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‘Black lives Matter’
protests continue 

poWer Men  

By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Responding to the recent New York and Missouri grand-jury deci-
sions not to indict in the killings of Eric Garner and Michael Brown, 
over 200 Christians, Muslims and Jews of all ages and races from 
communities across Chicago converged at Water Tower Place in the 
early afternoon of Dec. 7. 

Three days earlier, during an interview with CBS Chicago, re-
nowned activist Father Michael Pfleger issued a call to commu-
nities of faith to unify and speak out. Members from St. James 
Episcopal Cathedral, Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago Sinai 
Congregation, Holy Name Cathedral, LaSalle Street Church and 
Shambhala Center responded holding signs declaring Black Lives 
Matter, while engaging in a solemn reading of the names of Black 
men who have been killed as a result of excessive police force and 
prayer following a peaceful march across a one-block radius of the 
Magnificent Mile all under the eyes of Chicago Police Department 
(CPD) officers. 

charles stephens and stevens talk about Black Gay Genius, a book on the life of the late african-american activist Joseph Beam (left). also, country-music 
singer ty herndon (middle) discusses his recent coming-out as well as his music and the ex-wives who knew he was gay. lastly, Windy city times profiles out 
soccer player robbie rogers, who once played with the chicago fire. Photo of Beam from the book Black Gay Genius; Pr photo of herndon; and photo of rogers 
courtesy of the chicago fire
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rev. Vicky curtiss of the fourth Presbyterian church of chicago at a Walk for Justice dec. 7. 
Photo by Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer
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protests continue 

poWer Men  

By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Responding to the recent New York and Missouri grand-jury deci-

sions not to indict in the killings of Eric Garner and Michael Brown, 

over 200 Christians, Muslims and Jews of all ages and races from 

communities across Chicago converged at Water Tower Place in the 

early afternoon of Dec. 7. 

Three days earlier, during an interview with CBS Chicago, re-
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men who have been killed as a result of excessive police force and 

prayer following a peaceful march across a one-block radius of the 

Magnificent Mile all under the eyes of Chicago Police Department 

(CPD) officers. 

charles stephens and stevens talk about Black Gay Genius, a book on the life of the late african-american activist Joseph Beam (left). also, country-music 

singer ty herndon (middle) discusses his recent coming-out as well as his music and the ex-wives who knew he was gay. lastly, Windy city times profiles out 
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rev. Vicky curtiss of the fourth Presbyterian church of chicago at a Walk for Justice dec. 7. 

Photo by Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

According to Palm Center Director Aaron Bel-
kin, the door to open transgender service in 
the United States military has been partially 
unlocked. 

A report authored by Palm Center Legal Co-
Director Diane Mazur and released in Novem-
ber detailed an Aug. 5, 2014, Department of 
Defense (DoD) action that “weakens the pro-
hibition against transgender personnel in mili-
tary service and requires reassessment of the 
policy.”

While transgender service members had faced 
barriers in terms of both enlisting and remain-
ing in the military spelled out in antiquated 
and —in one case—offensive vocabulary, Ma-
zur wrote that the DoD now takes “no position 
on which specific conditions should be disqual-
ifying for continued military service.” 

As far as the Pentagon is concerned, the ban 
remains in effect. However, the potential now 
exists for the 15,500 trans* and gender non-
conforming men and women already in the mil-
itary not to run afoul of the retention portion 
of it that had forced them to remain invisible 
even after the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
(DADT) four years ago. 

In a Nov. 26 press release, retired General 
and Flag Officers, including Lieutenant General 
Claudia Kennedy, Major General Vance Coleman, 
and Rear Admiral Jamie Barnett issued a joint 
statement “showing that the Army, Air Force, 
and Navy/Marines have failed to comply with 
new Defense Department rules on transgender 
personnel.”

“There has been a huge change in the rules 
that is more likely to have an impact sooner 
rather than later,” Belkin explained. “Before 
Aug. 5, the retention prohibition was spelled 
out both in Defense Department-wide regula-
tions but also in service specific [Army, Air 
Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy] regu-
lations. On August 5, the department-wide 
regulation was modified in critical ways: the 
retention regulation no longer bans service by 
transgender personnel. It also no longer re-
quires the services to ban them. If the services 
want to ban someone, they have to show that 
the condition compromises fitness for duty or 
deployment.”

However, Belkin added that—even though 
the DoD exclusion has been eliminated—the 
individual services still retain their transgender 
ban. “The service regulations are out of com-
pliance with the Defense Department regula-
tions,” he said. “To use an analogy, federal law 
and state law are not required to be consistent 
but state law cannot violate federal law. It’s 
the same with the Defense Department. [The 
services] cannot violate departmental regula-
tions.”

Fiona Dawson is the host and producer of 
TransMilitary—a series of documentaries that 
viscerally tell the stories of transgender service 
members remaining on active duty and in hid-
ing. 

“I think it’s another step forward,” Dawson 
said. “These Palm Center studies are prov-
ing what we already know—the outdated 
policies that are decades behind the curve of 
other strong nations are really discrimination. 
[Transgender people] are perfectly capable of 
honorably serving in the US military.” 

Belkin cautioned that there is still a long 
way to go in removing the ban completely. 
“Imagine that there’s a door locked with three 
deadbolts,” he said. “The Pentagon got rid of 
one of the deadbolts and loosened the second. 
Enlistment regulations are still in effect. As far 
as retention goes, I suppose that if a service 
member was fired for being transgender, they 
could make a legal claim that they’re being 
fired under a rule that’s no longer valid, but it 
will be a very difficult and expensive fight to 
win. The door is still locked but it will be easier 

to pry that door open sooner rather than later.”
As a storyteller, Dawson is witnessing first-

hand the results of the ban on those still ob-
scured by that door. “One story I am follow-
ing right now is of a trans* guy who has been 
deployed,” she said. “His enlisting paperwork 
states female and he has been serving for 
about five years. He is valued in his job enough 
that the handful of people who are completely 
aware of his situation are empowering him to 
continue to serve. But, every day, he risks one 
person suddenly deciding that there’s a prob-
lem and he loses everything. He has family that 
support him and are proud of him. There are 
other family members who are also serving in 
the US military and it is shocking to them that 
one son can serve and another can’t simply be-
cause of sex assigned at birth.” 

According to Belkin, President Obama’s 
choice of Ashton Carter as a replacement to 
outgoing Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel 
changes the situation very little, despite Ha-
gel’s statement in May 2014 that the ban “con-
tinually should be reviewed.”

“This policy is owned by the President,” Ha-
gel said. “It’s not about who is Secretary of 
Defense, the action is in whether the President 
of the United States believes in discrimination 
or in the military core values of integrity for 
anyone who wants to serve.”

Marriage in florida
may start Jan. 5
 Also in Florida, same-sex couples throughout 
the state could begin marrying next month, af-
ter a federal appeals court ruled that a stay in 
the state’s gay-marriage ban case will be lifted 
at the end of the day Jan. 5, TampaBay.com 
reported. 
 A three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta rejected a request 
from Florida’s secretaries of health and man-
agement services and the clerk of the court 
in Florida’s Washington County to extend the 
stay. A federal judge based in Tallahassee ruled 
in August that the state’s gay-marriage ban is 
unconstitutional, but stayed his decision until 
Jan. 5 to give the state time to appeal.
 “We are thrilled that the 11th Circuit has de-
nied the state’s request to delay marriages in 
Florida. Every day of delay is another day of 
harm experienced by thousands of loving and 
committed same-sex couples in Florida. Now 
it’s time to break out the wedding bells,” said 
Nadine Smith, CEO of Equality Florida. “Florida 
is ready for the freedom to marry!” 

door partially unlocked
to trans* military service

aaron Belkin. Photo by Gretchen rachel 
Blickensderfer

The U.S. Department of Labor announced 
a final rule to implement President Obama’s 
July executive order that bans federal con-
tractors and subcontractors from discrimi-
nating based on gender identity and sexual 
orientation.

Several pro-LGBT groups applauded the de-
velopment.

Pride at Work Executive Director Jerame 
Davis said, “At Pride at Work, we welcome 
this long-awaited change to federal con-
tractor employment policy. The issuance of 
this rule is the final step to enact President 
Obama’s executive order extending anti-dis-
crimination protections to the employees of 
companies that do business with the federal 
government and with it, more than a quarter 
of the nation’s workforce will be covered.

“Pride at Work reaffirms its call for Con-
gress to pass a clean, comprehensive LGBT 
anti-discrimination bill and reasserts that, 
even with these rules and laws in place, 
the added protection of a union contract is 
a necessary and vital part protecting LGBT 
workers.”

National Center for Transgender Equality 
Executive Director Mara Keisling said in a 
statement, “We are pleased that the admin-
istration has taken this next step and we’re 
eager to continue working with them to 
clarify more and more in every possible way 
that job discrimination against transgender 
people is illegal always and everywhere-re-
gardless of where the worker lives and what 
kind of employer they have.”

Laura W. Murphy, director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union Washington Legislative 
Office, said, “The publication of this rule is 
another landmark moment in the ongoing 

fight for workplace dignity and fairness for 
LGBT Americans. These critical, long-overdue 
protections—covering approximately 20 
percent of the entire labor force—build on 
a bipartisan tradition dating back over 70 
years of prohibiting taxpayer-funded dis-
crimination.”

Rev. Darlene Nipper, deputy executive 
director of the National LGBTQ Task Force, 
stated, “This is huge and its impact will be 
enormous. Millions of LGBTQ employees will 
have the strong protections against discrimi-
nation they deserve. It means that families 
will experience more of the peace-of-mind 
that economic security brings. We thank 
President Obama, Labor Secretary Perez, and 
Office of Federal Contract Compliance Pro-
grams Director Shiu for delivering on this 
promise to LGBTQ employees.

Freedom to Work President Tico Almeida 
zeroed in on one particular company, saying, 
“Today’s Labor Department regulations start 
a 120-day countdown clock for ExxonMobil, 
the most anti-gay corporation in America, to 
completely reverse [its] anti-LGBT workplace 
policies or face losing hundreds of millions 
of dollars in federal contracts next year.

“While our litigation against Exxon is cur-
rently before the Illinois Human Rights De-
partment, the oil giants failure to change 
their policies opens them put to new legal 
complaints based on President Obama’s lat-
est executive order. As we look to settle our 
case, we call on Labor Secretary Tom Perez 
to help ensure that ExxonMobil adequately 
amends its Standards of Business Conduct 
and does away with its notorious and offen-
sive anti-LGBT workplace policies and prac-
tices.”

lGBT groups on
sec’y nomination
 The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) re-
sponded to the nomination of Ashton Carter 
as secretary of defense in light of the chal-
lenges that remain for full LGBT equality in 
the U.S. military. 
 In a statement, HRC Government Affairs 
Director David Stacy said, “While there has 
been a tremendous amount of progress made 
in the Armed Forces over the past several 
years starting with the repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell’, transgender service members 
are still forced to serve in silence because 
of outdated regulations. There is no valid 
reason for this to continue. Once confirmed, 
Ashton Carter should address this expedi-
tiously.”
 The pro-gay American Military Partner As-
sociation (AMPA) also issued a statement. 
“We congratulate Ashton Carter on his nomi-
nation and look forward to working with 
him on the challenges that remain for LGBT 
service members and their families once he 
is confirmed,” said AMPA President Ashley 
Broadway. 
 

afC announces 18
grant recipients
 The AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) has 
announced 18 award recipients of its 2014 
Challenge Grants, a legacy program that 
awards financial support to organizations 
that are making a difference in the HIV epi-
demic and the lives of people living with the 
virus in Illinois. 
 A combined total of $220,000 was awarded 
among the receiving organizations. This year, 
funding was determined based on four cat-
egories: Community Mobilization, Strength-
ening Communities & Reducing Health Dis-
parities, Integration of Service Systems and 
Improving Outcomes at Every Stage of HIV 
Care.

 The recipients are  AIDS Legal Council 
of Chicago; Alexian Brothers Housing and 
Health Alliance; Care2Prevent at the Uni-
versity of Chicago; Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago/Lake County Stands 
Against Stigma Coalition Enhancement; Chi-
cago House & Social Service Agency; FCAN; 
Heartland Health Outreach; Hektoen Insti-
tute for Medical Research/City-Wide Ado-
lescent Sexual Health Roundtable; Howard 
Brown Health Center; LAF; McDermott Center 
(Haymarket); New Age Services Corporation; 
Open Door Clinic; Planned Parenthood of Il-
linois; Puerto Rican Cultural Center—Vida/
SIDA/MSM Taskforce; The CORE Foundation/
Step Up Get Tested Plus; The Night Ministry; 
and TPA Network.

Trans woman killed
while seeking help
 Los Angeles police are searching for the 
person who shot a transgender woman to 
death as she banged on the front door of a 
residence for help, according to The Huffing-
ton Post. 
 Deshawnda Bradley, 21—also known as 
Tata and Deshawnda Sanchez—was shot 
around 4 a.m. on Dec. 3. Police said they 
were investigating whether the killing was a 
hate crime.
 Rev. Darlene Nipper, deputy executive di-
rector at the Task Force, said in a statement, 
“The National LGBTQ Task Force is outraged 
by the murder of Deshawnda Sanchez and 
the ongoing homicides targeting transgender 
women of color taking place throughout the 
nation. This year alone, 12 transgender Afri-
can-American and Latina women have been 
murdered—and there seems to be no end in 
sight to these ongoing tragedies.” 
 Earlier this year, the National LGBTQ Task 
Force launched #StopTransMurders, a public 
education campaign to raise the voices of 
transgender activists and allies working to 
end anti-transgender violence.

federal contractors banned from bias
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By carrie MaxWell

Timothy J. (Tim) Mitchell, 49, former Chicago 
Park District chief and Mayor Richard M. Daley 
aide, died Dec. 3 of natural causes. Mitchell 
was a gay man, but that fact was not widely 
known to the general public.
 Political consultant Tom Elliot relayed Mitch-
ell’s death to Windy City Times.
 Mitchell was born Jan. 17, 1965, in Chicago 
and grew up in the Mount Greenwood neigh-
borhood. A graduate of Brother Rice High 
School, Mitchell got his start in politics while 
still in school as a member of student govern-
ment. He attended Loyola University, earning a 
bachelors of science degree in political science.
 Mitchell is survived by his fraternal twin 
brother Tom (Karen) and nephews Ryan and 
Jimmy. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents Tom (football coach at Brother Rice High 
School) and Mariann Mitchell.
 As CEO and Superintendent of the Chicago 
Park District from 2004 to 2011, Mitchell was 
the driving force behind many park improve-
ments. Mitchell was also instrumental in the 
creation of the Center on Halsted (the Center). 
To ensure that the Center could be built Mitch-
ell sold the land—which was the property of 
the Chicago Park District—for $1.7 million, 
less than its assessed $5 million value, because 
the Center did environmental mitigation, ac-
cording to Center CEO Modesto Valle.

A longtime Daley aide, Mitchell began his ca-
reer as Managing Deputy Commissioner of the 
Department of Human Services in 1989 and in 
1998 he became the First Deputy Commissioner 
of the Department of General Services and was 
promoted to Commissioner the following year. 

Just prior to his stint at the Chicago Park Dis-
trict, Mitchell worked in the Mayor’s office as 
Chief of Infrastructure and Operations.

Mitchell received the Kathy Osterman Award 
for public service in 1994. He also served as a 
board member of the City Parks Alliance, the 
Parkways Foundation, Lincoln Park Zoo, the Art 
Institute of Chicago, After School Matters, the 
Boys and Girls Town of Chicago, Gateway Green, 
Ravenswood Park Townhome Association, Spe-
cial Children’s Charities and Neighborspace. 
Mitchell was also the World Commissioner rep-
resenting North America for the International 
Federation of Parks and Recreation and nation-
al co-chairman of the National Recreation and 
Parks Association. 

“He was a behind-the-scenes guy, but a per-
son to go and get things done,” said 44th Ward 
Ald. Tom Tunney. “He was the link between the 
city and Chicago Public Schools in making sure 
that the 23rd Police District station remained 
at Addison and Halsted, which is extremely vi-
tal to the LGBT community and the Lakeview 
community at large.”

“Tim and I were friends for over 20 years,” 
said Ken Meyer, longtime friend and Daley ad-
ministration alumni. “He was such a wonderful 
person with a big smile. When he would walk 
into a room he would know about 50 percent 
of the people but he wouldn’t be happy until 
he knew at least 65 percent of the people by 
the time he left. He was a listener whose sole 
professional goal was to find solutions to prob-
lems that arose while working for the city. His 
accomplishments at the Chicago Park District 
provided many Chicagoans with fantastic park 
facilities in the neighborhoods and along the 
lakefront. He was especially proud of bringing 

Lollapalooza to Chicago, transforming North-
erly Island into a natural green space, creat-
ing neighborhood play lots across the city and 
modernizing the Kathy Osterman Beach House 
(Hollywood Beach). He was always in work 
mode. Even if it was in the middle of the night 
he felt like he needed to go out and check on 

park district property after particularly damag-
ing storms.”

“I’ve known Tim for a very long time both 
personally and professionally. He was a very 
dedicated person especially to the city of Chi-
cago and making sure the citizen’s got their 
money’s worth,” said John Doerrer, a longtime 
friend and co-worker. “Most folks don’t realize 
how much he did to make Mayor Daley’s vision 
come to fruition especially the reconstruction 
of the lakefront. Chicagoans will never realize 
the extent to which he made this city more liv-
able. He loved watching kids play in the very 
parks he helped realize.” 

“Tim had a big heart and was incredibly gen-
erous and loyal to everyone he met. He was 
loved dearly by anyone who had the privilege 
of being his friend or working with him,” said 
friend and former co-worker Sheila O’Grady. 
“He was a great public servant and exceptional 
manager. He ran a very large, complex public 
agency—the Park District—during a difficult 
financial period. Tim did this while keeping the 
budget in the black while never once raising 
property taxes and at the same time managed 
to increase parklands and programming at a 
time when other cities and agencies across the 
country were reeling from the economic down-
turn. He took his responsibilities very serious-
ly. Tim was the best.  He was an amazing leader 
with great vision who loved Chicago.”

“Tim was a huge part of the city for many 
years. When we did the deal to bring Lol-
lapalooza to the city Tim didn’t see just see 
Lollapalooza he saw it as an opportunity for 
the city to create a great cultural opportunity. 
Without him Lollapalooza wouldn’t exist,” said 
Charlie Jones, co-founder of c3 Presents (which 
produces Lollapalooza). “He was a great friend 
and we’ll miss him.”

“My first year in Chicago he picked me up in 
an Uber Cadillac with backstage VIP tickets to 
Lollapalooza,” said Elliot. “We all had an amaz-
ing time together.”

Services are pending.

longtime city official
Tim Mitchell dies

tim Mitchell.
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By ross forMan
 
After months of planning, Temple Sholom’s 
LGBT group—known as Am Keshet, which 
translated from Hebrew, is “people of the rain-
bow”—launches a series of three stand-alone 
sessions about the Holocaust and its impact on 
the LGBT community.
 “Overlapping Triangles: Hidden Stories of 
the Holocaust” kicks off Thursday, Dec. 11, 
with a viewing of the film Paragraph 175 and 
an interactive discussion about forgotten vic-
tims of Nazism. The event starts at 7:30 p.m. 
at Temple Sholom, 3480 N. Lake Shore Dr., in 
Chicago’s Lake View neighborhood. (Paragraph 
175 dates back to 1871 and made gay acts in 
Germany between men a crime.)
 The second session will be Jan. 12, focusing 
on the many communities and groups persecut-
ed by the Nazis. Lastly, on Jan. 27, there will 
be a discussion about the future of Holocaust 
education.
 Chicago resident Danny M. Cohen—a Holo-
caust scholar, educator and author who is mar-
ried to Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherka-
sov—will speak Dec. 11. An assistant professor 
of instruction at Northwestern University and 
the Crown Family Center for Jewish and Israel 
Studies, Cohen teaches Holocaust Memory, Ho-
locaust Pedagogy and the Design of Human 
Rights programs. He was appointed by current 
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn to the Illinois Holocaust 
and Genocide Commission, was a faculty fellow 
of the Auschwitz Jewish Center and is a global 
justice fellow of the American Jewish World 
Service. 
 Cohen and Cherkasov were married at Temple 
Sholom in 2006.

 Edwards Buice, 51, who lives in Bucktown, 
works as a flight attendant for American Air-
lines and has been partnered with Frank Buttit-
ta, 56, for the past nine years. Buice is also 
the co-chairman and founder of Am Keshet at 
Temple Sholom. Andrew Simmons is the other 
co-chair and founder of Am Keshet.
 Buice met Cohen about a year ago, and they 
first discussed a one-session event around the 
Holocaust and how the LGBT community was 
impacted. It quickly grew to a three-session 

series that, Buice stressed, will be interactive, 
free and open to all Chicagoans, regardless of 
sexual orientation and religious affiliation.
 According to the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum, between 1933 and 1945, po-
lice arrested an estimated 100,000 men as ho-
mosexuals. Most of the 50,000 men sentenced 
by the courts spent time in regular prisons, 
and between 5,000 and 15,000 were interned 
in concentration camps. There are no known 
statistics for the number of homosexuals who 
died in the camps.
 There are no known LGBT survivors of the Ho-
locaust still living, Buice said he learned from 
Cohen.

 “Even though Temple Sholom is a Jewish or-
ganization, we want to be a part of the whole 
[LGBT] community and we thought this discus-
sion would be of interest,” Buice said. “It’s ex-
tremely important, especially for the younger 
generation, to understand that what we have 
achieved today was built through the suffer-
ings and by those in the past who pushed the 
door open.
 “Our story needs to be continuously told.”
 Buice added, “We want people to bring their 
thoughts, their questions, and let’s build a 
dialogue, talk about this subject, build for the 
future.”

“We are here as people of faith gathered to 
raise our voices with and for those who are 
not being heard,” Mission at the Fourth Pres-
byterian Church of Chicago Associate Pastor 
the Rev. Vicki Curtiss asserted. “We are not 

here to vilify or confront the police. We are 
here to protest the killings of Black unarmed 
males that has become sanctioned violence 
in our country. We’re responding to a justice 
system that is not working, to the inequali-
ties of our times, to the plight of those in 
poverty, to the fear that our brothers and 
sisters of color deal with every day.”

Rabbi David Levinsky of the Chicago Si-
nai Congregation told Windy City Times that 
prejudice against all groups of people—in-
cluding the LGBTQ community—needs to be 
highlighted. “It’s both overt and subliminal,” 
he said. “If the events of the past two weeks 
draw attention to the fact that this kind of 
prejudice is still very much a part of our so-
ciety, generating violence and that there are 
groups of people who want to respond to it, 
I think that’s a small step forward.” 

Fourth Presbyterian Church elder Betty 
Hutchison had a response to those using 
more overt generalities in order to defend 
police violence. “I have heard that some 
people say ‘well, Blacks are engaged in crime 
so naturally they’re getting arrested all the 
time, so they’re the ones who get shot’,” she 

told the crowd. “In my immediate family, 
starting with my father over 70 years ago 
and continuing with my husband, sons, my 
grandsons; every single one of them has had 
an encounter with a white policeman. It is 
not a crime problem. It is a perception prob-
lem.” 

Joining the demonstrators was 7th District 
Cook County Commissioner and 2015 Chicago 
mayoral candidate Jesus “Chuy” Garcia.

“There isn’t a relationship between com-
munity residents and police; there’s lots of 
distrust,” he told Windy City Times. “I think 
there’s also a structural problem in terms of 
the criminal justice system and that’s why 
these incidents have occurred all over the 
country. We should not let Eric Garner’s 
death end with a grand jury’s incomprehen-
sible decision not to file charges. I think the 
people gathered here from across the city 
and in cities all over the country is that re-
solve that there’s a better way and we need 
to struggle for greater justice and equality in 
the treatment of people everywhere.”

Garcia also leveled criticisms at incumbent 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “The strategies to re-
duce violence in the city have been a failure, 
the police are also understaffed,” he said. 
“The critical part of it is that there needs to 
be an improved relationship between com-
munity residents and police. There’s a lack of 
trust and incidents like [this] will continue 
to happen unless you have authentic com-
munity policing.”

ed Ward of MoVe dec. 5 during a protest in the loop. Picture by tim carroll Photography
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report: new hiv
diagnoses in
Chicago falling
By Matt siMonette

A surveillance report that the Chicago Depart-
ment of Public Health (CDPH) released Dec. 1 
said that new HIV diagnoses in the city con-
tinue to decline from year to year, with 1,091 
new diagnoses in 2013, down 41 percent from 
the peak of 1,857 reported diagnoses in 2001.

The report contains further positive news: 
Eight of 10 newly diagnosed adults were linked 
to care within three months of their diagno-
sis, and, among newly diagnosed individuals in 
care, 80 percent of those prescribed antiretro-
viral therapy achieved viral suppression.

“When it comes to the continuum of HIV 
care, Chicago fairs significantly better than the 
rest of the nation,” wrote CDPH Commissioner 
Bechara Choucair. “In Chicago, we estimate 
that over half (54 percent) received HIV medi-
cal care in 2011, that is compared to only 40 
percent nationally. Additionally, we fair better 
than the nation in the percentage of those 

found to be on ART and those who are virally 
suppressed.”

In 2013, male-to-male sexual contact re-
mained the leading mode of transmission, 
leading to 75 percent of new infections. Up-
town and Edgewater had the highest average 
HIV-infection diagnosis rates with 132.2 cases 
per 100,000 individuals and 100.8 cases per 
100,000 individuals, respectively. Uptown and 
Edgewater also had the highest prevalence 
rates in the city, with 2,372 cases per 100,000 
individuals) and 2,360.2 cases per 100,000 in-
dividuals respectively. Thirty-nine percent of 
new diagnoses in 2013 were between the ages 
of 20-29.

Black individuals continue to bear the brunt 
of the epidemic. The rate of new HIV diagno-
ses in African-American Chicagoans—64 cases 
per 100,000 individuals—was more than twice 
that of Hispanics (28.1 per 100,000) or Cauca-
sians (28 per 100,000).

Twenty-four percent of new HIV diagno-
ses were diagnosed with AIDS within 12 
months.  

The complete report is at http://bit.
ly/12Qlrd5.

http://www.leobachrachjewelers.com
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By carrie MaxWell

Although the Salvation Army has made an ef-
fort to reach out to the LGBT community over 
the past year, problems still persist, according 
to activists.
 The problems stem from the international 
scope of the organization and the fact that 
each territory of the Salvation Army U.S. op-
erates with some autonomy. Some locations 
only have facilities that separate people based 
on their gender and this impacts who can and 
can’t have access to the Salvation Army’s shel-
ters and housing programs.
 This past spring the Carr P. Collins Social Ser-
vice Center shelter in Dallas provided Jodielynn 
Wiley, a trans* woman, with emergency shelter. 
However, when she interviewed for the transi-
tional housing program she was told that she 
was disqualified. According to news reports, 
Wiley claims she was told she was disqualified 
since, when asked by a caseworker whether 
she’d had gender-affirming surgery, she told 
them that she hadn’t. Wiley contends that the 
caseworker changed her story saying that there 
was a waiting list for the program. 
 “The shelter in Dallas felt they did everything 
they could to help Ms. Wiley. The fact that she 
was not provided transitional housing, had 
nothing to do with her being transgender. It 
was an issue of vacancy,” said Jennifer Byrd, 
Salvation Army U.S. director of communica-
tions.
 “She stayed at the Salvation Army shelter 
long beyond the normal allotted time. It was 
when she was going to be moving into per-
manent housing situation that the situation 
arose,” said Lt. Col. Ron Busroe, Salvation Army 
National community relations and development 
secretary. “It wasn’t that the Salvation Army 

told her that she couldn’t go into the perma-
nent housing facility it was the fact that other 
women would be staying there so that’s what 
created the conflict. I’m not saying that there 
isn’t a problem. The issue is the other clients 
who would be staying in the same housing fa-
cility since there aren’t individual bathrooms.”
 “Questions regarding gender-affirmation sur-
gery aren’t included in the questions case work-
ers ask at the Dallas facility and shouldn’t ever 
be included,” said Blake Fetterman, director of 
operations at the Carr P. Collins Social Service 
Center. Fetterman noted that any breech of 
their own nondiscrimination policy has been 
investigated internally and they found that the 
staff didn’t express to Wiley that she wasn’t 
eligible for housing services due to her surgery 
status. Fetterman noted that the city closed 
out the Fair Housing complaint filed by Wiley 
with a finding that reasonable cause didn’t ex-
ist to show that discrimination had occurred.
 “There is no national policy related to trans-
gender people. In all HUD-funded projects [the 
federal Dept. of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment] we do adhere to their guidelines,” said 
Busroe. “In areas where there is only dormitory 
style housing we may not be able to accom-
modate transgender clients due to the safety 
of those clients.” 
 “We operate family shelters here. Our shelters 
house family units however they self identify 
as a family unit,” said Scott Justvig, Salvation 
Army’s Chicago Metropolitan Division executive 
director of development and communications. 
“The rooms are self contained and include a 
bathroom so the family unit can stay together 
and feel safe.”
 Justvig noted that as far as he is aware there 
isn’t any discrimination against the LGBT com-
munity within the Chicago Metropolitan Divi-

sion of the Salvation Army.
 The Salvation Army has had a rocky relation-
ship with the LGBT community in the past. 
However, the organization seems to be shifting 
in an LGBT-friendly direction, at least within 
the United States. The organization added an 
LGBT-specific page to its website last year, 
“The Salvation Army and the LGBT Commu-
nity” (http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/
nodiscrimination). The page outlines the ways 
the organization is LGB friendly, however, it 
doesn’t specifically state how trans* people 
are treated when they seek shelter nor does 
it state anything about gender identity as it 
relates to hiring practices.
 “What prompted it was the fact that over the 
past few years there’s been a lot of informa-
tion about the Salvation Army discriminating 
against people from the LGBT community on 
social media and we really weren’t responding 
to that,” said Busroe. “It was growing expo-
nentially every year so I felt like we needed to 
say this is who we are so that’s why we did it.”
 “In local communities we are working with 
the LGBT community on how we can better 
serve people from the LGBT community who 
present themselves to the Salvation Army for 
services,” said Busroe. “Specifically relating 
to the transgender community we are working 
in communities across the country on how we 
address this, work through this and be more 
sensitive to the needs of the transgender com-
munity.”

 How does this shift in policy translate inter-
nationally since the Salvation Army operates in 
countries that aren’t LGBT-friendly?
 In an email to Windy City Times, Salvation 
Army International Communications and Liter-
ary Secretary Major John Murray said, “The Sal-
vation Army operates in 126 countries world-
wide. Each territory operates independently 
within the context of local laws and govern-
ment policy. Regardless of where we minister, 
all people are served with compassion and 
grace just as Jesus Christ did. Today, Salvation 
Army territories are regulated by international 
operating policies administered through the 
organization’s International Headquarters in 
London, UK. The Salvation Army understands 
that every country we operate in is unique 
and has different laws and regulations regard-
ing the LGBT community. The Salvation Army 
is respectful of the cultures and laws in the 
countries where we minister. Unfortunately, 
the reality is that The Salvation Army works 
in countries that are not friendly towards LGBT 
people or don’t recognize the LGBT community 
at all. With this in mind, The Salvation Army is 
committed to serving all people in need, with 
love and compassion, while adhering to the 
laws of each country.” 
 “Discrimination of any kind is inconsistent 
with our mission statement and we certainly 
want to deal with it,” said Busroe. “If you 
feel like you’ve been discriminated against we 
would like you to get in contact with us.”

salvation army’s
lGBT stance improves—
yet problems persist

Page from salvation’s army website in 2013.

afC document
sums up prep costs
on marketplace
By Matt siMonette

AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) on Dec. 1 
released a document that summarizes what 
persons utilizing the Illinois Insurance Mar-
ketplace would have to pay in out-of-pocket 
expenses should they wish to access pre-
exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP.
 The PrEP intervention significantly reduces 
the risk of HIV infection by over 90 percent 
and is mostly available to consumers in the 
form of the medication known as Truvada. 
But Truvada’s high cost—its average whole-
sale price is about $1,530.90 a month, ac-
cording to AFC—and insurance coverage 
complications have been among the issues 
that have stifled PrEP’s widespread imple-
mentation.
 Most insurance companies cover Truvada’s 

use as PrEP, but many consumers are faced 
with high co-payments or deductibles when 
their physicians prescribe it. The medica-
tion’s manufacturer, Foster City, California-
based Gilead, will cover up to $300 of a pa-
tient’s co-payment, but even then leftover 
out-of-pocket expenses can be unmanage-
able.
 AFC’s document compiles formulary infor-
mation from Illinois carriers on the Mar-
ketplace, including Assurant, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Illinois, Coventry, IlliniCare, 
Health Alliance, Humana, Land of Lincoln 
and United Healthcare. It also provides on-
line listings of those companies’ individual 
formularies, so readers can verify up-to-date 
co-payment and deductible information on 
their own before choosing a plan.
 Open enrollment on the Illinois Insurance 
Marketplace lasts through Feb. 15, 2015.
 The document can be accessed at http://
www.aidschicago.org/resources/con-
tent/1/1/documents/afc-prep-marketplace-
coverage.pdf

Crys Matthews
$20 - 7:15 - Sat Jan 10th

$35 VIP 6:15 dinner with Crys & concert

Unitarian Church of Evanston
1330 Ridge Ave.  847-864-1330
crysmatthewsatuce.brownpapertickets.com

http://www.theleighgallery.com
http://www.crysmatthewsatuce.brownpapertickets.com


Dec. 10, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES8

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking STRIBILD. 
Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of 
lactic acidosis include feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual (not normal) 
muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after you 
take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breast-
feed. Do not breastfeed. 
HIV-1 can be passed to 
the baby in breast milk. 
Also, some medicines 
in STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

Ad Page 1
 PALIO Date: 10.21.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Stribild • File Name: 23164_pgiqdp_G_Drew_WindyCityTimes_fi .indd
Ad Size: 10.25” x 13.5” (Non-Bleed Newspaper Ad) 

Drew
Windy City Times

Ad Page 2
 PALIO Date: 10.21.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Stribild • File Name: 23164_pgiqdp_G_Drew_WindyCityTimes_fi .indd
Ad Size: 10.25” x 13.5” (Non-Bleed Newspaper Ad) 

Drew
Windy City Times



Dec. 10, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 9

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking STRIBILD. 
Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of 
lactic acidosis include feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual (not normal) 
muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after you 
take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breast-
feed. Do not breastfeed. 
HIV-1 can be passed to 
the baby in breast milk. 
Also, some medicines 
in STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

Ad Page 1
 PALIO Date: 10.21.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Stribild • File Name: 23164_pgiqdp_G_Drew_WindyCityTimes_fi .indd
Ad Size: 10.25” x 13.5” (Non-Bleed Newspaper Ad) 

Drew
Windy City Times

Ad Page 2
 PALIO Date: 10.21.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Stribild • File Name: 23164_pgiqdp_G_Drew_WindyCityTimes_fi .indd
Ad Size: 10.25” x 13.5” (Non-Bleed Newspaper Ad) 

Drew
Windy City Times



Dec. 10, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES10

Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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By Matt siMonette

Amara Enyia has been one of the lower-profile 
individuals in the race to unseat Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel in the city election in February. She’s 
never held public office, but she thinks that 
her extensive work in grassroots activism and 
public-policy consultation can bring new ideas 
to the fifth floor of City Hall.

Enyia, who has participated in several LGBT 
events over the past year, is currently execu-
tive director of the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce and is a consultant with ACE Municipal 
Partners, which largely specializes in work with 
small to mid-sized municipalities. Her cam-
paign has not been an easy one. She and sup-
porters have been taking part in community 
events and gatherings in order to get the word 
out for over a year. Her petitions were among 
those challenged the week of Dec. 1.

The candidate sat down with Windy City 
Times to discuss why she’s running for mayor 
and her vision for a city she says can be more 
unified by its citizens’ commonalities than 
their differences.

Windy city times: What prompted your de-
cision to run?  

Amara Enyia: Well, it’s a number of things. 
First and foremost, I think we’re at a unique 
opportunity as a city to really move in the right 
direction, that it really requires new leader-
ship. The issues that we face are urgent, and 
I think that the ideas that are going to move 
us forward have to come from people who are 
thinking outside of the box in terms of what 
this city needs, and are not afraid of challeng-
ing a system that we know in many ways does 
not serve the best interests of the public.

So, for me, it comes out of that sense of re-
sponsibility. I live in the community. I live in 
Garfield Park so I see the issues when I walk 
out of my house every day. It’s that sense of 
responsibility and that sense of urgency, with 
the need for new leadership.

Wct: you said the city needs ideas “out-
side the box.” What are some of your ideas 
that you see as being outside the box?

AE: When we talk about education, for ex-
ample, we’re talking about radically reimagin-
ing education and schooling. We talk about the 
need for an elected school board. We talk about 
what it looks like to have the arts and voca-
tional education in schools. What it looks like 
to have an education that’s not premised on 
over-testing children. What does it look like to 
have an administration that’s actually focused 
on the best interests of children? What does a 
school system look like [that’s] actually in the 
hands of educators and not corporate CEOs?

Economically, when we talk about forms of 
revenue, we talk about a public bank, which is 
a revolutionary idea when it comes to a city’s 
finances. We talk about worker-owned coop-
eratives as the viable kinds of job-creators and 
business-creators that we need. No one else is 
talking about these things. We’re pushing a fi-
nancial transaction tax because we believe that 
this is the time and the environment to make 
sure that all of our corporations and our finan-
cial sectors … [are] sharing the burden of mak-
ing sure that this city is healthy and grows. No 
one else is talking about these kinds of ideas 
and that’s something that has distinguished us 
from other candidates in this race.

Wct: you have a great deal of experience 
working in the public-policy arena as a con-
sultant and you worked with Mayor daley’s 
administration, but you haven’t held public 
office yet. What on your resume best quali-
fies you to be mayor?

AE: I think it’s everything on my resume. I 
think it is the diversity of experience and the 
type of experience—someone who has worked 
both at the top level of city government, which 
I have, who has worked across policy areas, so 
I was doing everything from food security to 
education to housing to violence prevention—
having that breadth of experience. But also 
[I am] someone who has had that grassroots 
experience. I’ve worked with—as the execu-
tive director of a couple of non-profits—grass-
roots community-based organizations and have 
served oftentimes as that bridge between the 
top-level policymakers and those of us who 
are on the ground doing the work, so that 
those policies are relevant to us, and not many 
elected officials can say that they have both of 
those vantage points.

I’ve also worked in the private sector. I’ve 
worked with mayors and city managers of other 
municipalities on policy issues. I’ve worked 
in academia. I think it’s about looking at the 
breadth and the quality of experience, and 
someone who has that diversity of experience. 
It’s not just about an ability to fundraise. I 
don’t think that qualifies you to be able to 
speak to, what are the issues that average 
Chicagoans face? What are the issues that the 
majority of Chicagoans face? People are look-
ing for leadership that understands them, and 
can empathize with their challenges, needs 
and desires.

Wct: Were you to win, you’d be contending 
with what is possibly one of the city’s great-
est financial challenges when the mandated 
contributions to the firefighters and police 
funds jump and potentially increase the 
city’s deficits significantly. What steps does 
the mayor need to take in order to protect 
the city’s balance sheet?

AE: The first thing the mayor needs to do is 
be honest and forthright about what that bal-
ance sheet looks like. In addition to bringing 
these new ideas to the table—financial trans-
actions tax, public bank and other revenue-
generating proposals—we have to be [discuss-
ing] what our city’s finances are. For example, 
no one is talking about that, because we’ve 
had these horrible policies, not just under this 
administration, but the previous administra-
tion before that, we are in a position where a 
property tax increase is almost inevitable. So 
what I have committed to, and what this cam-
paign has committed to, is to be honest with 
the people of Chicago. We’re not going to say 
that we are going to make the hard decisions 
but then kick the can down the road, which is 
what the current mayor has done.

We want to come out and say, because of 
the failed policies of the past, we are in a very 
difficult situation and here’s what we need to 
do to make sure that we can move forward. One 
of those things is unfortunately a property tax 
increase. The other is looking at what hap-
pened at CPS [Chicago Public Schools] and the 
misleading maneuverings that CPS has done to 
present a false picture of what their finances 
look like, and right now the solutions are so 
thin, because, instead of working on those so-
lutions, the mayor and the current administra-
tion have been doing so much to present a dif-
ferent picture, which is completely dishonest. 

I think we all know that there are difficult 
decisions that have to be made fiscally. The 
best way to handle it is, No. 1, to bring these 
new ideas that we’re talking about to the city 
of Chicago, about how to grow the economy—
worker-owned cooperatives, a public bank, 
financial transaction tax, workforce-develop-
ment investments—but also to be very hon-

est about what the state of our fiscal health 
is in the city, and that means being forthright 
about what taxes are needed to be increased 
immediately because we did not address these 
issues over the last four years or the … years 
before them.

Wct: can you speak about your idea for a 
public bank?

AE: So right now we are in debt to other fi-
nancial entities. I think when I last checked 
it was about $900 million. So the concept of 
a public bank is the notion of the bank as a 
public utility, a bank that works for the in-
terests of the city of Chicago. Its allegiance 
is to the taxpayers. What that means is, we 
have the money to invest our own dollars into, 
for example, extending lines of credit to small 
businesses, to extending for homeowners who 
want to get loans for homes and repairs on 
their buildings if you’re a landlord. These are 
the sorts of things that it’s very difficult to 
get private financing from traditional banking 
institutions.

The other [benefit] is infrastructure—having 
the money to execute infrastructure projects, 
[such as] our streets, our sewage systems, all 
those sorts of projects at low interest rates. 
Right now, the interest rates are sky high and, 
with that interest, the city never sees any of 
those dollars. We’re just paying it out to these 
other financial entities, so imagine if that in-
terest is actually recirculating back into our 
economy. It reduces the cost of these projects, 
but it also means that our money is recirculat-
ing back, which is in the interest of the public, 
the taxpayers.

This is something that has worked in North 
Dakota. They’ve found that the Bank of North 
Dakota is actually outperforming all of the Wall 
Street banks. It is something that has been 
done in Europe, so it exists and the model is 
there, it’s just a matter of pushing this idea for 
the city of Chicago.

Wct: do you think service cuts would be 
on the table?

AE: … What the current administration has 
done is, for example, closed 50 schools, closed 
six mental health clinics, and tell us that it’s to 
save money, and then we find out that in fact 
no money was saved. So, with the school clos-
ings, we actually spent more with maintaining 
the buildings and consultants. So there’s this 
false narrative presented that we have to have 
to do these service cuts. But we’re not getting 
anything in return. 

The way that we present what needs to hap-
pen is: Here are the services that the city of-
fers—public safety, infrastructure, our public 
education system. These are the things our 
taxpayers believe their tax dollars are going 
to pay for. Now we have to show them, what 
is our fiscal health? What does that landscape 
look like? We put it to the taxpayers to say, in 
light of where we are financially, what things 
should we cut? What you’ll find is, most people 

do not want their public safety budgets cut. 
they do not want money for schools cut. … 
Then the question becomes how to identify 
new sources of revenue to make sure that we 
don’t have to cut those vital services. This 
where talking about a property tax increase is 
much more amenable, because you’re thinking 
about, “Is it the quality of my schools or is it a 
higher property tax? Or a financial transaction 
tax?” Do we finally make sure that the finan-
cial sector is actually paying into the economy 
like everyone else? So now these ideas begin 
to gain traction.

Or we talk about other options, [such as] a 
tax on services. Illinois is one of the few states 
in the country that doesn’t tax services. This 
is a substantial form of revenue that we could 
use to plug some of the budget shortfall. So 
I think it’s less about saying, here’s what we 
have to cut. This is what the governor-elect 
is doing. This is what the current administra-
tion has done. It’s more about saying, “Here’s 
what the vital services are that we know are 
important to you. Here’s where we are finan-
cially. Here are the areas where we can possibly 
cut but here are the opportunities for revenue 
that can make sure that this doesn’t become 
something that is so painful for the taxpayers 
of this city.”

Wct: you speak of the inevitably of a 
property-tax increase, which, as you know, 
gives many chicagoans great anxiety. have 
you thought of the scope of an increase that 
might be necessary?

AE: We’ve been doing this analysis for months 
now. We have an excellent team of economists, 
people who analyze taxes both at the city-level 
and the state-level. The question is, what does 
that increase look like? Of course we want to 
make sure—I can’t say that it’s painless—that 
there’s as little pain as possible while under-
standing the reality of what needs to happen.

We know that it’s not politically popular and 
this is part of the reason why, for years, under 
every administration, they’ve said, “We didn’t 
raise property taxes.” Even in this 2015 bud-
get, we analyzed  that entire budget from start 
to finish. While the mayor and many of the 
aldermen were saying, “We didn’t raise prop-
erty taxes,” if you looked at all of the taxes 
that were increased, it essentially amounted to 
what a property tax increase would have looked 
like anyway. It’s that kind of dishonest politi-
cal maneuvering that I think actually does a 
disservice to the public because they need to 
know that we’re honest with them about what 
our financial status is, and they need to know 
that these are hard decisions, but we can do 
it together, in an honest and forthright way. 
That kind of language is refreshing to a city 
that has heard so much of, “We didn’t increase 
property taxes.” But everything else in my life 
has increased, so what’s the difference?

Wct: Mayor emanuel has faced much criti-
cism that his policies have exacerbated in-
come inequality in the city, widening the 
gap between rich and poor, and diminishing 
the strength of the middle-class. What are 
your thoughts on economic inequality and 
how would you seek to diminish it?

AE: Chicago is one of the top cities in terms 
of the gaps between those who are the highest 
earners and those who are at the bottom of the 
socio-economic spectrum. That has done noth-
ing but hurt the city. We’ve lost almost 200,000 
residents over 10 years. Many of those resi-
dents were from the South and West sides of 
the city, and they ended up moving out, largely 
because they could not find work. Their homes 
were foreclosed upon. Their communities are 
not safe. This is all a product of disinvestment 
of areas of the city for decades. The way we 
combat that is with investment.

It’s creating a growth economy. Right now 
we have a scarcity economy. We’re told, “This 
has to be cut because we don’t have enough 
money.” … We have to flip that paradigm 
to start thinking about, what does a growth 
economy look like, so a lot of the ideas that 
we’re putting forth are about, how do we grow 
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the economy so that people are earning more 
money naturally?

With our most recent proposal on worker-
owned cooperatives, we found that in New 
York, which has one of the largest cooperatives 
in the country, employees earn from $10-25 an 
hour, over just a few years. That’s their wage. 
They have more benefits. ... There’s so much 
debate over the minimum wage increase, but 
we’re not talking about the cost of living in-
creases in the city … [and] why, when the cost 
of tickets increases, how that disproportion-
ately hurts low-income and middle-income res-
idents. We’re not talking about how, when we 
privatize our public transportation, how that 
disproportionately affects those residents that 
rely on public transportation to get to work, 
because they don’t have a car and maybe they 
don’t want to have a car. … That’s something 
as a city we can address but we’re just not do-
ing it, because we don’t have leadership that 
sees it from that standpoint. We have leader-
ship that is more concerned with those who are 
politically connected and perhaps have the the 
finances to have political clout and influence 
in decision-making. I think that hurts our city.

Wct: What can the mayor do to stimulate 
job growth in the city?

AE: One of the biggest things that we have 
to do is invest in workforce development. We 
have to recognize what are our strengths as an 
economy, such as IT or health care. If we’re not 
developing a pipeline into those sectors, than 
we don’t have big tool that can attract, not 
only companies to locate here, but creation of 
jobs here.

One of the biggest planks of our platform is 
about small businesses, and making sure that 
entrepreneurs have a clear path to ownership, 
because we know that that strengthens the 
economy, especially in the neighborhoods. We 
know that small businesses actually tend to 
hire locally more often than the large corpora-
tions that the mayor is proud to say that we’ve 
attracted to downtown. A public bank helps fa-
cilitate the growth of small businesses.

Expanding worker-owned cooperatives means 
that more people are owners of businesses—
they’re making more money [and] hiring from 
the community. Those are the things that cre-
ate jobs. Then, when we have a labor force that 
is adequate with skills in manufacturing, con-
struction, IT or healthcare, then companies are 
looking to locate here because they want to 
hire, because our labor force is so high-quality. 
That’s what makes Chicago an attractive place. 
Those are the things that create jobs. It’s not 
just poaching a headquarters from the suburbs 
and claiming that we’ve created jobs. Who gets 
those jobs? Is it residents who get those jobs? 
Many times it’s not.

Wct: Just as income disparities take a toll 
on chicago, so do racial ones. Many chicago-
ans of color face over-policing and have dif-
ficulty accessing resources, such as school 
and public transportation, that are readily 
available to their fellow residents in other 
neighborhoods. What disparities that often 
fall along race lines do you see as being 
most significant, and what would you do to 
address them?

AE: The disparities that fall along race lines 
also fall along socio-economic lines. We’re see-
ing that so much in Chicago. We talked that for 
policing—this has been a huge issue nation-
ally. One of the lines of data that always sticks 
out to me is the number of stops [versus] the 
number of complaints that were filed—over 
10,000 cases, and the number carried forward, 
274. So you know that there is huge disparity 
when people are having these negative expe-
riences with the police. Who’s listening and 
is there any justice from their end? Are their 
complaints being taken seriously? We know 
that the likelihood of your being stopped if 
you’re an African-American is maybe 10 times 
the rate if you’re white. So we know that there 
are disparities in policing. The question is, 
what are we going to do about it? Do we have 

the courage to actually address the issue head 
on? What I’ve found is, that because it can 
a potentially contentious issue is that, many 
will shy away from it, or they’ll just ignore it 
and, maybe after the election, they’ll start to 
say something about it. But if they’re serious 
about addressing these disparities about race 
and class, we have to tackle them head on 
and we cannot be afraid to talk about police 
brutality, the disparities in who’s getting jobs 
[or] why one community has not seen any sig-
nificant investment for the last 40 years but 
we have so much investment going into the 
central business district. 

This is about our collective interest. Address-
ing issues of race does not mean that you’re 
racist or divisive. It means that we acknowl-
edge the issues in our city and we recognize 
that we have a collective interest in doing bet-
ter, and making sure that we’re reducing in-
equality wherever it exists. It takes a certain 
level of maturity, and a desire to see the city 
grow together, to really address those issues 
in a way that recognizes our diversity of ex-
periences [and] the 
real pain that people 
experience because of 
racism, classism, sex-
ism and discrimination 
based on their sexual 
orientation. You have 
to recognize that their 
experiences are real, 
and if you recognize 
that, we have to in 
good faith do every-
thing possible address 
their needs, make sure 
they’re heard and that 
it’s reflected in the 
policies that we put forth.

Wct: how safe a city do you perceive chi-
cago to be?

AE: Depends on where you are, and I don’t 
like that fact. An equitable city is a city where 
you can be in any neighborhood and feel fine. 
Right now that’s not the case. With this current 
administration, and with previous administra-
tions, we’ve been okay with violence and crime 
as long as it’s in those areas. … It should be 
unacceptable anywhere. Now that we’ve seen 
more reports of crime and violence in areas 
that we don’t typically associate with crime 
and violence, so if it’s in Lincoln Park or if it’s 
in Irving Park, then all of a sudden it becomes 
this big thing. But it should be unacceptable 
across the board. 

The young people I work with in some of 
these communities … I just remember, we 
were taking them downtown—it was a service 
learning project—and one of the girls remarked 
that, just walking down the street she just felt 
so free. She wasn’t looking over her shoulder. 
To me that said so much. She deserves to be 
able to walk on her block and feel just as free 
as she felt when we were walking on Columbus 
downtown. That’s the kind of Chicago that I 
want. I want people to feel safe wherever they 
are.

Wct: What were your thoughts on Presi-
dent obama’s speech on immigration?

AE: As the daughter of immigrants, this is a 
huge issue for me. I know what it’s like, both 
from family and people that I have been close 
to, to come to this country and to struggle. So 
I was pleased. I think it’s a start. Of course, I 
would love to have many more things included, 
but I understand how contentious this issue 
was, and why it wasn’t even done in the first 
term. But we have to start somewhere, and I 
think that his speech and the policies gave 
people a lot of hope who have been in the 
dark, who have not had any options. So I think 
it’s a good first step.

Wct: can you tell us a little bit about your 
parents and how that plays into your under-
standing of chicago and the international 
scene?

AE: My parents are immigrants from Nigeria. 
They’re also activists, so my work is the legacy 
of their work. My father fought in our civil war. 
Nigeria had a civil war in 1967. He was 21. At 

the time a genocide was going on against our 
ethnic group, the Igbo people. They were being 
slaughtered essentially, so he got into that war 
against the Nigerian government. My mother 
was a frontline nurse in that war. I always tell 
the story that, when I asked my dad why, in 
the prime of life—well, I think 21 is the prime 
of life for a young man—why would you fight 
a war against a country, especially when you’re 
not sure that we were going to win? He said 
that it’s not necessarily the fact that our peo-
ple were being killed, it’s the fact that he can’t 
stand oppression. They fought for years in a 
war that was supposed to be over within days, 
and they didn’t win.

After the war was over, we had a number of 
dictators in Nigeria, and my parents continued 
fighting against those dictators. It was danger-
ous work. They eventually came to the United 
States and began organizing here in Chicago on 
the North Side—organizing the Nigerian com-
munity, the African community—against those 
dictators. It was to the point where, in 1997, 
seven individuals were executed by the govern-

ment, and I also found 
out later from my par-
ents that the Nigerian 
government had been 
sending emissaries to 
our home to intimidate 
them. It was dangerous 
work. I remember going 
to the press conferenc-
es. … My dad wrote the 
blueprint for Nigeria’s 
democracy. I remember 
typing that [document] 
up for him when I was 
younger. I remember 
that determination and 

the sense that they had that a government is 
supposed to work on behalf of the people, and, 
if it is not, we have a responsibility to push 
back against that government, for a system 
that actually works.

Everything that we’re doing in Chicago, that 
I’m doing in Chicago, is driven by that sense 
of “this is what government is supposed to be, 
and this is the responsibility that we have as 
citizens to hold our government accountable 
and to push back against that system. We can’t 
be afraid to do so. My parents did that in a 
context where many people disappeared, peo-
ple were killed, thrown in jail. They had that 
experience, but they still pressed forward. 

When we look at Chicago and what’s happen-
ing with our current mayor and the sense of 
invincibility about him, or the sense that be-
cause I’m not wealthy, or the right race, or the 
right gender, that I somehow cannot possibly 
challenge this mayor, I think about my par-
ents’ experience, and I think the issues that we 
face in Chicago that are actually global issues. 
They’re playing out in countries all around the 
world. That’s why it’s so important what we do 
in this election, because it’s going to send a 
message worldwide about how people engage 
with their government and how they push for 
systems change.

Wct: What work have you done with the 
lGBt community in chicago and how do you 
plan on reaching out to them in the future?

AE: The work that I’ve done so far extends 
back to my community work, just working 
with community-based organizations. A lot of 
the issues that we’re dealing with—some of 
them are unique to the LGBTQ community, but 
there’s some that I think are overlooked. One 
of the things that I was doing, even before 
I was running for mayor, was looking at eco-
nomic disparity. I had a couple of colleagues 
that were in that community and we would talk 
about those issues. There was this perception 
that if you’re in the LGBTQ community that 
you’re wealthy, that you don’t have any eco-
nomic challenges. Everything is just great.

But I spent a lot of time on work searches 
that found that many individuals in that com-
munity are caretakers, and have children, and 
are at the lower end of the socio-economic 
scale, and that it’s actually not the case that 
everyone’s wealthy and fine economically. It’s 

these facts that need to be pulled out because 
we don’t hear this dialogue happening as 
much. There’s a misperception about the LG-
BTQ community in the work that we do, this 
community-based work.

I also did some work in public health, analyz-
ing the disparities in that community in terms 
of access to public health services, making sure 
that everyone had adequate healthcare access 
in that community.

Then there’s this issue of just amplifying the 
issues in communities not necessarily as tied 
to the core of the LGBTQ community’s work. 
For example, one of the stories that really reso-
nated with me was a two-part [series in Windy 
City Times] on transgender women who were 
killed on the West Side of Chicago, and what 
happened with the investigation, how they 
were treated by police during the investiga-
tion, how their families were treated during 
the course of the investigation and I thought 
it was so crucial because, at least in the com-
munity work that I do, you don’t often hear 
about those kinds of stories. We hear about the 
usual shootings. But having a closer analysis 
on the plight of transgender women, who are 
right here in our community, whose stories are 
not being told, was powerful, because it ex-
poses people to someone outside themselves 
that they should be concerned about, because 
we’re in this together. What affects that trans-
gender woman is just as important to me as 
what affects a heterosexual man or woman. I 
think that that work being incorporated just 
into the overall advocacy work is important, 
because we all have to advocate for each oth-
er. Even within the LGBTQ community, making 
sure that we’re advocating for each other, that 
no one is left out. … We don’t want to leave 
anyone behind. I think that’s what I want to 
convey. That we recognize our connectedness, 
and advocate for each other and recognize the 
struggles that we have, even if they’re unique, 
[and see] that they’re part of a bigger struggle. 
That’s something that I’ve always tried to do, 
even on the ground level.

Wct: could you speak a little bit about the 
interactions you’ve had with the transgender 
community?

AE: One of my favorite people works with an 
organization that helps transgender individu-
als get access to services, and we have been 
talking for a couple of years now. One of the 
things I had the privilege of being able to do 
was participate in a panel about a year ago 
[at Chicago Urban League]. It was a coalition 
of all those different organizations—I think it 
was Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus, Affinity, 
several others—and she and I participated on 
the panel together talking about economic is-
sues in the community. I was able to bring the 
perspective of someone who just does commu-
nity work, and she had the expertise of work-
ing directly with the transgender community. I 
thought it was a very good fit because we were 
able to play off each other. … On the ground 
level being able to be a voice for community 
organizations who don’t generally focus on the 
transgender community and sort of exposing 
them to why this is important. … 

Wct: What have you worked on in your 
community work in the area of hiV/aids, 
especially in communities that are dispro-
portionately affected, including trans wom-
en and african american men who have sex 
with men?

AE: The most recent is on Monday [World 
AIDS Day]. I work with an organization called 
Monday Night Mingle. They try to expose people 
to the importance of getting tested in an en-
vironment that’s not clinical. This is important 
because, particularly in the African American 
community, for example, getting them to go to 
an HIV clinic can be daunting. The goal is to 
create these safe, relaxed spaces where people 
can come together—there’s food, there’s mu-
sic, we have hosts who play trivia games. In 
a very comfortable environment where people 
feel comfortable getting the test. We actually 
have the tests on site. It’s just the swab test—
very simple, undaunting. We find that that’s 
very effective. We just find that we have to 
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reach people where they are. In the Black com-
munity, that’s always been a challenge, get-
ting people to feel comfortable getting getting 
tested. That translates over to other communi-
ties as well.              

WCT: Homelessness is of course a serious 
issue in the city, and a disproportionate 
number of youth who are homeless are LGBT. 
What can be done on that?

AE: Definitely access to centers where they 
are welcome. One of the big challenges is that, 
if you’re homeless, and you go to a center that  
doesn’t feel welcoming, or you feel would be 
judgmental or you don’t feel safe—that’s an 
issue. What’s the point in having that center 
if you don’t feel comfortable going to that 
center? The people who are supposed to be 
reached don’t feel comfortable going to that 
center. Creating more safe spaces around the 
city, even in areas that we don’t traditionally 
associate with the LGBTQ community, so we 
know that, yes, there’s access to some spac-
es on the North Side. But what about spaces 
on the West Side?  What about spaces on the 
South Side, where individuals are really dealing 
with homelessness and they have nowhere else 
to go? In communities where if you are trans-
gender, if you are lesbian or gay, there are few 
safe spaces? So we have to create those safe 
spaces for them, so we have to be more inten-
tional about that, and recognize that we have 
to meet people where they are. With homeless 
youth, many of whom were kicked out their 
homes, many staying with friends [but] all 
probably struggling economically, how do we 
create a safe space that’s welcoming to them? 
We have to be intentional about it.

WCT: For that issue of homelessness in 
general, we’ve been talking about lack of 
affordable housing across the city for stu-
dents, young people, veterans, etc. What’s 
your take on the need for affordable housing 
and how the city can get engaged on that?

AE: It’s absolutely critical. Again, we lost 
200,000 residents over 10 years. We also found 

that CHA [the Chicago Housing Authority] had 
been sitting on hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars that had been allocated for affordable 
housing in the city. We know that we have a 
waiting list that is running into the tens of 
thousands and that there was no explanation 
as to why those dollars were not used to create 
more affordable housing. That is completely 
unacceptable. We have to demand the kind of 
transparency and openness with funding that 
the city already has. We had the money but 
we did not use it for what it was supposed to 
be used. So, one [point] is transparency and 
holding the city accountable to use the fund-
ing for affordable housing. The other is about 
the paradigm of development. Right now, we 
have developers [determining] development, 
which means that a developer comes in, they’ll 
say what they want, they’ll make whatever 
deal with the alderman, then they’ll notify the 
community about what’s already been decided 
upon.

What we need to have is community-driven 
development, where the community actually 
has a voice in determining what that develop-
ment looks like, to make sure that it actually 
works for the community. Affordable housing 
almost always comes up, so we see this hap-
pening in Logan Square, we see this in Uptown, 
where communities are losing access to hous-
ing but because they don’t have leadership that 
is advocating for affordable housing nothing is 
being done about. It this is why populations 
are changing in Uptown, Logan Square, even 
in South Shore. We don’t have that paradigm 
that prioritizes the community’s needs, and af-
fordable housing to make sure that people who 
live there can stay there. This is tied to gentri-
fication. If we’re not intentional about saying 
that, as these developments are occurring, we 
are preserving affordable housing, we’re going 
to see these communities change and people 
who have lived there for decades are getting 
pushed out of these neighborhoods.

WCT: Mayor Emanuel is going to be well-

financed in the election, with a war chest of 
about $9 million-$10 million. How are you 
going to get the word out?

AE: We do it the old-fashioned way. We get 
out. We hit the streets. We talk to people. 
We’ve been on this unity tour for the last year. 
We go into every neighborhood. We’re talking 
to big groups, small groups in living rooms, 
coffee shops, spreading the word about our vi-
sion for Chicago. It’s not enough to be against 
something. We have to tell people what it is 
that we are for. It’s resonated with people, and 
they tell their people, and then their people 
tell their people, and that’s how we’ve been 
able to get so much support now—just knock-
ing on doors, getting out into neighborhoods, 
being accessible and open. When people hear 
the message, they’re very enthusiastic about it, 
and that’s one thing that no amount of money 
can buy: passion. The people who have gotten 
involved with this campaign and are spreading 
the message feel very passionate about it, and 
they’re so committed. They’ve been doing so 
much work on behalf of the campaign to spread 
the message and I think that’s how we’ve been 
able to get as far as we have.

WCT: Oftentimes, I see you listed as “oth-
er” in the media. What’s your media strat-
egy? 

AE: We knew going in that the media was 
not going to be our best friend. We try to be 
aggressive with the media. Everything we send 
out, we send to the media. Unfortunately it’s 
up to them whether they follow up or write 
anything about it. What we’re finding is that 
other people are talking about us, and as other 
people talk about us, then they have to pay 
attention.

The other thing is, a defining moment is get-
ting on the ballot. So last week I finally of-
ficially submitted my petitions to get on the 
ballot. I think that changes the game, because, 
once you’re on the ballot, the media does have 
the obligation to actually cover all of the can-
didates. That takes away the convenience of 

not paying attention or putting us in a box as 
“other.”

WCT: Do you have anything final you want 
to say, in particular to the LGBT community 
about  what you would do as mayor of Chi-
cago, to make this city more unified and 
egalitarian?

AE: The key word is unity. We have, for the 
last four years—and maybe the last 22 years 
before that—lived under a system that divides, 
based on our race, our gender, our class. A sys-
tem that makes us feel that our differences are 
bigger than the things that bring us together. 
So my message is that the things that we have 
in common are so much greater than the per-
ceived differences amongst us, and only when 
we unify can we really change the system. We 
have to believe that it’s possible. Everyone can 
find that they’re connected in some way, so 
that if I happen to live in Edgewater, I care 
about what happens in Englewood because my 
children will ride the bus with someone from 
Englewood. If I go to a school in Roseland, 
I care about what’s happening in Hegewisch 
because I’m going to go to a grocery store with 
someone who lives in Hegewisch. The violence 
affects me wherever I live in this city. Even 
if I’m not lesbian, I know what it’s like to be 
discriminated against. If I’m not transgender, 
I know what it feels like to have my voice si-
lenced, even as a candidate. There are all these 
things, these experiences, that I think we can 
all draw upon to show that these things that 
we have in common are so much greater and if 
we unify we can actually change the system, 
but we have to believe it. I believe it, and I 
think that as we spread our message, more 
people are believing it, and I think that belief 
is going to change the course of the city’s his-
tory in the upcoming election.

The full video of this interview is with the 
online edition of this article, and the Windy 
City Times’ Youtube channel. The interview 
was conducted by Matt Simonette and Tracy 
Baim.
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Featuring poetry by 
Vernita Gray, C.C. Carter, 
Shantell Steve and  
Yvonne Zipter

by Tracy Baim and  
Owen Keehnen

From Woodstock to the White House

VERNITA GRAY
From Woodstock to the White House

   Vernita Gray lived through some of the  
country’s most riveting civil-rights dramas, 
as an African-American girl from the South  
Side of Chicago. She came out as a lesbian  
soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock  
concert, where she heard about the uprising  
at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City.  
Her fight for lesbian equality, and the rights  
of the entire LGBTQ community, would  
be her passion for the remaining decades  
of her life.   

   She was also a poet and a writer, a key 
player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, 
and a lesbian separatist during the 
1970s. In the 1980s, she opened her own  
restaurant, and in the early 1990s, she began  
an 18–year career with the Cook County 
state’s attorney’s office. Along the way, she 
also managed to have a lot of fun. 

   Her visits to the White House brought tears to her eyes. She never thought 
she would see an African-American president, especially from her hometown 
of Chicago. A few months after attending the Obama selection at the  
Democratic National Convention in Denver, she attended his inauguration 
and related parties in D.C. She first went to the White House for a June  
2009 Pride reception. 

   Vernita’s struggle with cancer would soon take a turn for the worse, and in 
her final years, her passion was used to fight for at-risk LGBTQ youth as well 
as marriage equality in Illinois.

   In this new book by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen, friends, partners and 
family share their memories of Vernita. Primarily written before Vernita’s death 
in March 2014, the book also includes extensive interviews with Vernita, and 
her own poetry.

   Vernita loved long and deeply, she worked  
against racism, sexism and homophobia, and  
she did it all with a smile, dancing her way to 
victory on her last lap.

 From
 W
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VERNITA GRAY: From Woodstock to the White House

ISBN-13: 978-1-4993-8888-6 
ISBN-10: 1-4993-8888-8  $25.00 U.S. 

Vernita Gray with Michal Brody, 
circa 1979 in front of Frank’s bar.

Courtesy of Brody

Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House
by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen

Vernita Gray lived through some of the country’s most riveting civil-rights dra-
mas, as an African American girl from the South Side of Chicago. She came 
out as a lesbian soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock concert, where she 
heard about the uprising at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City. Her fight 
for lesbian equality, and the rights of the entire LGBTQ community, would be 
her passion for the remaining decades of her life. She was also a poet and 
a writer, a key player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, and a lesbian 
separatist during the 1970s. She lost her long battle with cancer just months 

after becoming one-half of the first same-sex 
couple to legally marry in Illinois. 

The Best of Knight at the Movies 
by Richard Knight, Jr.

Windy City Times is marking the 10th anniversary of Richard Knight, Jr. as 
film critic for the paper with the publication of The Best of Knight at the 
Movies, a collection of Knight’s movie reviews from 2004-2014. Written 
from Knight’s queer perspective, the book includes more than 150 film 
reviews and essays. Gay icon Bruce Vilanch has said about the collection, 
“If Fred Phelps were alive he’d picket this book!” The book was released in 
mid-June, just over a decade after Knight joined the paper.

“If Fred Phelps were alive,  
he’d picket this book!”

                Bruce Vilanch

Richard Knight, Jr.
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THE BEST OF

Excerpts from The Best of Knight at the Movies 2004–2014:

August Osage County
New Hollywood motto:  

Never act with kids, dogs or Streep –  
when she’s in Mommie Dearest mode, that is.

Sex in the City
The reunion is fun but the movie eventually 

totters on its expensive Manolo Blahnik’s.  
Fleet of foot it’s not.

Le Miserables
Ironically, the grandly scaled Les Miz may be the 

first epic-sized musical that leaves one feeling 
claustrophobic.

The Help
It held me in its firm but phony grasp but then  
I am powerless to resist southern fried hokum.

The Kids Are All Right
One of those small cinematic miracles that 

audiences hope and pray for. That it makes a 
powerful argument in favor of LGBT families 
without breaking a sweat in the process is a 

wonderful bonus.

Albert Nobbs
The close mouthed Albert is a psychological 
cousin to Heath Ledger’s Ennis in Brokeback 
Mountain and Glenn Close’s work is no less 

sensational.

Gravity
It’s that rare movie that can truly be called  

a cinematic experience – a breathtaking one.

The Golden Compass 
The bears are named Iorek Byrnison and Ragnar 

Sturlusson, Lyra’s familiar Pantalaimon, the 
witch queen Serafina Pekkala, and your friendly 

movie reviewer Confusion Reigns.

Bruno
An enormous schwanstucker of a comedy. Sign 

me up girlfriend. Two snaps. Way up!

Star Wars III: Revenge of the Sith
With nothing better to do I started thinking 

about the longest gay relationship in cinematic 
history: the one between C-3PO and R2-D2.

Those are just a few highlights from the more than 150 film reviews and essays contained in The Best of 
Knight at the Movies 2004-2014, Richard Knight, Jr.’s latest collection of film criticism. For ten years Knight 
has been the film critic for Windy City Times, Chicago’s premiere LGBT newspaper. Heeding the clarion 
call issued by the late film critic and historian Robin Wood in his renowned essay “Responsibilities of a Gay 
Film Critic,” Knight reviews movies from a queer perspective. And though Knight writes inherently from 
the viewpoint of a gay film critic, his passionate, knowledgeable dissection of movies from every genre will 
be welcoming to film enthusiasts of every stripe.

Richard Knight, Jr. has been the film critic for Windy City Times since May 
of 2004. He is a frequent contributor to the movie section of the Chicago 
Tribune and has written for the Los Angeles Times, the Chicago Reader  
and New City. He is the author of three previous collections of film reviews. 
In 2009 he formed the Queer Film Society, a small non-profit comprised of 
openly queer film critics, academics and film historians. The mission of the 
QFS is to support queer cinema whenever possible. In 2012 he co-wrote,  
co-directed and co-produced Scrooge & Marley, a modern day, gay variation 
on “A Christmas Carol.” In 2013 he was the Programming Director for 
Reeling: The Chicago LGBT International Film Festival. Knight is a member 
of the Gay & Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association and the Chicago 
Film Critics Association. www.knightatthemovies.com

Cover realization by Tod Tatsui
KATM logo by Steven Gruhn
Richard Knight, Jr. photo by Hal Baim

2004–2014
Film Criticism from  

a Queer Perspective

The Fight for Marriage Equality in the Land of Lincoln
by Kate Sosin and Tracy Baim

Windy City Times reporter Kate Sosin and publisher Tracy Baim take an in-
depth look at the push for marriage rights in Illinois. The complicated route to 
equality required money, political clout and a lot of activism to push it over the 
finish line. 
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By carrie MaxWell

LGBT youth homelessness was the topic of a 
panel discussion at the Unitarian Church of 
Evanston Dec. 5.
 Alex J. (AJ) Segneri, executive director at 
Foundation for a United Front and a Unitarian 
Church of Evanston Rainbow Alliance member, 
served as the moderator. 
 Panelists included Rev. Aidan McCormack 
(community and congregational relations coor-
dinator at the Night Ministry), Pastor Alli Baker 
(associate minister at Wellington Avenue Unit-
ed Church of Christ), Bonsai Bermudez (artistic 
director of Youth Empowerment Performance 
Project—YEPP), Ahniyha Johnson (YEPP mem-
ber and performer), Zanariah Phillips (YEPP 
performer and social-justice activist) and Tracy 
Baim (publisher of Windy City Times).
 Following introductions by Christine Allender, 
a Unitarian Church of Evanston Rainbow Alli-
ance member, the panelists discussed the work 
they do to the approximately 30 people in at-
tendance. 
 Baim noted the Homeless Youth Summit that 
Windy City Times hosted this past May, the re-
port that was generated and the action steps 
that are taking place as a result of the summit. 
 McCormack explained that he coordinates the 
Night Ministry’s volunteer efforts while Baker 
shared that she works primarily with youth in-
cluding those who utilize the services of the 
Broadway Youth Center (which operates out 
of her church) and the Night Ministry. Bermu-
dez noted that they previously worked at the 
Broadway Youth Center. 
 Baim said that between 20-40 percent of the 
youth population who are homeless identify as 
LGBTQ. Baim noted that in the Chicago area, 
people of color experience homelessness at a 
much higher rate. 
 McCormack said the census that was con-
ducted among Chicago Public School students 
showed about 22,000 students are homeless 
and of those numbers about 10-15,000 are be-
tween the ages of 14 to 21. Baker said that of 
those 15,000, about 3,000 identify as LGBT.
 The demographic makeup of those who are 
counted as homeless is a complicated issue be-
cause the information gathering tools are lim-

ited due to how the information is gathered, 
Bermudez explained.
 Johnson said that she was homeless once and 
in her experience the majority of people she 
encountered in the shelters were LGBT and/or 
people of color.
 As for the factors that cause LGBT youth 
to become homeless, Bermudez said that it’s 
more than just getting kicked out of the house, 
it’s about pushing systems such as churches, 
schools, families, neighborhoods, social servic-
es and medical facilities to be more conscious 
of what they are doing and saying regarding 
LGBT youth. 
 Baim explained that a lack of consistent posi-
tive relationships in young people’s lives often 
results in an even more difficult experience for 
LGBT youth who are homeless.  
 Phillips said that it’s an issue of people not 
caring or reaching out as well as a lack of trust 
in systems among LGBT youth. 
 When dealing with how to solve systemic 
problems on the local, state and national 
level Baim said that public policy changes are 
necessary, however, individuals, churches and 
private corporations are vital to solving this 
problem.
 Bermudez explained that resources are impor-
tant but it’s also vital to provide LGBT youth 
emotional and spiritual stability.
 It’s not just providing LGBT homeless youth 
with housing, it’s about giving them the nec-
essary support as they transition into housing, 
noted Baker.
 As for what the LGBT community is doing re-
garding LGBT youth homelessness, Baker men-
tioned Project Fierce’s work to open a home for 
such youth. 
 McCormack said he has noticed an increase 
in interest from the middle- and upper-middle-
class LGBT communities regarding this issue. 
He noted the work that Organized Chaos does 
including providing holiday stockings for LGBT 
youth in need. 
 Baim shared that little changed after the pa-
per published its Generation Halsted series two 
years ago that laid out everything that LGBT 
youth were asking for, but things are chang-
ing now with new organizations and support 
of existing institutions. More LGBT people need 

to become involved, since 95 percent of the 
LGBT community does not give to LGBT causes 
or groups, said Baim.
 Baim said she is working on the 750 Club 
Apartment Adoption Project, the Chicago Stor-
age Initiative and a laundry project, in addi-
tion to other summit followup projects. 
 McCormack encourage more people to get 
out of their comfort zone and become more in-
volved while Baker said people should start in 
their own neighborhood and that LGBT allies 
need to step up.
 Bermudez’s next steps are to make sure that 
YEPP is financially stable so they can add an-

other ensemble of performers to their ranks.
 Johnson said she plans to go to college and 
get a degree in social work and Phillips shared 
that she will continue building relationships 
with people and share her story.
 A Q&A session followed the panel discussion. 
 The event was sponsored by the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston’s Rainbow Alliance and 
Food and Shelter social justice teams. 
 A benefit concert for YEPP featuring Crys Mat-
thews will take place at the Unitarian Church of 
Evanston on Jan. 10 at 7:15 p.m. To purchase 
tickets visit www.crysmatthewsatuce.brownpa-
pertickets.com.
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evanston church
hosts panel on youth
homelessness

standing (from left): aJ segneri, aidan Mccormack and tracy Baim. sitting (from left): alli 
Baker, Bonsai Bermudez, ahniyha Johnson and Zanariah Phillips. Photo by carrie Maxwell

By Matt siMonette 

A suburban Cook County gay man, on Dec. 
4, filed an employment discrimination com-
plaint with the Chicago District Office of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
and the Cook County Commission on Hu-
man Rights, claiming that he was wrongfully 
fired from his church job after announcing 
through social media that he was marrying 
his longtime partner.
 The complaint was announced at Cook 
County Third Municipal District Courthouse 
in Rolling Meadows. 

Colin Collette was musical director at Holy 
Family Catholic Parish in Inverness. He and 
his partner, William Nifong, were vacationing 
in Europe when they became engaged and 
announced the occasion on Facebook. When 
they returned home, however, Collette was 
informed that he was being let go from his 
position. Since then, Collette has been try-
ing to get his job back.

“It is with deep regret that I have to pur-
sue this course of action, and I choose to do 
so only after multiple efforts at resolving the 
issue through open dialogue with the parish 
and the Archdiocese of Chicago failed,” Col-
lette said Dec. 4, reading from a prepared 
statement. “It has been my desire, and re-
mains so, to return to my ministry at Holy 
Family or at another parish in the Archdio-
cese. It appears that the church has closed 
her doors to me, and after 17 years of service 
at Holy Family, and six years of service at 
St. James, I find myself at this unfortunate 
juncture.”

The complaints claiming discrimination 
based on sex, sexual orientation and marital 
status, named Fr. Terence Keehan, pastor of 
Holy Family, and Rosemary Geisler, its parish 
manager, as the parties responsible for Col-
lette’s firing. Collette maintains that Keehan 
showed him two emails from Cardinal Francis 
George; the first instructed Keehan to, “deal 
with this,” while another referenced the fir-
ing as happening because Collette was about 
to enter a “non-sacramental marriage.”

Collette met with George shortly after the 
firing, but both sides agreed to keep what 
happened during that meeting private. Col-
lette’s attorney, Kerry Lavelle, said that he 
previously had been engaged in talks with 
Archdiocese lawyers, but those talks ground 
to a halt, and he was ultimately informed 
that the Church was unwilling to reach a 
compromise on the matter. Lavelle addition-
ally maintained that Archbishop Blase Cu-
pich had been apprised of the situation, but 
has not reached out on the matter.

“They said there would be no resolution,” 
Lavelle added. “We heard that loud and 
clear.”

The case, if not resolved quickly, promises 
to test the limits of the state’s gay marriage 
and anti-discrimination laws, which contain 
certain exemptions for churches. But Lavelle 
told Windy City Times that Collette’s case is 
about the Church depriving Collette of the 
right to marry.

“There are cases going back to the 1960’s 
saying being married is a human right,” he 
said, adding that Collette and Nifong’s re-
lationship was well-known throughout the 
Holy Family community. “We will see how 
the case proceeds.”

atshan talks
‘pinkwashing,’ life
in the West Bank
By carrie MaxWell

“I’m pretty much a flaming queen and my 
whole life has been inspired by the legacies 
of Edward Said [Palestinian American aca-
demic, political activist and literary critic] 
and Audre Lorde [Black, feminist, lesbian, 
activist poet]” is how Sa’ed Atshan, postdoc-
toral fellow in International Studies at the 
Watson Institute for International Studies 
at Brown and lecturer in Peace and Justice 
Studies at Tufts University, described him-
self during his lecture—Tel Aviv night clubs 
and West Bank check points: The politics of 
being fabulous in the Holy Land—at Loyola 
University Dec. 3. 
 A recipient of four “distinction in teach-
ing” awards and several advising and men-
toring prizes from Harvard for his work as 
a head teaching fellow and resident tutor 
there, Atshan has been awarded multiple 
graduate fellowships; including from the 
National Science Foundation, Social Science 
Research Council, Woodrow Wilson National 
Foundation, Andrew Mellon Foundation and 
the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation. He is also 
the recipient of a Soros Fellowship for New 
Americans and a Kathryn Davis Fellowship 
for Peace.
 Following words of welcome and introduc-
tions by Nadine Darwish, president of Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine-Loyola, Atshan 
told the approximately 25 people gathered 
that coming out as gay was hard to do but 
coming out as Palestinian in the U.S. was 
even harder to do because there is a stigma 
that Palestinians face in this country.
 Atshan shared that he grew up in Ramal-
lah in the West Bank territory of Palestine 
and went to the Ramallah Friends School 
(a sister school to Sidwell Friends School in 
Washington D.C.). He noted that his family 
is originally from Tel Aviv. 
 Atshan explained that he honors the lega-
cies of Said and Lorde by embracing intersec-
tionality. “What I mean by intersectionality 
is we have to up to all systems of oppression. 
Our fight against colonialism is linked to our 
fight against racism, classism, abelism, sex-
ism, anti-LGBT sentiments and religious in-
tolerance,” said Atshan. “When we fight for 
social justice and human rights we need to 
fight for all human beings.”
 More about the event is at www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com.

Church music director
files discrimination suit



By ross forMan
 
When titles were given out during the investi-
ture of the Windy City Empire on Dec. 6 at @
mosphere Bar, 5355 N. Clark St., there was a 
ceremony, crowns and plenty of camp. In fact, 
it was “really, really campy—because that’s 
what we do,” said Neil Douglas James, who 
serves as the organization’s emperor.
 Clearly, this service organization is all about 
the fun, and the funds, as it raises money for 
other LGBT service organizations. In the past, 
the Windy City Empire (formally known as the 
Imperial Windy City Court of the Prairie State 
Empire) has aided The Night Ministry and other 
local organizations. This year, Chicago House is 
the benefactor of Windy City Empire funds.
 Two years ago, the group raised about $1,500 
for charity. This year, it generated about 
$4,500, and James said the Windy City Empire 
is shooting for $8,000 in 2015.
 The International Court System (ICS) features 
72 non-profit chapters, including the Windy 
City Empire, in three countries (U.S., Cana-
da and Mexico), as its members utilize their 
unique talents to raise funds and awareness, 
educate and teach, and help fulfill the needs 
of their communities, according to the group’s 
website.

“We put the fun back in fundraising,” the 
group states.

Members run across the LGBT rainbow and lo-
cally the group has more than tripled in size 
over the past year.

“The [members’] titles are camp, tongue-in-
cheek in nature. They are the way that our or-

ganization, because it was founded by a drag 
queen in 1965, recognizes who has put in and 
made a commitment to the year for doing a 
lot of the work for raising funds for our yearly 
picked charity,” James said. The local chapter 
is in its 11th year. James was a member in year 
one and two, and returned last year.

“I’m very passionate about the organization 
and I take it very seriously.”

The investiture was held at Atmosphere in 
Andersonville, with doors opening at 6 p.m., 
the show at 7 p.m. and a show afterward. There 
were the presentation of the 2014 Civil Rights 
Award and a celebration show to honor local 
gay icon Chuck Renslow.

“We’re doing our best now so that everyone 
understands that, the Empire is trying to be 
the most inclusive gay organization that ex-
ists in town. So, we are inviting all the leath-
er boys, all the drag queens, transsexuals, 
straights, lesbians, and others to come join us 
and help us support the cause,” said James, 
who is openly gay. He is originally from Texas, 
has lived in Chicago for about 10 years, calls 
the Edgewater neighborhood home and is a 
full-time master’s graduate student at Argosy 
University in the Loop.

The court system was founded when a group 
of San Francisco gay bar owners formed a 
Tavern Guild in 1965 as a means to stand in 
solidarity with one another under the pressure 
of police harassment, its website states. The 
Guild put on the first large public drag ball in 
San Francisco’s history called the Beaux Arts 
Ball. In its third year Jose Julio Sarria, a World 
War II veteran and the first openly gay candi-

date to run for public office in North America, 
in 1961, was declared the Queen of the Ball, 
and then declared himself Empress.

Organization titles include emperor, empress, 
prince, princess, and more.

“One of the things I enjoy about [the or-
ganization] is, I enjoy dressing up and being 
over-the-top,” James said. “I used to be a drag 
queen, yet don’t want to do drag anymore. So, 
with this organization I get to be as fabulous 
as I want to be, and I don’t have to put on a 
dress. And that’s fun for me because it gives 
me an ice-breaker for me to talk to new people, 
a way to be socially responsible because, at 37, 
it’s time for me to give back to my community. 
And that’s very important to me.”

James said the Windy City Empire has a Janu-
ary event planned, a Valentine’s Day weekend 
event at Manhole in Lakeview and a tentative 
2015 event with Chi Chi LaRue, probably during 
the spring or summer.

“The crowns and gowns are part of the fun,” 
James said.
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Gerber/hart open
meeting dec. 11
 As Gerber/Hart Library and Archives 
completes its first year in the new location 
at 6500 N. Clark St., the board of direc-
tors is inviting the community to see the 
progress made in all areas of the organiza-
tion and discuss the future of Gerber/Hart 
Library on Thursday, Dec. 11, at 7 p.m. at 
the library.
 Board member Carrie Barnett will speak 
briefly about the state of the organization 
and goals for 2015.
 For more information on the event, 
email info@gerberhart.org  or call 773-
381-8030.

Jan. 10 yepp 
show to feature 
Crys Matthews
 On Friday, Jan. 10, the Unitarian Church 
of Evanston, 1330 Ridge Ave., will host 
singer songwriter Crys Matthews in a con-
cert to benefit the Youth Empowerment 
Performance Project (YEPP).
 Matthews’ music blends American, folk, 
funk, blues and jazz, with influences rang-
ing from Otis Redding to Ani DiFranco, ac-
cording to a press release. She has penned 
three full-length albums and has already 
began working on a fourth.
 YEPP will perform at 7:15 p.m., Mat-
thews at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $20-$35 VIP passes that in-
clude a 6 p.m. dinner with Matthews; visit 
http://crysmatthewsatuce.brownpaper-
tickets.com/.

Windy City empire:
a campy organization
that supports causes

emperor neil douglas James (left) and Joey 
Mcdonald talk about chicago house, the new 
charity for the Windy city empire. Photo by 
kirk Wiliamson

Adult Tennis Lessons 
for Beginner through 

Advanced Intermediate Players 

Call the club to reserve your spot.

4 Lessons $105
Starts January 2

At Midtown, you can learn to play 
tennis in four weeks while enjoying 

full club access. You might even 
make a new friend or two.

2020 W. Fullerton Ave Chicago
773.235.2300 midtown.com

www.callysworld.com

Get it together
with Cally Raduenzel

Permanent October 
A novel with mystery, lesbian 
romance, intrigue and adventure 
that takes you from Indiana to the 
north side of Chicago to Canada. 

Raw
CD with 40 
songs including 
R&B, Punk, 
Rock, Country 
and more.

Get

Get

$20
when purchased 
together at

5233 N. Clark St.

Book also available 
through Amazon

CD also available through 
iTunes & Spotify

http://www.midtown.com
http://www.callysworld.com
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“Windy city Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBt consumer index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

city was the best performing regional 
media in the U.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —david Marshall, research 
director, community Marketing, inc.
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World aids day
and my community’s
ongoing struggle
Dec. 1 was World AIDS Day! 
 President Obama conveyed hopeful remarks 
on World AIDS Day at George Washington Uni-
versity (GWU) in D.C. by vowing to continue 
efforts to combat the disease.
 “We’re closer than we’ve ever been to achiev-
ing the extraordinary: an AIDS-free genera-
tion,” Obama stated to the GWU audience. “But 
we’ve got to keep fighting, all of us. Govern-
ments, businesses, foundations, community 
groups, and individuals like you.”
 In 2012, the United Nations stated that it’s 
possible to eradicate the disease by 2015—in 
part, of course, by preventing new infections.
 But, much of the focus was, and still is, on 
developing countries, and not on hot spots like 
the nation’s capital, which is one of the hard-
est hit areas battling the epidemic
 In 2006 at the “Women and Response to 
AIDS” panel at the conference, Sheila Johnson, 
founder of the Crump-Johnson Foundation in 
Washington D.C., pointed out that another at-
risk population in the African-American com-
munity is teenage girls.
 Seventeen percent of the U.S. teen popula-
tion is African-American, but Blacks make up 
70 percent of HIV-positive teens. One in 10 Af-
rican-American teenage girls test HIV-positive 
in the nation’s capital, the highest percentage 
in the country among this age group.
 When asked why such a high percentage test 
positive, Johnson said, “As long as girls see 
themselves as glorified sex objects in hip-hop 
videos, HIV/AIDS will increase within this pop-
ulation.” In 2014 little has changed within this 
demographic group.

 And sadly, with African-Americans at young-
er and younger ages being infected with the 
AIDS virus, the life expectancy rate of African-
Americans will decline. Soon we will no longer 
expect today’s young African-Americans to be-
come the elders of the community.
 With the South’s propensity to avoid speaking 
about uncomfortable subjects, unfortunately, 
the South has evolved into an HIV/AIDS hot 
spot. 
 Each year, fewer and fewer public events are 
being held to bring public attention that the 
epidemic is still in our midst. This year, PBS’s 
“Frontline” didn’t run its special “ENDGAME: 
AIDS in Black America.”
 With the latest comprehensive data tracking 
the virus coming out of the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), the numbers are staggeringly 
alarming. 
 Although African-American make up nearly 
13 percent of the U.S. population, we tragically 
accounted for approximately 44 percent of new 
HIV infections in 2010. But this data doesn’t 
reflect the wave of recent African diasporic im-
migrants of the last decade coming from the 
Caribbean Islands and the Motherland. This 
demographic group is overwhelmingly under-
reported and underserved—for fear of not only 
deportation but also of homophobic insults and 
assaults from their communities.
 According to the CDC, in 2010, one in 22 Af-
rican-Americans will be diagnosed HIV-positive 
in their lifetime. And, it’s the leading cause 
of death among African-American women be-
tween the ages of 25-34 and African-American 
men between the ages of 35-44. Good news 
is that HIV infections among African-American 
women only in Massachusetts has decreased for 
the first time. And this decline in numbers has 
much to do with the indefatigable outreach by 
local organizations like AIDs Action Commit-
tee while operating each year on a diminishing 
state funded grant.
 According to the Black AIDS Institute’s Au-
gust 2008 report “Left Behind,” the number 
of people living with HIV in Black America ex-
ceeds the HIV population in seven of the 15 
focus countries in the U.S. President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) initiative, 
an initiative helping to save the lives of those 
suffering from HIV/AIDS around the world in 

countries like Haiti, Dominican Republic, India 
and South Africa, to name a few.
 In other words, if Black America were its own 
country, standing on its own like Haiti or Nige-
ria, Black Americans would rate 16th with the 
epidemic in the world. The epidemic is heav-
ily concentrated in urban enclaves like Detroit, 
New York, Newark, Washington, D.C. and the 
Deep South.
 There are many persistent social and eco-
nomic factors contributing to the high rates 
of the epidemic in the African-American com-
munity—racism, poverty, health care disparity, 
violence, to name just a few—but the biggest 
attitudinal factor still contributing to the epi-
demic and showing no sign of abating is ho-
mophobia. 
 While we know that the epidemic moves 
along the fault lines of race, class, gender and 
sexual orientation, and that HIV transmission 
is tied to specific high-risk behaviors that are 
not exclusive to any one sexual orientation, 
homophobia still continues to be one of the 
major barriers to ending the AIDS epidemic.
 Although famous HIV-positive heterosexual 
African-Americans, like tennis great Arthur 
Ashe, news anchorman Max Robinson, and rap-
per Eazy all died of AIDS, and basketball giant 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, who is still living with 
the virus, highlight the fact that anyone can 
contract the virus, many still see the epidemic 
as a “white gay disease,” suggesting being gay 
or having sex with someone of the same gender 
puts you immediately at high risk.
 But the truth is this: While more than 600,000 
African-Americans are now living with HIV, and 
as many as 30,000 newly infected each year, 
there is still within the Black community at 
least one in five living with HIV and unaware 
of their infection; and, they are disproportion-
ately heterosexuals.
 While the number of cases across the globe 
will continue to decline and possibly eradicate 
the disease as the United Nations hopefully 
predicts, we as African-Americans we’ll not 
protect ourselves from this epidemic as long 
as we continue to think of HIV/AIDS as a gay 
disease.

rev.
irene

monroe

Send letters to 
Andrew@
WindyCity

MediaGroup.com.
 Letters may be 

edited for 
brevity or 
clarity.

letters
Take action

The time has come for Archbishop Blase Cupich 
to make a gesture to Chicago’s LGBT community 
about healing and reconciliation. Cupich, for 
his part, has said the altar rail should not be 
a place of politicization, unlike his predeces-
sor Cardinal Francis George, who used the Holy 
Eucharist as a baseball bat to keep lay Catholic 
individuals and organizations in line. Cupich 
also called on individuals to move beyond their 
comfort zones—an idea he needs honor in his 
own walk of faith with the Chicago’s LGBT com-
munity.
 He also said that he is willing to engage those 
in the Church who he might disagree with. Sad-
ly, we have seen no public gestures that would 
back up such statements, other than to say he 
would not deny pro-choice politicians commu-
nion. Is he willing to say the same about pro-
marriage-equality politicians?
 Many in the LGBT community have witnessed 
this type of hierarchal foot-dragging before 
and can no longer tolerate such forms of ho-
mophobia in our mists. I do not believe such 
a position to be unreasonable, given our his-
tory with the Archdiocese of Chicago. The face 
of homophobia is difficult to look at in the 
Church. If we ever want to change that in the 

Church, we must not only look at it but also 
meditate on it.
 Two things recently happened that troubles 
me.
 The first: Colin Collette worked at Holy Family 
Catholic Community in Inverness for 17 years 
before being terminated from the job in late 
July after he announced his same-sex engage-
ment on Facebook. 
 At the time, Rev. Terence Keehan told him 
that his relationship violated the tenets of 
the Roman Catholic Church. This was done on 
the direct instructions of Cardinal George. Col-
lette met with the George to get his job back, 
only to encounter further foot-dragging from 
George. It is time for Cupich to address this 
grave injustice.
 The second was a letter I sent to Cupich in 
which I invited the archbishop to come to 
Boystown—outside of the confines of a reli-
gious service—where he could  meet, greet and 
listen to the stories of hard-working LGBT peo-
ple. The response so far has been a reply that 
my letter had been received and was passed 
along to Cupich. To date, I have received no 
further communication.
  George did not honor his word to have a 
follow-up meeting with Collette; uppermost 
in peoples minds is Cupich’s sincerity in these 
matters. That is why I have said it is time for 

him to make a public gesture to Chicago’s LGBT 
community.

Joe Murray
Executive Director
Rainbow Sash Movement (LGBT Catholics)
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the Joffrey Ballet is just one dance company offering versions of the e.t.a. hoffman tale the nutcracker. see below.  
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‘NUT,’ SERIOUSLY...

Photo by 
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By laUren Warnecke

In the dance world, December means Nutcrack-
er, and in the Chicago area there are dozens. 
The famous story of Clara (or, in some versions, 
Maria) and her Nutcracker doll who turns into 
a magical prince is based on a tale by E.T.A. 
Hoffmann. It was originally choreographed as 
a ballet by Marius Petipa, and set to a 90-min-
ute Tchaikovsky score. Rare is the dancer who 
hasn’t participated in The Nutcracker in some 
capacity: There are student Nutcrackers and 
professional Nutcrackers, classical Nutcrackers 
and jazz-dance Nutcrackers.

To Nutcracker or not to Nutcracker? For many 
families, the ballet has become an annual tra-
dition synonymous with the holiday season. 
But in Chicago and its surrounding suburbs, 
the options are so numerous that Nutcracker 
can get a bit overwhelming. Windy City Times 
is here to help, identifying four pretty failproof 
options:

the popular one: Joffrey Ballet of chicago
Robert Joffrey’s The Nutcracker is one of 

Chicago’s most beloved performances. The pro-
fessional production features stunning sets, 
world-class dancing, Gerald Arpino’s gorgeous 
Waltz of the Flowers, complete with strewn pet-
als all across the stage, and 118 young dancers 
from the community. The party scene includes 
a special role shared by two wheelchair danc-
ers created by Robert Joffrey in 1987, and has 
remained in the ballet ever since. 

Regular attendees won’t notice any big dif-
ferences in this year’s production, perhaps with 

the exception of some of Joffrey’s newest danc-
ers taking on some of the large roles. New hires 
Elivelton de Gracas and Fernando Duarte will be 
sharing Fritz/Snow Prince 2013’s hire Amanda 
Assucena will learn Sugar Plum Fairy and Snow 
Queen. With 24 performances in all, the danc-
ers rotate between multiple roles, with some of 
the veterans prepared to perform up to a dozen 
roles. This year’s Nutcracker also marks the 
swan song for dancer Erica Lynette Edwards, 
who is transitioning into the role of director of 
community engagement at The Joffrey.

The Joffrey Ballet performs The Nutcracker at 
Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University, 50 
E. Congress Pkwy., through Sunday, Dec. 28. 
Tickets are $32-$134 and are available at The 
Joffrey Ballet’s official box office, 10 E. Ran-
dolph St., as well as the Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University box office and Ticketmas-
ter Ticket Centers, either at (800- 982-2787 or 
www.ticketmaster.com.  

the suburban one: Ballet légere
Ballet Légere celebrates its 30th anniversary 

of The Nutcracker Ballet, a student production 
featuring professional dancers Joseph Caruana 
and Megan Walsh of Elements Contemporary 
Ballet and Vanessa Woods and Erik Hoffman of 
the St. Louis Ballet dancing the Grand Pas de 
Deux (Sugar Plum Fairy and Cavalier).

Performances run Dec. 11-15 at Dominican 
University Performing Arts Center, 7900 W. 
Division St., River Forest). Ticket are $20-30 
available by phone at 773-237-1874 or online 
at www.balletlegere.org. A $2 fee is applied to 
tickets purchased at the door.

 

the big one: hyde Park school of dance 
Hyde Park School of Dance’s (HPSD)’s massive 

cast is its Nutcracker’s claim to fame, boasting 
a record 175 dancers of all ages supported by 
100+ volunteers. HPSD Founding Artistic Direc-
tor August Tye, also the ballet mistress and 
choreographer at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
staged the 90-minute production including 
narration for an easy-to-follow audience expe-
rience. 

The cameo role of Mother Ginger is given to 
a special VIP, featuring Hyde Park Bank Presi-
dent Mike McGarry in this year’s production. On 
Friday, Dec. 12, HPSD will perform an abridged 
version for more than 800 schoolchildren from 
the Hyde Park area as a part of its STEPS (Serve, 
Train, Educate, Promote, Succeed) community 
engagement program.

Hyde Park School of Dance’s The Nutcracker 
takes place Dec. 12-14 at Mandel Hall, 1131 
E. 57th St. Tickets are $10-$30; children under 
5 have no admission fee. A special fundraiser, 
the Sugar Plum Tea, follows the Dec. 14 mati-
nee; tickets purchased separately $20-$40. All 
tickets and further information are available at 
773-493-8498 or hydeparkdance.org.

the alternative one with talking: house the-
atre of chicago

Through Dec. 28, the House Theatre of Chica-
go’s Nutcracker takes up residence at the Cho-
pin Theatre in a “fantastical expansion of this 
holiday classic centers on young Clara’s journey 
to save Christmas.” Mixing theater, dance and 
puppetry in a reimagined interpretation of the 
E.T.A. Hoffmann tale, playwrights Jake Minton 
and Phillip Klapperich and composer Kevin 
O’Donnell bring Clara to life with dialogue and 
original songs as rich as their imaginations. 
Families, theater fans and musical-theater fans 
will surely enjoy House’s twist on the origi-
nal ballet, particularly those who have gotten 
“Nutcracker-ed” out.

Performances are Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. 
with 3 p.m. matinees on Saturday and Sunday 
through Dec. 28 at the Chopin Theatre, 1523 W. 
Division St. Tickets are $10-$45, available at 
773-769-3832 or www.thehousetheatre.com. 

DANCIN’ FEATS

‘Tis the season 
of Nutcrackers

the house theatre’s nutcracker. Photo courtesy of the company
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•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or 
who have had changes in their liver function tests in the past may 
have an increased risk for liver problems while taking COMPLERA. 
Some people without prior liver disease may also be at risk. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to check your liver enzymes before 
and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests  
to check your bones. 

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicines.  
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any new symptoms after you start taking COMPLERA.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include trouble sleeping 
(insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, 
rash, tiredness, and depression. Other common side effects include 
vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots 
or freckles), and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before  
taking COMPLERA?
•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if 
you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. Keep a list of all your 
medicines and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. 
Do not start any new medicines while taking COMPLERA without first 
talking with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take rifabutin (Mycobutin). Talk to your healthcare provider 
about the right amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 
4 hours after you take COMPLERA.

•  If you take stomach acid blockers. Take acid blockers at least  
12 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Ask your 
healthcare provider if your acid blocker is okay to take, as some acid 
blockers should never be taken with COMPLERA.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
COMPLERA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider  
if you become pregnant while taking COMPLERA.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in COMPLERA can pass into breast milk, and it is not known 
if this can harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the following pages.

COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.
To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep 
taking COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice safer sex 
and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under  
18 years old.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know  
about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak 
or tired, unusual (not normal) muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the 
white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored bowel movements (stools), loss of appetite for several days or 
longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time. In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. 
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any symptoms of 
these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking COMPLERA, your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking COMPLERA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as 
they will need to monitor your health. COMPLERA is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine 
(Epivir-HBV), carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-
XR, Teril, Epitol), oxcarbazepine (Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), 
phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek), rifampin (Rifater, 
Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin), rifapentine (Priftin), dexlansoprazole 
(Dexilant), esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), 
omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), 
rabeprazole (Aciphex), more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine 
dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate, or the herbal 
supplement St. John’s wort. 

•  Take any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, unless 
recommended by your healthcare provider.

What are the other possible side effects of COMPLERA?
Serious side effects of COMPLERA may also include:
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood tests to check your kidneys before 
starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you have had kidney problems, or 
take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may also check your kidneys during treatment with COMPLERA. 

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of the following symptoms: feeling sad or 
hopeless, feeling anxious or restless, have thoughts of hurting 
yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.

Just the
one

for me

Pill shown is not actual size.

COMPLERA is a complete 
HIV-1 treatment in only  
1 pill a day.

Ask your healthcare  
provider if COMPLERA  
may be the one for you.

COMPLERA is a prescription medicine for adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and who have 
no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood. 
COMPLERA can also replace current HIV-1 medicines  
for some adults who have an undetectable viral load  
(less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements. 
COMPLERA combines 3 medicines into 1 pill to be  
taken once a day with food. COMPLERA should not  
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.
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•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or 
who have had changes in their liver function tests in the past may 
have an increased risk for liver problems while taking COMPLERA. 
Some people without prior liver disease may also be at risk. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to check your liver enzymes before 
and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests  
to check your bones. 

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicines.  
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any new symptoms after you start taking COMPLERA.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include trouble sleeping 
(insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, 
rash, tiredness, and depression. Other common side effects include 
vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots 
or freckles), and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before  
taking COMPLERA?
•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if 
you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. Keep a list of all your 
medicines and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. 
Do not start any new medicines while taking COMPLERA without first 
talking with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take rifabutin (Mycobutin). Talk to your healthcare provider 
about the right amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 
4 hours after you take COMPLERA.

•  If you take stomach acid blockers. Take acid blockers at least  
12 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Ask your 
healthcare provider if your acid blocker is okay to take, as some acid 
blockers should never be taken with COMPLERA.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
COMPLERA can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider  
if you become pregnant while taking COMPLERA.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in COMPLERA can pass into breast milk, and it is not known 
if this can harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the following pages.

COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.
To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep 
taking COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice safer sex 
and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with body fluids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fluids on them.

It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under  
18 years old.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know  
about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak 
or tired, unusual (not normal) muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the 
white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored bowel movements (stools), loss of appetite for several days or 
longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time. In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. 
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any symptoms of 
these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking COMPLERA, your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking COMPLERA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as 
they will need to monitor your health. COMPLERA is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine 
(Epivir-HBV), carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-
XR, Teril, Epitol), oxcarbazepine (Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), 
phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek), rifampin (Rifater, 
Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin), rifapentine (Priftin), dexlansoprazole 
(Dexilant), esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), 
omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), 
rabeprazole (Aciphex), more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine 
dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate, or the herbal 
supplement St. John’s wort. 

•  Take any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, unless 
recommended by your healthcare provider.

What are the other possible side effects of COMPLERA?
Serious side effects of COMPLERA may also include:
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood tests to check your kidneys before 
starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you have had kidney problems, or 
take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may also check your kidneys during treatment with COMPLERA. 

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of the following symptoms: feeling sad or 
hopeless, feeling anxious or restless, have thoughts of hurting 
yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.

Just the
one

for me

Pill shown is not actual size.

COMPLERA is a complete 
HIV-1 treatment in only  
1 pill a day.

Ask your healthcare  
provider if COMPLERA  
may be the one for you.

COMPLERA is a prescription medicine for adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and who have 
no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood. 
COMPLERA can also replace current HIV-1 medicines  
for some adults who have an undetectable viral load  
(less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements. 
COMPLERA combines 3 medicines into 1 pill to be  
taken once a day with food. COMPLERA should not  
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.
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increased risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during 
treatment with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during 
treatment with COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. 
Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your liver 
enzymes before and during treatment with COMPLERA.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

• Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicine. 
These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back 
and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your 
body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. 
The cause and long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) 
can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune 
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that have been 
hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
start having any new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:
• Trouble sleeping (insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, 

diarrhea, nausea, rash, tiredness, depression
Additional common side effects include:
• Vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots 

or freckles), pain
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers 
you or that does not go away.
• These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
• Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.  

You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, including:
• If you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, 

including hepatitis B or C infection.
• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

COMPLERA can harm your unborn child.  
 – There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed 
if you take COMPLERA.
 – You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.
 – Two of the medicines in COMPLERA can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if this could harm your baby.
 – Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements:
• COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. 
•  If you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of 

COMPLERA in your body may be too low and it may not work to help 
control your HIV-1 infection. The HIV-1 virus in your body may become 
resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV-1 medicines that are like it.

• Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the  
following medicines:
 – Rifabutin (Mycobutin), a medicine to treat some bacterial infections. 
Talk to your healthcare provider about the right amount of rilpivirine 
(Edurant) you should take.
 – Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 
calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least  
4 hours after you take COMPLERA.
 – Certain medicines to block the acid in your stomach, including 
cimetidine (Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or 
ranitidine hydrochloride (Zantac). Take the acid blocker at least  
12 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Some 
acid blocking medicines should never be taken with COMPLERA (see 
“Who should not take COMPLERA?” for a list of these medicines).
 – Medicines that can affect how your kidneys work, including acyclovir 
(Zovirax), cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), 
valacyclovir (Valtrex), and valganciclovir (Valcyte).
 – clarithromycin (Biaxin) 
 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)
 – fluconazole (Diflucan)
 – itraconazole (Sporanox)
 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)
 – methadone (Dolophine)
 – posaconazole (Noxafil)
 – telithromycin (Ketek)
 – voriconazole (Vfend)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new 
medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking COMPLERA 
without first talking with your healthcare provider.

How should I take COMPLERA?

• Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 
COMPLERA.

• Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.  
• Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV-1 that includes 
rilpivirine tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

Keep COMPLERA and all medicines out of reach of children.
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or 
call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com.
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information
COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah) 
(emtricitabine 200 mg, rilpivirine 25 mg, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 
300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

• COMPLERA is a prescription medicine used as a complete HIV-1 treatment 
in one pill a day. COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 
medicines before and who have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus 
in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’). Complera can also replace current 
HIV-1 medicines for some adults who have an undetectable viral load  
(less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider determines that 
they meet certain other requirements.

• COMPLERA is a complete regimen and should not be used with other 
HIV-1 medicines. HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS. When used 
properly, COMPLERA may reduce the amount of HIV-1 virus in your 
blood and increase the amount of CD4 T-cells, which may help improve 
your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting 
infections that can happen when your immune system is weak.

• COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

• Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1  
to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection equipment, or 
personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them. Do not have 
sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:

• Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis 
can happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside 
analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency 
that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, 
because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health 
problems. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of 
the following symptoms which could be signs of lactic acidosis:
 – feel very weak or tired
 – have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 – have trouble breathing
 – having stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
 – feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 – feel dizzy or lightheaded
 – have a fast or irregular heartbeat

• Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who 
take COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. 
Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in 
your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you 
get any of the following symptoms of liver problems:
 – your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 – dark “tea-colored” urine
 – light-colored bowel movements (stools)
 – loss of appetite for several days or longer
 – nausea
 – stomach pain

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking 
COMPLERA for a long time.

• Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if 
you stop taking COMPLERA. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved 
for the treatment of HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your 
healthcare provider.
 – Do not run out of COMPLERA. Refill your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.
 – Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking to your 
healthcare provider.
 – If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your 
HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual 
symptoms you may have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA? 

Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any of the following medicines:
• Medicines used for seizures: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, 

Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); 
phenobarbital (Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

• Medicines used for tuberculosis: rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, 
Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

• Certain medicines used to block stomach acid called proton pump 
inhibitors (PPIs): dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); esomeprazole (Nexium, 
Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); 
pantoprazole sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

• Certain steroid medicines: More than 1 dose of dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate

• Certain herbal supplements: St. John’s wort
• Certain hepatitis medicines: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV)
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, including: 
• Other medicines that contain tenofovir (ATRIPLA, STRIBILD, TRUVADA, VIREAD)
• Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (ATRIPLA, 

Combivir, EMTRIVA, Epivir, Epzicom, STRIBILD, Trizivir, TRUVADA)
• rilpivirine (Edurant), unless you are taking rifabutin (Mycobutin)
COMPLERA is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA may cause the following serious side effects:
• See “What is the most important information I should know  

about COMPLERA?”
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 

provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before 
you start and while you are taking COMPLERA. If you have had kidney 
problems in the past or need to take another medicine that can cause 
kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood tests  
to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA. 

• Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you have any of the following symptoms:

 – feeling sad or hopeless
 – feeling anxious or restless
 – have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself 

• Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an 
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increased risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during 
treatment with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during 
treatment with COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. 
Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your liver 
enzymes before and during treatment with COMPLERA.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

• Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicine. 
These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back 
and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your 
body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. 
The cause and long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) 
can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune 
system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that have been 
hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you 
start having any new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:
• Trouble sleeping (insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, 

diarrhea, nausea, rash, tiredness, depression
Additional common side effects include:
• Vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots 

or freckles), pain
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers 
you or that does not go away.
• These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
• Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects.  

You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, including:
• If you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, 

including hepatitis B or C infection.
• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

COMPLERA can harm your unborn child.  
 – There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed 
if you take COMPLERA.
 – You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.
 – Two of the medicines in COMPLERA can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if this could harm your baby.
 – Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 
herbal supplements:
• COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. 
•  If you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of 

COMPLERA in your body may be too low and it may not work to help 
control your HIV-1 infection. The HIV-1 virus in your body may become 
resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV-1 medicines that are like it.

• Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the  
following medicines:
 – Rifabutin (Mycobutin), a medicine to treat some bacterial infections. 
Talk to your healthcare provider about the right amount of rilpivirine 
(Edurant) you should take.
 – Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 
calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least  
4 hours after you take COMPLERA.
 – Certain medicines to block the acid in your stomach, including 
cimetidine (Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or 
ranitidine hydrochloride (Zantac). Take the acid blocker at least  
12 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Some 
acid blocking medicines should never be taken with COMPLERA (see 
“Who should not take COMPLERA?” for a list of these medicines).
 – Medicines that can affect how your kidneys work, including acyclovir 
(Zovirax), cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), 
valacyclovir (Valtrex), and valganciclovir (Valcyte).
 – clarithromycin (Biaxin) 
 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)
 – fluconazole (Diflucan)
 – itraconazole (Sporanox)
 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)
 – methadone (Dolophine)
 – posaconazole (Noxafil)
 – telithromycin (Ketek)
 – voriconazole (Vfend)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new 
medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking COMPLERA 
without first talking with your healthcare provider.

How should I take COMPLERA?

• Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 
COMPLERA.

• Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.  
• Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV-1 that includes 
rilpivirine tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

Keep COMPLERA and all medicines out of reach of children.
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or 
call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com.
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information
COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah) 
(emtricitabine 200 mg, rilpivirine 25 mg, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 
300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

• COMPLERA is a prescription medicine used as a complete HIV-1 treatment 
in one pill a day. COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 
medicines before and who have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus 
in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’). Complera can also replace current 
HIV-1 medicines for some adults who have an undetectable viral load  
(less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider determines that 
they meet certain other requirements.

• COMPLERA is a complete regimen and should not be used with other 
HIV-1 medicines. HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS. When used 
properly, COMPLERA may reduce the amount of HIV-1 virus in your 
blood and increase the amount of CD4 T-cells, which may help improve 
your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting 
infections that can happen when your immune system is weak.

• COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

• Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1  
to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection equipment, or 
personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them. Do not have 
sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:

• Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis 
can happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside 
analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency 
that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, 
because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health 
problems. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of 
the following symptoms which could be signs of lactic acidosis:
 – feel very weak or tired
 – have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 – have trouble breathing
 – having stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
 – feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 – feel dizzy or lightheaded
 – have a fast or irregular heartbeat

• Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who 
take COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. 
Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in 
your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you 
get any of the following symptoms of liver problems:
 – your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 – dark “tea-colored” urine
 – light-colored bowel movements (stools)
 – loss of appetite for several days or longer
 – nausea
 – stomach pain

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking 
COMPLERA for a long time.

• Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if 
you stop taking COMPLERA. A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved 
for the treatment of HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your 
healthcare provider.
 – Do not run out of COMPLERA. Refill your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.
 – Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking to your 
healthcare provider.
 – If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your 
HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual 
symptoms you may have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA? 

Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any of the following medicines:
• Medicines used for seizures: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, 

Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); 
phenobarbital (Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

• Medicines used for tuberculosis: rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, 
Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

• Certain medicines used to block stomach acid called proton pump 
inhibitors (PPIs): dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); esomeprazole (Nexium, 
Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); 
pantoprazole sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

• Certain steroid medicines: More than 1 dose of dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate

• Certain herbal supplements: St. John’s wort
• Certain hepatitis medicines: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV)
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, including: 
• Other medicines that contain tenofovir (ATRIPLA, STRIBILD, TRUVADA, VIREAD)
• Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (ATRIPLA, 

Combivir, EMTRIVA, Epivir, Epzicom, STRIBILD, Trizivir, TRUVADA)
• rilpivirine (Edurant), unless you are taking rifabutin (Mycobutin)
COMPLERA is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA may cause the following serious side effects:
• See “What is the most important information I should know  

about COMPLERA?”
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 

provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before 
you start and while you are taking COMPLERA. If you have had kidney 
problems in the past or need to take another medicine that can cause 
kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood tests  
to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA. 

• Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you have any of the following symptoms:

 – feeling sad or hopeless
 – feeling anxious or restless
 – have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself 

• Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an 
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Bryan hymel and sondra radvanovsky in anna Bolena. Photo by todd rosenberg

OPERA REVIEW 

Anna Bolena
author: Gaetano donizetti (composer), 
felice romani (libretto)
at: lyric opera of chicago, 
20 n. Wacker dr.
tickets: 312-827-5600; 
www.lyricopera/org/bolena; $33-$207
runs through: Jan. 16

By Jonathan aBarBanel

Almost certainly, I expect too much. In theory, 
opera is the fusion and epitome of all musical 
and dramatic arts. It’s breathtaking when it is, 
but opera rarely achieves that ideal. The chief 
barriers are that (1) musical values always 
trump theatrical values in opera, and (2) it 
takes far longer to sing something than to say 
it, so opera seems slow and bloated to those 
attuned to the speed of spoken drama or non-
opera musical theater. This new production of 
Anna Bolena (dating from 1830) exemplifies 
the values and the barriers.
 With momentary exceptions, it’s musically 
ravishing (orchestra, chorus and principals 
under conductor Patrick Summers). The all-
American cast (unheard of even 20 years ago) 
dazzles the ear, led by Berwyn-born Sondra 
Radvanovsky as Anna, Henry VIII’s doomed 
second wife and mother of Elizabeth I. Svelte 
Radvanovsky moves gracefully and offers spar-
kling bel canto technique filled with dark un-
dertones, high pianissimos and soaring embel-
lishments. She’s supported by mezzo-soprano 
Jamie Barton as Jane Seymour, Anna’s confi-
dante-turned-betrayer. It’s the real goods when 
they join forces for their show-stopping Act II 
coloratura duet. That scene and Anna’s “mad 
scene” at the opera’s end are worth the ticket 
price.
 But there’s more! Barihunk bass John Relyea 
is the villainous Henry VIII. He’s tall and good-
looking, has a richly-colored and enveloping 
big voice, and is a refreshingly unmannered ac-
tor when director Kevin Newbury allows him to 
be.
 And there’s the rub: Anna Bolena has little 
physical action, so Newbury and his design-
ers invent some. All the principals sing while 
kneeling, lying or sitting on the floor as if to 
say, “Look, we can sing and move, too!” Neil 
Patel’s scenic design is dominated by a massive 
ceiling piece (a stage rarity), seemingly of bur-
nished oak carved with the Tudor dynasty dou-
ble rose emblem. Scene changes are signaled 
by enormous columns and archways descend-
ing through the ceiling, curiously covered with 
ornate Celtic knots. (Is there a Tudor link?) 

There’s no backdrop, only a cyclorama used for 
green, orange, blue and red color-block light-
ing (designer D. M. Wood) and for dramatic 
expressionistic shadows, perhaps intended to 
highlight emotions. Color seems reserved for 
lighting, as Jessica Jahn’s costumes mostly 
are dull—especially for the men, who almost 
universally in black, suggesting the repressive 
16th-century Spanish court rather than Tudor 
exuberance. The design choices are applied to 
the story rather than flowing from it, thereby 
calling undue attention to themselves. Ironi-
cally, Newbury keeps the chorus mostly immo-
bile. Sumptuous yet static, Anna Bolena feels 
very long at three hours and 15 minutes.
 Lastly, the surtitles repeatedly translate 
Queen Anna’s title as “Your Highness” rather 
than the correct “Your Majesty.” I don’t know if 
this error stems from librettist Felice Romani’s 
original text or the Lyric translation.

THEATER REVIEW

Hot Georgia
Sunday
Playwright: catherine trieschmann
at: haven theatre company at the den, 
1333 n. Milwaukee ave.
tickets: 773-697-3930; 
www.haventheatrechicago.com; $30
runs through: dec. 21

By Mary shen BarnidGe

A sweltering day in the rural Deep South, 
when the temperature exceeds 100 degrees 
and the air conditioners crash, can make for 
volatile environmental conditions leading 
otherwise rational citizens to seek escape 
from the irritations, big and small, engen-
dered by the torpid climate. Too often, how-
ever, their methods of achieving gratifica-
tion are rooted in plans founded on impulse 
rather than rational premeditation—espe-
cially when the six narrators recounting the 
events of the fatal Sabbath giving the play 
its title don’t set much store by that trait, 
nohow. 
 The witnesses are an honest all-American 
lot: Jenny Vickery and Tara Carpenter are 
both in their early teens, oozing the hor-
monal miasma associated with that growth 
stage. Jenny’s older sister, Flora, and her 
boyfriend, Robby Wicks, express their af-
fection in playful annoyance—as when the 
former inflicts a deep scratch on the latter’s 
car (“to show him I care”). Jenny and Flora’s 
father Glenn is the church janitor, his job 
performance so far unimpaired by his alcohol 

intake. Pastor Thompson, himself a single 
father with five rambunctious children, has 
his hands full keeping his flock from straying 
too far off the path of righteousness.
 Then Flora and Robby’s injuries to property 
escalate to bodily violence, Tara is caught 
having sex with the youth minister, Glenn 
undergoes a road-to-Damascus awakening 
and all you-know-what breaks loose. 
 Ironically, this material is not presented as 
stereotypical hee-haw-hick humor. What dis-
tinguishes Catherine Trieschmann’s universe 
is the unswerving conviction with which its 
inhabitants justify their actions, repeatedly 
assuring us of their innocent intentions. 
Unfortunately, the same myopic logic that 
permits each misguided step to flow inexo-
rably from the one preceding it appears to 
have infected its author as well, turning 
what could have been an uplifting parable of 
how good can emerge from wickedness into a 
cynical caveat on the futility of challenging 
the status quo. 
 A playwright who doesn’t know when to 
stop writing is no disgrace. This being a 
world-premiere production, Trieschmann has 
opportunities to decide whether she wants 
her yarn to finish as a comedy or a tragedy. 
In the meantime, director Marti Lyons and 
the Haven Theatre company members ensure 
that we sympathize with these humble mor-
tals struggling for a few moments of petty 
happiness. If their industry cannot wholly 
cushion the disappointment engendered by 
our author’s ultimate betrayal of her char-
acters, it’s enough to stifle the snickers of 
city-bred playgoers pretending superiority to 
their country kin.

THEATER REVIEW

Desperate Dolls
Playwright: darren callahan
at: strawdog theatre company, 
3829 n. Broadway
tickets: 773-528-9696; 
www.strawdog.org; $15
runs through: dec. 23

By Mary shen BarnidGe

From the earliest tales of foolish maidens who 
ventured out to the Fair/the Ball/the Big City/
Hollywood and later, to the Prom/Rock Con-
cert, only to be seduced by Satan’s homeys, 
entertainment engineered to titillate has trum-
peted its value as a morality fable. Consumers 
of soft-core porn, you see, don’t want to see a 
bad girl doing naughty things—they want to 
see a good girl doing naughty things. Darren 
Callahan’s adherence to this principle makes 
for a well-crafted museum piece, but it also 
alerts us to a hazard of the genre: For the view-
ers of cut-rate exploitation flicks, the perverse 

behavior replicated on the screen is its own 
justification, but authors, too, risk becoming 
so enamored of their own masturbatory fantasy 
that they fall prey to their own illusion, and 
in doing so, lose sight of their initial purpose.
 Strawdog Theatre’s predominantly male cre-
ative staff may have begun their project the 
loftiest of artistic motives, but the results of 
their labor emerge a museum piece not far re-
moved from the “dirty pictures” that Callahan’s 
Tinsel-Town hero claims not to make any more. 
 The narrative is presented scene by scene in 
non-chronological order—a Euro-surrealist af-
fectation temporarily distracting us from the 
familiar B-movie tropes: Three nubile young 
West Coast newcomers—blonde, brunette and 
redhead—agree to appear in Jack Fennigan’s 
sex-and-sunshine movies, seeing in them a 
stepping stone to more serious recognition. 
Little do they suspect that the director is un-
der contract to, literally, the producer from 
hell. Soon, wholesome tits-and-ass romps give 
way to grisly slasher-fests, a masked stranger 
with supernatural powers murders the terrified 
damsels one by one, and their ghosts return to 
wreak revenge on the man who steered them 
wrong. 
 When the goal is an homage to American In-
ternational, Hammer and other low-budget film 
studios of the 1960s and ‘70s, there’s no need 
to apologize for Mad Men-era motel-room de-
cor, or Hitchcock-knockoff juxtaposition of the 
Ronettes chirping “He Came, He Saw, He Con-
quered” with the shrieks and struggles of con-
veniently underdressed damsels—or, for that 
matter, the whole guilty-pleasure aesthetic 
remaining as popular today as when Petronius 
or Thomas Middleton pandered to audiences 
asking only for squirms disguised as shudders. 
No one can deny the high quality of period ac-
curacy reflected in the Strawdog ensemble’s 
athletic performances and scenic/wardrobe 
design, but the playbill note speculating on 
why this style of drama is so rarely done in live 
theater overlooks the vast library of original 
material available on Netflix allowing for more, 
um, private viewing. 
 [Note: Due to the subject matter and graphic 
nature of this production, no one under the age 
of 18 will be admitted.]

CRITICS’ PICKS
at last: a tribute to etta James, Black 

Ensemble Theater Company, extended 
through Jan. 11. The five warblers it takes 
to play the iconic diva have star power to 
spare, but Reuben D. Echoles’ drag turn as 
the no-nonsense “Ms. Real” is what steals 
the show. MSB

Bearly legal, GayCo Productions at 
Playground Theater, through Dec. 20. Chi-
cago’s longest-running LGBT sketch-come-
dy troupe celebrates its 18th anniversary 
with a fun, low-rent revue full of songs 
and comedy scenes. SCM

the humans, American Theater Compa-
ny, through Dec. 21. Playwright Stephen 
Karam (Sons of the Prophet) presents a 
very engaging and voyeuristic view into a 
troubled family’s Thanksgiving gathering. 
There’s also a lot of nuanced acting under 
the direction of PJ Paparelli. SCM

shining city, Irish Theatre of Chicago 
at The Den Theatre, through Jan. 4. Conor 
McPherson’s play of regret and redemption 
may seem an odd choice for the fa-la-la 
season, but come New Year’s, you’ll be 
glad you saw it. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

desperate dolls. Photo by tom McGrath
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THEATER REVIEW

H.M.S. Pinafore 
adapted by sean Graney from 
W.s. Gilbert and arthur sullivan
at: the den theatre, 1329 n. Milwaukee ave.
tickets: www.the-hypocrites.org; $36-$50
runs through feb. 7

By scott c. MorGan

Librettist W.S. Gilbert and composer Arthur Sul-
livan collaborated together on 14 operettas in 
the late 19th century, though nowadays they’re 
best known by their most-produced “Big Three” 
works: The Mikado (1885), The Pirates of 
Penzance (1879) and H.M.S. Pinafore (1878).  

The latter operetta has just been adapted 
by The Hypocrites, and it’s clear that they’re 
trying to build upon on upon their previous 
acclaimed Gilbert and Sullivan successes that 
have taken the company to major regional the-
aters around the country.  

Previously with The Pirates of Penzance, di-
rector and adaptor Sean Graney capitalized on 
the work’s public domain status to reimagine 
it as a roving beach party for actor-musicians. 
That wildly popular environmental and prom-
enade production was revived a few times and 
subsequently spawned Graney’s revisionist cir-
cus approach to The Mikado.

So now with H.M.S. Pinafore, Graney has re-
jiggered its nautical romantic tale of British 
class divisions into a band camp pajama slum-
ber party. That conceptual approach doesn’t 
entirely make dramatic sense, especially with 
Graney swapping all of the characters’ genders 
around.

No doubt many Gilbert and Sullivan purists 
will be angered or aghast, especially with so 

many rewritten lyrics to match the gender 
switch and the vastly reduced orchestrations 
by music director Andra Velis Simon to suit the 
needs of the very talented troupe of 10 roving 
actor-musicians. But if you’re looking for an-
other silly and self-aware staging that matches 
up to The Hypocrites’ previous Gilbert and Sul-
livan shows returning in repertory, H.M.S. Pin-
afore definitely fits the bill.

The fun begins before the show starts with 
set designer Tom Burch providing a series of 
bunk beds, a slide and a “pillow pit” for ad-
venturous audience members to try out. But 
don’t worry. There are stationary seating areas 
for audiences who don’t want to be poked and 
prodded to move throughout the production.

This playful promenade staging of H.M.S. 
Pinafore doesn’t allow for much dramatic ten-
sion, sometimes giving an impression that the 
performers are just hitting their marks. For 
instance, there isn’t much doubt that Dana 
Omar’s lowly “sailress” Ralphina Rackstraw will 
end up with the high-born captain’s son Jo-
seph, played by Doug Pawlik. Nonetheless, the 
performers provide much to admire, from their 
multi-instrumental skills to their comic timing.

Many veterans of past Hypocrites Gilbert and 
Sullivan productions are back, and it should be 
fun to see the ensemble take on other Gilbert 
and Sullivan roles as The Hypocrites becomes 
its own repertory D’Oyly Carte Opera Company 
for the season.

Most importantly, the overall sense of play 
keeps everything buoyant and cheery for 
H.M.S. Pinafore. And even in its drastically 
altered state, Gilbert and Sullivan’s score still 
proves to be timelessly tuneful.

 About Face Theatre teams with Theater Wit to 
present the return of Big red and the Boys for 
its fourth seasonal appearance. Hear traditional 
and off-kilter holiday songs and stories from the 
titular chanteuse, with added musical back up 
from her equally alluring band. Big Red and the 
Boys plays five performances only at Theater Wit, 
1229 W. Belmont Ave. Performances are at 11 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays, Dec. 12, 13, 19 and 20, and 
3 p.m. Monday, Dec. 15. Tickets are $20. Call 773-
975-8150 or visit www.theaterwit.org or www.
aboutfacetheatre.org. Photo by Timmy Samuel

SPOTLIGHT

h.M.s. Pinafore.
Photo by evan hanover

Give the  
Steppenwolf Pass

Hard to forget

Easy  
to buy

Easy  
to mail

Easy  
to use

Buy online at steppenwolf.org/gift  
or call 312-335-1650 today!

This winter, give your loved 
one the Steppenwolf Pass. 
The Steppenwolf Pass is good 
for either three or five tickets 
to use during Steppenwolf’s 
2014/15 season. You give the 
Pass, they pick their theater 
dates. It’s easy to give, easy  
to use and hard to forget!

http://www.steppenwolf.org/gift
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The Imitation
Game; Exodus;
film notes
The oddly handsome Benedict Cumberbatch 
doesn’t look like other film stars and he doesn’t 
act like them, either. His richly resonant, cara-
mel-coated voice is quickly identifiable in the 
wide range of roles that he has essayed the 
past few years (even when it’s been electroni-
cally altered, as it is for Smaug the dragon 
in The Hobbit movies). Sometimes, the parts 
haven’t fit (being miscast in August: Osage 
County, for starters) but Cumberbatch always 
makes an impression. When you’re hot, you’re 
hot, and when it comes to character movie ac-
tors, Cumberbatch is on fire. 

Fans of his work as the eccentric detective 
Sherlock Holmes in the BBC modern-day adap-
tation have long known that this most tech-
nical of performers is more than a character 
actor—he’s real leading man material and they 
will rejoice when they take in Cumberbatch in 
the imitation Game. As Alan Turing—the bril-
liant, gay mathematician often credited as the 
father of the personal computer and the genius 
who cracked the German’s infamous Enigma 
code, helping to win WWII for the Allied Forc-
es—Cumberbatch gives a tremendous perfor-
mance and ably makes the leap (and how) into 
headlining status in films.

Turing was apparently the oddest of odd 
ducks—arrogant about his superior intellect, 
impatient with those of a lesser one and most 
decidedly antisocial to everyone in between. 
That, at least, is the impression Turing initially 
gives to both his fellow brainiacs and his Brit-
ish secret-intelligence superiors (Charles Dance 
and Mark Strong) when he’s called upon to help 
figure out the all-important key to the Enigma 
code. As we watch Turing and the other would-
be code crackers (Keira Knightley, Matthew 
Goode and Downtown Abbey’s Allen Leech) go 
about their secret business, Graham Moore’s 
screenplay concurrently plays out the other 
two decisive elements in Turing’s life. 

The first tracks Turing’s boarding-school years 
in which his infatuation with Christopher, an-

other brilliant student (and Turing’s probable 
first lover), ends tragically. The other sketches 
out his personal and professional downfall—
the discovery in 1952 by British police of 
Turing’s homosexuality, and his subsequent 
prosecution. Faced with prison and the inter-
ruption of his work, Turing opted for chemical 
castration which—in the most horrible of iro-
nies—fogged his brilliant mind and directly led 
to his suicide. After the extraordinary service 
Turing performed for his country (which was 
kept secret during his trials), his shoddy treat-
ment is nothing less than insidious. (It was 
only last year that England finally apologized 
and cleared his name.)

Both of these defining elements, however, 
are sidebars to the movie’s real focus: Turing 
and team working to decipher the Nazi’s in-
geniously difficult code that is changed every 
12 hours, nullifying any attempts by the group 
and forcing them to daily start anew. Seem-
ingly without a sense of humor and immune 
to the usual social norms, Turing is immedi-
ately at odds with the rest of the group—an 
assemblage of mathematicians, linguists and 
chess champions. While the others struggle 
with their own methods, he works at building a 
huge, prohibitively expensive machine (dubbed 
“Christopher”) that he insists will be able to 
decipher the code once it’s up and running. 
(The machine is a forerunner of the computer.)

Eventually, the others form a grudging re-
spect for Turing, helped along by his growing 
friendship with Joan Clark (Knightley), the 
lone female in the group. When one of the 
team makes a rare, useful suggestion that Tur-
ing thinks might work he says without a hint 

of irony, “That’s not an entirely terrible idea.” 
Joan quickly adds with a smile, “That’s Alan’s 
way of saying ‘thank you.’” Joan convinces him 
to try and lighten up (the sequence where he 
awkwardly relays a joke in the driest of man-
ners to his colleagues is truly funny) and when 
the “aha!” moment comes, the whole gang 
shares in the triumph of cracking Enigma. (It’s 
the film’s most bracing sequence.)

The friendship with the feisty Joan leads to 
an awkward marriage proposal, even though 
Alan wonders to one of the group, “Should I 
tell her that I’m a homosexual and have had af-
fairs with men?” Later, when Alan tries to break 
off the engagement, citing his sexuality, Joan 
says she doesn’t care—that their close bond 
is much more important than his being gay. 
But the relationship ends anyway as the group 
is dissolved, with everyone sworn to secrecy 
about their intelligence work. 

Although Moore’s script (based on Andrew 
Hodges’ dense biography) is upfront about 
Turing’s homosexuality, it opts out of showing 
him in any physical encounters, soft peddling 
or sidestepping moments (especially in the lat-
ter part of Turing’s life) that could have helped 
Cumberbatch’s already multifaceted perfor-
mance go even deeper.

I don’t suppose it’s much of a surprise that 
a queer film critic would carp a bit about this 
but I also understand why Swedish director 
Morten Tyldum (making his first English-lan-
guage movie) and Moore (who also executive-
produced) opted for their more commercially 
friendly angle. In focusing most heavily on the 
Bletchley Park years, The Imitation Game be-
comes a hybrid of both a prestige biopic and 
a quasi-thriller, with the race to crack that 
all-important puzzle trumping the personal as-
pects of the story. 

The approach has an added benefit for the 
larger audience that won’t be familiar with Tur-
ing: In leaving the man who solved the Enigma 
code a bit of an enigma himself, The Imita-
tion Game both restores Turing to his rightful 
place in history and encourages audiences to 
delve further into the life of this unusual man 
at the same time—a not-insignificant accom-
plishment.

Ridley Scott’s new movie, exodus: Gods and 
kings, is yet another retelling of the Biblical 
story of Moses, Ramses and their fight over the 
freeing of the slaves from bondage in Egypt. 
The material has been the basis for a lot of 
movies in the past (most recently the 1998 
animated adaptation). Yet none of the versions 
(including this one) really stands up to the 
over-the-top, 1956 Cecil B. DeMille three-hour 

epic in which Charlton Heston and Yul Bryn-
ner played the warring stepbrothers and Anne 
Baxter portrayed Nefretiri, their sex-kitten 
princess.

Oh, both Christian Bale and Joel Edger-
ton (looking particularly fetching in his bare 
midriff costumes) are okay fill-ins for Heston 
and Brynner. (Baxter’s role, unfortunately, is 
almost completely excised here.) The special 
effects are impressive enough, especially when 
God—who is visible to Moses in the person-
age of a droll English boy—curses Pharaoh’s 
people with the series of visually icky plagues. 
But there aren’t the melodramatic histrionics 
just this side of camp that are the hallmark 
of any good Biblical epic, and the parting of 
the Red Sea sequence has no dramatic heft. 
This points out the central problem evident 
long before it finally arrives: There’s not much 
passion or juice in this straightforward edition 
of the story. Improbable as it may seem, Scott 
has made a religious epic without a smidgen of 
religious fervor.

film notes:
—Tis the Season: The holiday season con-

tinues with three free screenings of scrooge 
& Marley (which I co-wrote and directed, and 
which was executive-produced by Windy City 
Times Publisher Tracy Baim). On Sunday, Dec. 
14, the film plays at the Oak Park Public Library, 
834 Lake St., Oak Park) at 2 p.m., followed by a 
4:30 p.m. reception (both sponsored by PFLAG 
Oak Park, SAGE and OPALGA). 

The Chicago Public Library presents two sep-
arate screenings of the movie on Monday, Dec. 
15 at the Humboldt Park branch, 1605 N. Troy 
St., and again Monday, Dec. 22, at the Bezazian 
branch, 1226 W. Ainslie St. Both screenings at 
6pm. Members of the film’s creative team will 
attend and Scrooge & Marley merchandise will 
be available.

—the two faces of January, adapted from 
bisexual writer Patricia Highsmith’s mystery 
thriller novel, stars Viggo Mortensen, Kirsten 
Dunst and Oscar Isaac. Set in Greece in 1962, 
it’s stylish, cinematically gorgeous, well-acted 
by its equally gorgeous three leads and has 
plenty of the patented acrid Highsmith touch-
es. The movie has its Chicago theatrical pre-
miere run, opening Friday, Dec. 12, at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St. http://
www.siskelfilmcenter.org/twofacesofjanuary

—now available: The Best of Knight at 
the Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book 
of more than 150 of my film reviews from a 
queer perspective for Windy City Times—is now 
available and makes a great holiday gift! www.
knightatthemovies.com

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

By 
richard

kniGht Jr.

Benedict cumberbatch in the imitation Game. Photo courtesy of the Weinstein company

12/20
7pm & 
930pm

http://www.maynestage.com
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Chicago and Oak Park libraries will host 
screenings of the home-grown holiday film 
Scrooge & Marley this month.

The movie, which was entirely shot in the 
Chicago area, is a modern-day, gay variation 
on Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol.

The Oak Park chapter of PFLAG, OPALGA (Oak 
Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association) and 
SAGE (West Suburban Senior Services) co-spon-
sor the screening of the film at the Oak Park 
Public Library, 834 Lake St. The free Sunday, 
Dec. 14, 2 p.m. screening will be followed by 
an after-party that will include a festive carol 
sing-a-long with Becca Kaufman, one of the 
film’s co-stars and a west suburban resident. 
The party. with refreshments, will be at First 
United Church, 848 Lake Street, until 6 p.m. 
Members of the film’s creative team will attend 
the screening and party. http://opalga.org/

The Chicago Public Library will round out the 
season when they host two free screenings of 
the film, at 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 15, at the 
Humboldt Park branch, 1605 N. Troy St., and 
Monday, Dec. 22, at the Bezazian branch, 1226 
W. Ainslie St. Members of the film’s creative 
team will also attend these screenings.

Audiences of all persuasions have embraced 
Scrooge & Marley, which stars David Pevsner 
as Scrooge, Tim Kazurinsky as Marley’s Ghost, 
Rusty Schwimmer, Megan Cavanagh, Ronnie 
Kroell, and David Moretti, features multiple 
Emmy Award-winner Bruce Vilanch as Fezziwig, 
and is narrated by two-time Tony Award-winner 
Judith Light. Members of the cast and crew will 
be on hand for both screenings. Advance tick-
ets are available at www.musicboxtheatre.com

DVDs, Blu-rays, soundtrack CDs and other 
film related merchandise will be available for 
purchase. Scrooge & Marley, which noted film 
critic and Have Yourself a Movie Little Christ-
mas author Alonso Duralde has called “sweet 
and distinctive,” is also available for download 
via the movie’s website, which also includes 
detailed information about the film and links 
to other related merchandise available for 
purchase. Amazon has the DVD, Blu-ray and 
soundtrack available for quick purchase and 
gifting. See www.scroogeandmarleymovie.com.

Becca kaufman stars in the film and will 
perform at the after-party for the oak Park 
screening dec. 14. Photo by hal Baim

Chicago, Oak Park
screenings of
‘Scrooge & Marley’

WTTW to air film on
homelessness

WTTW-11 will broadcast the hour-long docu-
mentary film @home Wed., Dec. 17, at 9 p.m., 
raising awareness about the issue of homeless-
ness in the Chicago area.

@home—a film by Susanne Suffredin and 
produced by Chicago’s Kindling Group—follows 
social-media activist Mark Horvath (@hardly-
normal) on an 11,000-mile cross-country road-
trip into tent cities and under bridges as well 
as by-the-week motels to introduce viewers to 
the population of people living in the United 
States without permanent housing. 

To build on Horvath’s model, the producers 
of @home are partnering with local homeless 
service organizations to run a social-media 
campaign during the holiday season using 
#Thankful4Home, asking Chicagoans to share 
why they’re thankful for a home during Thanks-
giving and through the New Year.

More information about Horvath and his 
campaign is at InvisiblePeople.tv.

Moraine Valley 
presents Safier 
in ‘Humbug!’

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol comes to 
life in “Alan Safier as Scrooge…and everyone 
else…in Humbug! The Musical.” 

The one-actor musical will be presented at 
Moraine Valley Community College on Thursday, 
Dec. 18, at 7:30 p.m. at the Dorothy Menker 
Theater, 9000 W. College Pkwy., Palos Hills. 

Safier transforms himself right before the au-
dience’s eyes into Dickens’ memorable charac-
ters: Ebenezer Scrooge; Tiny Tim; Bob Cratchit; 
The Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and 
Yet-to-Come; Jacob Marley; Old Fezziwig; Mrs. 
Cratchit; Belle; Fanny—27 characters in all.

Tickets are $25 for the general public, and 
$20 for students and seniors.

Sam Smith, Beyonce
lead Grammy nods
Out British newcomer Sam Smith, Pharrell Wil-
liams and Beyonce have received the most 
Grammy nods this year, with six apiece.

The nominations were announced Dec. 5. (All 
were announced during the morning except the 
Album of the Year nods, which were revealed 
on the nighttime CBS show A Very Grammy 
Christmas.) Smith is up for key awards such as 
best new artist, and song and record of the 
year for his hit “Stay With Me.” He is also up 
for album of the year, for In the Lonely Hour.

Smith’s competition for best new artist are 
Iggy Azalea, Bastille, Brandy Clark and Haim.

Beyonce (to the surprise of some) was not 
up for song or record of the year, although she 
is up for album of the year. Her nominations 
include best urban contemporary album for her 
fifth album, as well as R&B song and R&B per-
formance for “Drunk in Love.” She has now sur-
passed country-music icon Dolly Parton as the 
queen of Grammy nominations, with 48.

Other contenders for album of the year are 
Beck’s Morning Phase, Ed Sheeran’s x and Wil-
liams’ G I R L.

For song and record of the year, Smith’s “Stay 
With Me” will battle Taylor Swift’s “Shake It 
Off,” Meghan Trainor’s “All About That Bass” 
and Sia’s “Chandelier.” Azalea’s “Fancy” is 
nominated for record of the year, while Hozier’s 
“Take Me to Church” is up for song of the year, 
a songwriter’s honor.

Lady Gaga and Tony Bennett’s duets album, 
Cheek to Cheek, is nominated for best tradi-
tional pop vocal album; other honorees in that 
category are Barbra Streisand’s duets album as 
well as CDs from Annie Lennox, Johnny Mathis 
and Barry Manilow.

The Grammy Awards will air live Feb. 8 in Los 
Angeles.

http://www.cgmc.org
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By richard kniGht Jr. 

With the holidays just around the corner, Hol-
lywood is trotting out both their awards con-
tenders and some of their most anticipated 
mega-blockbusters. And the winter months 
promise plenty of diverting film fare as well, 
with a few queer-friendly movies among them. 

Here’s a random sampling of what lies ahead 
cinematically in the coming months with mov-
ies both overtly queer or just eagerly antici-
pated by yours truly. Unless otherwise noted, 
the opening date listed refers to at least a one 
week theatrical run or VOD.

december
the hobbit: Battle of the five armies—Pe-

ter Jackson completes his Hobbit trilogy, the 
prequel saga to the Lord of the Rings saga, 
with this fantasy action film that includes ev-
erybody’s favorite wizard, Gandalf (played by 
the openly gay Sir Ian McKellen), along with a 
bevy of male eye candy: Luke Evans, Lee Pace, 
Richard Armitage et al, as well as the always 
luminous Cate Blanchett. Dec. 18

Big eyes—Tim Burton directs the true story 
of artist Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), who be-
came a mainstream art star during the 1950s 
and 1960s, when her renowned portraits of big-
eyed children became a staple of every home in 
America. Christoph Waltz plays the overbear-
ing, egotistical husband who takes credit for 
Margaret’s paintings. Dec. 25

Unbroken—Angelina Jolie directs her lat-
est, the true-life drama of Olympic runner 
Louis Zamperini (played by current It guy Jack 
O’Connell), who was taken prisoner by the Jap-
anese during WWII. Dec. 25

into the Woods—Out director Rob Marshall 
returns to his musical roots with this highly 
anticipated screen adaptation of the Stephen 
Sondheim-James Lapine Broadway musical fai-
rytale for adults. Sondheim’s sensational score 
is sung by Anna Kendrick, Emily Blunt, Chris 
Pine, Johnny Depp and Meryl Streep, who’s the 
witch (literally) who gets to sing “Stay with 
Me” and “Children Will Listen,” among others. 
Tracy Ullman, Christine Baranski, James Corden 
and soap-opera hunk Billy Magnussen co-star. 
For showtune queens like myself, this is the 
movie event of the year. Dec. 25

January
the Way he looks—This sexy Brazilian gay 

coming-of-age story was the breakout hit of 
last year’s LGBT film festival circuit and comes 
to the Music Box for a Chicago theatrical run. 
Jan. 2

the Woman in Black 2: angel of death—
Forty years after Daniel Radcliffe’s Arthur Kipps 
stirred up the haunting events at the uber-
creepy Eel Marsh House, the nasty, unforgiving 
lady of the mansion is awakened again when a 
group of children evacuated during the London 
Blitz in WWII take up residence. Jan. 2

inherent Vice—Director Paul Thomas Ander-
son (There Will Be Blood, The Master) returns 
to 1970s/Boogie Nights territory with this L.A. 
noir that follows Joaquin Phoenix as a stoner 
private eye trying to solve a missing-persons 
case and encountering a lot of eccentric folks. 
It co-stars Maya Rudolph, Martin Short, Josh 
Brolin, Reese Witherspoon, etc. Jan. 9

selma—This is a historical drama chroni-
cling the voting-rights marches in 1965. Da-
vid Oyelowo plays Martin Luther King Jr., Tom 
Wilkinson is Lyndon Johnson, Tim Roth is 
George Wallace and Oprah Winfrey (who also 
produced along with Brad Pitt) is also in the 
large ensemble cast. Jan. 9

still alice—The Oscar buzz is building in in-
tensity over Julianne Moore’s performance as 
a brilliant linguistics professor grappling with 
early onset Alzheimer’s disease in this intimate 

drama based on Lisa Genova’s 2007 best-sell-
ing novel. The movie is helmed by out writer/
directors (and real life couple) Richard Glazter 
and Wash Westmoreland. Kristen Stewart, Alec 
Baldwin, Hunter Parrish, and Kate Bosworth 
costar. Jan. 16

the Boy next door—J.Lo returns to cinemas 
as a woman involved with a younger man liv-
ing next door (actor/model/Step Up hunk du 
jour Ryan Guzman) in this genre thriller that 
looks like cheesy fun. Kristen Chenoweth co-
stars. Jan. 23

february
Jupiter ascending—The Chicago-based Wa-

chowski siblings, Andy and Lana, follow their 
critically acclaimed sci-fi extravaganza Cloud 
Atlas with … another sci-fi extravaganza. 
Channing Tatum, Mila Kunis and Eddie Red-
mayne star in this futuristic tale about a vil-
lainous Queen of the Galaxy (no, not Zsa Zsa 
Gabor) who has it in for a lowly (but lovely) 
maiden destined for big things (shades of Snow 
White). Feb. 6

Ballet 422—For dance fans, this documen-
tary about the New York City Ballet creating a 
new work under the direction of young chore-
ographer Justin Peck is going to be nirvana. 
For those less cultured, there’s also the benefit 
of all those fabulous bodies in motion as the 
company goes from first rehearsal to its open-
ing-night performance. Feb. 6

fifty shades of Grey—The self-publishing 
phenomenon—the story of an erotic, S&M-
based relationship between a literature stu-
dent and a self-made zillionaire control freak—
comes to movie theaters. Once Upon a Time 
pretty boy Jamie Dornan and lovely Dakota 
Johnson (daughter of Don Johnson and Mela-
nie Griffith) co-star as the sexed-up couple. 
Feb. 13

the last 5 years—Anna Kendrick (Into 
the Woods, Pitch Perfect, Up in the Air) and 
Smash’s Jeremy Jordan co-star in this film ad-
aptation of the stage musical, a romantic com-
edy-drama that originally debuted here in 2001 
at Northlight before heading to off-Broadway. 
The story details the five-year relationship of 
a struggling novelist and an actress told from 
his and her viewpoints (one in reverse, one in 
chronological order). Feb. 13

Mcfarland, Usa—North Country director 
Niki Caro helms this fact-based sports drama 
about a Latino high school cross-country team 
in the 1980s. Kevin Costner plays the team’s 
coach and out actor Maria Bello co-stars. Feb. 
20

By richard kniGht Jr.

Graham Moore is having one of those mete-
oric writing careers that inspires others. 

At 33, the Chicago native has already 
penned a New York Times best-seller with 
a fanatical following (The Sherlockian, in 
2010), written a screenplay that was the 
Black List’s #1 for 2011 and is now hard at 
work on the highly anticipated The Devil in 
the White City. Moore’s Black List screenplay 
was for The Imitation Game, which he based 

on Andrew Hodges’ biography of Englishman 
Alan Turing, the genius mathematician who 
cracked the Enigma code during WWII and 
who is often cited as the father of modern 
computing. 

Turing, who was gay (and who was sub-
jected to chemical castration after being 
convicted for being so by the British gov-
ernment), has long been a hero to the LGBT 
community. His life story, tragic suicide in 
1954 and subsequent removal of his sexual-
ity from history helped inspire The Legacy 
Project’s founding by Victor Salvo, its ex-
ecutive director. Turing’s plaque on Halsted 
Street remains the only public memorial that 
honors Turing and his queer status. Both 
were very much on my mind when I chatted 
with Moore about his screenplay when the 
young writer was in town last month (along 
with the film’s director, Morten Tyldum) for 
an advance screening of The Imitation Game 
(which Moore also executive-produced and 
in which Turing is eloquently portrayed by 
Benedict Cumberbatch). 

Windy city times: you have long had a 
love for alan turing and his story. do i 
understand that it started when you went 
to space camp? [Laughs]

Graham Moore: Yes! I was this tremendous 
computer nerd when I was a teenager. I went 
to space camp and computer-programming 
camp; I was totally like that kid. So among 
awkward, nerdy science weirdos, Alan Turing 
is a sort of patron saint. There’s definitely a 
cult-like fascination for him.

Turing’s legend is wrapped up in this sort 
of secret queer history of computer science; 
the secret, queer history of World War II; 
this other story of all these other things 
you hadn’t heard before. I think among high 
school outsiders Turing was such a patron 
saint in terms of what someone on the outs 

of society could accomplish—the wonders 
that no one else thought were possible. I 
dreamed my whole life of getting to write 
about him.

Wct: When you say “queer history of 
World War ii,” are you speaking about 
sexuality or “odd” or “outsider?” i just 
want to clarify.

GM: No, I’m using it in terms of “gay.” 
It’s funny, we’ve had these screenings for 
computer programming types or technology 
types and among computer science people 

they know the name Alan Turing but they’ll 
come up to me after the screenings some-
times and say, “Oh my God—I didn’t know 
that Alan Turing was gay; I didn’t know that 
the man who invented the computer was gay 
and, moreover, was so horribly persecuted by 
the government for it.” I think that’s a part 
of the story of computer science that has 
been whitewashed out of the last 50 years.

Wct: how ironic—coming from the 
queer community, that’s the first thing 
you know about alan turing.

GM: I’m glad to know that but in my ex-
perience, to a general, public audience that 
is something that is not as well-known, and 
certainly that was sort of the goal behind 
this film. Turing’s story has been told beau-
tifully a number of times on the page and 
on stage, but his story has never gotten the 
proper cinematic treatment that I thought 
it deserved.

Wct: so is the thing that separates your 
screenplay and your film [the acknowl-
edgement of] his homosexuality?

GM: The last film that was made about this 
was called Enigma, about 15 years ago, and 
starred Dougray Scott and Kate Winslet. In 
that film, Turing is straight and is involved 
in a love triangle with two different women. 
They change his name but it’s very much 
based on Turing but, yeah, he’s straight in 
that. I actually think it’s a good movie but 
I don’t think it has any relationship to his-
tory, per se.

Wct: you’re obviously aware—having 
done a bit of press for the film so far—
that people are saying, “Great, you’re ac-
knowledging that he’s gay in the movie 
and yet, this third-act section of the film 
doesn’t get as specific as maybe it could 

Turn to page 29

Jack o’connell in Unbroken.

Winter LGBT
movie preview

TELEVISION

Graham Moore talks
‘The Imitation Game’

from left: imitation Game screenwriter Graham Moore, film critic richard knight Jr. 
and imitation Game director Morten tyldum in chicago. Photo courtesy of knight
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in this day and age.” We never see him with 
a lover, you don’t see him kiss another man; 
etc. is it kind of ironic that you’re telling 
me that you wanted to make this part of the 
story and you have in many ways but…

GM: It’s very funny. I will say that the times 
that I’ve heard criticism about the handling 
of the homosexuality in the film have come 
from people who haven’t seen the movie and 
so I just say, “Well, see it.” We certainly didn’t 
make him straight. He is very much a gay man 
in the film. If the question becomes, “Why 
didn’t we have a sex scene?,” that question 
seems sort of silly to me because you’d never 
ask that about a thriller about a straight math-
ematician. It’s [his sexuality] just part of his 
identity and is assumed. We wanted to make 
a film about a mathematician who happens to 
be gay—not the gay mathematician. That was 
always the goal. 

Alan Turing was the outsider from the soci-
ety around him for so many reasons. First and 
foremost was that he was a closeted gay man 
living at a time when a kiss between two men 
wasn’t simply frowned upon but was literally 
illegal and punishable by two years in prison. 
On another level, he was an outsider because 
he was smarter than everyone else in any room 
that he walked into so it was hard for him to 
talk to people. And then on a third level he was 
keeping these secrets for the government that 
he couldn’t share with anyone. So he was like 
the outsider’s outsider, for all of these reasons 
and we wanted the film to explore all of those. 

Turing was also famously celibate during 
those years [that he worked on the Enigma 
code during WWII] which encompasses, like, 50 
percent of the film and that was not by choice. 
He wrote in a letter to a friend that Bletch-
ley Park [the locale where Turing and his team 
worked on the code]was like a “sexual desert,” 

and he knew that if he was caught with a man 
he’d be kicked out and sent to prison and he 
didn’t want to risk it.

Wct: i’m just curious: in the early section 
that focuses on his boarding-school days 
and his ardor for his best friend christopher, 
was there an earlier draft that was a little 
bit more pronounced? it reminded me of 
Maurice from 1987 with the longing looks 
and the little touches on the back. 

Part of the blowback might because that 
does seem like it’s from 30 years ago. i got 
that it’s coded but we live in this age where 
the queer community definitely wants to see 
physicality up front and center. Maybe that’s 
because we’ve been forced to cinematically 
be in the celluloid closet for so long. you 
get that, right? that desire for a “little kissy 
scene?” [Laughs]

GM: [Laughs] Yeah, I do. We’ve been having 
these conversations for years. We’ve been talk-
ing about how to best represent Alan Turing on 
screen every day for four years.

Wct: and didn’t Benedict cumberbatch 
himself even say that he was ready and will-
ing to have some “man-on-man” action in 
the film? [Laughs]

GM: Oh, he never would have objected, no; 
he would have been happy to do that. But I 
never wrote a draft that had a gay-sex scene 
in it. I know that there was some report that 
there was a draft that had a sex scene that we 
removed which is simply not true. It did not 
happen. There was another director that was 
briefly attached to the movie for a couple of 
months and he did write a draft in which there 
was a gay sex scene but when we left that stu-
dio, we left that draft. It wasn’t my draft; it 
was something else.

Wct: so it was a conscious choice to make 
it coded within coded, which i ultimately 
think works, given the film’s focus.

GM: We wanted to show that his sexuality 
and his love of cryptography were kinda con-

nected. He had to express his love in code. In 
the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s, gay love had to be 
expressed in code. It could not be expressed 
openly and so we showed scenes of he and 
Christopher expressing their love for each other 
in code. We wanted to say that his love for 
Christopher was part of this code breaking he 
did during World War II. 

His experience growing up as a gay man at 
boarding school and the terrible abuse he re-
ceived there were fundamental to his experi-
ence as a codebreaker. One of our other goals 
was historical accuracy—we had a responsibil-
ity there—and most people do not believe that 
Alan’s relationship with Christopher Morcom 
became expressly sexual. They clearly loved 
each other very much but it seems unlikely 
that they ever had sex. Obviously, we don’t re-
ally know.

Wct: What did you conclude?
GM: I’m not sure, and we wanted to leave it a 

little bit ambiguous. In the same way we didn’t 
to show him with having a lover at Bletchley 
Park because he didn’t. It’s not like there’s 
some boyfriend that he had that we cut out of 
the story. Christopher was the great love of his 
life and he lost him so young, which is part of 
the tragedy of the story.

Wct: i think it’s fascinating that you’re go-
ing to go from this piece to the devil in the 
White city, which is also about somebody 
hiding [his] inner self.

GM: I like secrets; I like films about secrets. 
We are trying [with The Imitation Game] to 
correct the historical record because Turing’s 
homosexuality had been written out of the of-
ficial history so much and because he was a gay 
man, his role in the history of computing was 
written out. I’m glad to hear about things [like 
the Legacy Project] that are correcting that.

the imitation Game opens in chicago the-
aters on friday, dec. 12.

http://theimitationgamemovie.com/

GaMe from page 28 About Face 
Theatre receives 
$10K grant

Chicago’s About Face Theatre is among 
the National Endowments of the Arts’ 
(NEA’s) 2015 grant recipients.

The company received a $10,000 grant 
to support the commission and develop-
ment of The Babe Didrikson Project with 
book and lyrics by Sarah Gubbins.

The musical will portray Babe Didrikson, 
a famous early 20th-century lesbian ath-
lete who dominated golf, basketball, and 
track and field, and will explore how her 
ability to compete in a male-dominated 
sports culture was a crucial step in bring-
ing visibility to women’s sports.

In its first fiscal year 2015 announce-
ment, the NEA will award $29.1 million 
in 1,116 grants in three categories: Art 
Works, Challenge America and NEA Litera-
ture Fellowships in Creative Writing, ac-
cording to Arts.gov.

Illinois organizations will receive 60 
grants. Some of the other Chicago award-
ees include the American Indian Center, 
Inc., the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
Lookingglass Theatre Company, Lyric Op-
era of Chicago, Columbia College Chicago, 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company, Theater 
Oobleck, Kartemquin Educational Films 
and Facets Multimedia Incorporated.

BETTY’s show 
canceled 

New York City pop/performance band 
BETTY’s Dec. 15 show at City Winery, 1200 
W. Randolph St., has been canceled.

APOLLO THEATER TICKETS CALL 773.935.6100 
TICKETMASTER.COM / GROUPS 312.977.1710 / MILLIONDOLLARQUARTETLIVE.COM
APOLLO THEATERAPOLLO THEATER TICKETS CALL 773.935.6100 TICKETS CALL 773.935.6100 

ELVIS PRESLEY | CARL PERKINS | JERRY LEE LEWIS | JOHNNY CASH

Br
an

do
n B

en
ne

tt,
 La

nc
e L

ip
in

sk
y, 

Sh
au

n W
hi

tle
y, 

Ad
am

 Le
e a

nd
 Ke

lly
 La

m
on

t -
 PH

OT
OS

 BY
 DO

UG
 BL

EM
KE

R A
ND

 GA
BE

 BO
WL

IN
G

COME OUT TO 
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET
“A DAZZLING, RAUCOUS SPECTACLE!” 

NEW YORK MAGAZINE    

The Gershwins®’  

PORGY AND BESS® 
by George Gershwin, DuBose and Dorothy Heyward and Ira Gershwin 

Sung in English with projected English texts

Just 5 more  
chances  
through  
Dec 20

Lyric Opera Presentation. Generous sponsors are the Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust, The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust, Cherryl T. 
Thomas and Ardmore Associates, and Roberta L. and Robert J. Washlow with additional support from the National Endowment for the Arts.
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“ Full of vivid life...bursting with  
buoyant energy”—Chicago Sun-Times

“ Make no mistake...Lyric’s is the  
real thing” with “sheer theatrical 
pizzazz...” —Chicago Tribune

Offer is subject to availability, is non-transferable, is not valid on previously purchased tickets or in 
combination with another offer; excludes main floor prime, only specially-allocated seat locations can 
be assigned. Prices subject to change. Exchanges may be possible but are not guaranteed/discount 
may not carryover to exchanged date, fees may apply.

$299 $99
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BALCONY
with promo code GREATDEAL

http://www.lyricopera.org
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By andreW daVis

Life has gotten topsy-turvy for country star Ty 
Herndon—but he wouldn’t have it any other 
way.

Recently, Herndon (who has had almost 20 
hits on the country-music charts) came out of 
the closet. However, he says he’s had an over-
whelmingly positive response to the revelation.

In a conversation with Windy City Times, an 
earnest Herndon, 52, talked about inspirational 
speaker Anthony Robbins, his ex-wives (who 
knew he was gay) and Billy Gilman (another 
country singer, who came out the same day 
Herndon did).

Windy city times: sometimes i ask celeb-
rities “What’s new?”—but i think a lot of us 
know that regarding you.

Ty Herndon: [Laughs] This is true.
Wct: i read that you had an epiphany [re-

lated to coming out] while attending an an-
thony robbins lecture. is this true?

TH: Yes—and it was in Chicago in 2009. My 
partner, Matt, and I had been together for 
about a year, and he’s a big Anthony Robbins 
supporter. Matt gave me a trip for Christmas; 
we went and it was amazing. Of course, we 
came a few days early because we both love 
your city very much. 

The seminar changed my life. I’m a very 
faith-filled person, anyway, but I didn’t expect 
it to be such a faith-filled organization. It was 
way past time to be authentic, and there were 
a lot of people suffering from the same thing 
I put myself through. I felt I should take the 
journey. 

Wct: so who was the very first person you 

came out to?
TH: Well, we’d have to go way back. I strug-

gled with being gay my entire career. I knew I 
was gay when I was 10 years old, but I no one 
to talk to back then. I have a magical, affirm-
ing and awesome family, but I knew no one 
who was gay—although, looking back, I can 
now see people who were.

The first person I was ever brave enough to 
tell I was gay to was my sister; she kept my 
secret for a long time. Then, I came out to my 
mom; I was 19. 

Wct: and how did she react?
TH: She cried, gave me a big hug. At first, I 

thought the tears meant she was disappointed 
and sad—but her tears were about her love for 
me because I chose to be in a profession that 
was not so affirming about that subject. She 
said, “I just want you to have a happy life, 
and this path is going to be hard.” That’s what 
her tears were about—I was actually happy to 
hear that. 

I wish it could go that well all the time. I 
know that’s just one great story out of thou-
sands that don’t go so well.

Wct: one of the amazing things is that 
your ex-wives knew you were gay.

TH: [Chuckles] Yes; thank goodness I called 
them and let them in on what I was about to 
do. Those ladies are graceful, beautiful peo-
ple, and they were miracles in my life because 
they were willing to walk down this path with 
me. It [related] to what my mom was afraid 
of, so I went to some great extremes. It’s kind 
of crazy because you walk into that room and 
even though they did know... My second wife, 
Renee, still has my last name and is still in my 

family. It runs a lot deeper than just doing you 
a favor. It’s very important that people know 
that.

Wct: yeah—doing a favor usually involves 
something like loaning someone 10 bucks.

TH: [Laughs] Yeah, exactly. 
With Renee, we were going to do this for 

about a year. I had just gotten my record deal, 
and you can imagine how scarring that was. I 
was determined to [succeed in country music] 
because I had talent and I wanted to do it—so 
I went to extremes. I made a lot of bad choices 
along the way, but those are my mistakes and 
I certainly take responsibility for those. At the 
end of the day, God bless the broken road that 
led me here today because it’s part of the fabric 
of my story.

Wct: you and i both know that we live in 
a very cynical world. some people have said 
that you came out solely to boost album 
sales. What’s your response to them?

TH: Well, you have to expect that. I’m not 
the first person to come out; my friend Chely 
Wright did this almost seven years ago, when I 
believe it was a lot harder. She paved the way 
for people like myself, Billy Gilman and some of 
those awesome songwriters in Nashville.

This has been a five-year plan; it was not a 
decision that was made overnight. To be hon-
est with you, until I came out was the first time 
we even talked about a new album. There have 
been at least 135 kids this year alone between 
10 and 14 who have come out—and it didn’t go 
so well and they ended up killing themselves. 
The statistics were just blowing my mind. One 
is too many. Just [last week,] a 12-year-old 
just killed himself over his sexuality. [Editor’s 
note: Herndon was referring to 12-year-old 
Ronin Shimizu, a former sixth-grader enrolled 
at Folsom Middle School in California, recently 
committed suicide after schoolmates had re-
portedly bullied him for being a cheerleader.] 

So people say I did this for my career? Chely 
Wright and I would both say, “Come walk a mile 
in my shoes over the next year of our lives and 
tell us that.”

I still have to make a living. I walked out to 
perform to a crowd just last night—and they 
came to their feet when I walked out. Man, 
that’s still killing me; I came to tears. I told 
them, “You have to let me do my job or I’m just 
gonna cry.” There’s a certain amount of love 
and support that’s blown my mind.

There are always gonna be naysayers. There’s 
not a whole lot you can do about that.

I was in Costco and strangers came up to 
me, hugging me and telling me about their gay 
[relatives]. I mean, people are making me cry 
right there in the grocery store. My aunt said 

that people were coming up to her in church 
and giving her hugs; she said, “I felt like one of 
my kids got married.” So far the path has been 
positive, and I’ve been grateful for that.

Wct: you did mention Billy Gilman. have 
you had a chance to talk with him?

TH: Oh, absolutely. We were on the same 
label, Sony, when he was 12. I’ve known him 
practically his entire life. We lost touch for a 
while and then last year I touched base with 
him; he was really struggling with a lot of the 
same things that Chely and I were struggling 
with. I’m so happy he was brave enough to 
do that YouTube video [in which he came out] 
and push that button. I was honored he chose 
to take this ride with me; he’s a little brother 
and our team has been working with him and 
Chely, forming a coalition that’s sending posi-
tive vibes throughout Nashville and through 
the world: “We’re here, we’re country singers 
and we’re still gonna be doing what we do.”

When I did the entertainment piece with 
[Entertainment Tonight’s] Nischelle [Turner], I 
asked, “Would you hold my hand for a minute?” 
She said, “Sure.” I asked, “Do I feel any differ-
ent?” She said, “You feel a little light and a 
little happy, but you mostly feel a little ner-
vous and a little clammy.” [Both laugh.] 

Wct: you will be touring with two other 
artists.

TH: Yes; I’m currently on a solo tour. I’ll be 
touring with Andy Griggs and Jamie O’Neal next 
year. I hope to play Chicago; it’s been seven 
years since I’ve played there. I can’t wait be-
cause it truly is one of my favorite cities. Matt 
and I have been there probably seven times as 
a weekend getaway.

With Andy and Jamie, it’s been such an odd 
friendship and we’ve known each other for 
years. Jamie is the beautiful blonde diva—ex-
cept, if I’m in a bad mood, I’ll be the diva. 
[Interviewer laughs.] Andy is this amazing, big-
hearted redneck who’s so knowledgeable about 
thing and is such an affirming guy. I’m just a 
redneck boy from Alabama who happens to be 
gay; I came out to these guys a long time ago 
and we give each other a hard time. We have 
such an awesome friendship; we just finished 
three songs in a studio and we have a single 
coming out in January. 

Wct: do you have any advice for perform-
ers, actors, musicians, etc., who may be in 
the closet?

TH: I can only speak from my heart and what 
it’s been like for me. When I walked out on the 
stage [before coming out], the only thing that 
made me authentic was the music. The minute 
I opened my mouth to speak, the camaraderie 
with the audience was all made up. There was 
nothing truthful about it, and it held me down 
for so long—it was such a true oppression for 
me. 

The first thing I noticed in the four shows 
I’ve done since coming out is that there’s a 
different person walking out on that stage. A 
lady looked at me last night and said, “Your 
eyeballs are shiny.” [Both laugh.] It’s the au-
thenticity of being able to be yourself through 
good times, though bad times—through all of 
it. This has been a hard journey.

In Billboard, Chris Willman wrote the head-
line “Hell Yes [It’s a Big Deal].” It matters if 
you come out, no matter what you’re doing in 
this world. It’s important for people to see the 
truth in a person. I’m so sorry it’s taken me so 
long to do that. I feel sad about that, but I’m 
going to put that aside and celebrate now. I’m 
going to work with young kids and older people 
who need help being authentic so they can live 
perfectly happy lives.

Wct: on a totally different note, i couldn’t 
believe your age when i heard it. you look 
35.

TH: Andrew, you’re my new best friend. [Both 
laugh.] My mom looks great; she’s 72. She’s 
talking about taking care of herself. I say, “I’m 
taking care of myself. I think God’s preserving 
me for something. I think the rubber band’s 
gonna break and it’s all gonna fall.” [Laughs]

find out more about ty herndon at http://
tyherndon.info/.

ty herndon. Pr photo

MUSIC

Ty Herndon: Coming out country
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Exhibition organized by 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London

Sound experience by

Presented by

Thompson Chicago,  
MCA Chicago’s Exclusive  
Hotel Partner

David Bowie, 1973. Photo: Masayoshi Sukita. © Sukita/The David Bowie Archive

For extended hours  
and tickets, visit  
mcachicago.org/bowie 
Closes Jan 4

A STARMAN  
HAS LANDED  
IN CHICAGO
GET YOUR  
TICKETS 
BEFORE  
HE’S GONE

http://www.mcachicago.org/bowie


By ross forMan
 
In fewer than two years, Robbie Rogers has 
gone from international soccer sensation to re-
tired soccer player to un-retired to sports role 
model for the LGBT community and beyond. He 
has written his autobiography and is the pro-
ducer for a fictitious comedy TV show, picked 
up by ABC, about a gay soccer player.

And he’s only 27.
“I feel very comfortable, confident in my 

life, where I am right now,” Rogers said in a 
phone interview in mid-November, shortly af-
ter finishing a training session. “I feel more 
complete.”

Rogers tagged the past two years as “crazy,” 
and added that “time has gone by really quick-
ly.” After all, Rogers came out as gay on the 
day he shockingly retired from the sport—and 
he was only 25 at the time. Rogers had played 
for the Columbus Crew in Major League Soccer 
(MLS) and was a member of the U.S. National 
Team, including at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

He came out in a post on his blog. “People 
love to preach about honesty, how honesty 
is so plain and simple. Try explaining to your 
loved ones after 25 years you are gay,” he 
wrote in 2013. “I always thought I could hide 
this secret. Football was my escape, my pur-
pose, my identity. Football hid my secret, gave 
me more joy than I could have ever imagined.”

Rogers’ retirement from soccer lasted only a 
few months. He returned to the grass, playing 
for the Los Angeles Galaxy of MLS in May, 2013.

“I’ve done so much in those two years; it’s 
been pretty amazing. I think I’ve grown a lot. 

It’s been so many really happy times,” Rogers 
said. “Every aspect of my life was different [be-
fore coming out]. I can’t even compare my life 
before and after coming out; it’s just been so, 
so different.”

Rogers is a sports icon who has maintained 
his fan-favorite appeal, with his charming 
smile and magazine cover looks.

“Being a soccer player, you’re a role model, 
and being an out soccer player you’re a role 
model to the LGBT community. But I always 
get nervous being a role model because I know 
I still have so much to learn. I’m 27 years old 
and still trying to figure things out. But I just 
try to be the best role model I can be,” he said.

A California native, Rogers played for the 
University of Maryland before kicking it profes-
sionally on the national and international side 
of soccer. Rogers has worn the Crew and Gal-
axy jersey within MLS, plus Leeds United and 
Stevenage while overseas. He also has been a 
U.S. national-level player for 10 years, with 18 
appearances since 2009 with the U.S. National 
Team.

“Robbie Rogers’ story is as heroic on the field 
as it is off,” Mark Cuban, owner of the NBA’s 
Dallas Mavericks, said in a statement for Rog-
ers’ new book, Coming Out To Play (Penguin 
Books). It was written with Eric Marcus, the 
author of Breaking The Silence, the New York 
Times best-selling autobiography of gay Olym-
pic diving champion Greg Louganis.

Rogers’ book was released Nov. 25.
“I loved how [the book] turned out; I’m re-

ally happy with it,” Rogers said. “In the begin-
ning of the process, I was a little worried, nev-

er having written a book. But I’m really happy.”
Coming Out To Play is Rogers’ memoirs, in-

cluding his troubled childhood and his pain of 
staying silent about his sexual orientation. The 
222-page book is a mix or laughter and tears, 
an emotional ride from his terrifying teenage 
years through his coming-out through his 
strikes with the Galaxy.

“It was really emotional for me to write [the 
book], sort of therapeutic when you go back 
over those feelings, those emotions. I’m happy 
that was able to come through in the book,” 
Rogers said. “The book brought up a lot of 
emotions, a lot of thoughts.

“I was very emotional writing it, naturally. 
It was tough going back through some of the 
[past] times.”

The most challenging part was discussing his 
children, he said. There were parts that “made 
me sad,” he said.

Rogers said he didn’t expect the book to be 
as therapeutic as it has been, or that difficult 
to go through those emotions again. “I was 
not expecting that,” he said.

ABC-TV, it was announced in mid-October, 
signed a deal for Men In Shorts, a comedy 
inspired by Rogers’ life. The project features 
writer Claudia Lonow and producers Craig Zadan 
and Neil Meron. Rogers will serve as a producer 
for the show, expected to be released next 
summer or fall.

“It’s going to be great,” Rogers said of the 
comedy. “I think people will really enjoy it.”

His role will include helping to create realis-
tic characters, settings, and more.

“The main character is named Bobby. There 
are a lot of things that are different about him 
than myself, but also a lot of similarities,” 
Rogers said. “I don’t have any plans of acting 
[in the comedy, though] I think it’d be fun to 
make a small cameo, just for fun.”

Rogers will venture out on a book-signing 
tour in mid-December, with multiple stops in 
California, plus Seattle and New York City an-
nounced. Admittedly, he “never, ever” envi-
sioned such national and international stardom 
and fanfare, though, in May 2013, he became 
the first openly gay man to play in a top North 
American pro sports league.

Jason Collins, who played last season for 
Brooklyn in the NBA, has since joined Rogers 
on the gay, active athlete’s roster, though he 
now waits to see if another teams will sign the 
veteran basketball player.

Michael Sam wants to join the crew, too, 
through the National Football League (NFL), 
eventually. 

Rogers, Collins, Sam and others are role mod-
els for thousands, probably tens of thousands.

“We didn’t have anyone to look up to, an out 
athlete who we could base our careers after—
learn from their mistakes, see what they did 
well,” Rogers said. “We’re now doing things and 
trying to figure out things as we move forward; 
that was difficult for me, especially last year. 
So, I hope by seeing me back in sports and 
enjoying my life that young LGBT can [do the 
same], too. Hopefully people can learn from 
what I’m doing, not just what I’m saying.”

Rogers said he’s been in correspondence with 
numerous college athletes who have reached 
out to him for career and/or coming-out guid-
ance, plus admiring non-athletes from around 
the world. He is an inspiration to all.

“Those stories, those emails really bring hap-
piness to me,” he said.

Note: Rogers and the Los Angeles Galaxy won 
the MLS Cup Final Dec. 7, defeating the New 
England Revolution 2-1 in overtime.
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robbie rogers (left) with MlB ambassador Billy Bean.

Robbie Rogers’ wild ride
culminates in book,
‘Coming Out to Play’

rogers holding the Mls cup after his team 
won the championship. instagram photo

BOOK REVIEW

I Am Jazz
by Jessica Herthel & 
Jazz Jennings, pictures 
by Shelagh McNicholas, 
$17.99; Penguin Deal; 
32 pages
By terri schlichenMeyer
 
You are a one-of-a-kind kid.

There’s nobody else like you. Nobody has 
eyes like yours, or fingers like yours, or ears 
that fold like yours. You think for yourself, 
have your own likes and hates, and people 
love you just the way you are. 

In the new book I Am Jazz, by Jessica 
Herthel & Jazz Jennings, pictures by Shelagh 
McNicholas, you’ll read about a girl who’s 
just like other girls … only different.

Jazz is a little girl who loves the color 
pink. It’s been that way for as long as she 
can remember; she also loves silver and 
green, maybe because they’re sort of mer-
maid colors and Jazz loves mermaids, too.

Like a lot of girls, Jazz spends her days do-
ing “favorite things.” She likes to dance and 
sing and pretend that she’s someone famous. 
She draws, plays soccer, swims, and she loves 
makeup and dress-up. But when Jazz was a 
very little kid, there were people who didn’t 
want her to do any of those things.

That’s because Jazz has “a girl brain but 
a boy body.” She’s transgender, and she was 
born just like that. 

For sure, that caused a lot of confusion 
when Jazz was small because her family 
didn’t understand. Though she looked like a 
boy, she had to remind them that she was 
really a girl inside and reminding made her 
sad. 

Her brothers said that pink and mermaids 

were “girl stuff.” Her sister laughed when 
Jazz talked about “girl thoughts.” Their par-
ents made Jazz wear boys’ clothes (ugh!) 
until they saw a new doctor. The doctor 
said that Jazz was transgender—and since 
Jazz’s parents love Jazz “no matter what,” 
they decided to let her be herself, to wear 
pretty pink clothes and play with the toys 
she liked. 

That wasn’t an easy thing for others to ac-
cept at first, but it’s getting better. Some 
people are understanding, while some kids 
still tease Jazz and call her names—but then 
she remembers that those are the ones who 
don’t really know her very well. Those are the 
kids who can’t see the important parts of a 
person. They’re kids who can’t understand 
different, and “different is special!” 

I really like this book. I like its perky, 
friendly cover and the kid-magnet colors 
that artist Shelagh McNicholas uses. I like 
the basic premise, and the answers it offers 
curious kids, parents and teachers. 

Those are the things that struck me im-
mediately about it. Looking deeper, though, 
I discovered what truly makes I Am Jazz so 
valuable: it’s a unique, no-secrets tale writ-
ten in a kid-friendly, easy-to-grasp, matter-
of-fact way, told in part by author Jennings 
herself. That, with co-author Herthel, makes 
this story glow with a personal, upbeat and 
spirited touch that’s relatable for all chil-
dren.

Meant for 4-to-8-year-olds, I think kids up 
to age 10 could very much appreciate this 
book, especially if there’s a transgender child 
in their school. For them—and for any adult 
who may need it—“I Am Jazz” is a one-of-
a-kind tale.

Want more? Look for The Transgender 
Child, by Stephanie A. Brill & Rachel Pepper; 
or Jacob’s New Dress, by Sarah Hoffman, Ian 
Hoffman and Chris Case.
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ALL IT TAKES IS YOU

(AND NINE OF YOUR FRIENDS)

TO MAKE A HOME FOR THE HOMELESS

ONE APARTMENT
FOR TWO YEARS
FOR $75 A MONTH

This is a project launched by Windy City Times as a result of its LGBTQ homeless youth 
summit. 

The 750 Club aims to provide additional scattered-site housing to unstably housed youth 
who are in school or working at least part-time. There will be a special focus on LGBTQ 
youth, but the program is not exclusive. 

Studies show that stable housing is a basic necessity to maintain health and safety. With-
out it, youth have difficulty attending school, finding and keeping jobs, eating right, stay-
ing healthy, and more.

The 750 Club will address this issue by raising funds for private “adoption” of apartments. 
Existing homeless youth agencies and their case manager programs will provide sup-
portive services to the residents. The program will cover young adults ages 18 to 25, or 
emancipated minors.

Every $750 raised will get approximately one youth in one apartment for one month.

Online donations and monthly pledges can be done via the AFC website

http://tinyurl.com/ApartmentAdopt
For landlords interested in donating the use of an apartment at no or low-cost, please contact Tracy Baim to discuss options. 

Email: editor@windycitymediagroup.com.

$75 one time — House one youth for three days

$75 per month for 10 months — House one 
youth for one month

$75 per month for 24 months — Partnered with 
nine others, you will house one youth for two 
years

$750 a month for 6 months — You will house 
one youth for six months

$750 per month for 24 months — You will house 
one youth for two years

BRONZE LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

PLATINUM LEVEL

TITANIUM LEVEL

EITHER DONATE ON YOUR OWN OR 
BECOME A “TEAM CAPTAIN” AND 
RECRUIT 10 PEOPLE TO DONATE 
$75 EACH PER MONTH.
HERE’S HOW:

All funds raised will be collected and administered by the AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s 
(AFC) housing program, so all donations will be tax deductible. Agencies who utilize 
scattered-site youth housing options will then apply for the use of the funds. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/apartmentadopt
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By anGeliQUe sMith

Joseph Beam’s In the Life: A Black Gay Anthol-
ogy (1986) came at a time when there was a 
lack of cultural guideposts for, and authentic 
reflections of, Black gay men. The book touched 
on isolation, revolution and revelation—and 
paved the way for Steven G. Fullwood and 
Charles Stephens to bring Black Gay Genius, 
an anthology of poems, essays and interviews 
from activists, creators and academics. 

Some pieces allude to Beam’s influence, and 
some are recollections of Beam himself, but all 
are an homage to being “in the life,” and the 
very idea of it found, helped, defined, shaped 
and changed those who read it.

Windy city times: in the introduction, you 
speak of the absolute compulsion to create 
this book. can you talk more about that?

Charles Stephens: The book emerged out of 
conversations that Steven and I’d been hav-
ing over the years, in addition to conversations 

that we’ve witnessed among Black gay men of 
different generations. We wanted the opportu-
nity to harness the power of those conversa-
tions and pay tribute to an amazing legacy. Of-
tentimes, the particular kind of activism in the 
‘80s that figures like Joseph Beam and Essex 
Hemphill were engaged in has in many ways 
been erased from our historical memories. 

Steven Fullwood: We are trying to reclaim 
and capture the work of our elders, their mem-
ories and what they did for us. Learning how to 
be accountable to that which came before you 
is always a challenge, given that books go out 
of print, people’s works are lost, memories fall 
into a void. … We wanted to bring Joe back 
into the public conversation through this work. 

CS: Many of the issues that we grapple with 
today are not completely different from that 
previous generation. We wanted very much to 
use this book as a blueprint, as a way to ex-
cavate some of those lessons. It’s 2014, we’re 
still grappling with racism, homophobia, clas-

sism, hegemonic masculinity … and it’s ex-
tremely important to look back at the legacy 
of these figures.

Wct: robert reid-Pharr states, “hemphill 
and Beam expressed not only their desire to 
see the development of a Black, gay, pro-
gressive community, but also the fear that 
in their efforts to draw such a community 
together they were, in fact, further isolating 
themselves.” is it more important to call on 
the support of other marginalized groups or 
ensure that the Black, gay community fights 
for itself in order to remain authentic? 

SF: I think we can do both. Working with 
other people on multi-platform issues is a 
necessary thing. The way that we typically ap-
proach keeping community together makes us 
think that we dilute our message or we don’t 
serve our own needs if we align ourselves with 
like-minded people in other cultures—I think 
that’s incorrect. There are class and gender is-
sues that are critical for us to understand from 
other people’s points of view. I don’t think it’s 
an “or,” I thinks it’s an “and.” Early on, per-
haps you had to go personal so that it would 
become universal. 

CS: I think that the brilliance of Beam, being 
very influenced by Black feminism, was that 
he was able to capture the singularity of the 
Black gay experience while also seeing the im-

portance of thinking intersectionally.
Wct: the lGBt community hears so much 

about the harvey Milks and the Vito russos, 
but not the Joseph Beams. has there been 
any significant progress with QPoc being 
given their due in terms of historical contri-
butions in the lGBt struggle? 

SF: The reason I think people know the Har-
vey Milks and other white icons is because 
their iconography is constantly being produced 
through print, documentaries, the names of 
centers … it’s a whole cultural practice. It’s 
a power thing: it’s not only about whose book 
stays in print, it’s also about who values what 
you do.

CS: There’s also an extraordinary cost to liv-
ing the life of a radical. Beam wasn’t aligned 
with elite institutions and there’s a conse-
quence of not being in close proximity to in-
stitutional power. Beam was a waiter and he 
worked at Giovanni’s Room [the bookstore]. 
He wasn’t an academic, he didn’t write for the 
mainstream media and when you make those 
kinds of choices, or when those choices are 
sometimes made for you, you’re going to be 
erased. 

Wct: referencing Uhuru’s poem—“see you 
don’t understand, my own people don’t con-
sider me a man,” or Ward’s [with], “i’m too 
stubborn to apply for equal rights in my own 
people’s eyes”—do you think we’re lagging 
behind in terms of acceptance within our 
own community? 

SF: I honestly don’t think Black people are 
any more homophobic than anyone else. That’s 
the line I’m hearing a lot; that’s the public face 
of it, we hear about homophobic Black min-
isters, the family that didn’t accept their son 
or daughter. For every person that didn’t have 
acceptance in the home, there are many more 
that tell a more nuanced story about different 
levels of acceptance. My coming out experi-
ence was extremely positive and I’m not the 
only one. I don’t think we’re lagging behind 
anyone at all, in some ways I think we’re quite 
progressive. 

CS: The narrative of Black people being more 
homophobic works to obscure the ways that 
Black gay men have suffered extreme racism 
in white LGBT spaces, historical and system-
atic strategies to marginalize Black gay men. 
With any mythology, you have to complicate 
it, you have to resist it. It’s not about not ac-
knowledging that there’s homophobia in Black 
communities, but it would be very simplistic to 
just leave the narrative there and not examine 
the very complicated experience of oppression. 

Wct: how did you finalize which works 
would appear in the book?

CS: We had a very big vision, we wanted to 
have a book that was diverse in terms of age, 
gender, geography, experiences, styles of writ-
ing. … It’s ultimately about celebrating, af-
firming and uplifting this legacy.

BOOKS

The editors of Black Gay 
Genius on Joseph Beam

Monday, 12/15/2014 
at 6pm 

at the Humboldt Park 
branch (1605 N. Troy St.)

Monday, 12/22/2014 
at 6pm 

at the Bezazian branch 
(1226 W. Ainslie St.)

Sunday, 12/14/2014 at 2:00 p.m. 
(834 Lake Street) presented by:

PFLAG Oak Park, SAGE (West Suburban Senior Services)  
& OPALGA (Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association)

Scrooge & Marley merchandise will be available at each screening and is available at Amazon.com
scroogeandmarleymovie.com

A HOLIDAY MOVIE FOR ALL OF US

Complimentary, festive holiday screenings of

http://www.scroogeandmarleymovie.com
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Wed., Dec. 10
roxane Gay Bad feminist reading and 

signing New York Times bestselling au-
thor Roxane Gay in conversation about 
feminism, inequality, workplace discrimi-
nation. Doors open at 5:15 pm.  6:00pm - 
8:00pm   First United Methodist Church at 
the Chicago Temple, 77 W. Washington St., 
Chicago  Tickets: http://womenemployed.
org/join-us-conversation-new-york-times-
best-selling-author.

Behind the red curtains, Monologues on 
hiV Addresses the impact of HIV/AIDS 
through spoken word and story-telling. 
Confirmed performers include HIV advo-
cates David Robertson and Sanford Gay-
lord, along with HBO Def Poet M’Reld 
Green.   6:00pm - 9:00pm   City Point 
Loft, 110 E. 23rd St., Tickets: http://
www.eventbrite.com/e/behind-the-
red-curtains-monologues-on-hiv-tick-
ets-14355893865

3rd annual stock the shelter Benefit 
Donate a cozy blanket, a tasty treat or 
other pet items to help stock the local 
shelters as winter approaches. $10 at the 
door directly benefits the dogs and in-
cludes a drink ticket courtesy of R Public 
House. Raffles and prizes. Hosted by Pate.  
7:00pm - 11:00pm   R Public House, 1508 
W. Jarvis Ave.  http://www.rpublichouse.
com

Ugly christmas sweater Bingo w/ Paula 
sinclaire Don your ugly gay apparel with 
Paula Sinclaire, no charge for bingo cards, 
free O-69 shots. At the end, Paula will do 
a Let’s Make a Deal-style thing where you 
can trade your prize in for something bet-
ter ... or not.  9:00pm - 12:00am   Circuit 
Nightclub  3641 N Halsted St

Thursday, Dec. 11 
Webinar: lubes, rings, films, fibers, and 

shots 4 hiV Prevention AIDS Founda-
tion of Chicago’s Jim Pickett and Jes-
sica Terlikowski, Project Ready, Set, PrEP 
Plus (RSP+) webinar on new HIV preven-
tion tools from lubricants and gels to 
injections, films, fibers, rectal douches, 
rings, new male and female condoms and 
ways to get involved in research advo-
cacy  2:00pm - 3:30pm   Online  Tickets: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/regis-

ter/3129876759014116609
holidays on ice 2014 Lambda Legal’s Chi-

cago Leadership Council (CLC) and Host 
Committee present the fourth annual win-
ter cocktail party that celebrates and sup-
ports the work of Lambda Legal.  6:30pm   
Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chicago  
http://www.sidetrackchicago.com

Gerber/hart library and archives open 
meeting Board member Carrie Barnett will 
speak about the state of the organization 
and goals for 2015 and tours will be of-
fered. Open to the public. Free parking 
is available at the building. Further info: 
info@gerberhart.org   7:00pm   Gerber 
Hart Library and Archives, 6500 N. Clark 
St., Chicago  773-381-8030  http://ger-
berhart.org 

equality il’s naughty or nice holiday so-
cial An evening of friends old and new, 
delicious cocktails, great music, amazing 
raffle prizes, and more. $15 in advance 
includes two drink tickets; at the door, 
tickets will be $20, so purchase yours in 
advance at www.tinyurl.com/eqilholiday 
for a discounted rate.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   
Progress Bar  3359 N Halsted 

Friday, Dec. 12
formerly known as (fka) Long-running 

Northside queer dance party moves to 
second Friday of each month. Welcom-
ing space for people of all genders, rep-
resentations, expressions, identities and 
sexualities.   10:00pm   Big Chicks  5024 
N Sheridan Rd Chicago  http://facebook.
com/FKADANCE

human christmas tree decorating Party 
Benefit for Groceryland Pantry.   10:00pm 
- 5:00am   Touche  6412 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.touchechicago.com

Big red and the Boys: a new home for 
the holidays! About Face Theatre pres-
ents this non-traditional concert of songs, 
stories and spirits starring Meghan “Big 
Red” Murphy, John Francisco (AFT Artis-
tic Associate), Patrick Andrews (AFT Ar-
tistic Associate) and Nick Davio. Kicking 
off its fourth year, the show has already 
become an annual tradition for Chica-
goans looking to escape typical holiday 
drudgery and celebrate in their own way. 
Performances on Dec. 12-13, 15, 19-20.  

11:00pm - 12:00am   Theater Wit  1229 
W Belmont Ave. Chicago  https://www.
theaterwit.org/tickets/productions/212/
performances#top

tchaikovsky’s the nutcracker By the Hyde 
Park School of Dance. $30 for reserved 
seating, $20 general admission for adults; 
$15 for seniors; $10 for kids  7:00pm   
Mandel Hall, 1131 E. 57th St., Chicago  
Tickets: http://hydeparkdance.org

Saturday, Dec. 13
depression and Bipolar support alliance, 

chicago-area GlBt chapter Depression 
and Bipolar Support Alliance chapter spe-
cifically founded for Chicago-area GLBT 
community with mood disorders or other 
significant psychological conditions, as 
well as their friends, partners, and family 
members. All are welcome.  11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Center on Halsted,  3656 N Halsted 
St.; http://www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

army v. navy Game and charity cookoff 
Game time is 2 pm with sound. Army v 
Navy Cookoff: 1-5 pm. Johnny Van’s Texas 
Smokehouse (Army) and Crew’s own Julio 
Lopez (Navy) will compete for the favorite 
food special of the day. Eat and vote for 
the best. Raffle and a portion of proceeds 
from the food specials will benefit The Il-
linois Patriot Education Fund.   11:00am 
- 8:00pm   Crew Bar & Grill  4804 N Broad-
way Chicago  http://www.illinoispatriot-
educationfund.org/

dave koz and friends christmas tour 
2014 Openly gay multi-Grammy nominee 
and saxophonist extraordinaire with spe-
cial guests Jonathan Butler, Christopher 
Cross and Maysa  4:00pm   The Chicago 
Theatre (Chicago)  175 N State St. Chicago  
800-745-3000  Tickets: http://LiveNation.
com

st. lucia festival of lights Traditional 
Swedish event, a torch-lit procession on 
the sidewalks of Clark St. and Lucia cel-
ebration at the museum. Admission is $1 
or can of food to benefit Care for Real  
4:45pm   The Swedish American Museum 
Center  5211 N. Clark St. Chicago  773-
728-2995  http://www.andersonville.org

sparkle …. a christmas cabaret A Church 
4 Me MCC and Imperial Windy City Court 
present a show created by A Church 4 Me 
music director Michael McBride, featur-
ing Windy City Imperial Court performers 
and top cabaret and theater perform-
ing artists. Windy City Times readers can 
get $5 tickets by using the promotional 
code “WCT” when ordering tickets. Tickets 
$15 pre-sale, $20 at the door   7:00pm - 
10:00pm   Atmosphere Bar  5355 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.achurch4me.org

Bearly legal GayCo Productions, Chicago’s 
longest-lasting LGBTQ sketch comedy 

group, turns 18 years old this year, and is 
debuting a brand new sketch comedy show 
in the heart of Boystown. Through Dec. 
20. $18 (students pay $13).  10:00pm   
The Playground Theater  3209 N Halsted 
St, Chicago   773-871-3793  http://GayCo.
com/bearlylegal  Tickets: http://bearlyle-
gal.eventbrite.com

Gay ‘90s w/ dJ Moose DJ Moose spins an 
all ‘90s set, all night long.  11:00pm - 
5:00am   Jackhammer  6406 N Clark St

Sunday, Dec. 14
scrooge and Marley PFLAG Oak Park, West 

Suburban Senior Services and Oak Park 
Area Lesbians and Gay Association present 
a complimentary, festive holiday screen-
ing of a modern day, gay adaptation of 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Cast mem-
bers and filmmakers in attendance. See 
separate entry for after party with Becca 
Kaufman  2:00pm   Oak Park Library  834 
Lake St Oak Park, IL 60301  http://http://
opalga.org/

scrooge and Marley after-party After the 
2pm screening at Oak Park Public Library 
the after party will include a carol sing-a-
long led by Becca Kaufman, refreshments, 
Scrooge & Marley merchandise.  4:30pm   
First United Church of Oak Park  848 Lake 
St. Oak Park, IL 60301  http://opalga.org

feminist Book Group Men Explain Things 
to Me by Rebecca Solnit  6:30pm   Women 
& Children First Bookstore  5233 N Clark 
St Chicago  http://www.womenandchil-
drenfirst.com

chigaygo: Make the yuletide Gay(er) 
The line up is so ridiculously fabulous, 
you’ll feel like a kid on the night before 
Christmas. Featuring Gwen La Roka, The 
Fruit Flies, Peter S. Kim, Amy Eisenberg 
and Ever Mainard. Hosted by Scott Duff.  
8:00pm - 11:00pm   The Laugh Factory,  
3175 N Broadway

Monday, Dec. 15
“Winning Marriage” chicago launch event 

Freedom to Marry and Equality Illinois 
present the Chicago launch of “Winning 
Marriage: The Inside Story of How Same-
Sex Couples Took on the Politicians and 
Pundits--and Won” by Marc Solomon.  
6:00pm   Organizing for Action, 224 North 
Desplains, Chicago  http://www.freedom-
tomarry.org/page/s/winning-marriage-
chicago-event

Michelle chamuel Bespectacled out song-
stress who won American’s hearts in sea-
son 4 of The Voice.   10:00pm   Lincoln 
Hall Chicago  2424 N Lincoln Ave Chicago  
http://www.lincolnhallchicago.com

Tuesday, Dec. 16
david Bowie is The first retrospective of 

the extraordinary career of David Bowie-
one of the most pioneering and influential 
performers of our time. More than 400 ob-
jects from the David Bowie Archive. $25. 
Through Jan. 4, 2015  12:00pm   Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MCA)  220 East Chi-
cago Ave Chicago  312-397-4068  Tickets: 
http://www2.mcachicago.org/exhibition/
david-bowie-is 

chicago artists chorale inaugural concert 
New group of more than 50 members en-
tirely from the area’s professional theatre 
community. Info from chicagoartistscho-
rale@gmail.com  7:30pm   First United 
Methodist Church, Chicago Temple, 77 
W. Washington St. Tickets: http://www.
brownpapertickets.com

Wed., Dec. 17
PflaG chicago Monthly Meeting Parents, 

Family members, Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) has support groups and edu-
cational speakers, advocacy activities. All 
welcome on the third Wednesday. Call 1 
(630) 415-0622 or email Metro Chicago 
South Chapter: pflagmetrochicagosouth-
side@pflagillinois.org or contact Keith 
McCoy at kmccoy@windycityblackpride.
org or Peter Ji at pjiman1@hotmail.com.   
11:00pm - 1:00pm   Affinity Community 
Services  5650 S. Woodlawn Ave Garden 
Level Chicago  http://pflagillinois.org
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By MeGhan streit

rPM steak, River North’s glitzy new steak-
house is pure decadence, from start to finish, 
with a price tag to match. The Kinzie Street 
space is handsome and mod. There’s a bit of a 
mid-century vibe to the decor and you can sort 
of imagine Don Draper chain-smoking his way 
through a mostly liquid lunch at one of the 
luxe leather booths. 
 There’s a definite air of sophistication at RPM 
Steak. The waiters are dressed in white jack-
ets and there are lots of sharp-dressed hosts 
buzzing around with earpieces, orchestrating  
a grand show. The restaurant’s reputation—
President Obama dined there in October and 
TV personality Giuliana Rancic is behind the 
place—makes you wonder what celebs might 
be dining at the next table, or more likely in 

one of the private dining rooms upstairs, where 
you’ll never even catch a glimpse of them.
 You can start your meal in traditional steak-
house fashion with a plate of Parker House 
rolls. At RPM Steak, the rolls are served on 
mini-silver cake stands, an indication of much 
pomp and circumstance to come. Or, jump right 
into the decadent meal with the three-cheese 
fondue and garlic bread. Generously oiled slic-
es of toasted bread are propped up in a pool 
of rich melted cheese. The creamy mixture is 
spiked with plenty (almost too much) fresh 
garlic. The fondue is certainly tasty, but almost 
too heavy to come before a big steak dinner.
 On the lighter side, there’s plenty of fresh 
seafood to start off your meal, including a 
platter for $115 that includes lobster, shrimp, 
oysters and crab legs. If you’re not dining on 
an expense account, try a salad instead. The 
Bibb and avocado salad is absolutely delight-
ful, thanks to the addition of lots of fresh dill 
as well as some diced and marinated heirloom 
tomatoes nestled on the bottom. 
 If you’re at RPM, you’re there for the steak—
and there is a wide selection of cuts, making 
it difficult to choose. The good news is that 
you really can’t go wrong when you’re dealing 
with beef of this quality. The filet mignon is a 

no-brainer. I had to order mine well-done, not 
because I am insane, but because I am with 
child and therefore not allowed to eat “under-
cooked meat” (along with a long list of other 
delicious things, sigh). But even though I had 
to desecrate the darn thing with my cooking 
instructions, it came out beautifully charred 

on top but still crazy tender on the inside. A 
sprinkle of the house steak salt is the perfect 
way to draw out the juicy flavors of the beef. 
If you’re really looking to indulge, wander on 
over to the wagyu section of the menu. The 
five-ounce Japanese A5 Miyazaki is one of the 

WeeKly dininG GUide in 
theDISH

rpM steak

Turn to page 36
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ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ANTIQUES

CAREGIVER SERVICES
CERTIfIED NuRSINg ASSISTANT looking for a live-
in or come-and-go position in Chicago for another 
gay man, lesbian or anyone in need of a competent 
caregiver. I have a valid driver’s license and a clear 
driving record but currently have no vehicle. In the 
past year or so I have passed three background checks 
and drug tests for other jobs. Past clients have needed 
care for Lewy Body Dementia, Parkinson’s Disease, 
stroke, medication reminders, pet care, end-of-life 
care or just needed some help with activities of daily 
living. Transfers with a Hoyer lift or gait belt are not 
a problem for me. I like to cook and try new recipes. 
I am also a Licensed Massage Therapist. Open to 
negotiation of compensation. Contact Christopher at 
773-615-3649

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNuT CLEANINg SERVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/18/15-52)

HELP WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MAKE YOuR HOME LOOK fABuLOuS! Fix-up your home 
before the holiday season.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com   (10/14/15-56)

gAY OWNED AND OPERATED fOR OVER 35 YEARS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

INTERIOR PAINTINg AND DECORATINg. Now that Fall 
is here its time to clean up with some fresh colors. 
give me a call and I’ll stop by for a free estimate. 
847-414-3422 (11/26/14-8)

LEGAL SERVICES

MASSAGE
fIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEuR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

MEDIATION SERVICES
McDONOugH MARITAL MEDIATION SERVICES Di-
vorce, prenuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
Call Virginia 630.355.7055 or McDonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McDonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
INCLuSIVE CATHOLIC COMMuNITY. Dignity/Chicago 
envisions a Catholic Church welcoming to all – LGB-
TIQ. Join us on Sunday’s for Catholic Mass 5:00 p.m. 
at BUMC, 3344 N Broadway. Learn more at www.
dignity-chicago.org (11/11/15-52)

SPIRITUALITY

WEDDING SERVICES

WEDDING SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDERINg WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (12/10/14-13)

gAY OWNED AND OPERATED fOR OVER 35 YEARS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE - LAKEFRONT

HOME IN NE WISCONSIN

HISTORIC BRICK HOME
OVERLOOKING LAKE MICHIGAN
Only Minutes from Door County
Over 5,000 square feet, 5 BR, 4.5
Baths, 2 Fireplaces, open staircase,
black walnut woodwork, 4-season
sun room with slate floor and views
of Lake in Kewaunee, WI.  Third floor
BR suite with full bath and sitting
room or office with lake views.
Mid-century décor, furnishings
available.  Well maintained and
priced to sell at $299,900.
Motivated Sellers. 

See video at:
http://tinyurl.com/mu5r2eu

Or Google MLS #121102. 
heidi.neubauer@era.com
Heidi / 1-800-661-8555

FOR SALE - CONDOS
ANDERSONVILLE DuPLEX CONDO $395K Rare avail-
ability of a modern 1st flr spacious duplex 3br/3ba 
style condo in Andersonvlle, on a quiet tree lined 
street located w/i short distance of CTA red line, An-
dersonville retail & ent. district. Features 2 flrs, new 
stainless steel appls, hardwood floors, new carpeting 
in LL, front loading washer/dryer, stm shower, lrg 
covered deck, 2 gas FPs, & new furnace. Exceptional 
move-in con. 1 car owned parking space. Broker: 
Crowe@conlonrealestate.com (12/10/14-1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

SPACIOuS HORNER PARK WEST Irving Park Community, 
Quiet Building, 1st floor, 5 Room, Hardwood Floors, 
Stove, Fridge, Basement Laundry, Gated Backyard, 
Heat Included, $1,200, 715-281-7020 (12/10/14-
1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE+ 
BEDROOM

HugE BEAuTIfuL 2,100 SQfT ROgERS PARK, 6.5 
rooms, A/C ,FREE Laundry, garage, heat. Near excel-
lent Transportation, Shopping. Sunny, NEW hardwood 
floors windows appliances, ceiling fans. 773-407-
5711, 773-764-3103, Irvingchicago@gmail.com. 
Available December 1st. Housebroken pets okay. 
$1,685. See photos here: http://chicago.craigslist.
org/chc/apa/4750418868.html (12/10/14-4)

Design Consultant
Tired of the typical 8 to 5 job?

Want to make more money?
Have more free time?

Work from home?

Closets by Design
would like to talk with you!

PT/FT positions available for
our Chicago territory.

Leads & training provided.
You provide a great

personality and a willingness
to learn.

You will be assessing client
needs, measuring & designing
the client’s space. We then

install your designs.

Earn 2k & 4k per month,
base + commission

edcoloncbd@gmail.com
or fax: 630-359-5408

www.closetsbydesign.com

ANTIQUE 
MARKET & SALES

Sat. Dec 13th & Sun. Dec 14th
Hours: Sat. 10am-4pm

Sun. 8am-3pm / $7
Early Buyers: Sat. 8-10am / $25

Lake County Fairgrounds
GRAYSLAKE (1060 E. Peterson)

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

/windycitymediagroup @windycitytimes1

most beautifully marbled cuts I’ve laid eyes on, 
and cutting off a bite is like slicing through a 
stick of butter—a $73 stick of butter.
 Of course, you’ll need some sides to ac-
company your pricey slabs of beef, and there 
are plenty of tempting ones. The Brussels 
sprouts—which are shredded, slathered with 
olive oil and studded with bacon—are fantas-
tic. The intriguing-sounding “Millionaire’s Po-
tato” pairs nicely with the steaks. It’s an over-
sized double-baked spud topped with a thick 
layer of fontina and nearly as thick a layer of 
shaved black truffles. The flavors are rich and 
delicious, but it verges on gluttonous, as does 
its $18 price tag.
 It’s hard not to stuff yourself with meat and 
potatoes, but try to save some room for des-
sert—it’s one of the more whimsical and enjoy-
able parts of the meal. The popcorn, peanuts 
and chocolate is an absolute delight (in an ed-
ible chocolate bowl!). Beneath a large scoop 
of vanilla ice cream hides surprise after sweet 
surprise. There’s a layer of chocolate-y cookie 
crumb crust, some crunchy peanut brittle and, 
best of all, some light-as-air peanut-butter 
cream on the bottom. If you’re celebrating a 
special occasion, you will be presented with 
a platter of pouffy blueberry flavored cotton 
candy, a few bites of which is a fun and relaxed 
way to end a serious meal. In fact, the other 
courses could benefit from some of the light-
ness and playfulness that dessert brings.
 RPM Steak is at 66 W. Kinzie St.; call 312-
284-4990 or visit www.rpmsteak.com.
 Do you need some more sugar and spice 
in your life? follow me on Twitter (@Suga-
rAndSpiceMS) for news and views on Chica-
go’s dining scene. 

DISH from page 35
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“I want Allison Williams as a boy to take my 
gay virginity.”—Zach Braff chimes in with his 
positive comments about the latest Peter Pan. 
Clap if you believe in fairies.

The column for this same week in 2013 
opened with me talking about The Sound of 
Music, starring that thespian, Carrie Under-
wood. And here we are in 2014, opening the 
column talking about yet another live musi-
cal on television. Plus ça change, plus c’est la 
même chose. What do we have to say about 
Peter Pan? Alas, none of the Darling children 
plummeted to their deaths on live TV. I was 
pleasantly surprised to see Michael Park cast 
as one of the dancing and singing pirates—
especially after memorably stepping on Laura 
Benanti’s gown last year. But there was one 
tragedy—only half the viewers from last year 
tuned in. I’m sure Miss Underwood brought in 
people who would not typically watch a Broad-
way show.

When Christopher Walken was awake, he was 
quite entertaining. But more often than not, 
it appeared as if he was starring in Weekend 
at Bernie’s—The Musical. He seemed to go for 
his climactic notes by opening his mouth but, 
strangely, nothing came out. It was all a bit 
too Marcel Marceau. Happily, he wasn’t also 
cast as Mr. Darling. That double duty went to 
Christian Borle, who came through for live TV 
musicals two years in a row—I suspect he’s 
on the shortlist to lead next year’s The Mu-
sic Man—Live. Most of my fans were curious 
about Borle’s arms—his Smee was positively 
pumped. As the behind-the-scenes special 
showed, those were indeed his guns ... armed 
and loaded. Speaking of arms, Williams looked 
emaciated for a youthful boy; perhaps Mary 
Martin and Mia Farrow had the right idea with 
a half-sleeve. And how does one play Peter Pan 
without a Peter Pan collar?

For those of you who wondered why NBC kept 
the convention of a girl playing the part, I sup-
pose I can now tell you that the role was origi-
nally offered to little Daniel Radcliffe. He was 
intrigued by the possibility, but ultimately de-
cided it would be a step backward in his quest 
to be taken seriously as an adult actor.

Anderson Cooper is very much alive—but it 
was touch and go. For more than a week, the 
Silver Fox was feeling sharp stomach pains. 
He initially chalked it up to a hectic schedule. 
But while in France for Thanksgiving, he was 
convinced that he had food poisoning. Upon 
returning home, he went straight ... to the 
doctor. It turned out he had appendicitis and 
was immediately operated on. He missed his 
broadcast, but tweeted, “I’ll be back on the air 
tomorrow. Had an appendicitis and had to have 
sudden surgery last night.”

One person who is happy Cooper is fine is 
Kathy Griffin, who will once again join the 
newsman for CNN’s New Year’s Eve coverage. 
But that’s not all—as we previously reported, 
Griffin has been officially named the new host 
of E!’s Fashion Police. Kathy made the an-
nouncement, saying, “I get it! These are some 
big shoes I’m going to fill. Joan was truly one 
of a kind. Now I hope you will accept me for 
me. I’m just Kathy. Did I say I’m just Kathy? I 
meant I’m Kathy F***ing Griffin and you celeb-
rities better strap yourself in, as I am taking 
no prisoners. I am not holding back so DAMMIT 
let’s have some fun!” 

Griffin was hesitant to take the gig because 
of the inevitable comparisons to Joan Rivers, 
and because a weekly show would severely 
limit her touring. However, E! cut the show 
schedule in half and only ordered 17 episodes 
for 2015. That brings us to the other reason 
Griffin took the job—rumor had it that if she 
didn’t sign on the dotted line, the show would 
have been cancelled. Since she wanted to pro-
tect Joan’s legacy—and keep the crew gain-
fully employed—she jumped in. It should be 
noted that the other addition to the panel is 

the delicious Brad Goresky, from It’s a Brad, 
Brad World.

Due to recovery from a viral infection, Cher 
has missed quite a few shows on her concert 
tour. And now it’s official—the last leg of her 
“Dressed 2 Kill” tour has been cancelled. She 
stated, “I am totally devastated. Nothing like 
this has ever happened to me. I cannot apolo-
gize enough to all the fans who bought tickets. 
I’m so proud of this show. It is my best ever. 
I sincerely hope that we can come back again 
next year and finish what we started.”

Divas in distress leads us to Billy’s Holiday 
Gift Giving Suggestions. This week’s item is 
something that will not only make your spirits 
bright, but will also raise money for a great 
cause. Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS has a 
limited edition Liza Minnelli holiday ornament. 
Liza, who is recovering from back surgery, said, 
“I’m simply delighted and so honored to be 
immortalized with such a wonderfully crafted 
ornament. I’m especially proud to help support 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, an orga-
nization that has been very dear to my heart 
for more than two decades.” Previous legends 
in the ornament series are Julie Andrews, Carol 
Channing, Angela Lansbury, Bernadette Peters, 
Chita Rivera and Gwen Verdon. Liza’s six-inch 
glass likeness features her in a red sequin out-
fit and hat—circa “The Act” 1977. To order the 
ornament, head on over to BroadwayCares.org.

Finally, a bit of troublesome news. I would 
like you to brace yourselves because one 
doesn’t deliver news like this every day. Susan 
Boyle—you know, the chick with Asperger’s 
and a mustache—has her first boyfriend at 
53 years old! That cagey minx said, “It’s very 
early days so we’ll see what happens. I hope he 
visits.” Visits? Is he in some sort of a facility 
where he needs to get a weekend pass? Or per-
haps it’s the other way around. Susan added, 
“I don’t want to say any more about who he is 
right now as that would be unfair on him. All 
I’ll say is we are around the same age and he 
was a very nice guy.” With that description, I 
kinda think she’s describing someone she met 
on a bus! But, good on you, Susie.

When Susan Boyle has someone stuffing her 
stockings and I don’t, it’s definitely time to 
end yet another column. For all your gossip 
needs, be sure to check out www.BillyMasters.
com. You’ll notice that our iconic website is 
going through a metamorphosis. We hope to 
have our new look ready to be unveiled in 
the next couple of weeks. What’s coming? I’m 
sworn to secrecy, but you can try and get it out 
of me. Just drop a note to Billy@BillyMasters.
com and I promise to get back to you before 
Susan Boyle gets cast in the UK version of Pe-
ter Pan—Live as Nana! So, until next time, re-
member one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

kathy Griffin is part of changes on the show 
fashion Police, Billy says. Pr photo

Vogue

Tots
for

S T A R D U S T  &  M I S H K A  P R E S E N T

RSVP FOR REDUCED COVER TILL 11PM

DO312.COM/STARDUST
$2 PBR / $3 BERLIN BOMBS / $6 STOLI

WITH DJs: CELEBRITY
JUDGE PANEL

BRING A TOY
FOR REDUCED COVER

TESS KISNER
(SLO MO)

ALL THE WAY KAY
(LESBIFRIENDS)

SWAGUERRILLA
(LESBIFRIENDS, CHANCES DANCES)

PRIZES FROM BERLIN NIGHTCLUB, MISHKA NYC, REPLAY, PABST BREWING
 KOKOROKOKO, MEN’S GROOMING PARLOR, TABOO TABOU & MORE! 

OPEN TO ANY CONTESTANT | SIGN-UPS START AT 10PM SHARP

HOSTED BY:
RANDALL HILL, LAURA TAKA TAKA & MORE!

RO 007, LUCY STOOLE, NESTOR, LVL3,

Thursday

Dec 11th

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.do312.com/stardust
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By Matt SiMonette
 
Hundreds of Chicagoans gathered at Union Station Dec. 4, when 
its Great Hall was transformed into a veritable realm of sweets.

AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s annual fundraising event World 
of Chocolate featured more than 20 chocolatiers, including 
Argo Tea, Baron Chocolatier Chocolate, Chocolat Uzma Sharif, 
Das Foods, LLC, Dove Chocolate Discoveries, Hotel InterCon-
tinental Chicago, Kendall College School of Culinary Arts, Le 
Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts, Life’s Sweeter Side, mEAT 
on Chestnut, Mercat a la Planxa, The Peninsula Chicago, Prasino 
LaGrange, Riques Cocina Mexicana, RL Restaurant, Sophie’s at 
Saks Fifth Avenue, Starbucks, Uptown Brownie, Vanilla Patis-
serie, Walgreens, Wow Bao and ZED451.

Offerings ranged from sweet to savory, and traditional to ex-
otic. RL Restaurant soaked its brownies in rum, while Wow Bao 
served a warm chocolate ganache in dim sum-style bao buns. 
Uptown Brownie presented what it called its “Velvet Elvis” 
brownie, featuring peanut butter, marshmallow, candied bacon 
and banana chips.

Carnivores weren’t left out in the lurch, either—Baron Choco-
latier served duck breast with a dark chocolate pomegranate-
acai drizzle; InterContinental Chicago presented a bitter choco-
late braised short rib with celery-root mousse; and Sophie’s at 
Saks Fifth Avenue offered a stuffed roulade of turkey, guajillo 
spiced squash purée and dark chocolate mole.

Winners of this year’s chocolatier compe-
tition included Uptown Brownie for Best 
Sweet; Mercat a la Planxa for Best Savory; 
InterContinental Chicago for Best Li-
bation; ZED451 for People’s 
Choice; Life’s 
Sweeter Side for 
Business Class 
1 and The Pen-
insula Chicago 
for Business 
Class 2.

Union Station becomes a ‘World of Chocolate’

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

EXPERIENCED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Call toll free (866) 233-2550 
or email mclaym1@aol.com

Flexible and affordable rates!

Immigration Attorney Services
• Green cards • Visas • Asylum • Appeals 

• Removal and all other matters

Notary Public Services
Mobile notary public for all occasions, 

preparation of wills/trusts, power of attorney

MArk ClAy

Photos by anthony Meade. See many more photos 
online at www.windycitymediagroup.com and in this 
week’s issue of nightspots.
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Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX make it yoUr BUsiness

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
ilo

ilo
CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  

773-877-3500
3000 N. Halsted St., Suite 611

ClarityAllergyCenter.com

• Asthma
• Chronic Cough
• Hayfever
• Sleep apnea
• Hives
• Eczema

• Sinus Headaches
• Bronchitis
• Pet Allergies
• Allergy-related fatigue
• Immunotherapy 
   (allergy shots)

Brian rotskoff, M.D.
Compassionate and 
Comprehensive 
allergy and 
asthma Care

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             
• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

• Service
• Installation
• Sales

847-729-7889
www.AAServiceCo.com

550 Anthony Trail, Northbrook, IL

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AAService

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
24-Hour Emergency Service

We Service ALL Makes & Models

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com
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anSEE IT IN CHICAGO FIRST
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES AND TICKETMASTER RETAIL LOCATIONS.  GROUPS 10+ : 312- 977-1710
February 17–March 29 •  • 800-775-2000 •

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY

BRIAN HOLLAND-LAMONT DOZIER-EDDIE HOLLAND
(OR IG INAL SONGS ALONG W ITH CLASS IC H ITS • STOP IN THE NAME OF LOVE • REACH OUT, I’LL BE THERE)

BOOK BY

LINDA BLOODWORTH-THOMASON
(CREATOR OF DES IGN ING WOMEN)

BASED ON THE PARAMOUNT PICTURES CORPORATION MOTION PICTURE AND THE ORIGINAL NOVEL BY OLIVIA GOLDSMITH
ADAPTED FROM A BOOK BY
RUPERT HOLMES

WITH ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY
SIMON PHILLIPS

DIRECTED BY

SIMON PHILLIPS

http://www.broadwayinchicago.com

	Pages from WCT_20141210_web.pdf
	WCT_20141210_15.pdf
	Pages from WCT_20141210_web-2.pdf
	WCT_20141210_36.pdf
	Pages from WCT_20141210_web-3.pdf
	WCT_20141210_38.pdf
	Pages from WCT_20141210_web-4.pdf



