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This fall, Logo TV and Gender Proud Production teamed for 
a new digital exclusive video series. Beautiful As I Want To 
Be is introduced by transgender supermodel/executive pro-
ducer Geena Rocero; then, individuals’ personal stories are 
depicted, each with a selected mentor to assist the journey.
 The first episode features reality TV star Caitlyn Jenner 
guiding a young trans man named Zeam. There are more epi-
sodes, with people such as Jen Richards and Chicagoan An-
gelica Ross, who are two friends producing one of the first 
scripted dramas starring transgender actors, called HerStory.
 Rocero appears in each of the episodes, bringing a strong 
background in the public eye to each segment. She is regu-
larly featured on E!’s I Am Cait and was the first trans woman 
to be a part of the CoverGirl campaign. Her TED talk has been 
viewed more than 2.7 million times. Rocero is the founder of 
Gender Proud, an organization advocating for trans equality 

involved with the new show.
 Windy City spoke with Rocero to learn a bit more about the 
groundbreaking series.

 Windy City Times: Where in the world are you calling 
from?
 Geena Rocero: I’m in New York, where I live.
 WCT: Talk about your background so our readers can 
know better.
 GR: Sure. I am a fashion model. I am the founder of Gen-
der Proud. This is an organization advocating for transgender 
rights. We also produce media to tell an empowered dignified 
story about what it means to be trans. 
 I was originally born in the Philippines but moved to New 
York City to start my modeling career. I did that but for the 
longest time I was not out as a trans model. My modeling 
agent did not even know that I was trans. After living for 

Turn to page 17
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BOLD/‘BEAUTIFUL’
Trans supermodel Geena Rocero

on ‘Beautiful As I Want to Be’
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At 9 p.m., there will be a Transgender Day of 
Remembrance program with Crispin Torres, 

Alexis Martinez and other speakers.

On Saturday, 7 a.m., the program ends with 
performances from Artemis Singers and 

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
CRICKET HILL AT MONTROSE AND THE LAKE

The stage program begins 
at 6 pm with DJ music. 

MCs: Robin Robinson, Sean Lewis, 
Fawzia Mirza, and Honey West

PERFORMANCES FROM:

Lakeside Pride Brass 
and Wind Quartets
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Disco fever 
 You certainly can judge a book by 
its cover. In this case, Disco: an 
encyclopedic Guide to the cover 
art of Disco ($49.95; Amazon.com) 
shows just that. There are covers 
of records by artists such as Don-
na Summer, Village People, Teddy 
Pendergrass and O’Jays as well as 
lesser-known musicians. Be warned, 
though: The fashions of that time 
are on full display, too.
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cOMPiLeD By anDrew DaViS

Print condition
 For those who like to get literary, Out of Print (www.outof-
printclothing.com) has a variety of novelty items, including 
clothes, jewelry and even coaster sets. One of my favorites? 
The iPhone case that has the cover of The Great Gatsby we 
all read in high school (the one with the darker blue back-
ground, complete with a woman’s eyes and lips); inside, that 
case reads, “Hello, old sport!”

I’ll just have one glass 
 Tell the world (or just visitors at home) just what working was 
like with the “How was your Day?” wine glass (BigMouthToys.
com). Just an opinion: If you find yourself drinking from the 
“Don’t Ask!” level several days in a row, you may need to change 
your life in some way.

A kit above 
 Bevel, by Walker & Company, is a subscription service that offers 
a full-range shaving system. Each 30-day starter kit ($59.95; get-
bevel.com) features a double-edge safety razor along with blades, 
a badger shaving brush, priming oil, shaving cream and restoring 
balm. (Each kit after is for 90 days, and is $29.95). I have to ad-
mit: These items are pretty high-quality.

The greatest love of all 
 whitney Houston Love: Her Greatest Perfor-
mances: The six-time Grammy-award winning 
singer’s first-ever live album features the most 
memorable live performances from her storied ca-
reer. Among the features are Houston’s 1991 rendi-
tion of “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the Super 
Bowl, her 1983 debut on The Merv Griffin Show and 
her duet with Mariah Carey at the 1999 Academy 
Awards.

Feeling the Love 
 A number of companies submitted candies for consid-
eration, but norman Love confections (www.normanl-
oveconfections.com) won, hands down, for its decadent 
truffles (with flavors such as eggnog latte, candy cane and 
S’mores)—and assortments start at $6.25.
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Gay sensibility 
 The game that’s so Gay! (www.facebook.com/
ThatsSoGayGame; $24.99) aims to use the phrase as a 
positive opportunity to educate LGBTQs and allies, as 
the game features more than 2,400 questions in six 
categories. Produced by Windy City Times Publisher 
Tracy Baim, there are a limited number of copies of the 
game available now at Chicago’s Women & Children First 
Bookstore and Gaymart.

Brew something  
 Looking for something different 
for your mixed drinks? Try owl’s 
Brew (http://theowlsbrew.com), 
advertised as a “tea crafted for 
cocktails.” Owl’s Brew has created a 
box set for the holiday season that 
includes threeflavors: The Classic, 
Coco-Lada, and Pink and Black. 
Moreover, it pairs well with a variety 
of spirits, including vodka, whiskey, 
gin, rum, tequila and champagne.

Mucho gusto  
 When it comes to making 
premium coffee (and Chicago 
loves its caffeine), it’s hard to 
beat the Nescafe Dolce Gusto 
Beverage system by DeLonghi 
(ht tp ://www.de longhi .com; 
$129.95). Users can customize 
beverage strength and preparation 
with the seven-level LED display 
controls, and it even comes with 
six capsules. Incidentally, the 
Dolce Gusto makes a lot more than 
gourmet coffees, such as lattes, 
iced drinks and cappuccinos.

Black is beautiful  
 Riedel Crystal has revealed its first-ever collection of black 
glassware, the Riedel sommeliers Black series Collector’s Edition 
(www.riedel.com or in Bloomingdale’s stores; $159 a glass). The set 
comes with a Bordeaux Grand cru, Burgundy Grand Cru, a champagne 
glass, zinfandel, montrachet and vintage port—but you oenophiles 
probably already knew that.

Brothers in arms  
 Brooks Brothers (www.
brooksbrothers.com and local stores) 
has been known for its outstanding 
quality—I can personally testify 
based on a shirt I have owned for 
a couple years. Fortunately, after 
checking out some other items, that 
high standard has been maintained. 
(By the way, the company is currently 
offering complimentary shipping on 
its items.)

To market we go  
 abe’s Market (www.abesmarket.com) may advertise itself 
as selling items that promote “mindful living”—but some 
are just plain cool. From a kiwi coconut exfoliating mask 
to the Hala Wine Rack to cocktail cupcakes to those very 
popular infinity scarves, this site definitely has something 
for everyone. 



By JACQuELINE BOyD

It is no secret that LGBTQ people experi-
ence unique challenges throughout the ag-
ing process. Securing an affirming caregiving 
resource is a critical component for any long -
term care plan. During this third installment 
of “LGBTQ & Long Term Care  What You Need 
to Know” column, we explore caregiving op-
tions.

Caregivers are often needed when an in-
dividual requires assistance to complete ac-
tivities of daily living (also known as ADL’s), 
such as bathing, toileting, dressing, exercise 
or feeding. They can also assist with house-
keeping tasks, meal preparation, medication 
reminders, companionship, and transporta-
tion.

There are five general types of caregiver 
support, and each come with their own pros 
and cons. Identifying these benefits and risks 
can help in determining the right choice. 

The types of caregiver support are as fol-
lows:

1) Family Caregivers
2) Independent Caregivers
3) Placement Agencies
4) Home Services Agencies
5) Adult Day Care
For most people, the preference is to have 

family and friends take on caregiver tasks. 
However, prior to engaging in this type of 
arrangement a number of factors should be 
considered. Skill set, capacity, and person-
ality traits of family and friends should be 
assessed to best match individuals with ap-
propriate responsibilities.

For example, if there are three people 
who care deeply and want to contribute as 
caregivers, identify their strengths and your 
corresponding area of need. If one of those 
people is a nurse, another is a chef, a third 
a personal trainer, try to match skill sets in 
a way that makes sense. Perhaps the nurse 
could attend doctor appointments, the chef 
could make meals twice a week, and the per-
sonal trainer could assist with therapy and re-
habilitation efforts. In this way the strengths 
of family and friends are maximized and the 
potential for burnout minimized.

Be realistic about the capacity of family 
caregivers to avoid risky situations or incon-
sistent care. Raise conversations early about 
support in older years and strive for clarity 
amongst family and friends. Spread respon-
sibility amongst the support system, and 
supplement with one of the other caregiver 
categories if necessary.

LGBTQ individuals are twice as likely as 
the general population to live alone in older 
years, and three to four times less likely to 
have children, according to SAGE (Services 
and Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Elders). This means there may be 
a limited circle of family caregivers to en-
gage when the time comes.

If family caregivers aren’t a complete solu-
tion, the next step is to identify which of 
the remaining four categories is the best fit. 
When choosing a caregiver from an agency, 
be sure to ask what type of LGBTQ compe-
tency training they provide staff and what 
measures they have in place to prevent dis-
crimination. For more information, check out 
these “Nine Tips On Finding LGBT -Affirming 
Services” from the National Resource Center 

On LGBT Aging: http://www.lgbtagingcenter.
org/resources/resource.cfm?r=4.

Independent caregivers are often found 
through informal means such as online ad-
vertisements or word of mouth. The price for 
independent caregivers is the lowest of the 
paid options, typically $10- 15 per hour, and 
is arranged directly with the caregiver. How-
ever the low price tag comes with a high de-
gree of risk. Independent caregivers become 
your employees, so worker’s compensation, 
tax reporting, and social security contribu-
tions are all your responsibility. In addition, 
there is little protection from fraud or finan-
cial abuse.

Placement agencies offer mid range protec-
tion as they are licensed by the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health (IDPH) and care-
givers undergo an initial background check. 
Payment is arranged directly with the care-
giver, and the agency may have guidelines 
and recommendations as well as a “finders 
fee.” Beyond the up-front screening, the 
same risks as an independent caregiver ap-
ply as they are still considered to be your 
employee.

Home Services Agencies avoid the em-
ployment risks because their caregivers are 
bonded and insured to the company. Payment 
and any requests are arranged directly with 
the agency. The agency also has insurance in 
place should theft or injury occur on the part 
of their employees.

The cost ranges from $22- 28 per hour, of-
ten with a minimum of three hours.

Adult day-care services focus on activity 
and engagement in a social setting, and the 
individual goes to a facility with other se-
niors. The cost tends to be $60 -70 per day 
and operates Mondays through Fridays al-
though how many days a week someone at-
tends is flexible. This option can supplement 
family caregiver arrangements because it 
provides a cost-effective respite opportunity 
for the family.

Jacqueline Boyd is the founder of The 
Care Plan, a care-management and map-
ping company catering to the health and 
aging needs of Chicago’s LGBTQ commu-
nity. Find more information at w ww.the-
care plan.com  or 630 -479- 0083 .
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By GrETChEN rAChEL hAmmOND

Almost 200 individuals experiencing home-
lessness and their advocates marched on 46th 
Ward Ald. JamesCappleman’s Uptown home 
and, then, his office Nov. 9 to protest what or-
ganizers called “an apparent campaign to drive 
[homeless] people out of Uptown.” 

The temperatures were already hovering 
around freezing when people began to gather 
at the Cricket Hill Park on the corner of Wilson 
Avenue and Marine Drive—a place where the 
homeless of all ages try to find respite from 
the cold, often sleeping under the Lake Shore 
Drive viaduct. 

“The police come unannounced at 2 am in the 
morning with garbage trucks and roust us and 
tell us whatever we can put on our backs and 
take with us is fine,” Robert—who has stayed 
under said viaduct since 2010—told Windy City 
Times. “A lot of times, they throw the rest of 
our stuff in the trash. Not just clothes, but 
medication and personal documents. They just 
say they are doing their jobs and look down 
their noses at us.” 

Robert said he was evicted from his apart-
ment after he could not pay the rent. He added 
that shelters like Cornerstone that were avail-
able to him were unsanitary, racist and danger-
ous.  

“You just do it,” he said. “You get enough 
clothes and blankets and you take one day at a 
time. You have people who are found dead out 
here. There was this one guy Jack who lived 
under the viaduct for a while. He walked down 
to the CVS and they found him in a stairwell.”

Laura Schwartz has been homeless for three 
years. “Mr. Cappleman wants to make this 
neighborhood the next Gold Coast,” she told 
Windy City Times. “They’re throwing our prop-
erty away. They’re harassing us, threatening us. 
Waking us up in the middle of the night. What’s 
going on is very wrong.”

Like Robert, she agreed that the few shel-
ters with single-occupancy room (SRO) ser-
vices available make matters worse. “The staff 
does not know how to control the people liv-
ing there,” she said. “I’ve endured mental and 
physical abuse. I’ve been threatened. I’ve had 
steel chairs thrown at my feet.”

Robert claimed that he and others have tried 
to approach Cappleman about the issue numer-
ous times. “We’ve gone to his office and he’s 
never available,” Robert said. “He doesn’t want 
to claim responsibility. I’m not a criminal. I’m 

homeless. A lot of us just had a bad break. 
Cappleman wants to close the shelters down. 
Where are we supposed to go? If Cappleman 
had to spend a day out here living like we did, 
he’d know what it is like.”

Gay Liberation Network co-founder Andy 
Thayer was one of the co-organizers of the 
march along with Northside Action for Justice, 
Uptown People’s Law Center, Uptown Uprising 
and Uptown Chicago Rocks. 

“This is a long battle,” Thayer told Windy City 
Times. “Cappleman has been purging low-in-
come housing from this ward ever since he was 
elected to office. We have lost over a thousand 
units of private, low-income housing—more 
than the rest of the city combined.”

Cappleman preempted the march with a press 
release from his office. “I share many of the 
concerns about the impact of the police sweeps 
on our homeless neighbors,” he wrote. “Primar-
ily, the sweeps are a short term tactic that do 
not address the underlying cause of widespread 
homelessness.”

He said he is ‘the number one advocate in 
the City Council to put funding forward toward 
the implementation of the City’s 2.0 Plan to 
End Homelessness.” 

“Actions speak louder than words,” Thayer 
said. “There has not been a single new unit 
of low income housing built in this ward since 
Cappleman became alderman. We don’t believe 
whatever he says. If you give people decent 
housing first, then you can deal with all the 
other problems that come with homelessness. 
The worst thing you can do is precisely what 
Cappleman is doing—sweeping people out, il-
legally using the law, citing ordinances falsely 
to intimidate and scare people from under the 
viaducts and the parks. People need to hold 
Cappleman and the police accountable.” 

“As an attorney, I am appalled the City of 
Chicago has decided that the way it will ad-
dress the homeless problem is not by providing 
homes but instead by sending out the police,” 
Uptown Peoples Law Center Executive Director 
Alan Mills told the crowd. “Instead of provid-
ing them with housing, we are arresting them, 
we are giving them a criminal record. We are 
making it impossible for them to even get into 
housing if they have a criminal record. This 
is not the way you deal with social problems. 
When Cappleman ran the first time, he made a 
written pledge that he would sustain all exist-

Chicago homeless,
advocates confront
Ald. Cappleman

Esteban Burgoa (right) confronts 46th Ward Ald. James Cappleman.
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

LGBTQ and long-term
care: Caregiving

Jacqueline Boyd.
Photo courtesy of Boyd
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 A range of speakers and performers will join 
the Out in the Open Sleep Out Friday, Nov. 20, 
at Montrose and the Lake, on the east side of 
Cricket Hill, to benefit 19 youth homeless re-
lated projects and organizations.
 Those who have not registered online for the 
Sleep Out can still attend. They can register on 
site to sleep out, or give a donation (suggest-
ed $50 donation) to attend just the evening 
portion. See www.sleepoutchicago.org. At the 
event, donations will be accepted directly for 
the beneficiaries.
 The stage program begins at 6 p.m. with DJ 
music. Several people will rotate as evening 
MCs, including broadcast journalists Robin 
Robinson and Sean Lewis, Fawzia Mirza and 
Honey West. First up after 6:30 p.m. to get 
the crowd energized will be the Lakeside Pride 
Brass and Wind Quartets.
 Performers for the evening, starting at 7 
p.m., will include: Vanessa Davis, Sir Jonathan, 
Lucy Smith, Jess Godwin, Asher Brown, Honey 
West, Jesse Stanford and Sami Grisafe. Poet RJ 
Eldridge will also take the stage.
 Speakers will be homeless advocates as well 
as politicians and special guests. Among the 
speakers will be Kasey White, Altagracia Mon-
tilla, Quinniya Hearns, Breezy Connor, Diane 
O’Connell, Channyn Lynne Parker, Sharonee, 
Mack Heard and politicians including Ald. 
James Cappleman, Ald. Deb Mell, City Treasurer 
Kurt Summers and Rep. Greg Harris.
 At 9 p.m., there will be a Transgender day 
of Remembrance program with Crispin Torres, 
Alexis Martinez and other speakers.
 The program ends at 10:30 p.m. with DJ mu-
sic. At 7 a.m., Artemis Singers and Chicago Gay 
Men’s Chorus will close out the event.
 Fight2Feed, which feeds many people expe-
riencing homelessness in the city parks, will 

be providing food and beverages for the event, 
with additional donations from Center on Hal-
sted, Big Shoulders Coffee, PepsiCo and other 
donors.
 The following nonprofit partners will benefit 
from the event: AIDS Foundation of Chicago; 
Care2Prevent, the University of Chicago; Center 
on Halsted; Chicago House; Chicago Youth Stor-
age Initiative; Howard Brown Health Center’s 
Broadway Youth Center; Illinois Safe Schools 
Alliance; La Casa Norte; Lurie Children’s Hos-
pital-Division of Adolescent Medicine; Neon 
Dorms-Heartland Human Care Services; New 
Moms; Puerto Rican Cultural Center-El Rescate; 
TaskForce Prevention and Community Services; 
Teen Living Programs; The 750 Club Apartment 
Adoption Project; The Night Ministry; Thresh-
olds; Unity Parenting and Counseling, Inc.; and 
YEPP: Youth Empowerment Performance Proj-
ect.
 The event is hosted by the newly formed 
Pride Action Tank, AIDS Foundation of Chica-
go, Edelman, Agency EA and Windy City Times 
newspaper, along with a wide range of other 
partners including Ald. James Cappleman, MB 
Financial Bank, PepsiCo, Pierce Family Foun-
dation, Virgin Hotel, Orbitz, The L Stop, Best 
Gay Chicago, Chicago Pride, Streetwise, Back-
2School, Project&, YWCA, All Chicago, AIAChi-
cago, Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Chi-
cago Commission on Human Relations, Chicago 
Department of Public Health, Moxie, National 
Public Housing Museum, Chicago Urban League 
and City Treasurer Kurt Summers.
 To donate or sign up for the inaugural event 
as well as to learn more about individual teen’s 
stories, please visit sleepoutchicago.org .
 Facebook invite: https://www.facebook.com/
events/181991728802116/

Speakers, performers
announced for
‘Sleep Out’ Nov. 20

Social workers 
to receive 
national honor
 The American Family Therapy Association 
(AFTA) will recognize Live Oak Chicago’s co-
founders, Jeff Levy and Bruce Koff, at its an-
nual conference in June 2016.

 They will receive AFTA’s 2016 Distinguished 
Contribution to Social Justice Award.
 Levy and Koff will be honored for their 
career-long contributions in developing and 
advancing mental-health/social-work educa-
tion, training and counseling services to ad-
dress the needs and concerns of LGBTQ indi-
viduals, couples and families. 
 Visit LiveOakChicago.com and AFTA.org.

Sleep Out kickoff attracts talent
 The Out in the Open Sleep Out, to be held Nov. 20 to benefit 19 area youth homeless projects 
and groups, held a kickoff event Nov. 9 at Sidetrack featuring a wide array of talent from Chi-
cago, and even two coming in from the national tour of Motown: The Musical.
 Honey West and Scott Duff emceed the event, which was curated by Cathy Nathan, a supporter 
of the Sleep Out event and numerous causes around town. West also started the evening with 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
 Chuck Larkin, John Cicora and Jake Mahler performed wonderful backup for the musical tal-
ent, which included Jess Godwin singing songs from the new musical Exposure, conceived by 
Nathan, plus Joey Stone, the trio Foiled Again, Darrian Ford, Christine Mild, Julius Thomas III, 
and Robin Da Silva.
 See www.SleepOutChicago.org. Photo by Hal Baim

Trans Day of
Remembrance 
events
 Each year, Transgender Day of Remem-
brance (TDOR) events throughout the world 
are held to honor the memory of those whose 
lives were lost in acts of anti-transgender 
violence in the past year. 
 Below is a list of events taking place in 
Chicago and throughout Illinois Nov. 18-20. 
(The actual day is Nov. 20.):
 
Nov. 18
 —Transgender Day of Remembrance will be 
held at Joliet Junior College, 6-8 p.m. The 
featured speaker will be Alexis Martinez, a 
Chicago Latina trans activist. 
 —There will be two events (12 p.m. and 
5:15 p.m.) at the Chicago Theological Semi-
nary. The special guest will be the Rev. 
Lawrence T. Richardson, a transgender pas-
tor, leader and activist. There will be a live 
stream at https://www.youtube.com/user/
CTSChicagoHD.

Nov. 19
 —There will be a Transgender Day of Re-
membrance event at Northeastern Illinois 
University at 12 p.m. at the Pedroso Center, 
5500 N. St. Louis Ave., Chicago.
 —DeKalb’s Northern Illinois University will 
hold a candlelight vigil at 5 p.m., followed 
by open discussion and reception at the Gen-
der and Sexuality Resource Center. The event 
will be at the Arndt House, at Normal Road 
and Lincoln Highway; call 815-753-4772.

Nov. 20
 —TDOR 2015—an evening of reflection, 
discussion and advocacy—will take place Fri-
day, Nov. 20, 6:30-8 p.m., on the third floor 
of the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St. 
Email afortman@centeronhalsted.org.
 —Transformative Justice Law Project of 
Illinois will host a remembrance  6-8 p.m. 
at Columbia College, 33 E. Congress Pkwy., 
Room 101. The event will include perfor-
mances by Chicago-based trans artists and 
speakers as well as a memorial service to 

honor and celebrate the lives of trans people 
who have passed away in the last year.
 —There will be a transgender-focused re-
membrance at 9 p.m. at Out in the Open 
Sleep Out Overnight, an event that aims to 
raise visibility and funds to help provide a 
stable living environment for youth experi-
encing homelessness. Speakers include indi-
vidual teens. The entire event will be 6 p.m.-
8 a.m. at Cricket Hill near Montrose Avenue 
and Lake Michigan. http://sleepoutchicago.
org
 —A Trans Day of Remembrance event will 
take place at AChurch4Me MCC, 7366 N. Clark 
St., at 7 p.m. Tickets: https://www.facebook.
com/events/1036193853087148/
 —Northwestern University’s Multicultural 
Student Affairs department invites faculty/
staff, students, post docs/docs, graduate 
students to honor the memory of those whose 
lives were lost in acts of anti-transgender 
violence. Email jill-brazel@northwestern.edu 
for more information. 6-8 p.m. at The Rock, 
Evanston campus

Alexis martinez will speak Nov. 18 in 
Joliet. 
Image courtesy of Martinez



From Los Angeles to Denver, tiny homes are 
in the spotlight as architects and activists are 
turning toward “living small” as a potential so-
lution to homelessness. 
 AIA Chicago, partnering with Landon Bone 
Baker Architects, Windy City Times and Pride 
Action Tank, announces a nationwide Tiny 
Homes Competition, encouraging students, ar-
chitects, designers and the public to plan and 
design a community of tiny homes for unshel-
tered homeless young adults, ages 18 to 24.
 According to the 2015 Chicago Homeless 
Count and Survey, 31 percent of the unshel-
tered homeless population are between the 
ages of 18 and 24 years old. This competition 
both raises awareness of younger homeless 
populations while also providing viable design 
solutions to a contemporary social issue. The 
competition—generously funded by the Alpha-
wood Foundation—opens to the public Nov. 
16, 2015, and will close Jan. 30, 2016.
 Lead sponsor AIA Chicago is championing 
this competition. Zurich Esposito, AIA Chica-
go’s executive vice president, noted, “Our or-
ganization sees tremendous value in design as 
catalyst for social innovation. The competition 
opens the door to this possibility.”
 In order to provide genuine context and 
conditions for the submitting architects and 
designers, the specifications of a grouping of 
real, vacant sites in a Chicago neighborhood 
where affordable housing might be developed 
will be used. Competitors are encouraged to 
consider location and tenant needs while en-
visioning the 10-12 tiny homes and adjacent 
communal space mandated in each competi-
tion entry.
 Catherine Baker, principal at Landon Bone 
Baker Architects—another Lead Sponsor of the 
competition—states, “The tiny homes, while 
not new in concept, will allow us to explore 
more nimble and affordable forms of housing 
and alternate community structures. The com-
petition will also challenge the existing zon-
ing laws and suggest new uses for vacant city 
lots.”
 A jury of accomplished architects, including 
Landon Bone Baker’s Jeff Bone will join with 

community leaders and housing experts Sol 
Flores (founding executive director, La Casa 
Norte), Bennett Haller (Principle Adviser, De-
partment of Urban Design and Planning, City of 
Chicago), Marisa Novara (Director, Metropolitan 
Planning Council) 2 and Kasey White (student 
at Kennedy King College). Winners will be an-
nounced in February 2016.
 The competition is being held in conjunction 
with Chicago’s first-ever Tiny Homes Summit, 
taking place April 18-19, 2016, at the Univer-
sity of Illinois-Chicago. The winning submis-
sion will receive a $5,000 award, in addition to 
a $5,000 fee to obtain architectural drawings 
of their final design. Their prototype tiny home 
will be constructed full-scale and exhibited 
during the summit.
 “This effort is meant to bring new ideas for 
affordable housing to Chicago’s environment,” 
said Tracy Baim, publisher of Windy City Times 
and founder of the Pride Action Tank, two of 
the Lead Partners on the competition. “Thou-

sands of people remain without consistent, 
reliable housing in this city, yet we have the 
land to make room for models to fit all needs.” 
Kasey White, student juror adds, “I was once 
a homeless youth here in Chicago. There are 
not many housing programs for youth/young 
adolescents to have a safe comfortable space 
to utilize while in this life-trying situation.”
 Those interested in entering the competition 

can visit www.tinyhomeschicago.org to view 
the competition brief detailing submission 
guidelines. AIA Chicago is offering a one-time 
Interested Parties Meeting to answer any ques-
tions on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 5:30–7 p.m., at AIA 
Chicago offices, 35 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago. Visit 
aiachicago.org to RSVP. Press are welcome to 
attend this event.
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Tiny homes competition
launches in Chicago

Local trans writer
featured in Esquire
 Chicago sports writer and The Baseball 
Prospectus co-founder Christina Kahrl is 
one of several individuals profiled in the 
November issue of Esquire magazine en-
titled “Transgender Before Transgender Was 
Cool.”
 In part, Kahrl (who transitioned in 2002), 
says in the article, “This is an awesome 
moment in history, but it’s also kind of a 
very transient moment. Making sure that 
trans people get all the same benefits of 
citizenship in this country—that’s some-
thing that we will be working for lifetime 
after lifetime.”
 Others profiled in the article include op-
thalmologist/former tennis player Renee 
Richards; author/consultant/World Profes-
sional Association for Transgender Health 
President Jamison Green; attorney/college 
professor Kylar Broadus; and surgeon Marci 
Bowers.
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By GrETChEN rAChEL hAmmOND

On Oct. 14, 2015, Ashley Hallstrom—a 26-year-
old transgender woman from a small town in 
Northern Utah—posted on her Facebook page. 

“These are going to be my final words. I can’t 
stand to live another day, so I’m committing 
suicide,” she wrote. “I’m not the first to feel 
this way and sadly I know I won’t be the last. 
Please help make this change because trans 
people are everywhere. You may never know 
who you’re hurting until it’s too late. Please 
help fix society.”

She then stepped in front of oncoming traffic 
and the life of a woman who loved music, sing-
ing and going out to eat with her friends was 
ended by a dump truck. 

Hallstrom never wanted to be a statistic—
one that the National Gay and Lesbian Task-
force and the National Center for Transgender 
Equality estimated at 41 percent of attempts 
in transgender people compared to 4.6 percent 
of the general population. However, Hallstrom 
said that everywhere she turned she saw the 
hatred of society.

It did not have to be that way. 
Greta Gustava Martela is the co-founder, 

president and executive director of Trans 
Lifeline—a Chicago-based nonprofit operated 
by transgender people to benefit transgender 
people.

Trans Lifeline’s 300 trained operators (sta-
tioned around the country) are available to talk 
with individuals who are isolated, being bullied 
or dealing with other difficult situations. 

Martela grew up in Modesto, California, with 
a large Mormon family. Unable to deal with 
the restrictions placed on her life all the way 
down to her appearance, she left home at 15 
and spent a year sleeping in the crawl spaces 
of houses. 

She described her life as one of a “classic, 
restless trans person.”

“There were lots of different relationships, 
lots of moves from city-to-city, trying to come 
to terms with myself,” Martela told Windy City 
Times. “As time went on, I was less patient 
with what was expected of me in my gender 
role. In the 15 years before my transition, I 
became increasingly anxious, I had really bad 
panic attacks. I was hospitalized five times for 
being suicidal.” 

Martela remembered the feeling as “having 
the joy sucked out of your life. The closest I 
came to making an actual attempt was in Ver-
mont. I’m a very visual person. I took no joy 
from sunrises or sunsets. It was a numb sensa-
tion.”

Her own calls to national suicide hotlines 
were negative experiences. “I had to explain 
what it meant to be transgender,” she recalled. 
“The guy on the phone got really uncomfort-
able and tried to get rid of me as soon as pos-
sible.” 

When she transitioned, Martela was work-
ing as a software engineer. She was divorced 
and raising a son on her own. “I was making 
a lot of money, but I was coming apart at the 
seams,” she said. “My career imploded.”

It was at a 2013 transgender meet-up in Oak-
land, California, that Martela met Nina Chaub-
al—a native of Mumbai who was, at the time, 
nurturing a successful career at Google. They 
moved in together and spent the next year in 
San Francisco.

Martela started volunteering as an outreach 
coordinator for TGSF, a support and social 
group for San Francisco’s transgender com-
munity. “Their 800-number mailbox would fill 
up with crisis calls from around the country,” 
she said. “I started returning those calls and it 

didn’t take long for me to realize there was real 
value in that.” 

In August 2014, Martela and Chuabal came 
up with the idea for the Trans Lifeline. “We 
needed some open source software and found 
a project called Pocket Hotline,” Martela said. 

It took a week, Nina’s considerable skills, 
some financial help from Facebook friends and 
Pocket Hotline’s co-founder Chap Ambrose be-
fore Trans Lifeline was up and running. 

During the 2014 Transgender Day of Remem-
brance, Martela was contacted by Time Maga-
zine journalist Katy Steinmetz who authored 
that year’s Transgender Tipping Point article. 

“She wrote about the Trans Lifeline,” Martela 
said. “Twenty minutes later, I started getting 
calls on my cellphone. For the next three days, 
I took calls all day from people in crisis.”

Martela was rounding up and training opera-
tors as fast as she could when Ohio teenager 
Leelah Alcorn ended her life on Dec. 28, 2014. 

“When her suicide note went viral we had 
147 calls that day,” Martela said. “Twitter was 
lighting up with our number. Nina and I knew 
that this was something that the community 
needed.”

Martela and Chuabal changed their lives 
to focus entirely on the project. Chaubal left 
Google and began to write new software. The 
couple relocated to Chicago and found a two-
bedroom apartment in Edgewater. It now serves 
as Trans Lifeline’s headquarters. 

They were married in March 2015, shortly be-
fore they relocated. 

In 2015 alone, Trans Lifeline volunteers have 
fielded over 10,000 calls from over 7,700 in-
dividual people from across the United States 
and Canada many of whom call back more than 
once. Volunteers take 300 calls per week from 
a full range of ages and stages of transition. 

A call will come into the Trans Lifeline 800 
number and is then simultaneously redirected 
to the cell phones of operators who are on-
call. The first person to pick up the call is con-
nected.

Training the operators involves a two-hour 
crash course via Google hangouts.

“We talk them through practical things like 
how to answer a call, asking an open-ended 
question as well as a few specific questions,” 
Martela explained “One important thing to 
know is that we do not call first responders 
without the consent of the person on the 
phone. If somebody says they are going to 
make an attempt, we are committed to talking 
to them but not to intervene.”

Martela said that decision was made after 
a survey the organization ran with more than 

700 trans-identified people. 
“Twenty percent of respondents said they 

wouldn’t call if they didn’t have control [over 
first response],” she noted. “Our belief is that 
20 percent are among the most vulnerable peo-
ple. If you are an undocumented immigrant, 
you won’t call unless you have control. We are 
most concerned about transwomen having in-
teractions with the police.” 

For Martela and Chuabal, the work has be-
come their lives which have been downsized 
considerably in comparison to the salaries they 
were making in the corporate world. 

“We are hoping to raise enough money this 
fall to hire two more part-time staff members,” 
she said. “We got some great advice from 
[Transgender Oral History Project founder] An-
dre Perez.” 

The organization will be holding an anni-
versary party and fundraiser on November 24 
called Message in a Bottle at The Empty Bottle 
bar in Ukrainian Village.

Meanwhile, the Trans Lifeline marches on 
with the mission to end the plague of trans 
suicide and empower trans people in the dark-
est moments of their lives. 

For more information about the Trans Life-
line, visit: http://www.translifeline.org. The 
Trans Lifeline number is 877-565-8860; 
from Canada, the Trans Lifeline number is 
877-330-6366.

SIDEBAR

A Trans Lifeline
operator’s rewards—
and challenges
By GrETChEN rAChEL hAmmOND

Trans Lifeline Lead Technician Kira Hawk has 
been involved with the organization since Feb-
ruary, 2015.

She joined the Navy in August, 2009 and was 
not out as a trans individual. The Department 
of Defense still does not allow open transgen-
der service.

After she was Medevaced from her ship for 
suicidal ideation, Hawk realized that she need-
ed to do something about her transition. 

“I have PTSD [post-traumatic stress disorder] 
and was doing some research on crisis lines,” 

she told Windy City Times. “I wanted to talk to 
someone who was trans. I called after a suicide 
attempt in 2013 because I was raped.”

Hawk said that the conversation made her 
realize that she wasn’t alone. “I knew that I 
was worth something and, after getting off 
the phone with the Lifeline, it propelled me to 
want to work with them, because if one person 
could help me out, I thought I could do the 
same for somebody else.” 

She admitted work was a Trans Lifeline op-
erator was difficult at first. “It was stressful 
because I was nervous about handling calls,” 
Hawk said. “But the training on suicidality 
and how to handle calls that are really intense 
helped. I commend all the operators we have 
because it really takes a lot to do this kind of 
work.” 

Hawk remembered a message she received on 
the Trans Lifeline Facebook page. “I chatted 
with this person for several hours and found 
that they were highly suicidal,” she said. “I 
was able to calm them down. The story of rape 
and abuse that they had been through was def-
initely touching because I had gone through 
that myself.”

“There is a certain amount of emotional dis-
tance you need,” Hawk added. “If you get too 
close it starts to affect you. But, at the same 
time, I’ve found myself becoming emotionally 
involved with the calls and it has helped me 
to empathize with the caller. So it’s a balanc-
ing act.” 

For Hawk, the fact that Trans Lifeline is oper-
ated solely by transgender people is a crucial 
element to the organization’s work. “We don’t 
need to have transgender and gender non-con-
forming people explain to us what that is,” she 
said. “We’re more culturally competent with the 
transgender community. If you call another ho-
tline you might get an operator who doesn’t 
know what transgender means. Sometimes it 
can be triggering to have to explain that to an 
operator who doesn’t understand.”

As a disabled veteran, Hawk has found a new 
sense of purpose working with the Trans Life-
line both as an operator and now as someone 
who has taken charge of maintaining the in-
tegrity of the organization’s information secu-
rity database. “It’s cathartic to take calls and 
know that I’m not alone with what I’m feel-
ing,” she said. “It feels like I am giving back to 
the community at large.”  

Organization provides
lifelines for trans 
individuals

Greta Gustava martela of Trans Lifeline. 
Photo by Gretchen Rachel Hammond

Trans Lifeline infographic. 
Image courtesy of Trans Lifeline
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Community honors
Garcia’s induction
By mATT SImONETTE

Nearly 100 community members gathered at 
the National Museum of Mexican Art on Nov. 
11 to honor Emmanuel Garcia’s induction into 
the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame.
 Garcia, a community activist and journalist, 
was admitted to the Hall of Fame at its annual 
ceremony the previous day “for his tireless ad-
vocacy and his pivotal role in organizing Chi-
cago’s Latina and Latino LGBT communities,” 
according to a Hall of Fame statement.
 Colleagues, friends and family paid tribute 
to Garcia throughout the evening, which was 
hosted by Association of Latinos/as Motivat-
ing Action (ALMA). The celebration was em-
ceed by Tony Alvarado-Rivera of Chicago Free-
dom School, a longtime friend of Garcia.
 Shortly before the celebration, Garcia re-
called what initially compelled his activism. 
“I think for me—what motivated me to get 
involved—were different things like having a 

GSA (gay-straight alliance) in my high school, 
working with GLSEN (Gay Lesbian & Straight 
Education Network), going to youth leader-
ship summits, being involved and getting 
involved with the ALMA organizational wing, 
and really being empowered to do community 
work,” he said.
 He said that young people often need “entry 
points” into the LGBT community, occasions 
and spaces where they can feel comfortable 
coming out and being themselves. 
 “One of the most marvelous marvelous 
things about this is to see how much larger 
true grassroots movements and activism are 
than we normally think,” said ALMA Vice-Pres-
ident Kenny Martin-Ocasio. “In Manny’s case, 
it really has been that. I’m 20-plus years older 
than him, but I’ve learned so much from the 
way he rallies the community, challenges and 
educates.”
 But Garcia said his induction was a reflec-
tion on his colleagues and their work as well. 
“I’m excited to have a marking of some of the 
work that we’ve done as a collective and a 
community,” he said.

Emmanuel Garcia (red tie) is joined by Kenny martin-Ocasio (to left) and Julio rodriguez 
(right). 
Photo by Matt Simonette

By mATT SImONETTE
 
In his remarks introducing the 2015 inductees into the Chicago LGBT Hall 
of Fame, Mayor Rahm Emanuel said that the institution exemplifies “25 
years of making the city live up to its values and principles.”

Emanuel remained present onstage greeting inductees for the entire 
ceremony, which was held Nov. 10 at the Chicago History Museum. He had 
just come from a ceremony commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 
shooting of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, and admitted both oc-
casions made him “verklempt” (emotional), adding, “Your courage, your 
convictions, your faith in the city of Chicago, make us and our city not 
only a better city but a better community, and we are eternally grateful.”

The year 2015 brought significant changes for the Hall of Fame, most 
notably a name change—“LGBT” has now replaced “Gay and Lesbian” 
in its title—that officials say better reflects the diverse makeup of its 
inductees. The Friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame, the 
503(c)(3) that administers the Hall of Fame’s business, recently complet-
ed a strategic plan that will ensure it remains relevant in the years ahead.

“Chicago is unique, as it is the only municipality that honors its LGBT 
citizens, the contributions they make to their communities, and to the 
city as a whole,” said Hall of Fame Co-Chair Gary Chichester, who was 
joined onstage by Co-Chair Mary Morten. Chichester also spoke of in-
ductees who passed away this past year, including Jean Hardisty, William 
Kelley, Andrew Patner and Dick Uvari. Chicago Commission on Human 
Relations Commissioner Mona Noriega introduced Emanuel. 

Chicago Public Library Commissioner Brian Bannon also appeared on-
stage. The Hall of Fame recently unveiled an interactive exhibit at Harold 
Washington Library that shows off both the 2015 inductees and inductees 
from prior years.

Lambda Legal Midwest Regional Director James Bennett, Personal PAC 
CEO/President Terry Cosgrove and consultant Lisa Marie Pickens—all pre-
vious Hall of Fame inductees—presented this year’s inductees.

Among those honored were: Jean Albright, 64, retired Air Force Master 
Sergeant; Fred Eychaner, 70, chairman of Topweb Corporation and Presi-
dent of Alphawood Foundation, for his philanthropy, his public service 
and his support of Chicago’s LGBT communities; Emmanuel Garcia, 33, 
journalist, youth mentor and community leader, for his advocacy and 
role in organizing Chicago’s Latina and Latino LGBT communities; Stan-
ley Jenczyk, 71, for his dedication and perseverance in establishing a 
monument to LGBT veterans and servicemembers in the Abraham Lincoln 
National Cemetery; Phoenix Matthews, Ph.D., 48, Associate Professor and 
Clinical Psychologist (UIC), for more than 20 years of research on de-
terminants of cancer-related health disparities, with a focus on African 
American and LGBT populations; Gail Morse, 57, attorney, for helping to 
secure civil rights for Chicago’s LGBT communities through her profes-
sional, community, and political leadership; Michael O’Connor, 58, for his 
contributions to the quality of life of Chicago’s LGBT communities; Bar-
bara Smith (1946-2015), founding board member of Affinity Community 
Services, for her leadership, managing Affinity’s finances for 12 of its 20 
years and for her advocacy role in the mentorship and support of Black 
lesbians throughout the broader community; and Lauren Verdich, 69, for 
her key efforts in the establishment of Open Hand Chicago and her leader-
ship in Chicago’s LGBT business community.

The Lesbian and Gay Police Association—Gay Officers Action League 
was honored in this year’s “Organization” category, while U.S. Rep. Jan 
Schakowsky and Lambda Legal attorney Camilla B. Taylor were inducted 
in the “Friend of the Community” category.

Hall of Fame honors 2015 inductees

Photos by Hal Baim. See many more online at www.WindycityTimes.com Jean Albright (left).

michael O’Connor (second from left).

Lauren Verdich (center).

Fred Eychaner (left).

Phoenix matthews, Ph.D. (left) and family.

Lesbian and Gay Police Association-
Gay Officers Action League (GOAL).
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By GrETChEN rAChEL hAmmOND
 
In what was billed as her “first keynote since 
accepting the Arthur Ashe Courage Award at 
the 2015 ESPY’s,” reality television celebrity 
and former Olympian Caitlyn Jenner spoke 
before a capacity audience at the 7th Annual 
Chicago House Speaker Series held in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Chicago Hilton Nov 12.

In his opening remarks, Chicago House CEO 
Rev. Stan Sloan recognized the event’s spon-
sors, alongside attending elected officials 
including U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky, State’s 
Attorney Anita Alvarez and Chicago Commis-
sion on Human Relations Commissioner Mona 
Noriega. 

Chicago House TransLife Center Project Coor-
dinator Channyn Lynn Parker asserted that it 
was important not to forget the critical work 
of the two-year-old comprehensive support and 
programming initiative which Jenner had vis-
ited the previous day and met with some of its 
residents.

Parker said that, “particularly trans women of 
color [face] an oftentimes dehumanizing cycle 
of discrimination coupled with the threat of 
violence and alienation.” 

“Since the beginning of the year 2015, 
more than 21 trans women—particularly trans 
women of color—have been murdered in the 
United States alone,” Parker noted. “If you are 
transgender and living in the U.S., you are 400 
percent more likely to be living in extreme pov-
erty. Fifty percent of trans-identified women 
are forced to engage in survival crimes which 
include sex-work and other street-based econo-
mies. A staggering 41 percent of trans people 
have attempted suicide compared to the aver-
age 1.6 of the general population.”

Jenner was joined at the event by cast mem-
bers from her I am Cait reality television pro-
gram including Kate Bornstein, Candis Cayne, 
Zackary Drucker, Chandi Moore and Jenny 
Boylan. 

Following a short video highlighting the work 
of Chicago House, Jenner was introduced by 
Chicago House and GLAAD board member and 
ESPN journalist Christina Kahrl who also served 
as moderator for the event. 

Calling it “another first,” Jenner began an 
approximately 30-minute speech by recapping 
the story of her life. 

“I gave my first speech 45 years ago to a 

high school in Iowa,” she said. “I did it for 
years and years and I would always stand up 
there and, because of my identity, I would do 
little things to make me feel better. I didn’t 
have to think about the presentation. I would 
look out at the audience and I would think 
to myself ‘these people don’t know anything 
about me. There is so much more to me than 
48 hours in 1976’” [when Jenner won the gold 
medal in the decathlon at the Olympics].

“I’m a spokesperson for my story,” Jenner 
added to applause. “It’s the only thing I can 
tell.” 

In reviewing the first season of I am Cait, 
Jenner said she and her fellow cast members 
have “opened up a conversation that it’s okay 
to talk about trans issues. It’s part of society. 
It’s part of humanity.”

Looking back over her childhood, school 
years, career and personal life, Jenner said that 
she used “diversions” and noted that achieve-
ment in sports was one of them. 

“I kept working harder and harder and, to be 
honest with you, when you take it to that level 
eventually making it to the [Olympic] Games, 
there is so much that goes into why I have the 
drive, the hard work and dedication,” she said. 
“I put in more hard work and dedication than 
anybody else in the world. It’s because I had so 
many more things to prove to other people, to 
the world and to myself that ‘this is who I am.’”

Jenner likened winning the gold medal and 

then retiring to the “loss of my security blan-
ket. 

“I never had to deal with myself about who 
I am as a person, as a human being on this 
earth,” she said. 

She added that she had planned to transition 
before she turned 40 but that it just wasn’t 
the time.

“For the next 23 years I raised the best 
damned family there is,” she said. “I moved 
back to Malibu and I said to myself ‘Oh no, 
here I am, right back where I started dealing 
with the same issues I was dealing with when 
I was 8 years old. What the hell am I going to 
do with my life?’” 

Jenner asserted that—for the next two 
years—she tried to avoid rumors spread by 
the tabloids. “The paparazzi were hounding 
me every place I went. I would wear the same 
clothes every day so they would take the exact 
same picture.” 

“One time I was driving and I had my nails 
polished,” she said. “I knew the paparazzi were 
there. I always kept my gloves in the car, so I 
just threw my gloves on. The things that we go 
through. It’s just ridiculous. It’s horrible.”

Following the publicity surrounding a trache-
al shave procedure, Jenner wondered “How can 
I tell my story to make a difference?”

She began with her children. “God’s looking 
down and he’s making little Bruce. Let’s make 
him a good looking guy, let’s make him intel-

ligent, let’s make him really athletic. And then 
God chuckles a little bit and says ‘let’s give him 
the soul of a female and see how he does’?” 

“Maybe this is the reason that God put me 
on this earth, to tell my story,” she added. “To 
help other people. Because this is bigger than 
anything.”

The event concluded with a Q&A between 
Jenner and Kahrl.

Outside the Hilton, half a dozen protestors 
gathered led by activist Monica James. 

“The name of our protest was Liberation 
Instead of Miss Representation,” James told 
Windy City Times. “We know that there is a seri-
ous problem with women of color transitioning 
being accepted and received within the com-
munity and with their family. Trans women of 
color are more than 49 percent more likely to 
be infected with HIV. They are more likely to 
be attacked and assaulted on a daily basis than 
the average woman. That’s a crisis.”

“We are seeing people that are taking the 
violence that these women are being subject-
ed to and exploiting it for their own personal 
gain,” James added. “We are not attacking 
Caitlyn Jenner. But what I am attacking is the 
fact that Caitlyn Jenner is not a good repre-
sentation for the struggles of the lives of trans 
women. If they are going to use anybody to 
bring some light, safety and resolution to this 
community of women, it has to be someone 
who has made the struggle.”

Jenner speaks at Chicago House event

Left: Caitlyn Jenner speaks. right: Christina Kahrl (left) conducts a Q&A with Jenner.
Photos by Kat Fitzgerald, www.MysticImagesPhotography. See many more online at www.WindycityTimes.com

Jenner with Chilli Pepper.
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By CArrIE mAxWELL

Project Fierce Chicago held its second annual 
Breakfast ‘N’ Beds brunch Nov. 8 at Segundo 
Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center in Chicago’s Her-
mosa neighborhood.
 Project Fierce Chicago is, according to its 
website, “a grassroots collective of radical so-
cial workers, youth advocates and other com-
munity members who are working together to 
establish community-driven, identity-affirming 
housing in Chicago. Project Fierce’s mission is 
to reduce LGBTQ youth homelessness in Chi-
cago by providing transitional housing and 
support services to LGBTQ-identified young 
adults.”
 Cassandra Avenatti and Jackie Boyd (Project 
Fierce co-founders) provided words of welcome 
to the approximately 75 people in attendance 
ahead of performances by singer-songwriter 
Simone Montague; performance artists Benji 
Hart and Milani Ninja; and Youth Empowerment 
Performance Project members Atlantis Island, 
Ahniyha Johnson, Zizi Phillips, Malia Jackson 
and Henri Slater. 
 “In the span of two years, Project Fierce 
Chicago has raised [more than] $100,000, pri-
marily from community efforts and individual 
donations,” said Boyd. “In August of this year, 
we purchased a four-flat home on the West 
Side and by this time next year will be housing 
eight to 12 youth.”
 Also in attendance were Project Fierce co-
founder Cassie Warren and leadership team 
members Carrie Kaufman and Tasasha Hender-
son.
 The event featured a biscuit bar and break-
fast taco buffet brunch courtesy of Chef Fresh.
 Among the silent-auction and raffle items 

were artwork by Monica Trinidad and tkw; gift 
bags with items from Aveda, Early to Bed and 
Pleasure Chest; gift certificates from Frontera 
Grill, Bottle & Bottega, Joffrey Ballet, the Field 
Museum, Women & Children First Bookstore and 
Unabridged Books; ceramic items; a wood clock 
by Zed H Zed; a Steve Madden backpack; Chi-
cago Cubs, Bears and White Sox memorabilia; 
a one-hour photo session; adult novelties by 
Gnat Brilmyer; and one free AP1 class from the 
Annoyance Theatre & Bar.
 See http://projectfiercechicago.org/ for more 
information.

Performer Benji hart at the event. 
Photo by carrie Maxwell

Project Fierce celebrates 
new home at annual brunch

LGBT veterans honor military service
 In observance of Veterans Day, Nov. 11, the Chicago chapter of the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights (AVER) hosted the annual Veterans Day dinner with gay veterans and friends at 
Ann Sather on Belmont; received recognition for last year’s dedication of the monument honor-
ing the service of LGBT veterans; and visited the Steger, Illinois, grave of murdered U.S. Navy 
serviceman Allen Schindler.
 Professor Mark Wojcik of John Marshall Law School spoke at the Veterans Day dinner and was 
honored with the presentation of the Happy Warrior award. Also honored for their service and 
support were AVER members Bernie Santarsiero and Cari Bausone.
 U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin of Illinois presented a Congressional letter honoring the first federally 
approved monument honoring the service of LGBT veterans, initiated and commissioned by the 
local chapter of AVER and now standing in the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, 
Illinois.

Professor mark Wojcik, AVEr president Jim Darby and member Stan Jenczyk at group’s 
event. 
Photo by Hal Baim. See more photos online at www.WindycityTimes.com
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viewpoints

Larry Kramer’s
sour times
For its “Nowstalgia” issue, Paper Magazine 
asked legendary author, playwright and LGBTQ 
activist Larry Kramer, whose book The American 
People: Volume 1: Search for My Heart was re-
leased this year, to reflect on how the media’s 
coverage of gay writers has changed over the 
years. Kramer, never one to hold back, doesn’t 
think much has changed at all. 

So many thoughts when one publishes a 
book.

Do you know who the best gay writer we have 
today is? Unless you are gay, I’ll bet you have 
never heard of him, much less read him. Every 
one of his books is a gem. If he were straight, 
his reputation would be immense. The beauty 
of his language, the empathy for his characters 
and the world he writes about, are unsurpassed 
by any other gay writing of our time. Here are 
the titles of some of his books: Dancer from the 
Dance; Nights in Aruba; The Beauty of Men; In 
September, the Light Changes; and Grief.

His name is Andrew Holleran. He is our 
Fitzgerald and Hemingway but for one thing: 
He writes better than both of them.

But straights have not read him and appreci-
ated him and rushed to read any of his beauti-
fully written work. Straight people don’t really 
want to discover us and who we are. Holleran’s 
novels “...seem so determined to speak for 
their disenfranchised gay characters that the 
works become inaccessible to anyone else, like 
looking through a window at someone else’s 
world,” a critic wrote in her New York Times re-
view of his most recent novel, Grief. Funny, but 
I thought that’s exactly what any good writer 
tries to do.

When we fall into the hands of book crit-
ics at The Times, we are amazed at their lack 
of understanding and empathy of what we are 
trying to do and say. It is quite amazing how 
fervent and omnipresent is the homophobia 
that never-endingly remains the norm for gay 
writers in their book reviews. There is not one 
gay or lesbian author who has not experienced 
what I’m talking about.

The daily New York Times and its Sunday 
Book Review are famous among gay writers for 
ignoring us, or trashing us. Straight critics just 
don’t get us. Just like straight historians don’t 
get us. It’s their way or the highway. And as 
The Times goes, so go other publications and 
critics in America in their relentless game of 
Follow the Leader.

I have been trashed in both daily and Sun-
day Times for almost everything I have writ-
ten. Why does anyone still consider the Sunday 
Times Book Review seriously? It is not only 
second rate and homophobic, it is tired, very 
tired. I’ve never heard of most of the critics 
they use to judge us. Its power is neverthe-
less colossal and it has ruined many a career. 
(And the New York Times controls the New York 
Times Best Seller List, which surely is a conflict 
of interest or restraint of trade or something 
smelly.)

So is it any wonder that I should write a nov-
el about how homosexuals have been ill-treat-
ed and ignored by straight historians since the 

beginning of time? And naming names of some 
famous people I believe to have been gay. The 
nerve of me! The nerve of Andrew Holleran to 
make us sympathetic, sad and real.

When I read a review I can tell if the critic 
has really read my book. The two NYT reviewers 
border on the unprofessional. I would bet that 
neither of them read the 775 pages of my book, 
as they continued to trash it and its “loud-
mouthed activist” author. They spend most of 
their reviews discussing a me they think they 
know from my alter-ego activist persona and 
not my book, which they hardly mention, or its 
goals, or the quality of its writing, which I’ve 
worked so very hard to do well. The few sen-
tences they finally spend discussing content 
are invariably filled with inaccuracies. That’s 
the giveaway for their cherry-picking. (Their 
daily critics tend to review mostly short books, 
have you noticed?)

Dr. Oliver Sacks, the great gay doctor, said 
this of Thom Gunn, the great gay poet: “Thom 
rarely reviewed what he did not like, and in 
general his reviews were written in the mode 
of appreciation.”

Can you remember the last time you read any 
review expressing appreciation?

What Times critic is appreciating Andrew Hol-
leran? It would be New York Magazine, which 
asked 61 critics to reveal their favorite under-
rated book of the past ten years, and Daphne 
Merkin chose Grief. “This slim but singularly 
affecting novel put in an appearance to condi-
tional praise last June and, to my knowledge, 
sank thereafter without a trace. A meditation 
on personal loss and the loss of erotic/roman-
tic possibilities for aging homosexual men (and 
by implication aging everyones) it’s bone-spare 
but plangent with meaning—the kind of novel 
that would be immediately hailed if it were 
written by a laconic European writer.”

Charles McGrath, who was editor of the NYT-
BR from 1995-2004, recently wrote about crit-
ics: ”How many of these voices are worth pay-
ing attention to... If for a start we require that 
critics know what they’re talking about—that 
their judgments are actually informed—the 
field thins considerably, and if we also insist 
on taste and discernment, then the number 
of valuable and useful critics dwindles pretty 
drastically. A valuable critic is someone whose 
judgment you can rely on and can learn from.” 
It’s interesting to note that McGrath left the 
Book Review to write what he wanted to write. 
His son Ben is at the New Yorker where they 
used to treat gay writers terribly but have been 
making up for it.

Yes, one has many thoughts when publishing 
a book. What my new book, The American Peo-
ple: Volume 1: Search for My Heart: A Novel, is 
about is rarely discussed. It is a history of gays 
and other minorities through all time, yes, but 
it is a history of where aids came from, why it 
is here, why it is ignored, why it is murdering 
us and, in the process, naming names. It is 
about the destruction and elimination of the 
homosexual population, which has been here 
since the beginning of our country’s history. It 
is a long and complicated history and Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux thought well enough of it to 
allow it to be published in two volumes.

AIDS is out of control again. You don’t 
know it. The New York Times isn’t really writ-
ing about this, either. Just as it did not write 
about AIDS for its first horrendous years. Gays 
were reduced to affixing all over town stickers 
that said: “Gina Kolata of the New York Times is 
the worst AIDS reporter in the world.” Well, the 
world still doesn’t know that AIDS is a world-
wide plague and The Times still isn’t telling us.

The one thing I discovered as I was writ-

ing The American People is that I believe this 
plague is intentional. That it was allowed to 
happen and is allowed to continue.

Our world. Andrew’s and my world. That is 
what I write about in my novels and plays. 
It is my way of fighting back against the evil 
and hate that has followed us since the begin-
ning of time. It isn’t easy when your home-
town paper does nothing to help your cause. A 
drunk Times critic named Clive Barnes arrived 
45 minutes late for opening night of my first 
play, “Four Friends,” and started his review 
with, “With friends like this you don’t need en-
emies,” and we closed on opening night.

So I can’t say I was surprised by the paper’s 
less than generous response to The American 
People. And I hope I shall soon have a new 
play and volume two of The American People, 
titled The Brutality of Fact, both just waiting 
for The Times to trash them.

No, I don’t like The New York Times. And nei-
ther does any gay or lesbian writer that I know 
of. I believe that a good writer’s responsibility 
is to try and change the world. That is what 
theater since ancient Greece was meant to 
do. I want The American People to change the 
world. I want gay people all over the world to 
know our history. And I am certain that Andrew 
Holleran, in every word that he writes, wants 
this, too.

I recently asked a straight critic who had re-
viewed some gay titles if he had read Andrew 
Holleran, our greatest writer. He had never 
heard of him. Yes, these are some thoughts 
I’ve been having as I launch another creation 
into the world.

The original article is at http://www.pa-
permag.com/2015/10/larry_kramer_sour_
times.php.

Photo of Kramer by ryan mcGinley

Larry
KRAMER

Letters

Black and white

Dear Editor,

I want to respond to the letter from Pro-
fessor Kevin J. Mumford, which is entitled 
“Where’s the color?”—published in Windy 
City Times on Oct. 21—concerning the ex-
clusion of African American participation 
in queer history. 
 I agree with what Mumford says in the 
first two paragraphs, but I strongly dis-
agree with his assessment of Black and 
White Men Together as an anti-racist ac-
tivist group in the 1980s and ’90s. While 
I do not take issue with interracial rela-
tionships per se, I have a problem because 
the group fostered fetishization and main-
tained a stereotypical dynamic between 
white, middle-class men and younger, 
African-American guys who wanted to be 
socialized in white, middle-class circles. 
 Throughout its history, Black and White 
Men Together, with the possible exception 
of a few chapters on the East Coast, was 
not committed to serious anti-racist work. 
It was primarily a social-dating group. 
Therefore, I do not share the view that 
Black and White Men Together should be 
considered among groups that fought for 
the liberation of queer people, especially 
queers of color.

Sincerely,
Darrell Gordon

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.
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By SCOTT C. mOrGAN
            
It’s no wonder that Eclipse Theatre Company’s 
artistic ensemble had such a difficult time se-
lecting only three plays for its 2015 season 
dedicated to the works of playwright Terrence 
McNally. That’s because the output of the four-
time Tony Award-winner is so very prolific.

McNally’s numerous plays range in style from 
the 1974 gay bathhouse farce The Ritz to his 
1995 portrait of opera singer Maria Callas in 
Master Class. Musical theater works also fac-
tor into McNally’s oeuvre, with him crafting the 
books to adaptations of E.L. Doctorow’s novel 
Ragtime and plays like Manuel Puig’s Kiss of 
the Spider Woman and Friedrich Duerrenmatt’s 
The Visit. He’s even provided the opera libret-
tos for composer Jake Heggie’s tragedy Dead 

Man Walking and their new original comedy 
Great Scott that just debuted at Dallas Opera 
in October.

McNally himself was faced with a similar se-
lection dilemma when Grove Press asked him 
to pick just eight of his plays for the recently 
published anthology Selected Works: A Memoir 
in Plays.

“They wanted familiar titles—eight of my 
lesser-known plays would not have sold very 
well,” McNally said in a face-to-face interview 
with Windy City Times on Nov. 13. “So it’s a 
combination of well-known plays and two very 
recent plays that maybe people don’t know: 
Mothers and Sons and one I like very much 
called And Away We Go, which was done at 
a small theater company off-Broadway called 
The Pearl. I wrote it for them and it sort of 

fell through the cracks… It’s protected now 
because if your plays aren’t published, they 
vanish.”

Three of the eight plays in the anthology 
turned out to be the ones chosen for Eclipse’s 
McNally season: Lips Together, Teeth Apart 
from 1991, A Perfect Ganesh from 1993 and its 
current production of The Lisbon Traviata from 
1989. McNally’s Tony Award-nominated 2013 
drama Mothers and Sons will have its regional 
premiere in January at Northlight Theatre in 
Skokie.

“I was very flattered and honored. Because 
I think that a writer is more than his latest 
hit show and so many theaters just schedule 
your plays that were successful,” said McNally 
about theater companies like Eclipse that build 
a whole season around a single playwright. “I 
think you don’t really know Shakespeare unless 
you know all his plays—not just Othello, King 
Lear and Twelfth Night. There’s some valleys 
among the mountains.”

Despite that viewpoint, McNally shied away 
from including his earlier plays for Selected 
Works. McNally felt that his personal and po-
litical viewpoints bled too much into the char-
acters of those early scripts.

“I also didn’t want the book to be so big that 
nobody picked it up,” McNally said.

Selected Works also gave McNally the oppor-
tunity to dabble his toe into writing an au-
tobiography. Since he arrived in New York in 
the 1950s and became such a vital artistic part 
of the off-Broadway theater scene, McNally has 
often been pressured to write about his life as 
a playwright and as a chronicler of gay culture. 
Now at age 76, McNally said he wasn’t entirely 
comfortable with autobiographical writing 
since he feels more adept at crafting charac-
ters and dialogue.

“I think my plays are my autobiography. But 
that’s not the same as telling stories about 
what happened,” McNally said. “So I thought 
that writing these autobiographical introduc-
tions or essays to each play gave people a rea-
son to buy the book because most theatergoers 
who care about the plays already have them.”

In the introductions, McNally offers bountiful 
behind-the-scenes insights into the inspiration 
to many of his plays. There’s also what could 

be construed as light gossip about luminaries 
like actress Zoe Caldwell, opera singer Leontyne 
Price and author John Steinbeck.  

“There’s still two to three plays I still want 
to write and an autobiography is time away 
from that,” McNally said. “And then you have 
to decide how necessary it is to tell your story. 
It’s very easy to write a book that insults or 
as a ‘get-back’ to settle scores. I would not be 
interested in doing that. And just a lot of name 
dropping isn’t helpful.”

In terms of future projects, McNally wants 
to shave off about 20 minutes from the opera 
Great Scott (he and Heggie will have an oppor-
tunity to do so when San Diego Opera presents 
it in May of 2016). He’s also reteaming with 
his Ragtime collaborators, composer Stephen 
Flaherty and lyricist Lynn Ahrens, for a stage 
adaptation of their 1997 animated feature An-
astasia. McNally also hinted that a starry re-
vival of one of his anthology plays might be 
mounted on Broadway next season.   

“I definitely know that I’m in the third act of 
my life,” said McNally, wishing for more chanc-
es to travel and to spend time with his hus-
band, lawyer-turned-producer Thomas Kirdahy. 
“I know there’s more to life than just writing 
plays.”

Eclipse Theatre Company concludes its 2015 
Terrence McNally season with The Lisbon Travi-
ata, which continues through Sunday, Dec. 13, 
in Studio 3 of the Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 
N. Southport Ave. Tickets are $30 and $20 for 
students and seniors. For more information, 
call 773-935-6875 or visit www.eclipsetheatre.
com.

The Chicago-area premiere of mothers and 
Sons runs from Friday, Jan. 22, through Sun-
day, Feb. 28, at Northlight Theatre, 9501 
Skokie Blvd., Skokie. Tickets range from 
$15-$68. Call 847-673-6300 or visit www.
northlight.org.

Selected Works: A memoir in Plays by Ter-
rence mcNally is available now through Grove 
Press. It includes play scripts to Frankie and 
Johnny in the Clair de Lune; The Lisbon Tra-
viata: Lips Together, Teeth Apart; A Perfect 
Ganesh; Love! Valour! Compassion!; master 
Class; And Away We Go and mothers and 
Sons.
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DePaul school names
award winners
 The Theatre School at DePaul University, 
and its dean, John Culbert, have announced 
the three winners of the 2015 Awards for Ex-
cellence in the Arts, to be presented Nov. 9 
at the school’s gala in the Radisson Blu Aqua 
Hotel, 221 N. Columbus Dr., The Chicago Sun-
Times noted.
 Lou Raizin, president of Broadway in Chi-
cago and senior vice president of the Ned-

erlander Organization, will receive the 2015 
Leadership Award for Excellence in the Arts. 
Karen Aldridge, an actress and Theatre School 
alumna, will be honored with the 2015 Alum-
na Award for Excellence in the Arts. Lastly, 
Andre De Shields—of Broadway’s Ain’t Mis-
behavin’, The Wiz and The Full Monty—will 
receive the 2015 Award for Excellence in the 
Arts. 
 See https://theatre.depaul.edu/news-and-
events/Pages/annual-awards.aspx.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Terrence McNally
in Chicago

Terrence mcNally.
Photo by Michael Nagel
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THEATER REVIEW

Fulfillment
Playwright: Thomas Bradshaw
At: American Theater Company, 
1909 W. Byron Ave.
Tickets: 773-409-4125; 
www.atcweb.org; $43-$48
runs through: Dec 13

By JONAThAN ABArBANEL

Always-interesting Thomas Bradshaw’s world 
premiere is an allegory rather than a fully-
fleshed story. It centers on Michael (Stephen 
Conrad Moore), who’s a 40-year-old, African-
American upscale attorney who’s not yet made 
partner after nine years with the firm. Is it rac-
ism? Or his drinking problem? Or that he hasn’t 
recognized either one as a problem as the play 
starts? Swirling around him are two dimension-
al types: manipulative  boss (perfectly smarmy 

Scott Olson), sexy but quasi-spiritual girlfriend 
(steely Erin Barlow), white best bud (pliable 
Jason Bradley) and upstairs neighbor-from-hell 
(comically repulsive Jeff Trainor).
 In fact, Bradshaw’s New York City setting is 
altogether hellish; a 752-square-foot condo 
costs $1.5 million, the girlfriend likes spank-
sex in stairwells and reciting mantras with a 
guru, the boss uses Michael to impress Black 
clients and the upstairs neighbor is a torturer. 
There’s much talk about karma, meditation and 
how to channel the godhead within us, but 
Michael never quite gets his act together be-
fore he blows his professional prospects. Then 
his upstairs neighbor baseball-bats him into a 
coma. Does Michael have it coming? As Sond-
heim observes in Into the Woods, “Be sure that 
what you wish is what you want.”
 Bradshaw puts his central Black characters 
through difficult tests, which swell the con-
troversy that often follows his plays. In Mary, 
seen at the Goodman Theatre several years 
ago, the title character must either betray her 
greatest ally by outing him to his gay-bashing 
father, or compromise her anti-gay Christian 
beliefs. As the play progresses, she becomes 
increasingly less sympathetic. In Fulfillment, 
Michael betrays his boss just when he’s offered 
an opportunity to make partner, and betrays 

himself in an alcohol-and-coke binge. Michael 
is easy to like but impossible to respect. His 
girlfriend says Michael seeks fulfillment in the 
wrong things, yet Bradshaw offers no alterna-
tive other than the vague notion of self-denial 
and self-discipline. What does Bradshaw want 
from people?
 Fulfillment plays out in a quick 90 minutes—
much of it funny at first, but increasingly tense 
and dark. There’s a lot of simulated sex, some 
of it bordering on violent and most of it gra-
tuitous; but then, Bradshaw likes to put on a 
show for audiences, and nimble director Ethan 
Sweeney gleefully assists him in this co-pro-
duction with New York’s Flea Theatre. Among 
theatrical devices spicing things up are sex 
choreography (by Yehuda Duenyas), live sound 
effects amusingly performed by Trainor and 
an important heard-but-not-seen character. 
Stephen Conrad Moore, as the somewhat-enig-
matic Michael, provides a powerful physical 
presence (talk about built!), yet nonetheless 
creates a gentle giant with an occasional nasty 
streak. Brian Sidney Bembridge provides the 
handsome sleek, gray-toned apartment-and-
office setting on American Theater Company’s 
reconfigured stage, which is shallow but more 
than 40 feet wide.

THEATER REVIEW 

The Raid
Playwright: Idris Goodwin
At: Jackalope Theatre at the 
Broadway Armory, 5917 N. Broadway
Tickets: 312-742-7502; 
www.jackalopetheatre.org; $15-$20
runs through: Dec. 12

By mAry ShEN BArNIDGE

Heroic myths are founded upon fables of the 
few triumphing over the many, if only in de-
feat. John Brown’s raid on the federal arsenal 
at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, in 1859—his 
goal being the securing of weapons to assist 
in slave uprisings—was mounted with a force 
of only 40 men, previous supporters having re-
jected his violent tactics. On the night before 
their attack, their visionary commander con-
soled his troops with the gospel story of David 
and Goliath.
 Holy wars aren’t just waged in foreign coun-
tries, you see, nor are they always condemned 
in ours. The United States’ own armed conflict 
of 1861-65 was fueled as much by ideology 
as by policy: Commercial farmers in the South 
believed that the unpaid labor upon which its 
economy relied for survival was ordained by 
God (it wasn’t), while Christian abolitionists in 
the North believed that such servitude contra-
dicted the Bible’s teachings (and it did). Bor-
der skirmishes engendered by these differing 
opinions could be dismissed as simple brawl-

ing, but a rebel gang taking on the U.S. gov-
ernment was civil disobedience gone too far.
 Idris Goodwin’s docudrama opens with a char-
acter assuring us that “Everybody in this play 
is dead,” lest the occasional sound of modern 
law-enforcement vehicles or jargon threaten 
our safe remove from the events under scru-
tiny. As in all good historical fiction, the nar-
rative duties fall mainly to a pair of common-
ers—Brown’s recording secretary, Henry Kagi, 
and a freed slave called “The Emperor”—who 
bear witness to the steps leading up to the 
crucial battle, re-enacted with carefully re-

searched accuracy, after acquainting us with 
the evolution of the fiery abolitionist unafraid 
of dying in service of his cause. With dramatic 
action relying so heavily on conversation con-
ducted under watch-and-wait conditions (alle-
viated by a single moment of “a-ha” gunplay 
from fight designer David Woolley), structural 
similarities to Shakespeare’s Henry V are not 
entirely groundless.
 For this Jackalope Theatre Company world-
premiere production, Kaiser Zaki Ahmed directs 
a nine-member ensemble adept at imposing 
colloquial rhythms upon dialogue that could 

quickly grow stilted and textbookish. Warren 
Feagins and Toya Turner contribute intimate 
portraits of historic icons Frederick Douglass 
and Harriet Tubman, while Jared Belliott’s 
Emperor and Daniel Desmarais’ Henry guide us 
through Goodwin’s chronological intricacies 
with articulate ease. What more than justi-
fies the march to the Jackalope studio in the 
Broadway armory, though, is Ron Wells’ impres-
sive portrayal of the obsessed and intrepid 
John Brown, whose martyrdom continues to 
stir controversy today even as it is commemo-
rated in our national galleries. 

THEATER REVIEW

Pilgrim’s Progress
Playwright: Brett Neveu
At: A red Orchid Theater, 1531 N. Wells St.
Tickets: 312-943-8722; 
www.aredorchidtheatre.org; $30-$35
runs through: Dec. 13

By mAry ShEN BArNIDGE

An early Brett Neveu play proposes a child-
hood game among siblings that evolves over 
time into ritualistic blood sport. The source 
of the game played by the McKee family, how-
ever, lies in “contracts”—pacts couched in le-
gal precedent and initially introduced to deal 
with juvenile infractions, but now utilized by 
both generations to negotiate far more seri-
ous matters.
   Customs like this do not arise by accident. 
On this hectic Thanksgiving day, as the clan 
prepares to celebrate the holiday with neigh-
bors, theater-professor Jim and psychiatrist 
Melissa recall youthful experiences of unex-
pected horror—their love-at-first-sight mo-

ment at a school show where an actor suffered 
a fatal hemorrhage in mid-speech, their first 
coupling at a party after hearing accounts of 
war atrocities—leading them to seek control 
of their social environment through adopt-
ing the orderliness of court procedure. This 
obsession also spurs them to pepper their 
conversations with carefully footnoted quota-
tions from their respective fields of study—a 
habit shared by their Earth science-major son 
Desmond, who engages in verbal duels, armed 
with Thoreau, Whitman and the Transcenden-
talists, against his father’s arsenal of Western 
dramatists up to and including Edward Albee 
and Tracy Letts.
 Even without this pedantry alerting the 
most clueless audience member to the egg-
head testimonials being called off the bench, 
we detect hints of Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? and August: Osage County, not to 
mention innumerable other classic family dra-
mas. Just watching how these undeniably ac-
complished, but piteously insecure, individu-
als function under stress would be interesting 
enough, but since, in a play, something must 
happen, pregnant daughter Rania—ominous-

ly quiet for someone surrounded by such noisy 
kin—witnesses a suicide at the T-day festivi-
ties and vows to fight the destruction lurking 
always near the innocent.
 This Red Orchid production features a 
dream-team ensemble helmed by Shade Mur-
ray. Michael Shannon—almost unrecogniz-
able in his middle-aged-academic drag—
delivers a homecoming performance in full 
eye-rolling ranting-in-tongues mode. He is 
flanked by Kirsten Fitzgerald’s serene Melissa, 
Ryan Bourque’s scrappy Desmond and Char-
lotte Mae Ellison’s laconic Rania. The plot 
(which mandates smashed crockery only 20 
minutes after curtain) hurtles along at vola-
tile pace to a Big Reveal leaving us uncertain 
of its connection with the John Bunyan al-
legory referenced in the title, or whether the 
McKee clan is simply making it up as they go, 
for that matter, but by then we have become 
sufficiently aware of the evils that beset this 
temporal world to wish these pilgrims, flawed 
as they are, whatever safety we can grant 
them on their precarious spiritual journey to-
ward a true peace. 

Fulfillment.
Photo by 

Michael
Brosilow

CRITICS’     
    PICKS

Bad Jews, Theater Wit at Royal George The-
atre, extended (eighth time!) through Dec. 27. 
What better way to defuse tensions during the 
holidays than packing the visiting kinfolk off 
to watch family squabbles much worse than 
their own? MSB 

Design for Living, Pride Films and Plays at 
Rivendell Theatre, through Nov. 22. They just 
can’t live without each other—but what does 
it matter that they are three instead of two 
when it’s a Noel Coward comedy? MSB 

hershey Felder as Irving Berlin, Royal 
George through Dec. 6. It’s a delightful, detail-
filled impression of America’s greatest song-
writer, bolstered by Felder’s sparkling pianism. 
Felder showcases a good two dozen Berlin 
songs in this handsomely designed one-man 
show, which also provides an abbreviated his-
tory of 20th-century America: war, peace and 
popular culture. JA 

Spill, TimeLine Theatre, through Dec. 19. 
Leigh Fondakowski’s thoroughly researched ex-
amination of the 2010 BP oil spill makes sure 
the human cost of the environmental disaster 
is front and center at all times. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

c

From left: Toya Turner (foreground) in The raid.
Photo by Joel Maisonet
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DOUBLE REVIEW

The Long Christmas
Ride Home
Playwright: Paula Vogel
At: Strawdog Theatre, 3829 N. Broadway 
Tickets: 773-528-9696; 
www.strawdog.org; $28
runs through Dec. 12

The Lisbon
Traviata
Playwright: Terrence mcNally 
At: Eclipse Theatre Company at 
Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport Ave. 
Tickets: 773-935-6875; 
www.eclipsetheatre.com; $30
runs through Dec. 13

By SCOTT C. mOrGAN

In two Chicago revivals of acclaimed off-Broad-
way works by out playwrights, bad relationship 
breakups drive the drama while the specter of 
AIDS is ominously present. Strawdog Theatre 
has brought back the Japanese Bunraku-style 
puppets written into Paula Vogel’s The Long 
Christmas Ride Home, while Eclipse Theatre 
Company concludes its three-play Terrence Mc-
Nally season with the obsessive opera queens 
of The Lisbon Traviata.
 Vogel’s 2003 narrative-driven drama analyti-
cally picks apart events leading to the title in-
cident that causes a bitter interfaith marriage 
breakdown (Ed Dzialo and Loretta Rezos play 
the sparring parents). Vogel also explores the 
confused thoughts and painful legacy of that 
event on the couple’s three kids of Rebecca 
(Sarah Gitenstein), Stephen (Sam Hubbard) 
and Claire (Kristen Johnson).
 What makes Vogel’s play so theatrical is that 
the children are puppets manipulated by their 
older selves. It’s as if they’re not fully-formed 
humans who can only speculate on the severity 

of their parents’ bickering. Later Vogel shows 
them as adults brushing up against death amid 
their own relationship failures.
 Director Josh Sobel’s intimate and ominous 
production is top notch with funny and touch-
ing performances all around, though there are 
some questionable staging decisions. Sobel’s 
use of puppetry to interact with the grown 
kids can come off as too laughable (the lesbian 
shadow puppets being an exception), while 
Peter Carpenter’s solo choreography for actor 
John Taflan meanders on too long near the 
end.
 Otherwise, the strong Strawdog cast serves a 
solid take on The Long Christmas Ride Home. 
It’s a dramatic antidote to the cheery shows 
that typically crowd the holiday season.
 Alas, it is questionable casting by director 
Steve Scott that doesn’t allow Eclipse’s The 
Lisbon Traviata to fully sing. McNally’s 1989 
comic drama requires an operatic outpouring 

of passion—particularly for the Maria Callas-
obsessed characters of Mendy (JP Pierson) and 
Stephen (Joe McCauley).
 Pierson and McCauley’s banter in Act I feels 
studied instead of embodying gay guys who 
live and breathe all things opera. The fact that 
they mispronounced a few singer names and 
opera titles doesn’t help.
 Things become much more convincing in the 
second act, as Stephen confronts his open-
relationship lover, Mike (Joel Reitsma), and 
his younger boy toy, Paul (Luke Daigle, who 

can proudly show everything off in a nude 
scene). Reitsma’s rage as Mike feels very genu-
ine, though I would have preferred more des-
peration from McCauley’s Stephen—especially 
given the play’s shocking conclusion.
 As a late 1980s period piece, The Lisbon Tra-
viata shines a light onto the bitchiness of op-
era queens’ obsessions at the time while also 
reflecting how much AIDS terrorized people in 
the gay community. Eclipse’s production could 
have been a potent reminder of all that, but 
the passion to get it just right isn’t fully there.

The Long Christmas ride home.
Photo by KBH Media

A war hero returns home only to face a vengeful wife who can’t forgive the bloody family sacri-
fice he made before going off to battle in Aeschylus’ ancient Greek tragedy Agamemnon. Court 
Theatre digs back to antiquity and finds modern parallels in its world premiere adaptation by 
Court Theatre founding artistic director Nicholas Rudall. It’s the theater’s second installment in 
its Greek Cycle exploring the very dysfunctional House of Atreus. Agamemnon continues through 
Sunday, Dec. 6 (with no show on Nov. 26), at Court Theatre, 5535 S. Ellis Ave. Tickets are $45-
$65; call 773-453-4472 or visit www.courttheatre.org.
Photo by Joe Mazza/Brave Lux

SPOTLIGHTe

at Fourth Presbyterian Church
126 East Chestnut Street

 A CHANTICLEER
CHRISTMAS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 7:30 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 7:30

Chanticleer’s annual performances in Chicago are the perfect way to spark  
your holiday spirit. This Grammy® Award-winning “orchestra of voices” will  
perform traditional Christmas music ranging from Baroque classics to  
21st-century favorites in Chicago’s beautiful Fourth Presbyterian Church.

TICKETS START  
AT JUST $39!

SYMPHONY CENTER PRESENTS Artists, prices and programs subject to change.

312-294-3000 cso.org/holidays Group Services  312-294-3040
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By JErry NuNN

Ilene Chaiken wears many hats from producer, 
director, writer, and finally founder of Little 
Chicken Productions. She co-created, wrote 
and executive produced the lesbian-centered 
Showtime drama The L Word. Chaiken’s partner 
is LouAnne Brickhouse, vice president for pro-
duction of The Walt Disney Company, and has 
two daughters from her previous relationship.

Last year, she executive-produced the huge 
hit Empire for Fox. Windy City called Ilene to 
discuss the second season of Empire with a 
group of reporters.

Question: hi, Ilene. I’m calling from Chica-
go and a LGBT publication. Now after work-
ing on The L Word and Empire, can you talk 
about the importance of having real LGBT 
characters portrayed on these shows?

Ilene Chaiken: Oh, it’s hugely important to 
us. I think that it’s hugely important just pe-
riod, on the face of it, to reflect the world, to 
have diversity, to tell these stories. They still 
are LGBT stories and stories of other groups of 
people who have been previously marginalized 
and not represented in the popular culture. 
Hugely important, important to me, important 
to the medium, important in the world at large. 

It’s also, personally, very important to me, 
very important to Lee Daniels and to Danny 
Strong, and when they first talked to me about 
Empire, they told me that Jamal’s story and 
this story about homophobia in the Black com-
munity was one of the most compelling and im-
portant stories to them. It’s, in a sense, what 
the show is about.

Q: Debbie Allen directed one of the epi-
sodes in the first season. What needs to be 
done to increase the opportunity for women 
of color to direct more?

IC: What needs to be done is exactly what 
we’re doing on Empire. We need to make certain 
that we have more women of color directing 
episodes of television, more diversity among 
the writers and directors of many television 
shows. There’s no denying that it’s a problem, 
and I think that everybody who’s in a position 
to make the change needs to take some respon-
sibility. I know that we are on Empire and we’re 
doing it for all the right reasons. Most impor-
tantly, because it makes our show better.

Q: Are you worried about the sophomore 
slump?

IC: I think it doesn’t serve us to think about 
it. What we’ve done is proceeded to do the very 
best we can to tell great stories. We love the 
show. We love the stories we told in season 
one. We certainly don’t feel like we’re out of 
story. We love these characters and we’re go-
ing to go on doing what we’ve been doing and 
continuing to tell the stories of their lives. We 
haven’t changed the show. It’s the show that 
the audience loved in the first season, but it’s 
more and, I hope, even better.

Q: What can we expect with the music this 
season?

IC: The music in season two is going to be 
all that and more. We were really excited by 
the music that was created for the show in 
the first season. Timbaland is back, and his 
team—[including] Jim Beanz, who works with 
him—they’re creating a lot of songs for the 
show. What I’ve heard has been spectacular. If 
anything, we’ve stepped up our game and we 
also have some additional songwriters and mu-
sic producers working on the show, including 
Ne-Yo, J.R. Rotem and Swizz Beatz. We’ve got 
some incredible music in season two.

We also have a couple of new characters, who 
are musical characters in the show, who are 
performers and who are making music for the 
show. Tiana is back and then we’ve introduced 
a couple of new Empire artists and you’ll hear 
just more music and a somewhat broader array 

of musical styles within the genre of Empire.
Q: On the season premiere, the show 

touches on issues about incarceration. how 
does Empire handle social issues?

IC: We talk about it a lot. The show is nu-
anced and the characters are complex and, 
sometimes, twisted. We think that’s pretty real, 
pretty true to life. The show is set in a world in 
which those issues are very present in the lives 
of these characters, and it’s what we do; i’s 
what Lee Daniels does, and what Danny Strong 
does in all of the work that they do.

So, the show is permeated with those kinds 
of themes. And I believe that, for example, 
Cookie, on the one hand, knows that it’s a 
ruse, that there’s a certain lack of sincerity in 
the specific thing that she’s doing. Yet, I think 
she firmly believes everything she says and be-
lieves it passionately, and Cookie is a character 
who’s able to live with that contradiction.

Q: Taraji P. henson is winning awards and 
getting a lot of the recognition for this show.

IC: She can, in a matter of moments, go from 
the most raucous and flamboyant performance 
to the most heart-warming and touching is 
what makes her such an extraordinary actress.

Q: Why do you think her character con-
nects with people?

IC: I think that it’s, in part, that she has 
this incredible range of emotions that are ac-
cessible, that really hooks people in and makes 
us feel. I also think that it’s because this char-
acter hasn’t been on television before, and the 
audiences are just loving seeing a character 
that they haven’t seen before who’s so empow-
ered, who’s so outspoken, who’s so unbridled 
and uncensored. I know, as a woman, that I’ve 
looked for that character and longed for that 
character, but I get that men are loving her as 
much as women are.

Q: how is splitting up the brothers on the 
show affecting the writing?

IC: In order to create a good season of tele-
vision, people need to change. We look at an 
arc of the season and there’s a period of time 
in this season when various characters are es-
tranged from other characters and the story of 
how they overcome their estrangements or how 
they battle through the estrangement is part 
of the joy of the show. When we conceived this 
season and made the choice to create those 
dynamics, we said to ourselves, “But, we have 
to make sure that there are multiple scenarios 
in which we get to put them together in the 
ways we love them together.”

Jamal and Hakeem do perform together. They 
do in the first episode and they will again and 
repeatedly throughout the show. In episode 
four there’s a very big set piece in which Ja-
mal and Hakeem work together. I won’t spoil 
it for you and tell you what it is, but it hap-
pens repeatedly, and also, when push comes to 
shove, these boys have one another’s backs. 
The brothers come through for one another in 
big and very heart-warming ways in key mo-
ments in the season.

Q: Any crazy fan stories since Empire pre-
miered?

IC: I think my experience with the fans is most 
likely not as crazy as the experiences that the 

cast has with the fan, because they’re beloved, 
and when they walk out in public, they feel the 
love in many ways. But my personal experience 
is simple—the experience that I would cite is 
screening the episodes in a large theater with 
a big audience, and that’s happened twice. It 
happened last year. We screened our two-part 
season finale at a theater downtown in Los An-
geles, and the other day when we screened our 
premiere at Carnegie Hall. And the experience 
of standing in an audience and hearing people 
screaming and shouting and calling back to the 
characters onscreen is fabulous and crazy.

Watch Empire at 8 p.m. on Wednesdays on 
Fox.

TELEVISION

Ilene Chaiken helps
to rule an ‘Empire’

Ilene Chaiken.
PR photo

By GrETChEN rAChEL hAmmOND

Entertainer Darrian Ford freely admits to be-
ing inspired by and often sharing similar vo-
cal qualities to the legendary soul artist Sam 
Cooke. 

The genesis of Ford’s original show The 
Cooke Book—which he created in 2006 and 
has been performing ever since—stemmed 
from the fact that he fell in love with the 
genre through Cooke’s music. 

However, although heavily influenced by 
Cooke’s 1964 LP Sam Cooke at the Copa, 
Ford’s upcoming album, The New Standard, 
is more personal.

While the work of many musicians can be 
self-serving, The New Standard was borne 
out of Ford’s desire to leverage the creative 
and musical side of his art—which has been 
honed to near perfection since he was a 
child—in order to do something useful for 
society. 

“I’ve done musical-theater work, I pursued 
a pop career for a while and even though I 
enjoyed those kind of things, I was left feel-
ing as if I was not on purpose,” Ford told 
Windy City Times. “But doing The Cooke Book 
was the vehicle for me to hear what my voice 
was built to do. When I was touring for the 
last six years doing songs from the Copa, it 
without a doubt showed me my authentic 
sound. It felt like I could be inside the music 
rather than just doing the music.”

Although he loved the tracks from the Copa 
album, Ford felt like they weren’t speaking to 
his daily existence. 

“Now I’ve come to a place in my life where 

I feel compelled to create art, the easiest 
thing for me to pull from was my personal ex-
perience,” he said. “I wanted to write some-
thing that was important to me and I knew 
that, if it was honest, people would feel it.”

One such example of Ford’s honesty in The 
New Standard is the song “Fatherless Son.” 

“A man can’t give what he don’t have and 
you can’t squeeze blood from a stone,” Ford 
sings. “Should a son of mine be on my path, 
he won’t feel the absentness I’ve known.”

“My father left when I was a mere infant,” 
Ford said. “To this day, I have [had] no con-
tact with him. I carried the psychological 
and emotional impact of that throughout 
my life. The lack of self-worth is hard-wired 
and, even as you grow older, it’s still tough 
to break those feelings. ‘Fatherless Son’ was 
written for other fatherless sons and to other 
fathers who are not as involved in their chil-
dren’s lives.”

There is just as heartfelt and moving a 
message to be found in “Brother’s Keeper,” 
which Ford performed at the Sleep Out for 
the Homeless kickoff event at Sidetrack on 
Nov. 9.

“We can raise all the money, start a new 
campaign,” Ford sings on the CD. “But with-
out conviction of heart, nothing much will 
change.”

“It’s amazing how many charities and non-
profits become all about the gala event and 
what celebrities they can get to speak,” Ford 
said. “The song is an internal conversation 
about what it’s going to take to feel some-

Darrian Ford.
Photo by John Gress Photography

MUSIC

Darrian Ford on ‘The New 
Standard’ of his art

Turn to page 22
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many years in fear in society, I decided to come 
out and share my story. I came out on a TED 
Talk and after that we launched Gender Proud. 
That took me traveling around the world advo-
cating for transgender rights. I went back to 
the Philippines where I came from, and trav-
eled to other countries where I met other com-
munities.
 WCT: Were you treated differently after 
coming out as a trans model?
 GR: Well, it doesn’t help me in my career for 
sure. Not being out held me back professionally 
and creatively. I wasn’t able to express myself 
and I wasn’t able to fully participate because 
I felt there were certain limits. Now that I am 
out I can fully express myself and it allows me 
to pursue my dream. I don’t have to worry now 
about not being out.
 WCT: how is your family with everything?
 GR: My family has been incredibly supportive 
since the very beginning. I told my mom when 
I was 5 years old that I was a girl in my head. 
My mom has been especially supportive.
 WCT: how did the series Beautiful As I 
Want To Be get started?
 GR: It has always been important to me to 
communicate about trans narratives when I 
look back and see the opportunities that were 
given to me. I had been in pageants in the 
Philippines and wanted to use my modeling 
background. 
 I wanted to tell a story so the inspiration on 
this project was asking these trans kids what 
beautiful means to them. How would they like 
to communicate that into a photograph? You 
saw the first episode where someone wanted 
to be a painter. We go on a journey through 
painting and Zeam’s story. 
 The second episode has two trans teens that 
want to share to the world the beauty of their 
friendship because they transitioned together 
when they were young. It is taking the trans 
youth and combining it with photography and 
modeling. I am guiding them through that. 
 It made sense to provide a coach and a men-
tor that had gone through the same journey 
as them. Caitlyn Jenner and Zeam on the first 
episode connected through their truth. I think 
the lesson is no matter who you are you should 
express your truth. The second episode fea-

tures Chicago locals and Angelica Ross.
 WCT: When are you visiting Chicago?
 GR: I have been there the last two years for 
the Trans 100. It is a big family reunion to me. 
I was there weeks before my TED Talk came out, 
so I have always felt close to Chicago. I love it 
there.
 WCT: Do you feel that the transgender 
community seems more united than ever?
 GR: Yes; I feel everyone recognizes each oth-
er. When we are all doing incredible work we 
look to support one another and be goddesses 
that we are. It is a sisterhood and brotherhood 
now. How can empower each other’s gifts? It is 
not reflected on each other.
 WCT: Where did you first meet Caitlyn?
 GR: I met Caitlyn in L.A. They got in touch 
with me when they used my TED Talk for the 
Diane Sawyer interview. They told me they were 
doing a TV show and Caitlyn loved my TED Talk 
and was inspired by my story. I went to LA and 
met her. I was the very first person that she 
met. It was just a meeting of sharing each 
other’s stories.
 WCT: What was the filming like when you 
were on I Am Cait?
 GR: I couldn’t believe it was happening. I 
think it may be a generational thing because I 
knew nothing about Bruce Jenner. I was raised 
in the Philippines and didn’t know the story. 
Meeting her I thought the story was amazing 
but I just saw her as the woman that she is. We 
just connected. She is really funny!
 WCT: There are four parts to the Beautiful 
As I Want To Be series. What else is coming 
up?
 GR: Well, the mentor’s for the next episode 
is Tiq & Kim Milan, who are husband-and-wife 
trans activists. The last one is with Trace Ly-
sette, an actor from Transparent, and Our Lady 
J, a writer for Transparent.
 WCT: Are you friends with Broadway’s Lea 
Salonga? I saw you tweeting to each other.
 GR: Yes, of course. Last week we just did a 
photo shoot.
 WCT: Do we know how Zeam is doing?
 GR: Zeam is doing great. I just checked in 
with Zeam last week. Zeam’s parents are in-
credible. I spent time with Zeam’s father, who 
is brilliant, loving and supportive.
 Visit www.logotv.com/shows/beautiful-as-
i-want-to-be for more information.

CULTURE CLUBCULTURE CLUB
ROCERO from cover

Geena rocero.
Photo from Logo TV



By rOSS FOrmAN
 
Brenden Bryant hobbled from the Hilton Chi-
cago along South Michigan Avenue to Grant 
Park on Oct. 11. He had just finished running 
the annual Bank of America Chicago Marathon, 
his first time ever going 26.2 miles by foot. 
He was physically spent, on emotional overload 
for multiple reasons.
 Bryant’s partner of almost four years, Justin 
Natale, also completed the marathon and was 
just as exhausted, perhaps more. But he had 
other things on his mind, not just the pain of 
a five-hour-plus marathon.
 Natale wanted a quiet moment together, just 
the two of them.
 “We sat down in the first patch of grass we 
could find,” Bryant said. “I could tell Justin 
was acting a little different, but figured he was 
[just] emotional after finishing the race. Then 
he reached into his bag, pulled out a box and 
said he had a gift for me. As he opened the 
box, he explained that this was a little more 
than just a gift, and that he was asking me to 
be his forever partner. 

“It was the perfect way to cap off the mara-
thon. I was so touched that he chose that mo-
ment to propose. 

“We both conquered the most difficult physi-
cal challenge either of us have ever faced, and 
now we are setting off to face all future chal-
lenges together as husbands.”

Bryant said yes.
“I knew Justin wanted to be the one to ask, 

so I was waiting on him, but to be honest, if 
it didn’t happen soon I was going to ask him,” 
said Bryant, who admitted he was shocked at 
the timing. “I was just so happy. Justin and I 
have been through a great deal together, and 
I think it’s important that we commit to each 
other for the rest of our lives.”

Bryant, 32, was born in Florida, moved to 
Colorado when he was 11, moved to Chicago in 
2005 and is an attorney. Natale, 34, grew up 
in Cambridge, Ohio, and has lived in Chicago 
for 10 years; he is the manager at Hard Rock 
Hotel Chicago.

Natale opted for a watch, his version of an 
engagement ring.

“There were moments in the [marathon], es-
pecially [from] miles 19 to 23, that I had to 
remind myself that I would, probably, be en-
gaged if I could just finish the run,” Natale 
said, laughing. “As much as I wanted the race 
to be over, I was also getting increasingly ner-
vous about how it would go.”

After all, Natale had to “wing it” since he 
wasn’t certain what the post-race setting would 
be, or how either would feel physically. Plus, 
Natale had to figure out a way, and a reason, 
to get Bryant away from the Hilton Chicago, 
where they were recovering with members of 
their training team—Team In Training, which 
supports the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society—
because, as Natale jokes, he didn’t want to get 
engaged at the Hilton Chicago.

Natale had been planning to pop the ques-
tion for at least six months.

“The marathon [day engagement question] 
came to me pretty soon after [a serious health 
matter for Bryant],” Natale said. “There are few 
events so monumental and that carry so much 
meaning, [so] paying homage to what he had 
been through in the last year … it was a sense 
of ‘there will likely be no better time to ask, 
ever.’”

Bryant is a cancer survivor.
In July 2014, Bryant thought he had the flu. 

He had a fever, fatigue and experienced night 

sweats for the first time in his life. This went 
away after a couple of days.

Then two weeks later, the symptoms re-
turned, so he went to the doctor, and was told 
nothing seemed out of the ordinary. 

“I got sick a few more times, went to the 
doctor each time, and was again told that 
nothing seemed out of the ordinary,” Bryant 
said. “Then at the end of October 2014, I got 
sick again—fever, fatigue, night sweats—ex-
cept this time it didn’t go away. Not only that, 
but the symptoms became unbearable. I had a 
constant fever of 101 to 104 degrees; I would 
change my clothes two or three times a night 
from sweating, and I dropped to 124 pounds.

“I will never forget waking up one morning 
in November, sitting on the edge of the bed, 
and realizing that I was too weak to stand. It 
was terrifying. I have never felt so helpless or 
scared. I knew then that my health had been 
completely taken away from me.”

He soon had two bone-marrow biopsies and 
a lymph node biopsy before it was ultimately 
diagnosed as Stage IV Hodgkin’s lymphoma—
news he learned just weeks after his 32nd 
birthday. 

“It was a huge relief to finally know what was 
making me so sick, and to have a treatment 
plan. I started chemotherapy the second week 
of December, and within two days, I started to 
feel better. My fever was gone; I didn’t expe-
rience night sweats, and I slept through the 
night for the first time in two months. It was 
incredible how quickly the chemotherapy start-
ed working. Chemotherapy presented its own 
set of challenges, but I knew I was on the path 
to recovery.”

Bryant ran the marathon in just under four 
hours, a feat he accomplished after a five-
month training program run by the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society—its Team In Training.

“There are some defining moments that led 
me to sign up for the race,” Bryant said. “The 
first one was when I sat on the edge of the bed 
and couldn’t stand on my own. The second was 
when I broke down in Whole Foods because I 
was so tired after walking through the produce 
section and couldn’t make it through the rest 
of the store. The last moment was when I really 
wanted a cup of coffee, but couldn’t walk the 
three blocks to the coffee shop. 

“I decided that when I got better I would 
never take my health for granted again, and 
that I would push myself to be as physical as 
possible.

“The motto of Team In Training is that ‘We 
run for those who can’t.’ Having not been able 
to run, or really walk for that matter, I felt 
a deep personal connection to Team In Train-
ing. Not only did I have cancer, but my mother 
passed away from multiple myeloma, another 
form of blood cancer, when I was 24 years old. 
So I was running for her as well. She was very 
much on my mind during the last mile of the 
marathon.”

When Bryant crossed the finish line, he broke 
down in tears.

“I was so physically drained and I was over-
whelmed with emotion knowing that I had just 
run 26.2 miles after training for five months. 
My goal was to break four hours, and I finished 
in 3:58. That was a great feeling.”

Natale admittedly is not one for organized 
activities, “so committing to training for the 
marathon was somewhat outside my comfort 
zone,” he said. But, “when I saw Brenden’s en-
thusiasm, and considering all that he had been 
through in the previous six months, I couldn’t 
imagine not signing up with him.”

Ultimately, Natale said it was “humbling” 
running the same event as his partner.

“Brenden is a really, really good runner and I 
often had to remind myself to be happy for his 
achievements—be it pace or distance—rather 
than be critical of my own performance in com-
parison,” Natale said. “In this way, it was good 
practice at being a good partner.”

Natale said the marathon was “incredibly 
emotional” on multiple levels. The sheer num-
ber of runners with some kind of reference to a 
loved one or a personal cause was overwhelm-
ing, he said. “It makes you realize that running 
has provided a way for people to process loss, 
obstacles and things beyond their control more 
generally, which is incredibly raw and human. I 
had goosebumps a number of times during the 
run because of this.”

Natale added, “From Brenden’s diagnosis, 
[to] his treatment and eventual healing, to the 
marathon commitment, to training and race 
itself, it all feels like some kind of metaphor 
about where we’ve been and what lies ahead 
for us. In the past year, we’ve been through 
atypically wide ranges of highs and lows, which 
have only brought us closer together.”

The two have not yet set a date, but the wed-
ding likely will be in Tulum, Mexico. 

Last February, Bryant was three-months into 

chemotherapy and just starting to feel better. 
“Against the advice of my doctor, we decided to 
take a vacation, escape the Chicago winter, and 
forget—at least for a week—that I had can-
cer,” Bryant said. “We went to Tulum and had 
the most amazing time. We soaked up the sun, 
swam in the ocean and ate the most delicious 
food. Tulum will always be a special place for 
us, and I want to share that with our friends.”

Bryant said the Chicago Marathon “was a life-
affirming event.”

“Running to the point of complete exhaus-
tion, and then pushing past that pain and fa-
tigue until I crossed the finish line, made me 
realize that the body is capable of anything 
that your mind tells it to do,” he said. “My fa-
vorite part of the race was running from Boys-
town to Old Town. The energy of the crowd was 
absolutely amazing, and at that point I felt 
nearly invincible—that I could run forever. 

“I am so glad that we shared this experience. 
Justin had never run more than two miles be-
fore we started training for the marathon, and 
I know how difficult every training run was for 
him. He put himself through physical hell to 
support me, and that means the world to me.”

And soon they will be “forever partners,” the 
term Natale used when he popped the ques-
tion.

Couple complete
marathon—then
get engaged
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Justin Natale (left) and Brenden Bryant.
Photo by Ross Forman

Susan Sontag
movie event Nov. 18
 “Regarding Susan Sontag: Film Screening 
and Discussion with Deborah Nelson” will 
take place Wed., Nov. 18, 6-9 p.m., at The 
University of Chicago’s Center for the Study 
of Gender and Sexuality, 5733 S. University 
Ave.
 The event will bring together UChicago 
alumnae/i interested in gender, feminist and 
LGBTQ studies to explore the life and work 
of the famous writer, filmmaker and political 
activist.
 Get tickets at UChicagoLGBTAlumni.org.

TPAN presenting
‘Barlesque 8’
 The Chicago agency Test Positive Aware 
Network (TPAN) has announced the latest 
edition of its annual online fundraiser with 
“Barlesque 8: Bedtime Stories.”

 Through Nov. 22, 16 bartender contestants 
will raise funds in person and online at Bar-
lesque.org. As money is raised, photos of 
contestants advance from the contestants 
being fully dressed to wearing significantly 
less clothing. 
 See Barlesque.org.

HBHC partners
with FFC
 Fitness Formula Clubs (FFC) has initiated a 
new partnership with Howard Brown Health 
Center (HBHC) in an effort to promote sus-
tainable health habits for HBHC’s employee 
and patient networks through the FFC Formu-
LifeRx program.
 FormuLifeRx is a multidisciplinary behavior 
modification program offered through Fitness 
Formula Clubs; it is designed specifically for 
the medical community to support efforts in 
treating patients.
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Doin’ the DILF, Sat., Nov. 7.
Photos by Kyle Henderson

THE SOFO TAP  

“He used to get quite aroused whenever I got 
on his back.”—michael Fassbender talks about 
his experience horseback riding in Jane Eyre. 
It’s probably the only time a horse saw someone 
better endowed, as you can see on BillyMasters.
com.

We’ve all heard that drinking red wine is good 
for you. Some studies state that a couple of 
glasses a day helps burn fat, lowers blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, and even helps your teeth. So 
I was not particularly surprised when headlines 
blazed that drinking three glasses of champagne 
a day could help stave off Alzheimer’s and oth-
er forms of dementia. We’re not talking about 
champagne that comes from Oregon or Uganda. 
This is real champagne from Champagne, France. 
Alas, the story was retracted the next day. The 
study in question recommends three glasses of 
champagne a WEEK, not a day. Perhaps dementia 
set in a bit early for some members of the media.

The champagne was flowing last week at the 
2015 Marine Corps Ball in Wilmington, North Car-
olina. And one couple made quite a splash. As 
we previously reported, Sgt. Tanner White made 
a video inviting gay singer Steve Grand to ac-
company him. And Grand accepted. The banner 
evening was well-documented by the sexy singer 
on Instagram, including a pre-festivity outing, 
touring a battleship and dressing for the occa-
sion. In addition to some snaps of the handsome 
couple all gussied up (including dashing Sgt. 
White in his dress best), there’s a photo that 
appears to show Grand sitting on White’s lap. 
Hopefully he had a ball and didn’t sit on one! 
Check them out on our website.

For the last few years, Nick Jonas has been 
courting gay fans with performances in gay bars, 
provocative pictorials and supportive sound 
clips—to say nothing of actually playing gay in 
the series Kingdom and Scream Queens. He even 
jumped in at the last minute to headline Pitts-
burgh Pride. I’m not criticizing any of this. In 
fact, I applaud his efforts. But I think there’s a 
“gay-baiting” aspect to this—a kinda deliberate 
teasing. There’s the insinuation that he not only 
enjoys the attention of his gay fans, but perhaps 
harbors some secret desires of his own. Those 
hints got a bit more explicit last week. At the Ra-
dio One Teen Awards, Nick was asked about gay 
sex. He responded, “Well, I’m gay in Kingdom. 
If you keep watching the series, you’ll see more 
of that.” He was then asked point-blank if he’s 
ever hooked up with guys: “I can’t say if I have 
or haven’t, but if you watch the show you’ll see 
more of that.” Oy!

These days, the line between mainstream and 
porn is blurred regularly. But even I was shocked 
to read about a scandal regarding a gay adult 
flick and Sir John Gielgud! Way back in 1976, the 
venerable actor wrote a script for Peter de rome, 
a notable figure in the history of gay porn. How 
Gielgud knew de Rome is unknown. But, hey, if I 
can have Sophia Loren on speed dial, anything’s 
possible. The heretofore unknown script, Trou-
ser Bar, was unearthed by David McGillivray, who 
came across it while researching a documentary 
about de Rome. He says, “John Gielgud was ob-
sessed with trousers, loved corduroy and leather. 
And so he wrote a film set in a menswear shop.” 
McGillivray has filmed the script but, since he’s 
not a director, he hired one—the notable gay-
porn auteur Kristen Bjorn. The flick begins with 
actors Nigel Havers, Julian Clary and Barry Cryer 
on a sidewalk watching a gay orgy inside a men’s 
shop. McGillivray calls the 22-minute silent film 
an “erotic fantasy.”

Predictably, the Sir John Gielgud Charitable 
Trust is not thrilled about this, and has denied 
permission for the film to be exhibited. Here’s 
the problem: There is not a single mention of 
this script in Gielgud’s letters or diaries. In fact, 
he doesn’t appear to have ever written another 

screenplay. But by this organization seeking to 
ban the film, they’re confirming that Sir John 
Gielgud actually wrote it. For the time being, 
McGillivray’s flick remains under wraps, which is 
fine by him. He’s planning a new documentary 
which he’ll trot out to film festivals next year. 
Inside Leg: The Making of Trouser Bar will fully 
detail the history of the project. Without even 
trying, the Sir John Gielgud Charitable Trust has 
given McGillivray and his dirty movie thousands 
of dollars of free advertising. Banned or not, we 
have some stills from the short on BillyMasters.
com.

The London production of Les Miserables just 
celebrated its 30th anniversary. As is typical of 
these events, original cast members joined the 
cast after the curtain calls. While she missed 
the 25th anniversary, Patti LuPone (the origi-
nal Fantine) was on hand to sing “I Dreamed 
a Dream.” Midway, out came rachelle Ann Go 
(the current Fantine). Then the original Eponine, 
Frances ruffelle, started singing “On My Own.” 
Rounding out the quartet was the current 
Eponine, Carrie hope Fletcher. Although the 
video has disappeared from the Internet, you 
can see it on BillyMasters.com.

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Justin in 
Wisconsin: “I was surprised to learn that Asher 
on How To Get Away With Murder was a competi-
tive bodybuilder. He doesn’t look very in shape 
on the show.”

If you’ve ever gone to a high school reunion, 
you will immediately notice that the guys who 
looked great as kids are now fat (and, often, 
bald). This is what happens to straight guys 
when they get older, and this is what happened 
to 29-year-old matt mcGorry, who plays Asher 
(who’s also on Orange Is the New Black). In his 
early 20s, he was a personal trainer and a com-
petitive bodybuilder with roughly 5 percent body 
fat! He says, “I didn’t really enjoy it too much.” 
Personally, I don’t think he looks that bad. But 
he’s certainly not as sexy as his co-star. Charlie 
Weber looks good as the bearded Frank but only 
a few years ago, his look was drastically differ-
ent. He was clean-shaven, had a lean, ripped 
body, and looked ready for gay porn. You can 
check out both boys’ past on BillyMasters.com.

When we’re firing up the time machine, we’ve 
definitely come to the end of yet another col-
umn. It should go without saying that all of your 
gossip needs can be fulfilled by checking out 
www.BillyMasters.com, the site where you’ll have 
a ball ... or two. If you have a question, send it 
along to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I promise 
to get back to you before Nick Jonas shows us 
what’s inside his trousers. So, until next time, 
remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY
Masters

BILLYBILLYBILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Steve Grand had a ball recently.
Photo by Joem c. Bayawa
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LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
An American Family was 

a 1973 PBS documentary 
series that was a 

precursor to reality TV. It 
featured the Loud family, 
including their son, who 
came out as gay on TV. 

What was his first name?

Answer on page 22

?
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All Things Beyonce

Wed., Nov. 18, 9 pm
Sidetrack, 3349 N. halsted St. 

Bow down to Queen Bey with videos, 
concert footage, drag performances 
from DiDa Ritz and Saya Naomi, and the 
Beyonce dance-off hosted by Dixie Lynn 
Cartwright.

Barlesque 8 events

Wed., Nov. 18 - Sun., Nov. 22
Various locations

Support your favorite bartender in this 
annual charity strip-athon:
 Wed., Nov. 18—Jeri’s Poison, re-
play, 3439 N. halsted St., 7 pm. Get 
a shot of contestant Jeri (pictured). 
All proceeds from the sales of Jeri’s 
shot choice will benefit Barlesque.
 Thu., Nov. 19—Bachelors For Bar-
lesque, Charlie’s, 3726 N. Broadway 
St., 10 pm. Contestant Khloe is raf-
fling off some hot bachelors. Each raf-
fle winner receives a date and a bottle 
Tijuana Sweet Tea Tequila.
 Thu., Nov. 19—Bears, Beers and 
Barlesque Bedtime Stories, Big 
Chicks, 5024 N. Sheridan rd., 9 pm. 
Bear Den and contestant Derrick take 
it off for a good cause. DJ HerrBear, $4 
Absolut cocktails, $3 Miller Lite pints.
 Fri., Nov. 20—Naughty Little Cab-
aret, She-Nannigan’s house of Beer, 
16 W. Division St., 8 pm. Getting 
naughty with NLC contestant Devon 
Aire.
 Sat., Nov. 21—’nightOTTEr, The 
Sofo Tap, 4923 N. Clark St., 9 pm. A 
snuggly night of union suits, PJs and 
other nightwear. Contestant James 
will be selling raffle tickets and shots, 
prizes include a $25 certificate from 
Leather 64TEN, a free haircut at The 
Public Barber and much more.
 Sun., Nov. 22—Barlesque 8 Clos-
ing Party, Progress Bar, 3359 N. hal-
sted St., 7 pm. The final blowout for 
Barlesque 8. Join all the contestants 
as they raise the last dollars. Contest 
goes until midnight and the winner is 
announced.
 For full list of Barlesque 8 contes-
tants, see www.barlesque.org
Photo of Replay’s Barlesque contestant Jeri 
by KJ Heath

LKh turns around for Barlesque, Wed., Nov. 11.
Photos by Kirk Williamson

HYDRATE

By ANDrEW DAVIS

How sweet it is.
 For those of you who adore chocolate (and I’m 
pretty sure that’s most of you), Cocoa + Co. (1651 
N. Wells St.; http://cocoaandco.com), is an adven-
ture in pleasure. 
 You’ll find pastries, bonbons, a wall of bars from 
chocolatiers around the world and even drinking 
chocolates at this establishment, which has only 
been around for about six months but has its share 
of regulars. (Cocoa + Co. also offers soups, pack-
aged goods and even high tea, with reservations 
required for the latter.) 
 As one might gather, the owner must be someone 
with a longtime love stepped in the sweet stuff—
and, indeed, Kim Hack is such a person. Cocoa + 

Co. is a labor of love for Hack, who admitted that 
it took more than a decade (and a “sheer force of 
will”) to make the idea real. “I’m married to a risk-
averse lawyer,” she said with a laugh. “But after 
14 years, I wore him down—and he’s become my 
biggest supporter.”
 After considering various neighborhoods (includ-
ing Andersonville and the Gold Coast), Hack set-
tled in on this spot because of a variety of factors. 
“I used to live [nearby], so I knew this area,” she 
said. “Also, there’s a variety of exciting businesses 
that have opened up here. It’s very light-filled, and 
the landlord and neighborhood are supportive of 
independent businesses.”
 Indeed, a walk through Cocoa + Co. is quite a 
sensory experience—but it’s also quite an educa-
tion. Hack is likely to be present when you’re there, 
and she’s more than happy to walk you through 
everything from the flavors combinations to the 
provenances of the items there. She maneuvered 
me through a few drinking chocolates (including 
the seductively named Mocha Ecstasy), each more 
delicious than the last. “Drinking chocolates tend 
to be not as sweet as cocoa, and they’re a little 
thicker and richer.”
 The wall of chocolate bars “has some items you’ll 
find in other places—but most you won’t,” Hack 
said. She provided back stories on some of the 
chocolatiers behind the items, including one out of 

Amsterdam who “is an ex-UN conservationist [who] 
decided to try to protect the rainforests, which is 
where the cacao trees grow.”
 “I’m a total chocoholic,” said Hack, who said 
she’d like to expand the business someday but 
is stopping short of Starbucks-type domination. 
“Some days, I want a bonbon, other days I want 
a pastry and other days I want a drinking choco-
late—but I didn’t really find a place that combined 
all those things.” Now, thanks to her efforts, we 
can drink (or eat) it all in—with a smile.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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SAVOR 

Cocoa + Co.

Cocoa + Co.
Photos by Andrew Davis

Sweet moments from James’ Candy Shop for Barlesque, Fri., Nov. 13.
Photos by Kirk Williamson

CREW
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Wed., Nov. 18
Genderqueer Chicago A grassroots group 

that works to create safe spaces for every-
one to talk about, think about, explore and 
express gender.   7:00pm - 8:15pm   Center 
on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St.

“regarding Susan Sontag”: Film Screen-
ing and Discussion with Deborah Nelson 
Explore the life and work of the famous 
writer, filmmaker and political activist, Su-
san Sontag, one of UChicago’s best known 
alumni.  6:00pm   Regenstein Library, 
Room 122, 1100 E. 57th St., Chicago  Tick-
ets: http://www.uchicagolgbtalumni.org/
store.html?event_id=362

Transgender Day of remembrance at Joliet 
Junior College Featured speaker will be 
Alexis Martinez, a Chicago Latina trans ac-
tivist. After the reading of the names and 
the speaker’s remarks, ]open mic to share 
their thoughts, poems, songs, prayers, etc. 
related to violence against transgender 
communities. Refreshments. asims@jcc.
com  6:00pm - 8:00pm   JCC Main Campus, 
Center Bridge, 12 15 Houbolt Rd., Joliet

CCPA Symphony Orchestra Concert The CCPA 
Symphony Orchestra, led by Emanuele An-
drizzi, performs works by Franck, Puccini, 
Ravel, and Verdi. Free.  7:30pm - 9:30pm   
Harris Theater for Music and Dance  205 E 
Randolph St.,  http://www.roosevelt.edu/
News_and_Events/Calendar/EventDetails.
aspx?ccpaid=207210

uncovered: how I Left hasidic Life and Fi-
nally Came home Reading and signing of 
this book by Leah Lax.  7:30pm   Women 
& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.womenandchildren-
first.com/book/9781631529955

macy Gray Multi-award winning, multi-plat-
inum selling singer, songwriter, actress. 
With special guest Valise through Thurs-
day, Nov. 19. $55/60/65. Doors 6 pm.   

8:00pm   City Winery Chicago  1200 W 
Randolph St Chicago  Tickets: http://www.
citywinery.com

Thursday, Nov. 19
Christmas Around the World and holidays 

of Light 50 trees and displays beautifully 
decorated by volunteers from Chicago’s 
ethnic communities to reflect their di-
verse culture and holiday customs. Santa 
Claus on weekends. Through Jan. 3, 2016  
9:30am - 4:00pm   Museum of Science and 
Industry  5700 S Lake Shore Dr.; http://
msichicago.org

Transgender Day of remembrance at 

Northeastern Illinois university Memori-
alizing names of those lost to anti-trans-
gender violence  12:00pm   Northeastern 
Illinois University Pedroso Center 5500 N. 
St. Louis Ave., Chicago

Transgender Day of remembrance at 
Northern Illinois university Candlelight 
vigil at 5 pm followed by open discussion 
and reception at the Gender and Sexuality 
Resource Center  5:00pm   Arndt House, 
Normal Rd and Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb.  815-
753-4772

Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 
mixer Network and mingle with the GL 
Chamber and SBAC Young Professionals 
Group. Register online.  6:00pm - 9:00pm   
Godfrey Hotel’s IO rooftop  https://sbac.
z2systems.com/np/clients/sbac/even-
tRegistration.jsp?event=6091  Tickets: 
http://glchamber.org/mix-mingle-sbac-
nov-19

Google hangout event called Trans youth 
Speak Lambda Legal and GLSEN will co-
host. Moderated by Lambda Legal Staff 
Attorney and Transgender Rights Project 
advisor Demoya Gordon, the event will 
feature transgender and non-binary stu-
dents and activists discussing experiences 
they have had.  6:00pm - 7:00pm   Online  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8R2a
xFWwJI&feature=youtu.be

Lesbians Who Tech (and friends) happy 
hour Click link to register  6:30pm - 
8:30pm   Elixir Lounge, 1509 Balmoral 
Ave, Chicago  Tickets: http://tinyurl.com/
phatpql

Friday, Nov. 20
Out in the Open Sleep Out Overnight sleep 

out to raise visibility and funds to help 
provide a stable living environment for 
youth experiencing homelessness. Speak-
ers include individual teens. Dozens of en-
tertainers. Register as an individual, join 
a team or create a team. Hosted by Pride 
Action Tank, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 
Edelman, Agency EA, Windy City Times 
newspaper and others. Transgender Re-
membrance around 9 pm. Questions to edi-
tor@windycitymediagroup.com.  6:00pm 

- 8:00am   Cricket Hill near Montrose Ave. 
and Lake Michigan.  http://sleepoutchi-
cago.org

Transgender Day of remembrance at Co-
lumbia College Performances by Chicago-
based trans artists and speakers, as well 
as a memorial service where we will honor 
and celebrate the lives of trans people who 
have passed away in the last year.  6:00pm 
- 8:00pm   Columbia College 33 E. Congress 
Way, Room 101, Chicago  773-272-1822  
http://tjlp.org/

Transgender Day of remembrance at 
Northwestern university Multicultural 
Student Affairs invite faculty/staff, stu-
dents, post docs/docs, graduate students 
to honor the memory of those whose lives 
were lost in acts of anti-transgender vio-
lencQuestions to jill-brazel@northwest-
ern.edu   6:00pm - 8:00pm   The Rock, 
Evanston campus

Transgender Day of remembrance at 
Transformative Justice Law Project of 
Illinois Performances by Chicago-based 
trans artists and speakers, as well as a me-
morial service where we will honor and cel-
ebrate the lives of trans people who have 
passed away in the last year.   6:00pm - 
8:00pm   Columbia College 33 E. Congress 
Way, Room 101, Chicago

Transgender Day of remembrance at Cen-
ter on halsted Theatre will provide a quiet 
space for attendees to pause and reflect 
on lives lost in acts of anti-transgender 
violence. Theatre lobby will have interac-
tive ‘table stations’ to encourage dialogue 
and build community. Attendees encour-
aged to come and go at their convenience.   
6:30pm - 8:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 
N Halsted Chicago  http://www.centeron-
halsted.org 

Trans Day of remembrance at AChurch4me 
mCC Remember violence committed 
against transgender and gender non-
conforming people and honor the lives of 
those who might otherwise be forgotten.  
7:00pm   AChurch4Me MCC, 7366 N Clark 
St, Chicago  Tickets: https://www.face-
book.com/events/1036193853087148/

Saturday, Nov. 21 
Trans flu-ent-ial Film Festival A day-long 

celebration of films that capture the 
unique and influential journey accompa-
nying the transgender experience. $5 sug-
gested donation at the door.   12:30pm 
- 7:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  http://www.centeronhal-
sted.org/newevents-details.cfm?ID=10800

Sunday, Nov. 22
The Cooke Book: The music of Sam Cooke 

Out local singer Darrian Ford. 17+ $15.  
7:00pm   House of Blues  329 N Dearborn 
Chicago  http://tinyurl.com/p6mqf9z  
Tickets: http://www.houseofblues.com/
chicago

Lush Life: The music of Billy Strayhorn 
Featuring Broadway star Darius de Haas 
and local favorite Joan Curto with Alan 
Broadbent on piano, the Auditorium’s 
orchestra, the Joel Hall Dancers and a 
30-voice all-male choir arranged by Bill 
Chin. Tickets $29-$68.  8:00pm   Audito-
rium Theatre of Roosevelt University  50 
E Congress Pkwy Chicago  (312) 341-2300  
Tickets: http://www.auditoriumtheatre.
org/calendar/

Tuesday, Nov. 24
Gay men’s Book Group Fourth Tuesday of 

every month except holidays. Simon Vs. 
the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Alber-
talli. Free.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted St.  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org/newevents-details.
cfm?ID=9345

Wed., Nov. 25
Game Night at Gerber/hart Library Board 

games, card games, dominoes. Parking lot 
available. Free.  6:00pm - 9:00pm   Gerber 
Hart Library and Archives  6500 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.gerberhart.org 

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

IN REMEMBRANCE

Various Transgender Day of 
remembrance events will 
take place around the city 

and suburbs.
Photo of Angelica Ross 

at TDOR event 
from WCT files
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BOOK REVIEW

M Train
by Patti Smith
$25; Knopf; 253 pages
By LIZ BAuDLEr

Don’t read Patti Smith’s new memoir, M Train, 
expecting to be captured by a plot. In stark 
contrast to Just Kids—her National Book 
award-winning tale about coming of artistic 
age in New York with Robert Mapplethorpe—
M Train is, well ... existential, even compara-
tively drab. Just Kids is a book of possibility, 
while M Train finds the heroine plodding along 
in international fashion. But through it, Smith 
gives us something rare: the gift of what Patti 
Smith is like. 

Most memoirists address a specific period of 
their life, and while Smith does have through-
lines—2012 in NYC right before and after 
Superstorm Sandy mixed with tranquil Michi-
gan in the 1980s with her late husband, Fred 
“Sonic” Smith—any day’s occurrence can lead 

into a singular anecdote of travel or family or 
love. One might question why Smith chose to 
ground readers in the relative here and now of 
her life—the Cafe ‘Ino, her cat-filled bedroom, 
numerous hotels—when, surely, there are so 

many unbelievable stories to tell. 
This is the wrong question. She will tell those 

stories but, instead, think of Smith as a qui-
et, bookish friend to get to know better. We 
learn that she likes to have low-key, monkish 
holidays. We learn she loves TV crime dramas. 
We learn that she occasionally gets impatient 
with technology. We learn that she becomes 
obsessed with authors for months at a time. We 
learn that she can down 14 cups of coffee a day 
and still go to bed at night. 

And it is all with a self-deprecating beauty 
shot through with a strong suggestion of lone-
liness. She’s been a widow for nearly 20 years, 
and it’s clear that she would drop her books 
and solitary trips and artistic expeditions just 
to be back with Fred, listening to the Tigers 
games on their broken boat perched under 
their willow tree. One of the most arresting mo-
ments comes as Smith travels to Japan, look-
ing to find the graves of two particular writers 
and meet some friends. Planning to read on the 
plane, she gets distracted by the movie Master 
and Commander. “Midflight, I began to weep,” 
she writes. “Just come back, I was thinking. 

You’ve been gone long enough. Just come 
back. I will stop traveling; I will wash your 
clothes.” Not every desire in M Train is put so 
simply, but so many are knotted with yearning. 

Yet Patti Smith, displaced wanderer, finds 
home by the end, purchasing a tiny bungalow 
that will survive Sandy’s storm surge. It’s amus-
ing that she claims not to be much for symbols, 
as M Train drips with them. Smith constantly 
sees herself in the parade of television detec-
tives, is haunted by a cowboy in her dreams 
who gives her vague instructions, keeps look-
ing to see her own hands in her dreams as a 
sign of accomplishment, and longs for “the 
clock with no hands” that she and Fred felt 
kept the time in their ageless relationship. 

M Train is to be read chapter by chapter, sa-
vored and consulted as a book of wisdom. Each 
section feels like an ode to to the transitory 
and succeeds in its own particular way whether 
it mourns or acknowledges time. A young artist 
might grow impatient with its dalliances; an 
older one knows that not every day is full of 
accomplishment, and that the totality matters 
more than the moment.

ing affordable housing in Uptown. He lied. We 
are short of housing except at the Cook County 
Jail.” 

Cappleman told Windy City Times after the 
protest that he must follow the city’s afford-
able housing ordinance, and he can’t block the 
sale of mark rate single-room occupancy prop-
erties to a private company. 

Cappleman also told Windy City Times that 
he is not directing the police to do any of the 
sweeps, and that if a citizen calls the police, 
the police must respond to the complaints. 

The marchers took their message from Cricket 
Hill up Wilson Avenue, followed by two Chicago 
Police Department (CPD) patrol cars. 

At the corner of Hazel Street and Wilson, a 

member of the CPD attempted to move them 
to the sidewalk. The marchers refused and 
continued along the streets to the gates of 
Cappleman’s apartment, chanting, “Hands off 
the homeless” and “Cappleman has a home, but 
what about homeless people?”

In his release, Cappleman stated that he 
would not be at his home but at his Broadway 
office, “meeting with constituents of my ward, 
as I always am on Monday evenings.”

So the protestors took their message there. 
They crowded into the warm surroundings, 

demanding that Cappleman emerge. When the 
alderman did, he was confronted by Esteban 
Burgoa, a veteran of the 2003 Iraq War now 
experiencing homelessness.

“I was homeless for two years,” Burgoa told 
Cappleman. “No food, no heat. I learned to sur-
vive because of my training.”

“Good for you,” Cappleman replied.
“No—not good for me,” Burgoa stated, be-

coming increasingly more frustrated. “I’m here 
because I swore to protect the constitution of 
the United States. When I hear about people 
harassing the most vulnerable, it’s a shame.”

“So what’s your question?” Cappleman asked. 
Burgoa wanted to know if Cappleman was 

prepared to take a pay cut in order to help 
provide housing for his Ward’s homeless indi-
viduals.

“I pledge to work with other City Council 
members and the Department of Family Sup-
port Services,” Capplemansaid.

“Just tell me yes or no!” Burgoa demanded.
“I give a substantial amount of my salary to 

a lot of different charities, including women 
who’ve experienced domestic violence,” Cap-
pleman replied. “I will continue doing that.” 

Thayer challenged Cappleman to call for the 
disciplining of police officers who are intimi-
dating homeless people.

“Whenever there’s any allegations of miscon-
duct, all aldermen have to go through a process 
called the Independent Police Review Author-
ity,” Cappleman said. “If anyone has witnessed 
a police officer acting in an illegal manner, I 
encourage everyone to follow the process that 
is already in place. You must file a report.”

The protestors were becoming increasingly 
angry and turned their backs on him crying 
“Hey Hey, Ho Ho/Cappleman has to go!”

Cappleman’s aide called an immediate end to 
the meeting. 

The protestors were ushered back out into 
the night, vowing that Cappleman had not 
heard the last from them.

CAPPLEMAN from page 4
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Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
dr.edwardfajardo@gmail.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Look for Dr. Edward Fajardo on Facebook

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

ADVERTISE HERE
ADVErTISE hErE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ADULT MALE ENTERTAINMENT
BOrED??  WE hAVE ThE SOLuTION! Check out 
www.gayflicks.com. Buy DVDs, Stream Gay Movies, 
Download them or just Pay Per Minute and watch only 
the scenes you want to!  You will love these xxx gay 
movies. WWW.GAyFLICKS.COm (12/9/15-4)

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
QuICKBOOK BOOKKEEPEr AVAILABLE.  Accounts 
Payable/Accounts Receivable, Invoicing, Collections, 
Time Tracking, Bank & Credit card reconciliations, Fi-
nancial Statements, Journal Entry, Reports for accoun-
tants for year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
ChESTNuT CLEANING SErVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/23/16-52)

HELP WANTED
ENTrEPrENEurIAL SPIrITS WANTED. Achieve Person-
al & Financial FREEDOM. Help us help you help oth-
ers. It’s what we do. Earn while you learn to invest 
VERY PROFITABLY in Real Estate. For a brief online 
overview, call or text your name to 708-292-8778. 
(12/30/15-8)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
mArrIAGE  EQuALITy – LOVE WINS. mAKE yOur 
hOmE TOGEThEr  LOOK FABuLOuS!  We do bath-
rooms, carpentry, drywall repairs, deck cleaning, 
staining and painting. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bond-
ed-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy 
OnCall 847-328-3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  
(12/16/16-56)

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed Business Name in the 
conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” as 
amended, that a certification was filed by the under-
signed with the County Clerk of Cook County. Registra-
tion No. D15144253 on October 22, 2015 Under the 
Assumed Name of “DR. DAVE DENTAL, S.C.” with the 
business located at 3180 N. LAKE SHORE DRIVE 23B, 
Chicago, IL 60657. The true and real full name(s) and 
residence address of the owner(s)/partner(s) is: DA-
VID TIMOTHY RUDZIEWICZ, 3180 N. LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
23B, CHICAGO, IL 60657, USA. (11/18/15-3)

MASSAGE
mASSAGE FIrST-CLASS ASIAN mALE mASSEur. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 
(12/16/15-15)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
ArE yOu INTELLECTuALLy GIFTED? Are you interested 
in meeting other LGBTs like you? Come join the LGBT 
and Allies Special Interest Group in Chicago Area Men-
sa. To inquire, contact lgbta@chicago.us.mensa.
org. (4/20/16-52)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDErING WhAT TO DO WITh ThOSE WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-799-
8707. www.JosephriceInteriors.com (12/9/15-13)

CLASSIFIEDS

?? ?

?LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
ANSWER:

Lance

Questions from That’s So Gay! A Game of LGBTQ 
Discovery, a 2400-question board game available from 

Women & Children First Books and on Amazon.com.

From page 19

FOR SALE - HOUSES
CLASSIC ChICAGO BuNGALOW 3129 N Kilbourn Ave. 
(60641) $299,900 3BR/1BA all brick singe-family 
home. Hardwood flrs throughout; new roof and win-
dows; new kitchen cabinets. Open basement and attic. 
OPEN hOuSE SuNDAy 1-4. 773-418-3508 (FSBO; 
Broker Owned) (11/18/15-1)

ONE BEDROOM APTS FOR RENT
SPACIOuS 1 Br IN rOGErS PArK--Available now! 
Sunny condo features hardwood floors, original wood-
work, arched doorways, spacious living room with 
built-in bookcase, updated bath, eat-in kitchen, walk-
in closet, updated lighting. Tons of vintage charm! 
Well-maintained building has beautiful garden with 
deck and grill, laundry, bike storage, additional stor-
age. $950, including heat. One cat OK. Close to el, 
bus, lake, Loyola, restaurants. Brett murphy - 312-
282-3336

EDGEWATEr COmmuTEr ADVANTAGE. Walk to beach, 
red line, bus and shops. Large kitchen with pantry 
and dining room. Big bedroom with unique and large 
closets. $925 with heat. Plus laundry, video intercom, 
patio and storage. Call 773-275-3216 (12/2/15-4)

TWO BEDROOM APTS FOR RENT
CONDO FOr rENT Prestigious two bedroom Lake Shore 
Drive and Belmont location available. High floor with 
outstanding views of the lake. Close to the beach. 
Huge floor to ceiling windows. Close to transportation 
(bus, red/brown/purple line). New kitchen appliances. 
Laundry room, storage and indoor parking available. 
$2150 per month plus parking. 708-725-3110. circle-
mgnt@yahoo.com. See pictures at WWW.OAKrENT.
COm (11/25/15-4)

EDGEWATEr COmmuTEr ADVANTAGE. Walk to beach, 
red line, bus and shops. Awesome living room with 
lots of windows. Big kitchen with pantry. $1500 with 
heat. Plus laundry, video intercom, patio and storage. 
Call 773-275-3216 (12/2/15-4)

THREE BEDROOM APTS FOR RENT
GrACELAND WEST on Greenview. Heated, 3BR with 
shared balcony; hardwood floors, formal dining room, 
decorative fireplace, ample closet space, updated 
bathroom, new kitchen appliances. In-bldg laundry. 
No dogs; 2 cats OK. Non-smoking bldg. $2,000/mo 
(Agent Owned) 773-775-4460 (11/18/15-1)

HOUSE FOR RENT
BuCKTOWN SINGLE FAmILy rESIDENCE: Six room 
three bedrooms plus sun room, two full baths, two and 
one half story rehabbed with original charm intact. 
Granite and ss kitchen, with dining alcove, marble 
bath, central heat and air. Situated in stunning tree 
filled setting. Hidden patio in rear for private sunning 
and bbq. In unit washer dryer. Ample closets and extra 
storage. Breakfast at Toast, Map Room, Starbucks or 
Red June. Walk to restaurants, entertainment, shop-
ping, blue line, 606. Pets considered. $2700 Rent in-
cludes $300. Credit for landscape and snow removal. 
773-391-9713 / Falconeva8@aol.Com (11/18/15-
1)

REAL ESTATE

Come be Inspired!
NEW ENGLAND Manor-Style 

Estate in the Bull Valley 
Countryside

Guest House Included

6 Acres| 4 Bedrooms| 5 Bathrooms
$585,000

Close to Historic Woodstock Square 
Crystal Lake Raue Center and

Chris Bartnick
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

Starck Real Estate
414.380.4441

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Three Metra Stations also Nearby

thing everyone else is feeling. If I’m not my 
brother’s keeper but I am my brother, if I can 
feel his pain, if I’m hungry when he’s hungry, 
things would be a hell of a lot different.” 

“The story of homeless youth and disenfran-
chised children is my story,” Ford added. “I 
grew up on the South Side of Chicago and, for 
a lot of my childhood, I was unaffirmed and 
unwatched. I am exactly the same as the kids 
who get lost in the world. It just so happens 
that dance and music captivated me first.”

Ford has recorded 10 of the 13 tracks of The 
New Standard, which will first be available as 
an EP before a planned spring 2016 launch. 

“I call it my fundraiser EP because we’re sell-

ing the EPs at $15 apiece for seven tracks,” he 
said. “When the whole album is finished, you 
can download it at no additional cost. I hope 
to get the attention of charities with who can 
make use of Brother’s Keeper and Fatherless 
Son when they need it.” 

The EP will be available at Ford’s Nov. 22 show 
at the House of Blues, where he will be joined 
by musical director John Cicora on guitar, Greg 
Woods on piano, Tim Ipsen on bass, Alfonzo 
Jones on drums and Jaymes Osborne on (back-
ground and additional) vocals.

“This will be a next level gig for us,” Ford 
said. “So while the show will be The Cooke 
Book, there will be some surprises.” 

The New Standard will also be available on 
http://www.darrianford.com.

FORD from page 16

ADVERTISE HERE
Want to advertise your product, service, 
etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer 
affordable rates, convenient service, 
and as a bonus, your ad runs in our 
online section for free. To place an 
ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 

ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.
com, or go to our website http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com/

placeaclassified.php.
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1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

Charles Jones
(773) 935-8700
(773) 915-3271 Cell/Text
cjones@nfwchicago.com
www.nfwchicago.com

2014 Angie’s List 
Super Service Award

Gay owned and operated 
Chicago small business 

since 2007

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects 
including Wood, 
    Laminate, Carpet,  
     Vinyl and Tile.
      Window Covering 
       Projects from 
         Shades to 
          Shutters to 
          Draperies.

We Bring the Showroom To You®

Schedule a Free Estimate
Mention this ad for 

a 20% discount

• Buyers

• Sellers

• Rentals

• Consulting

• Advice

RE/MAX is a worldwide leader in selling real estate. Offices are locally 
owned and operated by Brokers who are experts in their markets. The 
combination of global resources and locally expertise gives clients of 
RE/MAX agents the EDGE they need to buy, sell or rent their homes.

Get the REAL ESTATE Edge!
Mark Zipperer / RE/MAX Edge

773.435.1601 / mzipperer@remax.net
3843 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL, 60613
www.chicagorealestateedge.com

We offer the following services:
Psychiatric Evaluations

Medication Management
Psychological Counseling

Call or drop in to schedule an appointment today!

773·989 ·9691
or email to info@uptownmentalhealth.com

1021 West Lawrence Avenue
Corner of Kenmore and Lawrence · Chicago, Illinois 60640

UPTOWN MENTAL HEALTH
Your Mind Matters

uptownmentalhealth.com

Bereyso & AssociAtes, P.c.
MArk J. Bereyso

30 Years’ Experience 
in Employment Law,
General Business,
Real Estate and
Condominium
Litigation

www.bereysolaw.com
312-726-4290

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 779-8707

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

LAURENCE A. JACOBS, M.D.
Building Your LGBT Family

See Dr. Jacobs for all your infertility needs, including:

RainbowReproduction.com
The first and best website devoted to

Providing All Fertility Options for 
Building Your LGBT Family

For a consultation, call 
847-549-3746

Sat & Sun appointments available.

•  complete evaluations   
•  inseminations   

•  ivF   •  RecipRocal ivF   •  suRRogacy
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UNIQUELY QUALIFIED TO SERVE THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY 

INTRODUCING
CHICAGO’S NEWEST 
ADDICTION TREATMENT CENTER 

Nearly 30% of gay and transgender people battle addiction due to stress caused by 
discrimination, stigma and rejection. We understand how that feels.

Using a holistic approach, including intensive outpatient programs and support in 
finding a sober housing experience that’s right for you, Brooktree Health Services  
provides primary treatment for drug and alcohol addiction plus other recovery services.

We don’t change our treatment and care. We simply change our attitude and our 
approach, using evidence-based practices that meet the critical needs of the LGBTQ 
community. Because we understand.

Call for your FREE confidential assessment today! H EA L TH  S E R V I C E S

Call 1-224-347-4000 for a FREE confidential assessment  •  brooktreehealth.com/chicagoland

H EA L TH  S E R V I C E S
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