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Former diver
impacts thru TV
By Ross FoRman
 
Jhonmar Castillo has led a wild, roller-coaster life, certainly 
worthy of a TV documentary—which he likely would pro-
duce.

Castillo was an Olympic diver, and once was stranded in 
a foreign country, jilted by his gay lover. Castillo has been 
broke and heartbroken. He’s been in love multiple times—
and proudly walked, hand in hand, to his civil union cer-
emony with Ryan Witmer on June 2, 2011. Castillo has been 
a waiter by need, a hairdresser of fame, and an art dealer 
who flourished and then one who struggled with the econo-
my. He now is a pioneer in the gay media world. He’s endur-
ing bullying, though not to himself directly, and admits he 
himself was a bully.

Castillo never had an official coming-out because, he 
said, “I never was in [the closet.]”

He is an international sensation, now living in suburban 
Evanston, often working to further promote the LGBT com-
munity into the wee hours of the morning—in an unpaid 
job that has been his focus since August, 2011.

“I like that [my life] has been a roller-coaster ride; I think 
I’d be more afraid of a smooth ride,” Castillo said. “Just 
bring it on, whatever comes my way.”

The early years
The story starts in his native Venezuela, where Castillo 

was a competitive diver at age 8 and, by age 12, he won 
his first National Championship. Castillo eventually won 14 
international diving competitions in the 10-meter platform 
event, and he even represented his native country at the 
1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea.

When diver Greg Louganis had one of his most infamous 
dives of his illustrious career, hitting the back of his head 
on the diving board, Castillo, then 16, was right there, in 
his swimming trunks, on the pool deck.

While living in Venezuela in his early-20s, Castillo spent 
a couple years working as a flight attendant for American 
Airlines, mainly as a route out of the country.

“I didn’t see myself as a flight attendant at age 40,” he 

Turn to page 10

Windy City Times is providing tips on the hottest performances and people to catch this summer, including (left to right) sir ari Gold (photo by mike Ruiz); The Bear 
suit of Happiness by The new Colony at Theater on the Lake (PR photo); and Bonedanse (photo by Carl Wiedemann). see the entertainment special starting on page 18.
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Jhonmar Castillo manning the camera at a 
Pride Parade in Chicago. Photo from Castillo
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what happens in vegas
Jeff Guaracino writes about mixing 
business with pleasure when traveling to 
Las Vegas.
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Jhonmar Castillo has led a wild, roller-coaster life, certainly 

worthy of a TV documentary—which he likely would pro-

duce.
Castillo was an Olympic diver, and once was stranded in 

a foreign country, jilted by his gay lover. Castillo has been 

broke and heartbroken. He’s been in love multiple times—

and proudly walked, hand in hand, to his civil u
nion cer-

emony with Ryan Witmer on June 2, 2011. Castillo has been 

a waiter by need, a hairdresser of fame, and an art dealer 

who flourished and then one who struggled with the econo-

my. He now is a pioneer in the gay media world. He’s endur-

ing bullying, though not to himself directly, and admits he 

himself was a bully.

Castillo never had an official coming-out because, he 

said, “I never was in [the closet.]”

He is an international sensation, now living in suburban 

Evanston, often working to further promote the LGBT com-

munity into the wee hours of the morning—in an unpaid 

job that has been his focus since August, 2011.

“I like that [my life] has been a roller-coaster ride; I think 

I’d be more afraid of a smooth ride,” Castillo said. “Just 

bring it on, whatever comes my way.”

The early years

The story starts in his native Venezuela, where Castillo 

was a competitive diver at age 8 and, by age 12, he won 

his first National Championship. Castillo eventually won 14 

international diving competitions in the 10-meter platform 

event, and he even represented his native country at the 

1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea.

When diver Greg Louganis had one of his most infamous 

dives of his illustrious career, hitting the back of his head 

on the diving board, Castillo, then 16, was right there, in 

his swimming trunks, on the pool deck.

While living in Venezuela in his early-20s, Castillo spent 

a couple years working as a flight attendant for American 

Airlines, mainly as a route out of the country.

“I didn’t see myself as a flight attendant at age 40,” he 

Turn to page 10

Windy City Times is providing tips on the hottest performances and people to catch this summer, including (left to right) sir ari Gold (photo by mike Ruiz); The Bear 

suit of Happiness by The new Colony at Theater on the Lake (PR photo); and Bonedanse (photo by Carl Wiedemann). see the entertainment special starting on page 19.
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Jhonmar Castillo manning the camera at a 

Pride Parade in Chicago. Photo from Castillo
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By FRank PizzoLi

By the time the first national AIDS education 
campaign was launched in 1988, when 107 mil-
lion brochures entitled “Understanding AIDS” 
were mailed to every U.S. household, there were 
83,000 U.S. AIDS cases, and more than 45,000 
people had died. 

Twenty-four years later on May 9 in New York 
City, 500 people, mostly Caucasian men, gath-
ered to discuss both long-term survival and 
alarming data by University of Pittsburgh re-
searcher Ronald Stall suggesting that if current 
trends continue 50 percent of African-American 
men who turned 18 in 2009 and have sex with 
men will be HIV+ by age 35. Fifty-four percent 
of all men who have sex with men will be HIV-
positive.

Before the panel discussion began for Is This 
My Beautiful Life? Perspectives from Survivors of 
the AIDS Generation, Windy City Times talked to 
individuals filtering into the auditorium of Ba-
ruch College’s Mason Hall, in Chelsea.

Many in the room lamented the fact that AIDS 
service organizations have all but abandoned 
regular support programs for long-term survi-
vors. So have national gay organizations, like 
HRC and the nation’s network of “equality” orga-
nizations panelists said.

Worse yet, gay/bi men are only about 2-6 per-
cent of the U.S. population (depending on who 
you ask), but are the fastest growing group of 
new infections, 63 percent of total infections in 
recent years. There has been a 12 percent rise 
in HIV transmission for men who have sex with 
men between 2008 and 2010, the year for the 
latest estimates. The rise occurred even as rates 
dropped in all other populations.

Originally from Chicago, Yvonne Ghareeb, a 
23-year staff veteran of Broadway Cares/Equity 
Fights AIDS, one of the evening’s sponsors, said 
in a voice tinged with concern that she’s sad-
dened so many survivors are forgotten. “And sui-
cides are up with long-term survivors,” said the 
former Off-Broadway theater coach.

In fact, it was the Dec. 18, 2012 death of 
Spencer Cox, 44, early ACT UP participant, who 
apparently had stopped taking his HIV medi-
cines, that moved his friends to act. Cox was 
featured in the Oscar- nominated documentary 
How to Survive a Plague. His unexpected death 
pushed friends to revamp The Medius Insti-
tute for Gay Men’s Health, originally active in 
2006-2007, and now reconstituted as the Me-
dius Working Group, and a program sponsor. His 
medical proxy, Carly Sommerstein, said, “Early 
in the epidemic activists were in media’s face. 
That needs to happen again. Survivor support is 
down. Infections are up.”

The Medius Institute for Gay Men’s Health ad-
vocated for research into the emotional, mental, 
and physical stresses facing gay men in midlife. 
Two papers by Cox, one on gay men in midlife 
and the impact of AIDS, and another on the role 
depression plays in risk-taking behaviors are on-
line under Writings by Spencer Cox at http://
www.treatmentactiongroup.org.

In media interviews after his untimely death 
and on the night the NYC meeting, Cox’s friends 
wondered aloud if their buddy lost his way. A 
New York Times blog at the time of his passing 
asked if Cox had succumbed to “pill fatigue,” 
since doctors indicated he apparently had 
stopped taking HIV medications.

“I’ve been lost since surviving,” said Penn-
sylvania native Sean McKenna, now an NYC 
resident. At one point, McKenna authored Love 
Danny, Advice from a Positive Perspective, which 
ran in WCT and other publications. McKenna said 
in a concerned voice, “I’m always waiting for the 
other shoe to drop, especially with my health.” 
He feels too old to begin a new career and too 
young not to have one.

HIV stigma has stymied McKenna too: “I feel 
treated like the ‘bad gay’ who got infected, not 
the ‘good gay’ who didn’t.” He readily cites re-
ported low levels of safer sex being practiced by 
g/bi men and asks “How do we close the gap, 
where’s the disconnect?” One disconnect McK-
enna talked about with resentment is how Gay, 
Inc., devoted exclusively to equality issues, has 
abandoned gay men, a theme panelists also ex-
plored.

The formal panel opened with a segment from 
How to Survive a Plague. A local screening of 
the film is set for Center on Halsted June 6, 5 
p.m. when Chicago Department of Public Health, 
the Illinois Department of Public Health and 
ViiV Healthcare hosts an HIV testing seminar. 
The film covers the dark days of 1987, when the 
country was six years into the AIDS epidemic, a 
crisis that was still largely being ignored both by 
government officials and health organizations—
until the sudden emergence of the activist group 
ACT UP in Greenwich Village, largely made up 
of HIV-positive participants who refused to die 
without a fight. 

The June 6 event offers free, rapid HIV test-
ing available all day in observance of National 
HIV Testing Day at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. 
Halsted St., Chicago. The program begins at 5 
p.m. with keynote speaker Dr. Robert Dodge, 
University of North Carolina School of Medicine. 
Free dinner will follow followed by the film at 7 
p.m. in the Center’s Hoover-Leppen Theatre. For 
information and registration, contact HIVrsvp@
centeronhalsted.org; 773-472-6469 ext. 403.

Panel moderator Perry Halkitis set the NYC 
evening’s tone by commenting that if World War 
II’s generation was the “greatest” the AIDS gen-
eration was the “bravest.”

Peter Staley delivered the evening’s most 
dramatic indictment, echoing what audience 
member McKenna said privately. “I feel aban-
doned by Gay, Inc., by the same organizations 
who built their national platform on what was 
originally put into place by AIDS organizations, 
something they now forget,” Staley argued. He 
wondered how much lower HIV infections might 
be, instead of rising so rapidly in recent years 
among gay men, “if HRC devoted 5 or 10 percent 

Letter from NYC:
An AIDS reunion

Turn to page 5

Panelists, left to right: Jesus aguais, mark Brennan-ing, Ph. D.; L. Jeannine Bookhardt-murray, 
m.D; Jim Eigo, Joe “ JoemyGod” Jervis and Peter staley. Perry Halkitis, Ph.D. (not shown) 
moderated. Photo by Frank Pizzoli

 

Chronicle of Philanthropy recently pub-
lished an article by Raymund Flandez en-
titled, “As Wedding Bells Ring, Charities 
Seek Support From Newly Visible Same-
Sex Couples.”
 Despite the title, the article has little 
to do with the freedom to marry. It fo-
cuses on the idea that gay couples are 
wealthier than straight couples and have 
“extra cash” that nonprofits should pur-
sue. It leads with a quote from Stephen 
Phelps, a gay donor who says, “No mat-
ter who you are, you are missing an op-
portunity if you’re not reaching out to 

this diverse group because gay men have 
money and lots of it. Lord Dorothy, we’ve 
got money.”
 The idea that gays are wealthier than 
straights is an inaccurate stereotype that 
undermines the struggle for equality of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) people. The best data we have 
on this is from a study conducted by 
Gallup in partnership with the Williams 
Institute, based on interviews with more 
than 120,000 people—the largest survey 
of LGBT Americans ever conducted, and 
by far the most robust methodologically. 
This study found that LGBT people are 
poorer than the population at large: 35 
percent of LGBT adults have incomes of 
less than $24,000 a year, compared to 24 
percent for the general population.
 It’s unfortunate that the Chronicle 
didn’t include a caveat about the evi-
dence of high levels of poverty in LGBT 
communities, and instead cherry-picked 
data from the Census indicating that gay 
couples earn more than straights. 
 I’m sure Flandez and the Chronicle 
meant no malice. To be fair, the statis-
tic they cite is true: same-sex couples in 
which both partners work do indeed have 
higher median household incomes than 
straight couples in which both partners 
work. But the specificity of the statistic 
is a sign that it doesn’t tell the full story 
about gay people and wealth. 
 The Census is not the best source for 
understanding the LGBT population, 
since it only captures those who are in 
couples—and often reveals more about 
gender inequality than anything else. 
For example, lesbian couples (unmen-
tioned in the Chronicle piece) have lower 
household incomes than straight couples. 
That’s not surprising at all, since women 
on average make less than men. Census 
data also show that gay men in couples 
have lower individual incomes than do 
men in straight couples. 
 The most pernicious thing about the 
gay-wealthy stereotype is that it has 
been used for decades to rationalize 
the systematic marginalization of LGBT 
people. Just a few weeks ago, when the 
Supreme Court heard arguments on the 

Defense of Marriage Act, Chief Justice 
Roberts asked, “You don’t doubt that the 
lobby supporting the enactment of same-
sex-marriage laws ... is politically power-
ful, do you?” His implicit assumption is 
that gays are wealthy and powerful, and 
therefore do not warrant what jurists call 
“strict scrutiny” in cases of equal protec-
tion. The stereotype that gay people are 
wealthy is serving as a potential rational-
ization for continued discrimination.
 The same damaging stereotype is un-
doubtedly one of the reasons that phil-
anthropic support for LGBT communities 

is so dramatically low. 
After all, why would 
a foundation want to 
invest its precious re-
sources in a community 
that’s (allegedly) already 
wealthy? According to 
our research at Funders 
for LGBTQ Issues, only 
one-quarter of one per-
cent of foundation grant 
dollars went to LGBT 
communities in 2011. 
Given that LGBT people 

are 3.4 percent of the population—and 
5.1 percent of the low-income popula-
tion—that makes us one of the groups 
most under-funded by the philanthropic 
sector.
 A related—and equally false—stereo-
type about LGBT communities is that we 
don’t have families or raise children. More 
than one foundation staffer has told me, 
“Oh, we don’t fund LGBT. We fund fami-
lies.” Again, the myth is not borne out by 
facts: in the U.S., about two million chil-
dren are being raised by LGBT parents. All 
foundations that care about families have 
a duty to make sure that those two mil-
lion children have a safe educational en-
vironment and opportunities for healthy, 
fulfilling lives.
 As the movement for LGBT equality 
continues to gain momentum, it’s time 
for the Chronicle and the philanthropic 
sector to get beyond stereotypes and 
start looking at the real and urgent needs 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
communities:
 — LGBT youth make up 40 percent of 
homeless youth—largely because of fam-
ily rejection.
 — Gay and lesbian couples raising 
children are more likely to be poor than 
straight couples with children. 
 — LGBT seniors, especially women, are 
poorer on average than straight seniors, 
in part because marriage inequality pre-
vents same-sex couples from receiving 
the spousal social security benefits that 
straight couples get.
 — Transgender Americans face double 
the unemployment rate of the general 
population, and 90 percent report harass-
ment or discrimination on the job.
 These are not just LGBT problems, 
they’re American problems. If philanthro-
py hopes to achieve its noble goal of the 
betterment of humanity, then we need to 
recognize and address the unique needs 
of LGBT communities.
 The original Chronicle article http://
philanthropy.com/article/same-sex-
Couples-Get-new/139309/.
 Ben Francisco maulbeck is president 
of Funders for LGBTQ issues, see www.
lgbtfunders.org.

By BEn FRanCisCo mauLBECk 

GUEST VIEWPOINT

No, LGBT people are not 
richer than straights

“The most pernicious thing about 
the gay-wealthy stereotype is 
that it has been used for decades 
to rationalize the systematic 
marginalization of LGBT people.”
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By kaTE sosin anD anDREW DaVis

After more than two decades of being turned 
away, openly gay youth will be allowed to join 
from The Boy Scouts of America (BSA).

The national organization voted to repeal its 
22-year ban on openly gay scouts in a historic 
vote May 23. The resolution takes effect Jan. 
1, 2014.

The repeal comes after years of pressure from 
LGBT groups, although the ban on openly LGBT 
scout leaders remains.

“While people have different opinions about 
this policy, we can all agree that kids are better 
off when they are in Scouting,” BSA said in a 
statement. “Going forward, our Scouting family 
will continue to focus on reaching and serving 
youth in order to help them grow into good, 
strong citizens. America’s youth need Scouting, 
and by focusing on the goals that unite us, we 
can continue to accomplish incredible things for 
young people and the communities we serve.”

LGBT groups praised the move but said that 
the work is not over.

“[The] vote is a significant victory for gay 
youth across the nation and a clear indication 
that the Boy Scouts’ ban on gay adult leaders 
will also inevitably end,” said GLAAD spokes-
person, Rich Ferraro, in a statement. “The Boy 
Scouts of America heard from religious leaders, 
corporate sponsors and so many Scouting fami-
lies who want an end to discrimination against 
gay people, and GLAAD will continue this work 
with those committed to equality in Scouting 
until gay parents and adults are able to partici-
pate.”

BSA has been ensnared in controversy over the 

ban for months, after reports surfaced that the 
organization was considering ending the ban 
but then backed away from that proposal. 

In April, BSA announced an official resolution 
to allow gay youth into the scouts. 

Supporting that proposal was BSA Northeast 
Illinois Council, which represents parts of Cook 
and Lake County. Mike Hale, the council’s scout 
executive, said that the local board drafted a 
statement of support for the repeal at the urging 
of the most of the group’s members. 

The BSA Chicago Area Council did not take a 
stance on the repeal. 

More than 1,400 members voted on the na-
tional proposal at BSA’s annual meeting in 
Grapevine, Texas.

The vote overturned the ban on openly gay 
scouts that was based on a line from the 1911 
Boy Scouts of America oath: “On my honor I will 
do my best ... to keep myself physically strong, 
mentally alert and morally straight.”

In 1990, James Dale, a gay scoutmaster, was 
forced out of BSA and filed suit in New Jersey. 
The case made it to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which upheld the ban in 2000.

But LGBT activists continued to challenge BSA 
on the policy.

Openly backing the repeal were BSA national 
executive board members James Turley, CEO of 
Ernst & Young and Randall Stephenson, CEO of 
AT&T.

But conservative groups also applied pressure 
to the scouts, stating that a change in policy 
would fundamentally alter the culture of scout-
ing.

BSA said in a statement that the organization 
is done weighing the policy, at least for now.

“The Boy Scouts of America will not sacrifice 
its mission, or the youth served by the move-
ment, by allowing the organization to be con-
sumed by a single, divisive, and unresolved 
societal issue,” the group said in a statement. 
“As the National Executive Committee just com-
pleted a lengthy review process, there are no 
plans for further review on this matter.

Several LGBT organizations praised the vote.
“Today’s vote ending discrimination of gay 

Scouts is truly a historic moment and demon-

strates the Boy Scouts of America’s commitment 
to creating a more inclusive organization,” said 
Zach Wahls, Eagle Scout and founder of Scouts 
for Equality, in a statement. “Scouts for Equality 
is honored to be a part of the movement that 
has achieved a tremendous victory towards the 
fight for equality in America and we are proud to 
call ourselves Scouts.”

Still, others argued that the ban on openly 
gay adults continued to send a homophobic 
message to scouting youth. 

Boy Scouts to 
allow gay youths

of their budget to prevention and education.”
Staley also touched on the big AIDS el-

ephant in the room—current HIV drugs are 
easier to take and produce fewer side effects 
making HIV treatment a vastly different ex-
perience for younger men. “The death and 
dying, the constant diarrhea, body changing 
lipodystrophy (loss of facial and limb fat, dis-
tended belly), they ain’t seen it,” Staley said. 
“We need to meet young men where they are. 
Listen to them and their concerns.”

Connecting his thoughts to both Staley and 
audience member McKenna,

Joe “JoeMyGod” Jervis noted how guys 
in their online bios refer to themselves as 
“clean” which means “I’m not infected. If you 
are you’re dirty.”

ACT UP veteran Jim Eigo, who has returned 
to weekly meetings, said his experience with 
younger men has been positive, especially 
when they discuss Plague and United in An-
ger, another history of AIDS film. Eigo said, 
“It really registers when I explain how we 
used to say to each other ‘Will the last man in 
Chelsea turn out the lights.’”

Jesus Aguais, who was 20 years old in 1988 
when he learned he was infected shared that 
empowerment comes “when your political 
mind wakes up. You’re not supposed to wit-

ness all that death so young,” telling the au-
dience how he transported the ashes of four 
friends back to Venezuela. He underscored 
what Staley noted: That’s not the experi-
ence of younger infected men today. HIV is 
no longer a death sentence. It’s successfully 
treatable, although as was murmured from the 
audience “That doesn’t mean you want it.”

Collectively, panelists weaved data, and the 
lack of it, around the themes of unresolved 
grief and guilt for survivors; the lack of data 
on HIV-related suicide, and “syndemics,” a 
clustering of pressures faced by individuals—
old age, HIV, isolation, depression. “Much of 
what we need to know just isn’t collected or 
studied,” said Mark Brennan-Ing.

L. Jeannine Bookhardt-Murray, M.D, brought 
a moment of laughter to a sometimes-somber 
evening. “I expected to witness two events in 
my life, the election of an African-American 
president and a cure for AIDS. We got one. 
Now it’s time for the other!”

Program sponsors were ACRIA; The Actors 
Fund; Aid for AIDS International; Broadway 
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS; Callen-Lorde Com-
munity Health Center; Center for Comprehen-
sive Care; Center for Health, Identity, Behav-
ior and Prevention Studies at NYU; Friends 
in Deed; Gay Men of African Descent; GMHC, 
Harlem United; the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & 
Transgender Community Center; SAGE; Sero 
Project; and Treatment Action Group. 
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By yasmin naiR

Howard Brown Health Center’s (HBHC) former 
CEO and president Jamal Edwards departed the 
organization in August 2012, amid a flurry of 
complaints and questions about his manage-
ment style and strategies.

Since then, both the Chicago LGBTQ commu-
nity and the larger healthcare community have 
been watching the organization to see what its 
future might look like. 

Recent news—such as the abrupt cancellation 
of a planned move of some services to a new 
location and a report on its recent audit—have 
raised old concerns. All of this has brought re-
newed attention to the questions around its 
leadership and staff, particularly the appoint-
ment last year of Karma Israelsen, interim CEO 
and president. 

The delay in the move of HBHC’s Triad Health 
Practice (renamed Aris Health) to 3245 N. Hal-
sted St., a space formerly occupied by North-
western Memorial Physicians Group, has been 
the more public glitch in the organization’s way 
forward. 

Amid much fanfare, HBHC announced that this 
new space would allow it to expand its services, 
particularly to pediatric populations. The move 
had been initiated under and announced by Ed-
wards, and Israelsen had spoken proudly of it 
to WCT. She spoke of the advantages of a larger 
space and of the expansion of pediatric services 
to a community whose needs are rapidly chang-
ing. 

In February, the news media received an in-
vitation to a ribbon-cutting in March. But then 
came  an announcement, almost a week prior, 
that the March 25 ceremony and the move had 
been postponed until further notice. 

The cancellation caused consternation and 
questions, including some long-simmering ones 
about the ability of Karma Israeslen to lead 
Howard Brown. In September 2012, follow-
ing Edwards’ departure, Israelsen—then board 
chair—took over as interim president and CEO, 
with an annual salary of $180,000. The choice of 
Israelsen as HBHC leader raised eyebrows, since 
many felt that the storied institution was, once 
again, choosing someone with no experience in 
healthcare. 

Israelsen’s salary, while nowhere as high as 
the $265,000 made by Jamal Edwards, was still 
high enough to be questioned. Like Edwards, she 
had no previous experience in healthcare, and 
had left her position at Career Education Corpo-
ration. She was, at the time of her appointment, 
in the midst of taking a six-month period off 
to travel and decompress, as she told WCT in 
October 2012. 

In that same interview, Israelsen emphasized 
that hers was not a permanent appointment, 
and that her major task was to initiate changes 
in the culture at HBHC and to ensure the hiring 
of a new CEO and president. 

Several insiders and former employees had 
asserted that Edwards’ tenure had been one of 
surveillance and high tension, and HBHC at the 
time was marked by a large turnover in staff. In 
past years, some of HBHC’s leaders have come 
from within internal ranks, often with little to 
no experience in healthcare management.

When contacted by WCT in the wake of the 
cancellation of the Aris move, Israelsen ac-
knowledged that the sudden change did not help 
the organization, and that it was both “unfortu-
nate” and “embarrassing.” 

Asked for details on what had transpired, Is-
raelsen said, “The agency had signed a 30-year 

lease with Northwestern University Memorial for 
the space. When we started the process in Oc-
tober/November of last year, we thought there 
would only be minor updates to carpeting and 
paint. We hadn’t planned on dramatic con-
struction, only some cosmetic touch-ups which 
wouldn’t require any permits.”

According to Israelsen, as HBHC continued 
talks with Walgreens, its longtime pharmacy 
partner, “it became clear that, to meet capacity, 
we needed additional changes to the building. A 
pharmacy has very specific security, temperature 
and security requirements, for instance.” 

Israelsen added that HBHC realized it did not 
have the requisite permits and decided to post-
pone the opening rather than have visitors see 
an unfinished space. HBHC is now hoping for 
an opening in early summer; the Triad Health 
Practice is still operational. 

She acknowledged, “At the end of the day, we 
still have a way to go in getting our planning 
done a little bit better, but at the end of the 
day we strongly believe that the fact that we’re 
going to take the time and do the additional 
construction on our side of the building for our 
patients is going to be really, really impactful 
and really the right kind of investment to do for 
our clients long-term.” 

HBHC also had to make additional changes to 
meet Americans with Disabilities Act require-
ments, which have changed since the building 
was built. 

WCT asked if HBHC—a large, multimillion-
dollar agency—had a committee or a subgroup 
specifically designated to oversee the construc-
tion over these past many months, which could 
potentially have prevented the late realizations. 
Israelsen responded, “We only own one building 
[on Sheridan] so any kind of construction issues 
are covered by our landlords.” 

She added that, with Walgreens, “because this 
was a new process for them, the Walgreens pro-
cess for getting a lease established takes several 
weeks as we started to work through the lease 
negotiations, since they will be subletting the 
space, it actually takes a long time.

“Having to arrange for their architecture firm 
and our own to come in, there was a significant 
amount of building, electrical, and plumbing in-
spections that had to be done. Unfortunately, 
these things take time. I completely understand 
how people would perceive that if we knew 
about this, we should have planned better. We 
agree. Unfortunately, it’s not a core competency 
of ours—my team is a medical team; we don’t 
always deal with the city.” 

Asked about the impact of the late opening, 
she said that the Triad Practice at the Illinois 
Masonic space was still running and there was 
no disruption of services there. Illinois Masonic 
is allowing HBHC to continue the lease on a 
month-to-month basis. (It was to have ended 
Feb. 28.) 

HBHC is also currently undergoing a search for 
its next CEO, aided by Kittleman and Associates, 
a search firm that specializes in the hunt for 
leaders of nonprofits. 

Soon after news of the postponement came 
a report from Crain’s Chicago Business titled, 
“Audit dings Howard Brown financial controls,” 
which stated that the most recent audit, for the 

fiscal year that ended June 30, 2012, found ar-
eas of weakness, including a failure to reconcile 
its books and track petty-cash payments. 

Contacted for comment on this, HBHC Board 
Chair Duke Alden said that he was “very disap-
pointed” in the Crain’s article. He said that the 
board of directors had been very pleased with 
the audit “in not only firming up our bottom 
line, but with better controls.” 

Alden pointed out, “In 2010, when we had 
the first independent audit after the financial 
mismanagement, there were 41 findings. We’ve 
been working systematically to get that whittled 
down as soon as possible [with the current num-
ber being seven]. We would love to see zero, and 
that’s my pledge as board chair [to bring down 
the number].”

He said, “Crain’s looked at it backwards/for-
wards, and the implication was that we had 
somehow slipped. Even our auditors at Crowe-
Horwarth read the article and were taken aback 
by how negative and skewed it was, focusing 
only on those few instances.” 

The audit is available online on the Howard 
Brown website. In most instances where the 
auditors report on areas of weaknesses, HBHC’s 
response is, “We agree,” followed by a summary 
of what will be done to rectify the problem. 

Alden said that the report needed to be read 
“from stem to stern, not just for the last few 
pages” and that the article was “like a kick in 
the teeth.”

Howard Brown has not, in its more recent 
years, had people with expertise in healthcare. 
Edwards was appointed under circumstances 
that have long been controversial: the board 
chair who oversaw the process at the time was 
Mark Andrews, who also worked for Career Edu-
cation Corporation. Israelsen, then only a board 
member, was at the time a vice president of 
regulatory operations in the same corporation. 

Andrews stepped down as board chair in the 
wake of a clean sweep, leaving only Israelsen 
and Frank L. Buttita as remaining board mem-
bers because they had been newly appointed to 
the board. Israelsen stepped in as board chair 
in January 2011, after Edwards became CEO. She 
and Edwards worked closely together to oversee 
a board selection committee, according to an 
interview Edwards gave to WCT in February 2011.

All of this has led to several people question-
ing if HBHC can ever move out of its circular 
form of appointments, where important selec-
tions appear to be made based not on qualifica-
tions but on how people deploy their affinities 
and ties with current board and staff. 

Asked directly about Israelsen’s qualifications 
in light of recent reports, Alden said, “We were 
incredibly lucky to have Karma take over this 
role [of interim CEO] because we had so many 
in-flight projects that it would have taken an 
act of God to find someone who could have tak-
en over the reins of the organization and seen 
through those projects and all the changes re-
lated to the Affordable Care Act.” He said that 
Israelsen was the only option that made sense 
to the board. 

He acknowledged that she does not have 
healthcare experience, “but she did have an 
executive sense of what needed to happen 
next.” On the hiring of former CEOs, he said that 
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though he had not been there during the ten-
ures of Edwards or Michael Cook before him, “I 
can anecdotally affirm that traditionally Howard 
Brown has looked to executives who have not 
had dramatic, deep expertise in the healthcare 
field, and that has to change.”

Alden emphasized the importance of a CEO 
with experience in healthcare in light of the 
changes coming through the Affordable Care 
Act: “We can literally go to bed at night and 
wake up the next morning with dramatic chang-
es because everything is changing so rapidly. So 
our next CEO will have that experience.” 

Both he and Israelsen have emphasized that 
the current search is a national one. 

Internally, HBHC still has changes in place, 
some of which have to do with its storied in-
stitutions like the Broadway Youth Center (BYC) 
and the Brown Elephant, its highly profitable set 
of second-hand retail stores. 

BYC, according to Israelsen, is set to move to 
a new location; the announcement is expected 
soon. (See sidebar for details.) In December 
2011, WCT reported that the majority of ap-
proximately 50 Brown Elephant employees had 
been reduced to half or part-time in order for 
HBHC to save on expenses related to their costs 
of healthcare (with no clear evidence as to how 
much this actually saved). 

At the time, only approximately nine employ-
ees retained full-time positions. Asked recently 
about the plans to reinstate healthcare for HBHC 
employees, Senior Communications Director 
Alonzo Brown responded, “Five Brown Elephant 
part-time employees have been converted to 
full-time which began in January.” 

As HBHC moves forward toward a new space 
and new regulatory mechanisms and expenses 
linked to the Affordable Care Act, it does so in 
a healthcare field with a small but increasing 
number of agencies more attuned to the needs 
of LGBTQ patients. 

The challenges in the months ahead for the or-
ganization will be to finally ensure that its new 
CEO can navigate the changing landscape while 
also providing services to the larger community 
and taking care of its own employees. 

****

Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) an-
nounced May 22 that several programs and ser-
vices that the Broadway Youth Center (BYC) pro-
vides will begin moving from Broadway United 
Methodist Church (BUMC) to Wellington Avenue 
United Church of Christ (WAUCC), 615 W. Wel-
lington Ave., beginning Monday, June 3, at 12 
p.m. 

“The Broadway United Methodist Church 
(BUMC) has been an amazing partner and we 
thank them for assisting us in our efforts to 
meet the needs of the youth who access and 
depend on BYC’s critical services,” stated Karma 
Israelsen, interim president and CEO, Howard 
Brown Health Center. “The Wellington Avenue 
United Church of Christ has a long history of 
working with community organizations to pro-
vide services and programs to youth and we are 
elated to join forces to continue to work for this 
underserved population.” 

According to HBHC, the move to the Welling-
ton Avenue Church of Christ will allow BYC to 
have a dedicated space to expand basic needs 
services for young people experiencing home-
lessness and housing instability. In addition, 
beginning July 1, testing and medical services 
will move from BUMC to WAUCC. 

“This an exciting time for our staff and the 
youth we serve,” states Lara Brooks, director of 
the Broadway Youth Center. “This collaboration 
will provide a dedicated location for BYC to en-
gage more LGBTQ youth and youth experiencing 
homeless in Chicago.” 

Services located at HBHC’s Lakeview office will 
not be affected, according to HBHC. 

STRUGGLeS from page 6

By kaTE sosin

The Illinois General Assembly has passed a 
sexual education bill that advocates say will 
positively impact LGBTQ youth.

HB 2675, a comprehensive sex-education 
bill that mandates medically accurate teach-
ing in grades six through twelve, cleared the 
Senate March 22. The bill already passed the 
House March 17. It now heads to the gover-
nor’s desk.

While the bill is not LGBT-specific, advo-
cates say it will benefit LGBTQ young people.

“This area of medical accuracy, I think, is 
very important for LGBTQ youth,” said Brigid 
Leahy, director of government relations for 
Planned Parenthood Illinois. 

The bill mandates that schools offering sex 
education include information on contracep-
tion and the prevention of sexually transmit-
ted diseases in addition to information on 
abstinence. The bill allows parents to opt 
their children out of the curriculum without 
consequence to the student. 

Under old rule, schools could offer absti-
nence-only sex education. Now, schools that 
teach sex education will be required to offer 
information about contraception in addition. 
The bill does not require schools to offer sex 
education or to adopt a specific curriculum. 
Rather, schools that do will have to teach 
both about abstinence and contraception.

According to Leahy, several Illinois schools 
had been previously been under the impres-
sion that they were prohibited from offering 
comprehensive sex education because it had 
not been written into law. The new rule will 
change that perception, she said.

For LGBT youth, especially, abstinence-only 
programs have presented a problem, said 
Leahy.

“The programs tend to have a lot of biases 
in them about men and women,” Leahy said, 
adding that those programs often assume 
that youth will grow up to have monogamous 
heterosexual marriages.

Now, she said, schools will be more likely to 
offer safer sex information that is useful for 
both heterosexual and LGBTQ youth. 

The new law will force school districts using 
outdated textbooks and other teaching ma-
terials to offer current medically accurate in-
formation on HIV and STD prevention, among 
other things. 

The AIDS Foundation of Chicago, which 
also pushed for the bill’s passage, applauded 
Wednesday’s Senate vote in a statement. 

“Young people need medically accurate, 
age-appropriate sexual health education that 
stresses abstinence as well as contraception,” 
said David Ernesto Munar, president/CEO of 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago. “The majority of 
cases of sexually transmitted infections are 
among youth, who are also at higher risk of 
unintended pregnancies. We’re glad the Illi-
nois Senate has sent a message to the people 
of Illinois that they can’t stick their heads in 
the sand anymore.” 

State Rep. Camille Lilly and state Sen. 
Heather Steans co-sponsored the bill.

“The message that only abstinence is 100 
percent effective is not inconsistent with 
telling young people that there are ways they 
can minimize their risk if they become sexu-
ally active, as half of all high school students 
do,” said Steans in a statement.

Advocates: Sex-ed bill will 
positively impact LGBT youth
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By CaRRiE maXWELL
 
The panel discussion “Comprehensive Immi-
gration Reform and You: The New Bill and the 
LGBTQ Community,” featuring legal experts and 
LGBTQ persons affected by federal immigration 
policies, took place May 21 at the Center on 
Halsted. Approximately 30 people attended the 
panel discussion that the LGBT Immigrant Rights 
Coalition of Chicago hosted.

The LGBTQ Immigrant Rights Coalition is, ac-
cording to its website, “a collaboration between 
organizations serving the primarily LGBTQ popu-
lations and institutions advocating for immi-
grant rights.” 

Joy Messinger, community advocate and dep-
uty director at Illinois Caucus for Adolescent 
Health, served as the event moderator. Panelists 
included Michael Jarecki, an attorney focusing 
on U.S. immigration and nationality law across 
the United States and at United States consular 
posts worldwide and former chair of the Ameri-
can Immigration Lawyers Association National 
Working Group for LGBT immigration issues; 
Keren Zwick, supervising attorney for the LGBT 
Rights Initiative at the National Immigrant Jus-
tice Center; Nebula Li , outreach chair at Invisi-
ble 2 Invincible: Asian and Pacific Islander Pride 
of Chicago and co-chair for the National Lawyers 
Guild Queer Caucus; and Yunuen Rodriquez, De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) re-
cipient and research assistant at Northwestern 
University.

Following an introduction by Messinger, the 
panelists spoke about legislative efforts to re-
form the U.S. immigration system and how these 
reforms will impact LGBTQ people. 

Jarecki spoke about the issues that same-sex 
binational couples face when it comes to im-
migration. “When we talk about immigration 
benefits for gays and lesbians it’s not just a gay 
and lesbian issue it’s a family issue,” said Jar-
ecki. Then Jarecki shared a story about two of 
his clients who are fighting for the right to stay 
together in the United States. The current im-
migration bill that was negotiated by the gang 
of eight and passed by a Senate panel doesn’t 
include LGBT people, Jarecki explained. 

Zwick and Jarecki explained the details of 
the bill. The good parts of the immigration bill, 
Jarecki noted, include establishing a path to 
citizenship, ending deportations, getting some 
criminal records expunged, ending the one-year 
filing deadline if returning to a country of origin 
poses a risk to your life and having DREAMers 
(beneficiaries of the DREAM Act) represented 
with no age restriction. 

The bad parts of the bill, Zwick noted, include 
the creation of a militarized zone on the border, 
harsh prosecutions for people who enter illegal-
ly, an increase in penalties, possibly prohibitive 
fees to establish residency, no access to health-
care coverage under the Affordable Care Act, no 
ability to switch paths to achieve citizenship 
once the process begins, no siblings sponsor-
ships and diversity VISA’s have been removed.

In Rodriguez’s remarks she shared that was 
gives her a sense of humanity is the ability to 
move freely, participate in government, attend 
college, build an economic cushion, have a job, 
live a morally righteous life and have her ro-
mantic relationship recognized (she identifies as 
queer). Then Rodriguez explained that as a for-
merly undocumented immigrant she was denied 
a sense of humanity due to her status, however, 
as a DACA recipient she has gained a sense of 
humanity.

Regarding the current immigration bill, Zwick 
(her practice is exclusively LGBT-focused) noted 
that there is additional good news about due 
process and detention. The bill limits the use of 
solitary confinement when someone is detained 
pending an immigration hearing. Alternatives 
to detention will be expanded and government-
appointed lawyers will be allowed for those who 
can’t afford attorneys, according to Zwick.

Li said the four words she uses to describe 
immigration and LGBT issues are “sacrifice,” 
“journey,” “love” and “family.” Then Li shared 
her story as a bisexual second-generation im-
migrant whose parents came to the United 
States legally from Hong Kong via Canada. Li’s 
immigration story doesn’t stop there, she noted, 
because without sibling sponsorships Li’s mom 
and uncle wouldn’t have been reunited in the 

United States. 
During the Q&A the panel was asked if the im-

migration bill has to be budget neutral. Zwick 
said yes and that the filing fees are supposed 
to offset the cost of the bill. Another question 
focused on pushing back at organizations that 
say LGBT inclusion is a poison pill. Li used the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) that was 
recently passed with LGBT-inclusive language 
while Jarecki said people need to look at the 

trend toward LGBT equality. 
Other questions and comments focused on an 

AP article that outlined Catholic bishops warn-
ing President Obama about LGBT inclusion in the 
immigration bill, the three strikes rule in the 
immigration bill, the bill will likely face dramatic 
changed when it arrives in the House of Repre-
sentatives, and how VAWA got passed.

See www.almachicago.org/immigration.php 
for more information.
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Community forum
spotlights LGBT 
immigration issues

Joy messinger. Photo by Carrie maxwell

     For  more info, contact Sana at 773.293.8498 or syousuf@ahschicago.org 

Come to our Educational Workshop Come to our Educational Workshop   
on on Friday June 7, 2013 Friday June 7, 2013   

from 3:00 from 3:00 --  5:00pm 5:00pm   
4753 N. Broadway Suite 700 Chicago, IL 606404753 N. Broadway Suite 700 Chicago, IL 60640  

4753 N. Broadway Suite 700, Chicago, IL 60640      www.ahschicago.org 
 

This program is funded by  Center for Minority Health Services, Illinois Department of Public Health 

 Preventative measures for breast and cervical cancer 
 Factors that increase risk of developing cancer 

 Barriers LGBT individuals encounter in the healthcare industry 

 Where to get pap smears and mammograms 

Community Health Program 

By kaTE sosin

Two hundred phone banks, 500 volunteers, 
over 12,000 post cards and more than 70,000 
emails. That is what has gone into passing 
Illinois’ equal marriage bill this far, according 
to advocates.

LGBT groups revealed some of their behind-
the-scenes efforts to pass equal marriage at 
a community meeting May 22. Those efforts 
have included massive phone banks, outreach 
to political funders and an intense social me-
dia campaign, they said.

The meeting, held at the Chicago Urban 
League, drew approximately 35 people.

Organizers shared that they had facilitated 
several lobby days, operated phone banks al-
most daily and worked closely with faith lead-
ers throughout the state to build support.

Karen Sheley, attorney at the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Illinois, noted that the Il-
linois Unites for Marriage coalition had used 
social media extensively to promote its mes-
sage. She also explained that the coalition 
had pushed for editorials in favor of the bill; 
an effort that let to endorsements for equal 
marriage from major papers throughout the 
state.

Caroline Staerk, field director at Equality Il-
linois, detailed thousands of calls, post cards 
emails and other grassroots efforts to build 
support for equal marriage among Illinois 
voters.

Jim Bennett, Midwest regional director for 
Lambda Legal, reiterated his comments ear-
lier in the week that the Religious Freedom 
and Marriage Fairness Act has the support it 
needs to pass by the end of session.

“We are as certain as we can possibly be 
that this will pass by May 31,” he said.

Lindsey Clark, phone bank administrator for 
the Illinois Unites for Marriage Coalition, said 
that the tone of phone bank calls has shifted 
in recent weeks. An increasing number of 
people against equal marriage have expressed 
hesitation, Clark said. 

“We ask [on the calls], ‘Do you sup-
port same-sex marriage?’” said Clark. “One 
of my favorite responses is, ‘I’m so sorry, I 
don’t.’” 

Bennett pointed to another shift. The con-
versation in Illinois about equal marriage 
started with a message about benefits. Now, 
he said, the message is about love. 

“Our messaging is so simple,” he said. “A 
person should be able to marry the person 
they love. The other side has not found a way 
to counteract that.”

That’s a message that has translated over 
to competing marriage demonstrations, Clark 
said. Anti-gays have largely outnumbered 
pro-LGBT protesters at a series of rallies held 
over the last month to pressure undecided 
lawmakers. But, Clark said, the difference be-
tween those opposed to the bill and those 
backing it has been the vibe, with pro-LGBT 
demonstrators sending a message of love.

However, some attendees also questioned 
if messages coming from LGBT groups ad-
equately represented communities of color, 
after reports suggested that Black lawmakers 
said that equal marriage had been presented 
as a white issue.

Roderick K. Hawkins, vice president of ex-
ternal affairs for Chicago Urban League, has 
done outreach to the Black Caucus on the 
marriage issue. He reported that Chicago 
Black Gay Men’s Caucus and others have been 
working to make sure that Black lawmakers 
and voters hear from Black LGBT people who 
support the bill.

Bennett added that The Civil Rights Agenda 
has also done significant work with Latino 
representatives and constituents.

But, Bennett said, some of that work will 
remain under wraps until the bill passes.

Kim Hunt, executive director of Affinity 
Community Services, also raised the question 
of future organizing from groups. She asked 
what would happen to LGBT organizations af-
ter the bill passed.

Bennett said that Lambda Legal had al-
ready drafted fact sheets on the proposed law 
and would be working to educate community 
members should to the bill pass.

For breaking news on the marriage bill, visit 
www.windycitytimes.com.

Marriage advocates
talk final push on bill

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
http://www.ahcchicago.org


Dignity holds 41st-anniv. liturgy
Dignity Chicago held its 41st-anniversary liturgy and award presentations at at Broadway United 

Methodist Church May 19.
The organization presented the John Michie Award to Equality Illinois in recognition of its Faith 

& Freedom Initiative. John Parro, a member of the Equality Illinois board of directors, accepted the 
award. 

Pictured left to right are Mike Hogan, Steve Forst, Chris Pett, Dignity Chapter president; John Parro, 
Rev. Barbara Zeman, Mike Cook. Photo courtesy of Pett
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From left: mike Hogan, steve Forst, Chris Pett, Dignity Chapter president; John Parro, Rev. 
Barbara zeman and mike Cook. Photo courtesy of Pett

A local and independently-owned wine shop, specializing in 
helping you find the perfect wine, many under $20.

       Also featuring sparkling wines, craft beers, and boutique spirits.
                            Come in, have a taste, and get PAIRED!

We can deliver a bottle or a case to your home for 
a small fee. Sparkling wines, beers and spirits are 
included. No maximum or minimum bottle price. 
Please call for details
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DELIVERY 
AREA

773-281-5154
3325 N. Halsted St.
www.PairedWine.com

Free Wine Tastings

Every Tuesday and Thursday
5 pm - 8 pm

LGBTs, allies march in
Memorial Day parade

LGBTs and their allies marched in Chicago’s Memo-
rial Day Parade Saturday, May 25, along State Street 
downtown. American Veterans for Equal Rights Chi-
cago chapter, GLASS (Gay, Lesbian and Supporting 
Sailors) of Great Lakes Naval Base, and Lakeside 
Pride band members marched in the annual tribute 
to members of the military and those lost in battle. 

The Chicago’s Memorial Day parade is one of the 
largest in the nation. The LGBT veteran contingent 
has been included in the parade for 17 years and 
GLASS joined shortly after it was formed following 
the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” Photos and 
text by Jean Albright.

A Windy City Times video by Albright is at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=W5MfoQl7iJg&feature=you
tu.be. More photos are online at www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com.

‘My God Is Not a 
Bully!’ launch 
party May 29
 The Church Within A Church Movement 
(CWACM) and E3 Radio share personal stories 
from the LGBTQ community in the project “My 
God is Not a Bully!”
 CWACM Executive Director cathy knight said 
in a press release, “What began as an urgent 
need to offer words of hope, is now a full-

bodied message of love. CWACM wants LGBTQ 
youth to know there is another side to the 
story.”
 The launch party will take place Tuesday, 
May 29, 6-8 p.m., at Sidetrack, 3349 N. Hal-
sted St.
 One video will be released each day in 
the month of June to celebrate LGBTQ Pride 
month. The videos will be released on the 
“My God is Not a Bully!” YouTube channel and 
then shared on the “My God is Not a Bully” 
FaceBook page.

http://www.pairedwine.com
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said. “While a flight attendant, I traveled [per-
sonally] as much as possible, my way of scoping 
out the perfect place to live.”

Chicago was it. “I found this city to be amaz-
ing, wonderful—the people, the architecture, 
the culture, even the weather,” he said.

Castillo eventually had a boyfriend, though 
living internationally. They talked about their 
future together and, in early 1992, Castillo was 
ready to make it a reality.

He quit the airline job and sold most of his 
belongings in Venezuela. Castillo had $800 cash, 
the most he could bring at the time. All of his 
remaining belongs were packed into two suit-
cases, and he was heading to America.

Castillo arrived at O’Hare International Airport 
April 12, 1992, and then made his made to his 
boyfriend’s apartment in the Uptown neighbor-
hood. Castillo knocked on the door and was told 
he could not come in or stay—his boyfriend was 
with another man.

It was a rainy day and Castillo knew no one 
else in Chicago.

He sat on a nearby curb for two hours, filled 
with emotions.

Castillo eventually started walking north along 
Broadway and spotted a “For Rent” sign at an 
apartment on Carmen Street. He told the land-
lord that he was a flight attendant for American 
and even showed his airline identification and 
his passport. He went on to say that he wouldn’t 
be getting his first check for two weeks, but 
would give $800 cash on the spot for the one-
bedroom, first-floor unfurnished apartment—
and then give the remaining $50 monthly rent 
in two weeks.

The landlord agreed, and Castillo at least had 
a roof over his head.

Next, Castillo needed food. So he talked to the 
owner of a nearby Guatemalan restaurant, and 
he was immediately put to work as a waiter.

His first day as a Chicago waiter, Castillo left 
with $12.50 from tips.

“That was enough to buy breakfast the next 
day,” said Castillo, who was given a complimen-
tary dinner after his shift as a waiter.

“I wasn’t afraid of the situation at the time,” 
he said.

His next major adventure started the day he 
walked into a Lakeview hair salon that had a 
“Help Wanted” sign hanging for all to see.

“I thought I was going to be washing hair,” 
he said.

But instead, the salon manager asked how 
long he had been cutting hair. In what he then 
called “survival mode,” Castillo answered, “six 
years,” though his next hair cut would, in real-
ity, be his first.

Sure enough, the salon hired him, saying he 
was responsible for walk-in customers.

Castillo’s first customer was a Russian man, 
about 65, with wild, shaggy hair and even bushy 
eyebrows.

“I had never cut hair in my life, but just 
thought [the process] was logical and remember 
that they often use two fingers [in the cutting 
process.] I just figured I’d do the best for him, 
as I would for myself,” Castillo said.

That first cut took 90 minutes, “and when he 
got off that chair, he looked great, like he was 
35 years old.”

Castillo received a $7 tip.
So started his haircutting career, which 

spanned two years. He even once was voted 
third among the Top 10 Chicago Hair Dressers 
by Chicago Magazine. Some customers waited 
two months to sit on Castillo’s chair and he ulti-
mately charged up to $350.

“As I watched other hair dressers, I was learn-
ing. It was a crash, self-taught course,” he said, 
laughing. “The hair cutting was a fun time.”

Castillo’s next job was coaching at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego, where he stayed 
from 1996-2000. He also then coached other 
area teams.

He returned to Chicago in 2000 and began 
working in the real estate industry through his 
partner at the time. He specialized in video pro-
duction, motion graphics, and more—again, all 
self-taught. He produced commercials and ban-
ners for clients, among other jobs.

In 2003, Castillo accepted the job as diving 
coach at the University of Kansas, a job he held 
for one year.

He was back in Chicago in 2004, when he 
opened Moka Gallery in the Pilsen neighbor-
hood. He moved the art gallery to Roscoe Vil-
lage in 2005.

Then, in late 2007, the economy swoon hit 
hard, thus Castillo was forced to switch the fo-
cus at Moka, pushing the video production to 
the fore-front as opposed to art.

Hamburgers, hot dogs and a plan
On Aug. 12, 2011, Castillo had friends over at 

his home for a bar-b-que, and the talk turned to 
the popular “It Gets Better” campaign and the 
videos produced around the world to, hopefully, 
help troubled LGBT teens.

“We were discussing what might be the next 
logical step for the It Gets Better campaign, 
which definitely was/is a good thing that has 
done marvelous things for our community. But it 
isn’t enough. Heck, I didn’t think I could make a 
video for a 17 year-old with the simple message 
that, yes, it does get better,” Castillo said.

“My answer was, I wish I could open a window 
to these troubled kids, to show them my com-
munity, the way I see it.”

The light went on, instantly, inside Castillo’s 
ever-creative mind.

Right then, at that instant, Gay Chicago TV 
was born.

“The goal initially was to create a network 
that would show a positive outlook on the LGBT 
community. It was not going to be sex-driven, 
or just [feature] shirtless men, or the negative 
aspects [of LGBT life],” Castillo said. “I just 
thought it would be a great opportunity to show 
that [the gay community] is so much larger, so 
much more complex than just what people might 
see on mainstream TV. 

“I wanted to create content not just for LGBT 
people, but also for mainstream people and the 
mainstream media, to tell the stories from our 
point of view.

“I wanted a clear, clean, positive, responsible 
portrayal of the LGBT community. We wanted to 
serve as a platform for creative people who want 
to have a place to tell their stories.”

Castillo’s vision for the then-future gay TV sta-
tion was driven by his past.

“I came from a place where it was a tough, 
tough country to be a gay, but I never was bul-
lied, even though I was always out—that’s be-
cause I was the bully. It was who I needed to 
be in order to survive. If I didn’t beat someone 
[up], they were going to beat me,” said Castillo, 
who tagged himself as the “Robin Hood bully, 
[meaning], I wouldn’t let the other bullies pick 
on anyone, regardless of the reason why.”

Although Castillo wasn’t bullied for being gay, 
he said his parents and younger brother endured 
anti-gay bullying. “Other ladies would make my 
mom feel uncomfortable, and my brother got 
beat up—because I was gay. I felt so bad be-
cause I couldn’t help them,” he said.

“My mom’s biggest fear was that I was not go-
ing to find happiness, not that I was gay.”

So Castillo planned Gay Chicago TV as an out-
let to talk to the LGBT community, and beyond.

Gay Chicago TV was officially launched Dec. 1, 
2011.

“When people hear what Gay Chicago TV is all 
about, they get excited. It’s a great project, with 
a very clean mission that we can all relate to,” 
Castillo said.

Gay Chicago TV offered a variety of short TV 
segments—from news, to personality profiles, 
to gab sessions and more—for its first seven 
months, a test-run of sorts to see what viewers 
liked and wanted.

Gay Chicago TV formally launched on June 25, 
2012—the day after the annual Gay Pride Pa-
rade—and its website had more than 150,000 
visits that day alone, no doubt thanks to the 
truck in the parade that announced the station’s 
plans for that Monday.

Through last December, Gay Chicago TV had 
more than 220,000 unique visitors to its web-

site and more than 1.1 millions views on Vimeo. 
Gay Chicago TV has been seen in more than 150 
countries.

On Jan. 14—Castillo’s vision, created casually 
at an informal summertime barbecue—launched 
its next season, this time as a national station. 
In addition to Chicago, there are regional gay TV 
stations for news in New York City, Miami, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco.

“When I first thought of Gay Chicago TV, ev-
erything was done with the national network in 
mind, even the logo,” Castillo said. “I want each 
of the regional stations to be their own, not just 
a copy of another.”

So each has local anchors, produces local con-
tent.

Gay TV On The Go is the mother of Castillo’s 
vision, which now has national and international 
LGBT news meshed with local content.

“It was just not enough for me to do five sta-
tions because, let’s face it, can the LGBT person 
in, say, Kansas City truly relate to Gay Chicago 
TV, or any of the other (regional stations)? So we 
now are expanding the coverage,” he said.

Gay TV On The Go operates on a purse-string 
budget, but a high-dollar look and feel. The Chi-
cago show, for instance, features three Nikon 
5100 cameras, that’s it. Many of the shows, in-
cluding the widely popular Gay Report Chicago, 
anchored by TJ Chernick, are taped, produced, 
edited, marketed and released from Castillo’s 
home.

“If you look at what we’re doing, and how 
we’re doing this, without any [incoming] money, 
I think people will freak out,” Castillo said.

The current season of Gay Chicago TV offers 
nine distinct shows on topics ranging from news 
and opinions to sports, cooking and travel.

“Jhonmar is a true asset to the LGBTQ com-
munity,” said Brian Felder, a host/producer for 
the station. “From the beginning, his vision for 
the network has been to show the breadth of 
this community in an easily accessible way. He 
has a deep passion for sharing stories that mat-
ter, to those inside and outside of the LGBTQ 
community.

“Jhonmar shows Mainstream [America] that 
those of us who are LGBTQ have many more simi-
larities to them than differences. 

“Working with Jhonmar over the past year 
has been an amazing experience. I have met 
very few people [who] are more passionate in 
life and work. Whether it’s finding and develop-
ing talent within the network, promoting local 
businesses or sharing those stories affecting our 
world, he has a unique vision and follows his 
passion every day to better the network and its 
shows, but more importantly, the LGBTQ com-
munity.”

Added Waymon Hudson, a Gay Chicago TV host: 
“Working with Jhonmar has been an amazing ex-
perience. He is so passionate about the LGBTQ 
community and the issues we face. His driving 
force is always getting information about our 
collective struggles and triumphs out to a larger 
audience. Visibility—truly telling the story of 
our lives as LGBTQ people—has been the focus 
of our work together and has really inspired me.”

Despite the growth of Castillo’s LGBT televi-
sion creation, he isn’t making millions—or even 
pennies. In fact, no one is. All on-air talent, and 
the limited production staff, are volunteers.

“We’re not here for the money [yet], but [rath-
er,] this is a social enterprise, thus, we are do-
ing things that we hope will make a difference 
within the LGBT community,” said Castillo, who 
estimated he’s invested $250,000 into the proj-
ect, which includes time spent on the station 
that he could have, instead, put toward money-
making projects at his gallery.

Is it worth it?
Definitely, he said without hesitation. “I be-

lieve in this [project.]”

olympic glory
The 1988 Summer Olympics were a difficult 

experience for Castillo, due to financial turmoil 
in his native country, which sent 18 athletes to 
South Korea—Castillo was the lone diver.

Turn to page 12

DIVeR from cover

Jhonmar Castillo. Photo by Ross Forman
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BY APPOINTMENT ONLY in-home or at our Wrigleyville location.

Call 312-404-3053 or visit www.chicagohairextensionssalon.com 
to schedule your appointment with Jordan, 

hair extension expert w/20 years experience.

LGBT owner catering specifically to LGBT clients

http://www.chicagohairextensionssalon.com
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A deAler you cAn count on.
4320 West 95th st. 

1.800.new.toyota •1.800.639.8696
Hours: Mon. - THurs. 9AM-9PM, Fri. 9AM-6PM, sAT. 9AM-5PM

All offers valid with approved credit to qualified customers through Toyota Financial services and include all rebates and customer cash offers. +rebates provided by Toyota Motor sales. Exclude tax, title, license, and $164 documentation fee. *Finance offer available for up to 60 months on all certified pre-owned vehicles 
with credit approval. $17.48 per $1,000 financed due monthly. $25 Gas Card is provided by oak Lawn Toyota. Dealer will not honor any pricing errors in this advertisement. Please see dealer for complete details. offers end 5/31/13.

SCION FR-S
StOCk #40243

SALE PRICE:
$24,478

+

ronniE CoLosiMo’s Oak Lawn TOyOTa

Ask About your free 
$25 GAs cArd with every test drive!

Dave CapeLLe Manager
CapeLLe@OakLawnTOyOTa.COM

“42 years in business where our tenured 
sales force makes all the difference!” Dave Capelle

GoinG on now at oak Lawn toyota! 
1.800.new.toyota • 1.800.639.8696

0% aPR FinancinG FoR 60 mo. 
avaiLabLe on 9 modeLs!

AlwAys 
A greAt 
seleCtion 
of pre-Driven, 
CertifieD vehiCles

Get 1.9% APR FOR UP tO 
60 MontHS on SeLeCt 

toyota CeRtIFIeD MoDeLS*

pre-Driven vehiCles

UnDer $10k

2012 TOyOTa yaris 4Dr sDn aUTO
extra clean - certified - 7 year warranty.... $13,958 
2012 TOyOTa yaris Le
certified - lift back - automatic .................$14,648 
2009 TOyOTa CaMry 4Dr sDn Le aT
black beauty - full Power ..........................$14,881
2011 TOyOTa COrOLLa Le
certified - 7 year, 100,000 mile warranty.. $14,970 
2011 TOyOTa CaMry Le
Hard to find color, carfax 1-owner ........$15,963 
2011 TOyOTa CaMry Le
certified - 7 year, 100,000 mile warranty .....$16,980
2011 TOyOTa CaMry Le
certified - 7 year warranty ........................$17,593 
2010 TOyOTa rav4 4Dr 3wD 4CyL 4spD
certified - one owner - extra clean ..........$17,778 
2010 TOyOTa CaMry Le
V6 Power - certified - keyleSS entry ...........$17,974
2010 TOyOTa rav4 4Dr 2wD 4CyL 4s
36k, black,SPorty & HaulS ..........................$18,672 
2011 TOyOTa sienna 5Dr 7p v6 Le Fw
full Power - certified ...................................$19,247 
2010 TOyOTa venza 4Dr wgn i4 FwD
Power moonroof - certifiedSuPer Price ...$19,436 

1998 LinCOLn TOwn Car singaTUre
clean - automatic - and more ............................ $5,971 
2002 MerCUry sabLe Ls preMiUM
extra clean - automatic - one owner ............. $5,997 
2001 ChrysLer pT CrUiser 4Dr base
low mileS - leatHer - cHrome wHeelS .............. $6,374 
2003 vOLkswagen JeTTa 4Dr sDn gLs MT
great tranSPortation - well maintained ..... $6,942 
2004 nissan aLTiMa sDn
great tranSPortation ........................................... $6,995 
1994 TOyOTa LanD CrUiser 4Dr 4wD
clean in and out  full Power.............................. $6,997 
2002 vOLvO v70 XC a sr
one owner - clean - loaded .................................  $7,865 
2003 TOyOTa priUs base
one owner - clean - loaded .................................  $7,960 
2003 TOyOTa CaMry 4Dr sDn Le aT
one owner - well maintained - muSt See ....... $8,558 
2005 sCiOn TC 2Dr LiFTbaCk MT
automatic - full Power  ........................................ $8,642 
2006 DODge granD Caravan sXT
family fun for under 10k! ...................................  $8,993 
2006 sCiOn Xb 5Dr sDn
5 SPeed - clean in and out .................................... $9,873 
2005 DODge DUrangO sLT
4wd, low mileS & low Price! ................................ $9,963 

2005 vOLvO v70 2.5T a
leatHer - moonroof - keyleSS entry ............. $10,861 
2006 TOyOTa CaMry 4Dr sDn
all toyota Quality - low low mileS  ..............  $11,704 

2007 FOrD Five hUnDreD LMT
extra clean - well maintained .......................  $11,760 
2009 ChryLser sebring TOUring
SummerS Here - automatic - droP toP ..........  $11,972 
2006 CaDiLLaC DTs 4Dr sDn
SuPer SHarP - Very clean - VogueS ................. $12,270
2005 TOyOTa avaLOn 4Dr sDn TOUr aT
extra clean - newer tireS - one owner . $12,897 
2005 TOyOTa sOLara 2Dr COnv se aT
one owner - V6 - leatHer interior .............  $12,935 
2010 sCiOn XD 5Dr hb aT
clean - one owner .......................................... $12,979 
2005 TOyOTa highLanDer LiMiTeD
tHird row Seat - alloy wHeelS ..................  $13,281 
2007 TOyOTa rav4 v6
alloy wHeelS - Very clean ........................... $13,465 
2003 TOyOTa TUnDra sr5 v8
4 x 4 - extra clean ........................................... $13,865 
2007 hOnDa ODyssey 5Dr eX-L res aT
Vacation time cloSe - all tHe toyS ........... $13,866 
2011 TOyOTa COrOLLa Le
one owner - clean - loaded ........................  $14,467 
2010 MerCUry Mariner 4Dr wgn FwD
one owner - black beauty - clean ...........  $14,897 
2008 bUiCk LUCerne CXL
extra clean - black beauty ........................ $15,260 
2011 FOrD FUsiOn seL
leatHer- loader witH oPtionS .................... $15,833 
2007 FOrD eXpeDiTiOn eDDie baUer
trailer towing Package ...............................  $15,847 
2011 TOyOTa CaMry Le
Steering wHeel audio controlS ...............  $15,911 
2011 TOyOTa CaMry Le
like new! extra clean & garage kePt! .... $15,962 
2006 ChevrOLeT TahOe 4Dr 4wD
Z-71 Package - 4x4 - clean ..............................  $16,759 

Like Marcy Rae Henry’s hometown of Pueblo, Colo. during its infancy—
her life is an epicenter of activity. She is constantly growing, learning 
and traveling for many miles to find her slice of the American Dream.  
Henry is a professor of Humanities and Fine Arts at Harold Washington 
College. She is also the author of the book CTA Chronicles, and many 
other short stories featured in publications like The Garland Review and 
The Advocate. 
 She has travelled extensively, even spending two years living in the Hi-
malayas of India, but her voyage into the world of literature started well 
before then. Her writing began with journaling for her English teacher 
and escalated to writing poetry in Science class and erasing the text in 
word bubbles in comics, replacing them with her own vulgar dialogue, 
during middle school. 
 She wrote on many topics – things like heartbreak and sensuality, all 
the while growing to hone her skills in the art of storytelling. 
 “My abuelita [grandmother] was the best storyteller I ever met. She 
would drag out a story for days, weeks, even years for a conclusion. She 
told me her stories and I became the receptacle.” She shares this with 
readers in her upcoming book, “Cumbia Therapy”. “I’ve got one more 
chapter to go. I feel like now is the right time to release her stories.” 
 The stories are told from the perspective of the twenty-something narrator, Emily, as she deals with heartbreak over a woman. “It’s an intergenerational, non-
linear story that focuses on four generations of women, starting in Mexico during the Revolution,” said Henry. 

 She shares this passion for writing on a more personal level with her students at Harold Washington College downtown where, 
she says, the students are the best part of the job. “I have an awful lot of respect and admiration for a lot of them who are non-
traditional; who continue their intellectual journey despite tremendous hardship,” she said.
 It’s not very often that a professor can 
show students how to live life to the fullest 
by example alone. After graduating from 
the University of New Mexico with a bach-
elor’s degree in Political Science, Henry 
deferred her acceptance to Columbia Law 
to travel the world. After three years, she 
finally made the decision to forego a law 
degree to pursue a Master’s in art, instead. 
It was this path that eventually led to 
teaching.
 When she isn’t playing music, seeing the 

latest Indie film or finding mischief with her very large and diverse 
group of friends, Marcy Henry writes. She tells the stories that, often, 
go untold. She provides valuable lessons about body positivity and 
activism, and does her part ito entertain and educate tomorrow’s 
leaders.
 “I love to encourage people to be authentic. Find an authentic voice 
and use that voice to bring positivity, progress and curiosity into the 
world. Look at the things that unite us and be supportive of each other,” 
said Henry.

GAY in the
LIFE

Marcy Rae Henry
TEXT By JanEan L. WaTkins

Age
42

Relationship status
Dating

Neighborhood
Ravenswood Manor 

Hobbies
Reading, writing, biking, playing 
music, traveling, cooking, making 
mischief

Favorite Films
Prospero’s Books, Aimee and Jaguar, 
La Cienega.

Job Title
Associate Professor of Humanities and 
Fine Art

http://www.oaklawntoyota.com
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He was 16 at the time and two months 
before he was set to leave for Seoul, Cas-
tillo was told he wouldn’t be going due to 
a financial crisis in Venezuela’s Olympic 
sports community.

Castillo was devastated and angry; he 
then stopped practicing. He was planning 
to retire from the sport for good. But, be-
hind his back, his mom and his coach were 
seeking alternative routes, financially, to 
get to the Games.

Two weeks before the Games started, 
Castillo was told that, yes, he was going.

In protest, Castillo chose not to wear the 
Venezuela colors at the Opening Ceremony 
or while diving. “That was my personal de-
cision, my way of protesting,” he said.

Castillo ultimately finished 13th of about 
40 in his event, and a first-hand memory 
of the sight, and long-lasting sound, of, 
arguably, the most memorable moment 
from those Summer Olympics. Of course, 
that was the near-tragedy involving Greg 
Louganis.

“When Greg hit his head [on the div-
ing board,] that was like God hitting his 
head,” Castillo said in reference to the 
adulation all divers carried for Louganis. 
“When he hit his head, it impacted every-
one else’s dives because there was Greg, 
and then the rest of us.

“Personally, Greg Louganis was such an 
inspiration to me.”

Castillo’s diving career also included 
winning multiple medals at the 2006 Gay 
Games in Chicago. He plans to dive next 
summer at the 2014 Gay Games in Cleve-
land. In fact, Gay TV On The Go is an offi-
cial media partner for the 2014 Games, and 
Castillo said the station’s on-site coverage 
will include a nightly recap show a la the 
Summer and Winter Olympics. 

“I’m very excited for the 2014 Gay 
Games—for the overall event, as an ath-
lete, and to celebrate my community,” 
Castillo said.

DIVeR from page 10

By CaRRiE maXWELL

About 30 people attended “Memories of the 
(Ongoing) Revolution: Butch Careers and Femme 
Follies” featuring longtime couple Esther New-
ton and Holly Hughes at the University of Chi-
cago May 23.

The LGBTQ Studies Project at the University 
of Chicago’s Center for the Study of Gender and 
Sexuality sponsored the event.

The project, according to its website, “or-
ganizes research projects and conferences and 
provides fellowships to graduate students. It 
provides an interdisciplinary locus for Chicago 
faculty and graduate students who study the 
historical, cultural, and textual construction 
of LGBTQ identities, cultures and politics; ana-
lyze those formations or the dominant culture 
and social theory from the perspective of queer 
theory.”

A graduate of the University of Chicago (UChi-
cago), Newton is an author and lecturer in 
women’s studies and American culture at the 

University of Michigan. Hughes is a writer, per-
former and associate professor at the University 
of Michigan in art and design, theater and dra-
ma, and women’s studies. 

Lauren Berlant, director of the LGBTQ Studies 
Project, introduced both Newton and Hughes. 

Prior to reading from her autobiography My 
Butch Career, Newton shared stories about her 
mother, Virginia, who left UChicago three cred-
its shy of graduating in the 1930s; her father 
took her out of school after she was outed as a 
member of the Communist Party. Newton’s mom 
was also very active in the emerging civil-rights 
movement. 

Newton shared photos of her mother and her-
self with their respective dogs and noted that 
they shared a love of pure bread dogs and dog 
shows. Reading from her memoir, Newton de-
scribed her childhood spent around pure bread 
dogs. “The contradiction [of loving pure bread 
dogs] doesn’t escape me and is as much a part of 
me as my mixed-up heritage [she is part North-
ern European by way of her mother and Jewish 

by way of her father]. Whether or not this should 
be true, it is certainly not something I would’ve 
conscientiously chosen. Pure bread dogs give 
me more pleasure than mixed breed ones,” said 
Newton.

“I married into dogs,” said Hughes about her 
life with Newton. Then Hughes performed a spo-
ken word piece “Too Much Sky” that she pre-
viously performed at the Moth Mainstage. The 
piece chronicles her role in the NEA 4 (National 
Endowment for the Arts) case and her story as an 
emerging artist in 1980s New York City. Hughes 
spoke of attending the New York Feminist Art 

Institute which was just a series of empty rooms 
that they furnished by way of dumpster diving 
for discarded furniture and other objects. “I 
think this was an important moment in my life, 
my artwork and my political philosophy of tak-
ing this stuff [out of the dumpsters] and making 
artwork out of it,” said Hughes.

Hughes said she realized she could not keep 
asking her friends to help her for free. This 
is what led to her apply for an emerging art-
ist grant through the NEA. At the same time, 
Hughes explained, the impact of AIDS was caus-
ing dramatic changes in the gay community, and 
conservatives were going after queer culture. 

The AIDS crisis “makes queer, marginalized 
people visible,” said Hughes. As a result of this 
visibility the government “decides to go after 
art … and passes a law banning the NEA from 
funding what they call gay or homoerotic art,” 
said Hughes. Hughes recounted that although 
she and the rest of the NEA 4 (Karen Finley, Tim 
Miller and John Fleck) were eventually awarded 
NEA funding through lower court rulings, the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned the ruling. Mean-
while, the NEA stopped funding individual art-
ists due to pressure from Congress.

During the Q&A session, an audience member 
asked whether LGBTQ people in previous genera-
tions were more united across other classifica-
tion boundaries. Hughes said there were race 
and class divisions among LGBTQ people in the 
past, however there was a sense of being a part 
of an outlaw world among all LGBTQ people. 
Newton added that she didn’t come out to any 
straight people when she was in college, prefer-
ring a separate world where she was out.

See www.hollyhughesperformance.com and 
gendersexuality.uchicago.edu/projects/lgsp.

Activists talk  ‘Butch 
Careers and Femme Follies’

From left: Holly Hughes, Esther newman and 
Lauren Berlant. Photo by Tracy Baim

http://www.lambdalegal.org/ilove
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By maTT simonETTE

Daniel Kirk characterizes his relationship with 
Cook County State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez 
quite simply: “From the moment I wake up in 
the morning and open my eyes, she’s generally 
the first person I talk to, other than my partner, 
and when I go to sleep at night, she’s the last 
person I talk to.” 
 He has been chief of staff in Alvarez’s office 
since 2008, when she was sworn in, and is her 
primary adviser in all matters. “My job is as var-
ied as the state’s attorney’s job,” he said. “Any 
subject she has to address, I’m going to have 
to address as well. That can range from charg-
ing decisions on a criminal case to dealing with 
the media to dealing with other units of govern-
ment.”
 The Cook County state’s attorney’s office is the 
second-largest prosecutor’s office in the United 
States, after Los Angeles. It prosecutes all crime 
violating state statutes that takes place in Cook 
County—about 34,000 felonies and 190,000 
misdemeanors each year. The office also has a 
civil division that represents the county in law-
suits. 
 “If we were a law firm, we would be the largest 
law firm in the state of Illinois and one of the 
largest in the United States,” Kirk said.
 While attending Chicago-Kent College of Law, 
Kirk decided he wanted to be a prosecutor. He 
applied with the state’s attorney’s office after 
graduation and was hired as an assistant state’s 
attorney in 1997, working his way from unit to 
unit. Alvarez was his boss when he was in the 
narcotics bureau.
 He left the office in 2002. “I went to a firm 
downtown, Querrey & Harrow, and got hired 
as an associate,” said Kirk. “I really learned a 
whole other area of the law I wasn’t familiar 
with—quite frankly, I never thought I would 
leave.” 
 But in 2008, State’s Attorney Richard A. “Dick” 
Devine left office, and Alvarez contemplated 
running. Kirk, who’d remained in touch with her, 
encouraged Alvarez to run. She agreed to do so 
if he ran the campaign. After her election, she 
asked him to be her chief of staff.

 “Five years later, here we are,” he said. “It’s 
very broad-ranging. I have a calendar that sets 
out what I’ll do every day, but by the end of 
the day, that doesn’t reflect what I actually did. 
There are a lot of emergent issues you can’t an-
ticipate. That’s just the nature of our job.”
 Kirk has been out as gay professionally since 
the early 2000s. “The world had changed—I saw 
no reason to make any effort to conceal it,” he 
said, adding that being open about being gay 
has probably made him a better lawyer. “I think 
that when you come to terms with who you are, 
it creates empathy for all sorts of people whom 
you may not have taken a moment to understand 
before.”
 Having some measure of control over how the 
state’s attorney’s office operates, Kirk said he 
has worked diligently to make sure that LGBT 
employees are comfortable working there. “It 
should be somewhere where everyone feels they 
have a place if they have a passion for public 
service and what it means to be a prosecutor,” 
he added. 
 The state’s attorney’s office makes a number 
of outreach efforts to the LGBT community each 
year, both by participating in the National LGBT 
Bar Association’s annual Lavender Law confer-
ence and by giving out the Pride Award selected 
by its LGBT Advisory Council.
 According to Kirk, the agency takes its respon-
sibilities to LGBT Cook County residents serious-
ly as well. “LGBT citizens should know that they 
are going to be treated fairly by this office if 
they are a victim of a crime. Or, if they are a wit-
ness to a crime, they shouldn’t feel any reticence 
about coming forward. We’re going to take their 
case seriously and treat them with dignity and 
respect.”
 Prosecuting hate crimes is “obviously some-
thing near and dear,” he said. 
 In 2011, Kirk pursued charges against three 
Evanston men who were accused of beating a 
man on the El because of his sexual orientation. 
The men were acquitted, however, after the 
judge questioned the reliability of the victim’s 
testimony.
 “When that [crime report] was brought to my 
attention, I personally took the case as the lead 

prosecutor at 26th and California,” Kirk said. 
“Hate crimes need to be called out as such when 
they occur.” 
 He also said he was not convinced that hate-
crime legislation might have long-term negative 
effects by keeping perpetrators in prison longer.
 “Sometimes the hate crime is not the highest 
crime the person is being charged with,” Kirk 
said. “But a hate crime victimizes both the indi-
vidual and the community. If you’re a victim of 
a crime because of your perceived sexual orien-
tation, not only have you been victimized, but 
your entire community is going to become aware 
of what happened to you, and that entire com-
munity will be caused to feel fear.” 
 “I don’t know of anyone spending a significant 
amount of additional time in prison because of 
that, but if they are, they earned it themselves,” 
Kirk added.  
 In 2012, Alvarez’s office decided that it would 
not fight a lawsuit filed against Cook County 
Clerk David Orr on behalf of a group of gay Il-
linoisans seeking the right to marry. The lawsuit 
presented a quandary since Orr and the state’s 
attorney’s office, which was tasked with defend-
ing him, both were in favor of allowing the resi-
dents to marry. 
 “We had to devise a legal strategy,” Kirk said. 
“I remember it was on my mind all weekend. I 

was walking my dogs, and I thought to myself, 
‘When someone files a complaint, the defendant 
has to file an answer, admitting or denying the 
articulated allegation, so why don’t we just ad-
mit everything the plaintiffs allege in the com-
plaint?’”
 Alvarez and Kirk consulted with Orr, who 
agreed to simply admit that the charges in the 
complaint were true.
 “Which then caused this panic among the 
anti–marriage-equality entities,” Kirk said. 
“They feared that if we’re going to just [lie] 
down on this thing, that creates marriage equal-
ity—but the catch is that it would create mar-
riage equality only for Cook County.  Ultimately, 
other parties intervened, and they’re sort of car-
rying the torch for the other point of view.”
 Reflecting back on his work, Kirk said that 
working with people needing help was what 
drew him to being a prosecutor and remains the 
most satisfying component of his job.
 “Of all the people in the criminal-justice sys-
tem, the person who I think is the most sympa-
thetic character is the victim,” said Kirk. “As a 
prosecutor, you feel a deep sense of pride ad-
vocating for that character. The main focus is 
that you do something for someone who needs a 
legal voice and a skilled mind to get something 
for them that’s intangible, and that’s justice.”

CRIME

OUTOUTOUTOUT

LGBTQs and the Criminal Legal System

A Windy City Times Special Investigative Series: Week Four

When we talk about LGBTQ people and the courts today, we’re often refer-
ring to the seemingly endless stream of LGBTQ victories coming out of 
judicial systems across the country.
 But in the criminal courts, LGBTQ people have long faced a different 
reality. Perhaps nowhere has that been more visible than in Cook County, 

historically a model for criminal legal systems throughout the country.
 Next week will be the last in this series about how LGBTQ people get 
caught in the system and the challenges they face once there. We will 
continue to cover these issues after the series concludes.
 Additional editing provided by William B. Kelley.

Daniel Kirk: 
Out in the prosecutor’s office

CRIME
OUTOUTOUTOUT
www.windycitymediagroup.com/gaynewsarticles.php?k=Crime

For the Windy City Times 
Crime Out series, see 
articles posted here:

Dan kirk.
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As part of our Windy City Times criminal justice series, we wanted 
to provide a look at the openly LGBT judges in the Chicago area. 
This region has come a long way since 1994, when Tom Chiola was 
elected as the first openly gay person to win any office in Illinois.
 The Alliance of Illinois Judges is the professional networking 

organization founded by the LGBT Judges of the Circuit Court of 
Cook County.  It is open to all Judges (gay and straight) through-
out the State of Illinois.  While most of the LGBT Judges reside 
in Cook County, there is an openly gay judge in Kane County. For 
more information about the Alliance go to http://theaij.com .

 Below is an alphabetical listing of the openly LGBT judges in 
this area. Some work in the civil courts, others in the criminal 
system. Note, Eileen Brewer chose not to have her photo with this 
article.

LGBT judges seek fairness on the bench 

Eileen m. Brewer 
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Law Division, Motion Judge

Brewer preferred not be be pictured 
due to the nature of her work.

Photos by Hal Baim, in addition to 
photos provided by the judges.

Cheryl D. Cesario   
Associate Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Probate Division

Tom Chiola
Retired after 15 years as Circuit 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County

John G. Dalton
Circuit Judge, Circuit Court of Kane 
County (16th Judicial District)
Civil Division

John H. Ehrlich   
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Chancery Division

sophia H. Hall  
Presiding Judge, Circuit Court of 
Cook County, Juvenile Justice and 
Child Protection Department

nancy katz   
Associate Judge, Circuit Court of 
Cook County
Domestic Relations Division

stuart katz  
Associate Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Juvenile Justice Division

Patricia Logue   
Associate Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Domestic Relations Division

noreen V. Love   
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
4th Municipal District

mike mcHale    
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Criminal Division

sebastian T. Patti      
Presiding Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Domestic Violence Division

sherry Pethers 
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
1st Municipal District, Civil Litigation

mary Colleen Roberts
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Criminal Division

mary m. Rowland   
Federal Magistrate Judge
Unites States District Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois

andrea m. schleifer 
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Domestic Relations Division

Colleen F. sheehan   
Circuit Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Juvenile Justice Division

James E. snyder
Associate Judge,
Circuit Court of Cook County
1st. Municipal District, Supervising 
Judge, Civil Jury Division

mary susan Trew   
Associate Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Domestic Relations Division

Lori m. Wolfson  
Associate Judge, 
Circuit Court of Cook County
Juvenile Justice Division



May 29, 2013WINDY CITY TIMES 15

By REV. iREnE monRoE

This May 11 marked the tenth anniversary of the 
murder of Sakia Gunn of Newark, N.J. And her 
murder is mired, at best, by myths and, at worst, 
malicious intent. 
 Depending, however, on the LGBTQ circles you 
run in and where you get your news, you may or 
may not know who she was. For many, Gunn was 
and still is a small blip on the gay and national 
news radar screen.
 While a nation cried out in horror in 1998 over 
the brutal killing of Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-
old white gay male student at the University of 
Wyoming, and the murder of Teena Brandon, a 
21-year-old white Nebraskan transgender man 
(the inspiration for the 1999 movie Boys Don’t 
Cry) untold numbers of hate crimes against LG-
BTQ people of color not only went unreported in 
mainstream papers, but they rarely saw the light 
of day in queer ones as well.
 Gay and national media have also paid atten-
tion to homophobic bullying. The bullying that 
led to the suicide of LGBTQ youth was on its way 
to becoming a national epidemic. For example, 
in the month of September 2010, nine teen sui-
cides were tied to sexual orientation or gender 
expression, highlighting the disproportionate 
bullying of our LGBTQ kids and those perceived 
to be LGBTQ.
 One of the suicides that September was that 
of 18-year-old Rutgers University freshman Tyler 
Clementi. Clementi jumped to his death from the 
George Washington Bridge after finding out that 
his college roommate and another classmate had 
secretly used a webcam to broadcast his sexual 
encounters with another male, highlighting the 
dangers of “cyberbullying”— teasing, harassing, 
or intimidating with pictures or words distrib-
uted online or via text message. The story of 
Clementi’s suicide, and the many others that 
happened that month, went viral and saturated 
the media.
 However, the suicide of Joseph Jefferson, a 

26-year-old African-American activist for LGBT 
youth, went largely unnoticed.
 “I could not bear the burden of living as a gay 
man of color in a world grown cold and hate-
ful towards those of us who live and love dif-
ferently than the so-called ‘social mainstream,’” 
Jefferson posted on his Facebook page the day 
he killed himself.
 Issues of race, gender identity, and sexual ori-
entation trigger a particular type of news broad-
casting on major network channels. With many 
of these network channels’ objective to provide 
viewers with  “infotainment” rather than fair 
and balanced reporting, discerning television 
viewers—straight and gay—are most often in-
censed and insulted by the news than informed 
by it. 
 Case in point:  in 2007 The O’Reilly Factor with 
Bill O’Reilly on FOX News, which is one of today’s 
highest-rated talked shows, tipped its scales on 
purportedly delivering fair and balanced report-
ing. The O’Reilly Factor carelessly brought de-
famatory news to its viewers about an allegedly 
nationwide epidemic of Black lesbian gang vio-
lence terrorizing neighborhoods and schools in 
large urban enclaves across the country.  
 According to Rod Wheeler, FOX News crime 
analyst, these Black lesbian gangs recruit and 
force kids into homosexuality. “There is this na-
tional underground network, if you will, Bill, of 
women that’s lesbian and also some men groups 
that’s actually recruiting kids as young as 10 
years old in a lot of the schools in communi-
ties across the country,”  Wheeler told host Bill 
O’Reilly on the show. 
 And the notorious Black lesbian gang, “Dykes 
Taking Over” was purportedly a pedophiliac gang 
carrying weapons and violently attacking and 
raping girl victims they recruited. “As a matter 
of fact, some of the kids have actually reported 
that they were actually forced into you know, 
performing sex acts and doing sex acts with 
some of these people,” Wheeler continued. 
 Although Bill O’Reilly had to apologize for 

the egregious errors and lies about a national 
epidemic of Black lesbian gangs coming af-
ter female children, the story had nonetheless 
achieved the desired goal of “info-taining” its 
audience by perpetuating both frighteningly 
racist and homophobic stereotypes. 
 “We overstated the extent of gay gangs in 
the Washington Area … . Detective Wheeler has 
apologized,” Bill O’Reilly stated on his show. 
 However, the story about this purportedly 
increasing trend of Black lesbian gangs terror-
izing the neighborhoods and schools across the 
country derives from a myth affixed to the Sakia 
Gunn murder. 
 The real story about Sakia Gunn is that on the 
morning of May 11, 2003, Sakia Gunn, 15, was 
stabbed to death when she and her girlfriends 
rebuffed the sexual overtures of two African-
American men by disclosing to them that their 
disinterest was simply because they were all les-
bians. 
 Around 3:30 a.m. Gunn and a group of her 
girlfriends, ages 15-17, were taking a train from 
Greenwich Village, a noted LGBTQ enclave in 
New York City, to Newark. While waiting for the 
bus two African-American men in a white sta-
tion wagon harassed the girls. “At some point 
during their interaction, they made their sexual 
orientation known. They made it clear that they 
weren’t interested,” Lt. Derek Glenn, a spokes-
man for the Newark Police Department, told the 
Associated Press.
 Incensed that the girls rebuffed them—and by 
lesbians no less—the two assailants reportedly 
jumped out of their car and got into a scuffle 
with the girls. 
 Stabbed by one of the men, Gunn dropped 
to the ground and died shortly after arriving at 
University Hospital in Newark.
 Not enough is ever accurately reported about 
hate crimes against lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, and queer (LGBTQ) people of color, and 
how issues of race, gender identity, and sexual 
orientation trigger the type of violence against 

them. Nor are the reasons for the silence around 
such violence often explored. 
 The first reason is the “politics of silence” in 
LGBTQ communities of color to openly report 
these kinds of attacks unless it results in death 
(such as happened May 18 with the murder of 
Mark Carson, 32, a Black gay man, in New York 
City*). With being openly queer and often es-
tranged if not alienated from our communities 
of color, reporting attacks against us by other 
people of color can make victims viewed as race 
traitors. And because of the “politics of silence” 
that run rampant in our LGBTQ communities 
of color we end up colluding in the violence 
against us.
 The second reason has a lot to do with the 
dearth of LGBTQ reporters of color writing for 
both straight and queer white media. Those pa-
pers and television networks sensitive to race 
issues but don’t have LGBTQ people of color 
working at them, often engage in the “politics 
of avoidance” and won’t broach the topic for 
fear that the paper won’t bring the right angle 
or sensitivity to the topic. With the objective 
of newspapers and networks to report the news, 
those media that engage in the “politics of 
avoidance” when it comes to people of color do 
a disservice not only to the profession, but also 
to the entire LGBTQ community. 
 The third reason has a lot to do with the me-
dia view the topic of violence and people of col-
or as synonymous. With such a skewed viewed, 
for these newspaper and networks, there is no 
news to report. And if so, it’s both defamatory 
and sensationalize. 
 In 2011, Gunn’s story inspired the musical One 
Girl’s Story. I’m hoping future new reporting will 
inspire better coverage on us girls like Sakia.
  [* In New York City May 20, thousands of 
protesters of anti-gay violence held a march in 
Greenwich Village that began at the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community Cen-
ter and ended at the site where Mark Carson, 32, 
was fatally shot May 18, according to The New 
York Times. The police filed murder and weapons 
charges against Elliot Morales, 33, who was ar-
raigned in Manhattan Criminal Court. However, 
Advocate.com reported that multiple attacks on 
gay men, including nightlife promoter Dan Conta-
rino, occurred in the city hours after the rally.]

Remembering Sakia Gunn: 
The news coverage and homophobic murder

Left: sakia Gunn, killed may 2003 in newark, nJ. Right: mark Carson, killed may 2013 in new york City.
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By yasmin naiR

A Sebastian, Fla., teenager is being charged with 
a crime that could potentially place her on the 
state’s sex offender registry. At the same time, 
some publicly disseminated statements about 
her case appear to be inaccurate.
 The Indian River County state attorney’s of-
fice arrested Kaitlyn Hunt, now 18 years old, on 
a charge of “lewd and lascivious battery of a 
child 12 to 16 years of age” because of her re-
lationship with a younger woman. The charges 
are that Hunt was in a sexual relationship with a 
minor, then aged 14, starting in 2012. 
 On Friday, May 24, the lawyers for Kaitlyn 
Hunt sent out a statement that their client “is 
choosing not to accept the current plea offer 
by the State of Florida.” The plea deal would 
have allowed her to avoid registering as a sex 
offender if she had agreed to plead guilty to 
lesser charges of child abuse; Colton had recom-
mended two years of house arrest followed by a 
year’s probation. 
 Refusing the plea offer means that the case 
will now go to trial.  If Hunt is convicted of  
“lewd and lascivious battery,” there is a possi-
bility of her having to register as a sex offender, 
although she could be exempt from registration 
under the “Romeo and Juliet” exception.
 The lawyers also pointed to the statutory na-
ture of the crime: “If this incident occurred 108 
days earlier when she was 17, we wouldn’t even 
be here.” They added, “Along with Kaitlyn and 
her family, we are going to fight to have the law 
changed so no other teenager finds themselves 
in this same position created by the State of 
Florida and prosecuted unfairly.” 
 The case has recently gained attention from 
large numbers of people after Hunt’s father, Ste-
ven Hunt, created a page on Facebook, “Free 
Kate,” and then a petition on Change.org. The 
petition had already seen nearly 150,000 signa-
tures at the time this went to press. The original 
goal was 1,406 signatures. 
 The public outrage has been fueled by a strong 
viral campaign, and the signatures of celebri-
ties—the author Anne Rice and the actor Evan 
Rachel Wood. Most recently, the group Anony-
mous, famous for its online guerrilla-style take-
downs of those it sees as needing to be held 
accountable, has  apparently voiced its support. 
Press reports say the group has “vowed” to col-
lect 200,000 signatures to demand that the of-
ficials in charge be made to resign. 
 The backlash against the state attorney’s of-
fice, and against the parents of the younger per-
son who made the original complaint, is a result 
of the case’s being widely read as homophobic. 
Anonymous and several commenters on the peti-
tion insist that the prosecution is a result of “in-
tolerance.” The American Civil Liberties Union of 
Florida posted a statement about the matter at 
http://aclufl.org/2013/05/21/aclu-of-florida-
statement-on-prosecution-of-18-year-old-kait-
lyn-hunt/ .
 However, a Windy City Times investigation in-
dicates that “facts” in the case have been mis-
represented and that those misrepresentations 
have largely undergirded the criticisms of charg-
ing Hunt with a crime. 
 Furthermore, while there has been a furor 
about charging an 18-year-old for a consensual 
relationship and her possibly being placed on 
Florida’s sex offender registry, there is less ques-
tioning or backlash against such registries’ exis-
tence or their rationale. 
 The story of Kaitlyn Hunt first came to public 
attention a week ago when her parents began 
making the case to the press that their daughter 
had been singled out by her high school basket-
ball coach for being involved with the younger 

student. Hunt had been arrested in February. 
Several news stories, based on her father’s 
Facebook page’s account, reported or led read-
ers to believe that the younger student was 15 
and that Hunt was arrested on or after her 18th 
birthday. 
 On May 19, someone identifying himself as 
Hunt’s uncle, Andrew Kenneth Gay, attempted 
to correct the misinformation that he said was 
floating around. On the Facebook page “Free 
Kate,” he wrote, “We are not arguing that Kate is 
being prosecuted by the State of Florida because 
of her sexual orientation. The law is the law, but 
the law is unjust. Many 18-year-old men have 
also been unjustly prosecuted for dating under-
age girls in their high schools. We are arguing 
that it is unfair to expect high school students 
in the same school not to fraternize. It certainly 
shouldn’t be grounds for criminal prosecution.”
 Gay also stated that Hunt turned 18 in August 
2012. He wrote, “As much as we want your sup-
port, we also want to keep things accurate and 
free of exaggeration, even when it engenders 
sympathy.” 
 Still, at the time of this article’s going to 
press, Steven Hunt’s petition insists that “Kai-
tlyn’s girlfriend’s parents are pressing charges 
because they are against the same-sex relation-
ship, even though their daughter has stated 
that this is a consensual relationship. The two 
girls began dating while Kaitlyn was 17 but 
her girlfriend’s parents blamed Kaitlyn for their 
daughter’s homosexuality. They waited until af-
ter Kaitlyn turned 18 and went to the police to 
have charges brought against her.”
 In an interview with WCT, State Attorney Bruce 
Colton said the complaint did originate with the 
parents of the younger person, who went to the 
sheriff’s office. From there, “law enforcement did 
an investigation and confirmed that under the 
law the defendant had violated a felony statute 
and got an arrest warrant and arrested her.”
 Asked if that was after she turned 18, Colton 
responded, confirming Gay’s words, “That’s one 
of the pieces of misinformation going around. 
She was 18 before this relationship began, be-
fore she started talking to this young lady. She 
turned 18 in August of 2012.”
 He continued, “Based on the law enforcement 
investigation, they started talking with each 
other in September or October 2012, in school, 
and started a sexual relationship in November or 
December. So she was already 18 and considered 
an adult under the law when they began even 
talking to each other.” 
 Colton added, “It’s been reported the victim 
was 15. The picture that’s been painted is that 
this was a 17-year-old and a 15-year-old. It’s 
actually an 18-year-old and a 14-year-old, The 
victim was 14 at the time this began and was 
14 throughout. She did not turn 15 until two 
months after the arrest.”
 About the nature of the investigation, Colton 
said that “they interviewed the victim and they 
interviewed the defendant and they looked at 
text messages. There was a controlled phone call 
[legal under Florida law, and not a wiretapping]. 
The victim, with her parents present and along 
with law enforcement, made a call to the defen-
dant, and that call was recorded. In that phone 
call, the defendant talked about the sexual rela-
tionship.”
 Many of the press reports and Steven Hunt’s 
petition state that the now-15-year-old was 
against filing charges. Asked about that, Colton 
responded, “I really don’t know what she’s say-
ing in that regard, but the victim is a minor, and 
in this case, like any criminal case, while the 
victim is taken into consideration, the victim’s 
wishes aren’t what necessarily control the out-
come of the case.”

 He expanded on the issue of consent: “It was 
a consensual relationship, but the law specifi-
cally states that consent by the victim is not 
a defense for this crime. When the legislature 
made the law, its purpose was to protect chil-
dren from being influenced by older adults, so 
consent was specifically put in there as not be-
ing a defense.”
 Asked what he thought of the public response, 
Colton said, “I have no real response—it doesn’t 
change anything. The problem I have with the 
public response is that many of the people who 
are making this response are under the impres-
sion that this had been an ongoing relationship 
from the time that they were both juveniles. 
That’s not true. And also the misinformation is 
that this case is only being prosecuted because 
they’re gay, which has absolutely nothing to do 
with it.”  
 Colton emphasized that “at no time” was his 
office told that the parents’ main objection was 

because the two are both female.  He also stated 
that none of the facts indicated any reason to 
change the statute. Asked if there had been oth-
er instances where the perpetrator was an adult 
man and the victim a minor, Colton responded, 
“Absolutely, yes, I can’t give you a number, but 
I can tell you we [the state attorney’s office for 
the 19th Judicial Circuit, which includes Indian 
River County] cover a four-county area. We don’t 
have as many as we do burglaries or thefts, but 
we do have them on a somewhat regular basis, 
cases like this, of hetero relationships, and even 
gay relationships. Those are far fewer, but we do 
have cases of this nature.” 
 At this point in time, if Hunt is convicted of 
the charges that have been brought against her, 
she would have to register as a sex offender. Ad-
ditionally, she faces anywhere from 7-1/2 to 15 
years in prison. 
 But, said Colton, “if the judge withholds ad-
judication of guilt, then she can petition the 
court to be exempted from registration as a sex 
offender [under the state’s “Romeo and Juliet” 
law].  But we’ve offered a plea in this case that 
would eliminate all of that, that hasn’t been ac-
cepted or rejected yet.” 
 He added, “The media is presenting the case 
as if we have two young kids in love who are in 
love and are being persecuted—which isn’t the 
case, but that doesn’t sell papers.”
 WCT tried repeatedly to get in touch with the 
Hunt family and Kaitlyn Hunt’s attorney. Their 
only response has been a statement that “[o]
ur family is scared for our daughter Kate and are 
doing everything we can to prevent an unjust 
law from ruining her life … . Kaitlyn did noth-
ing wrong and certainly nothing that warrants 
the type of punishment she faces.”  It added, 
“It’s clear that people around the world feel our 
daughter is being unfairly prosecuted and that 
we really need to examine how these laws are 
negatively impacting young people in our coun-
try.”

 As WCT’s prior coverage has reported, such in-
stances—of teens placed on sex offender regis-
tries, or even of adults charged with a crime for 
consensual sexual relationships they may have 
had with minors just two or three years younger 
than they at the time—are in fact very com-
mon.  LGBTQ people are particularly prone to 
being watched and criminalized both for their 
presence in Internet chat rooms devoted to porn 
and for “public” sex—both are common activi-
ties among straight people, but LGBTQ people in 
particular tend to be targeted.  
 Contrary to claims that Hunt’s case would 
never have arisen if she or the other person 
had been male, instances of such arrests among 
heterosexuals are in fact so common that they 
are commonly referred to as “Romeo and Juliet” 
instances, referring  to the fact that both parties 
were young at the time of the sexual encounter. 
There are even specific “Romeo and Juliet” ex-
ceptions to statutory rape laws in various states, 

including Florida. These are designed to provide 
recourse to alleged perpetrators when the situ-
ation concerns consensual sex between minors 
or an adult 18 years and a minor 14-16 years of 
age. 
  WCT also contacted the ACLU’s Florida office. 
In its statement published online, it said, “The 
ACLU of Florida condemns the prosecution of 
18-year-old Kaitlyn Hunt. The facts as we under-
stand them suggest that the state is prosecuting 
Kaitlyn for engaging in behavior that is both 
fairly innocuous and extremely common.”
 The ACLU also stated, “Application of this law 
to Kaitlyn’s conduct is another example of the 
troubling trend in Florida and across the country 
of criminalizing teenagers.” When WCT asked if 
the ACLU had a statement on the case or a state-
ment on the merits of sex offender registries, it 
did not respond. 
 The ACLU also said it was not representing 
Hunt. However, hours later, A. Julia Graves, the 
attorney for Kaitlyn Hunt, sent out an email 
message echoing the ACLU statement almost ex-
actly and stating that she is now working with 
the organization and with Equality Florida on 
the case. 
 In her email, Graves said, “It is my hope that 
Kaitlyn will be able to move forward with her 
life and an important dialogue begins in this 
nation about adolescent relationships and the 
age of consent regardless of sexual orientation.” 
She added, “Kaitlyn and her parents have been 
given until Friday [May 24] to decide whether to 
go to trial and have the most intimate details of 
the relationship played out in public or to take 
a plea agreement that includes forever having a 
record even if adjudication is withheld. In ad-
dition with the sex offender conditions, Kaitlyn 
would be subjected to sitting in group counsel-
ing meetings with legitimate convicted sex of-
fenders that the law was truly meant for.”
 WCT also called the Sebastian, Fla., school dis-
trict office but did not receive a response.

Florida lesbian teen 
won’t take plea on 
sex crime charge

Florida teen kaitlyn Hunt. Photo from her Facebook page
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Tom Joyner’s
anti-gay message
to the Black
community
 
On May 1, Jason Collins, the 7’0” center for the 
Washington Wizards, and a former Boston Celt-
ics, came out. His statement, “I’m a 34-year-old 
NBA center. I’m black. And I’m gay” made the 
cover story for the May 6 issue of Sports Illus-
trated.
 On May 2, three Morehouse College basketball 
athletes were accused of raping an 18-year-old 
Spelman College student. The story didn’t hit the 
airwaves as the Collins story.
 Many in the African-American community were 
silent on both incidents because they view both 
as poxes on the community.
 But for those who did speak out on what the 
African-American community’s order of prefer-
ence, focus and concern should be about—
Collins’ coming out story versus the Spelman 
rape— it, sadly, revealed where they stood in 
terms of valuing and devaluing members in the 
community.
  “While too many of us were concentrating on 
an NBA player’s sexuality despite the fact that 
most of the population had never heard of him, 
some much bigger news was transpiring. Four 
Morehouse athletes were arrested in connec-
tion with sexual assaults,” Tom Joyner wrote in 
his May 3 op-ed, “Reading, Writing and Rape? 
Sexual Assaults on Campuses Must End” on his 
nationally renown website “BlackAmericaWeb.
com.”
  While Joyner is nowhere in the league of a 
Rush Limbaugh or a Rev. Rick Warren in terms 
of spewing homophobic vitriol, he isn’t also just 
your run-of-the-mill homophobe. When Joyner 

speaks, Black America is listening. He’s the 
founder of Reach Media, the largest media plat-
form reaching African-Americans in the country 
and the Caribbean. Joyner reaches as many Af-
rican-American homes as does the Black church, 
and he does it more often—and some would 
say more effectively, too, because he’s the na-
tion’s number-one syndicated urban radio jock. 
His jewel, “The Tom Joyner Morning Show,” airs 
weekdays in more than 100 markets and reaches 
a listenership of more than 8 million—approxi-
mately one in four African-Americans.
  While incidents of rape always need to be 
called out, as Joyner did, and addressed immedi-
ately, it shouldn’t be brought to attention at the 
expense of denigrating another minority group 
within the same population, as Joyner also did.
  But Joyner is not alone in his views concern-
ing Collins’ coming-out story and the Spelman 
rape.
  Rather, he points to the ongoing struggle in 
the African-American community with its unre-
solved homophobia and misogyny that falls on 
the backs of its women and LGBTQ population, 
and how the Black community, like Joyner, pits 
one disenfranchised group against another. 
 Violence against both groups is an ongoing 
problem whether within the hallowed halls of 
one of America’s historically Black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) or on urban streets.
 Morehouse College Office Of Communications 
released a statement that stated in part, “More-
house has a zero tolerance policy related to vio-
lence of any kind. Violence is the very antith-
esis of the Morehouse ethos and the values of a 
Morehouse Man.”
 Morehouse is lauded as the jewel of Black aca-
demia. Founded two years after the end of the 
Civil War by William Jefferson White in the base-
ment of Springfield Baptist Church in Augusta, 
Ga., Morehouse continues to confer degrees on 
more men of African descent than any institu-
tion of higher education in this country.
  Morehouse’s recent rape incident points to 
an ongoing problem on college campuses na-
tionwide, especially among male athletes. And 
within this rape culture is also violence against 
its lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ) students as well. (It’s one of the rea-
sons why LGBTQ fear coming out, especially ath-

letes on team sports. i.e. Collins)
  And Morehouse has had its share of incidents.
  For example, its highly publicized 2002 gay-
bashing incident where a student sustained a 
fractured skull from his classmate, sophomore 
Aaron Price, and not surprisingly the son of an 
ultra-conservative minister. Price uncontrollably 
beat his victim on the head with a baseball bat 
for allegedly looking at him in the shower.
 In the 1980s and 1990s it was more dangerous 
to be openly gay and bisexual on Morehouse’s 
campus than it was on the streets in Black 
neighborhoods.
 Jafari Sinclaire Allen, a professor at University 
of Texas, was an openly gay student at More-
house in the late 1980s and early 1990s. He re-
calls fleeing campus one evening after a forum 
to address homophobia turned violently homo-
phobic. And throughout the 1990’s Morehouse 
was listed on the Princeton Review’s top 20 ho-
mophobic campuses.
 Collins coming out story is good news espe-
cially in light of the Spelman rape because both 
women and LGBTQ people are frequent subjects 
of violence in our community. 
 Joyner’s derisive comment about Collins re-
minds me of Morehouse sophomore Aaron Price’s 
bat-wielding incident, because Joyner’s remark 
serves as a reminder of how frequently LGBTQ 
people of African descent are figuratively as well 
and physically bashed on the head by members 
of our community who deliberately want to 
strike out our existence. 
  Since its inception in 1867 Morehouse College 
is noted as the bastion of Black male leader-
ship and masculinity. Embodying W. E.B. Du-
bois’s theory of “The Talented Tenth,” where 
“exceptional Black men” would be the ones to 
lead the race, Morehouse College has produced 
unquestionably a pantheon of noted Black men; 
its most famous alumnus Martin Luther King, Jr., 
graduated from Morehouse in 1948 
 And its alums maintain the “Morehouse mys-
tique” the college is renowned for—“images of 
strong Black men.”
 And as strong Black men they need to both 
stop violating women and beating up on GBTQ 
men.

LetteRs

viewpOints

House-bound

Note: Dignity/Chicago sent the attached letter 
to a group of Catholic Illinois House Represen-
tatives to urge them to support the Marriage 
Equality Bill SB10.

Dignity/Chicago, the advocacy organization for 
LGBT Catholics, joins more than 250 religious 
leaders from across the state in support of mar-
riage equality in Illinois.
 As an authentic voice for LGBT and supportive 
Illinois Catholics for more than 40 years, Dig-
nity/Chicago has been consistent in its mission 
to affirm the sanctity of same-sex relationships 
and all expressions of gender identity. We recog-
nize that stable families are vital to a healthy 
society and believe that all of society benefits 
by enlarging the circle of those who can receive 
the rights and responsibilities of civil marriage. 
Dignity/Chicago, like the majority of Catholics, 
both lay people and clergy, believes that all 
couples and families that come together in love 
are “natural” families.
 As a community rooted in the Catholic tradi-
tion, Dignity recognizes the sacred nature of 
the life-long commitment of marriage and we 
believe that religious organizations can and 
should bless and celebrate such unions for LGBT 

people, as we have done throughout our forty-
year history. However, the issue at hand is civil 
marriage, a matter we believe is about extending 
the rights and responsibilities of the marriage 
contract to same-sex couples by the state of 
Illinois. We strongly support this expansion of 
equality in our state.
 We recognize that our position is in opposi-
tion to that of our church hierarchy. But polls 
show that the majority of lay Catholics support 
opening civil marriage to LGBT couples. For lay 
Catholics and for many religious, this is an is-
sue of justice and an issue of family. While we 
respect the right of Cardinal George and other 
religious leaders to speak out in opposition to 
marriage equality for same-sex couples, their 
position does not reflect the full truth on this 
issue. It does not reflect the lived experience 
of LGBT couples in committed relationships, nor 
the experience of their families.
 Dignity Chicago calls upon all people of good 
faith to join with us in affirming a just and 
caring society that recognizes the rights of all 
people, including those in committed same-sex 
relationships. We call on our legislators to sup-
port passage of the Illinois Religious Freedom 
and Marriage Fairness Act, which grants the full 
legal and societal recognition that same-sex 
couples seek in justice and in support of their 
families.

 To borrow a quote from Cardinal George, we 
also believe that, “This proposed legislation 
will have long term consequences because laws 
teach; they tell us what is socially acceptable 
and what is not…” Indeed this is true and Dig-
nity/Chicago hopes that most people will learn 
through this law that LGBT families are not “less 
than,” but are rather full members of our society 
with all the rights and responsibilities that en-
tails.   
 For more information about Dignity’s support 
of same-sex marriage from a Catholic perspec-
tive, please visit www.dignityusa.org.
 As independent organizations created to sup-
port LGBT Catholics and our families and friends, 
DignityUSA and Dignity/Chicago envision and 
work for a time when LGBT Catholics are affirmed 
and experience dignity through the integration 
of their spirituality with their sexuality, and, as 
beloved persons of God, participate fully in all 
aspects of life within the Church and society. We 
minister through education, advocacy and wor-
ship and believe that same-sex relationships are 
loving, life-giving and life-affirming. 
 We urge you to vote in favor of SB10 and allow 
same-sex couples to be fully recognized in the 
state of Illinois.

Christopher Pett
President, Dignity/Chicago

Rev.
iRene

MOnROe
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By maRy sHEn BaRniDGE

Summer theater is traditionally lightweight: 
fluffy comedies, chirpy musicals—even Shake-
speare comes on picnic grounds. Not in Chicago, 
though. Oh, the 2013 schedule includes nostal-
gic tune-filled revues like Theo Ubique’s double-
header Cole Porter songbook at the No Exit 
(June 6-July 21; 800-595-4847) and smokey 
Joe’s Cafe at the Royal George (through June 
30; 312-988-9000) along with minimal-stress 
fare like Lifeline’s The Three musketeers (June 
10-July 21; 773-761-4477), Black Fox’s The 
Brothers Beckett at the Athenaeum (June 6-30) 
and Eclipse’s Bedroom Farce (directed by Nick 
Sandys, on loan from Remy Bumppo, also play-
ing at the Athenaeum July 28-Sept. 1; 773-935-
0860). What’s noteworthy about the outlook for 
the skillet-temps season, however, is the number 
of star appearances, premiere productions and 
heavyweight classics braving the warm weather.
 Headlining the big-timers home from Holly-
wood are William Peterson, returning to portray 
the expat dad of a teenage girl in slowgirl at 
Steppenwolf (July 31-Aug. 25; 312-335-1650), 
and Michael Shannon, teaming up with his 
long-time scene partner Guy Van Swearingen at 
Red Orchid for some harness-racing flimflam in 
simpatico (July 8-Aug. 24; 312-943-8722). You 
can still see Rhea Perlman in the world premiere 
of Bruce Graham’s stella & Lou at Northlight 

through June 9 (847-673-6300). Veteran Big 
Shoulders playwright Keith Huff premieres his 
latest grit-and-spit Chicago-noir drama, titled 
Big Lake, Big City, at Lookingglass through 
Aug. 11 (312-337-0665). Luis Alfaro, author 
of the 2012 mean-streets oedipus El Rey, re-
imagines Colchean queen Medea as an undocu-
mented immigrant seeking refuge in Pilsen for 
mojada at Victory Gardens (July 22-Aug. 11; 
773-871-3000). Steppenwolf’s other auditorium 
houses Belleville, Amy Herzog’s tale of Ameri-
cans likewise adrift in foreign lands (July 6-Aug. 
25; 312-335-1650).
 It’s not all new plays: Mary-Arrchie’s late-win-
ter sleeper production of The Glass menagerie, 
after having to turn away eager crowds from the 
Angel Island loft, reopens at Theater Wit to run 
through June 30 (773-975-8150). House Theater 
brings back its perennial crowd-pleasing Death 
and Harry Houdini, starring dazzlemaster Den-
nis Watkins, June 30-Aug. 11 (773-278-1500), 
and Wayward Productions extends its innovative 
motorcycle-gang Richard iii—now featuring 
Carlo Lorenzo Garcia as Richard and Jude Roche 
as Buckingham—at The Den through June 29 
(866-468-3401). Freshly-mounted classics in-
clude racial-bending repertory stagings of Molie 
re’s misanthrope (through June 9) and Tartuffe 
(June 20-July 14) at Court Theatre (773-753-
4472) and Timeline’s production of Lorraine 
Hansberry’s American classic, a Raisin in the 

sun, to start off its fall line-up (Aug. 20-Nov. 
17; 773-281-8463).
 Moving out into the neighborhoods, theatergo-
ers can still find plenty to exercise their brains: 
For those who didn’t get enough of khaki-clad 
soldiers with heavy accents in Black Watch, 
Signal Ensemble premieres This is War, Han-
nah Moscovitch’s account of Canadian troops in 
Afghanistan (Aug. 22-Sept. 28; 773-347-1350). 
Profiles presents the Midwest premiere of in 
God’s Hat, Rhett Rossi’s parable of two jailbird 
brothers (Aug. 23-Oct. 13; 773-549-1815) while 
just up the street, Mary-Arrchie—back on its 
home turf—revives uncle Bob, Austin Pend-
leton’s controversial tale of an elderly AIDS-
infected recluse and his self-destructive young 
nephew (June 13-July 21; 773-871-9442). 
Speaking of elders, Don Bender and Vincent Lo-
nergan, two of the storefront circuit’s most pop-
ular—let’s just say—mature leading men, will 

put their gray heads together for the premiere of 
Sherod Santos’ Lives of the Pigeons at the Side 
Project (June 2-30; 773-340-0140).
 Even the musicals (listed in more detail else-
where) are more ambitious than standard sea-
sonal repertoire, Boho Theatre delving into 
survival tactics of prisoners in kiss of the 
spider Woman (June 1-30) and Haven Theatre 
examining transgender identity issues in Hed-
wig and the angry inch (July 5-Aug. 11), both 
playing at Theater Wit (773-975-8150). Black 
Ensemble’s ain’t no Cryin’ The Blues—star-
ring the charismatic Rick Stone—pays homage 
to the late Howlin’ Wolf (June 9-Aug. 11; 773-
769-4451), as othello: The Remix continues its 
hip-hop tragedy at Chicago Shakespeare to June 
15 (312-595-5600). Finally, look for Mary Zim-
merman’s adaptation of The Jungle Book at the 
Goodman (June 21-Aug. 4; 312-443-3800) to 
brim over with surprise and wonder.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Windy City Times reviews the production Fight Girl Battle World on page 20.  
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No summer
‘learning loss’ in
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Hans Fleischmann in mary-arrchie Theatre Co.’s production of The Glass menagerie. Photo by 
Emily schwartz
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THEATER REVIEW

Reverb
Playwright: Leslye Headland
at: Redtwist Theater, 1044 W. Bryn mawr ave.
Tickets: 773-728-7529; 
www.redtwist.org; $25-$30
Runs through: June 23

By maRy sHEn BaRniDGE

The rock-and-roll ethos is a romantic one (we 
are told), so at first it’s easy to mistake Dorian 
for just another pasty-faced young singer/song-
writer exploiting the myth. We soon learn that 
his pain is genuine, stemming from a childhood 
marked by a mother who abandoned her family, 
leaving her son to protect his little sister from 
their abusive father. Dorian’s muse, June (the 
“June Gloom” of his song lyrics), also claims a 
broken home and crippling adolescent guilt as 
her legacy, rendering her the perfect match for 
a withdrawn boy enamored of, literally, beating 
himself up. 
 Well, doesn’t art often flower in tainted soil? 
Dorian’s fellow band-members may focus on their 
careers, courting coolhunters in their quest for 
that holy-grail recording contract, but Dorian’s 
sister Lydia, having found peace and forgiveness 
in God, is out to save her brother’s soul. The 
news that their hated sire is dying of a deserv-
edly agonizing disease drives Dorian to further 
flight from his conflicting emotions, and when 
Lydia demands a catharsis following the funeral 

(“You might as well feel it now, and get it over 
with,” she exhorts him), it does not come with-
out risks.
 Playwright Leslye Headland declares her play to 
be part of a series on the seven deadly sins, this 
one being “wrath,” while Redtwist’s publicity 
bills it a “darkly comic, brutal dissection,” and 
pop-cult buffs can always view it as a satirical 
commentary on the necrophilic L.A. music scene. 
Ignore them all—the most compelling dramatic 
question we are asked to ponder is whether the 
phrase “ars longa, vita brevis” (“art is long, life 
is short”) justifies everything, or, as a character 
asserts, “What you are is more important than 
what you make.” And then there are the odds of 
having it both ways.
 Walking the thin e-string between teen soap 
and gritty SoCal noir is an all-star storefront-
circuit cast director Jonathan Berry assembles, 
featuring heroic performances from Peter Oyloe 
and Mary Williamson as the star-twisted lovers, 
with intelligently uncondescending support from 
Brittany Burch as the born-again Lydia and Ash-
ley Neal as the hipper-than-thou Ivy, flanked 
by Chris Chmelik and an almost-unrecognizable 
Nick Vidal as nerdy sidemen Shane and Hank. The 
tech is uniformly first-rate, but note especially 
Ryan Bourque, currently nominated for a Jeff, 
whose smack-and-throttle choreography for the 
desperado lovers delivers skin-stinging battery 
without ever endangering spectators seated 
barely inches away. (Guitar enthusiasts are also 
warned that a Gibson Les Paul is mistreated hor-
ribly in the course of the action.)

Peter oyloe in Reverb. Photo by Jan Ellen Graves

THEATER REVIEW

Fight Girl 
Battle World
Playwright: Qui nguyen
at: inFusion Theatre Company 
at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont ave.
Tickets: 773-975-8150;
www.infusiontheatre.com; $25
Runs through: June 16

By maRy sHEn BaRniDGE

A playwright affiliated with an existing the-
ater company enjoys the luxury of an artistic 
staff already attuned to their resident word-
smith’s literary voice. The disadvantage is 
that resident scribblers can grow lazy, writing 
scenarios rather than finished scripts, while 
trusting to the performers’ familiarity with 
their author’s aesthetic to bridge any gaps. 
 Qui Nguyen has forged his career on satirical 
action-movie parodies whose comic-book vio-
lence is a vehicle for serious social messages. 
The allegorical arc in this midwest premiere 
spoof of space opera epics, however, risks 
being obscured by a plethora of motifs: zoo-
logically diverse standards of beauty (our ba-
belicious heroine has never had a boyfriend, 
the reptilian community where she was raised 
finding humans “unattractive”) and gender-
bending aliens (a character who looks like 
a female earthling in every way is actually 
male). We also get cute androids with prissy 
English accents, starship dogfights, grotesque 
mutant villains, road-runner chases, and a 

lesson in extraterrestrial cussing before the 
denouement reveals the purpose of it all.
 This is a lot of metaphor to absorb in one 
sitting. (Did I mention the shout-out to 
Isaac Asimov? Or the lucha libre wrestling 
match with the many-eyed and tentacled 
wide-mouth monster?) It’s better, instead, to 
suspend your disbelief across the board and 
embrace the spectacle offered by a dramat-
ic genre where characters are shot multiple 
times, only to return unhurt in the next scene, 
assisted by a “flying” squad of black-clad ko-
ken and a stageside foley operator supplying 
aural punctuation. The endlessly inventive 
design team serves up a kaleidoscopic col-
lage encompassing strobe lights, life-sized 
puppets, video projections, acrobatic combat, 
and a day-glo spandex wardrobe—courtesy 
of, respectively, Charles Cooper, Kimberly G. 
Morris, Rasean Davonte Johnson and Anna 
Henson, David Blixt and Rachel Sypniewski.
  You wouldn’t expect such a tech-heavy 
show to ask anything of its actors beyond the 
stamina and agility to stay the course to the 
end—certainly not the charm of the anime-
adorable Sheila O’Connor and Zach Livings-
ton as a reluctant couple assigned the task 
of preserving their species, nor the dry hu-
mor dispensed by their allies, Rob Grabowski, 
Kimberly Logan and Josh Hambrock (but look 
for the femme-and-butch dialectic of Elise 
Mayfield and Meredith Rae Lyons’ gleefully 
“blarky” villainesses to steal the show). Any-
way, it’s summer, and if blasting rayguns, ass-
kicking chicks and bug-eyed monsters dying 
in spasms like cockroaches is your cup of Cas-
siopeia, this is your kind of entertainment.

THEATER REVIEW

The Misanthrope
Playwright: moliere
at: Court Theatre, 5535 s. Ellis ave.
Tickets: 1-773-753-4472; 
www.CourtTheatre.org; $45-$65
Runs through: June 9

By JonaTHan aBaRBanEL

Director Charles Newell must be tired of reviews 
complimenting the insightful intelligence of his 
work. He’s done it again with this lucid and visu-
ally rich staging of Moliere’s 1666 play about a 
man too incorruptibly honest for his own good. 
Alceste (Erik Hellman), a gentleman of leisure, 
condemns hypocrisy and pretense wherever he 
finds it, and rejects the cordial falsehoods and 
politesse of well-bred society. As his reputation 
for candor grows, more people ask for his frank 
opinions only to be offended by his usually-
correct judgments, which eventually cost him 
advancement at the royal court and his lover, 
Celimene (Grace Gealey). When she proves as 
frank and judgmental as he is, Alceste forgives 
her infidelity and proposes a life of well-heeled 
solitude with him, only to be rejected because 
Celimene enjoys her lively social life and the ex-
ercise of ridicule, both of which Alceste consid-
ers crushing burdens.
 Many critics view Alceste as near-tragic, an 
obsessive character who refuses to compromise 
and who is as passionate as he can be scath-
ing. But the play itself is a comedy, albeit a 
dark comedy, and what’s missing from this pro-
duction is laughter. It’s not solemn and the 
pace is lively, but very little is played for com-
edy although there are opportunities to do so. 
There’s plenty of wit and trenchant cleverness 
in Moliere’s script, especially in Richard Wilbur’s 
justly-acclaimed translation which brilliantly 
preserves Moliere’s rhymed couplets, and it’s 
delivered with force and passion (and linguistic 
mastery) by Hellman, Gealey and others, but it’s 
not comedic passion even when it might be at 
no disservice to the play’s more profound ideas. 
 The only performer who develops some of the 
comic possibilities is Allen Gilmore, a proven 
master of style, playing in drag as Arsinoe, a 
woman both devious and no-longer young. It’s a 
matter of taste or opinion, of course, but I be-
lieve the exaggerations of situation and charac-

ter in The Misanthrope can fall more forcibly on 
an audience if leavened with appropriate laugh-
ter, of which this company certainly is capable. 
Then again, perhaps I attended a performance 
with a serious-minded audience, which some-
times happens.
 This production is drop-dead gorgeous with 
design elements split between classical France 
and contemporary times. The lines of Jacque-
line Firkins’ costumes—all of them in black with 
extravagant gold trim—feature ruffles and lace 
coupled with goth-rock and military flourishes. 
John Culbert’s thrust set of ebonized woods 
and furniture is deep, glossy and luxurious and 
will be utilized for Moliere’s Tartuffe opening in 
June, also directed by Newell.
 Tartuffe employs physical comedy as well as 
comedic dialogue to leaven a message far bit-
terer than The Misanthrope. It will be interest-
ing to see if Newell really uncorks the farce ele-
ments.

The misanthrope. Photo by michael Brosilow
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THEATER REVIEW

Lipstick Goes
on Last
Playwrights: Cheryl Thomas, Gary malinowski 
and kathleen Lawlor
at: 3 squares Productions and 
Richard Pryor Jr. at Den Theatre, 
1333 n. milwaukee ave.
Tickets: www.lipstickgoesonlast.com; $30
Runs through: June 23

By sCoTT C. moRGan

Someone should ask the three playwrights be-
hind the world-premiere play Lipstick Goes on 
Last these important questions:
 Is Lipstick Goes on Last supposed to be a 
campy, adultery-filled sex farce set in the late 
1970s? Or is it meant to be a tender Lifetime TV-
style movie drama dealing with a mother’s de-
stabilizing alcoholism and a conflicted 13-year-
old girl who wants more independence and a 
happier home life?
 Are we supposed to laugh at all the male char-
acters’ rampant and deceitful bisexuality (com-
plete with dated visual jokes equating homosex-
uality with cross-dressing and disco dancing), 
or be horrified by the end of the play at the 
prospect of the forthcoming AIDS crisis on the 
play’s families? 
 And why has actor/co-producer Richard Pryor 
Jr. (son of the late, legendary comedian) de-
cided to make Lipstick Goes on Last his Chicago 
stage debut when he only has a minor support-
ing part?
 Now playing at the Den Theatre in a middling 
production directed by David Zak and Natalie 
Sallee, Lipstick Goes on Last feels about 20 
years behind the curve when it comes to simul-
taneously poking fun at and feeling nostalgia 
for 1970s fads, slang and style. And though the 
play lasts just under 90 minutes without an in-
termission, its meandering pace and unfocused 
dramatic scenes make it feel much longer.
 It’s also annoying to spot all the anachronis-
tic props and costume accessories throughout 
the show. Modern-day water bottles, Girl Scout 
cookie boxes and the prominent appearance of 
an early 1980s Rubik’s Cube all take you out 
of the play’s late 1970s setting, and make you 
question the choices of prop and wardrobe coor-
dinator Kari Warning.
 On the acting front, there isn’t much to write 
home about since playwrights Cheryl Thomas, 
Gary Malinowski and Kathleen Lawlor didn’t cre-
ate fully rounded characters. The plot mechanics 
also aren’t that believable, especially with ev-
eryone appearing so chummy and happy by the 

too-easily resolved ending.
 And with such quirky characters like an al-
coholic former beauty queen named Meredith 
(Lawlor); her cookie-obsessed best friend, Rita 
(Ashley J. Dearborn); an adulterous Girl Scout 
leader named Vicki (Suzy Black); and a drag-
dressing bisexual husband named James (Pryor), 
Lipstick Goes on Last is strangely devoid of solid 
laughs. If the playwrights involved took a much 
campier approach to their material, Lipstick 
Goes on Last might have inspired more mirth 
and fun rather than feeling like an undercooked 
comic drama of diverse families.
 So just what is the point of Lipstick Goes on 
Last? Sadly, it comes off as a misbegotten exer-
cise in tone confusion and fuzzy nostalgia for 
the dying days off the disco era. Pryor really 
should have found another property for his Chi-
cago debut.
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The cast of Lipstick Goes on Last. Photo by Ron Larson Jr.

 Previously seen at North Central College in Naper-
ville, Organic Theater Company brings its recent pro-
ductions of Alexander Camus’ Caligula and Slawomir 
Mrozek’s The Emigrants in to Chicago. Director Alex-
ander Gelman helms both productions, the first which 
is Camus’ introspective drama about an inexperienced 
and pliable emperor, while Mrozek’s dark two-man 
comedy concerns impoverished exiles alternately 
hoping for and pessimistically picturing a return to 
their homeland. Organic Theater Company’s produc-
tions of Caligula and The Emigrants play in reper-
tory now through Sunday, July 7, at the Greenhouse 
Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. Tickets are $19; 
call 773-404-7336, or visit www.organictheater.org 
or www.greenhousetheater.org. Photo from The Emi-
grants courtesy of Organic Theater Company.

SPOTLIGHT

CRITICS’ PICKS

 Blood and Gifts, TimeLine Theatre, 
through July 28. We got into the Afghani 
hell of Islamic politics and blood revenge 
by doing to the USSR in the 1980s what 
they did to us in Vietnam: backing their 
enemy, who became the Taliban. It’s a sad 
story written and acted with passion. JA
 By The Way, meet Vera stark, Goodman 
Theatre, through June 2. You might think 
that you’re watching an actual bio-drama 
documenting the career of a long-ignored 
African-American actress in the early days 
of the Hollywood film industry, instead of 
Lynn Nottage’s pinpoint-wicked parody sat-
irizing fashions in prejudices. MSB
  in the Company of men, Profiles Theatre 
at The Main Stage, through June 30. Provo-
cateur playwright and filmmaker Neil LaB-
ute transforms the controversial 1997 film 
that launched his career back into a juicy 
stage drama. This fine production shows the 
underhanded lengths two men go to manip-
ulate an unwitting woman’s affections in a 
morally corrupt game. SCM
 othello: the Remix, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, through June 15. Hip-hop Shake-
spearians, the Q Brothers, tackle their first 
tragedy and come up with a four-actor pre-
cision version that’s clever, joyful, musical, 
extremely funny and yet respects the origi-
nal. Their best work yet. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

About Face’s 
‘The Pride’ June 6
 About Face Theatre will kick off LGBTQ 
Pride Month with the Chicago premiere of 
the Olivier Award-winning drama The Pride 
by Alexi Kaye Campbell June 6-July 13 at 
Victory Gardens Richard Christiansen The-
ater, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.
 Artistic Director Bonnie Metzgar will di-
rect.
 “The Pride maps the progression of the 
gay-rights movement from the repres-
sion of the fifties to the freedom of today 
through the fate of two twisted love tri-

angles,” according to a press release.
 Tickets are $15 (students)-$30; visit www.
aboutfacetheatre.com or call 773-871-3000.
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By sCoTT C. moRGan
    
Chicago-area theaters are cooking up a variety of 
LGBTQ shows this summer, ranging from splashy 
musicals to low-key readings. Take in some the-
ater and show your cultural Pride side. All shows 
in Chicago unless otherwise noted.

new to Chicago
 The Bachelors, Pride Films and Plays at Stage 
773 on May 29, then at Mineral Point Opera 
House in Wisconsin on June 2. Continue with 
the creative process of this semifinalist from 
Pride Films and Plays’ Great Gay Screenplay 
Competition about two bachelors who help to 
create an artists colony in 1930s Mineral Point, 
Wisc.800-838-3006 or 608-987-3292 or www.
pridefilmsandplays.com
 seek and ye shall Find, Mortar Theater at 
Apollo Theater Studio, ongoing through June 8. 
Sentell Harper’s sharp and funny one-man show 
details his struggles of feeling part of the Black 
gay community. 773-935-6100 or www.mortar-
theatrecompany.org
 Lipstick Goes on Last, 3 Squares Productions 
and Richard Pryor Jr. at Den Theatre, ongoing 
through June 23. A comic drama involving an 
alcoholic former beauty queen, her cookie-ob-
sessed friend and lots of deceitful bisexual hus-
bands. www.lipstickgoesonlast.com.
 a Cole Porter songbook, Theo Ubique Cabaret 
Theatre at No Exit Cafe, May 31-July 21. Hear 
the brilliance of late gay composer/lyricist Cole 
Porter in this new Broadway revue performed in 
an intimate dinner-theater setting. 773-347-
1109 or theo-u.org

 

The Pride, About Face Theatre at Victory Gar-
dens Theater, June 6-July 13. Bonnie Metzgar 
steps down from her position as About Face 
Theatre artistic director by directing the Chicago 

premiere of Alexi Kaye Campbell’s acclaimed 
2008 drama. The Pride shows the struggles of 
both repression and freedom on British gay re-
lationships separated by a 50-year time span. 
773-871-3000 or www.aboutfacetheater.com.
 Jillian Erickson, Prop Thtr, June 7-29. Get 
a dose of expressive performance art when the 
co-producer/director of Beast Women performs a 
mix of music, belly dancing, sketch comedy and 
more. 800-838-3006 or www.brownpapertickets.
com
 Circus Circus, Den Theatre, June 7-16. This 
new drama shows what happens when a pot-
smoker gets imprisoned in a dark and dangerous 
prison. 800-838-3006 or www.brownpapertick-
ets.com
 Queer Queens of Qomedy, Mayne Stage, June 
14. Famed comedian Poppy Champlin recruits 
fellow lesbian funny women like Gwen LaRoka, 
Dana Austin and more for an evening of queer 
comedy. 773-381-4551 or www.maynestage.com
 kevin newhall, Davenport’s Piano Bar & Caba-
ret, June 15. Out songwriter and musician Kevin 
Newhall performs music from his latest CD, “If I 
Had My Way With Words,” for this intimate Pride 
Month concert. 773-278-1830 or www.daven-
portspianobar.com
 mahal, Bailiwick Chicago at Stage 773, July 
1-Aug. 11. Danny Bernardo’s new play deals with 
cultural identity, homophobia and more in this 
work showing how a diverse Fillippino-American 
family copes with the loss of their treasured ma-
triarch. 773-327-5252 or www.bailiwickchicago.
com.
 Let’s misbehave, Fox Valley Repertory, St. 
Charles, Aug. 29-Oct. 20. Another revue cel-
ebrating the music of gay composer/lyricist Cole 
Porter is in the cards this summer. 630-584-
6342 or www.foxvalleyrep.org

Return engagements and revivals
 What’s the T?, About Face Youth Theatre at 
Victory Gardens Theater, ongoing through June 
2. A return engagement of Sara Kerastas and 
the About Face Youth Theatre Ensemble’s comic 
drama exploring the struggles of diverse LGBTQ 
youth trying to find safe spaces and communi-
ty in Chicago’s Boystown neighborhood. www.
aboutfacetheatre.com
 kiss of the spiderwoman the musical, Bo-
hemian Theatre Ensemble at Theater Wit, May 
31-June 30. Kander and Ebb’s Tony Award-win-
ning 1993 musical is inspired by Manuel Puig’s 
Argentinian tale of a gay prisoner who dreams 
of movie musicals to help him and his fellow 
inmate endure their bleak situations. 773-975-
8150 or www.bohotheatre.com
 and the Winner Wasn’t iii, Pride Films and 
Plays at Sidetrack, June 4. A fundraising gala 
that features performers like Amy & Freddy, 
Scott Gryder and more performing songs from 
musicals that didn’t win the Tony Award for Best 
Original Score Written for the Theatre. 800-838-
3006 or www.pridefilmsandplays.com
 uncle Bob, Mary-Arrchie Theatre at Angel Is-
land Theatre, June 11-July 21. An AIDS patient 
is visited by his nephew and a slew of family 
tensions are brought to the fore in this 2001 
off-Broadway drama by Steppenwolf Theatre En-
semble Member Austin Pendleton. 773-871-0442 
or www.maryarrchie.com
 The Bear suit of Happiness, The New Colony 
at Theater on the Lake, June 12-16. A return of 
the World War II-set drama about soldiers who 
have been assigned to put together a comedy 
drag show to entertain the troops. 312-742-
7994 or www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
 The Little Dog Laughed, Kid Brooklyn Produc-
tions at Den Theatre, June 20-July 13. Douglas 
Carter Beane’s scathing comedy about a closeted 
Hollywood star who falls in love with a bisexual 
hustler, despite the protestations of his schem-
ing agent. www.kidbrooklynproductions.org
 southern Baptist sissies, Ludicrous Theatre 
at Greenhouse Theater, June 20-July 1. Del 
Shore’s beloved comic drama that shows how 
four different gay men react to growing up re-
ligiously in the South. 773-404-7336 or www.
ludicroustheatre.com
 Rent, Bright Side Theatre at North Central Col-
lege’s Meiley-Swallow Hall, Naperville, June 14-
30. Lesbian, gay and bisexual characters are in 

the mix of this Tony and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
rock opera about New York artists coping with 
AIDS in 1990s New York. 630-637-7469 or www.
brightsidetheatre.com
 Hedwig and the angry inch, Haven Theatre 
at Theater Wit, July 5-Aug. 11. A transgendered 
rock performer with a botched sex change op-
eration defiantly recounts her event-filled life 
from East Germany to America in John Cameron 
Mitchell’s acclaimed 1998 off-Broadway musical. 
773-975-8150 or www.haventheatrechicago.com
 The 25th annual Putnam County spelling 
Bee, Theatre at the Center, Munster, Ind. July 
11-Aug. 18. Out composer/lyricist William Finn 
(Falsettos) wrote the score to this acclaimed 
2005 musical about quirky kids in a high-stakes 
spelling bee. One of the kids has two gay dads. 
219-836-3255 or www.theatreatthecenter.com
 next Fall, Village Theatre Guild, Glen Ellyn, 
ongoing though June 15. If you missed Aston-
Rep’s recent production of Geoffrey Nauffts’ 2010 
Broadway drama involving faith and sexuality in 
a gay  relationship, here’s another chance to see 
it in the suburbs. 630-469-8320 or www.villag-
etheatreguild.org
 The Glass menagerie, Mary-Arrchie Theatre 
Company at Theater Wit, ongoing through June 
30. Director Hans Fleishmann’s re-imagining of 
this seminal drama by late gay playwright Ten-
nessee Williams is back for another acclaimed 
run. 773-975-8150 or www.maryarrchie.com

music makers
 it’s about Time, Windy City Performing Arts 
(Windy City Gay Chorus and Aria) at Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church, June 1. Songs capturing the 
spirit of love, romance and marriage from around 
the world are featured, including the world pre-
miere choral setting of the song “It’s About 
Time.” www.windycitysings.org.
 amazon Women Rise, Artemis Singers at 
Broadway United Methodist Church, June 1. A 
concert and dance to celebrate lesbian com-
munity and culture. 773-764-4465 or www.ar-
temissingers.org.
 Chicago Gay men’s Chorus 30th anniversary 
alumni Reunion, various locations, June 21-23 
and June 30. It’s a series of singing and min-
gling events for past and current choristers to 
participate in at the end of July. www.cgmc.org.
 isle of klezbos, Mayne Stage, July 21. This 
quirky all-women klezmer sextet perform folk 
dances, Yiddish swing and more in this special 
concert. 773-381-4551 or www.maynestage.com

SUMMER THEATER

A hot summer of
LGBTQ shows

Poppy Champlin will head Queer Queens of 
Qomedy June 14 at mayne stage.

‘And the Winner 
Wasn’t’June 4 
at Sidetrack
 The third edition of “And the Winner 
Wasn’t” will take place Tuesday, June 4, at 
the Boystown nightspot Sidetrack, 3349 N. 
Halsted St. Doors open at 6 p.m., with the 
program 7-8 p.m.
 The evening pays tribute to memorable 
Tony Award-nominated musicals that 
did not take home the coveted trophy. 
The scheduled performers include Amy & 
Freddy (Amy Armstrong and Freddy Allen), 
Scott Gryder, Paul Oakley Stovall, Danni 
Smith and Lili-Anne Brown, among others.
 Tickets are $20; visit http://www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/351228 or call 
800-838-3006.

http://www.outatwrigley.com
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By ViCki CRain

As the summer months finally reach the Windy 
City, the traditional dance season (late Sep-
tember through early June) ramps down. While 
the larger companies are on break (for the most 
part), there is an abundance of smaller, inde-
pendent companies and artists that continue to 
perform throughout the summer season. Look 
for tap, jazz, flamenco, Cuban, contemporary, 
dance theater and dance festivals in the coming 
months. 

June is busting out all over
 Hubbard street Dance Chicago lets its dancer 
create the dances for danc(e)volve: New Works 
Festival presented over two weekends at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago on the 
MCA Stage, 220 E. Chicago Ave., Thursday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, June 6, 8 and 9; as well as 
Thursday-Sunday, June 13-16. Performance 
times vary. Tickets are $35 (MCA Members $28, 
students $10); call 312-397-4010 or visit www.
mcachicago.org.
 Links Hall launches the Midwest Nexus Pro-
gram at the new Constellation venue (3111 N. 
Western Ave.) featuring Synapse Arts and Min-
nesota choreographer Penelope Feeh. Friday-
Sunday, June 7-9, at 7 p.m. Tickets are $12-$25; 
visit www.linkshall.org.
 The Dance Center of Columbia College brings 
back the Dance Improvisation Festival this 
month featuring workshops, showings, discus-
sions and performances. Performances include a 
community showing at Links Hall (3111 N. West-
ern Ave.) on Monday, June 3, at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $10-$15. Jennifer Monson performs her Live 
Dancing Archive at the Dance Center (1306 S. 
Michigan Ave.) on Thursday, June 6, at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $5-$15. For more information, call 
312-369-8330 or visit www.colum.edu/dance-
center.
 Celebrating 20 years of dance education, the 
Hyde Park school of Dance presents “En Avant,” 
featuring dancers and alumni from Tyego Dance 
Project, Memphis Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Joel Hall 
and Dancers and Deeply Rooted Dance Theater 
II at the Logan Arts Center, 915 E. 60th St on 
Friday, June 14, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, June 
15, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $35-$75; call 773-493-
8498 or visit www.hydeparkdance.org. There will 
be a post-show reception on Saturday, June 15. 
Ticket required.
 Get ready to punk out when Bonedanse 
presents “bully.punk.riot: a rebellion vent in-
spired by our collective herding tendencies” 
at Links Hall/Constellation, 3111 N. Western 
Ave., Thursdays-Sundays, June 20-30, at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $18-$20; visit www.ticketfly.com/
search/?q=BONEdanse. For more information, 
visit www.breakbone.com.
 Hedwig Dances and Danzabiera—the latter 
a special guest from Havana, Cuba—perform 
together for two nights at the Athenaeum The-
atre, 2936 N. Southport Ave., Friday-Saturday, 
Jun 21-22 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15-$30; call 
773-871-0872 or visit https://web.ovationtix.
com/trs/pr/921245.
 Ensemble Español presents “Flamenco Pas-
sion” as part of its 37th annual American Span-
ish Dance and Music Festival. The show features 
also celebrates the 20th anniversary of founder/
director Dame Libby Komaiko’s Bolero, plus three 
world premieres, a U.S. premiere and a first-time 
festival performance. Performances are Friday-
Saturday, June 21-22, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
June 23, at 3 p.m. at the North Shore Center for 
the Performing Arts in Skokie, 9501 Skokie Blvd. 
Tickets are $26-$46; call 847-673-6300 or visit 
www.northshorecenter.org.

Hot tickets for July
 The inception for Hubbard street’s danc(e)
volve performances starts with its annual In-
side/Out choreographic workshop. In its 12th 
year, they present two performance at the UIC 
Theatre, 1040 W.Harrison St., Saturday, July 6, 
at 5 and 8 p.m. Tickets are $35 for VIP and $20 
for general admission. Tickets will be available 
beginning Tuesday, June 4; call 312-850-9744 
or visit www.hubbardstreetdance.com.
 Pursuit Productions presents Blood Wedding, 
an adaptation of Federico Garcia Lorca’s poem 
at Studio Be, 3110 N. Sheffield Ave., Thursdays-
Sundays, July 18-Aug. 11 at 6 p.m. Tickets are 
$20; RSVP required. Visit www.pursuitproduc-
tions.co/events/blood-wedding-event.
 Chicago Human Rhythm Project presents 
JUBA! Masters of Tap and Percussive Dance as 
part of its annual Rhythm World tap conference. 
Performances are at the Edlis Neeson Theater at 
the Museum of Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago 
Ave., Wed., July 31-Friday, Aug. 1, and Saturday, 

Aug. 3, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25-$32; call 
312-397-4010 or visit www.mcachicago.org.

Festivals of dance in august
 Dance for Life—the annual dance perfor-
mance benefiting the AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago, The Dancers Fund and Chicago House—
takes the stage at the Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., this 
month. Companies scheduled to appear are Gior-
dano Dance Chicago, Hubbard Street Dance Chi-
cago, The Joffrey Ballet and River North Dance 
Chicago. The one-night-only show is Saturday, 
Aug. 17, at 8 p.m. The gala reception before 
will be at the Hilton Chicago at 5 p.m. Tickets 
are $50-$500; call 312-922-5812 or visit www.
danceforlifechicago.com.
 This will be the seventh year for the Chicago 
Dancing Festival presented at the Pritzker Pa-
vilion stage in Millennium Park. The all-free fest 
running Wed.-Saturday, Aug. 21-24, includes 
some of the best dance companies around. As of 
press time, this year’s line up of performers had 
not been released. For more information, visit 
www.chicagodancingfestival.com.

Big shows coming in september
 In late September, the fall dance season starts 
to sizzle with susan marshall & Co. leading off 
the 2013-2014 season at the Dance Center of 

Columbia College and the Joffrey Ballet’s Rus-
sian Masters program featuring the revival of 
Nijinsky’s Le Sacre du Printemps (The Rite of 
Spring) at the Auditorium Theatre.
 For future listings, send to vic@vickicrain.
com or andrew@windycitymediagroup.com.

SUMMER DANCE

Smaller companies
have larger presence
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“SEE THIS SHOW MORE THAN ONCE”
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- CHRIS JONES, CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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LGBT summer
movie preview
Summer is heating up, both on and off the 
screen, as Hollywood trots out its latest crop of 
action behemoths. As always, there’s plenty of 
queer tinged stuff tossed in for good measure—
as well a nice assortment of local screening 
events to keep avid filmgoers happy. Highlights:

June
i Do—I’m sneaking one May title in as this 

gay-themed dramedy, after making the film-
festival rounds, is only playing one theatrical 
date in Chicago on Friday, May 31, at the Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St. David W. Ross 
plays a British expat and a handsome gay twen-
tysomething bachelor who weds his widowed 
sister-in-law (The Sopranos’ Jamie Lynn Sigler) 
in a green-card marriage only to then find him-
self falling for a hot Spanish architect. www.sis-
kelfilmcenter.org May 31

Celebrating Diversity film series—Several 
branches of the Chicago Public Library team 
with the Queer Film Society to present three 
LGBT movies and one book reading/signing. How 
Do I Look, a 2006 indie about Harlem’s voguing 
scene; the 2012 lesbian coming-of-age romance 
Mosquita y Mari; and 2004’s On the Downlow, 
from local out filmmaker Tadeo Garcia, are the 
films. Queer Film Society member Rob Christo-
pher, author of Queue Tips: Discovering Your 
Next Great Movie, reads selections from his how-
to guide, and performance artist David Kodeski 
reads from his chapter on discovering homo-
eroticism in movies. All four events are free. 
Complete information (library branch location, 
time, etc.) is at www.queerfilmsociety.org. June 
4, 12, 18, 19

Joshua Tree, 1951: a Portrait of James 
Dean—Out director/writer Matthew Mishory’s 
lyrical, homoerotic ode to James Dean, gor-
geously shot in black and white (and sexy as 
hell), plays the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. 
State St., for three dates. Scrooge & Marley star 
David Pevsner plays Dean’s acting coach. www.
siskelfilmcenter.org June 7, 8, 11

Lesbiana, a Parallel Revolution—After a 
decade of programming the popular lesbian-
themed Dyke Delicious series at Chicago Film-
makers, Sharon Zurek of Black Cat Productions 
is moving on. Her tenure concludes with this 
Chicago premiere of Canadian filmmaker Myriam 
Fougere’s empowering documentary examination 
of the rise of worldwide rise of lesbian culture 
throughout the 1980s. A 6 p.m. social hour 
precedes the 7 p.m. screening at Chicago Film-
makers, 5243 N. Clark St., on Saturday, June 8. 
http://chicagofilmmakers.org/cf/genre/17

man of steel—The team that brought you 300 
and The Dark Knight combine efforts to offer a 
new, darker reboot of the Superman franchise, 
this time with super-hot Henry Cavill donning 
the blue cape and form-fitting uniform. Michael 
Shannon, Kevin Costner, Diane Lane, Amy Ad-
ams, gay audience fave Christopher Meloni and 
Laurence Fishburne round out the cast. June 14

World War z—Brad Pitt’s apocalypse-sized 
zombie epic is finally here after lots of reshoots 
and much studio executive hand wringing over 
the less than stellar test screenings. But if the 

trailer’s any indication, the wait has been worth 
it. Lost’s Matthew Fox co-stars. June 21

i’m so Excited—Spain’s queer auteur Pedro 
Almodovar returns to his blazing Technicolor 
comedic roots with a movie he has dubbed his 
gayest in years. Most of the action is set aboard 
a jet plane circling the runway in Mexico City in 
what looks to be a spoof of the Airport disas-
ter movies. Antonio Banderas and Penelope Cruz 
head the cast. Opens in NY/LA June 28 (Chicago 
dates TBD) 

White House Down—After falling on his arse 
going the literary route with the Shakespearian 
epic Anonymous, gay director Roland Emmerich 
(Godzilla, Independence Day, 2012) thankfully 
returns to the mega-sized safety of his block-
buster, disaster roots. When bad guys attempt 
to break into the White House and kidnap the 
president (Jamie Foxx), it’s up to muscle-bound 
Channing Tatum, as his bodyguard, to kick butt. 
June 28

notable DVD releases—Cleopatra (50th an-
niversary limited edition), Beautiful Creatures, 
Identity Thief, Stoker, Oz: The Great & Powerful

July
The Lone Ranger—Armie Hammer (Hoover’s 

reputed gay lover, Clyde Tolson, in J. Edgar) 
stars as the masked Wild West hero in a rare at-
tempt to build a western movie action franchise. 
Gay audience fave Johnny Depp plays his Indian 
sidekick Tonto. July 3

Twenty Feet from stardom—This inspira-
tional, rousing documentary looks at the stel-
lar voices of the women who for decades have 
vocally supported superstars like Bette Midler, 
Mick Jagger, Sheryl Crow (who all appear) and 
others. July 5

Girl most Likely—Kristen Wiig plays another 
a lovable loser in this promising comedy about 
a failed playwright forced to move back in with 
her mother (Annette Bening) in suburban New 
Jersey, only to find ma has a new boyfriend 
(Matt Dillon) and that someone is sleeping in 
her old bedroom (Glee’s Darren Criss). July 19

The Wolverine—Hot off his successful turn 
in the movie version of the megamusical Les 
Miserables, Hugh Jackman returns to his sig-
nature role as the X-Man with the retractable 
steel blades and a propensity for walking around 
shirtless. This time Logan heads to Japan for, 
no doubt, plenty of chop-socky action. July 26

notable DVD releases—In the Family (at 
last!), The Curtis Harrington Short Film Collec-
tion, Jeffrey, White Frog, Cloudburst

august
300: Rise of an Empire—A prequel to the 

movie that made the use of green screen—not 
to mention Gerard Butler and his pecs—bona 
fide stars. Plenty more graphic warefare among 
those hot Greeks is promised and Rodrigo San-
toro returns as the super queer-friendly bad guy, 
the bejeweled Xerxes. Aug. 2

Lovelace—Amanda Seyfried stars in a biopic 

of Deep Throat ‘70s porn star Linda Lovelace. 
Peter Sarsgaard plays her Svengali Chuck Trainer 
and James Franco appears in a cameo role as 
Hugh Hefner. Co-directed by queer documentary 
filmmakers Jeffrey Friedman and Rob Epstein, 
this is the follow up their narrative feature de-
but Howl. Opens in NY/LA August 9 (Chicago 
dates TBD)

Elysium—Director Neil Blomkamp’s long away 
follow-up to his breakout hit, 2009’s District 
Nine, this epic sized sci-fi actionfest pits poor 
vs. rich (ain’t it always the way?) in a futuris-
tic thriller that finds the wealthy ensconced in 

a luxurious space station circling a decimated 
earth. But not for long, of course. Matt Damon, 
Sharlto Copley, Alice Braga and Our Gal Jodie 
Foster (as the corporate baddie) co-star. Aug. 9

The Butler—Oprah Winfrey returns to the 
movies after a long hiatus as the tart tongued 
wife of Cecil Gains (Forest Whitaker), the man 
who served eight Presidents from 1952 to 1986. 
Gay director-writer Lee Daniels follows-up his 
wildly divisive exploitation picture The Paperboy 
(which I dug) with this much safer bet come 
awards time. A virtual Hollywood Who’s Who play 
the Presidents and their First Ladies—including 
Melissa Leo as Mamie Eisenhower and Jane Fon-
da as Nancy Reagan. Aug. 16

notable DVD Releases—I Killed My Mother 
(at last!), Seconds (Criterion Collection Special 
Edition)

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

By 
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By RiCHaRD kniGHT JR.

The late bisexual singer/songwriter Laura 
Nyro is at last starting to get her due over 
15 years after her untimely death in 1997. 
Nyro, the most idiosyncratic of the crop of 
singer/songwriters to burst onto the scene 
in the late ‘60s (personally and artistically), 
was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame last year; a documentary on her life and 
career is finally underway; and her intricate 
songs—hybrids of Broadway, rock, soul, doo-
wop and jazz—are once again increasingly 
being recorded by an array of performers.

Mark Winkler, the out singer/songwriter 
whose silky smooth jazz baritone has graced 
a myriad of interesting albums, has now 

turned his lifelong passion for Nyro’s songs 
into a scintillating jazz-infused recording—
dubbed The Laura Nyro Project—that is both 
a worthy tribute to the eclectic Nyro and a 
lovely showcase for Winkler’s incomparable 
vocal stylings. Working with pianist-arranger 
Eli Brueggemann on the majority of the selec-
tions and Rich Eames on the balance, Win-
kler, expertly backed by these pianists and a 
bevy of jazz sidemen, weaves a contemporary 
cocktail-lounge sound—with some softly 
driving funk here, some light gospel there—
that envelops the listener in its warm, play-
ful embrace. The ballads especially are served 
well by the tasteful yet creative arrangements 
over which Winkler’s emotive voice soars. 
(“Billy’s Blues” is a highlight.)

The line-up includes several of Nyro’s most 
renowned compositions—
“And When I Die,” “Stoned 
Soul Picnic,” “Time & Love” 
and “Save the Country” 
among them. But Winkler 
and crew reimagine these 
chestnuts in new, vibrant 
ways that are very refresh-
ing. (The upbeat “Time & 
Love,” made famous by 
Barbra Streisand’s cover, for 
example, is reinterpreted 
as a wistful ballad.) Win-
kler also successfully puts 
his unique stamp on sev-
eral of Nyro’s lesser known 
songs—“Upstairs By a Chi-
nese Lamp,” “Emmie” and 
“Buy And Sell”—whose 
inclusion, for this longtime 
Nyrotic, is a decided plus.

See www.markwinklermu-
sic.com.

CD REVIEW

Looking at Mark Winkler’s 
‘The Laura Nyro Project’

i Do (above); oz: The Great & Powerful, which stars michelle Williams, will be out on DVD (right)
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By RiCHaRD kniGHT JR.

Not long after openly gay Wolfgang Busch ar-
rived in New York City from his native Germany 
in the mid 80s he found himself working as a 
party promoter for the nightclub Limelight. 

Eventually, he became aware of Harlem’s 
house-ballroom scene, immortalized in the 
Jennie Livingston’s 1991 documentary Paris Is 
Burning. According to Busch, even as Livings-
ton’s film was released and being hailed by the 
mainstream (and co-opted by artists like Ma-
donna), many in the ball community—largely 
composed of gay African-Americans and Lati-
nos—were incensed at being misled about the 
original intention for the film. Financial issues 
were at the core of the complaints. 

Busch, who had made music videos, agreed 
to make a new documentary on the subject at 
the behest of the community’s leaders. He sub-

sequently spent more than 15 years videotaping 
the balls, becoming friendly with its superstars 
and finally releasing his effort, entitled How Do 
I Look, in 2006. The goal of the film, Busch says, 
was and is to provide the public with a deeper 
look at the ball culture and its colorful inhab-
itants while emphasizing the prevalent issue 
of HIV/AIDS which still continues to decimate 
that community. Busch, who lectures around the 
world, will be in town Tuesday, June 4, for a 
one-night-only free screening of How Do I Look 
at the Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S. 
State St., at 6 p.m. as part of the Queer Film 
Society and Chicago Public Library’s Celebrating 
Diversity pride month series.

Windy City Times: What a fascinating mov-
ie—there are so many things that culturally 
collide in the ball culture, i think. and what a 
huge commitment from yourself to this proj-
ect—15 years! 

Wolfgang Busch: I just felt it was really impor-
tant to document properly—with the coopera-
tion of the individuals involved—the scene and 
the issues that are important to them. I made 
it clear I wanted everyone’s input and I got it. 
The motivation was to make a historically cor-
rect film. The idea was also to maybe empower 
the community financially. The film hasn’t made 
money yet—but it might—but it might still. If 
the film makes money it will be divided by the 
community.

WCT: Was there also an interest in having 
you do something like a sequel to Paris is 
Burning?

WB: They use the word “balance.” There are 
elements in Paris Is Burning that are definitely 
correct but they felt that they were also being 
portrayed as a bunch of thieves, prostitutes and 
drug users—not to say that these are not ele-
ments in the community but a) these elements 
are in every community and b) it’s how you pres-
ent it. It just wasn’t well-presented.

WCT: so the main thrust of the film is to ad-
dress these issues but also to illuminate; give 
us more of the ball scene as well—at least 
that’s what i got from the film.

WB: Oh, yes.
WCT: after seeing Paris is Burning, it is nice 

to see what many of these individuals were 
up to in the years after that movie. it’s great 
to see Willi ninja and octavia and Pepper 
LaBeja—who have all since passed.

WB: So many have passed away.
WCT: Does this all have something to do 

with HiV/aiDs?
WB: Yes. Pepper passed away from diabetes 

but everyone else from HIV related illnesses. It’s 
really decimated the community. This group has 
lost their entire leadership; the entire organiz-
ing body of their community and no one knows 
how horribly this has affected this group.

WCT: after the film came how, it was shown 
in new york, obviously, and i’m assuming in 
other parts of the country. and you now take 
the film out and lecture on it as well—which 
brings you to Chicago next week.

WB: Yes. The film has been shown in Amster-
dam, Berlin, Greece, Australia, England—it went 
around the world. As a result of the film, I’ve 
been invited to several universities including 
Yale. I lecture on the issues the film addresses. 
After spending 15 years of making the film I’ve 
become an expert on the history of ball culture. 
While everyone was getting ready for their vari-
ous categories, I was talking to the historians 
of the scene! [Laughs] That was my interest to 
begin with.

WCT: Was part of the initial attraction to 
this cultural underground scene because you 
yourself came to a country and felt a bit dis-
enfranchised?

WB: That was definitely one of several attrac-
tions. When I learned about the inclusiveness 
within the ball community because you can 
go to a ball and see a category that includes 
prostitutes and celebrities on a panel; I mean 
the range of diversity of what we call classes 
of society, there is really no exclusiveness to be 
found there. I have worked with several other 
aspects of the gay community—sports or the 
arts or whatever—and I’ve always experienced 
some sort of cliqueishness and that does exist 
within the ball community but there is still an 
inclusiveness that I don’t see anywhere else. 

To me, this is something that I personally 
learned about how to have a lot more tolerance 
and acceptance among the people I’m involved 
with—including my own family. That to me is 
the best thing the ballroom community, on a 
human level, has to offer to me. They might 
rip each other’s hearts out one minute but 
two weeks later there they are breaking bread 
together again. That human process is really 
something—it took me a while to understand 
but it’s really made an impact on me.

WCT: Do you still go to the balls?
WB: I do. I’ve just been invited to judge a 

ball again. I will always happily return to the 
ball scene.

 http://www.howdoilooknyc.org/

SUMMER MOVIES

‘How Do I Look’
filmmaker Busch 
talks ball culture

Wolfgang Busch. Photo by marshala

Essex singer Alison Moyet has always had a 
memorable androgynous contralto voice. She 
burst into the ‘80s in the group Yazoo, also 
known as Yaz, where she teamed up with former 
Depeche Mode member Vince Clarke. The duo 
created hits together such as “Only You,” “Don’t 
Go” and “Situation.”

Clarke moved on to another duo, forming Era-
sure, while Moyet became a solo act. Her debut 
solo album, Alf, was a hit, reaching number one 
on the charts. 

This year she returns with a new record en-
titled the minutes. This makes her eighth album 
to date and a return to her roots in electronic 
music. 

We spoke about touring, the creation of the 
new music, and her loyal gay fans over the years. 

Windy City Times: Hi, alison. How are you 
today?

Alison Moyet: Excellent, I’m just having some 
tea here. 

WCT: What kind of tea do you drink?
AM: English breakfast tea. 
WCT: Let’s start talking about music. The 

new album the minutes is in lower case. What 
was the reason behind that?

AM: The whole premise of using the words 
the minutes is getting to that place in your life 
where you were led to believe all of your life to 
be aiming for this seamless stream of joy that 
will go through your loves and everything but 
in failing to get that you have been cheated in 
some way. That someone else is doing it per-
fectly well but you are not able to achieve it. I 
think you get to a point of understanding. I cer-
tainly did, where it was never about this whole 
continuum. It was about these sporadic points 
in time, these little gems that are suspended in 
pedestrian years.

The reason I put them in lower case is because 
to put them in upper case infers that there is 
just one set of minutes, almost like a romantic 
statement where in truth these minutes happen 
throughout your life and can relate to every-
thing and anything. 

WCT: speaking of gems, there are some 

on the album. it starts off very atmospheric 
sounding then moves into songs that people 
will listen to for a long time. 

AM: I am actually delighted about that be-
cause for me the great joy in working with elec-
tronica again is it allows you to use a wide pal-
let. People have related this back to my Yaz work 
and I would say the only connection to that 
truly is the fact that we used electronic acoustic 
instruments. Back then the music was sourced 
from many varied areas. It was the production 
values that held it together. I think that is what 
I have been allowed to do with this album. It is 
what I have wanted to do. 

I am constantly like a kid in a candy store 
that is chewing one finger and looking what to 
put in her mouth next. It is that kind of thing. I 
always feel quite cheated. I have the old ADHD 
thing going on. I get bored very quickly and like 
to be looking at different things. I looked for a 
way to put the whole thing together so it was a 
continual album. 

Am I running on too much?
WCT: no, not at all. 
AM: So many pop albums are made with huge 

songwriting teams that don’t want to commit to 
making an album they just want to write a hit 
song. They get a collection of singles. Someone 
at my age has no interest in singles at all. I 
wanted to make a body of work that was con-
ceptual in itself. 

WCT: someone like Beyonce sometimes has 
10 writers on a song. Freddy mercury never 
did that back in the day. 

AM: Exactly—and where is that coming from? 
I don’t know why they need a team of people to 
correct something. I don’t understand what that 
is and why you write a song with 10 people. 

My area of control on this album is pretty 
much the lyrics and the melody. Debating that 
with 10 people is too tedious to imagine. 

WCT: any plans to tour with the album to 
Chicago?

AM: I am touring in the autumn. My manage-
ment is going over European and North Ameri-
can tours as we speak so I am really hoping that 
it will be a big yes.

I have a lot of family in Chicago both from my 
French and my English side. The French live in 
Kalamazoo and the English side lives in Skokie. 
Chicago is a big place for me!

WCT: it must feel amazing to be making 
music 30 years later.

AM: It is amazing because you can actually 
start to enjoy it. It is nice to be famous but still 
have a normal life. I am a musician, as opposed 
to a pop star, and I love that.

Visit alisonmoyet.com to keep up with the 
tour and new music. Read the entire interview 
online at www.WindyCitymediaGroup.com.

alison moyet. Photo by Tom martin

MUSIC 

The return of
Alison Moyet
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By CHRis azzoPaRDi

Dixie Chicks singer talks 
lesbian hair, Rachel Maddow 
crush and ‘fake’ country music

To quote a Dixie Chicks song, fearless frontwom-
an Natalie Maines has “been a longtime gone.”

Seven years after one of the most successful 
country music acts released Taking the Long 
Way, and its unapologetic single “Not Ready to 
Make Nice” in response to the singer’s political 
dig at then-President George W. Bush, Maines 
goes her own way for her first-ever solo album, 
Mother. Parting with longstanding bandmates 
Emily Robison and Martie Maguire for the album 
(don’t worry, she says there’s a “50/50” chance 
for a reunion LP), it’s also decidedly not country.

In our recent chat, Maines revealed why she 

went rock (country “seemed so fake”), how be-
ing disowned—and her new short hair—made 
her feel closer to the gay community and wheth-
er now, a decade after her Bush outburst, she’s 
ready to make nice.

Windy City Times: you’re sporting that pun-
kish ’do; before, with the Dixie Chicks, it was 
the long, blond locks.

Natalie Maines: I know. Well, with the Chicks, 
I definitely felt like I was playing dress up a 
bit—but I liked it!

WCT: are you conscious of your look and 
how it represents the music?

With two kids, there’s not enough time in the 
day to spend on what I look like; this is a much 
easier look. And it fits my personality more. I 
had short hair growing up, and it always felt 
right for me.

WCT: Has the short hair scored you more 
lesbian cred?

NM: [Laughs] I barely leave my house. So 
maybe. But the lesbians liked me already! Yeah, 
this is definitely a lesbianish haircut I’ve got go-
ing on. I don’t mind. I love Rachel Maddow. She 

would be my lesbian girl crush.
WCT: Why Rachel?
She’s hot! And she’s smart and beautiful … 

and I like her hair.
WCT: i could see it working out between you 

two. 
Yeah, I think that would work. I don’t know 

if my husband or her girlfriend would think so. 
[Laughs]

WCT: you’ve always had a really loyal gay 
fan base, even before you publicly chastised 
George W. Bush. How do you explain your con-
nection with gay fans?

We had some very costume-y, over-the-top 
looks that the gays do appreciate. Laughs] But 
after the controversy, I feel like there was even 
more of a connection, and that’s just because we 
both know how it feels to be hated just for who 
we are—not for doing anything, bothering any-
one, murdering anyone or being arrested. Just 

for being us. Apparently, that’s not good in some 
people’s eyes. But also, too, to just continue be-
ing and let other people get used to it—learn-
ing to be OK with yourself and just putting it 
out there, and people can either like you or not, 
but it’s really on them.

WCT: Were you noticing more support from 
the gay community at shows after the inci-
dent?

Yeah. And we would get lots of emails, and a 
lot of the community would come right up and 
say, “I love that you did this. I didn’t listen to 
your music before, but after this, I went and 
bought every record.” However it was that they 
showed their support, I definitely felt it.

WCT: During the time country radio black-
listed the Dixie Chicks and country stars 
stopped supporting you, what was it like for 
you behind the scenes?

At the time, I was just in fight mode and feel-
ing defiant and ready to take on everything and 
everybody. Actually, at the time, we were get-
ting such overwhelming support and letters from 
people in the industry—actors and all sorts of 

people—and that was all really positive. I was 
always able to separate business from person-
al—and my friends weren’t fellow country art-
ists, so I really didn’t care about that. What I 
cared about was being banned at a corporate 
level; it felt very un-American and very not OK 
to me, so that was my issue. And that is my is-
sue with country music.

I don’t have an issue with country music fans. 
I don’t have an issue with country music artists. 
I was very honest about my influences and the 
kind of music I came from—and country was not 
it. I say that now and people think, “Ooh, she’s 
mad at country,” and I never listened to country. 
I would say that if ever asked, but I was never 
asked as much as I am now. But … I can’t re-
member what I was talking about. [Laughs]

WCT: you were talking about not being fond 
of the country-music industry.

Oh, you asked if I felt let down. I mean, it 
did suck to see all these radio stations cave so 
quickly to emails and phone calls they were get-
ting and feed the controversy, which was so re-
ally nothing and ridiculous. That did feel like 
a stabbing in the back, just because I felt like 
we waved that country flag and we had country 
pride for all those years. But everyone jumped 
on board. We were fun to hate.

WCT: That’s because you were ahead of your 
time.

Exactly. Always have been.
WCT: When hardly anyone in country music 

was speaking out about equal rights and gay 
marriage, you were.

Well, that’s why I was so shocked that peo-
ple were so shocked that I was a Democrat and 
wasn’t for the war! I mean, I did not ever feel 
like I was hiding something. To be in country 
music, I felt like we were accepted because of 
our differences, really, and we went beyond your 
typical country fan base, and I feel like it was 
because we were different. It was a real surprise 
to me that people thought I was something that 
I wasn’t. I felt disappointed in myself! How 
could I let anyone think anything else?! Laughs] 
But we did always answer questions if we were 
asked them, and I always supported women’s 
rights and gay marriage and everything. 

WCT: Why do you think more country mu-
sic artists haven’t taken that step in publicly 
supporting equal rights—even though some 
of them might?

Well, they weren’t speaking out about it be-
fore, either. But I’m sure some do. How I always 
viewed country music growing up—why I didn’t 
really relate to it or why I wasn’t drawn to it—
was because, to me, it seemed so fake. Everyone 
was putting on these fake smiles, nobody had 
any anger and they were all just happy to be 
there. I just did not relate to that. Shoot. What 
was your question again? I get so on a soapbox! 
[Laughs]

WCT: about the lack of country artists advo-
cating for equal rights.

I just think that’s the nature of country mu-
sic. I don’t know. I just don’t feel like they ever 
have. I have to think that Faith Hill has an-
swered that question, honestly, and that she’s 
for gay marriage. I don’t know that she is, but 
I’ve spoken to her some and I know that she’s 
a pretty liberal person. I don’t keep up with her 
press so I don’t want to assume these people 
haven’t spoken out.

WCT: Will there ever be another Dixie Chicks 
album?

I don’t know. It’s possible. I’d say 50/50. 
[Laughs] I try to not predict the future or proj-
ect; I just really try to live in the now, so I’m 
open to it. I have no ill feelings about the Dixie 
Chicks. I think right now, it’s logistics. There are 
eight kids among the three of us and, for me, 
making an album takes a lot of focus and a lot 
of concentration and a lot of time, and I’m not 
willing to go to Texas to do that. I wouldn’t ex-
pect Martie and Emily to leave their families and 

come here to do that, either. I just think it’s 
really hard right now.

WCT: With the Dixie Chicks, you covered 
several Patty Griffin songs, and mother fea-
tures Griffin’s song “silver Bell.” What is it 
about Patty and her songwriting that reso-
nates with you so much? The darkness? The 
realness?

It’s all of that. I’m bad putting into words 
things like that, but I love her songwriting. And 
I hate her because, not only has she written a 
million songs that are out there, she’s got all 
these songs that we’ve never even heard. It’s so 
hard to write a song for me! And I’m so jealous 
that she has, like, back stock.

WCT: Why was the seven years between Tak-
ing the Long Way and this new solo album a 
necessary break for you?

Basically because kids take a lot of time. 
[Laughs] I just decided to dive into motherhood 
and do that 100 percent—just try to enjoy this 
time and my life and my kids’ lives and be, you 
know, a stable force in their lives.

I definitely felt like I had worked really hard 
and been on the road for over 10 years, so I did 
want to slow down and just get real for a while. 
So there was a lot of self-realization and a lot of 
things that went on, but yeah, I needed a long 
while to just … be.

WCT: Why was the distinction between this 
album and your work with the Dixie Chicks 
important to you?

It’s just bugged me whenever I would see lead 
singers do a solo album that sounded exactly 
like their band. It always seemed to be a way 
to get all the money for yourself. [Laughs] So I 
did want to be different. But I didn’t have to be 
conscious of that; this is just what I’m naturally 
drawn to.

When we went into the studio, we didn’t even 
know we were making a record. I was very up-
front about that with Ben [Harper’s] band, just 
because they were basically coming [to the stu-
dio] for free every day; they enjoyed music and 
they wanted to experiment and see what hap-
pens—but I wasn’t telling my management or 
my label, so there was no money coming from 
anywhere.

It was really like a band starting from scratch, 
everybody putting in the same amount of time 
and hard work … and they got paid eventually. 
[Laughs] There just wasn’t a discussion; it was 
just very organic in what naturally comes to me 
musically or appeals to me.

WCT: are you ready to make nice yet?
I don’t sit around stewing over it or thinking 

about it at all, but if making nice means making 
a country record and going back to that, then 
no, I’m not ready.

WCT: Has there been a peace agreement be-
tween you and Toby keith?

Sure, I’ve got no issues. I don’t even think 
about any of these people. [Laughs] I wouldn’t 
have even thought of Toby Keith if he hadn’t put 
out a picture of me and Saddam Hussein cud-
dling.

WCT: He could’ve at least had you cuddling 
with Rachel maddow. Gosh.

NM: [Laughs] Exactly! 
Chris azzopardi is the editor of Q syndicate, 

the international LGBT wire service. Visit 
www.chris-azzopardi.com.

SUMMER MUSIC

Natalie Maines gets real

natalie maines. PR photo
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NBC’s The Voice distinguished itself from Ameri-
can Idol by having openly gay contestants. Prior 
to the competition, some of the hopefuls have 
released albums and appeared on other similar 
programs. One of the standouts from the first 
season of The Voice is Vicci martinez. 

The out lesbian from Tacoma, Wash., released 
the album Vicci on Universal Republic. The set 
opens with a welcoming message in “Come 

Along.” This duet with her mentor Cee-Lo Green 
boasts a video worthy of the “It Gets Better” 
campaign. The same positive vibe appears on 
the radio-ready tracks “Touch That Fire” and 
“Little Faith.” Martinez shines on the killer rock 
song “I Can Love,” which reminds us what made 
her stand out on The Voice. The album is round-
ed out with the playfully sexy “I Want Your Kiss” 
plus the more introspective moments “Hold Me 
Darlin’” and “Let Go.” Although she already re-
leased multiple albums, Vicci serves as a great 
introduction to a broader audience. Martinez will 
perform at Summerfest in Milwaukee on Thurs-
day, July 4. 

nicky Click makes a long overdue return with 
Metaphorically, of Course on her label, Crunks 
Not Dead Records, with her dazzling signature 
wigs, lingerie and garter belts in tow. Keeping 
in tune with her prior works, Click oozes sex ap-
peal on the bouncy electro-dance cuts “Booty,” 
“Move It Around” and “Dirty and Filthy.” “Dear 
Diary” is insightful spoken-wordcut that recalls 
the ad lib from Deee-Lite’s “Call Me.” 

This comeback outing has a few rewarding 
surprises too. Click delivers a fun reworking of 
Rocky Horror Picture Show’s “Creatures of the 
Night” and the Erasure hit “Love 2 H8 U.” It has 
been five years between albums, now Click relies 
less on beats and breaks character by heading 
into country territory, most notably with the 
stunning, intimate number “Easy Way Down.” 

Metaphorically, of Course is available digitally. 

Select tracks from Click’s 
catalog like “Two Femme 
Girls” and the interview 
“Dykes on Mykes Radio Fea-
ture” can be downloaded 
for free at www.nickyclick.
com. The openly queer DIY 
artist will be taking to the 
stage at Toronto Pride and 
Montreal Pride this sum-
mer. 

In the year that she 
would have turned 70, 
Ladies of the Canyon Pres-
ents pays tribute to Janis 
Joplin on Thursday, May 
30 at Fitzgerald’s, 6615 
Roosevelt Rd., Berwyn. 
This collective of talented 
Chicago-based musicians 
proved they can rock when 
they previously celebrated 

female icons like Blondie, Heart and Pat Benatar. 
For tickets, visit www.fitzgeraldsnightclub.com.

Legacy Recordings released two special collec-
tions of the influential psychedelic-blues siren’s 
works. Live at the Carousel Ballroom 1968 by 
Big Brother & the Holding Company featuring 
Janis Joplin contains the staples “Summertime,” 
“Piece of My Heart” and “Coo Coo.” The posthu-
mous album Pearl was reissued as a double-disc 
set with demos and alternate takes of classics 
like “Cry Baby,” “Woman Left Lonely” and the 
chart-topper “Me and Bobby McGee.”

Baz Luhrmann directs The Great Gatsby in an 
over-the-top fashion, just as his did with Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s Romeo + Juliet. Both films 
serve as extended commercials for the compan-
ion soundtracks, yet leave me reaching for the 
previous adaptations that were more loyal to 
what I read in high school. 

The soundtrack to Great Gatsby follows the 
same model as the director’s previous remake. 
The film’s sense of extravagance is captured by 
having music royalty Jay-Z performing “100$ 
Bill” and Beyonce taking a stab at Amy Wine-
house’s best track “Back to Black.” For the live-
lier moments, willi.i.am continues to success-
fully reduce dance music to the lowest common 
denominator with “Bang Bang.” On “A Little 
Party Never Killed Nobody (All We Got),” Fergie 
is joined by Q-Tip and Goonrock to follow the 
same pattern as her solo material by sampling 
and referencing classics with catchy hooks and 
big vocals. Surely, Florence and the Machine’s 
“Over the Love” mindlessly will be pegged as 
amazing, simply because she oversings and slurs 
her words, as Winehouse did. 

The Great Gatsby soundtrack does have strong 
points, like Lana Del Rey’s well-written slow 
burner “Young and Beautiful” and the new ar-
rangement of “Love Is the Drug” by Bryan Ferry 
with the Bryan Ferry Orchestra. Nero sheds its 
dubstep sound for the impressive drum ‘n’ bass 
number “Into the Past.” The set closes on a high 
note with Sia’s James Bond-inspired power bal-
lad “Kill and Run.”

Acclaimed DJ and producer Peter Rauhofer 
lost his battle to cancer. The Vienna-born tal-
ent remixed the works of many, including Cher’s 
“Believe,” Mariah Carey’s “We Belong Together” 
and Adele’s “Skyfall.” He also provided one of 
Madonna’s best remixes with his magical tweak-
ing of “Nothing Really Matters.” In the late ‘90s, 
his remixes were unavoidable. Yet, what he did 
with Depeche Mode’s “It’s No Good” felt like the 
same beat was on an endless loop, leaving me 
wanting something better. 

Rauhofer also fronted his own projects. Club 
69 delivered sassy pop songs with a driving beat 
like “Let Me Be Your Underwear” and “Diva.” 
Chicago’s very own Suzanne Palmer provided her 
powerful vocals to Club 69’s hits “Much Better” 
and “Muscles.” “Walk” by Size Queen captured 
the tribal sound that Rauhofer was known for 
spinning during his residency at New York’s 
Roxy. His pairing with Pet Shop Boys produced 
a tremendous spin on the club classic “Break 4 
Love.” 

The out artist opened up about being diag-
nosed with a brain tumor less than a month be-
fore his passing.

Sidebar
noteworthy new releases:

Alison Moyet: Minutes 
Bitch: In Us We Trust 
John Grant: Pale Green Ghosts 
Kelly Rowland: Talk a Good Game 
Music from the Original HBO Film: Behind the 

Candelabra 
Natalie Maines: Mother 
Original Cast Recording: Kinky Boots 
Pet Shop Boys: Electric 
R.E.M.: Green 25th Anniversary Edition 
Sigur Ros: Kveikur 
Susan Werner: Hayseed 
Tylan: One True Thing 

upcoming concerts:
Ladies of the Canyon Presents the Music of Ja-

nis Joplin on Thursday, May 30, at Fitzgerald’s 
Darren Criss on Saturday, June 8, at House of 

Blues

Joan Baez and Indigo Girls on Sunday, June 
9, at Ravinia 

Glen Hansard and Lisa Hannigan on Sunday, 
June 9, at The Metro

Jewel on Sunday, June 16, at Ravinia 
John Reilly with Becky Stark, Tom Brosseau 

and Andru Bemis on Saturday, June 22, at Old 
Town School of Folk Music 

Sharon Jones and the Dap-Kings on Tuesday, 
June 25, at Ravinia 

John Grant on Thursday, June 27, at Schuba’s 
Melissa Etheridge with Joan Osborne, Paula 

Cole and Jessie Payo on Saturday, June 29, at 
Ravinia 

Yeah Yeah Yeahs with Bush and Awolnation on 
Saturday, June 29, at First Midwest Bank Am-
phitheatre

Susan Werner’s Hayseed Project on Friday, July 
5, at City Winery Chicago

8PM
14
JUNE

ueer

ofUEENSUEENS
IF YOU WANT TO SPEND 

THE NIGHT LAUGHING THEN
COME SPEND THE NIGHT
WITH THE 3 REIGNING....

with
Poppy Champlin
Gwen LaRoka
Dana Austin

730PM
21
JULY

7 & 930PM
16
AUG.

ISLE OF KLEZBOSISLE OF KLEZBOS
"Talent as strong as their name is provocative" - 

COURIER NEWS

America’s Next Top
Bachelor Housewife Celebrity

Hoarder Makeover Star
Gone Wild!

POP
MAKING
SENSE

By DaViD ByRnE 
WiTH Tony PEREGRin

Vicci martinez. 

Artemis Singers to
present ‘Amazon’ 
June 1 

The local lesbian feminist chorus Artemis 
Singers will present “Amazon Women Rise,” a 
Pride concert and dance, at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, June 1, at Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 N. Broadway.

The chorus will perform lesbian parodies of 
two well-known songs. “Favorite Dyke Things” 
is a twist to “My Favorite Things” from “The 
Sound of Music.” The song, “I Enjoy Being a 
Dyke” is a take-off on “I Enjoy Being a Girl” 
from the Broadway musical Flower Drum Song.

There are suggested donations of $15 in ad-
vance and $20 at the door for adults as well 
as $10 for seniors (65+) and children age 12 
and youngers; see www.ArtemisSingers.org or 
call 773-764-4465.

Matthew Morrison
in PBS special

In an upcoming PBS special, Matthew Mor-
rison—who plays Mr. Scheuster on TV’s Glee 
and is an accomplished singer—is the subject 
of Where It All Began: Live from the Bushnell, 
which shows him live in concert at the Con-
necticut venue, according to a press release. 

Where It All Began is first release from 222 
Records, the newly formed label from Adam 
Levine, Maroon 5 frontman and vocal coach 
on The Voice. Morrison’s special will premiere 
June 1.
 Among the songs Morrison performs are 
“Send in the Clowns,” “Younger than Spring-
time” and “Singing in the Rain.”

http://www.maynestage.com
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A new International Mr. Leather is chosen

Chicago was the center of the gay universe this past weekend, playing host to International Mr. Leather XXX5, in addition to Bear Pride 19 and The Grabbys. Windy City Times was there. Look for many more 
photos from all these events online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com and in this week’s issue of Nightspots.

International Mr. Leather XXX5 takes over the Windy City

andy Cross (mr. san Francisco Leather 2013; far right) was chosen as the new international mr. Leather on sunday, may 26, at the Harris 
Theater, 205 E. Randolph. First runner-up Thib Guicherd-Callin (mr. santa Clara County Leather 2012) and second runner-up Robert miller 
(mr. Leatherman Toronto 2013) shared the spotlight at the contest, now in its 35th year. “oil Tan sam” sklover took the title of interna-
tional mr. Bootblack 2013 and the Windy City’s own mr. Chicago Leather 2013 nick zuko (second from left) placed ninth in the final tally. 
Photos by Verdell shannon

images from the official international mr. Leather XXX5 Victory Party, sunday, may 27, at House 
of Blues. above, left to right: First runner-up Thib Guicherd-Callin, international mr. Leather 
2013 andy Cross; second runner-up Robert miller; international mr. Bootblack 2013 “oil Tan 
sam” sklover. Photos by anthony meade

Celebration at the IML XXX5 Victory Party

Browsing the Leather Market
Vendors hawked their wares (and underwears) at the imL Leather market in the 5th and 7th 
floor ballrooms of the marriott Downtown magnificent mile, 540 n. michigan ave. Photos by 
Jerry nunn

Check out
www.youtube.com/windycitytimes
for IML XXX5 videos, such as ...

imL founder 
Chuck 

Renslow 
speaks 

during the 
contest

imL 2013  
andy Cross 

is chosen
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By Ross FoRman
 
Jason Collins kicked open the closet door, re-
vealing in late April that he is gay—becoming 
the first out, active male on a major professional 
team sport. President Obama responded to the 
news, Oprah reacted and water-coolers world-
wide were abuzz.

So what’s next—a woman on the roster of a 
National Basketball Association (NBA) team? 
More so, a woman actually playing in a regular-
season NBA game?

That could happen, and sooner than most 
would imagine, said Wayne “Tree” Rollins, who 
played 18 seasons in the NBA and now is a first-
year assistant coach for the Chicago Sky in the 
WNBA.

“There’s going to be a day when we have a 
female in the NBA, when a female is able to 
compete with the men,” Rollins said. “It’s no 
different than women officials,” now working in 
the NBA.

Who might it be?
Perhaps Elena Della Donne, the Sky’s 6-foot-5 

rookie from the University of Delaware; or maybe 
the WNBA’s No. 1 overall pick in the 2013 Draft, 
Brittney Griner, the 6-foot-8 standout from Bay-
lor University who now plays for the Phoenix 
Mercury. Griner revealed she is gay before play-
ing her first WNBA game.

“Playing in the NBA, size helps, definitely,” 
said Rollins, who stands 7-foot-1 and played for 
five NBA teams during 1977-95. “Maybe in the 

next 15 or 20 years, there’s gotta be one [female 
in the NBA.]

“Back in my day, I don’t think a female could 
have withstood the punishment that she would 
have taken, especially in the paint. But with the 
rules now, it could happen. A woman can now 
safely compete with the men.”

The Chicago Force is one of the best women’s 
tackle football teams in the nation, with con-
vincing wins in its first six games this season, 
including an 82-20 thrashing of the Indy Crash. 
The Force roster features 12 openly gay players, 
including quarterback Sami Grisafe. Other out 
Force players include Tricia Charbonneau, Dawn 
Pederson, Darcy Leslie, Brandy Hatcher, Latoya 
Kiner, Jen Kelly, Bethany Evans, Kim Marks, Car-
olyn Lee, Jamie Menzyk, and Liz Okey.

Plus, there are five Force staff members who 
are openly gay: Ro Soper, Yvette Holt, Linda 
Bache, Jen Thompson and Sam Powell.

“The world that we live in now, [coming out] 
may be important to that individual, but it’s not 
important to me; you’re still a human being and 
I’m going to treat you like any other human be-
ing, regardless of sexual orientation,” Rollins 
said. “For me, I looked at [Collin’ coming-out] 
as not really a big deal.”

Rollins said Collins likely will not have any 
problems next season if signed by an NBA 
team—and he will most assuredly be signed for 
the 2013-14 season, Rollins said. (Collins is now 
a free agent.)

“I get my real information from the barber 

shop,” Rollins said, laughing. “I got my hair-
cut around the time [Collins] came out and [his 
coming-out] came up, and yet no one [in the 
barber shop] was negative about it.”

But, back when Rollins played, being openly 
gay probably would have been a problem, he 
said.

Times have changed, on and off the court.
“I have bisexual friends, gay friends, hetero-

sexual friends … and there’s really no differ-
ence. And that’s a positive thing,” Rollins said. 
“[Collins] can now live his life the way he wants 
to live it with no fear of being treated differ-
ently. I think that’s one step where the human 
race has moved forward on.

“There are bigger things in the world, such 
as the issues with North Korea, than a person’s 
sexual orientation.”

The Sky home opener is Friday, May 31, against 
Connecticut. Tipoff is 7:30 p.m., at the Allstate 
Arena in Rosemont.

LGBT SPORTS

A woman in the NBA?
It will happen, says 
Chicago Sky coach

Wayne “Tree” Rollins. Photo from the Chicago 
sky

CLLAW XVI June 7
 The ladies of the Chicago League of 
Lady Arm Wrestlers (CLLAW) are celebrat-
ing their “Sweet 16” Friday, June 7, at 10 
p.m. at Logan Square Auditorium, 2539 N. 
Kedzie Ave.
 Brought by Sideshow Theatre Company, 
CLLAW’s 16th match will feature lady arm 
wrestlers decked out in over-the-top out-
fits, a cash bar, shady referees and audi-
ence participation. All proceeds from 
CLLAW XVI will benefit Sideshow and this 
match’s partner charity, C4: Community 
Counseling Centers of Chicago.
 Tickets for CLLAW XVI are $10; visit www.
cllaw.org.

THERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE
Take the LGBT Survey Today!
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LGBT Community Survey®

                 45,000 LGBT Citizens in 148 Countries: Let your voice be heard. $500 in Prizes.

Political and Social Inclusivity 
and Equality

LGBT studies have opened doors (and minds) in 
leading corporations and organizations, which in 
turn have recognized the value of their LGBT 
employees through the establishment of equal 
hiring policies and domestic partner benefits. 
This has been a catalyst, leading to sweeping 
changes in political and social inclusivity.

Keep LGBT Publications and 
Websites in Business

Demographic reports also influence marketing 
investment. Virtually absent until recently, we 
now see a growing variety of a products and 
services represented in LGBT media, celebrating 
our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and 
websites in business, serving their communities 
with independent news and information.

Funding Community Events 
and Charities 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these 
companies support us in many ways, including 
sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our 
loyalty.

Taking an annual pulse on market 
trends through surveys helps 
demonstrate the LGBT community’s 
growing power, and influences 
positive change.

Everyone who completes the survey by June 30, 
2013 may enter into a drawing to win one of five 
US $100 cash prizes, or designate a non-profit 
charity to receive the prize.

WHY TAKE THE SURVEY

Community Marketing, Inc. 
is an NGLCC Certified 
LGBT-Owned Business 
Enterprise. 
Founded in 1992.

LGBT Community Survey 
is a trademark of 
Community Marketing, Inc.

584 Castro St. #834
San Francisco CA 94114 USA         

CMI Community Marketing & Insights
Community Marketing, Inc.

http://www.pridefest.com
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By mEGHan sTREiT

There’s a positively lovely new restaurant in 
Lakeview that I think will quickly become a fa-
vorite of people in the neighborhood and a des-
tination spot for the rest of us. Vu sua opened 
earlier this year and is turning out beautifully 
presented French-Vietnamese cuisine. The food 
here is among the most elegant I’ve eaten in 
quite some time, making the prices, which are 
reasonable to begin with, seem like downright 
bargains.
 The Halsted Street space, which Erwin formerly 

occupied, has been given a pretty and modern 
makeover. The refined dining room is washed 
in ivory and anchored by dark wooden floors. 
Lighting is soft and artwork is minimal. It’s a 
simple palette that lets the food take center 
stage. Vu Sua is awaiting its liquor license, so 
it’s BYOB for now. Coming soon is a mixologist 
crafting cocktails to match the food.
 The menu is a mix of Vietnamese classics with 

subtle culinary upgrades (think spring rolls with 
pork belly and foie gras) and inventive Asian-
inspired dishes that you’d never find on Argyle 
Street, like a sashimi “pizza.” The latter is made 
with a savory crepe-like “crust” that is topped 
with an assortment of fresh seafood tossed with 
bufalina mozzarella. I didn’t know how well raw 
fish and cheese would play together, but I en-
joyed this clever dish quite a bit.

 You can easily make a delicious meal out of 
several of Vu Sua’s small plates. In addition to 
above average spring rolls, there’s an assortment 
of soups, salad and sashimi. The asparagus soup 
is creamy and rich. The flavorful soup is studded 
with crab and corn and laced with an Asian pear 
reduction. For a more classic Vietnamese soup, 
try the beef noodle, a traditional pho packed 
with tender slices of beef and lots of fragrant 
fresh herbs. If you enjoy oysters, they’ll dazzle 
you here. A trio of oysters, each drizzled with a 
different sauce, is served atop of bed of salt. The 
presentation is beautiful—and indicative of the 
kind of attention to detail that is going on back 
in the kitchen. Speaking of which, you can get a 
glimpse of the action by peering into the open 
kitchen in the back of the restaurant.
 You can fill up on small plates, which creates 
a problem because there are also some not-to-
miss entrées. Chief among those is the filet mi-

WeeKLY DINING GUIDe IN 

Vu Sua

aRtists
CaLL FoR aRTisTs: skokiE aRT GuiLD’s 52nd annuaL 
aRT FaiR. July 13th & 14th, 2013. Fine art. Prizes and 
awards. Held on the Village Green, 5211 W. Oakton St., 
downtown Skokie, IL. APPLY NOW. For applications or 
information: skokieart@aol.com or 847-677-8163. 
www.skokieartguild.org (7/3/13)

BeaUtY spa seRviCes
mEn sPa sERViCEs - Mens Custom Facial * Mens Waxing 
* Costume and Camouflage Make-Up * Body Wraps * 
Detoxing * Teeth Whitening. www.RitzyBlueSpa.com, 
312-985-7142. 40% off all services Discount Code: 
GLBC (10/16/13-26)

CaMping

CLeaning seRviCes
CHEsTnuT CLEaninG sERViCEs: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

COUnseLing
CounsELinG anD CLiniCaL HyPnoTHERaPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  starla R. sholl, LCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

nEW THERaPy PRaCTiCE JusT oPEnED: G.L.B.T. 
affirmative psychotherapist in Ravenswood. If you are 
interested in finding a therapist, contact me at:  aaron 
D. schwartz, (312) 388-0901.  aarondschwartz.com 
(6/19/13-4)

DUi CLasses/evaLUatiOn
Dui CLassEs & EVaLuaTions Chicago LOOP, SOS and 
Court Approved. Illinois & Out of State. Groups M to Th 
6-8:30pm. All other times by appointment. Ph: 312-
254-5085 www.anchorcenters.com (6/7/13-4)

DeCK CaRe
EXTERioR PainTinG anD DECk sTaininG. LaTEX 
anD oiLs. House painting, complete prep work and 
power washing, re sealing loose cracks, and re finish 
with acrylic latex. Protect your DECK. Keep your wood 
hard. Water blast, sand, and seal with PENETRATING OIL 
stains. Free Estimates. 847-444-1482. (7/3/13)

heLp wanteD
HanDyPERson WanTED. My Partner and I bought a 
single family home in Andersonville.  We are looking 
for a person to cut our grass, handle deliveries, meet 
service providers, light maintenance. Contact Dan at 
globalassistance@aol.com (5/29/13-2)

***saFE DRiVERs WanTED asaP***DaiLy TakE 
HomE Pay*** WE aRE HiRinG 30 DRiVERs To sTaRT 
immEDiaTELy!! Do you enjoy helping others? Do you 
like having the freedom to work on your own? Is your 
safety and the safety of others a priority for you? Is 
earning a paycheck important to you? If you answered 
“YES” to each question please read on. We are hiring 
SAFE BUS DRIVERS to work in the City of Chicago and 
surrounding communities. This is year ‘round work. We 
pay $12.50/hour, $13.00/hour for weekends. We offer 
medical, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, a 
free $5,000 life insurance policy and PAID VACATION 
AND PAID HOLIDAYS! WE HAVE FULL TIME WORK 
AVAILABLE FOR DRIVERS! Must have a class “C” CDL or 
be able to obtain one with passenger endorsement. We 
provide CDL training. TRAINING STARTS IMMEDIATELY...
COME IN AND APPLY TODAY TO START EARNING A PAY 
CHECK! We are easily accessible from the PACE 290 bus 
and the CTA 85A bus! MV Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. 
Gross Point Road Niles, IL 60714 773-467-2455 www.
mvtransit.com must pass a drug test and have a 
clean driving record and clean criminal background. 
EoE (7/17/13-8)

hOMe iMpROveMent
Basement get flooded?  We can help put it back to-
gether again!  We also do Painting, carpentry, tiling 
and Deck Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s List, “A+” with 
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free 
Estimates! andy onCall 773-244-9961. 847-328-
3100 www.getandy.com  (8/1/13-52)

FLooR & WinDoW CoVERinGs FoR aLL BuDGETs. 
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Vinyl, and 
Window Coverings.Specializing in helping with mate-
rial selections for your budget. Professionally Installed. 
Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings, We Bring the 
Showroom to You! Call or email for a free consulta-
tion and estimate. 773-935-8700, email cjones@
nfwchicago.com www.nfwchicago.com (6/12/13-13)

LegaL seRviCes

Massage
FiRsT-CLass asian maLE massEuR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (7/3/13–26)

pianO & vOiCe LessOns
Piano & VoiCE LEssons – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. all ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (6/12/13-13)

seRviCes avaiLaBLe
sToP youR FoRCLosuRE noW! WILLIAM H. RANSOM, 
Attorney at Law, CALL NOW (312) 953-9120 or whrlaw@
aol.com - 19 years Litigation Experience - Credit Cards 
accepted - Payment Plans available (9/25/13-26)

winDOw tReatMents
WonDERinG WHaT To Do WiTH THosE WinDoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (5/29/13-26)

spiRitUaLitY

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Have you got the
camping blues?

Come join us in Homer,
MI. Campground
seeking investors.

$3,000 investment gets
you 3 years of camping
plus 1% of campground

sales each year.

Contact Bill at
billybearbigrig@yahoo.com

or 517-240-5405

CLASSIFIEDS

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!
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Yes! There is a church for me! 
Sunday 11am, 1545 W. Morse Ave. 

  
   achurch4me.org  
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asparagus pudding 
at Vu sua. 
PR photo
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By TERRi-LynnE WaLDRon
 

Bronx native Sir Ari Gold does not mince words 
on the title of his sixth CD, Play My F**kn Re-
mix, out June 4. 

As one of the few pop singers who was out in 
his music from the start of his career, Gold is 
still breaking ground. He bares it all in the 3-D 
teaser video for the first single “Play My F**kn 
Record—no small feat for this Billboard top 10 
recording artist, who received a Visionary Award 
from the LGBT Recording Academy (LARA) at the 
OUTMusic Awards in 2012.

Windy City Times: Was the title of your up-
coming CD Play my F**kn Remix inspired by 
the line in the Jennifer Lopez song “Play,” 
where she yells “Play my mutherf**kn song!” 

Sir Ari Gold: Not at all. Play My F**kn Remix 
is the name of the album, but the single is “Play 
My F**kn Record.” It’s a calling card and posi-
tive song. From what I’ve seen, there is a grow-
ing acceptance of LGBT people and, even in mu-
sic ,we finally have a lot more openly gay artists 
out there. So they are playing our f**kn records.

WCT: is there enough acceptance? 
AG: Not really. Even though we have some 

people that came from American Idol and have 
had that platform, there is still a dearth of 
openly gay artists and certainly gay content in 
pop music and on the radio. 

We’ve seen for quite some time now characters 
on TV and we’ve seen gay films in the theater. 
When I came out with my first self-titled album 
in 2000, there was really nobody on the pop-
music scene that was singing about being gay. I 
just recently came to the realization that there 
was a 20-year gap between the time that artists 
like George Michael, Elton John, Boy George and 
Melissa Etheridge all came out after they were 
big superstars. In my eyes, they paved the way 
for an artist like myself to be openly gay from 
the beginning of my career. So when people in 
the music industry told me that I should be in 
the closet and then come out, I felt that that 
was disrespectful to the work that these super-
stars had done in order to pave the way. So I 
thought that I could be openly gay from the 
beginning of my career and singing about it in 
my music.

WCT: Why do you think that so many artists 
don’t come out?

AG: Maybe because there is still a lot we’re 
fighting for in terms of visibility and our civil 
liberties. The music industry has been going 
through change and turmoil and people have 
been very scared about taking any kind of risks. 
I think one of the biggest reasons is probably 
because of AIDS. Right after all those superstars 
came out, instead of that propelling us into pos-
itive change, it kind of scared everybody back 
into the closet. and we also lost a good amount 
of allies or role models.       

WCT: Last December you posted a teaser 

3-D video on youTube for Play my F**kn Re-
mix where you run through the streets naked, 
holding a sign over your private parts. Whose 
idea was it?

AG: All mine. [Both laugh.]
WCT: Were you nervous about doing that?
AG: I didn’t know what all the laws were and I 

found out afterwards and I’m just grateful that 
I wasn’t arrested. I’m happy that I didn’t know 
all the rules because I thought that I was being 
fairly cautious. But I wasn’t scared and it was 
quite liberating.     

WCT: Tell me about growing up as a gay or-
thodox Jewish kid.

AG: I was definitely made fun of in class 
throughout my childhood, maybe in part be-
cause I liked Wonder Woman and I twirled 
around in class. There were even some moments 
when I felt that I was not accepted by teachers. 
I was certainly well-liked by the girls, and the 
boys had a hard time with that.   

WCT: Can you give us a hint of which songs 
are going to be on the new remix CD?

AG: It’s sort of a mixture between some of my 
personal favorite music tunes that I’ve had over 
the years and tunes that I never had a chance 
to release for one reason or another. I have an 
entirely new version of “Wave of You,” where we 
re-recorded the vocals.Then there’s two brand 
new songs as well. It’s really kind of a music 
retrospective and I like the idea of that because 
it pays respect to the past with an ear to the 
future. 

WCT: you were nude in the video for the 
song “my Favorite Religion.” Were you ever 
asked to compromise your artistic vision?

AG: Some of my videos are nothing that you 
don’t see on prime-time network TV. We have 
submitted videos to programs that did not pick 
them up because of the gay content. They may 
not say so outright but they would say that it’s 
“not mainstream enough.” But I’m sure that 
when it comes down to it, they were uncomfort-
able about the gay content.  

WCT: music producer Clive Davis recently 
came out as bisexual. Where do you stand 
on the idea that people are either straight 
or gay?

AG: It’s anybody’s right to claim what sexual-
ity they have for themselves. If someone is be-
ing a hypocrite and saying that they are against 
one thing and doing another, that’s a different 
story. But we should all be allowed to define our 
own personal sexuality. 

WCT: you are also a DJ. What is the appeal 
of DJing?

AG: I love to be able to play the music that I 
love and that inspires me, including playing my 
own music. That way I don’t have to worry about 
the DJ playing my f**kn record!

sir ari Gold’s new CD Play my F**kn Remix 
is out June 4. To find out more about Gold, 
visit www.arigold.com.

SUMMER MUSIC

Gold Standard:
Sir Ari Gold on remixing his past and his naked ambition

ari Gold. Photo by mike Ruiz

LEGAL SERVICES
REaL EsTaTE issuEs? Buying – Selling – Leasing – Land-
lord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The Law 
Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway Street. 
(312) 492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. www.
FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

OUT OF TOWN HOMES FOR SALE
LonG BEaCH, inDiana. 4BRm, 2 BaTH HomE, 60 
minutes from Chicago, quiet wooded area, a stroll to 
the stop #28 private beach. Bright open floor plan, 
granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances, new 
carpet, original wood flooring, new windows, FP, CA. 
Front porch, deck, fully finished basement. 2801 Brent-
wood Way, Long Beach, IN $449,000. CB331244. 630-
258-4359. Visit www.realtor.com to view photos. 
(6/5/13-4)

CONDO FOR SALE
HELLo GoRGEous!!!! This stunning spectacular 2 bed-
room 2 bath on the beach is a must see, must have! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMaOkxh9e9A 
$389,000.  Call Camilla Hawk, Coldwell Banker, 312 
593 5605 (5/22/13-4)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
EDGEWaTER CommuTER aDVanTaGE you’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach and park, bus and red 
line or go shopping. Spacious bedrooms with walk in 
closets. Formal dining room. Big kitchen. $1300 with 
heat. $80 for parking. Plus laundry, storage, video inter-
com, patio and yard. iT’s youR moVE! 773-706-6065. 
(6/12/13-3)

REAL ESTATE
gnon. The tender piece of beef is glazed with 
soy sauce, and served with seaweed salad and 
fresh uni cream on a plate that truly looks like a 
work of art. The filet is served with marshmallow 
mashed potatoes, which were another pleasant 
surprise. They are light and super fluffy with just 
a subtle hint of sweetness. 
 Dessert at Vu Sua is an affair to remember. 
I highly recommend the white asparagus pud-
ding, a custard with the melt-in-your-mouth 
consistency of panna cotta. It’s sweet with just 
the lightest trace of asparagus. It’s tasted like 
spring on a plate—a stunning plate that is cov-
ered in strawberry coconut puree that is artfully 
swirled into what looks like yet another edible 
work of art. 

 The creativity and passion that goes into ev-
ery dish at Vu Sua is obvious from the very first 
bite until the last. You can tell that every flavor 
has been chosen with purpose and that every 
ingredient is of the highest quality. I left Vu Sua 
feeling like I had a super high-end meal for a 
fraction of the cost that I pay at many Chicago 
restaurants. It’s a great place to celebrate a spe-
cial occasion because everything—from the way 
the oysters are served to the way the soup is 
poured at your table—feels special. 
 Vu sua is located at 2925 n. Halsted st.; 
call 773-360-8816 or visit www.vusuarestau-
rant.com. 
 Do you need some more sugar & spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @sugarand-
spicems for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

DISH from page 30
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Wed., May 29
CaLoR confidential HiV and sTi testing 

Every Wednesday without charge, regard-
less of age, ability to pay or residency. 
The process, from completing the consent 
paperwork to getting the results, takes 
45 minutes. Counselors are available to 
review the results and provide referrals, 
as necessary. 12pm-4pm, CALOR, 3220 W 
Armitage Ave,www.calor.org 

under 35 Health Drop-in night Under 35, 
uninsured, and need some free health ser-
vices? Join us for our monthly U35 Health 
Drop-In Night. Event is open to women, 
trans-masculine, and trans-feminine pa-
tients. 5pm, Howard Brown Health Center, 
4025 N Sheridan Rd, Chicago, http://www.
howardbrown.org/ 

aaron Belkin, book signing and lecture 
Bring Me Men: Military and the Benign 
Facade of American Empire, 1898-2001 
explores the topic of masculinity in the 
military. Belkin was a leader in the fight 
to repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 6pm-
8pm, 312-374-9333, The Pritzker Military 
Library, 104 S Michigan Ave., http://www.
pritzkermilitarylibrary.org/home/aaron-
belkin.aspx

‘my God is not a Bully!’ launch Video 
legacy project collaboration between Chi-
cago’s E3 Radio founder Anna DeShawn 
and the Church Within A Church Move-
ment movement. Diverse cross-section of 
people tell the story that in all traditions 
God is Love not a bully. 6pm-8pm, Side-

track, 3349 N Halsted St, Chicago, http://
www.sidetrackchicago.com/

Portrait of Jason Restoration of indepen-
dent documentary. Exuberantly funny, but 
also crucial missing link between African 
American and LGBT history. From 1966, 
when Hollywood could barely acknowl-
edge homosexuality as anything but a 
joke, the brave, uncensored testimony of 
a queer, Black hustler who built his life 
around transgressing the boundaries of 
segregated, pre-Stonewall America. 7 
p.m., Music Box Theater, 3733 N. South-
port Ave., www.musicboxtheatre.com

The Bachelors: staged reading of a screen-
play Based on a true story, The Bachelors 
introduces us to Bob Neal, a London deco-
rator who returns tho his failing Wisconsin 
hometown in 1934 and hires a local man 
to help him restore a historic rock cot-
tage. $10 Pride Films & Plays production. 
7pm-9pm, 800-838-3006, Stage 773, 
1225 W. Belmont Ave., www.brownpaper-
tickets.com

Thursday, May 30 
Eat to the Beat: Chicago academy for the 

arts The CAA Repertory Dance Company 
showcases professional training for danc-
ers at the Chicago Academy for the Arts. 
Outstanding student dancers from grades 
9 – 12 learn the works of professional cho-
reographers. 12pm-1pm, Harris Theater 
for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St., 
http://gopride.com/z7q1

GET TankED! Girl Party Join Amanda the 

last Thursday of the month for $1 cock-
tails, featuring 42 BELOW Premium Vod-
ka, Barefoot Wine, Miller Lite and Coors 
Light drafts and well cocktails. $5 Bacardi 
Bombs (any flavor). No cover before 9 
pm, $5 after. 6pm, Spin Nightclub, 800 W. 
Belmont Ave., http://www.spin-nightclub.
com

“out & Proud in Chicago” On the eve of the 
kickoff of June Pride Month, WTTW repeats 
the critically acclaimed “Out & Proud in 
Chicago” featuring historical coverage of 
LGBTs in Chicago. 8pm on 11.1 WTTW HD. 
8pm, http://www.wttw.com

Pride Prom Compete for titles of Stud King 
and Fem Queen. MC Angel, DJs Fuego and 
Unknown. $5 cover. 9pm, Watra Nightclub, 
4758 S. Pulaski Rd.

Friday, May 31
Jordan matter – Dancers among us Join 

us for a lecture by Jordan Matter on how 
a collection of dance photographs became 
a bestselling book and international sen-
sation. 7pm-9pm, 773-549-1631, Chicago 
Photography Center, 3301 N Lincoln Ave., 
http://www.chicagophoto.org/lectures/

The sklar Brothers at up Comedy Club 
From Curb Your Enthusiasm, “It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia, Adult Swim’s Child-
rens’ Hospital, Grey’s Anatomy and Entou-
rage. They currently host docu-comedy on 
which statistics tell the story of America, 
The United Stats of America. 8pm, 312-
662-4562, Up Comedy Club, http://up-
comedyclub.com

sean Wiggins & lone goat Wiggins has 
done more than 100 songs, been com-
pared to Melissa Etheridge, appeared with 
Cyndi Lauper and toured with Del Shores’ 
“Sordid Lives”. Chicagoan Chandler will be 
on drums. 8:30pm-10:30pm, Parlour on 
Clark, 6341 N Clark St., http://www.par-
louronclark.com; Tickets: http://gopride.
com/z821

Janet vs. Beyonce: mary’s Fight Club Come 
out and dance out the battle of Janet vs 
Beyonce with DJ Voxbox. If you’ve watch 
their videos and studied their dance 
moves, bring your Janet and Beyonce ac-
tion to the dance floor. Mary’s Attic is a 

friendly environment without judgement, 
so BRING IT! 9:30pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 
N Clark St., www.hamburgermarys.com/
chicago

make knowing your Thing Today HiV Cam-
paign Games and prizes related to cam-
paign to encourage people to learn their 
HIV status. Submit a short video or photo 
with caption at www.OraQuick.com/know-
ing about the decision to get tested. Win-
ner will be a part of a future OraQuick® 
In-Home HIV Test promotion. Contest 
through July 2013. 11pm, 773-743-5772, 
Jackhammer, 6406 N Clark Street, Chicago, 
http://www.jackhammer-chicago.com/

Saturday, June 1
Windy City Performing arts “it’s about 

Time!” Windy City Gay Chorus and Aria 
present songs capturing the spirit of love, 
romance and marriage from around the 
world featuring the world premier of the 
song “It’s About Time” sung by Karen Ma-
son. 5pm-8pm, benezer Lutheran Church, 
1650 W. Foster Ave., www.windycitysings.
org

Queer music alliance open mic Scott Free 
will be DJing local queer music before 
and after the open mic. Open mic 8 pm 
to 9:30 pm. This is an all inclusive open 
mic and spoken-word event. We encourage 
all queer and gender variant folks, their 
friends, and allies, to bring a song, talent, 
thought, or rant to share. Each performer 
gets five minutes to do their thing and we 
may have time for encores. 7pm-10:30pm, 
Parlour on Clark, 6341 N Clark

artemis singers “amazon Women Rise” 
concert dance Chicago’s lesbian feminist 
chorus, will present a Pride concert and 
dance. Accessible. Tickets, suggested do-
nation $15 in advance for adults, $20 at 
the door, $10 for seniors age 65 and old-
er; $10 for children age 12 and younger. 
Dance with live DJ follows the concert. 
7:30pm-10:30pm, 773-764-4465, Broad-

way United Methodist Church, 3338 N. 
Broadway, www.artemissingers.org

The songs of Laura nyro From the mega 
hits (“Eli’s Coming,” “Stoned Soul Pic-
nic”) to the lesser-known gems (“Billy’s 
Blues”), Shepley Metcalf and Ron Roy de-
liver the soulful songs of ‘60s/’70s legend 
Laura Nryo. “Emmie,” “Save the Country,” 
and “And When I Die” on the set list. Nyro 
(1947-97) performed a number of times 
in Chicago, and was inducted last year 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 8pm-
9:30pm, 773-278-1830, Davenport’s Piano 
Bar and Cabaret, 1383 N Milwaukee Ave, 
www.davenportspianobar.com

Get

online
: WindyCitymediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

‘RISE’ WINNER

artemis singers will hold 
“amazon Women Rise” 
at Broadway united 
methodist Church.

Photo by Tracy Baim
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Lambda Literary Awards finalists hold readings
Midwest finalists for the 2013 Lambda Literary Awards held a reading and book-signing for their 

nominated books May 22 at Center on Halsted.
The readers were Anne Laughlin (Runaway), Marty McConnell (wine for a shotgun), Lania Knight 

(Three Cubic Feet), E.M. Kokie (Personal Effects), Chris Paynter (Survived by Her Longtime Companion), 
C.P. Rowlands (Jacob’s War), Lewis Wallace, and Windy City Times Publisher Tracy Baim (Gay Press, Gay 
Power: The Growth of LGBT Community Newspapers in America).

Ramon H. Rivera-Servera (Performing Queer Latinidad: Dance, Sexuality, Politics) was delayed by 
travel and could not attend.

Photos of (left) Laughlin and McConnell by Tracy Baim; see www.lambdaliterary.org for details on the 
June Awards in New York City.

Belkin of ‘Bring Me 
Men’ at Pritzker 
Library May 29

Aaron Belkin—author of Bring Me Men: 
Military Masculinity and the Benign Facade of 
American Empire, 1898-2001—will hold a book-
signing and lecture at the Pritzker Military Li-
brary, 104 S. Michigan Ave., on Wed., May 29, 
at 6 p.m.

Bring Me Men explores the theory that the 
masculinity of those who serve in the American 
military is full of contradictions.

RSVP by calling the library at 312-374-9333 or 
visiting www.PritzkerMilitaryLibrary.org.

‘Transvisible’ 
screening
May 30 at UIC

Unid@s: The National Latin@ LGBT Human 
Rights Organization—through its VISIBLE proj-
ect and in collaboration with UIC Gender and 
Sexuality Center, Association of Latino Men for 
Action (ALMA), Amigas Latinas, Orgullo en Ac-
cion, Project Vida, Vida/SIDA and United Lat-
in@ Pride week—present the film screening of 
Transvisible: Bamby Salcedo’s Story.

A film screening of Transvisible will take place 
at the UIC Behavioral Sciences Building, Room 
140, 1007 W. Harrison St., on Thursday, May 30, 
6:30-8:30 p.m.

A reception with Roland Palencia, the film’s 
executive producer, and the movie’s sponsors 
will take place at 6:30 p.m.; the screening starts 
at 7:30 p.m.

Salcedo is a long-time Mexico-born trans ac-
tivist who resides in Los Angeles.

For more information, call 312-925-2132 or 
email jcestou@aol.com.

Legacy Walk’s 
‘Gay Rub’at 
Center May 29
 The Legacy Project announced that artist and 
activist Steven Reigns, of the artist’s collective 
known as “The Gay Rub,” is coming to Chicago 
to take impressions/rubbings of the 18 bronze 
plaques that currently make up the Legacy Walk 
installation on North Halsted Street in Boys-
town.
 The event will take place Wed., May 29, 3:30-
6:30 p.m., at the Center on Halsted (3656 N. 
Halsted St.), room 200. For more info, email vic-
torsalvo@legacyprojectchicago.org.

aaron Belkin.
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“I have never had a better time than being 
Liberace’s date. We all knew he was homosexual. 
That was a friend: you know what they love and 
the people that they love, and what they are.”—
Debbie Reynolds discusses her friendship with 
Liberace, whose mother she plays in HBO’s Be-
hind the Candelabra.

June may be Gay Pride Month, but Long Beach, 
Calif., got the jump on the Pride celebrations 
last week, and I had a great time hosting the 
festivities for the first time. Our climactic line-
up included a host of former contestants from 
American Idol and The Voice. Since I’ve worked 
with many of these singers before, it was a fun 
reunion for everyone. Frenchie Davis (an alum of 
both shows) not only showcased her magnificent 
instrument with high-energy dance songs (like 
her hit “Love’s Got a Hold on Me”) but also by 
opting for guitar accompaniment on a stripped-
down version of Katy Perry’s “Firework.” Like-
wise, Kimberly Caldwell showed both sides of 
her range—from rocker chick to pop princess. 
Paris Bennett is a third-generation diva—her 
grandmother is Ann Nesby (from “Sounds of 

Blackness”) and her mom is Jamecia Bennett. 
I worked with all three of them a few years ago 
at Sheryl Lee Ralph’s “Divas Simply Singing.” For 
Long Beach, mom joined Paris for “It’s Raining 
Men.”

Although I’ve met hunky David Hernandez be-
fore, this was our first time working together. 
His pop sound is as appealing and smooth as 
his good looks. Jamar Rogers strikes me as a 
genuine and unique artist who wants to not 
only entertain but also help others by sharing 
his own story of crystal-meth addiction and his 
HIV-positive status. Then there was Beverly Mc-
Clellan, who blew me away with both her spirit 
and her voice. She’s the real deal and was a joy 
to work with. At the end of the show, I couldn’t 
help but note that it was great for Long Beach 
Pride to feature some truly beautiful women who 
are not only talented but also proud to say they 
love the ladies. Bravo!

Speaking of pop singers, Nick Carter is writ-
ing his memoirs—if for no other reason than 
to prove that he can actually write! Facing the 
Music and Living to Talk About It is slated to 

be released Sept. 24. Allegedly, he’ll be cover-
ing the ups and downs of being a member of 
the Backstreet Boys, his personal relationships, 
and his substance and alcohol abuse. I’m curious 
to see how much detail he’ll go into about Lou 
Pearlman. The imprisoned impresario behind (so 
to speak) BSB and ‘NSync is rumored to have 
made certain advances on several of his clients. 
Phoenix Stone (who was very briefly a BSB) said, 
“This was not something Nick was comfortable 
talking about. What happened? Well, I just think 
that he finally, you know, Lou was definitely in-
appropriate with him, and he just felt that he 
didn’t want anything to do with that anymore.” 
What was “that?” Nick’s mom was also cagey on 
the subject but said, “Certain things happened 
and it almost destroyed our family. I tried to 
warn everyone. I tried to warn all the mothers. 
... I tried to expose him for what he was years 
ago.” Juicy stuff.

A summer show we can look forward to is ABC 
Family’s Baby Daddy coming back for its second 
season, although I never heard of it. In fact, if 
it weren’t for the recurring role snagged by Matt 
Dallas, I wouldn’t know about it now. Matt will 
be reunited with his former Kyle XY co-star Jean-
Luc Bilodeau. (The boys showed a bit of skin for 
some photos, which I’ll post on BillyMasters.
com.) At the GLAAD Awards, Dallas spoke for the 
first time about his upcoming nuptials to singer 
Blue Hamilton: “We talked about it a lot and 
we’ve been doing lots of planning, but there’s 
no official date set yet. We’re both like the most 
easygoing guys. For us, it’s more about just hav-
ing a celebration and throwing a party. Yeah, so 
no stressing out and getting crazy about wed-
ding plans.”

ABC Family is also launching a new show. The 
Fosters comes from Jennifer Lopez and Peter 
Paige, and follows the exploits of a lesbian bi-
racial couple and their kids. The show debuts 
June 3.

Our “Ask Billy” question this week comes from 
David in Boston: “I just saw the new Star Trek 
movie and am in love with Benedict Cumberbatch. 
I heard there was a nude scene with him that was 
cut. Can you track it down?”

You may have seen Cumberbatch in The Hob-
bit, War Horse, or any number of BBC projects or 
plays in London. (I saw him in the National The-
atre’s “Frankenstein”, which was also screened 
in U.S. cinemas in 2011.) If it’s nudity you’re 
interested in, you should check him out in “To 
the Ends of the Earth,” where you get quite a 
view indeed. As to this fabled Star Trek nude 
scene, we learned about it after certain groups 
complained about the gratuitous shot of Dr. 
Carol Marcus in her bra and panties. Director 
J.J. Abrams pointed out that there was also a 
shirtless scene with Kirk (although I must say 
Alice Eve is in far better shape than Chris Pine). 
Abrams revealed to Conan O’Brien that they also 
filmed a shower scene with Cumberbatch, but it 
was cut from the film. You can see this clip and 
others at BillyMasters.com.

When I’m posting nude aliens, it’s definitely 
time to end yet another column. Before closing, 
I want to congratulate openly gay soccer player 
Robbie Roberts. His coming-out in February was 
tethered to his retiring from the sport at the ripe 
old age of 25 (which I believe is the square root 
of David Beckham’s). However, he’s come out 
again—this time out of retirement. Upon sign-
ing with the LA Galaxy, he talked about coming 
out: “I don’t know what I was so afraid of. It’s 
been such a positive experience for me. The one 
thing I’ve learned from all of this is being gay 
is not that big a deal to people.” If there’s any 
message to share during Gay Pride Month, that’s 
it. You can get more stories like this at www.Bil-
lyMasters.com, the site that’s proud 365 days a 
year. For your more personal needs, drop a note 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before Jodie Foster makes a cameo 
on The Fosters. So, until next time, remember, 
one man’s filth is another man’s bible. 

BILLY MASTERS

CakE CHiCaGo, LGBTQ arts showcase Ripley Caine 
& the Full Moon, Chicago-based duo of singer/
guitarist and drummer, a balance between singer/
songwriter and indie pop/rock. Crumbs off the Table 
celebrates their debut record, Ever Changing Hours, 
unique, sexy, rhythm-heavy rock/soul arrangements 
generated by Stones-worthy guitars. 9pm, Red Line 
Tap, 7006 N Glenwood Ave., www.facebook.com/
cakechicago

Sunday, June 2
urban Village Church-Wicker Park service Wicker 

Park is a unique neighborhood full of passion, art, 
diversity, and eclectic energy, all which makes Ur-
ban Village Church thrilled to be involved in the 
community! LGBT welcoming worship services at 
Urban Village Church are eclectic and experiential, 
practical and intelligent, relevant and, hopefully, 
inspiring. 10:30am-11:45am, Chopin Theatre, 1543 
W. Division St., http://www.urbanvillagechurch.org 

northalsted sunday Funday North Halsted comes 
alive with Sunday-Funday festivities and activity. 
See what all of Chicago Land is enjoying. Come 
straight to Halsted! 11am-11pm, Halsted/Belmont 
to Halsted/Waveland, http://www.northalsted.com

WnBa “Pride night & the Chicago sky” The WNBA 
hosts “Pride Night & the Chicago Sky” Cost is $25, 
includes Sky Pride Bag. 5pm-7pm, Allstate Arena, 
6920 Mannheim Rd., Rosemont, IL, http://www.
chicagosky.net 

11th annual Windy City Gay idol: Wild Card In-
vited guests plus open slots for new singers. 8pm 
sign up, 9pm start, Spin Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont 
Ave., http://gopride.com/z81w

asians & Friends First sunday of the month Dim 
sum Meet for Dim Sum; 12:30pm, Furama, 4936 N. 
Broadway, http://www.afchicago.org

Monday, June 3
TPan Complimentary Therapy Programs Reiki is of-

fered the second and fourth Mondays of the month 
from 1pm to 3pm on a first come first serve ba-
sis. 1pm-3pm, TPAN, 5537 N. Broadway, Chicago, 
http://www.tpan.com more information

aPi Coming out support Group First Monday of the 
month for LGBTQQ Asian Pacific Americans. 6pm, 

Asian Human Services, 4753 N. Broadway, Chicago, 
http://www.chicagoi2i.org

Tuesday, June 4
How Do i Look—Voguing in the new millennium 

The film documentary captures traditions of the 
Harlem ‘Ball’ scene that have become such inspi-
rations worldwide. Director Wolfgang Busch brings 
the spotlight to the icons and legends of this scene 
and takes you inside the Harlem drag ball competi-
tions where they showcase their talents. Join the 
director in a Q/A session after the film. 6pm-8pm, 
Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S State, St., 
www.chipublib.org

and the Winner Wasn’t Celebrates the great music of 
Broadway with top Chicago talent and music from 
Pride Films and Plays “Under A Rainbow Flag” (Jeff 
Award Nominee for Best Musical, Best New Work-
Leo Schwartz, Best Director-David Zak, Best Musical 
Director-Robert Ollis, and Best Supporting Actor in 
a Musical-James Nedrud); Boho’s “Kiss of the Spider 
Woman” (Nathan Carroll as Molina); Mercury’s The-
atre’s “Barnum”. $20 online. 7pm, Sidetrack, 3349 
N Halsted St, Chicago, Tickets: http://www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/351228 

Ross mathews Since 2001 an in-demand television 
correspondents and host in pop-culture arena 
today. Endearing, witty, funny since he became 
known as a correspondent for “The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno.”; 8pm-10pm, 800-745-3000, Con-
gress Theatre, 2135 N Milwaukee Ave., http://go-
pride.com/z89r

Wed., June 5
spring Wine Tasting Party An evening in good taste. 

Sample more than 99 wines from around the world. 
Your $20 contribution benefits Equality IL PAC. Bot-
tles and cases will also be available for purchase 
(subject to availability). 6pm-9pm, Sidetrack, 3349 
N Halsted St., www.sidetrackchicago.com

CALeNDAR from page 32

The Backstreet Boys’ nick Carter is “Facing 
the music,” Billy says.

BOTTLES & CASES OF WINE WILL ALSO BE

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY & PRIOR SALE

6-9pm     Wednesday, june 5
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3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

light bites
from 

an 
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By Ross FoRman
 
Robbie Rogers is coming out of retirement and 
returning to the pitch—but not for the Chicago 
Fire.
 Rogers revealed in February that he is gay 
and then immediately, and surprisingly to some, 
retired from professional soccer—until May 25, 
when it was officially announced that the Los 
Angeles Galaxy had acquired his rights from Chi-
cago in return for Mike Magee, who has played in 
Major League Soccer (MLS) since 2003, first for 
New York and the past five seasons for the Gal-
axy. During his 232-game MLS career, Magee has 
42 career goals, including six in seven games 
this year.
 Rogers signed a multi-year contract with Los 
Angeles, and will sport jersey No. 14 for the Gal-
axy. He will be added to the Galaxy roster upon 
the receipt of his International Transfer Certifi-
cate (ITC) and had his debut with the club Sun-
day, when he came off the bench to play for his 
team in their win against the Seattle Sounders.
 “I’d like to thank everyone at Major League 
Soccer, the LA Galaxy and the Chicago Fire for 
allowing me to return to playing the game that I 
love,” Rogers said at a press conference. “I look 
forward to getting back out onto the field and 
continuing my soccer career as a member of the 
Galaxy.”
 Rogers became the first openly gay male ath-
lete to compete in a top U.S. professional team 
sport. Basketball player Jason Collins came out 
in late-April to worldwide headlines, yet his 
2012-13 NBA season was over and he is now a 

free agent.
 “I guess for 25 years I’ve just been afraid to 
share a secret with everyone and finally I did 
that. And even though soccer was a place where 
I could be happy, and not necessarily hide that 
side, but I could express myself on the field. I 
kept my secret because I thought I couldn’t be 
both a soccer player and a gay athlete.
 “That’s not true, but I felt that way. So I was 
afraid to put myself back in a situation where I 
felt like I was kind of an outcast or just differ-
ent than people. But through this whole pro-
cess, I’ve realized everyone is a bit different, 
everyone has their issues. I’ve learned that OK, 
this is part of me, I’m a soccer player, Christian, 
I’m human like everyone else and everyone’s got 
their issues; we all deal with it and I think that’s 
what makes this even better.”
 Rogers’ illustrious career has included five 
years with the MLS Columbus Crew, where he 
played 106 regular-season games, with 13 goals 
and 16 assists. He signed with Leeds United of 
the English Championship (second division) in 
January 2012, and appeared in four games. His 
international career also included time with Ste-
venage of England’s League One (third division).
 Rogers also has 18 caps with the U.S. National 
Team, scoring twice, including the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics.
 The Fire acquired Rogers’ MLS rights in a trade 
with Columbus in February that sent Dominic 
Oduro to the Crew.
 “I am proud to welcome Robbie Rogers, a cou-
rageous man and a terrific soccer player, back 
to Major League Soccer,” MLS Commissioner Don 

Garber said in a statement. “We look forward to 
Robbie’s contributions on and off the field.”
 Rogers tweeted, “An exciting future lies ahead, 
not only for me but for our society.” 
 Openly gay soccer player Megan Rapinoe 
tweeted, “Congratulation[s] society for letting 
this man know it is okay to be who you are.”
 Sigi Schmid, who coaches the MLS Seattle 
Sounders, was Rogers’ coach in Columbus. He 
spoke to the media Saturday and said, “I think 
it’s all about [Rogers] as a soccer player at this 
stage. It’s about him getting back on the field, 
him playing well, him getting back to the level 
where he was a national team player, and I think 
that’s what the focus has got to be. Everybody in 
their personal lives has things that make them 
different or are unique to them in one way or 
another, but I think the focus on the soccer field 
is what you do on the soccer field. For me, I’m 
happy that Robbie is back. I’m happy that he’s 
playing. It’s a great opportunity for him to make 
a statement. At the end of the day, he’s going to 
get judged by his ability to play the game.”
 George Saldivar plays in the predominantly 
gay Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association 
(CMSA) soccer league, and is a former college 
soccer player. He said, “Robbie is a good player. 
It’s gonna give [the] Galaxy crazy depth and an 
even better chance of winning it all once all 
their pieces fall into place. I’m sure [Rogers] 
went to a team that he felt would accept him, 
and I can see the Galaxy being more open than 
[other] teams [about his sexual orientation].”
 Tyler Foerster, who also plays in CMSA’s soccer 
league, among other sports, said he was “upset” 
Rogers will not be playing for the Fire, “but un-
derstand the situation with his family,” being 
from Southern California and Rogers’ interest to 
be closer to them.
 “As far as him coming out of retirement to play 
after announcing [he is gay, he gets] a huge 
ovation on my behalf,” Foerster said. “He’s go-
ing to be that role model for younger LGBT kids 
as far as an American soccer player. Robbie and 
Jason Collins [coming out] is a step in the right 
direction toward ending homophobia in profes-
sional sports.
 “I’m absolutely sure we will see more follow 
suit, even in [professional] baseball and foot-

ball, seeing that there hasn’t been too many 
consequences for them to announce their pref-
erence.”
 Foerster admitted he had an argument Satur-
day night with a friend about why Rogers had his 
own segment on ESPN for coming out. “He didn’t 
understand why this was a big deal. I explained 
the situation of homophobia in pro sports and 
the purpose of ending this fear,” Foerster said.
 Robin Lee, a sports fan and sports memora-
bilia collector/dealer from San Francisco, said 
the latest Rogers’ news is “fantastic for the gay 
community and for sports.”
 “We all know there are many athletes who hap-
pen to be gay in professional sports,” said Lee, 
an out lesbian. “Thank goodness for people like 
Robbie Rogers, Jason Collins and [WNBA player] 
Brittney Griner—role models who, by example, 
are leading the way for other athletes to find 
their way out of the closet and to inspire the 
next generation.”
 See www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_
embedded&v=wd66mD7eXf4.
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Gay soccer player
reverses retirement,
makes history
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DUTY TO DISCLOSE DEFECTS WHEN SELLING YOUR HOUSE    

Q. My lover and I are in the process of selling our house. When we bought the house we 
discovered after the closing that the house had asbestos around the basement heating pipes. 
We had the pipes wrapped by a heating contractor to prevent any flaking or peeling of the 
asbestos. What is our legal obligation to inform the buyer of our house of the asbestos?
  A. Most experts agree that residential asbestos in good condition is usually not a health 
risk. For one thing asbestos in homes is usually in minimal amounts and is unlikely to become 
airborne. However, asbestos can impair the resale value of your home as some mortgage lenders 
are requiring that the asbestos be removed from a home. With older homes the four things that a 
buyer is concerned about is mold, the roof, the furnace and the presence of asbestos.
  The residential asbestos problem is also a bigger issue for sellers because of the Illinois 
Residential Real Property Disclosure Act. Under the law all home sellers are required to complete 
a disclosure sheet advising any potential buyers of problems or known defects with the house. 
Question number 15 on the sheet asks if the seller knows there to be any “unsafe concentrations 
of or unsafe conditions relating to asbestos” in the home. All home sellers will have to answer 
this question yes, no or not applicable.
  My advice for the couple in the question is to make a complete disclosure of everything 
known about your house. Such lawsuits can be avoided by using the following safeguards:
      * Sellers should insist that the buyer have the house inspected. If the buyer knows about 
a defect and there is written evidence such as an inspection report, the chances of a lawsuit 
decrease.
     * At the time the seller signs a listing agreement with a realtor the seller should provide the 
realtor with a list of all known defects in the house. The list should be shown to prospective 
buyers so they will be aware of any known defects. The realtor will present the defects to the 
prospective buyer in a neutral way and at the same time stress the positive aspects of the house. 
It’s the realtor’s job to sell the house and put it in the best light possible.
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Robbie 
Rogers. 
Photo 
from 
the 
Chicago 
Fire



May 29, 2013WINDY CITY TIMES 35May 29, 2013WINDY CITY TIMES 35

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

CONNE IONSX MaKe it YOUR BUsiness

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Charles Jones
(773) 935-8700
(773) 915-3271 Cell/Text
cjones@nfwchicago.com
www.nfwchicago.com

Featured on 
Angie’s List 

“2012 Best Contractor 
Achievement”

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects including Wood, 
Laminate, Carpet, Vinyl and Tile.
Window Covering Projects from 
Shades to Shutters to Draperies.

We Bring the 
Showroom

To You®

Schedule a Free Home 
or Office Estimate

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
ilo

ilo
CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
25% off Custom Framing!

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.
• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Divorce/Wills/Trusts  • Real Estate Closings

• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com



May 29, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES36

Photos are for representative purposes only. 36-month closed-end lease offered to qualified customers by MINI Financial Services through participating MINI dealers. $2,559 cash due at signing. Offer 
valid for 10,000 miles per year and subject to credit approval. Offer valid through 05/31/13. *You-ification option credit of $500 will be given toward any factory option. No-Cost Maintenance for 3 years or 
36,000 miles whichever comes first. For details, visit dealer or MINIUSA.COM/INFO. © 2012 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. The MINI name, model names and logo are registered trademarks.

MINI of ChICago
1111 W. Diversey Parkway
Chicago, IL 60614
1.800.NEW.MINI MINIOFChICAgO.COM

Lease A New 2013
MINI Cooper Countryman for 

Plus, get a $500 You-ification Credit and No-Cost Maintenance for 3 years/36,000 miles* 

Per Month
for 36 Months

$245

SoMEoNE’S bEEN
workINg out.
 The bigger, four-door MINI Countryman.

http://www.miniofchicago.com



