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One night in the
area of Austin

Activist David Kato is among the late LGBT individuals The Legacy 
Project will honor next month in Lake View. Read more about the 
event on page 7. Photo courtesy of The Legacy Project

Turn to page 8

SAkS APPEAL

Creative collaborator and social advocate Jane M. Saks has a new passion: Project&. 
Find out what Project& is on page 10. Photo by Hal Baim

PART Two

By GReTCHen RACHeL BLiCKenSDeRFeR

It was around 12:30 in the morning of Sept. 13 when I joined 
social worker Channyn Lynne Parker for a drive through the small 
radius of Austin and West Garfield Park. There—on March 28, 
2012—Eisha Love (then 22) defended herself from an attack by 
two men and was subsequently charged with attempted murder in 
the first degree. Within months, the murdered bodies of Paige Clay 
(23) and Donta “Tiffany” Gooden (19) were found within blocks 
of each other.    

Family and friends of Gooden assert that she had been in the car 
with Love when she allegedly struck one of her attackers in the leg 
with her car. They also contend that Gooden and Clay were friends 
who looked very much alike.

Love’s mother said that a group of male bystanders told Love at 
the time of the accident: “We’re going to get you.”

Two and a half years had passed since Love was arrested and she 
was still sitting in 22-hour-per-day protective custody in the maxi-
mum security all-male Division 9 of the Cook County Jail await-
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The closed-down nathan Goldblatt elementary school in Austin. Photo by Gretchen Rachel 
Blickensderfer

kATO’S LEGACy



Oct. 1, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES2

When you’re planning for long-term upgrades, we’re here to be your long-term bank.
With competitive rates and flexible terms, a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit  

can help you make lasting improvements today. 

Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Customer pays 
no closing costs, except escrow related funding costs. Property insurance is required. Other restrictions may apply. Credit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through  
U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. All rights reserved. ©2014 U.S. Bank.  140962

branch usbank.com/lowrate 800.209.BANK (2265)

2014

!
!
!
!
!
!!

Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2014 
Noon-4 p.m. 

Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted, Chicago !
This free job fair is a followup event to the !

Windy City Times LGBTQ Homeless Youth Summit held in May 2014. !!
All members of the community can attend, with a special focus on 

LGBTQ youth. Entry-level to advanced positions available.!!
Snacks and beverages provided to attendees, !

plus lots of fun give-away prizes and gift cards.!!!!
Booths just $75 for businesses, $50 for non-profits and schools.!

For details on exhibiting, contact: editor@windycitymediagroup.com!!
Both Chicago House TransWorks and TransTech are providing advance trainings. !

Chicago House: 773-248-5200 ext. 109!
TransTech: JGrant@transtechsocial.org or at 773-372-3363!!!

Sponsored by: !! !!
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One night in the

area of Austin

Activist David Kato is among the late LGBT individuals The Legacy 

Project will honor next month in Lake View. Read more about the 

event on page 7. Photo courtesy of The Legacy Project
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SAkS APPEAL

Advocate/educator Jane Saks has a new passion: Project&. Find out exactly what 

Project& is on page 10. Photo courtesy of Saks

PART Two

By GReTchen RAcheL BLicKenSDeRFeR

It was around 12:30 in the morning of Sept. 13 when I joined 

social worker Channyn Lynne Parker for a drive through the small 

radius of Austin and West Garfield Park. There—on March 28, 

2012—Eisha Love (then 22) defended herself from an attack by 

two men and was subsequently charged with attempted murder in 

the first degree. Within months, the murdered bodies of Paige Clay 

(23) and Donta “Tiffany” Gooden (19) were found within blocks 

of each other.    

Family and friends of Gooden assert that she had been in the car 

with Love when she allegedly struck one of her attackers in the leg 

with her car. They also contend that Gooden and Clay were friends 

who looked very much alike.

Love’s mother said that a group of male bystanders told Love at 

the time of the accident: “We’re going to get you.”

Two and a half years had passed since Love was arrested and she 

was still sit
ting in 22-hour-per-day protective custody in the maxi-

mum security all-male Division 9 of the Cook County Jail await-
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By LiSA Keen
Keen newS SeRViCe
 
House Democrats announced Sept. 17 they 
will try to use a parliamentary procedure—a 
discharge petition—to force the Republican-
dominated chamber to vote on the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA).

Scott Overland, a spokesman for U.S. Rep. 
Jared Polis (D-Colo.), who initiated the peti-
tion, said it had 76 signatures within the first 

couple of hours. It needs 218 and the bill has 
202 co-sponsors who are eligible to sign the 
petition.

The discharge petition has become the only 
hope in the Republican-dominated House for 
ENDA to reach the floor. House Speaker John 
Boehner has made clear repeatedly that he will 
not schedule ENDA for a vote. 

The “discharge petition” can force the bill 
out of committee and onto the floor, but it is 
a complicated and difficult maneuver. Accord-
ing to House rules, the petition is first filed 
with the House clerk. If a majority of House 
members (218, not including delegates) sign 
the petition, the clerk will put ENDA on the 
“discharge calendar.” After seven days on 
that calendar, supporters can, on the second 
or fourth Monday of the month, bring a mo-
tion to discharge the bill from committee to 
the floor. If the House passes that discharge 
motion, supporters can then ask the House to 
approve a motion to send ENDA to the floor 
immediately. If the motion for immediate con-
sideration passes, the House will debate and 
vote on ENDA.

If any of the votes fail, ENDA returns to com-
mittee. If the discharge motion fails, ENDA 
cannot come up again this session.

ENDA currently shows 205 co-sponsors, but 
that includes three delegates, from D.C., Puer-
to Rico, and the Mariana Islands. So the dis-
charge petition needs the signatures of all 202 
co-sponsors plus another 16 members.

The U.S. Senate passed ENDA last November 
by a vote of 64 to 32; but since then, many 
national LGBT groups have begun to withdraw 
support for the Senate version of the bill be-
cause it exempts some employers based on the 
degree to which they are involved in religious 
activities. 

The discharge petition seeks to force con-
sideration of the Senate version of ENDA (S. 
815) (as amended by Polis in July), includes an 
exemption for religious organizations but only 
to the same extent such organizations are ex-

empt from Title VII of the Civil Rights Act with 
respect to discrimination based on race, color, 
sex and national origin.

Although Polis’ discharge petition has the 
support of House Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi (D-Calif.), Democratic Whip Steny Hoy-
er (D-Md.), and Assistant Democratic  Leader 
James Clyburn (D-SC), discharge petitions are 
“rarely successful,” according to The Hill, a 
Capitol Hill newspaper.

In a statement released Wednesday, Polis 
said he introduced the measure because “Re-
publicans have been dragging their feet on this 
bill for too long, allowing workplace discrimi-
nation against hardworking LGBT Americans to 
continue.”

“In our nation that was founded on the 
notion that with hard work and dedication 
anyone can get ahead, it is unthinkable that 
employees can still be fired for who they love 
or what gender they are,” said Polis. “I hope 
Members from both sides of the aisle will sign 
this petition and protect all Americans from 
discrimination in the work place.”

ENDA seeks to prohibit discrimination based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity in 
private and public employment. In private 
employment, it applies only to employers who 
have 15 or more employees.

© 2014 Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.

Manning suing gov’t
for medical care

Chelsea Manning—the U.S. Army private 
convicted of leaking hundreds of thousands of 
classified documents to the anti-secrecy web-
site WikiLeaks—is suing the federal govern-
ment to receive appropriate medical care for 
the gender disorder she was diagnosed with in 
2010, according to the L.A. Times.

In the suit, the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) contends that Army medical 
personnel diagnosed Manning with gender dys-
phoria in 2010, an identity disorder where a 
person rejects the gender they were assigned 
with at birth.

An ACLU statement reads, “Chelsea, like so 
many transgender women in prison, is experi-
encing the unrelenting anguish of being denied 
life-saving treatment. ... The days of govern-
ment discrimination in providing healthcare for 
transgender people are numbered.”

Manning is serving 35 years in prison.

House Democrats
petition for ENDA

openly gay U.S. Rep. Jared Polis initiated 
the enDA-related discharge petition. 
official headshot

Windy City Times 
had an early 

deadline for this 
issue. 
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Cities across the nation were already op-
erating under strained resources when the 
Great Recession of 2008 wreaked havoc 
on their budgets. For Chicago, in particu-
lar, the fallout triggered the eruption of 
several serious and complicated policy 
problems that had been slowly simmering 
for decades in the underbelly of Chicago 
politics. 
 Chicago is now suffering the cumulative 
effects of the problems relating to Chicago 
Public Schools, underfunded pension pro-
grams, deteriorating infrastructure, sharp 
declines in revenues, high operating costs, 
and pervasive violence in neighborhoods. 
Thus far, the response to these problems 
has largely been to cut vital services and 
force residents to pony up more money for 
dwindling city services. Chicago’s political 
and civic leaders want us to believe that 
we must make difficult policy decisions 
according to how they see things. The 
reforms that have been implemented and 
suggested by our leaders place vulnerable 
groups at an even greater disadvantage 
and greater tax burdens on Chicago citi-
zens who are not in the position to absorb 
these higher costs.   
 But, there are alternatives to more and 
higher taxes that should be explored to 
keep Chicago healthy and thriving. 

To TiF or not to TiF

The national economic crisis highlighted 
every deficiency in how the city does busi-
ness. There is a desperate need for struc-
tural reform. Local media is full of daily 
proclamations from city leaders in which 
they portray government as stretching 
resources and developing more efficient 
spending policies. However, they have 
consistently ignored a major source of lo-
cal revenue that could be easily tapped 
without increasing taxes or cutting ser-
vices. Chicago has long been criticized for 
its use of incentives to promote business 
interests. This model of development as-
sumes that if you stimulate business you 
create jobs and you generate more tax 
revenues.   
 Scholars and community leaders have 
raised red flags to bring our attention to 
the often problematic nature of business 
incentives, particularly Tax Increment Fi-
nance (TIF) districts. Despite widespread 
criticisms and findings surrounding the 
costs incurred by local governments as 
well as the diminished benefits, Chicago 
has distributed TIFs in a manner that has 
proven to be unsustainable and fiscally ir-
responsible.
 In Chicago, there are approximately 150 
TIF districts that retain a considerable 
portion of the property taxes collected in 
their communities for the purpose of rein-
vesting it in the district. In other words, 
there are millions of dollars in property 
taxes that never make it to the city’s cof-
fers.  Instead, these monies are utilized 
to support redevelopment projects, which 
often include incentives to businesses in 

the area.  
 It would be easier to 
accept the city’s sacri-
fice of these funds, if the 
funds were being directed 
at addressing blight and 
promoting economic development in dis-
tressed communities—unfortunately that 
is not always the case. Recent scandals 
have shed light on the lack of transpar-
ency in how TIF funds are approved and 
spent. We need to know the businesses 
that have benefitted from the policy and 
the size of the subsidies provided. Re-
allocating the monies from these wealthy 
TIF districts—which are not blighted and 
fully capable of attracting and retaining 
private investment on their own—would 
add a considerable amount of funds to the 
city’s general budget.   
 This enormous increase in revenue to 
the city could aid in alleviating the fi-
nancial stresses related to the educational 
system, pension funds, infrastructure im-
provements, and the credit rating debacle. 
 While devising innovative strategies to 
stretch the city’s diminishing resources—
closing more schools, forcing city gov-
ernment workers to retire later in life, 
freezing current retirees cost of living 
adjustments, increasing fines and fees, 
etc.—our leaders are subsidizing private 
investments on a large-scale in a dubious 
effort to halt economic downturns. 
 By prioritizing the interests of their 
most wealthy constituents over balanc-
ing the budget, providing quality services, 
supporting vulnerable residents and pro-
moting the long-term economic vitality of 
the city, Chicago’s use of business incen-
tives adds to its reputation of machine-
like and shady politics. 
 Reductions in the city’s use of incen-
tives is not an attack on business. It is 
fiscal policy reform that is essential to 
saving the city’s fiscal health.  To continue 
business as usual would be grossly irre-
sponsible and detrimental to the future of 
our city. 
 “It’s Your Money: Illinois Election 2014 
and Fiscal Crisis in Illinois” is the focus 
of a panel discussion Thursday, Oct. 23, 
4-6 p.m. at Loyola University’s Lake Shore 
Campus. The program is hosted by The 
Gannon Center for Women and Leadership 
and The Chicago Network.
 The conversation will be moderated by 
Tracy Baim, publisher of Windy City Times. 
The panelists are G. Dennis Conroy of Met-
ropolitan Family Services, Katie Drews of 
the Better Government Association, Greg 
Hinz of Crain’s Chicago Business, and 
Twyla Blackmond Larnell from the political 
science department of Loyola University 
Chicago.
 Longtime Chicago gay playwright and 
activist nick Patricca is one of the orga-
nizers of the event.
 See LUC.edu/gannon . The panel is 
in McCormick Lounge, on Loyola’s Lake 
Shore campus. Seewww.luc.edu/media/
lucedu/webteam/pdfs/lsc.pdf .

nick Patricca is professor emeritus at Loyola University Chicago, president of 
Chicago network and playwright emeritus at Victory Gardens Theater.
© nicholas.patricca@gmail.com 

Open To Thinking
By niCK PATRiCCA wiTH TwyLA BLACKMonD LARneLL 

it’s your Money: illinois

Twyla Blackmond Larnell is assistant professor of political science at Loyola 
University Chicago. She specializes in the study of local government financing.   
© tblackmondlarnell@luc.edu  
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By MATT SiMoneTTe

Illinois Safe Schools Alliance (ISSA) is work-
ing on a transgender rights policy with Chicago 
Public Schools (CPS), according to its execu-
tive director.

The organization—which promotes safety, 
support and healthy development for LGBT 
students—is drafting a model policy with CPS 
“with the broader hopes that it would be im-
plemented in school districts across the state,” 
said Anthony Papini, ISSA’s executive director.

ISSA promotes a platform that calls attention 
to a number of concerns for trans students, in-
cluding the right to be out about the gender 
identity with which they identify; the right 
to access safe rest room and locker room fa-
cilities; the right to have their names and pre-
ferred pronouns respected; the right to privacy; 

and the right to access educational, competi-
tive sport and extracurricular opportunities.

CPS officials did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment on the collaboration.

Because so few trans students are out, there 
is no data on how many such students attend 
Illinois schools, Papini noted. “The important 

issue to focus on is not the number of students 
who identify as transgender but to focus on 
making school policies, facilities, and curricu-
lum safe and inclusive of transgender identi-
ties.”

But he said ISSA does regularly receive re-
quests to assist students who need help, not-
ing, “In the month that I have been ED of the 
Alliance, not a week has gone by that we have 
not received one or more calls from parents, 
counselors, teachers or transgender youth 
themselves asking for support and resources to 
ensure their school is a safe place for them, 
whether that be a single user restroom or 
changing facility or working with schools to 
ensure a student is addressed by their correct 
name and pronoun. I think we can all agree 
that level of respect should be afforded to ev-
eryone.”

The overall goal, according to Papini, is help-
ing trans students to feel like they are a con-
tributing and vibrant part of the school com-
munity.

“We have had a long working partnership 
with CPS and have worked with them on past 
policies that promote educational justice and 
LGBT inclusion,” he said. “…We are happy to 
work with school districts, including CPS, to 
ensure all students feel safe and supported in 
their schools.”

Prog. director leaves
Safe Schools group

David Fischer is leaving his program director 
post at the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance (ISSA) 
to work with incarcerated youth in Illinois.

“It has been an honor to work at the Alli-
ance, where I have had the opportunity to see 
laws passed, GSAs [gay-straight alliances] cre-
ated, policies implemented, and generations of 
young people make the world safer for them-
selves and others,” Fischer said in a statement.

An event to celebrate David will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 9, 4:30-6:30 p.m. For location 
information and to RSVP, email alexia@illi-
noissafeschools.org.

By MATT SiMoneTTe

Equality Illinois Political Action Committee 
on Sept. 23 endorsed Gov. Pat Quinn’s re-
election this November.

In a statement, the organization said, 
“Governor Quinn’s leading role in achiev-
ing first civil unions and then marriages for 
same-sex couples, his open and inclusive 
administration, and his strong support for 
policies that protect LGBT students from bul-
lying and LGBT workers from discrimination 
make Governor Quinn the choice of Equality 
Illinois PAC … [which is] backing up the en-
dorsement with an aggressive get-out-the-
vote effort.”

Bernard Cherkasov, CEO of Equality Illinois, 
elaborated further in the statement: “Gover-
nor Quinn has stood up time and again on is-
sues important to LGBT Illinoisans and their 
families, from marriage to health care to an-
ti-bullying laws. Governor Quinn is the only 
gubernatorial contender who unequivocally 
supports LGBT equality and he deserves the 
unequivocal support from all voters who sup-
port equal treatment for LGBT Illinoisans.”

Equality Illinois PAC has this year been 
trying to cast light on Quinn’s opponent, 
Bruce Rauner, calling attention to his 2013 
remarks that he would have vetoed the Re-
ligious Freedom and Marriage Equality Act 
because he thought it was an issue that 
should be decided upon by a referendum, 
and the views of his running mate for lieu-
tenant governor, Evelyn Sanguinetti. They 
have also questioned his donations from gay 
marriage opponents such as the DeVos family 
of Michigan. While not directly offering op-
position to LGBT platforms himself—and in 
fact releasing a campaign ad Sept. 11 saying 
that he would ‘leave the gay marriage law 
alone’—Rauner has offered up no positive 
reinforcement to those platforms either, ac-
cording to the organization.

Nicole Bashor, chair of Equality Illinois 
PAC, said in the statement that “…We, like 
most Illinoisans, are alarmed that [Rauner] 
blurs the line by saying anything in order 
to win this election; and with all the gains 

made during Gov. Quinn’s time in office, Il-
linois cannot risk going backwards on LGBT 
rights. Bruce Rauner is a dangerous purveyor 
of empty, mealy-mouthed rhetoric, on the 
rare occasions he has anything to say about 
these issues.”

According to the statement, Rauner ig-
nored overtures from Equality Illinois to help 
develop a platform that does not exclude or 
marginalize LGBT Illinoisans.

“Bruce Rauner’s refusal to support some-
thing so accepted as marriage rights for gay 
and lesbian couples reinforces all doubts that 
he would aggressively enforce laws against 
hate crimes and bullying. In fact, Bruce 
Rauner’s failure to give a straight-forward 
answer on marriage equality continues the 
climate of second-class treatment for LGBT 
Illinoisans and their families,” Bashor added.

Group offering 
youths five LGBTQ 
trips to israel
 Taglit-Birthright Israel, the organization 
responsible for sending over 400,000 young 
Jewish adults (ages 18-26) on a free 10-day 
trip to Israel to learn about their heritage, 
has opened its improved application portal 
for its 2014-15 winter season. 
 This year’s registration includes five bus-
es with a LGBTQ itinerary. One of the trips 
leaves from Chicago.
 Taglit-Birthright Israel has been running 
LGBTQ trips since 2008. Participants have 
the opportunity to see Israel through a LG-
BTQ lens as they travel with LGBTQ-identified 
Israeli soldiers and explore the classic site 
and attractions. The program includes visits 
to the Jerusalem Open House to meet with 
the gay community of Jerusalem, discussions 
of religion and sexual identity and orienta-
tion, and a visit to the Gay Center in Tel Aviv. 
Participants also enjoy the LGBTQ nightlife 
and hotspots.
 To register or for more info, visit www.
BirthrightIsrael.com or call 888-994-7723.

illinois Safe Schools
working with CPS
on transgender policy

illinois Safe Schools Alliance executive 
Director Anthony Papini. 

Equality illinois PAC
endorses Quinn

the 6th 
Anniversary
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By SAMMy CAioLA 

Jim Darby is starting to feel better about his 
grave.

Morbid as it sounds, the 82-year-old U.S. 
Navy veteran is relieved to know that now, 
thanks to recent LGBT-inclusive policies from 
the Department of Veteran Affairs (VA), his 
husband, Patrick Bova, can be buried alongside 
him in an Illinois military cemetery when the 
time comes.

“I served my four years, and I’m entitled to 
that,” said Darby, president and founder of 
Chicago’s American Veterans for Equal Rights 
chapter. “Everyone else’s spouse is buried with 
them. I want my spouse with me.”

The new burial policy, issued last June af-
ter the federal government’s partial lifting of 
the Defense of Marriage Act, is one of more 
than 500 LGBT-inclusive initiatives underway 
at VA facilities across the nation. They address 
everything from equal visitation for same-sex 
partners to culturally competent staff train-
ing, as well as accommodations for transgender 
veterans.

Many LGBT veterans, who were accustomed 
to hiding their identities during service, ex-
pect to experience similar stigma after leaving 
the armed forces. But Darby said the VA has 
changed dramatically in terms of inclusivity in 
the last decade.

Although Darby uses private health care, he 
directs members of his 50-person organization 
to VA facilities and offers to take them there 
himself.

“Gay veterans just wouldn’t go near the VA 
because they assumed they were going to be 
mistreated or denied treatment,” he said. “To-
day, they identify. They have the courage to 
do it, and they know that if they are denied 
service because of their LGBT status, the shit 
will hit the fan.”

Filling the health-care gap
The 2011 repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” 

a Department of Defense policy prohibiting 
lesbians and gays from being out while serv-
ing, opened doors for effective research on the 
previously unrecognized LGBT population, said 
Kristin Mattocks, the VA’s associate chief of 
staff for research and development.

Although it’s hard to track how many of the 
nation’s 8.3 million veterans identify as LGBT, 
the VA is likely the largest single provider of 
health care for LGBT people in the U.S., ac-
cording to Mattocks’ 2014 study, “Addressing 
Health-care Needs of Sexual and Gender Minor-
ity Veterans.”

The study found that patients who are both 
veterans and sexual and gender minorities have 
mental and physical health care needs distinct 
from those of straight veterans, because they 
are at greater risk for post-traumatic stress dis-
order, depression and anxiety disorders, obe-
sity and substance abuse.

“A lot of the work we are doing at this point 
across the country is identifying unmet needs,” 
she said. “During military service some people 
may be targeted because of their LGBT status. 
It’d be great if their provider knew they were 
LGBT and could get them access to the care 
they need.”

The VA’s commitment to comprehensive care 
is clear in its 2011 directives, which were mod-
ified in 2013 to further accommodate transgen-
der and intersex individuals. The current policy 
does not cover gender reassignment surgery, 
but does provide for hormone therapy, pre- 
and postoperative treatment and trans-specific 
mental health care.

Of the 151 VA Medical Centers in the United 
States, 121 are registered in the Human Rights 
Campaign’s 2013 Health Equality Index, which 
indicates fair and equal treatment of LGBT pa-
tients. That marks a substantial increase from 

the 2012 index, in which only one VA center 
nationwide participated.

“It’s a growing area of interest,” Mattocks 
said. “And because people are interested in it, 
there will probably be more policies and more 
programs. I’m hoping it will continue to cre-
ate a positive environment. … It’s the biggest 
thing we can do to be helpful to LGBT veter-
ans.”

Policy in action
In Illinois, VA caregivers have taken the na-

tional policy to heart and made unprecedented 
steps toward inclusive care for the 26,000 LGBT 
veterans they serve statewide.

Cecilia Hardacker, an outside educator from 
Chicago’s LGBT-focused Howard Brown Health 
Center, has aided this change during the past 
two years by leading cultural competency 
trainings at all three of Chicagoland’s VA cen-
ters. She’s traveled to eight facilities through-
out the Midwest, working with more than 400 
VA employees to clear up misconceptions about 
LGBT care.

Still, the trainings are usually voluntary for 
staff, and they’re currently not reaching rural 
areas, Hardacker said.

“It’s just critical that we have broad enough 
access to do this training as widely possible,” 
she said. “The fact that this is not required for 
nurses or physicians for any training program 
in the nation is just deplorable.”

Jean Albright, a Chicagoan and U.S. Air Force 
veteran, said she did not come out as a lesbian 
to her VA physician after a decade of care at 
the Edward Hines, Jr., VA Hospital, even when 
she was asked questions about having sex with 
men.

“It still felt like the military—and for 20 
years I never came out in the military,” she 
said.

Eventually, Albright felt comfortable enough 
to come out at the facility, which she said has 
an exceptionally welcoming women’s program.

That hospital is one of the three Chicago-
area VA facilities that work with the city’s LGBT 
veterans chapter each year to host the “Do Ask 
Do Tell” Healthcare Symposium.

Jenny Garretson, a social worker and women 
veterans program manager who has taken the 
reins on LGBT inclusivity at the Jesse Brown 
VA Medical Center in Chicago, said her staff’s 
reactions to the new policies have been over-
whelmingly positive. Safe-space materials 
decorate Garretson’s center, and the rainbow 
buttons she orders for employees usually disap-
pear shortly after arrival, she said.

“That was really heartening, to see that level 
of interest,” Garretson said. “People were really 
hungry for knowledge on how to treat people in 
a respectful and dignified way.”

New veteran transgender policies progres-
sive, but not enough for some

It’s been approximately 100 days since De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel announced that he 
is open to reviewing the military’s longstand-
ing ban on transgender individuals, and advo-
cates are lobbying to move the process along.

While transgender individuals seeking to join 
the military may have a long battle ahead, 
transgender veterans are much closer to achiev-
ing a VA policy that meets all of their needs.

The current policy, set forth in the Veter-
ans Health Administration’s 2013 directive 
for Providing Health Care for Transgender and 
Intersex Veterans, covers hormone therapy, 
pre- and postoperative care and mental health 
resources. It allows veterans to be treated in 
their chosen gender regardless of how they are 
registered in the VA’s electronic system and as-
sures that they are placed in treatment rooms 
in which they feel comfortable.

The one thing it lacks, according to trans-
gender veteran Maryann Cerezo, is coverage for 
surgery.

Cerezo, who lives in Arkansas and runs a 
400-member LGBT Veterans Facebook group, 
has already begun her transition with the help 
her VA providers. She is stuck in place until the 
VA agrees to cover gender reassignment sur-
gery, she said

“We’re not monsters,” Cerezo said. “Just be-
cause we’re trans doesn’t mean we’re not ca-
pable of serving, and having a decent life and 
being a decent person. But what we need to 
continue being decent people, stable people, 
is surgery.”

In late May, Medicare announced that it 
would repeal its ban on covering gender-
reassignment surgery, following a successful 
lawsuit from a 74-year-old transgender veteran 
relying on the system for her care in Albuquer-
que.

While experts say Medicare’s decision will 
likely influence private insurers to begin cover-
ing the procedure, VA researcher Kristin Mat-
tocks said she doesn’t see it happening in their 
department anytime soon, largely due to logis-
tical concerns.

“There are some issues with changing that 
policy,” she said. “I don’t know there are an 
enormous number of people who do the sur-
gery, so part of it is figuring it out from a re-
search perspective. I think that that change 
will come in time.”

The VA diagnoses an average of 246 veterans 
with Gender Identity Disorder every year, ac-
cording to Mattocks’s research. The prevalence 
of the disorder in the VA is estimated at 22.9 
per 100,000 cases, which is substantially more 
than the 4.3 cases per 100,000 people in the 
general population.

Cecilia Hardacker, an educator from Chicago’s 
LGBT-focused Howard Brown Health Center 

who provides cultural competency training for 
VA facilities, said she is actually pleased that 
the VA is not performing gender reassignment 
surgeries for its transgender clientele at this 
time, as they probably are not knowledgeable 
enough about it.

She said the ideal approach would be hav-
ing the VA refer patients to surgeons who spe-
cialize in the field and cover the cost of the 
surgery.

“I think it’s smart on the part of the VA to 
say they don’t have the competence so they’re 
not going to do this,” Hardacker said. “I think 
they should cover it, but they’re not quite 
there yet.”

This story was reported as part of Con-
nect, a journalism training program offered 
by the national Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Association.  See http://www.nlgjaconnect.
org/2014/ and http://nlgja.org/ .

A symposium on health needs and resourc-
es for LGBT veterans, active duty service-
members, families, friends and healthcare 
providers will be held Saturday, oct. 4, 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the edward Hines, Jr. VA 
Hospital, Auditorium (Bld. 9), 5000 S. 5th 
Ave., Hines, ill. The keynote speaker will be 
Kristin Beck, the first openly transgender 
navy SeAL, now a civil-rights activist.

Learn about Veterans Administration ser-
vices, LGBT healthcare, the impact of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” and other policies on ser-
vicemembers, and benefits available to LGBT 
Veterans. To register for this free event , 
contact Lorry Luscri, 708-202-8387x21228 
or lorry.luscri@va.gov or Mandi evanson, 
708-202-7875 or mandi.evanson@va.gov.

About the author: Sammy Caiola is a re-
cent graduate of northwestern University.

Veterans Health Admin.
opens doors to LGBT vets

Jenny Garretson at the Jesse Brown VA Medical Center. Photo by Sammy Caiola

MBLGTACC confab 
at iSU in 2015; 
Cox to speak
 The Midwest Bisexual Lesbian Gay Trans-
gender Ally College Conference (MBLGTACC) 
2015 will take place Feb. 13-15 at Illinois 
State University.
 Transgender actress/activist Laverne Cox is 
slated to be the featured speaker.
 A different Midwest college or university 
hosts the event each year. The 13 Midwest 
states include: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. 
 The three-day conference, which began in 
1993, has grown to include more than 90 ed-

ucational workshops on various topics that 
affect LGBTQIA people, as well as a variety 
of inspirational speakers and entertainment.

‘A fireside Chat’ 
with Victor Salvo 
on Oct. 1
 “A Fireside Chat” has announced that Vic-
tor Salvo, executive director of The Legacy 
Project, will be the next participant in the 
series.
 Salvo will discuss his personal history, 
community history and community involve-
ment at Center on Halsted’s Hoover-Leppen 
Theater, 3656 N. Halsted St., on Wed., Oct. 
1, at 7:30 p.m.
 There is a $5 donation for the event.



The Legacy Project will hold the dedication of 
phase three of its “Legacy Walk” Saturday, Oct. 
11, at 3 p.m., at 3311 N. Halsted St.

Seven bronze plaques will be dedicated. 
Those being honored are poet Audre Lorde; 
composer Cole Porter; Olympian Mildred “Babe” 
Didrikson; slain Ugandan activist David Kato; 
astronaut Dr. Sally Ride; and “The Saint of 
9/11” Fr. Mychal Judge. There will also be a 
commemoration of the Stonewall Riots.

The free on-street ceremony will take place 
at 3 p.m. The ceremonies will conclude at 5 
p.m., with the festivities moving to the rooftop 

of the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., 
for a pizza party. (Tickets to the party are at 
http://legacyprojectchicago.org/2014_Dedica-
tion_Tickets.html.)

In addition, a dedication celebration will 
take place Saturday, Oct. 18, 3-6 p.m., at Side-
track, 3349 N. Halsted St. This event, with 
WGN-TV’s Sean Lewis hosting, will feature an 
open bar, hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction. 
(Passes are at http://legacyprojectchicago.
org/2014_Dedication_Tickets.html.)

For more information on the events, email 
VictorSalvo@LegacyProejctChicago.org. 
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David Kato and Babe Didrikson are among those The Legacy Project will honor in october. 
Photos courtesy of The Legacy Project

Legacy Walk dedication
events Oct. 11, 18 
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AfC names Peller
new president/CEO

The board of directors of the AIDS Founda-
tion of Chicago (AFC) unanimously voted to 
name John Peller as the organization’s new 
president/CEO, succeeding David Ernesto Mu-
nar. Peller takes office immediately.

Peller most recently held the position of in-
terim president/CEO at AFC. Previously, he led 
AFC’s advocacy and policy work at the city, 
state and national levels as vice president of 
policy.

He will oversee AFC as the organization ap-
proaches its 30th year of service in 2015. Dur-
ing the next year, he will lead the process to 
develop AFC’s strategic plan that will guide the 
organization over the next few years.

Peller’s recent areas of focus have included 
the implementation of the Affordable Care Act 
and ensuring that new federal and state health 
care systems align with the health care needs 
of people with HIV. He also has an expertise in 
Medicaid policy, federal and state budget and 
appropriations, and the Illinois AIDS Drug As-
sistance Program. Peller started at AFC in 2005 
as AFC’s state lobbyist.

Eric Holder 
resigning

Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr. will resign 
his post.

Holder, the 82nd attorney general and the 
first African-American to serve in that posi-
tion, had previously said he planned to leave 
office by the end of this year, The New York 
Times reported.

Holder finalized his plans to leave in an 
hourlong conversation with President Obama 
at the White House over Labor Day weekend.

The LGBT community viewed Holder as an 
ally. In February, it was reported that Holder 
planned widespread changes within the U.S. 
Justice Department to benefit same-sex mar-
ried couples, including recognizing a legal 
right for them not to testify against each other 
in civil and criminal cases. The Obama admin-
istration announced the extension of more 
benefits and obligations to same-sex married 
couples in June.

‘NO H8’ photo shoot
Oct. 5 at W Chicago
 The NO H8 photo campaign will be in Chicago 
Sunday, Oct. 5, at W Chicago City Center’s Great 
Room 1, 172 W. Adams St., 4-7 p.m.
 Anyone taking a photo is asked to wear 
a plain white shirt to match the look of the 
signature NOH8 photos. Solo photos are $40; 
couple and group pictures are $25 per person.
 Celebrity photographer & NOH8 co-founder 
Adam Bouska will photograph five to 10 frames 
for each person who comes through. The final 
selection he chooses will be retouched and 
made available to participants in approximate-
ly eight weeks through the website (timeline 
subject to change): www.NOH8Campaign.com.
 RSVP at “Open Photo Shoot in CHICAGO, IL” 
on Facebook.

Report: Bisexual 
youth face more 
challenges

A report the Human Rights Campaign Foun-
dation published has revealed that 40 percent 
of more than 10,000 LGBT youth (aged 13-17) 
surveyed by the organization identify as bi-
sexual—and many of them say they face more 

challenges coming out and gaining acceptance 
than their lesbian and gay peers, according to 
a press release.

The “Supporting and Caring for Our Bisexual 
Youth” report is based on one of the largest 
surveys ever of LGBT youth, and was released in 
partnership with the Bisexual Resource Center, 
BiNet USA and the Bisexual Organizing Project.

Among other things, the report found that:
—Only 5 percent of bisexual youth reported 

being “very happy,” compared to 21 percent of 
non-LGBT youth surveyed separately to provide 
a point of comparison; and

—Nearly a third of bisexual young people 
said they had been “frequently or often” ha-
rassed or called names at school, compared 
to 9 percent of non-LGBT youth who reported 

similar mistreatment.
Also, many of the young people surveyed ex-

pressed the potential to be attracted to more 
than one gender, but rejected the term “bisex-
ual” when describing their sexual orientation. 
Instead, they wrote their own descriptions, in-
cluding “queer” and “pansexual.”

The findings, released on the 15th annual 
Celebrate Bisexuality Day, also showed that bi-
sexual youth are overwhelmingly female, and 
they confront broad skepticism and misunder-
standing about their sexual identities.

The report is at http://www.hrc.org/youth/
supporting-and-caring-for-our-bisexual-
youth#.VCGEpGRdVX4.

Look for an extended article on bisexuality in 
Windy City Times later this month.

http://www.davidshifrinmd.com
http://www.beanblossomproductions.net


ing trial. Clay lay buried in a grave donated 
by Chicago House. Her sister “Toya” told me 
that it had been months since the family heard 
from the CPD regarding any progress in the in-
vestigation of Clay’s death. Mary said the same 
thing. The last time she had any contact with 
the CPD was in 2013. She was simply informed 
that the investigation into Gooden’s death had 
“gone cold.” Mary has spent the intervening 
time trying to save up enough money for her 
daughter’s headstone. 

For a number of years now and as a part of 
her impassioned outreach efforts, Parker has 
met and talked with many transgender women 
of color who go to work during Austin’s early 
morning hours. “They live a life of conscious 
survival,” she told me. “We don’t think about 
the threat of being homeless or killed or hun-
gry but these girls do, every single day. Of the 
entire LGBT spectrum, the trans* identity is 
the most visible and it is the one that brings 
the most danger—whether that is the threat 
of bodily harm, discrimination in employment, 
housing or the justice system, those are the 
things that trans* women in particular face.”

Parker believes these women have been dis-
carded and forgotten by both the city and their 
community. That night, we were in search of 
them, hoping they would tell us their stories. 
Driving up Madison from the viaduct at Kenton 
to the corner of Cicero, there was no evidence 
of Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s March 29, 2012 
pledge to “build a new Chicago.” Between long 
stretches of barren ground, the more populated 
areas of the street were lined with liquor stores, 
small grocery marts or the occasional beauty 
salon all enclosed by enforced steel grates. In 
front, groups of individuals were gathered. As 
our car passed by, some of them peered inside 
and signaled, with a whistle or yell, that they 
wanted us to stop.

Along the side streets, both from and adja-
cent to Madison, there were lines of abandoned 
homes, their facades completely boarded-up 
and in varying states of disrepair. In some ar-
eas, they were difficult to discern, because the 
streets lights were out for blocks at a time.

The South Austin Coalition is a community 
organization that has spent over three decades 
trying to improve life for people living in the 
neighborhood. Organizing Director Elce Red-
mond explained to Windy City Times why cer-
tain areas of Austin are dark. 

“Social and city services aren’t in those ar-
eas,” Redmond said. “So a lot of times guys 
take out the street lights so they can do busi-
ness.”

On West Adams, the building that once 
housed Nathan R. Goldblatt Elementary School 
loomed over the street. In explaining its clo-
sure on July 12, 2013, a CPS transition plan 
stated “our District faces a significant financial 
challenge, which threatens everything in our 
system by making it difficult to provide the 
robust supports and services that all children 
deserve.” The windows from the ground to the 
roof of the massive structure were shuttered. 
A blue sign read “No school, May 22. Parents 
enroll for new school by … .” The rest of the 
date was missing. 

We drove on. Within the shadows, there were 
intermittent scenes of a person leaning into a 
parked car and taking a furtive look in our di-
rection as we passed by. On more than one oc-
casion, we were forced to stop behind two cars 
that were pulled up next to each other while 
their occupants quickly switched vehicles.

Despite a discernible police presence her-
alded by passing CPD patrol cars on Madison 
or those parked side-by-side in an abandoned 
lot, there seemed little doubt who was actually 
in control of the neighborhood. On one street 
corner, we came across some graffiti written 
in black on a concrete wall. Further research 
determined that it was a gang sign indicating 
that we were driving in territory belonging to 
the “Travelling Vicelords.” 

Those territories and the names of the gangs 
who control them can change in a matter of a 

few blocks. However, unless you recognize the 
graffiti, exactly whose boundary you are in is 
impossible to know. 

Tio Hardiman is the executive director of 
Violence Interrupters, INC.—a group of vio-
lence intervention experts that he founded in 
2004. Since then, Hardiman and his team have 
worked to mediate conflicts between Austin’s 
gangs on the ‘front-end’.”

In an interview with Windy City Times earlier 
in the week, Hardiman estimated that there 
are at least 10 umbrella gang organizations in 
Austin with about 30 factions each. “In me-
diating conflicts, we establish a real strong 
understanding between those factions so that 
people do not disrespect or cross different 
boundaries that may lead to a deadly encoun-
ter,” he told me, adding that his organization 
has met with some success: “Since January of 
this year, we have mediated about 25 conflicts 
that could have turned deadly.”

Hardiman has also tried to negotiate between 
some gang factions and members of the LGBTQ 
community. “I was called in to help mediate a 
conflict between a guy who was gay and some 
people who wanted to beat him up because he 
was gay,” Hardiman said. “It was going to take 
a really serious turn but we got to the core is-
sue and stopped the assault.”

During the course of our investigation, Windy 
City Times discovered that, in 2012, both the 
Citgo where Love’s incident began, the via-
duct where Clay was allegedly last seen by 
her friends and the abandoned building where 
Gooden met her death apparently fell under the 
rule of a faction who called themselves “The 
Cicero Boys.” 

Preferring to refer to them as a “crew” or a 
“clique,” Redmond estimated that they have 
operated in the neighborhood for the past 10 
years. “They control the drug market in that 
one particular area,” he said. “It’s very inter-
esting because they can’t come down Laramie 
Avenue and the guys from Laramie can’t go to 
Central. So they control only a few blocks and 
you have these small turf wars for who is going 
to control the drug trade.”

In Redmond’s opinion, the majority of the 
violence in Austin is impulsive, emotional and 
happens in an instant. “One second could dev-
astate a lot of people’s lives for a long period 
time,” he said. “How do you address that? 
We’ve had the Interrupters out there talking to 
folks and they have been successful but even 
they can’t do anything about something that’s 
very sudden, very quick and can be very bru-
tal.”

Parker and I drove north up Kilbourn from 
the Citgo, following Love’s escape route. Parker 
informed me that the events since Love’s arrest 
have forced a lot of transgender sex workers 
to either migrate north or keep their business 
strictly confined to websites. 

“When I talk to them, I notice this instant 
fear when anything pertaining to gang-mem-
bers here is brought up,” she said. “There is 
a reluctance to talk about it. When I would 
ask about the situation there would be an 
instant hush. Eye contact would be lost and 
there would just be a lot of talking around the 
topic as opposed to talking about the topic. 
I felt something had happened that is known 
throughout the community. It has them all 
scared.” 

Those few transgender women who did agree 
to talk to me prior to my visit with Parker 
would only do so by phone and on condition 
of complete anonymity. There appears to be a 
constant terror concerning retaliation, and for 
good reason. 

One of the women who remained working 
in Austin paid for her decision with a brutal 
assault. The picture “Grace” sent me of her-
self before the attack was that of a confident, 
beautiful woman in her early 30s. On July 29, 
2014, she was working the same part of the 
neighborhood in which the Clay and Gooden 
murders occurred. 

“I went out that Sunday night,” Grace re-
called. “I had like $50 in my pocket and this 
guy came up and said he wanted a date. So we 
went to the back of this building and I started 

on him. In the middle of it, he just started 
swinging and kicking me and then another guy 
ran from around the building and went in my 
pocket and took all my money and he stomped 
and kicked me too.”

The men battered at Grace’s head and body 
relentlessly. She suffered a fractured shoulder 
and collar bone. After the attack was over, she 
crawled to Madison Street and flagged down 
the police. She was transported by ambulance 
to Cook County Hospital. Blacking in and out 
from a combination of concussion and pain 
medication, she could not provide the CPD with 
a detailed description of her attackers. How-
ever, she is certain they were gang members. 

“One of my friends who worked out there 
with me called and told me that she thinks the 
same two guys who did that to me raped an-
other girl and beat her and then they robbed 
and beat this other girl and she had to run out 
of the bushes naked,” Grace said. 

She was informed that the two women were 
attacked within a few days of her assault.

Grace texted a picture of herself to me that 
was taken after the attack. Her neck was sup-
ported by a brace. The left side of her swollen 
face was covered by a scar at least two inches 
in circumference. She told me she was angry. 
“I can’t do anything. I can’t work,” she said, 
adding that, despite her amicable relationship 
with them, the CPD have since provided her 
with no information outside of a copy of her 
police report. 

Yet, she blamed herself for the attack that 
almost killed her. “I usually don’t go out on 
Sunday because there’s no money,” she said. 
“There’s no one on the street walking past who 
can hear you holler. I just got caught. Any-
thing can happen to you over there. Like when 
they killed that girl Paige. She was way back in 
the dark where nobody could see her.” 

As if looking for her ghost, Parker and I re-
turned to the viaduct where Clay was allegedly 
last seen. We then traveled south on Kenton 
adjacent to the rail embankment. The lights 
on Madison slowly began to disappear into ob-
scurity. “Just imagine having to walk through 
this,” Parker said. “How petrifying it would be.” 

At the corner of Monroe, we noticed a trans* 
woman standing opposite a narrow bridge. She 
was tall and dressed head to foot in black. She 
glanced momentarily at our car and then away. 
Taking a business card, Parker exited, tenta-
tively walked up to and then talked to her. 
Eventually, Parker and the woman returned to 
my car. She had agreed to an interview. 

“April,” which is not her real name, is 34. 
“It’s rough out here,” she said with a matter-
of-fact shrug. She then pointed to her left 
thigh. “I got shot in June. This boy who shot 
me was trying to rob me. You know, it’s the 
ghetto. Guys will try to stick you up, rape you.”

April added that she knew Gooden quite well 
and that, at one point, Gooden told her that 
she was in the car with Love on March 28, 
2012. “Tiffany was doing a lot of stuff,” April 
said. “But she had no reason to be killed. With 
Paige it could have been mistaken identity. It 
could have been, because Tiffany and Paige 
looked alike.”

“Mistaken identity.” In the four weeks Windy 
City Times had been talking to people about 
the circumstances surrounding Love’s arrest 
and Clay and Gooden’s death, it was a phrase 
we had heard a lot. 

“I think there is a connective tissue between 
Eisha and the murders in 2012,” Parker told 
me. “It’s the individuals who have a vendetta 
against Eisha. I think that violence against 
these women has always been pervasive, but I 
believe that the sudden onslaught in 2012 was 
deeply personal.”

While April was being interviewed, a man 
drove slowly by and pulled up just past us. He 
pressed on his horn once— apparently the ac-
knowledged signal by those on the stroll that 
someone is interested. However, April knew 
who he was and so was having none of it. 
“He tried to rape a transsexual,” she said. “He 
has no money. He was probably trying to grab 
one of y’all. That’s the bullshit you have to go 
through.” 

I asked her why she stayed with sex work 
when the danger to her physically was so very 
great. April replied that she had no choice if 
she wanted to keep a roof over her head. “I 
made $126 yesterday,” she said. “I try to make 
$100 a night. My rent is $100 a week. Some-
times I sleep in my van. I am just trying to pay 
my rent. That’s it.” 

“It’s upsetting,” Parker said as we left April 
to her work. “It really speaks to a larger issue 
that happens in our communities that are held 
hostage by violence. There’s this code of si-
lence whether by fear or loyalty, that you don’t 
talk. If you do, something bad is going to hap-
pen to you. I think it is so etched into the 
community psyche that it is just automatic.”

However, one question would not leave my 
mind: If the connection between the events 
that occurred to Love and the subsequent mur-
ders of Clay and Gooden was so clear to the 
transgender women working the streets, to 
their advocates and, at least in Gooden’s case, 
to her family, had the CPD investigated it?

Clay loved her youngest sister “Toya” so 
fiercely that she had her name tattooed on the 
right side of her neck. “We’d been through a 
lot as kids,” Toya explained. “My mother gave 
us up when we were younger and me, Paige 
and my older sister got back in touch after my 
foster mother passed away.” 

Toya recalled that Clay taught her how to 
dance and to fight her own battles. But figuring 
out what happened to her sister and who it was 
that had killed her was one battle that Toya 
couldn’t win. “The police just told me that the 
case was under investigation,” she said. “When 
I told them [my relationship] to Paige, it still 
didn’t matter. Towards the end of last year, I 
contacted them and they told me that the case 
had gone cold. They said they had no informa-
tion and no leads. After a period of time, I just 
stopped calling and asking questions.” 

Mary was told practically the same thing 
about Gooden. “Every time I called, it was like 
‘it’s going cold’,” she told me. “I said, ‘how can 
it be going cold? It ain’t even been a year!’ I 
have to admit, I just gave up. I was upset and 
didn’t call for a while. So I can’t honestly say 

AUSTiN from cover
Oct. 1, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES8

Transgender woman named April working in 
Austin’s streets. Photo by Gretchen Rachel 
Blickensderfer



that they weren’t doing their jobs.” 
However, Redmond has his doubts about the 

effectiveness of the CPD in Austin. “I think they 
are playing the role of the invading force,” he 
said. “Their job is to make sure that people are 
put in their place and they can’t even do that 
anymore. They treat everyone with disrespect, 
they are not interested in quelling violence or 
building trust between themselves and particu-
larly the young people in the community and 
when people do call them, they don’t come.”

How many times has Redmond heard about 
the CPD simply not showing up? “I hear that 
a lot,” he replied. “Unless someone is shoot-
ing or has a weapon. There were several times 
when there were these really big after-school 
brawls between one school against another. 
They always escalated into something much 
larger. There was one day that I was out there 
in front of our office trying to break these kids 
up. There were maybe 100 out there. Senior 
citizens were calling [the CPD] and they asked 
if anybody had a gun. They eventually came, 
but when everything was over.”

Windy City Times made several calls and sent 
emails to the CPD requesting an interview with 
any officers working in Austin or, more specifi-
cally, those who could speak about the prog-
ress of the Love, Clay or Gooden investigations. 
Those requests went unanswered. 

The only member of law enforcement who 
would talk to Windy City Times was Chief 
Thomas Weitzel, M.S., C.P.C. of the Riverside 
police department. In February 2012, he gave 
an interview in the Chicago Sun-Times in which 
he discussed gangs that were getting pushed 
out of the city and into his community. Weitzel 
is the chair of a multi-police department gang 
and drug task force called the Western Subur-
ban Directed Gang Enforcement (WEDGE). 

“Most of us either border the City of Chi-
cago or are within four to five miles of [it],” 
he explained to Windy City Times. “Established 
gangs from Chicago are definitely trying to 
make inroads in the western suburbs of Cook 
County and beyond.”   

Noting that the CPD has shared intelligence 
in order to aid his long-term investigations into 
gang activity in Riverside, Weitzel said that 
fear of retaliation is a big problem in terms of 
prosecuting those people he arrests. “We have 
victims who are afraid to come forward in our 
own cases involving gang members,” he said. 
“They are reluctant to sign complaints and even 
reluctant to come into the police station and 
identify offenders in line-ups because there is 
the fear that retaliation will take place. Even in 
cases where victims sign criminal complaints, 
many times when the case comes to court, the 
victim fails to show up.” 

Ultimately, Weitzel views the problem as an 
endless cycle that continues with each new 
generation. “We need to get to these kids a lot 
sooner,” he said. “I don’t see a push by any-
body in power to fight violence from a perspec-
tive of not locking everybody up and throwing 
the key away but using preventative services 
and some kind of job program. All those types 
of programs need funding. I’ve been a police 
officer for 30 years and the same thing we were 
doing when I started in 1984 is not working in 
2014. I walked by my booking room the other 
day and we had a [teenage] juvenile in custody 
who said he was a gang member. He could not 
read or write. When it came to signing his bond 
sheet we had to read it to him word-for-word. 
This isn’t a third-world country but he could 
not read.”

Despite the evidence provided by the work 
of people like Redmond, Turner, Hardiman and 
so many others who continually demonstrate 
that there are people in Austin and nearby ar-
eas truly invested in turning the community 
around, why has this part of Chicago seemingly 
been left to rot and what can be done to keep 
safe the trans* women and queer youth who 
are still falling victim to horrific crimes there? 
Parker shook her head in frustration. “Where 
are city leaders in this equation?” she asked. 
“Do they even care? There’s always something 
that can be done that they’re not doing. It’s 
easy to say ‘get a job.’ But where am I going to 
go after that job? Without housing it’s next to 
impossible.”

Parker and I left Austin at 3 a.m. in the morn-
ing. I travelled back to the North Side, past the 
wondrous lights of the Chicago loop and past 
the vibrant LGBTQ communities of Lakeview 
and Andersonville situated just far enough from 
the Cook County Jail to forget that Love was 
spending another night locked inside dreaming 
of her freedom, just far enough from the aban-
doned portion of the city where the bodies of 
Clay and Gooden were found and where April, 
Grace and so many transgender women of color 
like them face the threat of violence and death 
each night they spend simply trying to survive. 

“Amidst all of this they still have resilience,” 
Parker said. “They are not willing to just lie 
down and die.”

windy City Times would like to acknowl-
edge the contributions of Channyn Lynne 
Parker, Joy Morris, emmanuel Garcia and 
Project Vida, Jen Richards, the Sex workers 
outreach Project (SwoP), Brian Turner, the 
Riverside Police Department, The South Aus-
tin Coalition, interrupters inC., Terry Dean 
and the Austin weekly news for their invalu-
able assistance in this investigation. 
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Carlos Orengo:
Jack-of-all-trades
at Howard Brown
By HAyLeiGH SyenS

Carlos Orengo is the new guy at work and an 
old pro all at the same time. 

Orengo, 28, was recently named manager 
of STI/HIV walk-in services at the Howard 
Brown Health Center in Chicago. However, 
he’s been working in all different areas of 
Howard Brown for four years.

“I started off as a patient services rep-
resentative, from there I went ahead and 
started working in research on a project 
called Project Prepare, which is pre-exposure 
prophylaxis,” said Orengo. “Then a position 
became available here to do outreach. I took 
it and became an outreach health educator. 
Within about a year or so, I became outreach 
coordinator, and then recently, as in March 
of this year, I became the manager.”

Born and raised in Chicago, Orengo has 
known his entire life that he wanted to as-
sist people in making their lives better. 

“Helping people has always been a part of 
who I am. I started off and I was in retail, 
customer service, but for me, I always want-
ed to do a step above that,” said Orengo. “I 
thought about becoming a teacher, a social 
worker, even human resources, but I think 
that social work was really where I wanted 
to be. There are so many different branches 
you can be in, and when HIV/STI work came 
along for me here at Howard Brown, I jumped 
on it and I’ve been loving it ever since.”

Orengo leads a team of health educators 
who inform and work with members of the 
community about HIV and STIs. While teach-
ing his team to be the best they can be is 
a big motivator for him, helping the com-
munity is what makes his job truly worth it.

“There’s a lot of work that we need to 
get done everyday, and I have a great team 
that really helps me accomplish that. When 
it comes down to motivation, that’s part of 
it,” Orengo said. “But seeing people come in 
for a counseling session and seeing the light 
bulb pop on and just being like ‘Hey, I get it 
now,’ and having them take their health into 
their own hands is the most satisfying part.” 

Holding this position without a degree, 
Orengo is living proof that passion and drive 
can teach a person more than a college edu-
cation. While he plans to finish his degree in 
the next two years, he has already accom-

plished plenty without it.
“My biggest accomplishment has been be-

ing able to be in a position as manager of 
such a prestigious organization without hav-
ing an actual bachelor’s degree. I think that 
I’ve really been able to prove to myself that I 
am where I’m supposed to be,” Orengo said.

Outside of work and school, Orengo keeps 
busy going to the movies, hanging out with 
friends, collecting comic books and, most 
impressively, working on his own graphic 
novel.

“It is a fiction piece very similar to my 
own life growing up as a Latino gay man, 
but there’s a little bit of sci-fi, a little bit 
of X-men, and Harry Potter all involved,” 
Orengo said. 

Orengo has found his place in the Chicago 
LGBTQ community since coming out at 13, 
and commends the community, as well as 
Howard Brown, for embracing everyone and 
being diverse.

“I think that the best thing about the 
Chicago LGBTQ community would have to 
be the diversity. I think that our community 
strives to always try to include everyone to 
the best that we can, and I think that at 
Howard Brown we’re able to do that,” Orengo 
said. “If it is a language barrier, if it is an 
age issue, we want to make sure we’re being 
inclusive of everyone.” 

Orengo said he has learned a lot through-
out his life, from words of wisdom from his 
mentors growing up to his collection of dif-
ferent work experiences. 

“Don’t be afraid to be successful,” Orengo 
said, calling it the best advice he’s ever re-
ceived. “Also, never give up.”

Carlos orengo. Photo from orengo
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By MeLiSSA wASSeRMAn

The word “and” comes after everything Jane M. 
Saks does. A cultural alchemist, arts advocate, 
creative collaborator and producer, educator, 
published writer and poet, Saks has now intro-
duced her newest work, Project&.

“Social justice is the rent you pay for the 
space you take up on earth,” Saks said in quot-
ing her great grandmother, who instilled that 
strong belief through the family tree. “You are 
given responsibility for just being here on this 
earth. You decide what kind of participant you 
are going to be, how you are going to change 
things for the better. But you have to be part 
of it. You must participate. My parents rein-
forced that throughout my life as well.”

Saks grew up in Chicago’s various neighbor-
hoods and Evanston in a politically active, 
socially engaged and civically committed fam-
ily. Her mother owned the Esther Saks Gallery 
and her father ran the neighborhood, family-
owned chain Saxxon Paint and Hardware. Both 
her parents used their businesses to support 
social issues and community challenges. Their 
involvement in the arts, politics and social-
justice issues, Saks said, set the tone for her 
and her three sisters. 

Saks fondly remembered her family gathering 
around the TV to watch the Watergate hear-
ings. It was unusual to have TV time in their 
home during the summer and 10-year-old Saks 
was intrigued by the events. As a result, she 
wrote a carefully crafted letter to then-U.S. 
Rep. Barbara Jordan in D.C. asking to shadow 
her for a few days.

“I just wanted to come down and learn from 
her about social justice in this broad sense,” 
said Saks. She received what she described as a 
fabulous letter back. The letter was about com-
mitment to the here and now and how Jordan 
wanted to give to the present and the future 
as opposed to giving back like others talked 
about. It was an invitation for Saks to walk 
alongside her and to commit to social change. 
“Just that idea that I was being asked to walk 
with her, that there wasn’t anyone walking 
ahead of or behind anyone else, it stuck with 
me. It was so powerful.”

A self-described insomniac with a serious 
case of curiosity, Saks has challenged issues 
of gender, sexuality, human rights, race and 
power within the arts and culture, politics and 
civil rights, academia and philanthropy worlds. 

“I came out at a time when people were 
fighting to survive with no assistance from the 
larger society,” said Saks, who identifies as a 
queer woman. “Yes, we’ve come a long way in 
many regards, undoubtedly, and in significant 
ways and for many people in the LGBT com-
munities, but not for everyone and not equally. 
The LGBT community is unique in so many 
regards. It’s off the chain—and that’s what I 
love—and it’s unique because every popula-
tion is represented. We are the most diverse 
community. Therefore, we also embody and 
have to address all the challenges the entire 
society has to face.”

Among the number of boards she serves on, 
awards she has earned and collaborators she 
has worked with, Saks is a Chicago LGBT Hall 

of Famer, a member of the Mayor’s Cultural Ad-
visory Council for the City of Chicago and the 
producer, co-producer, creative advisor and se-
ries producer on many original creative works 
in various media and art forms.

In 2005, Saks was appointed the founding 
executive director of the Ellen Stone Belic In-
stitute for the Study of Women and Gender in 
the Arts and Media at Columbia College, where 
she served as executive director until January 
2014. The program, the first of its kind, of-

fered an innovative approach to merging arts 
and cultural production with critical theory, 
research and education. At the core, the fel-
lowship intersected gender, creativity and 
community.

Now the decades of Saks’ work has built up 
to become Project&. The project went public 
in January and went live online this month. 
Excited about the work and recent launch, Saks 
said it is incredible to be at this dynamic mo-
ment of the work, adding the idea’s time has 
come and it is a necessary mission.

“Project&’s mission is focused on cultural 
production with social impact,” said Saks, 
Project&’s founding president and artistic di-
rector. “I believe the impact begins at the very 
start—at the first points of creation, collabo-
ration. How we do our work, who we do it with, 
how we learn and challenge and grow through 
the creative process has social impact—as well 
as the resulting cultural production. It’s about 
the true value of diversity in every regard, 
in every direction, level and deeply at every 
point.”

Project& focuses its work in three program 
areas: fellowships, global dialogues and inno-
vative studios. The experimental and entrepre-
neurial are embraced and address topics and 
issues related to LGBT equality, human rights, 
race/gender, economics and social equity, par-
ticipation, immigration and response to vio-
lence. Saks explained the topics often overlap 
and influence each other.

“We feel that our mission and vision are vi-
tal,” said Saks about launching Project&. “This 
is a decisive moment in our country and glob-

ally. I believe that new deeply engaged mod-
els of participation are needed now more than 
ever. Art has the ability to create those oppor-
tunities and challenge us to move further and 
risk more and see differently. Art and culture 
have the unique ability to make good on the 
democratic promise. The democratic process 
promises one thing and one thing only: equi-
table participation. It can be one of the most 
radical ways to engage in democracy. If you ask 
me, we need that kind of participation more 
than ever.”

Thus far, the Project& team has brought Pu-
litzer Prize-winning photographer Lynsey Ad-
dario to Chicago for a public program with the 
Council on Global Affairs in February and in 
April hosted former South African Justice Albie 
Sachs who wrote the marriage equality consti-
tutional decision for the South Africa. Project& 
showed the first screening outside South Africa 
of the film about his life. Coming up, the team 
has a commissioned premiere in October in 

New York City with MacArthur Fellow and musi-
cian Claire Chase. 

“I’ve been incubating this model of cultural 
production with social impact for some years 
and seen success,” said Saks. “We need this 
kind of risk-taking and brave collaboration to 
deal with the challenges the world faces and to 
address the deeply human questions we all ask 
ourselves personally and publicly.

“Art can encourage our greatest human 
capacity. It’s a strong tool for lasting social 
change. That’s why I believe creating art is a 
social political act in and of itself, because it 
can create necessary dialogues and probes for 
deep human response and engagement. Histor-
ically, it’s been at the center of all social and 
human struggles. Art is often most dangerous 
and risky because it does not imitate, simulate 
or recreate experiences, but is the actual expe-
rience. It is dangerous, in the best ways.”

For more information on Saks and Project&, 
visit www.projectand.org.
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Jane Saks expands
social-justice brand
with Project&

Jane M. Saks. Photo by Hal Baim

Town hall focuses 
on bullying
prevention
By CARRie MAxweLL

Bullying prevention was the topic of a pre-
sentation and town hall discussion at Senn 
High School Sept. 23. 

State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, state Rep. Greg 
Harris, state Sen. Heather Steans, Ald. Harry 
Osterman, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and 
Lurie Children’s Hospital co-hosted the event 
attended by about 50 people. 

Ahead of the presentations, Steans shared 
some facts and figures about bullying while 
Cassidy spoke about the recently passed bul-
lying prevention bill which requires all public 
schools to develop and implement an anti-
bullying policy.  

Colleen Cicchetti—who, among other 
things, is assistant professor at Northwest-
ern Feinberg School of Medicine in the De-
partment of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
at Ann and Robert Lurie Children’s Hospital 
of Chicago—gave an overview of bullying 
and spoke about the ways that parents can 
identify potential problems and help their 
children. 

Cicchetti’s presentation focused on the 
difference between teasing which is good 
natured ribbing between individuals and 
taunting which is characterized by an im-
balance of power between the bully and the 
bullied. She noted that peer pressure begins 
at around nine years old, 30 percent of stu-
dents have been bullied, two-thirds of stu-
dents say schools respond poorly to bullying 
complaints and 25 percent of teachers see 
nothing wrong with bullying. 

Cicchetti explained that there are three 
types of bullying; physical, verbal and re-
lational (ignoring, excluding and shunning 
behavior), with emotional bullying being a 
combination of verbal and relational bully-
ing. Kids who bully others are also at risk 
and anyone who stands out from the group is 

subject to bullying, said Cicchetti. 
As for intervention, Cicchetti noted that 

the bully, victim and bystanders are all a part 
of the equation so the issue can be resolved. 
“Bystanders are the most powerful part of 
the puzzle,” said Cicchetti. Cicchetti said 
that getting adults involved is a key compo-
nent to intervention and parents should take 
what their kids say about bullying seriously 
and take an active role in solving the issue 
including an awareness of cyberbullying in 
all of its forms so their child feels safe. 

Karen Van Ausdal, director of social and 
emotional learning for CPS, spoke about the 
role CPS is taking and the resources that are 
available for parents surrounding bullying 
and bullying prevention. Van Ausdal noted 
that CPS is committed to ensuring that so-
cial and emotional learning standards are a 
core component of every student’s educa-
tional experience and they are using a multi-
tiered system of support to combat bullying 
by creating a positive school climate at ev-
ery school. 

Lofton spoke about what bullying preven-
tion looks like at the school level. She re-
lated a bullying incident that happened last 
winter break at Senn involving 90 students 
and how she intervened without being puni-
tive towards any of the students involved. 
Getting the parents involved in the discus-
sion and having the students reflect on their 
behavior by writing a two page essay was 
the key to changing the student’s behavior, 
said Lofton.

A Q&A session and a spoken-word per-
formance by About Face Youth Task Force 
members followed the presentations. The 
performance addressed bullying and its con-
sequences, especially as it pertains to the 
LGBT community.

Attendees were also given an information 
and resource booklet featuring the basics 
about bullying, warning signs, steps par-
ents/guardians should take, facts and figures 
on sexual orientation and gender identity is-
sues in schools as they related to bullying 
and book/Internet resources available about 
bullying and bullying prevention.

From left:
Ald. Harry 
osterman, Susan 
Lofton, state 
Sen. Heather 
Steans, Colleen 
Cicchetti and 
Karen Van 
Ausdal.
Photo by
Carrie Maxwell
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The roots of showtunes at Sidetrack—The 
Video Bar date back to 1981.
 Pepe Peña was at the Midnight Sun, a gay 
bar in San Francisco, when he heard—and 
watched—the video for Aretha Franklin’s 
version of “Think” from The Blues Brother.
 In 1982, Sidetrack opened in Chicago’s 
Lakeview neighborhood. The gay bar was 
signless, intentionally, with one room and 
less than 1,000 square feet and beer cases as 
seating.
 In 1983, Sidetrack launched showtunes—on 
Mondays, which then was a traditionally slow 
night.
 “I never expected, 34 years later, to still be 
doing showtunes,” Peña said. “I knew video 
[back in the 1980s] would be around for a 
while, but I never thought it would last this 
long.”
 Showtunes are now at staple at Sidetrack 
three days a week, every week, 52 weeks a 
year: on Sundays, Mondays and Fridays.
 “The crowds on Sundays and Mondays are 
very different,” Peña said. “The Monday crowd 
is [filled with] true believers in showtunes. 
They know all the words and many of them can 
actually sing. It’s normally a younger crowd, 

[with a lot of] theatre students. Sunday is fun 
day, sort of the Rocky Horror Picture Show on 
steroids. The crowd is very responsive.”
 Peña said the three most popular tunes 
are “Let It Go” from Disney’s Frozen (by 
Idina Menzel), Madonna’s “Don’t Cry For Me 
Argentina” from Evita and “And I’m Telling 

You” from Dreamgirls (the Jennifer Holliday 
version). In fact, the Holliday rendition was 
voted the No. 1 all-time showtune a few years 
ago by Sidetrack customers.
 As for the napkin toss that always is a 
mainstay with the Evita song, Peña laughed—
it was a random customer reaction. A few 
napkins were tossed the first time, then more 
the next time it played, and so on. Now it’s a 
white-out of napkins for Madonna and Evita.
 “To see people react to something that you’re 
playing, that’s like heaven and it never gets 
old,” seeing the napkins fly in the air, Peña 
said.
 Pena’s personal favorite showtune is “I’m 
Singing In The Rain” by Gene Kelly.
 Ryan Masterson and Brian Smith share the 
showtunes video coordinator duties with Pena.
 Sidetrack opened with a showtune library of 
10 hours, if that many, Peña said. Today, there 
are more than 1,500 hours, stored on CDs and 
meticulously labeled.
 “To me, showtunes are part of gay culture 
and history—and I’m proud that we are able 
to keep it alive,” Peña said. “Most of all, it’s 
fun, it’s entertaining, it’s quality music, quality 
performances.”

GAY in the
LIFE

Pepe Peña
TexT AnD PHoToS By RoSS FoRMAn

Age
70

Neighborhood
Lincoln Park West

Relationship status
Married to Art Johnston

Job title
Co-owner and video coordinator at 
Sidetrack: The Video Bar

Most recently book you’ve read
The Ocean at the End of the 
Lane—A Novel by Neil Gaiman

Favorite TV show
Breaking Bad

Favorite movie
Blade Runner

Favorite Chicago restaurant
Yoshi’s Cafe

Little-known fact
“I love alternative rock [music].” 
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!!!!!!

Celebrate LGBT History Month  
at Bookends & Beginnings in Evanston	


Thursday, Oct. 16, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Victor Salvo!
Founder

Plus a Special Presentation 
from !

The Legacy 
Project!

A display of photos from the 
first-of-its-kind LGBT history 
walk, on Halsted in Chicago. 

Featuring people with 
Evanston & Chicago 

connections.!

Located in the heart 
of downtown 
Evanston, Bookends 
& Beginnings features 
new, used, and 
remaindered books, 
literary events, gifts, 
and local color.!

John D’Emilio	

In a New Century: Essays on Queer History,  
Politics, and Community Life 
For LGBT people in the U.S., the 21st century has brought dramatic changes. In this 
wide-ranging collection of essays, pioneering historian John D'Emilio reflects on these 
developments and offers provocative questions and analysis. What can we learn from 
a lifelong activist like Bayard Rustin, who questioned the wisdom of identity 
politics? Was Richard Nixon a "gay liberationist"? What's wrong with marriage? How 
can knowing local stories help build stronger communities and enrich our activism? !
Mary Morten	

Miss Gay Black America: The Terri Livingston Story 
A young Black boy in the 1970s, Ronnie Reed stood out from the men on the South 
Side of Chicago and suffered prejudices and harassment until he was old enough to 
move away and pursue his interests in hairstyling and entertainment. Before long, he 
became drag performer Terri Livingston and began touring the country and the world 
with his act, winning the title of Miss Black America. Mary Morten, Reed’s sister, 
directs a new documentary which speaks to ideas of masculinity and femininity, the 
past and present of female impersonation in Chicago and around the country and its 
transformation since the 1980s. Morten, an award-winning documentary filmmaker, will 
discuss her work on this film, expected out in 2015. !
Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen	

Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House and 
co-authors of multiple Chicago LGBT history books 
Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen have co-authored several books on LGBT Chicago 
history, including biographies of Vernita Gray (who lived part of her life in Evanston), 
Chuck Renslow and Jim Flint. Baim, who is publisher of Windy City Times newspaper, 
also edited Out & Proud in Chicago: An Overview of the City’s Gay Community, which 
also includes essays by Keehnen. They have also both written additional fiction and 
non-fiction titles. Baim and Keehnen will discuss the impact of Vernita Gray and other 
LGBT activists in the region. !

located down the alley at 
1712 Sherman Avenue, 

Evanston, Illinois	

(224) 999-7722  http://www.facebook.com/bookendsbeginnings

OUTCHICAGO

Chicago’s LGBT Radio
WCPT 820AM | Sundays 11a-1p
Streaming live at chicagosprogressivetalk.com

Chicago’s Progressive Talk        Proud all week long

with Scott Duff

http://www.chicagosprogressivetalk.com
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VIeWpoInts

What we owe
longtime
survivors
I attended an emotional event at Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis (GHMC), in commemoration of 
National HIV and Aging Day, Sept. 18 in New 
York City. 
 “We Aren’t Dead Yet! What Do We Do Now?” 
was billed as a community discussion, with an 
impressive panel of experts: Dr. Judith Rabkin, 
Columbia University Dept. of Psychiatry and Dr. 
Perry Halkitis, NYU professor and author of The 
AIDS Generation: Stories of Survival and Re-
silience spoke along with two long-time HIV+ 
survivors, Jim Albaugh and Kevin Oree, and my 
friend, fellow ACT UP NY activist Jim Eigo.
 The well-attended event was held to solicit 
feedback on the kinds of support and services 
needed by this often-forgotten, often-stigma-
tized group of people in my age group.
 The needs were many and varied. By the time 
the GMHC staff member taking notes was fin-
ished, he had about four dozen topics listed: 
from the long-term complications of normal 
aging while adhering to powerful anti-retrovi-
ral drugs, to the stigma felt by gay and straight 
long-time survivors in regards to housing and 
employment, to the generational disconnect 
(remember the “Generation Gap”?) felt on both 
sides. Kevin Oree did not expect to see his 25th 
birthday but now, as he approaches 48, is fac-
ing common aging issues complicated by his 
HIV status.

 Remember: No one expected “AIDS longtime 
survivor” to be a reality. It’s a miracle, on many 
levels. But those—especially young gay men—
who insist that all you have to do is ‘take a 
pill every day and you’re fine’ need to wake up 
to the long-term effects of being HIV-positive. 
While they may in fact be ‘fine’ right now, stud-
ies are now underway to assess the impact of 
HIV on normal aging. Are you more at risk for 
heart attacks? Depression and panic disorders? 
Suicide? What about your ability to tolerate 
the medications without building up a resis-
tance? And what impact do the complexities of 
ACA, Medicaid and Social Security have on your 
ability to live a full life?
 For me, the most emotional moments came 
from those who bravely (though sometimes 
anonymously) articulated the most serious is-
sues facing older survivors as loneliness and 
isolation. There is a critical need for grief sup-
port for those who only now—more than 30 
years into the epidemic—are beginning to 
confront the loss of dozens and even hundreds 
of their friends. The isolation seemed partic-
ularly acute for those who are straight, who 
even after decades, knew no one else who was 
straight and HIV-positive. Thankfully, that is-
sue was solved for them that night.
 The panelists and attendees who identified as 
long-time survivors delayed their grief because 
they had to: they had to take care of them-
selves and their friends, they had to advocate 
for basic rights, they had to fight a war—no 
time to enjoy the luxury of grieving dozens 
of friends. That very complicated grief figures 
prominently in mental health issues in the 
long-time survivor community, including the 
epidemic of suicide,
 There are striking similarities between those 
who have been affected by AIDS and those 
who have served our country in the military. 
Both groups suffer from survivor guilt, risk of 
suicide, complicated health issues and stigma. 
Both groups have kept their experiences to 
themselves, only willing to share war stories 

many years later. Both theoretically have ac-
cess to strong support communities but often 
battle crippling loneliness.
 Imagine if the war in Iraq or Afghanistan had 
dragged on for 30 years, with no end in sight. 
That’s what it’s like to be a veteran of the war 
against AIDS. Sometimes it feels like you’re 
winning, sometimes you feel like you’re losing. 
Sometimes you’re on the frontlines, sometimes 
you’re sent back for a brief furlough before re-
deploying. Others might forget about it, but for 
you, the war goes on.
 I never envisioned a day when we would ad-
dress aging issues for men and women who 
are HIV-positive. And it’s not just long-time 
survivors: in this article, http://www.cdc.gov/
hiv/risk/age/olderamericans/index.html, from 
the CDC, we baby boomers (of whatever sexual 
orientation) are becoming infected even now. 
HIV and AIDS are not big topics of discussion 
in AARP Magazine.
 And that’s why I challenge the AIDS com-
munity—in cities, suburbs and rural areas—to 
hold listening sessions like the one I attended, 
to identify and address the critically impor-
tant needs of those aging with HIV. Demand 
that HIV and AIDS are on the agenda for every 
government agency, every nonprofit organi-
zation, every healthcare provider and insurer 
serving senior citizens. And make grief support 
to long-time survivors a priority—individual 
therapy, groups, and online resources—to help 
them process the grief for their friends that is 
only now rising up, and give them the peace of 
mind they deserve.
 Victoria noe was a fundraiser in the Chi-
cago AiDS community in what she refers 
to as the “Bad old Days” and is the author 
of five books, including Friend Grief and 
AiDS: Thirty years of Burying our Friends. 
Her work has appeared in windy City Times 
“AiDS@30” series, as well as Huffington 
Post and Chicago Tribune. She is a member 
of ACT UP ny’s women’s Caucus. Her blog is 
www.FriendGrief.com.

Letters
Reflections

On Sept. 19, we gathered to celebrate the 
marriage of our youngest son. It wasn’t what 
some would refer to as a “traditional wed-
ding” because there were two grooms. Until 
the marriage bill passed, we didn’t have the 
reassurance that the state would view it as a 
legal marriage. As soon as it passed, David and 
Charlie married the next morning in the judges 
chambers—the first male couple to marry in 
the state of Illinois. A celebration for family 
and friends was planned for September. 
 Not everyone who attended the wedding 
supported the bill. Some held religious views 
which were in conflict with it. Some were just 
unsure. But they all came together in unity to 
support David and Charlie, regardless of their 
own personal beliefs. 
 The room was overflowing with love as we 
walked Charlie down the aisle. When the unity 
candles were lit, everyone became silent. They 
strained to hear the couple vow to love and 
support one another for eternity. I was over-
whelmed by the spirit of joy which seemed to 
envelop everyone. After the boys broke the 
wine glass, we shouted Mazel Tov. They kissed 
and walked down the aisle as husband and hus-
band. I don’t think there was a dry eye in the 
room. 
 The lesson here is that it is possible to sepa-
rate your religious or political beliefs from in-
fringing upon the rights of others. Even Da-
vid’s parents, devout Catholics, were present to 
support their son. It had been a long, difficult 
journey. The message of guilt and shame they’d 

received from their Church, caused them to en-
dure feelings of great anxiety. The love they 
had for their son overcame it. 
 Many religious institutions send this mes-
sage. They ignore the teachings of love and 
respect, inherent to the basic concepts of their 
faith. It is neither loving nor respectful to deny 
equal rights to those deemed less respectable 
than others by religious institutions. As the 
new pope has stated, it is not our role to judge.
 That evening demonstrated that people from 
many different cultural and religious back-
grounds can come together to embrace and 
support others, regardless of their own beliefs. 
The common denominator was love. After the 
ceremony, everyone shared a meal. Then the 
dance floor became a collage of swirling colors 
as they whirled around with increasing fervor. 
A conga line formed. Couples broke free to join 
hands with people they ‘d never met before, to 
parade unified around the dance floor. It was 
beautiful!
 Those who’d arrived with doubt, left smiling. 
For one lovely evening, they’d witnessed all 
judgement cast aside. The spirit of love pre-
vailed. My dream to dance at the wedding of 
my son and his beloved had finally come true. 

Joanne Bohman Gurion
Rolling Meadows

Bar none?

Dear Editor:

In my last letter to the editor I wrote about 
Chicago’s gay ghetto, and how it is seems it is 
being dismantled before our eyes. I think vi-
sion is important in our community, as it is in 
any community, and I understand the diversity 
of opinions.
 Perhaps one important pulse beat of our com-
munity was the livelihood of lesbian and gay 
bars on Halsted, which were the anchors of our 
community cultural, religious and political life, 
and reminded us to give back as we partied.
 Bars such as The Closet on Broadway, and 
Halsted’s Sidetrack, Little Jim’s, The Lucky 
Horseshoe and Scarlet, just to name a few, 
gave us a vision of community that giving back 
is important, and opposing irresponsible drug 
use was just as important as was talking about 
sexual responsibility.
  I am not sure what the answer is, but I think 
we need to talk about our dying bar life.

Joe Murray
Chicago

VICtorIa
noe
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HBo is showing Hunted: The war Against Gays in Russia. See page 16.  
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‘Line’ dance.
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‘Model’ behavior.
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Photo of Yu Tsai
courtesy of the CW

THEATER DISH

FROM RUSSIA WITH HATE

Image 
courrtesy
of HBO

By SCoTT C. MoRGAn

Anthony Freud has been general director of the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago since 2011. But it won’t 
be until 2015-16 that Windy City opera fans 
will have the chance to experience the first full 
Lyric season that Freud entirely planned.

That’s because the world’s major opera com-
panies often program their seasons as far as 
five years in advance in order to contractu-
ally lock-in star singers or to plan for complex 
productions. Nonetheless, Freud has already 
made a significant artistic imprint on the Lyric, 
which just commenced its 60th-anniversary 
season with a new production of Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni directed by Tony-winning Goodman 
Theatre Artistic Director Robert Falls.

“Some things are inherited and some are 
things that I’ve planned,” said Freud during 
a recent telephone interview about the Lyric’s 
diamond anniversary season. “The production 
teams for many of the productions were my 
choice, including the opening night of Don 
Giovanni.”

A native of England who previous ran Welsh 
National Opera and Houston Grand Opera, Freud 
was essentially poached from Texas before the 
expiration of his contact there to take over 
the Lyric. Freud is only the fourth Lyric gen-
eral director following William Mason (who is 
now helping out the financially troubled San 
Diego Opera) and his predecessors of Carol Fox 
and Ardis Krainik. Freud is also the first Lyric 
general director to be hired from outside the 

company.
Since Freud has been in Chicago, he’s spear-

headed several new programs and collabo-
rations to reach out to the wider Windy City 
community via the Lyric Unlimited initiative. 
The Lyric has added specially devised family 
performances to help introduced children to 
opera, plus it has reached out to other Chi-
cago directors and performing arts companies 
for collaborative projects—notably The Second 
City Guide to the Opera, which began with a 
starry one-night performance and brought back 
for a Jeff Award-winning run on the Lyric stage 
last year.

“I love opera as music theater,” said Freud 
about bringing Robert Falls back to direct at 
Lyric, where he previously staged the operas 
Susannah and The Consul. “I believe that the-
ater directors have an enormous amount to of-
fer the art form of opera and hopefully Bob’s 
association with us will only the be the start 
of us benefiting from Chicago being such an 
enormously strong and vibrant spoken theater 
center.”

Other major Lyric outreach to expand and 
welcome audiences has been presenting musi-
cal theater works in and out of the opera house 
beyond the regular season. The Lyric adds Car-
ousel in 2015 to its list of homegrown post-
season Rodgers and Hammerstein musicals af-
ter Oklahoma! and The Sound of Music.

The Lyric is also reaching out to other di-
verse communities by staging new “mariachi 
operas” like Cruzar la Cara de la Luna and the 

upcoming world premiere El Pasado Nunca Se 
Termina this season. There’s also a world pre-
miere “klezmer opera” called The Property that 
ties tangentially to the Lyric’s Chicago premiere 
of the opera The Passenger.

A vacant repertory spot for 2014-15 also 
allowed Freud to program Russian composer 
Mieczyslaw Weinberg’s once-suppressed opera 
The Passenger, a 1968 work dealing with the 
Holocaust of World War II that only received 
a fully-staged production in 2010 in Bregenz, 
Austria.

The Passenger is an opera that carries extra 
importance to Freud, since his mother is a sur-
vivor of the concentration camp Auschwitz.

“Not all operas are about doomed 19th cen-
tury lovers,” said Freud. “I think it’s very im-
portant to generate discussion, to generate 
discourse. I believe that opera needs to be 
relevant and I think that The Passenger is rel-
evant to us all in important issues of today and 
we need to be proactive and united in trying 
to make sure that the civic footprint of The 
Passenger in the opera house is as broad as it 
possibly can be.”

Along with celebrating the Lyric’s 60th sea-
son, Freud has his own personal anniversary 
to commemorate—the 30 years he has been 
together with his husband, Colin Ure.

“My husband is very busy as a freelance dra-
maturg. He works with WFMT radio and the 
Chicago Humanities Festival and he does some 
supertitle translations for Lyric,” said Freud 
noting that Ure, previously a singer and art-
ist manager, relinquished of his position of 
Houston Grand Opera’s dramaturg to join him 
in Chicago. “I really love what this city has to 
offer, and I must say, traveling as much as I do 
around the world, it absolutely feels like com-
ing home when I fly back to Chicago.”

The Lyric opera of Chicago’s 60th-anni-
versary 2014-15 season is underway now 
through March 15 with repertory produc-
tions of Mozart’s Don Giovanni, Richard 
Strauss’ Capriccio, Verdi’s il Trovatore, Ger-
shwin’s Porgy and Bess, Donizetti’s Anna Bo-
lena, Puccini’s Tosca, wagner’s Tannhäuser 
and weinberg’s The Passenger. A post-sea-
son musical of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Carousel plays from April 10 to May 3. A gala 
60th-anniversary concert featuring out ac-
tress Jane Lynch (TV’s Glee; Best in Show) as 
host is at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, nov. 1. Perfor-
mances are at the Civic opera House, 20 n. 
wacker Dr.; call 312-827-5600 or visit www.
lyricopera.org.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Happy anniversary:
Lyric’s Anthony Freud
marks milestones

Anthony Freud. Photo by Dan Rest/Lyric 
opera of Chicago
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MaryAnn Thebus (left) and Amanda Drinkall in Rest. Photo by Michael Courier

THEATER REVIEW

Rest
Playwright: Samuel D. Hunter
At: Victory Gardens Theater at t
he Biograph, 2433 n. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; 
www.victorygardens.org; $20-$60
Runs through: oct. 12

By MARy SHen BARniDGe

Existential voids come in all shapes and siz-
es. Samuel D. Hunter’s begins in an unnamed 
assisted-living facility located (unsurprisingly) 
in the hinterlands of a likewise remote Idaho 
city. Its corporate owners are closing it down 
at the end of the week, leaving certified nurs-
ing assistants Faye and Ginny, staff supervi-
sor Jeremy and part-time cook Ken to care for 
the three remaining residents—surly Tom and 
cheerful Etta, who remain unperturbed, and 
Etta’s 90-year-old husband Gerald, who chafes 
under advanced dementia. The building’s mal-
functioning automatic doors open and shut of 
their own accord, and a blizzard has closed the 
roads. Oh, and this morning, Gerald is reported 
missing, perhaps wandering in the storm. 
 Well, do you go outside to look for him? If 
so, how far, and for how long? If he’s found 
dead, where do you store the body until the 
morticians can navigate the drifting snow? 
If the circumstances of his final hours rouse 
suspicion, how deeply do you investigate? The 
immediate problems associated with physical 
isolation gradually give way to uncertainties 
already lurking beneath the placid surface, 
chief among which is the question of where the 
oldsters will find shelter and where the employ-
ees will find work following their eviction—es-
pecially those who dedicated themselves to the 
care of family members out of expedience, but 
now must confront the prospect of living alone 
and free to pursue their own goals. 
   The chuckles of a few audience members on 
opening night of this Victory Gardens midwest 
premiere attested to the current status of el-
derly citizens as a ready source of amusement. 
This misguided response quickly diminished, 
however, as Hunter’s bunker drama delved the 
introspections of its imprisoned personnel to 
reveal who volunteered as a womb-for-hire 
and is having second thoughts about it, who 
is acutely aware of his own job incompetence, 
and who fled his abusive family for the safety 
of religion. Eventually, we also learn of Gerald’s 
fate.

 Director Joanie Schultz directs her three-
generation cast with a tight rein, ensuring 
that only the most tin-eared playgoer (the 
same ones labeling Caitlin Parrish’s Downpour 
a “thriller”) could impose sitcom risibility on 
this intimate portrait of middle Americans in 
crisis, stranded with no recourse but to offer 
one another aid, comfort and counsel. Bereft 
of the reassurances of civilization—cars, tele-
phones, electricity—even a potentially twee 
huddle on the sofa under a communal blanket 
represents an extension of human compassion 
capable of generating epiphany and empathy 
to bring a new dawn. 

THEATER REVIEW

Season on the Line
Playwright: Shawn Pfautsch
At: The House Theater of Chicago 
at the Chopin, 1543 w. Division St.
Tickets: 773-769-3832; 
www.thehousetheatre.com; $25-$35
Runs through: oct. 26

By MARy SHen BARniDGe

This is a play aimed at audiences who know 
how plays are made—or who want to know 
how plays are made. The playmakers, in this 
case, are the Bad Settlement Theatre Compa-
ny (BSTC), and its season line-up: The Great 
Gatsby, Balm in Gilead and an original adap-
tation of the American classic, Moby Dick. 
(Chicago theater history buffs may recall 
pioneering productions of these same plays, 
mounted by the Wisdom Bridge, Steppenwolf 
and Remains companies in 1991, 1980 and 
1982, respectively. Any similarities between 
real-life events and the shenanigans depict-
ed in Shawn Pfautsch’s “love letter” to his 
craft, however, are the secrets of first-hand 
witnesses.) 
 As we follow the backstage progress of each 
show’s preparation and execution, we are 
made aware of the difference between stage 
combat and actual combat, of the immea-
surable value of stage managers and of in-
sider lore both technical—extra points if you 
know what a “Leko” is—and thespic. (A Hol-
lywood actor, accustomed to quick shoots, 
collapses in confusion when confronted by 
the demands of character analysis.) Tying 
together these disparate elements is BSTC 

Director Ben Adonna’s radical reimagining 
of Melville’s sprawling novel—a visionary 
translation whose analogies grow increas-
ingly nebulous (and expense, extravagant) 
as its creator goes increasingly bugfeathers 
in forging his magnum opus.
 Pfautsch risks a similar fate attempting to 
impose upon an already multi-layered par-
able an allegorical dimension based in so 
varied an experience as “putting on a show.” 
Time and place are unspecified (though a 
performance space in an abandoned motel 
suggests an exurban locale), but reference is 
made to other theater openings nearly every 
night. Standing in for the eponymous whale 
is a sole theater critic endowed with make-
or-break power whose baroque observations 
hit print barely hours after curtain call—a 
1930s-era stereotype no longer existing even 
in old-school New York City. 
 These omissions are significant because—
without knowing whether Bad Settlement is 
one of several artistic collectives occupying 
a thriving theater district, or a lone planks-
and-passion project—there’s no explanation 
of why a messianic meshuggener like Adonna 
is allowed to get away with his extravagant 
antics; it’s not as if his crew were stranded at 
sea, after all. 
 “Ambitious” is a term often invoked as a 
euphemism for “biting off more than you 
can chew,” and while the messiness of House 
Theatre’s final preview was undeniable, it’s no 
crime for a playwright’s reach to exceed his 
grasp. There’s no shortage of theater com-
panies undone by fish stories initiated with 
far less potential than evident in Pfautsch’s 
merely unfinished epic.

MUSICAL REVIEW

A Kurt Weill
Cabaret
Arrangements and music 
direction: Jeremy Ramey
At: Theo Ubique Cabaret Theatre 
at no exit Cafe, 6970 n. Glenwood Ave.
Tickets: 800-595-4849 
or www.theo-u.org; $25-$29
Runs through oct. 19

By SCoTT C. MoRGAn

Count me among the chorus of critics who feel 
that the diverse music theater works of Kurt 
Weill (1900-1950) deserve more renown and 
full-scale revivals. But in the meantime, I’m 
more than happy to welcome Theo Ubique Cab-
aret Theatre’s new revue A Kurt Weill Cabaret.

Although this savvy song sampler celebrates 
the late German-Jewish composer who found 
fame from Berlin to Broadway, the structure of 
A Kurt Weill Cabaret overemphasizes the per-
ception that there were two separate Weills.

Act I is focused on Weill’s darker, German 
period via songs co-created with playwright 
Bertolt Brecht from The Threepenny Opera and 
Happy End. Weill and Brecht’s first collabora-
tion, the Mahagonny Songspeil from 1927 (a 
forerunner to their 1930 opera The Rise and 
Fall of the City of Mahagonny), is also per-
formed here in its entirety with the five-mem-
ber ensemble as menacing lowlifes complete 
with grimaces and gaunt-faced makeup.

The tone completely changes for Act II. The 
cast scrubs up to become jazzy lounge lizards 
in snazzy evening wear to perform songs from 
Weill’s Broadway and Hollywood collabora-
tions with lyricists like Ira Gershwin, Langston 
Hughes and Alan Jay Lerner. Though there are 
some sad and contemplative songs, the sudden 
and cheery American changeover might give 
some a stylistic whiplash.

This artistic dichotomy could have been ex-
plained away in the show with some welcome 
biographical background. (Weill was especially 
wise to flee Germany when Hitler came to pow-
er in 1933 and emigrate to America by 1935.) 
But director Fred Anzevino and music director/
accompanist/arranger Jeremy Ramey just let 

the songs dramatically speak for themselves, 
which is a very valid and enjoyable approach, 
too.

The fine cast consists of Kellie Cundiff, Chris-
topher Logan, Jordan Phelps, Michael Reyes 
and Jill Sesso, all doing heavy vocal lifting 
performing Weill’s masterful and complex mu-
sic. Acting-wise, the cast appears more com-
fortable with U.S. songs like “Lost in the Stars” 
and “September Song” rather than the German 
ones railing against bourgeois capitalism.

Some of the interpretive choices are occa-
sionally questionable. Cundiff and Sesso sing 
the Mahagonny Songspeil’s iconic “Alabama 
Song” (most famously covered by The Doors) 
with so much distressed alarm that it’s as if 
they truly will die if they don’t find the next 
whiskey bar (alcohol-addled resignation would 
have been a better approach).

Also the gorgeous standard “Speak Low” from 
One Touch of Venus becomes more of a “any 
jazz melismas you can sing, I can sing better” 
competition between Logan and Sesso rather 
an expression of seductive romanticism.

But A Kurt Weill Cabaret is largely an enjoy-
able and stylish revue through and through, 
especially in the nautically decorated intimacy 
of the No Exit Cafe. Hopefully this show will 
whet audiences’ appetites for more full-course 
helpings of Weill’s wonderful works.

CRITICS’ PICKS
The Midnight City, Firecat Projects at 

Steppenwolf Garage, through Oct. 19. A 
son of the Big Shoulders with a heart even 
bigger, artist-poet-raconteur Tony Fitzpat-
rick brings his candor to one last show be-
fore departing his beloved city. MSB

Miracles of the Fall, Polarity Ensem-
ble at Greenhouse Theatre, through Oct. 
5. Chuck O’Conner’s parable of a devout 
Catholic family thrown into turmoil by the 
upheaval of America in 1968 is recoutned 
with old-school craftsmanship reminis-
cent of Eugene O’Neill. MSB

native Son, Court Theatre, through Oct. 
19. Nambi E. Kelley’s world premiere adap-
tation of Richard Wright’s landmark novel 
is a taut, powerful and deeply unsettling 
portrait of a young African-American man 
on Chicago’s South Side whose life spirals 
out of control when he commits an ac-
cidental murder. SCM

The whaleship essex, Shattered Globe 
Theatre at Theater Wit, through Oct. 4. 
It’s no fish story in this stylish telling of 
a true early 19th century American whal-
ing tale, the inspiration for Moby Dick. 
Slow at first, it gathers critical mass as 
seamen fight for survival and their souls. 
It’s athletically staged against beautiful 
projected images. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

A Kurt weill Cabaret. Photo by Adam Veness



THEATER REVIEW

Jane Eyre
Playwright: Christina Calvit 
from Charlotte Bronte’s novel
At: Lifeline Theatre, 6912 n. Glenwood Ave.
Tickets: 773-761-4477; 
www.lifelinetheatre.com; $40
Runs through: oct. 26

By JonATHAn ABARBAneL

The novels of the Bronte sisters have served as 
a touchstone for Lifeline Theatre for much of 
its history. The troupe first presented Jane Eyre 
almost 25 years ago, repeated it as the mil-
lennium turned and now approaches it a third 
time with the same experienced adapter (Chris-
tina Calvit) and director (Dorothy Milne). No 
mere revisiting—this Jane Eyre is a complete 
reinvention.
 The last production was a sweeping romance 
with fulsome period costumes, emphasizing 
the slowly percolating love between Jane and 
the brooding lord of the manor, Edward Roch-
ester. The complexities of plot find her at first 
too proud and aware of her lowly position to 
expose herself to his love while he, in turn, 
disfigured by fire, does not wish her to pity 
him.
 In Calvit’s fresh take, love is the least of 
the problems. Jane and Rochester almost 
too quickly embrace the attraction and pas-
sion they seem fated to share, both before 
the devastating fire and afterwards. Allowing 
themselves to be in love is not the issue this 
time, but I’m not certain what is, so unexpect-
edly different and swift-moving is this telling. 
Figures from Jane’s past follow her about in 
ghost-like fashion, perhaps to suggest the bag-
gage we must leave behind to achieve maturity 
and happiness. The tone is Gothic rather than 
Romantic: life is dark until something bright-
ens it, not the other way around.
 This spare, stripped-down production features 

costumes (Jana Anderson) that only hint at the 
early 19th-century setting while also suggest-
ing modern times. The semi-abstract scenic 
design (William Boles) features wooden beams 
and posts that slide or tilt into various con-
figurations, like the ribs of an old barn without 
the walls. Lighting and projections (Kevin D. 
Gawley) do the rest. Calvit’s adaptation cuts 
few characters but definitely short-hands the 
incidents. One scarcely understands that Jane 
is sent at 10 to a boarding school before she is 
18 and engaged as governess at Mr. Rochester’s 

Thornfield Hall.
 To say it is lean, peculiar and not open to 
obvious interpretation is not to say it doesn’t 
work. It works very well, in fact, in part be-
cause those familiar with Jane Eyre will fill in 
the blanks themselves, and in part because it 
sets its own terms from the get-go. Leading 
lady Anu Bhatt crisply holds attention, convey-
ing Jane’s moods with eyes darting or down-

turned as required, and sometimes somehow 
both at once. John Henry Roberts’ Rochester 
is not the usual dark, athletic figure but fare 
and lithe, and yet he easily conveys Rochester’s 
unsettled heart and edginess. As is necessary, 
his Rochester is a man you wouldn’t wish to 
cross. This Jane Eyre suggests the dangers of 
the contemporary world, with ignited passions 
among those dangers.
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Redmoon Theater has teamed with the Chi-
cago Park District and the City of Chicago to 
present The Great Chicago Fire Festival, an 
inaugural theatrical spectacle to celebrate 
the city’s strength and resurgence follow-
ing the Great Fire of 1871. Highlights of 
the event include fireworks, specially built 
houses on the river that will be set ablaze, 
plus celebrity grand marshals Jesse Spencer 
and Taylor Kinney of the NBC drama Chicago 
Fire to commence the performance with a 
“cauldron drop.” 
 The Great Chicago Fire Festival takes place 
along the Chicago River between State 
Street and Columbus Drive on Saturday, Oct. 
4. Activities begin at 3 p.m. with a pre-show 
bazaar along the riverwalk. The cauldron 
drop from river bridges is at 8 p.m., with the 
grand spectacle performance on the Chicago 
River lasting until 9:30 p.m. Admission is 
free; visit www.chicagofirefestival.com.

SPOTLIGHT

Jane eyre. Photo by Suzanne Plunkett

COMMONS

by AMANDA PEET
directed by ROBIN WITT

For Tickets:  
NORTHLIGHT.ORG
847.673.6300 

9501 SKOKIE BOULEVARD,  
SKOKIE IL 
FREE PARKING

NOW PLAYING

MIDWEST PREMIERE

Lusia Strus & 
Linda Kimbrough

“DELICIOUSLY FIERCE.
As mother and daughter, Kimbrough and  

Strus are a MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.”
                     – Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun-Times

“★★★
–CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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written by 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE   

directed by 
barbara gaines

312.595.5600 • chicagoshakes.com

“YANDO IS AMAZING”
–CHICAGO SPLASH

“HIGHLY RECOMMENDED”
–CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

–AROUND THE TOWN CHICAGO

“STUPENDOUS”

“A MUST SEE”
–AROUND THE TOWN CHICAGO

–CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“A TRIUMPH FOR YANDO”

“PASSIONATE”
–NORTHWEST INDIANA TIMES

A TOUR DE FORCE”

 
larry yando in   

http://www.northlight.org
http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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Last Weekend;
Hunted; notes
Over the last decade, the openly gay novel-
ist Tom Dolby has won literary acclaim for his 
queer-themed novels and other writings. He 
now makes his feature debut with Last week-
end. Dolby scripted the movie, and his college 
pal Tom Williams co-directs. Based on Dolby’s 
own privileged upbringing, the story focuses 
on the Labor Day weekend gathering of a dys-
functional family headed by the luminous Pa-
tricia Clarkson as the matriarch Celia Green.

Clarkson headlining a movie—any movie—is 
reason enough to see it but, admittedly, Celia 
(let alone her two disagreeable sons) would try 

the patience of even the most centered of Zen 
Buddhists, let alone an antsy movie audience. 
Celia is a perfectionist, and a bad one—akin 
to Mary Tyler Moore’s WASP control freak Beth 
Jarrett in Ordinary People stacking her cloth 
napkins just so on her dining room table; and 
as finicky as Barbra Streisand insisting with 
complete sincerity in interviews that the flow-
ers outside the windows of her guesthouse be 
color-coordinated with those of the interior 
furnishings. 

Celia’s spacious summer home of brick, wood 
and gorgeous views on Lake Tahoe, where the 
Green clan, gathers is a testament to her per-
fectionism and it is kept in immaculate condi-
tion (with the help of two live-in servants, Hec-
tor and Maria). This fantastic manse—straight 
out of a House Beautiful spread, and filled with 
light, air and comfy couches—is jam-packed 
with bric-a-brac collected over the 30 years, as 
Celia and her seemingly amiable (and very pa-
tient) husband, Malcolm (Chris Mulkey), have 
summered there. It might even live up to Strei-
sand’s standards (it also served as the summer 
house for Elizabeth Taylor’s wealthy family in A 
Place In the Sun), but it doesn’t seem to really 
provide Celia or anyone else much pleasure—
although everyone insists otherwise.

The main drama of the piece actually hinges 
on whether Celia will decide to put the place 
up for sale. “I’m so tired of my life being safe,” 
she complains to the neighboring lesbian cou-
ple (an underused Mary Kay Place and Sheila 
Kelley) but, still, she’s not sure if she should 
sell and leave the past and all its supposedly 
happy memories behind in order to move for-
ward. It’s not a question of money—the family 
is very well off—and though Celia points out 
that neither her cranky younger gay son Theo 
(Keep the Lights On’s Zachary Booth) nor the 
much crankier older, straight Roger (Running 
with Scissors’ Joseph Cross) uses the house of-
ten, they both go batshit when there’s a hint 
that mom might be selling. (It’s clear that dad 
has zero say in the matter.)

There’s no surprise there as these two broth-
ers are perhaps the most ill-humored, argumen-
tative pair of characters one is likely to en-
counter. On arrival for the weekend with their 
respective partners (Theo brings Luke, his lat-
est boyfriend, and Roger brings his girlfriend, 
who Celia openly dislikes), both have immedi-
ately started arguing nonstop with mom and 
it’s immediately clear that these two crabby 
apples didn’t fall far from the carefully pruned 
tree.

Celia’s high-handed control pretty much 
spoils the good time for everyone and both 
Theo and Roger, when they’re not kvetching 
with mother, are going after their partners. 
Nothing seems to stop the bickering for long—
not a couple of life-threatening accidents (in-
volving Theo’s boyfriend and the caretaker), 
the arrival of a TV star (Glee’s Jayma Mays) 
from the show that Theo writes for, the revela-
tion that Roger’s been fired for losing his com-
pany millions of dollars and especially not the 
intrusion of the Green’s brash, nouveau riche 
next-door neighbor (Judith Light, having fun 
with her noxious character). That Clarkson oc-
casionally cuts through the thicket of familial 
tension and offers moments of insight into this 
vacuous woman is once again a testament to 
the powers of this phenomenal actress.

The movie—what with that picture-postcard 
house, scenery and fetching cast as well as 
Clarkson’s carefully worked-out performance—
might be enough to lure folks into theaters for 
this family reunion but be warned: The affluent 
Green family isn’t shy about nattering on and 
on about their rich people’s problems. Be pre-
pared for not just a Last Weekend, but a very 
long one as well. http://lastweekendfilm.com

HBO has long been noted for its shocking, ex-
pose-type documentaries that center on many 
of the social evils besetting America and the 
world at large. The network’s latest, Hunted: 
The war Against Gays in Russia, from Brit-
ish filmmaker Ben Steele (who wrote, shot and 
directed the movie) doesn’t disappoint on that 
score. 

The film, which focuses on the effect of 
Russia’s anti-gay amendment to its infamous 
propaganda law (which was unanimously en-
acted) is like a punch in the stomach—and, 
in the course of the movie, that’s only one of 
the abhorrent behaviors on view. Steele stints 
on nothing as he tags along with a man whose 
main purpose in life is to rid Russia completely 
of gay people; films the threats made to at-
tendees of an LGBT film festival; and interviews 
the head of the Russian Orthodox church who 
espouses zero tolerance for gay people and 
equates (as much of the country does) homo-
sexuality with pedophilia, declaring, “Permit-
ted evil gives rise to more evil”—for starters.

Although homosexuality has been legal in 
Russia for 21 years, the country’s conserva-
tive stance has strengthened over time and it’s 
estimated that only 1 percent of Russia’s gay 
population is out. The anti-gay propaganda 
law has made it open season on Our People. 
In perhaps the most chilling section of the 
film, a vigilante group (Russia’s largest, which 
boasts of chapters in 30 cities) lures an un-
suspecting gay man to an apartment packed 
with gay-bashers ready to humiliate, torture 
and perhaps kill its victim. These disgusting 
incidents—which are called “safaris”—are 
then uploaded to a YouTube-like site that is 
extraordinarily popular. All manner of brutal-
ity toward gay people (and those suspected of 
being so) are not only tolerated but lauded. 
Police intervention in these violent acts is rare 
and prosecutions are rarer still and often get 
overturned.

All of this makes a person like Russian gay 
activist Kiril Aleksandrovich that much more 
of a hero. The simple act of protest against 
the brutality by holding up a sign or passing 
out leaflets on a busy street corner is to invite 
death threats or much worse (as Steele’s film 
demonstrates). As America’s queer community 
makes continued process in its fight for queer 
equality, it’s been sobering to note the steps 
backward that many foreign countries have 
taken when it comes to gay rights (as detailed 
in God Loves Uganda, Call Me Kuchu and The 
Abominable Crime). 

Our community, thanks to many news ac-
counts, has certainly long been aware of Rus-
sia’s deplorable homophobic policies. Now with 
Hunted: The War Against Gays in Russia, we 
have disturbing images that offer proof as well. 
With out actor Matt Bomer narrating, the film 
premieres on HBO on Monday, Oct. 6.  http://
www.hbo.com/#/documentaries/hunted-the-
war-against-gays-in-russia

Film notes:
—John Wojtowicz (the infamous character 

who robbed a bank in Brooklyn in 1972 to get 
money so his lover could have a sex-change 
operation) was immortalized when Al Pacino 
played him in 1975’s Dog Day Afternoon. As 
incredible as the story of the robbery and its 
lively, disparate characters is (and boy, is it 
ever), there is much more to this story than 
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THE MIDWEST PREMIERE OF 

ISAAC’S 
EYE
BY LUCAS HNATH

DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

NOW PLAYING
Performed at 664 Vernon Ave, Glencoe  
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

“[Playwright Lucas] Hnath  
is quickly emerging as  
one of the brightest  

new voices of his generation.”

– The New York Times

FOR TICKETS: WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000
2014/15 SEASON SPONSOR MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSOR CORPORATE SPONSOR BOOKSTORE SERIES SUPPORT

http://www.writerstheatre.org
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By JeRRy nUnn

Academy Award-winning Help actress Octavia 
Spencer has paid her dues in the business. She 
started as a nurse in A Time to Kill that led to 
Bad Santa and Spider-Man. Her television roles 
have included ER, Becker and Ugly Betty.

Recently, she was in the James Brown biopic 
Get on Up as well as Fruitvale Station, which 
is about the last day of shooting victim Oscar 
Grant. Spencer will be in the second install-
ment of the Divergent series next year on the 
big screen.

Steven Spielberg’s television production Red 
Band Society takes place in Los Angeles’ Ocean 
Park Hospital, and it involves a group of pa-
tients checked in for various ailments. Octavia 
Spencer plays Nurse Jackson, who runs the pe-
diatric ward in the series. The patients form a 
bond, wearing red bands.

Windy City Times rang up Spencer to discuss 
the show and her character.

windy City Times: Hi, octavia.
Octavia Spencer: How are you?
wCT: Great. How did you become involved 

with Red Band in the first place?
OS: I have a great team at WME (William Mor-

ris Endeavor). They were fielding requests for 
me to read a lot of stuff. Steven Spielberg is my 
favorite director, so when his name is on any-
thing of course I’m going to take it seriously.

I was really relieved that I absolutely, posi-
tively loved the show. Everything that you 
experienced as a viewer, I experienced as an 
actor reading the material. It’s on the page.

We had a brilliant director in Alphonso 
Gomez-Rejon, who was just nominated for an 
Emmy for American Horror Story and Margaret 
Nagle, who has been nominated for countless 
Emmys actually for Warm Springs and Board-
walk Empire. I just felt very, very lucky to be 
given such amazing material and asked to be 
a part of it.

wCT: what made you want to do a televi-
sion show after so many successful movies?

OS: Well, I’m an actor and I am looking for 
roles where I can continue to evolve, and 
things that are challenging and I gravitated to 
the roles, not necessarily television or film. It 
was the fact that for me the most interesting 
roles have been television.

It was basically just finding a project that 
resonated with me and a group of people that I 
wanted to work with and see every day because 
you also want to like the people that you work 
with. It was a win-win situation for me because 
I have a wonderful relationship with everyone 
over at DreamWorks.

It was not any one thing. It was quite a few 
mitigating circumstances that made me want 
to be a part of this project.

wCT: Do you have a favorite scene on the 
show so far?

OS: Well, the scene that I love from what you 
just saw is where Leo goes to talk to Charlie in 
the coma. It’s just one of the most grown-up. I 
don’t know; it was kind of transforming. I mean 
it didn’t matter what they were talking about, 
what he was saying to him, that it was about 
his illness. I think you could substitute your 
own life or your own circumstances into what 
he was saying. I thought it was just so beauti-
fully done. Charlie Rowe is a young Daniel Day-
Lewis; he was just amazing.

Griffin Gluck, who plays our coma boy … just 
watching his face. It’s really hard to lie still 
and not blink and not move and not twitch. 
Every time you’re in a scene with Griffin, it just 
takes my breath away because he’s just so per-
fectly present, even though he doesn’t say a 
single, solitary word to us.

wCT: i met him at a recent Chicago screen-

ing of the show.
OS: You’re witnessing something, really. I 

call it magic in a bottle, because these kids 
are beautiful, obviously. You can look at them. 
Every last one of them is strikingly gorgeous 
but, there’s so much more about who they are 
as people.

They’re exquisitely talented. I think they’ve 
done an amazing job putting the right people 
in every single, solitary role. I feel like I’m 
getting a front row seat to greatness happen-
ing. You see some talent that are going to be 
around for a while.

wCT: i spoke with wilson Cruz at a red-car-
pet event in Toronto and he told me his char-
acter is gay on Red Band Society. Can you 
talk a bit about the diversity on the show?

OS: Well, it’s definitely one of the most di-
verse series that I’ve seen on television. I 
think that’s wonderful because it’s representa-
tive of the world that we live in. But, I think 
diversity comes in the fact that you have an 
overweight beauty like myself being the lead 
of a show with Latin, Asian, African-American, 
gay, Jewish. I mean it’s very, very representa-
tive and it will continue to be a diverse cast.

Let me tell you something. The hospital is 
one of the most diverse atmospheres that you 
could ever be a part of. I’m glad that all the 
creatives wanted to be truthful to that. I think 
that’s a testament.

Working with Wilson, he’s amazing. He’s an 
amazing talent. I’m having a great time learn-
ing from him and he’s an asset to the show.

wCT: Did you have an interest in being a 
nurse growing up?

OS: I can’t say that it was a part of my fabric, 
no. What appealed to me about the project was 
the fact that it’s a very fresh perspective on 
a show set in hospital, and centered around 
teens. The fact that she was a nurse might have 
been a drawback because I’ve played a nurse 
so many times. But, it’s a special project and 
it actually was the best pilot script that I had 
read. I had been offered so much and I just 
read that one and I just felt a connection to 
the work.

wCT: was some of the show based on real-
life programs at hospitals?

OS: Well, it was amazing to have Margaret 
Nagle as our writer because this is very, very 
much her wheelhouse. She had all of us in con-
tact with either doctors or nurses or just care-
givers that would be able to give us a ground 
floor information that we should know.

I think coming into it I thought I knew a lot 
about hospitals because, again, I’ve played a 
nurse a good many times, but I never played a 
pediatric nurse and didn’t realize that the hos-
pitals are so different, thankfully they are. The 
services that they provide are more than just 
even the sick. I think it’s about giving kids a 
well-rounded atmosphere so that they can con-
tinue to be kids.

We visited several hospitals. This is very 
much like a town center in Los Angeles and 
UCLA. As we’ve been doing promotion for the 
show, we’ve been able to go to several hos-
pitals all over the country. It’s a very unique 
environment and it’s been very life altering 
actually.

wCT: your character softens a bit at the 
end of the pilot episode. what do we learn 
about nurse Jackson as the season progress-
es?

OS: Well, I think that it’s so interesting be-
cause there are so many series regulars on the 
show—largely the teens who are in the hos-
pital. Dave Annable and I are kind of like the 
mom and pop of the situation, with Griffin 
Dunne being the great-uncle. I don’t know how 
much I can tell you except that just like in your 
regular life you’re not one way all the time. 
That would just be so dull.

I think that Nurse Jackson being a woman 
who is taking care of people who have, some 
of them, very serious illnesses, there’s just no 
time for tomfoolery. There’s a lot that you have 
to do and she maintains that type of bravado, 
especially with the patients because you can’t 
give an inch sometimes, because people will 
probably likely try to take a mile.

I think what you’ll learn about her as the 
season progresses is why she chose this line 
of work. You will determine whether or not she 
has a heart of gold or if she has a cold, cold 
heart, I guess. I don’t want to say too much, 
but I think that’s just enough.

Red Band Society runs wednesdays at 8 
p.m. on Fox. 

‘By Women 
for Women’ Oct. 25 
at Joffrey Tower

With the Women’s Action Committee of Cen-
ter on Halsted hosting, “By Women For Women: 
Art-Performance-Engagement” will present the 
Community Leader Awards to Kat Fitzgerald, 
and Vera Washington & Patricia S. McCombs.

The event will take place Saturday, Oct. 25, 
at Joffrey Tower, 10 E. Randolph St., at 6:30 
p.m.

Washington and McCombs, both of whom 
have been inducted into the Chicago Gay & 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, are known for their his-
tory of bringing women together for social 
events in a safe and affirming space. Fitzger-
ald is known and recognized for her presence 
at Chicago events and offering her photogra-
phy services to many LGBTQ organizations and 
businesses, including Windy City Times.

Passes are $70-$105 each; the ticket in-
cludes admission, raffle ticket, cocktails, and 
hors d’oeuvres. Visit https://community.cen-
teronhalsted.org/bywomenforwomen?erid=1
290833&trid=c999e462-baf1-40e3-9b71-de-
ac5808068c.

Big Freedia 
in town Oct. 10
 New Orleans “Queen of Bounce” Big Freedia 
will perform at Concord Music Hall, 2047 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., on Friday, Oct. 10. 
 The New Orleans City Council declared Aug. 
21 “Big Freedia Day.” In addition, the Fuse re-
ality-television star’s show, Big Freedia: Queen 
of Bounce, has recently been renewed for a 
third season. 
 Tickets are available in advance for $18.

NUNN ON ONE: TELEVISION

Octavia Spencer:
‘Red’ is the new black

Oct. 1, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 17

octavia Spencer in Red Band Society. Photo 
by Michael Becker

RIVER NORTH DANCE CHICAGO
Frank Chaves
Artistic Director

“Performed with a 
rip-your-heart-out 
rawness…Explosive.” 
–SeeChicagoDance.com

ONE WEEKEND ONLY!

TICKETS: $35 - $70
312.334.7777 
RiverNorthChicago.com
HarrisTheaterChicago.org

205 E. Randolph Drive

25TH ANNIVERSARY FALL ENGAGEMENT

Friday, October 10 at 8pm
Saturday, October 11 at 8pm

http://www.rivernorthchicago.com
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By AnDRew DAViS

River Roast (315 N. LaSalle St.; http://www.
riverroastchicago.com/) has a lot to live up to.
 For starters, it’s in the spot that Fulton’s on 
the River occupied—a restaurant that so im-
pressed this diner and his friend that the ba-
nana cream pie literally brought a tear to the 
eye of said dining companion. Also, would the 
team of award-winning chefs Tony Mantuano 
and John Hogan be able to bring the goods?
 Well, let me answer that question—it’s an 
emphatic “yes.” Judging by the fare a friend 
and I had at a recent brunch/media visit, pa-
trons can return to this address and know that 
they’re going to enjoy some delicious fare.
 However, people may be in for a jolt when 
they enter River Roast. The large space has 
been substantially renovated, as evidenced by 
the large cow at the window. Patrons then go 
downstairs to the main restaurant space (There 
are a bar and tables upstairs as well.)
 We chose to eat outside—and it turned out 
to be a wise move, as it was a gorgeous day. 
The riverside view is a huge plus for this res-
taurant, and the move to have a live band (in 
this case, Toronzo Cannon’s uptempo blues) 

was a smart move.
 My friend and I, of course, started with 
drinks. She had a refreshing concoction called 
a Book Club (which a menu stated was served 
with wine, citrus—and gossip) while I tried a 
beer/mimosa mix called, fittingly, a beermosa. 
The server, Alex, said he would drink the beer-
mosa if I didn’t love it—and, well, he had some 
alcohol that day. It was the only misstep for 
me, but I’m also not a beer person. I then had 
the Punch (Brugal rum, brandy and citrus), 
which was much better for me. BTW, the drinks 
also featured oversized ice cubes—which are 
cool (no pun intended) to look at; however, it 
also means there’s less of the actual drink to 
savor.
 As for food, we started with the foie and duck 
terrine (an appetizer from the “Bites & Boards” 
section of the menu), which I absolutely loved. 
(Actually, we started with the lobster terrine, 
which the server mistakenly ordered for us. 
It was also delicious—complete with a huge 
piece of lobster in the middle.)
 I then had a dish I’d never tasted: Scotch 
egg. River Roast’s egg involves a soft-boiled 
egg (as opposed to the usual hard-boiled ver-
sion) surrounded by sausage and a fried exteri-
or. This dish was a winner for me, and the pick-
led mustard seed on the side only enhanced 

the tastiness. The shrimp and grits also worked 
for me; the grits were a different texture than 
this Southern guy grew up with—but that’s not 
necessarily a bad thing. The very smooth grits 
and the moderately spicy shrimp made for a 
more-than-solid mix.
 One of my favorite dishes during the meal 
was the rabbit and waffles. If somehow you can 
get over the fact that it’s rabbit (which would 
affect some people I know), you’re in for an 
exquisite treat. The waffles were good, but the 
rabbit was extremely flavorful. I would return 
for that dish alone.

 

But the real reason to go to River Roast in-
volves, well, its signature roasts—fish, whole 
chicken or roast beef—that a staff member 
carves at your table. We opted with the roast 
chicken, and were rewarded with possibly the 
most succulent pieces of the bird that I’ve had 
in Chicago. The smokiness of the chicken only 
added to the experience.
 While there weren’t tears of joy at River 
Roast, there were more than enough smiles to 
highly recommend this restaurant.
 Now only if River Roast had a dance floor for 
the live music...

WEEkLy DiNiNG GUiDE iN 
theDISH

River Roast

Lobster terrine at River Roast. Photo by Lisa Taylor

CLeanInG serVICes
CHeSTnUT CLeAninG SeRViCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

entertaInment
BAGPiPeR(S) FoR HiRe! Need a bagpiper? Or two? 
Experienced pipers available for your next outing. 
Weddings, festivities, funerals or other events. Email 
now for availablity and rates! piperalice@comcast.
net britishhistoryfreak@yahoo.com (10/1/14-4)

HeLp WanteD
***DRiVeRS wAnTeD ASAP***on-THe-SPoT inTeR-
ViewS*** MV Transportation, Inc. is hosting a JOB 
FAIR and is conducting on the spot interviews for driv-
ers. If you like having the freedom behind the wheel 
and enjoy helping others this is the job for you!! We 
want to hire 20 drivers this week - do not delay, we are 
hiring motivated people immediately. Our bus drivers 
service the City of Chicago and surrounding communi-
ties. We pay $12.50/hour for weekdays and $13.00/
hour weekends. There is DAILY TAKE HOME PAY TOO!!! 
All passenger fares that you collect you keep - you 
take the money home with you each night. We of-
fer medical, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, 
paid sick time, paid vacation time and provide YEAR 
‘ROUND WORK!! This job starts immediately. A class “C” 
CDL with passenger endorsement is requried for this 
job but we provide the training for you to obtain a CDL 
if you do not already have one. Must be 21+. Apply in 
person at: MV Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. Gross Point 
Road Niles, IL 60714 773-467-2455 Apply on-line at: 
www.chicagobusdriverjobs.com We are easily acces-
sible by the PACE 290 bus and the CTA 85A bus. We 
want to put YOU to work!! Come in and apply today!! 
MV Transportation, inc. provides equal employment 
and affirmative action opportunities to minorities, 
females, veterans, and disabled individuals, as well 
as other protected groups. (10/8/14-4)

Home ImproVement
MAKe yoUR HoMe LooK FABULoUS! Fix-up your home 
before the holiday season.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom. “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com   (10/14/15-56)

GAy owneD AnD oPeRATeD FoR oVeR 35 yeARS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

LeGaL serVICes

PATHwAyS iMMiGRATion LAw LLP. Amy Stern & Bren-
da Treml, Attorneys & Co-founders. Amy and Brenda 
are former officers for USCIS (formerly INS) with over 
20 years combined experience in immigration law.  
Their mission is to be the strongest advocates to gain 
the best possible results for your immigration case.  
They are also committed to relieving the stress sur-
rounding the immigration process by communicat-
ing openly, honestly, respectfully, and compassion-
ately. www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / info@
pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / (312)-626-1880 
(11/26/14-13)

massaGe
FiRST-CLASS ASiAn MALe MASSeUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

spIrItUaLIty

WeDDInG serVICes

WInDoW treatments
wonDeRinG wHAT To Do wiTH THoSe winDowS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (12/10/14-13)

GAy owneD AnD oPeRATeD FoR oVeR 35 yeARS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

HOUSES FOR SALE
ReHABBeR’S DReAM/GReAT neiGHBoRHooD! Look-
ing for a fixer-upper in the one of the best neigh-
borhoods in Chicago? Home is solid, 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, with full attic, dry basement,with great schools, 
park, exercise path. With your ideas and some sweat 
equity, this home makes a great investment. Lots of 
opportunity for easy expansion! $350,000. More info, 
please email fergie43058@comcast.net. Thanks! 
(9/24/14-2)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

2BeD/1BATH MoDeRn w/VinTAGe CHARM 3606 N. 
Pine Grove: $1750/Mth or $1700/2yr Unique top floor 
unit in secure courtyard building. Large equal sized 
bedrooms, new kitchen w/stainless GE appliances, fin-
ished concrete floors, walk-in closet, Laundry in build-
ing, Rooftop deck. Rent incl. heat, gas, and basic 
cable. email for pictures. Avail immediately Larisa 
(312) 371-2848 larisae1@gmail.com (10/8/14-2)
  
APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE 
BEDROOM

RenoVATeD 3 BR/2 BTH APARTMenT 855 W. Margate 
Terrace. Gorgeous 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 bath reno-
vated apartment in attractive 3 unit building. Apart-
ment features two sunrooms, large living room, dining 
room, new appliances, and A/C. $1900 includes heat & 
water. Chad Johnson, 312-720-3136 or cjohnson@
hallmark-johnson.com (10/1/14-4)

COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE
2,000-3,000 SQ FT in eDGewATeR on BUSy BRyn 
MAwR, walking distance to L, Outer Drive express 
bus, beach, park. Ideal for retail/office. High visibil-
ity, heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic in densely 
populated neighborhood with community feel. Family 
owned building. (773) 443-4945  (10/8/14-4)

REAL ESTATE

/windycitymediagroup @windycitytimes1



By SARAH ToCe

Robin Tyler was the first woman to marry her 
same-sex partner, Diane Olson, in Los Angeles 
in 2008. She has been coined a “lesbian femi-
nist” by the media throughout the years; a vi-
sionary breaking new ground to aid in the LGBT 
community’s expansive pursuit of equality. Ty-
ler also produced of the West Coast Women’s 
Music and Comedy Festival—a trans-inclusive 
women’s weekend that began out of the de-
sire to do things differently. Instead of cast-
ing out transgender individuals, they welcomed 
them—arms outstretched and wide.

One volunteer, Lenny Earl, began his jour-
ney as a self-professed dyke at the West Coast 
Women’s Music and Comedy Festival and ended 
it as a transitioning forward toward male.

“Lenny started working for the festival 
when she was very young. After the festivals 
stopped, she worked and lived with us here at 
our home. During all of this time, she never 
discussed ‘transitioning’ or feeling she was in 
the ‘wrong body.’ However, a few years after she 
moved out, she came to talk to me. Her voice 
had deepened, so I thought she had a cold. 
But he said he had begun the process of tran-
sitioning,” Tyler told Windy City Times. “Lenny 
is one of the nicest, sweetest people I know. I 
suppose I feel like a parent to him.”

windy City Times: At what age did you be-
gin volunteering for the west Coast women’s 
Music and Comedy Festival?

Lenny Earl: My first year volunteering at the 
festival was at the age of 22. I have to say that 
I never identified as lesbian—in most cases I 
identified as a dyke.

wCT: Can you give us an experience or two 
to illustrate what the festival was like in the 
early days?

LE: The experience of working at the festival, 
even in a voluntary capacity, was absolutely 
awesome. I say awesome in the strictest sense 
of the word; I had never worked in an environ-
ment before that was so remarkable in the areas 
of teamwork, and for me personally, stretching 
limits in finding new skills, talents or interests. 
I had never before or since, worked a job with 
that large a scope. I mean, to build most of 
the infrastructure for a weekend-long event is 
something that happens from time to time on 
a commercial level, but never had I envisioned 
being part of a team that built a temporary 
city and then tore it back down and return that 
land to nature in 12 to 14 days. 

When I take into consideration that the 150 
or so volunteers, for the most part, came from 
different walks of life where they held different 
jobs in different industries, and we all commu-
nicated so well together that we were able to 
make the festivals happen is still remarkable to 
me. In most cases, I don’t know what jobs the 
other women had outside of the festival world. 
I think that was because it didn’t really mat-
ter, as this was also a learning environment. 
You didn’t have to have theater lighting expe-
rience to work on the lighting and stage crew. 
You may not have ever swung a hammer before 
coming to the festival, but we would still take 
you on the carpentry crew. For instance, I had 
absolutely no experience in waste manage-
ment. The second year volunteering for the fes-
tival, I found myself volunteering for the trash 
crew mainly because there was a beautiful dyke 
heading that crew! Who would have known or 
guessed that 15 years later I would find my-
self following that path as a site sustainability 
manager? But, it happened. From my perspec-
tive as an operations manager, something I’ve 
been doing for the last 15 years, I am in awe 
as to what kind of faith and trust the producer 
must have that first year when she decided 
that the festival was going to be built by wom-

en and for women, oh and in some cases, by 
volunteers as well!

wCT: what was it like leaving the city for 
the country to work at the festival for the 
weekend?

LE: Let me give you an idea of what I still see 
in my mind’s eye when I’m asked about the ex-
periences at the West Coast Women’s Music and 
Comedy Festival. I was raised as a city kid, so 
the drive from the L.A. area up to Yosemite, the 
Groveland area specifically, was a long, isolat-
ing drive. I think that was necessary, because 
that drive for me represented leaving a lot of 
what I didn’t like about my daily life down in 
the city. 

As the road wound up the mountain, the 
trees started to get bigger and I started to feel 
smaller. The winds that you couldn’t really hear 
on the forest floor, and certainly not in the 
city, eventually ended up being a sound that 
could easily be mistaken for a person speaking 
when you stood at certain spots on the land. 
After taking the right fork and traveling a short 
distance, you could look down and see … the 
first glimpse of the land from the front gate 
was a large rolling Meadow punctuated by a 
few buildings that indicated that the land was 
used as a camp when it wasn’t being used for 
our purposes. It was quiet, and peaceful, and 
didn’t feel lonely at all. In fact it was very wel-
coming, almost as if we were a visitor that it 
was expecting and had prepared for! 

wCT: what was a typical day like for you 
during this time? 

LE: Throughout the course of the next four 
days, if you had a time-lapse camera, you’d 
probably see a group of anywhere between 30 
and up to 150 women dispatching to different 
areas of that meadow early in the morning, af-
ter breakfast. Just like magic, you’d see tents 
go up, and in the clearing you’d notice some-
thing that looked like a box. It would eventu-
ally grow into the main stage, complete with 
the lights in the sound booth and lots and lots 
of chairs. You would hear generators humming, 
and every once in a while you’d see a golf cart 
scoot from one spot in the camp to another 
[that was Robin Tyler].

I remember watching the different areas at 
work, no two areas functioned the same and 
it reminded me of a bee hive. The energy was 
that intense, everybody moved with purpose 
and after a day or two of feeling out the heart-
beat of the operation, everyone seemed to fall 
into sync and it was a ballet of sorts. At the 
end of the day, you’d see those workers return-
ing to the dining hall, hot and tired and dusty 
(in all the wrong places), their faces would be 
sweat-stained, some would have bandannas on 
their head to pull their hair back—some didn’t 
have much hair to speak of. All seemed to 
carry a little bit of the land on their clothing, 
although most took advantage of the lack of 
judgmental, prying eyes that we got too used 
to in the city, and had worked shirtless most of 
the day, and they had tans/sunburns to show 
for it! They all wore the smile of a long, hard 
and good day of work … and a huge feeling of 
accomplishment!

wCT: How did you all get along outside of 
the ritual of setting up shop?

LE: It seemed like every night after dinner, 
after the cleanup from dinner, and after the 
well-deserved showers, we all tended to meet 
back in the dining hall. We’d hang out, tell 
the stories of the day, explore the crushes that 
would inevitably develop, and just generally 
enjoyed each other’s company. I remember a 
night or two we had a theme night, the one 
I remember fondly is the “formal” night. We’d 
find women dressed up in everything from god-
dess gowns to jeans and ropers, to uniforms 
and leather attire. We’d dance, we’d enjoy rec-

ognition of certain areas that may have experi-
enced a need for “innovative” problem-solving 
throughout the day; sometimes we would roast 
somebody. I think to sum up this experience 
I would say that we celebrated everything. 
We celebrated being together, we celebrated 
putting together something that was so much 
larger than any individual, and we celebrated 
being who we were, because we were allowed 
to be who we were.

wCT: How long did you work at the west 
Coast women’s Music and Comedy Festival?

LE: My first two years working was on a 
work exchange program. The two years that 
followed, I had the awesome experience of 
working for Robin during the off-season, and 
having the chance to see the production de-
velop from the early stages of establishing the 
contracts and viewing the demo tapes. During 
those years, once we arrived on the land, I held 
the responsibility for Central Central, the entity 
that sort of kept things on track as the festival 
progressed.

wCT: Did you have thoughts of transi-
tioning into your authentic self during this 
time?

LE: My experience at the festival was an in-
teresting one. I got to see so many different 
types of women, I was able to experience the 
energies of those different women, and there 
were definite differences in energy from one 
woman to another. I did notice an attraction to 
some energies over other energies, and chalked 
that up to an experience in diversity than I 
knew I wouldn’t be able to find any place else. 
What I didn’t realize at that point in time was 
that this environment was overwhelmingly 
nonjudgmental. To me, that meant that I could 
be whoever and whatever I felt comfortable 
being. I didn’t have to justify myself or any-
thing about me. This was also the first experi-
ence I’d had interacting with a trans person. At 
this point in my life, the idea of transitioning 
was very new to me. And frankly, with the fes-
tival experiences being so predominant in my 
world, I didn’t really feel the need to pursue 
transitioning. I think the level of acceptance I 
experienced in the festival setting really had a 
lot to do with me feeling comfortable with how 
I presented to others at that time.

wCT: when did you decide it was time to 
transition?

LE: My last festival was in 1995, and that 
was the last of the West Coast Women’s Music 
and Comedy Festival productions. I would have 
to fast-forward to 1997, as that was the point 
in time where I met the first FTM in my life. I 
was in shock, because I had roomed with this 
fellow for about three months before I real-
ized that he was FTM. Up until that point, and 
going back as far as 1980, I always regarded 
myself as somebody who was not female, but 
also somebody who is obviously not male. I felt 
that I was something in between, akin to the 
bisexual of the gender world. But it took about 
two years for me to realize that there need not 

be a choice between male and female. Once I 
was introduced to the concept of female to-
ward male, I realized that’s where I stood. That 
is where I am most comfortable because I do 
not feel a need to, in a sense, divorce myself 
from the female aspect of my being, as that 
is a strength of my person. At the same time, 
I want to feel comfortable in my body, and in 
how the majority of society regards me.

wCT: How were you treated during the fes-
tival by the founders?

LE: My experience with the West Coast Wom-
en’s Music and Comedy Festival was remark-
able, in all respects. The environment was all-
inclusive, and I don’t ever remember a feeling 
of needing to conform to anything that was 
not of my own choosing. I would say that the 
sentiment around the festival environment was 
acceptance. If you are into leather, a practicing 
Wiccan, with children (male or female), clean 
and sober, bisexual, asexual, trans, it was all 
okay. 

From a personal perspective, Robin accepted 
me in the same breath that I told her of my 
plans to transition. In fact, about two years 
after I started the transition, I went to visit 
her. It took her about 10 minutes to tell me 
that I was the same Lenny I always had been. 
Yes, maybe a little more facial hair than before, 
and a deeper voice, but the same energy.

wCT: Having since transitioned, would you 
consider returning as a volunteer?

LE: I would certainly consider returning to 
the West Coast Women’s Music and Comedy 
Festival if it were ever to happen again. I’d 
have no reason to expect a different level of 
acceptance now as compared to what I had ex-
perienced years ago. I don’t think the producer 
would have any problem accepting me as a 
volunteer, and I think for that reason, the Fes-
ties and my coworkers also would not have a 
problem working with me. And this is not wish-
ful thinking, because I’d seen just that occur 
at the West Coast Women’s Music and Comedy 
Festival in the last few years of its production.

wCT: Do you have any thoughts regarding 
the current state of Michfest as it pertains 
to transgender individuals?

LE: I have specifically stayed away from the 
Michigan Festival due to the perceived politics 
of the festival. The difficulties and negative 
press that the festival has received of late re-
garding trans individuals is similar, I think, to 
the difficulties and negative underground press 
that the festival received years earlier with re-
gard to the leather individuals. My experience 
of festivals, although exclusive to one produc-
tion, has been one of inclusiveness and accep-
tance. I don’t think I’d want to chance marring 
that experience.

Lenny earl. Photo courtesy of earl

Forward-toward male
volunteer Lenny Earl
on festivals, transition
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director Sidney Lumet’s masterpiece re-
vealed. 

In Allison Berg and Frank Keraudren’s 
documentary The Dog, we get the whole 
enchilada. Wojtowicz narrates his own 
improbable tale and fueled by this queer 
Scheherazade, whose legacy is both out-
rageous and pathetic, The Dog is as en-
tertaining as its central subject. (Read my 
complete review in the 8-20-14 issue of 
WCT.) The film is having its Chicago the-
atrical premiere at Facets Cinematheque, 
1517 W. Fullerton Ave., on Oct. 3-9. 
http://facets.org/cinematheque/films/
oct2014/the-dog.php

—The 50th anniversary of the Chicago 
international Film Festival is being cel-
ebrated as the fest plays Oct. 9-23. The 
lineup has much to offer queer film fans 
with everything from a screening of the 
George Cukor 1954 classic A Star Is Born 
with Judy Garland and James Mason to the 
Chicago premiere of The Imitation Game 
with Benedict Cumberbatch as queer icon 
Alan Turing as two prominent examples. 
I’ll have a more detailed look at the fest 
in next week’s column.  http://www.chica-
gofilmfestival.com/

MOVIES from page 16
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Wed., Oct. 1
Trans youth Resources and Advocacy 

youth Drop-in Center Every Wednesday, 
safe, confidential place for transgender 
people between the ages of 14 to 24. Meet 
other youth who also identify as transgen-
der, or are questioning their gender iden-
tity. Free food, snacks and refreshments, 
music, peer support, adult supervision, re-
ferrals and education.   5:00pm - 7:00pm   
Broadway Youth Center,  615 W Wellington 
Ave.,  http://www.genderadvocates.org/
Tyra/TYRADropIn.html

American women Rebuilding France 
1917-1924 Documents the work of 
hundreds of American women who left 
comfortable lives in the US to volunteer 
humanitarian service in France during and 
after the WWII. Through Saturday, Jan. 3, 
2015  12:00pm   Newberry Library  60 W 
Walton St Chicago  http://www.newberry.
org/09172014-american-women-rebuild-
ing-france-1917-1924

Heartland Alliance’s Annual Pub Quiz 
Against Poverty Trivia, appetizers, drinks, 
prizes to raise funds for Heartland Al-
liance’s policy and advocacy efforts.   
6:00pm   2909 N. Sheffield, Lakeview  
http://www.heartlandalliance.org

orientation and Career Fair Chicago 
Women in Trades (CWIT) offers free con-
struction classes for women.  6:00pm   
2444 West 16th St., Chicago  312-942-
1444  https://www.facebook.com/
events/1483513178572302/

The Gay Agenda party and fundraiser Mary 
Morten and Jim Bennett launch their new 
Chicago-based production company, Fo-
cused Media, LLC, by celebrating the sec-
ond season of their most popular project, 
The Gay Agenda, with a party.   6:00pm - 
8:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chi-
cago  http://www.thegayagendalive.com

elaine Soloway, author Green Nails and 
Other Acts of Rebellion: Life After Loss 
launch party  7:00pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

La Roux Androgynous English synthpop 
singer will perform with Midnight Magic. 
$28  7:00pm   Concord Music Hall  2047 
N. Milwaukee Chicago  Tickets: http://

www.clubtix.com/concordmusichall/
la-roux-at-concord-music-hall-tickets-
305785?p=14511

Paloma Faith Multiplatinum UK superstar 
on tour celebrating the release of her up-
coming new album, A Perfect Contradic-
tion. $17.50   7:30pm   Park West Chicago  
322 W Armitage Ave Chicago  http://palo-
mafaith.com  Tickets: http://jamusa.com/
park-west/

Thursday, Oct. 2 
Dining out for equality benefits equality 

illinois Eat dinner at one of the restau-
rants listed at the link and a portion of 
the evening’s sales will support advocacy 
work for LGBT equality.  6:00pm   Various 
locations  http://www.equalityillinois.us/
wp-content/uploads/2013/04/RELEASE_
Dining-Out-For-Equality-and-Legacy-
Walk_10-4-12.pdf

American Veterans for equal Rights 
monthly meeting All veterans and those 
interested in veteran issues and activities 
are welcome.  7:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  773-472-6469  
http://www.averchicago.com

Classics of women’s literature Woman at 
Point Zero by Nawal El Saadawi   7:15pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 N 
Clark St Chicago  http://www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com

eula Biss, author on immunity: An inocu-
lation Why do we fear vaccines? A pro-
vocative examination by Eula Biss, the au-
thor of Notes from No Man’s Land, winner 
of the National Book Critics Circle Award  
7:30pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St Chicago  http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Lafs Riot One-night only improv and sketch 
comedy show.   8:00pm - 12:00am   The 
Public House Theatre  3914 N. Clark St. 
Chicago  http://www.lifeisafunnyscene.
com/kaype-productions-presents-lafs-
riot/#more-4861

Friday, Oct. 3
witches Among Us New American Folk 

Theatre presents the new musical by 
Rick Karlin & Scott Free. Friday nights 
at 7:30pm through Nov. 7  7:30am   The 

Call (Chicago)  1547 W Bryn Mawr Chica-
go  http://www.newamericanfolktheatre.
org/#!season-of-the-witch/c4uz

College of DuPage Pride Alliance Speaker 
Series Karlie Johnson, Eve Alliance Presi-
dent on Domestic Violence and Sexual As-
sault   12:00pm - 1:00pm   BIC 3245, 425 
Fawell Blvd., College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn  
http://www.facebook.com/CODPrideAl-
liance 

Cornelia Arts Building october open Stu-
dios Jason Messinger and over 40 of the 
building’s residents and guest artists cel-
ebrate Chicago Artist’s Month. Messinger 
will feature new artwork and special guest 
artist Joey Wozniak.  6:00pm - 10:00pm   
The Cornelia Arts Building, 1800 West Cor-
nelia, Chicago  http://CorneliaArtsBuild-
ing.com 

Judas Priest Redeemer of Souls Tour 2014  
7:30pm   The Venue at Horseshoe Casino  
777 Casino Center Dr Hammond, IN 46320  
Tickets: http://www.ChicagoHorseshoe.
com

Bible Bingo & Late nite Catechism Bible 
Bingo is a comedy about the Catholic cul-
ture of fundraising and bingo, featuring 
the character, Mrs. Mary Margaret O’Brien, 
a former nun who now heads a fictitious 
archdiocese fundraising department. 
Now in its 21st year in Chicago.  8:00pm   
Royal George Theatre  1641 N Halsted 
St Chicago  312-988-9000  http://www.
latenitecatechism.info  Tickets: http://
www.latenitecatechism.info

or Chadash Shabbat Service with the Chi-
cagoland synagogue serving LGBT Jews, 
their families, friends and loved ones. 
Membership is open to everyone.  8:00pm   
Congregation Or Chadash at Emanuel Con-
gregation  5959 N Sheridan Rd Chicago  
http://OrChadash.org

Saturday, Oct. 4
Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance, 

Chicago-area GLBT Chapter Specifically 
founded to meet the needs of the Chica-
go-area GLBT community with mood dis-
orders or other significant psychological 
conditions, as well as their friends, part-
ners, and family members. Free. No RSVP 
needed.  11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

Fitness training Chicago Gay Hockey As-
sociation off-ice workout training classes 
every Saturday each week. Free to mem-
bers. $5 for non-members  1:00pm   Ur-
ban Athlete, 4437 N. Ravenswood Ave., 
Chicago  http://chicagogayhockey.org/
calendar/

3rd Annual operation: Do Ask, Do Tell A 
symposium for LGBT Veterans, Active Duty 

Service Members, families, friends and 
health care providers focusing on health 
needs and resources. Kristin Beck, trans-
gender Navy Seal and LGBTQ civil rights 
activist, is keynote speaker. Northeast-
ern Illinois University   8:30pm - 3:30pm   
Hines Veterans Administration Hospital 
auditorium, Bldg 9, 5000 S. 5th Ave., 
Hines, IL  Tickets: https://www.facebook.
com/events/742484089151147/

CAKe Chicago’s eightth Anniversary Show 
Come for the beer, stay for the queer. 
Celebrate 8 years of this queer musical 
showcase, featuring Marcus Waller, The 
Hybrids and Ripley Caine & the Full Moon.   
9:00pm - 1:00am   The Red Line Tap  7006 
N Glenwood Chicago  http://facebook.
com/cakechicago

Vaudezilla: Peepshow Creepshow Weekly 
cabaret. $20.  10:30pm   Stage 773  1225 
W Belmont Chicago  http://redhotannie.
com/

Sunday, Oct. 5
She100’s inaugural Grants Presentation 

Ceremony She100 was founded in 2013 
for LGBTQ women supporting charitable, 
philanthropic and community endeavors 
in Chicago.   3:00pm - 5:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
she100.org

open Photo Shoot for the noH8 Campaign 
Come camera ready, wear plain white shirt, 

pose and make a statement. Fee $40 group 
or $2 per person, cash and major credit 
cards only. Fees cover processing for one 
retouched digital image (made available 
online only). No RSVP to attend, photos 
are first come, first served. Celebrity pho-
tographer Adam Bouska will be working 
around the clock.  4:00pm - 7:00pm   City 
Center, Great Room 1, 172 W Adams St., 
Chicago  http://www.noh8campaign.com/
event/open-photo-shoot-in-chicago-il-1

The Alliance Brunch: Remembering our 
Past. in The Present. For our Future. Il-
linois Safe Schools Alliance invites allies 
and supporters to celebrate the ongoing 
expansion of the Alliance’s work through-
out all of Illinois, promoting safety, sup-
port and healthy development for LGBTQ 
youth, in Illinois schools and communi-
ties. Brunch, awards, a silent auction and 
drinks for the 21+ crowd.  11:30pm   Sid-
ney R. Yates Gallery, Chicago Cultural Cen-
ter, 78 E. Washington Blvd. Chicago  www.
illinoissafeschools.org

Tuesday, Oct. 7
David Bowie is The first retrospective of 

the extraordinary career of David Bowie-
one of the most pioneering and influential 
performers of our time. More than 400 ob-
jects from the David Bowie Archive. $25. 
Through Jan. 4, 2015  12:00pm   Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MCA)  220 East Chi-
cago Ave Chicago  312-397-4068  Tickets: 
http://www2.mcachicago.org/exhibition/
david-bowie-is 

Bi discussion group Every other Tuesday, 
chat about upcoming bisexual events, 
concerns, and answer each other’s ques-
tions about the community. Soft drinks, 
water are provided by the Center, or bring 
anything else you’d like to share, wheth-
er it’s snacks or a good book!  7:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted Chicago  http://www.centeron-
halsted.org

Wed., Oct. 8
American women Rebuilding France 

1917-1924 Documents the work of 
hundreds of American women who left 
comfortable lives in the US to volunteer 
humanitarian service in France during and 
after the WWII. Through Saturday, Jan. 3, 
2015  12:00pm   Newberry Library  60 W 
Walton St Chicago  http://www.newberry.
org/09172014-american-women-rebuild-
ing-france-1917-1924

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of
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BECK AND CALL

Kristin Beck will be the 
keynote speaker at the 
third annual “Do Ask, Do 
Tell” symposium.
Photo by Christy Borjes

Saturday, Oct. 4

BOOK REVIEW

Lincoln Avenue:
Chicago Stories
by Gregg Shapiro
$14.95; Squares &
Rebels Press; 91 pages
By MATT SiMoneTTe
 
The main character in “Lunch with a Porn Star,” 
a short story included in author Gregg Shap-
iro’s new collection, Lincoln Avenue: Chicago 
Stories, encounters adult-film legend Billy Bigg 
several times, first on the El, then a few times 
at a Loop lunch spot.

“When his naked face and body began ap-
pearing in all-male porno magazines and mov-
ies, the story was that although he made mov-
ies in L.A. and New York, he actually lived at 
home with his parents,” he says.

That Bigg—whom the narrator, a recovering 
porn addict, idolizes—still lives at home with 
the folks won’t come as any surprise within the 
context of Lincoln Avenue. Most of Shapiro’s 
characters here are trying to navigate the dif-
ficulties of being young, gay and horny in the 
late ‘70s and early ‘80s, at an age where they 
still feel intense burning from the proverbial 
home fires.

Shapiro, an entertainment journalist and 
poet now based in Florida, is a native of the 
Chicago area, and his collection is set mainly 
in the city’s suburbs and its North Side. Many 

of the stories are culled from other anthologies 
and publications such as Christopher Street.

Suburban teens of Shapiro’s generation of-
ten defined themselves by what they drove, 
or, more precisely, what their parents used to 
drive. When the family car needed an upgrade, 
and no longer had any measureable Blue Book 
value, it was given over to the oldest teenager. 
Shapiro bookends Lincoln Avenue with two 
second-person stories, “Your Father’s Car” and 
“Your Mother’s Car,” both testimonials to the 
anticipation that precedes an evening of men, 
dancing and, of course, sex. Many of these sto-
ries are about the anxiety of anticipation more 
than anything else—the Billy Bigg story ends 
just as the narrator sits down to lunch with 
him. Shapiro doesn’t ruin the build-up with 
lunch conversation that likely was about work 
and living at home.

Indeed, most of Shapiro’s tales are tied to-
gether thematically by cars, as the characters 
cruise the streets on their way to cruise for 
something else. In the title story, a young man 
named Andrew recounts a slow ride down Lin-
coln Avenue as his bad-boy boyfriend, whose 
name dots the bathroom walls at his neighbor-
hood IHOP, takes him for a tryst at a shack-up 
motel. It’s appropriate that Shapiro chose that 
street—stretching from the ‘burbs these char-
acters grew up in to the parts of the city where 
they would have begun to come of age as gay 
men—as the title to his collection.

Although mothers and fathers—especially 
the former—play important roles throughout 

Lincoln Avenue: Chicago Stories, Shapiro large-
ly spares us clichéd dramas of familial coming 
out revelations. The parents he introduces us 
to are self-absorbed and dotty, such as one 
mother who sublimates her own fascination 
with Marilyn Monroe through her gay son, but 
they also are vaguely aware of changing times 
and mores. Shapiro offers stark contrast to this 
in “Like Family,” a brutal account of a neigh-

bor’s abuse at the hands of her parents. 
Readers living in Chicago and its environs in 

the ‘70s and ‘80s will find much they recog-
nize as characters wander past the Gold Coast 
Bar or take in the midnight showing of The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. For other readers, 
Lincoln Avenue: Chicago Stories offers compel-
ling glimpses of a time before hookups were 
the province of Grindr and Scruff, when men 
met in bars reeking of smoke, beer and Aramis. 
Although Shapiro does set a few of his stories 
in contemporary times, Lincoln Avenue is ulti-
mately a loving tribute to gay Chicago as it will 
never be again.

Shapiro will read from and speak about 
Lincoln Avenue: Chicago Stories, on Sunday, 
oct. 5, at women & Children First Bookstore, 
5233 n. Clark St.

La Roux here Oct. 1
 On Wed., Oct. 1, English Synthpop act La 
Roux (best known for the pop hit “Bullet-
proof”) will perform in Chicago with Midnight 
Magic at Concord Music Hall, 2047 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. 
 La Roux’s latest CD, Trouble in Paradise, was 
released on Cherrytree/Interscope Records July 
22. 
 Tickets are available in advance for $28; 
doors open at 7 p.m. and the show is open to 
all ages. 
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By JeRRy nUnn

Tyra Banks is back with cycle 21 of her hit show 
America’s Next Top Model. Miss J and Kelly Cu-
trone both have returned as judges from the 
past and there’s a new kid on the block with 
mentor Yu Tsai. Not only does he guest-judge 
on the panel at times but is the photo shoot 
creative consultant.

This openly gay photographer with an eye 
for the extraordinary has launched the careers 
of supermodels such as Kate Upton and Ales-
sandra Ambrosia. He’s photographed celebri-
ties like Zooey Deschanel, Anne Hathaway and 
Ryan Gosling. He’s been featured in magazines 
including Marie Claire, Harper’s Baazar, and 
Vogue Japan.

WCT called the opinionated Tsai to go behind 
the scenes of his life and journey to Top Model.

windy City Times: Hi, yu. Let’s go over 
your history. your family is from Taiwan?

Yu Tsai: Yes, I always say I was made in Tai-
wan but bred in the U.S. I grew up in Indiana. 
I’m a cornfed Asian boy! We moved to Califor-
nia about 15 years ago.

wCT: How was being gay in small towns?
YT: I have to say I’m really glad we moved 

out of Taiwan because the educational system 
was very different with me. I was very artis-
tic in my way. I was isolated and anti social 
growing up. I didn’t have many friends but lots 
of imaginary ones. I’m the kid that played in 
the sandbox by himself when other people are 
playing together.

For me, I didn’t know there was something 
awkward or different about me. That was just 
who I was but in school I was not accepted. I 
was always a troublemaker because I had a lot 
of questions. I had way too much energy for 
my own good.

In the traditional Chinese and Taiwanese 
school system it doesn’t work. When I came 
to America, my awkwardness turned into pure 
creativity. That is when I really bloomed and 
blossomed.

I always say that if I grew up in Taiwan I 
wouldn’t know where I am today. I don’t know 
if I would have gotten into college at all.

wCT: was your family accepting of you 
coming out as being gay?

YT: We never had a coming-out discussion. 
I grew up very independently. I left my home 
early enough that there was never a moment 
when I sat down with my parents to tell them I 
am gay. There was never a moment where they 
had to ask me about it. When I was fifteen I 
was auditioning as a dancer at Disney. I would 
prance around the backyard and do my routines 
so I think they knew but there was never a 
discussion about it.

When I was in college there was a question 
if I was going to get married but I just said, 
“It’s not legal yet” then I would walk out of 
the room!

I do remember my mom accepting it and was 
glad for someone to help her with makeup, and 
take her to Barneys to go shopping. That was 
her coming out moment to me and not me com-
ing out to her.

wCT: How did you get on America’s next 
Top Model?

YT: I have been a fan of the show for many 
years. Cycle one was when I first started in the 
photography business. Being such a novice 
that is where I learned about models. Tyra had 
put a huge footprint in my brain what model-
ing was like. I don’t know if it was a hundred 
percent accurate but that is what inspired me 
to shoot. It was years later that I wanted to 
do and lobbied it with my agent. I heard there 
might be positions open a few years ago. When 
Jay Manuel left and Johnny Wujek took the 
spot he asked me a year ago to come in as a 
guest photographer since I was his friend. I 
guess the team and the network loved me.

wCT: i can tell Tyra Banks has an affection 
for you.

YT: I love Tyra. I get her. I embrace and ad-
mire everything she has done.

wCT: you described one model in a past 
episode as “dead inside.” i can’t believe you 
said that!

YT: [Laughs] I’m not defending it. Everything 
I said on that show came out of my mouth. It 
was not someone else talking for me. One rule 
I gave to myself is give this show everything I 
got or don’t do it at all. I actually want people 
to hear my thoughts. Whether that thought is 
negative or positive I want to put it out in 
the world. Hopefully editing puts it in the right 
places. I’m known for having very unfiltered 
vocabulary.

wCT: People like an honest opinion some-
times.

YT: We will see about that. There are lots of 
haters!

wCT: The photo that did with all of the 
models on top of each was brilliant. was 
that inspired by the Kylie Minogue video?

YT: Everything that we do on the show is to 
make sure we are relevant. There are so many 
videos and movies that have been made with 
people entangled with each other. Tyra really 
inspired that concept. She wanted the models 
to engage with each other. Tons of them want 
to stand around and do a cover of a magazine 
but the idea came from them having to touch 
each other.

I’m sure you heard on the show when I said 
that it’s about getting everyone’s energy. That 
is what this show is about not just modeling 
but relationships with the judges and contes-
tants. There are so many layers to the show. To 
be a great contestant you can’t just be a model 
there’s a lot more to it. They have to deal with 
me on the challenges so there is a lot to do! I 
feel for the contestants.

wCT: Are you on the judging panel more?
YT: The mentor is not supposed to do the 

judging to remain impartial. I am on the final 
panel to pick the winner.

wCT: There has been a lot of eye candy, 
with male models again on this cycle.

YT: Oh, with Matthew, Ben, Denzel, Keith and 
Will. To be honest, I try not to let that distract 
me. I took my job very seriously. One time I 
screamed at Denzel and it is true because I 
think he’s amazing. I think he should do much 
better every single time he’s at challenges.

I don’t see what is at the house so if they 
have a fire at home I want them to leave that 
behind. That energy they should not bring on 
set. I want them to be the model I expect them 
to be. That is how the real world is.

Tsai and America’s Top Model walk the run-
way Mondays at 8 p.m. on The Cw. 

yu Tsai. Photo courtesy of the Cw

NUNN ON ONE: TELEVISION

Yu Tsai’s ‘Model’ behavior
LGBTQ Storytelling at Sidetrack

Tuesday, October 7th

MainBAr doors: 6pm • Stories: 7pm • No Cover

Including first hand stories from:
Brad Balof, JC Brooks, Judy Fabjance, 

Mary Morten, Parker Stockman 
and Nadine Warner

Curated by David Fink

OUTspokenChicago.com 

3349 N. Halsted, Chicago    •   SidetrackChicago.com

®

You’ve heard storytelling on public radio, 

now join us for

night
with

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY, APRIL 18 AT 10AM
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18

800-745-3000 | TICKETMASTER.COM  |  LIVENATION.COM

THECHICAGOTHEATRE.COM

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS TO SEE

WANDA SYKES
SAT., OCTOBER 18

TO WIN:
Send an email with “WANDA” in the subject line to

click2win@hotmail.com
Winner will be chosen at random from 
all entries received by 10 a.m., Mon., Oct. 13. 
One entry per person, please.

PluS
DINNER AND DRINKS 

FOR TWO AT

SWEETWATER
(A $100 VAluE, 

NOT INCluDING TAX & TIP)

www.sweetwatertavernandgrille.com 

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


Two Chicago 
teams
set for ASANA 
World Series 
in Las Vegas
By RoSS FoRMAn
 
Raw Energy Majors has won the B-Division 
of the women’s summer softball league of 
the Chicago Metropolitan Sports Associa-
tion (CMSA) for the past two years—and 
the core of that team is now ready to 
shine under the national spotlight.
 Raw Energy—a mix of 19 players, plus 
some spouses, cheerleaders and family 
members of players—is heading to Las 
Vegas for the 2014 ASANA World Series, 
an all-female tournament run by the Am-
ateur Sports Alliance of North America.
 The event is Oct. 13-18 and Raw En-
ergy will be joined by The Nubians as 
Chicago’s two teams battling for national 
bragging rights (in different divisions) at 
the “Diamonds in the Desert,” the slogan 
for this year’s extravaganza that attracts 
100-plus teams from across the U.S. and 
Canada.
 Katie Rutter, 31, the manager/orga-
nizer for Raw Energy, and also a utility 
player who mainly plays shortstop and 
left center field, said the crew is “coming 
together as a team and not just a group 

of players.”
 Raw Energy and The Nubians are both 
fielding teams in the CMSA women’s fall 
softball league, with games played on 
Saturdays, to further prepare for the 
World Series.
 “This is our teams second time playing 
in the ASANA World Series in Las Vegas 
(last was 2010). We’re excited to travel 
west for the week [and] have been plan-
ning the trip for months,” Rutter said. 
“Our positive attitudes and team spirit [is 
the team’s strength]; we are more than a 
team, more than friends … we are a fam-
ily of choice.”
 Rutter said the team’s goal for the Se-
ries is “to play good, competitive softball 
and have fun both on and off the field.”
 “We have a roster full of life-long soft-

ball players; our mentality and passion 
for the game keeps us focused on the goal 
of winning,” she said. “We have strong 
players in each position, with back-up 
[players] to keep us fresh and at top per-
formance to endure [consecutive] days of 
games.”
 Rutter, who lives near Midway Air-
port, is an operations manager at Jen-
ner & Block LLP. She is responsible for 
the team’s roster, registration, fees, and 
more. The team coach is Courtney Rob-
erts.
 A Raw Energy team has participated the 
last six years in the ASANA World Series, 
and this is Rutter’s fourth.
 The Raw Energy pitchers are Maryann 
Baran and Sarah Kranz-Owens.
 The team’s top offensive players are 
Kranz-Owens, Baran and Rutter.
 The top defensive standouts on Raw En-
ergy are Meagan Koehler (first base and 
shortstop), Jen Trompower (third base) 
and Heidi Owens (left field).
 “Overall, we are excited to get to Vegas 
and eager to take the field as a team. I’m 
anxious to see us perform, because I 
know we have one of the best rosters 
yet,” Rutter said.
 Rutter said one of her personal high-
lights from a past World Series came in 
2011 in Philadelphia—with a trick play. 
She was playing shortstop and faked a 
throw to first, just to turn and tag out an 
opponent leaving second base.
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By RoSS FoRMAn
 
Chicago has not had too much success in the Gay Bowl, the most 
prestigious annual gay flag football tournament, dating back to 
the inaugural event, held in the spring of 2002 in Los Angeles—
with the 14th edition set for Oct. 10-12 in Philadelphia.
 A Chicago team was in the finals of Gay Bowl II and Gay Bowl 
III, both played in 2003 and competed in Gay Bowl VI in 2006—
and each was a loss for the Windy City representative.
 The Chicago Fire defeated the Atlanta Storm 34-19 on Oct. 9, 
2005, for the title in Gay Bowl V—the lone championship for a 
Chicago team.
 Two teams (in different divisions) are ready to shoot Chicago to 
flag football glory—or at least try.
 The top-tiered Chicago Freeze and the Chicago Blaze are each 
competing in Gay Bowl XIV—with each team boasting a roster of 
18 players.
 “Our goal at every Gay Bowl is to win the whole thing,” said 
Charles A. Richardson, who is the coach/captain for the Freeze. 
He has played six times in the Gay Bowl with Boston and Chicago 
teams and last year was his first in a coaching role. 
 “Experience plays a major factor in the success of any team 
[in the Gay Bowl] and we have plenty, particularly since we’ve 
played together for some time. We believe we can win because 
of this experience, acknowledging that experience and chemistry 
are just as important as talent. 
 “Collectively as a team, we have a high football IQ, which al-
lows us to introduce concepts without lengthy detailed explana-
tions. When athletes understand the basics of game and their 
abilities within our system, it breeds success.”
 Kevin Miller is the Freeze quarterback and he seemingly has a 
slew of offensive weapons. 
 “The strength of our team is that, first, we’re friends who enjoy 
football and, second, we enjoy playing with each other which 
makes it fun,” Richardson said. “As a squad, we actually play 
better when we’re having fun teasing each other and laughing, 
but also challenging each other to go beyond the previous play 
and make a better play. The majority of us have played sports all 
of our lives and the competitiveness of each individual creates a 
unified force that helps us win games, especially the close ones.”
Richardson, 39, who lives in Andersonville, is an interoperability 
analyst.

“We’re confident in our ability, but not cocky,” he said. “The 
moment you discount your opponents is the moment you lose, 
and badly at that.

“We’re lucky that we’re bringing back a large number [of play-
ers] from last year with some talented additions. We’re expecting 

great results from this group of athletes.”
That includes wide receiver Rod Nealon, who turned in a 

SportsCenter moment at last year’s Gay Bowl. “While covered 
tightly by a defensive back, [Nealon] caught the ball, tapped 
it forward to himself and then accelerated past the defender to 
score,” Richardson said.

In 2011 in Houston, rusher Eric Hughes turned in a memorable 
on-field play that Richardson still recalls with pride.

Hughes sacked the opposing quarterback just as they were 
close to scoring, with seconds left to play. “It was a tense game 
and we came out with a close win,” Richardson said.

Brian Kupersmit is the main quarterback for the Blaze and some 
of the team’s top offensive players are Eric Wickham (receiver), 
Chris Trepte (blocker/receiver) and Jerry Jacobsen (blocker).

Defensively, the Blaze is led by Chris Reed (rusher/middle line-
backer), Tristan Jordan (safety) and Drew Henry (linebacker).

Matt Simpson, 43, who lives in Rogers Park and is a construc-
tion manager, is the Blaze captain and also plays cornerback. 
This is his third Gay Bowl.

Simpson said the Blaze is filled with Gay Bowl experience and 
top players at key positions, plus versatility of players to play 
multiple positions.

Simpson added that he is “excited to play with returning play-
ers from previous Gay Bowls and several new, talented players 
experiencing [the] Gay Bowl for the first time.

“The talent and enthusiasm for [the] Gay Bowl is like years 
past. I would be proud to win our division and bring a champion-
ship back to Chicago.”

Local flag-football teams look 
to shine in Gay Bowl XIV

Previous action in a Gay Bowl contest. Photo courtesy of 
Matt Simpson

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

EXPERIENCED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Call toll free (866) 233-2550 
or email mclaym1@aol.com

Flexible and affordable rates!

Immigration Attorney Services
• Green cards • Visas • Asylum • Appeals 

• Removal and all other matters

Notary Public Services
Mobile notary public for all occasions, 

preparation of wills/trusts, power of attorney
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Jenny 
Trompower. 
Photo from 
Katie Rutter
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Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com

Rachel Moore Law, LLC

Mediation: cost-effective, creative, and personalized solutions.

One Northfield Plaza
Northfield, IL 60093
847-441-1851
rachel@rachelmoorelaw.com
www.rachelmoorelaw.com

Appointments
also available in
Libertyville and 

Chicago Loop

Rachel Moore, an attorney and mediator with 15 years of 
experience, provides mediation and legal representation for 

family law and family business disputes.

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

CONNE IONSX maKe It yoUr BUsIness

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
ilo

ilo
CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  
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Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

773-877-3500
3000 N. Halsted St., Suite 611

ClarityAllergyCenter.com

• Asthma
• Chronic Cough
• Hayfever
• Sleep apnea
• Hives
• Eczema

• Sinus Headaches
• Bronchitis
• Pet Allergies
• Allergy-related fatigue
• Immunotherapy 
   (allergy shots)

Brian rotskoff, M.D.
Compassionate and 
Comprehensive 
allergy and 
asthma Care
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http:/legacyprojectchicago.org/2014_dedication_tickets.html



