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By Ross FoRman
 
Linda Bubon will be playing more golf, a lot more golf. Sure, golf has been pre-
scribed by her physical therapist as she rehabilitates from a spinal cord injury, but 
golf is just yet another sporting passion for the Chicagoan who played volleyball for 
the predominantly LGBT Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association (CMSA), including 
beach volleyball for the past 10 years, plus bowling and more.

Golf is exercising all of the right muscles, she’s been told, “and I’m playing better 
than I was last year,” Bubon said, smiling. 

Ann Christophersen, meanwhile, will play more golf, too, but she also has a long 
list of books that she wants to read, and now has the time to do so. Plus, Christo-
phersen wants to do some light research, “have my mind opened to new things,” 
and learn more about Chicago—the history of the city, the architects, the buildings, 
and more.

Both have the time to now do as they please—and certainly have earned the 
stress-free, duty-free, carefree days in their 60s. They were the longtime co-owners 
of Women & Children First, which they sold in July.

“I have felt, especially for the last 10 years, that we need to be this well-known, 
niche bookstore … and one way to have sustainable income and sales is by having 
Women & Children First truly become a [local] destination,” Bubon said. “The store 
has become a destination for LGBT people, families, book-lovers and certainly for 
feminists.”

turn to page 10angelica Ross (above) is using technology to empower the trans* community. 
Read more about her project on page 13. Photo by matt simonette

Look For Our Exciting Designs In The Wedding Guide!

Market DaYs 
(anD niGhts)

It was all about food, tunes, festivities and fun this weekend as northalsted market Days—the largest two-day street festival in the midwest—hosted more than 
100,000 individuals. see photos inside on page 14. Photo by Jerry nunn
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BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER BRUCE NORRIS  DIRECTED BY PAM MacKINNON

Tickets start at just $20.  steppenwolf.org  |  312-335-1650 

A wild and funny world premiere worth talking about. 

THE QUALMS

“Mr. Norris’s knack for writing smart, crisply 
funny dialogue has been well established… these 
debates are lively, funny and racy” – The New York Times

“Plenty of amusement ensues from the  
bawdy dialogue… The Qualms really is funny” – Variety

“Every comic beat lands just right” – Time Out Chicago

“Fascinating world premiere… Bruce Norris’s satire 
of swingers is pretty damned delicious” – Chicago Reader

THROUGH AUGUST 31!

http://www.steppenwolf.org


By TRaCy BaIm
 
More than 150 people gathered in Chicago Aug. 
6 to brainstorm about “LGBTQ Rights as Human 
Rights,” a project of the new nonprofit Global 
Act, a mainstream charity that hopes to bring 
together people from all walks of life, including 
nonprofits and businesses, to brainstorm new 
solutions to complex issues.
 The featured speakers at the event were Gau-
tam Raghavan, the White House liaison to the 
LGBT and Asian/Pacific Islander communities, 
and Mona Noriega, commissioner of the Chi-
cago Commission on Human Relations.
 This Chicago event focused on these local 
charities: Affinity, Chicago House, Center on 
Halsted, Howard Brown Health Center, Equality 
Illinois, and Lurie Children’s Hospital Division 
of Adolescent Medicine & Center for General 
Sexuality and HIV Prevention. Also attending 
were representatives from the Windy City Times 
LGBTQ Homeless Youth Summit.
 The highlight of the event was a performance 
by the Grammy-winning band FUN, which has 
partnered with Global Act through the band’s 
Ally Coalition charity. They performed several 
of their hits, plus a song from the new album 
they are working on. The group Witness Uganda 
also entertained the attendees and discussed 
their mission to help Ugandans, including LG-
BTQ people. Witness Uganda, created by Grif-
fin Matthews and Matt Gould (who are also 
partners in life), is a New York-bound play and 
this was their first performance as a Broadway-
bound cast.
 There was additional entertainment from mu-
sicians Jon and Valerie Guerra, the Low Down 
Brass Band, poets Malcolm London and Rafael 
Casal, and DJ Zeke Thomas. Chef Kevin Hickey 
served a rooftop dinner for the crowd, which 
represented a wide cross-section of the LGBTQ 
and allied community.
 The local business community also supported 
the event, which was held in the West Loop at 
IgniteGlass and Moonlight Studios. Art and mu-
sic were ever-present, with a live mural painted 
by Erik Debat outside during dinner, and ex-
pert artists from Ink Factory took words they 
heard throughout the day and made them into 
creative designs. Other sponsors were Event 
Creative, Bucket Feet, Lettuce Entertain You, 
RockIt Ranch Productions, Tiesta Tea, Chapin 
Coffee, Vanille, Vorzo, Akta, Uber, Context Me-
dia, and Nervana Group.
 The brainstorming portion of the day was 
meant to lead to new ideas for each of the non-
profits, who committed to work with Global 
Act to help followup on the recommendations. 

Global Act hopes to facilitate new connections 
for the groups, making implementation of new 
ideas possible.
 Global Act was launched this summer by Kev-
in Conroy Smith, who is based in Chicago, and 
Barry Eugene Avery Johnson, from New York. 
Smith is a longtime networker who set at age 
16 to meet three new people a day, allowing 
him to amass thousands of contacts around the 
world to work on special projects. Johnson has 
worked in President Obama’s White House as 
a senior advisor on several projects, including 
in the U.S. Department of Commerce as senior 
advisor on economic development, and as 
founding executive director of Select USA, to 
promote inward investment in the U.S.
 Global Act plans to have events all over the 
United States and in other countries, with their 
focus this year on LGBTQ rights. See http://
www.globalact.org.
 See more photos online at www.WindyCityMe-
diaGroup.com.

afC in report to 
un about hiv 
and minorities 
 In a report submitted to the United Nations, 
a national coalition of HIV/AIDS advocacy 
organizations details the disparate impact of 
HIV/AIDS on communities of color, and iden-
tifies what the groups perceive as a lack of 
U.S. action on social drivers of the epidemic in 
those communities as a human rights violation, 
according to a press release from AIDS Founda-
tion of Chicago (AFC).
 Led by the HIV Prevention Justice Alliance 
(HIV PJA), an AFC project, the report calls on 
the United States to make good on its Janu-
ary 2013 ratification of the Convention on the 
Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimina-
tion (CERD). In the convention, the United 
States pledged to “address disparities in HIV 
prevention and care involving racial and eth-
nic minorities and other marginalized popula-
tions.”
  “Unfortunately, U.S. efforts to combat HIV/
AIDS in communities of color have fallen far 
short of their goals,” said Suraj Madoori, man-
ager of HIV PJA, who will deliver the report to 
the UN in Geneva. 
 The coalition behind this report includes AFC 
and HIV PJA, PWN-USA, the Center for HIV Law 
and Policy, the Counter Narrative Project, Na-
tional Working Positive Coalition, Sero Project, 
Treatment Action Group and Women with a Vi-
sion.
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Global act group starts
LGbtQ-rights project

affinity, one of the working groups in the project. Photo by Tracy Baim

Chicago’s stoli Guy chosen
Web site Gay Cities and Stoli Vodka teamed up to choose a local representative for their national 
Stoli Guy competition, Sat., Aug. 9, on the Hydrate stage during Northalsted Market Days. The 
contest sought individuals who embodied the slogan “Inspired. Authentic. Original.” from a field 
of six contestants. The winner, Jon (second from left in above photo), will be flown to New York to 
compete against representatives of other US cities for the national Stoli Guy title.

The event was hosted by national LGBT Stoli brand ambassador Patrik Gallineaux and The Princess, 
who represented Chicago on season four of RuPaul’s Drag Race. Judges included Marc Felion of the 
Feast of Fun podcast, Nightspots editor Kirk Williamson, and Traver Rains and Richie Rich of the 
fashion duo Heatherette. The competition even featured a Heatherette hat-and-underwear walk-off.

Windy City Media Group was a media sponsor of the event.
Photos by anthony meade. see many more photos from the event online at www.WindyCity-

mediaGroup.com; see more northalsted market Days photos on page 14.
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By DeRRICk ClIFTon

For the investors who care about creating a so-
cially responsible portfolio, one key resource 
allows them to put their money in businesses 
with shared politics.

The Workplace Equality Portfolio, and its as-
sociated index, includes publicly traded com-
panies that support the LGBT community. To be 
included in the index, companies must score 
a perfect 100 on the Human Rights Campaign 
Corporate Equality Index or, if not featured on 
that index, must pass through various screen-
ings demonstrating they have in place respon-
sible corporate practices that would earn them 
such a score. 

The founder of the portfolio told Windy City 
Times that the goal of the enterprise centers 
on giving investors an opportunity to grow 
their funds within companies whose corporate 
practices support LGBT equality.

“What we’re trying to do is give people a way 
to invest in alignment with their values. I want 
to reward companies that have the right poli-
cies in place. I don’t want to reward companies 
who don’t treat all their employees with dig-
nity and respect, and I have a way to do that 
now,” said John Roberts, who also manages the 
portfolio for the Workplace Equality Index. 

The portfolio itself was launched 13 years 
ago by Denver Investments, an asset manage-
ment firm with expertise in administering port-
folios for investors opting for companies that 
support the LGBT community. 

The firm has amassed more than 150 member 
companies into the Workplace Equality Index, 
which boasts a list of heavy-hitting business 
from a wide swathe of industries, including 
names such as Barnes & Noble, Citigroup, Coca 

Cola and General Motors. 
But it really doesn’t matter how large a 

company is or how well its stock performs. If 
they’re not about equality, the portfolio’s man-
agers say, then they are simply excluded from 
the list.

“I think every action we take as consumers, 
investors and savers sends a message. If I buy 
a mutual fund with ExxonMobil as its largest 
holding, I’m supporting that company,” Rob-
erts said. “I’d rather not support their Draco-
nian policies. I’d rather funnel my money to an 
investment vehicle that has workplace [equal-
ity].”

As part of the screening process, the Work-
place Equality Index mandates that all member 
companies include language in their equal em-
ployment opportunity statement that indicates 
sexual orientation and gender identity are pro-
tected categories. In addition, member corpo-
rations must offer health benefits to same-sex 
spouses or partners of employees, in addition 
to other corporate benefits and benefits afford-
ed to their heterosexual counterparts. 

Various additional screens work to filter out 
companies whose ethics and policies would 
otherwise conflict with the principles estab-
lished for and followed by members of the 
Workplace Equality Index, but corporate finan-
cial health remains a dominant factor in the 
process also.

If a company were to enter bankruptcy, re-
organization or any other drastic institutional 
change that could alter the organizations’ fi-
nancial future, administrators of the Workplace 
Equality Index screen such companies accord-
ingly. The members’ stocks are equal-weighted, 
typically with a market capitalization larger 
than approximately $250 million, with rebal-

ancing done at the end of each quarter. 
Companies are added or deleted from the 

index in alignment with both financial and 
ethical health indicators established by the 
founders and administrators of the Workplace 
Equality Index.

As for would-be investors who wish to opt 
into the portfolio? One need not be a high net-

worth investor or a large foundation in order 
to participate, as of February 2014. Now, vir-
tually anyone or any organization wishing to 
invest can consult their financial adviser and 
purchase shares in the EQLT fund, via eqltfund.
com, Roberts said.

“We wanted this to be accessible to every-
body.”

new index examines
companies’ LGbt policies

target supports 
marriage equality
 Target announced its support for same-sex 
marriage in a court filing, finally putting an 
end to years of avoiding the subject, accord-
ing to CNN.com.
 The retail giant signed an amicus (friend-
of-the-court) brief in a case before a federal 
appeals court in Chicago, joining other big 
companies that have taken a stand for mar-
riage equality. The case deals with legal is-
sues in Wisconsin and Indiana, two states 
where lower courts have struck down gay-
marriage bans.
 Target—which operates nearly 1,800 
stores around the United States—has been 
criticized for remaining neutral on same-sex 
marriage in recent years. 
 Two years ago, the company refused to 
take an official stance when a battle over 
marriage equality raged in its home state 
of Minnesota. Windy City Times reported in 
2011 that now-former CEO Gregg Steinhafel 
issued a formal apology for his company’s 
contribution to a Minnesota political action 
committee that Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Tom Emmer, who espoused various 
anti-gay positions.
 The company received a perfect score on 
the Human Rights Campaign’s 2014 Corpo-
rate Equality Index.

Wheaton among
LGbt-unfriendliest 
schools
 The Princeton Review released its annual 
list of “The Best 379 Colleges,” ranking 
California’s Stanford University as the most 
LGBT-friendly college in the nation, LGBTQ 
Nation reported.
 The review also listed its most LGBT-un-
friendly schools, with Illinois’ Wheaton Col-
lege listed third, behind College of the Ozarks 
(in Point Lookout, Missouri) and Grove City 
College (in Grove City, Pennsylvania).
 Others on the top 20 “unfriendly” list 
include Utah’s Brigham Young University, 
North Carolina’s Wake Forest University and 
Indiana’s University of Notre Dame.
 Those on the top 20 “friendly” list include 
the University of Wisconsin, Minnesota’s Car-
leton College and New York’s Sarah Lawrence 
College.
 The annual survey asked 130,000 students 
at 379 top colleges to rate their schools on 
dozens of topics and report on their experi-
ences at them.
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STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.

What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking STRIBILD. 
Ask your healthcare provider if you have 
questions about how to reduce the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fl uids. 
Never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of 
lactic acidosis include feeling very 
weak or tired, unusual (not normal) 
muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold especially in your arms and 
legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after 
you take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed. 
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 
can be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into breast milk, 
and it is not known if this 
can harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

Ad Page 1
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Ad Size: 10.25” x 13.5” (Non-Bleed Newspaper Ad)
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you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a 
long time. In some cases, these serious 
conditions have led to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when 
used for lung problems (Revatio®), 
triazolam, oral midazolam, rifampin or 
the herb St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine 
adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do regular 
blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before and during treatment 
with STRIBILD. If you develop kidney 
problems, your healthcare provider 
may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any 
new symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effects that bother you or don’t 
go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell 
your healthcare provider if you have or 
had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. STRIBILD may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other 
medicines may affect how STRIBILD 
works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any new 
medicines while taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids 
at least 2 hours before or after 
you take STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan 
to become pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD can harm 
your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you 
become pregnant while 
taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed. 
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 
can be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into breast milk, 
and it is not known if this 
can harm the baby.

You are encouraged 
to report negative side 
effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.

Issued: October 2013
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is a trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb & Gilead Sciences, LLC. All other marks referenced herein 
are the property of their respective owners.
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Patient Information

STRIBILD® (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient 
Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD 
is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 
medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance 
of sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 
 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 • have trouble breathing
 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 
 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 • feel dizzy or lightheaded
 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

 • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 • dark “tea-colored” urine 
 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
 • loss of appetite for several days or longer
 • nausea 
 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse (� are-
up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV 
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop 
taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate 

(D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot®, 
Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), and 
methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• oral midazolam
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, 
including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)
•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 

(Atripla®, Combivir®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, 
Epzicom®, Kaletra®, Norvir®, Trizivir®, Truvada®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 

Your healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check 
your kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. 
Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if 
you develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which 
may lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do 
tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. 
Your immune system may get stronger and begin to � ght 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any 
new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea
• Diarrhea
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.
•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side 

effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection
•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 

if STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 -  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this 
registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.
•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 

following medicines:
 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 
 -  Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, 

or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or 
after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 
 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)
 -  bepridil hydrochloride (Vascor®, Bepadin®)
 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)
 -  buspirone
 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®) 
 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)
 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)
 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)
 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)
 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone
 -  diazepam (Valium®)
 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)
 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam
 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)
 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 
 -  fl urazepam
 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus®, Flovent® HFA, 

Veramyst®)
 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)
 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)
 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)
 -  mexiletine
 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)
 -  perphenazine
 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)
 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 
 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 
 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)
 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)
 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)
 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 

with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)
 -  sildena� l (Viagra®), tadala� l (Cialis®) or vardena� l (Levitra®, 

Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadala� l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)
 -  thioridazine
 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)
 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)
 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without � rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.

Issued: October 2013
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Although the two are stepping away from 
their ownership role, each still be work at the 
store, limited, for another year or two. Their 
images soon will appear on the walls of Women 
& Children First, among other milestones of in-
store moments.

Bubon and Christophersen definitely deserve 
this honor, and more.

“We saw feminism as part of a larger move-
ment—to social justice,” Christophersen said, 
talking about the store. “To have a place where 
people just felt comfortable, taken care of; that 
certainly is/was part of our legacy. Our legacy 
is creating that place and maintaining it, and 
then having something to hand over after 35 

years that can continue on into the future.”
Lynn Mooney and Sarah Hollenbeck, who 

were employees at Women & Children First, 
are the new co-owners. There were eight le-
gitimate offers for Bubon and Christophersen 
to consider.

Mooney and Hollenbeck no doubt were the 
favorites to win the bid for Women & Child 
First.

“They have complementary personalities,” 
Bubon said of the new owners. “Sarah’s youth-
fulness is way on their side.”

Both former owners said the selling process 
has been anxiety-filled, dating back to last fall. 
Now, it’s widespread congratulations and well-
wishes.

To help the selection process for future own-
ers, Bubon and Christophersen each compiled a 
list of pros and cons of potential future owners. 
“Frankly, we really were overwhelmed and im-
pressed by the level of commitment that these 
potential buyers exhibited. Enormous enthusi-
asm, all of them,” Bubon said.

Ultimately, two qualities stood out as most-
important to Bubon and Christophersen: book-
selling experience and a feminist commitment.

Of the final three bids, only two had book-
selling experience, Christophersen said.

Bubon and Christophersen said the in-store 
appearances of high-profile authors, such as 
President Jimmy Carter, “were wonderful,” and 
thus neither could select one that stood out 
more than others.

But for Bubon, she said the most memorable 
day was in July 1990 when they moved the 
bookstore from Halsted Street to its present 
location over a heat-filled weekend. About 75 
volunteers, mainly women, aided their move. 
Other volunteers fed the crew of movers. 

“To think that, at the time, we had been in 
business for only about 11 years, and yet we 
could rally that many people to help us, that 
meant so much,” Bubon said. 

Christophersen added, “Thinking back [on 
that move], it was sort of a way for people to 
be part of the community; it showed that this 
was truly their bookstore.”

Bubon said working at the store for a few 
days after officially selling it led to a true sense 
of “jubilation and happiness.” When she told 
her book group about the sale on Tuesday, 24 
hours before the sale news broke in the Windy 
City Times, they were thrilled, naturally. They 

have been meeting at the store for 25 years.
The founders had been considering selling 

Women & Children First for two years, and 
this was after the economic pitfall of 2007. 
“I didn’t really know if we would be working 
forever, or going out of business [due to the 
economic downfall], or even able to sell the 
store,” Bubon said.

Thankfully business turned around over the 
last three years.

From the beginning
It all started Nov. 10, 1979—the grand open-

ing of Women & Children First, then located on 
Armitage Avenue.
 “It was so much fun,” Bubon said. “Business-
es often have a ‘soft opening.’ Well, we didn’t 

know that concept [at the time], and it was an 
adventure opening right around the Christmas 
rush.”
 Bubon was working her waitress job the night 
before Windy & Children First initially opened. 
Christophersen was frantically cleaning the 
store late into the night, perhaps the morning. 
 “It was a late night,” Christophersen said, 
laughing.
 Bubon, the night before the store opened, 
waited on Phil Donahue and Marlo Thomas—
and she even invited them to attend the book-
store grand opening.
 “Marlo right away replied, ‘I hope you have 
my book [in stock at your store].’ I remember 
telling Ann that we had to get her book be-
cause they might stop by,” Bubon said.
 For the first few years that the business was 
open, all money that came in was put back into 
the business to help it grow.
 After four years open, Bubon quit waitressing 
on the side.
 After seven years open, she had a child—and 
she was certain the store would survive and 
thrive, even in her absence.
 “In my way of thinking, that’s when we 
reached a sense of stability,” Bubon said.
 So what about the store name?
 “We kept saying, what we wanted to focus 
on was women’s and children’s literature, but 
that’s [a] boring [name]. Then it popped out—
Women & Children First,” said Bubon who, with 
a smile, took credit for adding the word “First” 
to their name debate.
 Both certainly are happy that the new own-
ers announced they will keep the name, but 
Christophersen said it was logical, to their ad-
vantage. “We have a good local, regional and 
national reputation,” she said. “It was almost 
a prudent business decision.”
 Christophersen said she’ll miss the people 
most, those she interacted with on a daily 
basis. Plus, “I like thinking about the store,” 
she said. “We love books. We were readers and 
feminists—that’s the reason we opened the 
store.”
 Bubon spoke highly of the relationships built 
through the store—from customers and staff 
to book-sellers, and everyone in between. “The 
fact that you’ve met with, or known, somebody 
for 25, 30, 35 years … that’s a lot, a long 
time.”

linda Bubon (left) and ann Christophersen. Photo by Ross Forman
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By GReTChen RaChel BlICkensDeRFeR

When David Cicilline was elected mayor of 
Providence, Rhode Island, in November 2002, 
he became the first openly gay mayor of a 
U.S. state capital. The day after his landslide 
victory, he told the Providence Journal that 
his sexual orientation played no role in his 
campaign, rather his focus was upon the is-
sues. 
 Almost 12 years later, the sentiment 
seemed much the same in the third-floor 
reception hall of the Center on Halsted. On 
Aug. 5—to a small but enthusiastic crowd—
openly gay man Dennis Sneyers announced 
that he is on a mission to oust Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel from City Hall in the February 2015 
Chicago mayoral election. 
 “The people of Chicago will have two 
choices—either the status quo or electing 
someone like myself, who has ideas and will 
fight for the people of Chicago,” Sneyers told 
the audience.
 Those ideas and a platform of total city-
hall accountability to the tax-payer are de-
signed to address a long list of challenges 
that—according to Sneyers—include “the 
nearly 8 billion dollars in debt the city has 
racked up, an aging infrastructure, the grow-
ing gang problem along with a high murder 
rate and the closing of 16 public schools in 
Chicago.” 
 During the announcement of his candidacy, 
Sneyers wondered why Emanuel, his staff 
and the city’s aldermen have allowed issues 
such as $37 billion worth of underfunded 
pensions to go unchecked. “With all those 
eyes on our finances, it’s almost criminal,” 
he said. “I’m on the border of saying there 
should be a federal investigation. Our city 
council is almost an incestuous institution 
where the aldermen have more interest in 
protecting themselves than they do in serv-
ing the public.” 
 To that end, Sneyers said his first goal 
is to reduce the number of members on 
the city council while improving the qual-
ity of service Chicago residents receive. He 
also pledged to address the city’s financial 
problems—something he maintains Emanuel 
has failed to follow through on despite the 
mayor’s campaign platform. “Mayor Emanuel 
promised to reinvent government and make 
tough choices to get our financial house 
in order,” Sneyers said. “He’s done none of 
those things.” 
 Sneyers’ solutions involve the greater em-
powerment of Chicago’s residents. “One of 
my proposals is to allow the voters of Chi-
cago to vote on bond issues,” he said. “If we 
have to pay more taxes then we should have 
the right to say yes or no before a bond goes 
through.” 
 Similarly, Sneyers said he wants public elec-
tions held regarding the Board of Education 
and the Commissioners of the Chicago Park 

District. “By electing both of these groups, 
it will change how the agencies are run and 
make them reportable to the taxpayers and 
not the mayor,” he said. “This also allows the 
mayor to spend time on addressing the city’s 
finances, infrastructure and crime.” 
 Sneyers maintained that it took Emanuel 
an inordinate amount of time before he got 
around to addressing the city’s crime rate. 
“I don’t know why it took three and a half 
years to have that meeting,” he said. “It’s a 
meeting that I would have had my first week 
in office and it’s a meeting I will have every 
week until the issue is resolved.”
 Sneyers also placed a high priority on tack-
ling the issue of the city’s LGBT homeless 
youth—something that affected him per-
sonally in 2005 when he met a 17-year-old 
homeless man in Indiana. Nearly 10 years 
later, Sneyers acknowledged the problem 
is still pervasive. His solutions involve ac-
countability both in Springfield and in the 
home. “I think there’s a lot that state leg-
islators can do,” he told Windy City Times. 
“I think there should be stronger penalties 
against parents who abandon their child—
and that’s exactly what they are doing when 
they throw their child out of the house—or 
if the child is physically abused and doesn’t 
feel welcome in their home or their high 
school. There’s got to be more laws to pro-
tect these kids.”
 Sneyers labeled Emanuel as a one-solution-
mayor: “I don’t believe our mayor fully un-
derstands the depth and the nature of the 
issues that he’s facing.” 
 He also told Windy City Times that he in-
tends to be more of a compassionate and 
forthright leader. “If someone is in need, 
I am going to help,” he said. “[Emanuel] 
makes effective speeches but when it comes 
to the execution, he’s not so good.” 
 After his announcement, Sneyers shook the 
hands of each person who had attended, tak-
ing time to answer their questions. 
 Among the attendees was Chicagoan Ron 
Woods. “There were several things [Sneyer’s] 
said that I liked,” he said. “I like to think 
I’m a good judge of character and I think 
he’s sincere, dedicated and a good person. 
I respect someone who is willing to take on 
something he believes in. I think we can do 
better with him.”
 Kay Frederick said that she sees a lot of 
worth in Sneyer’s initiatives, particularly 
when it comes to education reform. “I think 
letting the public vote for the school board 
is a great idea,” she said. “It should not be 
something the mayor appoints in my opin-
ion.”
 She added that the small crowd seemed to 
suit this stage of Sneyer’s run perfectly. “You 
know, this early, I didn’t expect a thousand 
people to be here,” she said. “I thought an 
intimate setting for this announcement was 
great.”
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By Jason CaRson WIlson

An annual Black pride event’s continuity was 
interrupted—it was not formally held in 2014. 
Montrose Rocks, credited as the nation’s larg-
est one-day HIV testing event and health fair, 
didn’t take place this year. 

“It wasn’t [feasible] to host the event to 
test,” said event organizer Ariq Cabbler. He 
said the problem stemmed from the denial of a 
request to keep the sound system on until 6:30 
p.m. “We didn’t submit a permit this year [for 
the Montrose location].”

A “retooling” of both the event and time will 
occur in 2015, according to Cabbler. It’s slated 
to take place on the Saturday before the Chi-
cago Pride Parade. Burnham and Union parks, 
both considered as locations in 2014, are pos-
sible locales for next year.

The Rocks Coordinating Committee was in-
corporated in May 1998. Although the docu-
ment noted Gabbler was designated as a new 
agent, effective March 2013, the non-profit 
organization lost its tax-exempt status in May 
2012, according to the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service.

The Rocks Coordinating Committee has a new 
governing board for 2014-15. Cabbler declined 
to reveal the members’ names at this point. 
That group is expected to begin planning the 
application process in October. 

“In the future, it [the board] will be diverse,” 
he said.

Even though a permit was not applied for 
at Montrose and the Lake, according to docu-
ments obtained by the Windy City Times, Cab-
bler did prepare a permit application on behalf 
of Brothers Health Collective for another park. 
Gabbler serves as the collective’s executive di-
rector.

Cabbler said Brothers Health Collective had 
served as primary fiscal sponsor. But, to receive 
government funding, the organization had to 
hold the event instead of serving as a sponsor.

Due to budget cuts, both the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health and Chicago Department 
of Public Health stopped funding one-day 
events.

According to a May 21 fax cover letter, Broth-
ers Health Collective was prepared to send Chi-
cago Park District the permit—a little more 
than a month before the June 28 event (that 
was a Saturday, the day before Pride; usually 
the Rocks event was held on a Sunday). 

It requested space at Union Park, 1501 W. 
Randolph St., from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m., after 
being denied the time extension at Montrose 
Park. Union Park is located in the 27th Ward, 
where Walter Burnett Jr. serves as alderman. 

Cabbler said the extended time and new day 
was necessary, in order to reach testing goals. 
However, the park district planned to only al-
low four large events to take place at the park. 
If the event had taken place there, it would’ve 
been the park’s fifth large event. 

Cabbler said he dismissed holding the event 
at Burnham Park—another location option—
since it was only available Sunday. He noted 
that holding the event costs between $12,000 
and $15,000.

The permit said the event was slated to draw 
800 people and planned to feature 10 health 
vendors and drag queens as featured entertain-
ment. 

Cabbler, in part, blamed the event’s failure 
on 46th Ward Ald. James Cappleman’s lack of 
support.

“[Cappleman] was quite clear that he was go-
ing to do things differently,” Cabbler said. “He 
was very hands-off.”

Unlike his predecessor, former 46th Ward 
Ald. Helen Shiller, Cappleman didn’t organize  
a meeting between the Chicago Park District 
and special events commanders. Shiller, ac-
cording to Cabbler, was a “champion” of the 
event. Shiller’s coordination ensured a police 
presence helped reduce any incidents.

“There were no police resources at Montrose 
[Park],” Cabbler said, referring to last year’s 
event. “That’s a coordinated effort that re-
quires all hands on deck.”

In addition, Cabbler credited Shiller for help-
ing unauthorized vendors gain proper creden-
tials before the next event. However, violence 
prevention, not event improvements, has been 
Cappleman’s sole focus.

“It seems as if he saw it as a nuisance,” Cab-
bler said.

Tressa Freher, Cappleman’s chief of staff, 
responded to the organizer’s allegations in a 
statement. Freher said Cappleman signs off on 
event permits after the Chicago Police and Park 
departments have signed off.

“The permitting process for this event never 
got to the point of reaching [his] desk,” she 
said.

Unlike Montrose Rocks, Freher said, none of 
the various park events held each year require 
a joint meeting with the alderman’s office, 
event organizers, as well as the police and park 
departments. She said organizers were told last 
year that they would follow the same permit-
ting process as everyone else.

In response to Freher, Cabbler stressed the 
Rocks Coordinating Committee had always 
worked with the alderman and involved agen-
cies, since it was the 46th Ward’s largest event. 
Unlike Shiller, Cappleman refused to hold 
community meetings. Cabbler said the park 
district’s jurisdiction only extends to policing 
permit holders—not the event itself.

Rocks Coordinating Committee Co-Founder 
Michael O’Connor also expressed displeasure 
with Cappleman. O’Connor said Cappleman is 
being insensitive to the cultural tradition of 
Montrose Rocks. He also stressed the event’s 
focus on HIV testing, given the 46th Ward 
has a high rate of HIV and AIDS. [The Chicago 
Department of Public Health HIV/STI Informa-
tion Coordinator Marjani Williams said the city 

doesn’t track HIV rates in each ward.]
Tensions between the community and com-

manders reared its head in 2013. Police at-
tempted to connect a gang-related incident at 
the intersection of Wilson Street and Montrose 
Avenue to the Rocks event. 

That prompted a suggestion to turn the pub-
lic address system down at 5 p.m. A change 
in the Pride Parade route meant that people 
couldn’t get back to Montrose Avenue until 
after 5 p.m. So, testing numbers fell. Cabbler 
said only 60 people were tested in 2013.

how montrose Rocks began
The event has gone through a few changes 

during its nearly 20-year history. Event Orga-
nizer Ariq Cabbler said what’s now known as 
Montrose Rocks began life as Belmont Rocks 
and would move to Irving Park for a time.

However, the event didn’t waver from its 
focus on health. In addition to HIV testing, 
it offered breast and cervical cancer services. 
And, Montrose Rocks also offered domestic vio-
lence resources. In a 2012 Windy City Times 
story, former organizer Anthony Galloway said 
it provides more than health information and 
testing services.

“It brings a sense of community,” Galloway 
said. “It’s essential that an event like this oc-
curs.”

Research apparently reveals LGBT people—
with a community of supporters—have better 
health outcomes. Also, Lakeview isn’t the only 
neighborhood where LGBT Chicagoans live.

“We know that our community is spread out 
all over Chicago,” Galloway said.

Gabbler and Galloway took over leadership 
from Rocks Coordinating Committee founders 
O’Connor, Marc Loveless and Lloyd Kelly and 
other board members. However, only Cabbler’s 
name appears on an Illinois Secretary of State 
Corporation File Detail Report.

O’Connor stressed what inspired and sus-
tained the event during its lifetime.

“We wanted more than a party,” O’Connor 
said about the efforts of him, Marc Loveless 
and Lloyd Kelly to launch the Montrose Rocks 

event, several years after the original Belmont 
Rocks celebration had started.

“It’s the largest [organized] African-Ameri-
can presence on the lakefront,” he said.

“We decided we were going to be proactive,” 
O’Connor said. “We had a legal right to get the 
permit and we used that permit.”

That permit allowed Montrose Rocks to show-
case entertainment, a vital health service and 
a platform to policymakers as well as LGBT con-
stituent access to those power players.

U.S. Reps. Bobby Rush and Jesse Jackson Jr. 
as well as late former Cook County Board Presi-
dent John Stroger Jr. and former state Rep. 
Constance Howard have headlined the event. 
O’Connor is a former staffer for Howard.

“We’ve honored anyone who’s successfully 
achieved what we consider community ser-
vice,” O’Connor said.

O’Connor said the Rocks Coordinating Com-
mittee was the only active organization to 
honor African-American policymakers as well as 
allies publicly. He stressed why he and fellow 
Rocks Coordinating Committee founders had 
such a civic-minded focus.

“We understood the importance—unlike the 
apolitical [individuals] who fought us—of vis-
ibility of public policy decision-makers,” he 
said. “That visibility translates into helping 
public policy.”

House-music producer Frankie Knuckles, who 
died earlier this year, was also part of the 
event’s history. Knuckles played out of the back 
of his van at Belmont Rocks.

“As far as I can remember, African Ameri-
cans have always gathered separately from the 
parade,” O’Connor said. “There was a time we 
were not effectively reached out to.”

Belmont Rocks was a direct response to the 
“inability of promoters to adequately and le-
gally have a party on the lakefront,” accord-
ing to O’Connor. He recalled when the Chicago 
Police Department ran us off the lakefront” in 
the 1980s.

“They said we were not a part of the pride 
events,” he said.

Montrose rocks
annual event faces
uncertain future

attendees at
montrose 
Rocks
in 2013.
Photo by
Vern hester
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By GReTChen RaChel BlICkensDeRFeR

With same-sex marriage legal in 19 states and 
the issue on track for a Supreme Court hearing, 
activists, advocacy organizations and leaders 
have been turning their attention to the mul-
titude of other issues intersecting with and so 
affecting the LGBTQ community. 

On Aug. 8, the Center for the Study of Gen-
der and Sexuality at the University of Chicago 
was the setting for the second and final day of 
the Affinity and National Organization for Men 
Against Sexism (NOMAS) conference “At the 
Intersections: Gender, Sexual Orientation and 
Race in Public Policy.” 

Immigration reform, homelessness, employ-
ment, health and wellness, education, and in-
equities in the legal system were just a few 
of the topics forming the basis of impassioned 
and action-based discussions among people 
representing a broad spectrum of race, gender, 
sexual orientation and gender identity.

The idea for the conference was seeded dur-
ing a December 2013 community forum “Be-
yond Marriage Equality” organized by Affinity 
and black LGBTQ leaders. “We talked about 
three public policy areas and the need to work 
across community and identities,” Affinity Ex-
ecutive Director Kim L. Hunt told Windy City 
Times. “One of the outcomes of that half-day 
session was that people wanted to see a full 
day devoted to public policy.”

Donald Bell is one of the founding members 
of NOMAS—an almost 40- year-old pro-femi-
nist, gay-affirmative organization of men and 
women that has fought against racism, class 
distinctions and injustice. Bell said it was the 
synergy between NOMAS and Affinity’s two-
decade-long work that helped bring about the 
Intersections conference. “When Affinity was 
founded, I was on staff at a local university 
and I got a chance to play host to people 
addressing LGBT concerns for the Black com-
munity on the south-side,” he recalled. “The 
women took the lead in those conversations. 
We have since been dealing with social issues 
not on separate levels of race, gender or sexual 
orientation but together.”

That sense of unity began with an inspira-
tional performance from poet and choreog-
rapher Avery R. Young, followed by a lively, 
standing-room-only public policy roundtable 
moderated Chicago Fair Housing Alliance Exec-
utive Director Morgan Davis. Panelists included 
activist and human-rights champion Gaylon 
Alcaraz, AIDS Foundation of Chicago Interim 
President and CEO John Peller, lobbyist and 
former Illinois Unites for Marriage campaign 
manager John Kohlhepp and Audra Wilson, who 
is the district chief of staff for U.S. Congess-
woman Robin Kelly. 

Issues raised included life after marriage 
equality. “Now that marriage equality is grant-
ed, issues with respect to surrogacy and adop-
tion are now starting to rise to the surface,” 
Wilson said before updating the audience of 
the status of federal bills introduced in the 
past year including Fairness in Lending and 
Veterans Issues. 

She added that, despite Congressional grid-
lock, there have several Republican co-spon-
sors of those bills. “Interestingly, there is a 
probably more of a chance of some of these 
bills being passed when Congress gets back 
from recess this month,” she said. “Some of 
the issues we are talking about today particu-
larly health disparities and inequities among 
African American populations and the LGBT 
community, these are the issues we are going 
to be taking on.” Kelly is a co-sponsor of the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA).

Peller discussed the continuing work of the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago and the power of 

anti-retroviral medications such as PrEP that 
he said has “an upwards of 90-percent chance 
of preventing new HIV infections. We have an 
opportunity to harness the power of anti-retro-
viral medications to prevent HIV in a way that 
we have not known about before.” 

One audience member challenged Peller with 
her concerns that HIV advocacy has principally 
remained on the North Side of the city. “The 
disease has not left our community,” she said. 
“We know what’s happening to our young Black 
men and women yet we’re not given a platform 
to help ourselves.” 

“Can we be doing more? Yes.” Peller replied. 
“Can we be doing it better? Absolutely. I am 
deeply concerned about the lack of capacity 
among African American community-based or-
ganizations to serve the population.”

There was agreement on the need to build 
strong coalitions to forge new ground on issues 
such as HIV advocacy, ENDA and immigration, 
and for those coalitions to build on successes 
that have been achieved through decades of 
hard work. “I worked on immigration issues 
in 2004,” Kohlhepp said. “I learned so much 
about community organizing that the immigra-
tion movement taught me to bring to the mar-
riage equality effort. I don’t believe we would 
have had the success we did had we not had 
that history.” 

Yet—during the roundtable on Immigration 
Reform and Public Policy Impacts—both the 
panelists and the audience wrestled for over 
an hour with an overwhelming number of is-
sues that stretch far beyond the fickle interest 
of cable and network news on the child immi-
grants entering the country. 

Moderator and Association of Latinos as 
Motivating Action (ALMA) board member Luis 
Roman, alongside United African Organization 
Executive Director Alie Kabba and immigration 
attorney/LGBTQ Immigrant Rights Coalition 
member Roberto Romero-Perez discussed how 
that state of U.S. immigration law has torn 
apart families, left undocumented LGBTQ im-
migrants (at best) in legal limbo for years or 
at worse placed in detention facilities, some of 
which have turned a blind eye to gender iden-
tity and sexual assault. After detention, they 
are in danger of being summarily returned to 
countries where their sexual orientation has 
put their lives at risk. 

Romero-Perez cited a recent study from the 
Williams Institute at UCLA that estimated the 
number of LGBTQ immigrants in the United 
States to be close to 1 million. “Out of that 
1 million, approximately one-third are undocu-
mented,” he said. “There are close to 78 coun-
tries in the world where [same-sex] relation-
ships are criminalized. Many people don’t know 
that they can seek asylum in the U.S. based on 
persecution of their sexual orientation. By the 
time they discover that they can, it is usually 
too late and the one year deadline [to apply] 
has passed.” 

“It is not a one-dimensional fight,” Kabba 
agreed. “If we talk about full equality, we 
have to be willing to stand with every com-
munity fighting for social justice. Africa has 
been historically underrepresented and delib-
erately excluded from immigration.” He added 
that—during the last debate in the Senate—
both Democrats and Republicans seemed quite 
willing to dispense with the diversity visa pro-
gram that has served as a rare and legal form 
of entry for people from African nations. “We 
had to take on that battle,” Kabba said. “It was 
our allies in the LGBT community who stood 
with us.” 

There was a similar level of raw emotion dur-
ing a discussion on Crime and Justice in Insti-
tutions, Communities and the Home. Chairman 
and Commissioner of the Chicago Commission 

on Human Relations Mona Noriega joined Na-
tional Coordinator of the Black Youth Project 
100 (BYP100) Charlene Carruthers, Rape Victim 
Advocates Executive Director Sharmili Madjmu-
dar, Associate Executive Director of VCS Inc. 
Phyllis Frank, and moderator and Affinity Board 
Chair Ebonie Davis in order to face down top-
ics such as hate crimes, intimate partner and 
sexual violence and inequities in the legal sys-
tem particularly towards trans*people of color. 

“When you look at how Black people are 
criminalized and you look at who is all the 
way at the bottom, we are talking about Black 
trans* women,” Carruthers said preferring to 
use the term criminal legal rather than criminal 
justice system. “We have to be real about the 
liberation of Black people and not just from the 
perspective of Black people who are who we 
think they should be.” 

Noriega noted a massive lack of statistics 
that track the number of transgender people 
killed as the result of a hate crime. “Right now 
in Chicago, we only have 35 [total] reported 
hate crimes,” she said. “But we know in this 
city that there have been a hell of a lot more. 
We know that there are multiple times in Chica-
go that there have been trans*people who are 
killed but it’s not labeled a hate crime because 
we can’t find the perpetrator. Hate crimes are 
occurring. They are being underreported. We 
know that sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity is one basis for assault. This is where the 
intersection sometimes falls out from the peo-
ple who are on the margins.” 

Conference participants also tackled issues 
that included education; school environment 
and funding; economic issues for workers and 
families; health, wellness and reproductive jus-

tice; and housing and homelessness. 
At the end of the day, Hunt admitted to 

having mixed emotions caused by the sheer 
number of barriers still facing the communi-
ties she has ceaselessly worked for. “Anybody 
doing human rights or social justice work is in 
it to solve problems,” she said. “On the one 
hand, the litany of issues is absolutely over-
whelming and no one organization can address 
those issues and no one community can do this 
work. But what has been encouraging about 
today has been seeing all of these folks from 
different walks of life and different focus areas 
looking for that common ground as they iden-
tify issues that are most significant to their 
communities.”

Both Affinity and NOMAS acknowledged two 
allies in their struggles for full equality and 
justice in an evening post-conference recep-
tion held at the Washington Park Arts Incu-
bator. The evening included a presentation by 
the Legacy Project-an organization dedicated 
to combating LGBT bullying through educa-
tion and the celebration of LGBT contributions 
to history and an initiative that Hunt called 
“unique in the world.”

Former Sidetrack General Manager Chuck 
Hyde was honored alongside the Illinois Leg-
islative Black Caucus; Jason Hart, the special 
projects coordinator for state Rep. Rita May-
field, accepted for the caucus. 

 “I’ve taken a step back and taken some time 
to figure out what I really want to do now,” 
Hyde told Windy City Times. “I am so proud 
of the wave of change we have created. I am 
proud to have been a part of that. Working 
with organizations like Affinity, we have done 
something that mattered.” 
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affinity conference
takes on post-marriage
equality issues

From left: kim hunt, Chuck hyde and elizabeth mcknight at the “at the Intersections” 
conference. Photo by Gretchen Rachel Blickensderfer

bar association 
to honor
Jennifer pritzker
 The National LGBT Bar Association an-
nounced that retired Army Lt. Col. Jennifer 
Pritzker will receive the Frank Kameny Award 
during the organization’s 2014 Lavender Law 
Conference, to be held Aug. 21-23 in New 
York City.
 Pritzker is the chair and founder of the 
Pritzker Military Museum & Library; president 
and Founder of the Tawani Foundation; and 
president and CEO of Tawani Enterprises, Inc. 
Tawani’s projects include total restoration of 
the historic Monroe Building and the Emil 
Bach House in Chicago and investment in 
Squadron Capital LLC. 
 Pritzker has also been a prominent sup-
porter of LGBT military personnel.

‘Cupcakes and 
Condoms’ aug. 13 
at Little black pearl
 The Red Pump Project is inviting women to 
“Cupcakes and Condoms,” an evening of cup-
cakes, sexual health and girl talk centered 
around the Centers for Disease and Control 
(CDC) relaunch of the “Take Charge. Take the 
Test” campaign focused on African-American 
women.
 The event will take place Wed., Aug. 13, at 
Little Black Pearl, 1060 E. 47th St., 6-8 p.m.
 Email Tabatha Magobet, MPH, for more info 
at tmagobet@naacpnet.org.



aug. 13, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 13

By maTT sImoneTTe

Angelica Ross says that she’s all about helping 
her trans sisters and brothers “up their game.”

Speaking at a July 20 workshop at Center 
on Halsted, where she introduced community 
members to the concepts behind her new orga-
nization, TransTech, Ross said, “It’s expensive 
to live the life that we live. It’s not about judg-
ing, it’s about improving your game.”

Ross, who until June ran the employment 
program at Chicago House’s TransLife Center, 
hopes TransTech can help them do just that. 
The organization will try to train and educate 
trans people in tech-oriented skills such as 
coding and graphic design, and channel those 
skills into their own businesses.

Members of the trans community face espe-
cially difficult financial and vocational odds. 
Many, like Ross, have faced discrimination and 
hostility at their jobs, provided they are lucky 
enough to find employment in the first place. 
Precious Davis, who introduced Ross at the 
workshop, said that trans individuals are four 
times more likely than the general public to 
be subsiding on an annual income of less than 
$10,000, which is significantly lower than the 
federal poverty line.

But Ross thinks that technology has the po-
tential to help trans folks avoid falling into the 
traps of poverty. She is currently hunting for 
funders for TransTech, which follows business 
models she said are frequently employed by 
beauty school students.

The main ingredient participants will have to 
bring to the table, Ross added, is determina-
tion. “These skills are all things that can be 
learned.”

The key concepts powering TechTalk are em-
powerment, education and employment, ac-
cording to Ross, who told Windy City Times, 
“I see programs that teach skills but not em-
powerment, programs that don’t ask folks, ‘Do 
you know that there is a system? Do you know 
that there is privilege? Do you know that there 
is power?’”

The feeling of being without one’s own power 
or agency is one Ross has worked hard to over-
come for many years. A native of Racine, Wis-
consin, before her transition, she entered the 
Navy, where a group of her fellow officers held 
her out of a window to coax her into saying 
whether she was gay or not. She late received 
an “uncharacterized” discharge. “It wasn’t an 
honorable discharge or a dishonorable dis-
charge—it’s just kind of like I wasn’t there,” 
she told her workshop audience.

She became estranged from her family short-
ly after she made the decision to transition. “I 
promised myself I would never live my life for 
someone else,” Ross said.

She had difficulty keeping jobs, losing both 
a waitressing position, after a fight with a co-
worker, and a job at a make-up counter when 
fellow employees were uncomfortable about 
sharing a bathroom with her. She realized that 
her brightest prospects for affording medical 
care she would need for her transition would 
be through sex work. “I never thought I would 
find myself in the adult industry, but I found 
myself there.”

Ross became involved with an adult website 
based out of Hollywood, Florida. The stint as a 
model didn’t last long, however; the website’s 
owner frequently asked Ross to do technical 
work on the site and she soon found she had a 
flair for computer work.

She began teaching herself computer skills 
using tutorials she found online, and she and 
her then-partner were able to parlay her knowl-
edge into their own adult site, but the relation-
ship and the business dissolved. She eventually 
ended up working at an Apple Store, then went 

to work doing coding for Apple from her home 
in Wisconsin.

Being able to work from home, on a com-
puter, was beneficial, Ross said. “In days I was 
feeling not so confident because there was a 
forest growing on my chin, I could still log on 
and work.”

That independence from a traditional work-
place is an important aspect of the TransTech 
model. “The whole basis is people can access 
[the work] from wherever they are.”

Ross said she has no regrets about the adult 
work and looks on it as a stop along the path 
to her real calling. “Going through that process 
was a process in understanding my own value. 
I had to say to myself, ‘These are my circum-
stances now, but I am worth more than this.’ No 
decision a trans person makes is easy.”

Indeed, she sees TransTech as having the po-
tential to help benefit trans persons who might 
find themselves in situations similar to hers: 
“One of my hopes is that TransTech can develop 
harm reduction strategies around sex work, so 
maybe they can run a website and just do web-
cam work, instead of having to go out on the 
street.”

Ross’ main goal now is talking to individuals 
and organizations willing to help bring Trans-
Tech to fruition. “I need to find people with 
the means to donate—when the White House 
calls and invites you [to the LGBT Innovators 
Summit on July 7], you go, but I had to front 
the money for that ticket,” she said. “I have to 
watch what I spend and cut corners, but I’ve 
been there before.”

She knows that she’s fortunate to have a di-
verse enough skill set that she won’t go hun-
gry, and hopes TransTech can help other trans 
folks reach that same place: “Laverne Cox said 
at the Creating Change Conference that trans 
women need to be shown love in public spac-
es—we need someone to say, ‘I am here be-
cause I love you.’”

angelica ross:
using tech to empower
the trans* community

nat’l justice groups
criticize Michfest 
policy

Several national social-justice organiza-
tions have criticized the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival (also known as Michfest) for 
its unofficial policy excluding trans* women.

The Human Rights Campaign has thrown its 
weight behind those taking issue with the 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival’s “inten-
tion” to exclude transgender women, accord-
ing to Advocate.com. 

This happened just days after Equality 
Michigan called on the festival to reverse its 
policy. 

Other groups that have called on Michfest 
to change its policy include The National 
Black Justice Coalition, the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force and The National Center 
for Lesbian Rights.

Transadvocate.com reported that Rea Car-
ey, executive director of the task force, re-
cently said, “As an organization with a core 
value of inclusiveness, the Task Force be-
lieves that the Michigan Womyn’s Music Fes-
tival’s ‘womyn born womyn’ intention, to the 
exclusion of transgender women, must end. 
It also runs at variance with welcoming and 
respecting the reality of all women’s lives.”

This year, out Canadian rock trio Hunter 
Valentine announced it would not perform 
at the festival because of Michfest’s inten-
tion, which they see as discriminatory; also, 
Orange Is The New Black star Lea DeLaria 
cancelled her scheduled performance after 
becoming the subject of online criticsm for 
being on the event’s roster.

However, Gender Identity Watch has taken 
the opposite side, supporting the event’s 
policy, Transadvocate noted. The organiza-
tion claimed that the social-justice groups 
opposing the rule are anti-lesbian, and di-
rected them to read a “grass roots” booklet 
distributed at Michfest this year. 

One entry in the booklet reportedly states, 
“There is no such thing as ‘trans,’ other than 
it exists as a social phenomena that inten-
tionally or unintentionally, promotes male 
rule of our lives and separates us from our 
connection to ourselves and the laws of na-
ture. “

Michfest took place Aug. 5-10. 

bivins: state should
‘audit’ Center 
on halsted
By maTT sImoneTTe
 
Illinois Senate Minority Whip Tim Bivins, R-
Dixon, told right-wing website TheBlaze.com 
on Aug. 4 that he would like the state to 
audit how Center on Halsted (COH) spends 
money it receives from the government.
 “I certainly think sunlight should be shed 
on it,” Bivins said in the interview. “An au-
dit would let us know what they’re doing 
with the money. If you’re paying to keep the 
lights on, even if they are just renting the 
building out, there are objections to be made 
as to how the money is spent.”
 Bivins pointed to events held by outside 
organizations that had rented space at the 
Center, such as International Mr. Rubber and 
the Grabbys Awards, and said that if the Cen-
ter were holding “heterosexual sex events … 
every government body and citizen would be 
outraged and funding would cease immedi-
ately.”
 He attributed his colleagues’ silence on the 
issue to fear “of being labeled,” adding, “The 
AIDS hotline, I have no problem with that. 
But if another nonprofit with state funds was 
throwing wild parties, there would be calls 
for investigations and resignations.”
 Bivins, who was the sheriff of Lee County 
for 20 years, voted against both civil unions 
and the legalization of gay marriage in Il-
linois.

nLGJa national 
confab, summit 
in Chicago

The National Lesbian & Gay Journalists As-
sociation (NLGJA) will hold its national con-
vention and 10th LGBT Media Summit at the 
Palmer House Hilton, 17 E. Monroe St., on 
Aug. 21-24.

The assembly will begin with the LGBT 
Media Summit on Aug. 21 and three boot 
camps, followed by two full days of program-
ming.

Visit www.nlgja.org.

Lesbians Who tech 
network at the brixton

The Lesbians Who Tech Chicago Happy Hour—a free event for women in the queer community 
who work in and around the technology sector (and the women who love them)—took place on 
the second-floor patio and bar of The Brixton, 5420 N. Clark St., on Aug. 7. 

In a friendly business-casual setting, amidst vintage high-backed sofas in a cozy sea of 
leather and wood, the craft cocktails were flowing as a diverse crowd of women in professions 
such as web development, pharma, education, advertising and digital design networked and 
connected.

Organizer Lisa Marti-
nez has brought this San 
Francisco-based concept 
to Chicago to get women 
with similar interests 
together in a space to 
meet new people, share 
ideas, and increase vis-
ibility of females in a 
field that tends to be 
more male-dominated. 
The Brixton event is the 
third of ongoing monthly 
events, each at a differ-
ent location. Check out 
lesbianswhotech.org for 
information on future 
events. 

Photos and text by 
Angelique Smith; more 
images online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.
com

angelica Ross. Photo by Jessica sladek
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Market Days busier than ever
Northalsted Market Days hit Boystown once again on Halsted Street 
between the Belmont Avenue and Addison Street. 

On Aug. 9-10, easily more than 150,000 visitors descended on the 
area that was blessed with weather that was better than ever. 

Vendor booths full of food, drinks and novelties took over four city 
blocks. Music was, of course, a highlight with moments from singer 
Aaron Carter stage-diving, Go-Go Belinda Carlisle swaying signature 
moves in the breeze, and Neon Trees’ open frontman Tyler Glenn 
talking religion. Openly gay country singer Steve Grand talked 
about living in his parent’s house and Macklemore’s hitmaker 
Mary Lambert spoke of body issues. 

It was long weekend full of fun, festivities and frolick-
ing in a market where all parts of the LGBT rainbow 
were welcome.

Text and photos by Jerry nunn. see more online 
at www.WindyCitymediaGroup.com

steve Grand.

mary lambert.

aaron Carter.

Tyler Glenn of neon Trees.Belinda Carlisle.
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It was her first singing experience that was not musical theater, so 
Paige ManWaring definitely was nervous.
 But that didn’t show in this year’s Windy City Gay Idol, as 
ManWaring finished third overall.
 “The people involved [with the event] were absolutely incredible. 
Honestly, the nicest, friendliest, [most] caring, and insanely 
talented group of people on the planet,” she said. “Everyone in 
the community opened their arms to me and I could have never 
dreamed for a better experience. 
 “I was shocked to even make it into the final three, simply 
because I barely knew anyone.”
 She just moved to Chicago and decided to give it a shot thanks 
to last year’s winner, Maria Pahl, who she met at Crew Bar & Grill—
and Pahl encouraged ManWaring to give it a go after a fun night of 
karaoke.
 “She had never met me and went out of her way for a stranger,” 
ManWaring said. “I will never forget that, but that is the kind of 
competition this is: genuine. Honestly, I could not have lost to two 
nicer and more deserving people on the planet. [The winner and 
runner-up] were absolute pleasures to work with. So all in all, I am 
extremely honored and grateful.”
 ManWaring said the best part of Windy City Gay Idol was simply 
meeting “the incredible people involved. … I have so many new 
friends who came out of the experience; I wouldn’t trade that for 
the world.”

GAY in the
LIFE

Paige ManWaring
TeXT By Ross FoRman

Age
25

Neighborhood
Edgewater 

Relationship status
“In a relationship”

Job title
“I am a singer/actress/dancer, so 
obviously I work at Chicago Tavern 
restaurant serving.”

Hobbies
Remodeling and revamping old, 
unwanted furniture; vintage and 
thrift shopping; and movie-hopping.

Favorite TV shows
“This is an insanely hard question 
because I watch a ton of TV, so I will 
just list a bunch of great [shows]: 
Weeds, Alias, True Blood, Game of 
Thrones, One Piece, and above all, 
Dr. Who.”

Preferred drink at a bar
Bulleit Rye old fashion, gin martini 
super dirty with blue cheese olives, 
and wine

We Have Waited Long Enough: Open 
Transgender Service in the U.S. Military 
A discussion with Aaron Belkin of  The Palm Center 

Wed., Aug. 20, 2014 
6-8 p.m. 

The Keith House 
1900 S. Prairie Avenue, Chicago 

The event is free but there will be a donation request 
President Obama made history this year when the White House 
said it is open to a review of  Pentagon policies banning 
transgender troops from serving. In the history of  the republic, no 
president has ever signaled a willingness to consider transgender 
military service. When we win (and we will win), we will look back 
on the White House statement as the the beginning of  the end of  
the ban. But what will it take to cross the finish line, to convert the President’s general openness to 
reconsidering discriminatory policy into actual political change? Come discuss the prospects for change 
with some of  the participants in process  
Aaron Belkin is a professor, author, activist and dancer. Since 1999, Belkin has served as founding director of  the Palm Center, 
which The Advocate named as one of  the most effective LGBT rights organizations in the nation. He designed and implemented 
much of  the public education campaign that eroded popular support for military anti-gay discrimination, and when “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” was repealed, the president of  the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr. Fund observed that, “this day never would have arrived 
(or it would have been a much longer wait) without the persistent, grinding work of  the Michael Palm Center.” Harvard Law 
Professor Janet Halley said of  Belkin that, “Probably no single person deserves more credit for the repeal of  ‘don’t ask, don’t tell.’” 
Currently, the Palm Center is engaged in a long-term initiative to address transgender military service. 

Plus: Booksigning by Diane & Jacob Anderson-Minshall 
Authors of  Queerly Beloved:  
A Love Story Across Genders 

Imagine if, after 15 years as a lesbian couple, your partner turned to 
you and said, “I think I’m really a man.” For Diane and Jacob (née 
Suzy) Anderson-Minshall this isn’t a hypothetical question. It’s what 
really happened. Eight years later, the couple not only remains 
together, they still identify as queer, still work in LGBT media, and 
remain part of  the LGBT community. They paint a portrait of  love, 
not only to each other, but to the San Francisco Bay Area, LGBT 
publishing, and the queer community. Queerly Beloved is a love story 
that flies in the face of  expectations and raises questions about the 
true nature of  identity, sexuality, and love.  !

RSVP to: editor@windycitymediagroup.com 

Paige qualifies for Windy City Gay Idol at the Wild Card round at Progress Bar. 
Photo by kirk Williamson

Paige performs at the Windy City 
Gay Idol semi-finals at sidetrack. 
Photo by hal Baim

Paige gives a 
hug to Windy 
City Gay Idol 
winner Trish 
keporos at 
mayne stage. 
Photo by hal 
Baim

http://www.equalmark.com
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“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBT Consumer Index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, Research 
Director, Community marketing, Inc.
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the perfect
relationship?
With all the recent promotions and victories for 
equal marriage, it may seem that everyone in 
the GLBT community is in a perfect life-long 
relationship with their soulmate and that noth-
ing ever goes wrong for these lucky couples. 

Those who are on the right side of history 
are painting a lovely picture of successful rela-
tionships which have lasted through times so 
difficult I can’t even imagine. However, I have 
also cringed to read the inevitable stories that 
follow almost immediately with the unpleasant 
reality of divorce and custody battles. I used to 
feel those stories should be ignored because it 
gives gay couples a bad name and that those 
unhappy couples should just stay together 
awhile longer and try to work things out. 

Then my own relationship of six years end-
ed with a woman I considered my wife even 
though it is still not legal to marry in Indiana. 

We even have a child together. Now I know 
that these important details of relationships 
that don’t work need brought to the forefront. 
I secretly felt pressure to stay in my own rela-
tionship. I had to prove that a lesbian couple 
can make it through any dark time. I had to 
prove that our relationship was stronger be-
cause of everything we have had to overcome 
and would never end.

But you know what? Just like in any other 
relationship, sometimes it just doesn’t work. 

But then what do you do? Who do you turn 
to? Would counseling have helped? Where 
could we have gone? Those questions are too 
late to answer for me, but perhaps Illinois has 
better answers and can provide them for the 
Windy City area couples who are struggling to 
stay together despite all the other problems 
in this world: finances, children, jobs, health. 
We need to stop forcing the picture of GLBT 
couples as somehow better than straight cou-
ples. And we need both the same rights and 
the same help as straight couples. But since 
many gay couples don’t know where to turn, 
they either stay in unhappy situations or go 
from person to person in search of something 
they can’t find. And honestly, in some states 
and especially small towns, GLBT friends and 
relationship prospects can be hard to find. Re-
lationships are even more difficult when gay 
and straight is divided somehow into two sepa-
rate types of love.

Some straight couples stay together for 
life. Some never marry. Some have one night 
stands and never settle down. Some have kids 
and some choose not to or can’t. Some don’t 
know how to be single and some never want 
to be tied down. Some party like crazy as 
young adults and have multiple partners and 
then find monogamous love later in life. Re-
place the word “straight” with any other letter 
in the GLBTQ spectrum and you will see that 
any separation is ridiculous. We are all one. We 
love. Straight and gay couples alike need help 
with relationships, and if we don’t have a good 
family model to go by then we can be lost.

I believe my state of Indiana should still al-
low me to marry if I choose to again someday. 
I didn’t have to go through a legal divorce, 
but I do have to work on custody issues and 
prefer to stay out of court for now because 
I am too afraid and think it’s unnecessary as 
long as things are civil between my ex and me. 
But I think it’s time to stop portraying all gay 
couples as better than straight people, even if 
there are enemies who treat us as criminals. 
That’s why homophobes think we want special 
rights. We are all the same and we all deserve 
equal rights because that’s what we are: the 
same.
 kim Pierce Flowers is a freelance writer 
from Indiana.

LETTERS
The I’s have it

Dear Editor,

At one time we were described simply as the 
gay community. Then we were the lesbian and 
gay community. Next, the “B” for bisexuals and 
“T” for transgender were added. Sometimes, an 
“A” for allies was used.
 In Windy City Times’ July 30 Viewpoint col-
umn, Farah Salim wrote about the LGBTI com-
munity. “I”? She never tells us what this “I” 
stands for. [Editor’s note: “I” stands for “inter-
sex.”] Have we added yet another letter to this 
alphabet soup?
 I think this confuses people. Can’t we just go 
back to being the “gay community?”

Brian Treglown
Chicago

A matter of bias

It is a sad day when discrimination can be 
practiced in the name of religious liberty. This 
only points to the fact that religious liberty 
will always trump gay rights. This is also a rea-
son why the current ENDA legislation before 
Congress has become useless for most working-
class and poor LGBT people—because of reli-
gious exceptions that allow for discrimination. 
Either we believe in equality or we don’t.
 Recently, Cardinal Francis George Archbishop 
of Chicago instructed that the music director of 
Holy Family Church in Inverness be fired by the 
pastor for announcing that he’s marrying his 
partner of five years.
 The Archdiocese of Chicago released a state-
ment stating, “Worship ministers are expected 
to conform their lives publicly with the teach-
ings of the church.” While Pope Francis calls for 
a more inclusive Church to include LGBT people 
of faith Cardinal George promotes a different 
view one in which people can be fired from 
their job in the name of religious liberty.
 Now-former Holy Family music director Colin 
Collette told the Chicago Sun-Times someone 
sent to George a Facebook image featuring the 
couple after their engagement. The cardinal 
then sent the church’s pastor an email calling 

for Collette’s resignation, he said. When he re-
fused to resign, he was fired.
 In this past year I have noticed a disturb-
ing trend within Catholic institutions who are 
terminating individuals’ employment because 
of issues related to their sexual orientation 
or gender identity. Most of these terminations 
were aimed at LGBT Catholics who were in lov-
ing and monogamous relationships.
 The following examples of discrimination 
are only the top of the iceberg. A transgender 
woman was fired from a Catholic high school at 
the time of her gender transition. In another 
case, a job offer was rescinded because the em-
ployer suspected the potential employee was 
gay. Another case involved a parish volunteer 
who was fired because of his civil marriage to 
man. Perhaps the most outstanding example 
that made national news was that of Mark 
Zmuda, who was fired from his job at Eastside 
Catholic High School, near Seattle, for marry-
ing a man. This was done in the name of reli-
gious liberty.
 As a Roman Catholic, I do not believe we are 
put on earth to tell others when to have chil-
dren, whom to marry, what medicine to take or 
what insurance plan to buy. 
 I would remind George—who feels quite 
comfortable practicing discrimination based 
on sexual orientation—that this is inconsis-
tent with Catholic tradition. That tradition al-
lows for willingness not only to argue that my 
conscience should trump yours if you work for 
me.
 Further, an institution—whether a hospital, 
a church, a school or a Taco Bell—cannot be 
justified by current Catholic theology, or even 
by the Catholic catechism.
 George is doing gymnastics with Catholic 
moral theology to claim that he has not only a 
religious right, but also a constitutional right 
to discriminate in employment against LGBT 
people which begs the question where will it 
all end? Will the Catholic bishops try to stop 
everybody from buying meat during Lent? The 
Church has found a middle way with divorce 
and remarried Catholics; the same can be done 
with LGBT people.
 I agree with George when he says in his re-
cent column in the Catholic New World that 

“joy cannot be found in falsehood.”

Joe Murray
Executive Director
Rainbow Sash Movement

Tunney business

I think this year’s Pride Parade had a larger 
attendance than last year, and appeared to be 
a lot more controlled equaling a safer environ-
ment.
 Yet, there is something very troubling to me 
about who is making decisions for the Pride 
Parade as was indicated by 44th Ward Ald. Tom 
Tunney’s recent comments concerning if the 
Pride Parade should be kept in Lake View.
 The Pride Parade brings much-needed rev-
enue—not only to the Lake View LGBT com-
munity, but also to parts of the 46th Ward 
and both wards’ business communities. What’s 
next—petty bickering between [Tunney and 
46th Ward Ald. James Cappleman] over con-
trol?
 Tunney seems to think the parade is a neigh-
borhood event, which it is not. It is no more 
a neighborhood event than Chicago’s Air and 
Water Show. Like the Pride Parade, the Air and 
Water Show is independent of any aldermanic 
control. Why should the Pride Parade be any 
different?
 The other problem aggravating the situation 
is the lack of organization of the Pride Commit-
tee. Chicago deserves to have a fully functional 
LGBT Pride Committee, to include full financial 
accountability.
 I am not saying the alderman should not have 
input. That is a given—as he has every right 
to have input like everyone else—but control 
of the Pride organization should not rest with 
a ward organization. The shoe should be on the 
other foot; the ward organizations should have 
representatives from the Pride Committee sit-
ting on the ward subcommittees for good com-
munication. The Pride Committee should have 
independence to reflect the LGBT communities 
without patrician political involvement.

Joe Murray 
Chicago

KIM
PIERCE
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The annual benefit Dance for life is set for saturday. see below.  

MOVIES
‘Range’ relationship.
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THEATER DISH

BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

River North 
Dance 
Chicago’s 
Levizadik 
Buckins and 
ensemble in 
Eva by Frank 
Chaves. 
Photo by 
Cheryl Mann

By laURen WaRneCke

Once a year, Chicago’s premiere dance compa-
nies gather for a cause. 

In 1992, Dance for Life (DFL) was founded 
as an effort to raise money and awareness sur-
rounding the pervasiveness of HIV/AIDS in the 
the dance community. Co-founders Keith Elliott 
and Todd Keich conceived a dance show that 
would raise money for HIV/AIDS and the rest, 
as they say, is history. 

More than 20 years later, Elliott and Keich 
have scaled back their presence, although El-
iott remains involved from afar after moving 
to Scottsdale, Arizona, earlier this year. The 
festival is now in the hands of Managing Di-
rector Anthony Guerrero, with the support of a 
large committee of notable dance names from 
around Chicago. 

To date, Dance for Life has raised millions 
of dollars for 28 service organizations includ-
ing The Dancers’ Fund, an organization that 
provides emergency stipends to dancers facing 
unexpected illness or emergencies. The one-
night-only gala/performance is now accom-
panied by year-round initiatives such as Next 
Generation, a DFL satellite program aimed at 
getting school-aged children involved in phi-
lanthropy.

Fundraising aside, DFL is an opportunity to 
see Chicago’s finest dance companies together 
in one collective evening. Above all, DFL isn’t 
about ticket sales or audience engagement or 
whose dancers better than whom. It’s about 

community. 
Three of Chicago’s leading artistic direc-

tors took a moment with Windy City Times to 
weigh in on the importance of DFL in the dance 
community, why they participate, and what it 
means to each of them personally. 

Glenn Edgerton, artistic director of Hubbard 
Street Dance Chicago, stated, “I was a dancer 
in the ’80s and I remember the loss that our 
community experienced. Much about the situ-
ation has changed, but we’re still dealing with 
issues stemming from HIV and AIDS—they’re 
still very much present today. For our 35th an-
niversary last season, we created an evening-
length work, One Thousand Pieces, in part to 
honor all the people who’ve been part of the 
Hubbard Street family since the late ’70s. 

“I chose an excerpt from this piece for the 
company to perform at Dance for Life this year 
because I thought it might also represent the 
magnitude of this crisis, now felt across mul-
tiple generations, and in all kinds of communi-
ties. I’m glad that we’re still coming together 
each year, as dancers in Chicago, to remember 
those who’ve passed on, and to remind our-
selves of the work that remains to be done.”

Ashley Wheater, artistic director of The Jof-
frey Ballet of Chicago, said, “In curating this 
year’s program, the Dance for Life Committee 
decided to represent many forms of dance. 
Since the Joffrey is a ballet company [rather 
than contemporary or jazz], we agreed to pres-
ent one of the classics of the ballet repertoire, 
George Balanchine’s Tchaikovsky Pas de Deux. 

This is a bravura work, with extremely difficult  
jumps, turns and lifts. This is a beautiful work, 
with dynamic music and brilliant partnering. 

“We are honored to participate in Dance for 
Life again this year. Everyone in the dance 
community is touched by HIV/AIDS. Our own 
founder, Robert Joffrey, was one of the early 
casualties of this disease. Our presence at 
Dance for Life remembers his legacy, and hope-
fully will support our many friends and col-
leagues currently living with HIV/AIDS.”

Nick Pupillo, artistic director of Visceral 
Dance Chicago, told Windy City Times, “The 
Visceral dancers will be performing Impetere, 
an original work I created for the company in 
its first season (2013). I chose this full-compa-
ny piece because it captivates from beginning 
to end with great athleticism and power—an 
energy complementary to the uplifting nature 
of Dance for Life. I chose to participate be-
cause it is a fantastic opportunity to share the 
stage with our fellow Chicago dancers for a 
meaningful cause. 

“I am moved, as I know the dancers are, by 
the time and energy our community gives to 

HIV/AIDS support and awareness through this 
event. To me, Dance for Life means community. 
It brings together our dance community, those 
living with HIV/AIDS, those working in HIV/
AIDS care, education, and prevention, and of 
course our patrons and donors who make the 
event a success for the beneficiary organiza-
tions. It is inspiring and truly demonstrates the 
power of dance. A good friend of mine has been 
living with HIV for almost a decade. In this 
generation, it is fortunate that research and 
medication allow people like my friend to live 
happy and full lives.”

Also on the program this year for the Aug. 
16 event are Giordano Dance Chicago, Ensem-
ble Espanol Spanish Dance Theater, and River 
North Dance Chicago, with two world premieres 
by Randy Duncan and Harrison McEldowney & 
Jeremy Plummer. A 5 p.m. gala reception kicks 
off the evening at the Hilton Chicago Grand 
Ballroom, 720 S. Michigan Ave., followed by 
the 8 p.m. concert event at the Auditorium 
Theatre of Roosevelt University (50 E. Congress 
Pkwy.). Complimentary shuttle bus service is 
provided for transportation between the two 
venues. Tickets are $25-$75 for the perfor-
mance, or $250-$600 for the gala reception 
plus premium seating at the performance. To 
purchase tickets, call 312-922-5812 or visit 
www.danceforlifechicago.org.

also of note: Dancer/choreographer Francis-
co Aviña (most recently of Lucky Plush Produc-
tions) is in process for a new work titled “A.r.T: 
Anti Retro Viral Therapy.” A.r.T. is a biographi-
cal exploration of Aviña’s “daily recalibration 
and personal assessments that gives strength 
to transfer a positive diagnosis into a positive 
outlook on life.” Produced by High Concept 
Laboratories, Aviña is developing the work in 
residence at Mana Contemporary in Chicago’s 
Pilsen neighborhood, with the premiere to take 
place Aug. 29-30 and Sept. 4-5. For more in-
formation and tickets, visit high-concept-labo-
ratories.ticketleap.com.

Editor’s note: A profile of Aviña will run later 
this month in Windy City Times.

DANCIN’ FEATS

Chicago’s leading 
directors weigh in on
Dance for Life

ashley Wheater, artistic director of The 
Joffrey Ballet of Chicago.
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THEATER REVIEW

Fiddler on the Roof
Playwright: Joseph stein (book), 
Jerry Bock (music), sheldon harnick (lyrics)
at: light opera Works, Cahn auditorium, 
600 emerson st., evanston
Tickets: 847-920-5360; 
www.lightoperaWorks.com; $34-$94
Runs through: aug. 24

By JonaThan aBaRBanel

A good production of a great Broadway musi-
cal always is most welcome, and so it is with 
Fiddler on the Roof as Light Opera Works (LOW) 
wrings the joy and tears from this iconic work. 
It’s a handsome production with Adam Veness’ 
façade of Anatevka village houses warmly lit 
(sometimes with primary colors) by Andrew 
H. Meyers. The scenic design refreshingly re-
flects research among turn-of-the-last-century 
photos, without reliance on Marc Chagall-style 
imagery with which Fiddler long has been as-
sociated.
 This Fiddler also boasts a strong cast of sing-
ing actors, each and every one appropriate in 
age and personality to his/her role as directed 
and choreographed by Rudy Hogenmiller. As Te-
vye, Alex Honzen has the physical stature the 
role seems to demand and a voice capable of 
cantorial flourishes that sound straight from 
the synagogue. He and lithe Jenny Lamb as 
Golde are—blessedly, for once—the correct 
age for this pair of Ukrainian rural Jews, which 
is to say barely passed 40. Too often they are 
played by graybeards. They are supported, as 
one has come to expect at LOW, by a wonderful 
orchestra (Roger L. Bingaman conducting) with 

the lush sound of a full string section, playing 
the show’s original Broadway orchestrations.
 But something is missing that makes the dif-
ference between a good production of a great 
Broadway musical and a great production of 
a great musical. For one, the scenic design 
is atmospheric but static with everything on 
one level. Second story windows of the village 
houses glow with light, but don’t open and 
aren’t actually used. Actors carry furniture on 
and off rather than having scenic pieces flown 
or on wagons (small platforms that role on/off 
from the wings). This reveals the limits either 
of Cahn Auditorium’s long-outdated technol-
ogy or the production budget, or both. 
 More seriously, the dialog scenes sometimes 
are sluggish and, because they are unamplified, 
frequently difficult to hear. This means a lot of 
the jokes—and Fiddler is a funny show—are 
lost along the way. Additionally, Hogenmiller 
appears to have instructed his cast to render 
many jokes as everyday speech, rather than de-
liver them with snap or exaggeration.
 Still, when this Fiddler sings and dances it 
has all the strengths of this nearly-foolproof 
show. Hogenmiller’s choreography pays oc-
casional tribute to original director and cho-
reographer Jerome Robbins, as in the famous 
Act I wedding bottle dance, but Hogenmiller’s 
own work has spirit and joy as in the rousing 
“To Life” and his amusing staging of Tevye’s 
nightmare. And all will be charmed by the ut-
terly simple and sincere rendition of “Do You 
Love Me?” and the profound beauty of “Sab-
bath Prayer.”
 A perfect Fiddler? No. A pleasure nonethe-
less, right? Of course, right!

THEATER REVIEW

Down Range
Playwright: Jeffrey skinner
at: Genesis Theatrical Productions
in conjunction with national Pastime 
Theatre at the Preston Bradley 
Center, 941 W. lawrence ave.
Tickets: 773-327-7077; 
www.genesistheatricals.com; $45
Runs through: aug. 31

By maRy shen BaRnIDGe

Jeffrey Skinner is a poet, and he writes plays 
like a poet—that is, long on soliloquies and 
short on facts, with non-chronological scenes 
arising from a nebulous void to dissolve before 
achieving consequence. The only solution ca-
pable of redeeming such narrative conceits is 
for the author to pull forth a revelation of suf-
ficient dazzle to lend coherence to everything 
preceding its disclosure. Skinner, to his credit, 
delivers.
 We begin with G.I. Frank Raspoli recounting 
how Afghani snipers ambused him and buddy 
“Doc” Pettibone. Years later, Frank—now a ser-
geant major—receives news that Doc has died, 
and volunteers to escort the body to its burial 
site. As the officer in charge of military funer-
als acquaints us with its protocol, flashbacks 
show how Frank and Doc met and married the 
women who would follow them through mul-
tiple transfers and deployments, forsaking 
domestic stability and security to live in a 
marital limbo engendered by frequent separa-
tions. (Beth Raspoli laments her spouse’s ab-

sence for 40 months—more than half—of their 
five years together, declaring that HE has “the 
army, the brotherhood, the great cause, but all 
I have is YOU!”) The husbands, too, find their 
plans eroding as they adapt to their chosen 
employment in ways they did not anticipate. 
 A soldier swapping confidences with the ghost 
of his dead comrade-in-arms is a commonplace 
literary device nowadays. Also, Frank’s quixotic 
attempts at adopting an orphaned child to 
comfort the infertile Beth are not wholly im-
plausible. By the time, however, that Doc’s wife 
offers herself to Beth as a mother-surrogate—a 
scheme involving the adulterous seduction of 
Frank (who may or may not be privy to the ar-
rangement)—we begin to suspect that these 
events are occurring within the imagination of 
one of the characters. The question then be-
comes, which one? 
 Running nearly two hours (with one intermis-
sion) in the cavelike Preston Bradley Center 
auditorium, this Genesis Theatre production is 
directed by legendary Chicago expat Kay Marti-
novich, whose expertise with polemical drama 
is apparent in the clearly defined devolution of 
Carl Herzog’s Frank and David Lawrence Ham-
ilton’s Doc from idealistic intellectuals seek-
ing adventure to monosyllabic battle-fatigued 
grunts trudging from day to day. Carey Lee Bur-
ton and Whitney Morse also serve as evidence 
of the adage about military families. (“If the 
army wanted you to have a wife, it would have 
issued you one.”) Skinner sometimes falls prey 
to stating the obvious, but his insights into 
the damage inflicted by war upon its affiliates 
emerge as irrefutable as they are eloquent.

THEATER REVIEW

The Dueling
Gentlemen
Playwright: marvin eduardo Quijada 
at: silent Theatre Company 
at 1914 n. milwaukee ave. 
Tickets: www.silenttheatre.com; $15-$20
Runs through: aug. 31

By sCoTT C. moRGan

As befits its name, Silent Theatre Company 
has built a reputation through the years for 
its dedication to pantomimed storytelling 
and its very stylized approach to black-and-
white sets, costuming and makeup.
 So if you’ve previously seen a trademark 
black-and-white Silent Theatre show, you 
might be taken aback by the colorful back-
stage dressing room set that greets you for 
the new collaboration known as The Dueling 
Gentlemen. You might also have to adjust to 
the Silent Theatre creative hub space which 
feels just like an industrial artist’s loft apart-

ment that reverberates along to the passing 
Blue Line CTA trains near the Western stop.

But once you get over the surroundings 
and the addition of color, the typical Silent 
Theatre style of storytelling kicks into high 
gear in The Dueling Gentlemen with its tale 
tied to a team of vaudeville performers and 
their rapidly deteriorating professional and 
personal relationship.

Created and performed by Marvin Eduardo 
Quijada, The Dueling Gentlemen focuses on 
the collaboration between Peter the Perfec-
tionist (Quijada) and Albert the Alcoholic 
(Dan Howard), and their oft-performed two-
man vaudeville act called The Ugly Blonde. 
The show starts with this very funny and 
dramatic routine while Albert and Peter play 
roles such as thwarted suitor, accepted suit-
or, marrying priest and of course, the title 
Ugly Blonde.

But then we get a glimpse of their profes-
sional disharmony backstage, as Albert rails 
against his five-year contract while Marvin 
tries to maintain the quality of their perfor-
mances. Things turn murderous by the end, 
all the while Ian Paul Custer providing solid 
musical accompaniment as the Guy on the 
Piano, while stage manager Shannon Evans 
keeps things apace with the proper timing 
of the projected title cards and snippets of 
written dialogue.

The Dueling Gentlemen certainly deserves 
praise for its main performances as Quijada 
and Howard get across the seething anger 
and resentment of two vaudevillians who re-
ally wish they were either better behaved or 
free to offer more variety in performance. 
But the repeated play-within-a-play routine 
of The Ugly Blonde gets a tad tiresome after 
a while, especially since Quijada and Howard 
need to make the performance breakdowns 
more distinct and dramatic. (Otherwise, au-
diences will likely compare them unfavorably 
to Michael Frayn’s celebrated 1982 backstage 
theater farce Noises Off.)

And at a running time of just over an hour, 
The Dueling Gentlemen could also have used 
more plot machinations to offer more dra-
matic meat to the project. But as a piece 
of theatrical silent theater, Silent Theatre 
definitely lives up to its name again with 
The Dueling Gentlemen—even with the po-
tentially unsettling addition of color.

Fiddler on the Roof. Photo by mona luan

The Dueling Gentlemen. Photo by krzys 
Piotrowski

CULTURE CLUB
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THEATER REVIEW

Churchill
Playwright: Ronald keaton
at: soloChicago Theater at the 
Greenhouse, 2257 n. lincoln ave.
Tickets: 773-404-7336; 
boxoffice@greenhousetheater.org; $25-$35
Runs through: sept. 14 

By maRy shen BaRnIDGe

Despite our professed love of democracy, we 
Yanks are even more enamored of monarchies, 
with their promise of destinies determined by 
luck and lineage. This tendency to mythologize 
our Anglo-Saxon ancestors may explain why 
playwrights so frequently balk at the contra-
dictions of Winston Churchill, whose historical 
importance in the 20th century is as undis-
puted as its sheer volume renders it difficult 
to document.
 He was born in 1874, son to the Duke of Marl-
borough. As a young graduate of Sandhurst, he 
served with a cavalry regiment, engaging in 
saber combat on horseback (!) against tribal 
chieftans in colonialist India. During World 
War I, he commanded a field battalion and 
invented the armored tanks that helped the 
allies to victory. Later, when England waged 
war against Hitler, his military savvy led to his 
appointment by the King to oversee his coun-
try’s strategic operations. In peacetime, he 
held various government offices and was twice 
elected prime minister. He was also a foreign 
correspondent, writing of his adventures even 
as he experienced them.
 So is this man who lived so many lives before 
dying at the age of 90 best portrayed as a ro-
mantic Victorian buck, a trench-hopping news-
hound, a grim-faced general or the cigar-puff-
ing politician most often recalled today? For 
this one-person play, Ronald Keaton introduces 
his subject in 1946, still suffering depression 
after being voted out of Parliament following 
the end of WW II, but exhilarated at having 
been invited by U.S. President Truman to speak 
at a small Missouri college on Western relations 
with Russia—little knowing, as he reviews the 
speech he has prepared for the occasion, that 
he will, on the morrow, coin the term “Iron 
Curtain” for all posterity.
 However gloomy its premise, this is no dry 

fact-choked schoolroom lecture. Assisted by 
Paul Deziel’s projections that locate us in time 
and place, Keaton has authored a brief glimpse 
of the “British Bulldog”—100 minutes with an 
intermission—rich in the acerbic wit and stir-
ring rhetoric that renders Churchill’s aphorisms 
quoted to this day. As a performer, Keaton’s 30 
years as one of Chicago’s favorite character ac-
tors enables his transformation into the portly, 
intrepid, whisky-swilling Brit whose vocal de-
livery evidences the self-educated orator adept 
at staking out his territory in the “wilderness 
of politics” he chose to explore. Under the deft 
direction of Kurt Johns, the results constitute 
an auspicious debut for the newly-founded 
SoloChicago Theatre series.

 More than 40 theater groups and individual per-
formers converge for the three-day The 26th annual 
abbie hoffman Died for our sins Theater Festival 
produced by Mary-Arrchie Theatre Company starting 
on Friday, Aug. 15, and running through Sunday, 
Aug. 17. There are dancers, comedians, jugglers and 
plenty more. The festival begins at 3 p.m. Aug. 15 
with a march from Daley Plaza up to Mary-Arrchie 
Theatre Company’s home at Angel Island, 731 W. 
Sheridan Rd., for an official opening ceremony fea-
turing Richard Cotovsky’s portrayal of political and 
social activist Abbie Hoffman at 7 p.m. Performances 
then continue through the wee hours of Monday, 
Aug. 18. Tickets are $10 for a one-day pass or $25 
for a weekend pass; visit www.maryarrchie.com for 
the full lineup or www.ticketweb.com. Photo of The 
Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble, which is in the festi-
val, by Jaaron Drew

SPOTLIGHTRonald keaton
as the title icon 
in Churchill. 
Photo from 
Greenhouse
Theater

CRITICS’ PICKS
Brigadoon, Goodman Theatre, through 

Aug. 17. It’s love in the Scottish High-
lands ... then and now in this luscious 
staging of a great, romantic show from 
Broadway’s Golden Age. Wonderful voices 
and orchestra give full value to the rhyth-
mic, lilting and soaring Lerner and Loewe 
score. JA

 Geezers, Redtwist Theatre, through 
Aug. 24. Despite its title, there’s no mis-
taking Tommy Lee Johnston’s retirement-
home residents for sitcom stereotypes, 
or their warm and compassionate stories 
for snarky-cutesy one-liners (and not one 
single toilet joke). MSB

 Intimate apparel, Eclipse Theatre at 
the Athenaeum, through Aug 24. Lynn 
Nottage’s portrait of gilded-age urban life 
may be populated with tough women sur-
viving grim hardships, but it also supplies 
enough romance to satisfy fans of lace-
petticoat fiction. MSB

 Who is Gabi Graysküll?, The Brendas 
at Public House Theatre, through Aug. 
28. Three extremely amusing veterans of 
GayCo piece together a hilarious sketch 
comedy show with improvised elements to 
mock both high and low aspects of the 
modern art world. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

360 N. BROADWAY | AURORA IL 60505 
630.896.6666 or RIVEREDGEAURORA.COM

special guest 
INDIGO GIRLS  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29

jennifer 
nettles

opening act 
 BRANDY CLARK

http://www.riveredgeaurora.com


Into the Storm;
film notes
One would suppose that a director with the 
movies Aliens of the Deep, Final Destination 
5 and Surefire (a film about raging forest fires) 
on his resume would be the perfect guy to helm 
a big-budget tornado disaster movie like Into 
the storm. And on that score, Steven Quale, 
said director, does indeed deliver a film that 
is just about as memorable as those already 
forgotten pieces of mass entertainment.

At this late date, with audiences conditioned 
by decades of disaster flicks, the “wow” factor 
when it comes to the genre needs to be re-
ally … wow. Certainly, after the world has been 
spectacularly disposed of (or thereabouts) in 
various manners in 2012, The Day After To-
morrow, Deep Impact and Armageddon, et al, 
that’s a given. Into the Storm, with its amped-
up special effects (at one point we are “treat-
ed” to five realistic looking tornados swirling 
about our stock leading man and lady at the 
same time), doesn’t disappoint.

But the script—which involves two high 
school student brothers and their widowed fa-
ther who intersect with a group of seasoned 
stormchasers when those tornados come a 
swirlin’ unexpectedly on graduation day—is so 
bland that it makes one pine for the likes of 
Shelley Winters treading water in The Poseidon 
Adventure. 

Speaking of movie stars, it doesn’t help that 
the film has been cast with quasi-famous indi-
viduals who are capable rather than electrify-
ing. Richard Armitage, from The Hobbit films 
(unrecognizable with his beard shaved off), 
Sarah Wayne Callies (of The Walking Dead TV 
series) and comedian Matt Walsh (Veep, Up-
right Citizens Brigade) are “the stars” who pro-
fessionally deliver the forgettable dialogue, hit 
their marks and point in terror at the advanc-
ing, raging winds that were added in post but 
are otherwise instantly forgettable.

As usual, the foreshadowing is as subtle as, 
well, a tornado with no one in the small town 
heeding the warnings about the approaching 
cataclysmic weather and the head stormchaser 
doing just the opposite—pushing his worn-out 
crew to practically drive right into the storms 
in pursuit of footage he can sell. The two 
brothers, both of whom are handy with a video 
camera, are prepping to shoot the graduation 
ceremony (thus, the found footage style of the 
movie) when the little town of Silverton is sub-
jected without warning to the nasty storm. 

At one point, the pretty weather lady and the 
hunky widowed father (Callies and Armitage) 
“meet cute” as they both hang on to a truck, 
trying desperately to keep from being sucked 
up into the third or fourth tornado of the day. 
Later, one of the characters is sucked into the 
howling winds and literally travels all the way 
up to the upper stratosphere, glimpsing outer 
space in the process. Those moments brought 
howls of laughter from the audience and finally 
added some desperately needed cheese to the 
earnest but boring proceedings (that is, when-
ever the whooshing special effects momentari-
ly dissipated). 

In a movie culture that has brought us Shark-
nado and Sharknado 2 (with third and fourth 

editions, no doubt, in the pipeline), it’s un-
likely that without some real personality, some 
star wattage or a higher caliber or at least a 
healthy dose of cheese, Into the Storm could 
do anything more than blow out of town as 
quickly as it came—which is just what it does.

of related interest: noah, from Black Swan 
director Darren Aronofsky, stars Russell Crowe 
in the lead role and is also very much a disas-
ter epic—albeit one that, in retelling the Old 
Testament tale, draws on various religious and 
secular sources to create a hybrid of a religious 
epic and a sword-and-sandal swashbuckler. In 
addition, fallen angels come to earth as gi-
ant rock formations (a la Transformers). Jen-
nifer Connolly, Emma Watson, Ray Winstone, 
Anthony Hopkins and Logan Lerman (Watson 
and Lerman having co-starred in The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower) star in this rather offbeat 
film that mostly works. Now available on Blu-
ray and DVD.

Film notes:
—Rain Pryor, daughter of the comic legend 

Richard Pryor, will attend screenings of That 
Daughter’s Crazy, a documentary focusing on 
her upbringing and her, to say the least, color-
ful family. The film will screen as part of the 
Black Harvest Film Festival at the Gene Siskel 
Film Center, 164 N. State St., on Friday, Aug. 
15, and Saturday, Aug. 16, at 8:30 p.m. Pryor 
will be in attendance along with filmmaker El-
zbieta Szoka and other special guests. http://
www.siskelfilmcenter.org/that_daughters_cra-
zy

—As I noted a few weeks back, queer film 
audiences will be interested in another Black 
Harvest Film Festival offering: Bad hair (Per 
Malo), from director Mariana Rondon. It’s a 
Venezuelan film centered on a young Latin 
American boy named Junior and his social, 
cultural and sexual identity, vis-a-vis, his ‘fro. 
Things get tense in his homophobic family 
when his crush on a handsome news vendor 
becomes known. The film screens Sunday, Aug. 
17, at 3 p.m. and on Monday, Aug. 18, at 6 
p.m. http://www.siskelfilmcenter.org/black-
harvest_2014

—In honor of its 30th anniversary, 1984’s 
Purple Rain (which elevated Prince’s career 
into the stratosphere) plays as the final feature 
of the Summer Music Film Festival on Friday 
and Saturday at midnight, and Tuesday, Aug. 
19, at 9:45 p.m. at the Music Box, 3733 N. 
Southport Ave. This is a rare opportunity to see 
his royal purpleness—who was never better—
in all his self-indulgent, red-hot glory. http://
www.musicboxtheatre.com/festivals/summer-
music-film-festival-2014

—Cory Krueckeberg wrote and directed the 
sexy and surprisingly thought-provoking Get-
ting Go: The Go Doc Project, which delight-
ed (and heated) audiences last year when it 
played at queer film fests around the country 
(including Reeling). 

The film stars openly gay actor Tanner Cohen 

as a budding filmmaker who decides that the 
best way to connect with the hot go-go dancer 
at the local gay bar is to make a documentary 
about him. The less-than-shy dancer (memora-
bly played by uber-sexy Matthew Camp) quickly 
turns the tables and a hot affair commences. 

But, as the summer ends, will the romance 
blossom into love? Cohen also starred in the 
enchanting queer-themed quasi-musical Were 
the World Mine (also from Krueckeberg and his 
real-life partner Tom Gustafson, who produces 
here). Getting Go: The Go Doc Project is now 
out on DVD from Wolfe Releasing. https://
www.wolfevideo.com/products/getting-go-
the-go-doc-project/

—now available: The Best of Knight at the 
Movies: 2004-2014—a compilation book of 
more than 150 of my film reviews from a queer 
perspective for Windy City Times—is now avail-
able. www.knightatthemovies.com

Lesbian drama 
‘Anatomy’ on Vimeo

Writer/director Marina Rice Bader (executive 
producer of Elena Undone, A Perfect Ending) 
has released her feature-length directorial de-
but Anatomy of a Love Seen as a $5 digital 
rental on Vimeo via the film’s website, http://
www.AnatomyOfALoveSeen.com/.

Following the July 18 premiere of the lesbi-
an-themed drama at the 32nd Annual Outfest 
Los Angeles LGBT Film Festival, Bader immedi-
ately gave the film its worldwide release as a 
streaming rental. Anatomy of a Love Seen—
which was filmed in five days—stars Hollywood 
newcomers Sharon Hinnendael, Jill Evyn and 
Constance Brenneman.

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

By 
RIChaRD
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Into the storm. Photo courtesy of Warner Bros.

Poetry-vending 
machine at 
Replica Chicago

A poetry-vending machine is now at Rep-
lica Chicago, a printer/gift shop at 4425 
N. Milwaukee Ave. The machine, based on 
old-fashioned gumball dispensers, doles out 
verses of varying lengths for 50 cents each.

Sale of the poems will support Arts Alive 
Chicago, an arts organization responsible 
for more than 20 public murals (artsalive45.
com). 

Longtime ward resident Yvonne Zipter 
wrote the poems and coordinated the ma-
chine set-up. Zipter—the author of two po-
etry collections, two nonfiction books and 
other works—said she was inspired to con-
tribute after seeing the growth of the busi-
nesses and community that have resulted 
from 45th Ward Ald. John Arena’s revitaliza-
tion plan.

The poetry machine is on site there indefi-
nitely.

‘All-Night Flea 
Market’ Aug. 16 

Wheaton’s DuPage County Fairgrounds will 
host the annual “All-Night Flea Market” on 
Saturday, Aug. 16, 4 p.m.-4 a.m.

The event will include stars (including Er-
nie Hudson from Ghostbusters), live music, 
artists, celebrities and food. In addition, 
there will be thousands of treasures from 
hundreds of vendors specializing in antiques, 

folk arts and crafts, close-outs, housewares, 
advertising, coins, collectibles and much 
more.

See www.zurkopromotions.com.

Reeling film fest
details unveiled

The organizers of Reeling, the second lon-
gest-running LGBT film festival in the world, 
announced a line-up of movies for its 32nd 
edition, taking place Sept. 18-25.

Reeling returns to the Music Box Theatre, 
3733 N. Southport Ave., for its opening-
night gala on Thursday, Sept. 18, and then 
moves on to its main venue, Landmark’s 
Century Centre Cinema, 2828 N. Clark St., 
Sept. 19-25. The fest’s home base, Chicago 
Filmmakers, 5243 N. Clark St., will also host 
select screenings.

Reeling launches with the presentation of 
Eric Schaeffer’s Boy Meets Girl at the Music 
Box. The movie stars transgender actress Mi-
chelle Hendley. The closing-night film will 
be Patrik-Ian Polk’s Blackbird, which stars 
Julian Walker, Mo’Nique and Isaiah Washing-
ton.

Among the centerpiece screenings are 
Tom at the Farm, described as a “disturb-
ing thriller”; Lilting, starring out actor Ben 
Whishaw (Skyfall; Cloud Atlas) as a griev-
ing man trying to reach out to his deceased 
lover’s mother, who hadn’t known her son 
was gay; lesbian feature Anatomy of a Love 
Seen; and Drunktown’s Finest, which Robert 
Redford executive-produced.

The complete festival lineup and schedule, 
including shorts programs and special-event 
information, will be available on the Reel-
ing website mid-August. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at www.reelingfilmfestival.org 
or in person at Chicago Filmmakers, 5243 N. 
Clark St., starting Aug. 25. 

Skala paintings on
exhibit at Center

“Dreams Are Like Water: Recent Paintings 
by Gene Skala” is on exhibit at the Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., through Aug. 
19.

Skala, a Chicago-based painter, said in 
a press release, “My paintings are about a 
dreamer’s awareness of their own dream and 
their need to realize their own sense of oc-
cupancy within it.” 

yvonne Zipter and poetry-vending 
machine. Photo from Zipter
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By TRaCy BaIm
 

More than 6,000 athletes representing about 
50 counties and most of the U.S. states cel-
ebrated the opening of Gay Games 9 in the 
Cleveland-Akron area of Northeast Ohio Aug. 9. 
Politicians, performers and a parade of athletes 
were part of the 3.5-hour ceremony at the in-
door Quicken Loans Arena.

President Barack Obama sent a video greet-
ing to the celebrants, noting that the Gay 
Games were previously held in his hometown 
of Chicago, in 2006. “Welcome to Ohio and the 
United States of America. … It’s been remark-
able to see the games thrive over the years,” 
Obama said. “I know some of you have come 
from places where it requires courage, even 
defiance, to come out, sometimes at great per-
sonal risk. You should know that the United 
States stands with you, and for your human 
rights. Just as our athletes stand with you on 
the field at these games.”

Olympic diving champion Greg Louganis was 
the most high-profile openly LGBT athlete at 
the event, though out male athletes Jason Col-
lins and Robbie Rogers sent a video message 
of support, along with lesbian singer Melissa 
Etheridge.

Sara Lewinstein Waddell, widow of Dr. Tom 
Waddell, founder of the Gay Games, was at 
the event, along with their daughter, Jessica 
Waddell Lewinstein, and Sara’s partner, Sandra 
Ghilarducci. 

The Tom Waddell Award was presented to 
Russian lesbian athlete Elvina Yukakaeva, for 
her work on the Open Games in Russia earlier 
this year, and longtime Gay Games participant 
and wrestling organizer Gene Dermody. They 
gave speeches at a special Federation of Gay 
Games ceremony before the opening event, and 
their awards were announced at the arena.

The first hour of the ceremony featured the 
thousands of athletes marching in, including 
those representing Gay Games founding city 
San Francisco, and French athletes proud to be 
host of the 2018 Gay Games 10. There were 
some countries with just one to three athletes, 
such as India and South Africa (including 
Hlengiwe Buthelezi, who competed in Chicago 
in 2006). Contingents from Russia and Israel 
received loud applause, as did the countries 
with a handful of athletes. Some states had a 
few participants, others, especially California, 
New York, D.C., and the midwest states, had 
hundreds marching in. The International Gay 
Rodeo Association contingent also marched 
in together—representing the first Gay Games 
with a sanctioned rodeo event.

There was also a strong showing from Chi-
cago, and the rest of Illinois. One of the Chi-
cago Gay Games staff members, Rob Smither-
man, also was also a key staff member of Gay 
Games 9. 

As the various countries and states marched 
in, there was a fabricated guitar, dozens of feet 
wide, representing the city’s rock heritage—
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame is in Cleveland. 
The guitar was filled with names of each of the 
contingents, one by one. At the end, as the 
massive Ohio group marched in, the guitar was 
completed.

Politicians participated in pre-events and 
also spoke at the arena for the packed stadium 
crowd. Cleveland Mayor Frank G. Jackson, Ak-
ron Mayor Don Plusquellic, and U.S. Sen. Sher-
rod Brown and his wife Connie Schultz (a Pulit-
zer Prize-winning journalist) all spoke of their 
commitment to LGBT equality.

Federation of Gay Games co-presidents 
Joanie Evans, of London, and Kurt Dahl, of 
Chicago, also addressed the crowd, along with 
Gay Games 9 board co-chairs Hollie Ksiezyk and 
Steve Sokany. Gay Games 9 Executive Director 

Thomas Nobbe spoke earlier in the day at a 
press conference.

The ceremony featured several traditional 
Gay Games cultural elements: the always-en-
thusiastic cheerleaders, the Gay Games Band, 
with marching band members, and the Gay 
Games chorus. The chorus performed alone and 
then they were joined by Alex Newell of TV’s 
Glee, and Andrea McArdle (she did sing her 
famous “Tomorrow” song from Annie). Newell 
was a highlight of the night, and Newell also 
performed a number with McArdle.

Among the cheerleader numbers was one 
paying tribute to Cleveland as the birthplace 
of the Superman character, to the tune of “I 
Need a Hero.” Also fun was a number repre-
senting the “rubber” and “rock” of the Akron 
and Cleveland areas. (Akron’s roots are in the 
tire industry.) The piece was choreographed to 
the tune of “Proud Mary.”

Gay Games 9 opens 
in Cleveland-Akron

turn to page 30

above: Rainbow flag at the Gay Games 9 opening ceremonies in Cleveland. Photo by Bob olayas. 
Below left: Joanie evans and kurt Dahl. Below right: elvina yukakaeva and Gene Dermody. 
Photos by Tracy Baim. see more photos on page 30 and at www.WindyCitymediaGroup.com

http://www.chicagosky.net
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HELP WANTED

CLEANING SERVICES
ChesTnUT CleanInG seRVICes: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 

physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
make yoUR home look FaBUloUs!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

Gay oWneD anD oPeRaTeD FoR oVeR 35 yeaRs - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
hom, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

LEGAL SERVICES

MASSAGE
FIRsT-Class asIan male masseUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

RESEARCH STUDY
seekInG hIV+ men oF ColoR FoR sTUDy Who Do noT 
Take hIV meDICaTIons. We are seeking men living with 
HIV who are not taking HIV Medications. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has teamed up with 
Research Support Services and Emory University to carry 
out the research. We want to understand why some people 
living with HIV get treatment and some do not. We are 
also interested in interviewing HIV negative partners of 
our eligible study participants. The study involves a 1 hour 
interview which is an in-person discussion between you 
and an interviewer. You will be asked about your expe-
rience and thoughts on these topics. Participants will 
receive $40 as a token of appreciation.  Interview 
locations in Chicago and la.Funding for this study is 
provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC). Call Brenda Blanco at 888-444-0256. 
(8/20/14-2)

SPIRITUALITY

TRAVEL / B&B
ChaRmInG TRaVeRse CITy BeD anD BReakFasT, on 
M-22, minutes to town, bike trail, local wineries, ex-
cellent restaurants, sand dunes, Cherry Festival, and 
Film Festival. www.Innisfaire.com (8/6/14-8)

WEDDING SERVICES

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WonDeRInG WhaT To Do WITh Those WInDoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (9/10/14-13)

Gay oWneD anD oPeRaTeD FoR oVeR 35 yeaRs - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - hom, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 

ADVERTISE HERE 
aDVeRTIse heRe: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ANTIQUES

BOOKS
PRIDe oF loVe. New novel published spring of 2014. 
SAVE BIGGGGG!!! soanarchy@gmail.com. www.
prideoflove.com. www.prideoflove.jimbo.com 
(8/13/14-1)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

3919 N. Monticello
Church services Sun. 9:00am
School serves Pre K-3 to 8th
Grade with Extended Care

Park View
Lutheran

Church and
School

ParkViewLutheran.org
773-267-0072

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

NEW STORE OPENING
SOON IN SKOKIE

NOW HIRING:
Cashiers

Department Supervisors
Designer

Warehouse Specialists
Warehouse Supervisor
Pro Services Manager

WE OFFER:
Competitive salary & benefits
On-the-job training
Flexible work schedules 
(must be available weekends)
A fun working environment

For consideration, please
apply online at:

www.flooranddecoroutlets.
com/career-

opportunities.html

Equal Opportunity Employer
Drug Free Workplace

Wheaton...Legendary...Massive

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

ALL NIGHT
FLEA MARKET

Called one of the top 10 flea markets
in the country by the Discovery

Channel and National Geographic.
Sat. Aug 16th • 4pm - 4am / $7

Meet Ernie Hudson
of Ghostbusters and
Jon Provost of Lassie

Dupage County Fairgrounds
Wheaton (County Farm & Manchester)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - ONE 
BEDROOM

UnIQUe aRChITeCT-DesIGneD lakeVIeW DUPleX 
Sunny one-bedroom, 1-1/2 baths, in-unit washer/
dryer, central air, glass bridge, skylight. Near transpor-
tation, Music Box, restaurants. $1350.00 per month, 
plus gas and electric. owner-occupied. no pets. no 
smoking. available early october. 773-485-1956. 
garofalochris@yahoo.com (8/13/14-1)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - TWO 
BEDROOM

1611 ashlanD, Des PlaInes - updated 2 bdrm, 2 
bath, in unit laundry, 1 parking space, balcony, stor-
age, walk to METRA, restaurants and shopping.  Heat, 
water, gas included.  $1600.00/month plus $1600.00 
security.  sharon lynch, Century 21 elm. 847-471-
1984 (8/27/14-4)

APARTMENTS FOR RENT - THREE 
BEDROOM

RenoVaTeD 3 BR/2 BTh aPaRTmenT 855 W. margate 
Terrace. Gorgeous 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 bath reno-
vated apartment in attractive 3 unit building. Apart-
ment features two sunrooms, large living room, din-
ing room, new appliances, and A/C.  312-720-3136 
cjohnson@hallmark-johnson.com

FOR SALE / CONDOS
BeaUTIFUl ConDo FoR sale - North Howard area in 
Rogers Park Gleaming oak floors, granite chef’s kitch-
en, laundry, AC, two gorgeous marble bathrooms, Ja-
cuzzi, deck, Red Line, Evanston beaches nearby make 
this spectacular find! fitness center, coffee shops, res-
taurants. 7714 n Paulina. hs4020apt@gmail.com. 
773-474-3137 (8/6/14-1)

FOR SALE / CONDOS

FOR SALE / HOUSES
oak PaRk hoUse FoR sale. American four square 
vintage 1909 two-story, three bedroom house with 
finished basement in gay friendly Oak Park. Wood-
burning fireplace, art glass windows, newly remod-
eled kitchen and bathrooms, old oak trim, deck, bal-
cony, lush garden in rear. MLS# 08600302. Must see. 
$335,000. Contact John spillane at johnspillane@
remax.net. 708-386-1400, ext 180. (8/13/14-2)

8041 n. osceola, niles - spacious 3 bdrm, 2 bath up-
dated brick ranch. 2 full updated kitchens, sep DR, 
sunny family room, full fin bsmt with bar, 2 car det ga-
rage. Close to all highways. $348,800. sharon lynch, 
Century 21 elm. 847-471-1984 (8/27/14-4)

UNUSUAL OFFERS 
TIReD oF ChICaGo WInTeRs? Pack your toothbrushes 
and move right into 100% wonderfully FURNISHED, 
top-to-bottom, house and studio, huge PRIVATE acre 
gardens and lawns in gay friendly Clinton, Missis-
sippi. $117,000. 601-209-6116. Google: craigslist 
4591129044 (8/6/14-1)

REAL ESTATE

Hip 10th & 11th floor duplex penthouse
in trendy Buena Park elevator
building. Decorated “to the nines” this
corner unit features dark espresso
floors, combo liv/din/kit w/ stainless,
granite counters, fireplace and two
balconies (23' & 9'). Huge master
closet! RARE – two side by side
garage spaces included – $500,000

UPTOWN LUXURY…     
IT DOES EXIST!

3BR/2.5BA | 2000 SQFT

WWW.4350BROADWAY1012.COM
LISTED BY: MARK ZIPPERER

MZIP1@YAHOO.COM
(773) 612-6628

11194BellRd.KoenigRubloff.com 

SERENITY IN LEMONT
Ideally suited as a retreat from the hustle and bustle 
of day to day life, this sanctuary 3,300 square foot, 
six bedroom, three full and one half bath home 
sits 6.8 acres of secluded magnificent gardens. This 
beautifully-maintained and decorated Mid-Century home would make 
an ideal vacation home with its private tranquil setting. The exterior is 
highlighted by professional landscaping, a coy pond, and rolling hills 
just beyond the property. The kitchen is sleek and modern with a walk-in 
pantry and charming breakfast area. Window filled and overlooking the 
front landscape, the master suite boasts organized closets and a bathroom 
with a jetted tub and dual sinks. A separate greenhouse and unmatched 
setting make this a special property unlike any other.  $895,000 

JAMES F. KRAMER 312.475.4543  |  jkramer@koenigrubloff.com
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By PhIllIP-John PUZZo 

Pastoral artisan Cheese, Bread & Wine is a 
European-inspired, neighborhood, specialty 
wine and cheese shop co-owned by business 
and life partners Ken Miller and Greg O’Neill.  
 Established in August 2004 at the corner of 
Broadway and Wellington Avenue, the first Pas-
toral shop was only 382 square feet. According 
to O’Neill, “My partner and I lived in Europe, 
New York City, Boston, etc., but we noticed 
how there weren’t any boutique, specialty food 
stores in Chicago, unlike these other cities.” 
O’Neill and Miller saw a market gap. Miller is 
a former software developer and trained chef 
while O’Neill has worked in brand management 
for Colgate, Palm Olive, Motorola, Verizon and 
other companies; the couple combined their 
skills and founded Pastoral. 
 “We opened the store as a solution to our 
problems,” said O’Neill. 
 Although Pastoral has been branded as pri-
marily French in the past, O’Neill asserted that 
he didn’t want the shop to be excessively overt 
or exclusive. “We wanted something that ap-
pealed to all the great wine and cheese lo-
cations of the world like Sonoma, southern 
France, Italy and more,” said O’Neill. 
 Pastoral certainly has a lot to celebrate at its 
10th-anniversary festivities. 
 In 2007, Specialty Food Association awarded 
Pastoral the honor of “Outstanding Retailer of 
the Year,” which, according to O’Neill, is the 
highest distinction a specialty food store can 
earn in the United States. Pastoral received the 
accolade for the East Lake View store’s success, 
which is the smallest and shortest-tenured 
shop to ever win. 
 The same year, Pastoral founded its second 
location at 53 E. Lake St. in the Loop. Accord-
ing to O’Neill, the entire business changed af-
ter the new location’s grand opening. “There 
are 500,000 people working within a ¼ block 
radius of the Loop store and Millennium Park 
was only a few years old, drawing crowds from 
all over the world,” he said. “Pastoral went 
from a neighborhood shop to something more.”
 Then, just before Christmas 2009, Pastoral 
opened a third location in the Chicago French 
Market at the Ogilvy Transportation Center, 131 
N. Clinton St. 
 Additional locations and success aside, the 
combined square footage of Pastoral’s multiple 
locations could not accommodate the wine-
and-cheese shop’s increased business after 
2009. “We were bursting at the seams,” said 
O’Neill, “so we bought the space next to our 
flagship store and opened Bar Pastoral.” The 
bistro, 2947 N. Broadway, gives patrons the 
opportunity to experience O’Neill and Miller’s 
artisan concept in a sit-down environment. Ac-
cording to O’Neill, “We enjoy showing people 
which wines and cheeses pair well. The feed-
back from the neighborhood has been very 
positive.”
 Finally, Pastoral’s cheeses have been featured 
in William-Sonoma holiday catalogs three years 
in a row; highlighted by The Today Show’s Ann 
Curry a few years back; recommended by the 
Michelin Red Guide; and showcased on Oprah’s 
Favorite Things on three separate occasions. 
 Regarding Pastoral’s authoritative model, 
O’Neill is COO and Miller is CFO. Over the past 
10 years, the enterprise has grown from five 
employees to around 85, offering full medical 
benefits and starting salaries higher than mini-
mum wage. In reference to Pastoral’s notable 
employment standards, O’Neill said, “This feels 
like success to us. There are more important 
things than making money; there is a social 
responsibility.”
 On a lighter note, O’Neill and Miller have 
been labeled a number of comical nicknames 

over the past decade, including “Dairy Queens” 
and “Cheese Bears,” as well as pigeonholed as 
the owners of a “pop-and-pop shop.”
 What does the future hold? O’Neill said, “We 
embrace the possibility of opening another lo-
cation, but it has to be the right fit. I don’t 
think Pastoral is a destination within itself; we 
set up shop where there is an embedded market 
and substantial foot traffic.” 
 O’Neill continued by discussing the burgeon-
ing success of Pastoral’s catering and hors 
d’oeuvres enterprise; instituting brunch at Bar 
Pastoral on weekends at 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; and 

8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.            

Plenary Session: 
Transgender Journalists 
and Transgender Coverage 
in LGBT Media
PANELISTS: Christina Kahrl, Gretchen 
Rachel Blickensderfer, Jacob Anderson-
Minshall, Parker Molloy
MODERATOR: Fiona Dawson

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.         

Breakout Sessions:
a. Out On the Air: 
LGBT Journalists Working in 
Every Audio Platform From 
Podcasts to Web-Based and 
Traditional Radio
PANELISTS: Fausto Fernos, Scott Duff, 
Art Sims, Anna DeShawn  
MODERATOR: Cathy Renna

b. The Future of 
Lesbian Media
PANELISTS: Sarah Toce, Trish Bendix, 
Tracy Baim
MODERATOR: Diane Anderson-Minshall

Noon - 1:30 p.m.            

Lunch Plenary: 
The Future of 
Journalism Funding: 
Foundation Funding with the 
Ford Foundation, McCormick 
Foundation, Knight Foundation 
PANELISTS: Mark Hallet from McCormick, 
Barbara Raab from Ford; John Bracken 
from Knight Foundation
MODERATOR: Cheryl Corley from NPR

1:45 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Breakout Sessions:
a. Taking Back HIV 
Reporting in LGBT Media
PANELISTS: Todd Heywood, Jeff Berry, 
Johnathon Briggs
MODERATOR: Diane Anderson-Minshall

b. LGBT Issues, Athletes 
and Journalists in Sports 
Reporting
PANELISTS: Christina Kahrl, Kate Fagan, 
Michelle Garcia and Ross Forman
MODERATOR: Chuck Colbert

c. Online and Connected: 
Bloggers, Digital Natives, Social 
Media, Mobile Reporting and the 
Future of Journalism
PANELISTS: Noah Michelson, Zeke Stokes, 
Michael Crawford 

3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Breakout Sessions
a. Black, LGBT, and 
Read All Over: 
African-American Journalists 
in LGBT Media
PANELISTS: Alan Bell, Andrew Davis, 
Lenox Magee 
MODERATOR: Kirk Williamson

b. Young Journalists, 
J-School, and the 
LGBT Media
PANELISTS: Camille Beredjick, Derrick 
Clifton, Kaitlyn Jakola
MODERATOR: Zach Wichter

c. How We Count: 
Data Reporting and LGBT Issues  
WORKSHOP LEADER: Howard Goldberg, 
Associated Press New York Bureau Chief 

Summit Co-Chairs:
Tracy Baim
Publisher, Windy City Times

Diane Anderson-Minshall
Editor-at-large of The Advocate,
Editor-in-chief of HIV Plus
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See http://nlgja.org/2014 for registration details

The opening day of the 

National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Association 
Annual Conference 
Aug. 21-24 in Chicago

Thursday, Aug. 21, 2014
Chicago, Palmer House Hilton

17 E. Monroe St.

LGBT Media 
Summit
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pastoral marks 10 years   

Cheese case at Pastoral.turn to page 28



Wed., Aug. 13
Trans youth Resources and advocacy 

youth Drop-In Center Every Wednesday, 
safe, confidential place for transgender 
people between the ages of 14 to 24. Meet 
other youth who also identify as transgen-
der, or are questioning their gender iden-
tity. Free food, snacks and refreshments, 
music, peer support, adult supervision, re-
ferrals and education.   5:00pm - 7:00pm   
Broadway Youth Center,  615 W Wellington 
Ave.,  http://www.genderadvocates.org/
Tyra/TYRADropIn.html

Taste of andersonville Dinner Crawl 2014 
Selections from 20 restaurants in Chica-
go’s Andersonville neighborhood. Choose 
between the SALT Route and the PEPPER 
Route. Or do both with THE WHOLE EN-
CHILADA! $25 for each route in advance, 
$30 at the door (if available). THE WHOLE 
ENCHILADA is $45 in advance, $55 at the 
door (if available).   6:00pm - 9:00pm   
Headquarters location, Swedish American 
Museum, 5211 N. Clark St., 773-728-2995  
Tickets: http://www.andersonville.org

speakeasy: Crew’s 10th anniversary Party 
Celebrate a decade of Chicago’s very own 
gay sports bar with this Roaring ‘20s-
inspired party. $20 suggested donation 
gets you complimentary eats and drinks, 
plus raffle prizes. ‘20s attire encouraged. 
A benefit for TPAN and The People’s Music 
School.   7:00pm - 10:00pm   Crew Bar 
& Grill  4804 N Broadway  http://www.
worldsgreatestbar.com

second to none Zine: : Queer & Trans 
Chicago Voices A collection of nonfiction 
writing, including essays, interviews, and 
speeches that archive the lives of queer 
and trans artists, writers, and activists 
living in Chicago. This evening, several 
contributors to the zine will read their 
work, including: Kiam Marcelo Junio, NIC 
Kay, Jen Richards, Amina Ross, and Jakob 
VanLammeren.   7:30pm   Women & Chil-
dren First Bookstore,  5233 N. Clark St.,  
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Thursday, Aug. 14 
Parlour closing sale Music equipment, 

barware, furniture, fixtures. Questions 
to email groovinmurph@aol.com .   

Time:TBA   Parlour on Clark  6341 N Clark  
http://www.parlouronclark.com

heroes like Us: Representation in Comic 
Books Interactive discussion about how 
race, ethnicity, religious identity and sex-
ual orientation are represented in comic 
books. Free with reservations online or 
by email to events@prairie.org.  6:30pm 
- 8:30pm   Dimo’s Pizza, 1615 N. Damen 
Ave.,  Tickets: http://www.prairie.org

“love is strange” New film by Ira Sachs 
starring John Lithgow and Alfred Molina 
playing a long-term gay couple who get 
married in New York, and as a result lose 
both a job and an apartment.   7:00pm - 
9:00pm   Landmark Century Centre Cinema  
2828 N. Clark St.,  http://www.centeron-
halsted.org

Friday, Aug. 15
abbie hoffman Died for our sins” Theater 

Festival Festivities begin at Daley Plaza 
with a peaceful march to Mary-Arrchie’s 
home at Angel Island followed by opening 
ceremonies at 7 pm, with Artistic Director 
Richard Cotovsky’s portrayal of political 
and social activist Abbie Hoffman to bless 
the three days of virtually non-stop the-
atrical entertainment 0riginally created to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the 
Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethesda, 
NY. Since then, Mary-Arrchie has conclud-
ed its past 25 seasons by inviting any and 
all theater groups and performers into its 
performance space for the annual festival. 
$10 for a one-day pass, $25 for weekend  
3:00pm   Angel Island, 731 W. Sheridan 
Rd., Chicago  http://www.maryarrchie.
com. 

The Cabaret Project presents miss Concep-
tion Two shows at 7 and 9 p.m. $35 gen. 
adm., $45 VIP. Tickets available at www.
buytix.net  7:00pm - 11:00pm   Circuit 
Nightclub  3641 N Halsted St

Bible Bingo & late nite Catechism Bible 
Bingo is a comedy about the Catholic cul-
ture of fundraising and bingo, featuring 
the character, Mrs. Mary Margaret O’Brien, 
a former nun who now heads a fictitious 
archdiocese fundraising department. Now 
in its 21st year in Chicago.  8:00pm   Roy-
al George Theatre  1641 N Halsted St  312-

988-9000; http://www.latenitecatechism.
info

ok Go Touring to support their upcoming 
album, Hungry Ghosts. 18+   9:00pm   Lin-
coln Hall Chicago  2424 N Lincoln Ave.,  
Tickets: http://www.lincolnhallchicago.
com

Infiltration Salonathon has infiltrated the 
Neo-Futurarium. Curated by Jane Beachy, 
Joseph R. Varisco and Malic White. Fri-
day evenings before Too Much Light... at 
10:30 p.m. Tickets are still just $9 plus 
the roll of the die at the door ($10-15), or 
$20 in advance, plus a Roll-Back Refund if 
you guarantee your seats online ($14-19). 
Through Sept. 26.   10:30pm   The Neo-
Futurarium  5153 N. Ashland Ave.,  773-
275-5255.  http://neofuturists.org/

Saturday, Aug. 16
air & Water show The show can be viewed 

along the lakefront from Fullerton to Oak 
Street, with North Avenue Beach as the 
focal point. Free.  10:00am - 3:00pm   
North Avenue Beach  1600 N. Lake Shore 
Dr.,  http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/
en/depts/dca/supp_info/chicago_air_
and_watershow4.html

Depression and Bipolar support alliance, 
Chicago-area GlBT Chapter Specifically 
founded to meet the needs of the Chicago-
area GLBT community with mood disorders 
or other significant psychological condi-
tions, as well as their friends, partners, 
and family members. Free. No RSVP need-
ed.  11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on Hal-
sted  3656 N. Halsted St.,  http://www.
dbsa-glbt-chicago.com/

Chicago area naturist sons Nude Square 
Dance with Shoot-the-Moon Chicago. 
C.A.N.S. is dedicated to accepting and ap-
preciating the human body in its naturally 
beautiful state and provides opportunities 
for gay naturists to gather for fellowship 
and camaraderie. Info Cansmen@gmail.
com for   Time:TBA   Contact an organizer 
for location  http://www.cansguys.org/ 

Comedian Vickie shaw Tickets $25 Cash 
Bar and DJ Music following the show. All 
proceeds to benefit Holy Covenant MCC - 
Brookfield   6:00pm - 11:00pm.  Tickets: 
http://www.holycovenantmcc.org/Vickie-
shaw.html

out at the sox Chicago White Sox and Equal-
ity Illinois present. Hundreds of LGBT and 
ally fans will gather to watch the Chicago 
White Sox take on the Toronto Blue Jays 
at U.S. Cellular Field. $35 for a reserved 
seat. $10 more for pre-game party at Crew 
Bar & Grill.  6:15pm   U.S. Cellular Field  
333 W. 35th St., Tickets: http://www.
equalityillinois.us/events/outatthesox/

 

Dance for life Chicago Largest perfor-
mance-based AIDS fundraising event in 
the Midwest with: Giordano Dance Chi-
cago, Joffrey Ballet, River North Dance 
Chicago, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, 
Ensemble Espanol Spanish Dance Theater, 
Visceral Dance Chicago. Renowned chore-
ographers Randy Duncan, Harrison McEld-
owney and Jeremy Plummer. Benefits AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago, The Dancers’ Fund, 
Agape Missions, NFP and MADE: Making A 
Daily Effort. $250-$600 for both perfor-
mance and 5 pm Gala Reception at Hilton 
Chicago Grand Ballroom, 720 S. Michi-
gan Ave. $25-$75 for performance only.   
8:00pm   Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt 
University  50 E. Congress Pkwy.,  312-
922-5812  Tickets: http://www.dancefor-
lifechicago.org

Sunday, Aug. 17
air & Water show Boat Cruise hosted by 

honey West Cruise on the Anita Dee to 
benefit About Face Theater. Boat leaves 
Navy Pier dock at 1pm. $75 includes food 
and gift bag.   12:30pm - 5:30pm     ,  
http://facebook.com/chicagoboatcruise.  
Tickets: http://billylullo.com

PFlaG Chicago metro Chapter meetings 
held the third Sunday  2:00pm - 4:15pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://
www.pflagillinois.org/chapter-meetings/
pflag-metro-chicago/

Monday, Aug. 18
state Rep. kelly Cassidy meet and Greet 

At Taste Food and Wine, wine tasting and 
a 7 pm legislative update. Questions to 
repcassidy@gmail.com   5:00pm - 8:00pm   
Taste Food and Wine, 1506 W. Jarvis Ave., 

Bi movie night Every other Monday, a movie 
that deals with bisexuality in some way. 
Past movies have included Cabaret, Inter-
view With a Vampire, Kinsey, and Beautiful 
Creatures. Soft drinks.  7:00pm   Center 
on Halsted  3656 N. Halsted St.,  http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Tuesday, Aug. 19
miles away For Sissy and Ron, two desper-

ate pool hustlers holed up in a cheap ho-
tel, a brutal cycle of dependency, betrayal, 
and hope comes to a head.   7:30pm - 
9:30pm   The Side Project Theatre  1439 W 
Jarvis Ave  http://www,thesideproject.net  
Tickets: http://www,thesideproject.net

Women’s Book Group The Girls of Atomic 
City by Denise Kiernan  7:30pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore  5233 N. Clark St., 
http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Wed., Aug. 20
Transgender service in the U.s. military, 

aaron Belkin of The Palm Center Plus: 
Book-signing by Diane & Jacob Anderson-
Minshall Authors of Queerly Beloved: A 
Love Story Across Genders. The event is 
free but there will be a donation request. 
Space is limited. RSVP to editor@windyci-
tymediagroup.com  6:00pm - 8:00pm   The 
Keith House, 1900 S. Prairie Ave.

all aboard the soul Train AIDS Legal Coun-
cil of Chicago’s grooooovy summer party 
at Sidetrack. Continuing ALCC’s mission 
of using the power of the law to secure 
health, dignity and stability for people 
with HIV. Tickets range from the $50 
“Dancin’ Diva” level to the $500 “Hip-
pest Host” level, available at http://
www.eventbrite.com/e/all-aboard-the-
soul-train-tickets-12143859611  6:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N. Halsted St.

kate Fagan, author of The Reappearing 
act: Coming out as Gay on a College 
Basketball Team led by Born-again 
Christians. On the nationally ranked 
University of Colorado basketball team, 
Kate Fagan knew she was different from 
her teammates, most of whom were part 
of Colorado’s Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes.   7:30pm   Women & Children First 
Bookstore  5233 N. Clark St.,  http://www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com

MILITARY MAN

aaron Belkin will speak on 
transgender service in the 
U.s. military at The keith 
house, 1900 s. Prairie ave.
Promo photo

Wed., Aug. 20

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of
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considering the future of several projects that 
O’Neill isn’t willing to chat about just yet.
 In addition to his Pastoral-related duties, 
O’Neill serves as president and board chairman 
of the American Cheese Society, which is the 
largest trade association in the cheese industry 
across the world. Despite the fact that O’Neill 
holds this illustrious title, Pastoral included 
the mantra “It’s just cheese” in its guiding 
principles when originally creating the artisan 
shop in order to never forget the pleasure be-
hind food and drink. 
“ Pastoral employees do not take themselves 
too seriously; we are not trying to find the cure 
for cancer, “said O’Neill. “We just want to bring 
people a little bit of happiness as well as make 
ourselves happy.”
 Greg o’neill and ken miller will host Pas-
toral’s 10th-anniversay celebration sunday, 
aug. 17, 1-4 p.m., at 2947 n. Broadway.

Dish from page 27

Pastoral owners Greg o’neill (left) and ken 
miller.

Pastoral’s Grand Picnic.
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“Betty White’s a doll—as long as you’re not on 
the same show as her!”—Carol Channing.

I just spent a magical weekend in Province-
town, Massachusetts, that certainly didn’t start 
out so promising. Just before I arrived, I got 
a call from the hunky proprietor of the Crown 
& Anchor, Rick Murray, informing me that Liza 
Minnelli had cancelled her appearance in a 
joint concert with Alan Cumming due to a back 
injury. However, Alan would soldier on and do 
a solo concert, with a portion of his fee going 
to the Trevor Project. This created a logisti-
cal nightmare for the box-office staff. They 
had to contact everyone who bought tickets 
for these shows, refund the difference in ticket 
price (since Alan alone would be cheaper), re-
fund money to people who wanted to cancel 
and then resell the newly available tickets. 
It’s a credit to Rick and his staff that both of 
Cumming’s shows were SOLD OUT. In fact, they 
were standing room only—I should know, since 
I started the show standing (although, as long 
as Rick has a lap, I know I’ll always have a 
seat).

Although many of the people in attendance 
hadn’t seen Cumming live before, he won them 
over within minutes of hitting the stage with 
a subversive rendition of “Mein Herr.” Cum-
ming is not simply a singer—he’s an actor who 
sings. Each song is approached as a mini-act-
ing scene, which makes him connect with his 
audience as if they were watching a play. Rare-
ly have I seen an audience so rapt in attention. 
You could hear a pin drop (and kudos to the 
Crown for one of the best sound systems I’ve 
heard in eons). Given the audience demograph-
ic, it definitely didn’t hurt that Cumming’s pe-
nis was hanging to the right and clearly visible 
in his leather pants. I don’t believe anyone left 
that evening feeling short-changed. 

The next night, I was off to the P-town Art 
House for the incomparable Marilyn Maye—
more than ably assisted by the dashing Billy 
Stritch (along with my new best friends, Daniel 
Glass and Steve Doyle). Full disclosure—Mari-
lyn is like family to me. She’s a dear, sweet, 
incredibly talented lady who continues to as-
tonish me with a voice as big as her heart—
and that’s pretty damn big. Celebrating her 
fourth consecutive year performing in P-town, 
Marilyn pulled out all the stops and magically 
transported the audience to a different time—
a time when singers knew how to make a song 
their own and make an audience feel honored 
to be in their presence. And what a swell au-
dience Maye attracts. On opening night, there 
was Bob Mackie (who made Marilyn’s ensem-
ble). Closing night, Billie Jean King. And in 
between, Carol Channing and Tommy Tune. You 
can find pics of everyone on BillyMasters.com. 
Needless to say, if you ever get the chance to 
see Marilyn Maye, go—she’s one of a kind.

Channing and Tune were in Provincetown to 
appear at Town Hall (presented by the Crown & 
Anchor). In light of Liza’s cancellation, some 
wondered if the 93-year-old Channing would 
actually appear. They needn’t have worried—if 
Carol Channing was breathing, she’d be there. 
The way Tommy had devised the show, he’d 
welcome the capacity crowd, warm us up, set 
the stage and then bring on Carol to answer 
questions about her storied career.

Two other moments stand out. First, you will 
find very few people who will say anything 
against the beloved Betty White (even Bea 
Arthur never publicly spoke against her—al-
though Betty confirmed their issues after Bea’s 
death). Channing talked about doing a show 
with Betty which also featured Max the ba-
boon. Apparently, Carol was told to sit in the 
cage with Max for a while so that he could get 
used to her scent. This went OK initially, but 
once Max got agitated, Carol dashed out, was 
chased by Max and ended up panting in the 

production room with the cast. Betty White 
looked at Carol and laconically said, “Oh, Carol, 
we all had to get used to you at first!”

The highlight of the show was when Tommy 
asked Carol to recite the famous “Ephraim” 
speech from Hello, Dolly—where she talks 
about wanting to rejoin the human race. She 
fumbled a bit with the opening and said, “Let 
me start over.” Carol went back to the begin-
ning and did the entire speech flawlessly with 
enormous warmth and conviction, and then im-
mediately launched into the first verse of “Be-
fore the Parade Passes By.” There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house. I’ll run some photos from this 
incredible night on BillyMasters.com.

Speaking of the Great White Way, my buddy 
Sherri Shepherd will be making her Broadway 
debut in Cinderella. She joins the cast playing 
the evil stepmother, Madame, on Sept. 9.

By the time you read this, Sherri and Jenny 
will have left The View, and the show will be 
on summer hiatus. And yet, it’s still making 
news each and every day. As I already reported, 
executive producer Bill Geddie is out. Taking 
his place will be Bill Wolff, executive producer 
of The Rachel Maddow Show. As to who will fill 
the vacant co-host seats, we are told that ABC 
did tests with nine ladies alongside Whoopi 
Goldberg and Rosie O’Donnell. They are (in al-
phabetical order) S.E. Cupp, October Gonzalez, 
Jemele Hill, Sunny Hostin, Kayleigh McEnany, 
Ana Navarro, Stephanie Ruhle, Lauren Sanchez, 
Sage Steele and Nicolle Wallace. All of the 
women have previously guest-hosted. Sanchez 
has the distinction of having been considered 
for the gig before the show hired Lisa Ling in 
1999. Allegedly, Meghan McCain was invited to 
test, but declined.

When everyone but Rachel Campos is being 
tested for The View, we’ve definitely come to 
the end of yet another column. Phew—that was 
a lot of work for me ... especially for the sum-
mer. But I’ve gotta keep things fresh on www.
BillyMasters.com—the site that never sleeps. 
We didn’t have room to answer a question pub-
licly, but I’m always available for your queries. 
Just send ‘em along to Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back to you before the 
parade passes by! Until next time, remember, 
one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

according to Billy, Carol Channing still 
knows how to put on a show. Photo 
courtesy of Carol Channing Productions
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We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  

Also performing were out gay singers Lance 
Bass and Brandon James, and the evening 
concluded with several songs from the Pointer 
Sisters.

Earlier in the day, the annual International 
Rainbow Memorial Run was held, and at the 
opening ceremony, Brent Nicholson Earle, 
founder of the event, was acknowledged. A 
large rainbow flag was escorted on the arena 
floor, and then passed around through the 
crowd. It is a tribute to Gay Games athletes 
lost to AIDS, cancer, and other causes. Gay 
Games founder Waddell died of AIDS complica-
tions, and many of the early participants in the 
Gay Games were lost to the disease.

While Gay Games 9 is smaller by almost 
half compared to the 2006 Gay Games in Chi-
cago (which featured 11,700 participants from 
about 70 countries) and smaller than the Gay 
Games Cologne in 2010 (which had 9,500 par-
ticipants from 70 countries), the Gay Games in 
Cleveland-Akron has especially focused on pre-
senting a high-quality sports and culture event 
with a focus on financial controls. It is the first 
Gay Games allowed to have a presenting spon-
sor, The Cleveland Foundation, and it received 
extensive support from the governments in its 
region. Gay Games VII in Chicago did break 
even financially, but the Gay Games in Cologne 
was over budget.

The Gay Games continue through Aug. 16; 
see http://www.gg9cle.com/.

GaMes from page 25

singer lance Bass. Photos by Bob olayas.

Team Chicago.

anna DeChant.

Photo by Tracy Baim.

alex newell performs with the Gay Games chorus.
sara Waddell lewinstein (left) with daughter Jessica and partner 
sandra Ghilarducci. 

left to right: elizabeth kerekere and wife alofa aiono of new Zealand. Photo by Tracy Baim. Greg louganis. Gay Games 9 board co-chairs hollie ksiezyk and steve sokany. U.s. sen. sherrod 
Brown and his wife Connie schultz. Team Chicago marches in.
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1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!
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Angie Eden
161 N. Clark St.  •  Suite 4700

(312) 924-0213  •  angie@edenlawil.com

ExpEriEncEd rEprEsEntAtion 
our community cAn trust

prActicE ArEAs:
family law, divorCe, Child Support, CuStody, 

diSSolutioN of Civil uNioN, aNd orderS of proteCtioN

DON’T SUFFER WITH FOOT PAIN

Call us to stop the foot pain FAST!!!

• Got heel pain?
• Got warts?
• Got corns, calluses, 

ingrown toenails?

2740 W. Foster Ave.
Suite 107

773-561-8100
mychicagofootexpert.com

• Got foot and ankle pain?
• Need new orthotics? When experience counts...

In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates
• Bankruptcy     

• Wills, Trusts & Probate    

• Real Estate Closings     

• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices
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Now Showing At:
These Locations Only

Woodfield Mall
Center Court
Lower Level

847-619-2900

Water Tower Place
5th Floor

Center
312-944-4300

Jewelry enlarged to show detail.




