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Religious freedom is in question as Recruit Training Command 
(RTC) at Naval Station Great Lakes announced it is canceling 
volunteer-led religious services.
 The policy officially went into full effect April 19. According 
to Recruit Training Command Public Affairs Officer, Lt. Adam 
Demeter, the change in policy was made to align with Navy 
policy regarding how worship services are led.
 Demeter explained that, in March 2014, RTC’s Command Re-

ligious Program (CRP) began a review of how to respond to 
the religious needs of recruits at RTC and whether the com-
mand was following the guidance contained in U.S. Navy regu-
lations. These regulations set a hierarchy for which spiritual 
leaders should be utilized.
 Demeter reported the CRP was not in compliance with this 
regulation and as a result needed to be overhauled to ensure 
“the professional delivery of religious ministry including pro-
fessional accountability, recruit safety, responsiveness to com-
mand needs and an emphasis on following the hierarchy laid 
out in regulations.”
 “All recruits are able to freely practice their religion at 
RTC,” Demeter emailed Windy City Times. “Religious needs 
are constantly evaluated based on feedback via the recurring 
monthly CRP assessments, written feedback from recruits, 
verbal feedback via recruit training division chaplains and 
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Great Lakes command
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a dedication was held Memorial Day, May 25, for the first federally approved lGbT Veterans Monument on federal 
land, at abraham lincoln national Cemetery in elwood, illinois. Pictured are members of the american Veterans for 
equal rights-Chicago chapter, and allies. aVer member Stanley Jenczyk spearheaded the project. See story on page 
10 for more details. 
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Girl Scouts include
transgender girls
 The Girl Scouts of the United States of Amer-
ica is an organization that welcomes transgen-
der girls.
 The group’s guidance on serving transgen-
der girls, on its “Frequently Asked Questions” 
page, was actually publicized four years ago. 
The page (http://www.girlscouts.org/program/
basics/faith/faqs.asp#a5) states:
 “Q: What is Girl Scouts’ position on serving 
transgender youth?
 “A: Girl Scouts is proud to be the premiere 
leadership organization for girls in the coun-
try. Placement of transgender youth is handled 
on a case-by-case basis, with the welfare and 
best interests of the child and the members 
of the troop/group in question a top priority. 
That said, if the child is recognized by the fam-
ily and school/community as a girl and lives 
culturally as a girl, then Girl Scouts is an orga-
nization that can serve her in a setting that is 
both emotionally and physically safe.”
 However, the Girl Scouts USA cannot compel 
local councils to welcome everyone. Each of 
the 112 council in the United States is a sepa-
rate nonprofit organization.
 Windy City Times reported on the policy in 
2012. Visit http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/lgbt/Transgender-controversy-with-Girl-
Scout-troops/35682.html.

Boy Scouts president 
calls for end to ban
 Boy Scouts of America (BSA) President Robert 
Gates called for the organization to end its ban 
on gay adults while speaking at the organiza-
tion’s national business meeting in Atlanta. 
 Citing “the social, political and judicial 
changes taking place in our country” regard-
ing laws and sexual orientation, Gates said 
that “the status quo in our movement’s mem-
bership standards cannot be sustained,” CNN 
noted. Gates noted that a judge overturned the 
military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy in 2010, 
when he was secretary of defense, prompting 
Congress to repeal the law.
 Gates became the leader of the BSA in May 
2014, and will serve at least two years. He 
initially delayed considering the ban’s dissolu-
tion.
 “We welcome as a step in the right direc-
tion President Gates’ announcement that the 
organization will not revoke the charters of 
chapters that welcome LGBT Scout leaders and 
employees,” said Human Rights Campaign Pres-
ident Chad Griffin in a statement. “But, as we 
have said many times previously, half measures 
are unacceptable, especially at one of Ameri-
ca’s most storied institutions.”

In Ireland, voters have overwhelmingly ap-
proved marriage—making the Emerald Isle the 
first country in the world to legalize same-sex 
marriage through popular vote.
 The official results were announced May 23: 
1,201,607 voted in favor of the referendum, 
while 734,300 voted against it. More than 60 
percent of eligible voters turned out, includ-
ing thousands who returned home from other 
countries.
 The development was also considered revolu-
tionary because it happened in a traditionally 
Catholic country.
 Prime Minister Enda Kenny said the vote “dis-
closed who we are—a generous, compassion-
ate, bold and joyful people,” CNN noted. Gerry 
Adams, who leads the Sinn Fein political party, 
called it “a huge day for equality.”
 Marianne Duddy-Burke—executive director of 
pro-LGBT Catholic organization Dignity USA—
said in a statement, “It is very significant that 
the first nation to legalize same-sex marriage 
by popular referendum is a predominantly 
Catholic country. 
 “This demonstrates that Catholics understand 
and live by the true values of our faith—love, 
family, inclusion, and honoring the dignity of 
all people. They voted with their hearts and 
their consciences, and the result is increased 
justice.”
 The Chicago branch of Dignity has also 
weighed in on the development. In a state-
ment to Windy City Times, spokesman Chris 
Pett said, “This is more than ‘winning’ a vote. 
Although significant and very symbolic, this is 
more about a people with a strong identity of 
independence and moral values. 
 “Overwhelmingly Catholic, the Irish people 
spoke out about the truth of all loving and 
committed relationships, straight or same-sex. 
The message here is clear. You can neither ob-
struct nor hide from the truth, the truth of our 
lives and relationships will always win out.
 “While we celebrate marriage equality for the 

people of Ireland, we look forward to the up-
coming ruling from the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which hopefully will affirm the 
right of same-sex couples across this country, 
in all states, to enter into a lawful marriage 
that carries with it the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by heterosexual couples. 
 “We call on the Supreme Court to recognize 
in this historic national vote, and in the will 
and intent of the people of Ireland it repre-
sents, the opportunity for this country to stand 
proudly with the many other nations who have 
affirmed marriage equality and who seek a 
more just and respectful society and world.”
 Rea Carey, who leads the National LGBTQ Task 
Force, said in a separate statement, “This ‘yes’ 
vote is truly historic. ... Our hope is that the 
luck of the Irish will be with us when the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court announces its historic 
marriage equality decision this summer.”
—Andrew Davis

Ireland votes for
marriage equality

@windycitytimes1
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Marianne Duddy-burke of Dignity USa.
Photo from Duddy-Burke

When I’m not discussing social justice 
for Windy City Times, I work as an en-
tertainment writer. At first glance those 
two fields might seem like polar oppo-
sites. After all, analyzing a glossy new 
superhero flick or dishing about the lat-
est Beauty & The Beast casting news is 
frothy fun compared to dismantling sys-
tems of oppression. But for better or for 
worse, entertainment is a massive part of 
our culture. And I believe changing our 
fictional stories can have a big impact on 
our real world. 
 It’s old hat at this point to note that 
The Cosby Show helped shift perceptions 
about middle class Black families for 
white viewers. Similarly, Joe Biden has 
credited Will & Grace with normalizing 
the idea of gay people for much of Middle 
America. Even those who don’t have any 
gay friends can flip on The Ellen DeGe-
neres Show and see that Ellen is a warm, 
friendly, funny, empathetic woman, and 
that her sexuality—though part of her 
identity—doesn’t change her humanity. 
 For a more recent example one need 
only look to Orange Is The New Black 

star Laverne Cox, who apart from being 
a phenomenal actor and wonderful public 
speaker, has done more to humanize the 
face of the transgender experience than 
just about anyone. It’s easy for concepts 
about sexuality, gender, and identity to 
feel nebulous or even scary to those who 
don’t have a personal connect to the LG-
BTQ community. But in spending a little 
time with Cox (or at least the character 
she plays), it quickly becomes apparent 
that she’s just a normal woman who has 
taken a slightly different life path. Sim-
ply by telling one character’s story, she’s 
helped thousands of people understand 
and relate to the trans experience. 
 Sadly, our media is still utterly failing 
at representing the true diversity of our 
country. GLAAD recently found that LG-
BTQ characters make up only 3.9 percent 
of scripted series regulars on broadcast 
TV, and 66 percent of those characters are 
white. LGBTQ characters appeared in only 
20 of the top 114 major studio films in 
2014. 
 In 2013, Black characters held only 14 
percent of speaking roles in the top 100 
films, and Hispanic/Latino characters 

held a paltry 4.9 percent of such roles, 
despite representing more than 16 per-
cent of the U.S. population. 
 And even though women make up a 
whopping 50 percent of the population, 
they portrayed only 29 percent of major 
characters and 12 percent of protagonists 
in the 100 top-grossing films of 2014; 74 
percent of those female characters were 
white. 
 Behind the scenes the numbers are 
even more dismal. Men outnumbered 
women 5-to-1 in key, behind-the-camera 
roles in 2012, with women accounting 
for only 4 percent of directors and 12 
percent of writers. Of the top 100 films 
of 2013, Black men directed only 6.5 
percent and Black women directed none. 
Meanwhile in television, women created 
only 21 percent of cable shows and 25 
percent of network shows. 
 It’s embarrassing to see how little 
these numbers have changed over the 
years. There are fewer women employed 
in film production today than there were 
in 1998. Not only do we need to encour-
age writers to add more diversity to their 

projects, we need to 
allow diverse creators 
to tell stories in the 
first place. 
 And while part of 
this plea stems from 
a desire for social 
equality, diversity just 
leads to better stories 
in general. I love ro-
mantic comedies, but 
if those were the only 
types of films I could 
watch I’d pull my hair 
out. We already get en-

joyment out of hopping between genres, 
so why shouldn’t we be equally excited to 
watch projects about diverse experiences 
too?
 For instance, we’ve pretty well covered 
the white male perspective on World War 
II. But there are far fewer films that ex-
plore Japanese-Americans forced into 
internment camps, women taking over 
factory work, the Army loosening its anti-
homosexual stance to allow more men to 
enlist, or Black people fighting for the 
“Double V” campaign—victory overseas 
and equality at home. Telling those sto-
ries would not only increase onscreen 
representation, it would allow audiences 
to enjoy fresh films that don’t feel like 
retreads.  
 There is quite literally no downside to 
telling diverse stories and adding charac-
ters from different backgrounds. It’s bet-
ter for an audience hungry for new kinds 
of films and TV shows, and it’s better for 
underrepresented groups who are given a 
humanizing face in the public sphere. 
Thankfully, Laverne Cox and Orange Is 
The New Black are currently sending that 
message loud and clear.  

Caroline Siede is a freelance writer living in Chicago where the cold never both-
ers her anyway. you can also find her work on The a.V. Club and boing boing. 

Writing For Justice 
by Caroline SieDe 

Yes, diversity in our 
entertainment matters

“And even though women make up a 
whopping 50 percent of the population, 
they portrayed only 29 percent of 
major characters and 12 percent of 
protagonists in the 100 top-grossing 
films of 2014; 74 percent of those 
female characters were white. ”
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Leather museum
formally welcomes
Hellfire Club history
by roSS ForMan
 
A gentleman’s agreement that dates back to 
1998 became a formal agreement between the 
Chicago Hellfire Club (CHC) and the Leather Ar-
chives & Museum of Chicago.
 The announcement was made May 23 during 
a private cocktail party at International Mr. 
Leather (IML), held at the Congress Plaza Hotel 
and attended by about 300 club members and/
or guests, and officially signed by CHC presi-
dent David Katzenberg and Chuck Renslow on 
behalf of the museum.
 Moments earlier, the group toasted the an-
nouncement.
 “We’re very happy with the agreement, and 
really want to thank [the museum] for preserv-
ing our history because who knows in 10 years, 
or 20 years or 40 more years, what’s going to 
happen with our club or the leather community 
as a whole,” Katzenberg said.

The CHC is paying for space at the museum, 
though terms of the deal were not announced.

“In 40 years, someone can come in and say, 
‘Wow, I didn’t know this or that about the club,’ 
and more,” said Katzenberg, who noted that 
the museum will store club minutes from past 
meetings, decades-old pictures, the logo cre-
ation, and more.

Only a portion of the CHC archives will be 
open to the public at the museum.

“I think it’s a fantastic [agreement],” said 
Rick Storer, the museum’s executive director. 
“The Chicago Hellfire Club has an amazing 
collection of history, and now they are doing 
things to ensure that their history remains safe 
and accessible for a very long time.

“I’m really excited to see this happen.”
The formal agreement was about 18 months 

in the works, Storer said, though CHC has 
sought historical assistance from the museum 
dating back to the 1990s when the CHC club-
house suffered repeated flood damage. Water 
and mold damage impacted a portion of the 
CHC records, Katzenberg said.

The CHC Collection contains 145 archival 
boxes, a five-drawer flat filing cabinet contain-
ing posters and artwork, eight framed items 
and five original Inferno banners, totaling 
about 210 linear feet. Much of the collection 
is arranged chronologically, specifically organi-
zational records, newsletters, financial reports 
and Inferno records.

“Years ago, there was a top, a bottom and 
someone who is versatile,” said Katzenberg, 
46, who lives in Uptown, works as a facilities 
manager and has been a CHC member for 18 

years. He is in his second year as CHC president 
and been a club officer for 12 years.

“Now there are [so many more terms, such 
as] top, bottom, puppy, slave, and more.

I think we’ve been able to adapt to every-
one’s needs.”
 The CHC has, no doubt, been impacted by the 
Internet, though Katzenberg warns, “The dif-
ference is, ‘We are the experienced players. We 
believe in safe, sane, consensual play.”
 When asked about the club’s stance on trans 
men, Katzenberg said CHC’s anti-trans stance is 
changing. “We are an evolving group,” he said. 
“We allow trans men to come to parties, come 
to Inferno, if they are sponsored. We don’t al-
low them to be members, yet, but we are an 
evolving group. That was not the case as re-
cently as three years ago.”
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by MaTT SiMoneTTe

More counter-protestors than protestors 
showed up for a planned demonstration against 
the Leather Archives & Museum, 6418 N. Green-
view Ave., on May 22.
 The demonstration was planned by the anti-
gay organization Americans For Truth About 
Homosexuality (AFTAH) and its founder, Peter 
LaBarbera.
 Only LaBarbera and three others showed up 
to speak out against the museum, while about 
20 supporters, many from the neighborhood, 
showed up in counter-protest, said Rick Storer, 
the museum’s executive director.
 “We found out about it at about 4 p.m. the 
day before, when Peter LaBarbera tweeted 

about it,” said Storer. “I was curious as to why 
the emphasis on the Leather Archives, when 
there were about 12,000 people at the Con-
gress Hotel for IML [International Mr. Leath-
er].”
 Local residents learned of the demonstration 
thanks to fliers that were affixed to neighbor-
hood windshields the day before. The fliers 
read, “The ‘Leather Archives & Museum’… cel-
ebrates the most heinous and vile sadomasoch-
istic behaviors ever invented by mankind—acts 
so twisted we cannot even describe them here. 
This includes ‘Macho Sluts,’ a book of ‘fiction’ 
with a pedophilic-incest fantasy.”
 The flier urged locals to contact 40th Ward 
Ald. Patrick O’Connor about the Museum’s prox-
imity to local schools.

 
 

 “Children deserve better,” the flier contin-
ued. “A homosexual perversion ‘museum’ that 
celebrates consensual sexual violence, hu-
man degradation—and even sexual ‘slavery’ 
and pedophilia—should not be located near 
schools—period.”
 “I stayed inside the museum while they held 
their press conference outside,” said Storer, 
adding, “It didn’t impact us, or impede our 
business, at all.”
 LaBarbera has long advocated against IML, 
and his lurid accounts on the AFTAH website 
have become somewhat notorious for their at-
tention to detail. In 2014, he was blocked from 
entering Canada, when he was scheduled for a 
protest in Regina, Saskatchewan. He appealed 
however, and was allowed to enter the country, 
only to be later arrested for mischief at the 
University of Regina. He was found not guilty 
in November, 2014.
 LaBarbera did not respond by press time to 
a request from Windy City Times for comment 
about the May 22 protest.
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AFTAH stages Leather
Archives demonstration

aFTaH flier.
Photo by Marc Moder

above: Chicago Hellfire Club President 
David Katzenberg and Chuck renslow 
prepare to sign the agreement.
Photo by Kirk Williamson 

below: David Katzenberg and leather 
archives & Museum executive Director rick 
Storer (standing), with Chuck renslow and 
roger Scheid seated.
Photo by Ross Forman

pAssAGes

James Murphy
 James Murphy, aka Murph, passed away on 
May 15 after a short illness. He was 83 years 
old. 
 Born and raised in Chicago, he worked for 
the Fannie May Candy Company in product 
control until he retired in 1992. He owned a 
two-flat in Albany Park, where he resided un-
til moving to Wilton Manors, Florida in 2003.  
 An army veteran of the Korean War, he was 
a world traveler whose favorite locations 
were Ibiza and Thailand. He is survived by 
his chosen family—his close friend Alan Ken-
nedy and Vince Zinkevicius, Geary Wells, Pat 
Burke, Mike Velajo, Gregg Shapiro, Rick Kar-
lin, Don Parks and Russ Reisenleiter.  
 For more information, go to http://
ob i t .bpfami l yca re. com/ob i td i sp l ay.
html?id=1510039.

James Murphy.
Photo courtesy of Rick Karlin

Hillary Clinton 
responds to gay 
Chicago couple
by MaTT SiMoneTTe

Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, during 
the week of May 13, reached out to the Chi-
cago couple whose upcoming marriage was 
among the “life-changing” events that cul-
minated with Clinton’s presidential run an-
nouncement in an April online video.
 Jared Milrad and Nathan Johnson, who will 
be wed in a ceremony in Chicago this sum-
mer, appeared in the video, not knowing it 
was to be the vehicle for Clinton’s big an-
nouncement.
 In her correspondence, Clinton thanked 
Milrad and Johnson for their appearance, 

adding, “I’m deeply grateful for your help in 
setting clear priorities for the month ahead, 
because this campaign isn’t about me. It’s 
about ensuring that all Americans are rep-
resented and celebrated, and that everyone 
has the right to marry the person they love.”
 Clinton was still non-committal about ac-
cepting the couple’s invitation to join them 
on their big day, which they extended to her 
once they found out about the video.
 “…I was deeply touched by your thought-
ful letter and invitation. Please know that 
I am cheering you on as you make your fi-
nal preparations and that I hope to have a 
chance to see you on the trail,” Clinton said.
 On April 15, Johnson joked about the invi-
tation: “We addressed it with a ‘plus-one,’ so 
she could include Bill, Chelsea or 50 Secret 
Service agents.”  

nathan Johnson (left) and Jared Milrad.
Photo by Matt Simonette
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by MaTT SiMoneTTe

The Illinois State Senate, on May 20, unani-
mously passed an amendment to the state’s 
hate crimes statutes that advocates say—if 
the legislation is signed by Gov. Bruce Raun-
er—will help protect LGBT institutions from 
vandalism as well as ensure that transgender 
Illinoisans are better protected under those 
statutes.
 The bill, HB 3930, unanimously passed the 
House on April 16. It was initially filed by state 
Rep. Kelly Cassidy, but state Rep. Sam Yingling 
later became the chief sponsor there; its chief 
sponsor in the Senate was state Sen. Daniel 
Biss.

HB 3930 adds to the institutional vandalism 
statute damage inflicted on a church, syna-
gogue, mosque, cemetery, mortuary, school, 
educational facility, community center or simi-
lar structures because of the perceived sexual 
orientation of an affiliated group or person; 
that vandalism component was missing from 
previous versions of the hate crimes statutes 
including sexual orientation, according to ad-
vocates.

But HB 3930 also changes the definition 
of  “sexual orientation” utilized in the state’s 
hate crimes statutes; previously the term was 
used to refer to a person’s being either hetero-
sexual, homosexual or bisexual. Now, the hate 
crimes law will reference the definition used 
to enforce the state’s Human Rights Act; that 
definition more specifically includes a person’s 
gender identity.

Gender identity has not been specifically 
mentioned in Illinois’ hate-crimes statutes, 
though authorities have prosecuted hate 

crimes against transgender individuals by in-
cluding gender identity in the sexual orienta-
tion category. HB 3930 codifies that inclusion 
with the reference to the Human Rights Act.

“‘Sexual orientation’ means actual or per-
ceived heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexu-
ality, or gender-related identity, whether or not 
traditionally associated with the person’s des-
ignated sex at birth,” reads the Human Rights 
Act.

Both Cassidy and Yingling said that the 
change would bring about more consistency 
between enforcement of the hate crimes laws 
and anti-discrimination laws.

“The attorneys we consulted with believed 

consistency would be a better solution,” Cas-
sidy explained. “It was a matter of getting that 
definition into law so that more people would 
be protected.”  

Yingling added, “It’s important to recognize 
that transgender individuals are now covered. 
They are not yet mentioned specifically [in the 
hate crimes statutes], but they enjoy the same 
benefits. I think the strategy of linking the 
definitions was the best one.”

Both Equality Illinois and the Anti-Defama-
tion League (ADL) lobbied for the bill’s pas-
sage. Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov 
called the bill’s unanimous passage in both 
houses “common sense,” adding, “Whether 
they are Democrat, Republican, liberal or con-
servative, I think the legislators know that if 
one part of our society suffers, we all suffer. … 
We wanted to make sure that one definition, 
as it applies to the LGBT community, is used 
consistently in Illinois law.”
 Lonnie Nasatir, ADL’s regional director of the 
Greater Chicago/Upper Midwest area, said that 
HB 3930 was “a step in the right direction” 
towards better enforcement of hate crimes 
against transgender individuals, facilitating 
better data collection, for example. “It gives 
us a much better snapshot of the situation.”
 Alan Spellberg, head of the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Criminal Appeals Division, 
who also serves on the State’s Attorney’s Hate 
Crime Prosecution Council, said, “This is a more 
modern reading that is much more clear and 
specific with the cross-language. Our office is 
committed to full-inclusion and will make ev-
ery effort to ensure that all persons are cov-
ered.”
 Michael Theodore, a spokesperson with the 
Illinois Department of Human Rights, which 
enforces the Human Rights Act, said, “We 
have not encountered any difficulties with the 
definition of sexual orientation as it exists in 
the Human Rights Act. While the definition of 
sexual orientation encompasses gender identi-
ty, a discrimination complaint based on either 

protected status is differentiated during our 
investigation.”
 Cassidy introduced a hate-crimes amend-
ment specifically mentioning gender identity 
in 2012, but the bill languished in committee.
 Now HB 3930 heads to Gov. Rauner’s desk, 
where it will be the first piece of LGBT-related 
legislation he does or does not sign. Cherkasov 
said, “This hate-crimes bill passed with com-
plete support in both houses, so I fully expect 
that Gov. Rauner will sign it.”

Hate-crimes amendment
clears General Assembly

State rep. Kelly Cassidy.
Photo from General Assembly website

‘Pink Triangle’ 
event at Center 
on June 3
 “Remembering the Pink Triangle”—a 
public event to commemorate the gay 
victims of Nazi Germany—will take place 
Wed., June 3, at 6-7:30 p.m. at the Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.
 The Center, Equality Illinois and the Unsi-
lence Project are hosting the event in part-
nership with the Human Rights Campaign, 
the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Educa-
tion Center, The Legacy Project, The Illi-
nois Safe Schools Alliance and the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
 Admission is free, but register at http://
www.equalityillinois.us/events/remember-
ing-the-pink-triangle/.
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by GreTCHen raCHel HaMMonD

The Old Testament tells a story of a powerful 
woman of Israel named Deborah who one day 
saw the terrible oppression of her people and 
set out to raise an army of 10,000 to combat 
it. In her song she says that the “villagers in 
Israel would not fight; they held back until I, 
Deborah, arose—a mother in Israel.”

When in 1985 a group of between eight and 
10 “founding mothers” came together to fight 
for the city of Chicago’s homeless women, they 
called the first overnight emergency shelter 
they improvised at a North Side church gymna-
sium Deborah’s Place.

Starting at 7 p.m. on June 12, 2015, at the 
Harold Washington Library, Deborah’s Place 
will mark 30 years spent in a relentless battle 
to end the cycle of homelessness that affects 
an estimated 12,000 Chicago women annu-
ally—56 percent of whom are reported to be 
victims of domestic violence, 7,200 of whom 
have experienced more than one occurrence of 
being homeless. 

Audrey Thomas has been the CEO of Debo-
rah’s Place for 11 years. She started as a volun-
teer for the organization in 1986 and contin-
ued on to eventually providing direct service 
and management. Thomas has seen more than 
4,000 women empowered regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity by the employ-
ment training, access to education and health-
care, case management, permanent, interim 
and subsidized community-based housing of-
fered by the organization, in addition to its 
Safe Haven program for women with severe 
mental illnesses.

Thomas told Windy City Times that when 
she joined Deborah’s Place, homeless women 
were the most ignored and undervalued popu-
lation in the city. “There weren’t any services 
for women only,” she recalled. “Most of the 
shelters that had beds for women housed many 
more men so women were forced to be in these 
unsafe environments. Many were choosing in-
stead to sleep rough.”

In 1985 the Community Emergency Shelter 
Organization (CESO) had engaged in a study 
of service gaps for Chicago’s homeless popu-
lation. Highest among those gaps were those 
for women. Philanthropist and activist Patricia 
“Patty” Crowley held a brown-bag lunch at her 
home to discuss the results. 

“These women became what we call our 
‘founding mothers’,” Thomas explained. “With-
in a few short weeks they pulled together their 
resources, contacts and networks and started 
welcoming women into the gym of Immaculate 
Conception Church. The founding mothers were 
also the volunteers. They had some mats on the 
floor, they brought in food for dinner and went 
out to the streets approaching women who 
were sleeping there and into shelters where 
women had to stay among men.” 

Crowley and the rest of the founding moth-
ers offered them an alternative. Within a year 
Deborah’s Place had moved to a larger space 
and continued to grow services and programs 
exponentially. 

“The founding mothers created an organi-
zation with a strong governance structure,” 
Thomas said. “So eventually they were able to 
start a daytime shelter in Wicker Park and a 
transitional housing program. There have been 
challenging times but because we had such a 
strong foundation we have always had diver-
sified funding and the ability to protect our 
core mission as we grew or as we made tough 
decisions.”

As a volunteer during the organization’s for-
mative years, Thomas was also going into the 

shelters where women were housed with men. 
“I just wanted to bundle them all up and take 
them with me,” she said. “They would come to 
our day shelter and say ‘I would be dead if I 
couldn’t be here’. The vulnerability and unsafe 
conditions for women and people who identify 
as women should give us all a sense of ac-
countability.”

Yet while other advocacy programs and shel-
ters centered around and for homeless women 
have developed along with Deborah’s Place 
over the past three decades, Thomas believes 
that nationwide attitudes toward the popula-
tion have not changed. 

“These women have complex issues, prob-
lems and stories about how they came to be 
homeless,” she said. “Society in many ways is 
unforgiving of women who are unaccompanied. 
There are the issues of white privilege, racism 
and poverty that we haven’t addressed. But 
a common theme among homeless women is 
that they lack resources to pay for the housing 
available. There is a dearth of affordable hous-
ing in the city. There was housing that needed 
to be improved but the response instead was to 
destroy it and not put anything in its place.”

By 2004, Deborah’s Place leadership realized 
that simply providing emergency shelters was 
not a solution and instead decided to focus 
on long-term stability for women in terms of 
housing, health, income and ultimately self-
determination and a control over their lives.

The Deborah’s Place Safe Haven program, 
which today works with and houses 15 chroni-
cally homeless women who suffer from a severe 
mental illness, was named after Dolores, who 
came to the organization in 1986 and remained 
there until she passed away shortly after the 
turn of the millennium. 

“She was older and she had a mental illness 
but she was very private,” Thomas remembered. 
“There were staff with her all the time and she 
was never alone. I remember one day she said 
she had never been to the Planetarium. So they 
went. This was a woman who was in her 60s 
who had lived in Chicago all her life who had 
never been to the Planetarium. It might as well 
have been a thousand miles away. She didn’t 
believe she had access to it. That’s how poverty 
and homelessness isolates people.” 

Deborah’s Place Learning Centers help women 
connect to the rich diversity of arts and culture 
that the rest of Chicago’s residents and tour-
ists take for granted, whether that is tickets to 
a play, museum or Cubs game. “You might be 
dealing with homelessness but you are a citi-
zen and all citizens have a right to what author 
Earl Shorris called ‘the life of the downtown’,” 
Thomas said. “Homeless people feel isolated 
from arts and culture. There are financial and 
emotional barriers—the feeling that they don’t 
deserve it.” 

There are many women whose faces and lives 
will forever be burned into Thomas’s mind. One 
named Bau who was staying at the day shelter 
in 1987 had a particularly strong influence over 
her. “She saw me running around there one day 
and she came up to me and said, ‘Honey, taking 
care of humanity is not like selling jelly do-
nuts’. It’s something I’ve never forgotten. This 
isn’t an assembly line job. You have to stop and 
treat each person as an individual. You have to 
listen and understand where they are and what 
their issues, concerns and problems are. No so-
lution is the same. Deborah’s Place has always 

been somewhere that meets women where they 
are and begins a journey with them.”

One commonality among each of the women 
Thomas and the rest of the staff and volunteers 
of Deborah’s Place have seen over the years is 
shame. 

“I hear them talk about the shame of their 
poverty and being homeless and the way that 
they are viewed and treated,” Thomas said, 
struggling to contain her emotions. “They feel 
they ought to be ashamed of themselves for 
the situation they’re in. Some homeless women 
have had children removed from their care. 
Some have been victims of abuse or were part 
of the sex trade just to survive. Yet people are 
very unsympathetic about that. 

“The thing society hasn’t got past is deserv-
ing poor and undeserving poor. People who 
have a disease or children or stray abused ani-
mals are deserving of compassion and care but 
someone whose lives have led them to poverty 
are considered undeserving. It’s been said that 
people are responsible for the choices they 
make but society is responsible for the choices 
they have. We have expectations of the choices 
people who are homeless or live in poverty 
make that comes out of a white, middle-class 
idea. When people look at someone who is 
homeless they don’t understand how time con-
suming it is and how much energy it takes just 
to take care of your day-to-day needs.”

The generation who lived through October 
1929 and the years which followed knew well 
that homelessness was just a bad day at the 
stock market, a small series of or even one 
change in fortune away for any individual no 
matter how high their economic status or so-
cial standing. Thomas said this remains true 
today, although it is so widely unacknowledged 
that when it does happen to someone the reac-
tion is akin to physical shock. 

“We had one woman called Angela who had 
come through our interim program who couldn’t 
believe she was there. She just couldn’t believe 
she was homeless,” Thomas said. “Because just 
a couple of years before that she had a home 
and a car and was employed at a bank. After 
the recession the bank when out of business. 
She couldn’t find another job, went through her 
savings and had to sell her car and leave her 
apartment. She had to stay with us for several 
months until she got back control of her life 

and pulled herself together.”
For Angela, it was a happy ending. “She 

found another job and saved money and now 
has her own home again,” Thomas said. “She 
still comes to the gathering of women who 
have moved on from Deborah’s Place who say 
to the others, ‘It’s going to be OK. You can do 
it too.’”

The close community of 325 women age 18 
and up that Deborah’s Place serves annually 
includes lesbian, transgender and gender non-
conforming individuals. “We’re doing a lot of 
internal work on transgender inclusion,” Thom-
as said. “Staff training, internal dialogue and 
language to make sure we are sending a mes-
sage to the community that we are completely 
inclusive.” 

Communications Manager Erin Watson told 
Windy City Times that the June 12 event, while 
looking back on the achievements of Deborah’s 
Place, will also serve as a rebranding launch 
pad for the organization. 

“We are a dynamic and growing organization 
with a very rich past and a very exciting fu-
ture,” Watson said. “The new brand is designed 
to be more reflective of how open we are. We 
meet people where they are and honor who 
they are. If you come in and have something 
that’s important to you about your identity or 
your sexuality, our staff will always be welcom-
ing to you.” 

While Thomas stated that the budget cuts 
proposed by Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner may 
make for challenging times as Deborah’s Place 
moves beyond its thirtieth year, she is confi-
dent the systems put in place by the founding 
mothers—some of whom remain with the or-
ganization today as volunteers—will continue 
to sustain its programs while Deborah’s Place 
begins to take on the policies and issues that 
directly impact the women it serves. 

“We are creating an advocacy agenda that fo-
cuses on policy in a structural, deliberate and 
thoughtful way on a city, state and federal lev-
el,” she said. “Partnerships and collaborations 
will be integral to the future of Deborah’s Place 
as long as they best serve the women. The 
answer to homelessness is affordable housing 
and support and that doesn’t happen without 
a community of people or an organization that 
is compassionate and mission driven. As long 
as we are benefitting the women, we’re good.” 

For more information about Deborah’s Place 
visit: https://www.deborahsplace.org.

For tickets to the anniversary event, visit 
https://myab.co/events/Gv.

From left: Deborah’s Place resident renee and Deborah’s Place Ceo audrey Thomas.
Photo courtesy of Deborah’s Place

Deborah’s Place marks
30 years fighting
for homeless women
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recruit division commanders (RDCs) and 
required weekly recruit debriefs with command 
staff. Recruits are on station for eight weeks; 
thus, the CRP is very attuned to the actual 
demand signals from recurring monthly 
religious assessment numbers provided by the 
RTC administration department. Although RTC 
has limited facilities and limited available 
resources, the CRP is continually adjusting to 
maximize its response to the needs of recruits.”
 John Chantry, a civilian and practicing Dru-
id, has been working at the training camp for 
about four years. For about two of those years, 
he has been leading Earth-centered religious 
services for up to 200 recruits at the Great 
Lakes facility. 
 Chantry was shocked and outraged when he 
received an email April 3 with orders from Capt. 
Douglas Pfeifle (commanding officer of RTC in 
Great Lakes) that, due to a change in policy, 
civilian volunteers for seven minority religious 
communities would no longer conduct religious 
services at RTC. Instead, RTC would follow pol-
icy only using uniformed chaplains, uniformed 
volunteers, contract clergy, and then civilians 
if needed.
 “There are clear Navy regulations specify-
ing they need to provide services for recruits 
for whatever religious group they belong to,” 
Chantry said. “It’s important for all the armed 
forces, for centuries, they’ve understood that 
people who are under that kind of stress and 
strain like basic training or under stress and 
strain out there in the field in battle, need sup-
port. They need something to encourage them, 
they need something to help them build resil-
ience to deal with those difficult challenges.” 
 Chantry said his Earth-centered religion has 
a non-discriminatory rainbow flag. With it, he 
wants to make sure it is obvious right away to 
the recruits who look at the chapel and enter 
that chapel, that the group is supportive of all 
God’s children and all Mother Earth’s children. 

 Michael L. “Mikey” Weinstein, founder/presi-
dent of The Military Religious Freedom Founda-
tion (MRFF), and Dr. Ronald A. Crews, CH (COL) 
USA retired, executive director of Chaplain 
Alliance for Religious Liberty, released a joint 
statement against the new policy, stating the 
Navy went too far, violating religious liberty of 
sailor recruits. They call the new policy a gross 
violation of the constitutional rights of recruits 
who practice minority religions, including Uni-
tarian Universalism, Buddhism, Baha’i or Earth-
centered, Christian Science, among others.
 “This is causing Lady Liberty to cry and this 
is an absolute scandalous outrage,” said Wein-
stein. “The captain should be severely, aggres-
sively investigated and visibly punished along 
with anybody who’s supported him.”
 Weinstein and Crews, on behalf of their orga-
nizations, also sent letters addressed to Pfeifle 
on the issue and have in turn received respons-
es.
 “The spiritual well-being of every recruit at 
RTC is a high priority for the command,” said 

Demeter in his email to WCT. “RTC’s Religious 
Ministries Department consists of 10 chaplains 
and five staff members to meet the needs of 
the approximately 39,000 recruits that gradu-
ate annually. RTC values and protects the rights 
of its service members to practice according to 
the tenets of their faith and respects the rights 
of each individual to determine their own reli-
gious convictions.”
 On a separate occasion, this RTC decision 
arose in 2014. Beginning in January 2014, the 
RTC Religious Ministries Department (RMD) be-
gan reviewing and updating the CRP with the 
same reasoning as this year’s case. In April 
2014, civilian volunteers were informed of up-
coming changes and, by May 9, volunteers were 
informed that RTC would continue to maintain 
close relationships so as to assist with future 
needs.
 With the new policy at RTC, as Demeter listed, 
the religions and services that have an active 
chaplain or religious leader of their own reli-
gion are Reflection and Contemplation (self-

guided), Latter Day Saints, Jewish Shabbat, Is-
lamic Jumah’, Catholic Mass, Lutheran Missouri 
Synod, Traditional Christian with Communion, 
Gospel Service, Contemporary Christian and 
Seventh Day Adventist.
 “People put their lives on the line,” said 
Weinstein, who strongly expresses the depriva-
tion of liberty and violation of Constitutional 
rights. “We’ve had chaplains forever and we 
just don’t think we should mix chaplains with 
military rank anymore. This is an open and shut 
case. As our lawyers have said, Captain Pfeifle 
has decided on behalf of the United States 
Navy [and] will decide who are the religious 
winners and who are the religious losers. 
 “We have only received positive feedback 
from the recruits as it relates to how the CRP 
is addressing religious needs,” Demeter said 
in his email. “Any recruit request for religious 
support will be timely addressed.  RTC will 
consider all options, which do not adversely 
impact mission accomplishment. This includes 
inviting civilian volunteers to conduct services 
at RTC, if necessary.”
 Chantry refers to the religious services at 
the naval station as Abrahamic. An additional 
source, who has requested to remain anony-
mous, associated with Great Lakes Naval RTC’s 
religious landscape, comments the faith groups 
kept on base have anti-LGBT beliefs, while the 
more liberal ones that were cancelled, support 
LGBT rights and same-sex marriage. 
 “I tell people all the time, to be a member 
of the military you have to shoot straight; you 
don’t have to be straight,” Weinstein said in 
response. “It is my hope that in a few years 
from now, whether you are gay or straight, will 
be as important to people as whether you are 
right handed or left handed. I don’t know the 
degree to which the disenfranchised denomi-
nations are pro-LGBTQ rights or not.”
 For more information on each organiza-
tion, visit www.bootcamp.navy.mil/index.
asp, militrayreligiousfreedom.org, chaplain-
alliance.org.

GREAT LAKES from cover

bishop robert Coyle bestows communion upon lt. Cmdr. Joselito Tiongson, May 13, 2014.
Photo by Lt. Adam Demeter
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by TraCy baiM

The first federally approved monument on fed-
eral land honoring LGBT veterans was unveiled 
and dedicated in a grove at the Abraham Lin-
coln National Cemetery (ALNC) in Elwood, Il-
linois on Memorial Day. 

The monument was made possible by the 
Chicago chapter of the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights (AVER).  

Lee Reinhart—who was discharged under 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” re-enlisted after repeal 
and is now president of the Chicago Chapter of 
AVER—greeted the gathering.

“I came back from Afghanistan at the end of 
the four years it took to make this (monument) 
happen,” he said. “It has been an honor to 
serve again after the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell; to put this uniform on again and serve my 
country. … [It] was the leaders and politicians 
and supporters who made that happen and I’m 
extremely grateful.”

Reinhart read names of LGBT veterans who 
have passed, including well-known veterans 

such as Leonard Matlovich. “Many of these are 
members of AVER and many from Illinois who 
served and today have a place that remembers 
them,” he said. 

Jim Darby, founder and now vice president 
of the Chicago chapter of AVER, spoke of the 
chapter’s beginnings, the work to repeal “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” and the work to close out that 

chapter with this lasting recognition.
Stanley J. Jenczyk, who spearheaded the 

project over several years, said, “Today the 
Chicago Chapter of AVER fulfills the promise, 
[a promise] that all those who served quietly 
made in their hearts—that all who served and 
gave their last measure be remembered. It is 
my great hope that all those who see this mon-

ument remember all who have served this great 
nation and especially our LGBT veterans … who 
have served from the founding of this nation.”

U.S. Reps. Bill Foster and Robin Kelly attend-
ed, with Kelly speaking. U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley 
was represented by his LGBT liaison, Yoni Pizer, 
who read aloud the dedication Quigley read on 
the floor of the House for the LGBT monument. 
Sean Baumgartner, director of ALNC, welcomed 
the veterans.

The Organized Chaos motorcycle club formed 
a flag line around the ceremony, placing Ameri-
can flags for each name of a departed LGBT 
veteran read aloud. The Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus performed the “National Anthem” and 
“America, The Beautiful.” The invocation and 
benediction were given by three religious lead-
ers, Father Chris Meyer, Reverend Wayne Brad-
ley and Rabbi Cindy Enger. Taps was performed 
by Susan Jones and Melissa Terrell.

At the closing, Army Major Melinda M. Ray-
ter of Organized Chaos presented the ceremo-
nial American flag to Jenczyk in recognition 
of his work on the monument. Also thanked 
in the day’s program was Tod Tatsui, who did 
the artistic rendering of the monument. The 
monument cost $20,000; funds were raised by 
private donations.
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left: aVer’s Stanley Jenczyk with members of the organized Chaos motorcycle club. right: army Major Melinda M. rayter presents the american flag to Jenczyk.
Photos by Hal Baim. More photos and video online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

LGBT veterans monument dedicated

aVer President lee reinhart.
aVer-Chicago founder and Vice President 
Jim Darby.

Allen Schindler’s Memorial Day tribute was held May 24 in 
Steger, Illinois.

Dorothy Clausen (mother of Allen) and husband Spencer 
Clausen were joined by members of the American Veter-
ans for Equal Rights-Chicago chapter members Jim Darby, 
Ed Wosylus, Jean Albright, Bernie Santarsiero and Patrick 
Bova. 

Schindler was murdered by fellow sailors in 1992, at age 
22, in Japan. 

Photos and video (online) by Tracy baim/Windy City 
Times

Tribute for murdered 
gay sailor Schindler

Jim Darby, bernie Santarsiero, Spencer Clausen, ed Wosylus 
(back), Dorothy Clausen  Jean albright, Patrick bova.
Photo by Tracy Baim

Two LGBT contingents participated in the City of Chicago 
Memorial Day Parade May 23 in the Loop.

The Chicago Chapter of the American Veterans for 
Equal Rights carried the U.S. flag, the rainbow flag and 
the flags of each branch of the armed services. Behind 
the LGBT veterans banner and color guard, the Lakeside 
Pride Freedom Marching Band fired up the crowd with 
a medley of the songs of the Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard as well as the Village People’s “In 
The Navy,” an arrangement by Lakeside’s Roy Freeman 
and Christy Zurcher of Lakeside.

Photos by Jean albright. See more online.

LGBT groups part of 
Memorial Day parade
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Marijuana bill passes 
state Senate
by MaTT SiMoneTTe

A bill that removes the criminal penalties for 
marijuana possession—replacing the prospect 
of jail-time for a small amount with a $125 
ticket—was, on May 21, passed through the 
state Senate and will go to Gov. Bruce Rauner 
for his signature or veto.
 HB 218 provides a statewide standard for 
cannabis possession, with a maximum $125 
fine for possession of 15 grams or less, and 
automatic expungement upon fine payment, 
according to a press release from the office of 
state Rep. Kelly Cassidy, who sponsored the bill 
in the House, where it passed 62-53 April 23. 
The bill also implements scientifically proven 
standards for driving under the influence of 
cannabis and strengthens penalties for the 
production of butane extracts.
 According to the legislation, the law would 
mean a decrease of 115 correctional inmates, 
and a savings of $29.3 million, over the first 10 
years of the bill’s implementation.
 “This legislation ensures equal enforcement 
statewide and ensures that charges for small 
amounts of cannabis do not ruin someone’s 
life, creating barriers against housing, employ-
ment and education,” said Cassidy in the state-
ment.  
  The measure passed the Senate 37-19. State 
Sen. Michael Noland sponsored the bill in that 
chamber.

U.S. Senators call for
military updates
 In a letter to U.S. Secretary of Defense Ash-
ton Carter, U.S. Sens. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., 
and Chris Murphy, D-Conn., led a bipartisan 
group of 22 senators who want him to update 
the equal opportunity policies across the U.S. 
Department of Defense (DoD) and military ser-

vices to prevent discrimination, harassment 
or intimidation of service members based on 
sexual orientation.
 In their letter, the senators explained that 
the 2011 repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” al-
lowed service members to serve openly without 
the fear of being discharged, but failed to in-
clude binding protections for gay, lesbian and 
bisexual service members in Equal Opportunity 
Programs.
 Among some of the other lawmakers who 
signed the letter were U.S. Sens. Cory Booker, 
D-N.J., Susan Collins, R-Maine, Dick Durbin, D-
Ill., and Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass. 
 In a statement, American Military Partner 
Association President Ashley Broadway-Mack 
said, “For the sake of fairness, equality, and 
ensuring our troops are able to focus on the 
mission first, we again urge Secretary Carter to 
take action in updating the military’s non-dis-
crimination protections and equal opportunity 
program for our service members. 
 “Extending these vitally important non-
discrimination protections to gay and lesbian 
troops will take us one step closer to the goal 
of full LGBT military equality.”

Conversion-therapy
ban passes House
by MaTT SiMoneTTe

The Illinois House, on May 19, passed legisla-
tion 68-43 that protects minors from anti-gay 
“conversion therapy.”
 The bill, HB 217, or the Youth Mental Health 
Protection Act, was sponsored in the House by 
state Rep. Kelly Cassidy, and now moves to the 
state Senate, where it is sponsored by state 
Sen. Daniel Biss.
 Sixty-one Democrats and seven Republicans 
voted in favor of the bill, which prohibits men-
tal health providers from engaging in practices 
intending to change the sexual orientation of 
minors. It further prevents providers from in-
tentionally advertising or marketing their ser-
vices such that homosexuality is represented as 
a mental illness.
 “I feel good about what will happen in the 
Senate,” Cassidy said shortly after the vote. “In 
the House, we had Republican leadership on 
board with this, and it passed with no debate, 
plus we have a great sponsor in Daniel Biss.”
 Cassidy indicated that she had talked with 
Gov. Bruce Rauner about the bill. While Rauner 
did not say whether he would sign or not, he 
had also spoken with Curtis Galloway, a young 
man from downstate Benton who underwent 
conversion therapy and has spoken out against 
the practice.
 “I think the governor was moved by what 
Curtis had to say,” Cassidy said.
 U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif., introduced leg-
islation that would ban conversion therapy 
nationwide. Lieu was the first lawmaker to in-
troduce such a ban three years ago, while a 
California state senator. President Obama has 
indicated he is in favor of such a ban.

U.S. Sen. Tammy baldwin.
Official head shot
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She went to a roller-derby match about four 
years ago with a friend and was instantly in 
awe.
 “I remember watching and thinking, ‘Look 
at these athletes ... they are incredible,’” said 
Mack Savage, the Windy City Rollers’ sensation 
who skates for the Manic Attackers and the 
Windy City All Stars. “I talked to someone after 
[that] game and they encouraged me to join. 
The minute I realized I could join, I signed up 
for skating classes.”
 After her first day on the track, Savage admits 
she was sore, but thankful she had been taught 
how to fall properly.
  “A big [career] highlight for me was the first 
game of my second season,” she said. “I was 
in the starting line-up and remember being 
confused. I thought that my coach had made 
a mistake. After my first jam, I went to sit on 
the far end of the bench, where the players 
who don’t get much playing time sit. My coach 
asked, ‘Where is Mack?!’ I responded, ‘Over 
here.’ 
 “Then, in the most loving way possible, she 
said, ‘I can’t keep track of you if you’re not in 
front of me. You’re playing every other [jam], 
so you sit right here and go in unless I tell you 
otherwise.’ It was the first time in my derby 
career I was expected to play, and expected to 
do well.”
 Savage said she was “absolutely terrified … 
and a little star-struck” when she was drafted 
to the Manic Attackers. “I remember looking 
around at my new teammates and just thinking 
how lucky I was to get to train with them,” she 
said.
 Savage said she doesn’t have much of a 
differing persona. “I’m pretty much the same 
Mack on the track as I am off,” she said. “I’m 
pretty goofy, a little vulgar and tend to be 
pretty laid back. I do derby because it’s fun, 
and the only way I would have fun is being 
myself,” she said.
 “A lot of people still think of derby as fighting 
and fishnets, [but] it’s come a long way since 
then. Anyone who thinks derby still is about 

that WWE mentality should come check out a 
game; I think the athleticism would surprise 
them.”
 Savage said her dad and brother think it’s 
“awesome” that she does derby; her mom, 
though, is nervous her daughter will get 
seriously injured. Her co-workers think it’s 
“pretty cool” and her friends “say it takes up 
too much of my time,” she said.
 “I guess my [derby] goal right now is to just 
never stop being challenged and to always 
remember to have fun,” she said. “I’ll keep 
going until I lose those two things. So, if that’s 
the case, I guess my goals are to move up the 
ranks in the ‘derbyverse.’
 “Derby gave me body confidence I’ve never 
had before, in an unexpected way. Before 
derby, I only saw my body as this thing to put 
on display and to play dress-up in, but once 

I started derby, I was able to see my body as 
a tool. I saw my reflexes getting faster, my 
endurance getting stronger and I was more 
powerful. Derby helped me realized the full 
potential of the human body, and for that I 
will be forever grateful.”

• Age
25

• Neighborhood
Lincoln Square

• Background
Grew up in Hanover 
Park, Illinois, and 
moved to Chicago 
at age 18

• Hobbies
Knitting and 
cooking

• Relationship status
“I live with my 
current girlfriend.”

• Orientation
Lincoln Square

• Favorite drink
Bourbon, neat

• Favorite movie
It’s a Wonderful Life

• Favorite TV show
A Swedish show 
called Jordskott

• Favorite pizza
topping
Pepperoni 

• Favorite
professional sport
Hockey

• Favorite
professional 
athlete
Candace Parker

Mack Savage
TeXT by roSS ForMan
PHoToS by Gil leora

in the lifein the life

Advertise in America’s premier LGBT publications today! Call 212-242-6863

Stronger than ever
Spending in America’s LGBT 
media is at a record high 
of $381.4 million, up 18.2% 
from 2012.  Circulation and 
readership of LGBT media are 
also up a healthy 15.1%*

Now that’s just SUPER!

A d v e r t i s e  i n  A m e r i c A’ s  p r e m i e r  L G B t  p u B L i c At i o n s  t o d Ay !

*2013 Gay press report

BAy AREA REPoRTER  I  BAy WINdoWS  I  BETWEEN ThE LINES  I  dALLAS VoICE  I  GA VoICE
GAy CITy NEWS  I  SoUTh FLoRIdA GAy NEWS  I  WAShINGToN BLAdE  I  WINdy CITy TImES

designed by Azer Creative: azercreative.com

Proudly LGBT-owned and -operated
A pioneer in LGBT research, founded in 1992
NGLCC-Certified LGBT Owned Business Enterprise

Your information is confidential, used for research purposes only. 
You will not be contacted for marketing purposes.

LGBTsurvey.com

Making a Difference is Easy.

Grab a coffee 
take a survey,
Grab a coffee, 
take a survey,
change the world.

Take the 9th Annual 
LGBT Community Survey®

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

CMI_Full_Page_v4_Final_Print.pdf   1   3/3/15   9:20 AM

?? ?

?
LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA

What writer said she thinks 
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Fighting Irish

Dear Editor:

In a world increasingly wracked by violence 
and economic austerity, Ireland’s vote for LGBT 
equal-marriage rights is a welcome achieve-
ment for freedom and equality. While no minor-
ity’s rights should be held hostage to a popu-
larity contest, it is nonetheless gratifying that 
overwhelmingly Catholic Ireland rejected the 
church hierarchy’s bigotry and instead voted 
for equal rights.
 In winning the world’s first-ever national ref-
erendum on LGBT rights, our community should 
remember that we would not have won this 
victory without the solidarity of non-LGBTs. 
This should not only inspire gratitude on our 
part, but dedication to actively campaigning 
for the social and legal equality of all other 
oppressed peoples. As economic malaise grips 
many countries, we know that scapegoating 
of immigrants, racial and religious minorities 
can rise quite rapidly, and so we as LGBTs must 
respond with solidarity whenever any group’s 
rights are threatened.
 Also, while we rejoice in this huge victory, 
we would be foolish to think or act as though 
civil rights progress is inevitable. While today 
northwest Europe basks in the glow of yester-
day’s vote, in southeast Europe, proto-fascist 
parties and organizations have grown at alarm-
ing rates in recent years, with LGBTs second 
only to immigrants as targets of their violence. 
In the United States, our LGBT movement has 
grown alarmingly complacent after several 
years of back-to-back victories, and needs to 
be much more involved in the #blacklivesmat-
ter protests against police violence, the cam-
paigns for economic equality, immigrant rights 
and other justice-related struggles.
  While many well-meaning people have pre-
dicted an “inevitable” win for equal-marriage 
rights in this spring’s Supreme Court decisions, 
a careful reading of the recent oral arguments 
before the Court shows the vote will likely be 
close, and could very well go against us.
 So while we rejoice in the victory in Ireland, 
we know that civil rights progress doesn’t 
magically fall from the sky, but requires activ-
ism. As the great anti-slavery activist Frederick 
Douglass put it, “Without struggle, there is no 
progress.”
 
Andy Thayer
Co-founder, 
Gay Liberation Network

Ireland and
the Church

Dear Editor:

Ireland has become, for many, an example of 
the many faults of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Its trending mentality show us that a focus on 
archaic dogmatic belief, with its accompany fo-
cuses on obedience and not reason, shows us 
that the Church has become totally irrelevant 
in today’s Western world. So if you were pay-
ing attention to the Church’s relevance in Irish 
modern society, its support of same-sex mar-
riage was a foregone conclusion.

The Irish vote also shows us how important 
our allies are. The LGBT Irish population is 

rather small: however, when you add support-
ive parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents and so 
many other straight allies we become the ma-
jority. Yes even courageous clergy who would 
not go along with the Church’s opposition to 
Gay Marriage sparkled in this vote.

If the Church is realistic, it will not turn its 
back on the need for true reform. While the 
Rainbow Sash Movement’s focus is on the need 
of the Church to be more inclusive and less 
dogmatic not only in Ireland but in the rest of 
the Western Hemisphere, change is the lifeline.

We understand that women have really bore 
the brunt of the Church’s backward thinking 
and this situation can no longer be tolerated, 
either in the pews or in the leadership of the 
Church..

 We call for the leadership of the Church to 
focus less on hierarchal authority and more on 
Jesus Christ’s gospel value of love.

Certainly, the teaching authority of the 
Church must be drawn into question if this is 
not the case. Such authority is useless if it is 
not based in the authority of the “Keys to King-
dom” to change and update our Catholic views.

The Irish-related challenge for the Church 
is to either engage in conversation with the 
world—and its own lay population—or to be-
come a cult..

The Irish vote should challenge us in the U.S. 
Church to further engage in open on honest 
dialogue when it comes to our values. Those 
values should be relevant to the people the 
Church claims to serve.

The challenge now for the international Rain-
bow Sash Movement is to  challenge blind loy-
alty, as that is the surest road to cultism.

U.S. LGBT Catholics can no longer allow the 
Church’s homophobia and sexism to go unchal-
lenged. They should be challenged by justice 
and compassion. The time for change is now.

Rainbow Sash Movement

Remembering Bill

Dear Editor:

In 1961, the State of Illinois adopted the crim-
inal code that in effect legalized homosexual-
ity at a time when a large cohort of baby boom-
ers were about to enter their teenage years.
 Starting in the 1960s, young men and women 
arrived in Chicago from Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Missouri, Iowa, Indiana and Michigan expect-
ing to express themselves freely in a Midwest-
ern community that would accept their chosen 
lifestyle.
 Gay businesses flourished in Chicago, and in-
stitutions were formed for gay people to help 
their own like Gay Horizons (for counselling) 
and Howard Brown (for health).
 But at a time when it was still a bit uncertain 
whether lawyers who were openly gay would 
be allowed to practice law in Illinois, William 
B. Kelley emerged as an activist advocating 
forcefully and effectively for his brothers and 
sisters. He had a demeanor and the legal cre-
dentials that commanded respect from other 
lawyers and judges. His great skill was express-
ing in the written word what needed to be said.
 Aristotle said that happiness consists of ac-
tualizing your full potential. In that sense, Wil-
liam B. Kelley lived a happy life. What a won-
derful thing to be said about any person.
 The ancients admired as heroes people with 
exceptional athletic or military prowess. Among 
the many heroes our community has produced 
since 1961, William Kelley stands out as a hero, 
who we can all admire for effecting change. 
Chicago is a richer place for the freedoms and 
equality he helped win for LGBT people. We owe 
him our undying praise. 
 
Edward Mogul, Esq.
Chicago
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“Windy City Media Group generated enormous 

interest among their readers in this year’s lGbT 
Consumer index Survey. out of approximately 100 
print and online media partners who participated 
in the survey, Windy City was the best performing 
regional media in the U.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were able to generate 
a greater number of responses.”   —David Marshall, 

research Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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letters

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.

William b. Kelley (left, the subject of a letter this week) and israel Wright at the Gay and lesbian 
Hall of Fame Celebrity bowl in 2014. 
Photo by Ed Negron



Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures
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20Dino might27

by SCoTT C. MorGan

This has been a tough few weeks for the Chi-
cago and national theater scenes. 
 The recent cancer death of longtime Chicago 
Dramatists artistic director Russ Tutterow was 
extremely saddening. And then local theater 
fans were shocked by the news that American 
Theater Company artistic director PJ Paparelli 
died following injuries sustained in a car ac-
cident while he was on vacation in Scotland. 
 Tutterow left a lasting legacy of fostering new 
works for nearly three decades from a large ros-
ter of playwrights, while it’s with plenty of re-
gret to think of the new works that could have 
flowed from Paparelli since he made a mark 
nationally with such pieces like columbinus 
and the current world premiere The Project(s), 
which has been extended to June 21.
 So in honor of these two Chicago theater 
greats who are no longer with us, consider 
helping to bolster the Windy City’s theater 
scene by being adventurous and seeing original 
works or pieces that are brand new to Chicago. 
All shows listed are chronological and in Chi-
cago unless otherwise noted. Shows with an 
LGBTQ angle are highlighted with an asterisk 
(*).
 
World premieres

Chalk, Sideshow Theatre at Victory Gardens 
Theater’s Richard Christiansen Theater, 2433 N. 
Lincoln Ave. Walt McGough dreams up a sci-fi 
fable about a woman who has seemingly sur-
vived the end of the world only to be confront-
ed with the unlikely return of her daughter. 
(Now to June 28; www.sideshowtheatre.org)

borderlands, Underscore Theatre at Jack-
alope Frontier Stage, 1106 W. Thorndale Ave. 
A group of singer-songwriters face up to the 
truth in this folk musical by librettist LC Berna-
dine and songwriter Erik Olsen. (Now to June 
28; www.underscoretheatre.org)

The Pied Piper, The Forks & Hope Ensemble 
at Strawdog Theatre, 3829 N. Broadway St. 
Josh Sobel directs this theatrical adaptation of 
Robert Browning’s poem about a German town 
that suffers a great loss when it goes back on 
its word to pay a musical and magical exter-
minator. (Now to June 10; www.strawdog.org)

Soon i Will be invincible, Lifeline Theatre, 
6912 N. Glenwood Ave. Christopher M. Walsh 
and songwriter Christopher Kriz adapt Austin 
Grossman’s fantasy novel about the New Cham-
pions who must thwart the newly escaped Doc-
tor Impossible despite the disappearance of 
the superhero CoreFire. (May 29 to July 19; 
www.lifelinetheatre.com)

on your Feet!, Oriental Theatre, 24 W. Ran-
dolph St. Latin crossover pop sensation Gloria 

Estefan and her producer husband, Emilio Este-
fan, get the jukebox musical treatment in this 
new Broadway-bound show written by Academy 
Award-winning Birdman screenwriter Alexander 
Dinelaris. (June 2 to July 5; www.broadway-
inchicago.com)

Truth be Told, We Stand Sideways at Charnel 
House, 3421 W. Fullerton Ave. Amanda Timm 
conceived this community-collaborative dance 
theater project that explores the nature of 
guilt, shame and sin through acts of confes-
sion. (June 4-6; www.thecharnelhouse.com)

a Work of art, Chicago Dramatists in associ-
ation with the Goodman Theatre, 1105 W. Chi-
cago Ave. Elaine Romero’s second in a trilogy 
of plays on the theme of The U.S. at War looks 
at a woman whose life was changed after she 
lost her brother to the war in Vietnam. (June 
11 to July 19; www.chicagodramatists.org)

*body & blood, Gift Theatre, 4802 N. Mil-
waukee Ave. A family crisis ensues when a man 
named Dan finds his spiritual calling in this 
drama written by Gift Theatre co-founder Wil-
liam Nedved. (June 11 to Aug. 9; www.thegift-
theatre.org)

Matawan, The Ruckus at Athenaeum Theatre, 
2936 N. Southport Ave. Dan Caffrey looks at a 
“season of terror” when there was war, a polio 
epidemic and an uptick in shark attacks off the 
Jersey Shore in the year of 1916. (June 26 to 
July 26; www.ruckustheater.org)
 *Stanley in the name of love, The New 
Colony at Den Theatre, 1333 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Margaret Svetlove has teamed up with the band 
The Delicious Moon for this musical about a 
trailer park guy who has designs on becoming a 
gay porn star. (July 30 through Aug. 29; www.
thenewcolony.org)

october Sky, Marriott Theatre, 100 Mar-
riott Drive, Lincolnshire. Rachel Rockwell di-
rects this new musical based upon the 1999 
film about an Appalachian teenager who has 
dreams of becoming a rocket engineer in the 
1950s. (Aug. 19 to Oct. 11; www.marriottthe-
atre.com)

Don Chipotle, terraNOVA Collective and 
Playground Theater at Storefront Theatre, 66 
E. Randolph St. A new Latino superhero is born 
in Juan Francisco Villa’s coming-of-age adven-
ture filled with puppetry, animation, music and 
a children’s choir. (Aug. 25 to Sept. 27; www.
theadventuresofdonchipotle.com)
 
Chicago-area premieres

Xtigone, Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble at 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1630 W. Foster Ave. 
Actress and playwright Nambi E. Kelley (Native 
Son) is behind this drama that reflects upon 
the toll of gang and gun violence in Chicago 
through lyricism, movement and music. (Now 

to June 14; www.danztheatre.org)
Don’t Go Gentle, Haven Theatre at Theater 

Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. Stephen Belber’s 
drama about a retired judge who volunteers to 
help an African-American single mother. (June 
2 to July 12; www.haventheatrechicago.com)

*abraham lincoln Was a F*gg*t, About 
Face Theatre at Greenhouse Theater Center, 
2257 N. Lincoln Ave. A gay teenager is deter-
mined to prove that his favorite president was 
homosexual in Bixby Elliot’s pop music-infused 
comedy. (June 5 to July 5; www.aboutfacethe-
atre.org)

The Fantasticks, Light Opera Works at Cahn 
Auditorium, 600 Emerson St., Evanston. How 
can the world’s longest-running musical be a 
local premiere? Well this Evanston production 
debuts a full 23-piece orchestra arrangement of 
Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt’s classic 1960 
off-Broadway musical which typically just fea-
tures a piano and harp. (June 6 to 14; www.
lightoperaworks.com)

Goldfish, Route 66 Theatre Company at 
Greenhouse Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln 
Ave. Heavy-hitter Chicago actors like Francis 
Guinan, Shannon Cochran, Alex Stage and Ty-
ler Meredith star in John Kolvenbach’s drama 
about a legacy left by parents and leaving 
home. (June 11 to July 12; www.route66th-
eatre.org)

The Who and the What, Victory Gardens 
Theater, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.  Pulitzer Prize-
winner Ayad Akhtar (Disgraced) once explores 
again explores a clash of cultures, this time 
focusing on an Atlanta woman whose recent-
ly completed book about women and Islam 
threatens to tear her conservative Muslim fam-
ily apart. (June 12 to July 12; www.victorygar-
dens.org)

Storm, Walkabout Theater Company with 
Moon Fool at Links Hall, 3111 N. Western Ave. 
Two companies collaborate on Anna-Helena 

McLean’s new adaptation of Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. (June 18 to 28; www.linkshall.org)
 *Vanya, Sonia, Masha & Spike, Goodman 
Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn St. Steve Scott directs 
the Chicago premiere of gay playwright Chris-
topher Durang’s Tony Award-winning Broadway 
hit that comically borrows from Chekhovian 
character types and situations and transplants 
them to America today. (June 20 to July 26; 
www.goodmantheatre.org)

beaches, Drury Lane Theatre, 10 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace. Broadway veterans Shoshan-
na Bean and Whitney Bashor star in this musi-
cal adaptation of the beloved 1988 film that 
starred Bette Midler and Barbara Hershey. The 
original novelist Iris Rainer Dart is involved as 
a co-writer with Thom Thomas and composer 
David Austin. (June 24 to Aug. 16; www.drury-
laneoakbrook.com)

Grand Concourse, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
1650 N. Halsted St.. Heidi Schreck’s drama set 
in a Bronx soup kitchen pits a longtime veteran 
worker against a new college-dropout volun-
teer. (July 2 to Aug. 30; www.steppenwolf.org)

brilliant adventures, Steep Theatre, 1115 
W. Berwyn Ave. British playwright Alistair 
McDowell’s drama deals with a teenager who 
has inadvertently created a device that could 
change the world—though he’s at great risk of 
having it stolen out from under him. (July 9 to 
Aug. 15; www.steeptheatre.com)
 *The boy from oz, Pride Films and Plays at 
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. No, it may 
not have Hugh Jackman starring in the title 
role, but at least we’re given a chance to finally 
see this 2003 Broadway musical about the life 
and times of flamboyant Australian pop singer 
and songwriter Peter Allen who was famed for 
such songs as “I Go to Rio” and “Don’t Cry Out 
Loud.” (Aug. 5 to Aug. 30; www.pridefilmsand-
plays.com)

sUMMer TheATer speciAl 

What’s new this summer

From left: on your Feet’s emilio estefan, Gloria estefan, ana Villafane and Josh  Segarra.
Photo by Bruce Glikas
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TheATer reVieW

Shining Lives:
A Musical
Playwright: music by andre Pluess 
and amanda Dehnert, lyrics and book 
by Jessica Thebus, based on the 
play by Melanie Marnich
at: northlight Theatre at the north 
Shore Center for the Performing arts, 
9501 Skokie blvd. in Skokie
Tickets: 847-673-6300; 
www.northlight.org; $25-$78
runs through: June 14

by Mary SHen barniDGe

Audiences subscribing to Edgar Allen Poe’s 
conviction that romance lies in tales of young, 
beautiful, dead women have enjoyed many a 
good cry over Melanie Marnich’s docutragedy 
of industrial technology. The expected weeps 
are also forthcoming in this musical adaptation 
featuring a score by Andre Pluess and Amanda 

Dehnert, with the book and lyrics by Jessica 
Thebus. 
  Outrage, on the other hand—even with the 
heightened emotion engendered by incorpora-
tion of the most purely visceral of the arts—is 
a little harder to muster up. Generations living 
today can recall when footwear vendors boast-
ed in-store X-ray machines and “radiation” was 
a by-product of war weapons. Whatever we may 
know nowadays about radioactive hazards, in 
1922, barely two decades after its discovery, 
who suspected the softly luminous silver-blue 
element called “radium” of any harm, or con-
nected the minuscule amounts found in time-
pieces with its accumulative effect on workers 
coming into contact with, literally, pounds of 
it over the course of their day—in particular, 
the clock-face painters who licked their brush-
es between applications of the mineral powder.
  Jessica Thebus’ book is not wholly devoted 
to the quintessentially feminine act of dying, 
though. Following our introduction to the ap-
propriately diverse factory girls of Western 
Clock (Ottawa, Illinois) and preceding their 
uniformly serene departure into projection de-
signer Stephan Mazurak’s starry cosmos, Pluess 
and Dehnert give our damsels a day at the beach 
where they share the ambitions precipitated by 
independence fostered through earning power. 
The melody extolling these sentiments begins 
in the Broadway mode employed previously, 
but shifts midway into a foreshadowy Gospel 

tone. This prepares us for our doomed hero-
ines’ later refusal to accept their fate without a 
fight. If you are moved by courage expressed in 
actions, rather than in endurance, you may tear 
up with a clear conscience at these moments.
 The song roster includes a few choruses for 
bosses, doctors, lawyers, reporters and other 
obligatory villains, but its predominant focus 
is to provide a showcase for delicate treble 
harmonies rendered clean and crystalline under 

the musical direction of Chuck Larkin. Whether 
you go home lamenting the sacrifice of helpless 
innocents to Big Business or championing the 
groundbreaking reforms perpetrated by brave 
opponents thereof, no one can deny the charm 
and expertise of Jess Godwin, Bri Sudia, Tiffany 
Topol and Johanna McKenzie Miller in narrating 
this small, but significant, chapter in our na-
tion’s history. 

TheATer reVieW 

Belfast Girls
Playwright: Jaki McCarrick
at: artemisia, a Chicago Theatre 
at the Den, 1333 n. Milwaukee ave.
Tickets: 832-819-4336; 
www.artemisiatheatre.org; $25
runs through: June 14

by Mary SHen barniDGe

The Orphan Emigration Scheme probably seemed 
a good idea when Earl Grey first hatched it in 
1848: The predominantly male British colonies 
in Australia wanted the stabilizing influence of 
females, so young orphanage-raised women of 
good character and useful domestic skills were 
awarded ship’s passage, along with room and 
board, to the land “down under.” What could 
go wrong?
 First, Australia was a penal colony, where 
long-term criminals who would otherwise have 
festered in the overcrowded home-counties 
correctional facilities were exiled to serve out 
their sentences laboring in the wilderness. 
Second, Ireland was suffering a crop failure so 
severe that a major segment of its populace 
died of starvation. Families who could afford to 
escape fled for foreign countries—the United 
States, among them—but women with no mon-

ey or kin took advantage of Grey’s recruitment, 
telling whatever lies were necessary to sign on 
as “orphans.”
  This is how tough Judith, romantic Hannah, 
quiet Ellen, straightlaced Sarah and bluestock-
ing Molly come to be bunking together aboard 

the Inchinnan, bound for Sydney, in 1850. 
Whatever honest employment they may have 
once pursued has been eclipsed by the brutal 
streets of urban Belfast or the likewise brutal 
famines of rural Sligo. Over their three months 
at sea, dynamics associated with strangers 

confined to restricted quarters arise—indi-
vidual squabbles, territorial alliances, even a 
lynching no less horrifying for being non-fatal. 
Secrets from the past are revealed, as well as 
discoveries hinting at improved chances for 
survival in a future as uncertain as that left 
behind, but nevertheless offering a wider range 
of opportunities for those adventurous enough 
to seize them. 
 Jaki McCarrick’s historical drama could easily 
veer too much toward dryly didactic social po-
lemics (Molly’s books include Karl Marx’ recent-
ly-published Communist Manifesto) or swing 
too far in the opposite direction to wallow 
in sensationalistic women-in-prison clichés. 
Artemisia director Julie Proudfoot recognizes 
the responsibilities that come with hosting a 
U.S. premiere production, however, as does the 
five-member ensemble selected for the occa-
sion, maintaining an articulate focal balance 
enhanced by Lindsay Tornquist’s impeccable 
dialects throughout the two hours (with one 
intermission) of this bare-bones staging. 
 Artemisia’s introduction of this award-and-
accolade-winning play to audiences on this 
side of the Atlantic might be a humble one, 
but the strength of McCarrick’s themes point to 
the likelihood of its becoming a popular addi-
tion to the regional circuit. Why wait until that 
comes to pass, though, when you can see it 
now?

belfast Girls. 
Photo courtesy of Artemisia Theatre

TheATer reVieW

Cowboy Versus
Samurai
Playwright: Michael Golamco
at: a-Squared Theatre Workshop 
at the Den, 1333 n. Milwaukee ave.
Tickets: 773-231-0832; 
www.a-stw.org; $25
runs through: June 7

by Mary SHen barniDGe

Volumes have been written about the strug-
gle of young white men to find their own 
identity, as opposed to that imposed upon 
them by their families, culture or social posi-
tion. Non-WASP males in fiction, by contrast, 
are assumed to be so secure within their 
communities that even the inevitable ado-
lescent restlessness never disturbs the tribal 
solidarity. (Females in fiction, no matter what 
their lineage, usually bypass this rebellious 
stage of growth altogether, but that’s another 

topic.) This is why Michael Golamco’s candor 
comes as such a refreshing refutation of the 
stereotypes audiences have come to expect.
  Breakneck, Wyoming, is a town with a 
population of 1,000 citizens, most of them 
employed in rural industries. Its high school 
English teacher is Travis Park, a Korean-Amer-
ican from Los Angeles who left in search of 
peace and quiet. His best friend, Chester, is 
the only other Asian in the region, confu-
sion over his pre-adoption ancestry leading 
him to embrace a nebulous racial heritage 
rooted in Hollywood images. The new biology 
teacher is Veronica Lee, a Korean-American 
singleton from New York City (the Flushing 
district in Queens, to be specific), who hopes 
to cultivate strength through solitude at the 
post chosen for her by a government program 
providing instructors for the educationally 
underserved. Oh, and by the way—she only 
dates blue-eyed blond muscleheads like P.E. 
coach Del, who lives on his dad’s horse farm 
and smokes dope a lot.
  Golamco endows his characters with plenty 
of individualizing quirks as he sets us up for 

one of the most reliable rom-com plots in 
western literature. His evocation of teenage-
nerd buffoonery may be distracting initially, 
but the humorous tone soon gives way to 
discussions of internalized prejudice and 
its effect on personal autonomy, often con-
ducted in a take-no-prisoners idiom rarely 
heard outside of the most intimate circles. 
(Our harshest epithets are always reserved for 
those who refuse to conform to our fantasies, 
aren’t they?) 
  Cary Shoda and Aja Wiltshire make a suitably 
sensitive pair of comrades, while Jin Kim and 
Chris Lysy lend a sympathetic vulnerability 
to Chester and Del’s clownish antics. Direc-
tor Marc Rita purports to have introduced 
elements of Japanese Noh Theater into this 
production for A-Squared Theatre, but apart 
from the bare-stage scenic design and the 
propensity of actors to face us, rather than 
each other, this conceptual affectation does 
nothing to obstruct our undiluted approval 
at the characters finishing, if not precisely 
content yet, at least no longer mired down in 
their own insecurities.  
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The Diary of anne Frank, Writers Theatre, 
Glencoe, extended through Aug. 2. The revised 
script of this familiar drama incorporates long-
expurgated diary passages which make Anne 
more human and less saintly. The production 
also looks afresh at the characters to make 
them less archetypal and more nuanced. JA

lady Windermere’s Fan, Dead Writers The-
atre Collective at Stage 773, through June 7. 
The Dead Writers’ production of Oscar Wilde’s 
rare serious drama may err on the wrong side of 
Being Earnest, but the stage picture is a high-
calorie feast for the eyes. MSB

The little Foxes, Goodman Theatre, through 
June 7. One-percenters get it right between 
the eyes in Henry Wishcamper’s economics-
based take on Lillian Hellman’s morality fable 
of unreconstructed family greed in the Ameri-
can south following the Civil War. MSB

Melancholy Play: a Chamber Musical, Piven 
Theatre Workshop, Evanston, extended through 
June 21. Sarah Ruhl’s examination of a depres-
sive woman who attracts all sorts of admirers 
is reborn as a musical with a score by Todd 
Almond that makes all the excessive whimsy all 
the more acceptable and enjoyable. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

Shining lives: 
a Musical.
Photo by 
Michael Brosilow



TheATer reVieW

MIRACLE!
Playwright: Dan Savage
at: Hell in a Handbag Productions 
at Mary’s attic, 5400 n. Clark St.
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
www.handbagproductions.org; $17-$35
runs through: July 10, with an
american Sign language-interpreted 
performance 7:30 p.m.  on June 6

by SCoTT C. MorGan

Leave it up to someone like famed sex-advice 
columnist and activist Dan Savage to reset The 
Miracle Worker in a gay drag bar. The result is 
the hilarious MIRACLE!, and you’ll never look 
at William Gibson’s 1959 drama about Annie 
Sullivan’s education of deaf/blind child Helen 
Keller the same way again.

MIRACLE! makes a very amusing and wry Mid-
west debut courtesy of Hell in a Handbag Pro-
ductions. Savage’s revised 2012 spoof (which 
harkens back to his days with the late Seattle 
troupe Greek Active) fits perfectly with Hell 

in a Handbag’s output, though it also carries 
a far more serious tone to what many fans of 
Chicago’s premiere camp theater might be ac-
customed to.

MIRACLE! takes a while to get going, since 
Savage extends the exposition to explain the 
bizarre situation how a deafblind drag queen 
like Helen Stellar (a whirlwind Steve Love) 
came to be a regular performer at The Brass 
Connection. We also get some pointed jabs at 
the generational divide in the gay community 
as elder drag queens like Gloria Blaze (a won-
derful Ed Jones) and Sissy Jizzmor (an equally 
good Jamie Smith) are appalled at the proud 
ignorance of newcomer Bailey Legal (a very 
bitchy Kristopher Bottrall).

Then we have to slog through four drag num-
bers including Stellar’s “drag mother” Crystal 
Pain (played with plenty of authority by David 
Cerda) as she’s backed up by the strapping bar 
boys of Joshua Peterson and Christopher Young 
before Stellar finally makes a very uncomfort-
able appearance on stage lip-synching to “I 
Will Survive.” The fact that there was almost 
no laughter during this number on opening 
night could mean that director Derek Van Bar-

ham and Love need to work on finding funnier 
physical bits, or that the audience was too ner-
vous at being perceived as insensitive tittering 
through this performance meltdown.

Thankfully, the lesbian teacher Annie Sullivan 
(a smart and no-nonsense Elizabeth Lesinski) 
arrives on the scene to determinedly educate 
Stellar on how to communicate and behave. 
Savage has the utmost respect in depicting the 
Sullivan-Stellar struggle, which is played fairly 
straight despite the camp situation.

This leaves much of the raunchy humor to the 
surrounding drag queens and lesbians who pop-
ulate the Act II bar known as The Clam Bake. 

It’s here that Sullivan cloisters Stellar away to 
properly teach her, and where they encounter 
the supportive drag king owner Hershey (Cait-
lin Jackson) and the drag-disdainful lesbian 
performance artists Beth (Sydney Genco) and 
her girlfriend, Winter (Rachel Hadlock).

Savage follows Gibson’s dramatic template 
closely, so Stellar’s breakthrough moment is 
surprisingly as touching as it is funny. This 
all makes Hell in a Handbag’s MIRACLE! a true 
winner that honestly makes you rethink a clas-
sic through an irreverent and equally critical 
queer lens.
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MiraCle!
Photo by Rick Aguilar Studios

Dozens of performances and events are featured in the 3rd annual Pivot arts Festival, includ-
ing a few queer-friendly shows like the performance-art-group-band BAATHHAUS in concert and a 
remounting of About Face Youth Theatre Ensemble’s 2014 drama on immigration called Checking 
Boxes. There’s also plenty of family-friendly events and other boundary-pushing pushing perfor-
mances in the mix. The Pivot Arts Festival runs from Thursday, May 28, through Sunday, June 7, 
at various locations in the Chicago neighborhoods of Edgewater, Uptown and Rogers Park. Tickets 
vary by each event, ranging from free to $20. An all-access pass is $45. For more information on 
the full schedule of events and performances, call 773-340-9637 or visit www.pivotarts.org/festival.
Photo of BAATHHAUS by D Star Photography
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by laUren WarneCKe

Summer is about food, fun and community. 
Even though there are Lollapolooza, Taste of 
Chicago, Jazz Fest, Rib Fest, Bacon Fest, BBQ 
Fest, Midsommefest and Pride, dance is not 
immune to Chicagoans’ need for summertime 
congregation—and with performances going 
on all across the city, indoors and out, there is 
no time like the present to see dance.
 —Running Aug. 25-29, the Chicago Danc-
ing Festival returns for its ninth year, and will 
include many of the usual suspects with some 
exciting new additions. First timers include Mi-
ami City Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, New 
York City’s Ballet Hispanico and Lori Belilove, 
plus the Chicago debut of Brooklyn-based Kate 
Weare Dance Company. The festival has been 
scaled back for a couple years, and this year 
returns to a full five days of programming. 
 The Aug. 26 performance at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago Ave., fea-
tures a great line-up of women choreographers 
with everything from Isadora Duncan Dance 
Company and Martha Graham Dance Company 
to Pam Tanowitz Dance and Crystal Pite (per-
formed by Hubbard Street Dance Chicago). Tick-
ets for Aug. 25-28 are first-come-first-served as 
in previous years, with the release happening 
July 9 and 10 at venue box offices or by phone. 
As always, tickets are free, with the Aug. 28 
program followed by a ticketed gala, the pro-
ceeds of which benefit the festival and allow it 
to continue offering free performances annu-
ally from some of the world’s premiere dance 
companies. Aug. 29 is the finale performance 
at Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park. 
Tickets are not required for Saturday’s finale. 
More details about the Festival, including tick-
ets, will be available early in June at chicago-
dancingfestival.com.
 —If you don’t want to venture downtown, 
Dance in the Parks (DiP) is back July 15-Aug. 
9 at a wide variety of neighborhood park dis-
tricts. Company founder, director, and fearless 
leader Katie McCann takes a portable stage and 
her nine dancers to every corner of the city for 
performances featuring an impressive lineup of 
choreographers that includes Peter Carpenter, 
Emily Stein, Cheryl Mann and Autumn Eckman. 
 With a mission of bringing good, free dance 
to everyone, each performance is the same 
program, with the exception of a youth dance 
group, often based in the neighborhood of the 
evening. Performances take place throughout 
the week and some weekends. Tickets are not 
needed—just show up with a blanket and a pic-
nic (chairs are provided for the performance). 
Many parks have alternative indoor locations in 
case of inclement weather. Specific park loca-
tions and times are available at danceinthepa-
rks.org.
—Save the date for the annual Dance for life 
gala and performance on Saturday, Aug. 15. 
This year’s performance includes appearances 
by Giordano Dance Chicago, Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago, the Joffrey Ballet, River North 
Dance Chicago, Chicago Human Rhythm Proj-
ect, Same Planet Different World, a world pre-
miere from Jeremy Plummer’s contemporary/
aerial dance company C5, and a special pre-
sentation of Randy Duncan’s acclaimed “Stand 
by Me.” 

 Tickets to the gala at Hilton Chicago’s Grand 
Ballroom are $250-600, with the performance 
following at the Auditorium Theatre of Roos-
evelt University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy. Tickets 
may be purchased for the performance only, 
ranging from $15-75 and available at dancefor-
lifechicago.org.
 —The ruth Page Center for the Performing 
arts, 1016 N. Dearborn St., is host to Aerial 
Dance Chicago (ADC) for two weekends: June 
12-13 and 27-28. ADC’s two matriarchs, Cre-
ative Director Chloe Jensen and Artistic Direc-
tor Karen Fisher Doyle, will debut new works. 
Jensen’s “Within Reach” is an aerial dance that 
uses no rigging, putting the dancers’ athleti-
cism on display using wooden polls to launch 
them airborne. aerialdancechicago.org
 —Thodos Dance Chicago (TDC)’s moves 
“New Dances” to the Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 
N. Southport Ave., to celebrate its 15th an-
niversary. Artistic Director Melissa Todos inher-
ited the New Dances project from Chicago Rep-
ertory Dance Ensemble, who began presenting 
new works from its members (which included 
Thodos) in the 1980s. In addition to being 
Chicago’s oldest in-house choreography series, 
Thodos proudly contends it’s also the city’s 
most supportive in terms of time and resources 
dedicated to fostering the choreographic and 
production skills among her ensemble. To date, 
Thodos’ New Dances has yielded 132 world pre-
mieres from 73 Chicago-based choreographers. 
ThodosDanceChicago.org
 —The Salts, presented by The Inconve-
nience, continues its wild and fun tribute to 
beer, love, dance, and rock and roll for a second 
weekend at the Flat Iron Arts Building, 1579 
N. Milwaukee Ave., on May 28-30. Conceived 
by Erin Kilmurray and Molly Brennan, The Salts 
features a different band at each performance, 
so you might as well go more than once. For 
tickets and details, visit theinconvenience.org. 
 Celebrating its fifth season, dropshift dance 

presents “Imposter/Contained” May 29-31 at 
Links Hall, 3111 N. Western Ave. dropshift’s 
Artistic Director Andrea Cerniglia continues to 
hone her strong choreographic voice and af-
finity for multimedia, immersive performances. 
Visit linkshall.org for tickets and additional in-
formation. 
 The Cambrians (formerly The Nexus Project) 
will offer two world premieres during a long 
run June 5-28 at Preston Bradley Center, 941 
W. Lawrence Ave. The evening features a new 
iteration of The Nexus Project performed by 
Autumn Eckman and Jamy Meek and a power 
trio for Benjamin Wardell, Michel Rodriguez 
Cintra and Melinda Jean Myers titled “Clover.” 
The works are shown on split evenings, so you 

have to attend twice to see both, however The 
Cambrians recommend “double feature Satur-
days” to see both performances on the same 
day. Tickets are pay-what-you-can, reserved 
through brownpapertickets.com.
 —Hubbard Street Dance Chicago (HSDC) 
closes its season with the Summer Series 
June 11-14 at the Harris Theater for Music 
and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St., with a pro-
gram entirely devoted to the work of resident 
choreographer Alejandro Cerrudo. In addition 
to a world premiere, the program will feature 
Cerrudo gems like “Extremely Close” and “Little 
Mortal Jump.” Tickets start at $25, available at 
hubbardstreetdance.com.
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The Chicago Dancing Festival.
Photo by Todd Rosenberg

Harris Theatre unveils season
 The Harris Theater for Music and Dance President and Managing Director Michael Tiknis an-
nounced the dance performances for the 2015–16 “Harris Theater Presents” season.
 The 2015–2016 season include AXIS Dance Company, Jessica Lang Dance, Hamburg Ballet and 
Lucky Plush Productions, among others.
  Visit HarrisTheaterChicago.org.
 Northern Trust Company is the season sponsor.

The Joffrey ballet in “in Creases” 
by Justin Peck.
Photo by Cheryl Mann

sUMMer DANce speciAl 

Summer is for
lovers of dance

Pittsburgh ballet Theatre in Mark 
Morris’ “Sandpaper ballet.”
Photo by Rich Sofranko



by Mary SHen barniDGe 
 
A “revival” production, technically, is a show 
whose premiere run ended less than two years 
before its remount, the latter featuring all or 
most of the same cast. Nowadays, it can also 
refer to plays not yet old enough to be called 
“classics”—a term most often applied to plays 
over fifty years past their inception. What, 
then, are we to call new adaptations of vener-
able fixtures long assimilated into the dusty 
archives of “standard repertoire?”
  Who cares? Plays were made to be enjoyed, 
not labeled. Leave the taxonomic chores to the 
scholars and choose among the diversity of en-
tertaining shows coming this summer. Shows 
with an LGBTQ angle are highlighted with an 
asterisk (*).

Undisputed revivals
  all our Tragic, The Hypocrites at The Den 
Mainstage, 1329 N. Milwaukee Ave. Sean 
Graney’s sprawling 12-hour mash-up of all the 
Greek tragedies—with the Hypocrites’ charac-
teristic playfulness—offers hardy theatergoers 
plenty of intermissions and snack breaks. (June 
20-July 9; www.the-hypocrites.com)
  Stupid Fucking bird, Sideshow Theatre at the 
Biograph, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave. Last summer’s 
hit production of Aaron Posner’s smartly hip 
take on Chekhov’s Seagull moves onto the Vic-
tory Gardens mainstage under the commercial 
auspices of Carlisle Hart LLC. (July 23-Aug. 30; 
www.victorygardens.org)
 *Kinky boots, Broadway In Chicago at the 
Cadillac Palace, 151 W. Randolph St. Cyndi 
Lauper and Harvey Fierstein’s populist tale of 
working stiffs and drag queens living happily 
ever after was crafted in Chicago before it went 
on to win a slew of Tonys. (July 7-July 26; 
www.broadwayinchicago.com)

Sorta-kinda revivals:
 *love and Human remains, Cor Productions 
at Rivendell, 5775 N. Ridge Ave. Brad Fraser’s 
sexy sensationalistic thriller debuted at the 
defunct Halsted Theatre Center in 1991 under 
the title, Unidentified Human Remains and the 
True Nature of Love, but now returns sweaty, 
bloody and freshly Americanized. (June 6-July 
11; www.cortheatre.org) 
 *Porcelain, Prologue Theatre at the Green-
house, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. Before he assumed 
the duties of Artistic Director at Victory Gar-
dens, Chay Yew was a crusading playwright, 
penning this groundbreaking 1992 drama 
about the racism and homophobia that drives a 
gay Asian man to murder his lover in a London 
restroom. (June 6-July 12; www.greenhous-
etheater.org)
  Stick Fly, Windy City Playhouse, 3014 W. 
Irving Park Rd. Clichés and stereotypes are 
toppled in the African-American family comedy 
that made a star of author Lydia R. Diamond. 

(May 31-July 5; www.windycityplayhouse.com)
  Good People, Redtwist Theatre, 1044 W. Bryn 
Mawr Ave. Poor white Catholics live in urban 
ghettos and struggle to make ends meet, too. 
(June 27-Aug. 2; www.redtwist.org)
 *a Perfect Ganesh, Eclipse Theatre Company 
at the Athenaeum, 2936 N. Southport Ave. 
Terrence McNally sends two elderly American 
women to India in search of absolution and re-
wards them with a charming elephant-headed 
Hindu deity as their tour guide. (July 26-Aug. 
23; www.eclipsetheatre.com)
 *Men on the Verge of a His-Panic break-
down, Pride Films and Plays at the Apollo 
Studio, 2540 N. Lincoln Ave. Guillermo Reyes’ 
1994 collection of monologues is performed by 
Nelson Rodriguez under the direction of Teatro 
Vista’s Sandra Marquez. (June 25-July 26; www.
pridefilmsandplays.com)
 *loving repeating, Kokandy Productions at 
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. The love 
song of Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, as 
recounted by Stephen Flaherty and Frank Gala-
ti. (July 18-Aug. 30; www.kokandyproductions.
com)
 *Doubt, Writers Theatre at Glencoe Union 
Church, 263 Park Ave., Glencoe. Karen Janes 
Woditsch is every nun who terrified you as a 
schoolchild in John Patrick Shanley’s slippery 
tale of Catholic controversy. (Now through July 
19; www.writerstheatre.org)

bona fide classics
  The little Foxes, Goodman Theatre, 170 N. 
Dearborn St. Last chance to see Lillian Hell-
man’s caveat on unshackled capitalism as a 
family affair. (Now through June 7; www.good-
mantheatre.org)
  Don Juan in Hell, Rogue Theater at the Side 
Project, 1439 W. Jarvis Ave. After a hiatus of 
nearly two decades, the Rogues reunite for 
George Bernard Shaw’s hyperarticulate ha-
rangue on the nature of human imperfection. 
(May 29-June 28; www.brownpapertickets.com)
  The rainmaker, American Blues at the Green-
house, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. You probably recall 
the film with Katherine Hepburn, but N. Robert 
Nash’s romantic comedy never ages. (Aug. 28-
Sept. 27; www.americanbluestheater.com)

new plays based on classics
  The birds, Griffin at Theater Wit, 1229 W. 
Belmont Ave. It’s not the Hitchcock flap-and-
scream melodrama, nor a campy spoof thereof, 
but adapter Conor McPherson hearkening to 
Daphne duMaurier’s shivery original. (June 14-
July 19; www.theaterwit.org)
  Moby Dick, Lookingglass at the Water Works, 
821 N. Michigan Ave. Melville’s sweeping epic 
of an obsessed captain and an albino whale 
dueling for possession of the high seas is a per-
fect fit for the Lookingglass aquarium. (June 
10-Aug. 9; www.lookingglasstheatre.org)
  after Miss Julie, Strawdog Theatre, 3829 N. 

Broadway. We all know the story of Strindberg’s 
money-crossed lovers, but when British play-
wright Patrick Marber gets into the act, expect 
more economics than erotics. (Aug. 24-Sept. 
26; www.strawdog.org)
  The Titus andronicus Project, That Other 
Theater Company at the Public House, 3914 N. 
Clark St. Shakespeare’s bloodiest play, now set 
in a circus with a rock and roll band—and it’s 
performed in a bar! (June 4-July 30; www.pub-
housetheatre.com)
 *The Judas Kiss, Dead Writers Collective at 
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. British play-
wright David Hare pulls no punches recounting 
how Lord Alfred Douglas betrayed a gullible 
Oscar Wilde in his play, here performed as a 
chamber reading. (Aug. 6-8; www.deadwriters.
net)
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Cerrudo defies expectation. 
—SeeChicagoDance.com

Performing atSeason Sponsors Series Sponsor

Alejandro Cerrudo. Photo by Jim Newberry.

SUMMER SERIES JUNE 11–14
Join us as we celebrate six years of Alejandro Cerrudo’s creative residency at  
Hubbard Street with an evening featuring audience favorites + a world premiere.

TICKETS START AT JUST $25.
hubbardstreetdance.com/summer   312-850-9744

sUMMer TheATer speciAl 

Summer classics and
revivals for all
ages (and tastes)

Stupid Fucking bird.
Photo by Jonathan L. Green

Doubt.

The little Foxes.
Photo by 
Liz Lauren

http://www.hubbardstreetdance.com/summer


Summer LGBT
movie preview
The release of Mad Max: Fury Road, The Aveng-
ers: Age of Ultron and San Andreas within a 
couple of weeks of each other can only mean 
one thing: Summer is here and the latest crop 
of gut-busting action flicks is about to roar 
into theaters. Happily, there’s plenty of queer 
stuff (some within those mega-blockbusters, 
some playing at our local indie houses), to sat-
isfy LGBT film enthusiasts as well. 

JUne
54: The Director’s Cut—This is Mark Chris-

topher’s portrait of Studio 54, the glittery, 
heady disco palace that epitomized the hedo-
nistic party scene, which was a flop when it 
was released in 1998. Although Christopher’s 
film certainly had its strong points (such as 
Mike Meyers’ performance as gay club gay 
owner Steve Rubell), it also had many flaws—
including a soft-pedaling of the bisexuality of 
its leading character (portrayed by hunky Ryan 
Phillippe). Now, Christopher has had the op-
portunity to recut the film, adding back in 36 
minutes of excised footage and deleting oth-
er scenes forced on him. I’ll be writing more 
about the film (which has been screening on 
the LGBT film-fest circuit) just after the film is 

available on HD digital. June 2
entourage—The HBO series centered on 

the antics of a rising young movie star and 
his three best friends (including his brother) 
makes the leap to the big screen. Adrian Gre-
nier plays the movie star (based on the life 
of Mark Wahlberg, who produced and makes a 
cameo), Jeremy Piven plays caustic agent Ari 
Gold (based on Rahm Emanuel’s brother) and 
out actor Rex Lee returns as Lloyd, Gold’s one-
time gay, flustered assistant. June 3

Spy—Melissa McCarthy’s latest comedy finds 
her as a nebbish CIA analyst who volunteers to 
infiltrate the organization of a nefarious arms 
dealer and thwart a plot to create a global di-
saster. Rose Byrne and Jason Statham co-star. 
June 3

The Farewell Party—A drama with comedic 
overtones, the movie follows a group of senior 
citizens in a nursing home in Israel (includ-
ing a gay couple) who help end the life of a 
terminally ill friend and who suddenly find 
themselves asked for similar help by others. It 
opens at the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. South-
port Ave., and the Renaissance Place Cinema in 
Highland Park. http://www.landmarktheatres.
com/chicago/film-info/the-farewell-party June 
12

Jurassic World—Decades after the tragic 
and hair-raising events chronicled in the first 
three movies, Jurassic Park has become the re-
nowned tourist attraction founder John Ham-
mond envisioned. But with visitors and profits 
declining, a new attraction is brought back to 
life and, naturally, new tragic and hair-raising 
events are about to occur. Chris Pratt, Judy 
Greer, Ty Simpkins and Bryce Dallas Howard 
star. June 12

The yes Men are revolting—The Yes Men 
(Mike and Andy) are political pranksters—ac-
tivists who have spent their careers imper-
sonating corporate officials in their quest to 
expose greed run amok, of which this is their 
latest. Andy Bichlbaum, one half of the duo (as 
known as Jacques Servin) is also openly gay. 

It plays exclusively at Facets Cinematheque, 
1517 W. Fullerton Ave. http://www.facets.org/
cinematheque/films/june2015/yes-men-are-
revolting.php June 19

The love That Dares not Speak its name 
film series—The Queer Film Society (of which 
I’m president) and the Chicago Public Library 
are presenting a quartet of movies the first 
four Mondays in June at the Bezazian branch, 
1226 W. Argyle Ave., at 6 p.m. as a celebration 
of Pride month. The screenings include 1945’s 
classic The Picture of Dorian Gray, the 2009 
Italian lesbian romance Purple Sea, 1995’s To-
tal Eclipse with Leonardo DiCaprio and David 
Thewlis as lovers, and 1997’s Wilde with Ste-
phen Fry as author (and gay icon) Oscar Wilde 
and Jude Law as his petulant lover. The screen-
ings are free. www.queerfilmsociety.org; June 
1, 8, 15, 22

larry Kramer in love and anger—Out film-
maker Jean Carlomusto helms this documentary 
portrait of the renowned, feisty gay activist 
and author who co-founded ACT-UP and whose 
personal experiences on the frontlines of AIDS 
activism formed the basis of his biographical 
play and film The Normal Heart. Available on 
HBO beginning June 29

JUly
Magic Mike XXl—Channing Tatum and the 

rest of the hunky naked strippers (including 
out actor Matt Bomer) who helped elevate 
Magic Mike to box-office glory with their sexy 
moves are back in this sequel that promises to 
shake the bon bons of audience members once 
more. The homoerotic undertone is a given, but 
here’s hoping that the sequel has more than a 
hint of queer content. July 1

Terminator: Genisys—After the less-than-
spectacular reception to the last Terminator 
installment (Christian Bale’s on-set tantrums 
must’ve had something to do with the movie’s 
bland script), here comes another attempt at 
rebooting the apocalyptic franchise for the big 
screen. (A TV version didn’t catch on either.) 
The Kyle Reese character is back as well as 
Sarah Connor and, best of all, so is Ah-nuld. 
Arnold Scharzenegger, Emilia Clarke, Jai Court-
ney and Jason Clarke star. July 1

Self/less—Ben Kingsley, Ryan Reynolds and 
Matthew Goode (The Imitation Game, Stoker, 
A Single Man) co-star in this quasi-remake of 
Seconds (the 1966 Rock Hudson sci-fi drama) 
about a dying man reborn in the body of a 
younger one who subsequently uncovers the 
unsavory and criminal truth behind the organi-
zation responsible for his rebirth. July 10

amy—The meteoritic rise and tragic death 
of singer-songwriter Amy Winehouse (whose 
fractious life and career mirrors that of Janis 
Joplin) is the subject of this reportedly searing 
documentary. July 10

Do i Sound Gay?—Currently making the 
rounds of LGBT film festivals, David Thorpe’s 

documentary delves into its title question with 
humorous and thoughtful approaches. Marga-
ret Cho, Tim Gunn, Don Lemon, Dan Savage, 
David Sedaris and George Takei are among the 
prominent queer folks who ruminate on wheth-
er there is such a thing as having a gay voice 
and perhaps more interestingly, why are gay 
voices such a huge part of mainstream culture 
and a trigger for homophobia at the same time. 
http://www.doisoundgay.com Available VOD 
July 10

Marvel’s ant Man—Gentle funny man Paul 
Rudd steps into comic-book hero territory in 
this big-budget action flick that focuses on a 
heist that will save the world. Evangeline Lily, 
Hayley Atwell and Michael Pena co-star. July 17

boulevard—In his final film, Robin Williams 
plays a married man whose sexuality slowly 
comes to the surface after he picks up a gay 
hustler (Roberto Aguire), paying him for com-
panionship rather than sex. Kathy Baker and 
Bob Odenkirk co-star. July 17

Mr. Holmes—Sir Ian McKellen and direc-
tor Bill Condon reteam for the first time since 
the award-winning Gods & Monsters in 1998. 
McKellen plays a retired Sherlock Holmes who 
reflects on his life and refocuses on his one un-
solved case. Laura Linney and Hiroyuki Sanada 
co-star. July 17

Southpaw—Jake Gyllenhaal bulked up for 
this portrait of a boxer whose personal life falls 
apart as his career gains momentum. July 24

aUGUST
Fantastic Four—Yup, it’s another reboot of 

yet another comic-book superhero franchise. 
Miles Teller, Kate Mara, Michael B. Jordan and 
Jamie Bell co-star. Aug. 7

ricki and the Flash—Opening movies in 
late summer has become a good-luck charm 
for Meryl Streep (think Mamma Mia!, Julie and 
Julia, Hope Springs). This time out, she plays a 
rock ‘n’ roll star wanting to reclaim her family. 
Sebastian Stan, Ben Platt and Streep’s daugh-
ter Mamie Gummer co-star. Aug. 7

The Man from U.n.C.l.e.—Guy Ritchie’s big-
screen adaptation of the 1960s spy TV hit has 
hunks Henry Cavill and Armie Hammer taking 
on the iconic roles of CIA agent Napoleon solo 
and his KGB counterpart, Illya Kuryakin. Hugh 
Grant and Alicia Vikander co-star. Aug. 14

Hitman: agent 47—Out actor Zachary 
Quinto stars as an assassin who helps a woman 
find her father and uncover mysteries from her 
past. Rupert Friend, Ciaran Hinds and Thomas 
Kretschmann co-star. Aug. 21

Grandma—Lily Tomlin finally gets to play 
a lesbian (yay!) in this road comedy in which 
she portrays the title character, a cranky pants 
whose life is shaken up by the surprise appear-
ance of her pregnant 18-year-old granddaugh-
ter. Julia Garner, Marcia Gay Harden and Judy 
Greer co-star. Aug. 21
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Jake Gyllenhaal in Southpaw. 

KNiGhT

by riCHarD KniGHT, Jr.

KNiGhTKNiGhT
at the
movies
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THE DIARY OF  
ANNE FRANK
BY FRANCES GOODRICH AND ALBERT HACKETT
NEWLY ADAPTED BY WENDY KESSELMAN
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

NOW THROUGH AUG. 2                                           
WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000 
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“A truthful, deeply engaged production. 
Extraordinary in the telling.”

—  Chicago Tribune

http://www.aboutfacetheatre.org
http://www.writerstheatre.org


May 27, 2015 21WINDY CITY TIMES

by GreTCHen raCHel HaMMonD

Recently, groundbreaking Israeli LGBTQ film-
maker Gal Uchovsky provided an audience at 
the Landmark Theatre in Chicago with an in-
timate and candid look at his work and how 
film and media in general have helped spur a 
growing and even right-wing acceptance of the 
LGBTQ community in his home country. 

Uchovsky is the writer of the 2002 war drama 
Yossi & Jagger. He wrote and produced such 
widely acclaimed films as the 2004 thriller Walk 
on Water and the 2006 award-winning romantic 

comedy The Bubble. The projects were directed 
by his partner of almost 25 years, Eytan Fox. 

Uchovsky cited several key factors in Israeli 
society as being at the root of the country’s 
evolving acceptance of the LGBTQ community. 
“Israel is a non-traditional country,” Uchovsky 
said. “We change very fast. [Changes] come in 
a flood.”

He recalled that in 1998 attitudes towards 
the transgender community were almost uni-
versally negative until singer Dana Interna-
tional won that year’s Eurovision Song Contest. 
“Suddenly transgender was OK,” Uchovsky said. 

“She was invited to the Knesset, she changed 
everything in the way transgender people were 
perceived.”

Uchovsky also noted what he termed as the 
“myth of the dead soldier.” 

“In Israel a lot of people die young,” he said. 
“If you were from my generation, you always 
knew somebody who died. In the last fifteen 
or twenty years it’s the young people killed 
in suicide bombings. For an Israeli parent the 
mission in life is to bring their kids to 21 alive. 
So gay is not that bad.”

Uchovsky went on to assert that “all Israelis, 
no matter what their political opinion, hate the 
Arab/Israeli conflict. They know that the world 
looks at them in not such a positive way—as 
aggressors, occupiers. But we’re a good people 
and something has to be balanced.” 

He stated that this need for balance in Is-
raeli self-perception has been another factor 

that has spurred the country’s increasing ac-
knowledgement of LGBTQ people—an occur-
rence some in the United States have termed 
“pinkwashing.” 

“If there is a pinkwash in Israel,” he argued, 
“really it’s an inner pink-wash, voluntarily to 
accept the [LGBTQ] community and they really 
feel it in their hearts. Religious parties try to 
impose rules on the secular population. But ev-
erything that religious guys say is bad, all the 
seculars immediately think is good. Because, in 
the last 15 years, a lot of the religious parties 
are using the LGBTQ ticket as something they 
oppose, people are taking the other side.”

Uchovsky’s appearance was aided by the 
U.S.-based non-profit A Wider Bridge, which 
focuses on providing education, engagement 
and experience between LGBTQ communities in 
the United States and Israel. 

Israeli filmmaker talks
about changing attitudes
to LGBTQ people

GLAAD honors 
Kelly Ripa, 
Thomas Roberts 

GLAAD Media Award recipients were an-
nounced in 15 of this year’s 31 media cat-
egories at the 26th Annual GLAAD Media 
Awards at the Waldorf Astoria New York on 
May 9.

Television journalist Thomas Roberts re-
ceived the Vito Russo Award (with Lynda 
Carter presenting) while Kelly Ripa was hon-
ored with the Excellence in Media Award 
(with good friend Anderson Cooper present-
ing). 

Among the other honorees were Showtime’s 
L Word Mississippi: Hate the Sin (Outstand-
ing Documentary) and Time’s “The Transgen-
der Tipping Point,” written by Katy Steinmetz 
(Outstanding Magazine Article). 

Woman Made Gallery
releases report

In conjunction with its forthcoming ex-
hibition “The Gallery Tally Poster Project,” 
Woman Made Gallery (WMG) has issued a re-
port on gender representation in U.S. com-
mercial galleries, based on data the staff col-
lected in 2013.

The report consists of an infographic and 
accompanying analytic essay interpreting 
the data and commenting on the study’s 
broader cultural and historical implications, 
written by Joanna Gardner-Huggett, associ-
ate professor and department chair of history 
of art and architecture at DePaul University 
in Chicago.

Among other things, the report shows that 
Chicago earns second place for women art-
ists securing solo gallery exhibitions, at 40 

percent—only behind Miami’s 44 percent. 
Eight major cities/metropolitan areas were 
evaluated, including Boston, Chicago and 
Houston.

‘Queer Queens of 
Qomedy’ in Lake 
View May 31

National headliner Poppy Champlin is 
bringing her “Queer Queens of Qomedy” show 
back to Chicago. 

She and lesbian Karen Williams will share 
the bill with the eChicago comedian Gwen 
LaRoka on Sunday, May 31, at 5 p.m. at The 
Chicago Laugh Factory, 3175 N. Broadway.

Tickets are $25-$40; visit www.laughfac-
tory.com/clubs/chicago/date/2015-05-31. 
For more info, see “The Queer Queens of 
Qomedy” on Facebook.

Rock ‘n’ Roll LGBT
party May 30 

In Demand Entertainment will present the 
30th annual Rock and Roll Hall of Fame View-
ing Party and 5th annual Memories of a Mini-
Ball Saturday, May 30, at Grub Chicago, 1230 
W. Taylor St., with Chef Emanuel Washington.

Organizers are inviting LGBTQIAGNC (les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, in-
tersex, allies, and gender non-conforming) 
youth and adults. 

The screening is slated to start at 7 p.m., 
with the memorial tribute at 9-10 p.m., the 
variety show at 10-11 p.m. and the mini-ball 
at 11 p.m.-midnight.

To RSVP, visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/434757896652300/; to donate in ad-
vance, send funds as a gift via Paypal reg-
istered under email tokingquel@yahoo.com.

www.pridefest.com

Henry Maier 
Festival Park

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Filmmaker Gal Uchovsky. 

a Wider bridge founder 
and executive Director 
arthur Slepian.
Photos by Gretchen Rachel 
Hammond

http://www.pridefest.com
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IML 2015 named

Photos by Verdell Shannon. See more in this week’s issue of 
Nightspots and online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

Patrick Smith, Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2015 (center), was ultimately 
chosen from a field of 52 contestants as International Mr. Leather 
2015, Sun., May 24, at the Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S. Michigan 
Ave. Smith was joined on the winners’ platform by first runner-up 
Kevin Murphy (Mr. Leather Ireland 2015, left), second runner-up 
Brian Donner (Mr. TriState Leather 2014, right), and the new Interna-
tional Mr. Bootblack, Bamm-Bamm of Phoenix, Arizona. As confetti 
rained down upon the crowded stage, Smith was also congratulated 
(and hugged and kissed) by his mother.

international Mr. leather 2015 Patrick 
Smith (right) with international Mr. 
bootblack bamm-bamm.

iMl 2015 Smith (left) and second runner-up brian Donner (second from right) 
with their mothers on stage.

Gender-bending Mr. Phoenix 
leather 2015 Pup Tugger made 
quite an impression.

iMl 2015 Smith during the 
popular physique competition.

Scenes from the iMl 2015 leather Vendor Market, held on 
the second and third floors of the Congress Plaza Hotel.
Photos by Jerry Nunn. See more online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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booK reVieWs

How Long
Will I Cry?
edited by Miles Harvey
Free (from 
BigShouldersBooks.com); 
Big Shoulders Press; 244 pages

Anatomy of
a Girl Gang
by Ashley Little
$13.77; Arenal 
Pulp Press; 253 pages
by Sally ParSonS

Two books shed a light on violence and youth—
one a compilation of real stories, the other fic-
tional. One centered on what happens in Chica-
go, the other Vancouver. Both are powerful and 
moving chronicles of a subset of contemporary 
urban life. 

If you saw the Steppenwolf Theatre Company 
production last year based on the interviews in 
this book, you know how gut-wrenching these 
people’s stories can be. Here is a rare opportu-
nity to read the full stories. If you did not see 
the theatre piece, dig in and the stories will 
come alive for you.

The interviews are with activists, gang mem-
bers and retired gang bangers, moms, a retired 
Chicago cop, preachers, and more. Some names 
you may recognize; most you probably will not.

The book is the result of a project started by 
creative-writing students from DePaul Univer-
sity, who in 2011 and 2012 talked with people 
all over Chicago affected by violence. The in-
terviewers’ professor, Miles Harvey, is the edi-
tor of the resulting book.

The first interview is with T-awannda Piper, 
the woman who, in 2009, carried Derrion Al-

bert’s limp body from the Roseland sidewalk 
near Fenger High School into the Agape Com-
munity Center, where he could be tended to 
safely after a severe beating by young men us-
ing scrap lumber. Piper is a community activist. 
She spoke out only after careful consideration, 
feeling it might benefit her community. She 
states, “things have really gone down in terms 
of people feeling responsible for the young 
people in our community.” She believes pub-
lic aid has in some ways “handicapped” fam-
ily dynamics, taking away “the ownership that 
poor families once had with their children.” 
The kids, she says, have been left to their own 
devices. Because of what happened to Derrion, 
a stigma has fallen on the Fenger kids and their 
families, portrayed as “unpromising, as a breed 
of animals, as a menace.” Piper hopes the sto-
ries in the book and the resulting discussions 
let young people know they have a choice.

The interviews with the kids who have been 
in gangs reveal their motivations and circum-
stances related to violence. “when you join a 
gang,” says Jaime Miranda, “it’s necessary for 
you to fight with other gang members, no mat-
ter what the cause is.” John McCullough, a for-
mer gang banger, says violence is an everyday 
thing. “It’s gonna be something petty, and it’s 
gonna end in violence.”

Pamela Hester-Jones honors her dead son, 
Lazarus, with a campaign and service center 
named after him. Lazarus, at age 13, was beat-
en to death on a corner in Albany Park. There 
were many witnesses and no one did anything 
to help him, his mom states. Lazarus was a 
good kid.

Max Cerda, now a middle-aged man, saw him-
self as a soldier when he was in a gang. For 
him, learning to read in prison was transfor-
mative. 

These, and many more accounts, are your 

entry point into lives twisted by—and, yes—
transformed by violence. They are well worth 
your investigation.

There is a resource guide at the back of the 
book that lists some of the groups in Chicago 
involved in anti-violence efforts. There is also 
a study guide with questions teachers and dis-
cussion groups can use to explore the issues 
raised by these stories.

Whether you tackle this book and the hard 
questions it poses on your own or within a 
group, you will find How Long Will I Cry? eye-
opening, unsettling, and perhaps galvanizing 
to action.

This novel is raw. The author sucks you into the 
lives of Mac, Mercy, Kayos, Sly Girl and Z—all 
under 18, but each having lived a complete 
life or two already. The other central character 
is the city of Vancouver. Each has a distinc-
tive voice. Together, the five girls make up the 
Black Roses, a girl gang as dangerous as any of 
their male counterparts staking out territory in 
the Canadian city.

Anatomy of a Girl Gang is the story of the 
brief life of the Black Roses gang—how it was 
born, how it grew, and how it expired. Along 
the way, you feel for each of the girls: Mac, the 
leader; Mercy, the Punjabi orphan from Surrey 
with a knack for theft; Kayos, a kickboxer with 
a mean weapons collection and a little girl; Sly 
Girl, native American runaway with a messed-
up face; and Z, a graffiti wizard. 

You gasp at their backgrounds and what hap-
pens to them. You learn a thing or two about 
how to lift money and cars. And you revel in 
the rich language. Here’s the voice of Z: “my 
frend Ben-E tellz me de$e chix want2 meet 
me.” And here’s the voice of the city: “A hard 
rain pours into me. … as the indigo evening 
envelops the city, the sky finds total release, 
and all the scum is washed off the streets.” 

The narration jumps back and forth between 
the characters, each sharing their viewpoint 
on an incident they experienced together, or a 
glimpse into their alter-lives outside the gang.

The story revolves around putting together a 
girl gang with a dream of buying a big house 
and living the good life. As they all scrabble 
to pull together their resources, two of them 
fall in love, and their past, and events conspire 
against them. The gang hatches a plot to get 
their hands on a lot of money but things go 
horribly wrong.

It’s a fast read. You can’t put it down. The 
author has a bright future; keep an eye out 
for her.

ashley little, writer of anatomy of a Girl Gang. 
Photo by John Harkin

Miles Harvey, editor of How long Will i Cry? 
Photo by Pidgeon Pagonis

Gay Black comic
has concert film 

In August 2013, Sampson McCormick be-
came the first openly gay, Black stand-up 
comedian to headline the Howard Theater in 
Washington, D.C., where a new LGBT comedy 
concert was filmed entitled “That Bitch Bet-
ter Be Funny.” 

The concert covered topics such as conser-
vative media, being from the South, coming 
out, gentrification and religion.

It is currently available as an album on 
iTunes, can be viewed on YouTube, and is ap-
pearing at film festivals all across the country. 
The concert film can be viewed at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0YVX93xIdo.

For more information, visit SampsonCom-
edy.com.

right: Sampson McCormick. 
Photo from SampsonComedy.com
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VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.SAINTLAURENTMOVIE.COM

 WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

A F I LM BY  BERTRAND  BONELLO
SAINT LAURENT

THE STORY AS IT HAS NEVER BEEN TOLD BEFORE

The New York Times

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS START FRIDAY, MAY 29

Chicago 
AMC RIVER EAST 21 
amctheatres.com

Chicago 
LANDMARK’S CENTURY CENTRE CINEMA 
(773) 509-4949

“GIDDY, INTOXICATING, 

DECIDEDLY DECADENT.  

‘SAINT LAURENT’ IS MORE THAN 

 MERELY SEDUCTIVE.”

-A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES

http://www.saintlaurentmovie.com
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by roSS ForMan
 
They got hot last season at just the right time—
during the playoff—leading to series victories 
over the top-seeded Atlanta Dream and then 
the Indiana Fever. But the fire burning for the 
2014 Chicago Sky was quickly extinguishied in 
a dominant, best-of-five series sweep of the 
WNBA Finals by the Phoenix Mercury.
 That ouster is motivation for 2015, as the 
Sky preps for its 10th season. Practices started 
May 17; the team’s annual media day was May 
18; its preseason opener was May 22 against 
the New York Liberty; and the 34-game regular-
season kicks off June 5 with the home opener 
against Indiana. The Sky then play their next 
five games on the road before Atlanta comes 
to the Allstate Arena in Rosemont on June 
24. The team’s annual Pride Night is June 30 
against New York.
 Yes, the 2014 Finals “is extremely motivat-
ing,” said Sky standout Elena Delle Donne, a 
two-time WNBA All-Star who was impacted last 
season by injuries, but told the media that 
she’s healthy, ready for a full season in 2015.
 “To get to the Finals and then find out that 
we weren’t as good as the other team, it makes 
you want to work that much harder in the off-
season. I’m very excited in what I’ve seen so 
far—the talent and skill-level that all of these 
players have is really impressive and I haven’t 
seen this before.”
 Delle Donne certainly will be needed even 
more this season as the Sky moves forward 
without superstar Sylvia Fowles, an All-Star 
center. She was a no-show at media day and 

has requested a trade.
 “We still think Sylvia is a great player; would 
love to have her here. But when things come 
up, you’re dealt a certain hand you have to 
deal with it and keep it moving. That’s what 
we’ve tried to do and I think we’ve done it. 
The focus is on the players that are here,” Sky 

head coach and general manager Pokey Chat-
man said.
 One of those players in uniform now for the 
Sky is Cappie Pondexter, a Chicago native who 
attended Rutgers University, won a gold medal 
for the U.S. at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, is 
a two-time WNBA champion and six-time WNBA 
All-Star.
 “Bringing in Cappie is great; she is an ex-
perienced veteran, something really special to 
have,” said Delle Donne. “From day one, she’s 
already made an impact, and I think that’s go-
ing to be crucial, getting us to that next step.”
 The 2015 Sky roster also features Allie Quig-
ley, who played at DePaul University and is in 
her seventh WNBA season; Courtney Vander-
sloot, a guard in her fifth season; and Tamera 
Young, a forward in her eighth season.
 “I am very excited,” for the season to start, 
Vandersloot said. “I think we were disappoint-
ed,” at the finish to the 2014 season. “We had 
such a high road at the end of the season. We 
were peaking at such a good point.

“I think we got a little taste of the success—
and that’s something to learn from.”

The team welcomed Cheyenne Parker, a 6’4” 
forward from Middle Tennessee State—the 
Sky’s first-round pick and the fifth overall.

“I am really looking forward to the season. 
I know I’m a rookie, but I have a lot to offer,” 
said Parker, admittedly known for her “domi-
nant post presence.”

“I’m definitely known for being a shot-block-
er. I’m definitely known for my defense,” Parker 
added.

Chatman said the 2014 WNBA Finals are “mo-
tivation, momentum and excitement” for the 

2015 team.
“We’re definitely excited to get to that next 

level,” she added.
Pondexter, who attended John Marshall High 

School, was the second overall pick in the 2006 
WNBA Draft. Her career has been split between 
the Phoenix Mercury and New York Liberty, plus 
extensive overseas experience. She was once 
voted by the fans as one of the top 15 players 
in WNBA history.

The Sky acquired Pondexter in a trade with 
New York for Epiphanny Prince.

Pondexter has averaged 18.5 points per ca-
reer in her nine WNBA season, and she has 
started all 295 regular-season games that she 
has played. Pondexter also has appeared in 
30 playoff games and averaged 21.1 points in 
those games.

“She brings years [of experience], but also, 
she brings championship medals,” Chatman 
said. “She’s played with all of the [great] play-
ers, and I think that helps tremendously.”

“I’m excited; it feels amazing,” to join the 
Sky, Poindexter said. “I think we can be great. 
Sure, that’s easier said than done, but I think 
if we challenge ourselves each and every prac-
tice, the games will come naturally.”

Chicago Sky looks to
carry on momentum of
finals appearance

Chicago Sky’s Cappie Poindexter. 
Photo by Ross Forman

Study on 
homophobia
in sports released
 On the one-year anniversary of Michael 
Sam being drafted to the NFL (May 10), the 
world’s first international study on homopho-
bia in sports—called “Out in the Fields”—
has revealed widespread discrimination 
against lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) U.S. 
residents.
 Of particular note, given Sam’s story and 
ongoing debate around whether his career 
was impacted by homophobia, the study 
found gay male athletes in the United States 
were the most likely to remain in the closet 
due to fears of discrimination from coaches 
and officials.
 The report also concluded that U.S. indi-
viduals were also the most likely to report 
witnessing or experiencing homophobia in 
sports—which contributed to the country 
being ranked the lowest of the six major 
English-speaking countries for inclusion of 
LGB people in sports.
 Among the key findings were that:
 —45 percent of gay and 18 percent of les-
bian youth who remained in the closet said 
they feared discrimination from coaches and 
officials. U.S. gay men were the most likely 
to fear discrimination from coaches and of-
ficials; 
 —78 percent believe youth sports are not 
safe and supportive for LGB people; and
 —There are positive signs of change as 
more U.S. youth “coming out” while playing 
sports.
 The study included almost 9,500 partici-
pants, including more than 2,000 from the 
United States.

Michael Sam signs
with Canadian team
 Michael Sam—the first openly gay per-
son to be selected in the National Football 
League (NFL) draft—is going to Canada.
 The Montreal Alouettes have signed the de-
fensive end and University of Missouri gradu-

ate, and Sam will participate in the team’s 
upcoming training camp.
 The St. Louis Rams selected Sam last year, 
but then cut him. Sam then briefly worked 
with the Dallas Cowboys’ practice squad.
 Sam received a one-year deal with a team 
option for 2016, although players can opt 
to pursue an NFL job if they have the op-
portunity. The contract is scheduled to pay 
Sam $100,000 in 2015—nearly double the 
CFL minimum of $51,000. The option year is 
worth $150,000.
 The Alouettes’ first preseason game is June 
13. The 18-game regular season schedule be-
gins at home against the Ottawa Redblacks 
on June 25, and ends Nov. 8.

Lambda Literary 
honors Balay, 
Hernandez 

Lambda Literary has announced the recipi-
ents of the 2015 Dr. Betty Berzon Emerging 
Writer Award: Anne Balay and Daisy Hernan-
dez.

The Emerging Writer Award—made pos-
sible by Teresa DeCrescenzo, and named after 
her late partner, the author/psychotherapist 
Dr. Betty Berzon—consists of two cash prizes 
of $1,000. To qualify, recipients must have 
published up to two books, or one book and 
additional literary work such as short stories, 
essays or journalistic articles. 

Balay has worked as a car mechanic, an 
English professor and a truck driver. She 
work has appeared in The Journal of Popular 
Culture, the Oral History Review and Ameri-
can Literary History, and she is about to be 
a visiting assistant professor at Haverford 
College. 

Hernández is the author of A Cup of Wa-
ter Under My Bed: A Memoir and co-editor 
of Colonize This! Young Women of Color on 
Today’s Feminism.

The awards will be handed out June 1 at 
the 27th Annual Lambda Literary Awards cer-
emony in New York City.

The judges for the Dr. Betty Berzon prize 
were award-winning writers/poets Achy Obe-
jas and Eduardo C. Corral.

2015 SCHEDULE

VISIT CHICAGOSKY.NET OR CALL 866.SKY.WNBA

TICKET PACKAGES
START AS LOW AS $52

HOME OF THE CHICAGO SKY

?? ?

?LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
ANSWER:

Rita Mae Brown
Questions from That’s So Gay! A Game of LGBTQ 

Discovery, a 2400-question board game available from 
Women & Children First Books and on Amazon.com.

From page 12

http://www.chicagosky.net


May 27, 2015 25WINDY CITY TIMES

WCT30
$30 FOR 30 YEARS OF

WINDY CITY TIMES

These are just some of the businesses, people and nonprofits providing perks to help us meet our goal at

www.indiegogo.com/projects/windy-city-times-30th-anniversary/

 There is something here for everyone! Check regularly to see full rotating list of perks.

Bountiful Eatery 
Fresh healthy eating that is gluten free 

www.bountifuleatery.com 

 

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERS FROM (L-R) ELAINE DAME, 
BECKIE MENZIE & TOM MICHAEL, JEANNIE TANNER 

AND MEGHAN MURPHY

To mark the 30th year of Windy City Times, we 
are partnering with some amazing businesses to 
raise $30,000 to help us cover the editorial costs 
of producing Windy City Times as a free weekly 

newspaper each week, and free online daily.

SUNSHINE HYPNOSIS

STEVEN E. GROSS 
& ASSOCIATES 
PHOTOGRAPHY

THE KEITH HOUSE

MARGO JACQUOT, M PsyD

RICK AGUILAR STUDIOS

To add perks from your company, email editor@windycitymediagroup.com 

http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/windy-city-times-30th-anniversary/
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Windy City Times TheatreSeries
Windy City Times TheatreSeries2015-16

for all 8 shows!$265$265 for all 8 shows!
EMAIL AMY@WINDYCITYMEDIAGROUP.COM FOR AN ORDER FORM
Shows, locations, dates/times subject to change. No requests for alternate dates will be guaranteed.

ACT NOW!
LIMITED AVAILABILITY 

THE BOY FROM OZ
By Martin Sherman and Nick Enright
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2015

PRIDE FILMS & PLAYS @ STAGE 773
The Award-winning musical about the

dazzling life and talents of Peter Allen.

THE (curious case of the) 
WATSON INTELLIGENCE 

By Madeleine George
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015

THEATER WIT
A Chicago Premiere comedy from the lesbian

writer of Seven Mammoths Wander New England.

104th REVUE
OF SECOND CITY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2015
SECOND CITY

Hilariously smart comedy from
the outstanding Second City!

THE LISBON TRAVIATA
By Terrence McNally

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015
ECLIPSE THEATRE @ ATHENAEUM

An extremely funny and deeply moving play of an opera 
queen’s devotion to the divine Callas.

THE GLASS MENAGERIE
By Tennessee Williams
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2016
THE HYPOCRITES @ DEN THEATRE
Hans Fleischman directs and re-imagines his critically 
acclaimed and compelling revival.

COCKED
By Sarah Gubbins
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2016
VICTORY GARDENS THEATRE
A World Premiere thriller from the 
lesbian playwright of The Kid Thing.

DREAMGIRLS
By Henry Krieger & Tom Eyen
THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2016
PORCHLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE @ STAGE 773
The Tony and Academy Award-winning musical 
from the Jeff Award-winning Porchlight

COMPANY
By George Furth and Stephen Sondheim
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2016
WRITERS THEATRE
Experience this brilliant and beloved 
musical in the brand new Writers Theatre.

65%
Sol

d!65%
Sol

d!



by Jerry nUnn

Macy’s continues to not only be a retail outlet 
but an ambassador for food. Celebrating a re-
cord 125 years of service, Macy’s recently served 
a brunch with Cat Cora and other fellow Culi-
nary Council chefs Tom Douglas, Johnny Iuzzini 
and Takashi Yagihashi.
 Catherine “Cat” Cora was the first female Iron 
Chef on the Food Network and the first female 
to be inducted into the American Academy of 
Chefs Culinary Hall of Fame. She has continued 
cooking as a television host, author, and con-
tributing editor.
 She’s appeared in a variety of hit food shows, 
including America’s Best Cook, NBC’s Celebrity 
Cooking Showdown, and Food Fighters.

Windy City Times: Hi, Cat. last time we 
spoke was when you were filming bravo’s 
around the World in 80 Plates.

 Cat Cora: Right—that was back in 2011.
 WCT: How was that overall experience?
 CC: I was just with a big group of the culinary 
staff from that. We talked about how amazing 
it was. It is sad that it didn’t get picked up 
again but the budget was just so ginormous. 
Chase Bank was our major sponsor and they had 
a hard year that year. When you have a giant 
budget and don’t find the right sponsor then 
there is not another season.
 It was a great experience on the one hand. 
We were in 10 cities in six weeks. We had so 
much fun, Curtis Stone and I, and the whole 
glam squad. When we were off then we got to 
chill and see the world. It was amazing in that 
sense and I wouldn’t trade it for the world.
 WCT: i saw you were just in Dallas.
 CC: I literally just got in 45 minutes ago. I 
ran into my hotel, ironed some things, threw on 
some makeup, refreshed my hair, and I was out 
the door!

 WCT: and in these heels...
 CC: I always gotta have high heels, yes!
 WCT: being from Mississippi, do you try to 
incorporate Southern style to your cooking?
 CC: Some, but not much. I do love Southern 
cooking. I have enough background knowledge 
to take it and make it healthier. I love going 
back home and eating out but I grew up with 
such a Mediterranean background. Now being in 
California for so long now, over 20 something 
years, it is my first instinct. It is my soul food. 
Every once in a while do love to splurge on a 
great Southern meal. I don’t do a lot of South-
ern cooking. You never know though, the tide 
can change any day!
 WCT: Talk about working with Macy’s Culi-
nary Council.
 CC: I am one of the originals. It has been 10 
years from the very beginning. We keep getting 
these amazing gigs. I get to see al lot of my 
chef friends. We are doing incredible things like 

this, which is historic for Macy’s with 125 years 
of food service. They were the first to do it in 
a department store in 1890, here in what was 
Marshall Field’s. They do really great events. I 
think Macy’s represents an iconic brand. It is 
very inclusive and I feel like my brand is the 
same way.
 WCT: How was being on Chopped all-Stars 
recently?
 CC: It was fun. I get asked to do quite a bit of 
the all stars show whether it is Cutthroat Kitch-
en, Chopped or Master Chef. I just judged some-
thing for Top Chef. I do a lot of those things. 
They are always crazy and nutty.
 WCT: isn’t it stressful?
 CC: It is a little stressful but I have done so 
many Iron Chef battles that I think I am used 
to it. I am competitive and have that in my na-
ture, which most chefs do. Of course with char-
ity you have an even bigger pressure more than 
going against your colleagues. I want to win. 
That is just in my nature. That is never going to 
go away. It will always be there. I think that is 
what makes it great for me. I don’t want to lose 
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ADVERTISE HERE 
aDVerTiSe Here: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php. 

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTnUT CleaninG SerViCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

HELP WANTED
aDMin aSSiSTanT. Appointment coordination, event 
and meeting planning, make travel arrangements, 
record keeping, bookkeeping, scheduling. Send your 
resume and salary expectations to: keoanth@aol.
com (6/3/15–2)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MaKe yoUr HoMe looK FabUloUS! Now schedul-
ing Spring and Summer home repair and remodeling 
projects.  We do bathrooms, carpentry, drywall repairs, 
deck cleaning and staining and painting. “A+” with 
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. 
Free Estimates! andy onCall 847-328-3100 www.
andyoncallchicago.com  (10/14/15-56)

LEGAL SERVICES

MASSAGE
MaSSaGe FirST-ClaSS aSian Male MaSSeUr. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 
(6/24/15-13)

MEDIATION SERVICES
McDonoUGH MariTal MeDiaTion SerViCeS Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
Call Virginia 630.355.7055 or McDonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McDonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
inClUSiVe CaTHoliC CoMMUniTy. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS
are yoU inTelleCTUally GiFTeD? Are you interested 
in meeting other LGBTs like you? Come join the LGBT 
and Allies Special Interest Group in Chicago Area Men-
sa. To inquire, contact lgbta@chicago.us.mensa.
org. (4/20/16-52)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WonDerinG WHaT To Do WiTH THoSe WinDoWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (6/3/15-13)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago
Chicago Coalition of

Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

clAssifieDs

CASH BACK HOME PURCHASE
Top Chicago Gay Realtors Represent You FREE. Choose 
your Perfect Agent On-Line & Receive up to $2500 
VISA Gift Card! No Cost / Obligation.

WWW.GayrealeSTaTe.CoM/PerK (9/9/15-26)

MULTI-UNIT PROPERTY - FOR SALE

GreaT inVeSTMenT oPPorTUniTy in South Berwyn.  
This 4 unit building is in exceptional condition. Good 
rents with long time tenants. Owner has taken great 
pride in the care of the building. 2602 S Euclid, Ber-
wyn. Call Mary for showing. Mary Jaeger, baird and 
Warner: 312-720-0690 www.maryjaeger.bairdwar-
ner.com (6/3/15-3)

HOUSE - FOR SALE
beVerly SHoreS, in. beautifully restored ‘Bartlett 
Stucco’ only 60 minute drive from downtown. Four 
bedrooms, three luxurious bathrooms, study/office, 
fireplace, chef’s kitchen, three season room with great 
views. Two lots, beautifully landscaped, short stroll to 
the beach. Call beth Doherty/Coldwell banker resi-
dential brokerage, 773.255.3534. MlS#366657 
(6/24/15–5)

FOR RENT - THERAPY OFFICE
laKeVieW GraCe & aSHlanD Two beautifully fur-
nished offices for rent. Wi-Fi, waiting room, kitchen-
ette. Close to public transportation, Divvy Bikes, abun-
dant street parking. Professional, friendly atmosphere. 
Inter-office referrals. $11 per hour - 2 hour blocks per 
week; up to yearly lease available. Call: Cheri DeMoss 
773-338-2889 or email: cdemoss@empoweringop-
tions.com for more information (6/10/15-13)

reAl esTATe

2602 S. Euclid
South Berwyn 4-unit corner building

Why not live free while 
rents pay mortgage?

2 (2) bedroom units / 2 (1) bedroom 
units. 2-car brick garage with pull-
down stairs for add’l storage. Top 

front unit has central air and washer 
dryer hookups. Great owners unit or 

fantastic rental. Longtime tenants. 
All units have hardwood floors. Coin 
laundry for tenant convenience and 
add’l income for owner. You don’t 

want to miss this one.

Mary Jaeger
Baird and Warner

312-720-0690

the Dishthe Dish
Weekly Dining Guide in

WiNDY ciTY TiMes

NUNN oN oNe: cUisiNe

Chef Cat Cora 
cooks for 
Culinary Council

Attorney Vincent Auricchio
Affordable & Professional

Real Estate Closings
When selling your home or

condo, contact me for a cost-
competitive, knowledgeable, and

reliable closing that will cater 
to your needs and concerns.

You owe it to yourself to call me
first when seeking an attorney

for your sale.
10% of net fees from your closing

will be donated to a qualifying
LGBT charity.

312-263-0010

One North LaSalle St., Suite 600
vince @alegaloffice.com

Turn to page 29

Chef Cat Cora.
Photo by Jerry Nunn



Wed., May 27
Creating Change 2016 Host Committee 

Meeting: Pride edition Meet, mingle and 
work to make Chicago’s Creating Change 
the most memorable event ever. RSVP to 
creatingchange@thetaskforce.org  6:00pm   
Conrad Sulzer Regional Library 4455 N Lin-
coln, Ave Chicago  http://thetaskforce.org

Thursday, May 28
love is love   6:00pm - 10:00pm   Cafe 

Brauer, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago  Tickets: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/love-is-
love-tickets-16303069921

Move your body: The evolution of House 
Music Exhibition in the Chicago Rooms 
celebrating more than 30 years of a home-
grown art form that is now heard around 
the world. Through August 16, 2015  
7:00pm - 9:30pm   Chicago Cultural Center  
78 E. Washington St. Chicago  http://www.
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/
supp_info/moveyourbody.html?utm_sourc
e=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit+Preview+2015
&utm_campaign=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit
+Preview+2015&utm_medium=email

Sweet Tea: black Gay Men of the South 
A play exploring blackness, sexuality and 
Southern hospitality. Based on his award-
winning book, Dr. E. Patrick Johnson stars 
in this one-man exploration into the 
Southern black gay community.  7:30pm   
Hal and Martha Hyer Wallis Theatre, North-
western University, Evanston, IL  http://
www.projectand.org  Tickets: https://www.
communication.northwestern.edu/wirtz/
special_events

The apollo Cabaret The last Thursday of ev-
ery month. $10, $5 with seat reservation. 
Reservations via Facebook “Jason Apollo” 
or by email, TheApolloCabaret@gmail.
com. Doors 9:30pm  10:00pm   Hamburger 
Mary’s  5400 N Clark St.

Friday, May 29
Chicago Gospel Music Festival Through May 

31  6:30pm - 9:30pm,  Millennium Park, 
http://www.cityofchicago.org

Melancholy Play: a chamber musical by 
Sarah ruhl Bank teller Tilly’s melancholy 
is of an exquisite quality. She turns her 
melancholy into a sexy thing, and every 
stranger she meets falls in love with her. 
One day she becomes happy and havoc 
reigns. Thru June 7, 2015. $20-35  7:30pm   
Piven Theatre Workshop, 927 Noyes St., 
Evanston  847-866-8049  Tickets: http://
www.piventheatre.org

Saturday, May 30 
Depression & bipolar Support alliance 

(lGbTQ) Support meeting to talk about ill-
nesses, symptoms, treatment, doctors, and 
personal issues such as dating, relation-
ships and work. Center on Halsted 3656 N 
Halsted   11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
dbsa-glbt-chicago.com 

Farmer’s Market: Chicago nettelhorst 
French Market Through Nov. 7. A French 
Market brings sense of community like the 
markets of France, a place to gather, so-
cialize and purchase fresh produce, flow-
ers, artisanal oils and vinegars, fresh baked 
croissants.  8:00am - 2:00pm   Nettelhorst 
School, Broadway & Melrose, Chicago

rooftop Deck open at Sidetrack Saturdays 
and Sundays  1:00pm  3349 N Halsted St 
Chicago  http://www.sidetrackchicago.
com/

Doubt: a Parable Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play about authority, suspicion, ambiguity 
and religion: a progressive young priest’s 
conduct comes under question. Writers 
Theatre presents through The show runs 
July 19. Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 7:30pm 
(with select 2 0pm Wednesday matinees). 
Thursdays & Fridays: 8 pm, Saturdays: 
4:00pm and 8 pm, Sundays: 2 pm and 6 
pm  4:00pm   Glencoe Union Church, 263 
Park Ave, Glencoe

rock and roll Hall of Fame Viewing Party 
and 5th annual Memories of a Mini-
ball House and ballroom scene event 
and queer freedom outreach opportunity 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, intersex, allies, and gender non-
conforming youth and adults. Food, music, 

outreach, Memoriam for Musical Giants, 
and personal tributes to lost loved ones 
who passed due to complications of HIV/
AIDS.   5:00pm - 12:00am   Grub Chicago, 
1230 W. Taylor, Chicago  773-495-1059.  
Tickets: https://www.facebook.com/
events/434757896652300/, 

a Church 4 Me MCC: “Celebrate! …. a 
Cabaret” Cabaret and theater perform-
ing artists in a show for LGBT community 
and allies created by A Church 4 Me music 
director Michael McBride to celebrate the 
church’s brand new home. $15 pre-sale, 
$20 at the door.  7:00pm - 10:00pm   At-
mosphere Bar  5355 N Clark St Chicago  
Tickets: http://www.achurch4me.org

His Way - Sinatra’s Centennial Celebration 
Classic cool and retro glam mark the 100th 
birthday of legendary singer and entertain-
er Frank Sinatra. Musical tribute starring 
Chicago’s Ron Hawking. $35 - $65  7:30pm   
Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt Univer-
sity  50 E Congress Pkwy.  (800-982-2787)  
Tickets: http://AuditoriumTheatre.org

Sunday, May 31
DaSH for Detection 5K walk/run to sup-

port pancreatic cancer research. Register 
online. Sponsors include NBC Chicago and 
Windy City Times.  9:00am   Grant Park, 
Chicago  Tickets: http://RolfeFoundation.
org

annual Marilyn Monroe birthday brunch 
extravaganza Throughout the day, Diva 
Madam X will perform as the ultimate Hol-
lywood icon herself with rousing renditions 
of “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend,” 
“I Wanna Be Loved By You” and “Happy 
Birthday, Mr. President,” along with an ar-
ray 1950’s show tunes. For table reserva-
tions, please phone.   11:00am - 4:00pm   
Kit Kat Lounge & Supper Club  3700 N Hal-
sted Chicago  773-525-1111

Walk to end lupus now Raise money and 
awareness for Lupus research and educa-
tion. Supports Lupus Foundation of Amer-
ica.  5:00pm - 8:00pm   Montrose Avenue 
Beach  4400 N Lakeshore Dr Chicago  202-
349-1155  http://lupus.donorpages.com/
chicagowalk2015/  Tickets: http://lupus.
donorpages.com/chicagowalk2015/

Poppy Champlin Follow me to the Funny! 
With Queer Queens of Qomedy  5:00pm   
The Laugh Factory Chicago  3175 N Broad-
way Chicago  773-327-3175  http://www.
poppychamplin.com  Tickets: http://www.
laughfactory.com/clubs/chicago/3 

The legacy Walk Foliies A benefit for the 

Legacy Walk. Host Angelique Munro, DJ 
David performances by Miss Sassy Trade, 
Bianca Chablis, Cee Cee LaRouge, Natasha 
Douglas, Angel LeBare plus hot male danc-
ers. $5 suggested donation. Doors 7 pm.  
8:00pm   @mosphere, 5355 N. Clark, Chi-
cago  https://www.legacyprojectchicago.
org

Monday, June 1
Take a Swing at breast Cancer In memory 

of Jinks Jervey-Page. A tournament fo-
cused on funding research to save live. 
Registration Fee of $180. applied towards 
fundraising amount. Suggested goal: raise 
$324.00 to win prizes and goodie bags. 
Eats, drinks, prizes, spirit.   1:00pm   High-
land Park Country Club , 1201 Park Ave., 
Highland Park  Tickets: http://www.asis-
tershope.org/eventpageUS.php?eid=34

TransSafe Drop in resource Center Trans 
and gender non-conforming. Hang out, 
socialize, enjoy some food. Access medi-
cal, hormones, legal, housing, social, em-
ployment New day and location.  1:00pm 
- 4:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted Chicago  http://www.chicagohouse.
org/?post_causes=translife-center

The love That Dare not Speak its name: 
Film Series celebrates Victorian Era queers   
6:00pm - 8:00pm   Chicago Public Library 
Bezazian Branch, 1226 W. Ainslie St., Chi-
cago  http://chipublib.org

Queer bits Summer Film Festival Pride 
Films and Plays’. Providing the best LGBT 
short films with their Chicago premieres. 
Followed by a brief talkback with filmmak-
ers. Bar open 6:30pm. $10. VIP $15 and 
include prime seating. Student/Senior $5. 
On sale starting May 1.  7:30pm   The Pub-
lic House Theatre  3914 N. Clark St. Chi-
cago  Tickets: http://pridefilmsandplays.
com/kick-off-pride-2015-with-queer-bits-
film-fest/

Tuesday, June 2
oUT of the office lGbT Pride reception 

This year’s event is hosted by DreamTown 
Realty, Fifth Third Bank, The Godfrey Hotel 
and Constellation Brands. Suggested $10 
donation at the door benefits the Chicago 
Area Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. 
RSVP online.  5:30pm - 8:30pm   I/O 
Roofdeck Lounge, The Godfrey, 127 W. Hu-
ron, Chicago  Tickets: http://www.dream-
town.com/gay-chicago-realtor/

oUTspoken lGbTQ storytelling Hosts Art 
Johnston and Kim L. Hunt. Storytellers: 
John Concepcion, Tyler Greene, Re’Lynn 
Hansen, Holly Hughes, Ricky Rodriguez, 
Denise Ruiz, Zac M Willette. Doors open at 
6 pm   7:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted 
St Chicago  http://www.sidetrackchicago.
com

Wed., June 3
remembering the Pink Triangle: a public 

event Commemoration of the fate of gay 
people in Nazi Germany. Learn how the 
Pink Triangle came to mean “never again” 
See the mock-up of “The Pink Triangle” 
plaque that will be joining the Legacy 
Walk this fall. A Legacy Project event  
11:00am   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted Chicago  Tickets: https://www.drop-
box.com/s/4iqermw2mpf6or9/The%20
Pink%20Triangle%20_%20May%2017%20
Event.pdf?dl=0

Thursday, June 4
The night Ministry’s 2015 lighting Up the 

night Awards dinner and auction. $400. 
More information to come.  Time:TBA   The 
Standard Club, 320 S. Plymouth Court, 
Chicago  http://www.thenightministry.org  
Tickets: https://thenightministry.ejoinme.
org/MyPages/LightingUpTheNight/tab-
id/668789/Default.aspx

6th annual United latin@ Pride week 
Queer/Trans Latin@ events through-
out Chicago through June 11. All free.   
6:00pm - 10:00pm     ,  http://www.unit-
edlatinopride.org

american Veterans for equal rights (gay 
veterans) monthly meeting AVER is a 
non-profit, chapter-based association of 
active, reserve and veteran servicemem-
bers dedicated to full and equal rights and 
equitable treatment for all present and 
former members of the U.S. Armed Forces.  
7:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted Chicago

Move your body: The evolution of House 
Music Exhibition in the Chicago Rooms 

celebrating more than 30 years of a home-
grown art form that is now heard around 
the world. Through August 16, 2015  
7:00pm - 9:30pm   Chicago Cultural Center  
78 E. Washington St. Chicago  http://www.
cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/
supp_info/moveyourbody.html?utm_sourc
e=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit+Preview+2015
&utm_campaign=Move+Your+Body+Exhibit
+Preview+2015&utm_medium=email

The attic Stand-up show featuring four com-
ics performing 20-minute-sets. First Thurs-
day of every month. Josh Johnson (Laugh 
Factory), Brandon Kieffer (WIP Theater), 
Ed Towns (Theater WIP) & Joel Boyd 
(Bob Curry Fellowship)   9:30pm   Under 
The Gun Theater, 956 W Newport, Chicago  
773-270-3440  http://www.underthegun-
theater.com

Friday, June 5
First Friday Film: The birdcage Starring 

Robin Williams and Nathan Lane, a remake 
of the farce “La Cage aux Folles.” . Adults 
and seniors are invited to join us for cof-
fee, donuts, and a movie.   10:30am   Chi-
cago Public Library Roosevelt Branch, 1101 
W. Taylor St., Chicago  http://chipublib.org

Milwaukee Pride Fest Celebration of local 
LGBT culture and community. 100+ per-
former entertainment line-up, LGBT com-
munity icons, including headliners Ani 
DiFranco, Ty Herndon and En Vogue, and 
emerging national talent and local Milwau-
kee favorites on ten stages. Through June 
7. 12:00pm   Henry W. Maier Festival Park, 
Milwaukee, WI  Tickets: http://pridefest.
com/tickets/

Chicago Sky opening game vs. indiana Fe-
ver Women’s National Basketball Associa-
tion. $16 or $250.  7:30pm   Allstate Arena  
6920 N Mannheim Rd Rosemont, IL 60018  
http://www.wnba.com/sky/

Saturday, June 6
Farmer’s Market: Chicago nettelhorst 

French Market Through Nov. 7. A French 
Market brings sense of community like the 
markets of France, a place to gather, so-
cialize and purchase fresh produce, flow-
ers, artisanal oils and vinegars, fresh baked 
croissants.  8:00am - 2:00pm   Nettelhorst 
School, Broadway & Melrose, Chicago

addressing lGbT Homelessness and Hous-
ing Discrimination through Federal 
Policy Training for housing professionals, 
local governments, housing authorities, 
community organizations, members of the 
LGBT community, LGBT allies, advocates. 
Lambda Legal Community Educator Crispin 
Torres and Staff Attorney Kyle Palazzo will 
present throughout. RSVP online.  9:00am 
- 12:00pm   Access Living   115 W. Chicago 
Ave. Chicago  Tickets: http://www.lambda-
legal.org/events/150604_educ-housing-
federal-policy

The Fourth annual Chicago alternative 
Comics expo Panel and round table con-
versations: the Hernandez Brothers; Comic 
Books and Speculative Fiction; Comics 
in Cyberspace; The Real Truth with three 
cartoonists discussing creative nonfic-
tion; workshops and competitions. Free.  
11:00am - 6:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.cake-
chicago.com

Screening: our Hour Has Come: The Gay 
rights Movement in 1920s Germany 
1920s Germany is often seen as a setting 
of unprecedented personal freedom. How-
ever, gay German men still had to deal with 
the existence of Paragraph 175, the law 
against male homosexual acts.  2:00pm   
Edgewater Library, 6000 N. Broadway, Chi-
cago  http://chipublib.org

ladybug reunion 2015 Reunion begins 
here. Also see June 7.  7:00pm   Daven-
port’s Piano Bar and Cabaret  1383 N Mil-
waukee Ave Chicago  https://www.face-
book.com/events/461330057353207/

“Proud to be…Me!” artemis Singers 
Pride concert and dance Chicago’s les-
bian feminist 40-member Artemis Singers 
specializes in performing music written or 
arranged by women. “All About that Bass” 
by Meghan Trainor; “Proud” by Heather 
Small; “Big-Boned Gal” by k.d. lang; and 
“Try” by Colbie Caillat. Dance with live DJ 
follows.   7:00pm - 10:00pm   Broadway 
United Methodist Church  3338 N Broad-
way Chicago  (773) 764-4465  Tickets: 
http://artemisproudlakeview.brownpaper-
tickets.com

Friday, June 12
andersonville Midsommarfest Annual sum-

mer street festival. Bands include sixteen-
candlesband and JC Brooks & the Uptown 
Sound. More information to come. Through 
June 14  5:00pm   5200 N. Clark St. and 
Foster Ave., Chicago  http://www.ander-
sonville.org

lily Tomlin Over a 40-year career, she’s 
transformed herself into a small army of 
unforgettable characters. She breathes 
life into a cast that spans age, gender and 
race. $45  8:00pm   Overture Hall, Madison, 
WI  Tickets: http://http://www.overture-
center.org/events/lily-tomlin

Formerly Known as (FKa) Long-running 
Northside queer dance party moves to 
second Friday of each month. Welcom-
ing space for people of all genders, rep-
resentations, expressions, identities and 
sexualities.   10:00pm   Big Chicks  5024 
N Sheridan Rd Chicago  http://facebook.
com/FKADANCE

Saturday, June 13
by Women for Women: everything old is 

new again Center on Halsted’s Women’s 
Action Committee. Richard M. Daley Roof 
Terrace. Music by female DJs: DJ All the 
Way, DJ Gemini Jones, DJ Kirby, DJ Kristin, 
DJ Rhated R, and DJ Sandra Suave compete 
for the crown of the BWFW Hottest DJ! 
Judges include Tracy Baim, Angela Barnes, 
Laura Barry, Lora Branch, DJ Feen, and DJ 
Lady D. Cocktail 5-7pm, DJ competition 
7pm. $30 before June 10, $45 after, in-
cludes admission, 1 drink ticket, and hors 
d’oeuvres.   5:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  Tickets: 
http://community.centeronhalsted.org/
ByWomenForWomen

“Proud to be…Me!” artemis Singers 5th 
annual Pride concert & dance Showcases 
songs about individuals’ inherent worth 
and dignity. The chorus will perform “All 
About that Bass” by Meghan Trainor; 
“Proud” by Heather Small; “Big-Boned Gal” 
by k.d. lang; and “Try” by Colbie Caillat, 
among other pieces. The dance with live DJ 
immediately follows the concert.   7:00pm   
Beverly Unitarian Church, 10244 S. Long-
wood Drive, Chicago  Tickets: http://ar-
temisproudbeverly.brownpapertickets.com 

abraham lincoln was a F*gg*t Was our 
country’s most beloved president gay? 
Weaves together the sexual history of Gay-
braham Lincoln and 17-year-old Cal’s quest 
to prove the theory.  7:30pm   Chicago 
Dramatists, 1105 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago  
Tickets: http://aboutfacetheatre.com/tag/
abraham-lincoln-was-a-fggt/

Sunday, June 14
a Play in a Day 24-hour play festival On 

Saturday night, writers pull actors names 
from a hat and write a 10 min play to be 
delivered to the cast and director by Sun-
day morning at 8am and performed that 
evening. $12  7:30pm   Under The Gun The-
ater, 956 W Newport, Chicago  http://www.
undertheguntheater.com

edna Vazquez Openly gay singer-songwriter 
will give Chicago’s pride celebrations a 
Latin American flavor with an intimate 
solo performance. Doors 6:30 pm.  7:30pm   
Joe’s on Weed, 940 W. Weed St, Chicago  
http://SylviaHevia.com

Monday, June 15
out in the night, by blair Dorosh-Walther 

Screening and discussion of POV documen-
tary film on the sensational 2006 trial of 
four African American lesbians in New York 
City, revealing the role that race, gender 
identity and sexuality play in our criminal 
justice system.  6:30pm   Chicago Public 
Library Avalon Branch, 8148 S. Stony Is-
land Ave., Chicago  312-747-5234  http://
chipublib.org

Tuesday, June 16
Help rebuild nepal benefit Concert Art-

ists who are passionate about this cause, 
including powerhouse chanteuse Lynne 
Jordan, legendary blues guitarist Wayne 
Baker Brooks, the handcrafted rock and 
roll of The Empty Pockets, and funk, blues 
and soul combo Rick King’s Royal Hustle. 
$25  8:00pm   City Winery Chicago  1200 
W Randolph St Chicago  http://citywinery.
com/chicago
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shoW Me The fUNNY

Poppy Champlin (above) will 
bring the jokes to The laugh 
Factory, 3175 n. broadway.

Publicity photo

Sunday, May 31



“Toni, you need to start using your vagina 
more.”—Toni Braxton shares some advice her 
doctor gave her. She went on to add that she 
hasn’t used “it” in more than two years—which 
I assume also includes taking it out for a solo.

Like Tony Geary’s summers in Amsterdam, my 
frequent forays to Europe are shrouded in mys-
tery. What I can reveal is that I must get my 
gaydar recalibrated upon my return. I was fairly 
confident two of the gents I’ve been spend-
ing time with are gay. The Brit is extremely 
fey. And the Aussie—well, let’s just say that 
being around him is like being trapped in a 
touring company of “Priscilla!” And yet, the 
Brit is engaged and the Aussie spends most of 
his time trying to pick up waitresses! Maybe 
they think I’m straight. OK, they’re probably 
not THAT clueless!

Barbra Streisand has announced plans to 
write a memoir. While she’s not known for be-
ing forthcoming, her publisher claims she was 
inspired after reading some other books about 
her—books that are “full of myths and inac-
curacies. She is finally going to tell her own 
story.” Look for it in early 2017 somewhere in 
the fiction aisle.

Sexy Tom Hardy has opened up about playing 
Elton John in his next film, Rocketman. Hardy 
said, “I’m not a singer. I have no idea, really. 
I’m really trying because of Rocketman but it’s 
hard to open my mouth in that way.” Since 
Elton hand-picked him, I suspect his mouth 
opens just fine. It’s also been announced that 
the film (which is currently in production) will 
be adapted for the stage. No timeline or details 
have been announced.

Speaking of stage musicals, Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch will soon be making a bit of history. 
Darren Criss is currently starring in the Broad-
way production and there’s been lots of specu-
lation as to who will take over once he leaves 
on July 19. And now we know—starting July 
22, Taye Diggs will slip into the stilettos, mak-
ing him the first Hedwig of color. Diggs said, 
“I have a flaming homosexual inside me”—a 
sentiment I’ve uttered on more than one oc-
casion. He also told the paps that as a kid, 
he “experimented with homosexuality, ass play 
and worked the streets in male prostitution.” 
Alas, he quickly added, “I’m kidding.” Another 
fantasy dashed. He’s slated to stay with the 
show for 12 weeks, making this NYC summer 
even hotter than usual.

In some perfect casting, Deborah Cox will 
helm a pre-Broadway national tour of the mu-
sical The Bodyguard. Based on the Whitney 
Houston film, the stage version debuted in 
London in 2012, and starred Heather Headley. 
The casting of Cox is inspired since she was not 
only touted as a successor to Whitney Hous-
ton, she also supplied Nippy’s vocals for the 
Lifetime biopic. The tour will start in the fall 
of 2016.

We recently told you that CBS has greenlit a 
Supergirl series. Even though it won’t air until 
next fall, guess who already has a copy of the 
pilot? Me, that’s who. And I’m happy to say 
it’s really lots of fun. Of course, it’s hard to go 
wrong with sexy Jeremy Jordan (to say noth-
ing of a luminous cameo by Laura Benanti). 
You can see the entire episode on BillyMasters.
com.

Gay businessman Ian Reisner continues his 
quest for absolution ever since his dinner with 
Republican presidential candidate Ted Cruz. 
With business faltering at The OutNYC hotel 
and a boycott planned for his Fire Island prop-
erties, he’s undertaken some damage control. 
He’s announced his continued commitment for 
LGBT causes, a gift of $20K to the Fire Island 
Pines Property Owners Association, and plans 
to donate profits from his Fire Island invest-
ments to the LGBT Community Center in NYC, 
the Jerusalem Open House, and Equality Tex-
as—which specifically fights for LGBT rights in 
Ted Cruz’s backyard. It’s a start.

Before we even think about the summer, 
we’ve got the 25th anniversary of Gay Days 
DisneyWorld and, specifically, the One Magical 
Weekend festivities. While my favorite event 
is the incredible Riptide party at Typhoon La-
goon on Friday, June 5, the organizers spon-
sor events all week long. I’m intrigued by their 
new Saturday night dance party called RED Ver-
sion 1: Unmasked, which takes place right in 
Epcot and will feature the music of DJ Paulo. 
Needless to say, the dress code is red—and 
I suspect it’ll be pretty skimpy ensembles at 
best. You can get more deets at OneMagical-
Weekend.com.

Mariah Carey’s weekend was somewhat less 
than magical. The songstress just began a two-
year residency at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. 
The reviews for her vocal abilities were tepid 
at best, but critics admitted that she was “en-
tertaining.” After her opening, she went to the 
Rio All-Suite to check out the Chippendales 
show. And why not? She just did some heavy 
lifting, so the boys decided to return the fa-
vor and try to hoist Mimi above their heads. (I 
believe two of the Chips are currently out with 
hernias.) Carey posted, “Again, I’ve no idea 
how I got here!!” Maybe we can jog her memo-
ry with photos from the soiree on our website.

Speaking of sizzling photos, four hunks of 
days gone by got together for a special photo 
shoot courtesy of US Weekly. David Chokachi, 
Joey Lawrence, Ian Ziering and Antonio Sabato 
Jr. were part of the magazine’s “Best Bodies” 
issue and showed they’ve still got what it takes 
to get our attention. In fact, a couple of them 
look better than ever. You can decide which 
ones when you see the photos on BillyMasters.
com.

This leads perfectly into our “Ask Billy” ques-
tion. Jim from Somewhere in Cyberspace asks: 
“Are there any nude pics of Donnie Wahlberg 
anywhere? Yes, I mean Danny on Blue Bloods.”

I’ve held onto this email for a few weeks 
while my researchers looked high and low for a 
way to fulfill your request. Alas, Jim, we have 
come up empty. But, wait—what’s this? Just 
before we went to press, Wahlberg has par-
tially answered your prayers. For no apparent 
reason, he posted a risque photo with some 
of the other “New Kids” with the caption “Not 
bad for a few old men! Hard work pays!” OK, 
it’s not full-frontal nudity, but it’s pretty damn 
hot. You can see it on www.BillyMasters.com.

When NKOTB should consider changing their 
name to DILTF, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. Since we ran a bit long, we 
barely have time to remind you to check out 
www.BillyMasters.com, the site that’s multilin-
gual. If you’ve got a question for me, send it 
along to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I prom-
ise to get back to you before Hedwig gets her 
groove back! So, until next time, remember, 
one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Jeremy Jordan has gone from Smash to 
Supergirl. 
Still from Joyful Noise by Van Redin
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Bring Back My Girls
Welcome RuPaul Divas: DiDa Ritz & Jade

plus Alexis Bevels, Kim Chi, Saya Naomi,
and your hostess Dixie Lynn Cartwright

for our ...

Bring Back My Girls

party
3349 North Halsted 
SidetrackChicago.com 

This month’s storytellers:

John Concepcion • Tyler Greene 

Re'Lynn Hansen • Holly Hughes

Ricky Rodriguez • Denise Ruiz 

Zac M. Willette 

PRIDE Month! LGBTQ Storytelling
Tuesday
June 2
Doors: 6pm  
Stories: 7pm

that. It is part of my spirit.
 WCT: The charity you created, Chefs for Hu-
manity, is still doing very well.
 CC: It is and we have some new projects that 
we are embarking on. We are really focused on 
the United States right now. We have ties with 
the White House and [its] programs. We are still 
fighting the good fight.
 WCT: i knew you had plans to tour the char-
ity with Cher.
 CC: We did and then she got really sick. It was 
so sad and a real bummer for us because it was 
something we worked on for a long time. I was 
really concerned for her because she was very 
sick. I hope that if she does go back on tour we 
can reunite that. We have everything in place 
to do it. We just have to get her well and out 
on the road. C’mon, Cher!
 WCT: i think she was just at the Met Gala.
 CC: Then she is good, time to tour again. We 
need to feed some hungry kids!
 WCT: Do you cook at home for your own 
hungry kids?
 CC: I do cook at home all the time. People 
think I am crazy but it is easy for me. I want my 
boys to know that I have cooked for them and 
nurtured them. They get a hot breakfast every 
morning and great dinner every night. My wife 
is a very good cook, too. I taught her after we 
first met. On our first date, she burned three 
bags of microwave popcorn! [Both laugh.] She 
was so embarrassed.
 WCT: opposites attract.
 CC: Yes, and we had cooking lessons 101. We 
are going to start with sauteing onions. Now 
she is a fabulous cook, matter of fact I steal 
some of her recipes. She is a little more patient 
cook than I am. She will put chicken on the 
grill and will not let me touch it. Chefs always 
have their hands in everything but she makes 
me leave it alone.
 We love cooking for our kids. We want to 
build memories around food and smells. That 

is such a warm and comforting place for kids. I 
know it was for me. It is a really important part 
of our life, cooking and eating.
 WCT: They made a video game about iron 
Chef. Do your kids play the game?
 CC: No; that was in 2006, so things have 
changed dramatically. Every once and a while 
the kids will play Wii, but that is it. It’s all 
about the iPad now.
 WCT: you should be the grand marshal for 
Chicago’s Pride parade.
 CC: Nominate me and I will do it. I have done 
grand marshaling before so I am good at it.
 WCT: you have the wave down?
 CC: Yes; I have the experience so no one 
needs to train me.
 WCT: Would you like to write another book?
 CC: I have a memoir coming out Sept. 18. 
It is called Cooking as Fast as I Can. It is a 
juicy tell all about my life. It is really raw and 
is going to be good. We have a lot of pre rave 
reviews, which is kind of shocking when you are 
just telling the story about your life. I know I 
am out there and a celebrity but I wondered if 
people would really want to read about it. When 
you get reviews from Publisher’s Weekly like 
this I know something must be there. I know 
it is well put together and well written. People 
will see a whole new me.
 WCT: We will have to do another interview.
 CC: We will, because I will be on book tour 
and all of that. People will see the real Cat.
 WCT: What did your wife say about it?
 CC: She got to read it and edit it a little bit 
of what she wanted in and what she didn’t. She 
will be happy with it. We are very different, like 
you said, “Opposites attract.” I’m an aries and 
she’s a pisces. She’s a yogi and I am crazy out 
here with a triple A personality. She is more re-
served and gets nervous. The book is not about 
trashing people. It is all about me. If anyone 
gets the spotlight on them it is me and my life.
 Prowl over to catcora.com to follow Cora’s 
adventures. To find Macy’s locations, visit 
www.macys.com.

DISH from page 27
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by SaM GoMeZ, GayWHeelS.CoM

Chrysler has recently changed its name to FCA: 
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles. This name change 
makes sense, given that ‘Fiat’ sounds very Eu-
ropean and sexy, while ‘Chrysler’, though tech-
nically German, still sounds stodgy and stuck 
in the 60s, Welcome to the 21st century, where 
names really do carry weight …. unless you’re 
a car, at which point numbers will do just fine.

I can’t say I like the name “300” (Wasn’t that 
a gay porno about ancient Greece?) but I love 
the car. To be sure, this is a big car with big 
power, and when you pull up in this car, people 
will notice, if for no other reason that it takes 
some skill to get it into a parking space at the 
bathhouse (so I’m told). This big butchie is 
16-and-a-half feet long. Yikes! No wonder gay 
men have a hard time getting it into something 
so tight. At four feet tall, it’s a long and stub-
by, and as anyone at the bathhouse will tell 
you, that attracts attention. The 300 (gosh, 
that sounds so gay) impresses just by being 
out in public.

This car can be as sporty or sedate as you 
like, assuming you feel a powerful 292-horse-
power V6 engine (the base model) is sedate. 
Options abound on this truly updated version 
of the Chrysler K-Car, but unlike your grandfa-
ther’s Chrysler, this one is truly sexy, not just 
something protruding from his Sears Action 
Slacks. Colors like Jazz Blue Pearl or Red Velvet 
Pearl may sound like something off a corporate 
cafeteria menu, but they dazzle in a way that 

few glitter bombs with punch can. I drove the 
Jazz Blue 300, but I didn’t need Queen Latifah 
to make it sing like Bessie Smith. It was stun-
ning and fun. In short, buy the Chrysler 300 
because you will look great in it … assuming 
you can fit it in and keep it in.

Well—that’s not really a fair assessment of 
the car, is it? On second thought, yes, it is! But 
beware of a few items:

You can get into the 300 for as little as 
$31,000, but I wouldn’t go that low. You really 
will need at least $40K to get the dazzle and 
the spark that you want—and deserve. Mileage 
ain’t great: 19 city / 31 highway makes this car 
the big butch boyfriend who will always im-
press your friends, but like Audrey II in Little 
Shop of Horrors, you will need to constantly 
feed it, Seymour. For all the attention to de-
tail, the 300 has one of the most annoying turn 
signals I have heard as of late. And for all you 
audiophiles who really enjoy taking your mu-
sic with you, the USB/Aux In plugs are located 
right at your elbow, making it difficult to plug 
in and let go unless you have done your hot 

yoga for the last week or so.
And perhaps the biggest consideration: This 

is a really, really big car. All you urban types 
may want to get the 300 and keep it at the 
estate out in the woods, because this car is 
not going to fit easily in San Francisco, Seattle, 
Chicago or any place where being hip comes 
with a monthly public transportation pass.

That said, I love this car. It is fun to drive, 
even with AWD in adverse weather. Image is 
still important to most people when they buy a 
car, and assuming cost is no object for your im-
age, this is the one that will get you noticed …

… and hopefully not because you got it 
stuck in the drive-thru at Dairy Queen.

Visit www.Gaywheels.com.
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That’s so gay: 
2015 Chrysler 300 is as 
big and butch as you are
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Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.

Charles Jones
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www.nfwchicago.com
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Gay owned and operated 
Chicago small business 

since 2007

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects 
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    Laminate, Carpet,  
     Vinyl and Tile.
      Window Covering 
       Projects from 
         Shades to 
          Shutters to 
          Draperies.

We Bring the Showroom To You®

Schedule a Free Estimate
Mention this ad for 

a 20% discount

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Rite On! Ceremonies

Deb Rostorfer, M. Div., Wedding Officiant

riteonceremonies.com  •  312-547-0725

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 779-8707

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

2015 Chrysler 300. 
Photos from Gaywheels.com
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Bernie 
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The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
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33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
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We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

Clark Hill is an entrepreneurial, full service law firm that provides 
business legal services, government & public affairs, and personal 
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Washington, D.C. and West Virginia, Clark Hill has more than 300 
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clarkhill.com
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& York
Attorneys At Law
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www.guidedpathpsychologicalservices.com

Whether you are just acquainting with 
your gender identity, struggling with 
a gender transition, confused about 
your sexuality or you may be facing 

issues in an existing relationship, 
Guided Path can help.

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 206
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(312) 623-0502
dr.edwardfajardo@gmail.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Look for Dr. Edward Fajardo on Facebook
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DENVER
P R I D E
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Saturday
JUNE 20

Sunday
JUNE 21

10:00 am  Big Gay 5K

12:00 pm   Kids Parade  
and Family  
Activities

2:00 pm  Women’s Rally

9:30 am    CoorsLight  
                 PrideFest  
                 Parade

12:00 pm Pride Rally

Discover PrideFest in the heart of downtown Denver. Join 
the two-day celebration that includes family activities, live 
music, a festive parade, dancing and entertainment. And 
while you’re in The Mile High City, explore Denver after 
dark. Check out the hottest restaurants, craft breweries, 
cocktail lounges and dance clubs.

Show your pride June 20–21. VISITDENVER.com/LGBT

Safety: 10 x 13.5 
Pub puts a .75” border all aroundVD: FY15 FP4C Pridefest  
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