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By GReTCHen RaCHeL BLiCKenSdeRfeR

A self-made U.S. billionaire and co-founder of the Paul Mitchell line of hair care prod-
ucts and Patron Tequila, John Paul DeJoria once advised people, “Remember that, 
once something good happens for you, success unshared is failure.” 

In 2009, he heard the story of Kinley Preston—the only transgender woman in one 
of the first classes at the then-newly opened Paul Mitchell The School, Chicago in 
University Village. Preston had only recently arrived to the city from her home town 
in central Nebraska, and nothing good was happening for her. 

Far from the support system of her family at home, what little self-confidence she 
had was robbed through a daily persecution of her appearance even while she was 
minding her own business on the bus to and from class. 

The harassment was so crushing that, when Preston caught bronchitis the following 
month, she was too terrified to go to the hospital. One night, while standing outside 
of a Lake View nightclub, Preston was attacked by a man and defended herself with 
a can of Mace. She told Windy City Times that she was arrested by officers from the 
Chicago Police Department (CPD) for using a particular grade of Mace which they 
maintained was illegal in the city. Preston added that she was told this only after the 
arresting officers discovered she was transgender. While in custody, she asserted that 
she was beaten mercilessly. She recalled leaving the police precinct the following day 
with over 17 cuts and bruises, adding that an officer had kicked one of her breasts 
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RORY DAYS
Filmmaker Rory Kennedy talks 
about Last Days of Vietnam, which is 
currently at Music Box Theatre.
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By LiSa Keen
Keen neWS SeRviCe

If state bans against same-sex marriages were 
a table, the striking down of the Defense of 
Marriage Act last year was like the loss of a 
leg. The announcement last week that the U.S. 
Supreme Court would not hear appeals to keep 
such bans on the books was like the loss of a 
second leg. The table has fallen. All that is left 
is for the Supreme Court to remove the final 
two legs—by declaring that such bans are un-
constitutional and by ensuring that its declara-
tion does not provide a way for any individual 
state to continue its ban.
 The stunning rapidity with which much of 
this has already happened has left even the 
most seasoned LGBT activist in awe. Yes, it 
took 10 years to go from the first trial in Ha-
waii to the landmark ruling in Massachusetts. 
And yes, it took roughly another 10 years to 
witness the decimation of the most harmful 
part of DOMA. But the number of states, either 
by legislative action or court order, enforcing 
the principle of equal protection in marriage 
law has climbed dramatically and steeply in the 
past 12 months—from 14 in October 2013 to 
29 so far this month.
 And the victory is not in numbers only. The 
states that have entered the equality column 
with regards to the right to marry include some 
of the nation’s most conservative: Utah, West 
Virginia, and North Carolina, across four cir-
cuits: the Fourth, Seventh, Ninth and Tenth.
 There have been some breath-holding mo-
ments: Two days after the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused, on Oct. 6, to hear seven petitions 
concerning five state bans on same-sex mar-
riage, there was a bit of a puzzlement, even 
pause. On Oct. 7, the Ninth Circuit declared 
bans in Nevada and Idaho to be unconstitu-
tional, but Justice Anthony Kennedy granted 
a stay against that circuit’s decision—a stay 
very much like the ones the Supreme Court had 
just lifted in three other circuits.
 The Ninth Circuit decision had been issued by 
a three-judge panel, so Idaho had a right to ask 
the full Ninth Circuit to hear an appeal, and it 
plans to press that appeal. 
 The puzzlement was that Kennedy’s order in-
cluded Nevada, and Nevada state officials had 
not asked for a stay. They had not defended 
their ban in court and they were ready to en-
force the Ninth Circuit panel decision. Why 
would Kennedy include Nevada?
 Turns out: It was apparently a mistake and, 
within hours, Kennedy removed Nevada from 
the stay. By Oct. 10, the entire court lifted the 
stay on the Ninth Circuit panel decision. 
 The Supreme Court had already surprised 
many court observers on the first day of its 
2014 session when it declined to hear appeals 
from the five states regarding the constitution-
ality of state laws that ban marriage licenses 
or even recognition of marriages for same-sex 
couples. The surprise was not that the court 
declined to hear the appeals; a number of sea-
soned court watchers suggested that scenario 
because all the lower courts—three federal 
circuits and five federal district court judges— 
had agreed such bans are unconstitutional. The 
Supreme Court does not tend to get involved in 
disputes where all the courts below agree.
 The surprise was that the Supreme Court an-
nounced its decision so soon. It had sat on 
previous LGBT-related cases (DOMA and Propo-
sition 8) for weeks before announcing whether 
it would hear those appeals. The court receives 
about 10,000 requests each year to review low-
er court decisions and accepts only about 75 to 
80 of those. In order to accept a case, at least 
four of the nine justices must agree to do so.
 So, in the case of the marriage ban appeals, 
there were not four justices who wanted to 

grant the reviews. That meant six justices said, 
‘No, we don’t want to hear any of these mar-
riage cases.’
 “I would say the Supreme Court gave an un-
mistakable signal to lower courts and the re-
maining states that it is unconstitutional to 
deny gay people the freedom to marry and 
equal protection and respect under the law,” 
said Evan Wolfson, head of the national Free-
dom to Marry group.
 That quickly became the assessment of court 
observers and state officials across the coun-
try. Some expressed that assessment in a way 
that, while technically incorrect, captured the 
spirit of the Supreme Court’s impact. The West 
Virginia governor and attorney general both is-
sued statements indicating they believed the 
Supreme Court had made it “clear that laws 
banning same-sex marriage have been declared 
unconstitutional.”
 At least two states are still clinging to the 
edge of the marriage ban table: On Thursday, 
the Supreme Court of South Carolina issued an 
order preventing state judges from issuing mar-
riage licenses to any same-sex couples until a 
decision is made by a federal court in South 
Carolina. It’s a long shot effort: The Fourth Cir-
cuit, which includes South Carolina, has ruled 
such bans are unconstitutional. But the Fourth 
Circuit decision came from a three-judge panel, 
and South Carolina is apparently pinning its 
hopes on getting from the full Fourth Circuit 
bench a decision that counters that of the 
three-judge panel. The Kansas Supreme Court 
also issued a decision ordering a county clerk 
to stop issuing marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples.
 And some supporters of bans on same-sex 
marriage point out that the Supreme Court is 
simply waiting for a circuit to come up with 
a ruling that is in conflict with the four ap-
peals courts that have previously ruled. They 
note that Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said in a 
recent public appearance that a decision con-
trary to these other appeals courts would cre-
ate a greater “urgency” for the Supreme Court 
to take a marriage case.
 But if there was any real likelihood that the 
Supreme Court might eventually uphold the 
constitutionality of such bans, it seems quite 
unlikely that six justices would have rushed to 
announce on the first day of the court’s 2014 
session that it would allow lower court rulings 
in as many as 11 states to go into effect, en-
abling same-sex couples to marry almost im-
mediately in those states. Why create the po-
tential need for years of corrective legal action 
when the court could simply wait for the right 
case to come along and then make its deci-
sion?
 What the Oct. 6 announcement means, as 
Wisconsin Republican Gov. Scott Walker ac-
knowledged in a statement on the campaign 
trail, is that the issue of the constitutionality 
of denying same-sex couples the right to marry 
is “resolved.”
 The Sixth Circuit could issue its decision any 
day now. The Fifth Circuit announced Sept. 25 
that a three-judge panel would hear appeals 
from both Texas and Louisiana, but briefs in 
the Louisiana case are not expected to be com-
pleted until November 7.
 Meanwhile, more states within the circuits 
that have already declared the bans unconsti-
tutional may soon join the pro-equality list. A 
federal judge issued a ruling Sunday, Oct. 12, 
that Alaska’s ban is unconstitutional. A federal 
judge has given Arizona until this Thursday, 
Oct. 16, to file briefs explaining why it should 
not comply with the Ninth Circuit panel ruling. 
 ©2014 Keen news Service. all rights re-
served.

What marriage
rulings mean

I was the campaign manager for Illinois 
Unites for Marriage from July through 
November 2013. When my friend, state 
Rep. Greg Harris, was on the Illinois 
House floor on May 31, 2013, announc-
ing that the marriage equality bill did 
not have the votes to pass, I sat on the 
side of the chamber crying. This was a 
moment of profound crisis for the LGBTQ 
community. This moment called for peo-
ple of courage and conscience to come 
together. 
 Six days later at your gubernatorial an-
nouncement, when asked about marriage 
equality, you said, “I guess we’re done,” 
turned your back and walked away from 
the podium. Marriage equality was de-
bated for months in Illinois public policy 
circles, editorial boards, and the legisla-
ture. This was your chance to stand up 
for basic fairness and equality for the 
LGBTQ community and you didn’t think 

we were important enough to warrant an 
answer to the question. You turned your 
back and walked away. 
 In contrast, Gov. Pat Quinn never gave 
up! He was disappointed, but he never 
stopped fighting for our families. Quinn 
called LGBTQ supporters the next week to 
express his support and publicly stated 
his continued support for the Religious 
Freedom and Marriage Equality Act. 
 Mr. Rauner: You turned your back on 
us.
 In 100 days, Illinois Unites for Mar-
riage supporters raised $1.5 million, sent 
more than 90,000 emails to legislators, 
placed more than 70,000 calls to leg-
islators, signed over 25,000 postcards, 
attended meetings, found the courage 
to stand up for themselves and their 
families and asked others to support the 
marriage equality legislation. Business 
leaders stood up. Faith leaders stood up. 
Political leaders stood up. You turned 
your back and walked away.
 Average people in cities and towns 
across Illinois knocked on doors; made 
phone calls; drove to Springfield for the 
largest LGBTQ rally in Springfield history; 
met with their legislators; and spent 
hours of their time working to ensure 
LGBTQ families equal legal recognition. 
 In contrast to the people of Illinois, 
Mr. Rauner, you said that your opinion 

didn’t matter and was irrelevant during 
an interview with Sun-Times reporter Na-
tasha Korecki. When it mattered, people 
across Illinois—men and women both 
gay and straight, city and rural—stood 
up for fairness. You chose silence. You 
actively chose to exclude the LGBTQ 
community. 
 Mr. Rauner: You turned your back on 
us.
 While you remained silent, your cam-
paign advanced hatred and bigotry by 
choosing an anti-equality, anti-choice 
candidate as your running mate. Evelyn 
Sanguinetti told the Quincy Journal that 
she “supports the traditional definition 
of marriage.” You repeatedly stood with 
and welcomed the endorsements of lead-
ing figures against marriage equality. 
 In contrast with these actions, Gov. 
Quinn consistently publicly supported 
passage of the Religious Freedom and 

Marriage Equality Act. 
He lobbied legislators 
and worked consis-
tently with the Illinois 
Unites for Marriage 
team to do, in his 
words, “whatever I can 
to pass this bill.”
 Mr. Rauner: You 
turned your back on 
us.
 After a Herculean 
effort by the LGBTQ 
community and fair-
minded people across 

Illinois, the Religious Freedom and Mar-
riage Equality Act passed the House and 
the Senate. You said you would veto the 
bill. A veto would have doomed passage 
of the marriage equality in Illinois.
 Republican and Democratic members 
of the Illinois General Assembly voted 
in favor of marriage equality. Gather-
ing those votes and encouraging those 
representatives and senators to have 
the courage of their convictions was an 
incredibly difficult task. Had you been 
governor, your veto threat would have 
doomed the legislation’s passage.    
 In contrast, Gov. Quinn was on the 
floor during the bill’s passage and 
worked tirelessly to ensure its success.
 Mr. Rauner: You turned your back on 
us.
 The people of Illinois fought for equal-
ity. We stood up for fairness. We did the 
right thing. The country watched, the 
country listened, the country followed 
and today a majority of Americans live in 
states where love is love. 
 You turned your back and walked away. 
 Mr. Rauner: The LGBTQ community 
remembers your actions. We have long 
memories and we will remember this No-
vember.
 That is why I—like so many other mar-
riage-equality supporters—support Gov. 
Quinn’s re-election.

John Kohlhepp is the previous campaign manager for illinois Unites for Mar-
riage. He has worked on LGBTQ, immigration and labor issues, and is currently 
employed by the american federation of State, County and Municipal employ-
ees, Council 31.

politiCal FoCus

By JOHn KOHLHePP

Mr. rauner:
you turned your back on us

“When it mattered, people across 
Illinois—men and women both 
gay and straight, city and rural—
stood up for fairness. You chose 
silence. You actively chose to 
exclude the LGBTQ community.”



By MaTT SiMOneTTe
 
A Rogers Park woman has filed a complaint 
with the Chicago Commission on Human Rela-
tions, alleging that her landlord is trying to 
illegally evict her from her apartment because 
she is transgender and her fiancé is Black.
 Michelle Roberts, 6413 N. Glenwood Ave., was 
allegedly informed by representatives of her 
landlord, Zoran Knezev, in mid-September that 
Knezev was unable to rent out other spaces in 
his building because prospective tenants were 
put off by both by Roberts’ gender identity and 
the race of her fiancé, Sidney Morgan.

Knezev allegedly used racial epitaphs when 
referring to Morgan, and forbade him from 
spending the night in Roberts’ apartment, ac-
cording to the Sept. 22 complaint.

Roberts leased the apartment from Knezev in 

March 2014. The terms of that lease, however, 
have now come into question.

For $450 a month, Roberts was essentially 
leasing her bedroom and access to the common 
spaces in her apartment. Knezev moved other 
individuals, each of them on separate leases, 
into the other bedrooms of the unit.

Roberts additionally paid a $450 security 
deposit. According to the complaint, she was 
the only tenant asked to pay it. Knesev and 
his representatives also entered the apartment 
unannounced on several occasions, she said.

All those other individuals subsequently 
moved out, and Knesev blamed Roberts. After 
one such tenant left in the middle of the night, 
a maintenance man on Sept. 15 allegedly con-
fronted Roberts and informed her that she 
had 10 days to vacate the premises. Roberts 
and Morgan said that her rent was paid in full 

and on time, and that she kept the apartment 
clean.

“They said that they were losing $900 a 
month because of who I am,” Roberts said. 
The maintenance man allegedly said that if she 
did not leave, he and his brother, who he said 
was a sheriff’s deputy, would have her prop-
erty thrown out. He added that the tenant had 
moved out because Roberts “made her uncom-
fortable.”

Roberts said that the tenant in question, 
however, was an African-American lesbian with 
whom she got along, who left because of a 
roach infestation. Roberts added that she too 
had also complained of roaches in the unit, 
and showed a text message correspondence 
about the matter with Knesev’s leasing agent, 
a woman whom she only knew as “Jessica.”

Four days after the exchange with the main-
tenance man, Knesev arrived at the apartment 
and told Roberts he would give her 30 days to 
leave, and also offered to give her $200 to help 
with the move. According to the complaint, he 
warned her, “You don’t want to see my other 
side.”

“I don’t have savings,” Roberts said. “I’m not 
prepared to move in a month.”

The complaint also alleges that Knesev called 
Morgan a racial epitaph in late August, when 
Morgan phoned Knesev to complain about an-
other tenant’s excessive drug use and the land-
lord’s failure to change the apartment locks 
after tenants left.

In a text message, Jessica told Roberts via 
text message that Morgan could no longer 
spend the night in the apartment. Though Rob-
erts’ lease specified she could not have guests 
stay longer than two weeks, “There’s no way he 
could have known how much time I was, or was 
not, spending there,” Morgan said.

Knesev declined to comment on the specific 
allegations when Windy City Times reached him 
for comment. He did, however, vehemently 
deny that he had discriminated against Rob-
erts.

“I just retired after 49 years in service in my 
job, and nobody has ever accused me of dis-
crimination,” he said, adding that he had been 
complying with the requirements from the 
complaint and had witnesses who would attest 
to his civil treatment of his tenants.

For the moment, Roberts is unsure of where 
to go. She was injured on the job and is, for 
the moment, supporting herself mainly through 
a worker’s compensation package. The matter 
has become further complicated as city inspec-
tors began taking notice of the condition of 
the building.

“They came back up from the basement and 
said, ‘We could spend five hours down there,’” 
Morgan said.

He and Roberts will wait until the discrimi-
nation claim against Knesev is settled before 
pursing legal options. They informed the office 
of Cook County Board Commissioner Larry Suf-
fredin about the situation and said his staff 
was responsive and helpful.

“We’re not sure what to do now,” Morgan 
said. “At first, Michelle just wanted to stay un-
til her lease was done. Now we don’t even know 
if the lease is legal, and we don’t want to keep 
giving this landlord money.”

Roberts said she feared her situation might 
become a common one as Rogers Park wel-
comes more gay and transgendered individuals 
who are priced out of other neighborhoods: 
“A lot of LGBT people are moving north, and 
they’re going to be butting heads with these 
old-school landlords.”
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rogers park trans 
woman alleges
landlord discrimination

Michelle Roberts and Sidney Morgan. Photo by Matt Simonette

task Force 
changes name
 The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
is changing its name and upping its game 
“to deliver full LGBTQ freedom, justice and 
equality,” according to a press release. 
 The organization’s new name is the Na-
tional LGBTQ Task Force, and its tagline is 
“Be you.” Executive Director Rea Carey said, 
“Now more than ever we have the power to 
define the future we want—a world where 
every LGBTQ person can be themselves with-
out any barriers.”
 According to the release, “The new tagline 
‘Be You’ speaks to the desire for freedom 
to be yourself in a just society—and also 

points to the remaining barriers that still 
exist for LGBTQ people and their families in 
experiencing real freedom.

Correction
In the Oct. 8 issue of Windy City Times, it 

should have stated in the LGBT sports-histo-
ry article that Justin Fashanu was a British 
footballer or soccer player who came out in 
1990. He continued to play, in Britain, north 
America and New Zealand for seven more 
years. It was over 20 years before another 
professional soccer player who was still play-
ing came out.

Windy City Times regrets the error.
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By MaTT SiMOneTTe
 
Community members gathered Oct. 11 in Lake 
View for the unveiling of seven new plaques 
along Halsted Street’s Legacy Walk.

Legacy Project officials and volunteers, local 
activists and students from Lincoln Park High 
School were on hand to pay tribute to the new 
inductees: Cole Porter, Sally Ride, “Babe” Did-
rikson Zaharias, Father Mychal Judge, David 
Kato, Audre Lorde and the Stonewall Riots.

The Legacy Walk, which was launched in 
2012, is intended as an open-air museum and 
youth education project recording the notable 
contributions of LGBT individuals.

“The Legacy Walk and the now-thirty indi-
viduals who occupy it are our guardian angels 
for this community,” said Victor Salvo, execu-
tive director of the Legacy Project. “They all 
come from different walks of life, had differ-
ent experiences, came from different eras. The 
decisions that they made—some of them were 
ones you can relate to, some of them are ones 
you never possibly could have made—[show] 
it’s all about the journey that all of us takes, 
that brings us through life. The fact that all 
these people are here, with such a breadth of 
experience, is enormously important.” 

After opening remarks about Cole Porter from 
Queer Film Society President Richard Knight, 
Gregory “Blue” Pittsley, said he was inspired to 
sponsor the plaque because his father, who was 
closeted, knew Porter.

“Like Cole Porter, he was a multi-talented 
person, with a fantastic voice, who was a very 
gifted piano player,” said Pittsley. “He could sit 
down at the piano and play for hours.”

Nancy Van Brundt, cousin to Dr. Sally Ride, 
said Ride was “a trailblazer in many ways. We 
think of her as the first American woman astro-
naut, [but] she went on to take on the STEM 
Sally Ride Science Project to encourage 11-, 
12-, 13-year-old girls to pursue the sciences 
and math. … We are, as a family, quite proud 
to have Sally’s plaque here in Chicago along 
Halsted Street.”

Salvo spoke about bisexual athlete Zaharias, 
and said, “The cool thing about Babe is that so 
much of the hype in her accomplishment as an 
athlete in some ways derives her own interest 
in embellishing her own legend because, at the 
time she was at the top of her game, the best 
known woman athlete was Sonja Henie. … She 
sacrificed so much in her life just to carve out a 
tiny space for something. I was reading about 
her training regimen and it was mind-boggling 
that she survived the training, let alone got 
good enough to compete.”

Father Mychal Judge, a gay priest who died 
on 9/11, was remembered by Martin Grochala 
of Dignity/Chicago, which headed the effort to 
sponsor his plaque on behalf of many organi-
zations.

“Dignity/Chicago’s affinity for Mychal Judge 
comes in recognition of his ministry to Dig-
nity New York, to the poor, the marginalized, 
people living with AIDS and many individu-
als just struggling to understand their place 
in this world,” Grochala said. “We, like Father 
Mychal, have found our ministry outside the 
formal walls of our church, and have refused to 
be silent about our relationship with God and 
as LGBTQI people. We hope Father Mychal’s life 
will serve as inspiration to future generations 

and recognition of so many whose selfless ser-
vice has brought healing to our world.”

Daniel Weyl of Heartland Alliance spoke 
about Kato, who was murdered in 2011 for his 
advocacy on behalf of LGBT citizens of Uganda. 
“David knew very well [about] the risks associ-
ated with his activism, but never allowed the 
threats he faced to interfere with his fight for 
equality and progress,” he said.

Kato’s plaque was not completed in time 
for the ceremonies. According to Salvo, find-
ing experts to vet the text on the plaque took 
several weeks longer for the plaque since so 
few people in Uganda were able to safely speak 
about him. For the moment a facsimile of the 
plaque will be up in its place. Another separate 
ceremony will be held after the plaque arrives.

The final plaque, dedicated to poet Audre 
Lorde, was sponsored in honor of the memory 
of activist Vernita Gray, who died in February.

“For a lot of us here right now, this is the one 
with the huge emotional wallop,” Salvo said.

Robin Mitchell of DePaul University noted 
Gray’s passion for Lorde’s work, and what in-

fluence it had on Gray’s life: “Audre Lorde was 
able to harness the collective anger and the 
collective power of lesbian and women of color 
feminists who were systematically excluded 
from mainstream feminism and turned that 
into collective, definitive action.”

Pat Ewert, Gray’s widow, said, “This would 
make Vernita very happy, to know that she is 
sharing this plaque. …She left a real mark on 
our city, on our hearts, and she will forever be 
missed. This is a wonderful honor. It’s the com-
munity that made this happen.”

The Stonewall Riots is the first milestone 
event to receive a Legacy Walk plaque. Beth 
Kelly of DePaul University, who consulted on 
the plaque, reminded the audience that it was 
National Coming Out Day.

“Being out prior to 1969 meant something 
very different than it does today,” she added, 
saying the entire world seemed to be “one big 
closet. …Stonewall was the end of the begin-
ning, and look where that beginning has taken 
us today.”

legacy Walk plaques
unveiled with
new inductees

(Left) Plaque honoring the Stonewall Riots and Pat ewert standing beside audre Lorde 
plaque that her late wife, vernita Gray, sponsored. Photos, respectively, by victor Salvo and 
Matt Simonette

Vatican takes 
different stance 
regarding gays
 In a dramatic shift in tone, a Vatican docu-
ment said Oct. 13 that gay people had “gifts 
and qualities to offer” and asked if Catholi-
cism could accept gays and recognize posi-
tive aspects of same-sex couples, Reuters 
reported.
 The document, prepared after a week of 
discussions at an assembly of 200 bishops 
on the family, said the Church should chal-
lenge itself to find “a fraternal space” for 
homosexuals without compromising Catholic 
doctrine on family and matrimony.
 The document will be the basis for discus-
sion for the second and final week of the as-
sembly, known as a synod, that Pope Francis 
called and that focuses on the theme of the 
family.
 New Ways Ministry Executive Director Fran-
cis DeBernardo, in a statement, said, “The 
relatio offers some very hopeful directions in 
the way that Church leaders should address 
lesbian and gay people and their families. 
I hope that local bishops and pastors will 
respond to the relatio’s challenges with new 
ways of welcome and acceptance.”
 New Ways Ministry a gay-positive ministry 
of advocacy and justice for LGBT Catholics, 
and reconciliation within the larger Christian 
and civil communities.

nClr benefit in
Chicago oct. 18
 The National Center for Lesbian Rights 
(NCLR) will benefit from an event hosted by 
Chicago-area lesbian philanthropist Sarah 
Schmidt Saturday, Oct. 18, 5-7 p.m., in Wil-
mette.
 Schmidt, a National Leadership Council 
member of NCLR, is also a co-founder of 
LPAC, the national lesbian political action 
committee.
 Kate Kendell, Esq., NCLR executive direc-
tor, said the program will update guests on 
NCLR’s work:
 —Fighting for marriage equality and gain-
ing full legal recognition for all LGBT rela-
tionships and families.
 —Protecting LGBT youth from the danger-
ous practice of conversion therapy.
 —Assisting LGBT immigrants who are fight-
ing to keep their families together or gain 
asylum from persecution and civil unrest.
 —Confronting rampant anti-LGBT bias in 
sports through NCLR’s Sports Project.
 —Working towards ensuring access to safe 
and affordable transgender healthcare.
 —Working closely with federal agencies to 
ensure that services are fully accessible to 
LGBT people and families in rural America.
 For questions, contact Develop-
ment Events Manager Dani Siragusa at 
Events@NCLRights.org or 415-365-1309. 
See http://support.nclrights.org/site/
Calendar?id=100201&view=Detail.
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By MeLiSSa WaSSeRMan

Center on Halsted and Heartland Alliance intro-
duced its new LGBT-friendly affordable senior 
housing development to the community with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony Oct. 10 at Town Hall 
Apartments, 3600 N. Halsted St. 

Lakeview residents and elected officials gath-
ered outside the old 23rd District Town Hall po-
lice station, which has been repurposed for the 
senior center portion of the senior residences 
in a new adjacent building. 

Opening with a press conference, 44th Ward 
Ald. Tom Tunney, Center on Halsted’s CEO 
Modesto “Tico” Valle, Heartland Housing Ex-
ecutive Director Michael Goldberg, state Rep. 
Sara Feigenholtz, U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley, U.S. 
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, U.S. Sen. Richard Durbin, 
Citi Community Capital Vice President Natalie 
Moretz, Chicago Housing Authority (CHA) CEO 
Michael Merchant, Town Hall Apartments resi-
dent Eva Skye and Chicago Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel spoke at the press conference. 

“In four or five years, hate-crime legislation, 
repeal of ‘Don’t Ask’ Don’t Tell,’ civil unions, 
marriage equality, housing,” said Emanuel. 
“When Tom [Tunney] came to see me and I first 
got elected, I said, ‘What’s our number-one 
goal?’ He said this building. A building [Town 
Hall police station] that once stood as a source 
of pain will now be a source of pride [because 
many LGBTs were arrested and processed at the 
station]. A building that once was a place of 
horror will now be a building of hope. And a 
building that once stood as a source of shame 
will now be shelter. That’s a testament to the 
history of the United States in a short period 
of time. 

“From Stonewall to this moment, I want to 
say this as a father of three kids; I want to 
thank the gay and lesbian community for re-
minding America of our values and reinforcing 
what we talk about in public what we try to 
teach our kids in private: tolerance, accep-
tance, a sense of justice. Because when you 
put this building up and you bring housing and 
you see that arc of history bent toward justice, 
we are a better city because of your courage 
and your leadership and I want to say thank 
you.”  

“Town Hall Apartments is a safe, welcoming 
and affordable place for seniors to call home in 
a community that embraces and supports ev-
eryone, regardless of sexual orientation,” said 
Goldberg. “Affordable housing is critical to the 
success of any city. Town Hall demonstrates 
how good design, development and collabora-
tion can fulfill a critical need while improving 
the surrounding neighborhood.”

This project is the first LGBT-friendly afford-
able senior housing in the Midwest—open-
ing after properties in Philadelphia and Los 
Angeles. The $23.7 million, six-story, 79-unit 
building is home to seniors 55 or older of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities. All 
of the units are subsidized, resulting in rents 
no more than 30 percent of a given resident’s 
income. The requirements to qualify residents 

varied, but most of the apartments are limited 
to people earning less than $30,000 per year. 
Heartland Housing received more than 400 ap-
plications to live in Town Hall Apartments. Cur-
rently all the units are rented. 

“I think this is going to be just a beehive of 
activity in the next coming weeks,” said Gold-
berg. 

Center on Halsted will expand and relocate 
its Senior Services program to the first floor 
of the building calling it “Center on Addison.” 
Heartland Housing, a division of Heartland Al-
liance, was the lead developer for the facility 
and will provide on-site management. Heart-
land manages 14 affordable housing communi-
ties and has developed nearly 1,850 affordable 
homes throughout the Midwest.

“Town Hall Apartments directly addresses the 
disparities amongst our LGBTQ older adults,” 
said Modesto “Tico” Valle, CEO of Center on 
Halsted, located north of the new facility, at 
the other end of the block. “This generation 
lives in isolation and experiences housing and 
healthcare discrimination more frequently and 
proportionally than their straight counterparts. 
With more than 50,000 seniors who identify as 
LGBTQ in the Chicagoland area, Town Hall will 
act as a model, both locally and nationally to 
address these issues.”

Don Bell was facing homelessness and a 
sense of isolation before moving into Town 
Hall Apartments. Being alone, he was not sure 
where he was going to go or find connection. 
A SAGE program participant previously living in 
the south suburbs, this opportunity, he said, 
came along and met his needs just in time. 

“It was an incredibly emotional experience 
both as a gay man and as an African-American 
man,” said Bell, who got to help cut the rib-
bon. “At 65, I’ve seen a lot of social change 
in the United States and I’ve been a part of a 
lot of movements, political efforts and the fact 
that this dream has come to fruition just in 
time for me when I was at my greatest moment 
of need, it was absolutely incredible.”

“I don’t have to worry about my safety any-
more,” said Skye, who spoke on behalf of the 
residents. “I feel at home. Everyone has em-
braced me for being myself. Some say moving 
into a senior living community is the end of 
the line, but for me it’s just the beginning.”

According to Heartland Housing, Town Hall 
Apartments is the culmination of nearly a de-
cade of research, advocacy and community re-
lations. In 2005, Heartland Alliance conducted 
a research study of Chicago’s LGBTQ senior 
community to determine the need for an ame-
nity-rich LGBTQ-friendly affordable housing de-
velopment. Heartland worked with local alder-
men to identify a workable location, and later 
worked with city, state and federal agencies to 
identify and secure solid financing.

In 2012, the City of Chicago selected Heart-
land Housing and Center on Halsted to develop 
the former Town Hall police station site. In 
2013, the Chicago City Council transferred the 
land over to the Center and Heartland and con-
struction began.

“Reclaiming this site is significant for our 
Stonewall trailblazers,” said Valle. “The Town 
Hall police station, once a site of fear for LG-
BTQ individuals, has now been given back to 
the community and is testament to changing 
times, popular opinion, and our supportive 
partnerships.”

The new facility, completed August 2014, 
holds 30 studios and 49 one-bedroom apart-
ments. The building includes 20 covered car 
parking spaces, and dedicated parking spaces 
for bicycles. Amenities include ENERGY STAR 
appliances, security cameras, high-speed Inter-
net and a laundry room on each floor. The sec-
ond floor includes a common dining area, com-
puter lab, fitness room and an outdoor terrace 
overlooking Halsted Street. The ground floor 
has 4,450 square feet of commercial space and 
will also house Center on Halsted’s increased 
senior programming in a 5,500-square-foot 
space that is set to be completed the first week 
of November. 

“What we’ve tried to do is to make sure se-
niors are able live work and play in the com-
munity they grew up in,” said Ald. Tunney, who 
helped push for this housing for more than a 

decade. “So, they know the shop keepers, they 
know the street, they’re familiar and they’re 
safe. This is the antithesis of isolation. This is 
integration and this is so exhilarating for me to 
see the dream and the reality and the fact it’s 
in the best location in the city of Chicago. Not 
just Lakeview in terms of its dynamism, but the 
fact that it’s affordable housing in the commu-
nity people are familiar with and has a history 
and connect with the center, who can beat it? 
It’s something that you work hard, long, stay 
determined, stick to the goal and you’re able to 
really lead people by example.”

“Its been an incredibly long struggle, but 
well worth the wait,” said Goldberg. “The prod-
uct is amazing, the response in the community 
has been outstanding and we know it provides 
a critical need in the community. We’re just 
happy we could execute and bring this build-
ing to life.”

Gensler is the architecture and design firm 
behind this project.

See dozens more photos, plus videos, from 
the opening event with the online version of 
this article.
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Michael Merchant, Christian Halvorsen, ald. Tunney, Mayor emanuel (with Sen. durbin 
behind him), eva Skye, Rep. feigenholtz, Rep. Quigley and Modesto “Tico” valle. Photo 
by Melissa Wasserman

lGbtq-friendly senior
apartments has
ribbon-cutting event

For Tickets, Hours and Information, 
visit www.fearcitychicago.com

8240 N. Austin Ave., Morton Grove, IL

http://www.fearcitychicago.com
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so severely that it forced the implant to shift 
down several inches. The case against Preston 
was dismissed in return for her not filing charg-
es against the officers in question. 

Unable to find a job, penniless and despon-
dent, Preston fell back into her old coping 
mechanisms of drugs and alcohol. In order to 
survive, she engaged in sex-work and, eventu-
ally, she stopped going to class altogether. But 
the co-founder and co-director of the school 
Steve Cowan refused to give up on her. At a 
conference for heads of Paul Mitchell schools 
across the country, Cowan told Preston’s story 
to the co-owner of the Paul Mitchell Schools 
Division, Winn Claybaugh. Determined that his 
schools should gain a better understanding of 
their transgender students, Claybaugh wrote 
about Preston in the Paul Mitchell newsletter 
and, during a dinner with DeJoria, he talked 
about her life. 

Growing up in an evangelical home in an 
early-eighties conservative Christian Nebraska 
town with a sum population of 341 (as of the 
2010 census), Preston already felt isolated 
from the rest of the world. Her mother was a 
labor and delivery nurse and her father owned a 
farm and trucking company. The eldest of three 
children, Preston’s earliest memories centered 
around something being different about her. 
However, the word ‘transgender’ was alien not 
only to Preston but the rest of the town. Be-
cause she had secretly enjoyed playing with 
her sister’s Barbie dolls and dressing up in her 
mother’s clothes while pretending that the 
home’s basement was a modeling runway, Pres-
ton assumed she was gay. 

Her education from kindergarten through 
her senior year in high school was spent in 
the same building with the same class of only 
23 students. Preston had to attend church on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. There, she was drilled 
in her religion’s opinions of homosexuality.

Conflicted and riddled with shame, Preston 
spent her school days trying her level best to 
avoid the bullies who tormented her on a daily 
basis. “I was one of those people who would 
try to find a table at lunch with no one else 
at it,” she said. “I would be late for school 
because I would avoid the parking lot and the 
hallways.” 

She found a small measure of comfort in car-
ing for, training and showing horses. Mean-
while the home of her beloved grandparents 
67 miles way became Preston’s safety zone. 
“They were the biggest supporters of my life,” 
she said. “I spent every weekend with them. 
They were completely liberal and the first ones 
I came out to.” 

After graduation, she spent the fall of 2001 
at her father’s alma mater, the University of 
Nebraska-Kearney, studying to become a nurse 
anesthetist. She began drinking heavily and 
dropped out in the spring of 2002. Remem-
bering the success she found showing horses, 
she transferred to the University of Findlay in 
Ohio—one of the top equestrian colleges in 
the country. “My first semester started really 

well,” Preston said. “Then I met a boy. He was 
a closeted homosexual and he started pursuing 
me. We became best friends and then it grew 
intimate.” 

He pressured her to come out but, saddled 
with the unmanageable guilt that life in a 
small, conservative town had bequeathed to 
her, Preston quickly tumbled into depression 
that left her unable to function at school. “I 
couldn’t get out of bed,” she said. “Physically 
and emotionally, I was just shut off.” 

She left before her second semester and re-
turned to Nebraska. 

In 2003, Preston’s guilt and shame began to 
take her apart and she attempted suicide at her 
parent’s home. “I got super drunk one night,” 
she recalled. “I had a bunch of Zyprexa. I took 
two bottles of that and downed it with booze.” 
She woke up in the ER, where her stomach was 
pumped. She was remanded to a psychiatric 
hospital for a week and placed on a suicide 
watch. 

After she was released, Preston found work 
with a women’s fashion store at a local mall. 
“I started wearing some of the t-shirts and the 
girl jeans, just pushing the boundaries,” she 
said. 

Her desire to “kick the door down” provided 
Preston with the impetus needed to come out 
as gay to her family. While her grandparents 
were supportive, at home the news was met 
with chaos. “Mom was crying and yelling and I 
said ‘yes I’m gay, just deal with it!’ My mother 
was attacking me from a religious point of view 
and I got to the point where I just didn’t care.” 

Preston eventually came to understand that 
her mother knew absolutely nothing about the 
transgender experience. Her frustration with 
her daughter was motivated almost entirely 
by a combination of her evangelical religion 
and the gay stereotypes being floated around 
by the media. “Everything she was doing, she 
thought was the right thing to do and based on 
her love for me,” Preston said. “She wasn’t try-
ing to hurt me. She’d turned to the church and 
they were telling her to rely upon scripture. It 
got to the point where she pretty much said 
that I was going to hell.” 

Instead, Preston packed up her things and 
drove to Dallas, Texas, in order to escape small 
town life. There, she met her first transgender 
person and, suddenly, things began to make 
sense. She began to dress in the evening, rev-
eling in the liberty it offered and the friends 
she had never before imagined existed. 

One of those new friends was heavily into 
drugs and it didn’t take the impressionable 
Preston long to join her. “We were partying ev-
ery night. You know, drinking and cocaine,” she 
said. “I couldn’t hold a job. I had no money.”

Her health deteriorating, her weight alarm-
ingly low and all of her worldly possessions 
pawned, save for her car, Preston ended up on 
the streets often going without food for days 
at a time. One evening, she snorted what she 
thought was a line of cocaine but turned out 
to be something much worse. For four days, she 
laid on a couch in an abandoned apartment in 
the Cedar Springs neighborhood of Dallas un-

able to move. She had reached the bottom of a 
personal abyss and the experience was to be-
come the first turning of her life. “I remember 
thinking that, if I came out of this, I would 
call my parents and ask them for help,” Pres-
ton remembered. “In the middle of the night, 
I literally crawled on my hands and knees to a 
payphone to call my father.” 

Her recovery at home took a year and, 
throughout, her desire to transition began to 
consume her. Trying to find comfort in religion, 
Preston returned to her church. A pastor who 
had moved to her community after spending 
thirty years in the LGBTQ community in Chi-
cago was sitting in the pews behind her during 
one particularly vitriolic gay sermon. “He saw 
that sermon just suck the life out of me,” Pres-
ton said. “He reached out to me and became a 
confidante. He helped reconnect me with my 
mom.” 

The pastor also assisted her in coming out to 
her parents as a transgender woman. Through 
his efforts and the information he provided 
them, this time the waters were a lot calmer. 

Nevertheless, the attitude of the town to-
wards her legal name change and her attempt 
to secure a new ID, convinced Preston that she 
could not remain there and expect to survive. 
At the age of 25, Preston decided to leverage 
a burgeoning talent with hair and makeup into 
education. She chose the Chicago campus of 
the Paul Mitchell School and relocated there 
during a brutal 2009 winter with only $400 in 
her pocket and the clothes that her mother had 
helped her to buy.

DeJoria had battled through his own adver-
sity in order to reach the heights of success. In 
an interview he gave to journalist Kaya Mor-
gan, he recalled “one of the most frightening 
times in my life. I was homeless twice, mainly 
because I was too proud to ask anybody for 
help. In my early twenties, when it was just me 
and my son, we had no place to live.” 

DeJoria refused to let society dictate the 
course of his life. He co-founded John Paul 
Mitchell Systems with a $700 loan, hawking his 
wares from the trunk of his car. Today, Forbes 
estimates his current net worth as $3.2 billion. 

Something about Preston’s story touched 
a nerve because he tried calling her but she 
didn’t recognize the number and so never 
picked up the phone. DeJoria finally contacted 
the school. “I had been so angry at the world. 
I mean I was hurting,” Preston said. “The fact 
that I was even worthy of a conversation was 
a moment when I understood that people care. 
It was a feeling of ‘wow. Not everybody is out 
to get me’.”

She and DeJoria finally connected. He ad-
vised her not to let society’s negative image of 
who she was limit her potential and control her 
future. “He was once an outcast who proved 
everyone wrong,” Preston said. “Talking to him 
was my second turning point.” 

Preston started showing up to class, even go-
ing to night school to make up the hours she 
missed. She ended up graduating with honors. 
Meanwhile, she scoured local media for free LG-
BTQ events and galas and attended dressed in 
thrift store outfits that she reconstructed into 
a gown. “I just started to show up,” she said, 
“and people didn’t forget me.”

Confident that her skills could get her hired 
anywhere, Preston spent three months after 
graduation looking for a job. Despite her quali-
fications, Preston said that her gender identity 
led to her being repeatedly turned down for 
jobs even in Lake View. The experience crushed 
her and might have once again got the better 
of her had her parents not stepped in with the 
money she needed to start facial feminization 
surgery. The confidence she was able to gain 
by walking down the street without being read 
made all the difference in the world. “People 
pray on the weak and, when you have confi-
dence, they tend to leave you alone,” Preston 
asserted.

She discovered a knack for the business side 
of the industry and found an open building in 
Lake View. With Cowan, DeJoria and her par-
ents endorsing her efforts, she secured a loan 
and signed a lease in 2011. That summer, she 

also got a job as a performer at the Kit Kat 
Lounge on Halsted. “It helped me figure out 
who I was and helped me to own that,” Preston 
stated. “Performing gave me the confidence I 
needed to be successful in everyday life.” 

The opening of Preston’s business Vanité was 
a red-carpet event—at the only Paul Mitch-
ell focus salon on the North Side of Chicago. 
Preston organized an army of Harley Davidson 
motorcycles as homage to DeJoria who provid-
ed Preston and her staff with an autographed 
photo wishing them the best. 

After years of living on the precipice of self-
destruction, something good had finally hap-
pened for Preston. Determined to follow DeJo-
ria’s example and share her success with others, 
she became the first transgender person voted 
onto the Board of Directors at the Lake View 
Chamber of Commerce—using her influence to 
ensure that transgender people in Lake View 
would no longer suffer hiring discrimination. 
She also joined the Chicago House Board of 
Trustees and the organization’s TransLife Cen-
ter Advisory Board and became the co-chair for 
GLAAD’s Chicago Leadership Council. She was 
asked to be the Chicago ambassador for the 
dot429 Gay and Lesbian Professional Networks 
and quarterly magazine and is a blogger for Go-
Pride.com’s transgender channel. Not content 
with confining herself to the LGBTQ communi-
ty, she reached out into the arts world, becom-
ing a member of the Joffrey Ballet Auxiliary 
Board and the Lyric Opera Young Professionals. 

Today, she works between 60 and 80 hours 
per week, has reconnected with her spiritual 
side and her now proud parents visit her regu-
larly. Preston and her mother have found an 
understanding and peace with each other. “My 
mother has become a rock for me and one of 
my best friends,” Preston said. “She has done a 
180 and is now one of my biggest supporters.”

In September, Preston announced that she 
had joined the cast of a new VH1 untitled 
docuseries following trans* women in Chicago. 
Co-produced by Tyra Banks, filming is currently 
underway around the city and the show is ex-
pected to premiere in 2015. 

“It all comes down to John Paul DeJoria,” 
Preston said. 

In a 2013 interview with Forbes, DeJoria 
handed out a few business pearls of wisdom 
that he gained from his own journey. “You’re 
going to run across a lot of rejection,” he said. 
“Be prepared for the rejection. No matter how 
bad it is, don’t let it overcome you and influ-
ence you—keep on going towards what you 
want to do–no matter what.”

Preston has lived through and overcome that 
rejection. She hopes her example and the les-
sons she has carried from middle Nebraska, to 
the streets of Dallas to a wretched first winter 
in Chicago will help another transgender indi-
vidual to own her/himself and show up. “It’s 
OK to fail, to make mistakes as long as you 
remember to get back up,” Preston said. “Keep 
pushing and let no one tell you ‘no’ because 
you don’t need anyone else’s approval. If you 
are scared of something, that’s the reason to 
do it.

DeJoria’s influence upon her will power Pres-
ton for the rest of her life. “That man and that 
school saved me,” she said. “I can’t stop now. 
I owe it to him, Steve and my family to make 
sure I never do.” 

truth from cover

yWCa to honor 
Morten oct. 22
 The Evanston/North Shore YWCA will 
honor Mary Morten at this year’s YWomen 
Leadership Awards dinner.
 The event will take place Wed., Oct. 22, 
at the Hilton Orrington Hotel, 1710 Or-
rington Ave., Evanston.
 The YWomen Leadership Awards recog-
nize, support and promote women’s lead-
ership and the impact women have in the 
community.
 Contact Trimmy Stamell at 847-864-
8445, ext. 121.
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By TRaCy BaiM and MaTT SiMOneTTe

Women & Children First bookstore, marking its 
35th year in business—with about 25 of those 
years in Andersonville—was honored with a 
street dedication Oct. 11 at Farragut and Clark 
streets.

The co-founders of the store, Ann Christo-
phersen and Linda Bubon, recently sold the 
business to employees Lynn Mooney and Sarah 
Hollenbeck. All four were at the dedication, 
which was led by 48th Ward Ald. Harry Oster-
man and attended by about 80 people.

Osterman said that Women & Children First 
was “more than a bookstore, it’s a ‘community 
place.’ Linda and Ann have helped lead the re-
naissance in our community.”

He further added that the proprietors have 
served as role models in running a small busi-
ness that is actively engaged at the local and 
industry levels.

“Linda and Ann have run an incredible shop, 
have supported numerous causes and busi-
nesses throughout the neighborhood, and have 
advocated for independent bookstores and lo-
cally owned businesses on a national level. It 
is fitting to honor their legacy by designating 
Clark & Farragut honorary ‘Women & Children 
First Way,’” said Osterman.

“We have terrific public servants in this 
neighborhood,” said Bubon, who spoke about 
the alderman and other neighborhood officials 
courting her and Christophersen to relocate 
to Andersonville many years before. “I don’t 
remember the alderman in our former neigh-

borhood doing that,” she said. “We could not 
have landed in a better spot than this corner 
in Andersonville.”

State Rep. Kelly Cassidy and state Sen. 
Heather Steans both presented proclamations 
for the occasion, while Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon 
paid tribute to the store once the celebration 
moved inside.

“What an important resource for a commu-
nity,” Simon said. “This is a place to gather, a 
place to get so more than books, because this 
is a place to meet up with friends.”

Shanta Nurullah performed songs and em-
ployee Jill Kuanfung presented a drawing of 
Linda and Ann to honor their years of work for 
the community. Poet Yvonne Zipter also read 
a poem she created just for the occasion, “On 
the Occasion of a Street Being Names for a 
Bookstore.”

Mooney and Hollenbeck displayed plans for 
a $35,000 renovation scheduled for the store, 
which will be crowd-funded through an Indi-
egogo campaign launching the week of Oct. 
12. They said in the campaign introduction 
that they hope the fundraising efforts will for-
tify Women & Children First as the booksellers’ 
landscape faces ever-present challenges in the 
years ahead.

“Over the years, Women & Children First has 
hosted readings by Margaret Atwood, Jhumpa 
Lahiri, Isabelle Allende, Meg Wolizer, Alice 
Walker, Jane Lynch, Gloria Steinem, Roxane 
Gay, Julia Serano, Inga Muscio, Hillary Clinton, 
Jimmy Carter, and other literary and political 
giants,” said the owners. “Our customers have 

had the opportunity to shake hands with these 
luminaries, but also discover little-known writ-
ers whose careers are just beginning. 

“Beyond hosting readings, W&CF offers a 
space for conversation about books and so 
much more—all through a distinctly feminist 
lens. With the threat of online retailers and 
their tactics to undermine the work of authors 
and indie booksellers, there is a growing need 
to re-imagine how we use our brick-and-mortar 
space in order to affirm its importance.”

The indiegogo campaign: http://igg.me/
at/womenandchildrenfirst .

alMa announces
scholarship at event
By CaRRie MaxWeLL

To honor Hispanic heritage and LGBT history 
month the Association of Latino/as Motivat-
ing Action (ALMA) hosted a night of fun and 
community at Halsted Bar and Grill Oct. 9. The 
event featured a Bachata dance performance 
by the Chicago All Stars and a youth scholar-

ship announcement. 
“As LGBT Latino/as, we cannot simply cel-

ebrate one community while ignoring the 
other. For the past 25 years, ALMA has been 
fighting to create safe spaces to highlight the 
beauty and the pride of being members of both 
of these [Hispanic and LGBT] communities,” 
said ALMA Board of Directors President Julio 
Rodriguez.

“We’re really excited to announce our first an-
nual Young Latino Leaders for Creating Change 
Scholarship. With Comcast’s $2,000 donation 
we will be able to send two Illinois Latino LG-
BTQA youth leaders to the Creating Change in 
Denver, Colorado in February. Our application 
went live a few days ago and is available on our 
website so please spread the word,” said ALMA 
Board of Directors member Mary Johnson.

According to its website, Creating Change is 
“the nation’s pre-eminent political, leadership 
and skills-building conference for the LGBT so-
cial justice movement.”

To apply for the scholarship visit www.al-
machicago.org/scholarship.php. The applica-
tion deadline is Friday, Nov. 28.

street dedication
honors Women &
Children First

ald. Harry Osterman, Linda Bubon, Rep. Kelly Cassidy, Sen. Heather Steans and ann 
Christophersen. Photo by Tracy Baim
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Celebrate LGBT History Month  
at Bookends & Beginnings in Evanston	


Thursday, Oct. 16, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Victor Salvo!
Founder

Plus a Special Presentation 
from !

The Legacy 
Project!

A display of photos from the 
first-of-its-kind LGBT history 
walk, on Halsted in Chicago. 

Featuring people with 
Evanston & Chicago 

connections.!

Located in the heart 
of downtown 
Evanston, Bookends 
& Beginnings features 
new, used, and 
remaindered books, 
literary events, gifts, 
and local color.!

John D’Emilio	

In a New Century: Essays on Queer History,  
Politics, and Community Life 
For LGBT people in the U.S., the 21st century has brought dramatic changes. In this 
wide-ranging collection of essays, pioneering historian John D'Emilio reflects on these 
developments and offers provocative questions and analysis. What can we learn from 
a lifelong activist like Bayard Rustin, who questioned the wisdom of identity 
politics? Was Richard Nixon a "gay liberationist"? What's wrong with marriage? How 
can knowing local stories help build stronger communities and enrich our activism? !
Mary Morten	

Miss Gay Black America: The Terri Livingston Story 
A young Black boy in the 1970s, Ronnie Reed stood out from the men on the South 
Side of Chicago and suffered prejudices and harassment until he was old enough to 
move away and pursue his interests in hairstyling and entertainment. Before long, he 
became drag performer Terri Livingston and began touring the country and the world 
with his act, winning the title of Miss Black America. Mary Morten, Reed’s sister, 
directs a new documentary which speaks to ideas of masculinity and femininity, the 
past and present of female impersonation in Chicago and around the country and its 
transformation since the 1980s. Morten, an award-winning documentary filmmaker, will 
discuss her work on this film, expected out in 2015. !
Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen	

Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House and 
co-authors of multiple Chicago LGBT history books 
Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen have co-authored several books on LGBT Chicago 
history, including biographies of Vernita Gray (who lived part of her life in Evanston), 
Chuck Renslow and Jim Flint. Baim, who is publisher of Windy City Times newspaper, 
also edited Out & Proud in Chicago: An Overview of the City’s Gay Community, which 
also includes essays by Keehnen. They have also both written additional fiction and 
non-fiction titles. Baim and Keehnen will discuss the impact of Vernita Gray and other 
LGBT activists in the region. !

located down the alley at 
1712 Sherman Avenue, 

Evanston, Illinois	

(224) 999-7722  http://www.facebook.com/bookendsbeginnings

Silent auction to benefit 
Affinity Community Services, 
featuring custom designs 
by LGBTQ artists Sam Kirk 
and Andy Bellomo.

Sensual burlesque performances 
by Po’Chop.

Community Leader Awards will 
be presented to Kat Fitzgerald, 
and Vera Washington & 
Patricia S. McCombs.

Elegance begins at 6:30 p.m.

 $90 General Admission 
 $105  Concierge Admission 
includes parking at Joffrey Tower 

Price includes admission, 
raffle ticket, cocktails, 
and hors d’œuvres 

Purchase tickets online at 
community.centeronhalsted.org/ 
ByWomenForWomen

http://www.centeronhalsted.org/bywomenforwomen


PaRT TWO
By ST. SUKie de La CROix

The Chicago that Wilde saw was a traumatized 
city in recovery from a devastating fire that 
destroyed 18,000 buildings and killed 300 
people. When he remarked to a reporter on the 
ugliness of the city’s external fire escapes, he 
was reminded of the 1871 inferno and their ne-
cessity. A modern city was growing fast; two 
months before Wilde’s arrival 300,000 people 
turned out to see the first cable car take its 
maiden voyage down the middle of State St. 
And not surprisingly for a man who loved to 
talk, he stated his approval of the large number 
of telephones installed since the Bell telephone 
company introduced them four years before. 

A few days after his lecture, the Daily Inter-
Ocean interviewed Wilde in his hotel room. 
Asked for his impressions of Chicago, the poet 
replied: “That is a difficult question to answer. 
I don’t pretend to have seen the city yet. I 
have been here too short a time, but from what 
I’ve seen I like it much better than New York. 
The streets are wider, cleaner, and there are not 
all the railways overhead and in the middle of 
the street, and that dreadful noise is not here. 
It is wonderful to think how you have built a 
city, such a large city in so short a time, espe-
cially after such a great calamity as your great 
fire. But, of course, it is a little sad to think of 
all the millions of money spent on buildings 
and so little architecture. But that will come in 
time no doubt.”

During his weeklong stay, Wilde visited John 
Donaghue, a local sculptor who gave him a 
bronze bas-relief of a young girl intended to il-
lustrate his poem “Requiescat.” He later wrote 
that he found the starving young artist work-
ing “in a bare little room at the top of a great 
building.” When asked if he had seen any art 

in Chicago, Wilde bristled when a reporter from 
the Chicago Gazette seemed unfamiliar with 
the sculptor: “Do you tell me you don’t know 
him?” said Wilde, sarcastically, “He is native to 
Chicago, studied in Paris, has come back to his 
own city, having done beautiful work for you if 
any of you care for it.”

As in other U.S. cities, Wilde-mania swept 
Chicago. After his first lecture a grand mas-
querade ball was held at the Germania Man-
nerchor Club at the North Side Turner Hall. The 
program consisted of dancing, tableaux, a col-
lation, promenades and music. One newspaper 
reported that 200 characters in costume were 
represented, but the show was stolen by a man 
dressed as the “latest sensation” Oscar Wilde. 
He wore brown velvet with short knee britches, 
and carried “the renaissant lily.”

After Chicago, Wilde spoke in Springfield, 
Rockford, Aurora, Jacksonville, Decatur, Peoria, 
and Bloomington, before returning to the city 
March 11 to deliver his second lecture “The 

House Beautiful”; which was less well attended 
due to bad weather. This time he addressed 
the subject of those of moderate means who 
wished to build beautiful homes, and also the 
most elegant way for men and women to dress.

Rumors exist that Wilde toured Chicago’s 
famous South Side Levee District, an area of 
prostitution and vice, where he would have had 
ample opportunity to indulge le vice anglais in 
the “boy houses.” Another story suggests he 
lost thousands of dollars to a card shark named 
“Hungry Joe” Lewis, but this has never been 
confirmed.

After leaving the city to continue his tour, 
one newspaper took a parting shot with an un-
flattering poem titled “Farewell to Oscar” by 
the pseudonymous Burr Lesque. It contained 
the lines: “Midst Ireland’s commotion. You 
seized on the notion. To cross the wide ocean. 
To teach a great nation. Its proper relation. 
And aesthetic station.”

It ends with: “Dear Oscar, good bye. We’re 
too busy to cry. And too hurried to buy us a 
collar. Shoo-fly.” 

Wilde never returned to Chicago, though he 
did make one more trip across the Atlantic to 
New York in 1883 for the opening of his play 
“Vera,” which even in a mediocre season re-
ceived unenthusiastic reviews. His final con-
nection with the Windy City came after the 
Haymarket Riots on May 4, 1886, when U.S. 
labor unions were striking for a shorter work-
ing day. During a heated assembly in Chicago 
a bomb was thrown killing eight police offi-
cers. Even though the culprit was never identi-
fied, eight men were arrested and found guilty. 
Four were hanged, one committed suicide, and 
three were sent to jail, only to be pardoned 
in 1893. In Britain, the writer George Bernard 
Shaw initiated a petition in support of the 
Haymarket anarchists, and Oscar Wilde was the 
most prominent figure to add his name; he had 
recently embraced socialism, and on at least 
one occasion had described himself as an anar-
chist, though he abhorred the bombs and vio-
lence associated with the movement.

Although homosexuality in Victorian Britain 
was illegal, the crime was largely ignored un-
less it became “too public.” When Wilde mar-
ried Constance Lloyd in 1884 and produced two 
sons, Cyril and Vyvyan, rumors of his sexual 
proclivities were quieted. All that unraveled in 
1895 when he attempted to sue Lord Queens-
berry for libel, only to end up in jail himself. 
The April 7, 1895 Tribune wrote: “The shocking 
disclosures in the libel suit of Oscar Wilde, the 
professional representative of so-called esthet-
icism, against the Marquis of Queensberry have 
led to a sudden abandonment of the case and 
the arrest of Wilde upon charges which are too 
indecent for publication or comment.

“ … While it is not in order to discuss the 
offense of Oscar Wilde it is proper to search 
for the causes of it. First, and perhaps fore-
most, he plunged into indecency because he 
belonged to a caste in society which is idle, 
useless, unproductive, and therefore profligate.

“ … There is little doubt that his offense is 
a common one in the set with which he associ-
ated. More than once revelations of this kind 
have been made in the records of English aris-

tocratic society, but the offenders have usually 
fled in time and concealed themselves rather 
than face the shame as Wilde has done and 
affect to make light of it.”

Again, in the May 26, 1895 Tribune: “The jury 
in the Oscar Wilde case yesterday, after being 
out two hours, returned a verdict of guilty 
and a sentence of two years’ imprisonment at 
hard labor. (Alfred) Taylor, his associate in the 
beastly business, was also sentenced to two 
years imprisonment.

“No one will dispute the justice of this sen-
tence. The immoral practices of which he was 
proved guilty and which he attempted to gloss 
over were too flagrant to be condoned by the 
prominent social position which he occupied or 
by the literary fustian which he has published 
and which has been the fad in certain fashion-
able circles which run after every new thing, 
whether it be erotic or not. The defendant will 
now have the opportunity, for two years at 
least, to occupy himself at hard labor and be 
some useful service. Long before the two years 
are over the public will have forgotten him. It 
would not be a calamity if he never were heard 
of again. His bestial offenses can only be con-
doned by utter oblivion. That he was punished 
at all, in spite of his position, shows that an 
English jury is above any sympathy with his 
rottenness.”

Soon after the trial, a case was reported in 
New York that made reference to the Wilde 
trial in London. The headline read: “Nothing 
For Him But Suicide: Dr. Alexander Tonner Con-
fesses That Grave Charges are True.”

The original charges against Tonner were for 
“exhibiting obscene pictures to a chance ac-
quaintance in a public park,” but it was soon 
discovered he entertained young men at orgies 
in his home. “The case threatened to develop a 
scandal on a par with that of Cleveland Street, 
London,” said the paper. Cleveland Street was 
the location where Wilde frequented a male 
brothel for the company of young men. Tonner 
told prosecutor Anthony Comstock that there 
was nothing left for him now but suicide, echo-
ing a statement made by Wilde after his impris-
onment. Suicide was the gentleman’s way out. 
After his release from prison, Wilde moved to 
France where he died penniless in a rundown 
hotel in Paris on Nov. 30, 1900, at the age of 
46. Arthur Sullivan, who co-wrote the operetta 
“Patience” that inspired Wilde’s lecture tour 
of the U.S., died eight days before him, and 
Richard D’Oyly Carte died four months later. 
Wilde’s tomb is in Père Lachaise cemetery, not 
far from his friend Sarah Bernhardt, the actress 
who suggested the lecture tour to D’Oyly Carte 
in the first place.

An intriguing postscript to Wilde’s connec-
tion with Chicago occurred over 20 years after 
his death and is documented in Richard Ell-
man’s book “Oscar Wilde.” Alfred Taylor, who 
procured young men for Wilde and was tried 
along with him, served two years in prison and 
then immigrated to America and disappeared. 
In the 1920s Lord Alfred Douglas, Wilde’s lover 
and the son of Lord Queensbury, was staying at 
a hotel in Chicago. On ringing a bell for room 
service he was surprised by who answered the 
call … it was Alfred Taylor.
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Oscar Wilde.

northalsted 
business alliance 
names new ed
 The Northalsted Business Alliance (NBA) 
has welcomed new Executive Director Chris-
topher Barrett Politan, effective immediate-
ly.
 Since May, the alliance had been under the 
stewardship of Interim Executive Director 
Kimberly Bares. In their search, Bares and a 
team of NBA board members conducted mul-
tiple interviews with several applicants. 
 Bares will help direct a transition and re-
mains with the organization through mid-
November.
 Barrett Politan is a board member of Chi-

cago House and the Legacy Project, and is a 
competition coach for the Chicago Smelts.

point Foundation
event oct. 16
 The Cornerstone Society of the Point Foun-
dation—a scholarship-granting organization 
for LGBTQ students of merit—will hold a re-
ception Thursday, Oct. 16, 6-8 p.m., in the 
grand foyer of Plante Moran, 10 S. Riverside 
Plaza.
 Attendees will have the chance to meet 
with scholars and alumni, and hear their sto-
ries while enjoying cocktails and appetizers.
 Tickets are $75-$100 each. For more in-
formation, visit www.pointfoundation.org/
Chicago2014.

lGbt history Month

oscar Wilde in Chicago

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

SAME-SEX WEDDINGS
AT THE KEITH HOUSE
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OUTCHICAGO

Chicago’s LGBT Radio
WCPT 820AM | Sundays 11a-1p
Streaming live at chicagosprogressivetalk.com

Chicago’s Progressive Talk        Proud all week long

with Scott Duff

Gracen Brilmyer has spent five years at The Field Museum of Natural History, 
working on a wide array of projects—from taking high-resolution images of 
marine snail shells to dissecting two-millimeter-long beetles.
 She currently manages a team of interns to database the museum’s ant 
collection, which is about a million specimens strong. 
 “My main interest is in the use of collections through digitization, and I 
am using this historic collection to show changes in ant distribution over 
time to infer what that might tell us about climate change,” Brilmyer said. 
“Day to day, I can be checking my interns’ work, doing bulk data imports, 
taking images of specimens or mounting specimens for our collection, 
among other things.
 “I have always had an interest in the sciences, but I decided to go to the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, where I majored in printmaking 
and animation. Working with film/video and print collections started my interest in the use of archives, and when I had an internship opportunity at 
the Field Museum, I was excited about combining the two interests. This internship led to a part-time position dissecting and imaging beetles and 
eventually to a full-time job. I have since worked for a number of curators in different departments and have also volunteered in my free time.”
 Ants, she said, “can tell us a lot about a particular environment and can occupy totally different niches.” She is now looking at how ant distribution 
has changed in the past to try to predict where they might be in the future since they are sensitive to climate changes.
 Brilmyer is a former art teacher, ant imager, database manager, skeleton numberer, beetle disarticulator, collection organizer—many of her past jobs 
fall under the title, research assistant.

 “My interest [in ants] lies in the utilization of collections and up until my boss, curator Dr. 
Corrie Moreau, arrived at the museum, the ant collection had yet to be digitized,” Brilmyer 
said. “When she proposed the project, I jumped at the opportunity to work with such a large 
and historic collection. Plus ants are pretty amazing creatures.”
 Brilmyer recently returned from a month-long trip to Australia where she was collecting 
ants and presenting at a conference. “My co-workers have such a wealth of knowledge and 
are always happy to chat about their research—just the other day I learned how to skin a 
chipmunk,” she said.
 Brilmyer also is involved in the Out Fielders, the LGBTQ group at the museum, and is 
on the steering committee for the Field Museum Women in Science group, where, through 
internships, seminars and outreach, “we focus on increasing diversity in the sciences,” she 
said. 

GAY in the
LIFE

Gracen Brilmyer
TEXT BY ROSS FORMAN

PHOTOS FROM BRILMYER

Age
28

Neighborhood
Wrigleyville

Hobbies
Drawing, animating, running, yoga 
and bicycle riding

Relationship status
Single

Job title
Research Assistant for Dr. Corrie 
Moreau at The Field Museum of 
Natural History

Favorite TV show
Treme

Favorite movie
Let the Fire Burn

Favorite pizza topping
“Almost anything”

Preferred drink at a bar
Old Fashioned

Little-known fact
“I am conversational in Swedish and 
American Sign Language.”

Little-known fact about ants
“Most ants you see are female.”

GET YOUR BODY
HOLIDAY-READY

Discover what others know ...

Award-Winning Plastic Surgery

DR. DAVID SHIFRIN
Board-Certified Plastic Surgeon

CHICAGO • 312.590.3572
680 N. Lake Shore Dr.

www.davidshifrinmd.com

Member

Mention 
WINDy CIty tImeS 

and get 
$500 off 

all procedures 
through Nov. 1.

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com
http://www.chicagosprogressivetalk.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —david Marshall, Research 
director, Community Marketing, inc.
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Make them
hear you!
(The road the led to 
victory and marriage equality)
 
It seems that I’ve struggled all of my life for 
equal rights as an African-American same-
gender-loving man. There were times that the 
battle was so fierce that it almost claimed my 
life. I even recall a time when I had to literally 
hire body guards to accompany me to speaking 
engagements and book signing events because 
homophobic extremists threatened to show up 
and wreck the meeting, while at the same time, 
threatening to do me bodily harm if I proceed-
ed as an activist.
 There were times when religious zealots who 
claimed to love God and stand for righteous-
ness (but were really wolves in sheep’s cloth-
ing) sought to humiliate and embarrass me in 
public forums when I was being interviewed on 
television and radio. But God had my back and 
enabled me to triumph in every situation! 
 I would be lying if I told you that there were 
not times when I was afraid. There were times I 
was nervous and very afraid but I always knew 
God was with me. Because I was Black, gay 
and a Christian, people in both the LGBT com-
munity and the Black community would often 
persecute and ostracize me because of my deep 
love for God and my passion to fight for equal 
rights for same-gender-loving people. 
 It saddens me that in the LGBT community, 
as well as in the heterosexual Christian com-
munity, people mistakenly believe that being 
same-gender-loving and Christian are mutually 

exclusive. They are not and I am living proof of 
that! Believe me when I say that being misun-
derstood because I am both gay and saved is 
an understatement!!! Still, I refused to contin-
ue living on this planet for the duration of my 
life being marginalized, discriminated against, 
and yoked by the chains of inequality and in-
equity.
  Even from the time I was a child, I never 
could understand why people couldn’t just 
leave other people alone and not feel com-
pelled to hurt others who thought differently 
and who loved differently. To me, it was—and 
still—is the simplest thing to do! 
 Even though my journey has been long, frus-
trating, difficult and fraught with peril, it was 
worth it! You see my brothers and sisters, on 
this historic day (Oct. 6, 2014) hundreds of 
thousands, if not millions, all over America can 
freely marry the person of their own choos-
ing—a dream I have had all my life! 
 I am ever so grateful to God and to all the 
courageous LGBTQ activists/soldiers who cou-
rageously fought for equal rights long before I 
was ever born. Some of these men and women 
made the ultimate sacrifice by giving their very 
lives just to make it possible for me to stand 
on this precipice of time and witness the dawn 
of this glorious new day. 
 Admittedly, I am a bit tired, for the battle 
has been long, hard, fierce and often lonely.
 Sometimes I feel remorseful, saddened, even 
at times resentful because of the life-long bat-
tle I had to continuously fight in claiming and 
defending my right to live as I am and love who 
I choose. Spending and sometimes exhausting 
all of my energies to survive in an unjustly ho-
mophobic society. I wonder at times that If I 
had been freely given the chance to blossom, 
thrive and mature without restraint, censure, 
fear or threat of bodily harm, how much greater 
could I have impacted the world? How much 
richer and more joyous could I have made my 
community and my church. 
 Yes, at times, living my life was a battle and 
I have the spiritual and emotional scars to 
prove it, but I believe “That which does not 

kill you will only make you stronger” and today 
I am very strong. Moreover, I intend to take 
this strength and use it to positively shape 
this world so that my children will not have 
to deal with the same quality of life sapping 
obstacles that I had to overcome. In fact, it is 
my prayer is that God will continue to give me 
the strength to keep on fighting until the day 
comes when no other child [whatever his or her 
race or gender may be], will ever have to fear 
being brutally beaten and pushed aside on a 
playground or left on a lonely highway, strung 
up on a fence and left to die just because he or 
she is gay. 
 However, I think that the part that grieves 
me the most is that while we have made re-
markable strides legally, still there is so much 
more work to be done in African nations and in 
local minority communities where being LGBT 
is still a taboo and unacceptable. I believe 
famed recording artist Jennifer Holliday put it 
best in her stirring rendition of “Make Them 
Hear You,” when she both encouraged us and 
planted the seed of wisdom within us neces-
sary to overcome all obstacles and boldly pro-
ceed in future endeavors to obtain equal rights 
in all facets of life—for all people. 
 And say to those who blame us for the way 
we chose to fight, 
 “That sometimes there are battles that are 
more than black or white. And I could not put 
down my sword when justice was my right. 
 MAKE THEM HEAR YOU.
 MAKE THEM HEAR YOU.
 Don’t you know your sword can be a sermon 
or the power of the pen. 
 Teach every child to raise his voice, and then, 
Oh My sisters and brothers, and then...
 Will just be demanded by 10,000 righteous 
men,
 MAKE THEM HEAR YOU...
 WHEN THEY HEAR YOU... 
 I’LL BE NEAR YOU AGAIN!”
 Bishop Terry angel Mason is a Pulitzer 
Prize-nominated author, a pastor [faith That 
Triumph’s Global Ministries] and a national 
Hiv/aidS awareness spokesperson.

LETTERS
Arch(bishop) enemy?

Dear Editor:
 
The recent Windy City Times headline “LGBTs 
welcome new archbishop” epitomizes much 
that is wrong in our community.
 The new archbishop of Chicago, Blase Cupich, 
is touted as a “moderate” and people assume 
he will represent a sea change compared to 
his predecessor, the stridently anti-gay Francis 
George. How many leaders have promised us 
peace, but given us war? How many have used 
pro-LGBT rhetoric and then saddled us with the 
Defense of Marriage Act and “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell?” Like the new pope, a change in style 
hardly heralds a change in substance.
  Cupich may be more approachable and less 
confrontative than George, but can the next 
church worker who decides to marry his or her 
same-sex partner expect to keep his job, unlike 
the church music director in Inverness?
 Given bigoted and discriminatory Catholic 
doctrine, is it even realistic to expect policy 
changes from Cupich? He is squarely against 
same-sex civil marriage, as his opposition to 
civil legal equality in Washington state demon-
strates. That he warned against coupling this 
opposition with violence against LGBT people 
is small comfort.
  And its not just LGBT rights about which we 
should be concerned. Cupich is opposed to 
abortion rights as well, not just denying them 
to Catholics but to all women.
  And what about the Church’s sex-abuse scan-

dal? The Survivors’ Network of Those Abused 
by Priests (SNAP) has expressed concern about 
the dismissive manner in which Cupich han-
dled cases in his prior assignment. Cupich also 
praised Cardinal George for his leadership role 
on the abuse scandal in George’s role as head 
of the Bishops’ Conference. In fact, George 
coddled abusive priests right here in Chicago 
by harming the effort at criminal justice that 
needs to occur for our society to heal. 
 Non-Catholic society and Catholics working 
for change in their church should avoid fawn-
ing over leaders who, with smiles and a few 
kind words, deliver the same systemic exclu-
sion we’ve come to expect in the past.
 
Gay Liberation Network

Church times

I continue to be amazed at how out of touch 
and backwards the U.S. Catholic bishops are 
when it comes to the civil-rights issues of LGBT 
people.
 On the surface, there is a disjointed and mis-
leading pastoral approach, with the official po-
sition being condemnation of the LGBT commu-
nity, and other Catholic parishes/organizations 
such as the Gay and Lesbian Outreach ministry, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Old St. Patrick’s, DePaul 
University and Catholic Charities saying that 
gay Catholics are welcome in the Church.
 Remember, it was Catholic Charities:
 —who refused to minister homeless LGBT 
youth;

 —closed down statewide adoption agencies 
over the issue of LGBT couples adoption; and
 —whose response to HIV/AIDS in our com-
munity, to put it charitably, is more cosmetic 
than real.
 The facts are there for all to see just do a 
Google search on Cardinal George/Bishop Blase 
Cupich of Spokane, Washington, on gay mar-
riage, gay adoption and women’s ordination to 
the priesthood.
 I understand the cardinal is in poor health. 
However, we cannot ignore the harm this man 
continues to inflict on our community. In my 
opinion, this is not about being mean-spirited; 
rather, it is about telling the truth.
 Recently, the Windy City Times (on Sept. 24) 
ran an article on LGBTs welcome new arch-
bishop by Matt Simonette. What surprised me 
by this well-written article was the response 
from the past leadership of Dignity. Chris Pett 
said, “We look forward to learning more about 
Bishop Cupich’s views on the many issues im-
pacting justice in the Church. We also hope the 
Bishop Cupich will fully engage our community 
and other marginalized communities in the jus-
tice work of the Church.” The reason for my 
amazement was the source of that statement.
 Archbishop-elect Cupich’s anti-gay history is 
there for all to see when it comes to dealing 
with same-sex marriage, LGBT adoption em-
ployment rights and equal protection under the 
law. 

Joe Murray
Chicago

TERRY
ANGEL

MASON
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Photo from
Universal 
Pictures

By SCOTT C. MORGan
            
Plays and musicals with characters who fall 
within the LGBTQ spectrum appear all over 
Chicago stages, from Equity flagships like the 
Goodman Theatre and Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company to the tiniest of storefronts like The 
Side Project or the Apollo Studio. But there’s 
also something to be said about targeting 
LGBTQ audiences precisely where they like to 
hang out.

This explains why certain theater companies 
are more than willing to produce shows in gay 
bars, despite the many hassles of performing 
in venues that weren’t initially designed with 
much (if any) backstage space and having to 
strike scenery and move costumes away imme-
diately after each performance so the club can 
revert back to being a discotheque. Oh sure, 
there are plenty of bars that can accommodate 
weekly drag shows or benefit events, but we’re 
talking about full-fledged plays and musicals.

Currently, musical-theater fans can head 
over to The Call in Andersonville to see the 
New American Folk Theatre’s world premiere of 
Witches Among Us, which features an original 
score by Scott Free and a book by Rick Karlin. 
And for those more inclined to see drag queens 
performing pop music and showtune parodies, 
Hydrate is hosting a once-a-month return of 
Mid-Tangent Theatre’s fifth anniversary-staging 
of Snow White and the Seven Drag Queens 
(which was revived earlier this spring in anoth-
er critically acclaimed rendition). And once the 
holiday season rolls around, Hell in a Handbag 
Productions is bringing back Rudolph the Red-
Hosed Reindeer for another run at Mary’s At-
tic after taking a break last year with its Joan 
Crawford-inspired show Christmas Dearest.

“I don’t understand why all gay bars aren’t 
doing this,” said Free. “You’re getting a crowd 

into your bar earlier, and then they hang out, 
drink, and so to me, it really makes sense.”

Indeed, MidTangent Theatre Artistic Director 
Tony Lewis has forged a very successful rela-
tionship with Hydrate producing queer-centric 
and drag-filled shows over the past five years, 
bringing in drinking theater audiences to the 
bar earlier in the evening before the late-night 
dance crowd.

“I was renting theaters that were near Boys-
town, but they weren’t in necessarily in Boys-
town,” Lewis said, adding how difficult it was 
as a young theater company to attract LGBTQ 
audiences and pay the steep rents for theaters. 
“So when we first produced Snow White and the 
Seven Drag Queens five years ago at Hydrate, 
it was a night and day difference at how many 
more people were willing to come to the show 
just because it was right in the neighborhood.”  

And as anyone who has seen a MidTangent 
show at Hydrate can attest, the lighting de-
signs are always spectacular because they can 
draw upon the sophisticated dance floor light-
ing to spruce up each production.

The significantly lower rents involved in pro-
ducing in bars versus dedicated theater ven-
ues is a definite plus, though New American 
Folk Theatre artistic director Anthony Whitaker 
stresses that the show really has to be tailored 
to suit the bar that it is playing. For example, 
New American Folk Theatre recently produced 
Kennedy’s Children by gay playwright Robert 
Patrick at Chief O’Neill’s Pub and Restaurant at 
3471 N. Elston Ave., because the play is literal-
ly set in a bar. The same is true of Witches Like 
Us, which takes place in the fictional “Mambo 
Voodoo Lounge” and serves as a gathering 
place for lounge music-loving “witches”—an 
allegory for LGBTQ people living under the ra-
dar in an age of McCarthyism and homophobia 
during the 1950s and ’60s.   

“We knew our audience for this show, and 
we knew we definitely wanted to be in a gay 
neighborhood,” said Whitaker, adding that 
Witches Among Us was originally intended to 
be produced at the bar Parlour which closed in 
August in the middle of the company’s rehears-
als. Luckily Whitaker and company were able 
to relocate to The Call, following up on advice 
from Quest Theatre Ensemble and other sketch 
comedy troupes that have previously performed 
at the bar.

“It’s also been a great relief for our budget, 
because rental of the theater is generally the 
biggest thing that we have to pay for,” Whita-
ker said. “So it allows this show to have better 
costumes and better props and a larger cast.”

New American Folk Theatre’s Witches Among 
Us plays 7:30 p.m. Fridays through Nov. 7 at 
The Call, 1547 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. Tickets are 
$15 general admission and $20 for VIP seating 

(for ages 21 and older only). For more informa-
tion, visit www.newamericanfolktheatre.org.

MidTangent Theater’s Snow White and the 
Seven Drag Queens continues at 8 p.m. Nov. 7, 
Dec. 5 and Jan. 2, at Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted 
St. Tickets are $20. For more information, visit 
www.hydratechicago.com or www.midtangent.
com.

Hell in a Handbag Productions’ revival of Ru-
dolph the Red-Hosed Reindeer is scheduled on 
the Mary’s Attic online calendar from Thursday, 
Nov. 29, through Saturday, Jan. 3, at N. Clark 
St. Performances are mainly at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day through Sunday (no show Dec. 25), with 
select 3:30 p.m. matinees on select Sundays. 
For more information on tickets, call 800-838-
3006 or visit www.handbagproductions.org or 
www.hamburgermarys.com/chicago.

Read a review of Witches among Us on 
page 14.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Gay bar drama

Witches among Us. Photo from new american folk Theatre
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The Wild Party. Photo by Michael Brosilow

THEATER REVIEW

The Wild Party
Score: Michael John LaChiusa; 
Book: LaChiusa and George C. Wolfe
at: Bailiwick Chicago at Richard 
Christiansen Theater, 2433 n. Lincoln ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000 or 
www.bailiwickchicago.com; $40
Through nov. 1

By SCOTT C. MORGan

It’s likely that die-hard musical-theater fans 
will forever be bickering and taking sides over 
The Wild Party. That’s because in New York dur-
ing the year 2000, two completely different 
musicals based upon Joseph Moncure March’s 
once-banned (and conveniently, out of copy-
right) 1928 novella-length poem called The 
Wild Party debuted.
 The Wild Party by Andrew Lippa (Big Fish, The 
Addams Family) arrived first off-Broadway in a 
production starring Idina Menzel, Taye Diggs 
and Julia K. Murney, while the version by Mi-
chael John LaChiusa (Hello Again, See What I 
Wanna See) followed on Broadway in a Public 
Theater production starring Toni Collette, Man-
dy Patinkin and Eartha Kitt.
 Neither version became a smash hit, but both 
were documented with cast albums. Regional 
productions followed, allowing musical theater 
fans to form factions.
 Bailiwick Chicago has entered the fray by pro-
ducing what will likely be the best production 
of LaChiusa’s The Wild Party you will ever see in 
the Windy City. From start to finish, the tension 
never lets up in director/choreographer Brenda 
Didier’s attention-grabbing staging, which is 
aided immeasurably by music director Aaron 
Benham’s propulsive mastery of LaChiusa’s 
tricky jazz-styled score.
 The Wild Party focuses on the alluring (if ag-
ing) vaudeville dancer Queenie (Danni Smith) 
and her abusive romantic relationship with her 
fellow vaudevillian, the deeply jealous black-
face comic Burrs (Matthew Keffer). To paper 
over their violent fights, Burrs suggests a wild 
party full of bathtub gin and drugs with their 
myriad show-business colleagues who include 
the lesbian stripper (Christina Hall) and her new 
crush, Sally (Sasha Smith); the gay performing 
“brothers” of Phil and Oscar D’Armano (Gilbert 
Domally and Desmond Gray); the grand-dame 
actress Delores Montoya (Danielle Brothers); 
the Jewish producers Gold and Goldberg (Jason 
Richards and Jason Grimm); and former boxing 
champ Eddie Mackrel (Steven Perkins) and his 
relations.
 You may not end up liking any of the char-
acters by the ending, which is rushed and 

not particularly moving after the illegal sub-
stance-fueled orgy when Queenie suddenly 
finds a soulmate in Black (Patrick Falcon—the 
kept pretty boy of her “frenemy” Kate (Shar-
riese Hamilton)). But, my, how fascinating the 
characters are—especially in the hands of this 
superlative cast where no one seems to be put-
ting in a wrong foot for his or her take on these 
illusion-filled folks who are more comfortable 
performing on stage and in life rather than 
dealing with the depressing realities of their 
day-to-day existences.
 So for fans of LaChiusa, Bailiwick’s superla-
tive staging will be exhibit A for superiority 
arguments over Lippa’s take on The Wild Party. 
And for those without a stake in the argument, 
Bailiwick’s The Wild Party is thrilling, adult mu-
sical theater, plain and simple.

THEATER REVIEW

Danny Casolaro 
Died for You 
Playwright: dominic Orlando
at: TimeLine (sic) Theatre, 
615 W. Wellington ave.
Tickets: 773-281-8463; 
www.timelinetheatre.com; $39-$52
Runs through: dec. 21

By JOnaTHan aBaRBaneL

I’m not a conspiracy theorist. I believe Os-
wald acted alone. Still, I know there are vast 
international crime networks doing business 
with each other far outside any law. I know, 
too, our government does business with 
them in the shadowy world of espionage, 
arms dealing, counterterrorism, revolution 
and counter-revolution. This play is about all 
that and purportedly based on fact. If it’s 
merely half-true, then most of us live with-
in a global conspiracy, the sole purpose of 
which is the retention of power and wealth 
for their own sake by those who already have 
them, regardless of systems of government 
or economics.

Some of the play’s claims are well-docu-
mented: the multi-national criminality of the 
now-defunct (or replaced, more likely) Bank 
of Credit and Commerce International, the 
Iran-Contra scandal, various covert opera-
tions of the CIA and collusion between the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) and other gov-
ernment agencies to suppress investigations 
of extra-legal government actions. Danny Ca-
solaro (Kyle Hatley), a freelance reporter in 
the 1980s, was investigating a monumental 
web of beyond-the-law activity during the 
Reagan presidency that linked the FBI, CIA, 

DOJ, National Security Agency, Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, organized crime, international 
drug trafficking and MCA, the giant Holly-
wood talent agency. For his efforts, Casolaro 
may have been murdered in 1991, although 
others call his death a suicide.

Set four years after his death, the play 
is narrated by Casolaro’s cousin (Demetrius 
Troy), a stand-in for the playwright. He in-
troduces us via flashbacks to Danny, moles, 
spies, computer geniuses, thugs and power 
brokers. The play is too true to be good (to 
borrow George Bernard Shaw’s phrase), but 
it’s riveting and relentless, a rip-snorting 
story for everyone and a scary confirmation 
for conspiracy theorists. Every President may 
not be a crook and a liar, but all of them—
even Obama—employ crooks and liars, at tax 
payer expense, who think the Constitution is 
for other people.

TimeLine veteran director Nick Bowling 
keeps the pot boiling at a brisk pace in this 
production, ignoring—as the playwright 
does—subtleties of character development 
or dimension. Most of the characters are 
types, even though based on real people. 
Indeed, the actors’ make-up matches lobby 
photos of the real originals. Casolaro was 
athletic, good-looking and blond and so is 
Hatley, who conveys the obsessive drive and 
ego of a journalist hooked on a story. (Why, 
for example, do journalists today want to be 
in Syria or Liberia?) 

Mark Richards conveys geeky, fervid energy 
as a science wiz turned whistle-blower, and 
Philip Earl Johnson provides congenial-but-
threatening bonhomie as a powerful string-
puller. They are opposite ends of a spectrum 
so profoundly amoral and cynical as to ren-
der meaningless any definition of corruption. 
Decide for yourself how much is true. 

THEATER REVIEW

Witches Among Us
Playwright: Music & Lyrics by 
Scott free, book by Rick Karlin
at: new american folk Theatre at 
The Call, 1547 W. Bryn Mawr ave.
Tickets: 773-426-6442; 
www.newamericanfolktheatre.org; $15-$20
Runs through: nov. 7

By MaRy SHen BaRnidGe

The martyrs of Salem, Massachusetts, were not 
the first scapegoats of a society undone by its 
own fears, but the source of their persecution 
has entered our language to describe a practice 
sadly continuing to the present day. For as long 
as we refer to the harassment of a designated 
subculture as a “witch hunt,” sorcerers and sor-
ceresses will provide the metaphor for parables 
of gay liberation.
   Ironically, the enchanters in Rick Karlin and 
Scott Free’s musical romp really are witches—
not the grotesque necromancers we associ-
ate with swamps, but spell-casting sybarites 
dwelling within the mortal world (cf. televi-
sion’s happy housewife in Bewitched, which 
receives a sly shout-out). Their refuge is the 
Mambo Voodoo Lounge, where they co-exist 
peacefully alongside the “bohemian crowd” 
frequenting New York City’s Greenwich Village 
district. Ooooh, but Mayor Wagner and Police 
Commissioner Paul Burgess have vowed to 
drive all “commies, beatniks and queers” from 
the city—a plan endorsed by Burgess’ girl-
friend (herself, a closeted witch eager to forgo 
her supernatural upbringing for the security of 
temporal clout).
 With most of the action focused on the ef-
forts of lounge proprietress Serena and her 
cohorts to foil the long arms of the law—spe-
cifically, a pair of handsome young detectives 
dispatched to shake down the curiously attrac-
tive fringe denizens—where is it more logical 
to conjure the appropriate “castaway cabaret” 
ambience than inside Andersonville’s Call bar? 
Although the width of the room makes for 

muddy acoustics (especially the scenes at the 
far stage left bar, where unmiked actors too 
often sing at each other rather than at the au-
dience), the exchange of energy in the close 
quarters lends warmth and intimacy to a score 
ranging from patter ditties like “Black Hallow’s 
Eve” to dreamy-eyed ballads such as “Too Good 
to Be True.” 
 The cast that director Anthony Whitaker as-
sembled is led by Caitlin Jackson and Matt 
Huston as, respectively, Serena and her side-
kick Tristan, who nail the torchy “Who Put a 
Spell on Who?,” while Kirk Jackson’s and Chris 
Sefelkski’s undercover cops display charming 
befuddlement on “Normal.” In addition, Sarah 
Blevins, playing the irrepressible bartender Al-
thea, all but steals the show with her rendition 
of “A Few Tricks Up My Sleeve.” Jamal How-
ard’s choreography delivers full-scale dance 
spectacles in the limited space with no risk to 
the toes of audience members. At a brisk run-
ning time of 90 minutes with an intermission 
for replenishing drinks, this sparkly-as-fairy-
dust confection is tailor-made for Friday-night 
carouses during the season of the you-know-
what.

CRITICS’ PICKS
at Home at the Zoo, City Lit Theater, 

through Oct. 26. Intensely-crafted perfor-
mances lend coherence to Edward Albee’s 
1959 snapshot of an urban duel, enhanced 
(if not clarified) by his 2004 prologue. 
MSB

The Clean House, Bluebird Arts at Ath-
enaeum Theatre, through Oct. 26. “Life is 
a joke, so you might as well die laugh-
ing” is the moral of Sarah Ruhl’s magic-
realism parable, rendered with plenty of 
soul-cleansing comedy in this debut pro-
duction. MSB

don Giovanni, Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
through Oct. 29. The famous serial seduc-
er becomes a coke-snorting and sadistic 
modernizing menace in Goodman Theatre 
artistic director Robert Falls’ new produc-
tion that updates Mozart’s masterpiece to 
1920s rural Spain. The Lyric’s first non-
traditional staging of Don Giovanni is a 
dramatically compelling kick off to the 
company’s 60th anniversary season. SCM

Season on the Line, The House Theatre 
of Chicago, through Oct. 26. Capt. Ahab is 
a meglomaniac theater director and Moby 
Dick is a white-suited critic in Shaun 
Pfautsch’s highly creative transposition 
from Melville novel to showbiz valentine. 
It’s great fun yet remarkably faithful in 
structure to the great American original. 
JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

Witches among Us. Photo from new 
american folk Theatre



THEATER REVIEW

Take Me Out
Playwright: Richard Greenberg
at: eclectic Theatre Company at the 
athenaeum, 2936 n. Southport ave.
Tickets: 773-935-6875; 
www.eclectic-theatre.com; $25
Runs through: nov. 2

By MaRy SHen BaRnidGe

Richard Greenberg launches his world of sports 
play with superstar batter Darren Lemming 
announcing to the press that he is gay, but 
the repercussions vested upon his teammates, 
his fans and his career will not be what we 

expect. Darren’s problem, you see, is not that 
he is gay, but that he believes he can do no 
wrong—the undoing of tragic heroes since the 
Greeks starred in the Dionysic leagues.
 Athletes being almost exclusively focused on 
physical prowess, the low level of introspec-
tive self-analysis in the locker room makes for 
only minor disturbances as a result of Darren’s 
revelation—until the team encounters a losing 
streak, leading to the introduction of a new 
pitcher to the line-up. He is Shane Mungitt, 
the product of a childhood fraught with pover-
ty, violence and neglect, his talent at throwing 
strikes representing his sole opportunity for 
escape. After an ill-conceived interview where 
Mungitt invokes the xenophobic vocabulary 
reflecting his regional roots, media attention 

exacerbates hitherto-undetected intramural 
rivalries until a misguided showdown ensures 
that everyone loses.
 To prevent our moral compasses wavering in 
the heat of competition so that we revel in 
the downfall of the “enemy” (even when defeat 
destroys any hope of their ever being anything 
but the enemy), Greenberg provides us a two-
man chorus—Kip, the team’s shortstop, and 
Mason, Darren’s business manager. Viewing the 
events from the vantage afforded by a peripa-
tetic education, their insight and eloquence 
enables them to act as interpreters for their 
less articulate comrades.
 Plays founded on roomfuls of testosterone-
spitting males can easily succumb to senti-
mental caricature, but Greenberg’s unswerv-
ingly intelligent script adheres to the rules of 
its classical prototypes by ascertaining that 

nobody emerges unsullied as they follow the 
fates’ inexorable course. The Eclectic Theatre 
Company cast exhibits uniformly excellent en-
semble work, even when swapping dialogue 
buck-nekked in the shower scenes. Ruben 
Adorno’s cheerfully egotistical Darren and new-
comer Chris Rozenboom’s angry Shane never 
deviate from the poignancy of their fundamen-
tally innocent personae, while Charlie Rasmann 
and Andrew Pond’s Kip and Mason deliver their 
subtextual nuances with the verbal agility and 
effortless grace of practiced bullpen sages. 
 Greenberg’s play encompasses sufficient base-
ball lore to satisfy fans of the Great American 
you-know-what, but even if you don’t know a 
base-on-balls from a baba-au-rhum, the multi-
ple metaphors inherent in this familiar cultural 
phenomenon will replay in your mind like the 
last game of the season. 
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 Tony Award-winning Broadway legend Donna McKechnie, 
the primary performing muse to late director-choreographer 
Michael Bennett in such musicals as A Chorus Line, Compa-
ny and Promises, Promises, is the headlining star for Pride 
Films and Plays’ annual benefit Simply Sensational: Leg-
ends. The event features McKenchnie and other performers 
in addition to a raffle for fabulous door prizes. Pride Films 
and Plays’ benefit Simply Sensational: Legends starring 
Donna McKechnie is at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 20, at Stage 
773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. General admission tickets are 
$75, while VIP tickets (including 6 p.m. pre-show cabaret 
and appetizers at Cooper’s, 1232 W. Belmont Ave.) are $100. 
Tickets to a post-show champagne and chocolates reception 
with McKechnie are an additional $25. For more informa-
tion, visit www.pridefilmsandplays.com. Photo courtesy of 
Pride Films and Plays

SPOTLIGHT
Take Me Out. Photo by Pat iven

the Joffrey premiere of 
Christopher Wheeldon’s

“ Thrilling... 
Astonishing... 
Magical” 

— New York Times
OCTOBER 15–26

TiCkETs sTaRT aT $32

JOFFREY.ORG/SwanlakE

800.982.2787

CElEBRaTInG 
20 YEaRs  
In CHICaGO

2014–15 SeaSon SponSorS new work  
preSenting SponSor

the anne and Burt kaplan Fund of the 
Mayer & Morris kaplan Family Foundation

Swan Lake  
preSenting SponSor

Dr. and Mrs. Josef 
Lakonishok

Swan Lake 
proDuction SponSor

Joffrey Dancers: Jeraldine Mendoza and Dylan gutierrez  i  photography by: cheryl Mann

oFFiciaL proviDer  
oF phySicaL therapy

performs at:

50 east congress parkway, chicago

http://www.joffret.org/swanlake
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Dracula Untold;
film notes
How differently would audiences respond to 
dracula Untold—Universal’s latest attempt to 
reboot its classic monsters franchise—if the 
actor playing Dracula was openly gay? 

Would it diminish their ability to immerse 
themselves into the filmmakers attempt to ex-
plain the origins of vampire lore that is the 
basis of the film? Would they ascribe some sort 
of underlying queer symbolism to Vlad III Te-
pes’ (aka Dracula’s) propensity for impaling his 
enemies on wooden spikes?

Would it disgust the teenage guys the movie 
was made for when Vlad gets right in the face 
of Mehmed II, his nemesis (and former boy-
hood best friend, played by Dominic Cooper) 
as they snarl threats back and forth at each 
other, inches apart, because Vlad, the ruler of 
Romania, doesn’t want to force 1,000 Roma-
nian boys into forced indenture in the Turkish 
army—the way he was? Would it make straight 
folks feel sick to their stomachs as they watch 
Vlad disrobe and slip into a hot bath (display-
ing his spectacular six-pack abs in the process) 
before proceeding to make hot, sweaty love to 
his wife because they know the actor is gay 
in real life and is play-acting all that passion? 

Further, would people ferret out a gay sub-
text between Vlad and the ancient sorcerer/
granddaddy vampire (Charles Dance) when Vlad 
dares to go to the old guy’s cave (because he’s 
so desperate to fight off the advancing Turks) 
and gladly sucks the vampire’s blood that fills 
him with enormous powers and in three days 
hence will make him a bloodsucker, too? Would 
dudes cringe in horror when Vlad subsequently 
is shown to be the baddest badass in all of 
Romania as he takes out practically the entire 
Turkish army singlehandedly because this kind 
of behavior can’t be convincing when per-
formed by an actor who likes to get with other 
guys in his off time? 

Would it make people wonder what’s really 
going on when Vlad once again attempts to 
make sexy times with his wife but this time 
can’t? And what about those impeccable Brit-
ish accents that the Romanian characters and 
the old, powerful demon sport? Do they talk 
like that because the lead actor and his fellow 
thespians are, shall we say, a “little light in the 
loafers” when the cameras are turned off? How 
about that weird, Renfield-like character who 
follows Vlad around the battle field, begging to 
be his slave, looking at him adoringly and call-
ing him “master?” Is that some kind of twist on 
a same-sex relationship because the actor play-
ing Vlad is a homo the second he steps off the 
set? OMG—what if the actor playing Renfield is 
one of them, too?! What kind of gay shit is this 
Dracula Untold, anyway?!!!

More questions: Would it have made a dif-
ference to moviegoers if the mostly critical 
drubbing this lavish and rather stylish movie 
with its sometimes diverting, sometimes silly 
set pieces (though the action scenes are not 
among them) has gotten if the criticism includ-
ed the fact that the leading man was played by 
an openly queer one? Do we look at the myriad 
of action pictures Rock Hudson made—most of 
them efficient, by-the-numbers and not partic-
ularly memorable (just like Dracula Untold)—

any differently because we know in hindsight 
that he likes men? If John Travolta really is 
“that way” and one day decides to come out, 
will it change how audiences perceive any of 
his interchangeable action movies (Broken 
Arrow, anyone)? How about Tom Cruise and 
Oblivion? Or Channing Tatum and White House 
Down? Hugh Jackman and one of those X Men 
pictures? Or any of the interchangeable movies 
of any of the action stars that are constantly 
tagged with gay rumors? 

Would the coming-out of an action star 
have the ability to make these okay, not great 
big-budget pictures (like this one) better? Of 
course not. So the overriding thought has to 
be that the kerfuffle that would attend such 
a revelation would kill the mega movie’s box 
office chances and that’s the biggest no-no of 
all. Let’s remember: These are products first, 
movies second—and commerce always trumps 
art in Hollywood.

Those are just a few of the things I pondered 
as I watched Dracula Untold. It’s what I have 
wondered about many times before. But with 
Luke Evans, who plays Vlad/Dracula, there’s 
a very important difference because here we 
have an actor who was out (according to an in-
terview he gave to the Advocate in 2002) with 
a hugely successful London stage career and 
who apparently has willingly gone back into 
the closet. Why would Evans agree to this? Was 
he told that if he wanted to be a big action 
star in movies there’s no way to be out about 
his sexuality? Are the perks, the fabled riches 
of celebrity so fantastic? Is the brass ring of 
movie stardom so tantalizing that going back 
into the closet seemed like a small price to pay 
in exchange for its benefits? 

We can’t know beyond such speculation why 
Evans has made this choice and certainly, many 
actors before Evans arrived in movies in 2009 
made the same one. Yet, only five years later, it 
seems there has been a cultural sea change. As 
resistance to same-sex marriage is crumbling 
across the nation; as Transparent, the United 
States’ most buzzed-about TV show (which isn’t 
even on TV) breaks new ground by centering 
on a transgender character; and when there are 
queer stars in music, literature, on stage, in 
galleries, in every place but at the local Cin-
eplex, isn’t it time for this kind of nonsense to 
just be over already?

Note: There’s a reason to be cautiously op-
timistic that this will soon be a non-issue. In 
an Oct. 9 interview with Women’s Wear Daily 
publicizing Dracula Untold, Evans tacitly ac-
knowledged his sexuality when he told the in-
terviewer who asked him (in so many words) 
whether he was setting a new precedent as an 
openly gay action star: “It’s good for people to 
look at me and think this guy is doing his thing 
and enjoying what he’s doing and successful at 
it and living his life. And that’s what I’m doing 
and I’m very happy.”

film notes:
—After an acclaimed run on the LGBT film-

fest circuit (including a Chicago debut here 
at 2013’s Reeling) the documentary Corpus 
Christi: Playing with Redemption, from co-
directors Nic Arnzen and James Brandon (who 
also stars), is just out on both VOD and DVD 
from Breaking Glass Pictures. The movie fol-
lows a troupe of actors performing Terrence 
McNally’s gay Jesus play Corpus Christi and the 
controversy that followed the production as it 
toured around the world for five years. http://
bgpics.com/index.php/template-styles/new-
releases/item/255-corpus-christi

—Get your scare on: Horror-movie event 
planner Rusty Nails is back with another edi-
tion of The Massacre, the annual 24-hour mov-
ie marathon. From noon on Saturday, Oct. 18, 
through Sunday, Oct. 19, the Portage Theater, 
4050 N. Milwaukee Ave., will screen a gamut 
of creepy movies—everything from the rarely 
screened Vincent Price classic The Haunted Pal-
ace to more obscure fare like The Town That 
Dreaded Sundown and Dario Argento’s Tene-
brae. 

Special guests include Chopping Mall direc-
tor Jim Wynorski and Deadly Spawn director 
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THE MIDWEST PREMIERE OF 

ISAAC’S 
EYE
BY LUCAS HNATH

DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

NOW PLAYING
Performed at 664 Vernon Ave, Glencoe  
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

“[Playwright Lucas] Hnath  
is quickly emerging as  
one of the brightest  

new voices of his generation.”

– The New York Times

FOR TICKETS: WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000
2014/15 SEASON SPONSOR MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSOR CORPORATE SPONSOR BOOKSTORE SERIES SUPPORT

featur ing a

WORLD PREMIERE

iconic choreographer from 
TV/Film/Stage

Harris Theater for Music & Dance   
205 East  R andolph Drive

TICKETS START AT $15
OCTOBER 24 & 25 @ 7:30PM

harristheaterchicago.org
312.334.7777
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Doug McKeown. There will be vendor tables, 
free haunted ghost bus rides from various Chi-
cago haunts (love that) and live music by The 
Marshmallow Ghosts. A portion of the proceeds 
will benefit Vital Bridges. http://www.the-
portagetheater.com/event/668779-massacre-
24-hours-horror-chicago/

—alexis is a documentary portrait in the 
making by and about transgender activist 
Alexis Martinez. Chopin Theater, 1543 W. Divi-
sion St., in collaboration with Contexture TV, 
will present a fundraiser for the documentary 
on Tuesday, Oct., 7-10 p.m. The evening will 
be hosted by teacher and visual artist Nic 
Kay, with Owen Daniel-McCarter, attorney and 
founder of the Transformative Justice Law Proj-
ect in Chicago, co-hosting. The event will con-
sist of a reception, concept trailer, 10-minute 
stage presentation, and words from both Mar-
tinez and a representative from Project Fierce 
Chicago. www.AlexisDoc.splashthat.com 

—We’re into the second week of the Chicago 
international film festival, which is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary with a plethora of 

screenings at the AMC River East, 322 E. Illinois 
St. There are three more queer-themed films in 
the lineup to anticipate, which are: The Third 
One (an Argentinian film) which is a sexually 
explicit exploration of a gay male three-way 
that perhaps leads to more (screening 10/15, 
18, 20). There are also Futuro Beach (from Bra-
zil/Germany), which centers on a heated ro-
mance between a lifeguard and an ex-soldier 
(screening 10/19, 21); and Summer (from the 
Netherlands), in which a small-town girl falls 
hard for a leather-clad biker chick (screening 
10/19, 21, 22). Closing-night feature Wild—
from Dallas Buyer’s Club director Jean-Marc 
Valle and which stars Reese Witherspoon—has 
drawn plenty of awards buzz and is also worthy 
of attention (screening 10/23). Complete sec-
ond week titles, times, and advance tickets at 
www.chicagofilmfestival.com 

now available: The Best of Knight at the 
Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book of 
more than 150 of my film reviews from a queer 
perspective for Windy City Times—is now avail-
able. www.knightatthemovies.com

Luke evans in dracula Untold. Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

‘The Laramie 
Project’ at NU 
Oct. 24-Nov. 2
 The Laramie Project, a chronicle of the life 
of a Wyoming town following the 1998 kid-
napping and murder of gay college student 
Matthew Shepard, will be staged at North-
western University Oct. 24-Nov. 2.
 The production, which Moises Kaufman and 
the members of the Tectonic Theater Project 
wrote, will launch the Virginia Wadsworth 
Wirtz Center for the Performing Arts’ 34th 
mainstage season on the University’s Evan-
ston campus.
 The Laramie Project production perfor-
mances will take place at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday; and 2 p.m. at the 
Ethel M. Barber Theater, 30 Arts Circle Dr., on 
the University’s Evanston campus.
 Tickets for the Wirtz Center’s “The Laramie 
Project” are $25 for general public; $22 for 
seniors over 62 and Northwestern faculty and 
staff and educators; and $10 for full-time 
students with valid IDs (at the door) or $5 
tickets exclusively for full-time Northwestern 
students on advance purchase. Phone 847-
491-7282, visit www.wirtz.northwestern.edu 
or email wirtz@northwestern.edu.

Jim Brickman at
Aurora on Oct. 18

Adult-contemporary artist Jim Brickman 
will take “The Platinum Tour: Celebrating 
20 Years” on Saturday, Oct. 18, at the Para-
mount Theatre, 23 E. Galena Blvd., in Aurora.

Tickets are $55-$65; visit ParamountAu-
rora.com, call 630-896-6666 or stop by the 
Paramount Theatre box office.

McComas, Kuper 
and Patrick 
Kennedy Oct. 21 

On Tuesday, Oct. 21, at 7 p.m, Evanston 
venue 27 Live, 1012-14 Church St., will 
host Paul McComas performance-partner, 
local singer/songwriter Maya Kuper for UN-
PLUGGED, a benefit performance that alter-
nates scenes and songs to raise funds and 
awareness for survivors of sexual assault and 
mental illness. 

The protagonist of UNPLUGGED, Dayna 
Clay (played and sung by Kuper), is an out 
bisexual woman.

Former U.S. Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy (D-
Rhode Island) will speak on behalf of his 
mental-health advocacy nonprofit, One Mind.

Visit http://27live.com/, www.OneMind.
org and www.rainn.org. 

By Conor McPherson 
DirecteD By henry WishCaMPer

now play i ng!
tickets start at $20 

steppenwolf.org  |  312-335-1650

Corporate Production Sponsor

“Raw and beautiful.” 
– Chicago Tribune

“Highly recommended.  
A blazing Chicago premiere.” 

– Chicago Sun-Times

“Subtle but laugh- 
out-loud comedy.” 

– Newcity

“Exquisite production.” 
– Irish American News

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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By ROSS fORMan

Two years ago, Brandon Byxbe was the line 
cook at The Flipside Café, one of three working 
at the small, seasonal, restaurant along North 
Damen Avenue. When the two others planned 
to take a week-long vacation, the plan was 
to close for the period—until Byxbe said he’d 
keep the restaurant open and run things.
 Sure, no problem, he was told.
 Byxbe (pronounced BIX-BEE) took the oppor-
tunity to deviate from the menu; he wanted to 

offer kale burgers, which he had been making 
at home.
 Sure, go for it, he was told.
 And sure enough, they sold out and were 
very well received by the customers.
 Byxbe found his niche.
 Byxbe, 32, has lived and worked in Chicago 
for about six years. He hails from Madison 
Heights, Michigan, and also has spent time liv-
ing in Denver. He is the chef and owner of The 
Amazing Kale Burger, which has been a regu-
lar around town at select farmer’s markets and 

a few small grocers and restaurants, such as 
Peckish Pig and Towbar, among others.
 This fall, he’s going big-time, with a brick-
and-mortar restaurant on Howard St. The plan 
is to open in November and he’s personally do-
ing all of the construction in the former Sweet 
Nick’s Caribbean restaurant.
 “I knew it was time,” to open a restaurant 
to offer the kale burgers, said Byxbe who, for 
three years, cooked at Green Spirit, a meal-
plan service, focused on healthy eating. He 
first offered his home-made kale burger there. 
 Byxbe’s kale burger is about 150 calories 
with 8 grams of protein, he said.
 He has multiple sauces to flavor the burgers, 
with catchy names for the sandwiches.
 Byxbe’s open-kitchen-style restaurant will 
have seating for about 15.
 “It’s a ton of work [renovating], but this is a 

dream come true,” he said.
 Byxbe said he is nervous, very nervous—but 
in a good way. “I really think it’s going to be 
busy,” he said. “I’m not nervous that it’s going 
to be a failure; I’m almost scared that there’s 
going to be a line [to get in].”
 The gluten-free burgers will be served on a 
home-made whole wheat bun, or on a lettuce 
wrap. No fries, or anything fried, will be of-
fered. But it will come with a small side of lo-
cally grown vegetables.
 There will be four employees, including Byx-
be, and all fall under the LGBT rainbow.
 Byxbe said he is proud to open a trans-owned 
restaurant—and is planning to hang “an ob-
noxious sign [stating it is] an ‘Every Gender 
bathroom,’” he said.

WeeKly dininG Guide in 
theDISH

trans man to open rogers park restaurant

turn to page 20

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT 
AVAILABLE 
Rent an administration assistant! 20 years 
experience. Fluent in Microsoft Office, experienced 
in everything from filing and answering phones to 
planning meetings, presentations, conventions, 
vendor markets, newsletters, e-blasts. Let me 
help you impress! Marc Peurye, 773-529-5950, 
mpeurye@aol.com (10/22/14-4)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTnUT CLeaninG SeRviCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

HELP WANTED
ReTaiL BRidaL SaLeS HOUSe Of BRideS CURRenTLy 
HaS fULL and PaRT-TiMe POSiTiOnS available for 
Retail Bridal Sales Consultants at House of Brides Cou-
ture in Chicago. Earn $12 - $16 salary plus commission 
in the exciting and fast-paced bridal industry! Plus, 
enjoy bonus programs and benefits! Job Description: 
Retail Bridal Sales Consultants assist customers with 
the selection and purchase of wedding and special 
event apparel. Qualifications: 1. Must be assertive. 2. 
Excellent communication skills. 3. General computer 
knowledge. 4. Organized individual able to multi-task 
in busy environment. 5. Retail experience preferred. 
House of Brides is a smoke-free company. Smokers 
need not apply. apply in-person with a recent pho-
tograph and resume. House of Brides Couture 730 
north franklin Street, Suite 300. (10/22/14-2)

ReTaiL BRidaL SaLeS ManaGeR House of Brides cur-
rently has a position open for Retail Bridal Sales Man-
ager. The Retail Bridal Sales Manager is responsible for 
ensuring a positive shopping experience for custom-
ers and the profitability of the salon. This includes 
the areas of: Sales Performance, Customer Relations, 
Administrative Duties, Store Presentation, Interview-
ing and Training. Qualifications 1. 2 or more years in 
management are required. Retail experience preferred. 
2. Exceptional customer service and sales generation 
skills. 3. Excellent verbal and written communication 
skills. 4. Computer literate. 5. Assertive, enthusiastic 
and organized individual able to multi-task in busy 
environment. Compensation & Benefits 1. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. 2. Full benefits package. 
House of Brides is a smoke-free company. Smokers 
need not apply. all qualified applicants are wel-
come. apply in person with a recent photograph 
and resume. House of Brides Couture 730 north 
franklin Street, Suite 300. (10/22/14-2)

Wine STORe PT SaLeS Wine store opening in East 
Lakeview is looking for an experienced PT (24-32 
hours) Sales Associate. Requirements: Substantial 
wine knowledge (preferably including food and pair-
ings); 3 years in retail and/or food service industry; 
outstanding customer service skills; excellent verbal 
and written communication; enthusiasm for shar-
ing your knowledge with customers; ability to work 
nights, weekends and holidays; understanding of so-
cial media role in sales; ability to lift a case of wine. 

We are an independently owned new business so you 
must be flexible and willing to go the extra mile. We 
offer a competitive wage, employee discounts and a 
positive work environment. Please email your re-
sume to jobs@stellarwinecompany.com. no phone 
calls please. eOe (10/15/14-2)

HOME IMPROVEMENT & PAINTING
MaKe yOUR HOMe LOOK faBULOUS! Fix-up your home 
before the holiday season.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com   (10/14/15-56)

Gay OWned and OPeRaTed fOR OveR 35 yeaRS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

inTeRiOR PainTinG and deCORaTinG. Now that Fall 
is here its time to clean up with some fresh colors. 
Give me a call and i’ll stop by for a free estimate. 
847-414-3422 (11/26/14-8)

LEGAL SERVICES

PaTHWayS iMMiGRaTiOn LaW LLP. Amy Stern & Bren-
da Treml, Attorneys & Co-founders. Amy and Brenda 
are former officers for USCIS (formerly INS) with over 
20 years combined experience in immigration law.  
Their mission is to be the strongest advocates to gain 
the best possible results for your immigration case.  
They are also committed to relieving the stress sur-
rounding the immigration process by communicat-
ing openly, honestly, respectfully, and compassion-
ately. www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / info@
pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / (312)-626-1880 
(11/26/14-13)

MASSAGE
fiRST-CLaSS aSian MaLe MaSSeUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

MEDIATION SERVICES
McdOnOUGH MaRiTaL MediaTiOn SeRviCeS Di-
vorce, per-nuptial, parenting, EEO, and workplace. 
Thirty years experience mediating – personal, work-
place, and federal. Telephone conferencing available. 
Call virginia 630.355.7055 or McdonoughMedia-
tion@gmail.com. www.McdonoughMediation.com 
(10/14/15-52)

SPIRITUALITY

WEDDING SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WOndeRinG WHaT TO dO WiTH THOSe WindOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (12/10/14-13)

Gay OWned and OPeRaTed fOR OveR 35 yeaRS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HOM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

2Bed/1BaTH MOdeRn W/vinTaGe CHaRM 3606 N. 
Pine Grove: $1750/Mth or $1700/2yr Unique top floor 
unit in secure courtyard building. Large equal sized 
bedrooms, new kitchen w/stainless GE appliances, fin-
ished concrete floors, walk-in closet, Laundry in build-
ing, Rooftop deck. Rent incl. heat, gas, and basic 
cable. email for pictures. avail immediately Larisa 
(312) 371-2848 larisae1@gmail.com (10/8/14-2)

SOnO eaST LUx LivinG 15th Floor Luxury Highrise; 
2b/2b; Located in the heart of the hottest shopping. 
North & Clybourn Redline/8 Bus. Lake views and full 
skyline, floor to ceiling windows. 24 Hour doorman; 
club sono--pool, hot tub, firepit, outdoor living space, 
hardwood floors; granite; dogs welcome- pet park on 
property; business center; fitness center; patio; in 
unit laundry. $3225. Call/text Lauren @ 773-391-
2412 for pictures/showing. www.sonoeast.com 
(10/15/14-2)
  
COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE
2,000-3,000 SQ fT in edGeWaTeR On BUSy BRyn 
MaWR, walking distance to L, Outer Drive express 
bus, beach, park. Ideal for retail/office. High visibil-
ity, heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic in densely 
populated neighborhood with community feel. Family 
owned building. (773) 443-4945  (10/8/14-4)

REAL ESTATE

Stunning, dramatic and architecturally 
unique, ultra bright home on one of the most 
beautiful blocks in Lincoln Park. Beautifully 
appointed throughout featuring high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, 3 woodburning fireplaces, 
grand entrance hall, formal separate 
living/dining, and eat-in chef’s kitchen. 3 
bedrooms on top floor; luxurious master 
suite with large walk-in/marble bath. Family 
room, rec room, yard, and a beautiful deck 
above the 2 car garage.          

Offered at $1,885,000

NATASHA MOTEV
Chicago Luxury Realtor®

312.475.4200 direct
nmotev@koenigrubloff.com 
NatashaMotev.com

Exclusively listed by



By SaRaH TOCe

MTV and Logo TV have joined forces to simul-
taneously premiere Laverne Cox Presents: The T 
Word on Oct. 17. The 60-minute documentary 
highlights seven transgender youths from vary-
ing walks of life with one of the world’s most 
famous trans icons in the center of it all—Or-
ange is the New Black’s Laverne Cox. 

The Emmy-nominated actress recently made 
history when she became the first transgender 
person to grace the cover of TIME magazine 
on May 29, 2014. Spinning her newfound fame 
into affecting policy change and acceptance, 
Cox has stepped into the role of a lifetime with 
her upcoming special where she serves as ex-
ecutive producer.

Joining Cox in the documentary is co-host 
Su-chin Pak. The pair will conduct a post-show 
livestream where they’ll discuss more about the 
issues people in the transgender community 
face, as well as answer questions from a live 
audience.

“I believe this group of seven young people 
from the ages of 12 to 24 is so amazing and 
courageous. In this world it is still a big deal 
to come forward publicly and say that you’re 
trans. You open yourself up to all kinds of dis-
crimination, potential violence, stigma, and 
for these young people to come forward on 
national television and say, ‘This is who I am’ 
and to tell their story so openly and, truthfully, 
I think they should be applauded,” said Cox. 

She added, “I love every single one of them, 
and I hope that this documentary can be a 
critical intervention in terms of how we think 
about trans people, especially trans young peo-
ple in this country, and really just humanize 
them. At the end of the day, I think it’s hard to 
look at this group of young people and think 
that they should be denied anything in terms 
of equality and in terms of having full access to 
things everyone should enjoy in this country.”

Cox said her main goal with the documentary 
was to educate viewers by sharing personal 
stories.

“We have a little Trans 101 at the beginning 
in terms of terminology. Part of it is we have to 
educate people a little bit, because there [are] 
a lot of folks who still don’t understand what it 
means to be trans. But I think at the end of the 
day when we tell our stories and we’re truth-
ful about our stories, that is how we connect 
as human beings. And so I’m really interested 
in connecting this group of young people with 
the audiences that’ll be watching the show,” 
Cox shared. “

Hopefully through that connection then we 
can begin to break down the misconceptions 
that people might have about people who are 
transgender. Those are really my goals, and 
really to just also diversify the visions that 
people might have of who transgender people 
are. We’re not a monolithic group of folks, we’re 
really diverse, and I think this group of young 
people represents some of that diversity—not 
all, but some.”

Not only did Cox teach others through dis-
tributing Laverne Cox Presents: The T Word, she 
also learned quite a bit herself.

“I’m just blown away by how resilient [these 
young people are]. I’ve had a pretty challeng-
ing life. And then I think about the group of 
young people that we profile and how chal-
lenging—like what Daniella has been through, 
for example, some of the things that she’s been 
through. I’m not sure I can go through what 
she’s gone through and come out the other 
side so empowered and so enthusiastic about 
changing the world around me,” she said.

Gracing the cover of TIME magazine certainly 
catapulted Cox to the mainstream in a hurry. 
How she decides to utilize her power position 
next will shape the future of her career. What 
is most important to the Orange is the New 

Black star?
“Well I am the executive producer of Laverne 

Cox Presents: The T-Word. And for me, I’m 
interested in having a say in how to tell our 
stories differently. I think most trans folks are 
familiar with how trans folks have been rep-
resented in mainstream media [in the past]; 
the focus has been on transition and surgery 
and body. And I’m interested in changing that 
conversation,” Cox said. “I think hopefully the 
T-Word will be a critical intervention in chang-
ing the conversations in terms of how we talk 
with and about trans people…I see my role as 
trying to elevate other people’s stories as much 
as possible and giving other people a platform 
to tell their stories so that hopefully we can be 
moving toward a culture that is more just when 
it comes to trans folks and more just when it 
comes to people who are at intersections of 
various marginalized identities.”

Before Cox, there was another transgender 
icon for the younger generation—Dirty, Sexy, 
Money actress Candis Cayne. Still, Cayne’s 
popularity never quite reached the pinnacle of 
what Cox is currently experiencing.

“I’ve said many times that I would not be 
here if it were not for Candis Cayne. Candis 
Cayne has been a huge inspiration to me. Can-
dis Cayne’s work on Dirty, Sexy, Money and that 
historic moment for me made me believe it was 
possible for me to have a career as an actor, 
so I wouldn’t be here without Candis Cayne. 
So one thing leads to the next, I think these 
things could have happened incrementally,” 
she said. “Honestly I feel like—I’m on a re-
ally great show that’s insanely popular. And 
people’s love for Orange Is the New Black is so 
intense [and our fans] love the show so much 
that I just got really lucky that I am on this 
show that people love so much.”

Orange is the New Black absolutely changed 
Cox’s life and trajectory in the public eye. It 
also changed the course of Internet television.

“I actually feel like there’s something else 
going on, too, culturally in terms of trans folks 
and the Internet. I think when Dirty, Sexy, 
Money hit seven years ago, the Internet was 
obviously a thing, but because Orange is an 
Internet show and the Internet has sort of 
exploded with Twitter and Facebook in a dif-
ferent way than was happening in 2007, that 
has given the trans community a platform to 
really say ‘This is who we are; this is what we 
want,’ and so we just have more of a voice as a 
community. The support that I’ve gotten from 
the community has reverberated in a different 
way,” Cox said. 

Cox even used popular social media interface 
MySpace at the time to vent about Cayne’s de-
mise on Dirty, Sexy, Money.

“I remember we were supporting Candis 
hardcore. I know I was, just writing about it, 
talking about. This was on MySpace, I actually 
wrote a piece called “In Memoriam” when Can-
dis’ character Carmelita was killed off on Dirty, 
Sexy, Money. So, this is where things are dif-
ferent when we think about where Dirty, Sexy, 
Money was and where we are now. Facebook 
wasn’t even a thing.”

The youth are highlighted as a large part of 
the trans movement in Laverne Cox Presents: 
The T Word. The result was purposeful.

“I think young people tend to be more op-
timistic and politically active and activated. I 
think there’s just something, there’s a sense of 
hope that young people often have that maybe 
when people get older they become more and 
more jaded and a little more cynical about the 
world around them. There is this hope that I 
think every single young person who has par-
ticipated in this show, in this special, believes 
that they can change the world around them,” 
she said, tearing up. “I actually just got really 
emotional. I really do believe that every young 
person who’s involved in this project believes 

that they can change the world around them. 
And I think that it is incumbent upon all of 
us to not disappoint them; to not allow the 
world around them to stay the same, where we 
are treating each other in ways that are just 
reprehensible, that we continue to have sys-
tems in place that disadvantage certain people 
when there’s young people who have this insis-
tence of hope, who put themselves on the line 
in a really intense way by going on national 
television, we should live up to the hope that 
they have and try to make this world better 
for them.”

In a message consistent with Kinky Boots on 
Broadway, the takeaway in Cox’s special is real-
ly that we are all the same, regardless of labels.

“I’m consistently struck that a lot of folks 
who are in the LGBTQ community don’t under-
stand trans people, don’t feel that trans people 
should be included in our overall movement, 
don’t value trans voices. I mean it’s pretty 
shocking. I would hope that people who are 
not trans in the LGBTQ community will just see 
our humanity and see and understand that we 
are who we say we are and we should be treat-
ed in ways that are consistent with that,” she 
said. “I mean, obviously we still live in a sex-
ist society; we still live in a racist society, so 
those things need to be changed as well, they 
need to be addressed, because people live at 
intersections of multiple identities. At the end 
of the day, I hope [the audience] sees us as 
who we are and not as who they want us to be. 
And I think that goes for LGBT people and for 
not LGBT folks as well; that we are who we say 
we are and we should exist on our own terms, 
not terms that you want to place onto us.”

Cox has been vocal in the media about her 
violent upbringing and coming to terms with 
her identity. Working with the youth in Laverne 
Cox Presents: The T Word was enlightening for 
the star.

“Wow, well I was in middle school. Jesus 
Christ, wow. I was not living as myself. I was 
pushing down every single feeling about be-
ing a girl that I could. And I was in a lot of 
denial. It’s well-documented that I was a year 
out of a suicide attempt when I was 12—so 
I tried to kill myself at 11 years old. I was 
a good student. I was a straight-A student. I 
was vice president of student council. I was 
an overachiever, but I was not myself. And I 
was in a lot of pain, actually. I was in a tre-
mendous amount of pain. I think when I look 
at [12-year-old] Zoey [in the documentary], I 
get—it makes me really emotional, because I 
just wonder. I think things happen for a rea-

son, but I just think I’m so happy that her 
mother Ophelia—and I got to meet her mom 
and her sister, and the support that she has is 
so unbelievable,” Cox said. 

The same support that eluded Cox as a child 
seemed to lift Zoey up in the documentary.

“There was just no space for me when I was 
that age in Alabama with where I was from and 
what I knew and what my parents knew, for 
me to really take the steps to be who I am at 
that age. And it just makes me so happy that 
she has that and that other trans people at 
that age have that. I was just in a lot of pain 
that I didn’t know what to do with and how to 
deal with and I was really confused. And even 
though I was an overachiever I wasn’t happy. I 
wasn’t happy,” Cox said.

Nowadays, things are heading in an upward 
spiral emotionally for Cox. Her mother, Gloria, 
accompanied her to the GLAAD Media Awards 
earlier this year and has shown incredible sup-
port for her daughter publicly.

“On my mother’s first national television in-
terview at the GLAAD Awards earlier this year, 
Access Hollywood interviewed her and they 
asked her, ‘What would you say to parents out 
there who maybe they have a trans child and 
are struggling with these issues?’ And what my 
mother said—so brilliant, I didn’t tell her to 
say this—my mother said, ‘Listen to your chil-
dren. Listen to your children.’ And I think that 
that hopefully will be what inspires—what will 
be the takeaway for parents is to listen to their 
children about who they know they are and 
let them take the lead when it’s appropriate. I 
mean, children are still children, but listen to 
them and respect their voices.”

To become part of the solution is what Cox 
has vowed to achieve—and she expects others 
to do the same. In fact, she demands it.

“I can’t help but think of what my sister 
Lourdes Ashley Hunter said in a recent speech. 
It was at the Islan Nettles Call to Action a 
month or so ago. She said that if you are at 
an LGBT organization and there are no trans 
people of color on the board in leadership po-
sitions you are part of the problem,” Cox said. 
“And I thought that was a bold statement, I 
thought that was a powerful statement, but I 
think that at the end of the day we need people 
of color, and particularly trans people of color, 
not only with seats at the table, but seats that 
are in positions of power where they’re making 
decisions about where our movement should 
be going. And sometimes it isn’t always about 
LGBT organizations, it’s about having a voice in 
the media when you can and—what I’m trying 
to do is give these young people a space to 
tell their own stories in their own terms; set 
the terms of what they want to talk about. And 
they will take this and do what they will with 
it, and I think that’s what we should be doing 
as a community.”

Just being there isn’t enough either, she 
said.

“If you are a trans person or a trans person of 
color at these organizations, just to be there; 
that it’s important to have an oppositional 
world view that is really about looking through 
an intersectional lens and understanding that 
the social justice is not just about marriage 
equality, it’s also about ending stop-and-frisks, 
it’s also about ending the profiling of people of 
color, who are also LGBT and often trans wom-
en,” Cox said. “So the agenda is really broad—
ending mass-incarceration—so these are the 
things that we should be talking about as an 
LGBTQ community as well as marriage, as well 
as non-discrimination laws. All of these things 
are important, because when people exist in 
the intersections of multiple identities they’re 
being affected by a lot of different things.”

Laverne Cox Presents: The T Word airs on 
friday, Oct. 17, on MTv. find out more in-
formation at http://www.mtv.com/shows/
laverne-cox-presents-the-t-word. 

in addition, Cox, dustin Lance Black and 
Jason Collins will be at Chicago’s House’s 
6th annual speaker series Wed., Oct. 15, 
at the Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan ave. 
See www.chicagohouse.org or call 773-248-
5200, ext. 209.
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Laverne Cox spills the 
tea about ‘The T Word’

Laverne Cox. Photo by Melissa Hamburg
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Wed., Oct. 15
american Women Rebuilding france 

1917-1924 Documents the work of 
hundreds of American women who left 
comfortable lives in the US to volunteer 
humanitarian service in France during and 
after the WWII. Through Saturday, Jan. 3, 
2015  12:00pm   Newberry Library  60 W 
Walton St Chicago  http://www.newberry.
org/09172014-american-women-rebuild-
ing-france-1917-1924

429 inspired Chicago The release of the 
Fall issue of FourTwoNine magazine. Tito’s 
hand crafted cocktails, music, and an 
inspirational conversation with Jay Mi-
chael. $25. RSVP online  6:00pm - 8:00pm   
Luminaire, 301 W. Superior, Chicago  
https://dot429.com/events/429inspired-
chicago--6/rsvp

Laughs in the Lounge: October Showcase 
Comedy showcase hosted by Marla Depew 
and featuring Somer Austin, Cody Melcher, 
Kenny Metroff, Joseph William Reese, Katy 
Lorraine Sellers and Alexandra Tsarpalas.   
9:00pm - 11:00pm   Rogers Park Social  
6920 N. Glenwood Ave. Chicago  http://
www.rogersparksocial.com

PfLaG Chicago Monthly Meeting Parents, 
Family members, Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) has support groups and 
educational speakers and does advocacy. 
All are welcome. Monthly on the third 
Wednesday. Call or e-mail pflagmetro-
chicagosouthside@pflagillinois.org or 
contact Keith McCoy at kmccoy@windyci-
tyblackpride.org or Peter Ji at pjiman1@
hotmail.com.   11:00pm - 1:00pm   Affini-
ty Community Services  5650 S. Woodlawn 
Ave Garden Level Chicago  630-415-0622  
http://pflagillinois.org

Jason Collins, Laverne Cox, dustin Lance 
Black Chicago House speaker series 6th 
anniversary speaker series luncheon  
11:30pm - 2:00pm   Chicago Hilton and 
Towers  720 S Michigan Ave Chicago  773-
248-5200 X 209  http://www.chicago-
house.org

Thursday, Oct. 16 
Complimentary Laundry day Current of 

Tampa Bay, Inc. hosts a Laundry Project 
for low-income families, providing the 

necessary items needed to wash clothes. 
Donations welcome. Jason@EngageTh-
eCurrent.org  3:00pm - 7:00pm   Wash & 
Relax Laundry, 1153 W 69th St., Chicago  
727-537-9082  http://www.LaundrybyCur-
rent.org

Chicago Cornerstone Society Reception 
Point Foundation is the nation’s largest 
scholarship-granting organization for LG-
BTQ students of merit. Hear the extraordi-
nary stories of oint Scholars and Alumni 
while enjoying cocktails and appetizers.  
6:00pm - 8:00pm   Grand Foyer, Plante Mo-
ran 10 S. Riverside Plaza, Chicago  http://
www.pointfoundation.org/Chicago2014

Bookends & Beginnings Celebrate LGBT 
History Month. John D’Emilio, author In a 
New Century: Essays on Queer History, Pol-
itics, and Community Life; Mary Morten, 
director Miss Gay Black America: The Terri 
Livingston Story; Tracy Baim and Owen 
Keehnen, co-authors of Vernita Gray: From 
Woodstock to the White House and of 
multiple Chicago LGBT history books. Plus 
a special presentation from Victor Salvo 
of The Legacy Project. 6:00pm - 7:30pm   
Bookends & Beginnings, 1712 Sherman 
Ave., Evanston  224-999-7722  http://
www.facebook.com/bookendsbeginnings

50 years in Leather - Peter fiske at the 
La&M Leatherman Peter Fiske shares to-
ries and experiences from 50+ years of 
Leather. Jakob VanLammeren, LA&M Ar-
chivist and Collections Librarian, will host 
an intimate evening of laughter, love and 
Leather. 18+. Free.  7:30pm   Leather Ar-
chives & Museum  6418 N Greenview Ave 
Chicago  http://www.leatherarchives.org

fortune feimster Stand up comedian is a 
full-time writer and regular roundtable 
panelist for Chelsea Lately  10:30pm   Za-
nies Comedy Clubs, Chicago  http://www.
fortunefeimster.com

Friday, Oct. 17
College of duPage Pride alliance Speaker 

Series Matthew Lonski, case worker at 
360 Youth Services: Trans 101 Workshop  
12:00pm - 1:00pm   BIC 3245, 425 Fawell 
Blvd., College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn  
http://www.facebook.com/CODPrideAl-
liance

northwestern University Gay and Lesbian 
alumni (nUGaLa) 19th annual Homecom-
ing Party. Celebrate expansion of the LGBT 
Resource Center in Norris and our fourth 
scholarship recipient. After party contin-
ues at Sidetrack. $20 NUGALA Members 
$30 Non-members   7:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  https://
our.northwestern.edu/events/2830

Witches among Us New American Folk 
Theatre presents the new musical by Rick 
Karlin & Scott Free. Friday nights through 
Nov. 7  7:30pm   The Call (Chicago)  
1547 W Bryn Mawr Chicago  http://www.
newamericanfolktheatre.org/#!season-of-
the-witch/c4uz

Or Chadash Shabbat Service with the Chi-
cagoland synagogue serving LGBT Jews, 
their families, friends and loved ones. 
Membership is open to everyone.  8:00pm   
Congregation Or Chadash at Emanuel Con-
gregation  5959 N Sheridan Rd Chicago  
http://OrChadash.org

Saturday, Oct. 18
CMSa Capture The flag One-day tourna-

ment, outdoor game where two teams of 
12-15 players capture their opponent’s 
flag. $10 per player. capturetheflag@chi-
cagomsa.org  11:00am - 2:00pm   Cricket 
Hill  http://chicagomsa.leagueapps.com/
leagues/other/39927-2014-capture-the-
flag

Legacy Walk dedication Phase: Part 2 
Open bar and hors d’eourves, silent auc-
tion of art and more.   3:00pm - 6:00pm   
Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chica-
go  http://www.legacyprojectchicago.
org/2014_Dedication_Tickets.html

national Center for Lesbian Rights bene-
fit Hosted by Chicago-area lesbian philan-
thropist Sarah Schmidt, the program will 
update guests on NCLR’s work. Questions 
to Development Events Manager Dani Sira-
gusa at Events@NCLRights.org   5:00pm - 
7:00pm   Contact organizer for location in 
Wilmette  415-365-1309  http://support.
nclrights.org/site/Calendar .

Superheroines: The new future of Com-
ics The alternative comics community ex-
plores experimental modes of expression 
like human-scale graphic novels, perfor-
mative puppets, and unselfconscious per-
sonal narratives. Through Nov. 9.  6:00pm 
- 10:00pm   Werkspace, 2556 W. Chicago 
Ave., Chicago  http://werkspacechicago.
com/superheroines-the-new-future-of-
comics/

Tales of a Stage 4 Cancer GayCo ensemble 
members Judy Fabjance and Kelly Beeman 
star in their new one woman plus one 
woman comedy show about their cancer 
journey.. Through Oct. 18  7:30pm   Don-

ny’s Skybox Theatre  1608 N Wells St 4th 
Flr Chicago  http://www.gayco.com

Wanda Sykes Out lesbian comic, among En-
tertainment Weekly’s 25 Funniest People 
in America  8:00pm   The Chicago The-
atre (Chicago)  175 N State St Chicago  
http://www.thechicagotheatre.com/
events/2014/october/wanda-sykes-at-
the-chicago-theatre.html

Jim Brickman: The Platinum Tour “Cel-
ebrating 20 Years” Grammy nominee Jim 
Brickman and special guests Anne Cochran 
and Tracy Silverman present an evening of 
emotion, intimacy, warmth and humor, 
fused with Brickman’s hits like “Valen-
tine,” “Rocket to the Moon,” “Love of My 
Life” and “If You Believe.”  8:00pm   Para-
mount Theatre  23 E Galena Blvd Aurora, 
IL 60506  Tickets: http://ParamountAu-
rora.com

Sunday, Oct. 19
Pride films and Plays: The Submission 

About a family in the projects. Winner 
of the 2011 Laurent’s/Hatcher Award and 
the Outer Circle’s John Gassner Award for 
Best New Play in 2012. Sundays at 7pm 
and Mondays and Tuesdays at 7:30pm. 
Through Nov. 25.  7:00pm   Apollo The-
ater Studio  2540 N. Lincoln Ave. Chicago  
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com

SCReaM!: LGBTQ night at fear City 
Haunted House As if you need a reason 

to dress up! Start celebrating Halloween 
with the Chicago area’s most exciting 
haunted house attraction. Use the $3 off 
promo code LGBTQ1. See the website for 
full schedule, tickets and info.  7:00pm - 
11:00pm   Fear City, 8240 N. Austin Ave., 
Morton Grove, IL  http://www.fearcitychi-
cago.com

Sinead O’Connor Sunday, Monday and 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 20 & 22. $75, $95, 
$115. 6pm doors.  8:00pm   City Winery 
Chicago  1200 W Randolph St Chicago  
http://www.citywinery.com

Monday, Oct. 20
Hate Crimes Summit Hosted by the City of 

Chicago Commission on Human Relations, 
along with other agencies. To apply of a 
poster presentation, submit a one-page 
abstract of your proposal presentation to 
Dr. Paul Schewe at schewepa@uic.edu.   
8:00am - 3:00pm   University of Illinois at 
Chicago Student Center East, 750 S. Hal-
sted, Chicago  http://genderandsexuality.
uic.edu/events/hate-crimes-summit/ 

Personal PAC 25th Anniversary Annual Lun-
cheon “The Personal is Political. The Po-
litical is Personal.” Speaker: Valerie Plame. 
Honoring Anat Hoffman, founding member 
of Israel’s Women of the Wall. More in-
formation to come.   11:00am   Chicago 
Hilton and Towers  720 S Michigan Ave 
Chicago  312-422-0005  Tickets: http://
personalpac.org

Tuesday, Oct. 21
Unplugged Charity Benefit Show featuring 

Paul McComas and Maya Kuper. Scenes 
and songs to raise funds and awareness 
for survivors of sexual assault and mental 
illness. Former Cong. Patrick J. Kennedy 
(D-RI) to speak on behalf of his mental-
health-advocacy nonprofit, One Mind. 
$10.  7:00pm   27 Live  1012 Church St 
Evanston, IL 60201  http://www.ticketfly.
com/event/699489-unplugged-evanston/

Wed., Oct. 22
Work! Chicago, an LGBTQ youth job fair 

All members of the community can at-
tend, with a special focus on LGBTQ youth 
and the transgender community.Spon-
sored by Windy City Times, Chicago House 
TransWorks, TransTech and the Center on 
Halsted. Booths are $75 for businesses 
and $50 for non-profits. For an applica-
tion, email editor@windycitymediagroup.
com. Deadline for booth signup is Oct. 5.  
12:00pm - 4:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  chicagosummit.
lgbthomelessness.com/

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of

CALENDAR

SYKES TO WATCH 
OUT FOR

Lesbian comic Wanda Sykes 
will be at The Chicago 
Theatre, 175 n. State St.
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Saturday, Oct. 18

 “The restaurant definitely will be queer-
friendly, very open and friendly; you can be 
yourself when you come here,” he said.
 Byxbe said being trans has dramatically 
impacted his business, his dreams. “Since I 
changed my name, I have zero credit history,” 
he said.
 So, for instance, the cash he made on a Sun-
day selling kale burgers and more at a farmer’s 
market, those funds are spent for renovation 
needs at Home Depot.
 Byxbe transitioned at age 28.
 “I met a trans person and was like, ‘Holy shit, 

no wonder I’ve been so depressed my whole 
life,’ because I had no idea what transgen-
der meant while growing up,” he said. “Three 
months after finding out about transgender,” 
he started his transition.
 And today, he is “happier than I’ve ever 
been, super stoked.”
 Byxbe is looking to raise funds through 
Kickstarter for a 40-gallon steam kettle and a 
commercial convection. He was hoping to raise 
$5,000 by Oct. 14—and matched his goal Oct. 
7. “I am the luckiest kid ever,” he said.
 To still donate, go to https://www.kick-
starter.com/profile/1024813986.

dish from page 18

Brandon Byxbe of The amazing Kale Buger. Photo by Ross forman 

‘World of Chocolate’ 
Dec. 4 at Union Station

The 13th annual World of Chocolate will 
take place Thursday, Dec. 4, 5-9 p.m., at 
Chicago Union Station, 500 W. Jackson 
Blvd. 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago hosts this 
one-of-a-kind gala to commemorate World 
AIDS Day and celebrate the progress the 
HIV/AIDS community has made in ending 
the epidemic.

 Celebrity judges will crown the night’s best 
creations. Attendees will also be treated to a 
light buffet, specialty cocktails, a raffle and 
punchboard with lavish prizes and music.

Funds raised through World of Chocolate 
support AFC’s policy, public education and 
community-care programs.

Tickets and packages are $125-$1,500; call 
312-334-0935 or visit http://www.aidschi-
cago.org/chocolate/.

Menzel holiday 
album out

Tony Award-winning singer/actor Idina 
Menzel released a Christmas album, Holiday 
Wishes, on Tuesday, Oct. 14, on Warner Bros. 
Records. 

Grammy Award-winner Walter Afanasieff 

(Barbra Streisand, Celine Dion, Mariah Carey) 
produced the album, which features such 
classic favorites as “A Holly Jolly Christmas” 
and “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas,” 
as well as Joni Mitchell’s Christmas-themed 
“River,” one of Menzel’s favorites.

Menzel was recently heard as Elsa in Dis-
ney’s global box-office smash Frozen, in 
which she sings the film’s Oscar-winning 
song “Let It Go.” She can currently be seen 
on Broadway as Elizabeth in the original pro-
duction If/Then.

Drinks at Robie 
House in October

Friday evenings in October, the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Trust will present October After Hours 
at Robie House.

The Frank Lloyd Wright-designed residence 
will be open 5-8 p.m. Oct. 17 and 24. Robie 
House is located at 5757 S. Woodlawn Ave. 
in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood.

An acoustic jazz combo will perform. Beer, 
white wine and light hors d’oeuvres will be 
served.

Admission is $30 for trust members and 
$35 for non-members. Advance reservations 
are recommended. Visit flwright.org under 
Adult Programs for tickets and further de-
tails.
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“I’ve got my hands on their butts probably 
more than their wives.”—Tom Brady describes 
the unique relationship he has with his team-
mates on the New England Patriots. Well, 
what’s a little pigskin between friends...

It’s nice to know that even in my mid-40s, I 
can still have new experiences. But here’s one 
I didn’t see coming. Last week, someone ad-
mitted to me that I featured prominently in 
a sex dream. Don’t get me wrong; I’m happy 
to be having sex—in real life, or in a dream. 
However, I must confess that I never thought 
that ANYONE would have a sex dream about 
me. What makes it even more unlikely is that 
the person who had the dream was a woman! 

Jennifer Lawrence recently opened up to 
Vanity Fair about the nude photos of her that 
have gone public once her iCloud account was 
compromised. She said, “Just because I’m a 
public figure, just because I’m an actress, does 
not mean that I asked for this. It does not 
mean that it comes with the territory. It’s my 
body, and it should be my choice, and the fact 
that it is not my choice is absolutely disgust-
ing. It is not a scandal. It is a sex crime. It is 
a sexual violation.”

Now, I must confess, I have not looked at the 
nude photos of Miss Lawrence—I barely want 
to see her when she’s clothed! But I am loathe 
to call this a sex crime—particularly after re-
porting how Stephen Collins had a 10-year-old 
girl touch his (semi-erect) penis. If you ask 
me, lumping in nude photos of yourself with 
someone who has been physically violated is 
not only insulting but also ludicrous. I think 
it bears repeating that unlike some celebs who 
are photographed by paparazzi in compromis-
ing positions, Lawrence took these photos her-
self.

Yes, she didn’t choose for them to go wide 
(pardon the pun) but she did, presumably, send 
them to at least one person. The moment that 
happens, they are no longer “your photos.”

Bundled in with the Jennifer Lawrence scan-
dal is news that nude photos also exist of Nick 
Hogan. Admittedly, the market for these pics is 
much more limited, but it hasn’t stopped some 
outlets from referring to Nick as “the first male 
celebrity to be hacked for nude photos.” I take 
issue with the word celebrity, but let’s gloss 
over that. If you want to see the photos, I’ll 
post them on BillyMasters.com.

On the other hand, some people leak nude 
photos (and videos) for their own purposes. 
Take David Girton, who appeared on Big Broth-
er last year. He was the hot surfer dude with 
long blond hair and a rockin’ bod. For some un-
known reason, he’s been sending people nude 
photos of himself. But he didn’t stop there—no 
siree. He’s also leaked some videos where he’s 

seen pleasuring himself. And I must say, they 
are certainly pleasurable. Because I think it’s 
important to share pleasure, you can check ‘em 
out on our website.

In a recently released French autobiography, 
actor Gerard Depardieu reveals that he was a 
child prostitute and had sex with older men 
for money. “I’ve known since I was very young 
that I please homosexuals,” says the actor who 
currently tips the scales at around 400 pounds 
and a couple of years ago peed on the carpet 
of a plane. Yeah, that’s our type. 

Gerard claims to have started in the world’s 
oldest profession when he was just 10 years 
old. (“But I looked 15,” he is quick to add.) He 
was still in the game a decade later, but he was 
bending more than just the rules: “At 20, the 
thug in me was alive and kicking. I would rip 
some of them off. I would beat up some bloke 
and leave with all his money.” Sacre bleu! And 
you wonder why people hate the French.

When I’m proving to be both multilingual 
and cuni-lingual, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. We may not have had room for 
an “Ask Billy” question, but I think we made up 
for it with all the male nudity. But let me prom-
ise you this—you will not find a nude photo 
of Gerard Depardieu on www.BillyMasters.com, 
the site that has standards! Whether I print 
them or not, I’m always happy to answer your 
questions. So feel free to send them along to 
me at Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise 
to get back to you before someone leaks nude 
photos of an actual male celebrity! Until next 
time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Billy says that Jennifer Lawrence’s criminal claims are ludicrous. Photo by Murray Close

Mapplethorpe 
exhibition at IU 
through Nov. 22

“Robert Mapplethorpe: Photographs 
from The Kinsey Institute Collection” will 
go on display Oct. 10 through Nov. 22 at 
Indiana University’s Grunwald Gallery.

With the Grunwald Gallery and The Kin-
sey Institute jointly presenting, the exhi-
bition marks the first time this group of 
photographs has been publicly shown.

On Oct. 10, photo critic Philip Gefter will 
deliver the lecture “Robert Mapplethorpe, 
Sam Wagstaff, and the Gay Sensibility.” 
In addition, on Oct. 24, Andrew Moisey 
will present the gallery talk “Robert Map-
plethorpe: Pleasure and Pain.”

For further information, contact the 
Grunwald Gallery at 812-855-8490 or 
grunwald@indiana.edu.

Hosts: Debbie Fox 
& Tequila Mockingbird

Directed by Jeff Lynch

Hosts: Debbie Fox 
& Tequila Mockingbird

Directed by Jeff Lynch

Thanks to 
our wonderful
sponsors:

7pm VIP Reception 
8pm General Admission

Advance sale from 
your bartender and at

SidetrackChicago.com

7pm VIP Reception 
8pm General Admission
Advance sale NOW!

from your bartender & at
SidetrackChicago.com

presents

to benefit

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com
Valet Parking Available.

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com
Valet Parking Available.
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COME OUT TO 
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET
“A DAZZLING, RAUCOUS SPECTACLE!” 

NEW YORK MAGAZINE    

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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By SaRaH TOCe

Winner of six Tony Awards, the Broadway hit musical Kinky Boots 
debuted on The Great White Way in October 2012 and hasn’t 
slowed down since. 

The popular musical is based on the 2005 film Kinky Boots, 
which was serendipitously inspired by a true story. With music 
and lyrics by Cyndi Lauper and a book by Harvey Fierstein, Kinky 
Boots was bound for stardom the minute it entered the joint. The 
Broadway community received the show “with open arms and open 
hearts,” according to Lauper.

“We were knocked out by the reception, but not shocked,” Lau-
per said. “It just felt so good throughout the process and great 
reactions all the way from the workshops moving forward from 
industry folks, and family and friends that got to see some of the 
early rehearsals. So when we finally got an audience in there and 
they liked it as much, we were so happy. We felt pretty good about 
it, but to see people laugh and cry and dance during the show, at 
every show, has been just awesome.”

 How did Lauper celebrate after learning of the show’s monu-
mental theater wins?

“I actually got on a plane to go to Las Vegas the next morn-
ing to do an event for the show for a Broadway Across America 
convention,” she laughed. “I kid you not. I think I went from 
the after Tony party to my apartment to pack, [and then] to the 
airport...I’m still tired!”

Working with Torch Song Trilogy Tony winning actor Fierstein has 
been nothing short of a dream come true for Lauper. She described 
the Hairspray alum as “brilliant, funny, generous, friend, and my 
Mommie Dearest. [He calls me Christina.]”

Creating a musical was a departure for Lauper, but one that she 
welcomed.

  “The first records I ever heard were my mother’s Broadway cast 
recordings. The first time I ever sang was singing along with those 
records and performing in front of my relatives and neighbors,” 
she said. “So to come full circle and be able to work on a musi-
cal and be welcomed into the Broadway community was a dream 
come true.”

With “True Colors” and “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” echoing 
through the airwaves even to this day, how did Lauper fare writing 
a score for the stage?

“Your job as the songwriter, as the composer for a musical, is 
to help move the story forward in song,” she said. “Harvey would 
send me scenes and say, ‘In this scene, there needs to be a song 
that says this, from the perspective of this character who is feel-
ing this...’ So you have to just figure out what the character is 
going through,” she explained. “You need to get into that head 
space. It’s about honoring the story, helping the story being told. 
Which, of course, is a lot different from writing your own songs for 
a CD that gets played on the radio!”

“Sometimes the best way to fit in is to stand out,” is a tagline 
from Kinky Boots. How has this been true in the songstress’ own 
life? 

“I’ve always been a stalwart believer in being who you are. If 
you don’t, in the end you will have more pain and suffering,” 
Lauper said. “You have to stand your ground and be who you are 
and find acceptance—if not in others, than in yourself. That’s the 
road to happiness...and as Oscar Wilde said, and is quoted by [the 
character] Lola: ‘Be Yourself: everyone else is already taken.’”

The national tour of Kinky Boots is hitting cities across the 
United States now, and will make its way to Chicago’s Cadillac 
Palace Theatre July 14-26, 2015.

“We have an amazing cast and KTP [Kyle Taylor Parker], who 
plays Lola, was actually one of the original Angels on Broadway. 
Stephen Booth, who plays Charlie, is just great. He is a great 
singer and KTP and Stephen have a really special chemistry. They 
lead a really strong cast and, again, I think because the show tells 
a great story that people can relate to and embrace, the word of 
mouth just grows and grows, so we are so lucky to have an audi-

ence full night to night,” Lauper said of the national tour.
Has Lauper gone hands-free with the show yet? Not quite—and 

that’s fine by her!
“Well, we are always recasting certain parts. Kinky Boots started 

two years ago already, so it’s just natural that people move on 
and roles have to be recast. We are also are opening in Korea at 
the end of the year, and then there will be lots more international 
productions down the road, so we’re always meeting with theaters 
and actors and partners.  I am very hands-on and wouldn’t want it 
to be any other way,” she said.

When Lauper isn’t garnering the well-deserved attention from 
Kinky Boots, she’s teaching others to Give a Damn. “The Give a 
Damn Campaign is going great,” she said. “We are actually just 
about to relaunch a whole new incredible website. When we first 
started the campaign, it was very celebrity-focused to help raise 
the awareness and draw people in. Now that we are 115,000 mem-
bers strong, the Give a Damn Campaign is really now being driven 
by them and the new website and our messaging will be reflective 
of that. 

“Also, we are still pushing for straight people to get informed 
and get involved in advancing equality for the LGBT community, 
but we are shifting the purpose to be more focused on ensuring 
that LGBT youth have a world that they can grow up in and feel 
safe to be who they are,” she said, adding, “40 percent of all 
homeless youth are LGBT and we need to make sure that percent-
age goes from 40 to none, but we also need to make sure that 
these kids have a world in which they are equal.”

The decked-out entrepreneur and social activist also started an-
other campaign via Kinky Boots called Just Be.

 “Kinky Boots is all about celebrating who you are, and, as the 
line in the show says, ‘Just be who you want to be.’ So the fact 
that celebrities like Sara Bareilles, Josh Groban, Kelly Osbourne, 
Martina Navratilova, and Mario Batali put on the boots for the 
campaign—to support their favorite charities and celebrate their 
uniqueness—is exactly the message of Kinky Boots.”

Learn more about Cyndi Lauper via her official website, www.
cyndilauper.com; book tickets to see Kinky Boots at www.
kinkybootsthemusical.com. 

LGBTQ youth job fair
Oct. 22 at Center 

CHICAGO—The Chicago LGBTQ Job Fair will be held Wed., 
Oct. 22, 2014, 12-4 p.m. at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted St. The fee event includes job advice, break-out sessions 
detailing best interview and employee practices as well as 
legal issues in the workplace, plus food and prizes.

The latest studies show an alarmingly high unemployment 
and poverty rate in the LGBTQ community. In order to address 
the issue and as a follow-up to the Windy City Times LGBTQ 
Homeless Youth Summit in May 2014, Windy City Times, Chi-
cago House TransWorks, TransTech, Affinity and the Center on 
Halsted will be hosting an LGBTQ Job Fair open to ages 18 
and above. Jobs from internship and entry level to mid-career 
will be available for applications. 

Corporations signed up include United Airlines, Uber, North-
ern Trust, Whole Foods, Lurie Children’s Hospital, Christy Web-
ber Landscapes, The Chopping Block, Pastoral Artisan and 
Roosevelt University, which will provide opportunities for 
further education

The fair will be preceded by free four-day intensive job 
readiness training sessions hosted by Chicago House. 

Organizers are still seeking company participants who can 
email gretchen@windycitytimes.com for an application or 
further details. Booths are just $75 for businesses and $50 
for non-profits, and the deadline has been extended to Friday, 
Oct. 17.

EXPERIENCED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Call toll free (866) 233-2550 
or email mclaym1@aol.com

Flexible and affordable rates!

Immigration Attorney Services
• Green cards • Visas • Asylum • Appeals 

• Removal and all other matters

Notary Public Services
Mobile notary public for all occasions, 

preparation of wills/trusts, power of attorney

MArk ClAy

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Cyndi Lauper 
talks about 
‘Kinky Boots’

Cyndi Lauper. 
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Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com

Rachel Moore Law, LLC

Mediation: cost-effective, creative, and personalized solutions.

One Northfield Plaza
Northfield, IL 60093
847-441-1851
rachel@rachelmoorelaw.com
www.rachelmoorelaw.com

Appointments
also available in
Libertyville and 

Chicago Loop

Rachel Moore, an attorney and mediator with 15 years of 
experience, provides mediation and legal representation for 

family law and family business disputes.

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
ilo

ilo
CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  

773-877-3500
3000 N. Halsted St., Suite 611

ClarityAllergyCenter.com

• Asthma
• Chronic Cough
• Hayfever
• Sleep apnea
• Hives
• Eczema

• Sinus Headaches
• Bronchitis
• Pet Allergies
• Allergy-related fatigue
• Immunotherapy 
   (allergy shots)

Brian rotskoff, M.D.
Compassionate and 
Comprehensive 
allergy and 
asthma Care



Oct. 15, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES24

1 2

actual patientactual patient

before

STAY
THICK

We Have the

ANSWER.

Dr. Yates, you can look like this in 6 months!

NO SCARS. NO PAIN. NO STITCHES. 

Robotic Hair Transplant System and FUE (Follicular 
We only offer New Technology with the ARTAS

Unit Extraction), PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma) 
and Stem Cell Therapy
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