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On a desk Abraham 
Lincoln once used, 
Illinois Gov. Pat 
Quinn (second from 
left) signed the 
Religious Free-
dom and Marriage 
Fairness Act into 
law Nov. 20 at the 
UIC Forum, making 
marriage equality a 
reality throughout 
the state.
Also shown on the 
right is state Sen. 
Heather Steans, 
who sponsored the 
measure in that leg-
islative chamber. 
Secretary of State 
Jesse White is 
at left, and Sen. 
Don Harmon is in 
between Quinn and 
Steans.
See images from the 
historic event on 
page 4.
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Carroll Photography
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By MATT SIMONeTTe
 
People end up not being tested for HIV for many rea-
sons.
 Fear of doctors, needles or the cost. Not knowing that 
you are someone at risk for acquiring the infection. Or 
a hesitancy to even consider the implications of a posi-
tive result.
 Since the early 2000s, Nancy Glick, an infectious dis-
eases physician at Mt. Sinai Hospital and HIV medi-
cal director at Access Community Health Network, has 
focused much of her energy on making HIV testing a 
routine part of every patient’s medical regimen, and re-
moving its stigma.
 “A lot of our efforts have been in the emergency de-
partment,” Glick said. “We just talk to patients [and 
say], ‘This is a really routine part of your medical care.’ 
Just as people are expected to know their blood pres-
sure or cholesterol, you should also be getting screened 
for HIV.”
 Many in Mt. Sinai’s patient population are under-
served, and the emergency department may be the only 

medical facility they visit, which is why Glick and her 
colleagues are committed to make sure they are tested 
there. Testing is widespread in other parts of the hospi-
tal, too. 
 “With our internal medicine and family medicine de-
partments, we’ve really had a good rate of success, es-
pecially as we work closely with the medical residents, 
and tell them, ‘If you admit a patient and you know 
that an HIV screening is not part of their medical re-
cord, just offer them testing.’”
 There is little doubt that widespread testing is still 
needed. Twenty-eight percent of the hospital’s patients 
who have AIDS come into care with a full AIDS diagno-
sis, Glick said.
 “In 2001, 42 percent of those patients came in with 
an AIDS diagnosis,” she added. “We do know that we 
are reaching people sooner, finding and diagnosing 
them when their illness is not so far advanced. But, 
still, more than a quarter of that population have that 
diagnosis when they come in.”
 Patients don’t usually receive counseling before the 
test. Instead a physician obtains the patient’s consent 

and orders it administered as part of the examination 
routine. The test is sent to the lab and a result usually 
is back within 60-90 minutes. Should the examining 
physician not wish to disclose a positive result to the 
patient on their own, they can call on one of three 
patient “navigators” who will also help arrange the pa-
tient’s follow-up care. About 350 patients are currently 
active in the program.
 A long-term issue with testing technology has been 
that HIV usually could not be detected until weeks, or 
even months, after patients were infected. But a fourth 
generation test now allows physicians to diagnose 
someone in the window period when they are sero-con-
verting, Glick said. That’s the test now administered at 
Mt. Sinai.
 “It may be a week to ten days after they are infected 
with HIV, at a time when they are most contagious. 
They may come in with a viral illness—fever, rash, 
lymph nodes swelling—and they can get tested at 
that point. We can help them to prevent transmitting 

Removing stigma
from the hiV test

Turn to page 12
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LGBT health conference as well as what 
transpired at an adoption forum and 
Heartland Alliance’s Global Equality 
Network meeting.
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By MATT SIMONeTTe

More than 2,000 members of the LGBT commu-
nity, as well as their friends, families and allies, 
gathered at the UIC (University of Illinois at 
Chicago) Forum Nov. 20 to watch Gov. Pat Quinn 
sign SB10 into law, bringing marriage equality 
to Illinois effective June 1, 2014.
 Illinois is now officially the 16th U.S. state to 
have marriage equality.
  In a nod to the 150th anniversary of the 
Gettysburg Address, which fell the day before, 
Quinn signed the historic legislation on one of 
Abraham Lincoln’s desks, which was shipped in 
from Springfield for the occasion.
 Quinn shared the stage with numerous political 
allies, among them Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon, House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan, Secretary of State Jesse White, State 
Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka, Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel and Cook County Board President 
Toni Preckwinkle. Also present were state Rep. 
Greg Harris and state Sen. Heather Steans, who 
sponsored SB10 in their respective houses.
 After a moment of silence to remember Illi-
noisans who were lost in the deadly tornadoes 
Nov. 17, Quinn introduced his colleagues.
 Attorney General Madigan brandished a neck-
lace belonging to the late politician Dawn Clark 
Netsch, saying that SB10 ushered in a “new 
proud chapter for the state.” But she added that 
the new era would likely be fraught with work. 
“It is one thing to change the law, and another 
thing to change minds,” Madigan said.
 Topinka spoke to the political bipartisanship 
that was necessary to bring about SB10’s pas-
sage. “It takes both parties to make something 
happen, and when we work together, look what 
we can do,” she said, before naming the Repub-
lican legislators who crossed party lines to vote 
for marriage equality.
 Illinois politicians sometimes take “a lot of 
guff, and sometimes it’s well-deserved,” Topinka 
added. “But I think history will show that on 
this one we were right.”
  Topinka also joked that she would be available 
as a flower girl for weddings, drawing loud ap-
plause from the crowd.
 Simon and White also spoke of the importance 
of the bill’s passage. “It’s time to stop planning 
rallies and start planning weddings,” Simon 
said.
 White urged the LGBT community to keep mov-
ing forward, “for today is a day to rejoice.”
 Preckwinkle called marriage equality “the civil-
rights issue of our time—this is an issue of basic 
human rights. …Throughout our nation’s histo-
ry, nothing worth fighting for has been easy.”
  She added that while many on the stage would 
be remembered for their votes and support for 
marriage equality, there were many more “whose 
names will never appear in history books,” and 
thanked supporters and activists who fought on 
behalf of the legislation.
  Emanuel said that in the wake of the SB10, 
the differences between “gay marriage” and 
“straight marriage” would be blurred, and there 
would only be a single vision of marriage be-
tween loving people. He spoke of the mass civil 
union ceremony he oversaw in the early days of 
his administration, and said he was glad those 
33 couples would soon be able to enjoy the full 
benefits of marriage.
 “We realized that to have a forward looking 
state, we can’t have backward looking laws,” 
Emanuel said.
  Speaker Madigan gave only a few brief re-
marks, mainly to thank Steans and Harris. Quinn 
jokingly thanked Madigan for his “long and pas-
sionate speech,” adding, “Sometimes the great 
speeches aren’t eternal.”
  Steans extended thanks to Senate President 
John Cullerton for his help in stewarding SB10. 
It was Cullerton’s idea, she said, to schedule a 
vote on Valentine’s Day. “I had no idea that he 
was such a romantic, besides such a class-act 
guy.”
  “It is your door knocking, your phone calls, 

your March on Springfield, your conversations 
with family, friends and legislators, your do-
nated time and money, your perseverance that 
brought us to this moment today. …My hus-
band, Leo, and our two kids are here with me to-
day. We’re celebrating that all families can now 
enjoy the rights, the benefits, the obligations, 
the squabbles, the dog walks to the beach—all 
those things that come with marriage,” Steans 
said.
  When Harris came to the podium, he remarked 
that the framers of the Constitution understood 
that liberty and equality are “not destinations, 
but journeys. Since that time men and women 
have struggled to take step after step on that 
journey to ensure the blessings of liberty to our-
selves and our posterity.”
 He went on to thank several religious leaders 
across the state who vocally supported SB10 as 
well as former state GOP Chairman Pat Brady. 
“They stood up for marriage, because marriage is 
a family value,” Harris said, also thanking fami-
lies willing to publicly disclose their stories on 
behalf of marriage equality, such as Jim Darby 
and Patrick Bova.
 Harris also expressed his gratitude to state 
Rep. Kelly Cassidy, who had long championed 
SB10 but was unable to attend the signing 
because of her mother’s death, and state Rep. 
Naomi Jakobsson, who left her gravely ill son’s 
bedside in order to cast her vote on SB10. Her 
son passed away shortly before she returned.
 “Naomi and Kelly—today is for you and your 
families, and all of the loving families of our 
state,” Harris said.
  Darby and Bova came to the podium next. “To-
day is the day we can look back at our five de-
cades together and finally feel like newlyweds,” 
Bova said. The couple has long wanted to ar-
range for Bova to be buried alongside Darby at 
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, 
Ill.
  “This is not a small privilege, a resting place 
for servicemembers,” Bova said. “We have never 
wanted special rights—we always wanted to be 
treated with the honor and respect as afforded 
anyone else who served this country.”
 Just before signing the bill, Quinn closed by 
mentioning Abraham Lincoln and noting the 
Gettysburg Address anniversary. The speech 
spoke not just to audiences in 1863, but is still 
relevant now, Quinn said.
  He called the SB10 signing a “triumph of de-
mocracy, a triumph of government of the people, 
and (a demonstration that) that we believe in 
liberty and equality—and we’re making sure 
that it is part of our law.”
 “I think we understand in our state, that part 
of our unfinished business is to help other states 
in the United States of America achieve marriage 

equality,” Quinn said.
 The Nov. 20 ceremony also featured perfor-
mances by Artemis Singers, Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus and Sami Grisafe.
 After the event, members of the Illinois Unites 
for Marriage coalition, which John Kohlhepp 
headed, gathered at the Chicago Firehouse Res-
taurant. Also speaking to that crowd were fi-
nance co-chairs Laura Ricketts and Ray Koenig, 
Lambda Legal Midwest Director Jim Bennett and 
Harris.
 Anti-gay activist Peter LaBarbera of Americans 
for the Truth About Homosexuality protested the 
event.

Quinn signs marriage equality bill into law

Gov. Pat Quinn (center) receives cheers as he prepares to sign marriage equality into law. Photos 
by Tim Carroll Photography

illinois unites celebrates marriage equality
After Gov. Pat Quinn signed the Illinois marriage equality bill into law Nov. 20, members of the Il-

linois Unites for Marriage coalition celebrated the victory at the Chicago Firehouse Restaurant in the 
South Loop.

Illinois Unites leader John Kohlhepp, finance co-chairs Laura Ricketts and Ray Koenig, Lambda Legal 
Midwest Director Jim Bennett and Rep. Greg Harris all addressed the crowd. Representatives from the 
dozens of coalition partner agencies attended.

More details on the signing here: http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Quinn-signs-
marriage-equality-bill-into-law/45252.html .

Left: Jim Darby and Patrick Bova, together 50 years. Right: Sen. Steans and Rep. Harris. Photos by Hal Baim

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus.

Artemis Singers.

Rep. Naomi Jakobsson. Photo by Hal Baim
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By MATT SIMONeTTe

Chicagoan James “Wally” Brewster, an openly 
gay businessman and fundraiser for President 
Obama, was sworn by Vice President Joe Biden 
as U.S. ambassador to the Dominican Republican 
Nov. 22 in Washington, D.C..
 Brewster was nominated for the position in 
June and confirmed Nov. 14. He had been work-
ing as Managing Partner for SB&K Global, a stra-
tegic consulting firm. From 2010-2012, he was a 
co-chair for President Obama’s re-election cam-
paign and a member of the campaign’s “Leader-
ship Circle.” He also served as a co-chair of LGBT 
issues for the Democratic National Committee 
and is on the Board of Human Rights Campaign. 
He and his partner, Bob Satawake, a managing 
partner at Jameson Sotheby’s International Real 
Estate, together bundled more than $500,000 
for Obama in the last presidential election.
 In a Nov. 15 email, Satawake said he and Brew-
ster would be married shortly after the swearing-
in ceremony.
 “We still can’t believe all this has finally hap-
pened, as many of you know [thanks to FBI in-
terviews] this process all started back in March,” 
said Satawake. “Thank you so much for your kind 
words.”
 In a statement released after the confirmation, 
which appeared in Chicago Sun-Times, Sen. Dick 
Durbin congratulated Brewster.
 “In a meeting in my office after his nomina-

tion, Wally reminded me that he has been vis-
iting the Dominican Republic for many years, 
often spending extended periods of time there,” 
said Durbin. “His understanding of and apprecia-
tion for the country and its people were evident. 
I know that his unique understanding of the Do-
minican Republic, of our shared interests, and 
of our future as partners in trade and in security 
will help to strengthen the ties of our two na-
tions.”
 Brewster’s nomination drew the ire of anti-
gay religious groups in the Dominican Republic. 
Speaking to television reporters, Cardinal Nico-
las de Jesus Lopez, president of the Conference 
of the Dominican Episcopate, used the word 
“maricones”—”faggots”—to describe Brewster. 
There are no laws against homosexuality in the 
Dominican Republic, but members of the LGBT 
community have been subject to harassment, 
and the nation’s constitution bans same-sex 
marriage.
 The administration of President Danilo Medina 
was initially silent on the matter. But officials in 
the Dominican Republic’s U.S. Embassy told the 
publication Foreign Policy that Brewster’s nomi-
nation would not have been announced had the 
government not accepted the nomination.
 Brewster is the fifth openly LGBT ambassador 
confirmed this year, after Daniel Baer (Organiza-
tion for Security and Co-Operation in Europe), 
John Berry (Australia), James Costos (Spain) 
and Rufus Gifford (Denmark).

pASSAGES
Brenda Williams

Brenda Ellen Marie Williams, one of the 
founding members of Artemis Singers and ear-
ly supporter of Mountain Moving Coffeehouse, 
died at home Oct. 11. She was 72.

Williams had many “lives.” She was a nun 
for 16 years who got her Ph.D. in chemistry, 
and taught school in Baltimore, Md., for four 
of those years. She was an advanced tech who 
worked on analysis machines at Rush Presby-
terian St.Luke’s Hospital before she retired 
and sold brass at Brenda’s Boutique on the 
Far South Side.

She will be remembered for her strength, 
courage and fearlessness at speaking out. 
(“I was born liberated.”) She will be greatly 
missed.

A memorial service will be held in Hyde 
Park at St. Paul and the Redeemer Episcopal 
Church, 4945 S. Dorchester Ave., at 1 p.m., on 
Saturday, Nov. 30.

pASSAGES
William
‘Feathers’ Gary
By MATTHeW C. CLARk

Longtime Chicago bartender William Gary 
passed away. Known to friends and patrons as 
“Feathers,” Gary was 74.

As of this story’s deadline, the details of 
Gary’s passing are still unknown. James Henri-
tze, a friend of Gary, told Windy City Times he 
had recently been in the hospital for bypass 
heart surgery, and suffered from liver prob-
lems.

Gary tended bar for many years, notably at 
Bulldog Road, The Granville Anvil, and Bud-
dies Restaurant and Bar, which was inducted 
into the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame 
in 2003.

“He was one of a kind, and always had a 
crowd and a party going on,” friend and for-
mer co-worker Arturo Schultz told Windy City 
Times.

“Feathers was a larger than life figure in the 
community, known for his antics and special-
ty customer service, he leaves a memorable 
legacy,” Heartland Health Outreach Food Pro-
gram Coordinator Lori Cannon told Windy City 
Times.

A memorial service was held Tuesday, Nov. 
26, at Barr Funeral Home, 6222 N. Broadway. 

pASSAGES
Terry L. Baker

Terry L. Baker—a resident of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla., who once lived in Chicago—passed away 
Nov. 11. He was 69.

On Oct. 28, Baker was admitted to the 
intensive care unit at Ft. Lauderdale’s Holy 
Cross Hospital with acute kidney failure and 
respiratory distress.

Baker was born and raised in Milwaukee, 
and lived as an adult in Chicago until 1991, 
when he moved to Ft. Lauderdale.

He was an inspiration to all who knew him, 
previously surviving five arterial bypass op-
erations, two leg amputations, two bouts of 
pneumonia, MRSA, peripheralartery disease, 
colon cancer and HIV. He was also a loyal and 
faithful friend to many.

Baker was the son of Harold and Mae Elliott 
Baker, and the brother of Wayne Baker and the 
late Donald Baker.

Those who mourn Baker’s loss include Wayne 
and loving friends such as Bill Kibler, Steve 
Martin, Todd Barr, Carl Waldschmidt, Charlotte 
Newfeld, Michael Bauer, Roger Simon, Roland 
Kline, Greg Schedler, Dick Huitema, John 
Velasco, Jim Kirchman and others.

Donations can be made in Baker’s memory 
to amFAR (the American Foundation for AIDS 
Research).

Brenda Williams. Photo from Loya Darling

Terry Baker.

From left: James “Wally” Brewster, Vice President Joe Biden and Brewster’s partner, Bob 
Satawake. Photo courtesy of Jacob Meister

The late LGBT icons Bayard Rustin and Sally Ride 
were among those President Obama honored 
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom—the 
country’s highest civilian honor—on Nov. 20.
 In discussing Rustin, Obama said, in part, 
“Openly gay at a time when many had to hide 
who they loved, his unwavering belief that we 
are all equal members of a ‘single human fam-
ily’ took him from his first Freedom Ride to the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights 
movement. Thanks to his unparalleled skills as 
an organizer, progress that once seemed impos-
sible appears, in retrospect, to have been inevi-
table.” Rustin’s partner, Walter Naegle, accepted 
the award on behalf of Rustin.
 Regarding Ride, the president said, again 
in part, “As an astronaut, she sought to keep 
America at the forefront of space exploration. 
As a role model, she fought tirelessly to inspire 
young people—especially girls—to become sci-
entifically literate and to pursue careers in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and math. 
 “At the end of her life, she became an inspi-
ration for those battling pancreatic cancer, and 
for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
community.”
 Ride’s partner, Tam O’Shaughnessy, accepted 
on her behalf.
 Among the others honored with the medal 
were former President Bill Clinton, recognized 
for his humanitarian work through the Clinton 

Foundation; Oprah Winfrey, for her philanthropic 
efforts; country-music singer Loretta Lynn; and 
the late Daniel Inouye, former senator from Ha-
waii, a World War II veteran and the first Japa-
nese-American in Congress; and others.

Brewster sworn in as ambassador

Walter Naegle, partner of Bayard Rustin, 
accepts the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
from President Obama. Photo by Patsy Lynch

William ‘Feathers’ Gary.

Obama gives Rustin,  Ride Medals of Freedom
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By VeRN HeSTeR

At approximately the same time Illinois Gov. Pat 
Quinn signed the marriage-equality bill into law 
in Chicago, Bishop Thomas Paprocki, the head 
of Springfield’s Catholic Diocese, presided over a 
prayer service of “Supplication and Exorcism for 
the Sin of Same-Sex Marriage.” 
 That this service took place in the state capi-
tal no more than 10 blocks from the site of the 
defining march and rally for marriage equality 
less then a month ago could not be lost on any-
one. (Recording devices were not allowed during 
the service.)
 Paprocki called for a recall of the bill while 
saying that politicians who helped enact it are 
“morally complicit as co-operators in facilitating 
this grave sin.”
 Just after the passage of the bill, Paprocki 
stated in the Chicago Tribune, “It is scandalous 
that so many Catholic politicians are responsible 
for enabling the passage of this legislation and 
even twisting the words of the pope to rational-
ize their actions despite the clear teaching of 
the church.”
 Presiding over the service at the Cathedral 
Church of the Immaculate Conception before an 
estimated crowd of 300 church members (senior 
citizens, schoolchildren, parents, and many who 
seemed to have run in from work) Paprocki man-
aged to soften what had appeared in print as an 
anti-LGBT hard-right conservative standpoint. 
At the start of his address he stated, “I did not 
seek to enter any controversy and I don’t relish 
being part of one.” 

 Although the wording and language of his re-
cent press releases have made him appear harsh, 
the Nov. 20 service was all about “mercy” and 
“compassion.” “Our prayer service today and my 
words are not meant to demonize anyone, but 
are intended to call attention to the diabolical 
influences of the devil that have penetrated our 
culture, both in the state and in the Church,” 
Paprocki said in his opening remarks.
 During the service, Paprocki attempted to jus-
tify his perspective with history. He made a point 
of quoting Pope Francis in 2010 when he was 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argentina—
when that country was facing a similar same-
sex legislation. Said Bergoglio at the time, “The 
Argentine people must face ... a situation whose 
result may gravely harm the family. The identity 
of the family, and it’s survival, are in jeopardy 
here: father, mother, and children. Let us not be 

naive; it is not a simple political struggle; it is 
an intention [which is destructive] of the plan 
of God.” Paprocki did not elaborate on just how 
same-sex marriage would destroy the institution 
of marriage.
 Paprocki during his address also stated, “It is 
also a deception to say that there will be no 
adverse effects on children being brought up in 
the household of a same-sex couple,” while lik-
ening this battle with the church’s fight against 
abortion and a woman’s right to choose. Again, 
Paprocki did not elaborate on the “adverse ef-
fects” that would effect said children or how 
gay marriage and abortion could be related as 
“evils.”
 “The Church loves homosexual persons and 
looks upon them with compassion, and [we en-
courage] through our ]services] to live in accord 
with the virtue of chastity,” he added.
 While Paprocki led his followers in a “non-de-
monizing prayer” (which included the refrain, “I 
exorcise you, every unclean spirit, every power 
of darkness, every incursion of the infernal en-
emy...”), a small group of protesters stood for 
hours outside the church in the rain waving 
placards, quietly singing songs and speaking 
about a church that can find room for everyone. 

Springfield bishop
conducts ‘exorcism’ of
same-sex marriage

Protester outside church where Bishop 
Paprocki conducted an “exorcism.” Photo by 
Vern Hester

Equality illinois to 
honor Chicago 
urban League

Equality Illinois announced that the first 
of its annual Freedom Awards to be pre-
sented at the 2014 Equality Illinois Gala 
will go to the Chicago Urban League for 
spreading the message of fairness and 
equality.

Among other things, the league is also 
involved with the Chicago Black Gay Men’s 
Caucus and supports activities at the 
Center on Halsted in Chicago’s Lakeview 
neighborhood.

More recipients will be named in the 
weeks before the gala, which will take 
place Feb. 8, 2014, at the Hilton Chicago, 
720 S. Michigan Ave.

TpAN’s ‘hOTTER’ 
program seeks 
enrollees

Healthy Outcomes through Treatment, 
Empowerment, and Recovery (HOTTER), a 
program with the HIV/AIDS agency Test 
Positive Aware Network, is looking for new 
enrollees.

The program is for African-American MSM 
(men who have sex with men) 18-29 who 
have substance-use and/or mental-health 
issues, and are at risk for either contract-
ing or transmitting HIV/AIDS.

Among other things, HOTTER provides 
group-level intervention, outreach/re-
cruitment, and screening/assessment.

For more information, contact Jonathan 
Mitchell at 773-989-9400, ext. 273, or 
j.mitchell@tpan.com; or Charlotte Moore 
at 773-989-9400, ext. 280, or c.moore@
tpan.com.

Howard Brown Health Center has been 
at the forefront of providing health 
and wellness services to those impacted 
by HIV/AIDS.

Commemorate World AIDS Day on 
December 2nd by knowing your status!

Get FREE testing at the 
following locations:

Howard Brown Health Center
4025 N. Sheridan Road
1:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Broadway Youth Center
615 W. Wellington Avenue
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Walgreens
5440 N. Clark Street
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

For more information about 
our HIV/AIDS services, visit 
howardbrown.org.

http://www.howardbrown.org
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By GReTCHeN RACHeL BLICkeNSDeRFeR

On Nov. 20—while many in Boystown celebrated 
Illinois becoming the 16th state in the nation 
with full marriage equality—the people who 
filled a narrow wing of the Center on Halsted 
were more somber. 
 Transmen, women and genderqueers from 
across the city were there for the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance, an event to memorialize 
the more than 70 transpeople murdered across 
the world. 
 These were merely the documented cases. The 
actual number, and so the scope of the crimes 
worldwide, is unknown.
 Twenty-two-year old Evon Young, was tied up, 
choked with a chain, shot and then set on fire 
in Milwaukee Wisconsin. Venezuelan Palmira 
Garcia, 37, was tortured and partially scalped. 
An unidentified child of 13 suffered death by 
hanging in Brazil. Sixteen-year-old Dwayne 
Jones was beaten, stabbed and run over by a 
car in Jamaica. The list went on and on, read 
by members of the trans community in Chicago, 
some of whom could not hold back their tears. 
 Gloria Allen, who opened the evening, knew 
a lot of friends who died simply because they 
wanted to be themselves. Yet she was hopeful. 
“It’s getting better,” she declared. “We have 
such a bright future. Among the young women 
and guys today, they are educated, they are 
smart and they are beautiful.” 
 Allen came out in 1958, when they were put-
ting transwomen in jail, and was in New York 
during the Stonewall Riots.” We, the transgender 
community, have a history,” she said. “We need 
to come together, stick together and pray to-
gether. God didn’t make a mistake.” 
 Center on Halsted Youth Outreach Coordinator 
Precious Davis added a special touch to the eve-
ning by also honoring the resilience of people 
who are actively working for the community. Off 
stage she said that transpeople need to step for-
ward into the modern world. “The stigma needs 
to be broken,” she said. “We are not caricatures. 
We are everyday people, with passions and 
dreams to have success in life.”
 Diva Donzell, Reina Valentino and Phoenix 
Stone were among the performers who expressed 
those passions in song and verse, a tradition be-

gun by event founders Lois Bates and June La 
Trobe. 
 In closing, Chicago House TransLife Care Co-
ordinator Channyn Parker expressed her thanks 
to trans-pioneers, like La Trobe, Allen, Davis, 
Joy Morris, Alexis Martinez and a myriad of oth-
ers. “You, like trumpets, have raised your voices 
when it appeared the T was being forgotten by 
the L, G and B.” She said. 
 Parker asked that The Transgender Day of Re-
membrance also include a moment of triumph to 
rise above the mourning. “Celebrate yourselves,” 
she told the audience. “Celebrate the resilience, 
leadership and undying spirit you continue to 
display and prove each and every day.” 
 As they recessed, the audience was asked to 
take a purple ribbon to tie to a tree or drop a 
black marble in a pool in memory of someone 
they have lost. 
 The men and women who came together Nov. 
20 each had a personal reason for wanting to 
take part. Das Janssen, a professor of philos-
ophy at Chicago State University, said he was 
there to remember those people who were not 
honored in their deaths. “The more people that 
understand us, the closer we will get to an end 
to the violence.” He said. 
 Antony Hebblethwaite is a communications 
director with the More Light Presbyterians. “I 
hope we can start taking action, like Chicago 
House, with wrap around services for transgen-
der people,” he said. “I want us to do the kind 
of work in our community that will turn things 
around for us.”
 People with El Rescate (The Rescue) said they 
are engaged in precisely that. The transitional 
living facility offers help for homeless LGBTQ 
and HIV positive youth and young adults. Health 
Educator and Outreach Director Maritxa Vidal ex-
plained that the facility exists to see an end 
to transpeople prostituting themselves on the 
streets or turning to drugs, situations that often 
cause additional names to be added to the list 
of those killed. “We want them to be protected,” 
she said. “They can go back to school or get a 
vocation, so when they leave us, they have a 
good foundation, so they don’t have to come 
back.” The facility has space available for at 
least 20 more people. 
 Meanwhile, the Obama administration ex-
pressed its support for the transgender com-
munity in a White House blog marking the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance. “The Obama 
administration remains committed to preventing 
violence against all people, including all mem-
bers of the LGBT community,” a White House 
press release stated. 
 Actions taken included the signing of a reau-
thorization of the Violence Against Women Act 
to include “critical protections for transgender 
people and the broader LGBT community.” The 
Department of Justice has worked with trans-
gender advocacy and law enforcement leaders to 
provide training to people interacting with and 
protecting transgender persons and to prevent 
and respond to hate crimes. 

Transgender Day of
Remembrance raises
hope from tears

Attendees at the Transgender Day of Remembrance at Center on Halsted. Photo by Gretchen 
Rachel Blickensderfer

State Dept. 
recognizes
Transgender Day 
of Remembrance
 The U.S. State Department released a state-
ment recognizing the Transgender Day of Re-
membrance, which was Nov. 20.
 Secretary of State John Kerry said, in part, 
“The State Department joins people around 
the world in marking Transgender Day of Re-
membrance, honoring the memory of lives 
lost to violence provoked by fear and hatred 
of transgender and gender non-conforming 
people. 
 “We have made tremendous progress in ad-
vancing the rights of LGBT persons. But when 
people continue to be harassed, arrested and 
even killed simply because of who they are 
and who they love, we know that we still have 
hard work before us.
 “The rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons are not special or sepa-
rate or different. They are basic human rights. 
And human rights are universal, not negotia-
ble.”

hiV network 
expands 
website’s reach

Illinois HIV Care Connect announced the 
launch of English and Spanish mobile ver-
sions of its website (www.hivcareconnect.
com), making access to treatment-related 
information easier for today’s HIV-positive 
population, according to Business Wire.

Illinois HIV Care Connect is a statewide 
network providing medical case management, 
health care and support services to people 
living with HIV.

In August, the statewide program launched 
a Spanish version of its desktop website (at 
www.hivcareconnect.com/index-es.html). 
Hispanics account for about 20 percent of 

new HIV infections in the United States, 
according to the CDC. The program also 
launched an English Twitter feed (https://
twitter.com/ILCareConnect); Facebook pag-
es in English (https://www.facebook.com/
ILCareConnect) and Spanish (https://www.
facebook.com/ILCareConnectSpanish); and 
Google+ pages in English (https://plus.
google.com/+Hivcareconnect)and Spanish 
(http://tinyurl.com/ILCareConnectSpanish). 

Garofalo, Menard ,
Schoettes 
in ‘pOZ 100’

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of 
Chicago Division Head of Adolescent Medicine 
Robert Garofalo; AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
(AFC) Vice President of Operations Tom Men-
ard; and Lambda Legal HIV Project Director 
Scott Schoettes are among the individuals 
named to POZ magazine’s fourth annual “POZ 
100” list.

POZ is a print and online brand for people 
living with and affected by HIV/AIDS.

Garofalo also directs the hospital’s Adoles-
cent/Young Adult HIV Program and the Cen-
ter for Gender, Sexuality and HIV Prevention 
through the Lurie Children’s Research Center. 
He is associate professor of pediatrics and 
preventive medicine at Northwestern Uni-
versity’s Feinberg School of Medicine. He has 
been HIV-positive since 2010.

Menard has held his post at AFC since 2005, 
overseeing the day-to-day internal function-
ing of the organization. He has been HIV-
positive since 1982.

Schoettes co-chairs the HIV Legal Working 
Group at the Positive Justice Project and has 
worked on the REPEAL HIV Discrimination 
Act. He was also involved in the effort to take 
down the travel and immigration ban against 
people living with HIV. Schoettes has been 
HIV-positive since 1999.

Visit www.poz.com/100 to see this year’s 
full list.

health/wellness fair
Dec. 3 at Center
 On Tuesday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., will host a com-
munity health and resource fair with a focus on 
healthy living for LGBTQ individuals. 
 To register for the event and to see a list of 
vendors, sponsors and demos, visit https://com-
munity.centeronhalsted.org/FeelGoodAtt. For 
more information about how to become a ven-
dor, call 773-661-0957.

TIRED OF BEING A VICTIM?
The new law in Illinois gives you 

the right to protect yourself.

Take our training class and get the 
license that arms you with confidence.

This Holiday Season give a GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for a class to your partner.

ILLINOISCONCEAL-CARRYTRAINING.COM
708-620-7691        •        312-802-2145

Be safe.  Be confident.  Be armed.

Prepare for your marital 
living trust estate Plan 

now!

Visit www.TuohyLawOffices.com 
for 24/7 connection

Convenient location at Halsted and Jackson 
1-312-729-5200

Hire the law firm that has created 
over 2,500 estate plans

50% LGBT fee discount 
if you sign up before 12/25/13

•Locks in fee for future use
•Free Consultations

CeLebrate 
Marriage equaLity

http://www.tuohylawoffices.com
http://www.illinoisconceal-carrytraining.com
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Congratulations on 
Marriage Equality!

I look forward to finally 
issuing marriage 
licenses to all couples! 

Our office in the lower 
level of the Daley 
Center will be open on 
Sunday, June 1. More 
details to follow. 

For more information, 
and other details about 
the new marriage law, go to  
cookcountyclerk.com/vitalrecords/marriageequality.

Let the wedding planning begin!

 - Cook County Clerk David Orr

http://www.cookcountyclerk.com
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By LeIGH HeLLMAN

Margo Manhattan has been cutting stones since 
before she was in high school. 
 It started with Swarovski crystals in her aunt’s 
attic and quickly evolved into jewelry courses 
with her mother and, eventually, a career path 
of her own. “I think I was all of about 12 years 
old. I started making earrings and necklaces—
I was always just really excited about making 
different things,” Manhattan remembered. “I’ve 
always loved working with my hands and coming 
up with different ways to put things together. 
I started taking jewelry classes and I did that 
right up until the point that I went to college 
for jewelry design at FIT (the Fashion Institute 
of Technology in New York).” 
 After graduation, Manhattan started making 
pieces for the New York clubs, then moved to 
Paris to continue studying jewelry design at Stu-
dio Bercot. She worked with designers like Karl 
Lagerfeld and Patrick Kelly—and then Vogue 
saw her jewelry in a fashion shoot. They ran a 
feature on her designs and she began to gain 
international attention, particularly from Joyce 
Ma, founder of the JOYCE boutiques in Hong 
Kong. When she returned to New York she got 
into production and started to explore ways in 
which she could expand both her professional 
and her philanthropic goals. It was the end of 
the 1980s and the city she had left to pursue 
her design dreams wasn’t the same one she came 
back to.
 “AIDS was rampant; it was crazy,” Manhattan 
said. “At that time I was hanging out in the 
clubs with Keith Haring and Andy Warhol and 
Madonna and Cyndi Lauper, and we were all re-
ally afraid of AIDS—we didn’t really know any-
thing about it. 
 “I had done an Earth pin for Earth Day in 1990. 
I was really excited about that whole project 
and thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be fabulous if I could 
design a piece that would be symbolic for AIDS 
awareness and raise a lot of money to help erad-
icate this disease?’” She approached a friend 
who was on the board of amfAR (The American 
Foundation for AIDS Research) and pitched her 
idea. The response was immediate. Manhattan 
set to work finalizing an iconic design.
 “The whole idea came from the Gulf War yel-
low bow that I developed, which didn’t really 
go anywhere,” Manhattan laughed. “But that’s 
where I came up with the idea of doing a rib-

bon.” The red ribbon design was approved and 
launched in 1991, and then everything just took 
off. “We couldn’t produce fast enough. Every or-
ganization was using it as a fundraising tool and 
we were using it to donate money back to them 
[the organizations]. It just spread like wildfire.” 
 But not everyone embraced the campaign. 
Manhattan recalled the social climate when the 
red ribbon first came out: “At the time when I 
created it, I think people were really afraid that 
if they wore the red ribbon it meant that they 
were gay. A lot of men were concerned about 
wearing it. It was mostly worn by women and 
[openly] gay men.” 
 She also shared the story of one of her friends, 
a man living in Minnesota with AIDS whose 
life was deeply affected by the campaign. “The 
presence of the ribbon really let him take on a 
new life. It made it more acceptable for him to 
have AIDS and to be able to reach out and get 
help without shame or judgment.” These effects 
were felt throughout the community. “Organiz-
ers were really experimenting more—because we 
had raised so much money—with new types of 
research and development.” 
 The different in attitudes and awareness be-
tween then and now is striking for Manhattan. 

“The AIDS crisis was very much a part of my 
life then— it was just so close to home. For my 
friends who had it, it became, ‘How can we help 
them?’ and we all had to evolve into that. Some 
friends we lost, some of them survived and are 
still surviving today. People who contract it now 
have the probability of being cured. I can’t say 
enough wonderful things about what I think the 
awareness has done.”
 However, Manhattan couldn’t have imagined 
the impact that her design and its subsequent 
campaign were going to have. “I never thought 
that it would become a global symbol. I’m so 
proud of that. When I see people wearing it, or 
even renditions of my original design, it’s just so 
flattering. But it also helped so much, and I’m 
glad that I was such an integral part of it.”
 In the end, Manhattan’s design truly became 

something more. “It’s become so universal that 
it’s kind of taken on a life of its own. I hope that 
it continues to leave its mark.”
 Manhattan’s most recent charity work was her 
Meridian bracelet to benefit the Samuel Waxman 
Cancer Research Foundation. It was designed as 
a representation of a healthy cell, with the in-
tention that visualizing healthy cells can help 
promote a general sense of wellness—the life 
philosophy that has always driven Manhattan, 
from the AIDS ribbon and beyond. “It’s so im-
portant to have a positive outlook.”
 If you are interested in learning more about 
Margo Manhattan and her work, or are interested 
in ordering custom charity pieces, you can con-
tact her through her website (www.margoman-
hattan.com/) or visit her at her flagship store in 
New York.

WORLD AiDS DAY 2013

The little red ribbon
that changed the world

World AiDS 
Day events 
By MATT SIMONeTTe
 
A number of local organizations have events 
planned to commemorate World AIDS Day. All 
events take place on Sunday, Dec. 1, unless 
otherwise noted.
 —AIDS Foundation of Chicago hosts its an-
nual World of Chocolate celebration at Union 
Station, 225 S. Canal St., at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 6. Union Station’s Great Hall will 
be transformed into a decadent adventure of 
sweet and savory chocolate creations made 
by chefs, chocolatiers and caterers from all 
over Chicago, according to organizers. For 
more information, visit aidschicago.org or 
call 312-922-2322.
 —Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., 
presents a screening of film clips and the full-
length feature Black Is, Black Ain’t, themed 
around HIV and young-people, at 2-4 p.m. Art 
by participants in the Center’s HIV art-thera-
py program, as well as artist Dan Anthon, the 
program’s facilitator, is on display from 5-6 
p.m. on the Center’s second and third floors. 
 Finally, “Spoken Stories,” by area perform-
ers, will be presented at 6-8 p.m. Among 
those scheduled are Allegra Malone, Ames 
Hawkins, Ken Like Barbie, Joe Varisco, Parker 
Stockman, Precious Davis, Tim’m West, Teresa 
Kuruvilla and Jay Contarez Jr. For more infor-
mation, visit centeronhalsted.org or call 773-
472-6469.
 —Howard Brown Health Center will offer 
free HIV testing Monday, Dec. 2, at its main 
location, 4025 N. Sheridan Rd., from 1-7 
p.m.; Broadway Youth Center, 615 W. Welling-
ton Ave., from 3-7 p.m.; and Walgreens, 5440 
N. Clark St., from 3-7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit howardbrown.org or call 773-388-
1600.   

 —Test Positive Aware Network will give pre-
sentations during morning services at Unity 
Church of Chicago, 1925 W. Thome Ave., at 
10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit tpan.com or call 773-989-9400.
 —TransActions will host its “Legends Lunch 
All Star Awards” in association with the Chi-
cago Department of Public Health at 1 p.m. at 
Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave. For more in-
formation contact Joy Morris at mzjoy773@
yahoo.com or call 312-513-3878.
 —Vida/Sida hosts its 25th-anniversary 
dinner and gala at 5-8 p.m. at Institute of 
Puerto Rican Arts and Culture, 3015 W. Divi-
sion St. Among those honored will be Carmen 
Velazquez, executive director of Alivio Medi-
cal Center; Dora Garcia, associate executive 
director, Alivio Medical Center; state Sen. Wil-
liam Delgado; state Sen. Iris Martinez; state 
Rep. Cynthia Soto; state Rep. Maria Antonia 
Berrios; and State Rep. Luis Arreyo. 
 The gala will be preceded by a vigil at Casita 
de Don Pedro, 2625 W. Division St., at 3-3:45 
p.m.; the dedication of the new Vida/Sida of-
fice, 2640 W. Divistion St., from 3:45-4:15 
p.m.; and an open house at El Rescate, 2703 
W. Division St., from 4:15-4:45 p.m. For more 
information, call 773-278-6737. 
 —“STRUT: The Fashion Show” will take 
place Sunday, Dec. 1, at Castle Nightclub, 628 
N. Dearborn St., on the second floor. Doors 
will open at 4 p.m.; showtime will be 5:30 
p.m. The event will feature the works of fash-
ion designer Mark Roscoe; the HEATED men’s 
underwear collection; G-Star Raw; and the 
Yersinia Pestis Collection by Courtney Lucan-
sky, among others.
 The HIV/AIDS agency Project VIDA is spon-
soring the event.
 Admission is $20; table reservations are 
$30.
 Tickets are available at The Music Experi-
ence, 1959 1/2 E. 73rd St.; for more info, call 
773-779-2399.

 *  For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, see the Manufacturer’s Certification Statement and FAQs at hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas 
and its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a tax professional regarding your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette 
Architella honeycomb shades. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas. 

Insulating Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades from Hunter Douglas are an attractive 
way to help lower your energy costs. And thanks to the reinstatement of the federal tax 
credit for select energy-efficient products, your purchase of qualifying shades may entitle 
you to a tax credit of up to $500.* Hurry, this opportunity ends December 31, 2013!

A Beautiful Opportunity  
to Save in 2013.

38792

Follow Us At Facebook or Twitter

HOM by Ray & Son
796 S Buffalo Grove Rd 
Buffalo Grove,  IL  60089
847-541-4848 
www.hombyrayandson.com 
Serving Chicago and Suburbs

http://www.hombyranandson.com
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HIV—that’s the most contagious they’ll ever be 
in their infection—and also get them into treat-
ment quicker.”
 Glick said that she’s seeing a number of in-
fected patients come in who are older.
 “Even though CDC recommends testing up 
through age 64, we’ve found people up through 
their late 60s and early 70s that are HIV posi-
tive. No one thinks to test them because they’re 
not who you’d think would be at risk for HIV. …
They may not currently be sexually active, but 
they may have had exposure (years before) and 
were unaware of the associated risks.
 “I had a situation with an 85-year-old man, 
who was HIV-positive and living in a nursing 
home and asking for Viagra. There’s a whole kind 
of other world going on in long-term care facili-
ties. There’s a whole lot of sexual activity go-
ing on in them sometimes. That’s something we 
don’t talk a lot about.”
 The diagnosis is “almost always a surprise to 
people—sometimes less of a surprise, some-
times more. We try to make sure that they get 
into care and get them enrolled into ADAP or 
Ryan White programs right away. Once they get 
to the clinic they are connected to our case 
managers as needed. If they fall out of care—
say they miss a visit or two—we reach out to 
them,” Glick said.
 While the initial diagnosis can be traumatic for 
a patient, the actual treatment for HIV no longer 
has to be, Glick said. “A diagnosis of HIV is ‘bet-
ter’ than a lot of other diagnoses than are given 
today. … We tell people, ‘If you’re a 20-year-old 
you should almost have a near-normal life ex-
pectancy, if you get treatment.’”
 But she did not underplay the fidelity a patient 
with HIV must maintain to their medical regi-
men.
 “It’s a hard line to walk,” Glick said. “What I 
tell people is, ‘This is a disease you have to deal 
with. It’s like being a diabetic. You can’t ignore 
it. If you ignore it, you’ll get sicker and it won’t 
go away.’”
 Patients now have options to take one pill a 
day made up of three or four medications. “They 
have nothing like the side effects you used 
to have,” Glick added. “There’s some strange 
dreams, dizziness or GI side effects, but I find 
that with most people, we can find a regimen 
that they can tolerate and take easily. For some 
people, it might mean two or three pills a day.
 “When people get into trouble is when they 
skip it. You have to do it or not do it. Most 
of the people I see are on medication and it’s 
not interfering with their life. They are taking it 
daily and doing well.”
 

 Indeed, for many of Glick’s patients, contend-
ing with the HIV infection itself may end up as 
the least of their concerns, according to Glick. 
Many patients face numerous barriers from their 
day-to-day lives, among them unstable hous-
ing, substance use and abuse, untreated mental 
illness and the threat of violence. Often, their 
employment status can also have a hand in their 
well-being.
 “We’ve had individuals that have been out of 
care for a while or inconsistently in care, and 
once they were able to obtain employment, 
they’re showing back up in the clinic,” said Mo-
nique Rucker, who coordinates the patient navi-
gators.
 “And, on the other side of that, some people 
have employment that is so tenuous that if they 
miss a day of work they will lose their job,” Glick 
added.
 She said that, even though the stigma of HIV 
infection has diminished over the last 15 years 
or so, it still remains a problem for the popula-
tions she serves. “There are still issues around 
being gay, who you’re sexually active with, 
where you got it from and acceptance within 
family and religious communities.”
 Mt. Sinai receives funding so a navigator can 
sit down with a patient to determine what bar-
riers may impede their coming to appointments 
and receiving proper care, according to Rucker. 
“There’s an actual assessment. A navigator goes 
through all those things, and literally looks at 
the basic needs of the individual that are not 
being met.”
 Another frequent barrier to testing is that 
patients sometimes think that they have been 
tested when they have not. Many people assume 
that they are being tested for HIV as a matter of 
routine when they have blood drawn as part of a 
physical or treatment for another illness. “There 
should not be that assumption—people should 
go ahead and ask,” Rucker said.
 “It’s not going to be done automatically,” 
added Glick. “There has to be some kind of con-
sent, given either verbally or when you sign in 
to your doctor’s office. Many people think that 
when they take your blood they are looking for 
everything, but it’s usually meant for specific 
tests.”
Glick said that everyone should be tested at 
least once, and that sexually active people 
should do so at least twice a year.
 “People are so often afraid of being tested, but 
you can’t really put your head in the sand about 
it,” she added. “If you’re positive, it is treat-
able and it’s not a death sentence. And if you’re 
negative, there are great ways to stay that way.”
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By GReTCHeN RACHeL BLICkeNSDeRFeR

In 2002, Joy Morris, a Chicago transgender 
woman living with HIV, had an epiphany and 
founded TransActions, an organization that lob-
bies and advocates for HIV services for transgen-
der people at both the local and national levels. 
“God told me to get up and pick up my cross, 
and that he had my back.” She remembered from 
her bed at Kindred Hospital. 
 Prior to that moment, Morris who is now 50, 
described herself as herself as a “prostitute, 
dope fiend, junkie.” She had reached the bottom 
through an addiction to crack cocaine that be-
gan when she was diagnosed with HIV in 1986. 
“It was terrible,” she recalled. “This was at the 
height of the hysteria. They were killing gay kids 
because of the stigma.” 
 She was also dealing with the discrimination 
that came with being a trans woman. She had 
no job and was constantly harassed by the po-
lice. Impoverished and homeless, she said she 
did what she had to do in order to survive. 
 Morris knew she was transgender at 5 years 
old. Her single mother worked double shifts, 
leaving Morris and her two siblings to fend for 
themselves. “I would dress up in her clothes 

when she was at work, “Morris said. “My brother 
would beat me up and I would try to suppress 
it.” 
 She left home at 18 and spent her days liv-
ing in abandoned buildings or sleeping on park 
benches. When she found a place to stay, she 
always took in other trans women. “If I had 
somewhere to go, they had somewhere to go,” 
she said. 
 Wasting away from the effects of HIV and her 
drug addiction, Morris wound up at the Haymar-
ket Center, one of the Midwest’s largest multi-
modal substance abuse facilities. It was there 
that she met Kenis Williams, who was working 
to develop the organization’s HIV’s prevention, 
testing and care program. “She was my men-
tor mother,” Morris remembered with a smile. 
“That’s where my clean and sober journey and 
my advocacy began.” 
 Morris noticed a disparity and a bias in the 
standard of care for HIV infected persons in the 
transgendered community. “There was no con-
crete documentation of us,” Morris said. “Our 
numbers were scattered all over the place. One 
core report listed 16 transgendered arrivals, and 
another from the same agency in the same time 
frame, listed just three.” 
 Morris also noticed that there were few, if any, 
jobs for trans people in the HIV service arena. 
“Somebody had to pick up the torch,” she said. 
“Trans people had the highest prevalence per 
capita of HIV infection than all other demo-
graphic groups combined. Our numbers were 
actually off the charts.” 

 Morris said she started TransActions to be a 
voice and a beacon of hope to HIV infected 
trans people. With no funding, she helped to 
make job referrals for trans-women and ensured 
that they received housing when needed. 
 In 2012, TransActions partnered with the 
E.A.S.E. (Educate, Advocate, Support, Empower) 
Long Term Survivors Awards, recognizing those 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS who actively 
work to improve the lives of people infected 
with HIV and to prevent the spread of the dis-
ease. Morris said that the E.A.S.E. awards, a vol-
unteer based event, had fallen apart and lost 
its leadership. She wanted to ensure that the 
legacy and tradition of the ceremony continued. 
 Honorees in 2012 included Lurie Children’s 
Hospital Gender, Sexuality and HIV Prevention 
Center Director, Dr. Robert Garofalo, Minister 
and LGBT youth advocate, Lois Bates and Mor-
ris’ mentor, Kenis Williams. The monumental task 
of putting the event together exhausted Morris 
who was still experiencing health setbacks but 
she received enough support from the commu-
nity for the event to ultimately be a success.
 This year’s ceremony, part of World AIDS Day, 
has further expanded to include the Chicago 
Department of Public Health’s Hope and Spirit 

Awards. The event will honor community leaders 
for their advocacy, commitment, dedication and 
leadership. It will take place Sunday, Dec. 1, at 
the Mayne Stage Theatre from 1-6 pm. 
 Morris will emcee along Chicago Department 
of Public Health Community Engagement Officer 
Bruce Edwards, who will present the Hope and 
Spirit Awards, and Sherman Bryant, a community 
activist for HIV awareness, who will present the 
E.A.S.E. Awards.
 Edwards said he is excited to collaborate with 
Morris this year. “People with HIV are still try-
ing to combat the stigma the disease carries 
with it,” he said. “We want people to see this 
ceremony and be inspired. Hopefully, they will 
realize that rather than hiding themselves away, 
they can do something to help the community.” 
 This year’s honorees include Trisha Lee Hollo-
way, who helped to start the first trans housing 
program with Chicago House, AIDS Foundation 
Senior VP, Simone Koehlinger, and John Stryk-
er, a certified nurse practitioner at the Howard 
Brown Health Center. The event will also serve as 
the launch pad for “The World is Waiting. Where 
is the Cure?,” a community-driven campaign to 
generate HIV awareness across the globe.
 Morris hopes the future will make TransActions 
a force for change. “I want to take the transgen-
der community to a higher level.” she said.
 The Legends Lunch will take place Saturday, 
Dec. 1, 1-6 p.m., at the Mayne Stage Theater, 
1328 W. Morse Ave. Contact Joy Morris at 
312-513-3878 or mzjoy773@yahoo.com.
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Joel Berger was at his desk that January day when his doctor 
called from his cell phone, and Berger learned the news that 
would change his life.
 He was told he had prostate cancer.
 “This year has been very tough,” said Berger, who had a five-
hour surgery to battle the cancer.
 He is now “feeling good, all corrected.”
 Berger was 
s u p p o r t e d 
throughout the 
year by Imerman 
Angels, a Chicago-
based nonprofit 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that provides 
free, one-on-one 
cancer support 
services for cancer 
victims, survivors, 
and caregivers. 
 An angel once 
even picked up 
Berger from the 
hospital.
 He had been 
recommended to 
Imerman Angels 
by a friend 
“because I was so upset and looking for help, support to get 
through my own cancer.”
 Berger has been supported by the Angels with regular phone 
calls and more. As he put it: “whatever it took to get me through 
this; they have been so, so very helpful.”
 Berger is one of 13 openly gay Chicagoans supported by 
Imerman Angels, according to a program manager for the 
charity.
 There are 543 Angels in the Chicago area, and Berger is now 
one of them—helping and supporting others in need.
 “After a cancer diagnosis, I now, for the rest of my life, always 
will have to look over my shoulder. But I’m now doing great, and 
am very proud to be an Angel myself,” he said.
 Berger will have blood work treatments every six months for 
the next two years, and then annually going forward.

GAY
in the

LIFE
Joel Berger

By ROSS FORMAN

Age
54

Neighborhood
Lakeview

Relationship status
Single

Job title
Clerk, Circuit Court of 
Cook County

Locally grown
Originally from suburban 
Skokie, graduated from 
Niles North High School

Cubs or White Sox?
Cubs

Favorite restaurant
Burger Bar

Favorite movie
Captain Phillips

Favorite TV shows
House Hunters 
International

Little-known fact
“At 6 weeks [old], I 
wasn’t expected to live 
half an hour.” 
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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AiDS has 
changed
everything
Religious extremism fueled 
the battle for LGBT acceptance

If LGBT people had not already been a secreted/
hidden part of every family on earth it is possi-
ble that the advent of AIDS would have derailed 
the LGBT-rights movement for decades—certain-
ly that is what the Religious Right had assumed 
when it triumphantly declared “The ‘Sexual Rev-
olution’ is over” at the dawn of the epidemic. 
But when AIDS forced an entire generation of 
gay men out of the closet, it also forced their 
families to choose between the fundamentalist 
political conservatism of Jerry Falwell and Jesse 
Helms—and their own flesh and blood. 
 No doubt many chose wrong and have had to 
live with the consequences of abandoning their 
dying children—the residual effects of which 
continue to ripple through the collective po-
litical conscience of religious conservatism. But 
many chose their sons and had to confront their 
own bigotry and ignorance and the politics they 
had blindly supported. In the process the politi-
cal landscape of America began to silently shift 
to the left precisely because of the very same 
“family values” that had been conceived of as a 
political tac to destroy gay social gains by has-
tening a retreat back into the closet.
 Because nothing happens in a vacuum it must 
be pointed out that the explosion of gay political 
engagement, brought about by AIDS activism, 
coincided with the “Third Way” political cen-
trism championed by Bill Clinton and the Demo-
cratic Leadership Council of the 1980s/’90s. The 
DLC sought to pull the Democratic Party toward 
the Center by fusing progressive political ideals 
with moderate economic theory. It not only led 
to two successive Clinton victories but to the 
greatest peace-time economic expansion and 
federal budget surpluses since World War II—all 
while one-time “leftist principles” began their 
slow move into the mainstream. 
 Although Clinton’s tenure also produced DADT 
and DOMA, those anti-Gay statutes were actu-
ally championed by Congress, a Fundamentalist 
backlash against the increasing tolerance that 
Clinton’s time in the White House came to exem-
plify. Like the AIDS-phobic laws which came be-
fore them, DADT and DOMA galvanized the LGBT 
community politically while educating a public 
whose once-pious indifference was slowly giving 
way to sympathy.
 Ironically, by having forced the American 
people to contemplate Bill Clinton’s zipper for 
several years, the conservative witch hunt that 
made Monica Lewinsky a household name unwit-
tingly helped many to decide they really didn’t 
care that much about sexual peccadilloes. This 
transformed Americans’ expectations of their 
politicians and pretty much neutralized what-
ever capacity tawdry scandal alone once had to 
influence the ballot—prompting a “trickle down 
liberalization” of how everyone’s sexuality—in-
cluding LGBT sexuality—was perceived. Though 
it cannot be denied that many states would be-
gin using anti-Gay ballot initiatives to get reli-
gious conservatives to the polls, Americans in 
general started caring less and less about what 
went on in other people’s bedrooms.

 When the Clinton era came to an end, George 
Bush’s “Compassionate Conservatism” had prom-
ised to dial down the rhetoric in order to gently 
pull the country back towards the Right. But the 
Centrist repositioning of the Democratic Party, 
the increasing “permissiveness” of modern cul-
ture, and the world-changing events of 9/11 
convinced social conservatives within the GOP 
(which had spent the better part of the 20th 
century honing their moral superiority) that 
what was really needed was a shift even fur-
ther to the Right—leaving the political center 
(which was increasingly occupied by openly gay 
people) out of their calculus. Over a decade lat-
er this remains the political strategy of the Tea 
Party, which has attempted to ride a new wave 
of defiant racism and homophobia—tinged with 
religious overtones—to great glory, with ques-
tionable results.
 What may have worked in the 1990s (and still 
works in some areas) is now politically toxic 
in much of the country. AIDS has come to be 
viewed as a medically manageable disease and 
no longer carries quite the same moral stigma 
it once did. LGBT people continue to come out 
(some as young as 12 years old) to their fami-
lies and friends and co-workers—further erod-
ing America’s one-time rock-solid opposition 
to All-Things-Gay through simple familiarity. 
(Historians may never be able to say when the 
actual “tipping point” occurred—but I’m pretty 
sure its name was Ellen, Will and Grace.) The 
more conservatives have tried to capitalize on 
the culture war (which they refuse to acknowl-
edge they have already lost) the more kerosene 
they have poured on the flames of their own 
political pyre. The resulting rapidity of LGBT cul-
tural acceptance—as evidenced by significant 
political gains once thought unimaginable by 
both sides—has thus been fueled as much by 
our maturation as a constituency as by the over-
reach and histrionics of religious conservatives 
who thought homophobia and racism were reli-
able universal constants. Congressional repeal of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the re-election of Barack 
Obama, the expansion of same-sex marriage by 
voters themselves and the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
rejection of part of DOMA all proved that in 
spite of every effort to cultivate a Conservative 
Renaissance in the United States, the tide has 
turned. 
 By ripping the doors off an entire generation’s 
closets, AIDS revealed the contorted face of ho-
mophobia and held a mirror up to it—and ever 
since that time a slowly increasing majority of 
Americans has not liked what they have been 
forced to see. The realization that LGBT people 
were also brothers and sisters and aunts and un-
cles and parents and friends and cousins struck 
our culture like nothing before it ever could 
have—triggering a re-alignment of America’s 
politics (and an erosion of religion’s influence) 
that has taken over 30 years to play out. It is 
not that everyone has become more progressive, 
as much as one-time “progressive values” have 
been mainstreamed within a largely moderate 
Republican landscape that is now seemingly 
over-run by LGBT people who, though shaken to 
their core by AIDS, faced their mortality, rose to 
the challenges, and now demand not only toler-

ance but the right to be married and to serve 
their country—upending every stereotype about 
them ever conceived.
 The “revelation” many straight people have 
experienced about the LGBT people they sud-
denly perceive in their midst is emblematic of 
the degree to which everything has changed—a 
change that has been easier for some than oth-
ers. It has also proved a challenge for the many 
LGBT people who had been quite comfortable 
defying social conventions. 
 The question is: Where do we go now? What will 
become of our community and its historically 
iconoclastic, liberal activist spirit—one which, 
though driven by empathy and an innate sense 
of social justice, has seen its greatest successes 
financed in no small way by moneyed conser-
vative gay men? As court battles and electoral 
victories pile up, as poll numbers continue to 
move in our favor—as we come to embrace our 
own history and place in the world—what will 
happen when we find ourselves—with all of our 
differences—no longer united by the social ap-
probation that has shaped everything about our 
relationship to the world—and to each other?
 LGBT people have, throughout history, been 
the backbone of so many “movements” that 
even as those efforts went unacknowledged by 
homophobic compatriots, we continued to press 
for (and achieve) great social change long be-
fore there ever was AIDS. 
 Given that LGBT political gains have been 
largely propelled by Democrats and liberal in-
dependents, will we push ever-leftward toward 
democratic socialism? Will an awakened GOP 
break the loosening grip of religionism to seek 
out our best and brightest (and wealthiest) in an 
effort to rebuild their troubled brand? Or are we 
entering a half-century of new “Center” domina-
tion where our enemies are largely ignored and 
LGBT people, having been accepted as a simple 
fact of life, blithely go along, as so many young 
gay activists do today, unaware of the price that 
has been paid for their freedom? What if all this 
success makes us forget how to fight?
 The long road leading to the acceptance of 
gay people is littered with the corpses of AIDS 
deaths which are invisible to all except those of 
us who cannot forget the sacrifices that were 
made by so many who did not live to see this 
day. That those deaths were cheered on by pur-
portedly religious people is an inescapable fact 
that has undermined religion’s credibility for to-
day’s decidedly liberal youth whose influence at 
the ballot box will only further accelerate the 
changes we have seen. 
 Although we still have a way to go before LGBT 
acceptance is no longer confined to certain re-
gions and “free” states, our success has been a 
bellwether of broader changes in society—most 
of which we made happen. Hence, where we find 
ourselves during this historic time is no acci-
dent. In this way AIDS—and the political, cul-
tural and religionist tsunami it helped unleash 
over three decades ago—washed away much of 
what was taken for granted by everyone, leaving 
an altered landscape—and people—in its wake. 
 Victor Salvo is the founder and head of The 
Legacy Project (www.LegacyProjectChicago.
org).
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By SCOTT C. MORGAN
                
Many celebrities are loathe to admit that they’ve 
“had work done.” But in the case of the cre-
ators to About Face Theatre’s We Three Lizas, 
they freely admit that a number of nips, tucks 
and implants have been performed on their 2012 
holiday musical inspired by that legendary Hol-
lywood and Broadway gay icon Liza Minnelli.
 “It wasn’t fully cooked,” admits playwright/
actor Scott Bradley, who co-authored We Three 
Lizas with composer/lyricist Alan Schmuckler 
under the direction of Scott Ferguson. “It could 
be kind of loose and fun, but the story was kind 
of all over the place.”
 On top of co-writing We Three Lizas, Bradley 
was also acting in the show as “Liza Is,” a drag 
version of Liza Minnelli who functioned as a 
sort of Ghost of Christmas Present in this Dr. 
Seussian-queer take on Charles Dickens’ holiday 
classic A Christmas Carol. Since there was only 
an abbreviated three-month period to write the 
show after previous About Face Theatre artistic 
director Bonnie Metzgar green-lit the produc-
tion, Bradley felt We Three Lizas didn’t quite live 
up to its potential.
 “Because Alan needed to work on music and 
I wrote the lyrics first, I was writing songs for 
characters that I hadn’t even written scenes for 
yet,” said Bradley, who countered when asked if 
he had taken on too much by writing and per-
forming that he was working in the same way 
that he usually did on previous campy musicals 
he co-created like Alien Queen and Carpenters 
Halloween for The Scooty & JoJo Show.
 “Thank goodness people loved it and really en-
joyed what it was about last year,” said Bradley, 
even more grateful that new About Face Theatre 
artistic director Andrew Volkoff liked the show 
so much that he found funding for We Three Li-

zas to undergo further revisions for a 2013 re-
vival.
 In revamping We Three Lizas, Bradley says nine 
songs have been jettisoned and replaced while 
four of the original ones have been retained in 
the score of about 15 numbers. The ethereal 
drag queen character of Mystique, The Queen of 
Wishes, has also been erased in favor of placing 
more emphasis on the past, present and future 
iterations of Liza Minnelli herself throughout the 
show.
 Bradley also says the redemption stories for 
its lead Scrooge-like gay designer character of 
Conrad Ticklebottom (Scott Duff) and his over-
worked lesbian underling named Reggie (Dana 
Tretta) have been further clarified. Bradley has 
also relinquished his performing role as Liza Is 
to actor Mark David Kaplan.
 “The really nice thing for me is that I’ve been 
able to step away and just write it,” said Brad-
ley, who has nothing but praise for Kaplan’s fun-
ny impersonation of modern-day Liza Minnelli. 
“I’m really able to see it from the outside.”  
 In addition to a few Chicago workshops, 
Volkoff notably produced We Three Lizas in a 
concert reading this past July at New York’s es-
teemed Public Theater, which immediately sold 
out.
 “We had costumes and people were almost off 
book, so for me it was almost like a full per-
formance,” said actress Danielle Plisz, who was 
nominated for a Jeff Award for her turn in We 
Three Lizas as “Liza Was,” a spot-on imperson-
ation of Liza Minnelli at the height of her per-
forming powers in the 1970s. “There were some 
people there who knew Liza, and [director Scott 
Ferguson] was speaking with them and they 
were very complimentary of my performance—
that meant a lot.”
 “They were [a few of Liza Minnelli’s associ-

ates] there to feel it out to make sure it wasn’t 
something nasty or derogatory toward her,” said 
Bradley, adding that he and Schmuckler aren’t 
averse to poking fun at Liza’s marriages to gay 
men or her unique diction issues in We Three 
Lizas.
 “It’s a love letter to Liza. She’s our symbol of 
resilience and reinvention,” said Bradley.
 When asked just why Liza Minnelli was settled 
upon as the powerful trinity of ghosts for this 
queer take on A Christmas Carol, Bradley men-
tioned her unique place among Hollywood and 
Broadway royalty, considering how she is the 
daughter of MGM star Judy Garland and film di-
rector Vincent Minnelli with lyricist Ira Gershwin 
as her godfather and family friend Kay Thompson 
writing the whole series of Eloise in the Plaza 
book based upon her.
 Then there’s also the time that Bradley first 
met Minnelli more than 20 years ago at a celeb-
rity-filled party in New York thrown by producer/
director Harold Prince for his daughter, Daisy.

 “I was just a 23-year-old kid agog by all the 
Broadway royalty there,” Bradley said. “And then 
Liza walked in with pianist Billy Stritch after a 
concert, and you could just feel the whole en-
ergy in the room just lift. It wasn’t that she car-
ried some arrogant diva-dom, it was this infec-
tious buoyancy. That she could do that in a room 
of her peers, there was something about that 
energy of hers that was just magic.”
 About Face Theatre’s revamped We Three Lizas 
is now in previews through Sunday, Dec. 1, with 
an official press opening at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 5, at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. The 
regular run is through Sunday, Jan. 5, with per-
formances at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays, 
3 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays. 
Tickets are $20 ($10 students) for previews and 
$45 ($20 students) during the regular run. Call 
773-327-5252 or visit www.aboutfacetheatre.
com or www.stage773.com for more information.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Windy City Times reviews the theatrical production The Dead Prince. Read page 16.  
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THEATER REVIEW

The Nutcracker
Playwright: adapted by Jake Minton 
and Phillip klapperich from 
the story by e.T.A. Hoffman 
At: House Theatre of Chicago 
at the Chopin, 1543 W. Division St. 
Tickets: 773-769-3832; 
www.thehousetheatre.com; $25-$45 
Runs through: Dec. 29

By MARy SHeN BARNIDGe

Playgoers who first encountered the stories of 
E.T.A. Hoffman through Jacques Offenbach’s 
opera know to expect a few tears with the 
laughter—hey, that’s romanticism for you—but 
those who have never known The Nutcracker as 
anything but the Tchaikovsky ballet will have 
to erase lingering images of tinselly tutus from 
their memories before viewing House Theatre’s 
adaptation of the venerable Christmas fable. 
 Jake Minton and Phillip Klapperich’s version 
proposes an American family whose Christmas 
celebration is interrupted by the news that 
their boy has been killed in Iraq. The next year 
finds the parents still immersed in their grief, 
to the disappointment of the deceased G.I.’s 
sister Clara and eccentric uncle Eric, who gives 
the child a nutcracker made to look like her late 
brother. Soon it and her other toys—a talking 
doll, a brainy tin man and a Francophile sock 
monkey—are on a mission to bring Christmas 
back to the bereaved household. 
 Well, why not? Aren’t all midwinter festivals—
Christmas among them—based on the rekin-
dling of light to drive away the long solstice 
night? Is not every holiday falling at the turn of 
the year, no matter what faith lies at its founda-
tion, accompanied by symbols of renewed life 
springing from an earth grown cold and dead? 
Add the House ensemble’s love of epic legends, 
and is it any surprise that they portray the sea-
sonal transition as a mythic battle against the 
rats who thrive in the darkness, whose defeat 
serves to illustrate the necessity of overcoming 
sorrow and loss to move on. 
 Such weighty subtexts could easily eclipse the 
very goal they seek inspire, but Minton and Klap-
perich have had four years since their parable’s 
premiere to fine-tune the balance between bit-
tersweet life-lessons and gleefully juvenile exu-

berance. The brisk two-hour-with-intermission 
production currently playing at the Chopin fea-
tures madcap chases, food-fights, found-object 
scrimmages, uptempo patter songs (the lyrics 
of one composed of the recipe for sugar-plum 
cookies shared with audience members), a ter-
rifying five-headed puppet Rat King and—since 
it wouldn’t be a House play without an unex-
pected shower of something—a (fake) snowfall 
for children and adults to play in before the crew 
sweeps it up. Doesn’t that sound like a merrier 
time than baby fairies in pink satin tippy-toe 
shoes?   

THEATER REVIEW

Paulus
By Motti Lerner, translation 
by Hillel Halkin
At: Silk Road Rising, 77 W. 
Washington Ave.
Tickets: 312-857-1234, ext. 201
www.silkroadrising.org; $35
Runs through: Dec. 15

By STeVeN CHAITMAN

Plays depicting Jesus this time of year are 
usually a bit more … picturesque than Pau-
lus. Written by Israeli playwright Motti Lerner, 
Paulus makes its world premiere at Silk Road 
Rising, one of Chicago’s foremost purveyors 
of multi-cultural theatre, and offers an intel-
lectually stimulating alternative to the more 
digestible, idyllic holiday entertainment.
 Paulus tells of the Apostle Paul (Daniel 
Cantor) in the years leading up to his death, 
when he was arrested by Jerusalem’s priests 
and sent to Rome. During this time he sees 
visions of both an older Jesus (Torrey Han-
son) and Roman Emperor Nero (Glenn Stan-
ton), who stretch the limits of his theologi-
cal understanding, testing his notion of the 
universality of God and monotheism. And all 
this in the face of being considered a heretic, 
in a sense, amongst his own kind, the Jewish 
establishment as embodied by the high priest 
Hananiah (Bill McGough).
 Lerner’s script speaks with a predominantly 
philosophical tone from start to finish, wear-
ing its themes on its sleeve as it attempts 
to paint a psychological portrait of Paul. 
Without much grounding to start, it takes al-
most half the play before Lerner’s ideas and 
complex perspective finally get some legs un-
derneath them. Add in director Jimmy McDer-
mott’s rolling yet bare-bones staging and a 
lot of dim lighting and the challenge becomes 
not merely keeping up with Lerner’s thought 
process, but keeping focus.
 When Paul’s life becomes more directly at 
stake after the intermission, his inner tor-
ment becomes more fully realized and Lern-
er’s war of conceptual words takes full shape. 
In its simplest form, Paul’s debacle involves 
whether he should preach adherence to the 

Commandments as well as his belief in Jesus 
as Messiah, and whether he should preach to 
Israel or all peoples. By accepting the doc-
trine of any one of his influencers, her spurns 
himself or another, and is ultimately left with 
an impossible choice over what to believe.
 Cantor and the other key players of the en-
semble put their experience to good use in 
Paulus, as such conceptual language requires 
refined talent to harness it and channel it 
into a tangible character. They are chained 
to the script to be certain, but ultimately de-
serve the credit for when Paulus is at its best.
 Lerner, of course, can’t be denied his ability 
to weave together a story centered on nearly 
mythical figures during a nearly mythical pe-
riod of history dealing with a sensitive sub-
ject matter involving multiple stakeholders of 
varying religious backgrounds. And he does 
this without giving off any hint of agenda or 
raising any moral arguments. Although the 
characters represent fundamentally differ-
ent beliefs, they all seem to have moments 
in which they seem correct and moments in 
which they seem weak. 
 Despite some lapses in compelling drama 
through portions of his play, Lerner has 
crafted a multi-layered psychological explo-
ration of theological characters, and in doing 
so allows for a certain distance from areas of 
religious sensitivity. Audiences might leave 
desiring to engage in those bigger religious 
discussions, or they might leave bored, but 
most likely, in the least, they’ll feel chal-
lenged to look at and think about theology 
differently.

THEATER REVIEW

The Dead Prince
Playwright: emily Schwartz
At: Strange Tree Group at 
the Storefront Theater, 66 e. Randolph St.
Tickets: www.strangetree.org; $15
Runs through: Dec. 22

By JONATHAN ABARBANeL

With this new work, fantasist author Emily 
Schwartz continues her long exploration of fairy 
tales and myths, this time using a journey quest 
format intertwined with an enchanted forest, a 
magic mirror and two love triangles. However, 
the overarching riff is a Sleeping Beauty varia-
tion. 
 Instead of the prince waking the seemingly 
dead princess, it’s the princess who’s awake in 
Schwartz’s take, while the prince not only seems 
dead—but actually is dead. Stolen from his 
tomb by Princess Sara (Ann Sonneville) and her 
allies, Prince Adam (Scot Cupper) is a partially-
sentient re-animated corpse dragged through 
the forest, sometimes literally. Their quest is to 
reach the royal palace before sundown, in order 
to restore Prince Adam to life as Princess Sara’s 
true love. But is he her true love? Death (Amber 
Vaughn Robinson) is in hot pursuit to reclaim 
the prince and ultimately administers the litmus 
test of love to Princess Sara.
 At one point Prince Adam kisses Princess Sara 
and immediately coughs up a small rat that’s 
been consuming his vitals, thereby suggesting 
not only ghoulishness but also necrophilia. “I 
think that was the last one,” he says. It would 

be disturbing and downright unwholesome if 
played for the darkness which it might merit. 
But Schwartz prefers Edward Gorey to George 
Romero, or whimsy over nightmare. Indeed, the 
tone through the first two-thirds of the 100-min-
ute work is far too childlike for my taste, before 
death finally shows up and levels the field in a 
wordless scene of considerable beauty (any more 
detail would be a spoiler). 
 That’s the moment the more profound theme of 
The Dead Prince snaps into place: facing one’s 
mortality. It’s a theme sounded in the work’s 
opening moments which introduce a wizard (Mi-
chael Thomas Downey, of supple and sonorous 
voice) who has cheated Death by trading places 
with his own image in a mirror, a subplot which 
isn’t sufficiently developed by Schwartz. Unless 
she actually intends The Dead Prince to be a 
family piece, she might easily darken and deep-
en the work—make it more macabre and scary—
without damaging it. Why not a fairy tale from 
the crypt, one which balances its Hans Christian 
Anderson sweetness with some Brothers Grimm 
blood?
 The large (12-member) cast, directed by Paul 
S. Holmquist, is able and colorful (in Delia Base-
man’s motley, vaguely-18th Century costumes) 
but they don’t all have much to do except play 
assorted mostly string instruments and sing sev-
eral pleasant songs which help move the work 
along. It’s not really a musical as billed, but a 
play with music. Among the principal perform-
ers, Scott Cupper is a wonderfully droll corpse—
half rag doll and half airhead—underplaying his 
verbal bits and executing his physical comedy 
with aplomb. 

Appropriate. Photo by Michael Courier

Paulus.
Photo 
from 
Silk
Road
Rising

CRITICS’ PICKS

 Burning Bluebeard, The Ruffians at The-
ater Wit, through Jan. 25. Jay Torrence’s 
critically acclaimed meditation on Chi-
cago’s deadly 1903 Iroquois Theatre fire is 
back again for a special anniversary revival. 
What’s more, the production features the 
original 2011 cast that debuted the piece 
with The Neo-Futurists. SCM
 Hellcab, Profiles Theatre Main Stage, 
through Jan. 12. The return of Paul Dil-
lon as the lone pilgrim in the yellow sedan 
brings full circle Will Kern’s 20-year-old par-
able of trial and resurrection on a wintery 
Chicago Christmas Eve. MSB
 Late Nite Catechism, Royal George The-
atre, open run. “John Paul II grew up with 
the polka, but Pope Francis danced the tan-
go, and that’s very different kind of dance,” 
says Sister in this quirky performance verité 
show, now celebrating the 20th year of its 
continuous run. MSB
  The Normal Heart, Timeline Theatre at 
Stage 773, through Dec. 29. What if you, 
and thousands like you, were sick—dying, 
in fact—and the government, the doctors 
and the insurers refused to believe it? Larry 
Kramer’s docudrama tells how, not so long 
ago, AIDS came to America.

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan
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OPERA REVIEW

La Traviata
Composer: Giuseppe Verdi 
Librettist: Francesco Maria Piave 
At: Lyric Opera of Chicago, 20 N. Wacker Dr. 
Tickets: 312-332-2244, ext. 5600,
or www.lyricopera.org; $54-$274
Runs through: Dec. 20

By SCOTT C. MORGAN

It’s clear that Lyric Opera of Chicago general di-
rector Anthony Freud is on a mission to refresh 
or replace several of the company’s decades-old 
core repertory productions. The Lyric’s new La 
Traviata by director Arin Arbus (replacing out di-
rector Frank Galati’s previous staging from 1993) 
is one of seven new or new-to-Chicago produc-
tions this season.
 Now opera traditionalists afraid that Arbus 
(who has brought along many young New York-
based artists to collaborate at the Lyric) might 
have tinkered or modernized Verdi’s 1853 ro-
mantic tragedy need not fear. This La Traviata 
is set circa 1860 and Arbus and her design team 
have found creative ways for the drama to feel 
fresh within its period setting.
 For instance, Arbus gives the sickly courtesan 
Violetta (Marina Rebeka) and her devoted maid, 
Annina (Julie Anne Miller), pantomimed busi-
ness showing her exhausted state in pre-party 
preparations or on her sickbed during the open-
ing orchestra interludes to Acts I and IV. Arbus 
and set designer Ricardo Hernandez also create 
a simple Act II country backdrop that allows for 
a rapid change to the riotous Act III Spanish-
themed party of Flora Bervoix (J’Nai Bridges) 

that features some very earthy dancing of street 
performers vigorously choreographed by Austin 
McCormick.
 The costumes by Cait O’Connor are also par-
ticularly lush, especially in the party scenes of a 
decadent 18th century Versailles Court-inspired 
costume ball for Act I. O’Connor’s deep Spanish 
reds and overtly symbolic skeletal bull puppets 
in Act III were also a lively wonder to behold. 
There’s also some subtle, but extremely impact-
filled, shadowy projection design work by de-
signer Christopher Ash.  
 Hernandez’s curving back walls for Acts I and 
III were a bit problematic, since they created 
some odd sound dynamics based upon the per-
formers’ positions onstage (they were also a bit 
too reminiscent of the distinctive curved back 
wall in director Willy Decker’s famed La Traviata 
that debuted in 2005 at Salzburg).
 Musically, the Lyric is touting Italian conduc-
tor Massimo Zanetti’s welcome decision to per-
form La Traviata uncut and as originally printed 
(no interpolated high note for Violetta at the 
end of the iconic “Sempre libera” aria).
 The cast is very solid, though some traditional-
ists might take issue with Latvian soprano Re-
bekah’s overly bright sound that just avoids stri-
dency as Violetta. Maltese tenor Joseph Calleja 
makes for a very ardent Alfredo, though he ap-
pears to be a bit too close in age to his stern 
father Giorgio Germont, nicely sung by Hawai-
ian baritone Quinn Kelsey (even though I would 
have liked more of a stiffly stern portrayal).
 So even though the Lyric’s new La Traviata is 
very traditional, it avoids feeling overly fusty. 
Arbus shows that a period approach can be just 
as lively as an updating.

Once an annual holiday-show tradition at the former Bailiwick Repertory Theatre, The Christmas 
Schooner has now found a happy home at Mercury Theater Chicago in a production directed by 
Jeff Award winner L. Walter Stearns with a company of 25 actors and musicians. So if you aren’t 
familiar with John Reeger and Julie Shannon’s critically acclaimed musical based upon the 1912 
shipwreck of the Rouse Simmons (also known as “The Christmas Tree Ship”), then now is your 
chance to rectify the situation. The Christmas Schooner previews now through Sunday, Dec. 1, 
with an official opening night at 7:30 p.m. Wed., Dec. 4, at Mercury Theater Chicago, 3745 N. 
Southport Ave. The production runs through Sunday, Dec. 29, with regular performances at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays (no show Dec. 25), 2 and 7:30 p.m. Thursdays (no show Nov. 28), 8 p.m. Fri-
days, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Extra shows 2 p.m. Nov. 29, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 23 
and 2 p.m. Dec. 24. Tickets are $20-$55; call 773-325-1700 or visit www.mercurytheaterchicago.
com. Photo courtesy of Mercury Theater Chicago

SPOTLIGHT

La Traviata. Photo by Todd Rosenberg
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-CHRIS JONES, CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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By SAMMy CAIOLA

For a woman who once earned her beers by chal-
lenging bargoers in arm-wrestling competitions, 
British-born author Nicola Griffith has grown 
into the world of fine wine and international lit-
erary acclaim with surprising ease. Her sixth and 
most recent novel, Hild (a thick, gold-embossed 
item containing the tumultuous life story of 
Saint Hilda, a gifted young leader and warrior of 
7th-century England), was released Nov. 12 and 
has already received glowing reviews from NPR 
and The Chicago Tribune.

Windy City Times hopped on the phone with 
Griffith for a chat about martial arts, nervous 
English housewives and the challenge of writing 
bisexuals. 

Windy City Times: Hild has gained a lot of 
traction off the bat. How has the public reac-
tion to this novel compared to that of novels 
past?

Nicola Griffith: This publication is the best 
publication ever. It’s the handsomest looking 
book, it’s the best launch, it’s the best recep-
tion I’ve ever had. The world has changed. My 
first book came out 20 years ago, so it may have 
been received very well but I didn’t know about 
it because I didn’t have a website, a Twitter, a 
Facebook. 

WCT: Hild is set in the early middle ages 
and based on an actual person, which seems 
to be a departure from some of your previous 
sci-fi and crime works. What drew you to this 

period and this particular character?
NG: What drew me to Hild was Hild herself. I 

really wanted to know who this woman was. She 
changed the world and there are no books about 
her. There’s nothing … The only way to do that 
was to build the 7th century and grow her inside 
it and see what happened. I used all my science-
fiction skills to build that world. 

WCT: How long did you research before you 
started writing?

NG: On some level I’ve been researching my 
whole life. I first heard the name in Whitby Ab-
bey in my twenties in Whitby, a town in the 
northeast of England. … I think it changed my 
life going to that place. I discovered that this 
woman called Hild founded it and that’s when I 
started wanting to know about her. I didn’t start 
writing until 2008 and, by then, I’d be research-
ing pretty seriously for nearly ten years. 

WCT: Considering its focus on an adolescent 
girl and her newfound sexual desires, will 
Hild be appealing to the yA [young-adult] 
demographic, especially teens interested in 
LGBT fiction?

NG: It’s about a girl who starts at age 3 and 
ends at 19, but it’s not designed for a young 
adult audience. I think some young adults could 
handle it, but it’s really designed for grown-ups. 
But how does it speak to that experience of bur-
geoning sexuality? That was actually one of the 
difficult parts about writing the book. 

Writing from the point of view of a child is 
really different. I spent most of my life being a 
sexual being. I see the world from sexual eyes. 
It was easy once she got to have sex, I was 
like “oh yeah I know how this works.” But the 
part in between—trying to remember what it 
was like to feel desire for the first time or how 
to think about it, how to approach it—that was 
really interesting.

WCT: you’ve written lesbian stories before 
but Hild is your first bisexual character. What 
has that been like?

NG: I’ve had some mentions online of people 
saying they’re pleased about having a bisexual 
character in a really well-written book. I think 
bisexuals are underrepresented in a realistic 
way. I think they’re overrepresented for the 
male gaze. But for actual bisexuals, I don’t think 

there’s enough representation at all. 
WCT: When you incorporate non-heterosex-

ual love stories or identities into your writ-
ing, how different are the reactions from 
American versus British readers?

NG: In the UK publishing is a little more ner-
vous. With the “out” books, I would get these 
plaintive emails from readers saying “I didn’t 
know she was going to be a lesbian and then 
I read it and I really liked it but I’m married 
you know!” They were really puzzled that they 
could enjoy reading a book with a lesbian in 
it. It just freaked out a lot of people. And I 
just say lesbians are people. I read books about 
men, about straight women. Why can’t you read 
a book about a lesbian? I’m not talking about 
a lesbian story. It’s not a coming story in that 
way. It’s just a story of a person who happens to 
like girls. As I climbed the publishing tree going 
to vic-fic, people just don’t mention it really. 
The world has changed a lot. People don’t seem 
to care so much.

WCT: What you want people to come away 
with when they close the back cover of the 
book? What do you want them to keep with 
them?

NG: Everything. I want this book to feel like 
their own memory. I want them to shut the book 
and think ‘yes, that’s how it was, in that time 
with those people’. Almost like it really hap-
pened, like a news report. I want it to be fic-
tion in such an immersive way, that Hild’s ex-
perience is their experience, her joys are their 
joys. Her lessons are their lessons. … It’s like 
Google Glass—an overlay on their world and an 
internal change. I want them to see the world 
differently. 

Nicola Griffith will be at Women & Children 
First, 5233 N. Clark St., on Wed., Dec. 4, at 
7:30 p.m. See http://womenandchildrenfirst.
com.

Nicola Griffith. Photo by Jennifer Durham

BOOKS

Nicola Griffith on ‘Hild,’
a medieval novel with
a bisexual protagonist

Sandra Bernhard at 
MCA Stage Dec. 5, 7

Actress/comedienne Sandra Bernhard will 
perform “Sandyland” along with her band, The 
Flawless Zircons, in the Edlis Neeson Theater 
at MCA Stage, 220 E. Chicago Ave., on Dec. 5 
and 7 at 7:30 p.m..

“Sandyland”—a blend of theater, rock ‘n’ roll 
and stand-up with burlesque and cabaret—is 
Bernhard’s newest project.

“Sandyland” is recommended for mature au-
diences. Tickets are $40 and a limited quantity 
of $10 student tickets is available. The MCA 
Box Office is at 312-397-4010 or www.mcachi-
cago.org.

Sandra 
Bernhard.
Photo by
kevin
Thomas
Garcia

CULTURE CLUB

1225 W. Belmont Ave, Chicago

tickets: $45 Adult/$20 Student/ Group Rates Available

NOV 27-JAN 5
7:30pm Thu-Sat / 3pm Sat and Sun

reservations: 773.327.5252

or stage773.com

a darkly sparkly musical with

or aboutfacetheatre.com 

book and lyrics by 

Scott Ferguson
directed by 

Alan Schmuckler
music and additional lyrics by 

Scott Bradley
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AUTHORITY
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DIRECTED BY  
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at 664 Vernon Ave, Glencoe
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By SARAH TOCe

Lambda Literary Award-winning creative nonfic-
tion writer Donna Minkowitz was just like ev-
ery other kid on the block growing up in New 
York—except she was way different. You see, 
Minkowitz had a secret. There was magic run-
ning through her blood.

In Growing up Golem: How I Survived My 
Mother, Brooklyn and Some Really Bad Dates 
(Riverdale Ave Books/Magnus), Minkowitz takes 
readers through a plethora of firsthand accounts 
regarding lessons in life, love, happiness, some 
drama, and—perhaps most importantly—over-
coming adversity. She does this in an unconven-
tional way, by reuniting with the magic she once 
believed she possessed as a child in an effort to 
demonstrate a fantastical world to her patrons.

In the book, Minkowitz also recounts her su-
percharged sexual experiences growing up with 
a mother that, for all intents and purposes, had 
absolutely no boundaries in this area. Addition-
ally, she touches on how these moments made 
her feel as a young gay woman making her way 
through adulthood and into healthy relation-
ships. Not soon after, a harrowing disability 
shines a light on Minkowitz’s path, and reminds 
her that magic is really all in the heart.

Windy City Times: For anyone not of Jewish 
ancestry, could you give us a quick introduc-
tion to the legend of the golem? 

Donna Minkowitz: A golem is a magical crea-
ture that a powerful rabbi makes out of clay, 
according to Jewish legend. A golem can walk 
and talk, and think, and do all the things that 

real human beings do, but its only purpose is to 
serve its creator. My mother actually did tell my 
sisters and me that she could do Jewish magic 
from the Kabbalah, so I decided to write the 
book as though I were a golem created by my 
mother. The metaphor pretty well describes the 
relationship my mother had with all of us kids—
as though we were little versions of herself, that 
only existed for her. Basically, she had so much 
power over us that whatever she commanded us 
to do, we would do it.

WCT: Harnessing the wonders of magic 
would be a powerful trait in anyone’s book! 
If you could perform your own magic, what 
would you use it for?

DM: I would magically come up with the mon-
ey to buy a house for my partner and me, pay off 
our debts and travel to Europe! Housing costs 
are so high now, and writers and social workers 
like my partner don’t make much money! Then I 
would fund apartments for the 630,000 home-
less in the U.S.

WCT: Sexuality is a main theme in Growing 
Up Golem, and from an early age. References 
such as referring to yourself as a “giant robot 
dildo” come to mind.

DM: It’s true that my mother absolutely did 
act out sexually with us kids. As far as I’m 
aware, she didn’t touch any of us, but she talk-
ed about sex a lot and promoted an extremely 
sexual atmosphere in our home, encouraging 
us as children to tell us how sexy she was, etc. 
Her boundaries, sexual and emotional, were very 
poor. I definitely experienced it as abusive, and 
I’m aware that it has impacted my sexual rela-

tionships as an adult, although thankfully not 
irretrievably.

WCT: Dating catastrophes are always a joy 
to discuss with friends. In this book, you dis-
cuss some of your own. Can you tell us some-
thing here that’s not in the book?

DM: Hmm, so many of my dating catastrophes 
are in the book that I’m not sure I have any 
others to mention! But I will say that when I 
first came into the LGBT movement, in the ‘80s, 
so many of my friends were anti-monogamy that 
it took me quite a long time to believe that my 
own desires for a monogamous relationship were 
not politically retrograde, somehow conserva-
tive or anti-feminist. I eventually came to un-
derstand that our bodies and lives truly are our 
own, and it is up to us to have whatever kinds 
of relationships we want with them—including 
marriage, if that’s what floats our boat. 

WCT: Any type of disability would be dif-
ficult to bear, but losing the ability to use 
your arm as a journalist—that had to be fairly 
torturous! How did you get along with your 

newfound realities?
DM: It was very hard. Suddenly I couldn’t type, 

or write by hand—I couldn’t use either of my 
arms without a great deal of pain. I had to learn 
to use voice dictation software to write, which 
isn’t bad, but can be frustrating and takes a 
while to learn. I couldn’t carry groceries any-
more—I still can’t—or even lift regular cups or 
dishes. The biggest thing was that I had to learn 
to communicate with people better—because I 
now needed so frequently to ask others to help. 
In the book, it actually makes me change the 
way I am in relationships, because it becomes 
vital that I have relationships that work.

WCT: What is your hope for readers of Grow-
ing Up Golem?

DM: I hope that people will see themselves 
in the main character, who is a version of the 
person all of us are when we feel completely stu-
pid in relationships. One of the meanings of the 
word “golem” has in Hebrew is “fool,” and the 
main character bumbles around trying to deal 
with work relationships, friendships, romantic 
relationships, but she has no idea how relation-
ships really work. In many ways, it’s not her 
fault—she was brought up to believe that rela-
tionships can’t be equal, and that the only way 
to succeed at them is to either be completely 
subservient, lie off your ass, or try somehow to 
boss the other person around.

WCT: What was the premise for choosing to 
tell your life story in a fantastical way?

DM: Jung said that myths and fairytales are 
the stories we all use internally to make sense 
of our lives, and I agree. When it came time 
to write a very revealing book about my life, I 
wanted to add a fantastical element because I 
believe that the language of myth and fairytale 
hits home with us psychologically in a way that 
sometimes just the pure factual details alone 
can’t. When I say I’m this little magical servant 
created by my mother, it means something more 
than simply saying, “My mother was pretty dom-
ineering, and a little strange.”

For more information about Donna Minkow-
itz, visit http://donnaminkowitz.com.
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Donna Minkowitz’s
fantastical voyage
in ‘Growing Up Golem’

Donna Minkowitz.
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. It combines 4 medicines into 
1 pill to be taken once a day with 
food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not 
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking 
STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have 
body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your 
blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include 
feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea or vomiting, feeling cold 
especially in your arms and legs, 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or 
a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver 
may become large (hepatomegaly) 
and fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of 
liver problems include your skin or 
the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get 
lactic acidosis or serious liver 
problems if you are female, very 
overweight (obese), or have been 
taking STRIBILD for a long time. In 
some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV 
and stop taking STRIBILD, your 
hepatitis may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will 
need to monitor your health. 
STRIBILD is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, 
ergotamine, methylergonovine, 
cisapride, lovastatin, simvastatin, 
pimozide, sildenafi l when used for 
lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to 
treat HIV-1 infection, or the 
medicine adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible 
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do 
regular blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. 
If you develop kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may tell 
you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone 
pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen 
in people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght 
infections. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects
of STRIBILD include nausea and 
diarrhea. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any side effects that 
bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my 
healthcare provider before 
taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be 
sure to tell your healthcare provider 
if you have or had any kidney, bone, 
or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, 
including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. STRIBILD 
may affect the way other medicines 
work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep 
a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any 
new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking 
with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based 
birth control (pills, patches, rings, 
shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take 
antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant 
or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD 
can harm your 
unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant 
while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, 
some medicines in 
STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. It combines 4 medicines into 
1 pill to be taken once a day with 
food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not 
be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 
infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 
infection and decrease HIV-related 
illnesses you must keep taking 
STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about 
how to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV-1 to others. Always practice 
safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share 
needles or other items that have 
body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious 
side effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your 
blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include 
feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea or vomiting, feeling cold 
especially in your arms and legs, 
feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or 
a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver 
may become large (hepatomegaly) 
and fatty (steatosis). Symptoms of 
liver problems include your skin or 
the white part of your eyes turns 
yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several 
days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get 
lactic acidosis or serious liver 
problems if you are female, very 
overweight (obese), or have been 
taking STRIBILD for a long time. In 
some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV 
and stop taking STRIBILD, your 
hepatitis may suddenly get worse. 
Do not stop taking STRIBILD 
without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will 
need to monitor your health. 
STRIBILD is not approved for the 
treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, 
ergotamine, methylergonovine, 
cisapride, lovastatin, simvastatin, 
pimozide, sildenafi l when used for 
lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief 
Summary on the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to 
treat HIV-1 infection, or the 
medicine adefovir (Hepsera®).

What are the other possible 
side effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD 
may also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do 
regular blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. 
If you develop kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may tell 
you to stop taking STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone 
pain or bones getting soft or thin, 
which may lead to fractures. Your 
healthcare provider may do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen 
in people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. 
Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght 
infections. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking 
STRIBILD.

The most common side effects
of STRIBILD include nausea and 
diarrhea. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you have any side effects that 
bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my 
healthcare provider before 
taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be 
sure to tell your healthcare provider 
if you have or had any kidney, bone, 
or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, 
including prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. STRIBILD 
may affect the way other medicines 
work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep 
a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider 
and pharmacist. Do not start any 
new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking 
with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based 
birth control (pills, patches, rings, 
shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take 
antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant 
or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not 
known if STRIBILD 
can harm your 
unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant 
while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby 
in breast milk. Also, 
some medicines in 
STRIBILD can pass 
into breast milk, and it 
is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of 
full Prescribing Information with 
important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body � uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  � ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  � uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with � uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Philomena; The
Hunger Games:
Catching Fire;
film notes
Judi Dench plays the title role in Philomena—
that of an elderly, taciturn Irish Catholic woman 
who confides to her daughter that, 50 years ear-
lier, she was forced to give up for adoption a 
son she gave birth to while staying at a convent 
home for unwed mothers. 
 Not long after, the daughter meets Martin Six-
smith (Steve Coogan), a former government ad-
viser-turned-journalist, at a party and suggests 
a human-interest story. Martin doesn’t think 
much of the idea but comes onboard after meet-
ing Philomena and hearing about her deplorable 
treatment at the hands of the nuns. Soon, this 
oddly endearing odd couple is bound for the 
United States, hoping to track down Philomena’s 
son. 
 A predictable but welcome road picture with 
a bittersweet journey that will transform both 
characters seems the order of the day and with 
Dench and Cooper as our guides that’s what we 
get. Philomena is a woman without humor who 
doesn’t get Martin’s snide retorts, adores her ro-
mance novels, and revels in the everyday travel 
luxuries he takes for granted (chocolates on the 
pillow and the like). 
 Martin can barely contain his contempt for her 
unsophisticated ways and doesn’t lose a chance 
to imply as much. Philomena, in spite of her 
terrible ordeal, has retained her deep faith while 
Martin is an avowed agnostic. And so on. 
 Dench and Cooper could do this stuff in their 
sleep and keep us entertained, which they do, 
but it’s the nuanced twists and turns in both the 
characters and the story that elevate the pic-
ture beyond the familiar. The melancholy tone 
is leavened by unexpected moments of bawdy 
humor and when past and present converge in 
the last act—which includes a surprising gay 
element—what has been moving becomes pro-
found.
 It’s not hard to see what appealed in the mate-
rial to Coogan—who not only co-stars but co-
wrote the screenplay and also produced the film. 
Martin, with his dark humor and entrenched 
cynicism, is pretty much quintessential Coogan; 
however, as noted, there’s more here than meets 
the eye. 
 Martin also gets to express the frustration and 
rage that the audience feels in the face of Philo-
mena’s heartbreaking history and when Coogan 
displays sparing moments of heart and compas-
sion, they really resonate.
 Dench is simply a marvel. After playing so 
many sharp-tongued characters, it’s a pleasure 
to see her essay a part that doesn’t call for her 
to verbally annihilate those around her every 10 
seconds. This gentle woman of deep faith who 
has quietly suffered for the sins of others is tre-
mendously affecting. 
 These life-damaged characters who watch the 
world with wary, sideways glances are often crit-
ically hailed but rarely make it all the way to the 
awards podium. (Glenn Close in Albert Nobbs 
and Edith Evans in The Whisperers are but two 

examples.).Perhaps Dench’s work in Philomena 
will be the welcome exception to that.

Briefly noted: Katniss Everdeen and Peeta 
Mellark, the “star-crossed lovers,” are back for 
round two in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. 
Like most sequels, this one is sprawled across a 
much bigger canvas and a lot more money is up 
on the screen. 
 Jennifer Lawrence—terse, contained and 
fiercely independent—once again holds the 
screen as Katniss, the young woman who bested 
the other contestants (except for Peeta) in the 
arena by killing them in the barbaric annual 
Hunger Games in the post-apocalyptic, fictional 
society Panem. But Panem’s evil President Snow 
(Donald Sutherland), who sends his victors out 
on a tour of the provinces, sees that Katniss has 
become a lightning rod for dissent and he wants 
her killed. With the 75th anniversary of the 
games imminent, the new games master (Phil-
lip Seymour Hoffman) comes up with a clever 
solution: an all-star version that will pit Katniss 
and Peeta (Josh Hutcherson) against other past 
champions.
 So, after prep work by their support team 
(once again played by Woody Harrelson, Eliza-
beth Banks and Lenny Kravitz), it’s back into 
the ring, along with these new competitors 
(who include Sam Claflin as Finnick, yet another 
hottie clamoring for Katniss’ attention). As the 
duo struggles to survive, the stage is set for the 
forthcoming rebellion.
 I thought The Hunger Games was one of the 
most entertaining films of last year (although I 
was disturbed by the plot’s glorification of teen 
violence) and I think this sequel, which Francis 
Lawrence helmed (stepping in for Gary Ross), is 
a thrilling continuation of the story—well worth 
the additional time and money lavished on it. 
 If I have a hope for the final two parts, it’s 
that Katniss will become less of a figurehead, as 
she is here, and will jump into the fray. Lawrence 
is the rare female action-movie lead who carries 
on the fierce tradition of Sigourney Weaver in 
the Alien franchise (while becoming a genuine 
role model off screen as well)—easily the best 
and most enduring “special effect” this movie 
juggernaut has to offer eager audiences.

Film notes:
 —Concussion, from lesbian writer-director 
Stacie Passon, is a good bet to make my Top Ten 
LGBT Films of the year list. Robin Weigert plays 
the fiercely intelligent suburban half of a lesbian 
couple whose sexual appetites go into high gear 
after she suffers a head injury. 
 In a lesbian twist on Belle du Jour, Abby be-
comes an escort by day, meeting a series of fe-

male clients in her Manhattan loft and returning 
home to pick up the kids before school lets out. 
Naturally, this double life of sexual flagrancy ver-
sus the traditional afternoons of cleaning house 
and driving children to music lessons quickly 
comes crashing down. I reviewed this sexy and 
thought-provoking film at length and talked 
with Weigert in the Oct. 2 issue of WCT when it 
was available VOD. Now Concussion comes to the 
Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., for 
a one-week run beginning Friday, Nov. 29. www.
musicboxtheatre.com 
 —Director Joseph Losey’s The Servant, a mi-
crocosmic look at the British class society and 
a film shot through with a homoerotic under-
current, is celebrating its 50th anniversary and 
the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St., is 
presenting a restored print of this acknowledged 
classic beginning Friday, Nov. 29. James Fox and 
Dirk Bogarde (in a tremendous performance) 
co-star as, respectively, a boorish master and 
super-snippy, cold-as-ice servant whose lives 
are inextricably linked as the servant slowly but 
surely gets the upper hand in the relationship. 
www.siskelfilmcenter.com 
 —Here’s to the holidays: The 1983 film A 
Christmas Story is perhaps the only modern-day 
holiday movie that can genuinely be dubbed a 
classic, and it never fails to delight. I’ll be co-
hosting a 30th anniversary screening of the film 

(along with my sister, fellow film critic Sarah 
Adamson) on Wed., Dec. 4, at Wheaton’s Studio 
Movie Grill, 301 Rice Lake Square, at 7:30 p.m. 
The screening—part of a series sponsored by the 
Chicago Film Critics Association (of which both 
myself and Sarah are members)—offers a lovely 
bonus: Actor Ian Petrella, who portrays little 
brother Randy in the film, and Caseen Gaines, 
author of the just published A Christmas Story: 
Behind the Scenes of a Holiday Classic, will at-
tend, autographing books and other merchan-
dise. https://www.studiomoviegrill.com/Twist.
aspx
 —Here’s to the holidays, part two: Back in Chi-
cago at the Music Box on Sunday, Dec. 8, at 2:15 
p.m., the gay-themed Scrooge & Marley (which 
I co-wrote and directed and which Windy City 
Times Publisher Tracy Baim executive-produced) 
returns to the theater where it debuted a year 
ago. The screening will include a festive carol 
sing-a-long by the swing female a cappella trio 
The Merry Janes, as well as prize giveaways. Cast 
and crew members will be in attendance. (See 
my interview with David Pevsner, who stars in 
the movie, online this week and in print next 
week.) http://www.musicboxtheatre.com/
events/scrooge-and-marley-2013-dec-8-sun-
0215pm

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

By 
RICHARD

kNIGHT JR.

Josh Hutcherson and Jennifer Lawrence in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. Photo by Murray Close

‘Scrooge & Marley’
events Dec. 8, 14
 The holiday film Scrooge & Marley returns 
to the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave., on Sunday, Dec. 8, at 2:30 p.m.
 The movie, shot entirely in Chicago, is a 
modern-day, gay variation on Charles Dick-
ens’ classic A Christmas Carol. This exclusive 
Chicago holiday matinee screening includes a 
festive pre-show with prize giveaways.
 The film stars David Pevsner as Scrooge, Tim 
Kazurinsky as Marley’s Ghost, Rusty Schwim-
mer, Megan Cavanagh, Ronnie Kroell and Da-
vid Moretti, along with multiple Emmy win-
ner Bruce Vilanch as Fezziwig; two-time Tony 
winner Judith Light narrates.
 Advance tickets are $10 and are available at 
www.musicboxtheatre.com.
 Also, on Saturday, Dec. 14, the Lakeside 
Pride Music Ensembles will include “Christ-
mas Eve Is Coming Soon”—the theme from 
Scrooge & Marley—as a featured part of the 
annual holiday concert “Holidays in Uptown.”
 The original song—which the film’s co-writ-
er and director, Richard Knight Jr., wrote—is 

performed in the film by noted area vocalist 
Becca Kaufman, who will sing the selection 
at the Lakeside Pride concert (in a new ar-
rangement commissioned exclusively for the 
evening).
 The concert will take place at the Preston 
Bradley Center, 941 W. Lawrence Ave., begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20/$12 for seniors 
and students. Advance tickets and more infor-
mation are at www.lakesidepride.org.

Ronnie 
kroell, one 
of the cast 
members of 
Scrooge & 
Marley.



By JeRRy NUNN

English actor Steve Coogan has starred in a va-
riety of films over the years, including Tropic 
Thunder, Night at the Museum and Around the 
World in 80 Days.
 He moved on to more dramatic roles with What 
Maisie Knew and The Look of Love. He contin-
ues that trend with the film Philomena, teaming 
with Judi Dench.
 Stephen Frears directs the true story about 
journalist Martin Sixsmith, who helps Irish birth 
mother Philomena Lee find the child she had 
lost to adoption 50 years ago.
 The story takes many twists and turns lead-
ing to the discovery of her son Anthony all the 
while marveling at Lee’s dignity and charm. At 
early festival screenings this flick took home the 
Venice Queer Lion Prize and the Audience Award 
at the Toronto Film Festival.
 Windy City Times sat down with Coogan at his 
hotel recently to discuss the little movie that 
has some big things to say.
 Windy City Times: Hello, Steve. I think it’s 
interesting that you started with a puppet 
show and a stand-up comedy routine.
 Steve Coogan: That is how I got started in the 
industry. I wound up doing stand up because 
that was the only work I could get.
 WCT: you co-wrote, starred and produced 
Philomena. What drew you to the story?
 SC: I was reading an article four years ago by 
Martin Sixsmith who I play in the film. He wrote 
this article about this Irish woman, who had a 
son that was adopted and I found the story very 
moving. I was looking for a project outside of 
the stuff that I normally do. In England I have 
this comedy career in the US I play part number 
three or four in studio films.
 I was looking for something more substantial 
that had some real content. I found this. I had 
a production company and I had made comedy 
TV series with other people so I just optioned 
Martin’s book.
 I wanted to tell a slightly different story from 
what he had in his book. I wanted to put him, 
the author, into the story. That was not the way 
he had written the book. I wanted to tell a story 
about a journalist and Philomena going on this 
journey together to look for her son. Then it was 
just a case of sitting down and writing it.
 WCT: you have a history with Catholic school 
in the past?
 SC: My background is Irish and I went to Cath-
olic school, yes.
 WCT: So there were personal things in the 
story for you.
 SC: I had a connection with it because my 
mother is the same age as Philomena so I felt 
like I was equipped to deal with the subject 
matter. I could talk about it with some familiar-
ity.
 WCT: I felt a connection, being adopted, gay 
and a Nunn!
 SC: Oh, wow.
 WCT: Was it difficult to get the movie made?
 SC: It was like all of these things. I had a good 
coproducer, who did the film called The Duch-
ess. I told her the story I had read in the paper 
and she was willing to help me. She was good 

because she held my hand and took me through 
the process of getting this film made.
 We went to the BBC. They gave us some money 
to write it. To have them on board is good be-
cause the BBC can legitimize it. You have to go 
through some leg work but people just loved the 
script. It makes people laugh and cry. In some 
ways it is easier to make this film in Europe than 
it would be in the U.S.
 WCT: Was it hard to get Judi Dench on 
board?
 SC: That wasn’t so hard. We went to her agent 
and told her the story. It was a screenplay with a 
good part for an older actress. There aren’t many 
of those around. This was all about Philomena. 
It is outside what she normally does so that al-
ways appeals to any actor who is good. It was a 
stretch for her and checks all the boxes for her.
 I think also when Stephen Frears came along 
as director that made it even better for her than 
before so she was comfortable.
 WCT: Any diva moments with her throughout 
the filming?

 SC: We just laughed a lot. I spent a long time 
sitting in that car with her. We just laughed and 
giggled. We had long chats about stuff. It was 
wonderful. I was blessed in the whole making 
of this film because it was a delight. I looked 

forward to going to work every day.
 Philomena opens in Chicago theaters Nov. 
27. Visit www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com to 
read the entire interview.

A HOLIDAY MOVIE FOR ALL OF US

scroogeandmarleymovie.com

Playing at the Gene Siskel Film Center
164 N. State Street, Chicago, IL | http://www.siskelfilmcenter.org

´ Friday, Dec. 21 | 8:15 p.m.  Pre-show holiday sing-a-long with Becca Kaufman & Dick O’Day!
´ Saturday, Dec. 22 | 7:45 p.m.  Pre-show holiday sing-a-long with Rusty Schwimmer & Dick O’Day! 
´ Thursday, Dec. 27 | 7:45 p.m.  Free Scrooge & Marley posters to the first 50 people at every show!

´ A sweet and distinctive spin on a holiday standard.´ 
Alonso Duralde, author, “Have Yourself a Movie Little Christmas”

´This touching and clever Carol is sure to 
be a queer Christmas classic!´

Mike Wood, Instinct magazine

´This Christmas Carol will gayly ring in 
the Holidays and so it should!´ 

Janet Davies, ABC-7 News

Showing SUN., DEC. 8, 2013
Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., Chicago

Pre-show 2:30 p.m., Film 2:45 p.m.
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NUNN ON ONE: MOVIES

Steve Coogan of ‘Philomena’ 
on the little film that could

Dame Judi Dench and Steve Coogan in Philomena. 
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‘Bear’ with me 
 Where the Bears Are: Season 2 
(http://wherethebearsare.tv) hilari-
ously picks up from where the first 
season (an Internet hit) ended—ex-
cept this time, it’s a political figure 
who’s murdered. Rick Copp (The Brady 
Bunch Movie), Joe Dietl (The Thin 
Pink Line), Ben Zook (Jack and Jill) 
and Ian Parks again star—but there 
are some nice guest-star turns by Mar-
garet Cho and Chris Lavoie, among 
others.

Brownie points 
 ”Delicious” doesn’t even begin to 
describe the items Fairytale Brown-
ies (www.brownies.com) offers. 
Send someone you adore the Season 
Deluxe Bar, Sprite and Cookie Combo 
($49.95), and that person will prob-
ably love you for life. The combo 
includes items in flavors such as 
toffee chocolate chip, peanut but-
ter, mint chocolate and cheesecake 
swirl.

picture it... 
 Tequila Partida (www.tequilapartida.com) has a unique approach to market-
ing its products: Compare its bottles to TV’s Golden Girls. For instance, Partida 
Reposado is called the “Blanche” of the group because it’s “smooth and utterly 
elegant”—not to mention that it probably gets around. By contrast, Partida El-
egante is labelled the “Sophia” of the bunch, as it’s an extra anejo tequila aged to 
perfection for 40 months in American oak.

Sweet relief 
 You’ll practically want to eat yourself after trying be Delectable from Cake Beauty 
(www.be-delectable.com; $14.99). There’s a hair and body-mist set as well as a hand-
cream set—and they come in coconut & cream, strawberry & cream, lemon & cream, 
and vanilla & cream. 

home improvements 
 The lifestyle brand soireehome (http://soi-
reehome.com) has a variety of innovative prod-
ucts that promise to make your life easier. For 
example, tempour ($49.99) is a modular system 
for ultimate beverage control, and includes a 
stainless steel pourer, sediment filter, detach-
able gel-filled chiller, and silicon bottle stopper. 
Then, there’s my favorite: tilt ($34.99 for two), 
a chilling innovation that’s iceless and flavor-
less—so it won’t interfere with your martini.

COMPILeD By ANDReW DAVIS
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prop to it 
 keyprop (http://integrald.com/keyprop.html; 
$12.95) solves the problem of not having a smart-
phone stand. Keyprop rests against the front panel 
to prop up your phone—and for the iPhone5, the 
bottom prong can also fit right into the Lightning 
dock. However, it fits virtually every smartphone—
meaning you can watch your Rihanna video while 
multitasking.

Judy, Judy, Judy 
 Yes, we know how much gays love Judy Garland and The 
Wizard of Oz. Well, Cafe Press (http://www.cafepress.
com/+thewizardofozmovie+gifts) has a whole list of attractive 
items. Somewhere Over the Rainbow wall clock? Check. Ruby-
slipper iPhone case? Check. Wizard of Oz Who’sGot the Red 
Shoes Now Flip Flops? Double check. 

A plumm find 
 Bistro/chocolatier Sugar and Plumm (www.sugarandplumm.com) has cre-
ated specialty handmade, chocolate treats—and they’re unlike anything else 
you’re likely to see. Where else are you apt to find handbags and heeled 
shoes (starting at $25) made of pure chocolate? It’s where fashion meets 
dessert.

Beer and far 
 It’s not hard to guess what the focus is on Beerables (www.beerables.net), but what could be surprising is the 
wide variety of products available. Steins, corkscrews, apparel and even a Rolling Rock gay pride matchbook are 
among the things you’ll find. (I was going to use a bad pun but I’ll ab-stein—OK, I couldn’t resist.)

Stand up 
 If you want to give a gift 
that essentially gives back, 
Stand Up to Cancer (www.
standup2cancer.org) is cer-
tainly a worthy cause. Prod-
ucts range from teddy bears to 
blankets to bangles to watch-
es.

Gem dandy 
 20th-Century Jewelry & the Icons of Style (www.thamesandhudson.
com) is a coffee-table book that analyzes how the worlds of fashion and 
art have brilliantly collided in the new millennium. From catwalk shows 
to fashion photography to dazzling new retail spaces, this book explores 
the evolution of “art as fashion” and “fashion as art,” with more than 350 
illustrations. Sashay, shante!

Doll face 
 Another option for kids—or boy-band fans of any age, I guess—would be 
the singing 12-inch 1D (One Direction) dolls ($19.97). Each doll comes 
with a mike and an outfit. I assume kids could put these dolls against their 
parents’ New Kids on the Block dolls in a sing-off.
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pro and ‘Don’ 
 Capitalizing on the recent controversy regarding Hallmark 
Cards removing the word “gay” from “Deck the Halls,” Rocco 
Shirts (http://roccoshirts.com/store/feature/don-we-now-
our-gay-apparell/; $24.99) is selling sweatshirts with wording 
such as “Don We Now Our Gay/Bi/Straight Apparel.” Wearers 
will certainly get attention.

To the right 
 Contrary to one some may think, Hol-
lywood hasn’t always been a bubble of 
liberalism. When Hollywood Was Right 
combines celebrity and politics, with fig-
ures from John Wayne to Walt Disney join-
ing forces to rebuild the Republican Party. 
This is a great gift for anyone fascinated 
by history.

“When Hollywood Was Right offers a lesson for today of how an embattled, factionalized 

Republican Party came together to elect a principled and pragmatic conservative, Ronald 

Reagan, to the presidency. Plus this is a damn good read.”

— Barry Goldwater Jr., Former United States Congressman (Republican–California) 

 

“While liberal movie stars vociferously proclaim that the blacklisted Hollywood Ten were 

innocent of any wrongdoing, Donald T. Critchlow presents the opposite view starting from 

the Great Depression and ending with the presidential election of Ronald Reagan. Written 

judiciously with passion and verve, this volume should be standard reading for anyone who 

wants the explanation of how Republican and Democratic partisans were driven to When 

Hollywood Was Right – and Left.”

— Irwin F. Gellman, Visiting Scholar of History at Franklin & Marshall College, author of 

Secret Affairs, The Contender, and the upcoming volume, The President and the Apprentice 

 

“This incisive, first-rate study is based on extensive archival research. When Hollywood Was 

Right masterfully tells how anticommunism drove film industry executives, directors, and stars, 

allied with business leaders, to remake the Republican Party in California after World War II. 

As Professor Donald T. Critchlow astutely argues, the result had national implications. These 

conservatives backed Richard Nixon and ultimately put one of their own, Ronald Reagan, in 

the White House.”

— William J. Rorabaugh, Professor of History, University of Washington, author of The Real 

Making of the President: Kennedy, Nixon, and the 1960 Election (2012) 

Donald T. Critchlow is Research Professor and 

Barry M. Goldwater Chair of American Institutions 

at the School of Historical Philosophical and 

Religious Studies, Arizona State University. He has 

authored and edited numerous books, including 

The Conservative Ascendancy: How the GOP Made 

Political History (2007, revised 2011); Phyllis Schlafly 

and Grassroots Conservatism (2005); and Intended 

Consequences: Birth Control, Abortion, and the 

Federal Government (1999). He is currently working 

on a data-driven book, American Democracy Now 

and Its Future. He is editor of the Journal of Policy 

History, an interdisciplinary quarterly published by 

Cambridge University Press, and general editor of the 

Cambridge Essential Histories Series.

Hollywood was not always a bastion of liberalism. 

Following World War II, an informal alliance of 

movie stars, studio moguls, and Southern California 

business interests formed to revitalize a factionalized 

Republican Party. Coming together were stars such 

as John Wayne, Robert Taylor, George Murphy, and 

many others who joined studio heads Cecil B. DeMille, 

Louis B. Mayer, Walt Disney, and Jack Warner to 

rebuild the Republican Party. They found support 

among a large group of business leaders who poured 

money and skills into this effort, which paid off with 

the election of George Murphy to the U.S. Senate and 

of Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan to the highest 

office in the nation. This is an exciting story based on 

extensive new research that will forever change how 

we think of Hollywood politics.

Jacket image: Ronald Reagan on Television Interview. 

Copyright © Bettmann / CORBIS.

Jacket design by Amy M. Sefton

Printed in the United States of America

Just ‘Shoot’ me 
 She Shoots Men (www.schifferbooks.
com; $50) may not be quite what you 
think—it features images of male nudes 
as taken by Vivienne Maricevic. Includ-
ed in this compendium are more than 
150 images from three of Maricevic’s 
most distinct periods. However, no mat-
ter what the era, the images are rather, 
um, compelling.

Kitt and caboodle 
 Kitt Shapiro, the daughter of the legendary Eartha 
Kitt, has introduced Simply eartha (www.Simply-
Eartha.com), a lifestyle brand of coasters, plates, 
wall art, mugs, pillows, throws and paperweights 
featuring the witticisms and images of her iconic 
late mother. “Kitt-isms” include such statements as 
“What I do today is how I am interpreted tomor-
row.” (So true...) By the way, part of the proceeds 
benefit The Colon Cancer Alliance.

LuSh for life 
 LUSH (www.lush.com) has some 
unique products for your face, body 
and hair. Tops on my list is Santa’s Lip 
Scrub ($8.95), a cola-flavored con-
coction that leads to soft, kissable 
Christmas lips. (Is that mistletoe I 
see?) Then there’s SNAP!! ($45.95), a 
collection of items like fruity-smelling 
Red Fun and Mr. Punch that will wake 
you faster than coffee.

Let’s bake a deal 
 Last year, Hasbro said it would start 
selling gender-neutral Easy Bake Ov-
ens (starting at $44.99)—and items 
are in black and silver as well as the 
traditional pink. The Ultimate Oven 
(which comes in purple) allows kids 
to become little Martha Stewarts with 
items like red velvet cake mix and 
chocolate chip cookie mix.  

Frends zone 
 Frends headphones (http://www.wearefrends.
com; starting at $149) are some of the coolest-
looking soundgear I’ve seen in quite some time. 
With lines such as Taylor Rose Gold and Layla Oil 
Slick, the phones incorporate leather (black or 
white) with gold hardware. People who see you 
wearing these probably won’t even care who you’re 
listening to.
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What’s cooking? 
 Local bon vivant Sanjay Singhal has penned the cookbook What Tastes Good! 
(www.amazon.com; $17.96) The cookbook captures many of Singhal’s stories in the 
kitchen, both at home and over-
seas (in India and France). The 
recipes follow in order, from hors 
d’oeuvres to salads, soups, meats, 
vegetables and desserts. Quiche 
aux trois fromages, anyone?

Jim beams 
 Pianist Jim Brickman 
has released The Magic 
of Christmas (http://
www.jimbrickman.com; 
$9.99) features him with 
the brand-new original 
instrumentals “The Magic 
of Christmas” and “On A 
Winter’s Night,” along 
with legendary singer 
Johnny Mathis adding his 
sound to “Sending You A 
Little Christmas.” (There 
are also standards such 
as “Have Yourself A Merry 
Little Christmas.”) Inci-
dentally, he’ll be perform-
ing in Joliet Nov. 30.

A year of dates 
 The 2014 edition of the Orthodox Calendar 
(www.orthodox-calendar.com) is just as homoerotic 
as it wants to be—and this calendar full of muscu-
lar dudes pays tribute to same-sex marriage. I can 
only imagine what certain religious leaders would 
have to say.

Blinding me with science 
 The evolution Store (http://theevolutionstore.com) has some very cool 
items—and some that others might find a little, um, creepy. The skull-and-
claw bottle opener is something that seems cool, and who wouldn’t want a 
malachite box or agate coasters? On the other hand, taxidermy and the skel-
eton erotica... 

Let’s get ‘Loud’ 
 Out Loud Greetings (http://
outloudgreetings.com/), run by 
23-year-old Ryan LeMere, has 
“cards for diverse communities, 
made with heart,” according to its 
website. What you’ll find are cards 
for everything from a lesbian wed-
ding to a bear anniversary. Try find-
ing THAT at Walgreens.

Nice to meat you 
 Carnivore Club (www.carnivoreclub.ca; 
$50/month) offers monthly subscriptions of 
curated meats delivered to your doorstep. 
And just in case you think you’re getting 
items on the level of Spam, boxes include 
such meats as Iberico chorizo, pate de Cham-
pagne and Toscana salami. Happy dining!

Saks and the city 
 Saks Fifth Avenue (www.saksfifthavenue.
com) has a variety of items for the more so-
phisticated man, including the Del Toro velvet 
slipper ($350-$375), the Tom Ford “Tobacco 
Oud” fragrance ($520), the Barbara J. Campbell 
silk pocket squares ($95) and the Le Labo soy 
wax candle ($60). Paging Donald Trump!
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COMPLERA. A complete HIV treatment in only 1 pill a day.

COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before 
and have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood.

Ask your healthcare provider if it’s the one for you.

Learn more at www.COMPLERA.com

Patient model. Pill shown is not actual size.

Ad page 1 Ad page 2 Windy City Times Windy City Times

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you have ever taken other anti-HIV medicines.
COMPLERA may change the effect of other medicines and may cause serious side 
effects. Your healthcare provider may change your other medicines or change their doses. 
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take these medicines: 
•  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, 
Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), phenytoin (Dilantin, 
Dilantin-125, Phenytek) 

•  anti-tuberculosis medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin), rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, 
Rimactane, Rifadin) and rifapentine (Priftin)  

•  proton pump inhibitors for stomach or intestinal problems: esomeprazole 
(Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), dexlansoprazole (Dexilant), omeprazole 
(Prilosec), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), rabeprazole (Aciphex)  

•  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate 

• St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

If you are taking COMPLERA you should not take other HIV medicines or other 
medicines containing tenofovir (Viread, Truvada, Stribild or Atripla); other medicines 
containing emtricitabine or lamivudine (Emtriva, Combivir, Epivir, Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, 
Trizivir, Atripla, Stribild or Truvada); rilpivirine (Edurant) or adefovir (Hepsera).

In addition, tell your healthcare provider if you are taking the following 
medications because they may interfere with how COMPLERA works and may 
cause side effects:
•  certain antacid medicines containing aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or calcium 
carbonate (examples: Rolaids, TUMS). These medicines must be taken at least 
2 hours before or 4 hours after COMPLERA.

•  medicines to block stomach acid including cimetidine (Tagamet), famotidine 
(Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine HCL (Zantac). These medicines must be 
taken at least 12 hours before or 4 hours after COMPLERA. 

•  any of these medicines: clarithromycin (Biaxin); erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, 
Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone), fl uconazole (Difl ucan), itraconazole (Sporanox), 
ketoconazole (Nizoral) methadone (Dolophine); posaconazole (Noxafi l), telithromycin 
(Ketek) or voriconazole (Vfend). 

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidneys like acyclovir (Zovirax), cidofovir (Vistide), 
ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex) and valganciclovir (Valcyte).

What is COMPLERA?
COMPLERA® is a prescription HIV medicine that is used as a complete regimen 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never taken HIV medicines before and who have 
an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called “viral load”) that is no more than 
100,000 copies/mL. COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine 
and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate. It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective 
in children under the age of 18 years. 

COMPLERA® does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 infection and 
decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep taking COMPLERA. Avoid doing things 
that can spread HIV-1 to others: always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with body fl uids; never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them, do not share personal items that may contain 
bodily fl uids. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to reduce 
the risk of passing HIV-1 to others.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information you should know about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA® can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 
emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold, especially in your arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a 
fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white part of your 
eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time. 
In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop taking 
COMPLERA, your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking COMPLERA 
without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your 
health. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of HBV.

These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if you take 
COMPLERA. Tell your healthcare provider about all prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, or herbal supplements you are 
taking or plan to take.

Before taking COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, or have 
abnormal liver tests

• Have kidney problems
• Have ever had a mental health problem
• Have bone problems
•  Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA 
can harm your unborn child

•  Are breastfeeding: Women with HIV should not breastfeed because they can 
pass HIV through their milk to the baby. Also, COMPLERA may pass through 
breast milk and could cause harm to the baby

COMPLERA can cause additional serious side effects:
•  New or worsening kidney problems, including kidney failure. If you have had 
kidney problems, or take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, your 
healthcare provider may need to do regular blood tests.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any of the following symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless, feeling anxious or 
restless, have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.

•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or who have 
had changes in their liver function tests in the past may have an increased 
risk for liver problems while taking COMPLERA. Some people without prior liver 
disease may also be at risk. Your healthcare provider may need to check your 
liver enzymes before and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone problems 
include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your 
healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. 
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a long 
time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms after 
starting COMPLERA.

The most common side effects reported with COMPLERA are trouble sleeping 
(insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, rash, 
tiredness, and depression. Some side effects also reported include vomiting, stomach 
pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) and pain.

This is not a complete list of side effects. Tell your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
if you notice any side effects while taking COMPLERA, and call your healthcare 
provider for medical advice about side effects.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit http://www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Additional Information about taking COMPLERA:
•  Always take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important to help get the 
right amount of medicine in your body. (A protein drink does not replace food. If your 
healthcare provider stops COMPLERA, make certain you understand how to take your 
new medicine and whether you need to take your new medicine with a meal.)

Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with COMPLERA 
and see your healthcare provider regularly.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with important warnings on 
the following pages.

one
The for me
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COMPLERA. A complete HIV treatment in only 1 pill a day.

COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before 
and have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood.

Ask your healthcare provider if it’s the one for you.
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Patient model. Pill shown is not actual size.

Ad page 1 Ad page 2 Windy City Times Windy City Times

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you have ever taken other anti-HIV medicines.
COMPLERA may change the effect of other medicines and may cause serious side 
effects. Your healthcare provider may change your other medicines or change their doses. 
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take these medicines: 
•  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, 
Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), phenytoin (Dilantin, 
Dilantin-125, Phenytek) 

•  anti-tuberculosis medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin), rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, 
Rimactane, Rifadin) and rifapentine (Priftin)  

•  proton pump inhibitors for stomach or intestinal problems: esomeprazole 
(Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), dexlansoprazole (Dexilant), omeprazole 
(Prilosec), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), rabeprazole (Aciphex)  

•  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate 

• St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

If you are taking COMPLERA you should not take other HIV medicines or other 
medicines containing tenofovir (Viread, Truvada, Stribild or Atripla); other medicines 
containing emtricitabine or lamivudine (Emtriva, Combivir, Epivir, Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, 
Trizivir, Atripla, Stribild or Truvada); rilpivirine (Edurant) or adefovir (Hepsera).

In addition, tell your healthcare provider if you are taking the following 
medications because they may interfere with how COMPLERA works and may 
cause side effects:
•  certain antacid medicines containing aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or calcium 
carbonate (examples: Rolaids, TUMS). These medicines must be taken at least 
2 hours before or 4 hours after COMPLERA.

•  medicines to block stomach acid including cimetidine (Tagamet), famotidine 
(Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine HCL (Zantac). These medicines must be 
taken at least 12 hours before or 4 hours after COMPLERA. 

•  any of these medicines: clarithromycin (Biaxin); erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, 
Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone), fl uconazole (Difl ucan), itraconazole (Sporanox), 
ketoconazole (Nizoral) methadone (Dolophine); posaconazole (Noxafi l), telithromycin 
(Ketek) or voriconazole (Vfend). 

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidneys like acyclovir (Zovirax), cidofovir (Vistide), 
ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex) and valganciclovir (Valcyte).

What is COMPLERA?
COMPLERA® is a prescription HIV medicine that is used as a complete regimen 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never taken HIV medicines before and who have 
an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called “viral load”) that is no more than 
100,000 copies/mL. COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine 
and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate. It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective 
in children under the age of 18 years. 

COMPLERA® does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. To control HIV-1 infection and 
decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep taking COMPLERA. Avoid doing things 
that can spread HIV-1 to others: always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower 
the chance of sexual contact with body fl uids; never reuse or share needles or other 
items that have body fl uids on them, do not share personal items that may contain 
bodily fl uids. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to reduce 
the risk of passing HIV-1 to others.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information you should know about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA® can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 
emergency. Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, unusual 
(not normal) muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold, especially in your arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a 
fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white part of your 
eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements 
(stools), loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time. 
In some cases, these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop taking 
COMPLERA, your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking COMPLERA 
without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your 
health. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of HBV.

These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if you take 
COMPLERA. Tell your healthcare provider about all prescription and 
nonprescription medicines, vitamins, or herbal supplements you are 
taking or plan to take.

Before taking COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, or have 
abnormal liver tests

• Have kidney problems
• Have ever had a mental health problem
• Have bone problems
•  Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA 
can harm your unborn child

•  Are breastfeeding: Women with HIV should not breastfeed because they can 
pass HIV through their milk to the baby. Also, COMPLERA may pass through 
breast milk and could cause harm to the baby

COMPLERA can cause additional serious side effects:
•  New or worsening kidney problems, including kidney failure. If you have had 
kidney problems, or take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, your 
healthcare provider may need to do regular blood tests.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any of the following symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless, feeling anxious or 
restless, have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.

•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or who have 
had changes in their liver function tests in the past may have an increased 
risk for liver problems while taking COMPLERA. Some people without prior liver 
disease may also be at risk. Your healthcare provider may need to check your 
liver enzymes before and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone problems 
include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your 
healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. 
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get stronger 
and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a long 
time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms after 
starting COMPLERA.

The most common side effects reported with COMPLERA are trouble sleeping 
(insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, rash, 
tiredness, and depression. Some side effects also reported include vomiting, stomach 
pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) and pain.

This is not a complete list of side effects. Tell your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
if you notice any side effects while taking COMPLERA, and call your healthcare 
provider for medical advice about side effects.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit http://www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Additional Information about taking COMPLERA:
•  Always take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important to help get the 
right amount of medicine in your body. (A protein drink does not replace food. If your 
healthcare provider stops COMPLERA, make certain you understand how to take your 
new medicine and whether you need to take your new medicine with a meal.)

Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with COMPLERA 
and see your healthcare provider regularly.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with important warnings on 
the following pages.
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information

COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah)
(emtricitabine, rilpivirine, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see 
the full Prescribing Information including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

•  COMPLERA is a prescription HIV (Human Immunode� ciency Virus) medicine 
that is used to treat HIV-1 in adults

 –  who have never taken HIV medicines before, and

 –  who have an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’) that 
is no more than 100,000 copies/mL. Your healthcare provider will measure 
your viral load.

(HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immunode� ciency Syndrome)).

•  COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine, tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate – combined in one tablet. It is a complete regimen to 
treat HIV-1 infection and should not be used with other HIV medicines.

•  It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under the age 
of 18 years old.

•  COMPLERA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
therapy to control HIV infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to 
prevent passing HIV to other people. Do not share or re-use needles or other 
injection equipment, and do not share personal items that can have blood or 
body � uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal � uids or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can 

happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) 
medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to 
death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because the symptoms 
could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms which could 
be signs of lactic acidosis:

 –  feel very weak or tired

 –  have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 –  have trouble breathing

 –  have stomach pain with nausea (feeling sick to your stomach) or vomiting

 –  feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 –  feel dizzy or lightheaded

 –  have a fast or irregular heartbeat

•  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your 
liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver 
(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms of liver problems:

 –  your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 –  dark “tea-colored” urine

 –  light-colored bowel movements (stools)

 –  loss of appetite for several days or longer

 –  nausea

 –  stomach pain

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time.

•  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (� are-up) if you stop 
taking COMPLERA. A “� are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of 
HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your healthcare provider.

 –  Do not let your COMPLERA run out. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.

 –  Do not stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider.

 –  If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check 
your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA?

Do not take COMPLERA if:
•  your HIV infection has been previously treated with HIV medicines.

•  you are taking any of the following medicines:

 –  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, 
Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital 
(Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

 –  anti-tuberculosis (anti-TB) medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin); rifampin 
(Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

 –  proton pump inhibitor (PPI) medicine for certain stomach or intestinal 
problems: esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole 
sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

 –  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

 –  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum)

•  If you take COMPLERA, you should not take:
 –  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla, Stribild, Truvada, Viread)

 –  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (Combivir, 
Emtriva, Epivir or Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, Trizivir, Atripla, Truvada, Stribild)

 –  rilpivirine (Edurant)

 –  adefovir (Hepsera)

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Before you take COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, kidney 

problems, mental health problem or bone problems

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn child.

  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
antiviral medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about how you can take part in this registry.

•  are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. You should not breastfeed if you 
have HIV because of the risk of passing HIV to your baby. Do not breastfeed 
if you are taking COMPLERA. At least two of the medicines contained in 
COMPLERA can be passed to your baby in your breast milk. We do not know 
whether this could harm your baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about the 
best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

•  COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how COMPLERA works, and may cause serious side effects. If 
you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your 
body may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV infection. 
The HIV virus in your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV 
medicines that are like it.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:
•  an antacid medicine that contains aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 

calcium carbonate. If you take an antacid during treatment with COMPLERA, 
take the antacid at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you 
take COMPLERA.

•  a medicine to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). If you take one of these medicines during treatment with 
COMPLERA, take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours 
after you take COMPLERA.

•  any of these medicines (if taken by mouth or injection):

 – clarithromycin (Biaxin)

 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)

 – � uconazole (Di� ucan)

 – itraconazole (Sporanox)

 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)

 – methadone (Dolophine)

 – posaconazole (Noxa� l)

 – telithromycin (Ketek)

 – voriconazole (Vfend)

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidney, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), 
and valganciclovir (Valcyte)

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about 

COMPLERA?”

•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, can happen in 
some people who take COMPLERA. Your healthcare provider should do blood 
tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you 
have had kidney problems in the past or need to take another medicine that 
can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood 
tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any of the following symptoms:

 –  feeling sad or hopeless

 –  feeling anxious or restless

 –  have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself

•  Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during treatment 
with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during treatment with 
COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and during 
treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check 
your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your body (trunk). 
Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. The cause and 
long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to � ght infections that have been hidden in your body for 
a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:

•  trouble sleeping (insomnia)

•  abnormal dreams

•  headache

•  dizziness

•  diarrhea

•  nausea

•  rash

•  tiredness

•  depression

Additional common side effects include:

•  vomiting

•  stomach pain or discomfort

•  skin discoloration (small spots or freckles)

•  pain

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side 
effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

How should I take COMPLERA?
•  Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 

COMPLERA.
•  Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV that includes rilpivirine 
tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

•  Do not change your dose or stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking with 
your healthcare provider. See your healthcare provider regularly while taking 
COMPLERA.

•  If you miss a dose of COMPLERA within 12 hours of the time you usually take 
it, take your dose of COMPLERA with food as soon as possible. Then, take your 
next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time. If you miss a dose 
of COMPLERA by more than 12 hours of the time you usually take it, wait and 
then take the next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time.

•  Do not take more than your prescribed dose to make up for a missed dose.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or call 
1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information

COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah)
(emtricitabine, rilpivirine, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see 
the full Prescribing Information including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

•  COMPLERA is a prescription HIV (Human Immunode� ciency Virus) medicine 
that is used to treat HIV-1 in adults

 –  who have never taken HIV medicines before, and

 –  who have an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’) that 
is no more than 100,000 copies/mL. Your healthcare provider will measure 
your viral load.

(HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immunode� ciency Syndrome)).

•  COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine, tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate – combined in one tablet. It is a complete regimen to 
treat HIV-1 infection and should not be used with other HIV medicines.

•  It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under the age 
of 18 years old.

•  COMPLERA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
therapy to control HIV infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to 
prevent passing HIV to other people. Do not share or re-use needles or other 
injection equipment, and do not share personal items that can have blood or 
body � uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal � uids or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can 

happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) 
medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to 
death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because the symptoms 
could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms which could 
be signs of lactic acidosis:

 –  feel very weak or tired

 –  have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 –  have trouble breathing

 –  have stomach pain with nausea (feeling sick to your stomach) or vomiting

 –  feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 –  feel dizzy or lightheaded

 –  have a fast or irregular heartbeat

•  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your 
liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver 
(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms of liver problems:

 –  your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 –  dark “tea-colored” urine

 –  light-colored bowel movements (stools)

 –  loss of appetite for several days or longer

 –  nausea

 –  stomach pain

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time.

•  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (� are-up) if you stop 
taking COMPLERA. A “� are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of 
HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your healthcare provider.

 –  Do not let your COMPLERA run out. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.

 –  Do not stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider.

 –  If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check 
your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA?

Do not take COMPLERA if:
•  your HIV infection has been previously treated with HIV medicines.

•  you are taking any of the following medicines:

 –  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, 
Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital 
(Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

 –  anti-tuberculosis (anti-TB) medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin); rifampin 
(Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

 –  proton pump inhibitor (PPI) medicine for certain stomach or intestinal 
problems: esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole 
sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

 –  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

 –  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum)

•  If you take COMPLERA, you should not take:
 –  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla, Stribild, Truvada, Viread)

 –  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (Combivir, 
Emtriva, Epivir or Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, Trizivir, Atripla, Truvada, Stribild)

 –  rilpivirine (Edurant)

 –  adefovir (Hepsera)

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Before you take COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, kidney 

problems, mental health problem or bone problems

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn child.

  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
antiviral medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about how you can take part in this registry.

•  are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. You should not breastfeed if you 
have HIV because of the risk of passing HIV to your baby. Do not breastfeed 
if you are taking COMPLERA. At least two of the medicines contained in 
COMPLERA can be passed to your baby in your breast milk. We do not know 
whether this could harm your baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about the 
best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

•  COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how COMPLERA works, and may cause serious side effects. If 
you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your 
body may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV infection. 
The HIV virus in your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV 
medicines that are like it.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:
•  an antacid medicine that contains aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 

calcium carbonate. If you take an antacid during treatment with COMPLERA, 
take the antacid at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you 
take COMPLERA.

•  a medicine to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). If you take one of these medicines during treatment with 
COMPLERA, take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours 
after you take COMPLERA.

•  any of these medicines (if taken by mouth or injection):

 – clarithromycin (Biaxin)

 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)

 – � uconazole (Di� ucan)

 – itraconazole (Sporanox)

 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)

 – methadone (Dolophine)

 – posaconazole (Noxa� l)

 – telithromycin (Ketek)

 – voriconazole (Vfend)

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidney, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), 
and valganciclovir (Valcyte)

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about 

COMPLERA?”

•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, can happen in 
some people who take COMPLERA. Your healthcare provider should do blood 
tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you 
have had kidney problems in the past or need to take another medicine that 
can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood 
tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any of the following symptoms:

 –  feeling sad or hopeless

 –  feeling anxious or restless

 –  have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself

•  Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during treatment 
with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during treatment with 
COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and during 
treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check 
your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your body (trunk). 
Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. The cause and 
long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to � ght infections that have been hidden in your body for 
a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:

•  trouble sleeping (insomnia)

•  abnormal dreams

•  headache

•  dizziness

•  diarrhea

•  nausea

•  rash

•  tiredness

•  depression

Additional common side effects include:

•  vomiting

•  stomach pain or discomfort

•  skin discoloration (small spots or freckles)

•  pain

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side 
effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

How should I take COMPLERA?
•  Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 

COMPLERA.
•  Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV that includes rilpivirine 
tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

•  Do not change your dose or stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking with 
your healthcare provider. See your healthcare provider regularly while taking 
COMPLERA.

•  If you miss a dose of COMPLERA within 12 hours of the time you usually take 
it, take your dose of COMPLERA with food as soon as possible. Then, take your 
next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time. If you miss a dose 
of COMPLERA by more than 12 hours of the time you usually take it, wait and 
then take the next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time.

•  Do not take more than your prescribed dose to make up for a missed dose.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or call 
1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information

COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah)
(emtricitabine, rilpivirine, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see 
the full Prescribing Information including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

•  COMPLERA is a prescription HIV (Human Immunode� ciency Virus) medicine 
that is used to treat HIV-1 in adults

 –  who have never taken HIV medicines before, and

 –  who have an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’) that 
is no more than 100,000 copies/mL. Your healthcare provider will measure 
your viral load.

(HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immunode� ciency Syndrome)).

•  COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine, tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate – combined in one tablet. It is a complete regimen to 
treat HIV-1 infection and should not be used with other HIV medicines.

•  It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under the age 
of 18 years old.

•  COMPLERA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
therapy to control HIV infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to 
prevent passing HIV to other people. Do not share or re-use needles or other 
injection equipment, and do not share personal items that can have blood or 
body � uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal � uids or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can 

happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) 
medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to 
death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because the symptoms 
could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms which could 
be signs of lactic acidosis:

 –  feel very weak or tired

 –  have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 –  have trouble breathing

 –  have stomach pain with nausea (feeling sick to your stomach) or vomiting

 –  feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 –  feel dizzy or lightheaded

 –  have a fast or irregular heartbeat

•  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your 
liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver 
(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms of liver problems:

 –  your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 –  dark “tea-colored” urine

 –  light-colored bowel movements (stools)

 –  loss of appetite for several days or longer

 –  nausea

 –  stomach pain

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time.

•  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (� are-up) if you stop 
taking COMPLERA. A “� are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of 
HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your healthcare provider.

 –  Do not let your COMPLERA run out. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.

 –  Do not stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider.

 –  If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check 
your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA?

Do not take COMPLERA if:
•  your HIV infection has been previously treated with HIV medicines.

•  you are taking any of the following medicines:

 –  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, 
Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital 
(Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

 –  anti-tuberculosis (anti-TB) medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin); rifampin 
(Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

 –  proton pump inhibitor (PPI) medicine for certain stomach or intestinal 
problems: esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole 
sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

 –  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

 –  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum)

•  If you take COMPLERA, you should not take:
 –  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla, Stribild, Truvada, Viread)

 –  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (Combivir, 
Emtriva, Epivir or Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, Trizivir, Atripla, Truvada, Stribild)

 –  rilpivirine (Edurant)

 –  adefovir (Hepsera)

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Before you take COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, kidney 

problems, mental health problem or bone problems

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn child.

  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
antiviral medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about how you can take part in this registry.

•  are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. You should not breastfeed if you 
have HIV because of the risk of passing HIV to your baby. Do not breastfeed 
if you are taking COMPLERA. At least two of the medicines contained in 
COMPLERA can be passed to your baby in your breast milk. We do not know 
whether this could harm your baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about the 
best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

•  COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how COMPLERA works, and may cause serious side effects. If 
you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your 
body may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV infection. 
The HIV virus in your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV 
medicines that are like it.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:
•  an antacid medicine that contains aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 

calcium carbonate. If you take an antacid during treatment with COMPLERA, 
take the antacid at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you 
take COMPLERA.

•  a medicine to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). If you take one of these medicines during treatment with 
COMPLERA, take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours 
after you take COMPLERA.

•  any of these medicines (if taken by mouth or injection):

 – clarithromycin (Biaxin)

 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)

 – � uconazole (Di� ucan)

 – itraconazole (Sporanox)

 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)

 – methadone (Dolophine)

 – posaconazole (Noxa� l)

 – telithromycin (Ketek)

 – voriconazole (Vfend)

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidney, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), 
and valganciclovir (Valcyte)

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about 

COMPLERA?”

•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, can happen in 
some people who take COMPLERA. Your healthcare provider should do blood 
tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you 
have had kidney problems in the past or need to take another medicine that 
can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood 
tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any of the following symptoms:

 –  feeling sad or hopeless

 –  feeling anxious or restless

 –  have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself

•  Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during treatment 
with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during treatment with 
COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and during 
treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check 
your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your body (trunk). 
Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. The cause and 
long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to � ght infections that have been hidden in your body for 
a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:

•  trouble sleeping (insomnia)

•  abnormal dreams

•  headache

•  dizziness

•  diarrhea

•  nausea

•  rash

•  tiredness

•  depression

Additional common side effects include:

•  vomiting

•  stomach pain or discomfort

•  skin discoloration (small spots or freckles)

•  pain

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side 
effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

How should I take COMPLERA?
•  Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 

COMPLERA.
•  Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV that includes rilpivirine 
tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

•  Do not change your dose or stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking with 
your healthcare provider. See your healthcare provider regularly while taking 
COMPLERA.

•  If you miss a dose of COMPLERA within 12 hours of the time you usually take 
it, take your dose of COMPLERA with food as soon as possible. Then, take your 
next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time. If you miss a dose 
of COMPLERA by more than 12 hours of the time you usually take it, wait and 
then take the next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time.

•  Do not take more than your prescribed dose to make up for a missed dose.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or call 
1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information

COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah)
(emtricitabine, rilpivirine, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate) tablets

Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see 
the full Prescribing Information including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

•  COMPLERA is a prescription HIV (Human Immunode� ciency Virus) medicine 
that is used to treat HIV-1 in adults

 –  who have never taken HIV medicines before, and

 –  who have an amount of HIV in their blood (this is called ‘viral load’) that 
is no more than 100,000 copies/mL. Your healthcare provider will measure 
your viral load.

(HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immunode� ciency Syndrome)).

•  COMPLERA contains 3 medicines – rilpivirine, emtricitabine, tenofovir 
disoproxil fumarate – combined in one tablet. It is a complete regimen to 
treat HIV-1 infection and should not be used with other HIV medicines.

•  It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under the age 
of 18 years old.

•  COMPLERA does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 
therapy to control HIV infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to 
prevent passing HIV to other people. Do not share or re-use needles or other 
injection equipment, and do not share personal items that can have blood or 
body � uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal � uids or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can 

happen in some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) 
medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to 
death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify early, because the symptoms 
could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms which could 
be signs of lactic acidosis:

 –  feel very weak or tired

 –  have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 –  have trouble breathing

 –  have stomach pain with nausea (feeling sick to your stomach) or vomiting

 –  feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 –  feel dizzy or lightheaded

 –  have a fast or irregular heartbeat

•  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your 
liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver 
(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms of liver problems:

 –  your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 –  dark “tea-colored” urine

 –  light-colored bowel movements (stools)

 –  loss of appetite for several days or longer

 –  nausea

 –  stomach pain

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA 
for a long time.

•  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) 
infection and take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (� are-up) if you stop 
taking COMPLERA. A “� are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of 
HBV, so you must discuss your HBV with your healthcare provider.

 –  Do not let your COMPLERA run out. Re� ll your prescription or talk to your 
healthcare provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.

 –  Do not stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking to your healthcare 
provider.

 –  If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check 
your health often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may 
have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA?

Do not take COMPLERA if:
•  your HIV infection has been previously treated with HIV medicines.

•  you are taking any of the following medicines:

 –  anti-seizure medicines: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, 
Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital 
(Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

 –  anti-tuberculosis (anti-TB) medicines: rifabutin (Mycobutin); rifampin 
(Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); rifapentine (Priftin)

 –  proton pump inhibitor (PPI) medicine for certain stomach or intestinal 
problems: esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole 
sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

 –  more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

 –  St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum)

•  If you take COMPLERA, you should not take:
 –  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla, Stribild, Truvada, Viread)

 –  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (Combivir, 
Emtriva, Epivir or Epivir-HBV, Epzicom, Trizivir, Atripla, Truvada, Stribild)

 –  rilpivirine (Edurant)

 –  adefovir (Hepsera)

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Before you take COMPLERA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection, kidney 

problems, mental health problem or bone problems

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn child.

  Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who take 
antiviral medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect 
information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about how you can take part in this registry.

•  are breast-feeding or plan to breast-feed. You should not breastfeed if you 
have HIV because of the risk of passing HIV to your baby. Do not breastfeed 
if you are taking COMPLERA. At least two of the medicines contained in 
COMPLERA can be passed to your baby in your breast milk. We do not know 
whether this could harm your baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about the 
best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

•  COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 
may affect how COMPLERA works, and may cause serious side effects. If 
you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your 
body may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV infection. 
The HIV virus in your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV 
medicines that are like it.

Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:
•  an antacid medicine that contains aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or 

calcium carbonate. If you take an antacid during treatment with COMPLERA, 
take the antacid at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you 
take COMPLERA.

•  a medicine to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). If you take one of these medicines during treatment with 
COMPLERA, take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours 
after you take COMPLERA.

•  any of these medicines (if taken by mouth or injection):

 – clarithromycin (Biaxin)

 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)

 – � uconazole (Di� ucan)

 – itraconazole (Sporanox)

 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)

 – methadone (Dolophine)

 – posaconazole (Noxa� l)

 – telithromycin (Ketek)

 – voriconazole (Vfend)

•  medicines that are eliminated by the kidney, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), 
and valganciclovir (Valcyte)

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know about 

COMPLERA?”

•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure, can happen in 
some people who take COMPLERA. Your healthcare provider should do blood 
tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If you 
have had kidney problems in the past or need to take another medicine that 
can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need to do blood 
tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if 
you have any of the following symptoms:

 –  feeling sad or hopeless

 –  feeling anxious or restless

 –  have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself

•  Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
infection or who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased 
risk of developing new or worsening liver problems during treatment 
with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also happen during treatment with 
COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and during 
treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone 
problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to 
fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do additional tests to check 
your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV medicine. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the main part of your body (trunk). 
Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may also happen. The cause and 
long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to � ght infections that have been hidden in your body for 
a long time. Tell your healthcare provider if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:

•  trouble sleeping (insomnia)

•  abnormal dreams

•  headache

•  dizziness

•  diarrhea

•  nausea

•  rash

•  tiredness

•  depression

Additional common side effects include:

•  vomiting

•  stomach pain or discomfort

•  skin discoloration (small spots or freckles)

•  pain

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side 
effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088 (1-800-332-1088).

How should I take COMPLERA?
•  Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with 

COMPLERA.
•  Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.
•  Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important 

to help get the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not 
a substitute for food. If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA 
and you are switched to new medicines to treat HIV that includes rilpivirine 
tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should be taken only with a meal.

•  Do not change your dose or stop taking COMPLERA without � rst talking with 
your healthcare provider. See your healthcare provider regularly while taking 
COMPLERA.

•  If you miss a dose of COMPLERA within 12 hours of the time you usually take 
it, take your dose of COMPLERA with food as soon as possible. Then, take your 
next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time. If you miss a dose 
of COMPLERA by more than 12 hours of the time you usually take it, wait and 
then take the next dose of COMPLERA at the regularly scheduled time.

•  Do not take more than your prescribed dose to make up for a missed dose.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about 
COMPLERA. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare 
provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
information about COMPLERA that is written for health professionals, or call 
1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com
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aDVerTIse Here
ADVeRTISe HeRe: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section 
for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-
7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or 
go to our website http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/placeaclassified.php.

cLeanInG serVIces
CHeSTNUT CLeANING SeRVICeS: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/14-52)

counseLInG
LGBT-FRIeNDLy THeRAPIST Private practice therapist 
with extensive knowledge and experience re: LGBTQ 
and HIV+ clients. Saturday hours in beautiful office 
at Lawrence & Ravenswood. Call or e-mail. 224-338-
9719. sarah.landolfi.lcsw@gmail.com (11/20/13-1)

HoMe IMProVeMenT
ReMODeL yOUR BATHROOM BeFORe CHRISTMAS. There 
is still time to make your bathroom fabulous before 
Christmas.  We also do Painting, Carpentry, Tiling and 
Basement Remodeling. “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bond-
ed-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy 
OnCall 773-244-9961. 847-328-3100 www.getandy.
com  (9/10/14-56)

FAMILy OWNeD & OPeRATeD. Painting, carpentry, 
wallpaper, dry wall repair/installation, handyman, re-
modeling, tiles, flooring, doors, electric and plumbing. 
Licensed, bonded and insured. J. Doro Painting & Con-
struction, 773-507-6664, Jduro@att.net (1/22/14)

LeGaL serVIces
HAVe QUeSTIONS ABOUT HOW NeW MARRIAGe LAWS 
AFFeCT yOU/yOUR PARTNeRS? We concentrate in po-
litical asylum and permanent residence (green cards) 
based on gay marriage. Call Butvilas Law Firm at 
312-580-1217 or email at butvilas@lawyer.com 
(12/11/13-CC)

LeGaL serVIces

sPIrITuaLITy

weDDInGs
GAy MINISTeR FOR GAy WeDDING Are you planning 
a wedding after June 1,2014? I am a gay minister 
available to perform your wedding ceremony. Email at: 
minister4gaywedding@gmail.com (12/25/13-4)

wInDow TreaTMenTs
WONDeRING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSe WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (2/26/14-13)

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS
LEGAL SERVICES
ReAL eSTATe ISSUeS? Buying – Selling – Leasing – Land-
lord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The Law 
Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway Street. 
(312) 492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. www.
FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

CONDO FOR SALE
eDGeWATeR NeIGHBORHOOD MALIBU eAST Luxurious, 
spacious 2 bd, 2ba unit for Sale. 1,519 sq ft. High floor. 
$205,000, $141.95\sq ft. Broker offered: Koenig & Strey 
312-944-8900 x 3519. To view: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=vayDZzCOsce (11/20/13-1)

ONE BEDROOM FOR RENT
HIGH-RISe LIVING IN THe SUBURBS! 6th floor Condo 
with a fantastic NW view! Recently renovated with all 
brand new appliances, blinds, updated bath and fresh-
paint! 24 hour doorman, laundry on floor, outdoor pool 
area, workout facility, sauna, party room, secure bike 
storage, and more. Great location - walking distance 
to library, Mariano’s, downtown and Metra with adja-
cent walking/bike paths available! Located in Palatine. 
$975. Call Jill at 847-871-3810 to schedule a visit! 
(12/4/13-2)

REAL ESTATE

By MeGHAN STReIT

Tucked away in a small space beneath the el 
tracks on a downtown stretch of Lake Street is a 
stylish and inspired upscale Vietnamese restau-
rant. Saigon Sisters artfully infuses Vietnamese 
classics with playful modern flair. It’s got all of 
the delicious authenticity you find in Vietnam-
ese eateries in Uptown and plenty of the edgy 
sophistication that Chicago’s West Loop restau-
rants are known for: Argyle Street meets Ran-
dolph Street.
 Saigon Sisters’ dining room is sleek and sexy. 
With only 10 or so tables and lots of candlelight, 
the vibe is decidedly intimate. Dark walls, pol-
ished concrete floors and all kinds of handsome 
wood create a space that invites you to sit back 
and relax. The cocktails help with that as well. 
In addition to ample wine and sake lists, which 
the knowledgeable staff can help you pair with 
food, there are a few fun Asian-inspired cock-
tails.

 The straightforward menu is made up of tradi-
tional Vietnamese dishes like pho and banh bao 
with subtle new twists and modern upgrades. 
One of my favorite starters was the scallop and 
bacon spring roll. It’s a fun and tasty play on 
bacon-wrapped scallops and a refreshing change 
from the shrimp that fills most spring rolls. 
The silky texture of the scallop followed by the 
crunch of the bacon makes for an exciting bite 
that is full of flavor. 
 Another memorable appetizer is the Saigon 
chicken wings. The large wings are fried crispy 
and slathered in a fiery Sriracha sauce that 
brings some serious heat. One of these spicy 
wings was plenty for me, but those with higher 
heat tolerances will happily devour the whole 
bowl.
 I also loved the green papaya salad, which 
makes a cool and subtly sweet companion for 
the spicy wings. Fresh greens and herbs provide 
a base for nicely seasoned shrimp and pork belly, 
which make the salad substantial. Fried shallots 
and peanuts top off the whole thing and lend 
some welcome crunch.
 There are entrée-sized dishes at Saigon Sis-
ters, and you can certainly order just one for 
yourself. But, there are so many tempting small 
plates that you’d be missing out by ordering just 
a single entrée. A better strategy is to order a 
few smaller plates plus an entrée or two for the 
table to share. 
 The banh bao is one section of the menu you 

don’t want to skip over. If you’re normally a fan 
of the traditional Vietnamese meat-filled buns, 
you’ll be dazzled by Saigon Sisters’ spin on 
them. For one thing, they are stuffed with up-
graded fillings like Waygu beef and foie gras and 
unexpected ingredients like jalapeno jelly and 
cardamom Dijon. What’s more, instead of being 
steamed, the buns are either grilled or fried, 
which elevates them, and frankly, makes them 
taste darn good. I sampled some banh bao made 
with pulled pork covered in a tangy BBQ sauce 
with subtle undertones of Asian spice and served 
on a fried bun. It was a special offering when I 
visited and I sincerely hope the chef decides to 
make it a regular.
 One of the most surprising delights was the 
baby octopus. The thick strips of octopus were 
as tender as can be. They are served atop a bed 
rice dyed black with cuttlefish ink. Let’s be hon-
est, black rice is not the most appetizing-look-
ing food in the universe. But, if you can get past 
its appearance, this stuff is quite tasty. The rice 
has an almost pasta-like doughy texture and it’s 
got a got a distinct salty, garlicky flavor that 
goes well with the mild octopus. 
 Like the banh bao, the beef pho is upgraded 
with Waygu beef, plus oxtail and meatballs. 
The savory broth is packed with lots of fragrant 
herbs, plenty of fresh green veggies and a gener-
ous helping of tender noodles. The soup tastes 
as beautiful as it looks, and for a traditional 
comfort food, it manages to be right at home in 

an upscale restaurant. I also enjoyed the drunk-
en noodles, a simple and fresh tasting dish made 
with basil, kimchi, glass noodles and woodears, 
which give it an interesting earthy flavor.
 Like the rest of the menu, the desserts are a 
masterful combination of Eastern and Western 
flavors. My favorite was the banana bread pud-
ding, which is much firmer than a typical bread 
pudding and presented in artfully arranged 
strips instead of gooey mush in a bowl. Imagine 
biscotti, but significantly more moist. Tamarind 
curd adds a slightly sour tang that balances the 
sweetness of the banana. Also on the plate is 
some seemingly out-of-place peanut brittle, but 
it’s delicious, so I didn’t mind one bit.
  Saigon Sisters is a true culinary gem. The food 
is inventive without feeling for a moment like 
it’s trying too hard, and every morsel that comes 
out of the kitchen is expertly executed. If the 
owners had a space four times their current size, 
I have no doubt they’d easily fill the tables night 
after night.
 Saigon Sisters is located at 567 W. Lake 
Street; call 312-496-0090 or visit www.
saigonsisters.com. 
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @SugarAnd-
SpiceMS for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

Saigon Sisters

WEEKLY DiNiNG GuiDE iN 

WINDY CITY TIMES 
& CENTER ON HALSTED

A NEW LECTURE SERIES
PRESENTED BY

Sat., Dec. 7, 2013, 11am-1pm

OWEN DANIEL-McCARTER

Constitutional Law as it Applies to Transgender Prisoners
Owen Daniel-McCarter is a transgender activist and attorney. He is co-founder and 
collective member of the Transformative Justice Law Project of Illinois which provides 
free, holistic, and gender-affirming legal advocacy to criminalized transgender and 
gender non-conforming people in Chicago and throughout Illinois prisons.

Sat., 1/4/14  

Hyacinth Piel
Ethical Problems in Gender Identity 
Construction

Sat., 2/1/14  

Beth Richie
Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence 
and America’s Prison Nation

Sat., 3/1/14  

Lourdes Torres
Making Familia from Scratch: 
Towards a History of Latina Lesbian 
Organizing in Chicago

Sat., 4/5/14  

Anne Balay
Steel Closets: Gay, Lesbian, and 
Transgender Steelworkers

Sat., 5/3/14  

Timothy Stewart-Winter
From Civil Rights to Gay Rights in 
Chicago

$25 per lecture

https://community.centeronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity

Lavender University is a 9-month 
lecture series featuring top academic 

and activist LGBTQs working on a wide 
range of research and interests. It is 
sponsored by Windy City Times and 

Center on Halsted.
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By JeRRy NUNN

Vince Clarke has been innovative in the world 
of electronic music, becoming a pioneer for this 
high-tech sound. He was a founding member of 
the highly successful group Depeche Mode be-
fore leaving it to form Yaz with Alison Moyet. In 
1985, he recruited Andy Bell to create Erasure, 
writing huge British hits like “Chains of Love” 
and “Always.”

To make the season bright the duo has cre-
ated the CD Snow Globe, which is full of seasonal 
favorites such as “White Christmas” and “Silent 
Night—complete with the act’s signature spin.

Nunn on One called the man behind the music 
for a bit of a chat.

Windy City Times: How did you go about 
picking out the tracks on this new CD?

Vince Clarke: Andy originally came up with 
most of the ideas. We were looking to do some 
common songs like “White Christmas.” We want-
ed to do some unusual songs like “Midnight 
Clear,” too. It was just a matter of finding tracks 
that were unique and we could do something 
more interesting.

WCT: you wrote “Bells of Love (Isabelle’s 
of Love).” There is a line: “I don’t believe in 
your religion.” Are you a nonreligious per-
son?

VC: How that song came about was that my 
niece Isabelle is a big fan of John Lennon. When 
I was in the studio for a week I wanted to write 
a song in the style of John Lennon. So that is 
how that song came about and that line, too. It 
is inspired by John Lennon.

WCT: Now I get it.
VC: I’m not saying it is anything as good as 

John Lennon but that was the way it started.
WCT: “Silent Night” seems very stripped-

down. Was the idea to keep things simple?
VC: To be honest, I was not very enthusiastic 

about making a Christmas album. It’s because 
Christmas records are so overdone. To make it 
interesting the approach was to strip everything 
back. They are good songs, melodies, and lyrics 
but I wanted to take them back to very basic 
chords. These things have been covered in every 
style imaginable. It was really finding a way to 
present these songs in a different light. Cutting 
them back was a way to go forward.

WCT: you made this in your studio in Brook-
lyn?

VC: Yeah, the recording was done here in New 

York and the mixing was done in London.
WCT: Were there tracks that didn’t make the 

album that you really liked?
VC: Not really. We were very careful about 

choosing tracks that we wanted to record. There 
was a list of songs that we could have tried. 
Andy and I picked the ones that we could actu-
ally do interesting things with. There were no 
extra tracks at all. We did the ones that we felt 
right for the album.

WCT: There is a deluxe box set that has a 
few extra songs in it, though.

VC: Yes, but that is an old record company 
thing. Basically what happens is you record an 
album and then they ask you to make another 
one. That’s a joke...

WCT: Are you doing any live dates with 
Snow Globe?

VC: There was talk of doing a tour around it 
but we decided instead of doing a small tour 
that we wanted to do a big tour. We will do a big 
one next year and, hopefully, lead into Christmas 
then we could do songs from this album on the 
tour.

WCT: Good idea. Are you planning some-
thing big for the 30th anniversary of the 
group being together?

VC: Has it really been that long? [Both laugh.] 
I really don’t know. Right now there are no plans 
yet. I’m sure we will do something. Hopefully 
just another party and get drunk!

WCT: How do you keep up with technology 
after all of these years?

VC: I read the tech magazines. Certain things 
are recommended to me by people. Anytime 
someone suggest something then I am willing 
to try it out. I’m a techie guy so I am bound to 
be interested in it. It is not really a need to keep 
up, it is just that I am interested in that shit. 
If someone gets me to check it out then I will.

WCT: I recently spoke to Alison Moyet about 
her new music. How was it getting back to-
gether with her for a bit?

VC: It was great and really cool. It was an 
opportunity for Alison and I to actually get to 
know each other, which we have never done be-
fore. It has been a long time since we worked 
together. Lots of things have happened in our 
lives, kids, all of that stuff. It was really nice to 
know someone that I didn’t know before and I 
think it was the same for Alison.

WCT: She said great things about the re-
union. Depeche Mode is still out touring and 
put on a phenomenal show recently.

VC: I know. They are like the bloody Rolling 
Stones now!

WCT: When are you coming back to Chicago 
on tour?

VC: I was there last Thursday. I spun records 
at Reggie’s.

WCT: I didn’t know about it.
VC: I don’t think it was promoted very well. It 

was nice to be back in Chicago. People there are 
always polite to us and friendly. The next time 
will be during an Erasure tour so next year. Just 
before it gets really cold...

WCT: So new music next year?

VC: Andy and I are writing a proper new Era-
sure album in the spring of next year.

WCT: Do you have any snow globes yourself 
from all of your travels?

VC: Actually I do. I have a snow globe in the 
studio. I don’t know where it came from. When 
we were in the studio singing Andy actually 
came up with the idea that might be a good title 
for the album. I’m looking at the snow globe 
right now as we speak.

keep up with the man himself at www.
vinceclarkemusic.com and erasure at www.
erasureinfo.com.

erasure’s Andy Bell (left) and Vince Clarke.

NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Erasure’s Vince Clarke
becomes a ‘Snow’ man

By JOe FRANCO

As the gay high holiday of Halloween ends, a 
new season begins. 
 Christmas, for many gays and lesbians, 
marks the beginning of a time of renewal, 
peace and trimming the gay hell out of a 
mantle. People get ourselves excited by 
drinking holiday-themed cocktails, eating 
their weight in Williams and Sonoma Pepper-
mint Bark and listening to Mariah Carey sing, 
“All I Want for Christmas is You,” among other 
Christmas favorites. 
 However, this November marks the release 
of David Edelfelt’s holiday album Love is Born 
at Christmas, with new holiday favorites to 
keep people company while decking their 
halls.

Edelfelt was born into upstate New York’s 
version of the Von Trapp family. His father 
played his children to sleep with his piano 
and his mother was a singer in a barbershop 
quartet. It is not a surprise to learn that 
Edelfelt followed in the musical footsteps 
of his talented family and began playing his 
church’s organ at 10 and singing at 15. He 
continued the tradition of working within the 
church and currently is the choirmaster for 
the First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville, 
Ill.. 

Edelfelt has been a fixture in the Chicago 
music scene for years, providing vocal lessons 
to more than 30 students and appearing on 
stage at Ravinia and Carnegie Hall as well as 
cabarets all across Europe. 

Love is Born at Christmas is Edelfelt’s debut 
album. “This album was born of necessity,” 
Edelfelt told Windy City Times. “My parents 
came in 2011 for what was to be a brief visit 
at Christmas. My father became ill on Christ-
mas Eve and passed away during the visit. 
My mother lived with my partner and me. In 
2012, I did not want Christmas to come.” 

Edelfelt used the production of his debut 
album as a catharsis for the real pain he ex-
perienced that first Christmas following the 
passing of his father. “This album was put to-
gether for both those people who love Christ-

mas as well as for those who struggle during 
the holidays. It was made for those people in 
mind,” said Edelfelt. 

Love is Born at Christmas has tracks, new 
and old, familiar and unfamiliar. There are 
medleys of secular classics and a number of 
sacred pieces. When asked which track was 
his favorite, Edelfelt admitted that it was dif-
ficult picking only one: “It’s hard to choose 
just one, but if I had to, I would pick ‘Mary, 
Did You Know?’ The song was originally writ-
ten in the ‘80s. I would compare it to Mel 
Torme’s ‘A Christmas Song’ as when you hear 
it, you know that it will be lasting. It’s that 
kind of song.”

Edelfelt selected songs that he loved as 
well as songs that were in bass and baritone 
ranges. “I need to have songs that were true 
to me as a singer,” he said. He does not try 
and emulate any particular artist but has fa-
vorites that he has with him in mind when 
he performs. “I like artists who don’t show 
off when they perform. I like artists who just 
sing,” he added. “I have my favorites: Sina-
tra, Bennett, Torme, Perry Como, Andy Wil-
liams and Bing Crosby. These were singers 
who learned to love the art in themselves and 
not themselves in the art.” Edelfelt is true to 
that philosophy of modesty and respect for 
art. “I ask others if they are in music for the 
sake of music or for their own ego,” he added. 

The album, although currently avail-
able, will have its official launch Thanks-
giving weekend beginning Nov. 29, with 
three special performances of his holiday 
show, “It’s The Most Wonderful Time of The 
year,” at Davenport’s Piano Bar, 1383 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 

Show times are 8 p.m. (except Sunday’s 
Dec. 1 show at 7 p.m.); there is an $18 
cover charge and two-drink minimum. Call 
773-278-1830 or visit www.DavenportsPi-
anoBar.com.

edelfelt will also perform Dec. 9 at Mer-
cury Theater and Dec. 10 at Davenport’s. 
For more information on David edelfelt and 
his career, visit www.Davidedelfelt.com.

MUSIC

David Edelfelt enters
holiday arena with album

David edelfelt.



Wed., Nov. 27
The Return of the Hit Holiday Musical We 

THRee LIZAS - Preview Performance Fresh 
from a concert at Joe’s Pub in New York 
City with a revamped book and expanded 
score, last year’s sparkly, queer holiday 
hit is back … and better than ever! Box 
maker Conrad Ticklebottom’s life has hit 
a block. The holidays bring three magical 
figures to his door—a trio of Liza Minnel-
lis to escort him on a fabulous journey 
through what-was, what-could-be and 
what-the-f*?!, redeeming his lost prom-
ise and re-inventing a brand-new Conrad 
Ticklebottom.  7:30pm   Stage 773  1225 
W Belmont Ave.,  773-327-5252  http://
www.aboutfacetheatre.com/2013/10/we-
three-lizas-tickets-are-on-sale/  Tickets: 
https://www.vendini.com/ticket-soft-
ware.html?t=tix&e=71ec28cfcc60d265777
7717703b8a8b9

Red Cup Party Every Wednesday. Featuring 
DJ Cooper Thomas and tasty drink spe-
cials.  9:00pm   Scarlet Bar  3320 N Hal-
sted  http://www.scarletbarchicago.com

Thursday, Nov. 28 
Weekend Pre-Party Join Spin every Thurs-

day for $1 cocktails, wine, and beer. Fea-
turing DJ Chester spinning the hottest 
music videos and dance hits!  9:00pm   
Spin Nightclub  800 W Belmont Ave

White Party Minibar’s weekly exclusive un-
derground. Reserve your table with a staff 
member for VIP service and priority seat-
ing while the DJ provides the hottest mu-
sic on Halsted all night.  9:00pm   Minibar  
3341 N Halsted St.,  http://www.minibar-
chicago.com/#!white-party/c1zff

Friday, Nov. 29
It’s A Wonderful Life: Live in Chicago! 

$19-$49. Through Dec. 29.  7:30pm   
Greenhouse Theater Center  2257 N. Lin-
coln Ave.  773-4047336  http://american-
bluestheater.com

Cosmix Iconic DJ Greg Haus spins Elec-
tronica, and Indie Alternative dance mu-
sic every Friday night at the famed Berlin 
Nightclub.  10:00pm   Berlin Nightclub  
954 W Belmont Ave

Shower Contest Dance Party Join Spin 
Nightclub each Friday for their legendary 
Shower Contest at Midnight! Get there by 
11:30pm to register! First prize is $100. 
Second prize is $50 Bar Tab!  10:00pm   
Sidetrack,  3349 N Halsted St

Saturday, Nov. 30
elton John - Allstate Arena - “All The 

Hits” Elton John and his band will play 
at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont, IL on 
Saturday, November 30. The 13-city tour 
will feature iconic hits and classic album 
tracks from throughout his incredible five-
decade career, as well as a selection of new 
songs from his highly-anticipated album, 
The Diving Board, which was released by 
Capitol Records Sept. 24.  8:00pm   All-
state Arena  6920 N Mannheim Rd Rose-
mont; 800-745-3000,  http://eltonjohn.
com  Tickets: http://Ticketmaster.com

Dance Party Join Spin Nightclub for their 
weekly Saturday night dance party, featur-
ing resident DJ Riley York, DJ Chester and 
DJ Dominic.  9:00pm   Spin Nightclub  800 
W Belmont Ave,

Boobs of the Dead: A Walking Dead Bur-
lesque Parody of the popular Walking 
Dead television series.  11:45pm   Gorilla 
Tango Theatre,  1919 N Milwaukee Ave.,   
773-598-4549  http://www.gorillatango.
com/zombies

Sunday, Dec. 1
13th Annual Dance-along Nutcracker 

Join the Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band 
as Sugar-plum fairies and toy soldiers of 
all ages return once again for the 13th 
Dance-Along Nutcracker, an interactive 
holiday event presented by the Chicago 
Department of Cultural Affairs and Special 
Events. Audience members, young and 
old, are encouraged to dress in their fin-
est tutus and hit the dance floor alongside 
professional dancers. The San Francisco 
Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band, the world’s 
first openly gay musical organization, 
originally created Dance-Along Nutcracker 
in 1985. FREE  12:00pm - 3:00pm   Chi-
cago Cultural Center,  78 E. Washington 
St., 773-381-6693  http://www.lakeside-
pride.org

Gay Church Brunch Brunch known in Boys-
town as “Gay Church.” 11am-3pm, Cash 
only. Brunch  12:00pm   Angelina Ris-
torante  3561 N Broadway,  http://www.
angelinaristorante.com

Test Positive Aware Network presenta-
tions During morning services at Unity 
Church of Chicago at 10:30 a.m. and again 
at 12:30 p.m.   10:30am   Unity Church of 
Chicago, 1925 W. Thome Ave.,  773-989-
9400,  http://www.tpan.com

TransActions Legends Lunch All Star 
Awards TransActions presents the Legends 
Lunch All Star Awards, a World AIDS Day 
Ceremony in association with the Chicago 
Department of Public Health. Joy Mor-
ris mzjoy773@yahoo.com .  1:00pm - 

6:00pm   Mayne Stage  1328 W Morse Ave  
312-513-3878

Screening of Black Is, Black Ain’t and oth-
er film clips HIV and young-people. Art 
by participants in COH’s HIV art therapy 
program, as well as artist Dan Anthon, 
the program’s facilitator, is on display 
from 5-6 p.m. on the Center’s second and 
third floors. Finally, “Spoken Stories” by 
area performers will be presented from 6-8 
p.m. Among those scheduled are Allegra 
Malone, Ames Hawkins, Ken Like Barbie, 
Joe Varisco, Parker Stockman, Precious 
Davis, Tim’m West, Teresa Kuruvilla and 
Jay Contarez, Jr.   2:00pm - 8:00pm   Cen-
ter on Halsted  3656 N Halsted  773-472-
6469  http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Vida/Sida vigil For World AIDS Day  
3:00pm - 3:45pm   Casita de Don Pedro, 
2625 W. Division St., 773-278-6737

Vida/Sida hosts its 25th Anniversary Din-
ner and Gala Among those honored will 
be Carmen Velazquez, executive director 
of Alivio Medical Center; Dora Garcia, as-
sociate executive director, Alivio Medical 
Center; state Sen. William Delgado; state 
Sen. Iris Martinez; state Rep. Cynthia 
Soto; state Rep. Maria Antonia Berrios; 
and State Rep. Luis Arreyo.   5:00pm - 
8:00pm   Institute of Puerto Rican, 3015 
W. Division St., 773-278-6737

Monday, Dec. 2
Free HIV testing Courtesy Howard Brown 

Health Center  1:00pm - 7:00pm   How-
ard Brown Health Center  4025 N Sheridan 
Rd  773-388-1600.  http://www.howard-
brown.org

Free HIV testing Courtesy Howard Brown 
Health Center   3:00pm - 7:00pm   Broad-
way Youth Center  3179 N Broadway

Free HIV testing Courtesy Howard Brown 
Health Center   3:00pm - 7:00pm   Broad-
way Youth Center, 615 W Wellington Ave., 
Chicago  http://www.howardbrown.org

The Sing-Along Messiah Dr. Kim Diehnelt 
will conduct a mass choir, accompanied by 
professional soloists, the Chicago Chamber 
Orchestra and Michael Shawgo, organist. 
Bring scores, or scores will be available for 
purchase. An offering will benefit the work 
of the Greater Chicago Food Depository.   
3:30pm   Second Presbyterian Church, 
1936 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago  312-225-
4951  http://www.2ndpresbyterian.org

Black Power! In Tribute to Fred Hamp-
ton Exhibitions, film screenings, perfor-
mances and discussions honoring the 
legacy of Fred Hampton, Deputy Chair-
man of the Illinois Chapter of the Black 
Panther Party, founded in 1968. Related 
events through Dec. 7.  4:00pm - 5:45pm   
Franke Institute for the Humanities, Semi-
nar Rm, 1100 East 57th St. , JRL S-118, 
Chicago  https://www.facebook.com/
events/1430466757167662/

Asian Pacific Islander Coming Out Group 
Open to lesbian, gay, biseuxal, transgen-
der, questioning and queer APIs. Adop-
tees, hapas and multiracial folks welcome. 

Free. Light snacks. chicagoi2i@yahoo.
com.  6:00pm - 7:30pm   Asian Human 
Services  4753 N. Broadway 7th Floor

Tuesday, Dec. 3
Subject to Change Guest artists from a 

variety of disciplines and guest DJs join 
resident DJs Panakin Skywalker, Josie 
Bush, Butch Sassidy the Come Dance 
Kid in monthly 18+ queer dance party at 
Township. Benefits groups serving queer 
Chicagoans.  9:00pm   Township  2200 N. 
California Ave.,  https://www.facebook.
com/groups/subjecttochangechi/

Wed., Dec. 4
BTQ Book Group Gerber/Hart Library and 

Archives book group will discuss Sexual 
Fluidity by Lisa Diamond. Is love “blind” 
when it comes to gender? For women, it 
just might be.   7:30pm   Deluxe Diner  
6349 N Clark St.,  http://www.gerberhart.
org

Dollar Drink Night Join Spin every Wednes-
day for $1 Cocktails, featuring LBD Premi-
um Vodka, Wine, Miler Lite & Coors Light 
Drafts and Well Cocktails.  9:00pm   Spin 
Nightclub  800 W Belmont Ave

Thursday, Dec. 5
Antisemitism and Homophobia in Nazi 

Germany: Commonalities and Differ-
ences. Many think that Nazis targeted 
Jews and gay people equally, similarly but 
the motivations, extent, and goals of the 
respective persecutions were quite dif-
ferent, and noted Holocaust scholar and 
Northwestern University faculty member, 
Dr. Peter Hayes, will show that these dif-
ferences highlight the roles that Adolf 
Hitler’s ideology and Heinrich Himmler’s 
idiosyncrasies played in the Third Reich. 
Reservations required; reservations@
ilhmec.org.   6:00pm - 8:00pm,  http://
ilhmec.org

Gerber/Hart Library and Archives Commu-
nity Reception and Meeting Including 
tours of the archive and library spaces, 
welcome the new Gerber/Hart Board, 
Q&A.  7:00pm   Gerber Hart Library and 
Archives  5315 N Clark St.,  http://www.
gerberhart.org

Friday, Dec. 6
12th Annual World of Chocolate Chocolate 

lovers are invited to satisfy their sweet 
tooth and commemorate World AIDS Day 
at World of Chocolate, AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago’s 12th annual winter soi-
ree.  6:00pm - 11:00pm, Union Station,  
http://afc.aidschicago.org

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus, 2013 Holiday 
show, Making Spirits Bright Bringing to 
a close its 30th Anniversary Season, CGMC 
reprises 10 of its most popular holiday 
moments, along with 10 new songs, PLUS 
10 pieces created for the occasion by Ar-
tistic Director Patrick Sinozich.   8:00pm   
Harris Theater for Music and Dance  205 E 
Randolph St.

Saturday, Dec. 7
Constitutional Law as it Applies to Trans-

gender Prisoners Owen Daniel-McCarter. 
Part of Lavender University LGBTQ pro-
grams, a nine-month series of LGBTQ 
educational programs featuring prominent 
scholars known nationally for their in-
novative research and work. Reservations 
online or tickets at door. Questions to 
publisher@windycitymediagroup.com or 
lkarlic@centeronhalsted.org .  11:00am 
- 1:00pm   Center on Halsted,  3656 N 
Halsted  http://www.CenterOnHalsted.org  
Tickets: https://community.centeronhal-
sted.org/lavenderuniversity.

Don We Now.... A Concert by Windy City 
Performing Arts benefiting Vital Bridges. 
The program will be a diverse, classy mix 
of familiar and unfamiliar holiday music 
that is sure to warm your heart for the 
winter season.  5:00pm   Ebenezer Lu-
theran Church  1650 W Foster Ave., Tick-
ets: http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/510039

Sunday, Dec. 8
“The WICkeD Night Before Christmas” 

feature the members of the company of 
WICKED, and net proceeds will benefit 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS and 
Chicago House. $60 donation (includes 2 
drinks). A limited number of VIP tickets 
are available for a $125 donation and in-
clude priority seating as well as a 6:30pm 
pre-show reception with members of the 
company.   8:00pm   The Laugh Factory 
Chicago  3175 N Broadway,  773-248-5200 
ext 303;  Tickets: http://www.chicago-
house.org 

BAND ON THE FUN

Lakeside Pride 
Symphonic Band will 
be featured at the 
13th Annual Dance-
along Nutcracker, 78 e. 
Washington St.
Photo of band member 
by Susan Mattes

Sunday, Dec. 1

Brought to you by the 
combined efforts of

CALENDAR
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Turn to page 26

By ROSS FORMAN 
 
There she was, at famed Fenway Park, along with 
a capacity crowd of 38,447 fans, as the host 
Boston Red Sox defeated the St. Louis Cardinals 
6-1 Oct. 30, marking the first time since 1918 
that the Red Sox clinched the World Series at 
Fenway Park.
 And Christina Kahrl was working her first World 
Series, on site, as MLB (Major League Baseball) 
editor & SweetSpot blog contributor for ESPN.
com.
 Before the first pitch was thrown that eve-
ning, on what proved to be final day of the 2013 
baseball season, former Chicago White Sox play-
er and manager Ozzie Guillen asked Kahrl if she 
was having fun. Kahrl smiled from ear to ear.
 “I told him I was like a kid enjoying a week’s 
worth of Christmases,” she said. “I couldn’t help 

but be enthusiastic over the honor of getting to 
be there [at the World Series].”
 Covering the 2013 Fall Classic was “pretty 
close to perfect,” she said.
 “When I helped found Baseball Prospectus in 
1996, I had no idea that this was where my ca-
reer would take me,” Kahrl said. “Most of my 
responsibilities with ESPN.com are editorial and 
managerial these days, so getting to do my first 
bit of locker-room reportage for the Series after 
Game 5 in St. Louis was a particular thrill. 
 “I was coming back upstairs from a glum Cardi-
nals’ locker room alongside John Perrotto, a for-
mer Baseball Prospectus colleague and longtime 
Pittsburgh sports columnist who I’m especially 
grateful to for his advocacy for my inclusion in 
the Baseball Writers Association of America in 
2008. Giddy as I was, I could not help but thank 
him again for his help in putting me there, in 

that moment, at that game, in the World Series. 
I carry a debt to the men and women whose 
readiness to work with me and vouch for me as 
a professional helped put me there, and their 
everyday brand of courage provides a lesson to 
other employers who are long since overdue to 
get with the program.”
 Kahrl, 46, who lives in Chicago’s Rogers Park 
neighborhood, is trans* and bisexual. She is 
partnered with Charles Mae Wanamaker, and they 
have been together since May 2009.
 Her sexual orientation has never been dis-
cussed with a major league player, which does 
not surprise her.
 “Folks might be surprised by the lack of cu-
riosity among the players, but then again, I’ve 
never run into anything other than professional 
courtesy for what I am: A necessary evil, yet an-
other reporter pestering them as they get ready 
for, or come down from, a day at the office,” she 
said. “Players are busy and have a job to do. We 
talk about baseball, and that’s something we’re 
all interested in. If the day ever comes when one 
of the guys asks, I’m not worried about it; I’m an 
open book, and I figure anyone asking is trying 
to learn, [and] I’d encourage that.”

Turn to page 38

Kahrl reflects on World
Series, joins GLAAD’s
board of directors

Christina kahrl. Photo from kahrl
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“I’d probably say Lenny [Kravitz], only be-
cause, like, the cool, like, artist kind of thing. And 
he’s just rock and roll through and through. That 
is just ... he’s got it goin’ on.”—Josh Hutcherson 
reveals who his gay crush would be out of his 
Hunger Games co-stars. I suppose that leaves 
me free to choose from Liam Hemsworth and 
Sam Claflin, to say nothing of Alan Ritchson. I 
guess I’d have to hold auditions.

Did you know we just celebrated a milestone? 
It was 10 years ago that Massachusetts legal-
ized gay marriage, becoming the first state in 
the union to do so. Since then, the world hasn’t 
come to an end, a plague hasn’t befallen us and 
nary a locust has been spotted—although I sus-
pect the unexpected rise of the House of Kar-
dashian was something not even Nostradamus 
could have predicted.

Same-sex marriage in Massachusetts is also 
in the news for a different reason. This story 
revolves around Frank Schaefer, a pastor at the 
Methodist Church of Iona in South Lebanon 
Township, Pa. Way back in 2007, Schaefer offici-
ated at the ceremony of his son to another man, 
which took place in Massachusetts. This enraged 
some members of his home parish. As it turns 
out, officiating over a same-sex marriage (even 
out of state and not in the church) is against 
church law. Some parishioners brought action 
against their pastor, which led to a church tri-
al—not unlike the Salem Witch Trials. Before the 
ruling, Schaefer was asked by the prosecutor to 
“repent your actions” and to never perform a 
homosexual union again. Schaefer responded, “I 
cannot.” 

Then the punishment was delivered: Schaefer 
was suspended for 30 days and told that if he 
didn’t adhere to church law in the future, he’d be 
permanently defrocked. (I was defrocked once, 
but that’s another story.) Schaefer, who wore 
a rainbow-colored stole on the witness stand, 
stated, “I feel I have to be an advocate—an 
outspoken advocate—for all lesbian, gay, 
transgender and bisexual people.” I suspect we 
haven’t heard the end of this story.

I’ve previously told you about the grim prog-
nosis for Katie Couric’s talk show. Despite a poor 
showing during its inaugural season, ABC re-
newed the show for one reason—to keep Katie 
locked into her two-year contract. The network 
had hoped to transition her into helming The 
View once Barbara Walters retired. There was 
one thing they didn’t consider—Babs doesn’t 
want Katie. Why? Even after she retires, Walters 
will remain an executive producer—which would 
make her Katie’s boss. That was a recipe for di-
saster for everyone (including Katie, who my 
sources say would only take the job if she also 
became a producer—a maneuver Rosie tried). 
With Couric’s options limited, where will she 
go? As ludicrous as this sounds, I’m told she’s 
planning to helm a chat show for Yahoo—which 
shares content with ABC. (Well, that explains 
a lot.) Allegedly, Katie will be part of Yahoo’s 
homepage, so there’s a search engine I’ll never 
use again.

After being wooed by numerous networks, An-
derson Cooper just signed a new contract with 
CNN which locks him in through the 2016 presi-
dential election. In addition to his nightly show, 
AC360, he’ll continue to be a roving reporter 
for the network. The new contract also allows 
him to continue as a contributor to 60 Minutes. 
There was one clause in this new contract that 
sounds like Anderson could very well attempt a 
new daytime talk show for CNN. Could this be 
the hush-hush project he and Kathy Griffin shot 
a pilot for a few months ago? Maybe we’ll find 
out during the dynamic duo’s New Year’s Eve 
special.

And now, it’s time for my favorite feature of 
the year: Billy’s Holiday Gift Giving Sugges-
tions! Each week until the end of the year, I will 
share some of my favorite things which could 
help make someone’s holiday bright (unless they 
are Jewish, in which case “Happy Thanksgiving” 

will suffice). First up is a repeat from last year, 
but certainly appropriate this week. The “2014 
Orthodox Calendar” features sexy priests and 
monks stripping down for your more pious con-
templation. Although gay marriage is against 
the Eastern Orthodox faith, this year’s calendar 
is dedicated to the dream of many gay Orthodox 
people—to get married in their own church (a 
dream I must admit I have—assuming I date 
someone long enough to even show them the 
church). 

The calendar’s captions are as titillating as 
the models—such as this bit of prose for the 
cover: “When Father Aleksandar is lucky enough 
to be able to stay late in bed, he enjoys reading 
the Bible; his mornings are generally hard.” And 
trust me, once you see Father Aleksandar, you’ll 
pray that the Orthodox Church installs confes-

sionals, like their Catholic counterparts. And 
wait until you see Father Aleksandar in Janu-
ary, where he is pictured in intense prayer—on 
his stomach! Proving that the spiritual are also 
savvy, they are charging 16.99 EUR for the regu-
lar calendar, and 29.00 EUR for one of the 100 
limited edition uncensored calendars! You can 
get yours at Orthodox-Calendar.com.

Lastly, we hear that the Peters Twins have bro-
ken up. This would be Elijah and Milo Peters, 
the twins who have been doing gay porn for Bel 
Ami. And we hear it was quelle drama—or how-
ever you’d say it in Bratislavan. The company 
didn’t renew their contract once they discovered 
that one of the twins did a bisexual scene for a 
rival website. At least, that’s the official reason. 
It probably didn’t help that various U.S. law en-
forcement agencies were investigating the site 
because the footage violates most states’ incest 
laws. Bel Ami didn’t need that headache, so the 
Peters peters were deleted tout de suite. 

Since then, Milo has made the most buzz. First 
came reports that he has a girlfriend who also 
“models.” Then up popped an escorting profile 
(which is a no-no while working for Bel Ami) 
where he lists himself as bisexual but offers his 
services to other men with this charming phrase: 
“I’m for every fun.” I bet he is! As for Elijah, we 
hear he has reunited with the rest of his fam-
ily—sans twin. This means that, for the time 
being, my baby Bobby Clark remains the luckiest 
man alive—as you’ll see on BillyMasters.com.

When brothers who play together don’t stay 
together, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. What a diverse column. A little bit of 
everything, to keep your spirits bright. That’s 
what we do at www.BillyMasters.com, the site 
that stuffs more than your stocking. If you’ve 
got a question for me, send it along to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before those crazy Methodists accuse their 
pastor of being in cahoots with Tituba! So, until 
next time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

The Hunger Games’ Sam Claflin may have to 
audtion for Billy. Photo by Murray Close

VIP PARTY & PERFORMANCE 
with company members

Be here as WICKED company members belt out their favorite musical
theatre tunes, and are joined by surprise guests throughout the evening.  

VIP Party from 6-8 and then stick around with the company 
for Sidetrack Musical Monday all night long.

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

/SidetrackBar

M o n d ay  •  d e c e M b e r  2  •  6 - 8 p M
SIDETRACK / WICKED / BROADWAY CARES  

presents

Musical Monday Goes

$20 donation 
for admittance 

& 2 drink tickets

Door prize giveaways 
include: a backstage tour,
tickets to the show and 

show memorabilia!

Silent Auction Items include:
• Chance to be “Green-ified” into

Elphaba’s green make-up by
WICKED’s Make-Up Supervisor

• WICKED 10th Anniversary
Collectors’ Poster

• Original Broadway Poster 
signed by Kristin Chenoweth 

• Music signed by Stephen
Schwartz 

• and other special one-of-a-
kind WICKED items 

Special 
appearance by
Daytime Emmy

Winner and
WICKED’s 

Madame Morrible,
Kim Zimmer

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.admiralx.com
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KAhRL from page 36 

Kahrl is convinced MLB is ready for an openly 
gay active player, as the sport has not seen or 
heard from a gay player since Billy Bean came 
out after retiring in 1999, four years after retir-
ing.
 “We can quibble about how it might be bet-
ter if he was in one market or another, playing 
for one particular leadership team or ownership 
group or another, but in the broad strokes, play-
ers already know there are gay players, and have 
already said they wouldn’t have a problem with 
a gay teammate being out,” Kahrl said. “The real 
challenge is how effective the industry and the 
media respond; I’m more worried about the me-
dia freak-out to follow, but here I believe that 
GLAAD is going to be among those responsible 
for making sure it turns out for the better.”
 Kahrl predicted that, by 2016, an active major 
league will come out, on his own accord—and it 
will be shortly after someone else already came 

out in pro football and hockey, she said.
 Kahrl, days after returning to Chicago from 
the World Series, was among five new members 
elected to the Board of Directors for GLAAD, 
the national LGBT media advocacy organiza-
tion. Joining Kahrl is Vonzell Brown, Thad Flor-
ence, Lana Moore and Anthony Watson. Also on 
Nov. 8, it was announced that Jennifer Finney 
Boylan and Steve Warren were named co-chairs 
of GLAAD’s national board of directors. 
 “Joining GLAAD’s board brings home to me the 
challenges that confront LGBT advocacy across 
the country as we move through and beyond our 
long-awaited victories on marriage,” Kahrl said. 
“Marriage is one social convention, long taken 
for granted by the majority, that we’re finally 
getting extended to the full spread of Ameri-
cans. But with that change also comes more 
general recognition that the issues and chal-
lenges that confront the transgender community 
cannot wait any longer. 
 “Basic elements of trans folks’ safety and free-
dom to enjoy the full benefit of their birthrights 

as human beings can no longer be left on any-
one’s backburner.”
 Kahrl added, “It’s time to help educate folks 
about the fact that trans folks are already in 
the mainstream, and lend some realness to how 
those lives are led instead of letting transgender 
people get too broadly reduced to mischaracter-
izations as either entertainers or criminals. And 
to lend a dose of reality to so many of the issues 
with which we’re confronted, usually by people 
who didn’t notice we’ve been here all along. 
 Kahrl said the GLAAD position came about af-
ter Boylan reached out to her.
 “I gave a lot of thought to how I could recon-
cile this challenge with my other commitments, 
[including to] the Trans Life Center, the LGBT 
Sports Coalition, ONE Northside, and Equality 
Illinois, but the overlaps are additive and posi-
tive,” Kahrl said. “It’s a win-win for me, adap-
tively re-using time that I’m already spending 
on issues I’m already invested in and working 
on.”
 

 Kahrl said her personal goals for GLAAD are 
threefold, starting with helping GLAAD in its 
core mission to lead the conversation in LGBT 
equality across society’s full spectrum, and guar-
antee its ability to pursue that mission. 
 Second, “I’m hoping to help GLAAD’s outreach 
and communications in the sports world, within 
the LGBT Sports Coalition, directly across sports 
media, and across the full spectrum of sports at 
every level where they impact LGBT people,” she 
said. 
 Third, Kahrl wants to help GLAAD on trans-
gender issues as she is one of four transgender 
members of GLAAD’s board.
 Kahrl’s work for GLAAD will entail board over-
sight, fundraising, networking, emailing and 
attending meetings, she said. “In short, it’s a 
natural outgrowth of a lot of what I’m already 
more than willing to do when I’m not working.”
 Visit www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com to 
read the entire article.
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Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             

WE ARE COMMITTED TO 
THE LGBTQI COMMUNITY

• The Effects of Prejudice and Discrimination
• Forming and Maintaining Healthy Relationships
• Trust, Intimacy, Self Confidence, Interpersonal Awareness
• Conflict Resolution
• Issues Related to HIV

www.SankofaPsychology.com
312-344-1081 

333 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 711
30 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1002

Sankofa Psychological Services’ psychologists and therapists 
specialize in providing comprehensive and holistic psychological 

services for members of the LGBTQI community.

Call anytime to have 
questions answered 
or to schedule an 
appointment.

Groups consist of members who meet weekly to explore:

We specialize in Transgender Therapy

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Divorce/Wills/Trusts  • Real Estate Closings

• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning
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We provide transportation to and from 
Midway and O’Hare 24/7

• Vans, SUVs, Limos • We never close
• One-hour advance notice from home or office

ACE LIMOUSINE
CONTACT US.

FOR SAVINGS ON AIRPORT TRANSPORT,

Call us at 773-549-5550 or 
visit www.acelimousine.com

 Mention ad for savings

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Civil Unions

19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Vintage
Chicago
Prints:
$109

Framed! 

2835 N. Sheff ield, Suite 304 | 888.707.HOPE
New-Hope-Recovery.com

Drug or Alcohol 
Problem?

We Offer LGBTQI Specific Treatment Programs

We’ve Got You Covered Since 1967

Remember: “The Bitterness of Poor Quality Remains, 
Long After the Sweetness of Low Price is Forgotten.”

773-384-6300
www.SecondCityConstruction.com

ROOFING
GUTTERS, SOFFIT & FACIA 

• Flat & Shingle Roofs • Tear-Offs

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing • Chimneys • Lintel Repairs • Cement Work • Sidewalks etc.

Free Estimates

We Are Quality Crazy!

A+ RATED

Have questions about how the 
new marriage laws affect you?

Then call Butvilas & Associates PC 
immediately for legal advice.

We concentrate in:

Call now for help with your 
immigration issues.
312-580-1217
butvilas@lawyer.com
401 S. La Salle St., Suite 1600K
Chicago, IL 60605

Butvilas & Associates PC
ATTORNEYS FOR IMMIGRANTS

–Political asylum for LGBT community 
members

–Permanent residence (green cards) 
based on gay marriage

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Serving the LGBT community with a 
FreSh reaL eSTaTe PerSPecTive 

“There are many things that 
distinguish me from other 
brokers—most importantly my 
energy, my responsiveness 
and my knowledge.”

Member of Illinois and National 
Association of Realtors & Illinois LGBT 
Network with expert knowledge of 
Chicago and the Chicagoland area 

Olin Eargle, ABR, SFR
Realtor® / Broker Associate
@properties 
c: 312-771-1328
oeargle@atproperties.com
www.olinsellschicago.com


