
By Ross FoRman 

Dr. Kai M. Green has crisscrossed 
the country, having been born and 
raised in Oakland, California, and 
then at age 15 moving to Mas-
sachusetts to attend an all-girls 
boarding school and then on to 
Williams College. Next it was off to 
Los Angeles to pursue a Ph.D. at 
the University of Southern Califor-
nia.
 And since last summer, Green has 
called Chicago’s Rogers Park neigh-
borhood home—and he is now in 
the middle of a two-year program, 
the Sexualities Project at North-
western (SPAN) postdoctoral Fel-
low. Green teaches in the African-
American Studies Department and 
Gender and Sexuality Studies Pro-
gram at Northwestern. 
 He also is a member of BYP100, 
an activist member-based organi-
zation of Black 18-35 year-olds, 
dedicated to creating justice and 
freedom for all Black people. Plus, 
Green spends considerable amounts 
of time on #Blacklivesmatter cam-
paigns, initiatives, events and 
more—in and outside of the uni-
versity.
 “I think there are many diverse 
Black communities,” said Green, 
30, a queer trans man who is part-
nered. “Whenever I enter a space, 
or am engaging in building com-
munity, I take the time to listen, 
observe, be mindful of and honor 
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By Lisa KEEn
KEEn nEws sERvicE

In a decision that could provide important 
remedies to thousands of LGBT federal workers 
who might face sexual orientation discrimina-
tion, the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) ruled July 15 that existing 
federal law prohibits employment discrimina-
tion against federal workers based on sexual 
orientation.

Lambda Legal hailed the ruling as a “land-
mark” decision, saying it “authoritatively rec-
ognizes that federal workers mistreated be-
cause of their sexual orientation have a claim 
under Title VII.” Lambda added that the de-
cision could have a positive impact for LGBT 
employees beyond the federal workplace.

“This ruling is likely to have enormous posi-
tive effects because EEOC interpretations of 
Title VII are highly persuasive to the courts,” 
said Lambda Legal Employment Fairness Strate-
gist Greg Nevins. “Given the clarity and logic 
of this opinion, most courts are likely to stop 
simply referring to old, illogical rulings about 
Title VII coverage. A few may disagree, but 
most probably will be guided by the Commis-
sion’s straightforward approach.”

President Clinton signed an executive order 
in 1998 to prohibit discrimination based on 
sexual orientation against federal civilian em-
ployees. And last April, President Obama added 
a prohibition against gender identity discrimi-
nation and discrimination by federal contrac-
tors.

“The EEOC decision,” explained Nevins, “af-
fords a concrete remedy directly to the ag-
grieved party, i.e., the usual remedies available 
under Title VII.  Under the president’s execu-
tive order, discrimination could result in signif-
icant penalties for the employer/government 
contractor, but wouldn’t directly result in the 
target of discrimination being made whole.”

The decision is one that has been in the mak-
ing at EEOC for some time. Last October, the 
EEOC filed a brief in a Seventh Circuit federal 
appeals court case, arguing that the EEOC and 
an increasing number of courts have recog-
nized that “intentional discrimination” based 
on sexual orientation “can be proved to be 
grounded in sex-based norms, preferences, ex-
pectations, or stereotypes.”

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 pro-
hibits employment discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex and national origin. 
It also prohibits an employer from retaliating 
against an employee who files a discrimination 
complaint.

In the current EEOC case, Complainant v. 
Anthony Foxx, an air-traffic control supervisor 
(who was not publicly identified by name) as-
serted that he was fired in retaliation for filing 
a complaint that he had been passed over for a 
promotion because he was gay.

The employee filed a complaint three years 
ago after being fired from his position as a 
supervisory air-traffic controlspecialist at Mi-
ami International’s control tower. He said he 
was fired in retaliation for filing a complaint 
alleging he was passed over for a promotion 
because he was gay. But the Equal Employment 
Opportunity office of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration dismissed his complaint.

The EEOC’s July 15 decision did not deter-
mine whether the employee’s FAA supervisors 
had, in fact, discriminated against the employ-
ee based on his sexual orientation; rather it 
sent that question back to the FAA, directing it 
to process it as an EEO complaint.

In doing so, the EEOC decision states that 
“Title VII’s prohibition of sex discrimination 
means that employers may not ‘rely upon sex-
based considerations’ or take gender into ac-
count when making employment decisions….
This applies equally in claims brought by les-

bian, gay, and bisexual individuals under Title 
VII.”

“A complainant alleging that an agency took 
his or her sexual orientation into account in 
an employment action necessarily alleges that 
the agency took his or her sex into account,” 
states the decision.

“Title VII similarly prohibits employers from 
treating an employee or applicant differently 
than other employees or applicants based on 
the fact that such individuals are in a same-sex 
marriage or because the employee has a per-
sonal association with someone of a particular 
sex,” wrote the commission.

But as important as the ruling in Complain-
ant v. Anthony Foxx is, it does not compensate 
for the lack of explicit language in federal law 
prohibiting sexual orientation discrimination.

Long-time gay legal activist Evan Wolfson of 
the national Freedom to Marry project noted 
that the current Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act (ENDA) in Congress seeks to prohibit 
discrimination not just in employment but also 
in housing, public accommodations, education 
and federal funding. The EEOC decision pro-
vides “avoids uncertainty that makes it more 
difficult for both individuals and employers.”

Nevins agrees.
“Even if this [EEOC] decision was adopted by 

every court and carried out to a natural conclu-
sion, it still wouldn’t accomplish what ENDA is 
trying to do there.”

And Nevins said the EEOC would “absolutely” 
help persuade Congress to move forward with 
ENDA and influence courts.

The EEOC decision itself notes, “Some courts 
have also relied on the fact that Congress has 
debated but not yet passed legislation explic-
itly providing protections for sexual orienta-
tion.”

“But the Supreme Court has ruled that ‘[c]
ongressional inaction lacks persuasive signifi-
cance because several equally tenable infer-
ences may be drawn from such inaction, includ-
ing the inference that the existing legislation 
already incorporated the offered change.’”

“This historic ruling by the EEOC makes clear 
they agree workplace discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation, much like gender 
identity, is illegal,” said Human Rights Cam-
paign President Chad Griffin in a statement re-
leased Thursday. “While an important step, it 
also highlights the need for a comprehensive 
federal law permanently and clearly banning 
LGBT discrimination beyond employment to all 
areas of American life. Such a law would send a 
clear and permanent signal that discrimination 
against LGBT people will not be tolerated under 
any circumstances in this country, and we re-
main fully committed to making that happen.”

A 2014 report by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement indicated there are 4.2 million U.S. 
federal employees worldwide. A 2012 survey 
indicated that about two percent (84,000) of 
the federal workforce identifies as gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender. 

©2015 Keen news service. all rights re-
served.
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Prior to July 1, 2013, same-sex couples 
who had entered into valid marriages in 
states recognizing same-sex marriage 
could not benefit from the same rights and 
protections afforded to married heterosex-
ual couples under federal law. 
 The Defense of Marriage Act (“DOMA”), 
enacted in 1996, defined for federal pur-
poses a “marriage” as solely a legal union 
between a man and a woman. DOMA en-
sured that the federal government, in-
cluding administrative agencies, could 
not recognize a same-sex marriage that 
was legally entered into in a place that 
recognized same-sex marriages. Specifi-
cally, this had drastic consequences for 
noncitizens in same-sex relationships with 
U.S. citizens because even if these couples 
entered into a valid same-sex marriage in 
a location that recognized their union, 
foreign nationals were still denied access 
to benefits under U.S. immigration law, in-
cluding most notably, the right to obtain a 
family-based immigrant visa.
 More than one-third of foreign nationals 
who gain residency status in the United 
States do so by marrying a U.S. citizen or 
permanent resident. A marriage will gener-
ally be recognized by U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (“USCIS”) so long 

as that marriage is valid in the location 
where the marriage was performed. There 
are however exceptions to this general 
rule, and most notably for this discussion 
is the exception that the federal govern-
ment will not recognize a marriage, re-
gardless of its validity elsewhere, that is 
contrary to federal law. As such, as long 
as DOMA remained in effect, USCIS could 
not recognize a same-sex marriage when 
granting immigration benefits even if the 
same-sex couple was married in a state 
that specifically recognized same-sex mar-
riages. 
 Today, however, thanks to both the deci-
sion in U.S. v. Windsor and the more re-
cent Supreme Court decision in Obergefell 
v. Hodges, same-sex couples that marry 
anywhere within the United States may 
now enjoy the same immigration benefits 
that are afforded to heterosexual couples. 
In U.S. v. Windsor, the Supreme Court ruled 
that DOMA’s provision defining marriage as 
only a legal union between a man and a 
woman was unconstitutional. Accordingly, 
this meant that the U.S. federal govern-
ment could no longer refuse to recognize 

same-sex marriages that were entered into 
in states that allowed them. This decision 
created a pathway for married same-sex 
couples to receive hundreds of federal 
benefits that they had been previously de-
nied solely based on the same-sex nature 
of their marriage. This includes the ability 
to obtain a family-based immigrant visa (a 
“green card”) and non-immigrant depen-
dent visas for same-sex spouses working in 
the U.S. temporarily, so long as the mar-
riage was legal where performed.  
 One week after the decision in U.S. v. 
Windsor was rendered, on July 1, 2013, 
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Na-
politano directed USCIS to immediately 
review immigrant visa petitions that were 
filed on behalf of a same-sex spouse in the 
same manner as those filed on behalf of 
an opposite-sex spouse. Therefore, as of 
July 1, 2013, foreign nationals seeking 
immigration benefits based upon a valid 
same-sex marriage to a U.S. citizen could 
no longer have their petitions denied out-
right based solely on the same-sex nature 
of their marriage. 
 In addition to USCIS beginning to re-
view same-sex marriage petitions in the 
same manner as they review heterosexual 
marriage ones, USCIS also reopened previ-

ously filed petitions 
that had been de-
nied. USCIS has re-
considered petitions 
that were denied 
solely as a result of 
the applicant’s same-
sex marriage, and all 
reopened petitions 
would be considered 
anew without any re-

gard given to DOMA and its provisions.
 The Supreme Court has also recently 
ruled in another landmark decision in 
Obergefell v. Hodges that it is unconsti-
tutional for any state to ban same-sex 
marriage, thus, ensuring that same-sex 
couples can now get married in all 50 
states. Although USCIS has not provide 
guidelines as the date of this publication, 
USCIS should now recognize the validity of 
any same-sex marriage that is performed 
anywhere within the United States.
 Thanks to the recent decisions from the 
Supreme Court, same-sex couples are now 
able to enjoy the many benefits—both 
state and federal—that come with being 
legally married in the United States. A for-
eign national being able to obtain a mari-
tal visa is just one of the many hundreds 
of benefits now available to same-sex 
couples. If you are interested in learning 
more about the various state and federal 
benefits, including immigration benefits, 
now available to same-sex couples who are 
legally married, please feel free to contact 
any one of Clark Hill’s attorneys. 

angelo D. DiBartolomeo is an associate with the Litigation Practice Group in 
clark Hill’s chicago office. His focus is on various areas of litigation, including 
commercial litigation, business litigation, and employment litigation. contact 
him at 312-985-5549 or adibartolomeo@clarkhill.com. 

Relationships & 
the Law Today

By anGELo D. DiBaRtoLomEo 

Immigration rights for same-
sex couples in the era of 
marriage equality 

“ ... same-sex couples that marry anywhere 
within the United States may now enjoy 
the same immigration benefits that are 
afforded to heterosexual couples.”
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By caRRiE maxwELL

As Affinity Community Services (Affinity) cel-
ebrated 20 years as an organization with its 
JazznJuly event July 18 at Gallery Guichard, 
Kim Hunt announced that she would be step-
ping down as executive director this fall. 
 More than 200 people attended the benefit 
to honor the accomplishments of the organiza-
tion’s founders and celebrate the achievements 
of current staff and board members.
 Affinity is, according to its website, “a one-
of-a-kind social justice organization that works 
with and on behalf of Black LGBTQ communi-
ties, queer youth, and allies to identify emer-
gent needs, create safe spaces, develop lead-
ers and bridge communities through collective 
analysis and action for social justice, freedom 
and human rights.”
 The organization was created to bring Black 
LGB visibility to the South Side of Chicago. 
Since that time, Affinity has participated in a 
number of events across the city including the 
Bud Biliken Parade and Chicago’s Pride Parade 
as well as received numerous honors and rec-
ognitions including induction into the Chicago 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame in 2002.
 Comedianne Karen Williams, who wrote for 
this publication when it was known as Outlines, 
pulled double duty as both emcee and featured 
entertainer. Williams brought the house down 
with her commentary about the script that 
Affinity provided for her. She also recognized 
Affinity’s importance as an organization and 
noted that she was the first out Black lesbian 
comic in the United States.
 Affinity Board President Ebonie Davis provid-
ed words of welcome ahead of a video presen-
tation, directed by Mary Morten, chronicling 
the organization’s history.
 Davis’ remarks included announcing Hunt’s 
departure as executive director after six years 
as the group’s first paid executive director, and 
noting the history of Affinity and the work the 
organization has done over the years. 
 She also recognized the founders of Affin-
ity—Julie Cole, TED Dobbins, Lajauneesse Jor-
dan, Melissa Liddell, Karen Long, Patricia Na-
zirah Mickey, Melissa Petty, Lisa Maria Pickens 
and Christina Smith; founding board members 
Gaylon Alcaraz, Deborah Benford, Adella Cro-
zier, Kimberly Curtis, TED Dobbins, Cassandra 
Dorsey, Leslie Givens, Rosalind Glanton, Bar-
bara Smith and Christina Smith as well as cur-
rent board of directors—LaToya Bailey, Anna 

DeShawn, Maria Glover-Wallace, Michelle Hunt, 
Malissa Rainey and Jasmine Thurmond.
 “This evening is important because, despite 
our victories, Affinity’s work is in no way fin-
ished,” said Davis. “Our vision for a society 
where being your authentic self is not a liabili-
ty and differences are fully embraced is not yet 
realized. Our communities continued to be ex-
cluded, underserved, exploited and oppressed. 
Tonight’s celebration marks the beginning of 
Affinity’s future work, the next 20 years of pro-
viding critical services and resources for our 
communities, for beating back the forces that 
attempt to keep us invisible, keep us divided 
and  destroy our communities.”
 Hunt’s remarks focused on the intersectional-
ity of Affinity’s work.
 “We pride ourselves on understanding that 
when we show up, all of us comes into the 
room,” said Hunt. “We say that we are Black, 
but we firmly believe that Affinity represents all 
kinds of people who are invested in both Black 
communities and other communities of color 
and who know that their communities can only 
truly thrive if we end structural racism. We say 
we’re LGBTQI, but Affinity represents all kinds 
of people who are deeply invested in a world 
where people can love whom they choose and 
can express their love, their gender and their 
humanness on their own terms.
 “Affinity continues after 20 years because 
we’ve fundamentally understood that we’re 
whole people with whole lives, representing 
the wide spectrum of humanity. We deserve 
quality services and resources. We deserve to 
be recognized and experience quality lives.”
 The event also featured music by the Lucy 
Smith Quartet, a buffet dinner and desserts 
provided by J&L Catering, drinks courtesy of 
Sidetrack, raffle drawings and a live auction 
Caribbean Escape Cruise with Olivia Travel. 
 Sponsors included Olivia Travel, Windy City 
Times, Morten Group, LLC, International Insti-
tute of Humor and Healing Arts, AIDS Founda-
tion of Chicago, Jim Bennett and Terry Vanden 
Hoek, Jenner & Block, LLC, Gail Morse and Lau-
ren Verdich, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Gender and Sexuality Center, McDermott Will 
& Emery, ASTREA Foundation, Lora Branch and 
Simone Koehlinger, Pat McCombs, St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church, the Illinois Accountability 
Initiative, J&L Catering and Sidetrack.
 Video and more photos of the event are avail-
able online.
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Cathcart to step 
down as Lambda 
Legal head
By matt simonEttE

Lambda Legal Executive Director Kevin M. 
Cathcart, on July 15, announced that he 
would step down from his position in April, 
2016.
 The news follows a string of legal victories 
for the LGBT communities, many of which 
have been compelled by the organization’s 
legal work. “It has been a thrilling, exhaust-
ing and wonderful time,” said Cathcart in a 
statement. “…I am proud—and humbled—
to think of the progress we have all made.  
As a leader of the movement, Lambda Legal 
has helped win three historic Supreme Court 
cases that have changed the lives of LGBT 
people and the country: Romer v. Evans; Law-
rence v. Texas; and the recent Supreme Court 
victory for marriage equality, Obergefell v. 
Hodges. And today, we have a legal docket of 
more than 100 cases.”
 James Bennett, who heads Lambda Legal’s 
Midwest office, said Cathcart’s departure was 
not entirely a surprise to organization staff. 
Cathcart had said that he would be leaving at 
some point within the organization’s current 
five-year strategic planning cycle.

 “The timing was still a surprise,” Ben-
nett added. “We found out in a staff call 
that morning. Honestly, I’m happy for him, 
though. He’s leaving at an exciting time in 
our movement and our organization is in-
credibly strong. The time is right and he’s led 
us well.”
 Bennett recalled that one of Cathcart’s first 
initiatives was opening an office in Chica-
go; at that point Lambda Legal had only 21 
staffers in two cities. “We were in a horrible 
financial position then.”
 The organization recently raised $1 million 
for a million-dollar matching grant from co-
chair Karen Dixon and her partner, Nan Schaf-
fer, that would ensure that the organization 
remains relevant even after it stops litigating 
cases about the legality of marriage equality.
 “It is simply not possible to replace Kevin’s 
depth of experience and unique role in this 
movement, but one true measure of success-
ful leadership is whether or not the organi-
zation you leave behind is strong and ready 
for the future,” Dixon said in a statement. 
“Kevin has built an incredible organization, 
with brilliant and dedicated attorneys and 
staff and a solid infrastructure. We will miss 
him dearly—but Lambda Legal won’t stop 
fighting for justice and winning victories.”
 Bennett said Lambda Legal’s energies and 
resources will likely be expended more fre-
quently in parts of the Midwest and South 
in the years ahead, as the organization will 
have to litigate cases that will be ancillary 
to the marriage equality victory in the United 
States Supreme Court.
 “Also, this week’s decision from the EEOC 
[banning discrimination against gays and 
lesbians in the workplace] will be huge for 
us,” he also noted. “It allows us to move 
forward to fight for more ENDA-style protec-
tions.”

Senators vote down
anti-bias bill
 An amendment to the Every Child Achieves 
Act that would have banned anti-LGBT dis-
crimination in public schools fell short in a 
U.S. Senate vote.
 The Student Non-Discrimination Act re-
quired 60 votes for passage—and only re-
ceived 52.
 The bill had 42 sponsors, including one Re-
publican—Mark Kirk of Illinois. Among the 
other GOP senators who voted for the amend-
ment were Kelly Ayotte, Susan Collins, Dean 
Heller, Lisa Murkowski and Rob Portman.

Lambda Legal ED Kevin cathcart.
Photo from Lambda Legal



By matt simonEttE
 
The national executive board of the Boy Scouts 
of America (BSA), on July 27, will vote to ratify 
a measure that would allow gay adults to serve 
as scout leaders.
 The measure was approved unanimously July 
13 by BSA’s Executive Committee and comes in 
response to calls to dismantle the organiza-
tion’s ban on gay leaders. The organization has 
allowed gay scouts since early 2014, but that 
policy did not extend to scout leaders. Former 
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates, BSA’s 
president, called for that policy to change in 
an interview with Associated Press this past 
May.
 While the organization-wide ban would be 
lifted, local troops—such as those who are 
under the auspices of churches—would not be 
obligated to welcome gay leaders.
 In a July 13 statement, Zach Wahls, execu-
tive director of the activist organization Scouts 
for Equality, said, “For decades, the Boy Scouts 
of America’s ban on gay adults has stood as a 
towering example of explicit, institutional ho-
mophobia in one of America’s most important 
and recognizable civic organizations. While 
this policy change is not perfect—BSA’s reli-
gious chartering partners will be allowed to 
continue to discriminate against gay adults—
it is difficult to overstate the importance of 
today’s announcement.”
 Human Rights Campaign (HRC) officials nev-
ertheless declared that the potential policy 
shift does not go far enough. HRC President 
Chad Griffin said in a release, “As we have said 
countless times, half measures are unaccept-
able and discriminatory exemptions have no 
place in the Boy Scouts. It’s long overdue that 

BSA leaders demonstrate true leadership and 
embrace a full national policy of inclusion that 
does not discriminate against anyone because 
of who they are.”
 Also registering displeasure was Wisconsin 
Gov. Scott Walker, who officially launched his 
presidential campaign the week of July 13. He 
told Independent Journal-Review July 14, “I 
have had a lifelong commitment to the Scouts 
and support the previous membership policy 
because it protected children and advanced 
Scout values.” The following day, a spokes-
person for Walker’s campaign told MSNBC that 
Walker supported the policy so that young 
people would not be caught up in rancorous 
political discourse.
 The vote comes at a time of dwindling enroll-
ment in BSA. Reuters reported that member-
ship decreased some 7.4 percent from 2013 to 
2014.

Boy Scouts looks ahead
to vote on gay leaders

July 22, 2015 7WINDY CITY TIMES

scouts for Equality’s Zach wahls.
Photo by Thomas Bateman
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By matt simonEttE

In Missouri, former college wrestler Michael 
Johnson, 23, was sentenced to 30 years in 
prison for allegedly infecting one sex partner 
with HIV and risking the infection of four oth-
ers, according to STLToday.com.
 St. Charles County Circuit Judge Jon Cunning-
ham, who issued the sentence, told Johnson, 
“The main thing is the profound effect your ac-
tions have had on the victims and their fami-
lies.”
 Johnson was given 30 years on the most se-
rious allegation and a total of 30-and-a-half 
years on the four lesser charges. The sentences 
will run concurrently.
 HIV activists as well as members of the medi-
cal and legal community expressed outrage at 
the sentence. Dr. Jeffrey Birnbaum—a nation-
ally recognized adolescent HIV expert, and 
founder and director of the Health and Educa-
tion Alternatives for Teens (HEAT)—said, “HIV 
criminal laws have no positive impact on the 
spread of HIV.  Sentencing people living with 
HIV to prison for having sex will, based on 
decades of HIV clinical experience, only drive 
people away from health centers where they 
can learn their HIV status and get the medical 
care they need.”
 Local figures also reacted to the ruling. How-
ard Brown Health Center President/CEO David 
Ernesto Munar said to Windy City Times, “The 
sentencing is a devastating blow to justice. My 
heart goes out to Michael, and all those bat-
tling discriminatory and punitive criminaliza-
tion laws. 
 “This is a stark reminder that HIV stigma per-
sists and has life-altering consequences. HIV 
should be treated just like any other medical 
condition but today we are sadly reminded that 
it is not; the heavy toll of stigma and discrimi-
nation continues to set HIV apart, which is a 
heavy burden for those of us living with HIV to 
bear.”
 Simone Koehlinger, senior vice president of 

programming at AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
(AFC) said, “We are saddened and outraged 
about the severity and unfairness of Mr. John-
son’s sentence. The conviction of a person liv-
ing with HIV for being sexual is nothing but 
barbaric—it furthers the belief that being HIV 
positive in and of itself makes one a criminal. 
This outcome will not prevent new HIV infec-
tions and instead reinforces the very stigma 
that makes people living with HIV feel like they 
cannot speak openly about their status.”
 Suraj Madoori, manager of HIV Prevention 
Justice Alliance (PJA) and federal policy man-
ager for AFC, added, “We are very disappointed 
and saddened to hear the 30-year sentence 
for Michael L. Johnson. Given that there has 
been 30-years of advancements in science, new 
treatments and prevention of HIV—we still 
cannot overcome the deeply entrenched stigma 
perpetrated by these laws upon people living 
with, and vulnerable to, HIV. The HIV PJA con-

tinues to be committed to working with our al-
lies on ending these laws and achieving justice 
for Michael.”
 AIDS Legal Council of Chicago Executive Di-
rector Tom Yates said, “There is no scientific 
basis for laws that criminalize the transmission 
of HIV. In addition, criminalization actually 
undermines effective HIV prevention efforts by 
discouraging HIV testing, because ignorance of 
one’s status could be a defense to prosecution. 
Thus, criminalization laws provide a disincen-
tive to HIV testing and treatment for those 
who are HIV-positive. Such laws also place 
legal responsibility for HIV prevention exclu-
sively on those who are already living with 
HIV and dilutes the public health message of 
shared responsibility for sexual health between 
sexual partners.”
 In a July 15 conference call sponsored by the 
HIV Prevention Justice Alliance, experts further 
weighed in on the case and discussed its wider 
implications.
 Journalist and academic Steven Thrasher, 
who first reported on Johnson for Buzzfeed in 
May, 2014, said that Johnson was made out to 
be a scapegoat and was forced to shoulder all 
responsibility for systemic problems across his 
community, university and social scene.
 “No one wanted to touch this case,” Thrasher 
said. “[Johnson represented] an archetype that 
LGBT organizations did not want to deal with.”
 Johnson used the name “Tiger Mandingo” on 
hookup apps when he was looking to meet men 
while a student at Lindenwood University in 
St. Charles, Missouri. Thrasher’s reporting un-
covered details that suggested numerous com-
plications in the circumstances surrounding 
Johnson’s case, among them that Lindenwood 
reportedly offered its students few resources on 
HIV transmission prevention and that Johnson 
was contending with a reading disability that 
made it likely he did not initially understand 
the legal implications of HIV disclosure.
 Thrasher watched all of Johnson’s trial and 
called it “a slow-motion disaster. Everything 
felt like a set-up.”
 He further noted that, of the 51 persons in 
the jury pool, only 13 believed that homosexu-
ality was not a sin.
  “It wasn’t about science, it as all about 
fear,” Thrasher said about the discussion on 
HIV. “[Prosecutors] instilled a fear that HIV 
was coming for them.”

 Robert Suttle, assistant director of the Sero 
project, added, “Michael didn’t have the sup-
port he needed to navigate through his life be-
ing HIV-positive. … We give so much power 
and energy away to people who know nothing 
about HIV.”
 Mayo Schreiber Jr., deputy director of the 
Center for HIV Law & Policy, called Johnson’s 
sentence “draconian,” and that it was a reflec-
tion of a law that passed in 1988, when an HIV 
diagnosis was considered a death sentence. He 
said that Johnson would file an appeal as soon 
as his legal team weighed their options.
 “Who’s going to be the next Michael John-
son?” asked Suttle. “It can be any one of us.”
 Thirty-two states and two U.S. territories 
have HIV-specific statutes, according to the 
Center for HIV Law & Policy. Illinois is among 
those states. In 2012, the state’s HIV criminal-
ization law was amended so that prosecutors 
must both prove that the accused intended to 
transmit HIV and refer only to vaginal and anal 
sexual activity without condoms. Since that 
amendment went into effect, the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s office has prosecuted eight 
HIV transmission cases, according to Tandra 
Simonton, deputy communications director.     
 The original article is at http://www.stltoday.
com/news/local/crime-and-courts/ex-college-
wrestler-gets-years-in-hiv-case-in-st/article_
c3123243-b8d3-58c9-97df-e2c5a504902a.
html.
—Additional writing by Andrew Davis

Man gets 30 years
for HIV exposure

michael Johnson.
Photo by Thomas Bateman

Equality Illinois 
helps executives
 Equality Illinois is launching a new pub-
lication and a series of training seminars 
to help business executives build inclusive 
companies that benefit them, their staffs 
and the customers they serve. 
 The presenting partner of this project is 
the law firm Seyfarth Shaw LLP.
 The publication, Corporate Best Prac-
tices: A Guide to LGBT-Inclusive Work-
places in Illinois, is a step-by-step guide 
for businesses. The guide can be read and 
downloaded at http://tinyurl.com/EQIL-
BestPractices. Visit www.eqil.org/csr.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Suze Orman
ONE-WOMAN FINANCIAL ADVICE POWERHOUSE

Discover more at nglcc.org/nglcc15 
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By caRRiE maxwELL
 
Julie Rodgers, a self-proclaimed celibate les-
bian, submitted her resignation to Wheaton 
College July 13, less than a year after taking a 
position in the college’s chaplain’s office as an 
associate for spiritual care.
 Rodgers, who was the college’s first out LGBT 
staff member, was hired to lead Refuge, the 
first LGBT student group at Wheaton College. 
Wheaton College students Justin Massey, Wes-
ley Davison and Tory Leonard co-founded Ref-
uge, leading students for more than a year; 
however, upon Rodgers’ hiring, the administra-
tion took over the group in the fall of 2014. 
 In a wide-ranging blog post following her 
resignation, Rodgers made note of her support 
of same-sex relationships.
 “Though I’ve been slow to admit it to myself, 
I’ve quietly supported same-sex relationships 
for a while now,” she wrote. “When friends 
have chosen to lay their lives down for their 
partners, I’ve celebrated their commitment to 
one another and supported them as they’ve 
lost so many Christian friends they loved. When 
young people have angsted at me about the 
gay debate, I’ve just told them to follow Je-
sus—to seek to honor Him with their sexuality 
and love others well. 
 “For some, I imagine they will feel led to 
commit to lifelong celibacy. For others, I think 
it will mean laying their lives down for spouses 
and staying true to that promise to the end. My 
main hope for all of them is that they would 
grow to love Jesus more and that it would 
overflow into a life spent on others.”

 When contacted by this publication, Rodgers 
declined to comment.
 LaTonya Taylor, the college’s director of me-
dia relations, confirmed Rodgers resignation 
via a link to Wheaton College’s media-relations 
site.
 “Julie Rodgers recently held a position at 
Wheaton College. Her work schedule was con-
sistent with the academic year and as such, 
she finished her time on campus in May. Today, 
Julie notified the College that she is resigning 
her position, effective immediately, and will 
not be returning in August.”
 “It burdened my heart to hear of Julie’s res-
ignation. In my final year at Wheaton, Julie 
had become a mentor and a dear friend to me,” 
said Massey, a 2015 Wheaton graduate. “Her 
deep care and commitment to the well-being 
of Wheaton’s LGBT community was revolution-
ary—something many of us had never expe-
rienced. The entire community and campus is 
losing something of great value. 
 “Many of us have questions about the future 
of Refuge, which I co-founded my sophomore 
year. Many of us fear this might mean a cam-
pus next year with no specific, incredible staff 
person LGBT students can turn to with our 
concerns, difficulties and even joys. However, 
that pressure is not and shouldn’t be on her. 
The weight of caring for the LGBT students of 
Wheaton, a marginalized and at-risk demo-
graphic, is fully on the administration. 
 “I anxiously await and expect them to act 
quickly and with the utmost care in filling her 
position and discerning further ways to care 
for their LGBT students. As for Julie, I fully 
trust her in this decision to move forward out 

of Wheaton, and I am excited to see where she 
will go as she continues to live in truth and 
integrity as she has so clearly already done.”
 Several current Wheaton students/Refuge 
members have also released anonymous state-
ments regarding Rodgers’ resignation.
 “As far as Julie’s leaving Wheaton, I’m sad 
that she’s gone,” one Refuge member posted. 
“It was hard to find someone at Wheaton who 
would listen to your story and not respond im-
mediately with value judgments about your 
character or your faith life. She would listen 
and truly respond with love and care. Every-
thing she did in her ministry pointed me to-
wards Christ. It’s hard to find individuals like 
her who treated me with the humanity of a 
child of God; not like a personal project, a 
moral dilemma or a political problem.”
 Another Refuge member said, “Without her 
on campus, I fear that the administration will 
be less aware of the LGBTQ students on cam-
pus and less proactive in meeting our needs. 
My worry is that those of us who identify as a 
minority sexuality will be isolated and ignored. 
I’m far too aware that my remaining years at 
Wheaton will be difficult as I work to create re-

lationships, seek knowledge and grow in Christ 
while also striving to maintain a voice and a 
place within this community.
 “Since I’m queer this was already hard, but 
without Julie’s willingness to listen and love, 
it will be even harder. I’m so grateful for all 
that she did for me and for the other students 
in the LGBTQ community at Wheaton, and her 
presence on campus will be greatly missed in 
the fall. Wheaton took a major step forward by 
hiring Julie and it took two huge steps back-
ward in the wake of her resignation.”
 In the same post, Rodgers also spoke about 
being on stage at the ex-gay ministry she at-
tended for eight months as a teenager and how 
that experience led to her to becoming, as she 
phrased it, the “good kind of gay” that stays 
celibate. 
 “I wanted to do right by the gay youth si-
lently suffering in the pews. I wanted them to 
know Jesus loved them and they didn’t have 
to go it alone,” Rodgers wrote. “Twelve years 
later, I care a little less about approval and a 
lot more about the gaybies.”
 Rodgers went on to say that since she cares 
about the gaybies she has to “keep it real even 
if it comes at a cost.” That cost, it turns out, 
was walking away from her post at Wheaton 
College. 
 “My goal now is the same as it’s always been: 
to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
the God who’s been my first love all along,” 
Rodgers wrote. “When it comes to this conver-
sation, my goal has been to help Christians cre-
ate the kinds of communities that make LGBT 
people feel wanted—where we can worship 
God, use our gifts, serve our neighbors, and 
find a family to share in the joys and sorrows of 
living in a world where so many people are so 
lonely. That looks a little different to me now 
that I’ve seen so much fruit in affirming com-
munities, but it’s a widening of my circle—not 
a move in a different direction.”
 Rodgers noted in her post that although she 
supports same-sex relationships/marriages, she 
is currently single.

Wheaton College official
resigns over same-sex
marriage stance

Julie Rodgers.
Photo from Rodgers’ blog
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UIC’s Hughes named
a University Scholar
 Tonda Hughes—professor in the Department 
of Health Systems Science  at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago (UIC) and associate dean for 
global health—has been named a 2015-2016 
University Scholar.
 Hughes is a researcher and scholar who has 
been recognized for significant contributions 
to understanding the health of sexual minori-
ties. Hughes was among the first researchers 
to garner major national funding for research 
on sexual minority women’s health. Her study 
of risk and protective factors for heavy drink-
ing and drinking-related problems—funded in 
1999—was the first ever NIH-funded study of 
lesbians’ drinking behaviors and related risk 
factors.

 She has received several awards for her work. 
For her most recent honor, Hughes will be in-
ducted into the Sigma Theta Tau International 
Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame July 25 in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. In addition, she was in-
ducted into the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall 
of Fame in 2003 and the American Academy of 
Nurses (the nursing profession’s highest honor) 
in 2001.

Katz named to LGBT
state bar committee
 Judge Nancy J. Katz, an associate judge in 
the Circuit Court of Cook County, has been ap-
pointed as a member of the Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity Committee of the Illinois 
State Bar Association (ISBA). The appointment 
was made by Western Springs’ Umberto S. Davi, 

the ISBA president for 2015-2016.
 The 33,000-member association, with offices 
in Springfield and Chicago, provides profes-
sional services to Illinois lawyers and educa-
tion and other services to the public.
 “Judges who participate in the Illinois State 
Bar Association take time out to help in the 
profession and still meet the needs of court 
litigants. They should be commended for their 
extra efforts,” noted Judge Robert Anderson, 
president of the Illinois Judges Association. 
According to Davi, “These lawyers play a key 
role in helping the bar association serve its 
members and the public.”
 Committees have the responsibility for spe-
cific programs and activities in such areas as 
professional ethics and delivery of legal ser-
vices. Sections provide continuing education 
and legislative services to lawyers who practice 
in a specific area of law. Each section is gov-
erned by a council appointed by the state bar 
president. Judges and non-lawyers also serve 
on committees and section council.
 Katz serves as a member of the board of di-
rectors of the Illinois Judges Association and 
is, therefore, active in its mission of support-
ing judicial excellence in a fair and impartial 
court system in addition to the efforts with 
ISBA. Katz received her B.A. from Northeast-
ern Illinois University and her J.D. degree from 
Chicago Kent College of Law in 1983.

AFC planning
budget rally July 22
 AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) will hold 
its “Rally for a Positive Budget” on Wed., July 
22, at 10 a.m. at the James R. Thompson Cen-
ter, 100 W. Randolph St.
 According to a press release, “With no bud-
get, HIV/AIDS-related services that are nor-
mally approved by the state, including the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) and the 
processing of HIV/STI tests by state labs, are 
in flux.”

 AFC has called Gov. Bruce Rauner’s budget 
proposal “draconican,” adding that his idea 
“contained a $1.5 billion cut to Medicaid, a $6 
million reduction to HIV funding representing 
a 25% cut and slashing the funding for the Af-
rican American HIV/AIDS Response Act by 66% 
to $500,000.“

Military to lift
transgender ban
 U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter has 
announced a formal plan to end a ban on open-
ly transgender individuals from serving in the 
military.
 Carter has ordered a six-month study aimed at 
terminating the ban. In a statement released 
July 13, he said, “The Defense Department’s 
current regulations regarding transgender ser-
vice members are outdated and are causing un-
certainty that distracts commanders from our 
core missions.
 Pro-transgender organizations praised the de-
velopment. 
 Allyson Robinson—a U.S. Army veteran and 
director of policy for the LGBT military group 
SPARTA—said in a separate statement, “This 
is a tribute to the honorable military service 
of thousands of transgender Americans. There 
is much more to do, but the Secretary’s clear 
intent to treat transgender soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and Marines with the same dignity and 
on equal footing with other service members 
aligns with the core values of our Armed Forc-
es.”
 U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley (IL-05), who is also 
vice chair of the Congressional LGBT Equal-
ity Caucus, said, “I couldn’t agree more with 
Secretary Carter in that the most important 
qualification for our service members should 
be whether they’re able and willing to do their 
job, regardless of their gender identity.”

Dr. tonda Hughes.
Photo from the University of Illinois at chicago

Judge nancy Katz.
Photo by Hal Baim
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previous purchase or combined with any other specials. All specials exclude shop supplies and hazardous waste disposal fees. Expires 7/31/15.

http://www.chicagotoyota.com
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By sEBastian saEnZ

One might think that the Hispanic LGBT com-
munity in Chicago might seem small, along 
with its activities and challenges. 

However, considering that this city has the 
fifth-largest population of Mexicans in the 
United States, that one-third of the population 
in this city is Latino, that the Latino communi-
ty is the second-largest and that a non-hetero-
sexual community is very diverse, this thought 
should probably change. Issues to tackle are 
not only many, but hard; for instance, there 
could be a transitioning bisexual Colombian 
woman fighting to stay in this country legally 
and finding a job. This is where the Association 
of Latino/as Motivating Action (ALMA) enters.

The president of ALMA, Julio Rodriguez, and 
his team have been working since 1989 to 
prevent and solve problems that affect these 
minorities within minorities. In an exclusive 
interview for Windy City Times, Rodriguez re-
vealed how passion-inducing and challenging 
this job has been for more than 25 years. 

Rodriguez actually grew up in what is Boys-
town today, and he is the second generation of 
a family from Puerto Rico, adding that the ‘70s 
and ‘80s were not easy for a gay Latino man. 
He described a picture in which the gay move-
ment was organized by well-educated, bour-
geois, white people in private parties, in which 
drag queens were the ones who knew how to 
raise funds in the closeted Chicago, in which 
fighting racism was hard because conservative 
Catholic Latino neighborhoods were catego-
rized and geographically apart from each other, 
and in which people attended several funerals 
of loved friends every month due to AIDS—
friends who were never able to see their rights 
recognized.

However, this has changed. AIDS brought 
together the LGBT community to demand gay 
rights. On the other hand, even though many 
in the Latino community might be conservative 
and Catholic, many also know what it feels like 
to be segregated, bullied and discriminated 
for being a minority. Consequently, they also 
knows what it feels like to need support for be-
ing born a certain way in a different and larger 
community. All these elements guided the cre-
ation of this organization.

Rodriguez has said that, since its origin, 

ALMA has been proud to stay visible as one of 
the oldest non profit organizations of this kind 
in the United States. It was the first Latino 
group recognized by Chicagoan authorities, 
and it is also the first group of its kind in the 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame. 

Nonetheless, he added it has not been easy 
trying to engage this community, especially 
the younger individuals. The organization is 
ruled and works only with volunteers. Also, 
poverty is still a big issue in the Hispanic com-
munity, very few Latinos are privileged enough 
to access quality education and achieve suc-
cess, and most contributions are destined to 
religious causes.

ALMA’s mission, according to its website, is 
“to fight for the rights of the Latino Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning 
(LGBTQ) community by advocating for fairness 
and equality and by affirming Latino LGBTQ 
culture.” Its projects are mainly focused on 
three major areas: youth leadership, advocacy 
(which includes employment, youth homeless-
ness, marriage and immigration) and visibil-
ity—in order to re-emphasize the LGBT Latino 
culture importance from a Latino perspective. 

GOP presidential candidate Donald Trump has 
been in the news because of his controversial 
remarks regarding Mexicans and immigration. 
While most people criticize Trump’s point of 
view, Rodriguez said ALMA sees it as a Republi-
can focal point that takes most of the air time 
from other Republicans, and since he shows the 
“ugly” side of its party, his actions strengthen 
the Latino unity. Additionally, Rodriguez has 
stated that it would be very smart if Hillary 
Clinton picked a Latino Vice-president.

The last three years have been a new era 
for ALMA, since it changed the meaning of its 
acronym, in order not to focus mainly on gay 
men but on the whole community. Its goal is to 
stay relevant and broader, and become a well- 
known brand, according to Rodriguez. 

He added that future actions are to expand 
the board so that it includes women, trans in-
dividuals and more ethnic groups. According to 
Rodriguez, generally, “when white people come 
out of the closet, they do it as individuals, but 
when Latinos do it, they come out as fami-
lies.” Also, as an LGBT Latino, “being visible 
becomes political.”

visit aLmachicago.org.

The new era of
ALMA: Association of
Latino/as Motivating Action

From left: Kenny martin-ocasio, ald. Joe moreno and aLma President Julio Rodriguez at an 
event earlier this year.
Photo by Ed Negron Local feminist group 

marches against rape,
gender violence
By sKyLaR BaKER-JoRDan

“Who is ready to smash rape culture, and how are we going to do it?”
This was the question asked at the inaugural “Blame the System, not the Victim” march, July 

19. Organized by the local activist group Feminist Uprising to End Inequality and Exploitation 
(FURIE), protestors took to the streets of downtown Chicago to call for an end to rape culture 
and sexual and gender violence.

“FURIE decided to organise this march today because rape culture has become a huge issue. 
We want to highlight it,” said Georgette, an organizer and safety marshal. The march originated 
as an intersectional answer to the SlutWalk, she said. “There were a lot of open letters and 
criticisms from earlier SlutWalks about how more marginalized women didn’t always feel safe… 
so we wanted to make an alternative to it.”

It’s a sentiment echoed by another organizer, who identified herself as Jaz, a trans woman 
of color. “Myself and a few other members of color of FURIE were very concerned at the white 
centricism of Slut Walk in the past, as well as the fact that it didn’t engage with community 
organisations,” she said. “We decided to take a different tone and a different route.”

Protestors marched from the intersection of East Congress Parkway and South Michigan Av-
enue in Grant Park to Hull House, 800 S. Halsted St., chanting such phrases as “Hey rapists—go 
f*** yourselves!” and “Hey CPD, blame the rapists, don’t blame me!” as two police cruisers 
trailed behind. Organizers expected about 200 people.

Before the march began, an “open speak” was held, allowing anyone who wished to address 
the crowd to talk. Around a dozen women spoke about their own experiences, ranging from 
gang rape to molestation.

“To see some people that say that rape culture isn’t real, that it’s not something that is im-
portant,” said a woman who identified herself as Farina. “Or they just say, ‘It’s those feminists.’ 
No, you’re way out of line. If you think that, you’re part of the problem.”

FURiE members at the rally.
Photo by Skylar Baker-Jordan

Chicago House 
receives federal 
HIV grant
By matt simonEttE

Chicago House and Social Service Agency 
has been awarded a comprehensive five-year, 
$3.8 million grant from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) to deliver 
HIV prevention and treatment strategies for 
both persons with HIV/AIDS and individuals 
at the greatest risk for infection.
 The initiative, named the Targeted HIV 
Testing and Enhanced Connect2Care Project, 
aims at reducing new infections with strat-
egies such as HIV testing; engaging HIV-
positive people in ongoing care; facilitating 
access for at-risk individuals to interventions 
such as Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP), high-
impact behavioral interventions, and screen-
ings for sexually transmitted infections; and 
delivering condoms to high-risk and HIV-
positive individuals.
 Chicago House CEO Stan Sloan said that the 

project takes advantage of recent develop-
ments to keep at-risk individuals on a con-
tinuum of care and prevention, even if they 
initially are tested for HIV and get a negative 
result.
 “What we had before was kind of like ‘catch 
and release,’” Sloan explained. “People would 
come in and be tested, then test negative, 
and that was that. We’d often see them 
again, providing services to them, if they’d 
later test positive. Now, we will be more 
‘catch and treat.’ If they test negative, we 
can guide them to resources to help them 
stay that way.”          
 Chicago House will be the lead agency on 
the new project, in conjunction with Sinai 
Health System, Erie Family Health Centers 
and Center on Halsted.
 According to projections, the initiative 
will, among other things, annually deliver 
targeted HIV testing to 533 high-risk in-
dividuals, including 300 men who have sex 
with men (MSM) and 100 transgender wom-
en; refer 100 percent of high-risk MSM and 
transgender women to sexually transmitted 
infection screening; and provide linkage to 
care services to 200 HIV-positive individuals.
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Smithsonian adds
Krim’s portrait
 The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery in 
Washington, D.C., has added two portraits of 
AIDS research pioneer Dr. Mathilde Krim to its 
collection, according to a press release.
 The two portraits of Dr. Krim include an An-
nie Leibovitz portrait in which Dr. Krim wears a 
looped AIDS-awareness pin on her jacket’s la-
pel. The other portrait is Joyce Tenneson’s pho-
tograph where Dr. Krim wears the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom—the highest civilian honor 
in the United States—she received in 2000.
 The Leibovitz portrait of Krim will be on view 
this fall in the museum’s 2015 Recent Acquisi-
tions exhibition opening Nov. 6.

HRC releases
discrimination map
 Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, the Human Rights Cam-
paign (HRC) released a new map explaining the 
need for non-discrimination laws protecting 
LGBT people at the federal level, according to 
a press release. The hashtag “#31Reasons” has 
been added to the map, reflecting the number 
of states that lack protections against employ-
ment and housing discrimination on the basis 

of both sexual orientation and gender identity.
 The map shows that the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing has brought marriage equality to a number 
of states that still lack clear, fully inclusive 
non-discrimination protections for LGBT peo-
ple, meaning that—despite the ruling—LGBT 
Americans can get legally married but still be 
at risk of being denied services. 
 See http://hrc-assets.s3-website-us-
east-1 .amazonaws.com//f i les/assets/
resources/31reasons-comprehensive.pdf.

Schock paying 
heavily for legal help
 A campaign disclosure report that the Fed-
eral Election Commission released has shown 
that former U.S. Rep. Aaron Schock’s campaign 
fund has shelled out more than $1 million 
for a handful of law firms over the past three 
months, according to The Chicago Tribune.
 In addition, the report shows that Schock 
owes almost $750,000 to the law firm Jones 
Day.
 Schock resigned in March amid questions 
about his use of campaign and taxpayer funds. 
State Sen. Darin LaHood (Republican) and high 
school teacher Robert Mellon (Democrat) are 
vying to succeed Schock.
 As of the end of June, $2.1 million remained 
in his campaign fund.
 The original article is at http://www.chica-
gotribune.com/news/local/politics/ct-aaron-
schock-fec-filing-20150715-story.html.

Lesbians Who Tech
event July 23
 Lesbians Who Tech and LinkedIn will co-host 
“Increasing Diversity in Tech—More than Buzz-
words” at Linked HQ Chicago on Thursday, July 
23, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
 Lesbians Who Tech is a community of 10,000 
LGBTQ women worldwide. Panelists for the 
event include Leanne Pittsford, founder of 
Lesbians Who Tech; and Tanara Golston, enter-
prise account executive in financial services at 
LinkedIn.
 To register, visit http://lesbianswhotech.org/
events/event/increasing-diversity-in-tech-
more-than-just-buzz-words/.

Portrait of Dr. mathilde Krim.
Photo from Smithsonian National Portrait 
Gallery

Human Rights campaign’s (HRc’s) #31Reasons map.
Photo from HRc 
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that which existed before me. I think my role 
in Black trans communities is the role I see my-
self having in the world. My role, or rather my 
work, is not limited to one group because even 
the idea that there is a ‘Black trans community’ 
is a farce. So my role in community building is 
just that, building, growing, loving, practicing 
and modeling the world that I want to live in, a 
world that is loving and affirming of all people, 
[including] Black, queer, disabled, poor, wom-
en and transgender. I don’t aim to represent my 
race, my gender, or any of the identity mark-
ers that I may use to describe myself, rather, I 
want to always be making space for people to 
exist no matter what their identities or social 
statuses are.”
 Green teaches two courses a year at North-
western, with his remaining time his own to 
work on research. This year, he taught “Queer 
in the City,” a class that examines race, place, 
space, gender and sexuality, and “Black Queer 
Looks,” a class that examines representations 
of Blackness and queerness in film.
 Next spring, Green will be teaching “Theo-
rizing Blackness” and co-teaching a graduate 
seminar, “Black Queer Studies,” with Dr. E. Pat-
rick Johnson.
 “I think it’s unfortunate that many of our 
movements, or the way we are made to seek 
social change, is through a charismatic lead-

er—someone who can popularly be heralded 
as the voice of a people,” Green said. “I push 
back against that, even though I know there 
are people who look to me as that kind of fig-
ure. I try to use what power/platform I have 
to make room for other voices, other stories, 
other people to claim their right to be.”
 In addition to teaching, Green is a writer, 
poet and filmmaker. Green also is a “public in-
tellectual,” one who is “interested in building 
coalitions and creating art that has the abil-
ity to make people move,” he said. “Primar-
ily, while in Los Angeles, I helped to create 
and maintain space for Black LGBT people. 
This work has included helping to organize a 
march of visibly Black LGBT folk in the MLK 
Day Parade in South Los Angeles, moderating 
panels and running workshops in community 
space about sexism, misogyny and patriarchy 
in primarily Black gay male space. I have also, 
over the past three years, been collecting and 
creating a digital archive of Black LGBT life and 
community past and present. This last project 
is a heart project centered in my belief in the 
power of history.
 “There is power in the stories we tell our-
selves about ourselves and the stories we are 
told about ourselves from institutions that of-
ten times either erase or distort stories of radi-
cal people of color and poor people’s coalition-
al movements. My archival and ethnographic 
work is exciting in that it is one of the only 
projects of its kind that seriously takes into 
account the work of Black LGBT folks and allies 
in Los Angeles. This work on Black LGBT Los 
Angeles will serve as the primary documents for 
my dissertation, which culminated with a Ph.D. 
in the department of American studies and eth-
nicity at the University of Southern California 
with certificates in both Gender Studies and 
Visual Anthropology.”
 Green added, “It has been essential for me 
to think about the ways in which I can use 
the tools and resources of the University to 
enhance the work I do in community settings. 
This has helped foster many great projects.” 
 For example:
 —He was able to complete a short docu-
mentary, It Gets Messy In Here, a film that 
examines the experiences of Black and Asian-
American transgender men and masculine of 
center queer women in public bathrooms. “My 
film highlights the ways in which race, gender, 
and sexuality are inextricably linked and how 
those identity markers are great factors in de-
termining one’s ability to move in the streets, 
in school, at work, in the airport and in the 
world in general,” Green said. “I use this film 
as a teaching tool in academic, political and 
community organizing settings. It has been 
screened at major film festivals, including the 
Queer Woman of Color Film Festival and the 
Fusion Outfest Film Festival. It has also been 
screened and purchased by many university 
libraries and local community organizations 
in the U.S. and Canada. My work on this film 
is an example of my dedication to creating 
consciousness-raising and community engaged 
scholarship.”
 —He was a community member and an advi-
sory board member for In The Mean Time Men’s 
Group, an organization in Los Angeles that fo-
cuses on bringing down the HIV/AIDS infec-
tion rates of Black men.  
 —He was a member of the academic branch 
of The Coalition to End Sheriff on Inmate Vio-
lence in LA County Jails. “This organization is 
demanding the county to hold the Los Angeles 
sheriff’s department accountable for the record 
of excessive force and violence documented by 
the ACLU, instead of expanding the county jail 
system, which has been occurring,” Green said. 
“We create pedagogical tools to teach aboli-
tionist methods in classrooms. We will publish 
our first reader next month. I was also involved 
in the making of the film, Visions of Abolition: 
From Critical Resistance to a New Way of life. 
For me it is essential to make abolitionist art 
and scholarship, art that is invested in commu-
nity accountability that does not rely on state 
violence and policing.”
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GREEN from cover

Dr. Kai Green.
Photos from Green

Green (right) with E. Patrick Johnson, 
with whom he will be teaching a graduate 
seminar next spring.

Green (right) with partner martine.

http://www.lindaslevi.com/lgbtq
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• Age
35

• Neighborhood
Edgewater

• Orientation
“I really don’t like 
labels. For me, I am 
attracted to who 
a person is on the 
inside, regardless of 
their gender.”

• Relationship status
Partnered

• Job title
Director of Senior 
Services, Center on 
Halsted

• Hobbies
“I love spending 

time at home with 
my 11-month old 
son.”

• Favorite movie
Birdman

• Favorite TV show
Breaking Bad

• Little-known fact
“My first job in high 
school was working 
the midnight shift 
as a caregiver in a 
nursing home for 
a summer. It was 
generally really 
quiet as most of 
the residents were 
asleep. I loved the 
fact that I got paid 
for watching TV.” 

Britta Larson
tExt anD PHotos By Ross FoRman
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This gay author and 

activist said this 
about his life with 

AIDS: “If I’m dying 
from anything, it’s 

from indifference and 
red tape.”

Answer on page 27
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Britta Larson has spent about five years as 
the director of senior services at the Center 
on Halsted—and she credits her mom with 
leading her toward that field. After all, her 
mom was a nurse in a senior living community. 
“I found that I really enjoyed working with 
older adults,” Larson said.
 After college, Larson worked for eight years 
in a conservative faith-based senior living 
community. “The environment was very 
unwelcoming for LGBT people and I finally 
decided I needed to work in a more LGBT-
supportive environment,” she said. “After 
witnessing first-hand how LGBT older people 
are forced back into the closet in senior living 
communities I decided I wanted to help make 
the lives of LGBT older adults better.”
 Truly devoted and passionate about her 
profession, Larson oversees an array of 
programs and services through the Center’s 
Senior Programs. “I have the privilege of 
working closely with a fantastic team of co-
workers and volunteers,” she said.
 Larson said her career goals are to equip 
service providers with the knowledge and 
tools they need to best serve LGBT older 
adults. 
 “Every day I am able to see the difference 
our programs at Center on Halsted are making 
in the lives of the seniors we serve,” Larson 
said when asked the best part of her job.
 The worst part, she said, is the number-
crunching for various reports. “I always put 
that off to the last minute because I hate 
doing it,” she said.
 Larson is a co-chair for the Chicago Task 
Force on LGBT Aging and has facilitated 
workshops on the topic of LGBT Aging 
at Creating Change, the United States 
Conference on AIDS and the LGBT Equality 
Institute.
 “I am looking forward to some of the fun 
outings and activities that we have planned 
for our seniors in the next couple of months 
while the weather is nice,” Larson said in 
mid-July.

http://www.anchorstudy.org
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Marriage
equality FAQs
 
Following the Supreme Court’s recent historic 
decision to grant same-sex couples through-
out the United States the freedom to marry 
and the right to recognition of their marriages 
in Obergefell v. Hodges, many questions have 
surfaced about just how the ruling will affect 
same-sex couples and families. 
 In an attempt to answer many of these ques-
tions, legal teams at Lambda Legal, the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Freedom to 
Marry, Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defend-
ers (GLAD), Human Rights Campaign (HRC), the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) and 
the National Center for Transgender Equality 
(NCTE) teamed up to develop a joint FAQ.
 Topics include: getting married and wedding 
planning, parent-child relationships, social se-
curity spousal benefits, veteran’s spousal bene-
fits, retirement benefits, income taxes, employ-

ment discrimination and marriage equality and 
transgender people.
 Below are excerpts of our answers to some of 
the questions most frequently asked.
 Q. can a clerk or probate judge who is issu-
ing licenses to different-sex couples refuse 
to issue us a marriage license?
 A. No. Government officials who are charged 
with issuing marriage licenses cannot deny you 
a license solely because you and your partner 
are the same sex. If you have been denied a 
marriage license or have encountered hostility 
or delays, contact one of our organizations.
 Q. can my employer fire me if i marry my 
same-sex partner?
 A. No. Even though no federal statutes ex-
plicitly prohibit sexual orientation or gender 
identity discrimination, the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) has 
determined that firing someone because they 
married a person of the same sex constitutes 
impermissible sex discrimination under federal 
law.
 In addition, employees who work for the 
federal government or federal contractors are 
protected by executive orders that explicitly 
protect against sexual orientation and gender 
identity discrimination. Many states and cities 
also explicitly prohibit discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity.
 Q. what does this mean for transgender 
people’s right to marry and for our families?

 A. Because of the Supreme Court‘s ruling, 
states may no longer restrict marriage based 
on gender. This means that whatever your gen-
der, and regardless of whether state officials 
recognized your gender, this should not affect 
your ability to marry.
 While this ruling is a major victory that will 
benefit many families, transgender people and 
their families continue to face many challeng-
es–including barriers to recognition of parent-
child relationships and other types of family 
relationships. Lambda Legal continues to ad-
vocate for full equality for transgender people 
and their families.
 This guidance is intended to provide general 
information. It should not be construed as le-
gal advice or a legal opinion on any specific 
facts or circumstances, and does not create 
an attorney-client relationship. None of the 
organizations publishing this information can 
ensure the information is current or be respon-
sible for any use to which it is put.
 If you have any questions, or feel you have 
been discriminated against because of your 
sexual orientation, contact Lambda Legal’s 
Help Desk at 866-542-8336, or see http://
lambdalegal.org/help.
 susan sommer is Lambda Legal’s senior 
counsel and director of constitutional litiga-
tion.
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viewpoints

Hearing historic
news at a
historic spot
Since June 26 at 10 a.m. New York Time, I’ve 
been waiting for the end of Western civiliza-
tion—or the end of life as we know it in, well, 
fill in the blank of city, state and country. 
Waiting for their threats to come true, that 
storms and lightning and bad things in general 
will happen because people are free to marry 
whomever they love. Sorry to let the right wing 
know the obvious, but they do seem to miss 
the obvious so it’s good to point these things 
out. Storms and lightning and bad things hap-
pen and will happen, whether there is same-sex 
marriage or not.

However, I pretty much don’t understand 
their concept of a God that is selective in retri-
bution over only this issue and not some other 
issues.

And then we were promised various immola-
tions and divorces. They are of course free to 
do as they wish. No one has taken away their 
freedom to do something stupid, to overreact, 
or to misunderstand the world. Their issue. 
Their problem.

What I don’t get is that why are the promised 
immolations and divorces coming only after 
the whole country has the freedom to marry 
whomever they wish? Maybe I missed the ear-
lier promises, but why didn’t they immolate or 
divorce after the first marriage in Massachu-
setts? Or after the second marriage there? Or 
after the third state or the fifth state permit-
ted it? The horror is only a horror if it is a fifty 
state issue? So it’s the size of the jurisdiction 
that makes the difference?

So that’s them.
Me, I knew I was going to be in New York 

when the Supreme Court ruled. I decided early 
on that I wanted to be outside the Stonewall 

Inn when the decision came down. If I was 
lucky enough to be in New York, I figured 
where would there be a better place to be?

In preparation I reread the books Stonewall 
by David Carter and Stonewall by Martin Duber-
man. I even rewatched the 1995 movie Stone-
wall. Frederick Weller was hot as Matty Dean 
back then. In the most recent thing I saw him 
in, Frederick Weller was still hot.

I was glad I went back to those items. It 
doesn’t take much to stir my sense of outrage 
at how we were treated at that time, through-
out history, and still too often today.

So being at the Stonewall seemed right. If 
there was going to be a victory, why not go 
back to the flashpoint of gay rights? Why not 
be at the epicenter of where our movement 
blossomed?

No one was sure which day the decision 
would be announced. So I walked over Thurs-
day. It was quiet in Christopher Park and in 
front of the Stonewall.

Lots of people mistakenly call the park across 
from the Stonewall Sheridan Square. While 
Christopher Park does have a statue of General 
Sheridan, Sheridan Square is around the corner 
and a short way down the street.

But alas, Thursday, it was not to be.
So I trudged over early Friday.
When I got there before nine the park was 

quiet. There was no one in front of the Stone-
wall. A few older people sat on the benches 
in the park. That’s kind of what some of us 
old people do. And there was one loud young 
person on the phone. That’s kind of what some 
young people do.

So I got a cup of coffee in the Starbucks a 
few steps away.

And waited.
I forget who has a live blog commentary 

thing on the Supreme Court. I’ve run across it 
several times. It’s people typing in a conver-
sation, commenting live on what is going on 
inside the Court.

It started streaming a few seconds after 10 
a.m. New York time. I followed along on my 
computer. First, they said that Justice Kennedy 
was reading the decision and my hope soared. 
That’s because I’ve been given to understand 
that the justice who has written the decision 
for the majority reads the decision. And if it 
was Kennedy who had written it, the justice 

who had supported us so often in the past, 
then I had hope.

And in minutes the decision was confirmed. 
I’m afraid I sat and wept. Tears of joy. Tears of 
overwhelming emotion. Tears for all the work 
that should never have been necessary. Tears 
for all those who are not here to see this day.

Even now writing this the next day at an-
other Starbucks in Manhattan in the East Vil-
lage, I tear up. 

But Friday morning on the streets of New 
York, I wept and I smiled. The crowd around 
the Stonewall and at Christopher Park was 
maybe 60 people when the cheers broke out. 
Maybe it was slightly more than 100 people by 
the time I left an hour and a half later. There 
were lots of people taking pictures. Reporters 
from what looked like every major news outlet 
in New York were there with their big vans and 
logos. They were talking to people and film-
ing. But it was a quiet crowd. Smiling and of 
good cheer. People taking pictures in front of 
the Inn itself, of each other, of happy couples, 
with happy couples holding hands, giving each 
other kisses. Being there at such a moment of 
great good news was a tremendous joy. How far 
we’ve come! It was a day for great celebration!

If I was much younger and not as portly, I’d 
have danced down the streets shouting for joy. 
As it was, I stopped at Veniero’s, an Italian 
pastry shop on 11th street near where I’m stay-
ing—not as good, I’m afraid, as Danish kringle 
from Racine. But the Italian pastry did quite 
nicely, with a dash of ice cream to wash it all 
down.

And I got back to the place I’m staying, and 
I watched the news on line. I saw that a cel-
ebration was planned at the Stonewall around 
6 p.m. I knew I could walk back over and join 
the throng, but I’d been there at the crucial 
moment. It would be a joy to share the thrill, 
and if I were 30 years younger and not as port-
ly and hadn’t walked over four miles back and 
forth over the island of Manhattan already that 
day, I might have. I thought I could actually 
see more if I watched it on television.

I teared up at various times while watching 
the news: when I saw Katie Couric’s interview 
with Jim Obergefell, when I watched the phone 
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Rashawn thompson channels Ray charles in men of soul.
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By scott c. moRGan

There’s a deliberate synchronicity to the title of 
About Face Youth Theater’s new show Fifteen 
Breaths. It was 15 years ago that the queer 
youth theater produced its first show, which 
had the title of First Breath.

“We’ve had an incredible run and we’ve been 
really lucky to see queer youth theater that 
has been lauded and applauded,” said About 
Face Theatre education and outreach director 
Ali Hoefnagel, who is also directing Fifteen 
Breaths.

About Face Theatre launched its About 
Face Youth Theatre program as a response to 
the 1998 murder of college student Matthew 
Shepard. Its purpose was to engage queer 
youth in theater, activism and empowerment, 
and to push them to become catalysts for dia-
logue around gender and sexual identity.

So in addition to the historical ties, Hoefna-
gel said Fifteen Breaths as a title was also cho-
sen to tap into the Black Lives Matter move-
ment and the expression “I Can’t Breathe” that 
was captured on video when Eric Garner died 
in 2014 when he was put into a chokehold by 
New York police.           

“It’s also specifically a nod to ‘artivists,’ and 
I say ‘artivists’ which is sort of the term we’re 
using here at About Face Theatre for artists and 
activists who need to collectively breathe to-
gether sometimes,” Hoefnagel said. “This is not 
easy work that we engage in. It’s work that can 
take healing and time to process.”

Unlike past About Face Youth Theater shows 
that were devised by the members of the youth 
group and then scripted by a grown-up play-
wright, Fifteen Breaths is written entirely by 
its cast, who range in ages from 13 to 24. And 
the timetable for About Face Youth Theater 
shows was also sped up at the request of artis-
tic director Andrew Volkoff, who insisted that 
the youth productions appear on an annual ba-
sis rather than the past practice of using two 
years to devise a piece around a specific topic.

“We were very close to exploring mental 
health within the queer community, and we 
were also very close to doing a show specifi-
cally about race and one about violence abroad 
against queer people,” Hoefnagel said. “But at 
the end of the day, we realized we could kind of 

talk about all of these things in speaking about 
this generational gap.”

Fifteen Breaths focuses on a chance meet-
ing between a young queer boy named Harold 
and an older trans woman named Lil. Both are 
isolated within the queer community, and must 
unite to forge a space they can call their own.

To write the show, AFYT members had writing 
exercises and they conducted interviews with 
a diverse array of people in the queer commu-
nity.

“It was a long process, but it was a really 
cool process in that we got to explore a lot,” 
said Kyla Norton, a member of both the AFYT 
ensemble and Youth Task Force.

To tell the story, Hoefnagel and Norton said 
the show features some voiceovers that are 

verbatim from interviews, but that the char-
acters depicted in the narrative portion of the 
play are composites based upon the lives and 
experiences of the youth ensemble members. 
And since Fifteen Breaths deals with gen-
eration gaps within the queer community, the 
company had to weigh whether to bring in 
adult actors. But ultimately the decision was 
mad to stick with just the youth ensemble.

“I think that it reinforces what we’re trying 
to say about the community and how we need 
to bridge this gap,” said Norton. “By playing 
people who don’t necessarily look like us or 
aren’t necessarily our age, it says that we aren’t 
all that different and that we need to be one 
community.”

About Face Youth Theatre’s Fifteen Breaths 
plays at three locations this summer. First up is 
the Greenhouse Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln 
Ave., with performances at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, July 23 to 25, with a 3 p.m. 
matinee Sunday, July 26. Performances are $15 
and $10 for students (pay-what-you-can pre-
view is July 23). Call 773-404-7336. 

Fifteen Breaths then is presented free in 
association with the Chicago Park District at 
6:30 p.m. July 30 and 31 at the Humboldt Park 
Boathouse, 1301 N. Sacramento Ave., and then 
at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6 and 7 at Chase Park, 4701 
N. Ashland Ave. Though the park performances 

are free, About Face Youth Theatre requests a 
$10 donation when reserving tickets. For more 
information, visit www.aboutfacetheatre.com.

a loss to chicago theater
Abena Joan P. Brown, a native Chicagoan and 

co-founder of eta Creative Arts Foundation, 
passed away July 12 following a short illness. 
Brown served as president and producer of eta 
from its inception in 1971 until her retirement 
in March 2011.

Brown built eta into a major presence 
in Black theater. During her tenure, Brown 
steered eta to the purchase and renovation of a 
15,000-square-foot facility that houses a 200-
seat theater with gallery and other community 
spaces. She later spearheaded the acquisition 
of an entire city block along South Chicago 
Avenue from 75th to 76th Streets for future 
expansion.

Check the eta Creative Arts Foundation web-
site at www.etacreativearts.org for updates or 
call 773-752-3955 for funeral arrangements. In 
lieu of flowers, Brown’s family requests dona-
tions to the following organizations: eta Cre-
ative Arts Foundation, 7558 S. South Chicago 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60619, and Muntu Dance The-
atre of Chicago, 1809 E. 71st St., #203, Chi-
cago, IL 60649. 
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tHEAtER REVIEW 

Whatever
Playwright: Robert tenges
at: the side project, 1439 w. Jarvis st.
tickets: 773-340-0140 or 
www.thesideproject.net; $10-$20
Runs through aug. 9

By scott c. moRGan

Abortion and easy access to firearms are intro-
duced in the first few minutes of Whatever, a 
drama by Robert Tenges now receiving a world 
premiere at the side project. Sure enough, that 
gun goes off before the end, but the buildup 
to that moment is drawn out and ultimately 
dramatically bewildering.

Whatever starts with teenager Chloe (Grace 
Melon) and her medicated boyfriend, Declan 
(Aaron Lockman), falsifying a field trip note to 
trick her dad into giving her money for a sched-
uled abortion the next day. Later that evening, 

Chloe is petulant and rude to her father, Henry 
(Josh Odor), and his new girlfriend, Rachel 
(Kirsten D’Aurelio), who questions whether this 
relationship is one she should pursue.

The next morning, Declan’s mother, Ivy 
(Shawna Tucker), lashes out at him for refus-
ing to take his medication. Then at school, 
a grossly inappropriate relationship between 
Chloe and counselor Scott (Bryan Breau) is 

also revealed. Henry’s boss Mike (Mike Rice) is 
also in the play, though his marital and health 
problems seem to take up more time than they 
really should.

Tenges has overburdened Whatever with too 
many surrounding people and circumstances 
around the lives of its central teen couple 
over a 24-hour period. Perhaps Tenges wanted 
to show a bigger picture of the community of 

adults around one unhinged teenager who is 
pushed to murder, but it doesn’t help when so 
many of those characters are so woefully un-
derwritten or only tangentially tied into the 
central conflict.

Tenges’ decision to include a relationship be-
tween an adult and teenager feels ill-advised, 
especially since it’s treated as just a basic plot 
point in the mechanics of the play rather than 
a major revelation in of itself. Tenges also 
spends far too much time with the underde-
veloped adult characters, whose conflicts and 
dilemmas feel forced and far too lightweight 
in comparison to the unfolding drama between 
Chloe and Declan.  

With such sketchy material, the cast under 
the direction of Adam Webster do what they 
can to enliven their characters. But there’s 
only so much they have to work with, so 
they’re not entirely at fault when their charac-
ters don’t pass muster when it comes to believ-
ability. Since they have the most dramatically 
to work with, Melon’s Chloe and Lockman’s De-
clan come off best.

Whatever certainly started off with plenty of 
promise as a teen angst drama before Tenges 
steered it off in strange and tangential direc-
tions regarding the adults. And since Tenges 
wanted to pack it all in within the course of 24 
hours, Whatever often feels rushed as it only 
scratches the surface of so many of the charac-
ters’ personal problems.

tHEAtER REVIEW 

Men of Soul
Playwright: Daryl D. Brooks
at: Black Ensemble theater, 
4450 n. clark st.
tickets: 773-769-4451; 
www.blackensemble.org; $55-$65
Runs through: aug. 31

By maRy sHEn BaRniDGE

The disagreement over what precisely consti-
tutes “soul” will never be resolved, but two 
major components emerging from the decades-
long dispute are experience at overcoming 
adversity, whether personal or ancestral, and 
a performance style characterized by the phe-
nomenon called “duende”—a quasi-theoleptic 
quality amplifying artistic form through the 
even-if-I-die-in-the-next-minute-I-WILL-say-
THIS-NOW defiance of the artist in the embrace 
of its divine power. This trait informs the ros-
ter of songwriter/vocalists selected by Daryl D. 
Brooks for his tribute to an array of musical 
icons exemplifying this elusive concept.
  A “tribute” does not require its participants 
to physically resemble their personae. Even 
so, Rueben D. Echoles’ initial appearance, cos-
tumed as James Brown, drew chuckles from an 
audience temporarily forgetting what dazzling 

footwork could be expected of the company’s 
choreographer-in-residence. Indeed, many of 
the talents depicted mandate little more in 
the way of duplication than singing, but oth-
ers are so closely associated with visual images 
in popular memory as to demand more of their 
doubles.

 

This can be as simple as Rashawn Thompson 
adopting Ray Charles’ distinctive metronomic 
body-sway during a jubilant “Night Time Is the 
Right Time,” or Matthew Payne’s Elton John 
stamping the piano pedals on “Bennie and 
the Jets.” (You heard that right, by the way. 
Brooks’ definition of “soul” also encompasses 

such caucasian-persuasion warblers as “nappy-
headed blue-eyed” Welshman Tom Jones and 
Bronx-born Billy Joel, although the latter’s 
claim to inclusion is hampered by a faulty 
choice from among the composer’s extensive 
repertoire.) 
 By contrast, Kyle Smith channeling Prince 
during an execution of “Purple Rain” in all 
its Wagnerian glory commands near-complete 
kinetic immersion into the intensely eccen-
tric musician’s individual mannerisms, as does 
the aforementioned Payne’s fearless rendition 
of Joe Cocker’s “With a Little Help From My 
Friends.” Whatever amusement may be gen-
erated by his unnervingly accurate body lan-
guage is quickly dispelled by his likewise ac-
curate gravel-slide delivery.
  On its first post-opening night, the evening’s 
agenda still displayed signs of being under re-
vision—in particular, the ballad-heavy second 
act, after leading off with the trio of female 
back-up singers giving us a preview of the up-
coming Women of Soul revue currently in the 
works. This doesn’t mean that you should wait 
before booking tickets, however. There’s plenty 
in the currently two-and-a-quarter hours be-
fore El DeBarge’s “Rhythm of the Night” and 
a medley of classics by the prolific Bill With-
ers sends us home caroling “Lean on Me” with 
enthusiasm, elation and maybe even a bit of, 
yes, soul.  

men of the soul cast. 
Photo by Danny Nicholas
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the Diary of anne Frank, Writers Theatre, 
Glencoe, through Aug. 16. The revised script 
of this familiar drama incorporates long-ex-
punged diary passages that make Anne more 
human and less saintly. This production also 
looks afresh at the characters—Anne’s parents, 
Mr. Dussel, etc.—to make them less archetypal 
and more nuanced. JA

Kinky Boots, Cadillac Palace Theatre, 
through July 26. Cyndi Lauper and Harvey Fier-
stein’s fable of drag divas, factory workers and 
heroic footwear has just gotten better since its 
2012 tryout. MSB

men on the verge of a His-Panic Break-
down, Pride Films and Plays at Apollo Studio, 
through July 26. Guillermo Reyes’ nine por-
traits of the gay Latino immigration experi-
ence—Mexican, Cuban, Chilean, Spanish and 
many more—provide a showcase for the versa-
tile skills of actor Nelson Rodriguez. MSB

the winter’s tale, First Folio Theatre at May-
slake Peabody Estate, Oak Brook, through Aug. 
9. Co-directors Alison C. Vesely and Hayley 
Rice smartly condense and edit Shakespeare’s 
“problem play” to keep it dramatically on point 
in this fine outdoor staging involving a jealous 
king who accuses his queen of adultery. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

tHEAtER REVIEW

Take Me Back
Playwright: Emily schwend
at: the Poor theatre at collaboraction, 
1579 n. milwaukee ave.
tickets: www.thepoortheatre.org; $10-$16
Runs through aug. 8

By scott c. moRGan

In The Poor Theatre’s Midwest premiere of 
Emily Schwend’s drama Take Me Back, you 
genuinely feel that you’re watching a diabet-
ic mother on stage who has been magically 
transported directly from the play’s setting 
of Muskogee, Oklahoma. But it’s actually vet-
eran actor Susan Monts-Bologna embodying 
her character of Sue so realistically that you 
marvel at her naturalistic craft and feel heart-
broken along with her character.

Yet Take Me Back isn’t just a vehicle for 
Monts-Bologna to shine. Schwend’s slice-of-
life drama taps into most anyone’s nostalgic 
desire to go back to a personal time and place 

before life’s disappointments came crashing 
down.

Take Me Back follows the recently released 
ex-con Bill (Dillon Kelleher), who is living 
with and caring for his lunch lady mother, 
Sue. Since he’s having a hard time finding 
steady work, Bill pours his frustrated energy 
into coming up with schemes to make a quick 
buck and policing sugar in Sue’s meals.

It’s the arrival of Bill’s ex-girlfriend, Julie 
(Alex Fisher), who prompts all three to look 
back at their happier times. Julie is back in 
town for a family wedding, and her seeking 
out of Bill brings on will-they-won’t-they 
questions about rekindling their past love. 
But it turns out that Bill has got himself 
mixed up with a Best Buy employee named 
Casey (a petulant Juliana Liscio), so his fu-
ture undoubtedly will not be a brighter one.

Schwend’s drama is fairly even-keel 
throughout, and director Will Crouse appro-
priately matches the play’s tone. With such an 
amazing performance coming from Monts-Bo-
logna, the rest of the cast pale by comparison 
even though they’re all doing very good work.

Kelleher’s take on Bill genuinely shows his 
concern for his mother, though I wanted more 
visible frustration and fear from him—espe-
cially when his underhanded idea to make 
money falls apart. I also would have liked to 
see some more insecurities with Fisher’s Ju-
lie as she returns to the place of her carefree 
teenage years. It’s true that Julie is sup-
posed to appear far more put-together than 
Bill since she was able to find a new life in 
Garland, Texas. But the very fact that Julie 
chooses to spend time with such “damaged 
goods” as Bill could have shown up more in 
Fisher’s performance.  

Poor Theatre’s realization of the suburban 
malaise in Schwend’s Take Me Back neatly 
extends to the homey set by designer Alan 
Schwanke and the amazing sound design of 
Eric Backus that conjures up the town’s lim-
ited opportunities. But most importantly, 
it’s Monts-Bologna’s performance of Sue that 
grounds the production in a specific place and 
time since she herself fits in so perfectly with 
the Oklahoma milieu.

whatever. 
Photo by
Scott
Dray
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BY HEIDI SCHRECK  
DIRECTED BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER 

YASEN PEYANKOV

Featuring ensemble members Mariann Mayberry, Tim Hopper (7/2 – 8/9) and Francis Guinan (8/11 – 8/30) with Brittany Uomoleale and Victor Almanzar

What happens when faith & forgiveness reach the boiling point?

“One of those Steppenwolf Theatre productions 
that reminds you of why you go to the 
theater in the first place” – Chicago Sun-Times

“One of the summer’s must-see performances”  

– Gaper’s Block

“A play full of both humor and heart”  

– CS

“Everything is on fire for Mayberry… a great 
Steppenwolf performance”  

– Chicago Tribune

“Fleet, sharp and honest”  

– Chicago Sun-Times

Tickets start at $20  |  steppenwolf. org  |  312-335-1650
2014/15 Grand Benefactors 2014/15 Benefactors

http://www.steppenwolf.org


By JERRy nUnn

Sandra Bernhard is a woman of many talents. 
Stand-up has always been a part of her act, 
even before her big break in Martin Scorsese’s 
The King of Comedy, for which she won the 
National Society of Film Critics Award for Best 
Supporting Actress.

After her many appearances on the Roseanne 
sitcom she continues with more TV shows such 
as Brooklyn Nine-Nine and recently on 2 Broke 
Girls as a lesbian owner of a Manhattan res-
taurant.

Bernhard returns to Chicago and talks being 
blessed with a Nunn.

windy city times: Hi, sandra. i see you 
have been traveling all over.

Sandra Bernhard: I have been doing my usual 
assortment of shows.

wct: and grilling out for Fourth of July…
SB: Yeah, we were out in Hudson, New York, 

which was really nice to get out of the city for 
a few days so that was fun.

wct: so talk about the new act, “#blessed.”
SB: Well, my work is always in progress be-

cause things change culturally. I always try to 
keep it up to date and fresh. There are lon-
ger pieces that are a little more evergreen and 
there’s more topical stuff. It covers the wide 
swath of life and experiences that I stay open 
to. It is all intermingled with great music using 
my Chicago based band. They are rocking. It 
will be another great night of fun with Sandy. 
[Laughs]

I don’t like to overexplain specifically about 
my shows, but there is continuity in my work 
that has spanned all the years that I have been 
doing it. I think that is why people come back 
again and again. They want to hear what I 
have to say and get caught up in my world.

wct: i love the celebrity stories.
SB: Exactly.
wct: i read that there is burlesque in the 

show.

SB: No—when I describe my show, I say 
there are elements of burlesque, cabaret [and] 
rock, and I think people just get confused. I 
talk about all of the stylistic entertainment 
values that I bring to my shows.

wct: the #blessed expression is playing 
off how everyone thinks they are blessed 
these days?

SB: Yes—the absurdity of social media, how 
people come to that letting everybody know 
the wonderful things that are happening or 
whatever they need to talk about, and having 
everybody else see that they are talking about 
it. We can’t be thankful or happy or sad in pri-
vate anymore. It is all done for the benefit of 
followers or the extra followers you might get 
from baring your soul, whether it is the truth 
or not.

wct: i wonder what God did before all the 
prayers on Facebook?

SB: Probably about as much as he’s doing 
now … I will leave it at that! It kind of takes 
the responsibility out of the hands of the peo-
ple and turns it over to unknown entities. I 
think it is better to take control of your own 
life. That is the best advice I always have for 
people.

wct: what is your opinion on new female 
comics like amy schumer?

SB: I think everybody who has worked hard 
and been out there doing their thing deserves 
success. I think everybody has some sort of 
talent. What speaks to me are subtly and nu-
ance. It was funny: My girlfriend and I were 
watching 9 to 5 last night with Jane, Lily and 
Dolly. There is such a difference in 35 years of 
filmmaking where people had space in a film 
and were not hitting people over the head with 
grotesque body functions. I like smart work and 
anyone who brings that I like. That is what my 
work is about and what I respond to in other 
people’s work.

wct: Did you watch the netflix show Grace 
and Frankie, with Lily tomlin and Jane Fonda?

SB: Yes, I did. I think they could have done 
a better job writing that show for those two 
women because they are so sharp and talented. 
It is a little soft, the writing…

wct: maybe second season it will pick up.
SB: I hope so. It should and they deserve 

better. I will take it any way I can get it be-
cause you want to see those women work for-
ever.

wct: Lily is such a class act. they don’t 
make people like that anymore.

SB: No, they don’t—that’s for sure.
wct: i think since Joan Rivers died we 

haven’t heard people making politically in-
correct jokes as much.

SB: That is the problem with political cor-
rectness and irreverence. It is a tragedy for the 
American comedy scene. I was saying to my 
girlfriend this morning that I have to measure 
out every word that I say to not offend people, 
then spend all this time explaining what I re-
ally meant. When I started performing I could 
just say things and they were funny. The au-
dience would get the layers. That is how it 
should be. No good, smart performer should 
have to explain anything. It’s a bummer and 
ruining the whole process.

wct: Don’t change because you are funny.
SB: Thank you. I’m not changing, believe me, 

but the world is not open to the nuances it 
once was.

wct: now that the supreme court ruling 
[regarding marriage equality] has come 
down, i saw you focusing on reproductive 
rights on social media.

SB: Of course it is fabulous that people can 
get married now. It is long due, but when you 

turn around and people are still being shot 
in churches because of their skin color in the 
South, I look at the whole picture. Women’s 
reproductive rights are almost extinct at this 
point so I continue to worry and stay involved 
in all of the different aspects of social justice. 
Everyone is thrilled about marriage equality, 
that’s a given.

wct: How was being on the television 
show 2 Broke Girls?

SB: It was fabulous. I had a great time. The 
girls are really fun. They were open and wel-
comed me as the entire cast did. It was a great 
experience with an old school sitcom … or new 
school sitcom!

wct: Do you get to have fun while in chi-
cago?

SB: I’m really not because I am in and out. 
I have to get back because there is stuff hap-
pening at home. I love Chicago. I would like 
to come there and just hang out and not be 
performing because whenever I am working in 
a city I never get to have extra time. It’s too 
much.

wct: what are you doing after touring?
SB: This is not a proper tour since I perform 

around every year. That is a part of my career. I 
have something big coming up but it is still in 
negotiations. Until then, I will continue to do 
what I do. I am #thankful!

Find out what she’s so #blessed with two 
shows at city winery July 23 and 24 at 8 
p.m. visit citywinery.com for tickets.

Bernhard’s exploits can be found on san-
draBernhard.com.

Tommy Tune at
July 30 tap event

The Chicago Human Rhythm Project (CHRP) 
welcomes 10-time Tony Award winner Tommy 
Tune at its 25th-anniversary Jubalee Gala. 

This evening, hosted by WGN’s Dean Rich-
ards, takes place Thursday, July 30, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Museum of Contemporary Art Chi-
cago, 220 E. Chicago Ave.

At the Jubalee, Tune will perform his one-
man show Taps, Tunes and Tall Tales, an au-
tobiographical journey. Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
is the gala’s honorary chair.

Tickets are $500; call Tim Bowser 312-542-
2477, ext. 211, write to gala@chicagotap.
org or visit chicagotap.org.

EXPO Chicago 
reveals special 
exhibitions 

EXPO Chicago, The International Exposi-
tion of Contemporary & Modern Art, has 
announced 25 special exhibitions to be in-
cluded in the fourth annual exposition Sept. 
17-20 at Navy Pier.

The special exhibitions program will join 
140 galleries representing 16 countries and 
46 cities from around the world.

A few of the special exhibitions are Shop-

Columbia, Columbia College Chicago’s stu-
dent and alumni art boutique; Human Rights 
Watch, which will showcase six photographs 
by world-renowned photographer Sebastiao 
Salgado; and Union League Club of Chicago 
presenting a selection of works by female 
artists who have shaped art in Chicago.

Visit EXPOChicago.com.

‘Loving’ looks at 
Gertrude Stein

Kokandy Productions will continue its 2015 
season with Loving Repeating, a musical 
tribute to the life and loves of celebrated 
author Gertrude Stein.

Using Stein’s own works as lyrics, the 
production is adapted by Frank Galati (The 
Grapes of Wrath; The Accidental Tourist), 
with music by Stephen Flaherty (Ragtime; 
Seussical), direction by Co-Artistic Director 
Allison Hendrix, music direction by Resident 
Music Director Kory Danielson and choreogra-
phy by Andrea Louise Soule.

Loving Repeating will run through Aug. 30 
at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. Tickets 
are $25 (previews July 18-19)-$38 (regular 
run) each; visit KokandyProductions.com, 
call 773-975-8150 or stop by the Theater Wit 
box office.

‘Dance for Life’
on Aug. 15

Seven of Chicago’s dance companies will 
once again come together for Dance for Life 
on Saturday, Aug. 15.

The gala reception will be at Hilton Chi-
cago, 720 S. Michigan Ave., at 5 p.m. The 
performances will take place at Auditorium 
Theatre of Roosevelt University, 50 E. Con-
gress Pkwy., at 7:30 p.m. 

Participating companies include Giordano 
Dance Chicago, Hubbard Street Dance Chi-
cago, Joffrey Ballet, River North Dance Chi-
cago, C5, Chicago Human Rhythm Project and 
Same Planet Different World Dance Theatre.

Tickets are $15-$75 (performance only) 
and $250-$600 (includes admission to the 
gala reception and premiere seating at the 
performance); call 312-922-5812 or visit 
www.danceforlifechicago.org.

tommy tune at the 2015 tonys. 
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sandra Bernhard. 
Photo by Kevin Thomas Garcia
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tHEAtER REVIEW

Grand Concourse
Playwright: Heidi schreck
at: steppenwolf theatre, 1650 n. Halsted st.
tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $20-$89
Runs through: aug. 30

By maRy sHEn BaRniDGE

This play features a pretty teenage girl af-
flicted with cancer working in a church-affil-
iated charity facility—but don’t haul out your 
hankies yet. There’s also a paranoid ex-hippie 
prone to go off his medication, but you can 
keep your tasers holstered, too. Staff employ-
ees include a Dominican immigrant and a nun, 
but don’t come anticipating discussions of 
green cards or saying of rosaries (though an 
oven timer sometimes signals a call to prayer). 
Neither will you be rewarded with a tidy resolu-

tion to the arguments posed in this disturb-
ingly candid portrait of a behavior universally 
observed, but rarely acknowledged. 
 The language of every culture recognizes the 
existence of certain unfortunate individuals 
who somehow contrive to turn every achieve-
ment to their own disadvantage. Sometimes 
they are intimidated by the psychological re-
orientation that accompanies changes of for-
tune. Others may feel undeserving of success 
and fear inevitable discovery of their fraudu-
lent claims thereto. Still others delight in the 
forgiveness extended them following appropri-
ate displays of remorse. Usually, their only in-
jury is to themselves, but they can inflict con-
siderable damage upon unwary companions.
 How long it takes you to spot the chronic 
self-saboteur in Heidi Schreck’s play depends 
on the extent of your own encounters with such 
personalities, but what is quickly apparent is 
the difficulty of exercising caution in a commu-
nity whose very mission is based in assumption 

of innocence, even after repeated evidence of 
underlying motives encouraging suspicion. Sis-
ter Shelly is no rosy-eyed idealist, having long 
ago shed the superficial trappings of her vows 
and in danger of abandoning its fundamental 
tenets as well, but the weariness that comes of 
daily confronting human failure causes her to 
waver in her resolve. Ironically, the very traits 
mandated by her calling are what render her 
and her likewise kind-hearted assistant vulner-
able to guilt-induced stratagems perpetrated 
without malice, but no less destructive for be-
ing so. 
 Yasen Peyankov’s earlier experiences with a 
theater company performing adjacent to a so-

cial-services facility (not unlike that replicated 
onstage down to the last detail by Joey Wade) 
informs his direction of Schreck’s incisive sym-
posium on moral crises arising from the con-
flict between good intentions and faulty ex-
ecution. Mariann Mayberry, rapidly becoming 
Steppenwolf’s foremost character actress, an-
chors an ensemble embracing the ambiguity of 
their painfully flawed personae with compas-
sion as unflinching and unsentimentalized as 
the industrial kitchen fixtures—including fully 
functional stove, sink, fridge, microwave, chop-
ping knives, paper-towel dispenser—found in 
mean-street outposts providing sustenance to 
starving souls, however you define that word.

Contemporary updates of Chekhov’s 
The Seagull often haven’t fared too 
well critically, but Aaron Posner’s 
stupid Fucking Bird turned out to 
be an exception. Sideshow Theatre 
Company’s Midwest premiere of the 
show was so successful that Carlisle 
Hart, LLC is bringing the entire cast 
back for a commercial remounting for 
the summer. Stupid Fucking Bird runs 
from Thursday, July 23, through Sun-
day, Aug. 30, at Victory Gardens Zacek 
McVay Theater, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave., 
Chicago. Preview tickets are $10-$39, 
while regular-run passes are $15-$49. 
For more information, call 773-871-
3000, or visit www.victorygardens.org 
or www.sideshowtheatre.org.   
Photo by Jonathan L. Green
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312.443.3800  | GoodmanTheatre.org
GROUPS SAVINGS FOR 10+: 312.443.3820Exclusive Airline of Goodman Theatre

PARK GRILL
Promotional Partner

AND

AND AND

 “BRILLIANT”  
 “A GLITTERATI CAST”
 –CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

THE HILARIOUS BROADWAY HIT MAKES ITS CHICAGO DEBUT!

BY CHRISTOPHER DURANG | DIRECTED BY STEVE SCOTT

EXTENDED BY POPULAR  
DEMAND THROUGH AUGUST 2!

 “STEVE SCOTT’S FIRST- 
RATE CAST FINDS ALL  
OF THE HIGHBROW FUN”
 –TIME OUT CHICAGO

 “LAUGH-OUT-LOUD FUNNY”
 “DELIGHTFULLY ZANY”
 –DAILY HERALD

 “HILARIOUS...EXUBERANT...
PROFOUND...PERFECT”
 –CHICAGO READER

SPECIAL 90TH ANNIVERSARY OFFER:  
$90 for two main floor or four mezzanine tickets.*

*Performances 7/30 – 8/2 only

Grand concourse. 
Photo by Michael Brosilow

http://www.goodmantheatre.org
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Do I Sound Gay?;
Black Alphabet;
restored films 
Do i sound Gay?
 Out journalist David Thorpe’s anxiety over 
sounding gay—an anxiety that has long been 
a subconscious problem with Our People and 
historically a source of derision from straight 
culture—is explored in Thorpe’s fast-paced, 
breezy documentary Do i sound Gay? 
 After a breakup with his boyfriend and facing 
a bit of a midlife crisis, Thorpe decided that his 
effeminate sounding voice might be part of his 
problem in attracting the man of his dreams. 
Deciding to film his journey, Thorpe starts with 
a visit to a speech therapist in an attempt to 
“de-gay” his speaking voice and proceeds to 
interviews with a wide assortment of folks—fa-
mous and not-so—on their feelings about the 
stereotypical gay man’s voice.
 The journey includes funny and thought-
ful insights from Margaret Cho, Dan Savage, 
George Takei, Tim Gunn, Don Lemon and, most 
tellingly, author and humorist David Sedaris. 
Sedaris’ rare on-camera interview—a nice coup 
for Thorpe—is the highlight of the film, which 
intersperses Thorpe’s speech therapy sessions 
with a fair amount of kvetching on camera. Se-
daris confesses that he has carried guilt and 
embarrassment over his “gay”-sounding voice, 
and suspects that other gay men have as well. 
 The film also includes a brief historical over-
view with clips from The Boys in the Band and 
other movies and TV shows with prominent gay 
characters lisping in stereotypical fashion. In 
addition, several of the talking heads ruminate 
on the impact of the typical “gay voice” with 
its perfectly enunciated speech and lilting ca-
dence on culture.
 The movie raises some interesting questions 
about internalized homophobia within our 
community over gay speak but its scratch-the-
surface approach to such a deeply rooted ste-
reotype and too many on-camera moments from 
Thorpe himself (his guilt quickly wears out its 
welcome) erodes the movie’s ultimate impact. 
Do I Sound Gay? is most successful—and this 
is not insignificant and makes for an excellent 
stand-alone reason to see the movie—as a 
starting point for deeper conversations about 
this worthy, often overlooked topic within LG-
BTQ culture. Do I Sound Gay? is available VOD 
and will play exclusively in Chicago at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St., beginning 
Friday, July 24. http://www.siskelfilmcenter.
org/doisoundgay

Black alphabet Film Festival Highlights
 The Black Alphabet Film Festival (BAFF)—
which is dedicated to showcasing Black LGBTQ 
cinema—returns for the third year July 23-26 
with screenings on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Chicago and the Center on Halsted. 
 More than 35 features and shorts will be 
showcased during the festival, many of them 
Chicago premieres. Highlights include the 
year we thought about Love, Ellen Brodsky’s 
behind-the-scenes documentary about the 
Boston-based True Colors OUT Youth Theater (a 
troupe of young queer performers) as it pre-
pares a new production. the same Difference, 
from director Nneka Onuorah, explores gender 
roles and discrimination within the African-
American lesbian community while P.J. Raval’s 
powerful documentary Before you Know it 
(Reeling’s Best Documentary prize winner in 
2013) delves into the unique issues facing LG-

BTQ seniors. 
 Shirley Clarke’s 1967 Portrait of Jason is a 
bona fide classic of LGBT cinema, offering a 
mesmerizing on-camera monologue from its 
endlessly fascinating subject—Jason Hol-
liday, a prostitute and sometime entertainer. 
The film, which was restored in 2013, received 
such attention and critical acclaim that it has 
now become the subject of a feature film about 
its making—Jason and Shirley—in which film-
maker and subject confront each other. Visit 
the fest’s website for complete line-up and to 
purchase advance tickets. www.blackalphabet.
org

Recently restored
 The Siskel Film Center’s Recently Restored se-
ries—dedicated to screening both Hollywood 
classics and unsung films—has been running 
throughout the month of July and continues 
through early August. 
 Several of the films in the line-up are of LGBT 
interest, including 1959’s suddenly Last sum-
mer (July 26, 30), Gore Vidal’s reinterpretation 
of Tennessee Williams’ melodramatic play about 
the suspicious death “last summer” of a clos-
eted gay man witnessed by his gorgeous cousin 
(portrayed by the gorgeous Elizabeth Taylor). 
Katharine Hepburn, Montgomery Clift and Mer-
cedes McCambridge co-star. 54: the Director’s 
cut (July 31, Aug. 2-3)—Mark Christopher’s 
1998 film about the infamous Studio 54 disco 
with its sensational performance by Mike Myers 
as gay club owner Steve Rubell—restores the 
storyline of its bisexual protagonist (played by 
dreamy Ryan Phillippe), a busboy at the club 
involved with fellow employees Breckin Meyer 
and his luscious wife, Salma Hayek. 
 The Maysles brothers seminal documentary 
1975 documentary Grey Gardens (Aug. 1, 
5)—a portrait of mother and daughter Big 
Edie and Little Edie Beale living in their decay-
ing mansion in tony East Hampton—is always 
worth taking in, as is Douglas Sirk’s 1959 kitsch 
masterpiece of motherhood and race relations, 
imitation of Life (Aug. 1, 6), with Lana Turn-
er, Sandra Dee, wooden but hunky John Gavin 
as the object of both their affections, Juanita 
Moore and Susan Kohner. Complete listings, 
show times and advance tickets are at http://
www.siskelfilmcenter.org/recentlyrestored.

Gay Daniel Day-Lewis, beautiful Black stal-
lion
In 1985, British director Stephen Frears be-
came the indie darling with his warm, thought-
provoking and surprisingly romantic drama my 
Beautiful Laundrette. Based on Hanif Kurei-
shi’s richly textured script, Daniel Day-Lewis 
plays a gay skinhead who falls in love with his 
childhood friend, a Pakistani man who opens 
an upscale laundromat in order to impress his 
class-conscious family. The Criterion Collec-
tion has just released a restored version on 
Blu-ray and DVD with a raft of newly created 
special features. http://www.criterion.com/
films/28044-my-beautiful-laundrette
 Criterion has also released a restored ver-
sion of Caleb Deschanel’s 1979 masterpiece 
the Black stallion, surely one of the most 
beautiful films ever made. The simple story 
relates the bond between a boy and a fierce, 
wild horse who are the only survivors of a ship-
wreck. Featuring tremendous acting from child 
actor Kelly Reno, Teri Garr as his mother and 
Mickey Rooney (in an Oscar nominated perfor-
mance), the movie casts a dreamy, lyrical spell 
helped along by Carmine Coppola’s gorgeous 
score (also Oscar nominated). The Criterion 
version includes a batch of new special fea-
tures as well. Both are highly recommended. 
http://www.criterion.com/films/28685-the-
black-stallion

Upcoming movie calendar
 Highlights from films opening in Chicago, 
July 24 and July 31 (or available digitally)
 Lila & Eve (open now)—When Viola Davis’ 
son is murdered, she joins a support group 
and meets Jennifer Lopez as another mother, 
grieving over the death of her daughter. When 
justice proves elusive, the two women join to-

gether to seek revenge on their own. The mov-
ie, directed by Charles Stone (Drumline) works 
better as a drama rather than thriller, thanks 
to Davis’ tremendous performance. The movie is 
available VOD and is playing exclusively in Chi-
cagoland at the South Barrington 30. http://
www.lilaandevemovie.com/
 the Black alphabet Film Festival (BAFF) 
(7/23—7/26)—See listing details above.
 southpaw (7/24)—Jake Gyllenhaal bulked 
up for this portrait of a boxer whose personal 
life falls apart as his career gains momentum.
 irrational man (7/24)—Woody Allen’s lat-

est, a mystery drama, stars Joaquin Phoenix 
as a philosophy professor involved with Emma 
Stone, who is one of his students. Parker Posey 
and Jamie Blackley co-star.
 mission: impossible: Rogue nation 
(7/31)—Tom Cruise returns for a fifth go round 
of this mega action thriller centering on the 
elite IMF organization, reassembled after dis-
banding to bring down a shadowy evil organi-
zation called The Syndicate. Jeremy Renner, Si-
mon Pegg, Rebecca Ferguson and Ving Rhames 
co-star.

KnIGHt

By RicHaRD KniGHt, JR.

KnIGHtKnIGHt
at the
movies

Brooks poetry 
contest July 22
 On Wed., July 22, at 7 p.m., 20 poets from 
across Illinois will compete for a poetry prize 
started by Gwendolyn Brooks in partnership 
with the Guild Literary Complex.
 The event will take place at the Reva and 
David Logan Center for the Arts, 915 E. 60th 
St. The 20 semi-finalists will compete for a 
top prize of $600, with four finalists receiv-
ing at least $50. Additionally, avery r. young, 
Deepak Unnikrishnan and more will perform.
 Tickets are available at the door for $6-$8, 
or in advance online at www.guildcomplex.
org. A free reception, with food and open 
bar, will follow the main event.

LGBTs among
Emmy nominations
 The Emmy nominations were announced 
July 16, and HBO Game of Thrones led all 
shows with 24 nominations. (HBO hauled in 
a total of 124 nods, Variety reported; ABC 
was a distant second with 42.)
 There was plenty of LGBT-related recogni-
tion among the noms, with Transparent and 
Orange Is the New Black receiving nods. 
Transparent received a nod for comedy series 
(and will compete with Modern Family and 
Veep, among others), and Jeffrey Tambor was 
nominated for lead actor in a comedy. Orange 
Is the New Black is up against six other se-
ries (including Mad Men and House of Cards) 
for drama series.
 Queen Latifah was nominated for playing 
the late bisexual blues singer Bessie Smith 
in HBO’s Bessie, while David Oyelowo (Os-
car-nominated for Selma) was nominated for 
playing a troubled military vet with sexual-
ity-related issues in HBO’s Nightingale. In 
addition, Lily Tomlin was nominated for her 
role in Netflix’s Grace and Frankie, while Ryan 
Murphy’s American Horror Story: Freak Show 
also got nods for limited series and for lead 
actress Jessica Lange. (“Horror” will vie for 

the series award with American Crime, Olive 
Kitteridge, The Honorable Woman and Wolf 
Hall.)
 Also, Kevin Spacey received a nod for lead 
actor in a drama series for playing bisexual 
president Francis Underwood on House of 
Cards. (Robin Wright, as Spacey’s spouse on 
the show, also was nominated.) 
 Among reality-competition programs, the 
nominees are The Amazing Race, Dancing 
with the Stars, Project Runway, So You Think 
You Can Dance, Top Chef and The Voice.
 Entertainment Weekly’s take on the most 
shocking snubs included Empire (drama se-
ries), Chicagoan Gina Rodriguez (lead actress 
in a comedy series, for Jane the Virgin), The 
Good Wife’s Julianna Margulies and Scandal’s 
Kerry Washington (for lead actress in a drama 
series), and out actor Jim Parsons and The 
Big Bang Theory.
 Orange Is the New Black actress/ Emmy 
winner Uzo Aduba and So You Think You Can 
Dance host Cat Deeley announced the nomi-
nees.
 The Emmy Awards will take place Sunday, 
Sept. 20, at the Nokia Theatre in Los Ange-
les, with Andy Samberg hosting. It will air at 
7 p.m. CT on Fox.

taylor schilling in orange is the new 
Black. 
Photo from Lionsgate

the year we thought about Love, 
part of the Black alphabet Film Festival.
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By tERRi-LynnE waLDRon

Chicago’s Black Alphabet Film Festival presents 
The Same Difference, a documentary directed 
by first-time filmmaker and out lesbian Nneka 
Onuorah. 

The documentary examines lesbians who 
discriminate against other lesbians based on 
gender roles as well as the hypocrisy and segre-
gation that some lesbians face within the com-
munity. Windy City Times talked to Onuorah 
about what inspired the film, facing obstacles 
and the lack of Black lesbians on TV.

windy city times: the idea for the same 
Difference was sparked by a conversation 
you had with your friends.

Nneka Onuorah: We were talking about how 
I grew up and where I really tried to stay away 
from the lesbian community as far as parties 
and events. There were always such negative 
vibes there and I was working at the time and 
I was looking for something to put out to the 
world that I actually cared about. 

My friend suggested that I should do a film 
about that, and I thought that it was a great 
idea. It was perfect timing because I was look-
ing to expand from television into film. I was 
also looking to do something that would make 
me feel self-actualized and something that I 
could do for our community.

wct: the documentary shows that some 
lesbians take issue with femme lesbians. 
why is that?

NO: I think there’s an issue with seeing our-
selves as being glamourous and “beautiful,” 
and femininity being seen as vulnerable and 

not seen as being strong. It seems like there is 
a reverence toward masculinity. 

wct: one of the women in your documen-
tary talked about being physically attacked 
by other women because she was considered 
to be too pretty to be a lesbian.

NO: That does happen, especially in the stud 
on stud community. A lot of times when other 
lesbians see two aggressive women, they don’t 
understand it. They see two studs as two men 
together and they don’t like what they see. 
Then they get angry and retaliate based on 
that anger.

wct: can the different groups of lesbians 
interact in a club setting despite their dis-
criminating against one another?

NO: You have times when two studs will kiss 
and everyone will look at them like they are 
crazy. It’s such an old-fashioned mentality and 
that’s part of why I didn’t want to be involved 
in that club scene growing up—because I 
thought it was unhealthy.

wct: i know that the documentary was a 
labor of love for you as it was self-financed. 
How full was your plate at the time?

NO: I faced some obstacles while working on 
the documentary. I was working full-time as an 
associate producer at BET, I was in school try-
ing to finish college and I was dealing with my 
mom battling cancer all at the same time.

wct: were there times when you wanted 
to give up working on the same Difference?

NO: There were a bunch of times that I want-
ed to give up or put it on hold because I was 
kind of putting my job in jeopardy. Trying to 
give everything 100 percent is very difficult, so 

there were times when I had to stop thinking I 
was spending too much money and wondering 
if I was spending enough time with my mom. 

wct: Did you have to hide working on this 
documentary from the higher-ups at BEt?

NO: I think everybody knew. I put out a 
teaser online trying to engage the response 
about the topic and I didn’t expect it to get 
tremendous response. Almost everyone at work 
ended up knowing about it because it spread 
like wildfire online.

wct: was there a support system at the 
network?

NO: Yes. People would ask me if I needed an 
extra cameraman and they were really willing 
to offer their services.

wct: How long did it take you to complete 
the same Difference?

NO: It took me two and a half years to do the 
documentary. I did my first cut of it and then I 
felt that I needed to do it again to make myself 

happy with what I put in there. So that—and 
the obstacles that came within that time—is 
why it took two and a half years.

wct: why do you think that television 
tends to overlook—for the most part—the 
Black lesbian experience?

NO: I really think that a lot of it has to do 
with us being unimportant as well as sexism. A 
lot of gay men will get TV shows about fashion 
and that’s their niche. There are popular trans-
gender people who are on popular shows, but 
I feel that they don’t know what the niche is 
for lesbians and for those who want to watch 
us. Black lesbians would get a cliché charac-
ter here and there on a Showtime show like 
Shameless or a character on Orange Is the New 
Black, but not our authentic story.

the same Difference will be screened at 
the Black alphabet Film Festival July 24. For 
more info, visit http://www.blackalphabet.
org/.

Lesbian director on 
movie debuting at
Black Alphabet festival

the same Difference.
Photo from Nneka Onuorah
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The singer opens up about his 
‘outlandish’ past, the lack of LGBT 
pop stars and his dating problems
By cHRis aZZoPaRDi

Stripped of that glossy sheen, those painted 
nails and the purple mane that he famously 
flaunted on his 2009 post-American Idol de-
but, For Your Entertainment, Adam Lambert’s 
latest album cover isn’t even in color. His hair 
still reaches the same towering heights as his 
voice on The Original High but, otherwise, he’s 
unadorned.
 The glam is gone. 
 In our recent interview, the Idol alum comes 
clean about how a long period of “overcom-
pensation”—yes, the outfits—led him to the 
latest chapter in his life. 
 windy city times: People are calling the 
original High a reinvention. is that how you 
see it? 
 Adam Lambert: It’s not the most far-off 
thing. I consider it more like a “reframing.” I 
feel like it’s still me at the heart of it. It’s still 
my voice, but a little more grown up, and I 
feel like the sonic frame around the vocals is 
something new.
 wct: why tweak your sound? 
 AL: Because repeating myself would be sac-
rilege. I will not repeat myself. But I don’t 
know—something new. I wanted to do some-
thing fresh, and I wanted to do something that 
sounded like my life, and this is the kind of 
music that I listen to. 
 wct: Do your famously passionate fans add 
pressure to the creative process?
 AL: Because my fans are so loyal and loving, 
and they’re so passionate about all the things 
that I do, I think that they recognize that if 
it’s something I believe in that’s exciting, they 
get excited by that. I always think about the 
fans but, with this album—more than ever—
I’ve gone inward and wanted to make music 
that I have some integrity with; that meant 
something to me. 
 wct: why at this point in your career?
 AL: It’s time. It was time to make a shift, to 
do something a little different. I went through 
a lot of changes last year. I ended up leav-
ing my first label [RCA Records], and I had to 
change management at the end of my last al-
bum; it was just time for something fresh. I 
just got off the tour with Queen, which was 
amazing for me and felt really good, and it 
gave me a lot of confidence and it made me 
not so scared about everything. It gave me a 
sense of career security in a way that I haven’t 
felt before.
 wct: what were you scared of? you’ve 
clearly never had trouble being yourself. 
 AL: Over the last five years, right after Idol, 
I think there was a certain amount of over-

compensation in certain ways. I was dressing 
really outlandishly, and it was a lot of fun and 
it’s definitely a part of who I am to wanna play 
dress up, but I think it got to a point where I 
was hiding behind it a bit. Behind all of that, 
all of everything. It was like a pre-emptive de-
fense mechanism. 
 It’s like the kid who goes to high school 
dressed goth and he’s actually not into the 
devil at all but doesn’t wanna be bothered by 
anybody. [Laughs] I don’t think I realized it at 
the time, but I can see this in hindsight now. 
At the time I thought, “This is who I am; this 
is what I do,” and now it just feels like I’m in a 
new place in my life. I’ve grown up and evolved 
and I’m in a new place, and the album—the 
subject matter and the sound—reflect that. 
 wct: when it comes to LGBt artists, you 
really helped pave the way. these days, how 
welcoming do you think the music industry 
is to queer artists? 
 AL: I think things are definitely going in the 
right direction. I just wanna see more! The 
great thing about having more and more art-
ists who identify as queer is it normalizes it so 
the media can’t sensationalize it as an idea. In 
the past, I felt the media painted me as some-
one who’s super-hypersexual and someone who 
only wants to talk about his orientation. 
 While I’m very comfortable doing that, I have 
a lot more to talk about in reality. So, it’s been 
interesting. But the more of us that are out 
there that provide some diversity, who can 
show different types of gay artists, it’ll make 
it so it’s not as much of a big deal. It’ll be an 
afterthought. We’ll get to move toward a post-
gay presence.
 wct: Hearing your collaboration with tove 
Lo on “Rumors” on this album got me think-
ing: what do you think of doing a love song 
with another gay male artist, like sam smith 
or Jake shears?
 AL: It’s certainly possible, yeah. With “Ru-
mors,” it’s funny; you can listen to that and go, 
“Oh, it’s like a romantic duet,” but before we 
wrote it we were talking about being an artist 
in the industry and having to maintain a per-
sonal life, and how it’s a little tricky and how 
it’s not always easy to balance the two. So, 
that’s what we were singing about; it doesn’t 
necessarily mean we’re singing to each other—
it just means we’re singing about this thing 
together. But yeah, a duet with a guy—who 
knows? It could happen! 
 wct: it should happen.
 AL: You have to carry the flag! [Laughs] 
 wct: Right?! isn’t that what we’ve been 
saying since the beginning of your career?
 AL: It’s definitely been interesting. Really 
interesting. When I see that there can be a 
ripple effect of positivity and change and help-
ing people just because I identify as one thing 
or another, and I’m OK to talk about it, that’s 

amazing. It’s amazing that it takes that little 
to make that much of an impact. 
 wct: american idol wraps next year. in 
your opinion, what happened to the show? 
why haven’t we seen another Kelly or carrie 
or adam in recent years? 
 AL: I’m not totally sure about that, but I do 
know that when the show first started, it was 
a time in America when we needed something 
like that. I mean, 9/11 had just happened, so 
our country was looking for something to be-
lieve in. Not that American Idol healed us over 
9/11 by itself, but it definitely reflected what 
we wanted from our entertainment at the time. 
It gave people hope that, hey, you can be from 
anywhere and you can have this dream and it 
can come true, and it was really positive in 
that regard. 
 It also came at a time when the music in-
dustry was really suffering. I mean, we had all 
the pirating that was going on; all of a sudden 
the Internet had taken the rug out from un-
derneath the record companies, and they were 
looking for an answer. All of a sudden, we’re 
giving so much power to the people. That was 
really impressive, because up until that point 
the labels really held the strings and decided 
what the public was going to consume. 
 wct: mariah carey recently called ameri-
can idol “fake” and had some pointed words 
for the show. as a former contestant on the 
show, how did you feel about what she said? 
Did american idol ever feel “fake” to you? 
 AL: It’s a TV show. I didn’t feel like it was fake 
at all. I knew what the concept was. Personally, 
if you’re blindsided by what American Idol is, 
then you weren’t paying attention. It’s not that 
difficult to know what you’re getting yourself 
into. That’s why I auditioned; I knew what I 
was getting myself into. 
 Essentially, it’s a strategy for a contestant. 
It is about talent and it is about being a good 
performer, but you also have to put some 
thought into the songs you’re picking. I put 
some thought into it, and that’s partially why I 
think I did well. Picking a genre, picking songs 
that work for you, picking songs where you 
won’t be compared. For me, I was picking songs 
that are more obscure or doing them a different 
way.
 wct: you were crafty about it. 
 AL: I’m crafty, yeah! I try to be crafty. 
[Laughs] And I think, for the judges, it’s a dif-
ferent game than it is for the contestants, ob-
viously, and things shifted a bit when the show 
wanted to focus on the judges more than the 
contestants. 
 wct: when we chatted in 2012, you told 
me a Glambert sent you a urethra rod. 
what’s the craziest thing you’ve ever done 
for an artist you were a fan of?
 AL: I’ve never done anything like that! That 
was so weird when that happened. I didn’t 
even know what that was. Like, “what the 
hell is this thing?” Then I looked it up and 
went “whaaaaat?” I remember saying, “That’s a 
thing? People do that?!”
 I have to say, I’ve never been a super-fanat-
ical fan of anybody. I’ve definitely been a fan. 
I mean, my fans have called me out before, 

being like, “Oh, you’re fanboying about so-
and-so,” and it’s just because I said on Twitter, 
“Oh, you sound great on this song,” so I guess 
that’s being a fan! 
 wct: How often do Glamberts stop you on 
the street? 
 AL: It happens occasionally. Maybe not so 
much on the street… [Laughs] I know that’s 
just an expression. 
 wct: yes, literally in the street, in front of 
a car. 
(Laughs) “Stop! Don’t!”
 wct: i sourced a few questions out to your 
biggest fans, so from here on, these are 
straight from the Glamberts. First, what is 
the greatest “original High” you’ve ever ex-
perienced?
 AL: Standing on stage for the first time and 
singing. That adrenaline rush you get from 
that exchange with the audience is like noth-
ing else. It bit me and then that was it. I was 
toast. 
 wct: what do you think about when you go 
to sleep?
 AL: My brain is crazy. I think a lot, so I think 
about everything I have to do the next day. 
Sometimes it’s hard for me to fall asleep be-
cause of that. 
 wct: if you could do something all over 
again, what would it be?
 AL: I don’t really have a lot of regrets, to be 
honest with you. I guess there have been plen-
ty of times where I’ll meet somebody at a bar, 
or a friend will introduce me to somebody at a 
party or at dinner, and I don’t have good game. 
I don’t think to be outgoing or say the right 
thing, and then after the fact I’ll be like, “Why 
didn’t I just talk to that person? Why didn’t I 
just tell them I thought they were cute?!” I 
gotta say, sometimes I really don’t have very 
good game.
 wct: one fan wanted to know if you ever 
feel uncomfortable watching what’s said 
about you by the Glamberts on twitter. 
 AL: I don’t think “uncomfortable” is the right 
word, but I’m not always the best at taking 
a compliment. I’m pretty hard on myself and 
sarcastic about things, so it’s always flattering, 
but it makes me feel like, “Ehh, let’s talk about 
something else.” 
 wct: what’s the first thing that attracts 
you to a man you’re interested in?
 AL: Charm. I think charm is an amazing thing 
because it can make them more attractive than 
they are—or, without it, it can make them less 
attractive. I think that’s something that’s de-
veloped as I’ve gotten older. Obviously, I have 
my set of physical things that I like, but if 
somebody’s a dud and they have no personal-
ity then it all goes out the window. Charm and 
personality are key. 
 wct: what’s one question you’re glad 
you’ve never had to answer? 
 AL: [Laughs] I think I’ve had to answer every 
fucking thing you can think of!
 chris azzopardi is the editor of Q syndi-
cate, the international LGBt wire service. 
Reach him via his website at www.chris-
azzopardi.com and on twitter (@chrisaz-
zopardi).

call from President Obama to Jim Obergefell, 
when I watched President Obama’s comments 
at the White House. And I remember how glad 
I was to have voted for him, and how he has 
made such a difference in our lives. If it were 
not for his appointments to the Supreme Court, 
we most likely would not have had this day. 
Could you imagine who either of the men who 
ran against him in 2008 or 2012 would have 
appointed as justices to vacancies on the 
Court? Does anyone really think those appoint-
ments would have been on our side? We’d still 
be in the dark ages of injustice.

And, yes, there is still work to be done. Prej-
udice, as we know all too well, never ends. The 
Jews of Krakow had lived, for a large part, in 
peace with their neighbors for seven hundred 
years. And then the mad men took it from them 

in a few short years. Yes, we know it’s not over 
and that prejudice is always with us. Reality, 
as we all know, can be a bitch, and a little or 
even a lot depressing, but we all know how the 
world works.

For today, we have great joy and good prom-
ise. Really, what more can we expect? That 
there will be a great bonfire of self-immolated 
bigots that will rid of us of all their stupid-
ity and blindness? A horrific but unfortunately 
amusing moment to contemplate, but quite 
unlikely. 

No, we’ll have to live with these folks, as we 
have all of our lives. And all of our children’s 
lives. But some weeks are more bright with 
promise than others. This was a week of great 
promise and great joy. I, for one, am going 
to celebrate some more. Reality will be there 
waiting whether I want it to be or not.

Great joy to us all!

HISTORIC from page 16

adam Lambert. 
Photo by David Roemer

The reframing of
Adam Lambert
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By BEn sanDERs

The 2015 ESPY Awards were full of raw emo-
tion. Throughout the three-hour sports-awards 
show on ABC, numerous men and women were 
rewarded for their bravery and perseverance 
over the past year. But it was Caitlyn Jenner 
who arguably stole it for herself.

Jenner, the recipient of the Arthur Ashe Cour-
age Award, was introduced to an audience of 
millions by Abby Wambach, who helped lead 
the U.S. women’s national soccer team to a 
World Cup victory earlier this month. 

“It seems like every time I turn around in 
life, I’m putting myself in these high-pressure 
situations,” Jenner said during her speech. 
“Competing in the [Olympic] Games, raising 
a family—but I’ve never felt more pressure in 
my life than over these last couple of months. 
Picking out this outfit. OK, girls—I get it! You 
got to get the shoes, the hair and the makeup. 
The whole process was exhausting!”

Jokes aside, though, Jenner used her plat-
form to deliver a simple message: Treat every-
one the same—no matter their gender, sexual 
orientation, etc.

She discussed the plight of trans people all 
over the world who are bullied, simply because 
they don’t conform to societal gender norms. 
The numbers speak for themselves: A May 2015 
study by the Williams Institute showed that 
41 percent of trans or gender non-conforming 
people attempt suicide at one point in their 
lives. Jenner brought up Sam Taub, a 15-year-
old transgender boy from Michigan whose 
death by suicide came just a few days before 
Jenner’s famous one-on-one interview with Di-
ane Sawyer.

And the violence against trans people is not 
just self-inflicted: Jenner mentioned the late 
Mercedes Williamson, a 17-year-old transgen-
der woman of color whose body was found in 
a field in Mississippi. According to police, her 
cause of death was murder.

It was around this time when Caitlyn Jenner 
went from being a celebrity giving a speech 
to an advocate for transgender people every-
where.

“Trans people deserve something vital,” she 

said. “They deserve your respect.” And with 
that, the crowd erupted in cheers. It was one 
of many. 

She also used this platform to thank every-
one who’s helped her during the last couple 
of years. The list included her “buddy,” Diane 
Sawyer, her family and, specifically, her mother. 

Then near the end of her speech, she spoke 
to all her haters—all the people who’ve ques-
tioned her motives.

 “So for the people out there wondering what 
this is all about, whether it’s about courage, 
or controversy, or ‘publicity.’ Well, I’ll tell you 

what it’s about,” she said. “It’s about what 
happens from here. It’s not just about one per-
son. It’s about thousands of people. It’s not 
just about me. It’s about all of us accepting 
one another.”

Among some of the night’s other winners 
were the U.S. women’s soccer team (best 
team), teenage Little League baseball player 
Mo’ne Davis (best breakthrough athlete), the 
Aaron Rodgers (best NFL player), Serena Wil-
liams (best female tennis player) and Rob 
Gronkowski (best comeback athlete).

Caitlyn Jenner accepts 
Arthur Ashe Award at ESPYs

caitlyn Jenner at EsPys.

Sports hall of fame
ceremony July 24
 The 2015 National Gay and Lesbian Sports 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be Fri-
day, July 24, at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. 
Halsted St. at 7 p.m. There will be a VIP re-
ception beginning at 6 p.m. 
 This year’s inductees are Kye Allums, Megan 
Rapinoe, Roy Simmons, Helen Hull Jacobs, 
Roger Brigham, Dale Scott, Chris Morgan, 
Gene Dermody and Robbie Rogers. (Atten-
dance of honorees is not confirmed.)
 Tickets are $30, or two for $50; visit www.
gayandlesbiansports.com.

Auction house to
offer Jenner torch
 The 1984 Summer Olympics torch that Cait-
lyn Jenner carried through Lake Tahoe, Ne-
vada (when she was known as Bruce Jenner), 
is being auctioned off, Page Six has noted.
 The 24-inch torch, which has a brass finish 
and leather handle, is being offered by Heri-
tage Auctions at its Platinum Night Sports 
Auction in Chicago on July 30. Insiders say it 
could fetch as much as $20,000.

 It’s the first major piece of Jenner memora-
bilia to go to auction since the winner of the 
1976 Olympic decathlon gold medal became 
Caitlyn Jenner.
 The original article is at http://pagesix.
com/2015/07/07/jenners-1984-olympic-
torch-could-fetch-20k-at-auction/.

AIDS Run & Walk
Sept. 26 in Chicago
 This year’s AIDS Run & Walk Chicago, 
hosted by the AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
(AFC) and benefiting 35 other community 
organizations—known as CommunityDirect 
partners—on Saturday, Sept. 26, at Chicago’s 
Soldier Field.
 The 35 CommunityDirect partners that will 
raise funds through this year’s event will re-
ceive 90 percent of all money raised by their 
teams. Last year, the 32 CommunityDirect 
teams raised a combined $270,000.
 Event registration is $40 in advance for 
5K walkers, and $50 for 5K or 10K runners. 
To register as an individual or as a team, or 
to donate to a CommunityDirect team, visit 
AIDSRunWalk.org or call 312-334-0946. On-
line registration ends Sept. 20.

http://www.stepupgettested.com
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It’s been fifteen years since the groundbreaking 
US version of Queer As Folk debuted, and it’s 
the ten-year anniversary of its finale. Recently 
one of Tea In A’ville’s creators, Michael Issa, 
caught up with one of its stars, Peter Paige 
(who played Emmett) to discuss the show’s 
influence on culture, politics and club life, as 
well as Peter’s hit show, The Fosters. 

michael issa: it’s been ten years since Queer 
as Folk went off the air, and it is still as 
popular as ever. Do you miss playing Emmett 
Honeycutt?
 Peter Paige: Of course I do! He was an amaz-
ing man, and to put on his skin (and tight 
pants) every day was a privilege. I miss him 
like a good friend. 
 mi: when you’re approached by fans, what 
do they say are their most memorable mo-
ments from Queer as Folk?
 PP: One of the great things about Queer As 
Folk is that people fell in love with different 
parts of it—different relationships, friendships 
and moments. I can tell you my most memo-
rable: George dying on my back (and inside 
me) on the airplane, and the whole Teddy/meth 
story. Those scenes still haunt me.
 mi: we loved Emmett so much, such a 
bright light for the gay community. How 
does Peter Paige compare to Emmett Hon-
eycutt?
 PP: Oh, I’m less fun, less funny, less silly. 
More grounded, more worried. I’d like to think 
I’m as good a friend. And I’m definitely better 
at holding down a job.
 mi: the idyllic Queer as Folk club, Baby-
lon, and Liberty ave., are among the reasons 
we host our tea dance, “tea in a-ville,” at 
mary’s attic. Do you still get to an occasional 
tea dance?
 PP: Alas, while running The Fosters I barely 
have time for tea, much less a tea dance. So, 
no. I think the last one I was at was last year’s 
Invasion on Fire Island. And I might have been 
in little mermaid drag.
 mi: when you do go out dancing, what’s 
your favorite track from the Queer as Folk 
era? 
 PP: (Heather Small’s) “Proud,” no question.
 mi: Let’s talk about the Fosters, such a 
great show! How was the concept hatched? 
where do you get your episode-to-episode 
storyline ideas? 
 PP: My producing partner Bradley Bredeweg 

and I wanted to do a family drama, since there 
are so few of them on TV, and we both love 
them. Then we started talking about what kind 
of family it should be. We debated two dads 
(maybe for me to act in) but felt that was be-
ing well-handled in the comedy space. So we 
decided to do a two-mom household, which led 
to the obvious question: How did they create 
their family? We ultimately thought we should 
just cram it all in there—biological, adopted, 
and foster kids. And it made for a pretty dy-
namic set up.
 As far as stories go, we try to pull everything 
out of character psychology – who is it and 
what do they want? - which naturally brings 
up a lot of issues, rather than starting with the 
issues themselves.
 mi: we are now in 2015, and the boy-on-
boy teen kiss was an amazing episode this 
past season. How has the fanfare been about 
the kiss? 
 PP: 99% supportive. There was some fallout 
and name-calling (even from gay people), but 
it was minimal. Most viewers understood the 
beauty and innocence of that story and the 
way we told it.
 mi: How do you think the Queer as Folk 
main characters would have reacted to the 
sea change of acceptance of the LGBt equal-
ity and marriage equality movements? 
 PP: No doubt, they would love it. They were 
fighting hard for it, even back then. Although 
Brian would definitely be concerned that we 
have gotten too “assimilationist… .”
 mi: many tv series are being rebooted now. 
if Queer as Folk were to come back, would 
you want to see the Queer as Folk characters 
all updated a decade, or see all new charac-
ters? 
 PP: What do you think? I want to know what 
Emmett is up to now. Though I’d better start 
dieting soon if I’m ever going to get back in 
those leather pants.
 saturday, august 1, michael, moose and the 
boys host a tea in a’ville tribute to Queer as 
Folk with music, visuals and one big surprise 
starting at 4 pm. 
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Peter Paige as Emmett on Queer as Folk.

Dem shady kweenz at madonna night, Friday, July 17.
Photos by Kyle Henderson

BIG CHICKS

summertime scenes from Grrr! it’s Friday, July 17.
Photos by Kyle Henderson

THE SOFO TAP

Platinum-selling artist Leona Lewis meets and greets the crowd, tuesday, July 14.
Photos by Jerry Nunn
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Queer As Folk’s 
Peter Paige
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“@ariannahuff is unattractive both inside and 
out. I fully understand why her former husband 
left her for a man—he made a good decision.”—
Donald Trump Tweets his response to news that 
the Huffington Post is moving coverage of his 
campaign from the news section to the enter-
tainment pages.

If a story is published online and then pulled, 
did it actually happen? Since nothing is ever re-
ally gone on the Internet, the answer is “yes.” 
Last week, Gawker posted a story about a high-
ranking member of the media who hired a male 
escort. An avalanche of outrage came from peo-
ple who think that outing someone who is not 
a public figure is mean-spirited and malicious. 
After a few hours, the story disappeared and the 
founder and managing editor of Gawker apolo-
gized: “The media environment has changed, our 
readers have changed, and I have changed. Not 
only is criticism of yesterday’s piece from read-
ers intense, but much of what they’ve said has 
resonated.”

One of the main complaints was that the re-
port identified the guy paying for the hooker, 
but protected the identity of the hooker himself! 
So let me rectify the situation. The media guy 
in question is allegedly the very dashing David 
Geithner, who is not only CFO of Conde Nast, 
but also the brother of former Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner. David allegedly hired hooker 
Brodie Sinclair (aka Leif Derek Truitt) to have 
sex for two to three hours at a negotiated rate 
of $2,500. 

So far, I have no problem with this story—ex-
cept that Geithner is married to a woman and 
has kids (which also isn’t my problem). Brodie/

Leif didn’t know David’s last name or anything 
about him. The deal was that Geithner would 
send Brodie/Leif half the money in cash via Fe-
dEx, and that’s how his identity was discovered. 
Brodie/Leif emailed Geithner some documents 
about a discrimination lawsuit he filed against 
his former landlord, who he claimed evicted him 
because he’s a porn star. The landlord says the 
eviction was because the tenant had an “emo-
tional assistance dog” since he’s a veteran with 
PTSD. I couldn’t make up this stuff!

Geithner wasn’t sure why he was sent this 
information. Brodie/Leif revealed that he knew 
Geithner’s identity and hoped he could use his 
connections to help. Suddenly, Geithner’s flight 
was delayed and then cancelled. He apologized, 
paid for Brodie/Leif’s hotel room and promised 
to send him the balance of the negotiated rate. 
Well, hell hath no fury like a hooker scorned. 
Brodie/Leif contacted Gawker, shared his story, 
and sent them copies of the texts and emails. 
Gawker, doing due diligence, contacted Geithner 
to corroborate. He then texted Brodie/Leif say-
ing, “Can you call as soon as possible? I spoke 
with a reporter who says you sent him some-
thing?” 

Of course, this could all be a lie. The only one 
confirming this story is the hooker. Geithner de-
nies that any of this is true: “I don’t know who 
this individual is. This is a shakedown. I have 
never had a text exchange with this individual. 
He clearly has an ulterior motive that has noth-
ing to do with me.” 

You certainly won’t be hearing that story on 
The View. Then again, who knows who will be on 
The View when it returns in the fall. All three of 
the co-hosts hired this year have been let go—
with the possible exception of nicolle wallace, 
who has been asked to return on a part-time ba-
sis. (We hear she is not thrilled with this offer.) 
So far, whoopi, Raven-symone and michelle 
collins have contracts. There is a fourth posi-
tion to be filled by a conservative who would 
be more conservative and combative (as opposed 
to the very moderate Wallace). As for the fifth 
seat, those geniuses at ABC News want that to 

be filled by a group of rotating hosts, including 
molly simms, Paula Faris and stacy London. 
As I’ve previously reported, former co-hosts Joy 
Behar and sherri shepherd were asked to join 
the rotating group. While talks with Behar have 
broken down, Sherri is still very much in the mix. 
We also hear that Rosie o’Donnell was asked to 
return for a few dates in the fall.

Someone rumored to fill the conservative slot 
on The View is candace cameron Bure—the 
sister of crazy Kirk Cameron (who, it must be 
said, still looks good). The network brass were 
impressed by a fight Raven and Candace had last 
week about the owners of that bakery in Oregon 
who the court ruled must pay $135K for refusing 
to bake a cake for a gay wedding. (It’s against 
Oregon law to discriminate against customers 
based on sexual orientation.) Candace sided with 
the bakers and saw it as a First Amendment issue 
(citing “freedom of association”), while Raven 
felt it was discrimination. The ladies all agreed 
that $135K was a bit steep—but that’s because 
they didn’t consider all the facts. The high set-
tlement reflected not only the bakery’s illegal re-
fusal, but also the owners going public with the 

gay couple’s identity, which led to harassment 
and death threats. It should also be noted that 
the bakers had their share of harassment, includ-
ing having their car broken into. They ultimately 
closed up shop.

But they had something cooking on the back 
burner. Taking a page from the people who set 
up a GoFundMe account to raise money to pay 
the bills of that anti-gay pizza parlor, the bak-
ery owners opened a similar page themselves 
to raise money to pay the lawsuit. They raised 
over $105K in eight hours and then, suddenly, 
the page was terminated. Why? GoFundMe stated 
that since the bakery owners “have been formal-
ly charged by local authorities and found to be 
in violation of Oregon state law concerning dis-
criminatory acts ... the campaign has been can-
celled.” So the bakery moved to another crowd-
funding site—Continue To Give. Thus far, they 
have raised over $350K, breaking all records for 
the site. By the by, they also got the GoFundMe 
money—$60K after taxes. That does it—I’m go-
ing to have to start banning people from joining 
BillyMasters.com. That’ll be the day—when have 
I ever refused to service somebody?!

When people are paying bakers not to bake and 
hookers not to hook, it’s time to end yet another 
column. I know—kinda heavy reading for a sum-
mer column. But you never know what you’ll get 
on www.BillyMasters.com, the site that’s unpre-
dictable. I haven’t had room to publish an “Ask 
Billy” question, but I’m still here for you. Drop a 
note to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to 
get back to you before somebody pays me not to 
gossip. So, until next time, remember, one man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

BILLy
Masters

BILLyBILLyBILLy
MastersMastersMasters

?? ?

?LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
ANSWER:

Vito Russo
Questions from That’s So Gay! A Game of LGBTQ 

Discovery, a 2400-question board game available from 
Women & Children First Books and on Amazon.com.

From page 15

whoopi Goldberg seems to be the only 
consistency at the view these days.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.squirt.org
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Total Therapy
w/ Rahel

Friday, July 24, 10 pm
Berlin, 932 w. Belmont ave.

Presented by Stardust and Mishka. Fea-
turing DJ sets from Pluto, Claire Van 
Eijk, Virtual Brat and Teen Witch Fan 
Club. Scene pix byb Kater Jayne Pho-
tography. $2 PBRs, $3 Berlin Bombs, 
$6 Stoli drinks.

By anDREw Davis

A new type of business has opened in Chicago’s 
Lake View East neighborhood.
 In the front, Lakeview Kitchen & Market, 3109 N. 
Broadway, offers customers a wide variety of good-
ies, ranging from cookies and brownies to more 
healthful items such as kale smoothies.
 In the back of this deceptively large space, sev-
eral businesses share a 5,000-square-foot kitchen 
fully equipped with a Doyon convection oven with 
40 racks, a 10 burner stove, a fryer, walk-in re-
frigerators and freezer, butcher block and stainless 
steel tables, Kitchen-Aid appliances, sheet pans, 
racks, bowls and enough other items to possibly 
impress Martha Stewart.
 Some of the companies utilizing the area include 
Velvet Dessert, Crave Cuisine (which specializes in 
healthful meal delivery), CookieYum, Hinton Ca-
nery (Southern-style pickled vegetables, fruit and 
relishes), Cheshire Cat Confectionary and Laine’s 
Bake Shop.
 A grand-opening celebration/ribbon-cutting 
took place. Mother/daughter owners Wendy Grahn 
and Maggie O’Brien were present, as well as Ben-
nett Lawson, 44th Ward Ald. Tom Tunney’s chief of 
staff.
 The advantages of such a space are many. Be-
sides offering customers many different items, 
small-business owners are able to expand their 
companies. In addition, Cheshire Cat owner Lori 
Byars told Windy City Times, the communal atmo-
sphere allows the businesspeople to “connect and 
network” with each other. 

Bountiful Eatery
marks anniversary
 Owner Ed O’Brien celebrated the three-year anni-
versary of his health-focused restaurant, Bountiful 
Eatery, 3312 N. Broadway, on July 12. He featured 
the work of other related companies, highlighting 
his commitment to helping other small businesses. 
Photo by Tracy Baim

Chicago-based Ullo
launches wine filter
 Chicago-based start-up Ullo has launched a prod-
uct that makes it possible for people to enjoy their 
wine without the added sulfites used as a preserva-
tive. 
 Developed by founder/CEO James Kornacki, 
Ph.D., Ullo purifies wine using a food-grade poly-
mer filter to selectively remove sulfites while al-
lowing the other compounds in the wine to flow 
through unaffected. Kornacki, who holds a doc-
torate in chemistry from Northwestern University, 
founded Ullo in Chicago in 2014.
 An estimated 3 million people in the United 
States are sensitive to sulfites, resulting in allergic 
reactions or respiratory problems.
 Visit UlloWine.com.

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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SAVOR 

Lakeview 
Kitchen & Market 
officially opens

nightspots

TO-DO
the big

oUR wEEKLy PicKs to PLan
yoUR niGHtLiFE caLEnDaR

Windy City Empire’s 
Redneck Tie Affair

sunday, July 26, 6-9 pm
@mosphere, 5355 n. clark st.

It’s Lil Abner meets Ma & Pa Kettle 
meets Hee Haw. Imperial Princess 
Eartha Tremors James (pictured) and 
Imperial Prince Jeff Tertilli James host 
this drag fundraiser for Chicago House. 
$5 suggested donation at the door.
Photo by Kirk Williamson 

‘Sync It lip-sync-off

wed., July 29
sidetrack, 3349 n. Halsted st.
Lip-syncing is all the rage! Show your 
stuff at this first installment of Side-
track’s new monthly contest, hosted by 
the inimitable Dixie Lynn Cartwright. 
No drag required to perform. Enter to 
win great prizes.

owners wendy Grahn (right) and maggie 
o’Brien cut the ribbon, opening Lakeview 
Kitchen & market.
Photos by Andrew Davis

slicksters at the mr. midwest Rubber contest, saturday, July 18.
Photos by Kirk Williamson

TOUCHE
Highlights from Friday, July 17, included (from 
top) chvrches, ice age and Panda Bear.
Photos by Jerry Nunn

PITCHFORK
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Wed., July 22
5th annual GLaaD chicago Leadership 

council anniversary reception  5:00pm   
MillerCoors  16th Floor Pub 250 S Wacker 
Dr.,  https://www.glaad.org/tags/chicago

Genderqueer chicago A grassroots group 
that works to create safe spaces for every-
one to talk about, think about, explore and 
express gender.   7:00pm - 8:15pm   Center 
on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St.

Thursday, July 23
move your Body: the Evolution of House 

music Exhibition in the Chicago Rooms 
celebrating more than 30 years of a home-
grown art form that is now heard around 
the world. Through Aug. 16, 2015  7:00pm 
- 9:30pm   Chicago Cultural Center  78 
E. Washington St. Chicago  http://www.
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/
supp_info/moveyourbody.html?utm_sourc
e=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit+Preview+2015
&utm_campaign=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit
+Preview+2015&utm_medium=email

the newberry Book Fair Chicago’s larg-
est book binge offers bargains for every 
age through July 26 with 120,000+ used 
books, music and collectibles   10:00am - 
6:00am   Newberry Library  60 W Walton St 
Chicago  http://www.newberry.org

Black alphabet Film Festival Showcasing 
films and other works that highlight and 
explore the Black LGBTQ and same-gender-
loving (SGL) experience. Through July 26. 
Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts 
(July 25-26 at Center on Halsted); http://
www.blackalphabet.org

Lesbian miniature art Group Limited space 
(10 women). Limited size (6” x 6”). Bring 
supplies to work in your medium. Each will 
create her own work of art culminating in 
a Group Miniature Art Show. Mary Anne 
Cataldi is a professional artist and teaches 
computer illustration, visual arts, film ani-

mation and commercial arts. Every other 
Thursday. Please RSVP to: macataldi@aol.
com or call.   6:30pm - 9:30pm   2418 
W. Bloomingdale Ave., Unit 201, Chicago  
773-718-6445 

LGBtQ Pride: Past, Present and Future 
Examine the past, present, and future of 
the LGBTQ movement with a walking tour 
of the Legacy Walk, a public display of 
plaques about LGBTQ historic figures on 
North Halsted Street. Tour guided by Vic-
tor Salvo, Executive Director of The Legacy 
Project. Featuring: Tracy Baim, Publisher 
and Executive Editor, Windy City Times, 
Christina Kahrl, co-founder of Baseball 
Prospectus; writer and editor for ESPN, and 

Victor Salvo. Moderated by Sam Abey, The 
Legacy Project Board Treasurer. Free. Space 
is limited.   5:00pm - 7:45pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: 
https://my.barackobama.com/page/s/
past-present-future

increasing Diversity in tech, more than 
Just Buzz words Leanne Pittsford, Found-
er & CEO Social Good Tech Week and Lesbi-
ans Who Tech speaking, along with Brooke 
Rickettes Tanara Golston. Hosted by Lesbi-
ans Who Tech & Linked In. Allieswelcome. 
Address to be provided to guests before 
the event.   5:30pm - 7:30pm   Linkedin 
HQ Chicago West Loop, Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/increasing-
diversity-in-tech-more-than-just-buzz-
words-hosted-by-lesbians-who-tech-
linked-in-chicago-tickets-17462734509

Friday, July 24
July BtQ Book Discussion Group “Rec-

ognize: The Voices of Bisexual Men” by 
Robyn Ochs and H. Sharif Williams. Event 
is free and RSVP is not required.  7:00pm - 
9:00pm   Gerber Hart Library and Archives  
5315 N Clark St.,  773-381-8030  http://
gerberhart.org

Queer, ill and okay 2015 Annual multi-
disciplinary performance series exploring, 
challenging, and reinventing narratives 
about the lives of queer individuals and 
their relationships to HIV and other forms 
of mental and chronic illness.  7:30pm   
DCA Storefront Theater  66 E Randolph 
St Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/920311198012717/

national Gay & Lesbian sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. $30 or two for 
$50  6:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  Tickets: http://www.gay-
andlesbiansports.com

andersonville summer sidewalk sale 
Merchants will include old favorites and 
neighborhood newcomers. Through July 
26. 10:00pm - 6:00pm   5000 to 5800 
North Clark Street  http://www.anderson-
ville.org

Saturday, July 25 
Depression & Bipolar support alliance 

(LGBtQ) Support meeting to talk about ill-
nesses, symptoms, treatment, doctors, and 
personal issues such as dating, relation-
ships and work. Center on Halsted 3656 N 
Halsted   11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
dbsa-glbt-chicago.com

the stories we tell, writing workshop for 
survivors of sexual violence, domestic 
violence and trafficking. Two day work-
shop on testimonial writing.  10:00am 
- 5:00pm   Illinois Holocaust Museum & 
Education Center  9603 Woods Dr. Skokie, 
IL 60077  http://voicesandfaces.org

the Biggest Loser open call Teams of two, 
each with at least 80 pounds to lose to 
compete on the NBC show. Or submit a vid-
eo online.  10:00am - 4:00am   The Biggest 
Loser Resort, 250 Schick Rd., Blooming-
dale,  http://www.thebiggestlosercasting.
com

out at wrigley: Gay Day Cubs vs Phillies. 
Deck and terrace reserved seating avail-
able.  3:30pm   Wrigley Field  1060 W 
Addison St # 1 Chicago  Tickets: http://
outatwrigley.com

the stories we tell, writing workshop for 
survivors of sexual violence, domestic 
violence and trafficking Two day work-
shop on testimonial writing.  11:00am 
- 5:00pm   Illinois Holocaust Museum & 
Education Center  9603 Woods Dr. Skokie, 
IL 60077  http://voicesandfaces.org

Randolph street market Pride Party Urban 
antiques market hosts around the clock 
entertainment, a beer garden with vintage 
carnival games and concessions, rainbow 
themed bites and drinks, and fest fash-
ions from 300+ vintage and indie vendors. 
Makeup artist and body painter Orlando 
Barsallo will be painting Lady Liberty. Ad-
vance tickets $8, general admission $10, 
students with ID $3 or $5 at the gate. 
Children 12 and under free.   10:00pm - 
5:00pm   Beaux Arts Plumbers Hall  1340 
W. Washington St.; 312-666-1200  http://
randolphstreetmarket.com

Sunday, July 26
i am cait viewing parties Weekly viewing 

party for Caitlyn Jenner’s new docu-series 
on E!, I Am Cait  7:00pm   Kit Kat Lounge & 
Supper Club  3700 N Halsted Chicago  773-
525-1111  http://KitKatChicago.comy

PFLaG oak Park Parents, Family, Friends and 
Allies of Lesbians and Gays.  3:00pm   First 
United Church, 848 Lake St, Oak Park

Monday, July 27
transworks Peer leaders run a job program 

for gender non-conforming community 
members in the John Baran Cyber Center. 
Walk-ins welcome. Free.  12:00pm - 2:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago

LezFest: a one night Fling Pride Films and 
Plays presents words, songs, music and 
theater all about ladies who love ladies 
who are artists.  7:00pm   Mary’s Attic  
5400 N Clark St.  http://pridefilmsand-
plays.com/lezfest-ii-a-one-night-fling-on-
july-27/

Tuesday, July 28
to Have and to Hold, same-sex marriage 

after obergefell and Hodges Charles 
Schwab presents on legal and financial im-
pact of Supreme Court decision with Tom 
Franklin, a financial and tax expert from 
Thomas H. Franklin & Associates and Ray 
Koenig III, a tax and legal expert from 
Clark Hill. RSVP  5:30pm - 7:30pm   430 
N. Michigan Ave., 2nd Floor, Chicago  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Chas-
Schwab2015

Gay men’s Book Group Just Kids by Patti 
Smith. Free.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted

Wed., July 29
From Bloomers to Lycra: three short Films 

celebrating women and cycling Co-spon-
sored by Women Bike Chicago Viewing and 
discussion of three short films directed 
by women about women who have found 
self-empowerment and happiness on their 
bicycles  7:00pm   Women & Children First 
Bookstore  5233 N Clark St; http://www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com

COMMUnIty
CALEnDAR

KICK Of tHE LIttER

soccer player megan Rapinoe 
will be among those honored 
at the national Gay & sports 

Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony. (note: Rapinoe 

may not be present.)

Friday, July 24

http://www.thesofotap.com
http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             
JOSEPH RICE

INTERIORS, INC.
CHICAGO

(773) 779-8707
www.josephriceinteriors.com

Specializing in Drapery Treatments

Charles Jones
(773) 935-8700
(773) 915-3271 Cell/Text
cjones@nfwchicago.com
www.nfwchicago.com

2014 Angie’s List 
Super Service Award

Gay owned and operated 
Chicago small business 

since 2007

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects 
including Wood, 
    Laminate, Carpet,  
     Vinyl and Tile.
      Window Covering 
       Projects from 
         Shades to 
          Shutters to 
          Draperies.

We Bring the Showroom To You®

Schedule a Free Estimate
Mention this ad for 

a 20% discount

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Pre-Marital Agreements  • 

LGBT Issues • Divorce/Wills/Trusts • Real Estate Closings
Custody Violation • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

113 South Marion St., Ste. 100, Oak Park, Ill., 60302
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

CHICAGO’S TOP GAY REALTORS!
instant FREE accEss to cHicaGo’s toP Gay RE-
aLtoRs. FREE Buyers Representation - FREE Sellers 
Market Analysis - FREE Relocation Kit any City, USA! 
On-line: www.GayREaLEstatE.com or toll Free 
1-888-420-movE (6683). no cost or obligation 
(9/9/15-26)

SAUGATUCK-DOUGLAS HOME
aDD moRE FUn to yoUR LiFE with this elegant but 
comfortable home in the Saugatuck-Douglas gay 
mecca of the Midwest. Almost 3900 sf on approx. 1 
acre of verdant landscaping. 2 story LR, 5 BR (2 con-
vertible to workout, studio, etc), 4 1/2 B, formal DR, 
den/office, large home theater, deeded water access. 
Secluded neighborhood, near downtown Douglas. 
$599,000. call Dan or sandyJo shanahan, shore-
line Realtors (269) 857-8030. virtual tour at www.
tourbuzz.net/public/vtour/display/349515?idx=1 
(8/19/15-5)

REAL EStAtE

ADVERTISE HERE
aDvERtisE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. to place 
an ad, contact terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

BOOKKEEPER AVAILABLE
QUicKBooK BooKKEPER avaiLaBLE.  Accounts Pay-
able/Accounts Receivable, Invoicing, Collections, 
Time Tracking, Bank & Credit card reconciliations, Fi-
nancial Statements, Journal Entry, Reports for accoun-
tants for year-end and Much More! www.rockstarbooks.
webs.com

CLEANING SERVICES
cHEstnUt cLEaninG sERvicEs: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

HELP WANTED

PrEP naviGatoR/tEstER - cHicaGo HoUsE The pri-
mary role of the PrEP Navigator/Tester will be to test 
and connect HIV negative individuals, who are consid-
ered to be at a heightened risk of contracting HIV, to 
healthcare services for the prospect of having them 
commence a regimen of pre-exposure prophylaxis. 
Qualifications include: Training in conducting HIV 
Counseling, Testing, and Referral services (through 
Chicago Department of Public Health or Illinois De-
partment of Public Health) required; Demonstrated 
experience providing direct clinical services with 
highly vulnerable, difficult-to-engage populations is 
required; High school diploma or GED required, and 
applicable life experience and training; Qualified to 
administer HIV tests; Strong leadership, communica-
tion, organizational and interpersonal skills with a 

diverse range of individuals, organizations, and com-
munities required; Willingness to travel throughout 
the Chicago metropolitan area required; Willingness 
to conduct street and Agency outreach; Willingness 
to work night and weekend hours required; Bi-lingual, 
Spanish speaking preferred. E-maiL REsUmE to: swa-
claw@chicagohouse.org (7/22/15-2)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
maRRiaGE  EQUaLity – LovE wins. maKE yoUR 
HomE toGEtHER  LooK FaBULoUs!  We do bath-
rooms, carpentry, drywall repairs, deck cleaning, 
staining and painting. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bond-
ed-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Estimates! andy 
oncall 847-328-3100 www.andyoncallchicago.com  
(10/14/15-56)

MEDIATION SERVICES
mcDonoUGH maRitaL mEDiation sERvicEs Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
call virginia 630.355.7055 or mcDonoughmedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.mcDonoughmediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
incLUsivE catHoLic commUnity. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. Learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
aRE yoU intELLEctUaLLy GiFtED? Are you interested 
in meeting other LGBTs like you? Come join the LGBT 
and Allies Special Interest Group in Chicago Area Men-
sa. to inquire, contact lgbta@chicago.us.mensa.
org. (4/20/16-52)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
wonDERinG wHat to Do witH tHosE winDows?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (9/2/15-13)

CLASSIfIEDS

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

Sales Rep Needed
Windy City Times is

seeking an
experienced sales person.

Sell print, web, email
and sponsorship.

Leads provided, but cold
calling is a must.

Reps work from home. 

Please email resume to:
Terri@

WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

Bernie 
Carter

708-912-2769

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let our years of experience work for you”

PROUD MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY

Bernie 
LaRocco

312-543-3838 

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
legal services to our clients throughout the country. With offices 
in Arizona, Delaware, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
attorneys and professionals.

clarkhill.com

312.985.5938    rkoenig@clarkhill.com 

• Probate
• Trusts
• Guardianship
• Estate Planning
• Elder Law

312-855-0875 | 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 
LysterFirm@aol.com

Speak to an experienced 
attorney within minutes who 

• State & Federal Courts
• Felonies & Misdemeanors
• Internet & White-Collar Crime
• All Drug Charges

• Weapon & Gun Charges

• Drunk Driving
• Orders of Protection
• Expungements

 24/7 Emergency Phone : 847-309-7777

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

847-809-3031 
Two locations: Palatine and Hinsdale

www.guidedpathpsychologicalservices.com

Whether you are just acquainting with 
your gender identity, struggling with 
a gender transition, confused about 
your sexuality or you may be facing 

issues in an existing relationship, 
Guided Path can help.

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 206
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
dr.edwardfajardo@gmail.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Look for Dr. Edward Fajardo on Facebook

James e. elvord, awm 
First Vice President  
Financial Advisor

500 West Madison Street, Suite 2500
Chicago, IL 60661
(312) 559-1738 | (800) 683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com

© 2015 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital 
Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

You Have unique needs,  
i Can Help.

American Budget 
Mechanical Service

Air Conditioning/Heating
847-529-0050

Repair • Service • Maintenance • Installation

A gay owned and operated business
Proudly serving our community

Lowest prices on Services & Products
GUARANTEED!!!

24/7 Weekends, Nights & Holidays
100% Guarantee

WWW.AMERICANBUDGETMECHANICALSERVICE.COM

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS
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TODAY
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