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Queer asian/Pis
meet in hawaii

By Carrie Maxwell

More than 140 advocates—including leaders from 
Chicago—attended the National Queer Asian Pacific 
Islander Alliance (NQAPIA) summit July 25-29 in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii. 

The summit focused on comprehensive immigration 
reform in the LGBT and Asian-American, South Asian, 
Southeast Asian and Pacific Islander communities and 
unveiled its “Uncovering Our Stories” campaign which 
will tell the stories of LGBT Asian-American Pacific Is-
landers (AAPIs) who are dealing the immigration sys-
tem.

NQAPIA is, according to its website, “a federation of 
LGBTQ Asian American, South Asian, Southeast Asian 
and Pacific Islander organizations. NQAPIA seeks to 

build the capacity of local LGBT AAPI organizations, 
invigorate grassroots organizing, develop leadership, 
and challenge homophobia, racism, and anti-immigrant 
bias.”

Among the Chicago attendees were NQAPIA board of 
directors members Joy Messinger and I Li Hsiao, Liz 
Thomson and Ryan Viloria of Invisible to Invincible: 
API Pride of Chicago, and Jay Nair and JJ Williams of 
Trikone-Chicago.

Hsiao said that openly gay former NFL player Esera 
Tuaolo and Unite Here Local 5 received the Community 
Catalyst Award from NQAPIA. The Community Catalyst 
Award is given to a person and/or organization for con-
tributions to the LGBT AAPI community.

Messinger explained that she attended the summit 
to increase the visibility of NQAPIA, to be the go-to 

person for NQAPIA member organizations and their 
members, to support NQAPIA staff in working towards 
their organizational mission and vision, and to support 
NQAPIA in building stronger partnerships with Pacific 
Islander and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

Hsiao noted that he attended the summit for net-
working opportunities with other LGBT Asian activists, 
to learn more about the true history of Hawaii, and to 
hone his leadership skills.

Representing API Pride of Chicago, meeting leaders 
from across the country, and learning more about the 
indigenous Hawaiian community and culture were the 
primary reasons why Thomson decided to attended the 
summit.

ain’t that Grand
turn to page 8

MUSIC

steve Grand: 
out gay singer on 
parents, church 
and influences
By aNDrew DaViS

It’s been quite a whirlwind for Steve Grand re-
cently.

The out gay singer, who hails from Chicago-
land, made news around the world for posting 
a video for the country-pop song “All-American 
Boy”—a video that shows Grand falling for a guy 
who turns out to be straight (although the other 
man lets Grand know that things are fine and 
that he understands it was an honest mistake).

In the interim, interesting news items have 
surfaced, from Grand’s parents supposedly plac-
ing him in an “ex-gay” camp (which he clears up 
in this interview) to Grand basically going bank-
rupt to make the video for “Boy.” 

In an email interview with Windy City Times 
(although one that had his manager saying, 
“These responses are quite a bit deeper than 
most of his other interviews”), Grand discussed 
everything from his musical influences to his re-
lationship with his parents.

windy City Times: as a singer/songwriter, 
who are some of your influences?

Steve Grand: Most of the artists I grew up 
listening to were the ones my dad liked—John 
Lennon, Billy Joel, Elton John, Neil Young, Car-
ole King and James Taylor. I was also very influ-
enced by the artists I listened to in high school; 
Taking Back Sunday, Brand New and Green Day 

turn to page 34
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FLOWER POWER
Jim Edminster has penned his most 
recent Fairy Gardener column.
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By liSa KeeN
KeeN NewS SerViCe
 
“The lay of the land is getting a bit complicat-
ed,” said James Esseks, director of the ACLU’s 
National LGBT and AIDS Project. Esseks, who was 
one of the attorneys involved in pressing the 
case of Edith Windsor—the case that ultimately 
struck down the core provision of DOMA June 
26—was assessing the deluge of litigation that 
has ensued in the one month since the U.S. Su-
preme Court issued that ruling and the ruling 
that let stand a federal district court ruling that 
California’s Proposition 8 was unconstitutional.

“It’s hard to keep count.”
In the past month, at least a dozen new law-

suits have been launched all over the country as 
a result of the Supreme Court decisions. Some 
seek to end bans like Proposition 8 in other 
states. Others seek to secure for specific couples 
in specific circumstances the benefits of mar-
riage that DOMA once barred. 

Rulings in other lawsuits—those filed before 
the DOMA decision—have advanced the reach 
of marriage equality in numerous places in the 
past month. 

And, with relatively little publicity, the law-
yers hired by House Republican leaders to de-
fend DOMA indicated that, because of the Su-
preme Court’s ruling in U.S. v. Windsor, “the 
House has determined…that it will no longer 
defend that statute.”

These are all important developments, col-
oring in the lines that the Supreme Court has 
drawn with its rulings, and many are happening 
in states where civil rights for LGBT people al-
most never advance in a positive direction.

The ACLU and its affiliates have active cases 
underway in Pennsylvania and North Carolina. 
They also have a case with the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights filed in New Mexico.

Jon Davidson, legal director for the Lambda 
Legal group, has litigation pending in New Jer-
sey and Nevada, the latter of which is already 
at the federal appeals level. Lambda also has 
a case in Arizona seeking to preserve health 
coverage for the same-sex domestic partners of 
state employees.

And Lambda and the ACLU each have sepa-
rate cases pending (and now consolidated) in 
Illinois, lawsuits filed before DOMA was struck 
down. They have announced a joint lawsuit to 
be filed soon in Virginia.

In addition to these, Davidson says he knows 
of lawsuits filed by attorneys working alone 
in Arkansas, Hawaii, Louisiana, Michigan, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas and Utah. And news re-
ports have identified an additional private law-
suit in Kentucky.

Two of the big newsmakers during the past 
month have involved cases in two of the bigger 
states—Ohio and Pennsylvania.

In Cincinnati, U.S. District Court Judge Timo-
thy Black ruled July 19 that Ohio, which has a 
state constitutional amendment banning recog-
nition of marriages between same-sex partners, 
must recognize the valid marriage license an 
Ohio gay couple obtained this month in Mary-
land.

In Obergefell v. Kasich, Judge Black, an ap-
pointee of President Obama, said there was “in-
sufficient evidence of a legitimate state interest 
to justify this singling out of same sex married 
couples given the severe and irreparable harm 
it imposes.”

The case of John Arthur and James Obergefell 
garnered considerable attention from the na-
tional media, in part because the couple had to 
rent a charter airplane to transport the men to 
Maryland because Arthur is in the late stages of 
a terminal illness. According to the Freedom to 
Marry group, the men, who have been together 
for 20 years, were married on July 11 on the tar-
mac at a Baltimore airport and then flew back to 

Ohio. They filed their lawsuit July 19 and Judge 
Black granted their motion for a temporary re-
straining order against Ohio July 22.

“Throughout Ohio’s history,” wrote Judge 
Black. “Ohio law has been clear: a marriage sol-
emnized outside of Ohio is valid in Ohio if it is 
valid where solemnized. ... How then can Ohio, 
especially given the historical status of Ohio law, 
single out same sex marriges as ones it will not 
recognize? The short answer is that Ohio cannot 
… at least not under the circumstances here.”

Some judicial and political figures came to a 
similar conclusion in Pennsylvania.

There, in Montgomery County, the register of 
wills, Bruce Hanes, said he and other county of-
ficials had studied the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
the U.S. v. Windsor DOMA case and determined 
it required them to issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. The county began issuing li-
censes to same-sex couples July 24 and, as of 
this week, a local news blog reports the county 
has issued 26 such licenses thus far. 

On the Rachel Maddow Show on MSNBC July 
24, Hanes said his conclusion was prompted 
when two women contacted his office following 
the DOMA ruling to ask whether they might be 
able to obtain a license. In studying the matter, 
he said, the county officials felt that the state 
constitution’s guarantees of equality and non-
discrimination trumped the state Definition of 
Marriage Act.

“I swore to uphold the constitution of the 
commonwealth,” said Hanes. 

Even before this happened, the ACLU had filed 
a lawsuit in the federal district court of the state 
capital July 9, seeking to overturn the state ban 
on allowing same-sex couples to marry. And 
Pennsylvania Attorney General Kathleen Kane 
startled some when she responded by saying, “I 
cannot ethically defend the constitutionality of 
Pennsylvania’s version of DOMA where I believe 
it to be wholly unconstitutional.”

And on July 29, a federal judge in a Pennsylva-
nia district court ruled that the Supreme Court’s 
decision in the Windsor DOMA case requires a 
private employer of the late Sarah Ellyn Farley to 
pay death benefits to her spouse Jennifer Tobits 
under the federal ERISA plan. NCLR represented 
Tobits in the lawsuit filed in March 2012, two 
years after Farley died of cancer and four years 
after the women married in Canada.

Another important case resolved last month 
by the Windsor DOMA decision was Golinski v. 
U.S. A Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals panel 
issued a four-page order July 23, stating that 
the parties to the case agree that the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the DOMA case, striking the 
law as unconstitutional, means DOMA no lon-
ger stands in the way of allowing an employee 
of the federal circuit, Karen Golinski, to obtain 
health coverage for her same-sex spouse. Golin-
ski had been represented by Lambda Legal.

Not every DOMA-related marriage lawsuit has 
Lambda, the ACLU, or any of the other big LGBT 
advocacy groups behind it. And not every one is 
meeting with success.

Domenico Nuckols of Galveston filed his own 
lawsuit in federal court in Galveston, Texas, July 
2, seeking to overturn that state’s ban on mar-
riage for same-sex couples. But two weeks later, 
a federal judge dismissed the lawsuit at Nuckols’ 
request. Nuckols, who is an engineer, was at-
tempting to represent himself in court. He told 
the Dallas Voice that he hasn’t tried to marry in 
Texas and has no plans to do so. He said LGBT 
legal activists had persuaded him to drop his 
litigation.

But legal challenges are underway in other 
southern states. With the consent this month 
of the North Carolina Attorney General Roy Coo-
per, the ACLU has amended an existing lawsuit, 

new lawsuits mark
post-doMa era

turn to page 7

“Men never commit evil so fully and joy-
fully as when they do it from religious 
convictions.” Blaise Pascal (19 June 
1623–19 August 1662).
 We are all acutely aware of the great 
evil done in the name of God. Ev-
ery day the media report killings and 
other atrocities committed in the name 
of religion. Even when we can attri-
bute many of these evil deeds to evil 
leaders who cynically and hypocriti-
cally preach hatred and violence in the 
name of their faith in order to achieve 
power and wealth, there remains the 
philosophical ‘fact’ that there is some 
dynamic in religion that creates and fo-
ments evil. 
 Paul Tillich (Aug. 20, 1886–Oct. 22, 
1965), the great German philosopher-
theologian, proposed that IDOLATRY is 
the source of the evils perpetrated by 
religion. He argues that we chronically 

anxious humans fear the profound am-
biguity at the heart of our existence. We 
try to overcome this fear by imposing 
clarity and certainty upon that which is 
essentially mysterious. Because we lack 
‘the courage to be,’ that is, the cour-
age to engage the mystery of being, to 
live our lives fully with all the profound 
risks that such a commitment involves, 
we take refuge in rationalization and 
false certitude to justify ourselves and 
our behavior, to make ourselves feel 
comfortable and secure—frequently 
causing, thereby, great injury to the 
well-being of others. 
 How do you recognize when a reli-
gious tradition has made an IDOL of 
what it believes? The answer is very 
simple: it kills people—spiritually, 
emotionally, intellectually, and physi-
cally.
 Catholics make an idol of their church 
when they confuse the institution with 
the divine will, when they declare that 
their church alone possesses the truth, 
that there can be no salvation outside 
of its jurisdiction (extra ecclesiam 

nulla salus). Protestants make an idol 
of Jesus when they preach that faith 
in Jesus is the only way to God (sola 
fides) and of the scriptures when they 
declare them to be the sole source (sola 
scriptura) of revelation. Jews make an 
idol of the Torah when they claim that 
it gives them the divine right to cer-
tain pieces of real estate. Muslims make 
an idol of the Koran when they claim 
that it gives them the divine right to 
impose Islam on all non-believers; and 
they make a fetish of Mohammed when 
they kill people they judge to have dis-
honored him. 
 Stalin and Mao made an idol out of 
Marxist dialectic when they claimed 
that history required them to destroy 
private property and kill millions of 
peasants in the name of progress. And, 
Hitler made an idol of racial folk-blood 
when he made ‘Aryans’ masters of all 

other human beings, 
judges entitled to de-
cide who lives and who 
dies, killing Jews, gyp-
sies, Poles, homosexu-
als, communists, and 
many other groups who 
did not fit into their 
pure blood race of su-
permen. 
 The Latin ‘religio,’ 
from which we receive 
our English word reli-
gion, means ‘to bind 
oneself’ to a discipline 
or ‘to connect oneself’ 
to the divine. The Latin 
‘religio’ bears kinship 
to the Sanskrit root 
verb that gives us our 

English word ‘yoga’ which means to 
join oneself or yoke oneself to a set of 
practices spiritual as well as physical. 
For me this etymological excursion re-
veals the true meaning and nature of 
religion. 
 The rituals, symbols, teachings, and 
practices (morals and mores) of a reli-
gion are the means by which we strive 
to make ourselves ‘awake’ to the pres-
ence of God in all the aspects of our 
lives. Religion should be the matrix and 
means for participating in the life of 
God. As such, the purpose of religion 
is not to dissolve the mystery of life 
but to enable the practitioner to enter 
more deeply into that mystery. This en-
gagement of the mystery at the heart of 
our being does not destroy our ‘anxiety.’ 
On the contrary, the proper practice of 
religion enables us to respond con-
structively to our fear; it enables us to 
respond creatively to the ambiguity of 
life.  
 Religion should help us to act com-
passionately toward all our fellow crea-
tures—including ourselves. 

Nick Patricca is professor emeritus at loyola University Chicago, president of 
Chicago Network and playwright emeritus at Victory Gardens Theater.

open to thinking
By NiCK PaTriCCa 

the evil of religion  

“Religion should be the 
matrix and means for 
participating in the life of 
God. As such, the purpose of 
religion is not to dissolve the 
mystery of life but to enable 
the practitioner to enter more 
deeply into that mystery.”
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By Carrie Maxwell 

Although Target made several changes to its 
corporate political contributions policy, they 
recently gave $50,000 to the Republican Gov-
ernors Association (RGA), and those funds have 
been used anti-gay candidates such as Virginia’s 
Ken Cuccunelli. 

The RGA‘s primary mission is, according to its 
website, “to help elect Republicans to governor-
ships throughout the nation, but we are also 
dedicated to providing our governors with the 
resources to help them govern effectively.”

During the 2010 election cycle Target came 
under fire for a $150,000 donation to Minnesota 
Forward, a pro-business group who had ties to 
anti-LGBT Minnesota GOP gubernatorial candi-
date Tom Emmer. This sparked off protests and 
calls for Target to re-evaluate its political dona-
tion practices.

Other anti-LGBT Republican gubernatorial can-
didates running for re-election in 2014 are Chris 
Christie (N.J.), Rick Scott (Fla.), John Kasich 
(Ohio) and Scott Walker (Wis.). These candidates 
have all benefitted from RGA’s multi-million dol-
lar funding efforts over the years. Target also 
gave $50,000 to the Democratic Governors As-
sociation during the same time period (since the 
beginning of 2013).

In an email statement to Windy City Times, 
Target Manager of Communications Molly Snyder 
said, “Target’s commitment to the LGBT commu-
nity is long-standing and unwavering. We also 
believe strongly in our civic responsibility to 
engage in a bipartisan manner at the state and 
federal level in order to learn about public policy 
priorities and advocate on issues that affect our 
business, such as e-fairness legislation. One of 
the ways we do this is through membership in 
both the Democratic and Republican Governors 
Associations, both of which include several hun-
dred other corporate members. 

“When paying for our memberships, we explic-
itly require that our dues not be used for any 
individual electoral campaigns or other election-
eering efforts. It would therefore be wrong and 
inaccurate to associate our membership dues 
with any particular political candidate or cam-
paign.” Snyder also noted that the $50,000 do-
nation is an annual membership and the entire 
amount is a membership fee.

HRC’s Corporate Equality Index for 2013 states 
that Target got a 100-percent score; however, 

during the 2012 election cycle Target chose not 
to speak out against the same-sex marriage ban 
amendment that was put before voters. (Voters 
struck down that amendment and in May of this 
year the Minnesota legislature passed a same-
sex marriage bill Democratic Gov. Mark Dayton 
signed into law.) Conversely, Minnesota-based 
companies such as Thomson Reuters, Carlson 
Companies and General Mills chose to speak out 
against the bill. 

Target has a history of donating to anti-LGBT 
candidates and organizations over the years 
through its TargetCitizens Political Forum PAC. 
According to the Open Secrets website, as late 
as the 2012 election cycle the TargetCitizens Po-
litical Forum PAC gave money to a number of 
anti-LGBT members of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate. 

Those Congressmen include Sens. John Bar-

rasso (Wyo.), Saxby Chambliss (Ga.), Bob Cork-
er (Tenn.), John Cornyn (Texas), Orrin Hatch 
(Utah) and Jerry Moran (Kan.) as well as Reps. 
Spencer Bachus (Ala.), John Boehner (Ohio), 
Erik Paulsen (Minn.), Peter Roskam (Ill.) and 
Aaron Schock (Ill.). HRC has given each of these 
representatives a score of 15 percent or less out 
of 100 percent for the 112th Congressional cycle 
(the last cycle on record).

study shows extent 
of anti-trans 
bias in military
 A new report (“Still Serving in Silence: Trans-
gender Service Members and Veterans in the 
National Transgender Discrimination Survey”) 
shows the extent of discrimination transgender 
people face in the military, according to a press 
release. 
 Among the key findings are that veterans were 
more likely to have lost a job due to anti-trans-
gender bias (36 percent) and/or to have not 
been hired for a job due to bias (53 percent) 
than non-veterans, and that some veterans de-
scribed difficulty obtaining corrected military 
records to reflect their gender identity, causing 
problems in obtaining health care and in receiv-
ing retirement and disability payments.
 A digital version of the study is at http://
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/up-
loads/Harrison-Quintana-Herman-LGBTQ-Policy-
Journal-2013.pdf.

Quigley among 
those addressing 
blood ban
 U.S. Reps. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) and Barbara 
Lee (D-Calif.) as well as U.S. Sens. Tammy Bald-
win (D-Wis.), Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) and Eliza-
beth Warren (D-Mass.) jointly sent a letter to 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius requesting 
information on the ongoing efforts by HHS to 
re-evaluate blood donation criteria for men who 
have sex with men (MSM), according to a press 
release. MSM are currently deferred from donat-
ing blood for life while other high-risk donors 
are not.
 In part, the letter reads, “Our current policies 
turn away healthy, willing donors, even when 
we face serious blood shortages. Further, the 
existing lifetime ban continues to perpetuate 
inaccurate stereotypes against gay and bisexual 
men, and fosters an atmosphere that promotes 
discrimination and discourages individuals 

from seeking HIV testing and treatment servic-
es.” 
 A copy of the letter is at http://quigley.house.
gov/images/stories/8.2.13_-_Bicameral_MSM_
Blood_Ban_2013.pdf.

Un launches global
lGBt campaign
 The United Nations has officially launched a 
public education campaign designed to increase 
support for LGBT rights around the world, the 
Washington Blade reported. 
 The year-long “Free & Equal” campaign—which 
the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights unveiled during a press confer-
ence in Cape Town, South Africa—aims to raise 
awareness of anti-LGBT violence and discrimina-
tion and encourage what it describes as “greater 
respect for the rights of LGBT people.” 
 Archbishop Desmond Tutu and gay South Afri-
can Constitutional Court Justice Edwin Cameron, 
who lives with HIV, joined U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay at the Cape 
Town press conference.

outserve-sldn 
situation results in 
new lGBt
military group

Servicemembers, Partners, and Allies for Re-
spect and Tolerance for All (SPARTA) has an-
nounced its launch, just weeks after the al-
leged forced resignation of Allyson Robinson at 
OutServe-SLDN that precipitated the group’s re-
ported impending dissolution, according to the 
New Civil Rights Movement.

Describing the organization as “a group of 
LGBT people and allies who are currently serving 
or have served in the military, and our families,” 
SPARTA says in a statement its is “a membership 
organization built by, for, and with members 
from all parts of our community.”

It is not yet known if Robinson, the transgen-
der former executive director of OutServe-SLDN, 
will have a role in SPARTA.

Robinson officially resigned July 12, according 
to Bilerico.com. Board co-chair Josh Seefried 
launched an effort to force Robinson’s resigna-
tion; however, both Seefried and Robinson end-
ed up leaving the organization. After outrage 
by community leaders, funders and the group’s 
membership, the entire board of the organiza-
tion will reportedly be dissolved and re-formed.

SPARTA is at www.SpartaPride.org as well as 
on Facebook and Twitter.

target continues
donation practices

a nationwide “Boycott Target” movement 
took place in 2010 in response to what were 
perceived as ant-gay actions by the company.
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Fisher-Borne v. Smith—one that seeks the right 
for co-parent adoption— to now seek the right 
for same-sex couples to marry. And the ACLU and 
Lambda announced this month they would file a 
joint lawsuit in Virginia. 

Meanwhile, a gay couple in Norfolk, Va., filed 
their own lawsuit in federal district court July 
18, challenging the state’s ban on issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. In Bostic v. 
McDonnell, Timothy Bostic and Tony London, 
who have been together for 23 years, say the 
state ban violates their rights to equal protec-
tion.

And three gay couples filed a lawsuit in an Ar-

kansas federal court July 15 seeking to overturn 
that state’s ban on allowing same-sex couples to 
marry. The lawsuit is Jernigan v. Crane and the 
judge initially assigned the case, Leon Holmes, 
recused himself, saying he has close, long-
standing personal and professional relationships 
with the leaders who campaigned for the ban.

 In Kentucky, a gay male couple that has been 
together for 31 years and was married in 2004 
filed a lawsuit July 26 in the federal district 
court for Louisville. In Bourke v. Beshear, Grego-

ry Bourke and Michael Deleon and their two chil-
dren are suing Democratic Governor Steve Bes-
hear, seeking to require the state to recognize 
marriage licenses issued to same-sex couples in 
other jurisdictions.

The lawsuit, filed with private counsel, is a 
narrow one. It does not seek to strike down 
Kentucky’s constitutional ban on allowing same-
sex couples to marry. It only seeks to require 
the state recognize marriage licenses same-sex 
couples obtain in other states or jurisdictions. 
Attorney Dawn Elliott, who, along with attorney 
Shannon Fauver, is representing the couple, said 
the legal team feels “it would be easier for the 
court to rule on this specific issue and we feel 
that we would get a more favorable ruling if the 
suit was specific couples, rather than trying to 
challenge the Kentucky amendment.”

“We are planning on filing another lawsuit to 
address the as yet to be performed same-sex 
marriages,” said Elliott.

In a web video interview with Louisville’s Cou-
rier-Journal, Bourke explained that the couple, 
who married in Canada, decided to file the law-
suit because both men are Kentucky natives who 
love “where we live.” 

“So, when the Supreme Court rulings came 
out,” said Deleon, “that was probably the most 
hopeful day we’ve had in our 31 years that some 
day we might actually achieve marriage equal-
ity.”

During the interview, the Courier reporter 
noted that they were facing “obviously a tough 
legal road here in Kentucky” and asked why they 
would put their family, including their two ad-
opted teen children, through the such tough 
“scrutiny.”

“Well, we would gladly not do it if someone 
else was doing it instead,” said Deleon. But, he 
added, “we felt like this is just something we 
needed to do” and “…the fact that we do have 
children, we can actually cite how we have been 
harmed and disadvantaged….”

©Copyright 2013 by Keen News Service. all 
rights reserved.

lambda legal head Jon Davidson.

doMa from page 4

By Carrie Maxwell

Judge C. Darnell Jones II  of the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania ruled July 29 that Jennifer Tobits is 
entitled to death benefits administered by 
her deceased wife Sarah Ellyn Farley’s profit-
sharing plan. In his ruling, Jones ordered that 
Farley’s employer, Philadelphia-based law firm 
Cozen O’Connor P.C., pay Tobits the $41,000 
in death benefits. 

Jones’ decision used the recent United 
States v. Windsor Supreme Court ruling that 
struck down a portion of the Defense of Mar-
riage Act to award the benefits to Tobits. 
“Following the [Supreme] Court’s ruling, the 
term ‘spouse’ is no longer unconstitutionally 
restricted to members of the opposite sex, but 
now rightfully includes those same-sex spous-
es in otherwise valid marriages,” said Jones 
in his ruling. 

Farley was a partner at the Cozen O’Connor 
P.C. law offices in Chicago. She died in 2010 
at the age of 37 after a four year battle with a 
rare and aggressive form of cancer.

“I am overjoyed that the court has said my 
marriage to Ellyn deserves the same respect 
as everyone else’s,” said Tobits in a release. 
“Nothing can ever replace Ellyn, but it’s a 
great tribute to her that the courts have re-
jected these challenges to our marriage and 
recognized our commitment to each other and 
the life we built together.”

The case arose when Farley’s parents, Da-
vid and Joan, challenged the legality of their 

daughter’s marriage to Tobits. Farley’s parents 
argued that they should receive their daugh-
ter’s death benefits because they were the 
surviving family members. They were repre-
sented by the Thomas More Society, an anti-
gay legal organization based in Chicago. 

Cozen O’Connor P.C. argued that DOMA pre-
vented them from awarding the death benefits 
to Tobits and filed an action in the federal 
district court to determine who should receive 
the death benefits, Tobits or Farley’s parents.

“We are pleased with the court’s decision 
and intend to pay the money as soon as pos-
sible,” said Lisa Haas, chief marketing officer 
of Cozen O’Connor P.C., told Windy City Times.

National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) 
Legal Director Shannon Minter, who is rep-
resenting Tobits, said in a statement, “This 
decision is not only a victory for Jennifer and 
Ellyn, it is a victory for every married same-
sex couple in the country. No longer can em-
ployers hide behind DOMA to deny equal ben-
efits to some employees solely because their 
spouse is a person of the same sex.”

Christopher Stoll, senior staff attorney for 
the NCLR, explained that due to this ruling 
employers will be required to treat same-sex 
spouses equally and he hopes that the deci-
sion will cause employers to take proactive 
steps to make sure that they are treating their 
employee’s same-sex spouses fairly.

When reached for comment, representatives 
from the Thomas More Society did not respond 
to queries about the outcome of the case.

Federal judges rules
in favor of lesbian widow
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Viloria said that meeting other LGBT API lead-
ers to compare notes and exchange strategies 
was the main reason why he attended the sum-
mit.

NQAPIA’s willingness to help Trikone-Chicago 
find a fiscal sponsor for its first major fundraiser 
earlier this year was the key reason why Nair 
decided to attend the summit.

Williams shared that it was important for 
Trikone-Chicago to attend the summit so they 
would have a seat at the table as NQAPIA dis-
cussed and created strategies surrounding issues 
that affect AAPI communities.

“For me, the summit was a space of learning 
and growing,” said Messinger. 

“Telling your own story so it’s accurate and 
resolving conflicts in a better fashion were 
some of the things I learned at the summit,” 
said Hsiao. “I also learned that Hawaiians never 
signed any document to be a part of the United 
States.”

Thomson noted that she learned more about 
the history of the colonization of Hawaii. “One 
of the words I kept on hearing and reading 
about during this time was the need for self-
determination. This is similar to the transgender 
community and the reproductive justice commu-
nity—control over one’s body,” said Thomson.

“This was my first time attending a major 
Asian-South Asian LGBT centric conference and 
it was truly inspirational to see all the work be-
ing done by NQAPIA and all grassroots API or-
ganizations across the continental United States 
to expand civil rights for a minority population 
within the minority,” said Nair. “The workshops 
and presentation were well above my expecta-
tion. It was very professional (even in a casual 
setting), educational and provided insight into 
the enormous amount of work that is still ahead. 
The summit provided one of the best opportuni-
ties to network and establish new inter-organi-
zational relationships.”

“All of my experiences could be described as 
being inspirational. motivating, and empow-
ering,” said Williams. “Having the privilege of 
being surrounded by many of our nation’s most 
vibrant leaders in the LGBT AAPI community was 
enough. Their insight into certain issues and 
their perceptive knowledge and experience in 
dealing with some really tough issues such as 
immigration reform, HIV/AIDS prevention and 
testing within the AAPI community, sensitivity 
towards transgender and gender non-conforming 
communities, and the colonization of the Pacific 

Islander/native Hawaii population cultivated 
much new knowledge for myself as well as for all 
involved at the summit.” 

Some of the takeaways that the Chicago at-
tendees got from the summit include: under-
standing the issues important to all the mem-
bers of the LGBT Asian-American, South Asian, 
Southeast Asian and Pacific Islander communi-
ties; the need for activists to keep in mind the 
bigger picture since many social justice causes 
such as HIV/AIDS, immigration reform and the 
needs of minorities intersect; every organiza-
tion needs to be more inclusive of minority sub-
groups within the larger LGBT AAPI community; 
and issues surrounding comprehensive immigra-
tion reform and how organizations such as NQA-
PIA can leverage their influence in Washington 
D.C.

“A group can always be more inclusive, and 
the NQAPIA summit made me think more about 
the Pacific Islander community and how it is to 
live in Hawaii,” said Thomson. “I look forward 
to discussing how NQAPIA can be more inclusive 
and continue the relationship with some of the 
folks there.”

“The struggles of the Asian Pacific Islander 
population has a stake in today’s issues, wheth-
er it’s racial/sexual/gender equality, eliminat-
ing transphobia, improving our neighborhoods, 
and HIV/AIDS education. We’re often underrep-
resented when it comes to these issues, and, 
worse yet, Chicago has a shortage of groups and 
forums where these concerns can be addressed,” 
said Viloria. “It’s reassuring to see groups from 
around the nation with similar concerns com-
ing together under the NQAPIA umbrella. i2i 
serves Chicago as a community group that can 
help address the issues that concern the queer 
API community, and also act as a resource where 
queer API can socialize in a safe, supportive 
space, so that no one is alone.”

“HIV data shows that the AAPI community 
as a whole has the highest rate of increase of 
new HIV infections in the United States,” said 
Williams. “I am taking it upon myself to ensure 
that Trikone-Chicago hits this issue head on to 
try to make a difference within the communities 
that we serve. I look forward to working with 
my members and reaching out to other organi-
zations within Chicago in order to combat nega-
tive stigmas about testing and safe sex practice 
within the AAPI community.”

See www.nqapia.org, www.facebook.com/
i2iAPIPride, www.trikonechicago.org and www.
muslimalliance.org for more information.

From left: liz Thomson, Joy Messinger, esera Tuaolo, ryan Viloria and i li Hsiao. Photo from 
Hsiao
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By MaTT SiMoNeTTe

Following a call by Equality Illinois last week 
for Chicago to drop its sister city status with 
Moscow, the Chair of the Moscow Committee of 
Chicago Sister Cities International released a 
statement July 31 saying that it would be wrong 
to end the relationship.

“As Chair of the Moscow Committee of Chicago 
Sister Cities International, I share my deepest 
concerns with those around the world that have 
shed light on the discriminatory policies of the 
Russian government toward its LGBT citizens,” 
said Committee Chair Aleksandra Efimova. “…
As a person who has lived her life in both the 
United States and Russia, I firmly believe the 
best way I can effect change on this situation is 
to continue to keep relations open between Chi-
cago and Moscow. I feel that ending the sister 
city relationship with Moscow will only further 
hurt the LGBT citizens of our sister city by iso-
lating them from places like our own city of Chi-
cago that embrace their rights as individuals.”

She added that, “with an open dialogue and 
connection with Moscow, we are able to bring to 
them that which has made Chicago so great—
respect for all its citizens and tolerance for di-
versity.”

In an editorial in mid-July, Windy City Times 
called for Chicago to suspend the relationship. 
Chicago Sister Cities International is now part of 
World Business Chicago; its honorary chairman is 
President Barack Obama. The honorary chairman 
of Chicago Sister Cities is Mayor Rahm Emanuel, 

who is also the chairman of World Business Chi-
cago. Chicago Sister Cities did not respond to a 
request for clarification about any specific strat-
egies or timelines by press time.

The Equality Illinois statement called for two 
additional steps in registering protest: suspend-
ing business relationships with the Russian Fed-
eration and cancelling cultural and recreational 
travel to it.

“Among countries with homophobic laws, Rus-
sia is unique in that it is a permanent member 
of the UN Security Council and wants to be a 
player on the European and world stages, yet it 
fails to provide basic human rights for millions 
of its citizens and visitors. More than being per-
secuted and harassed, people in Russia are also 
being violently attacked for their advocacy. This 
cannot go unanswered,” said Equality Illinois 
CEO Bernard Cherkasov.

Gay bars in Chicago and numerous cities 
around the world have banned Stolichnaya vod-
ka, a signature Russian import. This past week 
the Latvian LGBT rights group MOZAIKA urged 
for the boycott to stop.

“All Stolichnaya vodka for worldwide export 
is produced in Russia,” said Kaspars Zalitis of 
MOZAIKA in a statement Aug. 1.  Stolichnaya 
is produced by the Latvian company Latvijas 
Balzams and production takes place in Riga, the 
capital of Latvia. …The company employs over 
600 people in Latvia and our much-weakened 
economy will suffer if the boycott continues.”

Queer Nation responded to the release by say-
ing that SPI, Stolichnaya’s corporate owners, 

had long extolled the product’s Russian roots 
until just before the call for boycott.

“More importantly, though the company claims 
to be friend to our community, it was silent as 
the Russian government considered this horrific 
law, and it said nothing after the law was enact-
ed. Stolichnaya only spoke up after the boycott 
was announced. Friends do not keep silent when 
those they claim to value are under attack,” said 
Queer Nation’s statement.

 

lawmakers send
letter to Kerry urging
olympic vigilance
By MaTT SiMoNeTTe

A group of 83 lawmakers, led by U.S. Rep. Jer-
rold Nadler, D-N.Y., last week sent Secretary of 
State John Kerry a letter seeking assurances 
about the safety of LGBT athletes at the 2014 
Winter Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia.

The letter follows conflicting reports about 
whether the athletes would be subject to the 
harsh anti-LGBT legislation enacted in June. The 
International Olympic Committee in July said 
that it had received assurances that they would 
not, but offered no specifics. Russian Sports 
Minister Vitaly Mutko said July 31 that that was 
incorrect.

“No one is forbidding an athlete with non-
traditional sexual orientation from coming to 
Sochi, but if he goes onto the street and starts 
propagandizing it, then of course he will be held 
accountable,” Mutko told R-Sport.

A day later, however, Igor Ananskikh, deputy 
chairman of the State Duma’s Physical Culture, 
Sport and Youth Policy Committee, told Interfax 
that, “We need to be as polite and tolerant as 
possible. That is why a decision has been made 
not to raise this issue during the Olympics.”

Nadler’s Aug. 2 letter inquired as to “what 

diplomatic measures the State Department is 
planning to take to ensure that American LGBT 
athletes, staff and spectators, and their sup-
porters, are not arrested, detained or otherwise 
penalized during the Sochi Games. …In light of 
the importance of U.S. leadership on LGBT is-
sues, and the quickly-approaching Sochi Games, 
we urge the State Department to determine the 
appropriate course of action to assure the safety 
and well being of LGBT and LGBT— supporting 
individuals involved in or attending the 2014 
Sochi Olympics and Paralympics.”

Chicago sister
Cities won’t suspend
Moscow relationship

50th anniv. of d.C.
march aug. 28

The 50th anniversary of the “March on 
Washington” will take place Aug. 28 in 
Washington, D.C.

Marchers will begin assembling at 8 a.m. 
at 600 New Jersey Ave., according to the 
event’s website. The Civil Rights Museum 
on Wheels and citizens who were at the 
original 1963 March on Washington will 
lead.

The website also states that “as this is 
also a ‘March for Jobs and Justice’, our first 
rally point will take place at the United 
States Department of Labor, which is lo-
cated at 200 Constitution Ave.”

The previous day, there will be a civil-
rights conference entitled “Marching For-
ward by Looking Back.”

The 1963 march attracted more than 
200,000 people and culminated in Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech that called for racial equality and 
justice.

See http://50thanniversarymarchonwash
ington.com.
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Chicago summer travel on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays to 29 cities.

Book your 
tickets today!

Sweet Summer Deals

follow us 

http://www.alexianbrothershousing.org
http://www.megabus.com
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A deAler you cAn count on.
4320 West 95th st. 

1.800.new.toyota •1.800.639.8696
Hours: Mon. - THurs. 9AM-9PM, Fri. 9AM-6PM, sAT. 9AM-5PM

oaklawntoyota.com
Toyota Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new Toyota vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet or a livery or taxi vehicle. see participating dealer for complete plan details. Valid only in the continental united states and Alaska. All offers valid with approved credit to qualified customers through Toyota 
Financial services and include all rebates and customer cash offers. Exclude tax, title, license, and $164 documentation fee. +rebates and customer cash provided by Toyota Motor sales. <Finance offer available for up to 60 months on 2013 Corolla, 2013 Camry and 2013 Prius with credit approval. 0% financing for up to 60 months at $17.10 due monthly per $1,000 financed. 
0% financing for up to 36 months at $28.22 due monthly per $1,000 financed. 0.9% financing for up to 60 months at $17.48 due monthly per $1,000 financed. ̂ Lease offer for 36 months valid for 12,000 miles/year with $2,599 due at signing and includes tax, title, license, and documentation fee and $0 security deposit. *Finance offer available for up to 60 months on 
select certified pre-owned vehicles with credit approval. 1.9% financing for up to 60 months at $17.92 due monthly per $1,000 financed. †MPG listed based on EPA estimates and will vary depending vehicle make, model and maintenance. Dealer will not honor any pricing errors in this advertisement. Please see dealer for complete details. offers end 8/31/13.

Ronnie Colosimo’s Oak Lawn TOyOTa

0% APR FinAncing FoR 60 mo.* AvAilAble on 9 models!

NEW 2013 toyota

CAMRY LE GaS
Stock #82833

0% aPR FoR 60 MoNtHS<

$20,300+

NEW 2013 toyota

PRIUS SEDaN

51MPG† GaS SavER

0%
aPR FoR 60MoNtHS*

Dave Capelle Manager
Capelle@oaklawntoyota.Com

“42 years in 
business where 

our tenured 
sales force 

makes all the 
difference!”

Dave Capelle
EELL VV

At Oak Lawn Toyota,  
you’ll always have the freedom to choose the vehicle you want, and get the great deal you deserve!

Drive the Car youDrive the Car you
aSK aBoUt yoUR

FRee $50
gAs cARd

WItH EvERy 
tESt DRIvE!

*FRoM DEaLERSHIP

NEW 2013 toyota

RAv4 LE
Stock #94123

PER MoNtH<
$209+

LEaSE FoR

NEW 2013 toyota

COROllA LE
Stock #61383

$16,235+

0% aPR FoR 60 MoNtHS<
oR aND

http://www.oaklawntoyota.com
http://www.womenfest.org
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By KaTe SoSiN

Chicago’s archbishop has drawn a line in the 
sand for immigrant rights groups supporting 
equal marriage in Illinois.

Cardinal Francis George is defending the 
church’s decision to pull funding from the Illi-
nois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
(ICIRR), after the coalition announced support 
for equal marriage. The controversy has ensnared 
local politicians. 

In May, ICIRR announced support for equal 
marriage amid a push to pass same-sex marriage 
legislation in Illinois.

“While we recognize that there are differences 
of opinion within immigrant and faith-based 
communities regarding same-sex marriages, in-
cluding among our members, the majority of our 
members—and therefore our organization—be-

lieve that a full respect for our state’s and our 
nation’s diversity demands that we not discrimi-
nate based on whom we love, and that we call 
upon an end to such discrimination in our local, 
state, and federal laws,” the organization said 
at the time.

That statement prompted the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development (CCHD) to yank 
funding from the coalition.

“Donors to the CCHD give to this anti-poverty 
organization with the understanding that their 
money will be passed on to organizations that 
respect the teachings of the Catholic faith,” 
George said, in a statement published on the 
archdiocese website July 29. “Organizations 
that apply for funds do so agreeing to this con-
dition.” 

But a handful of Catholic politicians are urging 
George not to strip the funds. Two letters—one 

from gubernatorial hopeful Bill Daley and an-
other from a group of Chicago lawmakers—call 
on George to reconsider the decision.

In a strongly worded letter to George and 
CCHD, Chicago City Clerk Susana Mendoza; Alds. 
Joe Moreno, Danny Solis, Patrick O’Connor and 
James Cappleman; and Cook County Commis-
sioners Larry Suffredin and John Fritchey, say 
that the funding stoppage “is not worthy of the 
Church we know, love and respect.”

“Our faith teaches that we all have a duty to 
care for the least among us,” the letter, pro-
vided to Windy City Times by Moreno’s office, 
reads. “The action threatened by the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development seems at best 
inconsistent with Church teaching; at worst it 
seems cruel.”

The letter further accuses the church of using 
immigrants and immigrant advocates as “pawns 
in a political battle about an issues that entirely 
unrelated to the care and welfare of those who 
seek refuge in our country.”

Another letter from Bill Daley to George ob-
tained by Windy City Times expresses support 
for marriage equality and argues that the church 
can maintain its own views on marriage while 
others can support equal marriage.

“But my view on marriage equality and those 
of immigrant aid groups who have similar views 
really are irrelevant to our collective duty to 

help those who are less fortunate,” Daley wrote 
in his July 11 letter. “As a Catholic, I have al-
ways been proud of my church’s commitment to 
social justice … . But for the church to turn its 
back on its long-standing work with groups that 
aid the poor over a completely unrelated issue is 
an injustice, plain and simple.” 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has been an out-
spoken opponent of same-sex marriage.

Responding to the letter from multiple offi-
cials, George called it “intellectually and mor-
ally dishonest to use the witness of the Church’s 
concern for the poor as an excuse to attack the 
Church’s teaching on the nature of marriage.”

“Because the signers of the letters are Catho-
lic, they know that in a few years, like each of 
us, they will stand before this same Christ to 
give an account of their stewardship,” the state-
ment reads. “Jesus is merciful, but he is not stu-
pid; he knows the difference between right and 
wrong. Manipulating both immigrants and the 
Church for political advantage is wrong.

ICIRR did not respond to a request to com-
ment.

Pro-equal marriage
immigration groups
lose funding

By MaTTHew C. ClarK
 

On July 10, Barney Lonzo, 57, was arrested 
and charged for battery and a hate crime 
against a fellow O’Hare Airport employee.

According to the arrest report, on June 
23 Lonzo, who lives on the 4900 block of 
Hirsch Street, allegedly struck and shoved 
his openly gay, male co-worker against a 
locker while calling him “faggot,” “sissy” 
and “bitch.”

The report states that Lonzo allegedly 
struck the victim three times with an open 
hand, causing the victim to fall back in his 
chair and for his hat to fly off of his head.

Formal felony charges filed with the Cir-
cuit Court of Cook County state that af-
ter shoving his coworker into the locker, 
Lonzo allegedly threatened to kill the man.

According to court documents, Bail was 
set at $100,000.

Under Illinois law, Lonzo could face be-
tween one and three years in a state peni-
tentiary, and/or an up to $25,000 fine for 
a Class 4 felony.

The Chicago Department of Aviation 
(CDA), which employs Lonzo and the al-
leged victim, said in a statement to Windy 
City Times that it was aware of the arrest, 
and had referred the matter to the Diver-
sity and Equal Employment Opportunity 
Division of the Chicago Department of Hu-
man Resources.

“As this is an ongoing police investiga-
tion, the CDA has no further comment,” 
the statement read.

Lonzo’s attorney did not return Windy 
City Times’ request for a comment.

According to the Cook County state’s at-
torney’s office, which is prosecuting the 
case, Lonzo’s next court date is Aug. 19.

o’hare 
employee 
charged
in anti-gay 
hate crime

Toronto is set to welcome the world and play host to all things fabulous. 
Be here, in one of the world’s must-see destinations*, for an extravagant 

and memorable Pride celebration of global proportions!

Book your flight and stay at 
www.SeeTorontoNow.com today.

* 2013 Condé Nast Traveler ranking

http://www.seetorontonow.com


By KaTe SoSiN  

Last March city officials named smoking among 
the greatest health risks facing LGBT Chicago-
ans. Now, the city is taking aim at cigarettes 
that experts say disproportionately impact LGBT 
youth.

The Chicago Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) and the mayor’s office have announced 
new efforts to cut down on the use of menthol 
cigarettes among youth in the city.

The announcement comes in the wake of call 
for input on proposed menthol regulation put 
out by the Food and Drug Administration.

The city will be holding town hall forums on 
menthol cigarettes and launching a new ad cam-
paign against them, according to a press release 
from the mayor’s office.

According to Brian Richardson, a spokesperson 
for CDPH, LGBT youth are hard-hit by tobacco 
use, and menthol is the primary culprit. Among 
LGBT youth smokers, 71 percent are smoking 
menthol cigarettes, Richardson said.

Menthol cigarettes tend to appeal to first-time 
smokers because the minty flavor covers up the 
tobacco taste, and their cooling sensation can 
dull the harshness of smoke.

“Menthol makes the poison go down easier,” 
said Phoenix Matthews, Ph.D., using a common 
phrase among tobacco researchers. Matthews is 
a behavioral psychologist and an associate pro-
fessor at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Matthews notes that studies have shown men-
thol cigarettes to be more addictive than regular 
cigarettes.

LGBT people are two to three times more likely 
to smoke than heterosexuals, said Mathews. Fur-
ther, a stunning 75 percent of people with HIV 

smoke, Matthews said.
Menthol use is also high among people of col-

or, with 80 percent of African American adults 
who smoke using menthol and 60-70 percent of 
Latino adults doing so, said Matthews.

But despite the addictiveness and appeal to 
youth, government bodies have been slow to act 
on menthol, said Matthews.

In 2009, a new federal law banned the sale 
of candy-flavored cigarettes, but menthol was 
exempted from the bill amid outcry from anti-
smoking activists. Matthews said that govern-
ment entities, under pressure from the tobacco 
industry, tend to shy away from pursuing men-
thol use reduction.

That makes CDPH’s new campaign unusual and 
significant, Matthews said.

Boston-based LGBT Health clinic The Fenway 
Institute agrees that the move is significant. 
That organization’s Network for LGBT Health 
program sent CDPH an official endorsement of 
efforts to cut down on menthol use.

“The Network applauds the dedication of the 
City of Chicago and Mayor Emanuel to the health 

of all communities, as especially the communi-
ties most affected by menthol use,” wrote Dr. 
Scout, director of the program.

Richardson said that at least one of the men-
thol town hall meetings will focus specifically on 
LGBT people. The dates of those meetings have 
yet to be announced.
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CdPh taking on
menthol cigarettes

Phoenix Matthews. Photo by Kate Sosin

 Pride At Work has launched in Chicago, get-
ting together as a coalition of LGBTQ mem-
bers in labor and allies to build power in and 
out of the workplace. It held its third meeting 
July 30 at the Chicago Teachers Union.

As the national Pride At Work states on 
their website, www.prideatwork.org, the 
group “is a nonprofit organization and an 
officially recognized constituency group of 
the AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor & 
Congress of Industrial Organizations). We or-
ganize mutual support between the organized 
Labor Movement and the LGBT Community for 
social  and economic justice. In addition to 
national Pride at Work, more than 20 Chapters 
organize at the state and local level around 
the country.”

At the July 30 meeting, more than a dozen 
people discussed next steps for the group, 
and they heard presentations about efforts to 
pass a marriage equality bill in Illinois, in-

cluding the Oct. 22 March on Springfield.
There have been Pride At Work members and 

outreach in Chicago in past years, including 
through the Chicagoland Pride At Work group, 
but this is a new group.

Started in November 2000, Chicagoland 
PAW applied for a chapter charter in June 
2001, according to founder Mel Ferrand. The 
founding members represented a broad spec-
trum of LGBTQ labor from the United Brother-
hood of Carpenters (UBC), AFSCME, American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT), AFM and the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW). The chapter continued through 2004 
when it disbanded. The chapter met regularly 
in that time and one month received a bomb 
threat via telephone. The police responded 
immediately and no suspects were ever iden-
tified.

For information on Pride At Work Chicago, 
email michaelharrington@ctulocal1.com.

Pride at work.

Photo by
Tracy Baim

Pride at Work launches in Chicago

Tickets as low as $5!  On Sale Now!
Visit the Ballpark Stadium or profastpitch.com 

AUGUST 22-24 

27 Jennie Finch Way, Rosemont, IL 60018

http://www.profastpitch.com
http://www.lightingbyfox.com
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By KaTe SoSiN

A once-prominent AIDS activist and a former 
state rep are facing federal fraud charges in on-
going controversies related to the alleged mis-
use of charity funds.

Lloyd Kelly, founder of the now-defunct AIDS 
organization Let’s Talk, Let’s Test Foundation 
(LTLTF), and former 34th Dist. Rep. Connie How-
ard are named in separate federal cases pending 
in the Central District Court of Illinois.

Kelly formerly worked as an aid to Howard.
According to a spokesperson for the Central 

District Court, Howard faces frauds and swindles 
charges dating back to 2003-2007. Kelly faces 
two counts of mail fraud dating back to January 
2007 for an alleged scheme to defraud the Il-
linois Department of Public Health (IDPH).

Kelly has been facing allegations of wrongdo-
ing during his time at LTLTF.

Windy City Times reported in 2009 that IDPH 
was seeking reimbursement for LTLTF grant funds 
that Kelly allegedly mismanaged. Kelly denied 
any wrongdoing at the time. He could not be 
reached for comment.

Sabrina Miller, a spokesperson for IDPH, 
said the department did pursue repayment of 
$523,546 from Kelly for two mismanaged grants. 

“They weren’t able to recover any of those 
funds,” said Miller.

WCT also previously reported that the grants 
had been allocated through the African-Ameri-
can HIV/AIDS Response Fund, a legislative ini-
tiative aimed at fighting HIV in the Black com-

munity. Kelly, formerly an unpaid aid to Howard, 
helped conceive of the fund with Howard in 
2007.

The Chicago Sun-Times reported that Howard 
pled guilty to draining $28,000 from money she 
raised through a separate charity golf outing be-
tween 2003-2008. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, federal 
prosecutors allege that Kelly spent more than 
$217,000 in AIDS grant money on a house, foot-
ball game and on interns who worked for a pub-
lic official. 

Kelly was arrested May 20. He was released on 
bond and is due for trial Oct. 1.

aids activist,
former rep facing
fraud charges

lloyd Kelly. Photo by andrew Davis

new study to 
weigh transgender
military inclusion
By KaTe SoSiN

New research funded in part by a Chicago 
foundation will determine if and how trans-
gender service members could serve openly in 
the U.S. military.

The Palm Center, which conducted years of 
research leading up to the repeal of the mili-
tary’s ban on openly gay and lesbian service 
members, has announced 11 studies on mili-
tary readiness and transgender service. The 
multi-year research is funded in part by the 
Tawani Foundation, a Chicago-based funder 
dedicated to military history and awareness. 
Wells Fargo is also a funder.

The 2011 repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” 
allowed gay and lesbian members to serve 
openly, but transgender people largely remain 
barred for myriad reasons.

“Unlike the ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ law, how-
ever, regulations governing transgender ser-
vice are not written in statute,”the Palm Cen-
ter pointed out in a statement. “As a result, 
the Obama administration could unilaterally 
modify them via executive action.”

The new research will be conducted by 16 
scholars. It will examine military dress codes 
and trans medical needs, among other things.

Project Director Indra Lusero said in a 
statement that militaries around the world 
are amending their policies on trans inclu-
sion and that Palm Center has already been 
researching the impact of inclusion in other 
countries like Canada, Britain and Australia.

“This academic research will inform an 
important public conversation by providing 
facts and evidence about transgender mili-
tary service and gender expression in armed 
forces,” said Lusero in the statement.

The studies will also look at trans inclusion 
in police and fire departments.

aug. 8 forum looks 
at stop-and-frisk 
practices

Affinity and the ACLU are hosting a com-
munity forum on stop-and-frisk practices at 
the Arts Incubator, 301 E. Garfield Blvd., on 
Thursday, Aug. 8, at 6 p.m.

The event is happening in the wake of na-
tional and global LGBT organizations joining 
New York City groups in urging local lawmak-

ers to defend historic legislation banning po-
lice profiling against a veto by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg.

Stop and frisk is a practice in which police 
can stop, question and frisk any individual 
whom they think is suspicious. The goals of 
the meeting are to present background infor-
mation on stop-and-frisk and ACLU’s current 
research on Chicago police conduct; to gather 
community perspectives and experiences; and 
to discuss potential solutions.

See www.aclu-il.org and www.affinity95.
org. 

analysis of 
supreme Court 
marriage
decisions aug. 22
 “What the Supreme Court Rulings on DOMA 
and Prop 8 Mean for You” is the subject of a 
free event at the Center on Halsted Thurs-
day. Aug. 22, 3656 N. Halsted St. The event 
is presented by James E. Elvord, first vice 
president-financial advisor with RBC Wealth 
Management and co-sponsored by Windy City 
Times and Center on Halsted.
 The main speaker for the program will be 
Bill Ringham, vice president-senior wealth 
strategist for RBC Wealth Management. The 
law firm of Clark Hill PLC in Chicago will also 
present at the program, represented by Ray 
Koenig and Leslie Gutierrez, who are both at-
torneys at the firm.    
 There is a reception with wine and cheese 
at 5:30 p.m., followed at 6:15 with the pre-
sentation and at 7:15 there will be a Q&A.
 RSVP to James E. Elvord at 312-559-1738 or 
james.elvord@rbc.com.

teachers’ forum/
protest art aug. 8 
at Keith house
 On Thursday, Aug. 8, at 6 p.m., a bullied 
teachers’ forum and protest art exhibit will be 
held at The Keith House, 1900 S. Prairie Ave.
 The work of art, “DYING TO TEACH,” will be 
unveiled at the event. It is a collaborative 
project made by concerned parents in dedica-
tion to bullied teachers, living and dead.
 The event is free. Reserve at http://www.
eventbrite.com/event/7448391339; the 
film’s website is at http://www.marythorson-
docfilm.com. Also, see www.keithhousechi-
cago.com.
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By SUSie NeilSoN

At least 10 of the old friends meet in one of the 
back rooms at 10:30 a.m. every Tuesday. 

Yet at 10:29 on May 15, David Taylor, 55, 
and Bob* (some men chose not to be named in 
full), 83, were the only ones there. Next to walk 
through the door was Keith, a 65-year old man 
who immediately snaked his arms around Taylor. 

“So how does your garden grow?” Bob asked 
Keith once he’d settled into chair.

“It’s an everyday endeavor,” Keith replied. 
Over the next 10 minutes, the rest of the men 

shuffled in for their twice-weekly Daytimers sup-
port group meeting at Test Positive Aware Net-
work (TPAN), an HIV/AIDS service organization 
located in Edgewater. Most have known each 
other since their pre-HIV days, when they were 
young gay urbanites taking part in a wave of 
sexual liberation that characterized LGBT culture 
in this country during the 1980s. 

Objectively, the men are lucky to be alive. Be-
sides Bob, who found out he was HIV-positive 
three years ago, the Daytimers rode the “second 
wave” of HIV infection in the early 1990s—just 
in time to be saved by the advent of protease 
inhibitors in 1996.

Twenty years later, their prognoses are less 
promising. They are full of medical terms—like 
Kaposi’s sarcoma, a rare skin cancer, and lipo-
dystrophy, the displacement of fat tissue that’s 
a common companion of some antiretroviral 
drugs and that Keith and Bob share in the form 
of what appears to be a “pot” belly but is actu-

ally lipohypertrophy (added fat in the abdomen 
which can often be disfiguring and even pain-
ful). Myeloma, or bone marrow cancer. Strokes, 
heart attacks and diabetes. All the costly ramifi-
cations of aging, lumped into the side effects of 
a virus that costs sufferers $20,000 of medica-
tions a year just to keep in check.

Terry Lewis, 55, quit his job in 1995 after get-
ting diagnosed with HIV, acute viral toxoplas-
mosis and diabetes. As he struggles to stretch 
his $16,800 disability annuity income over a 
year of rent, groceries and countless medical 
bills, Lewis said he’s not sure which is more dis-
heartening—that he suffers from a potentially 
fatal virus, or that he’s going to survive it.

“I was supposed to die in a year,” he said. 
“Now I’m going to live into old age—I didn’t 
think I would—and that’s terrifying.”

First wave
As of 2010, an estimated 1.1 million people 

live with HIV in the United States, including 
256,259 people over 55 years of age; 650,000 
Americans with an AIDS diagnosis have died.

America discovered it had AIDS in fits and 
starts. In 1968, a 16-year-old boy named Rob-
ert Rayford died in Missouri from a disease no 
doctor could identify. In 1981, the illness was 
first observed clinically when a group of gay men 
displayed a strange clumping of previously rare 
autoimmune deficiencies. In 1982, the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control dropped several names 
in favor of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syn-
drome, or AIDS. 

HIV spread quickly around the world, centered 
mostly in the gay community in the U.S. and 
among heterosexuals in Africa, intravenous drug 
users, and those who received tainted blood 
(through transfusions) or blood products, espe-
cially hemophiliacs. Homophobia helped to fuel 
its spread in the U.S., because authorities were 
slow to react to a disease that often targeted 
people it already discriminated against. 

Keith and Bob recalled their friends engag-
ing in “barebacking,” or sex without a condom, 
and “hanky codes,” which allowed one man to 
identify the sexual preferences of another by 
the color of a handkerchief tucked in his pocket. 
Since so little was initially known about trans-
mission, the community took on its own safer-
sex education campaigns, but there were some 
who wanted to take the risk anyway.

Within a decade 130,000 men had contracted 
the virus. “That was the first wave of infection—
the first paradigm,” Lewis said, and the rest of 
the men nodded.

Lewis recalled getting called out at bars with 
his three best friends, all of whom were short-
er than him. “They called us Dorothy and the 
munchkins,” he said. Now Lewis’ “munchkins” 
are all dead. Keith’s closest friends are, too.

“It was like my own personal Vietnam,” he re-
called.

Before his illness forced him to retire, Keith 
worked as a bartender at several bars in the 

Chicago area and had made his friends within 
the “leather community” that frequented them. 
Though it began with post WWII biker culture 
in the 1940s, the “leather” lifestyle Keith expe-
rienced was a response by gay men against tra-
ditional effeminate stereotypes through hyper-
masculine rituals, from sexual hierarchies based 
off military rankings to bondage, discipline and 
sadomasochism. 

In fact, these men rejected “twinks” and 
“swishes” so vehemently that “if you mentioned 
the word quiche, a Leatherman would stick your 
head in the toilet,” Keith recalled.

The leather community experienced a high 
rate of loss from AIDS. Keith’s five best friends 
succumbed to AIDS in the early 1990s. Diag-
nosed in 1992, he barely made it to second 
wave. Along with his medication-induced belly, 
he has been struggling with fatigue and the af-
tereffects of a simultaneous heart attack and 
stroke he had several years ago.

“Hasn’t it made you a more compassionate 
person?” David asked Keith once he finished.

“No,” Keith said. “I was told by my shrink that 
I wear my heart on my sleeve.”

“I mean, more understanding,” David said. “I 
mean psychologically.”

“Exactly,” Keith said. “Yes, you’re absolutely 
right. That’s what the meds do to you.”

read the entire article online at www.
windyCityMediaGroup.com.

night of the
daytimers: aging
with hiV in edgewater

Terry lewis
(left) and Keith.
Photo from
David Taylor

By MaTT SiMoNeTTe

The numbers facing Illinois Unites for Marriage 
activists at first seem daunting. Two million dol-
lars need to be raised. Four hundred thousand 
phone calls need to be made. Lastly, 71 legisla-
tive votes need to be gathered.

However, officials from the organization, 
speaking at Center on Halsted July 29, outlined 
an ambitious strategy they hope can get SB 10, 
the Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness 
Act, passed sometime during the House’s fall 
veto session. 

Illinois Unites was formed from a coalition of 
many activist organizations. Its current, reorga-
nized initiative came after much reflection fol-
lowing SB 10’s defeat at the end of March, said 
Chairman Jim Bennett.

“Many people did not feel like that they had 
been at the table before, or had skills or resourc-
es that we did not utilize, and we did not want 
to make that same mistake twice,” he added. 
Illinois Unites will focus on building a sustain-
able momentum for activists and supporters, 
and mobilize power from outside the Statehouse 
in order to get the bill passed.

The coalition needs to raise about $2 mil-
lion, though they are working alongside and 
sharing resources with other organizations, 
among them Citizens United, Urban League of 
Chicago, Human Rights Campaign, Equality Illi-
nois, Lambda Legal and The Civil Rights Agenda. 
“We formed a committee of people and asked 
for either $10,000 or $25,000 to get us started. 
…Between those groups, we’ve raised about 

$300,000 in cash and $200,000 in in-kind com-
mitments,” said Bennett.

Illinois Unites will hire 20 field operatives to 
work throughout the state; each will handle two 
targeted legislative districts. A religious direc-
tor has also been hired to reach out to African 
American church communities and  

The coalition’s various teams were put to-
gether over the course of a week, said John 
Kohlhepp, campaign manager. “It just goes to 
show how dedicated people are in winning the 
freedom to marry in Illinois. …We have allies 
in so many different places that we have yet to 
activate.”

Illinois Unites was a significant presence at 
Chicago’s Pride parade this year. They organized 
seven floats and recruited many politicians; nu-
merous parade participants held up their signs, 
according to Kohlhepp. “This was a massive 
show of unity, showing that even one month af-
ter the bill’s failure, we were prepared to show 
the one million people watching the parade that 
this was the commitment of the LGBTQ commu-
nity in Illinois.”

The veto session consists of two three-day 
weeks, one in October, the other in November. 
Kohlhepp said Illinois Unites will try to secure 
71 votes for the legislation. He admitted that 
it would not be easy, but if the bill passes with 
fewer than 71, it would require an amendment 
in order to go into effect before June 1 of next 
year. The amendment would entail floor and 
committee votes in the House, as well as SB 10 
having to be returned to the Senate.

“With 71 votes, there’s no amendment. SB 10 

becomes law thirty days after the governor signs 
the bill and SB10 does not have to back to the 
senate. Seventy-one votes is very, very hard to 
get, but we should be reaching for that goal. We 
should not have to go through three votes to 
get marriage equality in the state of Illinois,” 
said Kohlhepp.

A key talking point will be a Crain’s poll taken 
in May that says about 50 percent of Illinoisans 
support gay marriage; 29 percent oppose it and 
20 percent are undecided, he added. “That’s a 
huge margin of support, and we know that this 
margin exists in many of the districts in which 
we’re going to work.”

Illinois Unites has pinpointed several thou-
sand voters across the state that they think will 
be supporters of the legislation. Kohlhepp es-
timated volunteers and staff will have to hold 
about 400,000 phone calls and conversations.

Oak Park resident Pam Cameron also spoke at 
the forum, describing the activism work that 
she gradually became involved with after her 
son came out to her during his senior year in 
high school. The work was difficult for her, she 

said, because she is naturally introverted, mak-
ing reaching out to people uncomfortable. But 
she views the denial of marriage rights as funda-
mentally unfair.

“I started this because of my son but now, 
also, I do this for all of you,” Cameron said. “Be-
cause everyone is somebody’s son and everyone 
is somebody’s daughter, and everyone deserves 
to be treated with dignity and respect, and to be 
protected under the law.”

Field Director Keron Blair added that there 
would be a number of strategies supporters 
can use to raise awareness and encourage their 
friends and family to get involved, such as fund-
raising gatherings, for which Illinois Unites will 
provide party kits, or town hall meetings. He 
also mentioned the planned March on Springfield 
Oct. 22. He was not subtle about the importance 
of the work being proposed for the community.

“There is something about being able to lo-
cate ourselves in the annals of history,” Blair 
said. “What we are doing, and inviting you to 
do, is answer the call of history.”

lllinois Unites for
Marriage reports on
fall veto session plans

From left: John Kohlhepp, Jim Bennett, Pam Cameron and Keron Blair. Photo by Matt Simonette
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By aNNe leiGHToN

This is a response to Tracy Baim’s column on Mich-
Fest.

I don’t agree with your column. 
So, according to the calculations offered, I am 

an extremist. Erasure of Radicalism. That is what 
your column does for me, it erases Radical Les-
bian Feminism. And what depresses the hell out 
of me is that I know there is no malevolence on 
your part. You are not trying to destroy us, you 
simply accept and further a narrative in which 
we don’t exist. 

Without malevolence you are comfortable call-
ing Festival policy “don’t ask, don’t tell.” You 
begin your column with that. You see the policy 
as not enforced. You are right and so very, very 
wrong. You are correct that MichFest tries not to 
engage in patriarchal practices of enforcement 
as a way of dealing with each other. But you 
haven’t allowed for that possibility, it simply 
doesn’t exist. Erasure. 

MichFest has never been a conservative nor 
liberal institution. It has been and remains a 
Radical one. Radically it recognizes that one size 
does not fit all. Radically it recognizes that dif-
ference matters AND is fluid. Yet space is less 
fluid and MichFest grapples with that daily. 
Chem-free space, womyn of color only space, 
healing spaces of all sorts, kid space, tween 
space, each distinct, each with purpose. And 
each not particularly interested in wasting en-
ergy patrolling boundaries. 

MichFest is a material reality, not a political 
party. Our tents are real. Radically we deal with 
the silliness and difficulty of actual space inhab-
ited by real bodies with complex identities and 
behaviors. So smoke-free seating is not butted 
directly against smoke-ok seating. The middle 
ground is empty of seats, a space for travel. And 
the wind changes direction, nothing is perfect 
or fixed. 

The festival does not “enforce” because it 
expects and encourages all womyn to respect 
themselves, each other, and our various spaces. 
Because we don’t police our boundaries (with 
what, guns and panty checks?), you call the 
policy an “untenable compromise.”

Respect—not a possibility. Erasure. The enact-
ing of Radical Lesbian Feminism? Nah. 

Respect is fostered within the Festival itself, 
e.g., don’t fill up DART or Deaf space close to 
stage if you are able-bodied or hearing. And yes, 
security will remind womyn of the intention of 
that space. Not to police, but to remind all of 
us that our differences exist in real bodies, in 
real spaces. 

In your column, the radicalness of asking each 
and every womyn to “respect the intention” is 
erased. Replaced with the golem of DADT. 

But hey, we don’t exist. Not really. So it makes 
sense to rhetorically compare participants of the 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival to the United 
States Military. It makes sense for the Editor of 
the Midwest’s largest LGBTQ paper to compare 
dykes in the woods creating, sharing, arguing, 
and making love to the United States Military. 
This is the Middle Ground. Down the rabbit hole. 

A rabbit hole where NOT acting like the mili-
tary in policing boundaries gets you compared 
to the world’s deadliest institution. 

That, Tracy, is a real no-win situation. Not be-
cause there aren’t winners but because we don’t 
even exist in the Land of Middle Ground. 

Instead what exists is the reiteration of the 
Indigo Girls’ statement that “womyn have a vari-
ety of self-expression and appearance … as they 
stand in many different places on the spectrum 
from femininity to masculinity.” Because, hey, 
those of us who have spent our lives rejecting 
and attempting to create outside of that spec-
trum, we don’t exist. Or maybe we do. We are the 
un “evolved” ones, stuck in the past, refusing 
to accept our binary present and non-existent 

future. Dang extremists. Daring to imagine while 
dealing with material reality. 

No we don’t really exist. Why should Lisa 
Vogel’s (co-founder and producer of MichFest) 
words matter? 

Lisa Vogel, April 11, 2013 (as printed by Windy 
City Times): “I passionately believe the healing 
in our community will occur when we uncondi-
tionally accept transwomyn as womyn while not 
dismissing or disavowing the lived experience 
and realities of the WBW (womyn-born womyn) 
gender identity.”

But what matters in the Land of Middle Ground 
is that “MichFest … is symbolic of the struggle 
of transgender women to be seen as women.” 

Okay, so in Middle Ground Land, when the big 
bad ugly of MichFest actually says transwomyn 
are womyn, it doesn’t count because MichFest 
is symbolic? And this is the non-academic level 
of discourse? 

Oh wait, wait, wait, don’t tell me, I forgot. We 
don’t actually exist. (You know how it is as you 
age, memory and all.) 

Okay so here we are at Symbolic Station in 
Middle Ground Land. (Do the porta potties 
smell?) At Symbolic Station, real words don’t 
matter. Check. But the policy that you so de-
ride for not being “enforced” is kinda then, you 
know, like, just words … . So words do matter. 
(This middle ground is hard on the brain.) Oh I 
get it now, just like Radical Lesbian Feminists 
camping and peeing in the woods don’t actu-
ally exist, just some words exist or matter. Well 
obviously Lisa’s words, “we unconditionally ac-
cept transwomyn as womyn” doesn’t matter here 

at Symbolic Station. So what’s left from Lisa’s 
statement then, is womyn-born womyn as an 
identity. That’s it. 

And this is where the middle ground and sym-
bol land re-emerge into material reality. Because 
believing, acting and saying that transwomyn 
are womyn does not count when said by some-
one who wants womyn-born womyn space re-
spected. The reality is that MichFest is a space 
for womyn-born womyn, both materially and 
conceptually. That is the problem, that is what 
must end. We can only all be womyn if none of 
us claims the right to gather in our own name. 
We can only all be womyn if none of us claims 
an identity that excludes anyone who wishes 

to claim that same identity. Comfortable doing 
that about any womyn of color, veteran, working 
class or differently-abled gatherings? No? Why 
not? These categories are just as mushy, fluid 
and real. But wait, wait, that’s nor right either. 
It’s OK for boycott petition author Red Durkin 
to organize transgender only gatherings because 
transwomyn exist in Middle Ground Land, radi-
cal lesbian feminists do not. Yet you want me 
to come to Middle Ground, where I don’t exist. 
That is a compromise worthy of Democratic poli-
ticians.  

You conclude by saying that “we have fought 
long and hard to be able to define ‘Our Bodies, 
Ourselves.’” I agree. Where you and I disagree is 
that I see not only fighting but creating. And 
that our creating (and unfortunately fighting) 
needs to continue. The concept, the identity, 

MichFest: a response

By TraCy BaiM

The “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy for the Michigan 
Womyn’s Music Festival 
is an untenable com-
promise on the issue of 
transgender women at 
the annual event. I sup-
port the inclusion of all 
women-identified-women at the festival, held 
every August. I have always opposed the ban on 
transgender women.

I have not been to the Michigan Womyn’s Mu-
sic Festival since 1986, but many of my good 
friends are longtime festival-goers and passion-
ate about sustaining the festival. I also have 
many good friends who are transgender women 
who are outraged by the discrimination of the 
DADT policy—MichFest never actually checks for 
gender, but the policy is clear and is symbolic of 
the struggle of transgender women to be seen 
as women. (The front gate workers have been 
instructed not to police gender.) 

MichFest is among the last women’s music 
festivals left in North America. There were once 
dozens of strong and mighty fests that lasted 
a few days but re-energized lesbians (and oth-
ers) to go back home to face a myriad of social 
pressures.

I have never written personally about Michi-
gan’s “womyn-born-womyn” policy because it is 
such a controversial and no-win situation. There 
are extremists on all sides who talk over and un-
der each other, rarely to one another. And I also 
believe that so many of these issues are genera-
tional, and also debated often on an academic 

level rather than a human level. There have 
been atrocious comments, and even threats of 
violence, and I really can’t expect to speak with 
the most extremist people on this. Rather, I am 
hoping to speak to and with the more movable 
middle. 

I also know that many of the fest’s strongest 

supporters are also very supportive of transgen-
der rights, and many are gender non-conforming 
in their own lives. They would protest for the 
right of the trans community to have trans-only 
spaces. They support transgender inclusion and 
rights, and certainly are just as appalled as the 
rest of the community with the violence, dis-
crimination and harassment of transgender and 
gender non-conforming people.

But based on long-standing societal sexism 
and very real individual experiences of sexual 
violence and harassment, these issues are not 
simple. Yes, we have come a long way from the 
simple definitions of biology and sex, but you 
can’t just theorize away very real experiences 
of women in this sexist and violent world. I 
wish we were all advanced beyond secondary 
sex characteristics that are artificial demarca-
tions, but for many people, those are still very 
real—and their perception on this issue should 

be acknowledged in order to have a purposeful 
debate. [This is not to ignore the fact that trans-
gender women and gay men have also experi-
enced violence based on their gender identity 
and sexuality—and that men are still the vast 
majority of perpetrators in these cases, too.]

For a true understanding of why things are dif-
ferent now than in the 1970s, let’s give some 
historical perspective. When MichFest started, 
the modern lesbian movement was small and 
young and fighting against a massive patriarchy 
and even sexism within the “gay” community. 
There was a very real need to be separate, and 
for some lesbians, there still is. The patriarchy 
and sexism are still very much alive. 

The transgender movement of the 1970s and 
1980s was also very young and small. Many of 
the most visible and vocal members were older 
transgender women who had “passed” as men 
most of their childhoods and years into adult-
hood benefiting from the patriarchy, especially 
in an era of more blatant institutional homopho-
bia and sexism against women in education, the 
military, sports, the work force and even in fam-
ily structures and inheritance. The homophobia 
and sexism some people get thru societal osmo-
sis is not easy to shake off. This did not make 
it right to have a ban on transgender women, it 
just informs us as to the roots of these issues.

Fast forward to the 2000s, when kids as young 
as 5 or 6 are expressing their gender truths and 
receiving hormone blockers prior to puberty. 
Their lives have been significantly different 
than older generations of transgender women 
and men. Their experiences will more closely 

mirror the gender they are fighting to live in. 
While they still will have their own unique his-
tories, they might be a very different genera-
tion of transgender men and women, and gender 
non-conforming youth and adults. This further 
reinforces the point that artificial demarcations 
of who is “really” a woman have always been 
impossible to navigate, and transgender women 
from all backgrounds and experiences should be 
made to feel welcome in women’s spaces.

So for those who seek to keep MichFest as 
“womyn-born-womyn,” the definitions and ex-
periences of transgender women are becoming 
more closely mirrored to those whose gender is 
more in line with society’s perceptions.

As the Indigo Girls put it: “The current in-
tention for the Festival to be for ‘Womyn born 
Womyn’ only grew out of an important necessity 
to honor the idea that womyn have a variety of 
self expression and appearance and they need 
a safe space where their womynhood is not in 
question as they stand in many different places 
on the spectrum from femininity to masculinity. 
This intention has a very important historic ba-
sis and has kept the space safe for many womyn 
over the years. But we strongly feel that the 
time is long overdue for a change of intention, 
to one that states very plainly the inclusion of 
Trans Womyn [sic]. To us, this change of inten-
tion is the only path to a truly ‘safe space’ for 
womyn.”

Let me just say that had MichFest handled 
this better in the 1990s, this likely all would 
have blown over by now. The festival survived 
through huge controversies around race, S&M 
and other issues. Less than 1% of the lesbian 
population in North America has likely ever 
even been to MichFest (at its peak it was still 
less than 10,000 women), and likely that same 
percentage would apply to transgender women 
if the policy had been changed. If the policy 
changes now, I hardly expect much difference, 
especially after the first couple of years. In fact, 

Michigan Fest: 
our Bodies, ourselves

“Just as the experiences of 1970s women were vastly different 
from those of the 1950s, so too are the experiences of women 
today compared to the 1970s. By mostly burying their heads in 
the Michigan sands, they have forced performers and attendees 

to choose sides. As a result, all sides have been hurt.”

“The festival does not ‘enforce’ because it expects and 
encourages all womyn to respect themselves, each other, 

and our various spaces. Because we don’t police our boundaries 
(with what, guns and panty checks?), you call the policy an 

‘untenable compromise.’“

turn to page 17

turn to page 17
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the lived experiences of womyn-born womyn 
contribute to the creative enacting of our bod-
ies, ourselves.

You say that  “ultimately, if we choose to be 
with women of all kinds, regardless of race, abil-
ities, sexual orientation, age, religion and other 
categories, we must understand that trans-
gender women are women, they just got here 
through a different path.” I agree, and that path 
matters. It is not a random line on an abstract 
map. It is a set of relations. Relationships that 
are complicated, fluid, supportive, oppressive, 
rigid, simple. Relationships between real people 
and concrete material institutions. Womyn-born 
womyn in the woods are real. 

This is not about authenticity. Let me repeat 
that. This is not about authenticity. It is about 
diverse womyn, primarily lesbian, saying I desire 
this particular formation of community, this is 
what I want to help create, learn with, be with 
for one week. 

Your compromise asks us to evolve into non-
existence. To gracefully and quietly commit sui-
cide. Like Real Women. (The phrase Like Real 
Women is used here ironically with an added 
dash of bitterness and a large helping of sor-
row. That womyn-born womyn are being asked 
to ‘evolve’ into a colonial patriarchal construct 
of femininity—one that renounces self in favor 
of others. Like Real Women.)

anne leighton is a Chicago lesbian activist.
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By KaTe SoSiN

My life changed eight 
years ago when a friend, 
moving home to Pakistan, 
gifted me their copy of 
Read My Lips: Sexual Sub-
version and the End of 
Gender by Riki Wilchins. 

“I have begun speaking 
simply of gender as a name for that system that 
punishes bodies for how they look, who they 
love, or how they feel—for the size or color or 
shape of their skin,” Wilchins wrote. “I do this 
not to collapse our differences, but to empha-
size our connections.”

It was the first time I truly understood gender 
and the first time I understood why lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer people share 
one acronym.

Gender was a rule set that historically kept 
women from voting, that forced men into sto-
icism, that branded gay people as perverts and 
that placed the bodies of transgender people 
under scrutiny. 

Wilchins’ book was also the first I learned of 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival and the ban on 
transgender women, because Wilchins was in-
strumental in fighting the ban early on.

Over the last several months, Windy City Times 
has highlighted voices on both sides of the 
MichFest debate.

In LGBT media especially, however, we under-
stand that there are times when two sides of a 
debate are not equal. The concept of balanced 
LGBT news is predicated on the belief that being 
LGBT is fine. The voices of vehemently anti-gay 
activists are not usually necessary to our stories, 
nor are they healing for a community historical-
ly under attack. This is the value of Windy City 

Times. It is not just that we tell local LGBT sto-
ries not available elsewhere. It is also that one 
needs not wade through abuse to get the news. 

But the arguments published against trans-
feminine inclusion at MichFest do little to heal, 
enlighten or move the conversation forward.

It is unacceptable and counterintuitive to ar-

gue against the inclusion of transgender women 
in women’s spaces. It is not simply that most 
transgender women intimately understand gen-
der-based discrimination and violence or that 
socialization is far more complex than childhood 
teaching.  As LGBT people, we have raged for 
the right to self-determine and for those identi-
ties to be seen and respected. We know that no 
one has the authority to tell us how our bodies 
should look or behave or tell us who our families 
are. We look past the simple facts of birth and 
societal rules in pursuit of something more com-
plicated, courageous and honest.

Transgender women face hate violence, unem-
ployment, lack of access to medical care, police 
misconduct, housing discrimination, family re-
jection and other forms of bias at astounding 
rates not understood by most of us. 

In this context, the argument that transfemi-
nine people have not lived enough “as female” 
to understand gender-based oppression is sense-
less. It is further unreasonable to assume that 

transgender people, many of whom unknowingly 
betrayed gender rules from infancy, did not ex-
perience the ache of growing up in a society 
that casts you as wrong or less than due to your 
gender. 

What could be useful is a more complicated 
discussion on our myriad identities, the privi-
leges each of us— including trans people of all 
identities— carry. It is helpful to hold all of us 
to better ways of being in community so that 
identity-exclusive spaces are less necessary in 
the future. 

But as long these identity spaces exist, let 
them embrace shared histories of gender-based 
resistance. Let us push our communities to grow 
and affirm, rather than shrivel into old under-
standings of themselves.

Socialization has no end point. I was gendered 
female for much of my early life, but my social-
ization continues today. I am a white masculine 
presenting person. In LGBT spaces, I am con-
stantly bombarded with the message that my 
voice is more valuable than that of many others 
around me—femme people, transgender women, 
people of color, to name just a few. I need to try 
to recognize and fight those messages off.

Gender is a set of rules, not a set of anatomy. 
Any associations we have that link our traumas 
to the bodies of other people, are our own to 
process.  No one’s body is wrong. What is wrong 
is a society that devalues all kinds of women and 
condones violence against them.

We can find common ground without erasing 
our varied experiences and gender identities.

Expanding our communities gives them 
strength and beauty. Alienating our own from 
them only hastens their demise, and for good 
reason. 

Kate Sosin is associate editor of windy City 
Times.

the end of gender or the start of 
community: thoughts on MichFest

“Expanding our communities 
gives them strength and 

beauty. Alienating our own 
from them only hastens their 

demise, and for good reason. “

there have been transgender women at Mich-
Fest for decades—this is really just about the 
policy itself. An unfortunate side effect is that 
some women who are not transgender are actu-
ally perceived as such at MichFest and experi-
ence some social discomfort there. It does us 
no good to view transgender women as separate 
and unequal, or to paint them as sexual preda-
tors; there are predators of all genders, and we 
would do well not to be complacent in believing 
that a “womyn born womyn” fest makes us safer. 

Both sides believe they have legitimate con-
cerns and issues, and unfortunately the Michi-
gan Womyn’s Music Festival has done a bad job 
of evolving and communicating over the past 20 
years on this issue. Just as the experiences of 
1970s women were vastly different from those 
of the 1950s, so too are the experiences of 
women today compared to the 1970s. By mostly 
burying their heads in the Michigan sands, they 
have forced performers and attendees to choose 
sides. As a result, all sides have been hurt.

That hurt has lead to very ugly allegations and 
aggressive behaviors that only further damage 
the discussions. Cooler heads long ago left the 
campground.

It is time for a more clear resolution to this 
issue. Don’t ask, don’t tell did not work for the 
military, and it should not be acceptable for a 
women’s music festival. If a transgender person 
identifies as a woman, they should be allowed 
in. Transgender men should be respectful of 
this, as well. Enjoy the festival, but know that 
everyone is there to enjoy a women’s space. 
Both sides need to understand that our bodies 
do not always reflect our true selves, but that 
some bodies can represent traumatic experience 
for others. It would be great to live in a post–
physical-biological-gender world, but we do not 
live there yet. We can be the change we want 
to see in the world, and MichFest already has 
been this for three decades for women who do 
not conform to society’s gender stereotypes for 
women. This would embrace a larger continuum. 

So here are my suggestions:
1) The MichFest policy changes from a 

“womyn-born womyn/don’t ask, don’t tell” poli-
cy of allowing any woman in, to one of “women-
identified-women.” Trans people who identify 
as men, and want to be seen as men, should 
respect this.

2) We can’t deny reality and trauma associ-
ated with secondary sex characteristics, but we 
can respect one another’s personal experiences 
and traumas.

3) I want to say that I intentionally do not 
use the term cisgender to describe myself or 
others. I do not choose or prefer that word. It 
is a word that came out of academic debates 
on these issues (and it is sometimes used as a 
slur or as a way to dismiss certain voices), and 
a lot of us simply do not want that label. I do 
not call myself homosexual, either, even if it is 
a true description. I think just as I am trying 
to honor the myriad ways that transgender and 
gender non-conforming people are labeling (or 
not labeling) themselves, we should respect that 
lesbians who are not transgender also should be 
able to label ourselves. There are many trans-
gender women who want to be known just as 
women, especially after a few years post-transi-
tion. Let’s honor what we want to call ourselves. 
I am also going to try to better understand and 
accept this cisgender word as something others 
call me, even while we try to work together on 

better self-definitions.
4) We need to commit to learning and evolv-

ing on these issues, and to have patience with 
one another. Some people have clear differences 
of opinion on medical intervention on gender 
issues, while others are on a journey of transi-
tion. We have to learn from one another, and 
respect one another, even when we disagree on 
core values and intentions.

Ultimately, if we choose to be with women 
of all kinds, regardless of race, abilities, sexual 
orientation, age, religion and other categories, 
we must understand that transgender women 
are women, they just got here through a differ-
ent path. My path as a white lesbian in Chicago 
is different than an Asian lesbian’s path from 
Canada, or an African American woman’s path 
from Mississippi, or a Latina lesbian’s path from 
California. We have fought long and hard to be 
able to define “Our Bodies, Ourselves,” to quote 
a famous book title. Our transgender women 
friends have done the same, and we should be 
strong enough as a community to withstand the 
different lived experiences this might bring to 
MichFest.

Tracy Baim is publisher of windy City Times.
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After a few visits to Sidetrack The Video Bar as a customer, Riva J. Casanova was hooked. This would be her bar—and her career.
 “I was so impressed with everything about it,” she said. “The bartenders had such a good, genuine energy. It was all around a wonderful and unique experience 
for myself and my friends who accompanied me. I wanted to be a part of [that] experience.”
 She started working at Sidetrack in 2011, and has been lugging garbage cans filled 
with ice, and more, ever since. She is one of about 15 barbacks at Sidetrack, which 
has seven working on a busy Saturday night.
 And what about the heavy lifting needed for the job, especially when 1,000-plus 
patrons are crammed into the long-standing Lakeview establishment?
 “Have you seen these guns? I’m strong, like bull,” she said, laughing. “It really 
doesn’t faze me much. Over the years, I’ve gotten pretty used to it. I’m smaller, so 
it’s easy for me to squeeze through the crowd. The only time it becomes exhausting 
is over Pride weekend. We go through a lot of ice, so I usually find myself pretty sore 
after that weekend. 
 Casanova is always on the run while on the job, making sure the bartenders have 
everything they need, including fruit, straws, napkins and more. “Making everything 
as easy as possible for the bartenders is important; that way they can focus on their 
customers,” she said. 
 Casanova tagged her Sidetrack world as “family,” and she often is the prankster.
 “I like to hide in tight spots around the bar and scare my co-workers,” she admitted. 
“My manager, Jimmy, always ends up getting the most of it, though. My most memorable funny story, though, would have to be watching Pepe, one of the co-
owners of Sidetrack, chase Jimmy around with a huge squirt-gun. When I say ‘huge,’ it was no ordinary squirt-gun. It could reach 20-feet and sprayed out like a 
pressured hose. Before Pepe left that evening, we gave him a smaller squirt gun to go home and squirt his partner, Arthur, who also is a co-owner of Sidetrack.”
 Casanova didn’t hesitate when asked the best part of her job: her co-workers.
 “The bond I share with each of them is something truly unique and something I feel is rare to find in a job,” she said. “I wake up every day excited for my 
day and excited to see my co-workers. I do feel that relationship reflects on the customers that come into Sidetrack. I feel like they see our bonds, which will 
definitely change the atmosphere of the bar and the customers experience in a positive and uplifting manner.
 “I have the perfect job. Sidetrack has such a positive influence on my life. It has changed me in so many good ways. It isn’t just a job to me, it is a place where 
I feel safe, comfortable and very, very happy. Sidetrack inspires me. The owners and the managers have created an atmosphere that moves me to be greater, 
allows me to be me, and most of all, a place where not only the employees feel welcomed, but each customer who visits, too. I am honored and privileged that 
I was given an opportunity to work at such an amazing bar.”

GAY in the
LIFE

Riva Casanova
TexT By roSS ForMaN

Age
25

Neighborhood
Roscoe Village

Relationship status
Engaged to Nicole Marie

Job
Barback at Sidetrack 

Favorite local restaurants
Rollapalooza in Boystown, Orange in 
Roscoe Village

Favorite TV show
The Simpsons

Favorite drink at a bar
“Ketel neat. When I’m feeling 
adventurous, [Sidetrack bartender] 
Norbert makes a wicked good shot that 
I love called ‘Big Chocolate Banana.’ 
My other favorite is made by co-worker 
Todd and that shot is called ‘Sweet 
Salty Nuts.’”

Four people (living or dead) who 
you’d like to have dinner with
“My great grandfather, Gotfree. I never 
had the pleasure of meeting him, but 
I’ve been told wonderful stories about 
him; [also], Bob Marley, Jack Kerouac 
and Neil Armstrong”

http://www.lambdalegal.org/intothewoods
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enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBT Consumer index 
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print and online media partners who 
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media in the U.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, research 
Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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VIEWPOInTS

Possible political
implications of
the pope’s statement
on gay people
Aboard the papal flight back to the Vatican from 
Brazil, Pope Francis stated, “If someone is gay 
and he searches for the Lord and has good will, 
who am I to judge?” 
 Since then, many people have asked whether 
the statement signals a new openness by the 
Catholic Church toward gays in the priesthood 
and elsewhere. Some in the hierarchy, like Chi-
cago Archbishop Cardinal George, are quick to 
point out that the statement represents no 
change in Catholic doctrine regarding the moral-
ity of sexual activity and only the value of the 
individual. Others, including many gay activists, 
hope the remark indicates a “new tone” for the 
church in its dealings with gays generally. 
 I want to suggest a possible place outside 
the church where this change in tone can have 

substantive implications. It is not regarding 
Catholicteaching about sexuality as such, but 
perhaps in the Church’s lobbying against gays 
seeking the right to civilly marry, as well as 
other rights. Here is what I mean.
 Two arguments the Catholic Church has used 
against gays being allowed to civilly marry are: 
first, that this would somehow demean tradi-
tional marriage generally and, second, that it 
would morally legitimize same-sex sexual be-
havior in society. Both of these arguments have 
been challenged on legal and constitutional 
grounds, and I will not restate those arguments 
here. What instead I will say is, if the Pope is 
sincere in not judging the motives of gay per-
sons, then, with regard to the two strictly reli-
gious claims against civil marriage, the follow-
ing responses can be made.
 With regard to same-sex marriage somehow 
diminishing the civil institution of marriage, 
it can be noted right off that the civil institu-
tion is not the religious institution. This is most 
clearly shown by the fact that the civil institu-
tion is based on a contract society recognizes, 
while the religious institution is sacramental. 
This in itself provides substantial place for the 
two institutions to be understood differently, as 
well as having different purposes. 
 The religious institution could have the pur-
pose of providing for both procreation and the 
rearing of offspring, while the civil institution 
would involve a great many other purposes 
as well (including many that serve those who 
choose not to have children as well as those 

who do) such as guaranteeing equal rights under 
law, and eliminating areas of discrimination in 
the way society treats married and non-married 
(including civilly-union) people, and afford-
ing greater stability to families with children 
because it is only by way of having a legally 
recognized civil marriage that the law provides 
certain benefits and responsibilities. 
 With regard to the second argument, if the 
tone is not to judge the intent of those seek-
ing to civilly marry generally, then in light of 
the multiple benefits and responsibilities that 
legally accompany civil marriage, it doesn’t fol-
low that gays or anyone else seeking a civil mar-
riage are necessarily seeking to civilly marry to 
justify any particular form of sexual activity, as 
opposed to accessing those rights and benefits 
that the law recognizes to accompany civil mar-
riage. And this would also include reducing the 
possibility of discrimination, under law, if both 
same-sex and opposite-sex couples can be clas-
sified under the same legal rubric.
 It is in this regard to arguments frequently 
made against gay rights by Church officials that 
I believe the “new tone” can have a politically 
substantial humanizing effect on the lives of 
gay people notwithstanding traditional Catholic 
doctrine.
 Vincent J. Samar is adjunct professor of 
philosophy at loyola University Chicago and 
oakton Community College, and adjunct pro-
fessor of law at the illinois institute of Tech-
nology, Chicago-Kent College of law. 

VInCEnT
j. SaMaR

renewed 
commitment to an
aids-free future
 
It’s hard to believe we’ve been fighting AIDS 
for more than 30 years. I remember the early 
days; there was no name, let alone test, for HIV. 
Tireless research efforts to diagnose, treat and 
prevent the disease were followed by painful 
periods of diminished hope before reaching our 
current state of optimism. Treatment advances 
that began in the late 1980s and 1990s have led 
to steady improvements in limiting the spread 
and impact of HIV/AIDS.
 However, the battle against this disease is far 
from over: Every nine and a half minutes some-
one in the United States is infected with HIV.(1) 
In Chicago, the HIV-infection prevalence rate is 
nearly three times the national rate, and more 
than 20,000 Chicagoans are currently living with 
HIV infections.(2)
 The good news is that a crucial tool in blunt-
ing the toll of this virus is knowing your status 
and the status of your partner through testing, 
as well as being tested as early and accurately 
as possible. The latest technology advancements 
in diagnostic testing, called HIV combo tests, 
allow physicians to accurately provide results 
within about two weeks of exposure to the virus.
(3) HIV combo tests can detect both antigens 
(the actual HIV virus) and antibodies to the vi-
rus, allowing those who test positive the chance 
to adjust their behavior earlier and begin anti-
retroviral therapy sooner. Imagine making one 
simple choice that could potentially result in 
long-term health benefits to both you and your 
significant other.
 Last year, Abbott and the AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago (AFC) started new conversations—both 
online and offline—to help spark awareness 

about HIV testing and the need for getting the 
right test at the right time. #Need2KnowHIV has 
several tools available for those Chicagoans who 
want to learn more.
 National HIV Testing Day on June 27 presented 
a timely reminder that we cannot become com-
placent—an individual can become infected if 
not properly protected. As we celebrate how 
far we have come with advances in testing and 
treatment, let’s renew our commitment to an 
AIDS-free future by empowering ourselves with 
these tools at our disposal: testing, knowledge, 
and treatment.
 To learn more about HIV testing and the im-
portance of knowing your HIV status, please vis-
it the #Need2Know HIV content at aidschicago.
org/i-need-hiv-testing.
  Dr. Gerald Schochetman is senior director, 

infectious diseases and diagnostic research 
for abbott, which is headquartered in North 
Chicago, ill.

Sources:
 (1) HIV Prevention in the United States: At 
a critical crossroads. U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, August 2009. Web site: 
www.cdc.gov/hiv/resources/reports/pdf/hiv_
prev_us.pdf
 (2) Healthy Chicago STI/HIV Surveillance Re-
port. Chicago Department of Public Health. Fall 
2011. Web site:www.cityofchicago.org/dam/
city/depts/cdph/statistics_and_reports/2011HI
VSTISurveillanceReport120211.pdf
 (3) Marquez, C, Zetola, NM, and Klausner, JD. 
HIV testing: An update. Medical Laboratory Ob-
server. 2008; 40:12-18.
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Finding a team
where i belong—
and fighting aids
along the way
By KeiTH PUlForD

I’m a runner. I’m a marathon runner. I’m a 
marathon runner living with HIV. 
 Several years ago, I found myself emotion-
ally stuck. I knew there was something more 
out there in the world for me, but finding it 
was leaving me feeling empty.  
 So, I began to run. No, I started to walk—
three miles every day on a treadmill. It 
cleared my head and kept me focused.  
 As the time progressed, I found myself 
picking up speed and eventually having the 
courage to run outside with my fellow run-
ners on the Lakeshore Trail. I started running 
five miles, then six, then eight—and then it 
hit me. My stomach was an absolute wreck, 
and I knew exactly what was happening. My 
medications cause severe diarrhea and stom-
ach cramps. There I was, mile seven and it 
happened. Where do I go? What do I do? Am I 
going to be OK? Thank goodness for the bath-
rooms at Buckingham Fountain! I sat there 
in that bathroom crying for all the wrong 

reasons… How did you let this happen? Why 
are you pushing yourself so hard? Why would 
anyone even care?
 Needless to say, I walked out of that pub-
lic bathroom, faced a whole bunch of tour-
ists with tears running down my face and 
knew that it was time to make a change. That 
change came when I found out about the AIDS 
Run/Walk with the AIDS Foundation of Chica-
go (AFC). I signed up for my first 10K race.  I 
joined 500+ runners and I finished in the mid 
100s. Not too bad, but more importantly, I 
saw a crowd of runners wearing matching red 
shirts. I got close enough to one of them to 
see “T2 Team to End AIDS.”  My heart started 
racing and I got goosebumps. Am I ready to 
put myself out there? Nope.
  Pulford is a co-manager for aFC’s Team 
to end aiDS (T2) program, which is still 
accepting registrations for the otherwise 
sold-out lifeTime Chicago Tri on Sunday, 
aug. 25, and the 17th annual Chicago Half 
Marathon on Sunday, Sept. 8. Visit t2ea.
com for more information.
 read the entire column at http://www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Finding-a-
team-where-i-belong-and-fighting-aiDS-
along-the-way/43727.html.
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By SCoTT C. MorGaN

It was easy for out director/choreographer Ser-
gio Trujillo to identify with the 18-year-old her-
oine of the 1983 film Flashdance.
 In the film, Alex Owens (played by Jennifer 
Beals) pines to become a professional ballerina 
despite her lack of classical training. Similarly, 
Trujillo started his dance career at what is con-
sidered to be a very late start at age 19.
 “I’m very close to this show because it parallels 
my story,” Trujillo said in recent telephone inter-
view, adding that he started to dance around the 
time Flashdance was released in cinemas.
 Now to clarify, Trujillo wasn’t like Alex in 
the sense that he didn’t launch a whole 1980s 
fashion craze for legwarmers and torn over-the-
shoulder sweatshirts. Nor for that matter, did 
Trujillo juggle Alex’s exhausting workload of be-
ing a professional welder by day and an exotic 
dancer by night (one of the many implausible 
plot points in the film that was lambasted by 
critics when Flashdance was first released).
 However, Flashdance managed to ride out the 
critical drubbing to have a big cultural, aided in 
large part by the burgeoning popularity of the 
new MTV cable network. Flashdance wowed with 
its Top-40 hit-filled soundtrack that included 
such songs as “Maniac,” “Gloria,” “I Love Rock 
and Roll,” “Manhunt” and the Academy Award-
winning title song “Flashdance—What A Feel-
ing.”
 “The film had an impact on me, and I remem-
ber it vividly,” Trujillo said. “So when they asked 
me if I wanted to direct and choreograph the 

show, I saw it as an opportunity for me to be 
able to create a choreographic vocabulary that 
is really quite wide in range because my train-
ing has been in all of it—I’ve done classical, 
I’ve done jazz, I’ve done modern and I’ve done 
Broadway.”
 Broadway and touring veteran Jillian Mueller 
(“Bye Bye Birdie,” “Memphis”) stars as Alex Ow-
ens in the tour, and she feels that Flashdance 
audiences are in for a choreographic treat be-
cause the stage version “takes what you know 
and love from the movie and gives you more.”
 “There’s more storyline and there’s more plot 
for dancing, which is a big blast,” said Muel-
ler stressing the show’s dance variety. “We have 
women from serious ballet backgrounds and 
guys who are break dancers.”
 “I’m a child of the ’80s, so in terms of dance 
and in terms of movement, that’s how I grew up 
dancing,” Trujillo said. “So it wasn’t a hard one 
for me in going to do research.”
 Flashdance on stage also comes with 16 new 
songs by Robbie Roth and Robert Cray that aug-
ment the recognizable ’80s pop hits. A stage 
version of Flashdance previously toured the U.K. 
and played in London in 2010.
 Trujillo was brought aboard to helm the cur-
rent North American tour of Flashdance, which 
was launched this past January in Pittsburgh 
(where the show is set). Working on Flashdance 
allowed Trujillo to have another crack at both 
directing and choreographing, since Trujillo is 
mostly known just as the choreographer for such 
shows as The Addams Family, Memphis and Jer-
sey Boys.

 Locally at the Royal George Theatre, Trujillo 
previously directed and choreographed the mu-
sical White Noise, a show with Broadway as-
pirations that have now been put indefinitely 
on hold. There is also talk that Flashdance is 
headed to Broadway, though a few previously 
announced opening dates have been postponed.
 Trujillo admitted that he and the Flashdance 
writing and producing team are still working on 
the show on tour. In fact, Trujillo was custom-
izing some of the choreography for Mueller and 
her climactic audition dance in Dallas when she 
replaced Emily Padgett who was the previously 
cast as Alex.

 “Jillian is a real triple threat,” Trujillo said, 
adding that on stage, Flashdance doesn’t have 
the film’s luxury of using body doubles to do the 
more sophisticated choreography. “She’s quite a 
‘turner,’ as I call her, and we were able to do 
more with her turning and spinning and to show 
off her gorgeous legs.” 
 Flashdance is just one of many projects Tru-
jillo is currently working on. He and his former 
Memphis collaborators are developing a show 
called Chasing the Song based upon famed 20th 
century songwriters who work in New York’s Brill 
Building, and he also has a project with the Ar-
gentine creators of the off-Broadway hit De La 
Guarda in the works.
 Despite all of this activity, Trujillo was taken 
off guard when he was chosen by the govern-
ment of Colombia in 2012 as one of the top Co-
lombians in the world. This honor arrived soon 
after Trujillo’s marriage to his longtime partner, 
Broadway actor Jack Noseworthy, in October 
2011.
 “We’ve been together for almost 23 years,” 
Trujillo said. “We’ve always behaved like we’re 
married and we’re happy to be able to stand out 
as a couple who can stand out to proclaim our 
love officially.”
 Even though Flashdance has been spoofed a 
lot recently in commercials (dancing hamsters 
and car salesmen), the film and stage show both 
stress the importance of striving to follow one’s 
artistic dreams. It’s a message that spoke to 
Trujillo in his successful pursuit of a dance and 
theater career.
 Once you find a love for the art for the thing 
that you do, you make sacrifices,” Trujillo said. 
“And you really dig into yourself and ask ques-
tions to pursue that dream.”
 Flashdance—The Musical continues through 
Sunday, aug. 18, at the Cadillac Palace The-
atre, 151 w. randolph St. Performance times 
are 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays (also 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, aug. 11), 2 and 8 p.m. Sat-
urdays and 2 p.m. Sundays (also wed., aug. 
14). Tickets are $18-$85; call 800-775-2000 
or visit www.broadwayinchicago.com.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

windy City Times film critic richard Knight Jr. looks at The Canyons, which stars lindsay lohan (above). See page 32.  
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THEATER REVIEW

Uptown Opera
Playwright: Music & lyrics by Phil Maniaci
at: Genesis ensemble at the 
Preston Bradley auditorium, 
941 w. lawrence ave. 
Tickets: www.genesisuptownopera.bpt.me; 
$15 admission
runs through: aug. 19 

By Mary SHeN BarNiDGe

What better way to establish a theater in a new 
neighborhood than to do a play about that very 
neighborhood? The Genesis Ensemble’s Uptown 
Opera is not only performed in its title’s geo-
graphical designation—specifically, a landmark 
Unitarian temple, named for its founding min-
ister in 1912 and continuing its mission to this 
day—but proposes for its setting the once-fash-
ionable Lawrence/Broadway district. Don’t arrive 
expecting to dance the Charleston at Al Capone’s 
Green Mill Lounge, however—this is Uptown 
during its declining years circa 1957, when it 
became the gateway for immigrants fleeing the 
economically-depressed Appalachian regions.
 This demographic is represented in microcosm 
by construction-worker Carmi Monroe and his 
wife, LulaJean, whose sister Saluda—”Sally” to 
her intimates—leaves their Blue Ridge Mountain 
home to join her kinfolk in their crowded Chi-
cago apartment. Sally quickly finds employment 
at the local grocery store, owned by urban-en-
trepreneur Curtis McAllister, who soon finds him-

self growing fond of his pretty young clerk. Their 
journey is fraught with hardship—a fire destroys 
the store, Carmi’s alcoholism loses him his job 
and ultimately, his life—but, with perseverance 
and prayer, these brave settlers endure.
 Phil Maniaci’s song cycle could be eas-
ily performed as a chamber opera of singing 
heads—dialogue and recitative are almost non-
existent—but the Genesis aesthetic mandates 
a diversity of interpretive tools integrated into 
its presentation. By seating the audience on the 
altar of the church’s sanctuary, the saga of the 
Monroes and McAllisters can be played through-
out the 1,400-seat auditorium—West Virginia is 
represented by a balcony whose rail serves as a 
clothesline, for example, and an alley shooting 
is enacted in one of the aisles—a multiplicity 
of locales still allowing room on the “stage” for 
a country hoe-down at the Arcadia Ballroom 
(Broadway and Montrose) and a “ballet” reveal-
ing Carmi’s deteriorating health.
 The current production is still in need of devel-
opment: Maniaci’s intricate score encompasses a 
variety of musical styles ranging from bluegrass 
and gospel harmonies for the homesick refugees 
to rhythm-and-blues and doo-wop for city-boy 
Curtis, but it sorely lacks the accompaniment of 
a live string-band. The uniformly well-trained 
vocalists, too, sometimes falter under the effort 
of projecting their unmiked voices over their 
hall’s cavelike expanse. A larger budget and a 
smaller venue would be a big step to realizing 
the considerable potential evident in this home-
grown homage to an often-ignored chapter in 
Chicago’s richly textured history. 

THEATER REVIEW

The Beautiful Dark
Playwright: erik Gernand
at: redtwist Theatre, 1044 w. Bryn Mawr ave.
Tickets: 1-773-728-7529; 
www.redtwist.org; $25-$30
runs through: Sept. 1

By JoNaTHaN aBarBaNel

Jacob is brighter than his parents and thinks 
he’s better than they are, taunting them with 
an impressive and abusive vocabulary. Almost 19 
and a gifted writer, he’s a problem kid who at-
tempted suicide at 15 and has been thrown out 
of college. He seethes with hostility, suspicion 
and resentment and exhibits concern only for 
his 13-year-old brother, Charlie.
 Jacob’s parents, at wits’ end, have given him 
lots of ammunition. Tom, a cop, and Nancy, a 
high school principal, divorced over his cheating 
and her drinking, although both seem past those 
problems now. But Jacob bought a gun (legally) 
and was dismissed from college for writing an 
uber-violent play and told a girlfriend his play 
would become reality on his birthday, just weeks 
away. Everyone’s thinking “Virginia Tech.” What 
to do? Tom is prone to violence himself while 
Nancy tries tough love but usually yields to Ja-
cob’s imploring.
 Erik Gernand’s intelligent play explores how 
one’s nearest and dearest react when they rec-
ognize someone they love has entered a terrify-
ing dark place. With virtually every mass killing, 
people add up the warning signs only after the 
fact, and The Beautiful Dark makes one under-
stand how difficult it can be to recognize—and 
deal with—warning signs, especially within a 
nuclear family cocoon.
 This admirable and thoughtful world premiere 
has been directed by Josh Altman, whose work 
I would praise even without a shared school 
tie (Tufts University, go Jumbos!). Altman has 
shaped edgy and committed performances from 
Aaron Kirby and Jacqueline Grandt as Jacob 
and Nancy, around whom the play revolves. One 
doesn’t doubt their intense mother-son relation-
ship for a moment. Jacob Bond has chops as kid 
bro Charlie. Still in high school, he’s a young 
actor to watch. Tommy Lee Johnston as cop/dad 
Tom brings substance to an underwritten role. 
Tiffany Williams and Scott Olson capably com-
plete the cast in plot-driven roles (especially 
Williams with only one scene). Altman and com-
pany maintain the play’s tension as Gernand ups 
the ante.
 The Beautiful Dark is a worthy play but Ger-
nand can strengthen it. The hero is Mom/Nancy, 
but Jacob is the charismatic figure, and domes-

tic problems alone don’t explain him (especially 
since we never see those problems). I know kids 
of alcoholics who turned out fine; ditto children 
of divorce (myself among them). Gernand must 
avoid easy superficiality and dig deeper, and 
also enlarge the roles of Tom and Charlie. 
 The narrow scenic design extends the full 
length of the theater and uses the long real 
walls as the set walls. Unfortunately, people 
seated against the walls can’t see what’s going 
on down the row on the same side. Redtwist en-
joys altering stage configurations but this one is 
not so good.

 

 CRITICS’ PICKS

 Beaten, Artistic Home, through Aug. 11. 
It may look at first like another “sobbin’ 
women” hankie-wringer, but Scott Woldman 
slyly subverts our culture’s most deeply em-
bedded assumptions to reveal the equal-op-
portunity flaws in popular romantic myth. 
MSB
 Hedwig and the angry inch, Haven The-
atre at Theater Wit, through Aug. 11. Catch 
this rocking revival while you can, since 
John Cameron Mitchell and Stephen Trask’s 
hard-edged show about an embittered East 
German transgender rock singer will prob-
ably be put out of regional circulation in 
anticipation of the forthcoming revival on 
Broadway in 2014. SCM 
 The liar, Writers’ Theatre, through Aug 
11. Last chance! Don’t believe a thing a 
man tells you! A 1644 French verse comedy, 
by tragic author Corneille, is sheer delight 
as freely adapted by modern American Da-
vid Ives and performed “con brio” by an at-
tractive, energized cast. JA
 Mojada, Victory Gardens Theater, through 
Aug. 11. Luis Alfaro’s update of classical 
tragedy locates the myth of Medea and Ja-
son in Chicago’s Pilsen district, where the 
immigrant couple face conflicting values 
leading to betrayals as desperate as when 
Euripides first explored the difficult road to 
assimilation. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

Bedroom Farce
Playwright: alan ayckbourn 
at: eclipse Theatre Company 
at athenaeum Theatre,
2936 N. Southport ave.
Tickets: 773-935-6875 or 
www.eclipsetheatre.com; $18-$28
runs through: Sept. 1

By SCoTT C. MorGaN

For some reason, the works of Sir Alan Ayck-
bourn aren’t as well-known in the U.S. as 
those of Neil Simon, even though he is often 
likened to Simon because he is also extremely 
prolific and much-produced around the world. 
There is the supposition that comedy doesn’t 
always travel well to other countries—even if 
they share a mother tounge like the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 
 Thankfully, Eclipse Theatre Company is do-
ing its part to challenge this idea with an up-
roariously funny production of Ayckbourne’s 
1976 comedy Bedroom Farce. It’s part of 
Eclipse’s dedication to producing an sea-
son dedicated to a single playwright (Ayck-
bourne’s Haunting Julia is up next).
 One masterstroke Eclipse had with Bedroom 
Farce was to bring aboard Remy Bumppo The-
atre artistic director Nick Sandys to direct. 

Not only is Sandys much in demand locally for 
his fine work as a director and fight choreog-
rapher, he’s a native Brit, too, with a flair for 
bringing out bursts of fun physical comedy in 
the show.
 And there’s ample opportunity for visual 
gags and physical humor in Bedroom Farce, 
which focuses on four heterosexual couples 
and what happens simultaneously one night 
in three different bedrooms. It’s not a break-
neck speed farce, but more of a situation 
comedy looking at the rhythms and rocky 
patches of coupled U.K. life in the 1970s.
 Sandys’ cast of eight are all great, digging 
down to find some deeper inner lives of their 
characters who could so easily be played just 
for their surface quirks. So it’s largely forgiv-
able that not everyone is secure at mastering 
their British dialects at all times (Joe Mc-
Cauley particularly needs improvement, even 
though he’s spot on with his lunkhead por-
trayal of unhappy husband Trevor). 
 It’s the marital breakdown of Trevor and Su-
sannah (a wonderfully frazzled Nina O’Keefe)
martial that intrudes upon the lives of the 
three couples (a wonderfully double tiered 
set of bedrooms by Mike Winkelman matches 
the characters’ status in life to a tee).     
 As Trevor’s parents, Brian Parry and Donna 
Steele are delightful as the long-married team 
of Ernest and Delia, who revel in the mundane 
routines even on the night of their anniver-
sary. As the demanding husband Nick, Ste-
phen Dale gets loads of laughs as he shows 
his contempt to his inconvenient bedridden 
situation and his jealousy of his put-together 
wife, Jan (a no-nonsense Sasha Gioppo), who 
was formerly Trevor’s longtime girlfriend.
    Certainly the hectic coupling of Malcom 
(JP Pierson, doing a very prominent Northern 
accent) and Kate (an eager-to-please Emily 
Tate) is also rambunctiously fun thanks to 
their young-love passion and their childish 
games of hiding odd objects in unconven-
tional places.
 Although Bedroom Farce shows a dated 
quality now and then (particularly with one 
character’s anti-gay reaction to the possibil-
ity of Susannah having lesbian attractions), 
it still is durable enough to keep the audience 
in stitches throughout. Much of Ayckbourn’s 
other work may be more sophisticated and 
fine-tuned, but Bedroom Farce isn’t ashamed 
just to be an enjoyable evening out.

The Beautiful Dark. Photo by Jan ellen Graves

Bedroom Farce. Photo by Scott Cooper
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THEATER REVIEW

Slowgirl
Playwright: Greg Pierce
at: Steppenwolf Theatre, 
1650 N. Halsted St.
Tickets: 312-335-1650; 
www.steppenwolf.org; $20-$78
runs through: Sept. 1

By Mary SHeN BarNiDGe

Just because the law doesn’t find you guilty 
doesn’t mean you’re innocent in Greg Pierce’s 
deceptively spartan tango for two. Years earlier, 
Sterling’s law partner went to jail for embezzle-
ment, while Sterling was acquitted. He now lives 
deep in the Costa Rican jungle, but is about to 
be visited by his teenage niece, Becky, whose 
New England parents have sent her abroad for 

rest and recovery during an ongoing police in-
vestigation of her culpability in an incident oc-
curring at a party just weeks previous.
 This isn’t a police procedural, and so the ques-
tion of who did and didn’t do what is not as 
important as its effect on those forced to keep 
asking it. With solitude and meditation (even 
his sexual needs are met wordlessly), Sterling 
has acclimated to parrots on his porch, iguanas 
on his roof and the occasional venomous snake. 
Becky, by contrast, is a thoroughly socialized 
creature, anthropomorphizing the indigenous 
beasts as if they were Disneyland animatrons, 
and sharing her observations in bursts of ver-
bosity designed to bury the truth under layers of 
persiflage. As she gradually becomes attuned to 
the spirituality her astigmatic uncle embraces, 
Sterling confronts the prospect of a disciple 
bent on joining him in his voluntary exile.
 The fact is, hiding is hard work. You can flee 
your pursuers and swaddle yourself in illusions 

of primal amorality, but the mere presence of an 
ear, sympathetic or not, awakens an irresistible 
impulse to confess—and in confessing, justify 
the reasons for your flight. Sterling and Becky 
both claim to want refuge from a judgmental 
world—indeed, their initial conversation is pep-
pered with mutual assurances that their secrets 
are their own to keep. Don’t they know that the 
surest route to uncomfortable self-examination 
is to put together two fugitives implementing 
widely diverse tactics to evade it?
 Chicago-trained actors living on the West Coast 
have made a practice of introducing smart home-
town talents to their Hollywood colleagues. The 

recipient, this time, of former Remains and cur-
rent Steppenwolf company member William Pe-
tersen’s sponsorship is Rae Gray, whose portray-
als of prematurely streetwise waifs has earned 
critical praise belying her youth. When    this 
production transfers to Los Angeles’ Geffen Play-
house next year, look for its audience to be as 
riveted as those in Chicago by Pierce’s 90 min-
utes of intergenerational repartee, swapped by 
Petersen and Gray within a tropical ambience ac-
curate to the last animal cry, honed to machete 
precision under Randall Arney’s direction. Better 
yet, see it here, now. 

Slowgirl. Photo by Michael Brosilow

 Nothing Without a Company continues to find out-of-the-way places to produce theater. 
After its extended run of Ike Holter’s world-premiere play Loom in a private garage earlier this 
season, Nothing Without A Company is reviving its 2009 production of alice, which is literally 
a show on the move since audiences stroll through Chicago’s Lincoln Park with the characters 
from Michael Wise’s adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Alice kicks 
off near the Notebaert Nature Museum, 2430 N. Cannon Dr.. Previews are 6:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, Aug. 13, to 15. Regular-run performances are then 6:30 p.m. Fridays, 4 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Saturdays, and 4 p.m. Sundays from Friday, Aug. 16, through Sunday, Aug. 25. 
Start times are then altered to 6 p.m. Fridays, 3:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. Saturdays, and 3:30 p.m. 
Sundays from Saturday, Aug. 31, through Sunday, Sept. 15. Performances are free, but reserva-
tions are requested. Visit www.nothingwithoutacompany.org. Photo courtesy of Nothing With-
out a Company

SPOTLIGHT

By Jerry NUNN

Hedwig and the Angry Inch is glam rocking 
back into the Windy City and Ryan Lanning is 
sporting the winged blonde wig this time out.
 Lanning’s credits include Alien Queen, Can-
dide and The Adventures of Pinocchio. He was 
most recently spotted in Exit, Pursued by a 
Bear at Theatre Seven Chicago.
 We chatted a bit after the debut perfor-
mance at Theater Wit.
 windy City Times: Hi, ryan, nice to catch 
up with you. it must be great to do the 
show in front of an audience on opening 
night.
 Ryan Lanning: It is very difficult to do the 
show without an audience. It is a room full of 
people that have been watching it and study-
ing the script for so long that it makes you 
wonder if it will work. It is great to get the 
first preview in and see what the audience is 
reacting to and how they are reacting to it.
 wCT: i have known you for a long time 
from singing in the church choir together 
but don’t know all of your history.
 RL: I grew up in Midland, Mich., and went to 
school at the University of Michigan. I stud-
ied opera and that is how I knew Dana Brown, 
our musical director at the church, he was a 
coach for me.
 After I graduated I came to Chicago. Two of 
my friends were living here at the time so I 
decided to move here. I slowly but surely got 
into theater eventually. I have been doing it 
for the past eight years. It has been fun.
 wCT: How did you become involved with 
Hedwig?
 RL: A friend of mine emailed the audition 
notice to me. He told me he would never talk 

to me again if I didn’t audition for it. The 
audition was two days later. I didn’t have an 
appointment and just showed up. After work 
one night I just crashed it. The guy at the 
door got me in and I got a call back.
 The fourth wall-smashing hit runs now 
through aug. 11 at Theater wit, 1229 w. 
Belmont ave. For more information visit 
www.haventheatrechicago.org.
 read the entire interview online at www.
windyCityMediaGroup.com.

NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Ryan Lanning of ‘Hedwig’
on makeup, Patti LuPone

ryan lanning. image by Zoe McKenzie 
Photography
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(Urdu)

(Arabic)

Biz ailəyik(Azerbaijani)

Jemi familje (Albanian)

Ons is 
familie
(Afrikaans)

Raga makejang menyama (Balinese)

Mi smo familija(Bosnian)

Som famí l i a (Catalan)

我们是一家人 (Simplified Chinese)

我 們是一家人(Traditional Chinese )

Mi smo obitelj (Croatian)Jsme rodina(Czech)

Wij zijn familie (Dutch)

Ni estas 
familio (Esperanto)

(Farsi)

Kami ay pamilya(Filipino)

Me olemme 
       perhe (Finnish)

Nous sommes famille(French) Wirsind Familie (German)Είμαστε οικογένεια(Greek)

Nou se
    fanmi      (Haitian Creole)

אנחנו משפחה (Hebrew)

(Irish)

私たちは家族です(Japanese)

우리는 가족이에요 (Korean)

Биз уй-булобуз (Kyrgyz)

Genus sumus (Latin)

(Khmer)

Mēs esam ģimene (Latvian)

Tuli baluganda (Luganda)

Ние сме семејство (Macedonian)

Netˉ̄̄ˉaenawemākanak (Menominee)

Kita keluarga (Malay/Indonesian)

Mi smo porodica (Montenegrin)

Kiiloona ktulaangoomatihna (Munsee-Mahican)

Vi er familie (Norwegian)

Yakwawatsi (Oneida)

(Persian)

Jesteśmy rodziną(Polish)

Somosfamília       (Portuguese)

(Punjabi)

Mы действительно семья (Russian)

Ми смо породица (Serbian)

Somos familia (Spanish)

Sisi ni jamii(Swahili)

Vi är familjen(Swedish)

    

                                                   (Tamil)

เราคือครอบครัวเดียวกัน (Thai)

Biz aileyiz (Turkish)

Ми родина(Ukrainian)

Teulu rydyn ni (Welsh)

מיר זענען משפחה (Yiddish)

Mes esame šeima (Lithuanian)

Sme rodina(Slovak)

Ние сме семейство (Bulgarian)

हम परिवार हैं (Hindi)

Við erum fjölskylda (Icelandic)

(Hmong)

Chúng ta là gia đı̀ ̇nh (Vietnamese)

We Are Family(American Sign Language)

(Italian)

Մենք ընտանեկան(Armenian)

Ndise bamoza (Chitumbuka)

Ndife amodzi          (Cichewa)

Te�wamoza      (Chitonga)

Család vagyunk(Hungarian)

Suntem familie(Romanian)

Tiri mhuri imwe chete (Shona) 
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By aNDrew DaViS

On the CW reality-competition show Capture, 12 
teams of two compete on a high-tech wilder-
ness compound where they must live in primi-
tive conditions for one month in a winner-take-
all battle to survive—and win $250,000 in the 
process. The catch is that, each week, one duo 
is designated the hunt team, and has to capture 
two other teams to put in captivity. The other 
teams then vote on which team goes.

One of the teams is composed of gay Lake 
View residents (and neighbors) Rob Ander-
son and Jacob Kosior. Windy City Times spoke 
with Kosior last week (after the first episode 
aired) about the rigors of the show and what he 
learned about himself.

windy City Times: How were you two chosen 
for this show? i hadn’t even heard of it until 
recently.

Jacob Kosior: I hadn’t heard of it until I was 
approached about being on the show. Rob does 
improv comedy at iO Theater; a casting director 
connected with iO reached out to [the company] 
and said, “We’re looking for outgoing, athletic 
people for this show,” and someone suggested 
Rob. I was sitting at home and got a text mes-
sage from Rob asking, “Do you want to be on 
this reality show?” I said, “Sure, why not?” And 
then, in a month, we were on our way to L.A. 

wCT: i’m sure you’ve been hearing about the 
show being compared to The Hunger Games. 
is that a fair comparison?

JK: The athletic/physical part is similar to 
Hunger Games, but I think the elements they 
bring in—eating very little food, having to 
sleep outdoors—are similar to Survivor. I think 
there’s a mix of shows there. It’s social, physical 
and mental.

We had a vague idea of what we’d be doing, 
but we had no concept of what the game was 
until the entire cast was on set and they had 
taken our phones from us. We were there for a 
few days prepping and doing costume fittings 
but after five days they took our phones and 
said, “This is where you’ll be living—and, by the 
way, you’ll be starting tomorrow.” It was a very 
rough adjustment. I’m not someone who goes 
and sleeps outside a lot.

I didn’t know we’d be sleeping on a hard metal 
bed—and it was really cold outside.

wCT: Going into it, who did you think your 
toughest competition would be?

JK: It was a weird situation because we had 
seen everyone but didn’t get to talk to each 
other until that first moment where you see us 
run into the woods. I knew the Gray Team and 
the White Team were tough, and the Gold Team 
(two brothers) were very interesting. 

wCT: For you, what was the toughest part?
JK: Oof. The toughest part was being in the 

village. I’m at my best when we’re in the woods 
during the hunt; I’m very focused and I’m good 
with directions and I have a photographic mem-
ory of where I’ve been. Rob is good with the 
social aspect of the game. That was the time 
when I’d rather go the makeshift tent and take a 
nap or just be alone.

wCT: That’s interesting, because even dur-
ing this brief time you struck me as someone 
who’s social.

JK: I like being social but when you’re around 
the same people 24 hours a day... 

wCT: i understand. where did this take 
place?

JK: It was in central California in a mountain 
range. We were training here beforehand—work-
ing out, running along the lakefront—but we 
didn’t know our final destination, which was 
6,000 feet about sea level.

We were trying to put on some weight because 
we knew we’d be stripped of it very quickly. 
There are mountains, valleys, marshes, a lake—
it took a while to get a feel. It took a few days 
to cover the map. I’m interested to see how dif-
ferent I look as the game goes on.

wCT: what did you learn about yourself?
JK: I learned that I’m a lot tougher than I 

gave myself credit for. 
You’re cold and filthy; you don’t get to shower. 

But there are supply stations that you can go 
to—but you can’t stay there too long, as the 
hunt team is on the perimeter waiting for you. 
And then there are choices at those stations: Do 
you take the box with face wash or the one with 
the sandwich?

Also, so often, people dismiss gay people in 
reality-competition shows and they’re seen as 
weak or emotional, or people you can manipu-
late. We walked in saying, “We’re not going to be 
catty and we’re going to stick to our word. And 
we’re going to be just as physically competitive 
as anyone else.”

read the entire interview online at www.
windyCityMediaGroup.com.

Jacob Kosior (right) and rob anderson. Photo courtesy of The Cw
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By CHarlSie Dewey

A new documentary series seeks to tell the sto-
ries of queer Black visionaries in an accessible 
and compelling way.

Series creator Katina Parker formerly worked as 
a media strategist for GLAAD, where she focused 
on helping to get the stories of LGBT African-
Americans into the mainstream media. She said 
that during that experience she became aware 
of how few opportunities were really available 
to tell full, engaging stories of the people she 
was meeting.

“I became aware of all these really compelling 
stories about, not just coming out, but coming 
into self, and realized that there was not really 
a format or venue for those stories to be told,” 
Parker said.

She noted that time constraints and word lim-
its often led important stories to be reduced to 
sound bites.

After leaving GLAAD, Parker decided it was 
time to create a venue to tell the stories of 

queer Black people and she began working on 
Truth.Be.Told.

In her project summary she writes, “In Amer-
ica, we are told through a variety of means, 
including mainstream media, that Black LGBT 
people are “other,” as in problematic, and that 
because we are so marginalized, our families/
our voices/our rights do not matter. It has long 
been the analysis of Black LGBT leaders that we 
lack media visibility for the authentic portrayals 
of Black queer people and that this contributes 
to homophobia in Black communities. It has 
long been believed that by telling our stories to 
family and friends, we create spaces where we 
can bring all of who we are. The latter has been 
confirmed by the many of us who have come out 
to our families and who have endured a com-
plex array of responses, but who have endured, 
nonetheless.”

Parker is in the development stage of the proj-
ect and is currently fundraising to help fund the 
pilot episode and for the creation trailers to help 
show off the breadth of the communities that 

will be given a voice through the documentary 
series. She has already shot several episodes for 
the series as well, which will be used in cutting 
the trailers.

“Whoever I choose for the pilot, there is go-
ing to be some aspect of the community that 
is saying ‘what about us,’” Parker acknowledged, 
which is why she said the trailers are particularly 
important. 

She plans to pitch the series to the networks 
once the pilot episode is completed, but said that 
regardless of where those conversations are at, 
the pilot episode will be available for viewing on 
Oct. 11, National Coming Out Day.

More than 50 queer Black visionaries have 
signed on to be part of the series, including Stac-
eyann Chin (Jamaican-born, Tony Award-winning 
playwright); Emil Wilbekin (editor-at-large for 
Essence magazine), Patrik-Ian Polk (creator of 
Logo TV’s Noah’s Arc); Mia McKenzie (creator of 
the Black Girl Dangerous blog); Linda Villarosa (a 
former editor for the New York Times); Dr. Alexis 
Pauline Gumbs (co-creator of the Mobile Home-
coming Project); Dr. Kortney Ryan Ziegler (film-
maker/transgender rights activist); and Justin 
Robinson (Grammy-winning musician, formerly of 
the Carolina Chocolate Drops).

Parker also noted that current and former Chi-
cagoans have also signed on to participate: Kai 
Barrow, senior strategist at Southerners on New 
Ground, poet and playwright Sharon Bridgforth, 
and well-known poet Red Summer.

Parker said that in choosing which visionaries 
to include she was looking for people who have 
demonstrated some evidence of self-awareness 
and having done the work to really come out and 
come into themselves, something she notes is not 
easy.

“When I was in my late 20s, I was coming out 
of a period of drug addiction, which was in re-
sponse to being dreadfully frightened about what 
was going to happen to me if I came out, when I 
came out,” Parker explained. “I was at an event 
and I heard this woman say, ‘be honest about who 
you are wherever you go.’”

The comment stuck with her and she said its 
taken her more than a decade to become comfort-
able bringing her whole self into a room.

“I take all of myself into every room, me, 
Black-Indian, queer, mother, grandmother, sister, 
daughter, lover, so many things. I have no qualms 
or concerns about bringing all of myself into a 
space. It took a lot of work to get here.”

Parker hopes that Truth.Be.Told. will help other 
queer Black individuals to gain that same courage 
and find the support systems they need to live 
their life fully and authentically.

To donate to the current campaign, visit 
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/truth-
be-told-pilot-fundraiser-take-three and to 
find out more about Truth.Be.Told., visit www.
facebook.com/truthbetoldtvseries or www.
twitter.com/TruthB3ToldTV. 

Film documents lives of 
queer Black visionaries
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By Terri-lyNNe walDroN

Why are Bruce Vilanch, LeAnn Rimes, Adam Lam-
bert, Tim Gunn, Cloris Leachman and a host of 
other celebrities flipping the bird?  

As the branding image behind the anti-bul-
lying campaign Friend Movement, the photos 
show celebrities holding their blurred out mid-
dle finger up to the camera in an effort to raise 
awareness about bullying. Out director/activist 
Elliot London and openly gay actor/model/ac-
tivist Ronnie Kroell are the creators behind the 
controversial campaign that was designed to 
turn the F-word into the new F-word (“friend’). 

“We knew going into this that the middle 
finger has a lot of negative connotations,” ex-
plained Kroell, a Chicago native. “But much of 
what Friend Movement is trying to do is take 
a negative and turn it into a positive. It was 
important for us to make a statement and say 
that this is not a literal campaign, it is very 
figurative and it’s about empowerment and it’s 
about your inner monologue.”

Friend Movement was conceived after Kroell 
and London were introduced to one another by 
a mutual friend. Both men thought to combine 
their independent projects and create one anti-
bullying campaign. 

“I was working on a film project and Ronnie 
was working on a campaign project and both our 
projects really needed a lot of love,” said London 
who is originally from Australia and got his start 
as an intern on The Jerry Springer Show. “We 
decided to figure out how to combine forces and 
that’s how Friend Movement came along.”  

Both Kroell and London were bullied as kids. 
Kroell was called a ‘faggot’ and had his pants 
pulled down at school and London was also 
called a ‘faggot’ and was spit on while riding the 
bus to Harlem High School in Machesney Park, 
Illinois. London recently went back to his high 
school to film a narrative short as part of the 
campaign. The premise of the film is to capture 
the stories of kids who have been bullied. 

“Each student from the school created the 
anti-bullying film project and we went in and 
brought a Hollywood crew and gave it the Hol-
lywood feel,” said London of the project they 
hope to have finished by late July. “It gives the 
students self-empowerment, it gets the people 
involved and it is conversation. This is some-

thing that we want to add to what Friend Move-
ment is all about, which is going to high schools 
across the country and even across the world 
and bringing them the mentors and the help and 
bringing a voice to these projects.”

On July 1, Friend Movement held a bene-
fit concert celebrating music and friendship with 
proceeds going towards their campaign. The 
concert featured the likes of LeAnn Rimes, The 
Voice contestants Frenchie Davis and Dia Framp-
ton, Abraham Lin (The Glee Project) and singer 
Austin Brown, who is Michael Jackson’s nephew. 
Actress Hana Mae Lee, from the film Pitch Per-
fect, hosted the show.

Friend Movement has reached out to the fun-
draising website indiegogo.com to raise mon-
ey for an upcoming cross-country tour that will 
get the word out about the campaign in an in-
novative way. The plan is to shoot 10,000 pho-
tos in 90 days across 40 cities.

‘’Raising our $99,000 goal on indiegogo.com 
will allow us to go to these 40 cities and take 
these photos for free for anyone that shows up,” 
said Kroell. “Not only take their photo but talk 
to us about their experiences being bullied and 
why it’s important for them to be a part of the 
campaign and be a friend.”   

London and Kroell work 24/7 to give the cam-
paign worldwide attention. But the success of 
the project is of no surprise for two guys who 
had big imaginations and big ambitions grow-
ing up.

“Being an only child is really helpful in a way 
because we never really had the barriers, so for 
the both of us we just do what we can do,” said 
London. “We’re not afraid to reach for the stars 
and push our limits.” 

Kroell is quick to point out that Friend Move-
ment reaches out to people from all communi-
ties, no matter their sexual orientation. 

“I think one of the things that is important 
about this campaign is that it’s not just an 
LGBT campaign,” he clarified. “While we’re find-
ing support and strength from our family and 
friends in the LGBT community, it’s really impor-
tant to know that bullying doesn’t discriminate. 
As Friend Movement continues to move forward 
the reason why it’s going to be so powerful is 
that it is all about building bridges and uniting 
us together to really find answers.”   

See www.friendmovement.com.
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elliot london (left) and ronnie Kroell. Photo from the Friend Movement

Friend Movement combats 
bullying, builds bridges

MUST CLOSE AUGUST 25!

Production Sponsor

TICKETS START AT JUST $20. 
Buy online at steppenwolf.org 
or call 312-335-1650

 BELLEVILLE
BY AMY HERZOG
DIRECTED BY ANNE KAUFFMAN 
Featuring ensemble members 
Alana Arenas and Kate Arrington 
with Chris Boykin and Cliff Chamberlain

A TAUT, EDGY THRILLER ABOUT 
A YOUNG AMERICAN COUPLE IN PARIS...

“High suspense 
tale of a calamitous 

marriage” 
–Chicago Sun-Times

“Unpredictable, 
breathless thriller” 

–Time Out Chicago

“Heart-stopping 
Chicago premiere” 

–Newcity

“A psychological 
thriller as suspenseful 
as any Hitchcock fi lm” 

–Chicago Theater Beat

“A very juicy night 
of theater” 

–Chicago Tribune

“Shivers with intrigue...
an exploration of what 

lurks in the world of 
relationships” 

–Northwest Indiana Times

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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Lovelace;
The Canyons
Once upon a time, folks who worked in the 
adult-film industry didn’t have a prayer of a sub-
sequent career in mainstream movies. Like the 
Mafia, once you were in, you were in for life. But 
in our age of high-tech, girls (and guys) gone 
wild amateur porn, it’s not the career-buster it 
used to be. There are enough examples of both 
straight and gay performers who have made the 
leap to legitimacy to suggest that appearing in 
porn is no longer the career kiss of death it once 
was.

Yet the old truism still has validity: One might 
leave a porn career behind for brighter lights 
and bigger fame but—at the end of the day—
Traci Lords, Colton Ford and their ilk are always 
going to be thought of as porn stars first and 
foremost. What’s changed is that no one much 
cares anymore. Outside of the political arena 
(Anthony “Sexting” Weiner being the current 
example), has anyone working in porn or any 
celeb with an illicit sex tape suffered a major 
career setback?

lovelace and The Canyons, two indie mov-
ies opening this week (in theaters and avail-
able VOD) circle around these old and new 
attitudes about porn—the first directly, the sec-
ond obliquely. Lovelace, which traces the rise 
of America’s first adult-movie superstar, Linda 
Lovelace, delves into the simultaneous glories 
and emotional costs of success as a porn per-
former (the old school of thought) while The 
Canyons—which stars James Deen, a current 
adult-film star—is a clear example of the cul-
ture’s “so what” attitude.

Lovelace begins in the early ‘70s, when 
19-year-old Linda Boreman (played by the excel-

lent Amanda Seyfried) was living in Florida with 
her parents—her strict, tough, staunch Catholic 
mother (a terrifyingly good Sharon Stone) and 
her mostly silent, henpecked father (Robert Pat-
rick). One night at a skating rink with her free-
spirited best friend, Patsy (Juno Temple), Linda 
meets and falls for the dangerous swagger and 
dark good looks of Chuck Traynor (Peter Sars-
gaard, terrific as usual). Chuck sees something 
in the skittish Linda and he woos her and quickly 
wins her over. He even makes inroads with Lin-
da’s parents, but not for long. Linda, hemmed in 
by her hellishly difficult mother, flees the house, 
moves in with Chuck and then marries him.

Sleazeball Chuck has soon led Linda, whom 
he has schooled in the intricacies of sex, into 
a host of sordid activities culminating in the 
making of Deep Throat, the porn movie that fea-
tures Linda’s talent for fellatio. Upon its release, 
the movie becomes a sensation at the moment 
when adult films seem poised to break through 
in America culture. Uneasy though she is, Linda 
enjoys her success but after a gala red carpet 
screening hosted by Hugh Hefner (a miscast 
James Franco), Chuck forces Linda to attend a 
late-night meeting with a potential producer 
and knowingly leaves her to be gang-raped. 
That’s the wake-up call for Linda and soon after, 
she finally escapes Chuck’s clutches.

At that point, out directors Rob Epstein and 
Jeffrey Friedman (following up on Howl, their 
offbeat movie about Allen Ginsberg) give us an-
other, much darker view of these same events. In 
Rashomon style, we return to Linda and Chuck’s 
sexually violent and abusive marriage (now the 
tacky frivolity of the first half of the movie), 
driven by the early-‘70s fashions and mileau (a 
la Boogie Nights), as well as the spot-on cast-
ing of familiar faces. There are Hank Azaria as 
the porn director, Bobby Cannavale as a scummy 
producer, Chris Noth as the mob financier, Debi 
Mazar as the make-up girl and porn co-star, etc. 
Chuck inflicts one degradation after another on 
Linda until we arrive at Linda appearing on Phil 
Donohue touting her first autobiography, the 
aptly titled Ordeal. 

“I just don’t want to disappoint anyone,” 
Linda has earlier commented shyly to a pho-
tographer who eventually becomes her second 
husband (Wes Bentley). This, the essence of her 
character, is something the movie could have 
used more of. Ironically, even a movie about 
Linda Lovelace’s rather sad life uses her more for 
her body than her character—something Andy 
Bellin’s script could easily have addressed and 
which the fearless Seyfried certainly could have 
conveyed.

Those interested in learning more about the 

making of Deep Throat are encouraged to check 
out Randy Barbato and Fenton Bailey’s enter-
taining and insightful 2005 documentary In-
side Deep Throat, a perfect companion piece to 
Lovelace.

On paper (or perhaps a cocktail napkin) The Can-
yons must have seemed like a terrific idea. Com-
bine the talents of Paul Schrader—the director 
of a spate of offbeat, gorgeously made films re-
volving around emotionally conflicted characters 
(American Gigolo, Cat People, The Walker, Light 
Sleeper, etc.)—with a script by Brett Easton El-
lis, the bisexual, culturally controversial writer 
of books and screenplays about fabulously beau-
tiful, fabulously emotionally frigid folks (Less 
Than Zero, The Informers, etc.). Hot and cold in 
one package, get it?

Add in the biggest stunt casting of the year—
the aforesaid James Deen (nee Bryan Matthew 
Sevilla), a real-life heterosexual porn superstar 
paired with America’s most troubled movie actor 
(now that Robert Downey Jr. has cleaned up his 
act), Lindsay Lohan. With Gus Van Sant play-
ing the leading character’s psychiatrist and the 
characters played by Deen and Lohan, as a Bev-
erly Hills trust fund brat and his amour engaging 
in lots of sex with lots of other physically gor-
geous partners, what’s not to love? As it turns 
out, nearly everything.

“It’s more fun to keep it more complicated,” 
Christian, the trust-fund brat (Deen’s character), 
announces regarding his relationship with Lo-
han’s Tara, a girl from the valley who worked 
hard to land this hothead meal ticket and isn’t 
about to lose it. But Tara, it seems, is also a 
girl who can’t help it and when Christian, an 
indie movie producer, unwittingly hires her ex-
boyfriend to star in a horror picture along with 
her, she can’t resist a little hanky-panky (okay, 
a lot) on the side. But even though Christian’s 
perfectly willing to watch Tara have sex with 
the women and men he’s always inviting to his 
lush digs (while joining in on occasion himself), 
he’s not about to let Tara enjoy a fling behind 
his back. This being Ellis and Schrader territory 
(don’t forget, Ellis scripted American Psycho 
while Schrader scribed Taxi Driver), a violent 
murder can’t be far behind.

Schrader’s idea of a modern-day noir has prom-
ise but Ellis’ script lets him down and leaves 
the actors adrift with no scenes to play—both 
Lohan and Deen have compelling moments, as 
do some of the other actors—but rather quickly 
even the copious amounts of simulated sex, in 
place of story and character momentum lose 
their ability to stimulate. When it comes to El-
lis, modern-day ennui isn’t nearly as fun as ‘80s 
New Wave ennui.
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are just a few. Lady Gaga is also a big inspira-
tion to me—especially her more piano-driven re-
cords. And our own Chicago band, Empires! Sean 
and Max are a writing/producing dream team.

wCT: why was it so important for you to 
make the video for “all-american Boy?”

SG: I dropped out of college after three years. 
I knew music was the only thing I wanted to do. 
But I wasn’t the best singer. I didn’t have any 
money. I didn’t have a band or anyone backing 
me. I spent most of my days alone doing a lot of 
self-reflection ... trying to figure out who I was 
and what I was going to say.

I was writing and recording a lot and taking 
on all sorts of odd jobs. I was a barback for a 
year, then I worked at one of the Wrigleyville 
rooftops for a summer … all the while playing 
at churches every Sunday. Then I started doing 
the piano bar gigs at The Joynt [a River North 
establishment].

I was always working when everyone else was 
playing, but I did that so I could have my week-
days free to write and record. People would al-
ways ask me what I was doing with my life; it 
became the most dreaded question. I felt like 
such a loser. You tell people, “I’m writing music, 
and one day I want to make records and tour all 
over the world” and no one gets it. I could just 

feel their eyes roll into the back of their heads. 
To these people, I was just another delusional 
kid who embarrassingly clung to his childhood 
dreams ... or it felt that way to me, at least. But 
I don’t blame them for that. I wasn’t sure what 
I was doing or where I was going. 

Eventually, I got to the point where this wasn’t 
just what I wanted to do—it was the only thing 
I could do. Making the video really felt like a 
last-ditch effort at making something of myself. 
That’s why I went all-in. I drained my savings 
and maxed out my credit card on a project that 
I thought would put my work as a musician in 
the churches (which at this point was the largest 
source of my income) in jeopardy. This had to 
work—that’s why I was so obsessive with every 
detail. That’s why I drove everyone in the pro-
cess completely crazy making this all happen in 
a very short period of time.

I couldn’t let another year go by without put-
ting something out into the world. Sometime in 
May I felt this jolt: I was ready. Something came 
over me and nothing else in my life mattered 
more at that point.

I wanted “All-American Boy” to be the first 
project because that ache for someone you can’t 
have, that I’ve felt a thousand times since I 
was 13, affected me so profoundly. I never un-
derstood it. It hurt so much sometimes. And 
that’s one of the main reasons I turned to art. 
I thought expressing this ache through music 
would be a way for me to help let it go and 
move on.

wCT: what type of feedback have you got-
ten from the country-music community? also, 
have you had a chance to talk with other out 
musicians?

SG: I’ve gotten a lot of positive feedback 
from people who like country music. I’ve read 
thousands of messages from people all over this 
country, from small towns to big cities. But the 
story seems to have resonated especially with 
folks in the small, rural towns in the Midwest 
and the South. They are so passionate and con-
nect with the song and the story in such a deep 
way. That’s what has made this all worth it to 
me.

I’ve talked briefly with some other out musi-
cians, and hopefully when this whirlwind calms 
down just a little bit, I can reach back out to 
those people and really talk with them and hear 
about their experiences of being out in the mu-
sic business.

I didn’t ask to be called the “first gay coun-
try star,” and I’m not. I’ve looked into this a 
lot during the past month. As far as I can tell, 
the very first was Patrick Haggerty. He formed a 
band called Lavender Country in 1972, and they 
released an album in 1973. That was a long time 
ago, and he was much braver to do what he did 
in the early ‘70s than I’ll ever be. I’m very grate-
ful to him and all of the other activists before 
me who paved the way and made it possible for 
me to do what I’m doing now.

As far as country music specifically, there have 
been others. More recently, of course, we’ve had 
Drake Jensen and Chely Wright.

wCT: what’s one thing about you that would 
surprise people?

SG: I don’t really drink that much, with a 
couple recent exceptions. For someone who has 
worked in bars and played music every Friday 
and Saturday at a bar, I drank almost nothing. 
The day of the video shoot was actually one of 
the first drinks I had had in all of 2013.

wCT: you stated that your video was in-
spired by a real-life crush on a counselor. 
Does he have any idea the video is based 
partly on him?

SG: The video was inspired by the accumula-
tion of experiences I felt as a young guy, grow-
ing up and crushing on guys I couldn’t have. The 
first crush I had on a man was when I was 13 at 
this Boy Scout summer camp. He was one of the 
counselors; he was probably in high school. He 
had that winning combination of strength and 
tenderness, and he was this cool older guy that 
actually took an interest in me—totally platonic 
on his end, of course. Nothing happened; I’m 
pretty sure he wasn’t aware of my attraction to 

Aug. 7, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES34

Grand from cover

Steve Grand. Photo courtesy of Chris ricchetti
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Free Wine Tastings

Every Tuesday and Thursday
5 pm - 8 pm

*No purchase required. Donation in cash and/or flight barter. $10/download (first 5K), $5/download (additional 10K), then $3/download
(additional 20K). Max. $160K donation. Charities include the Human Rights Campaign, PFLAG National, The Trevor Project, and more!
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The 2013 Northalsted Market Days—the larg-
est two-day festival in the Midwest—will take 
place Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 10-11, in Lake View 
on Halsted Street between Belmont Avenue and 
Addison Street.

The event features 400 food and arts-and-
crafts vendors—but is also known for its musi-
cal acts. This year, the line-up includes Aaron 
Carter, Erasure’s Andy Bell, Wilson Phillips, Kris-
tine W, Kerli, David Cassidy, Cherie Currie, Lynda 
Carter, 10,000 Maniacs and out country-pop star 
Steve Grand (who was the subject of national 
attention recently when his video for “All-Amer-
ican Boy” went viral).

Saturday, aug. 10
North Stage            
2 p.m.-2:30 p.m.: Aiden Leslie
3:15 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Aaron Carter
5:15 p.m.-5:45 p.m.: K Rose
6:30 p.m.-7:15 p.m.: Kerli
8 p.m.:  Branden James
8:15 p.m.: Steve Grand
8:30 p.m.-9:45 p.m.: Wilson Phillips

roscoe Stage
12:15 p.m.-1:15 p.m.: Everelle
2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.: Slap Happy
3:30 p.m.: Chicago Spirit Brigade
4:15 p.m.-5:35 p.m.: Legendary Rockstars
6:30-7:30 p.m.: Cherie Currie
8:30 p.m.-9:45 p.m.: 10,000 Maniacs

Belmont Stage 
12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.: Sugar High
1:50 p.m.-2:50 p.m.: Sugar High
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Girlband
5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.: The Lauren Wolf Band
7:45 p.m.-9:30 p.m.: Dot Dot Dot
 
Sunday, aug. 11
North Stage 
1 p.m.-1:45 p.m.: Kristine W
3 p.m.-3:30 p.m.: Kat Graham
4:40 p.m.-4:50 p.m.: Shara Strand
5 p.m.-5:30 p.m.: Alexis Jordan
6:45 p.m.-7:45 p.m.: David Cassidy
9 p.m.-9:45 p.m.: Erasure’s Andy Bell

roscoe Stage
12:15 p.m.-1:30 p.m.: A Thousand Julys
1:30 p.m.: Chicago Spirit Brigade
1:50 p.m.-2:50 p.m.: A Thousand Julys
2:50 p.m.: Windy City Cowboys
4 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Jaymes & James
5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.: Lynda Carter
8 p.m.-9:45 p.m.: 16 Candles

Belmont Stage 
12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.: deja vu
1:50 p.m.-2:50 p.m.: deja vu
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: The Handcuffs
5:15 p.m.-7:15 p.m.: 7th Heaven
8 p.m.-9:45 p.m.: Journey Unauthorized

By roSS ForMaN
 
Darcy Leslie was ready to retire after the 2012 
season, which ended last August in Pittsburgh, 
on the loser’s side of the national championship 
game.
 Leslie and her Chicago Force teammates were 
on the bus heading home and, she admits a year 
later, “I was done; I didn’t want to feel that way 
again.”
 A few of her teammates talked to her, en-
couraged her to return—committing that the 
team was going to return to the final game of 
the Women’s Football Alliance (WFA) near-four 
month season, which includes eight regular-
season games.
 Sure enough, those words became reality and 
the dream of Leslie and her Force band of sisters 
became reality Aug. 3, in San Diego, as Chica-
go cruised to a convincing 81-34 win over the 
Dallas Diamonds to win the first Force national 
championship, avenging two previous champi-
onship game losses.
 “I couldn’t be happier with the season we put 
together,” said Force owner Linda Bache. “We 
left no doubt, we are the best team in women’s 
football—and everyone knows it.”
 “It was nice to put it all together and pretty 
much show the WFA what an amazing team we 
are. It was awesome to finally come out victori-
ous,” said Leslie, a defensive star. “Going into 
the game, we knew that if we played our game, 
we would come out victorious. Everyone and ev-
erything was rolling on all cylinders—offense, 
defense and special teams. We just fought, 
fought, fought, and never let down—and it 
showed in the score that we were ready.
 Leslie also in San Diego learned she was 
named the WFA National Conference Defensive 
Player of the Year after collecting 68 tackles and 
18 tackles for a loss this season.
 The award, she said, “was a surprise, but was 
a great feeling to be recognized and see that all 
of my hard work paid off.”
 In addition, Chicago quarterback Sami Grisafe 
was named the WFA National Conference Offen-
sive Player of the Year after throwing for more 
than 3,600 yards and 49 touchdowns. Plus, Lin-
da Bache was named the WFA Owner of the Year. 
This was Bache’s 11th year as an owner, and the 
team has made the playoffs every year.
 “It was really neat to win that [award],” Gri-
safe said. “But a quarterback is no good with-
out an offensive line and receivers, and I was 
fortunate to have an amazing line and amazing 
receivers. Everything I accomplished this year 
was a product of the people I got to play with 
on [offense].
 “Darcy obviously deserved her award, too; she 
had a great year. I’m so happy for Linda, who 
has given us the chance to live out our dream. 
I can’t think of two people more deserving than 
those two.”

 Grisafe added that Force coach John Konecki 
was “robbed” of Coach of the Year accolades.
 Grisafe and teammate Jessica Javelet were 
named the co-MVPs of the national xhampion-
ship game as Grisafe threw for 526 yards and 
eight touchdowns, while Javelet had three runs 
for 25 yards, 11 receptions for 225 yards, and 
four touchdowns.
 Grisafe also scored the team’s first touch-
down—on a 20-yard run.
 “That [rushing touchdown] really sparked me, 
got me excited,” Grisafe said. “It was supposed 
to be a handoff, but I pulled [the ball] and ran 
the ball. That was a really big fire-up moment for 
me and the team. I’ll never forget that moment.”
 But whether there are more magical moments 
in Grisafe’s football career is in question. She 
might retire to spend more time focusing on her 
music career.
 “Talk to me in four months; we’ll see,” Gri-
safe said. “The question is, will [football] help 
or hinder my [music] career. I feel great, had a 
great season, and can do even better next year, 
but I can’t answer [if I’m returning] right now.”
 For Leslie, though, there’s no doubt she’ll be 
back in uniform next spring.
 “One [championship] isn’t enough … dynasty, 
baby!” Leslie said, laughing.
 Konecki said the Force was “the closest to per-
fect” in San Diego that the team has played all 
season in all three phases of the game: offense, 
defense and special teams.
 “We took control early and never were go-
ing to rescind it,” Konecki said. “Sami probably 
played the best game I’ve seen her play.”
 The Force led 62-20 at halftime.
 Leslie led the defense in tackles, followed by 
Jen Dulski, Angel Smith, Melissa Nelson and Kim 
Marks. Candace Griffin and Dorian Bridges each 
had interceptions.
 “We were very well prepared for the game,” 
Tami Engelman said. “I just think everyone 
wanted it so bad that we weren’t going to let 
anything get in our way.”
 The championship was particularly emotional 
for Engelman and teammate Liz Okey, who were 
both injured at the end of the 2012 season and 
missed the championship game in Pittsburgh.
 “For this to be my first national championship 
game, and to come away with the win, it’s sur-
real,” Engelman said.
 Engelman was one of several Force players 
carrying and leading the end-of-the-game Gato-
rade-tub dousing of Konecki and Bache. 
 It was all smiles on the Force side of the field, 
as Chicago coasted past Dallas to avenge the 
2007 national championship game between the 
same two teams, played in Chicago and won by 
Dallas.
 “This is the top of the top, definitely. I’ve 
been working seven years of my life to achieve 
what we achieved in San Diego,” Grisafe said. “I 
can’t even tell you how good it feels. 

Market Days line-up:
Andy Bell, Lynda Carter,
Cherie Currie, Steve Grand

Force cruises to first 
national championship

Cherie Currie. Pr photo

lynda Carter. Photo from Vaquera Productions

The Chicago Force celebrate a playoff win over atlanta earlier this year. Photo by Preston Tewell
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By Jerry NUNN

Pop singing sensation Wilson Phillips is a trio 
of talent from Carnie and Wendy Wilson, the 
daughters of the Beach Boys, and Chynna Phil-
lips, the daughter from The Mamas & the Papas. 
In 1990 the trio’s self-titled album brought it 
a number-one single, “Hold On,” that knocked 
Madonna’s “Vogue” off the top spot. Other suc-
cessful singles followed, such as their track “Re-
lease Me,” but the group disbanded to pursue 
solo careers and projects.

The members have had several reunions over 
the years, made a Christmas album called Christ-
mas in Harmony, cameoed in the movie Brides-
maids, and made an album called Dedicated in 
2012 (that covered their parents’ songs).

Their reality show, Wilson Phillips: Still Hold-
ing On, depicted their lives together on the TV 
Guide Network.

Carnie Wilson has had her own talk show, 
hosted The Newlywed Game and battled weight 
problems publicly. Wilson was on many reality 
shows such as VH1’s Celebrity Fit Club, ABC’s Ce-
lebrity Wife Swap and the Game Show Network’s 
Carnie Wilson: Unstapled.

Windy City Times chatted with her before she 
arrived to headline Market Days in Boystown.

windy City Times: Hi, Carnie. Thanks for do-
ing the phone interview so last-minute.

Carnie Wilson: My pleasure. I am with the kids 
heading up to my dad’s lake house for the week-
end for the first time.

wCT: That sounds relaxing.

CW: It should be. They have a house right on 
the lake and I am bringing cheesecakes I made.

wCT: i saw you cooking on past reality 
shows.

CW: I love it. I made 175 little cheesecakes for 
my daughter and her friends for a Malibu party 
recently.

wCT: you better bring some of those cheese-
cakes when you come to Chicago.

CW: I would have to bring it with the dry ice 
on the plane!

wCT: you are doing our big gay street fes-
tival here.

CW: Woot woot—I am beyond excited! It will 
probably be one of my favorite days ever.

wCT: Do you have a set list yet?
CW: No, we don’t have a set list yet. It de-

pends on the show. It is outdoors, right?
wCT: yes and tons of people. it was over 

750,000 people last year.
CW: Oh my God!
wCT: it’s because people come from all over 

the surrounding states. we had over a million 
people at Pride this year.

CW: That is incredible.
wCT: This is not some little shindig and you 

ladies are the headliners.
CW: Well, okay then I think I will wear a wig. 

I want to do something crazy and outrageous. 
This is inspiring me but gay boys do that to me.

wCT: you have had so many projects and al-
ways seem busy.

CW: Always busy, yep. I am a mother of two 
small children. One just turned 4 years old and 

one just turned 8. I have a busy, busy life.
wCT: Do blondes have more fun?
CW: Oh yeah. I just went back to blonde. It is 

very caramelly right now. It is very hard to get 
red out without your hair falling out. I don’t 
have a lot of hair on my head anyways. I have to 
go in stages when changing it so I am putting 
some highlights in there. I like to change it up. 
It has been almost three years.

wCT: The group did a reality show recently. 
Do you know about a second season yet?

CW: No, they decided not to pick it up. I have 
no idea why. That doesn’t make sense to me. 
They have another season of Nail Files with Ka-
tie. I am not sure why someone would watch 
that show more than ours but whatever.

wCT: you have the personality for reality 
television, having done so many. would you 
like to be on Celebrity apprentice?

CW: I would love to do that. If they offered 
I would jump right on it. I have done a lot of 
reality TV. I like an adventure. I like a paycheck. 
It is not the only motivator but you have to keep 
your life going. We don’t sell enough albums to 
live off of. That is why we do concerts and dif-
ferent TV shows. I have my feelers in all kinds 
of stuff and I always have. It is fun to do a lot 
of different things and you meet a lot of people. 
You make a lot of connections. It is a blast.

There are a few people that call me a “reality 
whore.” Who cares? It is fun and having a new 
project is always great.

wCT: you have been singing with your sister 
since you were little. Did you imagine making 
a career out of that?

CW: You know I did and I always wanted to. I 
can believe it but sometimes I go into a stage 
where I can’t believe it. I have to pinch myself. 
I really love singing with my sister, and Chynna, 
too. My sister is the best work partner too be-
cause we are very respectful for our differences. 
We are really different. We have been through 
so much in our lives with our family and be-
ing in the business and still doing it 23 years 
later. Sometimes we will be onstage together 

and singing a ballad or “God Only Knows” by our 
dad and I will look over at her. I will start to get 
choked up and I will get this wave of love. Look 
at what we are doing and onstage right now. It 
is a miracle.

look for wilson, wilson and Phillips at Mar-
ket Days on Saturday, aug. 10, at 8:30 p.m. 
on the North Stage.

NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC (MARKET DAYS)

‘Hold on’—it’s
Carnie Wilson

Carnie wilson. Pr photo

him because I wasn’t even totally aware of it at 
the time. I didn’t understand what those feel-
ings I had were. I just knew it was really intense 
and painful even; I ached for days and days after 
I left. I never saw or heard from him again.

wCT: an article by Mark King on Bilerico 
stated about your video, in part, “Gay men 
drink too much, feel sorry for themselves, 
and come on to straight dudes when their 
girlfriends aren’t around.” what’s your re-
sponse to King’s assessment?

SG: If he had said, “human beings” instead of, 
“gay men,” he’d be right on!

wCT: How would you characterize your time 
in “ex-gay” therapy?

SG: I’m glad you asked, because I do want 
to clarify a few things about that. Obviously, I 
believe that it is always wrong for an adult to 
teach a child that being gay is a problem that 
should be fixed. No one knows more than I do 
how harmful that can be. At the same time, not 
all therapists who try to help kids deal with ho-
mosexuality are equally destructive. 

My experience was this: Like many parents 
who believe that homosexuality is a disease, my 
parents tried to help me by taking me to see 
a psychologist. The psychologist they took me 
to was an Evangelical Christian, who believed 
that being gay would not make me happy. But 
my therapist was not associated with any of the 
“ex-gay” organizations. He did not shame me or 
tell me I was bad. He did not believe that gay 
people are afflicted with some “special” kind of 
depravity that is somehow much worse than the 
regular depravity that every other imperfect hu-
man being is afflicted with. 

I think his views about homosexuality are 
wrong, but he never tried to force them on me. 
He always treated me with love and respect. I 
saw him every week for five years, but only a 
small portion of that time was spent discussing 
my sexuality. The rest of the time, he helped me 
grow in my awareness of myself and deal with a 

wide range of things that were troubling me at 
the time. 

So, like most things in life, it was a mixed 
bag. He reinforced my discomfort with being 
who I am sexually. That was harmful and that 
was wrong. But he also helped me become free 
to be who I am in some other important ways.

wCT: How would you characterize your 
relationship with your parents—and your 
church—now?

SG: My parents have come such a long way 
since they learned about of my sexuality when 
I was 13. I love them so much. It only goes 
to show how strong and deep their love is for 
me. We have been through so much as a family, 

and everyone has come a very long way. I’m so 
grateful for them...this has all really brought us 
closer.

My relationship with the churches I play at 
has not really changed since I posted the video. 
Everyone knows about the video, and the feed-
back I’ve received has all been very positive. I 
felt like there was this giant exhale from a lot 
of the church people I know. I think many reli-
gious people are eager to see the church evolve 
to be a place where truly “All Are Welcome.” Of 
course, it’s a very divisive issue. But even on a 
small scale, in the communities I am a part of, I 
believe many people are excited that an openly 
gay church musician is being embraced by his 
community. 

The Catholic Church is a giant global force. It’s 
not going to change overnight. But I do believe 
it will change if more and more people come 
out and are visible. It’s going to take time and 
patience, but I do believe it will happen. And 
even if it does not change for many more years, 
I think my presence in the church today is posi-
tive for all those kids out there who are sitting 
in the pews—just as I was not too long ago—
feeling like they are not welcome, like there 
is something wrong with them because that is 
what they have been taught. I can’t imagine 
how different things would have been for me if 
10 years ago I was sitting in those pews and got 
to see an openly gay musician being embraced 
by the church.

wCT: Do you have any advice for singers 
who are closeted?

SG: Anyone trying to make it as a musician 
needs to work really, really hard and be fearless. 
We all have bad performances, and there is a lot 
we can learn from them. Closeted or not, that 
process is the same. Everyone’s journey in life 
and with coming out is so different. There isn’t 
any one right way. I can only speak from my 
own experience. Being out has been incredibly 
liberating and positive, and I think many who 
have come out would say the same.

wCT: what should the public expect in 

terms of future songs and/or an album?
SG: I’m working every day on new music. I’ll 

get an EP out there as soon as I can. Expect 
something eclectic. No two of my songs sound 
the same. I draw from a wide range of inspira-
tions. Many of my songs tell stories. Some songs 
are just goofy, and some are very heavy and 
reflective. Musically, my sound is more piano-
driven than anything. Some songs I fatten up 
with distorted guitars and bass, and with others 
I stick with a nice string arrangement.

Steve Grand will perform at Northalsted Mar-
ket Days aug. 10. See www.northalsted.com/
pages/northalsted_market_days__2013/146.
php.

Steve Grand. Photo courtesy of Chris ricchetti

Grand from page 34

Trans singer,
Bob Mould 
at Riot Fest
 The band Against Me!, featuring trans-
gender frontwoman Laura Jane Grace, and 
out gay singer Bob Mould are among the 
acts performing at Riot Fest Chicago Sept. 
13-15.
 Last year, Tom Gabel came out as trans-
gender, becoming Laura Jane Grace. Grace 
has announced a few East Coast solo shows 
where she’ll preview songs from the punk 
group’s new album. Transgender Dysphoria 
Blues.
 Mould formerly played with the bands 
Husker Du and Sugar. He is also part of 
Chicago’s annual International Mr. Leather 
(IML) event, DJ’ing the traveling bear-cen-
tered event Blowoff.
 Among the many other acts at the Chi-
cago Riot Fest stop are Public Enemy, Fall 
Out Boy, GWAR, Dinosaur Jr., Blondie, Mo-
torhead, Violent Femmes, The Devil Wears 
Prada and Guided by Voices.
 See http://riotfest.org.
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A person’s gender may change, 
but his love can still last

By JaCoB aNDerSoN-MiNSHall

Recently trans guy Brayden Taylor stirred up a 
flurry of comments on Facebook by stating un-
equivocally that a lesbian cannot be a lesbian 
and date a trans man. Soon afterward he deleted 
his post, replacing it with the following state-
ment:

“I’m deleting my last status do [sic] to the 
fact that its blowing up my phone. ... I per-
sonally would NEVER be with someone who said 
they were a lesbian. Sorry if I offended anyone. I 
personally just don’t understand how that works 
when in today’s society, [a] ‘lesbian’ is a woman 
who dates women. I feel like when she does that 
and keeps the label she is telling society that 
she sees her partner as a woman. I do not know 
ANY women in my life that would be okay mar-

rying a man or dating a man that tells everyone 
he is gay.”

Just as the Supreme Court’s decisions that a 
key section of the Defense of Marriage Act  is 
unconstitutional and Proposition 8 should be 
struck down are celebrated by thousands with 
the widely repeated phrase “Love Is Love”; Tay-
lor’s post is a stark reminder that even within 
the LGBT community, many people do not truly 
believe that all love is equal.

Taylor isn’t the first person to express this 
idea, nor is he the only trans person to believe 
it.  In fact, for many trans men, the love of a 
lesbian is suspect compared to the love of a 
straight woman or a gay man. Likewise for many 
trans women, the love of a straight woman is 
suspect compared to the love of a straight man 
or a lesbian. And for many trans people of any 
gender or sexual orientation, the love of a bi-
sexual (man or woman) is also suspect.

This is because trans people worry about being 
seen for who they are and being seen as “real.” 

They fear that some attractions and some love 
can only happen if the other person isn’t seeing 
them authentically.  In other words, in the view 
of trans men like Taylor, a lesbian-identified 
woman would not be with a trans man if she 
actually saw him as a man.

As someone who has been in a relationship 
with the same woman for the last 22 years, this 
certainly is a question I have heard before. After 
all, my wife, Diane, not only continued to iden-
tify as a lesbian after my transition eight years 
ago, she continued to run the world’s largest 
lesbian publication for half a dozen years after 
I became a man.

While some lesbians certainly questioned her 
right to maintain her lesbian credentials and 
represent the lesbian community in the media, I 
fielded far more questions from other trans folk 
about Diane’s capacity to see and love me as a 
“real” man.  

And over the years more trans people than cis-
gender people have questioned whether Diane’s 

insistence upon retaining her own identity is a 
slight to my manhood.

The questions I throw back at them are many: 
Is the partner of someone who goes through 
a gender transition required to alter their own 
self-identification? Is your sexual orientation 
truly determined by the shape of your partner’s 
genitalia? If so, where does that leave partners 
of trans people who haven’t undergone genital 
surgery? Or maybe it’s your partner’s gender 
identity or gender expression that determines 
how you should identify? What makes our right 
as trans people to self-identify sacrosanct, while 
our partners must have their identities deter-
mined for them based on particular attributes 
not about themselves, but about us?

If a straight woman is married to a man and 
that man transitions to a woman, then we seem 
to want to force them into a gay relationship 
and require them to identify as lesbians. Like

Being Married to a lesbian doesn’t Make Me less of a Man

turn to page 40
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wise, when—after nearly 15 years as part of a 
lesbian couple—I transitioned, people seemed 
to believe that Diane was required to alter her 
identity, because, the theory goes, she could not 
remain a lesbian while continuing to be with 
me.

I find it almost offensive that this line of ar-
gument originates so frequently from trans in-
dividuals.

Trans people have often argued, almost vehe-
mently, that it doesn’t matter what we look like 
physically, it doesn’t matter what other people 
think, it doesn’t matter what style of clothing 
we wear, it doesn’t matter if our voices have 
changed or if we’ve undergone surgery or if we 
started hormone treatment—the only thing that 
matters is how we identify.

Once I verbalize my gender identity, I expect 
to be taken at my word. If I say I’m a man, I 
expect you to accept that I am a man. I could be 
wearing a dress, I could look like Miss America, 
and if I say I’m really a man, then you are sup-
posed to accept that I am.

So it’s almost incomprehensible to me that we 
as a community or that individuals who identify 
as trans would not use the same logic when it 
comes to other people’s identities.  It is not our 
place to identify someone else as a lesbian or as 
a straight person or as a bisexual person. It is 
completely up to them to decide and verbalize 
what their sexual orientation is.

This double standard is offensive. We can’t 
demand the freedom of self-identification for 
ourselves and then not allow other people that 
same right.

Like everyone else, Diane has the right to 
choose her own identities and to proclaim, “This 
is who I am,” and be taken at her word.

I dislike when members of any minority take 
it upon themselves to police their communi-
ties and determine who has the right to belong. 
When I first came out as trans, I was offended by 
a listserv moderator who suggested that some 
people weren’t really trans men because they 
were too feminine. I’ve seen this kind of polic-
ing everywhere I’ve lived and especially on the 
Internet, where people are more unabashed in 
sharing their feelings.

So it would be bad enough if the lesbian com-
munity insisted upon strict qualifications for a 
lesbian identity. But when someone outside that 
community suggests that they have a better 
idea of what components are essential to that 

identity, it is even more offensive.
Speaking of identity and being kicked out of 

your identity for particular behaviors, I have to 
ask, Since when does dating a lesbian make you 
less of a man? Straight men love lesbians. They 
find lesbianism a huge turn-on. And pop-cultural 
depictions would have us believe that it actually 
makes someone more, not less, of a man if he 
can “turn” a lesbian. Indeed, such men are often 
glorified in popular culture for their masculinity 
as though somehow they must be even manlier 
to get a girl to switch teams. But apparently, if 
you’re trans man and you get a lesbian to switch 
teams, it simply confirms the artificiality of your 
manhood.

It’s as though Taylor suggests that by remain-
ing in my long-term relationship with a woman 
who doesn’t identify as straight, I am less of a 
man than if I had broken up with her and then 
insisted on only dating women who are straight 
or men who are gay.

For many trans men, it is a particular turn-on 
to be found attractive by straight women or gay 
men; it somehow validates their masculinity, 
somehow validates their self-image as a man. 
But it also suggests that only straight women 
and gay men have the visual acuity to see and 
correctly identify maleness in the world. Con-
versely, this would seem to indicate that only 
straight men and lesbians can correctly identify 
women and femaleness in the world. I just don’t 
believe that there is anything to confirm or vali-
date this kind of assumption.

The question of realness and whether I’m seen 
or not seen by my partner is also at the heart of 
my response to another query that I frequently 
receive when someone first discovers that I 
didn’t transition until I was almost 40 years old.

People want to know why it took me so long 
to come out as transgender. Personally, I think 
one of the major reasons that I didn’t feel it 
necessary to declare my trans gender earlier was 
because of Diane. I feel like my wife has always 
seen the “real me.”

Maybe she and I didn’t start out with the 
understanding that those aspects of the “real 
me” demonstrated that I was more appropriately 
identified as a trans man then as a lesbian, but 
she always saw my true essence. Whether you 
want to call it a soul or something else, Diane 
saw the real me and she recognized and vali-
dated my masculinity in a way that allowed me 
to exist in the world in a female body without 
going crazy.

While I never felt entirely comfortable in 
my skin, with Diane I had 
long periods of time where I 
could forget that my external 
self didn’t reflect my internal 
truth—until I passed a mirror 
or had some other reminder of 
my female-bodiedness.

I felt seen and validated and 
loved by Diane even when my 
body was misrepresenting me 
and rendering me invisible to 
the rest of the world. So why 
should I now think that Diane 
has become blind to my truth, 
post-transition? Why would I 
think that now that my male-
ness is visible to the rest of 
world she would suddenly see 
femaleness instead?

This doesn’t mean that our transition as a cou-
ple was never a struggle. Of course it was. But 
the truth is that part of that struggle comes not 
from the inherent issues that arise in such a life-
changing event. Part of it comes from the fact 
that other people project their concerns, preju-
dices, and issues upon transitioning couples.

When we first announced my new trans iden-
tity and told others I’d be transitioning from fe-
male to male, a surprising number of our closest 
friends and family members expressed their utter 
certainty that we would not survive as a couple 
because “Diane is a lesbian.”

One of the milestones about achieving true 
marriage equality will be in gaining validation 
of same-sex relationships on par with their 
straight counterparts. Because the truth is that 
even our own community hasn’t always done a 
great job of supporting, validating, and helping 
to maintain long-term LGBT relationships. This 
is changing dramatically of course, at least for 
same-sex couples.

But for many trans people, coming out still 
carries at the very least the fear that their re-
lationship will end. There is an expectation 
that the relationship will end. That expectation 
emanates from societal forces. It seems present 
whether you’re coming from a queer or straight 
relationship. Some part of it is internalized but 
other people make it very clear that they expect 
you will break up because one of you is transi-
tioning.

No one tells you at that point that “Love Is 
Love.”

So as we celebrate the Supreme Court victories 
and herald in an age of marriage equality, let us 
not forget that some relationships in our com-
munity are still fighting for validation. In addi-
tion to trans people, I’d say that many bisexuals 
are also still fighting for the greater society, and 
the LGBT community specifically, to recognize 

their relationships as having the same validity 
and value as anyone else’s.

Although I believe wholeheartedly that Diane 
has seen the real me throughout our relation-
ship. I also acknowledge that I have become a 
different person because of hormone therapy, 
testosterone has made me into a different per-
son and this naturally puts unusual stresses on 
our relationship.

For example, testosterone literally thickens 
your skin, and it seems to have a similar effect 
on emotions. My emotions are now muted, as 
though there is now a barrier between me and 
them or between me and the rest the world. My 
emotions are cushioned, less battered by exter-
nal forces.  Diane has had to adjust to these dif-
ferences, to the way testosterone has altered my 
personality and my communication styles, but I 
still believe that she sees the “real me.”

In fact, I know she now truly sees me as a 
man, in a way she did not before my transition.

I know this not because she tells me, but 
because she demonstrates it, dozens of times 
throughout the day. Sometimes it is in very sub-
tle, nearly imperceptible cues. And other times 
in ways that are blatant (and often unintend-
edly hilarious) in demonstrating just how far the 
belief in my manhood has penetrated into her 
subconscious.

One night we were watching television and 
a commercial came on, revealing dire statistics 
about the number of men who die each year, 
basically because they are too embarrassed to 
get a prostate exam.

Diane turned to me with utter seriousness and 
concern and asked, “Have you had a prostate 
exam?”

I shook my head.
“Oh, my God,” she said. “You’re over 40 and 

need to have one, right away.”
I started laughing.
“What?” she asked. “It isn’t funny!”
But it was. Because, as someone who was born 

female-bodied, I don’t even have a prostate.
Diane knows this.
But she has so accepted my maleness that she 

forgot I was different from other men. She has 
accepted this not just in principle but in the 
deepest parts of her subconscious mind. She has 
accepted my maleness not as something artifi-
cial or created but as utterly natural and all-
encompassing.

So I know that Diane sees me as a man. If she 
can continue to see herself as a lesbian, even 
though she is married to a man, who am I to 
dissuade her? After all, I continue to see myself 
as part of the LGBT community even though I’m 
a man in a relationship with a woman. Diane 
continues to identify as queer, as a lesbian, 
sometimes clarifying it by saying perhaps she’s 
a bisexual-identified lesbian or as a lesbian-
identified bisexual. Either way, together, we 
continue to identify as a queer couple. And none 
of this makes me any less of a man.

Jacob anderson-Minshall is an author and 
journalist. He lives in los angeles with his 
wife, advocate editor-at-large Diane ander-
son-Minshall.

This article originally appeared in The 
advocate. See www.advocate.com/commen-
tary/2013/07/01/op-ed-being-married-
lesbian-doesn%e2%80%99t-make-me-less-
man?page=0,1.

Violets are blue ...Roses are red ...

Diane and Jacob anderson-Minshall. Photo by 
ezgi yurdakul

BeinG Married from page 39

Join us for Mass on
Sundays at 5pm
Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic Church for 40 years.

Claudia and Angelica
Trailblazers in the �ght for Marriage Equality

Dignity/Chicago members

At Dignit y/Chicago,  we a�rm
s a m e - s e x  u n i o n s  a s  l o v i n g ,
l i fe - giv ing,  and l i fe -a�rming.

http://www.dignity-chicago.org
http://www.jandee.com
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thedrakehotel.com     312.787.2200     

Destiny

O u r  t r a d i t i O n  w e l c O m e s  a l l  t r a d i t i O n s .  Make your commitment ceremony truly historic. The Drake 
Hotel offers timeless elegance, unmatched personal service, and a connection to tradition that no other Chicago venue can 
match. Luxuries of the past. Amenities of the present. Hopes for the future.

http://www.thedrakehotel.com
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Scott Fiero 

scott@tristarcatering.com    150 S. Wacker Dr. Chicago, IL 60606    312.368.8266 
 

Weddings/Unions  Graduations  Holidays  Corporate Events  
Make all activities pertaining to food and eating pleasurable ones  

Will you marry me?
       I’ll always be true.

1425 W. Diversey Pkwy
Wed 10-5, Thu-Fri 12-7, Sat 10-5

773-871-2222
jandee.com

GIA Certified in Diamonds, Colored Stones and Pearls

By reV. ireNe MoNroe 

I now have had ample 
time to recover—from 
both shock and in awe—
from the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s historic decisions 
announced in the final 
week of June.

My “awe” moment was 
June 26. It was a great 
day for me as a lesbian American. Historic deci-
sions in both Windsor v. United States and Hol-
lingsworth v. Perry were announced. Not only 
was DOMA finally struck down, but so, too, the 
anti-gay proponents of Proposition 8.

In a 5-4 decision the progressive and moder-
ate justices of the Supreme Court ruled Section 
3 of DOMA to be unconstitutional, declaring it 
as “a deprivation of the liberty of the person 
protected by the Fifth Amendment.” Finally, all 
same-gender married couples will be afforded 
the same 1,000 plus federal protections and 
benefits as opposite-gender couples.

The proponents of Prop 8 were finally told to 
cease and desist, meaning they no longer have 
legally a homophobic leg to stand on in terms 
of their anti-gay and obstructionist antics to 
appeal lower court rulings. California same-
gender couples no longer have to do an anxious 
and cautious walk to the alter worrying about 
state rulings yo-yoing them around.

My “shock” moments were June 24-25.
On June 24, the court, in a surprising 7-1 rul-

ing, sidestepped the hot-button issue of race 
by throwing Fisher v. University of Texas back 
to the lower courts for reconsideration.

The present-day argument against employing 
race-conscious admission policies as a peda-
gogical benefit for diversity is being usurped, 
at least in Texas, with debates that class-con-
scious admission policies would best achieve 
racial diversity. The Texas Top Ten Percent Plan 
purports to accept 10 percent of all high school 
graduating class to their universities. This pol-
icy works well so alleges the state. But Texas 
omits in telling you why: their neighborhoods 
and high schools are as unabashedly segre-
gated in 2013 as they were in 1954 when the 
historic Supreme Court Brown vs. Board of Ed. 
ruling, deemed segregated schools unconstitu-
tional.

On June 25, the Court hit with another hard 
blow. In a 5-4 vote from a glaringly ideologi-
cally divided court, the lifeline and heart and 
soul of the historic 1965 Voting Rights Act 
(VRA) was gutted.

The court ruled that Section 4 of the VRA is 
outdated. Section 4 historically protected Afri-
can-Americans and other disenfranchised peo-
ple of color. The ruling contests a fictive post-
racial premise that racial minorities, especially 

in the South, no longer confront discriminatory 
barriers voting. At the time, the 1965 VRA ap-
plied to nine states in South: Alabama, Alaska, 
Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, Texas and Virginia.

But voter suppression is alive and well today.
Just last year, Florida deliberately reduced 

days available for early voting, making it dif-
ficult for voters to cast their ballots who re-
located to different counties within the state. 

And in Maryland, 2010 gubernatorial Repub-
lican candidate Bob Ehrlich “hired a consultant 
who advised that ‘the first and most desired 
outcome is voter suppression,’ in the form of 
having “African-American voters stay home.’” 

As a member of one of the early generations 
to benefit from the gains of the African-Amer-
ican civil rights movement of the last century, 
these rulings hit hard. Many of us in the LGBTQ 
community are outraged. But a GLAD (Gay & 
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders) board member 
and beloved ally to greater Boston knows the 
reality of voter suppression first hand. 

“This ruling was an enormous setback for the 
hard fought for civil rights gains of the past. 
My home state of Alabama is one of those 
states that continues to try and block voting 
access, but those efforts has been substantially 
hampered by the provisions contained in the 
VRA” Jo Davis wrote in an email blast.

While many of us would like to think voter 
suppression only happens in the South, let me 
disabuse you of the notion. Scores of counties 
and municipalities in the North—like NYC, the 
Bronx and my borough of Brooklyn—that was 
also covered in the 1965 VRA, and will now be 
greatly impacted.

If the court thinks the VRA is outdated, it 
only needs to read Huffington Post blogger Ju-
dith Brown Dianis’ “Top 10 Voter Suppression 
Moments of 2012” that overwhelming affected 
people of color.

The Supreme Court rulings force LGBTQ peo-
ple of color, like myself, to reside a bifurcated 
reality in terms of full civil rights protections.

With advances such as hate crime laws, the 
repeal of the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” 
the legalization of same-sex marriage in many 
states, DOMA struck down, Prop 8 overturned, 
and anti-gay sentiment being viewed as a na-
tional concern, the LGBTQ movement has come 
a long way since the first Pride marches four 
plus decades ago. Many note the perceived 
distance the LGBTQ community has traveled in 
such a short historic time—from a disenfran-
chised group on the fringe of America’s main-
stream to a community now on the verge of full 
equality. But not all members of our community 
have crossed the finish line.

Will the LGBTQ community help those of us—
like me—who are left behind?

Black, Gay and living in a 
‘Voting rights-no, 
Gay Marriage-yes’ World

BOOK REVIEW

Same-Sex Legal
Kit for Dummies
by Carrie Stone, JD and 
John G. Culhane, JD
$34.99; John Wiley & 
Sons; 366 pages and CD
By Terri SCHliCHeNMeyer
 
You know your rights.

You’ve watched enough TV to know that you 
have the right to remain silent. You have the 
Right to Party All Night. You have the right sides 
of the bed, the sofa, and seating arrangements 
at the table. 

But kidding aside, what are your legal rights? 
In Same-Sex Legal Kit for Dummies by Carrie 
Stone and John G. Culhane, you’ll learn some 
eye-opening rights … and wrongs. 

Fifty years ago, needing to know your rights 
as an LGBT individual would’ve largely been a 
moot point: there were no rights. Today, you 
have rights but since they seem to change daily, 
you might need help understanding them.

Take, for instance, marriage. 
Most states, of course, don’t recognize 

same-sex marriage and won’t honor a marriage 
performed in another state. The federal Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA) further “cripples” 
gay and lesbian marriage by “roping off” 
federally-granted rights that straight married 
couples enjoy, thus complicating tax returns, 
government benefits, immigration, and more. 

Expanding the mess created by DOMA, if a 
state doesn’t recognize your marriage or civil 
union, you may (or may not) still need a 
divorce, should you split with your ex-beloved. 
Other issues boggle the mind: what if you’re 
bisexual, and you marry a same-sex partner in 
a right-to-marry state? Could you—without 
divorce—legally marry an opposite-sex partner 
in a state that doesn’t recognize your first 
wedding? 

Once you’ve untangled partnership legalities, 
it’s natural that you’d want to create a family. 
There are several ways to bring children into 
your household, and the authors have advice 
on protecting the rights of all concerned. You’ll 
also get tips on dealing with bullying, schools, 

and nosy neighbors.
Know where to seek help to combat 

discrimination. Know what to do if you’re 
refused housing based on your sexual 
orientation. Learn how to mesh finances, 
protect joint assets, and buy a house with a 
partner. Find out how to ensure your rights 
on medical issues. And, though you hope you 
never need it, learn the right way to dissolve 
your “legal LGBT relationship.”

And now you know why you need Same-Sex 
Legal Kit for Dummies. 

Yes, it’s all complicated, but Stone and 
Culhane attempt to make it just a little less 
so by giving readers a broad overview of the 
important issues, starting with marriage. 

Since that’s not the only LGBT issue in the 
courts, however, Stone and Culhane also cover 
wills and trusts, health directives, power-of-
attorney issues, immigration and many issues 
relating to LGBT families and children. Also 
helpful are a CD that includes forms and sample 
documents, and a section called “The Part of 
Tens,” in which you’ll get tips on things that 
are not necessarily legalities, but are useful 
nonetheless. 

Overall, this is a handy book, and a good 
start for those times when something’s amiss, 
legally speaking. True, it’s not a replacement 
for an actual lawyer, but if you think having 
Same-Sex Legal Kit for Dummies would be good 
to have around, you know you’re right.

Serving the community with pride!

http://www.tristarcatering.com
http://www.jandee.com
http://www.beanblossomproductions.net
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Call Kenneth Woodman at 312.447.8344  
www.entertainingcompany.com

 
Now We Have a Reason to Celebrate

A palate of artisan ingredients,  
global traditions and colorful settings  
make the possibilities endless in the 

“social” celebration spectrum.  
Entertaining Company embraces our  
always original “no-boundaries” roots  
and will design a one-of-a-kind party  

for you and your guests that will be so….you.  
Our approach to event and menu design  

showcases and borrows “best of” influences  
from traditional to trend, simple to exotic – 

 in food, drink, décor and setting. 

Commitment Ceremonies • Corporate 
Social • Holiday • Galas • Weddings 

 
 

Today, Tomorrow  
and Forever

SAVE THE DATE NOTICES
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GIFTS FOR YOUR WEDDING PARTY
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BOXES

For Your Wedding Day

www.totalpromote.com

Contact: David L. Strzepek 
David@totalpromote.com

Phone:773-505-7794

Your Wedding  
at Unity Lutheran 

Make your wedding dreams come true at  

Unity Lutheran Church, Balmoral at Magnolia, Andersonville. 

Same-gender and opposite-gender weddings.  

Multi-cultural, LGBTQ friendly,  

community involved congregation.  

Call 773-878-4747  

Pastor Fred Kinsey ~ Associate Pastor John Roberts  
unitylutheranchicago.org

http://www.totalpromote.com
http://www.unitylutheranchicago.org
http://www.jandee.com
http://www.entertainingcompany.com


By Terri-lyNNe walDroN

The haunting voice of singer/songwriter/poet/
spoken-word artist Mary Lambert on the pro-gay 
marriage song “Same Love,” by Macklemore & 
Ryan Lewis, is filled with restraint and under-
stated elegance. Lambert is a survivor of so many 
tragedies that one might expect her music to be 
an angry soundtrack to her life. Although she 
does wear her heart on her sleeve, she draws 
one in with thought-provoking lyrics that act 
as a quiet storm against the past and present 
traumas in her life.

windy City Times: your music and 
voice brings me to tears, especially on your 
new song “She Keeps Me warm.”

Mary Lambert: You’re going to make me cry! 
Thank you.

wCT: you are a self-confessed crier. 
ML: In the last year or so, I cry most of the 

time because I am so happy and overwhelmed 
with the beauty of life and of humanity and how 
supportive people are. I think I’m just really em-
pathetic so when I see someone in pain or when 
someone is overwhelmed with happiness, too, 
I am so there with them and I’m feeling every-
thing they’re feeling.

wCT: Did you write the chorus for Same 
love before turning it into “She Keeps Me 
warm?” 

ML: I wrote the chorus specifically for Same 
Love and that was where everything start-
ed. There’s something I wanted to say that 
wasn’t political and I just wanted to write a 
love song that happened to be about a woman. 
It’s not for the purpose of writing a lesbian love 
song; I’m just being honest about the way that 
I’m writing.

wCT: How did you come to work with the 
hip-hop duo? 

ML: We have a mutual friend, Hollis Wong-
Wear, and she is the singer and songwriter for 
their song White Walls and we did spoken word 
poetry together. I got a call from her in the 
morning and I wrote the hook for Same Love in 
about two hours, went to the studio that day 
and recorded it that night and the rest is his-
tory.

wCT: “She Keeps Me warm” is, like, the 
next phase after “Same love,” where the 
couple got married and now they are living 
comfortably in their relationship.

ML: That’s what I think it is, too. It’s sort of 
post-politics at the base of it all and something 
that we need to remind ourselves that connects 
us to each other is this universal love. Every-
body has had their exciting attraction and their 
first crush on somebody.

wCT: in the song “Body love,” you talk 
about body image and self-acceptance. Do 

you still struggle with that today?
ML: I starting realizing that I was being self-

destructive when I was 19. I was partying really 
hard and I was running my body into the ground 
and I was ready to die. I hated my body, I didn’t 
feel attractive and no one wanted me. So I was a 
cutter for awhile and I’ve always had issues with 
eating and food and I’ve always been a heavy 
drinker and at the time I was doing a lot of co-
caine and screwing up my life. 

I was also being very promiscuous because if 
anybody wanted me then I felt validated. It’s so 
sad and I realized that I was not alone in that 

and almost every single woman I knew was re-
acting in a similar destructive way without rec-
ognizing it and realizing that their validity was 
contingent upon an attraction to another per-
son. And I don’t know if I have all the answers 
and I’m still navigating that because I still go 
through issues with my body and things don’t al-
ways fit right and I feel self-conscious at times. 

But in general, I’ve come to this beautiful 
place of self-worth and love of my own body and 
I recognize that I’m a fat girl, but I have a great 
butt and I feel very attractive and it’s not just 
because someone else thinks I’m cute.

wCT: Tell me about the process of coming 
out.

ML: When I met my first girlfriend I was 17 
and everything made sense and I was like, “Holy 
cow! Why isn’t everybody a lesbian? They should 
be because it’s awesome and I’m totally in love 
with this girl!” So basically it was; I like this girl 
and I’m going to be her girlfriend and that was 
the end of the story.

wCT: your songs are not political, but do 
you think that you’ve changed people’s views 
about gays and lesbians?

ML: That’s a big statement and it’s hard for 
me to swallow that and say that I’ve changed 
someone’s opinion about a group of people. I 
got an email from a 60-year-old white woman in 
the South, which is the demographic of someone 
who would be homophobic in general. She said 
that after listening to “Same Love,” her opinions 
changed. It’s one step and it’s not the solution 
to everything but I feel that it’s a little victory.

For more on Mary lambert, go to www.
marylambertsings.com.
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Lesbian singer Mary Lambert 
on ‘Same Love,’ tough life

Mary lambert. Publicity photo

Donald B. Boyd, Jr., 
Family law
232 S. lathrop ave., Forest Park, 
ill.
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
 Specializing in civil unions, LGBT is-
sues, divorce/wills/trusts, real estate 
closings, custody violation, and child 
support. Free initial consultation. Eve-
ning and weekend appointments avail-
able. Major credit cards accepted.

Bean Blossom Prod.
www.BeanBlossomProductions.net
773-727-5642
Special event videos/photos for 
weddings, civil unions, social 
gatherings, team events and much more.  
Serving the community with Pride! 

Chicago Botanic 
Gardens
Broadway United Methodist 
Private and Corporate events 
office: (847) 835-8370
www.chicagobotanic.org
events@chicagobotanic.org
At the Chicago Botanic Garden, your 
event springs to life amid a backdrop 
of pure beauty and serenity. This world-
renowned cultural destination is the per-
fect venue for your wedding, reception, 
and rehearsal dinner. From the simple 
to the sublime, we have something for 
every taste!

Dignity Chicago
Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org
 At Dignity/Chicago, we affirm same 
– sex unions as loving, life-giving, and 
life-affirming. Proud to be an inclusive 
Catholic Church for 40 years. Join us for 
Mass on Sundays at 5pm.

The Drake
312-787-2200 
thedrakehotel.com
 Our tradition welcomes all traditions. 
Make your commitment ceremony truly 
historic. The Drake Hotel offers timeless 
elegance, unmatched personal service, 
and a connection to tradition that no 
other Chicago venue can match. Luxuries 
of the past. Amenities of the present. 
Hopes for the future.  

Mother Jubi Dutcher, 
officiant
773-946-7318
revtjdutcher@gmail.com
 A ceremony you’ll never forget!
When you’re planning your commitment 
ceremony, call Mother Jubi Dutcher to 
officiate. Your union is a sacrament. 

James e. elvord, awM, 
Financial advisor
rBC wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
 You’re a front-runner who spots trends 
a mile away, and you pride yourself on 
standing out from the crowd. At RBC 
Wealth Management, we know that a 
good portfolio is a reflection of your 
needs and goals. That’s why we work 
with you to create a comprehensive plan 
that works for you, with a wide range of 
flexible financial solutions.

entertaining Company
312-829-2800
www.entertainingcompany.com
 Entertaining Company, Chicago’s ca-
terer for 20 years, boldly designs every 
event, from vibrant wedding and com-
mitment ceremony catering to sparkling 
social event catering, including backyard 
barbeques and black tie galas. Entertain-
ing Company catering transports guests 
to a bold world of celebration inspired 
by a palate of artisan ingredients, global 
traditions and colorful settings.

Frank event Design
Frank J. andonoplas, Master 
Bridal Consultant 
5555 N. Sheridan rd., arcade 
level 
773-275-6804 
frank@frankeventdesign.com
www.frankeventdesign.com
  Named 2012 Event Planner of Year, 
Gala Award winner Frank J. Andonoplas 
has been designing and coordinating 
weddings for 20 years. He is one of 69 
Master Bridal Consultants worldwide, 
and prides himself on personalizing your 
wedding with incredible details you and 
your guests will be remember for a life-
time. 

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 w. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the community for 
40 years. Specializing in custom design. 
Jewelry repair, watch repair, appraisals, 
Certified GIA diamond supplier. Mention 
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and receive 
15% off your next in-store purchase or 
$100 off your custom ring order.

Keith House
1900 S. Prairie ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings and civil unions in the Near 
South Loop of Chicago. 1870s historic 
home, with beautiful original woodwork. 
Ten minutes from downtown, next store 
to the Women’s Park. Also available for 
corporate events, baby showers, meet-
ings, art shows, retreats, book launches, 
and more.

lighting by Fox
3524 N. Halsted St., Chicago
www.lightingbyfox.com
 Make your NEW life together brighter 
with Lighting by Fox! Now open at 3524 
N. Halsted St., you’ll find an extensive 
display of traditional to contemporary 
lighting to compliment your new begin-
nings. Visit www.lightingbyfox.com to 
see our showroom and our merchandise. 

Pine Manor
401 S. Pine St.
Mount Prospect, il 60056
rev. Pamela, wedding officiant
847-873-7463
GayweddingChicagoSite.com
 A romantic getaway with suburban 
hospitality: Pine Manor. This unique 
wedding venue offers an intimate, homey 
elegance perfect for a small guest list of 
30, or a private elopement to Chicago-
land’s Northwest suburbs. Catering to the 
unique needs of same-sex couples. Your 
ceremony, your way. Express your unique 
personality, beliefs and desires.

Total Promotions, inc.
Contact David Strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Special items for your wedding day: 
Favors, candles, thank you notes, invita-
tions, monogramed glasses, boxes, gifts 
and so much more. Any item that can be 
imprinted, David can get you the best 
prices.

Tri-Star Catering
150 S. wacker Drive, Chicago  
312-368-8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com
 After all, you should enjoy your event 
as much as your guests do. Tri-Star Ca-
tering is more than exceptional food 
tastefully presented. We take pride in 
creating the complete special event. 
Tri-Star takes the work and worry out of 
your busy schedule. Preparation, presen-
tation, perfection!

Tucker, inc.
5 S. wabash, Suite 507, Chicago 
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 Established 1935. Jewelry for every 
occasion. Celebrating marriage equality 
for all. Donald Strzepek, owner, proud to 
be part of the community.

Unity lutheran Chicago
773-878-4747
www.unitylutheranchicago.org 
 Make your wedding dreams come true 
at Unity Lutheran Church, Balmoral and 
Broadway, Edgewater. Same-gender and 
opposite-gender weddings. Multicultural, 
LGBTQ friendly, community involved con-
gregation. Pastor Fred Kinsey; Associate 
Pastor John Roberts. 

Gay and LesbianWedding Guide
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tucker, inc.
Chicago
Est. 1935

Jewelry for every occasion
Diamonds  *  Jewelry  *  Executive Gifts

Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

Donald Strzepek, proprietor
Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

HERS

HIS

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE

Evenings

www.chicagobotanic.org

One of the treasures of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County

AV130473 Evenings WCT 5 x 13.5.indd   1 6/25/13   11:44 AM

Wedding Guide

http://www.tuckercompany.net
http://www.chicagobotanic.org
http://www.keithhousechicago.com
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adVERTISE hERE
aDVerTiSe Here: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section 
for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-871-
7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or 
go to our website http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/placeaclassified.php.

anTIQuES

BuSInESS FOR SaLE
For Sale, THe HorToN Bay GeNeral STore located 
on Lake Charlevoix in Michigan has been lovingly 
restored and is ready to be taken to the next level.  This 
seasonal business has a successful tavern in the rear 
of the store serving Tapas. The second floor is being 
used as a B&B and a residence. See Photos here: www.
hortonbaygeneralstore.com/  Serious inquires only, 
contact Chip at 480-307-2549, hbgsclaud@gmail.
com (8/14/13-4)

VIdEOS

BEauTY SPa SERVICES
MeN SPa SerViCeS - Mens Custom Facial * Mens Waxing 
* Costume and Camouflage Make-Up * Body Wraps * 
Detoxing * Teeth Whitening. www.RitzyBlueSpa.com, 
312-985-7142. 40% off all Services Discount Code: 
GlBC (10/16/13-26)

CLEanInG SERVICES
CHeSTNUT CleaNiNG SerViCeS: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

DoroTHy will CleaN yoUr HoMe! I have 15 years 
experience in the community. Responsible, professional, 
honest, discrete. References available, Cleaning, laun-
dry, elder care, etc... Please call 773-488-1559 for 
Dorothy! (9/11/13-13)

CHiCaGolaND CleaNerS where it only takes ONE Call 
To Clean It ALL.  Carpet, Maids, Window, Gutters, Pres-
sure Washing and more.  Residential  & Commercial.  Li-
censed, Bonded and Insured. 847-699-2114 / www.
ChicagolandCleaners.com (7/16/14-52)

COunSELInG

CoUNSeliNG aND CliNiCal HyPNoTHeraPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  Starla r. Sholl, lCSw, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

SolUTioN FoCUSeD CoUNSeliNG For iNDiViDUalS 
aND CoUPleS by licensed therapist. Depression, 
anxiety, body image issues & relationship challenges. 
Safe, confidential setting in Lakeview. Sliding scale 
available. 773-528-1777 www.mychicagotherapist.
com (10/9/13-13)

hELP WanTEd
BUSiNeSS DeVeloPMeNT rePreSeNTaTiVe For PriDe 
iNSTiTUTe (Chicago) Join a team that truly makes a dif-
ference! PRIDE Institute is the nation’s first and leading 
provider of in-patient and out-patient programs devot-
ed exclusively to treating the mental health and chemi-
cal dependency needs of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) community. We are currently seek-
ing a Business Development Representative in the Chi-
cago area. This individual will develop and manage re-
lationships in the LGBT and Healthcare communities to 
foster growth of PRIDE Institute’s programs. Candidates 
should minimally have an undergraduate degree and 
ideally 5 years of experience working in one of PRIDE’s 
target communities. Sales or marketing background is 
preferred. This position may include up to 75% travel 
out of their home state. Success factors for this position 
include: growth and maintenance of a client census that 
represents an optimum mix of revenue, the effective 
use of budgetary and other resources to achieve maxi-
mum impact, the quality of relationships with referents 
and funders, and the reputation of PRIDE’s programs 
regionally and nationally. if you are interested in this 
position, please apply online by visiting: www.pride-
institute.com (7/31/13-1)

hOME IMPROVEMEnT
DeCK rePair aND STaiNiNG.  There is still time to 
clean and condition your deck.  We also do Painting, 
Carpentry, Tiling and Bathroom Remodeling.  “A” rat-
ing with Angie’s List, “A+” with BBB. Licensed-Bond-
ed-Insured, One year Warranty. Free estimates! andy 
onCall 773-244-9961. 847-328-3100 www.getandy.
com (9/10/14-56)

DaN MCiNTyre CoNSTrUCTioN aND PaiNTiNG, New 
BUFFalo, Mi. Serving Harbor country over 20 years. 
Licensed and insured. Remodeling, home maintenance. 
Interior and exterior painting, dry wall repair. Small 
jobs welcome. Call 269-469-6391. (10/23/13–13)

LEGaL SERVICES

MaSSaGE
FirST-ClaSS aSiaN Male MaSSeUr. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (1/22/14–26)

SERVICES aVaILaBLE
SToP yoUr ForCloSUre Now! WILLIAM H. RANSOM, 
Attorney at Law, CALL NOW (312) 953-9120 or whrlaw@
aol.com - 19 years Litigation Experience - Credit Cards 
accepted - Payment Plans available (9/25/13-26)

SPIRITuaLITY

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

By Jerry NUNN

Located a little east of Chicago’s Magnificent 
Mile, Saloon Steakhouse boasts some of the best 
meat in the country. While being a bit off the 
beaten shopping district path at 200 E. Chestnut 
St., this secret spot for steer lovers keeps thing 
quiet while making guests comfortable. Just 
head right behind the John Hancock building to 
the side of the Seneca Hotel. 
 It is a bit of a learning process so it is es-
sential to have a knowledgeable server to an-
swer questions and guide you. Chef Boris will 
even come out to help if someone needs a bit of 
hand-holding deciding what to order. The staff 
really knows how to make a guest feel at home.
 Start with the steak tartare, and the lobster 
avocado salad is a must-try. A tray is presented 
with cuts of meat that can be a bit overwhelm-
ing, although you can’t go wrong; it’s just a 
matter of taste. The 12-ounce Greg Norman Wa-

gyu contains marbling in the Kobe beef and is 
top of the line so start there and work your way 
forward. Who doesn’t love a dry aged cowboy? 
This ribeye is barely 21 and unforgettable. Sides 
are extra but necessary such as the au gratin 
potatoes with a spicy pepper jack cheese or 
creamed spinach brought in piping-hot. Go for 
the mountain of onion rings if you can scale it!
 For dessert, the white chocolate pretzel bread 
is a can’t miss opportunity to end things on 
a delicate note. Don’t be scared to pack other 
items up to go to make it to this finish line. 
 There are weekly drink specials to sip on, with 
$5 Thursday martinis and $5 house cabernets/

chardonnays on Tuesdays. The weekends contain 
a rare bargain with half-price bottles of wine 
and a $25 three-course prime-rib dinner. For 
entertainment don’t miss the tunes of a jazz 
duo to go along with your $5 Bloody Marys and 
mimosas on the last Saturday of every month. 

It sounds like a romantic ambiance for a date 
night. 
 This is the perfect spot for people who want to 
try a traditional steakhouse with a bit of breath-
ing room so call 312-280-5454 or visit www.sa-
loonsteakhouse.com to book a reservation. 

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

MONTHLY FREE XXX
CATALOGUE

NO COMPUTER NEEDED
LATEST RELEASES

GREAT PRICES
FREE SHIPPING

Mention WCT and get a
FREE XXX DVD
from a top studio!

1-800-722-4336
or write: RAD Video

3245 University Ave., #1515
San Diego, CA 92104

(offer valid for new costumers only free
DVD with signed certification form)

www.radvideo.com

WeeKly dininG GUide in 

saloon 
steakhouse

theDISH

ANTIQUE
& Collectible

MARKET
August 10 & 11

Sat 10-4; Sun. 8-3/ $7

Music • Bands • Meet Elvis
Early Buyers: 8am - 10am /$25

Lake County Fairgrounds
(1060 E. Peterson Road)

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

Plus! VINTAGE GUITARS,
PHONOGAPHS &VINYL

RECORDS

Wheaton...Legendary..Massive

ALL NIGHT
FLEA MARKET

Sat. Aug 17th • 4pm - 4am / $7
MEET GRISSLEY ADAMS

LIVE BANDS
Dupage County Fairgrounds
Wheaton (County Farm & Manchester)

Tour busses & New 
Vendors Welcome

VU
SUA

Fine Dining in the 
Heart of Lakeview

2925 N. Halsted St.
(773) 360-8816
www.vusuarestaurant.com for reservations

http://www.janesrestaurant.com
http://www.vusuarestaurant.com
http://www.zurkopromotions.com
http://www.radvideo.com
http://www.livingwellministries.net
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
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Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

SPIRITuaLITY

WIndOW TREaTMEnTS
woNDeriNG wHaT To Do wiTH THoSe wiNDowS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (8/29/13-26)

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL SERVICES
real eSTaTe iSSUeS? Buying – Selling – Leasing – Land-
lord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The Law 
Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway Street. 
(312) 492-4261. David@Fruehlaw.com. www.
Fruehlaw.com (4/16/14-52)

HOUSE FOR SALE
iMPeCCaBly UPDaTeD ClaSSiC BUNGalow 3Br/2Ba 
in historic & welcoming Indian Boundary Park neighbor-
hood.  Large landscaped yard & attached garage.  2600 
W. Coyle, Chicago. $479K.  Call Denis Girard, Keller 
williams Team 847-338-0933. www.chicagoreales-
tatepartner.com (8/7/13-2)

TWO BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
NorTH ParK NeiU area 3 BeDrooM or (2 PlUS) 
About 1500 sq. ft. Heat included. $1,400/month. Agent 
owned. North Park Lovely! Back Yard. 1st floor. Well lite 
and bright. Showings@CarrChicago.com (8/14/13-4)

REAL ESTATE 3 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • 2,143 sq ft • one floor • from $654,900

#BuyingIsTheNewBlack

jaw dropping style

sales Center & model:18 n. Carpenter, Chicago
Between Madison and Washington a few blocks west of Halsted

open daily 10–6  •  312.496.3424
CAonAdams.com

Introducing CA, Belgravia’s newest collection of city homes, located in the West Loop. 

Our boutique building offers eye popping space with its 3 bedroom condos featuring 

private elevator access, 10'5" ceilings, contemporary finishes and 2 balconies—plus, a 

limited number of private terrace and penthouse homes with roof decks. It’s no surprise 

that we’ve sold out three times before.

CA Condos on Adams is developed by CA IV LLC and is exclusively marketed by Belgravia Realty Group, LLC. 
Prices, square footage, features, and availability subject to change without notice. Developer License number 2271021

live happierExclusively marketed by

W E S T  L O O P
1116–1132 w. adams

Looking to Buy Smart 
For Both of You?    

Kings and Queens didn’t and don’t live in                  
single family homes. They lived and live  
in complexes largely paid for/managed                                     

by others. You can live in your 7610 sq.ft.,
grandfathered, SF with 3-flat on 

BEST corner lot in Roscoe Village 
and get up to $67K INCOME a year.

Only VASSALS PAY
ALL THE TRIBUTE to a BANK.

 

Go to 
www.Realtor.com 

Type 

60618 3456 N. Hoyne

WINDY CITY TIMES 
& CENTER ON HALSTED

A NEW LECTURE SERIES
PRESENTED BY

Lavender University is a 9-month lecture series featuring 
top academic and activist LGBTQs working on a wide 
range of research and interests. It is sponsored by Windy 
City Times and Center on Halsted.

$25 PER LECTURE
Tickets available in advance and at the door on space-available basis. Discounts available for multiple series purchases. 
Limited number of scholarship slots available.

All lectures at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., Chicago. For tickets, see https://community.centeronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity
For more information, please email: editor@windycitymediagroup.com or lkarlic@centeronhalsted.org

Sat., Sept. 7, 2013, 11am-1pm

JOHN D’EMILIO 
No Race-Baiting, Red-Baiting, or Queer-Baiting: The Marine 
Cooks and Stewards Union from Depression to Cold War
John D’Emilio teaches at the University of Illinois Chicago.  A pioneer in the field of the 
history of sexuality, he has written or edited more than half a dozen books, including 
a history of pre-Stonewall activism and a biography of Bayard Rustin.  A former Board 

chair of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, he was the founding director of its Policy Institute. In 
the 1930s, the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union became a multi-racial, left-wing, and queer-friendly 
labor union. How was this possible? What happened to the union? And why has this history not come 
down to us? Based on the research of Allan Berube, who was working on a history of the MCSU when 
he passed away unexpectedly in 2007, this talk with visuals will attempt to recreate this little known and 
inspiring episode in radical queer history.

Sat., Oct 12, 2013, 11am-1pm

E. PATRICk JOHNSON
Gathering Honey: 
Oral Histories of Black Southern Women 
Who Love Women
E. Patrick Johnson is the Carlos Montezuma Professor in the Department of 

Performance Studies and African American Studies, Northwestern University. As a follow-up to Sweet 
Tea: Black Gay Men of the South—An Oral History, E. Patrick Johnson has begun working on a new 
oral history on black lesbians of the South, tentatively entitled, Honeypot: Black Southern Women Who 
Love Women—An Oral History.  In his presentation, Johnson will discuss the challenges to conducting 
oral histories of black same-gender-loving women based not only on gender differences between his 
subjects and himself, but also the content of their stories. In addition, Johnson will share some of the 
women’s stories through performance.

THE FIRST TWO LECTURES IN THE SERIES

& present

http://www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org
http://www.caonadams.com
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Wed., Aug. 7
exhibit looks at Blacks and 1893 world’s 

Fair Why the Colored American Not in the 
World’s Columbian Exposition, an interac-
tive exhibition, examining Black Ameri-
cans’ contributions to the World’s Colum-
bian Exposition of 1893, is open through 
Oct. 11. 9am-4pm, African-American Cul-
tural Center at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Room 207, Addams Hall, 830 S. 
Halsted St., http://www.uic.edu 

Gay liberation Network meeting Chicago’s 
multi-issue, LGBT direct action group call-
ing attention to equality and liberation 
for LGBTs, against America’s wars, sup-
porting labor and immigrant rights, and 
more. 7pm-9pm, 312-543-7552, Berger 
Park Cultural Center, 6205 N. Sheridan Rd., 
http://www.gayliberation.net 

The Birds: Benefit performance with Tippi 
Hedren Actress Tippi Hedren makes a very 
special appearance at this pre-opening-
night fundraiser. Experience the sheer 
stabbing shock of The Birds, by David Cer-
da and Pauline Pang, a disturbing parody 
based on the screenplay by Evan Hunter. 
Directed by David Cerda and Jeffery 
Shields. Presented by Hell In a Handbag 
Productions. Tickets: $19-$35. The Coach 
House at Berger Park, 6205 N. Sheridan 
Rd. 7:30pm-10pm, The Coach House at 
Berger Park, 6205 N. Sheridan Rd., http://
www.brownpapertickets.com 

Q&a Trivia w/ Kwizmaster Kirk william-
son Join Nightspots’ own Kirk William-
son as he challenges the audience with a 
variety of questions while bartender Jeff 
serves up $5 Rokk cocktails. Get your team 
together, because the first place team re-
ceives a $25 @mosphere certificate. Drink 

prizes for second and third place teams 
as well. 8pm-10:30pm, Atmosphere Bar, 
5355 N. Clark St., http://www.facebook.
com/qatrivia 

lucy Smith Sings! at Katerina’s Autumn in 
Augusta presents an evening of blues, jazz 
& folk music. $10 cover; 8pm-11:30pm, 
773-348-7592, Katerina’s, 1920 W. Irving 
Park Rd., http://www.katerinas.com

Thursday, Aug. 8 
429inspire | Chicago Join Equality Ill-

linois and dot429 for conversation and 
cocktails as we kick off your Market Days 
weekend. Enjoy hosted Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka cocktails. $35 in advance or $45 
@ door benefiting Equality Illinois; 6pm-
9pm, Hotel Sax’s Crimson Lounge, 333 
N. Dearborn St., https://www.facebook.
com/events/224772887671502/; Tickets: 
http://bit.ly/18cj19l

Chicago Cornerstone event Supporting 
Point Scholars Meet and hear from Point 
Scholars and discover how you can help 
Point Foundation empower the next gen-

eration of LGBTQ leaders. 6pm-8pm, The 
James Hotel Chicago, 55 E Ontario St., 
http://www.pointfoundation.org/chicago 

a Cole Porter Songbook Cole Porter’s so-
phisticated music and notoriously witty 
lyrics come alive in unique Theo Ubique 
style; 7:30pm-9:30pm, 800-595-4849, No 
Exit Cafe, 6970 N. Glenwood Ave., http://
www.theo-u.org/ 

opening Night: The Birds Experience the 
sheer stabbing shock of The Birds, by 
David Cerda and Pauline Pang, a disturb-
ing parody based on the screenplay by 
Evan Hunter. Directed by David Cerda and 
Jeffery Shields. Presented by Hell In a 
Handbag Productions. Tickets: $19-$35. 
The Coach House at Berger Park, 6205 
N. Sheridan Rd. 7:30pm-10pm, 312-409-
4357, The Coach House at Berger Park, 
6205 N. Sheridan Rd., http://www.brown-
papertickets.com

Friday, Aug. 9
Macy’s Passport Presents Glamorama 

“Fashion in a New light” Nine-time 
Grammy Award winner Sheryl Crow and 
performance group Cirque du Soleil. $75 
for show only; $175 & $285 for show and 
after-party; $1,000 for the VIP show and 
after-party. (The after-party is on the Har-
ris’ rooftop terrace.) Presale for American 
Express card members runs May 30-June 
5; as of June 6, tickets will be sold at 
the Harris box office. 8pm, Harris Theater 
for Music and Dance, 205 E Randolph St.; 
www.macys.com/glamorama

laTrice royale kicks off Market Days 
weekend See RuPaul’s Drag Race su-
perstars LaTrice Royale and DiDa Ritz to 
kickoff the hot and heavy Market Days 
weekend. Two performances at 10:30 and 
11:30. $5 advance tickets, $10 at the 
door, $20 VIP tickets include hosted bar 
package 9-10 pm and meet-and-greet af-
ter the show. Dance with VJ Riley York and 
DJ Chester until 2. Shower contest starts 
at 12:30 with $150 in prizes. 9pm, Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave., http://
www.spin-nightclub.com

Mary’s old Skool Pre-Market Days Party 
In anticipation of the gay high holy days, 
DJ Moose will be working in all your past 
Old Skool faves who’ve appeared at Mar-
ket Days passed: Sheena Easton, Lisa Lisa 
& Cult Jam, Expose, Human League, The 
Pointer Sisters, The Cover Girls, Taylor 
Dayne, Kristine W, Gloria Gaynor, Jody 
Watley and much, much more. 9pm, Mary’s 
Attic, 5400 N Clark, Chicago, http://www.
hamburgermarys.com/chicago

The Plastics Ball A celebration of all things 
fake and funky. From Mexico, top DJ Alex 
Acosta spins. Performances by JuJuBee of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race and Gia Gunn. Hosted 

by Eddie Couture, Kim Chi, Sissy Spastik 
and Pearl. Presented by Anthony DiFiore 
and Damian Martin. Live botox injections 
administered by Concierge Mobile Medi-
cal Spa. evilOlive, 1551 W. Division St. 
10pm, http://www.showclix.com/event/
theplastics

Saturday, Aug. 10 
Nettelhorst French Market Enjoy the fresh-

est flowers, vegetables, fruits, breads, 
meats, and crafts from local farmers, at 
this weekly farmers market in the heart of 
Boystown. 8am-2pm, Chicago Nettelhorst 
French Market, 3252 N Broadway, http://
www.bensidounusa.com 

Northalsted Market Days The 32nd annual 
Northalsted Market Days, the largest two-
day street fair in the Midwest that takes 
place on Saturday & Sunday, Aug. 10-11. 
11am-10pm, 773-584-6631, Between 
Belmont and Addison on Halsted Street, 
http://www.chicagoevents.com

Jim Bussen: Celebration of life A Celebra-
tion of Life for Jim Bussen, hosted by 
Dignity/Chicago will be held. A reception 
will follow. Inquiries to dignitychicago@
gmail.com. 11am, Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church, 1650 W Foster Ave.

Public writing workshop NewTown Writers 
collaborates with nationally recognized 
poet Jennifer Karmin in an interactive 
writing workshop based on the theme 
of IDENTITY/WHO WE BECOME WHEN WE 
WRITE $4. ‘Like’ NewTown Writers on 
Facebook to learn more about our events. 
newtownwriters@gmail.com; 7pm, Outer 
Space Studio, 1474 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
http://www.newtownwriters.com

HiV+ mixer for Market Days A Meet and 
Greet Mixer for HIV+ persons and those 
who are POZ-friendly. A benefit for Mr. 
Friendly and TPAN; 9pm, 312-371-3225, 
Jackhammer, 6406 N Clark St.

Topside Press reading Topside Press is a 
new independent press with the intent 
of publishing authentic transgender nar-
ratives. Authors Kelli Dunham, Imogen 
Binnie, and Red Durkin, Katherine Scott 
Nelson and Riley Harris come together for 
a special free reading. 7pm-9pm, 312-
243-9070, Powell’s Bookstore 1218 S. Hal-
sted St., University Village, http://www.
powellschicago.com

Sunday, Aug. 11
Beers, Boys, Burgers, and Beats Who Needs 

A’s When You Can Get B’s! Beers, Boys, 
Burgers, and Beats at Roscoe’s. 11am-
11:45pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St, 
http://www.roscoes.com 

angelina ristorante “Gay Church” Brunch 
Known in Boystown as “Gay Church” this 
Sunday tradition brings cute people & 
tasty food together! Join Zany Philip, 
Straight Graham, Cute Bryan, Bottle-Pop-
ping Justin, Pretty Teresa, Charming Dan-
iel, Super Model Jayson, and Benny the 
Harry Potter look-a-like for this loud and 
delicious celebration. CASH ONLY; 11am-
2:30pm, Angelina Ristorante, 3561 N 
Broadway, http://www.angelinaristorante.
com/

Market Days yacht Party The team behind 
Neverland is taking Market Days to a whole 
new level with a yacht party on a 350-pas-
senger private yacht with surround-sound 
BOSE speakers for a dance party on the 
lake. 5:30pm-10pm, 773-883-1029, Navy 
Pier, 600 E Grand Ave., http://www.show-
clix.com/event/marketdays

Prime Timer Social Entertainment, Ed Berg-
er, Banjo Player. BYOB, $1.00 setup. Cost: 
$20 members and guests. 6pm social hour. 
7pm, Ann Sather , 909 W Belmont Ave., 
http://www.chicagoprimetimers.org

Madonnarama: The Birthday edition Cele-
brate Madge’s 27th 29th birthday with DJ 
Riley York. 10pm, Berlin Nightclub, 954 W 
Belmont Ave., http://www.berlinchicago.
com

Monday, Aug. 12 
Keep it Cute: The Market Days afterhours 

event The party continues at this sexy 
warehouse loft space from 4am to noon 
(after Alegria). Free shuttles from Alegria 
and host hotel. Featuring daybreak beats 
from DJ Phil DaBeatz. Presented by An-
thony DiFiore and Damian Martin. Lacuna 
Artist Loft Studios, 2150 S. Canalport; 
4pm, Lacuna Artist Loft Studios, 2150 S. 
Canalport (5B-5), http://www.showclix.
com/event/keepitcute 

GlBT loop People Join the funnest GLBT 
group that meets in the Loop near the bar 
for drinks and/or dinner. An organizer will 
be there until at least 7:30, so don’t worry 
about being late. 6pm-8pm, Berghoff Bar, 
17 W Adams St., http://www.meetup.
com/glbtloop/events/132093112/ 

Tuesday, Aug. 13
love Fest Got Talent Chicago Black Gay 

Men’s Caucus (CBGMC) hosts. Unknown 
talents from the LGBT community will be 
judged by local celebrities and a live au-
dience to determine what acts will move 
on to compete on-stage for a chance to 
win $500 at our ninth annual Love Fest 
on Aug. 25 in Jackson Park. To enter, send 
your name, age, talent, photo to love-
festgottalent@gmail.com. 6:30pm, ROOM 
43, ROOM 43, Bronzeville, http://gopride.
com/z8oi 

alternate endings: Collaborative options 
for Strong lGBTQ Families Discussion on 
collaborative options for divorce for LG-
BTQ by a panel of experienced attorneys 
and collaborative law fellows evaluate the 
Collaborative Divorce Model as a means of 
providing options for a peaceful divorce 
without litigation. Free. Info: Jane Merril, 
legal@centeronahlsted.org; 7pm, 773-
472-6469, ext.412, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted St.

Wed., Aug. 14 
lost in Space: alCC’s annual Summer Par-

ty Join AIDS Legal Council of Chicago for 
its annual summer benefit. Lost in Space 
will offer attendees a chance to explore 
the galaxies through amazing cocktails, 
food, and prizes, plus a spectacular si-
lent auction with more than 150 items 
from businesses from across Chicagoland. 
6pm-9pm, 312-608-5697, Sidetrack, 3349 
N Halsted St, Chicago, http://www.aids-
legal.com; Tickets: http://www.lostins-
pace2013.eventbrite.com

Thursday, Aug. 15
Transformative Justice & The Trayvon 

Martin Case: a Consideration Discus-
sion of the not-guilty verdict in the trial 
of George Zimmerman for killing 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin. Register online. 6pm-
8pm, Jane Addams Hull House Museum 
800 S. Halsted St., http://trayvonmartin-
justice.eventbrite.com/

SHERYL THING

Sheryl Crow will perform at 
Macy’s Passport Presents 
Glamorama at the Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance, 
205 e. randolph St.

PR photo

Friday, Aug. 9

Get

online

: windyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

REMEMBERING JIM

a celebration of Jim 
Bussen’s life will take 
place at ebenezer 
lutheran Church.

Photo by Hal Baim

Saturday, Aug. 10

WINDY CITY
TIMES

Brought to you by the combined efforts of

SHADY BEHAVIOR
Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 10-11
Northalsted Market Days will take place this weekend 
in Boystown.

Photo from last year’s event by Jerry Nunn
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“I want to find a man, but it’s hard with all 
the traveling I do. I really want to start going 
on dates and I’ve asked my friends to set me up 
with a good man—if they can find one.”—Susan 
Boyle thinks she’s single because of her busy 
travel schedule. Yeah, that’s why.

We often hear “everything old is new again,” 
but I never expected this saying would per-
tain to gay marriage. Records from the Chris-
tian church indicate that quite a few same-sex 
unions were performed as early as 100 AD. 
They’re sure of the year because Joan Rivers 
was the flower girl! Back then, marriage was ap-
parently less about procreating and more about 
sharing property and money—imagine that! So 
much for people arguing that same-sex marriage 
will forever change the definition of marriage. 
Seems like it’s changed a few times already.

The pope also appears to have some ideas con-
trary to popular Catholic rhetoric. After celebrat-
ing a mass on Copacabana Beach in Rio, he was 

asked by reporters about gay priests. His answer 
was, “If someone is gay and he searches for the 
Lord and has good will, who am I to judge him?” 
When specifically asked about gay marriage, he 
said, “You know perfectly well the position of 
the church.” These two statements kinda tell me 
that he may not be on the same page as the 
church. He better be careful—the last Pope who 
didn’t toe the line ended up with a toe tag!

As I’ve said for eons, with gay marriage comes 
gay divorce. Last week, it was Jane Lynch. This 
week, it’s Cheyenne Jackson. The sexy star of 
stage, screen and television had been with part-
ner Monte Lapka for 11 years before they got 
married in 2011. After a source told reporters 
that the couple had been living separate lives, 
Cheyenne’s rep released a statement: “Cheyenne 
Jackson and his husband Monte Lapka have 
mutually decided to divorce. It is an amicable 
parting and, understandably, a private matter.” 
Since private matters had already been dis-
cussed publicly, Cheyenne chatted with SiriusXM 
host Frank DeCaro about reports that he was in 

AA: “I started my recovery last summer and it 
became something I really wanted to focus on 
in my life, and repairing relationships with my 
family and such. So this is a really strong, beau-
tiful time for me, personally. It also is a very 
sad time because I’m going through a divorce. 
But, yeah, I mean you know, some members of 
my family didn’t even know I was in Alcohol-
ics Anonymous. So that was pretty f*cked-up to 
have people find out that way.”

Sexy Jay Manuel was a guest co-host on The 
View last week and for the first time spoke open-
ly about his sexual orientation. Not surprisingly, 
he’s gay. What took me aback is that he’s been 
in a relationship for the past 19 years and got 
married last year. We don’t know much about his 
partner except that his name is Alton Johnson 
and he’s a VP at Pfizer. Oh, and we do have some 
photos of them which we’ll post on BillyMasters.
com.

Anderson Cooper has a stalker, and he’s one 
of those scary stalkers. Alex Hausner is a self-
described gay, Jewish, white supremacist who 
is also a former psychiatric patient—sounds like 
Andy hit the stalker trifecta. For the past five 
years, Hausner has been obsessed with Coop and 
last month he was arrested when he attempted 
to break into the newscaster’s apartment. Se-
curity footage shows him kicking on the door 
screaming, “I’m going to f*ck you up”—which 
under different circumstances might have been 
appealing. In court, Hausner claims that Andy 
and Cooper’s beau, Benjamin Maisani, have ac-
tually been pursuing him. “I can prove from my 
sources that his boyfriend has sent people after 
me. He’s a thug and a mongrel,” Hausner said. 
Be that as it may, Hausner is being held in lieu 
of $75K bail and is awaiting trial for felony first-
degree menacing and misdemeanor harassment 
and stalking.

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Lars in 
Milwaukee: “You’ve said you’re a big Y&R [‘Young 
and the Restless’] fan. How could you not have 
written about Carmine, the mega-hot guy who 
has been terrorizing Lauren? He’s absolutely gor-
geous. Is he related to Joe Manganiello? They 
look like they could be brothers.”

Since Big Mama Masters is a devotee of CBS 
soaps, I grew up always having them on in the 
house. When I first moved to L.A., I became 
friends with many Y&R castmates—including 
the ageless Tracey E. Bregman. During her de-
cades on the soap, her character of Lauren has 
been tormented by many people, but none as 
stunning as Carmine, played by Marco Dapper. 
He’s not related to Joe Manganiello, but I under-
stand the comparison. You might recognize Dap-
per from his previous work, most notably Eating 
Out 2: Sloppy Seconds. In this flick, he not only 
had gay sex, but he also showed all. If you think 
he’s impressive from the waist up, wait till you 
see him from the waist down—he’d make Jeff 
Stryker jealous. And you can see every inch of 
him on BillyMasters.com.

Could it be that a certain ravenous and ran-
dy lad has posted his privates online? So say 
sources who claim that the mysterious member 
was liberated to land the single guy some no-
strings-attached fun. The photo of his impres-
sive appendage also confirms that the carpet 
does indeed match the drapes—at least the 
drapes that God gave him.

When I’m featuring a blind item who is straight 
but not narrow, it’s definitely time to end yet an-
other column. Naturally, the photo of the mys-
tery penis will pop up on www.BillyMasters.com, 
the site that never holds anything back. Well, 
I did hesitate to mention rumors of Cheyenne 
already having a new beau out in WeHo. But, 
like the Pope, who am I to judge? Of course, that 
won’t stop me from sharing my opinion on virtu-
ally any topic. Just send your questions along 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before Cooper’s stalker gets cast on 
Y&R! Until next time, remember, one man’s filth 
is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Cheyenne Jackson’s life has undergone some 
changes, Billy says. 
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By TraCy BaiM

The National Gay & Lesbian Sports Hall of Fame officially launched 
in Chicago Aug. 2 with an induction ceremony at the Center on 
Halsted.
 Bill Gubrud was inspired to create the Hall of Fame after years of 
doing an Out at Wrigley event for LGBT Cubs fans.
 While the biggest names being inducted into the Hall of Fame 
were unable to attend the ceremony, the event attracted several 
dozen supporters and a few of the honorees, including former Ma-
jor League Umpire Dave Pallone, sports journalist Christina Kahrl 
and out lacrosse player Andrew Goldstein.
 Laura Ricketts, co-owner of the Chicago Cubs, accepted the Hall 
of Fame induction of the Cubs, and Kurt Dahl accepted on be-
half of the Federation of Gay Games and a separate award for Gay 
Games founder Dr. Tom Waddell. Cyd Ziegler accepted the award for 
Outsports, an LGBT sports website he co-founded. Several induc-
tions were given posthumously, including for Waddell.
 The National Gay & Lesbian Sports Hall of Fame complete list of 
2013 inductees is: Gay Games, Outsports.com, Chicago Cubs, In-
ternational Gay Rodeo Association, Anheuser Busch, Chris Kluwe, 

Brendon Ayanbadejo, Ben Cohen, Dave Pallone, Justin Fashanu, LZ 
Granderson, Christina Kahrl, Dr. Tom Waddell, Chuck Dima, Jerry 
Pritikin, Dave Kopay, Glenn Burke, Renee Richards, Billie, Jean 
King, Martina Navratilova, Greg Louganis, Patty Sheehan, Andrew 
Goldstein, Jason Collins, Orlando Cruz and Johnny Weir.
 TJ Chernick of Gay Chicago TV was emcee for the ceremony.
 “The National Gay and Lesbian Sports Hall of Fame’s mission is 
to recognize both individuals and organizations whose achieve-
ments and efforts have enhanced sports and athletics for the LGBT 
community,” Gubrud said in prepared statement. “In addition, the 
Hall of Fame will preserve the history of LGBT individuals who have 
impacted professional and amateur sports and provide outreach 
and education to the sporting world so that LGBT youth all across 
the nation feel welcome and safe to participate in any and all 
athletic-related activities.”
 Out at Wrigley, on Aug. 3, was featured two rainbow gay pride 
flags from the upper deck of the stadium, making the Chicago Cubs 
the second-ever men’s professional sports team to hang the pride 
flag at a Gay Day game (the first being the Seattle Mariners June 
30).
 More photos are available at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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Honorees, from left: Dave Pallone, Kurt Dahl (for Gay Games), andrew Goldstein, Christina Kahrl, Jerry Pritikin, ed Barry (for int’l 
Gay rodeo assn.), Cyd Ziegler (outsports) and laura ricketts (Cubs). Photo by Hal Baim

Sports Hall of Fame launched

The National Gay & lesbian Sports Hall of Fame board of directors. Photo by Hal Baim
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