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By ROSS FORmaN
 
The 2014 Winter Olympics will be the most high-profile Olympics ever 
from an LGBT perspective, regardless of how many—if any—out ath-
letes participate in the quadrennial sporting spectacular, or if any 
gold, silver or bronze medals are presented to competitors also proud 
to wave the rainbow flag.
 The Games will be held Feb. 7-23 in Sochi, Russia, and 89 countries 
will be participating in 98 events in 15 winter sport disciplines.
 Gay rights will be center stage in these Games, without question.
 Last summer, Russia enacted a law that bans the distribution of 
“propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations.” Worldwide leaders, 
including President Obama, have condemned the law. Celebrity ath-
letes, actors, musicians and more have all spoken out against Russia’s 
anti-gay laws. 

Turn to page 8

WITH THIS RING...
Windy City Times’ quarterly Gay and Lesbian Wedding Guide continues with business profiles, wedding 
planning tips, and photos and stories sent in by our readers, such as Cally Raduenzel (left) and Polly Jones.
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LET’S DANCE
The Joffrey Ballet held a sneak 
preview of its piece “Contemporary 
Choreographers.”
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By LiSa KeeN
KeeN NeWS SeRviCe
 
In an historic first, a state high court ruled 
Jan. 29 that a male-to-female transgender stu-
dent who was accepted by school staff and stu-
dents as a girl could not be barred from using 
the girls’ bathroom at school. 

Jennifer Levi of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders (GLAD), which brought the lawsuit 
on behalf of the girl and her parents, called 
the decision in Doe v. Clenchy a “huge break-
through” for transgender young people. GLAD 
also noted that the decision marks “the first 
time a state court has ruled that transgender 
students must be allowed to use the bathrooms 
that match who they are.”

“This ruling is an important breakthrough 
for transgender students,” said Mara Keisling, 
executive director of the National Center for 
Transgender Equality. “Schools have a desire 
and responsibility to make schools safe and 
welcoming for all students. And this ruling 
helps schools meet that mission. In fact, this 
is consistent with what educators and human 
rights commissions around the country have 
concluded. Trans girls are girls, trans boys are 
boys and schools that understand that will bet-
ter serve all their students.”

GLAD took the appeal to the Maine Supreme 
Judicial Court on behalf of Nicole Maines (iden-
tified in court papers as Susan Doe) and her 
parents after losing in a state superior court. 
Their girl attended public schools whose staff 
and students seemed to be handling her transi-
tion well. Controversy erupted, however, after 
one boy—prompted by his guardian—followed 
Susan into the girls’ bathroom, claiming that 
he, too, should be allowed to use the girls 
room. The incident garnered considerable me-
dia attention and prompted school officials to 
require Susan to use a unisex staff bathroom. 

The Maines family filed suit, saying forcing 
Susan to use a separate bathroom violated the 

state human-rights law against sexual-orienta-
tion discrimination. 

Saying it had to enforce the law “without 
regard to the public’s potential discomfort 
with the result,” the six-to-one majority said 
that segregation or separation is a form of 
discrimination. Noting that another state law 
requires school bathrooms be segregated by 
sex, the court said that policies concerning 
the use of those bathrooms must nonetheless 
comply with the state non-discrimination law. 
Given that the school staff and Susan’s parents 
agreed that Susan is a girl, wrote the major-
ity, the school violated the human rights ordi-
nance when it “treated [her] differently from 
other students solely because of her status as a 
transgender girl.” 

The majority decision, written by Justice 
Warren Silver (appointed by former Democratic 
Governor John Baldacci), emphasized that Su-
san had obtained a diagnosis of gender dys-
phoria and that the school staff and her friends 
all accepted her as a girl.  

“Thus, we do not suggest that any person 
could demand access to any school facility or 
program based solely on a self-declaration of 
gender identity or confusion without the plans 
developed in cooperation with the school and 
the accepted and respected diagnosis that are 
present in this case,” wrote the majority.”

What bathrooms transgender people use has 
often been trotted out as a major concern 
by opponents of equal rights for transgender 
people. 

“Eventually, the obvious trend in law and 
policy to protect trans youth will make that 
an untenable strategy for fundraising or get-
ting attention or whatever their goal is,” said 
Keisling. “But for now, unfortunately, this 
case, while decisive, probably won’t end their 
thoughtless attacks in our kids.”

Copyright 2014 by Keen News Service. all 
rights reserved.

Major trans victory in
Maine Supreme Court
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Indiana House OKs
proposal to change
constitution
By LiSa KeeN
KeeN NeWS SeRviCe
 
The Indiana House, on Jan. 28, approved a 
proposal to change the state constitution to 
ban same-sex marriage. The vote on House 
Joint Resolution 3 was 57-40.

The bill now goes to the state Senate.
Marriage-equality supporters scored an im-

portant victory Jan. 27, potentially thwart-
ing the effort to put the ban on marriage 
for same-sex couples on the Indiana ballot 
this November. But during debate on the bill 
Jan. 28, Rep. Shelli VanDenBurgh (D-Crown 
Point) said she thinks the amendment to re-
move language that would have also banned 
civil unions and domestic partnerships was 
just a tactic to give some Republicans po-
litical cover. She predicted the state Senate 
would re-insert the language taken out of 
the House bill and the full original bill would 
be ultimately passed. 

The Republican-dominated House voted 
52-43 to remove language from the proposed 
ban that would have prevented same-sex 
couples from obtaining any form of recog-
nition for their relationships, including civil 
unions and domestic partnerships. Some op-
ponents said it could even have prevented 
employers from offering equal benefits to 
employees with same-sex partners.

During the Jan. 28 debate, Rep. Woody 
Burton (R-Whiteland), who described himself 
as a “person of faith,” said gay couples can 
live together but “where does it stop?”

“These people want to live a lifestyle, 
that’s their right,” said Burton, “but when 
they force some type of an object on us, then 
people have a right” to vote.

VanDenBurgh (D-Crown Point) responded 
to that later by noting that the proposed ban 
was singling out one group of people. “Where 
does that stop?” she asked.

Rep. Linda Lawson (D-Hammond) recount-
ed the discrimination she experienced when 
she sought to become the first woman on her 
local police force. She said she was forced 
to wear a man’s police uniform because her 
supervisor told her that her trying to be on 
the police force was “trying to be a man.”

“Discrimination is an ugly, mean thing,” 
said Lawson. 

If the Senate passes the version of the bill 
approved by the House, then the proposal 
will have to be approved by the next legisla-
tive session before going to voters. 

The state’s constitution requires that, be-
fore a proposed constitutional change can be 
put before voters, it must pass two consecu-
tive sessions of the legislature. 

If the Senate restores the original lan-
guage, the House would have to agree to 
that original version in order to put the mea-
sure on the ballot this year. 

Copyright 2014 by Keen News Service. 
all rights reserved.

The Saint(s)
The historical existence of many of the 
saints we cherish has been called into 
question by modern scientific-critical 
methods. But, not to worry, this is not 
the problem with St. Valentine (Latin 
name: Valentinus). In his case, we have 
at least two, and perhaps three, candi-
dates for the title. 
 The good news is that these three 
were all martyrs in the early years of 
the formation of the Christian religion. 
They all wrote letters and they all had 
the good sense to die on the same day.  
The bad news is that the letters they 
wrote were not romantic, but epistles 
exhorting people to be good Christians. 
 Our first candidate is a Christian priest 
named Valentinus who was martyred in 
Rome on the Via Flaminia near the Mil-
vian bridge. On this bridge on 28 Octo-
ber 312, Constantine, with the Cross of 
Christ as his standard, vanquished his 

rivals for control of the Roman Empire. 
But we are getting ahead of our story. 
Our hero was martyred on 14 February 
269 (or 270 or 273) some 40 years be-
fore the establishment of Christianity as 
the official state religion of Rome. 
 The second Valentinus was a Christian 
bishop of the Diocese of Terni in central 
Italy who was martyred on 14 February 
273 on the Via Flaminia and likewise 
buried there. Some suggest that these 
two martyrs are one and the same mar-
tyr. Perhaps they are: their stories are 
very similar.
 We know nothing about the third Val-
entinus, a Christian martyred in North 
Africa on 14 February around the year 
270. So I will dismiss candidate number 
3 and conflate the stories associated 
with Valentinus 1 and 2 to make one 
good story. 
 To assure my readers of my superior 
journalistic ethical standards: I must re-
veal that I personally paid my respects 
to St. Valentinus in his church built in 
1960 for the Olympic games in Rome 
(To promote romance among athletes?). 
I also kissed a countess in the middle of 
the Milvian bridge.
 While I am at the business of confess-
ing, there is a fourth St. Valentinus, a 
bishop of Genoa, Italy. He died of natu-
ral causes on 03 May 307. He’s impor-
tant because of Chaucer. And Birds. 

The Legend
In his 700 line poem Parlement of 
Foules, Chaucer (1343 – 1400) has 
Scipio Africanus guide him through 
the spheres of the heavens to the 
temple of Venus to learn some ‘certeyn 
thing’ about love. Scipio leads Chaucer 
through her house of love, full of im-
ages of doomed lovers across the ages, 
to the light of Nature where the birds, 
on the third day of May, enter into a 
raucous debate to choose their mates. 
Like our own USA Congress, the birds 
cannot agree on much. The disappoint-
ed Chaucer awakens. 
 Even though he has failed to learn 
some ‘certeyn thing’ about love Roman-
tic or other, Chaucer instigates the tra-
dition of St. Valentine Day by penning 
lines in Foules (Fowls) exhorting hu-
mans to learn from the birds ( his ideal-
ized Nature) how to discover the right 
mate in accordance with the principles 

of Christian Friendship. 
 Though there is 
scant evidence for our 
St Valentine Day prior 
to Chaucer, histories 
abound asserting that 
this custom is based in 
the rituals of the Luper-
calia (13 – 15 February) 
a Roman fertility festi-
val. In this version of 
history, Pope Gelasius 
1 established the feast 

of St. Valentine in 496 to suppress the 
pagan Lupercalia and to provide a Chris-
tian model for courtship. The idea that 
St. Valentine wrote letters to his non-
existent sweetheart may be based on 
the possibility that St. Valentine sent 
letters to the jailer and/or the jailer’s 
daughter, converting them thereby to 
Christianity, and that he secretly mar-
ried Christian Roman soldiers, a capital 
offense because the emperor needed 
unmarried soldiers to fight his wars. 
 In my judgment, however, Chaucer is 
the clear creator of St. Valentine Day. 
Never underestimate the power of the 
poet.
 The oldest extant Valentines were 
written from the Tower of London (c. 
1417) by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to 
his wife, whom he calls his ‘gentle Val-
entine,’ while he was captive after the 
battle of Agincourt. 
 The tradition of making your own ‘Val-
entine’ and sending it to your sweet-
heart or cherished friend flourished in 
18th century England and from thence 
to the entire world. It has even taken 
root in Islamic countries, to great con-
troversy. 
 I take St. Valentine Day as an oppor-
tunity to contemplate the meaning of 
romance, love, friendship, and marriage. 
And sex. And to be grateful for the won-
derful friends in my life. A lot to think 
about on the 14th of February. 

© nicholas.patricca@gmail.com

Nick Patricca is professor emeritus at Loyola University Chicago, president of 
Chicago Network and playwright emeritus at victory Gardens Theater.

Open To Thinking
By NiCK PaTRiCCa 

valentine Day: 
The Saint(s) and the Legend

“The tradition of making your own 
‘Valentine’ and sending it to your 
sweetheart or cherished friend 
flourished in 18th century England and 
from thence to the entire world. ”



By LiSa KeeN
KeeN NeWS SeRviCe
 
In his State of the Union address Jan. 28, Pres-
ident Obama spoke of a nation working on is-
sues such as marriage equality and earning the 
respect of other nations “because we believe in 
the inherent dignity and equality of every hu-
man being, regardless of race or religion, creed 
or sexual orientation.”

But while LGBT leaders expressed apprecia-
tion for those references, most voiced consid-
erable disappointment over what he did not 
say.

Rea Carey, executive director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, said the president 
was “right to urge Congress to fix our broken 
immigration system this year, create more 
jobs, equal pay for women and the restoration 
of the Voting Rights Act.” And she praised his 
announcement to sign an executive order to 
increase the minimum wage federal contractors 
must offer their employees. But, she added, 
“The irony is that some LGBT federal contract 
workers will get a pay raise but they could still 
be fired for who they are and who they love.”

“The longer the president waits, the more 
damage LGBT people will face,” said Carey. 
“Discrimination is a painful reality that is too 
often the lived experience of LGBT people.  The 
president has to act when Congress won’t.”

Tico Almeida, founder and leader of the Free-
dom to Work group, also expressed frustration.

“President Obama should have challenged 
the House Republicans to allow a vote” on the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA), 
said Almeida. “it’s disappointing that he has 
still not included LGBT workplace protections 
among the issues he will handle through exec-
utive order as part of his ‘year of action,’” said 
Almeida. “Both ENDA and the LGBT executive 
order would have fit perfectly into the themes 
of this address.” 

Lorri Jean, executive director of the nation’s 
largest LGBT community center and health fa-
cility, the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center, praised 
Obama for saying “many important things 
about equality, or the lack thereof.” But she, 
too, noted he said “nothing about the fact 
that no federal law protects LGBT people from 
employment discrimination, let alone equally 
harmful forms of discrimination.” 

The White House did issue to reporters a 
long supplemental statement in conjunction 
with the State of the Union address, and that 
statement did note that, “Today, federal law 
prohibits employment discrimination based on 
race, sex, religion and disability.”

“It’s time to add sexual orientation and gen-
der identity to that list, so that no American 
worker can lose his or her job simply because 
of who they are or who they love,” said the 
statement. “The Employment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act would provide strong federal protec-
tions for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgen-
der workers. Last year, a bipartisan majority 
of the Senate passed ENDA, and the President 
renews his call for the House to do the same.”

But Jean said, “I’d be happier with [the 
supplemental statement] if it came last week 
or even next week” rather than in conjunction 
with the State of the Union address.

“It’s almost as if he didn’t dare to say it when 
the whole country was watching, but they put 
it out to quell any criticism from our commu-
nity,” said Jean. “It just seems odd.” 

Asked to respond, the White House said, “The 
State of the Union isn’t a comprehensive list of 
all of the President’s positions or priorities. The 
President has long supported ENDA, and its in-

clusion in our fact sheet reflects the President’s 
belief that Congress needs to act. It’s time to 
add sexual orientation and gender identity to 
the list of categories protected by federal law 
against employment discrimination. No Ameri-
can worker should lose his or her job simply 
because of who they are or who they love. 
Last year, a bipartisan majority of the Senate 
passed ENDA, and the President renews his call 
for the House to do the same.”

Gregory T. Angelo, executive director of Log 
Cabin Republicans, was unimpressed with the 
president’s speech, calling it “more of the 
same.” He, too, dinged the president’s speech 
for what it lacked.

“While the President’s calls for a more equal 
nation are welcome,” said Angelo, “there is a 
profound irony in the absence of any mention 
of [ENDA].”

LGBT activists have been, since the begin-
ning of President Obama’s first term, pressuring 
the White House to issue an executive order 
barring sexual orientation discrimination by 
federal contractors. Others have urged him to 
speak out more forcefully for ENDA. 

Coincidentally, the Movement Advancement 
Project, in releasing its biennial assessment of 
the LGBT civil rights movement Tuesday, noted 
that the “top 50 federal government contrac-
tors (81 percent) include sexual orientation in 
their nondiscrimination policies.” 

Even the Human Rights Campaign, one of 
the LGBT community’s strongest supporters 
of President Obama, could not hide its disap-
pointment.

“The president’s message tonight failed to 
address the needs of LGBT workers looking for a 
fair shake in this economy,” said HRC President 
Chad Griffin in a statement issued after the ad-
dress. “Not only was there no call for the House 
to pass a federal law to protect LGBT workers 
nationwide, President Obama also sidestepped 
his commitment to take action where Congress 
has left off, leaving out an order prohibiting 
discrimination by federal contractors. Unfortu-

nately, President Obama missed a real opportu-
nity to use the State of the Union to improve 
the lives of LGBT people by taking immediate 
executive action to address anti-LGBT discrimi-
nation for the millions of Americans employed 
by federal contractors.”

As in past years, President Obama included 
an openly gay person among the special guests 

joining the First Lady in the House gallery dur-
ing the State of the Union address. Tuesday 
night it was Jason Collins, the National Basket-
ball Association player who, last year, became 
the first male player in a major American team 
sport to come out as gay.

Copyright 2014 by Keen News Service. all 
rights reserved.

LGBTs disappointed
with State of the
Union speech

President Obama. Photo by Patsy Lynch
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By LiSa KeeN
KeeN NeWS SeRviCe
 
An independent think tank that studies the 
progress of the movement on equal rights 
for LGBT people released its latest report 
Jan. 28, and the assessment is a surprising 
“mixed.” 

The Movement Advancement Project’s 
(MAP’s) “Momentum Report” acknowledges 
“unprecedented progress” towards marriage 
equality in the past two years but notes that, 
while 17 states allow same-sex couples to 
marry, 33 don’t. And progress on other issues 
of importance to the LGBT movement, such 
as bullying and employment discrimination, 
‘have slowed significantly.”

“In fact, over half of U.S. states lack even 
the basic laws protecting LGBT people from 
discrimination in housing, employment and 
public accommodations,” notes MAP, a Den-
ver-based group whose work is funded by 13 
foundations and LGBT supporters, including 
the Gill Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the 
David Geffen Foundation, and James Hormel. 

“The fact is, most states have passed few 
or no laws protecting LGBT people,” states 
the report. “In the spirit of Charles Dickens’ 
famous line, ‘It was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times,’ the remarkable progress 
of recent years in some states has obscured 
the fact that in a majority of states, LGBT 
people still are treated under the law as sec-
ond-class citizens.”

The report divides the states into three 
categories: “High Equality” states (20 plus 
D.C.), “Medium Equality” states (2-Wisconsin 
and Indiana), and “Low Equality” states. The 
“High Equality” states include California, Illi-
nois, Massachusetts, and New York. The “Low 
Equality” states include Arizona, Florida, 
Michigan, and Texas.

The report said momentum favors contin-

ued progress in marriage equality, in large 
part because public opinion polls show a 
growing percentage of Americans accept 
the fairness of allowing same-sex couples 
to marry. But it noted that, despite the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s landmark decision striking 
down the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), 
the availability of benefits involving certain 
federal agencies—Social Security, Medicaid, 
and Medicare, to name three big ones—re-
mains “unclear.”

The report also noted “real progress” in 
fighting discrimination through local gov-
ernment ordinances and major employer pol-
icies. It noted that 188 local governments in 
states with no sexual orientation discrimina-
tion protection now prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation, as does 91 per-
cent of Fortune 500 corporations.

Among the more interesting facts included 
in the report this year are:

—Every state but one has an openly LGBT 
elected official;

—There are more than one million LGBT 
veterans; 71,000 are serving in the military 
currently;

—There are about 140,000 transgender 
veterans;

—Only 21 states and D.C. have “unam-
biguous laws” allowing same-sex couples to 
adopt children;

—Twenty percent of hate crimes reported 
by law enforcement agencies to the FBI in 
2012 involved sexual orientation bias; 

—Three times as many people between the 
ages of 18 and 29 self-identify as LGBT com-
pared to people 65 and older; and

—“The number of regular and recurring 
LGBT characters on broadcast network televi-
sion reached its highest point in five years 
during the 2012-13 season.” 

Copyright 2014 by Keen News Service. 
all rights reserved.

MAP report analyzes
LGBT progress

i2i takes part in Lunar New Year Parade
Invisible to Invincible: Asian and Pacific Islander Pride of Chicago (i2i) participated for the 

second year in a row in Chinatown’s Lunar New Year Parade celebrating the Year of the Horse. 
Members, friends, and allies marched and were greeted with smiling faces and supportive 

cheers, as i2i made an additional banner this year with inclusive languages. After the parade, 
i2i held a social potluck to welcome in the new year together. 

Founded in 2005, i2i is a multiethnic, multigender identity, and sexual orientation Asian and 
Pacific Islander grassroots, community organization. For more information, visit www.chica-
goi2i.org.

Photo and text from Liz Thomson

invisible to invincible (i2i) at the parade. Photo courtesy of Liz Thomson
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By maTT SimONeTTe

As the March 18 election determining which 
GOP gubernatorial candidate will square off 
against Pat Quinn this November draws near, 
Dan Rutherford finds himself in a difficult posi-
tion—publicly addressing allegations of wrong-
doing in his office of state treasurer without 
acknowledging what the allegations consist of, 
or even from whom the complaints originated.

Rutherford spoke with Windy City Times 
about the controversy Feb. 2.

On Jan. 31, Rutherford called a press confer-
ence to say a Chicago attorney told his lawyers 
and him that allegations being investigated in 
Rutherford’s office would go away if they paid 
the originator of the complaints $300,000. But 
Rutherford would not divulge who had made 
the allegations, or what the allegations were, 
at his Jan. 31 press conference, nor did he do 
so when he spoke to Windy City Times.

Rutherford is running against venture capi-
talist Bruce Rauner as well as state Sens. Bill 
Brady and Kirk Dillard.

Possible details emerged about the case the 
evening of Jan. 31, however. According to Chi-
cago Sun-Times, a male employee in the trea-
surer’s office was alleging sexual harassment 
by Rutherford. The employee planned to file 
both an EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission) complaint and a complaint that 
his First Amendment rights had been violated. 
Chicagonow.com reported that the employee 
alleged he had to work on outside political ac-
tivities while on the state clock.

Rutherford had been the subject of gay ru-
mors and in August 2013 told Windy City Times, 
“I’m not gay.” He repeated that assertion when 
asked again Feb. 2.

He is adamant that the allegations are mo-

tivated by politics more than anything else 
and said that his rival Rauner is behind them; 
on Jan. 31, he noted that Christine Svenson, 
the complainant’s attorney, had done work for 
Rauner’s campaign. Svenson said in a state-
ment, however, that that work only entailed 
reviewing an office lease last April.

Rauner’s campaign denies any wrongdoing 
in the matter. In a Jan. 31 statement, Raun-
er spokesman Mike Schrimpf said, “Treasurer 
Rutherford should spend his time answering 
the serious claims made against him by a state 
employee, rather than trying to distract at-
tention with false claims against us,” Chicago 
Sun-Times reported.

Rutherford said that his office was informed 
of the allegations shortly before his Jan. 23 
debate in Peoria.

“Our in-house general counsel got an email 
from Christine Svenson saying the she was 
representing an employee from inside the Trea-
surer’s office,” said Rutherford. “…The next 
day, they set up a conference with her and our 
in-house general counsel and our outside labor 
counsel. Both attorneys were on the line with 
her in which she generally outlined the allega-
tions. During that conversation, she said that 
they would be willing to ‘keep it under wraps’ 
and ‘resolve it’ for $300,000.”

Rutherford said he and his counsel were tak-
en aback by Svenson allegedly volunteering to 
drop the matter for a pre-set dollar amount.

“I think that was the part that really caused 
all of us concern, when it is them saying, 
‘keep it under wraps,’ and them saying, ‘for 
$300,000.’”

But in a Jan. 31 statement, Svenson charac-
terized the discussions as being negotiations 
in good faith.

“Mr. Rutherford’s general counsel and in-

house counsel both expressed a strong inter-
est in keeping the matter private, and also 
expressed an appreciation for our willingness 
to do so,” Svenson said. “We were exchanging 
information and negotiating on a good-faith 
basis for days until as recently as yesterday 
[Jan. 30]. These types of negotiations are, 
in my experience, common with regard to the 
Treasurer’s office and have nothing to do with 
politics or the gubernatorial primary.” 

Rutherford said that the matter would be in-
vestigated this week by an outside firm, add-
ing, “The challenge I have is, I can’t mention 
the name, or the allegations, or the facts that 
I have to refute them—that’s what puts it in 
a politically tenuous situation just before the 
election.”

He would not say whether his office would 
press for legal prosecution. “I prefer not to go 
down that path right now. We’re going to have 
our internal investigators go through every-
thing. Let’s just suggest we’re going to keep 
all options open.”

Rutherford maintained that the legal wrangle 
would not be an insurmountable hurdle for the 
campaign. “The campaign is going well—it’s 
pretty obvious that it had been going so well, 
because now we’re at that season in which 
you’re going to try to take out your opponent 
and destroy them,” he said.

The campaign will soon be launching tele-
vision commercials; Rauner has been running 
commercials for some time now, while neither 
Brady nor Dillard have run television advertis-
ing in their campaigns. Rutherford also said 
that his campaign is financially sustainable, 
with about 26,000 individual contributors. “I’m 
not a self-funder. We raise our money from peo-
ple who give the $25, $50 [and] $100 checks, 
and we’re very judicious in how we spend the 
money,” he said.

Windy City Times’ August profile of Ruther-
ford can be found at: http://www.windycity-
mediagroup.com/lgbt/GOP-gubernatorial-can-
didate-talks-LGBT-support/43998.html.

Rutherford: Legal troubles 
won’t harm campaign

Dan Rutherford. 
Photo by 
Kate Sosin
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www.CrawleyForJudge.org

JAMES PATRICK CRAWLEY • DEMOCRAT FOR JUDGE • VEAL VACANCY

• The only LGBT candidate running countywide. 

• Found “Recommended” by the Lesbian and Gay Bar 
   Association of Chicago (LAGBAC).

• Received the highest judicial rating possible from several 
   bar groups including the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois.

• James Crawley is, “hardworking ... has extensive practice experience... 
   and is well regarded for his dedication to the law and his integrity.” 
   [Source: Chicago Bar Association]

• Endorsed by Congressman Mike Quigley,  State Representative Greg Harris,  
   State Representative Sara Feigenholtz, labor unions and 
   Democratic ward organizations. 

• Has a demonstrated 30-year record supporting LGBT causes 
   and people with HIV/AIDS.

 Say   I Do TO

PRIMARY ELECTION 
MARCH 18, 2014

© 2013 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

James E. Elvord, AWM
First Vice President - Financial Advisor
500 West Madison Street, Suite 2500
Chicago, IL  60661
(312) 559-1738 • (800) 683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com

Enjoy a Long, 
Happy Life Together
Dreaming about your new life together is easy. Preparing financially for 
your ideal life, however, is often more complex. I have the experience 
and knowledge to help you accomplish your goals, through each 
stage of your life. Call today for a complimentary consultation.

There’s Wealth in Our Approach.™

http://www.rbc.com
http://www.crawleyforjudge.org
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 And it’s not just the high-profile contin-
gent. There was, for instance, a viral campaign 
launched in late January titled “Fuck You 
Putin,” which six students and their teacher 
spearheaded in Sweden in response to Russia’s 
anti-gay laws—with their middle-finger salute 
aimed directly at Vladimir Putin, the Russian 
president. Organized through Facebook, the 
campaign calls for pro-LGBT individuals around 
the world to use their mobile phones to Tweet, 
Facebook or Instagram a picture of themselves 
flipping off the camera with the tag #fuckyo-
uputin. 
 That campaign’s goal is to bring further at-
tention and visibility to the anti-gay laws in 
Russia and the plight of LGBT Russians—and 
countless other groups, causes and individuals 
also have the same goal.
 “Sochi creates an interesting scenario be-
cause there has been more interest and main-
stream media coverage of LGBT in sports due 
to the [fact that the] Winter Olympics are hap-
pening in a country with anti-gay laws,” said 
Rob Smitherman, a former Chicago resident 
now living in Cleveland and part of the orga-
nizing committee for the 2014 Gay Games, to 
be held this August in Ohio. “When the Olym-
pics happened in London, there was little, if 
any, discussion of inclusion of LGBT athletes 
on a widespread level. So, ironically, one of the 
legacies of the 2014 Winter Olympics will be a 
more global appreciation and understanding of 
the importance of welcoming everybody to the 
playing fields around the world.”
 Daniel Vaudrin, of Montreal, is the president 
of the Gay and Lesbian International Sport As-
sociation (GLISA), the international sport and 
human rights organization that runs the qua-
drennial, multi-sport World Outgames. “I think 
[the Sochi Games are] an amazing opportunity 
for the LGBT community to really have a global 
discussion [on gay rights].”
 Since the passage of Russia’s anti-gay propa-
ganda law, the spotlight on gays in Russia has 
been ever-present—and certainly eye-opening. 
In late January, for instance, the video of Rus-
sian protestor Pavel Lebedev made its way 
around the world via the Internet. Lebedev was 
tackled by police and then forcefully removed 
after waving a rainbow flag during an Olympic 
torch procession in his hometown of Voronezh, 
Russia.
 “Hosting the games here contradicts the ba-
sic principles of the Olympics, which is to cul-
tivate tolerance,” Lebedev told the Associated 
Press, which contacted him by phone while he 
was at the police station.
 Smitherman said the Lebedev incident was 
“so sad” to watch, and also “shows how lucky 
we are in the United States, how far we have to 
go, and why it is important that the Gay Games 
exists.”
 Brian Kupersmit, president of the predomi-
nantly gay Chicago Metropolitan Sports Asso-
ciation (CMSA), expressed hope that “issues,” 
gay or others, would not cast a further shadow 
over the 2014 Sochi Games, “especially at a 
time when the world is coming together to 
celebrate athletes, many who have trained 
their whole lives for these Games,” he said. 
“But unfortunately, my gut tells me that there 
will be [more issues]. The entire world will be 
watching and I suspect visitors and athletes 
will show their support through the use of the 
rainbow flag. We all will have to wait and see 
how the Russian government and the [Interna-
tional Olympic Committee] IOC handle what-
ever arises.”
 President Obama sent a loud message to Pu-
tin and the entire country of Russia that he 
does not support their anti-gay ways. He opted 
out of the official U.S. delegation to the So-
chi Olympics and, instead, is sending a group 
featuring three high-profile gays: tennis leg-
end Billie Jean King, three-time Olympic fig-
ure skater Brian Boitano and former Olympic 
hockey player Caitlin Cahow.

 Obama will not be attending, nor will a mem-
ber of the president’s family or an active Cabi-
net secretary, marking the first time in at least 
20 years that no U.S. president, vice president, 
one of their wives or a current cabinet secre-
tary will be in a U.S. Olympic delegation.
 The highest-ranking official will be former 
Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napoli-
tano.
 “The inclusion of LGBT athletes in the U.S. 
delegation shows the world that the United 
States is willing to stand up for what’s right 
in the face of something so wrong as Russia’s 
anti-gay laws,” Smitherman said. “More impor-
tantly, the delegation represents the diversity 
in sport, signaling to all the LGBT competi-
tors—those who are openly gay and those who 
are still closeted—that their world-class talent 
is appreciated and welcomed.”
Kupersmit added, “Sending openly gay athletes 
to represent the U.S. sends a clear message to 
the Russian government and the world that we 
are proud of all of our athletes, both straight 
and gay, and will not allow the ignorance of 
world leaders to push anyone into the closet or 
off the world stage.”
 Cyd Zeigler, the co-founder of gay sports 
website Outsports.com, said Obama’s inclusion 
of Cahow “was the most powerful selection, 
because she is there clearly to include LGBT 
athletes.”
 Hayley Wickenheiser, meanwhile, was named 
Canada’s flag-bearer for the opening ceremo-
nies at the Sochi Olympics, it was announced 
in late January.
 A women’s hockey legend who has led her Ca-
nadian team to three consecutive Olympic gold 
medals, Wickenheiser, 35, is making her fifth 
Olympic appearance. She also has long been 
outspoken against Russia’s anti-gay legislation 
and the right of athletes to compete at the 
Olympics no matter what their sexual orienta-
tion.
 Cries for a boycott of the Sochi Games, based 
on Russia’s anti-gay stance, have reverberated 
worldwide since moments after that country 
passed the laws.
 Others, meanwhile, have been just as ada-
mant that any boycott would do nothing what-
soever to advance gay-rights.
 Smitherman, Kupersmit and Zeigler all op-
posed a boycott.
 “The 2014 Gay Games does not support a 
boycott,” Smitherman said. “While we cer-
tainly do not support Russia’s anti-gay laws, 
this is about the athletes. We support all of the 
athletes competing. We also think the Winter 
Olympics in Russia offers an excellent opportu-
nity to further the discussion of the LGBT com-
munity in sports, and the value of welcoming 
and inclusive playing fields around the world.”
 Kupersmit said that a boycott of the Games 
hurts the athletes more than anything.
 Think back to 1936, Kupersmit said. Jesse 
Owens went to Berlin to compete for the U.S. 
Adolf Hitler was using those Games, held in 
Germany, as a way to push “Nazi propaganda, 
promoting concepts of ‘Aryan racial superior-
ity’ and depicted ethnic Africans as inferior,’” 
Kupersmit said. 
 Owens, an African-American track-and-field 
sensation, won four gold medals at the 1936 
Berlin Games—and was the most successful 
athlete at those Summer Olympics.
 “The fact that we did not boycott the Games 
in 1936 allowed one athlete, Owens, to take 
hold of history and turn a dark period of time 
into something much brighter that, to this day, 
continues to inspire athletes from all walks of 
life,” Kupersmit said. “I really hope that the 
openly gay athletes competing in the 2014 
Games achieve the same results.”
 Zeigler added, “From day one I said a boy-
cott was a terrible idea. It punished the wrong 
people. Plus, no boycott of the Olympic Games 
has ever accomplished a thing. You don’t win 
by sitting on the sidelines; you win by partici-
pating to your fullest.”
 GLISA’s Vaudrin said by phone in late Janu-
ary that GLISA also has never, ever supported a 

boycott of the Winter Olympics.
 A boycott “would have been the wrong mes-
sage, especially since, if you’re not present, 
you’re not able to talk about anything,” Vau-
drin said.
 The Federation of Gay Games (FGG) opposed 
an athlete or a country boycott, but it does 
support a political boycott. “The intention of 
Vladimir Putin is to use these Olympics as a 
stage to promote himself and his regime,” said 
Marc Naimark, Vice President, External Affairs 
for the Federation of Gay Games (FGG). “By 
refusing to attend, world leaders deprive him 
of this opportunity and show their opposition 
to the host country’s policies without harming 
athletes.”
 NBC will broadcast the Sochi Games, and the 
network’s most high-profile announcer, Bob 
Costas, has made it clear in pre-Olympic in-
terviews that he will address Russia’s anti-gay 
stance—and he wants to talk about it face-to-
face with Putin himself.
 “If Putin doesn’t drag his butt into the stu-
dio, then we’ll talk about [Russian anti-gay 
laws] without him,” Costas told the press in 
early January. “But if he shows up, we’d rather 
talk to him.”
 Bernard Cherkasov, the CEO of Equality Il-
linois, said the 2014 Sochi Games are taking 
place at a time when the world has made tre-
mendous progress toward LGBT equality—and 
yet the Games are being hosted “by a regime 
that is not just unfriendly, but has taken af-
firmative steps to marginalize and oppress its 
LGBT citizens,” he said.
 The response of the democratic countries to 
recent Russian actions has not been strong 
enough, Cherkasov added. “Sending a U.S. del-
egation that [features] openly LGBT athletes is 
symbolic, but it doesn’t show Russia that there 
are consequences to their bad actions. 
 “If there is a silver lining to this, it is that 
fair-minded people all over the world are look-
ing at Russia’s homophobic actions and are 
having conversations [about] LGBT equality 
and oppression.”
 Smitherman said that the 2014 Gay Games 
(Aug. 9-16 in Northeast Ohio) is supporting 
the Russian LGBT Sports Federation, and have 
a special offer for Gay Games participants. Any-
one who uses the code “Sochi” through the end 
of March will receive $10 off general registra-
tion and have $20 of their registration fee do-
nated to the Russian LGBT Sports Federation. 
“[Gay Games] participants can save [money] 
and donate to support the athletes who face 
Russia’s anti-gay laws year-round,” he said.
 Vaudrin speculated that, “for sure—it’s al-

most inevitable” that something major is going 
to happen during the Sochi Games for a gay, or 
anti-gay, forefront.
 “I would not be surprised if [a major gay in-
cident occurs], but would be extremely disap-
pointed if it turned to violence because the 
LGBT community has never been about vio-
lence; it’s about being there in the street, in 
your face, discussing, shouting, screaming … 
but it’s never been about guns or violence, ex-
plosions, or killing other people,” he said. 
 FGG’s Naimark said the first “gay issue” is 
the fear instilled by the Russian government 
and the IOC. “For athletes who are gay, any 
concerns they may have about their safety in 
general or in the case of any demonstration 
of their sexual orientation, for example, em-
bracing a partner, can interfere with their per-
formance,” Naimark said. “The IOC needed to 
make clear what behavior was acceptable, rath-
er than hiding behind Rule 50 of the Olympic 
Charter. Thomas Bach has just now made clear 
something we encouraged him to announce at 
our meeting on Nov. 30: that athletes are free 
to respond to journalists’ questions as they see 
fit.”
 Blake Skjellerup, a speed skater from New 
Zealand, came out as gay after competing in 
the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, where 
he finished 16th. He was poised to compete as 
an out and proud gay Olympian in Sochi, and 
even promised to wear an official Olympic rain-
bow pin on his uniform—and he would have 
been the first publicly out male athlete to ever 
compete in a Winter Olympics. But Skjellerup 
finished 33rd in qualifying for the 500-meter 
short track speed skating event, which was one 
spot out of automatic qualification. 
 Russian Olympic organizers denied a request 
to host a Pride House at the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. Pride House, 
which was first organized for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics and Paralympic Games in Vancouver, 
is a welcoming venue for LGBT athletes, fans, 
allies, and others during international sporting 
events. 
 But officials with Pride House International 
didn’t stop when told “No” for Sochi.
 Instead, in late January, Pride House Inter-
national (PHI) announced that almost 30 com-
munities around the world would be hosting a 
Remote Pride House.
 Chicago is scheduled to have a Remote Pride 
House, according to the PHI website.
 Les Johnson is promoting remote Pride Hous-
es in the U.S., where about 10 are scheduled.
 The hosts of future Pride Houses are jump-
ing on the Remote Pride House bandwagon, in-
cluding Glasgow (2014 Commonwealth Games), 
Brazil (2014 FIFA World Cup), and Toronto 
(2015 Pan Am Games), as well as the orga-
nizing committees for the 2014 Gay Games in 
Cleveland and the next World Outgames in Mi-
ami (2017). 
 Another campaign aimed at showing support 
for the LGBT community is the Same-Sex Hand-
Holding Initiative (SSHHI), which is asking 
attendees at the 2014 Sochi Olympic and Para-
lympic Games to take every opportunity to hold 
hands in public with a person of the same sex 
to denounce the anti-gay laws in Russia and to 
call the IOC to action to end discrimination in 
sport, according to its website. 
 SSHHI has an ongoing photo campaign, 
featuring same-sex individuals. Photos for 
the campaign, including photos taken in mid-
January at the Sin City Shootout, a multi-sport 
LGBT event held in Las Vegas, and elsewhere.
Smitherman has been photographed for the 
SSHHI, as well as trans mixed martial-arts 
fighter Fallon Fox, and Kurt Dahl, the president 
of FGG and a Chicago area resident.
 “It will be a strong signal that there are LGBT 
people in Sochi,” Vaudrin said.

SOCHI from cover

/windycitymediagroup

Openly gay figure-skating legend Brian 
Boitano is part of the U.S. delegation to the 
Sochi Winter Olympics.
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By CaRRie maxWeLL

Bob Gammie, 88, a longtime community leader 
and activist, died January 30 due to cardiac ar-
rest. For the past few years he battled bilateral 
lung cancer, COPD and heart failure.

Lori Cannon, longtime community HIV/AIDS 
activist and co-founder of Vital Bridges Center 
on Chronic Care of Heartland Health Outreach, 
relayed his death to Windy City Times.

Gammie was born Oct. 19, 1925 in Oak Park, 
Ill., and he was raised in Riverside, Ill. He 
served in both the Army and Air Force during 
World War II. Prior to his retirement, Gammie 
managed the unemployment office in Evan-
ston, Ill., for many years.

Gammie is survived by two devoted friends, 

William R. North and Frank McManigal; brother 
of Helen (B.J.) Johnson of Lake Geneva, Wis., 
and Mary (Mark) Anderson of Bailey, Colo.; and 
uncle of Christine Johnson and Robert John-
son. He was preceded in death by another de-
voted friend, Paul Moore.

Known as “Ma” or “Gammie” among many of 
his friends, he was active in the community 
for more than 60 years, most recently with the 
group Chicago Prime Timers and the SAGE pro-
gram at the Center on Halsted. Gammie moved 
to Chicago in 1949, and during the 1950s and 
1960s he organized social gatherings—includ-
ing weekly Tuesday night barbecues, soft-
ball games that later morphed into Chicago’s 
gay softball leagues, bowling and volleyball 
games—that evolved into the Lincoln Park 

Lagooners, Chicagoland’s first gay and lesbian 
social organization. 

He was also known for his Halloween and 
New Year’s Eve parties as well as the Thanks-
giving and Christmas dinners he hosted for 
members of the community, including many of 
whom had no place to go.

As a community leader and activist, Gammie 
helped a number of local LGBT organizations 
including the Howard Brown Memorial Clinic by 
combining fun with fundraising. He held many 
fundraising events in the 1980s at his home 
and at the Aragon Ballroom as well as other 
locations around Chicago. These events drew 
thousands of people with the profits going to 
support Howard Brown Health Center, Horizons 
Community Service (now the Center on Halst-
ed) and other LGBT charities.

Gammie was inducted in the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame in 2010 and also served 
as a board member of Chicago Prime Timers for 
12 years. 

“I will remember him as the person who al-
ways said let’s go and where’s the next party,” 
said North. “Bob told me that being inducted 
into the Hall of Fame was the highlight of his 
life.”

“I was one of many of the hundreds of people 
who attended his annual New Year’s Eve bash 
at his historic address 5333 North Lakewood. 
These were parties of the highest order and 
by that I mean old school. It was an end-of-
the-year celebration for all and the house was 
packed with members of the community; how-
ever, in the early to mid-’80s the party stopped 
for me with the burgeoning HIV/AIDS epidem-
ic,” said Cannon.

“While we organized volunteers to deliver 
meals to homebound people living with AIDS, 
Bob continued his association and contribu-
tions to community organizations like the 
Lincoln Park Lagooners and the Prime Timers,” 
Cannon added. “As somebody who respected 
the mission of feeding people, many of whom 
were his young friends whom he lost, Bob be-
came a donor and a support when we opened 
our pantry in the early ‘90s. Bob also became a 
regular visitor to our center in Edgewater. As a 
well known and longtime member of the senior 
LGBT community, I appreciated the kindness 
and support Bob offered my program, our low-
income clients, and volunteers.” 

One person who benefitted from Gammie’s 
generosity was Albert Prieto. “Bob had a Vic-
torian home in Edgewater and he took in bor-
ders over the years including Albert who lived 
with Bob for two and a half years,” said Pri-
eto’s partner, Joseph Zanoni. “Bob supported 
people who needed a place to stay because 
they couldn’t afford an apartment on their 

own and/or wanted companionship/support. 
That is where the den-mother side of Bob’s life 
came into play, as he welcomed people into his 
home. They became his family.

“I met Bob through Albert and one year 
Bob invited us to Thanksgiving and both of 
us ended up at the kids’ table since we are so 
much younger than Bob and his other friends. 
He was so welcoming and loving to everyone 
as well as a very unique person. We are sad to 
see him go.”

Prieto continued, “I had barely come out to 
my family but Bob made it a point to throw a 
big bash for my 30th birthday. This was before 
I met Joseph. I didn’t want a party but Bob 
didn’t listen and it ended up being so much 
fun. Bob also made a point to invite my family 
to the party. That night meant so much to me 
and I will remember Bob as a very generous and 
heartwarming person.”

“Bob always said life is a party and he was 
the hostess with the mostest. He had so much 
energy and we all fed off of it. It was con-
tagious,” said his longtime friend and former 
roommate, Greg Neil. “He acquired the nick-
name ‘Ma’ because he was a den mother to so 
many younger gay men like myself. I also lived 
in his home which he called The ‘Winter Pal-
ace.’ It was so refreshing for me to see Bob live 
as an openly gay man long before anyone was 
talking about gay rights.”

A memorial service/celebration of Gammie’s 
life is in the planning stages and will be held 
in April.

Longtime leader and
activist Bob Gammie dies

Bob Gammie (right) with then-mayor Richard Daley.

LGBT bar 
association to
honor Allstate 
lawyer

The National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender (LGBT) Bar Association an-
nounced it has selected Elliot Stultz—se-
nior vice president, assistant secretary and 
deputy general counsel of Allstate Insur-
ance Company—to receive its Out & Proud 
Corporate Counsel Award during a Feb. 6 
reception at Chicago’s Metropolitan Club, 
according to a press release.

Stultz is the executive sponsor of All-
state’s LGBT resource group, ANGLES 
(Allstate Network of Gay and Lesbian Em-
ployees and Supporters), which includes 
approximately 200 members from All-
state’s offices across the country.
 Email Kelly@LGBTbar.org for additional 
information.

INTERNATIONAL 
KENNEL CLUB 
DOG SHOW

IKCDOGSHOW.COM       

FEBRUARY 24–26 
8:00AM – 4:00PM

McCORMICK PLACE 
LAKESIDE CENTER

COME SEE 6000 PUREBRED DOGS ON DISPLAY / 125 VENDORS / 
OBEDIENCE COMPETITION / BARN HUNT / FACEPAINTING / 
SERVICE DOG DEMOS / MEET THE BREEDS / CANINE FASHION SHOW / 
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY / BEST IN SHOW AND MORE!

TICKETS $20 ADULTS / $15 SENIORS
TWO DAY PASS: $25 ADULTS/ $20 SENIORS 

KIDS UNDER 12 FREECASH ONLY. ATM AVAILABLE.

$2
OFF

REGULAR PRICE 
ADULT ADMISSION
Does not apply to senior or children’s admission. 
Reproduction of coupon not accepted. Not valid 
with any other discount. One coupon per ticket.
Please check ikcdogshow.com to confirm 
breed schedules.

IKC_WINDYCITY_PRINT_2014_2.indd   1 1/28/14   4:54 PM

featuring questions from 
the exciting new game

Fri., February 7
Bountiful Eatery
3312 N. Broadway
Game starts at 7 pm

That’s So GAY!

Hosted by

“KWizmaster” Kirk Williamson
& Tracy Baim

AN LGBT TRIVIA NIGHT
Chance to win prizes 
and have great fun!

bountifuleatery.com  •  thatssogaygame.com

For more on the event:
www.meetup.com/SceneFree/
events/161156402/

http://www.ikcdogshow.com
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By maTT SimONeTTe

Bishop Thomas Paprocki of the Springfield 
Diocese—who, last November, held a mass 
exorcism that coincided with gay marriage 
being signed into law by Gov. Pat Quinn—
has compared supporters of same-sex mar-
riage to children in need of punishment by 
their parents, Rawstory.com reported.

In an interview posted Jan. 27 on Lifesite-
News.com, a website containing primarily 
anti-abortion content, Paprocki also said 
that gay marriage emanated from a “lie” but 
that his opposition was intended as a loving 
gesture.

“You have to understand what love is all 
about,” Paprocki said. “Love is really to seek 
the best for people, and by being opposed to 
the redefinition of marriage, and being op-
posed to the things that are sinful—that’s 
actually a very loving thing.”

He added, “Perhaps it’s the permissive-
ness of our society, that when you don’t 
give someone something they want, you’re 
being hateful, but any good parent will tell 
you that sometimes you have to disappoint 
your child. Sometimes you have to say ‘no’ 
and sometimes you have to punish. When a 
parent does these things, they’re not being 
hateful to they’re children, they’re showing 
them the loving way of doing things.”

He also explained that the ritual in No-

vember was a “minor exorcism,” comparable 
to an exorcism that would be performed at a 
child’s baptism.

Paprocki said that he has received sup-
port from both Catholics and non-Catholics 
“who believe in the proper understanding 
of marriage and in God’s divine plan.” He 
characterized his opposition as coming from 
“secular media” and politicians pushing a 
“stridently secular agenda.”

He denounced much of what’s reported in 
the media as “a lot of lies, [and] dishonest 
things being said—for example, the claim 
that children being brought up in homes 
with same-sex couples have no adverse ef-
fects. There are statistics and studies that 
show that’s simply not the case. The whole 
idea that two people who love each other 
and should be able to get married, even if 
they are the same sex—that’s basically a 
lie.”

Paprocki added that he was going to con-
tinue his struggle. “We are facing a lot of un-
truths out there. We just have to be persis-
tent and courageous, and stand up to that.”

Paprocki’s interview was recorded at the 
March for Life in Washington D.C.

Data released in October from a Quinnipiac 
University poll suggested that 60 percent of 
U.S. Catholics support same-sex marriage, 
while 31 percent are opposed.

Springfield bishop:
Gay marriage is ‘basically a lie’

Friday, July 4
—Independence Day  

Wednesday, July 9
—Taste of Chicago 2014 Annual City of Chicago 
food festival begins

Saturday, July 12
—Ride For AIDS Chicago (through July 13)

Saturday, July 19
—11th Annual Disability Pride Parade

Friday, aug. 1
—Lollapalooza 3-day music festival

Saturday, aug. 9
—North Halsted Market Days
—Gay Games (Aug. 9 through 16 in Ohio)

Sunday, aug. 10
—North Halsted Market Days  

Saturday, aug. 16
—Dance for Life Chicago

Sunday, aug. 17
—Air & Water Show

Thursday, aug. 21
—National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Association 
Convention and 10th LGBT Media Summit, 4 days 
in Chicago

Friday, aug. 29
—Mr Continental Pageant through Aug. 30

Sunday, aug. 31
—Miss Continental Pageant through Sept. 1.

monday, Sept. 1
—Labor Day 

Tuesday, Sept. 23
—Bi Visibility Day

Thursday, Sept. 25
—Rosh Hashanah

—Windy City Times 29th Anniversary; Windy City 
Times was founded in 1985. 

Saturday, Oct. 4
—AIDS Run & Walk Chicago: Date tentative 
—Yom Kippur

Saturday, Oct. 11
—Coming Out Day

monday, Oct. 13
—Columbus Day 

Thursday, Oct. 16
—Spirit Day: Go purple against bullying 

Friday, Oct. 31
—Halloween 

Tuesday, Nov. 4
—General elections

Tuesday, Nov. 11
—Veterans Day 

Thursday, Nov. 20
—Transgender Day of Remembrance

Thursday, Nov. 27
—Thanksgiving

monday, Dec. 1
—World AIDS Day

Thursday, Dec. 4
—AIDS Foundation of Chicago: World of Chocolate

Wednesday, Dec. 17
—Chanukah (first day; through Dec. 24)

Thursday, Dec. 25
—Christmas 

Friday, Dec. 26
—Kwanzaa (until Jan. 1)

Wednesday, Dec. 31
—New Year’s Eve

Windy City Times presents here some highlights of the second half of the 2014 calendar 
year in Chicago. See full details and many more events in the online calendar for Windy City 
Times, posted here: www.windycitymediagroup.com/gay/chicago/events/upcoming.php .
 Make sure to send your calendar listings to this email as soon as you have events: 
calendar@windycitymediagroup.com .
 Groups can also post their own events here: 
www.windycitymediagroup.com/gay/chicago/events/postanevent.php .

2014 Planning Calendar

WINDY CITY TIMES 
& CENTER ON HALSTED

A NEW LECTURE SERIES
PRESENTED BY

Sat., Mar. 1, 2014, 11am-1pm

LOURDES TORRESS
Making Familia from Scratch: Towards a History of Latina 
Lesbian Organizing in Chicago
Lourdes Torres is Professor of Latin American and Latino Studies at DePaul University. 
Since the scholarship that exists on lesbian organizing in the Midwest neglects to 
engage with the history of Latina lesbian organizing, this project constitutes an effort 

to name Latina lesbians as agents of change and active subjects of a multiracial history of grassroots 
organizing. Torres writes: “I explore the history of two organizations in Chicago—Amigas Latinas and 
LLENA. I discuss the efforts of the organizations to create Latina lesbian visibility in both the ‘Latino’ 
and ‘lesbian’ social and political cultures of Chicago, and their successful and unsuccessful efforts 
to negotiate divergent national and ethnic histories, class and linguistic differences, and the diverse 
political stances of their membership.”

Sat., 4/5/14  

Anne Balay
Steel Closets: Gay, Lesbian, and 
Transgender Steelworkers

Sat., 5/3/14  

Timothy Stewart-Winter
From Civil Rights to Gay Rights 
in Chicago

$25 per lecture

https://community.centeronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity

Lavender University is a 9-month 
lecture series featuring top academic 

and activist LGBTQs working on a wide 
range of research and interests. It is 
sponsored by Windy City Times and 

Center on Halsted.
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NeXt lecture

Lesbian judical
candidate 
withdraws

Linda Pauel has withdrawn her candidacy 
for judge of the circuit court of Cook County, 
Tenth Subcircuit.

Pauel actually withdrew in December. A 
post on her Facebook page reads, “I’m an-
nouncing the withdrawal of my candidacy 
for Circuit Court Judge in the 10th subcircuit 
and throwing my support behind the slated 
candidate, Judge Anthony Kyriakopoulos.

“This was a very difficult decision to make 
but, ultimately, the right one. Judge Tony 
was slated by the 10th subcircuit commit-
tee on Friday. I was slated as the alternate 
and look forward to running should another 
vacancy become available. My ultimate goal 
is to make it to the bench but I am happy 
to continue serving the community through 
my work at the City’s law department and 
through my other volunteer activities.

“I could not have gotten this far without 
the support and encouragement of so many 
wonderful people including my endorsers, 
volunteers, contributors, friends and my 
amazing family. Please know that I am ex-
tremely grateful to you all.

“In the words of Hillary Clinton, ‘Life is too 
short, time is too precious, and the stakes 
are too high to dwell on what might have 
been. We have to work together for what still 
can be.’”

In an interview with Windy City Times that 
ran last August (http://www.windycityme-
diagroup.com/lgbt/ELECTIONS-14-Linda-
Pauel-Lesbian-judicial-candidate-stages-her-
comeback/44221.html), Pauel discussed 
everything from why she was running for 
judge to having former political candidate 
Ed Mullen as her press liaison.

When contacted about anything else she 
wished to say, Pauel responded to Windy City 
Times that she felt nothing additional was 
needed.
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3 JOFFREY 
PREMIERES 

CONTEMPORARY MASTERPIECES BY
BROCK CLAWSON

CHRISTOPHER WHEELDON
ALEXANDER EKMAN

TICKETS START AT $31
800.982.2787

JOFFREY.ORG/CONTEMPORARY

50 East Congress Parkway, Chicago

PERFORMS AT:

“ ASTONISHING, 

BREAKS 
BOUNDARIES, 
OUT OF THIS 

WORLD”
– Hedy Weiss, 

Chicago Sun-Times

Dancers: Ricardo Santos & Lucas Segovia  I  Photo by: Christopher Duggan

2013–2014 SEASON SPONSORS MASTERS OF DANCE SPONSORCONTINUUM 
PRODUCTION SPONSOR

Elizabeth Yntema Ferguson 
and Mark Ferguson

CROSSING ASHLAND 
PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Bill and Orli Staley

FEBRUARY 12-23 

CONTEMPORARY 
CHOREOGRAPHERS

Rony Tennenbaum has worked in jewelry manufacturing for more than 25 years after having done just about every stage of jewelry 
production—casting, polishing, setting, sourcing and more.
 About six years ago, he started a jewelry line, focused on same-sex couples’ engagement, wedding and anniversary rings.
 “One element within the industry that hooked me was the wedding portion,” Tennenbaum said. “I am a romantic, and love the idea 
of being a part of a couple’s very intimate moment of exchanging wedding vows and commitment, through symbols made of gold or 
platinum. I felt I could be a part of a couple’s ceremony without intruding on their personal moment.”
Tennenbaum starts most days at 6 a.m., and no two days are alike, he said.  
 He answers emails, then sets out on errands to collect castings, diamonds, drop offs, pickups and anything else for rings that 
may be on order. Then he often creates ads for Facebook and magazines, answers customer inquiries, write columns and 
articles, and more. “There is always an interview or a training session that needs to be done, or prepared for,” he said. “And 
among all these routines, I am always creating new collections and campaigns for upcoming seasons.”
 Tennenbaum said building a new collection, and bringing it from sketch to life, “is always thrilling to me,” he said. 
Tennenbaum also cherishes the love stories he often hears. “Their rings always play such an important role, and listening 
to their needs and desires, being a part of their journey, excites me,” he said.
 The worst part of his job is “when rings don’t turn out the way I want, or on time,” he said. 
 “One of my favorite stories was a male couple [that] came to my store [after driving] almost two hours because they 
felt comfortable and at ease discussing their ring selection with me,” he said. “After their visit, they each knew what 
the other liked and wanted, and shortly thereafter, each contacted me in secret to start work on the other’s ring. For 

three weeks I was creating these two beautiful rings, without the other knowing. The first ring was ready and about two 
days later, he proposed through teary eyes and a speech on one knee while walking along the beach. The second ring was 
ready a couple of days later, and the other partner surprised the first with a proposal of his own.”
 Tennenbaum was at their wedding last October.
 “Rings to me represent a commitment between two people,” he said. “They are a symbol of love, devotion and a 
commitment to be united in love for one another. I don’t think sexual orientation has anything to do with bringing two 
people in love together.”
 Tennenbaum said his long-term goal is to be a part of as many same-sex weddings as possible—through his 
rings, his well-wishes, or simply his thoughts.

GAY in the
LIFE

Rony Tennenbaum
TexT By ROSS FORmaN

PhOTOS COURTeSy OF TeNNeNBaUm

Age
49

Neighborhood
Andersonville

Relationship status
Partnered 20 years

Job title
Jewelry designer at Rony 
Tennenbaum

Favorite movie
The Women (1939)

Hobbies
Reading, hiking, bird watching and 
going to the beach

Favorite TV show
Downton Abbey

Favorite pizza toppings
Mushrooms and black olives

Dream vacation destination
Australia 

Little-known fact
“I love rainy days.”

http://www.joffrey.org/contemporary
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“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, Research 
Director, Community marketing, inc.
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Remembering
Gwen Avery
(1943-2014)
Gwen Avery’s voice was like a roll of thunder. 
A long, low rumble that exploded into a body-
shaking crackle. It unearthed all that was not 
exposed and anyone in the vicinity could not 
help but feel it. She was a force of nature. 
 Voices like hers are not nurtured on American 
Idol or The Voice. No. They spend years gestat-
ing in the uncomfortable beauty of real life, 
soaking in hard pains and simple joys. They 
are often overlooked, dismissed or ignored—
but most of the time, they keep on singing for 
those who have ears to hear. 
 Gwen’s voice started forming at a young age, 
growing up in her grandmother’s juke joint 
in Verona, Pennsylvania. She saw it all at an 
early age: the fighting, the sex, the fellow-
ship and the music. By the age of four, she 
was singing along with the jukebox on table 
top. The sounds of the blues, soul and gospel 
were whirling around and inside of her, helping 
her find her voice. Her grandmother, Miss Clara 
Benson, also sang and played guitar. Gwen told 
the San Francisco Gate in 2002, “When she 
opened her mouth, your hair stood on end. It 
was raw. I’m still searching for that within my-
self.” Her grandfather loved and recited poetry, 
further expanding the art of storytelling that 
she was absorbing from the blues and gospel 
music that surrounded her. 
 “I came from a house where my grandma sold 
beer and whiskey to make a living. That’s how 
I was raised—in this house of ill repute. And 
gospel music flowed in that house with whiskey 
and beer as frequently as there were church ser-
vices.”—Gwen Avery, San Francisco Bay Times
 The first time we heard Gwen on wax was 
on a live album (with other featured artists) 
titled Any Woman’s Blues, recorded live inside 
the Women’s Jail at San Bruno, California on 
December 31, 1975. Her two songs were re-
vival fire and gutbucket blues, Black power and 
woman power all rolled into one line-blurring 
presentation. She took us back to what she felt 
in that juke joint and told the world who Gwen 
Avery was.
 Olivia Records was at the forefront of the bur-
geoning women’s music movement. Founded in 
1973, the Olivia collective was producing music 
by women and for women. Their first release 
was a 45 of collective member Meg Christian 
on one side and Cris Williamson on the other. 
They made $12,000 with that 45 and used that 
money to release Meg Christian’s debut album, 
and right after, the groundbreaking Changer & 
The Changed by Cris Williamson. Changer be-
came the best–selling independent album of its 
time, going on to sell over 500,000 copies. 
 While women’s music had certainly been radi-
cal, it hadn’t yet put the spotlight on women of 
color. Linda Tillery was producing an album on 
BeBe K’Roche, an Olivia-signed band. Simulta-
neously, Gwen was introduced to the Olivia col-
lective by visual artist Marianne Boers . Mary 
Watkins began working with Olivia around the 
same time. Linda, Gwen and Mary were featured 
on the landmark collection, Lesbian Concen-
trate: A Lesbianthology of Songs & Poems in 
1977.
 It is safe to say that “Sugar Mama” was the 

break-out tune on the collection. Rich, maple 
syrup in sound. An unabashed declaration of 
love and passion: “ I wanna love you up and 
down and all over, just like I said…I wanna be 
your sugar mama…” It was inviting, endear-
ing, romantic music for women loving women, 
with Gwen, this time, starring as the crooner. 
This was music that very well could have been 
on the jukebox that she sang to as a child. 
Her vision was crystal clear. Listeners immedi-
ately related to this sound. Gwen had invited 
the world in—and those who heard, saw her 
and loved her. She had produced the sound 
of something that was innate, yet spoken so 
rarely, the gift of hearing it was immediately 
treasured.
 “She was a tough, fragile woman ... an open 
book in a way, with such tender passion for mu-
sic and life. Vulnerable, flawed, capable of sing-
ing all that complex, powerful feeling. Not easy 
for her, and what she gave us was unique.”—
Rhiannon, jazz vocalist
 In 1978, Olivia coordinated the Varied Voic-
es of Black Women tour for Gwen, Linda Til-
lery, Mary Watkins and Pat Parker. In Songs in 
Black and Lavender: Race, Sexual Politics and 
Women’s Music, Eileen M. Hayes writes, “The 
tour demonstrated that white lesbians were not 
the only ones creating a new women’s culture. 

Though the concert [tour] was first and fore-
most a celebration of Black lesbian feminist 
identity and culture, it was also an attempt to 
broaden the white feminist community’s under-
standing of feminist and lesbian identity.” 
 “Gwen was an unstoppable powerhouse … 
from the moment she hit the stage. If you 
weren’t prepared … she just took you there, 
anyway!—Jana Leal, women’s music producer
 “A better way to explain [Avery’s performance] 
is to borrow a word she used quite often: free-
dom. Free to shout to Avery during and between 
songs, Free to demonstrate one’s own feelings 
without the slightest thought of what others are 
thinking. Free for Avery to strip parts of her suit 
and toss them into the screaming crowd.”—Az-
tec Campus News, concert review
 Gwen stood apart on the tour. She is quoted 
as saying: “I dressed differently. I would wear 
satin suits and platform shoes with an Afro 
with neckties and beautiful silk shirts. They 
were wearing plaid shirts and blue jeans.“ She 
was set to release an album on Olivia in 1978, 
but that release never came to be. She told 
J.D. Doyle in a 2011 interview that she was 
“pitched out because I would move my hips, 
or lick my lips on stage and it was too much 
for the women’s community. They thought that 
was too much. It’s so insulting when I think of 
it, to defy my culture, that’s what they wanted 
me to do, and I guess, sit there with my legs 
crossed and my arms folded.”
 “Gwen was a real CHARACTER,” said feminist 
activist Toni Armstrong Jr., former publisher of 
HOT WIRE: The Journal of Women’s Music and 
Culture. “Most of her official bios and obits 
will feature her musical and political contribu-
tions as a foremother of lesbian women’s mu-
sic—and rightly so. It shouldn’t be lost that 
she also brought us joy, outrageousness, and 

a commitment to telling it like it is; she chal-
lenged us all. At a time when most musicians 
were still afraid to fully come out, Gwen busted 
through with an explicitly sexy song. Whether 
it was butch pride, race relations, or personal 
matters, she was often hilarious and dead-on 
in her observations. The world is a much less 
lively and less interesting place without Gwen 
Avery in it.”
 In an interview with the San Francisco 
Gate in 2002, she maintained that “the same 
issues of race and classism that confounded 
the early feminist and gay rights movements 
also infected the women’s music scene. I’ve al-
ways felt like a warrior or soldier. I’ve learned 
to deal with separation, isolation in the crowd, 
rejection in the abandonment.”
 Gwen continued performing through the 
1980s and ‘90s, but struggled. A job was hard 
to hold down, and gigs were sporadic. June 
Millington recorded one of Gwen’s performanc-
es at her Institute For The Musical Arts and it 
was released in cassette-only format in 1993. 
It wasn’t until 2001, however, that things be-
gan to take a turn. 
 Gwen was reunited with Linda Tillery and 
Mary Watkins for an interview for Radical Har-
monies, a documentary that told the story of 
the Women’s Music movement. It was during 
that time that the seeds for Gwen’s official solo 
debut took shape. Linda Tillery, now a Gram-
my-nominated artist, took charge of produc-
tion duties and Gwen’s manager Emily Tincher 
launched a successful publicity campaign to 
make her audience aware of Gwen’s debut al-
bum, appropriately titled Sugar Mama. It won 
the Out Music Award for Outstanding New Re-
cording in 2001. She did a successful run of 
performances across the country in promotion 
of the work. 
 A lack of Internet presence via a website and 
social media hindered the progression of this 
phase of Gwen’s resurgence. Sugar Mama never 
made it onto iTunes or any of the electronic 
music stores, making it virtually impossible for 
the global audience that loved Gwen to keep 
up with what she was doing or even book her 
for performances. But maybe that wasn’t the 
point. “It’s a slow crank, but I like it that way,” 
said Avery to Berkeley’s Daily Planet. “I never 
craved the big excitement like—what’s her 
name? ... Britney.” 
 She spent the last decade of her life perform-
ing in the Bay Area’s Russian River region, 
bridging the gap between the blues and gos-
pel, continuing to thrill audiences with her 
distinct interpretation of the rich heritage of 
Black music. She appeared at a local venue, 
Main Street Station, regularly and was beloved 
by the community there. Perhaps it became an-
other version of her grandmother’s juke joint—
a safe place for her and others. 
 She bridged worlds and blurred lines—and 
sometimes that made people uncomfortable. 
That’s what great artists do. She saw the im-
portance of race, gender, culture and sexuality 
and transcended the boxes that we are trained 
to try to fit inside of—even in our different-
ness. Her life is certainly quite a signpost for 
any of us who have ever felt ‘different’ even 
amongst the ‘different’. May we continue to lis-
ten to the magic she made and try to catch up 
to the woman she was.
 A very special thanks to everyone who con-
tributed quotes to this article. An extra special 
thanks to Toni Armstrong Jr. and Jana Leal for 
their kindness, resources and connecting pow-
ers. Photos from the archives of Jana Leal.
 Tim Dillinger is an award-winning singer-
songwriter, producer, poet, speaker and ac-
tivist whose career spans almost 20 years. 
his most recent album, The Baton: 1985, 
was released in June 2013 on Suxxess Re-
cords.
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By SCOTT C. mORGaN

In her book Patti LuPone: A Memoir, the Tony 
Award-winning Broadway star had some un-
pleasant things to say about the supporting 
ensemble that backed her up in the 1987 Lin-
coln Center Theater revival of Anything Goes. 
Yet LuPone specifically went out of her way to 
say nice things about Anything Goes chorus 
member Rob Ashford.
 “Whew!” said Ashford when asked about Lu-
Pone’s name-check of him, grateful not to have 
been on the strong-willed diva’s shit list. But 
in the grand scheme of show biz, LuPone most 
likely didn’t want to get on the bad side of Ash-
ford, who has gone from being a tap-dancing 
chorus boy to one of the most respected and 
sought-after director-choreographers in the 
United States and the United Kingdom.
 A look at Ashford’s recent credits is astonish-
ing due to the high-profile projects he’s collab-
orated on, many with high-voltage celebrities 
attached.
 On stage, Ashford has directed celebrities 
like Scarlett Johansson, Daniel Radcliffe and 
Sir Kenneth Branagh, respectively, in New York 
productions of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, How to 
Succeed in Business Without Really Trying and 
a forthcoming Macbeth that originated last 
year in Manchester, England. And for TV, Ash-
ford recently staged NBC’s The Sound of Music 
Live! starring Carrie Underwood and he’s set 
to return to stage numbers for the Academy 
Awards again this year.
 The director-choreographer, recently named 
to OUT magazine’s 2013 OUT 100 list, was in 
the Windy City for his first crack at directing 
opera with a new production of Rossini’s com-

edy The Barber of Seville for the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. After the Academy Awards, Ashford 
will head to Houston to stage his second op-
era, a new production of Bizet’s tragedy Car-
men.
 “The thing is that I just want to keep grow-
ing and I want to keep pushing myself,” said 
Ashford when asked about adding his opera di-
rection to his expansive resume of musicals and 
serious drama. “And I find sometimes when it’s 
scary you dig deeper and you find something 
else inside your kind of ‘creative wells.’”
 Ashford was exposed to opera first as a 
dancer for companies like the Pittsburgh Opera 
while he was attending college, and later for 
a season dancing with the Metropolitan Opera 
when he moved to New York.
 “I thought it was a lot of fun and so large and 
so expansive and so hectic,” Ashford said. “I’ve 
always loved the scale of opera.”
 Although Ashford has choreographed for op-
era companies before, notably director Robert 
Carsen’s 2007 production of Leonard Bern-
stein’s operetta Candide that played Paris, Mi-
lan and London, he didn’t think of directing 
opera until he saw former Donmar Warehouse 
colleague Michael Grandage direct his first op-
era, Benjamin Britten’s Billy Budd, in 2010 for 
the Gyndebourne Festival in the U.K.
 “It was stunning. It was so beautiful, and 
what he had done was he had taken exactly 
what we had done in making theater, and kind 
of applied it to opera, but on this grand and 
absolutely riveting scale,” Ashford said. “It 
made me think that I’d love to try that.”
 The invitation for Ashford to direct at the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago came from general di-
rector Anthony Freud, who had seen Ashford’s 

London productions of A Streetcar Named De-
sire starring Rachel Weisz and Anna Christie 
starring Jude Law. What has resulted is a very 
traditional production filled with a very photo-
genic cast that includes baritone Nathan Gunn, 
mezzo-soprano Isabel Leonard and tenor Alex 
Shrader.
 “I know how lucky I’ve been on my first time 
out,” said Ashford, noting that opera directors 
often don’t have any say in how productions 
are cast. “They are so good and so flexible. 
Though they’ve played these parts before, 
they’re so open to doing it my way and for us 
to create a new way… They’re all great actors.”
 Ashford’s connection to the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago will continue to next year, since he 
was recently named to direct a 70th anniver-
sary production of Carousel in 2015. Ashford 
named Rodgers and Hammerstein’s most-oper-
atic work as his favorite, so he jumped at the 
chance to direct it.

 And, of course, Ash-
ford’s performing 
work can regularly 
be seen at Chicago’s 
Sidetrack video bar 
whenever they show 
the Tony Awards TV 
clip of LuPone sing-
ing the title song 
from Anything Goes 
(which is also avail-
able on volume two 
of the DVD set Broad-
way’s Lost Treasures). 
When asked if he was 
in any way embar-
rassed about this, 
Ashford said no.
 “Are you kidding? 
When I first moved 
to New York City, all 
I wanted to do was 
dance in a Broad-
way show,” Ashford 
said about the luck 
of landing Anything 

Goes. “That was my first job in New York and it 
was so thrilling. When I was a performer, I’ve 
been in hits and I’ve been in flops and I think 
one should have both, but to start out that 
way with a piece like that and cast like that 
and being able to do so much great dancing 
and learn so, so much. Patti was a great sup-
porter of me being in my first Broadway show 
and she was very complimentary and encourag-
ing of me.”
 The Lyric Opera of Chicago’s new produc-
tion of The Barber of Seville continues 
through Friday, Feb. 28, at the Civic Opera 
house, 20 N. Wacker Drive. Performances are 
at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 15, 18, 21, 25, with 2 p.m. 
matinees on Feb. 6, 9, 12 and 28. Tickets are 
$20-$284; call 312-332-2244 or visit www.
lyricopera.org.
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THEATER REVIEW

Luna Gale
Playwright: Rebecca Gilman
at: Goodman Theatre, 140 N. Dearborn St.
Tickets: 1-312-443-3800; 
www.GoodmanTheatre.org/Luna; $25-$81
Runs through: Feb. 23

By JONaThaN aBaRBaNeL

Luna Gale is the first hit of 2014. Playwright 
Rebecca Gilman stepped out of her comfort 
zone several years ago with A True History of 
the Johnstown Flood, an ambitious historical 
pageant which wasn’t entirely successful, but 
she’s firmly back in the saddle with this world 
premiere. For her fourth collaboration with 
director Robert Falls, Gilman returns to the 
model of her earlier Goodman successes, Spin-
ning Into Butter and Boy Gets Girl, which I call 
situation drama.
 As in typical situation comedy, situation 
drama is slice-of-life realism with vivid char-
acters drawn in bold words and actions. They 
are color-bloc characters, quickly familiar and 
therefore easily believable even though they 
often represent points-of-view rather than ful-
ly-fleshed individuals. In “situation” plays, the 
characters serve the story and not the other 
way around, and so it is with Luna Gale. With 
its crisp, taught structure and rapidly-rising 
conflict, Luna Gale may be Gilman’s most tech-
nically-assured work, told with wit and twists.
 As with her previous successes, Luna Gale 
tackles a social issue, with newborn baby Luna 
at the center, although we never see her. In-
stead, the story focuses on Caroline (Mary Beth 
Fisher), a veteran family-services case worker 
in Iowa, who separates Luna from her meth-
addicted young parents (Reyna de Courcy and 
Colin Sphar), and assigns custody to her grand-
mother (Jordan Baker). The baby poop hits the 
fan when long-simmering disagreements be-
tween grannie and her daughter emerge, and 
grannie sues for permanent custody of Luna, 
supported by her pastor (Richard Thieriot). In 
the primary subplot, Caroline is in conflict with 
her boss (Erik Hellman), who supports granny’s 
agenda because both are born-again Chris-
tians. Their conflict pushes Caroline and her 
boss into an ethical and legal swamp, which 
is vintage Gilman. The play’s emotional cen-
ter is the value or power of Caroline’s intuition 
and “gut instinct” in determining what’s best 
for baby, vs. “the system” and books of regu-
lations. The welfare bureaucracy is no better 
than those interpreting it, and those interpret-
ing it are imperfect and often-conflicted indi-
viduals just like us, Gilman sharply reminds us.

 Under Falls’ direction, Luna Gale simply 
crackles with exciting performances from all 
while Falls himself—eschewing high concept 
and overt showmanship—skillfully disappears 
into the characters and story. Even the smaller 
roles carry sincerity and weight, Thieriot’s soft-
spoken but steely pastor and Melissa DuPrey 
insecure young adult “graduate” of foster care.
 Luna Gale may cause some to accuse Gil-
man of being anti-Christian, but that’s not at 
all what it’s about. Gilman may not approve 
of the “Here-Comes-The-Rapture” Christianity 
she portrays, but many other value systems or 
philosophies could be inserted instead without 
changing the basic conflicts and premises of 
the play, and that’s the real test.
 
  

Luna Gale. Photo by Liz Lauren

CRITICS’ PICKS
 a Day in the Death of Joe egg, Stage 
Left Theatre at Theater Wit, through Feb. 
16. Vance Smith and Kendra Thulin deliver 
performances of heartbreaking poignancy 
in Peter Nichols’ brutally unsentimental 
look at parents struggling to raise their 
severely-crippled child. MSB
 The Little Prince, Lookingglass The-
atre, through March 16. There’s lots of 
theatrical spectacle to marvel at in Rick 
Cummings and John Scouliar’s creative 
adaptation of Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s 
beloved children’s book about an other-
worldly child who meets a stranded avia-
tor. SCM
 Port authority, Writers Theatre, 
through Feb. 16. Exquisite acting, and 
commonplace speech elevated to poetry, 
infuse this tender and introspective piece 
about three Irishmen of different genera-
tions who bare their rueful souls about the 
women who got away. JA
 Queenie Pie, Chicago Opera Theater at 
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, Feb. 
15-March 5. There’s no horned helmets or 
swan boats in jazz maestro Duke Elling-
ton’s opera, just Harlem Renaissance-era 
swing music and dueling divas—in short, 
a perfect Valentine’s Day date. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

From White Plains
Playwright: michael Perlman 
at: Broken Nose Theatre at 
the Greenhouse, 2257 N. Lincoln ave. 
Tickets: 773-404-7336; 
www.greenhousetheater.org; $15-$25 
Runs through: Feb. 23    

By maRy SheN BaRNiDGe

Michael Perlman has written a very smart play, 
about very smart people, asking very smart 
questions on a topic too often reduced to sim-
plistic melodrama or hijacked in the service of 
other, extraneous, agendas. He does it all in 90 
minutes, too. 
 What we learn at the outset is that 15 years 
earlier, at White Plains High School, a gay stu-
dent named Mitchell Cole committed suicide—
a death that his likewise gay best friend, Den-
nis Sullivan, believes to have resulted from 
persistent verbal bullying by classmates. Seek-
ing justice for his fallen comrade, Dennis docu-
ments the incident in a film that wins him an 
academy award. In his acceptance speech, he 
identifies the ringleader of the long-ago perse-
cution as one Ethan Rice. 
 If this were classical tragedy, Ethan’s offense 
would affect whole kingdoms, and his self-in-
flicted punishment entail blood sacrifice, or at 
least, banishment by the gods. Ah, but even 
if proliferation of social media on the internet 
hadn’t rendered exile nearly impossible nowa-

days, this isn’t the story that Perlman wants to 
tell. As Ethan, despite his protestations of ig-
norance and remorse, finds himself increasingly 
shunned by his peers, while Dennis continues 
relentless in his excoriation, we are forced to 
distinguish between the threat posed by dehu-
manized ideological conspirators and that of 
a lone adolescent jerk-turned-thirtysomething 
loser, as well as to ask ourselves just what de-
gree of retribution would satisfy our thirst for 
reparation—or revenge. 
 There’s an answer, of course—an untidy and 
patently inadequate one, but the only solu-
tion we can accept after Perlman has steered 
us through the alternatives. (Ethan’s chum and 
Dennis’ consort also weigh in on the course of 
their companions’ lives as the vendetta esca-
lates.) Director Spenser Davis never allows the 
characters—played with quiet dignity by Adam 
Soule, David Weiss, Ben Burke and John Over-
ton Lewis III—to slip into easy stereotypes, 
but keeps the emotions always rooted in a fun-
damental rationality, enabling us to absorb the 
lessons associated with the pain of adult males 
gradually forging solitary methods of coping 
with uneasy memories of youthful transgres-
sions (and who doesn’t have a few of those 
hidden away?). 
   “If we focus on the future, the past won’t 
matter as much,” someone says at one point, 
the magic words being “as much.” If moving on 
can’t make everything all right—what can?—it 
can still be the first step to making it better.  

THEATER REVIEW

Gidion’s Knot
Playwright: Johnna adams 
at: Profiles Theatre at the alley, 
4147 N. Broadway 
Tickets: 773-549-1815; 
www.profilestheatre.org; $35-$40 
Runs through: march 19

By maRy SheN BaRNiDGe

The play’s title leads us to anticipate a 
procedural: we learn early in the play that 
Gideon Gibson, following his suspension 
from school, appeared before his mother 
with a bloodied face and a note from his 
teacher requesting a conference—and that 
same night, committed suicide. The dra-
matic action revolves around the efforts of 
his mom and his instructor to discover the 
circumstances behind his desperate act—a 
tangled web involving a girl called Seneca, 
a boy called Jake and a fantasy-fiction fable 
of a student uprising, with the slaughter of 
adults described in terms as graphically gory 
as—well, the ancient myths that Gideon’s 
fifth-grade class is studying. 
   Was the 11-year-old author of these grisly 
images a perverse corrupter of innocence, 
as spinster-schoolmarm Heather insists? Or 
were his accounts of battle trophies fash-
ioned from the entrails of butchered enemies 
intended to mimic the epic poems recited to 
him by Mama Corryn, herself a professor of 
Medieval literature? We can argue that eye-
gougings and throat-slittings are no more 

horrific than what youngsters nowadays 
encounter in zombie-wars video games—or 
prayer-books in certain churches, for that 
matter—but we also understand why a men-
tor to preteens might declare such material 
unsuitable reading for her charges. 
   It’s a provocative question, and one that 
is never answered, since playwright Johnna 
Adams seems less interested in solving mys-
teries than in discussing them, shoveling 
in a profusion of sidebars, op-eds and red 
herrings: Heather’s previous career in adver-
tising, a hushed-up pedophilia scandal six 
months previous, a shout-out to the Marquis 
de Sade (presumably inserted for the benefit 
of us yahoos ignorant of Gilgamesh, Beowulf 
or the significance of Gideon’s name), the 
stifling of creative imagination, the conspic-
uous absence of the school principal (but 
not parents in Lake Forest, Ill., who christen 
their daughters “Seneca”—as if this were 
Los Angeles). 
 The confrontational dynamic’s progress is 
further protracted by Adams’ propensity for 
inserting serial tacits into her written text 
(published in American Theatre magazine), 
so that a dozen “speeches” may be voiced 
with less than five words. Under Joe Jahraus’ 
direction, Amy J. Carle and Laura Hooper re-
tain their gravity with admirable aplomb—
even after Heather’s diabetic cat joins the 
list of disclosures—for the 80 minutes nec-
essary to bring it all to catharsis, but when 
Corryn huffs, “I would think that the reasons 
for [my son’s] suspension would have come 
up in the first half hour of conversation,” we 
share her impatience. 

Gidion’s
Knot.
Photo by
michael
Brosilow
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hamlet is dead.
no gravity
Playwright: ewald Palmetshofer; 
Translator: Neil Blackadder
at: Red Tape Theatre at St. Peter’s 
episcopal Church, 621 W. Belmont ave. 
Tickets: www.redtapetheatre.org; $25
Runs through: Feb. 22

By SCOTT C. mORGaN

On opening night, Red Tape Theatre artistic di-
rector Brandon Ray regretfully announced that 
Neil Blackadder’s world premiere English-lan-
guage translation of Austrian playwright Ewald 
Palmetshofer’s 2007 drama hamlet is dead. no 
gravity would be the company’s last production 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Though it’s sad 
that Red Tape and other theaters apparently 
won’t have access to this very versatile theater 
space in the future, at least Red Tape exits it 
with an assured artistic bang.
 hamlet is dead. no gravity doesn’t feature any 
characters from Shakespeare’s famous tragedy. 

Yet it does share a high body count at the end 
and quite a few characters puzzling over mat-
ters of life and death.
 The production focuses on two siblings, Dani 
(Amanda Drinkall) and Mani (Alex Stage), who 
return to visit their hometown for a school 
friend’s funeral that coincides with their grand-
mother’s 95th birthday. While there, Dani and 
Mani become greatly unsettled by not only a 
chance encounter with former friends who are 
now married, Bine (Sarah Grant) and Oli (Black 
Russell), but by their unhappy parents, Kurt 
(John Fenner Mays) and Caro (Iona Livings-
ton).
 Presented after the fact, each of the charac-
ters grapples to explain his or her side of the 
story and to reason with themselves in light 
of the impending/past family horror that is 
revealed. This all leads to a very fragmentary 
storytelling structure that forces you to piece 
it together like a puzzle. Don’t be surprised if 
you still have a few questions knocking about 
by the end.
 To depict Palmetshofer’s tragic family implo-
sion, director Seth Bockley and set designer 
Shawn Ketchum Johnson have created a clini-

cally dark and spare world akin to a laboratory. 
With harsh florescent lighting by designer Julie 
Mack, Bockley arranges his actors in artsy pat-
terning that falls somewhere between brilliant 
and pretentious symbolism.
 The performances are uniformly strong in the 
ensemble, with each actor rightfully trying to 
edge out the others. Particularly good is the 
annoyingly ingratiating pleasantries by Grant 
as Bine and Russell’s wry and nonchalant na-
ture as Oli.
 Drinkall does a fine job at showing Dani’s 
self-aware shock of her bottled-up feelings of 
love, while Stage could do a bit more to make 
the over-thought philosophized rants of Mani 
more spontaneous.

 Livingston’s exhaustion is palpably felt as 
mother Caro, while May’s dark mysterious 
moodiness certainly proves sinister for his take 
on Kurt.
 So what is meant to be taken away from ham-
let is dead. no gravity? That chance encounters 
could set off murderous impulses that have 
been simmering away for years? That life can 
be shockingly snuffed out despite one’s pro-
fessed weariness with it all?
 Really, the conclusion is up to the individual 
audience member to make of what they will 
from the artfully arranged pieces set up by Red 
Tape Theatre’s assured artistic forces.

 Polarity Ensemble Theatre continues its 10th-anniversary season celebrations by returning to 
its roots by reviving macbeth, which was the company’s first production. Shakespeare’s tragic 
“Scottish Play” is made over in what is described as a purifying and ritualistic production by 
director Richard Engling. Macbeth continues through March 2 at the Greenhouse Theater Cen-
ter, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. Performances are at 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays with 3 p.m. 
matinees Sundays. Tickets are $20, $15 for seniors and $10 for students. Call 773-404-7336 or 
visit www.petheatre.com for more information. Photo by Richard Engling

SPOTLIGHT
hamlet is
dead. 
no gravity.
Photo by
austin D. Oie
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Pit Stop;
film notes
It’s early morning in a rural, small town in 
Texas. As usual, Gabe (Bill Heck) is stopping 
by the local convenience mart/gas station in 
his red pick-up to fill his coffee thermos before 
heading off to work. As Gabe leaves, he doesn’t 
take notice of Ernesto (Marcus DeAnda), who 
is pulling next to him in the parking lot in his 
silver pick-up, intent on doing the same thing. 
For the bulk of the next 80 minutes, these two 
lonely gay men approaching middle age will 
inadvertently bypass each other at that gas 
station in their search for love as the audience 
patiently waits for them to get together.

The wait will be worth it. In Pit Stop, out 
director Yen Tan’s slow-moving but insightfully 
observed film, it’s all about trying to mend the 
fractured connections that life throws at us 

and the importance of small details that audi-
ences recognize from their own lives. The mov-
ie, which won raves on the gay film-festival 
circuit last year (including Reeling), is just out 
from Wolfe Releasing. 

This isn’t the cinema of scenery-chewing in 
a family drama like August: Osage County, or a 
gay variation on the urban-based dishfest of 
Sex and the City and its ilk. Nor is it one of 
those guilty gay-themed indies featuring plea-

surable guys with no shirts or pants—not that 
there’s anything remotely wrong with those 
movies (all of which I love). 

What I find refreshing about Pit Stop, which 
Tan and David Lowery co-wrote, is not just its 
naturalistic approach (which is nice but hardly 
novel), or that it’s so well-written, acted and 
directed (rarer, but still not an anomaly). No, 
the movie’s great rarity is that it has been so 
carefully constructed that not a moment of it 
feels false. We are given characters and situa-
tions so recognizable that a sense of emotional 
deja vu envelops the movie from beginning to 
end (heightened by the judicious editing of 
Don Swaynos and the subtle, dream-like music 
of Curtis Glenn Heath on the soundtrack). Who 
hasn’t had setbacks like these in the search for 
meaningful connection?

Gabe—with his long, thin, bearded, kindly 
face and lithe body—is a closeted construction 
worker living with his ex-wife, Shannon (Amy 
Seimetz), and their young daughter. After a li-
aison with a married man has fallen through, 
he’s quietly pursuing a male relationship on 
the side. So, although he’s furious when Shan-
non reveals he’s gay to a teacher at the high 
school, Gabe agrees to a movie date in nearby 
Dallas because, well, you never know…

On the other side of town Ernesto—a Latino 
with sensual lips; a compact, muscular frame; 
and eyes that can’t disguise a great deal of 
torment—nightly visits to a previous lover who 
is in a coma in the hospital, reading to him 
selections from his favorite advice magazines. 

Ernesto has been allowing Luis (Alfredo Madu-
ro), another ex-lover (this one much younger), 
to stay with him until he can make other ar-
rangements. But one night after coming home 
from the hospital, Ernesto loses his patience 
and insists that Luis needs to go.

While the focus is on Gabe and Ernesto, who 
are separately pursuing romance, the movie 
gives each of the supporting characters—
no matter how small (some with only one 
scene)—a chance to make their mark with the 
audience. (It shares this rarely achieved ability 
with The Kids Are All Right.) Each of these ac-
tors memorably shines in his brief screen time 
and there’s not a wasted frame in the picture 
(yet another rarity). And Heck and DeAnda give 
luminous performances as Gabe and Luis, with 
their unstated but strong yearning for love 
and connection so palpable from the outset. 
When the two finally meet (back at that all-
important convenience store/gas station) the 
ensuing scenes unfold like a delicious payoff 
and the exaltation of Gabe and Ernesto—each 
quietly elated and hopeful at his unexpected 
good fortune—is achingly poignant. Pit Stop is 
one of those small miracles that cinemaphiles 
justly revel in and it’s a supreme addition to 
the queer-cinema canon. http://pitstopthe-
movie.com/

Film notes:
—Jobriath A.D.—the fascinating documen-

tary examination of glamrock’s self-proclaimed 
“rock ‘n’ roll fairy,” the talented and tragic 
gender-bending Jobriath (Bruce Wane Camp-
bell)—is playing at Facets Cinematheque, 1517 
W. Fullerton Ave., until Thursday, Feb. 6. Kieran 
Turner’s extraordinary movie was one of my fa-
vorite films of 2012 and this Chicago theatri-
cal run is long overdue. Don’t miss it. http://
www.facets.org/pages/cinematheque/films/
feb2014/jobriath.php

—African-American LGBTQ filmmaker and ac-
tress Cheryl Dunye, renowned for her ground-
breaking 1996 film Watermelon Woman, will be 
present for a reception, screening and audience 
Q&A of the movie on Thursday, Feb. 13, at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago/Gallery 400, 
400 S. Peoria St., beginning at 6:20 p.m. UIC’s 
Gender and Sexuality Center and Team 101 Chi-
cago are presenting the evening. http://gal-
lery400.uic.edu/ 

On Friday, Feb. 14, Dunye’s 2001 TV movie 
Stranger Inside will screen along with a sneak 
preview of her newest film, the forthcoming 
Black Is Blue. The screenings will take place 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. 
Halsted St. http://www.centeronhalsted.org/

—G.B.F., the delightful queer-themed high 
school Mean Girls-meets-Glee comedy and the 
AIDS drama Dallas Buyers Club, with Matthew 
McConaughey and Jared Leto (both frontrun-
ners for this year’s Oscar race), are both just 
out on DVD, and are essential adds to your col-
lection.
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Britten Film 
Festival at 
Columbia College

The Benjamin Britten Film Festival, pre-
sented by The Chicago Chamber Musicians 
(CCM), continues its 2013/2014 centen-
nial birthday celebration for the composer 
on Thursday, Feb. 6, with a free showing of 
Moonrise Kingdom at 7 p.m. at the Columbia 
College Film Row Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash 
Ave., on the eighth floor.

Often considered the most prominent Brit-
ish composer of the 20th century, Britten 
(1913-1976), who was gay, is widely known 
for his operas and orchestral works.

Other events will include “Let’s Make An 
Opera” (Feb. 8 at the Music Institute of 
Chicago, 1702 Sherman Ave., Evanston, at 
4 p.m.), “Benjamin Britten: A Time There 
Was…” (Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. at the Music Insti-
tute), and The Hidden Heart: A Life of Ben-
jamin Britten and Peter Pears (Feb. 22 at 1 

p.m. at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted 
St.; April 17 at Columbia College Film Row 
Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.). 

See www.chicagochambermusic.org.

‘Easy Abby’ has
IndieGogo campaign

The producing team behind the award-
winning lesbian Web series Easy Abby has 
launched an IndieGogo campaign to fund 
Easy Abby the show’s second season.

“We are intending to raise close to $100K 
for the second season of Easy Abby and we 
are extending our seven-minute web epi-
sodes to 22-minute episodes,” said writer/
director Wendy Jo Carlton (Hannah Free, Ja-
mie & Jessie Are Not Together) and actor/
producer Lisa Cordileone (Abby) in a state-
ment. The campaign ends Feb. 9.

See http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/
easy-abby-season-2 and http://easyabby.
com/.

CULTURE CLUB

2013/14 SEASON SPONSOR CORPORATE SPONSOR

HEDDA  
GABLER
BY HENRIK IBSEN 
TRANSLATED BY NICHOLAS RUDALL  
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

NOW PLAYING 
at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra
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“   ! 
Hugely compelling...  

and thrillingly intimate”   
– Chicago Tribune

“HIGHLY  
RECOMMENDED!  

Dagger-sharp direction  
by Kimberly Senior.”   

– Chicago Sun-Times 

“Delectably  
ferocious.”   

–Time Out Chicago
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By meLiSSa WaSSeRmaN

Rolling Meadows High School is using its own 
production of The Laramie Project, running Feb. 
6-8, as an educational resource and discussion 
piece for its students and the community. 
 The Laramie Project is based on the reac-
tions surrounding the 1998 murder of Matthew 
Shepard, a gay University of Wyoming student 
in Laramie, Wyo. The murder was classified as 
a hate crime and, as a result, brought atten-
tion to the lack of hate-crimes laws in various 
states. Moises Kaufman and the Tectonic The-
ater Project’s original play centers on hundreds 
of interviews the theater company conducted 
with the town’s residents, company members’ 
journal entries and published news reports. 
 “I think it’s very eye-opening for the commu-
nity,” said Rolling Meadows High School tech 
director Paul Dombrowski. “It affects everyone. 
Matthew Shepard, he was a victim of a terrible 
crime and they targeted him because he was 
gay, but the character of Matthew Shepard 
could have been a straight student, a Jewish 
student, a Muslim student, a Christian student. 
It’s about someone hating something that’s 
different than they are.”
 Since its premiere in February 2000, The Lara-
mie Project’s cast typically consists of eight ac-
tors portraying more than 60 characters in a 
series of short scenes. In the school’s upcom-
ing winter production, 18 students were cast 
to tell the story of those 60-plus people. While 
the high school selects from a gamut of shows 
three times a year, this pick, Dombrowski in-
sisted, provides an educational component.
 “I think the earlier kids get introduced to 
these subjects, the smarter they are about it,” 
said Dombrowski. “I think Matthew’s murder, 
he was the boy next door. He was your brother, 
he was your cousin, he was your classmate, and 
it opened up a lot of peoples’ eyes and helped 
them see if it happened there it could happen 
here. I think it’s important for LGBT students to 
see this. I think it’s important for straight stu-
dents to see this and see these are the things 
that happen and this is part of LGBT history.” 
 High-profile visitors added an educational 
component for the show’s young cast, crew and 
Rolling Meadows’ gay-straight alliance (GSA). 
Tectonic Theater Project company member and 
Laramie Project original co-creator Kelli Simp-
kins visited Jan. 16 to talk to the students 
about her own experience in creating and per-
forming in the original play 14 years ago. 
 “Who can ask for a better educational experi-
ence than talking to someone who was actually 
involved in writing this piece of theater? She 
gave such a gift to our cast by coming and 

talking,” said Dombrowski.
 Laramie Project Specialist from the Matthew 
Shepard Foundation Susan Burk will also be 
traveling from Casper, Wyo. to host talk-backs 
with the cast and audiences directly after the 
Friday and Saturday performances. 
 “I love doing talkbacks after the shows,” Burk 
said. “Each company, each cast in each pro-
duction brings a fresh perspective and a fresh 
voice to this work, so you see differences and 
nuances and they have a personalization to it. 
I don’t preach and I facilitate, so that people 
can talk about what they have felt, what the 
cast felt about doing this production, how 
people in the community feel about seeing it, 
how they feel about what is the nature of these 
issues within their own community.”
 At the time of Shepard’s murder, funeral 
and killers’ trials, Burk was the executive pro-
ducer and senior anchor for the evening news 
at statewide NBC affiliate KTWO Television in 
Casper. In her position, Burk arranged and re-
ported all of the events surrounding the trage-
dy and the community’s reactions and respons-
es. In addition to covering the murder, Burk 
produced an award-winning news series on the 
filming of HBO’s film The Laramie Project. 
 “High schools these days also, they don’t 
know Matt’s story,” said Burk. “These kids were 
just toddlers when Matthew was murdered and 
the story that was a watershed moment in his-
tory for a lot of us, may be only a line in a 
history book or lost forever, so this is sort of a 
new thing. It resonates, I believe, with young 
people because there is so much bullying out 
there, there’s so much hate, there’s discrimina-
tion, and I truly believe that the young people 
are our hope, our biggest hope for ending, 
erasing hate in the world.”
 Burk, on behalf of the foundation, supports 
productions of “Laramie” throughout the Unit-
ed States and overseas. She listed to Windy 
City Times numerous groups that produce the 
show such as high schools, community the-
aters, professional theaters, regional theaters, 
church groups, PFLAG groups, LGBT groups and 
anyone else who licenses the show. 
 “It really speaks to a lot of people and it 
speaks to a lot of young people who have been 
harassed, or discriminated against, or tossed 
out of their family for coming out,” said Burk. 
“I love to see this done in the high schools be-
cause young people, I think, are less hesitant 
to stand up at a certain point and say, ‘enough 
is enough, we’re not going to put up with this 
anymore.’”
 Burk—who attended Chicago’s Goodman 
School of Drama, now known as the Theatre 
School at DePaul University—said her pro-

fessional theater background, on top of her 
journalism experience, deepens her connec-
tion with Shepard and his case, as she has per-
formed “Laramie” with the same theater group 
he acted with as a child. She also had a role 
with one of the acting companies that partici-
pated in the international webcast premiere of 
“The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later.”
 “I’ve been touched through the years in a 
number of different ways by this story and by 
these people,” she said, expressing how much 
Shepard’s story has touched her life. 
 The Rolling Meadows GSA, with Links PRIDE 
Youth Group, will also be inviting GSAs from 
other local high schools to the performances 
and will host a post show social event for all 
high school students. An LGBT information and 
resource table with pamphlets and brochures 
will be available following each show. Dom-
browski said it is common to provide resources 
for LGBT students. 

 “I come from that background where I like 
to make it a learning experience and Rolling 
Meadows was letting me do that,” said Dom-
browski. “Our goal is to start discussions in 
the community. If people come to see this and 
discuss it, we’re in better shape than before we 
did it. With each of these experiences, whether 
it’s Kelli Simpkins or Susan Burk, or our play, 
we’re going to affect people, we’re going to 
educate people—and that’s what schools are 
all about.”
  The Laramie Project will take place Feb. 
6-8 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5, and are 
available at the door or by calling 847-718-
5615. The performances will be at Rolling 
meadows high School’s Gilbert Theater, 
2901 Central ave., Rolling meadows.

Suburban high school
stages ‘Laramie Project,’
raises discussion
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SAVE 40% ON PARKING  
IN NAVY PIER GARAGES

Chicago Shakespeare kicks off its 

Sondheim double bill—one of the most anticipated 

“entertainment highlights o
f 2014”-Chicago Sun-Times

Rolling meadows high School cast in The Laramie Project. Photo from Paul Dombrowski

http://www.chicagoshakes.com


by yasmin nair 

Pratibha Parmar is an acclaimed filmmaker, 
among the first of a generation of queer Brit-
ish filmmakers who were also people of color. 
Among her many noteworthy films are Refram-
ing AIDS (1987) and Khush (1991). In 1993, 
she made Warrior Marks, a film about female 
genital mutilation, based on a book by Alice 
Walker and Parmar. Warrior Marks was contro-
versial amongst many who opposed Walker 
and Parmar’s political stance against FGM, but 
cemented a long-standing collaboration and 
friendship between the two women. 

Parmar has now recently completed a bio-
graphical film, six years in the making (four of 
them mostly preoccupied with fundraising, ac-
cording to her) about Walker. Beauty in Truth, 
to make its PBS premiere Feb. 7 at 9 p.m. 
Windy City Times spoke with Parmar about the 
film, her collaborative relationship with Walker 
and her own career. 

Windy City Times: What compelled you to 
make a film about alice Walker?

Pratibha Parmar: My partner and I were 
watching a bunch of DVDs one Christmas, doc-
umentaries about Americans who had made a 
big impact; musicians, writers, and so on. All 
of them were men, and white. So I wondered, 
where are the women? Women shape and make 
history, so where were the women public intel-
lectuals who have created debates and shaped 
how we discuss things, in the literary canon and 
public discourse? Why hadn’t someone made a 
film on Alice Walker when she has contributed 
so much to the American literary canon and 
has fundamentally changed literary paradigms, 
in terms of looking at southern Black women’s 
experiences? She was the first to take us into 
the intimate, intricate landscape of southern 
Black women’s lives in a way that had not been 
done before, and that was a very foundational 
literary gesture from her which had not been 
acknowledged in any significant way. 

WCT: as the film points out, a lot of people 
don’t even know she had produced 10 books 
before The Color Purple, and a lot of people 
still only identify her with that book.

PP: When I was making the film and would 
tell people that I was making a film about Alice 
Walker, the only way they knew her was as the 
writer of the Color Purple and yet, yes, that 
was her tenth book, and she’s gone on to write 
over 30 books, including novels and poems. 

As a feminist and as a filmmaker, I’m really 
aware of the way in which historical amnesia 
has operated to wipe out women’s contribu-
tions. It’s an international phenomenon, unfor-
tunately. It’s fundamentally important that we 
not only restore but rescue women’s stories and 
inspirational stories so they are documented. 

WCT: in terms of queerness: she’s very 
resistant to being codified in any way, and 
simply responds to any attempt to label her 
with the response, “i’m very curious.” as a 
queer filmmaker, was that particularly im-
portant for you to get in?

PP: I wanted to address every part of Alice’s 
life, so her sexuality was definitely an area I 
wanted her to talk about. Obviously—for me, 
as somebody defined as a queer filmmaker—I’m 
always interested to know more about people’s 
sexuality, the choices they make and why. And 
having known Alice over so many decades, I 
know she’s had relationships with both men 
and women, and I’ve known many of those 
people in her life as well. 

I think that Alice is very open about it in the 

film, the relationships she’s had with women. 
But its not just in the area of sexuality, it’s 
in every single thing. She won’t be confined 
or constrained by any particular label, and she 
feels that it doesn’t allow for change and for 
her that’s what’s so important. It’s her curios-
ity about life that makes her open to all kinds 
of relationships.

The film’s been shown at quite a few LGBT 
film festivals and quite a few people have come 
up to me and said, “That was just fantastic that 
she said that,” and I could see that they were 
freed by it. 

WCT: a lot of people will be interested in 
the two sections about her daughter. [re-
becca Walker has written often about her 
estrangement from her mother.] Did you 
seek any response from rebecca Walker to 
participate in the film? 

PP: I asked her for an interview for the film 
and she declined. 

WCT: What was that like, to incorporate 
those sections into the film? alice Walker 
has not spoken much about this in public, 
has she?

PP: It’s probably the first time she’s speak-
ing in a comprehensive way about it on camera 
about the estrangement, and its personal and 
emotional impact on her. 

It was one of the most difficult moments to 
film. Many people advised me against it and 
said to leave it alone, but I felt a duty as a 
filmmaker to broach the topic. It’s a story of 
her life, and she talks about the birth of her 
life, so then it’s natural to ask, what happened 
[to the daughter]? It’s a very significant event 
and trauma in the way that her shooting of 
her eye was. [Walker was blinded in one eye as 
a child.] I think the loss of her daughter was 
traumatic for her. I witnessed that as a friend, 
and so I was reluctant to go there as a film-
maker, but felt I needed to, as a filmmaker. She 
was very giving. She makes herself vulnerable. 

WCT: you entered this project not as a be-
ginning filmmaker, but as someone with a 
very distinguished career, as someone who 
has had a historical relationship to queer 
narrative and representation, and also as 
friends with someone who is herself a sig-
nificant figure in american literature. What 

was it like to work with someone like her, 
given that complex relationship?

PP: When we actually started to make the 
film, we didn’t even have a legal contractual 
agreement at that stage and the only thing she 
said to me was, “Pratibha, I know you will be 
honorable.” And that, to me, is significant of a 
couple of decades of friendship that has been 
forged in the spirit of sisterhood, and a friend-
ship which has come very similar ways in which 
we engage with the world—we’re both Aquar-
ians! I have often been on the firing line for 
saying things people don’t want to hear and so 
has Alice, on a much bigger scale. 

I think we recognise each other as kindred 
spirits, have shorthand ways of saying things 
to each other; there is that gift of an equal 
friendship. As you say, it’s not about me being 
this beginning filmmaker but someone who’s 
coming in with her own body of work which 
Alice has seen over the last many years. 

WCT: you touch upon the controversial el-
ements of her work, including that of FGm 
(female genital mutilation), and you also 
document the many criticisms she has faced 
for her representation of the black family, 
especially following The Color Purple. but in 

terms of the fact that you are close friends, 
is there a possibility of this being too ha-
giographic? How do you balance it out? 

PP: I think I have balanced it out by broach-
ing all the controversial aspects of her life. 
I don’t think I would have been doing Alice 
Walker any favours by making a film of her life 
if it had been purely a hagiographic profile 
of her. One of the things that she said after 
watching the finished film was, “It’s a very 
honest film.” I actually approached some of the 
people who’ve been openly critical of her, for 
interviews, and not one single person, would 
appear on screen. 

I sent a number of emails I sent to all the 
critics of her work on FGM, etc. and they ig-
nored my emails. Why can’t people put their 
faces with their words?

WCT: What would you like people to take 
away from this film?

PP: I’d like them to take away what I have 
[gotten] from Alice over the years: to have the 
courage to stand up for your own truth no mat-
ter what people are saying about you, so that 
you remain consistently true to how you see 
the world and how you would like to see it 
changed.

MOVIES

Pratibah Parmar
discusses Alice
Walker’s ‘Truth’

alice Walker. Photo by ana Elena

Philip Seymour 
Hoffman dies 

Philip Seymour Hoffman, one of the most 
versatile and talented actors of his genera-
tion, has died of an apparent drug overdose. 
He was 46.

He won the Academy Award and numerous 
other honors for his portrayal of gay writer 
Truman Capote in the 2005 film Capote. He 
received Oscar nominations for best support-
ing actor for three films: Charlie Wilson’s 
War, Doubt and The Master. 

He received acclaim for his portrayal of 
Rusty Zimmerman in 1999’s Flawless, op-
posite Robert De Niro. As Rusty, Hoffman 
gave dignity to his portrayal of a transgen-
der woman who helps De Niro recover from 
a stroke. 

Hoffman’s range of roles is impressive, 
from pop culture hits like Hunger Games to 
the documentary The Party’s Over about the 
2000 presidential elections. 

The actor discussed his drug addiction, but 
had been clean for 23 years, until 2013. He 
was found with a drug needle in his arm, 
and heroin nearby. He is survived by three 
children and his longtime girlfriend.

GLAAD Media 
Award nominations 
announced

GLAAD has announced its nominations for 
its annual Media Awards.

According to the website, nominations are 
based on four criteria: fair, accurate and in-
clusive representations; boldness and origi-
nality; impact; and overall quality.

Among the many nominees are TV shows 
The Fosters, Shameless, Pretty Little Liars, 
Orange Is the New Black, Orphan Black and 
Modern Family; movies Blue Is the Warmest 
Color, Dallas Buyers Club and Philomena; and 

The Advocate, Black Enterprise and Rolling 
Stone magazines.

Following are a few facts about this year’s 
nominees:

—Several GLAAD Media Award nominees 
have received other nominations this season 
from the Academy Awards (Philomena, Dallas 
Buyers Club) and the Golden Globe Awards 
(Philomena, Dallas Buyers Club, Orange is 
the New Black, Orphan Black, Brooklyn Nine-
Nine, Modern Family, Behind the Candela-
bra), among others.

—Both Netflix (Orange is the New Black) 
and the new cable channel Pivot (Please Like 
Me and Raising McCain) garnered first-time 
nominations this year.

—The transgender community is repre-
sented in several nominees, including Dallas 
Buyers Club, Orange is the New Black, Glee, 
the “Snow Angels” episode of Elementary 
(CBS) and Dream School (Sundance Chan-
nel).

—Orange is the New Black (Netflix), Grey’s 
Anatomy (ABC), Glee (Fox), “Why Bisexuals 
Stay in the Closet” by Emily Alpert (Los An-
geles Times), and “Bisexuals Get Their Turn 
in the White House” by Alyona Minkovski 
(Live.HuffingtonPost.com) include represen-
tations of the bisexual community.

—Among the networks receiving multiple 
nominations are MSNBC, ABC, CNN, Univision 
and HBO (in the world of television); The 
Advocate, The New Yorker and Live.Huffing-
tonPost.com (print/digital journalism); and 
Sony Pictures, The Weinstein Company and 
Breaking Glass Pictures (film).

The award ceremonies will take place in 
Los Angeles on April 12 and New York City 
on May 3. See www.glaad.org/mediaawards.

‘Dallas Buyers Club’
on DVD, Blu-Ray out

The film Dallas Buyers Club—which fea-
tures Golden Globe winners Matthew McCo-
naughey and Jared Leto—is out on Blu-ray™ 
Combo Pack including Blu-ray™, DVD, DIGI-
TAL HD with UltraViolet™ and On Demand, 
courtesy of Universal Studios Home Enter-
tainment.

In the movie (based on a real-life situa-
tion), Texas cowboy Ron Woodroof (McCo-
naughey) sees his life overturned when he’s 
diagnosed as HIV-positive and given 30 days 
to live. Woodroof decides to take matters in 
his own hands by tracking down alternative 
treatments from all over the world. After his 
journey to find a cure leads him to an un-
likely ally in drag queen Rayon (Leto), he 
establishes a successful “buyers’ club.”

The movie also stars Jennifer Garner, Denis 
O’Hare and Steve Zahn.

Philip seymour Hoffman in the film Jack 
Goes boating. Photo by K.C. bailey

Feb. 5, 2014 WINDY CITY TIMES18



WINDY CITY
TIMES

Wedding Guide
Gay and LesbianA SPECIAL QUARTERLY

WEDDING FEATURE 
FOR 2014

Turn to page 21

By ROCheLLe GRimBaU

What is the difference between same-sex 
marriage and civil unions in Illinois?

The Civil Union Act (Illinois Religious Free-
dom Protection and Civil Union Act) went into 
effect in Illinois on June 1, 2011.

Civil unions may be established between op-
posite-sex couples as well as same-sex couples 
provided the parties are more than 18 years 
old, neither party is currently married, party to 
a civil union, or are closely related.

Generally, the act provides a “party to a civil 
union” with “the same legal obligations, re-
sponsibilities, protections, and benefits” as are 
afforded or recognized by the law of Illinois to 
spouses, however, parties to civil unions do not 
receive any federal recognition. It is important 
to distinguish between federally derived rights 
and those provided by the state. 

The act explicitly incorporates those provi-
sions contained in the Illinois Marriage and 
Dissolution of Marriage Act concerning dis-

solution and declaration of invalidity. The act 
does not, however, explicitly incorporate those 
provisions concerning property, support, main-
tenance, attorney’s fees, or custody, although 
such rights and obligations are presumably 
among those afforded to spouses under the 
law.

Benefits available to parties to a civil union 
include state inheritance, pension, medical 
decision-making and health insurance rights.

Same-sex marriage: The bill known as the Re-
ligious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act was 
signed into law by Gov. Pat Quinn Nov. 20, 2013 
and shall take legal effect on June 1, 2014. The 
act both amends Illinois’ definition of marriage 
and clarifies how marriages and civil unions en-
tered into elsewhere will be treated by Illinois 
law. Specifically, the Act provides that:

—All laws of this State applicable to mar-
riage … shall apply equally to marriages of 
same-sex and different-sex couples and their 
children.

—Parties to a marriage and their children, 
regardless of whether the marriage consists of 
a same-sex or different-sex couple, shall have 
all the same benefits, protections, and respon-
sibilities under law…

—A civil union, or a substantially similar 
legal relationship … legally entered into in 
another jurisdiction, shall be recognized in Il-
linois as a civil union. A Marriage, whether of 
the same sex or different sexes and providing 
that it is not a common law marriage, legally 
entered into in another jurisdiction, shall be 
recognized in this State as a marriage … .

—The act does not repeal Illinois’ existing 
civil union laws. Same-sex and opposite-sex 
couples can continue to enter into civil unions 
in Illinois. Same-sex couples who want to con-
vert their existing civil union into a marriage 
can do so after the marriage law takes effect 
on June 1, 2014.

Civil-union couples will not have their civil 
union automatically converted into a marriage. 
Those who wish to convert their civil unions to 

marriages will have two options:
1. Apply for a marriage license and have a 

marriage ceremony to convert their civil union 
into a marriage without a fee;

2. During the first year following June 1, 
2014, the couple may apply to a county clerk 
for a marriage certificate which will reflect they 
were married as of the date they entered into 
their civil union. The certificate must be signed 
and returned; no fee.

Married same-sex couples living in Illinois 
are eligible for all of the protections, respon-
sibilities, and access to federal programs af-
forded to different-sex married couples. There 
are more than 1,100 instances in federal law 
where a protection or responsibility is based 
on marital status. By way of example only: ac-
cess to Social Security survivors’ benefits; the 
option to use family medical leave to care for 
a spouse; access to veterans’ spousal benefits.

In addition to federal benefits and protec-
tions, married same-sex couples will also be 
afforded many rights (and responsibilities) in 
Illinois, to name a few:

—Dissolution of marriage by a domestic rela-
tions court, including access to equitable divi-

Civil union or marriage? You decide

For every detail...for every memory. 
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We asked readers to send in photos of their weddings/civil unions to share 
with the community. What we received was a collection of beautiful stories of 
love and commitment. 
all photo courtesy of subjects except where otherwise indicated.

Wedding Guide
Gay and Lesbian Snapshots of Love

Diane martino and Tina Kachold joined 
together in a civil-union ceremony in June 
2011, followed by a celebration with friends 
and family the following month. The couple 
plan to “upgrade” to marriage in June.

Craig harzinski and Ken 
mertes travelled north to 
Victoria, British Columbia, July 
12, 2005, to tie the knot. They 
also celebrated with a kiss at 
the recent signing of SB-10, 
legalizing same-sex marriage 
in Illinois.

Partners Drew Bauhs (left) and 
Olin eargle seal the deal at 
their civil union ceremony.

Partners Cally Raduenzel (left) and Polly 
Jones wed at Herring Cove, Provincetown, 
Mass. on August 17, 2013.
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GRIMBAU from page 19

By FRaNK J. aNDONOPLaS

The first thing most newly engaged couples ask 
is “Where do I start?” My advice is to first de-
cide on two key elements: the number of guests 
you want to invite (actually make a list), and 
what you would like to spend on the wedding. 
Both are vital to have decided on before you 
start any of the planning. 

From here you might want to consider hiring 
a wedding consultant to design, plan. Even if 
you cannot afford to engage a planner for the 
entire experience, I actually offer hourly con-
sultations to guide the couple while they do 
all the legwork with creative ideas, etiquette 
information as well as vendor referrals. Either 
will save you time, and help you from making 
some expensive mistakes. 

The first and most important is selecting the 
reception and ceremony sites, if they are not 
the same. You would need to check availability 
on the date you selected, make sure they can 
comfortably accommodate your guest count, 
and find out the minimum in food and bever-
age (which is usually exclusive of tax and tip, 
so don’t forget to add that in) that they require 
to hold the wedding there. 

Other larger venues will charge a rental fee, 
and then you need to hire a caterer to prepare, 
cook and serve the food. In addition with this 
type of venue you will need to rent every fork, 
glass, table and chair as well a myriad of other 
items that will be needed. This will probably 
be the biggest part of your budget. If the cer-
emony is not in the space, you will need to 
search for the perfect place to exchange your 
vows. This can be a garden, church, chapel or 
synagogue, or any other place you feel is the 
perfect place to make this commitment. When 
searching, find out the rental cost, the number 
of hours you can use the site for, as well as 
restrictions. 

From here you would then move into the 
other “fixed costs,” which would include offi-
ciant, entertainment/music, photographer and 
videographer/filmmaker. My advice for this is 
to make sure the things you are viewing are the 
work of who is going to actually be there that 

day. Bands switch out singers, and make sure 
the photos and video are taken by the person 
who will actually be at your wedding. 

The remaining things to think about add to 
the variable costs, and a multitude of choices 
and designs come in. Save the dates, invita-
tions, your menu of what is being served, flow-
ers, linen, lighting, upgraded chairs and din-
nerware are just a few of the many things that 
are truly design elements and set your wedding 
apart from others. But this also is where costs 
can go out of control, so if you do not have an 
unlimited budget, this is where a consultant 
can guide you in choosing the things that are 
the most meaningful to you, and will make the 
biggest impact. 

Frank J. andonoplas has designed social 
and corporate events all over the country 
since 1992. Frank is an active member of 
the association of Bridal Consultants, and 
in 1995 was appointed state coordinator. he 
has also earned the designation of profes-
sional bridal consultant in 1993. 

in 1996, he received the designation of 
accredited bridal consultant, and master 
bridal consultant in 1999, then making an-
donoplas the 19th in the world to earn that 
distinction. he is also a member of the in-
ternational Special 

sion of relationship assets and debts;
—Right to seek financial support upon 

breakup; and
—All state law rights and responsibilities 

spouses receive through marriage, including 
many others too numerous to list in this ar-
ticle.

This is an exciting, long overdue time, re-
plete with fabulous choices. It should be 
known, however, that this is a dynamic, evolv-
ing area of law which has not yet been legally 
tested. There are bound to be many questions 
and uncertainties … but really, aren’t they al-
ways the harbingers of choice.

Contact the Law Offices Rochelle Grimbau, 
205 W. Randolph St., Suite 1640, Chicago, 
ill., 60606; at 312-781-0193; or at rgrim-
bau@grimbaulaw.comcastbiz.net. 

Born in havana, Cuba, Grimbau has spe-
cialized in family law since 1983 with an 
emphasis on dissolution of marriage, same 
sex relationships, domestic partnerships 
and civil unions; custody; child support; 
parentage in traditional and non-traditional 
families or situations; and post-decree is-
sues. 

Frankly speaking...
Expert tips to plan your wedding expertly
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Dignity/Chicago is an inclusive 
LGBT Roman Catholic community.

For more information, visit 
www.dignity-chicago.org/content/families

The Roman Catholic Resource 
for Your Wedding

We offer a ful l  range of 
w e d d i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  
Cathol ic t radit ion.

Ful l  Mass to s imple wedding ceremony
Ceremony and liturgy planning
Pre-Cana preparation

Ordained male and female priests
Musicians and music direction

■

■

■

■

1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago, IL 60614
       Ph 773-871-2222  Fax 773-871-0526

              Wed 10-5  Thurs & Fri 12-7  Sat 10-5
                jandee.com

Located in Lincoln Park
CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
Specializing in Custom Design

Jewelry Repair • Watch Repair • Appraisals
Your Trusted GIA Certified Diamond Supplier

BRING IN THIS COUPON
and receive 15% off your next in-store

purchase or $100 off your custom ring order

We asked readers to send in photos of their weddings/civil unions to share 
with the community. What we received was a collection of beautiful stories of 
love and commitment. 
all photo courtesy of subjects except where otherwise indicated.
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Partners Brian Fallon and Fred 
mahaffey exchanged vows in a 
commitment ceremony on Sept. 6, 
2003 (left). 10 years later to the 
date, they had their civil union at 
the same church (right).

Partners Blake Ryan howard (with glasses) 
and Keeton Chamberlain met at their local 
neighborhood bar and have been inseperable 
ever since. After celebrating their civil union, 
Dec. 11, 2013, at Armand’s Pizzeria, they spent 
their honeymoon in Asheville, NC. At the Illinois 
marriage bill-signing ceremony, their image was 
part of the big Powerpoint presentation.

A Family Affair: Kate Lindberg-vazquez 
(left) with myrna vazquez (right) and 
their adopted son Matheos.

Couple michelle Thomas and Jan Ferguson from 
their civil (and spiritual) union, Sept. 8, 2012. They 
plan to convert their union to a “real” marriage at 
City Hall June 1.
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By ROSS FORmaN

Marguerite H. Griffin has long been interested 
in rituals and ceremonies—and for the past 
seven years has turned her passion into her 
part-time profession.

She is a certified celebrant and non-denom-
inational minister who was born and raised in 
Chicago, and she now calls the Chatham neigh-
borhood home. Her business celebrates mean-
ingful life moments and, naturally, her website 
is: www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

Griffin is a certified wedding and funeral cel-
ebrant who strives for authentic, meaningful 
and unique ceremonies to mark important life 
transitions, including anniversaries, memorials, 
baby blessings and more.

“We tend to move from one significant mo-
ment to another without really taking time to 
celebrate it, or truly understand how we’ve 
been moved by the occasion,” Griffin said. “I 
heard about celebrants on NPR, an opportunity 
for individuals to create ceremonies—unique, 
hand-written to that event and the people in-
volved.”

Griffin, 47, who is lesbian, is a motivational 
speaker and writer, able to create the perfect 
mood for any ceremony—from sophisticated to 
intimate and sacred, from light and casual to 
overly flamboyant.

“I can suggest meaningful ways to personal-
ize your ceremony using music, readings from 
secular, religious, spiritual or mythical tradi-
tions, and rituals that reflect your needs, your 
beliefs, your cultural, and your religious/spiri-
tual background, and your values,” she said.

“Your ceremony will express the great expec-
tations and intense emotions that characterize 
the moments that have changed your life.”

Griffin said the celebrant role has its roots in 
Australia, where it is most common.

“Things are going well,” with the business, 

said Griffin, who, during the day, works at 
Northern Trust Bank. “This is something I do 
because I enjoy it. It is not full-time, and I 
don’t ever expect it will be. It’s a way for me to 
create value in the world, a way for me to give 
back, a way for me to be part of special mo-
ments for individuals and families, and use my 
skills as a creative writer and public speaker. 
That’s what draws me to it.”

Griffin has married about 15 couples per year, 
a total that no doubt will rise this year when 
gay weddings begin in June. She also has done 
baby blessings and house-warming celebra-
tions. Plus, she has officiated memorial ser-
vices for pets.

“I’ve enjoyed it, and really enjoy marrying 
gay couples,” she said.

“I’m looking forward to what will be, hope-
fully, a busy wedding season [in 2014], which 
will include gay and straight couples. Now, gay 
couples can have a ceremony, mark the oc-
casion, invite family and friends, have them 
learn more about each other, about their love, 
their hopes and dreams and more—just like a 
straight couple.”

Griffin once performed a civil-union cer-

emony for two men who had been together for 
40 years—and there was not a dry eye in the 
place, she said. “It was just so meaningful for 
them.”

“For me, as a gay woman, to be able to marry 
a gay couple, it’s very exciting; it’s very hope-
ful and it just feels right,” she said.

Griffin has performed countless memorial ser-
vices over the years, such as the one she did for 
a terminally ill woman after being hired by the 
woman’s children.

Griffin spent a couple of afternoons with 
the ill woman, to hear exactly what she had 
accomplished in her life, what she regretted, 
what she had wanted for her children, and 
much more. The woman passed away about four 
months later, and Griffin presented a perfect 
celebration of her life.

“For me, it was special to be a part of her 
journey, and also very meaningful to me that I 
was able to assist her children, so they didn’t 
really have to spend the time wondering what 
their mom would have wanted,” Griffin said. 
“It’s wonderful work, a truly meaningful con-
nection I have with the world.”

Lesbian officiant adding meaning to celebrations

marguerite h. Griffin.
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ESCAPE THE COLD!

Say “I Do” in Paradise and Enjoy ...
SPECIAL BONUS SAVINGS UP TO $225 PER RESERVATION
EXCLUSIVE FREE 2-NIGHT RETURN ANNIVERSARY STAY
YOUR OWN PERSONAL WEDDING WEBSITE & GIFT REGISTRY
COMPLIMENTARY HOTEL STAYS, ROOM UPGRADES & MORE!

CONTACT OUR AGENCY TO HELP PLAN YOUR DESTINATION WEDDING.
WE CAN BOOK YOU AND YOUR GUESTS TRAVELING FROM ANY CITY!

TRAVEL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Travel Service

5807 WEST 63RD STREET
773-581-0100

www.oktravlagency.com
Find us on Facebook

You can’t get married ... without me!
I’ll perform your marriage 

ceremony and personalize it just for 
you. I officiate at interfaith, non-

religious, and same-sex weddings, 
as well as other lifecycle milestones. 

It doesn’t matter who you love – 
love is love!

Michele Rose
Certified LifeCycle Celebrant

RoseLifeCycleCeremonies.com
RoseCeremonies@gmail.com

847-215-7715

Rose LifeCycle Ceremonies

Celebrating Couples - One Ceremony at a Time

tucker, inc.
Chicago
Est. 1935

Jewelry for every occasion
Diamonds  *  Jewelry  *  Executive Gifts

Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

Donald Strzepek, proprietor
Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

HERS

HIS

By ROSS FORmaN

They don’t always cater extra-large events, 
but they have. Food For Thought was the ca-
terer for the University of Chicago commence-
ment—with 12,000 guests.

But with 350 employees and nearly 30 years 
of experience, the Lincolnwood-based company 
is the perfect choice for events of any size.

And that definitely includes gay weddings.
“We cater all events, from small house parties 

to large galas, corporate and social events,” 
said David Bunte, the senior sales consultant 
for Food For Thought. “We offer a boutique 
style of service for all of our clients, no matter 
what the size and scope of their event. Our 
menus are diverse, offering all different cui-
sines and our style is more reflective of con-
temporary restaurants in preparation and pre-

sentation. We consider ourselves trendsetters 
in the catering industry and our reputation is 
highly regarded in our diverse client base. We 
know that each event’s goal and feel is differ-
ent and work with each client to create cus-
tomized plans to achieve those visions.”

Bunte, 54, who lives in the Gold Coast, has 
worked at Food For Thought for 19 years. Some 

of the major annual events catered over the 
years by Food For Thought include the Celestial 
Ball at the Adler Planetarium, Lincoln Park Zoo 
Ball, Brookfield Zoo Ball, Ravinia Gala, Wom-
en’s Board of the Field Museum Gala, and more.

Bunte said Food For Thought strives for 
“personalized commitment in planning, menu 
development, customization [and] flawless ex-

ecution.” He added that the company is driven 
to “making sure you achieve your vision.”

“We pride ourselves on working with each cli-
ent individually,” he said. “It’s so much differ-
ent than walking into a restaurant and ordering 
off the menu. We need to get to know you and 
your needs before suggesting a culinary and 

Food for Thought offers hassle-free options
a sampling of 
culinary choices 
from Food For 
Thought.
Photos from 
Karen monckton

Turn to page 25
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service direction. We do pride ourselves on be-
ing a chameleon for our clients as the food that 
day or night represents them. Whether a dish 
with roots in traditional preparations or mo-
lecular gastronomy, our specials change daily.”

Food For Thought has a sales team of 17 and 
a culinary team of more than 40.

The Food For Thought “Hospitality Group” 
offers daily food service solutions for a num-
ber of different applications, Bunte said. For 
instance:

—Subsidized corporate dining programs.
—University dining programs.
—Amenity solutions for dining in a corpo-

rate office setting.
—Golf club dining management programs.
—Museum dining and special event pro-

grams.
“Food plays an integral role in defining the 

brand of an entity,” Bunte said. “Our commit-
ment to creating higher end programs that de-
fine a brand people want differentiates us. Our 
size allows us both the resources to provide 
these services and be nimble enough to be 
both flexible and creative.”

Food For Thought also has a delivered cater-
ing division.

“As with the other services we offer, we 
understand that food and the experience it 
provides is integral to getting results,” Bunte 
said. “Our delivered product line provides a 
more cost-effective solution [than] fully ca-
tered meetings and events. Our menus have 
just recently been overhauled to reflect a more 
creative and contemporary approach to these 
events.”

Those new menus will launch April 1.
Bunte said Food For Thought has “always 

been proud supporters of the gay community 
and are thrilled with their inclusion [in wed-
dings], something that should have occurred a 
long time ago.”

“We do not see any difference in how the gay 
community approaches their wedding day from 
our current clients. Will it impact the volume 
of weddings we produce? We definitely feel it 
will, but remain committed to our history of 
excellence in catering, whether the client is 
straight or gay.”

So why go the Food For Thought route?
“Aside from being a staunch supporter of the 

community over the years, our customized ap-
proach toward special events allow each cou-
ple to create and [an] experience that defines 
them on one of the most special days of their 
lives, and make it worry free.”

FOOD from page 24

By ROSS FORmaN

The annual Chicago Flower & Garden Show blooms March 15-23 at Navy 
Pier, and show organizer Tony Abruscato said the event certainly will 
answer countless questions for one of the most trendy wedding tops: 
DIY floral.

As in, do-it-yourself floral, often as part of a DIY wedding.
“Couples are getting bulk floral, and then creating their own center-

pieces, their own bouquets. It’s a big, popular trend—for the last 18 
months or so, and I see it continuing,” Abruscato said. 

At the show, there will be free demonstrations on how to make hand-
tied European floral bouquets, and how to make table center pieces, 
among other wedding floral options. “People can come to the show and 
just watch these classes and demonstrations,” Abruscato said.

This year’s show also features the American Institute of Floral Design-
ers, which is holding its regional conference at the event. The institute 
will have 12 different exhibits, showing the hot trends for 2014 and 
2015.

Abruscato said popular colors and flowers this year tend to be a bit 
more sustainable.

“It’s expensive to get married, so many couples are finding ways to do 
DIY floral arrangements,” he said.

That list of soon-to-be-married couples certainly includes a load of 
LGBTers. And Abruscato said “there are a tremendous amount of LGBT-
friendly floral designers.” Abruscato noted that smaller, compact floral 
arrangements are more trendy this year as opposed to the big, over-the-

top, tall arrangements.
Several couples, including LGBT, have inquired about getting married 

at the show. “It’s something that we think we can accommodate, but 
haven’t done anything final on that,” he said.

Abruscato said that a new, wide variety of flowers will be available 
throughout Chicago this year, including flowers that last longer. At Mari-
ano’s, for instance, the floral options will be expanding over the coming 
months, Abruscato said.

But still, the most popular flower remains the rose. And with a wide 
variety of options, red roses are no longer the lone must-have flower.

The 2014 Chicago Flower & Garden Show, presented by mariano’s, is 
march 15-23 at Navy Pier. See www.chicagoflower.com.

Wedding arrangements in bloom at upcoming show

Chicago Flower & Garden Show organizer 
Tony abruscato (above) and abruscato 
with Bob mariano of mariano’s. Photos 
courtesy of abruscato
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Top 40? Disco? Swing? Rock? Showtunes? What do you 

want your wedding to sound like? With star vocal talent, a 

state of the art sound system and a DJ/Turntablist, 

The Becca Kaufman Orchestra offers an energetic, 

versatile live music experience like no other. Whether it’s 

a solo pianist or a 20-piece orchestra, we can make sure 

your next wedding sounds like no other! BKO will make 

sure your wedding sounds like you!

Visit www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com and www.BeatMixMusic.com 

or call 847.892.4150 to hear the sounds of your next event. 

Serving the community with pride!

CONN’S
CATERING

Entertain With Style
21 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

A preferred caterer at
Chicago Park District Venues

We offer Full Bar Service

connscatering.com G redrovercafe.com
773-262-2666  G  info@connscatering.com

By RogeR V. MccaffRey-Boss
On June 1, Illinois LGBT couples will be able 
to apply for a marriage license, get married the 
following day, and enjoy all the benefits and 
legal obligations that married spouses have 
enjoyed for years. 

LGBT couples where someone has a termina-
ble illness, however, can get married now with 
a supporting letter from their physician. 

Although madly in love today, divorce law-
yers know that love does not conquer all and 
that love can sour and turn to conflict. In the 
world of heterosexual marriage there is an es-
tablished history of divorce terms, experience 
with breakup rights and duties that are differ-
ent from the rules that LGBT couples have lived 
by. 

Divorce clients know the trials and tribula-
tions of a best friend’s divorce, the property 
settlement they got, what their lawyer could or 
could not do for them and their responsibilities 

for payment of maintenance and child support. 
Unfortunately, these rules are new to LGBT cou-
ples planning marriage. They are important and 
everyone who plans to “tie the knot” should be 
aware of them. 

Whatever you thought was your sole prop-
erty before marriage changes. When married, 
spouses have rights as to the martial property 
of the couple. Marital property is any property 
acquired by the parties during their marriage 
except for property which is specifically ex-
cluded as non-martial property. The burden is 
on the party claiming non-marital property to 
prove it. 

If you get married, and split from your 
spouse, you may have to pay for maintenance. 
The amount and duration of maintenance is de-
termined based upon relevant factors including 
age, income and property of each party, educa-
tion, length of the marriage, whether the recip-
ient’s ability to earn income has been impaired 

due to absence from the workforce to attend 
to domestic duties, and lifestyle of the parties. 

If you divorce, you may have to pay attor-
neys’ fees for yourself and you may have to pay 
the legal fees of your spouse. The law says that 
attorney’s fees are the primary responsibility 
of the party incurring fees. However, if your 
spouse does not have any money, you may be 
required to pay his/her fees. Contribution of 
attorneys’ fees from one party to the other is 
available where the payment of attorneys’ fees 
would undermine a partner’s economic stabil-
ity. 

Illinois is an equitable distribution state 
which means property is not necessarily di-
vided 50/50—there is no guarantee that ei-
ther spouse will get half. The Court considers 
relevant factors in determining how assets are 
to be divided, such as length of the marriage, 
age, health and employability of the spouses, 
contribution, both financial and non-financial, 
to the acquisition of property, the parties’ re-
spective abilities to generate capital assets in 
the future and other factors. 

And if you die, your spouse has legal rights 
to certain retirement accounts you have re-
gardless of who you named as the beneficiary. 

Instead of letting a judge decide these issues 
in case you divorce, you should have a premari-
tal agreement to establish your own financial 
agreements. Premarital agreements clarify the 
rights and expectations in the marriage and 
can reduce the expenses and stress in a divorce 
by eliminating the issues to be determined. 

Premarital agreements must be in writing 
and signed by both parties. They must be en-
tered into freely and voluntarily. And they re-
quire fair and reasonable financial disclosures. 
They also require each spouse to have their 
own attorney represent them and be signed 
well before the marriage so no claim can be 
made that the Agreement was forced onto one 
of the spouses. 

I have always advocated for all parties in 
an LGBT couple to create their own property 
agreements and decide what issues should be 
covered. Doing that before marriage is the 
time.

Roger V. Mccaffrey-Boss, esq., Law offices 
of Roger V. Mccaffrey-Boss & associates, 
P.c., 33 North Dearborn street, suite 800, 
chicago, Illinois 60602, Phone 312 263 
8800, email: RVMLawyer@aol.com

Premarital agreements: 
Protect your property rights

The Rev. Ms. shawn M. schreiner (pictured at right), 
Rector, Grace Episcopal Church in Oak Park married 
Victoria garvey in a ceremony in 2013. They were 
married legally in Baltimore, Md., and then had the 
blessing at Grace Episcopal Church. More than 400 
people attended the service, lead by Bishop Jeffrey Lee. 
Photos by Jonathon Lee

Episcopal Bishop blesses 
marriage of priest and spouse
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ACCOMMODATIONS
see also vENUES
The Guesthouse Hotel 
Andersonville
4866 N. Clark St.
773-564-9568
www.theguesthousehotel.com
 Luxurious boutique hotel 
with spacious two- and three-
bedroom accommodations in 
Andersonville. Gourmet kitchens, 
spa-like bathrooms, fireplaces, 
balconies. Perfect for groups. Walk 
to restaurants, shops, bars. Live like a 
local! 

Lang House Bed & 
Breakfast 
7421 N. Sheridan Rd.
773-764-9851
www.catscradlechicago.com
info@langhousechicago.com
 The Lang House bed & breakfast, 
built in 1919, is honored to support 
the LbGT community. Lang House 
is the perfect venue for indoor, 
outdoor, nearby beach weddings, or 
receptions. We have special offers; 
call for
details.

ANIMAL SERvICES
Tree House Humane Society 
1212 W. Carmen Ave.
773-784-5488, ext. 238
www.TreeHouseAnimals.org/
wedding
Kristine@TreeHouseAnimals.org
 Honor your commitment and save 
an animal’s life with a personalized 
Wedding Donation Page. 

BAKERIES 
Roeser’s Bakery and Party 
Palace 
3216-3224 W. North Ave. 
Bakery: 773-489-6900
Party Palace: 773-489-6928 
www.RoesersCakes.com
 We want to celebrate marriage 
equality with you. Our designs range 
from traditional to contemporary 
and will compliment the theme of 
your special day. We are the place for 
cakes and everything to complete 
your party. Free parking.

CATERING
Bountiful Eatery
3312 N. Broadway St. 
773-687-9811 
www.bountifuleatery.com
 Gay-owned bountiful eatery, 
awarded “best Healthy eats,” 
specializes in healthy food and food 
sensitivity.  Offering a wide range of 
choices from vegan to wild-caught 
salmon and grass-fed bison entrees. 
Call to speak with our catering 
specialist and we will help you fulfill 
your dream wedding.  

Conn’s Catering
773-262-2666
www.connscatering.com
info@connscatering.com
 1993 - 2014: 21 years of excellence. 
A preferred caterer at Chicago Park 
District venues. We offer full bar 
service.

Entertaining Company
312-829-2800
www.entertainingcompany.com
 entertaining Company, Chicago’s 
caterer for 20 years, boldly designs 
every event, from vibrant wedding 

and commitment ceremony catering 
to sparkling social event catering, 
including backyard barbeques 
and black tie galas. entertaining 
Company catering transports guests 
to a bold world of celebration 
inspired by a palate of artisan 
ingredients, global traditions and 
colorful settings.

J&L Catering 
1229 N. North Branch St.
312-280-7900
www.jandlcatering.com
 Celebrating over 25 years of 
bringing creativity and exceptional 
cuisine together, J&L Catering has 
been a supporter of the community 
since 1989. Full-service, custom 
catering with knowledgable event 
planners who will help you through 
every step to create an amazing 
experience for you and your guests.

Tri-Star Catering
150 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago  312-
368-8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com
 After all, you should enjoy your 
event as much as your guests 
do. Tri-Star Catering is more 
than exceptional food tastefully 
presented. We take pride in creating 
the complete special event. Tri-Star 
takes the work and worry out of 
your busy schedule. Preparation, 
presentation, perfection!

ENTERTAINMENT
Artists, Events and 
Entertainment Inc
312-832-1100 
www.artistsandevents.com
 Make your next event beyond your 
imagination. From a formal affair to 
an informal party, we can provide the 
perfect entertainment for any event. 
World-class musicians, big band, 
orchestras, harp, violins, piano, Top 
40 dance, vocalists, jazz and more. 

Becca Kaufman Orchestra
847-892-4150
www.beccakaufmanorchestra.com
www.beatmixmusic.com
 Available for all your weddings and 
celebrations. Contact becca to hear 
the sounds of your wedding. 

EvENT PLANNING
Food For Thought 
847-982-2608  
www.fftchicago.com
info@fftchicago.com
 An esteemed place among 
Chicago special event planners 
with 30 years of experience.  Our 
veteran sales consultants assist in 
all phases of the planning process 
and can provide expert advice on 
venues, vendors and entertaining.  
We are committed to creating 
memorable experiences for our 
customers through a culture of 
creativity, expertise and innovation 
with delicious food we love and true 
hospitality.

Frank Event Design
Frank J. Andonoplas, Master Bridal 
Consultant 
5555 N. Sheridan Rd., Arcade Level 
773-275-6804 
www.frankeventdesign.com
frank@frankeventdesign.com
  Frank J. Andonoplas has been 
planning weddings for the last 20 

years.  He was recently Named event 
Planner of the year and is one of 79 
Master bridal Consultants worldwide. 

Kelly Ray Wedding 
and Events
2915 N. Clybourn Ave., 
Suite 314
773-909-1980
www.kellyrayweddingandevents.com
 Kelly Ray Wedding and events 
wants you to enjoy your big event. 
We provide an avant-garde approach 
to planning to make your dream day 
a reality.

FASHION/HAIR
Dame Couture 
1804 Central St., Evanston, IL 847-
866-7599
www.damecouture.com
 Dame Couture provides an 
alternative experience: one that’s 
more down-to-earth, personal, and 
relaxed than traditional bridal shops. 
We love vintage clothes, and reuse 
vintage clothes and components as 
much as possible.

Jordan Hair Extensions
312-404-3053
www.chicagohairextensionssalon.org
 LGbT owner catering specifically 
to LGbT clients. Schedule your 
appointment with Jordan, a hair 
extension expert with 20 years of 
experience. by appointment only; in-
home or at our Wrigleyville location.

FAvORS/INvITES
Pulp & Ink 
1344 N. Wells St. 
312-475-1344 
www.pulpandink.com
 Since 2001, traditional and urban-
minded paper goods adorn this airy 
showroom. Invitations, programs, 
and place cards range from clean-
lined and brightly colored to those 
with calligraphy and muted shades. 
Custom design available in addition 
to elum, Oblation and bella Figura 
and more.

Total Promotions, Inc.
Contact David Strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Special items for your wedding 
day: Favors, candles, thank you notes, 
invitations, monogramed glasses, 
boxes, gifts and so much more. Any 
item that can be imprinted, David 
can get you the best prices.

FLOWERS 
The Blossom Boys 
9911 S. Walden Pkwy.
773-779-4400
www.theblossomboys.com
 The blossom boys designed the 
first legal same-sex wedding in 
Illinois. Steve and Ryan’s rich history, 
brilliant artistry and sensitivity will 
honor and celebrate your unique 
wedding day. 

Flowers by Fragrant Design 
1928 W. Fulton St.
312-546-3044
www.fragrantdesign.com
 Fragrant Design has a passion 
for designing inspiring style for 
your one-of-a-kind event. Our 
commitment and desire to create 
surpass the high expectations we 
bring to our clients.

FINANCIAL
James E. Elvord, AWM, 
Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 
800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
 At RbC Wealth Management, 
we know that a good portfolio is a 
reflection of your needs and goals. 
That’s why we work with you to create a 
comprehensive plan that works for you, 
with a wide range of flexible financial 
solutions.

HOME/GIFTS
Char Crews
8 Grant Square,
Hinsdale, IL
630-920-0190
800-323-1972
www.CharCrews.com
 The bridal Registry at Char Crews, 
Chicagoland’s finest selection of 
china, crystal, flatware and giftware 
at discount prices. Family owned 
and operated since 1972. expert 
registry and gift assistance. Located 
in Hinsdale, Wilmette and at Char 
Crews.com.

Lighting by Fox
3524 N. Halsted St.
www.lightingbyfox.com
 Make your NeW life together 
brighter with Lighting by Fox! 
Now open at 3524 N. Halsted St., 
you’ll find an extensive display of 
traditional to contemporary lighting 
to compliment your new beginnings. 
Visit www.lightingbyfox.com to see 
our showroom and our merchandise. 

Terry’s Toffee 
312-733-2700
www.terrystoffee.com
info@terrystoffee.com
 Terry’s Toffee offers a remarkable 
line of gourmet toffee and gorgeous 
packaging to celebrate your special 
day. Partners Terry and Michael 
honor marriage equality in Illinois 
and across the country, with you.  

JEWELRY
Leo Bachrach & Son
55 E. Washington St., #801 
312-263-3111
www.leobachrachjewelers.com 
 Leo bachrach & Son Jewelers have 
been delivering fine quality jewelry 
craftsmanship and design since 
1944. Proud to serve the LGbTQ 
community, Leo bachrach & Son 
Jewelers carries a large collection of 
jewelry from designers across the 
world.

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the 
community for 40 years. Specializing 
in custom design. Jewelry repair, 
watch repair, appraisals, Certified GIA 
diamond supplier. Mention Jan Dee’s 
ad in this section and receive 15% off 
your next in-store purchase or $100 
off your custom ring order.

James & Sons Fine Jewelers
www.jamesandsons.com
 Celebrating life’s milestones for 50 
years. Marriage equality: Now that’s 
a milestone. At James & Sons our 
mission has always been a tradition 
of trust, high ethical standards, 

knowledge of our jewelry products 
and services, fair pricing and value to 
our customers. Chicago, Orland Park 
and Schererville locations.

Rodger Kadet, Ltd.
5 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 1703A
312-854-3007
rodgerk7753@gmail.com
 In the industry for over 40 years. 
A one-stop shop for all your jewelry 
needs, including engagement rings, 
wedding rings and bands, and 
more. Specializing in custom-made 
rings. Proud to support the LGbTQ 
community.

Sparkles
5405 N. Clark St.
773-944-9600
www.SparklesFineJewelry.com
info@SparklesFineJewelry.com
 Custom jewelry design, GIA-
certified diamonds for engagements 
and weddings. Live, laugh, love and 
sparkle!

Tucker, Inc.
5 S. Wabash, Suite 507
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 established 1935. Jewelry for every 
occasion. Celebrating marriage 
equality for all. Donald Strzepek, 
owner, proud to be part of the 
community.

LEGAL
Berger Schatz
161 N. Clark St.,
Suite 2800
312-782-3456
312-782-8463 (fax)
www.bergerschatz.com
 berger Schatz is one of the largest 
law firms in the nation specializing 
exclusively in matrimonial and family 
law. Our clients come to us because 
they know we have the experience, 
expertise and discretion to resolve 
their most challenging issues. 

Donald B. Boyd, Jr., 
Family Law
232 S. Lathrop Ave., Forest Park, IL
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
 Specializing in civil unions, LGbT 
issues, divorce/wills/trusts, real estate 
closings, custody violation, and child 
support. Free initial consultation. 
evening and weekend appointments 
available. 

Ray J. Koenig III, 
Clark Hill PLC
150 N. Michigan Ave., 
Suite 2700
800-949-3124
312-985-5900
rkoenig@clarkhill.com
www.clarkhill.com
 Ray is a legal authority on all of 
his practice areas, which include 
probate, trusts, guardianship, estate 
planning, and elder law, including 
the litigation of those areas.

Lambda Legal
312-663-4413 
www.lambdalegal.org
 Lambda Legal is committed to 
achieving full recognition of the civil 
rights of LGbT people and those 
with HIV through impact litigation, 
education and public policy work.
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Roger v. McCaffrey-Boss, 
Esq.
Law Offices of Roger 
v. McCaffrey-Boss & 
Associates, P.C.
33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800
312-263-8800
rvmlawyer@aol.com
 In service to the community for 
more than 35 years. bankruptcy; 
Wills, Trusts & Probate; Real estate 
Closings; Premarital Agreements.

Rosemary Mulryan,
Mulryan & York, Attorneys 
at Law
4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, Illinois 60613
773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com
 Mulryan & York is a full-service, 
community-based law firm providing 
adoption, estate planning, probate, 
and other legal services people need 
to keep their families secure, strong, 
and supported. 

LICENSES
David Orr
Cook Co. Clerk’s Office
cookcountyclerk.com/
vitalrecords/marriageequality
 Congratulations on Marriage 
equality! I look forward to finally
issuing marriage licenses to all 
couples! Our office in the lower 
level of the Daley Center will be 
open on Sunday, June 1. For more 
information, please visit our website.

OFFICIANTS
Mother Jubi Dutcher, 
Officiant
773-946-7318
revtjdutcher@gmail.com
 A ceremony you’ll never forget! 
When you’re planning your 
commitment ceremony, call Mother 
Jubi Dutcher to officiate. Your union 
is a sacrament. 

Dignity/Chicago 
www.dignity-chicago.org/content/
families
 Your Roman Catholic resource for 
your wedding. Full Mass or simple 
ceremony, ceremony planning, Pre-
Cana preparation, ordained male and 
female priests, musicians and music 
direction. Inclusive Roman Catholic 
community. 

Ethical Humanist Society of 
Chicago
7574 N. Lincoln Ave., Skokie, IL
847-677-3334
http://ethicalhuman.org
office@ethical human.org 
 Our secular officiants will be happy 
to help LGbT couples tie the knot, 
either in the beautiful auditorium 
of our meetinghouse in Skokie, or 
elsewhere.

Gay Minister for Gay 
Weddings
gayminister@gmail.com
 Gay minister for gay weddings. Are 
you planning a wedding after June 1, 
2014? I am a gay minister available to 
perform your wedding ceremony.

Get Married by John
Officiant John Huebler 
773-270-3761
getmarriedbyjohn@gmail.com
 Ceremony planning, writing, and 
rehearsal. Performing the ceremony 
on your big day. experienced and 
recommended. Authorized to certify 
Illinois marriages and civil unions. 
Ordained by American Marriage 
Ministries.

Marguerite H. Griffin
Meaningful Moments
773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com
meaningfulmarguerite@gmail.
com
 “I would be honored to officiate 
at your wedding ceremony and to 
co-create with you a unique and 
meaningful ceremony that reflects 
who you are as individuals and as a 
couple.”

ILWeddingOfficiant.com
847-873-7463
ILWeddingOfficiant.com
 Catering to the unique needs of 
same-sex couples by serving the 
GLbTQ community according each 
couple’s unique personality, beliefs 
and desires. Rev. Pamela travels to 
you or get married at her home.

Living Well Ministries 
773-655-4357
www.livingwellministries.net
 Rev. Jacki belile is a lesbian baptist 
minister, life coach, and experienced 
celebrant in interfaith settings.  Her 
wedding services include custom 
design and pre-marital coaching 
sessions.  

Rose LifeCycle Ceremonies
Michele Rose, Certified LifeCycle 
Celebrant
847-215-7715
www.RoseLifeCycleCeremonies.com
RoseCeremonies@gmail.com
 You can’t get married without me! 
I’ll perform your marriage ceremony 
and personalize it just for you. I 
officiate at interfaith, non-religious, 
and same sex weddings, and other 
lifecycle milestones.

PHOTOGRAPHY/
vIDEO
Rick Aguilar Studios 
773-478-6607
www.rickaguilar.com
 This gay-owned wedding 
photographer studio has been 
documenting gay weddings for 
the Chicago community for over 
20 years. He is renowned for his 
reputation, his creativity, and his 
work.  

Bean Blossom Prod.
www.BeanBlossomProductions.net
773-727-5642
 Special event videos/photos 
for weddings, civil unions, social 
gatherings, team events and much 
more.  Serving the community with 
Pride! 

Ingrid Bonne Photography
773-991-2400 
www.ingridbonnephotography.com
ingrid@
ingridbonnephotography.com
 The visual storyteller for 
remarkable people. Let me tell your 
story!

Lisa Howe-Ebright 
Photography
708-710-2874
www.LHEphoto.com
Lisa@LHEphoto.com
 Capturing the moment now, 
cherishing the memories forever. 
Serving our community for over 35 
years.

TRAvEL
OK Travel
773-581-0100  
www.oktravlagency.com 
 The staff at OK Travel has 
journeyed to all 50 states and over 70 
foreign countries on six of the seven 
continents. We are confident that we 
can provide you the best experience 
at a great value. We specialize 
in honeymoons and destination 
weddings, as well as cruises, family 
vacations, Disney, Las Vegas and 
more.

villa Loretta Palm Springs
310-869-3465
hrisben.2827@gmail.com
 3,700 sq. ft., 1/4 acre, beautiful 
pool and grounds. Room for 250 
at a wedding or over 100 sit down. 
Very romantic and can become your 
wedding wonderland. Palm Springs 
home of movie star Loretta Young.

vENUES
A Church 4 Me MCC
1545 W. Morse Ave., Chicago
708-951-4862
www.achurch4me.org
 Transforming ourselves as we 
transform the world. Supporting 
marriage since 1968. Sunday worship 
celebration at 11 a.m. Weddings 
anytime!

Bistro Campagne 
4518 N. Lincoln Ave.
773-271-6100
bistrocampagne.com
 Celebrate any occasion in the 
French countryside, in the heart of 
Chicago. bistro Campagne offers 
several intimate spaces, including 
beautiful gardens, for groups of up 
to 50 people. Ask for Alejandro to 
discuss special events.

Chez, LLC 
312-255-0288
www.chez-chicago.com
Christine@chez-chicago.com
 Situated two blocks from Michigan 
Avenue, Chez provides a versatile 
space that can be transformed for 
any occasion. Once home to the 
famous Chez Paree nightclub, the 
space has been reinvented as an 
elegant and modern loft.

Chicago Botanic Gardens
Private and Corporate Events 
847-835-8370
www.chicagobotanic.org
events@chicagobotanic.org
At the Chicago botanic Garden, your 
event springs to life amid a backdrop 
of pure beauty. This world-renowned 
cultural destination is the perfect 
venue for your wedding, reception, 
or rehearsal dinner. From the simple 
to the sublime, we have something 
for every taste!

Chicago History Museum 
1601 N. Clark St.
312-799-2254 
www.chicagohistory.org/hostevent
 Chicago History Museum is the 
city’s oldest cultural institution. 
Its classic ballroom with adjacent 
outdoor terrace make it the perfect 
venue for your next event. 

City Winery Chicago
1200 W. Randolph St., Chicago  
312-229-5989 
www.citywinery.com
todd@citywinery.com
 Host your special day at City 
Winery Chicago! 33,000 square feet 
of luxurious indoor and outdoor 
space. City Winery brings Wine 
Country to you. Please contact Todd 
Carr, events Director, to schedule 
your private tour and discussion.

The Drake
Catering Dept.
312-932-4337 
www.thedrakehotel.com
drakesales@thedrakehotel.com
 The Drake’s distinguished service, 
iconic location, and regal ambiance 
exemplify the remarkable ReAL 
CHICAGO™ experience. From the 
breathtaking Grand ballroom to the 
legendary Gold Coast Room, The 
Drake proudly offers spectacular 
venues for ceremonies, receptions, 
and rehearsal dinners.  

GayWedding
ChicagoSite.com
847-873-7463
www.GayWeddingChicagoSite.com
 Chicagoland’s premiere 5-star 
venue. elope or 30 guests, enjoy 
suburban hospitality and legally 
marry at Pine Manor, the beautiful 
home/garden of Rev. Pamela. 
Serving GbLTQ since ... always!

InterContinental Chicago 
Magnificent Mile
505 N. Michigan Ave.
312-321-8735
www.icchicagohotel.com
 Our stylish atmosphere features 
breathtaking venues and views 
overlooking the Mag Mile and are 
evocative of magnificent eras past, 
accommodating 20-550 guests. Let 
us help you create your vision while 
offering the exclusivity and elegance 
you expect from Chicago’s most 
sought-after downtown location.

Keith House
1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings and civil unions in 
the Near South Loop of Chicago. 
1870s historic home, with beautiful 
original woodwork. Ten minutes 
from downtown, next store to the 
Women’s Park. Also available for 
corporate events, baby showers, 
meetings, art shows, and more.

Maggiano’s Little Italy
516 N. Clark St.
312-644-4284  
www.maggianos.com
chicago.banquet@maggianos.com
 10 private rooms including 
ballroom with private garden which 
seats 350.  Social and corporate 
events, A/V-ready. Chef -prepared, 
made-from-scratch authentic 
recipes.   

Mars Gallery 
1139 W. Fulton Market  
312-226-7808
www.marsgallery.com 
info@marsgallery.com
 For more than 25 years, Mars 
Gallery has been home to hundreds 
of weddings and receptions. Housed 
in a 19th century all-brick timber 
loft in Chicago’s West Loop historic 
market district.  We are proud to 
be one of Chicago’s most unique 
wedding venues.

Mayne Stage 
1328 W. Morse Ave.
www.maynestage.com
rentals@maynestage.com
 Make Mayne Stage yours! Our 
200-seated, 400-standing-room 
venue is the perfect destination for 
your next special event.

Polo Cafe and Catering
3322 S. Morgan St. 
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com
 Something different ... something 
wonderful! Minutes south of the 
Loop, ideal to gather for a special 
events, dinners or receptions, 
weddings or holy/civil union 
ceremonies, rehearsal dinners, or 
memorial meals, as well as holiday 
parties, showers, corporate seminars 
and more, plus unique overnight 
lodging.

Sidetrack 
3349 N. Halsted St.
773-477-9189
www.sidetrackchicago.com
info@sidetrackchicago.com
 bringing people together with 
legendary parties for more than 
30 years. Perfect for enagagement 
parties, wedding ceremonies, or 
receptions. Custom music and video 
entertainment options, custom 
cocktails, caterer-friendly facilities, 
choice of staff. 

Unity Lutheran Chicago
773-878-4747
www.unitylutheranchicago.org 
 Make your wedding dreams come 
true at Unity Lutheran Church, 
balmoral and broadway, edgewater. 
Same-gender and opposite-gender 
weddings. Multicultural, LGbTQ 
friendly, community involved 
congregation. Pastor Fred Kinsey; 
Associate Pastor John Roberts. 

theWit Chicago  
201 N. State Street
312-467-0200
www.thewithotel.com
 Modern class in the heart of 
downtown Chicago. Imagine a 
serene setting for your vows, then 
being whisked up to ROOF for 
breathtaking views of Chicago and 
a toast to your new life, followed by 
dancing the night away in one of our 
glowing banquet rooms with the city 
lights as your backdrop.
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By NiCO LaNG

When you think about art, what do you pic-
ture? 
 For many of us, the word “art” conjures an 
image of a painting on a wall, but Katie Vota 
is one of a movement of contemporary art-
ists who are thinking about genre differently. 
A graduate student at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago (SAIC) and an emerging 
artist, Vota’s work specifically challenges the 
divide between arts and crafts through the use 
of textiles. What draws Vota to textiles is that 
it’s “art that you live in,” the artist said. 
 “Textiles are omnipresent in our lives,” Vota 
added. “You wear them, you see them. Think 
about how you have a favorite chair to read 
in. Someone designed that. Someone designed 
the fabric in your car. It’s art you interact with 
every day.”
 As a child, Vota recalled that she grew up 
constantly immersed in textiles. Vota comes 
from a long generation of quilters. Fabric is a 
part of her history. “It was all over [my Nana’s] 
house,” Vota said. “There were always quilt 
squares to be embroidered, fabric pieces. The 
garage was full. It was her sewing room. She 
lived with it. It wasn’t something that she did 
and put away.” 
 Until recently, Vota didn’t recognize that 
what her grandmother was doing would influ-
ence her career as an artist, the creative lens 
through which she saw the world. “I didn’t 
even acknowledge it as an art form,” Vota ex-
plained. “It’s a social art because of the com-
munity it builds around the labor of the work.” 
Vota said that when we don’t focus on the hand 
as part of the process, we lose something.

 Thinking about labor as a material has been 
important to Vota’s own process, which is just 
as much tied to the narrative of textiles and 
labor as her own personal story. Her art speaks 
of a social conscience. “There’s so much history 
that backs up where we find ourselves now, a 
history of colonization and imperialism,” Vota 
said. “I feel like people think we’re past all 
that, and we’re not. If we knew anything about 
what we’re wearing, maybe we’d choose to sup-
port different ways of making what we wear in 
our lives.” Much of her own work has been a re-
action to what she sees as wastefulness within 
the art industry, particularly textiles. “Seventy 
percent of landfill waste is textile-based,” Vota 
said. “I don’t want to be a part of that.”
 In her art, Vota commonly repurposes materi-
als such as tires or rubber to look like leather, 
which often gives her work a dark, almost S&M 
feel. By giving discarded materials a second 
life, a medieval sex dungeon vibe isn’t neces-
sarily what she’s going for, although she’s open 
to that interpretation. For Vota, it’s about let-
ting the materials express themselves. “Other 
people wanted to talk about my work as an 
anthropological study, as tools or shamanistic 
objects,” Vota said, “but I’m letting the work 
guide me in a more visual way.” 
 However, Vota did confess that she has 
a weakness for making art that pushes the 
boundaries of bad taste. “I’m finding tasteful-
ness to be a hilarious idea. I want to make 
the opposite of what is tasteful, like curtains 
with leather fringe on them,” Vota said. “Every 
time someone gives me a ‘What the hell are you 
doing?’ look, it’s an encouragement. I push it 
further.”
 Although Vota has long resisted the “queer” 

label in her art, she admitted that there’s a 
“queering” element in what she’s doing, repur-
posing materials for her own ends. “The work 
that I’m making right now is the first time any-
one has ever talked about queerness in rela-
tion to my work,” Vota said. “That makes me 
uncomfortable, because I don’t want to just be 
a queer artist. I don’t want to be pigeonholed.” 
But in her own life, Vota feels an increasing 
need to be outspoken about sexuality and 
queerness, as an out bisexual woman. “There’s 
a discomfort within the queer community 
around bisexuals,” Vota said. “It’s a really hard 
place to be in. There’s so much erasure that 
goes into other peoples assumptions of you.” 
Facing that stigma, Vota believes it’s “impor-
tant to count yourself amongst the queer com-
munity in an overt way.”
 As an artist, this need for visibility in the 
community also shines through in her politics. 
By challenging the divide between arts and 
crafts, Vota hopes to find a place for textile 
artists and craft makers in the larger art world, 
where they are often marginalized or left out. 
“Why can’t a craft object be an art object?” 
Vota asked, saying that she believes that crafts 

are threatening to the art scene because they 
“break down high art divide between the wall 
and the viewer.” 
 “I love it when something begs viewer inter-
action, that they just want to play with it and 
touch it,” she added. “It’s one of the reasons 
that I gravitate toward installation work. The 
viewer gets to be immersed in the work instead 
of it just being a thing on the wall.”
 Vota said that these restrictions can be par-
ticularly limiting for craft artists, who are “dis-
respected,” but those divides drive her to keep 
pushing. “Having outside limitations is really 
helpful to me as a way generating more inter-
esting ideas,” Vota remarked. “I want to poke 
at these arbitrary conceptions that we have in 
order break down these hierarchies that exist 
within art. We shouldn’t have all these precon-
ceived notions.” 
 Her new show, “Off the Mark,” will be doing 
exactly that. Although her work is already on 
display, the official reception will be held Feb. 
6 at Intelligentsia Coffee, 53 E. Randolph St. 
Vota’s work is also at SAIC’s Sharp Building on 
the eighth floor, or at Katie Vota.com.

One of Katie 
vota’s works. 
Photo courtesy 
of vota 
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Katie Vota pushes
boundaries of art

By meGhaN STReiT

aRTango, a longtime Ravenswood dance studio 
and event space, recently expanded its offer-
ings to include a South American bistro. Ini-
tially, I was skeptical about the addition of a 
restaurant. I wondered whether the food would 
be an afterthought to the tango lessons. So, I 
was pleasantly surprised to discover the food 
is inspired, expertly prepared and, frankly, deli-
cious.
 The owners brought on former Bistro Margot 
chef Isaak Reyes, whose transition from prepar-
ing French cuisine to cooking South American 
food appears to be seamless. The menu incor-
porates flavors and favorite dishes from Argen-
tina, Venezuela and Peru, and it is chock-full of 
fresh ingredients.
 The trio of ceviche is an ample platter of 
nicely marinated mahi-mahi, scallops and 
shrimp, which was my favorite of the three. 
The shrimp is bathed in lots of tangy lime juice 
with plenty of bright cilantro notes. The empa-
nadas are another must-order appetizer. The 
pastry is buttery and flaky, and you can take 
your pick from among beef, veggie or ham and 
cheese filling. All of them are good, but next 
time I’ll forgo the sampler platter and order all 
ham and cheese empanadas. They are by far the 

best of the three.
 The appetizer I was most excited to try was 
the arroz bomba tostado, a risotto cake with 
tiger shrimp and lobster sauce. It sounds tan-
talizing, but doesn’t quite deliver. The risotto, 
while flavorful, isn’t crispy as the menu prom-
ises it will be. It’s really just a scoop of decent 
risotto topped with three plump shrimp. It’s 
certainly not bad, but it’s also not very special, 
especially when compared to the outstanding 
renditions of classics like ceviche and empana-
das.

 Beef features prominently on the entree 
menu. If you’re in the mood for a steak, the 
etrana is an excellent option. Chimichurri 
sauce gives the skirt steak plenty of garlicky 
flavor, and if you order it medium rare, it will 
be tender and juicy. The steak is sliced and 
served stylishly on a long rectangular platter. 
The portion is huge; most people will be hard 
pressed to finish it. The steak is the star of 
the show, but scoops of mashed potatoes and 
guacamole both make nice creamy additions to 
bites of meat. ARTango is BYOB, so be sure to 

bring a bottle of full-bodied red to accompany 
your steak.
 One of the most impressive entrees is the gn-
occhi, a dish I don’t typically associate with 
South American cuisine. The doughy pasta is 
crazy soft and fluffy. It could easily rival the 
gnocchi served at some of my favorite Ital-
ian joints. It’s topped with a generous serving 
of rich shredded lamb meat and mixed with a 
zesty red pepper cream sauce. The sauce adds 
some South American heat to the dish, but it 
doesn’t render it unnecessarily spicy. Paella 
lovers will be pleased with ARTango’s version, 
which is packed with plenty of shrimp, octopus 
and scallops.
 After such an unexpectedly delightful meal, I 
didn’t want to skip dessert. Unfortunately, the 
final course didn’t stand up to all of the lovely 
dishes that came before it. The mango flan was 
perfectly fine and well-executed. It just wasn’t 
memorable enough for me. The flourless choco-
late cake was dry and seemed too ordinary for a 
menu as thoughtful as ARTango’s. If you’d rath-
er burn some calories after dinner than waste 
them on lackluster desserts, bring your danc-
ing shoes. Midway through the evening, pro-
fessional tango dancers emerge in the dining 
room to put on a fun performance. Afterwards, 
diners (who I suspect have had a few lessons 
at the dance studio) are welcome to join them 
on the dance floor. The mid-meal tango feels 
a bit gimmicky at first, but it’s actually quite 
entertaining and makes for a quirky and unique 
dining experience. 
 aRTango is at 4217 N. Ravenswood ave.; 
call 773-697-7479 or visit www.artangocen-
terchicago.com. 

ARTango Bistro

WEEKLY DINING GUIDE IN 

image from aRTango Bistro. PR photo
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ADVERTISE hERE 
aDveRTiSe heRe: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. To place 
an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

ATTORNEy
BaNKRUPTCy aTTORNey. Debts have you down? Ready 
for a fresh start? Filing bankruptcy may be the best 
solution. In most cases, you keep your home, your 
car and most belongings. We are a small firm with 25 
years experience helping people out of debt. Payton-
Dann attorneys 312-702-1000. www.paytondann.
com (4/2/14-13)

CLEANING SERVICES
CheSTNUT CLeaNiNG SeRviCeS: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. Chestnut Cleaning Ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.ChestnutCleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

COuNSELING

PRe-NUPTiaL COUNSeLiNG FOR LGBT COUPLeS. To 
celebrate the Marriage Equality Act, Dr Kiya is offering 
special rates for any LGBT couple who would like pre-
nuptial counseling. Call for a FRee phone consulta-
tion: 773-880-5492. www.drkiya.com (6/4/14-26)

FOSTERING

hOME IMPROVEMENT
maKe yOUR hOme LOOK FaBULOUS!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

FamiLy OWNeD & OPeRaTeD. Painting, carpentry, 
wallpaper, dry wall repair/installation, handyman, 
remodeling, tiles, flooring, doors, electric and plumb-

ing. Licensed, bonded and insured. J. Doro Painting 
& Construction, 773-507-6664, Jduro@att.net 
(3/22/14)

NeW aTTiTUDe PaiNTiNG: Need to repaint and clean 
behind all that furniture? I’m the man you need. 
Get me over for a free estimate. 847-444-1482. 
(2/26/14-13)

MASSAGE
FiRST-CLaSS aSiaN maLe maSSeUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (4/2/14-12)

MATChMAKING

LEGAL SERVICES

ThERAPEuTIC MASSAGE
ROBeRT KOKOTT, LmT Massage promotes deep well-
being. I offer sessions tailored to your needs, drawing 
on many years of wide-ranging training and clinical 
experience. Peaceful office in Andersonville. Voice-
mail: 612-590-7994. email: bobbykokott@yahoo.
com (2/5/14-1)

WEDDING OFFICIANT

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDeRiNG WhaT TO DO WiTh ThOSe WiNDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (2/26/14-13)

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL SERVICES
ReaL eSTaTe iSSUeS? Buying – Selling – Leasing – 
Landlord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The 
Law Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway 
Street. (312) 492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. 
www.FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

REAL ESTATE

Foster Parents 
Wanted

Can you provide a loving 
home for a child?

Couples or Individuals. 

Call Child Link Licensing 
department at 

(312) 377-4735 x271. 
or visit Child Link online 

for more at  

www.childlink.org

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

This contemporary home 
is located in beautiful Long 
Beach, near the Indiana 
Dunes, two blocks from 
Lake Michigan and one 
hour from Chicago.

2006 Idlewood
Long Beach, IN, 46360 • $825,000

MIKE CONNER
(312) 735-2912
mconner@daprileproperties.com

827 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN, 46360
Chicago and Suburbia • Michigan City, IN • Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

Weddings and Ceremonies for Couples
Marguerite H. Griffin / Life Cycle CelebrantTM

Meaningful Moments / 773-919-1333 
www.meaningfulmarguerite.com

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

http://www.daprileproperties.com


Wed., Feb. 5
Dealing with Dementia: a Support and 

Resource Group Chicagoland Method-
ist Senior Services is the most extensive 
senior services network on Chicago’s 
north side. For over 115 years, CMSS has 
faithfully served older adults in Chicago 
by continuing to develop new program-
ming that meets the changing needs of 
the population. CMSS’ key services include 
assisted and supportive living, dementia 
care, rehabilitation services and senior 
home care. The organization also offers 
home repair services, subsidized housing 
and outpatient wellness services to Chi-
cago area seniors. Learn more at www.
cmsschicago.org   5:00pm - 6:00pm   5520 
N. Paulina St., Chicago  http://www.cms-
schicago.org/events.aspx

Pride Films and Plays LGBT filmmakers 
discussion Pride Films and Plays invites 
Chicago LGBT filmmakers for an informal 
gathering and discussion. RSVP online  
7:00pm   Location, 1411 W. Wilson Ave., 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/265874480231175/

Bisexual Queer alliance Chicago meeting 
and elections Everyone is welcome. Make 
a difference in the local bisexual commu-
nity and around the world.  7:00pm   Cen-
ter on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Gay Liberation Network Join Chicago’s 
multi-issue direct action LGBTIQ group. 
Plan methods to bring justice to LGBTs 
through legal rights, immigration, anti-
war, and labor solidarity. Bring your ideas 
to the meeting and work with others to 
bring social change.   7:00pm - 9:00pm   
Berger Park Cultural Center  6205 N. Sheri-
dan Rd  http://www.gayliberation.net

Thursday, Feb. 6 
men’s Speed Dating Center on Halsted 

and Get On The Floor Dance Co. present 
Men’s Speed Dating. Light horderves and 
non- alcoholic beverages will be served. 
Shea Coulee will be the Drag Queen MC.  
7:00pm - 9:00pm   Center on Halsted  
3656 N Halsted  http://www.centeronhal-
sted.org

Chicago Chamber musicians’ Britten Film 
Festival Features Moonrise Kingdom Pro-
fessor Ron Falzone of Cinema Art and 
Science at Columbia College will lead a 
discussion with the audience immediate-
ly following the film showing. The most 
prominent British composer of the 20th 
century, Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) is 
widely known for his operas and orches-

tral works.   7:00pm   Film Row Cinema of 
Columbia College Chicago  1104 S Wabash 
8th Floor  http://www.chicagochamber-
music.org

 
Friday, Feb. 7

That’s So Gay! an LGBT trivia night  That’s 
So Gay! is a new game of LGBTQ discovery, 
looking at history with a twist, having fun 
in a bingo-style game, with 2,400 ques-
tions. Hosts: ‘KWizmaster’ Kirk Williamson 
and Tracy Baim. Chance to win prizes.  
7:00pm   Bountiful Eatery, 3312 N. Broad-
way, www.facebook.com/ThatsSoGayGame

violinist Gidon Kremer and chamber or-
chestra Kremerata Baltica Features a 
seldom-heard cantata by Shostakovich 
called Antiformalist Rayok, a piece com-
posed by Shostakovich in response to the 
Soviet Union’s oppressive regime of the 
20th century. Kremer is a staunch advo-
cate of human rights and an outspoken 
critic of Russia’s recently passed anti-gay 
laws.   7:30pm   The Harris Theater Mil-
lenium Park,  205 E. Randolph St., http://
www.harristheaterchicago.org

Chicago Foundation for Women LGBT Giv-
ing Council February Frolic 2014 Old-
school dance party will take you back to a 
time when doing the Bus Stop meant danc-
ing. When ‘Gingermans’, ‘Poets’, ‘Bananas’ 
and ‘Coconuts’ were places you could do a 
Spanish Hustle or the Bump. When going 
to ‘Paris’ meant catching the Red Line and 
didn’t need a plane ticket. When a ‘Brick-
house’ had nothing to do with real estate 
and everything to do with having a good 
time.   9:00pm - 2:00am   Sunset Cafe, 
5726 N. Western Ave., https://www.cfw.
org/februaryfrolic_LTBQ

69 by sketch duo Pinque Pony Sketch 
duo Pinque Pony returns with a long-lost 
comedy show from the summer of 1969, 
weaving a tapestry of twisted, winning 
Chicagoans all on the cusp of major 
transformation. Fridays through Feb. 28. 
Tickets $15 by phone.  10:00pm   Donny’s 
Skybox Theatre  1608 N Wells St 4th Flr  
312-337-3992

Saturday, Feb. 8
auto show Admire new vehicles at the Chi-

cago Auto Show, where exhibits are spec-
tacular due to the large size of McCormick 
Place convention center.  9:00am   McCor-
mick Place West Building  2301 S. Indiana 
Ave.  http://www.chicagoautoshow.com

Frontrunners/ Frontwalkers Chicago Fun 
Run/Walk A club for lesbians, gay men, 

bisexuals, transexuals and friends who 
are interested in running and walking 
together along Chicago’s great open lake-
front, meeting twice weekly, on Saturdays 
at 9am and Tuesdays at 6:30pm   9:00am   
Totem Pole in Lincoln Park  https://www.
facebook.com/groups/52950773133/

Chicago Foundation for Women young 
Women’s Giving Council Pop Up Shop 
Spice up your mid-winter wardrobe at a 
pop-up shop. All proceeds go to benefit 
organizations supported by the Chicago 
Foundation for Women. The shop features 
new and gently used tops, dresses, pants, 
coats & accessories Prices range from $2-
$20; Final prices are TBD. Donations can 
be dropped off at various locations about 
Chicago two weeks prior to event. Acces-
sibility questions to Rhiannon at rrossi@
cfw.org   12:00pm - 3:00pm   Private Resi-
dence  https://www.cfw.org/popup

Capoeira Workshop for Beginners Capoeira 
is an Afro-Brazilian martial art that incor-
porates music, self-defense, and dance. It 
involves some degree of physical prow-
ess but engages the mind as much as the 
body. Developed in Brazil by descendants 
of African slaves, capoeira emerged as a 
form of resistance to oppression. Today, 
capoeira is practiced worldwide and serves 
to empower its practitioners with tools 
applicable in every day life.   2:00pm - 
4:00pm   second floor of 2940 N Lincoln 
Ave, Chicago, IL 60657, (773) 248–1667, 
http://gatchicago.com  Tickets: https://
clients.mindbodyonline.com/ASP/home.
asp?studioid=31486

equality illinois Gala, annual Freedom 
awards Hosted by Colonel (IL) Jenni-
fer Pritzker, IL ARNG (Ret.). Transgender 
Chicago filmmaker Lana Wachowski, Sen. 
Mark Kirk and Chicago Urban League will 
be honored. The evening begins at 6pm 
with the Silent Auction Cocktail Party and 
ends at Midnight with the post-dinner 
dance.   6:00pm   Chicago Hilton and Tow-
ers  720 S Michigan Ave  Tickets: http://
www.eqil.org/Gala2/gala2.html

Congregation Or Chadash Congregational 
Dinner Havdala followed by dinner, fol-
lowed by games and entertainment with 
trivia contests, other activities. Dinner 
by the Pita Inn at a cost of $15 per per-
son.  6:30pm   Congregation Or Chadash 
at Emanuel Congregation  5959 N Sheridan 
Rd  http://www.orchadash.org 

Sunday, Feb. 9
Be my valentine Family event Lynn Sage 

Cancer Research Foundation hosts 7th 
annual event. Family brunch buffet, Val-
entine’s activities for children, a special 
concert by award-winning children’s musi-
cian Justin Roberts & the Not Ready for 
Naptime Players and many more activities. 
$100 for adults and $80 for children at the 
door.  10:00am - 1:00pm   The Ritz-Carlton 
Chicago Hotel  160 E Pearson St  312-926-
7133  Tickets: http://www.lynnsage.org

ethical humanist Society of Chicago Meet-

ing every Sunday from 10:30 to noon, 
featuring a speaker on a variety of topics-
-personal ethics, education, psychology, 
politics, philosophy, medical care, equal 
rights, the environment, etc., followed by 
a coffee hour. Free and open to the pub-
lic. Also Sunday School, weddings, service 
projects, book group, film group.  10:30am 
- 12:00pm   Ethical Humanist Society of 
Chicago  7574 N. Lincoln Ave. Skokie, Ill.,  
http://www.ethicalhuman.org

Scott Duff hosts LGBT radio talk show 
LGBT-specific talk show “Out Chicago” on 
politics, entertainment, celebrity gossip  
11:00am - 1:00pm   WCPT 820 AM

Coffee hour with Rep. Kelly Cassidy Rep-
resentative Cassidy will provide an update 
on last year’s legislative action and priori-
ties for this year. Come with questions or 
comments.  1:00pm - 2:00pm   Women & 
Children First Bookstore,  5233 N Clark St  
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Living Trust and estate Planning Presented 
by Patrick Price, Director of Development 
and Marketing, North Shore Senior Center. 
He is passionate about the importance of 
life and estate planning for LGBTQ people.  
1:30pm   Broadway United Methodist 
Church,  3338 N Broadway,  http://www.
broadwaychurchchicago.com 

Chicago Prime Timers Second Sunday of 
each month open social. Prime Timers are 
older gay or bisexual men (and younger 
men who admire mature men). Our mem-
bers are men who choose to have their 
social lives enriched by the diverse activi-
ties in which our members engage. Those 
wishing to enjoy alcoholic beverages are 
asked to bring their own bottle. Set-ups 
are $1. Social hour is followed by a din-

ner and a program at 7pm. $20 for mem-
bers or non-members. Non-members and 
guests are always most welcome.  6:00pm   
Ann Sather - Belmont  909 W Belmont Ave  
http://www.chicagoprimetimers.org 

Chicago her hRC Presents: va ~ va ~ 
vaudeville! Human Rights Campaign’s 3rd 
annual Vaudeville extravaganza with tit-
illating comedy, burlesque beauties, and 
fabulous entertainment by Chicago’s best. 
Tickets include an annual HRC member-
ship. Must be 18+ to attend, 21+ to drink. 
VIP 6 p.m. General 6:30 p.m. Performances 
7 p.m. $20. VIP $35 includes early entry, 
premium floor seating, free 50/50 raffle 
ticket.  6:00pm - 10:00pm   Mayne Stage  
1328 W Morse Ave  Tickets: http://action.
hrc.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=11
6501&autologin=true

Monday, Feb. 10
Kick-Off to Wonka Ball 2014 Celebrate the 

kick-off of this year’s Wonka Ball. Come 
join the fun with specialty cocktails, ex-
clusive access to free video games, and be 
among the first to find out what this year’s 
Wonka theme will be. Cash bar. RSVP: Biz 
Wells at biz@aboutfacetheatre.com or by 
phone  6:00pm - 8:00pm   Replay Beer 
& Bourbon  3439 N Halsted St  773-784-
8565  http://www.aboutfacetheatre.com

Tuesday, Feb. 11
Chicago Theatre Week Celebration of Chi-

cago’s world-class theatre scene with 
more than 75 productions sampling range 
of theatrical offerings in Chicago. Through 
Feb. 16. $15 and $30 tickets (or less!)   
7:00pm   Various theaters  http://www.
chicagotheatreweek.com

Frontrunners/ Frontwalkers Chicago A 
club for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, 
transexuals and friends who are interested 
in running and walking together along 
Chicago’s great open lakefront, meeting 
twice weekly, on Saturdays at 9am and 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm   6:30pm   Totem Pole 
in Lincoln Park  https://www.facebook.
com/groups/52950773133/

Wed., Feb. 12
“Lipstick and Dynamite, Piss and vinegar: 

The First Ladies of Wrestling” Screening 
11th Annual Dyke Delicious presents Lip-
stick and Dynamite profiles the amazing 
and often excruciating history of female 
wrestling from its origins as a circus side-
show in the 1930s (banned in many states 
due to indecency), to its “hey-day” in the 
1950s and 60s, when it soared in popu-
larity. Director Ruth Leitman will be in 
attendance to host a post-screening Q&A 
with the audience. 6:30pm screening time 
// $10 admission & FREE for CCC students, 
faculty & staff  6:30pm - 8:30pm   Co-
lumbia College Chicago, Hokin Hall, 623 
S. Wabash, Chicago, IL, (773) 293-1447, 
http://events.colum.edu  

FREEDOM NOW

The equality illinois 
gala and annual 
Freedom awards will 
take place at the 
hilton Chicago, 720 S. 
michigan ave.
Photo from 2012 by Steve Starr

Saturday, Feb. 8

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of
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Leslie and LY’s at
Empty Bottle Feb. 7
 Satirical pop/hip-hop act Leslie and the LY’s 
will appear at The Empty Bottle, 1035 N. West-
ern Ave., on Friday, Feb. 7, at 9:30 p.m.
 The band will be touring nationally through-
out February and March in support of Leslie 
Hall’s new album, Songs in the Key of Gold. 
This album is Leslie’s sixth self-released album 
and the first release on the band’s own label, 
Yarn House Records.
 Other acts on the bill include Dean and the 
Delilahs and Boone County Comedy Troupe. See 
www.leslieandthelys.com.

Orchestra, pro-gay 
violinist at Harris 
Theater Feb. 7

The Grammy-winning chamber orchestra Kre-
merata Baltica—led by violinist and Artistic 
Director Gidon Kremer—returns to the Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph 
St., on Friday, Feb. 7, at 7:30 p.m.

The orchestra will perform works by Benja-
min Britten, Mieczyslaw Weinberg, and Dmitri 

Shostakovich, including Shostakovich’s pro-
vocative and seldom-heard comic opera Anti-
formalist Rayok.

Kremer’s advocacy for human rights and so-
cial justice has been well-documented in re-
cent months, including speaking out against 
Russia’s anti-gay law.

Tickets for the performance are $15-$30; 
visit www.HarrisTheaterChicago.org or call 
312-334-7777.

Chicago House 
unveiling ‘The Tease’

Chicago House will unveil “The Tease”—a 
combination of “burlesque, cirque and Vegas,” 
a press release touted—on Saturday, March 1, 
at Moonlight Studios, 1446 W. Kinzie St., at 
7:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

The event fills a hole created when HIV/AIDS 
agency Test Positive Aware Network decided 
not to hold its “Chicago Takes Off” event this 
year.

Creators Keith Elliott and Todd Kiech (Dance 
For Life; Chicago Takes Off) are planning a 
night of aerial acts, striptease and more. Side-
track is sponsoring an open bar.

Seating ranges from standing room only 
($65) to club seating ($100) to front-row VIP 
($300). Visit www.chicagohouse.org or call 
773-248-5200 ext. 304.

Lakeside Pride 
releasing recording 
of equality show
 Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles announced 
its first digital album release, Stand Up! A 
Musical Celebration of Equality, featuring the 
Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band with conduc-
tors Kyle Rhoades and Jason Duran.
 This special commemorative download was 
recorded live during a one-night-only concert 
Nov. 9, 2013, in the auditorium of Nettelhorst 
School in Lakeview following the news that Il-
linois would become the 15th state to grant 
same-sex couples the freedom to marry.
 See www.Lakeside Pride.org.

Gidon Kremer. Photo by michael Benabib



 “Who sits down at the table but Glenn [Close] 
right next to me. Oh, fuck....Then all of a sud-
den she hugs me. She says, ‘You know what this 
is for.’ I say, ‘I do.’ She says, ‘I had nothing to 
do with it.’ And, poof, it’s gone. Get rid of that 
crap. It’s over.”—Patti LuPone tells author Ed-
die Shapiro about her encounter with Glenn 
Close after the 2011 Kennedy Center Honors. 
Close was letting LuPone know that she didn’t 
personally have anything to do with replacing 
her in Sunset Boulevard on Broadway. She may 
not have called, but Glenn went one better—
she reached out and touched ... in person.
 One of the advantages of convalescing in 
Boston is the close proximity to New York. So 
last week I spent a whirlwind 48 hours in the 
Big Apple with my bon ami, attorney to the 
stars Mark Sendroff. Our first stop was The Trib-
ute Artist, the new play by Charles Busch at 
Primary Stages. Normally, one wouldn’t review 
a show still in previews, but I’ve never been 
one to stand on ceremony. Any time one gets 

the chance to see the Divine Busch working 
alongside his muse Julie Halston is a reason to 
celebrate.
 This new play is about a female impersonator 
(aka a “tribute artist”) who takes on the per-
sona of a recently departed wealthy woman in 
order to remain in her sumptuous brownstone. 
It’s chock full of laughs, zany situations and 
touching twists (including a transgender teen, 
played to perfection by Keira Keeley). While 
the entire cast could not be bettered, I must 
give special kudos to the incandescent Cynthia 
Harris—known throughout my childhood as 
“Mrs. B” from Bradlees Department Store, and 
more recently as Paul Reiser’s mother on Mad 
About You. Harris not only gets to spar with 
Halston but also virtually mirrors Busch’s man-
nerisms and voice. What’s not to love? Throw in 
one of the most gorgeous sets to ever grace an 
off-Broadway show, and you have a hit. Catch 
it if you’re in New York—it closes March 16.
 By the way, after the show we were joined 
by Tony Sheldon (who was so heartbreakingly 
touching in Priscilla, Queen of the Desert) and 
the ageless Sondra Lee (you know, she really 
has slept with everybody). Photos of our visit 
can be found on BillyMasters.com.
 Later that night, it was off to Broadway 
Bares’ “Winter Burlesque” at XL Nightclub. For 
the past 24 years, Broadway Bares has raised 
money for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. 
This event kicked off their fundraising season 
and they launched it with aplomb. Led by the 
multitalented Christopher Sieber (dancing and 
singing despite a nasty cold), the evening 
raised more than $30,000. I am guessing that 
at least $5K was found in the various crevices 
of the lovely Patrick Boyd, who proves that real 
beauty is ageless.
 The main purpose of my jaunt was to cele-

brate the release of a new book on Broadway. 
Nothing Like a Dame: Conversations with the 
Great Women of Musical Theatre has been a la-
bor of love for author and pal Eddie Shapiro (he 
also runs GayDaysAnaheim.com). Of course, 
the fact that he got to spend years chatting 
with these 20 legendary leading ladies was no 
hardship. His passion for Broadway is readily 
apparent in this deliciously detailed, dishy, di-
va-licious discourse. The soiree also served as 
a fundraiser for Broadway Cares/Equity Fights 
AIDS, and was attended by several of the stars. 
Laura Benanti, Judy Kaye, Karen Ziemba, Debra 
Monk, and Lillias White were on hand to cel-
ebrate, autograph, and chat with the revelers. 
 I had invited a handful of special friends to 
the fete. It was great to spend time with Hunt-
er Ryan Herdlicka (from A Little Night Music). 
And when I saw the first line of a text message 
a half-hour into the party from John Wesley 
Shipp (Safe Sex, Dancing at Lughnasa), I was 
sure he was canceling ...a gain. So imagine 
my shock when I heard him call my name from 
across the room five minutes later! I wasn’t the 
only one glad to see “The Flash”—Norm Lew-
is welcomed JWS back to NYC and urged him 
to return to Broadway tout suite! From your 
lips....
 Meanwhile on the Left Coast, Gloria Gaynor 
caused quite a kerfuffle at the tres gay night-
club, The Abbey. Apparently, the singer was 
booked to perform at the venue last Thursday, 
and made an odd request. She asked that there 
be no shirtless men in her immediate vicinity. 
In fact, if she saw so much as a fleeting nipple, 
she was out the door. For a club known for its 
gorgeous go-go boys, this could prove to be 
problematic. When asked if this was homopho-
bia rearing its ugly head, her management re-
iterated the no-nudity clause. Apparently, the 
singer (who hasn’t had a hit this century) is 
allegedly “protecting her image.” In fact, her 
management claims that shirtless men and pro-
vocatively dressed women are denied photo-
ops with Gaynor. I mean, come on. Her name 
says it all.
 This week’s “Ask Billy” question comes from 
Gary in Vancouver: “Have you watched Baby 
Daddy? The two brothers are mega-hot. The lead 
guy was just naked. And last week, Matt Dallas 
was on ... shirtless!”
 The ABC Family show Baby Daddy has land-
ed in this column before when we ran some 
sexy stills of the aforementioned baby daddy, 
Jean Luc Bilodeau, and his onscreen brother, 
Derek Theler (who is almost ridiculously hot). 
Throw in the occasional guest star Matt Dallas 
and you have a hot boy-a-palooza! Of course, 
even without them, the show is worth watch-
ing for the outrageous Melissa Peterman, who 
should team with Jennifer Coolidge and Jeni-
fer Lewis to teach a class on how to steal a 
scene without saying a word. In the third-
season premiere, Jean Luc was indeed naked. 
And he made sure he looked good by going on 
a strict diet and amping up his workouts for 
three weeks: “I binged on everything at craft 
service as soon as I was finished shooting, so 
I probably gained all the weight I lost right 
back.” Of course, he was even more naked in 
“Piranha 3DD”—where a piranha attached it-
self to his penis. How on Earth did we miss 
that? All those pics and clips will turn up on 
BillyMasters.com—uncut!
 When we’re turning to ABC Family for hot 
men, it’s time to end yet another column. We 
ran a bit long, so let me just remind you to 
check out www.BillyMasters.com—the site 
that never worries about size. And have I men-
tioned that someone’s birthday is coming up 
in a matter of days? Shop early, shop often, or 
simply drop a note to Billy@BillyMasters.com 
and I promise to get back to you before Glo-
ria Gaynor sings “I Will Survive” at Broadway 
Bares! Until next time, remember, one man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Patti LuPone (above) revealed what 
happened when she met Glenn Close a few 
years ago. Photo by Brigitte LaCombe

Dan Savage’s 
porn fest in 
Chicago Feb. 15

Gay activist Dan Savage—known as the 
writer of internationally syndicated relation-
ship/sex advice column Savage Love and as 
the co-creator of the It Gets Better Project—
is taking the HUMP! Festival (which features 
amateur porn) on the road.

The festival started in 2005; this year, the 
18 shorts consist of Savage’s personal favor-
ites, mixed with some of the most popular 
audience picks from throughout the years.

The HUMP! Tour begins Saturday, Feb. 15, 
in Chicago at the Music Box Theater with 
Savage hosting. For an overview of each 
film and the full list of tour dates, check out 
www.humptour.com.

Bowie tribute to 
benefit Crib

Stardust The David Bowie Tribute Band will 
perform Friday, Feb. 14, at 8 p.m. at the Un-
derground Lounge, 954 W. Newport Ave.

Now in its 16th year of production, Star-
dust features vocalist, Lair Scott, as Ziggy 
2000 and includes Tooth_Eye, Alex James 
and Ross Markers. Appearing along with 
Stardust will be Queer Fest America comix 
Darren Marshall and Kate Cullen as well as 
Matt Duhaime from the band Moxie Motive, 
Psycho Sister, Spizzarri, Tutu and the Pirates 
and a solo performance by Tooth_Eye.

Queer Fest America is sponsoring the 
21-and-over event. The cover charge is $5; 
proceeds will benefit The Crib, a homeless 
youth shelter.

Orchid show 
in Glencoe
Feb. 15-March 16

The Orchid Show will take place at the Chi-
cago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook Rd., 
Glencoe, from Saturday, Feb. 15, through 
Sunday, March 16.

Among other things, there will be classes, 
hula dances (Feb. 15-16), a weekend market-
place and a rare-book exhibition.

See www.ChicagoBotanic.org.

James Franco at 
NU School of 
Law Feb. 19

The Poetry Foundation and the Chicago 
Humanities Festival will present “James 
Franco and Frank Bidart: Off the Shelf” at 
Thorne Auditorium, Northwestern University 
School of Law, 375 E. Chicago Ave., on Wed., 
Feb. 19, at 8 p.m.

Poetry Foundation president Robert Polito 
will moderate a discussion on film and po-
etry with Bidart and Franco. The program will 
focus on Franco’s short film Herbert White, 
which is based on Bidart’s poem of the same 
title.

Tickets are $10–$15; visit www.chica-
gohumanities.org or call 312-494-9509. 
See www.poetryfoundation.org/programs/
event/3087.
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BOOK REVIEW

In the Frightened 
Heart of Me: 
Tennessee 
Williams’s Last Year
by Tony Narducci
$21.95; iUniverse, Inc.; 
302 pages
By meLiSSa WaSSeRmaN
 
“Would you like a kind stranger to help?”

The year that defined Tony Narducci’s life 
started with words he borrowed from his lit-
erary hero’s work when he spotted Tennessee 
Williams stumbling on the stairs at a nightclub 
in Key West, Fla. in February 1982 and offered 
him an arm. 

Narducci’s memoir, titled In the Frightened 
Heart of Me: Tennessee Williams’s Last Year, 
narrates the significant and complex friend-
ship he and Williams had until the playwright’s 
untimely death a year after they met. It is a 
story with what seems to have lasting impacts 
for the author according to what the author 
writes. 

At 14, Narducci fell in love with Williams’ 
poetry; 20 years later the famous 71-year-old 
poet fell in love with him. Narducci was drawn 
in as the playwright’s confidant providing him 
with platonic friendship and assistance through 
his declining health, while Williams constantly 
craved companionship and love, often address-
ing the author endearingly as “baby.” 

The famous playwright came to relish the 
young man’s company so much so that he pro-
posed Narducci be his live-in companion and 
accompany him abroad. However, Narducci 
faced the ongoing pressure of wanting to fol-
low his own artistic aspirations as opposed to 
feeding off Williams’ celebrity and accomplish-
ments and completely devoting his life to him. 

“Like Blanche in ‘Streetcar,’ he was wrapping 
us in illusion,” Narducci writes in relation to 
his and Williams’ differing expectations. 

Together, the two men viewed Williams’ last 
plays together, allowing Narducci to witness 
his dramatic reactions and hear his strong 
opinions on the various actors portraying roles 
he created. Off the stage and throughout the 
book, Narducci insightfully recognizes fictional 
characters that come to existence through Wil-
liams’ emotions and actions. Play references 
are scattered throughout the novel. 

Other adventures include travel-
ing together in Florida, Boston, New 
York and Narducci’s hometown of 
Chicago; attending events such as 
an honorary doctorate degree cer-
emony at Harvard University; and 
being at a performance Williams and 
Vanessa Redgrave staged in Boston 
during which Williams read an essay, 
garbling his words due to his loose 
denture bridge. Their outings also 
included wining and dining with 
others including Narducci’s friends. 

Narducci’s debut book is based off 
his journal from that particular time 
in his life with the title taken from 
the last scene of Williams’ “The Night 
of the Iguana.” He provides readers 
with detail of his own perceptions 
surrounding the time period.

The heart becomes even more 
frightened when Narducci writes 
about gay life that year in which 
little was known about the AIDS 
epidemic and unprotected sex was 
rampant, resulting in numerous 
deaths among his close friends.

The authenticity of the memoir 
is furthered with reproduced letters 
Williams sent Narducci as they cor-
responded when apart. The author 
illustrates Williams’ unfiltered quali-
ties including needy, demanding, 

dedicated to writing, tearful over his fear of 
dying alone and loveless, gracious, flirtatious 
and lustful. 

Toward the book’s end, the tension is rather 
high as Williams’ and Narducci’s relationship 
dwindles and he eventually passes. Narducci 
further experiences fear of relationships and 
losing friends to AIDS. Written with great detail 
and raw emotions on close friendships, readers 
will get a more colorful image of the literary 
icon beyond the plays, poetry and press.
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CGMC concerts 
Feb. 25, March 8 
 Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus (CGMC) will 
present its second winter cabaret show, 
“Let’s Do It!” Feb. 25 at the Laugh Fac-
tory, 3175 N. Broadway, and March 8 at 
Mayslake Peabody Estate, 1717 W. 31st St., 
Oak Brook.
 Song selections include the show’s title 
“Let’s Do It,” “Meadowlark,” “Can You Feel 
the Love Tonight” and many other classic 
standards from songbooks of these prolific 
artists.
 Tickets are sale for $35 for general ad-
mission and $55 for VIP seating, both with 
a two-drink minimum. For tickets and more 
information, visit cgmc.org.

‘Tennessee 
Williams’
running through 
March 2 
  The Hypocrites is running The Tennessee 
Williams Project through Sunday, March 2, 
at Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division St.
 The event is a night of three one-
act plays, directed and devised by Matt 
Hawkins, winner of the Jeff Award for Best 
Director and Musical for The Hypocrites’ 
2010 production of Cabaret.
 Ticket prices are $28 and can be pur-
chased by visiting the-hypocrites.com or 
by calling 773-525-5991.

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Matrimonial and Family Law Attorneys

bergerschatz.com

Marriage is a legal contract.
Getting the best legal

advice is essential. 

That’s where we come in.

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Divorce/Wills/Trusts  • Real Estate Closings

• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning
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CONNE IONSX MAKE IT yOuR BuSINESSCONNE IONSX MAKE IT yOuR BuSINESS

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Serving the LGBT community with a 
FreSh reaL eSTaTe PerSPecTive 

“There are many things that 
distinguish me from other 
brokers—most importantly my 
energy, my responsiveness 
and my knowledge.”

Member of Illinois and National 
Association of Realtors & Illinois LGBT 
Network with expert knowledge of 
Chicago and the Chicagoland area 

Olin Eargle, ABR, CNE, SFR
Realtor® / Broker Associate
@properties 
c: 312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
773-467-5339 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             
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“42nd Street Soars
…Pure Escapist 
 Entertainment”
Highly Recommended 

 – HEDY WEISS / CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

“An evening you  
 will not forget!”

 
– ALAN BRESLOFF / AROUND TOWN CHICAGO

“Heart-pounding, 
entertaining and 

energetic stage 
spectacular…”

– PHIL POTEMPA / NORTHWEST INDIANA TIMES

“A big, bold and
 brassy musical”
Highly Recommended 

  – TOM WILLIAMS / CHICAGO CRITIC

“Wonderful show  
to  introduce  

youngsters to the 
joys of Broadway”
 – TOM WILLIAMS / CHICAGO CRITIC

DON’T MISS IT! THRU FEB 9  
TICKETS 630.896.6666 or PARAMOUNTAURORA.COM

http://www.paramountaurora.com
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Feb 11-16, 2014

ChicagoTheatreWeek.com
$15 AND $30 TICKETS TO 100 PRODUCTIONS

ON SALE NOW – LIMITED AVAILABILITY
GET YOUR THEATRE WEEK TICKETS TODAY

AND SEE SOMETHING NEW THIS FEBRUARY!

#ChicagoTheatreWeek

SHARE YOUR PLANS AND EXPERIENCES
ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER:

http://www.chicagotheatreweek.com


Wedding GuideGay and Lesbian

Your guide 

to LGBTQ 

supportive 

businesses and 

services.

Celebrate 

marriage 

equality in 

Illinois!

Let us help you 

plan your Big 

Day.

ILLINOIS,
it’s time to celebrate!

TO DOWNLOAD THIS HANDY WEDDING GUIDE FROM OUR WEBSITE:

www.windycitymediagroup.com
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313 West Grand Ave. • Bensenville, IL 60101

630-860-0400 

w w w.larryroeschv w.com
Open 24-Hours A Day 7 Days A Week At...

Se Habla Español

*All offers plus tax, title, lic & doc fee to qualified buyers. Example: For 0% APR, monthly payment for every $1,000 you finance for 60 mos is $116.67. APR offered to highly qualified customers on approved credit by 
Volkswagen credit. No down payment required with approved credit. ^$2,349 due at signing. $0 security deposit required. Plus tax, title, lic & $161.39 doc fee to qualified buyers through VW Credit. Excludes TDI
models. Lessee responsible for excessive wear, tear, and mileage. 0% APR for 60 mos=$16.67 per $1000 financed. Not all customers will qualify for lowest rate. See dealer for details. Expires 2/28/2014.

APR Financing 
for 60 Months on 
select new 2013 
Volkswagen Models*

From Our Family To Yours For 4 Generations
QUALIT Y 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES 

 2006 MERCEDES-BENZ 
CLK-CLASS 3.5L

Stk #13D4454A 

$10,739
2010 VOLKSWAGEN 

GOLF
Certified, Stk #13D4573 

$13,497
 2010 VOLKSWAGEN 

CC SPORT
Certified, Stk #13D4562 

$17,759
2012 FORD  
ESCAPE XLT
Stk #13D4588 

$16,570
2011 FORD  
EDGE SEL

Stk #13D4583 

$20,577

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
GOLF

Certified, Stk #13D4541 

$14,792

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
JETTA SE 

Stk #13C4515 

$17,998

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
CC SPORT

Certified, Stk #V14139A 

$19,434
2012 GMC 

TERRAIN SLT
Stk #13D4576 

$24,100

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
EOS KOMFORT

Certified, Stk #13D4575 

$26,911

 2006 FORD  
FREESTYLE SE
Stk #13D4569A 

$5,000

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
JETTA S

Certified, Stk #13D4568 

$15,678

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
PASSAT SE W/ SNRF
Certified, Stk #13D4538 

$15,434

West Chicago

Wheaton

Downers 
Grove

Oak Park

Naperville

29453

Schaumburg

88

355
294

290

94

90

55

North Ave.

Dundee Rd.

Larry Roesch
VOLKSWAGEN

83

Buffalo Grove

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Chicago
Min.

Min.

VALUES!

2002 VOLKSWA-
GEN BEETLE SPORT

Stk #13N4571 

$4,400

2010 CADILLAC SRX 
PERFORMANCE COLLECTION

Stk #13D4559A 

$22,964

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
TIGUAN SE

Certified, Stk #13D4544 

$20,988

We’re just fifteen minutes from Naperville,  
Chicago, West Chicago or Oak Park.

We’re just fifteen minutes from Downers Grove, Wheaton  
or Schaumburg.... and before you buy, give us a try!

 
$3500 to 

$5800
in Cash Savings

on 2013s

PLUS0%

“Beetle Blowout”
Get Your “LOVE BUG” Today!

You’re a lot closer to getting a  GREAT  
deal on a Volkswagen than you think!

2014 
Beetle 2.5L  Lease for

$199 
per month for 36 months^

 2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
BEETLE COUPE 2.5L
Certified, Stk #13D4529

$16,741

 2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
JETTA SE

Certified, Stk #13C4516 

$16,990
2012 NISSAN MU-

RANO S
Stk #13D4577 

$19,487

LARRY
ROESCH

PLUS
Many More 

To Choose From

http://www.larryroeschvw.com
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