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By MATT SIMonETTE
      
Marriage-equality supporters from Indiana and 
Wisconsin gathered at Federal Plaza Aug. 25 for 
a late-afternoon rally in anticipation of a major 
hearing on marriage equality before the 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals the following day.
 The court hearing addresses marriage bans in 
both states since Indiana and Wisconsin both 
fall under the 7th Circuit Court’s purview. In each 
state, hundreds of gay residents were married af-
ter their state’s bans were overturned in June. 
Lawyers for Lambda Legal and ACLU will take up 
arguments on behalf of couples looking to either 
have the chance to marry, or have their marriages 
performed elsewhere recognized.
 Local supporters of marriage equality joined the 
downtown gathering as well, among them Illiois 
state Rep. Greg Harris, who introduced the event. 
He discussed the significance of having marriage 
equality available to residents of neighboring 
states: “Even Illinois families, who have equal 
rights under our laws, lose those rights when we 
cross state lines.”
 After an opening prayer by Rev. Melody Merida 

Marriage-equality plaintiffs from Wisconsin. Photo by Tracy Baim
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BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER BRUCE NORRIS  DIRECTED BY PAM MacKINNON

2013/14 Grand Benefactors 2013/14 Benefactors

A wild and funny world premiere worth talking about. 
Tickets start at just $20.  steppenwolf.org  |  312-335-1650 

“Mr. Norris’s knack for writing smart, crisply funny dialogue has 
been well established…these debates are lively, funny and racy” — The New York Times

“Plenty of amusement ensues from the bawdy dialogue… 
The Qualms really is funny” — Variety

“Every comic beat lands just right” — Time Out Chicago

AU D I E N CE S AR E H OT F OR T H E Q UAL M S!

“Hilarious…  
a Big Bowl of Yes”

“THE best play of 
the season…we were 

laughing uncontrollably”

“More Bruce Norris plays! He’s a 
genius...makes you laugh, makes 

you cry, makes you think”

THE QUALMS

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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1-888-231-7432
3340 OAKTON - SKOKIE • EVANSTONSUBARU.COM

CALL 
TOLL FREE

IMPORTS & DOMESTICS
‘11 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4 .............. V6, Automatic, Black, 10795A ........$24,995
‘10 Mercury Mountaineer Prem. AWD Only 9K Miles, White,  10884A ......$20,995
‘06 Ford F-250 Super Duty XLT 4x4  Harley Davidson Edition, 10211A ....$19,995
‘12 VW Beetle 2.5L/ Navi. ......Automatic, Sunroof, 23K, White, P4680B ........$15,995
‘12 Ford Focus SEL  ....................Automatic, Full Power, White P4643A ........$14,995
‘12 Honda Civic EX .................... Sunroof, Automatic, Blue Pearl, P4689 ........$14,995
‘12 Hyundai Veloster .......................... 6 Speed, Ultra Black, 29K, P4690 ........$14,995
‘08 Honda Accord EXL V6 Sunroof, Leather, Auto., 51K, Silver, 10734A ........$14,995
‘07 BMW X3 3.0is AWD ........................ Sunroof, Leather, Grey, P4680A ........$13,995
‘08 VW Passat Lux ....................Automatic, Full Power, 30K, Black, 5843 ........$12,995
‘09 VW GTI PZEV ..................................Manual, Full Power, Grey, 10654B ........$12,995
‘13 Hyundai Accent GS ............ 1-Owner, Automatic, Only 14K, 10851A ........$12,995
‘10 Mini Copper .................................... Manual, 1-Owner, Yellow, P4626 ........$11,995
‘07 Jeep Liberty Sport 4x4 .............. V6, Automatic, 63K, Black, P4685 ........$11,995
‘05 Acura MDX Touring AWD ............ Sunroof, Leather, Black, 10106A ........$11,995
‘08 Honda Civic Hybrid .......... Automatic, Full Power, Silver, P10543B ........$10,995
‘06 Honda Odyssey EX ............ Sunroof, Automatic, Ocean Mist, P4627 ..........$9,995
‘06 Honda Pilot EX SUV ................ Automatic, Sunroof, Silver, 10850A ..........$8,995
‘08 VW Rabbit S............................Manual, Great MPG, 76K, White, P4688 ..........$8,995
‘05 Scion xA ................................Manual, Full Power, Indigo Pearl, P4692 ..........$7,995
‘03 Ford Ranger XLT ..............Automatic, Nicely Equipped, Red, 10825A ..........$7,995
‘10 Chevy Aveo5 LS......................Manual, Full Power, Sport Red, P4686 ..........$7,995
‘06 Saab 9-3 2.0 t.......... Turbo, Manual, 51K, Great MPG, Silver, P4534A ..........$7,995
‘06 Audi A4 3.2 Quattro ...... Automatic, Sunroof, Leather, Blue, 10391A ..........$7,995
‘04 Toyota Corolla LE ............ Automatic, Full Power, Great MPG, P4633 ..........$7,995
‘01 Toyota Highlander AWD........ Auto., Leather, Sunroof, 82K, 10766A ..........$7,995
‘00 Honda CR-V LX 4x4 ........ Automatic, Full Power, 98K, Red, 10803A ..........$5,995
‘00 Toyota Rav4 L SE AWD ............................ Automatic, Blue, 10658A ..........$5,995

‘04 Jeep Grand Cherokee SE 4x4.... 4.0L, Automatic, Graphite 3325A ..........$5,995
‘02 Acura TL 3.2................................ Automatic, 1-Owner, Silver, 10780A ..........$4,995
‘00 Chevy Impala LS ............Automatic, Full Power, Sport Red, 10805A ..........$3,995
‘03 Pontiac Grand Am GT.......................... Automatic, Air, Silver, 94043 ..........$3,995
‘01 Buick Regal LS ............................ Automatic, Leather, Blue, 10875A ..........$3,995

SUBARU IMPREZAS
‘11 Impreza WRX .......................... 5-Speed, 31K, Lightning Red, P4691 ........$23,995
‘11 Impreza 2.5i ................ Automatic, Air, Full Power, 20K, Grey, P4639 ........$15,995
‘11 Impreza Prem. .......................... Auto., Heated Seats, Black, 10751A ........$14,995
‘08 Impreza 2.5i ................ Automatic, Air, Full Power, 50K, Grey, P4705 ........$11,995

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘14 Forester Prem.     ........Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Silver, P4662 ........$25,495
‘11 Forester Ltd.     ..............Auto., Leather, Sunroof, Sky Blue, 10543A ........$19,995
‘11 Forester X     ..................Automatic, Full Power, 22K, Silver, 10753A ........$19,995
‘09 Forester XT     ......................Auto., Turbo, Full Power, Black, 10720A ........$15,995
‘09 Forester Prem     ..........Auto., Sunroof, Heated Seats, Green, P4673 ........$14,995

SUBARU LEGACYS / OUTBACKS 
‘12 Outback 3.6R Ltd.  ............6 cyl., Moonroof, Leather, Green, P4632 ........$25,995
‘14 Outback Prem.  ........Bluetooth,  All Weather,  Automatic, Red  P4668 ........$25,495
‘12 Outback Ltd.  ..................Moonroof, Leather, Only 18K,  Red, P4643 ........$23,995
‘13 Outback Prem.  ......Bluetooth,  All Weather,  Automatic, Silver,  P4561 ........$22,995
‘13 Legacy Ltd.  ......Moonroof, Leather, Rear Camera, Bluetooth, P4617  ......$22,995
‘14 Legacy Prem.  ........................All Weather, Automatic, Silver, P4669  ......$21,495
‘11 Legacy Ltd.  ............................Moonroof, Leather, 31K, Grey, 10739A  ......$19,995
‘13 Legacy Prem.  ......................All Weather, Automatic, Bronze, P4524  ......$18,995
‘09 Outback SE    ........Auto., Pwr. Seats, All Weather,  55K, Grey, P4628 ........$16,995
‘11 Legacy Prem.  ..........................All Weather, Automatic, Grey, P4676  ......$15,995
‘08 Legacy GT Ltd.  ............................Moonroof, Leather, Silver, 10614A  ......$11,995

TOP-QUALITY INSPECTED USED CARS & SUV’S

* Add tax, title license and $166.27 doc fee.  **Finance on approved credit score Subject to vehicle
insurance and availability.   *Lease on approved credit score. Lease, 10k miles per year, 15 cents after.  Lessee

responsible for excess wear and early termination of lease.  Option to purchase;  $13,920. Offers in in 3 days, unless noted

A+ RATED 
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E  
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COMPLETELY NEW
  

 
 

•BLUETOOTH •ABS •TRACTION CONTROL •VEHICLE DYNAMICS CONTROL
•HEATED SEATS •FOG LIGHTS •PREMIUM AUDIO •USB/MP3 •AWD

2014 XV Crosstrek 2.0i Premium
  
 
  

$17500
MO.
NO

SECURITY
DEPOSIT!

36 month lease. 
$2,995 

due at signing.
ERA-01 #9647
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ONLY
Stellar Care
Winner

2012
2013
2014

*

END-OF-MONTH DEALS
    
    

 
    

EXTENDED THRU LABOR DAY! 

OPEN LABOR DAY 
10:00AM-4:00PM  FREE BBQ

36 MILES PER GALLON
ALL-WHEEL-DRIVE

11AM-2PM
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2015 OUTBACK

 
  

2015 LEGACY
 

http://www.evanstonsubaru.com


By GrETChEn rAChEL BLICkEnSdErfEr

What began as a peaceful but impassioned rally 
at the Daley Center Aug. 23 became a heated 
confrontation on North Michigan Avenue be-
tween officers of the Chicago Police Depart-
ment and almost 1,000 participants in the 4th 
annual SlutWalk.  

The event has become a nationwide move-
ment since protestors first took to the streets 
of Toronto in early 2011 after Constable Mi-
chael Sanguinetti of the Toronto Police Service 
suggested to a small gathering of students at 
York University that women could stop being 
victimized by not “dressing like sluts.”

As this year’s participants—who included a 
racially mixed spectrum of both cis and trans-
gender women and men of all ages—took their 
message from the Daley Center, down Monroe 
Street and onto Michigan Avenue, members 
of the CPD demanded that they move off the 
street and onto the sidewalk. 

At Randolph Street and Michigan, officers 
on bicycles and Segways formed a barricade 
in front of the marchers, who included two 
15-year-old students from Lakeview High 
School—Glenda Villalon and Sara Geiger. The 
protestors responded with cries of “These are 
our streets. we will not be moved!” 

The police temporarily backed away and 
created a new barricade at Wacker Drive and 
Michigan. By this time, at least a half dozen 
police SUVs and cruisers attempted to push 
through the marchers from behind and herd 
them onto the sidewalk. One SUV looked as if 
it was colliding with the legs of some of the 
women walking in front of it. At least three of 
the protestors claimed they were struck by ei-
ther a police car or an officer on a Segway. One 
of the women—SlutWalk co-organizer Jackie 
Spreadbury—displayed a bruise that ran half-
way down her calf. 

Ironically, an integral part of this year’s 
march was to call awareness to what partici-
pants claim is a continuing cycle of profiling 
and abuse by the CPD toward women whether 
they are victims of sexual violence, sex workers 
or trans women of color. 

Organizers of the Chicago protest this year 
partnered with a number of advocacy organiza-
tions throughout the city in order to broaden 
their message beyond an end to what they 
claim is a society that sustains “institutional 

rape culture, slut-shaming and victim blam-
ing.”

“We wanted to become more inclusive,” Slut-
Walk co-organizer Red Schulte told Windy City 
Times. “We want to stand against transphobia, 
racism, classism and the manifestations of op-
pression that Capitalism hoists upon us. We’re 
creating a safe space for people to feel em-
powered, to challenge discrimination and to 
feel valued, legitimate and have their voices 
heard.”

Those voices included representatives from 
the Gay Liberation Network, The Sex Workers 
Outreach Project (SWOP) of Chicago, the Il-
linois Choice Action Team, Rape Victim Advo-
cates, Fight for 15: Lucha por 15 and the prison 
abolitionist movement Black and Pink Chicago. 

As police presence intensified along North 
Michigan Avenue, the marchers took up the 
cry of those protesting the shooting of Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri “Hands up, don’t 
shoot.” That cry intensified even as the sirens 
on the CPD vehicles were switched on and the 
resulting noise became deafening. 

When the rally began at noon in Daley Plaza, 
there were only a few CPD officers observing as 
speakers took to the microphone and called for 
unwavering solidarity from an energized crowd. 

“As we’ve seen with the recent murder in Fer-
guson and police murders in our own town, sol-
idarity is essential for all of us,” co-founder of 
the Gay Liberation Network Andy Thayer said. 
“And speaking out—whether you’re women or 
not—against the rape culture we live in.”

Netiya Shiner is a volunteer with the Illinois 
Choice Action Team- an organization which, 
among other initiatives, helps guide women 
past protestors at abortion clinics across the 
state. “There are protestors harassing women 
and physically assaulting women. They use ra-
cial slurs,” she said. “They are often Christian, 
often white, often men. We have unarmed peo-
ple of color being murdered in this country but 
the pro-life people don’t seem to care about 
their lives.” 

Spreadbury was emotional as she read a let-
ter written by Billy (AKA Wolf Blue Eagle)—a 
29-year-old bisexual man currently in admin-
istrative segregation in a Colorado prison. He 
claimed to be defending himself from a sexual 
assault, adding that he had already been raped 
three times since his incarceration. “I should 
be able to do my time without fear of being 
raped because of my sexuality,” Eagle wrote. 

“No one should ever have to be subjected to 
harm or abuse because of their past or life-
style.” 

Steve Adler is a prevention education spe-
cialist with Rape Victim Advocates. “When 98 
percent of sexual assault towards women and 
93 percent of sexual assault towards men is 
committed by men, this is a men’s issue and 
we need to take responsibility for it,” he said. 

Among the participants was Ian Davis. He 
carried a placard with the faces of two teenage 
women who had taken their own lives after a 
sexual assault. “They both faced ostracism af-
ter the assault,” Davis said. “They are remind-
ers of the toll that rape culture takes on young 
women in our society today.” 

Many Illinois sex workers claim to bear the 
brunt of both sexual assault and police harass-
ment because of a negative attitude towards 
their work. SWOP Chicago is an organization 
advocating for their rights through education 
and peer support. “Sex workers are at a mas-
sive risk of violence because we are so heavily 
stigmatized,” SWOP spokeswoman Kathryn Be-
rarovich said. “We are also criminalized which 
means that—when we suffer violence—much 
of the time we can’t report it.”

Villalon and Geiger were there to call atten-
tion to a disparity in the dress code between 
male and female students at Lakeview High 
School. “We were at the SlutWalk last year and 
I was amazed by how supportive people were 
about everyone’s situation and how uplifting 
the spirit was,” Villalon told Windy City Times.

With each participant feeling free and secure 

to wear as much or as little clothing as they 
desired, the march began with a unified cry of 
“Whatever we wear, wherever we go, yes means 
yes, no means no.” 

Legal observers from the National Lawyers 
Guild walked or cycled alongside keeping an 
eye on but not commenting on the march as it 
progressed onto the Magnificent Mile. A Slut-
Walk organizer informed Windy City Times that 
they had deliberately not pre-publicized their 
route for fear of police intervention. 

Nevertheless, the CPD was as determined to 
keep the SlutWalk participants off North Michi-
gan Avenue as they were to stay the course. 
“Who do you protect? Who do you serve?” They 
demanded. 

“The streets are ours,” co-organizer Ashley 
Bohrar said. “We pay for them to be main-
tained. They are public spaces and we have a 
right to demonstrate peacefully on them. The 
actions of the police today show what side they 
stand on. They don’t stand on the side of the 
first amendment, of women, of survivors, or 
trans*folk, queer folk or our allies. We need to 
be better organized, in more numbers so we 
can take the streets and keep the streets.”

Bohrar also claimed she had also been struck 
by a Segway-riding CPD officer. 

Nevertheless, the marchers were jubilant as 
they reached Water Tower Place, followed by 
nine CPD vehicles. “We made it!” Schulte cried. 
“Despite everything the cops tried to do, we 
are where we want to be.”    

The CPD could not be reached for comment 
by the time of publication. 
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SlutWalk marchers make their presence known. Photo by Gretchen rachel Blickensderfer

slutWalk marchers,
Chicago police officers
clash at loop event

Global trans* group
holds fundraiser
By LIz BAudLEr

Members of WPATH (World Professional As-
sociation for Transgender Health) met at the 
J.W Marriott, 151 W. Adams St., on Aug. 24. 

This global organization, the only organi-
zation uniting healthcare professionals, in 
seeking raised awareness and better option 
for transgender health care, celebrated the 
continued success of the seventh edition of 
the Standards of Care the organization pub-
lishes. These standards provide guidelines 
for transgender and transsexual healthcare 
worldwide, and are available through train-
ing programs online and through a recently 
developed free smartphone app. 

This evening’s purpose was raising money 
to translate the Standards of Care into Hin-
di and Arabic. As Dr. Eli Coleman, a former 
president of WPATH, explained, the standards 
have been translated into 10 different lan-
guages, from Spanish to Chinese to Norwe-
gian, giving about 30 percent of the world’s 
population access. However, he described 
the situation in India particularly as “abys-
mal,” with doctors unaware of the Standards 
and individuals resorting to performing gen-
der-confirming surgery themselves. 

The Standard’s 7th edition represents a 
“big change”, Coleman said. He cited recent 

scientific research guided recommendations 
for treatment, including the acceptance of 
the informed consent model and a better 
framework for dealing with younger patients. 
He believes these Standards led to of insur-
ance companies and Medicare being more 
likely to cover treatment such as hormones, 
surgery and psychotherapy for trans patients. 
Gail Knudson, WPATH’s president-elect, said 
that the Standards are “overwhelmingly sup-
ported by the community and practitioners.”

Information about donating to Hindi and 
Arabic Standards of Care Translation Funds 
can be found on www.wpath.org. 

Court blocks
marriage in Va.

On Aug. 20, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed 
to delay an appeals court ruling striking 
down Virginia’s marriage-equality ban.

The nation’s highest court, in McQuigg 
v. Bostic, granted a request from a county 
clerk in northern Virginia to delay a 4th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals decision that would 
have allowed for same-sex couples to marry 
beginning Aug. 21.

The state would have also had to start 
recognizing same-sex marriages from out of 
state if the Supreme Court had denied the 
request. 

The court provided no explanation for its 
order.

WPATh President-Elect Gail knudson. Photo by Liz Baudler



of Life Journey Church in Indianapolis, a num-
ber of plaintiffs from Indiana spoke, among 
them Rae Baskin of Whitestown, who said that 
among the reasons she and her partner, Esther 
Fuller, were largely motivated to participate 
in the suits because of concerns over Fuller’s 
health.
 Fuller had become ill on previous occasions, 
and Baskin said that they were lucky to have 
dealt with hospital staff who respected them 
as a couple, and, as best they could, afforded 
Baskin all the rights that a legally married 
spouse would have. But without the legal pro-
tections that come from marriage, there was no 
guarantee that that would always be the case, 
Baskin said.
 Indiana needs to respect all people who 
choose to join together in marriage,” she add-
ed. “We need it and we need it now.”
 Lyn Judkins of Chesterton, another co-plain-
tiff, who was there along with her wife, Bonnie 
Everly, said she “was excited to be part of such 
a momentous day” and was grateful to Lambda 
Legal, which has been handling their case. “We 
want to do anything we can to help them help 
us.”
 Everly added she could even sense something 
distinct in the air, travelling from their home 
state, where their marriage is not recognized, 
to Illinois, where it was. “You can tell the dif-
ference between ‘legal’ and ‘illegal.’”
 Henry Greene and Glenn Funkhouser of Car-
mel said that they signed onto the suit in order 
to secure their rights pertaining to their ad-
opted son, Casey.
 This whole thing is about our family,” said 
Greene. “It’s all about making sure our family is 
given the respect, protections and dignity that 
other Hoosier families have.”
 He added that he welcomed the opportunity 
to present to the court stories about the prob-
lems same-sex parents have in trying to raise 
their family in a state that doesn’t recognize 
their relationship.

 We’re thrilled to have the opportunity for 
people to see who these laws hurt, and get it 
into the public eye,” he said.
 I think the ‘public eye’ has passed that 
point,” Funkhouser added.
 Greene agreed: “Right. It’s the law that needs 
to catch up with the public.”
 Terre Haute residents Nikki and Donnica 
Barrett attended the rally because they were 
among those who were hastily married in late 
June, after the district court judge’s decision 
briefly opened a window of opportunity for In-
diana couples.
 I heard through Facebook that the deci-
sion might be issued,” said Donnica. “I texted 
[Nikki] to get off of work and go down to the 
courthouse. We waited there for two hours.” 
The Barretts were the first same-sex couple to 
be married in their county.
 This was actually the fourth rally of the day 
for many of the Indiana residents; similar 
events had been held in Indianapolis, Lafay-
ette and Munster. Scott Spy of AVER (American 
Veterans for Equal Rights) Indy had been to all 
four.

 The plaintiffs have great things to say,” said 
Spy. “Anyone who listens to them speak, and 
doesn’t think that they should be allowed to 
get married, just isn’t listening.”
 Wisconsin plaintiffs had stories similar to 
those from Indiana. Like Greene and Funkhous-
er, Bill Hurtubise and Dean Palmer of Racine 
said they were most interested in securing the 
rights of their three children.

 One of the biggest challenges was doing our 
adoptions,” Hurtubise said. “That was such a 
complex discussion to have. We definitely have 
to fix that.”
 Speaking in front of the rally, Hurtubise 
fought back tears as he described his hopes for 
his family.
 I never thought I’d be standing here today, 
asking for the right to marry—because I never 
believed it would be an option. … The love we 
share for these children is beyond words,” he 
said.
 Charvonne Kemp of Milwaukee, attending 
with her partner Marie Carlson and their son 
Christopher, added, “We want to be married for 
the same reasons most couples do—neither of 
us can imagine life without the other.”
 Molly Collins, associate director of ACLU 
Wisconsin, said officials at her organization 
and the plaintiffs were hopeful going into the 
hearing: “Our decision in the district court was 
a good one. I hope that these judges will be 
looking at that.”
 She added that polls are showing that over 
half of Wisconsinites approve of gay marriage.
 I work at the ACLU and I receive a lot of hate 
mail, and I haven’t received any hate mail on 
this,” Collins said.
 See videos and more photos with the on-
line version of this article.
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Marriage-equality plaintiffs from Indiana. Photo by Tracy Baim. More photos and video 
available online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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Left: Indiana plaintiff ruth Morrison speaks on behalf of the state’s first responders. right: 
Indiana plaintiff rob McPherson speaks, while holding the hand of his husband Stephen 
Stolen. Their daughter Abby is beside them. Photos by Matt Simonette
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By MATT SIMonETTE

According to author-commentator Keith 
Boykin, the events that have unfolded in Fer-
guson, Missouri, since Aug. 9 are emblematic 
of a significant moment in history.

“There is something going on,” said Boykin, 
who grew up in Florissant, a St. Louis suburb. 
He has been back in the area since events that 
followed in the wake of Michael Brown’s shoot-
ing began.

“People are upset,” according to Boykin. “It’s 
not just about the Michael Brown thing—that’s 
the catalyst for it all. But it feels like what 
happened before Michael Brown was shot, and 
what’s happened since, are a large part of the 
problem.”

Boykin is a contributor for CNBC, MSNBC and 
BET, among other outlets. His books include 
Beyond the Down Low: Sex, Lies and Denial in 
Black America and For Colored Boys Who Have 
Considered Suicide When The Rainbow Is Still 
Not Enough. He was additionally the highest-
ranking openly gay person in the Clinton ad-
ministration.

On Aug. 14, Boykin posted a link to Buffalo 

Springfield’s “For What It’s Worth” on his blog 
and wrote that, “It feels like there’s something 
happening in our country right now from Fer-
guson to New York to Los Angeles. This song…
describes the feeling I have about it.”

The Ferguson events “are not just about Fer-
guson,” Boykin told Windy City Times. “I think 
it’s about St. Louis and the country in gen-
eral. St. Louis has always been a very segre-
gated place and Ferguson is just one element 
of that.”

Residents in the region rarely think of them-
selves as being from a neighborhood or suburb, 
according to Boykin. They usually say they are 
from St. Louis. “Even when I lived in Floris-
sant, which is part of the suburbs, I thought 
of myself as being from St. Louis, not Floris-
sant, even though that was part of my address. 
People around here just identify with the area, 
from the St. Louis Cardinals on down.

“I drove through the main drag of Ferguson, 
where city hall is, and there are now restau-
rants and outdoor cafes, but that’s the ‘good’ 
side of it. That part of town is getting very well 
developed. That’s the part where white people 
go. If you go where Michael Brown lived, you 

don’t see that stuff. You have a bunch of strip 
malls where there’s a lot of things like tattoo 
places and Kwik Trips.”

Boykin said that, from his own observations, 
“95 percent of the demonstrators—maybe 
even 99 percent—are peaceful demonstrators 
who don’t want to cause a scene. Maybe some 
do want to, but they’re not doing anything. 
They’re waiting for provocation.”

When police showed up in riot gear and ar-
mored cars, people were provoked, he added.

“When they drove through the crowd, that 
[also] provoked people. There were virtually no 
people in the streets at all. They were in the 
parking lots of the strip malls. They weren’t in 
the street. After midnight most people went 
home. If I had to give the police a grade, I’d 
give them an ‘F.’

“It’s kind of pathetic that they can’t see that 
basic ideas of respect would go a long way. … 
The more uncomfortable you make it for peo-
ple, the more uncomfortable they become. The 
more you provoke people, the more provoked 
they become,” Boykin noted.

The Ferguson events point to the United 
States having to confront racism against per-
sons of color, and has become part of a larger 
conversation that’s been going on since the 
1960s.

“People ask, ‘What do you people want now? 
Why are you people complaining?’” Boykin 
said. “There’s a history of white denial in our 
society, denial that discrimination and preju-
dice still continues against African Americans. 
If you ask some whites—Republicans in partic-
ular—the only discrimination they think exists 
is discrimination against white people.”

He noted that a white woman indeed showed 
up to the protests to show solidarity with po-
lice officer Darren Wilson. “She had this idea, 
‘I should go there and tell them that they 
shouldn’t be upset.’”

Much of that denial, he added, stems from 
a need to feel blameless for transgressions of 
their ancestors. “What black people want to 
say is, ‘You may not have done anything di-
rectly, but you are the beneficiary of a long 
legacy that is still perpetuated today.’ That’s 
why people with Black-sounding names don’t 
get callbacks for job interviews, or why people 
who live in Black neighborhoods have to pay 

higher interest rates on car loans. Or people 
on the street can get shot for the same things 
white people do.”

Boykin said that it is difficult for the presi-
dent to direct this conversation, and said that 
he was tired of the meme calling for him to 
convene a “national conversation on race.”

“We tried that when I was in the Clinton 
administration,” he added. “[President Clin-
ton] had a ‘national conversation’ he wanted 
to launch back then, and that was in the 90s. 
They form commissions and issue reports, and 
nothing has changed. It’s a conversation that 
everyone needs to be engaged in, not just the 
president.”

President Obama is in an even more difficult 
position, since most of his comments about 
Ferguson became fodder for right-wing politi-
cians and commentators. “If he expresses more 
empathy for Michael Brown than he already 
has, it just enflames the conservative base. In-
stead of tamping down on the flames, it just 
makes them worse. I don’t think there’s any 
benefit [for Obama’s comments] anymore. It’s 
not going to change anyone’s mind.”

He said some measures that can hold police 
officers accountable for their actions are in or-
der.

“One thing people have been talking about 
is video cameras on police uniforms…The idea 
of videotaping is a great step forward. Another 
is training to use nonlethal force. But I really 
think the big issue is about race and people 
don’t want to admit it.”

Boykin noted that, after the mass shoot-
ing in Aurora, Colorado, in 2012, the suspect, 
James Eagan Holmes, who is white, was appre-
hended and arrested.

“People who are white end up walking away 
and getting arrested,” Boykin said. “People 
who are Black and didn’t kill anybody end get-
ting shot and killed. That happens because 
police officers, like everybody else, have con-
scious and subconscious biases that make them 
think black people are dangerous.”

He added that that can only end when the 
issue of bias is confronted head-on: “You can 
have all the police training in the world, and 
all the video cameras, and technology solu-
tions you can come up with, but this is not a 
technology problem.”

keith Boykin. Photo by duane Cramer

keith boykin on racism
and ferguson, Mo., visit

detroit police look 
into anti-trans 
hate crimes
By MATT SIMonETTE

Detroit police are not ruling out a connec-
tion in the shootings of three city residents, 
at least two of whom may have been trans-
gender women, in the Palmer Park area.

Police have not yet revealed the names and 
identities of the victims. The situation has 
sown much confusion since police and local 
media initially reported that three “trans-
gender men” had been shot in Palmer Park 
within a week. It has become clear, however, 
that at least two of the victims would more 
appropriately be referred to as transgender 
women—that is, persons assigned male 
identities at birth that nevertheless identify 
and live as female. According to Raw Story, 
the third victim, who was fatally shot, may 
have been a gay man. A press release from 
Equality Michigan indicated that the victim 
in that incident might have been the sus-
pected shooter’s partner.

Police said that they had spoken with a 
person of interest in that shooting, but no 
one is in custody yet.

The murder victim’s body was discovered 
by police the morning of Aug. 15. The shoot-
er is believed to have escaped in their auto-
mobile, but crashed into another car, fleeing 
the accident by foot. They left the gun used 
in the shooting behind.

The second shooting took place Aug. 17 
and the third, a few days after that, ac-
cording to Detroit Free Press. The victims in 

those incidents have reportedly been reluc-
tant to reveal details about what happened. 
Although the Palmer Park area is frequented 
by prostitutes, police said that there was no 
indication any of the victims were involved 
with prostitution, mlive.com reported.

Another transgender person was found 
murdered in the Palmer Park area in No-
vember 2013. In that case the remains of 
a 53-year-old transgender woman, who had 
been shot, were found burned beyond recog-
nition in a trash container in an alley.

“We are saddened to hear of the targeting 
of transgender people yet again in Michi-
gan and that yet another life has ended too 
soon,” said Yvonne Siferd, director of victim 
services at Equality Michigan, in a state-
ment. 

“Transgender women are far too often vic-
tims of the most severe violence. Our most 
recent report through the National Coalition 
of Anti-Violence Programs, Hate Violence 
Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer and HIV-Affected Communities in the 
United States in 2013,consistent with previ-
ous trends noted, the vast majority of anti-
transgender incidents reported were commit-
ted against transgender women. 

“Transgender women are twice as likely to 
experience discrimination, 1.8 times more 
likely to experience harassment, and 1.5 
times more likely to experience threats and 
intimidation compared to overall survivors. 

“We urge anyone with information about 
these shootings to contact the Detroit Police 
at (313) 596-2260 or if you have information 
that you would like to report anonymously 
call Equality Michigan at (313) 537-7000.”

http://www.sportsaac.com
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By GrETChEn rAChEL BLICkEnSdErfEr

One of the many LGBTQ pioneers celebrated by 
the Legacy Project is Dr. Michael Dillon—noted 
by the Chicago outdoor museum and youth 
education program’s plaque as “the first person 
known to have transitioned both hormonally 
and surgically from female to male.” A skilled 
doctor, he joined the British Merchant Navy in 
the early ‘50s. He was outed a few years later 
and promptly left the service, passing away in 
1962.  

On Aug. 20—more than half a century af-
ter his death—the British newspaper The Daily 
Mail reported on Deborah Penny, “the first 
transgender soldier on the front line in British 
army history,” it said. The article went on to 
detail how Penny had “won the respect of her 
comrades for her courage.” The British, Cana-
dian, Australian, Israeli and Spanish militaries 
are counted among the countries that allow 
transgender service members to serve openly. 
The American military does not. 

On the evening the story about Penny broke, 
prolific author, activist and the founder and 
Palm Center Executive Director Aaron Belkin 
spoke to a crowded room of people in the gal-
lery of the Keith House in Chicago. Hosted 
by Windy City Times and Northern Trust, the 
discussion was entitled “We Have Waited Long 
Enough: Open Transgender Service in the U.S. 
Military.”

In his book How We Won: Progressive Les-
sons from the Repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, 
Belkin recalled part of the strategy used to fi-
nally put an end to the statute. “Political and 
military leaders, as well as the public at large, 
had to be convinced that allowing gay men 
and lesbians to serve openly would not harm 
the military,” he wrote. “It didn’t matter that 
scholars already knew that the Pentagon wasn’t 
telling the truth. The key was to get the Ameri-
can people to understand.”

Missing from those conversations were the 
some 15,500 (according to Belkin) transgen-
der service members currently in the various 
branches of the military. 

“The whole [LGB] community—and I include 
myself—really left the trans* community be-
hind during the ‘Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell’ (DADT) 
repeal,” Belkin told Windy City Times. “That’s 
just not acceptable. As far as I can tell, the 
ban on transgender service members is the only 
part of the whole federal government that re-
quires discrimination. It’s time to get rid of the 
trans* ban.” 

Introduced to the audience by Jean Al-
bright—who served for 20 years in the United 
States Air Force and is a member of the Ameri-
can Veterans for Equal Rights (AVER)—Belkin 
described the transgender ban as one of the 
most “odious sights in American democracy 
and American citizenship.”

“Here is a case where federal regulation re-
quires the state to go after a class of people 
just for who they are,” he said. “That—to me—
is a very dangerous precedent. That cheapens 
the meaning if citizenship when we maintain 
policies that force the government to go after 
people who haven’t done anything wrong.” 

Of further concern to Belkin are the lives 
transgender service members are forced to 
lead. “They have to lie about who they are,” 
he said.  “They can’t access medically neces-
sary health care and they can’t even get into 
the military if recruiters find out that they’re 
trans*.” 

Belkin also pointed out a critical differ-
ence between the trans* ban and DADT: “The 
transgender prohibition is a regulation, not a 
statute. That is critically important because 
that means President Obama or Secretary of 
Defense [Chuck] Hagel could get rid of it with 
the stroke of a pen.”

Those prohibitions on transgender enlist-
ment and retention in the military revolve 

chiefly around perceived medical and psycho-
logical issues. 

In April 2014, a Defense Department spokes-
man told Windy City Times, “Policies on mili-
tary personnel and health care regarding 
transgender members are intended to meet the 
needs of the services, which include the ability 
to deploy to and serve in austere environments 
with limited [and perhaps no] access to medi-
cal care for prolonged periods on little or no 
notice.”

“The people who wrote the medical regula-
tions did so behind closed doors,” Belkin said. 
“These regulations have language that’s, in 
some cases, 30 years old. So, in one sense, 
there is no official rationale for the transgen-
der ban.” 

He noted that, in several legal cases, the 
United States military defended its ban on the 
grounds that “cross-sex hormone therapy is 
just too complicated to administer. A trans* 
service member could lose their medications.” 

Belkin went on to say that the military 
claims gender affirming surgery “is too com-

plicated and we basically can’t be bothered 
to develop the expertise. In terms of mental 
health, being transgender is a mental illness 
and we can’t allow a mentally ill population to 
serve in uniform.” 

Version five of the Diagnostic and Statisti-
cal Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) no longer 
lists transgender people as suffering from a 
mental disorder. 

Among Belkin’s audience members were Jim 
Darby and Patrick Bova, who were quintessen-

tial figures not only in the fight for marriage 
equality but in the repeal of DADT. They told 
Windy City Times they are similarly committed 
to seeing the trans* ban removed. 

“Everybody helped us when we had our 
fight,” Darby said. “Now it’s our turn to help 
them.”

For more information on the work of the 
Palm Center, visit http://www.palmcenter.org/. 
For more information on American Veterans for 
Equal Rights (AVER), visit http://aver.us/.

aaron belkin talks about 
ending military trans* ban

Aaron Belkin. 
Photo by hal Baim
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By JEAn ALBrIGhT
 
More than 300 LGBT and allied journalists came 
to Chicago Aug. 20-23 for the National Lesbian 
& Gay Journalists Association (NLGJA) annual 
convention and 10th annual LGBT Media Sum-
mit. There were keynote speakers, dozens of 
workshops, awards and social events around 
the city.
 The LGBT Media Summit Aug. 20 featured two 
plenaries with local and national experts. The 
first, “Transgender Journalists and Transgen-
der Coverage in LGBT Media,” was moderated 
by Fiona Davis. Joining her on the panel were 
journalists Gretchen Rachel Blickensderfer, 
Christina Kahrl, Parker Molloy and Andre Perez. 
They discussed a wide range of issues related 
to transgender coverage and transgender re-
porters in both LGBT and mainstream media.
 The second plenary, “The Future of Journal-
ism Funding: Foundation Funding,” was moder-
ated by Cheryl Corley from NPR. The audience 
heard from panelists Mark Hallett of McCormick 
Foundation, Barbara Raab of Ford Foundation, 
and John Bracken of Knight Foundation.
 The day also included panels on African-
Americans in LGBT media (Alan Bell, Andrew 
Davis, Lenox Magee and Kirk Williamson), les-
bian media (Trish Bendix, Sarah Toce and Tracy 
Baim), sports coverage (Christina Kahrl, Kate 
Fagan, Michelle Garcia and Ross Forman), HIV/
AIDS reporting (Mark King, Kellee Terrell, Jeff 

Berry, Johnathon Briggs), online reporting 
(Noah Michaelson, Camille Beredjick), data-
based journalism (Howard Goldberg), young 
journalists (Beredjick, Derrick Clifton, Kaitlyn 
Jakola, Zach Wichter), and radio reporting 
(Anna DeShawn, Scott Duff, Fausto Fernos and 
Art Sims). Cathy Renna and Chuck Colbert mod-
erated several of the workshops.
 The first day of the main summit started 
with “Diversity Hits and Misses: How Media 
Outlets Cover Diversity Within the LGBT Com-
munity, “moderated by Renna. Panelists were 
former NFL player Wade Davis, WBEZ reporter 
Natalie Moore and journalist Jose Antonio Var-
gas. Later that day, a panel looked at Chicago 
politics, and also addressed issues in Ferguson, 
Missouri.
 Friday night, there were social events, in-
cluding a popular women’s night out at the 
Keith House and a party at Scarlet bar.
 The Saturday program started with the Mi-
chael Triplett Speakers Series. Speakers were 
The Right Rev. Gene Robinson (Episcopal) and 
the Rev. Dr. Guy Erwin (Lutheran), and the 
moderator was NPR’s Jason DeRose. This dis-
cussion centered on religious issues and the 
LGBT community. The program was designed in 
memory of the late NLGJA President Michael 
Triplett, who died in January 2013.
 After more workshops, ESPN NBA editor Kev-
in Arnovitz interviewed out NBA player Jason 
Collins at a luncheon at the Palmer House Ho-

tel, which hosted the conference. Collins gra-
ciously posed for many photos with attendees, 
and then he spoke on his experience as an out 
athlete in the National Basketball Association.
 Saturday night’s keynote speaker was NPR’s 
Scott Simon, with entertainment by Chicago’s 
Miss Foozie. Awards for various journalism 
categories were handed out during the con-
ference, including for Excellence in Opinion/
Editorial Writing to Windy City Times Publisher 
Tracy Baim for her editorial “The Content of 
Our Character: Trayvon Martin and Us.” Baim 
was also among three inductees into the NLGJA 
LGBT Journalists national Hall of Fame. Other 
2014 Hall of Fame inductees were Lisa Keen, a 
longtime Washington Blade editor, and Donna 
Cartwright, a longtime New York Times copy 
editor who is among the first out transgender 
journalists in the country.
 Additional awardees included Chris Geidner 
of BuzzFeed as journalist of the year. Lila Sha-
piro of The Huffington Post received the Sarah 
Pettit Memorial Award, and Mark King of My 
Fabulous Disease received the Excellence in 
Blogging award.
 The NLGJA board president is Jen Chris-
tensen, a former Chicago-area resident who 
works for CNN in Atlanta. The new NLGJA ex-
ecutive director is Adam Pawlus, a former Chi-
cagoan.
 NLGJA celebrates its 25th anniversary in 
2015 with its 23rd annual conference to be 
held in San Francisco Sept. 3-6.
 See Windy City Times online for extensive 
reporting, photos and videos from the nLGJA 
conference. Search for the keyword “nLGJA” 
(without quotes).

lGbt journalists convene in Chicago
Speaker Mark king.

Above: rev. dr. Guy Erwin (left) and The 
right rev. Gene robinson. Below: hall of 
fame inductees Tracy Baim and Lisa keen.

African-Americans in LGBT media panel: 
kirk Williamson, Alan Bell, Lenox Magee and 
Andrew davis.

The radio panel featuring Anna deShawn, Art Sims, Cathy 
renna, fausto fernos and Scott duff.

Cheryl Corley of nPr with foundation funding panelists: knight’s John 
Bracken, and front: McCormick’s Mark hallett and ford’s Barbara raab.

nBA star Jason Collins 
with The right rev. Gene 
robinson. All photos by 

hal Baim and Tracy Baim

Transgender media panel, from left: Parker Molloy, Gretchen 
Blickensderfer, Andre Perez, Christina kahrl and moderator 
fiona dawson. 

online media panel: Cathy renna, noah 
Michaelson, Michael Crawford and Camille 
Beredjick. 

hIV/AIdS in the media panel: Jeff Berry, 
Johnathon Briggs, Mark king and kellee 
Terrell.

Sports panel: Michelle Garcia, kate fagan, 
Chuck Colbert, Christina kahrl and ross 
forman.

The “being authentic on TV” panel with Maria Santana, Tom 
Skilling, Matt horn, Sean Lewis and zachary Lashway.
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By MATT SIMonETTE

Members of North Side Action for Justice and 
Gay Liberation Network were among about 35 
people picketing Aug. 24 in front of Ald. James 
Cappleman’s office, 4660 N. Broadway, as the 
alderman welcomed supporters for an event 
launching his bid for re-election.

The protestors crowded the sidewalk in front 

of the office as Cappleman’s guests arrived; his 
staffers flanked each side of the office door as 
the crowd gathered. Among those who arrived 
for the event were Cappleman’s husband, Rich-
ard Thale, and state Sen. Heather Steans.

Protesters said that they were there to call 
out the alderman for escalating aggression to-
ward the 46th Ward’s poor residents.

“We, as LGBT people, can’t stand aside as he 

puts himself forward as a ‘former social worker’ 
and gay alderman and attacks most LGBT, and 
non-LGBT, people in this ward who are not 
wealthy,” said Andy Thayer of Gay Liberation 
Network. “The LGBT community is sharply di-
vided by class, and no one epitomizes that 
more than Cappleman with his pro-developer 
bias.”

Activist Ryne Poelker, who organized the 
protest, added that the start of election sea-
son was “the perfect time” to call attention 
to that bias. He maintained that Cappleman’s 
top donors are real-estate developers, among 
them mogul Jay Michael—who has purchased 
many North Side buildings with the intention 
of taking them upscale—as well as agent Mark 
Zipperer.

Poelker added that the protestors also want-
ed to get Cappleman to back away from “his 
attacks on the poor residents of the area.”

Protester Julie Rush, a licensed clinical pro-
fessional counselor, added, “The way he uses 
the letters behind his name hurts me and the 
people I work with.”

Addressing the crowd, Poelker said the alder-

man stood for what he called “my own version 
of the golden rule—he who has all the gold 
gets to make the rules.”

Tempers flared a bit during the protest when 
one man, who said he lived inside the building 
above Cappleman’s office, told the protestors 
to go away. He confronted many of the activ-
ists, defending Cappleman, and at one point 
stood in the center of the picket line, yelling 
obscenities and insults in tempo with the pro-
testors’ chants. Although the man complained 
to a police officer about the protest, the officer 
said that the protestors had the right to be 
there.

In a comment to Windy City Times, Capple-
man said, “I welcome any form of discussion 
and support the right of those protesting. My 
only disappointment is that the information 
being disseminated during this protest was not 
factual. Any ward resident who wants to dis-
cuss issues facing our city and our community 
is more than welcome to stop by my office and 
have a conversation with me or my staff. I host 
open office hours on Monday night.”

protesters congregate at
Cappleman election kickoff

Protesters outside Cappleman event. Photo by Matt Simonette

LESBIAN-LIKE WOMEN 
OF THE 1800s

A LECTURE AT 

German historian Ingeborg Boxhammer will be in Chicago to 
lecture on her research into the lives of suffragists Margarete 

Herz (1872-1947) and Helene Wolff (1871-1917).
 

During the German Empire the dentists Margarete Herz and Helene 
Wolff were founding members of the local Women’s Suffrage 

Association in Bonn in 1909, in which they were active together with the 
publicist and fighter for women’s suffrage Johanna Elberskirchen (1864-

1943).

Boxhammer is co-administrator of the website 
www.lesbengeschichte.org since 2005.

Thursday, 
August 28
6-8 PM 
$5 suggested donation

SPONSORED BY

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

SAME-SEX WEDDINGS
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

petition seeks gay 
church employee’s 
reinstatement
By MATT SIMonETTE

An online petition is asking that a gay man 
who was fired from his job at an Inverness 
church after he announced that he was marry-
ing his partner be given his job back.

Colin Collette was, until July, director of wor-
ship at Holy Family Catholic Church. He was 
fired from his position, which he’d been in for 
17 years, after he and his partner, William Ni-
fong, announced that they were engaged over 
social media.

Several parishioners at Holy Family vehe-
mently objected to the firing. Collette and 
Nifong maintained they socialized as a couple 

with many in the church community, including 
the pastor who ultimately fired Collette.

The Archdiocese of Chicago made no ex-
cuses for the firing, explaining in a statement, 
“Those that serve as Ministers of the Church, 
including worship ministers, are expected to 
conform their lives publicly with the teachings 
of the Church.”

According to the petition, circulated by Holy 
Family members and directed at church offi-
cials, “Colin Collette is a devoted servant of the 
church and beloved by parishioners. Firing him 
for his plans to marry his partner after years of 
living openly is hypocritical and unjust. We ask 
that you immediately apologize and offer Colin 
his job back.”

The petitioners have obtained approximately 
20,000 signatures. The petition is at http://
act.faithfulamerica.org/sign/colincollette.

http://www.keithhousechicago.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the u.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —david Marshall, research 
director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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VIEWPOINTs

before we go 
moving the 
pride parade...
As someone who has lived in Chicago on and 
off for 22 years this summer, and who owns a 
business with my partner that just celebrated 
10 years here in Lake View East, I am proud to 
call this city and the Boystown neighborhood 
my chosen home. Even so, like many, I have 
also been observing some of the changes going 
on around us over the last few years with great 
personal interest and concern.

Since I remain active in the community, I 
often hear percolating discussions within the 
LGBT community at large, regarding both busi-
ness owners and residents, about the issues 
that we collectively face. Of late, that has cen-
tered on discussions about whether to relocate 
the Chicago Pride Parade. 

While I definitely applaud Ald. Tom Tunney 
for fielding a survey to the community as to 
whether they believe the parade should be re-
located from Lakeview/Uptown to downtown, 
I think there are a few critical points that are 
truly important to consider before taking such 
a step. Know that the Pride Parade is not a huge 
day for our own business, so it is less about 
how it affects my particular business than it is 
about the larger issues at hand. Hopefully, this 
is the start of a respectful, constructive com-
munity discussion. 

1) Legacy and locus of our community: When 
Mayor Richard M. Daley worked with the LGBT 
community to designate the Halsted corridor of 
“Boystown” as an LGBT heritage site—which 
included rainbow pylons, the Legacy Walk with 
plaques and such—it made national news and 
was featured in The New York Times, if I re-
call correctly. That was for a reason, as it was 
groundbreaking and it established a home 

space for our community, regardless of how 
gay-friendly and dispersed our community has 
become across town. 

Taking the Pride Parade out of Boystown 
would be a major step backward, in my opin-
ion, and there would be a tangible detriment 
to area businesses, from hotels to retail shops 
to restaurants and entertainment venues. Will 
it really be safer and easier downtown at such a 
cost to the legacy community? Or are we push-
ing water around? This comes at a time when 
many businesses in Boystown could use the 
boost more than ever and there are also a num-
ber of new business investments that depend 
on the LGBT dollar.

2) Before moving the parade, first amend the 
planning status quo: The level of frustration 
in the community about the lack of transpar-
ency (bordering on secrecy) in planning the 
Pride Parade, has reached the point where it is 
palpable. For many, it was hard to understand 
how—in a year where marriage equality was 
passed—the people instrumental in making it 
a reality in Illinois were overlooked to serve as 
grand marshal. It was just one of many times 
over the past years when folks had questions 
about the management of this largest LGBT an-
nual event, and had no one to ask.

While many of us applaud the volunteerism 
that has gone into the years of putting on this 
parade by the folks who have done it, the time 
has long passed for this to be a cabal of a few 
planning for the many. That said, it should 
also not be an infomercial for any particular 
agenda, but it needs to be an inclusive com-
munity process. 

Having served as an executive with the 
Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce during 
some years when things went wrong in terms 
of crowd control, accidents, etc., it was clear 
that this project is way beyond the scope that 
was/is manageable for a select few, nor was/is 
it appropriate for just a few to make decisions 
for the many without input. I would posit that 
the model probably needs to change. I would 
address the people who run this but I do not 
know them nor do I know how to contact them, 
and I am troubled that this information isn’t 
readily available.

3) Time to start a larger community dialogue: 
Over the last few years, there has been so much 
vitriol over broader issues of safety and the fu-

ture of our community at a time when we have 
been also been achieving our well-deserved 
rights and evolving into the next phase of our 
community’s history. 

This affects businesses, service/medical/
rights/arts organizations and the community 
that consumes their services. There are plenty 
of reasons for both optimism and concern, but 
there is also uncertainty and a dearth of finan-
cial and human resources. It is my hope that 
all the organizations and businesses, chambers 
of commerce and neighborhoods can check the 
egos and agendas at the door, and consider 
a strategic approach to what constitutes the 
structure and resource allocation necessary for 
this bright future. 

Some of that may mean streamlining and 
some of it may mean reimagining, dissembling 
or investing. The problem is determining who 
leads. Perhaps there are (too) many cooks in 
this “kitchen” and no one person perceived as 
the leader? In my eyes, our collective future 
needs to be sorted out. If others agree, they 
have to vocalize it and offer to step up and be 
a part of shaping things. It is not enough to 
cast stones. Volunteerism is hard but it is what 
has built our community since the beginning.

I don’t pretend to come with all the answers 
and I am not intending to in any way discount 
the amazing work, commitment and achieve-
ment on the part of so many for so long for so 
many causes. I hear these same thoughts being 
discussed consistently across the city and by 
people of many different ages, races, socioeco-
nomic means, etc., but it doesn’t seem to find 
its way into an elevated discourse. 

Being the kind of person who communicates 
what is on my mind, I decided to put myself 
out there on this with an eye toward solutions. 
I am happy to be a part of the dialogue, but 
these are issues that are not solved by indi-
viduals but rather by collaborative community 
teams. Thanks for your consideration and I 
hope these thoughts provoke some construc-
tive conversations and actions on the part of 
Chicago’s LGBT community, regardless of where 
we live. I also hope that first and foremost we 
are thoughtful and deliberate before relocating 
a cornerstone event that is designed to cel-
ebrate what unites us.

LETTERs
By the numbers

In response to Michael O’Connor’s recent letter 
(“An uncertain future,” http://www.windycity-
mediagroup.com/lgbt/LETTERS-An-uncertain-
future/48733.html), I’d like to expound on the 
information Mr. O’Connor received. 

As part of our ongoing effort to effectively 
respond to HIV/AIDS in the City, the Chicago 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) tracks HIV 
prevalence and new diagnoses. We release sur-
veillance data reports each year so the public 
understands the current state of HIV/AIDS and 
our partner organizations can use that informa-
tion to determine their priorities and outreach. 

We provide this data by community area, not 
by ward. This is because community areas pro-
vide a more accurate and specific look at the 
disease in our city—there are 77 community 
areas in Chicago, versus only 50 wards. Com-
munity areas are more reflective of the identity 
and culture of Chicago’s neighborhoods, where-
as wards are political boundaries that may cut 
through several different neighborhoods and 
often change over time.  
 Presenting HIV data by community allows 
CDPH to pinpoint the distinct and sometimes 
stark differences in HIV infection among Chi-
cago communities. For example, parts of both 

Uptown and Lakeview fall into the 46th Ward 
but the average HIV infection rate is more than 
35-percent higher in Uptown. In addition, 
Lakeview falls into at least three wards other 
than the 46th.
 For more information on HIV in Chicago and 
to view the 2013 HIV/STI Surveillance Report, 
please visit www.cityofchicago.org/health. 

Marjani Williams
CDPH, Information Coordinator, HIV/STI

Tunney business

I think this year’s Pride Parade had a larger 
attendance than last year, and appeared to be 
a lot more controlled equaling a safer environ-
ment.
 Yet, there is something very troubling to me 
about who is making decisions for the Pride 
Parade as was indicated by 44th Ward Ald. Tom 
Tunney’s recent comments concerning if the 
Pride Parade should be kept in Lake View.
 The Pride Parade brings much-needed rev-
enue—not only to the Lake View LGBT com-
munity, but also to parts of the 46th Ward 
and both wards’ business communities. What’s 
next—petty bickering between these two al-
dermen [Tunney and 46th Ward Ald. James 

Cappleman] over control?
 Tunney seems to think the parade is a neigh-
borhood event, which it is not. It is no more 
a neighborhood event than Chicago’s Air and 
Water Show. Like the Pride Parade, the Air and 
Water Show is independent of any aldermanic 
control. Why should the Pride Parade be any 
different?
 People who attend and participate in the pa-
rade come from a variety of places. For many in 
the LGBTA community, this is a cultural event 
that spans the diversity of our community.
 The other problem aggravating the situation 
is the lack of organization of the Pride Commit-
tee. Chicago deserves to have a fully functional 
LGBT Pride Committee, to include full financial 
accountability.
 I am not saying the alderman should not 
have input. However, the ward organizations 
should have representatives from the Pride 
Committee sitting on the ward subcommittees 
for good communication. The Pride Commit-
tee should have independence to reflect the 
LGBT communities without patrician political 
involvement.

Joe Murray 
Chicago

GREG
O’NEILL
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The documentary To Be Takei takes on the life of out actor/activist George Takei. See page 14.  
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THEATER DISH

OH, MY!

Image 
courtesy of
Facets
Cinémathèque

By SCoTT C. MorGAn
        
Transgender performance artist Rebecca Kling 
is returning once again to perform in the Chi-
cago Fringe Festival, which runs from Thursday, 
Aug. 28, through Sunday, Sept. 7. 

Just like last year, the 5th Annual Chicago 
Fringe Festival plays the Jefferson Park neigh-
borhood centralized near the intersection of 
Milwaukee and Lawrence Avenues. It’s a neigh-
borhood that Kling feels has been more con-
venient to audiences and to the 48 incoming 
theater companies that will be serving up more 
than 200 performances in five venues.

“As much as I love Pilsen (where the Fringe 
Festival was held in its first three years), there 
were a lot of frustrations. The venues were 
further apart and that was a really big issue, 
while some of the specific venues had limi-
tations,” Kling said, marveling at the conve-
nience of catching show after show among the 
more compactly clustered venues in Jefferson 
Park. “At the Fringe Central where people sort 
of hang out, in Jefferson Park we’re able to be 
connected to a bar and we’re able to go later 
and we’re able to have food and drink and that 
makes it an easier environment.”

Thanks to a diversity initiative within the 
Chicago Fringe Festival, Kling considers herself 
lucky to have been included in so many festi-
vals to perform her solo work about her experi-
ence as a transgender woman. Her latest show 
is titled Something Something New Vagina and 

it’s all about a really big transition in her life.
“This past December, I had gender-reassign-

ment surgery, so I had my penis changed by 
modern medical magic into a vagina; obviously, 
that was a big life stage and event in my life, 
and so as I was looking forward toward the 
Fringe Festival this year, I knew that was go-
ing to be something that I would want to pro-
cess for myself, process for an audience,” Kling 
said. “There’s a lot of misinformation out there 
about trans identity and even more there’s just 
a lot of misunderstanding. … So it’s good hav-
ing an opportunity to share I don’t want to 
say “the real experience,” but certainly “a real 
experience.”

And as in Kling’s past performance art pieces, 
she intends to conclude her show with anoth-
er of her standard Q&A striptease sessions to 
hopefully help break down fears some people 
might have about trans bodies. Last year, Kling 
mentioned that she never ended a show with-
out being naked.

Another prominent local production involved 
in the festival is from the free-access Oracle 
Productions, which recently won the 2014 
Broadway in Chicago Emerging Theater Award. 
Directed and conceived by Ben Fuschen, This 
House Believes the American Dream is at the 
Expense of the American Negro is essentially a 
reenactment of a famed 1965 Cambridge Union 
debate between out African-American author 
and activist James Baldwin and conservative 
columnist William F. Buckley Jr. And the audi-

ence at each performance will ultimately de-
cide which speaker wins the debate.

Fuschen created the piece to time with the 
50th anniversary of the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act, and to hopefully expose more peo-
ple to Baldwin’s significant work.

“If you cursorily read up on Baldwin, you’ll 
know that he is one of the more famous writers 
and activists of the Civil Rights era,” Fuschen 
said. “And at the same time, he is a person who 
is disappearing from American classrooms. He’s 
being taught less and less, and I was intro-
duced to his work far too late in my life. I feel 
that I would have benefited a lot from reading 
Baldwin a lot earlier from when I first did.”

Other works in the Chicago Fringe Festival 
that touch upon gender and sexuality include:

—Jen Freeman as Po’ Chop performing Black 
as Eye Wanna Be, a burlesque look at oppres-
sion and victory concerning African-American 
women musicians throughout history.

—Rose Freeman as Alrosa performing Er’Man, 
an interactive vaudeville-inspired work picking 
apart the medieval morality play Everyman.

—Siobhan O’Loughlin from Everything is Ev-
erywhere performing Natural Novice, a explo-
ration of a women’s identity through her hair 
style.

—Kayla Lane Freeman & Sara Faye Richmond 
performing Angle Boots: absurd miniature 
memoirs, which aims to explore issues of femi-
nism, body image and sexuality through surreal 
performance art of the 1960s and ’70s.                        

The Chicago Fringe Festival, presented by 
Blue Moon, runs Aug. 28-Sept. 7 at these five 
venues: Stinking Onion Stage and Deep Dish 
Stage (Congregational Church of Jefferson Park 
Gymnasium and Meeting Hall at 5320 W. Gid-
dings St.), Ketchup-less Stage (The Gift The-
atre, 4802 N. Milwaukee Ave.), Lake Effect 
Stage (Youth Company Chicago, 5340 W. Law-
rence Ave.) and the Early & Often Stage (Mag-
nolia Banquet Hall, 4751 N. Milwaukee Ave.)

Entrance is a one-time $5 festival button 
purchase, and then each subsequent perfor-
mance is $10 each. There are also multiple 
show passes available with five for $45, 10 for 
$80 or an unlimited admission pass for $175. 
Each venue has its own box office before per-
formances, though the box office for the en-
tire festival is at Fringe Central, also known 
as Fischman’s Liquors, 4780 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Fringe artists and performers receive 100 per-
cent of the ticket sales they generate by their 
appearance. For more information, visit www.
chicagofringe.org.

SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Fifth ‘Fringe’ festival
features diversity of
shows, performers

rebecca kling. Photo by Christa Belle Martin
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THEATER REVIEW

On the Town
Playwrights: Leonard Bernstein (music), 
Betty Comden & Adolph Green (book/lyrics), 
Jerome robbins (idea/choreography)
At: The Marriott Theatre, 
1 Marriott dr., Lincolnshire
Tickets: 847-634-0200; 
www.MartiottTheatre.com; 
$40-$48 (plus tax/fees)
runs through: oct. 12

By JonAThAn ABArBAnEL

Chicago has enjoyed excellent new summertime 
productions of Brigadoon (Goodman Theatre) 
and A Fiddler on the Roof (Light Opera Works), 
but another classic Broadway musical, On the 
Town, blows them out of the water. 

It bursts with jazzy musical insouciance, a 
delightful and athletic cast and the unstop-
pable high spirits of the talents who created 
it in 1944. True, the familiar boy-meets-girl 
story is much thinner than Brigadoon or Fid-
dler (even more so in this somewhat-revised 
version), but Leonard Bernstein’s musical chal-
lenges, the large cast and need for six sing-
ing/dancing leads make On the Town a rarely 
produced show. (This is the first production in 
my 45 years on the Chicago scene as actor, dra-
maturge and critic.) Meanwhile, a recent pro-
duction in another city is Broadway-bound—I 
wish it were this one.
 On the Town is based on Jerome Robbins’ bal-
let Fancy Free, with music by Bernstein, cre-
ated in 1944 and within months expanded into 
a greatly altered full Broadway musical com-
edy rich with Robbins’ then-new vocabulary of 
jazz dance and an enlarged Bernstein score to 
accommodate songs, among them the iconic 
opening/closing number, “New York, New York, 
a helluva’ town.” On the Town was the first 
Broadway triumph for its four collaborators, 
none more than 30 years old. Their youthful 
exuberance literally bubbles into the audience. 
It’s impossible not to enjoy this silly, improb-
able, endearing yet dashing show about three 
American sailors during World War II with a 24-
hour leave in New York City.
 Director David H. Bell, choreographer Alex 
Sanchez and musical director Ryan T. Nelson 
(all three veteran Marriott artists) are at the 
top of their game with On the Town. The pace 
is fast, the dance dazzling, and the 11-piece 
orchestra rock-solid. David Siegel’s brilliant re-
ductions of the original orchestrations are hot 
with brasses and sweet with woodwinds. With 
its constantly-changing New York locales, On 
the Town is uniquely suited to the flexibility 
of an in-the-round theater, greatly assisted by 
Thomas M. Ryan’s colorful scenic design (and 
Jesse Klug’s lighting) which effectively em-

ploys a full-stage turntable.
 But it’s the young and handsome cast (and a 
few older veterans) that really sells the show 
with indefatigable energy, smiles to spare and 
convincing delivery of even the most cornball 
lines. The only question about sailors Seth 
Danner, Jeff Smith and Max Clayton is which 
one is cutest in his sailor suit! Among their 
femmes fatales, Marya Grandy sings and clowns 
to scene-stealing perfection, Johannie McK-
enzie Miller supplies high society glamor and 
Alison Jantzie offers sincerity you can love. All 
six are deft-to-sensational dancers and singers 
with strong comedy chops, but just when you 
think it’s all laughs they pull off a tender num-
ber such as “Lonely Town” and “Some Other 
Time” to give the show heart. Please, don’t 
miss this long-missing treasure. 

THEATER REVIEW

Stupid Fucking Bird
Playwright: Aaron Posner 
At: Sideshow Theatre Company 
at the Biograph, 2433 n. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; 
www.victorygardens.org; $20-$25
runs through: Sept. 21

By MAry ShEn BArnIdGE

Don’t be fooled by the publicity promoting this 
adaptation of The Seagull as a deconstructive 
farce on the order of Inspecting Carol. Aaron 
Posner’s surprisingly smart gloss on Anton 
Chekhov’s seminal 19th-century Russian drama 
reads more as live-action script analysis, track-
ing its source’s subtextual dynamics unencum-
bered by period social and environmental fac-
tors. 
 The entourage attached to popular film and 
TV actress Emma Arkadina may now dwell in 
the modern world, but what remains the same 
is their inability to express what’s on their 
minds, making for utterances riddled with ver-
bal place-holders like “you know,” “sort of” 
and that favorite modifier, “fuck.” (The title 
of the play derives from someone asking Con-
rad if the dead fowl he carries is a seagull, to 
which he replies, “I don’t know! It’s a stupid 
fucking BIRD!”) To combat these obstacles, 
Posner graciously orchestrates opportunities 
for soliloquies launched—and frequently in-
terrupted—from the obsessively egotistical 
introspection currently in fashion, and for oc-
casional assertions worded in echolalic affirma-
tions of objectives. His characters also revel 

in the candor rendered permissible by relaxed 
post-millennium artistic censorship—stripping 
down to their underwear when pursuit of their 
goals deems such tactics necessary. 
 These goals, ironically, are likewise unvary-
ing—lending fresh credence to author Doyle 
Trigorin’s assertion that nothing be declared 
worthy of consideration until it has endured 
for a hundred years. Conrad, Emma’s play-
wright son, may profess—in rants of operatic 
proportions—to change the world through 
art, but his agony always ends in his yearning 
for muse-next-door Nina Zachary. Alack, Nina 
is groupie-hot for the aforementioned Doyle, 
who is Emma’s unprotesting consort (though 
not immune to a mid-life fling with a willing 
fan). In the meantime, cook-housekeeper Mash 
Amberson burns for master Conrad, while nerdy 
best-buddy Dev Dylan pines for the surly goth-
girl servant and old uncle Eugene wonders why 
he can’t share in all the emotional extrava-
gance.
 Chekhov has been examined extensively this 
season, what with being sent to Afghanistan 
and relocated to Lincoln Park (with more to 
come in 2015), but never does Posner’s irrever-
ent insights or those of the intrepid ensemble 
secured for this Sideshow Theatre production 
stoop to juvenile mockery, even during such 
verging-on-caricature spectacles as a baroque 
full-cast oratorio of “I want” testimonials, or 
the gloomy serenades of the ukulele-plucking 
Mash. The results may not fulfill Conrad’s dream 
of inspiring us to “live better or fuller,” but 
they go far to redeem decades of scholarly ob-
fuscation and misguided reverence imposed 
upon Chekhov’s bemused look at his foolish 
contemporaries.

THEATER REVIEW

Witch Slap!
Playwright: Jeff Goode
At: Babes With Blades at 
raven Theatre, 6157 n. Clark St.
Tickets: 773-904-0391; 
www.babeswithblades.org; $20
runs through: Sept. 20 

By MAry ShEn BArnIdGE

The annual Joining Sword and Pen compe-
tition challenges its contestants to write a 
play based on a specified graphic image of 
women portrayed in a martial context. Last 
year’s chosen visual, however, was Gabriella 
Boros’ grotesque painting of two masked and 
hooded figures engaging in a brand of sur-
gery resembling a Three Stooges stunt gone 
Jacobean. Prize winner Jeff Goode attempts 
to salvage a reading on this cryptic situation 
rendering its gruesome content palatable to 
modern audiences, and for the most part, he 
succeeds.
 Taking his cue from the conical hats worn 
by the perpetrators, our author starts by de-
claring them to be witches—and where there 
are witches, you usually find witch hunters. 
The hysterical mobs in colonial Salem this 
time, ironically, are more intent on accus-
ing one another of satanic activity than 
disturbing the genuine sorceresses bunkered 
into the village Crone’s cozy cottage. Be-
sides its withered owner and her addlepated 
apprentice, the weird sisters include sexy-
witch Jezebella, slinky-witch Minerva and 
buckskin-clad warlock Widow Gumdrops. 
Before they can ensure their safety, though, 
their sanctuary is interrupted by the pious 
Goody Blunt—clutching a bloodstained 
kitchen cleaver after murdering her abusive 
husband—in search of protection for herself 
and her sullen teenage daughter. 
  Her concern is well-founded. As the roots 
of persecution in greed, exploitation and 
suspicion become increasingly apparent, the 
civic unrest begins to infect those most vul-
nerable to its menace. The coven members 
may be accustomed to settling disputes with 
physical combat, but it comes as a shock 
when Gumdrops shoots Minerva in cold 

blood, even if the corpse is later resurrected 
to lurch about like a Hollywood zombie. 
 That’s right—the grisly spectacle engen-
dered by Cold War-era paranoia is presented 
as slapstick satire, replete with stuffed-toy 
felines attacking from the rafters, a length 
of rope converted into a snake and weighty 
tomes launching themselves off bookshelves. 
Maureen Yasko’s fight design makes the most 
of the limited stage space, and the cast as-
sembled by Delia Ford for this Babes With 
Blades production swaps vaudeville chat 
with precision timing to keep the repartee 
and reversals rolling forth right up to the last 
few minutes, when Goode’s indecision over 
his cynical resolution transforms what begins 
as a lesson far more dark (and much, much 
funnier) than The Crucible into a shaggy-cat 
yarn that coasts to a halt when its teller runs 
out of steam. That said, a 100-minute comic 
romp (including intermission) that delivers 
95 percent of its promise is still worthy of 
admission in these waning days of summer.

on the Town. Photos by Peter Coombs and the Marriott Theatre

CRITICS’ PICKS
hellish half-Light, Mary-Arrchie The-

atre, through Aug. 30. These six beauti-
fully rendered short plays by Nobel laure-
ate Samuel Beckett provide an accessible 
and entertaining doorway to Beckett’s 
sometimes-grim, sometimes-abstract but 
always highly theatrical landscape. JA

Some Men, Pride Films and Plays at Riv-
endell Theatre, through Sept 13. Terrence 
McNally’s chronicle of gay progress over 
the last hundred years is told as a cozy 
snapshot-album series of small moments 
in the lives of anonymous individuals—
but isn’t that what history’s made of? MSB

Churchill, SoloChicago Theatre at the 
Greenhouse, through Sept. 14. Ronald Ke-
aton delivers a memorable portrait of the 
“British Bulldog” whose acerbic wit and 
stirring rhetoric shaped the western world 
for most of the 20th century. MSB

Avenue Q, Mercury Theater Chicago, 
through Oct. 26. This Tony Award-winning 
hit musical that smartly spoofs Sesame 
Street feels right at home at the intimate 
Mercury Theater. And now with an exten-
sion through October, the show is finally 
getting the long Chicago run it really 
should have had when it was brand-new. 
SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

Witch Slap! Photo by Steven Townshend
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THEATER REVIEW

Clemente: 
The Legend of 21
Playwright: Luis Caballero
At: Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-327-5252 
or www.stage773.com; $35
runs through: September 14

By JErry nunn

NightBlue Performing Arts Company now de-
buts Clemente: The Legend of 21 at Stage 773 
for almost a month-long Chicago run. Begin-
ning with record-breaking baseball player Ro-
berto Clemente’s funeral, the story is told in 
flashbacks, starting with the sportsman’s child-
hood memories of playing ball with his older 
brother. 

The young actors who portray the Clemente 
brothers, along with their parents, are immedi-
ate standouts for these early scenes, even with 
a shaky start by the narrator and adult brother, 
portrayed by Carlos Miranda. At the perfor-
mance I attended, at times he sounded like he 
was reading the text instead of remembering 
the past, and was a bit difficult to understand 
sometimes. This will hopefully smooth out over 
the course of the run. 

Half the show is spoken in a Puerto Rican 
dialect and the multicultural cast mastered the 
accent fairly well without being too over the 
top.

The music is completely sung in Spanish and 
seemed more about tradition than catchiness. 
The rendition of the song “Soy Clemente” is 
weak when it needs to be strong to push the 
storyline forward. The emotionally impactful 
songs are mainly kept to the second act, with 
better results.

A few ensemble members have difficulty with 
dance moves in an early number but got back 
on track quickly. Here’s a tip: Don’t look down 
and let your hips do the shaking. 

Ricardo Puente has fun with ‘70s schtick 
playing Clemente’s manager; however, he need-
ed to add a more highs and lows to the charac-
ter to keep him from being cartoonish with the 
gestures and thick accent. 

The storyline does tackle some tough sub-
jects such as racism, ethnic stereotypes and 

gay-bashing during the over two-hour running 
time. The writing is excellent and shows the 
temperament of the hot-headed player, par-
ticularly in a furniture store scene straight out 
of the movie Pretty Woman. 

Modesto Lacen embraces the title role and 
through hard work never chokes at bat when 
he’s allowed to get off the bench and play. 
Co-star Lorraine Velez, who could have been a 
token love interest, has a nice emotional mo-
ment at the close of the first act and maintains 
a powerful stage presence leading to the tragic 
finale. Velez’s wardrobe is a must-see thanks to 
costumer Emma Cullimore, who genuinely has a 
stylish eye for the time period. 

Clemente has a strong cast and a story rich 
in heritage that is important to be told to a 
younger generation who may not know the 
tribulations of some of their past ancestors. 

During opening night, subtitles projected on 
the back screen were not ready. With about the 
half the show being spoken in Spanish, attend-
ees only fluent in English were left in the dark. 
Subtitles are promised for the rest of the run. 

NightBlue made it to second base by press 
night; however, after a few more summer prac-
tices the troupe could possibly hit a home run. 

Clemente: The Legend of 21. Photo by drew 
Peterson
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SECONDCITY.COM • UPComedyClub.com • 312-664-4032

LET US PLAN YOUR  
WEDDING PARTY

BACHELOR/ETTE PARTIES • CUSTOMIZED MENUS • PRIVATE PARTIES

 Dead Writers Theatre Collective gets all dressed up in fancy period dress for three benefit per-
formances of house of Mirth, a theatrical adaptation of Edith Wharton’s classic novel by Dawn 
Keeler. So as you see the rise and fall of Lily Bart in New York society circa 1905, just think at 
how you’re also helping Dead Writers Theatre Collective raise funds for its future productions. 
House of Mirth plays three benefit shows at the Stage 773 Cabaret, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. 
Performances are 7:30 p.m. Friday through Saturday, Aug. 28-30. Tickets are $40 and include 
a complimentary glass of wine; visit www.deadwriters.net for tickets and more information. 
Photo by Charlie McGrath.

SPOTLIGHT

http://www.upcomedyclub.com


Love Is Strange;
To Be Takei; Yves;
film notes
This week in Chicago theaters it’s a queer movie 
trifecta—a rare occasion indeed for Our People 
and one that shouldn’t be missed out on. 

Love Is Strange, from out director Ira Sachs 
(who co-wrote the movie in collaboration with 
Mauricio Zacharias), lives up to the sensational 
advance word following its Sundance premiere 
while Jennifer M. Koot’s To Be Takei, another 
Sundance premiere, is an affectionate portrait 
of actor and LGBT-rights activist George Takei. 
Lastly, Jalil Lespert’s yves Saint Laurent is a 
stylish biopic of the groundbreaking French de-
signer.

Driven by the tour de force performances 
of John Lithgow and Alfred Molina, Love Is 
Strange concerns what happens after the same-
sex couple (played by the two actors) legalizes 
a union of 39 years. A lively wedding recep-
tion at the partner’s Manhattan apartment is 
highlighted by an off-the-cuff performance of 
the R&B standard “Baby (You’ve Got What It 
Takes)” at the piano by George, a music teacher 
(Molina), and Ben, a retired painter (Lithgow). 
Kate (Marisa Tomei), the wife of Ben’s neph-
ew Elliot (Darren Burrows), delivers a speech 
about the power of love learned by observing 
the enduring romance of the grooms, and it 
serves to introduce us to the closeness of the 
characters.

Almost immediately, however, calamity 
strikes: George is fired from his position at 
a Catholic school when word of the marriage 
reaches the anti-gay archdiocese. (Talk about 
a story being ripped from headlines.) The fi-
nances of the duo, given New York’s high cost 
of living, force Ben and George to sell their 
condo and move in with family and friends 
while looking for cheaper housing. Ben takes 
up residence with Elliot, Kate and their teen-
age son Joey (a terrific Charlie Tahan) in their 
Brooklyn apartment while George finds shel-
ter with Ted and Roberto (Cheyenne Jackson 
and Manny Perez), two gay cops who are close 
friends with the couple.

Best intentions are soon tested. Ben’s chatty 
ways drive Kate up the wall and his sharing of 
Joey’s cramped room angers the sullen teen-
ager (who may be gay). George doesn’t have it 
much better sleeping on the couch at Ted and 
Roberto’s, party boys who entertain nightly. 
“Sometimes when you live with people you 
know them better than you want to,” Ben com-
ments to George one evening on the phone 
about the situation. 

Two of the movie’s most poignant scenes 
happen after George reaches his limit. Heed-
less of a rainstorm, he heads over to see a sur-
prised Ben and falls into his arms, sobbing in 
frustration at their plight. Spending the night, 
George and Ben tenderly caress in the lower 
bunk bed in Joey’s room, their soft conversa-
tion and intimacy nearly palpable.

Love Is Strange is filled with scene after 
scene like this—the characters are so expertly 
drawn, so “real,” we become deeply invested in 
the outcome of all of them. Sachs directs with 
great sensitivity and it helps that the movie 
is expertly cast. The chemistry among the ac-
tors—from Lithgow and Molina, down to the 
minor characters—is another asset. Molina has 
given many great, unsung performances (re-
cently in The Normal Heart), as has Lithgow 
(though his acting here is purposely understat-
ed), but they embody these men so completely 
they break our hearts over their quiet dilemma.

In laying out Ben and George’s difficulties, 
the script seamlessly incorporates several other 
themes—the importance of work to an artist 
as well as a place to create it, the boundaries 
of acceptance and the difficulties of love at 
any age, for starters. To its credit, the script 
doesn’t offer easy answers to these complexi-
ties. The movie—which also very cannily omits 
many of the “big scenes” that one would ex-

pect in favor of the delicately rendered small 
moments that are normally overlooked—is also 
a love letter to New York. 

Nearly 25 years after the groundbreaking 
Parting Glances, we have in Love Is Strange a 
quasi-sequel of sorts. That early masterpiece of 
queer urban life also focused on a gay couple 
in a refreshingly realistic manner. Ben and 
George could be those characters as they enter 
their twilight years, their love and commitment 
to each other never in doubt, no matter their 
trials. To suggest that is meant as the highest 
of compliments that the artful, beautifully re-
alized Love Is Strange, a bittersweet love story 
for all audiences, more than merits.*

*The “R” rating for Love Is Strange—which 
has no nudity, no violence and few exple-
tives—once again vividly points out the anti-
gay nature of the MPAA ratings board. This 
perspective continues to be out of step with 
the views of most moviegoers and will hinder 
the film’s ability to reach the wider audience it 
deserves. I urge you to take along your teenage 
children, nephews or nieces so they don’t miss 
out on one of the year’s best films.

Jennifer M. Kroot’s To Be Takei, a biography 
of actor and LGBT activist George Takei, also 
offers an endearing portrait of a long-term 
gay relationship. Brad Takei (formerly Altman), 
George’s husband, is given a lot of screen time 
in the movie and offers some much needed 
yin to George’s yang. Together over 25 years, 
the droll and sharp-tongued Brad often coun-
ters George’s endless sunny, showbizzy public 
persona—a persona carefully crafted after de-
cades working within the Hollywood system.

George Takei (which rhymes with “to be gay,” 
which the actor humorously notes), of course, 
is best known as the original Sulu on the Star 
Trek TV series from the 1960s and the ensuing 
movies. Along with clips from the show, sev-
eral of Takei’s acting comrades are interviewed 
(including a rather sour William Shatner, who 
insists that he and Takei were never more than 
professional colleagues). Takei’s favorite epi-
sode shows him shirtless, wielding a fencing 
sword and running around the Starship Enter-
prise amok, Sulu’s libido momentarily freed—
an ironic commentary on the years the actor 
spent closeted.

“If you’re known as who you are, there are 
consequences,” he says about being closeted 
in order to get acting jobs. It wasn’t until 2005 
that the actor finally “boldly journeyed” to the 
place where he felt comfortable being openly 
gay and he hasn’t looked back since. A frequent 
guest on the Howard Stern radio show, making 
the rounds of political talk shows on behalf of 
his gay activist work, appearing at celebrity 
conventions and posting to his Facebook page 
(which boasts more than 7 million followers), 
the unflappable Takei is one busy guy.

Being of Japanese-American descent, Takei 
has also had to come to terms with the child-
hood trauma of being forced into an intern-
ment camp during WWII along with his family. 
The film’s most compelling moments are when 
Takei vividly recalls the humiliating experience 
(illustrated with vintage newsreel footage), 
one of this country’s most damning missteps. 
Takei’s memories have formed the basis of a 
musical called “Allegiance” that is headed to 
Broadway after he starred in a 2012 critically 
lauded run in San Diego.

Featuring a bevy of familiar faces (Dan Sav-
age, B.D. Wong, et al), To Be Takei is a lively 
and warm tribute to a man whose journey has 
rather surprisingly turned him into a proud rep-
resentative of Our People. The film plays exclu-
sively in Chicago for one week only at Facets 
Cinematheque, 1517 W. Fullerton Ave., begin-
ning Friday, Aug. 29. http://www.facets.org/
cinematheque/films/aug2014/takei.php

Finally, Yves Saint Laurent is a French biopic 
of France’s legendary designer who came to 
the forefront of the fashion industry when he 
became head designer at Christian Dior at the 
tender age of 21. 

At Laurent’s first show for the label in 1957 
he met Pierre Berge, who became his business 
partner and lover. Together, the creative ge-
nius of Laurent (played by Pierre Niney, a dead 
ringer for the young designer) and the business 
acumen of Berge (Guillaume Gallienne) created 
a fashion brand that changed the industry af-
ter YSL left Dior and opened his own house. 
The movie tracks the course of the relation-
ship from both the professional and personal 
viewpoints.

Director Jalil Lespert (who co-wrote the 
script with three other writers) lucked out hav-
ing the full support of Berge, who allowed the 
production access to an eye-popping array of 
vintage YSL couture and cleared the way for 
filming at actual locations. For fashionistas like 
myself, this gives the movie an unprecedented 
glamour (how could it not?), which in some 
ways compensates for the predictability of 
Laurent’s story. The early, sensational triumphs 
in one so young are offset by those inevita-
ble doubts. (“Death must resemble this…lack 
of inspiration,” Yves comments mournfully.) 
These bouts of self-doubt culminate in a ner-
vous breakdown. 

After recovery, long years of debauchery that 
Laurent indulged in follow. This section goes 
on far too long and one wants to get back to 
the designer’s unique artistry, exploring further 
the YSL quote that is shown at the beginning of 
the movie: “Nobody knows where taste comes 
from. We are born alone with it.” However, that 
does not happen and we are left with a movie 
that is stylish—boy, is it stylish—but lacking 
in substance.  

film notes:
Director Bob Fosse’s 1972 musical master-

piece Cabaret—the movie based on queer 
writer Christopher Isherwood’s seminal The 
Berlin Stories and which won Liza Minnelli an 
Oscar—is playing at the Music Box Theatre, 
3733 N. Southport Ave., as part of its mati-
nee series on Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 30-31, at 
11:30 a.m. http://www.musicboxtheatre.com/
features/cabaret

A batch of queer-themed movies—all worth 
adding to your collection—are available in var-
ious incarnations (Blu-ray, DVD, VOD, iTunes) 
this week. They include Ryan Murphy’s sear-
ing The normal heart, Bob Fosse’s autobio-
graphical All That Jazz (a definitive, Criterion 
edition), the sexy and moving Test (available 
for streaming at Vimeo—DVD release com-
ing soon), the comedic Tennessee Queer and 
the sensually provocative I Am happiness on 
Earth.

now available: The Best of Knight at the 
Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book of 
more than 150 of my film reviews from a queer 
perspective for Windy City Times—is now avail-
able. See www.knightatthemovies.com. 

Guillaume Gallienne and Pierre niney in yves Saint Laurent. Image by Thibault Grabherr © 
Tibo & Anouchka/Snd
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By rIChArd knIGhT Jr.

Love Is Strange, which opens in Chicago this 
Friday, Aug. 29, has been receiving critical ac-
claim since its Sundance debut early this year. 

It’s the story of Ben and George, two elderly 
gay men whose 39 years together are put to 
the test after they marry and lose their Man-
hattan apartment—thanks to George losing his 
job at a Catholic school. The openly gay di-
rector Ira Sachs, who co-wrote the script with 
Mauricio Zacharias, was inspired by real-life 
mentors. The acclaimed actors John Lithgow 
and Alfred Molina have the movie roles of a 
lifetime as, respectively, Ben and George (see 
my review this issue) and the film—a gentle, 
bittersweet love story with many other themes 
woven in—is one of the year’s best. 

Sachs, 48, was in Chicago for a screening of 
the film. (One of the movie’s producers is the 
realtor Joe Della Monica, who is also a board 
member of the Center on Halsted). Windy City 
Times sat down with Sachs to discuss Love Is 
Strange and later spoke with Molina about the 
film as well. 

Windy City Times: So much of the mov-
ie happens between the lines, it has the 
subtlety of those small but important mo-
ments—that could have been an alternate 
title even. I love the emphasis on subtlety.

Ira Sachs: I hope to be a subtle, sophisti-
cated storyteller that doesn’t assume that the 
audience can’t catch up to life. Really, you 
want to give an audience everything they need 
and then disappear at the same time so that 
the connection is not between the audience 
and the filmmaker but the audience and the 
characters. 

WCT: As a gay man I love calling this a 
“gay movie,” but I know that can also be 
a pejorative. I embrace that but I think it’s 
more than that.

IS: I run a film series called “Queer Film,” I 
run a mentorship program called “Queer Men-
torship,” and I’m interested in how these terms 
are useful and necessary in cultural building. 
There was something I read about Ozu [the 
Japanese filmmaker]. When his films were made 
they didn’t show in America because they were 
too Japanese. To limit a story based on its ad-
jective is something that I’m not interested in 
doing and it’s not how I approached the film. 
We’re many thousands of things besides and 
including our sexuality.

WCT: right, but it’s good for me to claim 
this and say, “I’m so proud that this man of 
my community made this so the rest of the 
world can see it.”

IS: Yes, I would agree with that. It is certain-
ly one of the ways you could describe the film.

WCT: I love all the generational relation-
ships in the film—especially, having been 
the wacky, artsy gay uncle to many nieces 
and nephews—the one between Ben (John 
Lithgow) and his nephew played by Charlie 
Tahan—who is marvelous, by the way—re-
ally resonated.

IS: I feel like I’ve discovered the next Leon-
ardo DiCaprio [laughs]—he’s incredible. My 
great-uncle was gay and had a partner for 45 
years, and I remember the moment that I real-
ized that they were gay. One was a lawyer and 
one was the head of the art college; I was very 
close to my great-uncle’s partner Ted, who died 
in 1999, and Ted was working on his last piece, 
[an unfinished] sculpture of a teenager with a 
backpack. That was really the inspiration for 
much of the film—that object and what it said 
about creative passion and youth and age. It’s 
inspiring to watch these older artists just hit-
ting their prime. There’s a lot of this movie in 
it.

WCT: George getting fired from his job 
teaching music at a Catholic school is 
straight out of the headlines. It’s going to 
be hard for some to understand why they 
don’t fight back but that just seems to me 
typical of that older generation.

IS: I’m glad you picked up on that because 
that’s just not these guys. I’m not sure why and 
I find that very interesting. What these two 
men have and what I see in a lot of people 
of their generation is this humility that also 
comes from being working people. Alfred (Mo-
lina) comes from an immigrant family in Lon-
don and I think he shares that with George. 
He’s not going to make a fuss and yet from that 
very first scene you know that he’s going to be 
himself and that’s quite powerful.

Alfred Molina now talks about Love Is Strange.
WCT: obviously George is a great role, but 

is part of the appeal of such a role like this 
because we don’t see characters like this 
very often in the movies?

Alfred Molina: Absolutely. It is a great role 
and I responded to it immediately when I read 
it; I loved it. Despite the fact that I’m not gay 
I found so much in George that I could relate 
to—his sensibilities, his prejudices, the fact 
that he’s a little bit persnickety, has a certain 
order in his life. All of those things were very 
resonant for me and, of course, the fact that, 
as you say, you very rarely see stories about 
relationships at this end of the age spectrum—
particularly when it’s a gay couple. 

Those stories are usually reserved for men 
and women who are in the prime of their 
beauty, when they’re young and they’re striv-
ing to find each other and their relationship, 
their place in the world and so on. And there is 
usually some terrible political or cultural crisis 
that affects them both whereas here you have 
two men in their late middle age who have 
lived a very anonymous life. 

WCT: I understand you and John Lithgow 
didn’t have a lot of rehearsal…

AM: We did not, but I’d hate for you to think 
we weren’t prepared.

WCT: no, no, no—obviously, you did pre-
pare but I wonder how much was instinctual 
and how much was planned. Because liter-
ally from that first shot of the two of you in 
bed, we know those characters.

AM: I think our friendship off screen didn’t 
hurt. Bit like chicken soup—can’t do any harm. 
But also because the script was so finished and 
polished. All the little details that you notice 
in the film; the little behavioral details that 
happen in the movie are all in the stage di-
rections. Things like, I get out of bed and do 
my tie in the mirror and Ben walks past me 
and I throw him a little smile—that’s in the 
script. When he said, “I can’t find my glasses, 
where are my glasses” and I whisper under my 
breath, “Oh God, not today please.” That’s all 
indicated and prescribed in the script. It’s fan-
tastic to have that. Even in the silences Ira and 
Mauricio had written these incredibly eloquent 
moments. That’s why I really believe that this 
movie qualifies as a work of art.

WCT: The relationship between John Lith-
gow’s character and his nephew is central 
but also, being a musician myself, I really 
caught the scene with your young piano stu-
dent and the importance of artistic mentors 
is so beautifully done. Can you talk about 
that for a moment?

AM: I had two very influential teachers in my 
life—both of which were at what you would 
call high school. I had a teacher who was the 
first person who took me seriously at when I 
said at the age of 9 or 10 that I wanted to be 
an actor. I remember he said, “I’ll help you in 

every way I can but the minute you drop the 
ball I’m washing my hands of you.” 

[This] sounds a little harsh but it’s the best 
lesson he could have taught me. I didn’t drop 
the ball and neither did he. He took a great 
deal of interest in me up until I graduated at 
18; he looked after me and gave me some great 
examples of what it means to be committed 
to something, to be devoted and dedicated to 
something. 

I think the film itself is a lesson in that 
(when we look at the title Love Is Strange) if 
you think of the word “strange” in the Shake-
spearian sense of being something magical and 
mystical and unexplainable, beyond logic and 
reason, something that hits you in a way that 
you can’t quantify or explain—then love in its 

forms is in the movie. Love of people, love of 
place, work and so on. There’s a small example 
when I am giving the little girl her piano les-
son and the character goes off on a little rev-
erie and comes back, realizing that no matter 
what’s happening in his own life, he can’t di-
lute that. Love of partnerships. 

I think it’s a beautiful message because it’s a 
universal one—whether you’re gay or straight, 
we all love in the same way. Love is love—re-
gardless of who or why or who loves you. Gay 
men and women fall in just the same as anyone 
else and suffer for it and revel in it and are up-
lifted by it and are crushed by it just as much 
as anybody else.

http://www.sonyclassics.com/loveis-
strange/

Love Is Strange director Ira Sachs. Image from Sony Classics

Director Ira Sachs,
star Alfred Molina 
on gay film ‘Love Is Strange’
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By SArAh ToCE

A punctual Wanda Sykes called 15 minutes 
early for her interview and was on the ball im-
mediately. “Was she funny?” “Did she make you 
laugh?” “Was she as hilarious as she seems?” 
All of these questions were posed to me by 
readers after said interview. The truth: Sykes is 
a down-to-earth mama who does comedy for a 
living and loves the hell out of life, but when I 
talked to her she was a normal chick trying to 
get a few words in before her 5-year-old twins, 
Lucas and Olivia, hauled her off into the nearby 
pool.

Sykes, 50, is currently preparing to hit the 
road after a summer hiatus with her family in 
France where her in-laws reside. Married to her 
wife Alex since 2008, Sykes has leveraged her 
fame for the greater good—fighting for same-
sex marriage after her own nuptials were in-
validated in California during Proposition 8, 
education, female empowerment, and politics. 
Even still, everyone needs a minute to regroup 
and enjoy the family.

“Usually I try to take off during July and 
August, because the kids are out of school, 
to spend time with the family. And then Sep-
tember the tour starts back up, so I’m looking 
forward to getting back out on the road,” said 
Sykes.

A mother has to find her own special time 
when she can, and Sykes noted that she finds 
hers while on the road.

“I’m like, “Hey, I don’t follow you to school, 
so don’t follow me to work,” Sykes said. “Oh 
no, no, no, no, no. It’s my time. I get to sleep; 
I get to watch whatever the hell I want to 
watch on TV. It’s the best.”

What does the funny lady do with her kids 
when she’s not on the road?

“Well, we went to France for a couple 
weeks—you know, my wife is French, so we 
go there, see the in-laws and everything. We 
had a really nice time,” Sykes shared. “And, you 
know, basically the kids love a swimming pool, 
so it’s just hanging out, the beach—they have 
quite the life, I must say.”

How does her own upbringing compare to her 
children’s?

“I remember when I was a kid my summers 
were pretty much running around, riding your 
bike, and then complaining about you were 
bored. Yeah, not my kids. They are enjoying 
themselves,” she said.

Having accomplished memorable stints on 
television (Curb Your Enthusiasm, Chris Rock 
Show, The Wanda Sykes Show, Wanda Does It), 
film (Evan Almighty, Ice Age: Continental Drift, 
Rio, Monster-In-Law) stand-up specials (Wanda 
Sykes: Sick and Tired, I’ma Be Me) it might be 
difficult to choose one genre that “just fits” 
best, but not for Sykes.

“It’s great that I get to do so many things, 
like film and TV and stand-up, but stand-up is 
where it all started for me and it’s the thing 
that got me to the TV gigs and the movies and 
the voiceover work and all. So I keep coming 
back to stand-up,” she said. 

As far as hanging up her hat on the prover-
bial rack and stepping off the stage, Sykes said 
… not so much.

“My wife asked me if I ever thought I would 
ever retire from stand-up. And I thought about 
it, and I was like ‘No, because it’s my job, it’s 
what I do, and I enjoy it.’ It’s still the most 
challenging thing for me to do,” she said.

Not that working with a team of comedians 
isn’t fun, too.

“I love working with other actors and other 
people—you know, stand-up—it’s lonely; it’s 
just you out there and the audience. But it’s 

fun working with other actors, I love doing 
that, too,” she said.

Sykes recalled a time when she was heckled 
on stage and turned the situation around into 
something spectacular.

“I was doing a bit and I was talking about 
how the government, how the Republicans cut 
the food stamp program and, you know, just 
how awful that was and some guy yelled out, 
‘Yeah, but those people have iPhones!’ And I’m 
like, ’What?’ And he’s like, ’Yeah, they have 
iPhones.’ And I’m like, ‘Well…how many calo-
ries are in an iPhone?’ What the hell does that 
have to do with what people eat? That just 
drove me nuts.”

What occurred next was priceless.
“So he got up—because everybody was just 

laughing at him and I was just yelling at him, 
telling him how he was an idiot—so he got up 
and left,” Sykes recalled. “When he was walk-
ing out I said, ‘Hey! Make sure you don’t give 
him his money back, because he doesn’t want 
a hand out.’”

Sykes said that everything changes when you 
have children and it’s no different if you’re a 
comedian on a very public stage. 

“Dramatically. It’s changed drastically. I 
would just say that the topics have changed. 
Before, I would just talk about what’s going 
on in my life. Here’s a snapshot of what’s hap-
pening to me or around the world, and since 
the kids it’s still the same technique as far as 
I’m talking about what’s happening, but a lot 
of it is about the kids and the family, because 
they just take over everything, you know? I 
don’t really have the chance to sit down and 
go through articles and everything, the kids 
just take over,” she said.

Still, Sykes maintains her grip on reality and 
the modern world.

“If I’m talking about something current, a 
current issue, or something political, it’s be-
cause I was able to read it when I was on the 
plane getting to the gig. ... A lot of it happens 
when I’m on the road because when I’m home, 
you’re just mom and that’s it. They don’t care; 
they don’t care about your job. ‘I wanna get in 
the pool!’”

With such a tremendous repertoire under her 
belt, it seems that there is nothing this woman 
cannot do. Except there’s something she’s been 
hoping to do for quite some time.

“I would like to do a movie. I would like to 
do that. Do something that maybe, not that I 
wrote, but just like a big part,” she said.

Would the movie be of funny or serious na-
ture?

“Oh, definitely a comedy. No one wants to 
see me serious, come on,” she said. “I don’t 
think anybody wants to see me do the Condo-
leezza Rice story.”

On the subject of female comics, Sykes had 
a few thoughts. 

“I think female comics have it easier now 
[than 10 years ago], because there’s just more 
opportunities. There’s so many more channels. 
We have the Internet—you’re not dependent 
on a network,” she said. “Now, you can just put 
yourself out there on YouTube or whatever. So, 
I guess it’s not just women, it’s gotten better, 
I think, for everyone.”

Since she brought it up—how has her life 
changed since the internet?

“Well, I would say…I like to tweet, but I’m 
not even on top of that as I should be. It’s like 
I’ll get on a Twitter run—and again, it’s usually 
when I’m out touring and I can focus a little 
bit more on me, but yeah, I can definitely see 
where it helps to be on social media,” she said. 
“People love that, they want to feel like they’re 
part of your career and be on top of it. But it 

also can hurt you, too—if you say something 
dumb, it doesn’t go away, it’s there.”

Now that marriage equality is on a stronghold 
on the United States, Sykes said she thought 
the next big item on the agenda should be job 
equality.

“I mean, there’s over 30 states you can still 
lose your job or people can discriminate and 
not hire you because you’re gay, lesbian or 

transgender. That’s huge,” she said. “Because 
if you don’t have a job, who wants to marry 
you anyway?”

Truer words have never been spoken.
Wanda Sykes is hitting the road with a 

tour stop at The Chicago Theatre, 175 n. 
State St., Saturday, oct. 18. Tickets are cur-
rently available online.

Wanda Sykes. 

Wanda Sykes
talks kids, family and
hitting the road

Miley, Beyonce make
news at VMAs

It was a woman’s world at the MTV Video 
Music Awards show Aug. 24 as Miley Cyrus 
and Beyonce dominated—but for very differ-
ent reasons.

Cyrus won the Video of the Year Moonman 
for “Wrecking Ball”—and had a former home-
less teen, named Jesse, to deliver a short 
speech intended to raise awareness about 
the issue of homeless youth, Boston.com 
reported.

“I have survived in shelters all over this 
city,” Jesse said. “I’ve cleaned your hotel 
rooms, I’ve been an extra in your movies. I’ve 
been an extra in your life. Though may have 
been invisible to you on the streets I have a 
lot of the same dreams that brought many of 
you here tonight.”

Beyonce led everyone with eight nomina-
tions, including nods for Video of the Year 
and Best Female; however, her three wins 
were for Best Cinematography and Best Vid-
eo With a Social Message for “Pretty Hurts,” 
and Best Collaboration (with husband Jay-
Z) for “Drunken Love.” She also performed a 
20-minute medle and accepted the Michael 
Jackson Video Vanguard Award.

Some of the other winners at the event in-
cluded Eminem (Best Hip-Hop, for “Bezerk”), 
Ariana Grande ft. Iggy Azalea (Best Pop, for 
“Problem”) and Sia (Best Choreography, for 
“Chandelier”).

Indigo Girls joining 
Nettles Aug. 29 
in Aurora

Amy Ray and Emily Saliers—a.k.a. the 
Indigo Girls—have joined the Chicago-area 
stop of the That Girl Tour which includes 
singer/songwriter Brandy Clark and headliner 
Sugarland’s Jennifer Nettles.

The That Girl Tour plays RiverEdge Park, 
360 N. Broadway, Aurora, on Friday, Aug. 29. 
The park opens at 5:30 p.m. Brandy Clark 
takes the stage at 7 p.m., followed by the In-
digo Girls at 7:45 p.m. and Jennifer Nettles 
at 9 p.m.

Tickets are $40; visit RiverEdgeAurora.com.

Michael Jackson 
tribute Aug. 28-30 
in Gary, Indiana

Katherine Jackson has announced that The 
5th Annual Michael Jackson “King of Pop” 
Tribute Festival of the Arts will take place in 
Gary, Indiana, on Aug. 28-30 at 2300 Jack-
son St, Michael’s birth home.

This year’s tribute festival is different from 
previous years. The theme is “Art for Life,” 
and the festival will be showcasing undis-
covered talent.

The outdoor tribute festival is free to the 
public and will begin with the opening cere-
mony conducted by Gary, officials and a trib-
ute to Michael Jackson from the Roosevelt 
High School marching band.
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By PhILLIP-John Puzzo

Lukas Machnik, an openly gay Chicago-based 
artist who owns a successful company called 
Lukas Machnik Interior Design (LMID) and win-
ner of NBC’s American Dream Builders (ADB), 
calls himself a minimalist. “Often enough, 
people don’t get it; they say, ‘Oh, it’s an empty 
room,’ but it’s actually the hardest space to de-
sign because you strive for balance,” said Mach-
nik, sipping San Pellegrino with lemon during a 
recent meeting with Windy City Times. “There 
is a certain social consciousness surrounding 
minimalism and a philosophy concerning how 
you apply yourself to modern living.”

Machnik came from humble beginnings; the 
award-winning designer grew up in Poland and 
has lived in London, Paris and New York City 
before settling in Chicago and founding his 
company more than 14 years ago. WCT talk-
ed with Machnik to discuss his experience on 
“Builders,” his philosophy on the rules dictat-
ing the creation of art (or lack thereof), his 
future projects, and his words of wisdom for 
young and aspiring designers. 

Windy City Times: When did you first be-
come interested in design?

Lukas Machnik: Actually, design is secondary; 
my first vocation is fine arts. I love sculpture, 
painting, photography, etc. and I think design 
organically became part of these passions be-
cause they all relate to lifestyle. I don’t really 
decorate a space, but curate it. 

My aesthetic focuses more on avant-garde 
style, utilizing more challenging art and design 
philosophies that most people might not un-
derstand at first. It is the European aesthetic, 
which I consider darker and more visually chal-
lenging.

WCT: how did you originally learn about 
American dream Builders?

Lukas Macknik: I received a few phone calls 
from the producers about six months before the 
show started, but I ignored them. I didn’t want 
to do ADB because I thought my style was so 
different from what the general American pub-
lic expected to see on primetime television. I 
was very apprehensive at first that my tech-
nique would be rejected. 

Then, Nate Berkus called, one of the produc-
ers of the show, and tried to convince me to be 
a part of ADB. He said the show was not about 
up-and-comers, but designers who are estab-
lished in their own fields and own successful 
companies. This made me feel better because 
I would be working among my peers. Finally, 
I said yes, and two months later I was in Los 
Angeles.

WCT: on AdB, you helped design 147 
rooms in 19 houses over the course of just 
10 weeks. how did you stay creative and 
fresh?

LM: That’s an interesting question. It was 
very difficult for all of us to change the process 
of how we work, but we had no choice if we 
wanted to stay on the show. We had to do so 
much in such a short amount of time that it 
seemed impossible; normally, it takes months 
and months of preparation before even taking 
the hammer to the wall. Successful designers 
are perfectionists, but we had to change our 
mentalities to finish each project in just one 
week, focusing simply on completion. We drank 
a lot of espresso in the morning.

WCT: What was your initial reaction when 
nate Berkus announced that you won Ameri-
can dream Builders?

LM: Initially, I wasn’t incredibly surprised. 
Looking back, I really didn’t give them a 
chance to kick me off the show because of the 
amount of work and passion I put into all of 

my projects. I was told I didn’t play the game 
correctly because I didn’t play to win, but to 
learn and explore. Winning was never my pri-
mary motivation. 

I believe my victory was well-deserved be-
cause I persevered and worked incredibly hard. 
A lot of people think the title of the show, 
“American Dream Builders,” portrays something 
very different from myself—Jay fits the profile 
of the expected winner of the show—but the 
winner is something very different. I think the 
winner expresses someone who works incred-
ibly hard and has earned the American Dream. 
It is pretty amazing for me to be the first win-
ner. This country is built on stories of people 
emigrating from all over the world to uncover 
their American dream, and I exemplify these 
stories. 

Right now, having this title of winner of 
ADB obliges me to represent certain communi-
ties and minorities, like immigrants and LGBT 
people, and this makes me very happy. I em-
body all the traits of what the winner wouldn’t 
be, and the show aired on network television 
during the “family hour,” but I think it’s great 
that people can see these different communi-
ties succeeding in the United States. 

WCT: What’s lessons did you learn from 
AdB that now apply to your work ethic, how 
you run your company, etc.?

LM: Now, I work three times as fast, which 
I didn’t think was humanly possible. I sleep 
around four hours every night. 

Also, the entire experience was very hum-
bling. I went in thinking I knew everything, 
and left the show gaining so much knowledge. 
I believe you learn from every person you meet 
in life, and the other designers on the show 
were no exception. This was a huge learning 
experience, and because we existed in the 
bubble of the show for so long, we became a 
family. 

read the entire interview online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Lukas Machnik. Photo courtesy of Machnik
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By PhILLIP-John Puzzo

Less than two months ago, Bucktown/Wicker 
Park residents graciously welcomed another 
new café to their lively neighborhood streets 
on Chicago’s northwest side. 
 Café Crème, a French-inspired restaurant 
(1721 N. Damen Ave.; cafecremechicago.com) 
aims to please diners with sturdy brunch op-
tions, outdoor seating on their secluded back 
patio and a family-friendly environment boast-
ing approachability and a “neighborhood res-
taurant” feel.
 Tisha, our knowledgeable waitress, exuded 
charisma, acting as a friendly guide to Café 
Crème’s simple (but diverse) menu. 
 She insisted we try the house-smoked salm-
on hash with shredded Kennebac potatoes, 
poached eggs and hot sauce, adding, “I’ll put 
the hot sauce on the side because it has a 
kick.” The hash was well-cooked and tasty. The 
hot sauce was quite spicy, but my hard apple 
cider—made with fruit from Eric Bordelet Vine-
yards—in Normandie, France, was hot, tart and 
refreshing, which excellently combatted the 
sauce’s heat. 

 Café Crème’s location used to be the restau-
rant Grass Fed, but new owners opted for a 
fresh concept along with interior renovations 
and the modification of most menu items. Re-
garding the restaurant’s bravura, the aim is 
primarily French; however, they didn’t want 
the name or atmosphere to be too overt or ex-
clusive, opting for the unassuming title Café 
Crème. 

 Head chef Matt DuBois, from Portland, Or-
egon, conceived a particularly flavorful crois-
sant sandwich with chicken and bacon, spiced 
corn veloute and a sunny-side-up egg for my 
dining partner. He found the option quite ap-
petizing.
 In true French fashion, Café Crème’s menu 
boasts many sweet and savory crepe selections. 
Their banana and Nutella crepe was perfection; 

however, I was slightly disappointed by the sa-
vory avocado and bacon option. Although the 
taste was delightful, more avocado pieces and 
bacon between the thin pancakes would have 
created a heartier item, fully satisfying the pal-
ate. 
 Unfortunately, one cannot browse Café 
Crème’s menu on its website just yet: The link 
is still being refurbished. Nevertheless, even 
without perusing the menu beforehand, take a 
risk on Café Crème. This French restaurant—
which started serving dinner Monday through 
Thursday recently because the neighborhood 
demanded it—should not disappoint. 

Café Crème:
french restaurant 
charms Wicker 
park patrons

Images from Café Crème. Photos by 
Phillip-John Puzzo

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

1611 AShLAnd, dES PLAInES - updated 2 bdrm, 2 
bath, in unit laundry, 1 parking space, balcony, stor-
age, walk to METRA, restaurants and shopping.  Heat, 
water, gas included.  $1600.00/month plus $1600.00 
security.  Sharon Lynch, Century 21 Elm. 847-471-
1984 (8/27/14-4)

norTh PArk 2+ BEdrooM Hardwood floors, eat-in 
kitchen with maple cabinets, den/office, small back 
porch, back yard, spacious closets, 1300 square feet, 
laundry on site, no pets, tenants pay gas heat, elec-
tric. $1200. 773-443-6426. rritchard@yahoo.com 
(8/27/14-1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE 
BEDROOM

rEnoVATEd 3 Br/2 BTh APArTMEnT 855 W. Margate 
Terrace. Gorgeous 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 bath reno-
vated apartment in attractive 3 unit building. Apart-
ment features two sunrooms, large living room, din-
ing room, new appliances, and A/C.  312-720-3136 
cjohnson@hallmark-johnson.com (8/20/14-2)

FOR SALE / WISCONSIN
rurAL rETrEAT Fine Country Living: 5 acre hilltop set-
ting w/mature trees. Exquisitely updated, historically 
preserved: prof. designed kit & baths. Original exposed 
log wall in kit & master. Delightful screen porch & 
patio, gardens, walking path, berry patch & fruit trees. 
Well maintained out bldgs - endless possibilities. 30 
mins to Capitol Square. $267,500. Ann hermanson 
restaino & Assoc 608.220.8850 (8/20/14-1)

FOR SALE / HOUSES
8041 n. osceola, niles - spacious 3 bdrm, 2 bath up-
dated brick ranch. 2 full updated kitchens, sep DR, 
sunny family room, full fin bsmt with bar, 2 car det ga-
rage. Close to all highways. $348,800. Sharon Lynch, 
Century 21 Elm. 847-471-1984 (8/27/14-4)

unIQuE hoME / offICE! Stunning 3590 sq. ft. Bau-
haus Contemporary Residence w/office loft & studio, 
3 story central atrium open to all rooms, has enter-
tained 100 guests inside & out, fantastic landscaped 
rear garden, patio & pond on ¾ acre lot. Must see! 
MLS#08570944 $499,000 chris.cho@bairdwarner.
com 847-651-1752 (8/27/14-1)

FOR SALE / CONDOS

REAL ESTATE

Hip 10th & 11th floor duplex penthouse
in trendy Buena Park elevator
building. Decorated “to the nines” this
corner unit features dark espresso
floors, combo liv/din/kit w/ stainless,
granite counters, fireplace and two
balconies (23' & 9'). Huge master
closet! RARE – two side by side
garage spaces included – $500,000

UPTOWN LUXURY…     
IT DOES EXIST!

3BR/2.5BA | 2000 SQFT

WWW.4350BROADWAY1012.COM
LISTED BY: MARK ZIPPERER

MZIP1@YAHOO.COM
(773) 612-6628

ADVERTIsE HERE
AdVErTISE hErE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

CLEANING sERVICEs
ChESTnuT CLEAnInG SErVICES: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

LEGAL sERVICEs

HOME IMPROVEMENT
MAkE your hoME Look fABuLouS!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

GAy oWnEd And oPErATEd for oVEr 35 yEArS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
hoM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

MAssAGE
fIrST-CLASS ASIAn MALE MASSEur. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

sPIRITuALITY

WEDDING sERVICEs

WINDOW TREATMENTs
WondErInG WhAT To do WITh ThoSE WIndoWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephriceInteriors.com (9/10/14-13)

GAy oWnEd And oPErATEd for oVEr 35 yEArS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - hoM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

3919 N. Monticello
Church services Sun. 9:00am
School serves Pre K-3 to 8th
Grade with Extended Care

Park View
Lutheran

Church and
School

ParkViewLutheran.org
773-267-0072

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

The Oscar Swan
Country Inn

An 18th century estate, on 8
acres available for weddings, 

private parties, retreats, family
reunions and overnight stays.

Celebrate life’s special occasionsCelebrate life’s special occasions
at the Oscar Swan Country Innat the Oscar Swan Country Inn

630.232.0173
www.oscarswan.com

Geneva, IL

Weekly dininG Guide in 
theDISH

sponsored by
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By roSS forMAn
 
In his first Bingham Cup, held 10 years ago in 
London, Chicago’s Paul Cannella walked onto 
the pitch as the names of teams from around 
the world were being announced. There were 
20 teams from four countries, all battling it out 
in honor of Mark Bingham.

Bingham was a former college rugby star who 
died in the 9/11 attacks on board United Air-
lines Flight 93—and was gay. 

“Having played rugby for a number of years 
[before 2004], and always wondering if I was 
the only gay person playing, it was an incred-
ible experience to see the answer to my ques-
tion be answered in front of my eyes,” Cannella 
said. “Not only was I not alone, there were 
players from all over the world. It was one of 
the most powerful personal experiences of my 

life.”
Cannella, 44, is a successful local entrepre-

neur who is also a founding member of the pre-
dominantly gay Chicago Dragons rugby club—
and he has been playing on the pitch for 25 
years.

Cannella and some of his Chicago teammates, 
plus a small group of fans/partners/friends, 
have gone Down Under for the latest round of 
the Bingham Cup, a biennial, international gay 
rugby tournament, first held in 2002. Taking 
place this time in Sydney, Australia, the tour-
nament is Aug. 29-31, though festivities sur-
rounding the Bingham started Aug. 24.

Teams from 15 countries will participate.
“Every Bingham there seem to be more and 

more teams forming, which is awesome,” said 
Cannella, playing in his sixth Bingham Cup. 
“The major cities from around the globe are 

pretty much all covered, but now teams are 
popping up in smaller cities, which is really 
cool. The event, facilities, organization, and 
everything about it gets better as well. We’re 
all there to have a great time, play our asses 
off, and support the home club in the success 
of their event.

“Personally, I’m a huge supporter of the in-
ternational events since I’m always in awe of 
their venues. The major cities in the U.S. can 
offer some pretty dynamic venues as well.

“I really cherish the international travel, 
[and] the camaraderie with your teammates. 
I’m very grateful for the memories that rugby 
and the Dragons have given me.”

There are 17 Chicago players participating, 
along with five others from Chicago attending.

“While we’re not traveling with a full squad, I 
like our chances,” Cannella said. “We’re a pret-

ty scrappy bunch, so as long as we can stay 
healthy, I think we’ll fare pretty well.

“We’re not big, overly intimidating, but we 
never quit.”

So do the Dragons have a realistic chance 
to win?

“Winning comes in many forms,” Cannella 
said. “[Winning] the whole Bingham Cup would 
be a stretch with our limited numbers and the 
caliber of some of the clubs. Winning one of 
the metal brackets is possible if we can stay 
healthy and stick to our game plan. 

“In Little League [Baseball], everyone is a 
winner just by playing. While I’m never a fan 
of that perspective at this level, I truly be-
lieve you are [a] winner just by participating 
in Bingham.”

Cannella said the Dragons’ goal is simple: 
“Bring home a piece of metal.”

Personally, he said he wants to “play hard, 
score, have fun, and not get hurt.”

And all of the Dragons will return to Chicago 
filled with emotional overload, no doubt.

“There is a combination of fear, joy, satis-
faction, and more, but the end result is walk-
ing into that celebration party knowing that 
you gave it your all,” Cannella said. “The worst 
emotion you can leave the tournament with is, 
regret.”

Cannella said the Bingham Cup is his all-time 
favorite rugby event, hands down.

“I am so thankful for the experiences that 
rugby has given me, and for the person it has 
made me,” he said. “I’m honored to be able to 
play this sport at a competitive level for as 
long as I’ve been blessed with being able to.  

“The Bingham Cup is the pinnacle of how I 
measure my rugby career.”

Some of the top members of the Dragons are 
Bob Schumacher and James Loehr.  

“I would give the advice to anyone who was 
thinking about going to find a way to go,” Can-
nella said. “Trips like this are expensive, but I 
can also say they’re just as expensive not to 
go. The motivation, discipline, bonding, and 
more that comes from going pays dividends for 
the rest of your [life].”

By roSS forMAn
 
It was a long road of dedication and disci-
pline to a Gay Games 9 gold medal for Paul 
Gembara, the Chicago resident who claimed 
first-place in bodybuilding (40-49 age range) 
in Cleveland.

“Bodybuilding competition preparation is 
a very challenging and lengthy process,” he 
said. “Not only does it take physical strength, 
but mental strength and discipline as well.”

The journey truly kicked in with his initial 
phase of training this past January, when he 
was working to build more muscle and eating 
more calories (around 2,500), so he could lift 
as much weight as possible, and he performed 
no cardio.  

Then 16 weeks out from the competition, in 
the end of April, he started cutting calories to 
1,850 calories a day (low carbs, low fat and 
higher protein), which consisted of six meals 
a day of egg whites, chicken breasts, sweet 
potatoes, broccoli, protein shakes, brown rice 
and fats from olive oil, avocados or almond 
butters. And no cheat meals were allowed.

“I trained with an all-natural approach, 
meaning no drug enhancements,” he said. “I 
continued to lift weights five or six times a 
week for around 60 to 75 minutes, performed 
cardio three sessions a week from 30 to 60 
minutes. I logged every food I ate and every 

exercise I performed to make sure I kept on 
track of my goals. I also started practicing the 
10 mandatory poses and potential optional 
poses required for the competition two or 
three times a week, as it take practice and 
conditioning in order to flex every muscle in 
your body throughout the various poses, hold 
them for 15 seconds or more without shaking, 
and being able to smile in front of an audi-
ence wearing [only] a bikini brief.”

His training endured obstacles, too. In Feb-
ruary, for instance, he broke his wrist. Plus he 
has a full-time job as a director of credit risk 
management and has to travel for work, and 
he has asthma.  

“I did not let my broken wrist stop me; I 
worked with my trainer on alternative forms 
of exercise, such as incorporating resistance 
bands for upper body, weighted vests and 
weight machines for legs, and we had to get 
creative in order not to lose muscle,” Gembara 
said. “When I would travel for work, I made 
sure to stay at a hotel with a fitness facil-
ity on site and packed all of my meals. Also, 
when my asthma would bother me, I would try 
to push myself through it within a reasonable 
comfort zone.”

Gembara, 43, who lives in North Park, was 
born and raised in Chicago. His partner of 16 
years, Ryan O’Connell, was also his cook of 
countless chicken breasts and sweet potatoes. 

The two are getting married Sept. 4, which is 
the 10-year anniversary of their commitment 
ceremony.

This was his first Gay Games.
“I thought having the Gay Games in Cleve-

land was a great way to raise LGBT awareness 
in a smaller Midwest city,” Gembara said. “This 
was such a great experience to meet other gay 
and lesbian athletes, learn about culture and 
diversity from others and be able to proudly 
share achievements in an open and accepting 
environment. What was great about the Gay 
Games is it is open to all physical abilities 
regardless of gender, race or orientation. The 
camaraderie among athletes was very positive 
and I created new friendships. 

“The diversity in the bodybuilding competi-
tion alone was amazing. It was truly inspiring 
and I was so honored to compete with these 
amazing fellow participants.”

Gembara had participated in two previous 
bodybuilding competitions before taking the 
stage in Cleveland and he was one of four 
competing in his age class.

“When I won, it felt surreal,” Gembara said. 
“I was not expecting to get first place, [espe-
cially since] being 5’ 5” is challenging com-
peting against others in your age group who 
are six feet or taller.

“[The gold] meant that my hard work, de-
termination and perseverance paid off—and 
it has nothing to do with your age, gender, 
sexual orientation, etc. If you focus on your 
goals and are determined, this is proof you 
can achieve them.

“I never lost focus of my fitness and diet 
goals; I stuck to my diet, determination, nev-
er gave up and I practiced a lot for the man-
datory poses and my posing routine.”

Gembara said he couldn’t have done it with-
out his trainer, Linda Heap, of Evolution Fit-
ness, who got him interested in competing. 
He also praised Mike Salazar, owner of Evolu-
tion Fitness, who helped with his posing.

So where does Gembara’s Gay Games gold 
rank?

“This is the first time I have come in first in 
any athletic type event,” he said.

He celebrated afterward—along with par-
ents Ray and Karen Gembara, who were in 
Cleveland, and others—with a cheeseburger, 
French fries, onion rings and two beers.

“I have no plans for a bodybuilding event 
for the rest of the year,” he said. “I will plan 
on other bodybuilding events next year and 
thereafter to keep building muscle and be 
ready for Gay Games Paris [in] 2018.” 

Chicagoan captures
bodybuilding gold
in Gay Games 9

Paul Gembara posing. Photo courtesy of 
Gembara

Chicago Dragons competing for 
Bingham Cup in Australia

Chicago dragons (in red) in a past Bingham Cup match. Photo from Paul Cannella



Wed., Aug. 27
Trans youth resources and Advocacy 

youth drop-In Center Every Wednesday, 
safe, confidential place for transgender 
people between the ages of 14 to 24. Meet 
other youth who also identify as transgen-
der, or are questioning their gender iden-
tity. Free food, snacks and refreshments, 
music, peer support, adult supervision, re-
ferrals and education.   5:00pm - 7:00pm   
Broadway Youth Center,  615 W Wellington 
Ave.,  http://www.genderadvocates.org/
Tyra/TYRADropIn.html

Chicago Area Gay & Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce Private Boat Cruise Three-
hour Chicago’s First Lady cruise that 
includes a fantastic dinner provided by 
returning Chef Carla of Carla’s Place, 
open bar and ends with fireworks on 
the water. Members $80, non-members 
$95   6:45pm - 10:00pm   Corner  Wacker 
and Michigan Chicago  Tickets: https://
secure2.chambermaster.com/direc-
tory/jsp/events/dlg/Public_AddReg.
jsp?ccid=1829&eventid=1097

Godwin Anthology: A night of Vocal Per-
formance Vocal performance from singers, 
songwriters, and performers Godwin, JC 
Brooks, Daniel Wade, Ryan Powers  7:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted Chicago  Tickets: https://community.
centeronhalsted.org/Godwin

Methtacular Steven Strafford shares his 
brutally honest and often comedic story of 
survival in the underground world of Chi-
cago’s crystal meth scene. 35 adults/$20 
students & seniors.   7:30pm   Theater Wit  
1229 W Belmont Ave. Chicago  (773) 975-
8150  http://www.aboufacetheatre.com

david Bowie Variety hour MCA Stage pres-
ents an eclectic combination of Chicago 
performers, dancers, and musicians unit-
ing in celebration of the pioneering rock 
icon. The line-up of performers includes 
queer art band BAATHHAUS, BOOM CRACK! 
Dance Company, Chicago Tap Theatre, 
burlesque dancers the Fly Honeys, tribute 
queen Kasey Foster, “dancejokers” LADY/
WATCH, and Meredith Miller’s cabaret band 
Lovers’ Quarrel. $20  7:30pm   Edlis Nee-
son Theater, 220 East Chicago Ave., Chi-
cago  http://mcachicago.org 

roxane Gay, author Bad feminist This 
most-watched young cultural observer, in 
this hysterical and sharp essay collection, 
uses Sweet Valley High, The Help, and 
Girls, among other cultural touchstones 
to take readers through her journey as a 
woman of color while also commenting 
on the state of feminism today.   7:30pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 N 
Clark St Chicago  http://www.womenand-
childrenfirst.com

Thursday, Aug. 28 
Lecture on ‘lesbian-like’ women of 1800s-

WWII German historian Ingeborg Box-
hammer lecture on the lives of suffragists 
Margarete Herz (1872-1947) and Helene 
Wolff (1871-1917), founding members of 
the local Women’s Suffrage Association in 
Bonn in 1909, in which they were active 
together with the publicist and fighter for 
women’s suffrage Johanna Elberskirchen 
(1864-1943). She is co-administrator of 
the website www.lesbengeschichte.org 
(since 2005). $5 suggested donation.   
6:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted St., Chicago

Stardust presents: Total Therapy Featuring 
Bunny Michael, DJ Brother Bruno, KT Spit, 
with DJs Teen Witch Fan Club and Pluto.  
10:00pm - 4:00am   Berlin Nightclub  954 
W Belmont Ave Chicago  http://www.ber-
linchicago.com

Friday, Aug. 29
Collateral damage: The human faces of 

War Vincent Cianni, gay New York-based 
documentary photographer captures the 
struggles of gay members of the military. 
Through Sept. 24.  10:00am   Safety-Kleen 
Gallery One, Building H Arts Center, 1700 
Spartan Dr., Elgin Community College

Indigo Girls join Sugarland’s Jennifer 
nettles, Brandy Clark That Girl tour. Park 
opens at 5:30 p.m. Brandy Clark takes the 
stage at 7 p.m., followed by the Indigo 
Girls at 7:45 p.m. and Jennifer Nettles at 
9 p.m.Tickets are $40. A VIP package in-
cluding early entrance to the park, sound 
check access, merchandise and more is 
available for $150.  7:00pm   RiverEdge 
Park Music Garden  360 N. Broadway, Au-

rora, IL 60505;  630-896-6666.  Tickets: 
http://RiverEdgeAurora.com

There goes the gayborhood, reading and 
signing Meet Amin Ghaziani and discuss 
past, present and future of gay neighbor-
hoods across the country with a focus 
on Boystown and Andersonville  7:00pm   
Unabridged Bookstore  3251 N Broadway 
Chicago  www.unabridgedbookstore.com

A.r.t. francisco Avina One-man dance and 
theater performance called ART, which 
stands for antiretroviral therapy, address-
es the artist’s time since being diagnosed 
positive for HIV, o$18  8:00pm - 9:30pm   
8 Mana Contemporary, 2233 S. Throop St., 
Chicago  Tickets: http://high-concept-
laboratories.ticketleap.com/

or Chadash Shabbat Service with the Chi-
cagoland synagogue serving LGBT Jews, 
their families, friends and loved ones. 
Membership is open to everyone.  8:00pm   
Congregation Or Chadash at Emanuel Con-
gregation  5959 N Sheridan Rd., Chicago;  
http://OrChadash.org

Something Something new Vagina Rebec-
ca Kling, transgender artist and educator, 
solo performance about loving one’s self 
and one’s body. It’s also about a vagina: 
Kling’s fancy new vagina. Part of the Chi-
cago Fringe Festival.   8:30pm   Jefferson 
Park  Tickets: http://www.chicagofringe.
org/

Saturday, Aug. 30
feel Good health fair The health and well-

ness fair promotes healthy living for LG-
BTQ individuals. This year the fair will fea-
ture inspirational keynote speaker Angie 
Harvey of E3 Queer Radio, at 2:30pm as 
well as product giveaways from CLIF and 
other health-related vendors, nutritious 
cooking demonstrations, a performance 
by Lakeside Pride Music Ensemble, and 
dance and fitness activities. RSVP online.  
10:00am - 2:00am   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted Chicago  https://commu-
nity.centeronhalsted.org/FeelGoodFair?e
rid=1203652&trid=41571c92-7830-4d63-
9b7c-76e1c35ba229

depression and Bipolar Support Alliance, 
Chicago-area GLBT Chapter Specifically 
founded to meet the needs of the Chica-
go-area GLBT community with mood dis-
orders or other significant psychological 
conditions, as well as their friends, part-
ners, and family members. Free. No RSVP 
needed.  11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

fitness training Chicago Gay Hockey As-
sociation off-ice workout training classes 
every Saturday each week. Free to mem-
bers. $5 for non-members  1:00pm   Ur-

ban Athlete, 4437 N. Ravenswood Ave., 
Chicago  http://chicagogayhockey.org/
calendar/ 

fun-hit Wonders The Byrne Twins will be 
hosting their birthday celebration while 
DJ-ing a night of fun music with a double 
dose of one-hit wonders.  9:00pm - 2:00am   
The Glenwood Bar  6962 N Glenwood Ave 
Chicago  http://www.theglenwoodbar.com

Sunday, Aug. 31
Chicago fringe fest Annual Benefit Ticket 

includes three drink vouchers, delectable 
eats, and the sweet accordion music of 
Captain Ambivalent and some late-night 
DJ tunes, and a silent auction and not-so-
silent raffle.  7:00pm   Fischman Liquors 
& Tavern in Chicago, Illinois  http://www.
chicagofringe.org

Mr & Miss Continental Pageant 2014-15 
Held every year over Labor Weekend in 
Chicago. Through Sept. 1.   10:00pm   Ba-
ton Show Lounge  436 N Clark St Chicago  
312-527-9338  http://www.thebaton-
showlounge.com/assets/cpsmailinglistre-
quest.pdf

Monday, Sept. 1
Labor day Beer Bust Cookout 3-7 pm with 

hot meats off the grill. Bud and Bud Light 
drafts, sodas and cactus juice shots all day 
and all night.  3:00pm - 7:00pm   Touche  
6412 N Clark St Chicago  http://www.tou-

chechicago.com
Bi movie night Every other Monday, a movie 

that deals with bisexuality in some way. 
Past movies have included Cabaret, Inter-
view With a Vampire, Kinsey, and Beautiful 
Creatures. Soft drinks.  7:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted Chicago  http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Tuesday, Sept. 2
Sidetrack outspoken: LGBTQ Stories This 

month’s storytellers include Archy Jamjun, 
Lauren Sivak, Shaun Sperling, Laura Stem-
pel, and Dr. Patrick Trammer. Curated by 
David Fink. Doors open at 6, stories begin 
at 7. www.outspokenchicago.com  6:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St 
Chicago  http://www.sidetrackchicago.
com

Wed., Sept. 3
now What? Alaska Thunderf*#k and Jo-

mama Jones, Salonathon, BAAThhAuS 
Justin Honard and Daniel Alexander Jones 
(Alaska Thunderfuck and Jomama Jones) 
join the Illinois Humanities Council’s 
Angel Ysaguirre for a lively conversation 
about drag, performance, femininity and 
sexuality. Salonathon* Presents drag and 
drag-inspired performances immediately 
following the discussion. Queer art quad 
BAATHHAUS closes with music, dance 
and aart. Performers: DARLING SHEAR 
JUDY (of JOYCE & JUDY) KIM CHI LUCY 
STOOLE MISTER JUNIOR PRECIOUS DAVIS 
TRANNIKA REX And queer art quad BAATH-
HAUS closes out the night with an unfor-
gettable explosion of music, dance and 
aart.   7:00pm   The Empty Bottle  1035 
N Western Ave Chicago  Tickets: https://
go.prairie.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=496

Friday, Sept. 5
A day with hIV TPAN, Positively Aware and 

the Centers for Disease Control present a 
community exhibit and reception. Light 
refreshments will be served.  4:00pm - 
6:00pm   Chicago Cultural Center  78 E. 
Washington St., Chicago,  http://www.
ADayWithHIV.com 

rachel dewoskin, author Blind When 
Emma Sasha Silver loses her eyesight in 
a nightmare accident, she must relearn 
everything from walking across the street 
to recognizing her own sisters to imagin-
ing colors.   7:30pm   Women & Children 
First Bookstore  5233 N Clark St Chicago  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

FLIP SERVICE

dancer francisco Avina will 
exhibit “A.r.t.” at Mana 
Contemporary, 2233 S. 
Throop St..
Photo from Avina
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Attendees board 
‘Soul Train’ 
at ALCC event

The AIDS Legal Council of Chicago’s (ALCC’s) 
annual summer bash took place Aug. 20 at 
Boystown nightspot Sidetrack. In years past, 
the theme ranged from “Lost in Space” to “Bol-
lywood Nights,” and this year’s theme—”Soul 
Train”—did not disappoint.

A diverse crowd of people began flooding 
the venue early, and quite a few festive peo-
ple came in full ‘70s garb, which fit perfectly 
against a backdrop of clips of classic Soul Train 
crooners. 

Attendees were greeted by the sight of a 
shiny cherry-red Tesla parked in front of Side-
track, as a weekend pass to drive this beauty 
was one of the many fabulous silent-auction 
items available right through your smart 
phone. Other items included passes to favorite 
Boystown and Andersonville haunts, tickets to 
Steppenwolf and Windy City Live, a three-night 
stay at Sunseeker LGBT resort in Maui, Cubs 
swag, foreign language classes, and guest bar-
tending on Check, Please! Not to mention the 
raffle prizes, with a grand prize of round trip 
tickets to Europe. 

“We have amazing people and companies 
who support us,” said Kevin Mork, director of 
community relations. ALCC has been support-
ing those in need with free legal service and 

education programs for close to three decades. 
“This is a great group doing great work for not 
just people with HIV, but kids with complex 
medical conditions,” said Executive Director 
Tom Yates, “[ALCC] has also expanded to repre-
sent the homeless and individuals with mental-
health disabilities.” 

For more information on ALCC and future 
events, visit www.aidslegal.com. 

Text and photos by Angelique Smith

Emcee kirk Williamson (left) and ALCC’s 
ricardo Cifuentes. Photo by Angelique Smith

Toon commemorates Sotomayor birthday
This 1990 political cartoon by the late Danny Sotomayor commemorates his birthday. (The art-

ist/activist was born Aug. 30, 1958, and passed away Feb. 5, 1992. His partner, playwright Scott 
McPherson, died later that same year.)

Image courtesy of Lori Cannon
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“Rarely.”—Larry King’s answer when Howard 
Stern asked if he masturbates.

Call me old-fashioned, but I didn’t go to my 
first gay bar until I was 21. This club, where I 
was soon employed, had several older regular 
customers who sat together. I recall thinking, 
“Oh, those poor old men, wistfully looking at 
all us young guys.” These “poor old men” were 
probably roughly 40 years old, but to an im-
pressionable youth, they might as well have 
been 100. With time comes perspective. Now 
that I am in my 40s, I often think to myself 
that perhaps younger men look at me in that 
same dismissive way.

I share this story because last week, some-
one I never heard of wrote an article called 
“Gay Men and the Curse of the Peter Pan Syn-
drome.” The gist of the article is that gay men 
over 40 should not go to bars. The thirty- and 
fortysomethings are described as solely inter-
ested in Botox, barhopping and H&M ward-
robes—as if those were bad things! This writer 
says most of the gay men he’s met “had never 
mentally passed the age of 25”—which, if you 
ask me, says more about the author than his 
associates. 

So, who is this lad? He’s young enough to 
include on his resume jobs he stayed at for 
three months. He is cute and blonde—probably 
not a natural blonde, but let he who is without 
peroxide cast the first stone. What he doesn’t 
know (but it’s obvious from his pictures) is that 
he’s gonna be much cuter in his 30s, maybe 
even in his 40s. That said, I’m not condemning 
his views. It’s kind of a rite of passage—the 
young feel it’s their turn, and why are the older 
folk still hanging around. I get it. There’s some 
validity in his argument—as I’m sure someone 
who has mentally passed the age of 25 could 
explain to him.

I have known Belinda Carlisle since I was in 
my 20s. (Last week, she celebrated her birth-
day on the same day as Big Mama Masters.) 
So I have, in essence, known her son James 
Duke Mason since before he was born. But we 
didn’t really get to know each other until he 
came out as a teen. I vividly recall a group of 
us hanging out after a Go-Go’s concert. Dukey 
introduced me to someone as “one of my mom’s 
good friends.” OUCH! Up until that moment, I 
kinda felt like one of the gang. Suddenly, I was 
a chaperone. This was driven home when one 
of his friends asked, “What was it like being 
backstage with The Go-Go’s 20 years ago?” I 
would have been insulted, except I was able to 
answer the question!!

As you all know, I’m psychic. Actually, I’m 
more of an empath—like that chick on Star 
Trek: The Next Generation whose name I can’t 
remember. I think she was Greek, and very nice 
when I met her. See, if I were psychic, I’d re-
member her name. But as an empath, I know 
she really doesn’t care. You know who does 
care? You—my faithful readers. My head is be-
ing bombarded with your silent cries, “Billy, 
get to the friggin’ point.” And I will—almost 
immediately. But before I do, I’d like to just 
promise that this will all come together in the 
end—except for coming up with the name of 
whomever played Deanna Troi. 

West Hollywood, California, is bracing itself 
for what will certainly be a contentious elec-
tion season for City Council, which will take 
place in March 2015. The latest person to 
throw his hat in the ring is my aforementioned 
buddy, Belinda’s baby boy, James Duke Ma-
son. Dukey seems to be running on a platform 
of wanting to save West Hollywood from the 
vast commercialization and rising rental costs 
which have pushed out most of the people 
who actually founded the city. Alas, this may 
be a case of closing the barn door after the 
horse escaped. I’ve been saying for years that 
because of WeHo’s appealing geographic posi-
tion between Hollywood and Beverly Hills (to 
say nothing of housing the Sunset Strip), the 

gentrification of the once-primarily gay portion 
of Santa Monica Boulevard is already a fait ac-
compli. Still, I give him credit for the attempt. 
You can learn more and support his campaign 
by checking out JamesDukeMason.com.

In a fascinating case of a gay person becom-
ing straight—or at least giving the appearance 
of being straight—comes the story of coun-
try singer Nate Green. Not being a devotee 
of country music, I had never heard of him, 
but certainly the hunky blonde is easy on the 
eyes. And, yet, he does look familiar. In fact, 
he resembles a very hot fitness model named 
Josey Greenwell who once dated Reichen’s ex, 
Rodiney from The A-List: New York.

When Josey was featured in DNA magazine, 
he talked about his musical aspirations and 
said, “Music should be about talent and not 
sexuality, but I’m proud of mine nonetheless.” 
Josey even performed at Detroit Pride in 2012. 
What a difference a couple of years makes. It 
seems that Josey has now become Nate and 
is cultivating a straight female audience. I am 
not the first to figure this out. Quite a few of 
Josey’s former fans tried to interact with him 
on a Nate Green Facebook fan page. Not only 
were their comments quickly deleted, they were 
aleo threatened with legal action regarding 
any gay-oriented posts. Of course, Nate/Josey 
has no say over what appears on BillyMasters.
com—which include some sizzling snaps and 
videos of him and Rodiney.

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Howard 
in Austin: “Who is Emblem3? I saw them doing 
the ALS challenge nude, and they were really 
hot.”

Emblem3 is a pop trio who came out of The X 
Factor. Actually, calling the act a trio is proba-
bly a misnomer. The group did consist of broth-
ers Wesley and Keaton Stromberg, and Drew 
Chadwick. Apparently, Drew recently left the 
band for something with higher visibility—like 
perhaps working a Wendy’s drive-thru. In their 
brief time together, the tasty trio seemed to 
have a penchant for posing au naturale. More 
recently, the Stromberg brothers did, indeed, 
participate in the ice bucket challenge. Some 
of the buff boys’ choice bits can be found on 
BillyMasters.com.

When country music can turn a gay man 
straight, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. Just after filing this report, I’m off to 
the Emmys. So I’m sure you can expect some 
deep dishing on www.BillyMasters.com—the 
site that never sleeps. If you’ve got a ques-
tion, send it along to Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back to you before I get 
a call from Marina Sirtis. (I knew I’d come up 
with her name.) Until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

James duke Mason (with mother Belinda 
Carlisle) is on a mission, Billy says. Photo 
from Mason

• Celebrate Our Stories •
LGBTQ Storytelling at Sidetrack

Join us Tuesday, Sept. 2nd for the

2nd Edition of

MainBAr doors: 6pm • Stories: 7pm
No Cover

Including first hand stories from:
Archy Jamjun•Angelica Ross•Lauren Sivak

Shaun Sperling•Laura Stempel 
Dr. Patrick Tranmer

Curated by David Fink
www.OUTspokenChicago.com 

3349 N. Halsted, Chicago    •   SidetrackChicago.com
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By roSS forMAn
 
Robert “Rob” Paradise, a longtime and popular 
softball player and coach in the Chicago Met-
ropolitan Sports Association (CMSA), died Aug. 
18—a day after the final game of the 2014 
Open Division Sunday Softball League season.

He was a local high school math teacher who 
lived in Uptown, and a diehard Chicago Bears 
fan. He is originally from Hammond, Indiana.

Paradise was 53.
“Never have I seen someone put so much ef-

fort into making so many things happen—and 
I’m not just talking about softball teams and 
softball tournaments,” said teammate Steve 
Kasperski. “I’m talking about Texas Hold ‘Em 
games, fundraisers, barbecues and more. I 
think Rob just liked to have gatherings; he 
would do the work and fund it to make them 
happen.”

Paradise played in the Gay Softball World Se-
ries several times, and his 2011 World Series 
team in Chicago finished in fifth place.

“We always go to Milwaukee for a [Labor Day 
weekend] tournament and play in the Senior 
Cup here in Chicago [the following weekend], 
and Rob always puts those teams together. It’s 
going to be hard to play those [tournaments] 
without him there,” Kasperski said. “I know he 
would want us to play those, not back out.”

Paradise’s 2014 team, the Center on Halsted 
Crush, played in the C1 division. The team and 
another CMSA team, Replay Jox (of the D1 di-
vision), held its second-annual Jocks in Drag 
fundraiser Aug. 23 at the Center On Halsted.

Kasperski said Paradise was “his typical self” 
Aug. 17 during the softball playoffs, “but you 
knew something [was wrong]; he wasn’t feeling 

good; he didn’t play.”
After the game, “he reminded us how much 

he appreciated each of us coming out and play-
ing each and every week, and that’s how he 
was—he always verbalized his appreciation.”

Kasperski laughed when reflecting on fond 
Paradise-related memories, including his in-
credibly loud snoring as they roomed together 
during out-of-state tournaments. “He was a 
great roommate, but he’d wake up the next 
room with that snoring,” Kasperski said, laugh-
ing. Plus, he always took Kasperski back on his 
team after Kasperski played a season with an 
opposing team. “He always convinced me to 
come back, and I always came back because 
he’d convince me what our softball league is 
about—winning was nice, but having fun and 
enjoying the [camaraderie with your] team-
mates you were with.”

Paradise was scheduled to play this Sep-
tember with a master’s division (age 50 and 
over) team (Chicago Gotcha Covered Legends) 
in the annual Gay Softball World Series in Dal-
las. “He was really, really looking forward to 
the Series,” said Matt McGary, of Chicago, who 
is coaching the master’s division team, which 
will wear patches on their uniforms in tribute 
to Paradise.

“It has been a tough week for our CMSA fam-
ily. We lost two members, [Rob Paradise and 
Veronica ‘Ro’ Gazzillo (nee Soper)], very unex-
pectedly. Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
their families, friends and teammates,” said 
CMSA president Michael Erwin. “We are a very 
strong organization that takes care of our own, 
so I am confident that together we will get 
through both losses. Veronica and Rob were 
both very passionate about the sports they 

were involved in and their commitment to 
CMSA will never be forgotten.”

CMSA has made grief counselors available 
to those who need assistance getting through 
this difficult time. 

Paradise’s passing has led to a flood of social 
media support for the longtime softballer.

“No matter how hard it might have been to 
field a team when I played with him my last 
years in Chicago ... he never gave up,” Tim 
Worthington wrote on Facebook. “He lived and 
breathed softball all year round. He truly will 
be missed as one of the nicest guys on and off 
the field. RIP my friend.”

Jeff Weber wrote on Facebook, “Thanks Rob 
for your many years of dedication to the world 
of CMSA Softball—but more importantly, thank 
you for being you: a class act and a kind soul. 
Everyone will miss that one-of-a-kind voice on 
the field. May you find the 10 best players in 
heaven to coach.”

Sebastian Contreras Jr., said he was “dumb-
founded and speechless” upon hearing of Para-
dise’s passing. “You were a sweet heart here 
on Earth ... and they apparently needed an-
other sweet heart in heaven. Rest in peace, my 
friend,” Contreras wrote on Facebook.

Paradise’s final posting on Facebook was, 
fittingly, softball-related. He posted a banner 
congratulating the championship team of his 
division.

Joe Green of Chicago is one of those cham-

pionship members from the C1 division this 
season. He replied to Paradise that his “pas-
sion for softball and the friends [he’s] made 
throughout the years is demonstrated in [his] 
final post. We are your family, your friends, 
your brothers and your sisters. You were our 
coach, teammate, friend and part of our family. 
You will be missed.”

“We are truly saddened to hear about the 
passing of Rob,” said CMSA board member—
and softball player Michael O. Rice II. “Rob 
always brought a great attitude to the fields 
each week. If you ask anybody [who] has had 
an opportunity to play on one of his teams, as 
I have, [they] would tell you that he was an 
all-around great guy [who] loved the game of 
softball.  

“While he wanted to win, he was most con-
cerned that everyone was having a fun time. He 
was a loyal friend and someone [who] could 
always be counted on. CMSA and the softball 
fields will not be the same without him. He 
clearly was the epitome of the phrase, ‘Come 
out and Play.’”

McGary, 44, played on Paradise’s team for the 
past three seasons, and tagged him as “genu-
ine, super sweet, someone who would do any-
thing for you, and probably one of the most 
selfless individuals I have ever come across.”

read the entire article online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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Longtime CMSA 
softball player/coach
Rob Paradise dies
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Serving Chicago and Suburbs
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• Custom Window Treatments
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• Complete Remodeling Services
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847-541-4848
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Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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Rachel Moore Law, LLC

Mediation: cost-effective, creative, and personalized solutions.

One Northfield Plaza
Northfield, IL 60093
847-441-1851
rachel@rachelmoorelaw.com
www.rachelmoorelaw.com

Appointments
also available in
Libertyville and 

Chicago Loop

Rachel Moore, an attorney and mediator with 15 years of 
experience, provides mediation and legal representation for 

family law and family business disputes.
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Call us to stop the foot pain FAST!!!
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Suite 107
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When experience counts...
In service to the community 
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The Law Offices of
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& Associates
• Bankruptcy     
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We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.
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“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661
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SPENCER 
DAY
9/9 
@ 8PM

“DAY’S MUSIC IS SIMPLY 
CHARMING, FROM TOP 
TO BOTTOM. WHERE 
SHOULD WE PLACE 
HIM? JAZZ? POP? 
CROONER’S MUSIC? 
WHICH GENRE REALLY 
DOES NOT MATTER.”

COMING SOON

OCTOBER 3 AT 9PM

SEPTEMBER 18 AT 8PM

WITH NEW CANYONS 
AND DJ DAVE ROBERTS

SATURDAY MORNING FLASHBACK CONCERT

ENVIRONMENTAL
ENCROACHMENT

CHICAGO DANCE
CRASH

AN EVENING
W/ BLAKE MILLS

BLOCKHEAD
ELAQUENT  / LOST MIDAS

TINA AND THE
B-SIDES

KAT PERKINS
NBC’S THE VOICE

SEP
25

SEP
26

SEP
28

OCT
10

NOV
15

NOV
22

http://www.maynestage.com



