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others. Genderqueer playwright Sharon Bridgforth (right) plans to bring the blues-focused work “River See” to Links Hall. Mason press photo; Bridgforth photo 
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By GReTCHen RaCHeL BLiCKenSDeRfeR

In 1974, U.S. Reps. Bella Abzug and Ed Koch worked 
with the then-National Gay Task Force to introduce 
a Federal Equality Act with the purpose of banning 
employment and housing discrimination against gays 
and lesbians. The bill never made it out of the House 
of Representatives. 

That same year, Joel Hall opened a studio under the 
name of the Chicago City Theatre Company/Joel Hall 
Dancers in the Pakula Building on South Wabash Av-

enue. His mission then—as it is today—was to offer 
anyone who wanted to try, instruction in the art of 
dance regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender, 
gender expression, ability, racial or economic back-
ground or body type. 

As far as Hall is concerned, discrimination of any 
kind simply does not exist on his dance floors. “Ev-
eryone who comes in here does so on an even keel,” 
he told Windy City Times in a recent interview. “Every-
body starts out as an artist and that’s where we come 
in with our faculty and mentoring to take them to the 

place they want to be.” 
That place encompasses the desires and dreams of 

those who want to express themselves through move-
ment via jazz, ballet, street or any number of dance 
forms all to be nurtured rather than squelched in an 
environment completely insulated from the inequity 
of the world around it. For those who can’t afford 
class fees, Hall offers scholarships—sometimes from 
his own pocket. His staff works tirelessly, often only 

turn to page 9

Joel Hall studio
has money woes
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By CHuCK CoLBeRT
 
Gay Catholics in Chicago are mourning the 
death of—and remembering—a gay man who 
played a pivotal role in trying to bridge a gap 
between hierarchical harshness and doctrinal 
hostility to LGBTs among the faithful and a 
Church instinct for pastoral respect, compas-
sion, and sensitivity in ministry with them.

News of Jerry McEnany’s passing on Good 
Friday, April 18, came in a Facebook posting, 
which announced a memorial Mass for him, 
held at 10:00 am Thursday, May 15, at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel, with the Rev. Patrick J. Lee pre-
siding.

“Jerry believed that LGBT Roman Catholics 
had a rightful place in the Church, and he 
worked to ensure that AGLO could welcome 
everyone who gathered for Mass every Sunday 
evening,” read the Facebook posting.

The acronym AGLO stands for Archdiocesan 
Gay and Lesbian Outreach, a decades-long min-
istry with local LGBTs. It is a formally “recog-
nized ministry” of the Chicago archdiocese.

According to AGLO’s mission statement, the 
group seeks, “as people of God,” to “create a 
sense of community for those who wish to rec-
oncile their sexual orientation with their faith; 
provide an accepting and affirming atmosphere 
in which to worship in the Catholic tradition; 
provide opportunities for integration of per-
sonal experience through spiritual growth; 
share our distinctive gifts with each other and 
the Church at large, and witness our Catholic 
faith to the gay and lesbian community.” 

McEnany was one of a small group of original 
members who worked with the late Joseph Car-
dinal Bernadin to establish the AGLO ministry 
in 1988.

AGLO is believed to be one of its kind on 
the American Catholic landscape—an official 
ministry for gays that while toeing the Vatican 
line on mandatory, lifelong celibacy for LGBTs, 
celebrates a weekly liturgy and delivers social 
support and spiritual services, including prayer 
groups, retreats, service projects, and days of 
reflection, much like those provided within a 
parish community.

McEnany served on AGLO’s executive board 
for 23 years in a variety of roles, including co-
director, secretary and treasurer; he also men-
tored and groomed others for organizational 
leadership.

In remembering McEnany, several local gay 
Catholics spoke fondly of him, recalling his 
faith and dedication.

“Jerry was a remarkable man, reserved and 
mild mannered; and he exemplified the idea of 
silent service,” said Joe Vitek, AGLO’s director 
of community outreach, also an organization-
al spokesperson, who attended the memorial 
liturgy. “He always stepped forward to do the 
things no one else wanted to do, but which 
needed to be done.”

Vitek continued, “During Father Pat Lee’s 
homily, he told the story of the first time he 
met Jerry in 1986. Jerry had asked Father. Pat 
to visit and anoint a friend who was dying from 
AIDS, even though at the time no one knew 
the name of this disease. He learned that Jerry 
was the only person caring for the young man. 
Father Pat went on to say that each and every 
time he made a visit to someone in the com-
munity to bring them the sacraments of the 
Church, Jerry was there to greet him. Jerry was 
caring for each one in some way or another. 
No one else wanted to do this, but it needed 
to be done.”

“Jerry was constant presence in the leader-
ship of the organization,” Vitek explained. “His 
advice has inspired AGLO to maintain a strong 

level of charitable works and donations within 
the LGBT community and working to maintain 
awareness within the Catholic Church.”

Two years ago, McEnany left formal leader-
ship of the organization due to illness, said Vi-
tek. But AGLO community members responded 
by forming a Ministers of Care program. To 
date, 12 volunteers have been formally trained 
to provide for spiritual needs of people who 
are hospitalized, homebound or in care homes, 
he said.

McEnany’s family, Vitek said, is from Wiscon-
sin. A Web search found no obituary or other 
biographical information.

Attempts to reach Father Lee were unsuc-
cessful. Lee was one of several North Side pas-
tors who helped with the formation and guid-
ance of AGLO when it was founded in 1988. Lee 
has been AGLO’s moderator since. Last July, he 
was named pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
which is AGLO’s host parish.

Early on, formation of AGLO was not with-
out controversy. For years, the only visible gay 
Catholic presence in town was Dignity/Chicago.

In 1986, the Vatican issued a document, “On 
the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons,” that 
not only condemned homosexual acts as “evil,” 
but also warned against pressure groups, seek-
ing to change church doctrine.

In the wake of the Vatican’s document, U.S. 
bishops began expelling Dignity chapters from 
church properties nationwide insofar as Dignity 
is an LGBT-positive Catholic advocacy organi-
zation.

A 1992 version of the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church refers to “homosexual acts” as “acts 
of grave depravity.”  In 2003, a Vatican docu-
ment said gay parents do “violence” to their 
children.

Meanwhile, Cardinal Bernardin took a slightly 
different approach, establishing a ministry 
with gay and lesbian Catholics, based at St. 
Sebastian. The initiative included regularly 
scheduled liturgies and outreach at other par-
ishes, namely Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. Clem-
ent, St. Teresa of Avila, Immaculate Concep-
tion, and Holy Name Cathedral.

However, in establishing an archdiocesan-
sponsored ministry with LGBTs, Bernadin told 
Dignity that it would no longer be permitted to 
use St. Sebastian for its weekly Mass.

A series of meetings were held between 
officials of the Chicago archdiocese and Dig-
nity, which ultimately resulted in a rift—or 
“split”—among Dignity’s membership.

Gay-rights activist and lay Catholic Rick Gar-
cia recalled the time and McEnany’s leadership.

“Jerry played a significant role in the found-
ing of AGLO… believ[ing] that the Church has 
a responsibility to provide authentic and offi-
cial outreach and ministry to sexual minorities 
and their families,” Garcia said. “At the time 
of AGLO’s founding, Cardinal Bernardin, along 
with as other Catholic bishops, was under great 
pressure from Rome to get rid of Dignity chap-
ters on church property. Jerry and the board 
of directors of Dignity were meeting with the 
archdiocese to find a way to have it both 
ways—Mass on Church property for gay people 
and the archdiocese wanting to alleviate pres-
sure from Rome and right-wing Catholics.

“Jerry and the board thought at the time 
that having the archdiocese sponsor the Mass, 
which Dignity members would be invited to, 
would satisfy everyone.

“The exact opposite happened. Long-time 
members of Dignity had a fit and were con-
cerned what influence the archdiocese would 
have on these ‘gay Masses.’ They questioned, 
‘Would this ministry be anti-gay? Would it be 
modeled on Courage, an anti-gay Catholic out-

reach?’ The reaction was not anything Jerry 
and the others anticipated.”

In all, Garcia explained, “Jerry was at the 
helm at this time and he was getting hell from 
all sides. He navigated his way through the 
huge controversy and worked hard to make 
sure that AGLO would be authentic and not a 
vehicle for the anti-gay sentiments of some in 
the archdiocese. He largely succeeded in doing 
that.”

The rub between the local Dignity chapter 
and the Chicago archdiocese resulted largely 
from a 1987 change that Dignity/USA made in 
its Statement of Position and Purpose. New lan-
guage at the organization’s national conven-
tion affirmed that LGBT “sexual relationships 
were loving, life-giving, and life-affirming.”

In May 1989, when the archdiocese formally 
established AGLO, The Chicago Tribune reported 
on a “memo of understanding,” which officially 
expanded the local church’s pastoral ministry 
in Cook and Lake counties.

At that time, The Tribune quoted McEnany, 
a former Dignity/Chicago leader, who said, 
the local Church’s formal recognition of AGLO 
“exceeds the expectations we had as we be-
gan working with the archdiocese a year and a 
half ago” insofar as the memo offers the “same 
consideration” to AGLO as other archdiocesan 
organizations.

A year earlier, Dignity voted overwhelmingly 
to relocate its liturgy to a Lutheran church af-
ter the archdiocese said it would take charge 
of a weekly Dignity Mass, which the organiza-
tion had sponsored for a decade and half at St. 
Sebastian.

The Chicago archdiocese subsequently closed 
the financially struggling St. Sebastian in June 
of 1990.

Coincidentally, just three days after McEna-
ny’s memorial liturgy, Dignity/Chicago cel-
ebrated its 42nd anniversary. Past president 
Martin Grochala offered his thoughts McEnany, 
who also served in a leadership role at Dignity.

“I did not know Mr. McEnany, but do know 
that the creation of AGLO was a time of great 
conflict for all involved, “said Grochala.  

“Over the years, that animosity has faded 
and each organization has forged its own path 
of service in the Catholic LGBT community,” he 
added. “For the years since AGLO was created 
and Dignity declined Cardinal Bernadin’s pro-
posal for a diocesan ministry, we have been 
faithful to the belief that our sexuality is lov-
ing, life-giving and life affirming.” 

For his part, Joe Murray, executive director 
of the pro-LGBT Catholic advocacy group Rain-

bow Sash Movement, said of McEnany, “He was 
a proud Catholic gay man,” who “did not buy 
into the hypocritical idea that celibacy was the 
answer to the gay problem in the Church.”

Murray also recalled the origins of AGLO and 
subsequent rift in the local Dignity chapter. 
“First and foremost the late Cardinal Bernadin 
was the organizer of the AGLO outreach,” said 
Murray. “He kicked Dignity out of the Church, 
which caused a split in Dignity.”

“As I recall Jerry was not happy about the 
division, nor was he happy about Dignity be-
ing kicked of St. Sebastian,” explained Mur-
ray. “While I agree Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. 
Clement, St. Teresa of Avila, and Immaculate 
Conception were welcoming parishes, none of 
them had a Mass for the LGBT community, and 
to claim that Holy Name Cathedral was a wel-
coming parish is both misleading and untrue.”

For all of McEnany’s service and dedication to 
the local Church in Chicago—and to AGLO and 
to Dignity—he was also a political force for 
civil rights for gays.

“During the effort to pass the Chicago Hu-
man Rights Ordinance and in the years that 
followed, Jerry played a significant behind-
the-scenes role in trying to undermine and 
minimize archdiocesan opposition to any kind 
of gay civil-rights legislation,” said activist 
Garcia. “[McEnany] had a strong working re-
lationship with the pastors of five North Side 
parishes and often times out of the public eye 
these priests took forceful stands against the 
cardinal’s opposition.”

The Chicago City Council passed the gay-
rights ordinance on Dec. 21, 1988.

At the time, Garcia was a member of Dignity 
but no longer is. Now, he attends AGLO litur-
gies frequently and periodically worships with 
Dignity, Garcia said.

AGLO celebrates weekly Mass on Sunday at 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel at 7 p.m. The organi-
zation marked its 25th anniversary last year. 
On occasion, Francis Cardinal George has cel-
ebrated Mass for AGLO.

Dignity/Chicago holds its liturgical celebra-
tion every Sunday at Broadway United Meth-
odist Church, located in the city’s Lakeview 
neighborhood, at 5 pm.   

An affiliate of Dignity/USA, the local chapter 
shares in the national organization’s mission 
“to work for respect and justice for all” LGBT 
“persons in the Catholic Church and the world.” 

©Copyright. Chuck Colbert. all rights re-
served.
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Late AGLO leader
remembered for faith
dedication and service

Jerry Mcenany with Cardinal George in 2004. Photo by Tracy Baim



June 11, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 5

GayCities, Stoli 
Vodka launch 
‘Stoli Guy’
 GayCities, Inc., a worldwide LGBT community 
city guide, announced it is partnering with 
Stolichnaya Vodka for the second annual “Stoli 
Guy” nationwide competition, with the top 
prize $10,000 in cash.
 To sign up, visit http://www.gaycities.com/
stoliguy/.
 Applicants may apply online at GayCities.com 
for a chance to take the stage and showcase 
what makes them original and authentic at of-
ficial Stoli Guy events in 12 U.S. cities. Lucky 
contestants in each city will be invited to com-
pete in three categories: talent, modeling and 
a new interactive challenge.
 Finalists selected at the local events will be 
flown to New York City to compete for the cov-
eted title, where a celebrity judging panel will 
determine the winner based on each contes-
tant’s talent, personality and online popular-
ity. This year’s contestants will be outfitted by 
menswear designer Andrew Christian, and the 
winner will be presented with a $10,000 check 
from GayCities. 
 “After last year’s widely successful competi-
tion, Stoli Vodka is once again proud to partner 
with GayCities for this exciting national pro-
gram. We remain committed to working with 
key partners in the LGBT community to identify 
authentic and original programs that celebrate 
and support LGBT pride,” said Sarah Gorvitz, 
brand director for Stoli Group USA.
 This year’s program adds Seattle to the event 
series schedule that includes: New York City, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, Wash-
ington, D.C., Fort Lauderdale, Dallas, Boston, 
Philadelphia, San Diego and Denver.
 “GayCities is looking forward to reprising our 
fun, multi-platform Stoli Guy program and con-
necting Stoli with gay consumers in some of 
our biggest cities,” said Scott Gatz, CEO of Gay-
Cities.
 Notable past Stoli Guy finalists include Broad-
way dancers, Cirque du Soleil acrobats, singers, 
musicians and professional models. With the 
new cash prize, Stoli Vodka and GayCities are 
raising the stakes by also encouraging gym-
nasts, martial artists and other athletes to take 
the stage and partake in the Stoli Guy experi-
ence.  
 This year, media partners include Chicago’s 
Windy City Media Group, San Francisco’s Gloss 
Magazine, Seattle Gay Scene, Florida’s Mark’s 
List, New York’s Next Magazine, Edge Boston 
and SDPix in San Diego.

Controversial 
ugandan next uN 
assembly prez
 In an announcement that the United States 
has criticized, Uganda’s foreign minister Sam 
Kutesa has been voted in by acclamation to 
serve as the next United Nations General As-
sembly president, replacing outgoing—and 
widely respected—John W. Ashe of Antigua 
and Barbuda, according to LGBT Weekly. 
 The position, which is largely symbolic, 
fell this year to Africa to fill. However, it is 
Kutesa’s stance on homosexuality (once call-
ing it something that the majority of Africans 
“abhor”) that has caused controversy. On. 
Feb. 14, Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni 
signed into law the Anti-Homosexuality Act, 
which has some of the most punitive measures 
against the LGBT community in the world.
 Milton Allimadi, a Ugandan American living 
in New York, started a petition on Change.org 
asking UN member countries to vote against 
Kutesa, and asking the U.S. government to 
deny Kutesa a visa to block him from serving 
in the role, according to a Change.org press re-
lease.

Wisconsin’s 
marriage ban ruled
unconstitutional
 On June 6, U.S. District Judge Barbara Crabb 
ruled that Wisconsin’s ban on same-sex mar-
riage unconstitutional—to the delight of gay 
couples who immediately began rushing to 
county offices to wed as word of the ruling 
spread, according to Reuters.
 The ruling marked the latest in a string of de-
cisions by federal judges who have struck down 
marriage-equality bans in a number of states, 
although the Wisconsin ruling sparked some 
confusion over whether such marriages could 
legally proceed.
 Clerks in two counties issued marriage licens-
es to same-sex couples on the night of June 6, 
prompting Wisconsin’s attorney general to file 
an emergency motion asking the judge to stay 
her ruling.
 In a statement, lesbian U.S. Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin (D-Wis.) said, “Love is love, family 
is family, and discriminating against anyone’s 
love, against anyone’s family, is just plain 
wrong.  
 “Wisconsin can proudly say that discrimina-

tion doesn’t just violate our values—it violates 
our Constitution. And now we can proudly say 
that marriage equality will be the law of the 
land in Wisconsin.”

African commission
issues pro-LGBt 
resolution
 Human Rights First praised the African Com-
mission on Human and Peoples’ Rights for is-
suing a resolution calling for established pro-
tections against discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity, according 
to a press release.
 Human Rights First’s Shawn Gaylord said, “In 
the wake of new legislation under consideration 
across the continent that would negatively im-
pact sexual minorities, this call to action is a 
reminder that there are leaders throughout Af-
rica choosing to face this challenge head on.”
 Resolution 275 was adopted during the com-
mission’s 55th Ordinary Session that concluded 
in May.
 This news comes as South Africa recently be-
came the first African nation to elect an openly 
gay Black man to the National Assembly.

Stoli staffers pose at a party in Las Vegas.
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Secret’s
in the sauce

Who gets the last bite? Oops, too late. That’s what happens when you experience
St. Louis’ culinary wizardry. From Palermo to Puerto Rico, the globe is well represented, 
as is our homegrown comfort food, from flash-fried spinach to fried green tomatoes. 
Come find out why The Advocate called us “…the LGBT beacon of the Midwest.”

Check out our impressive packages at explorestlouis.com/LGBT

http://www.explorestlouis.com/lgbt


June 11, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES6

By LiSa Keen
Keen neWS SeRViCe

June is the final month of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s current session and, while anticipation 
is not nearly so great this year for the LGBT 
community as it was last year, there is some 
concern in the air. 

Last year, the wait was about marriage: 
whether the Supreme Court would declare the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and Califor-
nia’s ban on same-sex couples marrying to be 
unconstitutional. It declared DOMA unconsti-
tutional and, on a legal technicality, it allowed 
a lower-court decision striking California’s 
Proposition 8 to stand.

This year, anxiety surrounds two consoli-
dated cases in which employers are seeking 
the right to discriminate against employees in 
the provision of health benefits based on the 
company owner’s personal religious beliefs. It 
is the type of conflict—religious beliefs versus 
non-discrimination laws—that has arisen time 
and again in recent years by employers seeking 
to discriminate against LGBT people. 

Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby Stores and Cones-
toga Wood v. HHS are lawsuits brought by the 
owners of for-profit commercial enterprises—a 
furniture maker, an arts and craft store, and a 
bookstore (the latter selling Christian-oriented 
books). The owners of the company object to 
a requirement by the Affordable Care Act that 
employers’ health plans include coverage for 
contraception. They say they’re not trying to 
stop the use of contraception; they just don’t 
want to be involved in funding it.

The Family Research Council submitted a 
brief in support of the Hobby Lobby employers, 
arguing that “commercial activity does not pre-
clude or excuse religious observance and often 
can be a means of exercising religion.”

But an article on Salon.com reported the 
Hobby Lobby and Conestoga owners are in-
volved in political efforts to stop the use of 
contraception, as well as marriage for same-sex 
couples, through its donations to the National 
Christian Charitable Foundation, which funnels 
millions of dollars into organizations such as 
the Alliance Defending Freedom which has de-
fended many state bans on same-sex marriage.

LGBT legal activists seek two major concerns 
with a ruling in favor of the employers in these 
cases. One is that it could open the door for 
employers to seek exemptions from providing 
coverage for other health benefits, such as 
coverage for the same-sex spouses or partners 
of employees, reproductive services for lesbian 
couples, testing and treatment for men at risk 
of HIV infection, transgender treatment for 
people with gender dysphoria. And the other is 
that employers and individuals might seek ex-
emptions to other laws, such as laws prohibit-
ing discrimination based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity.

“Given these implications, the Hobby Lobby 
case is indeed another major moment for the 
LGBT community,” wrote National Center for 
Lesbian Rights  (NCLR) Policy Counsel Ashland 
Johnson, in an article for NCLR’s website. “The 
Supreme Court’s resolution of the case will di-
rectly affect our reproductive rights and other 
health care needs. Equally concerning, it could 
result in devastating exceptions to protections 
for LGBT people at the state and local level, 
jeopardizing literally decades of advocacy and 
progress.”

Following oral argument in March, Lamb-
da Legal’s director of law and public policy, 
Jenny Pizer, expressed concern that the court 
may give certain for-profit companies—those 
closely held by families or small groups of peo-
ple (also known as S-corporations)—the ability 
to claim the same sort of religious exemption 
to ACA that is currently afforded to religious 
institutions. 

“If they say any for-profit can claim religious 
[exemptions], obviously, that’s very bad,” said 
Pizer in March. “If they say only S-corporations 
can have a religious exemption, that’s less bad, 
but it’s still bad. There are an awful lot of fam-
ily-owned businesses.” 

Adding to that worry: On May 5, the Supreme 
Court surprised some when it ruled in favor of 
allowing a town board in Greece, New York, 
open its meetings with a prayer that is specific 
to a particular religion, usually Christianity.

“To hold that invocations must be nonsectar-
ian would force the legislatures that sponsor 
prayers and the courts that are asked to decide 
these cases to act as supervisors and censors 
of religious speech, a rule that would involve 
government in religious matters to a far greater 
degree than is the case under the town’s cur-
rent practice of neither editing or approving 
prayers in advance nor criticizing their content 
after the fact,” wrote Justice Anthony Kennedy 
for a five-to-four majority in Town of Greece v.  
Galloway.

Other decisions LGBT legal activists will likely 
be watching for in the next few weeks include:

—National Labor Relations Board v. Noel Can-
ning: The case involves the president’s right to 
make appointments during Congresssional re-
cess—a tool President Obama has used to get a 
number of openly gay people into positions. He 
used it to get lesbian legal activist Chai Feld-
blum cleared onto the Equal Emloyment Oppor-
tunity Commission and to install gay nominee 
Richard Sorian as assistant secretary for public 
affairs at the Department of Health and Human 
Services.

—McCullen v. Coakley: The Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defenders, the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force and the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights signed onto a friend-of-the-
court brief in support of a Massachusetts that 
attempts to protect the safety of women seek-
ing abortions by creating a 35-foot setback for 
any protest outside such facilities.

—Riley v. California: No LGBT group filed a 
brief in this case, but the gay-friendly Ameri-
can Library Association did, arguing that police 
should not have a right to search a person’s 
smartphone contents without a warrant, inci-
dent to an arrest. Noting that smartphone us-
ers store sensitive personal data about them-
selves and their interests on their smartphones, 
the ALA brief said, “Smartphones are personal 
computers in every sense of the word: if every 
arrest of a person with a smartphone … allows 
police officers to rummage painstakingly and 
intrusively through the contents of personal 
libraries, the loss of constitutionally protected 
privacy will be great indeed.” 
 ©2014 Keen news Service. all rights re-
served.

Legal activists brace
for religious ruling

Lambda Legal’s Jenny Pizer. Photo from the 
organization

Sun-times 
removes
anti-trans essay
By MaTT SiMoneTTe

The Chicago Sun-Times, on June 3, removed 
a column that suggested that actor Laverne 
Cox, who recently appeared on the cover of 
Time Magazine, “is not a woman.”

The essay, published May 30 in the Sun-
Times, was written by Kevin D. Williamson 
and originally appeared in the conservative 
publication National Review. Besides ques-
tioning Cox’s gender identity, the piece also 
posited that transgender persons are living 
in denial of the “reality” of the gender they 
were assigned at birth.

“Regardless of the question of whether he 
has had his genitals amputated, Cox is not a 
woman, but an effigy of a woman,” William-
son wrote. “Sex is a biological reality, and it 
is not subordinate to subjective impressions, 
no matter how intense those impressions are, 
how sincerely they are held, or how painful 
they make facing the biological facts of life. 
No hormone injection or surgical mutilation 
is sufficient to change that.”

GLAAD, on June 3, released a statement 
that included an apology from Sun-Times 
Editorial Page Editor Tom McNamee, who 
said that the piece was originally selected 
because it seemed provocative.

“Upon further consideration, we concluded 
the essay did not include some key facts 
and its overall tone was not consistent with 
what we seek to publish,” McNamee added. 
“The column failed to acknowledge that the 
American Medical Association and the Ameri-
can Psychological Association have deemed 
transgender-related care medically necessary 
for transgender people. It failed as well to 
acknowledge the real and undeniable pain 
and discrimination felt by transgender peo-
ple, who suffer from notably higher rates of 
depression and suicide. We have taken the 
post down and we apologize for the over-
sight.”

In an earlier June 3 statement, repre-
sentatives of GLAAD said that Williamson’s 
commentary “is filled with falsehoods and 
inaccuracies about gender identity that ig-
nore the expertise of credible medical and 
psychological health authorities. His essay 
is more than an ugly opinion, it’s factually 
inaccurate.”

Transgender writer Jen Richards, on dai-
lydot.com, not only defended Cox—calling 
her “a possibility model, not just for trans 
women of color, but to all who find them-
selves marginalized for who they are”—but 
questioned why the Sun-Times, in publishing 
the piece, would diminish the contributions 
of several transgender Chicagoans as well.

“Does the Sun-Times wish to insult the dig-
nity of people like billionaire businesswoman 
and philanthropist Jen Pritzker? Would it 
prefer that that most successful woman film-
maker in history, Lana Wachowski, take her 
studio elsewhere? Does it not want people 
like rock star Laura Jane Grace, ESPN con-
tributor Christina Kahrl, MMA fighter Fallon 
Fox, and SAIC professor Mickey Mahoney to 
feel at home here?” asked Richards.

A change.org petition, asking Williamson 
to retract his statements, got more than 
1,000 signatures in one day. Williamson, 
however, mocked both the petition and Mc-
Namee in a follow-up post for National Re-
view: “Tom McNamee et al. are a disgrace to 
a proud newspaper tradition, and an unhap-
py reminder that post-operative transsexuals 
are not the only men who have had their 
characteristic equipment removed.”

The Change.org petition is at http://chn.
ge/1h4uKvs.

African LGBts to 
speak at pride 
Month events

African LGBT individuals will speak at vari-
ous events in Chicago June 13-15 to discuss 
everything from solidarity to safety. The 
events include:

—Friday, June 13: Free symposium on 
“Theological Resources for LGBTI Liberation,” 
2-4 p.m. at the Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 N. Broadway. South African ac-
tivists Judith Kotze and Ingrid Schoonraad 
from Inclusive & Affirming Ministries will be 
present.  

—Friday, June 13: “LGBTI Solidarity in Af-
rica has Rev. Judith Kotze joining the Gay 
Liberation Network’s Brent Holman-Gomez to 
discuss issues of LGBTI solidarity in Africa, 
and preview the Saturday and Sunday events 
in Chicago. 6:30-6:55 p.m., cable channel 21 
in Chicago 

—Saturday, June 14: A free “Chicago Fo-
rum on LGBTI Solidarity in Africa” panel has 
African LGBTI activists from Inclusive & Af-
firming Ministries and CLASP (Chicago LGBT 
Asylum Support Program) discussing how to 
provide advocacy and support at 2-5 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Church Center, 65 E. Huron St.

—Saturday, June 14: There will be a re-
ception fndraiser and film screening of Call 
Me Kuchu, about martyred Ugandan activist 
David Kato. The reception is at 5 p.m., film 
screening at 6 p.m, also at the Episcopal 
Church Center, 65 E. Huron St. The suggested 
donation is $25.

—Sunday, June 15: A worship service of 
solidarity and welcome for the activists will 
take place 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church Logan Square, 2649 N. Fran-
cisco Ave.

—Sunday, June 15: Representatives from 
Inclusive & Affirming Ministries will intro-
duce the new interfaith network that was 
inaugurated this past January with an inter-
national conference in South Africa at 2-3:30 
p.m., also at St. Luke’s Luther Church Logan 
Square.

Activists slated to attend include Nigerian 
Victor Charles Aweke, South African lesbian 
Rev. Judith Kotze and John Adewoye, a Nige-
rian/American gay man resident in Riverdale, 
Illinois. For more information, email LGBTlib-
eration@aol.com or brent@chicagowelcom-
ingchurches.org.

Lambda Legal 
board includes 
ex-Chicagoan
 Lambda Legal announced the election of 
new leaders to serve on its board of direc-
tors—and one is a former Chicagoan, accord-
ing to a press release.
 Former Chicagoan Karen Dixon was ap-
pointed to co-chair of the national board. 
Prior to relocating to Washington, D.C., she 
was a member of Lambda Legal’s National 
Leadership Council in Chicago.
 Other new leaders include John Stafstrom, 
chair of the Public Finance Department with 
Pullman & Comley, LLC; Rachel Goldberg, 
general counsel of the Stamford, Connecticut 
Urban Redevelopment Commission; Kenneth 
Weissenberg, tax partner and co-chair of the 
Real Estate Services Group at EisnerAmper 
LLP; and Michelle Waites, senior patent 
counsel at Xerox.

Correction
In the June 4 issue of Windy City Times, it 

should have stated that Brittney Griner is in 
the WNBA, not the NBA.

Windy City Times regrets the error.
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By MaTT SiMoneTTe

In 2014, for the first time in decades, Rick Gar-
cia did not renew his lobbying credentials with 
the State of Illinois.

“With the marriage bill finally passing, I felt 
like I had accomplished much of what I had 
wanted to accomplish,” Garcia said. “After 35 
years as a gay rights activist, I just thought, 
‘What do I do now?’”

Garcia had been political director of The Civil 
Rights Agenda (TCRA) and, before that, Equal-
ity Illinois. Never one to shy from controversy, 
Garcia nevertheless was weary of more lobbying 
once the Religious Freedom and Marriage Fair-
ness Act passed. He has now taken a new posi-
tion, working for Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart.

“I’ve known Sheriff Dart since he was a state 
rep,” Garcia noted. “He worked with us on all 
the important issues, including with marriage. 
I had told him that I was looking to make a 
change, and then later he asked if I would 
come work for him. So there I am now, firmly 
ensconced at the jail.”

Since April, Garcia has been community out-
reach coordinator for Cook County Jail. Among 
his duties are helping the jail’s staff link pris-
oners with resources that can assist them once 
they are released, arranging programming for 
minimum- and medium-security prisoners 
within the facility, and building partnerships 
between the sheriff’s office and community or-
ganizations.

Thanks to widespread closures of mental-
health facilities throughout the area, the jail is 
the largest provider of mental health facilities 
in Cook County, Garcia said, so many individu-
als need to be linked to services quickly.

“A large portion of the people in the jail are 

not serving sentences—they’re awaiting trial,” 
Garcia said. “They’re poor and can’t afford bail. 
About 60 percent are suffering from substance 
abuse issues as well.”

Many of those prisoners, he added, are there 
for crimes of survival, such as stealing food, or 
trespassing in order to find a warm space. “The 
sheriff has talked about the disparity of who 
it is we lock up. I have to look at how the jail 
operates, and ask where these people go from 
there, and who can we bring in to help them.”

One of Garcia’s first tasks was improving 
available resources for transgender prisoners, 
both in the jail and once they’re released. He 
estimated that, at any given time, there are 
about a dozen trans individuals incarcerated in 
Cook County Jail. Garcia has been helping fos-
ter a link between the jail and Chicago House’s 
TransLife Center. “They have the one full trans-
gender-focused program that could best pro-
vide appropriate services,” he noted.

Stan Sloan, CEO of Chicago House, said that 
incarceration-related issues are “huge factors” 
for some of the agency’s clients. “Tom Dart has 
probably done more work on that than any oth-
er sheriff in the nation,” he added. “We’re glad 
they’re excited about working on these issues, 
and Chicago House has always loved working 
with Rick.”

Garcia works from a windowless office in 
the middle of a medium-security tier, passing 
through a labyrinthine maze of metal detectors 
and steel doors to get to work each day. He still 
does work for TCRA in a consultant’s capacity, 
but puts in about 50 hours a week for his full-
time duties at the jail.

“I’m really glad I’m doing this,” said Garcia. 
“After 30-plus years of doing the same thing, I 
get to do a lot of new, good stuff.”
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Rick Garcia working
in sheriff’s office

pASSAGES
paul R. Rogers 

Paul R. Rogers—a retired national fashion 
director of men’s apparel for Sears, a native 
of California, a U.S. Army veteran and gradu-
ate of University of Southern California—
passed away peacefully June 1. He was 80.

He loved the opera, reading by the lake 
and going to dinner with friends.

Rogers was preceded in death by partner 
Gerry Monahan and parents Paul and Mildred. 

He was the beloved brother of Phyllis Har-
ris of Gig Harbor, Washington; uncle of Alan 

(Wendy) Harris of Redmond, Washington, 
Caryl Harris of Gig Harbor, Randy (Carol) 
Harris of Lafayette, California; great uncle 
of Steven Harris and Renee (David) Harris 
Marmolejo of Oakland, California. He was 
also the dear friend of many in Chicago, and 
faithful companion of Frango the cat. 

Services are private. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 

in his name to the Treehouse, www.tree-
houseanimals.org.

Arrangements by Cremation Society of Il-
linois, 773-281-5058 or www.cremation-
society.com

Paul R. Rogers (left) and his late partner, Gerry Monahan.

EI thanks politicians who 
backed marriage equality
By MeLiSSa WaSSeRMan

Equality Illinois (EI) toasted the arrival of Illinois’ marriage equality along with political, com-
munity and corporate leaders who had a hand in making the change with its Tribute Reception on 
June 8.  

“First of all, it is wonderfully overwhelming that we are here in Pride Month celebrating that mar-
riage equality is here in Illinois,” said Equality Illinois co-founder Art Johnston. “It is a remarkable 
thing when so few years ago we could not even convince legislatures to protect us from being fired 
from our jobs.”

Held in the downtown JW Marriott’s ballroom, more than 200 guests celebrated with a champagne 
brunch. Among the guests, approximately 20 elected/appointed officials were in attendance. The 
event served to acknowledge the leaders responsible for the advances within the LGBT community, 
especially the Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act.

“Today was a great opportunity to thank many of those people and as I always want to do, remind 
all of us is that this didn’t happen in a day or two and there are deep roots,” said Johnston. “This 
has been going on for a long time and our combined communities have suffered horribly and pulled 
ourselves out of it to get to where we are today and it is kind of remarkable that we’re actually here. 
It was a lovely event, lovely that we got a chance to talk about those things, lovely to look around 
this room of supporters and to see how far we have come in public acceptance.”

Johnston led the program on stage introducing each speaker, including Equality Illinois Education 
Project Board Chair Dalila Fridi, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Gov. Pat Quinn, Sen. Heather Steans and Rep. 
Greg Harris. Fridi, John Parro, Cathy Sikora and Michael Jefvert, EI members finishing their service 
on the organization’s board, were also honored with a plaque. 

“What I loved today was the diversity,” said Fridi, who said her work is not done, even though 
she delivered her “goodbye” on stage. “We had people from all kinds of organizations, different 
communities, a lot of elected officials, which was great. I’m very proud of the work we’ve done and 
the success of gay marriage is not one organization—it was the coalition. We have a governor’s 
race this fall that we have to be very careful. We have to elect the person who supported us, not 
the person who said he will veto the bill if it ever came to him. I hope our community and allies 
go out and vote.”

More photos are online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

art Johnston
at the equality
illinois event.
Photo by 
Melissa
Wasserman

Celebrating 25 Years

.com

Rick Garcia. 
Photo by Matt Simonette
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rewarded by seeing their students leave taller 
than when they arrived, no matter what the 
background they came from. “I cannot turn 
people away,” Hall said. “I cannot say ‘No, you 
cannot do this, because you don’t have the 
money to do this.’”

 Over four decades, the organization—which 
became known as the Joel Hall Dancers & 
Center—has seen thousands of dancers, from 
those just taking their first steps to those who 
had always dreamed but never dared to put on 
a pair of dance shoes until later in life. Hall’s 
company has performed nationally and in Eu-
rope and Russia among other countries. Many 
of Hall’s students from the LGBTQ community 
have gone on to successful careers as national 
performers and choreographers, teachers, busi-
ness owners, even activists emboldened by his 
method of lifting their spirit and inspiring their 
confidence. 

African dance is replete with the freedom 
to express and a history of survival. Accord-
ing to jazz dance historians Marshall and Jean 
Stearns, for captives dragged in chains to the 
New World, movement on bare feet kept them 
bonded to the naked earth of home. Hall’s or-
ganization has moved more than a half dozen 
times—surviving both a disastrous fire in 1993 
and the recent economic downturn that put 
an end to arts organizations across the United 
States—yet it always retained the marrow and 
inherent fortitude of African culture. In its vi-
brantly colored home on Clark Street in Edge-
water, African art covers the walls along with 
messages designed to encourage each of the 
artists who enter to leap to heights they have 
never before imagined. 

According to Hall, the center now faces its 
biggest test of survival yet—one that he as-
serts it may not live through unless the com-
munity it has served since 1974 steps up to 
help. 

“We have lost funding,” he said. “Part of 

that has been due to internal problems. We put 
ourselves in a place where we needed to reex-
amine the organization and our funders real-
ized that.” He added that the center’s visibility 
suffered as a result of a 2009 move from the 
heavy foot traffic and tourism in the heart of 
Andersonville to its current location. His en-
rollment numbers have declined steeply as a 
result. Currently Hall says the center has a third 
of the numbers it needs.

“We need a bounce in our student enrollment 
and our donated income,” Hall said. “In the 
late 1990s, most of our income was earned. 
Now it’s shifted the other way, where we have 
become dependent on outside funding.  When 
that started to deteriorate, it became clear 
that we did not have the income needed to 
sustain the organization.” 

He admitted that part of the problem was 
a loss of focus on the center’s mission. “The 
minute you step outside of the mission, you 
lose the essence of the organization and it be-
gins to fail,” he said. “That is what happened. 
We lost our view of the mission to make dance 
available to people who wouldn’t normally 
have the opportunity to experience it in train-
ing, in terms of moving into the profession and 
visually.” 

Hall maintains that he has taken steps, both 
personally and within the organization, to re-
focus on that mission while improving business 
operations. He has engaged in a board recruit-
ment drive to increase governing membership 
from four to at least 10 people who are con-
nected in the community and invested in the 
organization’s mission. At the same time, he 
has implemented disciplined and rigorous fi-
nancial accountability and started to build an 
infrastructure committed to the growth of the 
center. 

“We have formed teams who are members 
of the company and the student population,” 
Hall explained. “These teams are taking owner-
ship of the organization and I am their fearless 
leader. However, the board still plays a vital 

role in any decisions we make.”
Meanwhile, Hall is looking for the community 

to come and support the center. “I’m speaking 
specifically to the LGBT community,” he said. 
“Because that’s my community and that’s who 
I am. We need donations and contributions. We 
need the community to come and take classes 
here at the studio and support our performanc-
es.” 

Hall said the building’s landlord has been 
exceptionally gracious but that the organiza-
tion’s time is running out. In a matter of four 
months, Joel Hall Dancers and Center will enter 

a critical phase. “My intention is not to ever 
have my doors closed,” he insisted. “I’ve been 
through a lot of stuff in forty years, but I keep 
pushing because collapsing is not in my DNA.”

Hall simply wants to continue to open the 
eyes and educate people as to what is pos-
sible. “I am repeating myself in other people,” 
he said. “Everybody should be educated, every-
body should have a chance. Arts and culture is 
in the bloodstream of who we are. If we do not 
have that, we become dead.”

for more information or to make a dona-
tion, go to www.joelhall.org.

Joel Hall. Photo by Gretchen Rachel Blickensderfer
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Join us to hear how HIV-positive patients have taken 
the courageous � rst step in their treatment journey.

Hear from an Expert
A local healthcare professional will be 
providing information on TIVICAY, a 
prescription HIV-1 medicine.

Join the Conversation
You will have the chance to ask 
questions.

Meet a Couch Coach
A Couch Coach will be providing 
information and advice. Hear an 
honest story, be inspired. 

We encourage you to talk to your doctor about HIV and your treatment—and to see if TIVICAY may be right for you.
All presenters are paid spokespersons of ViiV Healthcare.

What is TIVICAY?

TIVICAY is a prescription HIV medicine that is used with other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodefi ciency Virus-1 (HIV-1) in adults 
and children 12 years of age and older and weighing at least 88 pounds. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Defi ciency Syndrome 
(AIDS). It is not known if TIVICAY is safe and effective in children younger than 12 years or who weigh less than 88 pounds.

TIVICAY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 therapy to control the HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.  

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Who should not take TIVICAY?
•  Do not take TIVICAY if you take dofetilide because of a 

life-threatening interaction.

What are the most serious side effects of TIVICAY?
•  Allergic reactions. Stop taking TIVICAY and get medical help 

right away if you have:

     °  A rash with any of these symptoms: fever; general ill feeling; 
extreme tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in your 
mouth; blisters or peeling of your skin; redness or swelling in 
your eyes; swelling of your mouth, face, lips or tongue; problems 
breathing.

     °  Any of the following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 
yellowing of your skin or whites of your eyes; dark or tea-colored 
urine; pale-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; 
loss of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on your right side 
below the ribs.

•  Changes in liver tests. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
may have an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in 
certain liver tests during treatment with TIVICAY. Your healthcare provider 

may do tests to check your liver function before and during treatment 
with TIVICAY.  

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines, 
including increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo 
hump”), breast, and around the middle of your body. Loss of fat from the 
legs, arms, and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term 
health effects of these problems are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system can happen when you start taking 
HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and begin to 
fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV-1 medicine. 

What are the other possible side effects of TIVICAY?
•  The most common side effects of TIVICAY include trouble sleeping 

and headache. 

Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

These are not all the possible side effects of TIVICAY.

Important Safety Information continued on next page.
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YOU’RE INVITED TO 
A SPECIAL HIV EVENT
We’re bringing people together 
to talk honestly about HIV.
Save the date: Thurs., June 12
The Westin Michigan Avenue
909 North Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL
Registration: 6:00 pm
Program start: 6:30 pm
Parking Available 

A speaker program 
about HIV treatment

RSVP by calling 1-855-653-7430
Walk-ins are welcome but registration is encouraged.

Food will be provided

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take TIVICAY? 
Before taking TIVICAY, tell your healthcare provider if you:
• have ever had an allergic reaction to TIVICAY
• have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C
• have any other medical condition
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TIVICAY will 

harm your unborn baby
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take 

TIVICAY. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk 
of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not known if TIVICAY passes into your 
breast milk. Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all prescription and non-
prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements you take. 

TIVICAY and other medicines may affect each other, causing side effects. 
TIVICAY may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how TIVICAY works.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:
•  other HIV-1 medicines including: efavirenz (SUSTIVA®), etravirine 

(INTELENCE®), fosamprenavir (LEXIVA®)/ritonavir (NORVIR®), nevirapine 
(VIRAMUNE®), or tipranavir (APTIVUS®)/ritonavir (NORVIR).

•  antacids or laxatives that contain aluminum, magnesium or calcium, 
sucralfate (CARAFATE®), iron or calcium supplements, or buffered 
medicines. TIVICAY should be taken at least 2 hours before or 6 hours 
after you take these medicines.

•  anti-seizure medicines: oxcarbazepine (TRILEPTAL®), phenytoin 
(DILANTIN®, DILANTIN®-125, PHENYTEK®), phenobarbital (LUMINAL®), 
carbamazepine (CARBATROL®, EQUETRO®, TEGRETOL®, TEGRETOL®-XR, 
TERIL®, EPITOL®)

•  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum )
•  a medicine that contains metformin
•  rifampin (RIFATER®, RIFAMATE®, RIMACTANE®, RIFADIN®)

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Patient Information for TIVICAY on the next pages and  
discuss it with your healthcare provider.

©2014 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 
DGV179R0 March 2014
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

TIVICAY® (TIV-eh-kay)
(dolutegravir)

Tablets
Read this Patient Information before you start taking TIVICAY and each time you get a refill. There 
may be new information. This information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare 
provider about your medical condition or treatment.

What is TIVICAY? 

TIVICAY is a prescription HIV medicine that is used with other antiretroviral medicines to treat 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) infections in adults and children 12 years of age and 
older and weighing at least 88 pounds.

HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

It is not known if TIVICAY is safe and effective in children under 12 years of age or who weigh less 
than 88 pounds.

When used with other HIV-1 medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, TIVICAY may help:
• Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood. This is called “viral load.”

•  Increase the number of white blood cells called CD4+ (T) cells in your blood, which help fight 
off other infections. 

•  Reduce the amount of HIV-1 and increase the CD4+ (T) cells in your blood which may help 
improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting infections that can 
happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections).

TIVICAY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 therapy to 
control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection to others.
•  Do not share or re-use needles or other injection equipment.

•  Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them, like toothbrushes and 
razor blades.

•  Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safe sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with any body fluids such as semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood.

Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to prevent passing HIV to other 
people.

Who should not take TIVICAY?
Do not take TIVICAY if you take dofetilide. Taking TIVICAY and dofetilide can cause side 
effects that may be life-threatening.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking TIVICAY?
Before you take TIVICAY, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to TIVICAY

•  have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection

•  have any other medical condition

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TIVICAY will harm your unborn baby. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant while taking TIVICAY.

Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral medicines 
during pregnancy. The purpose of the registry is to collect information about the health of you 
and your baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take TIVICAY. 
•  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

•  It is not known if TIVICAY passes into your breast milk.

•  Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about the medicines you take, including prescription and over-
the-counter medicines, vitamins, or herbal supplements.
TIVICAY and other medicines may affect each other causing side effects. TIVICAY may affect the 
way other medicines work, and other medicines may affect how TIVICAY works.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:

•  other HIV-1 medicines including: efavirenz (SUSTIVA®), etravirine (INTELENCE®), fosamprenavir 
(LEXIVA®)/ritonavir (NORVIR®), nevirapine (VIRAMUNE®), or tipranavir (APTIVUS®)/ritonavir 
(NORVIR).

•  antacids or laxatives that contain aluminum, magnesium or calcium, sucralfate (CARAFATE®), 
iron or calcium supplements, or buffered medicines. TIVICAY should be taken at least 2 hours 
before or 6 hours after you take these medicines.

•  anti-seizure medicines:

•  oxcarbazepine (TRILEPTAL®)

•  phenytoin (DILANTIN®, DILANTIN®-125, PHENYTEK®)

•  phenobarbital (LUMINAL®)

•  carbamazepine (CARBATROL®, EQUETRO®, TEGRETOL®, TEGRETOL®-XR, TERIL®, 
EPITOL®)

•  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

•  a medicine that contains metformin

•  rifampin (RIFATER®, RIFAMATE®, RIMACTANE®, RIFADIN®)

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you are not sure if your medicine is one that is 
listed above.

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to show your healthcare provider and pharmacist 
when you get a new medicine.

How should I take TIVICAY?
•  Take TIVICAY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you.

•  Do not change your dose or stop taking TIVICAY without talking with your healthcare provider.

•  Stay under the care of a healthcare provider while taking TIVICAY.

•  You can take TIVICAY with or without food.

•  If you miss a dose of TIVICAY, take it as soon as you remember. If it is within 4 hours of your 
next dose, skip the missed dose and take the next dose at your regular time. Do not take 2 doses 
at the same time. If you are not sure about your dosing, call your healthcare provider.

•  If you take too much TIVICAY, call your healthcare provider or go to the nearest hospital 
emergency room right away. 

•  Do not run out of TIVICAY. The virus in your blood may become resistant to other HIV-1 medicines 
if TIVICAY is stopped for even a short time. When your supply starts to run low, get more from 
your healthcare provider or pharmacy.

What are the possible side effects of TIVICAY?
TIVICAY may cause serious side effects, including:
•  Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop a rash with TIVICAY. 

Stop taking TIVICAY and get medical help right away if you:

•  develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms

°  fever 

°  generally ill feeling 

°  extreme tiredness 

°  muscle or joint aches 

°  blisters or sores in mouth

°  blisters or peeling of the skin

°  redness or swelling of the eyes

°  swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue

°  problems breathing

•  develop any of the following signs or symptoms of liver problems:

°  yellowing of the skin or whites of the eyes

°  dark or tea-colored urine

°  pale-colored stools or bowel movements

°  nausea or vomiting

°  loss of appetite

°  pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side below the ribs

•  Changes in liver tests. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with TIVICAY. 
Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your liver function before and during treatment 
with TIVICAY.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines. These changes may 
include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The 
exact cause and long-term health effects of these problems are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can happen when 
you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and begin to fight 
infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you start having new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of TIVICAY include:

•  trouble sleeping   

•  headache

Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of TIVICAY. For more information, ask your healthcare 
provider or pharmacist. (continued)
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CHICAGO—The Fight for Marriage Equality 
in the Land of Lincoln is the focus of a new 
book from Windy City Times writers Kate Sosin 
and Tracy Baim. The book looks at the financial 
and political pressure from the LGBT commu-
nity and its allies to pass the marriage-equality 
law in 2013, including heated internal battles 
and intense heat put on elected officials in the 
final days of the legislative session. The book 
also includes more than 100 photos from the 
historic push for marriage, including photos 
and documents from the 1950s through the 
2013 demonstrations.

Windy City Times also has two addition-
al books out this month. The first, by Owen 
Keehnen and Tracy Baim, is about a longtime 
activist who also was one-half of the first cou-
ple to receive a same-sex marriage license in 
Illinois, just a few days after Gov. Pat Quinn 
signed the bill into law Nov. 20, 2013. Ver-
nita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House 
chronicles her journey as an African-American 
lesbian from the South Side of Chicago to her 
work in the Cook County state’s attorney’s of-
fice on hate crimes, and her years-long fight 
against the cancer that ultimately took her life 
in March 2014.

Windy City Times is marking the 10th anni-
versary of Richard Knight Jr., as film critic for 
the paper with the publication of The Best of 
Knight at the Movies, a collection of Knight’s 
movie reviews from 2004 to 2014. Written from 
Knight’s queer perspective, the book includes 
more than 150 film reviews and essays. Gay 
icon Bruce Vilanch has said about the collec-
tion, “If Fred Phelps were alive he’d picket this 
book!” The book will be released in mid-June, 
just over a decade after Knight joined the pa-
per.

All three of these books are available on 
Amazon.com in black-and-white editions (the 
marriage book available after June 16). The 
Vernita Gray and Illinois marriage books will 
soon also be available in color on CreateSpace.
com and Kindle.

Keehnen, Baim and Knight will be at a book 
launch Thursday, June 19, 7 p.m. at Women 
& Children First Bookstore, 5233 N. Clark St., 
Chicago.

More details:

The fight for Marriage equality in the Land 
of Lincoln 

Money. Votes, Activism. These three ingredi-
ents were key to the passage of the Religious 
Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act on Nov. 5, 
2013 in the Illinois House. Otherwise known 
as the marriage-equality law, supporters origi-
nally felt it would be a slam-dunk effort, since 
the Democrats captured a super majority in the 
state Senate and House in the November 2012 
elections.

But this is Illinois, and nothing comes with-
out a cost—in money and labor. S.B. 10 did 
pass quickly in the state Senate, on Valentine’s 
Day 2013. But months of lobbying by pro– and 
anti–marriage-equality forces left the state’s 
representatives in the House without the cour-
age to vote by the end of the spring legislative 
session, May 31, 2013. What happened next 
was a show of force by donors, lobbyists, poli-
ticians and most importantly the general citi-
zens of Illinois. There were protests, benefits, 
phone banks, door-to-door canvassing, lobby-
ing in the Capitol building, and a 5,000-strong 
March on Springfield for Marriage Equality on 
Oct. 22, 2013.

This book takes an in-depth look at the be-
hind-the-scenes efforts that were enhanced by 
the grassroots activists taking it to the streets. 
There were surprising opponents—and surpris-
ing allies—in the battle to get marriage for LG-
BTs in Illinois. This book provides a deep look 
into the inner-workings of passing legislation 
in Illinois. It is not always about the “will of 
the people” or “what is right.” It often comes 

down to horse-trading, political manipulation, 
threats and check books. It’s not quite the sim-
plicity of the song “I’m Just a Bill” from the 
TV show Schoolhouse Rock! But it can be just 
as fun.

Vernita Gray: from Woodstock to the White 
House 

Vernita Gray lived through some of the coun-
try’s most riveting civil-rights dramas. She 
came out as a lesbian soon after attending 
the 1969 Woodstock concert, where she heard 
about the uprising at the Stonewall gay bar 
in New York City. Her fight for lesbian equal-
ity, and the rights of the entire LGBTQ com-
munity, would be her passion for the remaining 
decades of her life.  

She was also a poet and a writer, a key player 
in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, and a 
lesbian separatist during the 1970s. In the 
1980s, she opened her own restaurant, Sol 
Sands, and in the early 1990s, she began an 
18-year career with the Cook County state’s at-
torney’s office. Along the way, she also man-
aged to have a lot of fun. 

Her visits to the White House brought tears 
to her eyes. She never thought she would see 
an African-American president, especially from 
her hometown of Chicago. A few months after 
attending the Obama selection at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in Denver, she at-
tended his inauguration and related parties in 
D.C. She first went to the White House for a 
June 2009 Pride reception. 

Vernita’s struggle with cancer would soon 
take a turn for the worse, and in her final years, 
her passion was used to fight for both at-risk 
LGBTQ youth as well as marriage equality in 
Illinois.

The Best of Knight at the Movies
Windy City Times is marking the 10th anni-

versary of Richard Knight Jr., as film critic for 
the paper with the publication of The Best of 
Knight at the Movies, a collection of Knight’s 
movie reviews from 2004 to 2014. Knight has 
picked more than 150 film reviews and essays, 
from the very gay to the gay-inclusive, and ev-
erything in between. Knight is also a director 
and screenwriter himself, and a longtime film 
lover. He co-wrote and co-directed Scrooge & 
Marley, a modern LGBT retelling of A Christmas 
Carol.
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Marriage equality,
Vernita Gray and
LGBt cinema:
three books from WCt
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By MaTT SiMoneTTe

Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) officials 
and staff met with community members for the 
organization’s 2014 annual meeting May 29 in 
the new location of their flagship Brown El-
ephant store at 3020 N. Lincoln Ave.

HBHC President/CEO David Munar discussed 
plans for the organization’s 40th anniversary, 
which it celebrates this year, as well as an ex-
pansion of their main facility on Sheridan Road 
that they hope will allow HBHC to increase its 
patient capacity by 50 percent.

HBHC is beginning construction on an ad-
ditional four examination rooms, which were 
funded primarily through state funds. Munar 
said that Illinois state Rep. Sara Feigenholtz 
was particularly instrumental in helping to se-
cure the funding.

The construction is scheduled for comple-
tion in October, and Munar said that HBHC still 
needs to secure an additional $20,000 in or-
der to fully furnish and equip the examination 
rooms. HBHC projects it will be able to provide 
about 8,000 new patient visits a year once the 
additional facilities were complete.

The organization currently sees about 13,000 
patients and provides about 20,000 patient 
visits each year.

HBHC Board Chair Duke Alden also an-
nounced seven new board members for the 
upcoming year—all of whom, he noted, are 
patients. Those new members include Roger 
Fierro, Becky Rowland, Emily Sater-Murray, W. 
Robert Schultz III, Miguel Torres, Mario Treto 
and Oscar Zambrano.

Alden additionally discussed plans for the 
organization’s 2014 celebration dance party, 
“Garden of Eve,” which will be held Nov. 7.

Munar began his tenure following several tu-
multuous years for HBHC, as the organization 
contended with funding issues and leadership 
crises, as well as difficulties in managing its 
ARIS Health Services and Broadway Youth Cen-
ter programs. In his remarks introducing Mu-
nar, Alden said, “We’ve endured our share of 
challenges and our organization is still stand-
ing—and standing strong.” He added that Mu-
nar would be “a transforming leader and a true 
agent of change.”

Munar noted that it was at HBHC that he was 
first diagnosed with HIV at age 24. “I was just 
as afraid and alone as many of our young cli-
ents,” he said. “Joining the team at Howard 
Brown has made my life and my career come 
full-circle.”

He broadly outlined a number of goals for 
the years ahead, adding that, at the heart of 
true equality for the LGBT community will be 
its members’ ability to remain strong “in our 
physical health, mental health, vitality, longe-
tivity and [securing] competent care.”

At the end of program, Alden read a letter 
from Gov. Pat Quinn welcoming Munar to his 
new position.

Among those also speaking were Medical 
Director Magda Houlberg and Associate Direc-
tor of Behavioral Health Services Kuanwu Lin, 
who discussed HBHC’s history, and BYC Director 
Imani Rupert and Director of HIV/STI Preven-
tion Daniel Pohl, who explained its depart-
ments and programs.

Howard Brown 
town hall looks 
at anti-bi 
discrimination
By MaTT SiMoneTTe

Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC), on June 
2, convened another in its series of town hall 
meetings engaging community members in 
dialogue about health topics, with this session 
centering on gay, bisexual and queer men’s 
health.

Dr. Alfred Torrence, a staff physician at 
HBHC, and Serette B. King, HBHC’s manager of 
Outreach Services, ran the session.

Facilitators stressed that participants would 
determine the direction of the session, held at 
Brown Elephant Resale Shop, 3651 N. Halsted 
St., and this particular section centered largely 
on matters of healthcare for bisexual men.

An audience member named Matt said that, 
since coming out as bisexual, he has endured 
discrimination from both straights and gays. 
When trying to access mental health services 
at HBHC, he saw there was plenty of room for 
improving the organization’s cultural compe-
tencies about the bi community and that when 
he brought up the possibility of being intersex, 
his provider seemed ill-informed about Kline-
felter’s Syndrome.

Chris Pierce, bisexual programs volunteer 
liaison at Center on Halsted, said that HBHC 
had “one of the best intake forms” amongst 
service providers and would do well performing 
outreach to straight-focused medical practices 

and health organizations.
“There’s a severe lack of information among 

health care professionals,” Pierce said, add-
ing that that was even a problem with mental 
health providers, who often can send out sig-
nals that they are judging a patient.

“We’re always wondering if our mental health 
professional really thinks that we’re gay,” he 
further noted.

Torrance admitted that finding culturally 
competent providers for bisexual or gay men 
is difficult because medical schools still pay so 
little attention to it. “There need to be retrain-
ings to deal with that,” he added, mentioning 
that many of HBHC’s referrals come from physi-
cians who are uneducated or uninterested in 
matters of LGBT health.

“Doctors are often not interested in re-ed-
ucation,” Torrance added, after being asked 
whether HBHC could provide LGBT health train-
ings for physicians. “I’d love to do that—I’m 
just not sure who would show up.”

The facilitators said they would be interested 
in discussing with Pierce his suggestions for 
improving HBHC’s engagement with its bi-
sexual patients. Other audience suggestions 
centered on programs encouraging healthy liv-
ing and lifestyles as well as the availability of 
HBHC services in other parts of the city.

“I think that our new CEO is interested in 
spreading Howard Brown out,” said Torrance. 
“We know what communities need our services. 
The issue is money. All that stuff is very expen-
sive to do.”

HBHC’s next town hall session, focusing on 
LGBT youth health issues, will be Monday, June 
16, at Brown Elephant Resale Shop, 3651 N. 
Halsted St., 6-7:30 p.m. For more information, 
visit http://bit.ly/1o3lk6w.

HBHC announces
plans for new
board, expansion

David Munar (left) and Duke alden at the annual meeting. Photo by Matt Simonette

Dr. alfred Torrence. Photo by Matt Simonette

120 civil unions 
converted on first full
day of equal marriage

A dozen same-sex couples were in line June 2 as Cook County Clerk David Orr opened his 
downtown vital records office on the first day of marriage equality in Illinois.

“This is the day we have been looking forward to all along,” Orr said, “when any couple, 
without regard to who they love or where they live, can get married anywhere in Illinois.”

The number of marriage licenses issued in Cook County to same-sex couples grew by 140 
on June 2, bringing the total to nearly 1,800 since Feb. 21. More than 120 couples also took 
advantage of their first opportunity to convert their civil union to a marriage on June 2.

Darren Grogan and William Brannin, together 23 years, were the first in line at 7:30 a.m. to 
convert their civil union to a marriage. The Chicago couple received red roses and a complimen-
tary commemorative certificate.

“We’re celebrating whether we’re first in line or last in line,” said Brannin.
Couples who already have a civil union can get a $65 marriage license free of charge, at any 

of the clerk’s offices until May 31, 2015.
With their previous domestic partnership and civil union records in hand, Zachary Lamm and 

Jim Williams came to the clerk’s office to get their third “official document” and “be a part of 
this moment in history.”

Jan Berger put it another way: “We don’t have to put an asterisk next to being married any-
more,” she said after marrying her partner of 17 years, Robin Hochstatter.

Rem Cabrera, whose 2011 civil union with Christopher Schram was converted to a marriage 
on Monday, said that conversion to marriage is “a validation of our commitment to each other 
and our ability to express who we are as a family.”

Richard T. Brown and Paul David Wadler, of Chicago, have marriage certificates from several 
states and Canada. “It makes a difference now that we’re married here in our home,” said 
Wadler. Marriage gives the couple “just a calming feeling of normalcy,” he said. “And now I’ll 
be able to say ‘husband.’”

More photos are online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Cook County Clerk David orr (left) with Darren Grogan (middle) and William Brannin. 
Photo by Bryan Docter/Cook County Clerk’s office
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Street dedication
set for Herrington
By MaTT SiMoneTTe

A street dedication will be held Thursday, 
June 19, at 10 a.m. at the corner of Broad-
way and Aldine Avenue in honor of the late 
Lakeview merchant and AIDS advocate Dewey 
Herrington.

Harrington, who died in 2008, was known in 
the neighborhood as the “Mayor of Broadway” 
and was, along with his partner, Walter Kogelis, 

the longtime proprietor of Pass the Salt and 
Pepper, a Lakeview gift shop at 3337 N. Broad-
way.

Herrington and Kogelis were two of the first 
merchants to set up shop in the neighborhood 
just as it began to be more popular with mem-
bers of Chicago’s gay community.

“He was always there,” said Kogelis. “Every-
body came to Dewey when they needed some-
thing. He always had a presence there.”

Herrington was also a founder of the North 
Broadway Merchants Association, which later 
merged into the Lakeview East Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as a founder of Chicago Gay 
Men’s Chorus. He also was “Official Monitor” 
for the Pride Parade. Herrington lost his twin 
brother, Melvin to AIDS, and was a fierce ad-
vocate for persons with HIV/AIDS in the early 
days of the epidemic as well.

In 1997, he spoke to Outlines about, among 
other topics, his AIDS advocacy: “I think that 
my place is to share with [Persons With AIDS] 
that it’s okay to be different, that it’s okay to 
be diseased—if that’s the word they want to 
use—they are not victims. … I think it’s all in 
the heart and mind—a will to live.”

That same year, Herrington was the only Chi-
cagoan chosen by the Advocate for a list of 
“10 People who make us proud.” He reflected 
on the honor in Outlines: “I was flattered. ... 
It was very nice. The main thing that I thought 
was important was that it identified Chicago. 
The West Coast and the East Coast tend to ig-
nore us, and it’s time we started getting at-
tention.”

“Dewey had polio so he never did sports, and 
was never on any team, but he thought of the 
community as his ‘team,’” Kogelis said. “He 
liked to be in the background, but could be re-
lentless when he was working for something.”

Kogelis also said he has been working to-
ward the street naming since shortly after Her-
rington’s death, “so I’m thrilled to have this 
happening now.”  

Milk stamp 
dedication June 17 
at the Center
 The Chicago District will hold a local dedi-
cation of the new Harvey Milk Forever stamp, 
prior to the “State of the LGBTQ Union Forum” 
at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., 
at 6:15 p.m. on Tuesday, June 17.
 Milk (1930-1978) was a leader who became 
one of the first openly gay elected officials in 
the United States when he won a seat on the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1977. 
His political career was tragically cut short 
less than a year after he took office in Califor-
nia when he and San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone were assassinated Nov. 27, 1978. In 
2009, President Obama posthumously awarded 
Milk the Medal of Freedom.
 The Harvey Milk Forever stamp was formally 
dedicated May 22 in a ceremony at the White 
House. See usps.com/news.

Rutherford lawsuit
dismissed—for now
By MaTT SiMoneTTe

The sexual-harassment lawsuit that helped de-
rail State Treasurer Dan Rutherford’s campaign 
to be GOP challenger to Gov. Pat Quinn has 
been thrown out. However, Rutherford’s ac-
cuser says that he plans to refile his claim, NBC 
5 reported June 4.

Ed Michalowski—who accused Rutherford of 
not only sexual harassment but of forcing him 
to work on Rutherford’s gubernatorial cam-
paign while on the state clock—has until June 
12 to submit a new claim.

U.S. District Judge Joan Lefkow dismissed 
the suit last week, after Rutherford’s lawyers 
claimed Michalowski had no plausible claims in 
the suit, CBS 2 reported.

The lawsuit emerged in the weeks before the 

March primary elections. Even before details 
about the suit were released, Rutherford went 
public with part of the story, calling a press 
conference Jan. 31 to say that he was being 
shaken down for $300,000 by interests tied 
to rival primary candidate Bruce Rauner, who 
eventually won the primary election. Ruther-
ford also said he planned on an internal in-
vestigation.

Rutherford made the announcement without 
referencing specifics of the allegations. He told 
Windy City Times in February, “The challenge I 
have is, I can’t mention the name, or the al-
legations, or the facts that I have to refute 
them—that’s what puts it in a politically tenu-
ous situation just before the election.”

Rutherford came in fourth in the GOP guber-
natorial primary March 18.

Vida/SIDA 
opens new
satellite office

Vida/SIDA, a project of the Puerto Rican 
Cultural Center, opened a satellite location in 
partnership with Centro Sin Fronteras at 2242 
S. Damen Ave. on June 10.

The Vida/SIDA Pilsen satellite location will 
provide free HIV/STI counseling, testing and 
linkage to care for HIV, gonorrhea, chlamydia, 
syphilis, and hepatitis C. The office will be 
open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

Visit www.vidasida.org.

Women’s dance 
at Center June 14
 Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., will 
host “By Women For Women: Spinning through 
the Decades” on Saturday, June 14, at 6 p.m. 
 The event will bring together female DJs from 
the LGBTQ community for an evening of music 
and dance. Tickets are $40; visit community.
centeronhalsted.org/ByWomenForWomen.

Dewey Herrington, volunteering at Chicago’s 
2002 Pride Parade. Photo by Tracy Baim
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By MaTT SiMoneTTe
 
The Chicago Police Department (CPD) said at 
the 19th District CAPS meeting June 4 that 
area residents could expect high visibility from 
CPD over the coming summer, but those in at-
tendance still questioned why the district is 
still losing a large percentage of its officers 
overall, even taking Ald. James Cappleman to 
task for not doing more to raise the issue with 
city officials.

“Robberies and burglaries remain our dis-
trict’s and my number one concern—our rob-
beries are going down and so are burglaries,” 
said District Commander Elias Voulgaris, adding 
that he attributed the reduction to high com-
munity awareness and changed tactics from his 
officers. He said that residents and visitor can 
expect a heightened police presence over the 
summer months, especially during Pride Week-
end.

Community Policing Sergeant Jason Clark 
read a number of statistics (below) that over-
all suggested an improvement in safety in the 
district from the same period last year. But an 
audience member questioned the integrity of 
Clark’s numbers, given a June 2014 Chicago 
Magazine article that suggested CPD is “wash-
ing” its crime numbers, that is, underreport-
ing them. The article, for example, looks at 
the peculiarities of CPD’s CompStat reporting 
system championed by Police Superintendent 
Garry McCarthy and says that the numbers 
don’t match those figures CPD reports to the 
FBI. It further illustrates a culture wherein CPD 
officers are under pressure from their superiors 
to undercount criminal incidents in the city.

Clark said that he had seen the article but 
added that, were he “washing” numbers, he did 
a poor job of it last year, when the number of 
robberies was high.

“I‘m just giving you the numbers that I pull,” 
Clark answered. “These are the numbers that I 
get in. I read the article, I know the article … 
[but] the numbers are the numbers. It does me 
no good to wash numbers.”

Discussion turned to staffing at the district 
headquarters, which has been a contentious is-
sue for Voulgaris. He said that retirement and 
attrition continue to be a problem, and that re-
taining officers who want to work nights is dif-
ficult. In the meantime, he said, “We’re trying 
to do more with the officers we have [and] we 
have beefed up the entertainment area team.”

Cappleman, emphasizing that he too would 
like to see the staffing increase, said that 
about 65 percent of the city’s budget goes to 
public safety, so many city officials are mainly 
concerned with improving safety figures and 
are likely to be looking for interventions be-
sides increasing staffing. “We’re going to have 
to work smarter,” he added.

One audience member said that such a plan 
was not fair to officers already working in the 
district, while another told Cappleman, “Go to 
McCarthy. Go to the Mayor. If you won’t, who 
will?”

But Cappleman said merely pleading about 
the staffing issues to City Hall was ultimately 
“magical thinking.”

Voulgaris also updated the audience on two 
sexual assaults that were reported recently. 
The first was reported to have happened in the 
3500 block of North Clark Street May 25, Voul-
garis said that the victim has recanted their 
story and the case is now closed, however. 
Another attack was reported after a woman 
was assaulted after being thrown into a men’s 
bathroom stall June 1 at The Irish Oak, 3511 N. 
Clark St. Voulgaris said that the bar was coop-
erating with the investigation and emphasized 
that the incident was an isolated one.

Voulgaris added that residents and visitors 
should be sure to leave their cars locked on the 
Lakefront and in other locations in the area, 
as police have seen an uptick in thefts from 
autos.

Officials also said security at ATMs has been 
an issue as well; one perpetrator waited by 
cash machines to see whether people waited 
for the machine to fully reset itself for the next 
customer. If they didn’t, he would launch an 
additional transaction on the person’s account, 
without the machine asking for a PIN a second 
time.

Victories, 
frustrations 
discussed at 
Edgewater event 
By MaTT SiMoneTTe

Out politicans and other supporters of the LGBT 
community were in attendance at the Edge-
water Chamber of Commerce’s second annual 
State of Edgewater Breakfast June 6.

Among those present at the gathering at The 
Breakers at Edgewater Beach, 5333 N. Sheri-
dan Rd., were state Reps. Greg Harris and Kelly 
Cassidy; state Sen. Heather Steans; U.S. Rep. 
Jan Schakowsky; Cook County Commisioner 
Bridget Gainer; and Alds. Harry Osterman and 
Pat O’Connor.

Harris, Cassidy and Steans spoke about re-
cent successes in passing LGBT-related legisla-
tion in recent months, with Harris noting that 
Illinois will likely be the last state wherein 
marriage equality was prodded by legislative, 
not judicial, action. Cassidy also mentioned the 
anti-school bullying legislation that is current-
ly awaiting Gov. Pat Quinn’s signature, noting 
that, after hearing heartbreaking stories from 
all over the state “we have real directions and 
guidance in place for this.”

She also spoke highly of the camaraderie she 
shared with her legislative colleagues: “What 
an amazing team we have to work together in 

this district—we all work so well together and 
share so many values.”

But all of the legislators said they were frus-
trated with the directions the General Assembly 
had gone this past session. Steans lamented 
that partisanship had contributed to a fore-
stalling of many hard decisions, particularly 
with respect to the state’s finances.

“Most years we were able to set partisanship 
aside and get a lot of stuff done,” she said. “I 
don’t think we did that this year.”

Harris added, “We’re going to have to deal 
with the issue of revenue … or the work that 
we’ve done will be undone, and we will go back 
into a state of insolvency.”

Schakowsky similarly spoke of an extremely 
moribund U.S. Congress, maintaining that the 
GOP’s decision to derail any policy set forth 
or supported by President Obama has led to 
“the least productive session in congressional 
history. … If we could get together, we could 
be soaring forward. Everyone in the country is 
ready but Congress is not there.”

Osterman had the more enviable task of dis-
cussing the progress the Edgewater neighbor-
hood is making in attracting new businesses 
to the neighborhood, among them the About 
Face Theatre, for example. He said that, in 
years past, Edgewater had to struggle to bring 
in new businesses, but, “We’re at a point right 
now where people are beating down the door.”

Also speaking at the breakfast were Edgewa-
ter Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Katrina Balog and Board Chair Brian Koester.

ALMA hosts second
annual LGBtq
youth conference
By CaRRie MaxWeLL

“Empowering Our Youth” was the theme of 
ALMA Chicago’s 2nd annual Mobilizing our 
Youth Conference June 6 at Corazon Fuerza 
Youth Center in Cicero, Illinois. The event was 
among a number of United Latino Pride ac-
tivities that took place throughout the week. 
About 60 people attended the evening’s activi-
ties.

After words of welcome and introductions 
by Latino Soul, representatives from Corazon 
Fuerza Youth Center explained the services that 
they provide and urged everyone to come and 
participate in the center’s activities and utilize 
the building’s services which are free of charge. 

Then Rosalva Nara from County Care at the 
Cook County Health and Hospitals Systems pre-
sented information on eligibility requirements 
for Illinois Medicaid and urged everyone to get 
health insurance.

A screening of the short film “Ojos Que No 
Ven/Eyes That Do Not See” (an official selec-
tion at the 2014 Outfest Fusion LGBT People 
of Color Film Festival) kicked off the evening’s 
activities. The film centers around the con-
flict between Josephine, a queer 15-year-old 
first generation Salvadorian American, and her 
mother Margarita on the eve of Josephine’s 
quinceanera. A skype Q&A with Janet Arelis 
Quezada, the executive producer of the movie, 
took place after the screening.

Two education sessions followed the screen-
ing: “Allies and the LGBTQ Community,” mod-
erated by Corazon Executive Director Mary E. 
Johnson and Corazon Health Educator Jose 
Enrique Vazquez; and “Community Organizing 
and Civic Engagement,”with ALMA’s Advocacy 
Co-Chair Luis H. Roman-Garcia moderating. 

The “Allies and the LGBTQ Community” ses-
sion featured information on how allies can 
best help the LGBTQ community and the “Com-
munity Organizing and Civic Engagement” ses-
sion featured strategies on how to effectively 
mobilize people around specific causes. 

Following the education sessions, Janet Aqua 
Paradise Lopez showcased his unique dance 
moves and seven youth attendees faced off 
against each other in a dance contest. 

See www.almachicago.org and www.united-
latinopride.org for more information.
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police, residents talk
statistics and staffing
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Upon meeting Daniel Zimmerman, one notices that he seems to be a 
bundle of energy who’s constantly smiling.
 No doubt, all of that energy comes in handy as his job as principal of 
Chicago’s Foreman High School, located in the city’s Belmont-Cragin area.
 Zimmerman grew up in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He graduated high school 
in 1986 and then attended Boston University and the University of Rhode 
Island. He returned to Fort Wayne (to get Master’s degrees and where he 
also worked in college admissions) and then moved to Chicago in 2002.
 Zimmerman got his first full-time instructing job as a cheerleading 
coach/English teacher. (His employer noticed that he had “aerobics 
instructor” on his resume.) He steadily worked his way up the ladder, 
becoming English department chair in Chicago.
 At North Lawndale, he wrote curricula along with being department 
chair, “meaning I had the same kids for four years,” Zimmerman said. 
“It was an amazing experience.” Three of the students are now English 
teachers, he added. Eventually, Zimmerman became head of Foreman, and 
he’s now entering his fourth year as principal.
 Change has been a hallmark of Foreman. “We had labeled as a failing 
school for the better part of 10 years before I arrived,” he said. “My 
first year, we leveraged our strengths and downplayed our weaknesses; 
we moved to Level 2 school in good standing. We kept that and got the 

probationary status removed. Our ACT scores are higher than ever, and 
we have more students taking college-level math than any other [CPS] 
school in the city.”
 As for a “typical” day, it normally starts at 4:30 a.m., when he walks 
his dogs and goes to the gym. He tries to get to the school between 
7 and 7:30 a.m., with the students arriving around 7:45 a.m. What 
follows is going “at breakneck speed all day until school is out at three,” 
Zimmerman said. “I have hundreds of emails a day because you’re like a 
mini-CEO, and there are all sorts of situations.”
 Zimmerman started the gay-straight alliance at Foreman, with the 
school being so supportive of the LGBTQ community that it recently 
hosted this year’s CPS (Chicago Public Schools) Queer Prom.
 As for what he improve about the CPS, Zimmerman would want a more 
level playing field. “Sometimes it’s harder motivating students when 
you’re a neighborhood school, as opposed to a selective-enrollment 
school,” Zimmerman said. “The kids may feel like they they couldn’t get 
in anywhere else, and we’re the last stop. In an ideal world, it would just 
be attendance boundaries where each school would be the vibrant center 
of the community. We have the talent at Foreman ... [and] we certainly 
[make the most of] what we have.”

GAY in the
LIFE

Daniel Zimmerman
TexT anD PHoToS By anDReW DaViS

Age
47 

Neighborhood
Lincoln Square

Relationship status
Boyfriend of four years

Occupation
Principal of Edwin G. Foreman High 
School

Pets
A “Shorkie” (shih tzu/Yorkie mix) and 
a “Maltipom” (Maltese/Pomeranian 
mix)

Favorite snack
Dark chocolate-covered almonds

Best part of job
“When you do things that touch people”

Worst part of job
“There’s all the compliance, federal [and 
otherwise], that you have to do.”

TRI PROUD! 
Be T2 Proud! 
Cross the finish line to help AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago provide housing, care, and 
advocacy for the 43,000 people living with 
HIV/AIDS in Illinois. T2’s innovative 
coaching program will support you every 
step, pedal, or stroke of the way as you train 
to finish the race of your lifetime — and 
raise funds to make a difference in Chicago 
and across the nation.

Your victory is their victory. 
Join the T2 family today.

Join us  
T2EA.org
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T2 Triathlete Masumi Y.
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Review of ‘Review’

To The Sun-Times:
 
A writer for the conservative National Review, 
Kevin Williamson, has created a firestorm of 
liberal opposition in response to his recent 
Sun-Times column in which he attacked the 
gender identity of actress Laverne Cox as well 
as categorically attacked all transgender people 
as “delusional” and “anti-rational.” The angry 
opposition to Williamson and the Sun-Times is 
completely justified.
  However, no one should be surprised by the 
National Review’s bigotry. This is the same out-
fit that in 1957 editorialized that the white 
community in the South was the “advanced 
race,” and thus was entitled to “prevail, politi-
cally and culturally.”
 This is the same rag that, as recently as late 
2012, was still at odds with the American Psy-
chiatric Association’s 1973 decision to stop 
classifying homosexuality as a mental disorder.
 In its 2012 piece, the Review asserted with-
out argument that “there is not a shred of sci-
entific evidence that people are simply ‘born 
that way’ [that is, with same-sex attraction].” 
Then it huffed indignantly—again, with no 
evidence provided and lots of evidence to the 
contrary—that the APA’s 1973 decision was 
not the result of “careful scientific delibera-
tion” but instead resulted from the Association 
caving to “rambunctious and constant protest 
of gay activists.” (We wonder what theReview 
would have made of political protest, if there 
had been any, against German “race science” 
in the 1930s or against the powerful eugenics 
movement in the U.S. in the early 20th cen-
tury.)

 In any event, Williamson’s bias against trans-
gender people is both snide and demeaning, 
couched as it is in the supercilious, pseudo-
intellectual rhetoric typical of the National Re-
view. He’s also dead wrong on three counts:
 —He conflates the terms “transsexual” and 
“transgender”;
 —He mistakenly reifies sex as “biological re-
ality,” as totally fixed and concrete, despite the 
many indeterminate cases at birth that doctors 
honestly attest to when they “assign” sex; and,
  —He insists on the politically tendentious 
and highly dubious fact/feeling distinction 
when he asserts that biological “facts” always 
trump gender identity, which involves an indi-
vidual’s innermost, deepest sense of self.
 Yet, in conclusion, we should also ask why 
many liberals are so selective in their angry, 
outraged support for some transgender people 
and not others?
 After all, targeting National Review and its 
hacks plays it safe. The Review has been a 
longtime, favorite whipping boy for liberals, 
and deservedly so. But where was widespread 
liberal support last July for Chelsea (nee Brad-
ley) Manning when Obama’s Justice Depart-
ment railroaded that courageous Army intel-
ligence whistle-blower to prison for 35 years? 
You didn’t hear a peep!
 
Roger Fraser
Gay Liberation Network
Chicago

Bruce’s bias

Dear editor:
 
Now that marriage equality has taken effect 
throughout all of Illinois, we now have guber-
natorial candidate Bruce Rauner suggesting a 
referendum to revisit the issue. 
 Why don’t we put Rauner’s own basic rights 
up for a popular vote instead—how would he 
like that? Does Rauner not know his civic edu-
cation in which our country’s founders warned 
against the tyranny of the majority in these 
type issues. 
 It is quite obvious Rauner is trying to walking 
the fence and cater to the extreme elements of 
his party, but there are some issues, such as 
equality, that are human principles and rights 
and should not be used as political footballs. 
Voting on marriage equality is not like voting 
on a new redistricting map. The lack of integ-
rity by Rauner to use marriage equality as such 
demonstrates a lack of character.
 
Sincerely, 
Scott G. Burgh
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
Survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the u.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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Lessons from a
modern family
  
I was ready to be walked down the aisle by my 
traditional Cuban father to marry my beautiful 
blonde Jewish wife.
  Our “Jewban” lesbian wedding we’ve dreamt 
of with our modern familia with two kids was 
solidified by this loving family ceremony and 
party in 2012. The ceremony followed our legal 
marriage in New York City in September 2011.
  As we shared vows of commitment and laughs 
with our guests during the ceremony, I was re-
minded of the blessing I felt that my kids were 
witnessing this event from a loving perspec-
tive, with full support of all family members.
  America watched Mitchell and Cam marry dur-
ing the two-part season finale of ABC’s Modern 
Family and the positive ripple of effects on 
children is paramount.
  Some of the most important things a parent 
can provide a child is to love, teach, soothe 
and guide them.
  Does sexual orientation impact this? How 
does it?
  Some people struggle with lesbian, gay and 
bisexual (LGB) people raising children. Com-
mon fears and stereotypes are that the children 
will be gay themselves, will be promiscuous, 
need a mother and a father, will not succeed in 
life, and overall will not be as well-adjusted as 
children raised in heterosexual homes.

  But there is consistent research and lived 
experiences that support the concept that 
children of LGB parents are as well-adjusted as 
their counterparts. The American Psychological 
Association’s summary of four decades of re-
search on LGB parents declares that “common 
stereotypes are not supported by the data.” 
This means that LGB parents are not unfit and 
do not have a negative effect on children.
  In fact, the results of some studies suggest 
that lesbian mothers’ and gay fathers’ parent-
ing skills may be superior to those of matched 
heterosexual couples.
  A 2013 groundbreaking report from Australia, 
the largest study of children (500) from LGB 
homes, suggests that children raised by same-
sex parents are doing well and even better than 
their peers in indicators such as self-esteem, 
emotional behavior and the amount of time 
spent with parents.
  Why are LGB people good parents?
  Two of the primary factors are that LGB 
couples cannot have children unintentionally 
and they have more egalitarian relationships, 
research shows.
  First, there is no ‘oops, we’re pregnant.’ LGB 
couples cannot conceive, and they have to 
intentionally desire a child, devote time to 
the process, research it, and invest, at times, 
thousands of dollars. Similar to infertile het-
erosexual couples, children of lesbian, gay and 
bisexual individuals are not going to be un-
planned or even unwanted. This level of inten-
tionality is potent.
  LGB couples tend to be more fluid and flex-
ible when it comes to gender roles. This is 
mostly due to not having to adhere to the same 
culturally driven male-female gender roles that 
most heterosexual couples do.
  Who takes out the garbage? Who cooks din-
ner? Who bathes the kids? Who pays?
  The division of labor and tasks is a common 
conversation from the get go, with no road 

map, compared to the map heterosexual cou-
ples have.
  Along with the movement toward greater ac-
ceptance, there are still many LGB individuals, 
couples and families that do not have the sup-
port of their family and friends.
  The majority of Americans are moving toward 
affirming same-sex marriage and accepting 
same-sex families as part of the family spec-
trum in the U.S. However, about 42 percent of 
people in the U.S. do not support the idea.
  Additionally, outside of family, LGB couples 
with children are more likely to face stigma and 
discrimination in court proceedings, within 
schools, with medical providers and with the 
general public.
  This is an important area to consider as 
the effects of not having support for one’s 
identity and or relationship can cause great 
distress, which causes a greater stress on the 
children. If loved ones do not accept the fam-
ily, then those children grow up with less fam-
ily love and support.
  The more people can face their acquired ho-
mophobia and be open to learning from one 
another, the further we will grow. And the hap-
pier all kids will be.
  This is not to say that we need to identify as 
‘gay parents’ and ‘straight parents.’ But it sure 
seems we have a lot to learn from one another. 
Let’s all be open to that.
  I bet Lily, Mitch and Cam’s daughter in Mod-
ern Family, will feel the love and union of her 
parents—not her gay parents.
  Dr. Carmen Cruz is a licensed psychologist 
and diversity training consultant as well as 
director of training at Texas Woman’s univer-
sity (TWu) Counseling Center. She is a public 
voices fellow with The oped Project at TWu 
and founder of Cruz Consulting (www.drcar-
mencruz.com). She is on Twitter @drcruz32, 
or facebook at CRuZ Consulting.  

DR.
CARMEN

CRUZ

Send letters and 
viewpoints to 

Andrew@
WindyCity

MediaGroup.com.
Items may be edited 
for length or clarity.



June 11, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 19

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

The movie The Case against 8 takes a look at the battle against the anti-gay initiative Prop 8. See page 24.  

SPORTS
‘aunt’ and rave.
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Photo from Ask Aunt Susan

by Elizabeth Elliott

using your noodle.
Page 34

Photo of crab spaghettini at 
Packing House by Andrew Davis

force of will.
Page 38

Photo of Chicago Force’s Melissa Smith
by Ross Forman

THEATER DISH

MAKING THEIR ‘CASE’

Photo of 
(from left) 
Paul Katami, 
Jeff Zarrillo, 
Kris Perry and 
Sandy Stier 
courtesy of 
HBO

By LauRen WaRneCKe

Dancer, choreographer, writer and former Windy 
City Times dance columnist Zachary Whitten-
burg, 34, now finds his daily grind on Jack-
son Boulevard in the offices of Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago (HSDC). 

Whittenburg finished his second season as 
master of communications at HSDC recently, 
after nearly a decade of hustling in dance jour-
nalism and freelance gigs. One of those gigs 
was as the go-to guy for dance coverage during 
his tenure as dance editor at Time Out Chicago 
from 2009-2012, a position that was termi-
nated when Time Out moved exclusively online.

Whittenburg—an accomplished performer 
with credits at Pacific Northwest Ballet, Crystal 
Pite’s Les Ballets Jazz de Montreal and HSDC—
edged himself out of the dance-journalism 
market before it edged him out; he left Time 
Out voluntarily and spent the summer of 2012 
back hustling, picking up coveted spots in 
Pointe Magazine, Critical Correspondence and 
a cover story on Paris Opera Ballet in Dance 
International. He was even published in Oi Chi-
cago, a Spanish news publication, with a piece 
on photography.

He spent the first few months after leav-
ing Time Out attempting a sustainable living 
in freelance dance writing, not fully knowing 
whether it was possible. “I felt like I had the 
experience that anyone else would have in the 
market, and it was either going to be possible, 
or not. … Things were happening, it’s not 
like I was getting no work,” he said in a din-
ner meeting with Windy City Times across the 
street from the Harris Theater for Music and 

Dance, where he would work the press table 
for opening night of HSDC’s Summer Series that 
evening. “But it all didn’t add up to what I 
needed to make ends meet, and also the pay 
cycle was so long. I didn’t see payment for 
most of that work until I had been at Hub-
bard Street for months. ... In retrospect, who 
knows?! But I hit July/August, and remember 
thinking, ‘I don’t think this is possible.’”

Whittenburg now enjoys a life that has more 
balance. He’s working more “normal” hours, 
and his CV of freelance-writing credits and 
speaking engagements continues to grow de-
spite his full-time job. In the two years he’s 
been at HSDC, Whittenburg has written a dozen 
freelance editorials (mostly for Dance Maga-
zine, Pointe and Dance Teacher). He hosted 
an audience engagement series called “Dance, 
A Moving Canvas,” and has a number of addi-
tional projects in the works. His former 80-90-
hour work week consisted of five shows, two 
interviews and three reviews. “Now, my week 
is 40-45 hours at Hubbard Street, one dance 
show, a play, a concert, a dinner party, and a 
night watching Mad Men,” he added. “There’s 
a balance to my life now that’s really satisfy-
ing. ... I loved that crazy pace, but there are a 
lot of things you have to give up to have that 
experience.” 

By sacrificing a bit of his bird’s-eye view—
and, with it, the knowledge of everyone and 
everything happening in Chicago’s dance com-
munity—Whittenburg’s still the go-to guy. 
However, he’s a go-to guy who preserves a 
tiny bit of personal time, gets more sleep and 
enjoys a more sustainable lifestyle. “I’m not 
as moody as I was a couple years ago. I get 

more exercise. … I was the textbook cliche of 
a hunchbacked writer; the irony of that was 
not lost on me. I was giving to this devotion 
to dance and performance art, and my physical 
experience was a wreck. Part of the culture [at 
HSDC] is being healthy. 

“At the end of the day … I want to advocate 
for the importance of dance as an art form, 
I want to help engage readers and the public 
about dance as an art form, and raise the level 
of familiarity so you can start to have those 
richer conversations. Whether I’m doing that 
at a dance company, or at a magazine, or at a 
newspaper, the important thing is that I feel 
like I’m doing that. That was the thinking be-
hind moving forward … and it guides me with 
how I’m doing this job.”

How he’s doing his job appears to be work-
ing. The company’s presence in the Chicago 
dance community and on social media is stron-
ger than ever. Whittenburg works with the 
many compartments of Hubbard Street to pres-
ent the whole picture to the press and public. 
In one moment he’s scanning costume sketches 
and interviewing guest repetiteurs for upcom-
ing engagements; in the next he’s discussing 

adaptive dance programming for children with 
disabilities or setting up visits from So You 
Think You Can Dance’s Nigel Lythgoe and the 
Dizzy Feet Foundation. 

The stories he shares now are not dissimilar 
to stories you might see in print or online press 
publications, but there aren’t enough person-
nel, energy, and resources left in dwindling arts 
journalism to cover such stories. “Ultimately, 
we all want the same thing,” he said. “We all 
want more people in Chicago to care about 
dance; that’s the goal. When I look back at 
the end of my workday, I don’t feel any less 
impactful being the PR manager at Hubbard 
Street than I was as the dance editor at Time 
Out. ... That work won’t go away, and I don’t 
think I’m chipping away at it any more slowly 
than I was before. That’s reinforced my deci-
sion to do what I’m doing.”

As Whittenburg looks toward the future, he 
sees a long relationship with Hubbard Street, 
and a dance world that is bigger, richer and 
more diverse. Dance is pretty gay—it always 
has been—but Whittenburg speculates if a 
world more accepting of LGBTQ people in gen-
eral will change the demographics of the dance 
community. If it becomes more “OK to be gay,” 
will there be a shift away from dance and to-
ward sports, or some other activity that queer 
people generally shy away from? If the demo-
graphic of dancers changes, how does the work 
created also change, and then how does the 
audience change? As society grows and percep-
tions widen, art, traditionally, imitates life. 

“There’s going to be more of everything,” 
Whittenburg said. “There are more people, 
more audience members … nothing is going 
to turn down the volume, so there’s going 
to be more dance, more dancers, more audi-
ence members. If you look at Hubbard Street, 
when we perform in March, we’re up against 10 
shows. In 10 years, we’ll be up against 50, and 
that theater is not going to get any smaller. 
The plurality of voices, that’s what’s going to 
happen. You’re just going to see more variety, 
and that’s great! They say it’s the spice of life.”

DANCIN’ FEATS

Catching up with
Zachary Whittenburg Zachary 

Whittenburg. 
Photo by Quinn 
B Wharton
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CRITICS’ PICKS
 Bat-Hamlet, Corn Productions at the 
Cornservatory, opens June 20 and runs 
through July 14. Jordan Pulliam’s mash-
up of Dark Knight and Melancholy Dane is 
smarter than its premise would lead you 
to suspect, and the literal Joker on the 
throne is a villain worth the admission 
alone. MSB
 Buyer & Cellar, Broadway Playhouse @ 
Water Tower Place, through June 15. Mi-
chael Urie of Ugly Betty fame is hilarious 
in Jonathan Tolins’ comically catty play 
about a gay actor finding work in the faux 
shopping mall built in the basement of 
Barbra Streisand’s Malibu home. SCM
 Haymaker, The Neo-Futurists at the 
Neo-Futurarium, through June 28. When 
a playwright invites his friends to join in 
his pre-adolescent action-movie fantasy, 
the thrilling stunt work often has to ac-
commodate multiple viewpoints—which 
is when the fun begins. MSB
 Mud Blue Sky, A Red Orchid, through 
June 29. Three female flight attendants 
and a teen-aged male pot dealer in a mo-
tel room, but it’s not an adolescent porno 
fantasy unless cougars are your thing. The 
situation is highly improbable but the act-
ing and comedy are excellent. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

Carrie:
The Musical
Playwright: music by Michael Gore, 
lyrics by Dean Pitchford, 
book by Lawrence D. Cohen
at: Bailiwick Chicago at the 
Biograph, 2433 n. Lincoln ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; 
www.victorygardens.org; $40
Runs through: July 12 

By MaRy SHen BaRniDGe

Back in 1974, when the notion of disenfran-
chised teenagers (U.S. teenagers, anyway) tak-
ing violent action against their peers was the 
stuff of fantasy-fiction, this tale of a patho-
logically shy adolescent girl whose uncanny 
mental powers exercise a terrible revenge on 
her oppressors was so shocking that subse-
quent adaptations—notably, Brian dePalma’s 
1979 film—preferred to look upon the much-
abused heroine as a “demon” child in the Linda 
Blair mold, rather than confront the disturb-
ing aspects of a social environment that would 
spawn the school massacres of today.
   That’s not the story that Stephen King wrote, 
however, nor is it the musical that Michael 
Gore, Dean Pitchford and Lawrence D. Cohen 
fashioned to offer insights into the toll exacted 
by bullying on both the victims and the perpe-
trators. It’s not the Bailiwick Chicago produc-
tion currently in residence at the Biograph, ei-
ther. Camp fans anticipating Rocky Horror-like 
hijinks from an audience tarted up in prom-
queen drag are advised to stay home and play 
with their feminine hygiene products.     
 For starters, the authors refuse to portray 
their personae as grotesque caricatures (affirm-
ing the very prejudices they claim to deplore), 
but instead extend compassion, not solely to 
their much-abused heroine, but to all who suf-
fer the insecurity inflicted by a disorderly uni-
verse. Indeed, the score’s opening song clearly 
exposes the veneer of nonchalance adopted by 
the teens to disguise their fear of an uncer-
tain future, much as Carrie’s mother clings to 
her religion as protection against betrayal by 
untrustworthy mortals. Even the villains are 
granted flashes of remorse and opportunities 
for reform, contradicting the plot’s potential 
fatalism to introduce the possibility of reversal 
generating dramatic tension, despite its narra-
tive structure as a surviving witness testimony 
following the prom-night holocaust (deftly 
conjured by Greg Poljacik).   

 Director Michael Driscoll’s expertise at fitting 
song-and-dance extravaganzas to small spaces 
makes for a production never exceeding the 
proportions of its surroundings, but instead 
emerging a parable as intimate as its micro-
cosmic setting. The cast, led by Callie Johnson 
and Katherine L. Condit, delivers vocals that 
redeem in expressiveness what they may lack 
in volume, as does the six-piece orchestra con-
ducted by Aaron Benham, also no stranger to 
up-close-and-personal orchestrations. Jaded 
adults may scoff at the Spring Awakening-
meets-Afterschool Special tone of the Power-
Point text, but given what we know now about 
youths undergoing stress, it’s a lesson well-
heeded. Bring a kid with you to explain why.

THEATER REVIEW

Ask Aunt Susan
Playwright: Seth Bockley
at: Goodman Theatre, 170 n. Dearborn St.
Tickets: 312-443-3800; 
www.GoodmanTheatre.org/auntSusan; 
$10-$40
Runs through: June 22

By JonaTHan aBaRBaneL

The literary plot device of gaming the gamer 
has remained evergreen since storytelling be-
gan, encompassing The Odyssey, Dangerous Li-
aisons, The Sting and Trading Places among di-
verse examples. Ask Aunt Susan fits the genre. 
 Its hero is a not-so-reformed Internet scam-
mer who becomes non-existent Internet advice 
guru Aunt Susan (Alex Stage), never realizing 
his chain is being jerked. The tricky part is that 
one must come to care about the gamer gamed 
and have sympathy for him, and that’s missing 
here. When our twenty-something hero realizes 
in the closing moments that he’s been played, 
and reaches out for sympathy to ex-girlfriend 
Betty (Meghan Reardon), we really don’t care if 
she reaches back.
 Part of the reason is that he’s lived very well 
while being played—flying first class and put-
ting money in the bank, and nothing is taken 
away from him. There’s no downside, no loss, 
no crucible—just a very abrupt end in which 
the uber-gamer is revealed. There’s hardly time 
for the hero to react with shock, anger or any-
thing except, perhaps, a tiny sense of his isola-
tion.
 Author Seth Bockley, a multifaceted theater 

artist, acknowledges that Ask Aunt Susan takes 
its inspiration from Nathaneal West’s richly sar-
donic 1933 classic, Miss Lonelyhearts, melded 
with a 21st-century Internet overlay. In West’s 
novel, a cynical newspaper reporter answers 
advice-to-the-lovelorn letters—a joke to his 
editor—only to become deeply distraught over 
the genuine Depression-era distress of the 
letter-writers. Ask Aunt Susan starts similarly 
and the 70-minute play is off to a very fast 
start, with Bockley’s acerbic tone equal to that 
of West’s.
 But Bockley then mostly parts ways with Miss 
Lonelyhearts, which veers towards tragedy. 
Bockley keeps things much lighter and con-
centrates on the cynical business of building 
the Aunt Susan brand as manipulated by the 
hero’s boss (Mark Grapey) and his wife (Jennie 
Moreau). As the play becomes more detailed 
in this respect, it becomes less ha-ha funny 
(although its acerbic tone remains) and less 
involving because the hero not only doesn’t 
suffer, but he doesn’t grow. Bockley sacrifices 
character for story, which he ends in a flash 
with the uber-gamer seeming to have had no 
motive.
 Ask Aunt Susan has style, tone and brisk pace 
as written by Bockley and staged by Henry 
Wishcamper, but it needs to grow deeper, more 
dangerous and probably longer to fulfill its po-
tential and honor its source. The cast is first-
rate. Grapey is hilariously vulgar (he’s become 
expert at such roles), Moreau is cool and allur-
ing, Reardon is bimbo personified, and Stage is 
blandly charming. In several small roles, Robyn 
Scott steals her scenes. Scenic designer Kevin 
Depinet cleverly skews things at angles, which 
he enjoys doing at the Goodman.  

THEATER REVIEW

Love Tapes
Playwright: Penn Jillette and Steven Banks
at: The inconvenience at angel 
island, 735 W. Sheridan Rd.
Tickets: 773-871-0442; 
www.theinconvenience.org; $20
Runs through: July 5

By MaRy SHen BaRniDGe

Once upon a time, there was a metal-rock 
band called Umlaut and, in it, a bass player 
named Kevin. We don’t see much of Kevin in 
our story but, like Marley’s ghost, his pres-
ence must be clearly acknowledged if any-
thing wonderful is to happen.
 Without this priapic icon, you see, mousy 
medical technician Melinda Meyer would 
never dress up to look like Anna Nicole 
Smith and—fortified with quantities of 
vodka—videotape herself behaving in what 
she believes to be a seductive manner, in-
cluding a bare-chested re-enactment of the 
performance that won her the hula-hoop 
state championship, and mail the results to 
her idol. Nor would Carl McIntosh, Kevin’s 
shy personal assistant and fan-mail sorter, 
screen the aforementioned videotape and 
promptly reply with a missive representing 
himself as the kind of rocker he imagines will 
please Melinda, even to reproducing—with 
the assistance of a low-riding Fender gui-
tar—her favorite Kevin dream-fantasy.

 “It’s a modern mating ritual,” Carl explains, 
but his assessment is only partly correct. 
Haven’t besotted lovers always lied shame-
lessly to one another during the first stages 
of their acquaintance, leading to subsequent 
romantic tension arising from the fraudulent 
wooers’ fear of their flawed humanity being 
discovered? The veneer of intimacy promised 
by technological advances does nothing to 
diminish the awkwardness of their initial 
face-to-face meeting. (“I know what your 
dick looks like, but I don’t know your dog’s 
name,” Melinda laments.) True love, how-
ever, sees past artifice to the sincerity moti-
vating the creation of the mask, and—once 
the cameras are discarded, and the value of 
experience cherished above that of recording 
experience—Cupid triumphs.
 The Inconvenience aesthetic mandates our 
would-be sweethearts soliciting audience 
members to operate the photo-equipment for 
their home movies, the lens’s view projected 
on a monitor screen at stage center, while 
smaller screens display Umlaut music videos 
(one featuring naughty nymphets in school 
uniforms). What distinguishes this techno-
smoochie from the common run of romcoms 
is director Shade Murray’s fortuitous cast-
ing of Mary Williamson and Chris Chmelik as 
Melinda and Carl. Both actors endow their 
potentially shallow characters with a depth 
and seriousness to generate a charismatic 
presence heralding (or so we can hope) the 
long-overdue breakout for these two inexpli-
cably underrated actors. Don’t miss it. 

Carrie: The Musical. Photo by Michael Brosilow

Love Tapes. 
Press photo



THEATER REVIEW

Caged Dames
Book, Music, Lyrics: David Cerda
at: Hell in a Handbag Productions 
at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont ave.
Tickets: 773-975-8150 or 
www.handbagproductions.org; $18-$37
Runs through July 13

By SCoTT C. MoRGan

Many of Hell in Handbag Productions’ most 
recent shows have been squeezed within an 
inch of their lives onto the postage stamp-
sized stage of Mary’s Attic. At most curtain 
calls, Hell in a Handbag co-founder David Cerda 
would solicit donations so that the company 
could produce their campy drag comedies on 
a larger scale.
 Well, Hell in a Handbag has certainly stepped 
up its production values at Theater Wit for 
the revival of its 2006 musical Caged Dames, 
a pulpy homage to 1940s and ’50s women’s 
prison films. And the timing couldn’t be more 
perfect following the second season release of 
the enormously popular Netflix women’s prison 
series Orange is the New Black.
 So Hell in a Handbag deserves kudos for lav-
ishing so much attention and funds on Caged 
Dames via Zachary Gipson’s imposing prison 
sets, Kate Setzer Kamphausen’s appropriately 
drab costumes (augmented by the over-the-top 
wig designs of Jacob Christopher Green) and 
Mikey Moran’s sturdy sound design. The show is 
also impressive with a live orchestra led by mu-
sic director Emily Barrett and a very talented 
and large cast of characterful male and female 
performers overseen by director AJ Wright.
 Unfortunately, the Caged Dames script and 

score by David Cerda doesn’t always rise to this 
heightened occasion. Many of Cerda’s charac-
ters are frustratingly only partially realized, and 
the overall plot structure leans more toward a 
series of character sketches and incidents rath-
er than a satisfying story arc centered on the 
new pregnant prisoner Mary Anderson (Eliza-
beth Morgan). Caged Dames also wears out its 
welcome, with many scenes in Act II feeling 
like the end before another meandering scene 
begins.
 Nonetheless, even with a script and score 
that aren’t the tightest, Caged Dames does of-
fer the cast a lot of chances to elicit hearty 
laughs from Cerda’s jokey zingers and oddball 
characters.
 Steve Love, as the incarcerated prostitute 
Trixie, and Mario Mazzetti, as the sarcastic Typ-
ist, offer some impressive performances in the 
period style that the show is spoofing (they 
also look great as dames in drag). Among the 
women portraying women, Sydney Genco and 
Christea Parent respectively have their hard-
boiled dame routines worked out right as the 
criminal Big Lorraine and the prison guard 
Schnitzy.
 Another standout in the show is the com-
bined efforts of Lolly Extract and Amber Marsh 
for their amazing puppeteer work on Loretta, 
the ever-loyal prison rat.
 As usual, there are drag roles for Hell in a 
Handbag stalwarts David Cerda as Warden Hope 
Jenkins and Ed Jones as the sadistic lesbian 
Matron Elsie Emerson, but they don’t stand out 
as much as they’ve done in previous Handbag 
shows.
 With Caged Dames, the scale is certainly 
much larger than usual Hell in a Handbag fare. 
It’s too bad the script wasn’t sharpened to 
match the company’s grander ambitions.

June 11, 2014WINDY CITY TIMES 25

Caged Dames. Photo from Rick aguilar Studios

 The Youth Empowerment Performance Project (YEPP), a 
company dedicated to seeking a safe environment for LGBTQ 
youth experiencing homelessness, is presenting a debut pro-
duction called faces. The show looks at the different faces 
that society and has defined for the ensemble members and 
compares them with how the performers see themselves. In 
Faces, topics like homelessness, HIV stigma, abuse, drug use 
are all addressed. Faces plays three performances only at 7 
p.m. Thursday and Friday, June 12 and 13, and 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 14, at Free Street Theater at Pulaski Park, 1419 
W. Blackhawk St. Tickets are $12; call 800-838-3006 or visit 
www.wesayyepp.com. Photo courtesy of Youth Empowerment 
Performance Project.

SPOTLIGHT

‘Proud at Mary’s’ 
June 13-14
 The Brown Paper Box Co.’s cabaret series 
Proud at Mary’s: A June Cabaret will take 
place at Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. Clark St., on 
June 13-14 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Proud at Mary’s is a mix of pop songs, show 
tunes, personal monologues, and stories 
about being gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, 
questioning and straight.
 The set list is composed of song selections 
from Fiona Apple, Marvin Hamlisch, Carole 
King, Stevie Wonder and Stephen Sondheim, 
among many others.
 Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the 
door; visit www.brownpaperbox.org. 

‘Bingo’ at Skokie 
this summer
 MadKap Productions and Nuns 4 Fun En-
tertainment will present Movie Bingo: Good, 
Bad or Condemned?!, by Vicki Quade, for two 
performances at the Skokie Theatre, 7924 
Lincoln Ave., Skokie. 
 Quade is the co-creator of the comedy Late 
Nite Catechism.
 It will take place Friday, June 13, and Fri-
day, July 11, at 8 p.m. All seats are $30; visit 
SkokieTheatre.org or call 847-677-7761.

Hip-hop/classical 
event at Civic Opera 
June 20-29 

This summer, Red Bull Flying Bach lands in 
Chicago, making its U.S. debut in an exclu-
sive local engagement after three seasons of 
sold-out performances around the world. 

Featuring Berlin-based dance crew The 
Flying Steps, four-time break dance world 
champions, Red Bull Flying Bach combines 
contemporary hip-hop power moves with 
live classical music. “Red Bull Flying Bach” 
runs for six performances at the Civic Opera 
House, 20 N. Wacker Dr., June 20-29.

The 70-minute show features the seven 
break dancers of The Flying Steps along with 
contemporary Swedish dancer Anna Holm-
strom in a series of vignettes.

Tickets, $24-$88, are now on sale at Tick-
etmaster.com and at the Civic Opera House 
box office.

Teatro Luna’s ‘Sex’
through June 14
 Teatro Luna, which advertises itself as the 
country’s only Pan-Latina theater company, 
will begin its residency at Instituto Cer-
vantes of Chicago, 31 W. Ohio St., with the 
production Generation Sex through June 14.
 A press release states that “In Generation 
Sex, Luna bares all without blushing as we 
explore how technology has transformed how 
women see themselves, relate to each other, 
and interact with sex and love.”
 Tickets are $15; visit http://teatroluna.
org/box-office/buy-tickets/ or call 773-819-
5862.

$15 SENIOR & $10 STUDENT/CHILDREN DISCOUNTED TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE DOOR

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT WINDYCITYSINGS.ORG

G E N E R A L  A D M I S S I O N  $ 2 0
1 6 5 0  W. F O S T E R  AV E . ,  C H I C A G O
EBENEZER LUTHERAN CHURCH

5PM & 8PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2014 

PAUL CALDWELL
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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The Case Against 
8; film notes
As seemingly any politically aware person in 
Our Community will tell you, the euphoria of 
election night in November 2008 quickly dis-
sipated with the realization that the anti-gay 
Prop 8 amendment had passed in California, 
nullifying and preventing the marriages of 
same-sex couples throughout the state. It 
seemed that once again when it came to LGBT 
rights, we were taking two steps forward, one 
step back.

Many heeded the ensuing outcry and call for 
activism the following spring as LGBT activists 
and political consultants Chad Griffin and Kris-
tina Schake formed the American Foundation 
for Equal Rights (AFER) specifically to lead a 
legal challenge to overturn Prop 8. In a move 

that outraged and stymied advocates on both 
sides of the issue, AFER hired Ted Olson—the 
high-profile lawyer for former President Bush—
to lead the charge. Olson brought on David 
Boies, his legal opponent in Bush v. Gore, the 
Supreme Court case that resolved the 2000 
election in Bush’s favor. The two lawyers had 
become close friends and were in sync about 
their passion to see the injustices inherent in 
the Prop 8 amendment overturned.

The teaming of Olson and Boies—the arch 
conservative Republican and the liberal Demo-
crat—brought massive media attention to the 
issue (no doubt intended) and intrigued Ben 
Cotner, a film producer who had befriended 
the documentary filmmaker Ryan White. The 
duo had a personal stake in the outcome of 
the legal challenge—both are gay and Califor-
nians—and they decided that there might be 
something worth documenting as the case pro-
gressed. After approaching AFER and winning 
permission to film, they began.

The fruits of their labors—five years’ worth 
of backstage access to the many twists and 
turns that the case took—are recorded in their 
film The Case against 8. The fly-on-the-wall 
aspects and the unprecedented access the duo 
were granted help elevate and enliven what 
has become a very familiar topic. As Olson and 
Boies prepare their case with a battery of assis-
tants, the nuts-and-bolts aspects—the mock 
cross-examinations of the carefully chosen 
plaintiffs, the strategy sessions, the gains and 
losses—are as compelling and entertaining as 
a good episode of Boston Legal.

The movie is also given something that 
Dustin Lance Black’s play 8, which utilizes the 
court transcripts for its dialogue, could only 
hint at: the human element. The two couples 
at the center of the legal challenge—one les-
bian, one gay—embody this elemnt, giving 
the movie its heart and illuminating the lack 
of fairness that was the basis of Prop 8. We 
have read the testimony and seen the inter-
views with Kris Perry and Sandy Stier, the les-
bian moms of four sons, and their counterparts, 
the gay couple Jeff Zarrillo and Paul Katami, 
who wanted their union legalized before hav-
ing kids of their own. But watching the quartet 
in the long years as the case slowly wound its 
way up the ladder puts an all-too-human face 
on the issues at hand. 

There are the expected scenes of Kris and 
Sandy interacting with their teenage sons: car-
pooling, making dinner, attempts at keeping 
the distracted teens involved—quick overviews 
of the relationships of both couples and emo-
tionally difficult interviews with the legal team 
in which their sense of feeling like second-
class citizens is palpable. The personalities of 
the couples, along with members of the legal 
team, become distinctive and, as always, it’s 
the little details—as when Kris haltingly de-
scribes the form letter she and Sandy got put-
ting the status of their marriage in limbo—that 
resonate. By the time the final ruling comes—
which naturally, we know from the outset—the 

element of suspense is pronounced, as is the 
exhilaration as the quartet are raced to their 
respective city halls to legally wed when Prop 
8 is rescinded.

The Case Against 8 is showing exclusively in 
Chicago beginning Friday, June 13, at the Mu-
sic Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., and is 
a must-see. The fight for marriage equality has 
never been more thrillingly recorded than in 
this at turns exciting and deeply moving film. 
http://www.musicboxtheatre.com/features/
case-against-8

film notes:
—Kim Rocco Shields’ three-minute anti-bul-

lying short Love is all you need? has received 
more than 30 million hits, been translated into 
15 languages and has been denounced by con-
servatives (naturally). The film turns the issue 
of gay-bashing around, imagining a world in 
which heterosexual desire is socially repellent 
and a justification for violence. Now Shields 
and her team are endeavoring to expand the 
short into a full-length feature that GLSEN 
(Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network) is 
supporting. To help fund the project, they’ve 
created an IndieGoGo campaign, which contin-
ues until July 2. https://www.indiegogo.com/
projects/love-is-all-you-need--2

 —“Getting old ain’t for sissies,” the oft-
repeated quote from Bette Davis, is especially 
apt for the LGBT elderly, who face not only 
health challenges but discrimination as well. 
Stu Maddux’s excellent 2011 documentary Gen 
Silent—which focuses on the issue, viewed 
through the lives of the six LGBT senior citi-
zens portrayed in the film—is being shown on 
Tuesday, June 17, at 6:45 p.m. at the Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St. A panel discussion 
will follow the screening which is being jointly 
presented by the Center and the Lincoln Park 
Village. http://centeronhalsted.org

—The abominable Crime, Micah Fink’s 2013 
penetrating documentary that debuted in Chi-
cago at last year’s Reeling Film Fest, is now out 
on DVD. Fink’s searing film looks at the vio-
lent homophobia faced by gay Jamaicans who, 
once their sexuality is exposed, must choose 
between flight or remaining in their homeland 
and risking their lives. http://abominablec-
rimefilm.com

—In celebration of a decade as film critic for 
Windy City Times, on Thursday, June 19, I’ll be 
reading and signing copies of my new film re-
view collection The Best of Knight at the Mov-
ies, 2004-2014 at 7 p.m. at Women & Children 
First bookstore, 5233 N. Clark St. Windy City 
Times publisher/editor Tracy Baim will also be 
there, and she will read/sign copies of her lat-
est book, Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the 
White House, about the longtime LGBT activist 
who recently passed away. Owen Keehnen, the 
co-author of the Vernita Gray book, will also be 
present. http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.
com/event/tracy-baim-owen-keehan-and-rich-
ard-knight-jr
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Plaintiffs Jeff Zarrillo and Paul Katami in The Case against 8. Photo courtesy of HBoCULTURE CLUB
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THE WORLD PREMIERE OF 

DAYS  
LIKE TODAY
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY ALAN SCHMUCKLER 
BOOK BY LAURA EASON
INSPIRED BY THE PLAYS OF CHARLES L. MEE 
MUSICAL DIRECTION BY DOUG PECK  
CHOREOGRAPHED BY TOMMY RAPLEY
DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  
MICHAEL HALBERSTAM 

NOW PLAYING
Performed at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe 
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

TICKETS: WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG I 847-242-6000
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By CHaRLSie DeWey

“River See,” the newest work from genderqueer 
playwright Sharon Bridgforth, will debut June 
19-29 at Links Hall, 3111 N. Western Ave. 
 “River See” is set on a juking boat in the 
Mississippi Delta and tells the story of See, a 
young woman about to embark on the Great 
Migration. 
 See is played by actress Sonja Parks, recently 
named “one of the seven artists you must see” 
by American Theater Magazine. 
 “Essentially, ‘River See’ is a series of blues 
stories that are told by one character,” Bridg-
forth told Windy City Times. “In these stories, 
See is telling us about her family history, her 
ancestors, her community and family.”
 Her stories conjure a world of blues women, 
queers, deviants and seers, Bridgforth said.
 Although the work is not autobiographical, 
Bridgforth said she drew from her own history 
and ancestry to create See’s vibrant story.
 “It came from my own bones and blood and 
life experiences,” she said. “I am a child of the 
Great Migration, and I feel as a writer I am 
most interested in using my journey to cel-
ebrate and learn about my own family history 
and ancestors as a way to bring people from 
lots of different backgrounds together.”
 River See also includes queer elements that 
come from Bridgforth’s life experience as well.
 “In the world of all of my pieces queer people 
are healers, people who swirl magic both in the 
juke joint and at the crossroads,” she said. 
 “The queerness is in the bodies of those that 
perform. I am composing the piece live and I 
am definitely queer and identify as queer gen-
dered. The queerness is all in and through the 
world of the piece.”
 A theatrical jazz production, Bridgforth said 
that, in addition to Parks, there are performers 
contributing to the improvisational backdrop.
 “The way the piece becomes jazz, is in the 
performance,” she said. “I developed a series 
of gestures which are requests, communicating 
signals to the singers and dancers that are cast 
members and to the audience. Together we cre-
ate what I call a moving soundscape and that 
is the jazz of it.”
 Bridgforth said the audience will be part of 

the production, but doesn’t want anyone to be 
intimidated out of attending out of fear of be-
ing pulled up on stage.
 “I want audience members to know that we 
are inviting them to participate in the perfor-
mance and what their participation will look 
like will vary,” she explained. “Basically, peo-
ple can choose how they participate. For some 
people that will be by giving us their atten-
tion, by witnessing what is going on, and some 
people may be more active.”
 Bridgforth has been working on “River See” 
for more than two years with Links Hall, whose 
staff and board are executive-producers and 
lead commissioner of the work. 
 She received a 2012 MAP Fund Award and a 
2012 National Performance Network Creation 
Fund Award for the work. 
 “Through these last couple of years of devel-
opment I’ve basically experimented to not only 
develop the text but to figure out how to make 
the piece live,” Bridgforth said.
 “River See” workshop experiments took place 
with artists and community members on 18 dif-
ferent occasions across the country during the 
last two years.
 In addition the Chicago performances, Bridg-
forth has performances coming up later this 
year in Boston and Miami, and said she is hop-
ing to book tours in other cities as well. 
 Bridgforth is a former Chicago resident, hav-
ing lived in the city most recently in 2010-
2012 while serving as a visiting multicultural 
faculty member at the Theater School at DePaul 
University. Bridgforth noted she has been com-
ing to Chicago since the 1990s with different 
productions and she was also born in Chicago. 
 She currently resides in San Francisco and is 
a resident playwright at New Dramatists. She is 
also the Spring 2014 Playwright in Residence 
in the University of Iowa’s Playwrights Pro-
gram.
 Tickets are $10 students and $20 general 
admission. The Thursday, June 19, preview 
takes place at 7 p.m; the June 20-29 friday 
and Saturday performances take place at 7 
p.m.; and the Sunday performance will be 
held at 3 p.m.
 Call 773-281-0824 or visit www.LinksHall.
org.

PERFORMANCE

Genderqueer playwright
talks about Southern work

Sharon Bridgforth. Photo by Vanessa Vargas Jane Lynch to 
emcee Lyric’s 
60th-anniv. concert
 Lyric Opera general director Anthony Freud 
announced that Jane Lynch—the Emmy-win-
ning actress acclaimed for portraying coach 
Sue Sylvester on the hit television series 
Glee—will serve as master of ceremonies for 
Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 60th Anniversary 
Concert, Nov. 1, at 6:30 p.m. at the Civic Op-
era House.

 The Dolton, Illinois, native “cut her theat-
rical teeth at The Second City, Steppenwolf 
Theatre, and in many church basements all 
over the greater Chicagoland area, helping 
her become the comedic talent she is today,” 
as her official bio notes.
 Sir Andrew Davis will lead the Lyric Opera 
Orchestra and Chorus; members of the Ryan 
Opera Center; and a roster including Re-
nee Fleming and jazz legend Ramsey Lewis, 
among others.
 Tickets are available to subscribers from 
$49 at lyricopera.org. Patrons wishing to at-
tend the Diamond Ball that follows the con-
cert should contact the Lyric Women’s Board 
Office at 312-827-5681. For more informa-
tion about the 60th Anniversary Concert, 
visit lyricopera.org/anniversaryconcert.

Black Alphabet Film
Festival July 2-3

The 2nd Annual Black Alphabet Film Festi-
val will take place Wed.-Thursday, July 2-3, 
at the DuSable Museum of African American 
History and Center on Halsted.

Established in 2013 and named precisely 
because of the mouthful naming LGBTQ/SGL 
inclusivity can be, Black Alphabet (BA) is a 
non-profit Chicago-based collective of Black 
sexual and gender minorities committed 
to art, culture and entrepreneurship in the 
“Black alphabet” community.

This year, BA plans to create an even big-
ger and better celebration of storytelling, art 
and community. To achieve this goal, BA is 
asking people to contribute to the crowd-
funding campaign on the website, Indiego-
go.com. Donations will be accepted until May 
9 at http://igg.me/at/baff/x/6792431. 

Tickets will be available for purchase be-
ginning in June.

Jane Lynch. Photo by Jake Bailey

http://www.outatwrigley.com
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By SaRaH ToCe

Diane Anderson-Minshall is no stranger to the 
LGBT literary world. She began her career at in 
1990 at Crescent City Star, a weekly LGBT news-
paper in New Orleans before joining the lesbian 
erotic magazine On Our Backs three years later. 
From there, she co-founded Girlfriends maga-
zine with her partner, Susannah “Suzy” Min-
shall, and helmed popular publications such as 
Curve and The Advocate. Throughout the years, 
she has been at the forefront of the LGBT-rights 
movement.

Suzy co-founded Girlfriends with Diane and 
several friends, and served as the paper’s cir-
culation director, writing articles for several 
years. During this time, Suzy accepted the life-
long realization that he was really a man, and 
everything changed. 

Enter Jacob, an Anderson Cooper-inspired 
individual. What would happen to his work at 
Butch magazine? Would his relationship with 
Diane survive the transition? 

So, what happens when the people writing 
the news become the news? They write a book.

Windy City Times: Why is Queerly Beloved: 
a Love Story across Genders so important at 
this time in our nation’s history? 

Diane Anderson-Minshall: Obviously, this 
was a huge year for marriage equality in this 
country. We’ve got 17 states and jurisdictions 
[that] have legalized same-sex marriage. We’ve 
reached a tipping point for marriage equality 
with the Supreme Court in both DOMA and the 
Edie Windsor case. We’ve seen a moment, just 
as the country did in the 1967 landmark case 
Loving v. Virginia, that overturned bans against 
interracial marriage. Now we’ve reached the 
tipping point on same-sex marriage.

Jacob Anderson-Minshall: Right, and I think 
Queerly Beloved is an expression of that his-
torical moment. As a couple, we were part of 
that historical movement for marriage equal-
ity. We’ve had four or five wedding ceremonies 
at this point and two of them were at least 
partially about our queer activism, because de-
manding our right to marry had become such a 
pivotal political point for our community. 

DAM: We’re talking about our relationship, 
a 23-year marriage, but also our wedding and 
our quest to get that marriage recognized—le-
gally and socially. Each opportunity we’ve had 
to get a sliver of recognition for our relation-
ship. Every domestic partnership registry, every 
“symbolic” wedding, every chance we had, we 
would jump at it, even though someone would 
inevitably come along afterwards and take it 
back, or say it still didn’t give us the legal 
rights of straight couples. 

JAM: Queerly Beloved is coming out at this 
point where we’re seeing just a huge conflu-
ence of people getting the right to have the 
right to choose who to marry [and] who to cre-
ate a family with. So, the memoir is definitely 
timely in that way.

WCT: What are your thoughts about how 
the transgender population might relate to 
the marriage-equality movement?

JAM: Trans people have different issues 
around marriage. For us, my coming out trans 
meant Diane and I could legally wed. I re-
member a Catholic newspaper running a story 
about our wedding saying lesbians would rush 
en masse to use this “loophole” and transition 
just to get marriage rights. But at the same 
time, I think it’s important for people to rec-
ognize that that marriage equality for same-
sex couples makes marriage equality for trans 
people that much closer. 

DAM: I think a lot of people think trans is-

sues are sort of unrelated to lesbian and gay 
issues when first of all there are many lesbian, 
gay and bisexual trans people who are in same-
sex relationships. But there have been a dis-
turbing number of cases where trans individu-
als have married a partner who knew they were 
trans; but when the relationship breaks down 
the other partner claims their legal marriage 
is invalid because their partner is really his or 
her birth gender and they’ve been in an illegal 
same-sex marriage. 

JAM: It’s a case of people using antiquated 
laws for personal gain even though politically, 
socially those very laws not only hurt that 
person and the entire LGBT community. We’re 
still living in a time period when different 
states and municipalities have different laws 
governing how gender is decided. Until that is 
standardized, the truth is a trans person in a 
relationship with a cisgender person of the op-
posite sex can be legally wed as an opposite-
sex couple in one state and then be seen as il-
legally wed in another state if the second state 
outlaws same-sex marriages.

DAM: Trans marriages are still suspect. We’ve 
seen a number of legal cases in which a person 
has been living in their preferred gender for 
decades and is in a legal marriage and yet after 
a divorce or after the death of their partner, 
their rights have been taken away from them 
and they’ve lost their own property in an in-
heritance; lost their own homes and stuff just 
because they were trans. There have been mul-
tiple cases where trans men have lost custody 
of their children after a divorce. This is all to 
say that marriages that involve trans people 
are still on very shaky grounds legally. It’s an 
important thing for us to remind people we 
all need to fight for marriage equality because 
that makes it so marriages with transgender 
people are safe as well.

WCT: Were there second thoughts before 
printing the memoir (i.e., work concerns, 
parents, friends, etc.)? 

JAM: Of course. As for our family and friends; 
we tried to avoid telling other people’s stories. 
This wasn’t the book to talk about our parents’ 
or friends’ lives. So we focused on ourselves, 
but of course there where things we were con-
cerned about including. Still, when we started 
writing, Diane and I agreed to write our whole 
22-year story, warts and all. We tried to be as 
honest and open as possible and ended up with 
way too much material. 

DAM: It’s a funny story because when we 
first got the edits back from our editor Shelley 
Thrasher the first thing she said was, “You’ve 
got a really great news start here, but what 
I need you to do is cut out the first 23 chap-
ters.” Instantly, 23 chapters—and maybe 
80,000 words—were cut from the manuscript. 
When we cut it, it eliminated about the first 16 
years of our marriage. It also cut out our back-
ground—the 22 years before we got together. 
So what it left us with starts maybe six months 
before Jacob comes out as transgender. 

After that initial shock, we realized that the 
cut really allowed us to narrow the focus to 
this time period leading up to and after Suzy 
became Jacob. It was hard, though, because it 
literally cut Suzy out of the book, which I think 
makes it harder for people to understand how 
much I felt I lost when Jacob came out. And 
there’s a part of me that it’s thinking whatever 
greatness I may or may not have its explained 
in those earlier chapters.

WCT: Can you share some of the items cut 
out of the first chapters?

JAM: Yeah, I think the reason we survived 
transition was really in those 23 chapters. 

You know we went through a lot of trials and 
tribulations in the first 16 years. When we first 
moved to San Francisco we were homeless, liv-
ing out of our VW bus. A few years later we 
co-founded the lesbian magazine Girlfriends. 
There was a terrible car accident that ended 
up having a negative, long-term impact on my 
ablebodiedness. 

DAM: And our activism: Act Up, Lesbian 
Avengers, Queer Nation, the dozens of Pride 
parades and marches on Washington. Or the 
sex-positive if slightly-crazy community we 
were part of when we worked at On Our Backs. 
All those positive and negative experiences 
that really explain why we continue to survive 
as a couple.

JAM: But we had to think of that as a little 
like an actor giving their character a backstory. 
It’ll never be told explicitly, you just have to 
weave those backstories in here or there and 
let it inform your performance, or in our case, 
the memoir known as Queerly Beloved.

WCT: Diane, you are an accomplished jour-
nalist and editor. is there any nervousness 
around sharing such intimate details with 
your public?

Diane: For me, that’s an easy question to 
answer. I’m actually just super-transparent. I 
do admit that now that my aunt who helped 
raise me is on Facebook, I’ll occasionally re-
think something that I’m writing; you know, 
imagining how our parents might react if they 
read a particular piece. It’s sort of horrifying 
now that everyone is on Facebook. It makes 
it a lot harder for us who used to be able to 
say whatever the hell we wanted and only our 
friends and fans would read it or see photos 
we’d never show our folks. But I’ve always been 
really transparent as a writer much more than 
Jacob. 

Jacob knew early in our relationship that 
I wrote about everything; up to and includ-
ing our sex life. And I’ve continue to do that 
even as Jacob’s transitioned because it’s led 
to all these complex feelings and emotions for 
me and debates with myself—and with other 
people—about things like identity politics and 
how I define myself. And in Queerly Beloved, 
there are definitely parts where I’m sharing 
something I had never shared with anyone, not 
even Jacob before that moment. 

In Queerly Beloved, I talked about banging 
a dude in New Orleans to get pregnant and it’s 
true, I am terribly embarrassed to have had sex 
for procreation (my first time I had consensual 
sex and didn’t enjoy it) and am embarrassed 
that I had a free pass and choose a dude. But 
there’s something in the book that I was more 
worried about saying out loud. And that was 
that I was faithful, that outside that encounter 
and maybe a kiss from a random stranger in 
a truck stop bathroom (or perhaps that was a 
dream), I had not had sex with anyone besides 
Jacob in 23 years of marriage. I felt like I built 
a persona—the flirty celebrity skirt chaser and 
burlesque dancer on the side—who is sexy and 

sexual and modern and sophisticated and in my 
mind that translated to non-monogamous. But 
I”m just not. In 23 years of marriage, I’ve nev-
er met a celebrity I’d rather fuck than interview 
(because I don’t believe you can ethically do 
both) and I’ve never met a person I’ve wanted 
to have sex with more than Jacob. And yeah, I 
find that oddly embarrassing.

WCT: Please tell us the story about meet-
ing Jacob. Was it love at first sight?

DAM: Ha! I don’t believe in love at first 
sight—I believe in lust at first sight. And, 
oddly enough, it wasn’t even lust at first sight. 
We actually met at the second LGBT pride pa-
rade in Idaho. He’s from southeastern Idaho, 
near Pocatello, which is famous from the Judy 
Garland song and not much else; and I’m from 
southwestern Idaho, which is famous for beau-
tiful valleys and orchards. Our hometowns are, 
like, six hours apart. But for a while there was 
only one Pride [celebration] in the whole state 
of Idaho. We were both there by coincidence, 
each of us having been living different parts of 
the country for many years. We were both like 
at some weird crossroad in our lives. 

We met at pride through a friend of a friend, 
basically, and at the time I didn’t really give 
him much heed. Back then Jacob was still Suzy, 
a little soft butch baby dyke wearing a lesbian 
nation T-shirt and some hideous khaki shorts. 
We were both more interested in marching with 
other people so our introduction was brief and 
we went about our lives. Then, a month or two 
later, Jacob came back to Boise and ended 
up hanging out with a friend of a friend, who 
happened to know me, my friend Jeff and my 
first wife, Tina. The two of them came over our 
house and hung out. He was wearing Shad’s 
clothes and suddenly I was like “Oh my God, 
she’s so hot!” That’s where the lust started. 

We spent that night trading sexual barbs 
back and forth, playing Taboo and you know, 
the kind of games that have a lot of sexual in-
nuendos. We began joking, bragging about our 
sexual conquests, you know comparing every 
notch on our belts. Suzy had said something 
about working his way through the alphabet, 
sleeping with people whose name started with 
one of the letters until he’d gotten all 24. Af-
ter he went back to Pocatello and a suitable 
amount of time had passed I actually sent 
flowers, with a note that offered my help with 
the D or the A. I drove down for Halloween. It 
was our first date and like great U-Haul lesbi-
ans—which we were at the time—we moved in 
together within weeks. That was 23 years ago.

WCT: Jacob, do you identify in a particular 
way? 

JAM: I identify as a queer trans guy. The term 
queer has always resonated with me and it still 
does. The label didn’t change, but the specifics 
did. I used to be a butchy lesbian, now I’m a 
metrosexual trans guy for whom “queer” still 
feels appropriate. Testosterone therapy has al-
tered my sexuality in some ways. Even though 
I sometimes preferred to have my porn star 
an all-male cast, testosterone didn’t turn me 
gay—like some of Diane’s friends warned her 
it might. I do think about sex more often now 
and I find myself more aroused by visual stimu-
lation than I was in the past. 

WCT: How about you, Diane? How do you 
identify?

DAM: Ah, the label question. Lately I’ve been 
saying I’m either a lesbian-identified bisexual 
or bisexual-identified lesbian. I generally like 
queer because it’s a word I started using when 
I was 18 and, like Jacob says, it still fits now. I 
do feel like my orientation in terms of my iden-
tity has been going through a change since 
Jacob began transition. There’s some morphing 
going on, but it’s something that’s not really 
fixed yet, it’s not really resolved. Which is why 
I’ve written about my changing attractions, 
trying to find the right words to explain what 
I feel, and I haven’t really hit on an eloquent 
answer yet. 

Culturally I feel lesbian identified because 
I’ve been part of lesbian community for so 
many decades at this point. And I feel most 
closely identified with and attracted to other 
women. But I also don’t want to hide or be part 
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of bisexual erasure. I think there are still some 
attractions that are almost taboo, even in the 
queer community. 

I was sort of attacked last year for saying 
that since Jacob transitioned I’ve begun to find 
other trans guys attractive. I said I’m attracted 
to women and trans men and many readers felt 
I was saying that trans men weren’t “real” men 
and I was accused of being a “chaser.” I try to 
say this with an ounce of caution: I’ve started 
feeling like I have a sexual orientation that is 
attracted to both women and transgender men. 
The transgender men I’m attracted is in part 
about their maleness not despite their male-
ness. What I do like about some trans men is 
their familiarity with what women go through 
in our society. They were often enculturated 
as women and have seen what it’s like to be 
in a world that still privileges men over wom-
en. Plus, physically, there are just a lot of hot 
transgender men and a lot of hot butches so I 
don’t know what that makes my orientation or 
my identity. And it’s sort of constantly in flux 
right now. 

WCT: Why are labels important in a rela-
tionship, and in a movement? Why are la-
bels detrimental in a relationship, and in a 
movement?

DAM: I’m a huge fan of identity politics. 
When I moved to Los Angeles a few years ago I 
noticed that people were pretty averse to iden-
tity politics. I’ve had more people here tell me 
they don’t want to be labeled then any place 
I’ve ever lived: San Francisco, New York, Port-
land, New Orleans. Southern California is the 
one place where people like to tell me they 
don’t like labels.

Labels are things that we can use to define 
ourselves and also to define who we want to 
be and what kind of world we want to live in. 
Some people like to say “Why can’t we just all 
be people?” and it would be great if we lived 
in a world where we all were equal we all had 
all of our rights. But we don’t live in a utopia. 
Part of the reason why we need to say who we 
are in public is because there are other people 

coming up behind us who are still afraid to do 
so and who may be you know not just bullied 
for being who they are but can be in danger 
from themselves. Suicide is still depressingly 
high among LGBT youth.

JAM: Yeah, unfortunately in human history 
when we didn’t see all the color and diversity 
of specific identities and instead just saw all 
of humanity as people those where the same 
periods where the majority ruled and all people 
were white or had to conform to specific stan-
dards in order to have rights. Identity politics 
started because white men had all the power. 
Women needed to bound together and fight for 
their rights. And when lesbians felt ignored in 
women’s groups, they connected with other 
lesbians and so on. So without identity politics 
we wouldn’t have the civil rights movement or 
women’s right to vote. 

DAM: Another negative is that sometimes 
people box themselves in with their identity. 
They think, “I can’t be gay and have kids,” 
or I can’t work for NASA because I’m Asian 
American, or bisexuals can’t be monogamous, 
or whatever. Labels are important, but I think 
it’s also important for us to push back and con-
stantly expand what those labels mean. 

WCT: Please tell us about the day Jacob 
said, “i think i’m really a man.”

DAM: Actually, I had seen that coming. I 
knew that was coming long before he did. I 
was sort of waiting for it because it’s not some-
thing you can really bring up to somebody and 
say, “Hey dude, it looks like you’re reading a lot 
of books about trans people and you’re saying 
a lot of interesting things about trans people. 
So, are you thinking maybe you might be trans 
instead of a girl?” 

I knew Jacob like the back of my hand at 
this point so I could see the wheels were turn-
ing and I could see all of that being in his 
mind. I’d had some time to—as much as you 
can—prepare for it. I was sort of bracing my-
self, but at the same time sort of hoping maybe 
things would just keep going as they had been 
and maybe this humongous change wasn’t re-

ally going to happen. Jacob is somebody who’s 
spent a lot of time finding himself when we 
were younger and so I really had to see if this 
was another quest to find himself or if this was 
innately, authentically real for him. 

It is such a serious undertaking to come out 
as transgender and then to begin to live your 
life in the gender that you feel you are; so I 
think that very first day I was very supportive 
and action oriented. I said, “We’ll get through 
this.” and that we need him to see a therapist 
immediately. Not that I thought he was crazy 
or anything. It’s just that’s how you have a 
diagnosis of “gender dysphoria” confirmed and 
it’s one of the first steps in a gender transi-
tion. (Of course I had been researching this 
while waiting for the other shoe to drop.) So, 
in those first days after his announcement, I 
clicked into make it work mode. I wasn’t in 
trauma mode or grieving mode that day. There 
were many, many other days that were much 
harder than that day, surprisingly.

WCT: and that led to the transition pe-
riod…

DAM: In one part of Queerly Beloved, Jacob 
talks about becoming a man overnight. There 
was a point where one day he was a woman 
named Suzy and then the next day we were 
calling him Jacob. But there’s a different real-
ity as well, one in which his transition took 
a great deal of time and red tape. There are 
all these legal documents that have to be 
changed, like your driver’s license. You change 
your name and gender in mundane things, like 
getting a new email address and clicking a dif-
ferent box on dozens of websites and writing 
letters to credit bureaus and all of that. He was 
freelancing at the time for Bitch magazine and 
had very supportive and trans-friendly editors 
who immediately adopted his new name. So, 
really in the beginning it moved pretty quickly. 

I think people expected me to put the brakes 
on the whole thing and I was sort of the oppo-
site of that. I mean, I didn’t completely throw 
myself into supporting him. Because—this is 
going to sound terrible when I say it—but I 

have to admit I was uncomfortable with the 
thought of him being between genders and 
him being neither gender or both genders or 
defining himself as gender queer instead of as 
a trans man. I really respect people who can 
push the boundaries of gender and who can 
defy everybody’s need to categorize and label 
their gender. I have a lot of friends who are 
gender nonconforming who don’t use pronouns 
and who defy those categories or visibly em-
body masculinity and femininity at the same 
time. I respect that they do that but I think 
it’s really difficult in our modern world today. 

When he transitioned, Jacob and I were al-
ready in our upper 30s and professionally es-
tablished and had finally gotten to a place 
where reached a level of acceptance from our 
families. And I didn’t want to lose all of that. 
It felt difficult enough constantly explaining 
to people who this person was who used to be 
my wife. I wanted to move through the uncom-
fortable space in between and get to the end 
game, which I thought initially would happen 
quickly. Now that I’m older and better informed 
and it’s been nearly a decade since we started 
down the path, I’ve come to realize that transi-
tioning is not a temporary state of being.

JAM: I was also naïve enough to think that 
you had a “sex change” and you were done. 
I remember reading Testosterone Files by Max 
Wolf Valerio and being really surprised at his 
timeline. It took him years, not months to grow 
facial hair, for example. It’s not I take hor-
mones today and tomorrow I have surgery and 
then boom, I’m done. In fact, I’ve come to see 
transitioning as more of an on-going journey 
or a state of mind. It’s sort of like some of the 
other major life transitions people go through. 
Like parenthood—I imagine you don’t just 
have a baby and become a parent and that’s it.

find out more about Queerly Beloved via 
the book’s website: www.anderson-minshall.
com/queerly-beloved. Purchase Queerly Be-
loved on amazon.com.

Read the entire interview online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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Before dancing onto the Chicago LGBT scene as 
Robbie Phoenix, the real-life Robert Fraga vault-
ed to college success in track & field. He was a 
record-setting athlete, who still holds a school 
record. Openly gay in college, Fraga shared his 
story for the first time with Windy City Times.

By RoSS foRMan

Robert Fraga still stands in the Concordia Uni-
versity record book, thanks to his indoor pole-
vault performance four years ago at the annual 
conference meet of the Northern Athletics Col-
legiate Conference, a group of 12 private NCAA 
Division III colleges and universities from Il-
linois and Wisconsin.

Fraga—then a freshman at Concordia, based 
in suburban River Forest, Illinois—vaulted 
himself 13 feet, nine inches to become the 
indoor conference champion and, in the pro-
cess, claim the indoor conference record and 
Concordia mark.

That was Fraga’s personal best at that time, 
and he has continued to soar high—just not in 
sports anymore.

Fraga, about halfway through that record-
setting freshman season at Concordia, came out 
as gay. Some of his teammates were shocked 
and kind of distant to him after they learned. 
But, by the end of the season, which ultimately 
was his only at Concordia before transferring to 
College of DuPage, “everyone except my work-
out partner came around,” and was accepting 
of his sexual orientation, Fraga said. 

“My workout partner in college for track was 
a little taken back [when he learned I was 
gay]. That was the only relationship that I can 
say I lost. We used to go everywhere togeth-
er and trained together; I wish I would have 
handled that [coming-out] differently, or told 
him sooner.”

Otherwise, Fraga has been fully accepted for 
his orientation—and he’s also encouraged oth-
er family members to come out. He added, “It’s 
a good feeling realizing that they [have] the 
courage because I took the step to come out.”

A multi-sport athlete in high school in Texas, 
Fraga moved to Illinois for college. He played 
soccer and was a member of the track & field 
team at Midway High School in Waco—and 
even got to participate in the prestigious Texas 
Relays, where he also saw the U.S. Track & Field 
team compete, which he said was surreal.

“You see them [compete] at the Olympics, 
and [at the Texas Relays] they were literally 
five feet away from me,” Fraga said. “It was 
a meet that you had to qualify for, so being 
chosen to compete was an honor. Going with 
a select group of athletes from our school was 
awesome and staying in the hotels with all the 
other athletes was so much fun.”

Fraga came out to everyone as a college 
freshman, though he started the process as a 
high school senior. “It took me a while to kind 
of figure things out and to truly accept it,” he 
said. “It was harder and more [of] a struggle 
to come to terms with it considering Texas is a 
very conservative state. I went through a stage 
where I considered myself bisexual, but no one 
knew. People in [high] school would ask and 
always wonder, but I never really admitted it 
in high school. For most people, it was a don’t-
ask-don’t-tell situation. But once I graduated 
and moved to Chicago for school it was truly a 
finding-myself experience. 

“I met a guy who I really liked and could see 
myself being in a relationship with, so I guess 
it just took off from there. I called my mom to 
talk to her about it and she was very accept-
ing. I decided to wait to talk to my dad about 

it when I went home for break. Then I started 
the process to tell my friends.”

Then he changed his relationship status on 
Facebook, “which, in a sense, just eliminated 
me having to tell everyone individually,” Fraga 
said. “However, the important people in my life 
I made sure to have a conversation with, [such 
as], my mother, my best friend, my sister, my 
dad, my step mom, and my grandparents. 

“When I went home to talk with my dad, I 
was relieved by his [reply, which was] ‘If that’s 
the lifestyle that makes you happy, then good 
for you. You’re my son and I love you no matter 
what; I just want you to be happy and safe.’

“That was the [same] reaction I received 
from pretty much all of my family.”

As for his high school teammates, who 
learned of his sexual orientation while he was 
in college, Fraga said they were, believe it or 
not, upset that he didn’t tell them in high 
school—because they did not care, “and they 
just wanted me to be myself around them,” he 
said.

Fraga said his sexual orientation was never 
talked about much at Concordia, a Lutheran 
school in the suburbs, outside of his track & 
field team. But, “there definitely [were] whis-
pers and looks,” though not often, he said.

Fraga spent parts of two years at College of 
DuPage, as a cheerleader, but his academic 
path was sidelined in January 2012, when he 
was in a car accident and fractured his back 

and tore multiple ligaments in his right knee. 
He moved back to Texas for six months to re-
cover and be with family. 

“I plan on going back [to college]; it’s just a 
matter of working out all the details and figure 
out all the pieces. My college experience was 
amazing,” Fraga said. “My parents wanted me 
to go somewhere closer to home, but when I 
came to visit Chicago to visit Concordia I fell 
in love with the city and never looked back. All 
my family is in Texas, so moving here not know-
ing anyone and having to financially support 
myself made me grow up a little faster. When 
I went to College Of DuPage, I had a blast. 
The bond between the [cheerleading] team 
was amazing. Some of the best friends [on the 
cheer team], I will keep for a lifetime. 

“My grades were good. I had 3.35 [GPA] 
when I left. Sports was kind of the motivator 

to get good grades.”
Fraga also while in high school was driven 

by one of the most challenging sporting events 
out there. He was trained for the decathlon.

“We didn’t have the decathlon in high school 
meets, but each athlete was [allowed] a maxi-
mum of five events to participate in—and I 
always did five. My coaches in high school said 
[decathlon] would be a good fit for me and 
that it would position me well for interest from 
colleges.

“In college [decathlon training] took a lot 
of hours. Not only was I working out during 
practice, but also on those days we didn’t have 
practice. Or I’d have to work out in the morning 
and another work out [session] in the evening. 
Each day I did all my running training, and the 
different field events throughout the week. My 
favorite was definitely pole vault. I had about 
five different poles and they each were cus-
tomized with different colored tape—purple, 
yellow, black, blue, and rainbow. 

“If they didn’t know I was gay before, they 
had the hunch,” after seeing the rainbow pole, 
he said, laughing.

under Chicago’s rainbow
Now 23, Fraga lives in Chicago’s Uptown 

neighborhood. He’s known to many as Robbie, 
or his stage name, Robbie Phoenix. A retail 
sales associate for T-Mobile, he also is a local 
go-go dancer.

He’s been dancing since he was 21.
“I always loved to dance,” said Fraga, who 

first learned to dance to Latin music. “My moth-
er was the one who taught me how to dance, 
and then it just took on a mind of its own. I 
used to dance [several days per week, but] wow 
I dance maybe once or twice a month.”

He also helps teach a workout class at World 
Gym in Uptown, mixing hip hop with fast 
movements for a sculpted torso.

“Dancing for me is such a relief; [it helps 
me] get in my own little world,” Fraga said. 
“I’ve danced at Circuit, Hydrate, Mini Bar, and 
the old Cocktail, plus. Talbott Street Nightclub 
in Indianapolis and LaCage Niteclub in Milwau-
kee, and more.”

Ironically, Fraga admitted he was nervous, or 
at least hesitant, to dance for the first time at 
a bar. “But I talked with my mom about it, and 
she was all for it,” he said.

And working in nothing more than under-
wear, and a pair of high-top shoes, is a bonus, 
he said. “If I could, I would wear underwear 
only every day. I think underwear fashion is 
great; I have spent way too much money on 
underwear. I have an entire closet for my dance 

stuff. Underwear, hats, high tops, arm bands, 
all the accessories.”

Fraga said the biggest tip he’s ever received 
while dancing was a $100 bill during Latino 
Pride at the Green Dolphin. The most one per-
son has given him on stage in one night is 
$250, while dancing at Cocktail.

“You will never catch me go-go dancing with-
out a hat or a bandana around my head. High 
tops and boots should be every dancer’s choice 
of shoes,” he said. “I like wearing bright col-
ors because of my skin tone, but I find myself 
wearing more white than anything else. And 
any underwear that can show off my butt is 
good in my book. I like harnesses as well.”

Dancing as Robbie Phoenix, he is a finalist 
for the 2014 Bud Boyz contest.

“I am really excited to be a finalist. Repre-
senting a brand is definitely something that 
has been a goal in life for me,” he said.

More Robert fraga:
—Favorite pro sports team: Texas Rangers
—Favorite pro sports athlete: Ivan “Pudge” 

Rodriguez
—On Michael Sam getting drafted by the St. 

Louis Rams: “I think it is a good thing to have 
an open gay player in any sport. As far as the 
[much publicized draft-day] kiss [with his boy-
friend], I’m very impartial about that. I feel 
like it was very staged and not genuine, but 
that’s just my opinion. I love the fact that they 
are in love, just the setup of the scene was 
very staged.”

—On CMSA: He is playing his second season 
in the Open Sunday Softball league. He is a 
second baseman and his team’s leadoff hitter.

—Hobbies: Sports and movies
—Shoes: “I am a high-top fanatic.”
—Ethnicity: Is half-Mexican, half-Czech
—Overcoming obstacles: “There are two ob-

stacles that have definitely impacted me today. 
The first was in December, 2011, when my mom 
passed away. She was my best friend, the one 
person I could talk to without any pre-judg-
ment. We talked every day. Also, my 2012 car 
accident; I still have two rods and four screws 
in my back from that. That [accident] has made 
me very determined.”

—On Robert Fraga: “I’m a fun, go-with-the-
flow, spontaneous person. My mom instilled 
that in me, and no matter how bad and dark 
things can get, there’s always a silver lining. I 
think that’s one of my strongest assets. There’s 
always some sort of positive, no matter how 
bad things are. I love to have fun, smile and 
laugh. Laughing is the best ab workout you 
could do.”

Robert fraga. Photos courtesy of fraga

Out as a college
athlete, Chicagoan
still holds record



By JeRRy nunn

Acclaimed singer Karen Mason is waving the 
flag for Pride month in Chicago this June. Her 
concert, titled “The Secrets of the Ancient 
Divas,” weaves cover songs from Barbra Strei-
sand, Eydie Gorme, Bette Midler and Doris Day 
all together, then includes her new song “It’s 
About Time,” an anthem for marriage equality.

Mason brings her Broadway background to 
the Windy City, with notable roles in Hairspray, 
Mamma Mia! and Sunset Boulevard.

We phoned the talented songstress to hear 
more about her upcoming visit.

Windy City Times: Hi, Karen. Where in the 
world are you calling from?

Karen Mason: It has been a couple of busy 
weeks. [Laughs] I’m at home packing to go to 
Bermuda. I am working on a cruise called Ce-
lebrity Summit through 54 Below, who is doing 
the cruise. This is my week to go and it’s really 
a tough job; I have to do two whole shows in 
one night—not bad!

I just got back from Philly yesterday. Many 
years ago I had a vocal problem so I went to 
Philadelphia for rehabilitation and the organi-
zation of my doctor had their gala last night 
called The Voice Foundation. They were honor-
ing Bootsy Collins, Roberta Flack and Denyce 
Graves. They are, across the board, quite dif-
ferent. I was the entertainment at the end of 
the evening after everyone had gotten their 
awards. It wasn’t a very big room but I looked 
out and saw Bootsy who was head to toe cov-
ered in sequins. I told him that he played on 
one of my favorite James Brown cuts!

WCT: Did you always love musicals grow-
ing up?

KM: I have always loved music. My parents 
took us to see all kinds of shows growing up. 
Part of my childhood was in St. Louis. My par-
ents always valued the arts. My mom was be-
ing groomed to be a concert pianist. She loved 
music but not the performance part of it so just 
kept music in her life.

We went to the opera when we were young 
and the music imprinted on me. I saw Around 
the World in 80 Days along with all kinds of 
wonderful things that made me want that 
magic.

WCT: you spend a good amount of time in 
Chicago?

KM: I do. My family is there. It is a great way 
for me to work and get a chance to visit the 
family. I love the city of Chicago. I am always 
looking for a chance to come back and perform 
there.

WCT: i read you went to school here.
KM: After St. Louis my parents moved to Chi-

cago. I went to Sacred Heart of Mary in Rolling 
Meadows and University of Illinois at Chicago 
Circle.

I met Brian Lasser in Chicago and we worked 
together for many years. We were working at 
a place called Lawrence of Oregano, a Lettuce 
Entertain You restaurant. It changed my life 
and we moved to New York. It gave us a chance 
to work five nights a week doing nightclubs, 
and concerts. We worked a gay bar called La 
Pub that had a half-price night. There was a 
cabaret bar in the back where Brian had worked 
with a couple of other people. He asked if he 
could bring me there to perform. We were not 

paid but it didn’t matter. That is where we 
honed our skills.

WCT: you were like Bette Midler singing in 
the bathhouses!

KM: Just no men in towels—at least as far 
as I knew.

WCT: How great, after all of these years, 
for your song “it’s about Time” to pay back 
marriage equality?

KM: It is fantastic. I just hope more people 
use it. It needs to be out there. It is so great 
the states that have gotten smart about mar-

riage equality to the point where we should 
have been years ago. It takes as long as it 
takes I guess.

I sang for some friends of ours right after 
New York passed the marriage-equality bill. I 
wanted a song so had my husband Paul and 
Shelly Markham write it. He has a hook in his 
head and I was just blown away when I heard 
it. It is what it should be. I would like to add 
the word to it as I always say, “It’s About Fuck-
ing Time!” But you know that doesn’t sing as 
well...

WCT: it would be censored.
KM: That’s right. [Laughs] I am so proud of 

that song. I will sing it for anyone anywhere.
WCT: i just need to find a husband and you 

can come sing it for me.
KM: You betcha! I tell people this song is 

turning me into a wedding singer.
WCT: Tell people about the show “The Se-

crets of the ancient Divas.”
KM: I was supposed to do a Broadway show 

called Rebecca based on a Daphne du Maurier 
book. It is dark and wonderful. It didn’t hap-
pen so I was left with time to find work. I was 
asked to sing Judy Garland songs with the Long 
Beach Orchestra. I was able to sing all of the 
songs I grew up with.

A lot of great divas have influenced me over 
the years so I put them together for this show: 
Shirley Bassey, Judy Garland, Barbra Streisand, 
Peggy Lee and Doris Day. These are their sig-
nature songs that I put my imprint on it. With 
“Goldfinger,” we made it into a Mayan chant.

It is so much fun and we have had a ball do-
ing this show. We just did it in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. People went crazy.

We do songs like “The Man That Got Away,” 
“The Way We Were” and a great arrangement of 
“Chicago.”

WCT: Sounds perfect for our town.
KM: Since I am the diva holding the micro-

phone, I sing “It’s About Time.” I get to do the 
song that was written for me. It couldn’t be 
better timing with Gay Pride. I have been very 
lucky with the people I have worked with and 
the gay people that have given me incredible 
joy. It is an honor to make a statement with 
“It’s About Time.”

WCT: Tell me one secret about Liza Min-
nelli, since you worked with her.

KM: No secrets about her but what I learned 
from her is that it is okay to reveal the showi-
ness of performing. She’s a great showman, like 
her mom, but I think Liza [is even better]. She 

gives everything she has. It’s okay to do that 
and not be contained all of the time.

WCT: Kick a leg up and go!
KM: That’s right. Give everything you can and 

hope for the best. It takes a lot of energy to do 
that. She’s very generous as a performer. She 
came to see And the World Goes ‘Round when 
we were doing that in New York. She was very 
nice to the cast when we were standing there 
slack-jawed because we were meeting Liza Min-
nelli!

We do her song “Colored Lights” in this Dav-
enport’s show. If you are going to steal, steal 
from the best!
 Mason channels the divas at Davenport’s, 
1383 n. Milwaukee ave., June 19-21 and 28-
30. There is a $35 charge, with a two-drink 
minimum. Tickets are available at www.dav-
enportspianopbar.com and 773-278-1830.
 More on Mason can be found at karenma-
son.com.
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NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Karen Mason bringing
‘Divas’ to Chicago

Karen Mason.

WCPA’s ‘Just Love’ 
June 21

Windy City Performing Arts (Windy City Gay 
Chorus and Aria Women’s Chorus) will per-
form the “Just Love” Pride concert Saturday, 
June 21, at Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 1650 
W. Foster Ave., at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.

General-admission tickets ($20) are avail-
able online at windycitysings.org or http://
wcpapride.brownpapertickets.com, and at 
the door. 

Discounted tickets for seniors ($15), or 
students and children ($10) will be available 
only at the door.

CELEBRATE PRIDE
WITH THE SKY

VS.

SEASON RUNS 
MAY - AUGUST 
@ ALLSTATE ARENA

866.SKY.WNBA
CHICAGOSKY.NET

JUNE 22
SUNDAY @ 12:00PM

TICKETS START 
AS LOW AS $17

http://www.chicagosky.net
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SEMI-FINALS
VOTING GUIDE
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ClEANING SERVICES
CHeSTnuT CLeaninG SeRViCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

COUNSElING

DECK ClEANING
CeDaR PRo, Deck cleaning, staining , and restoration. 
Protect your wood, keep it hard. Complete preparation, 
oil stain, beautiful finish. Call for a free estimate. 
847-414-3422 (6/4/14-13)

HElp WANtED
BuS DRiVeRS WanTeD aSaP MV Transportation, Inc. 
is hosting a JOB FAIR and is conducting on the spot 
interviews for drivers. If you like having the freedom 
behind the wheel and enjoy helping others this 
is the job for you!! We want to hire 20 drivers this 
week - do not delay, we are hiring motivated people 
immediately. ***$100 SIGN-ON BONUS PAID TO ALL 
NEW HIRES AFTER 30 DAYS EMPLOYMENT!*** Our bus 
drivers service the City of Chicago and surrounding 
communities. We pay $12.50/hour for weekdays and 
$13.00/hour weekends. There is DAILY TAKE HOME 
PAY TOO!!! All passenger fares that you collect you 
keep - you take the money home with you each night. 
We offer medical, dental and vision insurance, a 401k 
plan, paid sick time, paid vacation time and provide 

YEAR ‘ROUND WORK!! This job starts immediately. A 
class “C” CDL with passenger endorsement is requried 
for this job but we provide the training for you to 
obtain a CDL if you do not already have one. Must be 
21+. Apply in person at: MV Transportation, Inc. 6230 
W. Gross Point Road Niles, IL 60714 773-467-2455 We 
are easily accessible by the PACE 290 bus and the CTA 
85A bus. We want to put you to work!! Come in and 
apply today!!  (6/11/14-4)

HOME IMpROVEMENt
MaKe youR HoMe LooK faBuLouS!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

Gay oWneD anD oPeRaTeD foR oVeR 35 yeaRS - 
carpet, tile, wood flooring, window treatments, gran-
ite/stone countertops, complete remodeling services, 
custom backsplash and shower tile designs - free 
estimates and design consultation - see our ad in 
“Connexions” - serving all of Chicago and Suburbs - 
HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.hombyrayandson.com, 
john@hombyrayandson.com (2/11/15-am)

MASSAGE
fiRST-CLaSS aSian MaLe MaSSeuR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (12/3/14-26)

lEGAl SERVICES

MOVING SERVICES
youR Man WiTH no Van. Labor moving service to 
help customers with loading/unloading trucks, inter-
nal moving,etc. All moving related services available. 
www.24-7movers.net (6/18/14-2)

pERSONAl tRAINER
PeRSonaL TRaineR. Personalized exercise programs 
with both in-home and in-gym options available. 
Fully certified and insured. Nutrition guidance al-
ways included. Contact me today for more details! 
217-622-7076/sam.personal.training@gmail.com 
(7/23/14-8)

SKIN CARE SERVICES
MaLe eSTHeTiCian aT ReViVe Male esthetician now 
at Revive Massage Therapy and Spa My full list of ser-
vices offered & my availability online www.revivemas-
sagechicago.com -Facials -Back Facials -Microderm 
-Chemical Peels -Head to toe Waxing (Male Brazilian) 
-Male Body Grooming *Save 10% off any skin care 
service over $50 by Joe Carlson* (5/28/14-1)

SpIRItUAlItY

WEDDING SERVICES

affiRMaTiVe CeReMonieS. Officiating LGBT unions 
for over 20 years Beautiful, personalized,legal wed-
ding ceremonies. Traditional and non-traditional . In-
terfaith minister Rev. Joette Waters Special rates for 
Pride Month www.affirmativeceremonies.com 773-
592-2247 (8/6/14-4)

WINDOW tREAtMENtS
WonDeRinG WHaT To Do WiTH THoSe WinDoWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (6/4/14-13)

Gay oWneD anD oPeRaTeD foR oVeR 35 yeaRS - 
certified Hunter Douglas© priority dealer, custom 
window treatments, free estimates and design 
consultation - see our ad in “Connexions” - serving all 
of Chicago and Suburbs - HoM, 847-541-4848,  www.
hombyrayandson.com, john@hombyrayandson.com 
(2/11/15-am)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

Field Organizer
$12.25/Hour 

O R G A N I Z I N G

JOBS

A P P LY  N OW
3 1 2 . 6 2 0 . 0 6 6 9

$15.00/Hour
After 90 Days 

FIGHT TO RAISE THE MIN. WAGE!

OAK PARK HOUSE FOR SALE 
2 SToRy, 3 BeDRooM HouSe in Gay-fRienDLy oaK 
PaRK. Wood-burning fireplace, art glass windows, fin-
ished basement, deck, balcony, lush garden. $349,800. 
Contact John Spillane at ReMax in the Village, 708-
434-2180 / johnspillane@remax.net. (6/11/14-1)

RELOCATION / MOVING
ReLoCaTion / MoVinG?  FREE Relocation Kit + FREE 
Buyers Representation! On-line: WWW.GAYREALESTATE.
COM or Toll Free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). no Cost or 
obligation to be Represented by the nation’s Top 
Gay & Lesbian Realtors. (8/6/14-26)

VACATION RENTAL
 SauGaTuCK GeT aWay - Charming house in Douglas, 
MI walking distance to all restaurants and bars. Ev-
erything you need and more for only $1200.00 per 
week. We also will do vacation swaps for a week stay 
in Florida (Naples). Call or text R. Scott for more 
info. 248-770-8494 (5/28/14-2)

REAL ESTATE

By MeGHan STReiT

A meal at Packing House, the latest addition 
to the West Loop’s Randolph dining district, is 
kind of like a visit to a quirky children’s club-
house—complete cartoons displayed on TV 
screens, a dessert that tastes remarkably like 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich and a drink 
that tastes like a melted Bomb Pop. But, a 
generous shot of Grey Goose in that cocktail, 
called the Pear Bear, lets you know this swanky 
clubhouse is definitely for adults. 
 More subdued décor—like sleek brown up-
holstery on booths and chairs and subway tiles 
behind the bar—lends some sophistication to 
balance the more youthful elements. There’s 
also a spacious patio that will be an ideal spot 
for summer afternoon happy hours and al fres-
co dinners on warm evenings.
 You can begin your meal with a selection of 

cheeses and charcuterie, or one of several fresh 
ceviches and crudos made with fish like hali-
but, snapper and escolar. Or, order up a pan of 
Parker House rolls with dill butter. The rolls are 
served fresh and hot and in a miniature cast 
iron pan. The dill butter is actually more of an 
oil, but the fresh herbs pair well with the warm 
bread.
 I really enjoyed the burrata salad. The 
creamy cheese is nestled beneath a scoop of 
green chickpeas that add a little crunch to the 
dish and tender morel mushrooms that lend an 
earthy sweetness. The larger dishes include a 
selection of pizzas and an array of meat and 
fish dishes. The entrées all begin with a famil-
iar concept—spaghetti or cheeseburger, for ex-
ample—but flavorful and high-quality ingredi-
ents like aged cheddar, black truffles, preserved 
lemon and braised artichokes save the dishes 
from feeling ordinary.
 The crab spaghettini is a lovely option for an 
early summer dinner. It’s almost like a  light-
er and more upscale version of macaroni and 
cheese. Preserved lemon combined with Parme-
san cheese forms a light cream sauce. There’s 
lots of tender shredded crabmeat and fresh 
chives add a bright note to the pasta. 
 The pizzas are also definitely worth a try. The 
crust is on the thicker side, doughy on the in-
side with a crispy top layer. Prosciutto, fig and 

truffle arugula make for a winning combina-
tion of pizza toppings. The sweet figs and thin 
slices of savory prosciutto are baked into the 
melted parmesan cheese and a generous help-
ing of arugula, flavored richly with truffle oil, 
is sprinkled on top.
 Dessert at Packing House is just as playful 
as the décor. House made gelatos can be or-
dered with an espresso to make an affogato, 
which ends up tasting like a rich adult version 
of an ice cream sundae. The salted caramel 
gelato makes a delicious affogato that tastes 
like a caramel latte when the gelato melts into 
the coffee. Also delicious and surprising is a 
light chocolate cake stuffed with a fluffy pea-
nut butter filling. The cake is soft and bready, 
with only a hint of chocolate. On the plate are 
some lightly mashed blackberries. When eaten 
altogether with the peanut butter filling, it has 
both the taste and consistency of a really good 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich. I found the 
dessert delightful and it was a pleasant ending 
to a really satisfying meal.
 Packing House is at 1113 W. Randolph St.; 
call 312-929-4787 or visit www.packing-
housechicago.com.
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? follow me on Twitter @Sugarand-
SpiceMS for inside scoop and commentary 
on Chicago’s dining scene.

packing House 

WEEkLY DINING GuIDE IN theDISH

Hamachi at Packing House. Press photo

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!
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Available May 2014
at Women & Children First Bookstore, Chicago
Also on Amazon (B&W & Color Editions), and Kindle

THEFIGHT
by Kate Sosin
with Tracy Baim

FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY
IN THE LAND OF LINCOLN

A WINDY CITY TIMES PUBLICATION

Featuring poetry by 
Vernita Gray, C.C. Carter, 
Shantell Steve and  
Yvonne Zipter

by Tracy Baim and  
Owen Keehnen

From Woodstock to the White House

VERNITA GRAY
From Woodstock to the White House

   Vernita Gray lived through some of the  
country’s most riveting civil-rights dramas, 
as an African-American girl from the South  
Side of Chicago. She came out as a lesbian  
soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock  
concert, where she heard about the uprising  
at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City.  
Her fight for lesbian equality, and the rights  
of the entire LGBTQ community, would  
be her passion for the remaining decades  
of her life.   

   She was also a poet and a writer, a key 
player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, 
and a lesbian separatist during the 
1970s. In the 1980s, she opened her own  
restaurant, and in the early 1990s, she began  
an 18–year career with the Cook County 
state’s attorney’s office. Along the way, she 
also managed to have a lot of fun. 

   Her visits to the White House brought tears to her eyes. She never thought 
she would see an African-American president, especially from her hometown 
of Chicago. A few months after attending the Obama selection at the  
Democratic National Convention in Denver, she attended his inauguration 
and related parties in D.C. She first went to the White House for a June  
2009 Pride reception. 

   Vernita’s struggle with cancer would soon take a turn for the worse, and in 
her final years, her passion was used to fight for at-risk LGBTQ youth as well 
as marriage equality in Illinois.

   In this new book by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen, friends, partners and 
family share their memories of Vernita. Primarily written before Vernita’s death 
in March 2014, the book also includes extensive interviews with Vernita, and 
her own poetry.

   Vernita loved long and deeply, she worked  
against racism, sexism and homophobia, and  
she did it all with a smile, dancing her way to 
victory on her last lap.
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VERNITA GRAY: From Woodstock to the White House

ISBN-13: 978-1-4993-8888-6 
ISBN-10: 1-4993-8888-8  $25.00 U.S. 

Vernita Gray with Michal Brody, 
circa 1979 in front of Frank’s bar.

Courtesy of Brody

Vernita Gray: From Woodstock to the White House
by Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen

Vernita Gray lived through some of the country’s most riveting civil-rights dra-
mas, as an African American girl from the South Side of Chicago. She came 
out as a lesbian soon after attending the 1969 Woodstock concert, where she 
heard about the uprising at the Stonewall gay bar in New York City. Her fight 
for lesbian equality, and the rights of the entire LGBTQ community, would be 
her passion for the remaining decades of her life. She was also a poet and a 
writer, a key player in Chicago’s gay liberation movement, and a lesbian sepa-
ratist during the 1970s. She lost her long battle with cancer just months after 

becoming one-half of the first same-sex couple 
to legally marry in Illinois. Hear a bit about her 
life from the authors of this new book.

The Best of Knight at the Movies 
by Richard Knight, Jr.

Windy City Times is marking the 10th anniversary of Richard Knight, Jr. as 
film critic for the paper with the publication of The Best of Knight at the 
Movies, a collection of Knight’s movie reviews from 2004-2014. Written 
from Knight’s queer perspective, the book includes more than 150 film 
reviews and essays. Gay icon Bruce Vilanch has said about the collection, 
“If Fred Phelps were alive he’d picket this book!” The book will be released 
in mid-June, just over a decade after Knight joined the paper, and Knight 
will be at the store to read from and sign copies of his book.

“If Fred Phelps were alive,  
he’d picket this book!”

                Bruce Vilanch

Richard Knight, Jr.
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THE BEST OF

Excerpts from The Best of Knight at the Movies 2004–2014:

August Osage County
New Hollywood motto:  

Never act with kids, dogs or Streep –  
when she’s in Mommie Dearest mode, that is.

Sex in the City
The reunion is fun but the movie eventually 

totters on its expensive Manolo Blahnik’s.  
Fleet of foot it’s not.

Le Miserables
Ironically, the grandly scaled Les Miz may be the 

first epic-sized musical that leaves one feeling 
claustrophobic.

The Help
It held me in its firm but phony grasp but then  
I am powerless to resist southern fried hokum.

The Kids Are All Right
One of those small cinematic miracles that 

audiences hope and pray for. That it makes a 
powerful argument in favor of LGBT families 
without breaking a sweat in the process is a 

wonderful bonus.

Albert Nobbs
The close mouthed Albert is a psychological 
cousin to Heath Ledger’s Ennis in Brokeback 
Mountain and Glenn Close’s work is no less 

sensational.

Gravity
It’s that rare movie that can truly be called  

a cinematic experience – a breathtaking one.

The Golden Compass 
The bears are named Iorek Byrnison and Ragnar 

Sturlusson, Lyra’s familiar Pantalaimon, the 
witch queen Serafina Pekkala, and your friendly 

movie reviewer Confusion Reigns.

Bruno
An enormous schwanstucker of a comedy. Sign 

me up girlfriend. Two snaps. Way up!

Star Wars III: Revenge of the Sith
With nothing better to do I started thinking 

about the longest gay relationship in cinematic 
history: the one between C-3PO and R2-D2.

Those are just a few highlights from the more than 150 film reviews and essays contained in The Best of 
Knight at the Movies 2004-2014, Richard Knight, Jr.’s latest collection of film criticism. For ten years Knight 
has been the film critic for Windy City Times, Chicago’s premiere LGBT newspaper. Heeding the clarion 
call issued by the late film critic and historian Robin Wood in his renowned essay “Responsibilities of a Gay 
Film Critic,” Knight reviews movies from a queer perspective. And though Knight writes inherently from 
the viewpoint of a gay film critic, his passionate, knowledgeable dissection of movies from every genre will 
be welcoming to film enthusiasts of every stripe.

Richard Knight, Jr. has been the film critic for Windy City Times since May 
of 2004. He is a frequent contributor to the movie section of the Chicago 
Tribune and has written for the Los Angeles Times, the Chicago Reader  
and New City. He is the author of three previous collections of film reviews. 
In 2009 he formed the Queer Film Society, a small non-profit comprised of 
openly queer film critics, academics and film historians. The mission of the 
QFS is to support queer cinema whenever possible. In 2012 he co-wrote,  
co-directed and co-produced Scrooge & Marley, a modern day, gay variation 
on “A Christmas Carol.” In 2013 he was the Programming Director for 
Reeling: The Chicago LGBT International Film Festival. Knight is a member 
of the Gay & Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association and the Chicago 
Film Critics Association. www.knightatthemovies.com

Cover realization by Tod Tatsui
KATM logo by Steven Gruhn
Richard Knight, Jr. photo by Hal Baim

2004–2014
Film Criticism from  

a Queer Perspective

The Fight for Marriage Equality in the Land of Lincoln
by Kate Sosin and Tracy Baim

Windy City Times reporter Kate Sosin and publisher Tracy Baim take an in-
depth look at the push for marriage rights in Illinois. The complicated route to 
equality required money, political clout and a lot of activism to push it over the 
finish line. Sosin, now a reporter in Boston, will not be at the signing.

3LGBTBOOKS
for Pride Month
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BOOK SiGninG: THu., JunE 19, 7 PM
WOMEn anD CHiLDREn FiRST BOOKSTORE
5233 n. CLaRK ST.

The best of Midsommarfest
Sunny images of andersonville Midsommarfest, Sat., June 7, and Sun., June 8. Photos by Jerry nunn. 
More photos online at www.windycitymediagroup.com



Wed., June 11
Hillary Clinton She talks about her mem-

oir Hard Choices, about crises, choice 
and challenges she faced as secretary of 
state and how those choices drive her 
view of the future. Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
will then interview Clinton in a Q&A ses-
sion. $50 tickets include a signed copy 
of Hard Choices. Chicago Ideas will host. 
tickets@chicagoideas.com.  9:00am - 
10:00am   Harris Theater for Music and 
Dance  205 E Randolph St., 312-906-7419  
Tickets: https://www.chicagoideas.com/
events/321 

Paul Lutter Memorial Chicago attorney and 
activist Paul Lutter, 68, passed away May 
4 following complications from surgery.  
4:00pm   Chicago Cultural Center  78 E. 
Washington St.  http://www.windycity-
mediagroup.com/lgbt/Attorney-activist-
Paul-Lutter-dies/47342.html

national anthem Singing Contest Your 
last chance to compete to make it to the 
semi-finals to sing the National Anthem 
for Gay Day at Wrigley Field. Arrive by 
8:30 to sign up, contest starts at 9. First 
round is song of choice, second round 
will be the National Anthem. There will 
be a karaoke machine to pick your first 
round song. Multiple people can advance 
straight to semi-finals  5:00pm   Roscoe’s 
Tavern  3356 N Halsted St  http://www.
roscoes.com

Trans Latina Meet & Greet Members and 
friends of the TransLatin@Coalition  
6:00pm - 8:00pm   Cultura, 1900 S Carpen-
ter St, Chicago  https://www.facebook.
com/events/1427367424196204/

Chicago ideas Week Conversation: Give 
and Take: Lessons for Life and Work 
with adam Grant Adam Grant—the 
youngest full-and highest rated-professor 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Whar-
ton School of Business and best-selling 
author of Give and Take—takes the Chica-
go Ideas Week stage to explain how better 
business and life decisions come from put-
ting others first.  6:30pm - 7:30pm   Owen 
Theater, 170 N Dearborn, St, https://www.
chicagoideas.com/events/320

Thursday, June 12 
Veterans’ Pride event Table in the “F-Lob-

by” with a display featuring the changes 
that have occurred over the past several 
years for LGBT service members and Vet-
erans. Screening of the documentary “The 
Camouflage Closet” 12pm. Information 

from: Mandi Evanson Mandi.Evanson@
va.gov.   10:00am - 2:00pm   Hines Veter-
ans Administration Hospital 

Couch Talk Speaker program about HIV. 
Registration: 6:00 pm. Program start: 6:30 
pm. Parking available. RSVP by calling 
1-855-653-7430. Walk-ins are welcome 
but registration is encouraged.  6:30pm   
The Westin Michigan Ave., 909 N. Michi-
gan Ave., Chicago

Parents of Transgender individuals For 
decades, PFLAG has been proud to be a 
resource for transgender and gender non-
conforming people, their families, and 
friends. For more info: parentsoftransgen-
der@pflagillinois.org  7:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://commu-
nity.pflag.org/transgender

faces Stories of LGBTQ street-based youth 
will be performed live, different faces 
that society and systems have defined for 
the ensemble members versus the differ-
ent faces they strive to build and pres-
ent for themselves. $12 online or $15 
at the door. Video www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4wxTyxdUi4g .  7:00pm   Free 
Street Theatre, 1419 W. Blackhawk St., 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/804451296232459/  Tickets: 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/705595

Second City Tennis Classic 2014 Draw Par-
ty Pick up your tournament bags, shirts 
and share a drink with friends. Replay 
is providing light appetizers and offer-
ing drink specials to our players. Second 
City Tennis (SCT) organizes tennis and re-
lated social activities serving the gay and 
lesbian community of Chicago. Also see 
tournament related listings June 12-15.  
7:00pm - 9:00pm   Replay Beer & Bourbon  
3439 N Halsted St  http://http://www.
secondcitytennis.com

 
Friday, June 13
Second City Tennis Classic Second City Ten-

nis (SCT) organizes tennis and related so-
cial activities serving the gay and lesbian 
community of Chicago. Also see tourna-
ment related listings June 12-15.  8:00am   
Indoor and outdoor courts, Northwestern 
University, Evanston  http://http://www.
secondcitytennis.com

LGBTi Solidarity in africa Weekend Free 
symposium on “Theological Resources 
for LGBTI Liberation,” with South Af-
rican activists Judith Kotze and Ingrid 
Schoonraad from Inclusive & Affirming 

Ministries exploring intersections of North 
American liberation theology and South 
African post-apartheid theology as they 
relate to the liberation for LGBTI people. 
See site for more Chicago events.  2:00pm 
- 4:00pm   Broadway United Methodist 
Church  3338 N Broadway  http://chica-
gowelcomingchurches.org

LGBTQia Pride Month Gender and Sexu-
ality Tour Bring Chicago history out of 
the closet with a tour of Hull-House and 
explore early 20th century stories of gen-
der non-conformity, diverse definitions 
of family, and fierce self-expression. Was 
Jane Addams a lesbian? We’ll contemplate 
this commonly asked question that lacks a 
simple answer.  3:00pm - 4:00pm   Jane 
Addams Hull House Museum  800 S. Halst-
ed St.  http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull

Team fred fundraiser Team fred- Ride For 
AIDS Chicago needs your support. Join 
them as they raise funds for TPAN. Fabu-
lous raffle prizes (including gift cards, 
acupuncture sessions, gift baskets, art 
from local artist, and much more). Jell-O 
shots. $20 at the door will go to RFAC and 
will get you two drink tickets (well, beer, 
and wine), and one raffle ticket. More raf-
fle tickets may be purchased throughout 
the event.  6:00pm - 9:00pm   Big Chicks  
5024 N Sheridan Rd

oak Park area Lesbian and Gay as-
sociation Potluck. Bring a dish to 
share and your own drinks.   7:00pm 
- 10:00pm   Contact an organizer for 
location  https://www.facebook.com/
events/470372329775021/?ref_news-
feed_story_type=regular

Proud at Mary’s: a June Cabaret A night 
of Pride-based pop songs, show tunes, 
personal monologues, and stories about 
being gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, ques-
tioning, and straight. $10 advance. $15 
door.   7:30pm   Mary’s Attic  5400 N Clark  
http://www.brownpaperbox.org

Saturday, June 14
Depression and Bipolar Support alliance 

Weekly Saturday meetings. A peer-led 
support and education group for people 
with mood disorders and family and 
friends. Ask receptionist for room number.  
11:00am - 12:30pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted  872-216-3272  http://
www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com

LGBTQ Self-Defense & empowerment In 
this free community workshop, LGBTQ 
individuals will become better equipped 
to deal with situations of disrespect, 
harassment, and abuse that they or oth-
ers face. Through discussions, interactive 
activities, and hands-on practice partici-
pants will gain the skills needed to form 
a plan and take action for safety in all 
areas of their work and personal lives.  
1:30pm - 3:00pm   Thousand Waves  1220 
W. Belmont Ave   http://thousandwaves.
org/VPIndividuals.htm#LGBTQ  Tickets: 
https://clients.mindbodyonline.com/

ASP/home.asp?studioid=26306
Windy City Gay idol semifinals Competi-

tion Highly anticipated competition in 
Chicago’s LGBTQ community, a search for 
the best amateur LGBTQ or allied singer in 
the Chicago area. 2pm doors, 3 pm compe-
tition.  2:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted 
St  http://www.windycitymediagroup.com 

Snow White and the Seven Drag Queens 
Extended, Fridays and Saturdays through 
June 20   8:00pm   Hydrate Nightclub  
3458 N Halsted St., http://www.hydrat-
echicago.com

Chicago forum on LGBTi Rights in af-
rica A panel of activists from Nigeria 
and South Africa will discuss how Af-
rican LGBTIs are organizing for their 
freedom despite extreme violence and 
some of the world’s worst anti-gay laws.  
2:00pm - 5:00pm   Episcopal Center, 65 
E. Huron St., https://www.facebook.com/
events/1494602454101923/

aVeR (LGBT Veterans) BBQ and Beer 
Bust Flag Day, $10 donation gets beer, 
hot dogs, hamburgers, etc. Volunteer to 
bring food at Jamesdarby@aol.com or by 
phone.  3:00pm - 7:00pm   Replay Beer 
& Bourbon  3439 N Halsted St  773-752-
0058

Sisters that Love with Pride Informational 
workshop on health risks Facing LBTQ 
women.Betsy Rubinsten, MA, LSW. Con-
ference room. Free. Limited space. RSVP 
to 708-252-0400.  3:00pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted  773-472-6469  
http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Sunday, June 15
Jarvis Square Wine affair Featuring 12 pur-

veyors and over 50 wines. $10 at advance, 
$15 at the door. Portion of the proceeds go 
to Gale School. Tickets available at www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/708590 or 
at R Public House, Towbar, or Taste Food & 
Wine.   2:00pm - 5:00pm  

PfLaG DuPage monthly meeting Show-
ing the film Daddy and Papa: A film that 
explores the lives of gay men who have 
made a decision that is both traditional 
and revolutionary: to raise kids them-
selves.  2:00pm   St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
515 S. Wheaton Ave., Wheaton  http://
www.pflagillinois.org 

Monday, June 16
Melissa etheridge with members of Chi-

cago Symphony orchestra Orchestra 
celebrating its 25th annual Corporate 
Night. Concert-only tickets: $35 to $99. 
Preconcert dinner and concert package 
tickets: $200. Sean O’Laughlin, conduc-
tor   7:30pm   Chicago Symphony Cen-
ter (Orchestra Hall)  220 S Michigan Ave  
312-294-3000 or 800-223-7114  Tickets: 
http://cso.org

Tuesday, June 17
Chicago Post office to Dedicate Harvey 

Milk Stamp The Chicago District will hold 
a local dedication of the new Harvey Milk 
Forever stamp, prior to the “State of the 
LGBTQ Union Forum” at the Center on Hal-
sted.  6:15pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N 
Halsted  http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Screening and discussion of Gen Silent 
Many who fought the earliest battles for 
LGBT equality are now senior citizens. 
“Gen Silent” sheds light on the issue of 
discrimination against LGBT people as 
they age. Register 773-248-8700 or cel-
ebrate@lincolnparkvillge.org Lincoln Park 
Village & Center on Halsted present. $5 in 
advance; $10 at the door .   6:45pm   Cen-
ter on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://lin-
colnparkvillage.org/wp-content/uploads/
Gen-Silent-Flyer.061714.pdf

Tegan and Sara announce Let’s Make 
Things Physical Tour Canadian indie rock 
duo composed of identical twin lesbian 
sisters Tegan Rain Quin and Sara Keirsten 
Quin. With The Courtneys and My Midnight 
Heart.  7:30pm   The Vic Theatre  3145 N 
Sheffield Ave  http://www.victheatre.com

Wed., June 18
Gerber/Hart Library and archives Pride 

Month open House, Public Meeting The 
public is invited to drop by and tour the 
new location at 6500 N Clark Street and 
to learn more about recent developments 
at the library. Q&A session will follow.  
7:00pm   Gerber Hart Library and Archives  
5315 N Clark St  http://www.gerberhart.
org 

TOP ‘CHOICE’

former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton talks about 
her new memoir, Hard 
Choices, at the Harris 
Theater for Music and 
Dance.

Wed., June 11

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of
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NPH, Audra among 
winners at Tonys

The Tonys took place June 8 at Radio City 
Music Hall—and some big stars were honored.

Neil Patrick Harris predictably won the Tony 
for performance by a leading actor in a musical 
for his portrayal of an East German transgen-
der rocker in Hedwig and the Angry Inch, also 
named best revival of a musical. Harris’ co-star 
in Hedwig, Lena Hall, won for featured actress 
in a musical, breathlessly thanking her parents, 
a sister who had done her hair and “my soon-
to-be-born niece,” USA Today noted.

Audra McDonald earned her sixth Tony—a re-
cord for a performer—for playing Billie Holiday 
in Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill, edging 
such actors as Tyne Daly (Mothers & Sons) and 
lesbian actress Cherry Jones (The Glass Menag-
erie); McDonald cried as she received a sus-
tained standing ovation.

Mark Rylance (who had two acting nomina-
tions) collected his third Tony, in the category 
of featured actor in a play, for a U.K.-based 
staging of Twelfth Night. A Raisin in the Sun 
fared well, winning best revival of a play as 
well as acting honors for Sophie Okonedo and 
Kenny Leon.

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder—

which had the most nominations coming in—
won for best musical, and All the Way earned 
best play, with Bryan Cranston (TV’s Breaking 
Bad) winning the lead-actor award for the lat-
ter production. 

In addition, Rosie O’Donnell was given the 
Isabelle Stevenson Award for her philanthropic 
effort.

Hugh Jackman hosted the show for the fourth 
time, beginning with him bouncing through 
the venue while interacting with various stars, 
and delivering a monologue with several gay 
references. (“Whether you like men dressed 
as women or drag queens, there’s something 
for everyone,” he said at one point.) However, 
instead of an all-out musical number at the 
start, Patti LaBelle, Gladys Knight and Fantasia 
entertained with songs from best-musical con-
tender After Midnight. 

Darko Tresnjak won for best direction of a 
musical, for A Gentleman’s Guide To Love and 
Murder. He thanked his husband and then also 
paid moving tribute to his mother, a skydiver 
who fought in World War II. Tresnjak is origi-
nally from Yugoslavia.

Other show highlights included Alan Cum-
ming performing a number from Cabaret, and 
Jennifer Hudson and Idina Menzel performing 
their own musical magic on stage.

neil Patrick Harris (left) and alan Cumming clown around backstage at the 2014 Tonys. Photo 
from Cumming’s Twitter account
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“’Casa Valentina, a nominee for Best Play, 
highlights the tension between married men who 
cross-dress and the gay community—two sides 
that never understood each other. It’s kinda like 
people who are against same-sex marriage and 
people who mind their own business.”—Hugh 
Jackman, at the Tony Awards. Moments earlier, 
he gave people in the mosh pit “the greatest 
view of the Man from Down Under’s down-un-
der.” Ah, it’s the little things....

Here we are in the midst of Gay Pride 
Month—and you know what? It doesn’t seem 
any gayer than any other month. For the past 
few years, most months have been gay months. 
Every time you turn around, there’s another gay 
marriage in the news. Gay seniors are getting 
housing. Gay teens are more mobilized than 
ever. Even my quaint little high school has a 
gay-straight alliance. And yet, what makes big 
news last week? A couple instances of politi-
cal correctness. First, an alleged transphobic 
joke posted by Jenny McCarthy on Twitter. 
Here’s what she wrote: “Did Jennifer Lopez’s 
boyfriend cheat with a transsexual model? I 
heard J-Lo gave him an ultimatum: ‘it’s either 
me or her/him!’” Is that even anything-phobic? 
If that’s what’s passing for hate speech these 
days, then I—the person who coined “s/he”—
am in trouble. Everyone calm down (and more 
on J-Lo and Casper later).

Every once in a while I’ll click on a story just 
because of the headline. This one from Rus-
sia caught my eye: “Boy Sentenced to Jail Be-
cause of Large Penis.” Who wouldn’t click on 
that story? I should hire that writer to fill in 
for me on BillyMasters.com when I’m on vaca-
tion (as if). Since I know you’re dying to hear 
what the story is about, I did my due diligence. 
Apparently, a 12-year-old boy was arrested on 
suspicion of stealing a cell phone. That doesn’t 
sound penis-related to me, unless he shoved 
it down his pants. The teen and his parents 
moved to Moscow from the Ukraine earlier that 
same month and produced documents proving 
his age. But the authorities felt he looked older 
and ordered him to have a medical examina-
tion. Why? Because if he’s over 16, he can be 
tried as an adult. The examining doctor sur-
mised that the lad was 16 or 17—based on the 
size of his penis. So for now, Tomas (no last 
name given) is in prison—where I suspect he 
is very popular.

Large penis stories are always gobbled up by 
my readers, so why not share another one with 
you? Back when Ben Flajnik was the Bachelor, 
he chose as his fiancée a vicious vixen named 
Courtney Robertson. Of course they broke 
up—as Bachelor couples are wont to do. But 
that didn’t stop Court from writing a book—a 
miraculous feat since I find it hard to believe 
she’s ever read a book. I Didn’t Come Here to 
Make Friends: Confessions of a Reality Show 
Villain just came out, and one of her anecdotes 
is about a tryst with Entourage star Adrian 
Grenier. She recounts meeting him at a party 
and hooking up with him due to “mutual lone-
liness in LA”—I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve used that line. She claims they never had 
sex because she didn’t feel a spark. Perhaps, 
but she certainly felt something. “He had the 
biggest penis I’d ever seen—and the biggest 
bush!”

Hold onto your hat (does anyone still wear 
a hat?)—it’s time for another installment of 
Fayewatch! Oh, Miss Dunaway, we’ve missed 
you. And yet, it sounds like her absence won’t 
be ending anytime soon. Remember the long-
awaited movie version of Master Class that Faye 
was going to make? After shooting about half 
the film, the production shut down due to some 
issues with the moneymen. It’s been inactive 
for a couple of years, and that’s a problem. 

You see, Faye owned the rights to the play 
for a certain period of time. Since that time has 
lapsed, the rights have reverted back to play-

wright Terrence McNally. Of course, Faye could 
buy the rights again—but she hasn’t got the 
money to finish the film. I’m told one of the 
many people approached to jump in is someone 
who knows a thing or two about rights revert-
ing to the author—Barbra Streisand. The pitch 
was for Babs to fund the project so that Faye 
could finish it. Upon further investigation, it 
was learned that the stuff already filmed is un-
usable, so they’d have to start the project from 
scratch. And that led to a brilliant idea—what 
if Streisand bought the rights and made the 
film herself? A call went out to two of Babs’ 
good friends—Dustin Hoffman and Al Pacino. 
Would either of them be interested in playing 
Onassis opposite her Maria Callas? I can only 
imagine the voice messages Faye will leave 
Barbra when she hears about this!

Last week, Melissa Etheridge got married to 
Linda Wallem. Although I wish them well, I 
think a word to the wise should suffice. After 
all, this is not a position that has historically 
been known for its job security.

On the flip side, Melanie Griffith just filed for 
divorce from Antonio Banderas. The couple has 
not been seen in public for many months. In 
fact, Antonio has recently been accompanied 
to many public events by another lovely lady. 
This is no surprise to me. I’m far more surprised 
that the marriage lasted 18 years!

And this brings us to Jennifer Lopez and 
Casper Smart: I told you I’d get back to them. 
You may have heard that the couple is official-
ly kaput. If Casper was smart, he’d have been 
pocketing his per diem all these years. I’m sure 
this split comes as no surprise to my loyal read-
ers. We’ve all heard rumors that Casper is gay. 
Didn’t I have a blind item about him recently? 
Something about attending after hours gay 
bars for a tryst or two? That’s par for the course 
for a Jennifer Lopez suitor.

When dating J-Lo is the first step to com-
ing out, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. An extra long column filled with not 
one but two extra large penises. That’s what 
you’ve come to expect from www.BillyMas-
ters.com—the site that never skimps on size. 
I didn’t answer a question in print because I 
didn’t have room. But I’m always sure to ac-
commodate each and every reader. Just reach 
out and touch me at Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back Streisand stars in 
a musical remake of Mommie Dearest! Until 
next time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Hugh Jackman (here in the film Les 
Miserables) had lots of interesting things to 
say at the Tonys, according to Billy. Photo by 
Laurie Sparham
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No invite required...

We’ll be raiding the Sidetrack Video Library all night long.

CONTINUE THE
TRADITION:

Your Donation 
to Vital Bridges
will be appreciated

with entry into 
special drawings 
at 8pm & 11pm!
Wish List:

• Paper Products
• Cleaning Supplies
• Grooming Items

• Coffee

Be part of our 

slide reel�

Email your old “at Sidetrack” snaps 

to throwback@SidetrackChicago.com

Or tweet them  #ThrowbackSidetrack

6pm ‘til close! 
Domestic Beer $1.75

Well $2.
Import Beer $2.

Frozens/All Other $2.50
Four of Our Favorite 

food trucks visit!
Catering bites & snacks both inside 

and out... throughout the night! 
@6:30
@8:00

@9:30
@11:00

That’s the plan but it’s subject to change.

3349 N. Halsted

SidetrackChicago.com

Time for an 

Anniversary
Party

What Anniversary Is It?
Who Cares.

Hot ’n horny hookups.

Join  
for FREE

Get 5 Days
Unlimited  

access

LAPTOP
MOBILE
WE’RE 
VERSATILE

ORHot ’n horny hookups.

Join 
for FREE

Get 5 Days
Unlimited 

access
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http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.squirt.org
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By RoSS foRMan
 
The Chicago Force ran roughshod over the Co-
lumbus Comets June 7 to finish the regular-
season 6-1—and now it’s on to the Women’s 
Football Alliance (WFA) playoffs, which the 
Force will host at Evanston Township High 
School June 21.

Brandy Hatcher and Kelsey Casey led the 
Comet crushing, each scoring three rushing 
touchdowns as the Force led 8-2 after the first 
quarter and 32-2 at halftime. It was 56-8 after 
three quarters and the final tally read: Chicago 
72, Columbus 8.

“It was a great game,” Hatcher said. “We fi-

nally played the spread offense and a run of-
fense. It felt like everyone got in on the ac-
tion.”

That was particularly true of Chicago’s domi-
nant offensive line, which Hatcher said was 
“balls-to-the-wall all game; the line didn’t let 
down all game.”

Hatcher rushed for 160 yards on 14 carries, 
for an 11-yard per carry average—and was 
named the Game Day Offensive MVP, with an 
award DLG Management (formerly Spin Night-
club) sponsored.

Force rookie Amber Kimbrough, who saw ac-
tion on offense and defense, was named the 
Game Day Defensive MVP for her seven-tackle 

performance.
“I actually was surprised,” winning the 

award, Hatcher said. “The offensive line prob-
ably should have gotten the award; that’s how 
good the line played.”

Ashley Berggren opened the scoring for the 
Force with a 9-yard quarterback keeper into the 
right corner of the end zone.

Jeanette Gray scored the game-winning 
touchdown on a 14-yard pass reception at 9:49 
of the second quarter, giving Chicago a 16-2 
lead at the time. Later in the second, Gray 
scored again on a two-yard run.

Hatcher had an 8-yard rushing TD, and two 
for 12-yards.

Casey had rushing TDs of six, two and nine 
yards.

Melissa Smith, an original member of the 
Force on the defensive line who ultimately 
switched to offense and became one of the 
team’s best running backs ever, was the third 
inductee into the Chicago Force Player’s Hall of 
Fame, it was announced at halftime during the 
team’s annual Alumni Day.

Chicago Force
dominate Columbus in
regular-season finale

Brandy Hatcher with her Game Day offen-
sive MVP award, sponsored by DLG Manage-
ment (formerly Spin nightclub). Photo by 
Ross forman

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

 

Serving our 
community. 
www.josephdellamonica.com 

Della Monica & Associates 
A private wealth advisory practice of                 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
3013 N. Ashland Ave, Suite 1 
Chicago, IL 60657 
773.880.5900 

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved  

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Angie Eden
161 N. Clark St.  •  Suite 4700

(312) 924-0213  •  angie@edenlawil.com

ExpEriEncEd rEprEsEntAtion 
our community cAn trust

prActicE ArEAs:
family law, divorCe, Child Support, CuStody, 

diSSolutioN of Civil uNioN, aNd orderS of proteCtioN

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices
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Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

John Clinton Coleman, Broker
Multi-million Dollar Producer  
& Top Producing Broker
773.895.4964 
JohnClintonColeman@gmail.com
JohnClintonColeman.com

CALL ME FOR A 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

1435 W. Rosemont Ave, #1W , Chicago, IL, 60660

Inspired
Interiors

Gay owned and operated for over 35 years
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

• Carpet, Tile and Wood Flooring
• Hunter Douglas© Blinds Priority Dealer
• Custom Window Treatments
• Granite and Stone Countertops
• Complete Remodeling Services
• Custom Backsplash and Shower Designs
• Free In-Home Estimates
• Free Design Consultations

847-541-4848
www.hombyrayandson.com
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Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

Expert knowledge in the following areas for 
individuals and groups:

– Term Life Insurance and Permanent Plans
– Medical, Disability, Dental & Accident Plans

– Long-Term Care
– Retirement Planning & Savings

– And much more; 
all to protect yourself and the ones you love

PRovIDIng FoR ouR CoMMunITy

Contact us at www.gayInsurance.com 
David Kulawiak
david@ocicinc.com
773-828-5070

Paul Dooley
paul@ocicinc.com
877-gAy-nSuR

Spirit Seal acupuncture 
provides Oriental Medical therapies to 

the Chicago GLBT community. 

Specialties include: 
• Addiction
• HIV
• Fibromyalgia

• Mental Health 
(Depression, 
Grief, Anxiety)

unlimited acupuncture Special 

for new patientS

call todaY for an appointment
Mathew Kulas, 

Licensed Acupuncturist
716.341.9040

www.spiritseal.com
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1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY
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Protect yourself and your partner. Talk about testing, your status, condoms, 
and new options like medicines that prevent and treat HIV. Get the facts and 
tips on how to start the conversation at cdc.gov/ActAgainstAIDS/StartTalking

Follow us online at:           facebook.com/StartTalkingHIV            @TalkHIV

Get a few things
off your chest.

http://www.cdc.gov/actagainstaids/starttalking



