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Gov. quinn talks
equal marriage

BY KATE SOSIN

More than a dozen Illinois representatives not voting 
yes on marriage equality have found themselves sitting 
across from Gov. Pat Quinn in recent days, he said.
 Quinn, a strong supporter of SB10, which would le-
galize same-sex marriage in Illinois, said he has been 
pushing lawmakers to pass the bill by the end of May 
when the spring session ends.
 Windy City Times caught up with Quinn and asked 
him about repeated delays on the bill’s passage in the 
House and just how close he thinks sponsors are to 
passing it.
 Windy City Times: Governor, thanks for talking 

with us. Where do things stand this week on the 
bill?
 Gov. Pat Quinn: We’ve been talking to house mem-
bers of both parties, really dozens of them. I’m really 
optimistic we’re within striking distance. Hopefully be-
tween now and the 31st of May, Greg Harris, our spon-
sor, will find a moment to call the bill for a roll call.
 I do believe we are very very close, and we’ve come a 
long, long way.
 WCT: What have your efforts behind the scenes 
looked like on this?
 PQ: First of all, you always work with folks in the 
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Windy City Times welcomes the International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association (IGLTA) to 
Chicago for their 30th annual Global Convention, May 2-4. In this issue, we feature IGLTA’s 
president John Tanzella, plus exciting coverage of Ohio adventures and a fiesta in Puerto 
Vallarta, Mexico (pictured; photo by Jerry Nunn).

Wedding 
Guide

Gay and Lesbian

In the second installment of our Gay & Lesbian Wedding Guide, 
we present business listings, three gay-wedding-friendly 
business profiles, and a feature on local gay couple James and 
Dustin Gavin (pictured).
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BANK ON IT
The second annual “Building Bank 
Pride” event took place at Downtown 
Bar & Lounge.
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BY BOB ROEhR                   
 
The HIV vaccine study known as HVTN 505 was 
shut down April 25 on the recommendation of 
an independent data and safety monitoring 
board (DSMB). The interim analysis found that 
that the vaccine did not prevent HIV infection 
or reduce the viral load of those who became 
infected.
 The study enrolled 2,504 men who have sex 
with men and transgender persons who have sex 
with men, at 21 sites across the United States. 
Half received the scheduled vaccine and half a 
placebo or dummy shots. It began in 2009 and 
the final volunteer was enrolled in March of this 
year.
 Earlier vaccine trials have not been able to pre-
vent HIV infection but they have produced some 
clues on how a vaccine might help strengthen 
the human immune system to better control the 
infection.
 Monkeys infected with SIV, the simian equiva-
lent of HIV, have an immune system that con-
trols their virus so well they live a normal lifes-
pan without signs of disease. The hope was to 
develop a vaccine that could help humans do the 
same. 
  But when the DSMB looked at volunteers who 
had participated in HVTN 505 for at least 28 
weeks—enough time to receive the scheduled 
three vaccinations and generate an immune re-
sponse—it found 14 new HIV infections among 
those who received the vaccine and only nine 
among those who received placebos.
  Even more disturbing, there was no difference 
in the viral load of those who became infected. 
There was no immediate evidence that the vac-
cine had strengthened the immune system to 
better control the initial infection.

 The DSMB recommended that the all injections 
be stopped but participants continue to be mon-
itored and evaluated. The National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which 
sponsored the study, moved to do so. Extending 
the study is likely to increase its cost far beyond 
the $75 million originally budgeted.
 Researchers are left with the task of trying to 
figure out what happened. Thousands of blood 
samples were collected at various time points 
and stored. Now they will have to be analyzed 
to evaluate what, if any, immune response the 
vaccine stimulated. And the volunteers will 
continue to be followed, generating additional 
samples to be studied.
 All of the vaccines that have been developed 
for other diseases work on the same general 
principle; they expose the person or animal to 
a weakened and controlled form of the virus to 
generate antibodies to the invader and prepare 
the immune system to respond more quickly and 
powerfully if and when they later face a natural 
exposure to the pathogen.
 One curious thing about monkeys is that they 
appear to control SIV with just a low level of 
immune activation. In contrast, most humans 
exposed to HIV mount a massive immune re-
sponse to the virus, which in turn feeds upon 
and infects the very CD4 cells that are key to the 
immune response to disease.
 Could it be that the best way to control ini-
tial HIV infection is with a low level immune 
response rather than a large powerful response? 
If that is true, it would stand traditional vaccine 
development strategy on its head, and likely 
mean many more years searching for a vaccine 
for HIV.

another hiV  vaccine 
setback as trial is stopped

reports: lGBT-
rights abuse in 
every region
 The State Department’s latest country 
human-rights reports, released April 19, re-
veals to a range of serious abuses directed at 
LGBT populations in every region, according 
to a press release from the Council for Global 
Equality.
 The reports cite numerous instances of gov-
ernment officials’ complicity in LGBT abuse. 
For instance:
 —In Jamaica, prison wardens reportedly 
were involved in numerous incidents of vio-
lence against gay inmates.
 —In Chile, gay prisoners were denied access 
to hygienic services.
 —In Libya, a government-affiliated brigade 
arrested, detained, and beat 12 allegedly gay 
men who were at a private party.
 The 2012 reports also underscore infringe-
ments of the rights of transgender people, 
including cases of extreme violence and tar-
geted killings.
 To read the full report, see www.globale-
quality.org/newsroom/latest-news/1-in-the-
news/184-humanrightsreports2012.

france approves 
marriage equality
 France has become the 14th country to ap-
prove a law allowing same-sex marriage, ac-
cording to the BBC.
 The bill, which also legalizes adoption by 
gay and lesbian couples, passed 321-225 in 
the French parliament, as Socialist President 
Francois Hollande made the law his flagship 
social reform.

 He is expected to sign the bill once it has 
cleared any challenge in the constitutional 
council.
 The issue of marriage equality split France. 
Recently—despite a police ban—hundreds of 
thousands of people staged a final protest in 
Paris against the measure, the BBC noted in a 
separate piece. There were scuffles and police 
fired tear gas as the protest spilled over onto 
the Champs Elysees, the avenue that runs 
past the president’s palace.
 More protests are expected; thousands of 
police have been deployed in central Paris in 
preparation.

Castro barred from
lGBT event
 Equality Forum—the national LGBT organi-
zation based in Philadelphia—says that the 
U.S. government has refused to allow Mariela 
Castro, an LGBT activist and daughter of Cu-
ba’s president Raúl Castro, to enter the Unit-
ed States to participate in its annual event, 
according to Advocate.com. 
 Mariela Castro, who is executive director of 
the Cuban National Center for Sex Education, 
was to speak on a panel May 4 and accept an 
award at the group’s annual dinner later that 
same day at the National Museum of American 
Jewish History. She was allowed to appear on 
a panel with  Rea Carey, executive director of 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, in 
New York in 2012.

I am often asked: “How can you be 
Gay and Catholic?” Sometimes I want 
to respond by saying: “How can I be a 
philosopher and Catholic?” 
For me both of these questions are es-
sentially related because at their heart 
they both ask how a thinking person 
can belong to a community of faith. To 
my questioner I most often respond: 
“The real question for a Catholic is not 
‘How can you be Gay and Catholic?’ but 
how can you be a Catholic and have sex 
at all?” I don’t mean this response fa-
cetiously or rhetorically. I really mean 
it!
 The teachings of the Catholic Church 

on human sexuality are not primar-
ily based on the Christian Scriptures. 
Rather, they are based upon the think-
ing of Stoic philosophers and upon the 
experience of the early Christians with 
the obscene sexual practices of Roman 
society. 
 Contrary to Hollywood fantasies, the 
Romans were sober, puritanical folk. 
Roman epicureanism, for example, does 
not endorse indulging the senses or 
luxuriating in bodily pleasures. On the 
contrary, it is an ethical system for dis-
ciplining the senses in order to avoid 
pain and create tranquility. Roman sto-
icism, as can be seen in the writings 
of Cicero, likewise champions the he-
roic harnessing of desire to benefit the 
common good. 
 The Roman poet Martial (1st century 
C.E.) satirized the Roman stoical hos-
tility to masturbation in an oft-quoted 
passage in which he accuses his friend 
Ponticus of weakness of character and 
mass murder when he holds his ejacu-
late in his hands. (Roman stoics be-
lieved that semen carried ‘little men,’ 
homunuculi, in its fluids.) 
 Perversely, Roman philosophical 
stoicism was contradicted by Roman 
sexual practices. By the Second Century 
of our Common Era (C.E.), Christians 
lived in a Roman society that slaugh-
tered the newborn, especially female 
babies, that sexually abused slaves, 
that employed abortion as the primary 
form of birth control, and that, simply 

put, understood and used sex as pow-
er, as a way to dominate and exploit 
another person. In this context, the 
Roman Church developed a deep sus-
picion of human sexual desires and a 
low tolerance for any abuse of the gift 
of life, steadfastly opposing all forms 
of genocide and infanticide, and, in the 
process, conflating masturbation, birth 
control, and homosexual acts with un-
natural behavior. 
 This philosophical suspicion of hu-
man appetite was matched by the reli-
gious ideal of the martyr who through 
chastity and celibacy gives witness 
(the original meaning of the word ‘mar-

tyr’) to the imminent 
coming of the reign of 
God, whether in one’s 
heart or in heaven or 
on earth. At the time 
of Jesus and of the 
early Christians, even 
Judaism (which today 
proudly embraces a 
positive attitude to-
ward human sexuality, 
procreation and life-in-
the-world) was riddled 
with eschatological 
and apocalyptic sects 
that separated them-
selves from the world 
and preached a life of 
chaste celibacy and rig-

orous asceticism.
 The Roman Church fused the religious 
ideal of the martyr with the stoical 
ideal of the philosopher saint into the 
Catholic ideal of the celibate monk who 
free of distraction contemplates God 
and works for the common good. In 
Western Christianity this ideal became 
the norm for all Christians. Not just 
monks. 
 This reactionary posture to human 
passions in general and to human sex-
ual desire in particular so dominated 
Western Christian thinking that Au-
gustine of Hippo, putatively the great-
est Christian thinker of early Western 
Christianity, had a hard time accepting 
the idea that sexual intercourse, even 
within the sacred constraints of Chris-
tian marriage, was NOT tainted by sin. 
Augustine’s suspicion of sexual inter-
course was so profound that he even 
theorized that ‘original sin’ is somehow 
communicated to the conceived child 
in the act of sexual intercourse. 
 Unfortunately, this chaining of eros, 
based in fear and reaction, has shack-
led Catholic thinking in sexual ethics. 
The idea that every act of sex must 
intrinsically and without any obstacle 
lead to the possibility of conception 
has prevented the formation of a truly 
Christian and truly human understand-
ing of our sexuality, based on a scien-
tific and rational study of the human 
person (both animal and spiritual) and 
on the principles of the Gospels.

Nick Patricca is professor emeritus at Loyola University Chicago, president of 
Chicago Network and playwright emeritus at Victory Gardens Theater.

open To Thinking
BY NICK PATRICCA 

Gay and Catholic?!:  
eros Chained   

“The idea that every act of 
sex must intrinsically and 
without any obstacle lead to 
the possibility of conception 
has prevented the formation 
of a truly Christian and truly 
human understanding of our 
sexuality.”



BY MATThEW C. CLARK

Services & Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE) re-
leased a policy report in April for National Mi-
nority Health Month that highlighted the rapidly 
growing population of LGBT elders of color and 
the disparities in healthcare they face. The re-
port, titled “Health Equity and LGBT Elders of 
Color: Recommendations for Policy and Prac-
tice,” brings together various research and cen-
sus data to make 10 policy recommendations.
 According to the report, the population of 
adults 65 and older will more than double in 
the next four decades. By 2050, it says, Latino, 
Black, Asian and Pacific Islander, American Indi-
an and Alaska Native people will comprise more 
than 40 percent of this population and the LGBT 
older adult population will more than double in 
size to approximately 3 million.
 Founded in 1978, SAGE is a national organiza-
tion dedicated to improving the lives of LGBT 
older adults.
 The report states that LGBT elders of color of-
ten face heightened health disparities.
 “For example, employment discrimination has 
shaped the long-term financial stability of many 
LGBT elders of color, many of whom are con-
centrated in sectors with low wages, few labor 
protections, routine discrimination and limited 
health and savings options,” it states. “Econom-
ic security is core to the health and well-being 
of LGBT elders of color.”
 It states that, among other things, LGBT el-
ders of color, experience higher rates of illness, 
isolation, disability and premature death.
 The 10 recommendations made in the re-
port addressed issues such as greater access of 
healthcare under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
strengthening Social Security Benefits, housing 
security, strengthening response to HIV and ag-
ing and the inclusion of transition-related care 
in federally funded health programs.
 Britta Larson—director of senior services for 
the Center on Halsted, a SAGE affiliate—told 
Windy City Times that older LGBT adults have 
a harder time earlier in their lives, often begin-
ning around 55. Larson said health, finances and 
isolation are the most pressing of those difficul-
ties.
 “Programs that are already reaching LGBT old-
er adults are even more so needed for LGBT older 
adults of color because of the financial dispari-
ties that community faces,” she said. “It makes 
them even more vulnerable and in great needs of 
services.”
 The report praised the ACA for providing nu-
merous opportunities to address these dispari-
ties, such as the expansion of Medicaid and 
private insurance, and a greater focus on pre-
ventative care.
 “Beneficiaries who are dually eligible for Med-
icaid and Medicare are low-income and elderly/
disabled individuals—and more likely to be 
women of color,” it stated.
 Larson said soon to be implemented policy 
changes with the ACA need to be translated for 
service providers and elders receiving medical 
care.
 “To make sure that service providers like my-
self fully understand the changes so that we can 
communicate that to the seniors, I think that’s 
going to be huge,” she said. “Because if they 
don’t know that a service is available for them 
or that they qualify for medical care where they 
didn’t before they won’t access it.”
 Director of Communications for Center on Hal-
sted Tom Elliott told Windy City Times that the 
report makes several mentions how federal and 
state policy makers need to do a better job of 
working with community centers like Center on 
Halsted.
 “There’s a mention in the part about the Af-
fordable Care Act that really asks for the per-

spectives of LGBT older adults, to inform policy 
makers about the best decisions for them, for 
their community,” he said.
 The report made repeated mention of expe-
riences of anxiety, loneliness and isolation for 
LGBT elders.
 Larson stated that isolation is by far one of 
the biggest challenges LGBT elders experience.
 “LGBT older adults are a very invisible popula-
tion for a lot for reasons,” she said.
 Larson said a youth-driven culture, the de-
sexualization of older adults in our society and 
the need to go back into the closet by older 
LGBT adults all contribute to those experiences 
of isolation. Larson also pointed to the common 
formation of non-biological, chosen families in 
the LGBT community, generational families that 
often age together.
 “When you’re 80 your friends are 80. And so 
who helps you in the aging process when you’re 
friends are 80 right along with you?” she said. 

“That support system because very fragile and 
vulnerable with time and with age.”
 Statistics highlighted in the report include 
that 90 percent of Black and Latino elders do not 
have enough income to sustain them through 
retirement, and that 40 percent of transgen-
der elders between the ages of 55 and 64 have 

served in the U.S. military.
 Elliott said that these goals, many of which 
call for legislative action, while reflective of 
how the system-at-large hasn’t kept up with the 
needs of LGBT people of color, there is room for 
policy decisions to move forward.
 “Just earlier this year the Violence Against 
Women Act passed after eleven years of it being 
introduced into Congress,” he said. “And for the 
first time LGBT protections were included.”
 Larson said while putting the national report 
into a context for Chicago is important, it is also 
important to think of elders who live in rural or 
more conservative settings, where services for 
LGBT elders is not available.
 “The seniors we are already serving here at 
Center on Halsted do identify as isolated and 
lonely, and we’re trying to fill that need and 
meet that need as best we can,” she said. “But 
what about all the other LGBT older adults in the 
nation who do not... and how lonely and isolat-
ing that must feel for them.”
 Information regarding volunteering with Cen-
ter on Halsted’s senior program can be found at 
http://www.centeronhalsted.org/senior.
 The full SAGE report can be found at http://
sageusa.org/files/Sage_PolicyBrief_HealthEqui-
ty.pdf.
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BY ChUCK COLBERT
 
An invitation to the cardinal archbishop to cel-
ebrate a community Mass for gay and lesbian 
Catholics has sparked discord, if not division, 
among some local LGBT faithful and beyond. At 
the same time, others view the invitation as a 
good thing, an opportunity for hospitality and 
dialogue. 
 The occasion of the liturgy is June 16 when 
the Chicago Archdiocesan Lesbian and Gay Out-
reach ministry (AGLO) marks its 25th anniver-
sary and Francis Cardinal George presides at the 
weekly 7 p.m. Mass, held in Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel on Belmont Avenue, located in Boystown, 
the heart of the city’s gay enclave.
 News of disagreement sounded several weeks 
ago in a Rainbow Sash Movement Web posting. 
There, the organization’s executive director, Joe 
Murray, scolded AGLO’s executive committee for 
“a reckless, divisive course of action” in inviting 
George and by “ignoring the reality of the car-
dinal’s long, antagonistic, and biased relation-
ship with the Chicago LGBT community over the 
years.” 
 Murray was referring the cardinal’s highly vis-
ible and vocal advocacy against same-sex mar-
riage and full LGBT equality under civil law. In 
an effort to derail a same-sex marriage bill in 
the state legislature, George recently formed 
an alliance with African American clergy to de-
nounce the measure.
 Murray also objected to the cardinal’s promo-
tion of “the ridiculous idea that AGLO support 
celibacy for its membership.” 
 In fact, when George spoke to a gathering 
of AGLO members at Mass in February 2004, 
he stated “AGLO was begun as a way to assure 
gays and lesbians the spiritual gifts, the means 
of grace to live chastely in the Church, in con-
formity with Christian morality. That remains 
AGLO’s purpose,” according to a transcript of his 
remarks.
 If George continues his anti-gay rhetoric and 
celebrates the Mass on June 16, said Murray, “He 
will be met with open opposition.”
  More recently, in a letter to the editor of this 
publication, Murray stepped up his criticism of 
AGLO and Cardinal George. 
 “The Rainbow Sash Movement opposes the 
cardinal’s visit because over the years he has 
personally opposed every bit of LGBT legislation 
that seeks to promote the human dignity of this 
community. He has told lies about our love for 
one another and has used the pulpit in his ca-
thedral to mount a war against gay marriage and 
gay adoption; in other words, he has promoted 
bigotry against us. As if that is not bad enough 
he has been silent in the face of bigotry directed 
against us that promotes violence,” wrote Mur-
ray. 
  “The only metaphor that comes to mind is that 
of inviting Hitler to a remembrance service for 
holocaust victims,” Murray added.
 For its part, the Gay Liberation Network 
said it would coordinate a protest outside the 
church. “Our argument is with the hierarchy of 
the church, the bishops, and Vatican leaders 
who have been vocal and sometimes hateful in 
their opposition to our equality in civil society,” 
spokesperson Bob Schwartz said in e-mail cor-
respondence.
  The Gay Liberation Network, he said, was most 
irked with George’s likening some gay activists 
in their opposition to the Catholic Church to the 
Ku Klux Klan. 
 “You don’t want the gay liberation movement 
to morph into something like the Ku Klux Klan, 
demonstrating in the streets against Catholi-
cism,” George told Fox News Chicago in an inter-
view, which aired on Christmas 2011. He subse-
quently apologized for the comment.

 “We think George’s remark was likely aimed at 
our group, said Schwartz.
  The history of AGLO’s founding dates back to 
October 1986 when the Vatican issued a letter 
on the “Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons,” 
in which then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, now 
Pope Emeritus, used the language of “objective 
disorder” to describe the “homosexual inclina-
tion” and “intrinsic evil” to explain “homosexual 
acts.
 The letter also held out mandatory, life-long 
celibacy as the only way to sexual morality.
  At the time, Dignity/Chicago, like other chap-
ters of the national organization, was celebrat-
ing Mass in Catholic churches.
 When Dignity could not abide with the call 
to celibacy, the late Cardinal Joseph Bernardin 
notified the local chapter that it could no lon-
ger celebrate Mass in Catholic space because the 
archdiocese “does not endorse organizations 
‘which assume a position of advocacy against 
Church teaching.’”
 Bernardin then established AGLO, which cel-
ebrated its first Mass on June 5, 1988.
  Attempts to reach members of AGLO’s execu-
tive committee for comments were unsuccess-
ful. However, during telephone interviews half a 
dozen AGLO members offered varying points of 
views, both pro and con, on the cardinal’s pres-
ence at the anniversary celebration.
 Geoff Duffy, who has served two years as choir 
director, does not support the AGLO executive 
committee’s invitation to the cardinal. “I can’t 
believe they would consider asking him con-
sidering all that he has done all year speaking 
out against our rights and what we stand for,” 
Duffy said. “I can’t imagine what credibility he 
could possibly have that Sunday evening, how 
he could get up and look that group in the face 
and have anything to say that would actually 
matter.”
 Duffy told the board he would not direct music 
for the June 16 liturgy. He is stepping down as 
choir director in early June.
 Brenna Cronin, choir member and cantor, is 
torn. “For me as a music minister, I will have to 
make a decision. My heart says that I want to be 
there that day and minister for my community,” 
she said. “At the same time I want to stand on 
the sidewalk with Joe Murray and hold a candle 
to show my protest.”
 Cronin’s predicament underscores the tension 
gay and lesbian Catholics experience in balanc-
ing their faith with anti-gay church teaching 
and harsh rhetoric from the hierarchy and in 
reconciling their sexual identity with a sexual 
ethic that requires of them life-long celibacy.
 “How I reconcile all of my life and all I am 
with the church,” she explained, “All I know is 
that I was touched at a very young age and pro-
foundly influenced by the power of the Spirit.”
 Cronin also has a girlfriend of three years. “I 
have every intention of spending the rest of my 
life with her,” she said. “I am very traditional 
and want her to go from girlfriend to fiancée to 
wife.”
 An AGLO member for 10 years, Steve Engles 
has “mixed feelings,” he said. “Any time you 
have the cardinal of the archdiocese celebrate 
the Mass at a special function, it’s always im-
portant. I have great respect for the man, and 
his position within the Church, despite the fact 
we may share different views on practicing the 
Catholic faith.”
 “That being said, I do have some issues. Five 
to ten years ago, he did have some inflammato-
ry remarks that had a significant impact on the 
AGLO community. Personally, I know people who 
stopped coming because of that. I didn’t take 
the level of offense that some people did and 
wasn’t going to let his remarks keep me from 
practicing my religion and attending AGLO.”

  Added Engles, “My faith is very important to 
me and AGLO is very important. That’s why I 
have mixed feelings. I am glad that he is join-
ing us and hoping it does not have a negative 
impact on the AGLO community, depending on 
what he has to say.” 
 Like Cronin, Engles said that he “has a strong 
relationship with God. Like Cronin, he also has 
a partner. Reconciling his faith with having a 
life partner, said Engles, “I am okay with that. I 
won’t let the church keep us from getting mar-
ried, if that is what we decide to do—have a 
civil marriage ceremony.”
 In all, Engles said he is 100 percent behind 
the AGLO executive committee’s choice of the 
cardinal as Mass celebrant. At the same time he 
voiced concern about “the scathing criticism 
Rainbow Sash Movement has for the AGLO ex-
ecutive board.”  
 Yet another long time AGLO member, in at-
tendance when the cardinal last presided, voiced 
mixed feelings. “I’ve been wrestling with it, am 
a little nervous, plan on attending, and will 
hope for the best” he said, requesting not to 
be identified. “I can see both sides, why some 
people see [the invitation] as a good thing and 
hope it will be a reconciliation and others are 
disturbed and feel demeaned that AGLO invited 
him and he’s attending. I feel some of that.” 
 For Gordon Nary, the cardinal’s presiding is all 
about respect. “(Re, re, re, re) ‘spect,” he said, 
citing Aretha Franklin. “We owe respect to our 
church officials, as well as to our political of-
ficials. We may not agree with all they do, but 
we also don’t agree with all our family does. The 
fundamental issue is respect.”
 Nary also voiced appreciation for archdiocese’s 
longstanding support for ministry with gays and 
lesbians. “The people at AGLO may not appre-
ciate the history of LGBT people with different 
dioceses,” he said. “This diocese is paramount in 
the US for providing a place, a specific space for 
the community to go.”
 An AGLO member since 1996, Mike Cobey also 
supports the executive committee’s invitation to 
the cardinal. “I am happy he is coming,” said 
Cobey, adding, “I am hoping there is a little bit 
of dialogue with him, which we did get to do the 
last time he came.” 
  Cobey was referring the time George spent at 
the social hour after Mass in 2004 when “the 
cardinal hung around for a long time and spoke 
to everyone who wanted to speak with him,” he 
said. 
  “I talked to him pretty strenuously and told 
him how I felt, “Cobey added. “I hope to get 
the opportunity again because the cardinal is 
opposing the same-sex marriage bill.”
 In addition to the June 16 Sunday evening 
Mass, AGLO’s 25th anniversary celebration in-
cludes a night out at the Lyric Opera and a gala 
dinner to be held either Friday or Saturday, June 

14 and 15, said Rick Guasco, a co-chair of the 
“Faith and Pride” festivities. Interested persons 
are encouraged to join any of the six anniver-
sary planning committees, which include are ad 
book, history, publicity, social events, spiritual 
events, and volunteer action, he said.
 Guasco, who first went to AGLO 15 to 20 years 
ago, said, “I loved the idea of going to Mass that 
was being celebrated in the church itself. Just 
knowing that it was organized by gay people, 
that the archdiocese endorsed it—that made me 
feel complete.”
  Because of his feeling of completion, said 
Guasco, “I didn’t need to reconcile being gay 
and Catholic. I still get that sense of faith and 
community. I cannot say enough. It just feels 
complete.” 
 In all, “I take it as a good thing that a con-
servative cardinal wants to come celebrate Mass 
with us,” said Guasco.
  Outside the immediate AGLO community, other 
LGBT Catholic ministry organizations voiced sup-
port for the cardinal’s invitation.
  “While it is true that Cardinal George has said 
some damaging things about LGBT people, I 
don’t see that excluding him from presiding at 
AGLO’s 25th anniversary liturgy will be produc-
tive,” said Francis DeBernardo, executive direc-
tor of New Ways Ministry. “I see the invitation 
as an opportunity for AGLO members and friends 
to dialogue with the cardinal, and I think that 
we need more opportunities in the church for 
the hierarchy to dialogue with LGBT Catholics. 
I don’t see the invitation as a reward for good 
behavior.”
 In the same breath, DeBernardo voiced dis-
appointment over George’s organizing against 
same-sex marriage. “I think it is a shame that 
Cardinal George has decided to form an alliance 
with ministers from other denominations to 
present a united front against marriage equal-
ity,” said DeBernardo. “Instead of reaching out 
to members of other Christian churches, Cardinal 
George should be spending his time and energy 
meeting with and dialoguing with members of 
the Catholic Church who support marriage equal-
ity so that he could better understand the deep 
spiritual and faith-based reasons for their posi-
tion.”
 A recent Quinnipiac University poll (March 
2013) found increased Catholic support for 
same-sex marriage nationwide, with 54 percent 
of American Catholic voters favoring it and 37 
percent opposing it.
  For his part, Chris Pett, chapter president of 
Dignity/Chicago, said. “There is no controversy 
from our end. AGLO is a recognized ministry of 
the archdiocese. The cardinal has a right to go 
[to the community liturgy] and speak to it.”
 ©Copyright. Chuck Colbert. All rights re-
served.

Tension emerge as
aGlo marks 25 years

The Rainbow Sash Movement’s Joe Murray.
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Illinois Congressman Luis Gutierrez (4th) says 
that immigration reform will “definitely” include 
LGBT people.
 Gutierrez, long seen as supportive on LGBT 
rights, said that LGBT inclusion in the immigra-
tion bill is necessary. Gutierrez is among eight 
U.S. reps. negotiating immigration reform in the 
House.
 His statements come after a bipartisan group 
of senators introduced an immigration bill that 
did not cover LGBT families, much to the disap-
pointment of LGBT rights groups.
 Gutierrez said that including LGBT couples in 
the bill will be harder sell in the Republican-

controlled House than in the Senate, but that 
he supports inclusion. 
 “The LGBT community will definitely be in-
cluded in immigration reform with more than 
250,000 LGBT undocumented who stand to get 
legal status and others who will have an op-
portunity to come legally through broader legal 
channels for family and work visas,” Gutierrez 
said in a statement to Windy City Times. “The 
big question is whether same sex bi-national 
couples will be recognized for the purposes of 
our family immigration system and I think they 
should.” 
 Gutierrez was also among those backing the 
Uniting American Families Act (UAFA), anoth-
er bill that would provide citizenship routes 
for same-sex bi-national couples. UAFA could 
be tacked on to the current Senate bill as an 
amendment. 

 A spokesperson for Gutierrez said the House 
bill will resemble the Senate bill with some ex-
ceptions. 
 Full coverage on the Senate bill is available 
at www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Battle-
over-LGBT-immigration-status-begins/42476.
html.

Chicago’s Black Pride
organizations unite
 A merger of Chicago Black Prides will combine 
Chicago Windy City Black Pride, Windy City Black 
Pride and United Black Pride.
 Collectively, the two organizations produced 
more than 20 years of Black Pride Week activi-
ties in Chicago. The two organizations will now 
dissolve as a result of the merger, and United 
Black Pride (UBP) will continue to honor the 
legacy of Black Pride Week and the history of 
the Black LGBT experience in Chicago.
 Jesse Hinton, who formerly led Chicago Windy 
City Black Pride, will serve as president of the 
newly formed United Black Pride organization. 
Hinton said, “The annual Black Pride tradition 
represents a unique opportunity when we can 
come together as a family to celebrate our 
unique experience and appreciate the diversity 
of our community. We are excited to join forces 
as a single, collective body to honor our tradi-
tion and embrace a new future.”
 Nikki Sarver, from the Windy City Black Pride 
organization, stated, “We are excited about 
working together in one organization and em-
barking upon a new direction through unity.”
 UBP is already developing upcoming major 
events. A gala, “The Colors are Red & Pink,” 
will be in recognition of HIV/AIDS and breast 
cancer awareness in the Black LGBT community. 
The colors red and pink also serve to acknowl-
edge the new organization’s strong support in 
the fight for Illinois marriage equality with the 
creation of the “The Tied Together” emblem. 
Tied Together- Equal Rights= Human Rights=Civil 
Rights.
 The annual Chicago Black Pride will continue 
to engage the community in a variety of activi-
ties from health literacy, public policy, cultural 
tradition, and performing arts through work-
shops and social events.
 See www.UBPride.com.

angela davis event
May 3 at chapel 
 Feminist/activist Angela Davis will lecture 
at an event entitled “Feminism and Abolition: 
Theories and Practices for the 21st Century.” It 
will take place Friday, May 3, 7:30-9 p.m., at the 
Rockefeller Memorial Chapel, 5850 S. Woodlawn 
Ave.
 The lecture is free and open to the public. See 
http://gendersexuality.uchicago.edu.

Gutierrez: lGBTs will
‘definitely’ be included 
in immigration bill

U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez.

Bradley Manning 
no longer 
parade marshal
 Reacting to a wave of criticism, the presi-
dent of San Francisco’s annual gay pride cel-
ebration said that Bradley Manning—the U.S. 
Army private charged in a massive leak of U.S. 
secrets to the WikiLeaks website—will not be 
an honorary grand marshal after all, accord-
ing to an Associated Press item. 
 SF Pride Board President Lisa Williams said 
in a statement that an employee of the or-
ganization had prematurely notified Manning 
that he had been selected for the distinction. 
Some gay-rights activists, especially those 
with military connections, were against cel-
ebrating Manning, who is in custody at a mili-
tary prison in Kansas while he awaits court-
martial and would have been unable to attend 
the June 30 parade.
 Indybay.org has reported that some believe 
that Manning is transgender. The site added 
that “what is more disconcerting is that the 
San Francisco Pride Committee does not ap-
pear to have any transgender people on their 
staff nor Board of Directors.”
 The Advocate reports that several LGBT ac-
tivists are calling for a protest against the 
reversal. Michael Petrelis, Tommi Avicolli 
Mecca and Lisa Geduldig said that SF Pride 
is wrong, with Petrelis telling The Advocate, 
“Our message to SF Pride is that they should 
make Manning a grand marshal of this year’s 
Pride march and celebration because of his 
brave act of whistleblowing against the mili-
tary industrial complex. We are fed up with 
marriage and military concerns sucking the 
oxygen out of what used to be a queer move-
ment and Pride march and celebration about 
social justice for queers.”

enda reintroduced 
in senate
 The Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA) in Congress was reintroduced in the 
U.S. Senate April 25, according to the Huff-
ington Post.
 ENDA has been introduced in Congress reg-
ularly since the mid-1990s without ever being 
passed.
 Co-sponsors include Democrats Jeff Merkley 
(Ore.), Tom Harkin (Iowa) and Tammy Baldwin 
(Wis.) as well as Republicans Mark Kirk (Ill.) 
and Susan Collins (Maine). A companion bill 
has been introduced in the House by Reps. 
Jared Polis (D-Colo.) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-Fla.).
 While some states offer protection based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity, it is 
still legal in 29 states to fire members of the 
LGBT community due to their sexual orienta-
tion and in 34 states because of their gender 
identity, according to CivilRights.org. ENDA 

would ban this type of discrimination in all 
states.
 A joint statement from the ACLU, Lambda 
Legal, the National Center for Lesbian Rights 
and the Transgender Law Center reflected a 
mixed reaction to the development because 
of a religious exemption. “It could provide re-
ligiously affiliated organizations—far beyond 
houses of worship—with a blank check to 
engage in employment discrimination against 
LGBT people,” the statement reads, in part.

aBa recognizes 
out gay attorney 
at  Chicago event
 At the American Bar Association’s (ABA’s) 
annual litigation conference in Chicago, Or-
lando, Fla., attorney Larry Smith became the 
first openly gay recipient of the diversity 
leadership award for advocating diversity in 
the legal profession.
 The ABA established the award in 2008 to 
recognize individuals who have demonstrated 
a commitment to promoting full and equal 
participation in the legal profession.
 In 1999, Smith became the first openly gay 
member of Florida’s Supreme Court Commis-
sion on Professionalism, with the goal of pro-
moting diversity and inclusion of all people. 
He also helped found the first local bar as-
sociation for LGBT attorneys and students in 
Orlando, the Central Florida Gay and Lesbian 
Law Association, only the second chapter of 
its kind in Florida.

legacy Project spring
gala luncheon May 10 
 The Legacy Project will hold its spring gala 
luncheon Friday, May 10, in the Empire Room 
of the Palmer House Hilton, 17 E. Monroe St.
 WGN-TV’s Dean Richards will host the event. 
The keynote speaker will be Aaron Jackson of 
Equality House. Jackson recently was in the 
news for building his organization’s structure 
across the street from Rev. Fred Phelps’ West-
boro Baptist Church in Kansas.
 In addition, the 2013 candidate plaques 
will be unveiled at the event.
 Tickets are $125-$225; see http://Legacy-
ProjectChicago.org.

Keith haring
Legacy Walk
plaque,
unveiled
last year.
Photo from
Victor Salvo

“For any little boy who ever 
wore ruby slippers (or a pointy 
black hat) on Halloween…”

“A valentine to the city of Chicago, and a gift 
for everyone who loves the Wizard of Oz.”

 
Author Tom Mula
will be reading and signing copies of

The Hackers of Oz
 
Wednesday, May 15 at 7:30
Women & Children First
5233 N. Clark
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

For Men AND Women
Embassy Neograft and Aesthetic 
Center is Chicago’s Leader in 
Advanced, Permanent, Natural 
Hair Transplant & Restoration

• No incisions
• No scars
• No staples
• No stitches
• We repair linear scars

www.embassystudio.com

For more info or to schedule an appointment, contact us at:
312-642-9800 • embassystu@sbcglobal.net

747 N. LaSalle St., Suite 200, Chicago

http://www.embassystudio.com


May 1, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES8

BY ROSS FORMAN

Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil recently received 
a car from his dad, a surprise that was the first 
expensive gift he’s ever received from the king.
 Times have changed for Indian royals.
 Gohil is openly gay and his parents had dis-
owned him upon hearing the news of his com-
ing-out, and neighbors burned him in effigy in 
the streets.
 “I am enjoying life to the maximum possible,” 
Gohil said in an email interview. He is still 
“fighting the religious leaders in the Supreme 
Court and waiting for the final judgment,” re-
garding gay rights. Gohil is, admittedly, “single 
and ready to mingle.”
 Gohil arrives in Chicago Friday, May 3, and will 
be staying in town for five nights, with a TV 
appearance Monday, May 6, on the WGN Midday 
Show, among other events.
 “Things are pretty good back home, busy with 
life as usual,” said Gohil, 47, who admitted it is 
“very difficult to find a selfless person to date.”
 So who is Mr. Right for Mr. Royalty?
 “I prefer brains over beauty,” he said.
 Gohil, who said Indian classical music is a 
hobby of his, is learning to play a harmonium. 
He is also an organic farmer and yoga teacher.
 “I have to maintain a balance between my 
royal lifestyle versus my gay lifestyle, which is 
very challenging,” he said. “When I am fulfilling 
my royal duties, I have to forget I am gay, and 
vice versa. It’s easy to say, but difficult in prac-
tice.”
 Gohil said he has always loved visiting Chica-
go, and that the goal for this trip is “networking 
and coming together as one family to fight gay 
rights and prevent [the further] spread of HIV.”
 As for the city itself, Gohil said he enjoys the 
“architectural marvels of the skyscrapers.” And 
yes, he does plan to visit Boystown, “of course.”
 “I am just a human being who has commit-
ted one’s life toward the goal of ‘Free Gay India’ 
and fighting the hypocrites of the society,” Go-
hil said. “Being gay in India is always attached 
with stigma and discrimination.”
 Still, Gohil is developing a retirement home 
for gays, which will be one of the first of its kind 
in Asia, he said.

 Gohil in 2000 started Lakshya Trust, which he 
is now the chairman, an organization dedicated 
to HIV/AIDS education and prevention for gay 
and bisexual men. “Lakshya is expanding its ac-
tivities. It has started mentoring and nurturing 
new groups and preparing second leadership and 
aiming toward self-sustainability,” he said. 
 Gohil also has a new 501(c)(3) charity, Ekta 
Transglobal Foundation, and will be hosting a 
private fundraiser for it at the home of Jay Paul 
Deratany while in Chicago. For more information 
about the Prince’s work with his global mission, 
go to www.EktaTransglobal.org.
 The event is Saturday, May 4. Email info@
EktaTransglobal.org.

Gay indian prince
heads for Chicago

Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil. Photo courtesy of Gohil

Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil. Photo courtesy 
of Gohil
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A new mentoring program for LGBT students 
will launch at Lincoln Park High School—the 
brainchild of the school’s dean of students, 
who happens to be a straight, married woman.
 “My background in research is working with 
LGBT students and identity development; that 
was a big area that I focused on while I was 
in graduate school at Indiana University,” 
said Christy Walker, 28. “This is something 
that I’ve always been passionate about, and 
in education I think it’s really important that 
we’re teaching inclusion and equality.”
 The Lincoln Park Youth Society, as it will be 
known, officially kicked off earlier this year, 
mixing monthly social events with a mentor-
ing program for high school students with 
area college and graduate-level students who 
also identify as LGBT a la Big Brothers Big 
Sisters.
 Lincoln Park High School, with about 2,300 
students, does not have a gay-straight alli-
ance. Walker said the Youth Society could be a 
model program for all Chicago Public Schools.
 “When I came to Lincoln Park [High School 
this past September], it was just natural for 
me; I saw that there wasn’t really anything in 

place for LGBT students,” Walker said. “Within 
the first three weeks of being here, I had a 
young lesbian come in [to my office] and saw 
that she didn’t have a mentor in her life. So 
this is a population that I wanted to create a 
support network for here at Lincoln Park.”
 Nico Lang—a DePaul University graduate 
student and a former associate director for 
The Civil Rights Agenda—is helping form the 
organization and working with the mentors. 
He also is an LGBT community activist and 
noted blogger.
 “The big thing for me is, we build a solid 
foundation and then allow the program to 
grow because I want it to be successful and I 
want it to be something that has longevity,” 
Walker said.

 “Back in the day, people tried to teach 
tolerance. But it’s more than just tolerance; 
it’s acceptance, engaging in diverse perspec-
tives. I see this as a stepping stone to creat-
ing awareness and education at Lincoln Park 
about the diverse identities of the students 
who go here, and to really prepare them for 
the next step [in life] since we are college 
preparatory school.”
 Walker stressed the program will be highly 
confidential for those who participate, un-
less they want to personally publicize their 
involvement.
 “We really want this to be a good experi-
ence for the students and also for the men-
tors,” Walker said. “I think it’s great that 
there are so many college students and gradu-
ate-[level] students who want to give back to 
[high school] students in this area and help 
with the students’ identity development.”
 Walker wants to eventually include teachers 
who want to support the program.
 She has had verbal interest from at least 
six students—two females, four males, with 
all years in school represented—who want to 
participate.
 There have not been any LGBT bullying-re-
lated issues this school year at Lincoln Park, 
Walker said.
 “I think the whole thing is building a [re-
lationship] with the students,” said Walker, 
who noted that she has “many close friends 
and family members who identify within the 
[LGBT] community, so I’ve always been a 
strong advocate for [this community.]
 “All students should feel welcome and never 
feel biased, based on who they are.”

Congregation or
Chadash welcomes
new rabbi
BY KATE SOSIN

LGBT Jewish organization Congregation or 
Chadish is getting a new rabbi.
 The Chicago-based group has announced 
that Rabbi Cindy Enger will be filling that role 
come July. 
 Enger, who previously worked in Chicago 
as a lawyer, is a former president and service 
leader of the organization.
 She will be moving from Bellingham, Wash., 
where she served as rabbi at Congregation 
Beth Israel for seven years. Her past experi-
ence also includes serving as director of the 
Hewish Program at the FaithTrust Institute, 
an organization that works to end sexual and 
domestic violence. 
 Enger, who identifies as a lesbian, said she 
is excited to relocate to Illinois, where equal 
marriage appears to be on the horizon. She 
said she hopes to encourage a deepened com-
munal spiritual experience in her new role at 
Congregation Or Chadish.
 “I’m very excited,” Enger said. “It’s a great 
opportunity with lots of potential to grow 
with the community and to deepen what it 
means to be in synagogue community togeth-
er.” 
 The organization’s current rabbi is Larry Ed-
wards.
 Congregation or Chadash was founded in 
1975 in response to prejudice against LGBT 
Jews in other synagogues at that time. 

lincoln Park high
school starts lGBT
mentor program

Christy Walker. Photo courtesy of Walker
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An anti-gay marriage march held in Logan 
square turned tense as demonstrators from op-
posite sides of the issue came face-to-face in 
the street April 27.
 More than 200 anti-gay protesters assembled 
at Palmer Square Park to rally against equal mar-
riage. A counter protest of approximately 100 
LGBT people and allies arrived to greet them. 
The two sides shouted each other down in the 
park before marching south to Humboldt Park 
in an ongoing confrontation that fluctuated be-
tween friendly and explosive. 
 “Equal rights for all!” pro-gay demonstrators 
yelled in Spanish.
 “One woman, one man!” anti-gay marchers 
shouted back. 
 The LGBT contingent led the march, some-
times trying to block anti-gay demonstrators 
from continuing down the street. 
 Among those marching for equal marriage was 
Mikey Corona, a young Latino man who hopes to 

marry his fiancé. Corona said he was disheart-
ened to see other Latinos protesting against 
equal marriage rights.
 “I am hoping that [the pro-LGBT presence] 
will bring about some kind of switch that will 
make them see I’m just like them,” Corona said. 
“It’s disturbing to see when it’s your own ethnic 
race that is holding daggers at you.”
  Among those at the front of the anti-LGBT 
contingent was Rev. Luis Ruiz of Christian As-
sembly Rios de Agua Viva. Ruiz said that he was 
marching, “in favor of people as prescribed by 
the word of God.”
 Ruiz, who carried a Bible throughout the 
march, engaged LGBT activists in heated ar-
guments that, at times, bordered on shouting 
matches.
 In other moments, however, both groups 
shouted words of love at each other. Two women 
ended a fierce debate with a hug. 
 The anti-gay rally is among several planned 
through mid-May, aimed at showing opposition 
to a bill that would legalize equal marriage. 
Those demonstrations are organized by the Il-
linois Family Institute (IFI), an anti-gay orga-
nization. LGBT groups have vowed to counter 

them.
 But while most of the actions seem to target 
lawmakers, many of those at the front of the 
anti-gay contingent said they did not know why 
the march had been held in Logan Square and 
Humboldt Park, where district lawmakers seems 
to be decided on the issue.
 The march ended without incident when anti-
gay protesters arrived at a rally outside Casa 
Puertorriqueña. That center has hosted Amigas 
Latinas events in past years, according to LGBT 
activists. 
 The pro-LGBT march was organized by Robert 
Castillo, a longtime LGBT Latino activist and Lo-
gan Square resident, as well as Gay Liberation 
Network.
 More photos are at www.windycitymedia-
group.com/lgbt/Counter-protests-on-mar-
riage-equality-held-in-Logan-Square/42547.
html. The video is at www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=djq50MkO5II&feature=youtu.be.
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March over marriage bill turns 
into logan square face-off

Supporters and opponents of marriage equality face off Saturday in Logan Square. Photo by Kate 
Sosin

LGBT-rights advocate Robert Castillo at the 
rally. Photo by Kate Sosin

http://www.livenation.com


community, both individuals and organizations. 
I’ve been inspired by the efforts of so many 
groups—Equality Illinois, Lambda Legal. I was 
very happy to see the NAACP come out in favor 
of marriage equality. The fact that we’re voting 
on this bill in Springfield, the home of Abraham 
Lincoln, I think is a very important message to 
our country and to our world that Illinois. ... We 
want to make sure we send a message of equal 
rights and fairness to other states in our coun-
try.
 What I do is I sit down with legislators. We 
visit about the issue. We did the same when, 
Greg Harris, as you know, was the sponsor of 
the civil unions bill a couple years ago. He had 
57 votes, and he had about four legislators who 
were not voting for it. But he thought if I talked 
to them they might come around. I did, and we 
got 61. 
 We need to have that same team approach 
in the next few days in order to pass marriage 
equality. This is an epic, epic victory if we can 
win it. It will send a very clear message to other 
states in the Midwest and in our country.
 WCT: There was a lot of momentum on this 
bill at the start, coming out of the Senate. 
Some predicted it could be passed by Feb-

ruary. What is the holdup on a vote in the 
house?
 PQ: Well, with the members of the House, it’s a 
little larger body, 118 members. Clearly, the op-
ponents have been very aggressive, no question 
about it. But we, I think, have been strong at 
laying out the fundamental facts and arguments 
in favor of marriage equality.
 The fact of the matter is, the reason why we’re 
so close is due to the tireless efforts of families 
and individuals and groups and who aren’t go-
ing to let scare tactics get in the way of equal 
rights and fairness. This has been a very inspir-
ing grassroots campaign from people all over our 
state. It certainly has impressed me, and I’ve 
very anxious to get the bill so I can sign into 
law. But we can’t assume anything until we get 
the 60 votes in the house. So, we have to be 
focused here in the next few weeks at getting 
our message across, answering the other side’s 
arguments, which I think we can answer. 
 WCT: What do you want to see Illinoisans 
doing right now to support that effort?
 PQ: In high school, I was a cross country run-
ner, a long distance runner. That’s what we have 
to remember in this battle for marriage equal-
ity. We’ve come a long distance. We’ve traveled 
over a very high mountain. But when you come 
down to the last stretch in the race, we’ve got to 
sprint. We cannot jog. In other words, what we 

have to do in these next few days and weeks is 
redouble our efforts because we don’t want any 
legislators at the last minute deciding not to 
vote yes. 
 WCT: If you have the opportunity to sign 
this bill into law, what are your plans for the 
signing? 
 PQ: I look forward to that. You got to win first. 
But, we will obviously, on the day of signature, 
want to have something that involves the com-
munity, that involves all the families who have 
written letters, sent emails, made phone calls, 
come to meetings, who have been fighting for 
this in some cases for decades. We’ll have to find 
a meaningful way to send that message to all of 
those who worked so hard that our democracy 
listens to the people.
 WCT: how many votes do you think you have 
right now?
 PQ: Well, there’s an old saying in Springfield: 
“Sixty in the House is a landslide.” That’s how 
we should look at it. We have to get to that 
majority number. I think we can get more than 
that, but if we get 60, that’s enough. 
 I feel there’s a very strong majority of people 
in Illinois in favor of marriage equality, more 
than ever. We’ve got to convert that majority of 
the public into majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives representing the public. 
 WCT: It was not too long ago that you came 
out on your own support for marriage equal-
ity. Can you talk about your own journey on 

LGBT rights?
 PQ: It really is interesting. When I go out to 
eat at a restaurant, almost every time I’m meet-
ing in public there, two people come up to me, 
and they say, “Because of you signing the bill, 
civil unions, we’re together today. We’re in a 
civil union.”
 Most folks are very grateful for that. I certain-
ly have seen firsthand and personally. I was at 
Grant Park after we signed the civil-unions bill, 
and so many folks on that day came together. 
It was really quite inspiring. I think that has 
taught everybody, including me, how important 
it is to have fairness and equal rights. And that 
includes marriage equality. 
 I think our country as we move forward will be 
inspired by Illinois if we can win this.
 WCT: Do you expect to see a vote this week?
 PQ: I think the sooner the better, really. I 
think we’ve worked very hard at this. I think it’s 
time to have the vote, and I sure hope so. 
 WCT: Is there anything you want to add?
 PQ: I think that Windy City Times and all of 
the leaders and family members in the commu-
nity should know that it’s their tireless advocacy 
that has brought us to this moment. It really 
is an inspiring moment for our democracy that 
people can ban together for a cause they believe 
in and carry the day to win an important pas-
sage of a law that will last long after we’ve left 
this earth. But we’ve got to get the job done.
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quinn from cover

Wed., May 8 
Carol Horton
Yoga Ph.D.

Friday, May 10 
at the Swedish Museum

Eve Ensler
In the Body of the 

World

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Rep. Greg harris with Gov. Pat Quinn at the 2011 Equality Illinois gala. Photo by Kat Fitzgerald 
(MysticImagesPhotography.com)

aClu of illinois holds
Bill of rights celebration
 The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Illinois will recognized the allied organizations 
in Illinois Unites for Marriage, the coalition working to pass the marriage bill in Illinois, during 
its annual Bill of Rights Celebration. The event took place at the Westin River North Hotel in 
Chicago.
 The advocates are, from left, Camilla Taylor, Chris Clark and Jim Bennett of Lambda Legal; 
Caroline Staerk of Equality Illinois; Eric Herman of Illinois Unites; Bernard Cherkasov of Equal-
ity Illinois; Lindsey Clark and Lynne Bowman of the Human Rights Campaign; Mary Dixon and 
Khadine Bennett of the ACLU of Illinois; and Charles Watkins of Human Rights Campaign. Photo 
courtesy of Ed Yohnka
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4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

http://www.rolfefoundation.org
http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
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JOHN WATERS:
This Filthy World

MAY 21, 7:30 PM

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND AFTER A SOLD-OUT 2010 ENGAGEMENT!

This critically acclaimed production celebrates Waters’ film career, obsessions, 
and fascination with show business, crime, and the extremes of the 

contemporary art world. This joyously devious one-man show, elevates  
all that is trashy in life and will draw in “filth followers” everywhere!

BUY TICKETS: HarrisTheaterChicago.org | 312.334.7777

“I pride myself on the 
fact that my work has no 
socially redeeming value.” 

—John Waters

Filmmaker. Author. Cult icon. Filthy as ever.

JUDITH NEISSER
Broadway Series  

Presenting Sponsor
Season Sponsor Official Airline  

of the Harris Theater

GAY in the
LIFE

Orlando Barsallo
TexT by ANDReW DAVIS

Age
44

Relationship status
Single—”100 percent”

Job title
Makeup artist at Salon 1800; body 
painter; model

Neighborhood
Bucktown

Hometown
Panama City, Panama

Favorite snacks
Pepper jack string cheese and yogurt

 Barsallo works for Salon 1800, which is in Lincoln Park. However, he also does private events such as weddings, 
fashion shows and work for television and magazines (e.g., Chicago Social), among other things. “I love high 
fashion and working with professional models,” he said.
 He is also involved in body painting, stressing that he is “an artist before” being a makeup artist. “Body paint-
ing is something I really enjoy.”

Orlando Barsallo is a multifaceted individual—and a mysterious one as well, 
which makes him all the more intriguing.
 For example, when asked how he ended up in Chicago from Panama, he 
simply answered, “My life.” When asked where he sees his future, he said, “As 
high as it can be.”

 He did elaborate, though, that he didn’t plan things when he moved here a 
decade ago. When asked why he has stayed, he answered, “Chicago has a lot 
to offer. I have stayed here and I’ve seen it grow. I work in the beauty and 
fashion industries, and have seen how the city has grown in every aspect.”

 Barsallo—who is extremely amiable, by the 
way—said that he came from an artistic family, 
adding that “artists find a way to express their 
skills.”
 However, he is man of many talents and positive 
attributes. Some are hidden and some are not so 
hidden, as the body he sports—one that helped 
him win a gold medal in bodybuilding (pairs) at 
the 2006 Gay Games. He is humble, though, say-
ing of the Games result, “That’s how it came out.”
 To contact Barsallo, see http://OrlandoBarsallo.
com.

barsallo doing bodypainting work. Photos by Claus Pelz

barsallo 
(right) 
competing 
as a 
bodybuilder 
with Alexis 
Fernandez 
in the 2006 
Gay Games.

Photo by Claus Pelz

Photo by Matt bigelow Photography

http//www.harristheaterchicago.org
http//www.pamann.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.

WINDY CITY
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VIEWPOINTS

long-term 
hiV/aids study 
shows large return
on investment 

When AIDS first appeared among gay and bi-
sexual men in most U.S. urban centers in 1981-
82, the first diagnosed patients were near death 
from multiple opportunistic infections and a 
previously rare cancer called Kaposi’s sarcoma, 
and their immune systems were totally nonfunc-
tional due to the lack of any CD4 lymphocytes, 
the “conductors” of immune response to infec-
tion. 
 It was immediately clear to epidemiologists at 
the CDC (the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention) that this was the beginning of a rapidly 
expanding epidemic among gay/bisexual men as 
they received requests for orphan drugs that 
were needed to treat one of the most deadly 
opportunistic infections—pneumocystic pneu-
monia—previously seen only in terminal cancer 
patients and other seriously immunosuppressed 
patients.
 While the CDC rapidly put together a large 
team to investigate the potential causes of AIDS 
among the first 200 reported cases using staff 
and investigators already familiar with the sex-
ual and other practices of urban gay men from 

their just completed multi-site studies of sexu-
ally transmitted hepatitis B and the efficacy of 
the first hep B vaccine among gay men, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health did not issue its first 
request for proposals to study the natural his-
tory of exposure to whatever the causal agent(s) 
of this escalating epidemic until 1983, by which 
time AIDS was turning up among intravenous 
drug users (IDUs), recent Haitian immigrants 
and even newborn children. 
 I am proud that—as a co-founder of the first 
gay community health center in the United 
States (now known as Howard Brown Health 
Center) and the Chicago PI (principal investi-
gator) of the hepatitis B studies—the proposal 
written with colleagues at Northwestern Univer-
sity to begin with the men who participated in 
those earlier studies for whom we had quarterly 
blood samples and sexual histories going back 
five to seven years was chosen as one of the 
proposals that were united to create the Mul-
ticenter AIDS Cohort Study (MACS). It was also 
the only one based within a community health 
center rather than in the university that pro-
vided the laboratory and specialized clinical 
research investigators required for determining 
the cause of a newly identified fatal condition of 
unknown etiology.
 How does one begin to describe the return on 
investment of what has turned out to be argu-
ably the most productive HIV longitudinal ob-
servational studies in the world? Return can be 
measured in terms of published papers (2,000 
and growing); years of semi-annual assessment 
and biosample collection (30 and still going); 
and the hundreds of genetic and pathogenesis 
studies around the world that have relied on 
those samples and the rich collection of clinical, 
longitudinal, behavioral and diagnostic data as-
sociated with each of those samples

 I prefer, however, to measure return on invest-
ment in terms of the brave and dedicated par-
ticipants who came forward to join the original 
MACS recruitment in 1984. Many of these men 
have never missed even one of their 60 and 
counting semiannual MACS visits. Others have 
gone on to either volunteer or work for HIV ser-
vice and prevention organizations in their local 
communities. Some have been so impressed by 
the dedicated work of investigators, staff and 
volunteers of the MACS that they have changed 
their careers to work in HIV research, treatment, 
support or prevention themselves. 
 To me this is the most significant return on in-
vestment of the MACS as it matches the incredi-
bly successful advances in turning a rapidly fatal 
mysterious illness targeting an already stigma-
tized and feared group of men mostly living in 
shadows into a treatable chronic condition that 
may possibly be eradicated and has contributed 
to the increased visibility and acceptance of 
LGBT men and women worldwide.
 What is now needed is a new MACS focusing on 
younger African-American men and women who 
are currently experiencing rates of HIV infection 
and prevalence similar to white gay men in the 
early 1980s, a horrible health disparity that con-
tinues unabated and will only be solved when 
the U.S. government recognizes that shining 
the light of a targeted nationwide net has the 
best chances of changing the stigma and fears 
that still keeps younger African-American men 
and women from seeking HIV education, testing 
and effective linkage to the support and care 
desperately needed. 
 David G. Ostrow, MD, PhD, LFAPA, is found-
ing PI and behavioral investigator of Chicago 
MACS, Northwestern University; and director 
of research, David Ostrow & Associates.

LETTERS

DAVID
OSTROW

AGLO in the dark

LGBT rights are moving at rapid rates across the 
globe. It is if a paradigm shift is taking place 
in western society to include elements of South 
and Central America. Here in the United States 
we are witnessing the rapid change at a dizzying 
effect. Even in Illinois we now expect same-sex 
marriage to be passed before the end of May.
  Our faith communities cannot remain immune 
to this shift, or neutral to what in my opinion 
can only be attributed to a change in con-
science. If as I believe this to be a paradigm 
shift the theological based doctrine communi-
ties out of necessity will have to reevaluate 
their position of same sex couples/singles in the 
face of this global awakening, or risk losing the 
younger generation, and becoming irrelevant.
 Cardinal Francis George of Chicago—on na-
tional, regional and local levels—has been the 
architect of opposition of our human rights. The 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in a recent 
letter to the president and Congress has said it 
will oppose immigration reform if LGBT couples 
and families are included. There is now even 
concern among our national political LGBT orga-
nizations that LGBT families will not be included 
in the immigration reform bill.
  Cardinal George has been invited into our com-
munity by the board members of the Archdiocese 
Gay and Lesbian Outreach (AGLO) to celebrate 
the organization’s 25th anniversary at Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel on June 16, at 7 p.m. The AGLO 
board of directors does not speak for the LGBT 
Roman Catholic community. No single organiza-
tion can do that.
 The Rainbow Sash Movement opposes the 
cardinal’s visit because over the years he has 
personally opposed every bit of LGBT legislation 

that seeks to promote the human dignity of this 
community. He has told lies about our love for 
one another and has used the pulpit in his ca-
thedral to mount a war against gay marriage and 
gay adoption; in other words, he has promoted 
bigotry against us. As if that is not bad enough 
he has been silent in the face of bigotry directed 
against us that promotes violence.
  The only metaphor that comes to mind is that 
of inviting Hitler to a remembrance service for 
holocaust victims.
  How AGLO’s board of directors can dismiss this 
man’s homophobic history by inviting him to its 
25th anniversary only speaks to a clueless men-
tality and a fear that he will take the ministry 
away from them if they stand with their commu-
nity. We are called to do better and move beyond 
our fears, and that includes AGLO’s board.
  I challenge the AGLO leadership to respond to 
my criticism of its actions. If I am in error about 
this matter, I would appreciate a public fraternal 
correction.

Joe Murray
Chicago

Immigration nation

Liberals embrace us in daylight, deport us at 
night.
 I am in a binational couple where my husband 
of 11 years is a Mexican immigrant and I am a 
U.S. citizen. As this is a same-sex couple, I am 
excluded from the immigration methods many 
different-sex U.S. citizens exercise to bring their 
spouses to be with them in this country because 
immigration is a federal law and the federal gov-
ernment doesn’t recognize our marriage. 
 President Obama says he supports immigration 
reform to include us, and the Democratic Party 

included equal marriage rights in its party plat-
form. Yet, the president is deporting immigrants 
at historic rates. Further, Sen. Dick Durbin—an 
Obama ally, and who the Washington Post refers 
to as the Democratic “party’s unofficial spokes-
person”—left LGBTs out of immigration reform 
as a part of the Band of 8’s proposed plan. When 
I had phoned Durbin’s office this winter to ask 
for his support on immigration I was told that 
he was “with the president on this,” but “this is 
a sensitive topic.” My response was, “That is the 
reason this constituent is calling to ask for his 
action.”
 The ugly truth is that liberalism permits a be-
trayal where platitudes about the importance 
of immigrants and gays to our society by the 
president and legislators are countered with ac-
tual, real terrorizing of immigrants and gays by 
that same president, administration and legisla-
tor. They kiss us on television, then deport us at 
night. What are the 30 pieces of silver they gain 
by saying they support my relationship, when at 
the same time they hand my lover over to the 
guards?!
 We need representatives that take action to ef-
fect the immigration reforms needed so this citi-
zen and immigrant can bring all of our strengths 
to our community without being harassed by ex-
clusive laws. We need people of conviction, not 
Obama-Durbin liberals that effect betrayal.

Brent Holman-Gomez
Gay Liberation Network
Chicago
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Known as a resort city, Puerto Vallarta is located 
near the Pacific Ocean in Mexico and is the sixth 
largest city in the state of Jalisco. It makes a 
worthy tourist destination with direct flights 
from Chicago on airlines like AeroMexico. Keep 
in mind carry-on luggage has to be checked be-
cause the cabin space is limited and small. The 
valet service allows the baggage to be picked up 
when exiting the plane, not at the carousel. Air-
lines don’t currently charge for the first checked 
bag or two depending on the destination, like 
many other airlines.
 When booking through a service like Apple 
Vacations, much of the work is done for you. 
Upon arriving in foreign countries, it is much 
less stressful to have a driver planned to trans-
port you to your lodgings. Be wary of pirate taxi 
drivers or being overcharged for the amount of 
travel. 
 Located 15 minutes away from the airport is 
Secrets Vallarta Bay. This property has more than 
270 suites with marble floors and amenities 
such as a private Jacuzzi right on the balcony or 
a forest rain shower. The service was top-notch, 
with buffets at every turn and bartenders mak-
ing pina coladas to keep guests cool. 
 There are several restaurants in the resort to 
suit any craving, from the French cuisine of Bor-
deaux to seafood at Oceana. In the afternoon 
the Barefoot Grill provides snacks poolside—or 
people just swim up to the bar for frozen drinks. 
Most employees speak some English, and classes 
are even offered to help them improve on the 
resort property itself. 
 Pamper yourself in the spa with a massage, 
then take an acupressure shower afterwards. 
 Secrets is adults-only so there are no little 

ones screaming or disturbing the peace. They 
are kept secluded to a separate resort next 
door—now that’s a secret I can keep!
 Head over to Dreams Puerto Vallarta Resort 
for a Mexican fiesta dinner that is jaw-dropping. 
This traditional cuisine has made-to-order cevi-
che, tacos and traditional tres leches cake while 
a mariachi band entertains in the background. 
Outside on the beach, guests have the oppor-

tunity to release baby turtles out in the wild. 
Don’t use flash photography, though, or the 
little turtles may be blinded before they make a 
break for a new life in the ocean!
 There are so many nearby neighborhoods to 
explore, such as Sayulita, where gift shops and 
restaurants abound. One European artist set up 
shop in a store called Revolucion del Sueno, 
mixing Mexican history with different mediums 
such as T-shirts and paintings. Artists craft jew-
elry on the streets, with a range of prices to 
serve any budget. 
 There is an Art Walk every Wednesday from Oc-
tober through May featuring creations in glass 

and ceramic. Beware when buying silver because 
sometimes it’s only silver-plated. No one likes 
spending hard-earned green on green skin! 
Speaking of dinero, while pesos are everywhere 
most places accept U.S. cash or credit cards. 
 There are eight golf courses in the region if 
that’s your sport. With 80-degree weather al-
most year round, the only thing to look out for 
is an occasional afternoon rain. 
 The more adventurous person might swing 
over and try a canopy tour. One of several to try 
is River Expedition over the Rio Cuale. Arrive at 
Canopy River and then explore swinging down 
on lines across the trees for breathtaking views. 
Be prepared for shimmying across wires and div-
ing into water on a zip line, even free-falling 
off a cliff if you dare. Inner tubing and burros 
transport you back to the beginning to sample 
tequila, learn history and have lunch at the res-
taurant on the property. 
 There are almost too many beaches to explore 
in the afternoons. Some are only accessed by 
boat, like Majahuitas. 
 Find the heart of rock and roll at the Hard 
Rock Hotel, with spacious quarters complete 
with private balconies and a Brazilian grill at 
the restaurant downstairs. For entertainment, 
visit a comedic show in the bar. While you are 
there, bring on some Sammy Hagar’s tequila and 
margaritas!
 Downtown Puerto Vallarta is the place to be 
at night with bars, restaurants and cafes. The 
Parish Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe sits in 
the middle of the square forming a rich history 
to the area. Street performers are at every turn. 
After walking up and down beachside, stop off 
at Roo Night Club on the strip for retro music 
and strong drinks. 
 The gay area at the end of the touristy area is 
called Zona Romantica. Start off the night with 
La Noche and a martini to chill and meet locals. 
For dancing, C.C. Slaughters is the place to be, 
with Paco’s Ranch a close second with its drag 
shows and country-western vibe. If you are look-
ing for a shower show, visit Wet Dreams—how-
ever, no girls are allowed.
 The next morning Frontier Airlines flew us 
home, turning into a party plane packed full of 
Apple Vacationers. Thanks to a lively crew, mov-
ies and drinks, the trip back home was a breeze.
 There is really something for every taste and 
walk of life in this part of Mexico. Some regions 
of this foreign land can be dangerous but there 
is plenty of security and police patrolling to 
keep visitors safe. Puerto Vallarta is on cen-
tral time so there is no jet lag when traveling 
from Chicago, providing the perfect escape from 
the winter blues. With Apple Vacations keeping 
things easy and simple, there is no excuse to 
book a getaway today. Don’t forget to pack your 
passport!
 Book at www.applevacations.com/Chicago 
or www.visitpuertovallarta.com for more de-
tails today. 

TRAVEL 

say “¡si!” to Puerto Vallarta
BY JERRY NUNN

TRAVEL 

iGlTa: 
Celebrating three decades

Puerto Vallarta’s many attractions includes 
numerous beaches (top), dining at Dreams 
Puerto Vallarta Resort (left) and nightlife at 
C.C. Slaughters. Photos by Jerry Nunn

BY ROSS FORMAN 

At the inaugural convention of the Internation-
al Gay & Lesbian Travel Association (IGLTA) in 
1983, there were about 25 attendees, as the or-
ganization featured a group of gay guest house 
owners and travel agents who were helping each 
other with their clients, booking gay travel, and 
more.
 Flash-forward 30 years. The IGLTA’s annual 
Global Convention comes to Chicago for the first 
time ever, as the world’s premier educational and 
networking event for the LGBT tourism indus-
try is May 2-4, celebrating the history of LGBT 
travel and paving the path for LGBT travel, truly, 

around the world. More than 2,000 attendees are 
expected, representing more than 80 countries, 
including high-profile, mainstream representa-
tives from airlines, hotels, cruise lines, tour op-
erators, tourism boards, convention & visitors 
bureaus, restaurants, bars and more.
 Once a small group gathering in South Ameri-
ca, now IGLTA truly has gone global.
 “We continue to grow and are on the cusp on 
greatness,” said IGLTA President John Tanzella. 
“I think LGBT tourism is really becoming ac-
cepted more and more around the world, and 
there really is a lot of interest in the market 
around the world. We’re doing more and more 
outreach to consumers to promote our business 

members, and think that will be pivotal to help 
our members grow their revenue and reach more 
consumers.
 “The 30th convention, this is huge, especially 
for an LGBT organization. We’re really excited 
for the convention, and really excited to have 
it in Chicago, a city that is fairly easy to get to 
for our [conference] attendees, with a great gay 
community and just so much to do.”
 The three-day conference will be held at the 
Hyatt Regency in downtown Chicago, featuring 
prominent speakers from the travel industry, 
panel discussions, breakout sessions and more. 
One of the convention’s highlights is the Eve-
ning Consumer Trade Show, on Friday at the 
Center on Halsted in Lakeview, starting at 6:30 
p.m., produced by Steven Levenberg Produc-
tions of New York. The four-hour event, open 
to the public, will feature 150 exhibitors with 
some amazing give-aways, including once-in-a-
lifetime trips, hotel stays, and more.
 “It will be a really fun event,” Tanzella said of 
the Friday affair.
 The Evening Consumer Trade Show will include 

trip give-aways to Spain, Mexico and South Afri-
ca, among other exotic locations. IGLTA is offer-
ing the South Africa trip, complete with airfare 
and accommodations at a five-star hotel.
 The event also will feature a sampling of Bare-
foot Wines.
 The convention includes a keynote speech 
from David Scowsill, the president/CEO of the 
World Travel & Tourism Council. There will be 
breakout sessions about a variety of travel-relat-
ed topics, such as social media, Asia, lesbians, 
luxury travel, media, and more.
 “If your business is gay and lesbian travel, 
the annual IGLTA convention is the place to be,” 
said Russell Lord, marketing and tourism con-
sultant for Kenes Tours, based in Tel Aviv. “[The 
convention] is always a great opportunity to re-
new acquaintances and meet new people in the 
tourism world. Despite the long [trip] from Is-
rael, IGLTA conventions have proven their value 
over and over again. I really am looking forward 
to a great conference in Chicago.”

Turn to page 15
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 One of the most popular sessions should be 
Saturday morning, titled, Gay Travel/Gay Rights: 
A 30 Year History/A Bright Future. Billy Kolber 
of ManAboutWorld will host, looking back at 30 
years of gay travel, including how the industry 
has contributed to the advancement of LGBTQIA 
rights and its implication for the worldwide ad-
vancement of those rights.
 The Fort-Lauderdale-based Stonewall National 
Museum & Archives will offer a 30-year histori-
cal perspective for attendees, which will be on 
display at the Hyatt. Tanzella said the exhibit 
will be “fun and informative.”
 Another convention highlight, which is open 
to the public, promises to be the first-ever IGLTA 
Foundation Volunteer Event. Convention attend-
ees will join local residents to support three 
worthwhile causes: Nettelhorst School, the 
Chicago Parks District, and the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository. At Nettelhorst, volunteers will 
help the school’s community group transform an 
outdoor space for educational use. The aide for 
the parks will clean up playgrounds and more. 
Other volunteers, meanwhile, will repackage and 
sort food for distribution at the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository.
 “Volunteering is a great way for the LGBT com-
munity to show its support for diverse commu-
nities worldwide. We hope that our hard work 
on May 4 will help as many Chicago residents 
as possible,” Charlie Rounds, IGLTA Foundation 
Board Chair and Managing Director for Brand g 
Vacations, said in a statement. 
 Jody Cole, the owner/guide for California-
based Wild Rainbow African Safaris, posted on 
Facebook in mid-April that she will be volun-
teering at the Greater Chicago Good Depository 
during IGLTA.
 “I do something very similar to this at Christ-
mas time, and it is so much fun; I just love do-
ing it and knowing that it’s helping the needy,” 
said Cole, who lives in Ukiah, Calif., and will be 
coming to Chicago with her partner, Katharine 
Appleton Cole. 
 Tanzella, 48, is in his seventh year as IGLTA 
president, came to the organization from the 
airline industry, moving to South Florida from 
Washington D.C. “I had been to a few of their 
conventions and thought there was a lot of po-
tential for the organization to grow. The past 
seven years have been interesting. Working with 
our members, potential members, the media, 
governments, and more … it’s been quite an in-
teresting position; that’s for sure.”
 During his run, Tanzella has watched the or-
ganization grow, even during a troubling eco-
nomic period. He particularly praised the growth 
of gay travel from the mainstream market, such 
as United Airlines and Hyatt Hotels, companies 

that now are reaching out to gay travelers and 
wanting to work with IGLTA, Tanzella said. “Fif-
teen years ago, you’d never have seen major 
corporations reaching out [for] gay travelers,” 
he said. 
 “I think the interest from mainstream corpora-
tions comes from the fact that they have LGBT 
affinity groups for their employee. So they’re 
looking to show that they support their employ-
ees, and reach out to LGBT travelers at the same 
time.”
 Tanzella said he thinks, and hopes, IGLTA will 
continue to grow in the coming years, even to 
places that now are not accepting of the LGBT 
community, both domestically and internation-
ally.
 He tagged Latin America as one of the key 
markets nowadays as it is “booming in all sec-
tors, particularly LGBT travel.” That includes 
Brazil, Argentina, Mexico City and Peru.
 A long-shot area for growth within the LGBT 
market is Asia, he said. “I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see China more rapidly than other parts of the 
world accept gay travelers,” said Tanzella, who 
added Nepal and Thailand, too. “I think those 
places are really becoming open-minded to capi-
talize on potential markets, such as the LGBT 
market.”
 Cole has attended IGLTA Convention four 
times and will be a speaker this year presenting 
a Thursday session, titled, Marking your territory 
in the LGBT travel industry. Cole and David Ryan 
of Rhino Africa will, using imagery and personal 
stories, share lessons learned about business 
from life and wildlife in the African bush.
 “I really enjoy IGLTA, especially getting to re-
unite with friends who I sometimes only see at 
the convention,” she said. “Plus, I make great 
new contacts and I learn at lot from the various 
workshops.
 “I think everyone’s energy and excitement is 
peaked for this year’s convention; I really think 
this event will be a lot of fun, a lot of learning 
and a lot of great connections.”
 Another convention milestone this year will 
be the first-ever appearance by representatives 
of the U.S. Department of State. “It’s pretty 
awesome,” to have them appear, Tanzella said. 
“This is a big deal for us.
 “They know that LGBT travelers do, typically, 
travel more frequently and more internationally, 
and often to more adventurous destinations, 
than the average American.
 It’s incredible that they’re [appearing at the 
IGLTA convention]; it really is huge [for the or-
ganization]. We’ve never had the United States 
government supporting LGBT travelers and IGL-
TA. This is a huge step in the right direction. 
This is very exciting for us.”

iGlTa from page 14

IGLTA President John Tanzella.

http://www.outtheremagazine.com


May 1, 2013 WINDY CITY TIMES16

hello, Columbus
 This day was tinged with sadness as I realized 
I was leaving the Inn & Spa. However, it began 
with breakfast and a hike of Ash Cave (the larg-
est recess cave in the state) in Hocking Hills 
State Park. Once again, I was struck by how 
friendly everyone was, with complete strangers 
saying “hello” as they passed by us.
 Then it was on to Columbus, but not before we 
took in one more local sight: the Paul A. Johnson 
Pencil Sharpener Museum (www.1800hocking.
com/whattodo/pencil_sharpener_museum). 
Housed in a small, charming building, there are 
more than 3,400 items in categories ranging 
from Disney to transportation.
 As much as I enjoyed the Inn & Spa, it was 
great being back in Columbus, and our first stop 
was the dessert boutique Pistacia Vera (www.
pistaciavera.com). It was very crowded, and also 
easy to understand why:  Siblings Spencer Bu-
dros and Anne Fletcher have crafted an attrac-
tive eatery featuring croissants, macarons (not 
to be confused with macaroons), tortes and 
other treats.
 However, we had to eat light because we then 
visited Harvest Pizzeria/Curio at Harvest (www.
harvestpizzeria.com) for lunch. Small-plate 
items include warm ricotta profiteroles with lav-
ender honey and balsamic reduction (heavenly) 
while there’s an impressive list of pizzas, includ-
ing one topped with fennel sausage, Canal Juc-
tion Gouda, smoked provolone, onion and fennel 
pollen.
 We then went near the intersection of Gay and 
High streets (seriously) to visit two very dif-
ferent establishments: zerOz (www.zeroz.com) 
and Sugardaddy’s (www.sugardaddys.com). The 
former specializes in super-thin (and stylish) 
sleeve wallets while the latter (owned by couple 
Tom Finney and Mark Ballard) will literally have 
you bursting at the seams with sweets such as 
brownies and blondes.
 Checking into the Hilton Columbus Downtown 
(www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/ohio/hilton-
columbus-downtown-CMHDWHH/index.html), 
as one might expect, provided a different ex-
perience from the Inn & Spa—although I was 
still missing that secluded spot. However, that 
doesn’t mean this hotel doesn’t have a lot to 
offer—including a fitness center, indoor pool, 
sizeable business area and the Gallerie Bar and 
Bistro.
 This hotel also provides another advantage: 
it’s steps away from Columbus’ Short North area, 
with dozens of shops, restaurants and other 
businesses such as Middle West Spirits (www.
middlewestspirits.com), central Ohio’s first mi-
crodistillery, run by engaged couple Brady Konya 

and Ryan Lang. Also, be sure to check out Broth-
ers Drake Meadery (www.brothersdrake.com) to 
sample some mead (delicious fermented honey).
 The Pearl (www.ThePearlColumbus.com) was a 
definite high point. The place was bustling—
and with the food, it was easy to see why. Start 
with the devils on horseback (bacon-wrapped 
dates and “aged” molten cheese) and the hand-
cranked sausage sampler. The entrees are equally 
enticing, with offerings such as ricotta dump-
ling, Southern fried chicken and the pub burger, 
which is one of the best burgers I’ve ever tasted.
 Lastly, there was the force of nature known 
as Nina West (http://superdragqueen.com), who 
has a personality and show that’s second to 
none. Celebrating her decision to stay in Colum-
bus, West performed to a packed house at Axis 
Nightclub that saw everything from a drag king 
doing Justin Timberlake’s “Suit & Tie” to West 
and a fellow performer in a skit involving a cow 
and what I hope was chocolate.
 That last bit sort of capped me being out of my 
comfort zone—but this trip proved, if nothing 
else, that sometimes it’s good (and ultimately 
comforting) to go beyond one’s boundaries.
 Special thanks go to Explore Columbus for ar-
ranging this excursion.

TRAVEL 

ohio: 
land of ... adventure!
BY ANDREW DAVIS

I’ll be the first to admit it: I underestimated 
Ohio—again.
 Two years ago, I visited Columbus—not know-
ing what to expect—and was stunned by several 
aspects, including just how LGBT-friendly the 
city was. (I still remember the stat that LGBTs 
make up 10 percent of the city’s population and 
control 20 percent of the economy.)

 However, this trip was a bit different, starting 
with the fact that I was going from a hip urban 
area to a place dotted with cottages, caves—
and no Internet service.
 This trip completely pushed me outside my 
comfort zone—and I’d do it all over again in an 
instant.

home on the range
 My first two days (on a trip with a few other 
journalists) involved a stay at the Inn & Spa 
at Cedar Falls (http://innatcedarfalls.com) in 
Logan, Ohio—about a 45-minute drive from Co-
lumbus. Surrounded on three sides by Hocking 
Hills State Parks, the inn features a setting that, 
as its website says, “puts guests in tune with 
the harmony of nature, the peace of solitude and 
the simple joys of the Earth’s beauty.”
 In other words, if you truly want to get away 
from the hustle and bustle of city life, this is the 
place.
 The people at the inn—which offers a choice 
of guestrooms, cottages and cabins—could not 
have been nicer. And if there are individuals 
more receptive than innkeepers (and married 
couple) Ellen Grinsfelder and Terry Lingo, I don’t 
know them.

 Each journalist was assigned his own cottage 
(charmingly named after flowers); mine was 
“Hepatica.” The place was totally charming, 
with a gas log stove, private deck, refrigerator 
and whirlpool hot tub. Then I realized some-

thing: There was no television—or telephone, 
for that matter. In addition, there was no cell-
phone service (towers would take away from the 
atmosphere), except in the restaurant down the 
dirt path and across the paved road.
 It was safe to say that this city slicker was 
outside his comfort zone—especially at night, 
when it was completely dark and quiet. This is 
someone who is used to ambulance sirens lulling 
him to sleep.
 We later had dinner at the inn’s restaurant, 
and the contemporary American cuisine was 
quite impressive. The flounder I had was quite 
tasty, but I had a feeling the other dishes (in-
cluding roasted filet mignon, salmon and coq 
au vin) would’ve been just as satisfying. By 
the way, I had a drink just earlier called an Is-
land Breeze—and I daresay it’s better than just 
about any cocktail I’ve had in Chicago.

Zipping along
 The next day started with seeing deer and going on a rather refreshing hike, followed by breakfast at 
the inn. The meal was even better than I expected, complete with yogurt and unbelievable homemade 
granola.
 Then, it was time to visit the inn’s spa. The spa is a converted cabin, which definitely reminded me 
of the theme of getting away. Services range from pawpaw facials (and I heard about this fruit more 
than once while I was in Logan) to Thai yoga massage to reflexology. I opted for the warm bamboo 
massage, which involves warm oils and bamboo tools. Basically, it’s a deep-tissue massage that kneads 
you like dough—and it felt fantastic.
 After stumbling back to the restaurant (I was really relaxed), I joined two others in a cooking 

class—my next potentially discomfiting experience. The journalists were divided into two groups, 
with us making sticky toffee pudding (although they were more what I described as “cakelets”). I 
envisioned batter going everywhere, thanks to yours truly. However, I only had to butter the ramekins 
so it was all good. Also thankfully, the product turned out to be quite delicious.
 However, nothing prepared me for what happened next: the Hocking Hills Canopy Tours (www.hock-
inghillscanopytours.com)—a three-hour ziplining adventure. I was a bit hesitant at first: After all, 
combine the fact that I have a fear of heights (or a fear of falling from heights, as I tell people) with 
the fact that people go from treetop to treetop at about 30 miles per hour, and revisiting the spa was 
starting to look mighty good.
 But I forged ahead. Led by Abby and Jake (who really were the most helpful instructors you could 
hope for), I not only was ziplining—but I was doing it comfortably, even running off a dirt cliff and 
zipping along at one point. I didn’t expect the rope bridges and rappelling down the last tree, but 
those parts of the tour actually enhanced my experience—and my sense of accomplishment. In addi-
tion, each of us received a certificate of completion.
 (By the way, there’s also the SuperZip, where you’re flying through the air like Superman and the 
staff controls your stopping.)
 In the evening, we had a dinner featuring unique pairings and cocktails provided by Watershed Dis-
tillery (http://WatershedDistillery.com), which, incidentally, has expanded into the Chicago market. 
Co-founders Dave Rigo and Greg Lehman—both affable and 
easy on the eyes—explained everything from the origin of 
the distillery’s name to the various products (which include 
vodka, bourbon and gin).
 Afterward, I walked back to my cottage—on the dirt road 
in complete darkness. Never mind that I heard a twig snap in 
the woods as I walked—the nighttime sky was intoxicating. 
I’m not sure I had seen so many stars in my life. Content with 
what I accomplished during the day and getting used to my 
surroundings, I fell asleep with no problem.

have the mixed berry cobbler with vanilla 
ice cream at the Inn & Spa at Cedar Falls 
(below), then burn it off with a scenic hike 
(right). Photos by Andrew Davis

Nina West does a show at Axis Nightclub. 
Photo courtesy of Explore Columbus

hocking hills Canopy Tours leaders 
Jake and Abby. Photo by Andrew Davis
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BY VICKI CRAIN

“It’s been a great journey so far,” said Wilfredo 
Rivera, artistic director of Cerqua Rivera Dance 
Theatre (CRDT). Rivera, who lives in Little Vil-
lage with his partner of more than two decades, 
grew up in Honduras in an artistic family. “My 
parents are musicians,” he said. “They sing, 
dance. My grandfather was a poetry writer and 
photographer and painter. I always felt like I 
was going to be in the performing arts, I just 
didn’t know what it would be.” He began doing 
folkloric dance locally, but didn’t start officially 
studying dance until after his family moved to 
the States. 
 He began taking jazz classes in New Orleans 
under the tutelage of a former American Bal-
let Theatre dancer at 15. When she opened her 
own school, he trained in ballet, flamenco, jazz 
and modern, as well as taking summer intensive 
courses. He graduated from high school as vale-
dictorian and entered New Orleans University as 
a pre-med student. “After about three semesters, 
one night I sat my parents down and said we 
needed to talk,” said Rivera. “I told them I re-
ally need to focus on dance and this is the time 
to do it. I was 18.”  His teacher recommended 
coming to Chicago instead of New York or Los 
Angeles for more training. 
 Once here, he landed an apprenticeship with 
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago. “It was really an 
amazing journey for me,” Rivera said. “Coming 
from Honduras, living in New Orleans and now 
in rehearsals with Twyla Tharp and Lou Conte. 
It gives me goosebumps when I think about it. 

I was starstruck. It’s the kind of training you 
can’t put a figure on. It was amazing.” One of 
his instructors, Sherry Zunker, was taking over 
a commercial dance company she ran with her 
then husband and wanted to turn it into a con-
cert dance company. She invited Rivera to join 
and he became one of the founding members of 
River North Dance Chicago. 
 With growing choreographic opportunities and 
the company changing directors, Rivera eventu-
ally decided to try his hand at being an inde-
pendent artist, while continuing to teach and 
do commercial work. His long-time partner Joe 
Cerqua, a musical composer, had a successful 
career writing music for local theater and his re-
cording studio was in their home. “I’d hear all of 
these great musicians coming over,” said Rivera. 
“I told Joe I’d love to use some of his composi-
tions, so I started using his music and thought 
it would sound better if we got the musicians to 
play it live.” That collaboration became CRDT, 
which also incorporated the work and mind of 
the artist Matt Lamb, fusing art with original 
music and choreography. Lamb passed away last 
year.
 The company has grown since those early 
days. Cerqua served as the original artistic di-
rector, with Rivera taking over duties as things 
got busier. CRDT now has an expanding infra-
structure with a development consultant, and 
administrative manager, a marketing director, a 
grant writer, a graphic designer, two rehearsal 
directors and is celebrating its 15th anniversary 
season. 
 CRDT is also one of the companies chosen by 

a panel of dance experts to perform in the Mu-
sic + Movement Festival Showcase performance 
later this month at the Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University. The festival paired select 
local dance companies with area musicians for a 
three-month-long, multiple-performance event. 
Of those companies, only a few will perform in a 
one-night-only showcase performance. 
 “We received a letter from Brett Batterson 
[executive director of the Auditorium Theatre] 
asking us to be part of the festival,” Rivera said. 
“The whole idea was to bring together diverse 
types of dance organizations and pair the com-
panies with musicians. Obviously, we already 
have in-house musicians, so I talked with Brett 
and he was OK with us using our own.” Accord-
ing to Batterson, “It was their energy, their un-
derstanding of the project, their ability to inte-
grate live music with dance and their diversity” 
that landed them a spot in the showcase. 
 Other dance companies in the showcase in-

clude the Chicago Human Rhythm Project, 
Kuumba Lynx, Mexican Dance Ensemble, Dance-
Works Chicago, Thodos Dance Chicago and Gior-
dano Dance Chicago. “It’s a great place to be,” 
said Rivera. “Becoming partners in the Ameri-
can Rhythm Center, participating in the Music 
+ Movement Festival, celebrating our 15th year, 
getting more people into the office; it’s all kind 
of falling together. I think that this festival and 
the idea that originated it is fantastic. We’re all 
hoping it will be successful enough that the di-
rectors will want to do it again.”
 Music + Movement Festival Showcase at the 
Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University, 50 
E. Congress Pkwy., Wed., May 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20; call 800-982-2787 or visit www.
auditoriumtheatre.org/musicandmovement.

Additional May performances:
 Mordine & Co. presents NEXT 2013 at the 
Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 3035 N. Hoyne Ave., 
Thursday-Friday, May 16-17, at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $14; visit www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/370074.
 St. Petersburg’s Eifman Ballet comes to town 
for three performances of Eifman’s full-length 
ballet Rodin at the Auditorium Theatre, 50 E. 
Congress Pkwy., Friday, May 17, at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 18 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, May 19 
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30-$90; call 800-982-
2787.
 Ballet Chicago presents Balanchine + Beyond 
at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 
E. Randolph St., Saturday, May 18, at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 19 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $25-$50; 
call 312-334-7777 or visit www.harristheaterchi-
cago.org.
 Striding Lion presents Dada Gert, part perfor-
mance art, part three-dimensional architectural 
environment at the Hamlin Park Fieldhouse The-
ater, 3035 N. Hoyne Ave., Thursday-Friday, May 
23-24, and Thursday-Friday, May 30-31, at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $20; visit www.brownpapertick-
ets.com.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

From left: Fawzia Mirza and Armando Riesco star in The happiest Song Plays Last. Read the review on page 19.  
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THEATER REVIEW

Still Alice
Playwright: Christine Mary Dunford 
after the novel by Lisa Genova 
At: Lookingglass Theatre, 
821 N. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: 312-337-0665 or 
www.lookingglasstheatre.org; $36-$70
Runs through: May 19

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

It can be heart-shattering to watch a once-
vibrant friend or relative gradually become a 
forgetful shell of their former selves due to de-
mentia or Alzheimer’s Disease. But what’s it like 
for the person who is directly struggling with 
the memory loss?
 Author Lisa Genova expertly explored a first-
person account of a professor dealing with her 
failing mental faculties in her 2007 novel Still 
Alice. And now playwright and Lookingglass 
Theatre ensemble member Christine Mary Dun-
ford has produced a world premiere stage adap-
tation of Genova’s best-selling book that is both 
theatrical and very emotionally compelling.
 Dunford clearly has empathy for the topic, 
especially since she co-founded The Memory 
Ensemble with The Northwestern Cognitive 
Neurology and Alzheimer’s Disease Center to 
teach improvisational theater to help improve 
the quality of life for people with early stage 
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders. Dun-
ford’s experience shows in her clever stage adap-
tation and her relatively simple staging of it as a 
director, too.
 One of Dunford’s invaluable devices is to have 
the heroine, a Northwestern University profes-
sor named Alice Howland who is approaching her 
50th birthday, played by two actors. Eva Barr is 
the literal Alice and Mariann Mayberry is “Her-
self,” a sort of younger, idealized self to speak 
inner thoughts and to be a version of yourself 

that you might picture yourself talking to in mo-
ments of reflection and solitude. 
 At first the two seem to work in tandem, but 
gradually Herself starts to rearrange the modu-
lar elements of scenic designer John Musial’s 
stage kitchen to parallel Alice’s memory lapses 
(it’s not done out of spite, since Herself also 
becomes very distraught at all the memory and 
cognitive lapses that start piling up). Another 
device that Dunford uses to great effect is to 
utilize projection designer Mike Tutaj’s effects 
of jumbled street grids and shifting house floor 
plans to show the helpless disorientation that 
strikes Alice when she least suspects.
 Alice’s similarly busy professor husband, John 
(a solid Christopher Donahue), doesn’t initially 
notice Alice’s lapses (especially with his own 
forgetfulness about misplacing his glasses). 
But the distressing reality soon creeps in for 

them, and for their grown children of lawyer 
Thomas (an upstanding Cliff Chamberlain) and 
the actress Lydia (a very petulant, but observant 
Joanne Dubach). 
 Amid Alice’s dilemma’s with her memory, she 
starts to re-evaluate the joys and disappoint-
ments of her life, causing uncomfortable pauses 
when she brings up her unhappiness in lucid 
moments. Along the way, there’s also the issues 
of suicide, care-taking and deferred career goals 
that cause Alice’s family to fight.
 Dunford and her leading ladies all work ex-
pertly to show the humanity of Alice, but to 
also make you feel uncomfortable as you relate 
what’s happening to Alice to possible scenarios 
for your own family life. 
 The ravages of aging and death are all facts of 
life that we must all face up to, and Still Alice 
works wonders as a drama to show the very hu-

man and inevitable dilemmas. As the Looking-
glass Theatre’s 25th page-to-stage adaptation 
running during the company’s 25th anniversary, 
Still Alice is certainly a fitting and reflective 
drama to mark the artistic occasion.

Eva Barr and Christopher Donohue in Still Alice. Photo by Liz Lauren

CRITICS’ PICKS

 L’imitation of Life, Hell in a Handbag 
Productions at Mary’s Attic, through May 
10. A hilariously campy drag send up of the 
“serious” 1959 Douglas Sirk film starring 
Lana Turner involving an ambitious actress, 
her devoted African-American maid and 
their troubled daughters. SCM
 The Magic Parlour, The House Theatre of 
Chicago at Palmer House Hilton, through 
June 21. Youthful master magician Den-
nis Watkins offers an intimate hour of jaw-
dropping sleight-of-hand magic and mind-
reading in an oak-paneled room. His clever 
repartee adds to the fun. JA
 A Permanent Image, LiveWire Chicago at 
the Storefront, through May 5. Wunderkind 
Samuel D. Hunter’s favorite themes (death 
and Idaho) may be less emotional in this 
earlier play than in The Whale, but his argu-
ments are far more compelling—accessible, 
too. MSB
  Richard III, Wayward Productions at the 
Underground Wonder Bar, through May 3. 
Depicting the War of the Roses as a rumble 
between biker gangs makes this possibly 
the first production to predict Badass Rich-
ard’s burial beneath a car park. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

SAVE $10* WITH CODE WINDY!

ONLINE: AuditoriumTheatre.org
PHONE: 800.982.ARTS (2787)
BOX OFFICE: 50 E. Congress Pkwy 
gROuPS (10+): 312.341.2357

 *Discount offer valid on price level 2 only. © Copyright 2012 Bill Young Productions, Inc.

THE LEAD WITH YOuR HEART TOuR

A SPECIAL  MOTHER’S DAY PERFORMANCE!

MAY 12  |  7:00PM

A UNIQUE LIVE E XPERIENCE 
SHARING HER KEYS TO HEALTH, 

SUCCESS & HAPPINESS

VIP TICKETS AVAILABLE!
ONLINE: AuditoriumTheatre.org
PHONE: 800.982.ARTS (2787)

BOX OFFICE: 50 E. Congress Pkwy 
GROUPS (10+): 312.341.2357

MAY 10 
8:00PM

SAVE $10* WITH CODE WINDY — NEXT WEEKEND!

SHARING HER KEYS TO HEALTH, 

* Discount offer valid on price levels 2 & 3 only. Not valid on VIP tickets or on other offers or promotions. © 2013 TourDesign Creative Services.

http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org
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 Dalton Trumbo, a writer behind such famous films like 
Spartacus, Roman Holiday and Exodus, stood by his convic-
tions and refused to testify before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee in the late 1940s. Find out how Trum-
bo bravely weathered being blacklisted in the play Trum-
bo—Red, White and Blacklisted. Penned by Trumbo’s 
son, Christopher, the drama is based upon the celebrated 
screenwriter’s correspondence to family, friends and more. 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble’s production of Trumbo—Red, 
White and Blacklisted plays now through Sunday, May 19, 
at College of DuPage’s Building K Theatre, 425 Fawell Blvd., 
Glen Ellyn. Performance times are 8 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays with 2 p.m. matinees Sundays. Tickets are $25-
$33 with discounts available for students and seniors; call 
630-942-4000 or visit www.atthemac.org. Image by GIFT 
Photo

SPOTLIGHT

HEAD OF PASSES
BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER TARELL ALVIN McCRANEY
DIRECTED BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER TINA LANDAU

A WORLD-PREMIERE DRAMA ABOUT FAITH, FAMILY 
AND FINDING YOUR PLACE IN THE WORLD

Featuring ensemble members 
Alana Arenas, Jon Michael Hill (May 21 – Jun 9) and Tim Hopper 
with James T. Alfred, Kyle Beltran (Apr 4 – May 19), Chris Boykin, 
Cheryl Lynn Bruce, Glenn Davis, Ron Cephas Jones 
and Jacqueline Williams

Head of Passes is the 
recipient of a Joyce Award.

This project is supported in part 
by an award from the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 

Corporate 
Production Sponsor

Tickets start at just $20.
Buy online at steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650.

FANS AND CRITICS ARE PRAISING 
HEAD OF PASSES !

“UNBELIEVABLY POWERFUL...BEAUTIFUL...
AN EXTRAORDINARY PLAY” 

–WBEZ

“INVENTIVE, 
DEVASTATING... 
Shelah’s faith gets tested 

in a profound way” 
–Time Out Chicago

“The show’s fi rst 
act fi nale is 

A STUNNER” 
–Chicago Sun-Times

“Speaks to the timeless 
human condition with 

HUMOR, CANDOR 
AND INTELLECT” 

–Newcity

“It is one of the 
VERY fi nest plays 

we’ve seen. Head of 
Passes is a 

MUST-SEE” 
–K Beth, Facebook

“Shelah’s world has collapsed, 
a change that manifests in 

all its existential and 

EYE-POPPING 
THEATRICAL GLORY” 

–Chicago Tribune

THEATER REVIEW

Death Takes a 
Holiday
Playwright: music and lyrics by Maury 
Yeston, book by Peter Stone 
and Thomas Meehan
At: Circle Theatre at Stage 773, 
1225 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-327-5252; 
www.circle-theatre.org; $30-$32
Runs through: May 26

BY MARY ShEN BARNIDGE
 
The popularity of death as a literary theme has 
not diminished—indeed, may have increased as 
medical advances facilitate lengthier equivoca-
tion over the hereafter. What is rarer nowadays 
is the Grim Reaper depicted in human form, 
whether the hooded specter of Medieval morality 
plays or the suave aristocrat of Victorian fiction, 
for active participation in the dramatic action. 
Thus, Alberto Casella’s 1924 tale of necrophilic 
seduction can be viewed as retro even for its 
own time.
 Our story begins with a party of summer 
tourists driving recklessly over the precarious 
mountain roads in northern Italy, causing the 
newly betrothed Grazia Lamberti to be thrown 
from the car—but when her companions rush 
to her aid, they find her miraculously uninjured. 
That same night, her father receives a demand 
for his hospitality and his secrecy regarding the 
identity of the stranger posing as “Prince Nikolai 

Sirki.” Over the weekend, the Russian expatriate 
arouses the suspicions of a few house guests—a 
war widow, an ex-fighter pilot, a doctor and the 
elderly dowager who welcomes the foreigner as 
if expecting him—to whom he appears curiously 
familiar. More disturbing, however, is Grazia’s at-
traction to the handsome young bachelor—at-
tentions he does not discourage. 
 This grisly premise is not without its lighter 
moments—the humor as the “Prince” discovers 
the sensory pleasures of food (and lust), for ex-
ample. The score also encompasses a Charleston 
ditty played on the Victorola and a patter song 
executed by a squad of jittery servants. For the 
most part, though, Maury Yeston, Peter Stone 
and Thomas Meehan focus their skills on a seem-
ingly endless string of operatic Puccini-meets-
Sondheim ballads (with a touch of Renaissance 
harmony—think Bach’s toccata—on “Death Is 
in the House”). 
 Under Elizabeth Margolius’ direction, the Circle 
Theatre company deftly navigates the physical 
and acoustical realms of Stage 773’s big pro-
scenium room (the latter tending to dilute the 
unmiked voices and flute-fueled orchestrations 
in the show’s first moments—a flaw quickly rec-
tified). Nate Lewellyn and Laura McClain are an 
engaging pair of young lovers, but this commen-
tary on life’s twilight years is rightfully the prov-
ince of its mature voices—Rus Rainear, Rosalind 
Hurwitz, Kevin M. Grubb and Denise Tamburrino. 
Music being the most emotional of all the arts, 
their efforts make for Dark Romance to undo the 
coldest-hearted playgoer. Bring your hankies. 
Bring two. In fact, bring a dozen!

Death Takes a holiday. Photo courtesy of the Circle Theatre

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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I turned to the  
Best Minds in Medicine for 
my lung cancer treatment.

My cancer was inoperable, but Dr. Salgia 

and his team found other options.

We stayed optimistic  

and we fought back hard.

I wasn’t about to let cancer beat me.

That’s why I’m here.

Tony  
Lung Cancer Survivor 

Orland Park, IL

More at uchospitals.edu/tonystory 

or uchospitals.edu
More at 1-888-824-0200

We are at the  
Forefront of Cancer Care.

For us, inoperable means let’s find  

another way.

Our new advanced treatments mean  

we have more ways to fight it.

I’ve dedicated my life to beating cancer.

That’s why I’m here.

Ravi Salgia, MD, PhD  
Director of Thoracic Oncology Program

Our New Hospital Is Now Open
WELCOME TO THE  CENTER FOR CARE AND DISCOVERY

THEATER REVIEW

The Happiest 
Song Plays Last
Playwright: Quiara Alegría hudes
At: Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn St.
Tickets: 312-443-3800; 
www.goodmantheatre.org; $14-$45
Runs through: May 12

BY MARY ShEN BARNIDGE
 
Ideally, Quiara Alegría Hudes’ three-part family saga would be viewed 
in the order of the events it recounts. If only the author had known 
she was writing a trilogy when she began, or that the second play 
would win a Pulitzer (but won’t be seen in Chicago until later this 
season), then there would be no necessity for a review to include a 
summary of what you need to know going into its concluding seg-
ment, currently playing at the Goodman.
 Elliot Ortiz, an Iraq War veteran is troubled by a shrapnel-injured 
leg and memories of his first kill, both occurring in 2003. His aunt 
Ginny was a social activist in Philadelphia’s Barrio Boricua, feeding 
the hungry from her kitchen garden, until her death from cancer in 
2009 united her nephew with Yazmin, her music-professor daughter. 
As the two cousins conduct the funeral arrangements, Elliot comes 
to terms with his estranged birth mother, a former crack user now 
operating a chat room for recovering addicts. The final chapter—the 
one we’re watching—opens in 2011 with Elliot working on location in 
Jordan as a consultant for a documentary film, and Yazmin continuing 
Ginny’s mission in the ghetto.         
 Both are still embroiled in the upheaval of their times—Yazmin 
leads protests against inhumane conditions in the medical clinics 
serving the poor, Elliot experiences flashbacks in the desert only “two 
countries away” from the so-called Arab Spring. Personal issues figure 
in their lives, too, as Yazmin is courted by an avuncular musician 
and Elliot grows increasingly close to a pair of fellow artists whose 
destinies are likewise complicated by their ethnicity. After many hard 
decisions, however, the last song ends with our young pilgrims facing 
a hopeful future—evidenced by not one, but two, pregnancies within 
the Ortiz clan.
 Hudes makes no secret of her story’s roots in the real-world experi-
ences of her own family, so its atmosphere of nostalgic sentimentality 
is hardly unexpected. Edward Torres’ direction affirms the romantic 
ambience invoked by John Boesche’s scenic projections on the stucco 
wall connecting the widely disparate locales, further enhanced by the 
jíbaro serenades of cuatro-guitarist Nelson Gonzalez. The ensemble 
led by Armando Riesco, as the haunted Elliot, and Sandra Marquez, 
as the harried Yazmin, lend depth to archetypes grown long familiar 
to American audiences. Ultimately, the aforementioned chronologi-
cal dissonance makes for nebulous narrative, but the production’s 
theatrical iconography redeems itself in the sheer warmth born of 
optimism and redemption.  

Armando Riesco in The happiest Song Plays Last. Photo by Liz 
Lauren

http://www.uchospitals.edu/tonystory
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I turned to the  
Best Minds in Medicine for 
my lung cancer treatment.

My cancer was inoperable, but Dr. Salgia 

and his team found other options.

We stayed optimistic  

and we fought back hard.

I wasn’t about to let cancer beat me.

That’s why I’m here.

Tony  
Lung Cancer Survivor 

Orland Park, IL

More at uchospitals.edu/tonystory 

or uchospitals.edu
More at 1-888-824-0200

We are at the  
Forefront of Cancer Care.

For us, inoperable means let’s find  

another way.

Our new advanced treatments mean  

we have more ways to fight it.

I’ve dedicated my life to beating cancer.

That’s why I’m here.

Ravi Salgia, MD, PhD  
Director of Thoracic Oncology Program

Our New Hospital Is Now Open
WELCOME TO THE  CENTER FOR CARE AND DISCOVERY

http://www.uchospitals.edu/tonystory


Hava Nagila
(The Movie);
DVD notes 

Who would have thought there’d be enough 
backstory on the Jewish wedding song staple 
“Hava Nagila” to merit a feature-length docu-
mentary? Okay, there’s not really enough but the 
good-natured approach director Roberta Gross-
man applies to her quirky subject matter helps 
to forgive the excess running time. And the addi-
tion of the vocally talented Rusty Schwimmer as 
narrator on the soundtrack certainly augments 
the playful, informative tone of the movie. (In 
the interest of full disclosure, it should be noted 
that Schwimmer co-starred in my film Scrooge & 
Marley so I may be a tad biased). The documen-
tary, titled hava Nagila (The Movie)—is play-
ing a one week run at the Music Box Theatre, 
3733 N. Southport Ave., beginning Friday, May 
3.
 Who hasn’t attended a Jewish wedding and 
been caught up in the frenzied excitement when 

the band kicks into the slow-building repeti-
tive standard that features guests encircling the 
bride and groom, balanced on chairs perched 
over the heads of the crowd, dancing around 
them in united bliss? And let’s be honest—who 
hasn’t also dreaded, with equal measure, this 
moment? Grossman and her writer, Sophie Sar-
tain (who both co-produced along with Marta 
Kauffman), understand this often mixed reaction 
to the song. And to underscore both the kitsch 
and heartfelt appeal of “Hava Nagila,” they start 
the film with a battery of clips, tossing in ev-
erything from Thoroughly Modern Millie (with 
Julie Andrews and Mary Tyler Moore improbably 
leading the revelers) to vintage home movies. 
Quickly, Josh Kun—an expert on the subject of 
Judaic musical history (and much more) and a 

wry commentator—guides us through a history 
of the song’s ancestry.
 The history of “Hava Nagila,” it seems, also 
makes for a pretty good starting point in recall-
ing the struggle of Russian Jews and their im-
migration to the United States, the creation of 
Israel, and spread of Judaism (helped by that 
darn song) to far-flung parts of the world. The 
assimilation of the song into popular culture 
seems to have mirrored that of its people. The 
movie is littered with a great cross-section of 
folks (including a sprightly 86-year-old woman 
who demonstrates the dance, oblivious to star-
tled passer bys) and though the documentary 
is, again, too long, and though you may curse 
the fact that after Hava Nagila (The Movie) is 
over you won’t be able to get “Hava Nagila” (the 
song) out of your head for hours, it’s hard to 
think of a movie—any movie—that could make 
the importance of a religious song quite so fun, 
thought provoking, and entertaining. Mazel tov! 
www.musicboxtheatre.com

The summer blockbuster season kicks off this 
week with the eagerly anticipated Iron Man 3, 
starring Robert Downey, Jr., returning to the 
role of playboy/mad inventor Tony Stark—the 
part that reignited his career in 2007. Gwyneth 
Paltrow, who was recently named People’s Most 
Beautiful Woman and is concurrently one of the 
most hated women in Celebrityville (because of 
the People “award”?), is also back as Stark’s true 
love, Pepper Potts. Ben Kingsley, Guy Pearce, 
Rebecca Hall and Don Cheadle join the duo. Ad-
vance word on the movie is that the franchise 
has gotten its groove back (after losing a bit of 
steam with Iron Man 2) but you’ll have to wait 
until further this week to read my take on this 

second sequel as the film wasn’t screened for 
critics by deadline. Visit our website on Friday 
to read my review.

DVD notes:
 Last week, as Barbra Streisand was celebrating 
her 71st birthday, TCM host Robert Osborne and 
Cher introduced a 45th-anniversary screening 
of a remastered print of Funny Girl, as part of 
the annual TCM Film Festival. Funny Girl is Strei-
sand’s glorious 1968 film debut for which she 
won international stardom as well as the Oscar 
for best actress. 
 The remastered print has now been issued in 
Blu-ray form (available exclusively through Am-
azon.com) and though the single disc includes 
the same two vintage featurettes previously 
available on the DVD version and offers no new 
content (why no Barbra commentary track?), 
this is definitely worth the upgrade for the eye-
popping color alone. (Barbra looks smashing in 
Irene Sharaff’s costumes.) For the uninitiated 
(yes, I suppose there are some young ‘uns who 
have yet to experience the Streisand magic) 
Funny Girl is Barbra at her best.
 Streisand is also charming, funny and warm in 
the surprisingly bittersweet comedy The Guilt 
Trip, in which she co-stars with Seth Rogen. The 
movie did okay at the box office when it was 
released at the end of the holidays, audiences 
perhaps resistant to what they might have per-
ceived from the trailer as yet another predictable 
road comedy. And sure enough, there are plenty 
of those moments. However, the movie, which 
Anne Fletcher directed, also allows both Strei-
sand and Rogen plenty of moments to stretch 
beyond the usual stereotypical characters they 
portray and the chemistry between the two is 
lovely to behold. The film is out on Blu-ray and 
DVD but sadly doesn’t include a single special 
feature.
 Vito, from out filmmaker Jeffrey Schwarz is 
the lively, insightful and very inspiring docu-
mentary portrait of Vito Russo—author of the 
seminal The Celluloid Closet, a tireless AIDS 
activist and so much more. The film is a long-
overdue love letter to the man we can thank for 
many of the advances in gay rights and culture 
that we now take for granted. The 2011 movie, 
which had a successful festival run and debuted 
last Pride month on HBO, is now out on DVD 
from First Run Features. It includes a bevy of 
special features and is definitely worth adding 
to the collection. 
 Also from First Run is Wagner & Me, a 2010 
documentary re-examination by director Patrick 
McGrady of the works of operatic composer Rich-
ard Wagner, whose complicated personal life and 
reputation have long colored appreciation for 
this music. The openly gay British actor, writer 
and raconteur Stephen Fry leads viewers on a 
journey into Wagner’s life and works in an at-
tempt to separate the composer from his tar-
nished reputation (further tainted when Hitler 
so fervently embraced the composer’s music).

harry Belafonte discusses the song “hava Nagila” in hava Nagila (The Movie). 

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

BY 
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Matt Bomer part 
of ‘Superman’ 
DVD May 7
 Superman: Unbound, the next entry in the 
ongoing series of DC Universe Animated Origi-
nal Movies, will be out on DVD May 7.
 Produced by Warner Premiere, DC Enter-
tainment and Warner Bros. Animation, the 
all-new, PG-13 rated film will be from Warner 
Bros. Home Entertainment as a Blu-ray Combo 
Pack ($24.98) and DVD ($19.98), On Demand 
and for digital download. The Blu-ray Combo 
Pack will include UltraViolet.
 The film’s voicecast is led by out actor Matt 
Bomer (White Collar) as Superman, John 
Noble (Fringe, The Lord of the Rings films) 
as Brainiac, Stana Katic (Castle) as Lois Lane 
and Molly Quinn (Castle) as Supergirl.

‘Fourplay’ on 
DVD May 14
 Directed by indie filmmaker Kyle Henry 
(ROOM) and executive-produced by out musi-
cian Michael Stipe and Jim McKay, Fourplay 
will be out on DVD and VOD May 14, available 
on TLA Video.
 Fourplay—starring Sara Sevigny, Atticus 
Rowe and Jose Villareal, among others—pres-
ents a quartet of sex tales set in four U.S. 
cities (San Francisco; Austin, Texas; Tampa, 
Fla.; and Skokie, Ill.). The movie premiered 
at the 2012 Frameline Film Festival, and seg-
ments of the anthology has played at Cannes, 
Sundance, Outfest and other festivals across 
the globe.
 See www.TLAGay.com/fourplay for more in-
formation.

http://www.porchlightmusictheatre.org
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BY JERRY NUNN

Welsh actor Matthew Rhys made a lasting im-
pression as out gay attorney Kevin Walker on the 
ABC show Brothers & Sisters. 
 On the big screen he starred in Julie Taymor’s 
Titus, then played Dylan Thomas in The Edge of 
Love. 
 His latest project is the FX drama series The 
Americans, where he stars as Phillip Jennings. 
The Americans also stars Keri Russell as his 
undercover wife and follows a story set in the 
1980s about Cold War KGB agents. 
 Windy City Times: hi, Matthew. Did you al-
ways want to be an actor?
 Matthew Rhys: I’m not sure, that might be a 
chicken-or-egg question. When I was growing 
up I sort of wanted to be all these sort of classic 
boyhood things like a soldier and a cowboy. I 
think there must have been a point when I real-
ized if I was an actor I could play all those parts 

and then go home at the end of the day. That’s 
the glory, in a way, of doing this crazy, maniacal 
job is that you do get the opportunity to live 
out boyhood fantasies and at the moment I’m 
checking the box off on the spy one.
 WCT: What made you want to do the show in 
the first place?
 MR: The draw of the part was always the emo-
tional stuff—that sort of incredibly complex re-
lationship you find them at. Sort of steering that 
emotional voyage has [had], for want of a better 
pretentious cliché, this sort of hard element to 
it all. 
 I look forward to the action stuff because it’s 
like a welcome break from this sort of slightly 
heavier emotional stuff. It’s like doing games 
when you’re at school. What do you call it here? 
Sports? 
 WCT: P.E. has there been a role that has re-
quired you to wear so many hats for a part?
 MR: It’s just like my social life! There is no 
real change for me coming in. Certainly, this is 
the most diverse part I’ve ever had for sort of 
playing different parts within one part. That’s 
an actor’s dream, I think, to get to have that 
variety within one part. It’s sort of everything 
you want. There is no danger of going stale. 
 WCT: What was it like working with Keri 
Russell?
 MR: I don’t think we have the time. It’s a 
nightmare! [Laughs] She is everything I imag-
ined that has been reported about her in the 
past, as sort of the consummate professional 
when she turns up. She is a real dream to work 
with, to be perfectly honest. I said about her 
the other day, nothing is a problem for her even 

when it is. She takes that sort of ethos on the 
set every day. We do have a lot of fun. There is 
a lot of sort of poking fun at each other, but we 
do make each other laugh, which is great.
 WCT: Did the costumes and sets help you 
get into the part?
 MR: Absolutely. I think any physical influence 
like that will inevitably help steer and guide you 
as a character. I think just the way it obviously 
aids us as a dramatic piece, we’re not in an age 
of technology and that you realize that espio-
nage at the time was incredibly based on human 
intuition and ingenuity, really. It aids it all, re-
ally.
 WCT: Did you speak Russian prior to the 
role?
 MR: I was fluent before I took the part, fun-
nily enough. No, I wasn’t at all. You will, in fact, 

unfortunately hear me butcher the beautiful lan-
guage of Russian in an upcoming episode. It’s 
been a little bit of a linguistic struggle for me.
 WCT: have you had a favorite moment from 
the filming?
 MR: I suppose the scenes for me that are the 
most satisfying are the boundaries we push 
emotionally and psychologically with Philip and 
Elizabeth further pushing their own relationship 
in striving for potential or possible relationship. 
You realize for two people to spend so long to-
gether and who are trained to gather, glean, and 
gain information, they’re incredibly bad commu-
nicators with each other. 
 It’s been a slow creep for the two of them 
in getting to where they are. There is a lot of 
push and pull in the relationship that sort of 
sets them back and pushes them forward and 
sets them back further. It’s those scenes I find 
most rewarding as you very slowly, and some-
times painfully, chip away at the veneer of what 
their relationship is.
 WCT: Did you enjoy getting back to the 
‘80s?
 MR: I have, I have. They were very formative 
years for me sort of growing up. There have been 
elements of the clothes. We go, “Oh my God, I 
remember my mom wearing these!”
 Strangely enough, it was a time where we were 
watching American television so I have this 
strange, slightly removed nostalgia when the 
cars come out. I remember those cars watching 
them on television thinking oh, my God, they’re 
so exotic, those Mustangs and Buicks, and now 
I’m being allowed to drive one recklessly, which 
is fabulous.
 WCT: Thanks for your support and playing a 
gay character on Brothers and Sisters.
 MR: It is absolutely my pleasure. I was very 
lucky with the writing of it really. That all 
stemmed from Jon Robin Baitz, so I was just 
a conduit really to his work. It was an amazing 
time.
 Spy on The Americans Wednesdays on Fx.

NUNN ON ONE: TELEVISION

Matthew Rhys: Welsh actor 
is one of ‘The Americans’

Matthew Rhys. Photo courtesy of Fx

BEFORE THE TUDORS AND BRING UP THE BODIES,  
SHAKESPEARE EXPOSED THE INSATIABLE DESIRE 
OF ENGLAND’S                  ROYAL RAKE.

DIRECTED BY  
BARBARA GAINES

MAJOR 2012/13 SEASON SUPPORTERSPRODUCTION SPONSOR

http://www.cgmc.org
http://www.chicagoshakes.com
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BY ROSS FORMAN

Frank J. Andonoplas is convinced that when, not 
if, same-sex marriage becomes legal in Illinois, 
his wedding consulting business will spike dra-
matically within the LGBT community, perhaps 
by 50 percent.
 Andonoplas’ clientele now includes about 20 
percent same-sex couples. After all, Andonop-
las isn’t just one of the best, most respected 
wedding planners locally, but worldwide. He is 
one of only 71 master bridal consultants in the 
world, an honor presented by the Association 
of Bridal Consultants—and he’s the first male 
to achieve the title. He has won Special Event 
Magazine’s coveted Gala Award and last year 
won the Spotlight Award and was named Event 
Planner of the Year by Event Solutions Magazine. 
 “A wedding is a wedding, period, Andonoplas 
said. “I’m [hired] because most clientele are 
working professionals who like things done cor-
rectly and don’t have time to manage an event 
[as large as a wedding.] They are hiring me for 
my expertise and my creativity.” 
 With 20 years of experience, Andonoplas of-
fers a meticulous, unmatched attention to de-
tail, with an amazing personal touch to reflect 
the couple’s style.
 “I sit down with the couple after being hired 
for a getting-to-know-you meeting, and ask 
them a lot of personal questions to truly know 
and understand their style” he said.
 Andonoplas wants to know such details about 
his clients as where they like to go on vacations, 
their favorite colors, what they like to eat, what 
they do in their spare time, their hobbies, and 
more—all to prepare the perfect wedding.
 “From there, I pick out things that will work 

within the details of the event to really show-
case their personalities and style,” said Andono-
plas who, for instance, worked with a couple 
that really enjoyed wine. So he suggested a 
wine bar instead of the traditional open bar. “It 
worked out perfectly,” he said. And at that wed-
ding, he heard an attendee say, “Oh my God, this 
is so them.” 
 Andonoplas was all smiles.
 “One thing I really pride myself on is, none of 
the weddings that I design and coordinate look 
or feel the same; each is based on that couple’s 
originality, personality and style,” he said.
 Andonoplas lives in the Edgewater neighbor-
hood with his partner of 24 years, Shawn, and 
Fenwick, their Bichon Frise. His studio also is 
located in Edgewater, in the arcade of the Edge-
water Beach Apartments. They had a commit-
ment ceremony, commonplace years ago, to 
celebrate their 10-year anniversary with family 
and friends. They also had a private civil union 
ceremony in 2011.
 “As soon as [same-sex] marriage [becomes le-
gal] in Illinois, this [industry] is going to go 
through the roof,” said Andonoplas, who admits 
he is constantly monitoring the legal updates.
 Andonoplas, the owner of Frank Event Design, 
accepts only one wedding per weekend, a long-
standing policy of his to guarantee full support 
and dedication to the couple. 
 “I never envisioned, way back when, doing 
this for 20 years. I thought I would be a [life-
long] banker as I was in the banking industry for 
almost 16 years before starting this,” he said. 
“I’ve put a lot of work into this job, a lot of 
heart, soul and passion, too.”
 And he has plenty of memories to reflect upon. 
Such as the 2012 wedding he coordinated for 

two women at the Adler Planetarium “that was 
off the hook,” and even featured in CS Brides 
Magazine. “It was amazing. We branded the wed-
ding with a custom logo, and [that logo] ap-
peared on everything from the invitation to the 
stamp to the pillows in the lounge to the dome 
of the Planetarium when you were leaving [the 
building.]”
 Andonoplas acknowledged that his own wed-
ding ceremony certainly has helped him profes-
sionally. “You have a completely different expe-
rience from that perspective as opposed to just 
planning,” he said. “It was very emotional. To 
say those [commitment] words in front of all our 
family and friends meant so much to us.
 “I got a better sense of how the couple feels 
during the day, and truly understood and ap-
preciated how I make it easy, special and memo-
rable in all the right ways.”
 And yes, Andonoplas did hire a wedding con-
sultant to be there the day of his wedding, “to 
make sure everything ran smoothly,” he said. “It 

was an awesome day, so special and meaning-
ful.”
 The same feeling Andonoplas has helped liter-
ally hundreds of other couples enjoy.
 Andonoplas can be reached at 773-275-6804 
or frank@frankeventdesign.com.
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Contact: David L. Strzepek 
David@totalpromote.com

Phone:773-505-7794

Your Wedding  
at Unity Lutheran 

Make your wedding dreams come true at  

Unity Lutheran Church, Balmoral at Magnolia, Andersonville. 

Same-gender and opposite-gender weddings.  

Multi-cultural, LGBTQ friendly,  

community involved congregation.  

Call 773-878-4747  

Pastor Fred Kinsey ~ Associate Pastor John Roberts  
unitylutheranchicago.org

Andonoplas helps a flower girl get ready. Photo by Aaron Fortin

Andonoplas works with a make-up artist. 
Photo courtesy of Wedding Day Art
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thedrakehotel.com     312.787.2200     

Destiny

O u r  t r a d i t i O n  w e l c O m e s  a l l  t r a d i t i O n s .  Make your commitment ceremony truly historic. The Drake 
Hotel offers timeless elegance, unmatched personal service, and a connection to tradition that no other Chicago venue can 
match. Luxuries of the past. Amenities of the present. Hopes for the future.

http://www.thedrakehotel.com
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BY ROSS FORMAN

When Don Strzepek applied for a job at The Tuck-
er Company, one of Chicago’s most prestigious 
jewelry stores, he envisioned only working there 
for three months. He had been a school teacher 
locally and was applying for teaching jobs in San 
Diego—the Tucker gig was just to bring in a few 
bucks before he went west.
 “I applied sort of on a whim, and by the time 
I got home, while living with my parents [at the 
time], they had already called three times [to 
further discuss the job because the company] 
needed someone immediately because [their 
staff] was short-handed.”
 Two months into the job, Strzepek was sent 
to his first diamond course, “and I was imme-
diately hooked,” he said. “The fascination with 
gem stones and the variety of people that you 
meet [attracted me, along with] the diversity 
and just making people happy. Every ring and 
every necklace [is enjoyable, plus the] custom 
designing appeals to my artistic side. Every day 
was different, and still is; and the fast-pace of 
the industry is enjoyable. It’s just extremely fas-
cinating to me.”
 Thirty years after first walking into The Tucker 
Company store in downtown Chicago, a store 
founded in 1935, Strzepek is still there. In fact, 
the openly gay 51-year-old is now the owner.
 “I never envisioned it; I never thought this 
would happen,” Strzepek said. “When Sherman 
Tucker was 90, he decided that it probably was 
time to sell the company. I eventually put to-
gether a business plan, ultimately got the loan 
[needed] and, in November 2006, signed the 
check and bought the company.”
 Former owner Sherman Tucker, the son of the 
founder, died April 12, 2012, at age 95.
 “It was a little overwhelming the day [I bought 
the company]. My boss became my employee,” 

he added with a laugh. “Now, it’s challenging, 
but fun. Shortly after taking over, the economy 
struggled and I’ve seen major technological ad-
vances in the industry over the years, includ-
ing Internet shopping, and new designing, etc. 
That’s not all a bad thing, but challenges.”
 Is it a fun job?
 You bet, he said. “Every day is a challenge; 
you never know what it’s going to bring,” he 
said. “I still love the inter-personal contact 
when people come in [to the store.]”
 Strzepek has quick ability to put customers 
at ease, especially since “buying jewelry can 

be overwhelming,” he said, “but it doesn’t have 
to be. Buying jewelry should be enjoyable. I’m 
a believer that every single person who comes 
through the door is my first customer—and 
that’s how I treat them.
 “Jewelry is a lifetime expression, and I’m here 
for you.”
 Strzepek, who lives in Lakeview and is dating 
a culinary chef, hasn’t forgotten his teaching 
roots. He is now a part-time educator for the 
Citywide Colleges of Chicago, teaching English-
as-a-second language, which is fun and fasci-
nating, he said.

 The Tucker Company is a full-service jeweler—
from watch repairs to custom designing jewelry, 
and everything in between, including diamonds, 
semi-precious gemstones, creating men’s brace-
lets, women’s earrings and more.
 “I never do a hard sell; that’s not my style,” 
Strzepek said. “I’d rather a person sleep on the 
decision [to buy or not,] and be secure in what 
they’re purchasing, knowing what they’re pur-
chasing is being made in the U.S., made prop-
erly and with integrity.”

tucker, inc.
Chicago
Est. 1935

Jewelry for every occasion
Diamonds  *  Jewelry  *  Executive Gifts

Celebrating Marriage Equality For All

Donald Strzepek, proprietor
Proud to be part of the community

5 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 507, Chicago
312-263-3315, fax 312-263-3317, www.tuckercompany.net

HERS

HIS

Gay man continues tradition with jewelry store

Don Strzepek of The Tucker Company. Photo courtesy of Strzepek

Turn to page 29
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BY ROSS FORMAN

Steve Nasshan celebrated in April the one-year 
anniversary of Get on the Floor (GTF) Dance 
Company, which he owns and operates in Chi-
cago’s North Center neighborhood—and more 
than a decade in the ballroom dance industry.
 “I got my start with the Arthur Murray fran-
chise, then taught for the Fred Astaire franchise, 
and finally ended up at a privately-owned studio 
in Chicago,” Nasshan said. “A few years ago, I 
went through the process of opening a branch 
of the Fred Astaire franchise, but unfortunately 
finances fell through at the last minute and it 
forced me back to square one.
 “I grew up with parents who were teachers, 
studied education through college, but always 
had a little performance bug inside of me. The 
ballroom dance industry fulfills my need to teach 
and my need to perform. It was time to see the 
vision in my head about a studio that could be 
my own finally come into reality.”
 Get on the Floor Dance Company meshes 
Nasshan’s knowledge of the industry, with what 
he’s learned as a professional competitive ball-
room dancer, and his own creative vision.
 “The goal upon opening was to not close,” 
Nasshan joked. 
 “Ballroom dance is a hidden community in Chi-
cago, so part of the [company] philosophy is to 
just bring ballroom dance into the community. 
We do this by partnering with other businesses, 
hosting events, and donating our time to give 
back to the community,” such as teaching free 
classes at the Center on Halsted, which he has 
done.
 Nasshan, 29, lives in Edgewater and is openly 
gay. He was born and raised in Chicago, gradu-
ated from Niles West High School in suburban 

Skokie, then attended Augustana College in Rock 
Island before completing most of his studies at 
Northeastern Illinois University. 
 His dance company has been fantastic in year 
one, he said.
 “Ballroom dance is a great way to meet new 
people, stay in shape, and try something out 
of the ordinary,” Nasshan said. “Our [company] 
instructors are trained in how to make our pri-
vate lessons as fun and easy as possible. We are 
confident that we can teach anybody how to ‘get 
on the floor.’ In addition to private lessons, we 
also provide many ways for our students to ap-
ply what they’re learning to real-life settings,” 
through events, social dance parties, competi-
tions and, most recently, road trips.  
 “Our customers are anyone and everyone who 
has the desire to learn how to dance. Even the 
ones who don’t, we’ll give them the desire to 
learn. We are confident that we can add joy and 
excitement to anyone’s life.”
 Nasshan said Get on the Floor offers a unique 
and personalized experience for all customers, 
with programs personalized around the cus-
tomer’s dance goals, dreams and desires. Some 
simply join for the fun, others are interested in 
losing weight, and others are truly hoping to 
learn a first-dance for their wedding, among 
other reasons.
 And those who claim they have two left-feet, 
Nasshan smiles—and certainly welcomes them.
 “I explain [to those customers] that Get on 
the Floor Dance Company instructors have the 
training and ability to teach anyone how to 
dance, even someone with eight left feet,” he 
said. “There is not a large market of people who 
know they want to learn ballroom dancing, but 
there is a larger market of people that know they 
want to add joy to their lives. It is up to us to 

show them that Get on the Floor Dance Company 
is the place to do it.
 “All you need to be successful at ballroom 
dancing is the desire and the commitment to 
learn.”
 But how do you run a successful business, es-
pecially one that is out of the norm?
 “One of the most important things to me as a 
business owner is philanthropy,” Nasshan said. 
“I believe that giving-back is the quickest way 
to receive and GTF Dance Company has many 
ideas for the future. I have been in the process 
of planning a charity event that would mimic 
Dancing With The Stars, except that the stars 

steve nasshan’s passion 
shows on the dance floor

Above: Nasshan (on the mic) leads an event 
at Get on the Floor Dance Comapny. Left: 
Nasshan and partner. Photos from Nasshan

Turn to page 29
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Join us for Mass on
Sundays at 5pm
Broadway United Methodist Church
3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org

Proud to be an inclusive Catholic Church for 40 years.

Claudia and Angelica
Trailblazers in the �ght for Marriage Equality

Dignity/Chicago members

At Dignit y/Chicago,  we a�rm
s a m e - s e x  u n i o n s  a s  l o v i n g ,
l i fe - giv ing,  and l i fe -a�rming.

Donald B. Boyd, Jr., 
Family Law
232 S. Lathrop Ave., Forest Park, 
Ill.
708-848-1005
www.boyddivorce.com
 Specializing in civil unions, LGBT 
issues, divorce/wills/trusts, real 
estate closings, custody violation, 
and child support. Free initial con-
sultation. Evening and weekend 
appointments available. Major 
credit cards accepted.

Dignity Chicago
Broadway United Methodist 
Church, 3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org
 At Dignity/Chicago, we affirm 
same – sex unions as loving, life-
giving, and life-affirming. Proud to 
be an inclusive Catholic Church for 
40 years. Join us for Mass on Sun-
days at 5pm.

The Drake
312-787-2200 
thedrakehotel.com
 Our tradition welcomes all tradi-
tions. Make your commitment cer-
emony truly historic. The Drake
Hotel offers timeless elegance, 
unmatched personal service, and 
a connection to tradition that no 
other Chicago venue can match. 
Luxuries of the past. Amenities of 
the present. Hopes for the future.  

Mother Jubi Dutcher, 
Officiant
773-946-7318
revtjdutcher@gmail.com
 A ceremony you’ll never forget!
When you’re planning your com-
mitment ceremony, call Mother 
Jubi Dutcher to officiate. Your 
union is a sacrament. 

James E. Elvord, AWM, 
Financial Advisor
RBC Wealth Mgmt.
312-559-1738 or 800-683-3246
james.elvord@rbc.com
 You’re a front-runner who spots 
trends a mile away, and you pride 
yourself on standing out from the 
crowd. At RBC Wealth Management, 
we know that a good portfolio is a 
reflection of your needs and goals. 
That’s why we work with you to 
create a comprehensive plan that 
works for you, with a wide range of 
flexible financial solutions.

Entertaining Company
312-829-2800
www.entertainingcompany.com
 Entertaining Company, Chicago s 
caterer for 20 years, boldly designs 
every event, from vibrant wedding 
and commitment ceremony cater-
ing to sparkling social event cater-
ing, including backyard barbeques 
and black tie galas. Entertain-
ing Company catering transports 
guests to a bold world of celebra-
tion inspired by a palate of artisan 
ingredients, global traditions and 
colorful settings.

Frank Event Design
Frank J. Andonoplas, Master 
Bridal Consultant 
5555 N. Sheridan Rd., Arcade 
Level 
773-275-6804 
frank@frankeventdesign.com
www.frankeventdesign.com
  Named 2012 Event Planner of 
Year, Gala Award winner Frank J. 
Andonoplas has been designing 
and coordinating weddings for 20 
years. He is one of 69 Master Bridal 
Consultants worldwide, and prides 
himself on personalizing your wed-
ding with incredible details you 
and your guests will be remember 
for a lifetime. 

GTF Dance Company 
Management
773-540-5901
www.getonthefloordanceco.com
 Take that first step into your new 
life as a couple with dance lessons 
from Get on the Floor Dance Com-
pany. We provide ballroom dancing 
lessons with instructions at our 
studio on N. Lincoln or at another 
location determined by you. Les-
sons also make perfect gifts for 
the happy couple and/or wedding 
party. Call or email us today.

Jan Dee Custom Jewelry
1425 W. Diversey Pkwy., Chicago
773-871-2222
www.jandee.com 
 Celebrating serving the com-
munity for 40 years. Specializing 
in custom design. Jewelry repair, 
watch repair, appraisals, Certified 
GIA diamond supplier. Mention 
Jan Dee’s ad in this section and 
receive 15% off your next in-store 
purchase or $100 off your custom 
ring order.

Keith House
1900 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago
312-907-7909
www.keithhousechicago.com
 Weddings and civil unions in 
the Near South Loop of Chicago. 
1870s historic home, with beauti-
ful original woodwork. Ten minutes 
from downtown, next store to the 
Women’s Park. Also available for 
corporate events, baby showers, 
meetings, art shows, retreats, book 
launches, and more.

Lighting by Fox
3524 N. Halsted St., Chicago
www.lightingbyfox.com
 Make your NEW life together 
brighter with Lighting by Fox! Now 
open at 3524 N. Halsted St., you’ll 
find an extensive display of tradi-
tional to contemporary lighting to 
compliment your new beginnings. 
Visit www.lightingbyfox.com to 
see our showroom and our mer-
chandise. 

Pine Manor
401 S. Pine St.
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
Rev. Pamela, Wedding Officiant
847-873-7463
GayWeddingChicagoSite.com
 A romantic getaway with subur-
ban hospitality: Pine Manor. This 
unique wedding venue offers an 
intimate, homey elegance perfect 
for a small guest list of 30, or a 
private elopement to Chicagoland’s 
Northwest suburbs. Catering to the 
unique needs of same-sex couples. 
Your ceremony, your way. Express 
your unique personality, beliefs 
and desires.

Polo Catering
773-927-7656
www.polocafe.com 
 Something different: One-stop 
planning for your special day. 
Something wonderful: From start 
to finish, we can plan and execute 
your entire event. Rely on us for 
flowers; upscale custom cuisine; 
music; unique, elegant event and 
banquet facilities; bed and break-
fast facilities; and more.
 With more than a generation of 
service to Chicago’s LGBTQ Commu-
nity, we can plan and execute your 
entire event from start to finish.

Total Promotions, Inc.
Contact David Strzepek, 
773-505-7794
www.totalpromote.com
 Special items for your wedding 
day: Favors, candles, thank you 
notes, invitations, monogramed 
glasses, boxes, gifts and so much 
more. Any item that can be im-
printed, David can get you the best 
prices.

Tri-Star Catering
150 S. Wacker Drive, Chicago  
312-368-8266 
www.tristarcatering.com
scott@tristarcatering.com
 After all, you should enjoy your 
event as much as your guests do. 
Tri-Star Catering is more than ex-
ceptional food tastefully present-
ed. We take pride in creating the 
complete special event. Tri-Star 
takes the work and worry out of 
your busy schedule. Preparation, 
presentation, perfection!

Tucker, Inc.
5 S. Wabash, Suite 507, Chicago 
312-263-3315
www.tuckercompany.net
 Established 1935. Jewelry for ev-
ery occasion. Celebrating marriage 
equality for all. Donald Strzepek, 
owner, proud to be part of the 
community.

Unity Lutheran Chicago
773-878-4747
www.unitylutheranchicago.org 
 Make your wedding dreams come 
true at Unity Lutheran Church, Bal-
moral and Broadway, Edgewater. 
Same-gender and opposite-gender 
weddings. Multicultural, LGBTQ 
friendly, community involved con-
gregation. Pastor Fred Kinsey; As-
sociate Pastor John Roberts. 
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Call Kenneth Woodman at 312.447.8344  
www.entertainingcompany.com

 
Now We Have a Reason to Celebrate

A palate of artisan ingredients,  
global traditions and colorful settings  
make the possibilities endless in the 

“social” celebration spectrum.  
Entertaining Company embraces our  
always original “no-boundaries” roots  
and will design a one-of-a-kind party  

for you and your guests that will be so….you.  
Our approach to event and menu design  

showcases and borrows “best of” influences  
from traditional to trend, simple to exotic – 

 in food, drink, décor and setting. 

Commitment Ceremonies • Corporate 
Social • Holiday • Galas • Weddings 

 
 

Today, Tomorrow  
and Forever

would be Chicago’s very own drag stars. We are 
in the early stages [of planning,] but hope to 
bring this event to Chicago’s LGBT community in 
the very near future, in hopes of raising money 
for one of the many LGBT charities.”
 In addition, a portion of all wedding programs 
sold goes to the Human Rights Campaign. “My 
platform as a business owner [includes giving] 
back to the causes that have shaped who I 
am today; that is extremely important to me,” 
Nasshan said.
 Nasshan never had a formal coming-out. Rath-
er, “my coming-out was a result of bullying,” he 
said. While at Augustana College in the fall of 
2001, he was outed by males in his dorm. 
 “My instinct at the time was to run from con-
frontation, as I wasn’t quite ready to conform 
to a sexual identity I had not yet explored,” he 
said. “After a brief stint of vagabond-like moves, 
I eventually returned home to Chicago and 
evolved into the proud and comfortable gay man 
that I am today. It wasn’t an easy experience, 
but it has shaped who I am today in a lot of 
ways. I have a soft spot in my heart for the vic-
tims of bullying and people who are struggling 
with their sexual identity. My business hopes to 
target those two issues and help bridge the gap 
from the ballroom community to the LGBT com-
munity.”
 However, GTF Dance Company has not taken 
off in the LGBT community as much as he would 
have liked or hoped, at least not yet. “There are 
some societal norms and standards that have 
been set by the ballroom dance community that 
have, over the years, kept the LGBT community 
away,” Nasshan said. “We are hoping to open 
that door and bring the joy and excitement of 
ballroom dance into the LGBT community.”
 To that, GTF Dance Company has hosted such 
events as “Salsa at the Salon” at Restoration Sa-
lon in Lakeview, and also recently participated 
in an LGBT wedding expo in downtown Chicago. 

 Same-sex dancing is offered at GTF Dance 
Company. “It just takes one dance studio to 
bridge the gap from the ballroom world to the 
LGBT world. We’re hoping to be that dance com-
pany,” Nasshan said.
 The GTF Dance Company features a main ball-
room and several smaller, private rooms that 
can accommodate private lessons. However, the 
main feature of GTF Dance Company, “is that we 
host lessons, events, and programs throughout 
the city and suburbs,” Nasshan said. 
 “Every day at GTF Dance Company is a high-
light and a memory. I ballroom dance for a liv-
ing, after all,” Nasshan said.

nasshan from page 27

 Strzepek has designed jewelry for same-sex 
couples for years, if not decades, he said. If and 
when same-sex marriage is passed in Illinois, 
Strzepek is convinced his business within the 
LGBT community will spike. 
 But a ring from The Tucker Company is more 
than just any ring.
 “I often tell my employees, ‘Would you let 
your mother or father wear this?’” he said. “I 
want my employees to make an item as if they’re 
making it for a close, dear family member—be-
cause that’s how important it is to our custom-
ers.”
 Strzepek has worn a gold cuff bracelet daily 
for years; it was one of his first designs he made 
when he started at the company. 
 He also has his favorite lion’s-head cuff links.
 “I really wish there was a resurgence of cuff 
links,” Strzepek said. “The one thing I hear from 
men is, ‘Cuff links are such a pain in the neck 
to put on.’ I laugh, because it’s very easy to put 
cuff links on.

 “The trick is simple, and it makes your life so 
much easier. All you have to do is leave the shirt 
on the hanger, fold the cuff, put the cuff link in, 
and then put your arm straight through. That’s 
all it takes.
 “They are quite enjoyable.”
 Tucker Company is located at 5 S. Wabash 
Ave., Suite 507; the phone number is 312-263-
3315 and the website is www.tuckercompany.
net.

JeWelrY from page 27

Don Strzepek of The Tucker Company. Photo courtesy of Strzepek

http://www.entertainingcompany.com
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When James Gavin steps up to the microphone, 
singing in the annual Windy City Gay Idol com-
petition, which he has for six years running, the 
ring on his finger tells a tale—and the adoring 
fan/cheerleader of his in the front-row com-
pletes the picture. 
 Gavin sings, while his husband, Dustin Gavin, 
supports him, always, everywhere, every way 
possible.
 Same-sex marriage (in Iowa) made this a dy-
namic duo, that’s for sure.

 “It’s amazing,” James said. “He’s been an 
amazing influence and changed my life in ways 
that I never thought possible. It means more 
than words I can say to have that person who 
loves me unconditionally be there, showing his 
support.
 “It’s so exciting for me to see him in the crowd 
smiling at me, or singing along, or dancing—
maybe even more than the performing part. 
That’s so exciting for me.”
 James and Dustin have been side by side for 

almost six years.
 “We knew very early on that this relationship 
had very long-lasting potential. We each fell in 
love very early on [in the relationship,]” James 
said.
 They got engaged, lived together for a few 
years, to make sure it was right—and then on 
Nov. 4, 2011, in Davenport, Iowa, they married 
in a courthouse ceremony.
 “It’s very important for us to have that mar-
riage certificate,” said James, whose parents at-

tended the Iowa affair.
 The day after their Iowa marriage, they were 
back in Chicago for a ceremony and reception 
at Sidetrack with family and friends. “That was 
very, very special to us, with people [attending] 
from both sides of our families,” he said.
 Dustin, 28, is a director of research, and he 
adopted James’ last name.
 James is a musician and actor. He finished 
schooling at DePaul University in late-2012 and 
has been auditioning and more for musical the-

1900 S. Prairie Avenue 
Chicago IL 60616-1321

Phone: 312.907.7909 
events@keithhousechicago.com

The Keith House is among Chicago’s oldest grand 
houses, in the heart of the renowned Prairie Avenue 
Historic District, 10 minutes from downtown Chicago.  
It resides next to the beautiful Chicago Women’s Park and 
Gardens, which is perfect for pictures.

We can accommodate up to 90 people for cocktail style 
reception and 60 for a sit-down in a single room. Also available 
for corporate events, retreats and meetings.

www.keithhousechicago.com

Historic Event Space

CIVIL UNIONS & WEDDINGS 
AT THE KEITH HOUSE
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Celebrate Marriage Equality With

Ballroom  -  Swing
Tango  -  Latin

3868 N. Lincoln Ave., 2nd Fl.  •  773-540-5901
www.getonthefloordanceco.com

PRIVATE/GROUP LESSONS, EVENTS, WEDDINGS & MORE

Introductory Lesson
NOW only $35

A portion of every program will 
go to support the efforts of the 
Human Rights Campaign.

Beautiful Music: 
singer James Gavin on marriage, 

family and stardom
BY ROSS FORMAN

Left: Newlyweds James and Dustin Gavin 
share their first dance as singer Amy Arm-
strong serenades at Sidetrack.
Above: The happy couple, Dustin and James 
Gavin.
Below: Entertainment at the event also 
included Jess Godwin (on keyboards).
Photos courtesy of Gavin
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With more than a generation of service to Chicago’s LGBTQ Community, 
we can plan and executive your entire event from start to finish.

Call us at 773-927-7656 to speak to one of our 
on-site wedding coordinators.

Visit us at www.polocafe.com

Something different ... something wonderful!

Something Wonderful
From start to finish, we can plan and execute your entire event, including:

Something Different
One-stop Planning For Your Special Day

flowers
upscale custom cuisine

music
unique, elegant event and banquet facilities

bed and breakfast facilities
 and more

atre this year. He also works part-time in apart-
ment leasing.
 “I realized very early on in my life that I was 
gay, and was out in high school,” James said. 
“I didn’t think in my lifetime I would have that 
opportunity to get married. As a young kid, I 
just thought I might have a long-lasting rela-
tionship, live with that person. I certainly didn’t 
think I’d ever get to married, and I was very 
honest about that as a kid.
 “So, when I got the marriage certificate in 
Iowa, it was so emotional. Seeing that piece of 
paper was so emotional. Seeing the word ‘mar-
riage’ and my name, and my husband’s name was 
so, so emotional. I was overcome by the feeling 
that I was able to marry the person I love, some-
thing I never thought would happen.
 “It also carries the weight that so much of our 
country is not able to do that.”
 James is excited and optimistic Illinois, his 
native state, soon will join the states where 
same-sex marriage is legal.
 “Times are changing; times are different than 
they were when I was a young kid,” James said. 
“Today, I can sit here and say that, soon, I will 
see marriage in Illinois, and hopefully nation-
ally—and that wasn’t necessarily the case even 
a year ago. I’m now hopeful and optimistic in 
ways I wasn’t before.”
 James also is optimistic that this will, finally, 
be his year to shine on Idol.
 “I kind of accidentally stumbled across [Gay 
Idol] years ago, and it’s something I look for-
ward to every year. It’s been a really fun event 
every year; I’ve made a lot of great friends 
through Idol,” said James, a crooner-style singer 
a la Michael Buble.
 “It’s a tough competition every year.”
 Still, James has been a top 12 finalist every 
year he’s participated, “which has been a privi-
lege,” he said.
 “I hope I can make it to the finals for the sixth 
year in a row. I would love to win; it would be an 
honor.” 

Left: James and Dustin Gavin exchange rings during their Iowa marriage ceremony. Right: James’ parents, the officiant and the new couple.

The Gavins at Sidetrack with Dustin’s father (above) 
and mother (below).

The “handfasting” ritual during the Sidetrack ceremony.

James’ parents and husband show support as he competes in Windy City Gay Idol at Joie 
De Vine wine bar. Photos by Kirk Williamson

http://www.polocafe.com
http://www.lightingbyfox.com
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lambda legal Celebrates 20 Years at Bon foster
Photos by Erica Demarest. See facing page for a large group photo and Erica’s write-up on the event. 
More photos available at www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Lambda-Legal-Midwest-celebrates-20-years-/42535.html

(L-R) Former Lambda Legal Midwest Director Mona Noriega, Lambda Legal Executive Director Kevin Cathcart, Lambda Legal Midwest Director Jim Bennett.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=545Z1fBKzNY

Plus other videos from the event:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJhThcLabes

www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLfmKfB6tbA&feature=youtu.be
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqvojC0rN4I&feature=youtu.be

See video of Bon Foster 
honoree Camilla Taylor

Pat Logue and heather Sawyer.
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lambda legal Midwest office marks 20th anniversary
BY ERICA DEMAREST

Lambda Legal raised nearly $500,000 on April 24 
as it commemorated 20 years in Chicago at the 
annual Bon Foster Celebration.
 Robert Bonvouloir “Bon” Foster was a civil 
rights attorney who died of AIDS-related com-
plications in 1991. A generous donation from his 
estate helped launch the Lambda Legal Midwest 
Regional Office in 1993.
 “In true Chicago fashion, the plans for our 
work in the Midwest were big—and they needed 

to be,” said Mona Noriega, who helped open the 
Lambda Chicago office with attorney Patricia 
Logue. Noriega now chairs the Chicago Commis-
sion on Human Relations. “In 1993, we knew 
that if we were to get the basic rights, dignity 
and respect which we were entitled, we would 
have to demand them.”
 During a reception in the Modern Wing of the 
Art Institute guests sampled hors d’oeuvres by 
Bon Appetit and listened to music from DJ Sadie 
Woods.
 Lambda leadership honored Logue, who is now 

a judge, and Heather Sawyer, a former Lambda 
attorney who currently serves as minority coun-
sel for the U.S. House Judiciary Committee.
 Employment rights and Illinois marriage 
equality were hot topics at the Wednesday night 
event.
 “As we’re honoring Bon Foster’s legacy, ‘any 
day now’ is not an answer that’s very good,” 
Midwest Regional Director Jim Bennett said. 
“It’s the answer that our parents gave us when 
we wanted to have a sleepover or when we 
wanted to go to Disney World.

 “I believe we have to do the same thing that 
we would do to our parents to get [the marriage 
equality] bill done,” he said, “and that is to tor-
ment the people that make the decision.”
 The Bon Foster Celebration was co-chaired 
by Mona Noriega, John McGowan, Mark Braun 
and Laura Ricketts. McGowan spoke passionately 
about growing up in a rural area in Northern Il-
linois, and how he has been trying to convince 
the state representative there to commit to mar-
riage equality.

Current and former staff, clients, board members of Lambda Legal pose at the Bon Foster Awards. © 2013 Timmy Samuel

http://www.joffrey.org/othello
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ARTISTS
CALL FOR ARTISTS: SKOKIE ART GUILD’S 52nd ANNUAL 
ART FAIR. July 13th & 14th, 2013. Fine art. Prizes and 
awards. Held on the Village Green, 5211 W. Oakton St., 
downtown Skokie, IL. APPLY NOW. For applications or 
information: skokieart@aol.com or 847-677-8163. 
www.skokieartguild.org (7/3/13)

BEAUTY SPA SERVICES
MEN SPA SERVICES - Mens Custom Facial * Mens Waxing 
* Costume and Camouflage Make-Up * Body Wraps * 
Detoxing * Teeth Whitening. www.RitzyBlueSpa.com, 
312-985-7142. 40% off All Services Discount Code: 
GLBC (10/16/13-26)

CAMPING

CLEANING SERVICES
ChESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

COUNSELING

COUNSELING AND CLINICAL hYPNOThERAPY: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

CLOSETS

DECK CARE
ExTERIOR PAINTING AND DECK STAINING. LATEx 
AND OILS. House painting, complete prep work and 
power washing, re sealing loose cracks, and re finish 
with acrylic latex. Protect your DECK. Keep your wood 
hard. Water blast, sand, and seal with PENETRATING OIL 
stains. Free Estimates. 847-444-1482. (7/3/13)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Basement get flooded?  We can help put it back to-
gether again!  We also do Painting, carpentry, tiling and 
Deck Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s List, “A+” with 
BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free 
Estimates! Andy OnCall 773-244-9961. 847-328-
3100 www.getandy.com  (8/1/13-52)

FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS FOR ALL BUDGETS. 
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Vinyl, and 
Window Coverings.Specializing in helping with mate-
rial selections for your budget. Professionally Installed. 
Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings, We Bring the 
Showroom to You! Call or email for a free consulta-
tion and estimate. 773-935-8700, email cjones@
nfwchicago.com www.nfwchicago.com (6/12/13-13)

LEGAL SERVICES

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (7/3/13–26)

PIANO & VOICE LESSONS
PIANO & VOICE LESSONS – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. All ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (6/12/13-13)

SERVICES AVAILABLE
STOP YOUR FORCLOSURE NOW! WILLIAM H. RANSOM, 
Attorney at Law, CALL NOW (312) 953-9120 or whrlaw@
aol.com - 19 years Litigation Experience - Credit Cards 
Accepted - Payment Plans Available (9/25/13-26)

SPIRITUALITY

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDERING WhAT TO DO WITh ThOSE WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (5/29/13-26)

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Have you got the
camping blues?

Come join us in Homer,
MI. Campground
seeking investors.

$3,000 investment gets
you 3 years of camping
plus 1% of campground

sales each year.

Contact Bill at
billybearbigrig@yahoo.com

or 517-240-5405
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Design Consultant
Tired of the typical 8 to 5 job?

Want to make more money?
Have more free time?

Work from home?

Closets by Design
would like to talk with you!

PT/FT positions available for
our Chicago territory.

Leads & training provided.
You provide a great

personality and a willingness
to learn.

You will be assessing client
needs, measuring & designing
the client’s space. We then

install your designs.

Designers make between
2k & 4k per month 

brianb@closetsbydesign.net
or fax:  630-359-5408

www.closetsbydesign.com

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE
LEGAL SERVICES
REAL ESTATE ISSUES? Buying – Selling – Leasing – Land-
lord/Tenant – Building/Remodeling. Contact The Law 
Office of David G. Frueh, 3843 North Broadway Street. 
(312) 492-4261. David@FruehLaw.com. www.
FruehLaw.com (4/16/14-52)

CONDO FOR SALE
hELLO GORGEOUS!!!! This stunning spectacular 2 bed-
room 2 bath on the beach is a must see, must have! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMaOkxh9e9A 
$389,000.  Call Camilla hawk, Coldwell Banker, 312-
593-5605 (5/22/14-4)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
EDGEWATER COMMUTER ADVANTAGE you’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach and park, bus and red 
line or go shopping. Spacious bedrooms with walk in 
closets. Formal dining room. Big kitchen. $1300 with 
heat. $80 for parking. Plus laundry, storage, video in-
tercom, patio and yard. IT’S YOUR MOVE…773-706-
6065. (5/8/13-3)

THREE BEDROOMS FOR RENT
 hUGE APT. $1225 (ROGERS PARK) ThREE BEDROOMS 
plus office, two baths. Central heat, fireplace, hardwood 
floors. Easy walk to Red Line and Metra. $25 credit 
check. claremontcrossing@gmail.com. Parking extra. 
(5/1/13-1)

Brunch at Brasserie 
54 and Cocktails at 
l’etage
BY MEGhAN STREIT

I have dined at two of the restaurants operated 
by husband-and-wife team Nicole and Stephan 
Outrequin Quaisser. I enjoyed my meals at both 
the now-closed LM and at LM Bistro. So, I was 
pleased when I found out the couple was open-
ing a new restaurant right in Andersonville, 
where I live. I presumed Brasserie 54 would offer 
the same kind of reasonably priced French clas-
sics as the Outrequin Quaissers’ other eateries. 
 While I was happy to see Brasserie 54 in the 
neighborhood, I didn’t feel compelled to rush in 
for dinner. What did eventually get me through 
the door were two of the restaurant’s other of-
ferings—its Sunday brunch and its elegant up-
stairs cocktail lounge.
 My first visit was to L’Etage, the bar situated 
above Brasserie 54 in the Clark Street space 
that was formerly (and very briefly) occupied by 
Premise. Gorgeous dark wood floors, lots of stur-
dy tufted leather and deep orange walls give the 
space a sexy masculine vibe. Crystal chandeliers 
add just a touch of sophisticated femininity to 
the room. Dim lighting and the hidden entrance 
make L’Etage feel sort of clandestine, making it 
the perfect place to sneak away to romance a 
hot date or to unwind after a long week.
 If summer ever arrives, a few lucky guests can 
take the party outside on L’Etage’s cute outdoor 
patio. Luxe wicker couches and heat lamps make 
it seem like the perfect spot to chill out all night 
long. 
 To aid you in your romancing or unwinding, 
L’Etage has a delightful list of specialty cock-
tails. Each of the boozy concoctions will set you 
back $10 and amuse you with clever names and 
descriptions. The “Femme Fatale”—made with 
quinoa vodka, pear shrub, pear brandy, lemon 
juice and a splash of bubbly—comes with this 
disclaimer “She’s pretty and deadly.” 
 I couldn’t resist the “Bulles Paradis,” which 
the folks at L’Etage have dubbed  “maybe the 

gayest drink ever.” When in Rome, right? The 
pretty pink cocktail is made with Brut Rose and 
St. Germain and is garnished with bright yellow 
lemon zest. It’s served in a champagne flute and 
a  beautiful hibiscus flower floats on top. It sure 
was nice to look at and went down very easily.
 If you’re in the mood for a more substantial 
libation, one of the whiskey, bourbon or rye 
drinks may appeal to you. I enjoyed the “Never-
more,” which is made with Journeyman Raven-
swood Rye, Bittermens Hiver Amer Amaro and 
brown sugar simple syrup. Orange flavor and 
cinnamon branded cherries provide very subtle 

sweetness to balance the bitter rye. After one 
of these potent drinks, the worries of your day 
should seem like distant memories.
 Don’t forget your wallet when you go to L’Etage 
because there aren’t any cocktails on the menu 
for less than $10. But, if you want to impress 
someone special, this is a great place to do it. If 
you just want a stiff drink in a lovely space, stop 
in for one pre-dinner cocktail or a nightcap.
 My second visit to Brasserie 54 was to the 
main restaurant for brunch. I stopped dead in 
my tracks when I saw a sign on the window ad-
vertising a bottomless mimosa brunch. The sign 

promised an entrée plus an endless supply of 
bubbly morning goodness for just $22. Sold!
 My wife and I planned a double date with 
some of our best buds and headed to Brasserie 
54 for what promised to be a delightful early 
spring afternoon. In stark contrast to L’Etage, 
Brasserie 54 is bright and sunny. Tile floors, tin 
ceilings and simple modern furniture give the 
space a charming French aesthetic. 
 The menu, a mix of French classics and break-
fast staples mostly priced below $10, is just as 
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Wed., May 1
CALOR confidential hIV and STI testing 

Every Wednesday without charge, regard-
less of age, ability to pay or residency. 
The process, from completing the consent 
paperwork to getting the results, takes 
45 minutes. Counselors are available to 
review the results and provide referrals, 
as necessary. 12pm-4pm, CALOR, 3220 W 
Armitage Ave,www.calor.org 

Gay Liberation Network meeting Chicago’s 
multi-issue, LGBT direct action group call-
ing attention to equality and liberation 
for LGBTs, against America’s wars, sup-
porting labor and immigrant rights, and 
more. 7pm-9pm, 312-543-7552, Berger 
Park Cultural Center, 6205 N. Sheridan Rd., 
Cwww.gayliberation.net 

Just Another Love Story: The Most Excel-
lent and Lamentable Tragedy of Romeo 
and Juliet Realize Theatre Group portrays 
the passionate relationship and suicide 
of two teenage women. Runs through 
May 25, 2013, Fridays, Saturdays. 8pm-
10pm, 847.769.4961, Prop Thtr, 3502 
N. Elston Ave. https://www.facebook.
com/events/370799769701931/; Tickets: 
http://justanotherlovestory.bpt.me

Eat to the Beat: The Seldoms With chore-
ography by Carrie Hanson, one of Dance 
Magazine’s “25 to Watch” in 2012, sound 
design by Mikhail Fiksel and installation 
by Anna Kunz. 12pm-1pm, Harris Theater 
for Music and Dance, 205 E Randolph St., 
http://gopride.com/z7q0

You’re A Star Karaoke with honey West 
This is your big chance! Entertain Boys-
town and receive the love and adoration 
of community icon and Diva, Honey West. 
10pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St, Chi-
cago, http://www.roscoes.com

Thursday, May 2 
International Gay & Lesbian Travel As-

sociation Annual Global Convention The 
International Gay & Lesbian Travel As-
sociation’s Annual Global Convention 
is the world’s premier educational and 
networking event for the LGBT tourism 
industry. Make new business connections 
and reunite with friends in the indus-
try. Through Sunday, May 5. 9am-5pm, 
Hyatt Regency Chicago, 151 E Wacker 
Dr., http://www.regonline.com/register/
checkin.aspx?eventid=1156159

Nora Dunn Myths and Legends fundraiser. 
Dunn, Rick Kogan and Sheila Donohue will 
perform original work. $75 tax-deductible 
donation includes a single-bites dinner, 
open beer bar, wine, a special designer 
cocktail and five-star desserts. 6:30pm-
9:30pm, Hilton-Asmus Gallery, 716 N. 
Wells St., http://www.facebook.com/hil-
tonasmus

American Veterans for Equal Rights 
(AVER) gay veterans Monthly meeting. 
7pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted 
St., www.averchicago.org

11th Annual Windy City Gay Idol Windy 
City Gay Idol searches for the best ama-
teur GLBT singers in the Chicago area. 

Competition continues through June in 
Chicago’s bars and clubs. 7pm sign up, 
8pm start; 7pm, The Call (Chicago), 1547 
W. Bryn Mawr Ave., http://gopride.com/
z81w

50 Shades, the Musical Original parody 
of the phenomenally popular books and 
the craze around them, taking its whips, 
feather dusters and laughs on a tour of 
North America. The musical is an uproari-
ous roller coaster ride through this un-
likely bestseller, performed by a talented 
cast of nine and a rocking live band. 7pm, 
312–923-2000, House of Blues, 329 N 
Dearborn St., www.50shadesmusical.com; 
Tickets: www.ticketmaster.com

FKA presents hanky Code The seventh(-
ish) annual event. DJ Reaganomix and DJ 
Erik Roldan. No cover. 9pm, Big Chicks, 
5024 N Sheridan Rd.

Friday, May 3
SAIC’s Fashion 2013 Original garments by 

undergraduate students in SAIC’s Fashion 
Design program, which boasts alumni 
Halston, Cynthia Rowley, Maria Pinto, Gary 
Graham, J. Morgan Puett and Lawrence 
Steele. Three times on Friday, May 3: 9am 
is a general admission dress rehearsal, $40 
tickets available online only; 12pm and 
3pm shows are general admission seating, 
$75, are available online and at door. 5:30 
pm tickets available by phone. 9am-5pm, 
312-499-4190, Millennium Park, http://
saicfashion.org

Equality Illinois First Friday Networking 
Social Join Equality Illinois PAC for the 
super-popular monthly First Friday Net-
working Social. A big crowd always comes 
out for First Friday, so please stop by for 
the fun, cocktails, and prize drawings. For 
a $10 donation to the Equality Illinois 
PAC, you receive two drink tickets and a 
ticket for a door prize drawing. 6pm-9pm, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted St., http://eqil.
org/events.html

GLBT Travel Expo Best travel deals for the 
gay and frugal traveler and the jet setter. 
Hotels, resorts, trains, airlines, magazines 
and other travel companies present to in-
spire travel to exotic destination or local 

favorites. The GLBT Travel Expo will be in 
conjunction with the IGLTA making it the 
biggest GLBT travel expo in the world with 
more than 100 exhibitors. Wine sampling 
table. Admission is free. Raffle prizes. 
6:30pm-10:30pm, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.
org; Tickets: www.glbttravelexpo.com/
happiness/

Sami Grisafe Winner or Chicago Music 
Award for Best Rock Entertainer and The 
Sami Grisafe Band featuring Stephen 
Leonard will perform live. The show be-
gins at 9 pm with Sami headlining around 
11:30pm. 11pm, The Cubby Bear, 1059 W 
Addison St.

All You Need Is Love: The Music of The 
Beatles by CGMC Music of the Fab Four, 
the most famous pop songs of all time 
re-examined through a gay lens, while 
adding splashes of color and movement 
as only Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus can do. 
Shows also on May 4 and 11 (Skokie). 
8pm-11pm, 773-296-0541, Athenaeum 
Theatre, 2936 N Southport Ave., www.
cgmc.org/event/2013/all-you-need-love-
music-beatles

Saturday, May 4
The Biggest Loser Casting Seeking indi-

viduals with at least 80 pounds to lose 
for season 15. Apply online. 10am-6pm, 
Planet Fitness, 3120 N. Pulaski Rd., Tick-
ets: http://thebiggestlosercasting.com

Kentucky Derby Party and Best Derby 
hat Contest Best Derby Hat contest at 
4 pm. 1st place $75, 2nd place $50 Crew 
gift card, 3rd place $25 Crew gift card. 
Pick the winning horse and win a prize. 
Hosted by Miss Sofia Saffire. 3:30pm-6pm, 
Crew Bar & Grill, 4804 N Broadway, www.
worldsgreatestbar.com

The Safe Schools Alliance Fashion Show/ 
Fundraiser Join Minibar Ultra Lounge and 
Halsted Vodka for the Safe Schools Alli-
ance Fashion Show/Fundraiser; 7pm-9pm, 

minibar, 3341 N Halsted St., loren@illi-
noissafeschools.org

9 to 12 No Tap Bowling League GLBT 
Bowling on the first Saturday of the 
month from 9 to 12 pm. Bowling takes 
place at River-Rand Bowl (on River Road 
just north of Rand Road). Leagues begin 
at 9pm and substitute bowlers are wel-
come and encouraged to come out to the 
lanes. 9pm, River Rand Bowl, Des Plaines, 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/9-to-
12-bowling/150981275086?fref=ts

CAKE Chicago - Queer Music Showcase The 
Addy Janes blend folk and pop roots with 

Get

online
: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

TIE ONE ON

Chicago house will 
hold its annual brunch 
and fashion show at 
the harold Washington 
Library Center.

Photo from 2011
by Kat Fitzgerald

Sunday, May 5
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BY DAVID-ELIJAh NAhMOD

Singer/actor Tituss Burgess, who was a recurring 
cast member on NBC’s 30 Rock, is very happy 
with who he is. He has forged a successful show-
business career with no thought to the obstacles 
he might face as an African-American gay man.

“I was out at a very early age in Georgia,” Bur-
gess said in a phone interview with Windy City 
Times. “I don’t know how to be any other way. 
Holding it in was never an option. I’ve never 
been in a line of work where I’ve had to be any-
thing other than myself. I don’t know where my 
strength comes from. I hope fans like my music. 
I hope mom likes my boyfriends, but I don’t ask 
them if it’s okay.”

It therefore seems appropriate that Burgess, 
so at ease with who he is, would name his debut 
CD Comfortable. With one exception, Burgess 
wrote and arranged all the songs.

“They wrote themselves,” he said. “They’re 
based on my life experiences. They came from 
breakups, stalls in my theatrical career, moments 
where I wanted everyone to go to hell, and mo-
ments of self realization.”

He performs the songs with a uniquely power-
ful voice in which he invokes the classic era of 
R&B great Stevie Wonder and the bygone days 
of romantic crooners such as Frank Sinatra. His 
emotionally charged vocal style easily induces 
chills, and no wonder. Burgess is a seasoned per-
former. His career has included headline engage-
ments with symphonies in cities like Detroit, 
Cincinnati and Prague. He’s opened for the Di-
vine Miss M herself, the legendary Bette Midler. 
And he’s a Broadway veteran, having appeared 
in Jersey Boys and The Little Mermaid.

“I’ve had the great fortune to originate all the 
roles I’ve played,” he said. “One desires to be 

in the creative process from the ground up. You 
learn that every night isn’t opening night--you 
learn how to flex and keep it fresh.”

He’s also performed for President Obama. “I’m 
honored that we have a person of color in of-
fice,” he said. “It’s good for kids who are young 
and only have him for a reference. It starts a 
different kind of dialogue and opens up the pos-
sibilities of what can be without the barriers of 
race.”

Burgess has walked in some very tall grass in-
deed, crossing paths with a President and with 
movie stars.

“At first it blows my mind,” he said. “But as I 
get older I see that they’re just regular people. 

It’s inspiring to have role models who teach me 
and keep me down to earth.”

Burgess was asked if younger performers or 
LGBT youth might view him as a role model. 
“Whether we like it or not, we are all role models 
for each other,” he said.

For the immediate future, Burgess is focused 
on Comfortable. “I want to see that this album 
gets to as many listeners as possible,” he said. 
“That’s what I’m focused on until the end of the 
summer.”

The CD will be available May 14. More informa-
tion about Comfortable and its very comfortable 
singer/songwriter can be found at www.tituss-
burgess.com.

Singer/actor Tituss Burgess: 
Comfortable in his own skin

Tituss Burgess. Photo by Jennifer Leigh Mann

D’Emilio receives
Rosenzweig Award
 John D’Emilio, a professor at the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago, was been selected 
by the Organization of American Historians 
(OAH) to receive the 2013 Roy Rosenzweig 
Distinguished Service Award.
 The award “is given annually to an individ-
ual or individuals whose contributions have 
significantly enriched our understanding and 
appreciation of American history,” according 
to a press release.
 OAH President Albert M. Camarillo and OAH 
President-Elect Alan M. Kraut presented the 
award to D’Emilio in San Francisco during the 
106th annual meeting of the organization.
 D’Emilio is the author or editor of more 
than half a dozen books, including Sexual 
Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of 
a Homosexual Minority in the United States. 
His coedited collection of essays (with Estelle 
Freedman) by the late Allan Bérubé, My De-
sire for History: Essays on Gay, Community, 
and Labor History, won the 2013 Boswell 
Prize for Best Book. John D’Emilio.



“Firstly, he’s a glorious man and he’s very kind 
and sweet. That’s what you say if you want to 
continue to work in the film industry.”—Russell 
Brand talks about his Rock of Ages co-star, Tom 
Cruise. What’s really pissed Russell off is that 
Tom didn’t try to inculcate him into Scientology. 
“If there’s a cult that don’t want me, I want to 
know why.” 
 Nothing thrills me more than celebrities 
pulling the “don’t you know who I am” act on 
people who really don’t know who they are—or 
don’t care. This week, we had two prime exam-
ples. First up is Reese Witherspoon. She was a 
passenger in the car of her hubby Jim Toth when 
they were pulled over outside of Atlanta for sus-
picion of DUI. While Jim was being led to an 
adjacent parking lot to take a field sobriety test, 
Reese protested the action by screaming out 
the window. When she saw Toth being arrested, 
she got out of the car (after being told repeat-
edly to stay put) and first muttered something 
about being a U.S. citizen standing on American 
ground. She then indignantly added, “Do you 
know my name?” The officer said, “I don’t need 

to know your name ... right now.” Reese contin-
ued, “You’re about to find out who I am. You are 
going to be on the national news.” I guess he 
did need to know her name—when he arrested 
her for disorderly conduct. I guess one of them 
ended up on the news.
 Then there’s Tara Reid, someone who is cer-
tainly not high in the public consciousness. The 
poor, misguided gal went shopping at All Saints 
in Los Angeles and was allegedly ejected after 
insisting that she should get a discount. “Don’t 
you know who I am?” she reportedly yelled at 
the shop girl—who, truly, had no idea. After the 
fact, her reps stated that Tara routinely gets a 
huge discount at All Saints stores in the United 
Kingdom and France “because she’s a walking 
billboard for them.” I was wondering what she’s 
doing for work these days. Apparently, she’s a 
billboard.
 Everyone’s been talking about Ryan Lochte’s 
reality show, which debuted this week. I hope 
the powers that be at E! subscribe to the ad-
age that there’s no such thing as bad press—be-
cause none of the press was good. Most memo-
rable was his interview with Good Day Philly, 

which left the anchors in such hysterics that 
the video went viral within minutes. Then there 
were Ryan’s own comments—specifically about 
Kim Kardashian being his role model: “She can’t 
walk down the street without someone noticing 
her. You ask anyone in this whole entire world 
and they’re gonna know who Kim Kardashian is. 
That’s what I want.” So I guess being a gor-
geous Olympian with seven medals isn’t enough. 
It should be noted that E! really is responsible 
for the proliferation of Kardashians.
 In some positive news, Chaz Bono has report-
edly lost more than 60 pounds. This transforma-
tion came about through regular dance classes 
and martial arts training. He’s also changed 
his diet. He tells People magazine, “I’ve just 
changed the way I eat. Diets don’t work. You 
just have to change what you eat, and I have.” 
 When it comes to impressive physiques, one 
of the most gorgeous men I’ve ever met in Hol-
lywood is Tuc Watkins—formerly of Desperate 
Housewives and One Life to Live. This week, he 
admitted he’s gay to all of America—well, to 
as many people as watch Marie Osmond’s talk 
show on the Hallmark Channel! Curiously, I had 
no idea he was “in.” If I did, I surely wouldn’t 
have spoken so openly about him being gay in 
previous columns. When speaking about “DH”, 
he said, “I played a gay man who was married to 
his husband, who was trying to adopt a kid. And 
in real life, at the same time, I’m a gay single 
man who was trying to have a kid through sur-
rogacy.” As it turns out, he’s now the father of 
twins—daughter Catchen and son Curtis. But as 
far as I’m concerned, the most important part 
of his statement is that he’s single. I gotta get 
back to LA ... fast!
 Our “Ask Billy” question comes from the UK. 
Danny in London writes: “I am obsessed with 
Splash. Although we had cuter guys here, I have 
been watching the U.S. version. What’s going on 
with Joey Lawrence’s hair?”
 Poor Joey—he gets his shot hosting a net-
work television show, and all anyone talks about 
is his hair ... or lack thereof. When he was on 
Dancing with the Stars, he was shaving his head. 
This gave him a sexy (albeit limited) look. When 
he knew he’d be hosting Splash, he decided 
to grow it out. In addition to growing in slow 
(and thin), he opted to dye it an awful orange 
hue—although maybe he can blame that on the 
chlorine. This past week, the color has been cor-
rected to a medium brown, which is more TV-
friendly, but no thicker.
 Because of Danny’s letter, I decided to take a 
look at the UK version of Splash. He’s right—
much hotter guys, and much better diving. Also, 
they used a third judge for comedic appeal—
kinda like the role I would have played in our 
domestic version. Regarding the contestants, 
I’m quite taken by Jake Canuso. Not only does 
he appear at the very least to be gay-friendly, he 
ranks high in terms of Speedo appeal. Plus we 
have nude photos of him on BillyMasters.com—
there’s that swing vote! Olympic boxer Anthony 
Ogogo also knocked me out. He and Jake seemed 
to be locked in a game of “my Speedo is skimpier 
than yours.” Alas, Anthony had to bow out of 
the competition due to injury—but not before 
unveiling his pink Speedo. Lastly, there was 
Joey Essex, a reality star who really is gorgeous. 
Add in their diving coach, Olympian Tom Daley, 
and the Brits have us beat once again.
 When Reese is considering using her Oscar as 
a hood ornament, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. Since this column was as fully 
packed as Tom Daley’s Speedo, I barely have 
time to remind you to check out www.BillyMas-
ters.com—the site that always makes a splash. 
For your more personal needs, write to Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before I apply to be a nanny in the Wat-
kins household! Until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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indie and electronic inspirations. The Locals are 
an alt-pop, indie-rock trio from Chicago. Fronted 
by singer/songwriter Yvonne Doll; 9pm, 773-274-
5463, Red Line Tap, 7006 N Glenwood Ave., www.
facebook.com/cakechicago

Sunday, May 5
Chicago house 26th Annual Spring Brunch & Fash-

ion Show Join Chicago House Social Service Agency 
at the Winter Garden Ballroom atop the Harold 
Washington Library for this annual sold out, spring 
time favorite. 9am-3pm, Harold Washington Library 
Center, 400 S State St., http://www.chicagohouse.
org/event_brunch.html

Urban Village Church Spiritual worship is about 
coming together as community to make space for 
God to move in us. It’s a place to receive God’s 
grace and love and to give of ourselves, as well. 
LGBT welcoming worship services at Urban Vil-
lage Church are eclectic and experiential, practical 
and intelligent, relevant and, hopefully, inspiring. 
10:15am-11:30am, Spertus Institute 610 S. Michi-
gan Ave., www.urbanvillagechurch.org

Safe Space Day for LGBTs Workshops and events that 
focus on anti-bullying, targeted education to ado-
lescents and teens about protection from acquiring 
and transmitting HIV, and encourage HIV testing 
and early treatment. 11am-5pm, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted St., www.luriechildrens.org

Asians & Friends First Sunday of the Month Dim 
Sum Meet for Dim Sum; 12:30pm, Furama, 4936 N. 
Broadway, Chicago, http://www.afchicago.org

A Study In Scarlet Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s first Sher-
lock Holmes story, published in Beeton’s Christmas 
Annual in 1887. 2pm-4pm, 773.935.6875, Ath-
enaeum Theatre, 2936 N Southport Ave., http://
prometheantheatre.org

Monday, May 6 
TPAN Complimentary Therapy Programs Reiki is of-

fered the second and fourth Mondays of the month 
from 1pm to 3pm on a first come first serve basis. 
1pm-3pm, TPAN, 5537 N. Broadway, www.tpan.com

Accept Variety Variety show, networking, community 
building every Monday. Doors open at 6pm, open 
mic at 7pm, and featured performers at 8pm. Tick-
ets online $5) or at door for $12 general admission. 

$8 for students (with ID) and seniors. 7pm, Ham-
burger Mary’s, 5400 N Clark St., www.earthpearlcol-
lective.com

Chicago Is Burning A night of vogueing, posing and 
serving attitude with host DiDa Ritz. Categories in-
clude Reading For Yo Life, Butch Queen, Runway 
and Masculinity Realness. $5 Skyy bombs, $5 Pero-
nis. 10pm, Spin Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave., 
www.spin-nightclub.com

Tuesday, May 7
Classics of Women’s Literature Book Group This 

month’s book is Testament of Youth by Vera Brit-
tain; 7:15pm-9pm, Women & Children First Books, 
5233 N. Clark St., www.womenandchildrenfirst.
com/

11th Annual Windy City Gay Idol Windy City Gay 
Idol searches for the best amateur GLBT singers in 
the Chicago area. Competition continues through 
June in Chicago’s bars and clubs. 9pm sign up, 
10pm start; 9pm, Jackhammer, 6406 N Clark St., 
http://gopride.com/z81w

Wed., May 8 
CAPS meeting Community Alternative Policing Strat-

egy meeting, 2nd Wednesday of the month. Subject 
to change. 7pm, Clarendon Park Field House, 4501 
N Clarendon, Chicago, http://www.lakeviewciti-
zens.org/caps.asp

Thursday, May 9
AIDS Legal Council 25th Anniversary Celebration 

Join AIDS Legal Council for a special evening to 
commemorate 25 years of the Council’s work assist-
ing low-income people and their families impacted 
by HIV. 6pm-9pm, 312-427-8990, Kirkland & Ellis 
LLP , 300 N. LaSalle St., http://www.aidslegal.com; 
Tickets: http://alcc25host.eventbrite.com/#

Calendar from page 20

Chaz Bono is a shadow of his former self, Billy 
says. Photo by Kat Fitzgerald
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BY ROSS FORMAN
 
His name is Jason Collins and this is his 12th 
season in the National Basketball Association 
(NBA). He most recently played for the Wash-
ington Wizards after breaking into the league 
during the 2001-02 season with the New Jersey 
Nets, and then playing for Memphis, Minnesota, 
Atlanta and Boston.

His pro career has spanned more than 700 
games, and he’s started more than half of them. 

His career statistics—from points per games 
to blocks per game, and everything in be-
tween—are being added to on a nightly basis. 
And that truly is the story, today.

Collins, who grew up in Southern California, 
went to Stanford University and was the 18th 
overall draft pick in the 2001 NBA Draft, is The 
First. On April 29, Collins did something that no 
other active NBA player has ever done—nor any 
Major League Baseball (MLB), National Football 
League (NFL) or National Hockey League (NHL) 
player.

Collins told Sports Illustrated that he’s gay 
and, by still being active, he instantly vaulted 
to Jackie Robinson stature, as Collins is the 
first athlete from one of the big four male team 
sports to reveal—while active—that he’s gay.

Collins appears on the cover of the May 6 is-
sue of Sports Illustrated, with the headline: The 
Gay Athlete.

“I’m a 34-year-old NBA center. I’m black. And 
I’m gay,” Collins said in Sports Illustrated. “I 
didn’t set out to be the first openly gay athlete 
playing in a major American team sport. But 

since I am, I’m happy to start the conversation. 
I wish I wasn’t the kid in the classroom raising 
his hand and saying, ‘I’m different.’ If I had my 
way, someone else would have already done this. 
Nobody has, which is why I’m raising my hand.”

Collins has won two state high school cham-
pionships, played in the NCAA Final Four, and 
played in nine playoffs in 12 NBA seasons. His 
off-the-court world is now the focus.

“Now I’m a free agent, literally and figurative-

ly,” he wrote in Sports Illustrated. “I’ve reached 
that enviable state in life in which I can do 
pretty much what I want. And what I want is 
to continue to play basketball. I still love the 
game, and I still have something to offer. My 
coaches and teammates recognize that. At the 
same time, I want to be genuine and authentic 
and truthful. 

“Why am I coming out now? Well, I started 
thinking about this in 2011 during the NBA 
player lockout. I’m a creature of routine. When 
the regular season ends I immediately dedicate 
myself to getting game ready for the opener of 
the next campaign in the fall. But the lockout 
wreaked havoc on my habits and forced me to 
confront who I really am and what I really want. 
With the season delayed, I trained and worked 
out. But I lacked the distraction that basketball 
had always provided.”

Collins told SI that the first relative he came 
out to was an aunt, Teri, a superior court judge 
in San Francisco. Collins revealed in SI that, 
when younger, he dated women—and even got 
engaged. “I thought I had to live a certain way. 
I thought I needed to marry a woman and raise 
kids with her. I kept telling myself the sky was 
red, but I always knew it was blue,” he wrote.

“I realized I needed to go public when Joe 
Kennedy, my old roommate at Stanford and now 
a Massachusetts congressman, told me he had 
just marched in Boston’s 2012 Gay Pride Parade. 
I’m seldom jealous of others, but hearing what 
Joe had done filled me with envy. I was proud of 
him for participating but angry that as a clos-
eted gay man I couldn’t even cheer my straight 
friend on as a spectator. If I’d been questioned, 
I would have concocted half truths. What a 
shame to have to lie at a celebration of pride. 
I want to do the right thing and not hide any-
more. I want to march for tolerance, acceptance 
and understanding. I want to take a stand and 
say, ‘Me, too.’”

Collins came out to Kennedy a few weeks ago, 
and the two will be side by side in Boston’s Pride 
Parade on June 8, Collins said.

Collins’ coming-out immediately rocked social 
media, and beyond.

Former President Bill Clinton, whose daughter 
Chelsea attended Stanford with Collins, support-
ed Collins in a statement.

“Jason’s announcement today is an important 
moment for professional sports and in the his-
tory of the LGBT community,” Clinton said. “It 
is also the straightforward statement of a good 
man who wants no more than what so many of 
us seek: to be able to be who we are; to do our 
work; to build families and to contribute to our 
communities.

“For so many members of the LGBT community, 
these simple goals remain elusive. I hope that 
everyone, particularly Jason’s colleagues in the 
NBA, the media and his many fans extend to him 
their support and the respect he has earned.”

Support for Collins doesn’t come any bigger 
than from Kobe Bryant—not only one of the 
best active NBA players but one of the best 
ever. Bryant on Monday tweeted, “Proud of @
jasoncollins34. Don’t suffocate who u r because 
of the ignorance of others #courage #support 
#mambaarmystandup #BYOU.”

Support for Collins, naturally, rang loud 
throughout Chicago’s LGBT community.

“I’m very proud to see the first active [male] 
professional athlete in the U.S. come out of the 
closet,” Andrew Sobotka said. “Jason Collins will 
be known as a hero to fellow gay athletes every-
where. He’ll especially be admired by gay youth 
who dream of being able to play sports and rec-
oncile their gay identity with their identity as 
an athlete.”

“This is a very inspiring development and I’m 
proud that Jason is able to come out in such a 
high profile position. Jason’s decision will serve 
as an inspiration for youth athletes, both LGBTQ 
and allies, as well as a springboard for major 
sports athletes to be who they are both on and 
off the court/field/ice/etc,” said Anthony Al-
fano.

Jeff Kagan, an openly gay New York hockey 
player, went to Facebook Monday with his sport-
ing thoughts: “Tim Tebow released from the 
[New York] Jets, and now the first openly gay 
athlete (Jason Collins of the NBA’s) comes out! 
HAPPY MONDAY!!!!”

Chad Griffin, the president of the Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC), issued a statement 
Monday in support of Collins:

“With his brave and honest announcement to-
day, Jason Collins has forever changed the face 
of sports. No longer will prejudice and fear force 
gay athletes to remain silent about a fundamen-
tal part of their lives. By coming out and living 
openly while still an active NBA player, Collins 
has courageously shown the world that one’s 
sexual orientation is no longer an impediment 
to achieving one’s goals, even at the highest 
levels of professional sports.

“Jason Collins’ commitment to living openly 
is a monumental step forward toward greater 
equality and he immediately becomes a role 
model for youth all across this country. His ac-
tions today tell LGBT young people that what 
will define our success in life is our character 
and dedication, not our sexual orientation. At a 
moment when millions are reflecting on the life 
and legacy of Jackie Robinson, Jason Collins is a 
hero for our own times.

“Today’s announcement again shows that gay 
Americans are our teachers, police officers, nurs-
es, lawyers and even our professional athletes. 
We contribute to every aspect of our American 
community and deserve the same equal rights as 
every American.”

Collins joins a list of professional male ath-
letes who have come out, all after retiring, in-
cluding John Amaechi (NBA), Billy Bean (MLB), 
Glenn Burke (MLB), Esera Tuaolo (NFL), David 
Kopay (NFL), Roy Simmons (NFL) and Jerry 
Smith (NFL). NBA front-office executive Rick 
Welts, now the president and chief of operations 
for the NBA’s Golden State Warriors, has come 
out, as did (after retiring) baseball umpire Dave 
Pallone. 

Many lesbians have come out while still active 
in their sports, including basketball’s number-
one draft pick this year, Brittney Griner, whose 
coming out did not garner nearly as much media 
coverage as Collins’ already has.

“Today is a huge day for all athletes,” Bean 
wrote on Facebook. “Congratulations Jason Col-
lins. Your family just got a lot BIGGER !! Proud 
of you !!”

Tuaolo’s Facebook response was: “Mark this 
day in history when Jason Collins stepped out 
of the locker room closet as the first openly gay 
athlete in a major American team sport. I’m 
proud of you my brother.”

Bernard Cherkasov, the CEO of Equality Illi-
nois, said, “Aside from the sheer pride in hav-
ing an openly gay NBA player, Jason Collins’ 
coming-out breaks stereotypes and, importantly, 
provides a positive role model to so many young 
people struggling with their identity.”

Collins started this season with the Boston 
Celtics, but was traded to Washington in Febru-
ary. He played a combined 38 games this season.

“The strain of hiding my sexuality became al-
most unbearable in March, when the U.S. Su-
preme Court heard arguments for and against 
same-sex marriage,” Collins wrote in Sports Il-
lustrated. “Less then three miles from my apart-
ment, nine jurists argued about my happiness 
and my future. Here was my chance to be heard, 
and I couldn’t say a thing. I didn’t want to an-
swer questions and draw attention to myself. 
Not while I was still playing. 

See the SI story here: http://sportsillustrated.
cnn.com/magazine/news/20130429/jason-col-
lins-gay-nba-player.
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Active NBA player
Jason Collins comes out
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ESTATE PLANNING TO PROTECT YOUR PETS         
Q. I am getting up in years and I don’t have a partner to leave my property to. My family and 
relatives are doing fine financially. I have two dogs that I want to make sure are taken care of if 
something happens to me. What can I do to protect my pets? 
  A. Unfortunately, pets cannot be beneficiaries of a Will. The law still considers pets to be property. 
That is why making a plan for your pets is very important. 
  First, plan for your incapacity. Carry with you a wallet card with contact information for emergency 
caretakers. A pet card provides, at a minimum, information that there is a pet in your house that needs 
emergency care and who should be contacted in case you are injured while away from home. 
  A more detailed pet care document should also be prepared and left in an obvious location in your 
house with copies given to any emergency caretakers. A pet care document might include instructions 
for the care of the animals, medical information, and veterinarian information. 
  Second, plan for your death. One option is to make an outright gift of your pet to another person 
along with a reasonable amount of money for the pet’s care, with the request that the person use the 
funds to care for the pet. Or make an outright gift to another person of the pet and a reasonable amount 
of money for the pet’s care, conditioned on the caretaker providing proper care for your pet.
  You could direct in your will that your executor arrange for the adoption of your pet. Some 
organizations will take the pet and arrange for its adoption free of charge or in exchange for a 
contribution. When selecting a shelter to place the animal in, determine whether the shelter requires or 
recommends a gift of a certain amount and their placement rate.
  In Illinois, the Illinois Trusts and Trustees Act provides that a trust for the care of one or more 
designated domestic or pet animals is valid. You can create a Domestic Animal Trust for the pets you 
designate (“all dogs I own at my death”). You can provide in the trust that no portion of the trust may 
be used by the trustee for a use other than the trust’s purposes or for the benefit of a covered pet.

NBA player Jason Collins on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated.
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delightful as the space. I was tempted by the 
very Parisian Galette Complete, a buckwheat 
crepe with ham, Swiss cheese and a sunny side 
up egg. I was feeling particularly carnivorous, so 
I opted instead for one of that day’s specials—a 
sirloin patty topped with cheese and a sunny 
side up egg. I was expecting more of a steak, 
so wasn’t thrilled when the sirloin patty turned 
out to be basically a hamburger. But, it was deli-
cious and super filling. 
 Brasserie 54 does a great job with one of the 
most beloved French café staples, the croque 
monsieur. Savory slices of ham are slathered in 
béchamel sauce and Dijon mustard and sand-
wiched between two thick pieces of golden 
brown French toast. The whole decadent beauty 
is topped with a generous amount of bubbly 
melted Swiss cheese. If your arteries are feeling 
a little to roomy, make your croque a Madame by 
adding an egg. 
 Now, about those mimosas: They are, indeed, 

bottomless. In fact, when our waitress learned 
several people at our table were imbibing, she 
brought over a big ‘ol pitcher of mimosa. Nor-
mally, that would be my dream come true. The 
problem was that these mimosas were made 
with way too much orange juice. Not that you 
want to overindulge while the sun is shining, 
but you wouldn’t be drinking in the morning 
if you weren’t looking for, well, a little buzz. 
Sadly, none was to be had in these mimosas. My 
group left completely sober, but on the verge 
of a diabetic shock from all of the orange juice 
we consumed in search of some champagne. In 
retrospect, I happily would have forfeited the 
“bottomless” option in exchange for a mimosa 
made with proper parts champagne and orange 
juice. Next time, I’ll know better. C’est la vie.
 Brasserie 54 is located at 5402 N. Clark St.; 
call 773-334-9463 or visit www.brasserie54.
com. 
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @SugarAnd-
SpiceMS for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.
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4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
All work done on premise.

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

Transgender Lawyer
 Joanie Rae Wimmer

(630) 810-0005 or (630) 880-5005
www.joanieraewimmer.com

EmploymEnt law  •

policE misconduct  • 

divorcE  •

namE changE  •

“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661

Charles Jones
(773) 935-8700
(773) 915-3271 Cell/Text
cjones@nfwchicago.com
www.nfwchicago.com

Featured on 
Angie’s List 

“2012 Best Contractor 
Achievement”

Helping our clients with:
Flooring Projects 
including Wood, 
    Laminate, Carpet,  
     Vinyl and Tile.
      Window Covering 
       Projects from 
         Shades to 
          Shutters to 
          Draperies.

We Bring the Showroom To You®

Schedule a Free Home 
or Office Estimate

dish from page 34

Photo by Shira Kollins
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IT’S 
BLACK & WHITE
AND
READ ALL OVER…
CENTER ON HALSTED 
FULL EQUALITY NOW
HUMAN F1RST GALA
MAKE HEADLINES!
BLACK & WHITE TIE
MAY 18
5~7 PM :   COCKTAIL RECEPTION
7:30~MIDNITE :  AWARDS . DINNER
CHAKA KHAN  . DANCING 
HILTON CHICAGO
720 S. MICHIGAN AVE.…
R.S.V.P.
CENTERONHALSTED.ORG/HF
OR CALL 773.472.6469
SEE THE ONE & ONLY
CHAKA KHAN
PRESENTING SPONSOR

CHAMPION SPONSOR       

LEADER SPONSOR

DJ MATTHEW HARVAT

CONCEPT/DES IGN 
R I C H A R D  CA S S I S ,  S PA R C I N C .C O M

 CENTER
 ON 3656 N.
 HALSTED

 CENTER
 ON 3656 N.
 HALSTED

HUMAN F1RST 
AWARDEES
SARAH SCHMIDT 
& JULIE MATTHEI

JONATHAN “YONI” PIZER 
& BRADLEY LIPPITZ

RICHARD TURNER

COMMUNITY 
SPIRIT AWARD
ALLSTATE INSURANCE 
COMPANY

HONORARY
CO-CHAIR
BILLIE JEAN KING

GALA
CO-CHAIRS
LAURA RICKETTS 
DIRECTOR, CHICAGO CUBS
CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD,
CHICAGO CUBS CHARITIES

CHARLES A. SCHROCK 
CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT AND CEO
OF PEOPLE GAS, PARENT COMPANY,
INTEGRYS ENERGY GROUP

R I C H A R D  P.  &  S U SA N  R .  K I P H A R T

http://www.centerongalsted.org/hf
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