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On Oct. 19, 2000, Michael A. Horvich and Gregory Lee Maire 
stood before a justice of the peace against the backdrop of 
Stowe, Vermont, for their civil-union ceremony.
 Surrounded by the magnificence of the Green Mountains and 
Worcester Range, they expressed their love for each other in 
words and in the unspoken, peaceful elation unique to the 
moment when two souls who have searched alone for each 
other through time and circumstance are finally united.
 Maire tried to read something to Horvich on that day. But he 
was so overcome with emotion, he couldn’t get through it.
 The verse was taken from Hymn to Serenity by German Poet 
Friedrich Hölderlin.
 “Behold! The lovelier blue of heaven is gathered in my 
friend’s eye and from his unclouded brow beams highborn 
fidelity. More brightly it is written there than in gold upon our 
door; Where good men love one another, joy dwells ever and 
evermore!”
 It was a cold, rainy April 2016 morning when Horvich invit-
ed Windy City Times into his and Maire’s downtown Evanston 
condominium.
 There was an immediate and temperate sense of welcome to 
the rooms, each filled with an extraordinary array of plants, 
books, art and photography neatly ordered amidst items of 
deep personal significance to their owners but easily under-
stood to the stranger as intimate expressions of two insepa-
rable lives.
 Anyone who has known love, even for a moment, can recog-
nize them.
 “I’m nervous,” Horvich admitted as he gently shooed one of 
the home’s two cats out of a chair and sat down. “You look 
back at over 40 years of both of us growing up and becoming 
who we are and it’s our story. I want to make sure I get it 
right. I want to make sure I remember all of the important 
parts—some of them soundbites, some of them beautiful 
concepts. I might cry, but I don’t mind crying.”
 Horvich described himself as a Renaissance man. He is an 
actor, writer, photographer and the curator of Michael’s Mu-
seum, an exhibit of the miniature treasures and toys which 
Maire encouraged Horvich to collect over the years.

 It is now on permanent display as part of the Chicago Chil-
dren’s Museum at Navy Pier—something generations of kids 
can enjoy courtesy of a 70-year-old man whose long, white 
beard and playful eyes ensure that, when Horvich dons a San-
ta Claus costume as he did during the 2015 holidays, no child 
ever imagines he is anything but.
 When he and Maire met in 1976, there hadn’t been many 
positive role models for either of them growing up. Horvich 
was a teacher at the time and closeted.
 “People weren’t ready to discuss who they were,” he said. 
“I couldn’t even talk in the teacher’s lounge with my fellow 
colleagues about being gay.”
 Instead, Horvich attended a Monday night Lake View meet-
up called The Men’s Gathering.
 “The purpose of the group was to be supportive,” he re-
called. “It was a place you could talk about feelings and emo-
tions.”
 At the time, Horvich was coming to the end of a 13-year 
relationship with a man. Maire was married to a woman.
 “Greg’s wife was the education director of a forest preserve 
and he was a stay-at-home-husband trying to become a pub-
lished author,” Horvich said. “He loved his wife but he needed 
male company, so he would go to the Monday night meetings 
and have friends and deal with his awareness and his emo-
tional issues.”
 Both Horvich and Maire would both tell the same story of 
how they met: “Michael was there first, Greg came in. Michael 
saw him from across the room. Greg was wearing a Lacoste 
shirt, a pair of khakis with a big brown belt and Docksiders 
without socks. He had short hair with streaks of blonde. Greg 
looked back at him at the other end of the room in a pair of 
tight blue jeans, a flannel shirt and tennis shoes. It was lust 
at first sight.”
 “Even though we were instantly in lust, we did not consum-
mate the relationship for a year,” Horvich said. “We courted. 
Although it was a time where everybody else was hopping 
into bed at a moment’s notice, Greg and I instead went out 
to dinners and got to know each other. He was one of the 
most intellectual men I had ever met—an artist and close to 
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Take care of what matters most—you. GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day 
complete HIV-1 treatment for people who are either new to treatment 
or people whose healthcare provider determines they can replace their 
current HIV-1 medicines with GENVOYA. 

SHOW YOUR

POWER
Ask your healthcare provider if GENVOYA is right for you, 
and visit GENVOYA.com to learn more.

WHAT IS GENVOYA®?
GENVOYA is a 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used to 
treat HIV-1 in people 12 years and older. It can either be used 
in people who are starting HIV-1 treatment and have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are replacing 
their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare provider 
determines they meet certain requirements. These include 
having an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL) for 
6 months or more on their current HIV-1 treatment. GENVOYA 
combines 4 medicines into 1 pill taken once a day with food. 
GENVOYA is a complete HIV-1 treatment and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses, you must keep 
taking GENVOYA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
others. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
What is the most important information I should know 
about GENVOYA? 
GENVOYA may cause serious side effects: 
• Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which 

is a serious medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis 
include feeling very weak or tired, unusual muscle pain, 
trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling dizzy 
or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

• Serious liver problems. The liver may become large and 
fatty. Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the 
white part of your eyes turning yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-
colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements (stools), 
loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or  
stomach pain. 

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious 
liver problems if you are female, very overweight, or have 
been taking GENVOYA for a long time. In some cases, 
lactic acidosis and serious liver problems have led to death. 
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

• Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is 
not approved to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV 
and stop taking GENVOYA, your HBV may suddenly get 
worse. Do not stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking to 
your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your 
health.

Who should not take GENVOYA?
Do not take GENVOYA if you take: 
• Certain prescription medicines for other conditions. It is 

important to ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist 

    about medicines that should not be taken with GENVOYA. Do 
not start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

• The herbal supplement St. John’s wort.

• Any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection.
What are the other possible side effects of GENVOYA? 
Serious side effects of GENVOYA may also include: 
• Changes in body fat, which can happen in people taking HIV-1 

medicines. 

• Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may 
get stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any new symptoms after you start taking 
GENVOYA.

• Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys. 
If you develop new or worse kidney problems, they may tell you 
to stop taking GENVOYA.

• Bone problems, such as bone pain, softening, or thinning, which 
may lead to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to 
check your bones.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any side effects that bother you or 
don’t go away. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
GENVOYA? 
• All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare 

provider if you have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver 
problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

• All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-
the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
Other medicines may affect how GENVOYA works. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Ask your healthcare provider if it is safe to take 
GENVOYA with all of your other medicines.  

• If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take GENVOYA.

• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 
if GENVOYA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking GENVOYA.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Important Facts about GENVOYA 
including important warnings on the 
following page.

GENVOYA does not 
cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about 
GENVOYA and does not replace talking to your healthcare 
provider about your condition and your treatment.

(jen-VOY-uh)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GENVOYA

Genvoya® may cause serious side effects, including: 

• Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain 
with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

• Severe liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: 
your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements (stools), loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

• Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. GENVOYA is not approved 
to treat HBV. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly 
get worse if you stop taking GENVOYA. Do not stop taking GENVOYA 
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to 
check your health regularly for several months.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you 
are female, very overweight, or have been taking GENVOYA for a long time.

ABOUT GENVOYA 

• GENVOYA is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in people 12 
years of age and older who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. 
GENVOYA can also be used to replace current HIV-1 medicines for 
some people who have an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/
mL of virus in their blood), and have been on the same HIV-1 medicines 
for at least 6 months and have never failed HIV-1 treatment, and 
whose healthcare provider determines that they meet certain other 
requirements.

• GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. Ask your healthcare provider 
about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others.

Do NOT take GENVOYA if you: 

• Take a medicine that contains: alfuzosin (Uroxatral®), carbamazepine 
(Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol-XR®, Teril®), cisapride 
(Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®), dihydroergotamine (D.H.E. 45®, 
Migranal®), ergotamine (Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler 
Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, 
Mevacor®), methylergonovine (Ergotrate®, Methergine®), midazolam 
(when taken by mouth), phenobarbital (Luminal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, 
Phenytek®), pimozide (Orap®), rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, 
Rimactane®), sildenafil when used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®), or triazolam (Halcion®).

• Take the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.

• Take any other HIV-1 medicines at the same time.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF GENVOYA 

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including: 

• Those in the “Most Important Information About GENVOYA” section.
• Changes in body fat.
• Changes in your immune system.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure.
• Bone problems.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.

These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking GENVOYA.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health 
before and during treatment with GENVOYA. 

BEFORE TAKING GENVOYA 

Tell your healthcare provider if you: 

• Have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis 
infection.

• Have any other medical condition.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant.
• Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if 

you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take: 

• Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist.

• Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 
should not be taken with GENVOYA.

HOW TO TAKE GENVOYA 

• GENVOYA is a complete one pill, once a day HIV-1 medicine.
• Take GENVOYA with food.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• This is only a brief summary of important information about GENVOYA. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

• Go to GENVOYA.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5

• If you need help paying for your medicine, visit GENVOYA.com for 
program information.
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‘10 Honda Civic LX  ...................... Manual, Full Power, 52K, Blue, 15048A ............$8,995
‘08 Scion xB.............................. Automatic, Full Power, Blackberry, 14720A ............$7,995
‘04 Acura TSX ...................................... Automatic, Full Power, Blue, 14961A ............$6,995
‘04 Honda CRV LX AWD .................. Automatic, Full Power, Silver, 14672A ............$6,995
‘99 Chrysler 300M.............................. Automatic, Full Power, Red, 14497A ............$3,495

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘13 Forester Touring     ....................Auto., Sunroof, Leather, Red, 14588A..........$20,995
‘14 Forester 2.5i     ..............................Automatic, Full Power, Red, 14687A..........$18,995
‘14 Forester Prem.     ............Manual, Sunroof, Heated Seats, Grey, P5189..........$18,995
‘13 Forester X     ................................Automatic, Full Power, Grey, 14426A..........$17,995
‘09 Forester LL Bean     ..................Auto., Sunroof, Leather, Gold, 14864A..........$14,995
‘03 Forester X     ....................Manual, Full Power, Only 49K, Blue, 14726A ............$6,995

SUBARU LEGACYS / OUTBACKS
‘15 Outback Prem.  .................. Auto., Bluetooth,  All Weather, White, P5100..........$24,995
‘14 Outback Prem.  ............Automatic, Alloys, All Weather, Silver, 13638B ........$21,995
‘12 Legacy 3.6R  Ltd. ..........Auto., Moonroof, Leather, 41K, Black, 14422A ........$18,995
‘12 Outback 3.6R  Ltd. ......Automatic, Moonroof, Leather, Silver, 14512A ........$16,995
‘13 Legacy  Prem. ..................Automatic, Alloys, All Weather, Blue, 14570A  ........$14,995
‘10 Legacy 3.6R  Ltd. ..........Automatic, Moonroof, Leather, Black, 14422A ........$12,995

SUBARU IMPREZAS / CROSSTREKS 
‘15 Crosstrek Prem. .... Automatic, All Weather, Full Power, Khaki, P5128 ........$21,995
‘13 Impreza Prem. .......... Automatic, All Weather, Full Power, Red, P5121 ........$15,995
‘11 Impreza 2.5i .................................. Automatic, Full Power, Grey, 14815A ........$13,995
‘09 Impreza 2.5i ...................................... Manual, Full Power, Red, 14950A ..........$7,995

**0  
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by matt Simonette

Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, on May 
12, met with a coalition of 20 HIV/AIDS lead-
ers and experts. The meeting took place at the 
Hillary for America campaign headquarters in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Policies Clinton has outlined during her 
campaign are capping out-of-pocket pharma-
ceutical expenses for people with HIV/AIDS; 
protecting those with HIV/AIDS from discrimi-
nation, which includes reviewing and reforming 
outdated HIV criminalization laws; increasing 
the investments in HIV/AIDS research; and 
expanding the use of HIV prevention medica-
tions, including PrEP.

Among those at the meeting was Ramon Gar-
denhire, vice president of policy for the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago (AFC). He said that he 
was particularly impressed with Clinton’s “nu-
anced understanding” of HIV policy. Gardenhire 
also mentioned that she spoke of “full imple-
mentation” of the Affordable Care Act as well, 
one of the effects of which would be cutting 
down on financially onerous co-pays for per-
sons using HIV medications.

Activists have requested the meetings with 
candidates, and have also asked them to ap-
point campaign advisors on HIV/AIDS issues; 
announce a commitment to eliminating HIV/
AIDS by 2025; and support an increase in fund-

ing to the global PEPFAR program by at least 
$2 billion dollars per year by 2020, according 
to a May 8 statement from the organization 
Housing Works.

“As a young, Black gay man, I want to un-
derscore the importance of our elected officials 
truly understanding the unique challenges fac-
ing LGBT people, and today’s conversation with 
Secretary Clinton was a welcome opportunity,” 
said Noël Gordon Jr., senior program specialist 
for HIV prevention and health equality at the 
HRC (Human Rights Campaign) Foundation, in 
a May 12 statement. “When one in two Black 
gay men in America will be diagnosed with 
HIV in their lifetime, and where the rate of 
HIV among transgender women is shockingly 
high, we must confront the ways stigma and 
discrimination keep LGBT people from getting 
tested or treated for HIV. I believe we will have 
a full partner in our work if Secretary Clinton is 
in the White House.”

Clinton’s rival for the Democratic nomina-
tion, Bernie Sanders, had a similar meeting 
scheduled with advocates on May 3 in India-
napolis, but it was cancelled, much to the ire 
of stakeholders. According to reports, howev-
er, the Sanders campaign has rescheduled its 
meeting for Wed., May 25, in California. 

“I am humbled and heartened that the can-
didates are engaging this issue,” Gardenhire 
said. “I hope that this is just the beginning.”
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Study: Bi women at
higher risk for
suicide, depression

A new study from researchers at Drexel 
University has found that young bisexual 
women score significantly higher on a survey 
measuring current suicidal thought than the 
lesbian and heterosexual counterparts.

The study, published in the Journal of Ado-
lescent Health, analyzed responses from a 
survey distributed by primary care physicians 
to over 2,500 young people ages 14 to 24, 
dividing them by sexual orientation and mea-
suring factors such as substance use, depres-
sion, anxiety and suicidal ideation.

Lead author Annie Shearer said that les-
bian respondents were “actually no more at 
risk” than straight women regarding said 
factors, adding the result “may reflect an 
increasing societal acceptance of same-sex 
attraction and relationships.”

The study is in the Journal of Adolescent 
Health.

The results are in line with past stud-
ies, such as one Windy City Times ran Jan. 
21, 2015 (WindyCityMediaGroup.com/lgbt/
Study-Bisexual-women-face-poorer-mental-
health/50273.html) that found bisexual 
women experienced poorer mental health 
than lesbians—and that both were worse 
off than heterosexual women in England and 
Wales.

hillary clinton with human rights campaign President chad Griffin last october.
Photo by Judy G. Rolfe

Clinton meets with
Hiv/AidS activists
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So long as you are a resident of and main-
tain assets in Illinois, should you die 
without a will, the Illinois legislature has 
already determined who receives your real 
and personal estate. 
 Depending on the relationship and le-
gal status of your family, however, a for-
mal estate plan directing how your assets 
are distributed can assure those you care 
most about receive your assets upon your 
death. 
 Because of the unique circumstances 
and relationships within the LGBT commu-
nity, it may be particularly important to 
establish an estate plan to ensure finan-
cial security for those that depend on you. 
Thankfully, there are a number of docu-
ments an experienced estate planner can 
prepare to ensure your medical and finan-
cial needs are protected if you are unable 
to manage them due to disability or death. 
A well-prepared estate plan will also give 

your family and loved ones, instead of the 
courts, more control over your healthcare 
and finances.   
 One part of an estate plan is a Power of 
Attorney, which allows a person (the prin-
cipal) to delegate to another person (the 
agent) the power to make decisions for 
the principal under certain circumstances. 
It also allows for the principal to decide 
in advance who will handle their financial 
and or medical affairs if they are not able 
to act on their own.
 This may be important if there is ever a 
time in your life when you can’t make de-
cisions for yourself because of your age or 
disability. Illinois allows for both a Power 
of Attorney for Property and Power of At-
torney for Health Care. A Power of Attorney 
for Property allows the agent to make de-
cisions for the principal regarding assets, 
finances, bank accounts, and other types 
of property including real estate. A Power 
of Attorney for Health Care gives the agent 
the power to make health care decisions 
for the principal when the principal can-
not make decisions for himself or herself. 
A Power of Attorney can be durable, mean-
ing the agent has the authority to make 

decisions on behalf of the principal from 
the moment of execution, or springing, in 
which some event, such as a medical find-
ing by a physician, must occur in order for 
the agent to be able to act pursuant to 
the Power of Attorney. A Power of Attor-
ney is an important part of any estate plan 
as it can save your family and loved ones 
the burden of having to make financial or 
healthcare decision without knowing your 
wishes.  
 In addition to a Power of Attorney, es-
tate plans should employ a will and, de-
pending on the amount of assets, a trust. 
A will is a document that sets forth who 
will inherit which of your property upon 
your death. A will also directs who will 
serve as Executor of your probate estate to 
collect and transfer your assets pursuant 
to your will.
 Because a will must be filed with the 
court and pass through probate, carrying 

out the instructions 
of an elaborate will 
may be a lengthy and 
expensive process 
and the people who 
receive your property 
may experience a de-
lay in the receipt of 
your assets. In order 
to avoid the expense 
and time of probate, 
many estate plans 
rely on a pour-over 
will into a trust. A 
pour-over will is cre-
ated to pour your 
assets over and into 
your trust by direct-
ing that the property 
in your estate at the 

time of your death will be distributed to 
the Trustee of your trust.  
 A trust is a fiduciary arrangement which 
allows the trustee to hold and distribute 
assets on behalf of the beneficiaries. Ac-
cordingly, after the will pours your assets 
into your trust, the trustee will be respon-
sible for distributing your assets in accor-
dance with the terms of your trust. Impor-
tantly, the pour-over will into trust should 
normally eliminate the need for probate 
and the associated cost and time. Allow-
ing a trustee to control your assets pursu-
ant a trust, which is not filed with a court, 
also provides a level of independence and 
privacy to both you and your loved ones. 
 An experienced estate planning attor-
ney can ensure that those you care most 
about are provided for in the event of an 
unexpected disability or death. Estate 
planning is a very personal process and an 
important part of planning for you as well 
as your family and loved ones. If you are 
interested in learning more about how to 
ensure financial security for you and your 
family, please feel free to contact any of 
Clark Hill’s experienced estate planning at-
torneys. 

christopher S. hopkins is an associate in the litigation practice group at clark 
hill Plc. christopher helps individuals, families and closely held business own-
ers plan for and resolve difficult transitions of wealth, businesses, and real 
property.

relationships & 
the law Today

by chriStoPher S. hoPKinS, eSq.

Estate Planning 101: The Must Haves

“Because of the unique circumstances and 
relationships within the LGBT community, 
it may be particularly important to 
establish an estate plan to ensure 
financial security for those that depend 
on you. Thankfully, there are a number of 
documents an experienced estate planner 
can prepare to ensure your medical and 
financial needs are protected if you are 
unable to manage them due to disability 
or death.”
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Brian had his HIV under control 

with medication. But smoking with 

HIV caused him to have serious 

health problems, including a 

stroke, a blood clot in his lungs 

and surgery on an artery in his 

neck. Smoking makes living with 

HIV much worse. You can quit.

CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 

#CDCTips

HIV alone  
didn’t cause the 
clogged artery  
in my neck.  
Smoking with  
HIV did.
Brian, age 45, CaliforniaBrian, age 45, California

HIV alone  
didn’t cause the 
clogged artery  
in my neck.  
Smoking with  
HIV did.

1.577 pt

http://www.cdc.gov/tips
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by liSa Keen
Keen neWS Service

The National Center for Transgender Equality 
called it “one of the biggest victories of the 
transgender community ever,” referring to the 
May 13 announcement by the U.S. Departments 
of Education and Justice that discrimination 
against transgender students violates a federal 
law against sex discrimination.

But last week saw two additional historic vic-
tories for transgender people, as well as one 
somewhat stilted step forward on sexual orien-
tation discrimination in health care.

In one, DOJ announced, on May 9, that it 
would sue the state of North Carolina, and 
perhaps cut federal funding to its schools and 
highways, if the state implements a new law 
restricting the use of public restrooms by trans-
gender people.

In the other, the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) issued regulations 
May 13, stating that the Affordable Care Act’s 
prohibition on sex discrimination in health 
coverage and care includes a prohibition on 
discrimination based on gender identity. 

All three developments received widespread 
media attention. And while national LGBT legal 
and political groups hailed the advancements, 
several governors promised a fight on at least 
two of the issues.

In a much less noticed development, the HHS 
guidelines declined to take a position that the 

ACA’s prohibition on discrimination based on 
sex includes sexual orientation. Instead, it said 
it would cover instances “where the evidence 
establishes that the [sexual orientation] dis-
crimination is based on gender stereotypes.” 

Human Rights Campaign spokesman Stephen 
Peters said May 13 that, while HRC is “disap-
pointed that the regulation does not provide 
sufficient clarity” around sexual orientation 
discrimination, the prohibition around sex ste-
reotyping “will provide significant protections” 
for LGBT people.

Shannon Minter of the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights concurred, saying the rule “rec-
ognizes that sexual orientation discrimination 

is inherently based on gender stereotypes, so 
we view it as providing comprehensive protec-
tion.”

The metaphorical truckload of legal devel-
opments around rights for transgender people 
came in three major areas: education, health 
and public accommodations.

—In education: The Departments of Edu-
cation and Justice issued to schools a “Dear 
Colleague Letter on Transgender Students” 
on what existing federal laws require of the 
schools receiving federal funding. The admin-
istration prepared the letter in response to an 
“increasing number of questions” from schools 
about what Title IX (prohibiting sex discrimi-
nation) of the Education Amendments Act re-
quires. 

The departments’ letter says Title IX “en-
compasses discrimination based on a student’s 
gender identity….” It identifies four areas in 
which schools should make efforts to ensure 
that transgender students have equal access to 
educational programs: ensuring a safe environ-
ment free of harassment; showing respect for 
the student’s gender identity “even if their ed-
ucational records or identification documents 
indicate a different sex”; allowing transgender 
students to use the restrooms and locker rooms 
and single-sex classrooms consistent with 
their gender identity; and ensuring the privacy 
rights of transgender students are protected.

—In health care: The Department of Health 
and Human Services published in the Federal 
Register the final regulations for implementa-
tion of a provision of the 2010 Affordable Care 
Act that prohibits discrimination in certain 
health programs and activities. The provision, 
known as Section 1557, prohibits discrimina-
tion in health care on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, and disability. 

The HHS rules state that discrimination 
based on “gender identity” is a form of dis-
crimination based on sex. The final regulations 
define “gender identity” as “an individual’s in-
ternal sense of gender” and note that this “may 
be male, female, neither, or a combination of 
male and female.” And they define “transgen-
der identity” to be when gender identity is dif-
ferent from the person’s physical sex attributes 
at birth.

The final regulations cover many issues, in-
cluding abortion, religious exemptions, and 
tribal health plans and allows private lawsuits 
to remedy violations. And it covers all health 
care delivery entities –including doctors— that 
receive federal funding, including Medicaid and 
Medicare dollars. 

The final rules go into effect July 18, but 
health plans have until January 1 to put the 
changes into effect.

—In public accommodations: As reported 
early last week, the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice announced it would sue North Carolina and 
do “everything we can to protect [transgender 
people] going forward.” U.S. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch made the announcement just 
hours after North Carolina Governor Pat Mc-
Crory said his state was filing a lawsuit asking 
a federal court to declare valid House Bill 2 
(HB2). The law, passed in March, requires peo-
ple use public restrooms based on the gender 
indicated by their birth certificate.

HB2 also limits local non-discrimination laws 
to protected categories included in the state 
law (which does not protect against sexual ori-
entation or gender identity discrimination). 

Walking some very narrow lines
In explaining its final regulations concerning 

non-discrimination under the Affordable Care 
Act, HHS noted that “Some religious organi-
zations … strongly supported a religious ex-
emption, arguing that faith-based health care 
providers and employers would be substantially 
burdened if required to provide or refer for, or 
purchase insurance covering, particular servic-
es such as gender transition services.” 

HHS noted that “none” of these religious 
organizations “asserted that there would be a 

religious basis for generally refusing to treat 
LGBT individuals.”  Instead, they said “particu-
lar services, such as services related to gender 
transition…are inconsistent with their reli-
gious beliefs.” 

HHS noted that its final regulations do not 
displace existing federal law, such as the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act, with respect to 
religious beliefs. While Section 1557 does not 
contain a blanket religious exemption, says the 
rule, “Claims under RFRA” would be examined 
on a “case-by-case basis.”

 HHS noted that “many” people and orga-
nizations that commented on the proposed 
regulations asked that the prohibition of dis-
crimination on the basis of sex include dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
Others, it said, argued against that. HHS said 
that it supports inclusion of sexual orientation 
“as a matter of policy.” It noted that the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Price Waterhouse v. 
Hopkins held that it was unlawful sex discrimi-
nation to treat a person differently based on 
his or her “failure to conform to gender-based 
stereotypes about how men or women should 
present themselves or behave.” 

HHS specifically declined to say whether 
discrimination based on “sexual orientation 
alone”—absent discrimination based on gen-
der stereotyping— is sex discrimination under 
the ACA’s 1557.

The Human Rights Campaign said last No-
vember it delivered more than 13,000 com-
ments from its members and supporters about 
the proposed new regulations. HRC noted 
then that it was concerned the rules did not 
adequately protect against sexual orientation 
discrimination. 

Lambda Legal Senior Counsel Jenny Pizer 
said that, while the HHS guidelines are “leav-
ing for a future day whether sexual orientation 
discrimination per se is sex discrimination,” it 
indicated “that further guidance may well be 
forthcoming” as additional case law develops. 

“Our view is that the protection afforded 
by the final rule released [Friday] is robust, 
legally solid, and will be a powerful tool for 
challenging—and deterring— discrimination,” 
said Pizer. “It will make a transformative dif-
ference as a practical matter. The key is in the 
definition of ‘sex stereotypes’ which says:  ‘Sex 
stereotypes also include gendered expectations 
related to the appropriate roles of a certain 
sex.’”

LGBTQ Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defend-
ers attorney Jennifer Levi noted that “lots of 
groups and individuals” have been working 
with federal agencies on transgender issues for 
“many years.” 

But for many in the general public, the is-
sue is somewhat new. The Washington Post 
reported May 15 that dictionary searches of 
the word transgender “spiked more than 600 
percent” on May 13 and is now at the top of 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary’s list of top trend-
ing searches. The dictionary says the word has 
been in use since 1970.

©2016 Keen news Service. all rights re-
served.

obama installs major
policy about trans restroom
access in public schools

Chicago academy
names school head
 The board of trustees of The Chicago 
Academy for the Arts has named Academy 
Principal Jason Patera head of school, ef-
fective May 31.
 Mary Deissler, president from January 
2015 to the present, has accepted the 
position of president/CEO of the Charlotte 
(N.C.) Symphony Orchestra.
 A jazz pianist and drummer, Patera is a 
summa cum laude graduate of Berklee Col-
lege of Music, holds a masters degree in 
educational leadership and has been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion for excellence in teaching.

There’s a reason the word “LOVE” is 
used in tennis. It’s because tennis is 
not so much a sport as it is a passion. 
And you can learn it in no time at 
Midtown Athletic Club.

Learn to play
®

6 LESSONS 3 WEEKS $99
STARTS JUNE 4

Register at midtown.com/tnt

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1 @windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

http://www.midtown.com/tnt
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by matt Simonette
 
The Obama administration, on May 13, released 
guidelines directing public schools to allow 
transgender students to use the restroom fa-
cilities matching their gender identity.

The directive follows weeks of debate around 
the issue, which is visibly playing out in Chi-
cago and surrounding suburban areas. Chicago 
Public Schools already updated its 2014 guide-
lines about transgender students, for example, 
while conservative activists filed a lawsuit on 
behalf of 51 area families against the federal 
government and Township High School District 
211 over their 2015 resolution to a discrimina-
tion complaint that allowed a transgender stu-
dent access to the girls’ changing and restroom 
facilities. The guidelines are not binding, but 
suggest that districts not following them do 
so to the peril of their Title IX adherence and, 
consequently, federal funding.

Myles Brady, individual giving officer for 
Howard Brown Health, lauded the guidelines.

“It’s been a great week for the trans com-
munity in America,” Brady said. “We know that 
separate is not equal, and we know that Presi-
dent Obama believes that and stands with us.”

Obama “really understands that expanding 
the rights of one group is not taking rights 
away from any other group,” added Kim Hunt, 
executive director of Pride Action Tank. “This 
really takes the country a step in the right di-
rection. The Right has been playing into peo-
ple’s fears and misunderstandings, and I think 
that it’s very powerful that the Obama admin-
istration is pushing through all that.”

Ed Yohnka, director of public policy and com-
munications for ACLU Illinois, said, “This is a 
great day not just for transgender students, but 

for students across the country.”
ACLU Illinois represented the transgender 

student against in her initial push to be al-
lowed to use the girls’ facilities last year. 
Yohnka added, “It’s wonderful that the admin-
istration acknowledged this issue, and pro-
vided a roadmap that shows how districts can 
do this, while being both inclusive and non-
disruptive.”

In a statement, Owen Daniel-McCarter, policy 
and advocacy director for Illinois Safe Schools 
Alliance, praised Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch speech on the issue, predicting that it 
“will surely go down in history. In it, she spoke 
directly to the transgender community, ‘We see 
you.  We stand with you.  And we will do ev-
erything we can to protect you going forward.’ 
This letter is the definitive action behind her 
powerful words. 

“And to echo Attorney General Lynch’s senti-
ment, we at the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance 
want to say to all transgender and gender 
expansive students, we are here for you. You 
inspire us every day to keep fighting. To Alex 
McCray, Student A, Gavin Grimm, Nicole Maine, 
Coy Mathis, and all of the other students who 
are fighting every day, your resilience is chang-

ing the world.  Without your willingness to 
fight, we would not be where we are today.”

Hunt said that, while the new development 
was a great stride forward, supporters of the 
transgender students could expect pushback 
from the right, adding, “Every time one group’s 
rights are expanded, opponent groups want to 
chip away at something else.”

Yohnka concurred, noting, “The ‘antis’ are 
always looking for a toehold, but that doesn’t 
slow the march towards equality. There’s a lot 
of good work being done on this issue.”

“As an African-American man, I’ve been there 
before,” said Brady. “After our civil rights were 
advanced, there was pushback. But we’re going 
to push back too, because we know right is 
right. I say, ‘Bring it on.’”

Chicagoans react to
transgender guidelines

myles brady.
Photo courtesy of brady

Teacher comes out 
as trans at 
Catholic school  

In San Francisco, teacher Gabriel Boden-
heimer has come out as transgender at Mercy, 
a Catholic high school—and, in a rare devel-
opment, will be allowed to remain there.

Sister Laura Reicks—president of the 
16-state region of the Sisters of Mercy West 
Midwest Community—said the decision to 
retain Bodenheimer aligns with Pope Francis’ 
message of mercy and of treating every per-
son with dignity.

In a statement, Francis DeBernardo—ex-
ecutive director of the pro-LGBT organiza-
tion New Ways Ministry—said, “This decision 
stands as a beacon of hope in the midst of 
the terrible darkness of the recent trend of 
firing LGBT employees from Catholic institu-
tions.

“We applaud, too, the courage of English 
Department chair and teacher Gabriel Stein-
Bodenheimer for honoring his gender iden-

tity, as well to his commitment to educate 
students in the Mercy tradition. His personal 
example will be a most powerful lesson to 
all in the school’s community, especially be-
cause his decision involved a large degree of 
risk.”

italy approves
civil unions 

After a protracted legislative battle, Italy’s 
parliament approved same-sex civil unions 
and gave some rights to unmarried opposite-
sex couples on May 11.

With the development, Italy is the last ma-
jor Western country to legally recognize gay 
and lesbian couples.

The Catholic Church was among those op-
posing the measure. 

In addition, the new measure ensures that 
cohabiting unmarried couples—whether 
same- or opposite-sex—get the right to be 
treated as each other’s next of kin if one 
partner takes ill, dies or is imprisoned.

For art lovers & beer enthusiasts, fashionistas 
& foodies, Milwaukee’s full of fun, memorable ways to 

enjoy the summer. Whether rocking out

5710   •  VISIT MILWAUKEE   •   WINDY CITY TIMES  •  10” X 6.625”

at summer festivals, sharing inventive small plates, 
or touring a brewery, there’s always something to celebrate. 
You’ll fi nd it easy here.  visitmilwaukee.org/windycity

http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/windycity
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a concert pianist on his grand piano. He was 
gentle, kind, funny. Everything about him was 
just wonderful.”
 After going out together for a year, Maire 
went over to Horvich’s home for dinner.
 “We decided it was time,” Horvich said. “We 
wanted to get to know each other intimately. 
So we called up and told the guys we weren’t 
coming to the meeting. We don’t know for sure 
but they probably all applauded and said, ‘It’s 
about time those two got together.’ Greg spent 
the night and it was lovely. I had got to know 
him emotionally and intellectually. Up until 
that night, I’d just lie under the piano while he 
played Chopin or we would exchange backrubs. 
There was an easy equality to it.”
 Aware of his bisexuality, Maire’s wife had 
been initially tolerant of his relationship with 
Horvich. That began to change as the men 
grew closer.
 “She became more possessive and didn’t want 
to share him,” Horvich said. “I was trying to 
be understanding and supportive but, at one 
point, I said, ‘Greg we can’t live like this any-
more’ and we broke up.”
 Maire left his wife in order to sort out his 
feelings and moved in with a friend.
 “After two weeks he decided that he needed 
the love of a man more than he needed the 
love of a woman,” Horvich said. “He would ex-
plain to me that it wasn’t so much I [Michael] 
had won and she lost, but that he had decided 
in his own favor.”
 Yet, even at a time when co-habitation was 
more of an instant relationship prerequisite, 
neither of them rushed into anything. Horv-
ich continued teaching. Maire began to work 
for the Chicago-based mental illness advocacy 
nonprofit Thresholds.
 While serving more in a managerial capacity, 
Maire held a degree in architecture and helped 
the organization design some of their halfway 
houses. It inspired him to go back to school, 
complete his exams as an architect and, even-
tually, start his own business.
 “We both wanted to be sure we had learned 
from our previous relationships,” Horvich said. 
“At first we lived across the street from each 
other in Boystown. After seven years together, 
we bought a house in Evanston.”
 Their lives combined into a rare harmony 
through the rise of gay liberation and HIV/
AIDS, the fight against the Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA) and the struggle for equality. While 
they stayed involved in social services and as 
advocates at organizations like Gay Horizons 
(now Center on Halsted), as a couple they were 
undamaged. Despite the world which raged 
around them like a violent typhoon, they re-
mained insulated by perfect love.
 There were always arguments, some of them 
caused by each man wanting to assume the po-
sition of head of the household, but there was 
nothing that was outside the realm of compro-
mise.
 “He was very stick-like with his emotions, 
with his behavior and how he lived his life,” 
Horvich explained. “I was very sponge-like. 
Over time, he became more of the sponge, and 
I became more of the stick. He was always 
calm. He would never allow himself to worry 
unnecessarily. We grew in parallel with respect, 
discussion, communication and negotiation. It 
was just a beautiful blending. We would always 
say that our roles changed at a moment’s no-
tice. He loved to cook. I liked to shop. At a cer-
tain point, we would negotiate and he would 
do the shopping.”
 “We talked all the time,” Horvich added. “We 
never assumed anything. We learned how to 
apologize more quickly. Having a relationship 
means giving up a part of yourself and holding 
the other person’s feelings in mind in almost 
everything you do. You can’t always win. ”
 One day, Maire was just beginning to play 
Chopin Ballade Number One Opus 23 on his 
piano. 
 “He called me in to say ‘Michael I want you 
to hear this.’ He played several bars and it was 
gorgeous.”

 

Horvich suggested that Maire try to learn it in 
its entirety. “He proceeded to learn the piece 
from beginning to end over a period of five 
years,” Horvich said. “I would lay on the sofa 
while he was practicing. To me the sound of 
piano music cannot speak to me anymore on 
what home was about.”
 Horvich does not think the word “soulmates” 
is adequate enough to describe them. “We 
lived many lives together in different forms,” 
he said. “We were always demonstrative of our 
love. Everyone who came into our home recog-
nized it. People who would come and visit us 
would say how comfortable it was, how quiet. 
That’s just how our relationship was.”
 After Horvich retired from teaching, the cou-
ple went on a fall trip to Vermont. It was there 
that they held their civil union.
 Horvich handed Windy City Times a photo-
graph of Maire. It was taken backstage when 
the two were volunteering at the Lyric Opera. 
One could tell that Gregory was an instantly 
likeable man. He was wearing a black shirt, a 
pair of gracefully sympathetic eyes and a mod-
est smile. On the back of the portrait was the 
Hölderlin poem.

“Behold! The lovelier blue of heaven is gath-
ered in my friend’s eye and from his unclouded 
brow beams highborn fidelity. More brightly it 
is … . Where good men love one another, joy 
dwells ever and …”

 Horvich took a deep breath and steadied him-
self to relive the past 12 years.
 “We had our second home in Evanston and 
Greg’s firm was doing really well,” he said. “He 
was designing homes in Lake Forest, Glencoe 
and Highland Park—even as far as Saudi Ara-
bia. He was playing his piano and loving life. 
I was retired so I was running his business. 
One night, I came home from a rehearsal at 
the Lyric and Greg had taken a nap. He woke 
up very confused. He didn’t know what year 
it was. He didn’t know his parents had passed 
away. I asked him who the president was and 
he replied ‘Bush!’ He hated Bush so much that 
I guess the feeling was strong enough for him 
to remember.”
 Concerned that Maire had suffered a stroke, 
Horvich took him straight to an emergency 
room.
 The following day, Maire was diagnosed with 
Transient Global Amnesia—a sudden but tem-
porary memory loss.
 “Usually you get over it 100 percent,” Hor-
vich said. “But I was keeping a closer eye on 
things. I noticed that, all of a sudden, things 
in the firm weren’t going so well. Greg is very 
confident, always on time, always dressed im-
peccably but then he started to forget an ap-
pointment, or he’d go to a meeting not dressed 

appropriately for it. There was enough going 
on that I decided we needed to take a total 
look.”
 After a full battery of tests, Maire was told 
that he had Alzheimer’s dementia.
 He was 55 years old.
 “The gut reaction was that both of us started 
crying,” Horvich said. “In some ways we were 
relieved by the diagnosis because now we un-
derstood what was going on, but I mean you 
are just dumbfounded. We didn’t know what to 
do and we were worried about the future. At 
that point in time, not a lot was known about 
the disease. So we went home, did some think-
ing and research on how we were going to deal 
with this. I don’t think we knew how rocky the 
road would get but we never had any doubt 
that we would be able to survive it together.”
 At first, they reorganized the business and 
took steps to protect themselves legally. “For 
instance Greg couldn’t stamp the [architec-
tural] drawings anymore,” Horvich explained. 
“Then he would be responsible if there was 
a problem with the building. What we really 
wanted to do was close the business and spend 
what time we had left with each other.”
 Characteristic of both men, they ensured that 
their employees all landed on their feet and 
that none of the clients were left hanging in 
the middle of a project.
 The couple moved into the Evanston condo-
minium and set about travelling the world as 
much as they could. They relished each mo-
ment together as if they were enjoying a divine 
banquet for the first and only time.  
 The piano was sold. It was Greg’s decision.
 “He really couldn’t play the piano the way he 
wanted to,” Horvich recalled. “So he had all 
these albums and he said ‘I can always listen to 
CDs and enjoy my music that way.’ It was such 
a centered decision. But as decisions like this 
had to continue, I grieved for 12 years. Every 
little loss. It was OK though because we had 
each other.”

“Behold! Heaven … friend’s eye … beam … 
written there … good men love one another, 
ever and. ...”

 “For some people, one of the things that 
happens with Alzheimer’s is that it puts up a 
buffer so that the person who has it doesn’t 
realize the changes that are happening,” Horv-
ich explained. “At a certain level, Greg did un-
derstand the changes. We’d get together with 
friends and he’d tell them, ‘I’m fine. This Al-
zheimer’s just isn’t as bad as I thought it would 
be.’ But I was dying inside.”
 Horvich and Maire changed their expectations 
as Alzheimer’s progressed. As Maire began to 
lose his ability to communicate—something 
which had been the foundation of their lives 
together—Horvich took to writing. He put to-
gether an almost 30-page essay entitled “Our 
Story” and started a blog that he called “Mi-
chael Horvich Cares about Alzheimer’s.”
 “I wasn’t able to sit down with Greg anymore 
and process and talk, so I started talking to my 
computer,” he said. “Alzheimer’s is not just a 
memory problem. That is the least of the wor-
ries. What starts to happen is all cognitive pro-
cesses start to slow down, disappear, come and 
go at will.”
 As an example of its progression, Horvich re-
called Greg’s preternatural and adored ability 
to cook intricate, multi-course meals.
 “He could do that less and less,” Horvich 
said. “So slowly I started helping him. I be-
came more of the chef and he became more of 
the sous chef. Slowly, he couldn’t do that any-
more either. So he would just sit at the coun-
ter while I prepared dinner and then he would 
clean up afterwards. He would get frustrated 
and angry that he couldn’t cook but he also 
realized that at least I was there and we would 
do the best we could together. Whatever he felt 
was always appropriately tempered.”
 Seven years into Alzheimer’s and Maire could 
no longer clean up or even empty the dish-
washer. “The whole thought process was too 
confusing and frustrating,” Horvich said. “So I 
said, ‘Why don’t I do it? That’s OK’.”

 It was the same situation with the breakfast 
trays. Maire always took great pride in putting 
together a complicated morning meal.
 “He wasn’t able to do that anymore,” Horvich 
said. “So I would lay out the tray for him and 
he would fill in the details. When he wasn’t 
able to do that, I would put breakfast together 
for him. When he couldn’t navigate on the 
computer to a news page, we ordered a news-
paper to be delivered. The goal was always to 
be as creative as I could to compensate. To 
keep Greg at a place where he was happy and 
safe and felt good, needed and part of the re-
lationship.”
 During those rare moments when Maire lost 
his even-keel attitude, the couple would cry 
together and rock themselves to sleep.
 Horvich stressed that he never wanted to 
simply assume that Maire had lost abilities on 
any given day. He created a graph in the air to 
demonstrate the progression of the disease to 
Windy City Times.
 “The losses are like this,” he said moving his 
finger up and down in peaks and valleys. “I 
was constantly monitoring his abilities in rela-
tion to the knowledge that one day he could do 
something, the next day, he could approach it 
but not get it done well. The next day it would 
be okay. Then the next day it would be worse 
and then maybe it would disappear. Then it 
would come back and be okay again. But then 
it would get worse and then extinguish itself. I 
was always aware of this trajectory.”
 As careful as he was, there were still moments 
when Horvich lost his patience. “Greg would 
look at a knife and fork and not know how to 
use it,” he said. “I was frustrated at first but 
I learned quickly and I started making finger 
food.”
 When Maire could no longer recognize the 
signs of needing to go to the bathroom, Hor-
vich would gently remind him every couple of 
hours to try. “Then it would get to the point 
where he would take a dump and he didn’t 
know whether he was finished or not,” he said. 
“Sometimes I would have to wipe for him. 
That’s what happens when you love someone.”
 Horvich tried to prepare himself for every 
eventuality, every loss except one—that Maire 
might lose the ability to express his love. For 
the first time during the interview with Windy 
City Times, Horvich lost his composure and be-
gan to sob.
 “What was hardest was thinking that he 
would forget my name,” he said. “Once I got 
really angry at him and said, ‘Do you even 
know my name?’ The nature of Alzheimer’s is 
that it presents itself in ways that are so crazy, 
that when you’re experiencing it, you don’t 
even know how to think about what’s happen-
ing. I helped myself through therapy, through 
friends, I learned how to cry myself to sleep 
silently so I would not wake Greg up.”
 Eventually, Horvich began to hire companions 
from Northwestern University. He developed 
the application form, an explanation of their 
responsibilities and a questionnaire.
 Although Horvich and Maire tried to maintain 
their old lives—enjoying restaurants or nights 
at the Lyric—eventually. the challenges sur-
mounted the joys.
 Horvich compensated where he could. Thanks 
to a neighbor in their building, Maire was able 
to express himself through painting. 
 As 2014 began, Alzheimer’s progression in-
tensified.
 “I was getting him dressed and he got an-
gry with me,” Horvich said. “It was escalating 
quickly and I was really frightened. I had to 
call 911. Two paramedics, two firemen and po-
licemen arrived. When Greg saw them all, he re-
laxed because he knew they were there to help. 
I had turned into the devil. Greg was terrified 
of me. He didn’t want to be near me. While this 
was painful, I knew it was Alzheimer’s talking, 
not Greg.”
 Horvich also realized that Maire could not 
stay at home anymore. He contacted the Li-
eberman Center—a senior healthcare facility in 
Skokie. 
 “Greg never once asked why I was sending 

Turn to page 30

Enduring from cover

Gregory maire.
Photo courtesy of 
Michael Horvich
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by matt Simonette

Scott Ammarell says that housing is an issue 
that has long been a passion of his.

“One of the things I’ve learned is the neces-
sity of having a roof over your head,” said Am-
marell, who, for many years, was a counsel for 
Chicago Housing Authority (CHA). On May 4, 
Chicago House and Social Services Agency an-
nounced that Ammarell would be its new CEO, 
replacing the Rev. Stan Sloan, who will be leav-
ing the organization at the end of June.

“When I found out that Stan was leaving, I 
was very interested in finding out whether I 
was a good fit for this position, because I have 
a passion for this community and a passion for 
housing,” Ammarell recalled.

A native of Naperville, Illinois, Ammarell 
worked as counsel in the development and con-
struction industry before going to CHA.

“It’s so eye-opening to see the level of need, 
everywhere in the community,” he said. “Not 
just in the LGBT community either. We’d open 
waitlists with 30,000 or 40,000 slots on them, 
and we’d get 300,000 people applying for these 
slots.”

Ammarell said that a key lesson he learned 
working for CHA was that “all of the problems 
CHA deals with stem from maybe four or five 
percent of its clientele. The rest of them—95 
or 96 percent of the people—are just really 
trying to live their lives and get ahead. You 
realize what their struggles are. … I really in-
ternalized a lot of what they’re going through.”

While Ammarell was at CHA, the agency en-
forced a controversial federally mandated “one-
strike” policy that prescribed automatic evic-
tions for residents accused of criminal activity, 

including low-level drug offenses. Sometimes 
residents were threatened with eviction even 
if a guest or family member was accused—and 
not necessarily convicted—of wrongdoing. 
Critics charged that the policy was a means 
by which to clear residents from housing. Am-
marell denied that.

“The rule was always there, but I was in a po-
sition where I was able to see that a hard-and-
fast application of that rule could easily cre-
ate a hardship and unfair situation,” he said. 
“While I was chief legal officer, the CHA moved 
towards allowing people to move towards pro-
bation rather than losing their housing.”

Property managers were initially responsible 
for following through on evictions, Ammarell 
said. The process was brought in-house and 
carried out by CHA officials under his watch. 
He added, “It had been inconsistently applied. 
Towards the end of my tenure there, I worked 
very hard to make sure that the policy was 
consistently applied to everyone, to make sure 
that each person was able to take advantage of 
the probation rules if appropriate.”

He said he viewed rules like “one-strike” 
as being inappropriate for the work Chicago 
House does. “The better approach is seeing 
people where they’re at and work with them 
to get to a helpful, less-harmful place,” Am-
marell explained. “If residents are doing things 
that are self-destructive or getting them into 
trouble with the law, the idea is to assist them 
to get them to a better place, rather than just 
punish them for their infractions. Obviously, it 
will be situational, but I absolutely have no 
intention of trying to implement such a rule [at 
Chicago House].”

Ammarell was also active with Test Positive 
Aware Network (TPAN). “I joined the board 
there in 2010. One of the first things I did was 
to sign up for the Ride for AIDS. I thought that 
if I was going to learn more about the agency, 
one of the best ways to do it was jump in feet-
first,” he said. “With that, and serving on the 
board, I got a feel for what it takes to sustain 
an agency. Where does the money come from? 
Like Chicago House, it’s a combination of fund-
raising, grants and other financing.”

In the years ahead, Ammarell said, all social-
service organizations will face significant chal-
lenges, adding, “The availability of funding is 
changing, and the challenge is to change with 
it. … Having a specific project, and a specific 
thing to fund, is the way to go. It’s really be-
coming the focus of how funds are raised. The 

idea is to have a solid idea of a specific project 
and seek financing for that.”

He said it was too early for him to elaborate 
on these ideas, but added, “I can say, that’s 
consistent with what Chicago House does. If 
you look at the second word in its name—
‘house’—there are opportunities out there to 
enhance and expand the housing, and that’s 
one of the things I will focus on. … It’s going 
to take a lot of effort to make sure that the 
funding streams are there, and look for others. 
One of the things we did at CHA was making 
sure that there was a group of people always 
looking for funding opportunities,” he added.

Chicago House’s mission has evolved dra-
matically over the years. At its May 1 spring 
brunch, Sloan said that it had shifted from 
being about “loss and despair” to “hope and 
opportunity.”

Reflecting on the organization’s current 
work in HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention, 
Ammarell said, “I think there’s a real synergy 
between an organization like Chicago House 
and an organization like Howard Brown and 
others that operate medical facilities. I really 
would like to explore how we can take advan-
tage of that synergy, and how we can enhance 
what Howard Brown is doing and what Chicago 
House is doing. I absolutely think that there’s 
work to be done with respect to prevention as 
well. I find it amazing that there are people 
out there speaking negatively about PrEP. It 
just reminds me, that kind of antagonism is 
born out of naiveté and misinformation. … 
You have to be vigilant about making sure that 
people remain educated.”

He added that Chicago House has had one of 
“the best starts” in terms of its work with the 
transgender community. “I think it’s absolutely 
incredible what Chicago House has done. I 
think there will be opportunities to expand on 
that. As people are learning about trans people, 
and finding out about the odds they face—the 
discrimination, the lack of housing, the lack 
of job training and availability—you’re seeing 
people’s attitudes change and doors opening. 
… The work that has been done must continue, 
and will continue.”

incoming Chicago
House CEo looks ahead

chicago house ceo Scott ammarell.
Photo by Matt Simonette

Cannon honored as
community leader

Lori Cannon, founder of Open Hand/Chi-
cago and a staunch LGBT ally, was recently 
honored as a community leader by Fifth Third 
Bank at a breakfast program held at the Chi-
cago Cultural Center.

This is the sixth year Fifth Third Bank has 
honored community leaders for their work.

Open Hand has delivered, served or pre-
pared more than 15 million meals.

Each honoree will use his or her $5,300 do-
nation to help further a cause in which that 
person is involved, or help individuals or or-
ganizations in that individual’s community. 
Cannon has chosen to donate her contribu-
tion to Open Hand’s food budget.

lori cannon.
Photo from Cannon
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by matt Simonette 

After an initial postponement for this year, 
the Illinois Governor’s Prayer Breakfast, which 
has been an annual event since 1963, will take 
place May 26, according to reports. Among its 
hosts is an organization that opposed marriage 
equality.

The event was postponed because of the 
state’s ongoing budget crisis, though it does 
not receive state dollars. It was reinstated at 
the behest of Rauner’s office, according to the 
State Journal-Register, which also reported 
that hosts include Abundant Faith Christian 
Center in Springfield; One Nation Under God 
Foundation in Chicago; and the Illinois Execu-
tive Mansion Association.

One Nation Under God Foundation (ONUG) 
promotes voter education and registration 
amongst Christian religious communities, ac-
cording to its website.

Shortly after the U.S. Supreme Court legal-
ized same-sex marriage, ONUG embarked on 
an awareness campaign about the supposed 
legal dangers to religious communities, which 
Chairman Robert Vanden Bosch announced in 
conjunction with conservative activist Phyl-
lis Schlafly. The website warns that, in order 
to maintain internal cohesion about the issue 
within church communities, church leadership 
should teach “the pathology of [the] homo-

sexual lifestyle”; teach that “God can and will 
help people change”; and “teach people of the 
danger to our children of gay adoption, cus-
tody, or foster care.”

Vanden Bosch, who is also president of a 
group called Concerned Christian Americans, 
wrote accounts of the 2010 civil-union votes 
on the website of the anti-gay group Ameri-
cans for Truth About Homosexuality. He told 
the Journal-Register that the breakfast “is a 
faith initiative. It’s not something that’s politi-
cal. ... I believe that prayer could be used by 
the state of Illinois right now.”

Activist Rick Garcia said that he has been 
trying to speak with Rauner administration of-
ficials to make sure that there is, at the very 
least, a broad reflection of religious personnel 
present at the breakfast.

“I found out about this and I was con-
cerned,” Garcia said. “Not one of our governors 
has used this prayer breakfast as a platform for 
anti-gay bigots. There are numerous religious 
groups throughout the state. Illinois is not just 
fundamentalist Christians. At previous events, 
there have been Jews, Muslims, Catholics and 
Protestants.”

The Journal-Register said that the governor’s 
office was trying to find additional hosts for 
the event.

The Journal-Register’s article is at http://bit.
ly/1UZcYM6.
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Anti-gay organization
among gov. rauner’s
breakfast hosts

i2i hosts 
security event

On May 10, 23 people participated in a dis-
cussion on security and terror at the Uptown 
Library that Invisible to Invincible: Asian Pa-
cific Islander Pride of Chicago (i2i) hosted.  

Attendees questioned narratives about se-
curity in relation to the police, immigration 
enforcement, the Department of Homeland 
Security, profiling and the war on terror. Par-
ticipants talked about and imagined what 
safety was and could be that did not rely 
on violence, and learned about current cam-
paigns in Chicago to resist state violence.  

This was one of several events that queer 
and trans API (Asian/Pacific Islander) orga-
nizations hosted across the country as part 
of the National Queer Asian Pacific Islander 

Alliance’s #RedefineSecurity Week of Action. 
The event was also part of Chicago Commu-
nity Trust’s On The Table 2016.

Photo by Liz Thomson 

APi lgBTQ 
acceptance
workshop May 22

There will be an Asian/Pacific Islander 
(API) LGBTQ family-acceptance workshop 
on Sunday, May 22, at Lake View Lutheran 
Church, 835 W. Addison St., 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Speakers will include Marsha, the Japanese 
mother of a transgender son; Danny, the Fili-
pino father of a gay son; and Joanne, the 
Korean mother of a transgender son.

For more information, email hsiaofae@
gmail.com.

i2i members at #redefineSecurity event.
Photo by Liz Thomson
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MSRP: $14,095

LEASE FOR ONLY...
$159†

27
MIRAGE

IN STOCK!

Per month for 36 months. 
$2999 due at signing.

2015 OUTLANDER SPORT
MSRP: $22,145

LEASE FOR ONLY...
$199†

145
OUTLANDER 

SPORTS
IN STOCK!

Per month for 36 months. 
$2999 due at signing.

2016 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
MSRP: $22,995

LEASE FOR ONLY...
$219†

156
OUTLANDERS

IN STOCK!

Per month for 36 months. 
$2999 due at signing.

of original M.S.R.P.
Due to our spring inventory overstock, South Suburban Mitsubishi will sacrifice its profits on their entire new vehicle inventory in 
order to eliminate excess stock! During this event, trade-ins will be appraised at top Market Values and virtually all offers will be 

given consideration for final sale. Don’t wait for a better deal... THIS IS IT! OFFERS END 6/1/16! 

THIS OFFER IS GENUINE... NO GAMES - NO GIMMICKS!

40% OFF
*

All prices and payments plus tax, title, license and doc. fee. All applicable factory rebates applied.  †All advertised models are 36 month lease with $2,999 down. Taxes, license, title, doc fees extra. 12,000 mile per year allowance. With qualified credit thru MMCA. Residual value to be determined at lease signing. Pictures are for illustration 
purposes only. Offers for a limited time only. Prior sales ineligible. *40% off MSRP includes all applicable factory rebates and incentives available to all buyers on select models. Offers can not be combined. See dealer for details. ^0% x 84 mo. = $9.89 per $1000 financed. Available on new 2015 Outlander Sport models. Must qualify.

Based on 2015 Mitsubishi 
Motors reports.

0% APR x 84 MONTHS!^

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1 @windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com

http://www.southsuburbanmitsubishi.com
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A proud member and supporter of our community for over 20 years, no real 
estate broker in the city sells or gives back to our community as much as Brad.

BRAD LIPPITZ
3323 N. Broadway | Chicago, IL 60657 
980 N. Michigan Ave #900 | Chicago, IL 60611
773.404.1144
BLippitz@KoenigRubloff.com
BradLippitz.com

THE BRAD LIPPITZ GROUP presents May Featured Properties

Majestic 6-bedroom Vintage 
estate on a 65x254 lot on prized 
block in East Lakeview, steps from 
the Lake Shore Drive. Enormous 
suburban-sized yard, 3-car garage, 
exquisite details. $4,795,000

530 W HAWTHORN PL

Set on nearly three lots. Sprawling 
one-of-a-kind 4 bed, 4.5 ba 
modern estate exemplifies the best 
of inspired modern design. Gut-
renovated. Expansive enclosed 
yard and attached garage. 
$2,975,000

830 W BUENA AVE

Architecturally magnificent George 
W. Maher city estate set on nearly 
six lots, a half block from the lake. 
Grand, perfectly preserved interiors 
and extensively landscaped 
grounds. Breathtaking. $4,595,000

750 W HUTCHINSON ST

Move right in to this Gold Coast 
house, gut-renovated with the 
finest materials and timeless 
design, seamlessly meshes rich 
original detail, with modern day 
conveniences and luxuries. Lake 
views! $2,795,000

1302 N RITCHIE CT

A city-home like no other, this 
3-story, 6 bed, 4 full and 1 half 
bath home nestled in Southport 
Corridor/Blaine School District has 
a center-entry that allows for a 
gracious open floor plan, attached 
garage. $1,995,000

1343 W BYRON ST

Stunning 4500 square foot Pre-
War residence on high floor of full-
service building with breathtaking 
views of the lake and city. Garage 
parking included. $2,500,000

219 E LAKE SHORE DR 11AB

Proudly LGBT-owned and -operated
A pioneer in LGBT research, founded in 1992
NGLCC-Certified LGBT Owned Business Enterprise

Your information is confidential, used for research purposes only. 
You will not be contacted for marketing purposes.

LGBTsurvey.com

Making a Difference is Easy.

Grab a coffee 
take a survey,
Grab a coffee, 
take a survey,
change the world.

Take the 10th Annual 
LGBT Community Survey®

The television series Downton Abbey was 
enormously popular—and few people know 
that better than Lindsay Silk-Kremenak.
 For slightly more than a year, Silk-Kremenak 
has been the marketing manager at the 
River North’s Richard H. Driehaus Museum 
(DriehausMuseum.org), which is home to 
“Dressing Downton: Changing Fashion for 
Changing Times”—an exhibition that has 
proven so popular that its run time was 
extended from May 8 to May 29. (Another sign 
of the popularity is that all advance tickets 
have been sold.)
 “We’re sold out of advance tickets, so the 
only way you can get tickets is to walk into 
the museum,” Silk-Kremenak said, adding that 
some visitors even wear “Downton”-period 
gear. “We have a certain number set aside 
every 30 minutes. It’s at the point where, if 
people can’t see the exhibit, they’ll just sit 
down for the tea. This city is crazy for tea, and 
[it’s all] great for the museum. People become 
members after they leave because they didn’t 
know about us.”
 Silk-Kremenak grew up “in a very small town 
that’s north of Houston, Texas, called Conroe. 
I actually grew up on a Boy Scout ranch,” she 
said. She later went to Sam Houston State, 
where she majored in graphic design and 
advertising, while minoring in art history and 
English. Then, she obtained her master’s in 
museum studies online through the University 
of Oklahoma.

 As for what drew her to Chicago, Silk-
Kremenak said, “My now-wife and I took a 
vacation to Disney World. (Coming outside of 
Houston, you had to be very closeted.) It was 
interesting; we found we could be ourselves.” 
She added that they thought about moving to 
Orlando and New York (where the wife is from) 
before settling in the Windy City. “Friends 
told us not to be scared of the winters—plus, 
theater is very important to us,” she said. 
“We moved here pretty quickly; it scared our 
parents to death.”
 Regarding what she does outside of work, 

“we love going to shows,” she said. “We’re 
Broadway in Chicago subscribers.” 
 As how would she feel about a theatrical 
adaptation of Downton Abbey? “So if they did 
a theatrical version, it would have the cast 
members we have now,” Silk-Kremenak said. “I 
feel like I could remove myself from not seeing 
Maggie Smith or whoever, but I don’t [know] if 
the general public could.”
 FYI: The museum’s next exhibition will be 
“With a Wink and a Nod: Cartoonists of the 
Gilded Age,” which will run June 25, 2016-Jan. 
8, 2017.

• Age
34

• Orientation
Lesbian  

• Relationship status
Married for six years

• Hobbies
Going to baseball 
games, seeing the 
theater, following 
tennis 

• Neighborhood
South Loop 

• Job title
Marketing manager 
at The Richard H. 
Driehaus Museum

• Pets
A Shih tzu named 
Sophie and an 
African water frog 
named Tyrion

• Favorite snack
Hummus and 
carrots

• A movie that made 
you cry
Howl’s Moving 
Castle 

lindsay Silk-Kremenak
teXt by andreW daviS

PhotoS by aleXander vertiKoff 
and Steve hall

in the LIFEin the LIFE

Silk-Kremenak (right) with wife.

http://www.bradlippitz.com
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Below are remarks Civil Rights Divi-
sion Head Vanita Gupta delivered May 
9 when U.S. Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch announced the Department of 
Justice’s lawsuit against North Caro-
lina over the state’s anti-LGBT law HB2

Thank you, Attorney General [Loretta E.] Lynch, 
for those powerful words. Throughout the arc 
of our country’s history—from tragedies of 
injustice to marches for equality—there have 
been pivotal moments when America’s leaders 
chose to stand up and speak out to safeguard 
the ideal of equal justice under law. And his-
tory will record your inspiring words and our 
forceful action today as one of these moments.
 I also want to take a moment to thank the 
entire team throughout the Civil Rights Divi-
sion and the Department of Justice, who have 
worked tirelessly over the last several weeks to 
ensure that everyone in North Carolina has the 
full protections of our laws.

 Today, we filed a federal civil rights complaint 
in federal court in the Middle District of North 
Carolina. Before I discuss the details of our le-
gal argument, I want to make one thing clear. 
Calling HB 2 a “bathroom bill” trivializes what 
this is really about. HB 2 translates into dis-
crimination in the real world. The complaint 
we filed today speaks to public employees 
who feel afraid and stigmatized on the job. It 
speaks to students who feel like their campus 
treats them differently because of who they 
are. It speaks to sports fans who feel forced to 
choose between their gender identity and their 
identity as a Tar Heel. And it speaks to all of 
us who have ever been made to feel inferior—
like somehow we just don’t belong in our com-
munity, like somehow we just don’t fit in. Let 
me reassure every transgender individual, right 
here in America, that you belong just as you 
are. You are supported. And you are protected.
 Our complaint brings legal claims under three 
different civil rights statutes. Two of these 
statutes are long-standing protections against 
discrimination in the employment and educa-
tion contexts: Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972. It is fitting that these stat-
utes—which emerged from our nation’s long 
struggle to banish a legacy of legal discrimina-
tion—are now being used to defend, to uphold 

and to reaffirm the progress that resulted from 
that struggle; progress that represents America 
at its best, at its brightest and at its strongest.
 Title IX and Title VII prohibit discrimination 
based on sex. The Department of Justice has 
for some time now made clear that sex discrim-
ination includes discrimination against trans-
gender people—that is, discrimination based 
on gender identity. That is consistent not only 
with the language of the statutes, but also 
with the legal interpretations adopted by fed-
eral courts—including the appellate court with 
jurisdiction over the state of North Carolina. 
 There is nothing radical or even particularly 
unusual about the notion that the word “sex” 
includes the concept of “gender.” Transgender 
people are discriminated against because their 
gender identity does not match the sex they 
were assigned at birth. HB 2 denies transgen-
der people something that all non-transgender 
people enjoy and take for granted: access to 
restrooms consistent with their gender identi-
ty. That’s sex discrimination, plain and simple. 
This view is only confirmed when proponents 
of measures like HB 2 misinterpret or make up 
facts about gender identity. Here are the facts. 
Transgender men are men—they live, work and 
study as men. Transgender women are wom-

Stop discrimination
against transgender
individuals
Below are remarks U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral Loretta Lynch delivered May 9 
when announcing the Department of 
Justice’s lawsuit against North Caro-
lina over the state’s anti-LGBT law HB2

Good afternoon and thank you all for being 
here. Today, I’m joined by [Vanita] Gupta, head 
of the Civil Rights Division at the Department 
of Justice. We are here to announce a signifi-
cant law enforcement action regarding North 
Carolina’s Public Facilities Privacy & Security 
Act, also known as House Bill 2.
 The North Carolina General Assembly passed 
House Bill 2 in special session on March 23 
of this year. The bill sought to strike down an 
anti-discrimination provision in a recently-
passed Charlotte, North Carolina, ordinance, as 
well as to require transgender people in public 
agencies to use the bathrooms consistent with 
their sex as noted at birth, rather than the 
bathrooms that fit their gender identity. The 
bill was signed into law that same day. In so 
doing, the legislature and the governor placed 
North Carolina in direct opposition to federal 
laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis 
of sex and gender identity. More to the point, 
they created state-sponsored discrimination 
against transgender individuals, who simply 
seek to engage in the most private of functions 
in a place of safety and security—a right taken 
for granted by most of us.
 Last week, our Civil Rights Division notified 
state officials that House Bill 2 violates fed-
eral civil rights laws. We asked that they certify 
by the end of the day today that they would 
not comply with or implement House Bill 2’s 
restriction on restroom access. An extension 
was requested by North Carolina and was under 
active consideration. But instead of replying 

to our offer or providing a certification, this 
morning, the state of North Carolina and its 
governor chose to respond by suing the Depart-
ment of Justice. As a result of their decisions, 
we are now moving forward.
 Today, we are filing a federal civil rights law-
suit against the state of North Carolina, Gover-
nor Pat McCrory, the North Carolina Department 
of Public Safety and the University of North 
Carolina. We are seeking a court order declaring 
House Bill 2’s restroom restriction impermissi-
bly discriminatory, as well as a statewide bar 
on its enforcement. While the lawsuit currently 
seeks declaratory relief, I want to note that 
we retain the option of curtailing federal fund-
ing to the North Carolina Department of Public 
Safety and the University of North Carolina as 
this case proceeds.
 This action is about a great deal more than 
just bathrooms. This is about the dignity and 
respect we accord our fellow citizens and the 
laws that we, as a people and as a country, 
have enacted to protect them—indeed, to pro-
tect all of us. And it’s about the founding ide-
als that have led this country—haltingly but 
inexorably—in the direction of fairness, inclu-
sion and equality for all Americans.
 This is not the first time that we have seen 
discriminatory responses to historic moments 
of progress for our nation. We saw it in the 
Jim Crow laws that followed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. We saw it in fierce and wide-
spread resistance to Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion. And we saw it in the proliferation of state 
bans on same-sex unions intended to stifle any 
hope that gay and lesbian Americans might one 
day be afforded the right to marry. That right, 
of course, is now recognized as a guarantee 
embedded in our Constitution, and in the wake 
of that historic triumph, we have seen bill after 
bill in state after state taking aim at the LGBT 
community. Some of these responses reflect a 
recognizably human fear of the unknown, and 
a discomfort with the uncertainty of change. 
 But this is not a time to act out of fear. This 
is a time to summon our national virtues of 
inclusivity, diversity, compassion and open-
mindedness. What we must not do—what we 
must never do—is turn on our neighbors, our 
family members, our fellow Americans, for 
something they cannot control, and deny what 
makes them human. This is why none of us can 
stand by when a state enters the business of 
legislating identity and insists that a person 

pretend to be something they are not, or in-
vents a problem that doesn’t exist as a pretext 
for discrimination and harassment.
 Let me speak now to the people of the great 
state, the beautiful state, my state of North 
Carolina. You’ve been told that this law pro-
tects vulnerable populations from harm—but 
that just is not the case. Instead, what this law 
does is inflict further indignity on a population 
that has already suffered far more than its fair 
share. This law provides no benefit to society—
all it does is harm innocent Americans.
 Instead of turning away from our neighbors, 
our friends, our colleagues, let us instead 
learn from our history and avoid repeating the 
mistakes of our past. Let us reflect on the ob-
vious but often neglected lesson that state-
sanctioned discrimination never looks good 
in hindsight. It was not so very long ago that 
states, including North Carolina, had signs 
above restrooms, water fountains and on pub-
lic accommodations keeping people out based 
upon a distinction without a difference. We 
have moved beyond those dark days, but not 
without pain and suffering and an ongoing 
fight to keep moving forward. Let us write a 
different story this time. Let us not act out 
of fear and misunderstanding, but out of the 
values of inclusion, diversity and regard for all 
that make our country great.
 Let me also speak directly to the transgender 
community itself. Some of you have lived freely 
for decades. Others of you are still wondering 
how you can possibly live the lives you were 
born to lead. But no matter how isolated or 
scared you may feel today, the Department of 
Justice and the entire Obama Administration 
wants you to know that we see you; we stand 
with you; and we will do everything we can to 
protect you going forward. Please know that 
history is on your side. This country was found-
ed on a promise of equal rights for all, and we 
have always managed to move closer to that 
promise, little by little, one day at a time. It 
may not be easy—but we’ll get there together.
 I want to thank my colleagues in the Civil 
Rights Division who have devoted many hours 
to this case so far, and who will devote many 
more to seeing it through. At this time, I’d like 
to turn things over to Vanita Gupta, whose de-
termined leadership on this and so many other 
issues has been essential to the Justice De-
partment’s work.

FOUNDING MEMBER

FOUNDING MEMBER

FOUNDING MEMBER

FOUNDING MEMBER

PUbliSher & eXecUtive editor
Tracy Baim

aSSiStant PUbliSher Terri Klinsky
manaGinG editor Andrew Davis
aSSociate editor Matt Simonette 
bUSineSS manaGer Ripley Caine
director of neW media Jean Albright
art director/niGhtSPotS editor Kirk Williamson
Senior rePorter Gretchen Rachel Hammond 
Senior accoUnt eXecUtiveS Terri Klinsky, Kirk 
Williamson, Amy Matheny, Chris Cheuvront, Gretchen 
Rachel Hammond, Scott Duff
national SaleS Rivendell Media, 212-242-6863
Senior WriterS Bob Roehr, Tony Peregrin, Lisa 
Keen, Yasmin Nair
theater editor Scott C. Morgan
cinema Writer Richard Knight Jr.
SPortS Writer Ross Forman
artS & entertainment WriterS
Mary Shen Barnidge, Lawrence Ferber, Mel Ferrand, 
Jerry Nunn, Jonathan Abarbanel
colUmniStS/WriterS: Yvonne Zipter, Jorjet Harper, 
Charlsie Dewey, Carrie Maxwell, Billy Masters, Sarah 
Toce, Dana Rudolph, Melissa Wasserman, Joe Franco, 
Nick Patricca, Liz Baudler, Rex Wockner, Marie J. 
Kuda, Angelique Smith, Meghan Streit
Senior PhotoGraPherS Mel Ferrand, Hal Baim, Tim 
Carroll, Ed Negron
WebSite liStinGS volUnteer Gene Naden

circUlation
circUlation director Jean Albright
diStribUtion: Ashina, Allan, Dan, John, Sue and 
Victor
Web hoStinG: LoveYourWebsite.com (lead 
programmer: Martie Marro)

Copyright 2016 Lambda Publications Inc./Windy City Media 
Group; All rights reserved. Reprint by permission only. Back 
issues (if available) for $5 per issue (postage included). 
Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, 
and photographs submitted if they are to be returned, and 
no responsibility may be assumed for unsolicited materials. 
All rights to letters, art and photographs sent to Windy 
City Times will be treated as unconditionally assigned 
for publication purposes and as such, subject to editing 
and comment. The opinions expressed by the columnists, 
cartoonists, letter writers, and commentators are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the position of Windy City 
Times. Publication of the name, photograph, or likeness of 
a person or organization in articles or advertising in Windy 
City Times is not to be construed as any indication of the 
sexual orientation of such person or organization. While 
we encourage readers to support the advertisers who make 
this newspaper possible, Windy City Times cannot accept 
responsibility for advertising claims.

(773) 871-7610 FAX (773) 871-7609 
e-mail: editor@windycitymediagroup.com or 

andrew@windycitymediagroup.com
 

www.WindycitymediaGroup.com 
podcast: Windycityqueercast.com

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP, 
5315 n. clark St. #192, chicago, il, 60640 U.S.a

(mailinG addreSS only)

Windy city times Deadline every Wednesday.
nightspots Deadline Wednesday prior to street date.

oUt! resource Guide online 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
www.WindyCityQueercast.com
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interest among their readers in this year’s lGbt 
consumer index Survey. out of approximately 100 
print and online media partners who participated 
in the survey, Windy city was the best performing 
regional media in the U.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were able to generate 
a greater number of responses.”   —david marshall, 

research director, community marketing, inc.
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Skiffle blues in Court
Theatre’s One Man,
Two Guvnors
In the United States—particularly in the South-
ern mountain regions—it’s known as “gutbuck-
et” music, based in Appalachian string-band 
harmonies (guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin, 
harmonica), but frequently augmented by in-
struments improvised from implements indig-
enous to the immediate environment. 
 These may encompass spoons, saw blade, 
cowbell, duck call, bottle-neck tuba, comb-
and-tissue kazoo, washboard-and-thimble 
percussion, coffee-can drum or just about any-
thing that makes a noise when struck, shaken, 
rubbed or aspirated.
 The English version of this DIY approach to 
tunesmithery, dubbed “skiffle blues,” enjoyed 
a brief popularity in the years immediately 

following World War II among young Brits en-
amored of the visceral working-class country 
lyrics. Eventually, a recovering economy would 
enable fledgling troubadours to embrace the 
electronically amplified sounds of Buddy Hol-
ly and Jerry Lee Lewis, but for a few years, 
jazz musician Lonnie Donegan reigned the 
pop charts with down-home arrangements of 
Mississippi Delta shouts newly furbished with 
Anglophile lyrics like “My Old Man’s the Dust-
man.”
 So how does this cross-cultural hybrid come 
to be mashed-up with Carlo Goldoni’s 1743 
Harlequinade, originally titled Il Servitor di 
Due Padroni, but usually translated The Servant 
of Two Masters? Simply that One Man, Two Gu-
vnors is author Richard Bean’s transposition of 
the venerable commedia-based comedy to the 
giddy United Kingdom of 1963, during a period 
of eroding social traditions giving way to a new 
vigor as the nation recovered from its recent 
trauma, while basking in its victory.
 The play’s plot reflects this cultural upheav-

al, anchored as it is in the adventures of an 
enterprising valet working both sides of the 
hotel at the Brighton resort where the ac-
tion is set. One of his employers is a foppish 
gentleman searching for his runaway fiancee, 
little guessing that she is traveling incognito, 
disguised as her late brother, and is his newly 
hired Jeeves’ other “guvnor.” Add to this mix 
a rich gangster hoping to marry his daughter 
off—over the objections of that same damsel’s 
boyfriend—to the aforementioned resurrected 
sibling of our cross-dressing fugitive, and just 
for good measure, a West Indian chef, a Latin-
spouting lawyer and a lusty female bookkeeper. 
Can’t you already hear the Looney-Tunes sound 
track?
 Grant Olding’s original score was performed 
by a designated four-piece combo, not unlike 
those that would later evolve into interna-
tional pop stars like The Beatles, but for the 
production opening at Court Theatre, director 
Charlie Newell and musical director Doug Peck 
have dispensed with the separation between 
actors and orchestra, not only expediting the 
swiftness of the action in this speediest of 
dramatic genres, but to further blur the social 
distinctions mocked by Goldoni and Bean.
 “Before rehearsals began, we asked all the 
actors what instruments they had ever played, 
and then proceeded from there,” said Peck. 
“The ones who had no musical training have 
been very brave about learning new skills.”
 Videos of the premiere production show the 

“Craze” quartet equipped with guitars and 
banjo, with only the inclusion of a washboard 
percussionist to distinguish them from folk-
ies like the Limeliters. Such street instruments 
figure in Peck and Newell’s aural soundscape, 
along with tambourines, ukuleles, party whis-
tles, beach-ball tympani, balcony-rail marimba 
and “jazzy mouth horns.” Some of these accou-
terments are incorporated into the stage set, 
while others are carried onstage when needed 
(“and some chucked out onto the sandy Brigh-
ton seaside afterward,” Newell added mischie-
vously).
 “The humor,” explained Peck, “arises from the 
spectacle of lofty upper-class snobs—played 
by classically trained actors whom we are ac-
customed to seeing in grimly serious roles—
cutting loose and having fun with ‘found” ob-
jects.”
 The play’s roots in commedia mandates audi-
ence members participating in the comic hi-
jinks, however. Will front-row theatergoers be 
invited to join in the merriment on, let’s say, 
water-glass xylophone or fanny-spank snap-
per? Peck shook his head, saying, “We won’t 
be playing any of those,“ but Newell did not 
dismiss the idea, stating, “Not yet—but once 
we’re in previews, we’ll see what happens.”

Photo by Liz Lauren
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Hillbilly music,
British style

one man, two Guvnors.
Photo by
Michael brosilow

dossett, Sills 
joining ‘War Paint’
 John Dossett and Douglas Sills have 
joined the Goodman Theatre’s cast of the 
new musical War Paint, which will star the 
previously announced two-time Tony Award 
winners Patti LuPone and Christine Eber-
sole, according to a Playbill item.
 Opening night at the Chicago venue is 
July 18. Due to ticket demand, the pro-
duction has been extended by one week 
through Aug. 14 in the Albert Theatre.
 For tickets, call 312-443-3800 or visit 
GoodmanTheatre.org/WarPaint.
 The Playbill item is at http://www.
playbill.com/article/war-paint-39-s-patti-
lupone-and-christine-ebersole-find-their-
leading-men.

indie Boots festival
May 16-18 
 The fourth annual Indie Boots Theatre 
Festival—which covers “new short plays 
with underrepresented perspectives on 
whose stories are worth telling, what’s 
funny and how the world works”—will take 
place May 16-18 at Stage 773, 1225 W. 
Belmont Ave.
 Tickets are $15, with discounts available 
for artists, students, educators, seniors, 
low-income  social-justice workers; call 
773-327-5252.
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THEATER REVIEW

Chimerica
Playwright: lucy Kirkwood
at: timeline theatre, 615 Wellington ave.
tickets: 773-281-8463 or 
timelinetheatre.com; $38-$51
runs through: July 31

by Scott c. morGan

Damaging and deadly East-West misunder-
standings color Lucy Kirkwood’s Chimerica, a 
very substantive 2013 Olivier Award-winning 
drama by British playwright Lucy Kirkwood 
that is now making an engrossing slow-burn 
Chicago debut courtesy of TimeLine Theatre.  
 Kirkwood starts her drama with the iconic 
1989 Tiananmen Square massacre incident of 
the “Tank Man” protester, as captured by the 
fictional photojournalist Joe Schofield (Coburn 
Goss). Chimerica then jumps ahead to 2012 as 

the unmarried and headstrong Schofield pays a 
return visit to China and meets up with an Eng-
lish teacher friend, Zhang Lin (Norman Yap). 
Joe then suddenly becomes obsessed with find-
ing the identity of that lone man in 1989 who 
defiantly stood in front of a row of tanks.
 Ricocheting between New York and Beijing, 
Chimerica then splits its time between Joe’s 
driven journalistic quest and Lin being haunt-
ed by the spirit of Liuli (Janell Villas), who is 
foreshadowed to have died in the 1989 mas-
sacre. Joe faces many complications, including 
a testy potential romance with the British mar-
keter Tess Kendrick (Eleni Pappageorge) and ar-
guments with his newspaper colleagues played 
by Chris Rickett and H.B. Ward. Lin also faces 
moral dilemmas in dealing with his brother, 
Zhang Wei (Wai Yim), and his sickly neighbor 
played by Cheryl Hamada.
 Chimerica explores many fundamental differ-
ences between Western and Eastern notions of 
heroism. All the while, Kirkwood also uncovers 

a number of unsavory cultural aspects of Amer-
ican and Chinese press censorship, immigration 
inequalities, environmental degradation and so 
much more.
 Chimerica may take a while to get going, plus 
the many comic buttons that end many scenes 
feel more aligned to British comic sensibilities 
than American ones. But ultimately Kirkwood’s 
Chimerica rewards audiences with a compelling 
mystery and plenty of food for thought on the 
growing and uncomfortable interconnected-
ness of East-West relations.
 Director Nick Bowling’s astute production 
gives a great sense of scope and drama to Chi-
merica, aided especially by Mike Tutaj’s master-
fully curated projection designs. John Culbert’s 
spread-out set design also visually suggests 
quite a continental divide in views and living 
conditions between the entwined characters.
 Bowling’s ensemble cast does a great, in-
depth job at getting to the core of their char-
acters, be it in the leading roles or in a number 

of supporting parts. It’s certainly a pleasure 
to see actors Christine Bunuan, Caron Buinis, 
Tom Hickey, Dan Lin and their aforementioned 
colleagues enliven Kirkwood’s cutting and in-
sightful text by pointing out innumerable hy-
pocrisies and motivations of Chimerica’s com-
plex characters.
 Chimerica’s near-three-hour running time 
initially requires some patience. But audiences 
should be awed and taken aback by the Kirk-
wood’s masterly intertwined story filled with 
suspense and introspection on the clashing 
and interrelated ideologies of China and Amer-
ica.

THEATER REVIEW

The Secretaries
Playwright: the five lesbian brothers
at: theater Wit, 1229 W. belmont ave.
tickets: 773-975-8150; 
aboutfacetheatre.org; $20-$35
runs through: June 12

by Jerry nUnn

About Face Theatre (AFT) camps out for its 
premiere of The Secretaries with some bloody 
results. 

From the spooky intro, we can immediately 
tell we’re not in Kansas anymore—it’s actually 
Oregon, and Big Bone to be specific. The tone 
is set with cliques and clicks while this small 
lumberjack town is quickly turned upside down. 
As in many parts of the world, Big Bone is full 
of secrets—and those skeletons are enjoyable 
to watch come out of the closet. 

The story surrounds a group of secretaries 
(Patty, Ashley, Peaches and Dawn) ruled by 
their big boss Susan, played by AFT Artistic 
Associate Kelli Simpkins. Patty, played by Erin 
Barlow, is the new girl on the job and desper-
ately wants to fit in with the group. This pool 
proves to be a challenge, with lots of hoops 
to jump through, including some women-on-
women action. From Twister to tampons, no 
subject seems taboo for this crew. This job 
works them around the clock as the ladies are 
told to not have sex privately or gain weight in 
their personal lives. 

It’s an eerie show inspired by Twin Peaks and 
The Stepford Wives, with a dash of Heathers 
and Office Space thrown in for good measure. 
Director Bonnie Metzgar obviously has a ball 
staging this production and brings out some 
mean performances from her cast. 

AFT’s mission statement advances gender 
identity, and we see that in action with Lauren 

Sivak playing both Dawn and the bearded Buzz. 
She must hate spirit gum these days. 

Having interviewed star Sadieh Rifai last year 
for WCT in a completely different role, it is fun 
to see her stand out from a very talented pack 
as Peaches. I think the audience would have 
watched her lip-synch early ‘90s songs the en-
tire show and be completely happy with her 
performance. 

This comedy goes real dark when poor Peach-

es is picked on about her weight by her boss. 
No mercy is shown and no punches were pulled 
in a segment that we can all sympathize with. 

The game scene during a pajama party was 
hilarious. It makes one wish for an intermission 
and to make this gruesome tale a little longer.

Patty’s journey to become a full-fledged sec-
retary is a bit sidetracked at times, with the 
real meat of the story not hitting until the 
bloodthirsty end. When it hits the fan, the au-

dience was literally gasping out loud on pre-
miere night. 

These days, secretaries are now called admin-
istrative assistants. I play one myself down-
town and have been thinking about changing 
my diet. Maybe I will start drinking SlimFast 
and try fitting in with the secretary pool a little 
more. What could possibly go wrong?

CRITICS’     
    PICKS

180 degree rule, Babes With Blades at City 
Lit Theater, through May 21. The Babes keep 
the glamor-noir flowing in this romantic tale of 
lesbian love and murder in Weimar Berlin and 
Hays Code Hollywood. MSB 

once in a lifetime, Strawdog Theatre Com-
pany, through June 4. What could be more ap-
propriate for a final farewell to this venerable 
loft theater than a screwball comedy about 
rolling with the changes and moving on? MSB 

the Producers, Mercury Theater Chicago, 
through June 26. Go and laugh your head off at 
director L. Walter Sterns’ masterful stage reduc-
tion of Mel Brooks’ mammoth 2001 Broadway 
musical hit. SCM 

Sender, A Red Orchid, extended through June 
4. In Ike Holter’s new comedy, four millennials 
must decide whether to be adults or fall under 
a charming slacker’s spell. It’s a little short on 
substance but the characters are sharply-drawn 
and Holter’s comic riffs are potent. Superbly 
played and directed (Shade Murray). JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

c
left to right: meghan reardon, Kelli Simpkins, Sadieh 
rifai, lauren Sivak and erin barlow in the Secretaries.

Photo by Michael brosilow

THEATER REVIEW

The Sign in Sidney 
Brustein’s Window
Playwright: lorraine hansberry
at: Goodman theatre, 170 n. dearborn St.
tickets: 773-443-3800; 
Goodmantheatre.org; $20-$75
runs through: June 5

by Jerry nUnn

The Sign in Sidney Brustein’s Window is not 
the catchiest title and neither is this produc-
tion of the last work of Chicago playwright 
Lorraine Hansberry. The drama is piled on 
high with a dash of humor. 

There are some meaty moments, though, 
and when it cooks it really does. The problem 
is everything but the kitchen sink is thrown 
into the mix. The show covers hot topics 
of racism, homophobia, politics, alcohol-
ism, prostitution, abuse, infidelity, women’s 

rights, police brutality and family dynam-
ics that don’t all gel together. Even the set 
is overdone with a huge scaffolding placed 
above the bohemian apartment in the Albert 
Theatre.

The story follows a writer named Sidney, 
his wife, her sisters and their friends set in 
Greenwich Village in 1964. 

Chris Stack hits all the right notes in his 
portrayal of Sidney Brustein and Diane Da-
vis as Iris and Miriam Silverman as Mavis are 
both especially good as sisters. It is impor-
tant to note that while the material is set in 
the 1960s, so many issues are ones society 
wrestles with today. The main actors give the 
words power and make them feel real. 

Some secondary characters don’t fare as 
well. By the curtain call, characters like Max 
are long-forgotten and should have been cut. 
Grant James Varias plays the gay neighbor 
David, who’s so unlikable and stoic that it is 
a wonder Sid and Iris even talk to him. Kris-
ten Magee, as Gloria, is supposed to be the 

wounded bird in the family but doesn’t show 
enough of a broken wing for the audience to 
sympathize with her situation. 

When the show originally debuted the re-
views were mixed, so why not improve it? 
Director Anne Kauffman most likely wants to 
preserve the author of A Raisin in the Sun’s 
final work but if some of the fat was trimmed 
this could be a recipe for a perfect produc-
tion. It runs three hours with intermission so 
the play needs some cuts, even the title could 
be shortened to just Sidney’s Sign. 

What should be applauded is the Goodman 
celebrating Hansberry’s life by throwing vari-
ous events around Chicago in May, including 
a bus tour of the neighborhoods she grew up 
in and an awards ceremony involving five of 
her contemporaries. The first Black woman to 
write a play performed on Broadway should 
be remembered, and the Goodman has opened 
the “Window” to her legacy—even if the de-
cision to run this production comes off as 
questionable. 



THEATER REVIEW

little Shop of
Horrors
book and lyrics: howard 
ashman; music: alan menken
at: american blues theater at 
Greenhouse theater center, 
2257 n. lincoln ave.
tickets: 773-404-7336 or 
americanbluestheater.com; $19-$49
runs through: June 26

by Scott c. morGan

Comedies with a high gay camp sensibility of-
ten don’t break through to become mainstream 
successes. But that certainly wasn’t the case 
with the musical phenomenon Little Shop of 
Horrors.
 The smash-hit 1982 off-Broadway musical 
comedy is back again in an intimate production 
by American Blues Theater, which will have its 
ardent fans debating its plusses and minuses.
 Before they helped to usher in a new golden 
age of Disney animated films starting in 1989 
with The Little Mermaid, the late gay play-
wright and lyricist Howard Ashman and com-
poser Alan Menken rose to fame with their 
unlikely adaptation of Roger Corman’s 1960 
horror flick about a manipulative man-eating 
plant. What resulted was a tuneful score filled 
with heartfelt ballads and catchy doo-wop and 
blues-styled songs played against the ages-old 
dramatic conflict of a Faustian pact gone hor-
ribly wrong.
 American Blues’ take on Little Shop of Horrors 
is musically impeccable, especially with music 
director and keyboardist Austin Cook helping 
to pump out a rumbling bass sound. The cast 

has many great voices, especially with the trio 
of Camille Robinson, Jasondra Johnson and Eu-
nice Woods as the ever-present Greek chorus of 
street urchins. Lorenzo Rush Jr. is also great 
voicing the bloodthirsty plant Audrey II.
 It also helps immensely to have the husband-
and-wife team of actor/composer Michael 
Mahler and actress Dara Cameron playing the 
leading lover roles of floral shop workers Sey-
mour and Audrey. There’s a real chemistry be-
tween the two, and they anchor the production 
with an honest connection.
 But others may find that director Jonathan 
Berry’s approach to the material to be too 
grounded and not big enough with the ironic 
camp comedy (especially with costume de-
signer Izumi Inaba’s relatively restrained ap-
proach to Audrey’s tacky outfits). Even Berry’s 
direction of the amusing Ian Paul Custer as the 
sadistic dentist Orin and Mark David Kaplan as 
the parsimonious floral-shop owner Mr. Mush-
nik can feel too cautious at times, even though 
they’re some of the more outrageous charac-
ters.
 Berry also crowds the production with un-
necessary extra actors Yando Lopez and Darian 
Tene. Though both vocally impressive, Lopez 
and Tene’s extra acting appearances take away 
from the theatrical delight at seeing a single 
quick-change actor taking on all their small 
roles.
 Set designer Grant Sabin cleverly, if barely, 
squeezes the show into its compressed space. 
But the tight fit isn’t always conducive for 
character focusing under Heather Gilbert’s 
highly color saturated lighting design.
 Now some will welcome seeing Little Shop of 
Horrors so up-close on an intimate scale. But 
others will wish that director Berry’s produc-
tion had more room to breathe and burst forth 
with a bigger quotient of camp. 
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ian Paul custer, michael mahler, a hungry plant and dara cameron in little Shop of horrors.
Photo by Johnny Knight

Not everyone has time to see a six-hour theater marathon. 
But if you do, be sure not to miss Chicago Shakespeare The-
ater’s massive undertaking called tug of War: foreign fire. 
The first part is director/adaptor Barbara Gaines’ take on 
the plays Edward III, Henry V and Henry VI, Part 1 staged 
this spring. Then in the fall, Tug of War continues with 
the heading of Civil Strife as Henry VI, Parts 2 and 3 and 
Richard III are combined and adapted for another dramatic 
historical theater marathon. 
 Tug of War: Foreign Fire continues through Sunday, June 
12, at Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 800 E. Grand Ave. Tick-
ets start at $85 for both parts of Tug of War, or starting 
at $100 for a single part; call 312-595-5600 or visit www.
chicagoshakes.com/tugofwar. 
  Caption: Freddie Stevenson in Tug of War: Foreign Fire, 
adapted and directed by barbara Gaines and performed at 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater through June 12 as part of 
Shakespeare 400 Chicago. Photo by Jeff Sciortino.

SPOTLIGHTe NOW–MAY 22 
TICKETS START AT $32
JOFFREY.ORG/CINDERELLA
800.982.2787

Joffrey Dancers: Victoria Jaiani  |  Photo by: Cheryl Mann

CINDERELLA 
PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR

Sandy and Roger 
Deromedi

CINDERELLA 
PRESENTING 
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Margot and Josef 
Lakonishok

Cinderella
Dreams.
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Magic.

Love.

50 East Congress Parkway, Chicago
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http://www.joffrey.org/cinderella


by charlSie deWey
 
A new annual women’s weekend is coming to 
the Midwest in June.

Go Girl Saugatuck will take place June 3-5 at 
The Dunes Resort in Saugatuck, Mich., which is 
a gay-owned resort catering to the LGBT com-
munity and located in one of Michigan’s most 
LGBT-friendly beach towns.

Go Girl Saugatuck will feature DJ All the Way 
Kay from Chicago and DJ Lena from Detroit, 
musician Reina Williams, comedian Mimi Gon-
zalez, pool parties and educational workshops.

The event replaces the semiannual Women’s 
Weekend that has been held in the spring and 
fall at The Dunes Resort for many years.

“It’s a rebranding of Women’s Weekend with 
a woman at the helm who has participated in, 
performed at and been a part of a lot of major 
women’s events,” said Gonzalez, who is also 
the producer of Go Girl Saugatuck.

Gonzalez said the goal of Go Girl Saugatuck is 
to create an event that will draw women from 
all over the Midwest to The Dunes Resort. She 
said she is hoping to see women who used to 
attend Women’s Weekend return as well as to 
entice new attendees.

“My long term goal is to launch a Midwest 
women’s weekend where women from the tip 
of the mitt all the way around—from within 
a 100 mile radius of any Great Lake—come to 
this event,” she said.

“I want this to be the Midwest women’s 
weekend that Dinah Shore is for Palm Springs, 
Aqua Girl is for Miami Beach and Women’s Week 
is for Provincetown.”

Gonzalez said she wants Go Girl Saugatuck to 
be an inclusive atmosphere with women of all 
ages and backgrounds in attendance.

“I want old school and new school to be on 
the dance floor together and I want everybody 
to enjoy meeting new friends and learning from 
each other during the workshops,” she said.

Gonzalez also noted she was a regular at-
tendee of the women’s only event Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival, better known as Mi-
chFest, which took place for four decades in 
northern Michigan and held its last festival last 
summer. She said though she has no intention 
of trying to replace MichFest, she carries the 
spirit of that festival with her.

“MichFest taught me to honor and appreci-

ate women’s music, culture and myself as a 
woman,” she said. “I carry that with me for-
ward into my life and I want other women who 
come to this weekend to feel beautiful, loved, 
respected and adored as women.”

Gonzalez said her commitment to celebrat-
ing women extends beyond the actual three-
day weekend as well, noting she’s made a point 
of working with women-owned businesses in 
planning Go Girl Saugatuck.

Gonzalez said in year one she hopes to see 
at least 500 women attend Go Girl Saugatuck.

“The most important thing for women to do 
for each other is to show up,” she said.

Tickets for Go Girl Saugatuck are $10 for 
Friday, $15 for Saturday or $20 for the entire 
weekend.

The Dunes Resort is currently sold out of 
rooms, but Gonzalez said the resort will help 
point people to other hotels in Saugatuck or 
nearby Douglas that still have rooms available.

Attendees can also take advantage of a new 
partnership between The Dunes Resort and 
Campit Outdoor Resort, a nearby LGBT resort, 
which offers tent and RV camping options as 
well as cabins, a bunkhouse and vintage trail-
ers.

visit GoGirlSaugatuck.com to learn more.
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Midwest women’s
weekend rebrands

Artemis Singers
concerts in June
 Drawing its inspiration from today’s head-
lines, lesbian feminist chorus Artemis Sing-
ers will devote a whole concert to songs 
about social justice, freedom and peace June 
11 and June 18 in its Pride concert/dance, 
“Voices of Joyful Rebellion.” 
 The June 11 show will take place at Broad-
way United Methodist Church, 3338 N. 
Broadway, at 7 p.m. The June 18 event will 
be at First Unitarian Church, 5650 S. Wood-
lawn Ave., at 7 p.m. (Artemis Singers is co-
sponsoring the Hyde Park concert with Affin-
ity Community Services.)

 The “Voices of Joyful Rebellion” program 
includes “Arise,” a feminist song for peace, 
from Mother’s Day 1870, with words by Ju-
lia Ward Howe and music by The Righteous 
Mothers. A couple of the songs that will be 
featured are Holly Near’s “I Ain’t Afraid” and 
Bernice Johnson Reagon’s “I’m Gon’ Stand.”
 To purchase tickets online, visit http://ar-
temisrebellakeview.bpt.me/ for the June 11 
show and http://artemisrebelhydepark.bpt.
me/ for the June 18 event. Tickets are a sug-
gested donation of $15 in advance and $20 
at the door for adults. For concert informa-
tion or to request “Voices of Joyful Rebel-
lion” tickets be held at the door, email info@
artemissingers.org or call 773-764-4465.

Go Girl Saugatuck’s mimi Gonzalez.
Photo courtesy of Gonzalez

artemis Singers.
Photo by Jay Schubert

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB

CgMC’s ‘My Kind of
Town’ May 20-22
 Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus (CGMC) is show-
ing love for the city in a May 20-22 tribute 
fittingly titled “My Kind of Town” that will 
take place in three different venues.
 The show will take place Friday, May 20, 
at 8 p.m. at the Harris Theater for Music 
and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St.; Saturday, 
May 21, at 8 p.m. at the North Shore Center 
for the Performing Arts, 9501 Skokie Blvd., 
Skokie; and Sunday, May 22, at 3 p.m. at the 
Beverly Arts Center, 2407 W. 111th St.
 “My Kind of Town” will showcase Chicago’s 
historical mile markers with the infamous 
flood and fire. The show will also highlight 
important moments in the city’s LGBT his-
tory, such as the Anita Bryant protest at the 
Medinah Temple and the 2006 Gay Games. 
The show is slated to have six dance num-
bers, live musicians, a highly stylized drag 
number and a special pageant.
 Tickets are $25-$35 each; visit CGMC.org or 
call 773-296-0541.

lgBTQ program part
of Sinfonietta season
 Chicago Sinfonietta has announced pro-
gramming for its 2016-17 season, entitled 
“Chromatic”—and its diverse offerings in-
clude its first-ever program dedicated to LG-

BTQ composers and musicians.
 “Concert IV: More than a Letter”—a night 
devoted to LGBTQ composers and musi-
cians—will take place Saturday, March 25, 
2017 at 8 p.m. at Wentz Concert Hall, 171 E. 
Chicago Ave., Naperville; and Monday, March 
27, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. at Symphony Center, 
220 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. Among those 
whose works will be covered are Leonard Ber-
nstein, Sergei Rachmaninoff, Jennifer Hig-
don and David Conte. Michael Morgan will be 
the guest conductor.
 The season starts with “Chicago Sinfonietta 
Plays Ravinia” on Thursday, June 16, 2016, 
at 8 p.m. Other shows include “Chicago Sin-
fonietta Plays Cantigny Park” on Thursday, 
Aug. 4, at 1S151 Winfield Rd., Wheaton; 
“Concert II: Dia de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead)” on Saturday, Oct. 29, and Monday, 
Oct. 31; and “Concert III: Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Tribute Concert” on Jan. 14, 15 and 
17, 2017.
 Single tickets go on sale July 1, 2016, with 
prices being $18-$60 for concerts at Sym-
phony Center and $48-$60 for concerts at 
Wentz Concert Hall, with special $10 pricing 
available for students at both concerts. Tick-
ets can be purchased by calling Chicago Sin-
fonietta at 312-236-3681, ext. 2, or online 
ChicagoSinfonietta.org. Tickets to Chicago 
Sinfonietta’s performance at the Ravinia Fes-
tival are on sale now and available for pur-
chase at Ravinia.org. 

http://www.americanbluestheater.com
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by SKylar baKer-Jordan

It’s no secret that representations of LGBT 
people have been largely whitewashed. Though 
media visibility and representation has steadi-
ly increased over the past two decades, LGBT 
people of color have often felt ignored and 
invisible. It’s a disparity that journalist Len-
nox Magee set out to correct with The Sip, a 
new radio show by Black gay men and about 
Black gay men, airing Friday nights on Urban 
Broadcast Radio.

“I had this idea to bring four guys togeth-
er… to discuss real issues,” Magee, a journal-
ist who has worked for WBEZ and the Chicago 
Tribune, said. “There’s a lack of a Black gay 
voice in America and around the world, and I 
wanted to have this show so we can talk about 
those things that we don’t talk about on CNN 
or on MSNBC…” 

The idea originated as Magee listened to ra-
dio programs which used “gay people on the 
show as caricatures of comedy relief,” he said. 
“You never get our perspective.” Tired of being 
the butt of the joke, Magee began thinking of 
potential co-hosts, including longtime friend 
and marketing executive David Dodd.

“He brought it to me and said ‘David, we have 
this show, and I don’t see it happening without 
you,’” Dodd, a transplant from Washington, DC 
who has lived in Chicago for 17 years, said. “I 
started digging in the coffers, seeing if I can 
go through this rolodex in my head.” 

That led Dodd to Isaac King, a local fashion 
stylist whose work includes fashion for Nikki 
Minaj, R Kelly, and the Ford modelling agency, 
as well as commercials for Nike and Blooming-
dales. “In the last three years I basically 
turned my Facebook page into a bit of a blog, 
where I rant about fashion, I rant about social 
issues, and I rant about politics,” King said. 
“And since I’m so opinionated, as David would 
say, I always give ‘a hint of bitch.’” 

Rounding out the quartet is Andre Darey, de-
scribed as the “reflective soul” of the group. 
“I’m able to be opinionated but see others’ 
points of view,” said Darey, a former teacher 
and youth advocate. While not the moderator 
of the group, Darey’s background as an educa-
tor is on full display. He often provides temper-
ance to the boisterous discussions. “I’m always 
like, ’We need the facts checked, or girl are you 
sure?’ I don’t like BS to be thrown at me or be 
received,” he said.

The show veers between the serious and the 
light-hearted. Segments have so far included 
interviews with reporters in Ivory Coast follow-
ing a recent terrorist attack, Black LGBT North 
Carolinians talking about how the recent anti-
gay law effects them, and speed dating. “We’ve 
gotten a lot of stories just from people who 
have listened…” Dodd said. “A lot of these sto-
ries people don’t have an opportunity to talk 

about, ever. It’s just nice to know people are 
listening and feel comfortable sharing.”

“We wanted fun, but we wanted also serious 
too,” Magee said, admitting “that balance has 
been hard to find.”

Yet it’s a balance that seems to be resonating 
with fans. Only in its first month, The Sip has 
reached 26,000 listeners and continues grow-
ing. This is echoed in the feedback the hosts 
have received from fans. “People leave really 
poignant stuff” on their Facebook pages, King 
said. “I posted our new logo and this guy put 
under it, ‘I’m just so glad this is happening.’ 
So you never know who you’re helping or what 
they were hungry for or thirsty for that you 
were able to provide.”

That hunger stems from an absence of con-
tent created for and by Black gay men. “It goes 
back to just media and that privilege. It’s just 
one of those systems that’s been in place for 
many, many years,” Darey said. “Sometimes 
I think people still have a fear to even put 
themselves out to say, ‘Hey, we support you, 
we’re all in this together.’ We just need to have 
presence.”

While the show is about gay men, it is also 
unapologetically Black—a fact the hosts em-
phasize. From talking about racism King expe-
rienced at a fashion show to racism they’ve all 
experienced in Boystown and other gay spaces, 
the hosts do not shy away from indicting the 
broader gay community for its own problematic 
behavior. 

“In terms of gay and Black, I feel like if we’re 
going to talk about that from a gay perspec-
tive, people see this. They don’t care about the 
fact that I’m gay. I’m Black. That’s it. And that 
comes with a set of issues of its own that you 
may not want to deal with,” Dodd said, adding 
that it’s impossible to divorce these identities. 
“For me, gay and Black? I don’t really live that 
way. I don’t think about it. I’m just David.”

With the magic these four make every week, 
though, none of them will be “just David,” 
“just Isaac,” “just Andre,” or “just Lennox” for 
long. The Sip amplifies the voices of intelli-
gent, political Black gay men in a meaningful 
and rare way: by allowing them to speak for 
themselves. These four have a lot to say, and 
listeners want to hear it.

The Sip airs on Urban Broadcast Media every 
Friday at 6-8 p.m.

Four gay Black men host
groundbreaking radio show The Sip

from left: the Sip’s lenox magee, david dodd, andre darey and isaac King.
Photo courtesy of Dodd

Streisand in
Chicago Aug. 9
 Barbra Streisand—who last year be-
came the only recording artist or group to 
achieve number-one albums in each of six 
decades—will bring her live performances 
to nine cities in August.
 Chicago is among the stops, with Strei-
sand performing at the United Center Aug. 
9.
 Live Nation Global Touring and S2BN 
Entertainment are presenting the tour. 
Tickets for all shows will go on sale Wed., 
May 25, and will be available online, via 
charge-by-phone and venue box offices. 
American Express members can purchase 
tickets before the general public beginning 
Wed., May 18.

http://www.cgmc.org
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by Jerry nUnn

Comedian W. Kamau Bell is hitting it big on the 
new series United Shades of America, currently 
running on CNN. Before that many watched 

him on Totally Biased with W. Kamau Bell. 
He has been featured on many podcasts and 

publications over the years. Bell made his first 
comedy album, One Night Only, in 2007 and 
his follow-up, Full of Flour, was named one of 

the Top 10 Best Comedy Albums of the year by 
iTunes and Punchline Magazine. 

His Showtime special, W. Kamau Bell: Semi-
Prominent Negro, met with success on the 
cable channel this year. 

Bell is returning to Chicago bringing his 
stand-up skills to a fundraiser for Housing For-
ward, an agency in Cook County helping dis-
placed individuals and families find homes. 

Windy city times: hi, Kamau. first off, why 
did you drop the Walter from your name?

W. Kamau Bell: Walter was my dad’s name 
and always sounded like an insurance sales-
man, which was what he did. Every single Wal-
ter on television was never a cool dude. Walter 
White became Heisenberg on Breaking Bad. On 
the Cosby show Theo’s best friend was called 
Cockroach even though his name was Walter. 
Cockroach was better than that name!

I have always gone by Kamau. I have used 
the W since I was 11 years old because I 
thought it was cooler, and it has stuck with me 
until this day. 

Wct: Where is your original hometown?
WKB: I was born in Palo Alto [California], 

but I don’t remember it. Afterward I moved to 
Indiana with my mom, then moved to Austin 
until I was 12. We went to Chicago but I hated 
it, so I went live in Alabama with my dad. I 
moved back to Chicago as sophomore and 
stayed through high school. I went to college 
in Philadelphia, dropped out because I hated it 
then went back to Chicago to Columbia College. 
I took classes at Second City and, after that, I 
moved to California in 1997. 

Wct: Sounds like a long history with chi-
cago.

WKB: Yes; for the first 10 years I lived in the 
Bay Area, I was the Chicago guy. It didn’t work 
any longer when I lived in California longer 
than I ever did in Chicago. 

I love going back to Chicago. My best 
friend—who I am doing the benefit with and 
for—lives in Oak Park. My heart rate feels the 
best in California. It makes sense for me. I 
didn’t know that until I moved out here. North-
ern California is where I was born, so it is in 
my DNA. 

Wct: you are coming back for a benefit?
WKB: For Housing Forward, an organization 

for helping homeless people find sustainable 
housing so they can live in their own domiciles 
and not the street. It helps them find jobs, 
also. 

My friend Jason Smith told me years ago 
that he was working for a homeless charity and 
wanted me to help out if I got famous enough. 
I told him that United Shades is coming out in 
February and might be the peak of my fame. We 
will see if my career gets better than that. We 
decided to go all in! 

Wct: i read your show is in the merle re-
skin theater in dePaul so there could be a 
lot of students. 

WKB: Even though the organization is from 
Oak Park we decided to put it in the city proper 
to pull people in who know my work and who 
are fans. It is a central location. I tour colleges 
all the time so I have a fan base of students. 

My friend Hari Kondabolu will also be per-
forming in the show. He was on Totally Biased 
with me and we don’t perform together that 
often, so it is rare for us to do a show like this. 

Wct: What is this show shaping up to be?
WKB: Lots of stand-up, like my recent Show-

time special. There is so much going on right 
now since I talk about politics, cultural move-
ments and racism—thank you, Donald Trump! 

Wct: is it tough to balance humor with se-
rious subjects?

WKB: I think being a comedian is a tough 
thing to do. Every comic struggles to find hu-
mor. To me, when something is obviously funny 
it is harder to write new jokes about it because 
everyone is already writing jokes about it. 
Thanks to Facebook and social media, every-
one thinks they are hilarious now. They think 
they are a comic genius because they retweet a 
George Carlin meme! 

To write about areas that people don’t find 
humor in is more fun. It is more meaningful. All 
the comedians I like do that. I like Bill Hicks, 
Dick Gregory and David Chappelle. That is the 
style I have always gravitated toward. 

It is fun to try goofy things in these intense 
charged areas. 

Wct: maybe lightens the mood?
WKB: Yes, and I think humor helps people 

find a way out of the darkness. There is less 
weight on them when it is a dark situation, 
now back to the suffering. 

Wct: how did you get involved with the 
cnn show?

WKB: After Totally Biased, I thought my ca-
reer was over, but people started reaching out 
to me. They were mainly news organizations. 
People always want things to be funnier and 
they knew I knew how to do that. I met with 
CNN on a general meeting. The president of 
CNN Jeff Zucker gave me a news quiz and luck-
ily I passed it. 

Wct: that sounds tough. 
WKB: It was actually pretty easy. If you 

watched CNN for fifteen minutes you would 
have passed the news quiz. I keep up with the 
news. I look at my phone and watch my apps. 
It didn’t have questions like, “How would you 
solve the problems of Israel?” It wasn’t at that 
level.

Wct: So Shades is filmed all over the 
place?

WKB: We started with the Ku Klux Klan and 
now we are here to paraphrase Drake. Every epi-
sode is me going to a place where you wouldn’t 
expect me to go. In a couple of weeks, we do 
a retirement home in Florida for spring break. 
Because I talk about race, that is always a part 
of it. I’m always wondering why there are no 
Black people there or why there are so many! 

I would love to do something in Chicago. 
I would like to tell my story of Chicago and 
where it is now. 

Wct: you could go out to the gay bars and 
film a segment. 

WKB: Absolutely. The first gay bar I went to 
was in Chicago. I used to live on Pine Grove 
and Irving [Park], which is right outside of 
Boystown. I was 21 years old and didn’t know 
one openly gay person. I rode my bike down 
Halsted to get home; it was a Friday night, and 
the area was hopping. I remember having the 
feeling of what would happen to me: “Will I be 
okay?” It was a great lesson in life. Everything 
that was happening was in my head. All the 
fear and anxiety was only them looking at me 
like a weird dude that was insane. (“Why does 
that dude look so paranoid?”)

When I went to a gay bar with my friends, 
nothing happened. No one even offered to buy 
me a drink. This was a clear reminder that ev-
erything was just in my head. 

I hope we can do something. If we get to 
the next season it will be a whole lot more fun. 
I would like to do something LGBT—certainly 
with transgender and everything happening 
with that. It is on the plate and people have 
reached out to me about it. 

Season two I could have a lot more control. 
This season there was negotiation on what we 
could or couldn’t do. I also want it to not only 
be fun but not exploitative. It is very easy to 
show a gay bar on a Saturday and just say, 
“Look at all of this!” I want to have a story 
behind it. 

Wct: do you get a lot of positive feedback 
from Shades?

WKB Thanks to social media, we do. Over-
whelmingly, the reaction has been good. 

Every week there is more anxiety for me be-
cause it is a new community that I could piss 
off. We did the Klan, East LA and prison. This 
week is cops. Every week we don’t know how 
people will feel about it. I still stay anxious. 

Watch bell bring it on friday, may 20, at 7 
p.m. for $30 at dePaul’s merle reskin the-
atre, 60 e. balbo dr. visit www.housingfor-
ward.org to buy tickets and for more infor-
mation.

Showtimes
Fri 5/20:  
Sat 5/21:
Sun 5/22: 
Tue 5/24: 
Wed 5/25: 
Thu 5/26: Thu 5/26: 

6:30 + 8:00pm
6:30 + 8:00pm
6:00 + 7:30pm
6:30 + 8:00pm
6:30 + 8:00pm
6:30 + 8:00pm

MAY 20-26
1517 W. Fullerton Ave

FROM THIS DAY FORWARD
A Trans Love Story

“Eloquently explores her father’s very intimate transition.”
- VARIETY

/windycitymediagroup@windycitytimes1 @windycitytimes www.windycitymediagroup.com
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W. Kamau Bell on
his name, Cnn show
and housing benefit

W. Kamau bell.
Photo by John Nowak/CNN



by Jerry nUnn

Members of political pop band Boys’ Entrance 
is returning to Chicago after a five-year hiatus 
to celebrate their 25th anniversary and catch 
up with old friends. 

OutMusic Award winner Tim Cain is no strang-
er to the scene in the Windy City, having es-
tablished himself here years ago. The latest 
project, Tunnelvision, tackles a doomed rela-
tionship in the wake of the age of AIDS. 

Windy city times: hi, tim. We last talked 
when you had a show back in 2011. 

Tim Cain: Right—when we did the ABSOLUTE 
Fringe shows. We did three of those shows. It 
was fun because we had acts performing up-
stairs and downstairs. It was lots of gay enter-
tainment for your money. 

Wct: Where is your home base now?
TC: I live in St. Petersburg, Florida. I’m call-

ing you from my deck right now, overlooking 
Tampa Bay. 

I’m looking forward to visiting Chicago. I 
was contacted by Jimmy Morehead—who is 
the artistic director for the Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus—back last November. He was planning 
a show called My Kind of Town that is a LGBT 
retrospective connected to Chicago. He wanted 
to use on of our songs. He ended up choosing 
a song called “Give ‘Em Hope” that is a tribute 
to Harvey Milk. 

It is a punk-rock song so I have no idea how 
that is going to translate to the Gay Men’s Cho-
rus. We will be at the Harris Theater show on 
May 20 to find out. 

On the day after that, we are playing a ben-
efit for Bear Radio with Scott Free and a bunch 
of other folks. 

Wct: What is bear radio?
TC: I haven’t tuned in but it is an internet 

radio station that is geared toward bears. Scott 
had wanted to do a benefit and he thought this 
would kill to bears with one stone. 

Wct: it is your 25th anniversary?
TC: Yes; we started the band in 1991. We were 

listed in a book called Chicago Out and Proud 
that [Windy City Times Publisher] Tracy Baim 
edited. It listed us as “Chicago’s first queer boy 
rock band.” There were lesbian groups before 
us but we were the first male gay rock band 
in Chicago. 

Wct: before it was boys’ entrance—but 
now isn’t it men’s entrance?

TC: It could be Granddaddy’s Entrance these 
days!

Wct: Where did the name come from?
TC: In 1991, I traveled out to San Francisco 

and saw my friend Jon Ginoli of Pansy Division. 
He was working on his first demos and played 
them for me. I was shocked how it took a dif-
ferent stance from his solo work. It made me 
want to perform in a band. 

When I returned to Chicago and was driving 
down Belmont past Lincoln and there was this 
old schoolhouse. Carved in stone over the door 
were the words “Boys’ Entrance.” So I decided 
that was a band I should be in.

Wct: did you just release new music?
TC: We have a new album called Tunnelvision. 

It is a gay rock opera. It is a double album 

with 17 songs. It is the arc of a relationship 
from beginning to end of two characters, Tim 
and Troy. It is a disastrous love affair and full 
of drama. In the middle of act one aliens make 
an appearance. 

We are working with a couple of theater 
groups down here in Florida on producing the 
show. When you get the Boys’ Entrance Tun-
nelvision album, it will be presented as a rock 
album with myself singing throughout. If you 
went to the show you will find the songs broken 
up as dialogue between more than one person. 

It took me 10 years to produce. We are very 
excited about it and just got the CDs physically 
in yesterday. It will be available for purchase 
on CD Baby, iTunes, Amazon and all of that 
stuff on May 25 for my 25th anniversary. 

Wct: is the tim character on the album 
based on you?

TC: Oh, Jerry, Jerry, Jerry. I toyed with chang-
ing the names the protect the innocent! 

Wct: i need to read the lyrics to these 
songs. 

TC: There is a song on there called “The 13th 
Step” with the chorus “I’m a sex addict so…”

Wct: So a confessional album?
TC: No; I have never been visited by aliens. 

It is fiction but based on some facts. The char-
acter Tim is a lead singer in a gay rock band, 
so that part is true. Interaction with this other 
character never happened. 

Wct: What do you think of openly gay 
singers now like ricky martin or adam lam-
bert?

TC: I adore Adam. He has been out from the 
get-go, which you can’t say for Ricky Martin. A 
lot of rock stars play the game at the first then 
reveal at the end. I always prefer the ones that 
are up front at the first. 

Generally, I think things are good. I look 
at Hedwig and the Angry Inch, and that is a 
real mile-marker for me. At one point Stephen 
Trask, who is the musical writer from Hedwig, 
was going to fly to Chicago to sing the Troy 

part on “The 13th Step” that I mentioned. I 
had been in contact with him but he wanted 
too much money so that didn’t happen. I love 
the story, though, and them being so queer. 
The song “The Origin of Love” made me stop 
writing for a long time because I thought I 
am never going to produce anything as good 
as that. It took me a while to find a reason to 
write more, but there you have it. 

Wct: have you ever performed a cover 
from hedwig?

TC: No, but it is on my bucket list. 
Wct: We can talk about it in another five 

years. 
TC: I hope we don’t have to wait that long. 

Don’t be such a stranger! 
visit boysentrance.com for more informa-

tion about the Saturday, may 21, Silvie’s 
lounge show at 1902 W. irving Park rd. 
chicago Gay men’s chorus performance in-
formation can be found at www.cgmc.org. 
Pansy division performs at Schubas, 3159 n. 
Southport, on friday, may 20, with tickets 
at lh-st.com.
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tim cain (center) and the band boys entrance.
Photo from Cain

tim cain.
Photo by Jerry Nunn

Empire room, 
Palmer to 
present ‘Songbook’
 The Palmer House, a Hilton Hotel, 17 E. 
Monroe St., will host dinner, dancing and 
all-star performances with “The Birth of 
the Great American Songbook” on Satur-
day, May 21, in the Empire Room.
 The event begins at 6 p.m. with a cock-
tail hour followed by a three-course gour-
met dinner with choice of entree and wine 
service leading to performances by Ron 
Hawking and Joan Curto backed by The 
City Lights Orchestra, conducted by Rich 
Daniels, at 8:30 p.m. Dancing will follow 
the performances until 11 p.m.
 Single tickets are $150 and VIP tickets, 
which include premium seating and an 
open bar throughout the night, are $175. 
Tickets to The Birth of The Great Ameri-
can Songbook may be purchased at http://
www.palmerhousehiltonhotel.com/events/
empireroomseries/.

rachael Sage has
new album, tour
 Singer/songwriter Rachael Sage has an-
nounced the release of her forthcoming 
full-length studio album, Choreographic, 
due May 20.
 Through this self-described “ballet-pop,” 
Sage delivers a tribute to her very first 
love: dance.
 Also, Sage has confirmed appearances 
at SXSW in March as well as a new tour, 
with a stop in Chicago on Thursday, June 
9 (changed from June 10), at Uncommon 
Ground Edgewater.
 See RachaelSage.com.

 An action-packed, music-filled, theatrical event! 
Follow the rise and fall of Shakespeare's kings,  

and the uncommon courage of common men.
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Tim Cain:
Boys’ Entrance
and Bear radio
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The 2016 Dick Uyvari Memorial Celebrity 
Bowl was May 14 at Waveland Bowl, spon-
sored by the Friends of the Chicago LGBT Hall 
of Fame, a nonprofit that raises funds for 
the Hall of Fame itself, the first LGBT Hall of 
Fame launched by a city in the world.

The event was renamed in honor of the 
event’s founder, Dick Uyvari, who died last 

year. This year’s event has so far raised more 
than $9,000, with more than 30 bowlers on 
the lanes Saturday.

Event co-chairs were Kathy Caldwell and 
Darrick Johnson. Other event organizers 
included Israel Wright Jr., Gary Chichester, 
Mary Morten, Suzanne Arnold, Tracy Baim, 
Megan Carney and Vincent Pagan.

Sponsors of the LGBT Hall of Fame include 
Sam Coady, Phil Hannema, Michael Leppen, 
Richard Pfeiffer and Timothy K. Frye, Bill Pry, 
Richard Turner, Rick Aguilar Studios, Ann 
Sather Restaurant, BOI Magazine, Center on 
Halsted, Chicago History Museum, Chicago-
Pride.com, Grab Magazine, Hall’s, House of 
Blues, International Mr. Leather, J&L Cater-
ing, Morten Group, Napleton’s Northwestern, 
Sidetrack, Supergurl Images, Waveland Bowl 
and Windy City Times.

For information, email inquiry@glhallof-
fame.org or call 773-459-8337.

Photo by Hal Baim

from left: darrick Johnson, Gary chichester, mary morten, Kathy caldwell and israel Wright.
Photos by Hal baim

Friends of the Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame hosts bowling benefit

Chicago Sky
win home opener

Despite not having league MVP Elena Della 
Donne, the Chicago Sky had little problem 
with the Connecticut Sun, defeating the visi-
tors 93-70 on the league’s opening night.

Courtney Vandersloot had 14 points and 
seven assists, while Cappie Pondexter added 
13 points.

The Sky made 31 of 37 free throws and out-
rebounded Connecticut 46-33. 

Tickets start as low as $18; call 866-SKY-
WNBA or visit ChicagoSky.net.

gay games early
registration 
now open

The Federation of Gay Games (FGG) an-
nounced opening registration for Gay Games 
10, taking place in Paris on Aug. 4-12, 2018. 

The first 1,000 registrations made before 
May 31, 2016, will be at the “Very Early Bird” 
base rate of 120 euros (about $136 U.S.). 
Registration costs will increase on a regular 
basis, so the earlier one registers the lower 
the cost. In addition to the base rate are fees 
for chosen sports and culture activities; 36 
sports and 14 cultural events are available 
overall.

Base registration fees include the partici-
pation and full experience of the opening 
and closing ceremonies, transportation pass 
(Paris metro, bus and RER train), official pro-
gram book, welcome bag and the Official Gay 
Games 10 Paris 2018 participation medal.

Early registration is encouraged with in-
centives at https://www.paris2018.com/.

‘Mudderella’ June 4
Mudderella, the five-mile-plus obstacle 

course challenge designed for women by 
women, will make its third return to Chicago 
on Saturday, June 4.

Mudderella events are non-competitive 
challenges designed to empower women to 
work together while overcoming obstacles 
and having fun. Each course includes 12-15 
signature Mudderella obstacles designed to 
test balance, agility, strength and teamwork 
in a fun and social setting.

More than 5,000 participants took part 
in the 2015 Chicago event, and this year’s 
event is expected to be one of the biggest 
yet. Mudderella is a partner of Futures With-
out Violence, and its mission to prevent and 
put an end to domestic violence by develop-
ing educational programs and resources on 
domestic-violence awareness.

See http://mudderella.com/events/chi-
cago-2016/.

Team Hope Walk in
naperville May 22

The Illinois chapter of the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America (HDSA) an-
nounced that volunteers are raising aware-
ness of this genetic neurological disease 
through its community 12th Annual Team 
Hope Walk.

The event will take place Sunday, May 22, 
at Naperville’s Grand Pavilion. Registration 
begins at 9:30 a.m., and the walk kick-off 
begins at 10:30 a.m.

Visit Illinois.hdsa.org, email spiketdog@
softhome.net or call 815-498-6092.

IN HONOR OF...AMERICA’S HEALING HEROES

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 AT 8AM

  

HONOR RIDE CHICAGO 

YOUR REGISTRATION INCLUDES: A GOODIE BAG, GIVEAWAYS
FULLY STOCKED REST STOPS, SAG SUPPORT, A FINISHING MEDAL,

TACO BAR LUNCH, DRAWING FOR GREAT PRIZES LIKE APPLE
COMPUTERS, CUBS TICKETS, GIFT CARDS AND MORE! 

Three non-competitive routes of 18, 38 & 50
miles with rest stops. Beginning in Skokie

Ride with Medal of Honor recipients, Veterans, elected officials, business
leaders, corporate groups, families and hundreds of individual supporters.

REGISTER AT EVANSTONSUBARU.COM
CALL: 818-888-7091 EXT.106

EMAIL: HonorRideInfo@ RIDE2RECOVERY.COM

FACEBOOK AT: 
HONOR RIDE
CHICAGO

SPONSORED BY EVANSTON SUBARU
IN SKOKIE

glAAd Hatter Brunch at Pasteur

On May 15, Pasteur Restaurant hosted this 
year’s GLAAD Hatter Brunch, where ticket buy-
ers were encouraged to wear their best hats. 

The event’s co-chairs were Chad Bermingham 
and Kinley Preston, who presented GLAAD’s 
mission statement, discussed the relevance of 
the organization and announced grand marshal 
Emerson Olive Kollins. Raffle prizes included a 
trip provided by Orbitz and more, with a best 
hat contest winner and People’s Choice Award. 
Ketel One Vodka assisted with the Bloody Marys 
and Pasteur donated the Asian-inspired buffet. 

After 2 p.m., a tea dance had attendees 
dancing the afternoon away to a DJ. 

Visit GLAAD.org for more information on this 
organization.

Photos and text by Jerry nunn

event co-chairs chad bermingham and Kinley Preston.
Photos by Jerry Nunn

http://www.evanstonsubaru.com
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Will you go to
Pride Prom
with me?

That’s the question! As prom season ap-
proaches, The Northalsted Business Alliance 
(NBA) announces a right of passage redux in 
the form of Pride Prom: A Chance to Rewrite 
History, set for Saturday, May 21, in Boystown 
at Halsted and Newport.

As part of the newly formed collaboration 
with The Legacy Project, NBA invites revelers 
to enjoy an unforgettable evening of entertain-
ment and celebration in the heart of Boystown. 
The elaborate set-up will include an expansive 
outdoor tent on Waveland, between Halsted 
and Broadway. Guests will savor light fare by 
featured neighborhood restaurants, beverages 
and dancing. 

Christopher Barrett Politan, Executive Direc-
tor of the Northalsted Business Alliance, de-
scribes what the night means for the neigh-
borhood. “For many in the LGBTQ community 
prom was a less than welcoming environment 

Turn to page 26
chantay, you stay! ruPaul’s drag race season finale party, monday, may 16.

Photos by Jed Dulanas

SidETrACK

http://www.afchicago.org
http://www.t2ea.org
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All Things Beyonce:
one-year Anniversary

Wed., may 18, 9 pm
Sidetrack, 

3349 n. halsted St.
Sip the Lemonade with the rest of the 
Beyhive at this special “beynniversary” 
celebration. Formation concert ticket 
giveaway at midnight.

Nirmalpal’s Ride For AIDS BBQ

thu., may 19, 6-9 pm
replay, 

3439 n. halsted St.
$10 donation includes two drink tickets 
and BBQ, 50/50 raffle, mixology class-
es and many other great prizes. Event 
sponsored by Steamworks Baths. 

oTTEr: Booty Marauder

Sat., may 21, 9 pm
the Sofo tap, 

4923 n. clark St.
Marauder (noun) - Someone who attacks in 
search of booty. Guest DJ Voxbox will be 
attacking the tracks. Ty will be your host 
with the most bootylicious search magnet 
in town. Show off your booty in your finest 
warm-weather booty attire. Patio bar open 
‘til midnight. No cover.

These Boots Were Made For 
Walking

Sun., may 22, noon - 4 pm
rogers Park Social, 

6920 n. Glenwood ave.
Help bartender Leo raise funds for breast 
cancer. Leo is walking 39 miles to fight 
the disease. Help him by drinking tequi-
la and throwing pies at all of his friends.  
Raffle prizes, 50/50 raffle, burlesque, 
bingo, crepes and more.

by andreW daviS

Oak Park’s marion Street market (100 S. Marion 
St.; MarionStreetMarket.com) is just as quaint and 
welcoming as the suburb in which it is situated.
 By the way, it’s a good thing the venue has re-
branded from its original name of Marion Street 
Cheese Market—because there’s a restaurant that 
made the trip out there certainly worth it. 
 Stopping by for lunch recently, there was a large 
group of “ladies who lunch,” as some call them. 
For some reason, the scene reminded of the (soon-
to-be-revived) show Gilmore Girls, and the women  
Moving onto to Marion Street’s cuisine, lunch in-
cludes items such as soups, salads and sandwich-
es—and all the things we tried were pretty tasty. 
My dining partner raved about the chicken noodle 
soup (“Everything tastes so fresh!”) and also really 
liked the Miller’s Farm chicken sandwich.

 

I was initially a little hesitant to order the cauli-
flower tart—but, boy, was I glad I did. The honey 
and curry aioli, tart apples and Cabot cheddar 
made for a sandwich that was complex and amaz-
ingly delicious. In fact, my friend said that she 

didn’t even like cauliflower until she tried this 
item. I also have to give kudos to the lamb burger, 
which was extremely juicy—and the focaccia, from 
Morton Grove’s Z Bakery, was the softest and tast-
est bread of its kind I’ve had in quite some time.
 Also, if you can spare it, please try a dessert. 
Even though we were full, we absolutely devoured 
the buttery apple cake that was paired with vanilla 
ice cream. 
 A side note: We went at a time when some of 
the menu and drink items are being phased out for 
spring offerings. Thankfully, items such as the tart 
will remain.
 Also, be sure to stop by the market. There are 
various spirits, breads, desserts and, yes, cheeses.

chefs and the city
 Heartland Alliance and Heartland Health Out-
reach, Inc. (HHO) announced the return of its an-
nual Chefs and the City tasting event at the Mont-
gomery Club, 500 W. Superior St., on Thursday, 
June 2, at 6:30-9:30 p.m.
 Some of this year’s chef participants include RL 
Restaurant’s Ryan Pitts, Enolo Wine Bar’s Felipe 
Ospina, Tanta’s Jesus Delgado and Swirlz Cupcakes’ 
Marissa Meyer.
 Attendees can take a chance in the premier and 
grand raffles to win an array of prizes, including a 
trip to New York City.
 Complimentary cocktails from Bombay Sapphire 
and fine wines are included with each ticket pur-
chase. Early-bird tickets for the event are $100 
until May 20 at 5 p.m. ($125 after the date). To 
purchase tickets, visit https://secure3.convio.net/
ha/site/Ticketing?view=Tickets&id=106444.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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Marion Street
Market; Chefs 
and the City

cauliflower tart (above) and apple cake at 
marion Street market. 
Photos by Andrew Davis

dancing on their own (with friends) at the Polar music Party night, Sat., may 14.
Photos by Jerry Nunn

BErlin

PridE ProM from page 25
to express gender identity or sexual orientation. Our 
Pride Prom gives everyone the chance to rewrite 
their prom experience. Furthermore, we are thrilled 
that Alderman James Cappleman and his husband 
Richard Thale will serve as honorary co-chairs of the 
evening”

The event marks the first joint initiative for The 
Northalsted Business Alliance and The Legacy Proj-
ect, which recently announced their collaborative 
agreement to advance Boystown cultural program-
ming, business efforts and tourism plans. 

Neighborhood businesses are joining in the cel-
ebration by offering prom goers discounts at their 
establishments leading up to, during and after the 
event. Local bars and nightclubs are offering spe-
cials and line privileges at their establishments. 

tickets are available at www.northalsted.com.
See ad on back cover for more details.

http://www.springawakeningfestival.com
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“You ain’t nothing to me but a disappointment. 
And the day you die from AIDS, I’m gonna cel-
ebrate.”—lucious lyon’s response to his gay 
son on Empire. Excuse me—is it 1986? Why not 
have Alexis walk in wearing a hat with a veil and 
sunglasses? It would have fit in just as well—and 
been just as relevant.

Is anyone in the market for some slightly over-
the-hill, slightly used sperm? Yes, I am talking 
about my sperm; the fruit of my loins ... liter-
ally. I realize this is not a seller’s market, but 
there might be someone within earshot (or 
whatever the written equivalent is) who is in-
terested in some sluggish swimmers. For years, 
I thought that when my life settled down, I’d 
have a child—and I don’t mean that in the icky 
Michael Jackson way. But as time marches on and 
50 is within sight, I suspect that raising a child 
is beyond my capabilities—raising a dog who is 
free-fed and litter box trained is often beyond my 
capabilities. But why should I deny the world a 
little Billy Masters? He could grow up to be presi-
dent of the United States—or, at the very least, 
make fun of people running for president!

Last week, history was made on Dancing with 
the Stars. For years, the idea of a same-sex danc-
ing couple has been floated. The idea picked up 
steam when Lance Bass competed—there were 
serious talks about him being paired with a male 
pro. Last week, a same-sex couple dance finally 
happened, spearheaded by bruno tonioli. He had 
to choreograph a dance that would feature two 
of the contestants—nyle dimarco and Jodie 
Sweetin—and their partners. In the course of 
their Argentine tango, the stars swapped pros. 
And that’s how we ended up with Nyle dancing 
with Keo and Jodie dancing with Peta. Much was 
made of the bold move, particularly since Keo was 
the one who led. “Well, it’s a different experi-
ence,” said Nyle.

In a move that is being called “groundbreak-
ing,” CBS has given the green light to Doubt, a 
one-hour legal drama starring laverne cox. One 
report said, “This will be the first broadcast series 
featuring a transgender series regular character 
played by a transgender actor.” That may techni-
cally be true, but one must give ABC their due 
for casting candis cayne in Dirty Sexy Money 
way back in 2007 (although, technically, she was 
“recurring” rather than a “series regular”). Alas, 
Doubt has something that almost guarantees it 
will fail—star Katherine heigl. Oh, well.

melissa rivers has settled her medical mal-
practice lawsuit against Yorkville Endoscopy, 
where her mother Joan rivers died in 2014. 
“In accepting this settlement, I am able to put 
the legal aspects of my mother’s death behind 
me and ensure that those culpable for her death 
have accepted responsibility for their actions 
quickly and without equivocation,” said Missy in 
a statement written by her lawyers. (I doubt she 
uses the word “equivocation” in everyday conver-
sation.) While we don’t know the exact details, 
we’re told the payout is in excess of $10 million.

Didya know that Dreamgirls is heading to Lon-
don’s West End? And didya know that Effie will be 
played by amber riley? The show opens Nov. 19.

Meanwhile here in the States, a national tour 
of Hedwig and the Angry Inch will begin at the 
Golden Gate Theatre in San Francisco on Oct. 4. If 
you missed sexy darren criss when he took over 
the title role on Broadway for 12 weeks, you’re in 
luck—he’ll be headlining the show in San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles. It hasn’t been announced 
who will take over after he leaves.

Although the live stage version of The Body-
guard has been a hit in London since 2012, it 
hasn’t opened here. That will be rectified in No-
vember, when the show skips Broadway and hits 
the road for a national tour starting at the Paper 
Mill Playhouse. Even better news is that deborah 
cox will be slipping into the Whitney Houston 
role.

A television series about the long-running feud 
between Joan crawford and bette davis? Yes, 
please. FX has ordered eight episodes of Feud 
from ryan murphy. And if you were excited to 
see Crawford and Davis battling, wait ‘til I tell 
you who will be playing them ... Jessica lange 
and Susan Sarandon (as Crawford and Davis, re-
spectively). I can’t wait!

We’ve gotten some photos of Katie holmes on 
the set of The Kennedys: After Camelot, and I 
must say it’s uncanny how much she looks like 
Jackie Kennedy. Of course, I had no doubt she 
could play the role of a woman who turned a 
blind eye to her husband’s secret sex life. After 
all, she spent years perfecting that part!

ronnie larsen’s production of david dillon’s 
Party, currently running at the Empire Stage in 
Fort Lauderdale, brings together various elements 
of my life. I’ve often said that without people like 
Ronnie Larsen and David Dillon, there would be 
no Billy Masters. Both were notable gay theatre 
animals who inspired me in the 1990s—and later 
became friends. Way back in 1999, I suggested 
they collaborate. It only took 17 years, but Lars-
en is finally producing Party—a play he’s always 
loved, and it shows. 

The play, about a group of seven gay friends 
playing a version of Truth or Dare (called Fact, 
Fiction or Fantasy), survives or fails based on the 
chemistry of the cast. This group seems to be 
having a gay ol’ time, and that spills over into 
the audience (it doesn’t hurt that the good-look-
ing cast all get naked eventually). Special kudos 
to the superlative performances by charlie logan 
and Jamie morris, who really anchor the show. 
This is a party you won’t want to miss—and it 
runs through June 12. For tickets and informa-
tion, go to RonnieLarsen.com.

If you can’t get to Fort Lauderdale, you can 
see a hot naked guy online. For some inexplicable 
reason, Olympic skier Gus Kenworthy decided to 
take a nude photo of himself frolicking with a 
group of kangaroos in Australia. “I know I said no 
more kangaroo pictures butt I changed my mind.” 
Oh, there’s that sparkling wit we’ve come to ex-
pect from our gay sportsmen! You can check him 
out on BillyMasters.com.

When Gus is showing us what’s Down Under, 
we’ve definitely come to the end of yet another 
column. You can always get the latest dish at 
BillyMasters.com, the site that’s got something 
for everyone. We didn’t have room for a question 
this week, but you can send your queries along 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I promise to get 
back to you before I start a new website—Sper-
m2Go.com. Until next time, remember: One man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

nyle dimarco danced his way into history, 
according to billy.
Instagram photo
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• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

LGBTQ  Family Law    • Divorce    • Mediation

Adoption • Paternity    • Division of Property

• Custody    • Children’s rights

Child support  and enforcement

• Maintenance   • Domestic violence

Post divorce enforcement and modification

Grandparents and extended family rights

Pre-nuptial and post nuptial agreements

Robert T. Badesch
Tina Abramovitch

 Cory Blalock•Nicole McKinnon
William McSurley•Karen VanderMeer

ADVERTISE HERE
advertiSe here: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. to place 
an ad, contact terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ADULT MALE ENTERTAINMENT
bored??  We have the SolUtion! Check out 
www.gayflicks.com. Buy DVDs, Stream Gay Movies, 
Download them or just Pay Per Minute and watch only 
the scenes you want to!  You will love these xxx gay 
movies. WWW.GayflicKS.com (5/25/16-4)

BOOKS

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
qUicKbooK booKKeePer available.  Accounts 
Payable/Accounts Receivable, Invoicing, Collections, 
Time Tracking, Bank & Credit card reconciliations, Fi-
nancial Statements, Journal Entry, Reports for accoun-
tants for year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
cheStnUt cleaninG ServiceS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/23/16-52)

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
freShen UP! coSmetic dentiStry and botoX 
available. Host a Botox partly of 3 or more and 
the host/hostess gets a special deal. Dr. Rudziewiez 
is a licensed dentist and certified Botox specialist.  
Lakeview location and home visits available.  For 
consultation or more information call 872-999-0110. 
(5/25/16)

DECK CLEANING
cedar Pro, deck cleaning, staining, and restoration. 
Protect your deck. free estimates. 847-414-3422. 
(5/4/16-4)

HELP WANTED
entrePreneUrial SPiritS Wanted. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help  others. 
It’s what we do. Earn $10,000/month while you learn 
to invest VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. for a brief 
online overview, call or text your name to 708-292-
8778. (5/25/16-4)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
maKe yoUr home looK fabUloUS! We do Bathroom 
Remodeling, Carpentry, Drywall Repairs, Painting and 
more. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One 
year Warranty. Free Estimates! andy oncall 847-328-
3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  (12/16/16-56)

MASSAGE
maSSaGe firSt-claSS aSian male maSSeUr. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 
(7/6/16-16)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

CLASSIFIEDS

bestgaybooks4you.com
Go to the above website 

for complete descriptions.

Gay Murder Mysteries
Passion

Sexy Guys

All eBooks $0.99-$2.99

by
G. TOBY KING

REAL ESTATE
REALTORS
chicaGo’S toP Gay realtorS INSTANT FREE ACCESS 
TO CHICAGO’S TOP GAY REALTORS. FREE Buyers Repre-
sentation - FREE Sellers Market Analysis - FREE Reloca-
tion Kit any City, USA! on-line: WWW.GayrealeS-
tate.com or toll free 1-888-420-move (6683). no 
cost or obligation (2/28/17-52)

REAL ESTATE - FOR SALE - OUT OF 
TOWN

northWeSt indiana Private laKe homeS. Hidden 
hideaways located about an hour from downtown in 
Northwest Indiana. Charming home that could be run 
as a bed and breakfast over looking Pine Lake in La-
Porte Indiana. There is also a private ranch style home 
near Tee Lake. Swimming, fishing, or canoeing in a 
private lake community of homes. Call or text Tommy 
Sunn of 1st Choice Realty Group at 219-575-0881 
for more information on these homes or any other in 
Northwest Indiana. take the virtual tours at www.
tommysunn.com (5/4/16-2)

VACATION RENTAL
door coUnty SPrinGtime retreat Private, spacious, 
central to entire peninsula on 40 acres of meadow and 
blossoming wild apple orchard, natural views in every 
direction. Between Sister Bay and Egg Harbor, 5 min 
from sunset over water. 3 bed/2 bath, fully equipped 
for 6. new listing! Please contact agent for info: 
andrea@lundquistrealty.com (5/11/16-2)

en—they live, work and study as women.
 Our Title VII claim is brought against the 
state and governor of North Carolina, the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety and the 
University of North Carolina because of sex dis-
crimination in employment. Our Title IX claim 
is brought against the University of North Caro-
lina because of sex discrimination in its educa-
tion programs.
 We also bring a claim under the Violence 
Against Women Act, or VAWA, a more recent 
statute specifically designed to prevent dis-
crimination against transgender people by en-
tities that accept certain federal funds. As with 
Title IX, entities that accepted federal funds 
under VAWA—including UNC and the North 
Carolina Department of Public Safety—pledged 
that they would not discriminate on the basis 

of sex or gender identity. Our complaint seeks 
to enforce that pledge and hold those entities 
accountable for the discrimination required by 
HB 2.
 Even as we seek that compliance, we remain 
committed to working with any agency receiv-
ing federal funding to develop a plan to ensure 
their compliance with federal law.
 For the reasons I just highlighted, HB 2 vio-
lates the law. But HB 2 also threatens the val-
ues that define us as a people. These values are 
timeless. These values say to all people that 
you can be who you are, and you deserve to 
live with dignity.
 The complaint filed today seeks to enforce 
these laws and protect these values. At this 
time, the Attorney General and I would be hap-
py to answer any questions you may have.
 video of the press conference is at c-SPan.
org/video/.

guPTA from page 16

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

‘Hockney’ at
Siskel in late May

At the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State 
St., on May 20-26, the film Hockney will run.

The 108-minute documentary “tracks Hock-
ney’s life and art through their many stages, 
from Yorkshire lad to Swinging London scene-
maker to pioneer gay artist to chronicler of 
L.A.’s swimming-pool culture to technologically 
innovative wielder of Polaroids and iPads,” ac-
cording to the Siskel’s website.

See Siskelfilmcenter.org/hockney.

Trans documentary
at Facets May 20-26

The transgender documentary From This Day 
Forward will run at Facets Cinematheque, 1517 
W. Fullerton Ave., May 20-26.

During filmmaker Sharon Shattuck’s preteen 
years, her father came out as a transgender 
woman and changed her name to Trisha. The 
movie looks at how the marriage of Sharon’s 
mother, Marcia, and Trisha survived the transi-
tion.

See facets.org/cinematheque/films/
may2016/from-this-day-forward.php.

Back lot Bash now
two weekends long

Andersonville’s Back Lot Bash, a women’s 
outdoor festival, will take place in Anderson-
ville on June 16-19 and 24-26.

Each night will have a theme:
—Thursday, June 16: Comedy Night at the 

Laugh Factory

—Saturday, June 18: Girl’s Night Out, at 
Seven Lounge

—Sunday, June 19: Sunday Social and Wine 
Tasting, at Himmel’s

—Friday, June 23: Sunset Concert, behind 
Cheetah Gym

—Saturday, June 24: All Day Bash, behind 
Cheetah Gym

—Sunday, June 25: Pride Day Bash, behind 
Cheetah Gym

Among the celebrities slated to attend the 
Bash are actress Taryn Manning (Orange Is the 
New Black), duo Nina Sky, musician Cathy Rich-
ardson and singer Lisa Loeb.

See backlotbashchicago.com.

from 2015’s back lot bash.
Photo by Kat Fitzgerald
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1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

CHAD DUDA
Broker Associate

773.398.4097
CHADDUDA@GMAIL.COM
CHADDUDA.COM

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY

FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“I’m excited to get you 
into your new home!”

Artists
Professionals
Business owners

serving:

www.abd-cpas.com  •  (847) 257-7330

• Divorce
• Child Custody
• Adoption
• Cohabitation
  Agreements
• Domestic Violence
• Spousal and 
  Child Support

Proudly serving same-sex couples!
115 S. LaSalle St., 26th Floor
312-715-0870
www.illinoislawforyou.com

Janice L. Boback Kimberly J. 
Anderson

Freshen UpTM

You can be who you want to be!

Host a Botox Party (3 people minimum), 
and Hostess gets a special deal!

Call for a consultation or for more info:
872-999-0110

Services Available: Cosmetic Dentistry
Botox

Dr. Rudziewicz, licensed dentist and Botox specialist, 
will return all inquiries within twelve hours.

Convenient Lakeview Location
Home Visits Available

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

EsEs is Results.
Es is Experience.

Es is Your Real Estate Guru.
Esmeralda (Es) Román

Cell/Text: 630.747.7338  |  eroman@koenigrubloff.com

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777



Wed., May 18
author reading and Signing: the hon-

eymoon Dinithia Smith. This novel 
recounts George Eliot’s honeymoon in 
Venice in June 1880 following her mar-
riage to a handsome young man twenty 
years her junior.   7:30pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/book/9781590517789

Thursday, May 19
out, Proud, and muslim: center on 

halsted chats with fawzia mirza and 
Zaynab Shahar Are there people who 
follow Islam and also identify as LG-
BTQ? Of course! We chat with Fawzia 
Mirza (Actor, Writer, and Producer) and 
Zaynab Shahar (Theologian and Co-
founder, Third Coast Queer Muslims) 
about the unique experience of living 
openly as a queer Muslim in an uncer-
tain America. $5 suggested donation. 
Inability to pay should not act as a de-
terrent to attending.  6:30pm - 8:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/713496148792169/  Tickets: 
http://www.centeronhalsted.org/new-
events-details.cfm?ID=12095

center for the Study of Gender and 
Sexuality 20th Symposium Opening 
reception 6:00 to 6:30 pm. The found-
ing and development of gender and sex-
uality studies at University of Chicago. 
Two-day event continues Friday, May 20, 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm.   6:30pm - 8:30pm   
5733 S. University Ave., Chicago, IL  
http://gendersexuality.uchicago.edu/
about/20thanniversary.shtml

new town Writers Workshop Participants 
are asked to bring copies of their work 
to share with other writers and listen-
ers.   7:00pm - 9:00pm   Gerber Hart 
Library and Archives  6500 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.gerberhart.org

Friday, May 20 
black feminist futures Symposium 

Two-day symposium traces Black femi-
nist theory and praxis in and beyond 
the academy, entering intergenerational 
Black feminist dialogue as a critical in-
tellectual and social force. Sixteen lead-
ing scholars will participate  8:30am - 
7:30pm   Block Museum  40 Arts Circle 

Drive Evanston, IL 60208  http://planit-
purple.northwestern.edu/event/484709

South Side Swell LGBTQ services happy 
hour. Connect with providers who live 
and work in Chicago’s South Side. Please 
contact Jacqueline Boyd for more de-
tails or to RSVP, Jacqueline@the-care-
plan.com.  5:00pm - 8:00pm   The Jef-
frey Pub, 7041 S. Jeffrey Blvd., Chicago  
640-479-0083  https://www.facebook.
com/events/1705300539752768/ 

queer Prom 2016 11th annual Queer 
Prom is: dancing, food, information 
booths about LGBTQ youth & allies to 
celebrate fearlessly & unapologetically 
who they are, our communities, and 
prom! Performances by: Sindy Vicious, 
Azula Sapphire, Ophelia Monroe. Stu-
dents/youth $10. Youth allies $20 (sold 
at door).  5:30pm - 11:00pm   National 
Museum of Mexican Art  1852 W. 19th 
St. Chicago  http://bit.ly/1RKouaX 

chicago Gay men’s chorus My Kind of 
Town Showing love for our great city 
in a fittingly titled tuneful tribute. See 
other dates and locations  8:00pm   Har-
ris Theater for Music and Dance  205 E 
Randolph Dr Chicago  773-296-0541  
Tickets: http://www.cgmc.org

Saturday, May 21 
depression & bipolar Support alliance 

(lGbtq) Support meeting to talk about 
illnesses, symptoms, treatment, doc-
tors, and personal issues such as dating, 
relationships and work. Every Saturday.   
11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted St.,  http://dbsa-glbt-
chicago.com

Pride Prom, A Chance to Rewrite History 
Northalsted Business Alliance and The 
Legacy Project present an evening of 
entertainment and celebration in the 
heart of Boystown. Expansive outdoor 
tent with light fare by featured neigh-
borhood restaurants, beverages and 
dancing. Early bird tickets are avail-

able for $100 thru April 21.  7:00pm 
- 10:00pm   On Waveland, between 
Halsted and Broadway  Tickets: http://
www.northalsted.com 

muntu dance theatre: Stomping 
Grounds With guests from Mexican 
Folkloric Dance Company and BAM. Free 
admission.  7:30pm   DuSable Museum  
40 E 56th Pl Chicago  http://Chicago-
Tap.org

chicago Gay men’s chorus: my Kind of 
town Showing love for our great city 
in a fittingly titled tuneful tribute. 
See other dates and locations  8:00pm   
North Shore Center for the Performing 
Arts  9501 Skokie Blvd. Skokie, IL 60077  
773-296-0541  Tickets: http://www.
cgmc.org 

fundraiser for bear radio network 
Support those who support LGBT 
musicians.A fundraiser for Bear Radio 
Network, an internet LGBT radio sta-
tion on the TuneIn App and iTunes Ra-
dio. Performers include Boys’ Entrance, 
Shelley Miller, Michael Grimes & Scott 
Free, Andrea Bunch and Lars Von Keitz. 
Hosted by Scott Free. More info about 
Bear Radio at bearradio.net. Silvie’s 
Lounge, 1902 W. Irving Park Rd.  8:30pm 
- 11:00pm   Silvie’s Lounge, 1902 W. Ir-
ving Park Rd.

Sunday, May 22
asians & friends chicago aPi month 

fundraiser The event’s headlining per-
former is Rodell Rosel, a touring op-
eratic tenor who is set to appear this 
season in Lyric Opera of Chicago’s The 
Magic Flute and Das Rheingold. 1:00pm   
Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chicago  
http://www.afchicago.org

chicago Gay men’s chorus my Kind of 
town Showing love for our great city 
in a fittingly titled tuneful tribute. 
See other dates and locations  3:00pm   
Beverly Arts Center, 2407 W. 111th St.; 
Chicago  773-296-0541  Tickets: http://

www.cgmc.org 
aPi lGbtq family acceptance Workshop 

Hear Asian-American and Southeast 
Asian parents share their experiences 
of confusion, love, acceptance and cel-
ebration of their LGBTQ children. Speak-
ers include Marsha, who is a Japanese 
mother of a transgender son, Danny, a 
Filipino father of a gay son, and Joanne, 
a Korean mother of a transgender son.  
3:30pm - 5:30pm   Lake View Lutheran 
Church, 835 W. Addison St., Chicago, IL  
http://www.nqapia.org/

Monday, May 23
limelight Series Presents like a ver-

sion: Sung for the very first time 
with Pride films & Plays This cabaret-
style evening features an ensemble of 
performers from Pride Films and Plays 
as they re-examine our musical expec-
tations of gender, age, and so much 
more. To learn more about Pride Films 
and Plays, visit their website at pride-
filmsandplays.com. $10 suggested do-
nation. *Inability to pay should not act 
as a deterrent to attending.  7:00pm 
- 8:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  https://www.facebook.
com/events/228670864189865/

Wed., May 25 
book reading and Signing - Pistols and 

Petticoats: 175 years of lady detec-
tives in fact and fiction Erika Janik  
7:30pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com/
book/9780807039380

Touche: best of chicago Welcome Party 
The official kickoff to IML weekend in 
Chicago. Hosted by Mr. Chicago Leather 
2016 Todd Harris. Part of Touche’s Me-
morial Day weekend festivities.  9:00pm 
- 4:00am   Touche  6412 N Clark St Chi-
cago  http://www.touchechicago.com

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

‘OUT’-STANDING

fawzia mirza (above) and 
Zaynab Shahar will be part of 

“out, Proud and muslim.”
Photo from Mirza

Thursday, May 19
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him there,” Horvich said. “But it was so hard 
to leave him.”
 For the first time in decades of living an in-
separable life, Horvich returned to an empty 
house.

“Behold! Heaven.”

 “Greg was happy to be at the Lieberman Cen-
ter,” Horvich said. “He became very comfort-
able in his new, small environment where I 
was no longer putting expectations on him like 
going to the opera or trying to function nor-
mally in our life. For the last couple of years, 
he didn’t communicate at all sentence-wise.”
 Still, Horvich transformed Maire’s room at Li-
eberman into one of the best decorated and 
most welcoming in the center.
 “All of a sudden I had this whole team help-
ing me with Greg’s medical and safety needs,” 
Horvich said. “Greg started having seizures and 
had to go to hospital. By the time he got back 
to Lieberman he was no longer ambulatory. He 
had to be fed. He had to have a machine to lift 
him up and out of bed. I found a guy named 
Manny to be Greg’s caregiver. He and Greg de-
veloped a beautiful relationship. Manny was a 
gift from heaven. He was there seven days a 
week.”
 “You know Greg was still there emotionally 
even though there were few communication 
skills,” Horvich added. “I would come in and 
he would know who I was. He was so happy to 
see me. I’d say, ‘You know what? I love you’. 
I would tell him that 12 times in an hour. He 
would reply simply, ‘I know’.”
 “It was a good life even though it was greatly 
diminished,” Horvich added. “I got him a teddy 
bear and he would carry it around. Everyone 
knew Greg and his bear. He was named ‘Peace-
ful’ and Greg would use the bear to tantrum 
when he was upset. He would cry into it. He 

would laugh and get silly with it. Out of every-
thing I tried, I felt the bear was the best thing 
I ever did for him.”
 On Oct. 1, 2015, Horvich received a call from 
the hospice care nurse. Horvich stated, “She 
said that he was non-responsive all day and ‘I 
think he may be preparing to leave us.’”
 As he remembered, Horvich’s voice cracked. 
He hunched over slightly and tears fell down 
his cheeks: “So I … I’m sorry. I haven’t been 
through this for a while.”
 “I didn’t want Greg to be in pain through an 
elongated process,” Horvich said. “But, in his 
inimitable style, he slowed his dying down to 
make it easier on me and everybody who came 
to say goodbye.”
 Maire was in a coma for three days.
 “On the third day I crawled into bed with 
him,” Horvich recalled. “I put my head on his 
shoulder and told him how much I loved him 
and how much I would miss him. I apologized, 
again, for those times I was mean or incon-
siderate. I gave him permission to leave when 
he was ready with the assurance that I would 
be okay. Then I got out of bed and kissed 
him on his open, non-responsive mouth three 
times. The third time, he closed his mouth and 
kissed me back. He was able to muster enough 
strength through his coma to kiss me good-
bye.”
 On Oct. 4, Horvich was preparing to go back 
to the hospital when he decided to light a can-
dle for Maire. “The phone rings,” he said. “As I 
was lighting the candle, Greg was leaving us.”
 Maire’s body was cremated. His ashes were 
placed in a sewing box that once belonged to 
his “favorite grandma,” Carrie.
 “I brought him back and, as I came over the 
threshold, I said, ‘Welcome home,’” Horvich 
remembered with a smile. “It felt good rather 
than leaving him in a concrete vault in a cem-
etery.”
 Horvich described grief as coming in rolling 
waves. “I relived the times I was mean,” he 
said. “I was afraid to give into emotions. But I 

continued meditating and I learned how to sit 
with my emotions, how to live with suffering 
and grief. I learned that everything isn’t per-
manent. It is constantly changing. So it is with 
life and death.”
 Horvich and Maire’s story has been told in 
a documentary short film, Alzheimer’s: A Love 
Story, that is receiving awards at film festivals 
around the world.
 Before Maire died, he and Horvich had a con-
versation about helping others. It was some-
thing that had played a significant role in 
their life together. Despite each of the trials 
Alzheimer’s presented, their outreach to those 
in need only cemented the fact that they loved 
each other more than ever.
 Thus the “More Than Ever Education Fund,” 
which Horvich and Maire established, is a fit-
ting title for the educational opportunities 
which will be afforded to youth confronting 
homelessness in the Chicago area. Adminis-
tered by the homeless-advocacy organization 
La Casa Norte, the fund will provide scholar-
ships and educational initiatives for those 
homeless youth who are a part of the organiza-
tion.

 Regardless of the changes life still has in 
store for him, Horvich said he feels that his 
beloved Greg is constantly at his side as a con-
queror and hero of Alzheimer’s—never a victim 
of it.
 “The minute that he died, the Alzheimer’s 
disappeared,” Horvich said. “All of his problems 
were gone and he was free and could fly again. 
The Alzheimer’s became a non-issue. He comes 
to me in dreams. He says that he is okay and 
doing well.”
 The poem Horvich and Maire read at their civ-
il union still echoes as testament to the kind of 
love that is as real as two men who met across 
a crowded room, forged a life together, laughed 
and fought together and overcame the worst of 
times to remain, forever and a day, together.
 “Behold! The lovelier blue of heaven is gath-
ered in my friend’s eye and from his unclouded 
brow beams highborn fidelity. More brightly it 
is written there than in gold upon our door; 
Where good men love one another, joy dwells 
ever and evermore!”
 for more information visit: mhorvichcares.
blogspot.com and http://mhorvich.blogspot.
com .

Enduring from page 10

Gregory maire 
(left) and 
michael horvich.
Photo courtesy of 
Horvich
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OUT OF THE OFFICE was conceived 
15 years ago by community supporter 
and Chicago publicist, Andrew Hayes, 
as a way to kick off Pride Month and 
benefit local LGBTQ charities.  To date 
more than $50,000 has been raised 
by this party benefitting many 
LGBTQ nonprofit organizations 

The Godfrey and I|O have been an 
exceptional partner for this event, 
where in 2015, the party enjoyed over 
600 partygoers!  Be sure to tell your 
friends to join you for what’s certain 
to be another great evening of 
connections, community and cocktails. 

Kick Off Pride Month in Chicago

The GODFREY Rooftop
127 W. Huron at LaSalle, Chicago
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JUNE 1, 2016
5:30 P.M. TO 8 P.M.
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Enjoy sponsored cocktails, cash bar and light fare.

BENEFITTING

a project of AIDS Foundation of Chicago

Don’t MISS

the PARTY!

Because last year’s event 

sold out, you can now order 

advance tickets onlne.

Visit www.lgbtcc.com and look for 

OUT of Office or go directly to

lgbtcc.com/pride-kick-off-june-1/
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A CHANCE TO REWRITE HISTORY

The Nor thalsted Business Al l iance, 
in col laborat ion wi th The Legacy Project present

7pm |  BOYSTOWN |  Halsted & Newport

Show your ticket to enjoy 
these fabulous deals!

BUSINESS ALLIANCE
NORTHALSTED

http://www.northalsted.com
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