
Many same-sex couples showed up at Cook County Clerk David Orr’s office Fri., Feb. 21, to apply for their marriage 
licenses. Above are Matthew McGrane and David Maier, together 7.5 years. Below, Orr (right) poses with Alison Gross (left) 
and partner of 23 years Annie Avery and kids Grace, Lily (front). Photos by Hal Baim. See photos of many more couples 
and even a ceremony, starting on page 8.

By MAtt SiMOnette

Forty-six LGBT couples rushed to Cook 
County Clerk David Orr’s office Feb. 21 
to get the first marriage licenses after a 
federal judge ruled earlier that day that 
same-sex couples would not have to wait 
until June 1 to be married. 

Judge Sharon Coleman’s ruling said the 
state’s ban on gay marriages is uncon-
stitutional, and that marriages for gay 
couples can begin immediately. Same-
sex couples who had already been legally 
married in other states would have those 
marriages recognized immediately, the 
clerk’s office said.

The ruling applies only in Cook Coun-
ty, where the initial lawsuits were filed. 
Residents of other Illinois counties would 
have to travel there to get their license 
and be married. 

The county clerk’s office was kept open 
an extra two hours Feb. 21 and was pre-
pared for the ruling. Shortly before 1 
p.m, the first same-sex couple of the 
day had obtained their license. Chicago-
ans Charles Gurion and David Wilk heard 
about the ruling on the news and decided 
to go get the license. 

“I only just heard about this and hour 
and a half ago, and convinced him an 
hour ago,” Gurion said. 

Sara and Carolyn Kujawa were the first 
female couple to obtain their license, 
which was also the result of a spontane-
ous decision; Sara learned of the ruling 
as she waited for Carolyn in their bank’s 
parking lot. They had a civil union al-
ready but were excited about the ruling. 

Holding their 15-month-old son, 
Ronan, Sara said, “We’re a family, and we 
shouldn’t have to call it something dif-
ferent.”
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Gay marriage begins  
early in Cook County

Couple Charlie Gurion (left) and David 
Wilk were the first to apply for a marriage 
license. Photo by Matt Simonette.
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By CArrie MAxWeLL

Keeping families together, safe and strong was 
the theme of the fourth annual Illinois Coali-
tion for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR) 
immigration integration summit at Benito 
Juarez High School Feb. 22.

Approximately 300 people attended the 
opening plenary and rally ahead of various 
workshops on LGBT rights, health care, tax is-
sues, temporary visitors drivers licenses, citi-
zenship, fighting deportations, labor organiz-
ing and immigration reform among others. 

Featured speakers at the rally included ICIRR 
CEO Lawrence Benito, co-chairs Laura Garza 
of SEIU Local 1 and Jose Luis Gutierrez of the 
National Alliance of Latin American and Carib-
bean Communities, Cook County Board Presi-
dent Toni Preckwinkle, Sen. Dick Durbin, U.S. 
Reps. Jan Schakowsky and Luis Gutierrez, SEIU 
Local 1 President Tom Balanoff and “Fast for 
Families” founder and labor leader Eliseo Me-
dina. Vincente Del Real of the West Suburban 
Action Project, 10-year-old Liz Marquez and 
Maria Pesqueira of Mujeres Latinas en Accion 
provided testimonies.

Other dignitaries in attendance included Il-
linois state Sens. Greg Harris, Sam Yingling and 
Elizabeth “Lisa” Hernandez. 

For the first time, the ICIRR summit fea-
tured a workshop focusing on the needs of the 
LGBT immigrant community. About 15 people 
attended the workshop featuring Michael Jar-
ecki, United States immigration and national-
ity law attorney and secretary of the Chicago 
chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association; Keren Zwick, managing attorney 
for Heartland Alliance’s National Immigrant 
Justice Center’s LGBT Immigrant Rights Initia-
tive and Adult Detention Project and a member 
of LGBT Committee of the Chicago chapter of 
the American Immigration Lawyers Associa-
tion; and Roberto Romero-Perez, principal at 
the Perrom Law Office, LLC and LGBT commit-
tee chair of the Hispanic Lawyers Association 
of Illinois.

Marriage between same-sex binational cou-
ples, asylum, court proceedings, immigration 
detention and alternatives to immigration re-
form were the topics discussed. 

Jarecki gave background information about 
the current status of immigration policy and 
explained how that affects the LGBT communi-
ty in a post-DOMA ruling world. He noted there 
are about 12 million undocumented immigrants 
currently residing in the United States.

Until June of last year, same-sex binational 

couples were discriminated against when it 
came to any family-based immigration process 
that allows spouses of U.S. citizens or green-
card holders getting benefits, said Jarecki. The 
Supreme Court ruling last June that found sec-
tion 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 
unconstitutional, Jarecki explained, provided 
more than 1,000 federal benefits to same-sex 
married couples, including immigration access 
for same-sex binational married couples. 

Jarecki noted that, in response to the Su-
preme Court DOMA ruling, the Obama adminis-
tration has come out with guidelines that state 
that no matter where a same-sex binational 
couple currently resides, as long as they got 
married where same-sex marriage is legal they 
will be afforded the same protections under 
current immigration laws. 

The DOMA ruling did not solve all of the 
problems for same-sex binational couples, Jar-
ecki explained, because under current immigra-
tion law undocumented people who are married 
to U.S. citizens have to return to their home 
country and then prove they need to return to 
the States due to extreme hardship. He added 
that for LGBT individuals who might have fled 
anti-gay countries, returning to those coun-
tries would put their lives in jeopardy. 

“The burden of proof is on the applicant to 
the U.S. government that they are married 
in good faith and they aren’t doing it just as 
friends or to help someone get their green card 
and that is true for every couple,” said Jarecki. 
“At the same time, there is a lot of education 
that is needed for the agency that handles 
green card applications because not all LGBT 
people might be out to their family or employ-
ers and/or they might not have the commin-
gling of their lives that heterosexual binational 
couples have such as their living space and/or 
finances which raises red flags during the ap-
plication process.”

Zwick spoke about the Uniting America Fam-
ilies Act (UAFA), which did not make it into 
the immigration bill that the Senate recently 
passed. Many people in the LGBT community 
were upset that the UAFA (the LGBT portion of 
the immigration bill) was not included, Zwick 
noted, and walked away from the immigration 
issue. He added there are many reasons why 
the LGBT community should still care about 
immigration policy because there are still pro-
visions in the Senate bill that will help LGBT 
undocumented immigrants. 

Romero-Perez spoke about the asylum pro-
cess, noting that asylum can be granted for 
LGBT people who have been victims of persecu-

tion in their home country and that there is a 
one-year deadline for those seeking asylum, al-
though there are some exceptions to that rule. 

Zwick said another factor involved with the 
asylum process involves getting help from legal 
experts who are familiar with and friendly to 
the LGBT community, while Roberto-Perez em-
phasized spreading the word within communi-
ties. Zwick noted that fewer than 30 percent of 
asylum seekers win their cases each year. 

Another avenue for all undocumented im-
migrants is through the courts, said Jarecki: 
“If you’ve found yourself in immigration court 
and you’ve been here for a very long time in 
an undocumented status ... you can claim to 
an immigration judge that you have a quali-
fying relative including same-sex spouses and 
that by being sent back it would cause hard-
ship to the person’s family here in the U.S. This 
is called cancellation of removal.” This is very 
hard because the undocumented immigrant has 
to prove that s/he has been here for 10 years; 
however, if s/he wins, that person is granted a 
green card right away. 

Zwick explained that there are other rem-
edies already in effect, including Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which is for 

the DREAMers (those involved with the DREAM 
Act), and U visas for victims of violent crimes/
domestic violence. Jarecki noted that there is 
also the option of prosecutorial discretion to 
stop deportations if the undocumented person 
falls under numerous priority categories and 
this depends on the judge who hears their case 
and/or where the person lives.

Immigration detention is also an issue, es-
pecially for LGBT people who make up a dis-
proportionally large number of detainees, said 
Zwick. 

If immigration reform does not happen there 
are some alternatives that can be used, Zwick 
noted. One of these involves states choosing 
to ignore current immigration policies and 
stop the detention and deportation process, 
said Zwick. Romero-Perez explained that law-
enforcement officials across the country have 
assigned a low priority to detention of undocu-
mented immigrants as a way around the law. 

Zwick’s opinion is that Illinois has the best 
model on a state level for immigration reform, 
especially regarding the LGBT community. That, 
he added, is vital to vote for pro-immigration 
reform candidates.

See www.icirr.org for more information.lGbt rights among
topics discussed at
immigration summit

From left: Michael Jarecki, Keren Zwick, roberto romero-Perez and Lambda Legal’s Luis 
roman. Photo by Carrie Maxwell

ugandan president
signs anti-gay law

On Feb. 24, Ugandan President Yoweri Mu-
seveni signed into law a bill that criminalizes 
homosexuality, CNN reported.

Last month, Museveni said he wouldn’t 
sign the bill, describing gay people as “sick” 
individuals who needed help, not imprison-
ment. Then he changed his mind this month 
and said he’d sign it because scientists had 
determined that there’s no gene for homo-
sexuality and that it’s merely abnormal be-
havior. He then said he would seek advice 
from U.S. scientists before he made any de-
cision.

Although same-sex acts are illegal in 
Uganda, the measure toughens penalties for 
certain acts, adding the possibility of life 
imprisonment.

LGBT-rights groups immediately con-
demned Museveni’s action. “This law is so 
vague that it is could even lead to prison 
time for health workers who provide care to 
someone thought to be gay,” said Thomas 
Ndayiragije, senior program officer in the 
IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Hu-
man Rights Commission) Africa Program, in a 
statement. “Ordinary Ugandans who believe 
in equality, humanity, and rights, could end 
up in jail.” 

In a separate press release, American Jew-
ish World Service President Ruth Messinger 
said, “By signing this draconian bill into law, 
President Museveni has demonstrated his 
disregard for the fundamental human rights 
of Ugandan citizens and has sanctioned hate 
and discrimination toward LGBT Ugandans.”

Gay-rights activist 
won’t be returned 
to uganda
By MAtt SiMOnette

Dr. Paul Nsubuga Semugoma, a Ugandan phy-
sician and gay-rights activist living in South 
Africa, will not be deported back to Uganda.
 Semugoma was released in the late after-
noon of Feb. 20, according to a Facebook 
posting by Coalition of African Lesbians, an 
activist group arguing for his release.
 “Paul is finally free and united with [his 
partner] Brian. Let justice prevail!” said the 
posting.
 Semugoma, who has lived in South Af-
rica for about three years, was detained 
by authorities after traveling to Zimbabwe 
and faced with the probability of return to 
Uganda. There he would have been subject 
to that country’s strict anti-gay laws, which 

are likely to worsen since President Yoweri 
Museveni plans on signing legislation tight-
ening restrictions even further.
 Semugoma was a vocal critic of Uganda’s 
treatment of its gay citizens. After his re-
lease, he will be issued a work permit and 
will be able to apply for political asylum in 
South Africa, according to the CAL posting.
 City Press, a Johannesburg newspaper, re-
ported Feb. 19 that six activist groups had 
taken up Semugoma’s cause.
 Marcus Low of the Treatment Action Cam-
paign told City Press that Semugoma “would 
definitely be in danger if he returned to 
Uganda now because of the current climate 
and because he is openly gay and openly 
critical of the homophobic law.”
 U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., also showed 
support for Semugoma on Feb. 19. “No one 
should be persecuted because of their work 
to improve the lives of others. Deporting 
Dr. Semugoma would make the South Afri-
can government an accomplice to Uganda’s 
unjust persecution,” said a spokesperson for 
Kirk.
 U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley, D-Ill., said Feb. 20, 
“I have grave concerns for the civil rights 
and safety of anyone forced to live under the 
archaic, anti-LGBT laws pervasive in Uganda, 
Nigeria and other countries pursing similar 
agendas around the world. The criminaliza-
tion of citizens based on sexual orientation 
is completely unacceptable, and the United 
States has a moral responsibility to stand up 
against this type of reprehensible oppres-
sion.”

russia enacts 
adoption ban
 Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
has signed a decree banning foreign same-
sex couples—as well as single people from 
countries where same-sex marriages are 
legal—from adopting Russian children, ac-
cording to CNN.com. 
 Although there was no official ban until 
now, foreigners’ attempts to adopt Russian 
children before the decree generally would 
be unsuccessful if a prospective adoptive 
parent was thought to be gay, international 
adoption agencies based in Russia have said. 
The move comes about a year after Russian 
lawmakers passed a bill banning adoptions 
to the United States.
 “The passage and implementation of these 
draconian laws are putting LGBT Russians 
and their allies in the cross-hairs of a caus-
tic political climate,” said Ty Cobb, director 
of HRC’s Global Engagement Program, in a 
statement.



By DerriCK CLiFtOn

Loyola University Chicago changed its guide-
lines for wedding ceremonies on campus, 
adopting an official policy ahead of Illinois’ 
equal-marriage law on June 1. The new policy, 
enacted last December, only allows Catholic 
weddings in the university’s Madonna della 
Strada Chapel. All other civil or religious wed-
dings, including same-sex unions, are banned 
from campus facilities.

The decision also comes after a Loyola stu-
dent launched a Change.org petition last Sep-
tember, urging university administrators to al-

low same-sex ceremonies on campus. Christine 
Irvine, a Loyola junior studying visual commu-
nication, started the petition after officials de-
nied her request to use university facilities for 
her upcoming wedding. Irvine said there were 
no problems until officials learned she would 
marry a woman. To date, the petition has more 
than 2,900 signatures.

In her first interview about Loyola’s new 
policy, Irvine told Windy City Times that the 
decision doesn not seem bad to anyone who 
may not know how it came about. She believes 
the university made the decision to specifically 
forbid same-sex ceremonies on campus. 

“It’s really disheartening,” Irvine said. “It’s a 
sign of the non-acceptance and non-tolerance 
of the LGBT students on campus ... a sign of 
disrespect of our love compared to our peers.”

Before Loyola enacted its official policy last 
December, the university’s standard practice 
welcomed ceremonies “legally recognized” in 
Illinois. But despite legal recognition of same-
sex civil unions in Illinois, those ceremonies 
were still forbidden at Loyola venues.

Irvine said the distinction never made sense 
to her. 

“I think they were struggling for a way to 
justify excluding same-sex couples from hav-
ing their ceremonies on campus. And that was 
the best they could come up with,” she said. 
“The discriminatory decision they made wasn’t 
a policy at that point, it was just something 

they were choosing to 
do as an institution.”

University officials 
have not made a for-
mal announcement 
about the new policy, 
but they share it on 
a case-by-case basis, 
according to a Loyola 
spokeswoman. 

“It’s the congru-
ency with our Jesuit 
and Catholic tradi-
tion that caused us to 
implement this official 
policy as a result of the 
forthcoming Religious 
Freedom and Marriage 

Fairness Act,” said Maeve Kiley, Loyola’s di-
rector of communication. “Our policy reflects 
our desire to reserve and use our facilities and 
campuses for rituals and ceremonies that are 
congruent with our obligations and values as 
a Jesuit, Catholic institution. That is why we 
are limiting weddings to Catholic ceremonies 
in our Catholic chapel.”

Loyola’s religious affiliation and mission af-
fords the university exemptions granted under 
the equal-marriage law, which states that re-
ligious organizations are not required to pro-
vide their facilities for wedding ceremonies 
and receptions. The law also protects religious 
organizations from legal penalties for refusing 
to solemnize a marriage or rent religious fa-
cilities for receptions, should the type of cer-
emony contradict religious beliefs. Loyola still 

allows members of the public, including same-
sex couples, to rent their venues for wedding 
receptions and other events. 

However, the law’s definition of “religious 
facilities” states that educational facilities are 
not exempt. With Loyola’s standing as both a 
religious organization and an educational insti-
tution, there could be room for interpretation 
based on how the law is worded. But the wed-
ding and reception venues offered by the uni-
versity aren’t necessarily used for educational 
purposes. 

Kiley said that no current wedding ceremo-
ny reservations will be impacted by the new 
policy. On average, 20 ceremonies were hosted 
each year at university facilities other than the 
Madonna della Strada Chapel. Members of the 
public, including same-sex couples, can still 

rent Loyola venues for wedding receptions.  
As for Irvine’s wedding, she and her fiancee 

already made other plans for their June cere-
mony and reception. After Loyola rejected their 
request, the couple chose Firehouse Chicago at 
1545 W. Rosemont Ave.

Irvine said she’s disheartened that Loyola of-
ficials didn’t extend the previous guideline to 
allow same-sex marriages, which will be legally 
recognized come June.

“[Loyola] claims to be a progressive institu-
tion having a commitment to social justice and 
I expected that they’d have no problem with 
it,” Irvine said, adding that she feels commu-
nity members were ready for a shift. “It’s just 
disappointing that they had a good opportuni-
ty to show leadership and I honestly feel they 
failed the LGBT community.”

loyola bans same-sex
wedding ceremonies
in new policy

Christine irvine. 
Photo by Derrick Clifton
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By MAtt SiMOnette

Congressman Mike Quigley was among those 
joining officials from Heartland Alliance and 
Haymarket Center Feb. 19 to dedicate a new 
health-care clinic on the West Side that is 
mainly dedicated to serving homeless indi-
viduals.

The James West Clinic, 22 N. Sangamon 
Ave., is a joint effort between Heartland 
Health Outreach and Haymarket Center that 
offers primary care, and many other medical 
services, for underserved populations. The 
clinic officially opened in December.

Dr. Dan Lustig, clinical vice-president of 
Haymarket Center, said that about 80 percent 
of his organization’s clients have a chronic 
medical condition. Haymarket sees about 
20,000 clients a year and has concentrated 
largely on substance use and mental health 
disorders. The new clinic allows many of 
those clients to have a new “medical home” 
for their comprehensive health services.

“This is a huge opportunity for the state,” 
Lustig said. “It’s something very unique for a 
population that tends to be ignored.”

The facility will also offer services that 
can assist clients in finding other necessities 
such as stable housing.

“Once someone can get on Medicaid, their 
health can improve,” said Dr. Stephanie 
Luther, chief medical officer of the clinic. 
“Once they get housing, it can be turned 
around. I’ve had to start weaning one of my 

patients off diabetes medication, after they 
were placed in housing.”

Luther said that there were some initial 
hurdles for the program during the Afford-
able Care Act’s sign-up period, and when new 
policies kicked in.

“These are folks who have gone without 
insurance for decades,” she said. “The [Af-
fordable Care Act] launch was not a smooth 
transition, and then add in these folks who 
have had very hard lives, who have to jump 
through many hoops.”

But Dr. Karen Batia, executive direc-
tor of Heartland Health Outreach, said she 
was confident most of the problems will be 
solved. She estimated that the facility cost 
about $500,000 to start, and predicted that 
expanded Medicaid funds from the ACA will 
bring in significant new revenue streams.

“We can easily see about 40-50 people a 
day,” added Luther. “We hope we can break 
the cycle of ‘crisis care.’”

Quigley said that the Clinic was exempli-
fied what is possible when a government 
decides it cares about more than national 
defense or reducing services.

“We can do better than that,” Quigley 
said. “This is a compassionate country that 
cares about each other. But unfortunately 
you don’t see it. There’s campaigns going on 
now, and you don’t see people saying today 
what LBJ said 50 years ago about the war 
on poverty.”

james West Clinic looks
to break ‘crisis care’ cycle

why sulk in the 

snow when you can 

celebrate spring?

why sulk in the 

snow when you can 

celebrate spring?
tickets on�ale now at 

CHICAGOFLOWER.COM

tickets on�ale now at 
CHICAGOFLOWER.COM

Proud member of the LGBT community

http://www.chicagoflower.com


Feb. 26, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES6

By trACy BAiM

StartOut, a 5-year-old nationwide non-profit 
organization for LGBT entrepreneurs, hosted 
its first party in Chicago Feb. 20 at the down-
town headquarters of Groupon. More than 100 
people networked and heard a wide-ranging 
discussion from a panel of four professionals.

Chris Sinton, chair of StartOut’s board, was 
in town for the event and the group’s annual 
meeting. He explained that they are looking 
to network entrepreneurs for professional sup-
port, but also as a way to give back to the 
community. They are looking at ways to create 
social activism within the LGBT entrepreneurial 
community.

Panelists included one of StartOut’s founders, 
Lorenzo Thione, who lives in New York. He has 
founded several companies and is also produc-
ing a Broadway play. One of his companies is 
Artify It, a disruptive venture capital-funded 
startup “allowing affordable, unlimited access 

to a catalog of original, curated contemporary 
art that each subscriber can check out, keep, 
and swap out at any time.”

The moderator for the panel was Chicagoan 
Waverly Deutsch, clinical professor of entre-
preneurship at the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business. She teaches a course on 
entrepreneurial execution and was awarded the 
2004 USASBE Innovative Teaching Pedagogy 
for the YourCo simulation game, “which allows 
students to develop and run a mock business 
through all phases of operation.”

California-based Vivienne Ming, chief scien-
tist at Gild and co-founder and CEO of Socos, 
spoke about the discrimination she faced after 
coming out as transgender in the workplace. 
She took that negative and turned it into a 
positive by starting her own companies. Ming, 
named one of 10 Women to Watch in Tech in 
2013 by Inc. Magazine, is a theoretical neuro-
scientist, technologist and entrepreneur.

Ming intrigued the crowd by wearing a 

Google Glass device during the discussion. She 
has developed a “predictive model of diabetes 
to better manage blood glucose levels” for the 
Glass, in part because she has a child with dia-
betes, so the device keeps her alerted to his 
glucose levels. She sits on the board of Our 
Family Coalition supporting LBGT families and 
speaks on issues of LGBT inclusion and gender 
in technology.

The final panelist was a relative newcomer to 
Chicago, Joel Bosch, COO of eCD Market and an 
investor in Vino Volo. Bosch joined eCD Market 
to lead its product development, operations, 
and customer service. He has a lengthy career 
in the banking and consulting industries, and 
he also is working on a new company that 
helps generate revenues for non-profits. He sits 
on the board of Test Positive Aware Network in 
Chicago.

StartOut’s website says it was created “with 
a view towards promoting equality and com-
bating discrimination in the business world 
through economic empowerment. StartOut will 
help end discrimination against LGBT persons 
in the business community by helping foster a 
new generation of business founders and CEOs, 
and thereby breaking through the barriers that 
currently inhibit the corporate success of many 
in America’s LGBT community. By helping cre-
ate the next generation of LGBT entrepreneurs 
we empower a new community of leaders in 
the business world who will in turn have both 

the economic resources and the personal ac-
cess to support and strengthen the entire LGBT 
community.”

For information on StartOut, which will 
have more Chicago events soon, see http://
startout.org.

More photos from the event are online at 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

organization for lGbt
entrepreneurs hosts
initial Chicago event

From left: Lorenzo thione, Joel Bosch, Waverly Deutsch and Vivienne Ming. Photo by tracy 
Baim

passaGes
stephen r. kiosk

Former Maryland resident Stephen R. 
Kiosk (Ksioszk) passed away recently at 
the age of 51, according to The Chicago 
Tribune.

 Kiosk was the loving brother of: John 
(Lorna) Ksioszk, Christine Marrufo, Arlene 
Santiago and twin Michael (Mary) Ksioszk; 
cherished uncle of many, including Sarah, 
Samuel, Nicholas; great-uncle of Lydia; and 
loving friend and partner of Peter Lane. 

Memorial Mass is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
on Saturday March 1, at St. Peter Church, 
557 Lake St., Antioch, Ill. Interment will 
be private. Arrangements by Strang Funeral 
Home of Antioch; 847-395-4000 or www.
strangfh.com.

‘death of the 
american trial’ to 
mark darrow’s
death March 13

On the 76th anniversary of famed attorney 
Clarence Darrow’s death, this year’s annual 
Darrow commemoration on Thursday, March 
13, looks at the “The Death of the American 
Trial” with professor Robert P. Burns, author 
of a 2009 book by the same title.

A special unique aspect of this year’s event 
will be several dozen Darrow-related items 
from the collection of the late actor Leslie 
Nielsen, courtesy of his widow, Barbaree Earl. 
Nielsen was a fan but also played the attor-
ney in theatrical productions.

The program starts at 10 a.m. just east of 
the Clarence Darrow Bridge in Jackson Park 
(the bridge is under construction) for the tra-
ditional wreath-tossing and brief speeches to 
commemorate Darrow; the symposium begins 
at 10:45 a.m. in the Museum of Science and 
Industry’s The Columbian Room. Beverages 
and rolls will be served. 

Darrow, who died March 13, 1938, is re-
membered for his crusading role as “attorney 
for the damned” in such controversial cases 
as the Scopes Monkey Trial, the Leopold and 
Loeb murder case, and the pardoning of the 
Haymarket anarchists.

See www.DarrowBridge.org.

hbhC seeks 
applicants for 
advisory board

Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) is 
seeking new applicants for its Community 
Advisory Board (CAB), an organization that 
provides feedback on HBHC’s community 
health programs.

The board will meet once a month, and CAB 
will have between seven and 15 members.

In order to be eligible, CAB applicants must 
have received services from HBHC within the 
last two years. HBHC has also outlined the 
membership requirements for potential CAB 
members, which include:

• Attend at least 9 of the 12 CAB meetings 
each year

• Read information sent to the CAB to pre-
pare for meetings

• Provide thoughtful feedback at meetings
• Promote HBHC in the community
• Make suggestions about what you think 

the community needs
• Participate in CAB photo on HBHC web-

site, annual report and other materials
To apply, visit howardbrown.org/applica-

tion and download the application form. 
The form can be submitted in person at any 
HBHC location, or emailed to Andie Baker at 
CAB@howardbrown.org.

Applications are due by March 9; final deci-
sions will be made by March 24.

night
with

SUNDAY

MARCH 9

TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED AT THE CHICAGO THEATRE BOX OFFICE,  

 OR CHARGE BY PHONE AT 800-745-3000.

THECHICAGOTHEATRE.COM
CHELSEAHANDLER.COM

7PM - SOLD OUT

10PM - ON SALE NOW

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS TO SEE

CHELSEA HANDLER
SUN., MARCH 9

PlUS DINNER FOR TWO AT

TORTOISE CLUB
(A $100 VAlUE)

TO WIN:
Send an email with “CHElSEA” in the subject line to

click2win@hotmail.com
Winner will be chosen at random from all entries received by Mon., Mar. 3. 
One entry per person, please.

www.tortoiseclub.com 
@tortoiseclub

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640

1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL

> Addictions Treatment

> Detox

> Behavioral Health

> Dual Diagnosis      

> Intensive Outpatient Program

A Safe, Affirming, 
Therapeutic Environment

 Free Assessments 
24 Hours per Day/365 Days per Year

PRIDE
Chicago’s Dedicated and 

Comprehensive LGBTQ Program

http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
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GetCovered.
Let us show you how.

It’s time to sign up for health care coverage. And there’s free help  

available to assist you in finding a low-cost plan that fits your  

budget. There is even financial help to make it all possible. You can  

talk to someone in person, by phone or visit us online. So, let us walk  

you through the process, step by step. You just have to take the first  

step by visiting GetCoveredIllinois.gov or calling (866) 311-1119.

http://www.getcoveredillinois.gov
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Above, left to right: Laurie Meli and Marissa, 8.5 years together, from Champaign Feb. 21, the first day licenses were issued after a court order in Cook County. theresa and Mercedes Santos-
Volpe, married that day with their children present (Jadon and Ava, plus a baby not pictured). Photo by tracy Baim. Mike Kierpiec and Donn Mielke, 34 years. Photos by Hal Baim unless noted.

the happy couples ...

Sean Donovan and Alfonzo Diaz, 9 years. Jarvine Colbert and Kush Kwesi, 8 years. Photo by Dr. Lou Bohr. tim Frye and rich Pfeiffer, 43 years. Photo by tracy Baim. Adriana Collazo and eliza-
beth Wieland, 6 years. Mary Cameni and Sue Sporer, 29 years. Miguel Angel Garcia Quirarte and roger Houts, 1.5 years.

Mona noriega and evette Cardona, 19 years. tammy and Joanne Kucinskas, 17 years. Jeff Woods and tom Wray. David Orr with Carolyn and Sara Kujawa, and their son, ronan. Photo by Matt 
Simonette. Laura noah and Sharmili Majmudar got a waiver to have their ceremony the same day as licenses were issued. With officiant Jeff Ginsburg. Photo courtesy Majmudar

nat and Cynthia Shannon-Hutchison. ryan Copi and Steven Kriz. rebecca West and Jessica robinson, 6 years. Chloe Koren and Jenna Whitehouse. emily rutledge and Lynn Black, 22 years.

the staff of Orr’s office celebrate after a very busy day.
Ginger Francis, emily Burns, Clerk David Orr, Jennifer Fortner with Melissa Herrick, Paul Dom-

browksi with Joe Serrio (back), all three couples had just received licenses. 

A special photo album of just some of the same-sex couples who showed up at the Cook 
County clerk’s office on the first day that Cook County issued same-sex marriage licenses. All 
photos by Hal Baim except where otherwise indicated.

to see videos intervieWs 
With soMe of the Couples: /user/WindyCitytimes

http://www.youtube.com/user/windycitytimes
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MarriaGes from cover

BRAVE 
NEW 
MEDIA 
WORLD 

Before he was 30,  
CHRIS HUGHES helped  
start Facebook and  
transform presidential  
politics. Now he wants  
to save real journalism.

THE ROLAND QUEST LECTURE SERIES
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2014, 7:00 P.M., FRICK CENTER, FOUNDERS LOUNGE
190 PROSPECT AVENUE, ELMHURST, ILLINOIS

TICKETS $10 AT THE DOOR OR AT ELMHURST.EDU/TIX 

QUESTIONS? (630) 617-3390 OR VISIT WWW.ELMHURST.EDU
FOLLOW US ON:    FACEBOOK.COM/ELMCOL    TWITTER.COM/ELMHURSTCOLLEGE

Some couples drove from the far suburbs 
of Chicago—north, west and south—and one 
couple, Laura Meli and Marissa Meli, drove all 
the way from Champaign, where they are in law 
school. They have been together more than 
eight years, and Laura’s mom was with them to 
get their license.

Another couple to be married that afternoon 
was Theresa and Mercedes Santos-Volpe, who 
were plaintiffs in lawsuits that ultimately led 
to the Feb. 21 ruling. 

“These two have been suing me for years,” 
joked Orr, whose office has not defended it-
self against suits filed on behalf of same-sex 
couples wishing to marry. 

Judge James Snyder issued an order that al-
lowed Theresa and Mercedes to be married im-
mediately, without the requisite 24-hour wait-
ing period. Orr performed the ceremony as the 
press watched. 

“When we met one another, we didn’t have 
the words for it, but we knew we wanted to be 
married,” said Theresa. “When you meet some-
body and you know they’re truly your soulmate, 
you think, ‘That’s the person I want to spend 
the rest of my life with.’”

Christopher Clark of Lambda Legal said The-
resa and Mercedes helped “set us on the path 
of marriage equality.”

Chicagoans Jeff Woods and Tom Wray came in 
after work after hearing the news. They’d had a 
civil-union ceremony last year during IML (In-
ternational Mr. Leather).

“In some ways, it’s just a formality—but it’s 
a formality we welcome,” Woods said.

By late afternoon, county clerk officials were 
reminding couples in civil unions that if they 
chose to marry before June 1, they would not 
be able to have their marriage licenses date 
backdated to the day of their civil union.

“We’ve got so many anniversaries, it didn’t 
matter to us,” Woods said. “There’s no legal 
reason for us to need it backdated.” 

The ruling was issued by Judge Sharon Cole-
man, who previously ruled that couples where-
in partners were facing terminal illness could 
marry prior to the originally planned June start 
date. 

Camilla Taylor of Lambda Legal, one of the 
lawyers who argued the case, said, “Now, there 
will be no more delays. The court has decided 
on the side of equality and liberty.”

Ed Yohnka of ACLU Illinois, added, “We’re 
thrilled the judge has recognized the harm that 
was done by this delay. It’s going to be a happy 
day, and a happy week ahead.”

Both Taylor and Yohnka said they were hope-
ful the ruling would be applied in other coun-
ties as well.

Orr also said he hoped the other 101 county 
clerks would also honor this ruling, whether 
run by Democrats or Republicans.

“If were a lawyer advising other county 
clerks, I would tell them that this delay is in-
appropriate,” Taylor said.

“We’ve had a federal judge rule that the ban 
in unconstitutional,” added Yohnka. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel released a statement 
Feb. 21 praising the ruling. 

“Today a federal judge affirmed that love 
does not discriminate and that all gays and 
lesbians in Cook County should have the right 
to marry,” Emanuel said. “Chicago welcomes 
all couples to get married here to celebrate 
their love and to have the bonds of their fam-
ily acknowledged under law. I look forward to 
the day where every American enjoys the same 
freedom to marry, and when our country can 
provide equal rights to every man or woman—
gay or straight.”

Gov. Pat Quinn also stated on Feb. 21, “Many 
couples in Illinois have waited long enough 
for marriage equality, and today’s ruling means 
thousands of Illinois couples no longer have 
to wait. Our law is a victory for equal rights in 
America, and shows that citizens and lawmak-
ers can come together on issues of fairness and 
human rights.”

Information about obtaining a marriage li-
cense can be found at cookcountyclerk.com.

—Also contributing: tracy Baim

After obtaining their marriage license (above), cou-
ple Joe Serio (left) and Paul Dombrowski were wed 
the following day, Feb. 22, in a ceremony performed 
by rev. Laura McLeod. Above photo by Hal Baim; cer-
emony photos by tracy Katz Muhl and roger Anderson.

scenes from a wedding

http://www.elmhurst.edu/tix


GetCoveredIllinois.gov—the official online 
marketplace where Illinois residents, families 
and small business owners can get connected 
to health coverage options—reached 1 million 
unique visitors by mid-February, according to 
press releases. 

“The steadily building traffic we are seeing 
on GetCoveredIllinois.gov shows that people in 
Illinois are taking action to get covered, and 
we are building momentum into the home-
stretch,” Jennifer Koehler, executive direc-
tor for Get Covered Illinois said. “One million 
people have visited the site to get information 
about the affordable health coverage options 
that are available to people across Illinois.”

Since the website launched on Oct. 1, 2013, 
more than 439,000 visitors have used the 
screening tool on the site that directs visitors 
to either Healthcare.gov or ABE (Abe.Illinois.
gov)—the State of Illinois’ online application 
system where consumers can apply directly for 
Medicaid, nutrition and income assistance.

The Spanish-language version of the site, 
which launched Oct. 22, 2013, has received 
more than 19,000 visits and has had nearly 
5,000 visitors participate in the screening tool.

As of Jan. 31, 88,602 Illinois residents 
have selected a private health insurance plan 
through the federal website. In addition, more 
than 168,000 Illinois residents have enrolled 
in Medicaid under the ACA, bringing the total 
that have gained access to health coverage in 
the state to more than 256,000.

Digital promotions, including search adver-
tising and social media, are a key component 
of Get Covered Illinois’ marketing campaign. 
Since December, Get Covered Illinois’ Facebook 
followers have tripled to more than 5,000. Re-
cently, Get Covered Illinois announced a part-
nership with Onion Labs, the creative services 
division of The Onion. The partnership calls for 
The Onion to run ads on its website targeted to 
young adults between the ages of 21 and 34. 

As the March 31 enrollment deadline ap-
proaches, Get Covered Illinois is ramping up 
enrollment efforts to engage the uninsured 
across the state through a mix of traditional 
and non-traditional sources. Over the next six 
weeks, Get Covered Illinois will be reaching out 
to residents of all ages across the state through 
digital, radio and TV advertisements, and pro-
motions both online and at in-person events. 
Uninsured residents must enroll in a health in-
surance policy by March 15 to be covered on 
April 1.

Get Covered Illinois is urging health-care 
consumers to take advantage of the assistance 
that is being offered via the web, over the 
phone and in person through hundreds of com-
munity partners across the state:

—Visit its website at GetCoveredIllinois.gov 
(which includes a Spanish-language version);

—Call the Get Covered Illinois Help Desk at 
866-311-1119. Operators are available each 
day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.;  

—Meet in person with a specially trained 
“Navigator” who can help you understand your 
options and help you even enroll at one of 
the hundreds of partner sites across the state. 
There are more than 1,500 Navigators through-
out the state that can be located by visiting 
the website and entering your zip code or 
through the Help Desk. 

Get Covered Illinois also launched #GCISuc-
cess, a series of testimonial videos designed 
to make “health coverage personal.” The video 
series features the stories of real Illinois resi-
dents who have enrolled for health coverage 
with the help of Get Covered Illinois, and the 
stories of certified navigators across Illinois. 
Featured in the #GCISuccess series is the en-
rollment story of Carlos Gaytan, chef and owner 
of the Michelin star-rated Chicago restaurant, 
Mexique, and fourth runner up in the latest 
season of ‘Top Chef,’ Bravo’s Emmy award-win-
ning reality cooking competition show.

Get Covered Illinois has also partnered with 
CVS/pharmacy’s Project Health program to 
provide education and enrollment information 
about health coverage.

Interested persons can follow Get Covered 
Illinois on Facebook: facebook.com/coveredil-
linois and Twitter: @CoveredIllinois (#GetCov-
eredIllinois).
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Get Covered illinois works 
on aCa health-care sign-ups

police investigate 
fight at lakeview 
restaurant
By MAtt SiMOnette
 
Chicago Police Department is investigat-
ing an altercation that took place the early 
morning of Feb. 15 in the 3300 block of 
North Halsted Street.

Jeremiah Thomas, 33, of Chicago, was tak-
en to Thorek Memorial Hospital with a small 
laceration to the head after the incident, 
which occurred at Nookies Tree Restaurant, 
3334 N. Halsted St., at about 3:50 a.m. Ac-
cording to police, Thomas was hit with a 
condiment bottle. He said he also had a bro-
ken lip and a black eye.

Thomas was at the restaurant with friends 
after having been out on Halsted Street that 
night, and got into an argument with three 
patrons at another table. Thomas, who had 
been drinking, said he remembers little of 
the actual altercation. After the fight, the 
assailants quickly fled from the restaurant to 
their car, witnesses told police.

peller is interim 
Ceo of afC

In the wake of David Munar stepping down 
as CEO of the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 
Vice President of Policy John Peller will serve 
as AFC’s interim president/CEO as the board 
conducts a national search for a permanent 
leader.

Munar joined the AFC staff in 1991. During 
his AFC career, he served as policy director, 
vice president for policy and communication, 
senior vice president and, most recently, as 
president/CEO. He will lead Howard Brown 
Health Center this spring.

Peller joined AFC in 2005 as government 
relations director. Following a six-year tenure 
advancing AIDS-related policy in Springfield, 
he became AFC’s vice president of policy.

next Week:
WCt’s priMary
eleCtion Guide

http://www.lambdalegal.org/ilmarriagefaq
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Jose Luis Trinidad-Alcaraz has worked at Van Buren Gentlemen’s Salon since its 
opening on Dec. 1, 2011, and said he’s “lucky” to be part of the team at such 
a classy men’s salon.
 “I’m very proud of the excellent reviews that my clients have given me,” he 
said.
 In 2005, Trinidad-Alcaraz opened his own barber shop in Los Angeles.
 He was hired at Van Buren Gentleman’s Salon on the spot after a phone 
interview.
 Trinidad-Alcaraz works six days a week—12-7 p.m., during the week, and 
then five hours on Saturdays.
 “Each day at work for me is exciting and there are several best parts of my 
job,” he said. “One is getting to know my clients and forming a very special 
bond with them. Another is completely transforming the look of a client, 
receiving their complete trust and seeing the smile on their face when I finish 
my job. I also love interacting with my co-workers.”
 Trinidad-Alcaraz said it was very difficult to leave Mexico for the United 
States. “To arrive in a new country where I did not know anybody except my 
father and a couple of my brothers, and to have to learn a new language, [that] 
was very difficult.”
 He was instantly hooked on Chicago.
 “Nothing can beat summertime here when the whole city comes alive in such 
an amazing way. The city fits me and I fit the city,” Trinidad-Alcaraz said.

GAY in the
LIFE

Jose Luis Trinidad-Alcaraz
text By rOSS FOrMAn

Age
55

Neighborhood
Pilsen

Relationship status
“My spouse, Christopher, and I have a 
civil-union certificate [and] are anxious 
to convert it to a marriage license.” They 
met in 1988.

Job title
Barber at Van Buren Gentlemen’s Salon, 
235 W. Van Buren St.

Background
Born in Mexico, lived in Los Angeles for 
35 years, and has called Chicago home 
since the summer of 2011.

Favorite movie
The Color Purple

Green thumb
“I love gardening—it’s a lot of fun to 
grow vegetables, herbs, and all sorts of 
plants and flowers. Gardening can be kind 
of therapeutic because it helps me to 
relieve stress.”

Favorite TV shows
Shark Tank, Modern Family, Trophy Wife 
and Super Fun Night

Little-known fact
“I love to see the reaction of some 
of my clients when we are having a 
conversation while I cut and style 
their hair. I tell them that, besides 
being a licensed barber in Illinois and 
California, I have a degree in ornamental 
horticulture.”

WINDY CITY TIMES 
& CENTER ON HALSTED

A NEW LECTURE SERIES
PRESENTED BY

Sat., Mar. 1, 2014, 11am-1pm

LOURDES TORRES
Making Familia from Scratch: Towards a History of Latina 
Lesbian Organizing in Chicago
Lourdes Torres is Professor of Latin American and Latino Studies at DePaul University. 
Since the scholarship that exists on lesbian organizing in the Midwest neglects to 
engage with the history of Latina lesbian organizing, this project constitutes an effort 

to name Latina lesbians as agents of change and active subjects of a multiracial history of grassroots 
organizing. Torres writes: “I explore the history of two organizations in Chicago—Amigas Latinas and 
LLENA. I discuss the efforts of the organizations to create Latina lesbian visibility in both the ‘Latino’ 
and ‘lesbian’ social and political cultures of Chicago, and their successful and unsuccessful efforts 
to negotiate divergent national and ethnic histories, class and linguistic differences, and the diverse 
political stances of their membership.”

Sat., 4/5/14  

Anne Balay
Steel Closets: Gay, Lesbian, and 
Transgender Steelworkers

Sat., 5/3/14  

Timothy Stewart-Winter
From Civil Rights to Gay Rights 
in Chicago

$25 per lecture

https://community.centeronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity

Lavender University is a 9-month 
lecture series featuring top academic 

and activist LGBTQs working on a wide 
range of research and interests. It is 
sponsored by Windy City Times and 

Center on Halsted.
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NeXt lecture

Top 40? Disco? Swing? Rock? Showtunes? What do you 

want your wedding to sound like? With star vocal talent, 

a state of the art sound system and a DJ/Turntablist, 

The Becca Kaufman Orchestra offers an energetic, 

versatile live music experience like no other. Whether it’s 

a solo pianist or a 20-piece orchestra, 

BKO will make sure your wedding sounds like you!

Visit www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com and www.BeatMixMusic.com 

or call 847.892.4150 to hear the sounds of your next event. 

http://www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBt Consumer index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, research 
Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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VIEWPOINT

Marriage equality:
protecting
our friends
On Nov. 5, 2013, the Illinois House voted, by a 
narrow margin, to create marriage equality in 
our state. The vote came after months of lob-
bying by tens of thousands of our supporters, a 
huge ad campaign, and the largest LGBT-rights 
event in Springfield, Ill., ever: the March on 
Springfield for Marriage Equality. Last week, 
Lambda Legal and the ACLU of Illinois added 
a court victory to our legislative win, and mar-
riage equality is now reality in Cook County—
three and a half months early.
 The Nov. 5 vote was tough for some legis-
lators. For some, their vote ran contrary to 
their religious upbringing. In other districts, 
loud and vocal opposition came from a minor-
ity of constituents. In others, wealthy con-
stituents threatened to finance more extreme 
candidates. In the end, 61 representatives—58 
Democrats and three Republicans—voted in fa-
vor of equality, one more than we needed.
 Last year, we told our friends that if they 

voted for equality, we would have their backs.
 Next month, some of our supporters face 
tough primary campaigns. Illinois primary elec-
tions have historically low turnout—in 2010 
just 23 percent of the Illinois registered voters 
cast a primary ballot. Low voter turnout puts 
candidates at risk and a few of our supporters 
are in danger, some because of their vote for 
equality.
 We owe it to them—and to millions of LGBT 
people across the USA who will count on con-
fident “yes” votes by our allies for years to 
come—to make sure that nobody in Illinois 
loses his or her seat because they voted in fa-
vor of marriage equality. 
 Volunteers from the Human Rights Campaign, 
Illinois Unites for Marriage, the March on 
Springfield for Marriage Equality and other co-
alition groups created the Protect Our Friends 
Project. In the spirit of the grassroots work 
that won us marriage equality, our campaign 
has a simple objective: calling constituents in 
select districts to identify supporters for Get 
Out The Vote campaigns.
 This work is simple, effective, and—surpris-
ingly—not often financially or logistically pos-
sible during primaries for in-state Assembly 
offices. We will work on several candidates at 
once, have a direct impact on candidate suc-
cess, and send a very clear message: We Have 
Your Back.
 The Protect Our Friends Project is already un-
derway. Partial funding has already been raised 
and volunteers are already beginning to staff 
the phone banks. Equality Illinois has agreed 
to host the project in their downtown Chicago 

offices and the Equality Illinois PAC is the fis-
cal agent. Candidates will be EI-endorsed, are 
Democrats and Republicans, male and female, 
include African-American and Latino support-
ers, and all voted “yes” on SB10. 
 To stabilize the marriage equality victory in 
Illinois, and send a clear message to the rest of 
the country watching us, we need your help:
 
Donate … today.
 We have a short window—just two weeks—to 
raise the rest of the Project’s money. EI estab-
lished a dedicated PayPal link to let us segre-
gate Project funds. Donations of $100, $250, 
$500 or more are needed right away (campaign 
contributions are not tax deductible). The link 
is www.EqilPAC.org/protectourfriends.html.

Volunteer
 We need phone bank volunteers. Go to Equal-
ityIllinois.org, click “Volunteer” and select 
phone banking. Put “Protect Our Friends Proj-
ect” in one of the fields.

The fight for marriage equality didn’t end with 
the vote Nov. 5. Let’s show our friends that we 
appreciate their vote, and let the rest of the 
country know that in Illinois we Protect Our 
Friends.
 Kevin Boyer is the co-chair of the March on 
Springfield for Marriage equality.
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MoMbian
‘jacob’s new
dress’ adds to
growing genre
A new picture book by Sarah and Ian Hoffman, 
Jacob’s New Dress (Albert Whitman, 2014), is 
a welcome addition to the small but growing 
number of books for and about young gender 
nonconforming and transgender children.

The authors, a wife and husband who have 
a gender nonconforming child themselves, tell 
the story of a young boy who first wants to 
wear a dress and be a princess during dress-
up time in school. He later wants to wear a 
dress to school as his regular outfit. Despite 
the teasing of one classmate, he finds support 
in his parents, teacher, and a friend. Energetic 
illustrations by Chris Case enliven the warmly 
told tale.

The book invites comparisons to Marcus Ew-
ert’s 10,000 Dresses (2009) and Cheryl Kiloda-
vis’ My Princess Boy (2010), which also show 
children who are viewed as boys but want to 
wear dresses. Each book takes a somewhat dif-
ferent approach, however.

In 10,000 Dresses, a child named Bailey 
dreams of having beautiful, magical dresses. 
“Boys don’t wear dresses,” Bailey’s mother, 
father, and brother respond. Ultimately, Bailey 
finds comfort in a new friend who shares the 
same fashion love. Despite the happy outcome, 
the negativity of the family bothers me, even 
if it unfortunately reflects some real families. 
Parents reading the book with their children 
should be prepared to discuss why Bailey’s 
family might have responded as they did. (Ew-
ert told me in an interview in 2009 that he 

envisions Bailey’s parents eventually coming 
around—so that’s one angle for conversation.)

In Jacob’s New Dress, however, Jacob’s par-
ents (and teacher) are much more supportive of 
his desire to wear dresses, perhaps reflecting a 
growing awareness and acceptance of gender 
nonconforming children even in the few short 
years since 10,000 Dresses. The one classmate 
who teases Jacob seems realistic, alas—but so 
do the many more who support him.

Another difference between the books is that 
Bailey is clearly transgender, stating, “I don’t 
feel like a boy.” Jacob expresses no such senti-
ment. Jacob’s mom even tells him, “There are 
all sorts of ways to be a boy”—a reassuring 
statement if he indeed identifies as one, but 
leaving no space for the possibility that he 
doesn’t. That’s less a criticism than a heads-up 
so that families can seek out either or both 
books as feels right for them.

My Princess Boy is more similar to Jacob’s 
New Dress in that the child in question is a 
gender nonconforming boy, not a transgen-
der girl. My Princess Boy, however, is more 
of an extended poem by a parent about her/
his child, a series of scenes from the child’s 
life with little plot (and oddly faceless draw-
ings). Jacob’s New Dress and 10,000 Dresses, in 
contrast, are told from the child’s perspective 
and have a more traditional story arc, with sus-
pense building over whether Jacob and Bailey 
will indeed find ways to dress as they wish. As 
a gentle poem of love about a gender noncon-
forming child, My Princess Boy has merit, but 
may not engage children in the way the other 
books do.

Two other related recent picture books are 
the colorful, fantastical tales by S. Bear Berg-
man. Backwards Day (2012) tells of the planet 
Tenalp, where a child named Andrea waits ea-
gerly every year for the day when girls turn into 
boys and vice versa. One year, however, Andrea 
doesn’t change—until the next day, when she, 
now he, doesn’t change back. His parents take 
him to consult with the Backwardologists, who 
help the family understand what’s happening.

The Adventures of Tulip, Birthday Wish Fairy 
(2012) follows the eponymous character who 

grants wishes to all the nine-year-olds in North 
America. When Tulip encounters a child named 
David who wishes to live as Daniela, a request 
he’s never had before, he asks the Wish Fairy 
Captain for advice.

Both stories are told with humor and whimsy 
as well as understanding and compassion. Tulip 
seems to me a little wordy for the picture-book 
age range, while at the same time, nine-year-
olds are mostly beyond picture books, but that 
may depend on the particular child reading it.

A simpler and slightly older picture book 
about gender nonconformity is Andrea U’ren’s 
Pugdog (2001), about a dog whose owner 
thinks he is male—only to find out from the 
vet that Pugdog is biologically female. The 
owner then tries to “feminize” Pugdog with 
a grooming makeover and ribbons in lieu of 
a spiked collar—but Pugdog reverts to romp-
ing and mud-rolling and the owner realizes his 
mistake. The book is now unfortunately out of 
print, but available in limited quantity through 
online booksellers. Some local libraries may 
also have it.

Even older is Munro Leaf’s 1936 classic The 
Story of Ferdinand, which tells of a peace-lov-
ing, flower-sniffing bull. The gender message 
is much more subtle—it is a story about non-
violence as much as gender—but it proves that 
children’s books showing gender nonconformi-
ty have a longer history than we might think.

We still need more such books, showing 
gender nonconforming and transgender chil-
dren across the spectrum as they encounter 
the challenges and delights of today’s world 
and explore the many ways of expressing gen-
der that go beyond just wearing a dress (or 
not). Even cisgender kids who mostly conform 
to one gender will likely benefit from knowing 
that the bounds of gender are not as restrictive 
as might appear. Jacob’s New Dress seems the 
most positive, engaging, and straightforward 
of the recent lot—but each book, like each 
child, adds its own perspective to the whole.

Dana rudolph is the founder and publisher 
of Mombian (mombian.com), an award-win-
ning blog and resource directory for LGBt 
parents.

DANA
RUDOLPH



By SCOtt C. MOrGAn

Out director Gary Griffin finds it a bit odd when 
people ask if he’s feeling overwhelmed at di-
recting two works co-created by out composer/
lyricist Stephen Sondheim back-to-back for 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater.

“To me, it feels very great because I’m still 
home at my home theater,” said Griffin, who 
is Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s associate ar-
tistic director and happy to have an extended 
work stay in his hometown concentrating on 
the 1959 Broadway musical Gypsy and the 2008 
off-Broadway musical Road Show. Being in one 
spot, rather than immediately jetting off to 
other theaters for his next project, has meant 
that Griffin has had the luxury of more time for 
both shows in rehearsals and some interesting 
context overlaps.

“One thing I realized when I looked at both 
pieces is how much they have in common. 
These shows are about the American character, 
about very colorful show business-type worlds 
and how people hear notions of the American 
dream and how they pursue those,” said Griffin, 
adding that both shows also feature mothers 
who shower their love and attention on one of 
their kids while neglecting the other. “These 
shows are very much about families, so it’s a 
fascinating thing to put them together to see 
how they speak to each other.”

When Windy City Times spoke with Griffin, 
Gypsy had recently opened to rave reviews, 
particularly for its Canadian star Louise Pitre 
(Mamma Mia!) as the indomitable stage mother 
Madame Rose. Griffin had already shifted focus 
from Sondheim’s earlier work co-created with 
playwright Arthur Laurents and composer Jule 
Styne to Road Show, Sondheim’s most recent 
(and the one with perhaps the lengthiest and 
most troubled gestation) with playwright John 

Weidman based upon the real-life ambitious 
and scheming brothers Addison and Wilson 
Mizner, whose fame and notoriety were at their 
height in the early 20th century.

Now if Road Show sounds slightly familiar to 
long-time Chicago theatergoers, it’s because 
it is the final version of Sondheim and Weid-
man’s earlier show, Bounce, which opened at 
the Goodman Theatre in 2003 before journey-
ing to the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. 
Despite having Harold Prince—Sondheim’s 
most significant directorial collaborator from 
the 1970s on shows like Sweeney Todd, Com-
pany, Follies and A Little Night Music—aboard, 
Bounce never made it to Broadway.

Sondheim and Weidman went back to work on 
the piece, eventually finalizing Bounce as Road 
Show, which played off-Broadway at New York’s 
Public Theater in a production by director John 
Doyle that also journeyed to London’s Menier 
Chocolate Factory. Though Road Show hasn’t 
found rapturous acclaim and massive success 
thus far, Griffin feels that audiences and critics 
just need time to catch up to the piece.

“We don’t see the problem. This all seems to 
work very well,” Griffin said, commenting on 
some of the responses from his actors in the 
Road Show rehearsal room. “I think that’s a 
reflection of where the piece is now. If you look 
at a lot of Sondheim shows, it has taken time 
for them to be embraced more fully. Take five 
years after [Sondheim and George Furth’s] Mer-
rily We Roll Along came out, people were still 
calling it this massive failure. Well over time, 
what is moving and exciting about that show 
has evolved.”

Notably for LGBT audiences, Road Show fea-
tures the first Sondheim love duet between two 
men. The song “The Best Thing That Ever Has 
Happened” sung in Bounce for Wilson Mizner 
and his wife has been shifted to Addison 

Mizner and his younger lover, Hollis Bessemer, 
in Road Show.

For Griffin, staging Road Show and Gypsy so 
close together in two contrasting-sized the-
ater has been a joy. He’s enjoyed the blend 
of intimacy and grandeur of exploring Gypsy 
in Chicago Shakespeare’s Courtyard Theatre, 
and now the immediacy of Road Show in the 
building’s Upstairs Theater studio space (where 
Griffin has previously staged award-winning 
production of Sondheim musicals like Pacific 
Overtures and Sunday in the Park with George).

And musical-theater fanatics should be on 
the lookout, since Griffin said that Sondheim 
and Weidman are slated to come and see both 
shows at Chicago Shakespeare Theater at some 
point during their overlapping runs.

“We’re planning their arrival early in the pre-
view process for Road Show, so they can see 
it and offer feedback and be involved in the 
process,“ Griffin said, adding that he isn’t too 
nervous about a Sondheim visit because “he’s 
wonderful and supportive.”

Once Griffin finishes up with Road Show, one 
upcoming project is directing Shakespeare’s 
Anthony and Cleopatra for the Stratford Festi-
val in Canada. Also on the horizon is an eagerly 

anticipated Broadway production of the Jason 
Robert Brown musical adaptation of the film 
Honeymoon in Vegas, which received glowing 
reviews when it played regionally at New Jer-
sey’s Paper Mill Playhouse last year.

“We’ll see what happens in New York,” Griffin 
said about Honeymoon in Vegas. “We’ll go in 
when the right theater is ready.”

Gypsy continues through Sunday, March 
23, in the Courtyard theater space of Chica-
go Shakespeare theater. Performances times 
are 7:30 p.m. tuesdays through Fridays, 3 
and 8 p.m. Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays (also 
6:30 p.m. March 1) with 1 p.m. matinees 
Wednesdays. tickets are $58-$88. road 
Show runs from thursday, March 13, through 
Sunday, May 4, in the Upstairs theater space 
of Chicago Shakespeare theater. 

Performance times vary, but are largely 
7:30 p.m. tuesdays through Fridays, 3 and 
8 p.m. Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays (with ex-
tra 6:30 p.m. shows select Sundays with 1 
p.m. matinees select Wednesdays). tickets 
are $40-$68. All performances at navy Pier, 
800 e. Grand Ave. Call 312-595-5600 or vis-
it www.chicagoshakes.com.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

A man tells his male partner he’s fallen in love with a woman in the theatrical production Cock. See page 14.  
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Sondheim times two

From left: Gary Griffin, Stephen Sondheim and Barbara Gaines. Photo by Michael Litchfield
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THEATER REVIEW

Cock
Playwright: Michael Bartlett 
At: Profiles theatre at the 
Main Stage, 4139 n. Broadway 
tickets: 773-549-1815; 
www.profilestheatre.org; $20-$40 
runs through: April 6

By MAry SHen BArniDGe

The moment we see Katie Bell-Springmann’s 
scenic design, with its arena seating, referee’s 
bell and woodchip-coated floor, we guess that 
the play’s title refers to a cockfight. Then, 
when the first characters to enter are a pair 
of squabbling gay males who circle each other 
like wrestlers—or fighting roosters—we detect 
a pun there, too. Actually, Michael Bartlett’s 
premise, though it adds new dimensions to the 
phrase “thinking with your dick,” is founded on 
a hypothesis he believes to be so shockingly 
complex that it must be dressed up in high-
concept spectacle. 
 After seven years together, twentysomething 
John announces to his corporate-exec lover 
(whom the playwright only identifies as “M”) 
that he’s fallen in love with somebody else, 
and that the new object of his affections is a 
woman—specifically, a divorced teacher named 
“W” whom he befriended en route to their re-
spective jobs, one thing leading to the Other 
Thing. M responds in typically British fashion 
by proposing a dinner party at which John will 
announce which way he intends to swing. Ah, 
but John can’t make up his mind, the sheer 
finality of a decision only contributing to his 
ambivalence. M’s gruff old F (for father) joining 

the fray doesn’t help, either. 
 More than a half-century ago, Kinsey declared 
sexual orientation to be a continuum, but our 
society still prefers binary divisions. M’s preter-
naturally accepting dad argues that men who 
claim to love other men should shun heterosex-
ual attractions and instead embrace their hard-
won freedom, to which John protests that the 
senior citizen’s generation of peace and love, 
more than anyone, should understand that “it’s 
not what you sleep with, but who!” 
 This is obviously a topic for lengthier discus-
sion than can be afforded by the 75 minutes of 
Profiles Theatre’s production. Fortunately, Dar-
rell W. Cox has drilled his four actors to olym-
pic-level physical and verbal agility, so that 
even when the dialogue flies at blizzard den-
sity, there’s never a misstep or mumble. This is 
important, since major sex scenes are rendered 
exclusively in spoken-word discourse, keeping 
with the absence of realistic props. The cast is 
uniformly excellent, but look for this to be a 
breakout play for Jake Szczepaniak, whose M 
projects a manic excitability bordering on hys-
teria, his voice shooting up into falsetto range 
under duress in a manner eliciting our sympa-
thy even as it explains John’s fancy straying 
toward more placid company. 

THEATER REVIEW

Russian Transport
Playwright: erika Sheffer 
At: Steppenwolf theatre Company, 
1650 n. Halsted St. 
tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $20-$78 
runs through: May 11    

By MAry SHen BArniDGe

Behind every immigration lies secrets. Our na-
tion may promise the tired, poor and home-
less a fresh start, but folks rarely abandon the 
mother country without good reason, and the 
circumstances leading to their departure often 
involve decisions they would rather hide from 
their new neighbors. 
 The family now comfortably settled in a gaud-
ily decorated (the living-room carpet could be 
a remnant from a hotel lobby) two-story Brook-
lyn bungalow fled Soviet Russia 15 years ear-
lier. Papa Misha runs a car service, Mama Diana 
works at a bakery. Their teenage children, Alex 
and Mira, attend school and help out at Dad’s 
company. Alex also works at a Verizon store, 
handing over his wages to Mom, while Mira 
dreams of adventures beyond her strict parents’ 
purview. This domesticity does not extend to 
newly arrived Boris, who conducts his busi-
ness according to old-world rules—a business 
involving criminal activity so morally reprehen-
sible that no well-meaning slogans regarding 
“cultural diversity” can render it acceptable. 
 The value of Erika Sheffer’s play is its meticu-

lous dissection of the ease with which osten-
sibly respectable people justify providing for 
their own at the expense of others, and the ori-
gins of many an American success story in the 
exploitation of innocents. The suave Boris is 
skillful at recruiting, offering his nephew and 
niece first a sympathetic ear, then the prospect 
of lucrative rewards for minor risks, and finally, 
threats of violence and/or humiliation (for 
adolescents, even mild infractions can take 
on weight when threatened with exposure). 
We can guess at why Boris hires Alex to drive 
young female “models” from the airport to a 
remote location west of the Hudson, but the 
tone of voice when the boy’s employer speaks 
of “job training” forces us to re-evaluate the 
entire clan dynamic. 
 Spending more than two hours contemplating 
the full spectrum of a topic we are accustomed 
to confronting only briefly on, say, Law and 
Order: SVU is not an attractive proposition for 
audiences, but director Yasen Peyankov has 
instructed Alan Wilder and Mariann Mayberry 
to lend Misha and Diana’s marital bickering an 
unexaggerated affection and Tim Hopper to 
likewise resist action-movie clichés in his por-
trayal of Boris, reflecting the placid mask that 
ultimately conceals dark deeds at sufficient 
distance. Lingering in our memories, however, 
are Melanie Neilan, playing all the naive little 
sisters menaced by seductive predators, and 
Aaron Himelstein, representing all the loyal 
elder brothers who must choose between pro-
tecting them or embracing their abuse.

OPERA REVIEW

Rusalka
Composer: Antonin Dvorak; 
Libretto: Jaroslav Kvapil
At: Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
20 n. Wacker Drive 
tickets: 312-332-2244 ext. 5600 or 
www.lyricopera.org; $69-$299
runs through: March 16

By SCOtt C. MOrGAn

Out director Sir David McVicar has outdone 
himself yet again with the Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago’s new production of Dvorak’s dark fairy 
tale Rusalka, which is truly ravishing musi-
cally and dramatically from start to finish.

McVicar begins this Czech variation of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s The Little Mermaid 
with a drunken prince harboring a death 
wish as he dreams up the fairy tale of Rusal-
ka in front of an oversize romantic landscape 
painting. Although McVicar’s approach is to 
keep the Dvorak opera firmly within the late 
19th century, he smartly matches Rusalka’s 
fatalistic storyline by also highlighting the 
crises of its era.

For instance, rapid industrialization is 
shown to have caused environmental de-
struction, reflected in set designer John Mac-
farlane concrete-and-brick dam that has re-
duced the once-thriving lake to a puddle of a 
pond. And the collapse of so many European 
monarchies amid the last florid gasps of Ro-
manticism is foreshadowed in the tatty royal 
regalia by costume designer Moritz Junge for 
both the Water Goblin and later the mentally 
anguished Prince. Rather than getting in the 
way of the story, McVicar’s contextual com-
mentary on Rusalka only strengthens it and 
ratchets up the tragedy.

Not only is the Lyric’s Rusalka musically 
exquisite under the guiding baton of Sir An-
drew Davis, the lushly romantic Dvorak score 
is made theatrically compelling by a hard-
working cast of singers and dancers who 
go all out to execute the difficult staging 
demands of McVicar and out choreographer 
Andrew George. Many of the singers sing out 
masterfully while lying prone or executing 
slithery movements, while the dancers shift 
with ease from rambunctiously stomping 
woodland spirits to overly refined 19th-cen-

tury romantic ballet dancers.
Soprano Ana Maria Martinez is heartbreak-

ing as the title water nymph who gives up 
everything to become a mortal so she can 
pursue the love of an unfaithful Prince (a 
handsome and conflicted Brandon Jovanov-
ich). Bass-baritone Eric Owens conveys the 
angry anguish of Vodnik the water goblin, 
while mezzo-soprano Ekaterina Gubanova 
is beautifully haughty and imperious as the 
manipulative Foreign Princess.

Some very welcome humor (and a booming 
mezzo-soprano sound) comes from Jill Grove 
as the earthy witch Jezibaba (and her trio 
of hopping raven henchmen are a wonder-
ful touch). Also a lot of fun are the uncle-
nephew team of bass-baritone Philip Horst 
as the Gamekeeper and mezzo-soprano Dan-
iela Mack as the gossipy Kitchen Boy.

Also quite lovely (though dramatically 
superfluous in Act III) is the trio of wood 
nymphs sung with such childish abandon by 
Lauren Snouffer, J’Nai Bridges and Cynthia 
Hanna.

Rusalka is definitely another jewel in the 
crown of McVicar’s directing triumphs for the 
Lyric. Buy your tickets now, because word of 
mouth about this glorious production should 
make it a sell-out.

eric Owens and Ana Maria Martinez in 
rusalka. Photo by todd rosenberg

CRITICS’ PICKS
 Chicago’s Golden Soul, Black Ensemble 
Theater, through March 29. Walter Jack-
son may have sung “Welcome Home” as a 
sweetheart song in 1965, but the refrain 
takes on a whole new meaning in 2014 
alongside returning war veterans. MSB
 the Playboy of the Western World, Ra-
ven Theatre, through April 6. A “playboy” 
in 1907 was a con artist, not a lothario, 
but the girls still love a bad boy, especially 
when played by the charming and athletic 
Sam Hubbard in this lively production of 
J.M. Synge’s venerable Irish classic. MSB
 rose and the rime, The House Theatre 
of Chicago at Chopin Theatre, through 
March 23. Want the best fairy tales? Go to 
The House. You won’t see the final twist 
coming in this tale of a town beset by 
endless winter (not Chicago). The meta-
theatrical means charm rather than dis-
tract and there’s a great witch! JA
 Sons of the Prophet, American Theater 
Company, through March 9. A lot of tragic 
things happen in Stephen Karam’s Pulitzer 
finalist drama about two gay brothers who 
lose their father. But thankfully there are 
also lots of laughs (both awkward and poi-
gnant) to make this finely cast sad tale a 
very enjoyable one, too. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

From left: eleni Pappageorge, Christopher Sheard, Jake Szczepaniak and Larry neumann Jr. in 
Cock. Photo by Michael Brosilow

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Go to LakesidePride.org

MEDIA 
SPONSORS

SEASON
2014 Spring

RESIDENT
PARTNER

Hear The Duke! The Count! 
The King! And The High 
Priest of Bop!  Experience 
the immortal musicians in the 
prestigious pantheon of jazz 
royalty Works by Ellington, 
Basie, Goodman, and Davis.
Let the good times roll!

Advance Tickets: 
 $25 
Day-of Tickets: 
 $35   
$12 seniors/students

Champagne Showcase:
A TOAST TO JAZZ ROYALTY

LAKESIDE 
PRIDE MUSIC 
ENSEMBLES

Center on 
Halsted
3656 N Halsted St
Chicago

Sat | March 8  
6:30 Reception
7:30 Concert

http://www.lakesidepride.org
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THEATER REVIEW

Buzzer
Playwright: tracey Scott Wilson
At: Goodman theatre, 170 n. Dearborn St.
tickets: 312-443-3800; 
www.Goodmantheatre.org/Buzzer; $10-$40
runs through: March 9

By JOnAtHAn ABArBAneL

Buzzer, in its Chicago premiere, has been posi-
tioned as a controversial play about race, but I 
see it differently. I think it’s about a caveman 
marking his territory. He’s the improved, intel-
ligent Cro-Magnon caveman staking his claim 
on Neanderthal turf, but he’s part Neanderthal 
himself and the animal in him overtakes the 
thinking man, bit by bit.
 The context is a hard ghetto neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Jackson grew up there but used 
his smarts to get out and carry him through 
Harvard Law School. Now with a high-paying 
job, he’s moving back as the ‘hood verges on 
gentrification. He buys a large rehabbed apart-
ment in a grand old building and moves in with 
girlfriend Suzy and his best bud, Don, a recov-
ered substance abuser. Jackson is Black; Suzy 
and Don are white.
 Complications soon arise both inside the 
apartment and outside. Inside, Suzy and Don 
have a one-off which is telegraphed from the 
early minutes of the play. They lie to Jackson 
to cover their tracks. Outside, Suzy is sub-
jected to aggressive sexual taunts from the lo-
cals. Jackson decides to intervene which leads 
to arguments with Don and Suzy, arguments 
made more convoluted by the lies. Inevitably 
and predictably, the entangled passions end in 
violence both inside and outside. The looming 
question as the conflict grows is which of the 
three will wind up dead?
 However, Buzzer is a comedy, albeit a serious 
one, and all survive. Indeed, there actually is 
no resolution to the street action or the rela-
tionships although Don is moving out as the 
play ends, and Suzy has reconfirmed her com-
mitment to Jackson. But, clearly, something 
has changed. Don’s lie damages his long and 
caring relationship with Jackson, and Jackson 
himself seems to know the unspoken truth. 
More than once Don says, “No secrets. Secrets 
are bad!” and he proves to be correct.
 Certainly there are racial connotations here 
which are rather baldly delineated. Don and 
Suzy speak plainly of “white privilege” and 
empowerment, even as Jackson is the upward-
ly-mobile money-maker. What is not openly 
discussed are Black-on-Black violence and 
economic warfare as Jackson—who admits to 
being a gentrifier—quite literally descends to 
street level and street tactics in order to deal 
with the physical problem outside the building 
and to release the emotional tensions building 
up inside.
 In an anomaly at the Goodman Theatre, lead 
actors Shane Kenyon (Don) and Erik Lynch 
(Jackson) are non-Equity (probably not for 
long). Their detailed and convincing work 

demonstrates the formidable depth of Chicago 
acting talent. Lee Stark (Suzy) equals their 
fervor and commitment. Under skilled veteran 
director Jessica Thebus, they drive through the 
play’s several improbabilities to bring out its 
ample intelligence.
 

 If you still haven’t seen the longest-running American musical 
in Broadway history, then now’s your chance to catch up with 
the returning tour of the award-winning 1996 revival of Chi-
cago. This 1975 vaudevillian-style show co-created by songwrit-
ers John Kander and Fred Ebb and director/choreographer Bob 
Fosse brilliantly celebrates and criticizes our fascination with 
crime and celebrity. And speaking of celebrities, Seinfeld star 
John O’Hurley returns for this engagement as the slick lawyer 
Billy Flynn. Chicago continues through Sunday, March 2, at the 
Bank of America Theatre, 18 W. Monroe St. Performances are 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, Feb. 26 to 28, 2 and 
8 p.m. Saturday, March 1, and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday, March 
2. Tickets are $30-$95; visit www.brownpaperbox.org for more 
information. Photo of O’Hurley courtesy of Margie Korshak, Inc.

SPOTLIGHTFrom left:
Lee Stark, 
eric Lynch 
and Shane 
Kenyon in
Buzzer.
Photo by
Liz
Lauren

OPENS THIS WEEKEND!
SAVE $10* WITH CODE WINDYCITY
ONLINE AuditoriumTheatre.org
PHONE 800.982.ARTS (2787)
BOX OFFICE 50 E. Congress Pkwy
GROUPS (10+) 312.341.2357

#TheAud  |  

*O� er valid on price levels 2–4 only. Not valid on previously purchased tickets. Restrictions apply. 
Antonio Douthit-Boyd. Photo by Andrew Eccles.

O�  cial Hotel PartnerStudent Matinee 
Series Sponsor

Student Matinee 
Series Sponsor

Robert Battle, Artistic Director Masazumi Chaya, Associate Artistic Director

FEB 28 – MAR 9

Opening Night 
Sponsor

10 GREAT PERFORMANCES AT AILEY’S HOME IN CHICAGO!

http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org


The Oscars (aka
the gay men’s
national holiday)
In last year’s column ruminating on the gay 
men’s national holiday—otherwise known as 
the annual Academy Awards—I complained 
that the show didn’t have nearly enough queer 
content. To me, there weren’t enough queer-
themed movies being honored, enough gay 
actors and filmmakers amongst the nominated 
(were there any?) and certainly the host and 
his not very funny hijinks weren’t queer enough 
to satisfy my queer-centric way of thinking. 

All in all, there just wasn’t enough queer 
content (no matter how many gay fashion de-

signers’ couture gowns were on vivid display).
This year promises to be different—well, 

maybe a little different, at any rate. The first 
big indicator of that, of course, is the return 
of the world’s most renowned lesbian aka Ellen 
DeGeneres as host. DeGeneres has taken the 
Oscar emcee gig before and ably comported 
herself, which bodes well for the show. Openly 
gay producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron are 
to be congratulated for bringing back DeGe-
neres and nixing the return of Seth McFarlane, 
whose mean-spirited wisecracks mostly landed 
with a thud and whose wilted routines (that 
“song-and-dance” number!) revealed the es-
sence of the man: a former nerd-turned-pow-
erbroker with lots of score-settling foremost in 
his mind.

So, hiring DeGeneres gets my hopes for this 
year’s ceremony off to a good start. And the 
inclusion of the announced tribute to The Wiz-
ard of Oz, which is celebrating its 75th year 
(along with Gone with the Wind and a host of 
other 1939 classics), could not make the hearts 
of elderly gay men (hello, my fellow Friends 
of Dorothy), showtune fans of Wicked and fel-
low Oz maniacs any happier. It also might help 
to erase the memory of the bizarre, mistimed 
tribute last year to the movie musical Chicago, 
which seemed to be included for two reasons: 
1) Zadan and Meron produced it and 2) Zadan 
and Meron wanted it included.*

Speaking of musicals, and Wicked in par-
ticular, it also warms my gay little heart that 
Frozen—Disney’s latest original animated 
song-and-dance spectacle—is sure to take the 
Best Song Oscar (this one deserved) for “Let It 
Go,” sung in the film and performed at the cer-
emonies by a gay icon in the making: Wicked’s 
own Idina Menzel. “Let It Go,” a rousing call 
to arms for anyone facing personal obstacles 
if there ever was one (hello, my unfortunate 
closet-trapped queers), is sure to become a 
staple of gay cabarets nationwide (if it hasn’t 
already), and its performance at the Oscars is 
a much-anticipated highlight (unlike the bare-
bones performance by Madonna of that leaden, 
bare-ones ballad from Evita—$5 to anyone 
who can hum more than two bars of it).

Since I’m thinking about gay piano bars and 
showtunes, I am also feeling optimistic that 
Zadan and Meron, who have produced a slew of 
musicals for TV (along with the Oscar-winning 
Chicago—oh, did I mention that already?)* 
will be smart enough to capitalize on the Best 
Documentary nomination for 20 Feet from Star-
dom, the glorious film about many of the leg-
endary backup singers for the likes of the leg-
endary Bette Midler, the Rolling Stones, et al. 
What could be more entertaining than having 
this line-up perform a medley of previous Oscar 
song winners? Maybe with Pink (who is also 
announced as appearing)? Well, one can dream 
(and produce the show in one’s mind, hello, my 
fellow fantasy Oscar show producers—let’s do 
lattes and omelets soon as we talk it over!). 

Back to what is set in stone: a slew of nomi-
nations for bona fide, can’t disguise the fact 

that these movies are flush with queer themes 
and characters. Okay, okay, there’s only one: 
Dallas Buyers Club—but it’s really, really gay. 
This means, naturally, that it focuses on one of 
the most tremendously difficult periods in the 
long, incredibly difficult history of Our People 
(in this case, the height of the AIDS scourge, 
back in the late ‘80s when the plague was at 
the height). It also focuses on a guy who was 
a homophobe until he contracted HIV. But 
it does have six nominations and has maybe 
helped open a few eyes to areas of our painful 
past that the mainstream culture never knows 
(or cares) much about, it seems.

What’s better is that both nominees, Matthew 
McConaughey and Jared Leto, are still looking 
like they’ll be in the winner’s circle for Best 
Actor and Best Supporting Actor, respectively 
(although Leo DiCaprio and company, The Wolf 
of Wall Street boys, are making a very pushy 
last-minute attempt to sneak up the inside 
lane as we go into the final stretch). As for The 
Wolf of Wall Street, has anyone else mentioned 
that Jonah Hill—yup, nominated again—plays 
a closeted gay man in the film? Will he men-
tion it in his speech should he beat all the 
oddsmakers and take Oscar gold (over Leto)?

You can bet that Sean Mahon—who played 
the real-life character Michael/Anthony, the 
long lost gay son of Judi Dench in Philome-
na—would have had he have gotten the Oscar 
nod (and isn’t that have been a bittersweet 
moment to contemplate?). Or there was Dench 
herself, for that matter (although I don’t think 
Dench has much of a chance in a race that has 
Cate Blanchett in Blue Jasmine as the leading 
contender—although the contest has become 
very tight in light of what’s going on with Blue 
Jasmine director Woody Allen).

Speaking of actors—look at all the openly 
queer actors amongst the nominees this year! 
Okay, okay, I can not only dream about produc-
ing the show, but I can also populate the nomi-
nees with openly queer thespians as well. (In 
my fantasy Oscar show, both ex-lovers Zachary 
Quinto and Jonathan Groff are nominated and 
each shows up with their new plus-ones. They 
then have to present an award together while 
the new significant others kvetch in the men’s 
room about their famous boyfriends, who are 
onstage presenting an award together for the 
sake of publicity.)

Until then, I shall leave the Academy (whose 
Board of Governors is no doubt eagerly read-
ing this) with a few more uninvited sugges-
tions. The first and foremost—always—would 
be the inclusion of a lot more movie clips. I 
mean tons. This is, after all, an awards show 
dedicated to movies—a medium which has 100 
years of stuff from which to pull highlights. 
(The Oscar show itself—as evidenced in TCM’s 
new documentary, And the Oscar Goes To, from 
queer directors Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Fried-
man—has plenty of material, too).

Second, since you’ve made a precedent this 
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Dame Judi Dench and Steve Coogan in Philomena.

turn to page 20

CULTURE CLUB

2013/14 SEASON SPONSOR CORPORATE SPONSOR

HEDDA  
GABLER
BY HENRIK IBSEN 
TRANSLATED BY NICHOLAS RUDALL  
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

NOW PLAYING 
at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

FOR TICKETS: WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000
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“   ! 
Hugely compelling...  

and thrillingly intimate”   
– Chicago Tribune

“HIGHLY  
RECOMMENDED!  

Dagger-sharp direction  
by Kimberly Senior.”   

– Chicago Sun-Times 

“Delectably  
ferocious.”   

–Time Out Chicago

http://www.porchlightnusictheatre.org
http://www.profilestheatre.org
http://www.writerstheatre.org


By rOSS FOrMAn
 
History was made Feb. 23 when Jason Col-
lins—a seven-foot, 35-year-old NBA veteran—
walked onto the court at the Staples Center in 
Los Angeles. He sported Brooklyn Nets uniform 
No. 46, playing about 11 minutes in what was 
his 714th career regular-season NBA game.
 It was his first, though, as an openly gay 
NBA player—and Collins is now the first active 
gay athlete in one of the big four male team 
sports in North America.
 Jackie Robinson broke baseball’s color bar-
rier on April 15, 1947, sporting jersey No. 42 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Collins broke the gay 
barrier when he signed a 10-day contract with 
the Nets on Feb. 23.
 Collins grabbed two rebounds, had one steal, 
committed five personal fouls and did not 
score—at least in the box score—in Brooklyn’s 
108-102 win over the host Lakers.
 “For the past 13 years, I have been saying 
that the first time an athlete is courageous 
enough to compete as an openly gay man, that 
I would find a way to be at that game, cheer-
ing him on as his number-one fan. Today, my 
dream has come true,” Billy Bean, a gay former 
major league baseball player who came out af-
ter retiring, wrote on Facebook. And yes, Bean 
was cheering for Collins and the Nets at the 
Staples Center.

“For the first time in my life, I will NOT be 
rooting for the Los Angeles Lakers. Tonight, I 
am a Brooklyn Nets fan, and my favorite player 
is my good friend, and hero to so many young 
athletes around the world, JASON COLLINS.

“It’s a great day for all athletes and every 
sports fan.

“For every one of us who played in silence, 
afraid, hating on ourselves … you are shining 
a light on a dark times, unfinished business, 
and bad memories. Healing. I am so proud to 
know you!!”

Collins, a Stanford University graduate, 
made his debut in the NBA in 2001 after be-
ing that year’s 18th overall pick in the annual 
NBA Draft. He played his first seven seasons 
for the New Jersey Nets, then spent time play-
ing for the Memphis Grizzlies, Minnesota Tim-
berwolves, Atlanta Hawks, Boston Celtics and 
Washington Wizards.

His career spanned 713 regular-season NBA 
games before joining Brooklyn, and he aver-
aged 3.6 points per game. Collins also has 
played in 95 playoff games, most recently in 
2012 with Atlanta.

Collins revealed he is gay last April and was 
the cover story of the May 6, 2013, issue of 
Sports Illustrated. Collins was among the first 
class of inductees last August into the Chicago-
based National Gay and Lesbian Sports Hall of 
Fame.

“It’s great to see a team turn to talent when 
they needed help. Jason Collins never wasn’t 
good enough to play in the NBA, and this op-
portunity brings that home,” said transgender 
sportswriter Christina Kahrl of Chicago.

Brian Kupersmit, president of the predomi-
nantly gay Chicago Metropolitan Sports Asso-
ciation (CMSA), said he was “very excited” to 
hear the news of Collins’ signing with the Nets. 
“This is Jason’s moment and the entire coun-

try, gay and straight, will be watching. Some 
doubted this day would ever come, but Jason’s 
hard work and determination finally paid off. I 
am looking forward to seeing him play not just 
for the length of this contract, but for years 
to come.”

“I love that basketball gets to be the first 
of the big four [male team sports] to have an 
openly gay player,” said Anthony Nicodemo, a 
gay high school basketball coach in New York 
who confirmed he has courtside seats for the 
Nets next home game, which is March 3 against 
the Chicago Bulls. “Jason has proven to be an 
awesome role model and no one deserves this 
opportunity more than him.

“I’ve attended a ton of big-time hoops game, 
but to be at Jason’s first [home] game as a Net 
will be awesome. Much more personal than a 
normal game.”

Wade Davis, the executive director of the You 
Can Play Project and himself a former profes-
sional football player, said Collins’ signing is 
“historic in the world of sports and for our 
country.”

“Jason will continue to inspire all people, 
not just the LGBT community,” Davis said. 
“And it’s fitting that Brooklyn, a city famous 
for its diversity and transformative sports fig-
ures would be the place where another barrier 
is shattered.”

Brooklyn general manager Billy King said in 
a statement that, “The decision to sign Jason 
was a basketball decision. We needed to in-
crease our depth inside, and with his experi-
ence and size, we felt he was the right choice 
for a 10-day contract.”

Fallon Fox, the first openly transgender mixed 
martial arts (MMA) fighter and a Chicago-area 
resident, said Collins’ signing is “comforting to 
me; However, it is not surprising.”

“Who wouldn’t want that guy on the court? 
Oh, that’s right, I almost forgot. There are a 
handful of haters out there who don’t really 
matter in the grand scheme of things when it 
comes to the public’s perception of gay male 
professional athletes.

“I’m calling it right now. It looks like both 
Jason Collins and Michael Sam of the NFL will 
likely get the chance to have their cake and eat 
it too. They will be the first of their kind. Open-
ly gay, openly accepted, and openly awesome 
in their positions within our nation’s most 
viewed sports. It makes me happy and proud 
to be alive and LGBT at this moment, knowing 
that some of our heroes will reach this status.”

Collins’ twin brother, former NBA player Jar-
ron, took to Twitter Feb. 23 and wrote: “Hope 
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Jason Collins:
Breaking barriers with
the Brooklyn Nets

turn to page 22

Jason Collins. Photo by ross Forman
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suggested by memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee  
original production by David Merrick  
& Leland Hayward | entire production originally  
directed and choreographed by Jerome Robbins

A musical fable
book by ARTHUR LAURENTS
music by JULE STYNE
lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM
directed by GARY GRIFFIN

SAVE 40% ON PARKING  
IN NAVY PIER GARAGES
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“★★★★ 
  THE BEST GYPSY IN CHICAGOLAND FOR YEARS”                                               Chicago Tribune

“HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!”

SUNDAY
MARCH 9

TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED AT THE CHICAGO THEATRE BOX OFFICE,  
 OR CHARGE BY PHONE AT 800-745-3000.

THECHICAGOTHEATRE.COM CHELSEAHANDLER.COM

7PM - SOLD OUT
10PM - ON SALE NOW

http://www.thechicagotheatre.com
http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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ATTORNEY
BAnKrUPtCy AttOrney. Debts have you down? Ready 
for a fresh start? Filing bankruptcy may be the best 
solution. In most cases, you keep your home, your 
car and most belongings. We are a small firm with 25 
years experience helping people out of debt. Payton-
Dann Attorneys 312-702-1000. www.paytondann.
com (4/2/14-13)

AUDITIONS
OPen AUDitiOnS! Open Auditions for Windy City 
Gay Chorus and Aria! Ebenezer Church (1650 W. 
Foster) - Saturday, March 15 - 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
Vocalization exercises and a prepared piece (bring 
sheet music for the accompanist) of your choice, any 
style. www.windycitysings.org Questions? join@
windycitysings.org (2/26/14-3)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeStnUt CLeAninG SerViCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

COUNSELING

Pre-nUPtiAL COUnSeLinG FOr LGBt COUPLeS. To 
celebrate the Marriage Equality Act, Dr Kiya is offering 
special rates for any LGBT couple who would like pre-
nuptial counseling. Call for a Free phone consulta-
tion: 773-880-5492. www.drkiya.com (6/4/14-26)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
MAKe yOUr HOMe LOOK FABULOUS!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
FAMiLy OWneD & OPerAteD. Painting, carpentry, 
wallpaper, dry wall repair/installation, handyman, 
remodeling, tiles, flooring, doors, electric and plumb-
ing. Licensed, bonded and insured. J. Doro Painting 
& Construction, 773-507-6664, Jduro@att.net 
(3/22/14)

neW AttitUDe PAintinG: Need to repaint and clean 
behind all that furniture? I’m the man you need. 
Get me over for a free estimate. 847-444-1482. 
(2/26/14-13)

LEGAL SERVICES

LIVE THEATER
“OUr tWO COnSCienCeS” PLAy Morry Matson Produc-
tions presents world premiere of English translation of 
1902 French suspense thriller “Our Two Consciences” 
by Paul Bourde. tickets $10 at the door, Fri 2/28 & 
Sat 3/1 edgewater Historical Society,7 PM, corner 
of Ashland & Balmoral, edgewater. (2/26/14-2)

MASSAGE
FirSt-CLASS ASiAn MALe MASSeUr. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (4/2/14-12)

WEDDING OFFICIANT

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WOnDerinG WHAt tO DO WitH tHOSe WinDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (2/26/14-13)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BeDrOOM, 2 BAtH BriCK rAnCH WitH HWF, clean 
eat-in kitchen with dishwasher. Full finished basement 
with rec room, full bath, washer, dryer, extra refrigera-
tor & freezer.  2.5 Car garage, walk to the Brookfield 
Metra train stop. Located in Lyons. Nearby shopping 
and easy access to expressways and tollway. Contact 
Allen 708-670-9023, see the house here: http://
tinyurl.com/m5ow53h (2/26/14-2)

LEGAL SERVICES
reAL eStAte iSSUeS? Buying – Selling – Leasing – 
Landlord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The 
Law Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway 
Street. 312-492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. 
www.FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

RELOCATION / MOVING
reLOCAtiOn / MOVinG?  FREE Relocation Kit + FREE 
Buyers Representation! On-line: WWW.GAYREALESTATE.
COM or Toll Free 1-888-420-MOVE (6683). no Cost or 
Obligation to be represented by the nation’s top 
Gay & Lesbian realtors. (8/6/14-26)

REAL ESTATE

By AnDreW DAViS

Devon Seafood Grill (39 E. Chicago Ave.; www.
devonseafood.com) is one of those restaurants 
with a certain upscale feel but, thankfully, a 
laid-back personality.
 Devon has a spacious bar area when you 
walk into the place. However, a roomy dining 
room awaits downstairs—complete with semi-
private areas off to the side, which my friend 
and I decided to use.
 Besides those smaller rooms, Devon has one 
other rare property: a menu that constantly 
changes. While the changes may happen so 
quickly the restaurant occasionally can’t keep 
up (I had at least one item on my menu that 
wasn’t on my friend’s, and the lobster spa-

ghetti I had eyed online wasn’t on the printed 
menu), the alterations have a way of keeping 
things fresh—especially in terms of the quality 
of the seafood.
 Things started promisingly with my drink: a 
Caribbean Hard Lemonade that was incredibly 
refreshing and tasty. Despite the bitter cold 
outside, the drink immediately made me think 
of summer.
 My friend and I then ordered the roasted 
duck flatbread and the crab cakes, which had 
been renowned near and far. Our engaging 
server, David, also sang its praises—even after 
I warned him that, being from the Chesapeake 
Bay area, I’m a bit of a crab-cake snob. Un-
fortunately, I do have to say that these items 
were hit-and-miss, with the cakes being the 
miss. My guest and I both agreed that the 
cakes (which had remoulade and mango tartar 
sauce) were solid, although they were missing 
something—namely, more crab meat; however, 
we also concurred that the flatbread was in-
credible.

 Everything else was a hit, and that included 
the lobster mac ‘n’ cheese, which is probably 
one of the best versions I’ve tried in Chicago. 
The sushi (tempura shrimp and spicy tuna) 
were savory, and the grilled salmon panzanella 
tastefully balances a juicy salmon with spin-
ach, goat cheese, balsamic onions, tomatoes, 
basil oil and balsamic vinaigrette.
 By the way, definitely make room for dessert: 
The carrot cake is undeniably sinful while the 
cookie box (filled with lemon-ricotta, choco-
late and other cookie flavors) is cute and tasty.  

The 1710 N. Wells St. location of Delightful 
Pastries (www.delightfulpastries.com) recent-
ly held a media event showcasing some new 

breakfast options—and, based on what the 
restaurant has to offer, people should run (not 
walk) to try these items.
 Chef Robert Hawryszczuk, reflecting his time 
in Poland and South Africa, has whipped up 
several tasty (and reasonably priced) items 
such as Bacon Yum (two eggs scrambled with 
ham, two strips of bacon and a slice of extra 
thick cut Gypsy bacon) and British Mob Movie 
(pan-fried potato, tomato braised beans with 
mixed vegetables, sunny-side-up eggs, extra-
thick-cut bacon and blood sausage). Those 
with a sweet tooth will undoubtedly gravitate 
toward the sumptuous carrot-cake pancakes.
 Delightful Pastries is also at 5927 W. Law-
rence Ave. and 131 N. Clinton St. (Chicago 
French Market), providing at least two other 
places where people can try these tasty addi-
tions. Note: The eatery is also accepting orders 
for the Paczki day (March 4)—even offering 
alcohol-filled versions of the desserts.

Weekly dininG Guide in theDISH
devon seafood Grill; delightful pastries

try the roasted 
duck flatbread at 
Devon Seafood Grill 
(above) or the carrot 
cake pancakes at 
Delightful Pastries 
(left). Photos by 
Andrew Davis

A film series celebrating LGBT movies

Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events, 
The Legacy Project, Queer Film Society, Reeling and  

Affinity Community Services present:

March 5: Brother to Brother,  March 12: My Summer of Love 
March 19: Summer Storm,  March 26: De-Lovely

Chicago Cultural Center - Claudia Cassidy Theater 
78 E. Washington

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm   FREE ADMISSION

Sponsored by:
QUEER
FILM
SOCIETY

WINDY CITY
TIMES



By GretCHen rACHeL BLiCKenSDerFer

The cast and producers of locally shot Chicago 
Fire and Chicago PD joined Executive Producer 
Dick Wolf at the Chicago Museum of Broadcast 
Communications Feb. 19 for a panel discussion 
in front of a sold-out audience of enthusiastic 
fans. 

Now in its second season on NBC, Chicago 
Fire includes an openly lesbian paramedic 
played by Lauren German. Earlier this month, 
German’s co-star Monica Raymund publicly 
came out as bisexual during a series of tweets. 

Before the event, German told Windy City 
Times that portraying the character of Leslie 
Shay was no challenge. “It’s been great,” she 
laughed. “I think love is just love. I was lucky 
to be raised with open-minded parents and 
friends and there’s no stigma or walls up for 
me.” 

German hoped that, down the road, her char-
acter would take advantage of marriage equal-
ity in Illinois: “I think that’s progressive and 
would be applauded!”

Executive Producer Danielle Gelber explained 
that German’s role came about when the 
show’s co-creators, Michael Brandt and Derek 
Haas, immersed themselves in a real firehouse. 
“They met a woman who was gay and who was 
an EMT,” she said. “They got inspired by her. 
They thought she was just so matter-of-fact, 
so cool and so completely devoted to the job, 
and what a great opportunity it was to tell a 
very grounded, real story about someone who 
‘oh, by the way, she’s gay.’ It’s not like a huge 
headline. She’s not being hit on by her male 
cohorts trying to turn her straight or any of 
that nonsense, it’s just very accepted.”

Wolf agreed. “I just thought she should be 
part of the mix and reflects what goes on in 
Chicago,” he said. 

Gelber said that the Chicago Fire audience 
has responded well to the character. “People 
love her really solid friendship with [Gabriela] 
Dawson, her work partner. They are keyed into 
their genuine relationship.”

Raymund—who portrays Dawson—said she 
had no comment about coming out. “Every-
thing I’ve tweeted is my comment,” she said. 
“I have a very supportive cast and family.”

However she hopes lesbian characters like 
Shay will continue to be realistically depicted 
on television. “Any demographic needs to be 
represented fully and accurately on any show,” 
she said. “Having Shay represent the LGBT 
community on our show is fantastic. [Lauren] 
is doing an amazing job and is supportive of 
the community too. “

She added that being in Illinois when mar-
riage equality passed was exciting. “It’s so 
good to be in a state when you get to see the 
law turn over and be a part of that celebration. 

I’m really proud of my generation. I think they 
are the most progressive, open-minded and 
tolerant. They are opening doors and teaching 
past generations how to live in peace.”

Raymund said that she thinks equality na-
tionwide is part of the evolutionary process. 
“Eventually we’ll get there. Not as quickly as I 
would like, but I have faith in my generation 
and the generations to come.” 

The actress also had a message to those who 
maintain that having openly gay characters on 
television amounts to promotion of an unac-
ceptable lifestyle. “I say, ‘Fuck them,’” she said. 
“Who cares what they think? All we can do is 
focus on what we believe is true and what we 
believe is right and if they want to be miser-
able, intolerant and uneducated, that’s not re-
ally our problem.”
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‘Chicago Fire’ cast
discusses LGBT issues
on and off the show

Casts of Chicago Fire and Chicago PD at the recent media gathering. Photo by Gretchen rachel 
Blickensderfer; more photos online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

Correction
In the Feb. 19 issue of Windy City Times, 
the article “Groups team to develop safe 
schools in suburbs” stated that the group 
profiled was the only one at the time. 
However, at least one such organization 
existed at that time. In 1993, Links found-
ed its Pride Youth Program in Northfield. 
Windy City Times regrets the error

http://www.bigeast.com


Wed., Feb. 26
everyday ethics in Dementia Chicagoland 

Methodist Senior Services is the most ex-
tensive senior services network on Chica-
go’s north side. For over 115 years, CMSS 
has faithfully served older adults in Chica-
go by continuing to develop new program-
ming that meets the changing needs of 
the population. CMSS’ key services include 
assisted and supportive living, dementia 
care, rehabilitation services and senior 
home care. The organization also offers 
home repair services, subsidized housing 
and outpatient wellness services to Chi-
cago area seniors. Learn more at www.
cmsschicago.org   8:00am - 9:30am   2720 
W. Foster Ave., Chicago  http://www.cms-
schicago.org/events.aspx

Affinity Forty Plus Meeting Includes but is 
not limited to individuals who identify as 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender women 
who are at least 40 years of age. Led by 
Glynis Morris. Activities defined by partici-
pants. Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month.  7:00pm   Affinity Community Ser-
vices  1424 E. 53rd St. Suite 306  http://
www.affinity95.org

GenderQueer Chicago GenderQueer Chicago 
is a grassroots, peer-led group that works 
to create safe spaces for all of us to talk 
about, think about, explore, and express 
gender. They are open to those who wish 
to talk and think about gender. Gender-
Queer Chicago meets every Wednesday 
evening from 7:00 to 9:00PM.   7:00pm 
- 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Hal-
sted St.,  http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Thursday, Feb. 27 
equality illinois PAC Join in support of 

pro-marriage legislators facing challeng-
es. Sen. Don Harmon, Rep. Jaime Andrade, 
Rep. Toni Berrios, Rep. Thaddeus Jones, 
Rep. Christian Mitchell, Rep. Ron Sandack, 
Rep. Ed Sullivan, and Rep. Kathleen Willis   
5:00pm - 7:00pm   Hubbard Inn, 110 W. 
Hubbard St., Chicago  http://www.eqil.org

Street Safety/Personal Safety Presenta-
tion Sponsored by Alderman Fioretti, 2nd 
Ward, Alderman Smith, 43rd Ward and 
your 18th District Community Policing Of-
fice.  6:30pm - 7:30pm   Moody Church 
Room 103, 1635 N. LaSalle St.

 
Friday, Feb. 28
Developing Safe & Supportive Schools 

for LGBtQ youth Study LGBTQ issues 
in a school context. Fee $0. Photo ID 
require. Doors 8am. Workshop 8:30am-
3pm. Further info: Nancy Mullen, nancy.

mullen@youth-outlook.org or Deb Carr, 
dcarr@360youthservices.org. Register by 
Feb. 21 online.   8:00am - 3:00pm   Alca-
tel-Lucent, 1960 Lucent Lane, Naperville, 
IL 60563  Tickets: http://bit.ly/1bBKah5 

Kiss for a DiFFArence Winter Ball Celebrate 
making a difference in the Chicago com-
munity in support of area service agencies 
that provide direct services, preventative 
education and outreach to people who are 
HIV positive, living with AIDS or at risk 
for infection. Cyon Flare will perform. The 
event welcomes local design professionals 
and enthusiasts for a scintillating evening 
of cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, music and 
dancing.   6:30pm - 9:30pm   Center on 
Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://www.
diffachicago.org/home.html

Black Queer History on CAn-tV Join Affin-
ity’s executive director Kim L. Hunt and 
guest Victor Salvo of the Legacy Project. 
Also see live streaming online.  6:30pm 
- 7:30pm   CAN-TV 21 (Comcast)  http://
www.cantv.org/live/index.html

Discussion, the Warmth of Other Suns 
by isabel Wilkerson Discussion lead-
ers: Melba Poole, Literary Exchange, and 
Cheryl Pattin, Gerber/Hart Library and 
Archives. Pulitzer Prize winner Isabel 
Wilkerson drew on more than 10 years of 
research and interviews with more than 
1,200 people to tell the remarkable story 
of the Great Migration--the mass exodus 
of Southern blacks to Northern and West-
ern cities from 1915 to 1970.  7:30pm   
Women & Children First Bookstore  5233 N 
Clark St  http://www.womenandchildren-
first.com

Alvin Ailey American Dance theater: 
Chroma / Four Corners / revelations 
In their Chicago home at the Auditorium 
Theatre. Contemporary favorites to be-
loved classics. Programs this year include 
the Chicago premiere of the company’s 
Chroma, new productions of Pas de Duke 
and The River set to Duke Ellington’s mu-
sic, and the always awe-inspiring Revela-
tions. $32 - $92   7:30pm   Auditorium 
Theatre of Roosevelt University,  50 E 
Congress Pkwy.,  800.982.ARTS (2787)  
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org/
pages/home/performances-events/perfor-
mances.php?event_id=455 

Saturday, March 1
Lavender University: Lourdes torres Mak-

ing Familia from Scratch: Towards a Histo-
ry of Latina Lesbian Organizing in Chicago. 
Discusses efforts to name Latina lesbians 
as agents of change and active subjects of 

a multiracial history of grassroots organiz-
ing. Lavender University is a nine-month 
lecture series featuring top academics and 
activists in the LGBTQ community, work-
ing on a wide range of research topics and 
interests. It is sponsored by Windy City 
Times and Center on Halsted.   11 am - 1 
pm   Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
lgbt/Lavender-University-launches-LG-
BTQ-programs/43375.html

Celebrating Fr. Mychal Judge Judge gave 
his life while ministering to the injured 
and dying at the World Trade Centeron 
Sept. 11, 2011. Dignity/Chicago hopes to 
raise the final $5,000 needed to install a 
plaque this fall honoring Fr. Judge on the 
Chicago’s Legacy Walk-the only outdoor 
museum walk in the world dedicated to 
celebrating LGBT contributions to his-
tory and culture. Hosted by Dr. Ibrahim 
Zabaneh. RSVP at Dignitychicago@gmail.
com. Public Parking available at 1212 N 
Lake Shore Dr.  4:00pm - 6:00pm   1240 
N Lake Shore Dr., http://legacyprojectchi-
cago.org/index.html or Dignitychicago@
gmail.com

CAKe Chicago, LGBtQi Arts Showcase: 
A night of Comedy and Music Inclu-
sive, eclectic queer event hosted by: 
Ripley Caine. Featuring Bull Fighter, An-
thony Whitaker, JD Glass. $5. night of 
show  9:00pm   The Red Line Tap  7006 
N Glenwood  https://www.facebook.com/
events/716875671680117/

the tease New extravaganza for Chicago 
House has two live performances with bur-
lesque and aerial acts, an event created by 
Keith Elliott and Todd Kiech, the produc-
ers of Dance For Life & Chicago Takes Off, 
Sidetrack-sponsored open bar, available 
to all attendees and is one of the first 
events to be held in the new Moonlight 
Studios space in the West Loop. First show 
7:30pm.   10:30pm   Moonlight Studios, 
1446 W. Kinzie St., http://www.chicago-
house.org/event_the_tease.html

Sunday, March 2
ethical Humanist Society of Chicago Meet-

ing every Sunday from 10:30 to noon, 
featuring a speaker on a variety of topics-
-personal ethics, education, psychology, 
politics, philosophy, medical care, equal 
rights, the environment, etc., followed 
by a coffee hour. Free and open to the 
public. Also Sunday School, weddings, 
service projects, book group, film group.  
10:30am - 12:00pm   Ethical Humanist 
Society of Chicago  7574 N. Lincoln Ave. 
Skokie , IL 60077  http://www.ethicalhu-
man.org

Scott Duff hosts LGBt radio talk show 
LGBT-specific talk show “Out Chicago” on 
politics, entertainment, celebrity gossip  
11:00am - 1:00pm   WCPT 820 AM

this is not a Cure for Cancer As part of 
the “incite change” mission, Collaborac-
tion has Community Partners who are sup-
porting the company’s upcoming world 

premiere live theater event attacking 
cancer, its treatment and the way we live. 
Representatives from Gilda’s Club Chicago 
will be on hand every Sunday   3:00pm   
Collaboraction - Flat Iron Arts Building  
1579 N. Milwaukee Ave. 3rd Floor  312-
226-9633  http://collaboraction.org

On the red Carpet Annual Oscar event and 
fundraiser for Center on Halsted. One of 
the Center’s signature events, On the Red 
Carpet welcomes over 400 donors, pa-
trons and supporters to gather and enjoy 
the Academy Awards at a fun and festive 
event. $125-$75-$40  6:00pm   Park West 
Chicago  322 W Armitage Ave  http://
www.centeronhalsted.org  Tickets: http://
community.centeronhalsted.org/OTRC

Monday, March 3
17th Annual read Across America Day 

This event sponsored by the NEA kicks off 
a week of activities and events across the 
country that focus on reading.   12:00pm 
- 10:00pm   Women & Children First Book-
store  5233 N Clark St  http://www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com

Asian & Pacific islander Coming Out Sup-
port Group Share your journey in a safe 
space. Open to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, questioning, and queer APIs. 
Adoptees, and multiracial folks welcome. 
First Monday of every month. Room 722   
6:00pm - 7:30pm   Asian Human Services  
4753 N. Broadway 7th Floor  http://www.
chicagoi2i.org

Get to Know team Chicago Athletics and 
Culture Community Meeting Team Chicago 
Athletics and Culture invites the leader-
ship of Chicago’s LGBT sports and cultural 
organizations to come out and meet the 

board of directors to learn about Team 
Chicago, get a preview of uniforms, ap-
parel and accessories available for Gay 
Games 9, and to hear about plans for lead-
ing the Chicago delegation to participate 
in Gay Games 9, Aug. 9-16 in Cleveland 
+ Akron, Ohio. Contact David Reithoffer, 
david.reithoffer@gmail.com, 312-399-
3662  6:00pm - 8:00pm   The Call (Chi-
cago)  1547 W Bryn Mawr  http://www.
teamchicago.org

Tuesday, March 4
Frontrunners/ Frontwalkers Chicago A 

club for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, 
transexuals and friends who are interested 
in running and walking together along 
Chicago’s great open lakefront, meeting 
twice weekly, on Saturdays at 9am and 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm   6:30pm   Totem Pole 
in Lincoln Park  https://www.facebook.
com/groups/52950773133/

intersex Chicago Intersex people physi-
cally differ from the “standard” male and 
female. Intersex Chicago is a safe, confi-
dential meetup for all intersex people and 
their allies in the Chicago area. Meet other 
intersex people. Make new friends. Find 
out more about intersex. Explore and cel-
ebrate your difference. intersexchicago@
gmail.com  6:30pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted  http://www.centeronhal-
sted.org

Project Vida C.r.U. Game night. Play That’s 
So Say: A Game of LGBT Discovery. Project 
Vida C.R.U. programs focus on the gay, 
bi, queer and questioning latino/African-
American experience of those 24 and un-
der.  6:30pm - 8:30pm   Project Vida, 4045 
W. 26th Ave., Chicago  773-916-7278  
http://www.projectvida.org

Wed., March 5
Affinity Forty Plus Meeting Includes but is 

not limited to individuals who identify as 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender women 
who are at least 40 years of age. Led by 
Glynis Morris. Activities defined by partici-
pants. Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month.  7:00pm   Affinity Community Ser-
vices  1424 E. 53rd St. Suite 306  http://
www.affinity95.org

Cinema Q iV Film Series Free film series 
celebrates fourth year with 10th an-
niversary screenings of four LGBT mov-
ies. Brother to Brother (2004): Anthony 
Mackie’s breakthrough performance as a 
confused gay African-American art stu-
dent who is mentored by a former member 
of the Harlem Renaissance.  8:00pm   Chi-
cago Cultural Center  78 E. Washington St.  
http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/
depts/dca/supp_info/cinema_q.html

‘RED’ RECKONING

Center on Halsted’s 
annual Oscars event, 
“On the red Carpet,” 
will take place at the 
Park West.
Photo from 2012 event by Kat 
Fitzgerald

Sunday, March 2

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of
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year and rescinded a nomination (in the song 
category), why not do the same for the most 
outrageous of those undeserved wins? I am 
speaking now of the troika—Oscar’s three most 
egregious errors. Dear Academy, I want you to 
break into Sally Field’s house and take back her 
Norma Rae Oscar and send it to Bette Midler 
(the rightful winner for The Rose). Then do the 
same with Glenda Jackson for A Touch of Class 
(Barbra is waiting to add that second, well-
earned Best Actress Oscar for The Way We Were 
to the basement trinket store of her Malibu 
manse). And to the dear heirs of Princess Grace 
of Monaco: You need to right the Oscar made 
wrong when the former Grace Kelly sneaked 
into the winner’s circle in place of Judy Garland 
in A Star Is Born.

My final suggestion would be the return of 
the honorary career Oscar to the telecast. This 
is the bestowing of a long-coveted statuette 
to that luckless movie star who has been un-
justly overlooked by Academy voters for one 
reason or another in the course of said leg-
end’s legendary career. This year’s honoree, 

Angela Lansbury, could not be more worthy 
of the honor—or more of a friend of the gay 
community if she headlined a thousand per-
formances of Mame, Gypsy and Sweeney Todd 
combined. For decades, said legend (last year 
it was Lauren Bacall) could always be counted 
on to add at least a moment of dignity, grace 
and honest-to-God awe by the live assemblage 
(not to mention the billions watching on TV) 
to the proceedings. Sometimes these legends 
were queer as well (though not a one of them 
was “out”). That, too, helped make the Acad-
emy Awards show worth elevating to national 
holiday status for Our People in the know.

Now if only we could get all of this and an 
honorary Oscar for Doris Day, I could die de-
claring the Oscars, at long last, queer enough 
to suit my fancy.

*Chicago, the Oscar-winning 2003 Best Pic-
ture Winner, is out just in time for the Oscars 
in a new, special feature-laden Blu-ray edi-
tion that really is all that—and all that jazz, 
too. Some non-musical film called Gravity, the 
multi-nominated Oscar contender starring San-
dra Bullock (and the movie I hope takes the 
gold), is just out as well.

OSCARS from page 16Sinozich retiring 
from CGMC

Patrick Sinozich is retiring from his posi-
tion as artistic director of the Chicago Gay 
Men’s Chorus (CGMC) at the end of the year.

In a statement to family, friends and sup-
ports, he stated, in part, “After making great 
music and great memories for eighteen years, 
I find it is now time to step off the podium 
and follow my path to new adventures and 
challenges.

“I don’t know where I’ll ever find the 
wealth of talent and enthusiasm that I’ve 
found in CGMC. I don’t know if I’ll ever en-
counter a group so willing to try new things, 
put in extra hours, and push themselves to 
their limits.

“And through it all, I have been honored to 
serve in my own small way as your director. 
Yet while every ship has its captain, it takes 
a huge crew of singers and support members 
to take us where we are.”

The chorus plans to “quickly” start its 
search for its next artistic director. 

‘The New Black’ at
Facets thru Feb. 27

The documentary The New Black will run 
at Facets Cinematheque, 1517 W. Fullerton 
Ave., through Feb. 27.

The New Black digs deeply into the role 
of African-Americans in the wake of a suc-
cessful Proposition 8 in California, which 
opposed marriage equality, leading many to 
brand African-Americans as hostile or indif-
ferent to gay rights. Focusing on the 2012 
legal battle in Maryland (a state in which 
blacks make up nearly one-third of the elec-
torate), filmmaker Yoruba Richen examines 
the ways in which race has been used as a 
wedge issue by tracking activists, families 
and clergy on both sides of the campaign.

Supporting organizations include Affinity 
Community Services, E3Radio, Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance, Pillar of Love Fellowship 
Church, POWWOW, Inc. and Chicago Psy-
chologists for Social Responsibility/Racial 
Justice Student Group.

See www.facets.org/cinematheque.



“The only way this film could be made worse 
would be to be eaten by a badger while watch-
ing it.”—This lead from a review in London’s 
The Guardian for A Winter’s Tale (released in 
the UK as A New York Winter’s Tale). Perhaps 
the best line from a review of a film ever! Prior 
to this, my favorite quote was when Rex Reed 
described the love scene in Titanic as remind-
ing him of a Chihuahua trying to mount a gold-
en retriever!

Having surgery is the easy part ... recuperat-
ing is a bitch. Rather than keep bitching, I left 
the snowiest Boston since I was a tyke and 
headed south to the Billy Masters Beach House 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Ostensibly, I was there 
to rest, recover, and partake of at least three of 
four S’s—sun, sand, sea and sex. I managed all 
four, thank you very much.

The highlight of the trip was seeing Sam Har-
ris’ latest show, a theatrical endeavor borne 
from his memoirs, Ham: Slices of a Life. This 
hybrid literary-musical (or, as he calls it, a “Li-
ter-Usical”) is a journey through some of the 
high and low points in his life—both profes-
sionally and personally. Along the way, Harris 
sings a number of songs with a voice that, if 
anything, has become richer and fuller with 
time. It doesn’t hurt that he looks better than 
ever and is in enviable shape physically. Al-
though he’s on the other side of 50, he sports 
a tight, taut physique that would put most 
people in their 40s (or even 30s) to shame. 
He’s like a singing version of Olga Korbut!

More than a decade ago, I waxed rhapsodi-
cally after one of his shows and summed it up 
by saying, “If I were to ever write a personals 
ad, it would simply say, ‘Wanted: Sam Harris’—
period. I can’t think of another man who would 
be more perfect.” That still holds true. After 
spending countless hours with Sam over the 
years, he never ceases to amaze and inspire 
me. He now conjures up another emotion—
envy. I no longer would be simply happy be-
ing with Sam Harris; I wish I were Sam Harris. 
Admittedly, he’s slightly cuter, slightly more 
talented and slightly older than moi, but that’s 
a payoff I’d be willing to make. Definitely make 
the trip to see him if he’s anywhere in your 
locale. In the meantime, pick up his memoir, 
Ham: Slices of a Life. 

In one of the most exciting rumors to filter 
out of Broadway in decades, we hear that Dame 
Shirley Bassey is being courted to join the ro-
tating cast of After Midnight. The show, which 
centers on Duke Ellington and the Cotton Club, 
has had several headliners. When it opened in 
November, Fantasia Barrino was the resident 
chanteuse.  She was replaced by kd lang. Now, 
Toni Braxton has joined the cast. As discus-
sions with Dame Shirley continue, Vanessa Wil-
liams has been enlisted to take over the role 
April 1 through May 11. And after that? This 
could be fortuitous timing—it could lead to 
Bassey delivering a scene-stealing performance 
on the Tony Awards.

Many of you have been asking for details re-
garding the film version of The Normal Heart. 
Like the multi-award-winning flick Behind the 
Candelabra, HBO plans to air this movie in May. 
I’m told that Ryan Murphy’s adaptation will 
be coupled with a documentary about Larry 
Kramer, which is being finalized as we speak 
.... er, write. Not only that, but I also hear that 
HBO has asked Kramer for a sequel! Since many 
people have been curious about the continuing 
story of the characters, Larry has taken pen to 
paper to work on a follow-up. Although he is 
writing this specifically as a television script, 
he’s also planning to adapt it for the stage.

Quite a few of you have asked who is the 
nude cover model on the UK gay mag Attitude. 
That would be sexy Philip Olivier. The stunning 
33-year-old soap actor has often posed nude 
or near nude in the past—including his wildly 
popular annual erotic calendars. (Like him, 
they make great stocking stuffers.) Philip can-

didly says, “I keep fit and I keep trim, not only 
for my health but because it’s a very lucrative 
business. There must be more than ten jobs 
that I’ve gotten because of my body.” However, 
he’s smart enough to know that his shelf-life as 
a pin-up will soon come to an end (hence this 
new sizzling 12-page pictorial). “I’ll probably 
do one last calendar for 2015. It’s hard work 
doing all that training and you’ve got the new 
boys coming along.” I think Olivier can more 
than hold his own. In fact, you’ll all want to 
hold his own once you see it on BillyMasters.
com.

This leads brilliantly into our “Ask Billy” 
question. Randy in Key West asks: “What can 
you tell me about Alex Minsky, that mega-hot, 

tattooed daddy of a model? I’m looking for nude 
photos, but I hear they’ve been banned.”

You and everyone else! When the former Ma-
rine lost his right leg in Afghanistan, he also 
lost hope. He also suffered numerous other 
injuries, was in a coma for two months, and 
spent a year and a half in various medical fa-
cilities before being honorably discharged—
and receiving the Purple Heart. Once he was a 
civilian, the only things he felt he could do was 
work on his body and stay healthy. At the gym, 
he was asked if he’d be interested in modeling. 
When recounting the story, he tends to make 
the same semi-homophobic statement: “At first 
I thought it was just another gay guy hitting 
on me.” He might as well get used to that, as 
his scantily clad images are earning scores of 
gay fans. 

He’s just been named exclusive model for Jack 
Adams’ underwear—a brand I’ve never heard 
of before, but I suspect we’ll be seeing more 
of. Oh, as to those nude photos, apparently 
Alex took some selfies which somehow made 
their way into our hot little hands. While he’s 
perfectly proportioned in his natural state, he 
seemingly sprouts another leg when aroused. 
You can see for yourself on BillyMasters.com.

When I’d give an arm and a leg to be Sam 
Harris, it’s time to end yet another column. 
While I catch my breath, let me remind you to 
check out www.BillyMasters.com—the site that 
always has the heat on high. Happily I won’t 
have to get used to the cold weather. Why? 
Because I’m headed back down to Florida in 
a matter of days for the Winter Party in South 
Beach, a benefit for the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force. I’m sure a number of you will 
be down there, so be sure to keep an eye open 
for me. If you’ve got a question, concern, or 
a general comment, send it along to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before Alex does a photo shoot with Paul 
McCartney’s ex-wife! So, until next time, re-
member, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

in many ways, Sam Harris (above) is the 
ideal man, writes Billy. Photo by ray Garcia
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‘It Gets Better’ with
Tamale at Guild 
Complex

Chicago: Guild Literary Complex (the Guild) 
continues its mission of bringing diverse 
voices to the fore in its upcoming event, 
“Applied Words: It Gets Better.” 

Taking place on Tuesday, March 11, It Gets 
Better is the first of four comedy-based Ap-
plied Words series, and will take place at 
Schubas Tavern, 3159 N. Southport Ave., at 
7:30 p.m. 

Addressing themes of history, mythology, 
gender and high school, It Gets Better is a 
collaboration with Applied Face Theatre and 
is being presented in connection to its spring 
production of Silk Road Rising’s Brahman/i: 
A One-Hijra Stand-Up Comedy Show, by Aditi 
Brennan Kapil. Comedienne Tamale will host 
and curate the event, which features four 
prominent Chicago Live-Lit readers: Lily Be, 
Jill Howe, Greg Ledger and Precious.

The event is free, and open to the public 
ages 21 and up.

‘Hannah Free’ 
screening
March 21

The Rainbow Alliance of the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston (UCE), 1330 Ridge Ave., 
will present Hannah Free on Friday, March 21, 
at 7 p.m. 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for a dessert and 
coffee salon. Following the film will be a 
panel discussion. Admission is a $10 dona-
tion.

Members of the panel are editor/producer 
Sharon Zurek, actors Taylor Miller and Mau-
reen Gallagher, and producer Tracy Baim. 

UCE is a “welcoming congregation” within 
the Unitarian Universalist Association. As a 
welcoming congregation, UCE pledges to ad-
dress the needs of LGBT people at every level 
of congregational life, and celebrate the 
lives and loves of all people in the spirit of 
the first principle of Unitarian Universalism. 
The Rainbow Alliance carries out the goals of 
UCE’s welcoming congregation.

Tickets go on sale Feb. 25; visit ucevan-
ston.org or call 847-864-1330.

Colombian gay 
soldier tells story 
in new book

Steel and Velvet is the true story of a gay 
man in the Colombian army. The author, Juan 
Cordoba (a pseudonym), has been granted 
U.S. asylum and is now living in Chicago. The 
book, subtitled A Soldier’s Story, has been 
released in English.

Stationed on the border of Egypt and Is-
rael, part of an international peace-keeping 
mission, Cordoba describes the challenges of 
being true to himself and coming to terms 
with his own sexuality—within the confines 
of an all-male military environment.

The hatred and persecution that followed 
the publication of this book, when first 
published in Spanish, led the author to flee 
his country and seek political asylum in the 
United States.

See http://www.amazon.com/Steel-Vel-
vet-Soldiers-Juan-Cordoba dp/1494264811.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


Jason Collins (right) signs a 10-day contract in front of Brooklyn nets coach Jason Kidd.

everyone is enjoying their Sunday. Today 
should be a pretty cool day!”

The Nets posted a photo on their Twitter ac-
count of head coach Jason Kidd watching Col-
lins sign his contract.

Collins is tied for third in Nets history with 
510 games played, and also ranks in the team’s 
top 10 in minutes played, offensive rebounds, 
and total rebounds. 

“I think it is fantastic news. I applaud the 
Brooklyn Nets for their courage and judging 
Jason Collins on his ability to help them over 
the next 10 days and possibly beyond, [not 
on] whom he chooses to spend his life with 
and love,” said openly gay Nevada State Sena-
tor Kelvin Atkinson. “Today is a great day for 
American sports and I hope this is not the last 
and I wish him much success.”

NBA commissioner Adam Silver, in a state-
ment, said: “Jason told us that his goal was 
to earn another contract with an NBA team. 
Today, I want to commend him on achieving 
his goal. I know everyone in the NBA family is 
excited for him and proud that our league fos-
ters an inclusive and respectful environment.”

Michael Sam, the gay football player who 
likely will be drafted into the NFL this spring 
and then make a mark on Sundays in the fall 
Tweeted after Collins’ signing: “Congratulations 
to my friend @jasoncollins34—excited to see 
you do work out there #courage #groundbreak-
ing.”

Robbie Rogers, the gay professional soccer 
player, tweeted: “Very excited to watch @ja-
soncollins34 tonight more importantly I am 
proud to call him my friend.”

K.C. Johnson, the NBA writer for the Chica-
go Tribune, Tweeted: “Good for Jason Collins. 
Good for Nets. Good for NBA. Good for society.”

JASON from page 17
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SPORTS 

Sky announces 
schedule
 The Chicago Sky has announced its 2014 
regular-season schedule.
 Led by fourth-year head coach Pokey Chat-
man, fourth-year assistant coach Christie Sides 
and second-year assistant coach Wayne “Tree” 
Rollins, the Sky enters its ninth WNBA season 
after a successful 2013 season, where the team 
finished atop the Eastern Conference with a 
24-10 record.
 With All-Stars Sylvia Fowles, Swin Cash, 
Courtney Vandersloot and Epiphanny Prince, 
along with 2013 WNBA Rookie of the Year 
Elena Delle Donne, the Sky open the 34-game 
regular season on Friday, May 16, against East-
ern Conference rival the Indiana Fever, led by 
four-time WNBA Defensive Player of the Year 
Tamika Catchings. The Sky’s 17 regular-season 
home games will be held at Allstate Arena in 
Rosemont, Ill.
 Visit www.chicagosky.net.

Gay bowling tourney
March 7-9 in Chicago
 The 2014 Second City Open Chicago (SCOTCH) 
Bowling Tournament will take place March 7-9 
in Chicago.
 Registration and bowling will take place at 
Waveland Bowl, 3700 N. Western Ave. There 
will be doubles and team events.
 There will be other events, such as the open-
ing-night party at The North End, 3733 N. Hal-
sted St., on March 7 at 9-11 p.m.; and the ban-
quet/awards presentation at Spin Nightclub, 
800 W. Belmont Ave., on March 9, 6:30-8 p.m.
 The entry fee is $99, plus a nominal process-
ing fee. There will also be a senior handicap di-
vision with an entry fee of $10. (If entries are 
mailed—to SCOTCH Bowling Tournament, 2328 
W. Farwell Ave., #3W, Chicago, Ill., 60645—
they must be postmarked by Feb. 28.) The host 
hotel is the Best Western Plus Hawthorne Ter-
race, 3434 N. Broadway. 
 SCOTCH is backed by the non-profit Chicago 
Metropolitan Sports Association (CMSA), so do-
nations are also tax write-offs. 
 The tournament organizers are also looking 
for sponsors. Levels include silver ($125), gold 
($250) and platinum ($500).
 See http://scotch.chicagomsa.org or email 
bod3@chicagomsa.org.

CLLAW on March 8 
 The Chicago League of Lady Arm Wrestlers 
(CLLAW) will be featured at CLLAW XVIII on 
Saturday, March 8, at Logan Square Auditorium, 
2539 N. Kedzie Ave.
 Presented by Sideshow Theatre Company, 

CLLAW’s 18th bout will feature local lady arm 
wrestlers decked out in over-the-top outfits, 
complete with “fast-talking managers, ebul-
lient entourages and shady referees,” according 
to a press release.
 The Cell Phones will provide musical enter-
tainment.
 Tickets are $10, with a cash bar available. 
Doors open at 10 p.m., with the first match 
beginning at 10:30 p.m. See www.cllaw.org.

FFC Gyms offering
‘Everest Challenge’ 
 FFC Gyms will be running The Everest Chal-
lenge in all of its nine gym locations around 
Chicago through March 22, which will allow 
members and non-members the chance to see 
if they could cover the distance on a treadmill, 
stair-mill or bike to the summit of Mt. Everest 
(29,035 feet) and earn the chance to win great 
prizes like a sports photography package, spa 
treatments and a $250 gift certificate to REI.
 The cost is $49 for FFC members and $99 for 
non-members, who will then receive a five-
week membership at any FFC during the dura-
tion of the program.
 Sign up online at https://ffc.com/everest-
challenge or at the gyms.

Indy museum 
showing gay-rodeo 
photographs 
 “Blake Little: Photographs from the Gay Ro-
deo” is taking place at the Eiteljorg Museum 
of American Indians and Western Art in India-
napolis.
 “Blake Little” will feature 41 black-and-white 
images of cowboys and cowgirls from the gay 
rodeo circuit, taken by Los Angeles-based pho-
tographer Little.
 The exhibition will run through July 13.
 See www.eiteljorg.org.

Cubs move game 
to avoid Pride 
Parade conflict 
 The Chicago Cubs game scheduled for Sunday, 
June 29, against the Washington Nationals at 
Wrigley Field has been moved to Saturday, June 
28, as part of a separate admission, day-night 
doubleheader. This change was made at the 
request of Ald. Tom Tunney, and in consider-
ation of neighborhood traffic and congestion 
in connection with the annual Pride Parade in 
Chicago on June 29.
 The first game of the doubleheader will 
be played at 12:05 p.m. The second game is 
scheduled to start at 6:15 p.m. There will be 
no game Sunday, June 29.

‘Get to Know Team
Chicago’ March 3 
 Team Chicago Athletics and Culture will 
hold a community meeting  Monday, March 
3, 6-8 p.m., at The Call, 1547 W. Bryn Mawr 
Ave.
 Attendees will get to meet the board of 
directors of Team Chicago and find out more 
about our plans to lead the Chicago delega-
tion to Gay Games 9 in Cleveland and Akron, 
Ohio, on Aug. 9-16.
 Email david.reithoffer@gmail.com for more 
information.

CGHA taking ‘Polar
Plunge’ March 2 
 The Chicago Gay Hockey Association 
(CGHA) will participate in the Polar Plunge 
Sunday, March 2, to benefit Special Olympics 
Chicago.
 For more information, visit http://chica-
gogayhockey.org/about/charity-events/. To 
make a donation to one or more players, visit 
http://www.firstgiving.com/team/251524.

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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Dr. Dale Zuehlke
Greater ChiCaGo ChiropraCtiC

“Serving the 
community for 

over 25 years!”

• Massage

• Physical Therapy

• Insurance accepted

561 W. Diversey Pkwy, 
Suite 221
(773) 871-7766
GreaterChicagoChiropractic.com

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESSCONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com

Angie Eden
161 N. Clark St.  •  Suite 4700

(312) 924-0213  •  angie@edenlawil.com

ExpEriEncEd rEprEsEntAtion 
our community cAn trust

prActicE ArEAs:
family law, divorCe, Child Support, CuStody, 

diSSolutioN of Civil uNioN, aNd orderS of proteCtioN
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KEY WEST    B IG  P INE KEY & THE LOWER KEYS         M
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Island House
Award-winning clothing-optional resort for men.  

Luxurious rooms. Poolside café and bar. Gym, sauna, 
steamroom, Jacuzzis. Poolside massage pavilion.

800-890-6284 or 305-294-6284
islandhousekeywest.com

Historic Hideaways
An exceptional collection of Key West Vacation Rentals  

with private or shared pools. Private homes, cozy cottages  
& condominiums. Weekly-Monthly-Seasonally.

800-654-5131 or 305-294- 3064   
historichideaways.com

Pirates and poets. Artists and musicians. Early birds and night owls. 
Gay, straight or somewhere in between. Down here in Key West,  
we may all march to the beat of a different drummer, but we’re  
singing the same song.  
fla-keys.com/gaykeywest  
305.294.4603
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Harmonize.

http://www.fla-keys.com/gaykeywest



