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self-defense in case

By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Like any 22-year-old growing up in a country that has historically prided itself on op-
portunities available to all, Eisha Love had dreams. On a website, she showcased pho-
tographs of herself, saying she was looking to get a start in life. “I am a hard worker 
and a fast learner,” she wrote. “I know I was born to model.”

But as a transgender woman of color living in Austin, a neighborhood on Chicago’s 
West Side, Love was a part of an entirely different world that hardly anyone of those 
streets seemed to either care about or notice at all. 

It is one of hopelessness, with few if any public services available to those who want 
to escape from a cycle of brutal daily violence in which the lives of transgender and 
queer youth are considered dispensable, subjected to ferocious attacks and murder from 
those who control the neighborhood and—in the opinions of many LGBTQ people living 
there—harassment from a police department who seem more invested in profiling them 
than solving any of the savage crimes to which they fall victim. 

 So it was that—on March 28, 2012, at approximately 10:55 a.m.—Love was read 
her Miranda rights at the District 11 police station on Harrison Street on the city’s 
West Side. She had reportedly been involved in an incident that started when she was 
harassed and physically assaulted at a gas station, and allegedly ended when she hit 
one of the attackers with her car while she was fleeing from them.

The arrest report the Chicago Police Department (CPD) filed says she told the arresting 
officer, “I was the one that was in the car accident.” The police used her birth name 
of Darveris and male pronouns in the arrest report that charged Love with aggravated 

turn to page 14
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Fall theater/arts previeW

this season’s best picks include plays such as the house theatre’s season on the line (left, photo by rafi letzer), dance productions including the Joffrey Ballet, 
and musicals like evil dead: the Musical at the Broadway Playhouse at Water tower Place (right, photo by Peter coombs).
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Like any 22-year-old growing up in a country that has historically prided itself on op-

portunities available to all, Eisha Love had dreams. On a website, she showcased pho-

tographs of herself, saying she was looking to get a start in life. “I a
m a hard worker 

and a fast learner,” she wrote. “I kn
ow I was born to model.”

But as a transgender woman of color living in Austin, a neighborhood on Chicago’s 

West Side, Love was a part of an entirely different world that hardly anyone of those 

streets seemed to either care about or notice at all. 

It is one of hopelessness, with few if any public services available to those who want 

to escape from a cycle of brutal daily violence in which the lives of transgender and 

queer youth are considered dispensable, subjected to ferocious attacks and murder from 

those who control the neighborhood and—in the opinions of many LGBTQ people living 

there—harassment from a police department who seem more invested in profiling them 

than solving any of the savage crimes to which they fall victim. 

 So it was that—on March 28, 2012, at approximately 10:55 a.m.—Love was read 

her Miranda rights at the District 11 police station on Harrison Street on the city’s 

West Side. She had reportedly been involved in an incident that started when she was 

harassed and physically assaulted at a gas station, and allegedly ended when she hit 

one of the attackers with her car while she was fleeing from them.

The arrest report the Chicago Police Department (CPD) filed says she told the arresting 

officer, “I was the one that was in the car accident.” The police used her birth name 

of Darveris and male pronouns in the arrest report that charged Love with aggravated 
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By Matt siMonette

Illinois gubernatorial candidate Bruce Rauner 
released a new commercial Sept. 11 wherein he 
denies having a social agenda, but activists are 
pointing to past comments on same-sex mar-
riage to rebut that claim.

The television ad is playing in the Chicago 
market, and was posted to YouTube by the con-
servative website Illinois Review. It features a 
woman identified in other Rauner ads as Marjo-
rie Shapiro, “a pro-choice Democrat.”

“Bruce doesn’t have a social agenda. He’s 
pro-choice and will leave the marriage-equality 
law alone,” Shapiro says in the ad.

The commercial comes as Rauner continues 
to take heat from LGBT activists who maintain 
that, had Rauner been Illinois’ governor in 
2013, the state’s marriage-equality law would 
not have been signed. Rauner has stated that 
he believed marriage equality should have been 
decided by voter referendum, not legislative or 
judicial action.

Bernard Cherkasov of Equality Illinois PAC, 
which has been publically highlighting Raun-
er’s statements, said that Rauner’s comments 
are not as benign as he would like voters to 
believe.

“The commercial is very disturbing, because 
it shows that Bruce Rauner is again trying to 
have it both ways,” Cherkasov said. “What he 
has already said publically shows that he is 
leaving the door open for repealing marriage. 
It would leave marriage for its LGBT citizens ‘on 
the table,’ and he is speaking out of both sides 
of his mouth.”

In a Nov. 2, 2013, talk at the HeatherRidge 
Golf Course in Gurnee, Rauner spoke about gay 
marriage, which would be voted on in the Il-
linois House just a few days later

“If I was governor, if they sent me that bill 
today, I would veto it,” Rauner said at the talk, 
which was published last November on You-
Tube. “The voters haven’t been given the op-
portunity to say what they think. … I haven’t 
seen any ability for them to opine.”

In a recording of a tea-party gathering in 
Quincy a few days later—the same day the Il-
linois House approved the Religious Freedom 
and Marriage Equality Act—Rauner was again 
asked about the bill.

“Today, they haven’t approved it in a refer-
endum so if I were governor I would veto,” he 
said. “I believe that voters, on some new con-
cept like that—that’s a totally new concept—
in a contractual relationship between two 
adults, voters should decide in a referendum. 
Politicians shouldn’t be putting that on people 
if they don’t want it, or blocking it if they do.”

On June 2, just as the state’s marriage equal-
ity law was taking effect, Rauner told Chicago 
Tribune that he had gay friends and wished 
them luck should they decide to marry, add-
ing, “Now it’s passed, it’s the law, I don’t have 
any agenda to change it and the only way I’d 
change it is if it were done in a referendum—
[if] the voters said that they’d want to change 
it,” Rauner said.

While a referendum on gay marriage has 
never been held in Illinois, gay marriage oppo-
nents did launch a petition in 2006 that would 
have authorized asking voters whether the 
state’s constitution should ban gay marriage. 
They were unable to obtain the required num-
ber of signatures, however, and the referendum 
never came to pass.

Robert Bruhl, assistant professor in the de-

partment of Political Science at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, said that Rauner is now 
treading a path familiar to many political can-
didates—engaging the larger population of 
voters in a general election after having made 
comments that can be construed as more ex-
treme during primary election season.

“In the primaries, candidates will have to ap-
peal to discussions taking place between more 
[ideologically] polarized individuals,” Bruhl 
said. “In the general election, they have to be 
more judicious because the larger population 
of voters is more moderate—this happens to 
both Republicans and Democrats.”

But a new aspect of this longstanding po-
litical conundrum is that candidates now leave 
behind a digital paper trail that makes their 
previous statements accessible to anyone who 
knows their way around the Internet and social 
media.

“In the old days, most of the comments dur-
ing the primaries escaped attention,” Bruhl 
added. “In the digital age, when everyone has 
a smartphone, you can capture anything on 
video. If politicians aren’t careful, they can get 
in a lot of trouble.”

Social conservatives have meanwhile criti-
cized Rauner for turning his back on their is-
sues with the ad. According to Illinois Review, 
Illinois Family Action Executive Director David 
E. Smith said,“The life and marriage issues 
matter to social conservatives that make up 
the Illinois Republican Party base. It’s like the 
ILGOP is purposely trying to put a cold, wet 
blanket on any social conservative enthusiasm 
leading up to November.”

Cherkasov said that Rauner’s comments 
nonetheless point to his lack of commitment 
to the rights of LGBT Illinoisans who would be 
his constituents should he be elected.

“The new commercial is only running in 
Chicago,” he added. “If they would play it in 
Quincy, it might be a different story.”

Rauner’s campaign did not respond to Windy 
City Times’ request for comment in time for 
publication.

Windy City Times’ article on the Quincy talk is 
at http://bit.ly/1oCXU2M.

eleCtions 2014

activists cry foul
on bruce rauner’s
‘no social agenda’ ad

equality illinois recently released a poster 
with what it says is Bruce rauner’s position 
on marriage equality.

Twelve, what a great age. It’s the year 
before you officially become a teenager. 
Most kids this age are hanging out with 
friends, riding bikes, and just enjoying 
life. However, my sisters and I weren’t 
most kids.
 We got kicked out of our adoptive 
parent’s house. One of my sisters and 
I were relocated to Hopkins Park. The 
others were relocated some place else. 
We were still in Illinois but it was defi-
nitely the country. There was lots of 
land as far as the eye could see—chick-
ens, cows, horses and a population 
around 700. There weren’t any stores. 
You had to go to the next town over to 
go shopping.
 The first time I saw my new foster 
mother I knew something was off about 
her. When she smiled it still seemed 
like she was frowning. Her voice was so 
irritating, it was like razor blades pierc-
ing my ears. When she walked it was 
sort of a swaying motion that caused 

me to feel seasick. I didn’t get how a 
person can have such a negative effect 
on me.
 I ignored these signs. I didn’t even 
beg my adoptive mother to stay with 
her. I figured any place would be bet-
ter than living with her. I was happy to 
become free of the witch.
 The property we moved to had a lot 
of land surrounding the house. Off to 
the side of the house were acres and 
acres of all kinds of vegetables. It was 
made clear to us that if we wanted to 
eat we would be working in order to 
do so. We never worked in the fields 
before. It wasn’t that hard to catch on. 
Pick the weeds, plant the seeds and 
pick the vegetables. That order varied 
at times.
 Although the task seemed simple the 
labor was a workout. We would get up 
at the crack of dawn and work the fields 
all day. We were so grateful when the 
season changed to winter. There was 
little work to be done outside in the 
winter, but plenty to do inside.
 There were four other kids in the 
household other than my sister and 
I. Out of those four, one was men-

tally challenged. Everyone took turns 
looking after her. We bathed, clothed 
and fed her. She couldn’t do anything 
on her own but walk. It was like hav-
ing an over-grown baby. She was five 
years younger than me. Although she 
couldn’t talk I felt we communicated 
well with one another.
 After a week in that household I no-
ticed my foster mother had a bad tem-
per, especially toward my little sister. 
She would curse her out and scream at 
the top of her lungs. She did this when 
my sister wasn’t moving fast enough for 
her and when she dropped things.
 After a while the cursing and scream-
ing turned to blows. It happened at 
least once a week, then three times 
a week, and eventually it happened 
every day. How much wrong could a 
nine-year-old do? This is the question 
I ask myself constantly. I would feel so 
guilty. At our adoptive mother’s house 
we would all get punished. Here only 

my sister was the tar-
get. I will never un-
derstand that.
 The abuse toward 
my sister went on for 
about a year. An inci-
dent of screaming and 
choking had me at my 
last straw of being a 
helpless witness. I 
told my sister we are 
going to tell someone 
at school what’s going 
on in this house.

 The next morning we did just that. 
There was a lot of questioning in-
volved. The social worker at the school 
ended up calling our foster mother. We 
were told she had to come get us and 
that there would be an investigation. 
I was terrified. I didn’t know what she 
would do to my sister and me for telling 
on her.
 Once we got back to the house we 
were told to pack our bags. I think our 
foster mom was nervous about what 
the legal system would do to her. By 
the time we got done packing it was 
late and our foster mom didn’t want 
to drive. She told my sister and me 
we could spend one more night in her 
house. She called us ungrateful and 
said we would be going back to our 
adoptive mother’s house in the morn-
ing.
 On the drive back to my mom’s house 
everybody was silent. I didn’t know 
what to feel. All I know is that I was 
truly happy that my sister got out of 
that house alive. I knew what going 
back to my mom’s house meant, but 
I didn’t care. At least there my sister 
wouldn’t have to be tortured alone.

Breezi c. is a homeless youth activist who helped coordinate the recent Windy 
city times’ lGBtQ homeless youth summit. this is the first of a series of col-
umns Breezi will be be contributing to Windy city times.
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By Breezi c.

twelve

“After a while the cursing and 
screaming turned to blows. It 
happened at least once a week, then 
three times a week, and eventually 
it happened every day. How much 
wrong could a nine-year-old do?” 
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By chuck colBert
  
In a surprising move, the president of the na-
tion’s largest LGBT organization offered an 
apology to the trans* community at the same 
time he said the group would take a lead in 
advocating fully comprehensive federal LGBT 
civil-rights legislation.

“I want to cut right to the chase here today,” 
said Human Rights Campaign (HRC) President 
Chad Griffin in Atlanta Sept. 5, addressing 
several hundred people at the annual South-
ern Comfort conference, a major gathering for 
transgender people.

“There’s an elephant in this room, and, well, 
it’s me,” he said.

“So I am here today, at Southern Comfort, 
to deliver a message. ... HRC has done wrong 
by the transgender community in the past, and 
I am here to formally apologize,” said Griffin.

As he explained, “I am sorry for the times 
when we stood apart when we should have 
been standing together.

“Even more than that, I am sorry for the 
times you have been underrepresented or un-
represented by this organization. What hap-
pens to trans people is absolutely central to 
the LGBT struggle. And as the nation’s largest 
LGBT civil-rights organization, HRC has a re-
sponsibility to do that struggle justice, or else 
we are failing at our fundamental mission.”

Griffin’s speech also decried violence against 
transgender people, calling it a “national cri-
sis.” He listed a number of ways HRC is working 
toward transgender equality in the workplace 
and toward raising the visibility of transgen-
der persons through story telling. Griffin asked 
that both he and HRC be held “accountable.”

He reaffirmed that HRC would continue to 
press for a fully inclusive Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA), which would ban 
workplace bias on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.

But Griffin also pledged support for broader 
protections.

In the next Congress, he said, “HRC will lead 
the campaign for a fully inclusive, comprehen-
sive, LGBT civil-rights bill. A bill with non-dis-
crimination protections that don’t stop at em-
ployment, but that finally touch every aspect 
of our lives—from housing, to public accom-
modations, to credit, to federal funding, to the 
education we all need to succeed and thrive.

“And I’m going to keep being honest with 
you, this is not going to be an easy fight.”

HRC posted the text of Griffin’s 2,400-word 
speech on the organization’s blog at http://
www.hrc.org/blog/entry/speaking-at-south-
ern-comfort-2014.

 
a healing speech

HRC has long had a fraught relationship with 
the trans* community. Former leader Elizabeth 
Birch made some progress, when in 2003 the 
organization added the “T” to its goals and os-

tensibly included the entire LGBT community. 
But HRC has regularly been criticized for not 
reaching out to trans groups and not having 
many trans people on its board. Currently HRC 
has at least one trans-identified board member, 
Meghan Stabler of Austin, Texas.

In addressing Southern Comfort, Griffin 
aimed to heal the most recent rift between 
HRC and the transgender community, which 
dates back to 2007. That year Joe Solmonese, 
then HRC president, told Southern Comfort at-
tendees that the organization would advocate 
federal employment protections, fully inclusive 
of sexual orientation and gender identity.

But when former Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) 
said that ENDA with gender identity provisions 
would not pass in Congress, HRC followed his 
lead and supported a measure inclusive only of 
protections for sexual orientation. Many trans-
gender people felt betrayed by HRC’s backing of 
Frank, and a deep, if not bitter, divide ensued.

More recently, while ENDA passed the Senate 
on Nov. 7, 2013 by a 64-32 vote, marking the 
first time that legislative body approved fed-
eral civil-rights legislation banning anti-LGBT 
employment bias, House Speaker John Boehner 
(R-Ohio) has said repeatedly that he would not 
bring ENDA to a vote, claiming the legislation 
is unnecessary and would lead to frivolous liti-
gation.

Meanwhile, a growing number of national 
and statewide LGBT organizations, including 
the Transgender Law Center and National Cen-
ter for Lesbian Rights, have come out against 
the proposed ENDA, saying that while it bans 
workplace discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity, the federal law 
also would allow religious organizations to dis-
criminate against LGBTs even in non-ministeri-
al or pastoral capacities.

Currently, 21 states, the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico have laws barring workplace 
discrimination based on sexual orientation, 
with 17 states and D.C. also barring discrimi-
nation based on gender identity.

 
transgender activists, leadership pleased

 Although not in attendance at the Southern 
Comfort conference, several transgender activ-
ists and organizational leaders said they are 
heartened by Griffin and HRC’s reconciliatory 
outreach.

“I believe Griffin’s speech may well prove 
a milestone in the relationship between HRC 
and the trans community, if the organization 
follows through on its promises,” said North 
Brunswick, New Jersey-based Rebecca Juro, a 
transgender woman, freelance journalist, and 
radio talk show host, who has often been criti-
cal of HRC.

In email correspondence, she added, “I think 
the greatest sense of betrayal felt by the trans 
community about HRC revolves around the or-
ganization’s advocacy in the past of legislation 
that didn’t include gender identity and ex-

pression protections. Griffin not only pledged 
that the organization would only support fully 
inclusive legislation, but also announced an 
effort to pass an omnibus bill that would in-
clude protections not only for LGBT people in 
employment, but also in housing, healthcare, 
credit, public accommodations, federal fund-
ing, and education. I believe that’s important, 
particularly because it challenges the notion 
that the piecemeal approach to LGBT rights 
we’ve seen thus far at the federal level is the 
only way to go.”

Transgender activist, blogger and columnist 
Autumn Sandeen of San Diego also voiced 
praise for HRC’s bridge-building gesture.

“Chad Griffin apologizing to trans people, 
identifying a path to change the relationship 
between the HRC and trans community, and 
then asking to hold the HRC and him to ac-
count is important,” she said in an email. “That 
he made the apology where one of the HRC’s 
most significant breakings of faith toward trans 
community began as well signals a real sincer-
ity. I’m hopeful—I’m optimistic—that Chad 
Griffin and the HRC will make good on this 
Southern Comfort conference delivered promise 
to trans community.”

One national trans leader said the apology 
was “overdue.”

Masen Davis, executive director of the Oak-
land, California-based Transgender Law Cen-
ter (TLC), said in a phone interview that he 
was “very impressed by the content and what 
seemed to be the spirit behind the speech at 
Southern Comfort,” even though “it was in 

many ways long overdue to approach the trans-
gender community and apologize for what hap-
pened in 2007.”

 “While that debacle did not happen on 
Chad’s leadership, I thought it was an impor-
tant step forward to acknowledge it and pledge 
to work differently with the transgender com-
munity,” Davis added.

With respect to ENDA, Davis said TLC is sup-
portive of “any effort to secure strong [employ-
ment] non-discrimination protections for LGBT 
people at the federal level” provided that the 
protections “are strong and that they stand the 
test of time and protect all members of our 
community, including those who work for reli-
gious institutions.”

He also voiced support for Griffin’s call for 
an omnibus, federal LGBT civil-rights measure.

 “I am a big believer that we have an im-
portant responsibility to ensure that our com-
munities get the protections that they need,” 
Davis said. “Obviously, employment is so criti-
cal, but employment is just one of the many 
areas that we need to make sure our people 
are protected.”

Davis cited other areas, including housing 
discrimination, healthcare discrimination and 
discrimination in credit.

 “All areas of life where LGBT people run into 
challenges and to the extent that the federal 
government has any jurisdiction,” he said.

Davis acknowledged that it would likely take 
time before a broader LGBT civil-rights law is 
passed in Congress.

hrC apologizes to
trans* community,
aims for broad lGbt bill

Chuck Wolfe 
leaving
victory Fund
 Chuck Wolfe will step down as the head of 
the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund at the end of 
this year, Metro Weekly reported. 
 In an email sent to the the Victory Cam-
paign board, Wolfe announced his resig-
nation after more than a decade as the 
president and CEO of the nonpartisan organi-
zation that has helped elect LGBT candidates 
across the nation. 
 Part of the letter read, “After nearly 12 
years leading Victory, and countless Election 
Days, I’m both ready and excited to do some-
thing different–though I can’t imagine doing 
something more rewarding, or working with 
people whom I respect and admire more.”
 Metropolitan Water Reclamation District 
Commissioner and Victory Institute board 
chair Debra Shore said, “Chuck helped create 
the Victory Institute, and he’s been the driv-
ing force behind building its effectiveness 
and impact. Because of this, today more than 
1,000 emerging LGBT leaders are trained by 
the Institute each year, and we’ve expanded 
beyond America’s borders to address a grow-
ing need for our programs internationally.”
 Human Rights Campaign said in a state-
ment, “Thanks to Chuck Wolfe’s tireless lead-
ership and advocacy during his years at the 

Victory Fund, LGBT people are far better rep-
resented in elected office across America—
more so than many in this community ever 
thought possible.
 “We look forward to a continued partner-
ship with the organization and whoever is 
fortunate enough to take [Victory Fund’s] 
helm. The entire HRC family wishes Chuck 
the very best, and the entire LGBT commu-
nity owes him our deepest gratitude.”

lGbtQ groups slam
obama over 
immigration

Several LGBTQ groups jointly signed an 
open letter criticizing President Obama over 
what they called his “broken promises on im-
migration.”

Part of the letter reads, “After vowing in 
June that he would take executive action 
‘before the end of the summer’ to stop the 
senseless and inhumane rate of deportations 
under his administration, President Obama 
broke his promise [Sept. 13] and delayed any 
slowing of the deportation machine until af-
ter the midterm elections in November. 

“Joining innumerable immigrant and civil 
rights organizations, LGBTQ organizations 
denounce this cynical, political calculation, 
which at the current rate of 1,100 deporta-
tions per day will lead to 70,000 more depor-
tations and a continuation of 34,000 people 
caged in immigration detention centers ev-
ery single night. Among these numbers in-
clude countless LGBTQ immigrants.”

The letter specifically asks Obama to “(1) 
suspend these deportations and ICE detainer 
requests; (2) expand the successful Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 
to as many people as possible under the law; 
and (3) revise detention policies to dramati-
cally curtail the use of detention, including 
ending the detention of vulnerable individu-
als such as those who are LGBT, pregnant, 
or have disabilities, and of any person who 
poses no risk to public safety, and defining 
mandatory custody to include alternatives to 
detention.” 

Transgender Law Center, Audre Lorde Proj-
ect, GetEQUAL, Soulforce, Out4Immigration 
and United Latin@ Pride were just some of 
the organizations that signed the letter.

human rights
campaign (hrc)
President 
chad Griffin.
Photo from hrc

chuck Wolfe. Photo courtesy of the 
Victory fund
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By carrie MaxWell

Filmmaker Ken Burns unveiled his latest docu-
mentary, “The Roosevelts: An Intimate History” 
to a crowd of about 900 people at the Francis 
W. Parker School Sept. 9. 

The 14-hour PBS documentary (which be-
gan Sept. 14 on WTTW) chronicles the lives 
of Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Eleanor Roosevelt over the course of about 
100 years—from Theodore’s birth to Eleanor’s 
death.

The interactive discussion featured remarks 
from Burns, selections from the documentary 
and an audience Q&A. Ahead of the public 
event, Burns fielded questions from members 
of Parker’s upper school video documentary 
classes. 

In his remarks, Burns spoke about his long-
time collaboration with PBS, what drew him 
and his producing partner Geoffrey C. Ward to 
this subject matter, and his thoughts about the 
Roosevelt’s and their impact on society. 

During the Q&A, Burns reiterated what he 
told the Television Critics Association (TCA) 
members in July—that he didn’t believe El-
eanor had a sexual relationship with Lorena 
Hickok. 

“I assume when you say a relationship you 
are assuming that there was a sexual relation-

ship between Eleanor Roosevelt and Lorena 
Hickok,” said Burns. “We have no evidence 
whatsoever of that, and none of the histori-
ans and experts believe it. This is an intimate 
[look at the Roosevelts] not a tabloid and we 
just don’t know. ... We have to be very careful 
because sometimes we want to read into things 
that aren’t there.”

To back up his assertions about Eleanor and 
Hickok, Burns compared the letters between 
those two to the letters that Abraham Lincoln 
and Joshua Speed wrote to each other. “The 
letters between them [Eleanor and Hickok] are 
incredibly intimate,” said Burns.

Although Burns said that historians and ex-
perts don’t believe that Eleanor and Hickok had 
a sexual relationship a number of scholars, re-
searchers and authors say the opposite. They 
include Lillian Faderman, Blanche Wiesen Cook 
and Leila J. Rupp. 

“If the documentary does deal with FDR’s 
extramarital relationship with Lucy Mercer 
then it’s inexcusable that he didn’t deal with 
Eleanor’s extramarital relationships particularly 
with Lorena Hickok,” Faderman told Windy City 
Times. “If he doesn’t deal with FDR’s relation-
ship with Lucy Mercer, then I suppose he sim-
ply didn’t want to go there and his focus was 
on things outside of their extramarital relation-
ships.”

roosevelt doc sidesteps
eleanor’s sexuality

ken Burns at
the roosevelts
screening.
Photo by
carrie Maxwell

By Matt siMonette

Supporters of Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle’s bid for re-election to her post 
gathered for a fundraising event sponsored by 
Women for Preckwinkle at the headquarters of 
Christy Webber Landscapes, 2900 N. Ferdinand 
St., on Sept. 9.

“It’s been an interesting ride these last four 
years,” said Preckwinkle, who added that, “It’s 
a mixed blessing to succeed someone who’s 
inept. We’ve tried to clean things up in Cook 
County. It’s been a challenge on the fiscal side 
and a challenge on the performance side.”

In her first six months, she added, “I spent 
a lot of my time firing people, explaining [that 
the Board President’s office] was not a place to 
employ family members, but a place to employ 
people.”

Preckwinkle spoke about the challenges of 
making both the county’s healthcare and public 
corrections systems sustainable.

The latter system, she said, was especially 
daunting, since only 7 percent of prisoners in 
Cook County Jail are serving a criminal sen-

tence. The other 93 percent are awaiting trial, 
oftentimes for nonviolent, drug-related of-
fenses.

“It’s because we have a cash bond system, 
and most people simply can’t afford to pay 
their bonds,” Preckwinkle added. “We’ve got to 
figure out a way to make the system more fair 
and just.”

She thinks the solution is allowing non-
violent offenders to be released on their own 
recognizance. Such a system is employed in 
Washington, D.C. In that city, nonviolent of-
fenders awaiting trial are let out of jail but 
receive regular phone calls, text messages and 
emails reminding them of their court dates.

“The majority of them show up for trial,” 
Preckwinkle said, adding that such a system 
would save the County about $143 per prisoner 
per day. “Across the board, their system’s re-
sults were not much different from ours.”

Among those speaking at the gathering 
were Chicago Cubs co-owner Laura Ricketts; 
Lynn Cutler, senior policy advisor at Holland & 
Knight LLP; and Leslie Pilot-Gatton, president 
of Gilead Management, LLC.

from left: leslie Pilot-Gatton, cheryl Watson-lowry, Preckwinkle, christy Webber, laura 
ricketts and lynn cutler. Photo by hal Baim

preckwinkle backers gather 
to support re-election bid
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer
 
Following the May 2014 retirement of renowned 
and accomplished LGBTQ educator, historian, 
author and activist John D’Emilio from a 15-
year position as the professor of history and 
women’s and gender studies at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), his former depart-
ment convened a two-day public symposium to 
study his impact on LGBTQ histories, lives and 
futures. 

The second day of the event was held Sept. 
12 at the historic Jane Addams Hull-House Mu-
seum on the campus of UIC. Representatives 

from colleges and universities from across 
the country gathered to form panels engag-
ing in topics that included D’Emilio’s influence 
through a distinguished career of academia 
and activism that has spanned over half a cen-
tury along with the state of the fields in which 
D’Emilio performed much of his groundbreak-
ing work affecting generations of students 
and scholars of LGBT history and the history 
of sexuality.

Arguably, D’Emilio’s classes, essays and books 
have already affected dynamic changes in the 
future of LGBT History and Queer studies. The 
final panel of the day examined that future and 

included D’Emilio himself alongside Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Associate 
Professor of English, Gender & Women’s and 
African-American studies Siobhan Somerville, 
University of Massachusetts Assistant Professor 
of History Amherst Julio Capo Jr. and Univer-
sity of Kansas Assistant Professor of Women, 
Gender and Sexuality Studies Katie Batza. UIC 
Associate Professor of Gender and Women’s 
Studies and History Jennifer Brier moderated.

“There’s a theme here about moving beyond 
the study of LGBT as an identity and more 
towards it as a method of inquiry into under-
standing how institutions and structures come 
into being,” Brier told Windy City Times in re-
viewing the outcomes of the discussion. “We 
are thinking about the future of the field as 
owning and recognizing what it means to study 
community and how that infuses and defines 
our understanding of institutions such as the 
penal and legal systems.”

In summarizing his views on the future of 
the field, D’Emilio looked back on the tapestry 

of his life and admitted, “There are times when 
I long for marginality. We are contesting the 
policy and the power bases of institutions all 
the time,” he said. “But we are also members 
of those institutions. The work that’s most im-
portant is the work in which we speak to each 
other.”

D’Emilio viewed the May 30, 2014 announce-
ment of a National Parks Service study to iden-
tify United States landmarks in the struggle for 
LGBT civil rights as a unique opportunity for 
community grounded initiatives to grain trac-
tion and visibility that will shape how LGBT 
history is taught on a daily basis. “What the 
National Parks Service is committed to is iden-
tifying LGBT historic sites and reinterpreting 
existing historic sites to be LGBT inclusive,” 
he said adding that it will give LGBT history 
a very public presence that could reshape the 
consciousness of future generations. “On the 
one hand, the possibilities are limitless. On the 
other hand, historians write about the past and 
not the future so we don’t know what’s going 
to happen.”

Looking back on the symposium, D’Emilio 
told Windy City Times that he has been re-
minded of just how much has changed over the 
past 30 years. “The work of activists and writ-
ers and researchers has made a difference,” he 
said. “Maybe not the one we fully wanted it to 
make but I would be rather facing what we are 
facing now than turn back the clock.”

“John is a leader who has done the kind of 
work that no one else has done,” Brier said. 
“What has made his reach so wide has been his 
support of people doing a range of work that is 
nothing like his own.”

D’Emilio acknowledged there is still a great 
deal of that work yet to be done, in particular 
in the attainment of transgender rights and an 
end to the ongoing discrimination and mar-
ginalization of that community. “Once upon a 
time, say 40 years ago, all of us felt excluded 
from the resources or the legitimacy of doing 
this kind of work,” he said. “Now the doors 
have been opened to some of us, but other 
people are still excluded. How do we succeed 
in overcoming the barriers and the boundaries 
that inclusion and exclusion create so that the 
resources that are now available get distrib-
uted where it’s needed? I want to live to be 
very old so I get to see what happens.”

John d’emilio surrounded by panelists at the uic symposium examining his work. Photo by Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

d’emilio symposium
examines state and 
future of his field

Gln joins 
violence protest

Members of Gay Liberation Network (GLN) 
were among the groups joined in a protest 
in front of Kluczynski Federal Building, 230 
S. Dearborn St., Sept. 10 in anticipation of 
President Obama’s address about the escalat-
ing tensions in the Middle East. 

GLN’s Andy Thayer spoke at the gathering, 
saying that U.S. interventions in the region 
have only exacerbated problem in the region: 
“People have asked me, “What would you do 
about the violence?’ We can stop arming the 
world. The U.S. spends more on its military 
than the rest of the world combined. … Over 
and over, the U.S. has aligned itself on the 
side of tyrants.”
—Matt Simonette

‘over the 
rainbow’at 
sidetrack nov. 12

The 4th Annual Over the Rainbow, a ben-
efit to raise money and awareness for those 
who struggle with cancer in the LGBT com-
munity, will be held Nov. 12 at Sidetrack, 
3349 N. Halsted, 7-10 p.m.

Performers appearing in Over the Rainbow 
include Matt Alber, Amy Armstrong, Molly 
Callinan, Circuit Mom, Get On The Floor 
Dance Company, Sharriese Hamilton, Kelly 
Lauren, Mimi Marks and Chadwick Stadt.

The night will also include a silent auc-
tion. The proceeds will benefit Gilda’s Club 
Chicago, a support community for people liv-
ing with cancer along with their families and 
friends. Since its beginning in 2011, Over 
The Rainbow has raised more than $46,000 
for charities such as the American Cancer 
Society, Howard Brown Health Center, Fred 
Says, The Night Ministry and Gilda’s Club 
Chicago. Over The Rainbow was created in 
memory of Gio Cosentino after he lost his 
battle to cancer in August of 2011. Although 
the subject matter is very serious, “OTR” is a 
very upbeat celebration of his life.

Tickets may be purchased in advance on-
line for $20 or $25 at the door. Admission 
will include one drink ticket and a chance to 
win two round-trip tickets from Southwest 
Airlines. 

For info, email Jimmy@overtherain-
bow773.com or visit www.facebook.com/
OverTheRainbow773.

andy thayer at protest. Photo by Matt 
simonette

d’emilio’s work 
honored at 
uiC symposium
By Matt siMonette

Historian John D’Emilio, who this past August 
retired from his post at the University of Il-
linois at Chicago (UIC), was the honoree at a 
two-day symposium celebrating his research 
and accomplishments Sept. 11-12.

A number of scholars from across the country, 
among them his longtime friend and co-author, 
Estelle Freedman, gathered to pay tribute to 
D’Emilio’s work, much of which has focused on 
the history of the LGBT community.

D’Emilio began teaching at UIC in 1999. He 
was inducted into the Chicago Gay and Lesbian 
Hall of Fame in 2005.

In their opening remarks, speakers noted 
obstacles that D’Emilio faced in his research, 
since he was compiling the history of a com-
munity that had largely been driven under-
ground. Jennifer Brier, director of the Gender & 
Women’s Studies Program at UIC, in discussing 
his book, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: 
The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the 
United States, 1940-1970, said, “To consider 
the impact of this book, consider the obstacles 
to writing a dissertation on gay history in the 
1970s, when homosexuality remained either il-
legal or pathologized in most of the country.”

One of D’Emilio and Freedman’s books, In-

timate Matters, was cited by Justice Anthony 
Kennedy in Lawrence v. Texas, the 2003 Su-
preme Court decision striking down state anti-
sodomy laws.

“John is an illustrious scholar and activist 
whose impact on gay and lesbian social history 
in particularly has been life-changing, history-
changing, policy-changing, law-changing and 
discipline-changing,” said Atrida Orle Tantillo, 
dean of the College of Letters and Sciences at 
UIC.

In the opening remarks to her keynote 
speech, Freedman said that even her most re-
cent book, Redefining Rape, reflected her long 
history of working with D’Emilio.

“The work we did together shaped my own 
understanding, and my own work, on lesbian 
history, and women’s history,” she said. “I 
would not have survived graduate school and 
my early career, without John’s friendship … I 
think you will detect John’s influence.”

Freedman spoke on how socio-cultural per-
ceptions of rape have shifted over the course 
of American history, focusing on its being a 
fluid and malleable concept that nevertheless 
retained its original stigmas over time. She 
also addressed its relationship to citizenship, 
and its use in the context of legal change.   

Shortly after Freedman’s presentation, 
D’Emilio reflected on the gathering. “My moth-
er told me I should never brag, or else curses 
would rain down on me,” he said. “But it is just 
wonderful to hear these people say these won-
derful things. It makes the hard work worth it.”
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“Work! Chicago,” an LGBTQ youth job fair, 
will take place Wed., Oct. 22, 12-4 p.m. at the 
Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.

All members of the community can attend, 
with a special focus on LGBTQ youth and the 
transgender community.

This job fair is a followup event to the Windy 
City Times LGBTQ Homeless Youth Summit held 
in May. Many of the youth said they had dif-
ficulty in finding jobs that are open to the full 
expression of their selves. Especially vulnerable 
are transgender people searching for work. 

“We are really seeking the help of Chicago’s 
vibrant corporate and small business commu-
nity in stepping up to provide opportunities 
for youth,” said Gretchen Blickensderfer, one 
of the job fair’s coordinators. “The first step 
is for businesses and nonprofits to signup for 
the job fair. We request that companies and 
nonprofits come with opportunities at all levels 
for applicants, from entry-level work to mid-
career jobs.”

Booths are $75 for businesses and $50 for 
non-profits. For an application, email editor@
windycitymediagroup.com. Deadline for booth 
signup is Oct. 5.

In advance of the job fair, both Chicago 
House TransWorks and TransTech will be provid-
ing job training and support. 

chicago house training
Chicago House will offer a free LGBTQ Job-

readiness training. Topics discussed include 
self-awareness, self-esteem, communication, 
career planning, conflict resolution, anger 
management, self-care, goal setting, interview 

skills, resume, and cover letter writing. Other 
topics will include coming out or transitioning 
and best practices.

Participants that take part in the job readi-
ness workshop are assigned a Career Specialist 
to help with setting career goals and objec-
tives. A Career Specialist is a career-focused 
counselor, who provides one-on-one guidance 
both before and after a participant gets a job.

The job readiness workshop will take place 
on Oct. 9, 10, 13 and 14. 

In order to take part in the LGBTQ job readi-
ness workshop, call Chicago House Employment 
program at 773-248-5200, ext. 109. 

transtech training
TransTech Social Enterprises (TTSE), is a non-

profit organization that offers an apprentice-
ship and training academy that teaches job 
skills, as well as graphic design and web cod-
ing. In the apprenticeship program, similar to a 
beauty school model, TransTech offers creative 
technology services including but not limited 
to, web development and graphic design, that 
are worked on by students and educators at af-
fordable prices for consumers. All of the profits 
go back into the program. 

TransTech is a social enterprise structure that 
is meant to maximize economic improvement 
and well-being within the LGBTQ community, 
rather than focusing on maximizing profits for 
external shareholders.

Those looking to engage with TransTech as 
an apprentice, supporter, or volunteer should 
email JGrant@transtechsocial.org or call 773-
372-3363.

Cox, black and 
Collins at Chicago 
house event

Laverne Cox, Dustin Lance Black and Jason 
Collins will be at Chicago’s House’s 6th annual 
speaker series Wed., Oct. 15, at the Hilton Chi-
cago, 720 S. Michigan Ave.

The program will be “a needed and thought-
ful discussion of inclusivity and equality be-
yond marriage,” according to Chicago House.

Laverne Cox is the Emmy-nominated co-
star of the Netflix series Orange is the New 
Black. Dustin Lance Black is the Oscar-winning 
screenwriter of Milk, and Jason Collins is the 
first openly gay player in the NBA.

See www.chicagohouse.org or call 773-248-
5200, ext. 209.

hate-crime summit 
oct. 20 in Chicago

A hate-crime summit for educators, law en-
forcement, researchers, service providers and 
the general community will be held Monday, 
Oct. 20, at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
750 S. Halsted St. The City of Chicago Commis-
sion on Human Relations will host, along with 
other agencies.

Organizers stated, “Hate crimes cause unique 
harm, both to the victim and to our entire 
community. In order to address and prevent 
hate crimes, we must work together. Effective 
responses to hate crimes require a clear under-
standing of the nature of hate crimes and the 
critical importance of reporting.”

October will mark the fifth anniversary of the 
Matthew Shepard & James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act that President Obama signed 
into law in October 2009.

“In commemoration of the signing of the 
law, and because hate crimes continue to be 
an everyday reality, we invite you to join us 
for Chicago’s Hate Crime Summit 2014,” the 
planners stated. “Through the Hate Crime 
Summit, we aim to raise awareness regarding 
hate crimes, address the barriers to reporting 
hate crimes, and provide opportunities for net-
working and collaboration. Audiences we seek 
to serve include educators, law enforcement, 
general community, researchers, and service 
providers.”

Students with an interest in the interdisci-
plinary understanding and prevention of hate 
crimes are invited to participate and submit an 
abstract for a research poster to display during 
the summit. To apply for a poster presentation, 
submit a one-page abstract of the proposed 
presentation to Dr. Paul Schewe at schewepa@
uic.edu.

See www.facebook.com/ChicagoCHR.

laverne cox. Photo by Jerry nunn
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

During 2015’s commencement ceremony, Roo-
sevelt University President Charles R. “Chuck” 
Middleton will, for the last time, repeat the 
same request of his graduating students that 
he has made since joining the school in 2002: 
“I want you to do well and I want you to do 
good.”

After 13 years at the helm of a school that—
since its founding in 1945— has prided itself 
on social justice and inclusion regardless of 
economic status, race, age, gender, sexual ori-
entation or gender identity, Middleton will re-
tire from a position he called “the opportunity 
of a lifetime in a unique circumstance” on June 
30, 2015. 

When he took on the role, Middleton told 
Windy City times he was one of only two openly 
gay university presidents. Today, the organiza-
tion LGBTQ Presidents in Higher Education—
in which he co-chairs—boasts more than 50 
members. That member roll is growing by at 
least two per year. Shortly before Middleton re-
tires, the organization will gather at Roosevelt 
University Chicago for the first-ever national 
LGBTQ conference in higher education, entitled 
“Shaping Our Futures.” 

Yet, it was an unbridled fascination with 
the stories and lessons of the past that drove 
Middleton through his journey in academia. 
Winston S. Churchill once advised “Study his-
tory. In history lies all the secrets of state-
craft.” Bedridden in his Miami, Florida, home 
with a bad case of the measles, Middleton was 
a seventh-grader when he read all four volumes 
of Churchill’s A History of the English Speak-
ing Peoples in order to stave off boredom. “It 
captured me,” he recalled. “I very quickly de-
veloped a love of history as an avocation and 
then I had the good fortune of turning it into 
a vocation.” 

Born in 1944 in the Northwest town of 
Hays, Kansas (to a mother named Dorothy), 
Middleton’s family relocated to Miami shortly 
after the Second World War. “It wasn’t the ex-
otic place that it is now,” Middleton said. “It 
was a pretty quiet southern town with all the 
‘charms’ of a quiet southern town that included 
segregated schools.” 

In 1962, he paid his own way through Florida 
State University with designs on becoming a 
grocery store manager. After realizing that he 

had little aptitude for economics, Middleton 
changed his major from business to history 
with a particularly interest in the develop-
ment of bureaucracies and social history in late 
18th- and early 19th-century Britain. 

In the fall of 1964, he married and had three 
children. “I lived a pretty traditional southern 
family life all things considered,” Middleton 
said, “and I did my very best to avoid real-
ity checks on my sexual orientation because it 
was too painful to think about what that might 
actually mean.” 

He was able instead to immerse himself in 
the cultural revolution of 1967 London during 
a research year spent at the Public Records Of-
fice and the then British Museum. Determined 
to try everything, he and his wife sat in the 
nosebleed section for a Covent Garden produc-
tion of Swan Lake danced by Rudolf Nureyev 
and Joan Fontaine, saw the original version of 
Fiddler on the Roof starring Topol, and went 
to the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall. “What 
didn’t we do?” Middleton remembered. “I loved 
it.” 

He eventually became a Fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society. After receiving his M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Duke University, he was hired as an 
assistant professor at the University of Colora-
do: Boulder where he would teach for the next 
27 years and author his 1977 book The Admin-
istration of British Foreign Policy, 1782-1946.

Throughout his early academic achievements, 
Middleton said he was always thinking about 
his attraction to men. “Of course living in the 
south in the late sixties, I would have rather 
died than do anything about it,” he remem-
bered. “There was no gay visibility in those 
days and—if there was—it was always bad.”

In the 1976 book about growing up gay in 
America, The Best Little Boy in the World, An-
drew Tobias (under the pen name of John Reid) 
recollected the “shining performances” of his 
childhood years. “I was feeling less than ad-
equate,” he wrote. “Embarrassed? Look, let me 
tell you about embarrassment! But it was more 
than that: It was the basic understanding—
that sick, guilty feeling in the deepest recesses 
of my psyche—that I was a phony.”

Calling the book “essentially my story,” Mid-
dleton similarly came to realize that he was in 
an untenable position. “If you just do every-
thing you’re supposed to do; follow the rules, 
study hard. If you do all of that stuff, nobody 

will ever guess that you have this deep dark 
secret that you like boys. But by the late ‘70s, 
it was increasingly clear that I couldn’t sustain 
that.” 

Middleton came out and separated from 
his wife. The subsequent conversation with 
his children—who were then 8, 10 and 12—
caused three separate reactions. “The 12-year-
old said ‘OK. Can we turn the television back 
on?’ My 10-year-old boy jumped up and yelled 
at me, ‘Why did you tell us that? You’ve ruined 
our lives!’ and stormed off and slammed the 
door to his bedroom. The 8-year-old said to 
me, ‘I don’t even know what that is daddy but 
I know I love you.’” 

Middleton began to cry.
The world by then was changing. He recalled 

sitting in on a dean’s meeting the morning af-
ter the university’s teacher of human sexuality 
announced to his class that he was gay. “The 
reaction was almost ho-hum,” Middleton said. 
“They didn’t care, but I didn’t say anything. 
I think you have to develop the skill to say 
something and it takes getting comfortable 
in your own skin and with who you are. The 
toughest thing I ever had to do was being able 
to look at myself in the mirror and say ‘you’re 
gay and you’re OK.’ It took a lot of work to get 
to there.”

Middleton met his partner of 33 years, John 
S. Geary—a now-retired professor—and, pro-
fessionally, went on to become provost and 
vice pesident for academic affairs at Ohio’s 
Bowling Green State University and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs at the University Sys-
tem of Maryland. 

He described his presidency of Roosevelt 
University to Windy City Times as “accidental.”

“By the late part of the 1990s, I had come 
to the realization that there had never been an 
out, publically visible gay man as the president 
of a university in this country,” he said. “So I 
thought I probably never would be a president 
and I was OK with that. When they called me 
about this job and said they were interested in 
me, I laughed. It was preposterous.” 

After providing the Roosevelt University 
search committee representative with all the 
intellectual reasons he could think of for why 
they shouldn’t hire him, Middleton held his 
breath and told her he was gay. 

“She said, ‘They know that,’” he recalled. 
“And my world changed.” 

Despite an initial opinion of the downtown 
campus as a rather seedy looking place, Mid-
dleton was immediately taken with the school’s 
commitment to social justice. “It was just em-
bedded in the culture,” he said. “Inclusiveness 
and equality and opportunity was so important 
in everything they did and the motivating and 
animating force in both academic and other 
terms. I felt welcome. This was the place I 
wanted to be.”

Middleton was driving on the I-95 interstate 
between Baltimore and Bethesda, Maryland, 
when he was offered the job. Relocating with 
Geary to the South Loop, he joined the boards 
of the Center on Halsted the National Parents 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) and 
Services & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual 
and Transgendered Elders (SAGE).

During his tenure at Roosevelt, he watched 
with considerable pride as the students af-
fected their own change in university policy 
and environment such as the inclusion of 
a gender inclusive floor in the new Wabash 
Building. “Our students are comfortable being 
themselves and advocating for others in their 
space,” he said. Middleton meets with the LG-
BTQ student group “RU Proud” annually. Those 
students have helped drive events such as the 
annual transgender awareness week that takes 
place every November. 

“When they come here, our students are very 
different than when they leave,” Middleton ad-
mitted with a smile. “By the time they gradu-
ate, we have changed them and I fervently 
hope and believe it’s for the better. We have 
taught them that the most important way to 
live an engaged life is to make a difference and 
take pleasure in the success you helped oth-
ers to have so—fifty or sixty years after you 
graduate—somebody will say ‘it mattered that 
you walked this way.’ If that’s true, then this 
institution has served our students well and—
through them—society and human kind.”

While Middleton counts each of Roosevelt’s 
students among his greatest achievements, he 
maintains the challenge for him has been for 
the world to find out about the school in the 
first place. “Chicago is a very crowded market,” 
he said. “It’s hard to get visibility when you are 
as comparatively young as we are.” 

Middleton asserted that visibility was one of 
the reasons he pushed forward the 2012 com-
pletion of the Wabash Building—a 32-story 
vertical campus that has changed the Chicago 
skyline. A February article that year in the Chi-
cago Reader took him to task over it, calling 
his decision “a gamble.” 

“Go stand outside the Adler Planetarium and 
look back to the city and you see Roosevelt 
University,” Middleton countered. “Why do we 
have bows instead of just a straight building? 
Why is it made of glass? Because we want to 
make a statement about the importance of 
what goes on inside this space and that the 
city and the world needs places like us.”

In his farewell speech to the House of Com-
mons in 1955, Churchill hoped “the day may 
come when fair play, love for one’s fellow men, 
respect for justice and freedom will enable tor-
mented generations to march forth serene and 
triumphant from the hideous epoch in which 
we have to dwell.” 

Middleton said he looks forward to the day 
when LGBTQ people will be able to enjoy the 
triumph of full equality. While he acknowledged 
the need for vigilance in the long road towards 
it, perhaps the students he has watched march 
down the aisles of the Auditorium Building will 
be instrumental in seeing its conclusion. Mean-
while, Middleton has looked back and considers 
his life as an educator “blessed.” 

“It’s a word I don’t use that often,” he ac-
knowledged. “But I think I’ve had a terrifically 
gratifying and satisfying life largely because of 
the students I’ve had the privilege of working 
with over time, many of whom have become my 
friends. It’s been a personal journey as well as 
a professional journey. Very few people are as 
fortunate as I am.”

roosevelt university President charles Middleton. Photo by Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

openly gay roosevelt
univ. president to retire
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‘black Gay Guys 
rock Monologues’ 
sept. 24

In commemoration of National Gay Men’s 
HIV/AIS Awareness Day, AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago will present “The Black Gay Guys 
Rock Monologues” Wed., Sept. 24, 6-8:30 
p.m. at The Baton Show Lounge, 436 N. Clark 
St.

The event will feature spoken-word artist, 
comedian and singer ButtaFlySoul as well as 
Marquez Rhyme. A discussion will follow.

To RSVP, visit http://stepupgettested.
com/events/the-black-gayguys-rock-mono-
logues/.

‘sex in the City ii’
sept. 25 at 
university Center

AIDS Foundation of Chicago is holding 
“Sex in the City II” on Thursday, Sept. 25, 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at University Center, 
525 S. State St.

The conference will explore how HIV/AIDS 
is impacting the African-American MSM (men 
who have sex with men) community.

The one-day conference will include ple-
nary sessions focusing on the treatment 
engagement, retention in care, the social 
determinants of health and stigma that are 
often triggers.

For more information, visit http://www.
aidschicago.org/prevention.
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By Matt siMonette

A gay man who was fired in late July from his 
position as director of worship at Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Inverness met with Cardinal 
Francis George Sept. 9.

Colin Collette was fired from his job after an-
nouncing through social media that he and his 
partner, William Nifong, were engaged.

Collette said that he didn’t know what to ex-
pect from the meeting, adding, “I’m going to 
meet with him, lay out my case, and see what 
he says.”

Nifong and Collette’s relationship was not a 
secret at Holy Family, and the couple socialized 
with many families there. Collette still does not 
know who issued the complaint that eventually 
cost him his job.

“That’s one thing I intend to ask,” Collette 
said. “I have a right to know who that was.”

He asked for the meeting shortly after an-
other parishioner, one of many at the church 
who’ve backed Collette and Nifong, went in to 
discuss the matter with George.

“I just emailed him, and I received an email 
back saying that he had three times avail-
able—I was a little surprised,” he said.

After Collette’s dismissal in late July, the 
Archdiocese of Chicago released an unapolo-
getic rationale in a statement: “Those that 
serve as Ministers of the Church, including 
worship ministers, are expected to conform 
their lives publicly with the teachings of the 
Church.”

Collette said he has been continuing to 
weigh his options. “We’re seeing a lot of sup-
port. We’ve seen a lot of hatred in this too, but 
people are still overwhelmingly supportive.” 

A prayer vigil to bless Collette before the 

meeting took place Sept. 7 in the parking lot 
across the street from Holy Family. Participants 
were encouraged to wear purple to show their 
support.

“That’s the color of solidarity around the 
church,” Collette said. “I’m not even sure how 
it started, but that’s what we do.”

lGbt group hosts
9/11 tribute to
Fr. Mychal Judge
By carrie MaxWell

About 50 people attended the 9/11 memorial 
tribute to Fr. Mychal Judge at Old St. Patrick’s 
Church Sept. 11. The tribute featured a screen-
ing of a documentary about Judge’s life, the 
“Saint of 9/11.”

Judge (Catholic priest, Franciscan friar and 
chaplain of the New York City Fire Department) 
was the first recorded casualty following the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Bob Kolatorowicz, director of Social Justice 
and Adult Education Ministry at Old St. Pat-
rick’s Church, provided words of welcome and 
Maureen Schuneman, Old St. Patrick’s Gay and 
Lesbian Friends and Families Outreach commit-
tee member, spoke about Judge and his 9/11 
connection, noted Judge’s induction into the 
Legacy Walk on Oct. 11th of this year and in-
troduced Victor Salvo, founder and executive 
director of the Legacy Project Chicago.

“It’s great that this day is finally here and 
the fact that it happened on 9/11, even I 
didn’t think of that one,” said Salvo. “We are 
thrilled that of the seven new plaques that are 
being added to the installation on Oct. 11th 

(National Coming Out Day) one of them is fi-
nally for Fr. Judge.”

Salvo also spoke about the significance of 
The Legacy Project Chicago as the only instal-
lation of its kind in the world and mentioned 
the education resources that are available on 
the website.

Sean Mundy, Old St. Patrick’s Gay and Lesbian 
Friends and Families Outreach committee mem-
ber, read the prayer that Judge said to the fam-
ily members of the victims of TWA flight 800 
crash ahead of the screening.

The documentary, with narration by out actor 
Ian McKellan, touched on all aspects of Judge’s 
life and included recollections from friends, 
fellow priests and nuns and New York City offi-
cials. They spoke about his involvement in the 
rescue efforts on 9/11, his longtime member-
ship in AA and the fact that he was gay. Ac-

cording to the documentary, one of the turning 
points in Judge’s life was the AIDS crisis of the 
1980s. Although many health officials and vol-
unteers were abandoning AIDS patients, Judge 
visited patients and embraced them without 
any barriers and he also got involved with 
the Gay Men’s Health Crisis organization. The 
documentary also touched on his childhood in 
Brooklyn and his travels overseas. 

A discussion with guided questions followed 
the screening of the documentary.

Old St. Patrick’s Gay and Lesbian Friends and 
Families Outreach sponsored the event.

See www.oldstpats.org/service/outreach-op-
portunities/gay-and-lesbian-friends-and-fami-
lies-outreach-2 and www.legacyprojectchicago.
org for more information.

note: Carrie Maxwell is also a volunteer for 
the Legacy Project Chicago.

Man fired from church
job meets Cardinal George
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from left: John Parro, Bob kolatorowicz, sean Mundy, Maureen schuneman and Victor salvo. 
Photo by carrie Maxwell
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battery, driving on a revoked license and driv-
ing without insurance. She was transported to 
Cook County Jail’s Division 11—a medium se-
curity facility—and assigned a defender from 
Cook County Public Defender A.C. Cunningham 
Jr.’s office.

 A little more than one month later, a grand 
jury indicted Love on charges of first-degree 
attempted murder and aggravated battery. She 
was transferred to the maximum-security, all-
male Division 9 and placed in protective cus-
tody. She has remained there for almost two-
and-a-half years, locked in her cell for 22 hours 
a day with a male roommate. 

Channyn Lynne Parker is a community ad-
vocate who has visited transgender detain-
ees at the Cook County Jail for the past 18 
months. During one of those visits this past 
August, Love told Parker her story. It imme-
diately raised questions in Parker’s mind that 
something about Love’s situation was terribly 
wrong. “She confided in me that she was fac-
ing 10 years in prison,” Parker told Windy City 
Times. “When Eisha, me and the social worker 
I was working with began to talk, I was just 
appalled. It made me question why her case 
wasn’t being brought into the proper context 
for the court to hear.”

Parker posted her thoughts on her Facebook 
page. On Aug. 23, Addison Vincent, a student 
at Chapman University in Orange, California, 
saw the post, got in touch with Parker and 
started a Change.org petition, “#FreeEisha,” 
that told Love’s story. “A young transwoman 
sits detained in the Cook County Jail, facing 10 
years imprisonment for 1st degree attempted 
murder,” Vincent wrote. “Her crime? Self-de-
fense.”

As of Sept. 14, that petition had garnered 
more than 4,000 signatures, along with mes-
sages of support from around the world.

In order to talk to Love, Windy City Times 
had to see her through visitation permitted to 
friends and family. No electronic or recording 
devices, pens or notepaper are allowed. Upon 
approval of an application form, visitors must 
show their ID at the entrance to the jail. They 
then walk through a maze of fences and de-
scend underground via a flight of stairs into 
a dimly lit waiting area with only raised slabs 
of concrete as seats. Time passes—sometimes 
well more than an hour—before the detainee’s 
name is announced.

Following a second security search involving 
an X-ray scan and thorough pat-down, visitors 
are ordered to line up against a wall. A guard 
leads them through a long, dark corridor to a 
metal elevator that ascends and opens into a 
narrow room with a line of Plexiglass windows 
on the right each containing a small, red grate 
in the center. Eventually, handcuffed prisoners 
in yellow jumpsuits enter from the jail and take 
their seats on the opposite side of the glass.

Against the male prisoners, Love appeared 
quite diminutive. Her dark hair was brushed 
back from her head, she had no make-up on 
and, underneath her eyes, heavy bags seemed 
to betray many a sleepless night. Her appear-
ance was a far cry from the pictures on her 
modeling website that were taken before her 

ordeal began—a radiant, confident young 
woman with a disarming smile and deep brown 
eyes that betrayed her dream to one day be 
just as successful as Carmen Carrera. 

Yet, when she recognized her visitor, her lips 
curved into that same delightful smile—as 
if for a moment she completely forgot where 
she was. A compliment brought a pause and a 
self-conscious blush. She joked about her hair 
and then added hopefully, “Someone from the 
beauty school is coming next week. They’re go-
ing to help fix it.”

She spoke quickly as if she believed the visit 
was going to be terminated at any minute. She 
alternated between pressing her ear to the 
grate to listen to her visitor and then turning 
to speak into it. She talked candidly about life 
on the violent streets of Austin, the love she 
has for her family, the appalling conditions of 
the jail and her dreams that began as a desire 
to go into the culinary arts and then to become 
a model—dreams that were cut short by the 
events of March 28, 2012. 

Less than one month after Love’s arrest, an-
other transgender woman of color named Paige 
Clay, 23, was discovered in an alley in West 
Garfield Park on April 19, 2012. She had been 
shot through the head. 

On Aug. 15, 2012, the body of Donta “Tiffa-
ny” Gooden, 19, was found less than a one-half 
mile away with—according to the report at the 
time by Windy City Times reporter Kate Sosin—
“multiple stab wounds and incised wounds.”

In its report detailing the homicides of LG-
BTQ people in 2012, the National Coalition of 
Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP) noted that the 
year “remained the fourth highest ever record-
ed. The disproportionate impact of homicides 
against people of color, transgender women, 
and gender non-conforming LGBTQ and HIV-
affected people continued in 2012.”

Chicago’s Center on Halsted Anti-Violence 
Project (COH AVP) findings for the year indi-
cated that “23% of reported victims/survivors 
of hate violence identified as Transgender, in-
cluding the only homicides reported to COH 
AVP in 2012.” 

The report also stated, “We suspect attention 
to incidents of hate violence shifted as a large 
part of the LGBTQ population and organizations 
in Chicago turned their attention to winning 
same-sex marriage rights in Illinois during the 
past year.”

Even growing up in Austin, with drug deals 
and the sounds of gunshots occurring on the 
street outside her home, Love had no idea of 
the rate at which transgender women of color 
were being attacked in that neighborhood. 

Born on April 10, 1989, the eldest sister of 
a large family, her earliest memories revolve 
around the knowledge that there was some-
thing different about her. At first, she thought 
she was gay—an idea that terrified her. In a 
Windy City Times interview, Love’s mother—
who asked only to be identified as “Callie”—
recalled that her young daughter liked to walk 
around in her mother’s shoes and put on her 
dresses. Callie thought it was “cute” but—like 
many parents of children who express a dif-
ferent gender identity than that assigned at 
birth—Love’s mother initially dismissed it as 
a phase. 

But it wasn’t, and Love’s pain and confusion 
often displayed itself in anguished tears or 
angry outbursts. Love said she was kicked out 
of school during her sophomore year. She tried 
taking jobs, but none of them paid the kind 
of money that would allow Love both to sur-
vive and meet the exorbitant transition-related 
costs required to fulfill her desperate need to 
match her body with her identity. 

However, on March 28, 2012, Love had a dif-
ferent goal in mind—a surprise birthday pres-
ent for her mother of chocolate-covered straw-
berries. Sometime between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., 
she and a friend drove up in her car—identified 
in the arrest report as a 1997 Lincoln Continen-
tal—and parked adjacent to the Citgo station 
on the corner of West Madison Street and North 
Kilbourn Avenue in Austin. 

There, they were met by two men—one of 
whom began attacking her verbally. Love was 

no stranger to slurs. Callie told Windy City 
Times that Love had been dealing with them 
for a long time as a transgender woman on the 
streets of Austin. But she eventually learned 
to just keep her head down and ignore them. 
This time, however, the men wanted Love and 
her friend out of their neighborhood, and the 
tirade of anti-transgender insults escalated un-
til one of the men punched Love in the face. 

According to the arresting officer, Love “be-
gan looking for bottles to use for defense.” At 
this point, the report maintains that the com-
plainant in the case ran when Love began to 
look for a bottle and that Love “got in ‘his’ car 
and followed.” 

However, the way Windy City Times under-
stood Love’s version of events, she heard one 
of the men calling friends for some support. 
Realizing that the danger to both of them had 
dramatically intensified, Love and her friend 
ran for her car and drove north on Kilbourn 
with the two men giving chase, on foot. They 
were eventually joined by two men in a car. 
Kilbourn is a narrow, two-lane street. The in-
tersection of Washington and Kilbourn is less 
than a one-half block from the Citgo. There, 
the men caught up with Love and her friend. 
Love recalled two other men in a blue Pontiac 
driving behind her vehicle. Certain that one of 
them had a gun, Love drove through the inter-
section with the men pursuing both on foot 
and in the car.

Less than a block away at 124 N. Kilbourn 
Ave.—just before the intersection of West End 
Avenue—she lost control of the vehicle and it 
swerved, hitting one of her pursuers. The arrest 
report states that, at the time, Love was “in 
fear for ‘his’ [Love’s] safety.” 

There were indications that the man began 
to limp away from the scene. The arrest report 
stated that he suffered “a compound fracture 
of the lower left leg and a dislocated ankle. 
He was transferred to Mount Sinai Hospital and 
treated.” 

Meanwhile—certain that the men were go-
ing to kill them—Love and her friend exited 
the car and ran. Love went one block farther 
north toward Maypole Street and hid between 
some houses. She called her mother, who told 
Windy City Times that her daughter sounded 
“terrified.” 

Police received the call of a “hit and run in-
cident at 124 North Kilbourn at 10:22 hours.”

Callie dressed and got into her pick-up truck 
with her then-fiancé. She drove up and down 

Maypole looking for her daughter. Love even-
tually emerged and Callie drove them back to 
the scene of the accident. According to Callie, 
fewer than 15 minutes had passed since she re-
ceived the call. Yet there were no ambulances. 
There was no crime scene tape. There was only 
one police car and a group of male bystanders 
who identified Love with the words, “There’s 
the faggot that did it.” Callie said they began 
to approach the truck threatening Love with 
calls of “we’re going to get you.” 

The officer on the scene did not immedi-
ately arrest Love after Callie indicated that 
her daughter was in the truck. Instead, she 
was instructed to drive her to the District 11 
precinct. There, on the advice of her mother, 
Love turned herself in to authorities. The arrest 
report said she was given her Miranda rights 
at 10:55—just more than half an hour after 
police received the initial call. Callie thought 
her daughter would be questioned and then re-
leased. However, hours later she received a call 
from Love, who said they were “keeping her.” 

So began a two-and-a-half-year-long night-
mare for mother and daughter that is far from 
over. 

The April 4, 2012, complaint signed by the 
man Love allegedly struck asserts that Love 
“knowingly and intentionally caused great 
bodily harm and permanent disability while 
committing a battery of [complainant’s name] 
in that ‘he’ intentionally drove over the side-
walk and struck [complainant’s name] causing 
[complainant’s] ankle to have a dislocation, an 
open fracture and loss of bone.”

The April grand jury subsequently indicted 
Love with “attempted first degree murder with-
out lawful justification with intent to kill” an 
act which “constituted a substantial step to-
wards the commission of first degree murder” 
as well as three counts of aggravated battery. 
Love was told the reason the charges were up-
graded from aggravated assault to attempted 
murder was because the complainant in the 
case “had to have his leg amputated.” 

Exactly why they were upgraded, or how the 
grand jury established an “intent to kill” on 
Love’s part based on injuries to the complain-
ant is a part of grand jury transcripts and so 
known only to the Cook County prosecutor and 
the investigating detective named in the in-
dictment.

Love since has been told to “think about jus-
tice for the boy you hit.” 

Windy City Times discovered that the com-

Case from cover

“nobody is putting 
her case into a 

proper context—she 
was just trying to 
escape with her 
life.”—Channyn 

Lynne Parker
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the alleged harassment of eisha love took place at the citgo station at Madison and kilbourn, 
followed immediately by her fleeing in a car and being chased by the alleged harassers. at 
124 n. kilbourn, she reportedly lost control of the car and hit one of the men who was chasing 
her on foot. 



plainant in Love’s case was arrested Aug. 8, 
2014, on felony firearm charges and violation 
of parole. He is currently in Cook County Jail 
Division 10. 

As for the witness in Love’s car, initially Love 
did not name her, saying instead that she knew 
her friend had been “tortured and killed” some 
months afterward—something with which her 
mother agrees. There is a palpable fear of re-
taliation on the streets of Austin—that those 
men who threatened to “get” Love have at-
tempted to make good on their promise, leav-
ing anyone associated with her or the incident 
in danger. While refusing to be named, former 
associates of Love said they believe the woman 
in the car was Gooden, who was found dead 
Aug. 15. 

lack of support
Lisa Gilmore is the principal and founder of 

the Illinois Accountability Initiative—a grass-
roots movement for LGBTQ people and an ac-
tive member of the NCAVP. “Through the work 
of NCAVP, we have noted a trend in the past 
four years of transgender women of color be-
ing the most likely victims of anti-LGBTQ ho-
micide,” Gilmore told Windy City Times. “They 
make up at least 50% of the homicides. They 
are experiencing the highest levels of violence 
of a very severe nature with the most horrify-
ing outcomes—many stab wounds or multiple 
gunshot wounds.”

Gilmore went on to note that a large number 
of the crimes are underreported, perpetrators 
are often unidentified and so go unprosecuted. 
Furthermore, she believes trans women of color 
have a very valid fear of reporting incidents of 
hate or intimidation. “They don’t want to draw 
attention to their lives and be put through the 
ringer about their identities,” she said. “Some 
folks are living in areas where there is a lot of 
violence going on around them on a daily basis 
so not bringing attention to themselves is a 
survival mechanism.” 

The constant shroud of fear under which 
trans women of color live does not go unno-
ticed by those who are attacking them. “Per-
petrators taking advantage of people’s fear of 
how others are going to react is very common 
across the LGBTQ community,” Gilmore said. 

The City of Chicago’s Public Defenders Office 
refused to comment on the matter. According 
to information received from the Cook County 
Clerk’s office, Love’s case was continued Aug. 
19, 2014 and her next appearance in court is 
Oct. 2. The Cook County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice offered no reason why the initial charges 
against Love were upgraded from aggravated 
battery to attempted first-degree murder with 
intent to kill. They would only say that they 
intend to move forward with the case. 

Meanwhile, as of publication, the CPD has 
not commented on the investigation of the 
incident, the threats that were issued to Love 
from the bystanders, or a possible connection 
between the events of March 28, 2012 and the 
death of Gooden less than five months later.

There are former community advocates in 
Austin who allege that a thorough examination 
of the circumstances of both Love’s case and 
further attacks against transgender women of 
color which occurred that year has been myste-
riously lacking on the part of the CPD. At least 
to Parker, the answer as to why is obvious. 

“Eisha is [a] transgender woman of color 
born on a side of town that nobody particularly 
cares about,” she said. “I believe that if Eisha 
had been born in another zip code, if she was 
not a person of color, her case would be a lot 
more promising. But, because she is a trans-
gender woman, nobody is giving her the same 
privileges that that would be given to anybody 
else fighting for justice. She is part of an ex-
pendable group of people who are just trying 
to survive, so nobody is putting her case into a 
proper context—she was just trying to escape 
with her life.” 

“When transgender women get involved in 
the criminal legal system, most often their 
gender identities are not respected,” Gilmore 
said. “Their identities are used as ways to dis-
credit them—to try and tear them apart and 

make them not-credible.”
In early June 2012, a Minneapolis transgen-

der woman, CeCe McDonald discovered this 
when she received a sentence of 41 months for 
second-degree manslaughter following a 2011 
incident during which she attempted to defend 
herself against an attack in front of a bar. She 

was eventually released after serving almost 
half of that sentence. 

Love is now 25 years old and is beginning 
to get a clear idea of the odds stacked against 
her. Although she tries hard to maintain a 
tough will to fight for her freedom, she is petri-
fied that her life is over unless someone comes 

forward to advocate on her behalf. 
Meanwhile, she is simply trying to survive 

day-to-day. She alleges that guards in Division 
9 are often verbally abusive. She is receiving 
some hormone treatment but not enough. Sit-
ting in her cell, it is all she can do to keep her 
spirits up. So she reads and re-reads the letters 
she has received through the change.org peti-
tion trying to live in the messages of hope they 
contain and thinking about what she will do 
if she is released—how she will work hard in 
order to complete her physical transition and 
then go on to live her dream as a model. 

But then there are moments when a deep 
sadness overtakes her—when she thinks of her 
siblings growing up without their older sister 
and her mother who is finding it increasingly 
harder to keep faith in her daughter’s release. 
The self-loathing of Love’s transgender identity 
takes over in words that may seem shocking to 
the advocacy groups who have recently come 
forward to loudly declare unity in the battle 
for transgender rights, but are born out of the 
neighborhood of Austin and the lives that so 
many transgender women of color live and lose 
there. “If I wasn’t a tranny,” Love said. “None 
of this would have happened to me.”

eisha love’s mother talked with Windy 
city times about her daughter. see page 16.

124 n. kilbourn ave., where the incident is alleged to have occurred. Photo by Gretchen 
rachel Blickensderfer
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Novelist and poet Barbara Kingsolver once 
wrote that “sometimes the strength of mother-
hood is greater than natural laws.” For one Chi-
cago mother raising a large family alone in the 
West Side neighborhood of Austin, her strength 
was tested without remission every single day. 

In the two-and-a-half years since she re-
ceived a panicked call from her eldest daugh-
ter on the morning of March 28, 2012, she has 
been forced to call upon every ounce of cour-
age and stamina she has. 

She is the mother of Eisha Love—a 25-year-
old trans woman of color who was arrested that 
morning on initial charges of aggravated bat-
tery after fleeing a verbal and physical assault 
by two men at an Austin gas station, and then 
allegedly striking and injuring one of the men 
with her car. Love has since been held in pro-
tective custody in the maximum-security Divi-
sion 9 of the Cook County Jail awaiting trial for 
attempted first-degree murder. 

Love’s mother agreed to an interview with 
Windy City Times. For her own protection and 
that of her children, she asked to be identi-
fied under an alias, “Callie.” At the time of our 
interview, she had just returned from work to 
a meticulously kept home that is in stark con-
trast to the derelict, semi-abandoned street 
outside. She began by proudly sharing the 
achievements of each of her children, showing 
off their diplomas and pictures containing fac-
es that were handsome, adorable and elegant. 

When she displayed a picture of Love from a 
modeling photo session taken before the young 
woman’s arrest, her eyes began to moisten. 
“Isn’t she beautiful?” She smiled. Soft-spoken 
and with an unassuming nature often betrayed 
by a gentle laugh, there is an undeniable, 
straightforward sincerity about Callie’s char-
acter. During the course of the conversation, 
this led to melancholy admissions about her 
mistakes in life. There are moments when, with 
the innate quality of a mother, she completely 
shoulders the blame for her daughter’s predica-
ment even though the story of Love’s child-
hood lacks a key figure. 

“Eisha’s father was in her life financially,” 
Callie said. “Anyway, he was a drug dealer and 
at the time I was maybe 18. He would take 
care of her and buy her clothes or whatever she 
needed but there [was] no time spent [with 
her] and that’s the most important thing.”

However, Callie also conceded to her own 
drug-related problems that had an effect on 
Love’s early life. “I was messed up, too,” Callie 
said. “So Eisha was like the babysitter who took 
care of my younger kids for me. As she grew 
older, I guess she developed some anger to-
wards me—you know like talking back and be-
ing disrespectful—for what I put her through 
during my addiction. But I wasn’t there like I 
should’ve been for my child and I hate that.”

When Love came out at the age of 14, Cal-
lie said the child’s father began to shy away 
completely. “At first Eisha came out as a gay 
boy,” she said. “And then she came out as a 
transsexual, so it was like a double whammy. 
She was a good kid but I always felt some-
thing wasn’t right because she used to play in 
my heels or my gowns. She played with mostly 
girls. She didn’t spend a lot of time around 
guys but I was still hoping and praying that 
it wasn’t true.”

Eventually, Callie not only came to accept 
Love as an energetic, ambitious and outgoing 
young woman, but she also became proud of 
her. That appeared to have done wonders for 
Love’s self esteem. “I was with it,” Callie said 
with a smile. “I let everybody know ‘that’s my 
girl’ because when Eisha was in the room, she 
was looking better than some of these real 
women out here. I mean, she liked to dress 
nice, she wanted to be a real lady and she was 

looking real good.”
When Callie visits her daughter in the jail and 

sees her robbed of her make-up and an appear-
ance in which Love invested so much time and 
energy, the memories of her flourishing young 
beauty take on a significance that is particu-
larly agonizing. “When I go see her, it hurts 
me,” Callie said. “I hate it so much because I 
know how my child likes to look.” 

As for the circumstances which lead to Love 
being locked in a 22-hour per-day cell in a 
male prison, Callie recalled being awoken on 
the morning of March 28, 2012 by her daugh-
ter’s terrified voice on the other end of the 
phone. “She said ‘Mom, come get me. These 
boys, they’re trying to kill me!’”

At the time, Callie was living with her fian-
cé—a man who was active in each of his step-
children’s lives but who has since passed away 
from cancer. They hurriedly dressed, jumped 
into Callie’s pick-up and frantically drove up 
and down Maypole Street—about a block and 
a half from where the incident occurred. After 
calling Love on her cell phone, Callie eventu-
ally found her daughter hiding between two 
buildings. “She was scared to death! For her 
life!” Callie remembered. “I kept telling her to 
calm down.” 

They immediately drove Love back to the 
scene of the accident. Less than 15 minutes 
had passed since her initial call. “The car was 
on the curb and there was one police car,” Cal-
lie said. “There was an officer just sitting out 
there waiting for the tow truck to come and 
impound it.” 

She added that she didn’t see any sign of 
the man Love allegedly struck, there was no 
ambulance or anything else that would signal a 
serious crime had been committed. There were 
only six or seven male bystanders on the corner 
of Washington and Kilbourn who began to walk 

toward her truck. “They must have spotted [Ei-
sha] in the truck,” Callie said. “They kept star-
ing and saying some shit like ‘We’re going to 
get you.’ I was thinking they were going to do 
something to me.”

Even though Callie told the police officer 
that Love was in her truck, he did not place her 
under arrest. “He said, ‘You need to take him 
up to Kedzie and Harrison.’” Callie recalled. “So 
that’s exactly what I did. I told Eisha ‘you ain’t 
done nothing wrong’ and I told her to call me 
when they were through questioning her. But 
when she did call me, she said, ‘Mom, they’re 
going to keep me.’ I wasn’t thinking she was 
going to stay in there. I thought they were go-
ing to question her and go over some things 
and then let her out. Ever since then, she’s 
been locked up.” 

It was last year, Callie remembered, that 
somebody in the neighborhood told her the girl 
who was with Love in the car had been killed. 
“I am scared for my child’s life,” Callie said. “I 
mean when she gets out, I’m going to have to 
put her on a plane or a bus or something. She 
can’t come this way. No way. Because they’re 
not through with this.” 

Windy City Times asked Callie who she was 
referring to. “Them boys,” she said, indicating 
to the men who were present when she drove 
Love back to the scene of the accident. “Them 
boys who were over there. I’m almost sure it 
was a gang. This ain’t over with.”

Callie had nobly maintained her composure 
throughout the entire conversation with Windy 
City Times. But, as she began to relate how 
frightened she is for her daughter’s future, she 
gradually hunched over and a stream of ago-
nized tears fell onto her dining room table. “I 
just want it to be over. It worries me a lot just 
knowing that she’s in there. I just want it to 
be over,” she repeated again and again, barely 
able to form words through her tears. “I didn’t 
think it would be going on this long. It hurts 
so bad to see your child like that and I can’t 

do nothing. I can’t help her get out of there. I 
want her to get out of there so she can live the 
rest of her life, that’s all.”

Between visits to Love, all Callie has been 
able to do is helplessly watch the sporadic pro-
ceedings in court and try to make some sense 
of what is happening there. “There was a tape 
from the gas station,” she recalled by way of 
example. “But they didn’t let us see it that day. 
I never got a chance to see it. I don’t think 
they said a reason. I don’t know what’s going 
on. I don’t know what to say to these people.”  

Callie’s spirits were lifted when one of her 
children showed her the recent Change.org pe-
tition that was started on Love’s behalf. “It 
made me happy to see that,” she said. “It’s a 
good feeling to know that these people don’t 
even know my child and they’re with her.” 

During her visits to her daughter in Division 
9, separated from her by a Plexiglass wall, Cal-
lie is only able to express her love through a 
small red grate. Summoning what remains of 
her strength and a dignity that is denied even 
the family members of inmates, Callie tries to 
keep Love safe from what she admits is her own 
temptation to just give up and accept the situ-
ation they have been handed. 

“I just try to encourage her to be strong,” 
Callie said. “She’s my child and I love her just 
the same. They can’t keep her in there forever. 
I just keep telling her that it’s going to be all 
right.”

next Week: Windy City Times journeys to 
Love’s neighborhood of Austin for an in-depth 
look at the lives of trans women of color who 
are on the streets, and the social workers who 
are trying to protect them. The story examines 
a disturbing and continuing trend of violence 
and intimidation, and a possible link between 
the incident involving Love and the subsequent 
murders of trans women Paige Clay and Tiffany 
Gooden—one that has led many to question 
what is being done by law enforcement and 
city leaders.

Mother of eisha love: 
heartbreak and courage
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eisha love. Photo from Model Mayhem

Chicago 2014 
homeless 
youth summit 
report released

Windy City Times has released a detailed 
report of recommendations from the first 
LGBTQ youth summit on homelessness. WCT 
hosted the event, held May 2-5 at three 
downtown locations.

The 70-page report is available as a free 
download on the Windy City Times website 
at the link:www.windycitymediagroup.com/
pdf/YOUTHSUMMITREPORTSMALL.pdf and 
also on the Chicago 2014 Homeless Youth 
Summit website, chicagosummit.lgbthome-
lessness.com/.

Two projects have already been started 
out of the summit: Volunteer Alison Stanton 
created a team to produce a moble-friendly 
resource website for youth, resources.lg-
bthomelessness.com/. Also, a team of peo-
ple are meeting to host a job fair and addi-
tional training for transgender youth.

The document will be shared with key non-
profit, government agencies and individuals 
interested in working collaboratively on so-
lutions for the homeless youth population of 
Chicago. An estimated 40 percent of home-
less youth and young adults are LGBTQ.

Summit host was Tracy Baim of Windy 
City Times. Kim Hunt of Affinity Community 
Service was summit director, Bonn Wade of 
TransLife Center was adult ally, and youth or-
ganizers were Trian Alexander, Breezi Connor 
and Keyshia LaMorris.

The summit involved about 300 people, 
including around 30 percent of those under 
age 25 who have experienced homeless-
ness. Sessions were held at Ann and Robert 
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital, the University 
of Illinois at Chicago Gender and Sexuality 

Center, and the Museum of Broadcast Com-
munications.

Dozens of youth and adult allies volun-
teered their time to work on the summit-in 
advance, during and after. The facilitators 
for the summit included nonprofit profes-
sionals with years of experience working on 
these issues.

Youth were recruited directly at shelters 
and through service providers. Adults were 
reached via social media and traditional me-
dia, as well as phone calls and emails. The 
general public and volunteers were recruited 
through press releases, media coverage and 
social media.

Some top-of-the-line themes from the 
summit:

—Youth need more than a bed
—They need long-term relationship build-

ing
—There is a need for more transparency 

and accountability
—Programs and services need to be as-

sessed and evaluated
—The community should build visibility 

for this issue
—Existing community assets should be 

repurposed
—Youth must have a real voice
—The community should hold itself ac-

countable for taking care of youth
—Everything intersects
The foundations and groups assisting 

Windy City Times with the summit were: The 
Crossroads Fund, True Colors Fund, Polk Bros 
Foundation, Alphawood Foundation Chicago, 
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky, Pierce Family Foun-
dation, Lehman-Stamm Family Fund, Woods 
Fund of Chicago, Heartland Human Care Ser-
vices, Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Jus-
tice, Affinity Community Services, Lambda 
Legal, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Chicago 
House, Howard Brown Health Center, The As-
sociation of Latinos/as Motivating Action, 
LM Catering French Caterer, Orbitz, and Chi-
cagoPride.com.



By ross forMan

Maria Mejia has long heard that she should 
write her autobiography, but just never was 
ready. After all, there are some “deep subjects” 
in her past, including enduring sexual abuse as 
a child; running away from home at the age of 
13 and joining a gang; becoming HIV-positive 
at age 16 by the leader of the gang and her 
first boyfriend; and getting kidnapped.

“It is very deep, but it shows that no matter 
what adversities we have in life, or where we 
come from, we can change and turn our lives 
around for the better. I was a caterpillar who 
became a butterfly,” she said.

Mejia, 41, who lives in Miami and is married 
to Lisa Laing, is now also an author—of that 
tell-all book.

From a Warrior’s Passion and Pain is Mejia’s 
personal journey that she tagged as “a moving 
account of survival.”

Being HIV-positive is just one of the chal-
lenges she’s encountered.

“I know my voice is being heard and this 
makes me complete,” Mejia said. “I know I am 
giving hope to the hopeless and preventing 
new infections. I also know in the more than 
1,000 emails I get [every] day that I am inspir-
ing people all over the world to come out and 
become activists themselves.”

Mejia is an award-winning activist, blogger, 
motivational speaker and HIV consultant. Me-
jia’s trophy collection has been expanding on a 
regular basis. Just consider some of her honors:

—ADAP Association Award (Social Campaign 
of the Year, 2012): The ADAP Advocacy Asso-
ciation is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit, based 
in Washington D.C., that promotes and enhanc-
es the AIDS Drug Assistance Programs (ADAPs) 
and improves access to care for persons living 
with HIV/AIDS.

—Legends and Leaders Award (2013), pre-
sented by the Unity Coalition, a Latino/His-
panic/LGBTQ organization of Miami, advancing 
equality since 2002

—Voz de Compromiso Award, 2014, from 
Cielo Latino (The Latino Commission on AIDS): 
“It was one of the most special evenings,” she 
said. “Just to hear what people told me that 
night, that I was following in the steps of Den-
nis de Leon and that I reminded them of him 
was humbling.”

—41 Honoree List (one of the 41 Most Influ-
ential Latina Leaders), 2014: “This was amaz-
ing, to be chosen as one of the 41 leaders of 
my Latino community is huge to me and I am 
deeply thankful.”

“Getting all of these awards humbles me and 
shows that my work is being recognized,” she 
said. “It’s most important to me that my mes-
sage is getting out there—from the Patago-
nia to some village in Africa and all over the 
world.”

Mejia manages an online support groups 
about HIV/AIDS that she founded and now has 
more than 25,000 active members from around 
the world.

“You would think, after 30-plus years of HIV/
AIDS being around, the stigma would be less, 
but it is still the same,” Mejia said. “People still 
hide in shame and do not want to come out of 
the HIV closet. That is one of the reasons I am 
here showing my face; I need to show my face 
as a woman and a Latina to stomp on stigma 
and humanize this [disease].

“I am a fierce, relentless activist. I speak 
everywhere in the world—in jails, schools, 
churches, conferences, everywhere.”

And social media is her prime outlet, too, 
such that, “I have managed to reach millions of 
people all over the world,” she said.

Mejia does a bilingual video blogs, which at-
tracts more than 500,000.

“The more I reach, the more I educate and 
save lives,” she said.

Also on Mejia’s resume are that:
—She is blogger for The Well Project and on 

its advisory board.
—She blogs for Thebody.com.
—She is on the digital advisory board for 

Janssen Pharmaceuticals.
—She is the co-chair of the women and mi-

norities outreach for Dab the AIDS Bear Proj-
ect.

—She is an ambassador of The Stigma Proj-
ect.

“I have been living with HIV for 25 years,” 
Mejia said. “I got infected in 1989 by my first 
boyfriend and I was diagnosed in 1991 in a rou-
tine test Going from there, learning you were 
HIV-positive, to today as a prominent spokes-
woman on HIV/AIDS … I’m sure the fight is far 
from over. I am aging with HIV and will fight 
till the end. I will continue to fight to end HIV/
AIDS. I will continue to get my voice heard. I 

will never give up. HIV/AIDS stops with me.”
To order Mejia’s book, From a Warrior’s Pas-

sion and Pain, visit http://www.kantanoose.
com/our_books/from-a-warriors-passion-and-
pain/.

storyCorps 
Chicago’s outloud 
launch sept. 18
 StoryCorps—an independent nonprofit whose 
mission is to provide people of all backgrounds 
and beliefs with the opportunity to record, 
share and preserve the stories of their lives—
will launch its LGBTQ component, OutLoud, on 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at Marwen, 833 N. Orleans 
St., 6:30-9 p.m.
 OutLoud is a multi-year initiative dedicated 
to recording and preserving LGBTQ stories.
 La Tony of The Gay Agenda will emcee the 
event; YEPP and Saya Naomi are slated to per-
form.
 The event is free but RSVPs are required; see 
www.Eventbrite.com and search for “StoryCorps 
Chicago OutLoud Launch.”

Maria Mejia. Photo courtesy of Mejia

Maria Mejia writes
about her hiv battle
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Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2014 
Noon-4 p.m. 

Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted, Chicago !
This free job fair is a followup event to the !

Windy City Times LGBTQ Homeless Youth Summit held in May 2014. !!
All members of the community can attend, with a special focus on 

LGBTQ youth. Entry-level to advanced positions available.!!
Snacks and beverages provided to attendees, !

plus lots of fun give-away prizes and gift cards.!!!!
Booths just $75 for businesses, $50 for non-profits and schools.!

For details on exhibiting, contact: editor@windycitymediagroup.com!!
Both Chicago House TransWorks and TransTech are providing advance trainings. !

Chicago House: 773-248-5200 ext. 109!
TransTech: JGrant@transtechsocial.org or at 773-372-3363!!!

Sponsored by: !! !!



By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Role models in the transgender community are 
becoming increasingly more prolific, not solely 
because they are trans* but because their ac-
complishments in a vast range of arenas from 
the arts to business are speaking for them-
selves. 

The curriculum vitae of Deirdre McCloskey is 
a portrait of distinction in academia. Her life is 
a profile in scholarship—the “eye that watched 
before there was an ocean.” The Distinguished 
Professor of Economics and History and profes-
sor of English and communications at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago has authored 15 
books and co-authored another. She has been 
a recipient of the Guggenheim and National 
Endowment for the Humanities Fellowships 
and has received honorary doctorates from 
universities across the world such as Sweden, 
Ireland, Guatemala and Denmark.Her published 
and award-winning works detailing economic 
history in the United Kingdom as well as capi-
talism and the age of commerce have been 
groundbreaking. 

She faced many problems familiar to the 
trans* community when she transitioned in the 
mid 1990s, such as the loss of family. Thus, 
she has remained a fierce advocate for trans* 
issues having authored Crossing: A Memoir, a 
book detailing her own journey, while taking 
on Michael J. Bailey’s portrayal of trans* wom-
en in his infamous 2003 book The Man Who 
Would be Queen.

McCloskey’s parents encouraged her to “burn 
always with a hard gem-like flame.” For the 
trans* community, that flame has been testa-
ment to the fact that the ‘trans’ prefix does 
not make a person less able and accomplished 
while remaining free to be themselves. Windy 
City Times caught up with McCloskey while in 
Europe. 

Windy city times: can you tell us a little 
about your european tour?

Deirdre McCloskey: “Tour” is not to be un-
derstood in the sense of “book tour” or “tri-
umphal tour.” Some triumphs, though: Last 
week I was interviewed by Ewan Davis on BBC 
4 (he wrote a nice piece for the Spectator to 
correspond), and on Monday, June 16, I’m on 
Newsnight on TV, next weekend a piece in the 
Financial Times, and an interview has appeared 
in the London Times. The fuel is Piketty—Ewan 
cast me as the anti-Piketty, so the enormous (if 
unjustified) excitement his book has created 
spills over onto poor little moi. I’m attend-
ing conferences in Germany and Britain, and 
doing graduate teaching in Sweden and Italy. 
And going for a five-day cruise down Norway 
in a car ferry, reading Ibsen and looking at the 
scenery of my great-grandparents’ native land!

Wct: as a British transplant to chicago, i 
am curious as to what originally drew you to 
the economics of my home country, specifi-
cally your award-winning work on the British 
iron and steel industry from 1870-1913.

DM: I had lived in England for many months 
in 1959 as a teenager. I was already disposed 
to love and admire Britain from its literature. I 
had no foreign languages, so it was going to be 
Britain. I was already enthusiastic about capi-
talism (the fervor of a convert from socialism), 
and wanted to defend Britain from the crazy 
charge that it had “failed” even in the late 
19th century. Cousins of my father’s had built 
Gary, Indiana, and settled there, so it seemed 
doubly natural to study the British steel indus-
try. The moral? Scholarship needs passion, too!

Wct: your writing—certainly in cross-
ing—possesses the soul of a poet and your 
father’s study of the evolution of the ameri-

can conservative discusses capitalism and 
democracy. can you talk a little bit about 
the influence of your parents on your early 
life?

DM: My personality has always been more like 
my mother’s than my father’s. Mom was pas-
sionate, a promising young opera singer and 
actress, always throwing herself into creative 
projects. When trapped in suburban Boston by 
the expectations of 1950s wifehood, for exam-
ple, she learned ancient Greek, and would tear 
down walls to improve the house. There was 
the example of how to work! Dad was learned 
and witty but very Manly and Veiled the way 
many men are, and especially were. Both loved 
me and I loved them—I never had doubts on 
that score, which has given me some confi-
dence in life.

Wct: you describe yourself as a “christian 
libertarian.” an april 1 article in the econo-
mist pointed out that many libertarians are 
religious and “some of them are even funda-
mentalist christians.” is it sometimes dif-
ficult to reconcile your own political views 
with those fellow libertarians who would 
openly criticize your personal life? 

DM: Very, very few libertarians would criti-
cize my personal life. Conservatives, yes—they 
would, and will and have. But libertarians are 
ashamed to be called conservatives, and realize 
that if they are true to libertarianism they can’t 
be homophobic or transphobic or pretty much 
anything-harmless-phobic. My son, who lives 
in Chicago, is an exception. He was, at the last 
time he would talk to me—1995, a libertar-
ian. But he is a transphobe, it appears, and has 
kept me from seeing my grandchildren. 

Wct: you have mentioned that you have 
not spoken to your children since 1995. how 
have you coped with the loss of family like 
this?

DM: Badly. I now cry about it about once 
a month. Not seeing my grandchildren is like 
being stabbed in the chest. I learned about 
my third grandchild only last year, highly in-

directly, the son of my daughter. It’s not that 
I have not spoken to them. I have tried and 
tried. They’ve never responded.

Wct: Prior to beginning your own journey 
in 1994 can you talk about both your theory 
and understanding of the trans* experience?

DM: My theory and understanding was primi-
tive, but not surprising. Consider: we as chil-
dren do not know what it is like to be an adult. 
Yet we want to be it. Or we don’t really know 
what journalism is like. Yet we study for it. Or 
we don’t really know our lover very well, yet 
marry him or her—and on and on. Humans 
leap. Good. It’s not true that we should plan 
out everything, because perfect planning is 
impossible. So plan, estimate, hope. It’s our 
privilege in a free society. Yogi Berra said, 
“Prediction is difficult. Especially about the 
future.”

Wct: recently a self-described libertarian 
named kevin Williamson drew the justifiable 
anger of the community with his article at-
tacking and even dehumanizing laverne cox 
and, one could argue by default, you. you 
strike me as a pragmatist. so how you re-
spond to his assertions?

DM: I’ve not read Mr. Williamson, and pro-
pose not to—ever. But as far as I can gather, 
he’s a simple-minded bigot. A sophisticated 
version of what he says is natural law, which 
poisons the mind of many otherwise sensible 
intellectual Catholics to construe homosexual-
ity as unnatural (they missed the BBC program 
on gay animals, I guess) and to take pleasure 
in insisting on using “he” when referring to 
Laverne or me. It’s just boyish stuff, immature 
and ungentlemanly.

Wct: you have called for an “ethical re-
investment [so] we can avoid repeating 
the slaughters and lesser sadnesses of the 
twentieth century.” yet one might say that 
the words Williamson used beget ignorance, 
then fear, then hared, then violence. he is 
free to voice his opinion naturally, but isn’t 
there a danger that slaughters and sadness-
es can easily be repeated because of the way 
and the sheer lack of understanding with 
which he chose to express it?

DM: Yes, such talk is dangerous. For a local 
example, see Michael Bailey, a professor of 
psychology at Northwestern, who expressed a 
locker-room theory of homosexuality and gen-
der crossing in a silly book called The Man Who 
Would be Queen. Under George Bush, the con-
servative National Academy Press published it. 
Bailey’s theory is that homosexuals want to be 
girls and that men who want to be women are 
homosexuals—that is, do it in order to have 
sex with men. Oy. 

Wct: in your talk to the oxford liberatian 
society, you discussed the strict gender cor-
als you grew up with in the ‘50s. agreed, 
we have advanced a little from those days, 
yet there is a quite ingrained fear of those 
who have the temerity to cross them. how 

does one negate this fear in your opinion? 
how does society evolve beyond rigid, gen-
der norms?

DM: Personally, I’m not bothered about gen-
der norms, except those that restrict expres-
sion by males and, especially, as a feminist, 
females. I want to be a woman. I do not want 
to use my crossing to challenge or change the 
norms. I know some people see themselves as 
between genders and so forth. Good on them. 
But I don’t. I’m a woman. If could magically 
make everyone forget I was ever a man, I would 
do the magic! There’s no such magic, but no 
complaints. I have a fulfilling life and many 
female friends, and many male, too.

Wct: and professionally, you were able 
to continue to nurture your career, even as 
you were prepared to lose it. Many are not 
so fortunate. homelessness here in chicago 
particularly among trans-youth is a tremen-
dous issue and almost a hopeless cycle of 
loss of a job, unemployment and businesses 
often refusing to look at them twice as a po-
tential employee, often leading to survival 
crimes. 

What lessons can be drawn from your own 
experiences? how does the trans-community 
overcome this cycle?

DM: By working hard to get a job. By con-
forming to employment norms. Show up on 
time. Work very, very hard. By presenting as 
a woman (or a man), not frightening people 
by challenging gender stereotypes. The culture 
still wants to treat us as crazy (though it’s get-
ting better, with Oprah and Transamerica). So 
lean against that assumption. 

I feel for the children tossed out of their 
homes by horrible parents. But in the present 
situation lots of young people have trouble in 
the labor market. Go where the jobs are. Stay 
out of the sex trade. And so forth.  Nothing 
controversial, and one can say I am in no po-
sition to offer such advice—point taken. But 
then what’s the non-utopian solution? (No fair 
saying, “Eliminate gender discrimination.”)

Wct: one of the main obstacles that 
needs to be overcome is de-pathologizing 
the transgender experience. the lGBs have 
crossed that obstacle successfully. how does 
the transgender community cross it? can we 
use, for example, the arts?

DM: Yes, the arts, which is the way that any-
thing changes in a free society. But the arts 
in question are not mainly avant-garde instal-
lations or street theater. The arts that matter 
have to be popular. I mention Transamerica, 
which by itself did more for trans equality 
than a hundred angry assaults on convention 
through cutting edge art. The press needs 
to stand up—I am getting, as I told you, a 
crazy amount of publicity these weeks in Lon-
don. “OK, Deirdre, act well, act like a graceful 
but strong woman, don’t scare the horses.” It 
makes the transphobes look stupid.
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deidre McCloskey
on family and trans*
battles to be won

deirdre Mccloskey. Photo courtesy of 
Mccloskey

Gender/sexuality 
group seeks 
submissions

The Gender and Sexualities Studies Work-
ing Group is soliciting submissions for the 
upcoming fall quarter.

Students and papers can be from any field, 
discipline, or methodological tradition, as 
long as the research is relevant to gender 
and sexuality studies, broadly defined.

Interested persons should submit abstracts 
to gssworkinggroup@gmail.com. Please in-
clude a substantive description of the work 
(500 words) as well as a brief description (no 
more than 250 words) of the type of project. 
The deadline is Sept. 19 for abstracts.

The working group will meet on alter-
nate Tuesdays from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in the 
first floor seminar room of the Center for the 
Study of Gender and Sexuality at 5733 S. 
University Ave.

Quigley announces
pizer as new liaison

U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley (IL-05) has named 
Jonathan “Yoni” Pizer as his new LGBT li-
aison following the departure of Brandon 
Neese.

“The people of Illinois’ Fifth District will 
benefit from Yoni’s history of public service 
and his unwavering dedication to equality 
for all people,” said Quigley in a statement. 

Pizer has a history of involvement and ac-
tivism in local, state, regional and national 
politics, including grass-roots campaign-
ing and organizing with then-Sen. Barack 
Obama as well as Sens. Tammy Baldwin and 
Al Franken. He is active with several non-
for-profit organizations including Chicago 
House, Human Rights Campaign and Lambda 
Legal Defense.

Pizer holds a B.A. in economics and inte-
grated liberal studies from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and a M.A. in marketing 
and operations from Northwestern Universi-
ty’s Kellogg Graduate School of Management.
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Joe Lucarelli went to a meeting a few years ago for 
a friend to see what the AIDS Marathon Training 
Program, in conjunction with the Honolulu Marathon, 
was all about.
 He left the meeting signed up for that marathon 
in paradise, even though he had no endurance-sports 
experience.
 Years later, he now says his favorite endurance-
sports memory is “[m]y training group for Honolulu.”
 “They all had a great sense of humor and we always 
had such a great time. It made training for 26.2 
miles so much easier with all the laughing and joking 
around,” he said. “My training group for [the] Chicago 
[Marathon] was just as much fun.”
 Lucarelli’s running resume includes three marathons 
(Honolulu, Maui and Chicago), one half-marathon, the 
Hot Chocolate 15K race in Chicago and numerous 5K 
races.
 It’s even more impressive, considering Lucarelli used 
to weigh 300 pounds.
 He dropped more than 100 pounds over a few years, through exercise 
and healthier eating habits.
 “If you set your mind to it, you would be surprised what you can 
accomplish,” Lucarelli said.
 Lucarelli works in accounting and HR for a family-owned privately-held 
printing company on the northwest side of Chicago—a city he truly loves.
 “The great diversity of the city and all the fun activities it offers,” he 
said with praise for the Windy City.

 His Chicago dislikes include ... potholes. “There are way too many of 
them,” he said. “I cracked the rim on my front tire on Lake Shore Drive 
[earlier] this year. Last year, I hit a pothole so hard my passenger door 
airbag deployed.”
 Lucarelli said Chicago’s lakefront is exceptional, and he also praised the 
zoos, museums, festivals, street fairs, movies in the park and more.
 Northalsted Market Days also is high on Lucarelli’s calendar of must-
attend affairs, particularly for the “people-watching and the great 
entertainment,” he said.

GAY in the
LIFE

Joe Lucarelli
text By ross forMan

Photos courtesy of lucarelli

Age
53

Neighborhood
Edgewater

Relationship status
Single

Job title
Controller for ABC Printing Company

Hobbies
Bike riding, exploring the city, 
hanging with friends, traveling

Favorite TV show
Criminal Minds 

Favorite movie
Moonstruck

Four people (living or dead) you’d 
like to have dinner with
Ronald Reagan, Cher, Tina Turner and 
Elton John

Favorite pro sports team
Chicago Cubs 

Favorite pro athlete
Ron Santo

Favorite pizza topping
“Cheese … I know, boring.”

http://www.hrcchicago.org
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“Windy city Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBt consumer index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

city was the best performing regional 
media in the u.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —david Marshall, research 
director, community Marketing, inc.
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a gay 
icon gone
You either loved Joan Rivers or you hated her. 
 Her stand-up, red-carpet catcalls and color-
ful over-the-top humor—insult comedy, shock 
humor and ribaldry, just to name a few of her 
hallmark styles—were as lethal as it was leg-
end. 
 For example, in commenting on a 2013 celeb-
rity event about the German model Heidi Klum, 
Rivers—unfiltered and uninhibited—stated 
the following:
 “The last time a German looked this hot was 
when they were pushing Jews into the ovens.”
 Yes, you read that correctly.
 “When some groups complained the comment 
was anti-Semitic, she retorted that the only 
people who had a right to complain were Na-
zis,” the New York Times reported.
 Only someone with a good heart can be as 
beloved as Rivers was while managing to in-
clude everyone as a target of her style. 
 “Rivers not only used the word ‘tranny,’ which 
many transgender people find offensive, but 
she used it (in 2014) to describe Michelle 
Obama, and then doubled down, defending 
herself with her usual gusto and attacking 
political correctness itself. Some in the LGBT 
community grumbled, but many more reso-
nated with her brash feminine bravado,” Jay 
Michaelson wrote in “The Very Jewish Reasons 
Why Gay Men Loved Joan Rivers.”
 Sadly, Rivers’ schtick came to an unexpect-

ed end Sept. 4 when going in for a procedure 
on her vocal cords went into cardiac arrest at 
Mount Sinai Hospital in NYC. The LGBT commu-
nity took Rivers’ death hard, especially coming 
on the heels of Robin Williams’.
 Her style of humor and feminism made her an 
icon. Rivers’ time, energy, contribution, action 
and love for the LGBTQ community made her a 
hero. The self-proclaimed “Queen of the Gays” 
thanked us every chance she got.
 “My gay fans have been wonderful from day 
one,” Rivers told The Advocate just this past 
May. “I remember when I was working at the 
Duplex in Greenwich Village in New York at the 
beginning of my career and the only ones who 
would laugh at my jokes were the gay guys. I 
think if I had started out in straight clubs and 
bars I never would’ve gotten anywhere.” Her 
embrace of us goes back decades. 
 In the 1990s, Rivers used The Joan Rivers 
Show as a vehicle to promote—both unabash-
edly and unapologetically—LGBTQ visibility in 
the arts. 
 In the fight to legalize marriage equality in 
New York state, Rivers offered her celebrity en-
dorsement, stating, “All New Yorkers believe in 
fairness, that’s why we should support marriage 
equality. For goodness sakes, come on, guys.” 
And when New York state legalized same-sex 
nuptials, Rivers, as an ordained minister in the 
Universal Life Church, officiated a gay couple’s 
wedding atop the Empire State Building in 
2013. 
 And when CNN’s Anderson Cooper finally 
came out of his glass closet, Rivers applauded 
his courage. 
 “I am thrilled that Anderson Cooper finally 
came out, because this explains why he nev-
er tried to date me. I saw him as the perfect 
package,” Rivers told Huffington Post. “I would 
have loved Gloria Vanderbilt as a mother-in-
law. This explains everything.”
 In the third season of their reality show Joan 
and Melissa: Joan Knows Best?, Rivers explored 
her bi-curiosity when she disclosed she kissed 

a woman romantically for the first time.
 “Lily Tomlin—who is my very good friend—
she and Jane Lynch had a dinner party, and I 
met this lovely woman,” Joan explained. “At 
this point, all the men I go out with remind 
me of my father—dead. … I figured I might as 
well try it at this point. Maybe I’ve been miss-
ing something.”
 But this isn’t Rivers first time kissing a wom-
an. Playing opposite the then-unknown Barbra 
Streisand in the 1959 play Driftwood in New 
York, Rivers excitedly offered to play the role 
that was originally cast for a male—only if the 
characters she and Streisand played were made 
lesbians.
 “The first play I did was in Greenwich Village 
in the early ’60s. Barbra Streisand and I played 
lovers and we kissed,” Rivers recalled in 2010. 
“This was before she was singing, before any-
thing. I knew she was talented, but you never 
know what someone will be. She was a fabulous 
kisser, that’s what I knew.”
 Rivers influenced a younger community of 
female comedians, like Kathy Griffin, Sarah 
Silverman, Roseanne Barr and Whoopi Gold-
berg, to name a few. She feminized comedy by 
not donning frumpy attire like her predeces-
sors Phyllis Diller or Moms Mabley; she always 
dressed glamorously. Also, Rivers brought con-
troversial women’s issues of each decade to the 
fore, making audiences think as much as laugh. 
 “Women should look good. Work on your-
selves. Education? I spit on education. No man 
is ever going to put his hand up your dress 
looking for a library card,” Rivers told Time 
Magazine.
 Rivers was a loud, brash, irreverent Phi Beta 
Kappa Barnard College grad who mastered her 
comedic craft well. 
 This 81-year-old nipped-and-tucked caus-
tic comedian was a cause célèbre who will be 
greatly missed by many.
 RIP
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By George...

Dear Editor:

I was somewhat surprised by Cardinal Francis 
George’s willingness to meet with a gay man 
Sept. 9 who was fired in late July from his posi-
tion as Director of Worship at Holy Family Cath-
olic Church. According to Windy City Times, 
“Colin Collette was fired from his job after an-
nouncing through social media that he and his 
partner, William Nifong, were engaged.” The 
reason for my surprise is that George believes 
error has no rights.
  The drama playing itself out at Holy Family 
is just that drama over finding out what the 
Catholic Church really teaches about the homo-
sexual person when, in my opinion, this should 
have been understood from the beginning. 
Who’s at fault for this? I think there is enough 
blame to go around, but high on the list are 
Catholic priests who promote this deception. 
After speaking with some parishioners from 
Holy Family, their take on the subject was that 
they had been misled by their pastor to believe 
that Holy Family Catholic parish was suppose 
to be welcoming, and what happened to Col-
lette was a betrayal of that gospel value.
 I think the whole question of communication 
points to a poor and dysfunctional level of cat-
echists in the Church. Programs that claim to 
reach out to fallen Catholics to welcome them 
back to the Church have fallen on deaf ears. In 

my opinion, the Archdiocese Gay and Lesbian 
Outreach (AGLO) ministry is a prime example 
of misleading people to feel they are welcome 
in the Church when they are not. The silence 
from the AGLO board and moderator has been 
deafening when it came to Collette’s dismissal.
 Some gay Catholics don’t like to believe that 
the Church is both corrupt and wounded, and 
would rather keep the veil over their eyes. How 
else could AGLO be promoting celibacy, sup-
porting the cardinal’s position on same-sex 
marriage, and buying into the shame factor to 
remain hidden, and silent? The way lesbians 
are treated by this organization can only be 
described as an example of public chauvinism.
 We have two Catholic gay alderman—Tom 
Tunney of the 44th Ward and James Cappleman 
of 46th Ward. Sadly, both of these men have 
been silent on Collette’s dismissal.
 I hope Collette understands the Cardinal feels 
he has done no wrong. I expect to see a friend-
lier Cardinal George because of how much the 
landscape in the Vatican has changed; how-
ever, no one should think this will in anyway 
change the Teaching of the Church on the ho-
mosexual person. The cardinal does not have 
that authority.
 In my opinion, the cardinal will not change 
his position and rehire Collette; to do so would 
indicate he was wrong in his actions.
  Concerning Collette’s comment about finding 
out who informed the cardinal about him, it 
would also surprise me if George gave him this 
information. Again, from the cardinal’s per-

spective, “Error has no rights.”
  I think Collette should try to keep the pub-
lic conversation going. He should host a press 
conference immediately outside of the chan-
cery offices after his meeting and challenge 
George to attend a Holy Family parish retreat 
to be held this October. The one thing that 
George really does not like is public criticism 
directed at him by self-identified gay and les-
bian people. I would also hope Collette would 
publically remember all of the Catholic LGBT 
teachers across the country who have lost their 
jobs at Catholic educational and charity intu-
itions.
  Misleading people is wrong, but when the Ro-
man Catholic Church does it on such a massive 
scale to LGBT people it is morally wrong. Those 
who promote the idea that LGBT are welcome 
in the Catholic Church just are not grounded in 
reality of the situation, as is reflected by this 
case and others across the country. I was part 
of that group up until recently.
  If we are going to work for meaningful 
change in church doctrine, we have to exit our 
closets both clerical and lay. We can no lon-
ger see invisibility as somehow good and those 
who come out of the closet as threat.
 I will keep Collette in my prayers as I will the 
many others who have lost their jobs based on 
bigotry.

Joe Murray
Chicago
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GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

the reeling international film festival will feature movies such as Waiting in the Wings (above). see page 36.  

BOOKS
come ‘undone.’

Page 29
Photo from Shakespeare’s Anthony and 

Cleopatra-UNDONE
courtesy of Skyline StageWorks

‘house’-sitting.
Page 40

Photo from Soho House Chicago
by Andrew Davis

strong coffey.
Page 38

Photo of Rebecca Coffey
courtesy of Coffey

THEATER DISH

OH, WHAT A REELING!

Photo from
Reeling

By lauren Warnecke

A chill in the air, sweaters, and hot chocolate 
with marshmallows—these make up the quin-
tessence of fall. Although Chicagoans might 
not be ready for el niño, for arts patrons the 
abundant autumn months also mean lots and 
lots of dance.

—A number of milestones will be celebrated 
this fall, including silver anniversaries featur-
ing fresh premieres and audience favorites from 
Evanston’s Jump rhythm Jazz Project at Stage 
773 Oct. 24-Nov. 2 (www.stage773.com/tick-
ets) and river north dance chicago Oct. 10-
11 at The Harris Theater for Music and Dance 
(www.harristheaterchicago.org). Also celebrat-
ing a birthday is the 125-year-old auditorium 
theatre at roosevelt university, with a full 
line-up that includes American Ballet Theater 
(Oct. 3-5) with works by Twyla Tharp, Clark Tip-
pet and Jerome Robbins (www.auditoriumthe-
atre.org) and two programs from The Joffrey 
Ballet: Stories in Motion (Sept. 18-21) and 
Christopher Wheeldon’s Swan Lake (Oct. 15-
26). By the way, Joffrey is also celebrating its 
20th season in Chicago (joffrey.org).

—Balletx kicks off the 41st season at The 
Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago 
Sept. 18-20, followed by performances from 
Minneapolis-based rosy simas dance (Oct. 
16-18), and heidi latsky dance, a mixed-
ability modern dance company out of New York 
(Nov. 6-8). hedwig dances rounds out the fall 
season Oct. 9-11 with the world premiere of 
“Trade Winds/Aires de Cambio,” a collaboration 
with DanzAbierta in Havana, Cuba, in celebra-
tion of its 30th anniversary season (colum.

edu/Dance_Center/performances).
—The Dance Center is also co-producing 

Beijing dance theater Oct. 28-29 in its 
Chicago premiere at The Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance. The Harris is a busy place 
this fall, with Giordano dance chicago in a 
Broadway-inspired world premiere from So You 
Think You Can Dance’s ray leeper Oct. 24-25 
and Visceral dance chicago Nov. 21-22 with 
an additional Oct. 26 engagement at North 
Shore Center for the Performing Arts (NSCPA) 
(northshorecenter.org). Visceral’s ambitious 
second season opener includes world premieres 
by Brian Enos, Harrison McEldowney, Banning 
Boulding, Nick Pupillo and a company premiere 
by Ohad Naharin.

—The iconic 1983 Anne Teresa De Keers-
maeker work Rosas danst Rosas makes its way 
to the Edlis Neeson Theater at Museum of Con-
temporary Art (MCA) Oct. 9-12. Michael Clark 
Company makes a visit to the MCA Oct. 25-27 
for “come, been and gone,” a performance set 
to the music of David Bowie that echoes the 
museum’s “David Bowie Is” exhibition (mcachi-
cago.org).

—Links Hall has an eclectic line-up this fall, 
with performances from emerging and estab-
lished voices. Anjal Chande takes her newly 
formed professional company soham dance 
Project out of its home in Ukrainian Village for 
a weekend premiere of her work Pay No Mind 
Sept. 19-21. The dance colective premieres 
new work from Artistic Director Margi Cole and 
company member Madelyn Doyle alongside a 
revival of Colleen Halloran’s 2003 “Middle of 
a Life” Oct. 31-Nov. 2. esoteric dance Project 
continues its fast pace of producing new work 

with three premieres by husband and wife Ar-
tistic Directors Christopher  Tucker and Brenna 
Pierson-Tucker Oct. 3-5 (linkshall.org).

—harvest chicago contemporary dance 
festival is the last big birthday on this list, 
celebrating five years Sept. 26-28 at the Ruth 
Page Center for the Arts. The festival features 
a different roster of local and regional artists 
each night, including cerqua rivera dance 
theatre, Joel hall dancers, the leopold 
Group and re|dance (hccdf.com). Across town 
at Defibrillator Gallery, zephyr dance presents 
the beginnings of “The Balance In Between,” 
a three-year project from Artistic Director Mi-
chelle Kranicke (Sept. 19-28). Pair the weekend 
Sept. 20 with Inaside Chicago Dance’s fall con-
cert at the Athenaeum Theater.

—elements contemporary Ballet rides the 
wave of momentum from this summer’s per-
formance at NSCPA with Aerial Dance Chicago, 

taking an ambitious leap to the Jay Pritzker 
Pavilion Nov. 13-15 for an entirely free event 
sponsored by DCASE. The new ballet “The Sun 
King” is inspired by King Louis the XIV of 
France, who is attributed with the birth of bal-
let as a concert dance form. 

Speaking of ambitious, hubbard street 
dance chicago is undertaking its biggest col-
laboration to date by teaming with The Second 
City for its Fall Series Oct. 16-19 at The Harris 
Theater, proving once again the versatility of 
this phenomenal group, and, hopefully, also 
showing a capacity for humor. The Winter Se-
ries (Dec. 4-14) at the MCA will feature Kyle 
Abraham’s Counterpoint (premiered at the Chi-
cago Dancing Festival this month, with new 
work from fellow Princess Grace Awardees Vic-
tor Quijada and Robyn Mineko Williams.

FALL THEATER SPECIAL

A cornucopia of dance
is headed Chicago’s way

Rosas danst Rosas. Photo by herman soregeloos



By scott c. MorGan
            
This past Thursday, Sept. 11, theaters around 
the Chicago area dimmed their marquee lights 
at 7:30 p.m. in tribute to theater artists who 
passed away the previous week.

Bernie Yvon, 50, was killed in an Indiana car 
accident on Sept. 6. Yvon, a veteran of numer-
ous musicals at Chicago-area venues like the 
Marriott Theatre in Lincolnshire and Drury Lane 
Theatre in Oakbrook Terrace, was on his way to 
rehearsals for the musical Women on the Verge 
of a Nervous Breakdown at Theatre at the Cen-
ter in Munster, Ind.

And just hours earlier that same day Molly 
Glynn, 46, died from injuries suffered during 
a freak accident when an uprooted tree fell on 
her during a fast moving storm while bicycling 
with her husband, fellow actor Joe Foust, in 
Erickson Woods near Northfield the day before. 
Glynn had extensive theater credits in theaters 
ranging from Northlight Theatre in Skokie to 
Steppenwolf Theatre where she originated a 
role in the acclaimed drama Orange Flower Wa-
ter.

Also commemorated in the marquee dimming 
tribute were actors Sati Word, Trinity P. Mur-
dock and properties designer Joel Lambie. But 
as is part of the theater dimming ceremony, the 
lights are soon turned back on as a reminder 
that the show must go on, ultimately.

So now we look ahead to the 2014 fall the-
ater season with its array of classics, premieres 
and musicals with a sad and heavy heart for all 
these Chicago theater artists who were taken 
from us far too soon.

Women on the Verge of a nervous Break-
down, Theatre at the Center, Munster, Ind., On-
going through Oct. 12. The Chicago-area pre-
miere of David Yazbek and Jeffrey Lane’s 2010 
Broadway adaptation of Pedro Almodovar’s film 
is now dedicated to the memory of actor Bernie 
Yvon. The official opening night was pushed 
back from Sunday, Sept. 14 to Sept. 21, and 
there is to be a memorial reception for Yvon 
and his late fellow theater colleagues follow-
ing the opening performance. Since the show 

must go on, actor George Andrew Wolff has as-
sumed the taxi driver role that Yvon was to 
have played. www.theatreatthecenter.com

cats, Paramount Theatre in Aurora, Ongoing 
through Oct. 2. Which talented singing and 
dancing cat will get the honor of going to kitty 
heaven? Find out in this new production of 
composer Andrew Lloyd Webber’s international 
hit show from the 1980s inspired by the poetry 
of T.S. Eliot. www.paramountaurora.com

on the town, Marriott Theatre in Lincoln-
shire, Ongoing through Oct. 12. Three horny 
U.S. sailors go looking for dates during a 24-
hour shore leave in New York during World 
War II in this classic 1944 show out composer 
Leonard Bernstein co-wrote with lyricists Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green. www.marriottthe-
atre.com

a kurt Weill cabaret, Theo Ubique Cabaret 
Theatre at No Exit Cafe, Sept. 19 to Oct. 19. A 
new revue dedicated the 20th century German-
Jewish composer behind The Threepenny Opera 
who wisely fled Germany when Hitler came to 
power. Weill worked hard to find success on 
Broadway with such daring shows like Lady in 
the Dark, Street Scene and Lost in the Stars. 
www.theo-u.com

evil dead: the Musical, Broadway Playhouse 
at Water Tower Place, Sept. 23 to Oct. 12. 
Catch a number of Chicago actors in this inter-
active Toronto-created comedy on tour based 
upon the campy horror film franchise involving 
demonic body parts and zombies. www.broad-
wayinchicago.com

don Giovanni, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Sept. 
27-Oct. 29. To open its 60th-anniversary sea-
son, the Lyric Opera of Chicago has tapped 
Tony-winning director Robert Falls of the Good-
man Theatre to helms this brand-new produc-
tion of Mozart’s classic about a Don Juan get-
ting a hellish comeuppance. www.lyricopera.
org

at last: a tribute to etta James, Black En-
semble Theater, Sept. 27 to Dec. 28. A revival 
of the acclaimed bio-drama in song featuring 
a number of actresses portraying the late soul 
and blues singer throughout the many ups and 

downs of her music career. www.blackensem-
bletheater.org

the Wild Party, Bailiwick Chicago at Victory 
Gardens Richard Christiansen Theater, Oct. 2 to 
Nov. 1. Out composer Michael John LaChiusa’s 
2000 Broadway adaptation of the scandalous 
1920s poem about a debauchery-filled party 
featuring a number of straight, gay, bisexual 
and lesbian characters all behaving very badly. 
www.bailiwickchicago.com

sweeney todd: the demon Barber of fleet 
street, Porchlight Music Theatre at Stage 773, 
Oct. 3-Nov. 9. An all-Steven Sondheim season 
for this company begins with a revival of the 
1979 Broadway masterpiece about a murderous 
barber who slits the throats of customers while 
his industrious downstairs neighbor cooks up 
the remains into tasty meat pies. www.porch-
lightmusictheatre.org

cole Porter’s Greatest hits, Light Opera 
Works in Evanston, Oct. 3-12. Expect plenty 
of style and sophisticated lyrics in this song 
revue dedicated to the work of the great gay 
songwriter behind such shows as Anything 
Goes, Can-Can and Kiss Me, Kate. www.light-
operaworks.org

capriccio, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Oct. 6-28. 
A poet and a composer vie for the heart of an 
arts-loving Countess (played by star soprano 
Renee Fleming) in this final opera by Richard 
Strauss. www.lyricopera.org

amazing Grace, Bank of America Theatre, 
Oct. 9 -Nov. 2. A pre-Broadway world premiere 
that aims to tell the slavery-tied story behind 
the world-famous title tune. www.broadway-
inchicago.com

Musical of the living dead, Cowardly Scare-
crow Theatre Company at Stage 773, Oct. 9-Nov. 
8. A comedy that spoofs the many conventions 
of zombie horror films. www.stage773.com

the king and i, Marriott Theatre in Lincoln-
shire, Oct. 12-Jan. 4. A revival of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s classic 1951  www.marriottthe-
atre.com

Parade, Bohemian Theatre Ensemble at The-
ater Wit, Oct. 17 to Nov. 16. Composer Jason 
Robert Brown and playwright Alfred Uhry have 
recently revised their 1998 Tony Award-winning 
work exploring the trial and murder of Jewish 
factory owner Leo Frank in early 20th century 
Georgia. www.bohotheatre.com

titanic, Griffin Theatre Company at Theater 
Wit, Oct. 18 to Dec. 7. A newly revised and 
more intimate take on the 1997 Tony Award-
winning work by composer Maury Yeston and 
playwright Peter Stone that was inspired by 
the infamous 1912 ocean liner disaster. www.
griffintheatre.com

camelot, Drury Lane Theatre in Oakbrook 
Terrace, Oct. 22 to Jan. 4. The medieval plot 
may not be so hot in this 1960s show, but oh, 
what a classic score by lyricist Alan Jay Lerner 
and composer Frederick Lowe. www.drurylaneo-
akbrook.com

Il Trovatore, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Oct. 27 
to Nov. 29. Verdi’s classic opera filled with ven-
geance returns in out director Sir David McVic-
ar’s acclaimed production that is also shared 
with the Metropolitan Opera. www.lyricopera.
org

Bells are ringing, Porchlight Music Theatre 
at Stage 773, Oct. 28 and 29. A concert staging 
of the classic 1950s show involving an answer-
ing service operator by composer Jule Styne 
with lyricists Betty Comden and Adolph Green. 
www.porchlightmusictheatre.org

dee snider’s rock & roll christmas tale, 
Broadway Playhouse at Water Tower Place, Nov. 
4 to Jan. 4. This is a new rock holiday show 
penned by the metal rocker who founded Twist-
ed Sister. www.broadwayinchicago.com

always... Patsy cline, Theo Ubique Cabaret 
Theatre at No Exit Cafe, Nov. 14 to Dec. 28. 
This 1990s off-Broadway jukebox show cel-
ebrates the letter-writing friendship between 
the iconic country-music title star and a house-
wife fan. www.theo-u.com

Porgy and Bess, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Nov. 
17 to Dec. 20. Considered by many critics to be 
“The Great American Opera,” this 1935 collabo-
ration between George and Ira Gershwin with 
novelist DuBose Heyward depicts a South Caro-

lina romance between a crippled African-Amer-
ican beggar named Porgy and the much-desired 
good-time girl Bess. www.lyricopera.org

annie, Cadillac Palace Theatre, Nov. 18-30. 
The show’s lyricist Martin Charnin is back again 
directing another non-Equity tour of his classic 
1977 musical co-written with composer Charles 
Strouse and playwright Thomas Meehan about 
a Depression-era orphan in New York who 
dreams of a better “Tomorrow.” www.broadway-
inchicago.com

the christmas schooner, Mercury Theater, 
Nov. 26-Dec. 28. The former Bailiwick Reper-
tory Theatre tradition of annually staging this 
show inspired by early Chicago traditions in-
volving the transportation of Christmas trees 
across Lake Michigan continues again at the 
Mercury Theatre. www.mercurytheaterchicago.
com

Mary Poppins, Paramount Theatre in Aurora, 
Nov. 26-Jan. 4. The practically perfect magical 
British nanny returns in another area holiday 
stage production of the 2004 London musi-
cal based upon the stories of PL Travers and 
featuring songs from the hit 1964 Disney film. 
www.paramountaurora.com

Ghost Brothers of darkland county, Orien-
tal Theatre, Nov. 28. A concert staging of the 
recent musical collaboration between horror 
writer Stephen King and songwriter John Mel-
lencamp. www.broadwayinchicago.com

anna Bolena, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Dec. 
6-Jan. 16. A new co-production of the classic 
Donizetti opera inspired by the tragic life of 
Henry VIII’s second wife. www.lyricopera.org

disney’s newsies, Oriental Theatre, Dec. 10-
Jan. 4. Fans of the flop 1992 Alan Menken film 
musical about striking newspaper hawkers in 
1899 will rejoice when the hit 2012 Broadway 
adaptation by out playwright Harvey Fierstein 
comes to town complete with its Tony-winning 
choreography and augmented score. www.
broadwayinchicago.com

rodgers + hammerstein’s cinderella, Ca-
dillac Palace Theatre, Dec. 16-Jan. 4. A tour 
of the classic TV fairytale musical that was 
adapted for the Broadway stage in 2013 by out 
playwright Douglas Carter Beane (The Nance, 
Xanadu). www.broadwayinchicago.com

the Merry Widow, Light Opera Works in 
Evanston, Dec. 19-31. Franz Lehar’s classic 
1905 operetta about a wealthy widow trying 
to rekindle a relationship with her former lover 
returns int a new production. www.lightopera-
works.org

all shows in chicago unless otherwise 
noted.

david sajewich and callie Johnson star in evil dead: the Musical. Photo by Peter coombs

FALL THEATER SPECIAL

The show must go on:
A season of musicals
and operas is coming

cats. Photo by liz lauren
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BY FRANCES YA-CHU COWHIG 

DIRECTED BY ERIC TING

BY NOAH HAIDLE 
DIRECTED BY ANNE KAUFFMAN

SMOKEFALL

THE #1 pLAY ON THE  
ChiCago Tribune’S “BEST THEATER  

OF 2013” LIST RETURNS!

Featuring its acclaimed original cast, Smokefall returns for 
an expanded encore production. Touching, funny and 
bittersweet, Smokefall explores the power and fragility of 
love through three generations of family life.

Sunny hopes her new factory job will be a 
stepping stone away from her impoverished 
upbringing in rural China. But the harsh realities 
of the country’s economic culture soon hinder 
her ambitions in this fiery and darkly comic look 
at China’s industrial transformation.

TICKETS START AT $25

STARTS THIS SATURDAY!

TICKETS START AT $10

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 12

SEpTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 26

A “BRUISINGLY FUNNY”
(Time ouT London)  

WORLD pREMIERE THAT 
CELEBRATES THE pERSEvERANCE 

OF THE HUMAN SpIRIT. 

Albert Theatre Owen Theatre

312.443.3800  | GoodmanTheatre.org
GROUpS OF 10+ ONLY: 312.443.3820 

CATCH 35 
preferred partner

KIMpTON CHICAGO HOTELS 
preferred Hotel of Goodman Theatre

pETTERINO’S 
preferred partnerExclusive Airline of Goodman TheatreCorporate Sponsor partner 

for Smokefall
Sponsor partner 
for Smokefall

Foundation partner 
for Smokefall

Paul M. Angell 
Family Foundation

Major Corporate Sponsor for 
the Owen Theatre Season

principal Support of 
Artistic Development and 
Diversity Initiatives

on sale now at the Goodman
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J. nicole Brooks and deanna dunagan in death tax. Photo by liz lauren

DOUBLE REVIEW

Isaac’s Eye;
Death Tax
Playwright: lucas hnath
at: lookingglass theatre, the Water 
tower Water Works (death tax); 
Writers’ theatre, Books on 
Vernon, Glencoe (isaac’s eye)
tickets, death tax: 312-337-0665; 
www.lookingglasstheatre.org; $40-$65
tickets, isaac’s eye: 847-242-6000; 
www.writerstheatre.org; $35-$75
runs through: oct. 12 (death tax), dec. 7 
(isaac’s eye)

By Jonathan aBarBanel

Since 2011, Lucas Hnath (pronounced “Nayth”) 
has emerged as a rising star of playwriting. 
These plays—marking his Chicago debut—
present convincing evidence why. Written just 
a year apart, Isaac’s Eye and Death Tax share 
similarities in structure, technique and theme. 
Each has a character that narrates to the au-
dience and numbers the scenes. Each play is 
about something quite different than first ap-
pears, thus presenting viewers with complexi-
ties both of intellect and plot. In short, Hnath 
engages his audience in serious ideas while 
never forgetting showmanship and theatrical-
ity. When a large needle is inserted into Isaac 
Newton’s eye, the audience response is far more 
visceral than merely “How did they do that?”
 Set in 1668, Isaac’s Eye portrays a fictional 
meeting between young Isaac Newton (Jurgen 
Hooper) and Establishment “natural philoso-
pher” (scientist) Robert Hooke (Marc Grapey), 
shown as middle-aged (although only seven 
years older than Newton). The play is entirely 
modern in tone, vocabulary, costume and at-
titude and has virtually nothing to do with 
science or history and everything to do with 
ethics and ambition. Newton and Hooke are 
unethical, manipulative and nearly devoid of 
compassion, with Newton boasting the warmth 
and social skills of TV’s Dr. Sheldon Cooper (of 
The Big Bang Theory). 
 By default, Hooke emerges as the play’s hero. 
Key to Isaac’s Eye are comments made by a dy-
ing man (LaShawn Banks) and Catherine (Eliza-
beth Ledo), Newton’s would-be wife. The dying 
man asks that someone—anyone—say he/she 
is happy the dying man lived. Catherine desires 
a child, saying “I want something I made to 
live on.” Newton and Hooke also seek to live 
on, but appear willing to sacrifice their human-
ity to achieve scientific immortality.
 Death Tax concerns dying old Maxine (Deanna 
Dunagan), who spends her considerable wealth 
to stay alive by artificial means. In 2010 she 
denies her needy daughter (Louise Lamson) 
financial help, and engages her nurse (J. Ni-
cole Brooks) in an unethical scheme. In 2030 
ancient Maxine still is alive but no longer can 
afford her life-sustaining care. She appeals 
for help to her successful grandson (Raymond 

Fox). Like Newton and Hooke, Maxine is ma-
nipulative, devoid of compassion and intel-
lectually dishonest. She fears death and being 
alone, but she’s made a Faustian bargain.
 Both productions boast wonderful perfor-
mances by top veteran Chicago performers. 
The acting alone makes them exciting. Death 
Tax, however, is physically stark and spare, 
and far more solemn than Isaac’s Eye, a semi-
comedy with more showmanship (that needle 
in the eye, for instance). Lookingglass director 
Heidi Stillman sets Death Tax within a square 
of combat—think boxing ring—using simple 
staging and little décor, but lowering the light 
grid down upon the actors with each scene. 
The floor’s white square, and steeply-raked 
seats, separate audience from characters. At 
Writers’ Theatre, director Michael Halberstam 
uses a tiny arena to draw the audience into 
the action, a task made easier by the character 
dynamics. Frankly, Death Tax seems somewhat 
schematic and tract-like (the nurse’s important 
subplot disappears without conclusion), while 
the slightly-later Isaac’s Eye is more fully real-
ized. Although distinctly different, both plays 
emerge from the same phase of Hnath’s still-
brief career. 

THEATER REVIEW

The Midnight City
Playwright: tony fitzpatrick
at: firecat Projects at the 
steppenwolf Garage, 1624 n. hasted st.
tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $25
runs through: oct. 19

By Mary shen BarnidGe

“Tony has lived only in Chicago” Stan Klein 
tells us. The “Tony” of whom he speaks is 
Tony Fitzpatrick—artist, poet, and racon-
teur in the tradition of Ben Hecht, Nelson 
Algren, Mike Royko, Studs Terkel and Rick Ko-
gan. After 55 years, though, this son of the 
Big Shoulders has announced his departure 
from his Ukrainian Village quarters for New 
Orleans, where he will “be warm, draw birds 
and find decent food.” In this coda perfor-
mance to his Nickel History trilogy, he bids 
his city and its people goodbye.
   Fitzpatrick has commanded a presence in 
Chicago since the 1980s for his Kahlo-esque 
paintings and collages of zoological fanta-
sies and his frequent appearances at the 
then-fledgling Uptown Poetry Slam. He gives 
thanks to his mentors—an eclectic roster 
ranging from the nuns of Montini High School 
to the late Lou Reed (“Lou broke down the 
door, and people like me got to walk through 
it”). We hear about his boyhood fascination 
with birds and his disastrous attempt to join 
a bird-watcher society, his fond recollections 
of Cock Robin restaurants, and when he defi-

antly claims to swim 20 laps each day at his 
health club (with a cigarette break at half-
time), we believe him.
 Fitzpatrick’s sidekick and sparring partner 
(the likewise multifaceted Klein) is on hand 
to recount tales of his own wild-side walks 
and make conversations out of what would 
otherwise be soliloquies—in particular, to 
argue the wisdom of the imminent reloca-
tion. Also sharing the stage is one-man or-
chestra John Rice, assisted by Anna Fermin 
contributing guitar, vocals and readings from 
Wallace Stevens’ “Thirteen Ways of Looking 
at a Blackbird.” Kristin Reeves‘ video mon-
tages of a Chicago landscape populated 
with creatures from the Fitzpatrick bestiary 
kaleidoscope with the startling splendor of 
sunshine on broken glass in contrast with 
Fitzpatrick and Klein’s auras of sturdy home-
grown pride that rejects self-aggrandizing 
showiness. (Commenting on Donald Trump, 
Fitzpatrick sneers, “We’re Chicago, and we 
were built by better men than him!”)
   “I’d rather have a memory than a dream,” 
Fitzpatrick says of his decision to move, 
noting that, at his age, “death has a finite 
shape” and invoking the inevitable call of 
the Midnight City train. It remains to be seen 
whether Gulf-coast summers will send the 
truculent colossus (who “takes the weather 
personally”) migrating northward alongside 
his birds after a year or two, but in the 
meantime, Chicago will be chillier without 
the hard gem-like flame generated by this 
urban Goliath with the heart as big as the 
Great Lakes. 

THEATER REVIEW

Miracles in the Fall
Playwright: chuck o’connor
at: Polarity ensemble theatre 
at the Greenhouse, 2257 n. lincoln ave.
tickets: 773-404-7336; 
www.petheatre.com; $25
runs through: oct. 5

By Mary shen BarnidGe

Sister Clare Connelly probably wasn’t the first 
teenage girl to flee her squabbling parents 
house for the perceived safety of a cloistered 
community, nor was Father Peter Lentine likely 
the first boy to seek the priesthood as an es-
cape from adolescent confusion. We might also 
have encountered alcoholics like patriarch Jim-
my Connelly, who drinks to hide what’s really 
troubling him, or combat veterans like young 
Charlie Connelly, obsessed with assuaging his 
guilt for past transgressions through acts of 
penance. 
   Once upon a time, these measures might have 
provided, if not precisely a cure, then pallia-
tion for the problems of this devoutly Catholic 
family. Discipline being a reliable method of 
imposing order upon a disorderly world, all the 
Roman church required of its flock for many 
centuries was fealty expressed in observation 
of its rites—but Chuck O’Conner’s parable is 
set in the disquieting milieu of 1968 Detroit, 
where congregations already reeling under 
social upheaval struggled with the Second 
Vatican Council’s exhortation to introspection, 
pursuant to forging a personal understanding 
of their faith. For sinners accustomed to re-
ceiving absolution from external agents, this 
call to look into their own hearts rendered 
inefficacious yet another subterfuge conceal-
ing whatever unspeakable shame nagged their 
consciences.
   What remains unchanged in the liturgy of 
western drama are the beneficial effects that 
confession bestows upon the soul. Clare has 
been granted leave from the convent to care 
for her recovering Da, but proximity to her iras-
cible sire only exacerbates her anger over his 
alleged mistreatment of her late mother and 
rejection of her brother. Peter offers what com-
fort his Jesuit humanitarian-relativist theology 
can extend, but not until prodigal son Charlie 

returns, bringing long-buried testimony from 
distant Connelly kin regarding the lineage of 
the siblings and the source of Jimmy’s bitter-
ness can these pilgrims who walk in darkness 
confront the deception and misunderstanding 
at the roots of their unhappiness to embark on 
the forgiveness that precedes healing.
   O’Conner’s narrative style hearkens to early 
20th-century literary conventions, spooling 
out its exposition a bit too tidily and delay-
ing his moment of peripeteia a bit too long. 
Director Richard Shavzin and his cast, however, 
give full attention to the intimate details lend-
ing plausibility, within the context of its au-
thor’s universe, to each character’s decisions 
(even including a chaste kiss of peace or two). 
Anyway, in an age when people’s actions are 
increasingly ruled by impetuous expedience, a 
story concluding with wayward human beings 
discovering their true vocations after search-
ing their misguided motives is commendable, 
certainly. 

CRITICS’ PICKS
the arsonists, Strawdog Theatre Com-

pany, through Sept. 27. Max Frisch’s fin-
ger-wagging cautionary tale is swathed in 
sensurround immediacy under the vibrant 
kinetic direction of Matt Hawkins. MSB

avenue Q, Mercury Theater Chicago, 
through Oct. 26. This Tony Award-winning 
hit musical that smartly spoofs Sesame 
Street feels right at home at the intimate 
Mercury Theater. And now with an exten-
sion through October, the show is finally 
getting the long Chicago run it really 
should have had when it was brand new. 
SCM

depraved new World, The Second City, 
open run. With elements of long-form im-
prov, Second City’s 102nd mainstage revue 
features an extremely sharp cast (espe-
cially John Hartman), some high-risk mu-
sical improv, several gay-specific scenes 
and advanced use of music and sound. JA

ecstasy, Cole Theatre at A Red Orchid 
Theatre, through Sept. 28. Mike Leigh’s 
portrait of young working-class Brits in 
1979 documents its populist history with 
time-capsule accuracy (right down to the 
replica smoking and drinking). MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

Miracles in the fall. Photo by richard engling
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THEATER REVIEW

Shakespeare’s 
Anthony and 
Cleopatra: UNDONE
adapters: Patricia henritze 
and shawna tucker
at: skyline stageWorks at 
the side Project, 1439 W. Jarvis ave. 
tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
www.brownpapertickets.com; $15
runs through: oct. 5

By scott c. MorGan

Adapting and condensing a historical theater 
epic down to fit into a tiny storefront theater 
space sounds like a fool’s errand. But as regu-
lar Chicago theatergoers know, the Windy City’s 
industrious theater artists can often surprise 
and delight in re-imagining great works on a 
drastically smaller scale.
 Unfortunately, Skyline StageWorks’ reduction 
of the Bard’s work titled Shakespeare’s Anthony 
and Cleopatra: UNDONE at The Side Project is 
not one of those happy occasions. UNDONE of-
fers some interesting staging ideas now and 
then, but doesn’t stand alone dramatically on 
its own merits.
 Audiences who have never seen Anthony and 
Cleopatra or know much classical Hellenic his-
tory will likely feel out to sea with the ma-
jor plot points in UNDONE. More experienced 
Shakespeare fans will also probably need to 
jog their memories of past and more complete 
productions of Anthony and Cleopatra to help 
piece together what’s offered and what’s miss-
ing in this intermission-free show.
 UNDONE adapters Patricia Henritze and Shaw-
na Tucker have structured their riff on Antho-
ny and Cleopatra as a flashback and reduced 
their cast to just four actors. There’s the title 
characters respectively played by British actor 
James Sparling as the breakaway Roman gener-
al and Shawna Tucker as the vivacious Egyptian 

queen, Drew Mierjeweski as the eventual Ro-
man emperor Octavius (later Augustus) Caesar 
and Bill Gordon as a generalized “Player” to 
take on multiple roles of messengers, military 
colleagues and servants.
 Perhaps what Henritze and Tucker were aim-
ing for was to focus on the politics-versus-
private conflicts of the powerful title lovers. 
But what comes across in UNDONE is a sketchy 
Cliff’s Notes condensation of famous speeches 
and scenes from Shakespeare’s original with 
glaringly low-budget production design ele-
ments.
 Director John Arthur Lewis does introduce 
some creative touches to align with this small-
scale and internalized approach. Lewis’ ideas 
range from depicting a battle between Anthony 
and Octavius as a high-stakes card game to us-
ing a basketful of plastic toy soldiers to repre-
sent an army.
 But more often than not, the lack of solid his-
torical or dramatic context to the storyline in 
UNDONE does a disservice to the performances. 
The actors may know the logical progression of 
their characters’ actions in the overall plot, but 
their impassioned performances don’t always 
communicate what’s actually going on. A few 
actors also could have been sharper on their 
memorization based upon the invited press 
performance.
 While practically every Shakespeare play is 
performed nowadays in edited-down editions, 
Skyline StageWorks’ UNDONE shows the unfor-
tunate effects of when too much is taken away. 
What’s left is most definitely Shakespeare un-
done.

 Actress Amanda Peet made her off-Broadway debut as a playwright in 2013 with a drama 
inspired by the recent downfall of financier Bernie Madoff, who ran an elaborate Ponzi scheme. 
With the commons of Pensacola, Peet imagines what life might be like for the wife of a 
convicted Wall Street trader and the recriminations that spew from fellow family members 
who come to visit her exiled existance in a Florida condominium. The Chicago-area debut of 
The Commons of Pensacola continues through Sunday, Oct. 19, at Northlight Theatre, 9501 N. 
Skokie Blvd., Skokie. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays (no shows Sept. 
30, Oct. 7 and 14), 1 and 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays (no matinee Oct. 1 and no evening show Sept. 
24), 8 p.m. Fridays (7:30 p.m. opening night Sept. 19), 2:30 and 8 p.m. Saturdays (no matinee 
Sept. 13), 2:30 and 7 p.m. Sundays (no evening shows Sept. 21, Oct. 5 and 19). Tickets are 
$25-$54 for previews and $25-$78 during the regular run. Student rush tickets are $15 (subject 
to availability); call 847-673-6300 or visit www.northlight.org for tickets and more information. 
Photo by Michael Brosilow
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A tr iumphant vis ion of  what it  means to be an art ist ,  at  any cost .

PERFORMANCES START SEPT 23
A  T I M E L I N E  T H E AT R E  C O M PA N Y  P R O D U C T I O N
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A “masterpiece  
of a production”  
  – Chicago Sun-Times

HHH 
– Chicago Tribune

B Y  D O M I N I C  O R L A N D O   
 D I R E C T E D  B Y  N I C K  B O W L I N G

P R E s E N T E D  AT  T I M E L I N E  T H E AT R E   |   6 1 5  W  W E L L I N g T O N  AV E

A polit ical  conspiracy thri l ler  based on true events .

NOW PLAYING AT STAGE 773

YESTERDAY’S STORIES. TODAY’S TOPICS. 
TIMELINETHEATRE.COM  |   773.327.5252

YESTERDAY’S STORIES. TODAY’S TOPICS. 
TIMELINETHEATRE.COM  |   773.281.T IME (8463)
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By Mary shen BarnidGe

The word “classic” is tossed around pretty ca-
sually these days—indeed, it’s not uncommon 
for Baby Boom geezers to affix that appellation 
to anything recalled from their youth, regard-
less of lasting historical significance (“Yellow 

Submarine” might qualify as “classic” pop, but 
should “Mellow Yellow” share that status?)

According to sages at Windy City Times, a 
play can be called a “classic” only if it’s more 
than 100 years old—otherwise, it’s a “revival.” 
With that definition in mind, here are some of 
both to see this fall:

undisputed classics
king lear, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 

Sept. 17-Nov. 9 (312-595-5600; www.chica-
goshakes.com). Larry Yando—who’s played 
Scar (in The Lion King) and Scrooge (in the 
you-know-what Carol)—now takes on the role 
of Shakespeare’s ultimate abusive father. 

 
revivals based on classics

c.s. lewis onstage, Provision Theater, cur-
rently running through Oct. 19 (866-811-4111; 
www.provisiontheater.org). Clive Staples Lewis 
wrote the fantasy allegory Narnia Chronicles to 
clarify his own faith, and Brad Armacost recre-
ates his struggle in this remount of his solo 
show premiering in 2008.  

Jane eyre, Lifeline Theatre, running through 
Oct. 26 (773-761-4477; www.lifelinetheatre.
com). Charlotte Bronte’s title character is one 
of the three most famous orphans in western 
literature (see Great Expectations below), her 
adventures providing the prototype for roman-
tic heroines to this day. 

dr. Jekyll and Mr. hyde, Idle Muse Theatre 
Company, Sept. 20-Oct. 19 (773-334-7728; 
www.idlemuse.org).  This is the hip Jeffrey 
Hatcher adaptation, where no less than four 
actors are necessary to portray the righteous 
hero’s menacing alter ego.  

churchill, SoloChicago Theatre. Oct. 3-Nov. 
(773-404-7336; www.greenhousetheater.org). 
Ronald Keaton’s solo portrait of the contrary 
Englishman whose leadership shaped Europe’s 
destiny in the 20th century sold out houses 
during the summer, prompting this fall exten-
sion.

Great expectations, Strawdog Theatre Com-
pany, Nov.10-Dec. 20 (773-528-9696; www.
strawdog.org). This Lakeview off-Broadway loft 
wasn’t big enough to hold the playgoers who 
flocked last winter to this bare-bones adapta-
tion of Dickens’ saga centering on an orphan 
boy in search of his fortune.

 
halfway-to-classic revivals

 dial “M” for Murder, Metropolis Arts Center 
in Arlington Heights, Sept. 18-Oct. 19 (847-
977-2121; www.metropolisarts.com). Frederick 
Knott’s nervous wife pursued by an unknown 
assassin supplies the shivers in this first of two 
fall thrillers from the Golden Age of Detective 
Fiction.

 all My sons, Raven Theatre, Sept. 22-Nov. 
15 (773-338-2177; www.raventheatre.com). 
Arthur Miller’s cautionary fable of what would 
later be called the military-industrial complex 
showcases actor Chuck Spencer, whom fans 
have seen grow from fresh-faced juvenile roles 
to graying patriarchs. 

 Watch on the rhine, Artistic Home, Oct. 
5-Nov. 16 (866-811-4111; www.artistichome.
org). The folly of isolationist complacence 
in the years before America joined the war 
against Hitler gets thoughtful discussion in 
Lillian Hellman’s 1941 drama.

 Both your houses, Remy Bumppo Theatre 
Company, Oct. 6-Nov. 9 (773-404-7336; www.
remybumppo.org). Maxwell Anderson won the 
1933 Pulitzer for this West-Wing comedy, but 
its political observations are still surprisingly 
apt today.

 the Mousetrap, Northlight Theatre, Nov. 14-
Dec.14 (847-673-6300; www.northlight.org). 
This seminal Agatha Christie lonely-dark-house 
murder mystery—running continuously in Eng-
land since 1952—is only 33 years away from 
becoming a bona fide classic. 

 
emerging revivals

 at home at the zoo, City Lit, Sept. 23-Oct. 
26 (773-293-3682; www.citylit.org). In 1961, 
Edward Albee wrote about a pair of strangers 
whose chance meeting in an urban park bench 
changes their lives forever, and now, more than 
50 years later, he tells us how they got there.  

the clean house, Bluebird Arts, Sept. 29-
Oct. 25 (773-404-7336; www.bluebirdarts.
com). The founders of the late European Rep-
ertory Company make their comeback with 
this first of two fall reinterpretations of Sarah 
Ruhl’s treatise on domestic issues.

the cryptogram, Profiles Theatre, Oct. 
2-Nov. 16 (773-549-1815; www.profilestheatre.
org).  Even David Mamet was a boy once, and 
this play offers hints of how he grew to be the 
man he is today.

the lieutenant of inishmore, Aston Rep at 
Raven Studio, Oct. 23-Nov. 22 (773-828-9129; 
www.astonrep.com). Martin McDonagh’s satire 
of Irish terrorism required five gallons of fake 
blood for every performance at Northlight in 
2009, but in this small room, only a few quarts 
should be needed.  

shining city, Irish Theatre of Chicago, Nov. 
26-Jan. 4 (773-878-3727; www.seanachai.
org). The former Seanachai Theatre declares 
its ethnicity up front in this staging of Conor 
McPherson’s haunting story of—well, ghosts, 
and those they leave behind. 

  
and one pre-holiday lGBt first-time revival

 liberace, Milwaukee Rep at Stackner Caba-
ret in Milwaukee. Nov. 7-Jan. 1 (414-224-9490; 
www.milwaukeerep.com). Jack Forbes Wilson 
returns to portray the outrageously flamboyant 
home-town pianist who defied the repressive 
America of the 1950s to audaciously “cry all 
the way to the bank.”

FALL THEATER SPECIAL

Autumn classics and 
revivals—and how to 
tell the difference

Joshua Moaney and anu Bhatt in Jane eyre. Photo by suzanne Plunkett

CULTURE CLUB

About Face Theatre in association with Justin Brill presents

“An engaging, sincere tale from a 
very talented and tuneful guy about 
how life can always get better.” 

— Chris Jones, 
Chicago Tribune

For tickets visit aboutfacetheatre.org,or call 773.975.8150

MUST CLOSE September 28!
Wednesdays thru Saturdays @ 7:30p 
Sundays @ 4:00p

Theater Wit | 1229 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL

TICKETS: Adults $35 | Students + Seniors $20

SAVE $5 use code 
BIZ5
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312.595.5600 • chicagoshakes.com

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE! 

MIX & 
MATCH 
PLAYS OR CHOOSE  
A CLASSIC PACKAGE

A Q BROTHERS’ 
CHRISTMAS  

CAROL
A hip-hop adaptation of  

Charles Dickens’ holiday classic

From South Africa  

MOZART’S  
THE MAGIC FLUTE

Isango Ensemble’s Olivier Award-
winning production is a vibrant new 
interpretation of the beloved opera

PERICLES
Celebrated Stratford Festival  
actor Ben Carlson returns in  

Shakespeare’s adventurous tale

DUNSINANE
A stunning sequel to Macbeth from  
the Royal Shakespeare Company  
and National Theatre of Scotland

SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY

Artistic Director Barbara Gaines  
stages a world premiere musical  
of the beloved Jane Austen novel

KING LEAR
Shakespeare’s timeless drama  

features acclaimed actor  
Larry Yando in the title role

MAJOR 2014/15 SEASON SUPPORTERSPRODUCTION SPONSORS

Timothy R. Schwertfeger 
and Gail Waller

PRODUCTION HOTEL PARTNERS MEDIA SPONSOR
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By Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

Still rebuilding after the devastating Ger-
man air raids of World War II, Britain’s mood 
in 1947 was desolate. Rationing was still in 
force; meat, potatoes and even electricity were 
cut. The London streets that had taken the full 
force of Hitler’s V1 and V2 rockets existed as 
parallel lines of rubble. To make matters worse, 
January of that year heralded one of the most 
devastating winters in the country’s history. 
In his biography entitled Starman, author Paul 
Trinka described the South London suburb of 
Brixton at the time as “cold, damp and soot-
blackened.” It looked “especially dystopian,” 
he wrote.

It was into this dystopia that David Robert 
Jones was born Jan. 8, 1947. His country was 
in dire need of someone to demonstrate how 
anything was possible through the limitless 
creativity contained within the human imagi-
nation. Jones became determined—as he put 
it in a 2002 interview in GQ—“to contribute 
in some way to the culture that I was living 
in” and so “move it a little bit towards the 
way I thought it might be interesting to go. 
I realized from the beginning that you could 
actually affect the way people saw things in 
quite a major way. ” 

That contribution was the creation of David 
Bowie—an artist in a constant state of rein-
vention whose body of work spans over a half 
a century and whose influence across an array 
of disciplines from music to film has been de-
scribed by mfany music journalists as “trans-
formative.” In a 2013 article in Rolling Stone, 
writer Simon Price said “I think perhaps un-
like any other pop artist, David Bowie has the 
power to change lives.”

In March last year, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum (V&A) in London premiered “David 
Bowie Is”—offering audiences an unparalleled, 
totally immersive journey through Bowie’s 
artistry and the world and times in which he 
created it. The exhibit drew unprecedented 
numbers of people. Wearing state-of-the-art 
headphones that allowed them to experience 
Bowie’s performances and still talk with each 
other, visitors pored over 300 objects from the 
legendary bodysuits worn by Ziggy Stardust, 
to an intimate and exclusive look at Bowie’s 
handwritten lyrics, sketches, diary entries and 
musical scores. 

On Sept. 23, “David Bowie Is” will open at 
The Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago—
the only U.S. city on its world tour. 

Geoffrey Marsh is director of the Department 
of Theatre and Performance at the V&A. He and 
colleague Victoria Broackes were co-curators 
of the exhibition—an artistic risk given the 
critical backlash regarding the prestigious mu-
seum’s 2007 presentation of stage costumes 
worn by pop star Kylie Minogue. “Come and 
look at Kylie’s pants,” was critic Euan Fergu-
son’s headline in the British Newspaper The 
Observer. “The V&A’s face remains intact, but a 
little bit of its soul has been consumed by this 
trash,” he wrote.

Despite Ferguson’s opinion, a substantial 
number of people turned up for a look at Ky-
lie’s pants. “Many of them had never been to 
the V&A before,” Marsh told Windy City Times. 
“So clearly there was an interest in popular 
culture.” The museum followed the success of 
“Kylie: The Exhibition” with “The Story of the 
Supremes”—a collection provided by founding 
member Mary Wilson that examined the group’s 
role in changing racial perceptions during the 
American civil rights movement. In 2011, “The 
House of Annie Lennox” explored the challeng-
es of being a woman in the music business. 
The genesis of “David Bowie Is” was envisioned 

that same year when Marsh and Broackes were 
invited to New York to view a collection of 
Bowie memorabilia. 

“It was extraordinary,” Marsh said. “And most 
of it was in fantastic condition given that a lot 
of performance stuff tends to be battered to 
bits.” The curator gave Marsh and Broackes his 
blessing to borrow whatever they liked. Despite 
a history of controlling every step in the cre-
ative process down to the most finite detail of 
his album cover art, Bowie himself was absent 
from the making of an exhibit drawn from his 
own work. “We were told ‘David’s not going to 
get involved’,” Marsh said. “That seemed very 
curious because usually when you deal with 
artists they are there hanging over you. But 
one of the things one realizes is that David 
keeps an air of mystery about him.”

So, like the rest of the world, Marsh and 
Broackes had no idea that—during the pains-
taking two years they spent designing the 
exhibition—the artist was quietly working on 
his first studio album in nearly a decade. “The 
Next Day” was released in the same month the 
exhibit opened. Both were critical and com-
mercial hits. “We were as surprised as every-
one else when the album came out,” Marsh 
asserted. “We never thought we were part of 
a bigger plan.”

Marsh stressed that the exhibition is not 
a study of the personal life of David Robert 
Jones. “It’s about the creation of David Bowie,” 
he explained. “Lots of people say they’ve met 
David Bowie as if he’s a real person but he isn’t. 
That’s what’s so brilliant about the illusion. It’s 
a character he constructed who also assumed a 
lot of other characters over the past 50 years. 
A lot of journalists look at him as a musician 
and songwriter, but actually he’s a theatrical 
performer. That’s why so many people in the 
rock business were slightly distrustful of him.” 

There is no mystery about the devastat-
ing effect Bowie had on a world built around 
convention. In July 1972, Ziggy Stardust ap-
peared on the BBC’s Top of the Pops perform-
ing “Starman.” In his 2012 book When Ziggy 
Played Guitar: David Bowie and Four Minutes 
that Shook the World, out gay author/journal-
ist Dylan Jones recalled the moment the cam-
era focused on a bright blue guitar played by 
a man dressed head to foot in a skin-tight ka-
leidoscope of color. “For me and for the many 
other innocents who saw Bowie perform that 
night,” Jones wrote, “the world we were shown 
was transgressive: sexual androgyny, impious 
glam rock, the edge of all we knew. It was 
thrilling, slightly dangerous, transformative. 
For me, and for those like me, it felt like the 
future had finally arrived.” 

The Ziggy Stardust Tour that began in 1972 
further showcased the sexual fluidity of the 
character through outfits designed by Kansai 
Yamamoto such as the unforgettable, billowing 
black and white “Rites of Spring” or the mul-
ticolored body stocking replete with turquoise 
feather boa. Many of those original outfits can 
be seen at “David Bowie Is.” 

Speculation about Bowie’s own sexuality was 
a constant in the media. A 2002 television in-
terview with British personality Jonathan Ross 
yielded quite a few laughs on the subject but 
nothing more conclusive than Bowie’s state-
ment: “I was incredibly promiscuous and I 
think we’ll leave it at that.” 

Marsh said he believes, ultimately, Bowie’s 
message to the world is contained within his 
persona and work. “Bowie was very apolitical,” 
Marsh stated. “But what he did say and still 
says is ‘Be yourself.’ And often that’s the most 
subversive thing you can do.” 

He added that Bowie is many different things 
depending on the individual. That sentiment 

was reflected in the reactions of visitors to 
the V&A exhibit. “People were seeing two ex-
hibitions—the one about Bowie and one about 
their lives.” Marsh said. “Most people have a 
Bowie album, or have danced to David’s music 
and therefore they were looking at David and 
they were looking at themselves. It was impor-
tant for them to be a part of it.”

Both Marsh and Broackes had always planned 
to tour “David Bowie Is” when it closed fol-
lowing one of the most successful runs in the 
V&A’s 161-year history and they were inundat-
ed with requests from museums in cities span-
ning the globe. In terms of the United States, 
Marsh said that the Museum of Contemporary 
Art in Chicago was selected because its offi-
cials asked first. 

Michael Darling is the chief curator of the 
MCA. “I first read an announcement about it 
in early 2013,” he told Windy City Times. “Al-
ready, there was some buzz building about it in 
London and we got on the phone with the folks 
at the Victoria and Albert. We sensed that this 
was a show that could capture the imagination 
of a broad audience. We were happily surprised 
that we were one of the first to call and able to 
cement our place in the tour.”

Darling noted that, unlike previous venues, 
the MCA has the capacity to house the exhibi-
tion in a single continuous space. “Once you 
go in, you’re along for the ride all the way,” he 
said. “The immersion is palpable. There is low 
light in most of the show. There are objects 
and moving imagery everywhere you go and of 
course you are wearing headphones that pro-
vide a soundtrack all the way through.” 

One significant difference from the London 
presentation is the timeline sequence of the 
exhibit at the MCA. Looking at Bowie’s career 
from a contemporary art perspective, Darling 
said that decision was motivated by Bowie’s 

own capacity for reinvention. “The dramatic 
shifts of persona and character throughout 
his career are among his most fascinating as-
pects,” Darling said. “It shows so much cour-
age and bravery and a willingness to never rest 
on his laurels. So I thought if we could put 
[the exhibit] in a more chronological order and 
group together all of the various objects that 
relate to each of those periods, those shifts 
would become even more dramatic to people 
and show just how radical he was.” 

Much like Marsh and Broackes, Darling is 
resistant to term “David Bowie Is” as a ret-
rospective. “One thing that I have come to 
understand is that the idea’s kind of foreign to 
Bowie himself,” Darling said. “He’s somebody 
who doesn’t like to look back and once some-
thing is done and finished, he moves onto the 
next thing. We’re not presenting the exhibit in 
a way that makes you dwell on the past but to 
see his work as stepping stones forward.” 

Marsh said he believes Bowie was and still is 
powered by relentless curiosity, exploring art 
and literature from his early years and then 
blending and remodeling that knowledge into 
the creations that can be viewed, listened to 
and lived in “David Bowie Is” 
 “I searched for form and land,” Bowie sang in 
1970. “For years and years I roamed, I gazed a 
gazely stare.” 
 Marsh and Broackes hope that the gazely 
stares of those who experience the ingenuity 
and vision that formed every piece in “David 
Bowie Is” will help put them inside the head 
of the character of Bowie—one born from a 
boring dystopia who became the man who sold 
the world on endless possibility. 
 for more information and for tickets, visit 
http://www2.mcachicago.org/exhibition/
david-bowie-is/.

david Bowie in striped bodysuit for aladdin sane tour, 1973. Photo by by Masayoshi sukita

FALL SPECIAL: ART

‘David Bowie Is’
opening in Chicago
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By Jonathan aBarBanel
            
Chicago theater chugs along ... and chugs 
along and chugs along. The 2014-2015 season 
is filled with delights covering 2,400 years of 
drama from the works of Euripides and Sopho-
cles to new lights we haven’t yet discovered 
(but will before next summer rolls around). 
As always, a very high percentage—about 40 
percent—of work offered from our 230+ area 
theater troupes is made up of world, regional 
or Chicago premieres. A short preview story 
can’t do them all justice, but here are 10 picks 
(listed by date of production) of more than or-
dinary interest, and representing a wide range 
of dramatic styles and appeal.

death tax, Lookingglass Theatre, through 
Oct. 12 and isaac’s eye, Writers Theatre (Glen-
coe) through Dec. 7—Barely in his mid-30s, 
Lucas Hnath (pronouned “Nayth”) has emerged 
in a few years as one of the United States’ finest 
young playwrights. These simultaneous produc-
tions by two leading theater companies are the 
first Hnath plays to be done here. Hnath serves 
up deep seriousness of purpose in ways which 
engage and entertain audiences. In short, his 
diverse range of work is thoughtful but playful. 
Death Tax concerns a wealthy woman whose 
daughter may be hastening her demise in order 
to avoid increased estate taxes, and how the 
woman and her nurse confound that attempt. 
Isaac’s Eye is an entirely modern play about 
the historic scientists Robert Hooke and Isaac 
Newton. It has nothing to do with science and 
everything to do with ethics and ambition. See 
either or both: www.lookingglasstheatre.org; 
www.writerstheatre.org.

rest, Victory Gardens Theater, through Oct. 
12—This is a regional premiere by Samuel D. 
Hunter, author of the compassionate play, The 

Whale, which was a considerable VG hit a year 
ago. Like The Whale (and other Hunter plays), 
Rest is set in Idaho where a blizzard threatens 
the three last residents of a retirement home, 
one of whom disappears into the storm. Hunter 
has a knack for balancing tenderness and hu-
mor. Admirable veteran director Joanie Schultz 
is at the helm. Information: www.victorygar-
dens.org.

season on the line, House Theatre of Chica-
go, through Oct. 22—Nobody tells a slam-bang 
tale like The House, and this world premiere 
is based on a real slam-banger, Moby Dick, as 
reduced, adapted and otherwise deconstructed 
by House ensemble member Shawn Pfautsch. 
Only it’s not quite Melville’s whale tale, but 
a backstage tell-all story—as narrated by the 
lone survivor—about a theater troupe trying 
to stage Moby Dick under the captaincy of an 
obsessive, megalomaniacal director. Details: 
thehousetheatre.com.  FYI: Shattered Globe 
Theatre’s production of The Whaleship Essex—
the true story which inspired Moby Dick—con-
tinues through Oct. 11. Read my review at WCT 
online.

the World of extreme happiness, Goodman 
Theatre, through Oct. 12. This world premiere 
by Frances Ya-Chu Cowhig, a U.S. playwright of 
Chinese descent, is set in contemporary China 
and pits the human longing for a better life 
against rampant industrial expansion and its 
exploitation of its work force. This remains a 
problem even in the developed Western world, 
and more so in still-developing nations as news 
story after story reports to us. Goodman guest 
director Eric Ting is staging the play. Cowhig’s 
plays have been produced extensively in Lon-
don and at a variety of U.S. theaters. Tickets: 
www.goodmantheatre.org.

the sweat Girls are ... 21 and finally le-

gal, at the Heartland Studio, Sept. 26-Oct. 12. 
One of Chicago’s longest-established female 
ensembles and also one of our longest-estab-
lished monologue-based troupes, The Sweat 
Girls finally have reached drinking age and 
are celebrating with a new show. Critics and 
audiences always anticipate a return by “the 
Sweats” because they only create a show every 
few years, and each edition reveals how they 
have grown in experience and wisdom both 
professionally and personally. They know how 
to have fun, too! Now if only they’d team up 
with Teatro Luna in an all-girl dream team... 
Info: www.sweatgirls.og.

the Gravedigger, First Folio Theatre (Oak 
Brook), Oct. 1-Nov. 2—A world premiere based 
on the ultimate triumph of a so-called “resur-
rection man”—a grave robber—Frankenstein’s 
Monster. Authored by Michigan-based Joseph 
Zettelmaier and staged by First Folio artistic 
director Alison Vesely, The Gravedigger should 
be perfect for the Halloween season and for 
staging in the pseudo-Gothic splendors of the 
Mayslake Peabody Mansion. Sew up the deal: 
www.firstfolio.org.

devil’s day off, Signal Ensemble Theatre, 
Oct. 16-Nov. 11—A world premiere by the pro-
lific Jon Steinhagen, a man who never stops 
writing except, perhaps, when he’s acting and 
he’s acting almost all the time. Devil’s Day 
Off is set in Chicago during a record-breaking 
heatwave ... and then the power fails. Stein-

hagen always enjoys a high concept, so this 
show actually is 50 mini-plays featuring 100 
characters, thereby revealing a broad swath of 
the trials and tribulations of Chicago’s citizenry 
on a day that’s hot as hell. Signal Ensemble 
co-artistic director Ronan Marra directs. For a 
sizzling time: www.signalensemble.com. FYI: 
Signal is celebrating its 10th anniversary.

the anyway cabaret (an animal cabaret), 
TUTA Theatre at the Storefront Theatre, Oct. 
17-Nov. 16—Not really a cabaret, but a world 
premiere play with music by Slovenian author 
Martin Marion, in which an animal band per-
forms in a club each night (at an undisclosed 
location) in order to comment on current 
events and the universal conflicts between 
power, identity and humanity. TUTA artistic di-
rector Jacqueline Stone directs. Take a stand: 
www.tutato.com.

strandline, A Red Orchid Theatre, Oct. 23-
Dec. 7—This United States premiere is a mod-
ern take on ancient Irish mourning customs, by 
contemporary Irish writer Abbie Spallen. There’s 
a funeral and mourners, see, but some of them 
have damn good reasons not to be there. The 
outstanding J. R. Sullivan is the guest director, 
and the cast features always-good A Red Orchid 
ensemble members Kirsten Fitzgerald and Nata-
lie West. Well, Sullivan and Fitzgerald oughta 
get the Irish thing down cold. Cry if you want 
to: www.aredorchidtheatre.org.  

isaac’s eye. 
Photo by Michael 
Brosilow
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THE MIDWEST PREMIERE OF 

ISAAC’S 
EYE
BY LUCAS HNATH

DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

NOW PLAYING
Performed at 664 Vernon Ave, Glencoe  
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

“[Playwright Lucas] Hnath  
is quickly emerging as  
one of the brightest  

new voices of his generation.”

– The New York Times

FOR TICKETS: WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000
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By Jerry nunn

Evil Dead: The Musical is creeping into the 
Broadway Playhouse this fall and only running 
for three weeks. This horror show based on the 
classic movie broke records in Canada during its 
run before hitting the Windy City. 

The full cast of Chicagoans tells the campy 
story of five college friends staying in a cabin 
in the woods. Everything is roses and sunshine 
until a demon visits and mixes things up. Feel 
free to sing along to the catchy tune “All the 
Men in My Life Keep Getting Killed by Candar-
ian Demons” as things begin to unravel.

Performer Ryan Czerwonko is now based in 
Chicago and brings a variety of roles to the 
production, among them playing a Fake Shemp. 
He’s paid his dues with Dozens of Cousins at 
the Trap Door Theatre and Broken Fences at 
the 16th Street Theater. Independent films he’s 
worked on include The Glass House, and Wig-
gah.

Windy City Times rang him up to find out 
who’s hiding behind the mask.

Windy city times: hi, ryan. let’s start off 
with where you are from.

Ryan Czerwonko: I am from Ashtabula, Ohio, 
which is near Cleveland.

Wct: did you study theater there?
RC: I have a BFA in theater performance from 

Ohio University in Athens, Ohio. After school 
I did a year long internship at Orlando Shake-
speare Theater then I made the decision to 
move to Chicago. I just had my three year an-
niversary with living here.

Wct: how did you get involved with evil 
dead the Musical?

RC: My agent submitted me for it. I went in 
for the initial audition. I thought it was the 
three best or three worst auditions of my life. I 
surprisingly got a call back and it was a really 
intense seven hour day of dancing and reading 
for different roles. I got an email when they 
offered me a part.

Wct: What is your role in the show?
RC: I play Fake Shemp, which is all of the 

pop-up characters in the show. I play the ghost 
of the professor who unleashes the demons, an 
evil tree, a severed hand and a headless body. I 
am also the male swing so I am covering three 
other actors.

Wct: is the musical very similar to the 
movie?

RC: It is a loving homage. It blends plot ele-
ments from all three of the movies in the se-
ries, specifically Evil Dead and Evil Dead 2 then 
it takes it to another level where it satirizes 
not only the horror genre but musicals in gen-
eral. It has a really great rock score.

Wct: how long has evil dead: the Musical 
been performed?

RC: It has been around for a decade. It is 
a Canadian show and a big hit there and off-
Broadway but I believed this is the first North 
American tour.

Wct: zombies are very hip right now. do 
you watch the Walking dead?

RC: I do. I’m a big fan of AMC and today’s 
serial television. I like series like that and True 
Blood that take potentially goofy elements like 
zombies or vampires to reflect the bigger prob-
lems in the world.

Wct: What is your favorite part of the mu-
sical?

RC: I find the music and dance numbers very 
exhilarating. We had the first preview the other 
night and it felt like a rock concert. It doesn’t 
have a polarizing effect that are in many musi-
cals. It makes you forget it’s a musical.

It is American Pie style so raunchy humor and 
very funny.

Wct: What is the splatter zone?
RC: It is the first four rows in the theater. 

There’s a lot of murder and mayhem in the 

show. Several characters spray blood into the 
audience. People should be prepared to have 
their outfits ruined or wear a poncho.

Wct: i will never forget the stabbing of a 
pencil into someone in the movie.

RC: There is a song that features that pencil 
stabbing moment.

Wct: i will cover my eyes. tell me about 
these independent movies you have done.

RC: I did a movie called Wiggah. It is along 
the lines of Evil Dead in the way that it’s a 
25-minute rap musical. It is a cross between 
Rocky Horror and Pulp Fiction. It is a heavy 
stylized and went to a couple of film festivals 
abroad. It is available on video.

I filmed a movie last year called The Glass 
House. You see three different stories unfold-
ing over different periods of time. They take 
place in one house examining human fragility. 
The trailer is out but should be out fully later 
this year.

I also have a short film coming out called 
Violet. It is a Bergman-esque mystery.

Wct: you are a bisexual member of the evil 
dead. We need more openly bisexual people 
around and in the media.

RC: Tell me about it. I have a small role in the 
show. When they contacted me about Windy 
City Times interviewing me, I was so happy to 
hear that!

I’ve been out of the closet for a really long 
time but there is still a stigma around it. Only 
since moving to a bigger city with Chicago I’ve 
noticed that it is an every fluid changing thing. 
It is really hard to define and can’t be defined.

Bisexual is the term I feel closest to but you 
are right there is not much representation.

Wct: evil dead is in chicago for three 
weeks. What happens after that?

RC: We then spend a few weeks in Toronto. 
Some highlights of the tour for me are Aus-
tin, Nashville, and some cities in Florida. I get 
to go back to Orlando and see friends that I 
worked with. I’m really excited to travel. The 
tour picks up again in March and April so we 
have a little break.

I’m auditioning for stuff right now and going 
on call backs to fill that slot with something. If 
that doesn’t work out I will just do some more 
film work or maybe take some classes.

Wct: Where will the show be for hallow-
een?

RC: Toronto. This is the longest running show 
in Canadian history, I think. It is really popular. 
We will be on home turf for that, which is a 
little nerve-wracking. With it being Halloween 
there will be a high expectation for excellence!

evil dead: the Musical splatters into town 
sept. 23-oct. 12 at the Broadway Playhouse 
at Water tower Place, 175 e. chestnut st. 
Visit www.Broadwayinchicago.com or call 
800-775-2000 for tickets and details. 

By Jerry nunn

This October, Chicagoans are being treated 
to another pre-Broadway engagement—this 
time with a musical called Amazing Grace. 
It tells the story of John Newton, played by 
Josh Young, who is torn between becoming 
a slave trader or becoming more compassion-
ate thanks to fellow costar Erin Mackey, who 
plays his childhood sweetheart. The classic 
title song “Amazing Grace” is born in the 
process.

Young originated the role of Che in the 
first national tour of Evita along with addi-
tional national tours of Les Miserables and 
West Side Story. He received a Tony Award 
nomination for playing Judas in Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Jesus Christ Superstar.

Windy City Times met the talented per-
former for coffee one morning to discover 
more about this new fall world premiere.

Windy city times: hi, Josh. how was it 
performing in the Broadway in chicago’s 
preview in the Millennium Park?

Josh Young: It was an awesome thing that 
every city should do.

Wct: how did you start performing in 
the first place?

JY: I started performing when I was 12. My 
parents put me into acting classes to keep 
me out of trouble. I was a really bad kid.

Wct: this was growing up where?
JY: Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. I 

guess I always had a flair for the dramatic 
and getting attention so they thought that 
acting classes would be a good thing. I al-
ways sang as well. I was in a local theater 
company called Young People’s Theatre Work-
shop, or YPTW for short. I still go back dur-
ing the summers to teach classes for them. It 
is a really wonderful program. Some of them 
will be coming to opening night here, which 
I am really excited about.

From there I was just performing for fun. 
I didn’t know it was something that I could 
do as a career. When I turned 17 and had to 
figure out what to do with my life. I got the 
sense that other people that I could do it for 
a living and I enjoy it. That’s how I ended 
up doing it.

Wct: Was evita your big break?
JY: I guess so because there was a pro-

duction of Evita in the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival in 2010. Without that I wouldn’t 
have booked Jesus Christ Superstar, which 
was also at Stratford and transferred it to 
Broadway. I am not the typical choice for 
Judas. Since I had done well for them as Che 
I think they took a chance on me for Judas.

Wct: how was the experience of being 
nominated at the tony awards?

JY: It should have been the best time in 
my life, but two weeks prior to the opening 
night for that I got bronchitis. I had tried 
to perform through it because I had been 
nominated and the voters were coming that 
month. They pushed me to go on and I got 
sicker and sicker. It was a really rough ex-
perience!

Wct: how did amazing Grace come to-
gether for you?

JY: Before I went and did Evita, I was go-
ing in for an audition for Rock of Ages. I had 
ripped jeans on and chains on my pants. My 
agent told me that before I go in for the 
audition that these other people want to see 
me for a new project. So they sent me new 
material and I had to sight read and sing it. 
I was so sorry to be dressed like that because 
obviously it was not right for that musical. 
It is a period pice. Sometimes that helps the 
creative team remember you because it is 
the guy with the ripped jeans in their minds. 

I got the lead from the first reading of it.
Since then, I have done four readings and 

have been with it since the beginning. I 
have done tons of readings in workshops for 
new musicals but this is the first time I have 
started with a show from its infancy. We are 
doing a full huge Broadway production here 
in Chicago. It has been very exciting for me.

Wct: tell our readers about the story.
JY: John Newton was bad for everything. 

Everything he touched turned to shit. That 
wasn’t really his nature. He was a really good 
child and was a product of his environment. 
His mother died when he was very young of 
consumption and his father was always away 
at sea. As soon as his mother died his father 
remarried to another woman.

John was left to his own devices. I think 
because of that he went down a really bad 
path. He became the captain of slave ships. 
He was the bottom of the barrel. He called 
himself in the song a wretch. Through a se-
ries of events he found out there was hope 
for him. It is especially through the love of 
Mary Catlett, who is played by Erin Mackey in 
our show. He sees there is a better way and 
he starts the wind blowing for the emancipa-
tion of slavery in Europe and America.

I don’t think our society would be what it 
is today without John Newton. I don’t think 
many Americans know the story of John 
Newton. I think he should be on the syllabus 
for high schools because that is how impor-
tant he is.

Kids may know who Kim Kardashian is dat-
ing but they don’t know John or the people 
who ended slave trade are.

Wct: is this show heavy, like 12 years a 
slave the Musical?

JY: I don’t think it’s that heavy, although 
it is the story of the man who began the 
revolution to end slavery. It is about how 
a person can change. That is what I hope 
people get out of it.

Wct: any gay angle in this musical?
JY: Stanley Bahorek, who plays my close 

friend in the show, did a show with me in 
New York called See Rock City together. We 
played lovers in that show. Now we are play-
ing friends.

Wct: is amazing Grace similar to les Miz 
in some ways?

JY: In the way that Les Miz is a story of re-
demption. Jean Valjean stole a loaf of bread 
for his family and was not really bad. He was 
imprisoned wrongly I would say.

John Newton was a bad guy. You get to see 
how he really redeems himself.

amazing Grace graces our stage at Bank 
of america theatre, 18 W. Monroe oct. 
19-nov. 2. tickets and showtimes can be 
found at www.Broadwayinchicago.com.

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Ryan Czerwonko’s
‘Dead’ reckoning

ryan czerwonko.

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Josh Young:
‘Grace’ under pressure

Josh young.
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FWD event to 
feature Tony 
winner Mueller
 Eight veteran actors, directors, writers, cho-
reographers and producers have created FWD 
(“Festival of Works in Development”) Theatre 
Project, a grassroots initiative for the discov-
ery, development and delivery of original musi-
cal theater to the Chicago community.
 Artistic Director Amber Makalong, along with 
collective artistic associates Justin Brill, Wade 
Elkins, Michael Gillis, Karen Multer, Steve Mul-
ter, Missy Greenburg and Scott Sowinski, have 
announced “LaunchingFWD!,” a one-night-only 
concert event at City Winery Chicago, 1200 W. 
Randolph St., on Monday, Sept. 22, at 8 p.m.
 The LaunchingFWD! concert will introduce 
this new initiative and showcase selections 
from five new musicals in development. Chi-
cago native Jessie Mueller (2014 Tony-winning 
best actress for Beautiful: The Carole King Mu-
sical) will make her first hometown appearance 
since winning the Tony earlier this year.
 She will be joined by her sister, Abby Muel-
ler (currently on Broadway with Kinky Boots) 
and Karen Mason (Broadway: Mama Mia, Sunset 
Boulevard, Outer Critics Circle Award-winner for 
And the World Goes Round), among others.
 Tickets are $20-$100; call 312-733-9463 or 
visit www.CityWinery.com.

Jeff Award nods 
announced
 Veteran Chicago actress Jane Lynch an-
nounced the nominees for the 2013-2014 Eq-
uity Jeff Awards.
 Four world premiere plays and two new ad-
aptations seen first by Chicago audiences were 

among those receiving Jeff nominations by the 
Jeff Awards Committee. There are 179 nomina-
tions in 35 categories for Chicago Equity theat-
rical productions that opened between Aug. 1, 
2013 and July 31, 2014.
 Among the many productions receiving nomi-
nations are Hedda Gabler (Writers Theatre), 
Brigadoon (Goodman Theatre), Next to Normal 
(Drury Lane Productions) and How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying (Porchlight 
Music Theatre).
 Actors, actresses and directors receiving 
nods include Larry Yando (actor, The Dance of 
Death), Mary Beth Fisher (actress, Luna Gale), 

Quentin Earl Darrington (actor, Les Misérables), 
Sharriese Hamilton (actress, Ain’t Misbehavin’) 
and Gary Griffin (director, Road Show), among 
many others.
 Goodman Theatre received the most nonima-
tions, with 23. Drury Lane Productions received 
21 and Chicago Shakespeare Theatre go 14.
 The ceremony will take place Monday, Oct. 
13, at Drury Lane Oakbrook, 100 Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook Terrace.

Raven gets 
$100K gift
 Raven Theatre is the recipient of a $100,000 
gift from a single donor, Executive Director 
Kelli Strickland announced.
 It’s the largest gift the company has received 
for general operations. The donor chooses to 
remain anonymous.
 Raven Theatre has operated continuously 
since its founding in 1983 by Michael Menen-
dian and JoAnn Montemurro. Raven launched 
its 32nd season with a production of Arthur 
Miller’s All My Sons.

Matthew Shepard 
play running 
Oct. 9-12
 Non-profit theatre company Trust Theatre 
Ensemble will premiere its stage adaptation of 
October Mourning: A Song for Matthew Shepard 
at Theatre Wit Oct. 9-12 at 7:30 p.m.
 Written by Lesléa Newman—who was the 
keynote speaker for Gay Awareness Week at the 
University of Wyoming in 1998, the year Mat-
thew Shepard was killed—October Mourning is 
an exploration of this hate crime told in the 
voices of the silent witnesses to the crime, in-
cluding the fence Matt was tied to, the truck in 
which he was kidnapped and a deer that kept 
him company during the night. 
 Copies of October Mourning: A Song for Mat-

thew Shepard will be available for purchase at 
all performances. Following the Oct. 10 per-
formance, there will be a talkback and book-
signing featuring Newman. 
 For more information, email lori@trusthe-
atrensemble.org or visit http://www.trusthe-
atrensemble.org/.

Renée Fleming and 
Mark Strand in 
Chicago Oct. 7

On Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m., soprano Renée 
Fleming and Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mark 
Strand will be at the Poetry Foundation, 61 W. 
Superior St., regarding which is more expres-
sive: music or poetry.

This special event is presented in collabo-
ration with Lyric Unlimited, inspired by Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s upcoming production of Ca-
priccio (performances Oct. 6-28).

Seating is first-come, first-served. In addi-
tion, the foundation will be giving away a lim-
ited number of guaranteed seats for this event. 
Interested persons should find the foundation 
on Twitter @PoetryFound for a chance to win 
beginning Sept. 22. (Look for #LyricPoetryTix.)

‘Tales of a Stage 4
Cancer’ Sept.-Oct.
 Following her show Are You There, Judy? It’s 
Me, Cancer, Judy Fabjance is putting on Tales 
of a Stage 4 Cancer Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
through Oct. 18 at Donny’s Skybox Theater, 
1608 N. Wells St.
 Since “Are You There,” Fabjance got married 
and wrote a new show—and the cancer has re-
turned. This new show, also staring Fabjance’s 
new wife Kelly Beeman, explores Western medi-
cine, marriage and acting, among other things.
 Tickets are $8-$15; visit www.SecondCity.
com, call 312-337-3992 or stop by the box of-
fice.

Brigadoon (above) was among those 
productions receiving Jeff award nods. 
Photo by liz lauren

Theater news
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Reeling Film
Festival 
overview 

One of Chicago’s most valued cultural institu-
tions, reeling: the chicago lGBt interna-
tional film festival, returns from Thursday, 
Sept. 18 to Thursday, Sept. 25. 

This 32nd edition of the festival—the sec-
ond oldest of its kind in the world—offers 
more than 100 feature and short films from 
19 countries. Programming Director Alexandra 
Ensign (ably stepping into the shoes of yours 
truly) has put together a wide ranging slate 
with literally something for everyone. Best, of 
course, for Our People, is that everything being 
screened is queer-themed—a rarity that makes 
Reeling a must-see for film lovers and support-
ive community members alike. The majority 
of the films are having not only their Chicago 
premiere but what will very likely be their sole 
theatrical screenings here.

Reeling’s opening night kicks off Sept. 18 
with Boy Meets Girl, a moving coming-of-age 
romantic trans dramedy that is being screened 
at the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave., at 7:30 p.m. Writer-director Eric Schaef-
fer and trans actress Michelle Hendley, who 
stars, will be in attendance. A pre-screening 
reception will be held at the Music Box at 5:30 
p.m. (separate ticket required) and an opening-
night celebration will follow the screening at 
Ginger Man Tavern, 3740 N. Clark St. (separate 
ticket required for post screening celebration).

The French-Canadian queer auteur Xavier 
Dolan (I Killed My Mother, Heartbeats, Lau-
rence Anyways) is back with the festival’s In-
ternational Centerpiece, the seductive thriller 
tom at the farm. It will screen on Friday, 
Sept. 19, at 7 p.m. at the Landmark Century 
Centre Cinemas, 2828 N. Clark St., the fest’s 
primary location. lilting, a drama starring 
out actor Ben Whishaw (Perfume: The Story of 
A Murderer, Cloud Atlas) is the festival’s gay 
centerpiece. It screens Wed., Sept. 23, at 7 
p.m., followed by the 8:45 p.m. screening of 
drunktown’s finest—a drama set on a Navajo 
reservation—which is the festival’s trans cen-
terpiece.

Well-known out comic actor Alec Mapa (Ugly 
Betty, Desperate Housewives) and director An-
drea James will be on hand for a screening of 
the documentary alec Mapa: Baby daddy on 
Friday, Sept. 19, at 9:30 p.m. that focuses on 
the changes that came about after Mapa and 
his partner adopted a 5-year-old. The festi-
val’s lesbian centerpiece is the sexy romance 
anatomy of a love seen, which screens Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, at 7:15 p.m. Director Marina 
Bader Rice and star Sharon Hinnendael will 
participate in a post-screening Q&A. Black-
bird—the coming-of-age gay drama from 
Noah’s Arc writer-director Patrik-Ian Polk and 
starring Mo’Nique and Isaiah Washington—is 
the festival’s closing-night feature. It screens 
on Friday, Sept. 25 at 7 p.m. Polk and Gary L. 
Gray, a young actor featured in the film, will 
be on hand for the screening and at an after-
party (separate ticket required) to be held at 

the Landmark Century.
Here’s a random sampling of several of the 

festival’s offerings:

thursday, sept. 18
Boy Meets Girl—What gives a fresh spin on 

this Southern-fried coming-of-age tale from 
writer/director Eric Schaeffer is not just that 
the teen in question has already come to terms 
with her sexuality, but that she’s also comfort-
able being transgender. Michelle Hendley, the 
trans actress who plays Ricky, is refreshingly 
down-to-earth. Droll but not self-deprecating, 
confident in herself yet modest to a fault, 
Ricky is seemingly the rare teenager without a 
need for constant melodrama. And yet, plenty 
of that is provided (along with plenty of sexy 
times and comedic confusion) when Ricky sud-
denly strikes up a very close friendship with 
Francesca, the pretty local rich girl. The friend-
ship creates an unexpected crisis in the lives of 
both girls when Ricky’s hunky but sweet best 
friend Robby and Francesca’s even hunkier fian-
cée become jealous of the friendship.

friday, sept. 19
tom at the farm—Out French Canadian au-

teur Xavier Dolan takes the lead in this Hitch-
cock-tinged thriller (down to its look and eerie 
music score). The pouty-lipped Dolan plays 
Tom, a young copywriter from Montreal who 
travels to rural Quebec to attend the funeral 
of his closeted lover. Once there, he becomes 
enmeshed in a series of psychological—and 
very physical—cat-and-mouse games with 
the lover’s hunky older brother, Francis, who 
is determined to keep the knowledge of the 
brother’s gay sexuality from his mother at any 
cost. A pseudo-S&M relationship develops that 
is elevated by the arrival of the young woman 
who Tom and Francis pass off as the dead man’s 
girlfriend. Twisted and elevated by strong per-
formances, Dolan once again offers further 
proof of his extraordinary talent.

saturday, sept. 20
Queers in the kingdom—In this eye-open-

ing documentary from locally based writer-di-
rector Markie Hancock, we learn that Wheaton 
College (Billy Graham’s alma mater) in west 
suburban Chicago is not just one of many con-
servative Christian colleges in the country, 
it’s also the most virulently anti-gay. So what 
effect has that had on its myriad of closeted 
LGBT graduates? Hancock has tracked down a 
host of the college’s alumni who share their 

often heartbreaking stories and how many of 
them in the ensuing years have fought to off-
set the college’s anti-gay attitudes. Hancock 
will attend the screening, which Voice of the 

Nation is sponsoring.
out in the night—Renata, Patrice, Terrain, 

and Venice—four feisty, funny African-Ameri-
can lesbian friends from childhood—were out 
for a night of fun with a few other friends in 
the gay-friendly West Village in Manhattan 
when they were viciously threatened by a man 
on the street. An ensuing altercation escalated 
with the man being injured and the four friends 
arrested. Dubbed by the media as a gang of 
“killer lesbians,” the trial and convictions that 
followed were a mockery of justice, with a clear 
signal that the women’s race and sexuality 
were key to their guilty verdicts. Director Blair 
Doroshwalther’s no-nonsense account of the 
incident and its profound effect on the lives 
of the women and their families (who are all 
great camera subjects) is both frustrating and 
tremendously moving. This is highly recom-
mended.

anatomy of a love seen—Director Marina 
Rice Bader’s sexy romance focuses on two ac-
tresses whose initial filming of a very hot love 
scene led to a short-lived but hot affair. Six 
months later, Zoe and Mal are called back to 
refilm the scene but, with their ardor cooled 
(thanks to a lot of baggage each has brought 
to the romance), will they be able to rekindle 
the necessary emotions required? Marina Rice 
Bader and actress Sharon Hinnendael will at-
tend the screening.

sunday, sept. 21
alex & ali—Local filmmaker Malachi Leop-

old’s moving, bittersweet documentary portrait 
of his Uncle Alex, a former Peace Corps vol-
unteer who met and fell in love with Ali, an 
Iranian, when he was volunteering in the coun-
try in the 1970s. Forced to flee the country in 
1978 as the Islamic Revolution was beginning 
to take hold, Alex and Ali were physically sepa-
rated for 35 years, only able to keep in contact 
through mail and phone calls. 

Leopold follows their reunion in Turkey—an 
event that is organized at great risk to Ali, who 
must decide whether to seek asylum or return 
to the anti-gay Iran and face dire consequenc-
es. Is the love these two men shared 35 years 
ago strong enough to survive these challenges? 
Can the duo overcome their philosophical and 
ideological differences? Leopold tackles the 
huge questions facing his two sweet-natured 
protagonists (both great camera subjects) with 
admirable restraint.

crazy Bitches—Meth Head writer-director 
Jane Clark follows that riveting drama of addic-
tion with this change-of-pace horror/comedy 
about a passel of former sorority chicks and 
their gay bestie tag-a-long who are stalked in 
a backwoods cabin by a serial killer. A back-
handed homage to Sleepaway Camp and the 
Friday the 13th films, Clark’s movie never quite 
congeals (it’s not particularly funny nor partic-
ularly scary) but the amiable cast (which fea-

tures cameos from trans actress Candace Cayne 
and Guinevere Turner) and plenty of lesbian 
sexy times between the killings offer plenty of 
compensations. Clark, Turner and actress Cathy 
DeBuono will be on hand for the screening.

tuesday, sept. 23
cupcakes—Israel’s most famous queer film-

maker Eytan Fox (known here for Yossi & Jag-
ger, Walk on Water and The Bubble) makes 
his first comedy—a delightful, candy-colored 
confection that focuses on a group of friends, 
led by the uber-gay Ofer, who accidentally find 
themselves as finalists in the renowned Eurovi-
sion song contest. 

Waiting in the Wings: the Musical—A zippy 
little guilty pleasure from director Jenn Page, 
this campy (and very sexy) pastiche of musi-
cals finds a young, starry-eyed showtune queen 
(Jeffrey Johns) who travels to Manhattan after 
winning a contest who, through a mix-up, ends 
up as the latest edition to a male strip revue. 
Scrooge & Marley star David Pevsner is fun as 
a bitchy choreographer, and Lee Meriwether, 
Sally Struthers and Oscar winner Shirley Jones 
make memorable cameos. Writer-star Johns and 
musical director/songwriter/actor Arie Gonza-
lez will attends the screening.

Wed., sept. 24
lilting—Out actor Ben Whishaw (Skyfall, 

Cloud Atlas) stars as Richard in this intimate 
and beautifully observed chamber piece from 
director Hong Khaou. When Richard’s Cambo-
dian lover, Kai, is killed in an accident, Rich-
ard is determined to forge a relationship with 
Kai’s formidable, grieving mother—who doesn’t 
speak English, doesn’t know that her son was 
gay (although she might suspect) and isn’t 
quite sure who this polite young gentleman 
even is. The Queer Film Society (QFS) is spon-
soring the screening.

drunktown’s finest—Director Sydney Free-
land’s drama, set in the Southwest, focuses on 
three troubled young Navajos—Nizhoni, who 
was adopted by a white family but now is seek-
ing to know her Indian roots; Sickboy, an angry 
young man with a pregnant wife who is due to 
enter the armed forces if he can stay out of jail 
long enough; and Felixia, a transgender female 
who lives with her medicine-man grandfather 
and traditional grandmother but works as a 
prostitute under their very noses. The fraught 
lives of these three characters, connected by 
their heritage, plays out as their circumstances 
escalate. Executive-produced by Robert Red-
ford, the film was a Sundance hit and won the 
Outfest award for Best U.S. Dramatic Feature 
Film. It’s highly recommended. QFS is sponsor-
ing the screening.
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By Gary M. kraMer

Boy Meets Girl is a sweet, sensitive drama 
about sexual fluidity that has Ricky (Michelle 
Hendley), a transgender teen, grappling with 
her feelings for Francesca (Alexandra Turshen), 
who is engaged to David (Michael Galante). 
Ricky gets some support from her best friend 
Robby (Michael Welch), who also feels slightly 
jealous toward Ricky and her new friend. 

Writer/director Eric Schaeffer distinctly ad-
dresses issues of shame and hate, judgment 
and gender as the characters define and re-
define themselves. When one character talks 
about being “real and not what everyone told 
us,” it speaks volumes.

Schaeffer spoke via Skype with Windy City 
Times about Boy Meets Girl. 

Gary M. kramer: Boy Meets Girl opens with 
a young girl holding up a card that says “i 
haVe secrets.” the film reveals these se-
crets and others over the course of the story. 
Why choose this approach to the narrative? 

Eric Schaeffer: I decided to use that part 
of the storytelling narrative—and it’s a small 
amount of screen time allotted—with this idea 
of a girl showing flashcards to tell a story. I got 
that idea through the Internet when I trying 
to find Michelle, the actress who plays Ricky. 
I stumbled on this video of this young Goth 
teenage girl doing one of those [flash-card] 
videos about being bullied. Something about 
her pierced/tattooed exterior and her innocent 
smile broke my heart. 

I wanted my film to be positive—a roman-
tic comedy, and light-hearted in spirit and not 
filled with hate crime scenes that often make 
their way into LGBT films. I didn’t want Ricky 
to be a monster, but I did want there to be an 
authenticity, and resonance to the other side 
of the story. That had to be there so it wasn’t 
all just upbeat and rainbows. 

It was more about her internal story than 
how the community treats her. That’s why 
I used that device. If I didn’t lay that in 
throughout the movie, it would have come out 
of nowhere. It lends a grounding to the film in 
a different way than if it weren’t there. I think 
it’s done mysteriously enough throughout the 
movie that you don’t know what the [secret] 
was throughout the film. 

GMk: your film links and explores various 
themes of identity, tolerance and judgment. 
Why did you create this story to address 
these points?

ES: That’s a feature of all my work: How do 
we all as humans—regardless of sexual orien-
tation, gender, class, and sexual interest—be-
have. These labels alienate us, and are forced 
upon us in how we declare ourselves; they 
separate and confuse us. What story could ex-
plore it more deeply? Certainly, one about the 
life of a transgender girl touching the lives of 
a genetic straight boy and a genetic straight 
girl. It may be more of a neon light of a story 
that other people can identify with and use 
as a metaphor for shame, judgment, hate, and 
gender. Hopefully, this crosses over and not 
just resonates with members of the LGBT com-
munity. 

GMk: What about labels? there’s a discus-
sion of gay/bi/human/straight in the film. 
What can you say about issues of sexual flu-
idity in the film? 

ES: It was essential to get the point across. 
I wanted them to feel authentic and organic to 
real human experience. I wanted to heighten it 
so people could feel it. In love stories that I 
write, I want there to be sensuality and sexual-
ity, so it was important to get at what does it 
mean to be straight, and other than straight, 
and what does it mean to be a real man or real 

woman? I wanted to turn everything on its ass. 
That’s why I set it in the South rather than 
New York or San Francisco. A lot of the trans-
gender people I met grew up in the South and 
didn’t feel hatred in their community. That was 
surprising, and many people should know that.

GMk: What can you say about the casting 
of the film? Michelle is extremely self-pos-
sessed as ricky. 

ES: I went to the Internet since I wanted 
to cast a transgender girl. [Michelle] looked 
perfect for the part. She was in cosmetology 
school in Missouri when I found her. I knew she 
had a performance bone in her body since she 
had videos and was comfortable in front of the 
camera. I knew she would be great. 

GMk: did you feel pressure to feature nu-
dity in the film, given all the sexual permu-
tations?

ES: I didn’t feel pressure, but I did feel a 
desire and an obligation to make the story as 
impactful as I wanted to make it to have cer-
tain scenes that included a certain amount of 
nudity in order to tell the story in the way I 
wanted to tell the story. 

GMk: i see bits of your personality on dis-
play in each character, but not in any one. 
how was that for you to write, given that you 
star in so many of your films?

ES: I have made a bunch of films and TV 
shows were my persona was the character to 
explore those themes, so I wanted to mix it 
up, like with Never Again, where they were two 
60-year-olds, who are not me, address those 
same issues. Here it’s three sexy 22-year-olds. 

Boy Meets Girl actually goes in the body of 
my work very nicely—the only difference being 
is that my personality/character is not physi-
cally present. This story and these characters 
are so close to my heart. It was very easy to 
write and very close to my human experience. 
I’m more moved by this film than my others. It 
resonates more for me than when I’m reenact-
ing events that are true to my life. Boy Meets 
Girl is not about me wanting to change my gen-
der, but it’s the metaphor of wanting to feel 
accepted and loved for who I am. 

read the entire interview online at www.
WindycityMediaGroup.com.

Boy Meets Girl is the opening-night movie 
of reeling, the second longest-running lGBt 
film festival in the world, which will take 
place sept. 18-25 in chicago. Visit www.
reelingfilmfestival.org.

 

scene from Boy Meets Girl. Photo courtesy 
of reeling

REELING FILM FESTIVAL

Director talks dynamics
of trans-focused film
‘Boy Meets Girl’

thursday, sept. 25
appropriate Behavior—Desiree Akhavan 

wrote, directs and stars in this slice-of-life 
Manhattan set dramedy as Shirin, an Iranian 
bisexual whose life finds her bouncing from 
lover to lover and job to job (with the most 
rewarding, surprisingly, a gig as a teacher of 
5-year-old budding filmmakers) while try-
ing to focus on something. A Sundance hit, 
the film is a kindred spirit to Frances Ha and 
Lena Dunham’s HBO Girls series. However, al-
though Shirin’s crankiness becomes wearing 
at times, her often-funny observations and 
bold sexuality more than compensate.

Gerontophilia—Provocative queer film-
maker Bruce LaBruce (Hustler White, LA Zom-
bie) returns with this outrageous black com-
edy—a gay variation on Harold & Maude in 
which a young white man inexplicably leaves 
behind his girlfriend for a love affair with an 
elderly senior citizen he helps escape from 
the nursing home where he works as an at-
tendant. It’s audacious, in typical LaBruce 
style, but it’s also the writer-director’s most 
mainstream work.

Blackbird—Mo’Nique makes her first film 
appearance since winning the Oscar for Pre-
cious with this coming-of-age drama from 
out director Patrik-Ian Polk. Young Randy 
(Julian Walker), a devout Christian with a 
gorgeous voice, is having a crisis of faith 
over his desire for his muscular classmate—
evidenced by nocturnal emissions. Mo’Nique 
plays his anguished mother, whose life re-
volves around trying to find out what hap-
pened to Randy’s younger sister, who disap-
peared years before. 

The mother’s obsession has all but de-
stroyed her marriage to her easygoing hus-
band (Isaiah Washington), who neverthe-
less tries to keep a relationship going with 

the angry Randy. Many more plot compli-
cations—a budding gay romance, teenage 
pregnancy, etc.—are melded into the plot of 
this uneven drama that is elevated by the 
performances of Mo’Nique (who doesn’t have 
nearly enough screen time) and Washington. 
Polk and actor Gary L. Gray will attend the 
screening, which BMO Harris Bank is spon-
soring.

As noted, the fest has dozens more fea-
tures (narratives and documentaries) in their 
lineup (as well as several shorts programs, 
collected by theme). A few other anticipated 
highlights:

Gay—There are david dance (a bitter-
sweet drama chronicling the relationship 
between a gay brother and his sister), club 
king (a documentary about New York gay 
party thrower Mario Diaz that features ap-
pearances by Jackie Beat and trans activist/
performer Justin Vivian Bond) and eat with 
Me (in which an Asian mother unexpectedly 
shows up on the doorstep of her son, who 
is struggling to get his restaurant off the 
ground and whose mother doesn’t know he’s 
gay). George Takei cameos in the last.

lesbian—There are Bff’s (a comedy in 
which two straight women are forced by cir-
cumstance to pose as a lesbian couple), the 
foxy Merkins (a gay hustler parody focused 
on two outrageous lesbians from the film-
maker of Co-Dependent Lesbian Space Alien 
Seeks Same) and ever (a despondent straight 
woman befriends a compassionate lesbian 
but the relationship is tested when the les-
bian wants more in this gentle relationship 
drama). 

complete festival information, tickets 
and advance tickets are available through 
773-293-1447 or at www.reelingfilmfesti-
val.org. 
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By Joan liPkin
 
Imagine growing up gay in a household where 
your world-renowned father Sigmund Freud 
calls lesbianism a gateway to mental illness. 
And it is always, he said, caused by the fa-
ther and curable by analysis. Then, having 
warned his colleagues that analysis is an erotic 
echo chamber, he analyzes you. 

That’s the premise of hysterical: anna 
freud’s story (She Writes Press, 2014), sci-
ence journalist Rebecca Coffey’s fact-based, 
fictional autobiography of Sigmund Freud’s 
smartest daughter. And according to Coffey, 
homosexuality and in-family analysis are real-
life skeletons that the Freud dynasty has kept 
in a leaky closet for at least 75 years. It is 
relevant today because of the legacy Sigmund 
left and because of the parallels that can be 
drawn between his analysis of Anna and mod-
ern reparative therapy.

Pulling back the curtain on Freud family se-
crets like that analysis was nerve-wracking for 
Coffey, a straight, married science journalist 
from Putney, Vermont, who is a card-carrying 
member of PFLAG (though as it turns out no 
card is actually carried), and who contributes 
to closely fact-checked magazines like Scien-
tific American and Discover. As she explained 
it, although she spent nine years researching 
and writing Hysterical, fact-checking the most 
inflammatory aspects of Anna Freud’s life story 
was impossible.”

“If fact-checking everything about Anna had 
been possible, I’d have written non-fiction 
biography, because I am fascinated by her 
analysis and by her predicament as Sigmund’s 
daughter,” Coffey said. “But the Sigmund Freud 
Archives holds the copyright on Anna’s papers, 
and they release only those that are flattering 
to psychoanalysis and its heroes and heroines. 

“The fact that Sigmund drew his own daugh-
ter into a dangerously erotic analysis hardly 
reflects well on him as a father. And the fact 
that his attempt to therapeutically convert her 
to heterosexuality was an abject failure speaks 
poorly about his abilities both as a theorist 
and analyst. It’s not surprising, then, that the 
archives has constructed a firewall of sorts be-
hind which they seal many of Anna’s personal 
papers and all of her correspondence with Dor-
othy Burlingham, the woman who was her life 
partner.”

With her thirst for verifiable details blocked 
by that firewall, in writing Hysterical Coffey 
was left to set out facts discovered by scholars 
and then to fancifully connect the dots. “Imag-
ination is how a novelist creates whole charac-
ters and plots out of tracings in the historical 
dust. But it’s definitely not the way a science 
journalist works,” she said. 

She added, “Giving myself permission to write 
dialogue and scenes that I hadn’t actually wit-
nessed and recorded, and to carry implications 
to their logical and occasionally outrageous 
conclusions, was as difficult as dragging a dog 
who’d been trained to stay in the kitchen into 
a white-carpeted living room. I’m the dog in 
that analogy. We dogs put up amazing resis-
tance. With a well-trained real dog you have to 
pick it up and carry it where it’s not supposed 
to go.”

 The result of all of this tugging and tussle 
is a novel that Booklist has called “avidly re-
searched, shrewd, and unnerving” as well as 
“complexly entertaining, sexually dramatic, 
and acidly funny” and that O, the Oprah Maga-

zine praised for its use of humor to humanize 
the story and to “delicately delineate the ten-
sion between Anna’s devotion to her father and 
her enduring attachment to Dorothy Burling-
ham, heir to the Tiffany fortune.” Lambda Lit-
erary said Hysterical has “got a plot so rife with 
tension it’ll make you squirm.” 

Hysterical dramatizes Anna’s entire lifetime, 
including her more than five decades of happy 
monogamy with Dorothy, who was also the bio-
logical mother of the four children the couple 
raised. Both women were child psychoanalysts, 
though Dorothy never achieved the fame that 
Anna did. They were also humanitarians, estab-
lishing a war nursery in a London suburb dur-
ing the London Blitz and caring for about 100 
infants, children and teenagers made homeless 
by the bombing. After the war, the nursery 
took in child survivors of Treblinka, a Nazi ex-
termination camp in Poland.

 Hysterical begins, however, with Anna’s 
childhood, a time when Sigmund was formu-
lating some of his phallocentric theories of 
human sexuality. And most significantly, Hys-
terical describes Sigmund’s analysis of Anna, 
which began when she was 23 and included 
painfully detailed parsings of her masturbation 
fantasies; they were of a child being beaten by 
an enraged father figure over an inadvertent 
mistake.

 “Anna and Sigmund both wrote papers about 
those fantasies,” Coffey explained, “which is 
how we know that the two of them discussed 
them in her analysis. And partly from Anna’s 
adult correspondence we know that she came 
to realize that she was the child in the fanta-
sies. I hope for her sake that she also realized 
that the angry man was probably her father, 
beating her figuratively for the inadvertent 
and irremediable ‘mistake’ of her homosexual-
ity and for defying the expectations that his 
misconceptions about women had set in place 
for her.”

 No doubt for Anna, one of the most signifi-

cant of those misconceptions was Sigmund’s 
idea about hysterical women. During his early 
career, an epidemic of hysteria was sweeping 
Europe. “It caused huge numbers of middle-
class and upper-class women to faint, twitch, 
become paralyzed, and talk in tongues,” said 
Coffey. “And back then, both lesbianism and 
masturbation were considered symptoms of 
hysteria. 

“Sigmund actually let a rhinologist friend 
convince him that the seat of sexual desire 
in women is the nose. Then he asked that 
friend to operate on the nose of one of his 
masturbating patients. She was an attractive 
young woman of marriageable age. The surgery 
was a disaster, and her face was ruined. Of 
course, paradoxically, this consigned her to a 
life of lonely masturbation.” 

Coffey’s own speech was littered with para-
doxes and sardonicism, and partly because 
she has given Anna a dry wit to match her 
own, Hysterical is often, well, hysterical. And 
it doesn’t hurt that, as portrayed in the novel, 
the Freud family ethic includes an appreciation 
for lowbrow humor. Great jokes are sprinkled 
throughout Hysterical. Remembering them on 
the spot is one of the ways Coffey’s Anna deals 
with crisis.

 Coffey said she felt free to imagine Anna 
that way because Anna inherited her intel-

lect from her father. (Anna’s mother has been 
portrayed by biographers as entirely uninter-
ested either in lively conversation or deep 
thought.) 

It seemed logical to Coffey that Anna may 
have inherited Sigmund’s sense of humor, too. 
“Apparently he was capable of cracking good 
jokes,” Coffey offered with a twinkle in her own 
eye. “For example, and this is real about the 
family: Sigmund’s wife Martha was exhausted 
after giving birth to Anna, her sixth child in 
eight years, and she left the family shortly af-
ter that birth. She stayed away for a long while, 
and her sister Minna moved in to mother the 
children. When Martha returned, Minna stayed. 
At some point Sigmund and Minna became lov-
ers. Which means that Minna and Martha were 
sister-wives for the rest of their lives.

“Well, we know that Sigmund collected 
jokes. His Wit and Its Relation to the Uncon-
scious works as ethnography, as theory and as 
a gag book. But as far as I know the following 
joke is original with Sigmund: ‘A wife is like 
an umbrella. Sooner or later, you take a cab.’ 
Pretty subtle and apt, if you ask me.”

Hysterical is borne of Coffey’s curiosity about 
Sigmund and Anna, and of her emotional re-
sponse to the story of a girl confined within 
her father’s theoretical prison. What happened 
to Anna’s sexuality and sense of self during 
Sigmund’s analysis of her? What happened to 
her sibling relationships and her relationship 
with her mother, given that she was the only 
family member with whom Sigmund ever ex-
pressed an inclination to transgress? How did 
Anna ever dare to love another woman? And 
considering that Anna and Dorothy were a 
couple for 54 years, why did they never “come 
out?” Coffey wanted to know and—after nine 
years of research, writing and deep imaginative 
speculation—Hysterical is her answer.

 on thursday, sept. 25, at 7:30 p.m. cof-
fey will read from hysterical: anna freud’s 
story, and talk about the fact and fiction 
of anna’s life at Women and children first, 
5233 n. clark st.

Joan lipkin is the artistic director of that 
uppity theatre company. a playwright, di-
rector and social critic who divides her time 
between st louis and new york city, she 
also produces the Briefs festival of short 
lGBtQ Plays and most recently appeared in 
her play, “ready” at the nuoyrican cafe and 
the Wild Project in nyc as part of the fresh 
fruit festival.

BOOK REVIEW

Daddy’s girl?:
Author takes on Freud
in fictional autobiography
of his daughter 

rebecca coffey. Photo from coffey

Mavis Staples to 
receive Sandburg 
Award Oct. 22

Grammy Award-winning singer and civil-
rights activist Mavis Staples will receive the 
inaugural Carl Sandburg Award in the Arts 
from the Chicago Public Library and Chicago 
Public Library Foundation at the upcoming 
14th annual Carl Sandburg Literary Awards 
Dinner on Wed., Oct. 22, at The Forum, 725 
W. Roosevelt Rd.

Two Carl Sandburg Literary Awards for ca-
reer achievement in literature will be pre-
sented to Doris Kearns Goodwin (author of 
best-selling biographies of Abraham Lincoln, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson and the 
Kennedy family) and Larry McMurtry (Terms 
of Endearment, Lonesome Dove, Brokeback 
Mountain screenplay). The 21st Century 
Award, encouraging new talent, will be given 
to Chicago author Veronica Roth (Divergent 
series).

Guests will have the opportunity to share a 
table with a featured writer or artist who has 
contributed to enriching the Chicago com-
munity, including Sara Paretsky, Scott Turow, 
Julia Sweeney and others.

Reservations are strictly limited. For infor-
mation or to purchase tickets, tables or spon-
sorships, visit cplfoundation.org, or contact 
Louis Schermerhorn at 312-201-9830, ext. 
25, or email lschermer@cplfoundation.org.

‘By Women for 
Women’ Oct. 25 at 
Joffrey Tower

With the Women’s Action Committee of 
Center on Halsted hosting, “By Women For 
Women: Art-Performance-Engagement” will 
present the Community Leader Awards to Kat 
Fitzgerald, and Vera Washington & Patricia S. 
McCombs.

The event will take place Saturday, Oct. 25, 
at Joffrey Tower, 10 E. Randolph St., at 6:30 
p.m.

Washington and McCombs, both of whom 
have been inducted into the Chicago Gay & 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, are known for their his-
tory of bringing women together for social 
events in a safe and affirming space. Fitzger-
ald is known and recognized for her presence 
at Chicago events and offering her photog-
raphy services to many LGBTQ organizations 
and businesses, including Windy City Times.

Passes are $70-$105 each; the ticket in-
cludes admission, raffle ticket, cocktails, and 
hors d’oeuvres. Visit https://community.cen-
teronhalsted.org/bywomenforwomen?erid=
1290833&trid=c999e462-baf1-40e3-9b71-
deac5808068c.
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BOOK REVIEW

Out in the Union
by Miriam Frank
$54.50; Temple University 
Press; 240 pages
By Joe franco
 
Some might remember the classic 1997 Simp-
sons episode “Homer’s Phobia” that was dedi-
cated to the steelworkers of the United States. 
The show ended with a steel plant closing, the 
men removing their shirts and the steel mill 
transforming into a gay club the C+C Music 
Factory Song, “Gonna Make You Sweat” playing 
while the men proudly declared, “We work hard, 
but we play harder.” 

Miriam Frank, in her new book, Out in the 
Union: A Labor History of Queer America, might 
take umbrage with the steel-mill disco of the 
1990s. Her book tells the constant and unbro-
ken story of LGBT U.S. labor from the 1960s 
through today, and how labor and the struggle 
for queer equality have been at odds, paral-
leled and even intersected one another for the 
last fifty years. 

Out in the Union begins with the very per-
sonal stories of those who came out at work, 
in many cases in workplaces not traditionally 
associated with LGBT alliance, like an assembly 
line and moves through the course of labor his-
tory illustrating not only how individuals had 
to cope but also what union leadership and 
unions themselves had to contend with in the 
emerging queer political sphere from Stonewall 
to the present day. 

Many young people who work in offices or 
environments where they have a personal 
space might take for granted the privilege of 
placing a photo of their boyfriend, girlfriend, 
partner or spouse on their desk. Yet as recently 
as the 1970s and 1980s, this was not happen-
ing. Many employees were not out at work, 
despite the Stonewall Riots. Queer employees 
could not bring their partners to work social 
events and often had to hide for fear of retali-
ation. Frank tells the story of public employ-
ees’ unions taking an initiative on queer rights 
with beginning to seek the decriminalization 
of homosexuality and the intimate practices of 
homosexuals. Let that sink in for just a mo-
ment. In the 1970s, people could be arrested 
for even showing affection for their boyfriends 
or girlfriends—privately. It was illegal. Labor 
saw this as unacceptable, particularly given its 
membership. 

Frank’s book is not a “beach read.” There 
are no folks at the East Bank Club pool leaf-
ing through her book between dips. This is a 
serious academic effort at cataloguing the in-

tersection of the labor and LGBT rights’ move-
ments on a national scale. 

Also, the book, although easy to read, is 
not going to cause belly laughs. Frank seri-
ously deals with a serious subject and despite 
her personal sense of humor, the book is not 
a treatise on humor. Furthermore, Out in the 
Union is, I believe, intended for academia. This 
is a book that will be taught in universities, 
and used to generate further articles and in-
terest. I would recommend this to only those 
with a very sober interest in LGBT history or 
labor history. 

In the book, Frank writes, “Unions cannot 
control individual members’ personal reactions 
to sexual diversity in the workplace. However, 
they can make queer identities part of the civil 
rights agendas, and they can educate their 
memberships about contractual safeguards 
for sexual minorities.” This perhaps is one of 
Frank’s greatest points. But that point some-
times seemed to get lost in the politics of sex 
and the clear concentration on lesbians in the 
workforce rather than gay men in the work-
force. 

This could very well be a subconscious deci-
sion on Frank’s part—as she is an out lesbian 
herself and has written previously on the sub-
ject of women in the workplace. However, as a 
gay man reading this book, I found it in some 
cases difficult to relate to some portions of the 
book. Frank did make up for these issues with 
a comprehensive exploration of what she calls 
“queer work”—occupations associated with 
gays and lesbians, such as ballet dancers, flo-
rists, antique dealers, retail and the like. 

Despite Frank’s best efforts, she readily ad-
mits that the book is only “a” history and not 
“the” history as there are still many stories to 
be told. So those who expect to read a compre-
hensive history of the labor and LGBT move-
ments may be disappointed. The book catego-
rizes stories in cities such as New York, Detroit, 
San Francisco, Seattle and Portland that have 
both a strong labor and strong LGBT presence. 
But there are other stories from Chicago, Min-
neapolis, Los Angeles and dozens of other cit-
ies that remain untold and undocumented—
which Frank admits. 

Yet, I do not believe that this, in any way, 
weakens the premise of her undertaking. Cer-
tainly, there are specifics that Frank deals with, 
such as Harvey Milk or the Coors’ Boycott; how-
ever, aside from these is a foundation that is 
common to the labor and LGBT causes, and her 
book lays that foundation well. Labor’s primary 
interests are economic and the LGBT movement 
seeks equality. These do not always overlap but 
when they do, amazing things can happen and 
Frank illustrates with examples from all over 
the country to make sure her reader are aware 
of this. 

Frank ends by noting the significance of la-
bor’s role in introducing marriage equality into 
the lexicon of U.S. politics, particularly in New 
York, a labor state. Marriage is the ultimate in-
tersection of economy and equality; it is here 
that labor and the LGBT movement found a 
common ground that has now swept the nation 
like a wildfire. Frank reminds us that it began 
with the simple act of wanting to put up a pic-
ture of your partner. 

LGBT book-
discussion group 
forms in Evanston
 Former Evanston Arts Commissioner Greg 
Salustro leads a monthly discussion of books 
and plays by or about members of the GLBT 
community. The inaugural title is Oscar Wilde’s 
classic farce, The Importance of Being Earnest.
 The program is Tuesday, Oct. 14, 7 p.m., in 
the small reading room at the Main Library, 
1703 Orrington Ave., Evanston.
 Copies are available at the Ra desk on the 
second floor; to register or reserve a copy, call 
847-448-8620 or register online.
 The program is the first Tuesday of each 
month. Future meetings involve Rita Mae 
Brown’s Rubyfruit Jungle Nov. 11; James Bald-
win’s Giovanni’s Room Jan. 13; Virginia Woolf’s 
Orlando Feb. 1; Christopher Isherwood’s A 
Single Man March 10; and Audre Lorde’s Sister 
Outsider April 14. 

Local authors read 
in ‘Disability 
Experience’
 Bodies of Work and Access Living will pres-
ent “Writing the Disability Experience” Friday, 
Sept. 26, 6-8 p.m. at Access Living, 115 W. Chi-
cago Ave.
 Riva Lehrer will be sharing excerpts from her 
memoir-in-progress, Golem Girl Gets Lucky. 
Lehrer is best known as a portrait artist, cura-
tor and educator. Her work focuses on issues 
of physical identity and the socially challenged 
body.
 Also, Sarah Michael Hollenbeck (a new co-
owner of Women & Children First Bookstore) 
will be reading from her essay “A Goldmine,” 
which compares and contrasts her experience 
of disability with that of local playwright/edu-
cator Todd Bauer. 
 Call 312-640-2100 for more info.

THEY’RE   BACK

Hell in a Handbag Productions
presents

www.handbagproductions.org
Tickets: 1-800-838-3006 

"One of the funniest camp parodies in off-Loop history"-Chicago Tribune
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Serving Chicagoland’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Jews,
their families and loved ones for nearly 40 years.

Membership is open to everyone.

High Holidays begin Sept. 24…and
we’re giving them a sweet twist!

Our High Holiday services will this year
be free of charge. We invite everyone who

wishes to join us in a deeply meaningful
spiritual journey from Rosh Hashanah

to Yom Kippur.

Services will be held at Jewish Reconstructionist
Congregation, 303 Dodge Ave., Evanston.

Complimentary transportation will be provided from
our Edgewater location. For information, visit

orchadash.org or call (773) 271-2148.

Congregation Or Chadash
5959 N. Sheridan Rd., Chicago, IL, 60660

www.OrChadash.org

@windycitytimes1

http://www.handbagproductions.org
http://www.orchadash.org
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By andreW daVis

Patrons have been warned: They should “bee” 
careful at ceres’ table (3124  N. Broadway; 
http://www.cerestable.com/) if they’re go-
ing there for brunch—at least until the cold 
weather settles in Chicago.
 A passel of the stinging insects seemed to 
hover around diners inside and outside the res-
taurant, thanks to the many flowers decorating 
the restaurant’s sidewalk cafe. A couple people 
came in from outside, and my dining compan-
ion and I had to duck and leave our seats once 
when one flying visitor would not leave.
 However, one couldn’t have blamed the bugs 
for wanting to come inside and partake of the 

food. Ceres’ Table may have changed locations 
(to Lake View from farther north), but its qual-
ity of cuisine is, overall, still impressive.
 Things started off for my friend and me with, 
respectively, a tasty Bloody Mary and a mi-
mosa. As for the food, I went with the lonza 
cotta (basically a pork chop topped with grilled 
radicchio, pancetta and a sunny-side-up egg). 
The presentation was stunning, and the items 
on the dish worked together very well, even if 
it seemed slightly salty. As for my friend, she 
ordered the benedict with butter-poached lob-
ster, prosciutto cotto, hollandaise and parsley. 
I’m normally leery of lobster on Sundays, but 
this concoction tasted pretty good, I must say 
(or write).
 Lastly, in order to try something sweet, we 
went with the Italian toast (fitting for this Si-
cilian-themed eatery). The concoction sounded 
dreamy— brioche, slow-roasted pineapple, 
mascarpone and cinnamon—but literally came 

off cold, putting a damper on the visit. Howev-
er, I do plan on returning to try the chocolate 
crepe. 
 Also, if you can, sit in one of the couches 
that dot the front of Ceres’ Table. They’re quite 
comfortable, and a bit chic.

 Special kudos should go to our server, Karl, 
who went above and beyond the call of duty by 
getting rid of our insect visitor.

HOUSES FOR SALE
rehaBBer’s dreaM/Great neiGhBorhood! Look-
ing for a fixer-upper in the one of the best neigh-
borhoods in Chicago? Home is solid, 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, with full attic, dry basement,with great schools, 
park, exercise path. With your ideas and some sweat 
equity, this home makes a great investment. Lots of 
opportunity for easy expansion! $350,000. More info, 
please email fergie43058@comcast.net. thanks! 
(9/24/14-2)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE 
BEDROOM

renoVated 3 Br/2 Bth aPartMent 855 W. Margate 
Terrace. Gorgeous 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 bath reno-
vated apartment in attractive 3 unit building. Apart-
ment features two sunrooms, large living room, dining 
room, new appliances, and A/C. $1900 includes heat & 
water. chad Johnson, 312-720-3136 or cjohnson@
hallmark-johnson.com (10/1/14-4)

COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE
2,000-3,000 sQ ft in edGeWater on Busy Bryn 
MaWr, walking distance to L, Outer Drive express 
bus, beach, park. Ideal for retail/office. High visibil-
ity, heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic in densely 
populated neighborhood with community feel. Family 
owned building. (773) 443-4945  (10/8/14-4)

REAL ESTATE

aNtIQUES

CLEaNING SErVICES
chestnut cleaninG serVices: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

COMPUtEr SErVICES
call or text Gene naden at 708-646-5535. Home, 
office or corporate software/hardware/data/network 
services. Website administration and development, 
network troubleshooting, custom reports (Excel, 
Word, Access, VBA), telephones, Asterisk, SQL Server. 
(9/17/14-2)

ENtErtaINMENt
BaGPiPer(s) for hire! Need a bagpiper? Or two? 
Experienced pipers available for your next outing. 
Weddings, festivities, funerals or other events. Email 
now for availablity and rates! piperalice@comcast.
net britishhistoryfreak@yahoo.com (10/1/14-4)

hELP WaNtED
***driVers Wanted asaP***on-the-sPot inter-
VieWs*** MV Transportation, Inc. is hosting a JOB 
FAIR and is conducting on the spot interviews for driv-
ers. If you like having the freedom behind the wheel 
and enjoy helping others this is the job for you!! We 
want to hire 20 drivers this week - do not delay, we are 
hiring motivated people immediately. Our bus drivers 
service the City of Chicago and surrounding communi-

ties. We pay $12.50/hour for weekdays and $13.00/
hour weekends. There is DAILY TAKE HOME PAY TOO!!! 
All passenger fares that you collect you keep - you 
take the money home with you each night. We of-
fer medical, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, 
paid sick time, paid vacation time and provide YEAR 
‘ROUND WORK!! This job starts immediately. A class “C” 
CDL with passenger endorsement is requried for this 
job but we provide the training for you to obtain a CDL 
if you do not already have one. Must be 21+. Apply in 
person at: MV Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. Gross Point 
Road Niles, IL 60714 773-467-2455 apply on-line at: 
www.chicagobusdriverjobs.com We are easily acces-
sible by the PACE 290 bus and the CTA 85A bus. We 
want to put YOU to work!! Come in and apply today!! 
MV transportation, inc. provides equal employment 
and affirmative action opportunities to minorities, 
females, veterans, and disabled individuals, as well 
as other protected groups. (10/8/14-4)

hOME IMPrOVEMENt
Make your hoMe look faBulous!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy oncall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

Gay oWned and oPerated for oVer 35 years - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
hoM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

LEGaL SErVICES

PathWays iMMiGration laW llP. Amy Stern & Bren-
da Treml, Attorneys & Co-founders. Amy and Brenda 
are former officers for USCIS (formerly INS) with over 
20 years combined experience in immigration law.  
Their mission is to be the strongest advocates to gain 
the best possible results for your immigration case.  
They are also committed to relieving the stress sur-
rounding the immigration process by communicat-
ing openly, honestly, respectfully, and compassion-
ately. www.pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / info@
pathwaysimmigrationlaw.com / (312)-626-1880 
(11/26/14-13)

MaSSaGE
first-class asian Male Masseur. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

SPIrItUaLItY

WEDDING SErVICES

WEDDING SErVICES

WINDOW trEatMENtS
WonderinG What to do With those WindoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (12/10/14-13)

Gay oWned and oPerated for oVer 35 years - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - hoM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

3919 N. Monticello
Church services Sun. 9:00am
School serves Pre K-3 to 8th
Grade with Extended Care

Park View
Lutheran

Church and
School

ParkViewLutheran.org
773-267-0072

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

WeeKly dininG Guide in 
theDISH

the lonza cotta (left) and interior of ceres’ table. Photos by andrew davis

CHICAGOLAND’S MASSIVE

Saturday, Sept. 20th
9am - 4pm / $9

DuPage County Fairgrounds
Wheaton, IL

(County Farm & Manchester)

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

CIVIL-WAR
SHOW & SALE
& MILITARY

EXTRAVAGANZA

1000’s of Civil War Treasures
PLUS Revolutionary War,
Spanish-American War,

Mountain Men, Bowie Knife,
Fur Traders, and WWI & WWII

Ceres’ table;
soho house
Chicago eateries

turn to page 42
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Exhibition organized by 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London

Sound experience by

Presented by

Thompson Chicago,  
MCA Chicago’s Exclusive  
Hotel Partner

David Bowie, 1973. Photo: Masayoshi Sukita. © Sukita/The David Bowie Archive

DAVID 
BOWIE 
IS 
NOW

mcachicago.org/bowie 
Tickets on sale now

http://www.mcachicago.org/bowie


Wed., Sept. 17
trans youth resources and advocacy 

youth drop-in center Every Wednesday, 
safe, confidential place for transgender 
people between the ages of 14 to 24. Meet 
other youth who also identify as transgen-
der, or are questioning their gender iden-
tity. Free food, snacks and refreshments, 
music, peer support, adult supervision, re-
ferrals and education.   5:00pm - 7:00pm   
Broadway Youth Center,  615 W Wellington 
Ave.,  http://www.genderadvocates.org/
Tyra/TYRADropIn.html

national aids & aging awareness day 
For National HIV, AIDS & Aging Day, the 
HIV services team of Center On Halsted 
will be providing free rapid walk-in HIV 
testing, linkage to care and other support 
services for Seniors and their loved ones. 
Learn more about HIV, AIDS, and how it 
impacts our aging population. 2nd Floor 
Lobby   10:00am - 1:00am   Center on 
Halsted,  3656 N Halsted St.,  http://www.
centeronhalsted.org

Mary Gauthier Acclaimed singer-songwriter 
touring in support of her latest release 
Trouble & Love Sam Baker will also be 
performing.   8:00pm   City Winery Chi-
cago  1200 W Randolph St.,  http://www.
citywinery.com

PflaG chicago Monthly Meeting Parents, 
Family members, Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) has support groups and 
educational speakers. We engage in ad-
vocacy activities. All are welcome, you 
always have a home with PFLAG. Monthly 
on the third Wednesday. Call 1 (630) 415-
0622 or E-mail the Metro Chicago South 
Chapter: pflagmetrochicagosouthside@
pflagillinois.org or contac Keith McCoy at 
kmccoy@windycityblackpride.org or Peter 
Ji at pjiman1@hotmail.com.   11:00pm 
- 1:00pm   Affinity Community Services  
5650 S. Woodlawn Ave Garden Level Chi-
cago  http://pflagillinois.org

Thursday, Sept. 18 
Billie Jean king keynote speaker chicago 

foundation for Women 29th annual lun-
cheon Billie Jean King, one of the most 
famous athletes and social icons in Ameri-
can history, has long been a champion for 

social change and equality, creating new 
inroads for men and women in sports and 
beyond during her legendary tennis career 
and she continues to make her mark today. 
A networking reception will take place 11 
a.m. - 12 pm: p.m. Luncheon and keynote 
address 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  11:00am - 
1:30pm   Hyatt Regency Chicago  151 E 
Wacker Dr Chicago  http://www.cfw.org/
luncheon

storycorps chicago outloud launch The 
largest oral history project in the US is 
launching a new initiative dedicated 
to recording and preserving the stories 
of LGBTQ communities. La Tony will be 
the emcee for an evening of stories and 
performances featuring Youth Empower-
ment through Performance Project, Saya 
Naomi, and DJ Complimentary drinks and 
light appetizers will be served. RSVP on-
line.  6:30pm - 9:30pm   Marwen, 833 N. 
Orleans St., Chicago  Tickets: Chicago@
storycorps.net

reeling opening night Chicago’s LGBT film 
festival, through Sept. 25. Longest-run-
ning LGBT film festival in the world, show-
casing the best LGBT films and videos from 
around the globe. From international fea-
ture films to social issue documentaries to 
experimental shorts, 75-100 independent 
films and videos over eight days.   7:00pm   
Various locations  http://reelingfilmfesti-
val.org/?page_id=27

newtown Writers Chicagoland’s premiere 
GLBT (homophile) writing workshop 
meets. More info: Barry, barryfrauman@
gmail.com   7:30pm   Contact an organizer 
for location  773-528-3637

Friday, Sept. 19
Beatriz Badikian-Gartler, author unveil-

ing the Mind Featuring special guests 
Mike Puican, Yvonne Zipter, and Natalia 
Taylor. Refreshments will be served In her 
new collection, poet Badikian-Gartler ex-
plores memory and the lives of artists and 
women--on both a personal and a univer-
sal scale.   7:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Bible Bingo & late nite catechism Bible 

Bingo is a comedy about the Catholic cul-
ture of fundraising and bingo, featuring 
the character, Mrs. Mary Margaret O’Brien, 
a former nun who now heads a fictitious 
archdiocese fundraising department. 
Now in its 21st year in Chicago.  8:00pm   
Royal George Theatre  1641 N Halsted 
St Chicago  312-988-9000  http://www.
latenitecatechism.info.  Tickets: http:// 

or chadash shabbat service with the Chi-
cagoland synagogue serving LGBT Jews, 
their families, friends and loved ones. 
Membership is open to everyone.  8:00pm   
Congregation Or Chadash at Emanuel Con-
gregation  5959 N Sheridan Rd., Chicago  
http://OrChadash.org

cosmix fridays: david Bowie is Cosmix 
Fridays celebrates the debut of David 
Bowie Is, opening Sept. 23 at MCA. Win 
free admission to the exhibit. Prize draw-
ing at 11. Special Bowie music and video 
artist feature set 10 pm - 1 am. DJ Greg 
Haus and special guest Heaven Malone.  
10:00pm - 4:00am   Berlin Nightclub  954 
W Belmont Ave Chicago  http://www.ber-
linchicago.com

Saturday, Sept. 20
food network in concert at ravinia Food 

Network Magazine will create the first-
ever Food Network in Concert event at 
Ravinia, a jam-packed day of live music 
(with headliner John Mayer and others) 
and spectacular food featuring some of 
today’s best music and culinary talent. 
Cost: Payment required - Tickets range 
from $99 to $299 and can be purchased at 
http://www.foodnetworkinconcert.com/
get-tickets   11:00am - 10:00pm   Ravinia 
Festival  418 Sheridian Road Highland 
Park, IL 60035  http://www.foodnetwork-
inconcert.com/  Tickets: http://www.
foodnetworkinconcert.com/get-tickets

depression and Bipolar support alliance, 
chicago-area GlBt chapter Specifically 
founded to meet the needs of the Chica-
go-area GLBT community with mood dis-
orders or other significant psychological 
conditions, as well as their friends, part-
ners, and family members. Free. No RSVP 
needed.  11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

andersonville city Made fest All-local 
street festival highlights Chicago-made 
beer, music and products. $5 suggested 
gate donation.  12:00pm   5000 – 5100 
N Clark Street (from Argyle to Carmen), 
Chicago  http://www.andersonville.org. 
Through Sept. 21

fitness training Chicago Gay Hockey As-
sociation off-ice workout training classes 
every Saturday each week. Free to mem-

bers. $5 for non-members  1:00pm   Ur-
ban Athlete, 4437 N. Ravenswood Ave., 
Chicago  http://chicagogayhockey.org/
calendar/

Person, Political and Postive (shorts 
Program) Documentaries include THE 
TROUBLE WITH RAY, which tells the story 
of civil rights activist Ray Hill; POSITIVE, 
which asks HIV positive young men in To-
ronto about their experiences; and FAMI-
LIES ARE FOREVER, which follows one Mor-
mon couple’s surprising story after finding 
out their teenage son is gay. Total 94 
min.   3:00pm   Chicago Filmmakers  5243 
N Clark Chicago  773-293-1447  http://
reelingfilmfestival.org

imerman angels inaugural Wings of hope 
Gala Honoring Howard Tullman, the Can-
cer Treatment Centers of America, Hegele 
Logistic, LLC and Harvey Weaver. Formal 
event begins with reception. At 7 pm 
guests will be escorted to tables for cer-
emony led by WGN TV’s Dina Bair, a seated 
dinner, ive auction, live music, dancing.   
6:00pm - 12:00pm   The Ritz-Carlton 
Chicago Hotel  160 E Pearson St Chicago  
877-274-5529.  http://www.imermanan-
gels.org

Sunday, Sept. 21
oktoberfest/Bags tournament German 

band Pieptone! performs. Bratwursts and 
German beer. To participate in the tour-

nament, $40 per team gets you two Ger-
man drafts. Tourney begins promptly at 1.   
12:00pm - 6:00pm   R Public House, 1506 
W. Jarvis Ave.,  http://www.rpublichouse.
com

PflaG chicago Metro Chapter meetings 
held the third Sunday  2:00pm - 4:15pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chica-
go  http://www.pflagillinois.org/chapter-
meetings/pflag-metro-chicago/

Monday, Sept. 22
launching fWd: festival of Works in 

development Musical theater incubator 
launches with Chicago-native/Broadway 
stars Jessie Mueller, Abby Mueller and 
Karen Mason. $20 - $35 with a limited 
number of VIP tickets available for $100. 
Doors open at 6 pm for food and cock-
tails.  8:00pm   City Winery Chicago  1200 
W Randolph St Chicago  312-733-9463  
Tickets: http://citywinery.com

Tuesday, Sept. 23
david Bowie is The first retrospective of 

the extraordinary career of David Bowie-
one of the most pioneering and influential 
performers of our time. More than 400 ob-
jects from the David Bowie Archive. $25. 
Through Jan. 4, 2015  12:00pm   Museum 
of Contemporary Art (MCA)  220 East Chi-
cago Ave Chicago  312-397-4068  Tickets: 
http://www2.mcachicago.org/exhibition/
david-bowie-is 

divas Gone Wild: night of 100 drag 
Queens Preview Party A very special Diva 
Tuesday celebrating the drag divas of 
Night of 100 Drag Queens. Performances 
by Debbie Fox and Tequila Mockingbird, 
plus surprises, giveaways and premieres 
all night long. No cover.   7:00pm - 
2:00am   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St Chi-
cago  http://www.sidetrackchicago.com

Wed., Sept. 24
Black Gay Guys rock Monologues AIDS 

Foundation of Chicago presents in com-
memoration of National Gay Men’s HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day. Spoken word, come-
dian and singer ButtaFlySoul will excerpt 
his one man show titled “ButtaFlySoul for 
President.” Marquez Rhyne will deal with 
the intersection of oppressions for a little 
black boy from down south Discussion 
to follow. RSVP online. Limited seating.  
6:00pm - 8:30pm   Baton Show Lounge  
436 N Clark St Chicago  Tickets: www.
stepupgettested.com 

Brought to you by the 
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Lea Delaria, Artemis 
at Lakeside Pride’s 
‘Women in Music’ 
Nov. 16

Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles presents 
“Women in Music”—a celebration featuring fe-
male composers, conductors and performers—
at Preston Bradley Center, 941 W. Lawrence 
Ave., on Sunday, Nov. 16, at 3 p.m.

This concert, hosted by Orange Is the New 
Black star Lea DeLaria, will feature a special 
guest appearance by Chicago’s lesbian femi-
nist chorus Artemis Singers. The Lakeside Pride 
Symphonic Band, under the direction of Kyle 
Rhoades, will perform the masterworks planned 
for this evening.

DeLaria broke new ground more than two 
decades ago as the first “openly gay” comic 
to appear on national television, with appear-
ances on The Arsenio Hall Show and as host 
of Comedy Central’s all-gay special, Out There.

Tickets for the concert are $25, and VIP pass-
es that include a meeting with DeLaria (1:30-
2:45 p.m.) are $75. Visit www.LakesidePride.
org.

Chita Rivera 
at Moraine
Valley on Sept. 27

Broadway legend Chita Rivera will perform a 
solo concert celebrating her 80th birthday at 
Moraine Valley Community College’s Dorothy 
Menker Theater, 9000 W. College Pkwy., Palos 
Hills, on Saturday, Sept. 27, at 7:30 p.m. 

Rivera will re-create signature moments from 
her legendary career including numbers from 
West Side Story, Sweet Charity, Chicago; Kiss 
of the Spider Woman, Bye, Bye, Birdie and The 
Rink.

Tickets are $40 for the general public, and 
$35 for seniors and students.

NET GAIN

tennis great Billie Jean 
king will speak at the 
chicago foundation for 
Women’s annual luncheon.
PR photo

Thursday, Sept. 18

lea delaria.

dish from page 40

soho house chicago (113-125 N. Green St.; 
http://www.sohohousechicago.com/) recently 
hosted a media event that involved sampling 
the three dining establishments in the hotel: 
The Allis, Chicken Shop and PizzaEast Chicago.
 The hotel—which has 40 guest suites and a 
look best described as “industrial chic”—only 
opened a few weeks ago, and it already seems 
to have established itself as a place to see and 
be seen. (The night I was there, I saw no fewer 
than five friends/acquaintances, including 
Catherine De Orio of TV’s Check, Please!) 
 Fortunately, the restaurants are open to the 
public. For those who don’t reside in the ho-
tel and are looking for a spot to relax after 
work, The Allis (named after the family that 
commissioned the Soho’s historic building in 
1907) works perfectly. The place serves salads, 
pastries and small plates—and also has an en-
ticing list of cocktails, including the Eastern 
Standard (Grey Goose vodka or Bombay Sap-
phire gin, along with lime, sugar, cucumber 
and mint). However, The Allis (http://www.
theallis.com/) isn’t just an evening spot, as it 
also serves breakfast and lunch.
 Chicken Shop (http://www.chickenshop.
com/chicago) only showcases relatively few 
items—but it does them very well, overall. Us-
ing free-range birds sourced from Pine Manor 
Farm in Indiana, the rotisserie chicken is ex-

tremely flavorful. Sides include cole slaw, corn 
on the cob, mac ‘n’ cheese and crinkle-cut 
fries, while warm chocolate brownie and deep-
filled apple pie are among the sinful-sounding 
desserts.
 Lastly, PizzaEast (http://pizzaeast.com/chi-
cago), as one might expect, concentrates on 
the titular items—with tasty varieties such as 
crispy pork, tomato, mushroom and mozzarella; 
artichoke, spinach, provolone and pesto; and 
spicy sausage, mozzarella and broccolini. How-
ever, the restaurant invests a lot of energy into 
its antipasti, which range from bone marrow to 
burrata to soft-shell crab.

fare from the allis. Photo by andrew davis
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Gay music legend
Crewe dies at 82

Gay music legend Bob Crewe died Sept. 11, 
according to Frontiers L.A. He was 82.

Crewe was perhaps best known for produc-
ing and co-writing hit songs, including a 
long list of Top 10 singles for Frankie Valli & 
The Four Seasons such as “Sherry,” “Big Girls 
Don’t Cry,” “Walk Like a Man” and “My Eyes 
Adored You.”

He also co-wrote “Lady Marmalade” with 
Kenny Nolan for Patti LaBelle. And, in an 
amusing twist for a gay man, his The Bob 
Crewe Generation wrote “Music to Watch Girls 
By” and the soundtrack for the 1968 Jane 
Fonda cult film Barbarella.

In 2005, Crewe played a supporting char-
acter in the multiple-Tony Award-winning 
Broadway musical Jersey Boys, based on the 
story of Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons. 
Also, he is represented in the Clint East-
wood-directed film Jersey Boys.

‘Over the Rainbow’ 
at Sidetrack
Nov. 12

The 4th Annual Over the Rainbow, a benefit 
to raise money and awareness for those who 
struggle with cancer in the LGBT community, 
will be held Nov. 12 at Sidetrack, 3349 N. 
Halsted, 7-10 p.m.

Performers appearing in Over the Rainbow 
include Matt Alber, Amy Armstrong, Molly 
Callinan, Circuit Mom, Get On The Floor 
Dance Company, Sharriese Hamilton, Kelly 
Lauren, Mimi Marks and Chadwick Stadt.

The night will also include a silent auc-
tion. The proceeds will benefit Gilda’s Club 

Chicago, a support community for people liv-
ing with cancer along with their families and 
friends. Since its beginning in 2011, Over 
The Rainbow has raised more than $46,000 
for charities such as the American Cancer 
Society, Howard Brown Health Center, Fred 
Says, The Night Ministry and Gilda’s Club 
Chicago. Over The Rainbow was created in 
memory of Gio Cosentino after he lost his 
battle to cancer in August of 2011. Although 
the subject matter is very serious, “OTR” is a 
very upbeat celebration of his life.

Tickets may be purchased in advance on-
line for $20 or $25 at the door. Admission 
will include one drink ticket and a chance 
to win two round-trip tickets from Southwest 
Airlines. 

For info, email Jimmy@overtherain-
bow773.com or visit www.facebook.com/
OverTheRainbow773.

Rosie, other celebs 
in baby-boomer 
documentary
 Timothy Greenfield-Sanders’ new documen-
tary American Masters: The Boomer List will 
premiere nationwide Tuesday, Sept. 23, on 
PBS in honor of the last baby boomers turn-
ing 50 this year, according to a press release. 
 The film explores the story of the influen-
tial baby boomer generation (1946-1964) 
through the lives of 19 iconic boomers--one 
born each year of the baby boom. Subjects 
such as Rosie O’Donnell, Tommy Hilfiger, Erin 
Brockovich, Billy Joel, David LaChapelle, 
Samuel L. Jackson, Kim Cattrall, Maria Shriv-
er and gay-rights activist Peter Staley illumi-
nate the important movements and changes 
that shaped the world during these years.

“This is such a loss for the world. But, more 
importantly, what a huge loss for QVC.”—Jim-
my Fallon pays tribute to Joan Rivers, who he 
brought back to The Tonight Show on his first 
night taking over the venerable talk show.

Even in death, Joan Rivers was controversial. 
One of her biggest passions was Broadway. She 
wrote and starred in Fun City and later replaced 
Linda Lavin in Broadway Bound. In 1994, she 
starred in Sally Marr ... and her escorts, for 
which she earned Tony and Drama Desk nomi-
nations for Best Actress. A little known fact 
is that she also reviewed Broadway shows for 
the Beverly Hills Courier—and paid for her own 
tickets. 

So one might think that the dimming of 
Broadway marquees (which is done in tribute 
to fallen artists) would be a given. Not so 
fast—the Broadway League determined that 
Joan did not meet their criteria. “People need 
to have been very active recently in the the-
ater, or else be synonymous with Broadway. We 
love Joan ... but she hasn’t acted on Broadway 
in 20 years,” they said. Of course, one needn’t 
look too far for an exception—the lights were 
dimmed for Robin Williams, whose sole Broad-
way acting credit was the 2011 production 
of Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo. (He also 
filmed a 2002 special called Robin Williams: 
Live on Broadway.)

Well, Joan’s fans weren’t going to stand for 
this snub. The Internet blew up with outrage. 
People like Audra McDonald, Donna Murphy, 
Hugh Jackman and Harvey Fierstein supported 
honoring Joan. Nick Adams even recalled an-
other Rivers’ Broadway connection—she was 
an investor for Priscilla: Queen of the Desert. 
First, the Jujamcyn Group announced it was 
dimming the lights on its five theaters anyway. 
Then Disney announced that the New Amster-
dam Theatre (where Aladdin is playing) would 
do the same. Then the Helen Hayes Theatre 
(where Joan starred in Sally Marr) followed 
suit. Ultimately, the Broadway League reversed 
its decision, saying, “Joan Rivers loved Broad-
way and we loved her.” It took long enough!

Sara Gilbert made an impromptu announce-
ment last week on The Talk. When turning 
down the opportunity to lie on a bed of nails, 
she surprised her co-hosts with this statement: 
“I really do believe in facing your fears and 
doing things that make you uncomfortable, but 
I actually can’t do the dare because I’m preg-
nant.” This would be Gilbert’s third child, and 
her first with new wife, Linda Perry.

One of our biggest supporters, Fran Drescher, 
walked down the aisle for a second time. Her 
hubby, Dr. Shiva Ayyadurai, is widely touted as 
the creator of email—so we all owe him a debt 
of gratitude for giving us a pain-free way to 
end relationships!

Meanwhile at the U.S. Open, Martina Navra-
tilova got engaged to Russian model Julia 
Lemigova. The well-orchestrated proposal 
took place during an interview which was be-
ing broadcast on the big screen at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium. “I was very nervous,” says Martina—
but probably not as nervous as when she wore 
those red fringe pants!

Lance Bass and beau Michael Turchin cel-
ebrated the one-year anniversary of their en-
gagement by getting engaged all over again. 
Turchin wrote, “Who gets proposed to a second 
time on the first anniversary of the first pro-
posal?? This guy!!” He also posted a photo of 
what appears to be a brand-new engagement 
ring.

And that brings up an important point. When 
Lance first popped the question, he had enor-
mous difficulty finding a token of his love. “It’s 
impossible. They don’t make guy rings. Some-
one needs to start some kind of line for gay 
men’s rings.” Someone has. Sam Street and 
Jonathan Tack are a gay couple who got mar-
ried in San Francisco but are now living in NYC. 

They started Proposition Love Jewelry, classy 
baubles perfect for your special day. Not only 
that, but 10 percent of profits goes back into 
our community. They have engagement gifts 
(including their “EnGaygement” ring) and a 
wide range of bling for any special occasion. 
Check out their line at Macy’s or at Proposi-
tionLove.com.

Here in Europe (Did you forget I was on the 
continent?), Neil Patrick Harris and David Burt-
ka tied the knot. Details emerged, courtesy of 
the couple’s dear friend, Kelly Ripa. She said it 
was a private, quiet, family affair. “I’m prob-
ably not even supposed to talk about it,” she 
stated, which didn’t stop her from spilling more 
details. The couple rented a castle in Perugia 
for the event, which included fireworks and a 
performance by Elton John. Their twins also 
took part in the ceremony. “Harper was going 
to be the flower girl and Gideon was going to 
be the ring bearer. But he said, ‘I don’t want 
to be the ring bearer—I want to be the orange 
boy.’ So he passed out oranges to everybody as 
he came down the aisle.” I like a little snack 
at a wedding.

My “Ask Billy” box was flooded with many of 
you asking the same question. The first query 
came from Patrick in Florida: “Once and for 
all—Jared Leto? Does he really have a big dick? 
Or is it just a lot of hype??”

Since Jared Leto is hot—both as a subject 
and as an object—this comes up occasionally. 
The fires were stoked, so to speak, when trans-
gender personality Alexis Arquette recently 
gave an interview to drag comedian Jackie 
Beat: “I had sex with Jared Leto back when I 
was presenting as a man. And, yes, it’s not only 
massive; it’s like a Praetorian Guard’s helmet.” 
Tabling the issue that sounds like it could hurt 
and tickle at the same time, what are we left 
with? The boasting of a sexual encounter by 
someone who is less than credible—at least 
in my opinion. The situation exploded a few 
days later. Footage from a 30 Second to Mars 
concert showed Jared grabbing what appeared 
to be a ponderous package in his penile re-
gion. Check out BillyMasters.com and decide 
for yourself.

When Leto can pinch significantly more than 
an inch, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. I must confess that I’m slightly con-
cerned about being in eastern Europe. What a 
time for me to forget to pack my Isis costume—
if I end up next to a guy with a sickle, I wanna 
go out in style! Whatever happens to me, www.
BillyMasters.com will go on. And as long as I 
have breath in my body, I’m here to answer 
your questions. Send them along to Billy@Bil-
lyMasters.com and I promise to get back to you 
before I finish saying the following incantation 
(feel free to join in—I know you want to): “Oh 
zephyr winds which blow on high, lift me now 
so I can fly.” Until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Jared leto is the subject of an anatomy 
lesson, Billy says.

Preview Party
D i v a s  G o n e  W i l d

Tuesday, 
Sept. 23
A very Special  
Drag Divas of 
Performances 
plus surprises, 
passes for two to

Tuesday, 
Sept. 23
A very Special Diva Tuesday Celebrating the 
Drag Divas of Night of 100 Drag Queens. No cover.
Performances by Debbie Fox & Tequila Mockingbird 
plus surprises, premieres & give-aways including two VIP 
passes for two to the Oct. 22/23 Night of 100 Drag Queens! 

Featuring the new
Signature cocktail:

The Wicked

Featuring the new
Signature cocktail:

The Blonde
Bombshell

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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By Jonathan Jones 

With barely a cloud in the blue sky overhead, 
3,500 participants gathered for the 13th An-
nual AIDS Run and Walk Chicago on Sunday, 
Sept. 14, as Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn gave the 
countdown for runners/walkers to take off. 

The runners sprinted south from Grant Park’s 
Avery Field and past scenic Northerly Island, 
while the walkers headed north toward DuSable 
Harbor. The event, a fundraiser the AIDS Foun-
dation of Chicago (AFC) organized, included 
approximately 140 teams, hundreds of volun-
teers and scores of family and friends cheering 
from the sidelines.  
 The event raised nearly $380,000. Fundrais-
ing will continue through October with the 
goal of supporting HIV/AIDS programs and 
services in Chicago and the surrounding area. 
AFC channels 90 percent of the dollars raised 
to participating HIV/AIDS community organi-
zations in Chicago, with particular focus on the 
neighborhoods most affected by the epidemic. 
 This year, 31 community organizations par-
ticipated. 
 “This event is important not only to the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago but also to the commu-
nity. It’s the only event where everyone can 
come together at once to raise money and 
awareness and to commemorate the tremen-

dous work we do,” John Peller, AFC’s interim 
president and CEO, said. 
 For participants, the event is both an oppor-
tunity to give as well as a way to remember 
those who have been lost to the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic. 
 Mick Schlueter, who participated in the 5K, 
indicated that this was one of his best years in 
the race. “It’s a great race and a really inspiring 
event. It’s always helpful to give to HIV/AIDS 
organizations, and I raised more this year than 
I ever have,” Schuelter said. 
 Vinny Cousineau, whose partner L.T. finished 
sixth in the 5K, wore a shirt with the names 
of people affected by HIV/AIDS. “It’s a way 
to keep people in our hearts and minds. I ask 
people to contribute names of loved ones—
uncles, siblings, friends—and donate whatever 
they can,” Cousineau said.  
 Panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt were on 
display. Free HIV testing was available along 
with information about HIV/AIDS prevention, 
including Global Female Condom Day. 
 In addition to Quinn, a number of other 
elected officials were in attendance, includ-
ing U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley, Cook County Board 
President Toni Preckwinkle and Illinois State 
Rep. Greg Harris. WGN entertainment reporter 
and film critic Dean Richards emceed the event. 

Thousands run, walk
to fight HIV/AIDS

Participants at the aids run & Walk chicago. Photo by chuck kramer

Participants at the aids run & Walk chicago. Photo by chuck kramer

Billie Jean King
to speak at CFW
annual luncheon
 Activist/tennis icon Billie Jean King will 
be the keynote speaker at The Chicago Foun-
dation for Women’s (CFW’s) 29th Annual 
Luncheon on Sept. 18 at the Hyatt Regency 
Chicago, 151 E. Wacker Dr.
 The luncheon will celebrate the achieve-
ments of women and girls by bringing to-
gether a diverse audience that includes busi-
ness, philanthropy, government, nonprofit, 
media and community members. Proceeds 
help CFW achieve its mission to connect 
need, money and solutions for women and 
girls throughout metropolitan Chicago. 
 A networking reception will take place 11 
a.m.-12 p.m. The luncheon and keynote ad-
dress will take place 12-1:30 p.m.
 Visit www.cfw.org/luncheon.

Sky swept in 
WNBA finals

With their season on the line, the Chicago 
Sky returned to their old stomping grounds, 
the UIC Pavilion, Sept. 12 for game three of 
the 2014 WNBA finals. 

Despite 23 points from Elena Delle Donne 
as well as 20 points and eight rebounds from 
Sylvia Fowles, the Phoenix Mercury defeated 
the Chicago Sky 87-82 to win their third 
WNBA Championship. The Mercury swept the 
first three games of the best-of-five series.

Brittney Griner, the center for the Mercury, 
was sidelined with an eye injury for the last 
game.

Sky coach Pokey Chatman said in a state-
ment, “Congratulations to Phoenix. They had 
a great season and obviously a tremendous 
series. I want to start off by saying that I 
am proud of my team in terms of what they 
accomplished this year.”

Tuaolo sings
at Packers game
 Openly gay former NFL player Esera Tuaolo 
sang the national anthem before the Green 
Bay Packers’ game against the New York Jets 
in Wisconsin on Sept. 14 (which the Packers 
won 31-24), according to Outsports. 
 Tuaolo sang the anthem before a game 
once before at Lambeau Field—it was Oct. 
17, 1991, a Thursday night game against the 
Chicago Bears, and he was a rookie defensive 
end for the Packers. (He was not out at that 
time.) Tuaolo is now mounting a campaign 
to sing the national anthem at the Super 
Bowl.

esera
tuaolo.
Photo
from liz
thomson
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             
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Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com

Rachel Moore Law, LLC

Mediation: cost-effective, creative, and personalized solutions.

One Northfield Plaza
Northfield, IL 60093
847-441-1851
rachel@rachelmoorelaw.com
www.rachelmoorelaw.com

Appointments
also available in
Libertyville and 

Chicago Loop

Rachel Moore, an attorney and mediator with 15 years of 
experience, provides mediation and legal representation for 

family law and family business disputes.

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

CONNE IONSX MaKE It YOUr BUSINESS

DON’T SUFFER WITH FOOT PAIN

Call us to stop the foot pain FAST!!!

• Got heel pain?
• Got warts?
• Got corns, calluses, 

ingrown toenails?

2740 W. Foster Ave.
Suite 107

773-561-8100
mychicagofootexpert.com

• Got foot and ankle pain?
• Need new orthotics?

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  

EXPERIENCED IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Call toll free (866) 233-2550 
or email mclaym1@aol.com

Flexible and affordable rates!

Immigration Attorney Services
• Green cards • Visas • Asylum • Appeals 

• Removal and all other matters

Notary Public Services
Mobile notary public for all occasions, 

preparation of wills/trusts, power of attorney

MArk ClAy



By ross forMan
 
When Cameron Turner steps on the field with 
the Segal McCambridge Menace at the annual 
Gay Softball World Series, it certainly will be 
an emotional week with Chicago’s top-tiered A-
Division team.

Turner is moving to Miami later this year, but 
just to avoid Chicago’s winter.

Turner and his Menace are determined to 
win the title for Chicago in this, the fifth con-
secutive year Chicago has fielded an A-Division 
team.

This is the ninth time Turner has played in 
the Gay Softball World Series, a predominantly 
male event run by the North American Gay Am-
ateur Athletic Alliance (NAGAAA).

The Series is Sept. 22-27 in Dallas, and there 
are eight A-Division teams, including the de-
fending champion Houston Force.

“We started out great last year [in the Se-
ries], but then fell apart in elimination play,” 
said Turner, the Menace player-manager. “We 
were the only team to beat the eventual cham-
pion the week of the Series, but that came 
when it didn’t matter in round-robin play. We 
need to play solid all the way through this year.

“We have given a lot more thought to how 
to preserve our energy over the course of the 
Series and take advantage of our depth. We 
also have shaken up the lineup a bit this year 
and experimented with different combinations 
to find the winning one. And, we have had an 
amazing 2014, probably our best season to 
date.”

The Menace is 32-5 this year and finished in 
first place in an Elmhurst league that it com-
petes in.

Turner said the biggest surprise of this year’s 
team is its “ability to win all kinds of games. 
We have played in conditions [less than ideal] 
to hitting and won low-scoring games 4-3 and 
4-0. Next game we can turn around and score 
25 [or] 30 runs when the hitting conditions are 
favorable. We have a lot of versatility.”

The top offensive stars for the Menace are 
Kevin Ball, Scott Heichert, Matt Walus and Joe 
Bland. The team’s top defensive players are 
Scott McDonald, James Platt and Charles Piper.

Ball is the team’s primary pitcher.
“We hope to break the ‘middle of the pack’ 

bubble we have been stuck in since joining the 
A-Division,” Turner said. “The A-Division is all 
about what team can string together the most 
good games in a row, and when that happens, 
any team can beat any other team. We are fo-
cused on how best to be that team this year.”

The Menace finished third at the 2012 Series 
in Minneapolis.

“We are quietly confident going into Dallas 
this year,” said Turner, 42, an attorney who—
before his move to Miami—lives in Lincoln 
Square. “I honestly believe this our best and 
deepest team to date. We are playing with a lot 
of poise and experience. We’ve also added some 
youth to our team to keep us fresh and give us 
a little more energy.”

The Menace will be joined in Dallas by five 
other teams representing the Chicago Metro-
politan Sports Association (CMSA). Overall, 
this year’s Series features about 175 teams, in-
cluding 10 in the Master’s Division for players 
age 50 and over, such as the Chicago Gotcha 
Covered Legends.

“As with many Master’s level teams, experi-
ence is very important and all of the teams 
are going to have that. What differentiates 
the Chicago Legends from the other teams [is] 
depth of experience across a variety of posi-
tions,” said Matt McGary, the team’s manager. 
“Mark Sakalares built a roster that ensures we 

have quality players at every position, as well 
as skilled substitutes. This allows [me] the ul-
timate flexibility in how we play. I don’t have 
to worry about putting in a player and the 
quality of play going down.”

McGary said the team’s goal is simple: “Have 
a great time and come back with some hard-
ware.”

McGary, 44, lives in Buena Park and is a tech-
nology product manager for Tribune Publishing. 
This is his fifth Series and there are 13 players 
on the Chicago Master’s Division team.

“We have a well-rounded roster with a lot of 
tournament experience. We have depth from 
top to bottom and some solid bats,” McGary 
said. “Everyone [on the team] is very excited 
about going to the World Series and playing at 
a high level.”

The Chicago Legends have four skilled pitch-
ers, if needed: Randy Detert, Mark Sakalares, 
Doug King and Jeff Xenakis.

The team’s top offensive players are Steve 
Kasperski, Joe Cappeletti and Chris Vernald.

The team’s top defensive standouts are Dan-
iel DePalma (outfield), Greg McNitt (first base) 
and Kevin Henry (infield).

“The World Series always is something to 
look forward to,” McGary said. “As [the] coach, 
I am challenged on how to best utilize the tal-
ent that is on this team. The roster is packed 
full of solid players and teammates, so it is up 
to me to not screw it up. I like the challenge 
ahead of us and think we can do pretty well.”

McGary made his World Series debut in Fort 
Lauderdale in 2006—and it also was his best 
memory, he said. “We had lost our first elimina-
tion game and had to play early Friday [morn-
ing] to stay alive. We ended up winning five 
[games] in a row and lost by one [run] in a 
rain-shortened game. It was exhausting and 
exhilarating at the same time. As nice as that 
was, I look forward to creating new highlights 
with the Chicago Legends.”

The Chicago Legends will be without Rob 
Paradise, who recently passed away.

“I know he will be coaching from the best 
seat in the house and we will do all we can to 
make him proud,” McGary said. “The excitement 
comes from having talented ball players on the 
roster, but more importantly, great people.”

The Chicago Legends will have a patch on 
their uniforms in memory of Paradise.

“I truly believe this team will do well in Dal-
las,” McGary said. “Egos are not a concern on 
this team and the focus is to play hard, have 
fun and hopefully bring home some hardware.”

There are 31 Series teams in the B-Division, 
including the Chicago Gotcha Covered Dragons.

The C-Division will be represented by Steam-
works/iCandee Chicago Adrenaline and Chicago 
Corruption.

“We have the right guys to win a lot of games 
[in the Series]; we just need to execute and 
play smart,” said Stacy Gorgas, 38, manager of 
Chicago Corruption, in his fourth Series.

The 14-member Corruption features pitcher 
Kevin Touchette, and offensive standouts An-
thony Miceli, Jeff Weber and Ryan McGowan. 
The team’s top defensive stars are Gorgas 
(third base) and outfielders Peter Bonavia and 
Steven Valdez.

Gorgas said the Corruption features a loaded 
lineup. “We just need to come together at the 
right time,” he added.

Jack Neilsen, 39, who lives in Andersonville 
and is an office manager, also will serve as 
coach/manager/captain for the Steamworks/
iCandee Chicago Adrenaline. He plays pitcher 
and catcher and this is his 10th Series appear-
ance. His team features 12 players, including 

pitchers Ken Hawrysko and Steve Renteria. The 
team’s top offensive players are Renteria, Matt 
Hernandez and Neal Dotson. The Adrenaline’s 
top defensive stars are Jason Mahilo (outfield), 
Matt Hernandez (outfield) and Matt Jones (in-
field).

“I think [our team’s goal] is the same goal 
for everyone, to win the Gay Softball World 
Series,” Neilsen said. “I believe what sets us 
apart is our team chemistry.

“I’ve had the opportunity to play in each di-
vision except Master’s, and each team is unique 
in its own way. I don’t think you can compare 
this team to past teams.”

The Chicago Replay Jox will be competing 
in the D-Division, which is the Series’ largest 
division.

The Chicago Sidetrack Classic, playing in the 
inaugural Master’s Division in 2011 in Chicago, 
was the last local team to win a Series champi-
onship. Before that, Chicago last won a World 
Series title in 2009, with the Spin Cougars in 
B-Division.

The Gay Softball World Series was first held in 
1977 in San Francisco. It was held in Chicago 
for the first time in 1983 and that was the first 
time a Chicago team won the title.

The women’s softball World Series, run by 
the Amateur Sports Alliance of North America 
(ASANA), will be Oct. 13-18 in Las Vegas.

Chicago teams
heading into Gay
Softball World Series

cameron turner.

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Chicago Fire’ stars 
join Great Chicago 
Fire Festival 
 Television and film actors Jesse Spencer 
and Taylor Kinney, both stars of the hit NBC 
drama Chicago Fire, will join the inaugural 
Great Chicago Fire Festival, the free spec-
tacle of fire on the Chicago River set to take 
place Saturday, Oct. 4.
 The Great Chicago Fire Festival—celebrat-
ing Chicago’s grit, greatness and renewal 
following the historic Great Chicago Fire of 
1871—is presented by Redmoon with the 
City of Chicago’s Department of Cultural Af-
fairs and Special Events and Chicago Park 
District. 
 Activity will take place between the State 
Street and Columbus Drive bridges beginning 
at 8 p.m. Kinney and Spencer will light one 
of 15 massive “fire cauldrons” that will be 
lowered from bridges to watercraft waiting 
on the Chicago River below.
 Visit www.chicagofirefestival.com and 
www.redmoon.org.

Big Freedia in 
town Oct. 10
 New Orleans “Queen of Bounce” Big Freedia 
will perform at Concord Music Hall, 2047 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., on Friday, Oct. 10. 
 The New Orleans City Council declared Aug. 
21 “Big Freedia Day.” In addition, the Fuse 
reality-television star’s show, Big Freedia: 
Queen of Bounce, has recently been renewed 
for a third season. 
 Tickets are available in advance for $18.

Organist Carpenter
part of symphony 
series
 Concert-hall organist Cameron Carpenter 
will be part of the 2014-15 CSO (Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra) at the Movies series.
 The organ of Orchestra Hall will take center 
stage on Halloween as Carpenter performs 
his original score for Robert Wiene’s silent 
thriller The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari on Friday, 
Oct. 31, at 8 p.m.
 The original three events include Pixar in 
Concert on Friday, Nov. 28, at 8 p.m.; Stanley 
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey on Friday, 
March 13, 2015 at 8 p.m.; and Fritz Lang’s 
Metropolis on Friday, May 29, 2015, at 8 p.m.

 “Caligari” was named as an additional 
event, along with MGM’s 1925 silent classic 
Ben-Hur, presented Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2014, 
at 7:30 p.m. (with The Police’s Stewart Cope-
land on drums); and Frances Ford Coppola’s 
The Godfather, with two performances on 
Tuesday-Wed., Feb. 3-4, 2015, at 7 p.m.
 Tickets for all CSO concerts can be pur-
chased by phone at 800-223-7114 or 312-
294-3000; online at www.cso.org; or at the 
Symphony Center box office at 220 S. Michi-
gan Ave.
 To read a 2012 Windy City Times interview 
with Carpenter, visit http://www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/lgbt/Musician-Camer-
on-Carpenter-plays-to-the-tune-of-his-or-
gan/37260.html.

LGBT singer Aaron 
Paul releases ‘Raw’
 London-born, Brooklyn-based singer/song-
writer Aaron Paul—a member of the LGBT 
community—has released the new CD Raw.
 Raw is Paul’s first solo album after leav-
ing the boy band Worlds Apart. Worlds Apart 
racked up several top 30 U.K. singles.
 One single is “I Don’t Care,” and there is 
Reginald Todd’s “I Don’t Give A F*ck” remix. 
(Todd is also the album’s executive produc-
er.) See the video of the single at http://
youtu.be/nPVeOpX2UMk.

‘True Trans with 
Laura Jane Grace’ 
on AOL
 AOL Originals announced True Trans with 
Laura Jane Grace, a 10-episode series follow-
ing the transgender pioneer and lead singer 
of the punk band Against Me! who publicly 
came out as a transgender woman at the 
height of her music career in 2012.
 Each episode will follow Grace and other 
trans* individuals as they share stories about 
the harsh realities of growing up anxious 
about their own identities. Additional epi-
sodes will feature life after transition, show-
casing Grace’s life as a parent and her day 
job being a rock star. 
 The first four episodes of the series will 
be available Friday, Oct. 10, in a special ad-
vance celebration of National Coming Out 
Day on the AOL On Originals home page: 
http://on.aol.com/show/518250660-true-
trans/518387725. Additionally, the series 
will be available on mobile devices through 
the AOL On app.
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STAND-UP COMEDY
IMPROV &

SKETCH COMEDY

*Use the code: WINDY to receive 25% OFF tickets to these shows. Tickets subject to availability 
and not valid with previously purchased tickets. Limit 4 per order. Offer expires 12/22/14

 KYLE KINANE
SEPT 18-20

 BEN BAILEY
SEPT 27

LIVE TAPING • 2 SHOWS

NICK THUNE
OCT 2-4*

JEFF ROSS
OCT 9-11

MOSHE
KASHER
OCT 17-18*

JERROD
CARMICHAEL

NOV 13-15*

 BOB ODENKIRK
NOV 6-7

BOOK SIGNING

TODD GLASS
NOV 20-22*

MONDAYS @ 8PM

WEDNESDAYS @ 8PM* 

SUNDAYS @ 7PM*

TUESDAYS @ 8PM*
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS @ 4PM

WEEKENDS & MATINEES IN DECEMBER
GREAT FOR GROUPS & OFFICE PARTIES

THIS FALL @ UP

312-662-4562 • UPComedyClub.com • 230 W North Ave 3rd Floor, Piper’s Alley 
Brown Line @ Sedgwick

HOLIDAZED &
CONFUSED REVUE

http://www.upcomedyclub.com
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Mariusz Kwiecień stars in Mozart’s Don Giovanni, Sept 27 - Oct 29
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Don Giovanni 
Mozart

Capriccio 
Strauss

Il Trovatore 
Verdi

Porgy and Bess  
Gershwin

Anna Bolena 
Donizetti

Tosca 
Puccini

Tannhäuser 
Wagner

The Passenger 
Weinberg

Carousel 
Rodgers & Hammerstein

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
•	 Save up to 40%
•	 Buy 4 operas from just $100 
•	 Build your own Flex package – 

you choose your operas & dates

Opera’s bad boy is back
… and karma is not on his side.
Don Giovanni opens the new season on September 27.

lyRICOpERa.ORg | 312.827.5600     lONg lIvE paSSION  
New Lyric Opera Production. Generously made possible by Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross, the Abbott Fund, Randy L. and Melvin R. Berlin,  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz, and The Negaunee Foundation.

http://www.lyricopera.org



