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Among the films Richard Knight Jr. reviews this week is the cinematic adaptation 
of Into the Woods (with Meryl Streep, above, as the witch). Image courtesy of 
Walt Disney Pictures
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Margaret Cho’s coming to 
Chicago Dec. 31. Find out 
what else she’s up to. 
Picture by Pixie
Vision Photography
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By CARRIe MAxWeLL

Local gay teen Naheige Lewis was among the first youths to deliver VING checks to a deserving person in 
their life. Each person received $1,000 to give away and Lewis chose Kristin Trammell, his best friend’s 
mom.

“She’s a very important woman in my life. It’s not just that she’s my best friend’s mom she’s a great 
support to me as well,” said Lewis. “I was looking at the work she’s done in the community and I really 
felt that she deserved to be acknowledged. She works with my school, Bloom Trail High School in Chicago 
Heights, as the leader of the parent booster club of the theater department. She was very much involved 
in other things within the community including hosting several food drives, spearheading a coat drive, 
a doing a dress drive for girls who wanted to go to prom.”

The VING Project’s tagline is “giVING, receiVING, belieVING… There’s a little VING in everything.” The 
organization’s aim is to give teens ages 14 to 18 a chance at connecting one-to-one to a person in need 
by making a video and answering the VING question: “If you had $1,000 to give to a person in need, 
who would you VING it to?” 

Lewis and seven other Chicago-area students were among the VING Project’s pilot program partici-
pants. Every month teens who are behind the most inspiring videos will be chosen from across the 
country to give to a person in need. The VING Project is, according to its website, “supported by a family 
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TRANSMOPOLITAN: TRANSGENDER RESILIENCE
Trans activist Precious Davis presents a multimedia project 
on Chicago’s transgender history and will moderate a 
multigenerational panel discussion with members of the trans 
community featuring Andre Perez, Gloria Allen, Owen Daniel 
McCarter, Mimi Marks and Angelica Ross.

PURCHASE TICKETS
General Admission  |  $20
Members & Students  |  $15 

Ticket includes light  
appetizers and refreshments. 
chicagohistory.org/outatchm

Clark Street at North Avenue  |  312.642.4600  |  chicagohistory.org

Major support for Out at CHM comes from the 
Exelon Corporation, Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett, 
with additional support from Lakeshore Beverage. 

    JANUARY 22

5:30 P.M. RECEPTION  |  6:30 P.M. PROGRAM

The Chicago History Museum gratefully acknowledges the support of the Chicago Park District on behalf of the people of Chicago.

FEBRUARY 14
CHICAGO, IL

UNITED CENTER

DAVE KOZ
SPECIAL GUEST

MANILOW

TICKET INFORMATION 
AT MANILOW.COM

http://www.chicagohistory.org/outatchm
http://www.manilow.com
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2014
a best-of jam

billy of the valley
L.A.’s Billy Masters’ column has some 
juicy tidbits about celebrities.
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By CARRIe MAxWeLL

Local gay teen Naheige Lewis was among the first youths to deliver VING checks to a deserving person in 

their life. Each person received $1,000 to give away and Lewis chose Kristin Trammell, his best friend’s 

mom.
“She’s a very important woman in my life. It

’s not just that she’s my best friend’s mom she’s a great 

support to me as well,” said Lewis. “I was looking at the work she’s done in the community and I really 

felt that she deserved to be acknowledged. She works with my school, Bloom Trail High School in Chicago 

Heights, as the leader of the parent booster club of the theater department. She was very much involved 

in other things within the community including hosting several food drives, spearheading a coat drive, 

a doing a dress drive for girls who wanted to go to prom.”

The VING Project’s tagline is “giVING, receiVING, belieVING… There’s a little VING in everything.” The 

organization’s aim is to give teens ages 14 to 18 a chance at connecting one-to-one to a person in need 

by making a video and answering the VING question: “If you had $1,000 to give to a person in need, 

who would you VING it to?” 
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Florida apparently will recognize same-sex 
marriages on Jan. 6, after the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to further stay a lower court’s 
ruling that the state’s ban on the unions is un-
constitutional.

The high court, without explanation, re-
jected Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi’s 
request to intervene. A U.S. District judge in 
Florida had ruled in August the state’s ban was 
unconstitutional but stayed the ruling to allow 
for appeals.

In August, U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle 
ruled the Florida ban—first put into law in 
1977 and written into the state’s constitution 
after a 2008 referendum—violates the “due 
process” and “equal protection” provisions in 
the U.S. Constitution’s 14th Amendment. He 
also stayed his own ruling.

Pro-LGBT organizations praised the high 
court’s action. “Committed and loving gay and 
lesbian couples in Florida are just as deserving 
of the right to marry as anyone else,” said Hu-
man Rights Campaign (HRC) Legal Director Sar-
ah Warbelow in a statement. “Every day these 
couples and their families are denied the pro-
tections and benefits that come with legal mar-
riage, they risk real and serious consequences.  
We look forward to the day that all couples are 
able to have their relationships recognized as 
valid under the law.”

“We are thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has 
denied the State’s request to delay marriages 
in Florida,” said Nadine Smith, CEO of Equality 
Florida, in a separate statement. “Every day of 
delay is another day of harm experienced by 
thousands of loving and committed same-sex 
couples in Florida.   It’s time to break out the 
wedding bells!  We look forward to January 6th 
being a special day—Florida is ready for the 
freedom to marry.”

holder: Trans bias
under Title Vii
 The Department of Justice is expanding a 
civil-rights law to include protections for trans-
gender workers. 
 NPR noted that Attorney General Eric Holder 
said the law, Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, will now ensure that workers who sue over 
discrimination in the workplace will get fair 
and consistent treatment.
 The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) responded 
to this announcement with a statement. “The 
decision by Attorney General Holder to fully 
embrace the legal standard set forth in Macy 

will go a long way towards advancing equal-
ity for the transgender community,” said Sarah 
Warbelow, HRC’s legal director. “Transgender 
people continue to face some of the highest 
levels of discrimination in the workplace. We 
are thrilled to see the Department of Justice 
take this important step.”
 The American Military Partner Association 
(AMPA)—the nation’s largest organization for 
the partners, spouses, and families of LGBT ser-
vice members and veterans—responded to the 
news by calling on the Defense Department to 
end its currently unjustified sex discrimination 
against transgender troops by lifting the ban 
against open and honest service.

Gay manager of 
café killed in 
hostage situation

Tori Johnson, the gay café manager of the 
Lindt Chocolate Cafe in Sydney, Australia, was 
killed as he fought off an armed terrorist who 
took the cafe and its patrons hostage, accord-
ing to Towleroad. 

Johnson, who managed the café for two 
years, was trying to disarm the terrorist to 
provide cover for the other hostages as they 
fled during a moment in which the terrorist fell 
asleep.

Johnson, 34, is survived by his partner of 14 
years, Thomas Zinn. 

The article is at http://www.towleroad.
com/2014/12/gay-man-killed-in-sydney-
siege-died-protecting-hostages-video.html. 

former professor
receives five years
 Walter Williams, the former University of 
Southern California (USC) professor who helped 
co-found the ONE Institute and Archives at 
USC, has been sentenced to five years in fed-
eral prison for flying to the Philippines to have 
sex with minor boys he met online, according 
to Frontiers LA.
 Additionally, Williams must register as a sex 
offender, must pay $25,000 in restitution to 
seven victims, and will be under supervision for 
10 years upon his release.
 Williams, 66, had been living in Palm Springs 
since his abrupt retirement in February 2011 
from USC, where he taught anthropology, gen-
der studies and history for approximately 20 
years. He had been “intercepted” at Los Ange-
les International Airport after returning from 
one of his many trips to Southeast Asia, and 
child pornography was found.
 The original article is at http://www.fron-
tiersmedia.com/frontiers-blog/2014/12/16/
former-usc-prof-walter-williams-sentenced-
5-years-prison-sex-minors/. 

Venezuelan lGbT
activist murdered
 Venezuelan LGBT-rights advocates are mourn-
ing the death of a prominent same-sex mar-
riage activist who was murdered, The Washing-
ton Blade reported. 
 Sin Etiquetas, a Latin American LGBT website, 
reported that Giniveth “Gini” Soto was killed 
in the Bellas Artes neighborhood of Caracas, 
the Venezuelan capital, when she was struck 
in the head as someone tried to steal her car. 
Venezuela Igualitaria, a Venezuelan advocacy 
group, said in a press release that Soto was 
“brutally killed” while working as a taxi driver 
to make extra money for her wife and infant 
son, Salvador. 
 Soto, a 32-year-old psychologist, and her 
wife, Migdelis Miranda Rondon, who is also a 
psychologist, legally married in Argentina in 
June 2013.

florida to start same-sex
marriages jan. 6

U.S. Attorney General eric Holder.

neWs from cover

Growing up, my family was a bit unortho-
dox, on multiple levels. At the same time 
it was the best of what a family can be.

The love was unconditional.
 I have been thinking about that word 
a lot this year. As I delve deep into the 
issues of homeless LGBTQ youth, I often 
hear the youth say that what they are 
most missing are consistent adults in 
their lives, ones who can provide a safety 
net—and unconditional support.

When I returned from college at age 21, 
I moved back home while I looked for a 
job. Many of my friends did this in 1984, 
and a large percentage of the population 
still does this in 2014.
 My parents—my mom, my stepdad and 
by bio dad—always showed me uncon-
ditional love and support. When I came 
out as lesbian at age 17, I had their sup-
port (though my mom struggled mainly 
because she didn’t want me to suffer). My 
mom is the one who told me about a job 
opening at GayLife newspaper in 1984. 
When I co-founded Windy City Times in 
1985, they were supportive. And when I 
started my own papers (Outlines, BLACK-
lines, etc.), they pushed me to do my 
best. They even gave me a $1,000 loan, 
20 years before a bank would.
 What I see in this next generation of 
LGBTQ youth is that, for many of them, 

their hierarchy of needs has been so ne-
glected that they have no trust that any-
one will catch them when they fall. And 
most young adults do fall at some point.
 There are thousands of good people 
and dozens of agencies trying to help on 
the issue of homeless youth in Chicago. 
But it is clearly not enough. We must, as 
a community, do better.
 As a result of the Windy City Times 
youth summit in May, and the subse-
quent 70-page report, we have been try-
ing to fill in the gaps where youth asked 
for support. This includes a storage task 
force being headed by Lara Brooks and 
funded by The Pierce Family Foundation 
and the Polk Bros Foundation; the 750 
Club Apartment Adoption Project I am 
spearheading with fiscal sponsor AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago; a task force on 

transit costs we are working on with the 
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless; a job 
fair we co-hosted with local agencies 
including Chicago House, Center on Hal-
sted, Affinity and TransTech; an upcom-
ing entrepreneurial training with Star-
tOut, MB Financial Bank and the Center; 
a laundry project we hope to launch in 
2015; plus prevention efforts, foster care 
outreach, a push to have colleges bet-
ter serve their homeless populations, and 
much more.
 The Apartment Adoption Project is 
what I am most focused on right now. 
The city and other groups are trying for a 
“housing first” model of support. People 
can’t hold down jobs, go to school, care 
for their own children, or lead physically 
and mentally healthy lives without con-
sistent shelter.
 So I am asking for our community’s 
help in this project. For as little as $25 
a month, you can help sponsor an apart-
ment. Joined with others, each $750-a-
month pledge will house one youth. The 
apartments will all be managed by exist-
ing housing agencies, not individuals. 
Money donated is tax deductible, through 
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago.
 Team Captains commit to getting 
their friends together to raise enough 
for one apartment for two years. I am 

hoping this leads to 
mentorships and other 
longer-term relation-
ships with youth, ones 
that can create sta-
bility and connection 
for long-term success. 
How about each major 
corporation’s LGBT em-
ployee group, and each 
welcoming religious in-
stitution, sponsors its 
own apartment? Or our 
sports organizations, 
political groups and 
social clubs? 
 See http://tinyurl.
com/ApartmentAdopt 
for how this works.
 I am not naive, 
though I am optimis-
tic. The problem of 

youth homelessness is large, but Chicago 
is a city of big shoulders and big solu-
tions. 
 However, it is going to take many 
more people, companies, foundations, 
churches, schools, politicians and non-
profits stepping up to the plate to solve 
the complex issues that lead to home-
lessness, including poverty, racism, edu-
cational and criminal justice inequities. 
LGBTQ issues are really just part of the 
puzzle.
 People often help out once a year 
around the holidays, putting in volunteer 
time, donating toys and coats, and giv-
ing good cheer. But these youth need to 
eat 365 days a year, they need a bed 365 
nights a year, and they need consistent, 
unconditional support, 365 days a year.

editorial
By tRACy BAIM

unconditional

“What I see in this next 
generation of LGBTQ youth is 
that, for many of them, their 
hierarchy of needs has been 
so neglected that they have 
no trust that anyone will 
catch them when they fall. 
And most young adults do fall 
at some point.”

tracy Baim is co-founder and publisher of Windy City times.
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By SARAH toCe

After spending a decade at CNET, where she 
reported on Microsoft and Apple during the 
Hewlett Packard-Compaq merger period of com-
puting, Re/code’s Ina Fried is finally comfort-
able in her own skin. “I worked as a male for 
10 years and I’d been at my job at CNET for 
three or four years when I transitioned there,” 
Fried revealed. 

Fried has been vocal in the media about 
her transition. In a CNET article dated Aug. 
22, 2008, the Miami University of Ohio alum 
shared, “In the real world, I changed my gen-
der from male to female a few years back and 
haven’t looked back. But on Wikipedia, my pro-
nouns seem to be changing all the time. In 
the last few weeks, there’s been a debate as 
to whether ‘he’ or ‘she’ should be used on my 
page with different volunteer editors taking 
opposite positions on whether I am entitled 
to use female pronouns. After several days of 
being ‘he’ on Wikipedia, I was pleased Thursday 
to see that my pronouns had reverted back to 
the gender with which I identify.”

In a Metro Weekly interview two days earlier 
on Aug. 20, 2008, Fried spoke about transi-
tioning at work. “Transitioning here, people 
were very accommodating,” she said. ”But not 
everyone had familiarity with transgender is-
sues. Other employees had transitioned, but 
what was new was someone in the newsroom, 
someone facing the public. One of my big con-
cerns was that my gender would become the 
story. As journalists, we don’t want to become 
the story. But I was able to go back to doing 
my job. My gender hasn’t been an issue. I get 
lots of unfriendly email, but mostly from peo-
ple who feel one way or another about Apple 
or Microsoft.”

Six years later, Fried is still making a name 
for herself in the world of news—for something 
other than being transgender.

“One of the great opportunities I have as 
an open, out, visible transgender journalist is 
to be open and out and visible talking about 
things other than the fact that I’m transgen-
der,” said Fried. “It’s still fairly rare for trans-
gender people to be in the media for things 
other than being transgender. Thankfully, 
that’s starting to change. One of the great 
joys I have is being able to go on CNBC to talk 
about Windows 10, like I did this morning.”

Even with careful planning, overlap is often-
times inevitable.

“There are issues where technology and the 
fields that I cover and LGBT issues overlap. And 
certainly, I don’t see myself as an activist—
and I’m not even an LGBT beat writer—but 
that doesn’t mean that I’m not more sensitive 
and aware of issues that affect our commu-
nity,” said Fried. “I’m a sports fan—so I will 
write about the technology in sports; I will 
write about how LGBT issues are impacted by 
transgender issues, and I will encourage our 
staffers to do it so it doesn’t have to be me.”

A longtime member of the tech community, 
Fried recently shifted into a new position.

“I’ve been covering technology now for 15 
years. What’s really changed in the last four 
years is that I joined AllThingsD [in operation 
from 2007-2013] and then, as of Jan. 1, we 
went independent and became Re/code,” Fried 
said. 

Did the team stay together through the tran-
sition, so to speak?

“The same team is together, but we were 
owned by the Wall Street Journal, now we’re an 
independent company with NBCUniversal as a 
minority investor,” Fried said. 

The team Fried references includes Co-CEOs 
Walt Mossberg and Kara Swisher at the helm. 
Mossberg authored the weekly “Personal Tech-
nology” column in the Wall Street Journal 
for 22 years from 1991-2013. The prestigious 
Business News Luminaries inductee was the 
first technology writer to be awarded the Loeb 
award for Commentary. For her part, tech giant 
Swisher began covering digital issues for the 
Wall Street Journal’s San Francisco bureau in 
1997. The “Google Gal” is also a winner of the 
Loeb award for her coverage of Yahoo. She is 
the author of aol.com: How Steve Case Beat 
Bill Gates, Nailed the Netheads and Made Mil-
lions in the War for the Web [Times Business 
Books, July 1998].

Re/code is owned by independent media 
company Revere Digital LLC. Minority investors 
and strategic partners in Revere are the afore-
mentioned NBCUniversal News Group and Terry 
Semel’s Windsor Media. 

As with any independently-owned company, 
the concerted effort of the group pays off ex-
ponentially when all parts are greased up and 
working cohesively.

“We have a mobile conference coming up at 
the end of this month [Code Conference]. We 
really view that as an extension of our journal-
ism, so it’s a chance to get the biggest names 
in our industry on stage and really have a seri-
ous conversation. We call it live journalism.”

Live journalism has taken on a life of its own 
in Fried’s case. 

“It turns out this morning I was on CNBC 
talking, later this month we’ll be onstage inter-
viewing people … so I’m still definitely doing 
journalism, but it’s certainly a broader type of 
journalism than I might have imagined when I 
started out 20 years ago as an intern covering 
city council meetings,” she said.

Tech conferences may be the wave of the fu-
ture, according to Fried.

“Conferences can be lucrative for media com-
panies, and in this day and era of journalism, 
if you want to do good journalism you have 
to have a business model that pays for it; and 
one of the things that I really admire about 
Walt and Kara is that they are committed to 
every bit of the ethical standards of journal-
ism, but they’re also great entrepreneurs. Our 
conferences are great places, lots of news gets 
made there, we bring together people that you 
don’t see anywhere else, and it’s a good busi-
ness. And both of those things are important 
to the future of journalism,” Fried shared. “I 
really noticed, even when I was just coming 

out of school, where the industry was headed. 
I saw that the technology was going online, 
but I also saw that the business of journalism 
was changing, and I definitely have tried to go 
to places that were experimenting with both 
sides of those.”

Surprisingly little has changed for Re/code 
since venturing off on its own accord. One 
thing that has been altered, however, is the 
manpower.

“I think what’s great is that we’ve been able 
to grow. Our staff has increased considerably. 
Just since January 1, we’ve added a number 
of reporters, a number of top editors, so we’re 
basically able to do more than we were before,” 
Fried said. “I think in this era where everyone 
is trying to do more with less, that’s probably 

the case for a lot of incumbents, but it need 
not be the case for all of journalism. If we’re 
always just trying to do more with less, we’re 
doing it wrong. We have to find the growth in 
our industry or we can’t do our job.”

Growth results in sustainability in the field of 
journalism, and Re/code appears to take this 
concept with the weight it beckons.

“We’re always looking at ‘How can we do 
this?’ ‘How can we do more of what we’re do-
ing?’ ‘What can we do better?’ And I think that 
self-reflection and willingness to not question 
that just because something worked yesterday 
means it’s going to work tomorrow is really im-
portant. NBC’s a great partner, but they’re not 
our owner,” Fried said. “When we were part of 
the Wall Street Journal, Dow Jones and News 
Corp. owned us and we were a part of that larg-
er company. Now we have a very healthy and 
great partnership; we go on CNBC all the time, 
they come to our conferences, we’ve done stuff 
with The Today Show and Nightly News, and I 
think there will be more of that, and we’re re-
ally partners in every sense of that word. Walt, 
Kara and the team are actually deciding where 
we’re going next, how we’re going to grow.”

Swisher and her wife Megan Smith, who are 
the parents of two children, recently made a 
huge announcement: President Barack Obama 
named Smith to become the next United States 
Chief Technology Officer (CTO). Fried told us 
the news barely affected Re/code.

“It really hasn’t at all. I mean, Megan was a 
top executive at Google before [the announce-
ment] and we wrote about Google. One of the 
things that Kara pioneered was the idea early 
on of being very clear in our disclosures of our 
ties—I mean, we all have ties in our lives, we 
all overlap. Kara found her pathway of cover-
ing Google. We’re certainly not going to stop 
covering the United States. We didn’t stop cov-
ering Google and we’re not going to stop cover-
ing the United States,” Fried said.

Catch up with Ina Fried via Re/code at 
http://recode.net/author/ina-fried.

Tech talk with trans
journalist ina fried

Ina Fried. Image from Re/code
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By JASoN CARSoN WILSoN

Sex workers and their allies gathered to cel-
ebrate life and remember lives lost on Dec. 17. 
Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP)-Chicago 
began commemorating the International Day 
To End Violence Against Sex Workers with a 
march in downtown Chicago. 

A program and candlelight vigil at Jane Ad-
dams-Hull House followed.

“It’s important to remember the people we’ve 
lost this year and that they’re important,” 
SWOP Executive Board Member Blake Monroe 
said.

Monroe has been a full-service indoor escort 
for three years. He hoped the events sent an 
important message to sex workers.

“There are people here, who care for you and 
you can come to, if you need a home,” Monroe 
said.

Protesters stood outside Harold Washington 
Library Center’s north entrance at around 5:30 
p.m., before marching from the library to the
Blue Line Monroe stop, startling holiday shop-
pers and business people along the way. 

“Black lives matter! Trans lives matter!” they 
shouted. It was one of several chants.

Viva Leis was among the protesters and 
stressed the need to participate in the march.

“We are marginalized and our voice counts,” 
Leis said. “If we care about LGBT rights, we 
have to care about sex workers’ rights.”

Katherine Koster, who led the march, also 
stressed the need to acknowledge that sex 
workers deserve dignity.

“I think that people involved in the sex 
trade are a group of people, who face an in-
credible amount of discrimination, stigma and 
violence,” Koster said, noting that it’s a not a 
group of people, which the “general population 
thinks about or cares about.”

Violence against sex workers, according to 
Koster, in a broader sense, is connected to 
LGBT hate crimes as well as the criminalization 
of people of color. 

“It was really important that we make that 
public,” she said.

Marlene—pronounced like Miss Dietrich 
would—Dix shared her story. She acknowl-
edged that her journey differed from many sex 
workers. 

“I have a story, but mine is a definitely an 
exception,” she said. “I’m alive because of my 
White privilege.”

Dix has worked as an inside escort for 10 
years. She shared her story, which has included 
violence and trauma, during a 7 p.m. event at 
Jane Addams-Hull House. 

That violence and trauma, she said, helped 
forge solidarity with her fellow sex workers. 
But, Dix, especially, wanted to remember and 
honor the lives of transgender and women of 
color. In other words, she wanted to use her 
story to “rearticulate our solidarity.”

Dix said one part necessity and one part cu-
riosity led her into the sex worker industry. She 
became familiar with people, who stripped or 
were involved in domination. For Dix, commu-
nity and support is just as essential as solidar-
ity.

“Give more spaces, where sex workers actu-
ally talk,” she said.

Reyna Maria, a Hyde Park native and woman 
of color, blew stereotypes about sex workers 
out of the water.

“It almost doesn’t matter what strata you’re 
in,” she said. “People think your life is worth 
less. It’s very important for us to get our sto-
ries out.”

Parents so support her decisions. Although 
her father still struggles with her reality. He 

wants Reyna to go to law school. Her mother, 
on the other hand, just wants to know that 
she’s staying safe.

Reyna Ortiz, a transgender sex worker, owned 
her position as a role model.

“I want to bring light to transsexual sex 
workers and our community,” Ortiz said.

She stressed that people shouldn’t assume 
what inspired people to enter the industry.

“Sometimes, sex workers don’t have a choice 
and sex work becomes their life,” Ortiz said. 
“You can judge anybody until you walk a mile 
in their shoes.”

Sex work can often be an essential means to 
end—and ensuring survival.

“Some use it as a resource to progress in 
their transition,” Ortiz said, jokingly recalling 
what her drag mother would say. “When there’s 
no solution, there’s always prostitution.”

She asked those gathered to close their eyes 
and imagine being transsexual, who was stand-
ing on the strip on a cold night, and needing 
to make as much money as possible. Ortiz said 
that’s the challenge transsexual sex workers 
face each night. Of course, there’s added con-
cern about their safety.

Viva Leis, who participated in the march, 
also spoke at the event. Leis noted that 174 
sex workers were murdered in 2014. Recogniz-
ing that sex worker rights are human rights and 
pushing to decriminalize prostitution is the 
key.

“We need to fight back,” Leis said. “We need 
to stand up for each other. We need unique op-
tions to our problem. Prostitution is an Ameri-
can problem, because it’s criminalized.”

Until sex work is decriminalized, having a le-
gal ally is an important. Lam Nguyen Ho, the 
Community Activism Law Alliance executive di-
rector, talked about the nation’s second legal 
clinic specifically for sex workers.

“Together, we can do something to protect 
sex workers,” Lam said.

The attorney was once a sex worker. Lam de-
scribed being harassed by a pastor, while he 
stripped—in a previous life. The pastor alleg-
edly told Lam that he was going to hell while 
reaching into his G-string. The sex-worker ad-
vocate remembered feeling powerless when the 
strip-club owners did nothing.

“[That experience] did give me a sense of 
just how few protections there are,” Lam said.
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March, vigil stress
that sex workers’
lives matter, too

art becomes 
activism at 
‘We Must breathe’
By CARoLINe SIeDe

On Dec. 18, playwrights, spoken-word artists 
and actors gathered to talk about race at 
Victory Gardens Theater’s “We Must Breathe” 
event. The one-night-only performance 
aimed to add an artistic component to the 
national #BlackLivesMatter movement that 
has erupted in the wake of the deaths of Mi-
chael Brown and Eric Garner (and non-indict-
ments of those deaths). In addition to play-
ing to a sold-out house, the performance was 
live-streamed to viewers around the world.

While Garner’s final words, “I can’t 
breathe,” have become a rallying cry for out-
raged protestors, We Must Breathe aimed to 
create a space for healing through artistic 
expression. The 11 original pieces ranged 
from traditional two-person scenes to poetry 
to call-and-response songs. The  event pal-
pably charged the young but diverse crowd; 
they regularly snapped, clapped and cheered 
along with performers. 

Several pieces dealt directly with the 
deaths of Garner and Brown as well as the 
unrest in Ferguson, Missouri. Calamity West’s 
“No Knock, Or Thanksgiving In Saint Louis, 
2014” featured two young white women 
somewhat awkwardly discussing race dur-
ing a tense family holiday, while Kristiana 
Colón’s “3-Piece Meets Shay” followed the 
chance meeting of a Ferguson looter-turned-
protestor and a shopkeeper. 

Marcus Gardley’s “Schizophrenia Ameri-
cana” required actor Robert Cornelius to por-
tray six characters of various races, genders 
and ages. Gardley painted a complex picture 
of good intentions and internalized biases, 
never letting any one character—even a 
white police officer—become the villain of 
his piece. 

Artists also spoke to larger issues of ra-
cial inequality. Nambi Kelley’s visceral “Dead 
Of Night: The Execution of” described how 
police too often see a Black victim as a 
threat. Artist/activist Nikki Patin tied the 
oppression of Black people to the oppres-
sion of rape survivors. And before beginning 
his piece, prominent Chicago activist and 
poet Malcolm London called attention to We 
Charge Genocide’s demand for reparations for 
survivors of police torture during the brutal 
reign of Police Commander Jon Burge. 

But the stand out moment of the night 
came early when spoken word artist Javon 
Smith, who performs under the name Black 
Zygote, ended his piece by asserting that 
trans, queer, female, gay and poor Black lives 

matter because all Black lives do. The au-
dience burst into thunderous applause that 
lasted well after Smith had taken his seat. 

Following the performance, Congo Square 
Theatre Company’s Samuel Roberson led 
a somewhat stilted post-show discussion. 
“Are we preaching to the choir?” one per-
son asked via Twitter—a question Roberson 
posed back to the audience. He asked who 
in the room had attended a Chicago protest. 
Only about a fourth of the audience raised 
its hands. “If we’re preaching to the choir, 
we’re not preaching to a very active choir,” 
he noted.  

Those words seemed to galvanize the 
crowd. Following a final song and toy drive, 
attendees took to the streets. Led by mem-
bers of the Ferguson youth activist group 
Lost Voices, the audience members-turned-
protestors moved to the intersection of Ful-
lerton Avenue, Lincoln Avenue and Halsted 
Street, where they blocked traffic for about 
20 minutes in a peaceful demonstration and 
“die-in.” Protestors then linked arms and 
walked back to Victory Gardens’ Biograph 
Theater. A night of healing inside a theater 
ended with a protest outside of one. Dur-
ing the group’s final chant, the words “We 
have nothing to lose but our chains” rang 
out over Lincoln Park.

lesbian cop sues
city of Markham
By MAtt SIMoNette

A lesbian police officer on Dec. 17 sued the 
city of Markham in federal court, maintain-
ing that she was harassed for being a les-
bian, CBS 2 reported.

Officer Brittney Jackson alleges that she 
was repeatedly harassed by fellow officers 
since joining the force in May 2010.

According to her complaint, one officer al-
legedly asked Jackson why she “didn’t give 
the men on the force a chance.” Another al-
legedly told her to stop saying that she was 
gay.

Jackson said another officer supposedly 
pushed her and refused to back her up on 
the job. The complaint also said that women 
within the department who have had sex 
with male officers were more likely to ad-
vance in the department.

Jackson previously filed a complaint 
against with the Illinois Employment Op-
portunity Commission. She alleges that her 
colleagues’ actions, and inaction from de-
partment and city officials, are in violation 
of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act and the 
Illinois Human Rights Act.

CBS 2’s story is at http://cbsloc.
al/13nuhOE.

“We Must Breathe” attendees outside the Biograph. Photo by Caroline Siede

Lam Nguyen Ho. Photo by Jason Carson 
Wilson



By MAtt SIMoNette

The surviving partner of a prominent com-
munity activist is among those included in a 
settlement after a 2011 Indiana stage collapse, 
Indy Star reported Dec. 19. 

Lawyers representing victims of an August 
2011 stage collapse at the Indiana State Fair 
announced Dec. 19 that they had reached a 
settlement totaling nearly $50 million. Among 
the people killed in that accident was Christina 
Santiago, an activist who at the time was man-
ager of programming for Howard Brown Health 
Center’s (HBHC) Lesbian Community Care Proj-
ect (LCCP). Her domestic partner, Alisha Marie 
Brennon, will receive compensation as San-
tiago’s surviving spouse as well as for injuries 
she sustained. The couple were joined in a civil 
union shortly after the Illinois civil union law 
took effect in summer 2011.

“We believe it is the first time a lesbian 
couple in a civil union has been treated like 
any other couple for the purposes of wrongful 
death recovery,” said Bryan Bradley of the Ken-
neth J. Allen Law Group, in a prepared state-
ment. “We are proud to have overcome another 
hurdle in the struggle for equal treatment re-
gardless of sexual preference.”

Seven people were killed and 58 injured when 
the collapse occurred during a performance by 
the band Sugarland at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds. The Dec. 19 settlement resolves liti-
gation against 19 companies; one other defen-

dant, ESG Security, will go to trial in 2015. The 
total settlement also includes $11 million to be 
paid by the state of Indiana.

Santiago received HBHC’s 2010 Spirit Award, 
its highest staff honor, and was an instrumen-
tal figure in the expansion of HBHC’s women’s 
health services division and a strong advocate 
for the LGBT women’s community. She was also 
honored with a Windy City Times “30 under 30” 
award for her work as women’s healthcare ad-
vocate in 2007. 

Santiago was also active in Amigas Latinas as 
board programming chair and helped organize 
Dyke March Chicago.

Indy Star’s article is at http://indy.
st/1x5RToY.

PassaGes
harry n. ‘Chris’ 
stamm

Harry N. Stamm (“Chris”), a former instructor 
at Harrington Institute of Interior Design for 
many years and Robert Morris College, passed 
away unexpectedly at home Dec. 15. He was 
58.

Stamm was the beloved son of the late Harry 
J. Stamm and Lorraine A. Stamm (nee Nelson), 
brother of Barbara Stamm; cousin of many; and 
close friend to Joe Babula, John Kvedaras and 
Barbara Palm.

Stamm was formerly president of babula | 
stamm inc., a design firm that received indus-
try acclaim and many awards. As an instructor, 
he was proud that his connection with students 
lasted beyond their school years.

A celebration of life will take place in 2015. 
Contributions to a no-kill animal rescue of your 
choice such as PAWS Chicago are appreciated.

Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illi-
nois, 773-281-5058 or www.cremation-society.
com

PassaGes
albert Mallett

Albert Mallett—a world traveler and retired 
human-resources specialist at Burlington North 
Santa Fe Railroad who enjoyed a second career 
as a chef—passed away unexpectedly at home 
Dec. 14. He was 70.

Mallett was the son of the late Albert and 
Cenida (nee Turner) Mallett. He was also the 
dear friend of Earl Maupins, Marjorie Walton, 
Mary Síeradzka, and Charles Boyd.

A memorial service will take place in early 
2015 at the Church of the Ascension, 1133 N. 
LaSalle St., where he was an active and dedi-
cated member.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
his name to the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-
tory; call 773-247-3663 or visit www.chicagos-
foodbank.org.

Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illi-
nois, 773-281-5058 or www.cremation-society.
com
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who believes in the next generation of giving 
and has chosen to anonymously give you the 
opportunity to be the giver.”

VING Project is bigger than the amount of 
money given. It’s a person-to-person trans-
formative experience that has a lasting im-
pact on both the youth who is giving and the 
person receiving,” said VING Project Director 
Jill McClain. “We were so fortunate to have 
Naheige with us for the launch of VING. He’s 
a dynamic youth who despite facing chal-
lenges in his own life, is always looking for 
opportunities to better someone else. His 
generosity of spirit and enthusiasm for giv-
ing will no doubt take him far.”

“It was extremely gratifying for me and 
even more so to see her face. We set it up 
where she came into the auditorium which 
was lined with people from the community, 
school and teachers who had worked with 
her,” said Lewis. “As soon as she walked into 
the auditorium and saw what was happen-
ing she got a look of shock on her face and 
said ‘Is this all for me?’ It was really just a 
touching moment to see her understand that 
someone highly appreciated her and wanted 
to do something for her.”

This isn’t Lewis’ first foray into giving back. 
He’s been a member of the Uhlich Children’s 
Advantage Network (UCAN) Youth Advisory 
Board (YAB) and the Diermier Future Leaders 
Now (DFLN) program as an ambassador, host 
and event planner. “I’m a speaker and men-
tor for the DFLN training institute, which is a 
six week course on the fifteen DFLN core val-
ues and bettering yourself with it. I’m also 
the editor-in-chief of the YAB newsletter,” 
said Lewis.

“I got involved with the VING Project 
through the foster-care agency I’m with, 
UCAN. I actually got referred by my YAB 
newsletter supervisor Mary Whiting,” said 
Lewis. “After I heard what the program was 
all about, I was really moved and wanted to 
be involved with it.” 

Lewis, a senior in high school, has been in 
foster care through the UCAN agency since 
March 2007. He was seven years old at the 
time. “For the last six years I’ve lived in the 
same foster home but before that I was in a 
group home for three years and various other 
foster homes before that,” said Lewis. 

Although Lewis is 18, they won’t plan to 
emancipate out of the foster-care system. 
Lewis indicated that they will continue to 
support him until he is 23 years-old since he 
will be attending college next year. 

Lewis is looking at Full Sail University in 
Orlando, Florida; University of Nevada Las 
Vegas; Columbia College; and University of 
Southern California. “All in all, I applied to 
12 different schools. I’m thinking of getting 
a degree in broadcast journalism and a minor 
in creative writing. My dream job would in-
volve journalism and writing because I love 
writing,” said Lewis.

Not only is Lewis involved with UCAN, he 
is also a member of the Chicago Peace Hub 
Council. “It’s another YAB with about 15 
youths throughout Chicago that get togeth-
er to address problems that are happening 
to our youth. I’ve been with them for two 
months,” said Lewis. 

As for other extracurricular activities, Lew-
is is involved with student council and is the 
editor-in-chief of his school yearbook among 
many other school activities.

Lewis noted that he’s never experienced 
any negative feedback since coming out as 
gay when he was 12-years-old. “I’ve been 
very fortunate that I haven’t had any prob-
lems,” said Lewis. “I have very supportive 
friends and in the community that I live in 
it’s not really a big deal. It wasn’t an issue 
with my foster parents either.”

“My favorite quote is Auntie Mame’s motto 
from the 1958 movie starring Rosalind Rus-
sell. ‘Life is a banquet, and most poor suck-
ers are starving to death’,” said Lewis. “I like 
to live by that motto and embrace all that 
life has to offer.”

See www.vingproject.org for more informa-
tion.

santiago’s spouse
among those included
in group settlement
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By MAtt SIMoNette

A Chicago Department of Public Health surveil-
lance report from early December contained 
largely positive news about the city’s HIV/AIDS 
outreach efforts—including declines in infec-
tion rates amongst IV drug users and African 
Americans—and also indicated that significant 
challenges remain, especially among men who 
have sex with men (MSM).
 “We’re seeing consistent fruits of our efforts 
because we’re seeing little blips up, and a con-
sistent decline” in other areas, said Deputy 
Commissioner Nanette Benbow of CDPH’s HIV/
STI Services Division.
 In 2013, male-to-male sexual contact re-
mained the leading mode of transmission, 
leading to 75 percent of new infections, ac-
cording to the report. Uptown and Edgewater 
had the highest average HIV infection diagno-
sis rates with 132.2 cases per 100,000 indi-

viduals and 100.8 cases per 100,000 individu-
als, respectively. Uptown and Edgewater also 
had the highest prevalence rates in the city, 
with 2,372 cases per 100,000 individuals) and 
2,360.2 cases per 100,000 individuals respec-
tively. Thirty-nine percent of new diagnoses in 
2013 were between the ages of 20-29.
 “MSM is becoming such a significant part of 
the epidemic,” said Benbow. “It’s always been 
the majority, but now it’s three-quarters of the 
epidemic. That has to be our key focus, and it 
is in many ways and it is nationally. It’s really 
different from the way it used to be. I remem-
ber when it was 55 [or] 60 percent. Now the 
majority of those increases are happening in 
that population.”
 She added that CDPH is currently evaluating 
proposals from community partners that can 
tackle the issue more aggressively.
 “We’re trying from a lot of different angles,” 
Benbow noted. “We’re looking at social media 

and a lot of different marketing campaigns to 
address that. They are a key population of fo-
cus in our HIV prevention [request for propos-
als], and they’re key in our testing efforts and 
interventions.”
 Black individuals continue to be significantly 
impacted by the epidemic. The rate of new HIV 
diagnoses in Black Chicagoans—64 cases per 
100,000 individuals—was more than twice 
that of Hispanics (28.1 cases per 100,000 in-
dividuals) or Caucasians (28 cases per 100,000 
individuals). High infection rates among gay 
Black men continues to be a concern.
 But Benbow added that, overall, the number 
of HIV infections—as well as new syphilis, 
gonorrhea, and chlamydia infections—amongst 
Black persons in general had declined. Benbow 
gave partial credit to aggressive testing and 
care linkage efforts on the South Side.
 “That really is serving a broad representation 
of African Americans, not only MSM and youth, 

but also African American women, heterosexual 
men, etc.,” she said. “We know that linking and 
retaining to care is key to preventing new in-
fections and preventing new transmissions, so 
that intervention has been helpful.”
 Twenty-four percent of new HIV diagnoses 
were diagnosed with AIDS within 12 months in 
2013. Over the past five years, AIDS cases have 
declined by about five percent annually.
 Infections amongst IV drug users continue to 
decline significantly, Benbow noted, adding, 
“Our partners have been doing this for years. 
They’ve had stable funding. A lot of it [also] 
has to do with drug consumption patterns. 
Those studies are harder to come by—might 
there be less injection drug use in general? 
That information would be good to have.”
 The complete report can be downloaded at 
http://bit.ly/12Qlrd5.

CdPh reports track changes in hiV landscape

HIV/STI Surveillance Report, Chicago              December 20144

HIV Continuum of Care, Chicago, 2011

Linkage to Care Stage Retention in Care Stage ART and Viral Suppression Stage

a Number of persons ≥18 years of age diagnosed with HIV infection between 1/1/2011 and 12/31/2011.  
b Percent of persons ≥18 years of age with >=1 CD4 or Viral Load or HIV-1 Genotype test reported within 3 months of HIV diagnosis among those diagnosed with
 HIV infection from 1/1/2011 to 12/31/2011.
c Number of persons ≥18 years of age on 12/31/2010 diagnosed with HIV infection through 12/31/2010 and living with HIV on   
 12/31/2011.
d Total weighted population estimate of HIV-infected adults who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011 applied to number of persons ≥18 years
  of age diagnosed with HIV infection through 12/31/2010 and living on 12/31/2011. [12,609/20,067 = 63%]
e Total weighted population estimate of HIV-infected adults who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011.
f Total weighted percent of  HIV-infected adults who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011 with a documented prescription for antiretroviral 
  therapy in 2011.
g Total weighted percent of HIV-infected adults who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011 and had  a documented HIV viral load of
  undetectable or <=200 copies/mL at most recent viral load test.
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Figure 1. HIV Continuum of Care Among Cases 18 Years and Older, Chicago, 2011 (as of 9/30/2014)
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Figure 2. Alternate Perspective to the HIV Continuum of Care Among Cases 18 Years and Older, 
Chicago and the United States, 2011 (as of 9/30/2014)

a CDC National Estimated Persons Living with Undiagnosed HIV1

b Number of persons ≥18 years of age on 12/31/2010 diagnosed with HIV infection through 12/31/2010 and living with HIV on 12/31/2011.
c Total weighted population estimate of HIV-infected adults who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011.
d Total HIV-infected adults (# of Retained, % of Living) who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011 with a documented prescription for
  antiretroviral therapy in 2011.
e Total HIV-infected adults (# of on ART, % of Living) who had at least one documented HIV medical care visit in 2011 and had  a documented HIV viral load of 
  undetectable or <=200 copies/mL at most recent viral load test.
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No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Males Mode of Transmission

Male Sex w/Male 382 87.7 215 93.1 177 87.5 14 94.7 1 100.0 22 91.3 813 88.3
Injection Drug Use 13 2.9 1 0.3 8 3.9 0 1.3 0 0.0 0 0.4 21 2.3

MSM and IDU§ 11 2.6 8 3.3 5 2.4 0 0.7 0 0.0 2 8.3 26 2.8
Heterosexual 25 5.7 2 0.8 9 4.3 1 3.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 36 3.9

Other¶ 5 1.1 6 2.6 4 2.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 25 2.7

Age category†

< 13 1 0.2 0 0.0 1 0.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 0.2
13-19 34 7.8 0 0.0 6 3.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 4.2 41 4.5
20-24 141 32.3 33 14.3 36 17.8 2 13.3 0 0.0 3 12.5 216 23.5
25-29 64 14.7 40 17.3 43 21.3 4 26.7 1 100.0 5 20.8 160 17.4
30-39 74 17.0 70 30.3 63 31.2 6 40.0 0 0.0 5 20.8 223 24.2
40-49 54 12.4 58 25.1 31 15.3 1 6.7 0 0.0 7 29.2 154 16.7
50-59 58 13.3 24 10.4 16 7.9 1 6.7 0 0.0 2 8.3 101 11.0
60+ 10 2.3 6 2.6 6 3.0 1 6.7 0 0.0 1 4.2 24 2.6

436 100.0 231 100.0 202 100.0 15 100.0 1 100.0 24 100.0 921 100.0

Females Mode of Transmission
Injection Drug Use 9 6.9 0 3.8 1 11.8 1 35.0 0 0.0 1 13.3 13 7.8
Heterosexual 114 86.9 8 96.3 10 88.2 1 65.0 1 100.0 7 75.6 140 86.7

Other¶ 8 6.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.1 9 5.6

Age category†

< 13 4 3.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.1 5 3.1
13-19 10 7.6 1 12.5 2 18.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 13 8.0
20-24 21 16.0 2 25.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 23 14.2
25-29 13 9.9 1 12.5 2 18.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.1 17 10.5
30-39 25 19.1 2 25.0 2 18.2 0 0.0 1 100.0 3 33.3 33 20.4
40-49 29 22.1 0 0.0 4 36.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 22.2 35 21.6
50-59 23 17.6 1 12.5 0 0.0 2 100.0 0 0.0 1 11.1 27 16.7
60+ 6 4.6 1 12.5 1 9.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 11.1 9 5.6

131 100.0 8 100.0 11 100.0 2 100.0 1 100.0 9 100.0 162 100.0
5 100.0 0 0.0 2 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 7 100.0
1 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 100.0

573 100.0 239 100.0 215 100.0 17 100.0 2 100.0 33 100.0 1,091 100.0

Table 3. HIV Infection Diagnoses* in 2013: Race/Ethnicity^ by Gender**, Mode of Transmission, and Age Category, Chicago, 9/30/14
Race/Ethnicity^

Black, NH White, NH Hispanic Asian/PI, NH AI/AN, NH

Total Transgender: FtM
All HIV Infections in 2013

Note: Groups may not total 100% due to rounding; values <0.5 are rounded to zero. Use caution when interpreting data based on less than 20 events; rate/percent is unreliable. *HIV 
infection diagnoses represents people newly diagnosed with HIV in a given year, at any stage of disease through 9/30/2014. **Current gender identity or gender with which a person 
identifies. Because total diagnoses were calculated using current gender, independently of values using birth sex, total diagnoses values may differ slightly across tables . ^Multiple, 
non-Hispanic indicates more than one race identified; totals include cases with unknown race ethnicity. §Men who have sex with men and inject drugs. ¶Includes perinatal 
transmission, blood transfusion, hemophilia, and NIR. †Age at time of diagnosis, does not include <13 years of age due to small numbers.

Multiple, NH Total

Total Males

Total Females
Total Transgender: MtF
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No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Males Mode of Transmission

Male Sex w/Male 5,134 64.8 4,721 90.5 2,568 75.2 157 81.4 19 74.8 681 77.1 13 28.9 13,292 75.1

Injection Drug Use 1,410 17.8 143 2.7 352 10.3 6 3.0 2 9.6 75 8.5 0 0.0 1,988 11.2

MSM and IDU§
621 7.8 255 4.9 246 7.2 9 4.4 2 6.4 96 10.9 0 0.0 1,228 6.9

Heterosexual 628 7.9 71 1.4 218 6.4 20 10.2 1 5.2 26 3.0 0 0.0 964 5.4

Other¶
125 1.6 27 0.5 31 0.9 2 1.0 1 4.0 5 0.6 32 71.1 223 1.3

Age category†

< 13 32 0.4 0 0.0 4 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0 37 0.2

13-19 112 1.4 3 0.1 17 0.5 0 0.0 1 4.0 2 0.2 0 0.0 135 0.8

20-24 539 6.8 54 1.0 99 2.9 3 1.6 2 8.0 38 4.3 0 0.0 735 4.2

25-29 681 8.6 191 3.7 240 7.0 6 3.1 2 8.0 56 6.3 8 17.8 1,184 6.7

30-39 1,315 16.6 769 14.7 812 23.8 64 33.2 4 16.0 184 20.8 15 33.3 3,163 17.9

40-49 2,163 27.3 1,904 36.5 1,199 35.1 71 36.8 9 36.0 299 33.9 11 24.4 5,656 32.0

50-59 2,135 27.0 1,648 31.6 740 21.7 35 18.1 7 28.0 235 26.6 8 17.8 4,808 27.2

60+ 941 11.9 648 12.4 302 8.8 14 7.3 0 0.0 68 7.7 3 6.7 1,976 11.2

7,918 100.0 5,217 100.0 3,414 100.0 193 100.0 25 100.0 883 100.0 45 100.0 17,695 100.0

Females Mode of Transmission

Injection Drug Use 972 28.9 134 42.7 136 21.1 4 13.8 2 34.0 62 40.3 1 12.5 1,311 29.0

Heterosexual 2,256 67.0 168 53.8 484 74.8 25 86.2 3 66.0 86 55.8 1 12.5 3,023 66.8

Other ¶ 139 4.1 11 3.5 27 4.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 3.9 6 75.0 189 4.2

Age category†

< 13 29 0.9 0 0.0 4 0.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 1.9 0 0.0 36 0.8

13-19 86 2.6 4 1.3 6 0.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 1.9 0 0.0 99 2.2

20-24 155 4.6 4 1.3 23 3.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 3.2 1 12.5 188 4.2

25-29 240 7.1 12 3.8 36 5.6 3 10.3 0 0.0 2 1.3 0 0.0 293 6.5

30-39 723 21.5 52 16.6 144 22.3 9 31.0 0 0.0 25 16.2 2 25.0 955 21.1

40-49 1,019 30.3 114 36.4 218 33.7 11 37.9 0 0.0 51 33.1 3 37.5 1,416 31.3

50-59 837 24.9 97 31.0 147 22.7 3 10.3 3 60.0 50 32.5 1 12.5 1,138 25.2

60+ 278 8.3 30 9.6 69 10.7 3 10.3 2 40.0 15 9.7 1 12.5 398 8.8

3,367 100.0 313 100.0 647 100.0 29 100.0 5 100.0 154 100.0 8 100.0 4,523 100.0

58 100.0 6 100.0 25 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 11 100.0 0 0.0 100 100.0

20 100.0 0 0.0 2 100.0 1 100.0 0 0.0 3 100.0 0 0.0 26 100.0

11,364 100.0 5,536 100.0 4,089 100.0 223 100.0 30 100.0 1,051 100.0 53 100.0 22,346 100.0All HIV Infections in 2013

Note: Groups may not total 100% due to rounding. Use caution when interpreting data based on less than 20 events; rate/percent is unreliable. *All persons diagnosed with HIV, from the beginning of the 
epidemic through 12/31/2011 and living through 12/31/2012 as of 09/30/2014. **Current gender identity or gender with which a person identifies.Because total values were calculated using current gender, 
independently of values using birth sex, total diagnoses values may differ slightly across tables . ^Multiple, non-Hispanic indicates more than one race identified. §Men who have sex with men and inject 
drugs. ¶Includes perinatal transmission, blood transfusion, hemophilia, and NIR. †Age at time of diagnosis. 

AI/AN, NH Multiple, NH Total

Total Males

Total Females

Black, NH

Table 4. People Living with HIV Infection (PLWH)* in 2012: Race/Ethnicity^ by Gender**, Mode of Transmission, and Age Category, Chicago
Race/Ethnicity^

Total Transgender: MtF

Total Transgender: FtM

White, NH Hispanic Asian/PI, NH Uknown

these are just a few of the Chicago Dept. of Health charts available at http://bit.ly/12Qlrd5 .
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Yvette Holt has played numerous sports 
through Chicago Metropolitan Sports 
Association (CMSA) over the past 20 
years, particularly softball, basketball 
and flag football. She also has dabbled 
in dodgeball, darts and a pool league.
 Born and raised in Chicago, Holt 
was a three-sport athlete (tennis, 
basketball and softball) in high school 
who continued with basketball and 
softball at Chicago State University.

 Holt, though, has never played tackle football, or even put on all the 
gear and gone toe to toe with someone, though that’s admittedly on her 
bucket-list. She is, mind you, married to Linda Bache, a former standout 
player and current owner of the Chicago Force, a women’s tackle football 
team that annually is one of the best in the nation.

 Holt runs the team’s audio/
video production and is the 
game-day DJ, thus, when I 
Gotta Feeling from the Black 
Eyed Peas is blaring over the 
speakers with minutes left to 
play in a Force home game, 
and the win is apparent, it 
was Holt who hit ‘Play.’
 For Force road games, Holt 
shoots sideline video footage 
as she is in charge of film 
and production of Force game 
highlights and team videos.  
 Holt toyed with the idea of 
playing, but that was years 
ago.
 “Linda said I wouldn’t 
like getting hit. She also 
confessed she wouldn’t want 
to see me get hit,” Holt said. 
“If you had asked me [about 
playing] 10 years ago, and 
after seeing the passion in 
our players, I probably would 
have said, yes.”
 Holt was cheering as loud as anyone in 2013 when the Force won its 
lone national championship. Holt said the title was a mix of “joy, relief 
and happiness—for Linda, the players, the coaches and everyone who 
worked so hard.”
 Holt handles all of the team-related videos through Holt in the House 
Productions, a role she said “is fun.”
 “I don’t claim to have any great talent, just the patience to put clips 
together into something people may enjoy watching,” she said. “Anyone 
can make decent videos these days with iMovie and the like. I take some 
of the highlights, the great plays from games, set them to music, add a 
bit of slo-mo, titles … and voilà!  
 “One of my favorite series that I started producing in 2008 for the 
Force is called Under the Helmet. At the end of every year, I interview 
about 10 players, I ask them all the same questions, random questions, 
some football-related, some totally arbitrary. I take the best, worst 
and weirdest responses and edit them all together. Over the years the 
questions have gotten crazier.”

in the
LIFE

Yvette Holt
text By RoSS FoRMAN

PHotoS FRoM HoLt

Age
“Really?”

Relationship status
Holt married Linda Bache in New 
York. “We were impatient [waiting 
for Illinois to pass same-sex marriage 
legislation] and [it was] an excuse 
to visit New York for the weekend.” 
They celebrate 12 years together 
next June.

Job title
Senior project manager for an IT 
infrastructure company.

Hobbies
Videography, gardening, 
woodworking, playing drums and 
sports 

Five people (living or dead) who 
you’d like to invite to dinner
“Initially I thought I should say 
someone historically profound, [such 
as] Martin Luther King [or] Gandhi, 
but the truth is, I’d love to have 
dinner with my mother, [who] passed 
in 2010, and my grandparents from 
both sides; I never had a chance to 
talk with them or have any memories 
of them.”

http://www.jandee.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 
enormous interest among their readers 

in this year’s LGBt Consumer Index 
Survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
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City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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What’s in a
greeting?
One would think that an all-inclusive seasonal 
greeting emblematic of our nation’s religious 
diversity would be embraced by us all with two 
simple words: Happy Holidays!

For the past decade now, when this season 
rolls around we can always count on a yearly 
kerfuffle concerning this holiday.

Last year The Kelly File, Fox News Channel 
host Megyn Kelly ignited a conflagration when 
she stated that both Jesus and Santa Claus are 
white. 

Kelly’s assertion was a response to Aisha Har-
ris’ (African-American, and Slate culture blog-
ger) contestation that the commercial image 
of Santa Claus, in this day and age, should no 
longer be a white man, but rather a penguin.

“Two decades later, America is less and less 
white, but a melanin-deficient Santa remains 
the default in commercials, mall casting calls 
and movies. Isn’t it time that our image of San-
ta better serve all the children he delights each 
Christmas? ... I propose that America abandon 
Santa-as-fat-old-white-man and create a new 
symbol of Christmas cheer. From here on out, 
Santa Claus should be a penguin,” Harris wrote 
in her blog.

While Kelly backpedaled on her assertion 
that Jesus is white, she remained, however, 
both unwavering and unapologetic in her claim 
about Santa. 

“For all you kids watching at home, Santa 
just is white.”

For Kelly the incontrovertible evidence she 
cited was the 1947 Hollywood classic “Miracle 
on 34th Street,” and the annual Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day parade. But the real St. Nicholas 
(the Christian saint who inspired Santa Claus) 
hailed from Turkey.

The kerfuffle concerning Christmas is also 
right here in my backyard.

In 2012 the Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) 
in Braintree, Massachusetts, had to take down 
its Christmas ornaments when an irate cus-
tomer complained. The customer stated it was 
insensitive of RMV, who services people of all 
religious faiths, to highlight only Christmas.

Also that year the governor of Rhode Island, 
Lincoln Chafee, tried to avoid the controversy 
he generated (calling the state house Christ-
mas tree a ‘holiday tree’) by having a surprise 
holiday tree lighting. His office gave just 30 
minutes notice. The Daily Mail reported, “The 
governor defended his decision by arguing that 
it is in keeping with the state’s founding in 
1636 by religious dissident Roger Williams as 
a haven for tolerance—where government and 
religion were kept separate.”

The decorated evergreen coniferous tree that 
has come to be known as the Christmas tree 
began in 16th-century northern Germany. And 
Martin Luther, the 16th-century Protestant re-
former, is the first to add lighted candles to 
the tree.

But traditions are hard to let go of or to 
modify or even to expand to include our pres-
ent-day religious landscape. For example, in 
2005 when Nova Scotian tree farmer Donnie 
Hatt gave Boston its tree, Hatt told the Boston 
Globe that he “would rather have put the tree 
in a wood chipper than have it named a ‘holi-
day’ tree... Ever since I was born, a tree was 
put up for Christmas, not for holidays, because 
if you’re going to do that you might as well put 
a tree up for Easter.”

Is there really a war on Christmas, some ask? 
Well, it depends not only on whom you ask, 

but which type of Christian you are.

Some see the war on Christmas as an assault 
on Christianity. It feels to these Christian holi-
day revelers that the country, in its effort to 
be political correct, is moving toward religious 
intolerance.

In an email exchange between a friend from 
North Carolina and me about this war of words, 
it was written, “It’s a Xmas tree for me and 
holiday tree doesn’t cut it. This PCness feels 
like it’s over the top. Next will be the word 
‘Easter’... And what about ‘Saint’ as in St Patrick 
Day...a big deal in Boston.”

Christian evangelist Pat Robertson said on 
his 700 Club television show that the prob-
lem is Muslims, stating, “If people don’t like 
America and the traditions that made America 
great, let them go to Saudi Arabia, let them go 
to Pakistan. Yeah, they can go to Sudan and 
find a wonderful Muslim holiday.”

Truth be told, Muslims, secular progressives 
and Jews, atheists have never been the folks 
trying to abolish Christmas. Instead, it was 
once an extreme group of Protestants—yes, 
the Puritans. With the date of Dec. 25 deriving 
from the Saturnalia, the Roman heathen’s win-
tertime celebration, and with the date found 
nowhere in the Bible stating it as the birthday 
of Jesus, the Puritan Parliament banned Christ-
mas from 1659 until 1681.

The intolerance of a multicultural theme for 
this holiday has little to do with a heightened 
renewal of the birth of Christ or the fading of 
an American tradion. Instead, it has much to 
do about a backlash toward a country growing 
more religiously pluralistic. 

As a Christian, I know that the central mes-
sage of this holiday is the embrace and cele-
bration of human differences and diversity. And 
it is with this message that I know all people—
religious and non-religious, straight and queer, 
Black and white—can be included to enjoy and 
to celebrate and to acknowledge this season 
with one simple greeting.

Happy Holidays!

letteRS

Rev.
iReNe

MoNRoe

Grin and beer it?

A friend of mine recently pestered me to write 
a thank-you note to Coors Beer Company for 
underwriting the annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food fest hosted by the Center on 
Halsted and enjoyed by members of the LGBT 
community. 

Why can’t he write his own letter of grati-
tude? I have too much pride to concede any-
thing to Coors. The Coors Beer family funds to 
this day various right-wing organizations that 
throw at us their hate speech. Here is a family 
corporation that would go out of its way to at-
tack the Legal Services Corporation for provid-
ing legal assistance to gays and lesbians who 
wish to adopt. Coors so shamelessly looks the 
other way as it secretly pours money into the 
pockets of right-wingers vowing to nullify the 
Supreme Court decision to strike down Texas’ 
anti-gay “Homosexual Conduct” law.  
  Such continued anti-gay advocacy on the 
part of Coors and its blatant right-wing finan-
cial giveaways only contributes to furthering 
violence against gays and lesbians on the 
street. Those Coors Beer casks have blood all 
over them. 
 From 1997 to 2000 Coors has poured $150,000 
into The Free Congress Foundation, whose lead-
er has publicly blamed gay men for the spread 
of AIDS. Of course, we all know about the 1977 
AFL-CIO boycott of Coors Beer for its history of 
challenging gay rights through their right wing 
dollars. The dollar profit from Coors Beer sales 
in the LGBT community suffered as a conse-

quence more than the Coors family would like 
to admit. 
 To be sure, it decided to throw a bone our 
way, adopting in 1978 corporate language 
against discrimination on account of sexual 
orientation in employment. Certainly, the Co-
ors corporate board likes to play both sides 
of the fence. The bottom line is and always 
will be the dollar amount it can squeeze out of 
our community even as it professes to be our 
friends. 
  In a certain sense, Coors has gone under-
ground with its anti-gay line, masking its 
identity through the Castle Rock Foundation 
and the almighty Heritage Foundation. Fam-
ily member Jeffrey Coors was, at one time, the 
chair of the Free Congress Foundation, whose 
website post, “Declaration of Cultural Indepen-
dence,” makes it blatantly clear: “Television 
‘normalizes’ every deviance, including homo-
sexuality and the divestment of the traditional 
rules of men and women.” There are all sorts of 
ways homophobic corporate America can laun-
der its money to make it appear “clean” and its 
benevolence shine. To my friend I wish the very 
best of luck. However, at least for me, some 
beer just isn’t worth drinking still.

Craig Teichen
Chicago

Righting a wrong

To the Editor:

Colin Collette, fired from his job as music di-
rector at a church in Inverness for announcing 
his impending same-sex marriage, has finally 
decided to call out the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago for its rank bigotry and discrimination 
by filing a job discrimination complaint. Re-
portedly, it was Archbishop Francis George who 
told the church’s pastor to fire Collette. Now 
that the stridently anti-gay George is merci-
fully out as Catholic boss in Chicago, will the 
supposedly more accepting Blase Cupich act to 
rectify the wrong done to Collette?
 Collette’s lawyer said that Cupich has not 
“reached out” to his client, and I saw Cupich 
dodge a reporter’s question about the matter 
by saying that Collette’s complaint will be “ad-
dressed in the appropriate forum.” No doubt, 
lawyers for Cupich will deliver the bad news 
to Collette that he remains persona non grata 
in archdiocesan circles by citing a “religious 
freedom” exemption to his equal civil rights. 
And Cupich will keep on schmoozing reporters 
and smiling at parishioners.
  Personality differences and welcoming words 
cannot erase the bigotry and discrimination at 
the heart of Catholic teaching and practice.

Bob Schwartz
Chicago



Dec. 24, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 15

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

WCt reviews the theatrical production Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Christmas Goose. See page 16.  
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MOVIES DISH

‘HOLMES’ FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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By SCott C. MoRGAN

When I worked as a paid usher for Capitol The-
atre in Salt Lake City, I remember my super-
visor stating that watching Ballet West’s The 
Nutcracker was always a major letdown after 
Christmas. But, to my surprise, I encountered 
many patrons who said they actually preferred 
seeing The Nutcracker after Christmas. The 
stressful buildup to the official day was over, 
so now they could fully relax and enjoy a holi-
day show.

With that in mind, here are a few traditional 
and quirky suggestions of holiday favorites 
that run past the official sell-by date of Dec. 
25. These are returning shows that the Windy
City Times doesn’t always review, since we’re 
often just focused on covering newer holiday 
shows like Dee Snider’s Rock and Roll Christ-
mas Tale (now through Jan. 4 at the Broadway 
Playhouse at Water Tower Place), A Q Brothers’ 
Christmas Carol (now through Dec. 31 at Chi-
cago Shakespeare Theater) or Twist Your Dick-
ens, Or Scrooge You! (now through Dec. 28 at 
Goodman Theatre).

We’re also sorry to admit that we’ve missed 
some other new shows like Provision Theater 
Company’s Christmas on the Air (now through 
Dec. 28), Congo Square Theatre Company’s A 
Nativity Story (now through Dec. 28) and A 
Christmas Memory at Theatre at the Center 
in Munster, Ind., which has already come and 
gone.

Classically Christmas
A Christmas Carol. Charles Dickens’ 1843 no-

vella has often been called The Second Greatest 
Story Ever Told, and its potency and message 
remains true season after season. You can still 

catch theatrical adaptations of Dickens’ classic 
now through Dec. 28 at the Goodman Theatre 
in Chicago and at the Metropolis Performing 
Arts Centre in Arlington Heights. Visit www.
goodmantheatre.org or www.metropolisarts.
com.

the Christmas Schooner, Mercury Theater 
Chicago, through Dec. 28. This Chicago-centric 
holiday musical by John Reeger and Julie Shan-
non was once an annual tradition at the for-
mer Bailiwick Repertory Theatre. But this show 
about the perilous 19th century delivery of 
Christmas trees across Lake Michigan has now 
been picked up and revived by Mercury Theater 
Chicago. Visit www.mercurytheaterchicago.
com.

the Nutcracker, Joffrey Ballet, through Dec. 
28. This classic Tchaikovsky Christmas ballet
may have debuted in Russia in 1892, but it has 
thoroughly become an American staple since 
the mid-20th Century. Catch the 27th annual 
Joffrey Ballet Nutcracker at Chicago’s Audito-
rium Theatre of Roosevelt University. www.jof-
frey.org

the Nutcracker, The House Theatre of Chi-
cago at Chopin Theatre, through Dec. 28. If 
you want a ballet-free take on the classic E.T.A. 
Hoffmann holiday tale of a cursed Nutcracker 
battling an evil Rat King, catch this returning 
modernized musical production full of toys that 
come to life. Visit www.thehousetheatre.com.

It’s a Wonderful Life: Live in Chicago!, 
American Blues Theater at Greenhouse Theater 
Center, through Dec. 28. This theatrical ad-
aptation of the classic 1946 Frank Capra film 
is presented like a 1940s radio play. See how 
George Bailey gets to live again, but this time 
live and over the airwaves. Visit www.ameri-
canbluestheater.com.

Quirkily Christmas
Christmas Bingo: It’s a Ho-Ho-Holy Night, 

Royal George Theatre, through Jan. 4. This 
show by Vicki Quade is a spinoff of the wholly 
successful Late Nite Catechism franchise. So 
play actual games of bingo as you answer quiz 
questions on the origins of Christmas. Visit 
www.christmasbingo.info.

eL Stories: Holiday train, Waltzing Mechan-

ics at Greenhouse Theater Center, through Jan. 
10. This is a special holiday edition of the
long-running show that dramatizes tales drawn 
from real-life experience of CTA commuters. 
Visit www.waltzingmechanics.org

Happy Holly-daze—A Drinking Game Per-
formance, Cornservatory, through Dec. 27. Mix 
comedy sketches with BYOB drinking games in 
this tipsy revue that gives another meaning to 
the term holiday spirits. Visit www.cornserva-
tory.org.

Hellcab, Profiles Theatre, through Jan. 11. 
Will Kern’s long-running Chicago show about a 
cabbie’s bizarre experiences on Christmas Eve 
is back for a revived third holiday go-round. 
Visit www.profilestheatre.org.

Rudolph the Red-Hosed Reindeer, Hell in a 
Handbag Productions at Mary’s Attic, through 
Jan. 2. This subversively camp and queer take 
on the classic Rankin/Bass TV special by David 
Cerda and Scott Lamberty is back again and 
celebrating its 17-year anniversary. Don’t bring 
the kids to this mature audiences-only show, 
because you won’t get a refund. Visit www.
handbagproductions.org.

the Santaland Diaries, Theater Wit, through 
Dec. 28. Mitchell Fain is back again to star in 
Joe Mantello’s popular adaptation of David 
Sedaris’ enduring adults-only essay about his 
off-kilter experiences working as a Macy’s San-
taland elf. Visit www.theaterwit.org

the Second City’s Holidays in the Heights, 
Metropolis Performing Arts Centre, through 
Dec. 31. The long-running Chicago sketch 
comedy institution makes another suburban 
outreach to Arlington Heights with a revue in-
spired specifically by the holiday season. Visit 
www.metropolisarts.com.

It’s a Wonderful Santaland Miracle, Nut 
Cracking Christmas Story... Jews Welcome!, 
Stage 773, through Dec. 28. Save time on your 
seasonal theatergoing by catching this comedy 
revue that touches upon all sorts of holiday 
shows in one sitting. Visit www.stage773.com.

Please send theater news and other relat-
ed tidbits to scottishplayscott@yahoo.com.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Holiday chestnuts

Rudolph the Red-Hosed Reindeer. Photo by 
Rick Aguilar Studios
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Burning Bluebeard. Photo by evan Hanover

THEATER REVIEW 

Burning 
Bluebeard 
Playwright: Jay torrence
At: the Ruffians at theater Wit, 
1229 W. Belmont Ave.
tickets: 773-975-8150; $36-50
Runs through: Jan. 4

By SteVeN CHAItMAN

There are holiday productions—some perennial 
favorites, others offbeat alternatives—to see 
each December. Burning Bluebeard looks as if 
it’s emerging as Chicago’s newest cult offering 
of the holiday season. 

Jay Torrence’s play, which debuted in 2011 at 
the Neo-Futurarium and returned thanks to The 
Ruffians last winter, is back yet again for three 
weeks with much of its original cast in tow, and 
it’s easy to see why.

Inspired by Chicago’s tragic Iroquois Theatre 
fire on December 30, 1903, Burning Bluebeard 
imagines several members of the cast and crew 
rising from the ashes to remount their show, 
a Christmas pantomime of the grotesque fairy 
tale “Bluebeard,” in hopes of moving beyond 
the horrible second act fire that killed 600 of 
the show’s patrons. The show includes every-
thing from clowning and acrobatics to stirring 
personal monologues recounting the fire.

Balancing cheeky wit and playful irreverence 
with an astounding devotion to history, Burn-
ing Bluebeard folds a poetic commemoration of 
a tragic event into a complete theatrical expe-
rience. By juxtaposing the humorous escapism 
of a Christmas pantomime with the grim reality 
of the fire, the show achieves the rare combina-
tion of both of the theater’s finest traditions: 
pure entertainment/spectacle and deep, poi-
gnant human relevance.

The show’s dual nature is also an actor’s 
dream. Each member of the cast of clowns 
(by training) has a shining moment or three 
of uproarious comedy and a quiet spotlight to 
breathe life into someone who was actually 
part of the fateful production. It’s clear how 
much original cast members Anthony Courser, 
Molly Plunk, Leah Urzendowski and Ryan Wal-
ters (along with Torrence himself) cherish this 
big-dreaming little production and their re-
sponsibility to preserve a story more than 110 
years old. And that’s not to leave out new cast 
member Pam Chermansky, who does much of 
the comedic show stealing as the bombastic, 
sharp-tongued Fancy Clown.

The ensemble’s infectious spirit and energy 
effectively yanks the fourth wall out from in 
front of the audience, creating a shared experi-
ence between the audience and the actors, and 
not just in terms of some audience participa-
tion. This is a communal history lesson, and as 
the audience of a show about a show in which 
the audience died in a fire, there’s an uncom-
fortable yet necessary metaphysical aspect to 

the experience.
Bringing a sense of control to the amorphous 

and unpredictable tone of the production are 
the technical aspects, chiefly the lighting. The 
very element that started the Iroquois Theatre 
fire—lighting—plays a key role in taking the 
show through its many personas, using every-
thing from full house lights for total audience 
inclusion to a solitary glowing mason jar chan-
neling energy toward one individual. Along 
with several sequence-controlled individual 
hanging lights, Torrence, director Halena Kays 
and lighting designer Maggie Fullilove-Nugent 
are able to create the dose of magic that really 
makes Burning Bluebeard something special, 
especially as a holiday show.

Pulling together acrobatics, poetry, Icelan-
dic techno and explanations of theatre exit 
routes—among other things—into one cohe-
sive show seems an impossible task. And maybe 
to that point, not every component of Burning 
Bluebeard is smooth, engaging or flawless. But 
this particular gem of an untold story makes 
it all work. Add a completely bought-in cast 
and a vibrant array of scene presentations, and 
Burning Bluebeard wonderfully seizes its op-
portunity.

THEATER REVIEW

Sherlock Holmes 
and the Case of the 
Christmas Goose
Playwright: adapted by Michael 
Menendian and John Weagly from 
the story by Arthur Conan Doyle
At: Raven theatre, 6157 N. Clark St.
tickets: 773-338-2177; 
www.raventheatre.com; $20
Runs through: Jan. 4

By MARy SHeN BARNIDGe

It’s Christmas day in 1890 and the London 
police have apprehended a suspect in the 
theft of a precious brooch from a guest in a 
Mayfair hotel. The stolen property falls into 
the hands of Sherlock Holmes when it is dis-
covered stuffed down the craw of a goose 
destined for the dinner table, sending the 
detective and his colleague Dr. Watson on 
a search for the real culprit—a chase lead-
ing them from scholarly watering-holes in 
Bloomsbury to cottage-industry livestock 
farms in Brixton. 
 While not precisely a Christmas story, the 
seasonal aspects of Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
whodunit inspired Raven Theatre’s Michael 
Menendian and John Weagly to adapt it for 
holiday production in 2011. Its first incar-
nation as a live-action re-enactment of an 
old-time radio broadcast—a format too of-
ten dominated by silly stageside business 
involving quaint sound-effects—soon gave 
way to a quasi-Paul Sills scumble of period 
vaudeville and kiddie-cartoon panto. This 
2014 production marks its fourth revision, 

with improvements made manifest.
 Although it’s performed by a multiethnic 
cast, the noticeably better-integrated text 
is largely grounded in the sensibilities of its 
Victorian setting in that Holmes and Watson 
are portrayed as refined gentlemen, while 
their inferiors sport buffoonish behavior and 
accents. Musical interludes bridging scene 
changes are likewise arranged and choreo-
graphed to project a Currier and Ives sce-
nic vision, so that even anachronisms like 
“Winter Wonderland” or sly references to the 
disappearance from Harley Street of one Dr. 
Jekyll and the strangely altered behavior of 
financier Ebenezer Scrooge, while registering 
on our consciousness, never interrupt the 
action. Foley-artists armed with noisemakers 
of varying descriptions continue to ply their 
trade in view of the audience, along with a 
pianist supplying instrumental accompani-
ment and incidentals, but the distractions 
associated therewith are kept to a minimum 
(the exception being the inevitable amuse-
ment that the vocalization of Mrs. Oakshott’s 
goose-yard generates).
   Under Menendian’s direction, the ensemble 
likewise projects a refreshing confidence in 
their material. Graham Emmons and Damian 
Conrad maintain the gravitas we expect of 
Holmes and Watson, their patrician manners 
contrasting with the antics of commoners 
drawn in George Cruikshank mode (in par-
ticular, Rudy Galvin as a miscreant whose 
grotesque features in no way diminish the 
sincerity of his remorseful confession). While 
still in need of some fine-tuning, this Raven 
Theatre production nonetheless constitutes 
a welcome off-Loop addition to the array of 
annual yuletide confections. 

THEATER REVIEW

Airline Highway
Playwright: Lisa D’Amour
At: Steppenwolf theatre, 1650 N. Halsted St.
tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $20-$86
Runs through: Feb. 8

By MARy SHeN BARNIDGe

The most inconsequential encounters can sud-
denly assume an aura of high adventure when 
they occur in certain cities that continue to 
cast a romantic spell on American imagina-
tions. San Francisco, Las Vegas and New Or-
leans all share images largely based in visitors’ 
impressions, but though Lisa D’Amour purports 
to flout the Crescent City’s reputation as a so-
dom-and-gomorrah fantasyland, her invocation 
of the nostalgie de la boue long-associated 
therewith inadvertently winds up affirming it.

 The setting, ironically, is not the picturesque 
French Quarter, but a shabby motel along what 
was once a main traffic artery, now providing 
SRO quarters to third-tier employees of the 
Bourbon Street strip. Current tenants include 
career red-light temptress Tanya, brash cross-
dresser Sissy NaNa, recently evicted stripper 
Krista, Jackson Square poet Francis and, sig-
nificantly, local legend Miss Ruby, terminally ill 
and lying on her deathbed upstairs. Manager 
Wayne and handyman Terry are assisting the 
residents in assembling a “living funeral” for 
the surrogate matriarch, pooling their mea-
ger resources for the kind of jubilant send-off 
indigenous to the region. Why, even cradle-
snatching stud Bait Boy is expected to attend, 
after having landed himself a sugar mama in 
Atlanta and gone bougie. He arrives, wearing 
a new pink shirt and a new legal moniker—ac-
companied by his teenage foster daughter Zoe, 
who sees in her stepdad’s former comrades ma-
terial for a school project.
 There’s nothing sadder than watching a play 
brimming with potential shoot itself in the 
foot. We can accept the notion of a wealthy 
widow buying herself a stray-puppy consort. We 
can understand her domesticated hubby’s long-
ing for a return to his glory days. If his travel 
companion were a 20-year-old blue-stocking 
pursuing her sociology degree, we might even 
swallow that “school project” story as a rep-
resentation of the author’s youthful wild-side 
walks. So why, then, does D’Amour ask us to be-
lieve that a savvy hustler like Bait Boy—ahem, 
“Greg”—would jeopardize his sweet deal by 
turning his protector’s virgin property loose 
amid the sordid subculture he was so eager to 
escape, and how was Zoe’s cougar-mom per-
suaded to entrust her offspring to a chaperone 
of such dubious parenting skills? 
 Steppenwolf’s international reputation for 
ensemble work is displayed at its best by the 
overlapping dialogue (a phenomenon only pos-
sible in live performance) and an aural/visual 
milieu that all but shimmers with sultry gulf-
coast languor. What a shame if D’Amour’s head-
ed-for-Broadway play opened with its rolling 
bon temps hobbled by audiences puzzling over 
the motives of a cheap plot device introduced 
to lend a pretense of social conflict. 

CRITICS’ PICKS
Mary Poppins, Paramount Theatre, 

Aurora, through Jan. 4. Director Rachel 
Rockwell delivers plenty of theatrical 
spectacle in this 2004 musical take on the 
classic 1964 Disney film. You’ll love the 
Sherman Brothers’ tunes you know and the 
new ones that have been added to this 
tale of a dysfunctional British family. SCM

the Nutcracker, The House Theatre of 
Chicago at Chopin Theatre, through Dec. 
28. Forget your pink satin and sugar-
plums—modern families with modern 
troubles are addressed with smart sen-
sitivity in a family-friendly adaptation 
of Hoffman’s gothic fairy-tale featuring 
combat with scary rat kings, simulated in-
house snowfalls and cookies for everyone 
(in the front row, anyway). MSB

Pericles, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
through Jan. 18. This may be a lesser 
known Shakespearean play with some 
structural issues, but director David H. 
Bell and his extremely versatile ensemble 
make it into a fast-paced and engrossing 
Mediterranean adventure full of twists and 
turns. SCM

 Shining City, Irish Theatre of Chicago 
at the Den, through Jan 4. Nobody does 
Conor McPherson’s tales of souls adrift like 
the former Seanachai ensemble, now per-
forming under a new name with the same 
acute insight and compassion that won 
them their Jeff award last fall. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

Airline Highway. Photo by Michael Brosilow



Dec. 24, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 17

THEATER REVIEW

Rodgers + 
Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella
Playwright: Douglas Carter Beane; 
Score: Richard Rodgers 
and oscar Hammerstein II
At: Cadillac Palace theatre, 
151 W. Randolph St.
tickets: 800-775-2000 or 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $22-$115
Runs through Jan. 4

By SCott C. MoRGAN

You wouldn’t think that a classic beauty like 
Cinderella would need drastic plastic surgery. 
But apparently producers thought that was 
necessary for the 2013 Broadway debut of Rod-
gers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella, which is now 
on tour at Chicago’s Cadillac Palace Theatre.

First of all, it’s fairly dubious to so promi-
nently attach the names of composer Richard 
Rodgers and lyricist Oscar Hammerstein II to 
the title of this production. Sure, the songs are 
all by the legendary duo responsible for mile-
stone musicals like Oklahoma!, Carousel and 
South Pacific. But Rodgers and Hammerstein 
originally conceived their Cinderella in 1957 as 
a live CBS-TV musical starring Julie Andrews—
not as a stage show.

In fact, most people know Cinderella via its 
two TV remakes first starring Lesley Ann Warren 
in 1965 and then Brandy in 1997. A stage ver-
sion of Cinderella was made available, but only 
for tours or regional productions.

But for Broadway, Hammerstein’s original 
slight script was tossed in favor of a beefed-
up new one by out playwright Douglas Carter 
Beane (The Little Dog Laughed, Xanadu). 

Beane made many drastic changes, including 
killing off the parents of Prince Topher (Andy 
Jones); creating a romantic subplot for the 
nicer stepsister, Gabrielle (Ashley Park); and 
even allowing Cinderella (Paige Faure) to help 
convince the Prince to allow democratic elec-
tions in the kingdom.

Beane’s characters also speak just like they’ve 
stepped out of a modern-day sitcom. For in-
stance, the other stepsister, Charlotte (Aymee 
Garcia), actually exclaims, “Seriously?!” when 
she’s slighted at the ball, while the stepmother 
known as Madame (Beth Glover) behaves just 
like one of Bravo TV’s Real Housewives.

So it becomes jarring to have such emotion-
ally earnest 1950s numbers like “In my Own 
Little Corner” and “Do I Love You Because 
You’re Beautiful?” being nipped, tucked and 
augmented by a distinctively 21st-century 
script. Director Mark Brokaw doesn’t navigate 
this stylistic mishmash very well, so the show 
comes off as being desperate to appear youth-
ful and hip.

But if all you’re looking for is a diverting 
family-friendly musical with lots of well-sung 
performances and colorful costumes, this Cin-
derella should fit the bill. Costume designer 
William Ivey Long wows the most with his 
ingenious way of glamorously transforming 
both Cinderella and her Fairy Godmother (Kecia 
Lewis) right before the audience’s eyes. And on 
opening night, there was a literal transforma-
tion since understudy Audrey Cardwell capably 
took over as Cinderella mid-performance when 
Faure took ill.

Sometimes creating a new script to pre-ex-
isting songs can be great, like with the “new” 
Gershwin show Crazy for You from 1992. But 
if the new text fails to compliment the classic 
music like with Rodgers + Hammerstein Cinder-
ella, it just comes off as bad plastic surgery.

the Merry Widow is back in a new Light Opera 
Works production that features Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago veteran soprano Stacey Tappan in the title 
role. Though it may not be as closely associated 
to New Year’s Eve as Die Fledermaus, Franz Lehar’s 
classic 1905 comic operetta has equally memora-
ble waltzes and tunes to romantically waltz away 
the outgoing year. The Merry Widow continues 
through Wed., Dec. 31, at Northwestern Universi-
ty’s Cahn Auditorium, 600 Emerson St., Evanston. 
Remaining performances are at 2 p.m. Dec. 26, 
8 p.m. Dec. 27, 2 p.m. Dec. 28 and 8 p.m. Dec. 
31. Tickets are $34-$94. Call 847-920-5360 or
visit www.lightoperaworks.com. Photo illustration 
of Stacey Tappan in the title role of Light Opera 
Works’ The Merry Widow by Rich Foreman

SPOTLIGHT
Andy Jones and 
Paige Faure 
in Rodgers + 
Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella.
Photo by Carol 
Rosegg

Gift Theatre honors chef Art Smith
The Gift Theatre marked its 13th year with The GIFT Gala 2014, held at the Chicago Cultural 

Center.
The company honored chef Art Smith, this year’s recipient of the Total Gift Award, with a 

culinary and theatrical experience.
Smith—the former personal chef to Oprah Winfrey and current co-owner of the upscale 

Southern comfort-food restaurant Table Fifty-two—founded the non-profit charity Common 
Threads, which focuses on teaching children about diverse cultures through food and art, for 
which he was awarded the 2007 James Beard Foundation Humanitarian Award. Smith is also a 
subscriber to The Gift Theatre Company.

The gala consisted of a Southern-themed culinary tour, with a theatrical/musical experience 
following that.

Chef Art 
Smith (left) 
and the Gift 
theatre Board 
Chairman 
George Karzas.
Photo by eric 
Craig Studios

Dead Writers mark
‘A Wilde Affair’

Dead Writers Theatre Collective announces 
its 2015 season “A Wilde Affair,” focusing on 
the theme of forbidden love with works by 
Oscar Wilde and Moliere. 

All works take place at Stage 773, 1225 
W. Belmont Ave. This season marks the com-
pany’s fifth anniversary and the first time the 
company is offering its plays for purchase by 
subscription (three plays for $90). For more 
information, visit deadwriters.net.

Steppenwolf to 
honor Metcalf

Steppenwolf Theatre Company has an-
nounced that award-winning actor Laurie 
Metcalf will be the guest of honor at the 
2014-15 annual Steppenwolf Salutes Women 
in the Arts fundraising luncheon on Monday, 
March 9, at 12 p.m.

Individual tickets, if available, start at 
$200 and will go on sale Jan. 9. Call 312-
654-5632 or email specialevents@steppen-
wolf.org.

by WILLIA
M SHAKESPEARE  

  directed by DAVID H. BELL

MAJOR 2014/15 
SEASON 
SUPPORTERS

PERICLES 
PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR

Barbara and Richard Franke

NOW PLAYING

http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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Into the Woods;
Mr. Turner;
film notes
From the first moment when Anna Kendrick as 
Cinderella sings the words “I wish,” the pal-
pable excitement that has been building for 
months takes fanciful flight. Is it possible? At 
long last, have they really made a movie from 
Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine’s Into 
the Woods?! And such a good one, too?! Is 
my showtune queen heart about to burst?! Yes, 
yes and yes again. Talk about a perfect time 
for a movie musical based on fairy tales—what 
with the culture’s zeal for fantasy (with every-
thing from Frozen to Grimm to Snow White and 
the Huntsman to Game of Thrones falling into 
this category), it was perhaps inevitable that 
producers would eventually get around to Into 
the Woods.

It doesn’t hurt that Sondheim’s score for 
the 1987 Broadway hit is not just melodically 
gorgeous, lyrically clever and insightful but—
given the mash up of fairy-tale characters and 
its pixilated first act—it’s easily his most ac-
cessible. Now a warning for rabid fans of the 
show like myself: It will take a while for the 
giddiness to subside and for you to settle in, 
especially as out director Rob Marshall (back 
on firm footing after the missteps of Memoirs 
of a Geisha and Nine) follows the lead of the 
stage show and hits the ground running with 
the energetic opening number.

In the space of those delightful 12 minutes, 
we meet the characters we know so well as they 
head into the woods to get their heart’s desire: 
the plucky, tender-hearted Cinderella (Kend-
rick); her rotten-egg stepmother (Christine Ba-
ranski) and vile stepsisters (Tammy Blanchard 
and Lucy Punch) preparing for the ball; Jack, 
the sweet, simpleton boy (Daniel Huttlestone); 
his loving scold of a mother (Tracey Ullman) 
and their skinny cow that will be exchanged for 
the magic beans; and tough, wised-up, cape-
wearing Little Red Riding Hood (Lilla Craw-
ford, stealing every scene), who stuffs herself 
with the sweet treats offered by a timid baker 
(James Corden) and his forthright wife (Emily 
Blunt).

The baker and his wife—characters who Lap-
ine (who adapts his stage script for the screen) 
and Sondheim added to the lineup—are child-
less, much to their dismay. Suddenly, their ter-
rifying neighbor—an ugly, whirling dervish of 
a witch with flaming blue hair (Meryl Streep, 
having tremendous fun with the role)—bursts 
in and offers them a chance to change their 
fate (and hers as well). The duo must bring the 
witch within three midnights a host of objects, 
each possessed by one of the other characters. 
Off the couple go on their delightful treasure 
hunt, encountering a series of triumphs and re-
versals in pursuit of their wish, egged on every 
so often by the caustic hag.

Streep gets a lot of laughs out of the part 
and, as usual, adds deeper shadings that make 
the role her own. Although there’s still a bit of 
vocal thinness here and there, she really belts 
it out and Sondheim’s songs are much better 
suited to her vocal abilities than the pop ear 
candy of Mamma Mia! In general, the songs are 
well sung by all but they are performed in a 

more conversational manner than they were on 
stage—a trade-off that works on screen, where 
a more natural approach by actors who sing 
(rather than the reverse) is needed. To be hon-
est, though Blunt is spunky fun as the baker’s 
wife and Streep, as noted, gives the witch her 
own spin, I did have moments where I missed 
the over-the-top theatricality and crack tim-
ing of Joanna Gleason (who won the Tony) and 
Bernadette Peters, who played these roles on-
stage, respectively.

I’m singling out Streep and Blunt (who also 
co-starred in The Devil Wears Prada) but the 
movie offers everyone a chance to shine (Kend-
rick’s vocalizing is particularly fine). Sondheim 
and Lapine also stir in Rapunzel (Mackenzie 
Mauzy); a pair of bantam-strutting, chest-
baring princes (Chris Pine and Billy Magnus-
sen, whose duet “Agony” is the film’s comedic 
highlight); and Red Riding Hood’s nemesis, the 
seductive Wolf (Johnny Depp, in fine voice but 
a bit lost in the woods in what amounts to a 
cameo role). A few other minor characters are 
tossed into the witches’ brew, each striving—
and eventually getting—his or her own happily 
ever after. 

A final character—the pissed off Giant’s Wife 
(Frances de la Tour), who’s seeking revenge for 
the person responsible for her husband’s de-
mise—drives the second half of the film, which 
takes the cast and the combined stories into 
some very dark territory. Be careful what you 
wish for and be prepared to accept the conse-
quence of your actions, Sondheim and Lapine 
remind us (most achingly in a song expertly 
performed by Streep, “Children Will Listen”).

The idea that we must pay for the happy end-
ings in our lives strikes a somber note which 
deepens the piece, giving it a bittersweet real-
ity that confirms that this is a movie for adults 
and not the kiddies. (It’s understandable why 
many high school theaters only perform the 
sunny first act.) There were reports that Dis-
ney, producer of the film, had urged a softer 
approach and a lightening of the emotionally 
heavy second half. Sondheim himself in an in-
terview (though he later insisted he had been 
misquoted) seemed to suggest that that was 
the case. 

But the downbeat material remains, and my 
reaction to it is just as divided as it was when I 
saw the show in its original Broadway incarna-
tion. Honestly, I, too, prefer the happier first 
half and wouldn’t have minded a few changes 
in a feel good direction. But lose more of Sond-
heim’s spectacular melodies or lyrics that come 
past the midway point (“Children Will Listen,” 
“Last Midnight,” “No One Is Alone”) in the pro-
cess? Nothing doing (losing “No More,” another 
indelible Sondheim creation and a new song 
written for Streep, “Rainbow” is bad enough). 

So, I’ll take the spoonful of medicine with 
the sugar, the bitter with the sweet (as one 
always must with Sondheim and his doom-and-
gloom outlook) and be grateful that Marshall 

and his team have gone back Into the Woods 
and returned with a lovely adaptation of the 
show that—with its lavish trappings, muted, 
colors and lush orchestrations—proves to be 
such a glorious addition to the movie musical.

Briefly noted: Mike Leigh’s Mr. turner—which 
stars Timothy Spall as the British painter 
J.M.W. Turner, whose radiant, light-filled land-
scapes are considered among the finest ever 
created—is a tremendous portrait of an artist 
and his times (Britain in the early 19th cen-
tury). The gruff Turner, surrounded by female 
supplicants (except for his estranged shrew of 
a wife, who barges in for a visit now and then) 
is an established success aware of his gifts and 
hailed by the public and his colleagues when 
we first encounter him in middle age.

Spall, whose performance consists of a se-
ries of grunts and lunges (most at the near-
est female), at first seems the embodiment of 
everything we’ve come to believe an artist is 
not. But slowly the boorish behavior comes 
into focus. It makes perfect sense that a man 
with Turner’s enormous gift—an obsession, re-

ally (at one point he has himself strapped to 
the bow of a ship in order to study the violent 
storm raging around him)—would become im-
patient with everyday decorum and the rigid 
constraints of the British upper class. All of life 
is about getting back to the artwork that is the 
reason for living, and Leigh’s extraordinary film 
is one of the best examples of this conundrum 
that I can recall. A huge shout-out, as well, 
should go to Dick Pope’s sensational, gorgeous 
cinematography.

Film notes:
—Last Call for Ziggy Stardust: David Bowie 

Is—the immersive exhibit at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago Ave., that 
chronicles the life of the glamrock icon, sexual 
provocateur, and musical and cultural innova-
tor—is coming to a close on Jan. 4. So this 
is a shout-out to all who haven’t made the 
time to take it in: Don’t miss it. Aside from 
the expected costumes, diaries, handwritten 
lyrics and other musical artifacts of Bowie’s 
storied career, the show includes an interesting 
glimpse into the Thin White Duke’s scattershot 
film career (with clips from The Man Who Fell to 
Earth, Labyrinth, and Merry Christmas, Mr. Law-
rence among them). http://www2.mcachicago.
org/exhibition/david-bowie-is/

—New Year’s Eve for movie lovers: Baz 
Luhrmann’s wacky, frenetic and very styl-
ish 2001 musical, Moulin Rouge!—featur-
ing dreamy Ewan McGregor and beautiful Ni-
cole Kidman and company belting out songs 
by Elton John, Sting, LaBelle and other pop 
icons—is back as the centerpiece for the Music 
Box Theatre’s (3733 N. Southport Ave.) Wed., 
Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve celebration. Pre-film 
entertainment, a bevy of local (and very saucy) 
vaudeville acts, hors d’oeuvres, a midnight 
champagne toast and party favors are all in-
cluded with the interactive screening. Dick 
O’Day (my alter ego) will emcee the evening, 
which kicks off at 8 p.m. www.musicboxthe-
atre.com 

Now available: The Best of Knight at the 
Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book of 
more than 150 of my film reviews from a queer 
perspective for Windy City Times—is now 
available and makes a great holiday gift! www.
knightatthemovies.com

Chris Pine in Into the Woods. Photo courtesy of Walt Disney Pictures

AT
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By 
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KNIGHt JR.

Lance Bass weds...
Former NSYNC member Lance Bass, 35, 

married artist Michael Turchin, 27, at the 
Park Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles on Dec. 20, 
according to People magazine.

“We love each other so much,” Bass told 
the publication of his new husband, whom 
he met almost four years ago at a friend’s 
birthday celebration in Palm Springs, Cali-
fornia.

Wedding planner Sharon Sacks—who did 
Kim Kardashian and Kanye West’s nuptials—
produced a ceremony with a wedding party 
that included, among other things, super-
model flower girls and the couple’s three 
dogs. Actresses JoAnna Garcia Swisher and 
Jamie-Lynn Sigler officiated the ceremony.

An E! special based on the nuptials—
Lance Loves Michael: The Lance Bass Wed-
ding—will air Feb. 5.

...and so does 
Elton John

Sir Elton John officially married David Fur-
nish—exactly nine years after they tied the 
knot in a civil-partnership ceremony.

The “I’m Still Standing” singer married his 
partner at their Windsor estate in England 
Dec. 21.

John has posted a photo of himself, pen 
in hand, sitting next to Furnish at a desk, 
with a piece of paper in front of them, and 
wrote: “That’s the legal bit done. Now on to 
the ceremony! ShareTheLove DavidFurnish.”

The couple has two sons, Zachary and Eli-
jah.

Trans series in 
suburbs; Seacrest 
producing

A TV docuseries about a teenage boy whose 
transgender father is becoming a woman is 
filming in the Chicago suburbs.

ABC Family announced it picked up the 
reality series My Transparent Life from Ryan 
Seacrest Productions (Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians, Shahs of Sunset).

The story revolves around a teen named 
Ben who learns that his parents are getting 
divorced and that his dad is transitioning 
into a woman, going from Charlie to Carly.

The premise of My Transparent Life is 
similar to that of another recent transgen-
der-based series, Transparent, the critically 
acclaimed dramedy that started streaming 
on Amazon Prime Instant Video in late Sep-
tember.

Joan Jett in 
Hall of Fame

Joan Jett and the Blackhearts, Green Day, 
Bill Withers, Lou Reed, Stevie Ray Vaughan 
and the Paul Butterfield Blues Band make up 
the class that will be inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame come April—with dis-
co band Chic getting snubbed for the ninth 
straight year, The Washington Post noted.

Half the inductions will be posthumous: 
Paul Butterfield died in 1987, Vaughan in 
1990, and Reed just last year.
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aNtiQueS

CleaNiNG SeRviCeS
CHeStNUt CLeANING SeRVICeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

hoMe iMPRoveMeNt & PaiNtiNG
MAKe yoUR HoMe LooK FABULoUS! January is a 
great time to give you bathroom a facelift. We also 
do drywall repairs and painting.  “A+” with BBB. Li-
censed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Es-
timates!  Andy OnCall 847-328-3100 www.andyon-
callchicago.com (10/14/15-56)

GAy oWNeD AND oPeRAteD FoR oVeR 35 yeARS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

leGal SeRviCeS

MediatioN SeRviCeS
McDoNoUGH MARItAL MeDIAtIoN SeRVICeS Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
Call Virginia 630.355.7055 or McDonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McDonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

ReliGiouS SeRviCeS
INCLUSIVe CAtHoLIC CoMMUNIty. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. Learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

ReliGiouS SeRviCeS

WiNdoW tReatMeNtS
WoNDeRING WHAt to Do WItH tHoSe WINDoWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (3/11/15-13)

GAy oWNeD AND oPeRAteD FoR oVeR 35 yeARS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

WeddiNG SeRviCeS

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago
Chicago Coalition of

Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

ANTIQUE  
FLEA MARKET

Sun. Dec 28th
8am - 3pm / $5

County Farm & Manchester
DuPage County Fairgrounds

Wheaton, IL
Vendors Welcome 

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM WE HEART PETS!
A special thanks to everyone who submitted pet photos for this year’s installment. May you enjoy the warmth and companionship of your pets this holiday season.

Frank

Lula, Spunky, Kirby & Rascal

Pepe

Pudge

Whiskey

Lucky Maci

McKenzie

Murphy & Maggie

teva

topo & Bowie

Homer & Roxy



Thursday, Dec. 25
Center Christmas celebration Celebrate the 

Christmas holiday with Center on Halsted 
patrons, staff, and volunteers. This free 
holiday meal is open to all ages. RSVP 
required to Megan Jackson at 773-472-
6469 x410 or mjackson@centeronhalsted.
org  12:00pm - 1:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago

Friday, Dec. 26
Love Me Forever! oh! oh! Oh By gay car-

toonist Jeremy Sorese, a series of illustra-
tions, selected from The Best American 
Comics 2013, exploring the idea of get-
ting married. On display in the Congress 
Corridor through March 8, 2015.  9:00am 
- 5:00am   Harold Washington College  30 
E. Lake St. Chicago  312-747-4050  

  http://tinyurl.com/kwb5mnl
Airline Highway A rag-tag collection of 

strippers, hustlers and philosophers come 
together to celebrate the life of an iconic 
burlesque performer who has requested 
a funeral before she dies. Through Feb. 
8. $86.  7:30pm   Steppenwolf  1650 N
Halsted Chicago  http://www.steppen-
wolf.org/Plays-Events/productions/index.
aspx?id=623&performanceDate=2014-12-
19T19:30:00

Formerly Known As (FKA) Long-running 
Northside queer dance party moves to 
second Friday of each month. Welcom-
ing space for people of all genders, rep-
resentations, expressions, identities and 
sexualities.   10:00pm   Big Chicks  5024 
N Sheridan Rd Chicago  http://facebook.
com/FKADANCE

It’s Britney Bitch: Britmas edition Rare 
performances, videos, mixes and more 
with DJ Riley York. No cover.  10:00pm 
- 2:00am   The Call (Chicago)  1547 W 
Bryn Mawr

Saturday, Dec. 27
Rainbow Families Playgroup Playdate for 

the little ones three-or-younger in the 
play area and meet other LGBTQ parents. 
Open to all families who would like to 
meet parents of children and their kids 
who are of the LGBTQ community. The 
family space is reserved. Free. Questions 

to Lynnea Karlic at lkarlic@centeronhal-
sted.org  10:00am - 12:00am   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.meetup.com/rainbowfamilies/
events/122937392/ 

Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance, 
Chicago-area GLBt Chapter Depression 
and Bipolar Support Alliance chapter spe-
cifically founded for Chicago-area GLBT 
community with mood disorders or other 
significant psychological conditions, as 
well as their friends, partners, and fam-
ily members. All are welcome.  11:00am   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  
http://www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

Michael Sam documentary Oprah Winfrey 
Network will air an interview and exclusive 
documentary.  Time:TBA   Channel 220 on 
Comcast  http://www.oprah.com/own/
Michael-Sams-Story-Comes-to-OWN

Homo For the Holidays Release from Ber-
serk Records Featuring Bill Chill, Honey 
Hole Johnson, Kristen Kridle, Anna Hol-
mquist and more. 17+   8:00pm   Abby 
Pub, 3420 West Grace St., Chicago  Tick-
ets: http://www.ticketweb.com/t3/sale/
SaleEventDetail?dispatch=loadSelectionD
ata&eventId=5514805&pl=bk

Sunday, Dec. 28
outChicago, LGBt radio Progressive talk 

with Scott Duff. Streaming live online  
11:00am - 1:00pm   WCPT 820 am  http://
www.chicagosprogressivetalk.com/pages/
pages.php?page=451

Monday, Dec. 29
QueerCast Windy City Queercast with host 

Amy Matheny joined weekly by guest 
hosts Mitchell Fain, Deb Pearce, Stephen 
Rader, and Colman Domingo  12:00pm   
Online  http://www.windycityqueercast.
com/shows.html

Tuesday, Dec. 30
Roscoe’s yooo-Hooo Revue Yooo-Hooo!!! 

RuPaul’s Drag Race is back for its 7th sea-
son and to celebrate Roscoe’s is taking a 
look back, featuring a cast of six of the 
most beautiful, charming, hilarious and 
controversial queens in HER-story. Season 
1: Ongina. Season 2: Jessica Wild. Season 
3: Raja Gemini. Season 4: Phi Phi O’Hara. 

Season 5: Alyssa Edwards. Season 6: Jo-
slyn Fox. $5 Cover / $25 Meet & Greet 
Photo Line, available for advanced pur-
chase by calling 773-281-3355, ext. 2 or 
emailing shawn@roscoes.com.  10:00pm - 
2:00am   Roscoe’s Tavern  3356 N Halsted 
St Chicago  http://www.roscoes.com

Wed., Dec. 31
Black ensemble theater New year’s eve 

2014 Celebration, With Love From the 
Black ensemble theater Performance 
Black & White New Year’s The biggest and 
sexiest women’s countdown in Boystown. 
Hosted by Back Lot Bash and The L Stop. 
Impress with your best black and white 
attire. Live jazz music from Zole Moser 
and The Ali Wyatt Sextet Band. DJs Kirby 
and Kristin, plus go-go dancers. $35 VIP 
pre-sale ticket before Dec. 25; $45 after. 
Doors open at 7. Premium hors d’oeuvres 
and drink package 7-9 pm. $25 general 
admission bef. Dec. 25; $35 after.  7:00pm 
- 2:00am   Halsted’s Bar and Grill  3441 N 
Halsted Chicago  http://halstednye2015.
brownpapertickets.com/  

Bright Lights, Big Future: New year’s eve 
at Sidetrack For one night only, Sidetrack 
will be transformed with dramatic light 
and color. Fabulous door prizes courtesy 
of Ketel One Vodka. $25 advance sale 
available now from your bartender or at 
www.sidetrackchicago.com. A portion of 
the door proceeds benefit the fine work of 
Equality IL.   8:00pm - 2:00am   Sidetrack  
3349 N Halsted St Chicago  http://www.
sidetrackchicago.com

New year’s eve at Berlin Don’t get stuck at 
a boring New Year’s party, ring in the New 
Year Berlin style. DJs Greg Haus, Larissa 
and VoxBox. Performances by Lucy Stoole, 
Ben D. Mann and Fox E. Kim. Doors open 
at 9. Reduced cover of $5 before 10. 
Champagne specials all night.  9:00pm - 
4:00am   Berlin Nightclub  954 W Belmont 
Ave Chicago  http://www.berlinchicago.
com

Freak Show: New year’s eve at Mary’s Cu-
riosities and wonders! You won’t believe 
your eyes. Two floors of revelry to delight 
your senses. Appetizer buffet, midnight 
toast, DJ and dancing. $15 advance tick-
ets; $20 at the door.   8:00pm - 2:00am   
Hamburger Mary’s  5400 N Clark Chicago  
http://www.hamburgermarys.com/chi-
cago

Resolution: New year’s eve at Jackham-
mer Reflect on the year passed. Project 
to the year ahead. DJ Steve Henderson. 
Hosted by Ms. Jackhammer 2014 Chanel 
Exotique. No cover. Champagne toast at 
midnight. Dress code strongly suggested 
for The Hole. Free coat/clothing check.  
10:00pm - 4:00am   Jackhammer  6406 

N Clark St Chicago  http://www.jackham-
merchicago.com

Fire & Ice: New year’s eve at Phoenix An 
elegant catered affair. $500 balloon drop. 
Music by Laura B. with hot go-go boys. 
Champagne toast at midnight. $25 at the 
door.  8:00pm - 2:00am   Phoenix Bar  
1932 E Higgins Rd Elk Grove Village, IL 
60007  http://www.phoenixbarchicago.
com

Moving Forward Into 2015: Nye at Prog-
ress Bar Ring in 2015 with Progress Bar. 
Your ticket includes hosted bar 9-11 pm, 
ticket for Absolut ice luge, champagne 
toast at midnight, complimentary coat 
check 9-11 pm, Progress Bar official mix-
tape by resident DJ Jesse Hoz for 1st 100 
guest. Tickets: $25 until Dec. 28, $30 
after Dec. 28, $35 if purchased Dec. 31 
before 7 pm.   9:00pm - 2:00am   Prog-
ress Bar  3359 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.eventbrite.com/e/progress-bar-
chicago-new-years-eve-tickets-tickets-
14637957525?aff=eac2

New year’s Karaoke Party Sing in 2015 
with no cover and karaoke all night long. 
Drink specials and champagne toast at 
midnight.   9:00pm - 2:00am   Shaker’s 
on Clark, 3160 N. Clark St.  http://www.
shakersonclark.com

New year’s eve at the Sofo tap No cover, 
champagne toast at midnight, all your 
favorite songs and videos. $3 Miller Lite 
drafts, $5 Absolut cocktails, $4 Fireball 
shots.   9:00pm - 2:00am   The Sofo Tap  
4923 N Clark Chicago  http://www.theso-
fotap.com

Black & Blue: New year’s eve at touche 
Complimentary buffet at 9. Games, prizes 
and party favors. Midnight champagne 
toast. Blackout at midnight. $5 tickets 
available at the bar.   9:00pm - 4:00am   
Touche  6412 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.touchechicago.com

Stripper Bingo New Year’s Eve Come in at 
8 for the weekly Stripper Bingo show, fol-
lowed by male dancers at 10 with your 
host Angelique Munro. Stick around for a 
champagne toast at midnight.   8:00pm - 
2:00am   Atmosphere Bar  5355 N Clark St 
Chicago  http://www.atmospherebar.com

New year’ eve at Scot’s Hors d’oeuvres at 8, 
balloon drop and champagne toast at mid-
night. No cover.  8:00pm - 2:00am   Scot’s  
1829 W Montrose Ave Chicago  http://
www.chicagoscotsbar.com

Thursday, Jan. 1
New year’s Day Pajama Party Wear your 

PJs and enjoy your first Bloody Mary of 
the new year. Open at 11 am. Brunch at 
the omelet bar begins at noon.   11:00am 
- 5:00pm   Scot’s  1829 W Montrose Ave 
Chicago  http://www.chicagoscotsbar.com

Friday, Jan. 2
Pericles In Shakespeare’s most fantasti-

cal tale, Pericles embarks on a tempest-
tossed quest in search of adventure, 
wealth and family and is confronted by 
villains, pirates, goddesses and kings. 
Dedicated parking on Navy Pier. Through 
Jan. 18, 2015  7:30pm   Chicago Shake-
speare Theatre  800 E Grand Ave Chicago  
http://www.chicagoshakes.com/plays_
and_events/pericles

Friday, Jan. 10
Affinity’s Burning Bowl Affirmation cer-

emony, an Affinity tradition for over 10 
years. Theme “Soaring Forward Like a 
Phoenix.” Speakers, drumming, perform-
ing arts, and community building and fel-
lowship. Free event that is open to all.  
5:00pm   Chicago Theological Seminary, 
1407 E 60th St, Chicago  http://affin-
ity95.org/acscontent/?p=3113

Crys Matthews LIVe -- A Benefit for yePP 
Matthews is a blend of Americana, folk, 
funk, blues and jazz. Proceeds benefit 
Youth Empowerment Performance Project. 
6:15 - 7 VIP Dinner, meet & greet w/ Crys 
Matthews. 7pm doors open. 7:15pm YEPP 
Performance. 8pm Crys Matthews   6:00pm   
Unitarian Church of Evanston, 1330 Ridge 
Ave, Evanston  Tickets: http://crysmat-
thewsatuce.brownpapertickets.com/

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of

CALENDAR

SAM I AM

A documentary about 
Michael Sam (above) will 
air on oWN.
Photo by Scott Rovak
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By MeGHAN StReIt

Some people might measure their year in cities 
visited, dollars earned or goals accomplished. 
I measure mine in delicious food eaten in Chi-
cago—and let me tell you, 2014 was a good 
year. I love looking back on each passing year, 
thinking about great new restaurants that have 
burst onto the scene and old favorites that 
have shuttered their doors (Hot Doug’s, sniff). 
It’s fun to think about how culinary trends are 
evolving, and about what new edible master-
pieces the New Year will bring.

1. Filet mignon at Bavette’s Bar & Boeuf:
So thick, yet so tender. So perfectly seasoned 
and grilled. For my money, Bavette’s is the best 
steakhouse in town, and this scrumptious little 
cut is the best on the menu. Slather it with 
some of the creamy bearnaise and you will 
transport yourself to steakhouse heaven. 

2. Peanut butter pie at Bow & Stern: This
peanut butter mousse is so fluffy and light, it’s 

as if air was somehow scientifically injected 
into it. The sweetness level is spot on—per-
fectly peanut buttery, but not overly sweet. 
Plus, it’s perched atop a rich chocolate cookie 
crust. 

3. Poutine at Hoppin’ Hots: I don’t know
if it’s the thick savory gravy or the way the 
French fries retain their crispness in spite of of 
being drenched in said gravy. Or maybe it’s the 
crazy good cheese curds gilding the lilly, but 
this poutine is the best I’ve had in Chicago. 
And if you’re going to challenge your heart to 
continue functioning properly by eating pou-
tine, go ahead and order the amazing salted 
caramel milkshake as well.

4. Confetti cake at Sweet Mandy B’s: If
you think confetti cake is just for kids or only 
comes out of a box, then you haven’t had 
Sweet Mandy B’s version. It looks like the tra-
ditional boxed kind from your ninth birthday, 
but it is infinitely more moist. You must have 
it iced with the strawberry frosting, which is 
thick, buttery and not nearly as sweet as its 
pink hue would have you believe.

5. Blossom cocktail at yum Cha Dim Sum
Parlor: Yum Cha was one of the most pleasant 
surprises of the year for me. I had not pre-
viously been a huge fan of dim sum. And, it 

just may have been the fizzy “Blossom” cock-
tail that started things off on the right foot 
for me at this upscale dim sum parlor. Lychee 
puree and Mandarin rose tea syrup combine in 
the most graceful manner (the vodka probably 
doesn’t hurt, either) and the cocktail is topped 
with champagne and a fresh orchid, making it 
as beautiful for your eyes as it is for your taste 
buds.

6. Beef stroganoff at Summerdale: High-
quality slices of beef, tender pappardelle and a 
rich but not too heavy gravy make this stroga-
noff a standout. But, it’s the sprinkling of fresh 
chives on top that truly sets it apart and takes 
it to the next level.

7. Doughnut holes at Cocello: Damn, I love
these little things. They arrive at your table 

piping hot and delicately dusted with sugar. 
Best of all is the tangy fruit sauce and dollop 
of whip cream that accompany them for you to 
make your own little DIY jelly doughnuts. 

8. “Burrata Be Kidding Me” pizza at Parlor
Pizza Bar: If you gave me a scoop of creamy 
burrata and fresh lemon-dressed arugula driz-
zled with truffle oil on a piece of cardboard, I’d 
probably eat it. But, if you put it on a golden 
bubbly Neapolitan style pizza crust hot out of 
a wood-fired oven, well, there’d be a serious 
party in my mouth—which is exactly how you’ll 
feel when you’re eating this pizza. 

9. Surf-and-turf roll at ora: It’s the rare ap-
pearance that beef makes in a sushi roll. But, 
when it’s done as well as the surf and turf roll 

WeeklY dininG Guide in 
theDISH

The 10 best Things i ate in 2014

Turn to page 21

Filet mignon at 
Bavette’s Bar & 
Boeuf.
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By JeRRy NUNN

Margaret Cho is one of the biggest names in 
comedy that has led to a multidimensional ca-
reer that includes acting, singing and songwrit-
ing. Along with being a huge LGBT supporter, 
she is openly bisexual, winning tons of awards 
for her advocacy work. Cho recently performed 
in San Francisco with Bob Mould for a homeless 
crowd raising money for the cause and making 
headlines in the process.

She appeared on the Lifetime Channel’s Drop 
Dead Diva for six seasons playing the role of 
Teri Lee, a paralegal assistant, and has ap-
peared in many movies as well.

From her beginnings on television with All-
American Girl to the 11th season on Dancing 
With the Stars, she has continued to entertain.

She joins a group of women set to host a sex-
based talk show on TLC called All About Sex 
starting Saturday, Jan. 10, at 9 p.m. Central.

Just before her arrival to toast with Chicago 
for the New Year we gave her a call to ask about 
her newest projects.

Windy City times: Hello, Margaret. So fans 
get to celebrate the New year with you.

Margaret Cho: I’m excited to be there. I 
haven’t done a New Year’s gig in over a decade. 
It is a night that I usually take off.

WCt: you are bringing Bob Mould with you, 
too.

MC: Well, actually he is bringing me. I will be 
doing some stand-up comedy and, hopefully, I 
get to sing with him. That is the most exciting 
thing for me ever. I love him. I will probably do 
anything he asks me and I wanted to be at the 
Metro for him. He’s a remarkable man. I spent 
Thanksgiving with him.

WCt: I saw that you did a show for the 
homeless in San Francisco with him.

MC: Yes, that was amazing. This week we are 
on the cover of Street Sheet, the San Francisco 
homeless newspaper. It is Bob and I singing in 
front of the Larkin, a homeless youth shelter. 
We ended up raising quite a lot of cash and 
supplies for them, which is really wonderful.

WCt: What inspired this endeavor?
MC: I was really inspired by the legacy of 

Robin Williams. He was such an advocate for 
the homeless. He raised $70 million with Comic 
Relief. In his contracts he had a stipulation 
that a percentage of the workers on the films 
that he did had to be homeless workers. He 
wanted to give people a dignified wage and 
work, which I think is really important.

The loss of him was something I couldn’t re-
ally cope with. I couldn’t stop grieving him. 
I spoke with Michael Pritchard, who is also a 
homeless advocate and comedian in San Fran-
cisco. He told me not grieve Robin but be Rob-
in. That inspired me to create me own little 
Comic Relief where I stand on a street corner 
with amazing support like Bob Mould and lots 
of different people now. We play music and 
have created a meeting point where people can 
donate food and different items to the home-
less. We can distribute to them right there. 
Homeless people come and donations come, we 
spread it out and people take everything. We 
clean up the street corner better than we found 
it. We make sure that people have food and 
some warm clothes, toothbrushes, hot packs 
for their hands and feet, it is very nice.

WCt: I wonder if we should encourage peo-
ple to bring items to the Metro show?

MC: I don’t know but that would depend on 
the venue. We have only done outdoor events 
during the day so far. We are actively trying 
to do more club events until the end of the 
year. People can go to GoFundMe.com/BeRobin 
if they are inclined to donate.

People need to readjust their thinking when 
they see a homeless person. I encourage peo-
ple to think that is someone’s child, to not just 
walk by, to not just ignore them or feel threat-
ened. It is a simple fact.

WCt: A lot of people are without jobs this 
holiday season so maybe it is hitting home 
for some.

MC: Yes, and it is very difficult for people 
in the age of tech stuff and people are now 
looking at their phones. They are not looking 
outside themselves as much. They see poverty 
and homelessness less. I am trying to bring it 
more into focus.

WCt: you spoke of Robin’s death, but also 
I wanted to mention Joan Rivers. you were 
just in Vegas for Pride there a year ago with 
her.

MC: That is really a great memory for me. I 
treasure all of the time that I had with her. I 
was extremely fortunate to have known her as 
long as I did, that she saw herself in me and 
then took care of me for 20 years. She would 
check in on me and make sure I was cool. She 
made sure I knew how funny I was. She was a 
kind of a showbiz mother that I never really 
had. I have a great relationship with my family 
but they certainly don’t understand my job like 
someone like her. I’m grateful of the time we 
had together.

WCt: It will be interesting to see what 
Kathy Griffin does with hosting Fashion Po-
lice.

MC: I think Kathy will be great. I hope to 
make some appearances too. I would love to. 
I have been talking to Melissa about it so we 
will see. I know Kathy is going to be perfect.

WCt: you also have a talk show on tLC.
MC: It is all about sex. It is a late night call 

in talk show. People can call with their ques-
tions. I am the wild card. I represent alterna-
tive sexuality and the LGBT community as well 
as any questions about sex toys. I am quite 
an expert on polyamory and all kinds of ideas 
and technics on sexuality. I know my stuff. I 
have served on the board of Good Vibrations 
for many years. I have lived in alternative sex-
ual communities for my entire adulthood. I feel 
like I know something.

Margaret and Mould make a show at Metro, 
3730 N. Clark St., on Wed., Dec. 31, at 9 
p.m. Purchase tickets at margaretcho.com.

Margaret Cho. Photo by todd V. Wolfson

NUNN ON ONE: COMEDY

Margaret Cho
chats about sex,
Chicago and Bob Mould

at Ora, then it makes perfect sense. Crunchy 
tempura shrimp, asparagus, scallion and cream 
cheese are all enveloped in rice and topped 
with a thin slice of beef, seared ever so slight-
ly. 

10. Peanut Butter Paradise at George’s Ice
Cream and Sweets: It may seem strange to be 
thinking about (more like lusting over, in my 
case) an ice cream sundae at the end of De-
cember, but if you’ve ever had George’s peanut 
butter paradise sundae, then you know what 
I’m talking about. Thick, sweet (I’ll go ahead 
and call it magical) peanut butter sauce, crum-
bled peanut butter cups and a few spectacular 
scoops of ice cream are all I need to feel bet-
ter in the face of face of most minor crises. 
It comes with chocolatey Zanzibar ice cream, 
but I believe I’ve improved on something spec-
tacular by ordering it with cool, creamy vanilla 
instead.

dish from page 20

Beef stroganoff at Summerdale.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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By ANGeLIQUe SMItH

Through BuzzFeed’s “Ask a Lesbian” video se-
ries, biweekly A.V. Club columns (“Who in the 
World is Cameron Esposito?”), and stand-up 
routines around the country—including ap-
pearances on “Conan” and “The Late, Late Show 
with Craig Ferguson”—comic Cameron Esposito 
(a former Chicago and Windy City Times 30 Un-
der 30 honoree) readily tackles sexism, dating, 
and coming out, all with a queer edge and an 
outstanding side mullet.

Windy City times: What can fans expect 
from your Jan. 15 comedy show at the Hide-
out?

Cameron Esposito: I’m trying to have it be all 
new material, which is challenging. I just put 
out my most recent album in October, so you 
want to tour on some new stuff, but it takes a 
while to write.

WCt: your fiancée, Rhea Butcher, is open-
ing the show. What’s it like working so 
closely with your partner?

CE: One good thing is that Rhea used to 
open for me before we were dating. The worst 
part is trying to do business with somebody 
that you care about so much. There are many 
emotions involved, everything is heightened. 
Traveling together is great, but when traveling 
goes bad, you’re stressed out at each other. I 
never thought I’d end up with a comic, but it’s 
amazing because she totally understands where 
I’m coming from and we’re going through the 
same things.

WCt: you’re LA-based now, but hail from 
a suburb of Chicago. What are some of the 
marked difference between LA’s lesbian 
scene and Chicago’s?

CE: I don’t really hang out in the gay neigh-
borhoods here. I travel so much, so when I’m 
in town, I mostly hang out with other comics. 
In terms of LA’s lesbian scene being different, 
I don’t know! Unless they wear more necklaces 
and sleeveless shirts and eat more kale. But I 
will say that I used to definitely spend a lot 
of time in Andersonville and Boystown. It was 
more mixed into the city in Chicago, where LA 
is just sprawling. You’d never really be over [in 
West Hollywood] without having the intention 
of going there. 

WCt: While in Chicago, you started a se-
ries of classes for female comics called 
“Feminine Comique” as a response to Chris-
topher Hitchens’ infamous “Vanity Fair” es-
say, “Why Women Aren’t Funny.” How did 
that come about?

CE: There was a big movement. Hitchens’ 
piece got a ton of traction at a time when so-
cial media wasn’t the same … people were just 
cutting it out and mailing it to each other, I 
guess.

WCt: Carrier pigeons.
CE: Yeah, they were sending carrier pigeons! 

Every news publication published their own 
response to that story, whether it was the 
variance in numbers between men and women 
[comics], or why women don’t do more come-
dy. All female comics were getting phone calls. 
I think I’d only been doing stand-up for two 
years—I certainly wasn’t at a professional lev-
el and I was fielding phone calls from people 
that were asking me, “How is it hard to be a 
woman in comedy?” And the truth is, it’s al-
ways hard to be a minority. That’s a ridiculous 
thing to ever try to deny. Women were being 
asked to speak on behalf of all women. Dude 

comics were reading these articles and there 
was a lot of backlash happening. So, I wanted 
to see if I could change the conversations a 
little bit. 

I approached Mark Geary, who worked at a 
now defunct show called “The Lincoln Lodge,” 
to ask if he’d help me put together a class to 
train women to write their first five minutes 
of material. The idea was to incubate wom-
en’s writing skills in a safe place to get them 
telling jokes for each other to be a little bit 
more comfortable. And, the wild thing is, it 
totally works. Crowds of 200 people, about 
50/50 male/female, used to come out to see 
this open mic at Cole’s, which is not normal. 
It was such a great open mic because balance 
makes everybody better. Eight white, straight 
dudes in a row, it’s going to be really hard for 
that eighth white, straight dude to seem in-
teresting. Comics of color, queer comics and 
female comics really help to create a balance 
where everybody’s jokes are better. The class 
still runs, it’s taught by a woman named Kelsie 
Huff. 

WCt: Who are some comedians that you 
look up to?

CE: Maria Bamford is a wonderful comic. 
She’s a really honest, lovely person who is try-
ing to be the best human she can. Huge fan of 

Sarah Silverman, and also Ellen DeGeneres … 
I guess that’s a ridiculous thing to say in “The 
Windy City Times,” but seeing someone talking 
about their life honestly, however much she 
was able to at the time in her entertainment 
career. She’d just come out, she was battered 
and bruised and she still reclaimed her connec-
tion to comedy, and that was really inspiring.

WCt: you’ve been called “comedy’s next 
breakout star” by “Chicago Magazine” and 
the “future of comedy” by Jay Leno—how’s 
that for pressure?

CE: Actually, it doesn’t feel like pressure at 
all. This is a field where most of the time, you 
don’t get any feedback. People will shake your 
hand and say, “Thanks for the show.” You don’t 
have a boss, you don’t have quarterly reports, 
you don’t get a raise, nobody to check in with. 
Comics are loving to each other, and super kind 
in congratulating each other, but it’s a soli-
tary field. You need those moments like that 
to just feel like a little bit of a sense of relief 
that you’re going in the right direction. Oth-
erwise, you’re just yelling into the void like, 
“Is this working?” Less pressure and more a 
giant relief!

Read the entire interview with esposito at 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Michael Sam doc
on OWN Dec. 27
 OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network will air the 
exclusive documentary Michael Sam on Sat-
urday, Dec. 27 (9-10:30 p.m. ET/PT).  
 The 90-minute documentary follows the 
life of Sam, who made history when he be-
came the first openly gay football player 
drafted into the NFL. The documentary was 
originally announced as a multi-part series, 
but became a 90-minute documentary when 
shooting was postponed to allow Sam to fo-
cus on football.
 Following the documentary special, Oprah 
Winfrey will speak with Sam—in his first 
television interview since being cut from the 
NFL—on a special episode of Oprah Prime.

For more information, visit Oprah.com. 

IOC makes another 
step toward 
inclusion
 After backlash over the Sochi, Russia, 
games—overshadowed by the host country 
Russia’s anti-gay laws—the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) has made another 
attempt at formally declaring its inclusive-
ness of the LGBT community, MSNBC report-
ed.
 Members of the IOC unanimously approved 
a measure to rewrite the Olympic Charter’s 
non-discrimination policy, adding sexual 
orientation to the list. Under Principle 6, 
the new clause says there should be no dis-

crimination “of any kind, such as race, color, 
sex, sexual orientation, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth or other status.”
 Although LGBT activists lauded the move, 
many feel that more needs to be done. Ty 
Cobb, Human Rights Campaign director of 
global engagement, said in a statement to 
MSNBC, “Even though the IOC has now taken 
an important first step, more needs to be 
done to ensure that in future games, all peo-
ple are respected, regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity.”

Navratilova marries
 Tennis icon Martina Navratilova married 
long-term partner Julia Lemigova in a cer-
emony in New York, according to The Huff-
ington Post.
 Navratilova and her Russian partner of 
eight years tied the knot three months after 
Martina popped the question during a sur-
prise on-camera proposal at the U.S. Open.
 Speaking after the ceremony, Martina told 
the BBC: “I’m 58 years old—I got married for 
the first time! It’s about time. Growing up as 
a gay woman you just don’t ever think about 
that.”
 The tennis ace has said she remains sur-
prised that no male tennis players have ever 
come out as gay: “They’re so far in the closet 
I don’t even know who they are.”
 The original article is at http://www.
huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/12/16/mar-
tina-navratilova-marries-girlfriend-julia-
lemigova_n_6332634.html.

Cameron esposito. 
Photo by Mandee Johnson
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Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
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“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
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Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661
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