urge LGBTQ people across the world 
today to take care of your own mental health; 
you may not be close to Orlando but we cannot 
underestimate the toll events like this take on 
our lives. If you are an ally, now is the time to 
stand up and show your support.”

The National Gay Media Association said it 
was stunned by the news. “Our hearts go out to 
the entire Orlando community,” said Leo Cusi-
mano, publisher of The Dallas Voice, president 
of NGMA. “We lend our support to the com-
munity of Orlando, and the LGBTQ community 
nationally, as we all cope with the incredible 
sadness and anger this tragedy has caused.”

The Human Rights Campaign President Chad 
Griffin said, “We are devastated by this tragic 
act of violence, which has reportedly claimed 
the lives of at least 50 LGBTQ people and allies 
and injured more than 50 others. We are griev-
ing for the victims and our hearts are broken 
for their friends, families, and for the entire 
community. This tragedy has occurred as our 
community celebrates pride, and now more 
than ever we must come together as a nation 
to affirm that love conquers hate.”

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA urged 
calm after the shooting.

“This is really tragic and sad,” said National 
Vice President Dr. Nasim Rehmatullah. “Rever-
ence for all human life is the essence of Islamic 
teaching. This is a time for prayers and efforts 
to stop such senseless violence in our nation. 
We pray for the speedy recovery of the injured 
and offer our deepest condolences to the fami-
lies and friends of the victims.”

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) sent its condolences to the 
families of the victims. Their statement said 
in part: “Violence of this magnitude belongs 
to no religious, racial or ethnic group. ADC 
has always stood, and will continue to stand, 
against discrimination and hate crimes against 
all communities, including the LGBTQ commu-
nity. We have worked regularly with the LGBTQ 
community, as they have been on the forefront 
of helping combat Islamophobia and Anti-Arab 
sentiment. Tolerance and acceptance must be 

shown to all individuals, regardless of their 
race, sex, religion, and sexual orientation. We 
will continue working with all communities, in-
cluding the LGBTQ community, to combat the 
hate and discrimination that impacts us all.”

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) said in 
part: “My thoughts and deepest condolences 
are with the victims and their loved ones, and 
I stand in solidarity with the LGBT community 
in Orlando and across America.”

U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Illinois), a mem-
ber of the House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence (HPSCI) and Vice-Chair of the 
Congressional LGBT Equality Caucus, said: “ … 
[an] attack at Pulse nightclub, a well known 
gathering spot for LGBT Floridians, during LGBT 
Pride Month is particularly painful for the LGBT 
community and allies around the world. At this 
time, we must all come together and combat 
this horrific act of hate with love and compas-
sion for one another.”

Hillary Clinton response
Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton wrote 

on Twitter: “Woke up to hear the devastating 
news from FL. As we wait for more information, 
my thoughts are with those affected by this 
horrific act. -H.”

She also issued a more formal statement 
statement: “I join Americans in praying for the 
victims of the attack in Orlando, their families 
and the first responders who did everything 
they could to save lives. This was an act of ter-
ror. Law enforcement and intelligence agencies 
are hard at work, and we will learn more in the 
hours and days ahead. For now, we can say for 
certain that we need to redouble our efforts to 
defend our country from threats at home and 
abroad. That means defeating international 
terror groups, working with allies and partners 
to go after them wherever they are, countering 
their attempts to recruit people here and ev-
erywhere, and hardening our defenses at home. 
It also means refusing to be intimidated and 
staying true to our values.

“This was also an act of hate. The gun-
man attacked an LGBT nightclub during Pride 
Month. To the LGBT community: please know 
that you have millions of allies across our 
country. I am one of them. We will keep fight-
ing for your right to live freely, openly and 
without fear. Hate has absolutely no place in 
America. Finally, we need to keep guns like the 
ones used last night out of the hands of ter-
rorists or other violent criminals. This is the 
deadliest mass shooting in the history of the 
United States and it reminds us once more that 
weapons of war have no place on our streets. 
This is a time to stand together and resolve to 
do everything we can to defend our communi-
ties and country.”

President Obama’s remarks 
What follows are excerpts from Obama’s re-

marks:
“Today, as Americans, we grieve the brutal 

murder —a horrific massacre—of dozens of in-
nocent people. We pray for their families, who 
are grasping for answers with broken hearts. 
We stand with the people of Orlando, who 

have endured a terrible attack on their city. 
Although it’s still early in the investigation, 
we know enough to say that this was an act of 
terror and an act of hate. And as Americans, we 
are united in grief, in outrage, and in resolve 
to defend our people. …

“The FBI is appropriately investigating this 
as an act of terrorism. And I’ve directed that 
we must spare no effort to determine what —if 
any —inspiration or association this killer may 
have had with terrorist groups. What is clear is 
that he was a person filled with hatred. Over 
the coming days, we’ll uncover why and how 
this happened, and we will go wherever the 
facts lead us. …

“This is an especially heartbreaking day for 
all our friends—our fellow Americans—who 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender. The 
shooter targeted a nightclub where people 
came together to be with friends, to dance 
and to sing, and to live. The place where they 
were attacked is more than a nightclub —it is 
a place of solidarity and empowerment where 
people have come together to raise awareness, 
to speak their minds, and to advocate for their 
civil rights. 

“So this is a sobering reminder that attacks 
on any American—regardless of race, ethnic-
ity, religion or sexual orientation—is an at-
tack on all of us and on the fundamental val-
ues of equality and dignity that define us as a 
country. And no act of hate or terror will ever 
change who we are or the values that make us 
Americans.

“Today marks the most deadly shooting in 
American history. The shooter was apparently 
armed with a handgun and a powerful assault 
rifle. This massacre is therefore a further re-
minder of how easy it is for someone to get 
their hands on a weapon that lets them shoot 
people in a school, or in a house of worship, 
or a movie theater, or in a nightclub. And we 
have to decide if that’s the kind of country we 
want to be. And to actively do nothing is a 
decision as well.

“In the coming hours and days, we’ll learn 
about the victims of this tragedy. Their names. 
Their faces. Who they were. The joy that they 
brought to families and to friends, and the 
difference that they made in this world. Say 
a prayer for them and say a prayer for their 
families —that God give them the strength 
to bear the unbearable. And that He give us 
all the strength to be there for them, and the 
strength and courage to change. We need to 
demonstrate that we are defined more—as a 
country—by the way they lived their lives than 
by the hate of the man who took them from us.

“As we go together, we will draw inspiration 
from heroic and selfless acts—friends who 
helped friends, took care of each other and 
saved lives. In the face of hate and violence, 
we will love one another. We will not give in 
to fear or turn against each other. Instead, we 
will stand united, as Americans, to protect our 
people, and defend our nation, and to take ac-
tion against those who threaten us.”

Obama also ordered the American flag at 
half-staff at the White House and all public 
buildings and grounds. 

ORLANDO from page 15
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Wed., June 15
Too Young To Retire-Now What? 

Workshop Sort out what you want to 
do next. Facilitated by Judi Lansky. 
Reservations required, no cost. 
jlansky@lanskycareerconsultants.
com   6:30pm - 8:30pm   Lansky Career 
Consultants at 115 S. LaSalle Street, 
#2600, Chicago  312-494-0022  www.
lanskycareerconsultants.com

Author and Interior Designer Thom 
Filicia Filicia will showcase his collection 
for Vanguard Furniture and sign his 
book, “American Beauty.” Register 
online to attend.   7:00pm - 9:00pm   
Scott Shuptrine Interiors Downers Grove 
gallery, 1021 Butterfield Rd, Downers 
Grove, IL  Tickets: https://t.e2ma.net/
click/0kgn6/g5a51u/wt010j

Thursday, June 16
Back Lot Bash: Comedy Night Featur-

ing Gena Yashere. Doors open 6:00 pm.  
6:00pm   The Laugh Factory Chicago  
3175 N Broadway, Chicago  http://
www.backlotbashchicago.com/  Tickets: 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/2551132

Sidetrack 34th-Anniversary Party Cel-
ebrate all things Sidetrack. Giveaways 
and drawings, food trucks with free 
bites.   6:00pm - 2:00am   Sidetrack  
3349 N Halsted St Chicago  http://www.
sidetrackchicago.com/

New Town Writers Workshop Please 
bring copies of your work so that other 
writers and listeners may follow along.  
7:00pm - 9:00pm   Gerber Hart Library 
and Archives  6500 N Clark St Chicago

Friday, June 17 
About Face Theatre’s “AFT 20: A Cel-

ebration” Benefit One night only, 
scenes, songs and rarely seen archival 
footage honoring AFT’s incredible two 
decade long history as Chicago’s pre-
miere LGBTQIA theatre company. Per-
formance and hors d’oeuvres with cash 
bar, $50.  6:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: http://
aboutfacetheatre.com

Bisexual-Trans-Queer Book Discussion 
My Awesome Place: The Autobiography 
of Cheryl B by Cheryl Burke  7:00pm - 
9:00pm   Gerber Hart Library and Ar-
chives  6500 N Clark St Chicago  (773) 

381-8030  https://www.facebook.com/
GerberHart/events

The 2016 Paseo Boricua Cacica Queen 
Coronation Vida/SIDA will celebrate 
our 9th annual Coronation of the Paseo 
Boricua Cacica Queen, Cynthia Lee Fon-
taine, a contestant on Rupaul’s Drag 
Race. Tickets at door $20. Presale $15   
8:30pm   3641 N Halsted St, Chicago  
Tickets: http://paseoboricua.brownpap-
ertickets.com/

Buck Angel Chicago Pride Tour Meet and 
greet Buck Angel with special discounts. 
A Transmale Chicago Production  9:00pm 
- 11:00pm   Leather 64TEN  6410 N. 
Clark St. Chicago  http://www.trans-
malechicago.com/buck-angel-chicago-
tour-transmale-chicago-production/. 
Appearances continue through June 22.

The Women of GayCo: 5th Annual Chi-
cago Women’s Funny Festival The fe-
males of GayCo Productions, Chicago’s 
premier LGBT sketch comedy company, 
perform some of their best-of lady 
sketches. $15.   9:00pm   Stage 773  
1225 W Belmont Chicago   http://www.
stage773.com/WomensFestCalendar 

Saturday, June 18 
Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance 

(LGBTQ) Support meeting to talk about 
illnesses, symptoms, treatment, doc-
tors, and personal issues such as dating, 
relationships and work. Every Saturday.   
11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted St.,  http://dbsa-glbt-
chicago.com

Chicago Pride Fest Two days kicking off 
the city’s Pride Week in the LGBTQ com-
munity. Saturday North Stage: 12:30pm-
Drag Show with Chicago’s Best Female 
Impersonators; 1:30pm-Chicago Gay 
Men’s Chorus; 2:30pm- Lakeside Pride; 
3:30pm-Drag Show featuring Chicago’s 
Best Female Impersonators; 5:15pm-DJ 
Laura B.; 7:30pm-One Night Band; 9pm-
Jordin Sparks. Second Stage: 1:30pm-

Chicago Spirit Brigade; 1:45pm-Sushi 
Roll; 3:30pm-DJ Xtasy; 5pm -Jason Maek 
& Zaena; 5:30pm-Drag Show featuring 
Chicago’s Best Female Impersonators; 
7:45pm-DJ Xtasy  11:00am - 10:00pm   
N. Halsted St., Addison to Grace, Chi-
cago  http://www.northalsted.com/
events/chicago-pride-fest-2016/

Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame Pride and 
Joy Reception Emceed by Hall of Fame 
inductee Patricia McCombs, featuring a 
performance by Joel Hall Dancers and 
a conversation with Timothy Stewart-
Winter, author of Queer Clout. Seeking 
volunteers. inquiry@glhalloffame.org.  
12:00pm - 2:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://glhall-
offame.org

Artemis Singers presents “Voices of 
Joyful Rebellion” Pride Concert/
Dance Chicago’s lesbian feminist cho-
rus, will perform songs about rebellion. 
Dance with live DJ immediately follows. 
Artemis Singers is cosponsoring the 
Hyde Park concert with Affinity Commu-
nity Services  7:00pm   First Unitarian 
Church of Chicago  5650 S. Woodlawn 
Ave. Chicago  Tickets: http://artemisre-
belhydepark.bpt.me/

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus and Allegrez-
za: When You Sing Your Own Song, You 
Can Fly! Unique joint performance fea-
tures a preview of CGMC’s GALA set, Sing 
Your Own Song and a selection of music 
from Allegrezza’s recent concert, You 
Can Fly!   7:00pm   Lake View Presbyte-
rian Church 716 W. Addison St., Chicago  
Tickets: https://cgmc.secure.force.com/
ticket#sections_a0FF000000Lm5iAMAR

Simply the Best: Windy City Gay Chorus 
& Windy City Treble Quire Choral con-
cert. First show 5pm  8:00pm   Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church  1650 W Foster Chicago  
Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/2365142

Sunday, June 19
aChurch4Me Sunday Worship Service A 

place to find peace, comfort and always 
needed prayer.   11:00am   AChurch4Me 
MCC, 7366 N Clark St, Chicago  http://
www.achurch4me.org

Chicago Pride Fest Kicking off the city’s 
Pride Week in the LGBTQ community. 

Miss Foozie hosts 10th Annual Pet 
Parade 2016 PETCO Prizes for best 
dressed 1st Place, 2nd Place, 3rd 
Place  11:30am   3656 N Halsted St, 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/1538654836442052/

Back Lot Bash: Social and Wine Tasting 
Mix. Mingle. Taste. $35 includes food 
and wine tasting.  12:00pm - 3:00pm   
Himmel’s, 2251 West Lawrence Avenue, 
Chicago.  (773) 784-8777  http://www.
backlotbashchicago.com/  Tickets: 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/2551132

Monday, June 20
Queer Kings and Queens - The Girl King 

A widely acclaimed 2015 version of the 
Queen Christina story - this time with 
the lesbian romance intact. The movie 
Garbo wanted to make.  6:00pm   Chi-
cago Public Library, Bezazian Branch, 
1226 W. Ainslie St., Chicago  http://
www.queerfi lmsociety.org/pages/
events.html

Wed., June 22 
30 Under 30 Awards Windy City Times is 

seeking to recognize 30 more outstand-
ing LGBT or ally individuals, 30 years 
or under as of June 30, 2016 who have 
made substantial contributions to the 
Chicagoland LGBT community.  6:00pm 
- 7:00pm,  http://www.windycitymedia-
group.com/lgbt/Nominations-sought-
for-30-Under-30-Awards/54145.html 

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

BUCK AGAIN

Trans entertainer Buck 
Angel will make various 

appearances in Chicago. See 
TransmaleChicago.com.

PR photo

June 17-22

ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
QUICKBOOK BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE.  Accounts 
Payable/Accounts Receivable, Invoicing, Collections, 
Time Tracking, Bank & Credit card reconciliations, Fi-
nancial Statements, Journal Entry, Reports for accoun-
tants for year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/16-52)

HELP WANTED
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRITS WANTED. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help  others. 
It’s what we do. Earn $10,000/month while you learn 
to invest VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief 
online overview, call or text your name to 708-292-
8778. (6/29/16-4)

Engineering Team Lead.  Arroweye Solutions, Inc. 
is seeking an Engineering Team Lead for its Chi-
cago office.  Responsibilities include:  guiding team 
development; setting design objectives; reviewing 

team proposals; establishing quality controls; pro-
viding technical leadership and resolving technical 
problems; performing application testing; assessing 
and documenting product improvements; consulting 
with clients; working with CTO and project manager 
to develop and maintain project and resource plans 
and schedules; participating in team member reviews. 
Submit resume to:  Arroweye Solutions, Inc., 549 
West Randolph, Suite 200, Chicago, IL  60661 
(6/15/16-1)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKE YOUR HOME LOOK FABULOUS! We do Bathroom 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting and 
more. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One 
year Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 847-328-
3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  (12/16/16-56)

MASSAGE
MASSAGE FIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUR. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 
(7/6/16-16)

PAID RESEARCH STUDY
ENDED A RELATIONSHIP? Did you separate from a 
partner of 5 years or more within the past 12 months? 
University of Michigan researchers need you for a 
study on separation and repartnership. $100 compen-
sation for two 2-hour online/telephone interviews. 
Ages 35-55 only. E-mail umdivorcestudy@gmail.
com (6/22/16-3)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

SERVICES AVAILABLE
FREE SWOP LEGAL CLINIC Free legal services for low-
income individuals currently/formerly in sex trade or 
street economy. 6-9pm, Wednesday, June 15th. 405 
W. Superior, Floor 7 swop-chicago.org Board@SWOP-
Chicago.org (312)715-8372 (6/8/16-1)

CLASSIFIEDS

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

80+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

REAL ESTATE
REALTORS
CHICAGO’S TOP GAY REALTORS INSTANT FREE ACCESS 
TO CHICAGO’S TOP GAY REALTORS. FREE Buyers Repre-
sentation - FREE Sellers Market Analysis - FREE Reloca-
tion Kit any City, USA! On-line: WWW.GAYREALES-
TATE.COM or Toll Free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). No 
Cost or Obligation (2/28/17-52)

ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

an island of LGBTQ acceptance that exists as 
a beacon against the shroud which surrounds 
us—places where LGBTQ people remain under 
assault politically, morally, economically, sys-
temically. What is the common denominator? 
History. Or the lack of it.”

“Every single evil that has ever been visited 
on my community is the result of the fact that 
we have been removed from history intention-
ally because ours is an inconvenient truth,” 
Johnston added. “Denying the most vulnerable 
among us—our kids—the knowledge that peo-
ple like them matter, that they will always mat-
ter even if no one bothered to tell them so.”

Johnston honored the programs and archival 
support of the Chicago History Museum as an 
ally in recognizing the contributions of LGBTQ 
people to the growth of the city. He said that 
the organization has retrieved an essential part 
of the community’s past.

“This institution has helped capture the rich 
history of the exciting, complex, difficult LG-
BTQ communities of Chicago,” he said.

By way of illustration (one which seemed to 
surprise many in the audience), Johnston took 
note of the person behind the name on the 
plaque he was receiving.

“Jane Addams whose contributions to the 
community and social justice have made her a 
legend in Chicago and an icon worldwide,” he 
said. “She was an amazing woman who defied 
every social convention to provide services to 
the poor and disenfranchised simply because 
she knew it had to be done.”

“You have no idea what it means to an LG-
BTQ kid to learn that this lionized woman, 
this Nobel Peace Prize winner was a lesbian,” 
Johnston concluded. “You now understand why 
it is so important to begin to look at history 
through a new lens—one that sees every color 
of the rainbow.”

For information on the Chicago History Mu-
seum, visit ChicagoHistory.org.

More photos and a video of the event are at 
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

SIDETRACK from page 25
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NEW BODY,
NEW YOU

Discover what others know ...

Award-Winning Plastic Surgery
DR. DAVID SHIFRIN

Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

CHICAGO • 312-502-6200
680 N. Lake Shore Dr.

www.davidshifrinmd.com

Member

Mention 
WINDy CIty tIMeS 

and get 
$500 off.

Offer good through June 30, 2016

SPECIAL PRIDE MONTH DISCOUNT!

Visit our website:
www.davidshifrinmd.com

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com
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First-time riders only. Up to $20. Expires 12/31/16.

Ride together
Get a reliable ride in minutes with  
the Uber app

Sign up with the code WINDYCITYTIMES at Uber.com/app for a FREE ride.

http://www.uber.com/app



