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DJ talks LGBTs,
house music

By Gretchen Blickensderfer

On Jan. 30, the walls of the Chicago History Museum 
(CHM) will reverberate as it becomes “The House that 
Chicago Built.” The event marks the eleventh season 
of the museum’s “Out at CHM” series of programs ad-
dressing LGBT issues. It features legendary DJ Alan 
King, who will not only discuss the continuing evolu-
tion of house music, but will present a live set. 
 King was one of the earliest members of The Chosen 
Few, a group at the epicenter of the genre that was 
born in the gay clubs of Chicago in the early ‘80s but 
has since defined dance music worldwide. King’s own 
influence in house music has been described as “ma-
jor” by his peers and producers. He is also an accom-

plished lawyer, aspiring writer and friend to President 
Obama. 
 King took a few moments to talk to the WCT about 
his two extraordinary careers and the future, not only 
of house music but LGBT rights.
 Windy city times: What made you want to appear 
at Out at chM? 
 Alan King: I was really excited to hear that an in-
fluential, mainstream entity like the Chicago History 
Museum was willing to put some attention and re-
sources into looking at house music history. It says a 
lot about how influential and important this genre of 
music has become the world over, and it only makes 
sense to recognize it here in Chicago. I’m not one who 
says Chicago is solely responsible for house music, but 

no other city in the world has put its stamp on it like 
Chicago. I was honored to be asked to participate.
 Wct: you started as a dJ at your eighth-grade 
graduation party? 
 AK: Well, I really just wanted to have a party and I 
didn’t know any DJs at this point, so I said I better 
put the records on myself. At the time I wasn’t “mix-
ing” by any means, but I immediately fell in love with 
being able to move people and get reactions from the 
songs I was selecting for them to dance to.  
 Wct: What were the early days like as a part of 
chosen few?  
 AK: Probably the Chosen Few’s biggest contribution 
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Bundle up this winter with a hot slate of shows including (left to right) 
Our country’s Good from shattered Globe theatre (photo by Michael 
Brosilow), Porchlight theatre’s production of Ain’t Misbehavin’ (photo 
by Brandon dahlquist), and the children’s hour from Pride films and 
Play (photo by david Zak).
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KNUCKLING UNDER
Frankie Knuckles’ birthday bash took 
place Jan. 19—but the guest of honor 
was nowhere to be seen.
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ThEATER hEATS Up 

By Gretchen Blickensderfer

On Jan. 30, the walls of the Chicago History Museum 

(CHM) will reverberate as it becomes “The House that 

Chicago Built.” The event marks the eleventh season 

of the museum’s “Out at CHM” series of programs ad-

dressing LGBT issues. It features legendary DJ Alan 

King, who will not only discuss the continuing evolu-

tion of house music, but will present a live set. 

 King was one of the earliest members of The Chosen 

Few, a group at the epicenter of the genre that was 

born in the gay clubs of Chicago in the early ‘80s but 

has since defined dance music worldwide. King’s own 

influence in house music has been described as “ma-

jor” by his peers and producers. He is also an accom-

plished lawyer, aspiring writer and friend to President 

Obama. 

 King took a few moments to talk to the WCT about 

his two extraordinary careers and the future, not only 

of house music but LGBT rights.

 Windy city times: What made you want to appear 

at Out at chM? 

 Alan King: I was really excite
d to hear that an in-

fluential, mainstream entity like the Chicago History 

Museum was willing to put some attention and re-

sources into looking at house music history. It says a 

lot about how influential and important this genre of 

music has become the world over, and it only makes 

sense to recognize it here in Chicago. I’m not one who 

says Chicago is solely responsible for house music, but 

no other city in the world has put its stamp on it like 

Chicago. I was honored to be asked to participate.

 Wct: you started as a dJ at your eighth-grade 

graduation party? 

 AK: Well, I really just wanted to have a party and I 

didn’t know any DJs at this point, so I said I better 

put the records on myself. At the time I wasn’t “mix-

ing” by any means, but I immediately fell in love with 

being able to move people and get reactions from the 

songs I was selecting for them to dance to.  

 Wct: What were the early days like as a part of 

chosen few?  

 AK: Probably the Chosen Few’s biggest contribution 
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Bundle up this winter with a hot slate of shows including (left to right) 

Our country’s Good from shattered Globe theatre (photo by Michael 

Brosilow), Porchlight theatre’s production of Ain’t Misbehavin’ (photo 

by Brandon dahlquist), and the children’s hour from Pride films and 

Play (photo by david Zak).
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By lisA keen
keen neWs serVice

Russia President Vladimir Putin poured fuel on 
the anti-gay controversy Jan. 17, saying gays 
visiting Russia for the Olympics can feel at 
ease as long as they “leave children in peace, 
please.” 
 The remark, and its underlying insinuation 
that gay people harm children, was not includ-
ed in Putin’s published remarks on his official 
website but was reported by media attending 
his speech to the volunteers in Sochi for the 
Olympic Games. 
 Just one day before and one day after those 
remarks, Putin promised there would be no dis-
crimination against athletes or visitors.
 “The Games will be held in complete com-
pliance with the Olympic Charter, without any 
discrimination on the basis of any character-
istic,” said Putin in an address welcoming for-
eign ambassadors to Moscow Jan. 16.
 And in a group interview with reporters, Pu-
tin assured ABC news anchor George Stepha-
nopoulos “none of our guests will have any 
problems,” and reminded him about Olympic 
protests in 1968 by black Americans.
 The latter comment came in response to 
Stephanopoulos pressing Putin on how he 
would respond “if gay or lesbian athletes en-
gage in some sort of protest, wear a rainbow 
pin or some other kind of protest, will they 
be free from prosecution under the propaganda 
laws?”
 According to ABC’s transcript of the inter-
view, Putin said, “Acts of protest and acts of 
propaganda are somewhat different things.”
 “So if they wear a rainbow pin or kiss their 
partner…” asked Stephanopoulos.
 “They are close, but if we were to look at 
them from the legal perspective,” said Putin, 
“then protesting a law does not amount to pro-
paganda of homosexuality or sexual abuse of 
children. That’s one. Two is that I’d like to ask 
our colleagues, my colleagues and friends that, 
as they try to criticize us they would do well 
to set their own house in order first. I did say, 
after all, and this is public knowledge that in 
some of the states in the U.S. homosexuality 
remains a crime.”
 Stephanopoulos corrected him, noting that 
the Supreme Court struck down “those laws.”
 But Putin replied that the United States was 
not “in a position to criticize us” given that 
“there are a lot of folks in the U.S. who share 
the view that the legislation in their state or in 
their nation is appropriate, well-grounded and 
is in sync with the sentiment of the vast major-
ity of the population.”
 “This needs to be discussed together at some, 
some more acceptable forum. Shared approach-
es need to be devised. We hear you,” said Pu-
tin. “My response to you is none of our guests 
will have any problems. We remember certain 
dark-skinned citizens of the U.S., during Olym-
pics, major international competitions, protest 
against segregation. I saw it with my own eyes 
on TV screens. Well, this is a practice that 
people use to make a statement about their 
rights.”
 Putin said he had no reaction to President 
Obama’s including three openly gay members 
in the U.S. delegation to the Sochi Games’ 
opening and closing ceremonies. 
 He also downplayed any worry last week 
about reports that 30 percent of tickets are 
still unsold to the Games, just three weeks out 

from the Feb. 7 opening ceremony. The Russian 
channel R-Sport, a division of Russia’s lead-
ing news agency, reported Friday that Putin he 
would fill the empty seats with volunteers, if 
necessary. 
 At the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, 
only three percent of tickets went unsold by 
the end of the Games, according to the Vancou-
ver Olympic Committee’s Marketing Report. 
 In addition to the prominent controversy 
around Russia’s new laws hostile to LGBT peo-
ple, Russia has been hit with three terrorist at-
tacks in the past month and new threats this 
week. The website of a Chechen group posted 
a videotaped threat against the Games on Sun-
day, promising “revenge” for “all the Muslim 
blood that is shed every day around the world, 
be it in Afghanistan, Somalia, Syria, all around 
the world.”
 ©2014 keen news service. All rights re-
served.

putin pours fuel 
on the controversy

russia President Vladimir Putin.

obama names 
Black lesbian 
to federal
judgeship

President Obama has named a Black les-
bian from Illinois to serve on the federal 
court, according to The Washington Blade.

Obama nominated Staci Michelle Yandle 
for a seat on the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Illinois on Jan. 16 
as part of a group of four nominees. U.S. 
Sen. Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) recommended 
Yandle, who will need confirmation from 
the U.S. Senate before she’s seated on the 
bench.

According to her firm’s website, Yandle 
opened her own firm in 2007 (after two 
decades of practice) “to concentrate on 
representing victims of medical mal-
practice, nursing home abuse, defective 
products, and civil rights violations.” She 
practices in throughout southern Illinois 
and the metropolitan St. Louis area. Her 
firm is in O’Fallon, Ill.

By chuck cOlBert

A statewide anti-gay organization is on yet 
another tear in the culture war, this time 
striking out in South Bend, Ind.
 Writing on behalf of the Illinois Family 
Institute (IFI), Laura Higgins, the organi-
zation’s cultural analyst, penned an open 
letter dated Jan. 13 to University of Notre 
Dame President The Rev. John I. Jenkins, 
CSC, chastising the university for official 
recognition of an LGBT student organiza-
tion.
 Expressing “disappointment,” Higgins crit-
icized the student group, which she says is 
for “those who affirm homosexual acts and 
acts related to gender confusion as norma-
tive and morally defensible.”
 She continues “Would Notre Dame recog-
nize other ‘student organizations’ initiated 
by those who affirm other sin predisposi-
tions,” such as “polyamory, consensual adult 
incest, or the ‘sexual orientation,’ recently 
designated ‘minor-attracted persons?’”
 In Higgins view, what’s at stake is the 
“temporal and eternal harm—intellec-
tual, emotional, physical, and/or spiritual 
harm—to ‘LGBT’-identifying students and 
the larger Notre Dame community.”
 A university spokesperson, assistant vice 
president Dennis Brown, declined to com-
ment, saying, “As a general rule, we don’t 
comment on the opinions of people or orga-
nizations that disagree or agree with univer-
sity decisions.”
 But a former leader of the university’s gay 
alumni group, Gay and Lesbian Alumni of 
Notre Dame/St. Mary’s College (GALA—ND/
SMC), quipped in a Facebook posting, “I 
don’t actually recall us putting ‘affirming sin 
predisposition’ on the GALA agenda, wrote 
Notre Dame alumnus (1986) Thomas O’Brien 
of Pasadena, California. “At least it wasn’t in 
the minutes,” he added.
 Jack Bergen, of Walpole, Mass., another 
alumnus (1977) and current GALA-ND/SMC 
vice chair of programs, had this to say: 
“Father Jenkins and the university’s admin-
istration came to the decision in support 
of its LGBT students after much study and 
thought.”
 “Careful consideration,” Bergen contin-
ued, resulted in recognition as a measure 
of “support and compassion” and in order to 
achieve “the goal of inclusion and respect 
for all.”
 “How dare a so-called family values or-
ganization criticize Notre Dame for caring 
enough about these students to offer the 
same support that all other students re-
ceive,” he explained.
 Bergen recently celebrated his same-sex 
marriage, which the Notre Dame Magazine, 
in an apparent reversal of policy (http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/More-
LGBT-related-fallout-at-Notre-Dame/37535.
html) acknowledged in the publication’s 
Class Notes section (Winter 2013-2014).
 It was an all-in-the-family, modern-family 
wedding as the magazine noted:
 “Jack Bergen announced his marriage to 
David Fontaine, his partner of 19 years; his 
daughter, Kerri Bergen Byrne ’07, walked 
him down the aisle, and Kerri’s wife, Rachel 
Byrne ’06, ’08, officiated at the ceremony.”
 Sister Jeannine Gramick of Mount Rainier, 
Md., a co-founder of New Ways Ministry, of-
fered a pastoral perspective.
 “Laurie Higgins’ letter expressed the kind 
of thinking I encountered among Catholics 

in the 1970s,” said Gramick in email corre-
spondence. “It is unfortunate that such an-
tediluvian notions about homosexuality still 
exist. For example, she speaks of ‘the very 
foundations of the created order.’ I believe 
that most Catholics, including Church lead-
ers, would say that virtues like love, respect, 
compassion, and care are foundational to 
the created order, not ‘sexuality and gender,’ 
as she alleges.
 “Higgins insists on a ‘Catholic doctrine’ 
that is a rigid, biologically-based approach 
to homosexuality. This is an example of 
what Pope Francis meant when he said, ‘The 
Church’s pastoral ministry cannot be ob-
sessed with the transmission of a disjointed 
multitude of doctrines.’ The Church’s pasto-
ral outreach to LGBT students on a college 
campus needs to be based on the students’ 
reality.
 “As a Notre Dame graduate (1969), I can 
attest that the life of the university com-
munity is enhanced when there are student 
organizations that meet student needs and 
provide a place where students can feel ac-
cepted and valued. In this age when most 
Catholic college and universities provide 
support for their LGBT students, it’s about 
time that Notre Dame does the same.”
 And yet, one IFI board member stands by 
Higgins. Over the telephone, Notre Dame 
alumnus James Finnegan (1956) of Bar-
rington, Ill., said of her, “She is saying what 
she believes,” adding, “I don’t find anything 
wrong with what she said.”
 During the state’s same-sex marriage 
battle, Finnegan termed marriage equality 
“blasphemy.”
 “Notre Dame should not endorse the [gay] 
lifestyle,” he said.
 copyright. chuck colbert. All rights re-
served.

IfI blasts Notre Dame
for recognizing
LGBT student group
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By lisA keen
keen neWs serVice
 
In yet another stunning victory for marriage 
equality, a federal judge in Oklahoma ruled 
Jan. 14 that the state’s ban on same-sex cou-
ples obtaining marriage licenses is unconsti-
tutional.
 “Equal protection is at the very heart of our 
legal system and central to our consent to be 
governed. It is not a scarce commodity to be 
meted out begrudgingly or in short portions,” 
wrote U.S. District Court Judge Terence Kern, 
a Clinton appointee. “Therefore, the majority 
view in Oklahoma must give way to individual 
constitutional rights.”
 Kern ruled Oklahoma’s ban on same-sex mar-
riage violated both the equal protection and 
due process rights guaranteed by the U.S. Con-
stitution and he added that it is “insulting to 
same-sex couples, who are human beings ca-
pable of forming loving, committed, enduring 
relationships.”
 “This is a tremendous day for loving and com-
mitted same-sex couples and their families in 
Oklahoma,” said Evan Wolfson, head of the na-
tional Freedom to Marry organization. Wolfson 
said the Oklahoma decision builds on the mo-
mentum from eight other states ending their 
restrictions on marriage for same-sex couples 
in 2013.  “The federal district judge has done 
the right thing by affirming that marriage is a 
fundamental freedom for all people, gay and 
non-gay—for all of us who believe in liberty 
and fairness.”
 However, unlike the federal judge in Utah, 
Kern stayed the effect of his ruling, pending 
appeal to the Tenth Circuit. The Utah case, 
Kitchen v. Herbert, is also pending appeal be-
fore the Tenth Circuit. The effect of that rul-
ing was stayed by the U.S. Supreme Court after 
more than 1,300 same-sex couples had mar-
ried.
 Unlike many of the current marriage equality 
lawsuits around the country, the one in Okla-
homa, Baldwin v. Oklahoma, has been pending 
since 2004. Two lesbian couples, represented 
by private attorneys, challenged both the state 
constitutional amendment barring the issuance 
of marriage licenses to same-sex couples and 
the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 
That amendment was passed in 2004.
 “Exclusion of the defined class was not a hid-
den or ulterior motive; it was consistently com-
municated to Oklahoma citizens as a justifica-
tion for [ban],” wrote Kern. This is simply not a 
case where exclusion of same-sex couples was a 
mere ‘unintended consequence’ of the law. In-
stead, this is a classic, class-based equal pro-
tection case in which a line was purposefully 
drawn between two groups of Oklahoma citi-
zens—same-sex couples desiring an Oklahoma 
marriage license and opposite-sex couples de-
siring an Oklahoma marriage license.”
 “…Instead of gender-based discrimina-
tion, the intentional discrimination occurring 
against same-sex couples as a result of [the 
ban] is best described as sexual-orientation 
discrimination,” wrote Kern. “The conduct tar-
geted by [the ban]—same-sex marriage—is so 
closely correlated with being homosexual that 
sexual orientation provides the best descriptor 
for the class-based distinction being drawn.”
 “Classifications against homosexuals and/or 
classifications based on a person’s sexual ori-
entation are not subject to any form of height-
ened review in the Tenth Circuit. Therefore, 
[the ban] is not subject to any form of height-
ened scrutiny based upon the Bishop couple’s 
membership in a suspect class. 
 “…The Court recognizes that moral disap-

proval often stems from deeply held religious 
convictions,” wrote Kern. “However, moral dis-
approval of homosexuals as a class, or same-
sex marriage as a practice, is not a permissible 
justification for a law. 
 “…civil marriage in Oklahoma is not an in-
stitution with ‘moral’ requirements for any 
other group of citizens,” noted Kern. He noted 
that the Tulsa clerk “does not ask a [hetero-
sexual] couple if they intend to be faithful to 
one another, if they intend to procreate, or if 
they would someday consider divorce, thereby 
potentially leaving their child to be raised in 
a single-parent home. With respect to mar-
riage licenses, the State has already opened 
the courthouse doors to opposite-sex couples 
without any moral, procreative, parenting, or 

fidelity requirements. Exclusion of just one 
class of citizens from receiving a marriage li-
cense based upon the perceived ‘threat’ they 
pose to the marital institution is, at bottom, 
an arbitrary exclusion based upon the major-
ity’s disapproval of the defined class. It is also 
insulting to same-sex couples, who are human 
beings capable of forming loving, committed, 
enduring relationships.” 
 The lawsuit also challenged both sections of 
the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 
Kern noted that U.S. v. Windsor has already set-
tled the question of Section 3, defining spouse 
and marriage for federal benefit purposes. The 
Supreme Court ruled it unconstitutional. And 
he noted that, because the Supreme Court did 
not rule on the merits of the California Proposi-
tion 8 case, the constitutionality of state bans 
on same-sex marriage are still active.
 The lead plaintiff couple, Sharon Baldwin 
and Mary Bishop, are editors at the daily Tulsa 
World newspaper and have been together for 
15 years. They had a commitment ceremony in 
Florida, but when they applied for a marriage 
license from the Tulsa city clerk, they were re-
fused.
 The other plaintiff couple, Susan Barton and 
Gay Phillips, have been a couple for 30 years, 

own a joint business helping homeless teens. 
They obtained a civil-union license in Vermont 
in 2001, a marriage license in Canada in 2005, 
and a marriage license in California just days 
before voters there approved Proposition 8 in 
2008.
 copyright 2014 by keen news service. All 
rights reserved.

New Ways 
co-founder dies
 Father Robert Nugent, SDS—a co-founder of 
New Ways Ministry, an organization that cares 
for gay and lesbian Catholics—has passed 
away, according to The Huffington Post. 
 The New Ways website stated that “Nugent’s 
three-month battle with cancer ended Wed., 
Jan. 1, 2014, at 2:10 pm, Central Time, in Mil-
waukee, Wis.” Francis DeBernardo, New Ways 
Ministry’s executive director, said of Nugent, 
“During a time of intense homophobia in both 
church and society, he exhibited uncommon 
courage and foresight in welcoming and af-
firming the goodness of God’s lesbian and gay 
children.”

Judge: oklahoma
gay-marriage ban
unconstitutional 
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thursday, january 30, 2014

5:30 p.m. reception  //  6
:30 p.m. program

$20  //  $
15 members and students

Explore Chicago’s role in the birth and impact of house music and its relationship to 

the LGBTQ community. Monica Hairston O’Connell, Executive Director of Columbia 

College Chicago’s Center for Black Music Research, leads a conversation with  

DJ Alan King of Chicago’s legendary DJ crew The Chosen Few and international 

underground house artist Derrick Carter. Micah Salkind of Brown University and 

Robert Williams, founder of The Warehouse, will also join the discussion. 

The program marks the opening of Out at CHM’s 11th season, and includes a live DJ set 

and demonstrations of how the art form is continually transformed by new interpreters.

to purchase tickets, call 312.642.4600 or visit

chicagohistory.org/planavisit/upcomingevents/out-at-chm

Special thanks to the Chicago Park District for their support.

Out at CHM is supported by gifts from Robert Kohl 
and Clark Pellett, from Dr. Raymond Crossman, and 
with additional support from River North Beverages.

the house 

that chicago buiLt

Clark Street at North Avenue  |  312.642.4600   |  chicagohistory.org

discover the Long and storied history of gay, Lesbian, 

bisexuaL and transgender peopLe through out at chm.

http://www.chicagohistory.org


By Gretchen Blickensderfer

Growing up in the small Ohio farming com-
munity of St. Paris, Nathan Runkle could have 
been considered a minority of one. He is a gay 
vegetarian who loves all animals, not just do-
mesticated pets. But his extended family, and 
most of the community, consisted of hunters, 
farmers, trappers and fishermen. How animals 
were treated and killed on their way to the din-
ner plate was never given a second thought.
 Runkle said that rabbits had their heads 
ripped off while they were still alive. As many 
as seven hens were kept in cages no larger 
than the drawer of a file cabinet. Coated in 
their own feces, they were starved until they 
began an egg-laying cycle, simply died or 
were discarded in trash cans. Cows and their 
calves were beaten in the face with metal 
pipes or stabbed with pitchforks. Pregnant 
pigs were packed so tightly into locked crates 
that they could not move. Their young were 
tossed around like footballs—all cost-effective 
and expedient practices for the factory farms 
around Runkle’s home.
 From a young age, Runkle’s advocacy for ani-
mals were at the core of his being. “I had a 
natural connection with them,” he said. “I was 
heartbroken watching animals being mistreat-
ed and I couldn’t understand why we would 
have a passion for animals like dogs and cats 
but treat other animals with such disregard and 
cruelty.”
 In 1995—at the age of 11—Runkle saw an 
evening news story about a fur protest occur-
ring at the local mall. It was then that he heard 
the term “animal rights activist” for the first 
time. “I went to the library and got every book 
I could find on the topic,” Runkle said. “I just 
dove headfirst into being an animal advocate. 
I would circulate petitions at school, or give 
talks on abuse of animals on factory farms. I 
never hesitated to take action.” 
 When Runkle was 15, his sister’s high school 
hosted an agricultural class. The teacher, a pig 
farmer, had tried to kill some piglets to use as 
a dissection project. When he arrived at the 
school, one of the piglets was still alive. A 
student took the piglet by her hind legs and 
slammed her headfirst into the ground in an 
attempt to kill her. 
 Her skull was fractured and she was bleeding 
out of the mouth, but the piglet still didn’t die. 
A couple of other students took the piglet to 
a vets’ office to have her euthanized. Animal 
cruelty charges were filed against the student 
and the teacher but the pig-farming commu-
nity rallied behind the teacher in support. The 
first day of the trial, the animal-cruelty charg-
es were dismissed. “In the state of Ohio, like 
pretty much every other state, if something is 
considered standard agricultural practice, no 
matter how cruel or inhumane, it is exempt 
from cruelty prosecution,” Runkle explained. 
“Slamming baby piglets head first against the 
ground is considered a standard practice and so 
an acceptable way of killing these animals.”
 The case galvanized Runkle. “There needed to 
be an organization who would advocate on be-
half of farm animals,” he said. “The community 
and the law wasn’t protecting them so some-
one had to step up.”
 Runkle was on a path that lead to his found-
ing of Mercy for Animals, a national organiza-
tion that has brought about legislative and 
policy change in the treatment of farm animals 
and has taken the fight to billion-dollar orga-
nizations like Amazon, Butterball, Walmart and 
Kraft Foods. 
 It was a decision that brought Runkle into 
conflict with his hometown. He was already 

facing criticism for his advocacy when, at 18, 
Runkle came out as gay. “It was not the most 
welcome and supportive environment,” he re-
membered. “But any push back I received was 
nothing compared to what the animals were 
being subjected to.”
 Looking back, Runkle believes that being gay 
subconsciously made him relate to the animals 
he was fighting for.“These animals were being 
punished by society just because they were 
born on a factory farm,” he said. “They were 
treated like the scum of the earth, because 
that’s how society marked them. I know what 
that feels like.”
 In 2002, Runkle scored his first major victory. 
Ohio was the largest egg producing state in the 
nation. Runkle went into farms and document-
ed horrific abuses of the chickens there, includ-
ing force-molting—the practice of starving the 
bird for weeks to shock their bodies into an 
egg-laying cycle. His first investigation caught 
the attention of a local news outlet. “They 
ran a damning story of the Ohio egg industry 
and the result was that the Giant Eagle gro-
cery chain pledged to stop buying eggs from 
producers who force-molted their egg-laying 
hens.” Runkle said. “The practice is quickly be-
coming a thing of the past.”
 Since then, Runkle has worked ceaselessly 
on behalf of the 9 billion animals raised and 
killed under what he said are appalling condi-
tions every year in the United States. “It can 
be very depressing,” Runkle admitted. “But the 
flip side happens when we reduce the amount 
of meat that the nation is consuming by even 1 
or 2 percent. That impacts hundreds of millions 
of animals. The payoff is huge.”
 That payoff has often meant going head to 
head with corporate giants like Walmart. But 
Runkle welcomes the fight. “We feel that it is 
their moral and ethical obligation to ensure 
that the products that they sell are not coming 
from animals that were tortured,” he said.
 While many companies are slowly going 

with a changing tide in public opinion that 
has given rise to vegetarian menu options in 
restaurants and even vegan fast-food outlets, 
Runkle said that Walmart has resisted. “They 
are driven by the bottom line,” he said. “They 
are just buying time. But we will keep the pres-
sure up.”
 Despite other uphill battles particularly 
against the agriculture lobby in the push for 
federal anti-cruelty legislation, Runkle remains 
optimistic. He believes that, much like LGBT 
equality, the landscape is changing in his fa-
vor. “The Internet has helped pull back the cur-
tain on the abuse of these animals on factory 
farms and it’s moving towards a tipping point,” 
he said. “When we talk to younger people, they 
think it is common sense that we shouldn’t be 
abusing animals like this. I think that trend is 
only going to continue.”
 For more information, go to www.mercyfora-
nimals.org.

Lavender University
continues series
 CHICAGO—Windy City Times and Center on 
Halsted have launched a nine-month series of 
LGBTQ educational programs featuring promi-
nent scholars known nationally for their inno-
vative research and work.
 Lavender University is modeled on a project 
of the same name that operated for several 
years in the 1970s and 1980s, providing a wide 
range of interesting educational and skills-
building programs.
 “While some high schools and colleges are 
doing a better job at including LGBTQ issues 
in their curriculum, there is still a vast amount 
of LGBTQ work and history that is not being 
taught to youth and adults,” said Tracy Baim, 
publisher of Windy City Times. “I really liked 
the Lavender University model and approached 
the Center on Halsted about partnering on a 
9-month series. If it is well received, we hope 
to expand these programs for 2014, including 
to other areas of the city and suburbs.”
 “We are excited to present a diverse set of 
education programs,” said Lynnea Karlic, di-
rector of programming for Center on Halsted. 
“We think this will appeal to teenagers, col-
lege students, adults and seniors, with such 
an incredible lineup of LGBTQ experts from our 
community.”
 Following are the remaining speakers and 
topics in the nine-month series. All of the pro-
grams are the first Saturday of the month at 11 
a.m. 
 The lectures are at Center on Halsted, 3656 
N. Halsted St. Each lecture is $25; there are 

discounts available for multiple lectures, and 
a limited number of scholarships will also be 
available.
 For reservations see: https://community.cen-
teronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity. Questions 
can be directed to publisher@windycitymedia-
group.com or lkarlic@centeronhalsted.org.
 —Sat., Feb. 1, 2014, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Beth 
Richie—Arrested Justice: Black Women, Vio-
lence and America’s Prison Nation
 —Sat., March 1, 2014, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Lourdes Torres—Making Familia from Scratch: 
Towards a History of Latina Lesbian Organizing 
in Chicago
 —Sat., April 5, 2014, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Anne 
Balay—Steel Closets: Gay, Lesbian, and Trans-
gender Steelworkers
 —Sat., May 3, 2014, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Timo-
thy Stewart-Winter—From Civil Rights to Gay 
Rights in Chicago

Gov. Christie vetoes
trans-rights bill
 On Jan. 13, embattled New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie signed 12 bills into law and vetoed 
10 others—including a bill that would allow 
transgender individuals to amend their birth 
certificates, according to MSNBC.
 In a statement, Christie said, “Under the pro-
posal before me, however, the sponsors seek to 
alter the amended birth certificate application 
process without maintaining appropriate safe-
guards. Consequently, further consideration is 
necessary to determine whether to make such 
significant changes to State law concerning 
the issuance of vital records.”
 Several LGBTQ groups issued statements criti-
cizing Christie’s move. Human Rights Campaign 
President Chad Griffin said, “Chris Christie has 
a responsibility to look out for the well-being 
of all New Jerseyans, but today he chose in-
stead to keep in place burdensome regulations 
for transgender people living in his state.” 
 “There is simply no justification for requiring 
transgender or intersex individuals to undergo 
unnecessary and often unavailable procedures 
in order to amend their birth certificates,” said 
Lambda Legal Transgender Rights Project Direc-
tor Dru Levasseur in a separate statement.  
 Christie is currently under fire for a scandal 
involving the closing of access lanes to the 
George Washington Bridge last September. In 
addition, there is an investigation to see if the 
state improperly spent Hurricane Sandy relief 
money on an ad campaign that featured Chris-
tie while he was running for re-election, ac-
cording to MSNBC.

Gay animal-rights
activist takes
on corporations

Animal-rights activist nathan runkle. Photo 
from runkle

pASSAGES
Michael McGuire

Michael McGuire died Jan. 5 of congestive 
heart failure, according to friend Lori Can-
non. He was 55.

McGuire was a native Chicagoan who at-
tended Amundsen High School. Among his 
jobs were managing the liquor department 
at Walgreens; tending bar at Broadway Lim-
ited; and working at the Ram bookstore for 
18 years.

For the past 10 years, McGuire faithfully 
and dutifully served low-income men, wom-
en and children living with AIDS at the Vital 
Bridges GroceryLand grocery center on Chi-
cago’s North Side.

“Michael was part of that elite corps of 
volunteers who understood our mission to 
assist those less fortunate and took great 
pride in his responsibility to serve. He was 
a favorite with our clients. We will all miss 
him,” said Lori Cannon, founder of the gro-
cery program.

McGuire is survived by two sisters, Ginnie 
McGuire-Warner and Patricia Perez;, brother 
Ed; and his devoted roommate and best 
friend David Courtin.

As Courtin said, “we were like Lucy and 
Ethel, with our chocolates, sitting at the 

conveyer belt waiting for everything to 
speed up!”

A memorial gathering is scheduled for Sat-
urday, Jan. 25, at 707 W. Waveland Ave. in 
the Community Room at 7 p.m.

Contact David Courtin at 773-220-0571.
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By MAtt siMOnette

Area politicians and organization officials held 
a forum Jan. 15 at the Loyola Park Fieldhouse, 
1230 W. Greenleaf Ave., to discuss the implica-
tions of the marriage-equality law scheduled to 
take effect June 1.
 Among those in attendance were state Rep. 
Kelly Cassidy, Cook County Clerk David Orr, 
state Sen. Heather Steans and Ed Yohnka of 
ACLU Illinois. Ald. Joe Moore’s office organized 
the forum.
 Yohnka discussed the progress of lawsuits 
filed by ACLU Illinois and Lambda Legal on be-
half of couples wishing to marry earlier than 
June 1. So far, couples wherein one of the 
partners is contending with a terminal illness 
have been able to get their marriage license 
and marry in Cook County. But Yohnka said that 
the plaintiffs had filed additional arguments 
on behalf of couples without life-threatening 
conditions that didn’t want to wait, and that 
Orr’s office, which is the defendant in the case, 
had filed a response with no objections. Orr has 
long been a supporter of marriage equality.
 “I wish all our defendents were David Orr,” 
Yohnka said. “It turns out that, if the other 
side doesn’t fight, it’s easy to get things done.”
 All the parties to the suit are now waiting 
for a decision to come down from U.S. District 
Judge Sharon Coleman as to whether other 
couples can marry early. If the additional mar-
riages end up being allowed, couples in other 
parts of Illinois would have to marry in Cook 
County until the law officially takes effect in 
June.
 Orr said that about five couples have exer-
cised the right for an early marriage so far. 
“I think more will come forward. If the court 
doesn’t move quickly on that, June 1 will be 
the first day you can get a license. We will be 
open on June 1, which is a Sunday.”
 Since a 24-hour waiting period is standard 
after obtaining the license, marriages officially 
can begin taking place on June 2, according to 
Orr.
 Steans, who sponsored SB10 in the Senate, 
added that an estimated 11,000 couples would 
marry because of the law, adding that an im-
portant part of the challenge was “educating 
legislators about how much their constituents 
supported it.”

 Cassidy described the personal stakes for her 
own life, given that she and her partner be-
came engaged the night SB10 passed the Sen-
ate. “It’s rare that there’s a person associated 
with a bill, not to mention a person who sits 
next to you every day.”
 With the effort constituents made to connect 
with legislators, Cassidy said it was undeniably 
one of the few times that most legislators con-
nected a bill with the lives of the people in 
their districts.
 “They heard [constituents’] real questions,” 
Cassidy added. “For some it changed their 
votes. For some it cemented their votes, and 
for some it gave them a chance to think, and 
maybe we’ll get them the next time.”
 She pointed to addressing bullying in schools 
and protections for trans citizens as two is-
sues to focus attention on now, and said that 
she did not want to see community members 
lose the boisterous energy that helped SB10 
become law of the land.
 “The rally, and the energy from that, felt like 
‘the cavalry had arrived’ at a time where our 
energy was low,” Cassidy said. “It was a fabu-
lous experience, but I want to encourage folks 
not to be ‘done.’”

pols speak about
marriage bill and timing
in Rogers park meeting

cook county clerk david Orr at the meeting. Photo by Matt simonette

By MAtt siMOnette

Broadway Youth Center (BYC), on Jan. 17, 
made its case before the Chicago Zoning 
Board of Appeals regarding a variance that 
would allow it to stay in its current location 
on Wellington Avenue.
 BYC supporters filled the gallery of the 
City Council chambers at 121 N. LaSalle St. 
Many wore yellow or orange T-shirts in soli-
darity. Opponents to the variance were in 
attendance as well, but Zoning Board Chair 
Jonathan Swain estimated that 95 percent 
of the audience members supported BYC’s 
position. About 30 of those supporters lived 
in Lakeview.
 The embattled youth center has been lo-
cated in the basement of Wellington Avenue 
United Church of Christ, 615 W. Wellington 
Ave., since mid-2013.
 On Jan. 16, Ald. Tom Tunney announced 
that he would back the variance if certain 
conditions were met: a 365-day restriction 
to the special use, effectively subjecting 
BYC to a trial period on one year; a Good 
Neighbor Agreement that specified, among 
other aspects, hours, services, capacity, se-
curity measures and dispute resolution; and 
a stipulation that said the agreement was 
not applicable to any other entity Welling-
ton Avenue United Church of Christ might 
lease the space to. 
 His decision followed several meet-
ings with South East Lake View Neighbors 
(SELVN), many of whom felt that BYC did not 
belong on a residential street. The organiza-
tion voted 41-21 on Jan. 13 not to back the 
variance.
 Tunney has expressed concerns about 
management turnover at BYC, as well as 
Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC), which 
oversees BYC’s operations. But at the Jan. 
17 hearing he said that BYC, “If it is run 
properly, will be an asset to the communi-
ty.”
 He added that the facility also fit neatly 

into Mayor Emanuel’s plan to reduce youth 
homelessness in the city.
 Much of the contention in the hearing 
centered on how many of BYC’s clients are 
coming in for medical care. Opponents sug-
gested that the majority of them are coming 
in for comprehensive medical services—a 
blatant violation of the zoning—but HBHC 
General Counsel Michelle Wetzel said that 
health services consisted mainly of testing, 
and that only one RN was on staff; clients 
with serious illnesses are referred to HBHC. 
Wetzel also said that opponents were using 
data compiled while BYC was still at its old 
Belmont and Broadway location.
 Wellington Avenue resident Anne Voshel 
described disturbances by individuals she 
assumed to be BYC clients. “I do not feel 
comfortable,” Voshel said, adding, “It 
should be noted that the Center on Halsted, 
which provides similar services, is 20 min-
utes away.”
 Swain asked Voshel several times whether 
she knew for certain whether the distur-
bances were coming from BYC clients. She 
admitted that she did not, adding that she 
spoke with a BYC official who chastised her 
for assuming that the individuals, who were 
transgender, were their clients.
 But Swain pressed Wetzel on the security 
issue as well. BYC maintains that it does not 
have the staff nor the money to vigilantly 
patrol areas outside the Center, but Swain 
said that Wetzel should be “open to con-
versations about patrols,” since pedestrian 
traffic on the street was changing because 
of BYC’s presence. Wetzel agreed. 
 Swain also rejected her statement that BYC 
“does not attract the youth” and instead is 
located where they happen to be already.
 “I’m not so naive as to think that this 
place doesn’t have a reach beyond Lakev-
iew,” Swain said.
 Swain said that the board would likely an-
nounce its decision over the variance the 
morning of Jan. 21.

Broadway youth Center
has zoning hearing

Equality Illinois 
to honor Lana 
Wachowski at gala

Transgender Chicago filmmaker Lana Wa-
chowski will be presented with the 2014 
Equality Illinois Freedom Award at the or-
ganization’s Feb. 8 gala.

A native of Chicago’s Beverly neighbor-
hood, Wachowski has written, directed and 
executive-produced the Matrix trilogy as 
well as films Cloud Atlas, Bound and Speed 
Racer with her brother, Andy Wachowski.

In addition to Wachowski, it was previ-
ously announced that an Equality Illinois 
Freedom Award will also be going to the 
Chicago Urban League. Other honorees 
and notable figures at the 2014 Equality 
Illinois Gala—in the Hilton Chicago and 
chaired by Col. Jennifer N. Pritzker—will 
be announced shortly.

See www.eqil.org.

Jonathan swain and sam toia of the chicago Zoning Board of Appeals listen to testimony. 
Photo by Matt simonette

Equality Illinois and Randy Hannig, the 
organization’s director of public policy, have 
announced Hannig’s intention to leave short-
ly after the March 18 Illinois primary elec-
tion.

Hannig joined nearly three years ago.

Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov 
said that the search for a new policy director 
for Equality lllinois will begin shortly. Hannig 
said his last day at Equality Illinois will be 
March 31.

hannig to leave Equality Illinois
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By chArlsie deWey

Queer women of color are the focus of a three 
month long anti-smoking campaign, “Take 
Pride, Leave Cigarettes,” launched earlier this 
month by the Chicago Department of Public 
Health and its Office of LGBT Health.

The campaign seeks to inspire current smok-
ers to kick the habit and to prevent future 
smokers from starting by raising awareness 
about the negative impacts of smoking.

LGBTQ individuals are more likely to smoke 
than heterosexuals, at a rate of 34 percent to 
24 percent, and more likely to smoke more than 
one pack a day, 47 percent vs. 36 percent.

Additionally, the Midwest has the highest 
prevalence of smoking in the United States and 
one in four adults smoke regularly in Chicago. 

African-American adults smoke at a higher 
rate than the national average, 19.4 percent 
vs. 19 percent.

“Queer women of color are part of not one, 
but several different populations that demon-
strate higher smoking rates or lower quit rates 
or disproportionate cancer related deaths,” 
Quenjana Adams, public information coordina-
tor at CDPH, pointed out. “The numbers scream 
a need for us to stem this rising tide.”

Studies have also found that queer women of 
color are the demographic often most resistant 
to tobacco cessation programs and messages.

Jaweer Brown, vice president at Better World 
Advertising, the firm responsible for develop-
ing the campaign, said that the reasons people 
smoke are basically the same no matter what 
demographic, but she thinks one of the reasons 
queer women of color might be more resistant 
to anti-smoking campaigns is lack of represen-
tation.

“The approach to this campaign is to create 
something that is bold, hard hitting and eye 
catching and really represents the community, 
so that folks look up and see themselves, and 
then that also starts to debunk the idea that 
it is completely normal to smoke,” Brown said.

“We wanted to make sure that we created a 
public education campaign that featured queer 
women of color and reflected the community 
in which we live and work,” agreed Brian Rich-
ardson, CDPH director of public affairs. “To our 
knowledge this is the first public education 
campaign by a public health department spe-
cifically aimed towards queer women of color 
on this topic.”

The ads feature positive images of young, 
LGBTQ women of color in a healthy relation-

ship, free of tobacco use.
Richardson said that a public education cam-

paign is not enough on its own. There also 
have to be policies and programs that support 
anti-smoking efforts, both of which he said are 
already in place.

“One of the most successful programs in Il-
linois is the State of Illinois tobacco quit line, 
1-800-QUIT-YES, that includes information 
specific to queer women and women of color,” 
he noted.

“Things that move that momentum are 
things like changes in policies, like when the 
bars changed their policies about where you 
could smoke, that signals a debunking of the 
normalization of smoking so that it becomes 
abnormal and you create this physical distance 
of where you can smoke,” Brown added.

The CDPH held a town hall meeting in August 
at the Center on Halstead focused on the entire 
LGBT community and anti-smoking, and Rich-
ardson said that the current campaign came 
about in part from that conversation.

“It’s a campaign we are every excited about 
and very proud of because in order to make a 
real difference in the fight against big tobacco 
we need to engage all people,” Richardson 
said.

Campaign billboards and posters can be 
found all across Chicago as well as in bars, lo-
cal newspapers and online.

“We want to make sure that they are reach-
ing the population of queer women of color in 
Chicago,” Brown said.

Both Brown and Richardson hope that the 
campaign will help queer women of color as 
well as the LGBT community in general think 
twice about lighting that first cigarette or take 
the first step to quit smoking for good.

New data shows
widespread LGBT
tobacco use
By MAtt siMOnette

Figures from a Jan. 17 report illustrate that 
tobacco products are still widely used by LGBT 
Americans.
 According to the data, released by the Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.-based CenterLink Network for 
Health Equity, the LGBT community spends al-
most $7.9 billion annually on cigarettes and 
other tobacco products, roughly 65 times what 

is spent on funding LGBT organizations each 
year. Data was compiled from results derived 
from the 2012 National Adult Tobacco Survey.
 “It’s a brutal truth,” said CenterLink Director 
Dr. Scout in a statement. “We’re spending more 
on something that kills us than everyone else 
is spending to help us.”
 According to the 2012 survey, 32.8 per-
cent of LGBT respondents indicated that they 
smoked, versus 19.5 percent of other respon-
dents. “LGBT people smoke at rates that are 
68 percent higher than the general population, 
and the 50 years of Surgeon General’s reports 
just show us how effectively lethal tobacco is,” 
added Dr. Scout.
 Dr. Phoenix Matthews, a tobacco researcher 
at University of Illinois at Chicago, said in the 
CenterLink statement that tobacco “preys on 
stigma” experienced by the community, people 
of color and the poor. “I hope this number 
shocks people enough so we start building 
tobacco control into all of our communities’ 
health programs.”
 The 50th annual Surgeon General’s report, 
also released Jan. 17, estimates that half a 
million Americans die from smoking-related 
causes, and that another 16 million suffer from 
smoking related illnesses, annually.
 “Today, we’re asking Americans to join a sus-
tained effort to make the next generation a 
tobacco-free generation,” said Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius in a 
statement. “This is not something the federal 
government can do alone. We need to partner 
with the business community, local elected of-
ficials, schools and universities, the medical 
community, the faith community, and commit-
ted citizens in communities across the country 
to make the next generation tobacco free.”
 The CenterLink report can be viewed at 
http://www.lgbtcenters.org/news/555/LGBT-
PEOPLE-SPEND-79-BILLION-YEAR-on-Our-Big-
gest-Health-Problem.aspx.
 The surgeon general’s report can be viewed 
at http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/
reports/50-years-of-progress/.

queer women of
color become focus of
anti-smoking campaign 

featuring questions from 
the exciting new game

Fri., February 7
Bountiful Eatery
3312 N. Broadway
Game starts at 7 pm

That’s So GAY!

Hosted by

“KWizmaster” 
Kirk Williamson
& Tracy Baim

AN LGBT TRIVIA NIGHT

Chance to win 
prizes and have 
great fun!

bountifuleatery.com  •  thatssogaygame.com

For more on the event:
www.meetup.com/SceneFree/
events/161156402/

A bus displays an anti-smoking ad that focuses on queer women of color. Photo from Jaweer 
Brown

Legacy project 
receives honorable 
mention
 The Committee on LGBT History of the 
American Historical Association announced 
that Chicago’s Legacy Project received 
an honorable mention for the 2014 Allan 
Berube Prize, which awards “outstanding 
work in public or community-based LGBT 
and/or queer history,” according to a press 
release.
 The Legacy Project is the world’s only 
outdoor museum walk and youth education 
program dedicated to combating anti-gay 
bullying by celebrating LGBT contributions 
to history and culture.
 In a statement, Legacy Project Founder 
and Executive Director Victor Salvo said, 
“On behalf of the Legacy Project Board 
of Directors I want to express our sincere 
thanks to the LBGT History Committee for 
this honor. As a new organization with lim-
ited name recognition outside of Chicago, 
we were quite surprised to learn that this 
esteemed affiliate of the American Histori-
cal Association was aware of the Legacy 
Walk. 
 “Considering the number of proposals 
they received, we are proud to have come 
in second to New Orleans’s Upstairs Lounge 
Fire retrospective. This is truly an honor 
and a validation of our work to bring LGBT 
historic contributions to the public’s atten-
tion and into the lives of LGBT youth.”
 The LGBT Religious Archives Network’s 
Upstairs Lounge Fire Exhibit is being 
awarded the biennial prize. On Pride Sun-
day, June 24, 1973, an arsonist’s flash fire 
killed 32 people in a New Orleans gay bar. 
See http://exhibits.lgbtran.org/exhibits/
show/upstairs-lounge-fire. 

http://www.meetup.com/scenefree/events/161156402/


to house music in the early days is that we 
were the DJs who were primarily responsible 
for going into these largely gay underground 
clubs and bars and introducing the music be-
ing played there to straight kids in Chicago. 
Wayne Williams, who started the Chosen Few 
DJs in 1975, should really get most of the 
credit for this because he was “brave” enough 
as a straight kid to go into spots like the Ware-
house, the Den One and the Jeffery Pub to hear 
this music being played by DJs like Frankie 
Knuckles, Ron Hardy and Mike Ezebukwu.
 I followed shortly thereafter, but not a lot of 
our fellow straight DJs were willing to go into 
those environments to see and hear what was 
going on. So we took this music and the vibe 
to basement parties, high school parties, and 
eventually spots that would be very important 
in the birth and development of what came to 
be known as house music like the Loft, the Tree 
of Life, Sauer’s and First Impressions. 
 From there it spread like wildfire across the 
City and eventually the world. It was an amaz-
ing time, when exciting records we now know 
as “classics” were coming out every week! We 
couldn’t wait to find them and play them for 
our crowd, and that passion for the hottest 
new music still drives me and the rest of the 
Chosen Few DJs today. 
 Wct: you were there at essentially the 
birth of house music in chicago. What was 
it like watching it spread across the united 
states, europe and beyond?  
 AK: I left for college in 1981 (where I contin-
ued to DJ) and law school in 1985, so to some 
degree I watched this spread around the world 
from a distance. And I was amazed that my 
friends like Jesse Saunders, Chip E, Steve Hur-
ley and Farley Keith were getting opportunities 
to DJ and perform around the world. Looking 
back though, it was all really a natural progres-
sion, from underground gay clubs to straight 
parties to mainstream radio with the Hot Mix 5 
and others. The sound was too good and fresh 
to be stopped or contained within Chicago.
 Wct: house music has been one of the 
most extraordinarily evolving genres of mu-
sic. do you like some of the styles we are 
seeing today [swedish progressive/nether-
lands]? have you had to evolve along with 
it?  
 AK: I think the mutations and subgenres have 
been both a blessing and a curse. It’s wonder-
ful that house music, in one form or another, 
is reaching ever-wider audiences, but it also 
means that a lot of people think they know 
what house music is and sounds like, when they 
may be listening to something that doesn’t re-

flect the best or the diversity the genre has to 
offer. Personally, I tend to prefer house music 
that has more of a soulful or melodic quality to 
it, but I also love some banging tracks. 
 I guess my personal evolution has been more 
about leaving the old school classics behind 
(which I still love) and growing to love and 
appreciate the house music coming out today. 
A lot of DJs and others in Chicago in particular 
have had a hard time with that evolution. I be-
lieve you can honor and respect the past, and I 
do that in my DJ sets, but you can’t really live 
in it and expect to remain relevant in today’s 
scene. Time marches on, and there are great 
new house music songs coming out every day.
 Wct: you left to pursue law in the early 
‘80s. Why did you decide to go to law school 
rather than pursuing work as a dJ?  
 AK: A couple of things, I guess. I came from a 
family and academic environment where formal 
education was highly valued and traditional 
careers were expected. Plus, the path for a suc-
cessful career as a DJ/producer/remixer was 
not yet in focus and was hard to conceptual-
ize at that time. Guys like Larry Levan, Frankie 
Knuckles and Tee Scott hadn’t yet charted that 
course. People who now make careers in this 
business−and some make a lot of money doing 
it−owe these guys a lot. The great thing for 
me now is that I’ve come full circle and been 
able resume a music career as well as my legal 
career. 
 Wct: you essentially had two lives once 
you got back into the music scene. Was it a 
challenge for you?  
 AK: Once I got back into the music scene I 
was really concerned about how it would be 
viewed by my law partners, clients, etc., so I 
really did try to hide it for a while and separate 
my two lives. That was difficult, and I’m sure 
your readers can relate to that! However, once 
I came “out” musically everyone has been very 
supportive and they tend to think it’s pretty 
cool. It still has its challenges and I have to do 
a lot of balancing, but it’s working for me right 
now.
 Wct: What was it like at the office when 
your secret was out? 
 AK: I really was nervous about it. Law is such 
a strait-laced business and law firms tend to 
be very conservative and traditional. What I 
discovered, however, is that many of my col-
leagues and fellow lawyers have passions that 
they pursue and are dedicated to outside of 
work. Honestly, you almost need it to practice 
law for 25 years like I have!
 Wct: you have developed a friendship with 
the president. What do you think about his 

stand on lGBt rights?  
 AK: I do have some personal insight on this 
topic, but I probably shouldn’t say too much. 
Suffice it to say that he really is a staunch sup-
porter of the LGBT community and LGBT rights, 
and I’ve never known him to be anything else. 
It’s not just political for him.  
 Wct: As a lawyer, where do you see lGBt 
rights heading in the future?  

 AK: I’m personally pleased with the prog-
ress as more and more states are recognizing 
LGBT rights. However, I think it will continue 
to be a state-by-state issue. Most states will 
get there in due time, but I honestly don’t 
think some states will ever get there—just as 
some states will never vote for a Black presi-
dent of the United States.   
 Wct: do you see the same-sex marriage 
rulings in utah and most recently Oklahoma 
spreading to other states with constitution-
al bans or do you think this will eventually 
boil down to the [u.s.] supreme court?  
 AK: Again, I think it’s going to remain largely 
a state-by-state issue, but these rulings do 
give “cover” in a good way to other judges who 
may be taking on these issues. Still, I think the 
Supreme Court will continue to punt on these 
questions for the foreseeable future.
 Wct: can you tell me about some of the 
writing work you have done? do you still ac-
tively pursue it?  
 AK: I really love writing, and it’s probably the 
favorite part of my work as a lawyer. Recently, 
I’ve been asked to do some writing in the music 
world, which has been great. A year or so ago 
I was asked by Hidden Beach Records in L.A. 
to write the liner notes accompanying a new 
Jill Scott remix project, and more recently I 
wrote the liner notes accompanying a mixed 
CD release for my Chosen Few brother DJ Ter-
ry Hunter, which came out on BBE Records in 
the U.K. This is an area where my “two lives” 
have merged, and I’d love to do more music 
writing. Writing a book is also on my bucket 
list. 
 the “Out at chM” event with dJ Alan king 
is thursday, Jan. 30, at the museum, 1601 
n. clark st. there will be a reception at 5:30 
p.m. and program at 6:30 p.m. Admission is 
$15 for members and $20 for non-members; 
see https://services.chicagohistory.org/
auto_choose_ga.asp?area=129.
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DJ from cover

dJ Alan king. Photo courtesy of king

WCT seeks 
wedding photos

For its upcoming weddings issue, Windy 
City Times seeks photos of weddings and 
civil unions.

Images from out-of-state weddings are 
welcome.

Please send photos with captions to Kirk@
WindyCityMediaGroup.com and Andrew@
WindyCityMediaGroup.com by Jan. 29. Pho-
tos will appear in the Feb. 5 issue and a 
standalone wedding guide that will also be 
out that same day.

Wedding-related business should contact 
advertising@ windycitymediagroup.com for 
info on how to participate in these issues.

out Chicago hotel
still ‘in the works’
 There has been little news recently on the 
Out Chicago hotel project, proposed in 2013 
for Halsted Street, but the developer said re-
cently that the Lakeview project is still on 
the table for now.
 When reached for comment on the project’s 
status, Ian Reisner of NYC-based Parkview 
Developers said he was traveling but that the 
project was “still in the works.”
 The plans for the $30 million hotel, mod-
eled after the successful Out NYC in New York 
City, were unveiled in April 2013 by Reisner 
and architects Koo and Associates. Initial-
ly, plans called for a 100-112-room facility 
featuring a spa, gym, conference/meeting 
spaces, restaurant, rooftop bar and lounge, 
and an enclosed courtyard. 
 But community response to the original 
concepts sent the principals back to the 
drawing board, reducing the number of floors 
and softening the lines of the original de-
sign. In September, Ald. Tom Tunney said 
that the concept was not in keeping with the 
character of the neighborhood, dnainfo.com 
reported.

photo of Black gay
couple goes viral
 A photo of two gay fathers and their 
daughters has gone viral on the Internet. 
 According to NBC Chicago, the photo, post-
ed on the Instagram account KordalenKaleb, 
shows two African-American men doing their 
daughters’ hair and getting them ready for 
school. 
 The photo has more than 14,000 likes on 
Instagram, but has reportedly sparked a so-
cial-media debate, with people asking where 
the children’s mother was and making dispar-
aging remarks about gay couples in general 
and African-American gay couples, specifi-
cally.
 According to the couple’s profile, “We are 
two proud fathers. My name is Kordale. I’m 
from Chicago while my lover Kaleb is born 
and raised in Atlanta, Ga.”

instagram photo of kordale and kaleb that 
went viral.

Get a jump start 
to a new You in 2014

Log on today and receive 

10% off 
your training package

http://www.rightfitforyou.com
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Bethany Evans earned a personal training certificate from National Academy of Sports Medicine and is now 
enrolled at Illinois Institute of Technology, studying mechanical engineering.
 She also is a national champion—a member of the Chicago Force women’s tackle football team, which 
claimed the title in the Women’s Football Alliance (WFA) in 2013. Evans sports Force jersey No. 23 and 
plays cornerback and on the team’s special teams unit.
 “I watched a few games when I first moved to Chicago and became friends with a few of the girls on the 
team,” Evans said. “I decided to join [the team] to become a part of a community.”
 Evans said her highlight from the 2013 season was moments before the championship game, played last 
August in San Diego, when the team was meeting in a hotel conference room.
 “The passion inside each person was emanating and contagious. Every struggle or insecurity dissolved by 
the strength of the girl next to her. We wanted that win and would not accept [a loss]. That moment will 
stay with me forever,” Evans said.
 Evans praised teammate Dawn Pederson for helping her improve. Pederson met Evans after practice and 
helped Evans develop muscle memory “to hit the person in front of me and run around,” she said. “We 
were playing against Atlanta and the linemen were much bigger than me. I’ll never forget the opposing 
lineman screamed, ‘You’ve got heart, 23’ after I successfully executed a move that Dawn had spent so long 
[practicing] with me.”
 Evans has been a counselor for admitted psychiatric patients for almost two years. “I ensure safety and 
facilitate psycho-educational groups, observe and record behaviors of the residents, as well as therapeutically 
adapt responses and programming to patient needs and redirect when patients act inappropriately,” she 
said. “Everyone at work is very supportive of me playing tackle football, though I had to explain it was not 

lingerie or flag football several times.”
 Evans admitted that her family was worried when she 
joined the Force that she would get injured. Ultimately, 
her family became her “biggest fans,” she said. “It 
meant the world to me having my family present for the 
game in Detroit.”

GAY in the
LIFE

Bethany Evans
text By rOss fOrMAn

Age
25

Neighborhood
Wrigleyville

Relationship status
“I like to keep my dating life private, but 
will say that I’m very happy.”

Orientation
“I identify as a lesbian. When it comes 
to girls, I can’t help the urge of holding 
awkward prolonged eye contact praying 
they are as interested as I am.” 

Sporting background 
Captain of her track team in high school, 
played rugby for Michigan State

Hobbies
“Anything spontaneous/different. I 
love going on random trips and trying 
new things. I’m an adrenaline seeker. I 

rock climb, actual rocks, and climb up 
buildings. I snowboard, hike, and do 
races like the Warrior Dash and Tough 
Mudder.”

Favorite TV shows
The Office, Parks and Recreation, and 
Dexter

Favorite movie
“I couldn’t pick a favorite movie, but 
love action/adventure [movies] and 
horror [movies] are good to watch with 
someone [who] will get scared.” 

Favorite pizza topping
Pepperoni 

Little-known fact
“Am a Bloody Mary connoisseur, am 
fluent in German, and a thrill-seeker 
dying to try skydiving and base-
jumping.”

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE
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www.CrawleyForJudge.org

JAMES PATRICK CRAWLEY • DEMOCRAT FOR JUDGE • VEAL VACANCY

• The only LGBT candidate running countywide. 

• Found “Recommended” by the Lesbian and Gay Bar 
   Association of Chicago (LAGBAC).

• Received the highest judicial rating possible from several bar groups, 
   including the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois.

• James Crawley is, “hardworking ... has extensive practice experience... 
   and is well regarded for his dedication to the law and his integrity.” 
   [Source: Chicago Bar Association]

• Endorsed by Congressman Mike Quigley,  State Representative Greg Harris,  
   State Representative Sara Feigenholtz, labor unions and 
   Democratic ward organizations. 

• Has a demonstrated 30-year record supporting LGBT causes 
   and people with HIV/AIDS.

 Say   I Do TO

PRIMARY ELECTION 
MARCH 18, 2014

Photo by carey-navarrete Photography

http://www.crawleyforjudge.org
http://www.keithhousechicago.com


Pardoning Alan 

Letter to the Editor

This is my reaction to the Dec. 23 Windy City 
Times article “Queen pardons gay mathemati-
cian Alan Turing.” 
 First, I am very glad that you brought this 
issue to our attention.
 I believe that Alan did not deserve a par-
don. He deserved an apology from the queen. 
A few years back, the pope apologized to Gali-
leo Galilei for being excommunicated from the 
Catholic Church due to his statement regarding 
Earth not being the center of the universe.
 I am aware that you are not in a position 
to address this issue with the queen; however, 
somebody should have been able to bring this 
topic to us and maybe, if there is an address 
to the UK government, this reaction should be 
sent to them so they know that we want what 
Alan deserves.

Luis G. Zunino
Chicago

To the letter

The Rainbow Sash Movement (LGBT Roman 
Catholics) finds Cardinal George’s letter re-
leased to entire archdiocese on clergy sexual 
abuse astonishing. 
 In the letter, there is no indication of an 
apology to the victims of abuse. Further, the 
cardinal’s explanation that the various offices 
of the archdiocese did not tell him what he 
needed to know about those involved in the 
sexual abuse of minors under his care as cardi-
nal/archbishop of Chicago to be unreasonable.
 Had this been a doctrinal matter, George 
would have been all over it. Why not the same 
attention to the clergy sexual abuse scandal? 
Or was George blinded, in the words of Pope 
Francis, with his obsessing over same-sex mar-
riage, abortion and contraception?
 George will soon be leaving his office as car-
dinal/archbishop of Chicago. He must become 
more accountable for his actions. We call on 
the cardinal to listen to the people of the 
archdiocese on this matter and stop trying to 
absolve the part in played in this matter with 

smoke and mirrors. We also realize the only 
reason the cardinal is issuing this letter to the 
entire archdiocese is because of the pressure 
that was brought to bear by the victims of 
clergy sexual abuse in a legal settlement.
 If George is unable to be fully accountable 
to the people of the archdiocese, we than call 
on his replacement to immediately institute 
a thorough investigation of the archdiocese. 
Such investigation should not be focused on 
passing the buck; rather it should acknowledge 
the full truth wherever that may lead.
 The sincerity of George is suspect, given his 
history as “George the Corrector” in his time 
as the leader of the archdiocese. How could 
he of been unaware of the magnitude of the 
problem? Why is he not then taking immedi-
ate action against those within the chancery 
who refused to share critical information? We 
believe his letter only opens up more questions 
than it responds to. 
 George, the buck stops with you. It is about 
time that you fully accept that responsibility. 

Rainbow Sash Movement
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“Windy city Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBt consumer index 
survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

city was the best performing regional 
media in the u.s. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —david Marshall, research 
director, community Marketing, inc.
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VIEWpOINt

on Jared Leto
and ‘Dallas
Buyers Club’
I sat on the edge of my bed, a fistful of pills 
in the palm of my hand. It was the middle of 
summer in Schaumburg, the small upper-mid-
dle-class Chicago suburb we were living in. It 
was a gorgeous afternoon, and the sun was 
streaming through my bedroom window leav-
ing streaks along the green carpet as I con-
templated taking my own life. I was 16 years 
old, and I would have rather died than gone 
through one more minute as Scott.
 I simply wasn’t what everyone else seemed to 
see, and with my spirit at war with my physical 
self, in 1978, there was no one I could turn 
to. And so I needed out. I needed to run as 
fast and as far away from life as I could. On 
that gorgeous summer day, my mother watered 
her roses as she did every weekend, having no 
idea her son was about to kill himself in his 
bedroom, because he wasn’t her son at all.
 And as the TV turned from its early afternoon 
programming to its later in the day, adult-time 
talk shows, a man with silver hair and glasses 
perched professorially at the end of his nose, 
announced that today on his show, they’d be 
interviewing a new kind of professional show-
girl. In fact; these girls were once men. And my 
head lifted up as if out of a haze, and smiling 
through a sea of sequins and rayon, I saw the 
most glamorous, beautiful, sparkling women 
shine through my television set and replace 
the half setting sun. I caught myself smiling. 
I caught myself actually smiling that day. I sat 
back a little on my bed, occasionally dropping 
a pill or two along the way, and as the inter-
views progressed and the charming and protec-
tive, and always highly sensitive, Phil Donahue 
opened the conversation to the audience; the 
girls were bombarded with the rude and thor-
oughly confused studio audience.
 Exotic and Ann-Margret stunning, the wit of 
the infamous Chili Pepper, (from The Baton 

Showlounge in Chicago; where I eventually 
ended up almost 10 years later), fielded the 
penultimate issue:
 “So ... Are you a male or a female?” a shrill 
woman from the back row screeched.
 Chili raised her hand, brushed a hair aside, 
and said in a husky Zsa Zsa Gabor voice:
 “Darling, I’m a showgirl.”
 And the girls on stage laughed, and so did 
Phil. And so did one or two of the audience 
members.
 As Phil laughed, and I sat crushed against 
my pillow near my bedroom wall, I laughed. It 
was as if I was standing outside of myself, and 
yet I could hear my own voice and I could feel 
my own heart and as my laugh got bigger and 
stronger. I dumped the pills on my night stand 
and watched the rest of the show.
 Recently, on the nationally television Golden 
Globe Awards, Jared Leto gave an acceptance 
speech when he was blessed enough to be hon-
ored for his performance in Dallas Buyers Club. 
He spoke about shaving his legs, he spoke 
about his backside in his bikini, and he spoke 
about a Brazilian wax he never got because it 
seemed to be too much trouble. What he didn’t 
speak about was the transgender woman he 
played, or the millions of other transgender 
people in the audience, or the hundreds of mil-
lions of people around the world who are living 
with and dying from the AIDS virus.
 What Leto did was try desperately to distance 
himself from the person he portrayed. He did 
not want it to be known that he had anything 
in common with Rayon. There were absolutely 
no similarities, and so consequently, he had 
no responsibility. He owed nothing to no one. 
After all, that wasn’t him. It was someone 
else. What Leto doesn’t seem to quite grasp 
yet, is that there is no such thing as charac-
ter. It doesn’t exist. When you rise up to the 
challenges of bringing an imaginary circum-
stance given to you by an author to life by 
being who you are authentically, you don’t do 
it by becoming someone else. No one ever does 
that. I’ve been in the theatre since 1968, and 
never once have I seen an actor sit backstage 
smoking while his Character goes on to give a 
performance. If that’s happening to someone, 
they are either lying, or they need medication.
 So Leto’s attempts at trying to escape the 
part of himself he revealed on screen, not only 
failed, they were dangerous and selfish.
 Finding your authentic voice is a journey all 
of us move towards. There is no such thing as 
someone who’s finished, someone who has all 
the answers, or someone who’s figured it all 

out. That’s not true of anyone in the middle of 
the human experience. And in order for us to 
move forward, to keep going, to keep search-
ing, we have to share who we actually are with 
each other. Deeply, ultimately and profoundly. 
This is the great way into the human spirit. 
This is how we give. This is how we learn. The 
more we keep inside, the more we run away. 
And as I’ve found out through my 50 years on 
the planet: You can only run so far and for so 
long, eventually You catch up to You. If Jared 
would breathe through his own gift and know 
that Rayon lives, and had always lived, inside 
of him and the work, and the skill comes from 
releasing this gift over and over in a repeat-
able way, he’d be larger for it. He did this. He 
lived this. He went through it and survived this 
journey, not his character. So, in doing this, 
in sharing this with us, in claiming his own 
voice, he might have given another 16-year-old 
a reason to drop their handful of pills. But Leto 
chose to run, and it’s less about what he said, 
and more about what he didn’t say.
 So I only hope that as he begins to pick up 
more and more things to put on his shelf, at 
the end of the day, he turns to someone who 
may be lost in the universe, and he admits that 
he sees them. He can see them and there is 
no shame or guilt or need for rage attached to 
who they actually are, no matter what everyone 
else is saying. If, as he’s grasping on to one 
more shiny gold thing in his life and standing 
before millions of people, he remembers that 
there is no shame for him to reveal openly, he 
will in turn, give that gift to someone watch-
ing. That is beautiful. That is courageous. And 
if he can do it through his own sense of joy and 
humility, he might change the world. Because 
that’s how we do it: one spirit at a time. But 
we can’t do it, if we all don’t allow ourselves 
to remember we don’t have to run from what is 
truly calling us.
 And who knows? If it’s only one soul he 
reaches, that’s the one that may end up bring-
ing the glory of peaceful revolution to a bone-
weary time. Jared’s only one voice, I realize 
that. But one voice has the power to resonate 
through the deepest, darkest hours and light 
the way for a new beginning to a life half lead. 
I know. It happened to me.
 Billings, a former chicagoan, is an actress, 
author, teacher and activist. this column 
originally appeared on huffington Post, 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alexandra-
billings/hearing-jarod-leto_b_4607895.
html.
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By MAry shen BArnidGe 
 
During the frigid January of 1994, Remains 
Theater exhorted people to attend its produc-
tion of Caryl Churchill’s Mad forest by embla-
zoning a banner across its print advertisement 
proclaiming “SCREW THE WEATHER!” However 
brutally the snow and chill may have inaugu-
rated 2014, it won’t stop us from enjoying our-
selves at a nice, warm, well-staged play. 
 Seanachai Theatre’s timely ensemble-based 
interpretation of Conor McPherson’s seafarer 
at the Den defied the holiday hullabaloo to 
extend until Feb. 1 (phone 866-811-4111), 
while Pride Films and Plays’ revival of Lillian 
Hellman’s 1934 shocker, the children’s hour, 
continues at the Flatiron through Feb. 9 (800-
832-3006) and Shattered Globe’s revival of 
Timberlake Wertenbaker’s Our country’s Good 
at the Athenaeum through Feb. 20 (773-975-
8150). Oracle’s remount of the Mother offers 
a somber look at maternal duties according to 
Brecht from Jan. 23-March 1 (252-220-0269), 
and the Side Project, after opening the rarely-
performed through the leaves—starring Chi-
cago favorites Laurie Larson and H.B. Ward—
during the new year’s week snowstorm, gamely 
continues to Feb. 2 (773-340-0140). 
 Strawdog’s remount of Pontypool, Tony Bur-
gess’ paranoia-fueled science-fiction thriller, 
offers visceral heat through Feb. 2 (773-528-
9889), as does Bare Knuckle Productions’ in-
glourious Bitches at the Ravenswood Studios 
through Jan. 25 (773-998-2671), and if sea-
sonal affective disorder makes you long for 

nothing more than a good laugh, you can find 
those at Commedia Beauregard’s irreverent the 
Mandrake running at the Raven through Feb. 4 
(800-838-3006) or at Old Jews telling Jokes 
at the Royal George—now featuring guest ap-
pearances by Chicago celebs telling their own 
favorite jokes—through March 30 (312-988-
9000). 
 Following on last year’s harvest of reconceived 
interpretations from the classic repertoire, Idle 
Muse presents rites and sacrifices, updating 
Euripides’ the suppliant Women from 423 BC 
to a more recent post-war domestic crisis (Feb. 
22-March 23; 773-340-9438), as does Polarity 
with Macbeth at the Greenhouse (Feb. 1-March 
2;773-404-7336) and Red Theater’s three sol-
diers (for sisters), which views the thwarted 
dreams of Chekhov’s Prozorov siblings from the 
vantage of their paramours (Feb. 22-March 23; 
773-733-0540). 
 Lifeline Theatre unveils Christopher M. 
Walsh’s new adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
A tale of two cities (Feb. 24-April 6; 773-
761-4477) and Northlight debuts Jon Jory’s 
page-to-stage translation of Henry Fielding’s 
tom Jones through Feb. 23 (847-673-6300). 
City Lit’s traditional interpretation of Shake-
speare’s most tune-filled play, the tempest, 
is enhanced by Kingsley Day’s fresh new score 
(Feb. 3-March 16;773-293-3682), Teatro Vista, 
in residency at the Biograph, relocates Arthur 
Miller’s tale of post-WW II immigrant aspira-
tions, A View from the Bridge, to modern-day 
Pilsen (April 15-May 18; 773-871-3000), while 
The Hypocrites get a jump-start on the festival 

season with a trilogy of short plays presented 
under the collective title the tennessee Wil-
liams Project, running through March 2 at the 
Chopin (773-525-5991). 
 The season also features a quartet of plays 
focused on extraordinary women, begin-
ning with Joan of Arc—as portrayed by Jean 
Anouilh in the lark, and staged by Promethe-
an Theatre at the Athenaeum (Jan. 25-Feb. 22; 
773-935-6875), and by George Bernard Shaw 
in saint Joan, performed as a concert reading 
by ShawChicago at the Ruth Page (Feb. 1-24; 
312-337-6453). House Theatre’s current com-
pany sorceress, Paige Collins, conjures magic 
in the rose and the rime at the Chopin 
(Jan. 26-March 9; 773-278-1500) and Henrik 
Ibsen’s rebellious wife wreaks domestic havoc 
in hedda Gabler at Glencoe’s Writers Theatre 
(through March 16; 847-242-6000). 
 Audiences will find popular favorites like J.M. 
Synge’s the Playboy of the Western World 
on the Raven mainstage (Feb. 10-April 5;773-

338-2177) and August Wilson’s seven Guitars 
at Hyde Park’s Court Theatre (through Feb. 9; 
773-753-4472), as well as recent premieres like 
Lynn Nottage’s Ruined, presented by Eclipse 
Theatre at the Athenaeum as part of their “one 
season, one playwright” program from April 21-
May 25 (773-935-6875). Others are rarely-seen 
landmark dramas like Peter Nichols’ 1960s-vin-
tage A day in the death of Joe egg, presented 
by Stage Left at Theater Wit (through Feb. 16; 
773-975-8150) and nostalgic family comedies 
like St. Charles’ Fox Valley Repertory resurrec-
tion of cheaper by the dozen, hearkening to 
an age when 12 children were not considered 
excessive progeny (March 27-April 3; 630-584-
6342). 
 With the worst of 2014 over (let’s hope), it’s 
time for us to seek reminders of resiliency and 
renewal. We can look for inspiration to our gar-
dens or baseball teams, but Ars Victrix—”only 
art endures”—so why shouldn’t we also find it 
at the theater?

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

film critic richard knight Jr. examines Will you still love Me tomorrow (above)? see page 27.  

MOVIES
‘day’ time.

Page 14
Photo from A Day in the Death

of Joe Egg by Johnny Knight

shellfish behavior.
Page 26

Photo of oysters at Acre
by Shira Kollins

Oscar nods.
Page 28

Sandra Bullock in Gravity;
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WINTER THEATER SPECIAL

Neither rain nor snow:
Productions persevere
this frigid season
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THEATER REVIEW

The Phantom
of the Opera
Playwright: richard stilgoe and 
Andrew lloyd Webber 
At: cadillac Palace theatre, 
151 W. randolph st. 
tickets: 800-775-2000;
www.Broadwayinchicago.com; $23-$115. 
runs through: March 2

By Jerry nunn

Happy 25th anniversary to The Phantom of 
the Opera! This popular Broadway is now up-
dated and reimagined, with new props, sets 
and costumes. There is still more pomp and 
circumstance intact in this production than a 
Liberace and Elton John concert combined.
 The longest-running musical in Broadway his-
tory tells the story of an opera house haunted 
by a disfigured composer who lives underneath 
it. A chorus singer named Christine Daae moves 
into the spotlight and quickly becomes his 
obsession. Their fate unfolds in two and half 
hours.
 The “Music of the Night” is there, with the 
classic Andrew Lloyd Webber score and lyrics by 
Charles Hart having captivated audiences for 
years.
 The new blocking moves things along quickly 
with a lot of smoke and mirrors. It was inter-
esting to note that cables now help the actors 
descend the appearing out of thin air tower 
stairs without falling in the new hi tech show.
 The secondary characters take a back seat to 
main love triangle of Christine, Phantom and 
Raoul until Ubaldo Piangi arrives on the scene. 
Played by flamboyant face-painted Frank Vive-
ros, he is a hoot to watch. Then Jacquelynne 
Fontaine, as Carlotta, almost steals the show 
as the diva delivering lines like “Your part is 
silent, little toad!”
 The already massively popular show still 
needs a bit more tweaking in places to fill out 
the storyline. For example, in the relationship 
between Christine Daae and the phantom, 
things need to be fleshed out more. Is she 
sympathetic to his plight or truly in love with 
the man? Possibly adding tender Beauty and 
the Beast moments drives that point home. It 
is difficult to see why she puts up with actions 
such as strangling her and driving her abso-
lutely mad at times. Phantom of the Opera was 
originally a labor of love for Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s then-wife Sarah Brightman, so it seems 
logical to have more of that in the storyline. 
Christine makes a deal with the devil not to 
just be a stand-in for Carlotta’s role, and seems 
fully developed.
 Cooper Grodin has some nice moments per-
sonifying a frustrated Phantom. The mask is off 
this time around while only being hinted at in 
past incarnations.
 Julia Udine, personifying Christine, performs 
well vocally and has a wide-eyed innocence. 
There are a few microphone fade-outs during 

Udine’s solos on opening night but were fairly 
minor in occurrence.
 Raoul—played by recently Windy City Times 
interview subject Ben Jacoby—has the pipes 
but sometimes doesn’t transcend beyond play-
ing a third wheel, although this is more the 
script’s fault.
 Linda Balgord, who plays the ballet teacher 
Madame Giry, channels the Black Swan head-
mistress to a tee.
 The “Masquerade” dance sequence in front of 
mirrors is a highpoint and a delight to watch.
 Sitting on the fourth row under the chande-
lier, the rubber glass brought the show liter-
ally into my lap. Cast members even stroll right 
down the aisles at given points. The phantom’s 
voice is projected around the room, and works 
as a nice stage trick.
 For those shelling out big money for tickets, 
this show gives fans plenty—as the 18 truck-
loads of sets exemplify. Dressing for opening 
night has become so casual it was a treat to 
see attendees dressed in opera-style regalia to 
show off their night at the theater.
 Looking for drama? Phantom has bucketloads 
of it. So throw Cats out with the kitty litter—
this is the Webber musical to see! The Phantom 
haunts another opera house soon, so get your 
tickets today.   

the Phantom of the Opera. Photo by Matthew Murphy

THEATER REVIEW

Mr. Shaw Goes 
to Hollywood
Playwright: Mark saltzman 
At: Madkap Productions at the 
Greenhouse theater center, 
2257 n. lincoln Ave. 
tickets: 773-404-7336; 
www.greenhousetheater.org; $20-$30 
runs through: feb. 16

By MAry shen BArnidGe

Imagine a Nobel-winning English playwright, 
on an extended vacation with his wife, who 
visits a factory in the U.S. motion-picture 
industry, where his presence is viewed by his 
hosts as an opportunity to secure film rights 
to one of his plays. What makes this premise 
even more intriguing is that it actually hap-
pened. On March 29, 1933, George Bernard 
Shaw and Charlotte Townshend Shaw were 
given a tour of the MGM studios by Louis B. 
Mayer, with lunch provided by popular inge-
nue Marion Davies, attended by silver-screen 
headliners Clark Gable and John Barrymore, 
along with newspaper mogul William Ran-
dolph Hearst. 
 For author Mark Saltzman, it all started with 
a single photograph, snapped at the fate-
ful meal, leading him to research the sur-
rounding events, beginning with the Shaws’ 
flight to Los Angeles making an emergency 
landing in Malibu, forcing the tourists to 
solicit a ride to their destination in a road-
ster piloted by an irreverent UCLA student. 
Also documented is the misguided luncheon 

menu planned for the vegetarian guest of 
honor, the rivalries between film companies 
and the risks engendered by their employees’ 
peccadilloes. Shaw himself contributes to 
the clash of cultures, candidly disapproving 
Barrymore’s edited Hamlet and inadvertently 
distressing an actress with an ill-conceived 
joke. 
 Saltzman’s affection for a Tinseltown 
not yet as cynical as today is evident in 
the conversations, however speculative, 
he constructs for his characters: Charlotte 
Shaw’s gracious composure—during tete-
a-tetes with Davies, and later, Barrymore, 
over teacups of bootleg whiskey—provides 
a welcome contrast to her husband’s acer-
bic wit. Indeed, the Shaws’ innate reticence 
often serves to expose not just the profes-
sional, but the personal, agendas of their 
insecure Yankee admirers. (Barrymore misses 
the stage, Davies wants artistic recognition, 
Hearst tries to buy it for her, Gable wants to 
keep his job while dogging around. Even the 
houseboy asks for time off to audition for bit 
roles, and the sentry at the studio gate flogs 
a screenplay.) 
 MadKap Productions likewise resists the 
temptation to play this material as flat-out 
farce, instead adopting, under John Nasca’s 
direction, a light touch not unlike the mov-
ies of the period under scrutiny. Bill Cham-
berlain and Anita Kallen anchor the sturdy 
ensemble in the roles of Mr. and Mrs. Shaw, 
while Cat Hermes lends a rare poignancy to 
her portrayal of the unappreciated Davies—
all adding up to plenty of nostalgic insider 
fun for those recalling when Hollywood was 
a workplace instead of a fantasyland. 

CRITICS’ PICKS
 Madama Butterfly, Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago, through Jan. 26. Lesbian soprano 
Patricia Racette returns to one of her 
signature roles of a jilted Japanese bride 
in Puccini’s tear-jerking tragedy. Director 
Michael Grandage’s production is starkly 
simple. SCM
 Pontypool, Strawdog Theatre Company, 
through Feb. 2. If you don’t have an emer-
gency plan in the event of hostile alien in-
vasion, the sixty minutes of Tony Burgess’ 
science-fiction bunker-drama will have 
you contemplating one. MSB
 Port Authority, Writers Theatre, extend-
ed through March 2. Exquisite acting, and 
commonplace speech elevated to poetry, 
infuse this tender and introspective piece 
about three Irishmen of different genera-
tions who bare their rueful souls about the 
women who got away. JA
 the seafarer, Seanachaí Theatre at the 
Den, through Feb. 1. This room-sized pro-
duction of Conor McPherson’s rowdy par-
able of redemption for sinners played to 
packed houses even during the holiday 
snowstorms, and you’ve got only two more 
weeks to see why. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

A Day in the 
Death of Joe Egg
Playwright: Peter nichols 
At: stage left at theater Wit, 
1229 W. Belmont Ave. 
tickets: 773-973-8150; 
www.theaterwit.org; $20-$27 
runs through: feb. 16

By MAry shen BArnidGe

Brian and Sheila live in a cozy two-story house 
with a flea-infested cat, a pair of parakeets, 
a bowl of fish and veritable groves of potted 
plants. Their home is also occupied by a se-
verely disabled 10-year-old daughter. Her name 
is Josephine, but her sire and dame have tak-
en to calling her “Joe Egg,” the British slang 
equivalent to our “bump on a log” (as in “sit-
ting there, doing nothing, like a...”). 
 In a thriving urban center in 2014, these un-
lucky progenitors would have an abundance of 
social-service counselors and agencies to assist 
them in the care of an invalid whose almost 
nonexistent brain activity renders her barely 
more functional—perhaps even less—than 
the flora and fauna. In the England of 1967, 
however, the post-war industrial community of 
Bristol is bereft of conveniences we take for 
granted (private-residential telephones, for ex-
ample). Brian is a Sunday painter; Sheila put-
ters around with an amateur theater group; and 

well-meaning friends and meddlesome relatives 
offer fatuous advice, but nothing can alleviate 
the marital stress engendered by guilt, uncer-
tainty and a lifestyle wholly focused on a child 
who will never grow to be an adult. 
 Harrowing tales of heroic couples dealing with 
medical disasters are commonplace nowadays, 
but the grim humor Peter Nichols invokes in 
portraying his characters—particularly, his de-
cision to display wee Joe in all her vegetative 
torpor onstage—both shocked and repelled au-
diences still recovering from news photographs 
of thalidomide-afflicted infants (one of Brian’s 
pictures, entitled “The Thalidomide Kid,” de-
picts a gunslinger with stunted limbs riding a 
wheelchair). Another period motif is the ten-
dency of Nichols’ dramatis personae to address 
us directly, confiding in us the secrets that 
they cannot share with their alleged intimates. 
 These shifts in dimension are difficult to con-
vey—indeed, may present a greater challenge 
than the play’s disturbing subject matter—but 
under Greg Werstler’s precision direction, we 
soon come to accept the boundaries of Nichols’ 
narrative structure. Easing us into sympathy 
for this suffering family is Stage Left’s tightly 
integrated ensemble, led by Vance Smith and 
Kendra Thulin as the beleaguered parents, and 
featuring uncaricatured performances by Brian 
Plocharczyk and Annie Prichard as shallow 
neighbors Freddie and Pam, Marssie Mencotti 
as doting grandma Grace and the praiseworthy 
Piper Bailey, who never betrays the illusion of 
Joe’s restricted capabilities by so much as an 
unscripted sniff or wriggle.  

Mr. shaw Goes 
to hollywood. 
Photo by scott 
richardson
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THEATER REVIEW

Out Loud
Playwrights: Olivia dawson, ray Proctor
At: eta creative Arts foundation, 
7558 s. south chicago Ave.
tickets: www.etacreativearts.org; 
773-752-3955; $30
runs through: March 9
By Jonathan Abarbanel

By JOnAthAn ABArBAnel

There’s a whole mess o’ sketch comedy, a touch 
of tenderness and a pinch of psychodrama in 
Out Loud, a Chicago premiere at eta Creative 
Arts Foundation. It’s a winning combination as 
directed by co-author Olivia Dawson and per-
formed by an engaging cast with comic chops 
to spare. But that’s not all.
 Out Loud concerns a straight woman and a 
gay man who become best friends, discovering 
and testing the limits of patience, acceptance 
and—eventually—love in the manner of all 
deep relationships, whether romantic or pla-
tonic. It’s not, specifically, a gay play but it’s 
the first I’ve seen at eta with an openly gay 
character shown in a positive light. Being gay 
doesn’t make Benny’s issues easier for him but 
the issues would be there, anyway. The open-
ing-night audience was notably gay, a first in 
my experience at the eta theater. As Glinda the 
Good said to the Munchkins, “Come out, come 
out wherever you are!”
 Benny comes from an upbringing he describes 
as “mean, abusive” and is caught between es-
caping that world and a white world which he 
identifies as more romantic and tolerant, even 
as it pigeon-holes him into African-American 
male stereotypes. He is drawn to unworthy 
white boyfriends. Eva, for her part, under-
stands how difficult it is for a woman to live 
and act independently, and constantly throws 
up emotional walls even as she seeks male ap-
proval, and methodically hunts for a father for 
the children she’s eager to have. Benny and 
Eva, both aspiring actors, call each other’s 
bluffs and sometimes get rough, but mainly it 
gets funny, very funny.
 Co-authors Dawson and Ray Proctor are the 
models for Eva and Benny and the play, re-
ally, is distilled double autobiography of two 
smart, educated and caring people who have 
no sacred cows: they touch on racism, reverse 
racism, Black-on-Black violence, white stereo-
typing, the n-word as used among Blacks, the 
church, white casting directors and more. I 
don’t think anyone can see Out Loud without 
changing his/her thinking a little bit. For ex-
ample, the play referenced a song by Rodgers 
and Hammerstein which the audience immedi-
ately picked up. If I’d been asked beforehand, 
I would have said, “Oh, African-American au-
diences don’t know R&H.” A small thing, but 
thanks for the attitude adjustment.
 The cast of Out Loud is a treasure. Watson 
Swift and Melanie Loren offer charm and pas-
sion as Benny and Eva, with Swift bringing a 
hint of mature weariness to Benny, balanced 
by Loren’s vivacity. Quick-change artists Nakia 

Allen and David Guiden play everyone else, 
defining characters both Black and white in 
a flash, to devastating comic effect. Guiden, 
given greater opportunities than Allen, offers 
a particularly brilliant comic performance.

 At the end of the road is a world-premiere musical about a 22-year-old college graduate who 
finds himself on a cross-country walk across the United States to search for new direction to 
his life. Circle Theatre and Garden City Theatre Project have teamed on this work that is both 
written and performed by its nine-member ensemble of performers who are directed by Nicho-
las Reinhart. At the End of the Road plays a six-performance engagement between Thursday, 
Jan. 23, and Sunday, Jan. 26, at the Madison Street Theatre, 1010 W. Madison St., Oak Park. 
Performance times are at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday with 3 p.m. matinees Saturday and 
Sunday. Admission is $30, and $28 for students and seniors; call 773-404-7336 or visit www.
circle-theatre.org for more information. Rehearsal photo by Jennifer Bludgen

SPOTLIGHT

Out loud. Photo from eta creative Arts

don’t miss it! 
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. It combines 4 medicines into 
1 pill to be taken once a day with 
food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not 
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking 
STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have 
body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your 
blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include 
feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea or vomiting, feeling cold 
especially in your arms and legs, 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or 
a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver 
may become large (hepatomegaly) 
and fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of 
liver problems include your skin or 
the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get 
lactic acidosis or serious liver 
problems if you are female, very 
overweight (obese), or have been 
taking STRIBILD for a long time. In 
some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV 
and stop taking STRIBILD, your 
hepatitis may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will 
need to monitor your health. 
STRIBILD is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, 
ergotamine, methylergonovine, 
cisapride, lovastatin, simvastatin, 
pimozide, sildenafi l when used for 
lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to 
treat HIV-1 infection, or the 
medicine adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible 
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do 
regular blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. 
If you develop kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may tell 
you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone 
pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen 
in people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght 
infections. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects
of STRIBILD include nausea and 
diarrhea. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any side effects that 
bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my 
healthcare provider before 
taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be 
sure to tell your healthcare provider 
if you have or had any kidney, bone, 
or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, 
including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. STRIBILD 
may affect the way other medicines 
work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep 
a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any 
new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking 
with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based 
birth control (pills, patches, rings, 
shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take 
antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant 
or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD 
can harm your 
unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant 
while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, 
some medicines in 
STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. It combines 4 medicines into 
1 pill to be taken once a day with 
food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not 
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking 
STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have 
body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your 
blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include 
feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea or vomiting, feeling cold 
especially in your arms and legs, 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or 
a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver 
may become large (hepatomegaly) 
and fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of 
liver problems include your skin or 
the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get 
lactic acidosis or serious liver 
problems if you are female, very 
overweight (obese), or have been 
taking STRIBILD for a long time. In 
some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV 
and stop taking STRIBILD, your 
hepatitis may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will 
need to monitor your health. 
STRIBILD is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, 
ergotamine, methylergonovine, 
cisapride, lovastatin, simvastatin, 
pimozide, sildenafi l when used for 
lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to 
treat HIV-1 infection, or the 
medicine adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible 
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do 
regular blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. 
If you develop kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may tell 
you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone 
pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen 
in people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght 
infections. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects
of STRIBILD include nausea and 
diarrhea. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any side effects that 
bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my 
healthcare provider before 
taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be 
sure to tell your healthcare provider 
if you have or had any kidney, bone, 
or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, 
including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. STRIBILD 
may affect the way other medicines 
work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep 
a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any 
new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking 
with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based 
birth control (pills, patches, rings, 
shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take 
antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant 
or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD 
can harm your 
unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant 
while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, 
some medicines in 
STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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By lAuren WArnecke

After a packed and very fruitful fall season, one 
might presume that the dance world would go 
into hibernation for awhile. Au contraire, mes 
amies. The cold months are quite packed with 
some heavy hitters on the touring circuit as 
well as many of our hometown heroes, big and 
small. Here’s a sneak peek of things to consider 
adding to your winter dance card:
 —the Joffrey Ballet goes ultra-modern at 
the Auditorium Theatre Feb. 12-25 in an all-
contemporary program with Chicago premieres 
of Crossing Ashland (2012) from Chicagoan 
Brock Clawson and the 2002 Continuum from 
Christopher Wheeldon. Also on the program 
is the visually, technically, and conceptually 
stunning Episode 31, Alexander Ekman’s black-
and- white beauty that premiered this summer 
at the Chicago Dancing Festival. Whether you 
like ballet or not, this program is not to be 
missed. www.Joffrey.org
 —hamburg Ballet returns to the Harris The-
ater for Music and Dance for a second time with 
John Neumeier’s Third Symphony of Gustav 
Mahler. The critically acclaimed evening-length 
work premiered in 1975 and is now amongst 
the repertories of Paris Opera Ballet and the 
Royal Swedish Ballet. As the only U.S. venue 
to present the work on this tour, this two-night 
engagement (Feb. 19-20) is a really big deal. 
www.harristheaterchicago.org
 —Also coming up at the Harris is the one-
night-only stePz featuring tap genius Savion 

Glover on Jan. 24, and the inaugural “Eat (and 
Drink) to the Beat” on Jan. 30, a $5 happy 
hour spinoff of the successful lunch series. 
Next door to the Harris, Winifred Haun & Danc-
ers reconfigures its wildly successful Vision, 
Faith & Desire, a performance inspired by Mar-
tha Graham and showing at Pritzker Pavilion 
Feb. 6-8. www.brownpapertickets.com
 —the dance center of columbia college 
continues its 40th-season celebration with a 
packed lineup. February features a tribute to 
Hip Hop with France’s Compagnie Kafig (Feb. 
20-22) and Philadelphia-based Raphael Xavier 
(Feb. 27-Mar. 1). Included in the “hiphopap-
olooza” are free workshops, lectures, panel dis-
cussions and dance battles throughout the two 
week festival. 
 A double bill of Chicago-based khecari and 
the humans runs February 6-8, with Julia Rae 
Antonick’s recently premiered cresset: vibrant, 
rusting alongside Jonathan Meyer’s duet for 
two men Esther & the Omphali and Rachel Bun-
ting’s my my gray sky, a work for thirteen per-
formers inspired by childhood playgrounds. The 
Dance Center is also co-presenting the highly 
anticipated return of Cloud Gate Dance Theatre 
of Taiwan and its legendary Songs of the Wan-
derers March 14 and 16 with the Auditorium 
Theatre of Roosevelt University (where perfor-
mances will take place) and The Joffrey Ballet. 
www.colum.edu/Dance_Center
 —the leopold Group opens Archipelago 
Jan. 24 at Stage 773. The series of solos and 
duets are carefully strung together to make 

an evening of cohesive work by some heavy 
hitters in the indie dance scene. Included on 
the bill are Leopold, Enid Smith, Cara Newman, 
Jessie Marasa and Kristina Fluty, among others. 
Thodos Dance Chicago premieres new work Feb. 
22 at the North Shore Center for the Performing 
Arts in a compelling collaboration with archi-
tect Jeanne Gang. The bill also includes reviv-
als of A Light in the Dark, a story ballet on the 
lives of Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan, and 
Ahmad Simmon’s smash hit Panem Nostrum 
Quoditianum (www.northshorechenter.org). 

Thodos brings the program to the city March 
8-9 at the Harris Theater.
 —links hall continues to thrive in its new 
home on Western Avenue, and this winter plays 
host to performances by emerging companies 
Esoteric Dance Project (Feb. 7-9); dropshift-
dance (Feb. 28-March 2), led by long-time 
Zephyr dancer Andrea Cerniglia; and Philip El-
son Dance (March 14-16). It’s always a win-win 
to see excellent up-and-coming dance with a 
hot toddy by one’s side. For Links, that’s just 
another day in the office. www.linkshall.org
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khecari. Photo by ryan Bourque

‘Ain’t Misbehavin’’ 
at Stage 773 Feb. 1 
  Porchlight Music Theatre and Managing 
Artistic Director Michael Weber announced 
that the Tony-winning Thomas “Fats” Waller 
musical revue Ain’t Misbehavin’ will run Feb. 
1-March 9 at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont 
Ave.
 Previews are Saturday, Feb. 1 at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Feb. 2, at 2 and 6 p.m.; and Monday, 
Feb. 3, at 7:30 p.m. Opening/press Night is 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, at 7:30 p.m. The regular run 
schedule is Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays at 
4 and 8 p.m.; and Sundays at 2 p.m. There 
is an added matinee performance Thursday, 
March 6, at 1 p.m. 
 Tickets are $30 for previews and $43.50 for 
all other performances. Visit PorchlightMu-
sicTheatre.org.

John O’Hurley 
to reprise 
‘Chicago’ role 
  Broadway in Chicago and producers Barry 
and Fran Weissler announced that award-

winning actor John O’Hurley will reprise the 
role of Billy Flynn in Chicago. 
 Chicago will play the Bank of American 
Theatre, 18 W. Monroe St., Feb. 25-March 2.
 Among other things, O’Hurley played J. Pe-
terman on Seinfeld; is a past champion on 
Dancing with the Stars; performed in Chicago 
on Broadway; and released the CDs Peace of 
Our Minds and Secrets from the Lake.
 Visit www.BroadwayInChicago.com or 
www.ChicagoTheMusical.com.

‘Tennessee 
Williams’ running 
through March 2 
  The Hypocrites is running The Tennessee 
Williams Project through Sunday, March 2, at 
Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division St.
 The event is a night of three one-act plays, 
directed and devised by Matt Hawkins, win-
ner of the Jeff Award for Best Director and 
Musical for The Hypocrites’ 2010 production 
of Cabaret.
 Ticket prices are $28 and can be purchased 
by visiting the-hypocrites.com or by calling 
773-525-5991.

Ain’t Misbehavin’. Photo by Brandon dahlquist

BY SARAH TREEM                 
               directed by Keira Fromm

(773) 281-8463
timelinetheatre.com

Janet Ulrich Brooks. Elizabeth Ledo. 
              Performances start January 28

A smart and compelling new play about 
science, family, and survival of the fittest.

http://www.timelinetheatre.com
http://www.brownpapertickets.com
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By scOtt c. MOrGAn
   
The LGBT community strives to be as accepting 
and inclusive as possible. So this season, check 
several of the shows below as they touch upon 
issues of sexuality, gender and more. There are 
readings, Chicago and world premieres and 
classic musicals that should be checked off on 
any gay person’s cultural punch card. All shows 
in Chicago unless otherwise noted.

new (in general and to chicago):
 when last we flew, About Face Theatre at 
Stage 773, Jan. 25-26. About Face Theatre’s 
Out Front series of new play readings continues 
with Harrison David Rivers’ new drama about 
a Kansas teenager whose life is changed after 
he steals his small town library’s copy of Tony 
Kushner’s Angels in America plays. www.about-
facetheatre.com
 Aimee and Jaguar, Northwestern University 
Josephine Louis Theater, Evanston, Jan. 31 
through Feb. 9. Lillian Groag provides a stage 
adaptation of Erica Fisher’s book of interviews 
about the love between a Jewish woman and a 
German soldier’s wife during the dying days of 
World War II. www.communication.northwest-
ern.edu
 fifty shades of shakespeare, (re)discover 
theatre at Mary’s Attic, Jan. 31 through Feb. 
17. The audience gets to decide which roles 
the company of four actors play in what prom-
ises to be a comic gender-bending take on the 
Bard. www.rediscovertheatre.com
 sons of the Prophet, American Theater 
Company, Jan. 31 through March 9. Two gay 
brothers try to keep their Lebanese-American 
family together after suffering some devastat-
ing personal losses in this critically acclaimed 
and award-winning 2011 off-Broadway drama 
by Stephen Karam (Speech & Debate, columbi-

nus). www.atcweb.org
 from White Plains, Broken Nose Theatre at 
Greenhouse Theater, Feb. 2 through March 3. 
This 2012 off-off-Broadway drama by Michael 
Perlman imagines what might happen when a 
grown man suddenly becomes the target of a 
world-wide anti-bullying campaign when he’s 
accused of being the primary person respon-
sible for driving a gay classmate to commit 
suicide years ago. www.brokennosetheatre.com
 cock, Profiles Theatre, The Main Stage, Feb. 
14 through April 6. A woman sexually lures 
away a man who was previously part of a trou-
bled gay couple, causing the jilted partner to 
retaliate in Mike Bartlett’s hit London and off-
Broadway comedy. www.profilestheatre.org.
 road show, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
March 13 through May 4. This 2009 off-Broad-
way musical by out composer Stephen Sond-
heim and playwright John Weidman is actually 
the final version of their show Bounce that 
played the Goodman Theatre in a critically 
dismissed 2003 production. Like Bounce, Road 
Show is based upon on the talented and con-
niving real-life Mizner brothers, one of whom 
briefly had a happy gay relationship in Florida. 
www.chicagoshakes.com
 Brahman/i: A One-hijra stand up comedy 
show, About Face Theatre and Silk Road Rising 
at Historic Chicago Temple, March 27 through 
April 27. Fawzia Mirza stars in the title role of 
the Chicago premiere of Aditi Brennan Kapil’s 
play that explores the history, mythology and 
high school existance behind an Indian inter-
sex person, or “hijra.” www.aboutfacetheatre.
com or www.silkroadrising.org.
 songs from an unmade Bed, Pride Films 
and Plays at Apollo Theater Studio, March 29 
through April 27. Lyricist Mark Campbell col-
laborated with 18 different composers for this 
18-number song cycle about the experiences 

of gay men living in a major metropolitan city. 
Though the original 2005 off-Broadway produc-
tion only featured one performer, Pride Films 
and Plays has engaged three ensemble mem-
bers for this Chicago premiere. www.pridefilm-
sandplays.com.
    
classics:
 the tennessee Williams Project, The Hypo-
crites at Chopin Theatre, now through March 2. 
Three rarely produced one-acts, The Big Game, 
And Tell Sad Stories of the Death of Queens 
and The Remarkable Rooming House of Mme 

Le Monde, feature this famed out playwright 
touching upon the aching need for love and 
the isolation that comes from rejection. www.
the-hypocrites.com
 the children’s hour, Pride Films and Plays at 
Collaboraction in Flat Iron Arts Building, now 
through Feb. 9. Lillian Hellman’s daring 1934 
drama about two teachers accused of being les-
bians at an all-girl school is back in a freshly 
minted Jeff-Recommended production. www.
pridefilmsandplays.com. 
 cabaret, Marriott Theatre, Lincolnshire, now 
through March 16. Before New York’s Round-
about Theatre Company revives is Tony Award-
winning 1998 revival of Kander and Ebb’s clas-
sic 1966 musical at Studio 54 in late March, 
you can catch Cabaret locally in the round in 
Lincolnshire. Meet with the second-rate British 
singer Sally Bowles and her bisexual boyfriend, 
Cliff Bradshaw, in this entertaining and dis-
turbing show depicting the decadence of inter-
war Berlin just as the Nazis were coming to 
power. www.marriotttheatre.com
 Gypsy, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Feb. 
6 through March 23. Out director Gary Griffin 
takes on this classic 1959 Broadway musical by 
out playwright Arthur Laurents, composer Jule 
Styne and out lyricist Stephen Sondheim. See 
why the role of Madame Rose is often consid-
ered on par with King Lear when Tony Award-
nominee Louise Pitre (Mamma Mia) plays the 
ultimate “stage mother from hell” in this high-
ly mythologized story about the childhood and 
rise to fame of burlesque star Gypsy Rose Lee. 
www.chicagoshakes.com
 rent, Paramount Theatre, March 12 through 
April 6. This Aurora-based theater that has 
been producing Broadway-caliber work closes 
out its season with a new production of the late 
Jonathan Larson’s 1996 Pulitzer Prize-winning 
musical Rent. Jeff Award-winning out director 
Jim Corti stages this La Boheme-inspired story 
of love, friendship and loss among of group of 
bohemian New Yorkers in the age of HIV and 
AIDS. www.paramountaurora.com

WINTER THEATER SPECIAL

LGBT winter theater picks

the tennessee Williams Project. Photo by 
Matthew Gregory hollis
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Northlight Theatre | 9501 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie IL | FREE PARKING

847.673.6300
northlight.org

“This Witty, Swashbuckling, 
utterly Charming piece of  
work is a great bit of fun!”        –Broadwayworld.com

adapted by 

JON JORY
from the novel by 

HENRY FIELDING 

directed by 

WILLIAM BROWN
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WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG | 847-242-6000

2013/14 SEASON SPONSOR

Corporate Sponsor

HEDDA  
GABLER
BY HENRIK IBSEN
TRANSLATED BY NICHOLAS RUDALL  
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

NOW PLAYING 
Performed at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe
Minutes from Chicago on the Edens or Metra

http://www.northlight.org
http://www.writerstheatre.org
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By scOtt c. MOrGAn
   
Don’t accuse Chicago-area theaters of being 
frivolous in terms of world- and local-premiere 
programming this winter. 
 Quite a number of serious topics are ex-
plored, such as racism, gentrification, crises 
of faith, bullying, gun violence and even cy-
berattacks in some of the shows listed below. 
Several companies are also offering chances 
to see other works by young and international 
playwrights who might be best known for one 
award-winning work. All productions are in Chi-
cago unless otherwise noted.

World premieres:
 rasheeda speaking, Rivendell Theatre En-
semble, now through Feb. 15. A white physi-
cian tries to oust his African-American recep-
tionist by getting a white co-worker to spy on 
her in Joel Drake Johnson’s drama that explores 
our “post-racial” times. Sandy Shinner directs 
and Steppenwolf Theatre ensemble member Ora 
Jones stars in the title role. www.rivendellthe-
atre.org
 do-Gooder, 16th Street Theater, Ber-
wyn, now through Feb. 22. Laura Jacqmin’s 
world-premiere drama looks at gentrifica-
tion when an African-American couple’s plans 
to rent out the second apartment in their 
newly purchased Chicago greystone go awry. 
www.16thstreettheater.org
 luna Gale, Goodman Theatre, now through 
Feb. 23. Pulitzer-finalist playwright Rebecca 
Gilman (The Glory of Living, Spinning into 
Butter) returns with a new drama directed by 
Robert Falls showing the dilemma faced by a 
social worker when she must decide the cus-
tody concerns of an infant from drug-riddled 
home. www.goodmantheatre.org
 unshelved, Eclectic Theatre Company at Ath-
enaeum Theatre, Feb. 7 through March 2. When 
Alzheimer’s disease strikes a member of a fam-
ily, whose identity is affected the most? That 
question is asked in this world-premiere drama 
by Beth Kander. www.eclectic-theatre.com
 Buzzer, Goodman Theatre, Feb. 8 through 
March 9. Racial and sexual tensions come to 
the fore in Tracey Scott Wilson’s new dark com-
edy about an African-American lawyer who re-
turns to the rapidly gentrifying neighborhood 
of his youth, with with his white girlfriend and 
a troubled friend in tow. www.goodmantheatre.
org.
 the Wild, Walkabout Theater Company at 
Steppenwolf Garage, Feb. 14 through April 19. 
The work of playwright Charles L. Mee is the 
inspiration for this physical movement piece 
devised by a young ensemble focusing on 
how our past wildness collides with our pres-
ent state of civilization. Presented as part of 
Steppenwolf Theatre’s Garage Rep series. www.
walkabouttheater.org
 reWilding Genius, The New Colony at Step-
penwolf Garage, Feb. 16 through April 20. 
An examination of young computer “hacktiv-
ists” living in Chicago is the latest ensemble-
created piece devised by The New Colony and 
structured into a dramatic play form by Megan 
Johns and Andrew Hobgood. Presented as part 
of Steppenwolf Theatre’s Garage Rep series. 
www.thenewcolony.org
 corpus delicti, MadKap Productions at 
Greenhouse Theater, Feb. 27 through March 
23. An African-American ex-convict suspects 
his new boss is a murderer, but when he goes 
to the authorities, the eye of suspicion falls 
on him in David Alex’s world-premiere drama. 
www.madkapproductions.com.
 the Gospel of lovingkindness, Victory Gar-
dens Theater, Feb. 28 through March 30. Mar-
cus Gardley’s world premiere is inspired by Chi-

cago violence on the South Side as it focuses 
on a mother who tries to rebuild her life after 
her son has been murdered for his new pair of 
Air Jordans. www.victorygardens.org
 chapatti, Northlight Theatre, Skokie, March 7 
through April 13. John Mahoney (Fraiser) and 
Penny Slusher star in this world premiere by 
Christian O’Reilly about two eccentric animal 
lovers who find love late in life. www.north-
light.org
  darlin’, Step Up Productions at Athenaeum 
Theatre, March 7 through April 13. A mysteri-
ous woman checks into an Iowa motel, only 
discover that her traumatic secret will soon be 
discovered by the oddball characters hanging 
out there in Joshua Rollins’ world-premiere 
drama. www.stepupproductions.org
 American Myth, American Blues Theater at 
Greenhouse Theater, March 7 through April 6. A 
well-respected and well-liked college historian 
faces trouble when a former student accuses 
him of lying about his participation in the 
Vietnam War in this world-premiere drama by 
Christina Gorman. www.americanbluestheater.
com

chicago-area premieres:
 the Golden dragon, Sideshow Theatre at 
Victory Gardens’ Richard Christiansen Theater, 
now through Feb. 23. After presenting Roland 
Schimmelpfennig’s Idomeneus, Sideshow The-
atre Company returns to this European play-
wright in David Tushingham’s English transla-
tion for a comic drama about a shocking secret 
behind a popular pan-Asian restaurant in a 
major world city. www.sideshowtheatre.org
 luck of the irish, Next Theatre, Evanston, 
now through Feb. 23. Racial and class issues 
stretching from the 1950s to today are ex-
plored in Kirsten Greenidge’s 2013 off-Broad-
way play about desegregation and gentrifica-
tion in housing. www.nexttheatre.org
 solstice, A Red Orchid Theatre, now through 
Feb. 23. Scottish playwright Zinnie Harris gets 
her second U.S. stage debut in Chicago follow-
ing The Wheel at Steppenwolf Theatre when A 
Red Orchid Theatre presents this drama explor-
ing terrorism and a family struggling to hold 
onto its faith. www.aredorchidtheatre.org
 strangers, Babies, Steep Theatre, now 
through March 1. This is a 2007 drama by Scot-
tish playwright Linda McLean about a woman 
who goes on a search to discover what hap-
pened when three young girls disappeared in a 
neighboring park 20 years ago. www.steepthe-
atre.com
 Gidion’s knot, Profiles Theatre, The Alley 
Stage, now through March 9. This is the Mid-
west premiere of Johnna Adams’ drama about 
a grieving parent confronting a teacher about 
a student who was severely bullied. Or was he 
the one doing the bullying? www.profilesthe-
atre.org.
 edGes: the Musical, Circle Theatre at Chi-
cago Actors Studio, Jan. 25 through March 2. 
Get at look at this 2007 song cycle about four 
twenty-something people on differing journeys 
of self-discovery by the Tony Award-nominated 
songwriting team of Justin Pasek and Benj Paul 
(A Christmas Story, Dogfight). www.circle-the-
atre.org
 hamlet is dead. no gravity, Red Tape Theatre 
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Jan. 27 through 
Feb. 22. Seth Bockley directs the U.S. premiere 
of Austrian playwright Ewald Palmetshofer’s de-
piction of an ill-advised reunion among friends 
and family in a suburban setting. www.redtape-
theatre.org
 doubting thomas, Clockwise Theatre, Jan. 24 
through Feb. 16. This plucky Waukegan-based 
company dedicated to Midwestern playwrights 
stages the area premiere of John Green’s drama 

about a young, born-again Christian who suf-
fers a crisis of faith. www.clockwisetheatre.org
 Plainsong, Signal Ensemble Theatre, Jan. 30 
through March 8. The Chicago premiere of Eric 
Schmiedl’s adaptation of Kent Haruf’s novel 
of the same name looks at unexpected shows 
of humanity in small town America. www.sig-
nalensemble.com
 the how and the Why, TimeLine Theatre, 
Jan. 28 through April 6. Feminism, evolution 
and the divides in generations are all explore 
in this drama by Sarah Treem (House of Cards) 
about two prominent women biologists who 
meet on the eve of a prestigious national sci-
ence conference. Keira Fromm directs this Chi-
cago premiere. www.timelinetheatre.com
 chicago’s Golden soul, Black Ensemble The-
ater, Jan. 30—March 30. Jackie Taylor shines 
a light on artists like Jerry Butler, Curtis May-
field, Gene Chandler and more who shined a 
light on the Windy City recording scene in the 
1960s and ’70s. www.blackensemble.org
 russian transport, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
Feb. 6 through May 11. Yasen Peyankov directs 
the Chicago premiere of Erika Sheffer’s dark 
comedy of a contemporary Russian family liv-
ing in Brooklyn who must question their ambi-
tions when a mysterious uncle arrives from the 
old country. www.steppenwolf.org
 Assistance, LiveWire Chicago Theatre at 
Storefront Theater, Feb. 9 through March 16. 
Playwright Leslye Headland, who created such 
a splash with the play and film Bachelorette, 
continues her Seven Deadly Plays series with 
this dark 2012 comedy about personal assis-
tants executing completely pointless tasks. 
www.livewirechicago.com
 love story: the Musical, Jedlicka Perform-
ing Arts Center, Cicero, Feb. 14 through March 
1. This Cicero company continues its drive to 
produce lesser-known shows with this 2010 
London musical adaptation of the Erich Se-
gal’s best-selling tear-jerker novel of love and 
loss by the team of Stephen Clark and Howard 
Goodall. www.jpactheatre.com
 three soldiers (for sisters), Red Theater at 
Den Theatre, Feb. 22 through March 23. Aaron 
Sawyer takes a different approach to Chekhov’s 
Three Sisters by focusing on the difficulties of 
the soldiers they know and how the warrior 
class can adapt to society. www.redtheater.org
 saturday night/sunday Morning, Prologue 
Theatre Company at Steppenwolf Garage, 
March 1 through April 19. A boarding house 
of African-American women in Memphis face 
an uncertain future as the end of World War 

II approaches in this drama by Katori Hall, the 
playwright behind the Olivier Award-winning 
drama The Mountaintop (which recently made 
its Chicago debut at Court Theatre). Presented 
as part of Steppenwolf Theatre’s Garage Rep se-
ries. www.prologuetheatreco.org
 heartbeat of home, Oriental Theatre, March 
4-16. The producers behind the international 
hit percussive dance revue Riverdance have 
created another music and movement spec-
tacular inspired by Irish, Latin and Afro-Cuban 
culture, and they’re launching its U.S. debut in 
Chicago. www.broadwayinchicago.com
 Water by the spoonful, Court Theatre, March 
6 through April 6. Quiara Alegria Hudes was 
the winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
with this drama of an Iraq war veteran who 
returns home to find a set of unconventional 
communities that have been created around 
him. www.courttheatre.org
 Venus in fur, Goodman Theatre, March 8 
through April 13. David Ives’ hit 2011 Broad-
way comedy makes its Chicago debut, showing 
an overly sexual battle between an aspiring ac-
tress who gets into mind games while audition-
ing for a demanding playwright/director. www.
goodmantheatre.org.

rasheeda speaking. Photo by Joe Mazza/Brave lux
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League of Chicago
Theatres elects 
new board 
  The League of Chicago Theatres has 
announced the election of the Executive 
Committee members and the appointment 
of four new members to the board of direc-
tors.
 The Executive Committee includes Board 
Chair Kate Lipuma, executive director, 
Writers Theatre; Vice Chair Rachel Kraft, 
executive director, Lookingglass Theatre 
Company; Treasurer Heather Schmucker, 
associate producer, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theatre; and Secretary Dan McArdle, man-
aging director, The Neo-Futurists. 
 Newly elected board members include 
Brittany Barnes, managing director, Pave-
ment Group; Peter Handler, program direc-
tor, Richard H. Driehaus Foundation; Bill 
Melamed, chief marketing and develop-
ment officer, Hubbard Street Dance Chica-
go; and Regina Taylor, Artistic Collective, 
Goodman Theatre.



By shAWn schikOrA

“When you’re an independent artist, it be-
hooves you to use as many different outlets as 
you can,” admits openly gay singer/songwriter 
Derek Bishop. Derek’s debut CD, Resistance is 
Beautiful, was a well-received, eclectic mix of 
various pop genres. His upcoming CD, Bicycling 
in Quicksand, will be more dance-oriented, yet 
still contain Derek’s off-beat, idiosyncratic 
style. 

When asked about the impetus behind his 
all-encompassing, hands-on creative input, 
Derek was straightforward. “In terms of the 
music” he explained, “it’s one-hundred hun-
dred percent because I have a clear vision of 
what I want, and I want to see it through.” The 
Virginia native, now residing in New York City, 
plans a tour to promote his new CD, which he 
hopes incudes an appearance at this summer’s 
Market Days. 

Derek recently talked to WCT about coming 
out, his fashion style, his recipe for old-school 
disco and the possibility of Cher covering his 
music.

Windy city times: A good percentage of 
pop music stars remain closeted. you’re out 
professionally, and have said being out actu-
ally helped your career. in what ways?

 Derek Bishop: Gay magazines, websites and 
festivals have been extremely welcoming to 
me as a new gay artist. I think of other new 
musicians trying to get noticed, [yet] they’re 
fighting an uphill battle because they are one 
of thousands of new bands. However, because 
I’m gay and out, I was able to get some great 
attention just for that sheer fact.  Many of the 
songs for my first album were about coming 
out—things that many gays were able to relate 
to. So being out and sharing my story helped 
to provide a shared experience with people 
who went through the same thing. 

Wct: At this point in your career, you’re an 
independent artist and can “call the shots.” 
do you fear that gaining major label back-
ing would somehow discourage your current 
level of creative input and control?  

 DB: I’d be fine with sharing the responsibil-
ity and input if a major-label wanted me. Per-
haps I’m being naive, but I would hope a label 
would want me because they like my music and 
style, and not so they could shape or mold me 
into something I’m not. 

 Wct: the theme of your first cd, resis-
tance is Beautiful, was centered around the 
idea of using stagnation as an impetus to 
facilitate change. What’s the theme of your 
new cd, Bicycling in Quicksand? 

DB: The theme of Bicycling in Quicksand is 
about going against the tide, fighting for 
something you believe in even when it seems 
like a losing battle. There’s also is a motif run-
ning through the album about how music keeps 
us tied to our past. No matter how much time 
passes, a song can take you back years, or even 
decades. It can be a huge internal struggle 
fighting with your past and trying to move for-
ward in life, especially when you hear a certain 
song from long ago, and suddenly you’re reliv-
ing it all.  

Wct: to a large degree, dance music is a 
staple in the gay world.  Are you concerned 
your new cd might label you exclusively as a 
“dance music” artist? did you feel any sort 
of pressure to put out a dance cd?

DB: I certainly did not feel pressured to put 
out a dance CD. I just want each album to have 
a different feel. The last one was more of a 
singer-songwriter album; this one is a full-
band disco sound. I want my sound to keep 
changing with each new project.

Wct: do you feel that taking a more “com-
mercial” approach with your second cd is 
actually riskier than recording material with 
the same quirky, off-beat style your fans are 

familiar with? 
DB: I’m sure it is riskier, but I’m using the 

term “dance music” loosely. When I refer to 
the album being dance, I mean that it’s got 
a danceable beat. When the record comes out 
this spring, you’ll hear music (that) is still 
eclectic and offbeat. I’ve got a unique mix 
of instrumentation: xylophones, saxophones 
and French horns, as well as a ton of vintage 
synths. It’ll be a feast for the ears. Our goal 
was to make an old school disco record. As a 
result, I’m the humanity in the music [that] 
shines through.

Wct: Speaking of dance music, your song, 
“What it takes,” would be great for cher. 
Maybe it could be her next power ballad or 
mega-dance hit? 

DB: Ha! I love that. It’s a great suggestion, 
and please pass it on to Cher’s people, by all 
means. Truthfully, I would be honored if any 
singer, established or not, wanted to cover one 

of my songs. 
Wct: if an established singer recorded one 

of your songs and had a huge hit, would you 
feel that you might then be labeled more a 
songwriter than singer?

My goal is to get my music out to the world. 
I consider myself songwriter first and foremost. 
Being a singer is something I do so that I can 
present my songs to the world.  So no, I have 
no worries about being labeled one or the oth-
er. I’m just thrilled to have the opportunity to 
make music.  

Wct: fashion seems to play a very impor-
tant part of your stage performances, in-
cluding your trademark leather pants! tell 
us a bit about your fashion inspiration.

DB: I think my look is a mix of Oliver Twist 
meets Mad Max. Stevie Nick always said she 
built her stage look around pieces she could 
change out. I was looking to do the same 
thing: create a uniform. My look is a male vari-
ation of that.  Being on stage and having the 
opportunity to perform is not something I take 
lightly. It’s a special opportunity and I want my 
outfit to reflect that.  

for more info on derek Bishop, visit www.
derekBishop.net.

MUSIC

Singer Derek Bishop:
On being out, ‘Bicycling’ and fashion
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Chicago Shakespeare  
presents one of the most  
anticipated “entertainment  
highlights of 2014”

-Chicago Sun-Times

MAJOR 2013/14 
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BEGINS FEBRUARY 6

suggested by memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee  
original production by David Merrick & Leland Hayward  
entire production originally directed and choreographed  
by Jerome Robbins

A MUSICAL FABLE
book by ARTHUR LAURENTS
music by JULE STYNE
lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM
directed by GARY GRIFFIN

derek Bishop.

http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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aDVERtIsE hERE
AdVertise here: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an 
ad in the Windy City Times! We offer affordable 
rates, convenient service, and as a bonus, your 
ad runs in our online section for free. to place 
an ad, contact terri at 773-871-7610 ex 101, 
terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or go to our 
website http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/
placeaclassified.php.

attORNEY
BAnkruPtcy AttOrney. Debts have you down? Ready 
for a fresh start? Filing bankruptcy may be the best 
solution. In most cases, you keep your home, your 
car and most belongings. We are a small firm with 25 
years experience helping people out of debt. Payton-
dann Attorneys 312-702-1000. www.paytondann.
com (4/2/14-13)

CLEaNING sERVICEs
chestnut cleAninG serVices: We’re a house clean-
ing service for homes, small businesses and small 
buildings. We also have fabulous organizational skills 
(a separate function at a separate cost that utilizes 
your assistance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many 
months or years due to long-term illness, depression, 
physical/mental challenges, for the elderly, if you 
have downsized and more. Depressed about going 
home to chaos? We can organize your chaos, straight-
en out your chaos, help you make sense of your chaos 
and finally clean what is no longer chaos. Can we help 
you? Bonded and insured. chestnut cleaning ser-
vice: 312-332-5575. www.chestnutcleaning.com 
(11/20/14-52)

MAle hOusekeePer Experienced cleaning person , of-
fers his service in Chicago. If you need to have your 
house, condo or apartment clean, let me know calling 
or texting at:630-201-1018 or via e-mail at andy67@
o2.pl (1/8/14-1)

COUNsELING
Pre-nuPtiAl cOunselinG fOr lGBt cOuPles. To 
celebrate the Marriage Equality Act, Dr Kiya is offering 
special rates for any LGBT couple who would like pre-
nuptial counseling. call for a free phone consulta-
tion: 773-880-5492. www.drkiya.com (6/4/14-26)

FOstERING

hOME IMpROVEMENt
MAke yOur hOMe lOOk fABulOus!  Winter is a great 
time to fix up your home.  Add crown molding, a fresh 
coat of paint, or a facelift for you bathroom.   “A+” 
with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year War-
ranty. Free Estimates! Andy Oncall 773-244-9961. 
847-328-3100 www.getandy.com  (9/10/14-26)

fAMily OWned & OPerAted. Painting, carpentry, 
wallpaper, dry wall repair/installation, handyman, 
remodeling, tiles, flooring, doors, electric and plumb-
ing. Licensed, bonded and insured. J. doro Painting 
& construction, 773-507-6664, Jduro@att.net 
(1/22/14)

neW Attitude PAintinG: Need to repaint and clean 
behind all that furniture? I’m the man you need. 
Get me over for a free estimate. 847-444-1482. 
(2/26/14-13)

LEGaL sERVICEs

MassaGE
first-clAss AsiAn MAle MAsseur. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call dennis at 773-248-9407 (4/2/14-12)

saLON aREa MaNaGEMENt
seekinG dynAMic district leAder! Are you inspired 
by inspiring others? Do you believe that you can help 
someone to achieve their best? Do you have an eye 
for talent & potential? Ratner Companies is seeking 
a dynamic mult-unit leader to join our team in the 
Chicago, IL market. This District Leader will provide 
oversight to several stores in the downtown market for 
the Hair Cuttery brand. We are looking for a creative 
Leader who will support the growth and development 
of Salons Leaders & Stylists so that they can deliver 
the best possible service & live our Smile Back Guaran-
tee. The most successful applicants will have at least 
2 years of multi-unit operations management expe-
rience, preferably in the hair, beauty, spa, hospital-
ity, fashion, service or like industry. If you have used 
creative methods to get outstanding results, then we 

want to talk to you. Let’s cut to the WOW! Ratner 
Companies is largest family-owned and operated chain 
of hair salons in the country. Our salons are REDKEN 
focused. Our Stylists are empowered to make our cus-
tomers feel wonderful and earn more by doing so. As 
a District Leader for the Hair Cuttery brand you’ll be 
proud to work in a continuously creative environment. 
send yOur resuMe tO JPArker@rAtnercO.cOM 
Or cAll cindy At 703-269-5209. (1/29/14-4)

thERapEUtIC MassaGE
rOBert kOkOtt, lMt Massage promotes deep well-
being. I offer sessions tailored to your needs, drawing 
on many years of wide-ranging training and clinical 
experience. Peaceful office in Andersonville. Voice-
mail: 612-590-7994. email: bobbykokott@yahoo.
com (2/5/14-1)

WINDOW tREatMENts
WOnderinG WhAt tO dO With thOse WindOWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (2/26/14-13))

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL SERVICES
reAl estAte issues? Buying – Selling – Leasing – 
Landlord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The 
Law Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway 
Street. (312) 492-4261. david@fruehlaw.com. 
www.fruehlaw.com (4/16/14-52)

REAL ESTATE

Foster Parents 
Wanted

Can you provide a loving 
home for a child?

Couples or Individuals. 

Call Child Link Licensing 
department at 

(312) 377-4735 x271. 
or visit Child Link online 

for more at  

www.childlink.org

By MeGhAn streit

Typically, when I pass by Andersonville’s ador-
able shared space restaurant that is Ombra and 
Acre, I can’t resist the Italian small plates at 
Ombra (those polenta fries!). But, a recent 
irresistible craving for oysters finally got me 
through the door at Acre, and it was quite the 
pleasant surprise.
 Several trusted Andersonville sources (my 
friends) had reported that Acre’s food was ho-
hum, which is partly why I’d avoided the place 
for so long. They could not have been more 
wrong. 
 The oyster bar alone is reason enough to 
make regular visits to Acre. You can get as 
many of the slippery little delicacies as you can 
eat for a buck each every night at 5-7 p.m., 
and again from 9 p.m. to midnight. They’ve 
always got a nice selection of oysters from dif-
ferent parts of the world, and every one I’ve 
tasted has been remarkably fresh. I like to load 
mine up with plenty of horseradish lots of fresh 
lemon juice. High-quality oysters at low prices 
are quite the treat in our landlocked city. Be 
sure to order a glass of bubbly to complete the 
experience. The $10 cava does the trick.
 The mussels are also worth a try. They come 
in a tangy white wine sauce and are served 
with a generous slice of buttery toasted bread. 
The jumbo shrimp are indeed jumbo—some of 
the biggest I’ve seen, in fact—and certainly 

worth the $3 they cost. 
 The seafood starters at Acre are so good that 
they kind of get you in the mood for, well, more 
seafood. I actually wish the rest of the menu 
were a little heavier on fish. Instead, there is a 
nice selection of inventive takes on American 
classics made with really high-quality ingredi-
ents like locally sourced meats and in-season 
produce. Acre actually lists on its website the 
vendors and farms that supply its food. In a 
time when “farm-to-table” has essentially been 
reduced to a meaningless catchphrase, I find 
that pretty impressive. What’s more, you can 
taste the quality in the food. It tastes fresh 
and not a bit mass produced.
 The cheese curds are a must-order. They are 
some of the best I’ve eaten outside of the 
Minnesota State Fair. They’ve made with mild 
white cheddar, battered lightly and fried to a 
sizzling golden brown. They’re not over-bat-
tered or overfried—two of the fastest ways to 
ruin a good curd.
 For something slightly less decadent, I high-
ly recommend the butternut squash tart. It’s 
almost like a quiche, but with savory butternut 
squash where the egg would be. It’s studded 
with bits of pungent blue cheese and scal-
lions. Toasted walnuts and fried sage leaves are 
sprinkled on top, and both add a rich and warm 
flavor that is perfect for winter.
 I was not a fan of the chicken tinga tacos. 
The juicy shredded white meat tastes like it 
comes from a high-quality chicken. And al-
though the meat is tossed in a chipotle sauce, 
the tacos just don’t have enough flavor. They 
need a little more heat and perhaps more am-
ple scoops of cheese and sour cream. Frankly, I 
think they should ditch the chicken altogether 
and instead serve a good fish taco.
 You can easily make a meal out of shellfish 
and small plates at Acre, but there are a hand-
ful of entrées for heartier appetites. The pork 

burger does not disappoint. Instead of beef 
patties, it’s made with two succulent slabs of 
ground pork. I actually think one patty would 
be sufficient, but you’re not ordering a pork 
burger because you want to watch your girlish 
figure. Of course, there’s no better topping for 
a pork burger than bacon, and this one’s got it. 
The savory crunch of the bacon is balanced by 
a slightly sweet jam and gooey melted Chihua-
hua cheese. Instead of lettuce, the pork burger 
is upgraded with arugula, for a bit of refresh-
ing greenery on an otherwise totally decadent 
treat.

 I’m completely sold on Acre, and I look for-
ward to eating my way through the menu—
always between the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. of 
course, so I can get my hands on those $1 oys-
ters.
 Acre is located at 5308 n. clark st.; call 
773-334-7600 or visit www.acrerestaurant.
com. 
 do you need some more sugar & spice in 
your life? follow me on twitter @sugarAnd-
spiceMs for inside scoop and commentary 
on chicago’s dining scene.

Acre

WEEkLy DINING GUIDE IN 

images from Acre. Photos by shira kollins

theDISH
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Will You Still
Love Me Tomorrow?;
The Invisible Woman
Days after being promoted to manager of the 
eyeglass shop in which the quiet, thirtysome-
thing Weichung (Richie Jen) has worked for 
years, something happens that upends his 
world. 

While arranging a display of designer frames 
in the store’s window, Weichung happens to 
glance up into the eyes of Thomas (Wong Kar 
Lok), a handsome flight attendant who gives 
him a dazzling smile and then steps into the 
shop to buy some new glasses. The heart of the 
optician goes pitty-pat. In that moment, Wei-
chung’s closet door—which he’d thought he’d 

shut nine years before when he married and 
fathered a child—swings wide open.

Weichung isn’t the only one troubled about 
the status of his current relationship. In writ-
er-director Arvin Chen’s bittersweet Taiwanese 
dramedy Will you still love Me tomorrow?, 
just about all the characters are having sec-
ond thoughts about their love lives. Weichung’s 
wife, Feng (played by singer Mavis Fan), is con-
stantly being pressured by her nagging mother 
to give her another grandson “before it’s too 
late.” But Feng, an office worker who is oblivi-
ous to the adoration of her male boss, knows 
that something’s wrong with her marriage.

Then there’s Weichung’s sister, Mandy (Kimi 
Hsia), a free spirit who has spent years flitting 
from man to man who suddenly gets the jitters 
about her upcoming nuptials. While on a trip 
to the grocery store with her nice dullard of a 
fiance, San-San (Stone), Mandy can’t face the 
thought of spending her life picking out toilet 
paper and flees the store. 

But it’s Weichung’s realization that’s the 
main thrust of the picture. When Thomas re-
turns to pick up his new glasses, Weichung fan-

tasizes about a delicate kiss with the object of 
his ardor. Later, restless and unable to sleep, 
he heads to a gay bar, gets drunk and dances 
with abandon. In jubilation, thinking of his 
man-crush on Thomas, he literally floats up to 
the sky (in the film’s most poetic camera mo-
ment). Eventually, Weichung agrees to sneak 
off with Thomas for a bit of afternoon delight. 
Once in the room he shyly admits, “I haven’t 
been gay in a long time. I used to be—then I 
stopped” and he suddenly realizes that he’s not 
just flirting with an affair but with a return to 
his true self and decides to leave before things 
go further. 

Feng, after accidentally spotting the duo to-
gether, seems ready to move things on as well. 
Out with her co-workers, she drunkenly belts 
out the title song at a karaoke bar, underscor-
ing Chen’s theme that is more concerned with 
family (a lot of Weichung’s dilemma obviously 
focuses on the effect his decision will have on 
his little boy Stephen) rather than sex (with 
one sorta passionate kiss).

Chen’s movie might seem rather chaste in 
light of its sexual-identity premise but ulti-
mately his conservative, poignant approach 
works beautifully with his emotionally bound 
characters. The film played last fall in Chicago 
at the International Film Festival and the jury I 
served on honored it with the fest’s top queer 
movie prize. It returns to Chicago Friday, Jan. 
24, with an exclusive engagement at the AMC 
River East 21. https://www.amctheatres.com/
movies/will-you-still-love-me-tomorrow

Fans of the costume drama will swoon over the 
invisible Woman, which stars Ralph Fiennes as 
Charles Dickens and Felicity Jones as mistress 

Nelly Ternan, the woman he kept hidden from 
the world until his untimely death. Based on 
the excellent biography by Claire Tomalin and 
from a script by Abi Morgan, Fiennes directs 
a somewhat slow-moving but rewarding movie.

Years after his demise, Nelly, who has mar-
ried and has a child, is still haunted by the 
affair with Dickens. She reflects back on the 
circumstances that brought them together, and 
an exceedingly polite and handsomely mount-
ed period piece plays. When the teenage Nelly 
and her two older sisters are first introduced to 
Dickens by her mother, actress Catherine Ternan 
(Kristin Scott Thomas), he is England’s most re-
nowned author and a bona fide celebrity. 

Dickens—who dallied with theatrics his en-
tire life, and was himself a powerful orator and 
actor—held sway over pretty much everyone 
around him. By dint of his talent and celebrity, 
not to mention his financial success, we see 
that that Dickens won’t take “no” for an answer 
when he sets his heart on something. After de-
ciding that the pretty (rather than beautiful) 
Nelly is what his heart wants, he dispenses 
with his wife (who, to be honest, he had main-

tained only for appearances for years), clashes 
with his children and proceeds to get exactly 
what he wants.

That Nelly eventually wants it, too, is part 
of what gives the film its drive and a window 
into the mystery of romance. Nelly knows full 
well that by becoming Dickens’s mistress, she’s 
forsaking her good name; however, for a myriad 
of reasons, she proceeds anyway.

Fiennes keeps the camera very close to him-

self and his other actors, which pays off natu-
rally enough with a subtle drama like The Invis-
ible Woman, in which a flickering of the eyelids 
or a nod of the head makes all the difference. 
Although not quite the bodice-ripper one 
might imagine, nor a plot-driven, multi-cast 
epic like Downton Abbey, Fiennes nevertheless 
gives us a memorable peek into the private life 
of a complicated man and his previously hidden 
beloved.

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

By 
richArd

kniGht Jr.

felicity Jones as nelly ternan in the invisible Woman. Photo by david Appleby and courtesy 
of sony Pictures classics

By richArd kniGht Jr. 

Although the polar vortex has certainly had 
its memorable, icy way with Chicagoans this 
winter, take heart—the spring thaw is only 
a few months hence. Film fans can expect 
plenty of cinematic treats to savor with the 
usual dose of homoerotic content—both 
overt and covert—amongst these highlights 
of upcoming titles. Unless otherwise noted, 
the opening date listed refers to at least a 
one week theatrical run.

March
cinema Q iV—The fourth annual Cinema 

Q returns to the Chicago Cultural Center. The 
series, co-presented by the Queer Film Soci-
ety, Reeling, the Legacy Project, and other 
LGBT organizations, is a free, weekly after 
work film series presenting the best in queer 
cinema. Last year’s line-up included Cloud-
burst and a 15th-anniversary screening of 
Gods & Monsters. Titles TBA. March 5, 12, 
19, 26

300: rise of an empire—A sequel to the 
computer generated sword and sandal hunk-
fest 300, this looks to up the homoerotic 
undercurrent about tenfold. March 7

Grace of Monaco—Naomi Watts’ portrayal 
of the late Princess Diana was a flop on all 
counts but perhaps Nicole Kidman, playing 
another princess, the Oscar-winning movie 
star Grace Kelly, will have better luck in this 
biopic that was original slated for a holiday 
release. March 14

Portrait of Jason—Director Shirley 
Clarke’s 1967 classic of a real-life gay ra-
conteur, the African American queen of the 
title, who delivers a non-stop monologue, 
is insightful and sensationally entertaining 
from the get go. The film, which has been 
remastered, gets a return engagement at the 
Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St.,) 
on March 18.

divergent—Shailene Woodley stars as a 
teenage “mutant” of sorts, the “divergent” 
of the title whose special talents are highly 
prized in this futuristic, sci-fi thriller, a YA 
variation on The Hunger Games. Hunky Theo 
James and Kate Winslet (this time as a bad-
die) co-star. March 21

noah—Director Daron Aronofsky’s big 
budget retelling of the apocalyptic Bibli-
cal epic story of Noah (Russell Crowe), his 
ark, all those animals loaded up two by two, 
his dysfunctional family (Jennifer Connolly, 
Emma Watson, Logan Lerman, and Anthony 
Hopkins among them) and all the decadent 
behavior that started the whole saga. March 
28

April
Marvel’s captain America: the Winter 

soldier—Hunky heartthrob Chris Evans re-
turns to his role as the comic book hero, 
as does Scarlett Johannson as Black Widow 
while Anthony Mackie is a new visitor to the 
Marvel universe as the Falcon. April 4

Only lovers left Alive—LGBT faves Tilda 
Swinton and Tom Hiddelston star as long-
time vampire loves in what promises to be 
yet another unique film from director Jim 
Jarmusch. April 11

Bears—No, it’s not a documentary about 
a group of large and hairy gay men. Rather, 
John C. Reilly (who would certainly qualify 

in that category if he were gay in real life) 
narrates a nature documentary from Disney 
that focuses on real bears—cubs and all—
fighting for survival in Alaska. April 18

May
the Amazing spider-Man 2—Peter Parker 

(as essayed by Andrew Garfield) and his lady 
love Emma Stone return in this first sequel to 
the second reboot of this hit sci-fi franchise. 
May 2

x-Men: days of future Past—Out direc-
tor Bryan Singer helms yet another addition 
to this sci-fi mainstay which continues to 
feature a batch of coded queer characters 
among the beloved mutants. Jennifer Law-
rence, Nicholas Hoult, and Michael Fassbind-
er star. May 23

legends of Oz: dorothy’s return—Oz-
mania fans will no doubt queue up for this 
animated musical that features Lea Michelle 
voicing the role of Dorothy and those of Dan 
Akroyd, Kelsey Grammar, Jim Belushi, Megan 
Hilty, Patrick Stewart, and Martin Short as 
her familiar Oz companions. May 9

Maleficent—“Sleeping Beauty” as retold 
from the viewpoint of the wicked queen of 
the title—portrayed by Angelina Jolie in 
what looks to be an inspired casting choice. 
May 30

On the horizon
HBO’s eagerly awaited adaptation of Larry 

Kramer’s the normal heart, directed by 
Ryan Murphy and featuring an all-star cast, 
arrives in June along with the case Against 
8, Ben Cotner and Ryan White’s documen-
tary behind the scenes look at the the case 
to overturn Prop 8. “Queer As Folk’s” Randy 
Harrison and Michael Urie are a gay couple 
in the screwball comedy such Good People 
(release date yet to be announced). 

John Lithgow and Alfred Molina are in love 
is strange, the latest gay-themed drama 
from Keep the Lights On writer-director Ira 
Sachs; the movie was strongly reviewed at 
Sundance but as of WCT deadlines still hadn’t 
announced a release date. to Be takei, a 
documentary portrait of actor-turned-gay 
activist George Takei, was also warmly re-
ceived at Sundance and is also awaiting a 
release date—as are nearly a dozen other 
LGBT-themed indies that played during the 
fest.

LGBT movie preview

Andrew Garfield will be in the Amazing 
spider-Man 2.



Wed., Jan. 22
free chamber music concert Violinist and 

instructor Almita Vamos and Music In-
stitute President and CEO Mark George 
on piano. Showcasing faculty and new 
space, the Music Institute of Chicago 
presents free monthly lunchtime concerts.  
12:15pm - 1:00pm, Evanston Library, 1703 
Orrington Ave., Evanston

Mike smiddy fundraiser Hosted by Heather 
Steans and Kelly Cassidy with guest Con-
gresswoman Jan Schakowsky.  5:30pm - 
7:30pm   Private home of  Senator Steans 
& Leo Smith. Tickets: https://secure.act-
blue.com/contribute/page/smiddyjanuary

Affinity forty Plus Meeting Includes but is 
not limited to individuals who identify as 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender women 
who are at least 40 years of age. Led by 
Glynis Morris. Activities defined by partici-
pants. Meets 4th Wednesday of the month. 
Affinity Community Services works on be-
half of Black LGBTQ communities, queer 
youth, and allies to identify needs, create 
safe spaces, develop leaders and bridge 
communities.  7:00pm,  http://www.af-
finity95.org

Thursday, Jan. 23 
PPiA roe v. Wade Anniversary celebration 

Planned Parenthood Illinois Action will 
be hosting the annual Roe vs. Wade Cel-
ebration on January 23, 2014 at Bottom 
Lounge, located at 1375 W. Lake in Chi-
cago. PPIA will be honoring Senator Dick 
Durbin with the Dr. Marvin Rosner Lifetime 
Achievement Award and State Representa-
tive Camille Lilly with the Richard J. Phel-
an Profile in Courage Award. Special guests 
include SNL alum Jane Curtin and radio 
personality Loni Swain. VIP reception will 
be held from 5:30PM - 6:30PM with the 
main event beginning at 6:30PM. Tickets 
can be purchased at www.ppiaction.org.   
5:30pm - 9:00pm   The Bottom Lounge  
1375 W. Lake St  www.plannedparenthoo-
dactionillinois.org/action/attendevent_
action.php  Tickets: www.ppaction.org/
site/Calendar?id=108545&view=Detail

Absolut Wrapture Enjoy signature, sky-high 
cocktails, delicious hors d’oeuvres and 
one-of-a-kind works of art from our silent 
auction while supporting Chicago House. 
5 p.m. VIP admission, 6 p.m. General ad-
mission. VIP $160, general $99, at the 
door $120   6:00pm   Willis Tower  99th 
Floor SkyDeck 233 S Wacker Dr  http://
www.chicagohouse.org/event_absolut_
wrapture.html 

My visit with “Madiba” nelson Mandela 

Talk by photgrapher Iris Dawn Parker about 
her 2013 visit with Mandela. Affinity pres-
ents artist talk with Q&A. Reception to 
follow. RSVP at executivedirector@affin-
ity95.org  6:30pm - 8:30pm   Center for 
the Study of Gender and Sexuality, 5733 S 
University, University of Chicago  http://
www.affinity95.org

Asians & friends chicago Dining Club RSVP 
by phone by the Tuesday before (1/21)  
7:00pm   Tank Noodle, 4953 N. Broadway, 
Chicago  312-409-1573. 

team Queertino send-Off celebration/
fundraiser Jetaime Entertainment and 
United Latino Pride present Thirsty Thurs-
day’s Send Off for “Team Queertino” a 
group of Queer Latin@ Chicagoans head-
ing to the 2014 National Conference 
on LGBT Equality: Creating Change and 
Union=Fuerza Latino Institute at Creating 
Change representing the LGBTQIA Latin@ 
Community.   9:00pm   Watra Night Club, 
4758 S. Pulaski Rd., http://www.wepay.
com/donations/1887762213

 
Friday, Jan. 24
Artist Workshop with senior Group Pho-

tographer Iris Dawn Parker will present a 
half-day artist workshop titled, “Picture 
Me: my alter ego, my other, my second 
self.” Play freely in collaboration with the 
artist for exhibition at a later date. Con-
tact Kim L. Hunt at executivedirector@
affinity95.org   10:00am - 3:00pm   eta 
Creative Arts Foundation, 7558 S. South 
Chicago, Chicago 60619  773-752-3955

dirty little secrets Explore the “New Year’s 
Resolutions” of six characters struggling 
with their lascivious cravings through 
song, movement, and dance. This cabaret 
bursts with burlesque-style choreogra-
phy and high spirited energy.   8:00pm 
- 9:00pm   No Exit Cafe  6970 N Glenwood 
Ave.,  http://www.theo-u.org  Tickets: 
http://www.theo-u.org

Saturday, Jan. 25
Affinity Proud Parents Visit to the chi-

cago Architecture foundation Affin-
ity presents a revamped parenting group 
formerly known as Lesbian and Bisexual 
Moms Round Table tailored to LGBTQI in-
dividuals who are raising children. Proud 
Parents is led by group facilitators how-
ever, most discussions and activities are 
shaped by participants. Contact proud-
parents@affinity95.org for more info.  
1:30pm - 3:30pm   Chicago Architecture 
Foundation  224 S Michigan Ave.  http://
www.affinity95.org

tPAn kickoff event Test Positive Aware Net-
work (TPAN) will host kick-off new season 
for Ride for AIDS Chicago with riders, crew 
members and the 2014 RFAC Executive 
Committee. Discounted rate of $85 for all 
returning participants until Jan. 31. The 
ride will take place July 12-13.   4:00pm 
- 7:00pm   Sidetrack  3349 N Halsted St  
http://www.rideforaids.org

cMsA Annual Membership social Party 
First ever women’s AND men’s annual Mem-
bers Social Party. Two Free drink tickets for 
first 250 female and 250 male CMSA mem-
bers, plus free food from 7pm to 8pm. Free 
admission for current CMSA members, $10 
for non-members. Half of door cover will 
benefit Bring The Music Initiative. 50/50 
and raffle drawings. Back venu 7:30pm: 
Devin from American Idol, comedian Miss 
Terri D’Mor, Katie Todd, Libido Funk Circus, 
Live DJ’S and more. Front venue 10pm: 
Karaoke & DJ’S by Sue Heggeland. Meet & 
Greet with the artists.   7:00pm - 4:00am   
Joe’s Bar  940 W. Weed St  https://www.
facebook.com/CMSASocial 

fundraiser for ferron Featuring Laura 
Doherty, Lnk, Jenny Urban, Andrew Sa & 
Dylan Wright. Ferron is a legendary les-
bian folk artist and trailblazer Womyn’s 
Music Movement in the 1970s. Medi-
cal conditions have impacted her abil-
ity to work and she has recently reached 
out for financial assistance.   9:00pm 
- 1:00am   Parlour on Clark  6341 N 
Clark  http://www.parlourbarchicago.
com  Tickets: https://www.facebook.com/
events/802242079804157/

Big Bang 11, “twisted tV” The Chicago 
Spirit Brigade annual cabaret show, a dive 
into the wacky world of television with 
unexpected scenarios that will get you 
laughing and cheering. BMO Harris Bank 
is presenting sponsor. Shows at 7pm with 
one low-price general admission of $20 
per person and 9:45pm with reserved zone 
seating in multiple price levels. $25 to 
$60.  9:45pm   Mayne Stage  1328 W Morse 
Ave  http://www.chicagospiritbrigade.org  
Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/515298 

Sunday, Jan. 26
scott duff hosts lGBt radio talk show 

LGBT-specific talk show “Out Chicago” on 
politics, entertainment, celebrity gossip  
11:00am - 1:00pm   WCPT 820 AM

let’s do it: cole Porter in love & lust No 
cover. Give what you like @ the end of 
the show and 100% goes to AIDS Legal 
Council of Chicago. Reservations online or 
by phone.  7:00pm - 9:00pm   Davenport’s 
Piano Bar and Cabaret  1383 N Milwaukee 
Ave  773-278-1830  http://davenportspi-
anobar.com 

Monday, Jan. 27
hiV health summit: AIDS Foundation of 

Chicago hosts an HIV Health Summit to 
bring together key stakeholders such as 
HIV/AIDS providers and community mem-

bers, Medicaid managed care organiza-
tions, government officials, and legislators 
to discuss and examine health reform’s 
impact on people living with or at risk of 
HIV in Illinois.Please RSVP for this event 
by Wednesday, January 22 to Priti Bhat-
tarai via e-mail at pbhattarai@aidschi-
cago.org or by phone.  8:30am - 12:30pm   
Embassy Suites Chicago Ballroom, 511 N 
Columbus Dri., Chicago, IL 60611.  312-
334–0909  http://aidschicago.org

hamBinGO Join Mary’s for “HamBINGO 
Mary’s” every Monday night at 8pm 
downstairs in the dining room, with your 
host, Velicity Metropolis calling the balls. 
You know this ain’t your church bingo!  
8:00pm   Hamburger Mary’s  5400 N Clark  
http://www.hamburgermaryschicago.com

Tuesday, Jan. 28
estate Planning for lGBtQ couples: le-

gal changes in Plain english Learn how 
recent legal changes affect your relation-
ship in plain english! Attorney Max Elliott 
will discuss estate planning fundamen-
tals, such as wills, powers of attorney, 
and trusts, for LGBTQ couples. She and 
guests will, together examine the effect 
of recent laws on protecting your relation-
ship in light of you and your partner’s or 
spouse’s relationship status. Additionally, 
Max will also discuss what effects you and 
your partner’s or spouse’s gender identity 
will have on the legality of your plans. 
Finally, guests will also receive helpful 
information about filing tax returns and 
other critical financial benefits and ob-
ligations. Bonus-Tips on wedding plan-
ning!   6:00pm - 7:30pm   IntraSpectrum 
Counseling, 1040 N. Clark, Suite 212  

Tickets: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
estate-planning-for-lgbtq-couples-legal-
changes-in-plain-english-registration-
9735652599?aff=Windycitytimes

the new Black screening Documentary 
examines how the African American com-
munity is grappling with the gay rights is-
sue. Followed by a conversation and Q & 
A session with director Yoruba Richen and 
noted civil rights activist Maxim Thorne. 
Free event.  6:00pm   Harold Washington 
Public Library  400 S State  http://chica-
gopubliclibrary.org

Aids legal council of chicago trivia Ben-
efits ALCC. $5 per person, teams up to 5 
people  7:30pm   Globe Pub, 1934 W. Ir-
ving Park Rd.,  http://www.aidslegal.com

Wed., Jan. 29
Affinity volunteer orientation Please bring 

a dish and/or beverage to share. For ques-
tion about the group, contact Peaches 
at volunteer@affinity95.org   6:30pm 
- 7:30pm   Affinity Community Services  
1424 E. 53rd St. Suite 306  http://www.
affinity95.org

inside leather history, A fireside chat 
with iMl den daddy Joey Mcdonald Live 
on-stage interview to discuss his personal 
history and Leather community involve-
ment. $5 suggested donation.  7:30pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Thursday, Jan. 30
the house that chicago Built The 11th 

season of Out at CHM launches with an 
exploration of Chicago’s role in the birth 
and impact of house music and its rela-
tionship to the LGBTQ community. The 
program includes a live DJ set and a con-
versation with DJ Alan King of the legend-
ary DJ crew “The Chosen Few.”  5:30pm 
- 9:30pm   Chicago History Museum  
1601 N Clark  http://chicagohistory.org/
planavisit/upcomingevents/out-at-chm  
Tickets: https://services.chicagohistory.
org/auto_choose_ga.asp?area=129 

red/White: A Wine tasting Benefit Sample 
fine wines from around the world while 
helping out homeless animals in Chicago.   
7:30pm - 9:00pm   Fine Wine Brokers  
4621 N. Lincoln  http://www.reddoorshel-
ter.org/events.php  Tickets: http://www.
reddoorshelter.org/events.php

Saturday, Feb. 1
Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence 

and America’s Prison nation How prison 
industrial complex has served to exacer-
bate violence against Black women. Beth 
E. Richie, PhD is an anti-violence activ-
ist and author working in several social 
justice movements. 11:00am - 1:00pm   
Center on Halsted  3656 N Halsted St.,  
http://www.centeronhalsted.org

WE WANT YOU

the cMsA membership 
party will take place at 
Joe’s, 940 W. Weed st.
Photo by Significant Photos

Saturday, Jan. 25
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Oscar nods 
announced;
snubs in the mix 

The nominations for the 2014 Oscars were 
announced Jan. 16 at the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences’ Beverly Hills headquar-
ters.

The nominees for Best Picture are 12 Years a 
Slave, American Hustle, Captain Phillips, Dallas 
Buyers Club, Gravity, Her, Nebraska, Philomena 
and The Wolf of Wall Street.

“Dallas”—which centers on a straight man 
dealing with being AIDS-affected in the 
1980s—did well on several fronts, snagging 
nominations for Best Actor (Matthew McCo-
naughey), Best Supporting Actor (Jared Leto), 
Best Original Screenplay, Best Film Editing, and 
Best Makeup and Hairstyling.

McConaughey’s rivals include Christian Bale 
(American Hustle), Bruce Dern (Nebraska), 
Leonardo DiCaprio (The Wolf of Wall Street) and 
Chiwetel Ejiofor (12 Years a Slave). Among the 
Best Actress nominees are Amy Adams (Ameri-
can Hustle), Cate Blanchett (Blue Jasmine), 
Sandra Bullock (Gravity), Judi Dench (Philom-

ena) and Meryl Streep (August: Osage County).
Supporting actor nods went to Leto, Barkhad 

Abdi (Captain Phillips), Bradley Cooper (Ameri-
can Hustle), Michael Fassbender (12 Years a 
Slave) and suprise nominee Jonah Hill (The 
Wolf of Wall Street). Lupita Nyong’o (12 Years 
a Slave), Jennifer Lawrence (American Hustle), 
June Squibb (Nebraska), Julia Roberts (August: 
Osage County) and Sally Hawkins (Blue Jas-
mine) received supporting actress nods.

Among the snubs were Tom Hanks and Rob-
ert Redford, who were expected to nominated 
for Best Actor for Saving Mr. Banks and All Is 
Lost, respectively; Emma Thompson for Sav-
ing Mr. Banks; and Julia Louis-Dreyfuss and 
the late James Gandolfini for Enough Said. (In 
fact, Saving Mr. Banks—about the contentious 
relationship between Mary Poppins writer P.L. 
Travers and Walt Disney—received no nomina-
tions. Also, Hanks was actually snubbed twice, 
as he was expected to be nominated for his 
lead-actor role in Captain Phillips.) Also, Tracy 
Letts—who won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for the 
play August: Osage County—was not acknowl-
edged for writing the movie.

The Academy Awards will take place March 2 
on ABC. Ellen DeGeneres will host.

‘Dallas Buyers,’ 
‘Modern Family’ 
snag SAG Awards
 The AIDS movie Dallas Buyers Club and TV’s 
Modern Family were among the winners at the 
20th Annual Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Awards 
Jan. 17.
 With these awards, actors honor their peers.
 Regarding movies, Dallas Buyers Club’s Mat-
thew McConaughey and Jared Leto won honors 
for their roles, with Leto portraying a transgen-
der woman. CNN reported that in his speech, 
Leto paid tribute to those who have been vic-
tims of AIDS, “that terrible disease.”
 American Hustle snagged the award for out-
standing performance by a cast in a motion 
picture, Cate Blanchett (Blue Jasmine) won 
for lead actress and Lupita Nyong’o (12 Years a 
Slave) took supporting actress honors.
 In the area of television, Modern Family won 
comedy series ensemble—the show’s fourth 
consecutive SAG Award. The show’s Ty Burrell 
won for outstanding performance by a male ac-
tor in a comedy series while Veep’s Julia Louis-
Dreyfus won for actress in a comedy series for 
Veep.

 Downton Abbey’s formidable Maggie Smith 
won for outstanding performance by a female 
actor in a drama series, while Breaking Bad’s 
Bryan Cranston won for outstanding perfor-
mance by a male actor in a drama series. Mi-
chael Douglas (Behind the Candelabra) won for 
outstanding performance by a male actor in a 
television movie or miniseries.
 Rita Moreno accepted the Screen Actors 
Guild’s Life Achievement Award.

Fundraiser for 
Ferron Jan. 25
 A fundraiser for the lesbian folk artist Ferron 
will take place Saturday, June 25, at Parlour on 
Clark, 6341 N. Clark St., at 9 p.m.
 Among the acts slated to perform are Laura 
Doherty, Lnk, Jenny Urban, Andrew Sa & Dylan 
Wright, Vanessa Vincent and Florence Nightin-
jail.
 Ferron indicated recently on Facebook that 
she is in dire financial trouble, and has been so 
since last April.
 See “Queer Music Alliance of Chicago” or 
“Fundraiser for Ferron at Parlour’s Local Music 
Lounge” on Facebook.



“I think we should do more than just send 
gay Olympians there. What’s happening there in 
terms of gay rights or the lack of it is extraor-
dinary and awful.”—Chris Pine speaks out on 
behalf of gay people in Russia apropos of the 
upcoming Sochi Olympics. It’s just another rea-
son to love him.

Have you noticed that many headlines are 
quite misleading? This is particularly trouble-
some on the Internet, where an increasing 
number of people get their news. You all heard 
the story about the guy who was shot in a Flor-
ida cinema because he was texting. Nine out 
of 10 accounts bury what I think is the most 
germane detail: he was texting during the PRE-
VIEWS. That’s like someone being angry when 
you talk during a TV commercial.

A few days ago, another story hit closer 
to home. This one was about Sherri Shep-
herd. (Full disclosure: Sherri is a close friend 
of mine.) One gay website had this headline: 
“Sherri Shepherd To Gays: I Don’t Agree With 
Your Lifestyle, But I Love You.” Of course, 
that’s not what she said. Even the venerable 
EOnline screamed, “Sherri Shepherd Says She’s 
Not Anti-Gay but Thinks Homosexuality Is a 
Sin.” 

Well, she didn’t say that, either. In the in-
terview, she talks about her strict religious up-
bringing. “You grow up being a Christian and 
you have grown up believing homosexuality 
is a sin, you’re going to hell if you’re a ho-
mosexual. This is something that they teach 
in churches, so it is something that I grew up 
believing. And being on [The View] has really 
forced me to go, ‘What are your beliefs, Sher-
ri? What is God saying? It says one thing in 
the Bible, and you have these people in your 
life, so how does this apply to you, Sherri?’ 
And so I always tell people, ‘I may not agree 
with your lifestyle, but I love you. You may 
not agree with my lifestyle, but you love me.’” 
When asked if she thought homosexuality was 
a choice or not, she said, “Who am I to say? 
Some people say it’s a choice. I don’t say it’s a 
choice. If you tell me ‘Sherri, I was born gay,’ 
OK. I’m not going to argue with you, ‘cause 
I can’t tell you how you feel or what’s going 
on inside ... and I absolutely respect you for 
that. And I just asked that people respect how 
I feel, I respect how you feel, and we can have 
a great dialogue. And then afterwards, let’s go 
get a drink!” FYI, do you know who another 
one of her best friends is? Cheyenne Jackson. 
She might not agree with him jerking off on 
video and sending it to a paramour (footage 
we happily have on BillyMasters.com), but she 
still loves him. And if that ain’t love, I dunno 
what is.

I used to have a fantasy that I’d show up 
to one of my high school reunions on the arm 
of a famous fella. In most of these fantasies, 
that person was Christopher Atkins—clearly 
this is an old fantasy, and even back then I 
had the wherewithal to not aim too high. Over 
the years, I’ve met millions of famous folk—
but I’ve never bumped into Christopher Atkins. 
But, let’s face it readers—he’s probably not 
on the short list for invitations to the Oscars, 
Golden Globes or other glittering affairs that 
I tend to attend. However, last week I was 
shocked and somewhat titillated when I spied 
Atkins at the “One Starry Night” benefit at the 
Pasadena Playhouse, which raised money for 
ALS research. While I refrained from sharing 
my fantasy (although I suspect he’d be up for 
it if the price was right), I did get a photo 
with him. I don’t want to alarm anyone, but 
it’s entirely possible that he gave me herpes. Or 
maybe he was just sporting a benign cold sore. 
Either way, there will be a full investigation 
and possible legal action if I see any pustula-
tion. Be that as it may, it was a small price to 
pay to meet Chris—I can call him that now 
because we share an STD. I can add my photo 
with him to my Golden Globe snaps with Kevin 

Bacon and Rob Lowe. And thus, my survey of 
‘80s sex symbols comes to a close, unless I run 
into Matt Dillon at the grocery store.

Ronan Farrow’s MSNBC show isn’t even on 
the air yet, but he’s already in hot water. As 
you know, his dad Woody Allen got the Cecil 
B. DeMille Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
Golden Globes. And I’m sure you also know that 
Ronan (née Satchel) has been on the outs with 
Allen ever since the Soon-Yi situation. Rather 
than taking the high road, Farrow tweeted this 
during the awards: “Missed the Woody Allen 
tribute—did they put the part where a woman 
publicly confirmed he molested her at age 7 
before or after Annie Hall?” This is a reference 
to unproven allegations that Woody molested 
his sister Dylan (those charges were later 
dropped). While Farrow certainly has a right to 
say what he wants (even if he does come off 
as a bitchy queen), the network brass were less 
than thrilled. Apparently, they are quite dili-
gent about what their employees post on pub-
lic media—especially when criticizing a show 
on their own network (the GGs were on NBC). 

Lest we forget, MSNBC previously employed 
Alec Baldwin.

If you even casually surf the Web, you could 
probably predict this week’s “Ask Billy” ques-
tion. Roger in Chicago writes: “Everyone is talk-
ing about the enormous penis of Kellan Lutz. 
Where did they see it? Is it really his?”

This is a topic that surfaces every so often 
due to Kellan’s penchant for thin, loose-fitting 
shorts and a possible aversion to underwear. Or 
maybe he favors a jock or some other support 
that lifts, separates and juts his junk forward. 
No matter the reason, we’ve seen hints of a sig-
nificant bulge in the past. Last week, someone 
posted a rather explicit phallic photo, com-
plete with ridging and proof of circumcision. 
While our technicians have determined that 
the photo has been somewhat “enhanced,” 
that manipulation seems to have been limited 
to clearly defining the dick. The size and girth 
appear to be intact, as you’ll see on BillyMas-
ters.com.

When we’re employing NASA technology for 
detecting dicks, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. Wait a second ... didn’t I say 
the same thing last week? I’m noting a theme 
to 2014 that, while not troublesome, is cer-
tainly repetitive. And yet, I’m not bothered by 
it in the slightest. Because that’s what you’ll 
always find on www.BillyMasters.com—dish 
and dick. If you’d like me to look into some-
thing for you, just send a note to Billy@Billy-
Masters.com and I promise to get back to you 
before Christopher Atkins and I attend my 25th 
high school reunion. Until next time, remem-
ber, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Billy says sherri shepherd (left, with 
Whoopi Goldberg) has been misunderstood. 
Photo by Jerry nunn

Performance 
artist Athey in town 
Jan. 30-Feb. 4
 Defibrillator Performance Art Gallery, in 
collaboration with Hook Torture Gallery and 
Mana Contemporary, will present extreme 
performance artist Ron Athey Jan. 31 and 
Feb. 1 at Mana, 2233 S. Throop St., at 8 p.m.
 On Jan. 31, Athey will present “Incorrupt-
ible Flesh: Messianic Remains,” followed by 
a reception/talk-back. On Feb. 1, Athey, Jon 
John and Sage Charles will perform “Sebas-
tiane,” and Jon John will show a work of his 
own, “The 2 of Us.”
 note: these performances contain ex-
treme images and subject matter.
 Tickets are $30 each Advance tickets are 

strongly recommended and available through 
http://ronathey.eventbrite.com.
 In addition, satellite events include a VIP 
reception on Jan. 30 at 8 p.m. (tickets avail-
able by donation through Eventbright) and a 
panel discussion with the artists and other 
experts on the topic of Body Modification on 
Feb. 2 (free). Both events are at Defibrillator, 
1136 N. Milwaukee Ave.
 Athey is also part of the Visiting Artist Pro-
gram at The School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago (SAIC), and will be giving an artist 
talk on Feb. 4 at 6 p.m. at SAIC’s Columbus 
Auditorium, 280 S. Columbus Dr. (This event 
is free.) A signing of his recently released 
book, Pleading in the Blood: the Art and 
Performances of Ron Athey, will immediately 
follow.
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ron Athey. Photo by Manuel Vason

P!NK DVD/Blu-Ray Watching Party
We’ll watch the concert DVD uninterrupted from 9pm

January 28
D!VA Tuesday

P!NK
THE TRUTH ABOUT LOVE TOUR:

LIVE FROM MELBOURNE 
Filmed Live on the Sold-Out World Tour

Includes all the hits!
Available on DVD, Blu-Ray and 
Digital Download January 21st!

Win a copy at 
Sidetrack!

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

®

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


‘Easy Abby’ launches
IndieGogo campaign

The producing team behind the award-win-
ning lesbian Web series Easy Abby has launched 
an IndieGogo campaign to fund Easy Abby the 
show’s second season.

“We are intending to raise close to $100K 
for the second season of Easy Abby and we 
are extending our seven-minute web episodes 
to 22-minute episodes,” said writer/director 
Wendy Jo Carlton (Hannah Free, Jamie & Jessie 
Are Not Together) and actor/producer Lisa Cor-
dileone (Abby) in a statement. The campaign 
ends Feb. 9.

The show has won several honors, including 
an Audience Award for Best Women’s Feature 
and a Golden Kitty Award for Best Lesbian Web 
Series, and was an Editor’s Pick by the Web Se-
ries Channel.

See http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/
easy-abby-season-2 and http://easyabby.
com/.

WCT seeks 
nominations for 
30 Under 30 Awards
 CHICAGO—Windy City Times is seeking to rec-
ognize 30 more outstanding LGBT individuals 
(and allies) for its annual 30 Under 30 Awards.
 Nominees should be 30 years or under as of 
June 30, and should have made some substan-
tial contributions to the LGBT community.
 Individuals, organizations, co-workers, etc. 
can nominate by emailing Andrew@WindyCi-
tyMediaGroup.com. The nomination should be 
100 words or fewer, and should include the 
nominee’s age and contact info.
 The deadline to nominate individuals is Fri-
day, April 18.

Brigade’s ‘Big Bang 
11’ on Jan. 25
  The Chicago Spirit Brigade (CSB) is holding 
its cabaret show “Big Bang 11: Twisted TV” on 

Jan. 25, at Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave.
 The shows will take place at 7 p.m. and 9:45 
p.m. Tickets for the earlier show are $20 each, 
and $25-$60 for the latter event. The second 
show will have reserved zone seating in mul-
tiple price levels and a special raffle prize. 
 See www.brownpapertickets.com for 9:45 
p.m. show tickets. Tickets for the earlier show 
have sold out online; paper tickets for the early 
show will be available ONLY from CSB Members 
and at the door while they last.

‘Hello, Dolly!’ with 
Sally Struthers in 
Joliet Jan. 23 
  Hello, Dolly!—starring Sally Struthers—will 
arrive in Joliet, Ill., at The Rialto Square The-
atre, 15 E. Van Buren St., to bring the pro-
duction to stage on Thursday, Jan. 23, at 7:30 
p.m.
 Struthers stars as matchmaker Dolly, who 
travels to Yonkers, N.Y., to find a match for the 

ornery “well-known unmarried half-a-million-
aire” Horace Vandergelder.
 Tickets are $40-$50 (with possible additional 
fees). Tickets are available at www.rialtosquare.
com, the Rialto Box Office or at 815-726-6600.

CMSA social 
party Jan. 25 
 The Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association 
(CMSA) will hold its annual membership social 
party Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014, at Joe’s Bar, 940 
W. Weed St.
 Doors open at 7 p.m., and there’s free pizza 
7-8 p.m.
 Among the scheduled activities are karaoke, 
live performances and a meet-and-greet with 
American Idol alum Devin Velez. 
 The cover is free for CMSA members and $10 
for non-members; half of the cover will ben-
efit the Bring the Music Initiative. There will 
be two free drinks to the first 250 female and 
male CMSA attendees.
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Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments 1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

Join us for Mass on
Sundays at 5pm
Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic Church for 40 years.

I am you...
We are one.

At Dignit y/Chicago,  we a� rm
s a m e - s e x  u n i o n s  a s  l o v i n g ,
l i fe - giv ing,  and l i fe -a� rming.
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CONNE IONSX MaKE It YOUR BUsINEss

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Divorce/Wills/Trusts  • Real Estate Closings

• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

CONNE IONSX MaKE It YOUR BUsINEss

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 35 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss 

& Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Premarital Agreements

33 N. Dearborn St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60602
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Serving the LGBT community with a 
FreSh reaL eSTaTe PerSPecTive 

“There are many things that 
distinguish me from other 
brokers—most importantly my 
energy, my responsiveness 
and my knowledge.”

Member of Illinois and National 
Association of Realtors & Illinois LGBT 
Network with expert knowledge of 
Chicago and the Chicagoland area 

Olin Eargle, ABR, CNE, SFR
Realtor® / Broker Associate
@properties 
c: 312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Bernadette 
Carter
Broker Associate
Cell: 
708-912-2769

berni.carter@
cbexchange.com

Serving Chicago and Suburbs
“Let my 25 years of experience 

work for you”
PROUD MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy



313 West Grand Ave. • Bensenville, IL 60101
630-860-0400 

w w w.larryroeschv w.com
Open 24-Hours A Day 7 Days A Week At...

Se Habla Español

*All offers plus tax, title, lic & doc fee to qualified buyers. Example: For 0% APR, monthly payment for every $1,000 you finance for 60 mos is $116.67. APR offered to highly qualified customers on approved credit by 
Volkswagen credit. No down payment required with approved credit. ^$2,349 due at signing. $0 security deposit required. Plus tax, title, lic & $161.39 doc fee to qualified buyers through VW Credit. Excludes TDI
models. Lessee responsible for excessive wear, tear, and mileage. 0% APR for 60 mos=$16.67 per $1000 financed. Not all customers will qualify for lowest rate. See dealer for details. Expires 2/3/2014.

Financing for 60 Months 
on select new
2013 Volkswagen Models*0%

APR
PLUS

Inventory Closeout
on 2013 VW Models!

You’re a lot closer to getting a 
 GREAT deal on a Volkswagen
 than you think!

From Our Family To Yours For 4 Generations
QUALIT Y 

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES 

 

2006 MERCEDES-BENz 
CLK-CLASS 3.5L

Stk #13D4454A 

$10,927

2010 VOLKSWAGEN 
GOLf

Certified, Stk #13D4573 

$13,898
2013 VOLKSWAGEN 

JETTA S
Certified, Stk #13D4568 

$15,995

2008 MAzDA3 S 
SPORT

Stk #V13560A 

$9,974

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
JETTA SE

Certified, Stk #13C4516 

$16,990

 2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
BEETLE COUPE 2.5L
Certified, Stk #13D4529

$16,993

2012 fORD 
ESCAPE XLT
Stk #13D4588 

$16,570
2011 fORD
EDGE SEL

Stk #13D4583 

$20,939

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
GOLf

Certified, Stk #13D4541 

$14,925

2010 VOLKSWAGEN 
CC SPORT

Certified, Skt #13D4562 

$17,992

2011 VOLKSWAGEN 
TIGUAN SE

Certified, Stk #13D4508 

$19,909

2012 NISSAN 
MURANO S
Stk #13D4577 

$19,990
2012 GMC 

TERRAIN SLT
Stk #13D4576 

$24,988

2012 LEXUS 
CT 200H PREMIUM

Stk #V14024A 

$23,983

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
TOUAREG SPORT

Certified, Stk #13D4547 

$29,955

 2007 SATURN 
AURA XE

Stk #13N4579 

$8,500

2012 VOLKSWAGEN 
PASSAT SE W/ SNRf
Certified, Stk #13D4538 

$15,951

West Chicago

Wheaton

Downers 
Grove

Oak Park

Naperville

29453

Schaumburg

88

355
294

290

94

90

55

North Ave.

Dundee Rd.

Larry Roesch
VOLKSWAGEN

83

Buffalo Grove

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Min.

Chicago
Min.

Min.

We’re just fifteen minutes from  
Naperville, Chicago, West Chicago or Oak Park.

We’re just fifteen minutes from 
Downers Grove, Wheaton or Schaumburg.... 

and before you buy, give us a try!

JANUARY JAMBOREE!

2014 Jetta S 2.0L 
Lease for

 $149 
per month 

for 36 months^

“Beetle Blowout”
 
$1000 to 

$3500
in Cash Savings

on 2013s

2003 LINCOLN 
TOWN CAR CARTIER

Stk #V13033A 

$7,500

LARRY
ROESCH

2010 CADILLAC SRX 
PERfORMANCE COLLECTION

Stk #13D4559A 

$23,742

2013 VOLKSWAGEN 
 TIGUAN S  

Certified, Stk #13C4517

$20,900

Plus Many More 
To Choose from
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http://www.larryroeschvw.com

