
 “We’re a lot of little movements within a movement and we 
intersect and come together when there’s something that re-
ally can affect all of us. And what happens - and sometimes it 
gets noisy and sometimes it can get a little tense – is we do 
educate each other, eventually, on our issues. And I think that 
transgender activists have done an enormous amount really 
helping to educate not just the wider world, but people within 
the gay community. And I think a lot more of that has to hap-
pen; I think a lot of us as gay men need to be educated about 
women’s issues - and lesbians have done that, but we need 
to educate each other about that, too,” he said. “So I think 
we do come together as one, but I think the differences are 
important, because it helps us to educate each other, too, and 
to be able to then speak to these issues in the wider public.”

Signorile added, “Writing this book, I wouldn’t know how 
to address some of the issues regarding transgender rights if 
women and transgender people did not educate me about some 
of those.”

The internal structural fights and caveats that oftentimes 
separate us as facets of the larger LGBT scope are nothing 
in comparison to what happens throughout the patchwork of 
states regarding civil rights laws.

“We need to fight in the states in a big way. Because as 
long as our enemies are able to organize in one place they’re 
organizing everywhere against us; they’re still promoting hate, 
and they’re still affecting young people and putting out the 
idea that it’s shameful to be gay. No matter where those young 
people live, right? Even if they’re in a state where there are 

protections, we’re still seeing kids who have supportive par-
ents and they’re taking their lives…So this hate being out 
there, anywhere, affects all of us,” Signorile said.

Signorile added that there is an ongoing need to focus media 
attention on real representation.

“Really focusing on culture, both media and popular culture, 
to represent us in a real way and not in the sort of what I call 
‘the comfort way,’ which is just sanitized and nice and sexless, 
and, you know, not really showing full diversity. It hurts us in 
so many ways, because it doesn’t reflect who we are, but - you 
can point to how it affects us with regard to HIV - it’s not even 
existent in the lives of characters on television who are gay; 
young people who are gay really face the reality of it, but they 
don’t really get that message that it’s a real issue,” he said.

Verbiage has a tendency to get in the way at times – a sure 
sign that the overall movement is growing and maneuvering 
into its older skin.

“Words can be a tricky thing, because you don’t want to 
make people invisible, while at the same time it can be cum-
bersome to just say something over and over again,” he said.

Signorile speaks of the proverbial “glass closet” in his book; 
a “safe” space that is really unsafe for everyone involved.

“It’s really so important for young people to see these public 
figures who are open and comfortable and who thrive and do 
well. I think that’s the important thing for them to see and 
when they look at what we call the ‘glass closet’ and they 
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reminds us why 
‘It’s Not Over’

Sirius XM radio personality and HuffPost Gay Voices vertical editor 
Michelangelo Signorile begins his book “It’s Not Over” with a word 
of caution: he is not going to please everyone. In fact, he makes 
this point abundantly clear when he explains that there are trans 
issues he can’t personally speak to, women’s issues he can’t right-
fully construct on his own, and a plethora of dialogue that still 
needs to exist outside of the realm of literature to make sense of 
the most common threads that unite (and divide) us all. The LGBT 
umbrella is vast and inclusive, but also narrow and limiting.  

By SArAH TOce
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CHICAGO—The 750 Club Apartment Adop-
tion Project, a new Chicago effort launched 
in December to provide private apartments for 
youth moving out of transitional housing, has 
announced the first apartment adoption. The 
project was initiated at the LGBTQ Homeless 
Youth Summit hosted in 2014 by Windy City 
Times newspaper.

The 750 Club is named for the average 
monthly rental amount utilized by homeless-
serving agencies. In this first success story, a 
young lesbian couple are the beneficiaries of 
donations from two dozen people and a foun-
dation supporting the project.

Keonza, 20, and Khanija, 21, have been a 
couple since 2011, when they met as students 
at Percy L. Julian High School on the Far South 
Side of Chicago.

“This apartment will keep us safe,” Keonza 
said. “It will provide consistency and stability.” 
Khanija added that it will help them both be 
able to work on their education and hold down 
jobs. They have been navigating living on the 
streets and in the shelter system.

Keonza said her family does not support her 
relationship with Khanija, and Khanija’s family 
is unable to provide any financial support. “We 
don’t have other people,” said Keonza, who at 
one point was also in the foster care system in 
Illinois. “All of our other options would keep 
us apart.”

Funds were raised through The 750 Club, with 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago as fiscal agent. 
The funds are distributed to an existing youth 
homeless agency that has case managers to 
supervisor scattered-site housing. Keonza and 
Khanija were selected by La Casa Norte’s case 
manager as the first young people to benefit 
from the program.

Several individuals and businesses have do-
nated supplies to get the women started in 
their new apartment. They could still use ba-
sic kitchen and home supplies, gift cards for 
cleaning and food. They also asked for small 
shelves, as well as a laptop computer—both 
women have been writing since they were 
much younger, and they hope to continue as 
writers of poetry, fiction and nonfiction. 

Keonza also would like to study psychology 
and cosmology, and Khanija, who works in hos-

pitality, would like to work in sports adminis-
tration.

“It was wonderful to meet Keonza and Khani-
ja,” said Tracy Baim, publisher of Windy City 
Times. Baim is overseeing the project, and is 
seeking help from team captains willing to re-
cruit friends to commit to raising $25-$75 a 
month each for two years. “These two young 
women don’t have the family and social net-
work of support many of us rely on. I especially 
enjoyed discussing their dreams of being writ-
ers. We need to help our youth with aspira-
tional thinking, not just survival skills.”

“There is a huge need for more resources for 
youth experiencing homelessness,” said Sol 
Flores, executive director of La Casa Norte. “Un-
fortunately, numbers continue to rise across 
our region. In addition to emergency respons-
es, such as shelters, youth also need longer-
term housing options that will allow them to 
focus on education, employment, and building 
the skills they will need to succeed in adult-
hood. They need a stable support system that 
will allow them to take risks and try new things 
in a health and safe environment. The 750 Club 
is a really exciting opportunity because it al-
lows interested individuals across our city to 
come together and make a difference, here is 
one clear example of ending youth homeless-
ness—this is how the work gets done.”

The 750 Club aims to provide additional scat-
tered-site housing to unstably housed youth 
who are in school or working at least part-time. 
There is a special focus on LGBTQ youth, but 
the program is not exclusive. The longterm goal 
of The 750 Club is to take that same amount 
per month and put that toward building tiny 
homes in Chicago.

Studies show that stable housing is a basic 
necessity to maintain health and safety. With-
out it, youth have difficulty attending school, 
finding and keeping jobs, eating right, staying 
healthy, and more.

Online donations and monthly pledges can be 
done via the AFC website, tinyurl.com/Apart-
mentAdopt .

For landlords interested in donating the use 
of an apartment at no or low-cost, please con-
tact Baim to discuss options. Email: editor@
windycitymediagroup.com .

By MATT SIMONeTTe

A Chicago couple, on April 12, found them-
selves in the spotlight when their engagement 
was referenced in the video that officially an-
nounced Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential bid.

Jared Milrad and Nathan Johnson, who live 
in Uptown, were among myriad Americans de-
picted in the video who were preparing to un-
dergo change of some sort, all of which led up 
to Clinton’s stated change—her run for presi-
dent.

“I’m getting married this summer to someone 
I really care about,” Milrad, an attorney and 
community activist, said in the video. John-
son, who he met in 2008, works as a health-
care consultant.

They initially didn’t know what specific pur-
pose the video was produced for, just that it 
had something to do with Hillary Clinton.

“A friend who works for an advocacy orga-
nization, Organizing for Action, reached out 
to us after hearing we were getting married,” 
Milrad explained. “She said that her friend was 
working on a video about people undergoing 
big life changes. We’d been to a Hillary Clinton 
event, and she thought we’d be a good fit to 

talk about our upcoming wedding.”
The wedding will be held in Montrose Harbor 

this summer, with the reception on the rooftop 
deck at Center on Halsted. They extended an 
invitation to Clinton, whose organization sent 
back congratulations but was obviously non-
committal about an RSVP.

“We addressed it with a ‘plus-one,’ so she 
could include Bill, Chelsea or 50 Secret Service 
agents,” Johnson said, laughing.

The video was “really special to the both of 
us,” Milrad noted. “It’ll be something to tell 
our kids and grandkids about, for a number of 
reasons. First, it’s potentially the first female 
president, and second, it’s the first time a same 
sex couple has been included in a presidential 
announcement in this manner.”

Johnson added, “It sounds funny, but we 
were honored to be included as ‘everyday’ 
Americans.  Ultimately the whole goal is to 
be ordinary like anyone else, walking our dog 
and holding hands in the video, along with all 
these other people who are going through life 
changes too.”

The video also featured a Los Angeles-based 
lesbian couple, Christy Spitzer and Kassie 
Thornton, preparing for their wedding as well.

Chicago couple part of Hillary 
Clinton announcement
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Nathan Johnson and Jared Milrad. 
Photo by Matt Simonette

Survey: LGBTs live
mainly on coasts

A new analysis of Gallup survey data offers 
the most detailed estimates yet about where 
LGBT people live, according to The New York 
Times.

The Gallup analysis finds the largest con-
centrations in the West—and not just in the 
expected places like San Francisco and Port-
land, Oregon. Among the nation’s 50 largest 
metropolitan areas, Denver and Salt Lake City 
are also in the top 10.

On the other hand, some of the East Coast 
places with famous gay neighborhoods, in-
cluding in New York, Miami and the District 
of Columbia, have a smaller percentage of 
their population who identify as gay—rough-
ly average for a big metropolitan area. The 
least gay urban areas are in the Midwest and 
South.

Nationwide, according to the poll, 3.6 per-
cent of adults consider themselves gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgender. And even the 
parts of the country outside the 50 biggest 
metropolitan areas have a gay population 
(about 3 percent) not so different from some 
big metropolitan areas.

The original article is at http://www.ny-
times.com.

Election dates set
for Schock seat;
ex-U.S. rep sued

Gov. Bruce Rauner has issued amended 
writs of election to fill the vacancy result-
ing from the resignation of former U.S. Rep. 
Aaron Schock.

The date for the Special Primary Election 
is July 7, and the date for the Special Gen-
eral Election is Sept. 10. The writs have been 
modified from their original filing after a fed-
eral judge approved a consent decree to com-
ply with the federal Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act.

In other Schock-related news, some of his 
donors are suing him, arguing that he mis-
represented himself as an honest and ethical 
politician during his campaign, according to 
Time.com.

The class-action lawsuit seeks refunds for 
thousands of the Illinois Republican’s donors 
who were allegedly swindled by a “campaign 
full of corruption and lies about his integ-
rity,” the plantiffs’ law firm stated. Filed on 
April 14 in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois, the lawsuit is 
based on racketeering and common-law 
fraud, among other things.

The original article about the lawsuit is 
at http://time.com/3822715/aaron-schock-
class-action-lawsuit/.

Keonza and Khanija. 
Photo by Tracy baim
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By LISA KeeN

When the Supreme Court of the United States 
hears arguments next Tuesday about marriage 
for same-sex couples, there is much more on 
the line than whether states can ban the li-
censing and recognition of marriage for same-
sex couples. The court could also decide what 
level of judicial scrutiny must be applied to 
laws that seek to disadvantage LGBT people. 
At a time when some states are seeking to 
pass laws that enable people to discriminate 
by simply expressing a “religious” motivation, 
such a ruling could have far-reaching implica-
tions. And even beyond the law, a ruling that 
allowed discrimination against LGBT people 
under some circumstances or in some places 
could stall momentum that has been clearly 
building in favor of greater acceptance of LGBT 
people and their families.

To help readers prep for the April 28 argu-
ment and the crush of media reporting on the 
case, the following is a quick guide to the is-
sues, the attorneys, and what to listen for:

When: Tuesday, April 28, from 10 a.m. EDT. 
The oral arguments are not broadcast, but there 
will be many television and radio news outlets 
reporting on the arguments as soon as they are 
completed at 12:30 p.m. An audio recording 
and transcript of the arguments will be avail-
able on the Supreme Court’s website by 2 p.m.

case name: The appeal being heard is a con-
solidation of four cases, Obergefell v. Hodges  
(Case No. 14-556), from Ohio; Tanco v. Haslam 
(Case No. 14-562), from Tennessee; DeBoer v. 
Snyder (Case No. 14-571), from Michigan; and 
Bourke v. Beshear (Case No. 14-574), from Ken-
tucky.

Issue in play: The main issue is whether 
states can discriminate against same-sex cou-
ples regarding the licensing and recognition of 
marriage. 

Questions the court poses: The court broke 
the issue into two questions: Question 1: Does 
the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
require a state to license a marriage between 
two people of the same sex? Question 2: Does 
the 14th Amendment require a state to rec-
ognize a marriage between two people of the 
same sex when their marriage was lawfully li-
censed and performed out-of-state? 

Petitioners bringing the appeal: There are 
28 plaintiffs (called “petitioners” when ap-
pealing to the Supreme Court) from four states. 
The Michigan case arose when a lesbian couple 
sought to adopt children together but were 
prevented from doing so because that state’s 
law allows only married persons to adopt chil-
dren. The Ohio lawsuit involves 12 plaintiffs 
denied rights in three different circumstances: 
while seeking a death certificate that identi-
fied the deceased’s spouse, while seeking a 
birth certificate that listed both legal parents, 
and seeking recognition of marriage licenses 
obtained in other states. The Tennessee law-
suit was brought by three same-sex couples 
who married while living in other states, then 
moved to Tennessee. And the Kentucky lawsuit 
was filed on behalf of four same-sex couples 
married in other states who sought recognition 
from Kentucky.

States defending the bans: They are Ken-
tucky, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee. They are 
among the 13 states that still enforce bans 
against same-sex marriage. But if the bans are 
upheld, another 10 states would likely re-start 
enforcement of bans that have been struck by 
other circuits. 

Attorneys arguing Question 1:
For same-sex couple plaintiffs: The attor-

ney will be Mary Bonauto, civil rights direc-

tor of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders. 
Bonauto led the successful lawsuit that estab-
lished the right to marry for same-sex couples 
in Massachusetts, the first state to issue mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. This is her 
first time arguing before the Supreme Court. 
(She has 30 minutes)

For the United States: U.S. Solicitor Gen-
eral Donald Verrilli is expected to present the 
U.S.’s position against state bans on same-sex 
marriage.  In 2013, Verrilli argued against the 
Defense of Marriage Act in U.S. v. Windsor and 
against California’s ban on same-sex marriage 
in Hollingsworth v. Perry. (15 minutes)

For states seeking to retain the bans: Jo-
seph Whalen is one of two associate solicitors 
general for Tennessee. Whalen argued for Ten-
nessee’s ban before the Sixth Circuit, saying 
it is rational to limit marriage to opposite-sex 
couples because only opposite-sex couples can 
procreate accidentally. This is his first time ar-
guing before the Supreme Court. (45 minutes)

Attorneys arguing Question 2:
For same-sex couple plaintiffs: The attor-

ney will be Douglas Hallward-Driemeier, part-
ner at prominent conservative-leaning Ropes & 
Gray and head of its Supreme Court practice.  
He served as assistant to Republican Solicitor 
General Paul Clement during the administra-
tion of President George W. Bush and handled 
Supreme Court litigation for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. An article in the Journal of 
Law for Emory University School of Law said 
Hallward-Driemeier ranked 26th among the 
most frequent Supreme Court advocates be-
tween 2000 and 2012, having argued 13 cases. 
(30 minutes)

For states seeking to retain the bans: The 
attorney will be John Bursch, special assistant 
attorney general and former solicitor general of 
Michigan. Bursch did not argue the case before 
the Sixth Circuit. Michigan’s primary argument 
has been that the democratic process allows 
“the people get to decide what marriage is.” 
Bursch has argued eight cases before the Su-
preme Court and is fond of bow ties. (30 min-
utes)

History behind the appeal: In early June 
2013, only 12 states had paved the way for 
same-sex couples to obtain marriage licenses. 
On June 26 of that year, the high court made 
that 13 by letting stand a Ninth Circuit rul-
ing against California’s ban. It did not rule 

whether California’s ban was unconstitutional; 
it ruled only that the party who brought an 
appeal seeking to defend the ban did not have 
legal standing to do so. That prompted mar-
riage equality supporters to file lawsuits in ev-
ery other state that had a ban, with the aim of 
putting another case in front of the Supreme 
Court seeking a ruling on merits.

Four federal appeals courts ruled that the 
state bans are unconstitutional, and the Su-
preme Court declined to hear those appeals 
last fall. But then one circuit, the Sixth Circuit, 
ruled the bans to be constitutional, and that 
essentially forced the Supreme Court to step 
in and resolve the conflict among the appeals 
courts.

What are the stakes? The decision in this 

case has the potential to reach far beyond 
marriage in two ways. First, if equal protec-
tion applies to same-sex couples under mar-
riage laws, then LGBT people could presumably 
rely on existing laws for equal protection in 
other arenas, including employment, public ac-
commodations, and adoption. And, second, in 
deciding this case, the court dictate what level 
of judicial scrutiny all courts must apply to 
laws that discriminate against people based on 
sexual orientation. The argument brief submit-
ted by Verrilli and the Department of Justice 
urges the court to use “heightened scrutiny,” 
an intermediate level of judicial review that is 
easier to meet than “strict scrutiny,” but much 
more difficult to satisfy than mere “rational” 
review, which most courts use now. 

Details of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s
marriage hearing set

Attorney Douglas Hallward-Driemeier. 
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Chicago rally 
planned during 
court hearing

On Tuesday, April 28, the Supreme Court 
will hear oral arguments about striking down 
bans on same-sex marriage in four states, 
with a decision expected in June.

Chicago LGBTA activists plan to hold a rally 
that same day at Federal Plaza, 50 W. Adams 
St., at 5 p.m., joining activists from other 
states. Gay Liberation Network, Affinity Com-
munity Services, The Civil Rights Agenda, 8th 
Day Center for Justice and Marriage Equality 
USA are co-hosting the Chicago event.

More details will be announced as they 
become available. Those would like to 
help organize the Chicago rally should 
email LGBTliberation@aol.com, or go to 
the Facebook event (www.facebook.com/
events/1606362122931865/) and message 
the hosts.

Bayard Rustin event
April 25 at church

An event focused on civil-rights icon Ba-
yard Rustin will take place 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. on Saturday, April 25, at University 
Church, 5655 S. University Ave.

Walter Naegle, Rustin’s partner, will be the 
keynote speaker. Panelists Jamie Frazier of 
The Lighthouse Church of Chicago, Kim L. 
Hunt of Affinity  Community Services and 
community organizer Veronica Morris Moore 
will ponder his life and legacy as well as 
community organizing today—and tomor-
row.

Other activities will include a screening of 
Brother Outsider, a documentary about Rus-
tin’s life. A continental breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. Sponsors include the Bayard 
Rustin Society at Chicago Theological Semi-
nary, University Church, Chicago Metropoli-
tan Association of United Church of Christ 
and Affinity.

Email at bayardrustinsociety@gmail.com 
or visit www.facebook.com/BayardRustinSo-
ciety.

http://www.flwright.org


By cArrIe MAXWeLL

Sidney Abbott, 77, a longtime New York City-
based lesbian-feminist activist, died April 15 
in a house fire in Southold, Suffolk County, New 
York. The cause of the fire is currently under 
investigation.

She co-authored a ground-breaking book with 
Barbara Love in 1971, Sappho Was a Right-on 
Woman: A Liberated View of Lesbianism.

Abbott was born July 11, 1937, in Washing-
ton, D.C., to a military family. Her father went 
to West Point and later was an aide to Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur during World War II. 

Abbott attended Smith College for three 
years before graduating from the University 
of Albuquerque, New Mexico, with a bachelor’s 
degree in art history in 1961. She studied ur-
ban planning in graduate school at Columbia 
University. 

Abbott is survived by her nephew, David Ab-
bott, of Brooklyn and a sister-in-law, Jane Ab-
bott. She is also survived by her dog, Missy, 
and peacock, Henrietta.

Abbott joined the National Organization for 
Women (NOW) in 1969 and was one of the first 
people to speak out about the rights of lesbi-
ans to other NOW members. She was on the 
founding board of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force and was a member of the Lavender 
Menace. She also founded the Women’s Rights 
are Human Rights nonprofit.

Her personal archives are in the Sophia Smith 
Collection at Smith College and the Radcliffe 
College feminist collection of NOW biographies.

Abbott was a program developer for two de-
partments in the New York City government and 
was the first openly gay person appointed to 
the community planning board by the Manhat-
tan Borough President. 

“Sidney was a great person with a big heart 
and a very big part of my life,” said Barbara 
Love; vice-president of development at the Vet-
eran Feminists of America (VFA), author and 
longtime close friend. “In fact, I spoke to her 
just an hour before the fire and she was in good 
spirits at the time. I met her in 1967 and we 
lived together for several years. It was at that 
time that we wrote our book together which 
was the first non-fiction book to depict lesbi-
ans in a positive light.

“We were out and proud lesbians when it 
wasn’t fashionable to do so and we fought 
for lesbian acceptance within the women’s 
movement particularly within NOW. She was a 
great storyteller and would regale us with very 
detailed stories about everything. She was a 
quintessential conversationalist. She leaves a 
hole in my heart and I will miss her terribly.” 

Jackie Ceballos—former president of New 
York NOW and a founder and former president 
of VFA for 20 years—said of her friend, “I’ve 
known Sidney since the beginning of  NOW. We 
met in 1967 and worked together as activists 
for many years. Sidney was always level-head-
ed and worked from within to change the way 
NOW interacted with the lesbian movement. 

She was always a unifying force within the 
feminist and lesbian worlds and was one of the 
people who opened up Betty Friedan and other 
straight feminists to the lesbian world. It was 
a shock to me when I heard that she died in 
such a horrible way. She was a darling person 
and unifying force in so many ways. I will miss 
her very, very much.”

“In 1995, Barbara arranged for Sidney to 
move into my apartment and I was glad to have 
her come live with me because she was able to 
do things on the computer that I couldn’t,” 
said Joan Nixon, former aide to U.S. Rep. Bella 
Abzug and a longtime friend of Abbott. “Be-
fore I realized I was a lesbian I got Sidney’s 
book and after I read it everything changed 
for me. Her book opened my eyes to the con-
cept of women loving other women and it was 
then that I realized that this applied to me. 
We spoke the morning of her death and at that 
time she was in great spirits and was looking 
forward to the next chapter of her life. She is 
finally free of the lift chair that confined her 
during the last years of her life. I feel that Sid-
ney’s spirit is with me, that she hasn’t gone 
away and will always be with me. She was a 
wonderful, sharp person and I look forward to 
celebrating her life in the years to come.”

Eleanor Pam, Ph.D.—president of VFA and a 
professor emerita from City University of New 
York—said Abbott “was a very old and dear 
friend whom I’ve known for almost five de-
cades. We met during the early days and work 
of Second Wave Feminism. She was a double 
pioneer as an advocate for women’s rights as 
well as lesbian rights. She was a passionate, 
brilliant, effective and extraordinary force for 
human rights. Sidney was a smart and articu-
late activist with a keen sense of justice. She 
had an instinctive reflexive antipathy towards 
injustice against which she moved forcefully. 
She leaves a gap among her friends who loved 
her dearly and I will miss her forever.”

Memorial services are pending. Abbott’s ash-
es will be buried in Long Island, New York.

Longtime lesbian feminist
Sidney Abbott dies

By MATT SIMONeTTe

Cardinal Francis George, the former arch-
bishop of Chicago, died April 17 at his home, 
after a long battle with cancer. He was 78.

His death was announced by his successor, 
Archbishop Blase Cupich, in a press confer-
ence at Holy Name Cathedral, The Chicago 
Tribune reported.

“A man of peace, tenacity and courage has 
been called home to the Lord,” Cupich said. 
“Let us heed his example and be a little more 
brave, a little more steadfast and a lot more 
loving. This is the surest way to honor his 
life and celebrate his return to the presence 
of God.”

While loved by many throughout the city, 
George had a tumultuous relationship with 
Chicago’s LGBT community. He was firmly op-
posed to marriage equality, and published 
several articles that took the community to 
task for what he perceived to be overly ag-
gressive stances in their advocacy. At the 
same time, he did occasionally meet with ac-
tivists or LGBT individuals about pertinent is-
sues. In 2014, for example, he met with Colin 
Colette, a church musical director who was 
fired from his post, allegedly for announc-
ing his marriage to his same-sex partner. No 
resolution ever came about from the meet-
ing, however.

Activist Joe Murray, of the Rainbow Sash 
Movement (RSM), said in a statement, “Our 
prayers are with the family of Cardinal George 
at this time, and it is our hope he rests in 
peace, but Chicago’s LGBT community bore 
the brunt of his war on LGBT people, and I 
think he will not be missed in that commu-
nity. George was a human being and as such 
he had his faults as well as his gifts.”

Murray said that George will “most prob-
ably be remembered for his war on LGBT 
rights, and his handling of the clergy sexual 
abuse.”

In 2013, Murray, as well as members of 
RSM and Gay Liberation Network, protested 
George’s appearance at the 25th anniversary 
of the Archdiocesan Gay and Lesbian Out-
reach. Murray attended the service, stand-
ing with his back to the archbishop through 
much of it, then went up to take commu-
nion, which George refused. George had also 
denied Murray communion on previous occa-
sions.

Chris Pett, spokesman for the Dignity/
Chicago, remembered George as “a decent, 
respectful and polite man, who said he was 
interested in dialogue with us, with whom 
we frequently agreed to disagree.”

Pett noted, for example, that George fre-
quently reached out to the late James Bus-
sen, a prominent Dignity/Chicago leader, 
when Bussen was gravely ill. “He called Jim 
frequently, to offer him his support,” Pett 
noted.

But Pett said that George would leave be-
hind a “mixed legacy, because of his unwill-
ingness to consider another perspective. He 
said that he was interested in dialogue, but 
then would make statements like when he 
compared the Pride Parade to a KKK rally.”

On Christmas Day, 2011, George was dis-
cussing the subsequent re-routing of the 
Pride Parade, and how that would affect 
church services in Lake View. He told Fox 32, 
“You know, you don’t want the gay liberation 
movement to morph into something like the 
Ku Klux Klan, demonstrating in the streets 
against Catholicism.”

George apologized for the remarks the fol-
lowing month.

Pett said that, for now, the Church will have 
to do more to bring back and reconcile LGBT 
members it has alienated from the church, as 
well as their family members, many of whom 
stand by their loved ones.

“Those [stances] have a great impact on a 
parent,” he added. “[George] said he wanted 
the conversations, but you can’t have it both 
ways, saying that, ‘We love you and will pro-
vide care for you, but you can’t live the truth 
of your lives.’ … We know what the truth of 
our lives is.”

Dignity/Chicago continues to hope for 
positive change, as Pope Francis has “at 
least changed the tone” of many dialogues 
throughout the Church, Pett said, adding 
that the organization will also try to meet 
with Cupich in the upcoming months.
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Sidney Abbott.
Photo courtesy of Veteran Feminists of America

Activists look back
on George’s legacy

cardinal Francis George.
Photo by Tracy baim

Or Chadash
gala on April 25
 The LGBT-inclusive Congregation Or Cha-
dash will hold its 40th-anniversary area 
Saturday, April 25, 6-10:30 p.m., at the 
Hotel Allegro, 171 W. Randolph St.
 The congregation will honor the service 
and commitment of cantorial soloist Judith 
Golden and founding members Bob Cohn 
and Frank Nussbaum. There will also be 
hors d’oeuvres, dinner, music and a silent 
auction.
 Visit www.orchadash.org.

http://www.rolfefoundation.org


By GreTcHeN rAcHeL HAMMOND

Despite their stringent denials, U.S. Christian 
Conservatives such as Rev. Rick Warren of Cali-
fornia’s Saddleback Church and Truth Abiding 
Ministries President Scott Lively have under-
taken a multi-year mission to convince the 
people, leaders and lawmakers of African na-
tions to join them in and even legislate for 
an anti-LGBT ideology couched in fear and ha-
tred—one that is increasingly falling on deaf 
ears in Europe and the United States. 

A 2014 article in Mother Jones noted that, 
in 2009, Lively made a five-hour television 
broadcast in Uganda during which “he claimed 
that homosexuals were aggressively recruit-
ing Uganda’s children and argued that human 
rights protections shouldn’t be extended to 
these ‘predatory’ figures.” 

Warren has publicly stated his opinions about 
homosexuality. “I have all kinds of natural feel-
ings in my life,” he said. “But it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean I should act on every feeling.” 
While attempting to project a benign and char-
itable front behind his work in Africa according 
to a report issued last year by Political Research 
Associates during a 2008 visit to Uganda “War-
ren told the African press that ‘homosexuality 
is not a natural way of life and thus not a hu-
man right. We shall not tolerate this aspect at 
all.’ Pastor Warren left Uganda, but his power-
ful condemnation remained, recirculated in the 
Uganda media for years.”

The results which have taken root not only 
in Uganda but in nations across the continent 
have been devastating. Even before Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni signed a 2014 law 
punishing homosexual acts with life imprison-
ment, reports from the country detailed mob 
brutalization and the indiscriminate murder 
of LGBT people who now live in hiding and 
fear. In announcing his intention to sign off 
on the bill, Museveni’s words seemed uncan-
nily similar to statements made by American 
Conservative pastors like Warren and Lively. “I 
am convinced with the available information 
that these people are not born like that, they 
just learn and they can unlearn what they have 
learned,” Museveni said.

Anti-LGBT laws have since spread to coun-
tries such as Nigeria and Gambia. In tracking 
those laws in Africa that criminalize homosexu-
ality, the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) notes 
over 30 of Africa’s 54 nations with anti-gay 
laws on the books ranging from indeterminate 
lengths of imprisonment to the death penalty. 

In August 2015, Warren is going back to Afri-
ca. According to the Christian Post he will play 
host to “pastors and church leaders from all 
54 African nations” at a conference in Rwanda. 
The Saddleback Church describes it as part of 
Warren’s PEACE plan designed to address world 
problems such as “spiritual emptiness, self-
centered leadership, poverty, disease and il-
literacy.”

“The PEACE plan is about turning an audi-
ence into an army, consumers into contributors 
and spectators into participators,” the Saddle-
back’s website states.

To counter Warren’s armies, one United 
States organization—The Fellowship of Affirm-
ing Ministries (TFAM), which describes itself as 
a multi-denominational group of primarily Af-
rican-American Christian leaders and churches 
with the overriding purpose of moving towards 
a theology of radical inclusivity to serve all in 
need without prejudice or discrimination—has 
embarked upon  its own African mission: to 
attempt to minimize any further damage that 
Warren might inflict upon the continent’s LGBT 

people with their propagation of an opposite 
message of love and inclusion.

In a press release, TFAM stated that the orga-
nizations founder and presiding Bishop Rev. Dr. 
Yvette Flunder and Executive Director/Bishop-
elect, Pastor Joseph Tolton are engaged in a 

month-long tour of countries such as Rwanda, 
Cote D’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of Con-
go (“DRC”) and Kenya to “bring global atten-
tion to these human-rights issues in Africa, 
support affirming African organizations and 
local movements and promote governmental 
policies and the policies of organized religious 
structures that support LGBTI dignity, inclu-
sion, and justice.”

Both church leaders had been working with 
LGBTI people in Africa prior to the tour, which 
began on March 27 and will conclude on April 
29. Tolton spoke with Windy City Times from 
the Cote D’Ivoire.

“The tour has been very community-based 
and the strategy has been to reach out to 
mostly evangelical Pentecostal pastors who 
themselves have networks of pastors that they 
are in communion with,” he said. “We are pro-
viding outreach, teaching and training to call 
for a gospel of inclusion and for the continent 
to connect around issues of oppression at 
large. We’re talking about LGBTI exclusion, a 
lack of response to HIV/AIDS, structural pov-
erty and violence against women. The idea is 
to package these issues and show the common-
ality that all oppression is rooted in the same 
soil and to very clearly articulate the strategy 
of Conservative evangelicals who have created 
hostile environments. We want to try to expose 
how politicized that mission is and how they 
have globalized the culture war. Many of these 
Conservatives are the very same who support 
policies in America that are not beneficial to 
the lives and well-being of African-Americans.”

Tolton added that the reaction to the tour 
from churches in nations such as Rwanda has 
been interesting. “The mostly rural Pentecos-
tal Church of God Rwanda have fully embraced 
and welcomed the LGBTI community to the 
church,” he said. “It’s historic. It’s probably 
the first Pentecostal African denomination to 
open its doors affirmatively and without com-
promise.”

He added that the church’s position has led 
to introductory conversations in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. In Kenya a group of 
psychiatrists and clergy indicated to Tolton 
their desire to start a rescue center for abused 

women and people suffering from HIV/AIDS. 
The center would also serve as a safe space 
for LGBTI young people chased away from their 
homes and cut off from their families.

In Tolton’s opinion, Warren’s success in sow-
ing the seeds of LGBTI hatred in Africa is based 
around a tried and trusted historically effec-
tive strategy. “What he has been able to do 
is go places where there is economic despair 
and where people’s political aspirations around 
democracy have often been bashed,” he said. 
“When you give people a perverted sense of 
being empowered along with digging wells and 
building schools, you are bringing them a divi-
sive message but also a measure of hope that 
people latch onto.”

Tolton has seen first-hand how Warren’s mes-

sage has impacted LGBTI people living in the 
nation’s he has visited. “Rwanda is a place 
where there are no anti-sodomy laws,” he said. 
“But even in that type of an environment, 
where the government is moderate there are 
still pockets of hostility. In Kenya there was 
a thriving LGBTI nightlife but the Uganda bill 
next door shined such a light on East Africa 

that a lot of [the nightlife] has closed down in 
the last two years.” 

Chicago pastor and TFAM’s Midwest Regional 
Bishop Phyllis V. Pennese told Windy City Times 
that she believes Warren and the Saddleback’s 
African mission is based around the growing 
rejection of his ideology in the United States.

 “They are losing the fight here in the U.S. 
and are taking it to African people,” she said. 
“The whole notion that they believe they can 
win the fight there and so define African peo-
ple and people of African descent and divide us 
I find to be curious and distasteful.”

She asserted that TFAM will go on countering 
Warren with unified peace—a message she says 
is already taking hold in the African people 
despite the vitriol of their governments. “We 
realize that all of our struggles is one struggle 
with many fronts. Oppression, colonialism, rac-
ism—all of these things connect and intersect. 
The fight is against all forms of oppression no 
matter where they try to rear their heads in 
countries where they think they have an upper 
hand. Just as we are finding here in the US, 
more and more people in Africa are embracing 
inclusion rather than hate and division.” 

Tolton has his own message to Warren’s fol-
lowers. “There is a crisis in the United States 
that relates to African-American people,” he 
said. “Police brutality, mass incarceration and 
income inequality are huge and accelerated 
problems to the African-American community.  
There has been a lack of response by Saddle-
back to those issues. If in fact they do not 
have a strategy that deals with those issues, 
their intentions in Africa become obvious. I 
challenge Saddleback to challenge [Warren] to 
craft a strategy of supporting policies for the 
good health and welfare of African-Americans. 
I would encourage them to ask him to take the 
funds they are giving to Africa and give them 
to African-Americans to do the work [there]. 
Support us as we do right by our brothers and 
sisters on the ground.”

Windy City Times reached out to the Saddle-
back Church. There was no response to requests 
for an interview. 

For more information about the work of 
TFAM, visit http://www.radicallyinclusive.
com.
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Inclusive ministry
battles spread of LGBT
hatred in Africa

ACLU honors state 
Rep. Barbara 
Flynn Currie

More than 900 individuals gathered April 
17 at the Hilton Chicago to honor Barbara 
Flynn Currie as a longtime champion of hu-
man rights.

Currie, the first woman ever to serve as 
the Majority Leader of the Illinois House of 
Representatives, received the Roger Baldwin 
Award for Lifetime Achievement in recogni-
tion for her contributions throughout nearly 
three decades in the General Assembly.

Currie represents the 25th legislative dis-
trict in Hyde Park, a position she has held 
since her first election in 1978. Among her 
many accomplishments, Currie is remembered 
for having sponsored the first Illinois Free-
dom of Information Act.

Regular Rolling Stone contributor Matt 
Taibbi was the keynote speaker for the event.

State rep. Barbara Flynn currie.
Photo by Maude Carroll

Bishop-elect Joseph Tolton (in center). 
Photo from the Fellowship of Affirming Ministries

http://www.gaywineweekend.com


By MATT SIMONeTTe

In June 1969, Chicagoan Roger Goodman was 
in New York City, visiting a lover, Michael, with 
whom he was in a long-distance relationship. 
The two were walking through the West Village, 
in Sheridan Square, when they stumbled across 
an event that changed Goodman—and the en-
tire LGBT community—forever.

“We went out and found ourselves in the 
middle of a rebellion,” Goodman recalled. “It 
was the first night of the Stonewall uprising. 
Beer bottles were being thrown. Bricks were 
being thrown. Police were barricaded in the 
bar—they couldn’t get out.”

Goodman, 68, has been sick from AIDS-relat-
ed illnesses for some time. His prognosis is not 
good, and he told this reporter that doctors did 
not expect him to live through the spring. He 
has had HIV since 1982, and has been living 
with AIDS since 1995. A longtime resident of 
Rogers Park, he only recently moved along with 
his partner, Jerry Scholle, to Lake View, so the 
couple would be in close proximity to Good-
man’s physicians.

Stonewall was not the beginning, or end, of 
Goodman’s activism, however.

He first said he knew that he was gay at age 
three. “I knew that I was different then, and 
I knew that this difference had to be hidden 
at all costs,” Goodman, a native of New York 
City, said.

One of his first loves was music and he en-
rolled for undergraduate work at Oberlin Col-
lege, where he was the first person to publicly 
declare their homosexuality. Despite an intro-
verted disposition, he said, he felt the times 
called for someone to take a stand. After he 
came out, “My friend Bart shook me by the 
shoulders and said, ‘You can’t come out. Do 
you know what this campus is going to be like 
in 30 years because of this?’ Thirty years later, 
it was one of the queerest college campuses in 
the country.”

He moved to Chicago for graduate work at 
Northwestern University. Shortly after settling 
in Rogers Park, he took that fateful trip east to 
New York City, where he and Michael ended up 
at Stonewall.

“When the police raided the bar, people re-
fused to give up their IDs,” Goodman said. “It 
was illegal to be gay. Not just to have gay sex, 
to even be gay was illegal. It was a normal 
thing for police to raid bars. But the Stone-
wall Inn was making a payoff to the mafia, who 
owned the bar, and that payoff was to keep the 
raids from happening. The payoff didn’t hap-
pen, so the bar was raided. The corruption was 
outrageous.

“I don’t usually call it the Stonewall riots,” 
he added. “It was the Stonewall rebellion. Ri-
ots are chaotic and have no purpose. This had a 
great purpose, and I really believe that Stone-
wall was an end to shame.”

He knew that the uprising was going to be a 
major catalyst for change. “The people in the 
bar were drag queens, street people, people 
who were down and out. It was not a high-
class bar—very lower-class. There’s a myth, 
which I think is outrageous, that Stonewall 
had happened because Judy Garland had just 
died. That’s crazy. You don’t have a rebellion 
just because an actress died, no matter how 
iconic an actress she was. It bothers me when 
I hear that.”

Goodman admitted he didn’t know why that 
particular moment was different from all oth-
ers, why that night people decided to fight 
back.

“It just was different,” he said. “People had 
just had enough.”

Goodman returned to Chicago, but was un-
able to focus on his studies. “Music had left 
me, and I was just obsessed with politics. All 
music had gone out of my head. My department 
chair supported that and told me, ‘You’ll know 
when to come back.’”

He was one of the founders of the Chicago 
chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. Among 
their goals was extricating the city’s gay bars 
out from mob control.

 “There were no gay-owned gay bars. They 
were dark caves with water-down, super-ex-
pensive drinks. You could talk, but you couldn’t 
touch anyone. … The men in the Gay Libera-
tion Front decided this was intolerable. We 
started to boycott the bars until they really 
began losing money, and we were told that we 
had hits put out on us by the mafia, which I 
don’t doubt, because we were taking away all 
that business from them,” Goodman said.

By the early ‘70s, his musical inspiration had 
returned, so he went back to school and be-
came a music teacher and performer, special-
izing in harpsichord. Goodman did not hide 
his gayness from audiences either.  “My music 
became my politics. The music world is very 
homophobic, and (it was) rabidly homophobic 
back them. But I performed as a gay man, and 
it was very clear that I was performing as a 
gay man.”

He wore flowing robes and leather onstage, 
and was the first openly gay performer many 
in the audience had ever seen, he said. “I 
felt that that was my political call, to do that 
through my art.”

Goodman retired from teaching in 2010, af-
ter 23 years at DePaul University.

Citing his introversion, Goodman said he un-
dertook a more quiet form of activism during 
the early days of the AIDS crisis, though he 
was one of the founders of Bonaventure House, 
a facility for people living with the disease. In 
recent years, he also attempted to produce a 
documentary about that era, and how Chicago-
ans reacted to the crisis. “My [main] political 
work during the AIDS crisis was doing pastoral 
care. I was not a member of ACT UP. It just 
wasn’t my style.”

Goodman has for much of his life struggled 
with drug and sex addiction. In 2005, after a 
former partner found out that he was inject-

ing meth and threw him out, Goodman had a 
breakdown and was admitted first to the psy-
chiatric unit at Lakeshore Hospital, then the 
Valeo Pride program for LGBT persons in recov-
ery.

He has been in recovery ever since. “That’s a 
pretty big accomplishment, when you consider 
the statistics on recovery for crystal meth. 
Twenty percent in recovery for that make it in 
recovery without relapsing.”                       

Spirituality has long been an important part 
of his life. He had almost no engagement with 
Judaism, the religion he was born into, but 
Goodman eventually came close to becom-
ing an Episcopal priest. Church officials found 
many of his beliefs, many centered around the 
body, to be too unorthodox and he was not 
ordained.

“I’ve explored every major religion of the 
world, and now my spirituality is purely 12-
step spirituality,” Goodman said. “But my 
higher power is female and her name is Durga, 
the mother of the universe in Hinduism. She 
has protected me my entire life.”

He further described himself as a “tribal 
elder” of the LGBT community, although he 
said, “It doesn’t feel like a tribe anymore. It 
feels very mainstream and assimilated into the 

straight world. We create change and now the 
tribe is concerned with six-figure salaries, con-
dos on the lake, joining the best gyms, having 
two dogs and living in the suburbs.”

He and Scholle had a ring-exchanging cer-
emony in Los Angeles, but cannot get married, 
since Scholle is his paid-caretaker; Scholle 
would not qualify for compensation from Good-
man’s assistance if the two were legally wed. 
Goodman said that he has few regrets about 
that, however, and called his relationship with 
Scholle “the most fulfilling thing I’ve ever ex-
perienced.”

Indeed, one of Goodman’s favorite stories is 
how he and Scholle met on Match.com. After 
chatting online often, they decided to meet 
up. At the time, Goodman lived in Rogers Park 
and suggested that they meet at the Starbucks 
across from his apartment on Sheridan Road. 
Scholle then wrote back, and said that that he 
too lived on Sheridan Road, across from that 
Starbucks. They were in the same building, just 
two floors apart, all along.

“I feel really blessed,” Goodman said. “My 
life has always been blessed. But during these 
last years of recovery, I’ve really been blessed. 
My life has been so rich with relationships and 
career.”
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Gay activist reflects
on Stonewall,
music and recovery

roger Goodman.
Photo by Matt Simonette

AFC: Rauner gets
failing grades on
HIV/AIDS issues
By MATT SIMONeTTe
 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC), on April 
20, issued what officials called a “report 
card” on Gov. Bruce Rauner’s work on HIV/
AIDS issues during first 100 days in office. 
The document listed six different aspects of 
HIV/AIDS care for which the Rauner admin-
istration must be responsible, and gave F’s in 
all but one.

AFC has been aggressively lobbying against 
deep budget cut proposals that, if carried 
through, will sharply reduce access to ser-
vices for many Illinoisans.

“As a candidate, Bruce Rauner signaled his 
intentions to work for all Illinois residents,” 
said Ramon Gardenhire, AFC’s vice president 
of policy and advocacy, in a statement. 
“However, once sworn in as Governor his 
budget proposals would take Illinois in the 
wrong direction with regards to stopping new 
HIV infections and preserving critical pro-
grams and services for those living with HIV.” 

Those areas assessed include: protecting 
critical HIV/AIDS services and programs; 
making PrEP available to people who are vul-
nerable to HIV infection; fighting HIV/AIDS 
in the African-American and Latino commu-
nities; improving healthcare access; invest-
ing in LGBT homeless youth to reduce new 
infections; and community engagement and 
dialogue.

Rauner’s proposal featured a $6 million 
proposal to the HIV/AIDS budget item line. 
Numerous programs and agencies would be 
affected, among them an ambitious $1 mil-
lion program that would have increased 
access to PrEP. The proposal also reduced 
funding to the African-American HIV/AIDS 
Response Act Fund, which was at the heart 
of controversy in 2014 when the state failed 
to actually issue funds after awards to vari-
ous agencies had been announced.

The only non-failing grade AFC issued was a 
“B” in community engagement and dialogue. 
Rauner actually did meet with advocates 
from the LGBT community and appointed a li-
aison, J. Marcos Peterson. Peterson attended 
a community forum on the budget cuts on 
April 8 at the Center on Halsted, and said 
the administration was willing to engage in 
dialogue about the issue.

AIDS Foundation of Chicago and Affinity 
Community Services will host a state funding 
advocacy workshop on Saturday, May 2, and 
a Springfield Advocacy Day on Wed., May 13. 
Visit www.aidschicago.org/positivebudget.

30 Under 30 Awards 
seeks nominations
 CHICAGO—Windy City Times is seeking to 
recognize 30 more outstanding LGBT indi-
viduals (and allies) for its annual 30 Under 
30 Awards.
 Nominees should be 30 years or under as 
of June 30, and should have made some sub-
stantial contributions to the LGBT commu-
nity, whether in the fields of entertainment, 
politics, health, activism, academics, sports 
or other areas.
 The deadline to nominate individuals is Fri-
day, April 24.
 Individuals, organizations, co-workers, etc. 
can nominate a person by emailing Andrew@
WindyCityMediaGroup.com or faxed to An-
drew Davis’ attention to 773-871-7609. Self-
nominations are welcome. 
 The nomination should be 100 words or 
fewer, and should state what achievements or 
contributions the nominee has made. Nomi-
nators should include their own names and 
contact information as well as the contact 
information and the age of the nominee.
 Note: Following the policy instituted in 
2005, individuals can only win once. Those 
who have won the award since that year are 
ineligible for this year’s awards.
 Honorees will be notified in May and recog-
nized at a free ceremony Wed., June 24, at 
the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.

Queer Asian-
American archive 
event April 28
 “Preserving Community: Celebrating the 
Queer Asian-American Archive Project” will 
take place Tuesday, April 28, at the Daley Li-
brary at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC), 801 S. Morgan St., Room 1-470, 5:30-
6:30 p.m.
 Individuals connected with the project will 
officially transfer the collected oral histories, 
digital images and documents of Chicago i2i 
and Mango Tribe to the UIC Archives.
 The event is free and open to the public. 
The space is wheelchair-accessible, and at-
tendees are asked to refrain from wearing 
scents for this event. Those who need ac-
commodations should email lthomson@uic.
edu at least one week ahead of time.



By MATT SIMONeTTe

U.S. viewpoints about LGBT rights are signifi-
cant to political scientists because they reflect 
a widespread, and relatively sudden, turn-
around in opinion, according to experts.

“It’s probably as big a shift as we’ve seen in 
so short a time, as we’ve seen on any major is-
sue,” said John Poe of University of Kentucky. 
“The variables that used to explain a particular 
issue no longer do.”

One such session at the annual conference 
of the Midwest Political Science Association, 
held at the Palmer House Hilton from April 17, 
addressed how public opinion of LGBT rights 
affects behavior in the voting booth.

Melissa Michelson of Menlo College added, 
“People are changing their minds, so we’re try-
ing to see why, and see what we can do to 
hurry that along.”

John Hall of Auburn University said that, 
even in a school with a conservative student 
body, the majority of his students supported 
gay marriage.

But researchers are trying to address that 
dramatic shift by analyzing what factors play 
into that support. They’ve found that per-
ceptions of LGBT rights were influenced by a 
number of characteristics, among them overall 
knowledge about politics and civics, level of 
education, strength of political partisanship 
and commitment to political ideology. Also 
significant were framing of the issues—how 
they are portrayed in the media and public 
arena—as well as whether individuals have any 

particular contact with LGBT persons.
Opinions about LGBT rights from higher ranks 

of political parties still carry some weight with 
partisans, Menlo said. “We would expect that 
[such an opinion] would make more Republi-
cans think, ‘If Marco Rubio can think that, I 
can think that too.’”

Linda Rhodebeck of University of Louisville 
added that voters are more often comfortable 
expressing a value if it conforms to their par-
tisan identity.

Patricia Rodda of University of California at 
Irvine said that models for polling and opinion 
research don’t necessarily travel across nation-
al borders, however. She looked at a poll gaug-
ing support for LGBTs in Mexico, and said that 
many personal characteristics used to predict 
support from Americans “don’t have a signifi-
cant power in this model.” In the study Rodda 
utilized—which asked respondents if they’d be 
willing to have an LGBT person as a neighbor—
persons who indicated they were generally sup-
portive of political parties and community in-
stitutions were most likely to be receptive of 
such a neighbor.

Political-science 
panel addresses 
support of LGBT 
rights
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Name the Roman emperor 
who reigned from 218 to 222 

and was said to have lived a 
“decadent” life. His sexual 

orientation is often debated. He 
may even have married both men 

AND women. 

Answer on page 19

By MATT SIMONeTTe

A former staffer for U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin 
(D-WI) has filed an ethics complaint against 
the senator, who is openly gay, alleging that 
Baldwin and her chief of staff wrongfully ter-
minated her employment to cover up their own 
culpability in mishandling complaints at a Wis-
consin VA hospital.

Marquette Baylor— previously Baldwin’s dep-
uty chief for Wisconsin and head of her Milwau-
kee office—filed the complaint April 20 with 
the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Ethics. 
It alleges that Baldwin and her chief of staff, 
Bill Murat, initially did nothing in response to 
reports from the Veteran’s Affairs Office of the 
Inspector General (VA OIG) on overmedication 
and patient abuse at a VA hospital in Tomah, 
Wisconsin.

According to the complaint, Baldwin’s staff 
learned of the problems in late 2014, but did 
no follow-up. The OIG VA report became pub-
lic knowledge, however, in January, 2015. At 
that point Murat fired Baylor, allegedly offering 
her a generous severance package in exchange 
for her silence, but all the while spreading the 
word in political circles that she was respon-
sible for mishandling the complaints.

Baylor said that she refused the severance 
package, so Baldwin hired a law firm to prepare 
an internal report; it confirmed Baylor’s cul-
pability. Baylor also said that, upon learning 
of the OIG VA report in November, 2014, she 
and her staff actually drew up an extensive re-
sponse that Baldwin and Murat ignored.

“Senator Baldwin and her staff have dispar-
aged the truth in order to cover up Murat’s ac-
tions and to protect her political career,” Bay-

lor said in the complaint. “Had Murat, as the 
Chief of Staff, allowed me and other individuals 
to properly perform our roles, the issues sur-
rounding the Tomah VA Medical Center would 
have been identified and addressed long ago.”

The complaint was filed from a Republican 
law firm based in Kansas City, Missouri, accord-
ing to Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, which also 
reported that Baldwin, upon receiving the in-
ternal report, demoted Baylor’s superior, former 
State Director Doug Hill, and docked Murat one 
month’s salary.

“Senator Baldwin’s comments to the media 
imply that my actions were willful or unethi-
cal—therefore justifying my termination—and 
that the actions of Murat and Hill were not. 
The Senator has it backwards. It was me and 
my team who continually sought to address the 
Tomah VA issues and it was Murat who affir-
matively prevented us from doing so,” Baylor 
alleged in the complaint.  

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s story is at 
http://bit.ly/1cRSnGF.

Former Baldwin 
staffer lodges 
ethics complaint

Sen. Tammy Baldwin.

@windycitytimes1
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Conversion therapy’s
deadly outcomes
I wish Leelah Alcorn were alive today. 
 She would know how a petition on the White 
House website with 120,000-plus signatures 
calling for the enactment of “Leelah’s Law to 
Ban All LGBTQ+ Conversion Therapy” not only 
went viral across mainstream and social media 
internationally, but how President Obama and 
his administration swiftly supported the peti-
tion.
 “Tonight, somewhere in America, a young 
person, let’s say a young man, will struggle to 
fall to sleep, wrestling alone with a secret he’s 
held as long as he can remember. Soon, per-
haps, he will decide it’s time to let that secret 
out,” Obama’s statement read. “What happens 
next depends on him, his family, as well as his 
friends and his teachers and his community. 
But it also depends on us—on the kind of soci-
ety we engender, the kind of future we build.”
 Leelah’s memory will haunt us as a society 
until there’s change. Her suicide note sparked 
a movement to end conversion therapy (also 
known as “reparative therapy”). These pseudo-
therapies are motivated primarily by conserva-
tive religion-based homophobic and transpho-
bic therapies and ministries that are hell-bent 
on the idea that LGBTQ people can and should 
be made straight. 
 “If you are reading this, it means that I have 
committed suicide and obviously failed to de-
lete this post from my queue,” is how Leelah’s 
suicide note started. “To put it simply, I feel 
like a girl trapped in a boy’s body, and I’ve felt 
that way ever since I was 4. ... When I was 14, 
I learned what transgender meant and cried of 
happiness. After 10 years of confusion I finally 
understood who I was. I immediately told my 
mom, and she reacted extremely negatively, 
telling me that it was a phase, that I would 
never truly be a girl, that God doesn’t make 
mistakes, that I am wrong.” 
 In wanting to advance the civil rights cause 
of transgender people, Leelah (whose birth 
name was Joshua Ryan Alcorn)—who was a 

17-year-old trans female—left the following 
instructions:
 “I want 100% of the things that I legally own 
to be sold and the money be given to trans 
civil rights movements and support groups. ... 
Gender needs to be taught about in schools, 
the earlier the better. My death needs to mean 
something. My death needs to be counted in 
the number of transgender people who commit 
suicide this year. I want someone to look at 
that number and say “that’s f***ed up” and fix 
it. Fix society. Please. Goodbye.”
 Just seven years ago, the American Psycho-
logical Association put out an official position 
paper stating, “The longstanding consensus 
of the behavioral and social sciences and the 
health and mental health professions is that 
homosexuality per se is a normal and positive 
variation of human sexual orientation.”
 The negative health outcomes both emo-
tional and psychological these “conversion” 
programs exact are untold and include depres-
sion, anxiety, self-destructive behavior, sexual 
dysfunction, avoidance of intimacy, loss of 
faith and spirituality, and the reinforcement 
of internalized homophobia and self-hatred, to 
name a few.
 There are, however, still conservative groups 
proselytizing ex-gay rhetoric as both their 
Christian and patriotic duty.
 For example, there’s “Pray the Gay Away?,” 
an episode of the television series Our America 
with Lisa Ling that aired on OWN: Oprah Win-
frey Network in March 2011. Alan Chambers 
(then president of the renowned conversion-
therapy enterprise Exodus International) spoke 
about his sure-fire remedy for us LGBTQ “prodi-
gal” children, and how his organization can 
help us reconcile our faith, mend our sinful 
lives and finally walk away from our supposedly 
wrong “lifestyle” choice. Chambers is a married 
man with two adopted children, and is a pur-
ported ex-gay client himself.
 But in 2013 in a public mea culpa about con-
version therapies titled “I Am Sorry,” published 
on Exodus International website, Chambers 
wrote: 
 “For quite some time we’ve been imprisoned 
in a worldview that’s neither honoring toward 
our fellow human beings, nor biblical,” he 
wrote. “God is calling us to … welcome every-
one, to love unhindered. ... Please know that I 
am deeply sorry. I am sorry we promoted sexual 
orientation change efforts and reparative theo-
ries about sexual orientation that stigmatized 
parents.
 “I am sorry that when I celebrated a person 

coming to Christ and surrendering their sexual-
ity to Him that I callously celebrated the end 
of relationships that broke your heart. I am 
sorry that I have communicated that you and 
your families are less than me and mine. “
 For some of us in the LGBTQ community, 
Chambers’ apology was more than a day late 
and a dollar short—it was suspect. 
 Chambers’ act of contrition was suspect not 
only because of huge cultural and legislative 
changes made in support of LGBTQ rights, but 
also because Chambers always knew from his 
own first hand experience of same-sex attrac-
tion that one’s gay sexual orientation is never 
a choice and can never be “cured.”
 “Conversion” therapies are acts of rhetorical 
violence aimed squarely at LGBTQ people. They 
are also a tool used by right-wing religious 
organizations to raise money and advocate 
against LGBTQ rights. And with this money, 
these organizations are able to produce po-
litically and religiously biased agenda-driven 
(aptly abbreviated as “A.D.”) science like “re-
parative therapies,” attempting to justify them 
by presenting LGBTQ people as genetically 
flawed—a charge eerily reminiscent of the 
scientific racism and sexism that once under 
girded Blacks and women morally inferior due 
to supposed genetic flaws.
 With more and more ex-gay ministries not 
only losing potential clients and political lever-
age, but also losing monies reparative thera-
pies generate, there is a gradually shift from 
“curing” one’s LGBTQ sexual orientation to ab-
stinence from it. In other words, the theologi-
cal message that homosexuality is an abomina-
tion to God and is a sin remain intact, but more 
emphasis will be place on celibacy.
 An emphasis on a discipleship to celibacy 
is equally as harmful and damaging as ex-gay 
ministries. This message suggests we’re incur-
able and should execute control over our un-
godly desires.
 However, when we miss the essential point 
that human life is varied, precious and of equal 
worth, we ignore the unique gifts that each life 
brings to each other and to the world. 
 Ex-gay ministries like Exodus International, 
Restored Hope Network and  Focus on the Fam-
ily, to just name a few, should all fold because 
they don’t focus on families, but rather they 
blur the distinctiveness that makes us who we 
are. God created humanity as a tapestry of va-
riety: Diminishing that variety diminishes our-
selves. 
 That’s what Leelah was telling us.
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letters
Issues and answers

To the Editor:
 
The mayoral and aldermanic elections are over. 
Regardless of the outcome, we must now ad-
dress the task of building our community. The 
divisions based on race, gender, gender iden-
tity, income and age are so deep that we have 
forgotten our great awakening (Stonewall).
  Part of that community is dying on Halsted—
our cultural/political/spiritual life has forgot-
ten Stonewall. What can we do, if anything? 
There is always hope when linked to action.
 Many of our young people find themselves 
living on the street, forced into lives of pros-

titution to make a living in the shadow of the 
Center on Halsted. What are we, as a commu-
nity, doing to address this? Housing is fine, but 
that is only a bandage to cover the ugliness of 
their daily reality; jobs would be better. 
 In my conversations with some young peo-
ple, they feel hurt, broken, lost and forgotten 
by those who claim to be their mentors and 
protectors. They have no input into their own 
destiny. They see themselves as throwaway 
people.
 The elites in our community have forgotten 
that Stonewall was and is our hope to bring 
about change. Rather, they seem to put their 
energies into black-tie event and elite cocktail 
parties.
 So now the bars on Halsted are dying, more 

jobs will be lost.
 These politicians now want to move the Pride 
Parade without any serious input from the di-
versity that is the LGBT community.
 Certain people, in conjunction with the city, 
are planning a exclusionary meeting for the 
purpose of moving the LGBT Pride Parade to 
take place in the near future. They definitely 
have a dog in this fight.
  It’s far past the time that representatives 
from organizations and events such as Dyke 
March, Gay Liberation Network and others that 
have been excluded from such discussions be 
included—and, yes, bar owners because of the 
effect it will have on their businesses. 
   In this local post-election season I have one 
question: When will our gay aldermen develop 
a plan for the Chicago’s LGBT community that 
focuses on our huge unemployment rate?
Joe Murray
Chicago

Send columns or letters to Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be edited for brevity or clarity.
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By ScOTT c. MOrGAN
            
When Chicago playwright Laura Jacqmin got 
word that Rivendell Theatre Ensemble would 
produce the world premiere of her drama Look, 
we are breathing, there was only one person 
she wanted to helm the production—lesbian 
director Megan Shuchman.

“I just love working with [Shuchman],” Jac-
qmin said. “I think she’s one of the smartest 
directors in Chicago.”

Shuchman previously directed Jacqmin’s 
plays Dead Pile, Pluto Was a Planet and Dental 
Society Midwinter Meeting—the latter to such 
acclaim that it was given a quick revival by 
Berwyn’s 16th Street Theater in 2011 just a 
year after its world premiere at Chicago Drama-
tists. Shuchman had also directed two previ-
ous readings of Look, we are breathing in 2009 
for Chicago Dramatists and in 2010 for Theatre 
Seven, so it was only natural for Jacqmin to 
return to her frequent collaborator.

“We’ve really become deep collaborators over 
the past seven years, and I’m always hopeful 
that I can direct Laura’s work,” Shuchman said. 
“I think that it’s really unique to find an artist 
that you mesh so well with and you really kind 
of speak a similar language and it makes the 
whole process feel really collaborative and that 
you have a teammate.”

With 11 years in arts education working pri-
marily with teenagers and her current day job 
as an associate education director for Steppen-
wolf for Young Adults, Shuchman hopes that 
her experiences prove particularly helpful to 
Jacqmin’s Look, we are breathing, since it fo-
cuses on how three women react to the death 
of Mike (Brendan Meyer), a teenager killed in a 
drunken-driving accident.

“There’s a 17-year-old boy who is in the play, 
but you learn from the very beginning that 
he has died and it’s flashbacks and a series 
of memories that have to do with the women 
in his life dealing with his death and kind of 
grappling with what it means because he’s not 
particularly a nice kid,” said Shuchman, not-
ing that there are scenes with his mother Alice 
(Rivendell Theatre founder and artistic director 
Tara Mallen), his English teacher Leticia (Lily 
Mojekwu), and his “girlfriend” Caylee (Brenann 
Stacker), that all show Mike in a very unflat-
tering light.

“This play is sort of looking at the very pri-
vate nature of grief, and sort of what you go 
through when the person really was a mixed 
bag,” Jacqmin said. “How do you mourn some-
one who maybe you didn’t like all that much?”

“How do you still memorialize this person 

and think about them?” Shuchman said. “It’s 
really more about the potential that he had 
rather than the person that he was.”    

Shuchman feels her working relationship 
with Jacqmin is unique since they spend so 
much time in rehearsals together. It’s very dif-
ferent from some directors who prefer to ban-
ish the playwright practically from the entire 
rehearsal process.

“I’m just so used to working that way with 
her that it feels comforting rather than, ‘Oh my 
gosh, what is the playwright going to come in 
and say?’” Shuchman said. “Laura did a ton of 
rewriting on this play, almost every day that 
she was in she would be tweaking something. 
And even going into the process, we knew that 
there would be things that we still wanted to 
work on in the script, so it was really impor-
tant that she be there frequently to make those 
changes.”

With Look, we are breathing, both Jacqmin 
and Shuchman are happy to be working for the 
first time with Rivendell Theatre Ensemble in 
large part for what the company represents. 
Now in its 20th season, Rivendell is the only 
Equity theater company in Chicago dedicated 
to producing original plays created by and 
about women.  

“I’m a longtime fan,” Shuchman said. “It’s 
a theater that promotes women who are of-
ten underrepresented still in the theater. That 
could be with a feminist agenda, or one could 
just look at it as we need spaces that make sure 
they dedicate work to women—playwrights, 
actors, directors, designers and it’s been a very 
purposeful part of the conversation with the 
company from the beginning when I said who 
I wanted to work with as designers, they said 
let’s make sure we have women represented.”

As for Jacqmin, she’s glad to be collaborat-
ing with Shuchman again and specifically at 
Rivendell.

“To make the commitment and say, ‘I want 
to work with playwrights and world premieres, 
I want to do stuff that hasn’t been done be-
fore’—I just think that’s tremendous and that’s 
one of the reasons that Megan and I continue 
to work with each other,” Jacqmin said. “It’s 
just been a dream from beginning to end of 
being able to do the play in the right city, with 
the right people and the right company.”

The world premiere of Look, we are breathing 
continues through Saturday, May 16, at rivendell 
Theatre ensemble, 5779 N. ridge Ave. Perfor-
mances are at 8 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays and 
at 4 and 8 p.m. Saturdays. Tickets are $32-$35 
and $22-$25 for students and seniors; call 773-
334-7728 or visit www.rivendelltheatre.org.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

‘Look’-ing at Laura
Jacqmin’s production

Brendan Meyer and Lily Mojekwu in Look, we are breathing.
Photo by Michael brosilow

Steppenwolf annual
gala on May 9

Steppenwolf Theatre Company will join 
more than 600 members of Chicago’s corpo-
rate, civic and cultural communities for “Gala 
2015” on Saturday, May 9, at Steppenwolf, 
1650 N. Halsted St., at 6:30 p.m.

The event will offer guests a unique op-
portunity to connect with Steppenwolf en-
semble members in their artistic home while 
enjoying a preview of upcoming productions, 
cocktails, a gourmet dinner, auction, music 
and dancing with Steppenwolf co-founder 
Gary Sinise and his Lt. Dan Band.

Gala 2015 will start with a special trib-
ute to Steppenwolf Artistic Director Martha 
Lavey. Following the tribute, guests will view 
an exclusive showcase of scenes from Step-
penwolf’s U.S. premiere production of Rory 
Kinnear’s The Herd.

Single tickets starting at $1,000 and ta-
bles for Gala 2015 are currently available by 
calling 312-654-5632 or emailing special-
events@steppenwolf.org. The annual gala 
raises more than $1 million for Steppenwolf’s 
artistic, educational and community pro-
gramming.

‘Lean Times’ dance
event May 1-2

Two award-winning Chicago choreogra-
phers—Margi Cole, founder and director of 
The Dance COLEctive (TDC), and Peter Car-
penter of Peter Carpenter Performance Proj-
ect—collaborate for “Rituals of Abundance 
for Lean Times #14: Curious Reinventions,” 
an evening-length premiere May 1-2 at the 
Storefront Theater, 66 E. Randolph St.

Collaborating on the new work are TDC 
company members Julie Boruff, Madelyn 
Doyle, Shannon Edwards, Olivia May and Ka-
tie Petrunich; guest artist Matthew McMunn; 
TDC apprentices Liz Conway and Jamie Corl-
iss; and contributing artists including mu-
sician/composer Michael Caskey, costume 
designer Jeff Hancock and lighting designer 
Richard Norwood.

Admission is $15; visit brownpapertickets.
com/event/1126399.
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carousel 
Photo by Robert Kusel

THEATER REVIEW 

Carousel
Playwright: richard rodgers (music), 
Oscar Hammerstein II (book/lyrics)
At: Lyric Opera, 20 N. Wacker Dr.
Tickets: 312-827-5600; 
www.lyricopera.org/tickets; $29-$199
runs through: May 3

By JONATHAN ABArBANeL

The orchestra began the slow, haunting “Car-
ousel Waltz”—that evocative Richard Rodgers 
melody channeling Mozart and Strauss—and 
the curtain rose ... and there was no carousel! 
Instead, there was a tawdry little carnival with 
a phony strongman, clowns and even—huh?—
a ringmaster. People wore 1930s costumes, not 
the 1870s of Hammerstein’s book. When a col-
orless small carousel finally materialized, the 
horses did not go up and down. For the next 10 
minutes, the lilting waltz conveyed the sway 
and speed of a glittering merry-go-round in full 
stride—entirely at odds with what we saw—
and I detested everything about this new Lyric 
Opera production!
 Fortunately, it got better. By the final curtain 
I’d seen a show that was dramatically well-
paced, never lagging or dragging through its 
considerable length, and musically played and 
sung to powerful effect. Strong men wept in 
their seats, as they should by the end of Car-
ousel. Director/choreographer Rob Ashford and 
conductor David Chase, had a firm handle on 
the dramatic and musical essence of this tale 
of mismatched love and redemption. I even 
came to admire the simply outlined geometrics 
of Paolo Ventura’s old-fashioned wing-and-drop 
scenic design, perhaps influenced by Japanese 
woodblock prints. 
 There always are problems with a Broadway 
musical in an opera house, and those prob-
lems are not specific to Carousel. Dialogue, 
even with sound design (Mark Grey) assis-
tance, sounds as if spoken in a tile bathroom 
and much of it is lost. And the huge size of 
the opera stage hampers intimate scenes and 
rapid-fire comedy. My often-expressed view is 
that musical theatre doesn’t belong in opera 
houses, but I won’t dwell upon that here.
 In fact, Carousel is at least half an opera, 
with a vast quantity of music demanding prin-
cipal voices of operetta caliber or better. Sev-
eral long musical scenes, such as the famous 
“If I Loved You” scene, are self-contained little 

one-act operas. Voices must be big but supple, 
and Lyric Opera delivers the goods (as well as 
genuinely handsome looks) in Steven Pasquale 
(Billy), Laura Osnes (Julie), Jenn Gambatese 
(Carrie), Matthew Hydzik (Enoch) and Denyce 
Graves (Nettie). Even baddie Jigger is played 
by an estimable singer, Jarrod Emick.
 Among my reservations are Pasquale’s lack-
adaisical dialogue delivery and even sing-
ing (until he reaches musical climaxes, then 
WOW!). Surely he and Ashford confuse Billy’s 
lack of charm with lack of charisma (which Bil-
ly must have). And then there’s the missed op-
portunity of the opening, and the essentially-
meaningless 1930’s costuming. If changing the 
time period reveals nothing new, then don’t do 
it! 
 Take a whirl on this Carousel nonetheless 
for its musical and dramatic riches. They don’t 
write ‘em like this anymore, and rarely produce 
‘em like this.

THEATER REVIEW

Between You, Me 
and the Lampshade
Playwright: raul castillo
At: Teatro Vista in the richard 
christensen Theatre at 
the Biograph, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; 
www.victorygardens.org; $25-$30
runs through: May 10

By MAry SHeN BArNIDGe

The premise of Raul Castillo’s play—a fugi-
tive seeking sanctuary among strangers en-
counters unexpected hospitality—has pro-
vided laughs since antiquity. Its characters 
are likewise generic: the feisty widow Jesse 
and her meek teenage son Woody, handsome-
but-dumb officer Max and adventure-hungry 
tourist Kristen. The plot proposes not one, 
but two, “drunk scenes” obligatory to 1950s 
farce. Indeed, so faithfully do the opening 
moments adhere to comic formula that even 
a potentially fatal injury, when doctored by 
frontier methods, is dismissed as humorously 
inconsequential.
  When your setting is a trailer home in a Tex-
as border town, however, and the desperado 
fleeing the authorities is a terrified young 
woman vowing to reunite with her husband, 
the stakes get higher. Sheltering an undocu-
mented immigrant is against the law, after 
all, punishable by deportation at best and 
vigilante gunfire at worst. To protect her un-
expected guest from discovery, Jesse must 
play along with Max’s amorous advances. 
The distraught refugee’s visions of her slain 
spouse are induced, not by alcohol, but the 

residual effects of rattlesnake venom. Oh, 
and there’s also the matter of Woody’s curi-
osity regarding his missing sire, culminating 
in a burst of daring attributed to his inges-
tion of hallucinogenic drugs—Castillo obvi-
ously doesn’t know his pharmacopoeia—at 
the urging of SoCal gamer Kristen. Not so 
funny now, huh?
  Director Ricardo Gutierrez and his cast (led 
by the always-commanding Sandra Marquez) 
strive heroically to maintain a narrative line 
through Castillo’s undeniably worthy inten-
tions, hurdling its more elliptical patches 
with practiced ease. Even so, the dramatic 
tone of this world-premiere production veers 
abruptly from light-hearted repartee as Val-
ley girl Kristen and country-boy Woody ex-
plore their cultural differences, to armed 
confrontations involving a shotgun bran-
dished, but never fired. Stretching credulity 
are Jesse’s claim to be a social worker—who 
speaks no Spanish—and Amparo’s extended 
seclusion in a far-too-small broom closet. 
Other details in need of further scrutiny are 
Max’s “pushiness” verging dangerously close 
to stalkerly harassment, while Woody’s age 
could be advanced a few years to ensure the 
legality of his psychedelic romp in the desert 
with his pixilated mentor.
  According to Teatro Vista’s publicity, the 
lesson we are to take home is that secrets 
make for complications seriously affecting 
people’s lives. With fewer distractions aris-
ing from incomplete backstories and nebu-
lous motivations, the irony of the ending—
in which everybody, after coming clean and 
renouncing clandestine tactics, unite in con-
cealing the circumstances of Amparo’s entry 
into the United States—could transform this 
play into a bona fide comedy. 

THEATER REVIEW 

The Grown-Up
Playwright: Jordan Harrison
At: Shattered Globe Theatre at 
Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-975-8150; $33 
runs through: May 23

By STeVeN cHAITMAN

A journey through one man’s life in a series of 
fleeting snapshots, The Grown-Up is a fright-
eningly realistic portrayal of time as much as 
it is a time-traveling fantasy. Shattered Globe 
Theater has found a sharp, imaginative and 
heartfelt tale in Jordan Harrison’s play, which, 
in fewer than 80 minutes, speaks more to life 
than many multi-hour biographical works.

The play centers on Kai (Kevin Viol), whom 
we meet as a 10-year-old staying at his grand-
parents’ house. After hearing his grandfather’s 
story about a crystal doorknob that, when af-
fixed to a door, allows one to travel into an un-
knowable place and time, Kai’s curiosity leads 
him through several doors, each fast-forward-
ing his life decades at a time. 

Impressively, Harrison has captured that all-
too-scary feeling of waking up one day and 
wondering how you got to be so old, in story 
form. If our lives were really reduced to these 
flashes of memory, this play represents what 
they would look like when strung together.

Most of the production hinges on Harrison’s 
bold and thought-provoking narrative. Director 
Krissy Vanderwarker keeps things simple to let 
the content stand out, and calls upon the audi-

ence’s imagination. Considering the generous 
size of Theater Wit’s stages, something more 
intimate would’ve suited it better; the scale of 
this play is in the audience’s mind, not in the 
necessities of the production design.

The cast mimes mostly every prop or set item 
until the very end, a fitting choice as the lines 
between realism and fantasy become clearer in 
the play’s final scenes. Through versatility and 
imagination, the six actors are key to unlock-
ing the play’s secrets. They also serve as narra-
tors throughout, providing crucial context. 

Again, with the size of the space, the cast 
must reel the audience into the play over a 
greater distance. They get there by the end, 
but the slow development prevents much of the 
play from connecting emotionally. As much as 
it is a fantasy meant to change our perspec-
tive, The Grown-Up is most interested in tap-
ping into and mirroring human experience, 
which requires a catharsis. In that regard, 
the production comes up just short, as well as 
they understand the material and convey the 
strengths of Harrison’s work.

The Grown-Up is not LGBT-themed, but Kai’s 
identity as a gay man is not a subtle inclusion. 
Harrison chooses to take Kai through two doors 
that show us his love life—the first a scene of 
thirtysomething Kai in bed with a lover and the 
second Kai in his late 50s, on his wedding day 
(to another man). These scenes exist because 
love is an important, memorable part of any-
one’s life; the fact that Kai is gay only suggests 
that one’s sexual orientation does not in any 
way change the essence of his or her experi-
ence as a person. 
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CRITICS’     
    PICKS

Garage rep, Steppenwolf Theatre, through 
April 26. Last chances to catch three greatly 
diverse and spiffily staged works by three 
new, small, eager theater troupes: PF&P does 
Angry Fags (LGBT terrorists), Cold Basement 
Dramatics offers Heat Wave (Chicago’s 1995 
meltdown) and Red Tape does The Walk Across 
America (genderfuck and protest). JA

 The Hammer Trinity, House Theatre of Chi-
cago at the Chopin, through May 3. Whether 
you take in this Tolkienesque epic in weekday 
segments or marathon it on the weekends, 
you’ll emerge shimmering with the sheer ex-
hilaration of its metaphors. MSB

 An Issue of Blood, Victory Gardens Theater, 
through May 3. The urgency spurring Marcus 
Gardley to write his play about America’s earli-
est history is echoed in performances sustain-
ing its passion for every second of its swift 90 
minutes. MSB

 Outside Mullingar, Northlight Theatre, 
Skokie, through April 25. This is your last 
chance to see John Patrick Shanley’s delight-
ful 2014 Broadway comedy focusing on quirky 
rural Irish farmers and their struggle to find 
love. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

The Grown-Up. 
Photo by 
Michael brosilow



THEATER REVIEW

Billy Elliot
Music: elton John; 
Book and lyrics: Lee Hall
At: Drury Lane Theatre, 
10 Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace
Tickets: 630-530-0111 or 
www.drurylane.com; $45-$60
runs through June 7

By ScOTT c. MOrGAN

Despite the boatloads of Olivier and Tony 
Awards won by Billy Elliot, the hit 2005 musical 
adaptation of the 2000 British film has a disap-
pointing reputation in the Windy City. That’s 
because a sit-down engagement that opened in 
March 2010 at Chicago’s Oriental Theatre failed 
to live up to expectations of being the next 
multi-year Broadway hit like Wicked and Jersey 
Boys. Billy Elliot didn’t finish out the year.
 But Drury Lane Theatre does its part to re-
mind local audiences of the the acclaimed ar-
tistic quality of Billy Elliot with a superlative 
regional premiere staging. In fact, the more-
intimate Oakbrook Terrace venue brings out 
more detailed nuances of the Elton John and 
Lee Hall musical about a Northern English lad 
who discovers a love for ballet in the midst 
of the bitter 1980s miners’ strike under Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s conservative ad-
ministration.
 A lot of the credit goes directly to Jeff Award-
winning director/choreographer Rachel Rock-
well. True, many elements at Drury Lane har-
ken back to the original London and Broadway 
staging by director Stephen Daldry and chore-
ographer Peter Darling, but Rockwell does her 
part to clarify and personalize many moments. 

One touching example is having Billy nervously 
peer through the window to see the violence 
erupting outside while he’s learning ballet ba-
sics.
 Rockwell also works wonders with her en-
semble to create a great sense of community 
and individual characters—particularly with 
the numerous little ballet girls who constantly 
need correcting by the tough and blasé Mrs. 
Wilkinson of the wonderful Susie McMonagle 
(an invaluable a veteran of the Chicago and 
national tour of Billy Elliot, and a commanding 
onstage presence).
 The “Geordie” accents also remain strongly 
consistent throughout, which makes the gruff 
grownups of Billy’s dad (Ron E. Rains), Billy’s 
older brother, Tony (Liam Quealy), his ailing 
grandma (Maureen Gallagher) all the more be-
lievable and brusque (the same goes for com-
munity members played by the likes of Terry 
Hamilton, Bret Tuomi and Fred Zimmerman).  
 But most importantly, Rockwell has helped 
shape a great title character performance from 
Nicolas Dantes as the shy boy who blossoms 
through dance (Dantes alternates the role of 
Billy with Kyle Halford). Dantes admirably gets 
across the confusion when encountering his 
cross-dressing friend Michael (a delightfully 
funny Michael Harp) and also the passive-ag-
gressive advances of Peyton Schaffer as Mrs. 
Wilkinson’s daughter, Debbie. (Brooke MacDou-
gal alternates in the role.) There’s also very 
cute work from Zachary Uzarraga as the lovably 
defiant “Small Boy.”    
 From its dazzling production designs to the 
heartfelt messages of acceptance and deter-
mination, Drury Lane Theatre’s Billy Elliot is 
a touching and uplifting winner all around. 
Chicago-area audiences have no excuse for not 
giving Billy Elliot a second chance for success.
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“  4 stars. 
A family drama that 

sticks with you… 
this is Steppenwolf 

acting at its best”  
– Chicago Tribune

“Kinnear takes us on  
a psychological 
ride… a sharp cast 

that will keep you 
glued to the action 

from start to finish”  

 – Around The Town

“Caustic humor  
and love here… 

vividly acted…  
stellar cast”  
– Chicago Sun-Times

THE HERD is captivating audiences and critics

Opera star Fredericka von Stade previously announced that she had retired from all stage perfor-
mances. Yet, von Stade has gone back on her word to star in the new 2014 opera A Coffin in Egypt, 
written specifically for her by gay composer Ricky Ian Gordon with librettist/director Leonard 
Foglia. The work is based upon a play by the late Pulitzer Prize winner Horton Foote, and concerns 
an elderly Texas grande dame reflecting on the choices she made in life. Von Stade stars in the 
Windy City premiere of A Coffin in Egypt courtesy of Chicago Opera Theater at the Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. April 25, 29, May 1, with a 3 
p.m. matinee Sunday, May 3. Tickets are $35 to $125; call 312-704-8414 or 312-334-7777, or visit 
www.chicagooperatheater.org. 
Photo by Kelly & Massa/Houston Grand Opera

SPOTLIGHTe

Billy elliot.
Photo by brett beiner

http://www.steppenwolf.org


‘First Period’ and 
second and
third and... 
If John Waters were to direct a John Hughes 
film, First Period would be it.

New girl Cassie (former Chicagoan Brandon 
Alexander III, who scripted) and outcast Mag-
gie (Dudley Beene, who produced)—drag-
queen variations on the ditzy duo Lisa Kudrow 
and Mira Sorvino played in Romy & Michelle—
are easily the most awkward pair of girls in 
high school. Cassie is a fashionista not un-
like Edie Beale, with an inflated sense of self 
(and an appetite to match), while Maggie is so 
forgettable even Cassie has trouble remember-
ing her name. Together, they decide that the 
way to win the hearts of the cute boys and 
the popular girls is to take first place at the 
school talent show. But rivals Heather, Other 
Heather and their popular jock boyfriends Brett 
and Dirk (who are just a touch, as they used 
to say, light in the loafers) will stop at noth-
ing to keep these two social nerds from staying 
anything other than the laughing stock of the 
school. It’s going to take multiple makeovers, 
courage and maybe even a little rapping for 
Cassie and Maggie to beat their rivals at their 
own game in true ‘80s style. 

First Period is a spot-on, campy homage to 
the ‘80s comedies of John Hughes (Sixteen 
Candles, Pretty in Pink and The Breakfast Club), 
yet has some of the gross-out humor of early 
John Waters. The cast includes Judy Tenuta, 
Cassandra “Elvira, Mistress of the Dark” Peter-
son (playing Cassie’s dim-witted mom) and gay 
indie film faves Jack Plotnick, Rebekah Kochan 
and gorgeous Michael Turchin (the real-life 
husband of Lance Bass). Gay filmmaker Charlie 
Vaughn directs his cast with enthusiastic zeal 
and, though the movie’s seams are evident in 
just about every scene, Alexander’s tart little 
script as well as both his and Beene’s over-the-
top performances guarantee genuine laughs 
in every scene in the movie—a real accom-
plishment. The film was a queer film-festival 
favorite in 2013, is available on VOD and has 
just been released on DVD. (The disc includes 
deleted scenes, an outtake musical number, an 
affectionate making of featurette, and director 
and cast commentary.) http://www.firstperiod-
movie.com/

Drag for days
Charlie Vaughn’s First Period follows in the 

very high heels of a multitude of drag com-
edies in which central male characters in fe-
male dress are accepted as such by all the other 
characters. Some standouts include: 

Pink Flamingos (1972), Female Trouble 
(1974), Polyester (1981), Lust in the Dust 
(1985) and Hairspray (1988)—The 300-pound 
drag-queen performer Divine became an un-
derground superstar as the muse of out direc-
tor-writer John Waters starring in a series of 
outrageous comedies in female drag, breaking 
through to the mainstream with Lust in the 
Dust (which Paul Bartel helmed) and his last—
the nostalgic Hairspray (a final pairing with 
Waters)—just before his untimely death.

Die, Mommie, Die! (2003)—Female illusion-
ist and playwright (Vampire Lesbians of Sodom, 
The Tale of the Allergist’s Wife) Charles Busch 
adapted and stars in this film version of his 
hit play, a parody of the Lana Turner-Anthony 
Quinn lurid thriller Portrait in Black and the 
camp classic The Big Cube about a glamorous 

woman suspected of murdering her aging hus-
band by her messed up step-children. Jason 
Priestley, Frances Conroy, Philip Baker Hall, 
Stark Sands (as the gay son) and Natasha Ly-
onne (as the vixen daughter) co-star.

Psycho Beach Party (2000)—Charles Busch 
stars as a butch police detective looking to 
solve a series of brutal murders in this com-
edy horror parody of ‘60s muscle-beach party 
movies and the slasher films of Herschell Gor-
don Lewis. Not as funny as Die, Mommie, Die!, 
Busch’s adaptation of his off-Broadway hit 
nevertheless has its share of laughs and lots 
of hot male and female eye candy in its plus 
column. Amy Adams, Lauren Ambrose, Matt 
Keeslar and Thomas Gibson co-star.

Girls Will Be Girls (2003)—Writer-director 
Richard Day’s hilarious black comedy focuses 
on a washed up B movie actress, her long suf-
fering servant/toady and their clueless boarder, 
an up and coming eager beaver actress whose 
the daughter of the actresses former nemesis. 
Jack Plotnick, Coco Peru and Varla Jean Mer-
man co-star in this outrageous cult hit which 
has spawned webisodes and a forthcoming se-
quel.

Baby Jane? (2011)—Writer-director Billy 
Clift’s retelling of the 1962 Bette Davis-Joan 
Crawford camp thriller What Ever Happened to 
Baby Jane? fuses parody and homage (down to 
the black and white cinematography) and has 
plenty of laughs but, surprisingly, its share of 
poignant moments as well.

Some Like It Hot (1959)—Billy Wilder’s 
comic masterpiece is as funny and fresh now 
as it was over 45 years ago. A bona fide drag 
classic, the movie stars Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemmon as musicians on the lam from gang-
sters in the ‘20s forced to take jobs in drag in 
an all-girl orchestra whose lead singer is none 
other than the luscious Marilyn Monroe.

Speaking of Divine
I Am Divine—Jeffrey Schwarz’s entertaining 

and insightful 2013 documentary look at the 
all-too-brief life of drag superstar Divine—is 
the opening-night feature on Thursday, May 7, 
at 6:30 p.m. for Cinema Q V, the fifth annual 
LGBT film series held Thursdays in May at the 
Chicago Cultural Center (78 E. Washington). 

Other films in the free series include Vio-
lette, the story of the French feminist bisexual 

writer Violette Leduc; Beautiful Boxer, the 
true story of a transgender Thai kickboxer; and 
the 1971 Visconti classic Death in Venice. The 
series is courtesy of the Queer Film Society, 
Chicago Filmmakers (the presenting organiza-
tion of Reeling: The Chicago LGBT International 
Film Festival), the Legacy Project and the Chi-
cago Cultural Center. 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/
depts/dca/supp_info/cinema_q.html

Dior in the house
What will happen when Belgian designer Raf 

Simons, formerly of the minimalist brand Jil 
Sander, becomes the unlikely artistic director 
of the legendary House of Dior (taking over 
from the disgraced John Galliano) and has only 
eight weeks to present his first haute couture 
collection? That’s the question Frederic Tch-
eng’s documentary chronicle Dior and I sets 
out to answer. 

Unlike other fashion chronicles, this is less 
about the designer (ala Valentino: The Last 
Emperor, Lagerfeld Confidential, etc.) and more 
about the unsung women and men in the work-

rooms who actually create the fabulous one of 
a kind clothes. And what becomes increasingly 
clear (and rare among high-profile designers) 
as the film progresses, it’s just as important 
to the taciturn Simons (who is understandably 
under enormous pressure) that his team be 
viewed as his genuine collaborators. The film 
plays exclusively in Chicago at the Music Box 
Theatre, opening Friday, April 24. Ticket pur-
chasers will be entered in a raffle to win a $500 
gift card from Blake, Chicago’s exclusive haute 
couture clothing store (which, no coincidence, 
carries Dior). http://www.musicboxtheatre.
com/features/dior-and-i

Upcoming movie calendar
Highlights from films opening in Chicago, 

April 24 and May 1 (or available digitally)
Undressing Israel: Gay Men in the Prom-

ised Land (4/23)—Chicago Israel Week pres-
ents a free screening on Thursday, April 23, 
at Columbia College, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., of 
this insider’s look at gay life in Israel from gay 
porn producer and performer Michael Lucas. Lu-
cas will be present for a post-screening Q&A. 
http://events.colum.edu/event/undressing_is-
rael_screening_and_qa#.VTNjvfnF_JU

Dior and I (4/24)—See details above.
The Water Diviner (4/24)—Russell Crowe 

stars and makes his directorial debut with this 
sprawling early 20th-century epic about an 
Australian farmer and father (Crowe) who heads 
to Turkey to find out what really happened to 
his three sons who were reported missing (and 
presumed dead) in the battle of Gallipoli. 

Adult Beginners (4/24)—A young, narcis-
sistic entrepreneur (Nick Kroll) fails big time 
just as his company launches and with few op-
tions, moves in with his pregnant sister, her 
husband and 3-year-old child and becomes 
their nanny. Rose Byrne, Bobby Cannavale, 
Joel McHale, Josh Charles and Jane Krakowski 
co-star.

Tangerines (5/1)—From Estonia, this Acad-
emy Award and Golden Globe nominee for Best 
Foreign Language Film is the haunting story 
of an older Estonian man (Lembit Ulfsak) who 
cares for two wounded soldiers on opposite 
sides of the civil war in Georgia in the 1990s. It 
plays exclusively at the Landmark Century Cen-
tre Cinema, 2828 N. Clark St., and the Renais-
sance Place Cinema in Highland Park. http://
www.landmarktheatres.com/chicago/century-
centre-cinema/film-info/tangerines

Marvel’s Avengers: The Age of Ultron 
(5/1)—The summer blockbuster season starts 
with this ultimate collection of comic-book 
superheroes who are back for their second 
outing. Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans, Chris 
Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Jeremy Renner and 
Scarlett Johansson play the heroes; and James 
Spader is the voice of the baddie—a mania-
cal, Transformer-sized robot determined to rid 
earth of humans. Samuel L. Jackson, Anthony 
Mackie and Elizabeth Olsen co-star.
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By rIcHArD KNIGHT, Jr.

KNIGHTKNIGHT
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movies

Adult Beginners.

Groff, Tambor 
honored at Point 
Foundation gala

More than 400 guests attended the annual 
Point Honors gala April 13 in New York to 
support higher education opportunities for 
LGBTQ students.

Golden Globe Award-winning actor Jeffrey 
Tambor, Tony Award nominee Jonathan Groff 
and Tim Hanlon, president of the Wells Fargo 
Foundation and an executive vice president 
at the Wells Fargo company, were honored at 
the event. 

The evening celebrated the accomplish-
ments of Point Foundation (Point) scholar-
ship recipients. The event, held at the New 
York Public Library on Fifth Avenue, raised 
more than half a million dollars for Point, the 
nation’s largest scholarship-granting organi-
zation for LGBTQ students of merit.

Some of the other celebrities present in-
cluded Judith Light, Brad Goreski, T.R. 
Knight, Gaby Hoffman and Jason Collins.

Skilling to receive
film honor

Cinema/Chicago and the Chicago Interna-
tional Film Festival announced that iconic 
WGN meteorologist Tom Skilling will be hon-
ored at the 51st Chicago International Film 
Festival Television Awards Ceremony Wed., 
April 22, at the Hyatt Chicago Magnificent 
Mile, 633 N. St. Clair St.

Skilling joins previously announced post-
production house Whitehouse Post, advertis-
ing legend Tom Burrell and investigative re-
porter Jay Levine as distinguished honorees 
for the event, which WGN’s Dan Ponce and 
ABC/Windy City Live’s Ji Suk Yi will host.

Skilling will receive the inaugural Chicago 
Award for his outstanding career forecasting 
Chicago’s weather.

Tickets to the event ($75/individual, 
$1,000 VIP table of 10 with premium seat-
ing) are available at chicagofilmfestival.com. 
Direct table requests to Managing Director 
Vivian Teng at vteng@chicagofilmfestival.
com.



By Jerry NUNN

Singer Dar Williams continues to follow a road 
less traveled—one that has led her to become 
a pioneer in the music business. She frequents 
folk festivals, playing with the likes of Mary 
Chapin Carpenter, Shawn Colvin, and Ani 
DiFranco. Themes of her songs include religion, 
sexual orientation and gender issues.

Her latest endeavor, Emerald, debuts May 12. 
Also, she continues her more-than-two-decade 
career in the music industry with a PledgeMu-
sic campaign. She collaborates with performers 
like Jill Sobule, Richard Thompson and Angel 
Snow, among others, on this latest project.

Windy city Times: When did people start 
calling you “Dar?”

Dar Williams: My mom loved Jane Austen so 
she wanted to call me Darcy. My sisters thought 
it was complicated so they just called me Dar. 
It was the ‘70s, so a very androgynous time; it 
was a boy or girl name. A lot of people thought 
I was a boy, which turned out to be a very 
profitable mistake.

WcT: you have a song [titled] “When I Was 
a Boy.”

DW: Right—so with that haircut, people just 
thought I was a dude.

WcT: you have talked about gender roles 
throughout your music in the past. After 
touring with artists such as Ani DiFranco and 
Indigo Girls, did you notice a surge in LGBT 
fans after that?

DW: Yes and no. It was a funny thing be-
cause mentioning gender, I thought the ‘90s 
were a gender decade, with a lot of explora-
tion. The women’s music movement was not 
only a lesbian women’s music movement but it 
was driven by women who were welcome in the 
gay community. A lot of straight boys and girls 
were given an opportunity to look beyond ori-
entation to what it means to be male or female 
and that kind of gets into trans. It grew into 
women saying, “I’m straight, but I like to get 
under a hood of a car and change my own oil.”

I had my own following but a lot of people 
thought I was gay. Playing with Ani and Indigo 
Girls aided in that.

In the ‘90s, I was traveling with a queer 
woman who was very butch. We were playing 
a concert together and looking for a place to 
stay in Georgia. No on offered us a place to 
stay. I knew it was homophobia because if I 
had been traveling with a husband it would not 
have been a problem.

I decided after that to not identify. I was 
determined to not write songs that say “he” or 
“she.” A lot of people thought I was a lesbian 
until I came out as straight when I became 
engaged to a dude. It was good timing because 
the gay community was looking for allies then.

The New York Times twisted things and made 
it seem like I was looking for the almighty 
lesbian dollar. I thought, “Are you kidding? 
These women are massage therapists and ce-
ramicists!”

People took up for me after that article and 
I loved it when they came up to me and said 
so. I was riding the tide of gender exploration 
and loving it!

I have always been a big cheerleader for the 
LGBT community and I have to thank Ani and 
Indigo Girls for widening that audience.

WcT: I remember, back in the ‘90s, selling 
your music independently at Tower records.

DW: Tower was the most indie of the records 
stores back then. Whether you were indepen-
dent by choice like Ani or doing your own 
thing, Tower left a door open for artists. There 
was a guy in Tower Boston who would make a 
pyramid of my CDs to display when I had an 
album coming out.

WcT: emerald is your ninth studio album 
that you are working on?

DW: Yes—this one is done with crowdsourc-
ing instead of a label. I worked with my label, 
Razor and Tie, for 20 years so I was very close 
to them and it wasn’t easy to leave. I feel the 
music business is really screwed right now, ex-
cept for the larger labels who take a percent-
age of interest in streaming entities. I didn’t 
want to put myself into their sinking ship. I 
have the opposite, a community that is rising. 
We have to go forward helping each other and 
going at it together. I knew how to do a lot 
of these things like book my own travel so I 
knew how to take care of myself. I feel that the 
flawed glamor machine of the a music label is 
gone. All we have left is the great careers we 
have built and the people we have met along 
the way.

For me, it is a happy story because I have in-
credible fans and it is going really well. People 
are preordering the album because they trust 
me.

WcT: How did you meet Jill Sobule?
DW: She and I met at a radio event decades 

ago. When I started to write this song, “FM 

The Baton becomes
‘Transformative’
By Jerry NUNN

Chicago’s Baton Show Lounge has enter-
tained crowds for more than 46 years with 
female impersonators. Now the producers 
of a new endeavor called Transformative are 
hoping to capture that success in a unique 
way. Tibsen Entertainment Productions and 
47th Street Studios have collaborated on a 
new project that aims to not only entertain 
but inform people on the daily life of trans-
gender individuals.

On April 18, auditions were held for three 
hours looking for possible hosts of a trans-
gender talk show. Inspired by ABC’s The View, 

CBS’ The Talk and Fox’s The Real daytime 
shows, Transformative will be flipping the 
script and filming this show at night with a 
live audience. The diverse cast of four panel-
ists will be encouraged to discuss themselves 
in a talk-show format, with news being part 
of the format also. Plans are to film the pilot 
and the following shows in about four weeks 
after casting is completed.

Creative director Marcellus Tye spoke with 
Windy City Times about the new concept for a 
talk show. “The Baton is a historic place and 
Chicago is the perfect area to film this show,” 
Tye said. “This is the just in the beginning 
form, currently with eight producers. We are 
hoping to transform lives in the process of 
making this show.”
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Transformative’s production team at The Baton. 
Photo by Jerry Nunn

Artistic Director Barbara Gaines stages 
a world premiere from Tony Award®-
nominated writer Paul Gordon
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A NEW MUSICAL

NOW  
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directed by 
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Dar Williams:
On androgyny, labels
and independence

Dar Williams. 
Photo by Shervin Lainez

http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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know these people are gay, I think that sends 
an even worse message, because everybody 
says, “Oh, everybody knows that person’s gay, 
but that person won’t talk about it.’ So what is 
the message that’s sent? That you should not 
talk about it, that you should keep it hidden, 
that you should lie – I think that shows how far 
we haven’t come,” he said.

Being that 2016 is right around the corner, 
Signorile issued caution.

“I think we should be concerned whether 
there’s a republican president in 2016 or 2020, 
or whenever, and we should be concerned 
about the courts and the Supreme Court. We 
should be concerned about the states – no 
matter what happens in the presidential elec-
tion, the vast majority of states right now have 
republican governments and they are very, very 
conservative, many of them, and very anti-
gay,” he said. “And with relation to the issue of 
women’s rights and African-American people’s 
rights as well, we’ve seen a backlash against 

both that has allowed opponents within the 
republican party to chip away at those rights; 
to take back the rights that people thought 
were a given; the Voting Rights Act. And with 
women it’s not just abortion, it’s pay equity 
– we’re still dealing with the issue of pay; or 
even rape culture and other issues on campus, 
I mean it’s still all going on.”

There seems to be a distinct disconnect be-
tween feeling inclined to accept change be-
cause it’s due and actually working tirelessly 
for that change and expecting nothing in re-
turn. 

“I think what people don’t realize is that 
they think it’s inevitable or there’s this natu-
ral justice that comes. We are lucky, we’re very 
lucky that there is one man on the Supreme 
Court who happens to think we should have 
some rights even though he is not friendly to-
ward women and African-Americans – and that 
is Justice Kennedy. If not for him we would 
be in the same boat, wouldn’t we? And that 
Supreme Court can change at any time. It’s not 
pre-ordained, and it all can roll back; and some 

of what we have is just because of one person 
on the Supreme Court. You know, the Loving 
vs. Virginia ruling was 9-0 – we’re not going to 
get a 9-0. So I think if people could just wake 
up to that and see the backlash against other 
groups, how it happened and then realize how 
that could be us, it could be a wake-up call,” 
he said.

A wake-up call that has been going on for 
years is what happens behind the walls at 
the Conservative Political Action Conference 
(CPAC) and Value Voters forums.

“I have a chapter in ‘It’s Not Over’ talking 
all about how I’ve seen republicans organize 
around these religious liberty bills at these 
conventions – like the Conservative Political 
Action Conference and Value Voters – and I 
think for them they just go back to the labora-
tory and they’ll go back to those conferences 
and reorganize and everything they do is a trial 
balloon – like Arizona was a trial balloon, that 
didn’t work; they thought they had it right 
with Indiana and Arkansas; they did manage 
to get it done in Mississippi and nobody paid 
attention…They did get this horrendous law 
passed in Arkansas and nobody paid atten-
tion where they rescinded any ability to have 
anti-discrimination ordinances,” Signorile said. 
“I think they continue and they rely on a few 
things – they rely on tinkering and refining 
these [religious freedom] bills; they rely on the 
media being busy and not paying attention; or 
big business, for whatever reason, not being 
interested – because we can’t figure out still 
why Walmart didn’t speak out on that bill in 
Arkansas, the original one, but now spoke out 
on the religious liberties one, which really is 
not the most dangerous one compared to the 
other one.”

As in anything, timing is everything.
“I think they rely on the timing, too, and I 

guess all the factors aligned against them in 
Indiana. So they’ll just move on, they’ll hope 
that there’s less attention, they’ll hope to re-
fine the bills more; for example, now they’re 
focused on Louisiana. They think they have a 
better shot there, they’re making the bill more 
about marriage specifically so that it doesn’t 
seem like it’s just about throwing people out 
of a restaurant or something like that – it’s 
just going to be about anything related to mar-
riage, which sounds crazy, but you see what 
I mean? They’ll keep trying different things. 
And they’ll rely on a governor who maybe won’t 
back down. Bobby Jindal seems like he’s deter-
mined, right?”

The tone of “It’s Not Over” is cautionary, with 
well-earned celebratory flash mob breaks. It’s a 
reckoning – and a bargaining. It’s tit for tat, 
and all of that.

“The book is focused on how we’ve been 
enormously successful, and I certainly say that 
right up front, but that, as I say in the first 
chapter, there’s a victory blindness where we 
don’t really – we get so intoxicated by the vic-
tories that we don’t see the bigotry that lies 
ahead and that is a trap, because it’s what 
allows the backlash to continue; and then I 
pretty much go into what that backlash is. But 
that last part of the book is what I really want 
people to also see: that there are real world 
solutions that we could all engage in, together 
and separately, to fight this off and to beat 
back our enemies; but it means remaining en-
gaged and organizing.”

SIGNORILE from cover Josh Groban’s new
CD out April 28 

Multi-platinum recording artist Josh 
Groban will release a new album, Stages, 
on April 28 via Reprise Records.

Stages features songs from such produc-
tions as Les Miserables, Sunday in the 
Park with George, Phantom of the Opera, 
Into the Woods and The Fantasticks. 
The album also features duets with Kelly 
Clarkson, Audra McDonald and trumpeter 
Chris Botti.

The album is available for pre-order at 
all participating retailers and JoshGroban.
com. An exclusive edition of the album 
will be available at Target containing two 
extra tracks.

‘Fashion 2015’
at Millennium Park 

The School of the Art Institute of Chica-
go (SAIC) has announced the 81st edition 
of its annual runway show, Fashion 2015.

Presented Friday, May 8, three times 
throughout the day (9 a.m., 12 p.m. and 
3 p.m.) at Millennium Park’s Chase Prom-
enade, Fashion 2015 will culminate with 
“The Walk,” SAIC’s annual benefit support-
ing the production of student work and 
scholarships.

Fashion 2015 is a runway show featur-
ing more than 200 original garments cre-
ated by undergraduate students in SAIC’s 
fashion-design program, which has such 
distinguished alumni as Halston, Cynthia 
Rowley, Maria Pinto and Gary Graham.

“The Walk” kicks off at 5:30 p.m. with 
a cocktail reception and continues at 6:30 
p.m. with a performance piece entitled 
“The Dolls.” Immediately following “The 
Walk,” guests will enjoy a strolling dinner 
at the rooftop terrace of Millennium Park’s 
Harris Theater.

Tickets for Fashion 2015 and “The Walk” 
are available online at saicfashion.org, at 
the door on May 8 or by calling 312-499-
4190. Tickets start at $40 for the Fashion 
2015 day shows, and single tickets for the 
WALK start at $500.

Third Wainwright
show added at Winery

A third show featuring out singer Rufus 
Wainwright has been added to the slate at 
City Winery, 1200 W. Randolph St.

Wainwright will also perform Monday, 
May 4. Tickets are $80-$90 each; see www.
CityWinery.com.

The May 5 and 6 shows are sold out, ac-
cording to the website.

Wainwright has released seven studio 
albums and two live albums to date, in-
cluding his Grammy-nominated Rufus Does 
Judy At Carnegie Hall!, which captured his 
Judy Garland tribute performance at the 
London Palladium in 2007.

Sonoma to host LGBT business expo
Out in the Vineyard—an experiential LGBT wine event and travel company based in California’s 

Sonoma Valley—has announced the first LGBT Business Expo in Sonoma as part of Gay Wine Week-
end 2015.

The LGBT Business Expo will be held at Gay Wine Weekend’s luxury host hotel, MacArthur Place 
Inn & Spa, June 19-21.

In addition, Out in the Vineyard is partnering with Williams-Sonoma and Chateau St. Jean Winery 
for the “Legendary Sonoma Winemaker Dinner.” The five-course event will take place at the site of 
Williams-Sonoma newly reopened heritage store—at its original location, which opened in 1956.

Gay Wine Weekend will include wine and culinary delights, music and dancing in a private estate 
vineyard, VIP receptions, wine-tasting excursions, passport wine tastings, a champagne brunch and 
more. 

Visit www.GayWineWeekend.com. Out in the Vineyard. 
Photo courtesy of Mark Vogler



By LAWreNce FerBer

Sounding like a mix of Tegan and Sara, Joan 
Jett and Finland’s heavy metal outfit H.I.M., 
the seven-year-old rock/punk/pop band Fit 
For Rivals is fronted by out lesbian singer/
songwriter Renee Phoenix. Her vocals pack 
serious punch—and more than a pinch of 
androgyny—while the first singles and vid-
eos from upcoming 2015 album Freak Ma-
chine, “Hit Me” (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=h2XBGNI8NDs) and “Freak Machine” 
(http://youtu.be/3wHDeR8jn8), mash up 
head-bobbing, guitar-driven rock-punk and 
screamo style with strong melodies. 

Hailing from Jacksonville, Florida, the five-
piece act, which released debut album Steady 
Damage in 2009, is currently part of the Sno-
Core 2015 tour that is making its way across 
the United States. Via phone, Phoenix talked 
with Windy City Times about the upcoming 
Freak Machine, lesbian dramas that fueled its 
lyrics and what she’d like to say to major influ-
ence Joan Jett.

Windy city Times: you were in a band 
called The explicits before Fit For rivals. 
How was it different from Fit For rivals?

Renee Phoenix: That was the first band I cre-
ated and I was just figuring things out. It was 
a guttural punk band. There was double bass, 
loud in your face punk music. I took a turn to 
more pop-rock influence with Rivals.

WcT: Did your parents encourage your love 
for music when growing up?

RP: They’ve been very supportive. The only 
thing that drove them crazy was, when I first 
got into music, I wanted to try drums and after 
like five minutes of tinkering on a set my father 
was not having it. That’s the only time they’ve 
been irritated with music. My dad was like, 
“Maybe we should switch instruments here.”

WcT: you formed Fit For rivals by taking 
out a craigslist ad to audition band mem-
bers. Did any crackpots show up?

RP: Oh gosh, yes. Some didn’t have any teeth 
or equipment. One guy came without a guitar 
or amp. I was like, what are you doing? Are you 
gonna be a backup dancer? What do you do? 
Eventually, [guitarist] Thomas Amason came, 
he can play, and from there it took on a life 
of its own.

WcT: Did you consider potential band-
mates’ sexuality?

RP: No, it doesn’t really matter. Just people 
that are chill, got along, and, of course, ac-

cepting, because I am part of the LGBT com-
munity. Good people.

WcT: What is the theme of Freak Machine? 
Is there a thread running through its lyrics?

RP: Since our first album we’ve all grown as 
artists, and everyone has an individual voice. 
Everyone’s doing their own thing. So I feel like 
the underlying theme would be maturity. I went 
through a lot since the first album and that’s 
interweaved through the lyrics—relationships 
and personal things, figuring out who I am as 
a person. Getting it out through song really 
helped that. The song “Freak Machine” is about 
a failed relationship and the main thing—the 
best part about it—was the sex, to be com-
pletely honest! That person you can’t resist. 
“Dammit, why can’t I push you away from me?”

WcT: Does the girl know the song is about 
her?

RP: I mentioned it to her once before, but 
I’m not 100-percent sure she heard me. I feel 
like she knows. Even if you whisper under your 
breath, you’ll know.

WcT: Do lesbians stir up more drama than 
gay boys?

RP: [Laughs] I feel like everyone can cause 
drama, honestly. No matter what your sexual 
preference, it comes down to the person. A lot 
of people back home in Florida like going out to 
the same places and seeing your ex. Where you 
live it can be a small community, and where I 
live it is. People like the drama and stirring the 
pot. I feel like it definitely contributes.

WcT: Do you currently have a girlfriend?
RP: No, I’m single. And it feels good! I can 

focus on doing other stuff, like this. I can get 
distracted if it’s a sour relationship or that per-
son is sucking the life out of me, which hap-
pened with my last relationships. I’m trying to 
find someone who contributes to my life in-
stead of draining me dry.

WcT: Have you met Joan Jett, whom you 
cite as a major influence? And what would 
you say to her, if not?

RP: I have not met her yet. I would love to. 
I would probably have a million questions I 
would forget as soon as I met her. I really ad-
mire everything she’s done, and it would be an 
honor and privilege to tour with her or some 
sort of collaboration. That would be great. I 
really admire her work and what she does, and 
I strive to be the queen of rock ‘n’ roll.

Fit For rivals is now currently on the re-
volver Tour. Visit www.fitforrivals.com.
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Lesbian fronts 
band Fit for Rivals

Lakeside Pride 
salutes ‘Mr. 
Holland’s Opus’
By VerN HeSTer
 
On April 18, The Lakeside Pride Music En-
semble presented “Mr. Holland’s Opus: A 
20th Anniversary Tribute” at Northside Col-
lege Prep. 

The concert, which featured The Lakeside 
Pride Symphonic Band, touched on the movie 
Mr. Holland’s Opus (which was a surprise hit 
when it was released at Christmas of 1995 
and featured performances from Oscar win-
ners Richard Dreyfuss and Olympia Dukakis) 
while focusing on its message of educators 
positively influencing their students through 
music and the arts. 

With departing Lakeside Pride board mem-
ber James G. Stevens serving as emcee, the 
evening was packed with symphonic works 
by Johannes Brahms, George Gershwin, Lud-
wig von Beethoven and John Phillip Sousa, 

and featured the fictional Mr. Holland’s “An 
American Symphony” that composer Michael 
Kamen wrote for the film.

Amidst the varied program were several 
anecdotes from board members and guest 
conductors on how their music teachers had 
inspired them in the past. Along with the 
concert, the evening included homemade 
refreshments, a silent auction and a raffle 
with the goal of raising funds to purchase 
uniforms for The Lakeside Pride Freedom 
Marching Band.

If the evening glanced at the past, the pre-
sentation also looked to the future, with a 
short interlude from The Lakeside Pride Brass 
Quintet and the announcement of incoming 
board members.

The concert came loaded with surprises, as 
Lakeside Pride conductors Kyle Rhoades and 
Jason Duran were joined by guest conductors 
Brayer Teague and Nick White. The biggest 
surprise of the night came from longtime do-
nor and supporter Dick Uyvari, who donated 
the entire fundraising goal of $1,000 in the 
name of his partner, the late Joseph La Pat.

Lakeside Pride’s brass quintet. 
Photo by Vern Hester. See more photos at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

renee Phoenix (center) leads Fit for rivals. 
Photo courtesy of Leigh Greaney

http://www.wcpabenefit.brownpapertickets.com


By MeLISSA WASSerMAN

Greg Salustro fondly remembers road trips with 
friends in his 1975 Chevrolet Capris Classic to 
Chicago, when living in the city was only just 
a dream. His documentary, American Dreaming, 
which is his first in the works, travels back even 
further to the cars of the past and the creative 
minds behind Detroit’s automobiles.  

Salustro grew up in Detroit during a time 
when his neighborhood became newly inte-
grated. Born with cars in his blood, his father 
worked for Ford Motor Company and would 
sometimes bring home cars with experimental 
engines. It was a Ford family, he said. 

More than just hearing running engines, 
Salustro grew up within a large Italian family 
and developed a love for opera from listening 

to the Metropolitan Opera radio broadcasts. He 
still remains a huge opera fan and his inter-
ests expanded over the years to include archi-
tectural history, which he studied in graduate 
school and film. 

“I’ve always loved film and part of that was 
because growing up in a larger, noisy family, 
the only privacy I could get was staying up 
late night and watching all the old movies that 
were rerun constantly on late night television,” 
said Salustro. 

Salustro received his bachelor’s degree from 
Michigan State University and a masters in 
public administration from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. He has worked at Chicago 
nonprofits, including Howard Brown Health 
Center, Chicago Public Media and Thresholds. 
He recently retired as vice president of exter-
nal affairs at Golden Apple Foundation and 
teaching at Columbia College. Now, he is the 
treasurer of the board of directors of Chicago 
Filmmakers and the volunteer chair of Reeling 
film festival, and is building a life with his hus-
band Wayland Wong in Evanston and in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. 

“I joined the board of Chicago Filmmakers 
just because I wanted to see the LGBT film fest 
come back,” said Salustro. “It had been on hia-
tus for a year and I wanted to bring it back. So, 
I really got involved with film and documentary 
film in the last three years with my interest in 
LBGTQ film.”

Salustro and Robert Edwards, also a Detroit 
native, have been friends for 35 years and were 
inspired for their own film project as they vis-
ited garage sales and discovered beautiful, old 
drawings of old automobiles. As they started to 
collect the drawings, Salustro knew they had 
to make a movie about these unseen works of 
art and tell the artists’ stories for preservation. 

American Dreaming is a full-length docu-
mentary about U.S. automotive styling during 
1946-1973, featuring interviews of the male 
and female artists who designed Detroit’s auto-
mobiles. Salustro is the production’s executive 

producer, while Edwards is the producer. The 
project also includes cinematographers Jim To-
scano and Danny Giani. 

“The story is the story of how after World 
War II the automobile companies had exces-
sive capacity and they had to reinvent a way 
to get Americans to go back and buy new cars, 
so they hired artists to make concept designs,” 
said Salustro. “What we’re discovering is that 
there’s these rich histories, of course. It’s an-
other industry where a design concept or an 
artistic concept led American culture and we’re 
finding that it’s rich with LGBTQ stories. As 
we’re going forward with this documentary, 
we’re finding while it wasn’t conceived as an 
LGBTQ story, we’re learning that there’s an LG-
BTQ contribution that enriches the story.”

Salustro and Edwards also co-curated the ex-

hibition “American Dreaming: Detroit’s Golden 
Age of Automotive Design,” running through 
Saturday, May 2, at Lawrence Technological 
University in Michigan. The exhibit coincides 
with the documentary as it offers a look inside 
the design studios of Detroit’s automakers from 
1946-1973. Salustro describes this exhibit as 
somewhat of a premiere to the public and a 
space where some of the original designers will 
see their work displayed for the first time. 

“For the first time they’re going to be getting 
the credit that they deserved for 50/60 years,” 
Salustro said.

The work for the film began about a year ago. 
The process has included tracking down the art-
ists, building trust with them, and scheduling 
them for the film. The artists’ stories, Salustro 
emphasized, have never been told. As Salustro 
and Edwards continue to work on the piece, 
they have about 60 hours of film and about 
60 more hours to go with edits to make over 
the approximately the next six months. Within 
the work, 11 or 12 artists are expected to be 
interviewed in total. An Indiegogo campaign is 
set up to raise funds for the film. 

“For me, the specialness about the topic it-
self is that this is a time where American in-
dustry led the ideals of the nation,” Salustro 
said. “Art is influencing design and our culture 
and innovation. You can see it at Apple, you 
can see it at Google, you can see it everywhere 
in Silicon Valley, you can see firms in 1871 in 
Chicago and innovative firms are doing their 
best to incorporate artistic concepts into con-
sumer products and even into management 
theory. It’s all relevant.” 

For more information, 
visit:Americandreamingfilm.com or https://
www.facebook.com/AmericanDreamingMov-
ie/info?tab=page_info.

To donate to the “American Dreaming” 
Indiegogo campaign, visit https://www.in-
diegogo.com/projects/american-dreaming-
mid-century-car-design-on-film

Documentary drives
down memory lane

Greg Salustro (left) and robert edwards. 
Photo by Freeage LLC
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1950s Lincoln Futura. 
Image by Charles balogh

BOOK REVIEW

The Old Deep
and Dark
by Ellen Hart
$25.99; Minotaur 
Press; 296 pages
By TerrI ScHLIcHeNMeyer
 
Your favorite Hollywood star is in the head-
lines—again.

By now, it shouldn’t surprise you. He’s in 
some sort of scrape a couple times a year, 
probably just so he can keep top-of-mind. 
Staying in the news: that’s the way stardom 
works.

Then again, as you’ll see in the new mys-
tery The Old Deep and Dark, by Ellen Hart, he 
could have secrets he wants good and buried.

 When Cordelia Thorn bought a crumbling 
old theater in downtown Minneapolis, she 
hoped to restore it to it former grandeur. The 
basement of the building held a century of 
performing bric-a-brac, proof that many stars 
had strode across its stage.

The theater—renamed the Thorn Lester 
Playhouse—had also been the site of a ru-
mored gangland murder back in the ‘30s. 
That didn’t bother Cordelia—it was “tradi-
tion” to have a ghost in an old theatre, just 
as it was good business to bring back stars 
from the stage’s heyday. She was consider-
ing, in fact, bringing back Kit Deere.

It had been many years since Kit had ap-
peared onstage in Minneapolis, though she 
was still considered “theatrical royalty” in 
Minneapolis. Still acting, and now living in 
Nashville with her husband, country singer 
Jordan Deere, Kit had a dream life—until 
Jordan called for an ominously mandatory 
family meeting.

Booker Deere, Kit’s son, had been fully 
aware of his parents’ unique lifestyle, and 
he knew that long-kept secret was about to 
blow sky-high: his father had penned a “nov-
el” that was a little too close to the truth. 
Booker knew that absolutely nobody in the 
family wanted that book published. Nobody.

But who would want it quashed enough to 
murder Jordan Deere?

Private investigator Jane Lawless definite-
ly had her hands full: She was trying to keep 
her restaurant smoothly running, trying to 
help her lawyer-father in his defense of Kit, 
and trying to understand what was going on 
with her new girlfriend, Avi. 

The former could take care of itself. The 
latter, well, it was probably over anyhow. 
And the Deere investigation? That was com-
plicated—more so when the skeletal remains 
of three people tied to Kit were discovered…

As mysteries go, “The Old Deep and Dark” 
is okay.

There are plenty of distractions here to 
keep whodunit fans guessing, at least for 
awhile. The characters—though there are 
way too many of them—are fine: quirky 
enough to be interesting, but not nasty 
enough to completely hate. It’s good to see 
Jane Lawless again in a setting that’s cozy 
and familiar, though the story itself contains 
implausible plotlines including a lawyer who 
pushes the boundaries of ethics and a family 
secret that seems unkeepable for the decades 
that author Hart wants us to accept.

Ultimately, though I’m so-so on this book, 
I think Jane Lawless mystery fans will rejoice 
at a new installment with their favorite PI. If 
you’re new to this series, however, this isn’t 
the book to start with. If you’re new, you 
may find The Old Deep and Dark to be too 
shallow and light.

Want to start at the beginning? Look for 
Hallowed Murder and Vital Lies, both by El-
len Hart.

Author ellen Hart. 
Photo by Kathleen L. Kruger
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By Jerry NUNN

For two days, throngs of people pigged out at 
Baconfest chicago, conveniently located at 
the UIC Forum. 
 April 17-18 were busy days, with both lunch-
time on Saturday and dinner sessions on Friday 
and Saturday—all with lines down the block. 
Bacon-loving fans waited to visit more than 
170 various chefs at their booths as the place 
was packed, with 4,500 guests expected this 
year. Thankfully, there was a Baconfest Lounge 
(courtesy of the Acme Hotel Company) where 
attendees could sit for a minute and digest 
their hearty samples right outside.
 Baconfest turned seven in 2015 and has pro-
vided more than 1 million meals to the Greater 
Chicago Food Depository over the years. 
 Awards and prizes were distributed for 
achievement in the bacon arts for participants, 
including poetry contests winners with a ba-
con theme. Raffle prizes raised money for the 
food drive with gift bags galore for lucky ticket 
holders. Seven year veterans for this pork party 
included Chef Troy Graves, Chef Nathan Sears, 
Chef Pat Sheerin, David Burke’s Primehouse and 
Signature Room.

 More than 40 new restaurants were added 
to the mix this year, among them Ceres’ Table, 
Kaiser Tiger and Charlatan. Standouts in the 
newbies section were chili-rubbed pork-butt 
tacos from Velvet Taco and duck fat-wrapped 
hot dogs with cheese sauce at BottleFork/Duck 
Inn.
 There were many desserts to choose from, 
such as flying pig cotton candy provided by 
Farmhouse Chicago and dark chocolate bacon 
cookies that Pinstripes presented.
 Drink tickets were part of the package, with 
libations from beers like Lagunitas and Goose 
Island, among several others. Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka mixed cocktails while bottled water sta-
tions (courtesy of Smeraldina Water) helped to 
wash down all the crispy cured goodness.
 Follow Bacon Month and next year’s festi-
val details at baconfestchicago.com.

Baconfest: 
The annual 
meat-and-greet

the DISHthe DISH
Weekly Dining Guide in
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ADVERTISE HERE 
ADVerTISe Here: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

CLEANING SERVICES
cHeSTNUT cLeANING SerVIceS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

GARAGE SALE
37 yeArS OF STUFF Garden Items: Tools, Large Pots, 
Small Freestanding Fountains, Lawn Ornaments, Sea-
sonal Display Items, Electric Snow blower. Garage 
Shelving, Antique Ice Cream Chairs, Wooden Occasion-
al Furniture, Christmas Ornaments. Large, (3 piece) 
Craftsman tool chest. Other items too numerous to 
list! May 2nd & 3rd, 9-5. 1926 W. Winnemac Ave. 
(4/22/15-2)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKe yOUr HOMe LOOK FABULOUS! Now schedul-
ing Spring and Summer home repair and remodeling 
projects.  We do bathrooms, carpentry, drywall repairs, 
deck cleaning and staining and painting. “A+” with 
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. 
Free Estimates! Andy Oncall 847-328-3100 www.
andyoncallchicago.com  (10/14/15-56)

crOSSING yOUr FINGerS to tie the knot after the Su-
preme Court rules? Everyone deserves their destination 
wedding in Selma, Alabama.  Get your house party 
presentable. Budget Right Handyman is now offering 2 
hours of service $110. call 877-507-2126 to sched-
ule. (5/20/15-8)

eXPerIeNceD HANDyMAN / PAINTer - NOrTHSIDe 
Need a quick fix or spruce up? Small jobs and bath-
rooms a specialty. Excellent results at reasonable cost. 
Free estimates. call 219-873-6454 (4/15/15-2)

HELP WANTED

MASSAGE
MASSAGe FIrST-cLASS ASIAN MALe MASSeUr. Lon-
don-trained and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide 
experience and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfac-
tion assured. Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 
(6/24/15-13)

MEDIATION SERVICES
McDONOUGH MArITAL MeDIATION SerVIceS Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
call Virginia 630.355.7055 or McDonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McDonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

LEGAL SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
INcLUSIVe cATHOLIc cOMMUNITy. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. Learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDerING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSe WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephriceInteriors.com (6/3/15-13)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

CONDO - FOR SALE
FANTASTIc LAKe VIeWS of Belmont & Montrose har-
bors and downtown.  3550 N LSD, 24th floor, 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Walk in shower, newly remod-
eled kitchen and baths. Security building, receiving & 
community rooms, library, convenience store, clean-
ers, fitness center. Full indoor garage with 24 hour at-
tendants. $368,800. For sale by owner.  1-773-929-
7668 (4/29/15-4)

REAL ESTATE - FOR SALE
BUyING A HOMe IN cHIcAGO? FREE Buyers Represen-
tation! FREE Instant Access to Chicago’s Top Gay/Les-
bian Realtors. Search On-line at www.Gayrealestate.
com or Toll Free 1-888-420-MOVe No Cost or Obliga-
tion + FREE Relocation Information. (9/9/15-26)

FOR RENT - THERAPY OFFICE
LAKeVIeW GrAce & ASHLAND Two beautifully fur-
nished offices for rent. Wi-Fi, waiting room, kitchen-
ette. Close to public transportation, Divvy Bikes, abun-
dant street parking. Professional, friendly atmosphere. 
Inter-office referrals. $11 per hour - 2 hour blocks per 
week; up to yearly lease available. call: cheri DeMoss 
773-338-2889 or email: cdemoss@empoweringop-
tions.com for more information (6/10/15-13)

CLASSIFIEDS

?? ?

?LGBTRIVIALGBTRIVIA
ANSWER:

Marcus Aurelius
Questions from That’s So Gay! A Game of LGBTQ 

Discovery, a 2400-question board game available from 
Women & Children First Books and on Amazon.com.

From page 9

Sales Rep Needed
Windy City Times is seeking an 

experienced salesperson.
Sell print, web, email and 

sponsorship.
Leads provided, but cold 

calling is a must.
Reps work from home.

Please email resume to:
Terri@

WindyCityMediaGroup.com

REAL ESTATE

Photos by Andrew Davis

Radio,” I knew I had to write it with her. This 
began a conscious back and forth of what we 
remember about the ‘70s. Jill was totally on-
board as long as we mentioned Patty Hearst!

Doing the song has put me back in touch 
with her. She is the bomb. She has an endless 
energy for life and music.

We have always had a funny thing because 
she wrote a song called “I Kissed a Girl” and I 
wrote a song “When I Was a Boy.” One time a 
person yelled out for me to sing her song, but 
that is a common mistake.

WcT: Do you have a large band coming 
with you on the road?

DW: It is a trio and very rocking. My favorite 
configuration has always been a trio. This is a 
very good one. On all of the string instruments 
is Josh Kaler but we are going to bring a drum 
with us just to see what happens because he 
also plays drums. On keyboards is Bryn Roberts. 
They are both great singers so we will bring in 
all of the harmonies.

Jill is coming also; she is my opening act. 
She is doing it as a favor for me. I am going 
to snag her for as much as she will do the tour 
with me!

See Williams and Sobule perform at Thalia 
Hall, 1807 S. Allport St., on April 25 at 8 
p.m.

WILLIAMS from page 15



Wed., April 22
evening for restore Justice Illinois Featur-

ing Jeanne Bishop, activist and author of 
Change of Heart. Photography and video 
in the exhibit “Try Youth as Youth.” Learn 
about a new civic organization dedicated 
to reducing mass incarceration by effec-
tively engaging in the legislative process 
and elections. Wine, hors d’oeurves. RSVP 
by April 15 to jobi.cates@restorejusticeil-
linois.org  5:30pm - 7:00pm   David Wein-
berg Photography, 300 W. Superior Street 
Suite 203, Chicago  http://restorejusticeil-
linois.org

Bon Foster Conversation, community and 
cocktails with Lambda Legal. $200.  
6:00pm - 9:30pm   Modern Wing, Art In-
stitute Of Chicago, 280 S. Columbus Dr., 
Chicago  312-663-4413, ext. 335.  http://
bit.ly/bonfoster15  Tickets: http://www.
lambdalegal.org/events/bonfoster

Brandy Lien Worrall Author, What Doesn’t 
Kill Us: A Memoir. Chronicles author’s jour-
ney with an aggressive, rare breast cancer 
at the age of thirty-one.   7:30pm   Women 
& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.womenandchildren-
first.com

Thursday, April 23
Give your choice A Voice Pro-Choice Art-

ists Invited to April Speak-Out featuring 
spoken-word, comedy, music and dialogue 
about abortion, contraception, adoption, 
birth, gender identity and reproductive 
justice. Suggested donation is $10 with 
proceeds supporting Chicago NOW and the 
Chicago Women’s Health Center. Interested 
performers should contact Chicago NOW at 
chicagonow.org@gmail.com or on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/NOW.Chi to 
guarantee a performance slot. Performers 
may also sign up the night of the event.  
7:00pm - 10:00pm   The Heartland Cafe, 
7000 N. Glenwood Ave., Chicago  http://
www.facebook.com/NOW.Chi 

Tracy K. Smith Author, Ordinary Light, the 
story of a young woman struggling to fash-

ion her own understanding of belief, loss, 
history, and what it means to be black 
in America.  7:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Joan Armatrading, final world tour West 
Indies-born British singer-songwriter, 
known for “Love And Affection,” “Willow” 
and “Drop The Pilot.” $85, $95 and $105. 
6pm doors open  8:00pm   City Winery Chi-
cago  1200 W Randolph St. Tickets: http://
www.citywinery.com/chicago/ .

Angry Fags What happens when activism 
gets angry. Two men feel helpless when 
their friend is the victim of an assault. 
Then, they feel something new: pure, unfil-
tered rage.   8:00pm   Steppenwolf Garage, 
1624 N Halsted, Chicago  Tickets: http://
pridefilmsandplays.com

Friday, April 24
Peter Slevin Author, Michelle Obama: A Life, 

tracing her life from her family’s history 
back to slavery through the White House 
provides a portrait of a working mother, 

who balances her duties as a professional 
with those as a mother and a wife  7:30pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 N 
Clark St Chicago  http://www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com

reina Williams and crys Matthews Both 
OUT singer-songwriters of political and re-
lationship music. $15  9:00pm   Uncommon 
Ground on Devon  1401 W Devon Ave Chi-
cago  http://www.uncommonground.com/
pages/clark_home/19.php

Jackhammer’s 15th-anniversary party In-
vite only 9-11 pm (see bartender for an 
invite). Open to the public at 11. Special 
performances by Monica Beverly Hillz, porn 
star Aleks Buldocek, and dancers Rah and 
Cody Domino. Hosted by Chanel Exotique. 
Suggested donation of $5 to benefit TPAN.  
9:00pm - 4:00am   Jackhammer  6406 N 
Clark St Chicago  http://www.jackhammer-
chicago.com

Saturday, April 25 
Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance 

(LGBTQ) Support meeting to talk about ill-
nesses, symptoms, treatment, doctors, and 
personal issues such as dating, relation-
ships and work. Center on Halsted 3656 N 
Halsted   11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
dbsa-glbt-chicago.com

Bayard rustin Unsung hero of the movement 
is the subject of a day-long event devoted 
to pondering his life and legacy. Walter 
Naegle, Rustin’s partner, will speak. Panel-
ists Jamie Frazier of The Lighthouse Church 
of Chicago, Kim L. Hunt of Affinity, Com-
munity Organizer Veronica Morris Moore. 
Screening of Brother Outsider. Continental 
breakfast and lunch.   8:30am - 4:30pm   
University Church, 5655 S. University Ave., 
Chicago  http://www.facebook.com/Ba-
yardRustinSociety 

The Fifth Annual Pastoral’s Artisan Pro-
ducer Festival (APF) Presented by The 
Specialty Food Association, showcases the 
talents of local, national and international 
producers of high-quality artisan foods and 
beverages. Free and open to the public.  
11:00am - 3:00pm   Chicago French Mar-
ket, 131 N. Clinton St., Chicago.  http://
www.pastoralartisan.com

Havana in chicago To benefit people of Cuba 
with medical supplies, services. Cuban buf-
fet, Cuban music and dance, Cuban-in-
spired cocktail, and Cuban-inspired silent 

auction. $50 per person. Ticket at door and 
online.   4:00pm - 8:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 
N Halsted St Chicago  Tickets: http://first-
handaid.org/purchase-tickets 

congregation Or chadash 40th-anniversa-
ry gala Honoring Judith Golden, cantorial 
soloist, Bob Cohn and Frank Nussbaum, 
founding members.  6:00pm   Hotel Allegro  
171 W Randolph Chicago  Tickets: http://
www.orchadash.org

chicago Halfway to Michfest Party: 1976: 
When it All Began Featuring Reina Wil-
liams, Crys Matthews, Mimi Gonzales, CC 
Carter, with DJ All The Way Kay, DJ Sandra 
Suave and a dozen local musicians. Win 
Michfest tickets. Doors 7pm. Free raffle 
tickets at the door if you arrive by 8:30pm  
7:00pm - 12:00pm   Abbey Pub, 3420 W 
Grace St., Chicago  http://www.facebook.
com/groups/Chicagomichfest 

equality Illinois 2015 Spring Fling DJ, 
dancing, wine, craft cocktails bar, entry to 
all museum exhibits, access to the muse-
um’s beautiful rooftop. Silent auction. $65  
8:00pm - 11:30pm   The National Hellenic 
Museum, 333 S Halsted St. Chicago  Tick-
ets: https://equalityfederation.salsalabs.
com/o/35010/p/salsa/event/common/
public/?event_KEY=3384

Monday, April 27
Sarah Siddons tribute: So Beautiful Rec-

ognizing annually actresses of enormous 
talent, this year Tony Award winner 
and Evanston native Jessie Mueller. $95  
7:30pm   The Marriott Theatre  10 Marriott 
Dr Lincolnshire, IL 60069  800-838-3006  
Tickets: http://Beautiful.BrownPaperTick-
ets.com

Tuesday, April 28
chicago rally for LGBTQ rights Protest dur-

ing the Supreme Court hearing  5:00pm   
Federal Plaza  50 W. Adams St. Chicago  
http://www.gayliberation.net/home.html

Preserving community: celebrating the 
Queer Asian American Archive Project 
Celebrate and hand off the collected oral 
histories, documents of Chicago i2i and 
Mango Tribe, digital images to UIC. Re-
freshments. Free. Brief remarks at 6 pm.  
5:00pm - 6:00pm   Daley Library, Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago, 801 S. Morgan 
St., room 1-470, Chicago  http://uic.edu

Doubt: A Parable Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play about authority, suspicion, ambiguity 

and religion: a progressive young priest’s 
conduct comes under question. Writers 
Theatre presents through The show runs 
July 19. Tuesdays & Wednesdays: 7:30pm 
(with select 2 0pm Wednesday matinees). 
Thursdays & Fridays: 8 pm, Saturdays: 
4:00pm and 8 pm, Sundays: 2 pm and 6 
pm  7:30pm   Glencoe Union Church, 263 
Park Ave, Glencoe

Social Justice Stand Up: comedy with a 
conscience In honor of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, nationally-acclaimed 
comics Hari Kondabolu, Micia Mosely and 
Fawzia Mirza celebrate progressive, activ-
ist comedians. Catharsis Productions is a 
theatre and education company that uses 
humor to educate on sexual assault, hate 
speech and gender bias. $15. Discounts for 
students and non-profits.   9:00pm   The 
ComedySportz Theatre  929 W Belmont 
Chicago  Tickets: http://www.catharsispro-
ductions.com/sjsu

Wed., April 29
Host committee Meeting for 28th Annual 

National conference on LGBT equality: 
creating change! First monthly host com-
mittee meeting. 6pm nosh/socializing. 
Everyone welcome with RSVP to: creat-
ingchange@thetaskforce.org.  6:30pm 
- 8:30pm   Alexandra Campus Center, Co-
lumbia College, Chicago  http://www.the-
taskforce.org

Sunday, May 3
Music for Matthew An evening of music 

and merriment to benefit The Matthew 
Shepard Foundation. Two live bands, raf-
fles, food and drink.  6:00pm - 11:00pm   
Southport and Irving, 4000 N. South-
port Ave., https://www.facebook.com/
events/1546311818962547/

The chicago House Spring Brunch and 
Fashion Show 2015 The Board of Trustees 
hosts a fashionable brunch in the Win-
ter Garden Ballroom.  12:00pm - 3:00pm   
Harold Washington Public Library  400 S 
State Chicago  Tickets: http://www.chica-
gohouse.org/?post_events=spring-brunch-
and-fashion-show
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‘FOSTER’ THE PEOPLE

Lambda Legal’s Bon Foster 
event will be at the Art 
Institute of chicago.
Photo of Camilla Taylor by 

Gretchen Rachel Hammond

Wed., April 22

Gerber/Hart celebrates
Sandfield Exhibition Gallery

Chicago’s LGBT Gerber/Hart Library and Archives, 6500 N. Clark St., 
unveiled the new Sandfield Exhibition Gallery at a special event April 19. 
The Norman L. Sandfield Charitable Fund of the Dallas Jewish Community 
Foundation recently donated $100,000 to Gerber/Hart, and Sandfield also 
gifted 50 boxes of his archival material. 

Some of those items are now on display in the exhibit “Preserving His-
tory/Expanding Culture: Selections from the Norman L. Sandfield Collec-
tion.” There are a wide range of items from his many different collections, 
including AIDS pins, cards and stamps; rainbow-themed buttons, stickers 
and games; Gay Games memorabilia; Jewish LGBT items including Congre-
gation Or Chadash newsletters and shirts; and political items. 

See www.gerberhart.org.

Main: Norman Sandfield with exhibit items. 
Inset: The Sandfield exhibition Gallery plaque. 
Photo of Sandfield by Tracy Baim; photo of the exhibit plaque 
courtesy of Gerber/Hart Library and Archives



“Yeah, I do my best work naked. ... It’s all 
downhill from there.”—David Burtka discusses 
his thoughts on appearing nude in plays. As I 
always say, know your strengths.

This column is being filed to you from the 
friendly skies. Alas, I’m not flying out of Den-
ver, where they get very friendly with you as 
you go through security. Last week, two Den-
ver-based TSA agents were fired after it was 
discovered that hot male passengers were be-
ing falsely patted down. The way the scheme 
worked was the male TSA agent would let his 
female co-worker know when he found some-
body attractive. She would then flag him and 
request a pat down, which would be done by 
the male agent. In these cases, he would pat 
both the groin and buttocks area—which I be-
lieve is how they pat people down in prison! 

The TSA was alerted to this situation by an 
anonymous tip—likely from a heterosexual 
male. Turns out that other agents knew of 
these shenanigans. One said, “There was more 
people that knew it was going on. They made 
it seem like a game.” So remember, if you aren’t 
patted down going through security, you may 
not be as hot as you think.

Moments after Hillary Clinton officially an-
nounced her candidacy for president, a small 
group of San Franciscans started a campaign, 
cheekily called “I’d Bottom for Hillary.” I’m not 
exactly sure how bottoming would help her, but 
I suspect a strap-on might be involved. In a 
related story, these same guys would also bot-
tom for a sunny day.

We hear that Liza Minnelli has concluded her 
most recent stay in rehab. Her spokesperson 
said, “Liza is home and doing great. She is very 
excited to get back on-stage and to see her 
fans again.” Her first scheduled gig is at the IP 
Casino Resort Spa in Biloxi, Mississippi, on July 
24. So, she’s excited—she’s just not anxious. 
However, she was anxious to come to West Hol-
lywood, where she was spied eating at Pump 
just hours before we filed this.

It’s never too early to book your tickets for 
the oodles of special concerts that will take 
place this summer in Provincetown. The vener-
able Crown & Anchor will host some of the big-
gest names from Broadway—people like Berna-
dette Peters, Barbara Cook, Jennifer Holliday, 
Linda Lavin, Shirley Jones, Billy Porter and the 
delectable Jeremy Jordan, who, by the by, ap-
peared nude with Chad Allen in the play The 
Little Dog Laughed. (Non-nude photos can be 
found on BillyMasters.com). To snag tix, check 
out OnlyAtTheCrown.com.

Not to be outdone, the Art House will feature 
a formidable array of talent, including Rosie 
O’Donnell, Seth Rudetsky, Sam Harris, Neil Pat-
rick Harris and David Burtka, Audra McDonald 

and Will Swenson, Marilyn Maye, Roslyn Kind, 
in addition to Varla Jean Merman, and my Well-
Strung boys. Get your tix at PTownArtHouse.
com.

A trio of Black singers is considering a re-
union tour and a CD. No, not The Supremes 
(but I continue to hope). After appearing with 
Michelle Williams at the Stellar Gospel Awards, 
Kelly Rowland and Beyonce have discussed 
re-forming. There’s only one problem—mon-
ey earned as Destiny’s Child has to be split 
four ways. Four? One share goes to Matthew 
Knowles, who was the group’s manager. We 
hear there is no love lost between anyone in 
the trio and the former Svengali Jones. But the 
gals have come up with a clever work-around—
they could simply be called Beyonce, Michelle 
and Kelly. If that doesn’t work, might I suggest 
calling themselves The FLODC?

Surely, Going Clear presents some of Tom 
Cruise’s best acting work. Alas, the same can-
not be said of the Grace Kelly biopic starring 
Nicole Kidman. Rumors of a film in trouble 
seem to have been confirmed. The studio has 
pulled the flick from theatrical release and, in-
stead, will send it directly to television. Adding 
insult to injury, it won’t air on HBO or Show-
time. Nope, Grace of Monaco will have its world 
premiere on May 25 on Lifetime—television for 
women (and gay men).

By the by, it’s recently been reported that 
Suri Cruise hasn’t seen her father in well over a 
year. And who is that?

Laverne Cox continues to be a trailblazer—
she’s the first transgender person to be shot 
for Allure magazine’s annual “Naked Truth” is-
sue. She’s featured alongside Jordana Brewster, 
Katheryn Winnick, Nicole Beharie and Sandrine 
Holt. So not only is she the only transgender 
person in the group—she’s also the best known 
of the bunch.

This leads beautifully into our “Ask Billy” 
question, which, believe it or not, comes from 
Alexis Arquette in Delusionville (and I am 
bringing it to you exactly as he wrote it): “Did 
you not print a story about me and Jared Leto 
are you not a journalist maybe I have the wrong 
person but I believe it’s you if it is you you said 
I was untrustworthy source are you out of your 
mind I’m the first openly gay actor ever ever I 
built everything for ever young gay actor in this 
town. Are you not the gutter press writer for the 
frontiers crap rag?”

Oh my—where to begin? First, Frontiers is 
the paper that carries my column in Southern 
California, and it’s one of the biggest gay pa-
pers in the country. In fact, the story about 
Alexis and Jared Leto was recounted by Ar-
quette in an interview published in Frontiers. 
What I find most disturbing is that Arquette 
has such a low opinion of gay publications, es-
pecially since they have provided roughly 80 
percent of the press s/he’s ever received. I am 
sure that openly gay actors from Billy Haines in 
1933 to Tommy Kirk in 1973 pale in comparison 
to someone who once appeared on an episode 
of Friends as Drag Waiter #2. That said, my per-
sonal experience with Arquette over the past 
decade or two makes me more than qualified 
to have an opinion about his grasp on reality. 
Let this be a cautionary tale to you all—never 
believe your own press releases.

When most of you are asking, “Who is Alex-
is Arquette?,” it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. I’ll say one thing for dear 
Alex—at least s/he’s keeping up with www.Bil-
lyMasters.com, the site that’s always reliable! 
Should you have a question for me (and do 
use correct grammar and punctuation), send it 
along to Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I prom-
ise to get back to you before Hillary sets up a 
campaign booth at the Folsom Street Fair. Until 
next time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Laverne cox is now featured in another 
magazine: Allure.

APRIL 22, 2015 21WINDY CITY TIMES

Advertise in America’s premier LGBT publications today! Call 212-242-6863

Stronger than ever
Spending in America’s LGBT 
media is at a record high 
of $381.4 million, up 18.2% 
from 2012.  Circulation and 
readership of LGBT media are 
also up a healthy 15.1%*

Now that’s just SUPER!

A d v e r t i s e  i n  A m e r i c A’ s  p r e m i e r  L G B t  p u B L i c At i o n s  t o d Ay !

*2013 Gay press report

BAy AREA REPoRTER  I  BAy WINdoWS  I  BETWEEN ThE LINES  I  dALLAS VoICE  I  GA VoICE
GAy CITy NEWS  I  SoUTh FLoRIdA GAy NEWS  I  WAShINGToN BLAdE  I  WINdy CITy TImES

designed by Azer Creative: azercreative.com

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


By rOSS FOrMAN
 
In the 26-year history of the Chicago Smelts, a predominantly gay 
swimming club, the team recorded a first, literally, at the 2015 Il-
linois Masters Swimming Association (ILMSA) meet, held April 10-
12 at the Pleasant Prairie RecPlex in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin, 
an event the Lake Forest and Libertyville Swim Clubs co-hosted.
 There were 36 teams, with about 630 overall swimmers—almost 
all from Illinois, along with a few competitors from Indiana and 
Wisconsin. The meet included 3,400 individual races spread over 
42 races—and the Smelts won the state meet for the first time in 
team history.
 The Smelts finished second last year. Winning the title this time 
was “a treasured occasion,” said Christopher Barrett Politan, who 
lives in Chicago’s Lake View neighborhood and is the Smelts’ com-
petition coach.
 Politan is the executive director of the Northalsted Business Al-
liance and also runs a philanthropic advisory firm. And this is 
his third year with the Smelts. He didn’t swim in the state meet, 
but rather, watched, coordinated and of course guided the Smelts’ 
112-member team. The Smelts’ state team ranged in age from 18 
to 82, and about 90 percent fall under the LGBT banner.
 “Swimming is about putting in the work. You have to get in 
every day and commit to swimming the laps and making perfect 
those things requiring correction,” Politan said. “Each of the folks 
who lead the Smelts played an invaluable part in creating an en-
vironment for success. The leadership of the Smelts [is] Michael 
Thiry, Vicki Bolf, LeMikas Lavender, Steve Figg, and Allison Lloyd, 
along with the team’s coaches Clay Rehrig, Matt Trauner, Chris 
Layton, Heidi Kafka, Steve Gilberg, Mark Stori, Seth Hoff and Adam 
Parker. [They] really prepared the team for success over the course 
of the year.
 “With that infrastructure in place, I was pretty confident that 
the work would speak for itself.”
 Politan said the state title led to “elation and relief.”

“Having spent a year thinking about what could have been done 
better, I was relieved to win and humbled to be the smallest part 
of that victory,” he said. “Over the course of three days, I wit-
nessed swims that I could have never predicted. I saw staggering 
time drops from athletes in their 60s and remarkable lifetime best 
swims from athletes in their early 20s. 

“Each of the 112 athletes rose to the challenge of trying to win 
the first of these in our team’s history.”

Politan noted that one of the event’s surprises came on the first 
day of the meet, when the 1,650-yard freestyle race was held. “I 
was astounded to see that the 40 swimmers who had competed 
in that event dropped an accumulated 50 minutes of time from 
their seeds,” he said. “This is in a sport where races are won by 
hundredths of a second. There were folks who dropped five to 10 
minutes from their previous best [times, which was] amazing.”

In the final event, the women’s 200 medley relay, all of the 

swimmers not in that heat stood along the side of the pool and on 
the bulkhead, and for two minutes or so chanted in support—“a 
truly inspiring scene,” Politan said.

The team celebrated the title at SoFo Tap in Andersonville.
“There were so many truly amazing performances,” in the state 

meet, Politan said. “Choosing one would seem like a Sophie’s 
Choice moment. That said, if pressed I would say that, as a coach, 
I am always moved by the silent strength that some swimmers 
possess. That intuitive sense of internal purpose is astounding. 
One person on our team who embodies that is Rudy Espino. When 
he steps up to swim, one understands the beauty of swimming 
when done effortlessly.”

The Smelts had many newcomers this season, including Eric 
Chiu, who set three ILMSA State Records—in the 50-yard but-
terfly, 100-yard backstroke and the 100-yard Individual Medley. 

“I was thrilled that our relays, of which there were 69 out of a 
possible 72, dominated those events, including great performanc-
es [from the] record-setting women’s 35+ free relay composed of 
Dana Boulukos, Gabrielle Chang, Heidi Kafka and Kate Lorenz.”

In total, a whopping 100 first-place swims were recorded by 
the Smelts, including 11 first-place swims in the 400 Individual 
Medley.

The Smelts also claimed awards, presented to the high point 
winners of each gender, in each age bracket. The Smelts had eight 
high point winners: Justin Fernandez (male, 18-24) Natascha 
Mangan (female, 25-29), Eric Chiu (male, 25-29), Allison Lloyd 
(female, 30-34), Hanno Ahonen (male, 30-34), Gabrielle Chang 
(female, 35-39), Heidi Kafka (female, 50-54) and Phil Dodson 
(male, 60-64).

“As a member of the community and as someone who has 
coached LGBT teams elsewhere, I think that [this title believed 
to be] the first LGBT team to win this in Illinois, while very im-
portant, is also less important then the Smelts winning their first 
state championship.

“The team is comprised of extraordinarily strong and talented 
LGBT athletes, but more importantly, it is composed of athletes 
willing to support one another regardless of their gender identity, 
age or race. The Smelts are a community and that community won 
its first state meet.”

And they did so in convincing fashion.
“The margin [of victory] was really incredible,” Politan said. 

“Last year, our team finished second by a mere 24 points. Those 
24 points were a huge motivator as we geared up for this meet, 
beginning as early as last April. In fact, 24-points became a run-
ning mantra for the team. 

“In a sport that is often measured by hundredths of a second, 
to be victorious by 691 points, [that] is truly astonishing and a 
testament to the incredible hard work of all of the Smelts, both 
those in attendance at the meet and those folks who were unable 
to make it. Each and every Smelt contributed to this victory in a 
meaningful and substantive way.”

Smelts dominate Illinois meet
The chicago Smelts team snags first place at the state meet.
Photo of Christopher Politan (left) and Ross Patronsky courtesy of the Smelts
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