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By GReTcheN Rachel hammoNd
 
When beloved Chicago transgender advocate ‘Mama’ Gloria Al-
len attends the opening night and world premiere of Charm, 
presented by the Skokie-based Northlight Theatre in the in-
timate setting of the Steppenwolf Garage Oct. 14, it will be 
one of the most extraordinary evenings in her 70 years of life.

It has been a life spent nurturing young transgender and 
gender nonconforming people in the discovery of their beauty, 
confidence, voice and noble place in a world still reluctant to 
offer them her treasured embrace.

The rest of the audience surrounding Allen may not under-
stand just how unique of a position she is in. For as the house-
lights and chatter fade into silent anticipation, Allen will be as 
nervously excited as the actors preparing to take the stage in 
a play inspired by her own life and work.

According to Northlight Theatre, Charm centers on “the 
colorful inner workings of an etiquette class taught by Mama 
Darleena Andrews, an African-American transgender woman, in 
an LGBTQ organization known as The Center. Mama attempts 
to share her rules of proper behavior with a youth group rang-
ing in sexuality, race and gender identity from a Latina trans-
woman to a cisgender straight Black couple to a gay subur-
ban teen. Though her students initially struggle to see how 
etiquette relates to their daily battles with identity, poverty 
and prejudice, Mama’s powerful love and unapologetic attitude 
eventually win them over.”

“It’s so surreal that a producer and a writer thought about 
me and decided to put me out there,” Allen told Windy City 
Times. “The audience won’t know that I was the inspiration 
for this play.”
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By maTT SimoNeTTe

LGBT faith leaders and rights-advocates, on 
Sept. 30, reacted to the news that Pope Fran-
cis met with Rowan County (Kentucky) Clerk 
Kim Davis, who has refused to grant marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples, during his U.S. 
visit.
 The news about the visit was initially greet-
ed with skepticism. The Pope had seemingly 
steered clear of hotbed topics during his trip 
to the United States, and had accrued much 
goodwill from the American public. The Vatican 
initially refused to verify whether the meeting 
took place, but confirmed on Sept. 30, that Da-
vis and the pope met in Washington, D.C., for 
15 minutes on Sept. 24. The meeting was kept 
secret so public attention during the pontiff’s 
visit would not be focused on Davis, according 
to New York Times.
 Officials from LGBT faith organizations were 
largely disturbed and surprised by news of the 
visit.

“As an LGBTQ faith leader who was at the 
White House last week to welcome the Pope, I 
am so disappointed and incredulous,” said the 
Rev. Dr. Nancy Wilson, global moderator of Met-
ropolitan Community Churches, in a statement. 
“We politely urged Pope Francis to say out loud 
that LGBTQ people in Africa, Eastern Europe, 
and the USA have a right to life. Instead, in 
a secret meeting with Kim Davis that is now 
public, he encouraged a woman who symboliz-
es contempt for the human and spiritual rights 
of LGBTQ people in this country.

“...I speak for LGBTQ people around the world 
who are literally dying for the Pope to take the 
next step after his ‘Who am I to judge?’ state-
ment and say, ‘LGBTQ people are created in the 
image of God and deserve to live without fear 
of prison, persecution, or execution,’” Wilson 
added.

“The news that Pope Francis met with Kim 
Davis while failing to respond to repeated re-
quests for dialogue with LGBT Catholics and 

their families will be deeply disappointing to 
many Catholics, gay, trans, and straight alike,” 
said DignityUSA Executive Director Marianne 
Duddy-Burke in a statement. “It may be seen 
as putting the weight of the Vatican behind 
the US Catholic bishops’ claims of victimiza-
tion, and to support those who want to make it 
more difficult for same-sex couples to exercise 
their civil right to marriage. This encounter 
could, in many people’s minds, transform the 
Pope’s U.S. trip from a largely successful pasto-
ral visit to the endorsement of an exclusionary 
political agenda.

“It would be helpful for the Vatican to be 
more forthcoming about the circumstances 
that led to this meeting, and what the Pope 
hoped to convey in his discussions with Ms. 
Davis,” said Duddy-Burke.

“Though LGBT and ally Catholics have wel-
comed Pope Francis’ affirming remarks, many, 
including myself, have also remarked that 
he sometimes talks out of both sides of his 
mouth,” noted Francis DeBernardo, execu-
tive director of New Ways Ministry, a group 
for LGBT Catholics in Mount Rainier, Mary-
land, in a statement. “Moreover, while he is 
LGBT-positive in general ways, his remarks on 
specific moral and political issues are often at 
odds with his welcoming stance. The time for 
vagueness, ambiguity, and secret meetings is 
over. Pope Francis needs to state clearly where 
he stands in regard to the inclusion of LGBT 
people in the church and society.”

[Editor’s note: On Oct. 2, the Vatican released 
a statement saying the pope’s meeting with 
Davis was not an endorsement of her views, but 
part of a series of private meetings with vari-
ous guests (including a same-sex couple—the 
pontiff’s friend, Yayo Grassi, and his partner 
Iwan). However, on Sept. 28, Pope Francis said 
that government officials have a “human right” 
to refuse to discharge duties—such as issuing 
marriage licenses to gay people—if they feel it 
violates their conscience.]

LGBT faith leaders
react to Davis’
meeting with pope

 “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof.” — First 
Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Kim davis
 Kim Davis, county clerk of Rowan Coun-
ty, Kentucky, refused to issue marriage 
licenses to competent, legally eligible, 
same-sex couples. Is her action an ex-
ample of the exercise of the constitution-
ally protected right to the free exercise of 
religion as expressed in our constitution?  
 As an elected official of Rowan County, 
Kentucky, the sole responsibility of Kim 
Davis in this matter as a government 
officer is to testify that the two people 
presenting themselves for a marriage li-
cense meet all the requirements of the 
law. In so doing, she is neither affirming 
nor denying the morality, the religious 
validity, or cultural value of the marriage 
at issue—only that the marriage is legal 
in our society. 
 If, as Kim Davis maintains, the issu-
ing of the marriage license violates her 
conscience, then she is free to withdraw 
from the process and, in the authentic 
tradition of civil disobedience, face the 

consequences of that withdrawal whatev-
er they might be. However, Davis pushed 
her individual conscientious objection 
much further: she made accomplices of 
others. She forbade her deputy clerks to 
issue marriage licenses because these 
certificates carried her name on them as 
the county clerk. This imposition of her 
conscience and her religious beliefs upon 
her deputies vitiated the moral authority 
of her own civil disobedience by seriously 
compromising the ability of her deputy 
clerks to either follow the law or to fol-
low their own individual consciences.  
 The agreement that freed Davis from 
jail and permitted her deputies to issue 
marriage licenses replaces her name with 
the phrase “pursuant to federal court or-
der.” These licenses are now being chal-
lenged as illegal by some groups because 
they do not bear the name of the county 
clerk “Kim Davis” on them.  
 Were Kim Davis the officer in charge of 
issuing driver’s licenses and were she a 
Muslim who interprets God’s will to mean 
that women are not permitted to drive 
and accordingly refused to issue drivers 
licenses to women, would she be receiv-
ing the support of Christian fundamental-
ists or of those judging her stand to be a 
matter of “religious liberty?” 

Tale of two secular nation-states: 
liberty and religion in France and USa

France 
 Following the legal traditions estab-
lished by the 1789 ‘Rights of Man and 
of the Citizen’ and the laicization law of 
1905, the French Constitution of 1958 
establishes the absolute secular status 
of the state. This status is not a pas-
sive one: the state trumps any religious 
practice that it judges inimical to public 
order or safety. “No one may be disturbed 
on account of his opinions, even reli-
gious ones, as long as the manifestation 
of such opinions does not interfere with 
the established Law and Order.” [Article 
10, Rights of Man. Cfr: http://www.pew-
forum.org/2005/12/09/100th-anniver-
sary-of-secularism-in-france/ ] 
 To cite one dramatic example: Rightly 
or wrongly, French law currently forbids 
the public display of any type of religious 
artifact such as the visible wearing of 
a Christian cross or a Star of David or a 
burka in a public secular space controlled 
by the state such as a court room or a 
public school. France actively promotes 
its secularity. 

USa
 Our legal and cul-
tural traditions 
regarding the func-
tion of religion in 
our secular society 
follow a different 
path from that of 
France. We actively 
try to accommodate 
the religious prac-

tice. We intervene only when we judge 
that the practice contradicts an essential 
element in the public welfare. One dra-
matic example: We forbid the practice of 
polygamy to the Mormons.   
 The question arises, therefore, as to 
what are the criteria for determining 
when a religious practice harms the com-
mon good. And, who decides? This pro-
cess is a political process, such as it was 
in the case of polygamy. Ultimately, how-
ever, our Supreme Court makes the final 
decision.  
 The French way pursues an aggressive 
enforcement of secularity in the public 
sphere judged sacred to the state. Our 
way is to actively accommodate religious 
practices insofar as these practices do 
not compromise fundamental values that 
apply to all our citizens.  
 By refusing to allow her name to be on 
the marriage licenses, Kim Davis, is, in 
effect, still refusing to comply with the 
law. She is also creating a legal situa-
tion in which the validity of these federal 
court-ordered marriage licenses can be 
challenged in each state of our union as 
not duly processed by the county clerk.
 It is a sad comment on our civil society 
and on our legal system that we have al-
lowed, in fact empowered, one person to 
hold hostage our fellow citizens in the 
name of religion. 

© nicholas.patricca@gmail.com

Nick Patricca is professor emeritus at loyola University chicago, president of 
chicago Network and playwright emeritus at Victory Gardens Theater.

Open To Thinking
By NicK PaTRicca 

Religious liberty: USA style

“It is a sad comment on our civil 
society and on our legal system that 
we have allowed, in fact empowered, 
one person to hold hostage our fellow 
citizens in the name of religion.”

Vatican dismisses
gay priest
 The Vatican dismissed a priest from his post 
in a Holy See office after came out to a news-
paper as gay and wanted the Catholic Church 
to change its stance on homosexuality, Reuters 
reported.
 Monsignor Krzystof Charamsa, a 43-year-old 
Polish theologian, was removed from his posi-
tion at the Congregation of the Doctrine of the 
Faith. He had worked there for 12 years.
 He later held a news conference with his 
partner, a Spanish man, and gay activists at a 
Rome restaurant.
 The Vatican said the dismissal had noth-
ing to do with his comments on his personal 
situation, adding it does “merit respect.” The 
Catholic Church teaches that homosexuality is 
not a sin; however, same-sex acts are.
 Francis DeBernardo, executive director of 
New Ways Ministry, said in a statement, “It is 
sadly disappointing that the Vatican fired him 
when they learned of his announcement.  He 
now joins the long list of LGBT people and al-
lies who have been fired from jobs in Catho-
lic institutions because of LGBT issues.  It is 
unfortunate that Church leaders did not see 
Charamsa’s announcement as an opportunity 
for further dialogue with someone they have 
known and trusted.”

 The article is at http://www.reuters.com/
article/2015/10/03/us-vatican-preist-gay-
idUSKCN0RX0DK20151003.

‘Inappropriate 
relationship’ causes
priest’s dismissal

A priest in suburban Des Plaines was removed 
from his parish by Chicago Archbishop Blase 
Cupich for having an “inappropriate relation-
ship with an adult man,” ABC 7 reported Oct. 4.

Rev. Marco Mercado served as rector of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and was Cu-
pich’s delegate to Hispanic ministries. He was 
a guest of U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez when Pope 
Francis addressed Congress Sept. 24. 

Mercado was officially removed on Oct. 1, ac-
cording to the Chicago Archdiocese’s website. 
In a statement, he asked for prayers and apolo-
gized for any hardships the scandal caused. 

Cupich said in a statement, “The Archdio-
cese is committed to ensuring those serving 
our parishioners are fit for ministry. Archbishop 
Cupich knows this news will be difficult to hear 
and he offers his assurance of prayers and soli-
darity with the community at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.”  

ABC 7’s story is at http://abc7chicago.
com/religion/archdiocese-removes-suburban-
priest/1015333/.
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By liSa KeeN
KeeN NewS SeRVice
 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Just 10 days before the 
first televised debate among the 2016 Demo-
cratic presidential candidates, Hillary Clinton 
and Joe Biden elicited enthusiastic cheers Oct. 
3 as they addressed two separate Human Rights 
Campaign events in Washington, D.C. It was an 
important opportunity for both to lay out their 
credentials and proposals to the national LGBT 
community, and the speeches illustrated some 
important contrasts between them.
 Vice President Biden has not yet announced 
whether he intends to enter the race for the 
Democratic nomination for president in 2016, 
and his speech to the HRC National Dinner Sat-
urday night gave no indication he’s in the rev-
ving up for such a run. The address consisted 
mostly of anecdotes that he’s shared at many 
previous HRC events and—except for a clear 
endorsement of the recently introduced Equal-
ity Act—was more a look back at accomplish-
ments than forward to future intentions.
 Former Secretary of State Clinton focused 
on specific things she would do for LGBT 
Americans “as president,” making a number 
of important promises and carefully couching 
others. She also eschewed her usual quick de-
parture following her speech and waded into 
the friendly fray, shaking hands, and posing 
for photos with the large crowd gathered from 
various HRC boards and major HRC donors.
 When a lone audience member at HRC’s cav-
ernous black-tie sit-down banquet yelled, “Run, 
Joe, Run” as Biden was about to explain what 
“a number of you have said to me over the last 
three to four years,” Biden quickly replied, “No, 
didn’t say that,” then looked down at the podi-
um and grinned as the crowd sat mostly quiet. 
“Oh, anyway ... what was I saying?” Then, the 
audience erupted into applause.
 Clinton’s appearance, at 10 a.m. Oct. 3, drew 
more of a rousing campaign-like response from 
an already standing assembly of HRC organi-
zational stalwarts, chanting “Hill-a-ry, Hill-a-
ry.” Out of the jam-packed room, Clinton found 
and pointed to Supreme Court plaintiffs Jim 
Obergefell and Edie Windsor. And, in subtle 
ways, she addressed what are likely to be her 

weaknesses in soliciting LGBT support for her 
campaign if she finds herself in a tough con-
test with Biden or with the popular progressive 
candidate, U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont.
 “You’ve helped change a lot of minds, in-
cluding mine,” said Clinton, “and I’m person-
ally very grateful for that.” It was a reference 
to the oft-cited criticism that Clinton did not 
support marriage equality until after a majority 
of the American public was already polling its 
support for it.
 Biden said he believes the remaining work 
for the LGBT movement “will come much more 
quickly and more surely.” And while he said he 
“strongly supports” the Equality Act, he did not 
promise he would push for it but rather that “it 
will pass.”
 Acknowledging that there are still young 
LGBT people “terrified of being rejected by the 
world” around them, Clinton said she knows 
“we still have work to do.”
 “Our work isn’t finished until every single 
person is treated with equal rights and dignity 
they deserve,” said Clinton. “…I want you to 
know that I get it. I see the injustices and the 
dangers that you and your families still face. 
And I’m running for president to end them 
once and for all.”
 The HRC gathering responded with prolonged 
and thunderous applause to that line and one 
that quickly followed: “I’m running for presi-
dent to stand up for the fundamental rights 
of LGBT Americans and all Americans. That’s a 
promise, from one HRC to another.”
 “Congress must pass the federal Equality 
Act,” said Clinton, later. “As president, I will 
fight for it and I hope many of you will be with 
me when I sign it into law.” 
 Regarding the service of transgender people 
in the military, Biden stated that “transgender 
people are able to serve,” thanks to a direc-
tive from Defense Secretary Ash Carter. Clinton 
more accurately noted that transgender people 
“are still banned from serving” unless they re-
main closeted, and she stated her support for 
“the policy review” Carter directed, adding that 
she “hopes” transgender people will be allowed 
to serve openly. 
 There were similarities in both speeches. 

Both emphasized the role of all individual LGBT 
Americans in reaching today’s greater accep-
tance of marriage equality and non-discrimi-
nation. Both acknowledged that, even though 
the law now enables same-sex couples to be 
married in any state, it is still legal in most 
states to discriminate based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity in employment, hous-
ing, and public accommodations. Both urged 
that LGBT Americans stand up for the rights of 
LGBT people around the world.
 And both took swipes at the current field of 
Republican presidential hopefuls. Biden got 
one of the biggest applause lines of the day 
when he said, “There are homophobes still 
left–most of them are running for president.” 
Referring to the “ridiculousness” of the GOP 
candidates, Clinton noted that Ben Carson said 
marriage equality “was the cause of the fall of 
the Roman Empire.”
 “If any one of them, heaven forbid, were 
ever to be elected president, they will do their 
best to enact policies that will threaten you 
and your families,” said Clinton. “Every single 
Republican candidate for president is against 
marriage equality—every one of them. Many 
of them are against anti-discrimination laws. 
Many are against same-sex couples adopting ... 
If you are ever in a forum with them, see if you 
can get them to even say the word ‘transgen-
der’.”
 Most recent national polls show Clinton has 
a clear advantage over other Democrats to win 
the nomination. The latest poll, which USA 
Today conducted, found 41 percent of 430 
“likely” Democratic primary and caucus voters 
said they would vote for Clinton, 23 percent for 
Sanders, 20 percent for Biden. A similar poll 
by the Pew Research Center found Clinton with 
even stronger support from “potential Demo-
cratic primary voters nationwide.” (Clinton 45, 
Sanders 24, Biden 8)
 But the latest NBC/Wall Street Journal polls 
testing individual Democratic-Republican 
match-ups, show only Biden would, at this 
point, beat all four Republican frontrunners 
(Donald Trump, Ben Carson, Carly Fiorina, and 
Jeb Bush). Clinton and Sanders would beat 
only Trump.
 Biden is not likely to jump into the Oct. 13 
Democratic presidential debate unprepared, 
and he still has until November to meet dead-
lines to participate in the key first caucuses 

and primaries.
 While debate participants may, like their Re-
publican counterparts, be asked one or two LG-
BT-related questions, Clinton’s speech was an 
especially important opportunity for Clinton to 
lay out her positions on a wide range of issues 
of specific concern to LGBT voters. Candidates 
have the luxury in the primary season to play 
to the party’s base—which, for Democrats, is 
a progressive and liberal one. But they must 
also be careful not to promise so much that 
they hobble their campaign to a more mod-
erate general electorate, should they win the 
nomination. For the most part, Clinton seemed 
unabashed about putting herself on record, 
even ahead of the nationally televised debate, 
in support of LGBT Americans on most issues. 
But she did seem to be choosing her words very 
carefully with regard to allowing gays to adopt.
 Calling discrimination against LGBT people in 
adoption “one of the cruelest vestiges of anti-
gay bigotry,” Clinton said that “as president, I 
would push to cut off federal funding for any 
public child welfare agency that discriminates 
against LGBT people.”
 Most discrimination against allowing LGBT 
people to adopt is being conducted, not by 
“public agencies” but, by Catholic Charities 
and other private, religious-based organiza-
tions. On another matter where religious-based 
discrimination has played out, however, Clin-
ton has made clear that she believes Kentucky 
county clerk Kim Davis has a legal duty to is-
sue marriage licenses to same-sex couples even 
though Davis claims an “authority from God” 
prevents her from doing so. And Clinton prom-
ised, in her speech Saturday, that she would 
not be the sort of politicians who is “courting 
your support at election time, and then disap-
pearing as if your lives and your rights are just 
a political bargaining chip.”
 “Those who know me know that’s not me,” 
said Clinton. “I’ve been fighting alongside you 
and others for equal rights and I’m just getting 
warmed up.”
 “Your families matter to me and you matter 
to me,” said Clinton, closing her 25-minute 
speech. “I’m going to keep, as I have through-
out my life, fighting for you, your rights, your 
children, your futures….And I am proud to be 
fighting right alongside you.”
 ©2015 Keen News Service

Clinton promises,
Biden beckons
at HRC events

hillary clinton with hRc president chad Griffin.
Photo (c) Judy G. Rolfe 

Indiana Republican
suddenly resigns
 Anti-gay Indiana state Rep. Judson McMil-
lin (R-68th District) has suddenly resigned, 
saying he wanted to focus more on his fam-
ily, according to TheIndyChannel.com.
 “The opportunity to serve the 68th district 
has been one of the greatest honors of my 
life,” McMillin wrote. “However, after five 
years of dedicated service I have decided the 
time is right for me to pass the torch and 
spend more time with my family.
 However, other individuals say another rea-
son may be at the root of the resignation. A 
number of political observers, including In-
dyPolitics.org founder and Indianapolis This 

Week insider Abdul-Hakim Shabazz, reported 
receiving an unusual text from McMillin.
 The text stated that McMillin’s cellphone 
was stolen—and there were graphic sexual 
videos on the phone that led to his resigna-
tion.
 The article is at http://www.theindychan-
nel.com/news/local-news/rep-judson-mcmil-
lin-resigns-from-indiana-house.

Corrections
 In last week’s issue, a photo of musician 
Lili K should have been credited to Jerry 
Nunn. Also, in the same issue, Allison King 
took the photos of the couple Tyler Greene 
and Ziwu Zhou.
 Windy City Times regrets the errors.
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By GReTcheN Rachel hammoNd

Transgender activist Meggan Sommerville has 
been given the go-ahead to announce a signifi-
cant step forward in her five-year-long battle 
against Hobby Lobby to be allowed the basic 
dignity of being able to use the restroom that 
matches her gender at her Aurora, Illinois, 
place of employment. 

A May 15 ruling in the case by State of Il-
linois Human Right Commission Administrative 
Law Judge William J. Borah was in favor of 
Sommerville. 

Due to the ongoing litigation, she had 
kept the decision under wraps but, on Oct. 3, 
granted Windy City Times permission to publish 
Borah’s decision, which included several key 
statements regarding Hobby Lobby’s violation 
if the Illinois Human Rights Act.

Even though she has retained the job at Hob-
by Lobby that she has held for 17 years, since 
she began living in her true identity in 2010, 
Sommerville—who suffers from fibromyalgia, 
the symptoms of which include an increased 
need to use the restroom—was forced into ei-
ther waiting up to six hours for a lunch break 
in order to use the restroom at a nearby fast-
food restaurant or using the male restroom at 
the store.

“I had to go covertly,” Sommerville told 
Windy City Times in a 2014 interview. “If there 
was somebody in there, I would have to wait. 
The last thing I wanted was a compliant, or to 
make a scene, or worse yet, for somebody to 
be hostile.”

Sommerville’s bosses made it clear to her 
that she was not to use the female restroom 

either as an employee or as a customer. When 
she tried to use that facility off the clock, she 
was written up. “They don’t care whether I’m a 
customer or not,” she said. “I am not allowed 
to use the women’s restroom period.”

Sommerville’s 2012 complaint filed with the 
Illinois Department of Human Rights (IDHR) 
was dismissed. Her case was subsequently tak-
en on by attorneys Katherine Eder and Jacob 
Meister of the Chicago-based firm Jacob Meis-
ter & Associates.

In his decision, Borah noted Hobby Lobby’s 
“concern about a woman employee expressing 
‘discomfort’ with [Sommerville] being present 
in the women’s restroom.”  

“However, a co-worker’s discomfort cannot 
justify discriminatory terms and conditions of 
employment,” Borah wrote.

He added that Hobby Lobby’s 2014 construc-
tion of “a ‘unisex’ single use restroom for [Som-
merville] only segregates her and perpetuates 
different treatment contrary to the [Illinois 
Human Rights] Act.”

Borah also stated that that “nothing in the 
Act makes any surgical procedure a prerequi-
site for its protection of sexual related identity. 
Therefore [Hobby Lobby’s] unilateral surgical 
requirement is untenable.”

“For me, it is a cautionary win,” Sommerville 
told Windy City Times. “It’s a huge victory, 
don’t get me wrong. The judge’s comments are 
profoundly clear when it comes to discrimina-
tion of the individual. I cannot see how any-
body can argue with his decision.” 

Despite that decision, Hobby Lobby is still 
enforcing its policy.

“The reality is nothing has changed,” Som-

merville said. “It’s humiliating. I have had to 
restructure my life to watch how much I drink 
and eat before going to work in an effort to try 
to avoid using the restroom as much as pos-
sible but my fibromyalgia is aggravated with 
dehydration which just compounds the problem 
at work.” 

Living for five years under those restrictions 
has already taken a heavy toll on Sommerville, 
who refuses to be forced out of a job she oth-
erwise loves to do as an asset to the company, 
reflected by her overwhelming popularity with 
Hobby Lobby’s customers.

Sommerville said attending the Sept. 17-18 
hearings to assess damages was emotionally 
and mentally devastating. “The physical effect 
this has all had on me has already led to very 
raw wounds,” she noted, struggling to hold 
back tears. “I knew going in they were going to 
be two of the worst days of my life. To have my 
integrity called into question [during cross ex-

amination] was difficult. Then to sit there and 
be talked about in the third person. When we 
broke for lunch on the 17th, there was noth-
ing more I thought I could do but just cry. My 
parents were there and testified. It was the one 
thing that got me through—that I held onto 
during the whole process. How many people 
can say that their parents’ love is now part of 
the public record?” 

Yet, Sommerville’s fight is far from over. 
Eder told Windy City Times that Borah’s order 

was only a recommended ruling. “It does have 
to go before the Human Rights Commission,” 
she said. “Now we’ve had the hearing on dam-
ages, the judge has asked for briefs. He will 
then incorporate damages into his determina-
tion. After that, either party can file disagree-
ments with the judge’s order with the commis-
sion which can then decide by a three-member 
panel, whether they are going to hear [them]. 
If they decide not to, then the ruling will be-
come final.”

She added that, given the high standard 
Borah has set for the commission to dissent, 
“We’re pretty confident that the commission 
will agree with the judge’s ruling.”

According to Eder, the ruling sets a prec-
edent. “Practically speaking, I think this is 
guidance and a clear statement for all Illinois 
employers,” she said. “We feel like the Illinois 
Human Rights Act is very clear, and Meggan 
should have been able to use the women’s re-
stroom from day one.”

“I don’t think anything will change until we 
have a final decision,” Sommerville said. “I’m 
not going to speculate on what the future is 
going to hold between me and Hobby Lobby. 
Do I want to continue doing what I do? Yes. I 
enjoy it. Why should I quit? I’m good at what 
I do. I love what I do. If I quit, I give a right 
to any other company to discriminate against 
their employee in the hopes that they will quit 
so they will be done with them. No one should 
be forced to quit where they’re being harassed 
and discriminated against. This case is bigger 
than me. It will have ripple effects across the 
country.” 

Trans woman wins
major decision
against Hobby Lobby

meggan Sommerville.
Photo from Sommerville
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CHICAGO—The Pride Action Tank (PAT)—a new, 
results-driven group that addresses challenges 
facing individuals and groups within LGBTQ 
communities through a collaborative process 
of inquiry, advocacy and action—is launching 
this month as a project of the AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago (AFC).
  Kim L. Hunt, former executive director of Af-
finity Community Services, will be PAT’s execu-
tive director. Tracy Baim, founder of PAT, will 
be the president of its advisory board.
 The work of PAT focuses on six overlapping 
issue areas: housing, health, safety, financial 
security, youth and aging.
 “I am very excited to build on this movement 
moment by leading this new and innovative 
initiative, focused on research, policy and ac-
tion in the LGBTQ and intersecting communi-
ties,” said Hunt.
  John Peller, president/CEO of AFC, said the 
new project will “enhance the coalition-orient-
ed work that AFC has been known for since our 
founding 30 years ago. We believe PAT will be a 
contributor to the dialogue and work needed to 
help the LGBTQ community focus on core areas 
of need.”
 PAT will bring together and support the work 
of subject matter experts as well as people di-
rectly impacted by challenges facing the LGBTQ 
community to envision and realize practical 
and longer-term policy solutions. Moreover, 
PAT will fuel collaborations among organiza-
tions, departments, experts, policy-makers and 
community members in order to fill in gaps and 
ensure better supports for all people in LGBTQ 
communities.

 The mission of PAT is to “improve the health, 
safety and progress of individuals and groups 
within the LGBTQ community by inspiring, sup-
porting and leading collaborative action that 
improves policy, service, access and community 
dynamics in the core areas of housing, health, 
safety, financial security, youth and aging.”
 Since the Windy City Times summit on youth 
homelessness in 2014, Baim has been attend-
ing meetings and developing partnerships 
with a wide range of individuals and agencies, 
especially in the area of youth homelessness 
and housing. These activities provided the 
framework to launch projects from the summit, 
including one on youth storage, an upcoming 
tiny homes summit, and a November 20 “sleep 
out” to benefit 18 area nonprofits serving 
youth experiencing homelessness. Details on 
these projects will be released soon.
  “Our community has come together for ma-
jor events and issues in the past,” Baim said. 
“Whether around the March on Washington, the 
Gay Games, the March on Springfield and the 
critical work that continues around HIV aware-
ness and services. We can do great things and 
solve big problems by working in partnerships. 
We want PAT to help facilitate these kinds of 
solutions for issues that affect LGBTQ people, 
but that can lift all boats, including on youth 
homelessness and affordable housing alterna-
tives.”
 The PAT newsletter is available by emailing 
Project Coordinator Jackie Thaney at JThaney@
aidschicago.org.

Pride Action Tank
launches to foster
collaborative LGBTQ work

John Peller and Kim hunt.
Photo courtesy of AIDS Foundation of chicago

Anti-LGBT pizzeria
caters gay wedding
 Local gay couple Robin Trevino and Jason 
Delgatto had Indiana anti-LGBT restaurant 
Memories Pizza unknowingly cater their 
same-sex wedding, according to Raw Story.
 Earlier this year, Memories’ owners said 
they would never cater a wedding with a 
same-sex couple. 
 Trevino—a member of the GayCo En-
semble comedy troupe, which is producing 
a 50 States of Gay celebration—has said 
he ordered two pizzas from owner Crystal 
O’Connor. Trevino and Delgatto exchanged 
vows in a celebration, and the couple served 
Memories Pizza to their cheering friends and 
family.
 The Raw Story piece is at http://www.
rawstory.com/2015/09/watch-gay-couple-
tricks-anti-lgbt-indiana-pizzeria-into-cater-
ing-their-wedding-celebration/.

Lambda Legal 
expands LGBT 
youth advocacy
 Lambda Legal has added 2015 Skadden fel-
low and former legal intern Kara Ingelhart to 
its Midwest Regional Office team. 
 Ingelhart, a University of Chicago Law 
School graduate, was awarded the fellowship 
to assist LGBTQ youth with juvenile or crimi-
nal records by addressing the barriers low-in-
come LGBTQ youth face in accessing housing, 
employment and educational opportunities.
 At the University of Chicago, Ingelhart was 
the president of Outlaw and vice president of 
Law Students for Reproductive Justice. She 
previously worked for the National LGBTQ 
Task Force; received grants from the Lesbian 
and Gay Bar Association of Chicago and the 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s LGBT Pride 
Celebration Scholarship program; and held 
an internship at the Kinsey Institute for Re-
search in Sex, Gender & Reproduction.
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Chicagoans 
‘Sleep Out’
to fight youth 
homelessness
 CHICAGO—Chicagoans know fall means bit-
ter cold is on its way. People will soon scurry 
to stay inside day and night. Yet, more than 
20,000 young adults and students are looking 
for a permanent home, not just overnight shel-
ter. 
 In the spirit of giving back this upcoming 
holiday season, the Chicago-area community 
will come together Friday, Nov. 20, for an over-
night sleep out to raise visibility and funds to 
help provide a stable living environment for 
youth experiencing homelessness.
 The first-of-its-kind event in Chicago, the 
“Out In the Open Sleep Out,” will bring togeth-
er members of the community to raise funds 
for 18 organizations serving youth experienc-
ing homelessness. The event will be at Cricket 
Hill, near Montrose and Lake Michigan. 
 Attendees will hear from individual teens and 
participate in a variety of activities. There will 
also be dozens of entertainers performing dur-
ing the event.
 “We are striving to bring new people and re-
sources to this critical issue in Chicago,” said 
Tracy Baim, Windy City Times publisher and ex-
ecutive producer of the event. “We’ve modeled 
the event after similar events in other cities, 
and we plan to also showcase the talents of 
this next generation.”
 The following non-profit partners will ben-

efit from the event: AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago; Care2Prevent, U of Chicago; Center on 
Halsted; Chicago House; Chicago Youth Stor-
age Initiative; HBHC’s Broadway Youth Center; 
Illinois Safe Schools Alliance; La Casa Norte; 
Lurie Children’s Hospital—Division of Adoles-
cent Medicine; Neon Dorms—Heartland Human 
Care Services; Puerto Rican Cultural Center—El 
Rescate; Task Force Prevention and Community 
Services on the Westside; Teen Living Programs; 
The 750 Club Apartment Adoption Project; The 
Night Ministry; Thresholds; Unity Parenting and 
Counseling, Inc.; and YEPP: Youth Empower-
ment Performance Project.
 The event is hosted by the newly formed Pride 
Action Tank, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Edel-
man, Agency EA and Windy City Times newspa-
per, along with a wide range of other partners.
 To donate or sign up for the inaugural event 
as well as to learn more about individual teen’s 
stories, visit sleepoutchicago.org. 
 For information on sponsorships or other 
ways to get involved, email Tracy Baim at edi-
tor@windycitymedoagroup.com.

http://www.newteethchicago.com
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By caRRie maxwell

Sir Bear Abbott, 54, died Oct. 1 of a sudden 
heart attack at his home in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.
 Lori Cannon, longtime community HIV/AIDS 
activist and co-founder of Vital Bridges Center 
on Chronic Care of Heartland Health Outreach, 
relayed Abbott’s death to Windy City Times.
 Abbott was born Oct. 25, 1960, in eastern 
Texas and lived in Dallas for most of his life 
before moving to Chicago in 2007. 
 He is survived by fiancee Ron Billman; cats 
(Simba and Salem) and dogs (Harley and Dal-
las); and the Great Lakes leather community. 
 Abbott and Billman met each other while 
they were both living in Dallas. They were a 
couple for 18 years and were planning on get-
ting married before Abbott’s sudden death. 
 Prior to moving to Louisville last year, Abbott 
was a certified HIV and hepatitis C tester and 
prevention counselor at TPAN. He also served 
on TPAN’s board of directors.
 Abbott and Billman previously produced the 
Illinois Leather n’ Fetish Pride Weekend and 
were the founders of PozPets, a non-profit that 
cares for the pets of people living with HIV.
 He previously worked as a banker for Chase 
Bank in Dallas before he retired. Abbott was 
also a volunteer HIV educator at Dallas Re-
source Center.   
 Abbott received the Great Lakes Leather Al-
liance Regional Pantheon of Leather Award 
in 2012 for community service excellence. He 
also held the title of Great Lakes Olympus Sir 
in 2014, was named Great Lakes Leather Sir 
in 2010 and was named Illinois Leather Sir in 
2009.
 “The world we live in is a bit less gentle loos-

ing this volunteer, friend and leatherman,” 
said Dean Ogren, a longtime friend as well as 
American Brotherhood owner and producer of 
the annual weekend in Chicago. “Bear was a 
man with a heart bigger than all of his body 

could contain. No was not a word that came 
easy to Bear, it was more of what can I help 
with, how and when can I help and what more 
can I do. I will miss this gentle giant of our 
community, and seeing him enjoying life and 
all around him, by participating 100 percent all 
the time.” 
 “Bear was a passionate man who deeply loved 
his community and was frequently honored 
by it,” said longtime friend Steve Kent. “His 
Southern manners and accent often radiated 
throughout a room as he told stories of life 
in New York and Dallas. He was a leatherman 
of great spirit and love. I will miss him very 
much.”

 “I met Bear over 20 years ago in Texas at one 
of the local leather bars in the Austin area,” 
said Master Mike Zuhl, Leather Sir/Leather Boy 
former owner and Drummer North America own-
er. “Bear was a true Texas leatherman in search 
of sharing his love for the leather lifestyle, al-
ways willing to help others who needed with no 
strings attached.”
 A memorial service is pending. Details will 
be released on Abbott’s Facebook page www.
facebook.com/MasterBearAbbott?fref=ts in the 
coming weeks. In lieu of flowers, Billman re-
quests that people donate to Poz Pets www.
pozpets.org c/o Ron Billman 6703 Longlake Dr. 
Louisville, Kentucky 40291.

Former TPAN counselor
Sir Bear Abbott dies

Sir Bear abbott.
Photo courtesy of Brian Mincey

Talk on youth
homelessness
Oct. 27 at All Chicago
 On Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m., the Learning Center 
at All Chicago Making Homelessness History 
will host four local experts in LGBTQ commu-
nities, homelessness, youth homelessness, 
fair-housing issues and cultural competen-
cies at 651 W. Washington St., Suite 504.
 In 2012, Chicago launched a community 
plan to end homelessness. The plan identi-
fies youth experiencing homelessness as a 
strategic area of focus.
 The Oct. 27 discussion will cover the cur-
rent state of LGBTQ communities experienc-
ing homelessness in Chicago; bring insight 
into how multiple approaches intersect; and 
highlight specific ways to create safe and in-
clusive spaces for LGBTQ individuals.
 The Learning Center will welcome Kim Hunt, 
executive director of Pride Action Tank; Owen 
Daniel-McCarter, policy and advocacy direc-
tor of Illinois Safe Schools; Imani Rupert, 
director of Broadway Youth Center; and Mike 

Ziri, director of public policy for Equality Il-
linois.

RSVP at http://www.surveygizmo.com/
s3/2277587/LGBTQ-Cultural-Competency-
Fair-Housing. 

Duncan to leave
education post
 U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 
announced that he plans to leave his post in 
December.
 President Obama, who has selected Deputy 
Secretary John B. King Jr. to replace Duncan, 
said at a ceremony of Duncan, “He’s done 
more to bring our education system—ome-
times kicking and screaming—into the 21st 
century more than anybody else. America is 
going to be better off for what he’s done.”
 Obama brought Duncan with him to Wash-
ington, D.C., from Chicago, where he served 
as the city’s schools chief. Duncan’s depar-
ture means Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack will be the only remaining Cabinet-level 
secretary who has been with Obama since 
2009, CNN noted.
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Nissan Supports Equality on Every Road You Travel
Proud partner of the 2015 Gay Softball World Series
#SameTeam for Equality

This summer, Nissan hit a home run with its partnership 
with the North American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance 
(NAGAAA) and its 39th Annual Gay Softball World Series 
event in Columbus, Ohio. 

The event made GSWS history with more than 185 softball 
teams competing from 43 cities across the United States 
and Canada. The multi-division 
tournament was more than just a 
ball game. The 9-day event also 
featured opening and closing 
ceremonies, community events, 
celebrity performances and more. 

Two local teams placed 
in two different divisions. 
Congratulations to the Chicago 
Menace (3rd place, A Division) 
and to the Chicago Dragons (2nd 
place, B Division)!

“Nissan has the most diverse 
consumer base of any automotive 
manufacturer and is eager to 
champion grassroots LGBT 
events that give consumers a 
chance to interact with both our 
vehicles and our LGBT and ally 
employees,” said Rick Ash, Senior 
Manager, Nissan Marketing. “It’s an honor for Nissan to bring 
more visibility to all of the LGBT athletes who competed.” 

Since 2013, Nissan has scored a perfect 100 in the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) Corporate Equality Index for its 
LGBT-inclusive policies and commitment to the community. 
The company was among the fastest risers in the history of 
the index. 

Nissan’s commitment to the LGBT community starts with 
its own employees. The company strives to ensure internal 
policies and benefit packages are inclusive of everyone. And 
Nissan’s Gay Straight Alliance at Nissan (GSAN) is the driving 
force behind the company’s LGBT outreach efforts, focusing 
on its hometown of Nashville as well as on other regional 
LGBT events.

DiversityInc Magazine also 
named Nissan to its 2015 Top 25 
Noteworthy Companies list for 
the second year in a row. The 
company is an active member 
of the Nashville LGBT Chamber 
of Commerce and a sponsor 
of the annual National Lesbian 
and Gay Journalists Association 
convention. Nissan’s Diversity 
Office—with the help of GSAN—
has sponsored several workshops 
for area business leaders where 
they can share diversity best 
practices for creating an inclusive 
environment for employees and 
supporting the LGBT community 
in Middle Tennessee.

“Nissan has the most diverse 
consumer base of any automotive 

manufacturer and is eager to 
champion grassroots LGBT events 
that give consumers a chance to 

interact with both our vehicles and 
our LGBT and ally employees,” said 
Rick Ash, Senior Manager, Nissan 

Marketing. “It’s an honor for Nissan 
to bring more visibility to all of the 

LGBT athletes who competed.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT



Oct. 7, 2015 11WINDY CITY TIMES

Document Path  Gutenberg_Networks:fl uent360:Active_Work:Corporate_DDCTI:M52153_DDCTI_LGBT_WorldSeries:Mechanicals:M52153_NISS_LGBT_MAX15-A-WC-R.indd
Links  

M52153_BBField_Maxima_Red_V2.psd (CMYK; 208 ppi; 144%), T1_Red_TopBld_ITE_4C.ai (84.43%), 
M52153_BP_15_4c.ai (22.5%), M52153_GSWS2015.ai (19%), M52153_diversity_fi nal_logo_
whiteType.ai (14%)

Revision #  None
Date Created  8-28-2015 10:30 AM
Saved  8-31-2015 2:53 PM
Printed  8-31-2015 2:53 PM
Print Scale  None

Fonts  

Slug Font  Myriad Pro Family
NissanAG (Bold, Regular; Type 1), 
AkzidenzGroteskCD (Regular; Type 1)

Inks  

 Cyan
 Magenta
 Yellow
 Black

Creative
Account Group
Print Producer  british randle
Lead Digital Artist  emily ruby
Digital Artist  paula weber 
Retoucher  tom waterloo

ProofreaderNotes  None

fl uent360
Nissan
Ad #  NISS_LGBT_MAX15-A-WC-R
Job #  M52153    WO#  14
Studio PO#  23756
Digital_Ad, Come Out and Play., 10”W x 13.5”H, 4/C NonBleed

Team
B. Randle, D. Rivers, E. Ruby, P. Weber

Destination(s)
Windy City Times

Final Output  100%

Bleed  0” w x 0” h
Trim  10” w x 13.5” h
Safety  0” w x 0” h

InDesign CC 2015

For artwork inquiries, contact dispatch@theddbstudio.com     |     For print inquiries, contact british randle

File Name  M52153_NISS_LGBT_MAX15-A-WC-R.indd

COME OUT AND PLAY.
Nissan proudly sponsors the 2015 Gay Softball World Series.

Always wear your seat belt, and please don’t drink and drive. ©2015 Nissan North America, Inc.

NissanUSA.com

T:10”
T:13.5”



Oct. 7, 201512 WINDY CITY TIMES

That inspiration was seeded in 2012 when 
Northlight Artistic Director BJ Jones read a 
feature article about Allen detailing aspects of 
her life and how it inspired the charm school 
she ran at Lakeview’s Center on Halsted. There 
she provided loving guidance to Chicago’s 
homeless LGBTQ youth on how to live and pres-
ent with dignity and self-respect.

“She is the essence of a Chicago story,” Jones 
said. “This is a city that burnt down and had to 
rebuild, that had to turn a river around. It’s a 
city that realizes that it has a racist and sexist 
background but is trying to grow, change and 
include. That’s the story that needs to be told 
over and over again.” 

So Jones met award-winning playwright 
Philip Dawkins for breakfast and told him 
there might be a play in Allen’s own history of 
growth, change and inclusion. 

“BJ said ‘I think this an amazing story about 
our community. She sounds like a fascinat-
ing woman’,” Dawkins explained. “So I called 
[Allen] through some mutual friends and she 
couldn’t have been more gracious and charm-
ing.”

Dawkins—who has garnered city and nation-
wide acclaim for works including Miss Marx or 
the Involuntary Side Effect of Living, The Ho-
mosexuals and Failure: A Love Story—attended 
one of Allen’s charm schools at the Center on 
Halsted. 

That was all it took. 
“I called BJ and I said ‘this woman is like 

my grandmother. She is somebody I would be 
excited to spend some time with even if no 
play comes out of it. We’re on to something,’” 
Dawkins recalled. 

What they were on to was a story no one else 
has told and one that became a passion-proj-
ect for Jones, Dawkins and everyone involved, 
including the actors, designers and technicians 
as well as Northlight itself which took the un-
usual step of committing its resources to stag-
ing Charm at a different venue. 

Jones explained that the Steppenwolf Garage 
Theatre was chosen because of its proximity to 
the hub of Allen’s work and its intimate layout, 
which will allow audiences to feel as if they 
are also students of the charm school, just as 
Dawkins had been during his script’s develop-
ment.

“Philip would constantly come to charm 
school and sit in on my class, watch what I 
was doing and the response I was getting,” Al-
len said. “He would take notes and talk to the 
students. I was excited just for him to be there 
and see the work that I do. It was such a good 
time.”

Dawkins attended class for the next six 
months. Identifying as queer, at first he was 
frightened when he introduced himself, in an 
out-of-place way, as he introduced himself to 
the students as a writer collecting material. 

Characteristically, Allen would have none of 
it. 

“I felt immensely welcome,” Dawkins said. 
“Mama is so good at making people feel in-
dividually welcome within a group. The over-
whelming feeling throughout the class is gen-
erosity. Everybody is coming to that room for 
a different reason and from a different place. 
What I found, more often than not, was peo-
ple hungry to share their stories. The home-
less community, displaced teens and people 
with no place to go don’t get listened to a lot 
and the opportunity to come to a room where 
there’s a woman who stands up in the front 
who says ‘I’m here to listen to you and give 
you my advice on what I just heard’ is huge. It 
was comforting and inviting to be a part of it.” 

In talking with Allen, the playwright was 
awed by the narrative of a woman born in a 
Kentucky farmhouse in 1945 who took the 
Southern grace, strength and loving accep-
tance bequeathed to her by her mother, grand-
mother and great aunt on a journey of self-
discovery through the tumultuous cornerstones 
of the Black and LGBTQ civil-rights movements, 
including being present at the 1969 Stonewall 
riots. 

“You can either read about history or you can 
go out to tea with history,” Dawkins said. “[Al-
len] is so open about her past and what she’s 
gone through is both beautiful and harsh. His-
tory is sometimes just sitting across from us. 
It made me hungry for a Chicago that I never 
knew.”

With so much material, Dawkins initially 
struggled with the kind of story he wanted to 
tell. He began to develop a first draft for what 
would eventually become Charm. 

“We knew we wanted it to focus on [Allen’s] 
charm class,” Dawkins explained. “That hasn’t 
changed from draft to draft. Because every 
character in the play is somewhere in the trans 
continuum, it becomes less about people sit-
ting around talking about how trans they are 
and more about generational divides and how 
we take care of and nurture each other across 
those lines. In this idea of ushering in future 
generations while respecting the past, I tried 
to model characters who represented extremes 
in the world along those generational and class 
divides.” 

Dawkins sent the first draft to Allen and 
waited for her reaction.

“I read it from cover-to-cover and I was 
amazed,” Allen said. “I had to pinch myself 
that this was really happening. It was a real 
thrill.” 

It is a sentiment shared by Jones, who has 
served as Northlight’s artistic director for 18 of 
the theater’s 41 seasons. During his tenure, the 
organization has provided a venue for multiple 
new works in accord with the theater’s mission 
“to promote change of perspective and encour-
age compassion by exploring the depth of our 
humanity across a bold spectrum of theatrical 
experiences.”

“Charm is in the sweet spot of our mission,” 
Jones said, “and both in conversation with 
her and as depicted in our play, Mama is the 
essence of it—her sense of welcome, of ‘yes 
and…’ in the theatrical mindset of accepting 
others and moving together in community.” 

Jones is directing the play. Both he and 
Dawkins found an enthusiastic collaborator in 
Allen, who read each of the drafts Dawkins sub-
mitted and is currently sitting in on a few re-
hearsals watching the nine-member cast inject 
their talent and perspectives into not only the 
physical manifestations of words on a page but 
the actual lives that influenced them. 

“It’s the story of my students, but with me 
in mind,” Allen said. “It’s fun watching them. I 
can relate to what’s being talked about. Some 
of the young adults [in the play] have bad at-
titudes and need somebody to listen to them. 
That’s originally what my school was about—
being able to show the love to them. The mes-
sage [of Charm] is that we’re human beings and 
we need to be treated like that. Everybody has 
a problem. Some are able to cope with it and 
some aren’t. Some of them need a person, like 
Mama D in the play, to help out. People need 
to learn about us.”

For Dawkins and Jones, their education 
about the transgender community and its chal-
lenges grew in exponential symbiosis with the 
play’s development. According to Jones, it has 
enhanced his understanding of human nature 
even within the habitual confines of a theatri-
cal mindset.  

“What Philip taught me is that there is no 
one [trans] community,” Jones said. “As a cis-
gender male, one has a tendency to think it is 
binary. That is simply not true. Its complexity 
encourages us to understand the broader spec-
trum. Being in the theater, it’s easy to think of 
people as either one thing or another—type-
casting as ‘that’s what this director does or this 
is what this actor does’. The human tendency to 
codify, in a simplistic way, people’s natures is 
wrong. We need to get more granular in our 
observations and broaden our understanding. 
It’s more complex. The job is bigger. As Mama 
says ‘you’re teaching me a whole new set of 
pronouns’.”

“I knew that there was a turning of the backs 
from trans people,” Dawkins added. “I didn’t 
know how far turned away people can be. The 
lack of support is depressing. Where we fall 

into trouble is when we start putting adjec-
tives on people that describe how different 
they are and we sideline them. It’s a ridiculous, 
selfish exercise that doesn’t help things.”

Currently on hiatus, Allen’s charm school 
was a haven where such adjectives simply did 
not exist—a safe space in every sense of the 
word and one who’s singular existence did not 
go unnoticed by a playwright who has written 
about community, change and the human need 
and ability to express desires and dreams.

“The fact that we live in a city and a world 
with places where people are uninvited must 
change,” Dawkins said. “The conversation 
around that must be one which challenges the 
idea that there are spaces that don’t belong 
to some people. I live in Boystown and I see 
the efforts by people to uninvite others to our 
neighborhood. Whether because of color, class 
or income, people pointing at anybody and 
saying ‘that person does not belong in this part 
of the city’ is the greatest evil for any neigh-
borhood.” 

Ironically, the resulting lack of opportunity 
that trans individuals face in finding work even 
in the arts led to a challenge when it came to 
Northlight’s year-long effort to cast the play’s 
three trans-identified characters and, in par-
ticular, the lead role. 

Mama Darleena Andrews is played by Dexter 
Zollicoffer—an accomplished stage and televi-
sion actor but, unlike his character’s inspira-
tion, a cisgender male. 

“We reached out to casting directors on both 
coasts,” Jones explained. “We advertised in all 
sorts of publications. We were extensive and 
exhaustive in our efforts. I reached out to Al-
exandra Billings for help in finding folks.”

Billings is a celebrated actress who per-
formed throughout Chicago before becoming 
the first transgender woman to play such a role 
on television in Romy and Michelle—A New 
Beginning. 

“We did have some people who identified as 
trans audition,” Dawkins said.

“But they were in their 20s,” Jones added. 
“So that wasn’t going to work as [the 70-year-
old] Mama Gloria.”

“My question is ‘why couldn’t we find a 
60-plus-year-old African American actress who 
is trans to play this part?’” Dawkins wondered. 
“That to me is an issue. How can we provide 
more opportunities for trans people? What’s 
exciting to me and allows me to be hopeful 
about the future is the young trans people who 
showed up [to audition]. We can put oppor-
tunities out there that say ‘don’t stop acting. 
There are roles for you past your 50s.’ If you are 

a young [actor] who thinks that transitioning 
is going to destroy your career, I want to be 
part of the theatre makers who say ‘that is 100 
percent not true’.” 

“At the end of the day, we feel we’ve chosen 
the best actors who came in to audition for us 
for the roles and who will do honor to Philip’s 
words, the spirit of the play and Mama Gloria,” 
Jones noted. 

It is much in that spirit that Allen herself has 
given her stamp of approval to each of Charm’s 
actors, even offering her own encouragement 
to Zollicoffer when she met the artist during 
the first read-through of the script. 

“I talked with the entire cast and Dexter was 
so thrilled at meeting me,” Allen recalled. “But 
he said, ‘I’m not going to look like Mama Glo-
ria,’ and I told him, ‘Don’t even worry about 
that.’ I’m not an actress. I couldn’t play the 
part so I sat in and did the make-up for him 
and he looked fantastic. I gave him self-con-
fidence while he could study my mannerisms. 
He is playing the essence of me. The audience 
aren’t going to see me up there, but my spirit. I 
don’t think it’s a bad thing to have a male play-
ing that because he’s basically going through 
the same things I’ve gone through. You know, 
trans people may get mad about it but they 
were not showing up for the part. We’re all in 
the LGBTQ basket and we have to learn how to 
embrace each other. There are no boundaries. 
You’re a human being and I love that and I 
want people to know that.” 

When Allen takes her seat in the Steppenwolf 
Garage auditorium on opening night alongside 
her family and friends, she will be as much 
rooting for Zolliciffer and the cast as she is 
for her fellow audience members to understand 
the struggles of a community who needed “to 
go into a safe place to connect with each oth-
er and feel ‘hey, I’m not the only one in this 
plight. There is someone else who is suffering 
just as I am.’”

“I hope the audience gets the sense that 
trans people are human too,” Allen added. “I 
want them to look at us in a different and posi-
tive light.” 

It is a desire echoed by the two men who 
fell under her spell of inclusion, understanding 
and compassion—qualities which became the 
watch words of the play they created together. 

“Charm is a multi-dimensional Rubik’s Cube 
of points-of-view—a learning and growing ex-
perience that’s completely accessible,” Jones 
said. “The notion that we have to watch out 
for each other no matter who we are and that 
we are all in this together is a huge take-away. 
The audience, in their proximity to the piece 
and its people, are going to feel that. It’s im-
possible not to.”

“I want people to walk away from Charm with 
‘holy crap, this is a play about me, my family, 
my neighbors and my community’,” Dawkins 
added. “Mama Gloria is, in every sense, a Chi-
cago-bred community organizer. The best-case 
scenario would be this play starting conversa-
tion and questions around ‘What can I do?’”

In order to put an exclamation point on that 
scenario, there will be talk-back sessions held 
during the run of the play from Oct. 14 through 
Nov. 8.  

According to Northlight, the sessions will not 
only include members of the artistic staff and 
will also feature guest speakers who specialize 
in LGBTQ issues: 

—Oct. 22: Scout Bratt, outreach and educa-
tion director, Chicago Women’s Health Center

—Oct. 24: Josie Paul, director of TransLife 
Center, Chicago House

—Oct. 29: Rebecca Kling, program manager 
of TransTech Social Enterprises and board mem-
ber at Illinois Safe Schools Alliance

—Nov. 7: Dr. Robert Garofalo, director of the 
Gender and Sex Development Program at Ann 
and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chi-
cago

For tickets and more information, visit 
http://www.northlight.org/pages/on_
stage/393.php.

more about charm is on page 17 of windy 
city Times.

CHARMED from cover

charm playwright Philip dawkins.
Photo by of Nicole Radja



By GReTcheN Rachel hammoNd

The Museum of Broadcast Industry was trans-
formed into both a high-school cafeteria and 
magical homecoming dance venue Sept. 25 as 
the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance celebrated 
another year on the front lines of creating safe 
and supportive environments for the state’s LG-
BTQ students.
 The evening was an opportunity for Alliance 
staff and board members, volunteers and sup-
porters to reflect not only on the groundbreak-
ing training, education, policy advocacy and 
youth organization that compose their mission 
but on the many battles fought both in Spring-
field and in classrooms all over Illinois. These 
battles have included the passage of House Bill 
4207, which shields students from the effects 
of bullying, and raising public awareness about 
the vitriolic anti-LGBTQ statements made by 
Rev. James Meeks—Gov. Bruce Rauner’s ap-
pointee as chair of the Illinois State Board of 
Education. 
 Quintessential in those achievements were 
two Illinois senators honored by the Alliance 
during the evening as Advocates of the Year: 
state Sens. Heather Steans and William Del-
gado. 
 The awards were presented by three of the 
students who have benefited from their work 
and who currently serve on the Alliance youth 
committee—Evanston Township High School 
Senior Zaiden Sowle as well as Niles North High 

School Seniors Sahar Steiner and Skylar Yates.
 “On a personal note, I have a son myself who 
is in the spectrum,” Steans said. “In terms of 
trying to make sure that he feels he can express 
who he is, I use a lot of the work and education 
I get from the [Illinois] Safe Schools Alliance.”
 Accepting the award for Delgado was Illinois 
Legislative Latino Caucus Foundation (ILLCF) 
Assistant Secretary Peter F. Viña, who noted 
that the Alliance has “fierce allies” in both 
Delgado and Steans.
 On an institutional level, the Alliance has 
found a similar ally in Berwyn South School 
District 100, which was honored for taking the 
lead in advocacy for its transgender, gender 
non-conforming and gender-variant students 
via thorough and inclusive administrative pro-
cedures, gender support teams and training for 
teachers and staff members. 
 Principal Jeremy Majeski, School Board Vice-
President Deanna Durica and Assistant Superin-
tendent Jane Vagus represented the district.
 “This is something we knew was the right 
thing to do and had to do for our students 
to make sure we had a safe environment for 
them,” Majeski noted. “If it wasn’t for the work 
of Owen [Daniel McCarter, the policy and advo-
cacy director] and the rest of the Alliance staff 
members we wouldn’t have done it so quickly.”
 For more information about the work of 
the illinois Safe Schools alliance, visit www.
illinoissafeschools.org.

illinois Safe Schools alliance (iSSa) staff and board members.
Photos by Gretchen Rachel Hammond
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With state-of-the-art fitness equipment, the hottest group 
training programs, and a philosophy that nurtures a feeling 
of community, isn’t it time you upgrade from gym to club? 
Learn more at midtown.com/chicago

Safe-schools group
honors allies, advocates
at homecoming

left: deanna durica, Jane Vagus and Jeremy majeski. Right: Guests at the iSSa homecoming.

Right: Peter F. Viña 
anthony Papini, 
heather Steans and 
casey horton

http://www.steppenwolf.org
http://www.midtown.com/chicago
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P.L. Travers, author of Mary Poppins, was born 
Helen Lyndon Goff on Aug. 9, 1899, in Mary-
borough, in Queensland, Australia, (not in Eng-
land, as many assume). 
 She moved to England in 1924, and used 
the name P.L. Travers—an abbreviation of her 
pseudonym, Pamela Lyndon Travers, which she 
used in her days as a dancer and Shakespear-
ean actor on the Australian stage. Reportedly, 
her wealthy relatives did not approve of Travers 
performing so, being independent-minded, she 
moved to England, where she forged a career as 
a writer.
 The name P.L. Travers appealed to Goff be-
cause it sounded more masculine—or at least, 
gender-nonspecific. Travers was the name of 
her father, an alcoholic banker whose career 
declined almost as quickly as he did. (He died 
of tuberculosis at age 43.) His daughter was 7 
years old when he passed.
 The author, who first published poems as a 
teen in Australia, was fond of myths and fan-
tasies. This may be why she was so good at 
acting and writing. She constructed her own 
rather mysterious persona so that no one really 
knows her truth. Her famous literary heroine, 
based on an aunt of Travers’, was a magical 
nanny who helped her charges through difficult 
situations with sensible, even tough advice. 
Travers, who was very no-nonsense herself, was 
also fascinated with eastern philosophy and 
theosophy, Sufism and Hinduism.
 In England, Travers lived with Madge Bur-
nand, the daughter of the editor of Punch. The 
women shared a flat in London, and later rent-
ed a cottage together in Sussex. Much specula-
tion has been made about whether they were 
lovers. 
 Actor Emma Thompson played Travers in the 
2013 film Saving Mr. Banks, which depicted 
Travers’ battle with Walt Disney to make Mary 
Poppins. The actress was quoted in article on 
the film in The Advocate about Travers’ rela-
tionship with Burnand.
 She stated, “I don’t know whether they were 
lovers or not, but she did live with Madge for 
a long, long time, and she certainly had very 
complex, passionate relationships with both 
women and men. She was an explorer of her 
own condition, and very possibly her own sexu-
ality.”
 It was while living with Burnand that Trav-
ers published Mary Poppins, the work that 
would give the author her greatest fame. Trav-
ers wrote five sequels to Mary Poppins and, as 
Saving Mr. Banks depicted, she reluctantly sold 

the rights to Disney, who produced the famous 
film. Travers, apparently, was not fond of the 
Julie Andrews/Dick Van Dyke musical and par-
ticularly hated the animated dancing penguins. 
 As mentioned, Travers is said to have had re-
lationship with men and women, but few spe-
cifics about her sexual relationships have ever 
been detailed. Her diary recounted her friend-
ship (and possibly a relationship) with Jessie 
Orage, whose husband, Alfred Richard Orage, 
was a pupil of the spiritual teacher G.I. Gurd-
jieff. 
 Travers became a follower of Gurdjieff and, 
through him, became an occasional member 
of The Rope, a group that consisted mostly of 
lesbian writers, including Jane Heap, founding 
editor of Little Review, and Kathryn Hulme, au-
thor of The Nun’s Story. [Fun fact: Many mem-
bers of The Rope were acquainted with Ger-
trude Stein, but Stein did not follow Gurdjieff; 
whether she and Travers ever connected is not 
known].
 Valerie Lawson, author of Mary Poppins, She 
Wrote—a biography of Travers originally titled 
Out of the Sky She Came—indicated that both 
Travers and Orage “loved men.” Their close 
friendship, Lawson indicates, was formed over 
the loss of Orage’s husband and Travers’ editor, 
George William Russell. 
 Whether their friendship crossed over into 
a sexual relationship is not known. But Jim 
Korkis, a Disney historian, was quoted in the 
Orlando Weekly (around the time of Saving Mr. 
Banks) saying, “It has been assumed that Trav-
ers was bisexual, although no one really knows 
for sure. She was known to be extremely flirta-
tious around younger men. At one point, she 
told an acquaintance that she thought that 
Walt [Disney] had ‘eyes’ for her.”
 Travers certainly was secretive and private. It 
was perhaps a source of pride for her. A quote 
from her in a New Statesman article entitled, 
“The strange life of the creator of Mary Pop-
pins,” read, “I’m a private sort of person, as 
anonymous as possible—and that’s not humil-
ity.”
 Other articles about the author that surfaced 
around the time Saving Mr. Banks was released 
have been even more candid. According to 
the Daily Mail, Travers was said to be “neither 
warm nor kindly. She was an intellectual snob 
who wrote erotic prose, was a one-time fascist 
sympathizer, occasional lesbian and appalling 
mother.”
 Unpacking that quote, Travers is known to 
have written poetry for the erotic publication 
The Triad, and she wrote book reviews for New 
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Julie andrews in the movie mary Poppins.
Photo courtesy of the LGBT History Project

2nd LGBT group to
march in NYC
St. Patrick’s parade
 A year after New York City St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade made history by allowing its first LGBT 
organization to march under its own banner, 
officials have invited a second group to par-
ticipate, Newsweek reported.
 The event’s board of directors voted Sept. 
28 to invite Lavender & Green Alliance, an 
organization representing Irish LGBT people, 
to participate openly in the March 17, 2016, 
parade. OUT@NBCUniversal was a part of this 
year’s event; however, some groups—such as 
Irish Queers—felt that a true Irish LGBT or-

ganization should march in the parade.
 In a statement, the group Irish Queers said, 
“The parade issue has never just been about 
LGBTQ people. Irish people’s struggles are 
part of our identity: challenges to religious 
bigotry, demands for women’s rights, Irish re-
publicanism, and struggles against racism in 
New York and Ireland are irreducible parts of 
the Irish experience. Irish queers have often 
been at the forefront of those struggles. We 
are proud of the complexity of our lives and 
histories.”
 The Newsweek piece is at http://www.
newsweek.com/new-york-city-st-patricks-
day-parade-invites-second-lgbt-group-par-
ticipate-377918.

LAURENCE A. JACOBS, M.D.
Building Your LGBT Family

Northwestern and Mayo Clinic-trained. Senior partner at 
Fertility Centers of Illinois (FCI) with offices throughout 

Chicagoland. 36 years in practice as a fertility expert. Selected 
by Castle Connelly publishers as one of AMERICA’S TOP 

DOCTORS in INFERTILITY from 2001-2015 (top 1% in USA).

See Dr. Jacobs for all your infertility needs, including:

Go to www.RainbowReproduction.com
The first and best website devoted to

Providing All Fertility Options for Building Your LGBT Family

For a consultation, call 847-549-3746
Sat & Sun appointments available.

•  complete evaluations   •  inseminations   
•  ivF   •  RecipRocal ivF   •  suRRogacy

Family LGBT History Celebration!

OCTOBER 17 • 1 PM
Open Books West Loop

651 W. Lake St.

Families of all backgrounds: join us! 
We’ll explore the history of the Gay Rights

Movement with author Jerome Pohlen, 
who will lead activities and read from his book 

Gay and Lesbian History for Kids.

Turn to page 30

http://www.rainbowreproduction.com
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Nomi Williams has spent five years working 
for The Night Ministry and the past year in 
management, serving as the youth worker 
coordinator/supervisor for its youth homeless 
shelter, known as The Crib.
 Her ties with The Night Ministry date back 
even further—to her days as a homeless 
youth, “trying to survive and trying to find and 
utilize the proper resources to guide me in the 
directions necessary to not only survive, but 
progress from that situation,” she said.
 “I came across The Night Ministry and fell 
in love, not only with the warm staff and 
welcoming atmosphere, but the ideal culture of 
self-affirmation and acceptance.”
 She was first a youth worker volunteer with 
The Chicago Recovery Alliances and progressed 
into her role by partnering up with The Night 
Ministry to advance her outreach, which led to 
two years with The AmerCorp organization in 
which she once again partnered with The Night 
Ministry to do street outreach.  
 She later did an internship with The Night 
Ministry while attending UIC.
 “Years later, after living in New York chasing 
stardom wishing for a career as a Broadway 
performer, I moved back to Chicago, where 
I got in contact with some of my former 
colleagues and mentors at The Night Ministries 
and was offered a job at The Crib.
 “The best part of the job is the ever lasting 
relationships I’ve build with our participants. 
I’m rarely called Nomi within the space; most 
of the youth call me ‘Mom’ or ‘Mama,’ which 
is an absolute honor for me, given the notion 
that most of our youth haven’t had a mother 
figure, and they are indeed my kids; I love 
them beyond understanding.”
 The worst part of her job is witnessing the 
adversity that out youth have to face every 
moment of everyday and having to turn them 
away to that world yet knowing the limited 
resources that we provide has a shelf life and 
really pushing to create and assist within the 
standard of opportunities, she said. “I wish 
the world could truly see the potential for 

greatness that represents our youth, instead of 
the misguided notions that’s unfairly placed on 
them; it truly breaks my heart. It also breaks 
my heart to fail in assisting someone to reach 
their potential.”
 Williams said the trans community is 
generally progressing, but still has a long way 
to go. “I still believe that we are, by far, the 
most repressed group to date, especially Black 
trans women,” she said. “But there are people 
who are paving a path of progress, and not just 
the celebrity or public trans people like Lavern 
Cox or Chaz Bono, but the folks who are doing 
the grind work, the true grit, the grassroots 
that’s building a dynamic sense of revolution 
within the community.”
 She added, “My goals [are] to fly over the 
rainbow, pursue music and theater, and one 
day start my own youth outreach organization, 
and I absolutely see these goals becoming 
reality.  I know that everything I’m doing in 
social service and my life is truly my God-given 
calling. I also know that the roads that I’ve 
walked down have been bumpy, cracked, and 
unstable, but I had to walk them because 
the smoother course isn’t for everyone and 
if I didn’t than who the hell would. We walk 
with dirt between our toes today in order to 
strive with clouds underneath our boots; I truly 

believe this, and I’m still searching for those 
boots, size 11s.”
 Williams lives by a model of being absolutely 
objective and always open-minded, even when 
perspectives are opposed to hers. “I absolutely 
love people, even if [others] haven’t shown me 
that love in return. I truly believe that good 
intentions are the steady objective and culture 
for people, even though things at times don’t 
work out to that affect,” she said. “My mother, 
Delores Baptiste Williams, is my goddess, the 
true love of my life, although I lost her when 
I was 16. Her essence is my core value, and 
her lessons are my lifestyle. I’m a lucky gal 
to have so many wonderful people in my life, 
and have been lucky enough to successfully 
mold opportunities I’ve encountered into 
progression.”

• Age
35

• Neighborhood
Born and raised on 
the South Side, but 
moved to the North 
Side at age 14.  

• Orientation
Transgender/
Genderqueer

• Ethnicity
Haitian/Dominican

• Nickname
Nomi Michaels 
Devereaux 

• Hobbies
Music (singing and 
writing), poetry, 
art sketch and 
abstract. 

• Relationship status
“Dating someone; it 
has potential.”

• Favorite TV shows
Scandal and Sex in 
the City

• Favorite movie
A Clockwork Orange

• Trans idol
Community activist 
and mother Miss 
Gloria Allen 
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with a nationwide footprint were able to generate 
a greater number of responses.”   —david marshall, 
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viewpoints

letters

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

SeNIOR MOMeNTS

My mother and
Kentucky clerk
Kim Davis
 
My late mother had more of an influence on me 
than I care to admit. 
 We were not close. I may have grown inside 
of her, but once the umbilical cord was cut, 
that was it. All ties were severed. WE DID NOT 
LIKE EACH OTHER—so much so that it needs to 
be typed in upper case. We inhabited different 
worlds. My world was filled with light and fair-
ies and question marks, while hers was a dark, 
gray industrial landscape with ghosts and en-
emies waiting to tear her limb from limb. She 
accepted my homosexuality, although she nev-
er used the word “gay.” It stuck in her throat 
like a fishbone. She once phoned me from Eng-
land to tell me about her new neighbor. “He’s 
very nice, you’d like him. He’s your type of per-
son,” she hinted—then after a pause, “He has 
gentlemen callers.”
 My mother had two sides to her: one a Vic-

torian gentility of the Maggie Smith variety, 
the other a vulgar truck-stop waitress. Once, 
when a scurrilous tabloid reported that Prin-
cess Margaret, Queen Elizabeth II’s sister, had 
yet another boyfriend, my mother remarked in 
her truck-stop waitress voice: “Not another 
one, you could drive a column of tanks up her 
___ and there’d still be enough room for a Spit-
fire to land.” Her outbursts were littered with 
British World War II isms. She had been strafed 
by a German plane during a bombing raid and 
became stuck in that moment.
  So my mother and I were estranged, and yet 
after she died I noticed that sometimes when I 
open my mouth, it’s my mother that falls out. 
When I first started reading articles about Kim 
Davis, the Kentucky County Clerk who refuses 
to marry same-sex couples, I heard my mother’s 
voice of Victorian gentility. She would describe 
Kim Davis as “one of life’s unfortunates.”
 “Unfortunates” was my mother’s word for 
anyone slow-witted, anti-social or two sand-
wiches short of a picnic—another of her col-
orful phrases. “She’s as daft as a brush,” she 
would have said huffily over a cup of English 
breakfast tea, “about as useful as a chocolate 
teapot.” Davis is all these things and more.
  I noticed on Facebook that the anger Davis 
generated with her tantrums caused many peo-
ple to make rude remarks about her appearance. 
My mother’s Victorian gentility voice would say 
the nasty comments were “rather uncalled for.” 
However, it is not surprising people lashed out 
at her, calling her names. Again, I can hear my 
mother’s vulgar truck stop waitress voice com-

menting on Davis’ rosy-cheeked countenance: 
“What’s wrong with that woman, she’s got a 
face like a smacked ass.” Or “I can’t watch her 
anymore, she looks like a cat licking shit off a 
kettle.”
 No, my mother and I never liked each other 
and yet we have held hands from beyond the 
grave on the issue of Kim Davis. At times, my 
attitude toward Davis has been genteel and 
sympathetic; other times, I’ve released some 
vulgar statements about her frumpy appear-
ance.
 What started out as a fascinating chapter in 
LGBT rights—the Kim Davis Affair—has now 
lost its interest. After meeting secretly with 
Pope Francis—who took time out from his 
busy schedule of transferring pedophile priests 
to South America, where there is minimal scru-
tiny—I’ve become less interested in the Kim 
Davis Affair. The sooner she resigns and gets a 
job more suited to her, like cleaning the toilets 
at Wrigley Field, the better for the rest of us.
  The Victorian genteel Maggie Smith side of 
me agrees with my mother that Kim Davis is 
“one of life’s ‘unfortunates.’” She’s a working-
class woman being exploited by Mike Huckabee 
and other rich white men for political gain. It 
saddens me that Davis will end up in the trash 
can of history, and I’m sick and tired of Repub-
lican men using women as political pawns.
 And then there’s my mother’s vulgar truck-
stop waitress in me that thinks Davis is an 
adulterous ho with a face like a bag of ham-
mers.

St. Sukie
DE LA CROIX

Moving on

Dear Friends,

Today (Sept. 30) is my last day as executive 
director of Affinity Community Services. I don’t 
have the words to convey how profoundly 
grateful I am for these past six and a half years 
of frantic learning, teaching in difficult mo-
ments, co-creating with leaders and constitu-
ents, walking through fire, celebrating com-
munity triumphs, enduring personal defeats, 
tears, laughter (lots!) and love. It has been 
a journey.
  As I grow older, I realize that six and half 
years is just a blink in what I hope will be a 
long life. But so much has happened in that 
span of time. Some highlights are: graduating 
12 scholars from the Youth Leadership Insti-
tute, training 43 peer advocates to discuss 
HIV prevention in their networks, supervising 
10 interns who gained valuable nonprofit and 
organizing experience, hosting more than 30 
cable access shows, organizing three major 
convenings—Beyond Marriage Equality, LGBTQ 
Homeless Youth Summit, At the Intersections: 
Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation in Public 
Policy—putting together more than 20 com-
munity forums on health, intimate partner vio-
lence, financial security, immigration, commu-
nity violence, best practices in serving youth, 
and other topics.
 There were also editing or co-writing a half 
dozen issue papers, research reports and public 
statements; helping produce six Burning Bowl 
events; launching a group for older adults; ap-
pearing on too many panels, radio shows and 
public hearings to count; and working toward 

public policy victories like marriage equal-
ity and the extension of the African-American 
AIDS Response Act.
  I have been blessed to work with all of Af-
finity’s board presidents—Christina Smith, Lisa 
Maria Pickens, Kelly Suzanne Saulsberry and 
Ebonie Davis. They have been sounding boards, 
problem solvers, constructive critics, compan-
ions in the trenches, my sheroes and so much 
more. These women are evidence of the amaz-
ing changes that can happen in community 
when women lead.
 I have also worked with some of the most 
inspiring organizers and organizations on the 
planet through the many coalitions that Affin-
ity is an active member of and the partnerships 
for projects and new initiatives. There is no 
shortage of positive life-changing work taking 
place in this city.
 Affinity’s constituents and donors have been 
a supreme pleasure to work with over the years. 
There are foundations that have invested in Af-
finity early on and for multiple years—Alpha-
wood, Astraea, Chicago Foundation for Women, 
Crossroads Fund, Woods Fund of Chicago. And 
to be notified that Affinity was one of the 
grantees in the very first funding round of the 
Chicago Community Trust’s LGBT Fund was a 
beautiful moment. I am just as touched by the 
woman who has been donating $10 a month to 
Affinity for nearly 10 years. The love and sup-
port of our program leaders, other volunteers, 
loyal readers of The Weekly Download, Affinity 
stakeholders and those who donate their hard-
earned cash are the true testament to why 
Affinity has been around for 20 years, and is 
poised to stay relevant and impactful for years 
to come.

  When I was hired, I told the board that five 
years might be my limit. I knew that as Affin-
ity’s first executive director I would work long 
hours and encounter many challenges. And I 
have to admit that I underestimated the many 
joys that have come with this labor of love. I 
have thought about my self-imposed five-year 
window many times over the last year and a 
half, especially when I reflected on the many 
things I wanted to get done before I left. But 
part of being a leader is knowing when your 
energy is waning and then stepping aside.
 While we announced my departure to the 
community during Jazz n July, the board has 
actually been preparing for my transition since 
last year. So you need not worry about Affin-
ity’s ability to go on. Besides, it has always 
taken a village to keep Affinity going and that 
is as it should be.
  I am excited about what is ahead for this or-
ganization that has been so much a part of my 
life for almost 10 years (including my time on 
the board). I am especially excited about the 
leadership of the current board and am sending 
them love and light as they begin the process 
of selecting a new executive director.
  I am moving on to lead a new model for or-
ganizing in the LGBTQ community that will be 
launched the week of Oct. 7. I look forward to 
continuing to work with Affinity, other organi-
zations and many friends in the ongoing battle 
for dignity, equity and liberation of marginal-
ized people.
 
With gratitude, 
Kim L. Hunt
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windy city Times reviews the production Sucker Punch.
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By ScoTT c. moRGaN
            
Three years ago, Northlight Theatre Artistic 
Director BJ Jones read a newspaper article 
about trans activist Gloria Allen and her efforts 
at Chicago’s Center on Halsted to teach trans 
youth basic etiquette and to serve as a mentor 
in weekly classes. Jones thought that Allen’s 
work was worthy of exploration in a play, and 
now that notion has come to fruition in North-
light Theatre’s world premiere of Charm by gay 
playwright Philip Dawkins.  
 But Dawkins initially wanted to turn down 
Jones’ play commission—and that was de-
spite Northlight previously producing a few of 
Dawkins’ plays written for children.

“I had questions about whether or not I 
had agency to write this play honestly,” said 
Dawkins, worrying about charges of misappro-
priation in dramatizing members of the trans 
community.

Nonetheless, Dawkins followed Jones’ ad-

vice to meet and talk with Allen. According to 
Dawkins, she instantly put him at ease.

“[Allen] immediately welcomes everybody 
into her room, into her life. She’s a calming, 
gracious, welcoming person who reminded me 
of some older ladies in my life who are very im-
portant,” Dawkins said. “I talked to her about 
she would feel about me working on your voice 
and she said, ‘I don’t care as long as you make 
me sound fabulous.’”

For about six months, Dawkins regularly at-
tended Allen’s young trans community gather-
ings. And during that time, Dawkins said he 
was always upfront to those attending about 
who he was and why he was there observing 
and participating. Dawkins also offered to 
leave the room if meeting participants were 
uncomfortable with his presence.

“The safety and the sanctity of the space was 
more important to getting the story,” Dawkins 
said. “But everyone was super-generous with 
me and I think I learned a lot, not just about 

the subjects of this play, but also a lot about 
etiquette and comportment.”

As Allen pointed out, the rules of etiquette 
are constantly evolving and changing. This no-
tion struck Dawkins as an interesting parallel 
he since was among people who themselves 
who were transitioning and actively question-
ing societal rules around gender.

“It was a reminder to me that I need to stay 
on top of what’s polite and what makes peo-
ple comfortable,” Dawkins said. “One of those 
things was to don’t assume you know people’s 
gender. And it’s okay to ask and it’s okay to 
say you don’t know something. And it’s also 
okay for somebody to choose that day not to 
be your educator. Not everybody has to walk 
around and teach you manners.”

Dawkins soon realized that his play couldn’t 
be a docudrama about Allen’s work and that he 
would need to fictionalize some of the situ-
ations and people to make things more com-
pelling for the stage. For instance, the cast of 
nine for Charm includes characters like a Latina 
trans woman, a cisgender straight Black cou-
ple and a gay suburban teen. And as for Allen 
herself, she has become the African-American 
trans woman character known as “Mama Dar-
leena Andrews.”

“What Gloria has created is a room that goes 
out of its way to remove obstacles,” Dawkins 
said. “But in writing a play, you actually have 
to look at the obstacles in the way of what 
people want. And so I basically took what I 
witnessed in terms of things that were handled 
beautifully in the room in real life and thought, 
well, what if that hadn’t been handled beauti-
fully?”

Rather than staging Charm in Northlight’s 
Skokie home, director BJ Jones felt it was im-
portant to keep it close to its Chicago origins. 
The close confines of the Steppenwolf Garage 
Theatre was also an important consideration.

“One of the great strengths of Philip’s play is 
that it is intimate and that it provides our au-
dience with the opportunity to actually fell as 
if they are in the class—so they feel that sense 
of warmth and understanding,” Jones said. 
“It’s the kind of play that draws its strength 
and power from the Chicago storefront experi-
ence.”

Both Dawkins and Jones are pleased that Al-
len herself has been a part of Charm readings 
and some rehearsals so far. She even took the 
trouble to provide personal makeup tips for ac-
tor Dexter Zollicoffer who portrays her fiction-
alized self.

For her efforts, Northlight will pay Allen an 
honorarium. Dawkins has also worked Allen 
into the royalty arrangements for any future 
productions of Charm.

“I quite literally could not have written this 
story if she hadn’t lived it first and if she didn’t 
welcome me,” said Dawkins, adding that Allen 
never asked for remuneration even though she 
had every right to. “I think she’s fascinating 
and we’re really only focusing on one thing 
about her. But (Allen’s) life is extensive and 
amazing. It could be a series or a book.”  
 Northlight Theatre’s world premiere of 
charm by Philip dawkins plays from wednes-
day, oct. 14, through Sunday, Nov. 8, at 
Steppenwolf Theatre’s Garage Theatre, 1624 
N. halsted St. Previews run through Sunday, 
oct 18, with an official press opening at 8 
p.m. wednesday, oct. 21. Regular-run per-
formances are 8 p.m. wednesdays through 
Saturdays with 3 p.m. matinees Saturdays 
and Sundays (6 p.m. show only on Sunday, 
oct. 18).
 Tickets are $20-$40, with student tickets 
at $15 (subject to availability). call 312-
335-1650, or visit www.northlight.org or 
www.steppenwolf.org for more information.

SCOTTISh PLAY SCOTT

Creating ‘Charm’
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‘Avenue Q’ in
Northbrook in 
October
 Highland Park Players are presenting the 
Tony-winning musical Avenue Q—described 
in a press release as “part flesh, part felt and 
packed with heart.” 
 Avenue Q will be performed at the North-
brook Theatre, 3323 Walters Ave., Oct. 16-25.
 Tickets are $20 on/before Sept. 30 and 
$22 on/after Oct. 1. Tickets are $18 at the 
Thursday, Oct. 22, performance. To purchase 
tickets, go to www.highlandparkplayers.com 
or call the Northbrook Theatre at 847-291-
2995.

‘Honeymoon’ at
Stage 773 in October
 The world premiere of True Life Tales From 
the Honeymoon Capital of the World (some of 
which are true) comes to Stage 773 this fall. 
 True Life Tales is a “blue collar gothic 
spoken word folk opera” featuring autobio-
graphical stories by queer writer/performer 
David Kodeski and original music by singer/
songwriter Naomi Ashley. 
 The show opens Friday, Oct. 16, at 7:30 
p.m. at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. 
Performances continue through Saturday, 
Oct. 24.
 Tickets are $10 (students)-$25; visit 
Stage773.com and https://apps.vendini.
com/ticket-software.html?t=tix&e=e379f960
90a245a9a78ca0f0899e3763.
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TheATeR ReVIeW

Sucker Punch
Playwright: Roy williams
at: Victory Gardens Theater 
at the Biograph, 2433 N. lincoln ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; 
www.victorygardens.org; $15-$60
Runs through: oct. 18

By maRy SheN BaRNidGe

What distinguishes professional athletes from 
others who make a living doing work most folks 
consider  to be play is not merely the brevity 
of their careers—bodies wear out sooner than 
brains—but the difficulty of knowing when 
to quit. Some contenders invest their money 

wisely in anticipation of a long and quiet re-
tirement, but too many spend their youth pur-
suing immediate goals, only to be confronted 
with the realization that glory is fleeting in 
this transitory world. 
 Roy Williams sets his play in London “south 
of the river” during the early 1980s when the 
social welfare reforms introduced in 1945 were 
curtailed by an increasingly conservative gov-
ernment. Since poverty and inflation tend to 
bring out the worst in an already disenfran-
chised populace, petty crime, police harass-
ment and race riots have erupted in the council 
estates (“projects” to us yanks). This is how 
would-be burglers Leon Davidson and Troy Au-
gustus, two second-generation African-Carib-
bean teenagers, come to avoid jail by clean-
ing the shabby boxing gymnasium that gruff 
Charlie Maggs owns. When the old trainer’s 
neophyte pugilist deserts him for higher-profile 
matches, Charlie looks to Leon and Troy for an 
entry to the Big Time—or at least a ticket out 
of the slums.
 This is not just a boxing story. When the char-
acters aren’t mixing it up in the ring, they’re 

practicing for the ring, and when they’re not 
practicing, they’re scuffling with one anoth-
er—sometimes playfully, sometimes angrily. 
Even Charlie’s private-school daughter smacks 
the speed-bag out of frustration. These are 
people who FIGHT, every minute of their lives, 

and who see in that fight their escape from the 
enslavement of social and economical oppres-
sion. This renders all the more heartbreaking 
their discovery that fighting can become a job 
like any other, replete with humiliation, rejec-
tion, betrayal, bankruptcy, promotion ceilings 
and walking papers.
 Adrenalin and testosterone are heady sub-
stances, but though fight designer Chuck Coyl 
and boxing coach Ruben Gonzalez have drilled 
their actors (regardless of age or gender) in 
physical prowess ranging from Maurice Demus’ 
breath-sucking monologue recited while cross-
jumping rope, to Kenn E. Head’s shove-and-
tumble take-down, Dexter Bullard’s characteris-
tically kinetic direction of a cast encompassing 
seasoned troupers like John Judd and Walter 
Briggs, as well as newcomers like Denzel Love 
and Taylor Blim never ignores the psychological 
corrosion that eventually leads even winners to 
lose their morale after defiance has soured it 
cynicism. If, as Leon’s shiftless father asserts, 
audiences love to watch Black men getting 
beaten up, what is our role in perpetuating a 
game rigged from the very beginning? 

TheATeR ReVIeW

East of Eden
Playwright: adapted by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck
at: Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N, halsted St. 
Tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $20-$89
Runs through: Nov. 15

By maRy SheN BaRNidGe

John Steinbeck’s novel reads like classical 
tragedy, its sweeping narrative arc spanning 
multiple generations suffering under nemesis 
of uncertain origin. Their trials are not the 
handiwork of the gods, though—our setting is 
the midland region of California in 1900, after 
all, where destinies are shaped by biological 
imperative and psychological compulsion more 
than divine whim. 
  After bypassing backstory acquainting us 
with the Trask brothers of New England and 
a battered young woman abandoned on their 
doorstep, our tale commences with Adam Trask 
wedded to the derelict waif and vowing to 
shelter her within a pastoral paradise in the 
fertile Salinas Valley. Alack, his tenacious bird 
soon flees her gilded cage, leaving him with 
two sons he cannot help but love unequally, 
following the example of his own father. When 
Caleb and Aron are grown, the latter becomes 
enamored of a neighboring girl in whom he 
senses the maternal affection missing from his 
childhood, but before history can repeat itself, 
the jealous Caleb intervenes, in doing so shoul-
dering responsibility for the misfortunes of his 
line.
  Many an unhappy household, in fact and in 

fiction, has been founded upon a dream of per-
fection beyond the capacity of imperfect mor-
tals, but playgoers may discover themselves 
searching in vain for a lesson to take away 
from a dramatic universe where the good are 
destroyed by their goodness and the wicked 
gain no pleasure from victory. If the grandeur 
initially invoked by Walt Spangler’s scenic de-
sign—dominated by a massive oak tree, split 
as if by lightning, but roped together in a stub-
bornly human attempt to make the damaged 
trunk grow together again—presages a pes-

simistic resolution, however, Galati mitigates 
Old Testament justice with extensive discus-
sion of modern concepts like “free will” and 
its power to liberate troubled survivors from 
their ancestral shackles, offering them hope for 
redemption. 
  Two intermissions ensure audiences retaining 
their physical comfort and mental acuity over a 
performance time of nearly three hours, while 
Rob Milburn and Michael Bodeen’s incidental 
score—rendered stageside by Kyra Saltmann 
on solemn cello and Ben Melsky on delicate 

harp—eases us into the lofty speech of heroic-
proportioned characters. 
 As in 1990’s Grapes of Wrath (another Galati-
Steppenwolf adaptation of a Steinbeck classic), 
the 10-member cast exhibits ensemble acting 
at its most exemplary—but look for Stephen 
Park to carry the day with his stereotype-free 
portrayal of Lee, the Trask’s philosophical Chi-
nese major-domo, whose significance gradually 
blossoms from that of humble servant to noth-
ing less than the conscience of full-blown epic 
myth. 

TheATeR ReVIeW

Scream, Queen,
Scream!
Playwright: david cerda 
at: mary’s attic, 5400 N. clark St. 
Tickets: www.handbagproductions.org; 
$22-$40 
Runs through: oct. 31

By JeRRy NUNN

Hell in a Handbag Productions is at it again 
and, this time, it’s with a terrifying trio of 
stories wrapped up in one production called 
Scream, Queen, Scream! Inspired by horror 
classics like Creepshow and Tales from the 
Crypt, there is a drag Cryptkeeper serving as 
hostess and large comic book panels on the 
set.

The first tale, titled Taco Tuesday, goes for 
blood and hits a vein with office politics. 
There are so many great one-liners that it is 
almost hard to keep up with the production. 

Rachel Hadlock oozes creepiness in the role of 
the temp who takes over the place and stirs 
up scares for Satan. Many of us working day 
jobs downtown can identify with this story 
and may know someone exactly like Candy 
with a C.

The Box pokes fun of the monster-in-a-
crate idea in the second segment. The hate-
ful Betty Carr, played by David Cerda, stomps 
on the other characters and pays the price. A 
transition using shadow puppets was utilized 
brilliantly toward the end.

The third story stalls a bit but takes a stab 
at gothic horror, and one character even uses 
the excuse of making it up as the actors go 
along. Ed Jones faces the challenge of playing 
twin sisters on the stage in Shut Up and Die, 
Maggie! There are some hilarious campy mo-
ments and a song that invokes the film Hush, 
Hush, Sweet Charlotte. A Bette Davis accent 
pops in for a bit as well but quickly fades. 

It’s tricky to play these duo roles so, hope-
fully, the two sisters can be fleshed out more 
during the show’s run. This section needs 
some tightening to make the overall produc-

tion complete, but one can see what they 
were trying to do. A few cuts and maybe 
changing the twist at the end could make this 
piece a showstopper for Jones.

The Mary monitors are used as cues to 
scream for the audience and had a few 
glitches signaling people to yell in the wrong 
places—but this is an easy fix. How about a 
signal regarding when it is safe to stand up 
and buy a drink? There is no intermission and 
Count Dragula threatens everyone to not talk. 
A quick cocktail is only going to lift people’s 
spirits with this type of humor, so sneak over 
to the bar.

Some highlights include a few timely spe-
cial guests, current event jokes and lesbian 
humor that’s pretty inoffensive. The eye can-
dy was a treat to see and many sarcastic lines 
were spot-on.

This talented troupe continues to live by 
the expression “laugh and the whole world 
laughs with you.” This time out, everyone 
screams and howls along with them for good 
reason.

east of eden.
Photo by Michael Brosilow by Ryan Bourque

Sucker Punch.
Photo by 

Michael courier

CRITICS’     
    PICKS

assassination Theater: chicago’s Role in 
the crime of the century, Museum of Broad-
cast Communications, through Nov. 5. Hillel 
Levin’s “theatrical investigation” into govern-
ment cover-ups and mobster influence in con-
nection with the Kennedy shooting is more 
lecture than play, but makes for provocative 
speculation. MSB 

Gem of the ocean, Court Theatre through 
Oct. 11. This first play chronologically in Au-
gust Wilson’s great Century Cycle, set in 1904,  
is one of Wilson’s best, beautifully performed 
by a veteran cast. JA 

miss Buncle’s Book, Lifeline Theatre, 
through Nov. 1. An anonymous tell-all novel 
and three pairs of lovers enliven this delight-
ful adaptation of D.E. Stevenson’s cozy English 
romance. MSB 

Side Show, Porchlight Music Theatre at Stage 
773, through Oct. 25. Michael Webber directs 
a thrilling and emotionally moving production 
of the cult 1997 musical about conjoined twins 
trying to make their way in the world and in 
show business. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

c
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A Gentleman’s
Guide to Love
and Murder
Book and lyrics: Robert l. 
Freedman; music and lyrics: Steven lutvak  
at: Bank of america Theatre, 
18 w. monroe St. 
Tickets: 800-775-2000 or 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $25-$123
Runs through oct. 11

By ScoTT c. moRGaN

One could try to dismiss the Broadway musical 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder as a 
throwback to comic operettas of old. Written 
by composer Steven Lutvak and book writer 
Robert L. Freedman, A Gentleman’s Guide to 
Love and Murder features a witty score that 

revels in legit voices that perfectly matches its 
English Edwardian setting.

But then again, few operettas of that era are 
as tightly plotted or as delightfully anarchic as 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder. The 
critically acclaimed show that bursts with the-
atricality also stands out because it defied the 
odds during the 2013-14 season to win four 
Tony Awards including Best Musical.

After a technical tryout in Schenectady, New 
York, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder 
is making its official national touring launch at 
Chicago’s Bank of America Theatre. And it’s a 
zany delight from start to finish.

Based in part on the 1949 British film Kind 
Hearts and Coronets (which starred pre-Star 
Wars Alec Guinness), A Gentleman’s Guide to 
Love and Murder follows the devious exploits 
of the antihero Monty Navarro (a very likable 
Kevin Massey) to rise above his station once 
he finds out that he is in the line of succes-
sion to a wealthy earldom. To lay claim to the 
title, Monty just has to knock off the seven 

other members of the D’Ysquith family ahead of 
him (they’re all played with comic chameleon 
precision by John Rapson in a parade of silly 
costumes by Tony Award-winner Linda Cho).

As for the “Love” in the show’s title, Monty 
also has dalliances with the super superficial 
Sibella Hallward (Kristen Beth Williams, who 
visually brings to mind an Edwardian Kim Cat-
trall) and the more respectable, if emotionally 
gullible, Phoebe D’Ysquith (a cute and pixie-
like Adrienne Eller).

The rest of the talented ensemble is put 
through their paces in Darko Tresnjak’s Tony 
Award-winning direction. Like Rapson, the cast 
is constantly changing costumes and charac-
ters so rapidly that it’s only by the end of the 
curtain call that you realize how compact the 

ensemble truly is.
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder is 

really an intimate show, but it feels larger and 
grander thanks to Tresnjak’s great collabora-
tion with designers like Alexander Dodge on 
the proscenium-within-a-proscenium stage set 
and Aaron Rhyne’s adroit projections.

Clearly, A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Mur-
der should have a strong future life in regional 
productions both in large professional theaters 
and by ambitions companies producing in tiny 
storefronts. But you should see A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder in its original touring 
incarnation while you can to celebrate all its 
freshly minted theatrical ingeniousness.

A number of prominent Chicago actors (in-
cluding E. Faye Butler and Ginneah Thomas) 
join actor/co-author James Murray Jackson 
Jr. in his portrayal of the late comedian 
Richard Pryor in the Chicago premiere of Un-
speakable. Billed as “A Dramatic Fantasia,” 
Unspeakable aims to take an unflinching and 
adults-only look at the life the influential co-
median whose rough start in life began in a 
brothel run by his grandmother in Peoria, Illi-
nois. Unspeakable plays now through Sunday, 
Nov. 8, at the Broadway Playhouse at Water 
Tower Place, 175 E. Chestnut St. Tickets are 
$32-$76; call 800-775-2000 or visit www.
broadwayinchicago.com.
Photo of Jackson by Miranda Penn Turin
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a Gentleman’s Guide to love and murder.
Photo by Joan Marcus
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By ToNy PeReGRiN

The Chicago Mammals takes a bite out of Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula with cross-gender casting that 
features women in roles generally reserved for 
men. “One of our biggest inspirations is the 
alien from [film director] Ridley Scott which 
is, at times, beautiful, but also a terrifying, 
very determined killing machine,” said Sarah 
Koerner, who plays the title character.
 In the novel, the female vampire is viewed as 
the embodiment of the fallen woman—a sym-
bol of female sexuality that must be staked be-
cause she is dangerous. With a cast of women 
bringing these characters to life (and death), 
this subtext expands beyond gender. “We are 
taking this story of patriarchy, twisting it on 
its head, and claiming it for our own,” said 
Koerner. “Vampirism goes back to the fall in 
the Garden of Eden and the notion of giving in 
to temptation, and we are subverting that with 
this cast of women. These characters are living 
beings that have so many options…and there 
is not one right way to live.” 
 The characters in All Girl Dracula have myriad 
options, but what about the actresses them-
selves? Is the Chicago theater scene today just 
as fluid?
 “I think it’s getting better, but I will say it 
is tough,” admits Koerner. “If you look at older 
plays, they are written by men, so many roles 
were meant for men. Fortunately, many theater 
companies are opening their doors and doing 
gender-blind and color-blind casting. Chicago 

theater is a place where you are expected to 
have an open mind so that really helps when 
you are trying to push yourself into the scene.  
People want something new here, and Chicago 
audiences are excited to see these old stories 
told in an original way,” said Koerner, a Mam-
mals company member since 2012.  

This is The Chicago Mammals’ fourth mani-
festation of its All Girl Project.  Previous pro-
ductions include Frankenstein, Moby Dick and 
Edgar Allan Poe, but with All Girl Dracula, the 
Mammals are out for blood. “With Dracula, we 
are going a bit darker than the other ones, 
more scary this time,” explained Koerner. “We 
explored dark themes with Frankenstein and 
Moby Dick, but with this one we are setting out 
to terrify the audience. I think our Dracula is 
very visually unnerving, and is an odd mixture 
of sexy and horrific.”

Considering Bram Stoker’s Dracula lacks a 
fixed protagonist and is an epistolary novel 
told partly through diary entries and letters, 
the Mammals’ adaptation differs slightly from 
Stoker’s work.

“We decided to focus as much of our efforts as 
possible making Mina Murray the protagonist,” 
said artistic director Bob Fisher. “Van Helsing 
becomes a bit of zealot, and so our protago-
nist is caught in the middle of this struggle 
between an evil that is elusive and unverifi-
able, which is the vampire, and another kind of 
evil—extremism—as exemplified by Van Hels-
ing,” explained Fisher. “There is a line from the 
Bible—most people remember Bill the Butcher 
saying it—about being hot or cold, but never 

lukewarm. It feels like American politics and 
the media are pushing our collective conscious 
towards this sort of extremism every day.”

“If you look back, the Bram Stoker novel re-
veals a distinct difference between good and 
evil, pure and unclean— but the version we are 
creating now blurs those lines,” added Koerner.

All Girl Dracula marks the debut production in 
The Chicago Mammal’s new space, Zoo Studios, 
located  in North Center/Ravenswood. “It’s in 
the belly of this Ravenswood building,” said 
Koerner. “You go down steps into a dungeon-
esque space that is essentially a long rectangle 
painted entirely black. The audience seating is 
very immersive, so the audience and the per-
formers are right there with each other—which 
adds to the horror movie feeling we wanted to 
create.”
 all Girl dracula will run oct. 10-Nov. 21 at 
Zoo Studios, 4001 N. Ravenswood ave, Suite 
B3. Tickets are at allgirldracula.brownpaper-
tickets.com. Visit chicagomammals.com for 
more information. 
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Jeanette Winterson
signing at 
W&CF Oct. 26
 Lesbian author Jeanette Winterson will 
hold a reading and book-signing at Women 
& Children First, 5233 N. Clark St., at 7:30 
p.m., to celebrate the publication of her lat-
est book, The Gap of Time, a retelling of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale.
 Winterson has written 10 novels, children’s 
books, nonfiction works and screenplays, and 
she writes regularly for the Guardian. She was 
adopted by Pentecostal parents and raised in 
Manchester to be a missionary, which she 
wrote about in her first novel, Oranges Are 
Not the Only Fruit, and again 27 years later 
in her best-selling memoir Why Be Happy 
When You Could Be Normal?
 See WomenAndChildrenFirst.com.

Armatrading at City
Winery Oct. 7-9
 Singer/songwriter/guitarist Joan Arma-
trading is playing at City Winery Chicago, 
1200 W. Randolph St., Oct. 7-9, as part of 
the second leg of her last major world tour.
 Her U.S. performances will include songs 
that span her entire career so far, with songs 
like “Love And Affection,” “Willow” and 

“Drop The Pilot.” Kristina Train will be the 
special guest during these shows.
 Armatrading’s resume includes three Gram-
my nominations, two Brit nominations and a 
coveted Ivor Novello Award. She performed 
for Nelson Mandela on two occasions, and is 
one of the first female artists to have been 
awarded with an MBE by Queen Elizabeth II. 
Armatrading is also the first female U.K. art-
ist to have debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s 
Blues chart and the first female U.K. artist 
to be nominated for a Grammy in the Blues 
category.
 Tickets only remain for the Oct. 8 show; ad-
mission is $85-$105.
 See JoanArmatrading.com and CityWinery.
com.

‘Gayborhood’ to
be shown Nov. 7
 The award-winning mock-reality series Gay-
borhood will be part of the 2015 Chicago 
Comedy Film Festival.
 Gayborhood will be part of the Narrative 
Shorts Program on Saturday, Nov. 7, 2:30 
p.m., at The New 400 Theatres, 6746 N. 
Sheridan Rd. Episodes of the original comedy 
series Gayborhood can be seen at Gaybor-
hoodShow.com.
 Tickets are $12; visit ChicagoComedyFilm-
Festival.com.

Think of us before the show. 

Think of us at intermission.

Just don’t think of us during the show.

That would be weird.

1258 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, 60657   /   773-281-6000

TheATeR

All Girl Dracula:
Interview with the
vampire—and a director

Sarah Koerner as dracula in all Girl dracula.
Photo by Bob Fisher 

First UK LBQ 
Web series makes
transatlantic debut
By meliSSa waSSeRmaN

It’s same-sex in a different city in the newly 
launched Web series “She’s in London.”
 UK-based production company Planet M and 
Chicago-based production company and sub-
scription streaming service tello Films collabo-
rated on the project that takes viewers across 
the pond to contemporary London to see the 
love, sex friendship and drama within LBQ life. 
 The six-episode, weekly Web series, which 
launched Sept. 27, is the first LBQ Web series 
to come out of the United Kingdom. The prem-
ise centers on a group of women trying to save 
an iconic LBQ Soho bar from closing. The sto-
ryline follows the bar’s staff and patrons as well 
as their fight against a mainstream property 
developer who aims to carry out the gentrifica-
tion of Soho. Simultaneously, in this story, a 
love triangle forms when one of the characters 
sleeps with her best friend’s ex. 
 “I would love the London community to re-
ally think, ‘yes, there’s bits of me or bits of 
the scene I understand and it reflects me and 
I’m really excited about that and I want to tell 
people about that,’” said “She’s in London” 
creator/screenwriter and Planet M co-founder/
director Katie Bennett-Hall. “I’d love the inter-
national audience to go, ‘London is awesome.’ 
This is the first project out of the UK, we want 
to see what comes next, but mostly what I 
would love is for people to come forward and 
say, ‘I want to make a Web series too, how do 
we do that?’”
 Bennett-Hall described the Web series as a 
reflection of the real LBQ life in London, while 
being fictional. The project, the Londoner said, 
is “made by us, [made] for us.”
 “I think if we want to see it out there, no 
one else is making it, so we need to make it 
ourselves,” said Bennett-Hall of the need for 
this project.” We’re always hearing, and this is 
another reason why we started the production 
company [Planet M Productions], from LBQ 
women on the scene, ‘I don’t see myself on TV, 
none of the shows reflect me, I’m not there, 
I’m invisible. ‘ The only way we’re going to get 

Turn to page 26



By RoBiN TyleR

How do I begin to even describe what I and 
everyone else who has read and reviewed Lil-
lian Faderman’s new book, The Gay Revolution, 
think is the most well-written, researched, epic 
historical book about our movement?

First of all, I want to confess: I am in this 
book. So is my wife. But were we not in this 
book, I would still regard it as the greatest 
literary achievement chronicling our struggle 
for equal rights, human rights, liberation, and 
finally, civil rights.

Most of us know (and if you don’t, you 
should, so Google her) who Lillian Faderman is. 
She is a Lambda Literary and Stonewall Book 
Award-winning author, scholar, and retired col-
lege professor. (She is also married to Phyllis 
Irwin, and they are mothers and grandmoth-
ers).

The book starts with the 1950s, and covers 
everything from the early witch hunts of homo-
sexuals and the first attempts to fight back to 
Stonewall to Anita Bryant to “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” to the marriage-equality movement.

But what makes Faderman’s book so compel-
ling is that she did more than 150 interviews, 
not just of the famous activists, but everyday 
LGBT people who were harmed by the hatred 
against us. She depicts the rise and fall of the 
early gay-rights groups, compelling stories 

that have not been told very much, but de-
served to be. 

She gets it right about Frank Kameny and 
Barbara Gittings, who deserve being credited 
with what they called each other “The mother 
and father of the gay-rights movement.” The 
book is a page-turner, very difficult to put 
down. But I am just one activist saying that 
this is a brilliant must read book. Why believe 
just me? So, here are some quotes.

“Faderman has crafted an epic yet remark-
ably intimate work that belongs among the 
most definitive civil-rights titles, LGBT specific 
or otherwise. This book is destined to be one 
of the lasting contributions to the literature 
of the gay-rights movement.”—Chris Keech, 
Booklist

“The Gay Revolution fills a yawning gap in 
history literature, providing readers for the first 
time with a history of the entire LGBT civil-
rights movement, from its inception in 1950 
up through the current day. Anyone who reads 
Faderman’s passionate narrative will recognize 
it as a story that ennobles the human spirit 
and upholds the democratic ideals at the heart 
of this country’s founding documents.”—Da-
vid Carter, author of Stonewall: The Riots that 
Sparked the Gay Revolution

“The Gay Revolution documents the momen-
tous effort to decriminalize homosexuality and 
humanize homosexuals.”—Colonel (ret) Marga-

rethe Cammermeyer, highest ranking officer to 
challenge the military’s anti-gay policy

“Lillian Faderman has delivered the compre-
hensive account of one of the most extraordi-
nary social movements in modern history. As 
gay people approach equality under the law, 
Faderman charts the course that brought such 
remarkable changes so swiftly. It is a dynamic 
book that matches the power of the move-
ment it descries.”—Cleve Jones, founder of the 
NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt

“The Gay Revolution is the definite history 
of the gay-rights movement in America. This 
book will play with your emotions as Lillian 
Faderman takes the reader on a roller-coaster 
ride of the victories and sacrifices made by the 
LGBT community and its allies to arrive at this 
point in time. This is the story of civil rights 
for the 21st century!”—Reverend Troy D. Perry, 
Founder of the LGBT Metropolitan Community 
Churches

“The Gay Revolution will be the standard by 
which all subsequent histories are measured. 
The fact that it is written in clear English is 
in itself a cause for celebration.”—Rita Mae 
Brown, author and lesbian activist

What is so astounding about all of the re-
views (and I will let you in on a well-known 
secret) is many activists (dare I say MOST) have 
fought with each other over the decades.

So, what finally brought so many of us to 
agree on one thing? It was Lillian Faderman’s 
book The Gay Revolution, The Story of the 
Struggle. 

This book should be taught in every civil-
rights class in every high school and on every 
campus. And everyone, all of you, should buy 
it and read it. I won’t ask you to do it for us, 
the old ones who gave so much for so many 
decades. (although I want to ask, but I don’t 
need to guilt you). 

I will ask you to do it because this is the 
most honest, compelling history of our move-
ment, and if you participated, you will love re-
membering; if you did not, it will inspire you to 
passionately rise up and get involved.

This review originally ran in The advocate.

bOOK ReVIeW

The Gay Revolution:
The Story of the Struggle
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Oct. 9 book event
on Black gay 
identity
 On Friday, Oct. 9, at 7:30 p.m., Women & 
Children First Bookstore, 5233 N. Clark St., 
will host an event that centers around the 
book What Color Is Your Hoodie?
 In 13 essays, author Jarrett Neal exam-
ines several issues involving Black gay 
men, including racism, classism and even 
physical representations in the world of 
gay pornography.
 Visit www.womenandchildrenfirst.com.

LGBT history 
celebration at
Open Books Oct. 17
 Windy City Times, Open Books and Chicago 
Review Press will co-host a gathering to pro-
mote LGBT history at Open Books’ West Loop 
location, 651 W. Lake St., Saturday, Oct. 17, 
1-3 p.m.
 Families of all backgrounds are invited to 
explore the history of the LGBT rights move-
ment with author Jerome Pohlen, who will 
lead activities and read from his book Gay 
and Lesbian History for Kids.
 Part of the popular For Kids series, this 
book puts the historic struggle for LGBT 
equality into perspective Given today’s news, 
it would be easy to get the impression that 
the campaign for LGBT equality is a recent 
development, but it is only the final act in 
a struggle that started more than a century 
ago. This timely resource helps put recent 
events into context for kids ages nine and 
up. 
 After a brief history up to 1900, each chap-
ter discusses an era in the struggle for LGBT 
civil rights from the 1920s to today. The 
history is told through personal stories and 
firsthand accounts of the movement’s key 
events like the 1950s “Lavender Scare,” the 
Stonewall Inn uprising, and the AIDS crisis. 
 Readers will learn about civil-rights mav-
ericks, like Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, founder of 
the first gay-rights organization; Phyllis Lyon 
and Del Martin, who turned the Daughters of 
Bilitis from a lesbian social club into a pow-
erhouse for LGBT freedom; and Harvey Milk, 
the first out candidate to win a seat on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 
 Also chronicled are the historic contribu-
tions of famous LGBT individuals, and 21 
activities enliven the history. Kids can write 
a free-verse poem like Walt Whitman, learn 
the Madison line dance, design an AIDS quilt 
panel, and write a song parody to learn about 
the spirited ways in which the LGBT commu-
nity has pushed for positive social change.
 See http://www.open-books.org/event/
lgbt-history-celebration/.

Book explores 
‘Violence Against 
Queer People’
 In Violence against Queer People (from 
Rutgers University Press), sociologist/pro-
fessor Doug Meyer offers what a press release 
calls “the first investigation of anti-queer 
violence that focuses on the roles that race, 
class and gender play.”
 Drawing on interviews with 47 victims of 
violence, Meyer highlights the extent to 
which other forms of discrimination—includ-
ing racism and sexism—shape LGBT people’s 
experience of abuse. 
 Meyer contends that the present media 
focus on white, middle-class victims great-
ly oversimplifies and distorts the nature of 
anti-queer violence and that attempts to re-
duce this violence that ignore race, class and 
gender run the risk of helping only the most 
privileged subjects.
 The book will be released Oct. 11—Nation-
al Coming Out Day.

“glee meets  
 survivor”

“funny and     
      macabre”
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‘Freeheld’
kicks off fall
Freeheld

In 2007, director Cynthia Wade’s documenta-
ry short Freeheld—which recounted the story 
of police detective Laurel Hester and her fight 
to leave her pension to her partner Stacie An-
dree when she was diagnosed with incurable 
cancer—was released to critical acclaim and 
went on to win an Oscar. 

Laurel—who lived in the blue-collar town 
of Freeheld, New Jersey, with Stacie—came 
up against the town council, known as Free-
holders, who had it within their power to grant 
the pension. Because the couple weren’t le-
gally married, although they were registered 
domestic partners, the Freeholders (all men 
and mostly conservative) denied the pension 
even though it would mean that after Laurel’s 
death. Stacie, who worked as an auto mechanic 
and didn’t make much money, couldn’t keep up 
the mortgage payments and would lose their 
home. Enter Steven Goldstein, a fervent gay-
rights activist who was determined to help the 
couple change the minds of the Freeholders via 
a media blitz.

The short—which features an appearance by 
Hester literally on her deathbed pleading with 
the Freeholders to stand on the right side of 
history—was and is tremendously moving. It 
so affected lesbian actor Ellen Page that she 
became determined to turn the short into a 
feature film. Close to six years later, that film, 
given the same title and directed by Peter Sol-
lett (Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist), is finally 
here. In crafting the screenplay, out scribe Ron 
Nyswaner (Philadelphia, The Painted Veil), has 
fleshed out the story to include the initial ro-
mance between Laurel and Stacie (played by 
Julianne Moore and Page) and Laurel’s close 
friendship with her police detective partner, 
Dane Wells (played by Michael Shannon). 

The result is a bit formulaic (frolics on the 
beach and so forth on the one end, the stan-
dard conservative baddies thwarting the prog-
ress of LGBTQ justice on the other). And the 
portrayal of Goldstein (by Steve Carell) as the 
fey activist whose every other word seems to 
be “sweetheart” is more than a mite stereo-
typical. But the unexpected moments of humor 
are a welcome addition, the early courtship is 
awkwardly charming and the core of the story 
is almost as powerful, with Moore once again 

jerking tears and Page quietly impressive as 
Stacie. 

Freeheld ushers in the fall awards season 
with Moore and Page both hopefuls. Although 
each offers illuminating work here, I think it’s 
going to be a long haul considering all the up-
coming competition. Actually, the more likely 
award contender might be Shannon, the un-
sung star of the movie whose Dane takes center 
stage, doing his best, after overcoming his own 
prejudices, to convince his fellow macho police 
officers to truly man up and get behind their 
ailing fallen comrade in her hour of need. Josh 
Charles also has a nice supporting role as one 
of the Freeholders who morally struggles with 
some of his archconservative cohorts.

Ultimately, the movie’s nobler intentions 
outweigh its somewhat dry, familiar approach, 
presumably done to educate straight audiences 
in Capital Letters just how unjust the whole 
episode was. Yet even with everything unsubtly 
spelled out, Freeheld has tremendous heart—a 
somewhat rare commodity at the movies today 
and reason enough for audiences to take it in. 
For Our People, naturally enough, this one is a 
no-brainer.

walking in space
For the 25 minutes that The walk focuses 

on that incredible, one-of-a-kind feat of dar-
ing—the true story of Frenchman Philippe 
Petit carefully and with graceful precision al-
most dancing across a high wire spanning the 
concrete canyon of the World Trade Center’s 
Twin Towers in 1974—it is the essence of pure 
cinema. 

This is true especially when experienced in 
the vast confines of the IMAX theater (the 
sequence has the kind of visual bravura the 
format was engineered for). The previous 100 
minutes of the movie, which was directed by 
Robert Zemeckis and co-written by him along 
with Christopher Browne and Petit himself, is 
diverting in a jokey/cutesy sorta way. 

Joseph Gordon-Levitt is earnest and en-
dearing (even with zee Fronch accent) as the 
madcap dreamer who rounds up a ragtag group 
of followers to aid him in accomplishing his 
dream and though the device of Petit narrating 
his own story from atop the Statue of Liberty 
is, shall we say, a tad coy, one hangs in there 
with the long backstory knowing what’s ahead. 
Those with a fear of heights, naturally, most 
definitely should take heed before buying a 

ticket to this thrill ride and completists will 
surely want to make sure to view James Marsh’s 
mesmerizing 2008 Man on Wire, with its actual 
footage and the full complement of Petit’s ir-
resistible personality.

Slasher love
Is it possible for a slasher film to be touching 

and sweet? Surprisingly, Todd Strauss-Schul-
son’s film The Final Girls, a humorous parody 

of the popular ‘80s horror genre, answers that 
question with a resounding “yes.” Taking a 
page from Pleasantville, Max Cartwright (Amer-
ican Horror Story’s Taissa Farmiga) and her 
friends inexplicably find themselves trapped in-
side the summer camp setting of Camp Blood-
bath, a cheapo slasher pix that was the main 
claim to fame of Max’s late mother, Amanda 

Julianne moore (left) and ellen Page in Freeheld.
Photo by Phil caruso
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By RichaRd KNiGhT, JR.

KNIGhTKNIGhT
at the
movies

Miley Cyrus, Flaming
Lips show Nov. 19
 The act Miley Cyrus & Her Dead Petz has re-
vealed details behind its special limited-run 
club tour. 
 The band—featuring multi-platinum sell-
ing artist/entertainer Miley Cyrus and the 
rock band The Flaming Lips—will hit the 
road starting Nov. 19 in Chicago at the Riv-
iera Theatre. The Miley Cyrus & Her Dead 
Petz Tour will visit five additional cities with 
dates lined up in New York City, Washington, 
D.C., Detroit, Philadelphia and Boston. 
 Cyrus released her new album, Miley Cyrus 
& Her Dead Petz, for free on Aug. 30, follow-
ing her appearance as host of the 2015 MTV 
Video Music Awards.
 Tickets go on sale Oct. 7 at 4 p.m. local 
time at www.livenation.com. 

Steinem, Gay at
WC&F Oct. 29
 Women & Children First will present iconic 
feminist Gloria Steinem in conversation with 
Roxane Gay on Thursday, Oct. 29, at The Peo-
ple’s Church, 941 W. Lawrence Ave.
 Doors will open at 6:15 p.m., with the con-
versation at 7 p.m. and book signings 8-10 
p.m.
 Attendees MUST pre-order or purchase the 
hardcover version of Gloria’s forthcoming 
memoir My Life on the Road ($30.59, includ-
ing tax) from Women & Children First in the 
store, through http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com/event/gloria-steinem-conver-
sation-roxane-gay, or over the phone (773-
769-9299) in order to attend. People are 
urged to pick up books Oct. 27-29.

‘The Halloween
Gathering’ Oct. 24
 The Halloween Gathering, scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 24, aims to gather Chicago’s 
creative communities for an all-day festival, 
culminating with a festive nighttime parade 
to which the City of Chicago and neighboring 
communities are invited.
 The Halloween Gathering event will offi-
cially begin at 2 p.m. with The Halloween 
Gathering Festival. (The festival will also 
host a children’s costume parade on The Rib-
bon in Maggie Daley Park.) The parade will 
commence at 6 p.m.; it will travel north on 
Columbus Avenue from Balbo Street to Mon-
roe Street, and will be led by 13 of Chicago’s 
most influential creative leaders, who will be 
honored as “Creative Spirit Fellows.”
 See ChicagoCulturalMile.org/gathering.

miley cyrus. 

Turn to page 30



By RichaRd KNiGhT JR.

Screenwriter Ron Nyswaner worked on any 
number of interesting films (Mrs. Soffel, Love 
Hurts, Gross Anatomy) before his 1993 break-
out movie, Philadelphia, brought him notoriety 
and critical kudos (including an Oscar nomina-
tion). 
 Philadelphia was the first mainstream Holly-
wood film to tackle AIDS, bringing Tom Hanks 
an Academy Award for Best Actor and helping 
to kickstart a long-overdue national conversa-
tion on the subject. Nyswaner went on to write 
a number of equally hard-hitting films (includ-
ing the groundbreaking, gender-questioning 
Soldier’s Girl), and moved into producing and 
directing. But he also struggled in his per-
sonal life with alcohol, drugs and an abusive 
relationship with a male prostitute that he re-
counted in his best-selling 2004 memoir Blue 
Days, Black Nights. Throughout his personal 
challenges—which he has happily overcome—
the openly gay Nyswaner has continued to 
write screenplays and television shows. 

Now, with Freeheld, he has scripted the movie 
version of the story of Laurel Hester and Stacie 
Andree. After being diagnosed with incurable 
cancer, Laurel, a New Jersey police detective, 
wanted to leave her benefits to her life partner, 
Stacie. Without them, Stacie, who worked as 
an auto mechanic, wouldn’t have been able to 
stay in their home. But the town councilmen—
or “Freeholders”—of blue-collar Freeheld, New 
Jersey (where the couple resided), refused to 
grant the pension. The ensuing battle to get 
them to change their mind was movingly told 
in director Cynthia Wade’s Oscar-winning 2007 
short film Freeheld. 

Out actor Ellen Page, after seeing the short, 
was determined to get a feature made from the 
material and the result, using the same title, 
directed by Peter Sollett, arrives in theaters 
Oct. 9. 

windy city Times: how did you get in-
volved with Freeheld?

Ron Nyswaner: Ellen [Page] teamed with 
some producers and, as a group, they came to 
me. They sent me the documentary and I really 
responded to it and we started the process, I 
think, in 2009 that I began doing my research 
and began to write the first draft of the script.

wcT: can you talk about your process? it 
must be more immersive when you are writ-
ing about real people.

RN: I started by spending time with Cynthia 
and getting to know the lay of the land and 
hear how she created her film and what she 
knew about Laurel and Stacie and Dane Wells 
and the Freeholders; and just getting a thor-
ough education from Cynthia. Then one day 
Cynthia drove me down to New Jersey and that 
began a couple of visits for me down there to 
be in the house that Stacie shared with Laurel; 
to spend time with Stacie; to spend time with 
Dane Wells, and then to read everything that 
was written about them. 

As with any documentary, Cynthia had many, 
many hours recorded that didn’t make it into 
the 25-minute short documentary film so I read 
the transcript of Laurel’s interviews. In those 
transcripts, Laurel basically told her whole life 
story and both she and Stacie talked about 
their relationship. I just knew early on, and ev-
erybody came on board with it, that I wanted 
to tell the story of their love affair.

wcT: what a gift, right?
RN: Absolutely. It was very moving and it was 

also terrific to go to all the places where these 
things happened. I went to the restaurant that 

they’d eaten at, a nightclub where they had a 
date, and I really got to know Laurel and Stacie 
that way.

wcT: how is Stacie doing?
RN: I gave her a big hug when I saw her at 

the premiere; it had been a few years since I’d 
seen her. I got all teary-eyed and everything 
and she’s doing well. She has a lovely partner; 
she’s still living in the house that she shared 
with Laurel. Ellen gives a great performance 
but it’s hard for Stacie to comment on someone 
playing her; it just freaks her out but she said 
about Julianne [Moore] that that was Laurel 
onscreen; that Laurel had been brought back to 
life. It was hard for Stacie to watch the movie 
but she seems to be having a good life.

wcT: i’m thrilled to be talking with the 
writer of Philadelphia, which was such a 
breakthrough for so many in our commu-
nity and for the mainstream community as 
well. i’m curious, Ron, has the atmosphere 
changed in the business about gay-themed 
material now that you’ve returned to that 
subject? has the acceptance level changed 
in the [more than] 20 years since Philadel-
phia?

RN: I think that in some ways it has. I’ll give 
you an example. I worked on a show called Ray 
Donovan for Showtime a couple of years ago 
and my boss on the show told me that when 
she was pitching it to Showtime she pitched 
that Ray Donovan’s son would be gay and 
they said, “Oh, no, he can’t be gay” and she 
thought, “Oh, well, what is this? Homopho-
bia?” And they said, “Oh, no, no, no. … It’s 
just that every kid in our Showtime family is 
gay so we need one to be straight.” [Laughs]

wcT: wow—too much of a good thing?!
RN: Yes! I think that it’s changed in a way. 

This is the difference, Richard: If I go out and 
I pitch a story about a detective or a cop or a 
story about a doctor, male or female. If I say, 
“She’s brilliant, she went to Harvard, she has 
all these resentments against her family, she’s 
gay, she’s…” They’ll say, “Wait, hold it, ‘So, 
she’s gay?’” And I’ll say, “Yes, she’s gay” and 
they’re fine, they’re excited and think that’s 
great but they question, “So why is it impor-
tant to the story that she’s gay?” They’re not 
trying to talk me out of it; they just want me 
to justify it. And I say, “But you would never 
say that if I said she was straight.” 

You don’t have to justify why a character’s 
straight. So there’s still this thing that if a 
character is gay the theme of the material must 
somehow be about their sexuality. And that’s 
not true of straight characters. They have 
themes in their lives other than their sexual 
identity. I mean Tony Soprano does not wrestle 
that much with issues surrounding his sexual 
identity. So that’s one of the things I’m always 
trying to convince people about: that we can 
have a gay lead in a television show who is not 
wrestling with being gay. It’s a fact. He or she 
is wrestling with other issues in life as we all 
do. So that’s where it has yet to go—that’s the 
next frontier to conquer.

wcT: does part of it have to do with the 
financial? Because it’s about money with 
movies and “gay” hasn’t meant money very 
often at the box office.

RN: Everybody wants to make a movie that 
finds an audience. So if a movie made money, 
that means people saw it which I don’t think 
is a bad thing. The movie business is so de-
pendent on foreign sales and distribution; it’s 
more than half the income and I think that has 
an influence. Also, the mid-level adult dramas 
like Philadelphia, like Brokeback Mountain, like 

Freeheld, mostly happen on television now. 
There aren’t that many movies that are adult 
dramas. Movies in theaters tend to be big, 
theme-park action filled kind of things which, 
by the way, I love! I loved Mad Max; I mean, 
Tom Hardy—how can you not?

wcT: and charlize Theron? i’m right there 
with you.

RN: Exactly … to be kidnapped by both of 
them. [Laughs] So, I’m very happy to be work-
ing in cable television right now for that au-
dience. And in cable television, especially, 
people can be very complicated and audiences 
will follow along week after week. Movies you 
have one shot, so it’s risky. It’s still tough to 
get movies made about women and, yeah, still 
tough to get movies made with gay people at 
the center. There are not people out there say-
ing, “Please, bring me your movies with gay 
main characters.” They’re not saying that.

Ron Nyswaner.
Photo by Daniel Bergeron
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Free CrossTown
classes at Center
 Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., 
has teamed with CrossTown Fitness to offer 
a complimentary high-intensity training 
experience. 
 CTF certified trainer Tres Rodgers is host-
ing the Free Community Total Body Class 
at Center on Halsted. Classes will be ev-
ery Tuesday and Saturday, 7:30-8:20 a.m., 
through the end of November.
 Classes will be capped at 40 people; par-
ticipants can sign up on the CrossTown 
Fitness website (www.crosstownfitness.
com) to secure a class spot. Participants 
of a Free Community Total Body Class can 
also enjoy 25 percent off at My Fit Foods, 
located across the street from Center on 
Halsted.

Mary Chapin 
Carpenter in 
St. Charles Oct. 15

This fall, five-time Grammy Award-win-
ning singer-songwriter and 2012 Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fame inductee Mary 
Chapin Carpenter continues her series of 
intimate, acoustic performances with “A 
Special Acoustic Evening with Mary Chapin 
Carpenter.”

The tour—which marks Carpenter’s re-
turn to singing both hits and deep cuts 
from her 13-album catalog after perform-
ing with orchestras in 2014—will take her 
to St. Charles’ The Arcada Theater on Thurs-
day, Oct. 15. She will also be in Milwaukee 
on Wed., Oct. 21, and Madison, Wisconsin, 
on Friday, Oct. 23.

See MaryChapinCarpenter.com.

now playing

AARON POSNER  TELLER
A D A P T E D  &  D I R E C T E D  B Y

OF  
PENN & 
TELLER

S O N G S C H O R E O G R A P H Y

TOM WAITS
& KATHLEEN BRENNAN

PILOBOLUS
MATT KENT

312.595.5600 • chicagoshakes.com
PRODUCTION SPONSORS Timothy R. Schwertfeger and Gail Waller

SAVE UP TO 25%  
on the best seats when you subscribe

“H H H H H”
(OUT OF 5) 
TIME OUT CHICAGO

william  

SHAKESPEARE’S

http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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BAKERIES 
Roeser’s Bakery and Party 
Palace 
3216-3224 W. North Ave. 
Bakery: 773-489-6900
Party Palace: 773-489-6928 www.
RoesersCakes.com

CATERING
Berghoff Catering
17 W. Adams St.
312-408-0200
www.berghoffcatering.com
events@berghoffgroup.com
Bountiful Eatery
3312 N. Broadway St. 
773-687-9811 
www.bountifuleatery.com
Confetti Candy Buffets
847-644-2250
www.confetticandybuffets.com
www.confetticandybuffets@gmail.com

J&L Catering 
1229 N. North Branch St.
312-280-7900
www.jandlcatering.com
Pastoral Artisan Cheese, Bread 
& Wine
312-226-4382 x207 
www.partoralartisan.com
events@pastoralartisan.com
Polo Catering
3322 S. Morgan St.
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
Reza’s Catering
312-664-4500 
www.rezasrestaurant.com
Tri-Star Catering
150 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago 312-368-
8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com

DENTAL
Compass Dental
415 W. Belmont Ave.
773-525-2011
www.compassdentalchicago.com
Dr. Sims Dentistry 
5503 N. Clark St., 2nd Floor 
773-878-7467
www.GrantSimsDDS.com

ENTERTAINMENT
Artists, Events and
Entertainment Inc
312-832-1100
www.artistsandevents.com  
Becca Kaufman Orchestra
847-892-4150
www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com 
www.beatmixmusic.com
Bill Pollack Band
847-475-0411
bill@billpollackmusic.com
Bobby the Harpist
bobbyt5455@aol.com
David Edelfelt
3031 W. Hollywood Ave. 
773-878-SING (7464)
www.davidedelfelt.com SNG2ME@
aol.com
DJ Moose
marcdjmoder@gmail.com
soundcloud.com/moosebox
 Well-known DJ available for weddings 
and other special events. 
Elaine Dame
773-296-0831
www.elainedame.com
contact@elainedame.com

Kristen Kaza c/o No Small Plans 
Productions
3100 W. Logan Blvd #1
312-771-8546
no-small-plans.com
slomoparty@gmail.com
Lucy Smith’s Soul Celebration
773-844-9135
www.lucysmithjazz.com
contact@lucysmithjazz.com
Psychic Entertainment by 
Barbara G. Meyer
773-282-6556
www.bgmeyer.com

EVENT PLANNING
Amy Bloom Inc.
773-742-1753
www.amybloominc.com
info@amybloominc.com
Frank Event Design
Frank J. Andonoplas, Master Bridal 
Consultant 
5555 N. Sheridan Rd., Arcade Level 
773-275-6804 
www.frankeventdesign.com
frank@frankeventdesign.com
Audrey Gordon, Empress of 
Schmooze
312-504-3600
audrey@ag-parties.com
www.ag-parties.com
Greatest Expectations
312-994-2321
www.greatestexpectations.com

FASHION/HAIR
Jordan Hair Extensions
312-404-3053
www.chicagohairextensionssalon.org

FAVORS/INVITES
Shirts Illustrated
1340 W. Belmont Ave. 
773-871-4785
shirtsillustrated.weebly.com 
shirtsillustrated1@comcast.net
Total Promotions, Inc.
Contact David Strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com

FITNESS
Cheetah Gym 
Andersonville:
5248 N. Clark St.
773-728-7777
Edgewater:
5838 N. Broadway
773-728-6600
www.cheetahgym.com

FLOWERS 
The Blossom Boys 
9911 S. Walden Pkwy.
773-779-4400
www.theblossomboys.com
Kensington Florals & Events 
3701 W. Dempster St.
Skokie, IL
847-675-3789
www.KensingtonFlorals.com
www.facebook.com/
kensingtonflowershop

FINANCIAL
James E. Elvord, AWM, 
Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 
800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com

GIFTS
LeBlancGlassArt.com
www.leblancglassart.com
Leigh Gallery
3306 N. Halsted St.
773-472-1865
www.theleighgallery.com 
theleighgallery@comcast.net 
 
JEWELRY
Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
Marshall Pierce & Company 
29 E. Madison St., Suite 600
312-372-2415
www.marshallpierce.com
Steve Quick Jeweler 
773-751-0034
www.stevequickjeweler.com
Sparkles Fine Jewelry 
5405 N. Clark St.
773-944-9600 
www.SparklesFineJewelry.com
Tucker, Inc.
5 S. Wabash, Suite 507
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
Gayle Weiss Design Consulting
708-207-8001
www.gayleweissdesigns.com
gweiss1@comcast.net
 Creating your dream rings without 
the markup. Trade pricing at every step. 
Complimentary consultations.

LEGAL
Donald J. Boyd, Jr, Family Law
113 S. Marion St., Ste. 100
Oak Park, IL
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
Ray J. Koenig III, Clark Hill PLC
150 N. Michigan Ave., 
Suite 2700
800-949-3124
312-985-5900
rkoenig@clarkhill.com
www.clarkhill.com
Lambda Legal
312-663-4413 
www.lambdalegal.org
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss, Esq.
Law Offices of Roger V. 
McCaffrey-Boss & Associates, 
P.C.
33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800
312-263-8800
rvmlawyer@aol.com
Rosemary Mulryan,
Mulryan & York, Attorneys at 
Law
4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, Illinois 60613
773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com

LICENSES
David Orr
Cook Co. Clerk’s Office
cookcountyclerk.com/
vitalrecords/marriageequality

OFFICIANTS
Anthony Amundson 
773-784-5594 
revanthonyamundson@gmail.com
Dignity/Chicago 
www.dignity-chicago.org/content/
families
Marguerite H. Griffin
Meaningful Moments
773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com
meaningfulmarguerite@gmail.com

Living Well Ministries 
773-655-4357
www.livingwellministries.net
Rite On! Ceremonies 
Deb Rostorfer, M. Div.
312-547-0725
www.riteonceremonies.com
debrostorfer@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/
VIDEO
Bean Blossom Prod.
www.BeanBlossomProductions.net
773-727-5642
John Gress Photography
312-545-5438
http://johngress.com
Lisa Howe-Ebright 
Photography
708-710-2874
www.LHEphoto.com
Lisa@LHEphoto.com
Christopher Paul Photography
847-701-4430
www.christopherpaulphotography.com

TRAVEL
The Lattice Inn
1414 S. Hull St.
Montgomery, AL
334-263-1414
www.thelatticeinn.com 
info@thelatticeinn.com 

VENUES
A Church 4 Me MCC
1545 W. Morse Ave., Chicago
708-951-4862
www.achurch4me.org
Chicago History Museum 
1601 N. Clark St.
312-799-2254 
www.chicagohistory.org/hostevent

Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Mag Mile 
540 N. Michigan Ave.
312-836-0100 
www.chicagomarriottdowntown.com

City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph St., Chicago 312-
229-5989 
www.citywinery.com
todd@citywinery.com
Crystal Ballroom & Lounge
529 Davis St., Evanston, IL
847-570-4400 
www.crystalevanston.com/windycity
info@crystalevanston.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa
Galena, IL
800-892-2269 
www.eagleridge.com
Firehouse Chicago 
Michelle Marchisotta, venue manager 
1545 W. Rosemont Ave.
773-850-1545
GayWedding
ChicagoSite.com
847-873-7463
www.GayWeddingChicagoSite.com

Grand Geneva Resort & Spa 
7036 Grand Geneva Way,
Lake Geneva, WI 
800-558-3417 
www. GrandGeneva.com
The Grove Redfield Estate
1421 Milwaukee Ave.
Glenview, IL
847-298-0095
www.redfieldestate.org
Hilton Orrington
847-556-7940
www.orringtonevanston.hilton.com
lisa.lauren@hilton.com

InterContinental Chicago 
Magnificent Mile
505 N. Michigan Ave.
312-321-8735
www.icchicagohotel.com
JW Marriott Chicago 
151 W. Adams St.
312-660-8200
www.jwmarriottchicago.com
Keith House
1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
Maggiano’s Little Italy
516 N. Clark St.
312-644-4284 
www.maggianos.com
chicago.banquet@maggianos.com
Mars Gallery 
1139 W. Fulton Market 
312-226-7808
www.marsgallery.com 
info@marsgallery.com
Mayne Stage 
1328 W. Morse Ave.
www.maynestage.com
rentals@maynestage.com
North Shore Center for the 
Performing Arts 
9501 Skokie Blvd., Skokie, IL 
Events manager at 
847-679-9501 x 3005 
www.northshorecenter.org/rent-the-
center/
Palmer House 
Catering Team
17 E. Monroe St. 
312-422-1325
www.palmerhousehiltonhotel.com/
weddings 
palmerhousecatering@hilton.com
Polo Cafe and Catering
3322 S. Morgan St. 
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
Renaissance Chicago 
Downtown 
1 W. Wacker Dr.
312-372-7200
www.renaissancechicagodowntown.com

Sidetrack 
3349 N. Halsted St.
773-477-9189
www.sidetrackchicago.com
info@sidetrackchicago.com
St. John’s Episcopal Church
3857 N. Kostner Ave.
773-725-9026
www.stjohnschicago.com
Unity in Chicago
1925 W. Thome. Ave.
773-973-0007
www.UnityChicago.org 
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CULTURe CLUbCULTURe CLUb

A WORLD PREMIERE

A transgender woman teaches etiquette to LGBTQ youth.  
Inspired by a true story!

773-761-4477
www.lifelinetheatre.com

Sep 11 - Nov 1, 2015

MISS 
BUNCLE’S 
BOOK

Based on the novel by D.E. Stevenson

TICKETS START AT $15 
205 East Randolph Drive | HarrisTheaterChicago.org | 312.334.7777

OCTOBER 23-24, 2015  
7:30PM 

Harris Theater  
for Music and Dance

Giordano Dance Chicago 

FALL SERIES

“...supercharged sexy dancing”
– Chicago Tribune

By SeBaSTiaN SaeNZ

Saturday Night Live associate producer, come-
dian, filmmaker, YouTuber, musician, DJ and 
drag queen Greg Scarnici’s new book, I Hope 
My Mother Doesn’t Read This, is ready to lift 
eyebrows.

Experiences such as “Circuit Parties...with 
nuns” or hosting New Year’s Eve parties while 
on mushrooms have helped to describe this 
book as “sick, sordid, and perverse.” (James 
St. James) Scarnici’s music videos have been 
viewed more than 10 million times on YouTube, 

and he has worked for MTV, VH1, Fox News, CNN 
and 30 Rock. Recently, he had a little talk with 
Windy City Times about his book and upcoming 
projects.

windy city Times: have you been to chi-
cago?

Greg Scarnici: Yes, I love Chicago. ... I love 
Smart Bar.

wcT: you should visit us some time soon. 
Now, can you please describe i hope my 
mother doesn’t Read This?

GS: A collection of humorous essays about 

growing up gay in New York City and working 
in entertainment.

wcT: in the book you say that your best 
writing comes from expressing your “unique 
super-gay voice.” how is it reflected on the 
book?

GS: Time has passed, and I’m able to look 
back in an honest way, and with lots of hu-
mor. At the time it may have seemed a lot more 
tragic, depressing, or sad. ... I have no problem 
being open and honest with everything that 
I’ve done, as you can probably tell from read-
ing the book.

wcT: why did you name it after something 
sinful?

GS: A lot of these stories, to me, seem like di-
ary entries. And there is a chapter in the book, 
Diary Entries, that as a teenager you’d be mor-
tified if your mother read. So it goes back to 
personal journaling that you would write, and 
you wouldn’t like other people to read.

wcT: But why should someone read this 
book now?

GS: It reflects a time in New York City that’s 
no longer here. It’s about a lot of night clubs 
and bars and what it was like to be gay in the 
early ‘90s. Everything in New York is becoming 
kind of boring and banal, and everyone’s used 
to connecting through technology. So this re-
flects a time which people may not have expe-

rienced, or might have experienced and might 
want to relive it.

wcT: you state also that you are an “inse-
cure mess.” what would you recommend to 
young lGBTQ people regarding self-esteem?

GS: The way you feel when you’re younger 
is not a reflection of anything that happens 
after you turn 21. Slowly but surely you begin 
to realize that who you truly are is all that 
matters. For some reason a lot of people have 
a lot of pressure to fit in, or have a certain im-
age projected, and that does nothing to make 
you happy.

wcT: in the book you say, “Today, all an 
infant needs to do is reach for a Barbie doll, 
and his parents will start running around the 
house, screaming, ‘John’s transgender!’” So, 
what do you think of the new gay genera-
tion?

GS: I think it’s amazing. I just watched the 
Emmys, and Transparent won a few times, and 
all the time there were references about how 
we’re going through a transgender civil-rights 
moment right now, and I’m thrilled about that. 
And I’m thrilled that people like Caitlyn Jen-
ner are bringing transgender issues to the fore-
front. ... All lives matter, but right now people 
need to focus on that issue: transgenderism.

wcT: you also state, “my mother totally 
should have known i was gay when i told her 
i wanted to be wonder woman for halloween 
when i was 5 years old.” you even describe 
yourself now as “flaming.” So, what would 
you say to your younger self?

GS: I never really hid who I was. My way of 
not being beaten up at school was by being 
funny. The only thing I would say is that it 
really doesn’t matter that you’re gay—it’s not 
that big a deal.

wcT: how would you define your music?
GS: Well, I create house music. So even when 

I create songs for my alter ego, Levonia Jen-
kins, is based on a style of music: ‘90s house 
in New York City.

wcT: and which projects are coming?
GS: Right now, I’m shooting a music video 

for my band Undercover—the song “Under The 
Lights.” And then I’m coming up with season 
three of [my Youtube channel] Bitch, Please, 
in November. And then ... I think I’ll need to 
take a break!

i hope my mother doesn’t Read This is 
available on amazon, and is also available 
as an eBook.

Visit gregscarnici.com.

bOOKS

Read this!
Chatting with ‘I Hope My Mother...’ 
author Greg Scarnici

visibility is if we do it ourselves. And if we do 
it ourselves, it’s going to be the most reflective 
and the most representative and enjoyable. The 
process of making stuff is enjoyable too. “
 Bennett-Hall came up with the idea for She’s 
in London about nine years ago. Her initial 
idea has been shaped through collaboration 
with “London” producer Kat Holmes and direc-
tor Stuart Dunlop and has evolved to keep rel-
evance. The characters, Bennett-Hall said, have 
remained driven by her own personal experi-
ences and resemble some people in her own 
life, like her best friend. 
 “It very much reflects that rebound, post-
breakup finding yourself, exploring, experi-
menting, not making the wisest decisions, 
growth phase and self discovery,” Bennett-Hall 
said. “Personally, that was an interesting time 
and a time in my own life I really needed to 
go through. Luckily, shortly after that I met 
Naomi, who eventually became my wife. I think 
you have to go through those exciting rebel-
lious, interesting , unsettled, chaotic phases to 
meet different people and find the people you 
might want to settle down with.”
 The cast features MIRI, Clare Hopes, Joanna 
Ludlow, Kerry Leigh, Lauren Karl, Rachael Cook-
sey, Natasha Rebuck, Jake Graf, Adwoa-Alexsis 
Mintah and Sarah Lavender.
 “Yes, there’s been an explosion in LGBT char-
acters on screen, particularly in the U.S., but 
it’s still not a normalized experience for many 

young people and it’s really what it’s mainly 
about for me,” said Holmes, who also wrote 
and produced the 2013 LGBT festival circuit hit 
“Submerge.” “I think we tried to have a real 
mix of characters and we tried to make them as 
three-dimensional as we could within the con-
straints of what’s effectively only a 48-50-min-
ute production.”
 “It’s really great to have a strong, really di-
verse, really kind of different from each other 
female cast that really complement each other 
and have a great chemistry,” said Bennett-Hall.
 The Web series’ soundtrack also features mu-
sic from LGBTQ musicians.
 “We’re really pleased to work with our own 
talent, to showcase their music and mix it 
up and match it really well to the storyline,” 
said Bennett-Hall. “It’s just fantastic to bring 
everything around making the series is about 
utilizing the community. Also, there’s cameos 
from a couple of LBQ radio shows. So, we really 
tried on a multimedia level to bring different 
contributors to the content.”
 “I think that it’s definitely a key mission to 
showcase UK LBQ life to the U.S.,” Holmes 
said. “Because Tello’s our platform and every-
thing on there is American, it’s about bringing 
a bit of diversity to the audiences. I think the 
key plot about the gentrification of these inner 
city spaces and the pushing out of LGBT cafes 
and bars is a really important theme for me. It’s 
not just happening in London.”
 To learn more and watch episodes of She’s in 
London, visit http://bit.ly/SILwebseries.

WEB SERIES from page 20
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“I’d rather be too tight than too loose.”—Tom 
daley tells the guy putting a harness on him for 
bungee jumping. When you think about it, that’s 
really good advice for a myriad of reasons—es-
pecially for a lad in his early 20s. Once you get 
a bit older, your options dwindle significantly.

Sometimes this column writes itself. I’m just 
a vessel. So we begin with matt damon, who is 
welcomed to fill my vessel any time. He found 
himself in a heap of trouble with headlines that 
screamed: “Matt Damon Warns Gay Actors to Stay 
in the Closet.” But anyone who read the inter-
view realized that’s not what he said ... well, 
not exactly. Matt’s point (and he does have one) 
could be summed up in a better quote: “You’re 
a better actor the less people know about you.” 
Can anyone argue with that? Does anyone not go 
into a Tom Cruise movie with more baggage than 
we’re allowed to take on a plane? What about 
John Travolta? Yeah, he’s a blank slate! Or Kevin 
Spacey. Even when he’s playing a role, I know in 
the back of my mind that he brought his moth-
er to the Oscars and made Jonathan Silverman 
very uncomfortable when they were neighbors. 
(Maybe I’m the only one thinking that since it’s 
something Jon told me in confidence—oops.)

When asked by the UK Guardian if it’s harder 
for actors to be openly gay in Hollywood, Damon 
said: “I’m sure. When Ben and I first came on 
the scene there were rumors that we were gay 
because it was two guys who wrote a script to-
gether. It’s just like any piece of gossip ... and it 
put us in a weird position of having to answer, 
you know what I mean? Which was then really 
deeply offensive. I don’t want to, like [imply] it’s 
some sort of disease—then it’s like I’m throwing 
my friends under the bus. 

“But at the time, I remember thinking and 
saying, Rupert Everett was openly gay and this 
guy—more handsome than anybody, a classically 
trained actor—it’s tough to make the argument 
that he didn’t take a hit for being out. I think 
you’re a better actor the less people know about 
you period. And sexuality is a huge part of that. 
Whether you’re straight or gay, people shouldn’t 
know anything about your sexuality because 
that’s one of the mysteries that you should be 
able to play.”

All I got out of that is Matt’s got a little man-
crush on Rupert Everett! When he first came 
out, Rupert was cocky, arrogant, abrasive and 
often smelled. “Difficult to work with” doesn’t 
even scratch the surface. He certainly wasn’t 
the model of professionalism, so I suspect being 
gay was the least of his offenses—although I’m 
sure it didn’t help. Back to Matt. He clarified his 
point on Ellen: “I was just trying to say actors 
are more effective when they’re a mystery. And 
somebody picked it up and said I said gay actors 
should get back in the closet. Which is like, I 
mean, it’s stupid, but it is painful when things 
get said that you don’t believe.” I hope we’ve 
cleared that up.

With all the brouhaha about the pope’s brief 
meeting with Kim Davis, another story kinda got 
lost in the shuffle. The only person who had a 
private audience with Pope Francis was a gay 
man—who brought his partner. yayo Grassi, an 
openly gay Argentine, is a former student of the 
pontiff. Back in 1964, Francis taught literature 
and psychology at a high school in Santa Fe, Ar-
gentina. Grassi was one of his students. Accord-
ing to Grassi, “Three weeks before the trip, he 
called me on the phone and said he would love 
to give me a hug.” 

Not only did he hug Grassi, but a photo shows 

the Pope hugging Grassi’s partner of 19 years, 
Iwan Bagus. Grassi shared another anecdote. In 
2010, he read that the then-Cardinal Bergoglio 
had publicly condemned legalization of same-
sex marriage. Yayo wrote a long letter to the 
cardinal expressing disappointment. He got an 
email back, apologizing for the tone of the com-
ments published (which he said were taken out 
of context), and adding, “I want you to know 
that in my work there is absolutely no place for 
homophobia.” See? Not everything is black and 
white.

Another story making the rounds this week is 
the aftermath of danny Pintauro’s revelation 
that he is HIV-positive. While he apparently told 
co-stars Judith light and Tony danza eons ago, 
alyssa milano was left out of the loop. During 
an appearance on The Talk, Milano said that she 
hasn’t been in touch with Pintauro for years: 
“When the show ended, it was a different time—
we didn’t have cell phones or Facebook or any-
thing, so I would have been calling his parents 
being like, ‘Hi, can I talk to Danny?’  We didn’t 
have texting or anything.” Milano did get teary 
when she proclaimed, “He is a beacon of light, 
and he will be. I’m proud.” As it turns out, this 
is a phrase Pintauro has embraced. He told the 
women of The View that he has quit his lucrative 
job as a manager at PF Chang’s in Las Vegas to 
take a year off and do a “Beacon of Light” tour. 
He’d like to appear at fundraisers and gay-pride 
events nationwide. And you know what that 
means: Once again, I’m out of a job!

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Ignacio in 
San Diego: “Who is that hot piece of papi ass on 
Dancing With The Stars? I know he’s married, but 
he’s muy caliente .... you must have something 
on him.”

One of the most interesting things about car-
los Pena Jr. is that once he married Alexa Vega, 
they fused their last names and became PenaVe-
ga. The 26-year-old entertainer is 5’6”, and one 
of those hot little guys that you can just carry 
around in your front (or back) pocket. He was in 
the band Big Time Rush and certainly has great 
energy in addition to a hot, tight body you know 
can rock you all night long. FYI, he’ll be play-
ing Kenickie in FOX’s Grease: Live. In addition to 
some racy pics, we actually have come across a 
video of him in the nude! We presume it was his 
wife who filmed him sitting on the toilet singing 
“I Want It That Way” and accompanying himself 
on the ukulele. It is really hot, so check it out at 
BillyMasters.com.

When the pope is calling former students and 
Milano can’t call Pintauro, it’s time to end yet 
another column. As I’m dashing to Florida for 
the MiFo LGBT Film Festival on Oct. 9-18 (MiFo 
stands for Miami/Fort Lauderdale), and for Pride 
Fort Lauderdale on Oct. 10-11. To keep track of 
my comings and goings, go to www.BillyMasters.
com, the site that never sleeps. If you’ve got 
a question, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.
com, and I promise to get back to you before 
we get another nude toilet video with a ukulele! 
So, until next time, remember, one man’s filth is 
another man’s bible.

bILLY
Masters

bILLYbILLYbILLY
MastersMastersMasters

Tom daley’s tight—just ask him.
Photo by Gareth cattermole/Getty Images
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Felicity St. James’ Birthday 
Extravaganza

Fri., oct. 9, 11 pm
club Krave, 13126 S. western 

ave., Blue island, ill.
50 never looked so good! Cake will be 
thrown. Special guest DJ Catalyst.

nightspots

TO-DO
the big

oUR weeKly PicKS To PlaN
yoUR NiGhTliFe caleNdaR

Oktoberfest

Sun., oct. 11, 5 pm
Roscoe’s, 3356 N. halsted St.
Dust off your lederhosen and join 
hosts Frida Lay and Mercedes Tyler for 
$1 Miller Lite drafts, $3 Leinenkugel’s 
Oktoberfest drafts, free German buffet, 
go-go boys and giveaways.

By aNdRew daViS

Things may initially prove to be a tad deceptive 
at Bernie’s lunch & Supper (660 N. Orleans St.; 
http://bernieslunchandsupper.com/). 
 For one, the meal I had was brunch—a concept 
that belies the restaurant’s name, and may con-
fuse people who walk by the establishment on a 
weekend day. For another, Bernie’s advertises itself 
as bringing “a new take on Mediterranean cuisine 
to Chicago’s River North neighborhood.” However, 
stopping in there this past weekend, it was appar-
ent that this new brunch concept (so new that it 
wasn’t on the website as of Oct. 4) has more of an 
all-American approach.
 Neither finding is bad—just unexpected.
 Another surprise comes in the form of the servers, 
who wear what resemble gas-station attendants 
shirts with names on them—but NOT the servers’ 
actual names. (Got that?) So our server was Jeff, 
although the name on his shirt was “Clancy.” Also, 
the rustic contemporary decor and even the music 

(‘60s and ‘70s soul) may throw off patrons expect-
ing something with an Italian or Middle Eastern 
vibe, but nonetheless convey an open and welcom-
ing feel.
 However, the culinary fare at Bernie’s (which 
telegenic chefs Ryan Sand and Zack Sklar co-own) 
is pretty impressive.
 The brunch menu is divided into small plates, 
sandwiches, salads, wood-oven offerings, sides and 
large plates. Forgoing the sweets (partially because 
the blueberry muffin was not available), my din-
ing companion and I had a large and more-than-
satisfying salad of lettuces with radishes, herb 
salad, green goddess dressing and bread crumbs. 
(The cocktails, which include beermosas and Blood 
Marys, are pretty solid.)
 However, for me, the high point was the fines 
herb omelette, with fontina cheese and crispy po-
tatoes—it was a dish that was extremely tasty and 
creamy. This one, as they say, was worth the price 
of admission.

 My friend loved the roasted oysters, served with 
chorizo butter and potato—even if he accidentally 
mistook the bed of salt for rice. Lastly, the patatas 
bravas, with garlic aioli and marinara sauce pro-
vided a tasty conclusion. (On second thought, it 
was good that we bypassed the muffin.)
 Regarding the cuisine, Sand told Windy City 
Times that there are such items as cheeseburgers 
and steaks because every good Chicago restaurant 
has to have such items. On another day, I’ll have 
to try those offerings (as well as the lamb hashwi, 
which has gotten universal raves). 
 Next time, I’ll have a better handle on what to 
expect.

the DIShthe DISh
Weekly Dining Guide in

WINDY CITY TIMeS

SAVOR 

Bernie’s Lunch
& Supper

The patatas bravas (left) and the herb omelette 
(above) at Bernie’s lunch & Supper.
Photos by Andrew Davis

Dixie Wins a Talent Show ... 
Again

wed., oct. 7
Berlin, 954 w. Belmont ave.

Well, we all know Dixie will win, but 
who win the second place prize of $75 
or $50 for third place? Contestants 
include Dymond C. Calloway, Bijou 
Sinclaire, Ali Clayton, Fox E. Kim and 
more.

a September ‘Sync it!
Photos by Jed Dulanas

SIDETRACK
Fridays at The Sofo Tap are Grrr-eat!

Photos by Kyle Henderson

THE SOFO TAP
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Wed., Oct. 7
Genderqueer chicago A grassroots group 

that works to create safe spaces for every-
one to talk about, think about, explore and 
express gender.   7:00pm - 8:15pm   Center 
on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St.

Jazz’n on the South Side Featuring Dee Al-
exander. Tickets: $15 (includes one drink)  
7:00pm   Carribean Cove, 8020 S. King Dr., 
Chicago, IL, (312) 856-7992

Ron childress Ron Childress (And West is 
West) in conversation with Susan Nuss-
baum (Good Kings, Bad Kings). Reading, 
signing, and discussion  7:30pm   Women 
& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.womenandchildren-
first.com

Joan armatrading me myself i tour The 
British singer/songwriter/guitarist/instru-
mentalist, best known for such worldwide 
hits as “Love And Affection,” “Me Myself 
I,” “Drop The Pilot” and many more, per-
forms for nearly two hours per show shar-
ing the highlights of her extensive career, 
singing, playing guitar and piano. Doors 
open 6 pm. Through Oct. 9. 8:00pm - 
11:00pm   City Winery Chicago  1200 W 
Randolph St Chicago  http://www.jo-
anarmatrading.com  Tickets: http://www.
citywinery.com/chicago/catalogsearch/
result/?q=armatrading

Thursday, Oct. 8
open Gym Volleyball Every Monday and 

Thursday for 18 and over. All gender and 
experience levels welcome. Cost $7/night 
or $30/month.  6:00pm - 9:00pm   Center 
on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago

Fabulunch Series Once a month Columbia 
College Chicago students, faculty and staff 
are welcome to join Office of LGBTQ Culture 
and Community for a free lunch and engag-
ing conversations throughout the semester 
with LGBTQ and ally students, faculty and 

staff.   12:00pm   Multicultural Affairs, 
Columbia College Chicago 618 S Michigan 
Ave, 4th Floor, Chicago  https://www.face-
book.com/events/1600402736877455/

She100 Quarterly meeting & Social Mem-
bers will give presentations followed by 
mixing and mingling, with snacks. Check 
in with security desk with photo ID. RSVP 
and contact info at the link.  6:00pm - 
8:30pm   Trading Technologies, 10th Floor, 
222 S. Riverside Plaza, Chicago  https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/she100-quarterly-
meeting-social-tickets-18865595504

Queer Tango A beginner and intermediate 
Argentine Tango class designed specifically 
for the LGBTQ communities led by Paola 

Borden (Second Place winner at the USA 
Championships for Argentine Tango in 
2015). $15.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago

Parents of Trans* individuals Conversa-
tion and support for parents of Trans* 
individuals who identify as Transgender or 
are questioning their gender identity. Free.  
7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 
N Halsted

Gerber/hart library community meeting 
Discuss the state of the Library and Ar-
chives in 2015. The meeting takes place in 
the Sandfield Exhibit Gallery at the Library.  
7:00pm   Gerber Hart Library and Archives  
6500 N Clark St Chicago  (773) 381-8030

Friday, Oct. 9
4th annual “do ask, do Tell” conference 

Symposium on health needs and resourc-
es for LGBT veterans, active duty service 
members, families, friends and health 
care providers. More information to come.   
9:00pm - 4:30pm   Searle Conference Cen-
ter, Rush University Medical Center Profes-
sional Office Building. 5th Floor (Elevator 
II), 1725 W. Harrison St., Chicago

man cave A peer-led group for individuals 
that were assigned female at birth (AFAB) 
AND ALSO who identify as either: FtM 
(female-to-male), trans*masculine, gen-
derqueer/non-conforming and masculine, 
or who are questioning their gender. Free.  
6:30pm - 8:30pm   Center on Halsted  3656 
N Halsted Chicago

lGBTQ artists Gallery opening Occurring 
every 6-7 weeks throughout the year, 
Center on Halsted opens its doors to com-
munity artists to display their work. Sug-
gested donation for opening $5 at door. 
Ongoing exhibition free. 2nd and 3rd floor 
galleries.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago

The Black & Tan Supper club About Face 
Theatre presents its 3rd annual gala. Cock-
tails, fine dining and virtual non-stop 
entertainment to celebrate About Face’s 
20th anniversary. Hannaniah Whitley will 
be serving up classic and contemporary 
jazz standards with her quartet  7:00pm 
- 10:00pm   Hotel InterContinental  505 

N Michigan Ave Chicago  (773) 784-8565  
Tickets: http://www.aboutfacetheatre.org

andersonville arts weekend opening 
reception Featuring the works of Brian 
Schutz and Michael McGuire. Las Manos 
will be participating in the 13th annual 
Andersonville Arts Weekend, when all of 
Andersonville hosts artists, Oct. 9,10 and 
11.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Las Manos Gallery  
1515 W Foster Ave Chicago  http://www.
LasManosGallery.blogspot.com

Jarrett Neal What Color Is Your Hoodie?: 
Essays on Black Gay Identity Reading 
and signing  7:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Saturday, Oct. 10 
depression & Bipolar Support alliance 

(lGBTQ) Support meeting to talk about ill-
nesses, symptoms, treatment, doctors, and 
personal issues such as dating, relation-
ships and work. Every Saturday.   11:00am 
- 12:30am   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted St.,  http://dbsa-glbt-chicago.com

youth Sharing Stories: creating change 
National Coming Out Day celebration with 
2016 Creating Change conference host 
committee. Storytelling and performances. 
Every year LGBTQ people and youth get to-
gether to share theirs stories about “com-
ing out”and living their lives genuinely 
on National Coming Out Day. Free, open 
to the public, all ages welcome. More in-
formation on Facebook.  1:00pm - 3:00pm   
University of Illinois in Chicago’s Puja 
Gallery, 1255 S Halsted St.;  http://Creat-
ingChange.org

chicago area Gay & lesbian chamber of 
commerce lynfred winery wine Tasting 
& lunch Guided wine tasting and tutorial 
along with paired wines for each course 
of lunch. Transportation provided from 
and back to the Chamber Headquarters/
MB Bank parking lot.  11:00pm - 3:30pm   
Wheeling, IL  Tickets: http://glchamber.
org/wine-tasting-lunch-at-lynfred-winery/

Sunday, Oct. 11
The lighthouse church of chicago Multi-

ethnic and LGBT-inclusive with Pastor 

Jamie Frazier,  10:00am   Uptown Under-
ground, 4707 N. Broadway St., Chicago  
http://www.lighthousechicago.org

oPalGa october Potluck BYOB, partners, 
kids, and dishes to share. Guests always 
welcome.  3:00pm   Contact organizer for 
location  http://opalga.org/

Monday, Oct. 12
chicago ideas week Chicago Ideas Week 

(CIW) celebrates its five-year anniversary 
this October 12-18, 2015 with a lineup of 
over 150 globally renowned speakers, more 
than 30 Talks and Conversations discuss-
ing a wide range of topics and 75 behind-
the-scenes, hands-on labs that will take 
attendees to Chicago’s most innovative 
organizations and businesses.   12:00am - 
11:45pm   103.5 KISS FM  233 N Michigan 
Ave; https://www.chicagoideas.com/ 

Gay Fathers of metropolitan chicago A 
confidential, safe and welcoming peer-led 
discussion group for gay men with chil-
dren. Free.  7:00pm - 8:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted  

Tuesday, Oct. 13
chicago ideas: Race in america Speakers 

Tanner Colby, co-host of the podcast “Our 
National Conversation About Conversa-
tions About Race,” and Deray McKesson, 
a civil rights activist and member of ac-
tivist group We The Protestors.   4:00pm 
- 5:30pm   Venue Six10  Spertis Institute 
610 S. Michigan Ave. Chicago  https://
www.chicagoideas.com/talks/123  Tickets: 
https://www.chicagoideas.com/talks/123

Wed., Oct. 14
a city divided: Reimagining the Future 

of Race in chicago Chicago is one of the 
most diverse cities in the U.S. and the 
most segregated. Experts, including Nata-
lie Moore, South Side Reporter for WBEZ, 
discuss Chicago’s past, present and future.   
12:00pm - 1:00pm   Joffrey Tower, 10 E. 
Randolph St., Chicago  https://www.chica-
goideas.com/events/597  Tickets: https://
www.chicagoideas.com/events/597

COMMUNITY
CALeNDAR

DULCeT JOAN

Joan armatrading is 
performing at city winery, 

1200 w. Randolph St.
Photo by Todd V. Wolfson

Oct. 7-9
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ADVERTISE HERE
adVeRTiSe heRe: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ANTIQUES

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
QUicKBooK BooKKePeR aVailaBle.  Accounts Pay-
able/Accounts Receivable, Invoicing, Collections, 
Time Tracking, Bank & Credit card reconciliations, Fi-
nancial Statements, Journal Entry, Reports for accoun-
tants for year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
cheSTNUT cleaNiNG SeRViceS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

COUNSELING
SUPPoRT/TheRaPy meN’S GRoUP There are currently 
two openings in an ongoing support/therapy group 
for gay men over the age of 40. If interested in being 
part of a milieu exploring what it means to be gay and 
middle-aged, consider joining. contact: scylle.me@
gmail.com. (9/30/15-1)

holiSTic coUNSeliNG & coachiNG. We all natu-
rally grow when given the right environment. I’ve 
witnessed this in my clients and myself. For over 20 
years I’ve worked with adults, families and couples. 
My specialities include depression, anxiety, grief/loss, 
trauma, addiction, life transitions, spiritual, financial 
and career concerns. You don’t have to go it alone. I’d 
be happy to help you. holistic counseling & coach-
ing. david Gish, lcSw. offices downtown, North-
side, western & Northern Suburbs. 312.970.0147 
(10/14/15-4)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
maRRiaGe  eQUaliTy – loVe wiNS. maKe yoUR 
home ToGeTheR  looK FaBUloUS!  We do bath-
rooms, carpentry, drywall repairs, deck cleaning, 
staining and painting. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bond-
ed-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Estimates! andy 
oncall 847-328-3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  
(10/14/15-56)

MASSAGE
maSSaGe FiRST-claSS aSiaN male maSSeUR. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 
(12/16/15-15)

MEDIATION SERVICES
mcdoNoUGh maRiTal mediaTioN SeRViceS Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
call Virginia 630.355.7055 or mcdonoughmedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.mcdonoughmediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
iNclUSiVe caTholic commUNiTy. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
aRe yoU iNTellecTUally GiFTed? Are you interested 
in meeting other LGBTs like you? Come join the LGBT 
and Allies Special Interest Group in Chicago Area Men-
sa. To inquire, contact lgbta@chicago.us.mensa.
org. (4/20/16-52)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
woNdeRiNG whaT To do wiTh ThoSe wiNdowS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-799-
8707. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (12/9/15-13)

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
dr.edwardfajardo@gmail.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Look for Dr. Edward Fajardo on Facebook

CLASSIFIeDS

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Pre-Marital Agreements  • 

LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts • Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, Ill., 60302
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

ONE BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
edGewaTeR commUTeR adVaNTaGe. From this one 
bedroom walk to beach, red line, bus or go shopping. 
Large kitchen with pantry and dinning room. Big bed-
room with unique and large closets. $925 with heat. 
Plus laundry, patio and storage. call 773-275-3216. 
(10/21/15-3)

TWO BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
edGewaTeR commUTeR adVaNTaGe. From this large 
two bedroom walk to beach, red line, bus or go shop-
ping. Big kitchen with pantry. First floor huge living 
room.$1500 with heat. Plus laundry, storage and pa-
tio. call 773-275-3216 (10/21/15-3)

ReAL eSTATe

ANTIQUE &
COLLECTIBLE MARKET

Oct. 10 & 11
Sat 10-4; Sun. 8-3/ $7

Early Buyers: 8am - 10am /$25
Lake County Fairgrounds
(1060 E. Peterson Rd.) Grayslake

HAUNTED
HALLOWEEN

Flea Market
Saturday, Oct 24th

3pm-12am / $7 
COME IN COSTUME

Live Music, Spooky Fun,
Hay Rides, Costume Contest

Zombie Crawl
Dupage County Fairgrounds

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

Plus! VINTAGE CLOTHING
& ACCESSORIES

(Malin Akerman).
Max and her friends do their best to outwit 

the machete-wielding killer while trying to 
convince the stock cast of stereotypical slasher 
movie characters (the slut, the stud mufffin, 
the horndog, the ditz, etc.) that they’re all 
about to be killed. The movie has plenty of 
well-earned laughs, but it’s the tender relation-
ship between Max and Amanda that really sets 
the film apart from other less-than-successful 
attempts at this often-parodied genre. The film 
is available VOD or in Chicagoland at AMC Bar-
rington (175 Studio Drive, South Barrington). 
https://www.facebook.com/TheFinalGirls

humboldt Park queens
I hadn’t heard about Josue Pellot and Hen-

rique Cirne-Lima’s 2011 documentary i am the 
Queen until an email from the publicist for the 
film’s VOD/DVD release on Oct. 6 crossed my 
email inbox. But I am happy to play catch-up 
with this engrossing 75-minute glimpse into 

the lives of the Puerto Rican transgender com-
munity in Humboldt Park (my own neighbor-
hood). 

The movie follows a quartet of trans teen 
girls as they prepare to compete in a local 
beauty pageant, presided over by their men-
tor and teacher, Ginger Valdez, a longtime HIV 
activist and trans performer. The girls and their 
supportive—and sometimes not-so-support-
ive—families and friends make great camera 
subjects as they describe with wit, heart and 
sass the difficulties of their everyday lives. 
The DVD release includes deleted and alternate 
scenes, a photo gallery and more. http://hcir-
nelima.wix.com/iamthequeen#!

MOVIES from page 22

?? ?

?LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
ANSWER:

Glenn Milstead
Questions from That’s So Gay! A Game of LGBTQ 

Discovery, a 2400-question board game available from 
Women & Children First Books and on Amazon.com.

From page 15

Pioneer, an anti-Semitic British magazine of 
the far right in the 1930. The article’s last point 
likely refers to the fact that, at age 40, Trav-
ers adopted a son, Camillus, who discovered he 
was a twin at age 17. Upon learning this—and 
that his twin grew up poor in Ireland—his re-
lationship with Travers became strained.
 It is entirely possible that Travers adopted 
Camillus so she would have someone to love. 
While she lived with Burnand, and was close 
to Orage, her rumored same-sex encounters 
may have happened without being disclosed. 
This is likely because Travers was alive (and 
prominent) during the era when women did not 
discuss relationships outside of marriage. Fe-
males in those days were expected to marry; if 
they lived together, there was always specula-
tion about them being lovers. Moreover, if a 
woman lived alone, it was presumed she was 
likely promiscuous. Travers was certainly sharp 
enough—and discreet enough—not to let 
anyone know her true nature. For all anyone 

knows, she could have been asexual, given how 
little evidence there is of any lover(s).  
 But whether Travers was asexual, bisexual 
or something else entirely, it was certainly 
a taboo at the time for a woman to be inti-
mately involved with other women. As Travers 
was gaining fame as a children’s author, the 
exposure of a same-sex relationship could have 
been especially harmful to her career. (Travers 
was made an Officer of the Order of the British 
Empire in 1977.) This may account for why she 
felt she needed to maintain privacy.
 Travers never published an autobiography. 
And while the news articles and biographies 
hint at what might have been, all anyone can 
really do is speculate. 
 Gary m. Kramer is an award-winning, Phil-
adelphia-based film critic. he is a contribut-
ing writer to Philadelphia Gay News, Salon.
com, indiewiRe and various other media 
outlets. he is the author of independent 
Queer cinema: Reviews and interviews and 
co-editor of directory of world cinema: ar-
gentina.

TRAVERS from page 14
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1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

James e. elvord, awm 
First Vice President  
Financial Advisor

500 West Madison Street, Suite 2500
Chicago, IL 60661
(312) 559-1738 | (800) 683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com

© 2015 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital 
Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

You Have unique needs,  
i Can Help.

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Charles Jones
(773) 935-8700
(773) 915-3271 Cell/Text
cjones@nfwchicago.com
www.nfwchicago.com

2014 Angie’s List 
Super Service Award

Gay owned and operated 
Chicago small business 

since 2007

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects 
including Wood, 
    Laminate, Carpet,  
     Vinyl and Tile.
      Window Covering 
       Projects from 
         Shades to 
          Shutters to 
          Draperies.

We Bring the Showroom To You®

Schedule a Free Estimate
Mention this ad for 

a 20% discount

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

• Buyers

• Sellers

• Rentals

• Consulting

• Advice

RE/MAX is a worldwide leader in selling real estate. Offices are locally 
owned and operated by Brokers who are experts in their markets. The 
combination of global resources and locally expertise gives clients of 
RE/MAX agents the EDGE they need to buy, sell or rent their homes.

Get the REAL ESTATE Edge!
Mark Zipperer / RE/MAX Edge

773.435.1601 / mzipperer@remax.net
3843 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL, 60613
www.chicagorealestateedge.com

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 779-8707

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

We offer the following services:
Psychiatric Evaluations

Medication Management
Psychological Counseling

Call or drop in to schedule an appointment today!

773·989 ·9691
or email to info@uptownmentalhealth.com

1021 West Lawrence Avenue
Corner of Kenmore and Lawrence · Chicago, Illinois 60640

UPTOWN MENTAL HEALTH
Your Mind Matters

uptownmentalhealth.com
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mbusa.com/GLA

Designed for everyone.
Ready for anything.
Find your drive. The Mercedes-Benz GLA.

2016 GLA 45 AMG shown in Mountain Grey with optional equipment ©2015 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

http://www.mbusa.com/gla



