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Oscar-winning Kathy Bates tackles the American Horror Story series for a 
second time, playing a bearded lady on “Freak Show.” Read more about 
this accomplished actress on page 25. Photo by Michele K. Short
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In July, President Obama signed an executive order federal contractors from discriminating 
against employees or potential employees based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
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‘shoW’ TiMe 
Myles Brady is Howard 
Brown Health Center’s first-
ever transgender outreach 
coordinator. Read more on 
page 9. Photo courtesy of 
Brady

By LISA Keen
Keen newS SeRvICe

The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear appeals seeking to pre-
serve bans on marriage for same-sex couples. President Obama fi-
nally signed a long-sought executive order protecting LGBT people 
who work for federal contractors. And an openly gay college foot-
ball player kissed his boyfriend in front of a television camera after 
becoming the first openly gay player to be hired by a professional 
team.

Oh, yes—and the Republican Party won a majority in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Those are likely to be the most remembered events for LGBT 
people for 2014—a year packed with many important events, both 
symbolic and significant, but a year that nonetheless played sec-
ond fiddle to 2013. Many of the LGBT headlines in 2014 centered 
on marriage because, in 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 
the key provision of the federal Defense of Marriage Act was un-



Dec. 17, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES2

http://www.miniofchicago.com


nightspots

EAGLE RISING
Recall the 
leather glory 
of the Chicago 
Eagle with this 
one-night-only 
fundraiser for 
Leather Archives 
& Museum in the 
old Eagle space. 
See back cover 
for details.

#1133 • Dec. 10, 2014

LET’S TALK ABOUT MEX
Cancun is about a lot more than spring 
break, as this piece on adults-only 
spots proves.

Turn to page 4

WINDY CITY

TIMES Dec. 17, 2014

vol 30, no. 12

THE VOICE OF CHICAGO’S GAY, LESBIAN, 

BI AND TRANS COMMUNITY SINCE 1985

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

Trans aCTivisT 

joy Morris 

passes aWay

page 12

jUDy Baar

TopinKa Dies

page 10

hozier TaKes Us 

To ChUrCh

page 23

oUT MlB

UMpire

Dale sCoTT

page 30

Top world lGBT

stories of 2014 

reaChinG 

oUT 

Oscar-winning Kathy Bates tackles the American Horror Story series for a 

second time, playing a bearded lady on “Freak Show.” Read more about 

this accomplished actress on page 25. Photo by Michele K. Short
page 9

page 25

In July, President Obama signed an executive order federal contractors from discriminating 

against employees or potential employees based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Photo by Patsy Lynch

‘shoW’ TiMe 

Myles Brady is Howard 

Brown Health Center’s first-

ever transgender outreach 

coordinator. Read more on 

page 9. Photo courtesy of 

Brady

By LISA Keen

Keen newS SeRvICe

The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear appeals seeking to pre-

serve bans on marriage for same-sex couples. President Obama fi-

nally signed a long-sought executive order protecting LGBT people 

who work for federal contractors. And an openly gay college foot-

ball player kissed his boyfriend in front of a television camera after 

becoming the first openly gay player to be hired by a professional 

team.
Oh, yes—and the Republican Party won a majority in the U.S. 

Senate. 

Those are likely to be the most remembered events for LGBT 

people for 2014—a year packed with many important events, both 

symbolic and significant, but a year that nonetheless played sec-

ond fiddle to 2013. Many of the LGBT headlines in 2014 centered 

on marriage because, in 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that 

the key provision of the federal Defense of Marriage Act was un-

DOWNLOAD THIS!
Go to www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com 
to download complete issues of Windy City Times and Nightspots.

Then click on any ad and be taken directly to the advertiser’s Web site!

NEWS
Top 10 national LGBT news items 4
LGBT steelworkers 5
Trans engineer Christine Bland 6
Task Force’s Stacey Long Simmons  7
Choucair to step down  8
HBHC’s Myles Brady 9
Judy Baar Topinka dies  10  
Trans activist Joy Morris dies 12
Gay in the Life 13
Letters 14 

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

EGGS-CELLENT
Dish: Savor profiles/reviews 
Commonwealth Tavern, Joe Fish’s brunch 
and Kanela Wicker Park (whose green 
eggs and ham are pictured left).
Photo by Andrew Davis

this week in

ENTERTAINMENT/EVENTS 
Scottish Play Scott: Andrews 15
Beth Glover of ‘Cinderella’ 22
Breakthrough singer Hozier 23
Knight: Hobbit, Babadook 24
Kathy Bates chats with WCT 25
Dish: Bountiful Eatery profile  28

OUTLINES
Classifieds  26
Calendar  28
Out MLB umpire Dale Scott  30

online exclusives at

The book 
Steampunk LEGO is 
among the items in 
Five Worth Finding 
(the gift-guide 
edition).
PR photo

LOOKING BACK

Bent Nights looks back on the year in 
local music.
Photo of Maureen Neer of Soddy Daisy by Vern 
Hester

SOMETHING’S COOKING
Local pastry chef Teddy Heidt talks 
about being on the Dec. 28 episode of 
The Food Network’s Cutthroat Kitchen.

THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT
Find out the latest about Martina 
Navratilova, Taylor Swift and ABBA.

plus
DAILY BREAKING NEWS

Scott Schoettes 
tackles this 
month’s Ask 
Lambda Legal 
issue: HIV status 
and employment 
discrimination.

WINDY CITY TIMES

Images on cover (left, from top): Photo of Dale Scott courtesy of Scott; photo of Joy Morris by 
Kate Sosin; headshot of Judy Baar Topinka; photo of Hozier by Alex Lake

Find Nightspots on

nightspots

THE EAGLE RISES

www.WindyCityQueercast.com

Show #603

THE FABULOUS
BIG REd ANd THE BOyS

Dec. 17, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 3

“ Warmth, charm and grandeur”...

”Breathtaking” 
                   — Chicago Sun-Times

NUTCRACKER
CHICAGO’S MOST BELOVED HOLIDAY TRADITION

PERFORMS AT:

50 East Congress Parkway, 
Chicago

Generous support provided by the Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation
Joffrey Dancers: Victoria Jaiani and Fabrice Calmels  |  Photo by: Herbert Migdoll

OFFICIAL PROVIDER 
OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

2014–15 SEASON SPONSORS NEW WORK 
PRESENTING SPONSOR

The Anne and Burt Kaplan 
Fund of the Mayer & Morris 
Kaplan Family Foundation

TICKETS START AT $32
JOFFREY.ORG/NUTCRACKER

800.982.2787

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN CHICAGO

PRESENTING
CORPORATE SPONSOR

PRESENTING 
SPONSORS

NOW–DECEMBER 28

http://www.joffrey.org/nutcracker


Dec. 17, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES4

constitutional. That prompted court after court 
to echo that decision, in U.S. v. Windsor, while 
striking down state bans on such marriages 
around the country. 

Polls indicated that public opinion about 
same-sex relationships improved more dramati-
cally this year than on any other controversial 
issue, with 58 percent telling Gallup that “gay 
and lesbian relations” are “morally acceptable.” 

And a federal district court judge appointed 
by Republican President George W. Bush de-
clared a marriage ban in Pennsylvania uncon-
stitutional, adding, “We are a better people 
than what these laws represent, and it is time 
to discard [such bans] into the ash heap of 
history.” 

By this time next year, there’s a good chance 
that bans on same-sex marriage will be on the 
ash heap of history, and the Supreme Court 
could make that happen as early as next month.

But, first, here’s a look back on what the 
LGBT history books will likely record as the po-
litical and legal events of 2013 which had the 
greatest impact on LGBT lives:

1. The U.S. Supreme Court issued an or-
ders list Oct. 6, the first day of its 2014-15 
session, denying petitions from five states 
seeking to preserve bans on same-sex mar-
riage. The refusal to take up the appeals meant 
that at least six justices did not feel the ap-
peals merited consideration (it takes four 
justices to agree to hear an appeal before it 
can be taken up by the full court). And, given 
that the refusal to hear the appeals meant that 
same-sex couples could suddenly get married 
in a whole host of new states, it signaled that 
those six justices will almost certainly vote to 
overturn state bans on same-sex marriage once 
the court does take a case. 

Just one month after the Supreme Court de-
nied to hear the appeals, the Sixth Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals became the only federal ap-
peals court to have upheld the constitutionali-
ty of such bans. In doing so, it prompted a new 
round of appeals, ones seeking to strike down 
the state bans, and ones the high court will 
now almost certainly review or reverse without 
argument. Meanwhile, by year’s end, same-sex 
couples could obtain marriage licenses in 36 
states (though appeals were still alive in eight 
of those states). By Jan. 5, couples can obtain 
marriage licenses in Florida, while that state’s 
appeal continues. By comparison, at the end 
of 2013, same-sex couples could marry in only 
17 states.

2. President Obama signed an executive 
order in July prohibiting businesses that 
hold contracts with the federal government 
from discriminating against employees or po-
tential employees based on sexual orientation 
or gender identity. Almost as important as the 
executive order itself, the new executive or-
der neither expanded nor removed a relatively 
narrow exemption put in place by President 
George W. Bush—an exemption that allowed “a 
religious corporation, association, educational 
institution, or society” to discriminate. A small 
group of religious leaders has urged the presi-
dent to include a “robust religious exemption.” 
On Dec. 3, the Department of Labor issued is 
final rule for implementing the new executive 
order, Executive Order 13672, and the Federal 
Register published that rule on Dec. 9. It will 
take effect April 8, 2015, and is expected to 
help as many as 14 million workers. 

3. The U.S. Department of Education (DoE) 
released guidelines in May to clarify for schools 
receiving federal aid that Title IX of the Civil 
Rights Act’s prohibition against sex discrim-
ination “extends to claims of discrimination 
based on gender identity or failure to con-
form to stereotypical notions of masculinity 
or femininity.” The DoE’s guidance made clear 
that its Office of Civil Rights “accepts such 
complaints for investigation.” 

4. The U.S. Supreme Court allowed a close-
ly held family company, Hobby Lobby, to 
deny certain health-coverage for employees 
under the company’s health plan by saying the 
owners have religious objections to providing 

the coverage. LGBT legal activists called the 
decision a “dangerous and radical departure 
from existing law,” saying it could provide a 
means for employers to discriminate against 
LGBT people by denying coverage for such 
things as reproductive insemination, gender-

reassignment treatments, or HIV-prevention 
efforts. 

5. Several state legislatures attempted to 
adopt new bills to allow people to claim that 
discriminatory treatment of others is an 
exercise of their religious beliefs. The bills 
in those states were clearly aimed at allowing 
discrimination based on sexual orientation, but 
most fizzled out under pressure from major cor-
porations, such as Coca-Cola, Delta and Home 
Depot. 

6. The vatican, under Pope Francis, contin-
ued to send out occasional pro-LGBT mes-
sages, following on his comment last year that 
it wasn’t his duty to judge a gay person who 
was seeking to follow Christ’s word. A Vati-
can document released in June called on the 
church to treat LGBT people with more respect, 
and four months later, another document pro-
duced by a Catholic leaders meeting in Rome 
noted that the support gay partners provide 
each other is worthy of respect. But the final 
report issued from the Extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops eliminated all such language, saying 
there were “no ground whatsoever … for as-
similating” gay relationships into the church.

7. Several African nations, including Uganda 
and Nigeria, passed archaic laws against the 
existence of gay people, making same-sex 
relationships and activities punishable by 
death. In February, a mob in Nigeria dragged 
40 men it believed to be gay out of their beds 
and into the streets where they were beaten 
with wooden clubs. President Obama issued a 
statement saying Uganda’s law would “com-
plicate” the relationship between Uganda and 
the U.S. But when the White House held the 
Summit on Africa in August, leaders of these 
countries were included.

8. The winter Olympics, held in Russia, 
drew international attention to that coun-
try’s newly passed and harsh laws aimed at 
silencing LGBT people. The laws made it a 
crime to “promote LGBT equality in public.” The 
U.S. conveyed its more positive message for 
LGBT people, President Obama named openly 
gay athletes as three out of his ten-member of-
ficial delegation to the event, and he canceled 
a one-on-one with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Though the International Olympic Com-
mittee did little at the time but voice its prin-
ciple of non-discrimination generally, on Dec. 
8, it quietly passed an amendment to its Olym-
pic Charter Principle 6, explicitly prohibiting 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

9. Houston, the fourth-largest city in the na-
tion and the only one with an openly lesbian 

mayor, finally passed a long-sought human-
rights ordinance prohibiting discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. Mayor Annise Parker pushed for the 
measure and, when it passed, was threatened 
with a recall. But neither the recall nor a prom-
ised referendum on the measure ever made it 
to the ballot.

10. The Republicans won control of the 
U.S. Senate in november, giving the GOP con-
trol of both chambers of Congress and making 
the prospects for passage of any pro-LGBT leg-
islation—including the Employment Non-Dis-

crimination Act (ENDA)—virtually nil. But the 
truth is ENDA and other pro-LGBT legislation 
had virtually no chance of passage while Dem-
ocrats controlled the Senate, either, because 
Republican House Speaker John Boehner made 
clear, and made good, on his promise not to 
give such legislation floor time. Meanwhile, a 
Human Rights Campaign survey this year found 
that 53 percent of LGBT people still hide their 
sexual orientation from almost everybody at 
work. 
 ©2014 Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.

Houston Mayor Annise Parker. Photo by 
Dalton DeHart

neWs from cover

stonewall veteran
Danny Garvin dies
 Danny Garvin, one of the few remaining 
“Stonewall veterans,” died in New York, ac-
cording to GayNZ.com.
 Garvin had been among only around 20 
people still living to tell the tales of the June 
28, 1969, event at New York’s Stonewall Inn 
that gave rise to the gay-rights movement.
 According to a statement from David 
Carter, author of Stonewall: The Riots That 
Sparked the Gay Revolution, “Garvin and 
Tommy Lanigan-Schmidt proved to be the 
two most knowledgeable persons about the 
Stonewall Inn club for the history I wrote of 
the Stonewall Riots (or Uprising).
 “Danny was there the night it opened (on 
his birthday in 1967), became an habitue of 
the Stonewall Inn, met his first love there 
by dancing with him, dated the doorman 
(Blonde Frankie), and was friends with one 
of the persons who worked in the coat check. 
Danny was also one of the more valuable wit-
nesses to (as well as a participant in) the 
Stonewall Uprising. His gentle and sensitive 
nature brought a great deal of warm human-
ity to the history of this watershed event in 
the LGBT civil-rights movement as well as 
endearing him to his friends.
 “In addition to sharing his life story so 
generously with me, Danny became a friend. 
He was always a selfless person. Like most 
authentic Stonewall witnesses, he did not 
seek the limelight or recognition. Of all the 
persons I met working on the book, he was 
the sweetest. I will always miss him and 
consider myself blessed and honored to have 
been his friend.”
 A wake was held for Garvin Dec. 12. Church 
services took place Dec. 13 at the Church of 
Notre Dame.

Marine charged 
with transgender 
woman’s murder
 Philippine government prosecutors have 
charged U.S. Marine Joseph Scott Pemberton 
with murder in the killing of a Filipino, ac-
cording to The Huffington Post.
 The prosecutors said Pemberton acknowl-

edged attacking the victim, jennifer Laude, 
after he found out she was transgender.
 In October, Laude’s body was found in 
Olongapo city, northwest of Manila. She had 
apparently been strangled and drowned in a 
toilet bowl.
 Marine Lance Corporal Jairn Michael Rose, 
who went out with Pemberton on a night 
when a group of them picked up women at 
a disco, acknowledged that Pemberton later 
confided back at their ship that he attacked 
Laude by choking her after discovering that 
she was transgender when she undressed, ac-
cording to the prosecutors.

loBianco now at
Chicago house
 Jim LoBianco, formerly executive director 
of Streetwise, Inc., has been appointed chief 
development officer at Chicago House and 
Social Services.
 He started Dec. 1.
 In an open letter, LoBianco said, in part, 
“While leaving StreetWise after 4 ½ years 
was bittersweet, I am very proud of the great 
things that I and the staff accomplished. To-
gether we housed, trained and placed into 
employment hundreds of at-risk adults. I am 
glad to have left the agency on a solid foot-
ing, both financially and programmatically.”

lighthouse Church 
hosting prayer 
vigil Dec. 18
 Glessner House Museum, 1800 S. Prairie 
Ave., is hosting a candlelight prayer vigil—
”Prayer with a Purpose”—on Thursday, Dec. 
18, 7-8 p.m.
 Ministers and community activists will of-
fer prayers. In addition, attendees will be 
encouraged to sign a letter to their alderman 
in support of a chokehold ban for police of-
fers in the city of Chicago.
 At 7:30 p.m., attendees will walk to the 
police station in the South Loop, 1718 S. 
State St., to peacefully assemble on the 
sidewalk at 7:45-8 p.m. 
 See https://www.facebook.com/
events/788191897910167/ for more infor-
mation.

Danny Garvin (left) and David Carter. Photo courtesy of Miller
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By CHARLSIe Dewey

Anne Balay has become an advocate for LGBT 
steelworkers, which is interesting since she’s 
never worked in a steel mill.

Balay did however work in Gary, Indiana, pre-
viously as an instructor at Indiana University 
Northwest. She said the proximity to the steel 
mills as well as a background in blue-collar 
work led to her searching out LGBT steelwork-
ers to find out what their day-to-day life is like 
in the mills.

“I used to be a car mechanic so I knew what 
it was like to be a gay woman in a predomi-
nantly male, dirty industrial occupation,” Balay 
said. “I wondered ‘what is it like out in the 
mills, is it similar, how?’ I was curious.”

She said her initial research on the subject 
turned up nothing, which made her even more 
determined to pursue the topic.

What Balay found as she spoke to LGBT steel-
workers was a strong anti-gay sentiment pre-
dominating the mills and a fear of speaking up 
about anti-gay harassment.

She detailed the accounts of the steelworkers 
she spoke with in her 2014 book, Steel Closets: 
Voices of Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Steel-
workers.

“I think they [the United Steelworkers] were 
kind of embarrassed by what the book said,” 
Balay explained. “But instead of trying to de-
fend themselves and entrench their position, 
which is what I expected … they contacted 
me and said we realize we have a problem, can 
you help us? That was a move that completely 

surprised me.”
As a result, in August during the United 

Steelworkers Constitutional Convention the or-
ganization made two important changes aimed 
at bettering the work environment for LGBT 
workers.

Through an amendment to the international 
constitution, gender identity was added to the 
categories of protected people, which had al-
ready included sexual orientation.

“That matters because trans people experi-
ence the most egregious discrimination and 
physical danger at work,” Balay said.

Additionally, a civil-rights resolution was 
passed to include conversations about LGBT 
protections as part of local contract negotia-
tion requirements.

There was one more improvement taken up at 
the Constitutional Convention that didn’t pass.

“The third thing was getting somebody 
trained in each district who will confidentially 
take complaints or questions from people who 
have run into something at work and they want 
to know whether it’s protected or how,” Balay 
explained. “That part didn’t get passed. It got 
raised as something they are going to try and 
figure out.”

Balay said having a contact person for LGBT 
individuals to go to and whom they feel safe 
confiding in is still important to creating a safe 
environment for LGBT workers and a step that 
needs to be taken.

Overall, though, she thinks the amendment 
and resolution were good steps and are already 
having positive implications for some steel mill 

workers.
“In my opinion, it makes a difference in-

stantly that the union president publicly and 
visibly identified this as a problem,” she said.

“Ever since then people contact me con-
stantly and say my work place is different, I 
feel less invisible, I want to run for office, I 
want to build on this. So there is a change in 
culture in the various workplaces that the USW 
organizes.”

Still, Balay noted there is a long way to go 
before all steelworkers really feel safe being 
themselves at work.

She noted a presentation she gave at the 
College of William and Mary recently that was 
attended by several USW members who work at 
a nearby shipyard who still advised colleagues 
not to come out.

“To hear them just report that is still going 
on and that it creates an intense climate of 
fear and therefore an intense climate of hiding, 
that is still happening.”

That exchange made it clear to Balay there is 
still a conflicting sense of safety, and improve-

ments must continue as well as enforcement.
“There is space now to come out and protec-

tion, but to what extent does that affect the 
work culture?” she asked. “It’s going to take 
time.”

She said education would be a key element 
in changing the work culture so anti-gay com-
ments are no longer considered acceptable.

“What we would need to think about is how 
to get people educated about how that feels 
and how that creates a climate of fear for ev-
erybody,” she said. “In the case of the steel 
mills, the climate of fear is a bad place to 
work because it’s such a dangerous location. 
What all steelworkers need to learn is that they 
would be safer if everybody wasn’t scared.”

She said an interesting comparison would be 
to look at the military and its repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell (DADT).”

“Has anybody studied how the climate has 
changed in the military since DADT collapsed?” 
she asked. “If we did that then we would know 
when you change the policy from above how 
long does it take? What happens? Does some-
body need to be paying attention to and moni-
toring what goes on?”

Balay was careful to note it is not just blue-
collar or masculine-dominated professions 
where anti-gay discrimination and work envi-
ronments prevail.

“You are right to point out this is a hyper-
masculine workplace that may permit more of 
that, it may permit more of it overtly, but it’s 
not something that in any way has been ad-
dressed in workplace cultures,” she said. “I 
didn’t get tenure at my university and … it had 
everything to do with me being an out queer 
person on campus, and that is a university. It’s 
way more common than you think.”

Balay is currently promoting her book. She 
has also started research on the world of queer 
truck driving for her next project. She’s spent 
time working as an over-the-road driver to get 
an understanding of the profession and will re-
turn to that line of work following the holidays.

life might be
getting better for
lGBT steelworkers

Anne Balay. Photo by Derrick Clifton

GET YOUR BODY
HOLIDAY-READY

Discover what others know ...

Award-Winning Plastic Surgery

DR. DAVID SHIFRIN
Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

CHICAGO • 312.590.3572
680 N. Lake Shore Dr.

www.davidshifrinmd.com

Member

Mention 
WINDy CIty tImeS 

and get 
$500 off 

liposuction 
through Dec. 31.

Visit our website:
www.davidshifrinmd.com

FOR INFORMATION VISIT ANDERSONVILLE.ORG

shopping local just got more rewarding!
Sign up for LoLo and earn 5% in rewards just for supporting the 
Andersonville businesses that you know and love!  JoinLoLo.com/AVILLE

Friday, December 19�, 6-10pm
late-er night andersonville

Shops stay open late with discounts, entertainment and holiday 
treats. Download the Late Night Coupon at www.andersonville.org

http://www.andersonville.org
http://www.davidshifrinmd.com


Dec. 17, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES6

By ROSS FORMAn

Christine Bland was on a business trip earlier 
this year in Connecticut when she learned she 
was being nominated for a prestigious award 
from the National Organization of Gay and 
Lesbian Scientists and Technical Professionals 
(NOGLSTP). She broke down in tears.

“It blew my mind away that I was even being 
considered, especially since there are so many 
awesome engineers,” said Bland, who, since 
2009, has led Lockheed Martin’s team devel-
oping the electronic hardware on NASA’s Orion 
spacecraft. She’s also worked with NASA’s Juno 
and Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter, and more, as 
a Lockheed engineer. 

In early November, Bland was formally named 
the 2014 LGBT engineer of the year.

“When I found out that I had actually won, 
it blew my mind,” Bland said. “If you look at 
[the list of past] winners, it is some amazing, 
talented individuals. My name is now there 
alongside some really awesome individuals; 
that puts things in perspective.

“Winning this award proves to me that the 
hard work that I’ve been doing as an engineer, 
and in our community, is being recognized. It 
humbles me that people are looking at me as 
a role model. I never really saw myself as a 
role model; I just did what needed to be done, 
taking one problem at a time—that’s what en-
gineers do; we get a problem and work to fix it 
and move on. As a role model, I’ve got people 
looking to me to succeed; they’re watching my 
success as an engineer.

“Showing that I can succeed helps so many.”
Born and raised in Denver, Bland is open and 

forthcoming about her pre-transition life. She 

graduated from the University of Colorado at 
Denver in 1986, and has worked as a contract 
engineer and an adjunct faculty member at a 
local college. She came back to Lockheed Mar-
tin after a few years away, and has worked on 
most of the Mars orbiters since 1998.

Bland was married for 30 years to a woman; 
their marriage is over and she is now single. 
She has two children (son Richard is 26, 
daughter Susan is 24) and both live with her.

Bland in 2009 started transitioning in her 
personal life and by 2010 was living fulltime at 
home as a woman. She transitioned at work in 
October 2011, when she was a senior engineer, 
well known in the industry.

Lockheed had a briefing in Denver about 
Bland’s transition, with a packed room, she 
recalled. They briefed contacts in multiple de-
partments, NASA, subcontractors and others. 
“It was a very big deal,” she said, “and every-
one has been very, very accepting and positive 
from day one.”

Bland admitted she was “scared to death” to 
transition at work, but knew it was needed to 
“live a true and authentic life, and it’s really 
been a big difference in my life.
“And I’ve gained a lot from my journey … it’s 
made me a better person.”
 She is the chair of Lockheed Martin Transgen-
der Council, which she founded to assist with 
legal and insurance issues and provide support 
to transgender employees.
 Bland plays in the LGBT Mile High Freedom 
Band and is a live performance artist. When she 
retires from Lockheed, she plans to continue 
with art, “in hopes of being as well known in 
the art community as I am in the engineering 
community.”

By MARGO AnDeRSOn

On Dec. 11, the AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
(AFC) conducted an informational webinar 
on potential new methods of PrEP (pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis). 

PrEP is a set of preventative antiretrovi-
rals taken consistently by an HIV-negative 
person who is at high risk for becoming 
HIV-positive. Jim Pickett, the director of 
prevention advocacy and gay men’s health 
at AFC, said he hopes that PrEP will provide 
individuals with more options for protection. 

“The more tools we have to protect ourselves 
during sex the more protected sex we will 
have. … We have to have things that fit into 
people’s lives and that work for people,” said 
Pickett. 

PrEP has been shown to be very effective. 
In his description of the ongoing Partner 
Study, Pickett said, “There’s been lots of 
sexual encounters, over 30,000, a good per-
centage of them are gay. ... A fair amount of 
that sex did not include condoms and so far 
the number of transmissions has been zero. 
… We really don’t have any doubt that that 
will continue.”

The current form of PrEP is the pill Truvada. 
“An HIV-negative person can take this pill 
every day and be very well-protected against 
HIV—well upwards of 90 percent, edging 
toward 100 percent,” said Pickett. The FDA 
(Food and Drug Administration) approved 
Truvada in 2012. So far, said Pickett, “We’re 
seeing [insurance] coverage pretty much 
across the board.” Gilead, which manufac-
tures Truvada, offers co-pay and medication-
assistance programs, and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health will offer its “PrEP for 
Illinois” assistance program beginning in 
January (as reported in Windy City Times on 

Dec. 4). However, “the retail cost of Truvada 
is expensive. It is between $14,000-$15,000 
a year,” Pickett said. 

There are several alternatives to Truvada 
currently being tested. Many of these drugs 
are microbicides (products applied topi-
cally that help prevent the spread of sexu-
ally transmitted infections). “You can think 
of it as PrEP in a lubricant PrEP in a fiber,” 
said Pickett. The results of a study using the 
microbicide tenofovir are expected in late 
2015 or early 2016. The microbicides mira-
viroc and dapivirine are currently in phase-

one drug trials in gel form. “Johns Hopkins 
just got a $5 million grant to develop rectal 
douches into microbicides,” Pickett said. A 
number of other drugs are currently under 
development as possible injectables. 

Although many studies are being conduct-
ed, clinicians may not yet be well-informed 
about PrEP. “The clinicians who are being 
approached ... in many cases, they are not 
people who are used to providing HIV servic-
es. And now, they’re being asked to provide 
an HIV drug that normally, in their view, has 
been only used for treatment. [It’s] not be-
ing provided for negative people in an ongo-
ing way for prevention,” said Pickett. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, or CDC, has developed a flyer (at 
tinyurl.com/talkPrEPtoDr) that offers the 
public questions and guidelines for speak-
ing with their doctors. It also provides in-
formational resources to give clinicians and 
further resources for the general public. The 
University of California at San Francisco 
now offers a PrEP line that provides expert 
guidance to clinicians who are considering 
providing PrEP to their patients; call 855-
448-7737. 

Image from the webinar dealing with what excites people about PreP. Photo courtesy of 
Margo Anderson
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By AnGeLIqUe SMITH

Engaging, vocal and passionate about her work 
and her community, Stacey Long Simmons is 
the director of public policy and government 
affairs for the National LGBTQ Task Force. 

Active in various advocacy groups, includ-
ing being past chair of the DC Commission for 
Women, Long Simmons strives to never be a 
“boring policy wonk.” 

windy City Times: Tell us about your work 
as the director of public policy and govern-
ment affairs.

Stacey Long Simmons: My work is a combi-
nation of keeping track of what’s happening 
inside the Washington beltway, while feeling 
a responsibility as an advocate to have ongo-
ing and frequent conversations with everyday 
people who don’t have access to the informa-
tion we have. The Task Force is devoting atten-
tion to LGBTQ criminal justice, poverty, voting 
rights, and anti-discrimination issues, in addi-
tion to anti-LGBTQ violence, immigration and 
reproductive rights. 

The Hobby Lobby case really afforded us the 
opportunity to be even more vocal in our sup-
port of reproductive justice. It’s important for 
members of the LGBTQ community to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with other marginalized 
groups, because our destinies are really in-
tertwined when you think about the ways in 
which people use religion as a guide to dis-
criminate against us.

wCT: That’s interesting to say in light of 
the no-indictment announcement in Fergu-
son. There were some LGBT and general orga-
nizations that were noticeably silent.

SLS: I was pleased to see that so many na-
tional LGBTQ organizations, including the 
Task Force, either issued statements or posted 
something on their blogs in terms of Ferguson. 
That really affirmed the connectedness that I 
mentioned earlier. From conversations that I’ve 
had, there are many folks who want to be sure 
that the LGBTQ movement doesn’t forget that 
the civil rights protections that we seek for our 
own community has a foundation and a debt 
of gratitude that is owed to past civil-rights 
groups and, in particular, Black folks and allies 
who literally shed blood, sweat and tears to be 
able to allow us to enjoy some of the privileges 
we have now. 

Granted, there have been some setbacks. It’s 
not the first time that we as an organization 
had to be nuanced in terms of our communi-
cations about what’s happening in the world. 
There was a senate vote to repeal Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell and it passed, and it was also around 
the same time the senate failed to proceed on 
a vote to consider the DREAM Act. I remember 
the people who were in the galley when that 
vote happened: some of the DREAMers were 
queer-identified, undocumented youth and 
they were crushed, on the other side a group 
of LGBT people were excited because it was a 
win. So many instances where intersectionality 

is really prevalent, really stark, and abundantly 
apparent; where we’re cheering and applauding 
but disheartened on another front. 

wCT: what are some of the Task Force’s 
current initiatives?

SLS: The Stop Trans Murders initiative comes 
out of our commitment to shining a light on 
issues concerning our community’s most deeply 
marginalized members. We did a joint report 
with the National Center for Transgender Equal-
ity called the National Transgender Discrimina-
tion Survey. There were incredibly troubling 
data points that came out with respect to how 
frequently people are harassed or how they get 
treated by public civil servants like police of-
ficers. 

There’s such a siege right now on trans 
women. It touches a nerve for me because I 
lost my partner, Wanda Alston, to a violent 
crime in 2005. Whenever there’s a loved one 
who dies, whether it’s Michael Brown or any 
of the too many trans women who are just dis-
carded. … We’re finding them in alleys, we’re 
finding them in places where there’s no regard 
for them as human beings with beautiful lights 
inside them. When we changed our name from 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force to the 
National LGBTQ Task Force to be more inclu-
sive—so people could actually see the letters 
and see themselves as a part of—we adopted 
the tagline, “Be You,” because we feel it’s im-
portant for people to really own and fully be 
themselves. 

But, the truth of the matter is, it’s still in-
credibly risky for so many. They are exhibiting 
the bravest of brave when they do. We wanted 
to make sure people are talking about the value 
of people’s lives, we want to stop the onslaught 
of murders that have been happening and we 
want to make sure the loved ones of those who 
have fallen have support and know that they’re 
not alone. Doing this campaign with the sup-
port of local community activists is critical. It’s 
important to ensure that the policy recommen-
dations that our organization is putting for-
ward are authentic and have genuine resonance 
with the people who are going to have to live 
these things out. 

wCT: Tell us about the upcoming nation-
al Conference for LGBT equality: Creating 
Change event in February. 

SLS: We’re super-thrilled about Creating 
Change, which we’ve been doing for over 25 
years. We’re expecting about 4,000 folks in 
Denver and we’re probably going to reach mil-
lions via live streaming. What I love about the 
conference is that it’s a place for people to 
come and be themselves, pick up tools, learn 
more about how to be great activists, learn 
about policy advancements in our community, 
create alliances, expand networks and do a 
little bit of flirting. There’s no secret that the 
conference is a place where some hooking up 
happens. 

wCT: nice! In what arena do you feel the 
LGBTq community has made the biggest 
steps?

SLS: Time Magazine talked about the trans-
gender tipping point, so I say the ways in 
which things that were not openly discussed 
that are now getting mainstream media at-
tention. Deeply marginalized segments of our 
community are starting to have a platform, like 
Laverne Cox on the cover of Time. 

A lot of the benefit of having marriage-equal-
ity wins is that it creates a space for us to talk 
about the work that still needs to get done. Ev-
ery time there is another state that we win or 
a positive ruling, I use it as an opportunity to 
say, “Yay! That’s great for the people that want 
to get married, but there are still health dis-
parities, still members of our community who 
are disproportionately poor compared to their 
cisgender counterparts, still problems around 
voter ID—and identity documents, period—
and problems that surface for trans and gender 
non-conforming people.” 

[There are] things that still need to be ad-
dressed with policy solutions and cultural 
change within our community, as well as the 
broader public mindset. But, I’m optimistic 
about what the future holds for our movement.
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lGBTQ Task Force
leader talks equality,
anti-trans violence

Stacey Long Simmons. Photo courtesy of 
the national LGBTq Task Force

ruth Messinger 
talks human-rights 
issues, justice
By CARRIe MAXweLL

“I dedicate my days to the struggles for hu-
man rights of some of the people who have 
the least access to power—women and girls, 
the LGBT community and indigenous peoples 
in the developing world whose communities 
are threatened,” said Ruth Messinger, presi-
dent of the American Jewish World Service 
(AJWS).
 That was just one of the messages that 
Messinger conveyed during her National 
Human Rights Month Lecture—If not now, 
when? If not me and you, who? Pursuing 
global justice to mend our broken world—at 
the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center Dec. 14. 
 The AJWS is, according to its website, “the 
leading Jewish human rights and develop-
ment organization working to realize human 
rights and end poverty in the developing 
world.”
 Following words of welcome and an intro-
duction by Kelley Szany, director of educa-
tional outreach and genocide initiatives at 
the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center, Messinger told the approximately 120 
people in attendance that she was moved 
by what she saw while touring the museum 
prior to her lecture.
 An activist focusing on social justice is-
sues, Messinger also sits on the State Depart-
ment’s Religion and Foreign Policy working 
group and co-chairs the sub-working group 
on Social Justice. She previously served on 
the Obama administration’s Task Force on 
Global Poverty and Development. Messinger 
is currently one of the leading voices for 
equal rights for women and LGBT people in 
the developing world.
 Prior to coming to AJWS in 1998, Messing-
er spent 20 years working in public service in 

New York City. Messinger has been honored 
by many national Jewish organizations and 
received honorary degrees from five major 
American rabbinical seminaries. An active 
member of her congregation, the Society for 
the Advancement of Judaism, Messinger also 
serves on the boards of the National Com-
mittee for Responsive Philanthropy, Hazon, 
United to End Genocide, Interaction and Sur-
prise Lake Camp. 
 Messinger noted that not only are hu-
man rights under assault across the ocean 
but also here in the United States. Coming 
of age in the post-war United States, Mess-
inger explained that people of color, women 
and the LGBT community began to change 
society through advocacy and education but 
the work is not finished, so people must con-
tinue these efforts.  
 The AJWS, Messinger said, works toward 
a world in which people have control over 
their own bodies, food, land and water; free-
dom of speech and belief; freely participate 
in political decision-making processes; ac-
cess basic health care and education and 
where women, children, ethnic minorities 
and other vulnerable populations can live 
with economic security and physical safety. 
 “I’m a proud Jewish advocate for hu-
man rights for all people,” said Messinger. 
“The people whose rights I am fighting 
for come from other cultural and religious 
backgrounds—people of many faiths and 
no faith, people of vastly different philoso-
phies, world views and backgrounds includ-
ing the gay man in Uganda threatened with 
imprisonment for loving someone of the 
same sex, the indigenous woman in Guate-
mala whose entire family was murdered by 
the military and the young Indian woman 
who is suffering sexual abuse at the hands 
of her much older husband.”
 The AJWS and the Illinois Holocaust Mu-
seum and Education Center co-presented the 
lecture in partnership with Equality Illinois, 
The Voices and Faces Project and the Joint 
Action Committee. 

http://www.theleighgallery.com


By MATT SIMOneTTe
 
Chicago officials announced Dec. 11 that Chi-
cago Department of Public Health (CDPH) Com-
missioner Bechara Choucair will step down 
from his post at the end of December. He is to 
be replaced by CDPH Chief Medical Officer Julie 
Morita, pending City Council approval.

Choucair will be joining Livonia, Michigan-
based Trinity Health as that organization’s 
senior vice president for safety net transforma-
tion and community health.

“Thanks to the outstanding work of Dr. Chou-
cair, Chicago is a healthier city today and CDPH 
is seen as a national leader in public health,” 
said Mayor Rahm Emanuel in a statement. “We 
will miss him and his passion for helping Chi-
cagoans live healthy lives.”

“I am grateful to Mayor Emanuel for provid-
ing me the opportunity to serve the people 
of Chicago,” added Choucair. “It has been an 
honor to work with CDPH staff, our partners 
and residents to make our city healthier.”

The statement praised Choucair’s steward-
ship of the city’s Healthy Chicago initiative, a 
widely encompassing aimed at improving the 
health of residents in all neighborhoods.

“Since launching Healthy Chicago, we have 
reported declines in childhood obesity rates 
and teen smoking rates while making real prog-
ress in our fight to close breast cancer dispari-
ties. There is more work to do, but because of 
Dr. Choucair’s hard work, we are moving in the 
right direction across the board,” said Eman-
uel. “I expect the progress to continue under 
the leadership of Dr. Morita.”

Morita, a board-certified pediatrican, has 

held a number of city posts and was appointed 
as CDPH’s chief medical officer in July 2014. 
She was previously the agency’s medical direc-
tor of immunization programs.

“Dr. Morita has dedicated her career to im-
proving the lives, health and safety of Chicago 
residents,” said Emanuel. “As CDPH Commis-
sioner, Dr. Morita will continue this great work, 
making sure every resident has the resources, 
knowledge and opportunity to get and stay 
healthy.”

Morita added, “I am honored Mayor Eman-
uel has given me the opportunity to build on 
CDPH’s success to improve the health and well-
being of every City resident. As a Chicago na-
tive, nothing could be more rewarding than the 
opportunity to give back to the City that has 
provided me with so much.”

school board 
member apologizes 
for remarks
By MATT SIMOneTTe

A Warren Township High School District 121 
board member, on Dec. 11, apologized for com-
ments she made about the possibility of a gay 
or lesbian school superintendent, but said that 
she would not step down over the matter, NBC-
5 reported.

In a public meeting Dec. 2 in Gurney, Liz 
Biondi said, “I’m concerned that if we hired 
someone that we were not aware of that back-
ground, that they may be fighting more per-
sonal fires than superintendent fires, I guess is 
what I’m going to say.”

The following week, she told NBC-5 in a 
statement, “It was never my intention that this 
be a part of hiring questions or guidelines nor 
should a person’s sexual orientation ever be a 
part of that. I was relaying a question which 
someone had asked me. I did not expect my 
intentions to be taken out of context. In retro-
spect, I should never have asked the question.”

Biondi’s initial remarks drew fire from a num-
ber of sources. Her colleagues on the board 
have discussed the possibility of her removal, 
while a change.org petition was launched Dec. 
10 calling for her to step down. As of Dec. 14, 
it had 2,664 signatures.

In a statement, Equality Illinois CEO Bernard 
Cherkasov said, “Public officials have a duty 
to not only follow the law but to expect that 
kind of behavior by others in official positions. 
Biondi clearly demonstrated that she is not 
worthy of the trust to hold a position on the 
school board.  We find Biondi’s comments as 
someone who is sworn to uphold the law to 
be reprehensible, and she needs to resign from 
the board effective immediately, certainly be-
fore the search process proceeds.”

Discrimination in hiring on the basis of 

sexual orientation is prohibited by the Illinois 
Human Rights Act of 2006. District 121 board 
officials said they would meet Dec. 15 to try to 
resolve the matter.

Manhole and 
Whiskey Trust 
closing temporarily

LKH Management (Hydrate, Replay, Elixir, 
Halsted’s) assumed management of both 
Chloe’s (now Manhole) and Whiskey Trust at 
the end of August 2014, hired by the owners of 
Chloe’s and Whiskey Trust.

They state that situations beyond the control 
of LKH are resulting in the closing of the busi-
ness at this time.

According to Mark Liberson, president of LKH 

Management, “The owner of the business in-
structed us to close Whiskey Trust and Manhole 
until such matters are resolved, and we are 
complying with his request.”

While LKH hopes to return Manhole to the 
original Chloe’s space, for now AK Miller, man-
ager of Whiskey Trust/Manhole, stated, “Man-
hole’s popular parties will return to Hydrate. 
Hopefully we will be able to return to this 
space soon or find an appropriate venue for 
Manhole to reopen on a full-time basis in the 
near future.”

Sean Kotwa, Managing partner of LKH, said, 
“As the former management team for Whiskey 
Trust we remain concerned for the staff of 
Whiskey Trust and Manhole, and regret we that 
this is happening during the holiday season. 
We are reviewing the staffing at our other lo-
cations to see if opportunities exist to retain 
members of the former staff.”

Choucair to step 
down as CDph head
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Dr. Bechara Choucair. Photo by ed negron

 “Black & Brown Lives Matter, at home & 
abroad,” was a message of an International 
Human Rights Day (Dec. 10) protest that 
started at Michigan Avenue and Congress 
Parkway, and ended near President Obama’s 
Chicago home.
 Emmett Farmer—whose son, Flint, was 
shot and killed by a Chicago police officer 
in 2011 while he was lying on his stom-
ach—was among the featured speakers, as 
was Joyce Brown, mother of Charles Brown 
IV, a 20-year-old who was shot and killed by 
south suburban Harvey police on April 13. 
Other speakers included Toussaint Losier, or-
ganizer with the Chicago Anti-Eviction Cam-

paign and activist for a South Side trauma 
center, and Frank Chapman, Field Organizer 
for the Chicago Alliance Against Racist & Po-
litical Repression.
 The United Nations General Assembly es-
tablished International Human Rights Day in 
1950.
 In addition, the “Millions March Chica-
go”—done in solidarity with a similar event 
in New York City—took place Dec. 13, begin-
ning at State Street and Jackson Boulevard 
in the Loop. It progressed to the Gold Coast.
 Photos of the Dec. 10 event courtesy of 
Andy Thayer; images of the Dec. 13 march by 
Tim Carroll Photography

Chicago protests 
continue to take place

“Black & Brown” march. Photo courtesy of Andy Thayer

Chicago police detain a marcher at the Millions March Chicago. Image by Tim Carroll 
Photography



By JOe FRAnCO

Myles Brady, a Chicago native from Hyde Park, 
has been named Howard Brown Health Center’s 
first-ever Transgender Outreach Coordinator. 
He has taken those first steps to make How-
ard Brown his home and to reach out to an 
often marginalized cross-section of the LGBT 
community. 

windy City Times: As a trans man, when 
did you first know that you were trans? Is 
there a “coming out” process for transgen-
der individuals? To those who do not under-
stand what transgenderism is, how would 
you explain it to them?

MB: As a very young child, I knew that there 
was something uniquely different about me. I 
realized that I wasn’t 100-percent male like my 
brother or female like my sister. I didn’t know 
what “trans” was when I was younger, so I had 
to learned how to love and accept myself as 
that third sex. 

I lived as a gender-nonconforming child. My 
parents gave me a lot of freedom and even 
though they didn’t understand it they gave 
me the space to dress and express myself as 
I pleased. Coming out as trans is a different 
process for everyone. I cherish the fact that 
I got to explore aspects of my transness as a 
young child and that my parents were support-
ive in this way. Transgender is not identifying 
with the sex that you are assigned at birth, 
and ultimately making a decision and steps to 
live as the sex that you authentically know that 
you are.

wCT: what are your duties as the transgen-
der outreach coordinator? where would you 
like to see trans relations and outreach go 
in the future? 

MB: The transgender outreach coordina-
tor at Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) is 
a new position that HBHC created this year. 
It’s distinctly geared to engage transpeople 
into three programs that our team runs: our 
monthly Drop-In called After Hours, and our 

transgender specific support groups TYRA and 
T-Time. While I am excited to be collaborating 
with other organizations on the issues of trans 
health, my goal is to reach the folks who have 
never set foot into an LGBTQ medical center 
due to the years of transphobia and oppression 
our community has had to endure.

In my time in the field, I have seen a lack 
of representation and visibility of trans men 
of color and I felt that I had something more 
to offer the community in a full-time capac-
ity. I’ve been mentoring young people in an 
unofficial capacity for years and definitely see 
the great need for strong mentors, community 
outreach on the South and West [sides] of Chi-
cago, [and] HIV prevention and life skills. 

My job as the transgender outreach coordi-
nator operates twofold. I oversee community 
outreach for HBHC Trans services and I also 
coordinate the TYRA programming at the BYC. 
I have a passionate approach for working with 
youth and I also believe in grassroots orga-
nizing and community collaboration. I’m ex-
cited to use my connections to extend Howard 
Brown’s reach to other parts of the city that are 
in need of community based resources. 

wCT: How large of a population does the 
Howard Brown transgender outreach program 
reach? Do you think people of color and 
other minorities have insufficient access to 
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Meeting howard Brown’s
first-ever transgender 
outreach coordinator

Groceryland again delivers
 For almost three decades, Groceryland has delivered meals to Heartland Health Outreach’s 
homebound clients in coordination with Lake View restaurant Ann Sather on Thanksgiving—
and did so again this year.
 Groceryland’s Lori Cannon emailed, “Thank you, Tom Tunney, for 28 years of support and tasty 
dishes.” Tunney, the 44th Ward alderman, also owns Ann Sather.
 Pictured are Cannon (second from right) with volunteer Burton Minster (far left) and Ann 
Sather staffers. Photo courtesy of Cannon
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By MATT SIMOneTTe 

Just weeks after being re-elected into her post 
by Illinois voters, state Comptroller Judy Baar 
Topinka passed away from complications fol-
lowing a stroke Dec. 10.

“The Illinois political scene lost its Polka 
Queen last night and I lost a friend,” said U.S. 
Sen. Dick Durbin in a statement. “In a political 
world of cocker spaniels she could be a bull-
dog taking a bite out of both Democrats and 
right-wing Republicans without missing a beat. 
She was a blue-collar, immigrants’ kid who lit 
up the room with her quick wit and boundless 
energy.”

Long a major player in state politics, Topinka 
held several offices, among them state trea-
surer, state representative and state senator. 
She made an unsuccessful bid to be governor 
in 2006, losing to Democratic candidate Rod 

Blagojevich. Last month, she defeated Lt. Gov. 
Sheila Simon’s bid for her office.

Calling Topinka a “legend in Illinois politics,” 
Simon said in a Dec. 10 statement, “I am deeply 
saddened to hear of Judy Baar Topinka’s pass-
ing. People throughout Illinois will remember 
her for her many years of dedication to public 
service just as much as they will remember her 
for her larger than life personality. She truly 
loved the people of this state.”

Topinka’s office had the difficult task of pay-
ing the state’s bills while the state was in a 
perpetual state of financial disarray. She was 
known for her brassiness and practicality, and 
her directness resonated with voters from both 
parties.

 She was both a fiscal conservative and a so-
cial moderate. Shortly before her re-election, 
Topinka told Windy City Times, “I’m a Repub-
lican because I think the Republican Party 
stands for small government. I don’t like gov-
ernment spawning all over. The more bureau-
cracy you have, the harder it is to navigate and 
the more miserable it is for the public, and the 
more costly it is. I like the fiscal end of it. I 
like to make sure we get what we paid for and 
that it’s well handled.”

She nevertheless butted heads with Repub-
lican colleagues on numerous occasions, often 
because of social issues such as abortion and 
gay rights. She supported same-sex marriage—
memorably offering to be “flower girl” at gay 
weddings the evening Gov. Pat Quinn signed 
marriage equality legislation into law—and 
spoke at the 2013 March on Springfield for Mar-
riage Equality. Topinka also marched in numer-

ous LGBT Pride parades and took part in other 
LGBT events.

“I’ve always been a social moderate and 
I make no bones about it,” Topinka said. “I 
voted for the Equal Rights Amendment when I 
was in the legislature, gay rights—I could nev-
er understand what the problem was with gay 
rights. Jeepers, gay people are people. There’s 
rights under the constitution, everybody’s sup-
posed to have them, and it bugs me when folks 
pick on gays or anybody else. I have a lot of 
gay people working in my office; they’re won-
derful employees. We don’t single them out, or 
anything; they’re just part of the family.

“If you’re a constitutional officer, theoreti-
cally you’ve got some status and you serve as 
somewhat of a role model,” she added. “I know 
I’ve always tried to live my life as somewhat 
of a role model. When I get that bully pulpit 
going, I’m out there in the forefront. I [sup-

ported] civil unions and marriage equality, and 
I don’t want to see gay people harassed in any 
capacity, because that’s not fair. I’ll get down 
and fight for that cause, because I believe in 
what’s fair.”

Numerous other politicians and activists 
also issued statements Dec. 10 remembering 
Topinka and praising her career.

Springfield Alderman Cory Jobe, who is depu-
ty chief of staff in the comptroller’s office, said 
on Facebook, “Today Illinois lost a true pub-
lic servant with a heart bigger than the State. 
Judy Baar Topinka was a friend, boss, and po-
litical mentor. She always believed in me and 
my political career as a local public official. She 
will be greatly missed by many.”

Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov 
elaborated on Topinka’s commitment to LGBT 
rights: “As a Republican statewide officeholder, 
Comptroller Topinka was a leader in supporting 
issues important to lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender Illinoisans and demonstrating that 
equality and fairness were bipartisan concerns. 
… When Equality Illinois held its regular lob-
bying days in Springfield, Topinka and her of-
fice opened their doors to the delegation to 
make them feel that the Capitol was truly our 
home, too.”

LGBT rights activist Rick Garcia said, “Judy 
Baar Topinka stood out in the Republican par-
ty as a consistent and firm supporter of gay 
rights. Even when attacked by members of her 
own party for her gay-rights support she never 
wavered. … Illinois has strong civil-rights 
protections for gay people including marriage 
rights and Topinka played a pivotal role in 

that. During the marriage debate in the House 
Topinka was on the floor working every Repub-
lican member to squeeze out every necessary 
vote.”   

Recalling his years in the Illinois Statehouse, 
President Obama said Topinka “was a fierce ad-
vocate for her constituents, which I got to see 
firsthand when she was State Treasurer—the 
first woman to hold that office. She was blunt, 
pragmatic, unfailingly cheerful and energetic, 
and always willing to put politics aside to find 
commonsense solutions that made a difference 
for the people of Illinois. She will be greatly 
missed.” 

“Early this morning, Illinois lost one of its 
all-time greats,” added Gov.-elect Bruce Raun-
er. “Comptroller Topinka’s magnetic, one-of-a-
kind personality brought a smile to everyone 

she met, and she had a servant’s heart, always 
only caring about what was best for the people 
of our state. Judy was a tremendous friend, and 
Diana and I will miss her deeply. We offer our 
heartfelt condolences and prayers to her fam-
ily, including son Joseph, as well as her talent-
ed and loyal team in the Comptroller’s office.”

Mayor Rahm Emanuel said, “Judy had a pas-
sion for serving the people of Illinois that 
equaled her passion for life. For more than 
three decades, she brought a relentless work 
ethic, a determination to attack our state’s fis-
cal challenges, and a sense of humor and smile 
that brightened the day of anyone in her path. 
As the first woman to serve as Illinois Trea-
surer, she will always have a special place in 
the history of our state.”

Cook County Board President Toni Preck-
winkle called Topinka “truly one of a kind” in 
a statement. “I admired her feisty, outspoken 
nature and her passion for good government. 
She had a track record of standing up for what 
she believed in, regardless of party lines. As 
the first woman to be elected treasurer in Illi-
nois, she was also a pioneer and an inspiration 
for other women in public service.”

Chicago Urban League president and CEO 
Andrea Zopp shared Preckwinkle’s sentiment: 
“Topinka was and will remain an inspiration to 
all women who aspire to lead and will be re-
membered for her humor, wit, and her support 
of equality and fairness for all communities. 
In an era where polarizing partisanship often 
rules the day, Judy Baar Topinka’s indomitable 
spirit and down to earth approach empowered 
to cross party lines and have a significant im-
pact of the lives of the people of Illinois.” 

Gov. Pat Quinn said he was “heartbroken” 
over Topinka’s death, adding, “Never without 
her signature sense of humor, Judy was a force 
of nature. She left her mark on the state she 
has called home her entire life. Her leadership 
improved Illinois and paved the way for count-
less women in politics.”
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State Rep. Greg Harris (left) and state Rep. ed Sullivan with Topinka at the 2013 March on 
Springfield for Marriage equality. Photo by Hal Baim

Judy Baar Topinka.

house of infiniti
founder dies
By ROSS FORMAn
 
Ross M. Ramsey—the founder of House of 
Infiniti who lived in New York and had di-
rect ties to many national ballroom cities, 
particularly Chicago—died Dec. 2. He was in 
his 50s.

A memorial was held Dec. 9 in New York. 
Services were held Dec. 13 at St. John Fire 
Baptized Holiness Church in Brooklyn.

Ramsey was a community advocate, men-
tor and creative director who long worked in 
outreach events to decrease HIV, said Solo-
mon Arnold, of Chicago.

“I was at a loss for words when I found out 
[about his passing)], and that’s very rare for 
me. I was stunned, and then drowned with 
emotions,” Arnold said. “I was devastated, 
with a feeling I can’t describe.

“He was like a gay father to me.”
The House of Infiniti, founded in 1990, is 

a community-based organization and family 
that utilizes performing and visual arts to 
uplift and celebrate art, community, talent 
and family, Arnold said. The group uses art 
to free, thrive, empower, and improve the 
house and ballroom community like decreas-
ing HIV, solidifying marriage equality, and 
increasing queer freedom through creative 
art innovation and expression, he added. 

The House of Infiniti is primarily popu-
lated by Black and Latino men, including 
transgender individuals, Arnold said. “All of 
these members come together as a family 
and as a house to do competitions, house 
and ballroom competitions, which are differ-
ent categories, such as, vogue, runway and 
more,” he said. 

The House of Infiniti opened its Chicago 
chapter in 2002.

Ballroom has been in Chicago since 1986, 
and perhaps earlier than that, Arnold said.

Ramsey had a great impact on the gay 
community, Arnold said. “He found a way to 
build morale and confidence while also de-
creasing stigma and HIV. He did it in a way 
that was centralized through ballroom,” he 
said. “He was very influential in developing 
leaders.

“He was such a sweet person. He literally 
cared about people. He would give the shirt 
off his back. He was a generous, kind, loving, 
friendly person.”

Ramsey’s national impact could be seen 
through social media. For instance, Chris 
Infiniti Balenciagi, of Pittsburgh, wrote on 
Facebook that, because of Ramsey, “Infini-
ti is and will forever be the ‘RENAISSANCE’ 
house that re-birthed and ignited the city 
of Pittsburgh into higher heights and into 
the contemporary ballroom scene. As a result 
of the Pittsburgh movement, Ross’s leader-
ship, my leadership, Solomon Overall-Mother 
Infiniti leadership, and the leadership of the 
house for the past 25 years, THE HOUSE OF 
INIFINITI was able to receive the highest 
recognition in ballroom by being inducted 
into the NEW YORK BALLROOM HALL OF 
FAME.

“Ross Infiniti, may your legendary legacy 
and fatherly teachings live within each of us 
forevermore......TO INFINTI AND BEYOND!!!!”

Izzi Rodriguez of Tampa wrote on Face-
book, “We shall never forget what you have 
contributed to the LGBT community and the 
ballroom scene; our hearts go out to all of 
you, you will be missed and always loved Fa-
ther Infiniti.”

Arnold said a fundraiser has been launched 
to help with Ramsey’s funeral arrangements 
and the 25th Anniversary House Ball in New 
York in 2015. Donations can be made via 
PayPal.com to the Overall Mother Legend 
Solomon Infiniti, or contact Arnold via email 
at: tokingquel@yahoo.com

The 13th annual House Ball in Chicago will 
be Oct. 31, 2015.
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By MATT SIMOneTTe 

Officials of Gerber/Hart Library and Archives, 
6500 N. Clark St., detailed their work stream-
lining the library’s holdings, as well as a major 
donation, at their semi-annual meeting Dec. 
11.

Board President Carrie Barnett, who earlier in 
the evening was re-elected to serve for another 
year, said, “I don’t believe the traction we’re 
getting.”

During 2014, all of Gerber/Hart’s holdings 
were moved to its main location on Clark 
Street, and staff and volunteers were able to do 
at least a preliminary assessment of their col-
lections. Some excess holdings were donated 
to the nonprofit Open Books nonprofit literary 
organization.

A key goal in the upcoming months is gain-
ing “more intellectual control” of the holdings, 
said administrator Lucas McKeever, so all staff 
could easily access information about the col-
lection for researchers and patrons. That way, 
he added, “If one person isn’t here, the whole 
organization doesn’t shut down.”

The library will also be open to the public Fri-
day afternoons beginning Jan. 2, at 1-7 p.m., 
adding to the previous nine hours a week the 
facility was open.

According to McKeever, Gerber/Hart had re-
ceived 362 visitors, who logged 164 research 
hours, in 2014. After the meeting, he led tours 
of the library’s archives and special collection 
rooms, which contain new shelving that the 
library acquired thanks to a grant from the Il-
linois State Historical Records Advisory Board 
(ISHRAB).

Gerber/Hart is still operating in the red, ac-
cording to Barnett, who said that the library 
had a total income of $106,311 and expenses 
of $131,032. Just more than $100,000 of the 
library’s income came from public support. Dur-
ing the meeting, however, Barnett announced 
that the library had received a $100,000 grant 
from the Norman L. Sandfield Charitable Fund 
of the Dallas Jewish Community Foundation. 
Sandfield is a Gerber/Hart board member.

“I am so pleased to be able to give this gift 
to Gerber/Hart,” said Sandfield. “All of the di-
verse elements of our community have a his-

tory worth saving, and worth telling and re-
telling. We need to be sure these elements are 
protected and available for decades to come. 
I consider this as part of a challenge to other 
good friends of Gerber/Hart to step up, donate 
and volunteer: Once you come and see what we 
have, I know that you will be coming back and 
bringing your friends.”

Barnett added, “We’re so grateful to Norman. 
He’s been with us every day since we since 
we’ve-opened, sharing his time and energy. 
His gift will ensure that we’ll be here for many 
more days and years to come.”

Gerber/Hart received other donations from 
Alphawood Foundation Chicago, Kicking Assets 
Fund of the Tides Foundation and Tawani Foun-
dation, as well as Northern Trust Bank, Mulryan 
and York and other community members.

Gerber/hart looks back at 
2014, receives major grant

Above: Carrie Barnett, re-elected Gerber-Hart board president. Below right: Lucas McKeever, 
who spoke about the archives and expanded library hours. Photos by Tracy Baim
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From Woodstock to the White House

VERNITA GRAY
From Woodstock to the White House

   Vernita Gray lived through some of the  
country’s most riveting civil-rights dramas, 
as an African-American girl from the South  
Side of Chicago. She came out as a lesbian  
soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock  
concert, where she heard about the uprising  
at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City.  
Her fight for lesbian equality, and the rights  
of the entire LGBTQ community, would  
be her passion for the remaining decades  
of her life.   

   She was also a poet and a writer, a key 
player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, 
and a lesbian separatist during the 
1970s. In the 1980s, she opened her own  
restaurant, and in the early 1990s, she began  
an 18–year career with the Cook County 
state’s attorney’s office. Along the way, she 
also managed to have a lot of fun. 

   Her visits to the White House brought tears to her eyes. She never thought 
she would see an African-American president, especially from her hometown 
of Chicago. A few months after attending the Obama selection at the  
Democratic National Convention in Denver, she attended his inauguration 
and related parties in D.C. She first went to the White House for a June  
2009 Pride reception. 

   Vernita’s struggle with cancer would soon take a turn for the worse, and in 
her final years, her passion was used to fight for at-risk LGBTQ youth as well 
as marriage equality in Illinois.

   In this new book by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen, friends, partners and 
family share their memories of Vernita. Primarily written before Vernita’s death 
in March 2014, the book also includes extensive interviews with Vernita, and 
her own poetry.

   Vernita loved long and deeply, she worked  
against racism, sexism and homophobia, and  
she did it all with a smile, dancing her way to 
victory on her last lap.
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VERNITA GRAY: From Woodstock to the White House

ISBN-13: 978-1-4993-8888-6 
ISBN-10: 1-4993-8888-8  $25.00 U.S. 

Vernita Gray with Michal Brody, 
circa 1979 in front of Frank’s bar.

Courtesy of Brody

Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House
by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen

Vernita Gray lived through some of the country’s most riveting civil-rights dra-
mas, as an African American girl from the South Side of Chicago. She came 
out as a lesbian soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock concert, where she 
heard about the uprising at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City. Her fight 
for lesbian equality, and the rights of the entire LGBTQ community, would be 
her passion for the remaining decades of her life. She was also a poet and 
a writer, a key player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, and a lesbian 
separatist during the 1970s. She lost her long battle with cancer just months 

after becoming one-half of the first same-sex 
couple to legally marry in Illinois. 

The Best of Knight at the Movies 
by Richard Knight, Jr.

Windy City Times is marking the 10th anniversary of Richard Knight, Jr. as 
film critic for the paper with the publication of The Best of Knight at the 
Movies, a collection of Knight’s movie reviews from 2004-2014. Written 
from Knight’s queer perspective, the book includes more than 150 film 
reviews and essays. Gay icon Bruce Vilanch has said about the collection, 
“If Fred Phelps were alive he’d picket this book!” The book was released in 
mid-June, just over a decade after Knight joined the paper.

“If Fred Phelps were alive,  
he’d picket this book!”

                Bruce Vilanch

Richard Knight, Jr.
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THE BEST OF

Excerpts from The Best of Knight at the Movies 2004–2014:

August Osage County
New Hollywood motto:  

Never act with kids, dogs or Streep –  
when she’s in Mommie Dearest mode, that is.

Sex in the City
The reunion is fun but the movie eventually 

totters on its expensive Manolo Blahnik’s.  
Fleet of foot it’s not.

Le Miserables
Ironically, the grandly scaled Les Miz may be the 

first epic-sized musical that leaves one feeling 
claustrophobic.

The Help
It held me in its firm but phony grasp but then  
I am powerless to resist southern fried hokum.

The Kids Are All Right
One of those small cinematic miracles that 

audiences hope and pray for. That it makes a 
powerful argument in favor of LGBT families 
without breaking a sweat in the process is a 

wonderful bonus.

Albert Nobbs
The close mouthed Albert is a psychological 
cousin to Heath Ledger’s Ennis in Brokeback 
Mountain and Glenn Close’s work is no less 

sensational.

Gravity
It’s that rare movie that can truly be called  

a cinematic experience – a breathtaking one.

The Golden Compass 
The bears are named Iorek Byrnison and Ragnar 

Sturlusson, Lyra’s familiar Pantalaimon, the 
witch queen Serafina Pekkala, and your friendly 

movie reviewer Confusion Reigns.

Bruno
An enormous schwanstucker of a comedy. Sign 

me up girlfriend. Two snaps. Way up!

Star Wars III: Revenge of the Sith
With nothing better to do I started thinking 

about the longest gay relationship in cinematic 
history: the one between C-3PO and R2-D2.

Those are just a few highlights from the more than 150 film reviews and essays contained in The Best of 
Knight at the Movies 2004-2014, Richard Knight, Jr.’s latest collection of film criticism. For ten years Knight 
has been the film critic for Windy City Times, Chicago’s premiere LGBT newspaper. Heeding the clarion 
call issued by the late film critic and historian Robin Wood in his renowned essay “Responsibilities of a Gay 
Film Critic,” Knight reviews movies from a queer perspective. And though Knight writes inherently from 
the viewpoint of a gay film critic, his passionate, knowledgeable dissection of movies from every genre will 
be welcoming to film enthusiasts of every stripe.

Richard Knight, Jr. has been the film critic for Windy City Times since May 
of 2004. He is a frequent contributor to the movie section of the Chicago 
Tribune and has written for the Los Angeles Times, the Chicago Reader  
and New City. He is the author of three previous collections of film reviews. 
In 2009 he formed the Queer Film Society, a small non-profit comprised of 
openly queer film critics, academics and film historians. The mission of the 
QFS is to support queer cinema whenever possible. In 2012 he co-wrote,  
co-directed and co-produced Scrooge & Marley, a modern day, gay variation 
on “A Christmas Carol.” In 2013 he was the Programming Director for 
Reeling: The Chicago LGBT International Film Festival. Knight is a member 
of the Gay & Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association and the Chicago 
Film Critics Association. www.knightatthemovies.com

Cover realization by Tod Tatsui
KATM logo by Steven Gruhn
Richard Knight, Jr. photo by Hal Baim

2004–2014
Film Criticism from  

a Queer Perspective

The Fight for Marriage Equality in the Land of Lincoln
by Kate Sosin and Tracy Baim

Windy City Times reporter Kate Sosin and publisher Tracy Baim take an in-
depth look at the push for marriage rights in Illinois. The complicated route to 
equality required money, political clout and a lot of activism to push it over the 
finish line. 
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norman Sandfield, who announced a big 
donation to the library. 



By GReTCHen BLICKenSDeRFeR

Joy Hightower Morris—the celebrated Chicago 
transgender and HIV activist, founder of Trans-
Actions, and organizing force behind the Leg-
ends Lunch All Stars Awards honoring the lives 
and resilience of trans* individuals and those 
living with HIV/AIDS—passed away Dec. 6 af-
ter a long battle with cancer. 

Windy City Times interviewed Morris on two 
occasions over the past two years. During 
both—and even in the midst of organizing the 
2013 Legends Lunch—Morris spoke from her 
hospital bed, maintaining her determination 
that her illness should not get in the way of 
the work that powered her life, utilizing the 
lessons she learned from it to help others. 

Windy City Times reached out to those who 
knew Morris in each of her many struggles and 
victories.

Kenis Williams (who was described by Morris 
in a Windy City Times November 2013 inter-
view as her “mentor mother”), Trisha Holloway, 
Hannah Anderson and Sheila Cooper-Webb re-
sponded with the following memorial to Morris’ 
life and accomplishments:

“The community has lost an outspoken ac-
tivist whose voice can’t be silenced. Morris’ 
30-year life with HIV was her inspiration for 
a different kind of battle. She powerfully and 
tirelessly fought for recognition, inclusion, and 
equality and her resounding cry, ‘What about 
the transgenders?’ was singularly recognizable 
in the HIV community,” they stated. 

Morris’ own diagnosis enabled HIV to become 

the venue for her fight, but her innate spirit 
and early life circumstances provided its foun-
dation. 

Her friends stated: “Morris demanded the 
right to be herself. She often spoke of knowing 
that she was transgender as young as five years 
old, and of her lifelong fight to be respected 
as the woman she knew she was. Refusing to 
allow herself to be locked out of her religious 
upbringing, Morris explored the Bible and self-
taught an argument for inclusion of transgen-
der and gay believers. 

“While not giving up on the church, she 
found herself more accepted among others who 
turned to addiction and survival sex work. How-
ever, true to her spirit, Morris used her circum-
stances of prostitution and homelessness to do 
more than survive. She began an in-your-face 
activist approach when she became involved 
with Neon Street youth programs. During this 
time, she formed a lasting surrogate family in 
the club and drag performance community. The 
stage fit Morris’ passion to shine as herself.”

Morris’ demand for awareness and inclusion 
defined her HIV activism. Beginning in the 
1990s, she became a regular at community 
meetings and events. She fought to become 
involved in community groups such as the HIV 
Prevention Planning Group and Ryan White 
Planning Council (now combined as CAHISC), 
the Northside Health and HIV Coalition, EASE, 
and WHARP.

 As a member of Haymarket Center’s inaugu-
ral Consumer Advisory Group, Morris demanded 
changes for transgender clients in addiction 

treatment settings. 
She found an outlet for similar concerns for 

incarcerated people by working with CarePoint, 
and Men and Women in Prison Ministries. Mor-
ris participated in multiple Illinois HIV Lobby 
Days events in order to educate state legisla-
tors on the reality of living with HIV, and trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. with the Coalition to 
End AIDS (C2EA) to rally at a national level. 
Regardless of the setting, not an event would 
end without Morris’ demanding query: “What 
about the transgenders?”  

Her question did not fall on deaf ears. Mor-
ris’ relentless battle impacted a policy change: 
the Illinois Department of Public Health’s data 
collection forms now include transgender infor-
mation. This will directly impact the identified 
need for prevention and support services for 
transgender individuals. In recent years, ap-
plications for funding have also become more 
inclusive, with new attention being paid to 
transgender services. 

This achievement summed up Morris’ dual 
response to transgender rights—she was 
humbled and angry. “It is time, and it’s about 
time!,” she said. 

While fighting for inclusion in traditional HIV 
service groups, Morris also made her own way. 
In 2002 she founded TransActions, dedicated 
to transgender strengths and needs. Speak-
ing as the founder of TransActions, she worked 
with staff politicians to see the Red Ribbon 
Lottery campaign come to fruition. 

TransActions has another lasting legacy in 
the Legends Lunch, an annual recognition cel-
ebration that highlights the continued need 
to fight for awareness and rights, as well as 
the love within the community. Morris’ goal 

for the future of TransActions was focused on 
a large collaborative World AIDS Day telethon. 
Using TransAction’s slogan: The world is wait-
ing, where is the cure? Morris’ vision of the 
event grew as she had. No longer just focused 
on HIV, her blueprint for the telethon included 
international efforts to combat disparities at 
multiple levels. 

She hoped the event would grow to raise 
awareness and funding for diseases such as 
hepatitis and cancer, and support for social is-
sues such as housing and education. 

Fighting alongside Morris often meant fight-
ing with Morris, her friends said, because her 
passion for her beliefs was matched by her fiery 
temper. “Overriding any disagreement, how-
ever, was Morris’ capacity to love,” they said. 
“With a quick wit, sharp tongue, and gener-
ous heart, Morris Morris’ presentation may not 
always have been politically correct or even 
diplomatic, but her voice could not be ignored. 
That voice cannot be silenced. Her legacy will 
be honored.”

Morris is survived by her mother, Dr. Mary 
Reed of Las Vegas; brother Kevin Morris of Ch-
ula Vista, California; sister Ramona Sinklea of 
Hendersonville, Tennessee; uncles Charlie Byas 
and Joe Morris of Chicago; local cousins; and 
multiple “daughters.” 

The funeral was held at Mountain of Hope, 
8043 S. Racine Ave., on Dec. 13. 

The family has suggested donations to the 
American Cancer Society in lieu of flowers. 
Legacy donations in her honor may also be 
made to a local 12-step group or any of Morris’ 
favorite agencies, including: TPAN, HBHC, Lurie 
Hospital gender support program, and Chicago 
House.
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Joy Hightower Morris at the 2011 esteem Awards. Photo by Kate Sosin

the kind of health and psychological care 
necessary to make a safe transition from 
one gender to another? How do you think 
Howard Brown can help satisfy that void? 

MB: Our team has set a goal of reaching 
175 trans people a month with the hope 
that of those 175, 100 will be trans women 
of color. While our programs serve all trans 
and gender non-conforming people, our goal 
is to engage as many transwomen of color 
because they are the most at risk to be liv-
ing with HIV. Historically in this country, 
minorities have had insufficient access to 
health and mental services and care. And 
even though no agency is without its flaws, 
Howard Brown’s very existence has always 
been to eliminate the disparities in health 
care experience through research, education, 
and the provision of services.

wCT: The trans community, as a whole, 
is an “at-risk” population, seeing higher 
rates of drug and alcohol abuse and sui-
cide as well as higher rates of hate crime 
and bullying. But within the sphere of 
transgender people, do you think there is 
a particular group that is even more mar-
ginalized or at risk? why?

MB: I feel all trans people are a part of the 
“at-risk” population. I could talk about all 
the times I have been made to feel unwel-
come, physically unsafe, or the constant risk 
of automatic criminalization just for being 
Black and male. 

However, trans women of color have it par-
ticularly rough, they experience higher rates 
of physical and sexual assault, more likely to 
be discriminated against during hiring. They 
are more likely to be fired and denied promo-
tions, are more often affected by HIV. They 
are also more likely to have a court stop or 
limit their relationship with their children, 
are at increased risk of incarceration, serve 
more time and experience greater physical 
and sexualized assault from law enforcement 
and while incarcerated. 

wCT: where do you see yourself in the 
future?

MB: I see myself still on the front line 
doing the work! My community has gain a 
lot of momentum but we still have a long 
way to go. And in the next 10 years I see 
my partner, Precious Davis, and I starting a 
family and working as spiritual healers and 
philanthropist within the trans and African-
American communities.

hoWarD from page 9

jan. 10 yepp show 
to feature 
Crys Matthews
 On Friday, Jan. 10, the Unitarian Church of 
Evanston, 1330 Ridge Ave., will host singer 
songwriter Crys Matthews in a concert to 
benefit the Youth Empowerment Performance 
Project (YEPP).
 Matthews’ music blends American, folk, 
funk, blues and jazz, with influences ranging 
from Otis Redding to Ani DiFranco, according 
to a press release. She has penned three full-
length albums and has already began work-
ing on a fourth.
 YEPP will perform at 7:15 p.m., Matthews 
at 8 p.m.

 Tickets are $20-$35 VIP passes that include 
a 6 p.m. dinner with Matthews; visit http://
crysmatthewsatuce.brownpapertickets.com/.

sWop anti-violence
event Dec. 17
 Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) Chi-
cago will present an event to mark the In-
ternational Day to End Violence Against Sex 
Workers on Wed., Dec. 17, 7-9:30 p.m., at 
Jane Addams Hull-House, 800 S. Halsted St.
 There will be art, food, music, performances 
and a candlelight vigil. A march will precede 
the vigil, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the north 
entrance of Harold Washington Library, 400 
S. State St. Visit www.swop-chicago.org.

/windycitymediagroup
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Ricardo Sebastian, a Chicago native who launched Luxury Management 
(LUX MGT) eight years ago while the student president at Robert Morris 
University, has shined ever since—with some celebrity sparkle along the 
way.
 “One of my favorite success stories 
is with Julius LaCour, [who] I met 
in 2011,” Sebastian said of the 
fashion designer/creative director. 
“We created a four-year plan, which 
included getting his collection in 
the Millennium Park tent for Chicago 
Fashion Week in 2013 and moving 
his label to New York by the spring 
of 2014.”
 Both goals were accomplished, 
and so many more, Sebastian said 
proudly.
 Another career highlight centers around singing sensation Steve Grand, 
who Sebastian met when Grand was a bar-back at minibar Ultra Lounge 
and Sebastian was the event manager. 
 “At the time, Steve was known as ‘Steve Starchild’ on YouTube,” 
Sebastian said. “I originally consulted with him on his wardrobe and 
then he asked me to help him launch ‘All American Boy.’ We met at The 
Library Bar in PUBLIC Hotels and he played ‘All American Boy’ for me for 
the first time. I agreed instantly. 
 “For the launch of ‘All American Boy,’ I was brought on as a wardrobe 
stylist, but Steve really leaned on me for advice and direction throughout 
the project. Looking back, that is a huge honor for me. I told him that 
he needed to drop the stage name and embrace his real name because 

I knew that the song and video was 
going to re-define the LGBTQ culture. I 
also told him that we needed to launch 
the video right before the 4th of July 
because it would guarantee a much 
stronger reaction from the public. I 
was right.”
 LUX MGT is a project management and 
production company. The production 
part primarily focuses on events, while 
the project management side is much 
more eclectic. “It isn’t industry or 
service specific because my team and 
I have many different interests, and we like to keep it interesting,” he 
said. “When it comes to taking on new clients and projects, I have one 
rule: we won’t work on something if we don’t whole heartedly believe in 
the client, company or brand. 
 “I think a lot of times people will endorse something, or sign onto a 
project, because of the paycheck factor. That’s just not me and it isn’t 
what I want my company to stand for. We have the privilege of picking 
and choosing what kind of work we do. So much of life is spent working; 
I just want to enjoy what I’m doing and who I’m doing it for.”
 When not working, Sebastian splits his time between church work, 
family, friends and volunteering. “I have been on this incredible spiritual 
journey that began about two years ago,” he said. “Growing up Catholic, 
God and faith have always been a huge part of my life. I left my family’s 
church when I was in high school because I didn’t feel the connection I 
was looking for. Over the years I tried different churches, denominations 
and religions.”
 In late December 2012, Sebastian and his family were in Mexico, and “it 
was then that I decided that I needed to take my faith more seriously.”
 A year later, he bumped into an industry peer at a small house party. 
“She had just come from church, [and] I was so surprised to learn this 
about her. She invited me to City Church Chicago, which is a Christian 
church. The following week I came to [an evening] service. My time with 
City Church Chicago has redefined my spirituality and relationship with 
God. I’m so grateful for this.”
 Sebastian also serves as the youth board president for the Chicagoland 
Habitat for Humanity, and has helped grow the group to 20 youth board 
members.
 “I am privileged to work with some of the most outstanding young 
professionals Chicago has to offer. Together we have raised over $30,000 
this fiscal year—the most that has been raised in the history of the youth 
board,” he said. “We only had one project when the youth board launched. 
Since my reign as president [started], we have added six programs and 
have been able to reach over 1.7 million people through our work.”

in the
LIFE

Ricardo Sebastian
TeXT By ROSS FORMAn

PHOTOS FROM SeBASTIAn

Age
28

Residence
Berwyn

Job title
Founding President, Luxury 
Management (LUX MGT)

Favorite TV show
House of Cards 

First job
In a discount retail store, as a stock 
boy  

Quoting Ricardo
“I wouldn’t be the person I am today 
if the people in my life didn’t give 
me another chance. So I just want to 
say thank-you to everyone who took 
a chance on me. I love you and will 
make you proud.”

http://www.cgmc.org
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“windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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LETTERS
Ferguson and freedom

The National LGBTQ Task Force, in coalition with 
other national LGBT organizations, issued the 
following open letter: 

An Open Letter: 
From Ferguson to True Freedom
 
Words cannot begin to describe the depth of 
feeling we all share about the unfolding trage-
dies in Ferguson and New York City. Words can-
not relieve the suffering of Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner’s loved ones nor can words alone 
salve the pain nor quell the anger of millions. 
It’s action we need and we need it now.
 As LGBTQ national organizations, we proudly 
stand in solidarity with the civil rights orga-
nizations and local activists—including the 
actions of an amazing, fierce, brilliant cadre 
of youth leaders, many of whom are queer 
identified—in demanding fundamental sys-
temic change that tackles the root causes of 
racial and economic injustices once and for all. 
From political accountability for the deaths of 
Michael and Eric to the immediate passage of 
federal legislation that completely bans racial 
profiling across this land to ensuring that local 
police departments are representative and fair 
arbiters of safety and protection for everyone 
and who—through their actions—are continu-
ally working to earn the trust, confidence and 
respect of the entire community.
 We too must speak louder than words and 
take more action—to change more hearts and 
minds and fight even harder for the policies 
and practices that make statements such as 
this one obsolete.
 We urge you to take action. You can:
 —Organize and participate in peaceful pro-
tests in cities across the nation;
 —Attend public meetings in your city or 
town to show your support or share your expe-
rience with elected officials; and
 —Create your own actions for change in per-
son and online—at home, at school, at work, 
in the corridors of power, and in places of wor-
ship.
 Everyone, everywhere in our nation can do 
more to end racism and racial injustice. That 
includes everyone from the Department of Jus-
tice that must do more to deliver justice for the 
Brown and Garner families to the high school 
principal, who could do more to engage and 
educate students about racism and the need for 
justice.
  Even those of us who have devoted our lives 
to this cause need to redouble our efforts to 
reach out to more people—including those 
people who are on the wrong side of this issue.
 If we as a nation are to end racism and racial 
injustice once and for all, everyone must be 
part of an ongoing and sustainable process of 
change—a process that builds on all the prog-
ress we’ve made, a process that aims to recruit 
everyone, and a process with the specific mis-
sion of delivering lived equality, justice and 
freedom for all.
  
American Civil Liberties Union, 
Believe Out Loud, Brethren Mennonite, 
Council for LGBT, The BiCast, BiNet USA,
Bisexual Organizing Project,
Bisexual Leadership Roundtable,
Bisexual Resource Center, Campus Pride,
CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers,
Center For Black Equity, COLAGE, Consortium 
of Higher Education LGBT 
Resource Professionals,
Equality Federation, Family Equality Council,
The Fellowship Global (Pastor Joseph Tolton),
The Fellowship of Affirming Ministries (Bishop 
Yvette Flunder),
Freedom to Marry, Gay Men’s Health Crisis,
GetEQUAL, GLAAD, GLAD
GLMA: Health Professionals Advancing LGBT 
Equality,

Harvey Milk Foundation, Higher Education 
T* Circle Advisory Board, 
Human Rights Campaign
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission,
Lambda Legal, MAP, Marriage Equality USA,
National Black Justice Coalition,
National Center for Lesbian Rights,
National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs,
National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce,
National LGBTQ Task Force, 
National Minority AIDS Council,
The National Queer Asian Pacific 
Islander Alliance (NQAPIA), Nehirim,
Out & Equal Workplace Advocates,
PFLAG National, Pride at Work, AFL-CIO,
The Pride Network, Reconciling Ministries Net-
work,
SAGE (Services & Advocacy for GLBT Elders),
Trans People of Color Coalition,
and The Trevor Project

Not merited

Open Letter to Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
and Chicago City Council:

When a City Honors One but Dishonors Many

On Dec. 10, the Chicago City Council and Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel, acting on behalf of “all” citi-
zens of the City of Chicago, honored Francis 
Cardinal George with the city’s highest honor, 
the Medal of Merit. Our elected officials inex-
plicably praised the cardinal for having worked 
“to ensure that people of every race, creed, 
and social and ethnic background enjoy equal 
rights and opportunities” and that the cardinal 
worked tirelessly “to improve the quality of life 
for all people.” 
 Unfortunately, we, the LGBTQ Immigrant 
Rights Coalition of Chicago, know that the 
cardinal’s actions have not supported “equal 
rights and opportunities” for our community. 
And since our elected leaders, who normally 
have acted as our defenders, have chosen to 
overlook the cardinal’s hostility and ill will 
towards the LGBTQ immigrant communities of 
need and our allies, we are compelled to speak 
up.
 In 2013, after the Supreme Court struck down 
Section 3 of DOMA, the Illinois Coalition for 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) (which 
did not prompt or sign onto this letter) under-
stood the positive immigration consequences 
of marriage recognition for binational same-sex 
couples in Illinois. Conscious that the LGBTQ 
community is also part of the immigrant com-
munity, ICIRR announced its support for same-
sex marriage.  Our community remembers very 
vividly when the cardinal, along with the Cath-
olic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), 
led an effort to single out and defund any or-
ganization affiliated with ICIRR simply because 
of ICIRR’s public support for marriage equality. 
 The man now praised and bestowed with the 
highest honor in the City of Chicago not only 
worked against those seeking to have equal 
rights—he forcefully worked against the very 
organizations that were working with some of 
the most needy populations in the city, includ-
ing immigrant men, women and children. 
 The most hurtful aspect of the City Council 
meeting is that our LGBTQ community and our 
families were ignored and marginalized. Our 
elected officials went out of their way to give 
the Medal of Merit to someone who went out 
of his way to cause financial pain to organi-
zations that stood for marriage equality. It is 
shameful that the city’s highest honor could 
go to someone who acted so spitefully. It is 
equally troubling that the resolution by the 
mayor and Ald. Ed Burke explicitly states that 
the cardinal worked to ensure equal rights and 
opportunities for all people. Could anything be 
farther from the truth?
 In 2013, a group of 29 prominent Catholics 

published an open letter to the cardinal and 
the CCHD in the Chicago Sun-Times, requesting 
George and the CCHD to withdraw their “cruel” 
threat against immigrant groups. At that time, 
several aldermen boldly stood up for the rights 
of LGBTQ persons and our supportive allies 
and immigrants’ groups. The cardinal and the 
CCHD, however, made good on their threats and 
systematically defunded groups that remained 
aligned with ICIRR, damaging those organiza-
tions’ abilities to serve the most needy people 
in their communities. Yet a year and a half 
later, on Dec. 10, the city council, including 
some of the same aldermen and allies who pre-
viously criticized the cardinal, spoke on record 
to support honoring the cardinal with the high-
est award the city offers—an honor that had 
not been awarded in more than 10 years. 
 The LGBTQ Immigrant Rights Coalition of Chi-
cago is saddened by the overly broad language 
of the resolution that incorrectly frames the 
cardinal as a fighter for equal rights for all. He 
is not, and that is clear. Our elected officials 
failed to represent the interests of an impor-
tant population of our diverse city: the LGBTQ 
community and our allies. We deserve better 
from our mayor and our city council, and we 
welcome a public response.
 
The LGBTQ Immigrant Rights 
Coalition of Chicago
Contact: lgbtq.irc.chicago@gmail.com

Slide rule

Dear Editor:

The Mister International Rubber (MIR) event 
needs to be moved out of the gymnasium at 
the Center on Halsted (the Center).
 While the gym works well most of the year, 
safety is severely compromised following the 
MIR event. The extensive use of talc and sili-
cone transforms the usually good gymnasium 
floor into a giant oiled bowling lane. Partici-
pants slip and slide while moving around the 
court resulting in strains, falls and injuries to 
players. The effects of talc and silicone linger 
for up to a month following MIR making the 
courts nearly unusable the week following the 
event to dangerously slick three to four weeks 
later.
 Some volleyball players bring water-soaked 
paper towels into the gym and place them on 
the floor near their court in order to remove 
the talc and silicone from their shoes and im-
prove traction. Needless to say, wet paper tow-
els on a gym floor pose yet another hazard that 
may ultimately result in injury.
 The people running volleyball leagues and 
open volleyball (which takes place five days 
each week) acknowledge the safety problem 
and have advised the management of the Cen-
ter. To date, these concerns have fallen on deaf 
ears. While I have no opposition to Mister In-
ternational Rubber, it is time for this event to 
be moved out of the Center on Halsted gymna-
sium. I ask that the center’s board of directors 
address this issue and eliminate a dangerous 
situation.
Sincerely,
Name withheld by request

Center on Halsted’s Peter Johnson, director of 
public relations, responded: “A clean, safe and 
welcoming facility” is one of the expectations 
individuals can count on at Center on Halsted 
and the safety of all individuals participating in 
programs and events is a core objective.  
 In the five years of acting as the rental venue 
for Mister International Rubber, Center on Hal-
sted has not received any incident reports of in-
jury or complaints regarding cleanliness follow-
ing the event. We appreciate the feedback, and 
would encourage individuals to speak with our 
staff when issues arise so they can be expedi-
ently addressed.
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GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Martin Freeman’s Bilbo is front and center in the movie The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies. wCT’s review is on page 24.  

THEATER
Child’s play.
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Bountiful Eatery’s three-bean salad
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In a ‘Twist’
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Photo from Twist Your Dickens...
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MOVIES DISH

A CREATURE OF HOBBIT

Photo from
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By SCOTT C. MORGAn
            
Attention, Chicago theater fans! It might be 
a very long time before you see out actor/
musician/choreographer Patrick Andrews on or 
around a Chicago-area stage after the holiday 
season. That’s because the auburn-haired An-
drews plans to leave the Windy City in an at-
tempt to make it in the Big Apple.

Andrews is bound to receive some big-time 
exposure in New York reappearing in the role of 
Don Parritt opposite Tony Award-winners Na-
than Lane and Brian Dennehy in director Rob-
ert Falls’ 2012 production of Eugene O’Neill’s 
The Iceman Cometh. That critically acclaimed 
Goodman Theatre production is set to play off-
Broadway at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
starting in February.   

“I’m going to stick around afterwards and 
just see what happens. I think it’s a good op-
portunity to water some of the personal and 
professional friendships I have in New York and 
hopefully it’s the start of an exciting new chap-
ter,” Andrews said. “What is also great is that 
I have such strong roots here in Chicago that I 
don’t feel like I’m leaving and that I can never 
come back.”

But before Andrews goes, he’s prominently 
featured in two Chicago holiday shows: The 
Goodman Theatre’s 37th annual rendition of 
A Christmas Carol and the About Face Theatre 
late-night cabaret revue Big Red and the Boys: 
A New Home for the Holidays! Andrews has also 
been a member of the queer electronica pop 
band BAATHAUS for the past five years.  

“I’m very grateful for everything that Chi-
cago has done for me as an artist,” said An-
drews, who has made his mark in diverse pro-
ductions like Steppenwolf Theatre’s American 
Buffalo, TimeLine Theatre’s The Normal Heart, 

The House Theatre of Chicago’s Dorian, Cabaret 
at Drury Lane Theatre in Oakbrook Terrace and 
The Pride and The Homosexuals, both for About 
Face Theatre (of which Andrews is an associate 
artist).

Andrews actually assumed the high-flying 
role of The Ghost of Christmas Past from his 
fellow diminutive About Face associate Eliza-
beth Ledo in a gender switch that had them 
both laughing at the notion that the Goodman 
Theatre was “getting the small queer people to 
be the Ghost of Christmas Past.” Andrews col-
laborated with director Henry Wishcamper to 
reimagine the role as an angel warrior doing 
battle in heaven over Ebenezer Scrooge’s soul.

“The ability of the spirit to be commanding 
and terrifying and then switch immediately to 
show very sincere compassion was the basic 
idea,” Andrews said, though he added that a 
friend joked that his winged-warrior costume 
looked like “The Ghost of Circuit Party 1994.”   

On top of the physically grueling run of A 
Christmas Carol, which sometimes has a nine-
performance-a-week schedule, Andrews also 
scheduled in five late-night shows of Big Red 
and the Boys at Theater Wit. Andrews and his 
boyfriend, fellow About Face associate and 
musician John Francisco, are big fans of the 
cabaret singer Meghan Murphy.

“She’s a fantastic and incredible performer 
who also sings as a powerhouse angel in her 
cabaret persona of Big Red,” Andrews said of 
Murphy. Andrews added that the current show 
actually grew from Francisco request for them 
to join her four years ago her holiday revue 
initially at Mary’s Attic.

“We were just getting such an incredible 
response from people who saying that it was 
becoming part of their holiday tradition and 
that it was a breath of fresh air,” said Andrews 

about the queer-friendly acoustic holiday show 
that is currently being produced by About Face 
Theatre on the set of The Santaland Diaries at 
Theater Wit. “It’s something that’s not the tra-
ditional holiday music that you’re inundated 
with and it talks about the community you cre-
ate in the city.”

Alas, Chicago won’t be the city that Andrews 
will be creating new work for a bit, though 
he still will keep ties to the Windy City. For 
example, Andrews is currently collaborating 
with About Face associate Kelli Simpkins on a 
documentary-style theater piece on ageism and 
identities in the LGBTQ community, while he 
says a debut album with BAATHHAUS is forth-
coming.

“I have all of this work that I’m passionate 
about and I want to be able to maintain that 
work and also pursue financial stability and 
new horizons,” Andrews said. “I think Chicago 
has put a really good head on my shoulders, 
and I still want to make good art.

A Christmas Carol continues through Sunday, 
Dec. 28, at the Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dear-
born St. Remaining performances are 7:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday (No evening shows 
Dec. 24 or 25); 8 p.m. Fridays; 2 and 8 p.m. 
Saturdays; 2 and 6:30 p.m. Sundays (no eve-
ning show Dec. 28); Extra 2 p.m. matinees Dec. 
23, 24 and 26. Tickets are $31-$101. Call 312-
443-3800 or visit www.goodmantheatre.org.

Big Red and the Boys plays at Theater Wit, 
1229 W. Belmont Ave. Remaining performances 
are at 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Dec. 19 and 
20. Tickets are $20. Call 773-975-8150 or visit 
www.theaterwit.org or www.aboutfacetheatre.
org.

The Iceman Cometh plays the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music Harvey Theater in New York City 
Feb. 5-March 15. For more information, visit 
www.bam.org.

Follow the band BAATHHAUS www.baath-
haus.com.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Andrews away

Larry yando (ebenezer Scrooge) and Patrick Andrews (Ghost of Christmas Past) in A 
Christmas Carol. Photo by Liz Lauren
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STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking STRIBILD. 
Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of 
lactic acidosis include feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual (not normal) 
muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after you 
take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breast-
feed. Do not breastfeed. 
HIV-1 can be passed to 
the baby in breast milk. 
Also, some medicines 
in STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.
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STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking STRIBILD. 
Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of 
lactic acidosis include feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual (not normal) 
muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after you 
take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breast-
feed. Do not breastfeed. 
HIV-1 can be passed to 
the baby in breast milk. 
Also, some medicines 
in STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Twist your Dickens, or Scrooge you! Photo by Liz Lauren

THEATER REVIEW 

Twist Your Dickens, 
or Scrooge You!
Playwright: Peter Gwinn and Bobby Mort
At: The Second City at Goodman 
Theatre, 170 n. Dearborn St.
Tickets: 312-443-3800; 
www.goodmantheatre.org; $25-$61
Runs through: Jan. 3

By MARy SHen BARnIDGe

A rite of passage on the road to maturity is to 
deny the power over your emotions exercised 
by childhood icons—acts of defiance includ-
ing, but not restricted to, posing Barbie dolls 
in provocative postures or flipping off Mickey. 
For adults seeking liberation from the perceived 
vulnerability engendered by Charles Dickens’ 
Christmas parable, there are such seasonal 
humbuggeries as Inspecting Carol, Scrooged, 
Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s Wild Christmas Binge, and 
this latest in the Second City’s collaborations 
with such highbrow associates as the Lyric op-
era and Hubbard Street Dance Company. 
   This is not to say that there’s anything inher-
ently lowbrow in this parody (whose irrever-
ence never approaches the level of vulgarity 
found in the hip-hop rendition currently run-
ning at Navy Pier). Previous productions in Los 
Angeles and Portland have afforded Colbert 
Report-alumni Peter Gwinn and Bobby Mort 
ample opportunity to test their material with 
live audiences of diverse sensibilities, resulting 
in a text encompassing excerpts from Yuletide 
cinema and television fare framed in the Victo-
rian (i.e. royalty-free) literary classic.
   The show opens with some standard-issue 
gags—a debate by the three kings on the eco-
nomic wisdom of giving gold to a poor family, 
for example, and a commercial for the law firm 
of Chuzzlewit and Pumblechook. Later, we get 
a lyric-scrambling chanteuse and an ad-cam-
paign promoting coal as the perfect stocking-
stuffer, along with a theological discussion on 
the set of A Charlie Brown Christmas, a bevy of 
Misfit Toys adopted by Logan Square hipsters 
and George Bailey interrupting the action for 
no apparent reason. 
   The better parts of the two-hours-with-inter-
mission program are the exhibitions of Second 
City’s trademark improvisational skills: arriving 
playgoers are handed paper strips upon which 
they are instructed to record “the worst thing 
you’ve ever done”—confessions eventually 
woven into the chain worn by Jacob Marley 

and read aloud from the stage. A Christmas-
morning scene from the past is replayed three 
times in different eras with period references 
changed appropriately. Finally, each perfor-
mance features a one-time-only cameo by a 
surprise celebrity guest (Chef Rick Bayless—no 
stranger to the stage himself—on the night I 
attended).
   None of this—not even Frances Guinan’s 
Scrooge kvetching, “I’ll bet Larry Yando doesn’t 
have to put up with this!”—would matter if 
the delivery weren’t swift, the timing precise 
and the focus connected at all times, but the 
ensemble steps through their paces with nim-
ble alacrity to make this lightweight revue an 
engaging treat for native Chicagoans and holi-
day visitors alike. 

THEATER REVIEW

The Clean House
Playwright: Sarah Ruhl
At: Remy Bumppo Theatre Company 
at the Greenhouse, 2257 n. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-404-7336; 
www.remybumppo.org; $42.50-$52.50
Runs through: Jan. 11

By MARy SHen BARnIDGe

Sometimes a play needs to be separated from 
its author—or, to be more specific, from au-
diences’ expectations of the author. How 
many years passed before Neil Simon was 
perceived as more than a-laugh-a-minute, 
Beth Henley as more than Dixie-ditzy stereo-
types and Tracy Letts as more than bloody 
criminal creeps? In 2004, Sarah Ruhl was 
the go-to playwright for misty musings in-
spired by classical myths expressed in estro-
genic abstractions. Ten years later, theaters 
of limited space and budget have dispensed 
with the neo-expressionist clutter of earlier 
productions to zero in on the lessons to be 
found within the author’s enigmatic presen-
tation.
   Doctor Lane is a starchy hard-working sur-
geon who declares, “I didn’t go to medical 
school to clean my own house.” Her Brazil-
ian maid, Matilde, has been hired to clean, 
but instead spends her time thinking up 
jokes. Lane’s sister, Virginia, loves to clean; 
she considers it her philanthropic calling, 
in fact—and begs for an opportunity to 
share in the household maintenance. Then 

Lane discovers—long after the servants do, 
of course—that her husband has fallen in 
love with the elderly Argentinian patient for 
whom he has recently performed a mastec-
tomy, Virginia scatters the contents of a pot-
ted plant over the floor and Matilde proposes 
the joke that proves the adage about dying 
being easier than comedy.
 Theatergoers accustomed to surface real-
ism were puzzled at the play’s premiere, la-
beling its ambiguities “magic realism” based 
on its introduction of two Latinas into a New 
England milieu as white as its décor. Remy 
Bumppo’s playbill provides a study guide for 
the still befuddled, but the theme of Ruhl’s 
sermon should be both immediate and obvi-
ous to savvy playgoers in 2014: The world 
is messy, love is messy, living is messy, and 
laughter provides us a temporary illusion of 
order before the Grim Janitor comes to wipe 
up after us forever. As Matilde says, “A good 
joke cleans your insides out—somewhere be-
tween an angel and a fart.” 
 The actors, assembled by director Ann 
Filmer, arrive bearing extensive testimony to 
their expertise at conveying subtextual sub-
tleties on the level of Stoppard and Pinter, 
but show themselves equally adept at allow-
ing emotions to gush through the very pores 
of their characters’ increasingly thin skins. 
Adults taking their first baby steps toward 
recognition of, acceptance of and, finally, 
defiance of cosmic absurdity can often ap-
pear ridiculous, but what better definition of 
“dying with dignity” can you imagine than 
choosing your own moment to, literally, have 
your last laugh? 

THEATER REVIEW

Newsies
Book: Harvey Fierstein; 
Music: Alan Menken; Lyrics: Jack Feldman
At: Oriental Theatre, 24 w. Randolph St.
Tickets: 800-775-2000 or 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $40-$130
Runs through Jan. 4

By SCOTT C. MORGAn

The Disney film musical Newsies was a big fat 
critical and financial flop when it was first re-
leased in 1992. So imagine everyone’s surprise 
20 years later when Newsies became a big fat 
critically acclaimed Broadway stage musical 
hit.

Local audiences can see that amazing News-
ies stage transformation that rights the film’s 
many wrongs at Chicago’s Oriental Theatre via 
a high-energy national tour. Newsies is truly 
a screen-to-stage adaptation that is far more 
compelling in the flesh than the original film 
musical ever was.

Praise must be doled out up front to Christo-

pher Gattelli for his Tony Award-winning cho-
reography, since his company made up mostly 
of young and limber men continuously dazzle 
as they execute perilous flips, turns and other 
impressive acrobatic dancing tricks (they also 
sing and have good comic timing, too). News-
ies also earns the audience’s awe in a specta-
cle-sized dance of constant motion and move-
ment via Jeff Calhoun’s cinematic direction 
that cleverly utilizes the massive rotating and 
moving stair structures by set designer Tobin 
Ost.  

But it’s playwright Harvey Fierstein (Torch 
Song Trilogy, Kinky Boots) who really deserves 
the hero’s praise for salvaging and reshaping 
the less-than-best original screenplay by Bob 
Tzudiker and Noni White that was inspired by 
the real-life New York newspaper boy strike in 
1899. The original film lacked romance, so Fier-
stein smartly found a way to inject some in by 
having the rebellious strike leader Jack Kelly (a 
very charismatic Dan DeLuca) fall for the newly 
created rising reporter named Katherine (a 
smart and scrappy Stephanie Styles).

Fierstein also insightfully reorders the place-
ment of several film songs by composer Alan 
Menken (Little Shop of Horrors, Beauty and the 
Beast) and lyricist Jack Feldman alongside the 
new stage tunes. So now Jack Kelly’s “want-
ing song” of “Santa Fe” is introduced up front, 
while the up-tempo favorites like “Seize the 
Day” and “King of New York” respectively help 
end Act I and to rousingly launch Act II.

In addition to the extremely talented dancing 
ensemble, Newsies also has many respectably 
acted performances. Steve Blanchard makes 
for a very villainous publisher Joseph Pulitzer, 
while Jack Kemp and Vincent Crocilla work well 
as down-on-their-luck brothers Davey and Les.   

Now some curmudgeons might find fault 
with all the David-vs-Goliath inspirational talk 
throughout the show, and how the newsboys 
will joyously dance at the drop of a hat. But 
they shouldn’t be surprised since Newsies is a 
Disney product.

And in this age of big moneyed corporations 
doing everything to demonize and break up 
unions, Newsies is definitely a feel-good tonic 
celebrating the little guys who stand up to 
power. Newsies is also a celebration of second 
chances—especially as it switched its status 
from a flop to a hit.

CRITICS’ PICKS
Camelot, Drury Lane Theatre, Oak-

brook Terrace, through Jan. 4. Director/
choreographer Alan Souza shakes up the 
classic 1960 Lerner and Loewe musical 
with a welcome revisionist approach that 
emphasizes the show’s sexuality and vio-
lence. SCM

Hot Georgia Sunday, Haven Theatre 
Company at the Den, through Dec. 21. 
On a sweaty Georgia Sunday anything can 
happen, and if Catherine Trieschmann’s 
play stumbles in the end, you still won’t 
find anything to sneer at in its characters’ 
search for a few moments of petty happi-
ness. MSB

 Jet Black Chevrolet, The Side Project, 
through Dec. 21. Anxious parents wait up 
late speculating on their son’s tardiness 
in returning home, while the government 
car standing at the curb likewise waits 
to deliver its message, both brought to a 
standstill by uncertainty in this early play 
by Scott Barsotti. MSB

 Porgy and Bess, Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago, through Dec. 20. This powerfully 
performed revival allows Chicago audienc-
es to once again hear George Gershwin’s 
original orchestrations for “The Great 
American Opera” with their full sweep and 
grandeur. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

newsies. Photo by Deen van Meer
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THEATER REVIEW

Pericles 
Playwright: william Shakespeare
At: Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
at navy Pier, 800 e. Grand Ave.
Tickets: 312-595-5600 or 
www.chicagoshakes.com; $48-$78
Runs through Jan. 18

By SCOTT C. MORGAn

Modern audiences might find Pericles very hard 
to swallow. William Shakespeare’s romantic 
drama set on and around the Mediterranean 
Sea during antiquity is filled with plot twists 
involving a Lazarus-like resurrection, thwarted 
seductions and coincidental reunions of long-
lost family members.

But when you compare what happens in this 
Shakespearean drama to events in the Star Wars 
films, then it becomes very clear that Pericles 
is what would have been sci-fi and fantasy for 
Elizabethan and Jacobean audiences in the 
same way that outer space captures the imagi-
nation of audiences today. So you view Pericles 
in this context, it’s a much more exciting and 
meaningful ride.

And even though Pericles is structurally seen 
as one of Shakespeare’s lesser works, its rela-
tive unpopularity through the centuries could 
also do with the fact that its plot prominently 
touches upon incest and prostitution—topics 
that would have upset audiences with prudish 
Victorian values.

Pericles at Chicago Shakespeare Theater cer-
tainly commands attention thanks to director 
David H. Bell’s fast-moving and energetic pro-
duction that is also infused with an epic sheen 
of adventure. Bell’s production incorporates 
high-tech elements like the digital projections 
designs of crashing waves by Aaaron Rhyne 
and the atmospheric lighting design work of 
Jesse Klug. But it also highlights the ancient 
traditions of storytelling via its very talented 
and versatile acting ensemble, many of whom 
assume narrating duties on top of playing mul-
tiple roles.

Pericles is anchored around actor Ben Carlson 
as the title Prince of Tyre, who starts out as a 
brave adventurer only to face heart-wrenching 
family separations with his wife, Thaisa (Lisa 
Berry), and his daughter, Marina (Cristina Pan-
filio). Carlson provides a strong moral back-
bone for the rest of the large company to circle 
around, with actors like Sean Fortunato, Ora 
Jones, Ross Lehman, Kevin Gudahl and many 
more taking on memorable cameo roles ranging 
from royalty to lowly peasants in a variety of 
fantastical costumes by designer Nan Cibula-
Jenkins.

Bell also incorporates some very memorable 
fight choreography and celebratory acrobatic 
dancing punctuated with great rhythmic per-
cussion music performed by ensemble members 
Dan Toot and Jed Feder. This is all played out 
atop the overturned ship of a stage floor de-
signed by set designer Scott Davis that right-
fully hints at the various shipwrecks and other 
seafaring journeys contained within the play.

So even though Pericles may not have the re-
spect of other late Shakespeare works like The 

Tempest or The Winter’s Tale, it does have the 
power to be an entrancing family drama filled 
with magic and adventure when done right. 
Bell’s Pericles for Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
makes an extremely strong case for the play, 
and you would be hard-pressed to see such a 
swashbuckling and entertaining production of 
this rarity anytime soon.

 Get a dose of circus-infused Christmas-style 
spectacle with Cirque Dreams Holidaze. The 
touring holiday show features 20 international 
acts performing feats of acrobatics, balancing and 
magical illusions as they’re dressed up as snow-
men, penguins, reindeer, toy soldiers and more. 
Cirque Dreams Holidaze plays six performances 
only at the Chicago Theatre, 175 N. State St. Per-
formances are 7:30 p.m. nightly Dec. 17-20, with 
2 p.m. matinees Dec. 20 and 21. Tickets are $25-
$75; call 800-745-3000 or visit www.thechicago-
theatre.com or www.jamtheatricals.com. Photo 
courtesy  of Rob/Harris Productions, Inc.

SPOTLIGHT
Pericles.
Photo by Liz Lauren

TWO PRE-BROADWAY 
WORLD PREMIERES

TWO 2013 TONY AWARD 
WINNING MUSICALS

DIRECT FROM
BROADWAY

*Not valid with any other offer or on previously purchased tickets. Subject to availability. Offer ends Wednesday, December 31, 2014. $50 deposit will be charged at initial purchase with balance charged to credit card on Monday, January 5, 2015.

JUST $50* HOLDS TICKETS 
FOR THE BEST SEASON EVER!

http://www.broadwayinchicago.com
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By JeRRy nUnn

There’s a new madame in town, and this time 
she’s played by the talented Beth Glover in 
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella.

Glover returns to this touring gig after suc-
cessful national tours of Promises, Promises, 
All Shook Up and Anything Goes. She has tack-
led roles in 9 to 5, Grey Gardens and Dirty Rot-
ten Scoundrels.

Windy City Times phoned her on the road to 
learn more about the lady behind the wicked 
stepmother in this classic musical.

windy City Times: Hi, Beth. where are you 
calling in from?

Beth Glover: Rochester, New York. It is snow-
ing here so we are getting ready for Chicago!

wCT: It must be hard for a Mississippi girl.
BG: I love snow, though. We never got it as 

kids. We would get a dusting and people would 
make pathetic little snow people. These days, 
Mississippi gets snow and people don’t believe 
in climate change...

wCT: So you are in the middle of the tour 
for Cinderella.

BG: Yes, this is our eighth city. It has been 
going by quickly. We have been doing one week 
stops. We finally sit with you in Chicago for 
three weeks. Then we have six weeks in L.A. so 
a lot more doable. It has been very hard on our 
crew because they did 41 days without a day 
off until Thanksgiving. I am looking forward to 
Chicago so we can all have some down time.

wCT: How is it playing the evil stepmoth-
er?

BG: It is really great. Being horrible on stage 
gives you a license to be another person. She’s 
a power hungry woman. She’s very misunder-
stood by her own estimation. She feels she 
needs to be another status. Anything in her 
way she is going to remove. That is the way I 
play it and that is the way it’s directed.

Sometimes I feel really horrible because I 
have heard kids crying in the audience before. 
I told the director it makes me want to pull 
back but that is not the story we are telling. 
We are telling the old fairy tale where she is a 
horrible person.

What gets to me is we are in an age of bul-
lying and there is one part where I am clearly 
being an asshole and there is no retribution. 
It’s not about me, though; it’s about her. She’s 
getting married.

wCT: Have you seen the new Broadway ver-
sion, with nene Leakes playing your part?

BG: This is the same version so they sent all 
of us to see the show. I saw Fran Drescher do it. 
I have heard Keke Palmer’s Cinderella is heart-
breaking and beautiful. I wish I could have 
seen her but I was trying to see other shows 
before we left town.

wCT: Do you enjoy all of the touring?
BG: Yes, I do but it is always an adjustment, 

especially as you get older. It is adjusting vo-
cally from house to house.

wCT: were you on the Anything Goes tour 
with Rachel york?

BG: No; this was going back 25 years. I was 
in the Patti LuPone version. I later took it out 
in a non-union version. I wore Patti’s cos-
tumes. That was my second job out of school. I 
also partied a lot back then because I would go 
out with gay boys to the bars. I can’t believe 
I did that. Thursday night was our night; then 
I would go belt that show out. That was crazy!

wCT: Patti LuPone was in Chicago [recent-
ly, singing at a benefit without a mic to show 
the acoustics of the Auditorium Theatre.

BG: She’s certainly got the lung power. I did 

a workshop with her last year of a new musical 
and she never held back in rehearsal. We talked 
about Anything Goes and the costumes. She is 
much shorter than me so I only wore her cos-
tumes that stretched upward.

I was really close to getting her understudy 
role for Gypsy. I booked the first regional of 
Grey Gardens after the Broadway run at that 
point so that was more significant.

wCT: That’s a great show.
BG: I have never gotten that kind of audi-

ence response before or since. There was such 
a yearning in that character. She stayed two 
years in that house after her mother died.

wCT: Have you performed in any lesbian 
roles?

BG: No one casts me as a lesbian. I will go 
in for the part then they will move me to the 
straight girl part. I have played a lesbian in a 
couple of independent films. I guess I don’t 
get cast as a lesbian because I don’t look the 
stereotype. That really irritates the shit out of 
me because we come in all shapes, sizes and 
looks. It was one of the things that confused 
me when I discovered that I was gay because 
there was no one who looked like me except 
for my girlfriend in college. When we were 
alone we thought it must just be a phase. We 
would go out with our boyfriends and double 
date then we would ditch them and go home 
together.

wCT: Things seemed to have changed since 
those college days.

BG: I hope so. I saw a play recently that had 
a stereotypical lesbian in it, [wearing] boots 
and no makeup. To be fair, there was a femme 
lesbian in a scene right after that my friend 
played. I know a lot of our girls dress even 
more masculine. We run the gamut. I want to 
see the rainbow when it hits the stage.

I needed Cinderella to have a powerful mes-
sage for me after doing the play Streetcar 
Named Desire the year before. The book has 
been redone and it empowers Cinderella. Wait 
until you see it. She is making all of the deci-
sions.

It was our lead producer Robyn Goodman’s 
idea. I am driving Cinderella out of the house 
while the fairy godmother is aiding her with 
dresses and magic but she has to do it herself. 

She does and challenges herself. I think it is 
really important that little girls see she is own-
ing it when they come to the show.

wCT: It is not about the man rescuing her.
BG: Exactly—that is what I love about it. It 

is great departure from Disney princesses. We 
are not doing the Disney version. This is Rodg-
ers & Hammerstein and I truly love it.

Cinderella has a ball through Jan. 4 at the 

Cadillac Palace Theatre, 151 w. Randolph 
St., with tickets and showtimes at broad-
wayinchicago.com.

Cinderella partners with the cast of news-
ies for a holiday cabaret at Sidetrack, 3349 
n. Halsted St., on Monday, Dec. 22—a ben-
efit for Broadway Cares/equity Fights AIDS 
called “Seize the Slipper” at 7 p.m. There’s 
a $25 suggested donation.

Beth Glover (center) in Cinderella. Photo by Carol Rosegg

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Lesbian actress
Beth Glover gets
evil in ‘Cinderella’

Beth Glover. PR photo

From opening night on Dec. 9, 1889 to 
an anniversary night Dec. 9, 2014, the Au-
ditorium Theatre has entertained audiences 
for decades. To celebrate its 125-year anni-
versary, the venue brought in the legendary 
Patti LuPone, who is the great-grandniece 
and namesake of Adelina Patti, the opera 
star who first brought down the house on 
opening night at this iconic theater.

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel kicked 
things off by proclaiming Dec. 9 as Audito-
rium Theatre Day and spoke of his history as 
a dancer.

Actor John Mahoney hosted the evening 
and narrated stories about the history of the 
building such as its use in 1942 as a World 
War II servicemen center. Afterward, in 1963, 
a $3 million renovation eventually reopened 
the space to host productions again.

In between segments with Mahoney, there 
were performances from the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra Brass and Lyric Opera of 
Chicago. The volunteer group Apollo Chorus 
of Chicago has been a part of the history of 
the venue since opening night in 1889. The 

latest incarnation of the chorus flowed down 
the aisles, supporting young soloist Matthew 
Uzarraga.

Dance was represented in the program 
with Vernard J. Gilmore from Alvin Ailey’s 
American Dance Theater and a duo from The 
Joffrey Ballet.

Rock was in the house with an old-school 
band complete with lead singer Jim Peterik, 
who co-wrote the song “Eye of the Tiger.” 
Musicians were a big part of the theater’s 
legacy as acts from Bruce Springsteen, El-
ton John, Aretha Franklin and Bette Midler 
having all taken turns performing concerts 
there.

It was obvious the show centered around 
LuPone, as she returned several times, per-
forming her classics from Broadway hits Gyp-
sy and Evita. She closed things down with 
a curtain call that included the night’s very 
talented cast.

Events for the upcoming season at the Au-
ditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University can 
be found at www.AuditoriumTheatre.org.

Photos and text by Jerry Nunn

Patti LuPone graced the Auditorium Theatre gala recently. Photo by Jerry nunn

Auditorium gala brings LuPone
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CGMC’s ‘YuleTube’
to conclude Dec. 20

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus (CGMC) will 
perform the last version of its holiday show 
“YuleTube: Holiday Favorites from Televi-
sion” on Dec. 20.

CGMC will re-enact holiday specials from 
Rankin and Bass (Rudolph, Frosty and the 
Grinch), Charlie Brown, The Muppets and a 
dozen more.

The chorus will perform Saturday, Dec. 20, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Reva and David Logan 
Center for the Arts, 915 E. 60th St.

The shows will also mark the farewell to 
retiring Artistic Director Patrick Sinozich.

See http://www.cgmc.org/.

Menzel holiday 
album out

Tony Award-winning singer/actor Idina 
Menzel has released a Christmas album, Holi-
day Wishes, on Warner Bros. Records.

Grammy Award-winner Walter Afanasieff 
(Barbra Streisand, Celine Dion, Mariah Carey) 
produced the album, which features such 
classic favorites as “A Holly Jolly Christmas” 
and “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas,” 
as well as Joni Mitchell’s Christmas-themed 
“River,” one of Menzel’s favorites.

By JeRRy nUnn

Breaking out this year is Irish singer Hozier, 
who has just released his self-titled debut 
album. Containing a mixture of styles with a 
strong blues influence has made this endeavor 
unforgettable for listeners looking for the next 
big thing.

The 6’5” Andrew Hozier-Byrne hails from 
Bray, County Wicklow, and studied in Dublin 
but dropped out to record demos for Universal 
Music.

His latest video, for “Take Me to Church,” 
references the violence in Russia and two men 
in a same-sex relationship. [Editor’s note: The 
song’s been currently featured in promos for 
the upcoming Chicago-set show Empire.] 

Windy City Times talked to the songwriter 
about it right before his last Chicago arrival.

windy City Times: Hi, Hozier. I was think-
ing you might have a big Irish accent.

Hozier: Not much. I have been told it is quite 
a mild one.

wCT: with your singing, there is not an ac-
cent at all.

Hozier: Yeah, I suppose when you get an ac-
cent with talking it carries over into singing. 
The music I grew up listening to was Ameri-
can music. You would probably hear it if I were 
singing Irish folk songs.

wCT: you go by your last name for per-
forming. How do you pronounce it?

wCT: where did the treatment of the video 
for “Take Me to Church” come from?

Hozier: I came up with it. The directors, 
Brendan Canty and Conal Thomson, were pitch-
ing some lovely visual ideas. I wanted to make 
it about the things going on in Russia and 
wanted to connect it with the chorus of the 
song. They were into the idea so it went from 
there.

wCT: where does your connection with the 
gay community originate? Do you have a gay 
family member?

Hozier: Not so much. I was watching a web-
site called www.allout.org that talks about 
global equality. It is a human-rights watch 
based website. I was keeping myself informed. 
The site promotes awareness. There was a law 

that just came in that provokes rights of free 
speech and LGBT rights in all public places. Af-
ter that, I became aware of it and felt strongly 
about it.

wCT: you sound similar to elton John in 
that song. Are you a fan of his?

Hozier: I’ve heard that before with “Take 
Me to Church,” but apart from his hits I have 
not had the opportunity to listen to his back 
catalogue. People have advised me to listen 
to Tumbleweed Connection, a very Americana-
type album. I have yet to do it.

wCT: Another Irish singer Sinead O’Connor 
has a song [entitled] “Take Me to Church” 
that was released at almost the same time.

Hozier: Hers was released a few weeks ago 
but my song has been out in Ireland over a 
year.

wCT: Talk about your catchy song “Some-
one new.”

Hozier: It is one of the older songs on the al-
bum. Most of the music was written in the last 
two years. “Someone New” survived some of 
the older tracks that I was working on. I let go 
of a lot of the older songs when I started work-
ing on the new ones. That one stuck around. 
It is a cheery song. It is about a very shallow 
enjoyment of infatuation. It is written from the 
perspective of being in a relationship.

It’s about love when its empty and fleeting 
that is wrapped up in a fun song.

wCT: you performed at Lollapalooza this 
summer. Have you been singing some of 
these tracks for a while?

Hozier: Yeah, but only on this tour have we 
captured the sound a bit more faithfully to the 
album. I have seven voices onstage, which is 
fantastic with so many voices on the album. 
There is a whole choral aspect to it. There are 
two backing vocalists, drummer, bassist, piano 
and cello.

wCT: you play instruments?
Hozier: I play guitar for the live shows. I re-

corded most of this album myself in my attic 
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The Hobbit;
The Babadook;
film notes
Here at the end of The Hobbit: Battle of the 
Five Armies, the third and final film in the tril-
ogy—and the sixth cinematic visit to Middle 
Earth—there’s inevitably the feeling of having 
survived a very, very long journey. It’s been 
magical and visually dazzling, to be sure, but 
some of it admittedly has felt like an endur-
ance test as well. That’s not unexpected. By 
the time the credits roll we will have spent 
close to 16 hours in Peter Jackson’s adaptation 
of J.R.R. Tolkien’s fantasy world. That’s a lot of 
time in Hobbitville.

“Fiddle dee dee. War war war. This talk of 
war is spoiling every party,” Scarlett O’Hara 
groused at the outset of Gone with the Wind, 
and one might make the same complaint about 
this final Hobbit installment. Even at a crisp 
144 minutes (the shortest in the entire series) 
this last outing is mostly taken up with the 
mega-war over the treasure buried within the 
dwarves’ Lonely Mountain lair. Having already 
been through the war to end all wars in the 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, a feeling of battle 
fatigue and déjà vu was probably unavoidable.

After the fire-breathing dragon Smaug 
(voiced by an electronically altered Benedict 
Cumberbatch) battles Lake Town hero Bard 
(Luke Evans) at the top of the film, pretty 
much everything focuses on those advancing 
five armies (orcs, men, elves, etc.) all laying 
claim to the vast fortune. Thorin (Richard Ar-
mitage)—the king of the dwarves who is holed 
up inside the mountain fortress with the rest of 
his ragtag group—is affected by dragon fever 
(aka lust for gold) and isn’t about to take any 
council from Gandalf, Bilbo or his dwarf com-
patriots, and he isn’t about to let a bit of the 
treasure out of his grasp.

There are some nice diversions (a forbidden 
romance between Evangeline Lilly, as a fierce 
elf warrior, and Aidan Turner as her equally 
fierce dwarf love interest; anytime Orlando 
Bloom, Cate Blanchett or Ian McKellen is on 
screen; some Lord of the Rings backstory; 
some nice reflective scenes with Martin Free-
man as Bilbo, etc.). And there are some unwel-
come distractions, too (a series of low comedy 
scenes with Ryan Gage as Alfrid, a cowardly 
henchman from Lake Town; too much focus on 
Thorin’s greed, etc.). But mostly it’s all about 
those armies—advancing, preparing to fight, 
fighting, regrouping, fighting again with loy-
alties changing as allegiances are formed and 
frayed. Bilbo, natch, will play a big part in set-
ting things to right as the action draws to its 
foregone conclusion.

Peter Jackson and his team once again pro-
vide moments both beautiful and thrilling, and 
action junkies are going to love the movie. I 
wasn’t as enamored of this last edition as I 
have been of others in the series. (It’s like a 
blown up version of The Two Towers, my least 
favorite Hobbit film.) But, that said, the movie 
does remind us once again how far Peter Jack-
son’s Hobbit series has advanced the fantasy/
action genre on the screen (for my money, a lot 

further than the Marvel Universe—but that’s 
an argument for another day) and, ultimately, 
anyone with a taste for fantasy is going to want 
to see The Hobbit: Battle of the Five Armies on 
the big screen (but skip the 3-D format unless 
you’re a diehard).

Finally, did I mention that the gay subtext is 
as thick as the smoke from Gandalf’s pipe? Take 
a look at that cast again—Ian McKellen, Luke 
Evans, Lee Pace, Richard Armitage, Stephen 
Fry, et al, and I think you’ll catch my drift.

I can’t let the most frightening film of the year 
go by without at least a mention. With the 
Australian film The Babadook, writer-director 
Jennifer Kent makes a stunning feature debut 
that eschews the typical horror movie tropes 
and goes the much scarier psychological route. 

Amelia, a young widow (a sensational Essie 
Davis, who was equally memorable in Girl with 
a Pearl Earring several years back) is at her 
wit’s end with her (very) strange kid Samuel 
(Noah Wiseman), who is fixated on magic, the 
death of his father in a car accident just as he 
was being born, and the idea that a monster is 
coming to kill them both. 

The emotionally needy Samuel is driving 
Amelia up the wall. One night, Samuel badgers 
his frazzled mother into reading him a bedtime 
story from a pop-up book about a supernatural 
monster called The Babadook. Once someone 
becomes aware of The Babadook, the story 
reveals, it torments that person … forever. 
There’s no killing it or sending it away or bar-
gaining. Amelia, worn-out by Samuel’s increas-
ingly bizarre behavior, becomes convinced The 
Babadook is trying to invade their home. And 
suddenly, perhaps, the creature is.

Relying on in-camera special effects that 
date back to the dawn of film (as Coppola did 
in Bram Stoker’s Dracula), Kent and cinematog-
rapher Radek Ladczuk (who shoots the movie in 
monochromatic colors) create a world of men-
ace within the confines of Amelia and Noah’s 
cramped house. As the film progresses and 
both Amelia and Noah struggle with reality, the 
sense of claustrophobia is palpable. There is 
nothing so frightening, Kent vividly shows us, 
as a mother at war with her own dueling emo-
tions when it comes to a difficult child. She has 
made a movie that is both thought-provoking 
and scary. The Babadook opens Friday, Dec. 19, 
at the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave. http://www.musicboxtheatre.com/fea-
tures/babadook

Film notes:
—I Am Woman, Love My Body: Women make 

up less than 5 percent of film directors and 
while it’s becoming increasingly common to 
see movies told from the feminine perspective, 

those helming the stories are still overwhelm-
ingly men. 

The female viewpoint is one of the reasons 
The Babadook and why actor-writer-director 
Cathryn Michon’s comedy Muffin Top: A Love 
Story are such refreshing finds. Michon, a 
Northwestern University graduate and Sec-
ond City improv alum, stars as Suzanne, a 
cultural-studies professor desperately trying to 
get pregnant with the help of fertility drugs 
(which have given her a dreaded “muffin top,” 

or stomach bulge). Her anxiety already in high 
gear, Suzanne finds out on her birthday that 
her TV executive husband has impregnated his 
co-worker (who, naturally, is younger and thin-
ner) and wants a divorce. 

As Suzanne slowly begins to recover, the first 
order of business is feeling good about all of 
herself—including the fact that she’s suppos-
edly a tad bit overweight. Then, there are ten-
tative steps into the dating pool in image-con-
scious L.A. Michon’s delightful, truly funny rom 
com (with its cute tagline, “Love hurts, cake 
helps”) is helped by a strong supporting cast 
of laugh-getters: Dot Marie Jones (of “Glee”), 
who plays a transgender hairstylist and one of 
Suzanne’s closest gal pals, “Hairspray’s” Maris-
sa Janet Winkour, the late Marcia Wallace and 
David Arquette, among them. Michon will be 
in town for a one-night screening of the film 
Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 p.m. at the Kera-
sotes Showplace Icon, 1011 S. Delano St.—off 
Roosevelt Rd. For those who can’t make the 
screening, the movie is also available via on-
line through various streaming sites. http://
www.muffintopmovie.com/

—Tis the season: The Chicago Public Li-
brary presents a final free holiday screening 
of Scrooge & Marley (which I co-wrote and 
which was Executive Produced by Windy City 
Times publisher Tracy Baim) on Monday, Dec. 
22, at the Bezazian branch, 1226 W. Ainslie St. 
The screening will be at 6 p.m. Members of the 
film’s creative team will attend and Scrooge & 
Marley merchandise will be available.

now available: The Best of Knight at the 
Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book of 
more than 150 of my film reviews from a queer 
perspective for Windy City Times—is now avail-
able and makes for a great holiday gift! www.
knightatthemovies.com

Benedict Cumberbatch voices the dragon Smaug in The Hobbit: Battle of the Five Armies. 
Photo courtesy of warner Bros. Pictures
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Golden Globe nods:
‘Transparent’ in,
‘Modern Family’ out

Groundbreaking Amazon Studios series 
Transparent (which focuses on a father and 
his journey toward becoming a woman) was 
among those projects receiving Golden Globe 
nods. However, established comedy Modern 
Family was completely shut out.

The Hollywood Foreign Press Association’s 
nominations were announced Dec. 11, the 
day after the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) nods 
were revealed.

Like the SAG Awards, the Golden Globe 
nominees are in the areas of film and tele-
vision. However, the Globes nominees are 
further divided into the areas of drama and 
comedy/musical.

The Imitation Game (about the life of the 
late gay codebreaker Alan Turing) continued 
its awards run, snagging nods for Best Mo-
tion Picture-Drama, Best Performance By 
an Actor in a Motion Picture-Drama (Bene-
dict Cumberbatch), Best Supporting Actress 
(Keira Knightley), Best Screenplay (Graham 
Moore) and Best Original Score-Motion Pic-
ture.

Pride—about London-based gays and les-
bians who support striking coal miners in 
1984 Wales—received a nomination for Best 
Motion Picture-Comedy or Musical. 

On the television side, The Affair, Downton 
Abbey, Game of Thrones, The Good Wife and 
House of Cards will compete for Best Televi-
sion Series-Drama. Transparent will contend 
with Girls, Jane the Virgin (a CW show whose 
lead actress, Chicago-raised Gina Rodriguez, 
also was nominated), Orange Is the New 
Black and Silicon Valley for Best Television 
Series-Comedy/Musical.

Orange’s Taylor Schilling received a nod for 
Best Performance By An Actress in a Tele-
vision Series-Comedy or Musical. Uzo Aduba 
was nominated for Best Supporting Actress.

Larry Kramer’s The Normal Heart will com-
pete against Fargo, The Missing Starz, Olive 

Kitteridge and True Detective for Best Mini-
Series or Motion Picture Made for Television. 
Mark Ruffalo and out actor Matt Bomer re-
ceived nods for best actor and supporting 
actor, respectively.

Another snub involved The Big Bang 
Theory’s Jim Parsons. Transparent’s Jeffrey 
Tambor is among those in the running for 
Best Performance By An Actor in a Television 
Series-Comedy or Musical. 

Tina Fey and Amy Poehler will host the 
Golden Globe awards telecast on NBC Jan. 
11.

SAG nominations 
unveiled

The full list of nominations for the 21st 
annual SAG Awards was announced Dec. 10 
at Los Angeles’ Pacific Design Center. 

Benedict Cumberbatch was nominated for 
Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in 
a Leading Role for portraying the late gay 
codebreaker Alan Turing in The Imitation 
Game.

Keira Knightley received a nod for Out-
standing Performance by a Female Actor in 
a Supporting Role for the same film. Also, 
The Imitation Game was nominated for Out-
standing Performance by a Cast in a Motion 
Picture.

In the area of television, Larry Kramer’s 
AIDS drama The Normal Heart received some 
SAG love, as Mark Ruffalo (who also got a 
movie nod for his role in Foxcatcher) and Ju-
lia Roberts were nominated.

Some acting nods were LGBT-related, as 
out actor Jim Parsons (The Big Bang Theory) 
and Eric Stonestreet (half of the gay couple 
on Modern Family) were nominated.

Orange Is the New Black’s Uzo Aduba (who 
portrays Suzanne “Crazy Eyes” Warren) was 
among the nominees named for Outstanding 
Performance by a Female Actor in a Comedy 
Series.

Awards will be handed out Sunday, Jan. 
25, at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles 
in a ceremony airing live on TNT and TBS.



By JeRRy nUnn

Kathy Bates is one Oscar winner who shows no 
sign of stopping. She won many awards for her 
horrifying portrayal in Stephen King’s Misery 
then tackled him again in Dolores Claiborne. 
She followed her success with films like Fried 
Green Tomatoes, Titanic, Primary Colors, and 
About Schmidt.

Most recently Bates took on Tammy, Melissa 
McCarthy’s starring cinematic vehicle, playing a 
lesbian partnered with Sandra Oh.

She has received 12 Emmy nominations for 
her television work, two of them from her star-
ring role on Harry’s Law. She won another for 
the FX network television show American Hor-
ror Story: Coven as the unsinkable Delphine 
LaLaurie.

This season with American Horror Story: 
Freak Show, Bates is portraying Ethel, a beard-
ed lady in the circus.

While filming in New Orleans, Windy City 
Times called to hear more from this freakishly 
talented actress.

windy City Times: Hi, Kathy. I’m calling 
you from Chicago!

Kathy Bates: Hi, how are you?
wCT: excellent. How scratchy was that 

beard to wear?
KB: It wasn’t. It felt like a little humming-

bird’s nest. I have a wonderful wig lady, Victo-
ria Wood. She works with a lot of people. I first 
got to see her work with Melissa McCarthy on 
our movie Tammy. It took me a while to realize 
it was a wig, and I said, “That’s a wig?” and she 
said, “Oh, yes.” She gave me Victoria’s name.

We hooked up for this and she made the red 
performance wig. She also made the beards 
that you see. We went through some getting 
used to it at the beginning in terms of applica-
tion and what different pieces we would use on 
the face in order to keep the faces as mobile 
as possible and also so that the makeup people 
wouldn’t have to mess with me too much dur-
ing the day.

wCT: Did the beard make you want to play 
with gender roles with this character?

KB: Oh, God—one of my fantasies would 
have been that, in order to break out and see 
the world that Ethel would’ve gone out as a 
man and been in a suit, a fedora and every-
thing else just to see what it was like out there. 
Especially since I don’t have breasts anymore, 
there’s always an upside to that—you can do 
character tits. I think it would’ve been a lot of 
fun to do that.

wCT: How did you identify most with eth-
el?

KB: Her authenticity and her strength, her 
struggle and also since I’m a cancer survivor, 
although she certainly had the liver cancer. I 
really identified with that scene in the doctor’s 
office.

wCT: How did it feel going between the 
two characters you have played in American 
Horror Story?

KB: They’re very different. I had to go easy 
with Ethel when I first got here whereas, with 
Delphine, she just explodes. Of course, Del-
phine was a real person. I had a lot of research 
for her that I was able to rely on, so I was very 
confident taking off like a bullet.

With Ethel I had to ease into it and find her 
as we were moving on. I think there was a 
point where I thought, “Okay, now I know who 
this woman is.”

wCT: Did you see a bit of Dolores Claiborne 
in ethel?

KB: Well, I didn’t think about it to tell you 

the truth. I don’t know why. I guess because I 
start from scratch each time. That’s my favorite 
film role.

I did say to Jesse when we were both look-
ing at the scripts. I said, “Dammit, I’m playing 
your maid again this year.” Yes, now that you 
bring it up it’s absolutely true.

wCT: So talk a bit about that accent.
KB: Gosh, that accent has become so con-

troversial. I didn’t really have a dialect coach 
to help me—that’s first of all. I knew she was 
from Baltimore. When I got into it, I studied 
[Polish theater actor Stanislaw] Mikulski a lot. 
I actually had a dialect coach friend of mine 
spell it out phonetically, what it was supposed 
to be. Then online, I found—if you can believe 
this—how to speak Baltimorese, and from that 
you had a link that could go to the “Star Span-
gled Banner” which really helped me prepare 
every day. It just got to be sort of ridiculous 
how perplexing and how people got turned off 
by it and there were things online, they got 
two scholars, which I just couldn’t believe.

At times I thought, “Oh my God, am I not 
doing this right?” A close friend of Ryan’s was 
on set for a while, from that area, and he really 
helped me with it. You can’t do it lightly, it’s 
a heavy accent and I also wanted it to sound 
like old-fashioned working class, so that’s even 
more different than what people are used to 
hearing.

The funny thing was is that a guy asked two 
of his friends who were from Baltimore what 
they thought of my accent. They said, “What 
accent?” I feel like, “Okay, case closed. I’m 
moving on!”

wCT: was there something this American 
Horror season that freaked you out?

KB: I thought what was shocking at the 
beginning of the first episode was when the 
freaks went and chopped the policeman up, 
and I thought, “Oh dear God. You’ve just shown 
these wonderful, quirky people and already 
fallen in love with them, and then they go out 
and do this.” Twisty was just unbearable. It is 
set in the real world. My sister said this: “I’m 
not scared of goblins and all that stuff, but the 
real world is what scares me.”

wCT: what was the audition process for 
Ryan on season three?

KB: Well, I haven’t had to audition for many 
years, but what I did do is I went in and had 
a meeting with Ryan Murphy in January, before 
that season.

My show Harry’s Law got cancelled and then 
literally right after that, I was told I had breast 
cancer and I had a double mastectomy. I was 
in a very low mood and my friend Jessica 
Lange spoke to Ryan. I had a great meeting 
with Ryan, and my inner child just woke up 
during that meeting and got so excited about 
the character of Delphine LaLaurie. I credit 
Ryan for not only rejuvenating my career, but 
rejuvenating my spirit.

wCT: what do you think about Jessica 
Lange retiring next year?

KB: I won’t think about it. I don’t want to 
think about Jessica not being here next year. 
We’ve gotten to be such close friends now over 
the last couple of years, and I love her dearly. 
Working with her is a mystery I never want to 
solve.

wCT: How about working with Angela Bas-
sett?

KB: Angela, she rocks it. I just saw the trail-
er on BuzzFeed for Whitney. I’m getting chills 
now talking about it because I just watched 
the trailer last night—twice—and it looks 
amazing. I love working with her as an actress; 

she’s a powerhouse. I love the friendship that 
we had this year with Ethel and Desiree. I think 
that would’ve been a really interesting arc to 
explore more.

wCT: How do you wind down after all of 
these intense roles you have played over the 
years?

KB: When we’re working, unfortunately, it 

takes me a couple hours to come down at the 
end of the day because we’re all jacked up. 
Sometimes it’s 14 hours a day, and you have 
to just pace yourself. When you lose a charac-
ter, sometimes when you’ve gotten really close 
with the character, like a friend, you have to 
move on, you miss that character.

I know Sarah Paulson has often mourned 
Lana Winters—not being able to play her 
again because that was such a favorite role of 
hers. Yes, they stay with you—some roles for 
25 years.

wCT: Have you had a role that affected you 
that much?

KB: I did a play on Broadway that won the 
Pulitzer Prize called ‘Night, Mother in 1983. 
That role of Jessie Cates has stayed with me, 
and probably will until I die. It just gets in 
your marrow. Also, Dolores Claiborne—it’s like 
anything that you take time to create, and we 
don’t take time. You work so fast and those 
things that you have made and taken time to 
make are the ones that stay with you.

wCT: Do you think you will be on the next 
season of American Horror Story?

KB: I really hope so. It’s just such a unique 
situation to be in as an actor for television 
that you’ve got a whole new character to create 
for the next year. I think Ryan really appreci-
ates older actresses and he’s put us in front 
of the public at our best. We have a younger 
fan base now, and that’s all the reasons why I 
would come back. It’s a wonderful opportunity, 
and I can’t wait to hear what the next part he 
might propose would be.

wCT: what parts do you have coming up?
KB: I just met Xavier Dolan, who has a won-

derful screenplay that’s coming my way. There 
is also a other screenplay from Jeff Blitz called 
Table 19 that I am hoping to do later this 
spring about a group of people that nobody 
wanted to invite to a wedding but had to. It’s 
very funny. I’m excited that I have a lot of 
things on my dance card now.

American Horror Story: Freak Show reels 
them in every wednesday on FX at 9 p.m.
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NUNN ON ONE

Kathy Bates has
a hairy good time
on ‘Horror Story’

Kathy Bates in American Horror Story: Freak 
Show. Photo by Michele K. Short

The Gershwins®’  

PORGY AND BESS® 
by George Gershwin, DuBose and Dorothy Heyward and Ira Gershwin 

Sung in English with projected English texts

Just 5 more  
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through  
Dec 20

Lyric Opera Presentation. Generous sponsors are the Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust, The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust, Cherryl T. 
Thomas and Ardmore Associates, and Roberta L. and Robert J. Washlow with additional support from the National Endowment for the Arts.
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“ Full of vivid life...bursting with  
buoyant energy”—Chicago Sun-Times

“ Make no mistake...Lyric’s is the  
real thing” with “sheer theatrical 
pizzazz...” —Chicago Tribune

Offer is subject to availability, is non-transferable, is not valid on previously purchased tickets or in 
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be assigned. Prices subject to change. Exchanges may be possible but are not guaranteed/discount 
may not carryover to exchanged date, fees may apply.

$299 $99
or $69
MAIN FLOOR

BALCONY
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CAREGIVER SERVICES
CeRTIFIeD nURSInG ASSISTAnT looking for a live-
in or come-and-go position in Chicago for another 
gay man, lesbian or anyone in need of a competent 
caregiver. I have a valid driver’s license and a clear 
driving record but currently have no vehicle. In the 
past year or so I have passed three background checks 
and drug tests for other jobs. Past clients have needed 
care for Lewy Body Dementia, Parkinson’s Disease, 
stroke, medication reminders, pet care, end-of-life 
care or just needed some help with activities of daily 
living. Transfers with a Hoyer lift or gait belt are not 
a problem for me. I like to cook and try new recipes. 
I am also a Licensed Massage Therapist. Open to 
negotiation of compensation. Contact Christopher at 
773-615-3649

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTnUT CLeAnInG SeRvICeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKe yOUR HOMe LOOK FABULOUS! Fix-up your home 
before the holiday season.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com   (10/14/15-56)

GAy OwneD AnD OPeRATeD FOR OveR 35 yeARS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

MEdIATION SERVICES
McDOnOUGH MARITAL MeDIATIOn SeRvICeS Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
Call virginia 630.355.7055 or McDonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McDonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

HELP WANTEd

LEGAL SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
InCLUSIve CATHOLIC COMMUnITy. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. Learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

WEddING SERVICES

WINdOW TREATMENTS
wOnDeRInG wHAT TO DO wITH THOSe wInDOwS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (3/11/15-13)

GAy OwneD AnD OPeRATeD FOR OveR 35 yeARS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE - CONDOS
AnDeRSOnvILLe DUPLeX COnDO $395K Rare avail-
ability of a modern 1st flr spacious duplex 3br/3ba 
style condo in Andersonvlle, on a quiet tree lined 
street located w/i short distance of CTA red line, An-
dersonville retail & ent. district. Features 2 flrs, new 
stainless steel appls, hardwood floors, new carpeting 
in LL, front loading washer/dryer, stm shower, lrg 
covered deck, 2 gas FPs, & new furnace. Exceptional 
move-in con. 1 car owned parking space. Broker: 
Crowe@conlonrealestate.com (12/10/14-1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

SPACIOUS HORneR PARK weST Irving Park Community, 
Quiet Building, 1st floor, 5 Room, Hardwood Floors, 
Stove, Fridge, Basement Laundry, Gated Backyard, 
Heat Included, $1,200, 715-281-7020 (12/10/14-
1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE+ 
BEDROOM

HUGe BeAUTIFUL 2,100 SqFT ROGeRS PARK, 6.5 
rooms, A/C ,FREE Laundry, garage, heat. Near excel-
lent Transportation, Shopping. Sunny, NEW hardwood 
floors windows appliances, ceiling fans. 773-407-
5711, 773-764-3103, Irvingchicago@gmail.com. 
Available December 1st. Housebroken pets okay. 
$1,685. See photos here: http://chicago.craigslist.
org/chc/apa/4750418868.html (12/10/14-4)

Design Consultant
Tired of the typical 8 to 5 job?

Want to make more money?
Have more free time?

Work from home?

Closets by Design
would like to talk with you!

PT/FT positions available for
our Chicago territory.

Leads & training provided.
You provide a great

personality and a willingness
to learn.

You will be assessing client
needs, measuring & designing
the client’s space. We then

install your designs.

Earn 2k & 4k per month,
base + commission

edcoloncbd@gmail.com
or fax: 630-359-5408

www.closetsbydesign.com

/windycitymediagroup @windycitytimes1

nightspots
Special content from

C’mon, vogue! Behold the legendary children at this year’s Vogue For Tots event, Thu., Dec. 11, at Berlin. This 
annual vogue-athon also serves a toy drive for children in need. photos by Kirk Williamson

pick up next week’s Nightspots for our Best of 2014 issue. Meanwhile, see new 
photos each week in Windy City Times until our first issue of Nightspots for 
2015, on stands Wed., Jan. 21. also, check out Nightspots on social media:

/nightspots /nightspotschicago

back in Ireland.
wCT: How did the cover of the album come 

about?
Hozier: My mother is an artist and she paint-

ed it as well as the Eps were works of hers that 
I asked to borrow. For this one made a new 
piece of artwork.

wCT: was the song “Jackie and wilson” in-
spired by being a Jackie wilson fan?

Hozier: Yes, pretty much. It is, again, one of 
the more fun songs on the album. It is inspired 
by Jackie Wilson but I wanted to write a “run-
ning off with some stranger” kind of song. It’s 
a fun reference to Jackie Wilson.

wCT: Chicago must be an important city 
to you, with you being influenced by blues 
music.

Hozier: Absolutely. It was the type of music 
that I got my education in. My dad’s record col-
lection was hugely Chicago blues with artists 
like Muddy Waters. Last time through Chicago I 
didn’t get a lot of time. I got into Chicago and 
flew out the same day, so I hope to be able to 
spend more time there this time.

Hozier returns to Chicago Feb. 25 at the 
Riviera Theatre, 4746 n. Racine Ave. at 
7:30 p.m. visit hozier.com for more on this 
emerging artist.

hozier from page 23
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ALL IT TAKES IS YOU

(AND NINE OF YOUR FRIENDS)

TO MAKE A HOME FOR THE HOMELESS

ONE APARTMENT
FOR TWO YEARS
FOR $75 A MONTH

This is a project launched by Windy City Times as a result of its LGBTQ homeless youth 
summit. 

The 750 Club aims to provide additional scattered-site housing to unstably housed youth 
who are in school or working at least part-time. There will be a special focus on LGBTQ 
youth, but the program is not exclusive. 

Studies show that stable housing is a basic necessity to maintain health and safety. With-
out it, youth have difficulty attending school, finding and keeping jobs, eating right, stay-
ing healthy, and more.

The 750 Club will address this issue by raising funds for private “adoption” of apartments. 
Existing homeless youth agencies and their case manager programs will provide sup-
portive services to the residents. The program will cover young adults ages 18 to 25, or 
emancipated minors.

Every $750 raised will get approximately one youth in one apartment for one month.

Online donations and monthly pledges can be done via the AFC website

http://tinyurl.com/ApartmentAdopt
For landlords interested in donating the use of an apartment at no or low-cost, please contact Tracy Baim to discuss options. 

Email: editor@windycitymediagroup.com.

$75 one time — House one youth for three days

$75 per month for 10 months — House one 
youth for one month

$75 per month for 24 months — Partnered with 
nine others, you will house one youth for two 
years

$750 a month for 6 months — You will house 
one youth for six months

$750 per month for 24 months — You will house 
one youth for two years

BRONZE LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

PLATINUM LEVEL

TITANIUM LEVEL

EITHER DONATE ON YOUR OWN OR 
BECOME A “TEAM CAPTAIN” AND 
RECRUIT 10 PEOPLE TO DONATE 
$75 EACH PER MONTH.
HERE’S HOW:

All funds raised will be collected and administered by the AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s 
(AFC) housing program, so all donations will be tax deductible. Agencies who utilize 
scattered-site youth housing options will then apply for the use of the funds. 

http://tinyurl.com/apartmentadopt


Wed., Dec. 17
International Day to end violence Against 

Sex workers Sex Workers Outreach Project 
Chicago presents art, food, music, speak-
ers, community, performance, candle light 
vigil. Free. All ages.  7:00pm - 9:30pm   
Jane Addams Hull House Museum  800 S. 
Halsted St. Chicago  http://www.swop-
chicago.org

PFLAG Chicago Monthly Meeting Parents, 
Family members, Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) has support groups and edu-
cational speakers, advocacy activities. All 
welcome on the third Wednesday. Call 1 
(630) 415-0622 or E-mail Metro Chicago 
South Chapter: pflagmetrochicagosouth-
side@pflagillinois.org or contact Keith 
McCoy at kmccoy@windycityblackpride.
org or Peter Ji at pjiman1@hotmail.com.   
11:00pm - 1:00pm   Affinity Community 
Services  5650 S. Woodlawn Ave Garden 
Level Chicago  http://pflagillinois.org

Thursday, Dec. 18 
Senior Hot Lunch Center on Halsted is a 

City of Chicago Golden Diners site, where 
seniors age 60+ receive a hot lunch on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at noon. The sug-
gested donation for lunch is $1.50. No 
pre - registration required, but we ask 
that you sign in for lunch before 11:30 
to ensure that you receive a lunch ticket.   
12:00pm - 1:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org/newevents-details.
cfm?ID=9271

Grief and Loss Support Group Free Pre - 
registration required. For information or 
to register contact Troy Johnson at tjohn-
son@centeronhalsted.org or by phone  
1:00pm - 2:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  773-472-6469 
x491  http://www.centeronhalsted.org/
newevents-details.cfm?ID=9285

Sidetrack Chicago Holiday 2014 No invite 
required. Invite your friends and continue 
the giving tradition. Please bring a dona-
tion of paper products, cleaning supplies, 
grooming items or coffee for Groceryland/
Heartland Health Outreach. Donations 
will enter you into a special drawing to 
be held at 8 and 11 pm. $1.75 domestic 
beers, $2 well cocktails and import beers. 

Frozens and all other cocktails are $2.50.  
6:00pm - 2:00am   Sidetrack  3349 N Hal-
sted St Chicago  http://www.sidetrackchi-
cago.com

we Must Breathe: A Response from Chi-
cago Playwrights and Poets Victory 
Gardens Theater presents members of 
Chicago’s artistic community sharing their 
views on discrimination, race and inequal-
ity through performance pieces. Free and 
open to all but reservation necessary since 
space is limited.  7:00pm   Victory Gar-
dens Theater  2433 N Lincoln Ave Chicago   
773-871-3000.  http://  Tickets: http://
victorygardens.org/also-playing/we-must-
breathe/

Lighthouse Church Candlelight Prayer 
vigil - “Prayer with a Purpose” Gather 
from 7 pm - 7:30 pm for prayers. Attend-
ees can sign letters to aldermen for choke-
hold ban. At 7:30, walk to police station 
in the South Loop, 1718 S State St, to 
peacefully assemble on the side walk from 
7:45 - 8 pm. Free parking lot west side 
of Indiana between 18th and Cullerton.   
7:00pm   Glessner House Museum  1800 
S. Prairie Ave. 

Cirque Dreams Holidaze Snowmen, pen-
guins, angels, reindeer, toy soldiers, 
gingerbread men, ornaments, Santa in 
elaborate production numbers, acrobat-
ics, gravity-defying feats and illusions, 
through Dec. 21   7:30pm   The Chicago 
Theatre (Chicago)  175 N State St Chica-
go  http://www.thechicagotheatre.com/
events/2014/december/cirque-dreams-
holidaze-at-the-chicago-theatre.html

TransTech The TransTech Social Execu-
tive Board presents a holiday party with 
drinks, dancing, and surprises.   9:00pm   
Beauty Bar Chicago  1444 W. Chicago Ave. 
Chicago  http://www.transtechsocial.org

Friday, Dec. 19
Love Me Forever! Oh! Oh! Oh By gay car-

toonist Jeremy Sorese, a series of illustra-
tions, selected from The Best American 
Comics 2013, exploring the idea of get-
ting married. On display in the Congress 
Corridor through March 8, 2015.  9:00am 
- 5:00am   Harold Washington College  30 
E. Lake St. Chicago  312-747-4050  

  http://tinyurl.com/kwb5mnl

Late night & Late-er night Andersonville 
40 Andersonville shops and restaurants 
will be open late, offering great savings.  
6:00pm - 10:00pm

welcome yule! Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra and Chorus  7:00pm   Chicago Sympho-
ny Center (Orchestra Hall)  220 S Michigan 
Ave Chicago  http://cso.org/TicketsAndE-
vents/EventDetails.aspx?eid=6629

nutcracker The Joffrey Nutcracker maintains 
the classical purity of Robert Joffrey’s 
original choreography while sparkling 
with elegant costumes, an extravagant set 
by Oliver Smith and a giant Mother Ginger 
puppet by Kermit Love.   7:00pm   Au-
ditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University  
50 E Congress Pkwy Chicago  http://www.
ticketmaster.com

Liberace! With glittering costumes and 
chandeliers, musician and performer 
Jack Forbes Wilson will reprise his tri-
umphant portrayal of Liberace from the 
Rep’s 2010/11 Season. Six nights a week 
continuing through Jan. 11, 2015. $40  
7:30pm   Milwaukee Repertory Theater, 
108 E Wells St., Milwaukee, WI  http://
www.MilwaukeeRep.com

Matt Gold Out singer  9:00pm   The Original 
Mother’s, 26 W. Division St., Chicago  312-
642-7251

Formerly Known As (FKA) Long-running 
Northside queer dance party moves to 
second Friday of each month. Welcom-
ing space for people of all genders, rep-
resentations, expressions, identities and 
sexualities.   10:00pm   Big Chicks  5024 
N Sheridan Rd Chicago  http://facebook.
com/FKADANCE

Big Red and the Boys About Face The-
atre with Theater Wit, presents a non-
traditional naughty and nice, evening of 
songs, stories and spirits starring Meghan 
“Big Red” Murphy, John Francisco*, Pat-
rick Andrews* and Nick Davio.  11:00pm   
Theater Wit  1229 W Belmont Ave. Chicago   
(773) 975-8150  http://www.aboutface-
theatre.org

Saturday, Dec. 20
Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance, 

Chicago-area GLBT Chapter Depression 
and Bipolar Support Alliance chapter spe-
cifically founded for Chicago-area GLBT 
community with mood disorders or other 
significant psychological conditions, as 
well as their friends, partners, and family 
members. All are welcome.  11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Center on Halsted,  3656 N Halsted 
St.; http://www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

nutcracker The Joffrey Nutcracker maintains 
the classical purity of Robert Joffrey’s 
original choreography while sparkling 
with elegant costumes, an extravagant set 
by Oliver Smith and a giant Mother Ginger 

puppet by Kermit Love.   7:00pm   Au-
ditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University  
50 E Congress Pkwy Chicago  http://www.
ticketmaster.com

yuleTube Favorite Holiday Songs from Tv 
and Movies Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus  
7:30pm   Reva and David Logan Center for 
the Arts  915 E. 60th St Chicago  http://
www.cgmc.org/event/2014/yuletube-hol-
iday-favorites-television

Rudolph the Red-Hosed Reindeer David 
Cerda’s beloved parody of the classic chil-
dren’s television special Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer. $16 or $25 VIP  7:30pm   
Mary’s Attic  5400 N Clark Chicago  800-
838-3006  Tickets: http://rudolphthered-
hosed.bpt.me

Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the 
Christmas Goose Fully staged drama-
tization with music of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s only Sherlock Holmes mystery set 
around the holidays. Tickets $20. or $15. 
for students, seniors, active military and 
Raven subscribers.  7:45pm   Raven The-
atre, 6157 N. Clark St., Chicago  773-338-
2177  http://www.raventheatre.com

Monday, Dec. 22
Scrooge & Marley Chicago’s homegrown 

holiday film, a modern day variation on 
Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol 
recounted from a gay sensibility with 
heart, comedy and music. Music new and 
old for audiences of all persuasions. After-
party that will include a carol sing-a-long 
and refreshments. Members of the film’s 
creative team will attend. Free.   6:00pm   

Chicago Public Library, Bezazian branch, 
1226 W. Ainslie St., Chicago  http://www.
scroogeandmarleymovie.com

Sarah Ruhl Reading and signing 100 Essays 
I Don’t Have Time to Write: On Umbrel-
las and Sword Fights, Parades and Dogs, 
Fire Alarms, Children, and Theater  7:00pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 N 
Clark St Chicago  http://www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com

Shoop Comedy LGBTQ and female-friendly 
stand-up comedy and drag showcase for 
girls, gurls, and grrrls (boys also wel-
come). Every 4th Monday   8:00pm - 
10:00pm   Double Door’s Door No. 3  1551 
N Damen Ave. Chicago, IL 60622

 
Tuesday, Dec. 23
David Bowie Is The first retrospective of 

the extraordinary career of David Bowie-
one of the most pioneering and influential 
performers of our time. More than 400 ob-
jects from the David Bowie Archive. $25. 
Through Jan. 4, 2015  12:00pm   Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MCA)  220 East Chi-
cago Ave Chicago  312-397-4068  Tickets: 
http://www2.mcachicago.org/exhibition/
david-bowie-is 

Affinity Board Meeting Board Meetings are 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month and, 
except for the executive session, are open 
to the public. For questions, contact Kim 
Hunt at executivedirector@affinity95.org.   
6:30pm - 8:30pm   Affinity Community 
Services  1424 E. 53rd St. Suite 306 Chi-
cago  http://www.affinity95.org

Saturday, Dec. 27
Michael Sam documentary Oprah Winfrey 

Network will air an interview and exclusive 
documentary.  Time:TBA   Channel 220 on 
Comcast  http://www.oprah.com/own/
Michael-Sams-Story-Comes-to-OWN

Wed., Dec. 31
Black ensemble Theater new year’s eve 

2014 Celebration, with Love From The 
Black ensemble Theater Performance by 
the stars of Black Ensemble Theater, en-
tertainment, food, dancing with the stars 
and champagne. $125 for singles, $200 
for couples.  8:00pm - 1:00am   Black En-
semble Theater Cultural Center  4450 N. 
Clark St. Chicago  773-769-4451  http://
www.BlackEnsembleTheater.org  Tickets: 
http:

Jeannie Tanner Celebrate New Years Eve. 
Early show 5 to 8pm.  9:00pm - 1:00am   
Pete Miller’s  1557 Sherman Ave Evanston, 
IL 6020  http://www.petemillers.com

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of

CALENDAR

TECH THE HALLS

TransTech (with CeO 
Angelica Ross, above) will 
hold a holiday party at 
Beauty Bar Chicago.
Photo by Matt Simonette

Thursday, Dec. 18
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By AnGeLIqUe SMITH

Winner of the 2013 and 2014 Eat24 Top Rated 
restaurant award, in addition to the Lakeview 
East Healthy Choices Award, Bountiful eatery, 
3312 N. Broadway, is a gluten-free choice for 
fresh, healthy eating.
 The décor is clean and modern, and it’s eas-
ily a great place to chat or do work on your 
laptop. Healthy magazines are strewn about 
to peruse as are books on cooking, yoga, and 
finance, in addition to LGBT trivia games and 
gluten-free snacks, sauces, chips, and baking 
mixes for purchase. 
 Owner Ed O’Brien was born and raised in 
Chicago, with detours through New York and 
L.A. Prior to opening Bountiful Eatery, O’Brien 
worked for Panera for five years as the regional 
trainer for the Chicago market. However, as 
both a stockholder and an employee, he wasn’t 
pleased with the company’s direction and 
wanted to get out of corporate life. 
 Using credit card points, O’Brien subscribed 
to “Money,” “Fortune,” and “Forbes,” research-

ing how to start his own “fast-casual” res-
taurant and, gaining advice from other small 
business owners and various neighborhood 
chambers, Bountiful Eatery opened in July of 
2012. “The food offered has a high nutritional 
index at a great price point ($10 and below) 
and we’re ‘fast-casual,’ which ensures easy ac-
cess for everybody,” said O’Brien.
 O’Brien himself suffers from gluten intoler-
ance, and was diagnosed before eating glu-
ten-free was a trend. “Although we’re totally 
gluten-free, you can be gluten-free without 
necessarily being healthy. We’re trying to ap-
peal to people who are really health conscious.” 
Aware that a lot of fast food chains throw the 
words “healthy” and “nutritious” around quite 
easily, O’Brien is very particular about ensur-
ing healthier options are considered as substi-
tutions for other ingredients, like use kale or 
spinach instead of lettuce. But, he does realize 
that Chicagoans like to eat healthy and end on 
a sweet note, so the restaurant offers gluten-
free cupcakes and bars made specially for the 
restaurant by Swirlz. 

 The menu includes pita or lettuce wraps, 
salads, soups, grilled selections, brown rice 
or quinoa bowls, breakfast items (served daily 
until 2 pm), and a kids menu. The bison pita 
burger—1/3 lb. grass-fed bison seasoned with 
onions and spices, topped with spinach, toma-
toes, and a zesty yogurt spread—won a Golden 
Grub award from GrubHub this year and is the 

most popular item, though Huffington Post 
(and vegans) rave about the black bean burger. 
 The portabella kale salad, both simple and 
hearty, features generous portions of mush-
rooms over kale, topped with red onions, al-
monds, dried golden raisins and a side of bal-

WeeKly DininG GUiDe in 
theDISH

Boystown’s Bountiful eatery is about 
food, fitness and environment

Turn to page 29

Images from Bountiful eatery. Photos by 
Angelique Smith
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“U can put a cherry on a pile of sh*t but it 
don’t make it a sundae.”—Shonda Rhimes 
weighs via Twitter with her opinion about the 
email exchange between Sony Pictures co-chair 
Amy Pascal and producer Scott Rudin where 
they joke that President Obama probably likes 
movies like The Butler and Django Unchained. 
You mean he doesn’t?

Believe it or not, I am a big fan of rules. 
That’s because if there were no rules, I’d have 
no rules to break. I also realize that without 
rules, there would be anarchy. And yet, our 
supermarkets in Los Angeles are becoming a 
strange cross between Gestapo Germany and 
a Turkish bazaar. First they outlawed plastic 
bags—because carrying home florescent light 
bulbs (which everyone looks crappy under) in 
a paper bag that will inevitably rip is such fun. 
But, rules are rules. And yet, I was flummoxed 
when nobody batted an eye at two people with 
carriages full of groceries in front of me—in the 
express lane. When I spoke up (as I am wont to 
do), I was directed to a new sign at the express 
line which now reads “Express Lane—About 15 
Items”. “About?” That was vague enough for 
the bitch in front of me to consider each dozen 
cans of cat food as one item. Apparently some 
rules are important and some rules ain’t.

Earlier that same day, the daughter of Korean 
Air’s president demanded that the flight which 
was about to leave JFK for Incheon return to 
the gate so that a flight attendant who she just 
fired could deplane. Why? Heather Cho (who is 
also a VP with the airline) said she didn’t like 
how the attendant served her nuts! I must con-
fess I’ve yet to encounter a flight attendant 
who didn’t service my nuts properly, but that’s 
another story. Anyway, Ms. Cho was offended 
to be given macadamia nuts in a bag instead 
of on the serving plate. She was so outraged, 
she made the crew member kneel in front of 
her and beg for forgiveness. As someone who 
has enjoyed the perks of first class travel, I 
have never had a flight attendant hand me nuts 
in a bag—although I have had more than one 
kneel before me (often with the word “ocupa-
do” flashing before my eyes). 

Last week, it was reported that a rookie fire-
fighter with the FDNY has a past doing gay 
porn—which seems to be a prerequisite of any 
member of the NY fire department, by the look 
of them. Jonathan Jesensky is a former Marine 
who served in Iraq, and then worked as an EMT 
for the past two years—sounds like someone 
I’d want protecting me with a long hose. Days 
after he officially became an FDNY rookie (af-
ter being valedictorian of his class), it was 
revealed that he did about a dozen gay and 
bisexual porn flicks under the name Jonathan 
West. (We hear he’s gay for pay.) His body of 
work includes such classics as Paramedics and 
Semper Bi (once again, art imitating life, imi-
tating porn). 

What’s interesting about this story is that 
when the media contacted his superiors, they 
said he had already told them when he was 
hired two years ago. “The legal department 
is aware of his work history,” said an FDNY 
spokesperson. The press tracked down several 
of Jonathan’s new colleagues—some who have 
met him and some who haven’t. It seems that 
the people questioned said they didn’t care 
what he did in the past, as long as he was 
good at his job. Once again, firemen are setting 
a good example for everyone.

Every fall, the Broadway community raises 
money at the end of each show for Broadway 
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. This six-week fund-
raising effort culminates in the annual “Gypsy 
of the Year Competition.” As you all know, 
Hugh Jackman is a great friend of our commu-
nity, and he’s always willing to lend a hand—
and occasionally a shirt. Jackman is currently 
on Broadway in The River. As part of the show’s 
fundraising effort, Hugh has been auctioning 
off his shirt. If this sounds familiar, it’s be-

cause he did the same thing in 2011 during 
the run of Hugh Jackman: Back on Broadway. 
This year, The River broke all records by raising 
$549,725! This staggering amount was signifi-
cantly higher than the next show—”It’s Only 
a Play,” which brought in $464,559. Congrats.

Time for more of Billy’s Holiday Gift Giving 
Suggestions. I firmly believe that a thought-
fully selected calendar is a perfect gift. This 
year, we’ve got some great options for you. 
First up is the Warwick Rowing Club. The lads 
started getting their kits off to raise money for 
new equipment in 2009. Since then, like the 
“Calendar Girls” before them, they’ve branched 
out into other directions—and raised close to 
half a million dollars! This year, the sexy stu-
dents are raising money to fight homophobia 
in sports. They’ll also help you break a sweat! 
Check out their wares at WarwickRowers.org.

Lastly, a perennial favorite of my readers 
is the annual calendar of naughty Orthodox 
priests. For the third year in a row, we get to 
see the pious and members of their flock nude, 
or at least partially nude. Having been raised 
in the Eastern Orthodox faith and attended ser-
vices in churches around the world, I must say 
I’ve never seen anyone who remotely resembles 
these guys in (or out) of their vestments. They 
can be found at Orthodox-Calendar.com.

We’re closing in on one of my favorite holi-
day traditions. On Dec. 19, the incomparable 
Darlene Love will be celebrating Christmas 
with her 29th annual appearance on The Late 
Show with David Letterman. This will be a bit-
tersweet celebration, since Letterman will be 
signing off May 20, 2015. Love has stated that 
she would not move her annual appearance to 
another show. But she might not have to. I’ve 
heard a little rumor that CBS would like Let-
terman to continue the tradition by returning 
each year for an annual Christmas special. Stay 
tuned.

When we’re looking ahead to 2015, it’s defi-
nitely time to end yet another column. When 
the new year dawns, so will the new version of 
www.BillyMasters.com—the site that’s always 
evolving. And since I’ve been busy with gift 
giving ideas, I haven’t had room to answer any 
of your questions in print. But I’m always here 
for you. Feel free to send your queries into 
Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before I am caught with a sack full 
of nuts at LAX! Until next time, remember one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Hugh Jackman (here in The wolverine) will 
sell you the shirt off his back, Billy says. 
Photo by Ben Rothstein 3349 N.Halsted

SidetrackChicago.com
Must be 21 with ID

Monday
Dec. 22
6-8pm
suggested donation:

$25 
Join us at:

All proceeds benefit

samic dressing. Bountiful Eatery’s three-salad 
sampler is also a hit: a chickpea salad, a black 
bean salad, and a quinoa mixture similar to 
tabouleh on a bed of spinach. It’s an assort-
ment of tastes all in one meal: spicy, citrusy, 
and minty for those whose palate can’t decide. 
 The soups are thick and rich, such as the 
three-meat chili, made with bison, turkey and 
chicken. For partiers in the area, Bountiful 
Eatery has a Hangover smoothie with orange 
juice, banana, kale, pineapple and vitamin C; 
for those coming from the gym, Muscle Builder 
concoctions are available with various ingredi-
ents and soy or whey proteins. There are also 
build your own options on the menu with op-
tional supplements and fresh veggies juices. 
For Thanksgiving, Bountiful Eatery offered a 
cornbread stuffing and the veggie tray is fre-
quently ordered for the holidays.
 The restaurant’s clientele includes a lot of 
moms of kids with allergy issues, health con-
scious consumers, and vegans, in addition to 
those with Celiac disease. Fitness Formula Club, 
UFC Gym, and Core Power Yoga bring Bountiful 
Eatery a lot of business, as well: “I have a real 
belief that to be healthy is about everything. 
… It’s the food, it’s the exercise, it’s your 
mental state. We offer a 20-percent discount 
when you show your gym ID—it doesn’t matter 
which gym,” said O’Brien.
 A healthy eating speaker and a self-professed 

gym fanatic with a theatrical background, 
O’Brien believes in mindset shifts and reassess-
ments to promote health from the inside out. 
His next speaking engagement will be a “New 
Year, New You” event in January with Tracey 
Brinkman, DN from the Higher Brain Living 
Center and Karampal Kaur from Sat Nam Yoga.  
 The restaurant holds events like wine-tast-
ings and book signings, and hosts meet-ups of 
various affiliations. Community-wise, Bountiful 
Eatery sponsors a volleyball team, participates 
in Dining Out For Life, and caters events for 
organizations such as Unity Church in Rogers 
Park. The restaurant does a lot of corporate ca-
tering box lunches, though the bulk of O’Brien’s 
business is delivery—the restaurant delivers as 
far north as Devon, as far south as Congress 
Parkway, and as far west as Western. O’Brien 
originally started out with closer boundaries, 
but expanded due to customer demand. Cus-
tomers can also order through Grub Hub or 
DoorDash.
 Through the first of next year, Bountiful Eat-
ery is running a gift card special: Buy a $50 
gift card and get $10 free. In terms of future 
plans for his business and brand, O’Brien will 
be writing a book, rebooting his blog and 
working on a South Loop expansion, since the 
restaurant does a lot of work with the Univer-
sity of Chicago in Hyde Park. 
 visit Bountiful eatery’s website (bounti-
fuleatery.com) or follow its social-media 
pages for further information on discounts 
and menu items.

Dish from page 28

Bountiful 
eatery owner ed 
O’Brien. Photo 
by Adam Biba

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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By ROSS FORMAn
 
Dale Scott, 55, put a unique spin on the old ad-
age that “a picture is worth a thousand words.”

His picture simply stated, Scott is gay.
The Scott story—of his subtle coming-out—

started over the summer when Referee Maga-
zine, a Wisconsin-based monthly magazine for 
sports officials, was planning a lengthy feature 
story on Scott who, in 2014, was working his 
29th season as a Major League Baseball um-
pire. 

The magazine had talked to some childhood 
friends of Scott and asked Scott for some per-
sonal, non-baseball-related pictures.

He chose a photo with his husband, Mi-
chael Rausch, and admitted there was “a lot of 
thought” given to sending that photo.

That’s because Scott was not out to the 
world.

Scott was, at the time, simply an umpire. A 
damn good umpire, many will say. After all, 
Scott’s 29 years in the majors has included 
countless milestone moments.  Just consider 
what MLB Umpire No. 5 has done on the field:

—He has worked the World Series three 
times.

—He has worked the All-Star Game three 
times.

—He has been a crew chief for 12 years.
—He has umpired two no-hitters and numer-

ous playoff games.
Scott wanted to include the photo with 

Rausch because “he’s been on this journey with 
me since 1986.” Scott said that “it just didn’t 
seem right that they talk to friends of mine 
from junior high school and people I worked 
with at a radio station in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, and that [Rausch] was not at least 
acknowledged.”

Scott told Rausch that he wanted to send 
Referee a photo of the two with the suggested 
caption, “Dale Scott with his longtime com-
panion Michael Rausch.” 

“I was well aware that, by sending the pho-
to, even for a story in a relatively small publi-
cation like Referee Magazine it’s now out there 
and who knows who may pick it up and who 
knows where this may end up,” Scott said.

They agree to send the photo. “I just thought 
it was the right thing to do,” Scott said.

“I knew I was making a statement [with the 
photo], so to speak, but I also knew that this 
was not me waving the flag and having a press 
conference to say, ‘Look at me; I’m gay.’

It was, in reality, Scott’s subtle toast to his 
husband. They were married last November and 
have been together for 28 years—for almost 
Scott’s entire major league career.

Scott said he didn’t hear anything about the 
photo after the publication was released, other 
than positive comments from fellow officials 
who already knew Scott was gay.

But then Outsports.com learned of the photo 
and sought comments from Scott. 

Scott simply asked Outsports to hold its story 
until after the 2014 season, so as to not de-
tract from the 2014 playoffs, “which would not 
be fair to baseball,” he said.

Outsports agreed.
On Dec. 2, Outsports first reported that, yes, 

Scott is gay and happily married to a man.
The floodgates opened.
“Ever since this story broke on Outsports, 

it’s been a ton of emails, text [messages] and 
phone calls—and overwhelmingly positive. I’m 
very happy about that,” Scott said Dec. 10 in a 
phone interview with Windy City Times. 

He’s received hundreds of emails since the 
Outsports story, which led to countless main-
stream media outlets also reporting that Scott 
is gay, including USA TODAY. Scott said 98 
percent of the emails he’s received about his 
coming-out are from strangers and 99 percent 
have been positive. 

“To be honest, I didn’t really know what to 

expect from this, nor did I know how quickly 
this would blow up, but within an hour after 
Outsports posted its story, I probably had 50 
emails and 20 text messages. It was absolutely 
amazing how quickly this thing blew up,” he 
said.

Scott wasn’t expecting the media onslaught, 
despite becoming the first Major League Base-
ball umpire to come out while active and the 
first out active male official in the NBA, NHL, 
NFL or MLB. (Dave Pallone was a National 
League umpire from 1979-1988, coming out 
after leaving the game.)

“I’m not naïve to the fact that the Internet 
is lightning speed, but was amazed how fast 
everything happened. Before I knew it, I was 
fielding calls from the New York Times, USA TO-
DAY, ABC News,” and many other mainstream 
media outlets, Scott said.

Scott said one of the most memorable emails 
he’s received since coming out was from a 
17-year-old Southern Californian who wants to 
be a major league umpire, and umpires now. 
“He was afraid that he wouldn’t have a chance 
because he’s gay and closeted,” Scott said. “He 
said that I was one of his favorite umpires, and 
now I definitely am his favorite.

“It was a very touching letter, hearing him 
say that, hearing him say that being gay won’t 
be what holds him back from a chance at the 
big leagues, if he has the skill set and works 
hard.”

Chicago-based transgender sportswriter 
Christina Kahrl said Scott is “one of the game’s 
great umpires.”

“To have a bedrock baseball guy like him 
come out provides a possibility model for every 
person in the game, something that shows how 
a gay man is every bit as much an intrinsic 
part of the game as everyone else between the 
lines,” Kahrl said.

Scott’s coming-out was not a surprise to the 
executives at Major League Baseball, based in 
New York, or fellow umpires. They knew. “This 
wasn’t really news [to them],” Scott said.

Scott said he has not heard anything from 
any of the major league teams or any major 
league players—nor is he surprised by that 
fact. “I’m not usually in contact with those 
people,” during the off-season.

The majority of those who have reached 
out to Scott since his coming-out have been 
strangers, most motivated by Scott’s story, 
which gave them hope in their personal lives 

and/or their personal struggles with sexuality.
“One of these days, this will not be a sto-

ry—and that will be a great day. Unfortunately 
we’re not quite there yet,” Scott said.

When will that day be?
“I have no idea, but we’re getting there,” 

Scott said. “Sports is one of the last bastions 
to weather this storm, if that is the correct way 
of putting it. I think the reason it is a story 
is, it’s in sports. Eventually, it’s not going to 
be a story and there will be out players on ev-
ery team in every major sport in America. And 
then, [the coming-out story] won’t be that big 
of a deal anymore.”

Jim Buzinski, the co-founder of Outsports.
com, said he “loved how Dale came out in an 
understated way. He was not denying his mar-
riage to a man, yet did not want it to be a big 
deal. He normalized the whole issue, which was 
terrific.”

Buzinski added, “Having been an umpire for 
29 years and a crew chief for 12, with MLB 
knowing he is gay, [it] will show to other aspir-
ing officials that it is possible to follow your 
passion regardless of your sexual orientation.”

Scott said he doesn’t anticipate much change 
come next season, his 30th in the majors. “I 
don’t think players, coaches [or] managers are 
going to use this information in a negative way 
and, quite frankly, if they do during a base-
ball game, I’ll take care of that, just like any 
other player, coach or manager when they say 
something that they shouldn’t say; I will eject 
them, but I don’t anticipate that,” he said.

“I just think it’s going to be business as 
usual.

“I’m sure there will be some fans who pop 
off. But as an umpire, you don’t concern your-
self with the fans; the fans are just noise. Your 
concern is what’s on the field, the two dugouts 
and the game in front of you. Fans yell stuff 
all the time, so I don’t think that will be an 
issue at all.”

Scott downplays his coming-out on the grand 
gay scale, so to speak. In fact, he doesn’t claim 
to be an over-the-top gay-rights supporter.

“I just see myself as an umpire who happens 
to be gay,” he said. 

Billy Bean, a gay former major league player 
who was hired this year as the MLB Ambassa-
dor for Inclusion, said Scott’s courage in com-
ing forward is “a milestone event for all sports 
fans.”

Bean noted that the 2015 season “is going 

to be especially important, as it will allow us to 
see a true professional at the top of his sport 
who felt safe and secure enough to disclose his 
sexuality. He becomes a leader, and he will be 
looked up to by many. It is vital for us to sup-
port his decision, and allow him to go about 
his job just as he always has.”

Bean added, “For other gays in sports, we 
are lucky to have Dale set an example for us 
to follow. He will surely be held to a higher 
standard, but I am 100 percent certain he is up 
to the task. The more positive images we see, 
the easier it will be for the next person who 
is ready to come forward. Until then, it is our 
responsibility to keep the conversation moving 
forward and make sure all athletes, regardless 
of their diversity, feel they have a fair chance 
to make their dreams come true.”

Off the field
 It was a Monday in October 1986 when Scott 
went to a gay bar in Portland, Oregon, with a 
friend of his. Scott was planning to move there 
from Eugene and the bar, CC Slaughters, which 
is still open, was relatively quiet that night. 
 Rausch was also there, along with a friend of 
his.
 Rausch and Scott talked, and Rausch told 
Scott that, the next day, he should go to the 
restaurant where Rausch was working.
 Scott did, and they have been partners ever 
since.
 Rausch, 51, is an artist who formerly had his 
own catering business and also co-owned a 
bar-restaurant.
 They were married in November 2013.
 “I joke that we had a 27-year engagement,” 
Scott said. “It meant a lot [to get married; it], 
was a milestone.
 “You never know when you’re going to meet 
that significant other; that was the last thing 
on my mind that night, a relationship, and yet 
that’s what happened.”
 Scott admitted that he never envisioned on 
that 1986 night that their relationship would 
still be alive and strong 28 years later. “I’m 
thankful and thrilled that it’s worked out that 
way,” he said.
 Scott said he is well aware of Chicago’s gay 
scene, particularly the Boystown section of 
Lake View, which is minutes away from Wrigley 
Field, home of the Chicago Cubs.
 “There have been numerous times when I 
worked a game at Wrigley [Field] and then met 
friends a few blocks away in Boystown,” he 
said. “I’ve been to that video bar … Sidetrack. 
And also been to Roscoe’s. 
 “I’ve been to a few of the establishments in 
Boystown over the years. Chicago is one of the 
greatest cities we go to. In fact, I think if you 
took a poll of all 74 major league umpires, Chi-
cago would overwhelmingly be the favorite city 
… the food, the shopping, the Miracle Mile—
it’s just a great city.”
 And that comes from one of the umpires, not 
just the gay umpire.

Michael Sam doc
on OWN Dec. 27
 OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network will air the ex-
clusive documentary Michael Sam on Saturday, 
Dec. 27 (9-10:30 p.m. ET/PT).  
 The 90-minute documentary follows the life 
of Sam, who made history when he became 
the first openly gay football player drafted 
into the NFL. The documentary was originally 
announced as a multi-part series, but became 
a 90-minute documentary when shooting was 
postponed to allow Sam to focus on football.
 Following the documentary special, Oprah 
Winfrey will speak with Sam—in his first 
television interview since being cut from the 
NFL—on a special episode of Oprah Prime.
 For more information, visit Oprah.com.

Dale Scott makes history as gay MLB umpire

Out umpire Dale Scott (left) with now-former Chicago white Sox manager Ozzie Guillen. 
Photo courtesy of Scott
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