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What is it GooD foR?
by yasmin nair

The word “queer” has been around since the 16th cen-
tury and at first meant simply something out of order, 
mis-aligned, with occasional references to mental dis-
orders. Over the years, it gradually took on a term of 
abuse directed at those considered sexually deviant. 

In more recent years, “queer” has been reclaimed by 
many as both a symbol of defiance and empowerment. 

But the term is a contested one, with some segments 
of the LGBT community insisting that the word can only 
be a slur, a reminder of violent homophobia. Others use 
it as an umbrella term, in lieu of the “alphabet soup” 
that’s often used to evoke a community so complex that 
no term seems capacious enough. 

As Pride 2013 approaches, “queer” has been a part of 
the LGBTQ lexicon for nearly 30 years. Televisions shows 
like Queer Eye for the Straight Guy and Queer as Folk 
have been enormously popular, and it would seem that 
the word is well on the way to acceptance. 

Yet, mainstream newspapers still don’t use the term, 
preferring “gay and lesbian” or “LGBT.” (If the Q is 
left in, it’s explained as “questioning” and sometimes 
“queer.”) 

Windy City Times took a look at the use and re-uses 
of “queer,” with an eye to understanding what it means 
for those who choose it as a self-identifier. Who’s queer 
today? Does queer go beyond sexuality and gender 
identity? What does it mean for anything or anyone to 
be queer? 

The origins of “queer”
The first uses of “queer” as a way to push back against 

its implied stigma came about in the early 1990s. A 
1990 conference at the University of Santa Cruz was 
defiantly titled “Queer Theory.”

At the same time, “queer” was a term used by various 
activists groups, including Queer Nation. Several mem-
bers of various LGBT grassroots organizations, like ACT 
UP, also openly identified as “queer.” 

Still reeling from a devastating AIDS epidemic, AIDS 
activists in particular used “queer” to indicate their de-
fiance of a homophobic political system that allowed 
the deaths of so many. They reclaimed the term to in-
dicate that they would no longer be ruled and over-
whelmed by the stigma that sought to push them un-
derground. 

One of the clearest expressions of this defiance was 
seen in a still-widely circulated and anonymously writ-
ten manifesto, first circulated at the 1990 New York City 
Pride Parade. 

Entitled “Queers Read This,” the broadside was di-
rected at the prevalence of homophobia and discrimi-
natory medical practices that caused the AIDS crisis. It 
spelled out why the word “queer” was necessary in a 
segment titled, “Why Queer.” 

It stated, “Using ‘queer’ is a way of reminding us how 
we are perceived by the rest of the world. It’s a way of 
telling ourselves we don’t have to be witty and charm-
ing people who keep our lives discreet and marginalized 
in the straight world. We use queer as gay men loving 
lesbians and lesbians loving being queer. Queer, unlike 
GAY, doesn’t mean MALE.”

Acknowledging the darker history of “queer,” it went 
on, “Yeah, QUEER can be a rough word but it is also 
a sly and ironic weapon we can steal from the homo-

phobe’s hands and use against him.”
For many who came of age at the height of the AIDS 

epidemic, “queer” helped to test the boundaries of de-
sire, to contest the idea that sexuality was confined to 
or defined by the gender of one’s sexual partners. For 
many, this dislocation of gender binaries was deeply 
connected to the larger political project of dismantling 
oppressive political structures.

“Queer” was, in every way, an emphatic middle finger 
to the eras of Reagan and Bush, a time of heightened 
political and cultural conservatism from which, many 
still argue, the country has yet to recover. 

But historians caution and remind us that while the 
use of “queer” in public discourse is relatively recent, 
the political impulses it signifies have been around 
much longer. The political project that “queer” can sig-
nify has been around longer than the reappropriation 
of the term itself. 

Alyssa Samek, 33, visiting assistant professor of 
rhetoric at the Department for the Study of Culture & 
Society at Drake University, researches lesbian feminist 
activists and their work in the 1970s. She points out 
that lesbian feminists were challenging heterosexual 
conceptualizations of the family. 

Even the key feminist issues of today, including pay 
equity, were debated and discussed amongst lesbian 
activists, who pointed that these issues had different 
implications for lesbians and gay men. In a phone in-
terview, she said, “Even the radical cry of ‘We are ev-
erywhere,’ that came out at the time, that was a rec-

language and the lGbt movement

turn to page 8
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What is it GooD foR?

by yasmin nair
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“There will be another day.”
 It hurt to hear these words from Sen. 
Dick Durbin, D-Ill., as he explained his 
colleague Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
why he should withdraw his amendment 
for the comprehensive immigration re-
form bill (SB 744) regarding equality for 
same-sex couples, last May. Durbin along 
with other senators from both parties 
explained that if this provision were to 
be added to the bill, the ‘good faith’ col-
laboration amongst the parties would fall 
apart.
 As New York Sen. Charles Schumer, 
D-NY, put it,  “As much as it pains me, I 
cannot support this amendment if it will 
bring down the bill. I’m a politician. That 
means that I have chosen my life’s work 
within the constraints of the system to 
accomplish as much work as I can. I ac-
cept the tough choices; the painful, nec-
essary imperfection of compromise, which 
is at the heart of government.”
 Leahy ended up withdrawing the 
amendment, saying that he understood 

the reasoning presented, and the immi-
gration bill went forward without equality 
for same-sex couples. This, of course, is 
a moot amendment post-Defense of Mar-
riage Act (DOMA), which includes access 
to federal immigration benefits. 
 But Leahy’s words felt like such a per-
fect encapsulation of how I feel my queer 
self has been forced to stand opposite 
and against my undocumented immigrant 
self (along with community, family), par-
ticularly as it comes to policy and poli-
tics. 
 So for example, when this Leahy amend-
ment was being discussed, I was disgust-
ed at the idea that the senators were ar-
guing in favor of a homophobic bill. Any 
bill that excludes people based on their 
sexual orientation is homophobic. Plus, 
it specifically denied rights to my part-
ner and me, so it felt personal. But I also 
wondered, can I put my rights as priority, 
if this means that the bill will not pass, 
and that my family will not have the op-
portunity to stop being undocumented. I 
remember telling my partner, “How can 
they ask me to choose between us, and 
my family.” 
 After the Supreme Court decision on 
DOMA, my partner and I have had conver-
sations about what it could mean for my 
legal immigration status. If we get mar-

ried, I could become a legal permanent 
resident faster than any immigration bill 
promises, and regardless of whether an 
immigration bill passes. But this makes 
me feel like I would be leaving my fam-
ily behind, and so I’ve refused to make a 
decision until I know what happens with 
immigration reform this year. 
 I know immigrant rights advocates have 
been having conversations about compro-
mises for months now. The theme of inclu-
sion—who gets left out—of immigration 
reform, has been a big one going beyond 
same-sex couples. Among the groups be-
ing singled out are people with certain 
misdemeanors (or more than three mis-
demeanors of any kind), those who can-
not prove continuous employment for 60 
days, people who have been deported in 
the past, etc. Various estimates say that 
anywhere between 5-7 million people, out 
of the 11 million; will actually qualify for 
legal status under the Senate bill. 
 Then, in its final version, the Senate 
bill included approximately $38 billion on 

equipment and person-
nel to secure the Mexico-
U.S. border. For some, 
this part of the bill was 
too much, and several 
national organizations 
have made declarations 
against the bill. The Bor-
der Network for Human 
Rights released a state-
ment entitled “This bill 
doesn’t represent us any 
longer.” In early July, a 
congressman from Rep. 
Filemon Vela, D-Tex., 
quit the Congressional 

Hispanic Caucus after their endorsement 
of the Senate Bill. 
 There are those who support the bill as 
well. Most of these organizations usually 
acknowledge the negative aspects, ex-
press how disappointed they are that this 
had to happen, and continue the discus-
sion on how now it needs to go to the 
House, and the struggle continues. They 
want legalization, and the bill is the way 
to get it.
 Between the time I am writing this 
and when you read it, there may have 
been many changes to the bill (if it is 
still alive), but we know that it will not 
get more inclusive, or less focused on 
enforcement. And I don’t know if I want 
to compromise this time. If there is one 
thing that I have learned living and orga-
nizing undocumented and queer, is that 
organized communities can fight together 
and win outside the law. I say this not 
in an abstract way, but rather thinking 
about the successful organizing against 
individual deportations when lawyers 
have failed, for example. 
 In a recent conversation with my mom, 
she said about the bill, “They have al-
ready decided. We can only organize for 
what will come either way.” For now, 
that’s my compromise. We organize either 
way (and some of us, get married).

Tania Unzueta is co-founder of iyJL and an organizer at the national Day Laborer 
Organizing network. Follow her on twitter at @_LaTania.

¡out!

by Tania UnzUeTa CarrasCO 

Compromises 
(or the Queer v. the immigrant)

“The theme of inclusion—who 
gets left out—of immigration 
reform, has been a big one 
going beyond same-sex 
couples.”
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http://www.jandee.com
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by maTT simOneTTe

The International Olympic Committee has re-
leased to Windy City Times a statement acknowl-
edging the passage of anti-gay laws in Russia, 
where the next Olympic Games are scheduled to 
take place. IOC said that it will “work to ensure” 
that the Sochi Games take place without dis-
crimination against LGBT participants.

But the statement from the Lausanne, Switzer-
land-based organization was short on specifics, 
only reiterating support for gay athletes and op-
posing any discrimination against them.

“The International Olympic Committee is 
clear that sport is a human right and should be 
available to all regardless of race, sex or sexual 
orientation,” said the statement. “The Games 
themselves should be open to all, free of dis-
crimination, and that applies to spectators, of-
ficials, media and of course athletes. We would 
oppose in the strongest terms any move that 
would jeopardise this principle.

“As you know, this legislation has just been 
passed into law and it remains to be seen 
whether and how it will be implemented, partic-
ularly as regards the Games in Sochi. As a sport-
ing organization, what we can do is to continue 
to work to ensure that the Games can take place 
without discrimination against athletes, offi-
cials, spectators and the media.  Wider politi-
cal issues in the country are best dealt with by 
other international organizations more suited to 
this endeavor.”

Legislation prohibiting the dissemination of 
“propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations” 
in Russia passed in late June. Activists suggest 
that the law will give authorities a wide berth 
in interpreting what “propaganda” actually en-

tails, and fear that even so much as a public 
declaration of being gay would be in violation 
of the law. Foreigners are subject to the rule as 
well; they can be fined, detained for 15 days 
and deported.

Some organizations had been urging IOC to 
come out more forcefully against the laws. In 
mid-June, after the legislation had passed 
the Duma, Boris O. Dittrich, advocacy director 
of the LGBT Rights Program at Human Rights 
Watch, asked IOC to “to press the authorities 
to state publicly that, as Olympic Host, Russia 
will ensure, without distinction, the safety and 
the freedom of expression and association of all 
athletes, coaches, fans, and others who will at-
tend the Sochi Games.”

Some participants, however, have said they 
will not be threatened by the rule. Blake Skjel-
lerup, an out speedskater from New Zealand who 
also competed in the Vancouver games, has said 
he will take part, wearing a rainbow pin. “If that 
gets me in trouble,” he told vocativ.com, “then, 
I guess, so be it.”

ioC issues 
statement on 
olympics in Russia
by maTT simOneTTe

The International Olympic Committee has re-
leased a statement to Windy City Times acknowl-
edging the passage of anti-gay laws in Russia 
and calling for the acceptance of all athletes. 
The winter Olympic games are in Sochi, Russia 
in 2014, and there have been calls for a boycott 
of the event from some LGBT activists.

The IOC said that it 
will “work to ensure” 
that the Sochi Games 
take place with-
out discrimination 
against LGBT partici-
pants.

But the statement 
from the Lausanne, 
Switzerland-based or-
ganization was short 
on specifics, only 
reiterating support 
for LGBT athletes and 
opposing any dis-
crimination against 
them. 

support, but no specifics, 
from ioC sochi statement

Cameroon activist
found dead, 
tortured
 In Cameroon, authorities are investigating 
the torture and killing of LGBT-rights activist 
Eric Ohena Lembembe, according to a Human 
Rights Watch release. 
 Lembembe, executive director of the Camer-
oonian Foundation for AIDS, was found dead 
at his home in Yaounde July 15. According 
to one friend, Lembembe’s neck and feet ap-
peared to have been broken, and his face, 
hands and feet had been burned with an iron. 
 U.S. Department of State Deputy Spokesper-
son Marie Harf issued a statement that read, 
in part, “The United States actively promotes 
respect for the human rights of all people, 
including LGBT individuals, in Cameroon and 
around the world. We will continue to support 
activists, like Mr. Lembembe, who stand up 
for the human rights of all people, regardless 
of who they are or who they love.”

 On June 26, unidentified attackers burned 
down the Douala headquarters of Alterna-
tives-Cameroun, which provides HIV services 
to LGBTI people.

Weddings in britain
to start in 2014
 A bill to allow same-sex marriage in Eng-
land and Wales is now law, though the unions 
aren’t expected to take place until 2014, ac-
cording to CNN.
 Queen Elizabeth II has given her assent to 
the landmark bill, which the British House of 
Commons passed July 16. The law does not 
come into force immediately because govern-
ment departments need time to make chang-
es.
 Evan Wolfson, founder and president of 
Freedom to Marry, said in a statement that 
“[t]his victory makes 18 countries on five 
continents in which gay people can now share 
in the freedom to marry.”

boris O. Dittrich, 
advocacy director 
of the LGbT rights 
Program at Human 
rights Watch, has 
been pressuring the 
iOC to ensure the 
safety of everyone. 
Photo by Kate sosin
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by KaTe sOsin

In a 2012 interview, Center on Halsted CEO 
Modesto “Tico” Valle predicted that Lisa Gilm-
ore would be the organization’s next CEO. But 
after nearly eight years with the Center, Gilmore 
has resigned her position. That announcement 
comes alongside major changes in services and 
programs at the Center.
 Gilmore’s departure is among the most signifi-
cant staff changes at the organization in recent 
years. She was among the Center’s longest-serv-
ing and most publicly visible employees.
 Gilmore started at Horizons Community Ser-
vices (now Center on Halsted) as an intern in 
2005 and most recently worked as the Center’s 
director of education and victim advocacy.
  Her last day was July 12.
 “I feel like I’ve had a lot of really awesome op-
portunities that have come to me at the Center,” 
Gilmore told Windy City Times.
 Gilmore declined to go into detail about her 
decision to leave but said, “It’s come to a time 
where I have realized it’s time for me to move on 
and figure out what is next for me.”
 Gilmore said she is looking at creating a state-
wide project for LGBTQ people in smaller com-
munities outside the city.
 In a statement released to Windy City Times, 
the Center said it wishes Gilmore the best. 
 “Under Lisa’s leadership, the Education and 
Victim Advocacy Department, as well as the An-
ti-Violence Project, flourished and helped sus-
tain and build upon Center on Halsted’s national 
presence,” the Center said.  “She served on the 
governance committee of the National Coalition 
of Anti-Violence Programs, of which Center on 
Halsted is a founding member. Lisa has a deep-
rooted career pushing for social change and ad-
vocating for the least represented voices; and, 
she will continue to be successful in her future 
endeavors, no matter what they may be.”
 In an interview celebrating the Center’s 5th 
anniversary last year, Valle told Windy City Times 
that he felt Gilmore could be the next CEO of the 
organization. But Gilmore’s clout in Chicago’s 
LGBT community extended beyond her seniority 
at the Center. Gilmore maintained positive re-
lationships with many younger queer-identified 
activists who tended to be otherwise skeptical 
of the large organization. 
 Gilmore’s departure comes at a time of restruc-
turing at the Center, most significantly to the 
organization’s education and victim advocacy 
program, which Gilmore oversaw. That program 
aimed to prevent and respond to violence—of-
fering support to survivors, including court ac-
companiment. Elliott said that court accompani-
ment services have ceased due to a shortfall of 
funds. 
 That shortfall is due at least in part to the 
conclusion of a pilot grant from the Cook Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s office, said Tom Elliott, 
spokesperson for the Center.
 In addition, Gilmore’s position and two others 
in the program will not be rehired, said Elliott. 

 “Lisa’s position as it was formerly structured 
will not be filled,” said Elliott.  “We are restruc-
turing the Education and Victim Advocacy de-
partment into a new program, called Advocacy 
and Community Engagement, to better reflect 
the growing need for advocacy efforts and edu-
cation and involvement of the community on the 
issues that affect our community most.” 

 According to Elliott, Gilmore’s title and role 
would have changed had she stayed on. Filling 
that role will now be Jane Merrill, a former fel-
low at the Center who worked under Gilmore. The 
position of Anti-Violence Project (AVP) manager, 
formerly held by Anne Huffman, will not be filled 
either.
 According to Elliott, the Center is restructuring 
the program due to feedback from community 
members, who asked the Center to amp up its 
community advocacy efforts. The new program 
is being spread out over the mental health pro-
gram, Elliott said. But that shift will not result 
in new hires. 
 “The clinical work will be done by Mental 
Health staff and the related policy/advocacy 
work will be done by the newly formed Advocacy 
and Community Engagement Department,” said 
Elliott. 
 The Center’s crisis hotline has also stopped 
functioning 24 hours a day. The line will serve 
as a referral system, said Elliott. Elliott said that 
victims of violence can leave messages, which 
will be returned by the next business day. He 
said the switch comes alongside efforts to im-

prove the Center’s referral system to other agen-
cies.
  The Center remains part of the National Co-
alition of Anti-Violence Programs, a network of 
anti-violence projects that tracks hate violence 
around the country.
 Finally, the Center has discontinued its Break-
fast Program, the weekday programming offered 
to queer youth, many of whom otherwise went 
without a morning meal. Elliott said that a grant 
awarded to Howard Brown Health Center allowed 
that organization to offer breakfasts, and that 
the Center ceased its program to avoid dupli-
cating services. The Center’s programming, how-
ever, has moved to the afternoon, Elliott said. 
Youth do receive food at the Center in the eve-
ning.

 Elliott said that the changes in programming 
do not represent cutbacks in services, but reflect 
shifts in the organization’s goals towards advo-
cacy in addition to direct service.
 Merrill echoed that statement. 
 “There are some things that we’re simply no 
longer able to provide, but it’s also restructur-
ing,” said Merrill. 
 That advocacy piece is less political than it 
is personal, said Merrill. While the Center will 
continue to provide direct service, Merrill said, 
employees are being pushed to empower clients 
to advocate for themselves.
 “Our services are not going to solve the en-
tire problem,” said Merrill. “It’s good to be less 
dependent. … We’re on the theory that people 
know best what issues are important to them.” 
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amid program changes

Lisa Gilmore. Photo by Hal baim

by KaTe sOsin

The campaign to pass marriage equality in Il-
linois is losing one of most active leaders.

Caroline Staerk, field director of Equality Il-
linois, is stepping down after more than five 
years with the organization.

Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov 
confirmed Staerk’s departure in a statement. 
Cherkasov said he was personally grateful for 
Staerk’s contributions to the LGBT movement.

“Not only we—her colleagues—but ev-
eryone Caroline touched felt inspired by her 
commitment to LGBT equality,” Cherkasov 
said in the statement. “In every corner of the 
state, there are people for whom Caroline is 
the voice of Equality Illinois and of the mar-
riage equality movement. And so many peo-
ple have gotten involved in our work because 
they heeded Caroline’s call.”

Staerk said the decision to leave was per-
sonal.

“I want to focus on my family,” she said. “I 
tend to be a work-aholic.” 

Staerk called her departure “bittersweet” 
as advocates continue to fight to legalize 
same-sex marriage in Illinois, an effort she 
has been instrumental in.

“I would have liked to see this through to 
the end,” Staerk said, adding that she would 
likely remain active as a volunteer with the 
Illinois Unites for Marriage coalition.

Staerk plans to remain in Chicago. She does 
not have a new job lined up, she said.

Staerk’s commitment to passing the bill has 
been underscored by her personal decisions. 
The former union organizer has been holding 
off on marrying her fiancé Charles Harper un-
til same-sex couples are able to wed.

“When I made the commitment, I said ‘full 
marriage equality,’ and I think it’s important 
to stick with it,” Staerk said in a 2011 inter-
view with Time Out Chicago.

Staerk will remain on staff during the search 
for her replacement. Her last day is July 31.

A celebration for Staerk will be held at 
Sidetrack Aug. 2 at 5 p.m. The event is open 
to the community.

staerk leaving equality illinois
Caroline staerk on a panel with Jim bennett. Photo by Kate sosin

The newly opened Chicago Public Library’s 
Edgewater Branch, 6000 N. Broadway, has 
launched an ongoing series called “Modern 
Lives & Movements.”

Focusing on a different topic every two 
months, Modern Lives & Movements is an in-
terrelated series of film screenings, book dis-
cussions and author talks. Through July and 
August, the series will focus on civil-rights 
activist and organizer Bayard Rustin. 

The events will be:
—Tuesday, Aug. 6, at 6:30 p.m.: There will 

be a discussion of John D’Emilio’s book, Lost 

Prophet: The Life and Times of Bayard Rustin.

—Saturday, Aug. 17, at 2 p.m.: There will 
be a conversation with D’Emilio, who will dis-
cuss how Rustin’s career as a social justice 
and peace activist speaks to the current mo-
ment. D’Emilio is a professor of gender and 
women’s studies and history at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, and author of numerous 
books such as Intimate Matters: A History of 
Sexuality in America.

See www.ChicagoPublicLibrary.org.

Rustin focus of library series
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by KaTe sOsin

The archives of Chicago’s LGBT library will re-
main in the care of the organization’s former 
president, who stepped down amid allegations 
that she had kept the collections inaccessible 
to the public. 

Karen Sendziak, former board president, is no 
longer a board member, current President Brad 
Tucker confirmed. However, she remains the vol-
unteer curator of the archives and special collec-
tions, Tucker said.

Sendziak resigned her post as president after 
the library moved locations, prompting public 
outcry that the organization had become shut 
off from the LGBT community. A Windy City 
Times investigation found the library falling out 
of compliance with non-profit law. The organiza-
tion further faced accusations that it had failed 
to organize and protect archival material.

Tucker and others associated with the library 
have been working to change the library’s im-
age and renew community trust. The library 
announced new board members July 17, after 
an extensive search, and the organization has 
vowed transparency moving forward. 

“It’s a whole new future,” Tucker told Windy 
City Times.

According to Tucker, some of the archives have 

been moved into the library’s new Rogers Park 
home, while other material remains in an Edge-
water storage facility.

“There is still a considerable amount of stuff 
that’s in outside storage that will probably re-
main there for a while,” said Tucker.

Tucker said that archives remain in storage 
so that they can be appropriately processed as 
they are filtered back into the archives. He add-
ed that board members were waiting on keys to 
access the stored archives and that they expect 
access within the week. 

“Right now Karen [Sendziak] has all the keys,” 
said Tucker.

Asked if he had a response to concerns about 
Sendziak continuing to oversee the archives, 
Tucker said that the organization is committed 
to making archival material accessible to the 
community. 

“The archives have always been well-protect-
ed,” he said. “We have done a really poor job 
of processing and making them available to the 
public.” 

Tucker said that the library’s reopening was 
dependent on a business license application, 
and he declined to give an estimated date for 
the reopening. The library has been closed since 
it moved locations in spring 2012. 

sendziak to remain curator 
of Gerber/hart archives O
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lakeview hit by
iPhone robberies
by KaTe sOsin

A string of recent weekend iPhone robberies in 
Lakeview has 44th Ward Ald. Tom Tunney cau-
tioning area residents.
 According to Erin Duffy, director of community 
outreach for Tunney’s office, the neighborhood 
saw six or seven robberies July 12-14.
 “There were a string of robberies throughout 
the neighborhood between 1 a.m. and 5 p.m.,” 
said Duffy. 
 Duffy said that iPhones appeared to be the tar-
get and that some of the robberies occurred at 
gunpoint.
 Tunney posted on his Facebook page that po-
lice had arrested six in connection with the rob-
beries and that two others were in custody for 
other robberies.
 Police could not immediately confirm the rob-
beries, as addresses for the incidents were not 
immediately available. 
 Duffy said that the neighborhood has seen 
other robberies over the summer, but that the 
past weekend may have seen more than is usual. 
She added that residents have also been noting 
crimes with greater interest due to a handful of 
area crime blogs.
 Interest in crime in the area, home to the 
city’s official gay neighborhood, turned con-
troversial in 2011, after residents reported an 
uptick in violent crime and youth advocates ac-
cused residents of scapegoating LGBTQ homeless 
youth. 
 Tunney urged residents to attend upcoming 

Community Action Policing meetings. Beats 
1923 and 1925 will meet Aug. 7 at the 19th 
District Police Station, 850 W. Addison Ave., at 7 
p.m. Beats 1924 and 1933 will meet Aug. 8 at Il-
linois Masonic Hospital, 836 W. Wellington Ave., 
at 7 p.m. Beats 1935 and 1932 will meet Aug. 12 
at New Life Church, 1110 W. Lill St.. Beat 1934 
will meet Aug. 7 at 850 W. Addison Ave.
 Residents can look up what beats they live 
in at https://portal.chicagopolice.org/por-
tal/page/portal/ClearPath/Get%20Involved/
How%20CAPS%20works.

Gay man found
guilty in 
wife’s murder
by KaTe sOsin

A man who prosecutors say murdered his wife 
in a plot with his brother in 2009 is awaiting 
sentencing after he was found guilty in June, 
a spokesperson for the Cook County State’s At-
torney’s office confirmed.

Darron Brewer, 26, will face sentencing Aug. 
7 after he allegedly killed his 22-year-old wife 
Kenyatae Collier-Brewer. According to multiple 
reports, prosecutors say that Brewer was gay. 

According to DNA Info, Brewer and his brother, 
Dujuan Powe, allegedly murdered Collier-Brewer 
in a fake carjacking to collect on her life insur-
ance policy. 

Brewer, who faced trial before Judge Stanley 
Sacks, was found guilty June 28, according to 
the state’s attorney spokesperson. Powe was 
also convicted. 

 After an extensive board development pro-
cess involving the Executive Service Corps 
(ESC) and an independent board recruitment 
task force, Gerber/Hart Library and Archives 
announced the addition of eight new board 
members at its July 16 board meeting.
 New members include Carrie Barnett, Don 
Friedman, Jack Johnson, Charles Katzen-
meyer, Amy McFadden, Norman Sanfield, Mary 
Ann Smith and Derek Truesdale.
 Current board members are Brad Tucker, 
Jody Bedore, John Orwat and Don Landers. 
[The G/H press does not mention Karen Send-
ziak, longtime board member and past presi-
dent, so it appears as if she is no longer on 
the board.]
 Tucker will remain president of the orga-
nization. Bedore will remain vice president 
and interim/acting treasurer. John Orwat will 
continue as the organization’s secretary. 

 The board meeting started with a tour of 
the new library by head Librarian Stef Potter, 
which gave board members an opportunity to 
understand the processes and functions of the 
Library and Archives as well as an overview of 
the resources needed to maintain and grow 
the collections. The board also discussed nu-
merous items relating to the work remaining 
to open the library to the public, fundraising, 
programming and volunteers.
  Tucker said that as the Board evaluates 
the needs and wants of the community and 
the organization there may be several other 
board positions added. Volunteers are also 
needed to serve on board level committees 
and as volunteers at the Library. To get more 
information, volunteer or donate to Gerber/
Hart Library and Archives go to www.gerber-
hart.org.

Gerber/hart announces 
new board members

back row (L-r): Jack Johnson, norman sanfield, Jody bedore and Don Friedman. Front row 
(L-r): Charles Katzenmeyer, amy mcFadden, Carrie barnett, brad Tucker and mary ann smith. 
not pictured: John Orwat, Derek Truesdale and Don Landers. Photo by Chester munro
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ognition that sexuality often goes unmarked; 
the slogan was a way of marking it and making 
it recognizable. It was a really important queer 
moment.”

Samek was speaking on behalf of the National 
Communication Association, which launched a 
Pride-month campaign to initiate a larger public 
conversation around the evolution of “queer.” 

Samek, like many who use the term, acknowl-
edged that it still remains a painful term for 
those who’ve experienced it as a homophobic 
slur. 

For her, one way to explain it to ask people to 
think of how “queer” provides a way to under-
stand and move away from heteronormativity, a 
term even younger than “queer” but which has 
recently been circulating more widely. “Heter-
normativity,” Samek said, “refers to the ways in 
which our society is structured around a gen-
dered division of labor, and the relationship be-
tween men and women, masculine and feminine, 
into relationship dyads.” 

Pointing to the ways that people often try to 
refer to her partner as her “wife,” despite her 
showing no inclination to use the term, she 
emphasized that heteronormativity can exist or 
be read into gay/lesbian relationships. In the 
current climate, mainstream gay activists often 
discuss LGBT life in terms of how normal and 
therefore acceptable it is. So widespread is this 
phenomenon that scholars have also begun to 
theorize “homonormativity,” the idea that even 
non-heterosexual politics now takes on norma-
tivizing strategies. 

For Samek and many others who identify as 
queer, the word allows them to consider what 
she called, “a way of engaging the world that 
challenges the automatic assumed binaries, and 
of radically challenging the structures of soci-
ety.” 

That was clearly evident in the years of the 
AIDS crisis, as activists sought to make “queer” 
a way of radically reconceptualizing the world 
itself. But we’re now in an age where that politi-
cal energy has long dissipated, where AIDS work 
is now firmly ensconced in the world of lobby-
ing, and where LGBT activism takes on issues 
like marriage and inclusion in the military. 

So, who now identifies as queer and what are 
the cultural and political reasons they might do 
so? 

Queer like us
Today, “queer” appears in both academic and 

activist contexts. Queer theory and queer stud-
ies are so pervasive that few departments are 
lacking in scholars who take on queer issues in 
nearly all disciplines.

Judith Butler’s now-iconic 1990 work, Gender 
Trouble, is considered a founding text of queer 
theory, and has proven to be a key philosophical 
text on the anti-essentialist nature of identity. 
More recently, queer studies, which deploys cul-
tural and sociological work in addition to queer 
theory, has yielded work like that of Margot 
Weiss, whose book Techniques of Pleasure: BDSM 
and the Circuits of Sexuality, is an anthropologi-
cal study of S/M communities (an interview with 
Weiss is soon to appear in WCT). 

Because “queer” is often so identified with 
academic work, it’s frequently dismissed as too 
elitist or removed from “real life.” 

But today’s queers, spanning various genera-
tions, are less concerned with a rigid, textual 

understanding of “queer” and more interested 
in using the term and its meanings to craft lives 
and politics that most reflect the different kinds 
of fluidity they seek. 

For many, like La Tony Alvarado-Rivera, 32, 
who also identifies as gender-non-conforming 
(GNC), “queer” was a way to move away from 
what they/he/she [preferred pronouns] saw as 
a more constricting and white-dominated form 
of gay politics. 

The Chicago-based youth worker initially came 
out as gay, but “I quickly realized that was not 
a term that acknowledged my full gender spec-
trum; for me gender is fluid.” 

Alvarado-Rivera joined About Face Theater as 
a youth. There, adult mentors exposed them and 
their cohort to documents and documentaries 
about ACT UP and Queer Nation. 

“For me, ‘queer’ was a term I needed to hear; 
‘gay’ felt very boxed-in, with its connotations 
of whiteness and class privilege,” said Alvarado-
Rivera, who often speaks about what they and 
and many other LGBTQ people of color have crit-
icized as the racism and classism of the main-
stream gay movement. 

They continued, “For me, ‘queer was more 
radical and inclusive of multiple issues, whereas 
‘gay’ speaks mostly to marriage equality rather 
than economic or racial justice.”

Bending the rules of gender and gender pre-
sentation are also part of being queer for Alvara-
do-Rivera. They frequently conduct workshops 
and seminars in Spanish-only spaces, in a huipil, 
a traditional Mexican dress, with a full beard and 
nail polish. 

While conventional gay wisdom assumes that 
traditional Latino/a spaces are likely to be hos-
tile to such appearances, Alvarado-Rivera points 
out that their presence and presentation invokes 
both questions and dialogue. For them, queer-
ness and gender-bending combine to create 
“beautiful, radical, and powerful” spaces. 

Not everyone who identifies as queer can do 
so in their work and daily lives and Ramsey, 
23, still finds it a struggle to be completely ac-
cepted by co-workers in their Michigan Avenue 
retail store where they work. A recent graduate, 
Ramsey—who uses “they” pronouns, and identi-
fies as both queer and genderqueer—was born 
cisgendered and has known they were not pri-
marily attracted to men since they were 16. 

As they grew older, they found themselves 
attracted to people across a range of genders, 
including trans and genderqueer people. They 

began to research the term “queer,” which they 
finally adopted because it had, for them, the 
most potential to also express a political per-
spective. 

“Queer is probably more what I lean towards,” 
Ramsey said, “Genderqueer is more about my 
body, queerness is about my politics.” A queer 
theory class where they watched a documentary 
about different AIDS movements and the drive 
to take the term back made them think about 
the political uses of the term. 

Like Alvarado-Rivera and many other queers, 
Ramsey questions the focus of the gay move-
ment: “Marriage equality is important, but I’m 
more interested in addressing homelessness and 
trans politics.” They work with mostly tolerant 
cisgender people who still have a hard time 
understanding their identity. A co-worker, told 
about Ramsey dating a trans person, said in ex-
asperation, “I thought you were only attracted 
to women—you just don’t know what you want, 
do you?”

This sense of not being readily understood 
by mainstream society, even one that’s rapidly 
growing more accepting of gays and lesbians, is 
one queer-identified people know well. 

Bonn Wade, 40, is the director of the TransLife 
Center, and also on the advisory board for the 
LGBTQ Host Home Program. They identify as gen-
derqueer on the transmasculine side or, as they 
put it, “swimming with masculinity.” 

For them, queerness isn’t only about their 
self-presentation but about creating and craft-
ing a life and home that is intentionally non-
heteronormative and outside the boundaries of 
“normal” family life. This often means living in 
unconventional family systems comprised of 
chosen family, people not only related by blood, 
and across generations. 

According to Wade, they and their partner are 
often met with quizzical looks but, “we live our 
lives in very intentional ways. We think about 
our resources, our space, our money, who lives 
with us, in ways that resist the traditional het-
erosexual style nuclear family life.”

In a gay community where such bonds are 
often frowned upon because of the stigma of 
inter-generational friendships, Wade and their 
partner think about queerness as a way to ad-
dress issues of class, race, and economic justice. 

Also in Chicago, Jaz, a twentysomething tran-
squeer, sees “queer” disrupting and redefining 
both racial and political paradigms. They moved 
here from the South, the child of an Irish-Ger-
man-American mother and an African-American 
father, and grew up thinking of “queer” as a de-
rogatory term. 

“I always thought ‘queer’ might be the last 
word I hear,” they said in a phone interview, 
“and I only came to it when I was about 21.” 

Jaz has been a part of the anti-war movement, 
and links “queer” to their politics: “There is that 
association with queer in politics in a way that 
GLB isn’t, there’s a radical element to the queer 
community, but also an elitist side to it.” 

The elitism that Jaz refers to is what many 
bring up in critiques of the term, in accusations 
that it’s too grounded in queer theory. Jaz refus-
es to let their queerness be defined by the more 

textual explanations of “queer” which, they said, 
“leads to a special snowflakism among the more 
privileged members, there’s a self-indulgent na-
ture to it.” 

Jaz said, “I’m going to take their shit and use 
it for what it does for me. I use ‘queer’ because 
I do in a sick sort of way relish what was theirs 
and making it mine and tweaking it.” 

For Jaz, “queer” is a means of fighting for 
change on the ground, and to challenge what 
they see as normative gay politics. Living on the 
South Side, “I often see cars pass by, with that 
equal sign sticker, but equality doesn’t mean the 
same thing to everyone,” they said. 

They continued, “A trans, Hispanic woman liv-
ing in this neighborhood has a wildly different 
life experience than most of the white, gay men 
in those cars. That word ignores the multiple 
layers of race and class privilege as far as or-
ganizing and activism go. Nobody gives a shit 
about marriage here, or at least it’s simply not a 
pressing concern.”

But “queer” is also contested and contentious 
territory, even for those who have or continue 
to use it as a key identifier. Some question how 
radical “queer” has remained, even as they seek 
to understand and articulate it. 

Vincent Chevalier, 29, is a Canadian visual 
artist based in Peterborough, Ontario and well 
known for often autobiographical work which 
explores the themes of being HIV-positive and 
public sex.

Chevalier came to “queer” as a theater student 
in his early 20s, which was also when he was 
first diagnosed as HIV-positive. Over the follow-
ing years, he found himself rejecting what he 
saw as a tokenizing impulse in the art world, 
to mark his work (and of others like him) as 
emblematic of queer work. 

For Chevalier, “queer” can be another way to 
subsume radical politics, if it remains on the lev-
el of a label only. He works frequently in social 
media and especially Tumblr, and is interested in 
how people use #queer to mark their posts: “It’s 
a very quick but not very complex way of com-
municating a lot. So, if you say, I am this thing 
[queer], you can align yourself with a whole so-
cial group and a history, which is important but 
people might also be tokenizing it.” 

Pointing to what politics on the ground could 
look like, he continued, “Having a sense of com-
munity is very different when you’re marching 
in a parade or having sex with other men in the 
dark.”

Chevalier doesn’t dismiss the importance of 
what “queer” can be for people, but wonders, 
“Maybe the people that are screaming loudest 
that they are queer are not necessarily doing 
the radical work.” 

What Chevalier points to is echoed in a cau-
tionary note struck by Samek. Asked what it 
would take to shift public discourse and news-
paper reporting to include the word “queer” in 
all its complexity, she said, “This would be a 
turning point, to a realization that there was a 
way to think about sexuality, gender and radical 
politics at the same time.” 

She said, “The danger is that ‘queer’ could 
become yet another ‘covering term,’ a catch-all 
phrase that implies too many similarities within 
a number of issues.”

But there are, she points out, benefits to that: 
“It would open up avenues to think about and 
see a more radical history. It would mean, for 
instance, that Stonewall wouldn’t be read as a 
singular moment, led by gay men, but that the 
drag queens and the sex workers, folks who were 
abused and pushed back against police brutal-
ity, would be recognized. It would mean that 
everything that boiled up at Stonewall—class, 
race, gender identity and performance, would be 
seen clearly.” 

Approximately 30 years after “queer” first be-
gan to circulate as a defiant reappropriation, it 
remains a potent tool for many, even those who 
were not even born in the 1980s. Present-day 
queers are refashioning “queer” to think through 
issues like nationality, war, gender identity, 
class and race. “Queer” is likely to be a contest-
ed term for years to come, even amongst those 
who use it, but it may well be here to stay. 

QueeR from cover

La Tony alvarado-rivera. Photo by ed negron
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by KaTe sOsin

Illinois Unites for Marriage—the coalition push-
ing the state’s same-sex marriage bill—has an-
nounced an aggressive campaign to bring mar-
riage equality to the state, and at the center of 
that effort is a new campaign manager.-

John Kohlhepp, a longtime campaign orga-
nizer and union lobbyist, has been tasked with 
passing The Religious Freedom and Marriage 
Fairness Act, after the bill fell short of the 60 
votes in needed to pass before Spring session 
in May.

Now, Kohlhepp said, $2 million has been bud-
geted for the 113-day push, with 15-20 organiz-
ers being hired to pass the bill by an ambitious 
71 votes.  

Windy City Times sat down with Kohlhepp, 
who is openly gay. Just a day into the job, Kohl-
hepp provided some of the most specific infor-
mation on efforts to pass the bill in a bold and 
expensive strategy. 

Windy City Times: so tell me about your 
role as campaign manager.

John Kohlhepp: The partners that formed the 
coalition and the endorsing organizations that 
worked with the coalition, probably smartly, 
chose to work a Springfield strategy while they 
were in session. My background tells me that 
field strategy, which involves putting people 
in-district to do work with voters and activate 
them around issues that they care about, im-
pacts legislators if you’re in session or not.

The campaign that I’m building now reflects 
the fact that legislators have both said they 
want time to hear from constitutes and that 
they are now home in their districts. 

So, I’m creating a plan and hiring a team that 
will go out and engage the voting public in tar-
geted districts around the state to build activist 
teams that express the silent majority’s desire to 
pass marriage equality. 

WCT: What does that look like?
JK: The first thing that we do is we hire 15 

organizers, a field director, one or two deputy 
directors. The staff, under the direction of the 
field director and myself, will go out into their 
targeted districts, which run all the way from 
the Wisconsin border to East St. Louis. The cam-
paign previously identified hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the state who took action by 
contacting their legislator or sent emails etcet-
era in support of marriage equality. We’ll take 
the contacts we already have in these districts. 
The organizer goes in and does one-on-one 
meetings to take people from where they are to 
where a campaign that’s going to pass marriage 
equality will need them to be.

From these people is where we will find a vol-
unteer base in these districts. We need to take 
the silent majority and give it an opportunity 
to express its desire to pass SB10. This group of 
people is the group of people that will probably 
help us win in each district. 

WCT: What does the timeline for this look 
like?

JK: We have 113 days from today to pass the 
bill ... 113 days from now is the second day of 
the second week of veto session. If we do not 
have the votes by midnight on the second day 
of the second week of veto session, we will most 
likely not pass marriage equality in 2013.

WCT: senate President John Cullerton said 
that it may make more sense to wait to pass 
the bill in January during the regular session, 
that if you do it in veto session you get an 
effective date of June 2014, whereas if you 
do it in January, it can take effect in 30 days.

JK: Our goal is get 71 votes in veto session. 
WCT: you want 71 votes?
JK: Yes; 71 means you don’t amend it. It 

means that in 30 days, marriages can start.
WCT: How are you going to get 71 votes?
JK: You work hard. Seventy-one, that’s the 

goal. If we can’t get to 71, then the steering 
committee [of the coalition] needs to have a 
conversation about whether or not we pass the 

bill in veto session or wait until January or Feb-
ruary or March or April or May of next year. 

Once you’re in the January timeframe, you’re 
not in a special session. You’re in regular ses-
sion again. So while the bill can be called at any 
point … the legal reason of, “hey let’s wait for 
January” is a decent one because it says in 30 
days marriages can begin. But the same people 
who are saying, “let’s wait until January because 
I’ll know who my primary opponent is,” will say, 
“Let’s wait until March because my primary will 
be over.” Then you will have other people who 
will say, “I can’t take the vote because I will be 
in my general election cycle… Why not wait un-
til veto session?” The cycle that you end up on 
is an electoral cycle, and it’s not a cycle that we 
get to pick the date that the bill passes.

The best strategy is to be able to work with 
Greg Harris and the other sponsors to ensure 
that during veto session, they have a roll call of 
71 or more, so that they can go to the speaker 
and say, “Mr. Speaker, we do not need to amend 
this bill. Mr. Speaker, put the bill on the board. 
We are passing the bill today.” 

That is the best strategy to work for. I’m not 
saying we’re going to get there. I’m saying it’s 
the best. 

WCT: if they couldn’t get 60 over the course 
of months, what makes you able to get 71?

JK: I’m putting organizers in 30 to 40 districts 
in the state. The more resources we have, the 
more organizers we hire, the more districts we 
have. There’s a clear majority in the state of Il-
linois to pass marriage equality. Let’s go out and 
let these representatives hear from their con-
stituents, and then it’s up to them. 

WCT: What are some the challenges in get-
ting this done?

JK: The challenges are political and policy-
based. The political challenges are whose run-
ning for governor. Both on the Democratic and 
Republican side, we will have decision makers 
running, and that will impact both of their par-
ty’s representatives in the House. 

The other, it’s not about politics so much, 
it’s about policy. While we are seeking the civil 
rights of civil marriage, the Supreme Court has 
decided to strike down one of the key tenants of 
the Voting Rights Act, and the Trayvon Martin 
decision seems to reinforce the arrogance of the 
Supreme Court’s decision. 

read the full interview online at www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/illinois-mar-
riage-coalition-hires-manager/43710.html.
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Marriage-coalition manager 
and the 71-vote goal

John Kohlhepp. Photo from Kohlhepp
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by saraH TOCe

Around the same time as AOL chatrooms and 
instant messaging (remember them?), blogging 
became the new “It” thing to do in households 
criss-crossing America—and around the world. 
It was basically a new age media cornucopia of 
possibilities. Need a roommate? Check out the 
chat board. Looking for an old friend from high 
school? Search Classmates.com. 

If you don’t remember a time before Facebook 
and Twitter, I’m not sure what to do with you. 

A few ladies got together in the mid-2000s 
to seek out like-minded women who shared a 
wealth of knowledge technologically, but were 
nowhere to be found in human form. Poof! 
BlogHer was born. 

According to the conference’s official web-
site, in 2005, BlogHer Co-founders Elisa Cama-
hort Page, Jory Des Jardins and Lisa Stone held 
a conference to answer the question, “Where 
are all the women who blog?” Today, BlogHer 
conferences bring together thousands of these 
women from around the world to discuss, inspire 
and connect with each other.

Windy City Times put together a roundtable 
discussion featuring the top brass at this year’s 
BlogHer conference. 

Windy City Times: as a strong female role 
model, was there a specific event that en-
abled you to find your inner strength?

Deb Rox (Deb on the Rocks): In my 20s I felt 
pretty disconnected until I started volunteering 
and signed up to work on an early rape-crisis/
domestic-violence hotline. That was when things 
clicked for me and I found more understanding 
and internal and community strength than I 
knew I had been missing. 

That was decades ago, but I can still picture 
the cramped training room where we listened for 
the 40-hour session about all sorts of anti-op-
pression thinking and empowerment techniques 
that I had never been exposed to before. Train-
ing about responding to violence against women 
and the subsequent work I did in that emerging 
field helped me understand our culture, myself 
and how to be with others. 

Deborah Goldstein (Peaches & Coconuts): The 
first spoken-word event I did forced me to pres-
ent my written words aloud and receive reac-

tions in real time, on real faces, right in front 
of me. I don’t shy from public speaking usually. 
My sales background provided a particular type 
of presentation acumen, but reading my own 
creative writing in front of strangers introduced 
me to a special brand of vulnerability. In 2010, 
I was selected to read a piece at BlogHer’s Voic-
es of the Year community keynote along with 
14 chosen bloggers in front of hundreds of my 
peers. It was a terrifying and exhilarating expe-
rience which gave me the confidence I needed to 
write that memoir.                       

Kailynn Barbour (GingerSass): I’ve spent the 
past five years being involved with the LG-
BTQQIA community at Rutgers University in New 
Jersey. My involvement started with me trying 
to find someplace to fit in and come to terms 
with my sexuality, and it evolved into me being 
an unintentional student leader and activist on 
campus. 

After the Tyler Clementi incident at Rutgers, 
which threw many of my circles and communi-
ties into national spotlight, I became a support 
system for many of my friends and student lead-
ers in more visible leadership positions on cam-
pus. Ultimately, however, it was the unfortunate 
suicide of my friend and mentor that forced me 
to find my inner strength and to be strong for 
not only myself, but for my friends reeling from 
her death as well. In a weird way, her death 
actually led to a year of self-discovery for me, 
which eventually led to me starting my blog, 
GingerSass.

Lauren Marie Fleming (Queerie Bradshaw): My 
very first BlogHer changed QueerieBradshaw.com 
from a blog I updated occasionally to a multi-
platform brand. It not only convinced me to take 
my websites, online writing classes and consult-
ing business as seriously as I would a physical 
office space, but it also gave me the skills and 
connections I needed to make it happen. 

If it weren’t for BlogHer, I’d have never had 
the idea to turn my blog into a memoir, and now, 
two years later, I have an agent shopping my 
book. Information I got from BlogHer’s Blog to 
Book seminars helped me every step of the way. 
There’s also something wonderful about seeing a 
large group of women helping each other make 
it as businesswomen, instead of seeing each 
other as competition, something I saw too often 
in my other career fields.

Stacy Jill Calvert (Geek Till You Drop): I have 
had many amazing experiences throughout my 
professional career, but my most recent accom-
plishments are pivotal in the next phase of my 
life. I was diagnosed with adult ADD [attention 
deficit disorder] five years ago and was able to 
document that struggle in a film that I produced 
last year called A Million Directions. One por-
tion of the film details my problems as a young 
woman in college because of my inability to 
concentrate. 

This summer, I am happy to say that I am 
graduating with my M.S in media management 
from Southern Illinois University. I’m returning 
in the fall to continue my education by pursuing 
the MFA in media arts. This degree will allow me 
to continue down this creative path, but also 
allow me to pay it forward and help the next 
generation of media makers learn how to express 
themselves.

WCT: Professionally speaking, what chal-
lenges do you feel you have faced and over-
come being a strong businesswoman?

DR: Challenges for women entrepreneurs are 
like pool balls: There are lots, but we just have 
to hit them with a hard break and then knock 
them off one by one. I’ve had to teach myself a 
lot, but now that I am a development and com-
munications consultant for both businesses and 
non-profits, teaching myself about everything 

turned out to be great training that helped me 
gain a facility with working with lots of different 
clients, vendors or problems. 

DG: I am my own worst enemy. I am risk-
averse by nature which bodes well in certain, 
dangerous situations. In the business world 
and creative world, however, being risk-averse 
is a career-stopper. My experience has proven 
that women, in general, take fewer risks than 
men. Whether that has to do with confidence 
or fear of failure or a feeling connected to and 
responsible for others, I’m sure I couldn’t say, 
but the most successful people in business and 
the arts are those people who take risks. When 
I truly believe that I have nothing to lose, and 
I recognize that success far outweighs failure, 
I can ignore my inner voices and focus on the 
task at hand. I can’t say enough about work-
ing with creative coaches and other writers who 
provide perspective and invaluable feedback. 
They have kept me on track and challenged me 
to work harder and expect more. In addition to 
writing, I’ve teamed up with a sensational group 
of writers and editors to launch VillageQ.com, 
an online destination where the LGBTQ commu-
nity and our allies support and celebrate queer 
families. I could not have imagined myself in 
this role had I not worked with these talented 
individuals in the blogging world. Connection is 
essential in all industries.                 

KB: I recently graduated with my master’s 
in education. I’m searching for a teaching job 
while balancing my online identity and perform-
ing poet identity with my teaching identity. 
While I’m extremely proud of the identity and 
following I’ve developed online as a blogger and 
performing poet, it has actually presented me 
with unexpected challenges in finding a job. It’s 
still a struggle, but I’m starting to receive inter-
views from schools that have been un-phased 
by my multiple identities and successes … or 
haven’t Googled me yet!

LF: I went to law school and, as much as that 
boosted my knowledge base and made me a bet-
ter businesswoman, it had the unfortunate side 
effect of reinforcing the concept that there was 
one spot for a minority in each firm. This led to 
the idea that we were each other’s competition, 
not support system. I love BlogHer Keynote 
Speaker Randi Zuckerberg’s concept of encourag-
ing women to grab a seat at the table and lean 
in to each other for support, instead of seeing 
each other as threats. Women in business are 
starting to move forward and bring others with 
them to the top.

SC: I feel that the one thing that I have found 
in the past few years is my own voice. When I 
was younger, I was afraid to speak up, afraid 
to voice my own opinion. Once I found the 
strength to do that, it has helped me immensely 

in not only my professional life, both other as-
pects as well. 

WCT: What challenges still exist?
DR: Financial equity is still a challenge for 

women founders and business developers. Find-
ing champions and investors means dissolving 
some old ways of thinking in the systems with 
access to resources, ramping up creatively and 
building strong networks and pipelines of our 
own. In mentoring other women and LGBT busi-
ness owners I also see that we continually have 
to coach ourselves to stop riding the brakes. 
We’re often working without a net and with ex-
ternal pressure to stay small so it takes courage, 
but allowing momentum to build without self-
limiting is powerful. 

DG: My biggest challenge has always been 
settling for the calm that follows success. Ev-
ery time I achieve a goal, I hear my inner voice 
saying, “Ok, now you can put your feet up be-
cause you accomplished what you set out to do. 
You don’t need to prove to anyone that you can 
do more than that. You’re good.” But if I’m not 
working towards something, I eventually feel 
lost. That’s when I need my support network to 
help me rally on take on the next challenge.                 

KB: I regularly struggle with the intersection 
of my identities as an educator, a poet, a blogger, 
and an out lesbian woman. All four identities are 
a huge part of who I am, but when they inter-
sect, despite all of the progress that our country 
has made, they are met with some hesitation. 
Only 21 states have laws that ban discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation, which means 
I could be fired in 29 states for being a teacher 
who happens to be lesbian. Luckily I live in one 
of those states that protects my rights, but I 
still bet that a lot of school districts Googled 
my name upon receiving my application, saw the 
pages and pages of me being listed as an “out 
lesbian poet,” and moved on to a different ap-
plicant. There has been a lot of excitement and 
momentum in the United States these past few 
weeks, but that doesn’t mean that queer people 
don’t face any challenges. Marriage equality cer-
tainly isn’t the only challenge existing in our 
country right now, and it won’t be the last for 
LGBTQQIA Americans.

LF: Naps. My love of naps is still my biggest 
challenge as someone who works from home. 

SC: There are a lot of challenges for queer 
women in business and that includes having our 
voices heard. However, I believe that the blog-
ging community has opened that door for many 
of us and will continue to do so. 

read the entire conversation at www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Candid-
roundtable-with-ladies-of-the-blogHer-Con-
ference/43765.html.
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Cleaning cars is very therapeutic for 
Casey Gold, who has been detailing 
cars since his high school days in the 
northwest suburbs—before he could 
even legally drive.
 “It gives me a few hours to be myself, 
focus on doing a good job, and I can 
turn my phone off,” he said. “My father 
suggested that I [clean] other people’s 
[cars] and charge them for it. Eight 
years later, it’s the longest relationship 
I have had.”
 Gold’s car cleaning has led to, well, 
some unique finds, such as old French 
fries, fishing lures and more. He once 
was working on a Hummer and found a 
McDonald’s chicken nugget stuck in the 
seat. “When I threw it on the ground, 
it shattered,” Gold said, laughing. 
“I definitely reconsidered my eating 
habits after that … but that did not 
last very long.”
 Gold said his long-term goal is to work at a company “that believes in changing the world for the better 
and have fun doing so,” he said, adding that he wouldn’t be opposed to serving as the COO for an advertising 
agency. “I have a background in the agency world and loved every minute of it. And I have managed to keep 
my auto detailing service above ground, so I think that I could be the boss very easily and do it well.”
 Gold’s car cleaning business has led to countless questions over the years about which cars he’d suggest for 
future purchases.
 “I make happy clients because having a car detailed improves your gas mileage and resale value,” Gold said. 
“Also, I get to work on my tan, [cleaning shirtless.] Enough said.” 
 For more information about Gold Standard Auto Detailing, visit http://goldstandardautodetailing.com/
index.htm.

GAY in the
LIFE

Casey Gold
TexT anD PHOTOs by rOss FOrman

Age
23

Neighborhood
Uptown

Relationship status
Dating Michael Craig 

Job
Runs an automotive detailing service, 
Gold Standard Auto Detailing

Hobbies
Cooking and baking—“I always show 
up to every party with a homemade 
treat.”

Favorite movie
Spaceballs

Favorite TV show
Law and Order SVU

Four people (living or dead) who 
you’d like to have dinner with
“I would have to choose my four 
grandparents.”

Little-known fact
“I love to read history books, 
[particularly] from the turn of the 
century. Great books I have recently 
read [include] Devil in the White 
City, Sin in the Second City and When 
Harlem was in Vogue.” 

A deAler you cAn count on.
4320 West 95th st. 

1.800.neW.toyota •1.800.639.8696
Hours: Mon. - THurs. 9AM-9PM, Fri. 9AM-6PM, sAT. 9AM-5PM

oaklawntoyota.com
Toyota Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new Toyota vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet or a livery or taxi vehicle. see participating dealer for complete plan details. Valid only in the continental united states and Alaska. All offers valid with approved credit to qualified customers through Toyota 
Financial services and include all rebates and customer cash offers. Exclude tax, title, license, and $164 documentation fee. +rebates and customer cash provided by Toyota Motor sales. <Finance offer available for up to 60 months on 2013 Corolla, 2013 Camry and 2013 Prius with credit approval. 0% financing for up to 60 months at $17.10 due monthly per $1,000 financed. 
0% financing for up to 36 months at $28.22 due monthly per $1,000 financed. 0.9% financing for up to 60 months at $17.48 due monthly per $1,000 financed. ̂ Lease offer for 36 months valid for 12,000 miles/year with $2,599 due at signing and includes tax, title, license, and documentation fee and $0 security deposit. *Finance offer available for up to 60 months on 
select certified pre-owned vehicles with credit approval. 1.9% financing for up to 60 months at $17.92 due monthly per $1,000 financed. †MPG listed based on EPA estimates and will vary depending vehicle make, model and maintenance. Dealer will not honor any pricing errors in this advertisement. Please see dealer for complete details. offers end 7/31/13.

Ronnie Colosimo’s Oak Lawn TOyOTa

0% APR FinAncing FoR 60 mo.* AvAilAble on 9 models!
NEW 2013 toyota

CAMRY LE GaS
Stock #82503

0% aPR FoR 60 MoNtHS<

$20,300+

NEW 2013 toyota

PRIUS SEDaN

51MPG† GaS SavER

0%
aPR FoR 60MoNtHS*

Dave Capelle Manager
Capelle@oaklawntoyota.Com

“42 years in 
business where 

our tenured 
sales force 

makes all the 
difference!”

Dave Capelle
EELL VV

At Oak Lawn Toyota,  
you’ll always have the freedom to choose the vehicle you want, and get the great deal you deserve!

Drive the Car youDrive the Car you
aSK aBoUt yoUR

FRee $50
gAs cARd

WItH EvERy 
tESt DRIvE!

*FRoM DEaLERSHIP

NEW 2013 toyota

RAv4 LE
Stock #94123

PER MoNtH<
$209+

LEaSE FoR

NEW 2013 toyota

COROllA LE
Stock #62043

$16,235+

0% aPR FoR 60 MoNtHS<
oR aND

Chicagoan part 
of ‘lGbt lawyers 
under 40’
The National LGBT Bar Association has 
announced its selections for the Best 
LGBT Lawyers Under 40 class of 2013.
 The list includes Amy Crawford, a part-
ner in the Chicago office of Kirkland & 
Ellis. According to the law firm’s web-
site, Crawford’s “practice focuses on 
complex commercial litigation, consum-
er class actions, professional liability, 
and labor and employment litigation.”
 The awards will be presented at a cer-
emony at the 25th Anniversary Laven-
der Law Conference & Career Fair, held 
Aug. 22-24 in San Francisco.

latin@ Pride 
Picnic july 27 at 
humboldt Park

Orgullo en Accion will host the 
Latina/o LGBT PRIDE Picnic Saturday, 
July 27, in Humboldt Park near the 
corner of Humboldt Drive and Division 
Street 12-8 p.m.

The event is free and intended for all, 
including allies, family and children. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring food 
and grills.

Visit www.orgulloenaccion.org.

/WindyCityTimes
WATCH YOUR WORLD AT /WindyCityTimes

WATCH YOUR WORLD AT

http://www.oaklawntoyota.com


July 24, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES12

VOL. 28, no. 42, July 24, 2013 
The combined forces of Windy City Times, 

founded Sept. 1985, and Outlines newspaper, 
founded May 1987.

PUbLisHer & exeCUTiVe eDiTOr
Tracy Baim

assisTanT PUbLisHer Terri Klinsky
manaGinG eDiTOr Andrew Davis
bUsiness manaGer Ripley Caine
DireCTOr OF neW meDia Jean Albright
arT DireCTOr Kirk Williamson
assisTanT eDiTOr Kate Sosin
seniOr aCCOUnT manaGers: Terri Klinsky, Amy 
Matheny, Kirk Williamson, Chris Cheuvront
PrOmOTiOnaL sUPPOrT Scott Duff
naTiOnaL saLes Rivendell Media, 212-242-6863
seniOr WriTers Bob Roehr, Rex Wockner, Marie 
J. Kuda, David Byrne, Tony Peregrin, Lisa Keen, 
Yasmin Nair, Erica Demarest, Matt Simonette
THeaTer eDiTOr Scott C. Morgan
Cinema WriTer Richard Knight, Jr.
bOOKs WriTer Yasmin Nair
sPOrTs WriTer Ross Forman
arTs & enTerTainmenT WriTers
Mary Shen Barnidge, Steve Warren, Lawrence Fer-
ber, Mel Ferrand, Jerry Nunn, Jonathan Abarbanel
COLUmnisTs/WriTers: Yvonne Zipter, Jorjet 
Harper, Meghan Streit, Charlsie Dewey, Carrie 
Maxwell, Billy Masters, Sarah Toce, Dana Rudolph, 
Sally Parsons, Melissa Wasserman, Jamie Anne 
Royce, Matthew C. Clark, Joe Franco
seniOr PHOTOGraPHers Mel Ferrand, Hal Baim, 
Emmanuel Garcia, Tim Carroll, Ed Negron, Susan 
Mattes

CirCULaTiOn
CirCULaTiOn DireCTOr Jean Albright
DisTribUTiOn: Ashina, Allan, Dan, John, Renee, 
Sue and Victor
Web HOsTinG: LoveYourWebsite.com (lead pro-
grammer: Martie Marro)

Copyright 2013 Lambda Publications Inc./Windy City Media 
Group; All rights reserved. Reprint by permission only. Back 
issues (if available) for $5 per issue (postage included). 
Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, 
and photographs submitted if they are to be returned, and 
no responsibility may be assumed for unsolicited materials. 
All rights to letters, art and photographs sent to Windy 
City Times will be treated as unconditionally assigned 
for publication purposes and as such, subject to editing 
and comment. The opinions expressed by the columnists, 
cartoonists, letter writers, and commentators are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the position of Windy City 
Times. Publication of the name, photograph, or likeness of 
a person or organization in articles or advertising in Windy 
City Times is not to be construed as any indication of the 
sexual orientation of such person or organization. While 
we encourage readers to support the advertisers who make 
this newspaper possible, Windy City Times cannot accept 
responsibility for advertising claims.

(773) 871-7610 FAX (773) 871-7609 
e-mail: editor@windycitymediagroup.com or 
andrew@windycitymediagroup.com

 
www.WindyCitymediaGroup.com 

podcast: WindyCityQueercast.com

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP, 
5315 n. Clark st. #192, Chicago, illinois 60640 

U.s.a
(maiLinG aDDress OnLy)

Windy City Times Deadline every Wednesday.
nightspots Deadline Wednesday prior to street date.

OUT! resource Guide OnLine 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
www.WindyCityQueercast.com

 
“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGbT Consumer index 
survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.s. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, research 
Director, Community marketing, inc.

WINDY CITY
TIMES

VIeWpOINTS

Chicago sister 
Cities should cut
ties with Moscow
The anti-gay law in Russia that bans gay “propa-
ganda” has been condemned internationally by 
a wide range of people and institutions, includ-
ing the U.S. State Department. The crackdown 
is even leading for calls to either boycott the 
Olympics in Russia (the Winter Olympics are in 
Sochi in 2014), or have some kind of visible LG-
BTQ support at the games.
 The Chicago Sister Cities International program 
includes Moscow among its 28 partner cities. It 
is time for the City of Chicago and the Chicago 
Sister Cities International group to condemn the 
Russian law, and either suspend or cancel its 

Sister Cities relationship with Moscow.
  Chicago Sister Cities International is now part 
of World Business Chicago, a non-profit with 
deep government connections. The honorary 
chairman of Sister Cities International is Presi-
dent Barack Obama. The honorary chairman of 
Chicago Sister Cities is Mayor Rahm Emanuel. 
Emanuel is also the chairman of World Business 
Chicago.
 The entire Sister Cities International organiza-
tion should be involved in putting pressure on 
sister cities in Russia to work against this anti-
gay law.
 As the International Business Times noted, 
“RUSA LGBT, a Russian-speaking American asso-
ciation for members of the gay community, has 
called for a boycott of the Sochi Olympics. It 
said gay athletes and spectators would not be 
safe in Russia after a law passed last month in 
Russia’s Parliament and signed earlier this week 
by President Vladimir Putin banned ‘propaganda 
of non-traditional sexual relations’ and estab-
lished steep fines for anyone equating the value 
of same-sex relationships with those between 
individuals of the opposite sex. Foreigners 
charged with such ‘propaganda’ could be subject 
to arrest, 15 days in jail, deportation and fines 
up to $3,000.”

 Between the Lines reports that a Lansing, 
Mich., councilmember is questioning his city’s 
relationship with St. Petersburg, Russia: “Joe 
Mirabella, communications director for the in-
ternational LGBT equality organization All Out, 
says Lansing is the first city in the nation to 
raise concerns about its relationships with a 
Russian city over LGBT abuses. Last week Reyk-
javik, Iceland, severed its partnership with the 
city of Moscow over the national antigay law.”
 The 8th Annual Chicago Sister Cities Inter-
national Festival is in Daley Plaza Aug. 5-9. It 
would be very appropriate to have the Sister Cit-
ies program announce before that event any ac-
tions they will take in response to this draconian 
Russian law.
 Contact World Business Chicago at 312-553-
0500 or email wbc@worldbusinesschicago.com.
 Contact Chicago Sister Cities at 312-553-4927 
and http://chicagosistercities.com/contact/. It 
can be tweeted @ChiSisterCities.
 Also see https://www.allout.org/en/actions/
russia-attacks.
 Tracy baim is publisher and executive editor 
of Windy City Times.

TRaCY
BaIM

the cost of denying
marriage equality
There are plenty of people who object to mar-
riage equality. But there are plenty more—LGBT 
and straight—for whom marriage equality pro-
vides a public recognition of something they’ve 
known all along: That same-sex people form 
stable, lasting unions at just about the same 
rate that heterosexual people do. Arranging our-
selves in pairs seems to be something that we 
homo ... sapiens like doing.
 As people of Illinois debate marriage equality, 
I’ve thought about F.O.
 Matthiessen and the cost of keep same-sex 
marriage in the shadows. Matthiessen was a 
well-regarded American literature scholar at 
Harvard. His work is mostly lost to history now, 
except in scholarly circles, but again and again, 
he promoted fairer and more just communities 
in his writings and progressive political activ-
ism. Born to privilege, Matthiessen grew up in 
Illinois, where his grandfather was head of the 
company that made Big Ben alarm clocks and a 
three-time mayor of LaSalle. Matthiessen State 
Park in Oglesby about two hours west of Chi-
cago, is named in honor of the family patriarch.
 What is less known today is that beginning 
in 1924, the younger Matthiessen became in-
volved with an American Impressionist painter, 
Russell Cheney, in a relationship that lasted 
more than 20 years and looked a whole lot like 
a same-sex marriage. Against the odds, the law, 
convenience, tradition and social expectations, 
Matthiessen and Cheney were determined to 
share their lives with one another, and in many 
instances they found some measure of implicit 
acceptance in private from family, friends, and 
neighbors, despite their twenty year age dif-
ference. (Cheney was the elder.) Broader public 
recognition of homosexuality, let alone same-
sex relationships, was unthinkable at the time, 
but Matthiessen and Cheney found some degree 
of accommodation in private.
 Very soon into their relationship Matthies-
sen even used the word marriage in a letter to 
Cheney to describe their relationship: “Marriage! 
What a strange word to be applied to two men! 

Can’t you hear the hell-hounds of society bay-
ing in full pursuit behind us?” In 1930, the two 
men bought a house together in Maine, which 
remained their home base until Cheney’s death. 
Two men setting up house together no doubt 
raised a Yankee eyebrow or two. But by 1936, 
Matthiessen and Cheney were established well 
enough as a couple in their hometown that a 
profile of Cheney in connection with one of his 
exhibitions in Boston, the local paper came 
right up to the boundary of public acknowledge-
ment by describing the two men as “partners.”
 But Matthiessen and Cheney could not cross 
over the sharp line between private acceptance 
in select circles and broader community-wide 
declaration. Despite their pioneering spirit, life 
did not end happily for Matthiessen and Cheney. 
Cheney died of thrombosis in 1945. Matthiessen 
had lost the most important relationship of his 
life, a relationship that profoundly influenced 
who he was as a person, a writer, and a thinker, 
but in the days before marriage equality, pub-
licly and professionally, Matthiessen had to
hide his grief, or at least dissemble over its 
depth. Many of Matthiessen’s friends, students, 
and colleagues knew the truth, but to the larg-
er world Matthiessen had simply lost his good 
“friend” and housemate.
 Many spouses who have lost partners and sur-
vived say that the grief nearly killed them, but 

having to hide one’s grief will almost certainly 
kill a person. In Matthiessen’s case, it did just 
that. Matthiessen held on long as he could. He 
wrote a several more books, including a mono-
graph on Cheney’s painting. The review of the 
book in The New York Times described Matthies-
sen as Cheney’s “companion”—another bold 
statement to make in 1947. Then in 1950, suf-
fering from a profoundly deep depression; aggra-
vated by accusations of being a Communist sym-
pathizer,  Matthiessen leapt to his death from a 
12th story hotel window, near North Station in 
Boston. His colleagues, friends, and students—
nearly all of whom were straight—were devas-
tated, and quickly published a memorial volume 
in Matthiessen’s honor.
 Matthiessen’s tragic end makes plain that 
denying recognition of intimate personal rela-
tionships between consenting adults carries an 
enormous cost for everyone. We benefit when 
other people recognize publicly how much a 
loved one means to us, and they benefit, too. 
For a lot of people, it’s a relief to affirm some-
thing in public that they’ve known in private 
all along. So who knows? Maybe Matthiessen’s 
home state will become the latest to support 
marriage equality.
 scott bane is a freelance writer in new york 
City at work on a book about matthiessen and 
Cheney.

SCOTT
BaNe

Reporting the crime

Dear Editor:

My concern in writing this letter to the editor 
is bittersweet. We, as a social-justice move-
ment, have achieved much: however, sadly, 
we continue to be reminded of the bigotry 
that is embedded in our society against the 
LGBT community. Most recently a lesbian cou-
ple was attacked and robbed by a group of 
men in Chicago on Saturday night, and police 
are calling it a hate crime, according to the 
Chicago Tribune.
 These women need our support in terms of 
love and whatever else we can give, that in-
cludes prayer.
 The women, at their first opportunity, 
contacted the Chicago police. This is what 
any responsible, law-abiding citizen should 
do. Hate speech is now against the law and 
beating people up for being different is also 
against the law.
  Sadly, for to many of us, we let these in-
cidents slide by because they are either to 

distasteful to address, or out of fear that we 
will be identified within the frame work of a 
“gay crime.”
  Recently Ald. James Capplemen was called 
a “faggot alderman” and the first question 
on my mind was, “Did the alderman call the 
police to report this incident?” If we do not 
use the laws that are made available to us 
than we become part of the problem. I would 
encourage the alderman, because of his vis-
ibility, to use these incidents as a teaching 
moment on how not to hate people.
 I would love to hear what the preachers at 
the local churches were preaching from the 
pulpit the following Sunday in the victims’ 
neighborhood. Hate has to be identified and 
rooted out, and that includes our religious 
organizations such churches. When hate ap-
pears in religious institutions it is hidden in 
all types of pious levels of rhetoric, such as 
Cardinal Francis George calling LGBT people 
morally disordered.

Joe Murray
Rainbow Sash Movement
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by sCOTT C. mOrGan

A friend of mine who isn’t an avid theatergoer 
always bemoans the fact that by the time he 
finally gets around to seeking out tickets for 
a much-buzzed-about local Chicago show, it’s 
typically closed. 
 But this summer, casual theater fans have few-
er tardy excuses to cling onto since so many ac-
claimed productions from previous seasons have 
transferred, extended or are about to be revived 
again. 
 Here’s a rundown on acclaimed shows that 
have risen up like the phoenix, or shows that 
have stuck around longer than the usual sell-
by-date. But hurry fast, since some of the shows 
mentioned will be closing soon. (Or might actu-
ally be closed by the time you read this.) 

Transfers aplenty
 One problem that many theaters face with a 
set subscription season of plays is that when 
one show proves to be a runaway hit, it will have 
to close to make way for the next production. 
Sometime the hit shows can extend a week or 
two to meet some of the audience demand. But 
more often than not in live theater, once they’re 
gone, they’re gone.
 This is why Chicago theater fans should con-
sider themselves lucky that so many producers 
took the leap of faith this summer to transfer 
successful productions into stand-alone theater 
runs in other venues.
 One notable success story is Mary-Arrchie The-
atre Company’s take on Tennessee Williams’ clas-
sic memory play The Glass Menagerie. Director 
Hans Fleishmann re-imagined the pivotal role of 
Tom as a homeless tramp, which made the char-
acter’s regrets for the past even more poignant. 
 Mary-Arrchie’s take on The Glass Menagerie 
was a sold-out sensation at the company’s usual 

home at Angel Island, so the production’s trans-
fer (complete with the original cast) to Theater 
Wit was a blessing for those who couldn’t get in. 
The production just announced its final exten-
sion through Sunday, Aug. 25. Visit www.the-
aterwit.org for more information. 
 Another transfer of note is Albany Park Theater 
Project’s Home/Land, which is playing though 
Sunday, July 28, in the plush digs of the Good-
man Theatre’s Owen Theatre space as part of its 
biennial Latino Theatre Festival. Home/Land was 
a collaborative effort of text, movement and mu-
sic to explore the effects of America’s immigra-
tion laws on people, and it was a sold out suc-
cess when it was launched in January 2012. Visit 
www.goodmantheatre.org for more information.
 I was going to mention Theo Ubique Cabaret 
Theatre’s hit transfer of the 1995 Broadway re-
vue Smokey Joe’s Café as another transfer exam-
ple, since the Roger’s Park-originated production 
was extended through Sunday, Aug. 4, at the 
Royal George Theatre Cabaret. Alas, the exten-
sion was cut short and the show’s closing was 
pushed up to Sunday, July 21.
 Of course, one long-standing way to catch ac-
claimed shows you may have previously missed 
is by getting tickets to the Chicago Park Dis-
trict’s Theater on the Lake, now in its 61st 
season. Lately, this venue’s summer season is 
slotted specifically to bring back last season’s 
shows from Chicago’s thriving storefront theater 
scene. Three shows remain: The Den Theatre’s 
production of Jane Anderson’s Red State vs. Blue 
State drama The Quality of Life (July 24-28), 
Jackalope Theatre’s production of Zayd Dohrn’s 
immigration drama Long Way Go Down (July 
31-Aug. 4) and Chicago Physical Theater’s The 
Chi-Town Revue featuring Honeybuns (a come-
dy-filled show running Aug. 7-11). Visit www.
chicagoparkdistrict.com for more information.

rainbow resurrection
 Three upcoming revivals are sure to be of in-
terest to LGBTQ audiences in one way or anoth-
er, due to the out authorship, the campy tone or 
serious subject matter. 
 First out of the docket is another revival of 
The Birds by Hell in a Handbag Productions. This 
spoof of the iconic 1960s Alfred Hitchcock film 
will now literally play next to Lake Michigan at 
Berger Park and Cultural Center in Edgewater 
from Aug. 8 to Sept. 15. But what makes this 
revival so exciting is that original film star Tippi 
Hedren is slated to make a cameo appearance in 
the production on Saturday, Sept. 7. Hell in a 
Handbag is even auctioning off a chance to ap-
pear alongside Ms. Hedren as a fundraiser for her 
animal charity, The ROAR Foundation/Shambala 
Preserve. Go to www.handbagproductions.org for 
details.

 Another production making a return is Alex 
Paul Young’s dance- and poetry-filled drama 
Pink Milk, which is inspired by the tragic life 
and scientific foresight of gay British mathema-
tician and World War II codebreaker Alan Turing. 
Pink Milk previously played at Fringe Festivals in 
New York and Chicago, but now it’s receiving a 
full-fledged production running Aug. 10 through 
Sept. 7 courtesy of Oracle Productions and the 
newly formed company White Elephant. Visit 
www.publicaccesstheatre.org for more details.  
 Perhaps one of the biggest and most antici-
pated return engagement is William Brown and 
Doug Frew’s hit 2010 play To Master the Art, 
which is about the early married life of late ce-
lebrity chef Julia Child. Tickets are already on 
sale for this return engagement of the Time-
Line Theatre sold-out hit play, now under the 
auspices of Chicago Commercial Collective and 
Broadway in Chicago at the Broadway Playhouse 
at Water Tower Place. The limited engagement 
begins Sept. 10. Visit www.broadwayinchicago.
com for more information.

extensions (but not for very much longer)
 There’s still also time to catch two shows in 
Chicago that previously received plenty of ac-
claim in the U.K. 
 The time-switching drama about gay life 
in 1958 and 2008 called The Pride is Bonnie 
Metzgar’s final production as outgoing About 
Face Theatre artistic director, The Pride runs 
through Sunday, July 28, upstairs in Victory Gar-
dens Biograph Theater. Visit www.aboutfacethe-
atre.com for more information.
 The Q Brothers’ Othello: the Remix is a hip-hop 
remix of Shakespeare’s great tragedy, and it has 
the distinction of being the only American pro-
duction in the 2012 Globe to Globe festival that 
featured all of Shakespeare’s plays performed in 
different languages by international companies 
at the reconstructed Shakespeare’s Globe The-
atre in London. Othello: The Remix continues 
through Aug. 4 at Chicago Shakespeare Theater. 
Visit www.chicagoshakes.com for more informa-
tion.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Kristen Wiig and Darren Criss co-star in the movie Girl most Likely. see a review on page 16.  

MUSIC
yes, michigan.
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THEATER REVIEW

Fallow
Playwright: Kenneth Lin
At: Steep Theatre, 1115 W. Berwyn
Tickets: 1-868-811-4111; 
www.steeptheatre.com; $20-$22
Runs through: Aug. 17

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL

Aaron, a privileged Anglo college student, takes 
a summer job as a beekeeper in Maine. Come 
fall he follows the bees to Texas rather than re-
turning to Cornell. A full year passes as Aaron 
(Brendan Meyer) migrates as a fruit picker to 
California where he is brutally murdered (we are 
told) by several Latino co-workers. He’s dead 
when the play begins but it takes a while to 
figure out, for Aaron writes and reads letters to 
his mother in which his life view evolves to em-
brace the natural world and his less-privileged 
colleagues in a Steinbeck-esque way. 
 But Aaron never mails those letters which ex-
plain so much. Why he doesn’t mail them never 
is explained satisfactorily, except that the play 
isn’t really about Aaron, but about his mother, 
Elizabeth (Kendra Thulin). Eventually reading 
the letters, Elizabeth abruptly flies to Califor-
nia to see the now-imprisoned men who killed 
Aaron. Elizabeth’s journey is ill-advised as there 
are pieces to the Aaron puzzle she doesn’t know. 
Deep in grief, she’s in no condition to process 
what she discovers when she meets Happy (Jose 
Antonio Garcia), an immigrant Mexican to whom 
Aaron gave a large sum of money.

 As directed by Keira Fromm, Fallow offers en-
gaging performances in a somewhat off-putting 
play. Pithy individual scenes are acted with 
energy, tension and occasional charm but the 
play’s structure is distracting and its theme diffi-
cult to grasp. For example, there are three char-
acters who appear only once each—a no-no of 
contemporary playwriting—among them a col-
lege girl with whom Aaron flirts to no apparent 
dramatic purpose. Why is this character there? 
The other one-scene characters serve purposes 
for Aaron, but it’s not Aaron’s play. Elizabeth 
has only Happy off of whom to bounce, and the 
curious circumstances of their meeting are never 
explained (initially she has no idea who he is 
but he knows who she is).
 The play focuses now on Aaron and now on 
Elizabeth, now on the dying-off of America’s 
honeybees (a truth) and now on Anglo/Latino 
racism (cutting both ways). However, the key 
actions and relationships of the play aren’t seen. 
We don’t see what happens to Aaron or why, we 
don’t witness Aaron’s crucial evolving friendship 
with Happy, we never see a moment of inter-
action between mother and son. Fallow raises 
points and issues without delving into any of 
them and Lin simply doesn’t tie his disparate 
ideas together. The play does not lack intelli-
gence but connectedness. Its intimate and emo-
tional moments stand quite separate from each 
other.
 The graceful but spare physical production of 
beehives and grass combines the talents of Dan 
Stratton (set), Heather Gilbert (lighting), Ali-
son Siple (costumes), Kevin O’Donnell (music/
sound) and Samantha Umstead (wigs/make-up).

THEATER REVIEW

The 25th Annual 
Putnam County 
Spelling Bee
Playwright: Rachel Sheinkin; 
Songwriter: William Finn
At: Theatre at the Center, 
1040 Ridge Rd., Munster, Ind.  
Tickets: 219-836-3255 or 
www.theatreatthecenter.com; $38-$42
Runs through: Aug. 18

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Those quirky adolescent spellers of The 25th An-
nual Putnam County Spelling Bee are back, and 
this time they’re ideating their tricky words at 
the Theatre at the Center in Munster, Ind.
 Now if you’re familiar with this Northwest In-
diana theater, you’re right in thinking that it’s a 
tad spread out for this intimate two-time Tony 
Award-winning musical from 2005. For instance, 
two of the previous times that this clever mu-
sical comedy played the Chicago area were in 
smaller venues like in 2006 at the renamed 
Broadway Playhouse at Water Tower Place (fea-
turing the original Broadway direction of James 
Lapine) or in 2010 at the Pheasant Run Resort 
in St. Charles, Ill.
 So in director David Perkovich’s production, 
some of the smaller comedic bits can get swal-
lowed up when played out on such a large can-
vas. The clever material by composer William 
Finn (Falsettos) and playwright Rachel Sheinkin 
(Striking 12) still is effective and fun, but the 
comedy focus on certain bits gets dissipated.
 And based upon the opening night perfor-
mance, the people tasked with finding audience 
members to make up the four guest spellers 
on stage might want to find more milquetoast 
people. Now you can’t entirely control how the 
improvisational aspect of the show, which is one 
of its built-in hallmarks, but the feistiness and 
comedic jibes from some of the selected guest 
spellers pulled focus. The cast also should mem-
orize the exact stage exit for each of those guest 
spellers so they can easily get back to their cor-
rect seating area.
 But aside from these venue and improv casting 
hiccups, Spelling Bee is largely solid at Theatre 
at the Center.
 Nicole Miller as the parentally neglected Ol-
ive Ostrovsky tugged all the right heartstrings, 
while Landree Fleming was fun as the lisping 
Logainne Schwartzandgrubenniere, whose two 
gay dads (doubled up by Bear Bellinger who 
also plays the defiant “comfort counselor” Mitch 
Mahoney and Patrick Tierney who also plays the 

spacey home-schooled contestant Leaf Coney-
bear) pressure her to succeed.
 Cory Goodrich’s lovely soprano voice soared 
in the ensemble numbers as the spelling judge 
Rona Lisa Perretti, working well with the vice 
principal Douglas Panch of Jake Mahler (who 
could have been a bit more tightly wound).
 There was also solid work from the spelling 
contestants of Rose Le Tran as overachieving 
Marcy Park, Jonathan Wagner as William Barfeé 
with the magic spelling foot and Frank J. Paul 
as the upstanding Chip Tolentino (though the 
change in his song featuring the word “distrac-
tion” in place of “erection” is one sign of prud-
ishness).
 So while Theatre at the Center’s take on Spell-
ing Bee might not surpass any memories of pre-
vious Chicago-area productions, it still gets the 
essential job done.  
  

 CRITICS’ PICKS

 The Liar, Writers’ Theatre (Glencoe) 
through Aug. 11. A 17th-century French-
verse comedy, by tragic author Corneille, is 
sheer delight as freely adapted by modern 
American David Ives and performed “con 
brio” by an attractive, energized cast. JA
 The Complete Works of William Shake-
speare Abridged, Eclectic Theatre Com-
pany at Metropolis Performing Arts Centre 
in Arlington Heights, through Aug. 10. The 
zany cast of Adam Kander, Andrew Pond and 
Michael Woods are what make this oft-pro-
duced comedy loads of fun. These guys are 
also performing the recently updated edi-
tion of the show. SCM
 The Glass Menagerie, Mary-Arrchie The-
atre Company at Theater Wit, extended 
through Aug. 25. You may think you know 
this Tennessee Williams classic forwards 
and backwards, but a “memory” play can 
undergo significant changes when the nar-
rator remembers more than we ever did. 
MSB
 Othello: the Remix, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, through July 27. Hip-hop Shake-
spearians, the Q Brothers, tackle their first 
tragedy and come up with a four-actor pre-
cision version that’s clever, joyful, musical, 
extremely funny and yet respects the origi-
nal. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

Rooms: A Rock 
Romance
Playwright: Music and lyrics by Paul 
Scott Goodman, book by Miriam Gordon 
and Paul Scott Goodman
At: Broken Nose Theatre at the 
Flat Iron Arts Center, 
1579 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Tickets: 479-774-3429;
www.brokennosetheatre.com; $15-$30
Runs through: Aug. 11

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Music, of all the arts, may be the most ef-
fective at conveying emotion—as human be-
ings, we hear sounds before we see objects, 
and only much later do we recognize words. 
So if you’re going to tell a romantic story, 
music is the logical medium, and a two-char-
acter musical renders the narrative even more 
efficient—since don’t all lovers exist in a uni-
verse wholly focused on themselves?
 The lovers in Paul Scott Goodman and Miri-
am Gordon’s minimalist song-cycle are a pair 
of Glaswegian youths—sullen working-class 
Ian, bunkered down in his room strumming 
angry social-protest melodies on his guitar, 
and wholesome privileged Monica, whose fa-
ther declares her “Glasgow’s answer to Bar-
bra Streisand.” On the recommendation of a 
classmate, Monica appeals to Ian for help in 
writing a bat mitzvah song. This leads to the 
Catholic lad being invited to his co-compos-
er’s home for a Shabbas celebration, where 
Monica proposes that they style themselves a 
punk-New Wave duo (this is the late 1970s, 
by the way). First prize in a local contest 
takes them to London, and from there, to 
America and a gig at New York City’s CBGB.
 Oh, but the course of love and success 
needs its obstacles, too. Not for nothing is 
the show’s physical action built on 90 min-
utes of opening and closing doors (hence the 
title “Rooms”). Ian has a drinking problem, 
and Monica has an eating disorder. The lat-
ter also appears not to have heard of birth 
control, even in 1977, with the sexual revolu-
tion well under way. Chafing under conflicting 
career goals, Boy and Girl part company af-
ter a disastrous (but typical for the era) U.S. 

debut, only to reunite years later, healthier, 
wiser and ready to essay the uncertain path 
of intimacy towards a lasting contentment.
 What makes this well-worn formula enjoy-
able is that director Benjamin Brownson and 
vocalists Matt Deitchmann and Hillary Marren 
attack their score with a full-throttle ebul-
lience to awaken vivid memories of our own 
once-impetuous ambitions, their powerhouse 
vocals catalyzed by piano-man/music direc-
tor Austin Cook and his stageside band. On a 
balmy summer night in Wicker Park—at one 
time, headquarters to the ripped-fishnets-
and-safety-pin coterie to which Ian and Mon-
ica aspire—who can resist the optimism of a 
high-velocity anthem proclaiming, “All I Want 
Is Everything”?

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. Photo by Michael Brosilow

Rooms: A Rock Romance. Photo by Taryn 
Goodge
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Beaten
Playwright: scott Woldman
at: artistic Home, 1376 W. Grand ave.
Tickets: 866-811-4111; 
www.theartistichome.org; $28-$32
runs through: aug. 11 

by mary sHen barniDGe

“Once something like this gets into a family, it 
doesn’t go away,” the elderly Eileen Simmons 
declares grimly. The misfortune she laments is, 
indeed, passed down from one generation to the 
next, but while its manifestations may be physi-
cal, its source is the fairy-tale myth dictating 
that every woman requires a husband and chil-
dren to render her complete.
 Consider the history of the all-female Sim-
mons/Sinclair household: Eileen married a Prince 
Charming who abused her. After leaving him, her 
low-wage bartender job, assured  her easy access 
to male company and mind-bending substances. 
Her daughter Madelynne, vowing not to repeat 
these mistakes, married a Humble Jack and pro-
ceeded to abuse and reject him. Madelynne’s 
white-collar skills now support her invalid par-
ent and teenage daughter—barely—but young 
Chloe has become increasingly reclusive fol-
lowing a fall down the stairs precipitated by a 
quarrel with her boyfriend—or not. Furthermore, 
the once-enthusiastic law student has begun to 
resist her mother’s relentless efforts to steer her 
toward financial and marital success.  
 Scott Woldman may be the first playwright to 
challenge one of our society’s most deeply-em-
bedded beliefs. Certainly it’s rare to hear some-

one suggest that the solution to domestic strife 
might not lie in simply trading a “bad” spouse 
for a “good” one. So accepting are we of “soul-
mate” scenarios that we accept Chloe’s upward-
mobile beau and her nerdy boy-buddy at face 
value, never questioning the pressure imposed 
on the former in the pursuit of his designated 
social role, or the incentive for the latter to ma-
nipulate his peers’ romantic notions in service 
of his own selfish fantasy. When Chloe and her 
wronged swain refuse to perpetuate a dynamic 
grown dysfunctional through misuse, their ab-
stention is presented to us, not as healthy 
pragmatism, but tragic despair—even though, 
by then, we are fully cognizant of our narrators’ 
biased perspectives. 
 Artistic Home could have also ignored uncom-
fortable speculations,  playing their multifac-
eted text as a standard-issue weeper or creeper. 
Under the direction of Katherine Swan, how-
ever, Kathy Scambiatterra, Kristin Collins and 
Kathryn Acosta deliver complex, slyly nuanced 
performances highlighting the contradictions of 
relationships crippled by frustration and resent-
ment. The men who chafe under their unachiev-
able responsibilities are likewise granted depth 
and humanity by Joe Wiens and Conor McCahill. 
Theatergoers looking for no-brain melodrama 
can allow themselves to be fooled by the cozy 
kitchen and Wal-Mart wardrobes, but those un-
afraid to take a second look at our closely held 
social customs will be better rewarded. 
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 When it came time for out composer ricky ian Gor-
don to record his song collection Silver Rain based 
upon the celebrated poetry of out Harlem Renaissance 
writer Langston Hughes, he turned to soprano nicole 
Cabell, the 2005 winner of the BBC Singer of the World 
competition and an alumna of the Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago’s Ryan Opera Center. So if you’re a Silver Rain fan, 
be sure not to miss Cabell in concert at the Ravinia 
Festival with Gordon himself playing the piano. Nicole 
Cabell and Ricky Ian Gordon perform 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 30, at the Ravinia Festival’s Martin Theatre, 418 
Sheridan Rd., Highland Park. Tickets are $40-$60 for 
reserved seats, $11 for lawn seating and $75 for a com-
bined ticket and dinner package; call 847-266-5100 or 
visit www.ravinia.org. Photo of Cabell courtesy of Ra-
vinia Festival

SPOTLIGHT

beaten. Photo by anthony aicardi

http://www.danceforlifechicago.com


Fruitvale Station;
Girl Most Likely  

In light of the not guilty verdict in the Tray-
von Martin case, it’s not hard to see why au-
diences have embraced Fruitvale station, the 
fact-based story of the last day in the life of 22 
year-old Oscar Grant, yet another young African 
American male killed amidst tragic circumstanc-
es. Critics have also heavily praised the film, the 
feature debut of 27-year-old Ryan Coogler. And 
the movie certainly has its share of compelling 
moments—especially as it heads into the last 
sequences surrounding Grant’s death. But it’s 
also more than a tad manipulative that shading 
could have helped alleviate.

Early in the morning hours of Jan. 1, 2009, 
Grant and his girlfriend Sophina were heading 
back to their Oakland home on the BART train 
after celebrating New Year’s Eve with friends 
in San Francisco. After an altercation on the 
packed train, two white transit officers detained 
Grant and several of his friends on the platform 
of the Fruitvale stop. As recorded by cellphones 
and video cameras of the train’s passengers, 
Grant was shot in the back by one of the offi-
cers, Johannes Mehserle, and died later that day 
from his wounds. Mehserle’s claim that in the 
midst of the escalating situation he thought he 
was reaching for his Taser instead of his gun was 
accepted in court and he received only a two-
year sentence for involuntary manslaughter—a 
verdict that, not surprisingly, sparked outrage 
and protests.

Coogler’s film (which he also wrote) begins 
with the actual cellphone footage of Grant being 
shot and then flashes back to show his final day. 
Oscar (played by Michael B. Jordan in a career-
defining performance) rises with a troubling 
premonition but his worries are soon displaced 
by the need to again convince the gorgeous So-

phina (the luminous Melonie Diaz) that a recent 
incident of infidelity was an anomaly. But So-
phina isn’t so sure Oscar can be trusted and nei-
ther does Oscar’s mother, Wanda (Octavia Spen-
cer, Oscar winner for The Help who also produced 
Fruitvale, along with Forrest Whitaker). 

There are reasons for this—Oscar has had a 
couple of stints in jail and his road to recovery 
and his relationship with Sophina and his moth-
er has been shaky. He’s a bit of a hothead and 
is still lying to Sophina—about losing his job 
and the fact that he’s resorted to selling pot to 
make ends meet. Although Oscar keeps making 
mistakes he wants to turn his life around,and 
his relationship with his infant daughter is solid. 

For a while Coogler has kept the manipulation 
mostly in check (an incident with a dog hit by a 
car which Oscar witnesses being a major excep-
tion) but with the scene where Oscar picks up 
his daughter from day care, the balance unnec-
essarily tips. From that point, every goodbye, 
every conversation—no matter how benign—is 
weighed with the knowledge that it will be Os-
car’s last and Coogler can’t resist stressing this. 
By the time the young couple head out for their 
New Year’s Eve celebration there’s almost a sense 
of the lamb going to the slaughter.

Coogler redeems his film with the actual inci-
dent that begins on the train ride home from an 
evening of fun and fireworks in San Francisco. 
Oscar’s friends come on to two young women, 
who promptly kiss and cuddle, making their pref-
erences clear. The other passengers are loudly 
supportive of the women but in the next mo-
ment Oscar is spotted by a hated fellow ex-con 
and things quickly escalate, leading to their hor-
rendous conclusion.

Flawed though it is by overstating the obvi-
ous, Fruitvale Station is also sensitively acted 
and well-intentioned—and has the bonus of of-
fering a thought-provoking alternative to the 
mammoth superhero blockbuster (take your 
pick) playing next door.

Based on the savage reviews and no doubt less-
than-stellar box office for Girl most Likely—SNL 
alumna Kristeen Wiig’s follow-up to the massive-
ly successful Bridesmaids—there’s apparently 
not much room in the hearts of moviegoers for a 
gentle, female-driven comedy. With its plethora 
of whacked-out, eccentric characters and some-
times hard-to-believe situations, some of the 
negative criticism is admittedly warranted. 

And yeah, the movie—written by Michelle 

Morgan and helmed by Shari Springer Berman 
and Robert Pulcini (HBO’s Cinema Verite and 
American Splendor)—does have its sitcomish 
roots. But it also provides lots of laughs and sur-
rounds Wiig with a great supporting cast for her 
to underact with—including Annette Bening, 
Matt Dillon, Glee’s Darren Criss, Bob Balaban and 
stage actor Christopher Fitzgerald. What it skips 
on—and here I’m going to sound as prudish as 
Grandma Moses—is foul language (not one F-
bomb is spewed), crude situations (mostly) and 
vulgarity, hence the movie’s gentle spirit (in it-
self, a reason to recommend it). 

The story follows Wiig as Imogene, a girl from 
the trashy side of the tracks in New Jersey who 
has always dreamed of a big career in Manhattan 
as a renowned playwright. After initial promise, 
Imogene’s once-potential career is floundering, 
she’s been fired, her snooty boyfriend has moved 
on and her snobbish gal pals are doing their best 

to ditch her. Imogene stages a phony suicide 
attempt and wakes up in the psych ward with 
only one option—returning home to Jersey in 
the custody of her sexed-up, gambling-addicted 
mother (Bening). Once there, Imogene finds 
that mom has rented out her room to a wan-
nabe singer (Criss), her brother, who runs a crab 
shack on the boardwalk is still obsessed with 
his odd aquatic/science experiments, and that 
mother has taken a new lover—a purported CIA 
agent named George Bouche (Dillon). The scene 
is set for a broad class-conscious comedy with a 
lot of sight gags and droll one-liners from Wiig 
and company.

Subtle it ain’t, and it’s easy to see that Wiig 
is going to need to expand her underplaying 
shtick to keep the attention of movie audiences 
but Girl Most Likely is also a lot more entertain-
ing than the majority of its critical raspberries 
would suggest.
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Fruitvale station. Photo courtesy of The Weinstein Company 

Out actors Jane Lynch and Jim Parsons are 
among those who received nominations for 
the 65th Primetime Emmy Awards, according 
to TheWrap.com.

Lynch has been nominated for Outstand-
ing Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series 
for playing Coach Sue Sylvester on Fox’s Glee. 
She’s up against six other nominees, includ-
ing Modern Family’s Sofia Vergara and Julie 
Bowen.

Parsons was again nominated for his role 
as Sheldon on the CBS comedy The Big Bang 
Theory. He’s up for Outstanding Lead Ac-
tor in a Comedy Series against Alec Baldwin 
(30 Rock), Jason Bateman (Arrested Devel-
opment), Louis C.K. (Louie), Don Cheadle 
(House of Lies) and Matt LeBlanc (Episodes).

Two other openly gay actors—Zachary 
Quinto and John Benjamin Hickey—are com-
peting for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a 
Miniseries or a Movie for, respectively, Ameri-
can Horror Story: Asylum and The Big C: Here-
after. Other nominees in that category include 
James Cromwell (American Horror Story: Asy-
lum), Scott Bakula (Behind the Candelabra) 

and Peter Mullan (Top of the Lake).
Speaking of Candelabra, Michael Douglas 

and Matt Damon received nominations for 
portraying Liberace and his companion Scott 
Thorson, respectively.

Outstanding Comedy Series nominees are 
The Big Bang Theory, Girls, Louie, Modern 
Family, 30 Rock and Veep. Drama-show nods 
went to Breaking Bad, Downton Abbey, Game 
of Thrones, Homeland, House of Cards and 
Mad Men. The Amazing Race, Dancing with 
the Stars, Project Runway, Top Chef and The 
Voice were all nominated for Outstanding Re-
ality-Competition Program.

History was made as online-only shows 
(through Netflix) got in the mix. House of 
Cards and Arrested Development received 
nominations.

The Emmy Awards will air live on CBS on 
Sept. 22 with Neil Patrick Harris returning as 
host. Harris (replacing Kate Mara) announced 
the nominations with Breaking Bad’s Aaron 
Paul July 18, according to the Hollywood Re-
porter.

Out gay actors get
Emmy nominations
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by Terri-Lynne WaLDrOn

Cheyenne Jackson is a Broadway veteran who 
has starred in All Shook Up and Xanadu. On the 
big screen he co-starred in the Academy Award-
nominated film United 93 and on the small 
screen in Behind the Candelabra, Glee and 30 
Rock. 

He is now ready to show his personal and 
poignant side on I’m Blue, Skies his first CD of 
original music. The openly gay singer, song-
writer and actor talked musical collaborations, 
working with Michael Douglas and the attention 
from female fans.

Windy City Times: i’m blue, skies is your 
first full-length CD of original music. Why was 
now the right time to release it?

Cheyenne Jackson: I have a lot of change go-
ing on; I have a lot of growth as a person. Mu-
sic is everything to me and I’ve always writ-
ten music, but I have never shared it. My muse 
and one of my best friends, Sia, was the cata-

lyst for me focusing on my writing and sharing 
that. She and I started writing together and we 
wrote maybe five or six songs, three of which 
made it on this record. I have always written 
poetry and I have a way with melody and a hook 
but she helps me with threading that together 
and with streamlining and I found out I had the 
knack for it. 

WCT: so how did you develop your songwrit-
ing? 

CJ: Through Sia’s help I got somebody’s at-
tention at Sony/ATV Music Publishing and they 
signed me to a developmental artist writing 
deal. They paired me up with some great folks 
and some collaborations were magical where you 
know when you get in the room and you have an 
idea and it springs back and forth between each 
other and it’s an electric thing.

WCT: Why the comma between the 
words “i’m blue” and “skies?” 

CJ: That’s definitely on purpose and thought-
out. There was a lot of thought about the comma 
and if it would be confusing. I have quite the 
melancholy side and a lot of my songs have sad-

ness, and a thread on the entire record which is 
a sad sound and something that a lot of people 
can relate to, which is life and love. Blue for me 
means happiness, blue is my favorite color and, 
as a little kid, I was always in blue. I wanted 
to be like “I am the blue beautiful sky that’s 
above me,” but also you’re talking to the sky: 
“I’m blue.”

WCT: in the video for the song “she’s Pret-
ty, she Lies” you are involved in a combat-
ive relationship with a woman. a youTube 
comment wondered why your love interest is 
female since you are gay. Do you think that 
your videos have to be literal and reflect your 
sexual orientation? 

CJ: Oh gosh, no. I am an artist and a sto-
ryteller, and I think that’s absolutely ridiculous 
and kind of obnoxious. I don’t think of myself 
as a “gay singer”—I think of myself as a person 
who sings and who happens to be gay. When I’m 
thinking of a video for a song I don’t think about 
it in terms of that, I think about it in terms of 
how this will relate to the story that I want to 
tell in the song.

WCT: is there a style of music that is not in 
your wheelhouse, or can you sing any genre?

CJ: Thank you. I can’t do really really hard rock 
music because it’s just not the way my voice is. 
For instance, when Rent was around I auditioned 
many times and I just don’t have that raspy 
quality to my singing voice.

WCT: you got accolades for your acting in 
HbO’s behind the Candelabra, starring mi-
chael Douglas and matt Damon. What was it 
like working with them? 

CJ: I know Matt a little from working on 30 
Rock. He’s a lovely, amazing, kind and profes-
sional actor. Michael was wonderful and he was 
in it to win it and he was focused. I really just 
jumped at the chance to work with director Ste-
ven Soderbergh and Michael Douglas just be-
cause that’s a no-brainer. I knew my part wasn’t 
huge, but I knew that just being on set with 
these fantastic artists would only be a great ex-
perience.

WCT: Tell me about the upcoming film six 
Dance Lessons in six Weeks, co-starring Gena 
rowlands.  

CJ: It is based on a play and it is about a 
former Broadway chorus boy who goes back to 
his hometown in Florida to take care of his mom 
who is dying of Alzheimer’s. She dies and he’s 
there in his childhood home and he has nothing 
to do in life except that he used to dance. So 
he starts teaching dance at this dance school 
which caters to older wealthy retirees. My first 
client is Gena Rowlands and it is basically hate 
at first sight. It’s a wonderful story about op-
posites, life, love, right, wrong and forgiveness. 
It’s my first lead in a multimillion-dollar movie.

WCT: you are openly gay and married. Do 
women come on to you, thinking that they 
can turn you around? 

CJ: [Laughs] It’s happened a couple of times 
but most people know the deal.

WCT: you have been quoted as saying, “i 
don’t get big parts because i’m open.” 

 CJ: That was a little bit taken out of con-
text and it was also said many years ago. I don’t 
know if I don’t get parts because of being gay 
but I am sure there are parts that I haven’t got-
ten because I’m openly gay. If that’s the reason 
that I don’t get the part, then I don’t want to be 
a part of that project anyway. 

I’ve been out for almost 20 years now and I’ve 
always lived my life openly and honestly. If I am 
the right person for the part then they will know 
that and it will be based on my merit, reputation 
and talent. 

For more on Cheyenne Jackson, go to www.
cheyennejackson.com.

MUSIC

Cheyenne Jackson on
feeling blue and being
‘Behind the Candelabra’
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Cheyenne Jackson. Photo by Karl simone

CGMC’s ‘Some Like 
It Hot’July 29 at 
Laugh Factory

Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus (CGMC) is extend-
ing its 30th season into the summer with two 
performances of a new cabaret show entitled 
“Some Like It Hot.”

The show will take place Monday, July 29, 
at 7:15 and 9:30 p.m. at Laugh Factory, 3175 
N. Broadway.

Song selections include swingin’ standards 
like Night and Day and Another Hot Day in 
Harlem, showtune favorites like Too Darn Hot, 
and current hits from Adele and Esperanza 
Spalding.

Tickets are on sale for $25 for general ad-
mission and $50 for VIP seating (7:15 p.m.m 
show only)—both with a two-drink minimum. 
For tickets and more information, visit www.
laughfactory.com/clubs/chicago/date/2013-
07-29.

Brandy, Otis Clay, 
Monifah in African 
arts festival
 The 24th anniversary of the African Festival 
of the Arts will take place Aug. 30-Sept. 2 in 
Washington Park, 5100 S. Cottage Grove Ave.
 Among the scheduled entertainers are sing-
ing superstar Brandy, along with blues/soul 
legend Otis Clay, TV One’s R&B Divas Monifah 

and Syleena Johnson, and others.
 Brandy’s hits include “Sittin’ Up in My Room” 
“Almost Doesn’t Count,” “The Boy Is Mine” (a 
number-one duet with Monica) and “Put It 
Down” (a duet with Chris Brown that came 
out this year). A recent interview with her is 
at www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Bran-
dy-discusses-Whitney-reality-TV/41171.html.
 Singer Monifah has made news of her town, 
coming out as a lesbian on the show R&B Di-
vas. In an interview with The Advocate, she 
talked about past same-sex relationships as 
well as attempts to reconnect with her adult 
daughter, who disapproved of her mother’s re-
lationship with partner Terez.
 The event will also feature spirituality, 
quilting and fine arts pavilions; a drum vil-
lage; and a beer and wine garden.
 The tax-deductible admission is $10 in ad-
vance,$20 at the gate or $30 for a four-day 
weekend pass; and $5 for seniors and children 
under 13. Family and group discounts are also 
available. See africanfestivalchicago.com.

‘Naked Boys’ 
composer at 
Davenport’s Aug. 4

Shelly Markham—composer of the award-
winning song “It’s About Time” and a contrib-
utor to the long-running musical Naked Boys 
Singing—will perform at Davenport’s 1383 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., on Sunday, Aug. 4, at 4 p.m.

Markham has written special musical mate-
rial for many popular television series, includ-
ing Friends, The Nanny, Golden Girls, Gimme 
A Break and Touched By An Angel, and scored 
the PBS production of Charley’s Aunt starring 
Charles Grodin.

There is a $15 cover charge with a two-drink 
minimum and reservations are recommended. 
Call 773-278-1830 or visit www.DavenportsPi-
anoBar.com.

VIP 
RECEPTION
WITH DRINKS +  
HORS D’OEUVRES 
AT 6:30 PM

laughfactory.com/chicago 
or visit cgmc.org for details.

TICKETS ON SALE AT:

715PM+930PM

JULY 29
MONDAY THE LAUGH FACTORY

3175 NORTH BROADWAY
GENERAL 
ADMISSION

$25 VIP
ADMISSION

$50   
2 drink minimum per person (non-alcoholic or alcoholic beverage)

A SUMMER CABARET BENEFITING
CHICAGO GAY MEN’S CHORUS

ARTISTIC DIRECTION:  JIMMY MOREHEAD + LARRY TODD JOHNSON

http://www.cgmc.org
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by meGHan sTreiT

If the daily grind of city life has you itching for 
a getaway, hop in the car this weekend and head 
to Michigan’s Harbor Country. The quaint cluster 
of lakeside towns is less than a two-hour drive 
from Chicago, but it’s enough of a change of 
scenery that you will still feel like you got away. 
 The clean white sand beaches, brilliant sunsets 
and the many stunning and luxurious lakefront 
homes have earned Harbor Country the designa-
tion as “The Hamptons of the Midwest.” I don’t 
know about that, but Harbor Country is charm-

ing and picturesque in its own right—and worth 
visiting again and again. In between visits to 
the honest-to-goodness vineyards and wineries 
(yes, in the Midwest!), stops at the quirky an-
tique shops and lazy afternoons on the beach, 
you’re going to need to eat something, and I’m 
here to direct you to the best food in town.
 redamak’s, a kitschy burger joint in New Buf-
falo, is one of the first eateries you’ll see as you 
enter Harbor Country on Red Arrow Highway. 
It’s arguably the most famous restaurant in the 
area, so it’s worth a stop if you’ve never been. 
However, there’s a better burger to be had up 

the street at stray Dog bar & Grill. In addi-
tion to killer burgers and addictive crispy fries, 
you also can get one heck of a Reuben here. It’s 
worth noting that Stray Dog serves food until 
midnight, which comes in very handy since the 
sun doesn’t set until about 9:30 p.m. in summer 
and many restaurants close by 10:00 p.m., forc-
ing beachgoers to choose between watching the 
sun sink into the water over one last cocktail or 
eating dinner that night.
 For upscale pub food, try red arrow road-
house for a filling lunch or dinner. The house-
made potato chips appetizer, smothered with 
melted blue cheese, sour cream and scallions, is 
a gooey, delicious sign of what’s to come. Sink 
your teeth into equally decadent entrées like 
four-cheese mac spiked with BBQ rib meat or 
a pulled pork sandwich, drenched in barbeque 
sauce and piled high with caramelized onions.
 It’s not all burgers and BBQ on this side of the 
lake. There are also a few upscale spots serv-
ing elevated cuisine that could rival restaurants 
in Chicago (but these are beach towns, so nice 
shorts and sundresses are perfectly fine for din-
ner). The patio at bentwood Tavern is a lovely 
place to spend a warm summer evening. Located 
on the New Buffalo Harbor, it’s one of the few 
restaurants offering waterfront dining. Granted, 
you’ll be looking at docked boats rather than 
waves crashing on the shore, but it’s a nice 
enough view and the service is delightful. The 
tuna and avocado tartar is spectacular, espe-
cially when you spoon it onto crunchy wonton 
chips. With steaks, seafood, salads and wood-
fired pizzas, there’s a little something for every-
one here—and every bite I had was well above 
average. 
 Now about those vineyards—no, it’s not Napa 
or the Loire Valley, but yes, there are indeed 
rows of grapes that get turned into wine right 
here in Michigan. Some of the local wines are 
a tad on the sweet side, but plenty of them are 
highly drinkable. If you’re doing a tasting tour, 
make Tabor Hill Winery & restaurant your last 
stop. After your wine tasting, buy a glass of your 
favorite varietal and head outside to sip it while 
you walk through the vineyards until sundown. 
Wine is the star of the show here, so I recom-
mend a dinner made up of several glasses paired 
with a few appetizers to share. The polenta fries 

with white truffle aioli are exquisite and go 
nicely with Tabor Hill’s Traminette, a semi-dry 
white wine with subtle apricot and peach fla-
vors.
 If you want to rub elbows with the locals and 
the fancy-pants Chicagoans who own summer 
homes in Harbor Country, you will find them 
at Tosi’s. This hidden (literally) gem is tucked 
away on a dark residential street in Stevens-
ville. Inside, it’s the kind of red-leather booth 
Italian joint where the owner walks around and 
asks how you like your meal. You must order 
the malfati, a crazy good concoction of doughy 
gnocchi-like spinach “rolls” covered in creamy 
béchamel sauce and slathered in a hearty meat 
ragu. This dish is the best thing I’ve tasted in 
Harbor Country, and I have searched far and 
wide. Seriously, don’t even consider ordering 
anything else here.
 Wherever you decide to have dinner, I’d skip 
dessert at the restaurant and opt for an old-
fashioned ice cream cone at Oink’s ice Cream 
and yogurt. Pick your favorite flavor (there are 
plenty of tempting ones like Georgia Peach and 
Mackinac Island Fudge yogurt) and then grab a 
bench outside and look up at the stars—they’re 
phenomenal out here.
 After a day full of sun, wine, and too much 
good food, you’ll probably go to bed thinking 
you will never, ever eat again. But, you will, 
the next morning, in fact. Drive right on by The 
Casual Chef Café at The Pumpernickel inn 
because there is nothing that extraordinary be-
ing served that can compensate for the outra-

aNNOUNCeMeNTS
mOVeD reCenTLy beCaUse OF FOreCLOsUre? Have you 
moved recently due to a foreclosure or renovation? You 
may be eligible to earn $40 by participating in a 1 hour 
interview--a discussion between you and an interviewer 
about how you understand certain questions concerning 
your current living situation. RTI International and 
Research Support Services (RSS,Inc.), are conducting a 
study for the U.S.Census Bureau. Please call to complete 
a 3-5 minute telephone screening in order to determine 
if you are eligible. You will not be compensated for 
completing the screening. Call Carla at 888-540-
6770. Omb Control# 0607-0725 expiration 8/31/13 
(7/24/13-1)

BUSINeSS FOR SaLe
FOr saLe, THe HOrTOn bay GeneraL sTOre located 
on Lake Charlevoix in Michigan has been lovingly 
restored and is ready to be taken to the next level.  This 
seasonal business has a successful tavern in the rear 
of the store serving Tapas. The second floor is being 
used as a B&B and a residence. see Photos here: www.
hortonbaygeneralstore.com/  serious inquires only, 
contact Chip at 480-307-2549, hbgsclaud@gmail.
com (8/14/13-4)

BeaUTY Spa SeRVICeS
men sPa serViCes - Mens Custom Facial * Mens Waxing 
* Costume and Camouflage Make-Up * Body Wraps * 
Detoxing * Teeth Whitening. www.RitzyBlueSpa.com, 
312-985-7142. 40% off all services Discount Code: 
GLbC (10/16/13-26)

VIDeOS

CLeaNING SeRVICeS
CHesTnUT CLeaninG serViCes: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 

what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

DOrOTHy WiLL CLean yOUr HOme! I have 15 years 
experience in the community. Responsible, professional, 
honest, discrete. References available, Cleaning, laun-
dry, elder care, etc... Please call 773-488-1559 for 
Dorothy! (9/11/13-13)

CHiCaGOLanD CLeaners where it only takes ONE Call 
To Clean It ALL.  Carpet, Maids, Window, Gutters, Pres-
sure Washing and more.  Residential  & Commercial.  Li-
censed, Bonded and Insured. 847-699-2114 / www.
ChicagolandCleaners.com (7/16/14-52)

COUNSeLING

COUnseLinG anD CLiniCaL HyPnOTHeraPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 

that inhibit potential.  starla r. sholl, LCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

sOLUTiOn FOCUseD COUnseLinG FOr inDiViDUaLs 
anD COUPLes by licensed therapist. Depression, 
anxiety, body image issues & relationship challenges. 
Safe, confidential setting in Lakeview. Sliding scale 
available. 773-528-1777 www.mychicagotherapist.
com (10/9/13-13)

hOMe IMpROVeMeNT
basement get flooded?  We can help put it back to-
gether again!  We also do Painting, carpentry, tiling 
and Deck Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s List, “A+” with 
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free 
Estimates! andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 847-328-
3100 www.getandy.com  (8/1/13-52)

LeGaL SeRVICeS

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CLASSIFIEDS

MONTHLY FREE XXX
CATALOGUE

NO COMPUTER NEEDED
LATEST RELEASES

GREAT PRICES
FREE SHIPPING

Mention WCT and get a
FREE XXX DVD
from a top studio!

1-800-722-4336
or write: RAD Video

3245 University Ave., #1515
San Diego, CA 92104

(offer valid for new costumers only free
DVD with signed certification form)

www.radvideo.com

turn to page 19

VU
SUA

Fine Dining in the 
Heart of Lakeview

2925 N. Halsted St.
(773) 360-8816
www.vusuarestaurant.com for reservations

Room can handle up to 80 guests and we can prepare whatever you’d like 
from our vast menu. Parking is available across the street.

 This is a great venue for your upcoming wedding celebrations 
and wedding receptions. 

Call us today to discuss how we can turn your event into the time of your life.

“A Neighborhood Place”
Same owner/Same location since 1973

2827 N. Broadway       773-248-2445

NEW BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS!
• Rehearsal Dinners

• Wedding Celebrations

• Business Meetings

• Bachelor Parties

• Birthday Parties

• Holiday Parties

• You name it!

Weekly DininG GuiDe in 

Michigan harbor Country 
Dining Guide

theDISH

turn to page 19

http://www.vusuarestaurant.com
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SeRVICeS aVaILaBLe
sTOP yOUr FOrCLOsUre nOW! WILLIAM H. RANSOM, 
Attorney at Law, CALL NOW (312) 953-9120 or whrlaw@
aol.com - 19 years Litigation Experience - Credit Cards 
accepted - Payment Plans available (9/25/13-26)

SpIRITUaLITY

WINDOW TReaTMeNTS
WOnDerinG WHaT TO DO WiTH THOse WinDOWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (8/29/13-26)

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

3 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • 2,143 sq ft • one floor • from $644,900

#buyingIsthenewblack

jaw droppIng style

sales Center & model:18 n. Carpenter, Chicago
Between Madison and Washington a few blocks west of Halsted

open daily 10–6  •  312.496.3424
CAonAdams.com

Introducing CA, Belgravia’s newest collection of city homes, located in the West Loop. 

Our boutique building offers eye popping space with its 3 bedroom condos featuring 

private elevator access, 10'5" ceilings, contemporary finishes and 2 balconies—plus, a 

limited number of private terrace and penthouse homes with roof decks. It’s no surprise 

that we’ve sold out three times before.

CA Condos on Adams is owned by CA IV LLC and is exclusively marketed by Belgravia Realty Group, LLC. 
Prices, square footage, features and availability subject to change without notice. Developer license #2271021

live happierExclusively marketed by

W E S T  L O O P
1116–1132 w. adams

FOR SALE

LEGAL SERVICES
reaL esTaTe issUes? Buying – Selling – Leasing – Land-
lord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The Law 
Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway Street. 
(312) 492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. www.
FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

CONDO FOR SALE
COnDO PriVaTe rOOF DeCK Classic Chicago GreyStone 
walk up with outstanding entertainment space. Private 
roof deck has everything: custom lighting, gas BBQ, 
wet bar and wired for sound and TV and in-unit access. 
Exposed brick in separate dining room w/wood burn-
ing fireplace. andy Weber, Dreamtown realty. andy.
weber@dreamtown.com (7/17/13-1)

ONE BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
eDGeWaTer COmmUTer aDVanTaGe. Walk to beach, 
bus, red line and shops. Big bedroom and WOW clos-
ets. Large kitchen,l ots of cabinetry and a formal dining 
room. $875 with heat. $80 parking. Plus laundry, video 
intercom and patio. Call 773-706-6065. (7/24/13-3)

TWO BEDROOM APT FOR RENT
nOrTH ParK neiU area 3 beDrOOm Or (2 PLUs) 
About 1500 sq. ft. Heat included. $1,400/month. Agent 
owned. North Park Lovely! Back Yard. 1st floor. Well lite 
and bright. showings@CarrChicago.com (8/14/13-4)

REAL ESTATE

o p e n s u n d ay, J u ly 28 t h 1 –3

b e t s y  b u r k e
847.565.4264 cell
bburke@koenigstrey.com

1689 Lake avenue, HigHLand Park

Frank Lloyd Wright’s George Millard House  built 
in 1906. 3,000 sq ft of stunning Prairie-style 
architecture set on over a half acre wooded lot 
close to Lake Michigan. 9 Rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
2 and a half baths. 

1689lakeave.com                    offered at  $1,049,000

CLASSIFIEDS

geously rude service. Go instead to Viola Café, 
a darling breakfast spot tucked away in Three 
Oaks. One bite of the light buttery Swedish pan-
cake topped with lingonberry preserves and you 
will know it was well worth the 15-minute drive 
away from the main drag on Red Arrow Highway. 
The biscuits are impossibly fluffy and when they 
are topped with rich and creamy sausage gravy, 
previously important things like buttoning your 
pants and lowering your cholesterol start to 
seem irrelevant.
 If you don’t want to sacrifice any beach time 
driving, Luisa’s Café serves a reliable break-
fast just a few minutes from the lakefront. The 
most memorable item on the menu is the carrot 
cake waffle breakfast sandwich. Spicy and sweet 
carrot cake flavored waffles are topped with 
chicken sausage, smoked gouda and a fried egg 
making this dish an inventive take on chicken 
and waffles. Or, if you’re in a real hurry, grab a 
pastry and a cup of coffee to go from the adjoin-
ing Harbert swedish bakery, and go claim your 
spot on one of the beautiful beaches. 
 Do you need some more sugar & spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @sugarand-
spicems for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

haRboR from page 18

http://www.caonadams.com
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Wed., July 24
smithsonian exhibit exploring Human-

animal bond rolls into Chicago Smith-
sonian mobile exhibit explores the hu-
man–animal bond. Through July 25. 
1:45pm, Museum Campus near the Shedd 
Aquarium in Chicago, http://animalcon-
nections.com

The Gay Divorcee - Cabaret show With gay 
marriage, comes gay divorce... and great 
gay break-up songs by Melissa Etheridge, 
Aretha Franklin, Janis Joplin, Pink, Adele, 
Cher. One woman turns to her musical di-
vas for guidance and strength through her 
breakup. $12, two-drink minimum; 8pm-
9:30pm, 773-278-1830, Davenport’s Piano 
Bar and Cabaret, 1383 N Milwaukee Ave, 
http://davenportspianobar.com/ 

Q&a Trivia w/ Kwizmaster Kirk William-
son Join Nightspots’ own Kirk William-
son as he challenges the audience with a 
variety of questions while bartender Jeff 
serves up $5 Rokk cocktails. Get your team 
together, because the first-place team re-
ceives a $25 @mosphere certificate. Drink 
prizes for second and third place teams as 
well. 8pm-10:30pm, @mosphere, 5355 N. 
Clark St., www.facebook.com/qatrivia 

Crystal Waters LiVe Billboard dance sensa-
tion Crystal Waters will be joining Prog-
ress Bar for a live performance, including 
hits like “100% Pure Love” and “Gypsy 
Woman.” Showtime is at 11 pm sharp. 
Come early and bring your dancing shoes. 
No cover. Progress Bar, 3359 N. Halsted 

St. 9pm, Progress Bar, 3359 N. Halsted 
St., http://www.progressbarchicago.com

Thursday, July 25 
Healthminder Day by blogHer Open-

ing with a live interview with Secretary 
of Health & Human Services, Kathleen 
Sebelius, a full day for health and well-
ness enthusiasts, professionals or blog-
gers. Tracks: Fitness & Nutrition bloggers, 
special needs parents, caregivers, women 
sandwiched between two generations, cre-
ating and adhering to personal boundar-
ies. Register online. 8am-5pm, Sheraton 
Chicago, http://www.blogher.com/health-
minder-day-blogher-13

LCCP reunion If you worked at, were on 
the board of directors or a volunteer. See 
some old friends, check out some photos 
and hear about an important announce-
ment for the founders of LCCP. To RSVP 
contact Kara at VolunteerLCCP@how-
ardbrown.org; 6pm-8pm, 773-388-8864, 
4025 N. Sheridan Rd.

14th annual Creative arts Therapies ben-
efit Concert The Creative Arts Therapies 
Department will showcase research, prac-
tice and performance as therapy. Serving 
adults with traumatic brain injury. 7pm-
9pm, 312-369-7697, The Dance Center of 
Columbia College, 1306 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, http://www.colum.edu/academ-
ics/dcat/index.php

a Cole Porter songbook Cole Porter’s so-
phisticated music and notoriously witty 
lyrics come alive in unique Theo Ubique 

style under the direction of 4-time Jeff-
award winning director Fred Anzevino. 
7:30pm-9:30pm, 800-595-4849, No Exit 
Cafe, 6970 N. Glenwood Ave., http://www.
theo-u.org/ 

asians and Friends Chicago Fundraiser to 
help out a HIV-prevention cause in the 
Philippines. It’s the first time AFC and 
Filipinos and Friends Chicago collaborate; 
7:30pm, Atmosphere Bar, 5355 N. Clark St.

Friday, July 26
The Fixx & Wang Chung English New Wave 

band, The FIXX. 8pm-11pm, 630-962-
7000, Arcada Theatre, 105 E. Main St., 
Saint Charles, Ill., http://www.oshows.
com

Cocktails For Canines $10 at the door in-
cludes complimentary champagne from 
8-9 pm and a raffle ticket for the evening’s 
grand prize. All door and raffle proceeds 
benefit the loving dogs of FOUND Chicago. 
Great music, fab raffle and prizes, and 
Gator, the donation dog. Help support a 
groundbreaking local rescue dedicated to 
Chicago’s most medically and behavioral-
ly-challenged dogs. 7pm-10pm, Parlour 
on Clark, 6341 N Clark St., http://www.
parlouronclark.com

espíritu del Fénix (spirit of the Phoenix) 
Flamenco Chicago’s 10th Anniversary 
showcase featuring 25+ Flamenco Chi-
cago students in addition to the work of 
choreographer/artistic director Rosetta 
Magdalen, bailaor Sean Arana of Ensemble 
Español, cantaor Miguel Cuchna, and gui-
tarristas Tomás Kimball and Humberto Car-
rizales. 8pm-10pm, 312-787-0940, Ruth 
Page Center for the Arts, 1016 N. Dearborn 
St., http://flamencochicago.com

Gordon edmund: Out of His mind & into 
yours Psychology, hypnosis and magic 
trick perception, mystify, and alter reality. 
Based on audience participation. Edmund 
may call you up on stage and read your 
mind, challenge your beliefs and focus on 
how fun and exciting messing with the 
mind can be. Fridays through Aug.2. $25. 
9pm-10pm, 847-677-7761, Gorilla Tango’s 
Skokie Theatre, 7924 Lincoln Ave., Skokie, 
http://www.gorillatango.com

mary’s Fight Club: Lauper vs. Lennox w/ 
Voxbox Annie Lennox and Cyndi Lauper 
have both made pop music herstory, their 
careers spanning four decades. Join DJ 
Voxbox in celebration of these two very 
special ginger divas’ music and careers, 
and dance to their greatest hits!. 9:30pm, 
Mary’s Attic, 5400 N Clark St., http://
www.hamburgermarys.com/chicago

Saturday, July 27
Taste of Lincoln avenue The summer hap-

pening that is Taste of Lincoln Avenue, 
one of Chicago’s most popular summer 
street fests, celebrates its 30th anniversa-
ry in 2013. Through July 28. 12pm-10pm, 
North Lincoln Avenue between Fullerton 
and Wrightwood, http://www.chicago-
events.com/event.cfm?eid=117

LPL Camping and rafting Trip Wiscon-
sin Weilderness Weekend Lincoln Park 
Lagooners invade the Glacier Wilderness 
campground, raft the Wolf River through 
Menominee Indian Reservation, explore 
countryside and Nicolet National Forest. 
Friday to Sunday plan $130; Thursday ar-
rivals add $30. Rafting equipment rental 
$40 per person. Register online. 12pm, 
northern Wisconsin, http://www.lplchi-
cago.com/ 

Orgullo en acción Latina/o LGbT PriDe 
Picnic Free, intended for all; allies family 
children welcomed. Attendees are encour-
aged to bring food and grills. Children’s 
play area, community art project, grilling, 
main stage performances, dancing and 
community building. 12pm-8pm, Hum-
boldt Park near the corner of Humboldt 
Drive and Division, http://www.orgulloe-
naccion.org

Farewell to bartender Justin Jacobs Say 
“Byyyyyyeeeeee” to Justin as he moves 
back to the Sunshine State. His last shift 
is 12-7 pm, so come see him off in style. 
The Sofo Tap, 4923 N Clark St., http://
www.thesofotap.com

Out performer Dave Koz Eight-time Gram-
my nominated saxophonist performing 
with Mindi Abair, Gerald Albright and 
Richard Elliot in support of his new CD, 
Dave Koz and Friends Summer Horns. 7pm, 
Country Club Hills Theatre, 4200 W. 183rd 
St., Country Club Hills, http://www.coun-
tryclubhillstheater.org/; Tickets: http://
gopride.com/z8kh

Sunday, July 28
PFLaG monthly meeting Quarterly meeting 

of area PFLAG groups. Contact oakpark.
pflag@gmail.com; 3pm-4:30pm, First 
United Church of Oak Park, 848 Lake St., 
Oak Park, http://www.pflag.org

Get

online
: WindyCitymediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

KOZ & EFFECT

Out saxophonist Dave 
Koz (above) will perform 
at Country Club Hills 
Theatre.

PR photo

Saturday, July 27
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WINDY CITY TIMES 
& CENTER ON HALSTED

A NEW LECTURE SERIES
PRESENTED BY

Lavender University is a 9-month lecture series featuring 
top academic and activist LGBTQs working on a wide 
range of research and interests. It is sponsored by Windy 
City Times and Center on Halsted.

$25 PER LECTURE
Tickets available in advance and at the door on space-available basis. Discounts available for multiple series purchases. 
Limited number of scholarship slots available.

All lectures at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., Chicago. For tickets, see https://community.centeronhalsted.org/lavenderuniversity
For more information, please email: editor@windycitymediagroup.com or lkarlic@centeronhalsted.org

Sat., Sept. 7, 2013, 11am-1pm

JOHN D’EMILIO 
No Race-Baiting, Red-Baiting, or Queer-Baiting: The Marine 
Cooks and Stewards Union from Depression to Cold War
John D’Emilio teaches at the University of Illinois Chicago.  A pioneer in the field of the 
history of sexuality, he has written or edited more than half a dozen books, including 
a history of pre-Stonewall activism and a biography of Bayard Rustin.  A former Board 

chair of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, he was the founding director of its Policy Institute. In 
the 1930s, the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union became a multi-racial, left-wing, and queer-friendly 
labor union. How was this possible? What happened to the union? And why has this history not come 
down to us? Based on the research of Allan Berube, who was working on a history of the MCSU when 
he passed away unexpectedly in 2007, this talk with visuals will attempt to recreate this little known and 
inspiring episode in radical queer history.

Sat., Oct 12, 2013, 11am-1pm

E. PATRICk JOHNSON
Gathering Honey: 
Oral Histories of Black Southern Women 
Who Love Women
E. Patrick Johnson is the Carlos Montezuma Professor in the Department of 

Performance Studies and African American Studies, Northwestern University. As a follow-up to Sweet 
Tea: Black Gay Men of the South—An Oral History, E. Patrick Johnson has begun working on a new 
oral history on black lesbians of the South, tentatively entitled, Honeypot: Black Southern Women Who 
Love Women—An Oral History.  In his presentation, Johnson will discuss the challenges to conducting 
oral histories of black same-gender-loving women based not only on gender differences between his 
subjects and himself, but also the content of their stories. In addition, Johnson will share some of the 
women’s stories through performance.

THE FIRST TWO LECTURES IN THE SERIES
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“When faced w malicious gossip I take a mo-
ment to experience the loss of the person I 
thought was my friend... Then I say fuck em 
:-)”—Kirstie Alley tweets this comment, widely 
considered to be about ex-friend and ex-Scien-
tologist, Leah Remini.

You know I hate to name-drop. (Who am I 
kidding? I LOVE to name-drop.) But sometimes, 
I need to respect my famous friends’ privacy—
at least if I want them to remain my famous 
friends. So I can’t tell you whose guest room 
I’m staying in on the luxurious Island of Capri. I 
could give you a hint—I could mention that this 
legendary lady of the silver screen burst into our 
collective consciousness sashaying down a Nea-
politan street. But, no, I’ve said too much. If I 
go on, I might end up sleeping with the fishes 
... or, at the very least, with a dolphin.

It was only a matter of time before someone 
came up with a gay angle to the Trayvon Martin 
shooting. But even I was surprised that it came 

from Rachel Jeantel—Tray’s friend who seemed 
to have enormous difficulty staying awake on 
the witness stand. Last week, she revealed to 
Piers Morgan that when Martin told her he was 
being followed, she suggested that perhaps Zim-
merman was gay and was going to rape him! Re-
mind me to call her next time I need reassurance 
and am only armed with a bag of Skittles. She 
said, “For every boy or every man who’s not that 
kind of way, seeing a grown man following them, 
would they be creeped out?” At least Jeantel is 
consistent—she’s as impressive an interview as 
she was a witness.

Ryan Murphy took a break from filming The 
Normal Heart in New York to tweet some news: 
“I am thrilled to announce that the super tal-
ented Adam Lambert is joining the cast of Glee 
this fall.” Lambert responded, “I’m so excited!! 
:-)” Although this would imply that Lambert will 
not be joining the judging panel of American 
Idol, don’t be so sure—he could pull double 
duty since they both are on FOX. 

Regardless, this TV gig is coming at the per-
fect time since Lambert just walked away from 
his RCA recording contract last week. Apparent-
ly, the label wanted his next project to be a CD 
of ‘80s covers. Adam balked, as did many of his 
fans who took to the Internet to express their 
dissatisfaction about the proposal. (It should be 
noted that while most of the fans prefer original 

material, they think if he did such a collection, 
the result would be impressive.) In discussing 
the break, Lambert said, “While there are lots of 
great songs from that decade, my heart is simply 
not in doing a covers album.” 

Clay Aiken (runner up to Ruben Studdard on 
“Idol”) will be spending the tail end of the 
summer in Maine. He’ll be headlining the Ogun-
quit Playhouse’s production of “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” July 31-Aug. 
25. Thank God I’ll be back from Europe in time 
to catch the show during his final week.

A few months ago, I told you about an up-
coming HBO series starring Jonathan Groff as 
a video-game designer living in San Francisco 
and looking for love online. The unnamed gay-
themed show still has no name, but Groff recent-
ly shared some details about the premise: “The 
show hopefully will express all facets of gay life. 
We’re all different types of people. There’s lots 
of people who have anonymous sex. There’s also 
people looking for love. There’s people look-
ing for an open relationship. There are also the 
queens. There are those you wouldn’t know were 
gay. It’s the gay experience.” In other words, 
something for everybody.

In yet another instance of life imitating art, 
Groff finds himself once again looking for love—
he and Zachary Quinto broke up a few months 
ago. While some say the relationship simply ran 
its course and the long-distance aspect had be-
come problematic, others say it could have sur-
vived—if Groff didn’t insist that the couple re-
main monogamous. Hmmm. We hear that Quinto 
(eight years Groff’s senior) felt such constraints 
were unrealistic given their geographic situa-
tion, so the two parted. Whatever the reason, 
the bottom line is that two cute, successful gay 
men are now available. In a way, the timing was 
fortuitous. Groff has been best friends with Lea 
Michele since their Spring Awakening days and 
he immediately flew to her side during the after-
math of Cory Monteith’s death.

Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Parker in 
Cincinnati: “I read about a rugby player getting 
caught sending out nude photos of himself. Is he 
cute, how big is his dick, can you post the photos 
and who is he?”

I think this beautifully illustrates the rank-
ing of importance to the typical gay male—
looks, dick size, photos and name ... as an 
afterthought! The rugby player in question is 
21-year-old George Burgess, who plays for the 
South Sydney Rabbitohs. Yes, he’s very hot, has 
an amazing body and a penis that doesn’t disap-
point. No one is sure how these selfies ended up 
public, but George doesn’t seem embarrassed—
in fact, he should be enormously proud! 

Certainly I’m happy to post them (yes, plu-
ral) on our website. There’s another aspect of 
this story that I find fascinating. Apparently, 
George is one of FOUR brothers who play rugby 
professionally. There are brothers Luke and Sam, 
and then twins Tom and George. And as it turns 
out, they all play for the same team—at least 
the same rugby team. Sexually, I’m told that at 
least one of them (Luke) is gay. So, the ratio is 
now down to one in four. Incidentally, Luke’s 
position on the rugby team is listed as “scrum-
half”—which looks like something you’d see in 
his brother’s nude snaps on BillyMasters.com.

When I’m bringing you a bushel of Burgess 
balls, it’s definitely time to end yet another col-
umn. I’m suddenly reminded of Tom and Max Ev-
ans—they’re the brothers who play rugby in the 
UK and also do some of the hottest nude model-
ing I’ve ever seen. It must be something about 
rugby—or something about www.BillyMasters.
com, the site that gives you the whole scrum 
or no scrum at all! If you’d like me to interpret 
other sports terms, write to Billy@BillyMasters.
com and I promise to get back to you before we 
discover if Clay will be wearing the traditional 
loincloth when he appears in “Joseph.” So, until 
next time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

adam Lambert is making all kinds of 
entertainment news, billy says. Photo by Lee 
Cherry

/SidetrackBar

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

Gathering Our Nuts
A party to benefit our Softball team...

in GlassBar • Wed, July 31 • 7-10pm
$20 at door includes two drink tickets and a chance to win prizes 

including tickets to Lollapalooza (plus lots more prizes)

Followed by a special

Dudes Wednesday
with music & video featuring 

the male voice. Give-aways too! 
No Cover for Dudes Wednesday!

LAPTOP
MOBILE
WE’RE 
 VERSATILE

OR
Hot ’n horny hookups.

Join for FREE
Get 5 Days

Unlimited  
access

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.squirt.org


by JOrJeT HarPer
 
Writer, performer, and social media maven Dave 
Awl has been a presence in the Chicago fringe 
theater scene for over two decades, since mov-
ing to Chicago from his hometown of Peoria in 
1988. 

An early member of the Neo-Futurists ex-
perimental theater company and founder of the 
groundbreaking Pansy Kings, he also created 
and hosted a series of eclectic events called The 
Partly Dave Show. Awl’s interest in social media 
was an outgrowth of his theater and nightclub 
experience. An expert in social media commu-
nication, he is the author of Facebook Me! and 
has written regular articles on social media top-
ics for CreativePro.com. In recent years Awl has 
worked as a consultant for arts groups, business-
es, and individuals to help them build their so-
cial media presence; he also teaches workshops 
on Social Media Marketing for Small/Local Busi-
nesses, Artists, and Entrepreneurs.

Windy City Times: What was the Chicago 
fringe performance scene like in the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s?

 Dave Awl: One of the best things about those 
days was that space was cheap and plentiful. 
That meant that if you had a crazy idea for a 
show, you could put it together on a shoestring 
budget and make it happen. Late night theater 
was a new concept, so a lot of great theater 
spaces were sitting empty after 10 p.m. And if 
you didn’t need a full-fledged theater space, you 
could usually find a bar or a cafe that would 
let you put on your show for a cut of the door. 
That allowed so much strange, wonderful, and 
inventive stuff to happen and it made Chicago’s 
theater and performance scene really special in 
those years.

WCT: Were LGbT issues tackled in the show 
in the early days? 

DA: The first year or so that Too Much Light 
was running, there weren’t any gay cast members 
yet. Ted Bales joined the cast in late 1989, and I 
followed a few months later. We really wanted to 
put the show on the map in the LGBT communi-
ty, and let it be known that it was gay-inclusive. 
The Neo-Futurists marched in the Pride parade 
for the first time in 1991, and we started the 
annual tradition—still going strong—of doing a 
special Queer Pride edition of the show for Pride 
week, “30 Queer Plays in 60 Straight Minutes,” 
as a benefit for a local LGBT organization.

I made it a point to out myself to the audience 
in every performance. In the early 90s you didn’t 
see a lot of openly gay people on TV or in mov-
ies, and it was still considered risky for actors 
to come out. I always had in mind Harvey Milk’s 

idea that we have to come out because when 
people realize that someone they know and like 
is gay, that’s when they start to support us.

WCT: What was the genesis of The Pansy 
Kings? 

DA: In early 1994, there was a night when 
David Kodeski and Edward Thomas-Herrera (Da-
vid’s boyfriend) and I were talking about what 
a great job the women performers in town had 
done of creating vehicles for themselves like the 
Big Goddess Powwow. The Powwow was a huge 
event created by Lisa Buscani and Paula Killen 
that featured a lineup of Chicago’s best female 
performance artists, and they played to packed 
houses. We agreed that it would be great to 
have something similar for Chicago’s gay male 
performers. So I went away and thought about it 
and came up with the name The Pansy Kings’ Co-
tillion. We called it “the ultimate sampler pack 
of Chicago’s gay male performance scene.”

I created, curated and produced the first few 
Pansy Kings shows myself. We had the first Co-
tillion in October 1994 at the Neo-Futurarium 
and it was a sold-out hit. In addition to David 
and Edward and myself, the bill included Robert 
Rodi, Kurt Heintz, Honey West, Patrick Tretten-
ero, and John S. Connors, among others. And 
our emcee was Nightlines’ “Fey Ways” columnist 
Dominic Hamilton-Little at his absolute campi-
est.

WCT: What led to your deep interest in so-
cial media?

DA: When the Internet arrived in my life in 
1995, I got involved in a bunch of communities 
online that were organized around specific in-
terests—bands, or authors, or subjects like veg-
etarianism or lefty politics that attracted people 
who were on a similar wavelength. I loved the 
way it would take a bunch of fans and network 
them into an organized community.

In those days, mailing lists were the main 
tool—you’d subscribe to a mailing list and then 
a listserver would let members post messages to 
the whole group. Around 1997 I started a mail-
ing list for The Neo-Futurists, to give us a way to 
communicate with our fans and share news with 
them. That was a lot of fun, so I started a com-
munity for my favorite author, Russell Hoban, 
and another one for people who went to Planet 
Earth—a weekly New Wave dance night started 
by DJs Dave Roberts and Kristine Hengl (who 
later went on to open Late Bar in the Avondale 
neighborhood).

Planet Earth took place at several different 
nightclubs around town over the years, and it’s 
still going—these days it happens every Satur-
day night at Late Bar. Planet Earth always drew a 
very diverse and LGBT-inclusive crowd. The peo-
ple there were fascinating, but we didn’t really 
know each other at first, even though we saw 
each other on the dance floor every week. So 
the geek part of my brain realized that an online 
community could be the ultimate icebreaker. I 

started a Yahoo! Group called Planet-Earthlings 
and passed out little invitations to join it at 
the nightclub. Within a few months, I could look 
around on the dance floor and I knew everyone’s 
name.

A very close-knit group formed out of that—
and in fact a few years later, when I had some 
trouble with a moving company I’d hired, I 
posted an emergency message to the Planet-
Earthlings group and 13 people turned out on 
a Monday night to help me finish the move be-
fore I had to be out of my old apartment. When 
people say that Internet friendships aren’t “real” 
friendships, I think they’re full of beans. I’ve 
seen firsthand how online communities can cre-
ate powerful bonds between people.

So a few years ago, when Facebook and Twit-
ter began to take off, they felt like the next step 
forward in that regard—and I was interested 
enough to start writing about social media. Last 
year I started offering a three-week class on so-
cial media marketing at Late Bar in the early 
evening before it opens for business. I teach a 
new session of the class every couple of months.

Dave awl can be reached at hellothere@
awlpoint.com. His next three-week class in 
social media marketing for small/local busi-
nesses, artists, and entrepreneurs begins 
aug. 6. For more information, visit Dave’s 
website at http://awlpoint.com.

read the full interview with Dave awl at 
www.WindyCitymediaGroup.com.

July 24, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES22

Getting social with
the Pansy King:
Talking with Dave Awl

northalsted sunday Funday North Halsted comes alive 
with Sunday-Funday festivities and activity. See what 
all of Chicago Land is enjoying. Come straight to 
Halsted! 11am-11pm, Halsted/Belmont to Halsted/
Waveland, http://www.northalsted.com

Monday, July 29
st. Louis Pride Fest Pride ride (bike ride) Cycling 

event will be the first day of the St. Louis Pride Fest. 
7am-11am, 620-875-6262, St. Louis Pride 2013, 
http://teamsaintlouis.org/ 

marriage Community meeting Marriage supporters 
from across the area are coming together to re-
commit to securing marriage equality. Hear updates 
about the statewide legislative efforts, develop plans 
for effective community-led advocacy, and help build 
the campaign that will bring respect and dignity 
to same-sex couples in Illinois. 6:30pm, Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N Halsted St., http://www.centeron-
halsted.org; Tickets: http://tinyurl.com/ilunitesco-
hcommunitymtg

Chicago Gay men’s Chorus, “some Like it Hot” Chi-

cago Gay Men’s Chorus 30th season goes into the 
summer with a new cabaret show with swingin’ stan-
dards like Night and Day, Another Hot Day in Har-
lem, Too Darn Hot, and current hits from Adele and 
Esperanza Spalding. $25 for general admission and 
$50 for VIP. VIP reception 6 pm. First show 7:30pm. 
9:30pm, The Laugh Factory Chicago, 3175 N Broad-
way, http://www.laughfactory.com/clubs/chicago/
date/2013-07-29

Tuesday, July 30
Drag race with Frida Lay Chicago’s only amateur drag 

contest, hosted by Frida Lay! A hit at Roscoe’s since 
its premier in 2000. 10am, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted 
St, http://www.roscoes.com

Wed., July 31 
Women’s empower Hour with stephanie Lieber 

Stephanie Lieber, Chair of Lynn Sage Cancer Research 
Foundation (LSCRF), and Vice President of Individual 
Giving at Chicago Children’s Museum (CCM), host a 
discussion and Q&A on “Having Fun with Fundrais-
ing” at a complimentary luncheon. To RSVP for this 
complimentary event, please e-mail events@metcap-
bank.com. 11:30am-1pm, Metropolitan Capital, 9 E. 

Ontario St., Chicago more information
Gathering Our nuts: a Party for the sidetrack squir-

rels softball Team In the Glass Bar. $20 at the 
door includes two drink tickets and a chance to win 
prizes including tickets to Lollapalooza, plus many 
more prizes. 7pm-10pm, Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted 
St, Chicago, http://www.sidetrackchicago.com more 
information

JUba! masters of Tap and Percussive Dance Chicago 
Human Rhythm Project, in association with MCA 
Stage, begins three programs featuring extraordinary 
foot drummers and percussive arts masters. 7:30pm-
9:30pm, 312-542-2477, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, 220 East Chicago Ave., http://www.chicago-
tap.org; Tickets: http://www.mcachicago.org/perfor-
mances/now/all/2013/1011

Sunday, Aug. 4 
shelly markham Award-winning composer of Unofficial 

Gay Marriage Anthem It’s About Time & Naked Boys 
Singing. Songs performed by Windy City Chorus & 
Broadway’s Karen Mason; 4pm, Davenport’s Piano Bar 
and Cabaret, 1383 N Milwaukee Ave., http://www.
davenportspianobar.com

Friday, Aug. 9 
macy’s Passport Presents Glamorama “Fashion in a 

New Light” Nine-time Grammy Award winner Sheryl 
Crow and performance group Cirque du Soleil. $75 for 
show only; $175 & $285 for show and after-party; 
$1,000 for the VIP show and after-party. (The after-
party is on the Harris’ rooftop terrace.) Presale for 
American Express card members runs May 30-June 5; 
as of June 6, tickets will be sold at the Harris box 
office. 8pm, Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 
E Randolph St.; www.macys.com/glamorama

Saturday, Aug. 10 
northalsted market Days The 32nd annual Northal-

sted Market Days, the largest two-day street fair in 
the Midwest that takes place on Saturday & Sunday, 
August 10-11. 11am-10pm, 773-584-6631, Between 
Belmont and Addison on Halsted Street, http://www.
chicagoevents.com
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SPORTS

Force advances to
national title game
by rOss FOrman
 
Next stop, San Diego.
 The Chicago Force is California-bound for 
the Women’s Football Alliance (WFA) national 
championship game for the second consecu-
tive year after its 46-27 win Saturday night, 
July 20, over the Boston Militia in the na-
tional conference championship game. The 
title game will take place Saturday, Aug. 3.
 The Force moves to 11-0 and has reached 
the playoffs 10 of the team’s 11 years. The 
Militia ends its season 10-1.
 The Force will face the Dallas Diamonds for 
the championship as the Diamonds defeated 
the Central Cal War Angels 27-6 to claim 
the American Conference championship. The 
Diamonds had five shutouts in their eight 
regular-season games, and outscored their 
regular-season opponents 456-20. The Dia-
monds are in their 10th year and have won 
four national championships.
 Chicago and Dallas met for the 2008 In-
dependent Women’s Football League (IWFL) 
Championship in Chicago, and the Diamonds 
triumphed.
 “This is amazing,” Chicago two-way star 
Darcy Leslie said Saturday after the rain-filled 

game. “I am so proud, so relieved that we 
won; it’s a great feeling.”
 Chicago and Boston have played for the 
National Conference championship three con-
secutive years, and the Force has won the 
past two seasons.
 “We really were firing on all cylinders to-
night,” Leslie said.

The Force’s Jessica Javelet in saturday’s 
game. Photo from Linda bache

Dave awl. Photo courtesy of awl
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PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

When experience counts...
In service to the community 
for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

• Bankruptcy     
• Wills, Trusts & Probate    
• Real Estate Closings     
• Civil Unions

19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603
312-263-8800       RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM

We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

CONNE IONSX MaKe IT YOUR BUSINeSS

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
ilo

ilo
CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Divorce/Wills/Trusts  • Real Estate Closings

• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

2835 N. Sheff ield, Suite 304 | 888.707.HOPE
New-Hope-Recovery.com

Drug or Alcohol 
Problem?

We Offer LGBTQI Specific Treatment Programs
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FIELDS CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE
670 Frontage rd. • northField, il 60093

847.446.5100 • Fieldschryslerjeepdodge.com

Chrysler Jeep DoDge ram

Photos are for representative purposes only. Vehicles shown may differ from actual vehicles to be sold. Restrictions apply. Offer expires 7/31/13. All offers valid with approved credit. Rates 

available only through Ally. !90 Days No Payment available with approved credit through Chrysler Capital. *Tax, title, license, acquisition fee and documentation fee due at signing. Lease 

based on a 39 month term for 10,000 mi/year.  Offer includes Lease Conquest/Loyalty Rebate.  **Offer includes Military Bonus Cash, College Grad Discount, and Lease Conquest/Loyalty 

Rebate. ***Offer includes Military Bonus Cash and Lease Conquest/Loyalty Rebate. See dealer for details. Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge and Ram are registered trademarks of Chrysler Group, LLC.
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no payments for 90 days!

^

New 2014 JeeP

Grand Cherokee 

Limited 4x4 

StoCk # J19947

Leather, 8.4” touchscreen,

20” Wheels

Leather, dVd,

Back-up Camera

4.3-inch touch-Screen display, SiriUS 

xm Satellite radio, aluminum Wheels

lease for

$

430

Per moNth with $0 DowN*

lease for

$

299

Per moNth with $0 DowN*

lease for

$

274

Per moNth with $0 DowN*

161 

to ChooSe From!

New 2014 JeeP

Patriot SPort  

StoCk # J19880

mSrP: $19,560

6-speed automatic, U-connect w/

Bluetooth, SiriUS Satellite radio

sale Price as low as

$

15,273

**

11 

to ChooSe From!

Demo 2013 JeeP

WranGLer SPort   

StoCk # J20534

mSrP: $26,600

5-Speed automatic, Black 3-Piece 

hard top, SiriUS Satellite radio

sale Price as low as

$

22,256

***

53 

to ChooSe From!

New 2013 chrYsler

toWn & CoUntry

toUrinG 

StoCk # C19987

New 2013 DoDGe

JoUrney

Sxt 

StoCk # d19407

48

ChrySLerS

to ChooSe From!

63

dodGeS

to ChooSe From!

http://www.fieldschryslerjeepdodge.com
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