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lori Fox hurdles
over obstacles

BY ROSS FORMAN

Lori Fox was speaking three years ago at Aurora Univer-
sity when a male student asked Fox to describe herself 
in one word, explaining where she was at, at that very 
moment.
 Fox went to the chalk board and wrote: INCONGRU-
ENT.
 She then circled the first two letters of the word.
 “My goal is to get rid of the ‘IN’ and truly be congru-
ent. That would be congruent physically, emotionally 
and spiritually. I think that’s the goal of a lot of trans 
individuals,” she said.
 Flash forward to the present and, without a doubt, 
the word Fox would write about herself would be, CON-
GRUENT.

 “I feel very congruent,” she said.
 Fox, a trans woman who lives in suburban Naperville, 
is the president and founder of Lori Fox Diversity/Busi-
ness Consulting, working with individuals and corpora-
tions on workplace issues, especially LGBT personal and 
professional development.
 “Today, I am an authentic woman, a business profes-
sional, a passionate advocate for the LGBT community 
who will do anything to help educate and facilitate 
change,” she said.
 Fox is happier than she’s ever been, all smiles at the 
joy she experiences personally and professionally, most-
ly because that was not always the case.
 Personally, Fox was born in Michigan, raised in a 
small, conservative, Catholic town near Lansing, with 
two brothers and three sisters—and she always felt 

very connected with her sisters because, she now ad-
mits, “I felt that I was a girl.”
 “The struggle for me is the same [that it is] for many 
transgender individuals: I knew at a very young age that 
I was dealing with gender-identity [issues], though I 
didn’t know what they were or what they meant. In 
fact, I hadn’t even heard the term transgender [while 
growing up,] but I knew I was different,” Fox said.
 Those identity issues lingered, so Fox suppressed her 
deepest, most personal thoughts and feelings. After 
graduating from college, Fox moved to California, where 
she was working for McDonald’s Corporation. She even 
married a woman and the relationship lasted almost 10 
years.

Windy City Times reviews Being Gay Is Okay, a coloring book for kids 
that aims to teach them about LGBT-related issues.

turn to page 8

Bishop Gene Robinson (right, with partner Mark Andrew) is the subject of the movie Love 
Free or Die, which Windy City Times reviews this week. Photo by Gillian Laub
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$25 SAYS YOU TEST DRIVE A FIAT TODAY AT 
YOU LOCAL CHICAGOLAND 
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$25 GIFT CARD*

*See dealers for detailsWILL LOVE IT!

Fields FIAT of Highland Park
250 Skokie Valley Road
Highland Park, IL 60035 
(847) 579-6900
fieldsfiatofhighlandpark.com
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BAR NONE
Read about minibar owner Stu Zirin, who 
apparently yearns to entertain for the 
masses.
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RUNWAY PRIDE
           From the second annual       
                “Proud To Runway” 
                  fundraiser for Proud 
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                        CRAM Chicago.
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2013 CELEBRITY BOWL
FUNDRAISING EVENT

Saturday, April 20
Registration: 10-11 a.m.

Bowling: 11 a.m.-noon

Wrap-up: Noon-1 p.m.

Waveland Bowl
3700 N. Western Ave., Chicago

The 2013 Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame Celebrity Bowl is sponsored by Friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame, 3712 N. Broadway, #637, 
Chicago, IL, 60613-4235; www.GLHallofFame.org. Friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame is a 501(c)(3) Illinois not-for-profit corporation.

This event is FREE
and open to the public.
Come cheer on over 20
celebrity bowlers including
Chuck Hyde, Mary Morten, 
Tico Valle, Honey West and 
Terri Worman.

For sign-up info to 
become a Celebrity Bowler, 
please call the event coordinator 
Dick Uyvari at 773-769-5115

PHIL
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MICHAEL 
LEPPEN

GAY AND LESBIAN HALL OF FAME

midtown.com/chicago

2020 W. Fullerton Ave.
773.235.2300

TENNIS IN NO TIME 
6 SESSIONS $115 STARTS MAY 4

Organizations that poured millions into the 
Illinois marriage campaign are approaching 
the finish line, and I need to ask: Where 
to next?
 When I came out in Massachusetts, same-
sex marriage was legal. While the marriage 
fight was ramping up elsewhere, my com-
munity wanted jobs and healthcare. Ten 
years after winning marriage, Massachu-
setts boasts a thriving movement including 
LGBTQ prisoner support, professional con-
ferences for transgender rights lawyers, and 
publicly subsidized health care. 
 Meanwhile, gay marriage eloped with as-
tonishing amounts of resources. Takepart.
com reports that Human Rights Campaign 
spent $30 million passing marriage amend-
ments in just four states, and Californians 
spent $44 million to defeat Prop 8 accord-
ing to the LA Times. After all that canvass-
ing, calling, and protesting, wedded-bliss 
seems imminent. 
 What does this tell us? LGBTQ funders, 
advocates, and organizers can move heav-
en, earth and mountains of cash for a 
cause. Like in every marriage, compromises 
have been made along the way. The needs 
of trans people, queer youth and commu-
nities of color have taken a backseat, and 

now we need to call shotgun. I ask today, 
where do we want to be in 10 years and 
how do we plan to get there? Here are my 
top 5 agenda items for consideration:
 1. Create a plan that supports LGBTQ 
homeless youth in accessing and main-
taining stable housing. There are 15,000 
homeless youth on the streets of Chicago 
according to Lake View Action Coalition, 
an estimated 30-40% of which are LGBTQ-
identified. Chicago’s current homelessness 
plan provides for less than 200 youth-
dedicated beds, leaving thousands of queer 
youth out in the cold after being kicked out 
by their families. How do we leverage our 
resources to create more housing opportu-
nities? What would our world look like in 
10 years if we advocated for funding to ad-
dress homelessness like ACT UP fought for 
funding to combat HIV/AIDS decades ago?
 2. Hold employers accountable to em-
ployment non-discrimination laws. Legal 
equality is one thing, but changing daily 
life is another. Illinois was the fifth of 16 
states to prohibit employment discrimina-
tion based on gender identity. However, 
transgender people still face widespread 
misunderstanding and harassment on the 
job. Discrimination during the hiring pro-
cess, when gender-variant people feel most 
vulnerable, is difficult to prove. How do we 
help people access employment? How do 
we help people fight back against illegal 
discrimination?

 3. End abusive practices by police and 
the criminal legal system. Trans folks, es-
pecially transgender women, report a wide 
range of misconduct from the Chicago Po-
lice Department. While working with LGBTQ 
youth, I regularly heard stories from trans 
and gender-variant people about being pro-
filed as sex workers and falsely arrested, il-
legally searched and verbally humiliated, or 
even forced to perform sexual acts on offi-
cers. The notorious case of CeCe Mcdonald, 
a transgender woman in Minnesota who was 
convicted of murder after defending herself 
against a homophobic assault, highlights 
the injustice our community faces. How do 
we support people who experience police 
violence? How do we respond to problems 
without relying on police? How do we tell 
CPD that the LGBTQ community will not tol-
erate abuse and harassment?
 4.  Expand access to adequate, afford-
able, culturally sensitive, gender-affirming 
healthcare. In recently years, the number 
of organizations providing access to hor-
mones for transgender people and support-
ive care for people diagnosed with HIV/
AIDS increased dramatically. Unfortunately, 
the combined capacity of service provid-
ers still falls short of the need. Service 

providers operating at a 
sliding scale often have 
long waiting lists or 
their scales can’t go low 
enough to be affordable 
to everyone. How do we 
support the organizations 
like Chicago Women’s 
Health Center and How-
ard Brown in expanding 
their capacity to provide 
care? How do we change 
public policy so that more 
people, LGBTQ or not, get 
the care they need?

 5. Hold LGBT community institutions ac-
countable to the people they serve. LGBT 
social services organizations are full of 
well-intentioned people working hard to 
address the incredible need in our commu-
nity. Unfortunately, structures and policies 
of these organizations sometimes miss the 
mark. Whether promoting financial trans-
parency or cultural competence, these or-
ganizations need to open dialogues with 
clients. They need to develop ways of in-
teracting with impacted communities that 
are responsive to their needs and concerns. 
Community advisory boards are emerging to 
fill this gap, but how do we ensure that 
those bodies actually have the power to 
change policies and daily practices?
 Moving forward, I hope leaders from 
many LGBTQ experiences will come to the 
table for a heart-to-heart. We need to work 
together to create a broad coalition that 
empowers people who traditionally have 
been excluded from the movement. This 
means making room for new leaders and 
taking time to listen to one another. Only 
then, can we bring all the resources of this 
powerful community to bear on the places 
where LGBTQ’s come face to face with pow-
er—prisons, schools, emergency rooms, job 
interviews. When our friends get back from 
Springfield, let’s put some new items on the 
gay agenda.

André is the founder of the Trans Oral History Project, co-founder of Project Fierce 
Chicago, and a working board member of Orgullo en Accion. When André is not rabble-
rousing, educating, or building community, you can hire him to photograph events and 
portraits by contacting him at andrealanperez@gmail.com.

revisiting the 
Queer agenda

BY ANDRé PéRez 
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“The needs of trans people, 
queer youth and communities 
of color have taken a backseat, 
and now we need to call 
shotgun.”
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Karen Morgan knows that times are toughest for 
her 5-year-old daughter in the morning—when 
she’s going to the bus en route to kindergar-
ten, and then at bedtime. Those were the spe-
cial times together for young Casey and Morgan’s 
longtime partner, Charlie.
 Charlie Morgan, a chief warrant officer in the 
New Hampshire Army National Guard who fought 
against the federal law that barred her wife, 
Karen, from receiving benefits to help care for 
Casey, died on Feb. 10. She was 48.
 “Casey has done well, though she misses 
[Charlie] terribly,” Karen said in a phone inter-
view. “[Casey] is very resilient, and I’m doing 
everything I can so she has a good memory of 
Charlie, and what Charlie and I thought was im-
portant, [including] our fight for gay families 
in the military. I want her to carry forward that 

sense of justice and fairness—and I feel that’s 
the legacy that Charlie will leave to Casey, and 
also to a lot of people.
 “Overall, Casey is doing OK. She just really 
misses [Charlie] around those times.”
 Karen and Charlie were together for 16 years, 
fighting the endless battles facing same-sex 
military families. Charlie ultimately died at a 
hospice after a battle with breast cancer.
 Karen has been working part-time as a special 
education teacher, and also supports and pro-
motes OutServe-SLDN.
 “A lot of what I’ve been doing centers around 
educating people about what our family is like, 
what we live with on a day to day basis, how 
we’re similar yet different than other families 
because gay families do have challenges that 
heterosexual families don’t have,” Karen said. 
“Dealing with losing Charlie has been hard. 
She was my best friend. When she died, there 

were a whole set of challenges that I didn’t an-
ticipate—and they had to do with navigating 
a lot of paperwork. In a way, my grieving was 
cut short by dealing with some of the [military] 
things I had to deal with, while also making sure 
Casey was taken care of.
 “Because of the state of federal law at this 
point, I couldn’t really be recognized as next of 
kin for Charlie, even though it was very clearly 
designated in her paperwork that that’s what 
she wanted.”
 Clearly, Karen said, the Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA) has greatly impacted her family, and 
many other gay families, too, in a similar way.
 “I am optimistic that things will change [with 
DOMA],” Karen said. “Through education and so-
cial change, people become increasingly aware 
of the inequalities, and a lot of people think 
they are not right, not fair. So I think things will 
change, though I don’t know how soon, or even 
when.”
 Karen said the past few weeks have truly been 
“emotional” due to all of the seemingly nonstop 
mainstream media news about DOMA and other 
high-profile gay topics.
 “I know Charlie would have loved to have 
been here to see that, to see the cases go to the 
Supreme Court, and know that things are chang-
ing. So it’s bitter sweet,” Karen said. “We’re 
making progress and moving forward, though 
there’s a lot of work left to be done, and I intend 
to stay on this track in Charlie’s memory, and for 
all of those other families that might not be able 
to speak out for any number of reasons.”
 Karen and Charlie went to Boston in Septem-
ber 2011, to celebrate the end of Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell (DADT), “which had a big impact on 
our lives,” Karen said. “Charlie served proudly 
for many years, but she couldn’t be who she re-
ally was.”
 In fact, as Karen noted, Charlie wasn’t even 

able to have a photo of her family on her desk 
at work out of fear she might lose her job.
 “That was one of the simplest things that 
meant the most to her,” Karen said.
 Shortly after DADT was repealed, Charlie 
learned she had a reoccurrence of breast cancer.
 “She really wanted to help everyone, and the 
best way we could do that is by telling our sto-
ry,” Karen said. “I think there’s a definite feeling 
of change right now. More and more people are 
expressing support, and I think that’s great. I 
think that’s coming from education. I’m really 
glad it’s happening.”
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Widow lives in Charlie Morgan’s memory

From left: Charlie and Karen Morgan. Photo courtesy of OutServe-SLDN

Charlie Morgan. Photo courtesy of OutServe-
SLDN

Kitchen looking more like an office? 
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Get a great rate on a Home
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Coming just days before the historic marriage 
equality arguments in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
Stuart Delery’s nomination March 21 to become 
assistant attorney general of the Department 
of Justice received little notice. But it was a 
significant nomination, especially for the LGBT 
community. If confirmed by the Senate, Delery 
will formally take over the DoJ’s Civil Division. 
It’s a high-level appointment, one which attor-
ney Tony West held when he argued against the 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in a federal dis-
trict court in 2011. And one from which Delery 
himself argued against DOMA as acting head of 
the division four months later.
 It makes Delery the highest-ranking openly 
LGBT appointee at the DoJ and one of the high-
est ranking among the estimated 268 openly 
LGBT people whom President Obama has nomi-
nated or appointed since entering the White 
House in 2009. 
 President Obama appears on his way to dou-
bling the number President Clinton appointed 
during his two terms. (Some estimates put it 
at about 140.) And both presidents put openly 
LGBT people in prominent positions. For in-
stance, Robert Raben served as Assistant Attor-
ney General for Legislative Affairs. 
 Obama was also the first president to appoint 
an openly transgender person to his administra-
tion. He’s appointed three so far, the first being 
Dylan Orr, special assistant to the assistant sec-
retary at the Department of Labor in the Office 
of Disability Employment Policy. Amanda Simp-
son is a Defense Department appointee work-
ing for the assistant secretary for Army acquisi-
tion, logistics, and technology; Chloe Schwenke 
serves in the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment’s Africa Bureau as a senior adviser on 
democracy and governance.
 Some of the increased number under the 
Obama administration is no doubt due to the 
Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund’s creation, in 2008, 
of a “Presidential Appointments Project.” The 
project is aimed specifically at “increasing 
LGBT appointees” and provides an easy mecha-
nism for interested candidates to funnel their 
resumes into the right hands. A former Victory 
Fund President, Brian Bond, was among the first 
of Obama’s openly LGBT appointments. Bond 
served in Obama’s first term as deputy director 
of the White House Office of Public Engagement.
 Most of Obama’s openly LGBT appointees (75) 
serve in the White House or on presidential 
boards or commissions. The rest are spread out 
over 15 departments, 12 agencies, and the fed-
eral judiciary. After the White House itself, the 
Department of Education has the largest number 

of openly LGBT appointees (24), followed by the 
departments of Labor and Health and Human 
Services (both with 16). 
 Grant Colfax is director of the White House Of-
fice of National AIDS Policy, charged with coor-
dinating the federal response to the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in the United States. Nancy Sutley is 
chair of the White House Council on Environ-
mental Quality and, as such, is the president’s 
principle advisor on environmental policy and 
initiatives. Michael Camuñez, Assistant Secre-
tary of Commerce, and Fred Hochberg, chairman 
of the Export-Import Bank, promote American 
exports. 
 Here’s a look at what are probably the top 12 
most influential positions to which President 
Obama has nominated an openly LGBT person:
 1. Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM). Some LGBT activists were 
hopeful that President Obama would make the 
first appointment of an openly gay person to a 
cabinet level position. So far, that hasn’t hap-
pened and his appointment of John Berry as 
OPM director probably comes closest. OPM has 
more than 5,000 employees and manages per-
sonnel issues for some 2.8 million for U.S. fed-
eral civil service employees around the world. 
One of its biggest missions lately has been issu-
ing guidelines to other federal agencies on how 
to handle furloughs associated with the current 

sequestration budget cuts. 
 Berry announced his resignation April 11, one 
day before his four-year term expired. Uncon-
firmed reports suggest he may be in line for an 
ambassadorship. Interim acting director of OPM 
will be OPM’s openly lesbian general counsel, 
Elaine Kaplan.
 2. Assistant attorney general, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. There are 12 assistant attor-
neys general at DoJ. Delery has been appointed 
to head the department’s civil division, which 
represents the U.S. government in litigation 
involving such critical matters as national se-
curity, presidential powers, immigration, energy, 
banking, and consumer protection. Recently, the 
division has defended the Affordable Care Act 
and the administration’s protection of informa-
tion concerning the CIA use of drones to elimi-
nate suspected terrorists. The DoJ’s civil divi-
sion has 1,400 employees. Delery took the helm 
as acting assistant attorney general in February 
2012, but his official nomination to the post is 
now before the Senate Judiciary Committee.  
 3. Chairman, export-Import Bank of the 
United States. Fred Hochberg was appointed to 
the position in Obama’s first term, and in March, 
the president reappointed him for a second 
stint. The Export-Import Bank provides financial 
credit and support to promote the sale of Ameri-
can goods to other countries. In doing so, the 
aim is to support and promote jobs in the United 
States. Under Hochberg, the bank says it “sup-
ported more than 255,000 American jobs” in FY 
2012 with almost $36 billions of financing.
4. Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. Any federal bench provides the appoin-
tee with a potential for a lifetime of influence. 
 The 179 judges appointed to a federal appeals 
court have influence over—not just a district 
but—several states. The 16 judges of the ap-
peals court for the Federal Circuit have juris-
diction nationally on a limited variety of legal 
conflicts, including disputes over patents, trade-
marks, international trade agreements, govern-
ment contracts, federal personnel, and veterans’ 
benefits. Obama named a highly qualified openly 
gay man, Edward DuMont, to a federal circuit 
seat, but Republicans in the Senate, perhaps 
suspecting it would improve DuMont’s chances 
for eventual consideration as a Supreme Court 
candidate, refused to allow DuMont even a hear-
ing. DuMont eventually withdrew his nomina-
tion.
 5. Director, White House Office of National 
AIDS Policy. This is the office charged with co-
ordinating the federal response to the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in the United States. That includes im-
plementing the National HIV/AIDS Strategy to 
reduce the incidence of HIV infection and make 
sure people with HIV receive proper medical 
care. In this position, Grant Colfax also serves 
as the president’s lead advisor on HIV-related 
domestic policy. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, men having sex 
with men account for 63 percent of new HIV in-
fections, and the percentage is even higher (72 
percent) for MSM 13 to 24 years old.
 6. Commissioner, U.S. equal employment 
Opportunity Commission. This is the agency 
charged with enforcing federal laws against dis-
crimination in the workplace. EEOC laws pertain 
to employers with more than 15 employees, 
including the federal government itself. While 
federal law does not proscribe sexual orienta-
tion-based discrimination in the workplace, an 
executive order signed by President Clinton pro-
hibits such discrimination by the federal gov-
ernment. Obama named Chai Feldblum as one of 
five commissioners who direct the EEOC’s work.
 7. Commissioner, U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights. The eight-member commission is 
charged with guiding the federal government’s 
national civil rights policy and the enforcement 
of its civil rights laws. Among other things, it 
does research and analysis into potential dis-
crimination in voting rights, and holds public 
hearings and issues reports on civil rights mat-
ters. Obama named Roberta Achtenberg, a prom-
inent appointee during the Clinton administra-
tion, to one of the eight seats.

 8. Chief judge, U.S. Court of Federal Claims. 
This is another court with national jurisdiction 
and specialized cases. Its 16 active judges delib-
erate over lawsuits brought by private citizens 
against the U.S. government. President Clinton 
appointed Emily Hewitt to the court in 1998, 
and Obama designated her chief judge in March 
2009. Last month, Obama also nominated Elaine 
Kaplan, who is currently general counsel to the 
OPM, to the Federal Claims bench. If confirmed 
by the Senate, she will joint the bench in decid-
ing lawsuits against the U.S. relating to taxes, 
government contracts, natural resources, and 
foreign governments.
 9. Social secretary, The White House. It may 
not sound like a power position, but insiders say 
it is. The White House Social Secretary works for 
the First Lady to plan all White House events, 
from small coffee receptions to large state din-
ners. In the world of power politics, an invita-
tion to a White House party carries real value. 
For many invitees, it signals recognition from 
Washington’s most powerful entity that the 
guest has some political influence. And for those 
at the more select events, it’s an opportunity to 
be seen as part of a powerful elite. The Social 
Secretary, says Socarides, “basically decides who 
gets invited. The current Social Secretary, Jer-
emy Bernard, is “the highest ranking gay person 
at the White House,” said Socarides. When ap-
pointed, in February 2011, Bernard became the 
first man—and the first openly gay person—to 
be appointed to the position.
 10. Judge, U.S. District Court. There are 
more than 600 federal district court judges, but 
each has a lifetime appointment and serves as 
the first line of judgment in legal conflicts big 
and small. Obama has nominated seven openly 
LGBT people to federal district court positions 
in six different districts. Four have already been 
confirmed (Paul Oetken and Alison Nathan in 
Manhattan, Michael Fitzgerald in Los Angeles, 
and Pamela Chen in Brooklyn). Three others are 
still pending (Nitza Quiñones Alejandro in Phila-
delphia, Michael Shane in Oregon and William 
Thomas in Miami).
 11. Associate counsel to the president. 
There are at least a dozen people identified as 
associate counsel to the president, and they 
fall below the counselor, the principal deputy 
counselor and the senior counselor. They are not 
as high up as Karen Tramontano was when she 
served as counselor to President Clinton’s chief 
of staff. But they do have influence, says Winnie 
Stachelberg, executive vice president of the Cen-
ter for American Progress, a group that has had 
a great deal of interaction with Obama’s White 
House. 
 The associate counsels have played key roles 
in a number of issues including the repeal of 
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and workplace discrimina-
tion, from the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act (ENDA) to drafting an executive order pro-
hibiting federal contractors from discriminating 
based on sexual orientation. Two lesbians have 
held one of the positions thus far in the Obama 
White House: Allison Nathan, who is now a U.S. 
district court judge, and Kathleen Hartnett, who 
just left.
 12. Director, Region IX, Health and Human 
Services. HHS has 10 regional offices that ad-
dress intergovernmental and external affairs and 
the president appoints the director of each re-
gion. Based in San Francisco, Region 9 covers 
the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, and 
Hawaii, as well as several territories. Each re-
gion serves as the HHS Secretary’s advisor and 
liaison to state and local governments and com-
munity organizations on matters of policy and 
programs. Herb Schultz, former senior advisor to 
then-California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, is 
director of Region 9. The Center for American 
Progress’ Stachelberg says the job covers such 
matters as implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act, AIDS service delivery, and programs 
aimed at lesbian health. “Running that region,” 
she said, “is a huge responsibility.”
 ©Copyright 2013 by Keen News Service. All 
rights reserved.

top 12 obama lGBt
appointments

Now-former OPM director John Berry. Photo 
from OPM website
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 “I never felt safe in coming out, so I just felt 
that if I do what others [traditionally] do—get 
married, have a child—that would repress ev-
erything and I wouldn’t have to deal with it,” 
she said. “But that only works for so long. I was 
living and working here in Chicago, and married, 
and just couldn’t take it anymore.”
 Fox and her ex had one son, Mark, who went 
to school in the Chicago area and, now 30, lives 
on the East Coast.
 “I love him dearly,” Fox said. “Very often, the 
process of change is very hard; people don’t nec-
essarily want change, especially family. My son 
knows that I now am much happier, that I am 
at a place in my life where I truly love who I 
am—and he respects that, though he continues 
to struggle at times.
 “I’ve told him, ‘I haven’t gone anywhere; [my] 
physical appearance has changed, but I’m still 
the same person and who I love and how I love 
certainly has not changed.’”
 Fox first came out to Mark about 12 years ago, 
while he was a college intern working a summer 
in Los Angeles. They went walking on the beach 
in Santa Monica, and she revealed she is trans-
gender.
 He replied, “Oh, I thought you were gay—be-
cause you fit the stereotype of a gay man: you 
dress impeccably, you have great taste, you’re 
very professional and more.”
 Fox answered, “I had to explain to him what 
[transgender] meant, that there is truly a dif-
ference between sexual orientation, [meaning,] 
who we are physically and emotionally [attract-
ed to,] and gender identity/expression, who we 
honestly know and feel we are deep inside, and I 
have always felt that I was a female, a woman.”
 Ultimately, one of the biggest struggles the 
two had—and still have—is with pronouns. 
 “Dad” is now Lori to Mark ... well, at least 
most of the time.
 They were shopping together in San Francisco 
a few years ago. Mark was about 30 feet away 
from Fox and wanted to show her something, so 
he yelled, “Hey Dad, look at this.”
 Mark is getting married this spring, and Fox 
is excited, but also a bit sad. She purposely 
was not invited to participate in a recent bridal 
shower; Fox’s ex and her son felt that it would 
make other women feel “uncomfortable” if she 
was there.
 “This was incredibly hurtful and dismissive; a 
very painful experience—not to be invited or in-
cluded in the bridal shower celebration with all 
of the other women,” Fox said. “Unfortunately, 
rejection, ignorance and bigotry are still very 
prevalent in the lives of so many transgender 
women and men.”
 Fox’s professional life hasn’t been as smooth 
as it now is, not even close.
 She worked at McDonald’s Corporation for 
more than 20 years, including time as a director 
of human resources and business partner, with 
both U.S. and international assignments. 
 “I was closeted the whole time at McDonald’s, 
working as a man because I didn’t feel safe com-
ing out. One of the reasons was, there are no 
inclusive diversity policies, no benefits, in place 
for transgender women and men,” Fox said. “I 
knew that there was no future as Lori [at Mc-
Donald’s].  My boss at the time knew that I was 
struggling with transgender issues, yet if I came 
out as Lori Fox [while working at McDonald’s], 
I most likely would have lost my job. There was 
a culture of homophobia, and transphobia, too. 
Fear and shame can truly wear you down when 
you have to hide and can’t live an honest, au-
thentic life—I certainly know that first- hand.
 “That journey from leaving McDonald’s to 
starting my own consulting firm has taken a 
while. I felt that I needed to dig deep within 
myself, and understand, accept and love myself 
for who I am before I could get out in the world 
and make a difference, because shame and fear 
are powerful, powerful motivators.

 “Today, I’ve never been happier.”
 The transition for Fox has included significant, 
in-depth work with therapist Barbra McCoy-Getz. 
Fox also participates in a women’s group that 
McCoy-Getz has led for years. “The work we do 
is so powerful and life-changing,” Fox said. “It 
has truly changed my life in so many wonderful 
ways, helping me to live my life in a more honest 
and truly healthy way.”
 Before Fox transitioned, McCoy-Getz asked Fox 
to write a letter to her parents, telling them 
everything, though she didn’t have to actually 
send it. She wanted Fox to begin expressing her 
honest thoughts and feelings about who she was 
as a transgender woman.
 Fox ultimately wrote a 10-page letter.
 McCoy-Getz said it was OK; however, she felt 
that Fox’s parents would not believe her.
 Fox was surprised and upset by her therapist’s 
comments.
 McCoy-Getz replied, “Lori, you need to write 
about your struggle, and talk about the deep 
pain you have felt for so many years of your life. 

If your family, friends and colleagues don’t feel 
your pain, they aren’t going to understand; they 
aren’t going to change.”
 “That was a powerful lesson for me,” Fox said.
 She tells that story—and all of the pain she 
endured over the years—often, anywhere, to ev-
eryone who will listen.
 “Years ago, I would have loved it if someone 
was doing what I am now doing,” she said. 
“Many employers/organizations don’t necessar-
ily embrace change, in fact, they often resist it.  
If, as an employer/organization you’re not will-
ing to change, even though your customer-base 
is changing, you eventually lose market share, 
you will lose loyal customers, and you will lose 
talented employees, many employees who may 
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
der.
 “We can’t expect others to embrace change 
until they see us feel and embrace our own 
change. If we can’t love and accept ourselves, 
how are we going to expect other people to.”
 Fox, now single, said she has always been at-
tracted to women and is OK with the lesbian 
label, if she must be labeled. She has a large 
mix of friends, mostly women, and Fox enjoys 
many creative, artistic endeavors, as well travel-
ing and scuba diving in her free time.
Fox’s consulting firm works with companies in a 
diversity of industries, including manufacturing, 
hospitals, finance, law firms and more—most 
out of need. “I have a very niche business, and I 
love it, because there is a true need,” she said.
Fox serves on the board of directors for Out & 
Equal, an international LGBT organization whose 
mission is dedicated to creating safe and equi-
table workplaces for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender women and men. She was recently 
profiled in the new best-selling book “Out & 
Equal at Work: From Closet to Corner Office.” 
The book is an anthology of authentic, inspira-
tional stories of out LGBT executives and leaders 
who are business owners or who work for U.S. 
and internationally-based companies. Fox also 
volunteers as the national chairperson of the 
transgender workplace advisory board for Out & 
Equal.   
 “One of the big issues today facing the trans-
gender community is under-employment or un-
employment,” Fox said. “Plus, there are so few 
healthy role models, champions for trans men 
and trans women; that’s an ongoing challenge. 
Part of what my generation of trans men and 
trans women need to continue to do is serve as 
healthy role models and mentors for our com-
munity.”
 She spoke at a church in St. Charles earlier 
this year, telling the power of a story—her tra-
ditional tale.
 “When you can honestly share your story and 
talk about what your life is, the struggles, etc., 

that’s so important,” she said. “To me, emotion-
al health is as important as physical health. And 
I feel that a lot of transgender people would 
agree with that.”
 Fox laughs when asked her age—the lone 
question during this interview that she side-
stepped. “I’m a young baby boomer … and a 
woman doesn’t tell her age,” she said, laughing.
 “I wish I would have transitioned many, many 
years ago, but I wasn’t ready. But I am sure 
ready now.”
 And doing wonders to represent the LGBT com-
munity, not just the T side.
 “Lori’s leadership on workplace issues is some-
thing that hasn’t gotten nearly enough atten-
tion, but that’s because she’s in the workaday 
world of providing Corporate America with real 
answers and helping to create real employment 
opportunities for trans folk,” said trans sports-
writer Christina Kahrl, of Chicago. “She’s already 
there and working on something where we, as a 
community, need to be, to be able to support 
ourselves and be able to make our own choices, 
just as anyone else would want for themselves.”

FoX from cover

BY MATTHeW C. CLARK

Over the past few months, many couples have 
been preparing their taxes. As the deadline 
to file passed this month, many LGBT couples 
were reminded of the difficulties that face in 
not being recognized the same way as hetero-
sexual couples.
 On April 15, the deadline for filing income 
taxes, the Respect for Marriage Coalition held 
a teleconference with MSNBC Host Suze Or-
man and other tax experts about the chal-
lenges married same-sex couples face when 
preparing their taxes.
 Orman pointed out that in states that allow 
same-sex marriage, couples must file twice, 
jointly with the state government and inde-
pendently with the federal government.
 Orman also said that in order for a spouse in 
a same-sex relationship to provide health in-
surance for their partner, they can be subject 
to anywhere from $1,000 to $7,000 a year in 
taxes that heterosexual married couples are 
exempt from.
 Orman also mentioned the disparities in es-
tate taxes, and savings plans such as ROTH 
IRAs.
 “There is such discrimination, from insur-
ance benefits, social security benefits,” Or-
man said.
 Orman said that the forms of social discrim-
ination we face in our society are enough of a 
challenge for LGBT couples.
 “The financial discrimination really, really 
adds injury to insult,” she added.
 Orman—who married her wife, Kathy Travis, 
13 years ago—said she has never hidden her 
relationship with her wife from her family. 
Still, she says many of the children in her ex-
tended family will ask their parents, and other 
aunts and uncles, about their weddings, how 
they met, and details of their relationship, 
without asking Orman or Travis.
 The primary challenge made in United 
States v. Windsor, one of the recently heard 
Supreme Court cases, concerned Section 3 
of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), and 
whether it violates equal protection under the 
law for legally married same-sex couples.
 The plaintiff in the case, Edith Windsor, is 
specifically arguing that the federal estate 
tax of more than $300,000 she owed from her 
deceased wife’s estate does violate equal pro-
tection.
 Orman said that the overturn of DOMA in 
every state is essential.

 Elda Di Re, a partner and personal financial 
services leader for Ernst & Young LLP, said 
that while there are a number of inequalities, 
if DOMA is overturned, there could be an op-
portunity to go back and file claim on previ-
ous returns.
 The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has a 
three-year statute of limitations for refunds 
and audits.
 Di Re said it is impossible to know how the 
IRS will adjust to any decision made by the 
Supreme Court, and pointed out that two in-
dividuals who are married and earning income 
is not always advantageous from a tax-paying 
standpoint.
 She said making amended returns option 
but not required, giving those who would 
have to pay more taxes the option not to, 
would be the most payer-friendly outcome.
 Mark Maxwell and Timothy Young-Maxwell 
are a gay couple living in North Carolina. 
They’ve adopted four boys, and Maxwell is 
self-employed. The couple said the money 
they’re spending on Maxwell’s health insur-
ance could go towards a mortgage payment 
or college savings for their children.
 Maxwell also mentioned that because of 
North Carolina adoption law, the two are not 
able to share custody of their sons, and each 
has two in their name.
 “We are legal strangers to two of our chil-
dren,” he said.
 Orman said that if DOMA is, in fact, re-
pealed, it should be the responsibility of gay 
couples to seek equal treatment in states that 
allow same-sex marriage.
 “If there is a step backwards in North Caro-
lina, I think there need to be a step forward 
for gay couples to think about if they want to 
stay in that state,” she said.

suze orman discusses
taxes, marriage inequality

Suze
Orman.
Photo by
Sean Lee
Davies

Lori Fox. Photo by Ross Forman
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BY KATe SOSIN

A proposal to build a “straight-friendly” hotel 
in the heart of Boystown drew both sharp criti-
cism and high praise at a community meeting 
April 11.
 More than 70 Lakeview residents, business 
owners and LGBT community leaders convened 
at the Lakeview Triangle Neighbors Association 
meeting at the Dist. 19 police station to hear 
details on The Out Chicago, a proposed LGBT ho-
tel. 
 Ian Reisner of Parkview Developers in New 
York laid out his plans for a gleaming white 
10-story boutique hotel, sandwiched between 
Minibar and Sidetrack on Halsted Street. The ho-
tel is modeled after Reisner’s successful hotel, 
The Out NYC.
 He argued that the Chicago hotel would re-
store vitality to the Halsted strip without adding 
to the neighborhood’s traffic.
 “Boystown needs to be cemented and re-ce-
mented as the epicenter of gay life in Chicago 
and for that matter, as I like to say ‘straight-
friendly,’” Reisner said.
 The four-star facility will include a spa, gym, 
conference/meeting spaces, a restaurant, a roof-
top bar and lounge, and an enclosed courtyard. 
Reisner said the hotel will house between 100-
112 rooms. The building plan is for a nine-story 
hotel, with a 10th capping off the top but set 
back from the street.
 Reisner said he originally intended to build a 
12-story hotel but brought the height down in 
response to resident concerns.
 The hotel lobby would link to Sidetrack while 
Minibar would be subsumed by the hotel as a 
hotel bar and cabaret space. 
 Reisner said he is in talks with Chef Art Smith, 
known for his years cooking for Oprah Winfrey, 
about the hotel’s restaurant, KTCHN. Most of the 
restaurant’s customers will be from outside the 
hotel, Reisner said. 
 Area residents will have access to the gym and 
other facilities at a discount.
 Reisner said the $30 million project will bring 
more than 100 jobs to the neighborhood, includ-
ing management positions. He also intends to 
feature local art, host fashion shows and perfor-
mances and hold community events.
 Reisner pitched the project as an opportunity 
to liven up the neighborhood. 
 “I’ve spent a lot of time in Boystown, and 
more than two-thirds of the week, it’s really qui-
et,” he said. “By having an active resort hotel on 
the street, you bring vibrancy. You bring people 
there 24/7, coming and going. You bring people 
who can eat and drink and shop throughout the 
community.” 
 But that influx of people did not sit well with 
a handful of residents, who said they worried 
that the building would draw too much traffic 
and block sunlight.

 “We have nice bright windows. They’re going 
to be gone with a building that size right behind 
us,” said one resident.
 Reisner said he would complete an air and 
sunlight study for concerned residents. And he 
argued that a 100-room hotel would not contrib-
ute to neighborhood congestion. Most guests 
will travel via CTA and taxi, he said, adding that 
100 rooms would mean about one additional 
person coming and leaving the building every 
15 minutes. 
 Among the hotel’s most vocal supporters were 
local bar owners, who said that they have been 
struggling to draw crowds they did before the 
recession hit. 
 Stu Zirin, owner of Minibar, said he strongly 
supports the proposed hotel, even though it will 
mean giving up his business. He noted recent 
closures like Circuit, Cocktail and Buck’s Saloon 
in recent months.
 “This is an amazing project that’s coming to 
the street,” he said. “We do it as nobody else 
does. Now, could [Reisner] shrink the building? 
He could shrink the building…That’s not what 
we do. That’s not the style that we have….We’re 
bringing change. We’re bringing opportunity.” 
 Alderman Tom Tunney’s chief of staff, Bennett 
Lawson, said that a 44th Ward plan identified a 
need for hotels in the area.
 Reisner said he was open to revisions. He said 
the community meeting would not be the last on 
the project.

‘Gay’ hotel draws
mixed reaction at
community meeting

Ian Reisner of Parkview Developers. Photo by 
Kate Sosin

passaGes
timothy Callaway
 Local drag star Timothy Callaway passed 
away March 31 from complications of 
pneumonia.  He was 47.  
 As Blondina Del Rey, Timothy amazed 
audiences at 3160 with his searing rendi-
tion of “Why’d Ya Do It” and was a member 
of the club’s dart league for a number of 
years.  
 Timothy will always be remembered by 
his many close friends in Chicago. He is 
survived by his family in his home town of 
Corpus Christi, Texas.

Timothy Callaway. Photo courtesy of 
Nick Schneider

30 Under 30 noms
due april 19
 CHICAGO—Windy City Times is seeking to 
recognize 30 more outstanding LGBT indi-
viduals (and allies) for its annual 30 Under 
30 Awards.
 Nominees should be 30 years or under as 
of June 30, and should have made some 
substantial contributions to the LGBT com-
munity, whether in the fields of entertain-
ment, politics, health, activism, academics, 
sports or other areas.
 The deadline to nominate individuals is 
Friday, April 19.
 Most honorees have gone on to great 
success in their careers and educations, in-
cluding working for the Obama presidential 
campaign and administration, plus individ-
ual successes in music, law and much more.
 Individuals, organizations, co-workers, 
etc. can nominate a person by emailing 
Andrew@WindyCityMediaGroup.com or 
faxed to Andrew Davis’ attention to 773-
871-7609. Self-nominations are welcome.
 The nomination should be 100 words 
or fewer, and should state what achieve-
ments or contributions the nominee has 
made. Nominators should include their own 
names and contact information as well as 
the contact information and the age of the 
nominee.
 Note: Following the policy instituted in 
2005, individuals can only win once. Those 
have won the award since that year are in-
eligible for this year’s awards.
 Windy City Times, AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago, Center on Halsted and Chicago 
House are sponsoring the event. 
 Honorees will be notified in May and rec-
ognized at a free ceremony Thursday, June 
27, at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted St., at 5:30 p.m.

For Men AND Women
Embassy Neograft and Aesthetic 
Center is Chicago’s Leader in 
Advanced, Permanent, Natural 
Hair Transplant & Restoration
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• No staples
• No stitches
• We repair linear scars

www.embassystudio.com

For more info or to schedule an appointment, contact us at:
312-642-9800 • embassystu@sbcglobal.net

747 N. LaSalle St., Suite 200, Chicago

164  Division Street, 6th Floor
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BY CARRIe MAXWeLL

On April 20, the American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention (AFSP) will host an LGBT suicide 
prevention symposium at Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital. 
 The symposium will feature talks from leaders 
in the fields of mental health and the LGBT com-
munity. They will present information on suicide 
prevention and survivor support within the LGBT 
community. 
 According to its website, “the AFSP is the 
leading national not-for-profit organization ex-
clusively dedicated to understanding and pre-
venting suicide through research, education and 
advocacy, and to reaching out to people with 
mental disorders and those impacted by sui-
cide.” 
 The AFSP has a Chapter Advisory Committee 
on LGBT Issues under its LGBT initiative um-
brella that is, according to its website, “work-
ing to create LGBT mental health educational 
resources and training tools to educate main-
stream suicide prevention organizations, LGBT 
health/rights groups and the general public on 
the issue of suicide and suicide risk among LGBT 
individuals.” The committee also developed and 
submitted to the AFSP Public Policy Council its 
recommendations about legislative and regula-
tory initiatives affecting LGBT people.
 The day will feature an opening address by 
Michael McRaith, who is a survivor of loss by 
suicide. McRaith is an AFSP board member and 

the director of the Federal Insurance Office for 
the United States Treasury. 
 Dr. Brian Mustanski—an AFSP grant recipient 
as well as an associate professor and director 
of Northwestern’s IMPACT LGBT Health and De-
velopment Program—will discuss his research 
findings. Matthew Breen, editor-in-chief of The 
Advocate magazine, will discuss the intersection 
of LGBT individuals, mental health and the me-
dia. 
 In addition, Illinois Safe School’s Alliance 
GSA Coordinator Lawrence Carter will talk about 
community resources. Karma Israelsen, interim 
president and CEO of the Howard Brown Health 
Center, will speak on mental health services. 
Steve Moore, legislative committee chairperson 
and board of directors member of the Illinois 
chapter of the AFSP, will speak about local, 
state and national policies surrounding suicide 
prevention. Simon Chavez, LGBT outreach com-
mittee co-chairperson and LGBT Symposium 
Chicago 2013 co-chairperson, will talk about 
community resources focusing on the LGBT com-
munity at the local and state level. Also, Illinois 
State Rep. Kelly Cassidy will speak at the event.
 “My hope is that this symposium increases 
the public’s understanding of these issues,” said 
April Jervis, Illinois’ ASFP director. “Additionally, 
I hope attendees learn the warning signs of sui-
cide, the resources that are available for mental 
healthcare and community support, and what to 
do if a loved one is in crisis or if they lose some-
one they love to suicide,.” 

  Moore added that “[t]he American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention recognizes the im-
portance of addressing the issue of suicide in 
the LGBT community. 
 “LGBT youth are especially at risk for suicide 
due to additional risk factors such as the stress 
of being the victim of bullying and violence and 
a feeling of nonconformity, amplified by the ab-
sence of protective factors such as support from 

family and friends. We hope that this symposium 
will assist participants in preventing suicide in 
the LGBT community.”
 Chavez said, “We are really thrilled to have 
this event here in Chicago. Within the LGBT com-
munity we know that there are multiple factors 
that may lead a person to have suicidal thoughts 
or instances of self-harm including instances of 
bullying, discrimination based on sexual orien-
tation or gender identity and isolation. 
 “When some commits suicide it not only af-
fects their family and friends it also affects the 
community overall. As for the conference itself, 
we are happy that a number of community lead-
ers have signed on to present their information 
and resources to the attendees.”
 The event sponsors are Impact-the LGBT 
Health and Development Program at Northwest-
ern University, Chicago’s Progressive Talk WCPT 
AM & FM, Windy City Media Group and PepsiCo. 
 The organizations that have partnered with 
the AFSP include the Howard Brown Health Cen-
ter, the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance and the 
National Runaway Safeline. They will also be 
highlighting their programs during the sympo-
sium. 
 Attendees will also be provided with a number 
of informational materials from the AFSP such as 
“When You Fear Someone May Take Their Life” 
and “A Healing Guide for Survivors of Suicide.” 
 The symposium will be held in the conference 
center of the Feinberg School of Medicine, 251 
E. Huron, third floor, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
 Tickets for the symposium are $10 or students 
and seniors; general admission is $25. VIP tick-
ets are $50 and include access to the reception 
following the symposium. They can be purchased 
at www.PreventLGBTSuicide.org.
 See www.afsp.org for more information.

The U.S. Treasury’s Michael McRaith is slated 
to speak at the event. Photo by Ross Forman

hospital the site of lGBt
suicide-prevention event

BY KATe SOSIN

An Illinois lawmaker is again under fire for al-
leged anti-gay comments in emails to constitu-
ents.
 Rep. Tom Morrison (R-54) compared same-sex 
marriage to statutory rape in an email to a con-
stituent that Windy City Times obtained.
 In the email, Morrison asks where the line 
would be drawn of same-sex couples were al-
lowed to marry.

 “If one male and one female is discriminatory, 
then isn’t limitation of marriage to just two 
people discriminatory, too?” he wrote. “There 
are men who would like to marry two or more 
consenting females. Would you define their re-
lationship as marriage, too? Could a man marry 
a consenting 9-year old girl? Why not? To refuse 
them would be discrimination. Again, where 
would you draw the line?
 “If you say a man and a 9-year old girl in mar-
riage is absurd, then I would point out that only 
20 years ago or so it would have been consid-
ered absurd that two men or two women could 
marry.”
 Morrison’s position against equal marriage has 
been well-documented. Last July, he was among 
a group of lawmakers who introduced a bill reaf-
firming the state’s ban on same-sex marriage.
 Last month, he took heat for a similar email 
exchange with a constituent. According to Dai-
lyKos.com, Morrison speculated that if equal 
marriage passed, “bisexual individuals could ar-
gue that they ought to be permitted to marry 
both sexes at the same time.”
 Morrison said he regretted his latest, which 
he said were “inappropriate, inflammatory” and 
“distracting.”
 “I do not equate same-sex marriage with mar-
riage to 9-year-olds,” Morrison said. “I don’t 
want anyone in my district to feel like they are 
slighted or disrespected.” 
 Morrison said he was trying to make a point 
that laws are based on value judgments. He also 
said he emailed his constituent a second time in 
an effort to clarify his stance. That full email is 
at http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Illinois-rep-compares-same-sex-marriage-to-
statutory-rape-/42354.html.

new Chicago project
aims to combat lGBtQ
youth homelessness
BY KATe SOSIN

Advocates estimate that between 20-40 percent 
of homeless youth are LGBTQ. The number of 
LGBTQ-friendly beds for homeless youth in Chi-
cago, however, is small.
 Looking to curb that trend, a group of Chi-
cago-based community advocates is starting 
an organization dedicated to combating LGBTQ 
youth homelessness. 
 Project Fierce Chicago (PFC), a grassroots or-
ganization made up of social workers and advo-
cates, launched a fundraising campaign April 2 
on Indiegogo.com. 
 The group says it hopes to add to pre-existing 
services for LGBTQ homeless youth, providing 
long-term housing.
 “We are unique but we do not stand alone, and 
we will need the support and partnership from 
existing LGBTQ youth service providers in Chica-
go,” said Cassie Warren, a sexual health educa-
tor and one of the group’s five organizers. “One 
of the reasons we decided to go the grassroots 
route is because we don’t want to complete for 
funding with our sibling organizations who do 
amazing, radical work.” 
 Organizers of the project also include Katrina 
Sanford, André Pérez, Cassandra Avenatti, and 
Jackie Boyd. According to a fundraising video, 
the organizers boast over 35 collective years of 
experience working with youth and around hous-
ing.
 PFC has already raised more than $3,000 to-
wards its launch, with a goal of $10,000 to for 
a down payment on a foreclosed home to set up 
headquarters.
 Just a handful of service providers offer LG-
BTQ-affirming housing for youth in Chicago. 
Organizers say they hope to work with those 
providers to increase services.
 “Emergency shelters are incredibly important 
and meet the urgent needs of homeless young 

people,” said Avenatti. “We would like to pro-
vide a complement to overnight housing for 
this population. Stability and consistency are 
extremely important for a successful transition 
to living independently and can be harder to 
achieve with spaces that are not guaranteed to 
be available each night.”
 Organizers are still ironing out the details 
about the PFC’s structure but say it will be most-
ly volunteer-run. The group is filing for non-
profit status. 
 PFC is raising funds through May 5. For more 
information, check out indiegogo.com/projects/
project-fierce-support-a-grassroots-effort-to-
address-queer-youth-homelessness?c=home.  

ex-Marine arrested 
in illinois for Calif.
anti-gay attack
BY KATe SOSIN

A man facing anti-gay hate crime charges in a 
Long Beach, Calif., attack was arrested in a Chi-
cago suburb April 8.
 John K. O’Leary, 21, was arrested at a rela-
tive’s home in Evergreen Park, Ill., said Lt. Peter 
Donovan. 
 “They contacted us from Long Beach,” Dono-
van said. “We were informed that there was a 
warrant.”
 O’Leary, a former Marine, is accused of attack-
ing two men outside a gay bar in Long Beach on 
Sept. 3, 2012.
 According to a statement from the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s office, O’Leary went to 
a gay bar that evening with three other Marines. 
After closing, he allegedly began shouting anti-
gay slurs. 
 A verbal altercation turned physical when 
O’Leary allegedly began punching one victim. 
O’Leary allegedly punched and choked a second 
victim who tried to intervene. 
 O’Leary could face up to eight years behind 
bars if convicted, the Los Angeles County state-
ment said. 

illinois rep compares marriage 
equality to statutory rape

State Rep. Tom Morrison.



high schoolers
discuss sCotUs,
marriage equality
BY MATTHeW C. CLARK

Inside the Judge Abraham Lincoln Marovitz 
Courtroom of IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, a 
crowd of students were discussing the possible 
legal arguments that could be made in Hilling-
sworth v. Perry and United States v. Windsor, the 
two same-sex marriage cases that were recent-
ly argued at the Supreme Court of the United 
States (SCOTUS).
 Except rather than law students, the young 
pupils were high school students from Chicago 
and the surrounding area.
 On April 12, Chicago-Kent College of Law’s 
Institute on the Supreme Court of the United 
States (ISCOTUS), and the Constitutional Rights 
Foundation Chicago (CRFC) held a day-long con-
ference for high school students called “A Day 
at the Supreme Court of the United States: A 
Special Focus on the Gay Marriage Cases.”
 The conference focused on an overview of the 
Supreme Court, how they decide which cases to 
hear, and the facts and arguments of the two 
same-sex marriage cases.
 CRFC is a program for elementary and high 
school students that focuses on historic and 
current controversies involving rights, laws and 
policy, and uses hands-on learning to strength-
en civic engagement and civil dialogue.
 CRFC Executive Director Nisan Chavkin said 
the same-sex marriage cases before the Supreme 
Court are of national importance, the legal foun-
dations of which determine what we do and 
what we’re allowed to do.
 “What the courts decide has immediate conse-
quences for people across the country,” he said.
 “The courts are mysterious to the general pub-
lic, and this is a chance to learn about a branch 
of government like any other,” he added.
 Don Davis and Kelly Pecak are social science 
teachers whose students participated in the 
event. Davis teaches at Hancock College Prepa-
ratory High School in the city and Pecak teaches 
at Maine West High School in the suburbs. 
 Both educators said CRFC events give students 
a great opportunity to meet other young people 
who come from different communities from their 
own, and learn to address controversial issues 
maturely.
 “So many people don’t know how to talk about 
these issues in a civil way,” Pecak said. “They’ll 
end up like Congress and not know how to do it 
at all.”
 Davis said that here students could get the 
facts, disagree and respect one another’s opin-
ions.
 “It’s not about telling them what to think but 
showing them how to think,” he said.
 During the workshop, students learned about 
the 1993 decision of the Hawaiian Supreme 
Court that declared same-sex marriage a viola-

tion of the state’s constitutional right to equal 
protection, as well as California’s creation of do-
mestic partnerships in 1999.
 Students also heard audio clips of the legal ar-
guments made during the court case though the 
Oyez Project, a multimedia archive at Chicago-
Kent College of Law.
 Andrew Nieto is a student a Mather High 
School. He said he’s very interested in law, and 
describes himself as pro-gay even though he’s 
straight.
 “That’s what interested me in coming here,” 
he said.
 Although he’s taken classes on the Supreme 
Court, he said he still learned a lot from the 
day’s program, especially from the oral argument 
recordings.
 “Actually hearing them makes them feel so 
much more powerful.
 Carolyn Shapiro, an associate professor of law 
at Chicago-Kent and the director of ISCOTUS, led 
many of the day’s workshops.
 Shapiro said one reason the same-sex marriage 
cases are important is because people can relate 
to them regardless of their level of sophistica-
tion.
 “It makes the court more accessible,” she said.
 The Supreme Court is expected to reach its de-
cision about this case in June.
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BY KATe SOSIN

Reported cases of the disease that causes men-
ingitis among gay and bisexual men on both 
U.S. coasts have LGBT people across the country 
on alert, but Chicago officials say that no case 
has been reported in Chicago.
 Public health officials have been on alert since 
Brett Shaad, a 33-year-old West Hollywood law-
yer died April 12 after attending an Easter gath-
ering for gay men in Los Angeles, according to 
the L.A. Times. 
 Meningitis cases have been headline news 
among LGBTs since September, when New York 
City’s health department alerted citizens to four 
cases of meningococcal disease among gay and 
bisexual men. 
 Cases on opposite sides of the country have 
sparked fears of an outbreak among gay and bi-
sexual men. 
 In the wake of those cases, the Chicago De-
partment of Public Health (CDPH) confirmed 
that no cases had been reported in the city.
 Dr. Julie Morita, medical director of CDPH said 
that it remains unclear why New York and L.A. 
have seen cases among gay and bisexual men.
 “In Chicago, we haven’t seen the disease in 
that group right now,” Morita said.
 Last year, Chicago had 10 reported cases of 
meningococcal disease, Morita said. Those cases 
were not among men who have sex with men 
(MSMs). 
 Chicago has yet to see a single case this year. 
 Health institutions are required to report 
cases of meningococcal disease, which tends to 
impact teens.
 Morita said that despite the costal cases, gay 

and bisexual men in Chicago still face higher 
risks of contracting influenza than meningococ-
cal disease. 
 “They should be reassured that we haven’t had 
cases in Chicago,” Morita said.
 She encouraged frequent hand washing and 
safe sex.
 Those at high risk of contracting the disease 
can get vaccinated. Among MSMs in cities that 
have seen cases, that includes men who have 
used social media apps to hook up, said Morita.  
 
Information on meningococcal meningitis from 
CDPH:
 When someone has meningococcal meningitis, 
the protective membranes covering their brain 
and spinal cord become infected and swell. The 
symptoms include sudden onset of fever, head-
ache and stiff neck. It is often accompanied by 
other symptoms, such as nausea, vomiting, pho-
tophobia  (increased sensitivity to light) and al-
tered mental status (confusion). The symptoms 
of meningococcal meningitis can appear quickly 
or over several days. 
  Another common outcome of meningococcal 
infection is bloodstream infection, either sep-
ticemia or bacteremia. The more serious of the 
two is septicemia. When someone has meningo-
coccal septicemia, the bacteria enter the blood-
stream and multiply, damaging the walls of the 
blood vessels and causing bleeding into the skin 
and organs.
 Symptoms may include fatigue, vomiting, cold 
hands and feet, chills, severe aches or pain in 
the muscles, joints, chest or abdomen (belly), 
rapid breathing, diarrhea and/or (in later stag-
es) a dark purple rash.

no reported meningitis in 
Chicago despite coastal cases
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Bucks closes to
make way for retro
arcade bar
BY KATe SOSIN

Bucks Saloon, a Boystown institution, is closing 
its doors, but a new bar will takes its place.
 Mark Liberson, owner of Hydrate Nightclub, 
Halsted’s and Elixir, has announced that he will 
open Replay, a retro arcade, at 3439 N. Halsted 
St.
 On Facebook, Bucks regulars lamented the loss 
of their favorite bar, which outlived many of the 
neighborhood’s earliest businesses. Bucks had 
announced the impending closure in February 
but had not announced a closing date. Bucks 
customers celebrated the bar at an April 14 fare-
well party. 

 Liberson said he hopes to honor the Bucks tra-
dition as a local watering hole.
 “The history of Bucks is a long one, and what 
we’re going to do is build upon its destination 
as a place to spend time with friends,” Liberson 
said. 
 Replay will feature more than 25 craft beers, 
bourbon and more than 20 video games from the 
‘80s and ‘90s, including Ms. Pac-Man to Galaga, 
Space Invaders to Donkey Kong, according to a 
media statement. 
 “The most exciting new thing really is what’s 
old,” said Liberson, referring to the arcade 
games.
 The bar will offer a cocktail menu by Elixir’s 
Danny Quinn and food options from Halsted’s.
 The space will be refinished from floor to ceil-
ing, said Liberson. It is expected to open by Me-
morial Day weekend.



BY CHARLSIe DeWeY

The year was 1972 and a small group of lawyers, 
led by Bill Thom, set out to found a not-for-
profit legal organization based out of New York 
that would focus entirely on LGBT civil rights 
issues across the nation. They encountered their 
first challenge shortly after filing the paperwork 
for nonprofit status when a panel of New York 
judges denied the application.  
 It was not until 1973, after the group took 
on its own case and New York’s highest court 
finally allowed for the nonprofit status, that the 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund was 
finally up and running. 
 The 1970s saw the organization fight and win 
some of the nation’s first LGBT-rights cases, in-
cluding Gay Student Organization v. Bonner, a 
case focusing on a gay student organization’s 
fight against its college, the University of New 
Hampshire, which had banned its activities. 
 Cases of all sorts followed and conversations 
about opening additional offices in other re-
gions began to grow. 
 Cook County Circuit Judge Pat Logue, who was 
a board member at the time and later opened 
the Midwest Regional Office, remembered, “There 
was talk of expanding Lambda from just having a 
New York office to having additional offices and 
that growth, which did ultimately come to pass, 
prompted a lot of discussions. 
 “Chicago was identified early on as a place to 
open an office after Los Angeles. L.A. was done 
supposedly because of the money there and then 
Chicago was the next most obvious. So that is 
how we decided to do it, and it was prompted in 
large part because of Bon Foster.”
 Foster had attended Northwestern University 
Law School and passed away of AIDS in 1991 
leaving behind money for a Lambda office to be 
set up in Chicago. The request stipulated that 
the funding had to be used within two years or 
it would be forfeited.
 “There was some resistance from within the 
community, because some people thought that 
having a national organization here would drain 
resources for other organizations, which didn’t 

prove to be the case,” Logue said. “We had a lot 
of meetings with people on that score; I think 
we won them over in the end.”
 So, in 1993, Logue and assistant Mona Norie-
ga (who is now the chair of the Chicago Commis-
sion on Human Relations) opened the Midwest 
Regional Office of Lambda Legal in Chicago. It 
currently covers 10 states.
 “Our first case was on behalf of the ad hoc 
committee of Proud Black Lesbians and Gays, 
who wanted to march in the Bud Billiken Parade 
and had been told they could not march,” Logue 
said. “We worked on their behalf to set up what 
amounted in the end to a negotiation with the 
family that runs the Chicago Defender, which is 
the sponsor of the parade. It historically says 
it’s a parade about children, and this group had 
been denied based on their being a gay group, 
basically.
 Logue said the group had submitted two iden-
tical applications, but one had its actual name 
on it while the other used a fictitious name. The 
application with the fake name was accepted 
and the other was denied. Lambda helped the 
group negotiate with the parade sponsors and 
in the end the negotiations were successful and 
the group proudly marched in the Bud Billiken 
Parade.
 Logue recalled that the early years were a very 
busy time for the Midwest office.
 “We did not yet have any second parent adop-
tion,” she said. “No marriage rights. We were 
struggling to find much more basic things, keep-
ing people from getting fired and for being fired 
for being HIV positive.”
 Lambda Legal had its first HIV/AIDS case in 
1983. The case, People v. West 12 Tenants Corp., 
resulted in a win for the organization. It rec-
ognized that under disability laws it is illegal 
to discriminate against people who have HIV, 
therefore, insurance companies had to cover HIV 
testing and treatments, pay benefits to people 
disabled by the disease and established privacy 
rights for people with HIV.
 Many of the HIV/AIDS cases that followed 
were employment-based ones prompted by peo-
ple’s fear of the disease.
 “It was a very fear based time with respect to 
the transmission of HIV and so she [the lawyer 
focusing on those cases] was trying to use these 
cases, and she did it very effectively, to dem-
onstrate that these fears were way overblown 
and that this was not how we should be treating 
people with HIV,” explained Camilla Taylor, se-
nior staff attorney and marriage project director 
for the Midwest office.
 Taylor joined the Midwest office in 2002, just 
as Lambda Legal was preparing for the Supreme 
Court case Lawrence v. Texas.
 “It was a case involving Tyron Garner and 
John Lawrence, two men from Texas who were 
convicted of consensual sodomy,” Taylor said. 
“Texas was one of 13 states in the country that 
prohibited intimacy between people of the same 
sex and that criminalized lesbian and gay people 
as a result.
 “These sodomy statutes were horrible things 
that affected people even if they didn’t live in 
that state. ... They were used as justification for 
terminating police officers or lawyers from po-
sitions—I’m thinking of two real-life examples 
and examples from our actual docket. 
 “They justified preventing lesbian or gay 
people from becoming teachers in public school 
systems, because a lesbian or gay person was a 
presumed criminal by virtue of the existence of 
these sodomy laws somewhere in the country. In 
some states they were even forced to register as 

sex offenders if they were convicted of engag-
ing in consensual intimacy with the person that 
they loved.”
 Sodomy laws had created an intimidating 
roadblock for LGBT people in many legal areas.
 “It was very challenging for lesbian and gay 
people to argue for affirmative protections for 
their relationships,” Taylor said. “And, it was 
also very difficult for them to argue that it was 
a violation of their fundamental guarantee of 
equal protection in a state or federal consti-
tution while we still had sodomy laws on the 
books. Taking down these laws that stigmatized 
lesbian and gay people even if they were never 
convicted of an offense was of paramount im-
portance for the movement.”
 Logue was involved in preparing the liberty 
argument, which was one of two arguments used 
in the case. It focused on the idea that it violat-
ed our fundamental autonomy, a person’s right 
to be free of this kind of intrusion of the state 
into ones personal life.
 Taylor said that the liberty argument was seen 
by some to be the weaker of the two arguments 
because the Roe v. Wade decision was grounded 
in that argument and many thought the court 
was moving away from ruling on liberty grounds.
 “Pat however had real faith that it is was the 
important argument to make and that the court 
would still find it to have vitality, this protec-
tion against intrusion into our most private 
lives,” Taylor said.
 In the end, the U.S. Supreme Court did rule 
on the liberty grounds and struck down sodomy 
laws across the nation.
 To date, Lawrence is the most important vic-
tory for LGBT equality, according to Taylor.
 While the organization was busily taking on a 
plethora of cases around employment discrimi-
nation, family law issues, HIV discrimination 
and transgender discrimination, it was regularly 
fielding calls from people who wanted to chal-
lenge their state’s refusal to issues marriage li-
censes to gay couples.
 Lambda Legal was concerned by the backlash 
that was already occurring as individuals at-
tempted to take on their states, a concern that 
was amplified in 2004 when a flood of anti-gay 
marriage ballot initiatives were passed.
 But, realizing the need to push the issue for-
ward, the organization set its sights on Iowa.
 “Iowa actually has a long tradition of protect-
ing civil rights, sometimes long before its neigh-
boring states have done so. ... It was something 

that we depended upon when we filed our law-
suit,” Taylor explained. “So we had a sense of 
confidence and a great deal of hope based on 
precedents in Iowa that interpreted the Iowa 
State Constitution in a broader way than the 
federal constitution is interpreted, and also in 
the people of Iowa.”
 The gamble paid off, and in 2009 Iowa joined 
Massachusetts and Connecticut as the third 
state granting gay marriages.
 Marriage continues to be a big focus for Lamb-
da Legal, as it is for the rest of the country, 
and the organization is a member of the Illinois 
Unites for Marriage coalition, which is working 
to pass same-sex marriage in the state.
 Taylor warned that while this is certainly a 
time to celebrate, it is also a time to be cau-
tious, because anti-gay opponents are looking 
for ways to roll back previously won protections. 
 “A number of our opponents are being very op-
portunistic and seeing the passage of marriage 
legislation as a vehicle for rolling back vital pro-
tections that we fought for over the previous de-
cades and won after brutal fights,” Taylor said.
 She notes that lawyers are seeing attempts by 
individuals and groups to claim religious liberty 
as justification for discrimination against LGBT 
people.
 “We’ve seen a lot of effort on the part of our 
opponents around the country to misappropriate 
victimhood and to argue that there ought to be 
some sort of exemption from discrimination li-
ability if they can articulate a religious justifica-
tion for their discrimination,” explained Taylor.
 Still, despite the struggles still ahead, Logue 
and Taylor are both pleased with the victories 
the organization has wrought and share a posi-
tive outlook for the coming years.
 “Over the last 10 or 11 years it feels different 
to be a lawyer for the LGBT community because 
we are not losing as much, because the world 
has shifted around us and there is an expecta-
tion of success around us when we file a case or 
walk into a new courtroom, so its nice to have 
the wind at your back,” Taylor said.
 The Midwest Regional Office will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary with the Bon Foster Cel-
ebration 2013 on Wed., April 24, 6-9:30 p.m. 
The gala is being held at The Art Institute 
of Chicago (Modern Wing), 159 e. Monroe St. 
Tickets and more information are available at 
www.lambdalegal.org/bonfoster.
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lambda legal and its
Midwest office mark
major milestones

Pat Logue and Lambda Legal Midwest Regional Director Jim Bennett at the 2012 Bon Foster 
celebration. Photo by Kat Fitzgerald
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All offers exclude tax, title, license, and $164 documentation fee. With approved credit. Must finance through TFS. In stock units only. All rebates, customer cash and incentives provided by Toyota Motor Sales. Finance offer of 
0% for 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per month $1,000 financed. Not all applicants will qualify. Please see dealer for complete details. Toyota and Scion are registered trademarks of Toyota/Scion, LLC. Offers expire 4/24/13.

Ronnie Colosimo’s oak lawn ToyoTa
1-800-NEW-TOYOTA • 1-800-639-8696

GAY in the
LIFE

Marie Kavadias
TeXT BY ROSS FORMAN

PHOTOS COURTeSY OF KAvADIAS

Age
43

Relationship status
Married to Teri S. Hutchison; they 
have been together for 21 years and 
had a civil union ceremony in 2011

Job title
Artist

Hobbies
Music, being creative

Favorite artist
Wassily Kandinsky

Favorite TV show
Big Bang Theory

Favorite color to use in art
Indigo Blue, “because it is dark, but 
still has some color.”

Four people (living or dead) who 
you’d like to have dinner with
Princess Diana, Albert Einstein, Cate 
Blanchett and Johnny Depp

Best part of the job
“Being creative, expressing myself, 
[and] sharing it with others.”

Worst part of the job
“The ups and downs. Sometimes you 
are starving; other times you will [be 
eating] steak.”

The artwork of Marie Kavadias meshes bright colors with dark backdrops 
to create a pop.
 “It’s primarily abstract, vivid [and] bold, utilizing oil and chalk pastel 
on paper,” or occasionally on canvas, she said. “As an alternative medium, 
I do some sculptures and take photographs, [too]. I’m kind of known in 
circles as an emerging ‘outsider, twice-gifted artist’ who has beat the 
odds.”
 Kavadias has a learning disability, and has compensated with “[the] 
gifted side of my brain and visual abilities,” she said. “When I was tested 
in school, they found I was in the 1 percent of the nation to do certain 
visual tasks, recognize patterns and abstract thinking. All these areas 
were in the highest levels, but in processing areas, such as reading, they 
were pretty low.”
 Kavadias, though, has always been hooked on art.

 “My partner keeps pretty much every little doodle I [draw, 
which] makes me chuckle a little,” she said. “You know how at 
restaurants they [often] have paper you can draw on while wait-
ing [for food.] Well, she will tear it off before we leave.”
 Kavadias said her long-term art goal is to bring it to more 
communities and at-risk children. “It could just be improving 
a neighborhood with art, or a garden by painting a mural. I 
believe visual activities and encouragement are good for growth 
and development. I also want to get more of my art back into 
stores.”

 Her cards were previously sold at Borders and other re-
tailers.
 Kavadias has a loyal legion of Facebook followers and, 
she admitted, “I never thought that the artist page on 
Facebook would have such a following.”
 “I love the fact that people from all over the world have 
sent me notes and messages in all different languages to 
talk about my art,” she said. “Not just my art, but once in 
a while I will get an email from someone and they will ask 
what I think of their work when they are just starting out. 
It’s great to be that appreciated [by] so many people; I’m 
humbled.”
 Kavadias does at least four shows annually, and her work 
is showcased at many local venues to support the com-
munity, such as Ravenswood Artwalk. “I have coordinated 
a few shows, [such as,] Offbeat Destinations, a multimedia 
experience showcasing the work of five Chicago artists.”
 She also has exhibits at galleries in New York City, Cali-
fornia and overseas.

http://www.oaklawntoyota.com
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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VIEWPOINTS

open transgender
military service:
time to get
started
Now that he’s no longer secretary of defense, 
I imagine that Leon Panetta has very little to 
worry about, least of all his legacy.
 Panetta’s announcement just weeks before 
leaving office that he would bring an end to 
the policy of excluding women from combat as-
signments surprised, well, everyone. To call this 
move historic is to put it mildly. Not long after 
that, he made history again, bringing a measure 
of equity to the benefits offered to same-sex 
military families before leaving D.C. to return to 
his much-loved walnut farm in California. His-
tory will remember Panetta’s tenure at the De-
fense Department favorably for these decisions 
to change policies that no longer reflected the 
reality of our wars or, just as importantly, the 
values of our nation.
 As a woman veteran, I was elated with these 
changes. As the wife of a woman veteran (my 
wife Danyelle was a West Point classmate of 
mine and served as an Army officer with honor 
and distinction), I felt encouraged by them.
 But as a transgender veteran, and an advocate 
for LGBT service members, veterans and their 
families, the changes that Secretary Panetta 
brought about in his last days in office have left 
me emboldened. Here’s why: As the combat ex-
clusion for women comes to an end and open 
service for gay, lesbian and bisexual Americans 
edges closer to truly equal service, it becomes 
more and more obvious that there is no longer 
any rational basis on which to bar qualified 
transgender people from serving in our armed 
forces.
 At the heart of the combat exclusion rule were 
two assumptions that were accepted uncritical-
ly, if not quite universally, for decades. The first 
was that women are somehow, by our nature, 
“unfit” for close combat. The valorous service of 
America’s women veterans of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, asymmetric battlefields where the “front 
line” is everywhere and every trooper faces the 
risk of close combat every day, put the lie to 
that. So too did the military’s uncanny ability to 
find ways to circumvent the rules as it became 
apparent they were no longer working in the 
field. Today there are few more effective ways 
to reveal oneself to be an armchair general, out 
of touch with the reality of modern war, than by 
saying that women don’t have what it takes to 
hang on the battlefield.
 The second assumption underlying the com-
bat exclusion was that the differences between 
men and women (real or, just as frequently, the 
product of sexist imagination) could not be ac-
commodated under battlefield conditions with-
out compromising the war-fighting effectiveness 
of the force. Steady advances in combat service 
support technology, techniques and procedures 
rendered all serious objections in this category 
obsolete long ago. (I refuse even to honor with 
a response those objections based not on quan-
tifiable differences in the sexes but on chauvin-
ist notions of a need to protect women, or to 
protect men from women.)
 With the stroke of a pen, Secretary Panetta 
consigned these two assumptions to the dust-
bin of history, where, along with military racial 
segregation and “don’t ask, don’t tell” (DADT), 
they can serve as embarrassing reminders of how 

easy it is to justify our prejudices in the name of 
security. However, it will be up to his successors 
to take the next logical step: the exorcism from 
DOD regulations of what is today a blanket, no-
exceptions-allowed exclusion of all transgender 
people from service. Such a move is absolutely 
appropriate today, because the bottom line is 
this: If “valor knows no gender,” as President 
Obama said when the combat exclusion rule fell, 
and if men and women really can be accommo-
dated simultaneously under close combat condi-
tions without a negative impact on war-fighting 
ability, then there is no reason other than preju-
dice for the transgender exclusion to remain.
 Transgender people (people whose inherent 
sense of their gender is out of sync with the sex 
they were declared to be when they were born) 
have served in America’s armed forces from the 
start. Today thousands wear our nation’s uni-
form and fight our nation’s wars, despite the fact 
that, like gay and lesbian service members under 
DADT, they must hide who they are to serve the 
country they love. However, what makes their 
situation different from that faced until recently 
by gays and lesbians is that no law bars their 
way. Instead, military medical regulations writ-
ten decades before most of them were born, 
when being transgender was poorly understood 
and prejudice ran deep even among medical and 
mental health professionals, pronounce them 
unfit to serve.
 Over the last 50 years our understanding of the 
transgender experience has grown significantly. 
Today thousands of Americans every year receive 
treatment for gender dysphoria, as the condition 
is now known. They go on to live full, fulfill-
ing lives and to contribute to their communities 
and society, often in exemplary ways. They are 
famous inventors, engineers and well-known au-
thors, fire fighters and police officers, teachers 
and pastors, parents and spouses—and soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines, and coast guardsmen. 
In fact, studies show that transgender people 
are more likely than their fellow citizens to serve 
in the military—perhaps twice as likely.
 For these reasons, many of our nation’s closest 
allies have already adapted their policies, and 
in the armed forces of countries like the United 
Kingdom, Australia and Israel, transgender peo-
ple today serve openly and with honor. These 
are some of the most professional and effective 
fighting forces on the planet, the friends we 
turn to when we need someone to stand with 
us in a tough fight. The experience of these al-
lies as they have integrated transgender service 
members into their ranks proves that the old 
assumptions about gender in the military no 
longer apply. A person’s gender really shouldn’t 
automatically disqualify them for service. The 
gender-based needs of men and women really 
can be accommodated together in the vast ma-
jority of military contexts without a detrimental 
impact on readiness, unit cohesion and good 
order and discipline—in other words, without 
impairing a unit’s ability to fight and win.
 What remains, then, is to attack the prob-
lem at its root by finally updating the web of 
outdated and obsolete medical, readiness and 
conduct policies that make up the transgender 
ban. With the ending of the combat exclusion 
policy, no reasonable justification remains for its 
existence. The military has no interest in barring 
from service an entire class of qualified people; 
in fact, as the force draws down after a decade 
of war and we enter a time when the quality 
of new recruits trumps quantity, it’s vital that 
recruiters have the widest possible pool of ap-
plicants from which to draw. But if that alone 
isn’t enough to spur action on this front, per-
haps another recent change is.
 Late last year the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation (APA) granted final approval to a series 
of updates to its most important resource, the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM). Used 
by health professionals the world over, the DSM 
establishes diagnostic criteria for the entire 
range of conditions related to mental health, 

from autism to post-traumatic stress disorder to 
gender dysphoria. The updates that the APA ap-
proved resulted from a rigorous revision process, 
which took years to complete as new research 
and results from the field were evaluated by 
committees of experts for incorporation. They 
included significant changes to the diagnostic 
criteria for gender dysphoria, changes directly 
relevant to military policy.
 Keeping abreast of the changes that result 
from this regular revision process and incor-
porating them into their work is how mental 
health professionals ensure that they are giving 
their clients the best, most effective advice and 
care. It’s also how public policy makers at the 
federal, state and local levels ensure that the 
regulations under which they operate represent 
the best, most up-to-date understanding of the 
groups they serve. That includes the officials at 
the Pentagon who are responsible for medical 
and readiness standards.
 The publication of the updated DSM next 
month presents the the best opportunity we’ve 
had to bring an end to the outdated ban on 
transgender service. They make clear that being 
transgender is not debilitating, nor is it “disor-
dered”; it does not prevent a person from func-
tioning at the highest levels or contributing in 
exemplary ways. That includes members of the 
armed forces.
 For all these reasons, it’s time to get started. 
Our military has a legacy of excellence to up-
hold, and its new leaders have a legacy of fair-
ness to build.
 A native of Scranton, Pa., Allyson D. Robin-
son is a 1994 graduate of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, where she 
majored in physics. After an internship at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory, she was com-
missioned as an officer in the Army and com-
manded PATRIOT missile units in europe and 
the Middle east. 
 She also served as a senior trainer/evalua-
tor for NATO and as an advisor to the armed 
forces of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar. Rob-
inson resigned her commission in 1999 to 
pursue a calling to Christian ministry, serving 
as pastor-teacher to churches in the Portu-
guese Azores and central Texas. She earned a 
master of divinity degree in theology with a 
capstone emphasis in social justice from Bay-
lor University in 2007.
 Most recently, as the first deputy director 
for employee programs of the HRC Founda-
tion’s Workplace Project, Robinson drove the 
design and delivery of HRC’s broad portfolio 
of training and curricula for corporate lead-
ership and employee audiences to improve 
LGBT cultural competence and inclusion in 
the workplace. She lives with her wife of 18 
years and their four children in Gaithersburg, 
MD.
 Follow Allyson D. Robinson on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/AllysonRobinson.
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BY SCOTT C. MORGAN
 
Raven Theatre is celebrating 30 years of store-
front theater by throwing a benefit party and by 
promoting a staff member to a newly created 
position. 
 Out actress and educator Kelli Strickland has 
been named Raven Theatre’s new executive di-
rector, a position she assumes in June following 
the completion of her prestigious Devos Fellow-
ship in Executive Arts Leadership at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C. Strickland is moving 
up from her previous Raven roles of an actress 
and the director of education and outreach for 
Raven Theatre’s Take Flight program for youths. 
 Reached by phone in D.C., Strickland was hon-
ored to expand the visions of Raven Theatre co-
founders Michael Menedian and JoAnn Monte-
murro, who now respectively serve as producing 
artistic director and co-artistic director.
 “The task that I am charged with is really to 
expand the capacity of the organization,” said 
Strickland, pointing out how other veteran 
Chicago-area storefront theaters like Steppen-
wolf Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare Theater and 
Northlight Theatre have grown from humble be-
ginnings to become major arts institutions. “I’ll 
really be looking at the way we interact with 
our audiences, students and families through a 
marketing and fundraising perspective. I’ll also 
be looking to expand the financial capacity of 
the organization and I’ll be working on board 
relations—developing our board of directors. 
Fortunately for me I have a long relationship 
with this theater.”

 On Strickland’s creative side, she’s credited 
with creating her one-woman show We’ve Got 
A Badge for That based upon her experiences 
in the Girl Scouts and working with multiple 
companies ranging from the Guthrie Theater 
to Missouri Rep. But perhaps Strickland’s most 
prominent acting performance is portraying the 
younger version of the title character played by 
actress Sharon Gless (Queer as Folk) in the 2009 
film Hannah Free. (Windy City Times publisher 
Tracy Baim is credited as a producer and execu-
tive producer on the film.) 
 “I’ve had a resurgence in viewers of the film 
contacting me,” Strickland said, adding that 
people reach out to her through facebook.com 
and by finding her Loyola University email con-
tacts. “I think it’s because the question of gay 
marriage is at the forefront of people’s minds 
right now.”
 Yet once Strickland returns to Chicago, she 
knows that she’ll have to put some of her ar-
tistic impulses on the back burner in favor of 
her new administrative duties for Raven Theatre. 
That’s why she’s soaking up all she can from the 
various lectures and hands-on experience at the 
Kennedy Center.
 “If you talk to anyone who has lived on the 
North Side of Chicago and you say, ‘Raven The-
atre,’ people go, ‘Oh yeah, that building at Gran-
ville and Clark that used to be a grocery store 
that has really distinctive signage,’” Strickland 
said. “I think sometimes we in arts organiza-
tions work so hard that we sort of assume that 
people know what we’re doing and I really view 
my charge as making sure that everyone knows 

what’s happening inside that building—so lit-
erally and metaphorically flinging those doors 
open and inviting people in to see the work and 
cultivate relationships.” 
 Kelli Strickland will be in attendance at Raven 
Theatre’s 30th anniversary benefit starting at 6 
p.m. on Friday, April 19, at The Parthenon res-
taurant, 310 S. Halsted St. The event features 
a family-style Greek dinner, a silent auction, a 
raffle and performances of selected scenes from 
past and future Raven Theatre productions. Tick-
ets are $100 each and proceeds benefit Raven 
Theatre and its Take Flight youth outreach pro-
gram. For reservations or more information, call 
773-338-2177 or visit www.raventheatre.com.

Comedy breasts
 Let’s hear it for the ladies of GayCo, Chicago 
oldest LGBTQ sketch comedy troupe. The lesbian-
focused production Breast in Show is back for 
another revival, this time at pH Comedy Theater. 
So if you previously missed this revue’s hilarious 
takes on Dora the Explorer’s tell-tale signs of her 
sexuality and what really goes on at a women’s 
softball game, then don’t skip out on this extra 
chance to see Breast in Show.  
 GayCo’s revival of Breast in Show plays 7:30 

p.m. Sundays between April 21 to May 26 at pH 
Comedy Theater, 1515 W. Berwyn Ave. Tickets 
are $15 with discounts available for students. 
Call 773-961-8214 or visit www.gayco.com.

Opera in Spanish
 Chicago has a huge Latino population, so it’s 
surprising that only this month the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago presented its first work in Spanish: 
the 2010 “mariachi opera” Cruzar la Cara de la 
Luna (To Cross the Face of the Moon) by José 
“Pepe” Martínez and Leonard Foglia. Chicago Op-
era Theater (COT) isn’t too far behind, since it 
presents the professional Chicago stage debut of 
Astor Piazzolla and Horacio Ferrer’s 1967 “tango 
operita” María de Buenos Aires for four perfor-
mances staring Saturday, April 20.
 Both Cruzar and María come to Chicago thanks 
to the drive of the companies’ newish general 
directors. The Lyric’s Anthony Freud originally 
commissioned the mariachi opera for Houston 
Grand Opera in 2010 to speak to the immigrant 
experience, while COT’s Andreas Mitisek is add-
ing an extra layer of historical resonance the 
Piazzolla work by updating the opera’s action 
to Argentina’s “Dirty War” of between 1976 and 
1983.
 Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Cruzar La Cara de la 
Luna (To Cross the Face of the Moon) featuring 
Mariachi Aztlán continues at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
April 19, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
20, at the Benito Juárez Community Academy, 
1450-1510 W. Cermak Road, and at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 20, at the Genesee Theatre, 203 
N. Genesee St., Waukegan. Call 800-982-2787 or 
visit www.lyricopera.org for more information.
 Chicago Opera Theater’s María de Buenos Ai-
res featuring Luna Negra Dance Theater plays 
7:30 p.m. April 20, 24, 26 with a 2 p.m. Sun-
day matinee April 28, at Millennium Park’s Har-
ris Theater for Music and Dance, E. Randolph Dr. 
Performances in Spanish with projected English 
transations. Tickets are $35-$125. Call 312-704-
8414 or visit www.chicagoot.org for more infor-
mation. 
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THEATER REVIEW

In a Garden
Playwright: Howard Korder
At: A Red Orchid Theater, 1531 N. Wells St.
Tickets: 312-943-8722; 
www.aredorchidtheatre.org; $25-$30
Runs through: May 19

BY MARY SHeN BARNIDGe
 
A character in David Henry Hwang’s Chinglish 
advises a westerner attempting to do business 
in a foreign country that he should prepare to 
chat about seemingly-irrelevant topics for what 
appears an extraordinary length of time before 
getting down to the purpose of their meeting. 
The meeting of American architect Andrew Hack-
ett and Fawaz Othman, minister of culture for 
the generic Middle Eastern nation of Aquaat, 
anticipates another illustration of this dynamic: 
Othman reminisces about his student days in 
New York City and grumbles about his relatives, 
sharing personal confidences with a readiness 
that Hackett finds first puzzling, then annoying, 
as their planning conferences grow more nu-
merous and protracted, over a period of several 
years.
 Since our playwright is Howard Korder, the rea-
sons behind the delays of a project initiated in 
1989, but not completed until nearly a decade 
later, are not cheerful. It helps to know the his-
tory of the oligarchy we know as the United Arab 
Emirates—the fictional Aquaat’s prototype—
and its progression from liberal trade relations 
with western nations to xenophobic insularity 
and domestic repression. Gradually, we become 
aware that the “People’s Park” that Othman has 
commissioned as a peaceful retreat for citi-
zens seeking escape from a troubled world, its 
grounds replete with a summerhouse amid the 
fragrant lemon trees that he remembers from his 
father’s garden, reflects a desire to preserve his 
memories of happier times.
 The question of whether and when Hackett 
recognizes this (perhaps after he’s summoned 
for an audience with Othman’s brother, recently 
elected president, who exhorts the bewildered 
yank to serve as their spy), or whether his insis-
tence on calling Othman a “client,” not a friend, 
is a ruse to ensure their safety (or propel the 
dramatic action), is as unclear throughout most 
of the play as it is unimportant. Under Lou Con-
tey’s direction for Red Orchid Theatre, our fo-
cus is riveted on the internal struggle of Fawaz 
Othman, played by Rom Barkhordar (wearing his 
best Ottoman-empire accent, courtesy of Eva 
Brenemen, with assistance from Ed Hayes for the 
conversations conducted in Arabic). 
 Company member Larry Grimm acquits himself 
valiantly as Andrew Hackett, a role written as 
little more than a foil, while Shannon Parr and 
Emilio G. Robles lend what humanity they can to 
U.S. army officer Prudhomme and Aquaati leader 
Najid, but the story we take home is that of two 
sympathetic men caught up in a world where the 
winds of unrest blow away all the leaves.
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DOUBLE REVIEW

L’imitation of Life
Playwright: Ricky Graham with Running 
with Scissors Theater Company (based on 
an original script by Bruce McNally)
At: Hell in a Handbag Productions 
at Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. Clark St.
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
www.handbagproductions.org; 
$15-$25; $35-$100 premium
Runs through: May 10

Life Without Roses
Playwright: June Sawyers
At: Anna Morgan Studio (Room 825), 
Fine Arts Building, 410 S. Michigan Ave.
Tickets: 312-435-9736; $10
Runs through: April 26

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

The passage of time can be a cruel arbiter on 
works of art that become timeless or end up as 
horribly dated.
 Take Fannie Hurst’s 1933 novel Imitation of 
Life, which inspired two adaptations by Uni-
versal Pictures: a 1934 film starring Claudette 
Colbert and a 1959 Douglas Sirk color remake. 
Though Hurst’s novel seriously aimed to explore 
sexism and racism, Imitation of Life nowadays 
comes off as laughable and even offensive—par-
ticularly in the film adaptations with their ste-
reotypical “Mammy” depictions of an ever-loyal 
African-American maid and her daughter who 
can pass as white.
 That’s why a spoof like L’imitation of Life is 
such a roaring hoot. This Chicago premiere at 
Mary’s Attic not only plays to Hell in a Handbag 
Productions’ strengths of presenting oversize 
drag performances, but to the company’s love of 
unintentional dramatically campy excesses from 
Hollywood.
 Playwright Ricky Graham’s comedy takedown of 
Imitation of Life zeroes in on the 1959 version 
that starred a post-murder scandal Lana Turner. 
Consider how the original novel and film were 
changed to make Turner’s leading lady from a 
packaged pancake mix magnate into an ambi-
tious actress with a parade of fabulous outfits 
(designed here by Beth Miller). This is just one 
ridiculous example highlighted in this delicious 
spoof smartly directed by Cheryl Snodgrass.
 Hell in a Handbag stalwart Ed Jones is hilari-
ous as the self-centered Turner, forever forget-
ting the name of her loyal maid, Annie Johnson 
(a dutiful Robert Williams). As their respective 
daughters, Steve Love brings a maniacal edge 
to Suzie Turner, while Alex Grelle enjoys being 
dramatically overwrought as Sara Jane Johnson 
(who turns her back on her Black heritage).  
 Other good supporting work comes from John 
Cardone as the slimy love interest Steve Martin, 
Lynne Jordan as gospel singer Mahalia Jackson 
and Michael S. Miller in his often ethnically in-
sensitive cameo roles.
 Hell in a Handbag’s L’imitation of Life is campy 
catnip to lovers of old Hollywood history. But 
for lovers of Chicago history, June Sawyers’ 
world premiere one-woman play Life without 
Roses about the lesbian literary icon Margaret 
Anderson will be a bit of a letdown.
 Anderson’s time in Chicago in the early 1900s 
(ultimately working her way up to edit the in-
fluential literary magazine The Little Review) is 
worth dramatization. But Sawyers’ current rendi-
tion still needs revision, since Sawyers’ script 
focuses more on Anderson facts instead of her 
feelings (more emphasis on Anderson’s lesbian 
love life would be welcome).
 Also, Cynthia Judge’s performance as Anderson 
would have been livelier if she didn’t have to 
rely on script notes. For now, Life Without Roses 
plays more like a historical costumed character 
celebrating Chicago’s Fine Arts Building rather 
than the accomplishments of an artsy literary 
bohemian like Anderson.

L’imitation of Life. Photo by Rick Aguilar

In a Garden. Photo by Michael Brosilow

THEATER REVIEW

The Elephant 
and the Whale 
Playwright: Frank Maugeri (concept), 
Seth Bockley (writer), 
Kevin O’Donnell (music)
At: Chicago Children’s Theatre in 
association with Redmoon, Ruth Page 
Center, 1016 N. Dearborn St.
Tickets: 1-872-222-9555; 
www.chicagochildrenstheatre.org; $20-$36
Runs through: May 26

BY JONATHAN ABARBANeL
 
Windy City Times does not often review pro-
ductions for family audiences, although 
there’s a great deal of such theater in town 
from specialized troupes such as Emerald City 
Theatre Company and Adventure Stage Chicago 
to establishment troupes such as the Chicago 
Shakespeare, Marriott and Drury Lane theaters 
which offer programs suitable for grade school 
kids. We recognize, however, that many read-
ers (perhaps an increasing number) are par-
ents of young children. Besides, it’s good to 
reconnect with one’s inner child from time to 
time, especially through a unique world pre-
miere.
 Despite her size, Ella the Elephant can tap-
dance, sing and walk the tightrope, all of 
which have made her the star of the Hoobeck 
Family Circus, a one-ring operation touring 
out of Arkansas in the early 1900’s. When the 
Hoobecks fold their tent, Ella is sold to Quig-
ley, an exploitive acquatic showman who bores 
Ella to tears and keeps her caged. Ella’s one 
friend is a nameless whale who also endures 
Quigley’s claustrophobic confinement. Togeth-
er, Ella and the whale sing remarkable duets, 

rendered in this production with ethereal mu-
sic for voice and saw by Kevin O’Donnell, with 
a smidgen of real whale song mixed in. When 
Ella escapes, she also engineers the whale’s 
escape who, like Nemo, maneuvers from tank 
to river to the ocean and freedom.
 With a cast of four narrating, playing the 
human roles and voicing “leviathan and behe-
moth” (as Quigley promotes them), this one-
hour tale is told musically and visually as much 
as by its words (in irregular rhymed verse). 
The Redmoon contributions come in the rich 
visual techniques of which Redmoon cohorts 
are masters: shadow puppetry, rod puppets, 
projections, miniature (so-called “toy”) the-
ater elements and several Seussian devices 
such as an odd array of loud speakers and a 
bicycle built for four which powers a lengthy 
visual scroll. As conceived and co-directed 
(with Leslie B. Danzig) by Redmoon co-artistic 
director Frank Maugeri, The Elephant and the 
Whale is a visually clever and good-looking 
show in which the directness of the storyline 
camouflages the precision and complexities 
of the technology. Many of the shadow pro-
jections (by Liviu Passare), for example, are 
video animation sequences designed to mesh 
perfectly with the shadow projections of live 
performers.
 For all that, this is a show for kids/family 
audiences which childless adult viewers and 
older adolescents are apt to find amusing but 
hardly challenging. I’d say the best age range 
would be 4-14. Tickets for the May 4 show at 
11 a.m. are available only for children with 
autism and their families in a first-ever per-
formance experiment. Indeed, with its strong 
visual stimuli, music and rhythmic rhymes, 
The Elephant and the Whale already possesses 
elements to which many autistic children re-
spond.

The elephant and the Whale. Photo by Charles Osgood
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 The disillusioned youths of Green Day’s American Idiot are back in Chicago via a non-Equity 
national tour that recently played triumphant turns across the U.K. and Ireland. So if you missed 
seeing the acclaimed 2010 Broadway musical, now’s your chance to see how out director Michael 
Mayer transformed an emblematic rock album into a staged rock opera. American Idiot continues 
at the Cadillac Palace Theatre, 151 W. Randolph St. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, April 17 to 19, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday, April 20, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 21. Tickets are $18-$85; call 800-775-2000 or visit www.broadwayinchicago.com. Photo by 
John Daughtry

SPOTLIGHT

CRITICS’ PICKS

 Coriolanus, The Hypocrites at the Cho-
pin, through April 21. War may be hell, but 
clean kills are preferable to the weasely 
peacetime politics that destroy a Roman 
army veteran in Shakespeare’s tragedy. MSB
 Jar the Floor, eta Creative Arts Founda-
tion, through May 12. Four generations of 
African-American women air resentments 
and reveal bitter family secrets when the 
great-granddaughter returns home with her 
Jewish lesbian lover in this enjoyable pro-
duction of Cheryl West’s comic drama. SCM
  Othello: the Remix, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, through June 15. Hip-hop Shake-
spearians the Q Brothers tackle their first 
tragedy and come up with a four-actor pre-
cision version that’s clever, joyful, musical, 
extremely funny and, yet, respectful of the 
original. It’s their best work yet. JA
 She Kills Monsters, Buzz22 Chicago at 
Steppenwolf Garage, through April 20. The 
framing device may be Dungeons & Drag-
ons, but Qui Nguyen packs a powerful 
message about teenage anomie and facing 
challenges beneath the fantasy swordplay. 
MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

by ensemble playwright Samuel D. Hunter
directed by Joanie ScHultz

chicago premiere

april 5 - may 5, 2013

Join windy city for Wednesday night out! on april 10 at Victory gardens
Featuring a 6 pm cocktail hour and post-show conversation with playwright Samuel D. Hunter

THEATER REVIEW

A Permanent 
Image
Playwright: Samuel D. Hunter
At: LiveWire Chicago Theatre at 
the Storefront, 66 e. Randolph St.
Tickets: 312-533-4666; 
www.livewirechicago.com; $15
Runs through: May 5

BY MARY SHeN BARNIDGe
 
The whole Nestor family is home for Christ-
mas, but that’s because the funeral of Martin, 
the clan patriarch, is scheduled for boxing day. 
Photojournalist Bo has flown in from Tel Aviv, 
and his sister, Ally, has taken time off from her 
transport business to drive over. They arrive to 
discover that their mother has painted the en-
tire inside of the house a monochrome white 
and is occupied in consuming her late spouse’s 
supply of whiskey. After the siblings engage in 
their customary squabbles, she reveals the cir-
cumstances of their father’s death and her own 
plans for the immediate future.
 Life in 21st-century America is scary every-
where, but what makes it even scarier in the tiny 
Idaho communities where Samuel D. Hunter likes 
to set his plays is that life is also irrevocably 
bleak. Oh, the Gem state may boast an urban-
ized capital and a major university, but as repre-
sented by Hunter, the big-sky country is a barren 
frontier whose climate and economy inspire a 
free-floating paranoia exacerbated by the ener-
vation of isolation. Escape from this existential 
void made manifest can be macrocosmic, like 
Bo’s crusade on behalf of global unity, or micro-
cosmic, like Ally’s obsession with providing for 
her lesbian partner and young stepdaughter (her 
protective impulse extending to the construc-
tion of a bunker in anticipation of the apoca-
lypse). For their parents, however, the end of 
days has already come, prompting them to exit 
quietly of their own will. 
 Suicide is hardly shocking in Western Drama—
where would classical tragedy be without it?—
but as the baby-boom generation approaches its 
sunset years, an increasing number of authors 
are inviting discussion of the control that an 
individual is permitted to exercise over their ac-
knowledgment of the inevitable. Is it irrational 
to choose the moment and/or means of shuffling 
off your mortal coil when you deem the occasion 

appropriate, or must the decision be deferred to 
other agents? 
 Unlike his later play, The Whale (opening at 
Victory Gardens on April 15), the dialogue en-
gendered by Hunter’s eccentric premise remains 
secular, with no mention of the theological ram-
ifications of stealing a jump on the Grim Reaper. 
Director Joshua Aaron Weinstein and an ensem-
ble of actors so closely attuned to one another 
that they actually seem the product of a single 
household likewise refuse to wallow in bathos or 
condescension, but instead present their argu-
ments with an articulate dignity that commands 
our respect, if not our unmitigated approval. 

Jack McCabe (back) and ed Dzialo (front) in A 
Permanent Image. Photo by Austin Oie.

http://www.voctorygardens.org
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BY JeRRY NUNN

Musician and performance artist Peaches is at it 
again, and this time she does herself. Originally 
from Canada, the songstress has always been in-
novative with her tunes, from programming and 
playing her own instruments to gender-bending 
lyrics that are not just in the listener’s ears but 
in theirs face. 

She has worked with artists such as Christina 
Aguilera and Iggy Pop. Her tracks have been fea-
ture on many movies and television shows while 
the GLAAD Awards have continually recognized 

her achievements with multiple nominations. 
Peaches Does Herself, her film project, will 

be featured in the annual Chicago International 
Music & Movies (CIMM) Festival, and she wrote, 
directed and starred in the film. It’s the story of 
a young woman inspired by a 65-year-old strip-
per who then falls in love with a transgender 
person on the path to self-discovery. 

While traveling through Berlin, Germany, I 
chatted with her at an Asian restaurant one eve-
ning. 

Windy City Times: Hi, Peaches. How did your 
film, Peaches Does Herself, come together?

Peaches: There’s a theater in Berlin that does 
a lot of great productions. The guy that ran the 
theater for the last 10 years, which has changed 
over now, approached me and wanted me to do 
a production because he saw how theatrical I 
was in all of my shows. The first thing that came 
out of my mouth was Peaches Christ Superstar. 
He said, “Just do it and what else do you have?” 
So I thought about it and wanted to give my-
self some sort of 10th-anniversary present. So I 
decided to take 22 songs and turn it into a nar-
rative. The challenge was to make it a narrative 
without conversation. 

WCT: Is it about you?
Peaches: Well, it starts off a little autobio-

graphical but then turns into fantastical. Of 
course, an old stripper comedian did not come 
down from a pussy spaceship to change the way 
I hear music, but it did change me and the way 
I make music. Oh and of course, those dancers 
did not appear in my bedroom and dance on my 
pussy bed, where my ex girlfriend caught me. 
Each part was representative of different parts 
of me. 

Sandy Kane, who is the stripper woman, makes 
me think, “If I had lived a few generations be-
fore would I have been Sandy Kane—or is she 
my future?”

WCT: Where did you find her?
Peaches: She did a version of that song “Glo-

ria” because she had a cable-access show. The 
words were changed to “Gloria, she’s a cock-
sucking warrior. She charges 20 bucks for ev-
erything that she sucks, calling Gloria a cock-
sucking schmuck.”

WCT: She’s a character.
Peaches: Yeah, she’s such a character. We put 

her onstage and you either hate her or love her. 
It is like a train wreck and they get that feel-
ing from me too, people either love or hate me. 
People look and watch. 

WCT: They don’t forget you…
Peaches: Exactly. I relate to Sandy in some 

sort of way. I had her open for me in some of 
my shows in New York then we developed a re-
lationship. I curated her in a festival. I knew I 
wanted Sandy in it and dancers to represent my 
fans. I wanted to think about all of the miscon-
ceptions that people had about me. For a little 
while people thought I was a hermaphrodite so 
I wanted to explore that in the film with the real 
version, Danni Daniels. 

When I was developing this, I did a show with 
Perez Hilton in London and Danni was there. 
Danni came up to me and said, “When I was 14, 
I lost my virginity in the back of a truck in Flor-
ida, and now I can shake my dick and my tits!”

Two weeks later I had busted my ankle and 
had a big show with Grace Jones in London. It 
was called the Lovebox and a big festival. So we 
got a wheelchair and decorated it. I asked Danni 
to be my nurse and wheel me around the stage. 
Of course, Danni said, “Only if I am naked!” It 
was a fantastic show. 

WCT: How was Grace? Is she in a good place?
Peaches: Incredible but in her own place as 

usual. She’s great. 
I thought Danni was the element missing from 

my play; [she was] the next generation and 
could take it to the next level. It was great to 
have horror elements like the ending. 

WCT: It was a little graphic for me—since I 
have a penis—to see one mutilated like that. 

Peaches: I know it is a little hard for people 
to see. They did a really good job on that one. 

WCT: It was very realistic. 
Peaches: It should never be easy to watch.
WCT: I had a little crush on Chilly Gonzales. 
Peaches: Oh you did?
WCT: Just a little one. You are best friends 

and have worked together for a long time. 
Peaches: Yeah. He’s incredibly talented. 
WCT: It must feel rewarding to be in the 

CIMM Festival. 
Peaches: It is. It was in the Toronto Film Fes-

tival, where I did the world premiere. It was also 
in Berlin’s, Venice’s and Sundance’s film festi-
vals. You have a year to get it in all of the festi-
vals. It was great to go back to my hometown for 
it. I also had a video-installation project with 
it. It has been to Sydney and Melbourne. It will 
be in Buenos Aires next week. It has been in a 
transgender and a women’s festival in Germany 
as well. 

It has been well-received. 
WCT: When does it come out on video?
Peaches: Probably in about a year. It is going 

back to Toronto for the Inside Out big LGBT Film 

Festival there first. It has to make the rounds 
first. 

WCT: I really like the video for “Unzip Me,” 
the song you did with rapper Cazwell. 

Peaches: It was fun. 
WCT: When are you putting out more new 

music?
Peaches: I don’t know. Right now, I am doing 

a lot of shows such as MCing a burlesque show 
then also singing and DJing at the same time. 
I am trying to be the least boring DJ I can be 
while being on the decks since I am mixing and 
performing. I have two dancers with me too. I 
have been developing this show for about two 
years. 

WCT: So that is keeping you busy. 
Peaches: Yes. Last year I spent six months 

learning the opera Orpheus by Monteverdi. I 
learned the part of Orfeo with six other people 
that are trained so that took up a lot of time. 
So now I am just making beats and seeing what 
happens. 

If you can’t travel all the way to Berlin, 
then look for Peaches on the big screen as 
Peaches Does Herself at the 5th annual Chi-
cago International Movies & Music Festival at 
the Logan Theater on Friday, April 19, at mid-
night. For tickets and more information, visit 
cimmfest.org.

Peaches. Photo by Angel Ceballos

NUNN ON ONE

Peaches ‘Does Herself,’
talks about new film

Honey West part
of writers’ festival 
 Chicago North Side and north suburban 
playwrights will premiere 13 new plays and 
musicals at Next Theatre Company, 927 Noyes 
St., Evanston, during the Chicago Writers’ 
Bloc 2013 Festival of readings April 29-May 
22.
 The fest begins with a gala benefit perfor-
mance of Genderella, an original musical (by 
Honey West and Joanne Koch) that launches 
the festival at 7 p.m. with free food and 
drinks, a silent auction and a raffle. 
 Tickets for the gala are $20; all other shows 
are $10 and begin at 8 p.m. See www.writers-
blocfest.org.

Bobby McFerrin to
perform April 20
 Grammy-winning vocalist, improviser and 
musician Bobby McFerrin returns to Sympho-
ny Center, 220 S. Michigan Ave., for a special 
performance on Saturday, April 20, at 8 p.m.
 McFerrin’s performance centered around his 
latest recording project, spirityouall, avail-
able on audio release May 14.   
 Tickets are $30-$110; call 312-294-3000 or 
800-223-7114, visit www.cso.org or stop by 
the Symphony Center box office.

Another gay man 
up for ‘Check, 
Please’ post
 Last week, Windy City Times spotlighted 
Tommy Walton, an openly gay man vying to 
be the next host of the WTTW show Check, 
Please! 
 However, he is not the only one.
 Anthony Todd, another hopeful, is food 
editor of Chicagoist, and works for Citysearch 
Chicago, the Chicago Sun-Times, Time Out and 
BlackboardEats. He has been on ABC/Cooking 
Channel and is also working on a Ph.D. at the 
University of Chicago and is a graduate of the 
Northwestern University School of Law.
 Todd states on the voting website: “Check, 
Please! is an exercise in culinary democracy. 
It’s like Yelp, except way, way better—an op-
portunity for ordinary diners to voice their 
opinions on their favorite restaurants. That’s 
why we watch it! We all want to argue with 
them and imagine what we would say in their 
places. 
 “Because of that, the host of Check, Please! 
shouldn’t be a ‘personality’ or a ‘star.’ He or 
she should be a knowledgeable, articulate 
person who is there to make everyone else 
shine. I know a ton about food and drink 
and can speak well on my feet, but I’m also 
invested in learning what diners and guests 
have to say and in making sure their voices 
get heard. I’m also committed to making sure 
all Chicago restaurants, not just the fancy 
ones with great PR, get their place in the sun, 
and Check, Please! is great for finding unique 
spots that deserve extra attention.”
 To vote for Todd (by April 17), visit http://
checkplease.wttw.com/checkpleasehost/vote.

Sister Spit Lit Tour 
in town April 20
 The performance gang Sister Spit will per-
form at the Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave., 
on Saturday, April 20, at 9:30 p.m.
 The 2013 Sister Spit event features host Mi-
chelle Tea (Best Music Writing 2010, Valencia, 
Chelsea Whistle, Rent Girl) along with Ali Li-
ebegott (The IHOP Papers and The Beautifully 
Worthless), DavEnd (How to Hold Your Own 
Hand), Daniel LeVesque (Hairdresser on Fire), 
Cristy C. Road and TextaQueen.
 Tickets are $15 and may be purchased in 
advance at http://cimmfest.org/sister-spit/.

Honey West. Photo by Amy Braswell
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RevIeW BY TRACY BAIM

This new coloring book from St. Louis-based Re-
ally Big Coloring Books is a creative approach 
to the topic of LGBT rights. It’s by a straight 
company, and you can tell they tried really hard 
to show the basics of LGBT history and rights.
 I could quibble about things such as diversity 
of images (there certainly is some diversity, but 
our community is so darn diverse that few ever 
get a perfect mix), not enough transgender-re-
lated material (but certainly there is some), and 
some small errors. But really, I want to review 
this as a whole product, an amazing undertaking 
that could shatter some earth views.
 This is nothing close to a typical coloring 
book. It’s so complex it needs an index for its 
content (42 pages plus inset cards). It is written 
for children, so it uses basic language. But that 
kind of makes it fun to read: 
 “Gay teachers, coaches and educators have 
always taught in schools. Always. The reality is 
most of them have hidden their homosexuality, 
this is called being in the closet.”
 On Fred Phelps and Westboro Baptist Church: 
“WBC is considered by many US citizens as a Do-
mestic Terrorist Organization and not a Chris-
tian group at all; but devil worshipping hate 
mongers. The Gay Community at large and oth-

ers have a very dim view of this human and his 
church.”
 “Village People is a disco group that formed in 
New York City in the 1970s, well known for their 
on-stage costumes depicting American cultural 
stereotypes, as well as their catchy tunes and 
suggestive lyrics.”
 I found myself laughing out loud at some of 
the language, but also understand how impor-
tant it would be for a young child to see this 
coloring book. It may be basic writing, but it 
does not dumb the content down for their minds. 
 The book includes so much information deliv-
ered in so many ways, in just those few pages, 
that here is a basic summary, and then I recom-
mend just get the book. Most of these come with 
the drawing outlines where kids (and adults) can 
color in. Explore your inner child with:
 —A section “If you think you are Gay,” saying 
“It is okay to be a Gay individual.”
 —Fabulous Gay Role Models, a racially diverse 
grouping of role models such as policewoman, 
fireman, chef, etc.
 —Teachers and Educators.
 —Gay Advocacy and Help Organizations, a list 

of 15 groups and resources.
 —New Poems about being Gay, probably the 
weakest page in the book.
 —A Coming Out Letter, a sample for people 
coming out.
 —Fabulous Gay Families, two dads and their 
kids to color in.
 —Historically Fabulous Gay Figures, with 
Richard the Lionheart, Sappho, Socrates, Walt 
Whitman, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Andy 
Warhol, Paul Lynde, William Henry Rorke, Har-
vey Fierstein, Freddie Mercury, Chaz Bono and Ed 
Koch. Again, these mostly would not have been 
my choices (especially Koch and Linde), and it 
should be far more diverse, but it’s a start.
 —Occurrences in LGBT world history, a time-
line of some key events starting 1500 BC through 
Obama’s 2013 LGBT-inclusive inaugural address
 —A coloring map of same-sex marriage in the 
U.S.
 —A coloring map of same-sex marriage world-
wide.
 —Being Gay Is Okay Fabulous Gay Sharing 
Cards. These are four-color, glossy, removable 
cards in the center of the book—LGBT trading 
cards. Some obvious selections, but also big 
gaps, among the 36. Some (like Queen Latifah) 
are not proudly out, and others not very relevant 
or active on LGBT issues compared to other pos-
sible choices, but it’s the editor’s choice, and 
still a fun idea. Those with cards are: Clay Aiken, 
Chad Allen, Giorgio Armani, Tammy Baldwin, 
Lance Bass, John Berry, Richard Chamberlain, 
Andy Cohen, Chris Colfer, Anderson Cooper, El-
len DeGeneres, Melissa Etheridge, Jodie Foster, 
Barney Frank, Boy George, Neil Patrick Harris, 
Sean Hayes, Chris Hughes, Billie Jean King, El-
ton John, Nathan Lane, k.d. lang, Queen Lati-
fah, Greg Louganis, Jane Lynch, Rachel Maddow, 
Ricky Martin, Ian McKellen, Jillian Michaels, 
Suze Orman, RuPaul, Wanda Sykes, George Takei, 
Lily Tomlin, Bruce Vilanch, John Waters. As I 
said, quite a few gaps (celebs over powerful 
icons Bayard Rustin, Audre Lore, James Baldwin, 
Barbra Gittings, Frank Kameny … the list could 
go on and on).
 —A Certificate of Marriage.
 —A special “Decode a Super Fabulous Mes-
sage!” page.
 —Fabulous Gay Supporters, color in Bette 
Midler, Jon Stewart, Bill Maher, Kathy Griffin 
and Joan Rivers. (Again, these would not be the 
supporters list I would choose! And the word 
‘Fabulous’ is quite overused, but maybe the kids 
will pick up on it and reinvigorate its uses.)
 —Memorial Dedications to Harvey Milk and 
Matthew Shepard.
 —Sexuality of the Population, with a Kinsey 
Scale to color in (how fun!).
 —Homosexuality and Faith, with examples on 
world religions and their take on LGBTs.
 —A look at recent U.S. presidents and their 
views on LGBTs.
 —Gays in the Military, color in the four main 
services.
 —Mental Health issues.
 —Health issues.
 —A Word Search and Crossword page.
 —Dealing with Bullies.
 —American Homophobia and Hatemongers.
 —Global Homophobia and Hatemongers, kids 
can color in Hitler, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and 
Louis Farrakhan.
 —The Village People coloring page.
 —Terms about LGBTs.
 —And finally a list of the Human Rights Cam-

paign’s Best Places to Work 2012.
 I am not a coloring-book expert, but this 
seems to be one of the most interesting books of 
its kind I have ever seen. Publisher Wayne Bell 
told me he wants to make sure people view it as 
an honest attempt to show the history of gay 
people. He said it is his favorite cultural event 
book his company has done. Past books have 
included ones on Obama, the Occupy Movement, 
9/11, the Seal Team 6 takedown of Osama bin 

Laden, and even the Tea Party.
 “It opens the door to education and conversa-
tion about how Being Gay Is Okay,” Bell said in 
a press statement. Yes, is certainly does. Highly 
recommended.
 See www.ColoringBook.com. More images 
are at www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Innovative-coloring-book-Being-Gay-is-
Okay/42276.html

BOOKS

‘Being Gay Is Okay’
is an innovative
coloring book

BY JeRRY NUNN

Playing the unforgettable Peggy Bundy in the 
Fox comedy Married…with Children brought 
Katey Sagal into the national spotlight, but 
that was only the beginning for her. She 
voiced Leela in the cartoon Futurama, and 
then led the cast of 8 Simple Rules, even af-
ter John Ritter’s death. 
 She has found new success playing Gemma 
Teller Morrow in the FX drama Sons of Anar-
chy, and has won a Golden Globe for the role. 
 We talked to Sagal right before she hit the 
road on tour with the cast bringing her sing-
ing voice to the forefront. 
 Windy City Times: Hi, Katey—great to fi-
nally talk to you on the phone.
 Katey Sagal: Great talking to you. Where 
are you?
 WCT: Chicago. You are out singing on this 
Sons of Anarchy tour. Many of the main-
stream public may not know you sing.
 KS: Right.
 WCT: Did you sing in musicals or just 
from the back-up singing before?
 KS: Well, I did musicals in high school. 
When I got out of high school my first profes-
sional job was touring with Two Gentleman of 
Verona, which was a musical. So I did a little 
bit of that but really my in was that I was 
a singer/songwriter. I don’t know what the 
vein was… sort of a bluesy and soul music. 
So that was really what I was doing. After 
my twenties I worked as a background singer 
basically. I made a few records on my own but 
nobody really heard them. [Laughs] 
 WCT: How was working with Bette Midler?
 KS: I worked with her for about five years. 
It was awesome. I even joke with her now 
that it was the hardest job I ever had because 
it was really challenging. I sang and danced. 
Obviously you have seen her show but the 
Harlettes were a huge part of her show back 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s. It was more singing than 
it was dancing so it was just all around very 
challenging but awesome, really, really great. 
I went all over the world with her. 
 WCT: Do you still keep in touch with her?
 KS: We get our hair done by the same guy, 
so the last few times I have seen her was at 
the beauty parlor. 
 WCT: Speaking of hair, were you ready to 
get rid of the drag wig after Married With 
Children?
 KS: I was always very appreciative of that 
job. That job came to me and really changed 
my life. So I was never really like, “Woo, I 
need to get out of here!” But after 11 years it 
was time to move on from that. 
 WCT: Were you worried you would be 
typecast from playing the part too well?
 KS: There was a period of time when you 
are a part of American culture that way where 
you are just in people’s living rooms every 
week that it does take a minute for that to 
loosen up so that you can go on to do other 
things. I continued to work but I was really 

looking to do something other than comedy 
and that took a little bit of doing. 
 I worked on Lost and got a recurring role 
on that, and it was a big turning point on be-
ing viewed as a dramatic actress. I had to go 
in and audition for that job and really show 
people that I could do that. 
 Certainly, Songs of Anarchy has come along 
and broadened things. As an actor you want 
to do different things but it did take a min-
ute. 
 WCT: After being nominated many times 
for emmys with Married With Children, to 
win for Sons of Anarchy must be rewarding. 
 KS: Yeah, it was really fun and great.
 WCT: What is it like working with your 
husband on “Anarchy?”
 KS: Awesome. He’s such a good writer and 
such a great storyteller. I always know I am 
going to have interesting things to do. We 
work really well together. Our jobs on the 
show are so different. He’s already started 
and I don’t even go back until May. He is al-
ready in there writing. It’s not like we punch 
in every day and see each other. We both love 
doing it so it is a good thing for us to share. 
 WCT: Are there similarities with your 
character on “Anarchy?”

NUNN ON ONE: TELEVISION

Katey Sagal:
Love and ‘Anarchy’

Katey Sagal. Publicity photo

turn to page 24
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Love Free or 
Die; K-11; 
film notes
 
“Saints and Sinners” would be a good title for a 
double bill of Love Free or Die and K-11, two 
queer-centric movies both just out on DVD and 
available OnDemand. Content-wise, these two 
films—a documentary about Gene Robinson, 
the first openly gay Episcopalian bishop and a 
ramped-up jailhouse drama inspired by the gay/
transgender unit of the LA County jail—could 
not be further apart. But the two movies do il-
lustrate the wide range of diversity within the 
gay community and how we’re often perceived—
in good and bad ways—by the mainstream.

When we meet Robinson at the outset of Love 
Free or Die, he and his partner, Mark Andrew, are 
hanging ornaments on their Christmas tree. It’s 
2008—five years after Robinson had been elect-
ed bishop of New Hampshire—and though Rob-
inson and Andrew put on a brave face as Rob-
inson narrates his own story, the dust has yet 
to settle on his controversial election. A tire-
less gay-rights activist and an obvious lightning 
rod (Robinson wore a bulletproof vest under his 
vestments at his consecration ceremony follow-
ing death threats) the bishop seems to take the 
naysayers in stride, doing so with humor and 
equanimity. But the bucolic Christmas scene in 
which the two men shyly talk about meeting and 
falling in love is underscored by the tremendous 
snub that Robinson was at that point facing.

The Lambeth Conferences—a once-a-decade 
meeting of Episcopal bishops presided over by 
Rowan Wilson, the archbishop of Canterbury in 
the United Kingdom—didn’t invite Robinson 
to be part of the event because of Robinson’s 
sexual orientation. Sensing a chance to further 
his goal of seeing gay people accepted into the 
church, Robinson decided to make the trip on 

his own, and the film’s director, Macky Alston, 
and his crew follow him there. As the bishops 
convene, several—including some who attended 
seminary with Robinson and describe themselves 
as dear friends of his—defend their conservative 
viewpoints in the “gentle” terminology often re-
sorted to by religious folks to justify their ho-
mophobia. Some speak out in Robinson’s favor, 
but none of them go so far as to boycott the 
conference or call into question the exclusion of 
their fellow bishop.

Robinson, literally locked out of the meetings, 
is gamely glimpsed attending luncheons and 
other events thrown in his honor about town. 
At one point, he is interrupted during a service 
by a religious terrorist who is quickly escorted 
out of the church. Shaken, Robinson neverthe-
less presses forward, gently pushing his message 
of tolerance and inclusion for all. Later, we see 
him attend a conference in the States in which 
church officials vote on whether other gay bish-
ops can be elected and if same-sex marriages 
can be performed by the church. Again, we hear 
plenty of rhetoric on both sides about why this 
is either a good or bad thing but at no point 
do we see any direct conflict or confrontation—
something the exceedingly polite film could use.

Robinson (who retired at the beginning of 
this year) certainly paved the way for others 
and the election of a lesbian bishop at the film’s 
conclusion is proof of the quiet storm that Rob-
inson helped generate within the church. But 
the filmmaker’s polite approach—Alston’s aver-
sion to taking to task the prejudicial viewpoints 
expressed by the religious leaders they film for 
example—which mirrors Robinson’s own soft 
pedal manner—undercuts the power of the mes-
sage and diffuses the urgency the movie’s title 
suggests but never actually presents.

K-11 is also a terrible title for a movie that pur-
ports to reveal the shocking, incendiary goings-
on inside a primarily gay/transgender ward of 
the L.A. county jail. After viewing the stereo-
typical characters and situations in writer-direc-
tor Jules Stewart’s debut feature, “K-Y” seems a 
more appropriate moniker—copious amounts of 
which you’ll need to utilize in order to take in 
this lousy movie (and yes, I’m purposely being 
as vulgar as the movie itself—or trying to).

Stewart, mother of actress Kristen (whose 
leaving the project made headlines), has crafted 
something that seems to have been inspired 
by the worst parts of Caged, Fortune and Men’s 
Eyes, and a raft of other dreadful exploitative 
prison pictures (Pam Grier always seems to be 
lurking just out of frame). The violence and sex 
are ramped up, while the decision to set the 
movie, which has no real storyline, in the LGBT 

ward seems nothing more than a blatant grab 
for the attention it wouldn’t otherwise receive.

Poor Goran Visnjic—an interesting actor in 
films like The Deep End and who played Chris-
topher Plummer’s boyfriend in Beginners—is 
cast here as Raymond Saxx, a drugged-out re-
cord producer who might have killed one of his 
star acts while high. Tossed, for unexplainable 
reasons, into the queer pen while awaiting trial, 
Raymond, who is straight, is quickly confronted 
by Mousey (Kate del Castillo), the brazen, trans-
gender queen of the cellblock who holds sway 
(literally, in her stripper heels) over the other 
misfits and the horny, drug-addicted, corrupt 
prison guard with a shoe fetish (D.B. Sweeney) 
who wants to get with her again—and the soon-
er the better.

There’s a raid on the pharmacy, a fashion show, 
the repeated rape of a young girl by a child mo-
lester, and lots more to add to the sleazy vibe 
but K-11, which is a sort of cross between a rat-
infested episode of Oz and RuPaul’s Drag Race, 
offers none of the camp or salacious pleasures of 
either of those—which might be this supposedly 
outrageous movie’s biggest offense.

Film notes:
—Mad Men, AMC’s hit show that follows the 

exploits of Jon Hamm as ad man extraordinaire 
Don Draper against the backdrop of the ring-a-
ding-ding 1960s, is back for its seventh season. 
As the show has progressed, moving from the 
early ‘60s to 1968, viewers have seen Draper 
go from the king of Manhattan—an inveterate, 
hard-drinking womanizer whose faults are writ-
ten off time and again because of his ability to 
come up with unforgettable ad campaigns for 
his firm’s uptight clients. 

Who knew that we were watching the story 
of a real-life mad man, aka photographer Bert 
Stern, whose career in advertising and photog-
raphy has included Barbra Streisand, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Richard Burton, Sophia Loren, Natalie 
Wood and Truman Capote among his subjects, 
and whose legendary status was assured with 
his iconic pictures from the last photo session 
with Marilyn Monroe before her untimely death 
in 1962? 

Stern is the subject of Bert Stern: Original 
Mad Man, a tremendously entertaining portrait 
of the 80-year-old photographer by Shannah 
Laumeister, a comely blonde who—no sur-
prise—is another of Stern’s conquests. Stern 
narrates the outlines of his Hugh Hefner-like ca-
reer (only Stern himself took the pictures of the 
beautiful women), and his daughters and for-
mer wife are among the interview subjects. The 
movie is filled with an endless array of Stern’s 
tremendous photographs and background on his 
1958 masterful documentary take on the New-
port Jazz Festival, Jazz on a Summer’s Day. The 
film will screen Thursday, April 18, at The Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St. www.siskel-
filmcenter.org

—Chicago International Movies and Music 
Fest (CIMM): The annual fest returns April 18-
21 with a host of music-themed movies and live 
music events—more than 70 films and dozens 
of live performances. The fest is celebrating 
50 years of the Rolling Stones on film with a 
retrospective that includes a bevy of rare con-
cert, video and documentary glimpses into the 
seminal band’s unprecedented career. The fest 
also includes three movies with a decided queer 
bent: Peaches Does Herself (a transsexual rock 
musical), the lesbian-flavored And You Belong 
and Asphalt (a 1929 German silent movie) with 
live scoring by Yael Archer. Check www.cimmfest.
org for venue and ticket information.

Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. Readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.

From left: Mark Andrew and Bishop Gene Robinson in Love Free or Die. Photo by Gillian Laub
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Macky Alston. Photo by Patrick Andrade

‘The Guilt Trip’ out
on DVD April 30
 The Seth Rogen-Barbra Streisand movie The 
Guilt Trip will be out on Blu-ray, DVD, digital 
download and On Demand April 30.
 Special features on Blu-ray include a gag 
reel; alternate openings and an alternate 
ending; and featurettes such as “Guilt Trip: A 
Real Mother of a Road Trip.” The retail price 
will be $29.99 for the DVD and $39.99 for the 
Blu-ray/DVD combo pack.

IML Bootblack 
judges set
 International Mr. Leather (IML) has an-
nounced the judges for the 21st International 
Mr. Bootblack Competition. They are Nick 
Elliott of Portland, Ore.—International Mr. 
Bootblack 2012; author, presenter and boot 
fetishist Thor Stockman of New York City; and 
the International Ms. Bootblack 2013, who 
will be determined April 18-21 in San Fran-
cisco.
 IML 2013 will take place Friday-Monday, 
May 24-27. The Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Magnificent Mile, 540 N. Michigan Ave., will 
be the host hotel.

 For weekend information, ticketing, hotel 
reservations and updates, visit www.imrl.com.

Film about Scouts 
and gays
 The LGBTQIA Club of Harry S. Truman Col-
lege, 1145 W. Wilson Ave., will host a screen-
ing of Scout’s Honor, a documentary by Tom 
Shepard, on Wed., April 24, 3:30-5 p.m., in 
room 3953.
 A discussion will follow the movie. The 
event is free and open to the public. For more 
info, email LGBTQIAandFriends@gmail.com.

‘Modern Vintage 
Chicago’ April 20-21
 Randolph Street Market’s Modern Vintage 
Chicago spring installation will return April 
20-21 to the West Loop’s Plumbers Hall, 1340 
W. Washington St., with a VIP party April 19, 
6-8:30 p.m.
 Dozens of vendors will sell jewelry, fashion 
and accessories with selections in categories 
such as Mid-Century, Art Deco, Art Nouveau 
and Victorian, as well as the ‘60s and ‘70s.
 Tickets are $8-$10 ($3-$5 for students); see 
www.ModernVintageChicago.com.
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BY OWeN KeeHNeN
 
Fifty years ago the lights above the club read, 
“Glade Show Lounge—Where Boys Will Be Girls.” 
The Glade nightclub was located on Hotel Street 
in Honolulu’s Chinatown. It was a place for lo-
cals and tourists to celebrate the life and art-
istry of the mahu (transgender) performers. 
 The Glade was a world of beauty and illusion 
where glamour was the standard and the talent, 
costumes and productions were all spectacular. 
The mahu of The Glade were loved, adored, and 
a great source of pride to the community. 
 However, Hawaii was rapidly changing. In 
the early 1960s the islands were in the midst 
of a growth explosion. Industrialization and the 
influence of statehood had created a shift in 
the island attitude. Western ways clashed with 
island traditions. As a result the once-revered 
mahu soon found themselves the subjects of 
ridicule and discrimination. 
 Law officials tried to shame the mahu com-
munity into conformity by forcing them to wear 
a button that read I Am A Boy. When the mahu 
were caught without their badge visible it was 
considered behaving with the “intent to de-
ceive” and as a result it meant arrest, a $500 
fine, and oftentimes violence. Because of in-
creased hostility and even several murders, an 
organized movement of mahus developed by the 
early 1970s that would slowly change the face of 
how mahus and ai`kane (same-sex lovers) would 
be treated. 
 When working on another project indigenous 

filmmaker Connie M. Florez became intrigued 
after hearing stories about the Glade and see-
ing so little written on the place, the time, and 
the struggles of the mahu. She realized a film 
needed to be made. As a result Florez has spent 
almost a decade researching the rich history 
behind Honolulu’s historic Chinatown and spe-
cifically the legendary Glade nightspot. The film-
maker searched through microfiche, newspaper 
clippings, photos and film footage for material. 
To date more than 6,000 images have been do-
nated to the project along with original 1971 
footage from the Glade Show Lounge. 
 The most powerful sources of material were 
Florez’s first-person interviews with several 
mahus and ai`kane who had survived that tu-
multuous time and were willing to share their 
incredible stories. Florez explained, “People 
remembered all the beautiful drag queens and 
mahu performers. Looking back many had a 
sense of pride.” It soon became apparent to the 
filmmaker that these stories of courage and vital 
pieces of history needed to be told. 
 Under Florez’s direction, The Glades Project is 
being carefully constructed to insure that each 
eyewitness account from this transitive and tur-
bulent period is chronicled for future genera-
tions as a tool for understanding as well as ap-
preciation. Florez hopes that the film will bring 
a greater awareness of the struggles that were 
endured by these people and how their efforts 
ultimately resulted in making the lives of future 
generations easier.
 Florez is asking the community to become in-

volved and contribute to the film’s completion. 
An estimated $60,000 is still needed for post-
production work including historical footage and 
clearances, digital transferring, composing and 
sound design, etc. Florez explained, “I am hop-
ing to finish the last filming by this summer in 
Chinatown where it all began. Editing and post-
production by spring of 2014 for completion.” 
Currently there is a 20-minute cut of the project 
that Florez has been showing in assorted screen-
ings and presentations. 

 The story of the Glade is one of hope, deter-
mination and survival in the face of bigotry. 
The Glades Project reveals the strength of those 
who survived and flourished when their true ex-
istence was a crime. This powerful chapter of 
Hawaiian and trans history remains a mystery to 
most people in the community. Florez is hoping 
to change that. 
 To help or to learn more about this exciting 
project, go to www.thegladesproject.com.

New documentary on
Honolulu trans club
in production

Performers at The Glade.

http://www.joffrey.org/othello
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turkish Cuisine
BY MeGHAN STReIT

I can’t recall how many times I’ve walked by the 
bluntly named Turkish Cuisine in Andersonville and 
thought to myself, “I have got to try that place.” 
Peering in from the outside, it has always struck me 
as exactly the kind of oddball restaurant that I could 
fall in love with—the kind of joint where bizarre 
signage and outdated décor don’t matter because 
the food is just that good. Lured by promises of au-
thentic food at cheap prices, a BYOB policy and live 
belly dancers on the weekends, I imagined Turkish 
Cuisine could become one of my go-to restaurants 
for budget-friendly group dinners that would guar-
antee a good time—you know, the kind of place you 
take out-of-town guests who want a taste of “the 
real Chicago.”
 Well, I finally made it to Turkish Cuisine, and I can 
report that it exceeded some of my (admittedly high) 
expectations and failed miserably in other areas. I 
made a reservation for 8 p.m., so I could settle in and 
place my order before the belly-dancing show that 
was supposed to begin at 8:30 p.m. When I arrived, 
the place was empty—startlingly so, as in there were 
maybe eight other human beings in the entire restau-
rant, which is much larger than the average Chicago 
eatery. And, let me tell you, outdated décor goes 
from charming to creepy really fast when a restaurant 
is empty on a Friday night.
 The ambiance didn’t improve much when our wait-
ress arrived at the table. She was polite enough, but 
seemed almost alarmed by our presence. No matter 
what she said to us, I felt like she was asking, “What 
are you people doing here?” I asked the waitress 
when the belly dancer would begin and was told that 
she was sick, which I am guessing is code for, “I 
don’t work my butt off all night for an audience of 
nine.” Fair enough. My friend and I had stocked up 
on our favorite wines and were looking forward to an 
evening of good food and great conversation, so we 
remained determined to have fun.
 We threw in an order for a few appetizers and 
poured some wine. Things immediately started to 
look up when food began arriving at our table. First 
came a basket of warm Turkish bread, which tasted 
like a delightful hybrid of naan and French bread. 
After I dipped the first chunk into olive oil, I surren-
dered all feeble resolutions to watch my carbs that 
night.
 Next came a plate of sizzling hot fried phyllo 
dough filled with feta cheese. Sigara Boregi is the 
Turkish answer to mozzarella sticks and it is fantas-
tic, especially when slathered in the yogurt dipping 
sauce that accompanies it. I also loved the Mucver, 
pan-fried zucchini pancakes. They were doughy and 
fried lightly enough so as not to obliterate any taste 
of fresh vegetables. I also tried the Imam Bayildi, 
thin layers of cold cooked eggplant wrapped around 
a mixture of onion, red and green peppers, walnuts 
are garlic. The eggplant was seasoned nicely and the 
walnuts added an interesting toasty flavor, but the 

dish didn’t wow me as much as the other appetizers.
 The menu is quite large, and thankfully includes 
photos of each item, which I suspect was the sug-
gestion of an Eastern European waitress tired of an-
swering questions from clueless Americans. Even with 
the photos (and some knowledge of food other than 
cheeseburgers and pizza), selecting an entrée was 
hard just because the sheer number you can choose 
from. You’ll find everything from hearty European 
classics like beef stroganoff to kebabs of beef, lamb 
and chicken to 10 different kinds of pide, which is 
a Turkish spin on pizza. Regrettably, I didn’t try the 
pide, but from the photos, it looks a bit doughier 
than pizza, more like a calzone, and is available with 
all kinds of delicious-sounding filling combos, like 
beef, onions and tomatoes or Mediterranean sausage 
and mozzarella. 
 I was in the mood for something simple, so I or-
dered the filet mignon kabob. The meat was definitely 

prepared in a way that infused it with all kinds of 
smoky flavor. But, I have to question whether the cut 
served to me was, in fact, filet mignon, because it 
was quite tough and chewy. I enjoyed it nonetheless 
and recommend dipping the meat in any leftover yo-
gurt sauce. Actually, I recommend dipping just about 
anything you order here in yogurt sauce. I also tried 
to chicken kebab, which was just as flavorful as the 
beef, but more tender. I think it’s the kind of dish 
that would satisfy die-hard Turkish food fans and 
first-timers alike.
 None of the three dessert offerings sounded 
scrumptious enough to splurge on after an already-
filling meal. But, the waitress brought us some bakla-
va on the house, perhaps as consolation for the belly 
dancing that never came to pass. And I must say, I’m 
glad I got to try it. It was light and flaky and not so 
sweet it hurts your teeth, as I find most baklavas to 
be.

 In spite of the bizarre atmosphere, I had a very 
pleasant evening at Turkish Cuisine. The food was 
way above average and almost ridiculously affordable 
for the quantity and quality. I hope to one night en-
joy a more lively meal at Turkish Cuisine, complete 
with belly dancers (and hopefully, a few other pay-
ing customers). I suspect I visited on an off night. 
From everything I’ve heard and read, crowds typically 
crowds flock to this hidden gem. But, even if they 
don’t, I, for one, will be going back again and again. 
 Turkish Cuisine is located 5605 N. Clark St.; call 
773-878-8930 or visit www.turkishcuisine.net/
index.asp. 
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in your 
life? Follow me on Twitter @SugarAndSpiceMS for 
inside scoop and commentary on Chicago’s dining 
scene.

WeeKly DininG GUiDe in theDISH

REAL ESTATE
TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
eDGeWATeR COMMUTeR ADvANTAGe you’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach and park, bus and red 
line or go shopping. Spacious bedrooms with walk in 
closets. Formal dining room. Big kitchen. $1300 with 
heat. $80 for parking. Plus laundry, storage, video in-
tercom, patio and yard. IT’S YOUR MOve…773-706-
6065. (4/17/13-3)

THREE+ BEDROOMS FOR RENT
2DIe4 APARTMeNT ROGeRS PARK Girrrrl 2500+ sqft., 
working fireplace, 4ish bedrooms, hardwood floors, 
floor2ceiling kitchen cabinets you’ll need pumps to 
reach. Rent is $1225. $25 credit check required. email 
4more info/pics claremontcrossing@gmail.com 
(4/17/13-1)

ANTIQUES

ARTISTS
CALL FOR ARTISTS: SKOKIe ART GUILD’S 52nd ANNUAL 
ART FAIR. July 13th & 14th, 2013. Fine art. Prizes and 
awards. Held on the Village Green, 5211 W. Oakton St., 
downtown Skokie, IL. APPLY NOW. For applications or 
information: skokieart@aol.com or 847-677-8163. 
www.skokieartguild.org (7/3/13)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHeSTNUT CLeANING SeRvICeS: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

CAMPING

COUNSELING

COUNSeLING AND CLINICAL HYPNOTHeRAPY: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

DECK CARE
eXTeRIOR PAINTING AND DeCK STAINING. LATeX 
AND OILS. House painting, complete prep work and 
power washing, re sealing loose cracks, and re finish 
with acrylic latex. Protect your DECK. Keep your wood 
hard. Water blast, sand, and seal with PENETRATING OIL 
stains. Free estimates. 847-444-1482. (7/3/13)

HELP WANTED
BLOGGeRS WANTeD. Apply to: Blog4Cash2Day.net. Tami 
J. Miller 818-531-4684. Chicago training coming up... 
April 19th to 21st. (4/17/13-2)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Spring is almost here.  Time to give your bathroom or 
kitchen a facelift!  We also do Painting, Deck Repairs. 
“A” rating with Angie’s List, “A+” with BBB. Licensed-
Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Estimates! 
Andy OnCall 773-244-9961.  847-328-3100  www.
getandy.com (8/1/13-52)

FLOOR & WINDOW COveRINGS FOR ALL BUDGeTS. 
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Vinyl, and 
Window Coverings.Specializing in helping with mate-
rial selections for your budget. Professionally Installed. 
Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings, We Bring the 
Showroom to You! Call or email for a free consulta-
tion and estimate. 773-935-8700, email cjones@
nfwchicago.com www.nfwchicago.com (6/12/13-13)

LEGAL SERVICES

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALe MASSeUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (7/3/13–26)

PIANO & VOICE LESSONS
PIANO & vOICe LeSSONS – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. All ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (6/12/13-13)

SERVICES AVAILABLE
STOP YOUR FORCLOSURe NOW! WILLIAM H. RANSOM, 
Attorney at Law, CALL NOW (312) 953-9120 or whrlaw@
aol.com - 19 years Litigation Experience - Credit Cards 
Accepted - Payment Plans Available (9/25/13-26)

SPIRITUALITy

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDeRING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSe WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (5/29/13-26)

CLASSIFIEDS

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CHICAGOLAND’S 
MASSIVE NATIONAL

CIVIL WAR
Collectors

SHOW & SALE
& MILITARY EXTRAVAGANZA

APRIL 20th • 9am-4pm / $9
DuPage County Fairgrounds

Wheaton, IL
(County Farm & Manchester)

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

$1 off with this ad.

ZURKO PROMOTIONS

1000's of Civil War Treasures and
Memorabilia, Revolutionary War
and the Spanish American War
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Have you got the
camping blues?

Come join us in Homer,
MI. Campground
seeking investors.

$3,000 investment gets
you 3 years of camping
plus 1% of campground

sales each year.

Contact Bill at
billybearbigrig@yahoo.com

or 517-240-5405

http://www.zurkopromotions.com
http://www.livingwellministries.net
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
http://www.achurch4me.org
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MichFest responds 
to trans-related 
boycott call
 The organizers of the Michigan Womyn’s Music 
Festival have responded to a petition by activist 
Red Durkin to boycott the event over its ban on 
transgender women.
 The petition—which had more than 1,500 
signatures as of April 12—said that the festi-
val “is open only to cisgender women and that 
transgender women are not officially allowed on 
the grounds as volunteers or attendees.” Among 
other things, the petition asks that the “orga-
nizers must recognize the destructive impact 
that 20+ years of transphobic policies have had 
on our feminist and queer communities.”
 In response, festival founder Lisa Vogel wrote 
a letter stating, in part, “There is no doubt 
that complex political debate is healthy and 
necessary within our communities; however, a 
boycott, within this context, fails to advance 
resolution and only seeks to exact damage. ... 
I passionately believe the healing in our com-
munity will occur when we unconditionally ac-
cept transwomyn as womyn while not dismissing 
or disavowing the lived experience and realities 
of the WBW [womyn-born womyn] gender iden-
tity.”
 An article about the debate, including Vogel’s 
full response, is at http://www.windycitymedia-
group.com/lgbt/Heated-debate-follows-Michi-
gan-Fest-boycott-petition/42349.html.

Gay composer to be
honored April 22
 Composer John Corigliano will be recognized 
for his 75th birthday during a panel discussion 
and tribute concert featuring the Gaudete Brass 

Quintet and Roosevelt University’s student brass 
ensemble.
 The free event will take place 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, April 22, in Roosevelt’s seventh-floor Ganz 
Hall, 430 S. Michigan Ave.
 In 1991 Corigliano, who is gay, received the 
Grawemeyer Award for his Symphony No. 1, 
which the AIDS crisis inspired. In addition, Cori-
gliano was the first composer in residence at the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and is a Pulitzer 
Prize and Grammy Award winner. 

Travel group to mark
30th anniv. in Chicago
 The 30th anniversary of the annual global 
convention of the International Gay and Lesbian 
Travel Association (IGLTA) will take place in Chi-
cago May 2-4.
 Among the events slated are breakout ses-
sions, an opening party (at the Field Museum), 
networking luncheons and an awards ceremony. 
Breakouts will include “Gay Travel/Gay Rights: 
A 30 Year History/A Bright Future” and “Mark-
ing your territory in the LGBT Travel Industry,” 
among many others.
 The honors presentation will take place May 4. 
 The annual awards are selected by the IGLTA 
board of directors from the association’s mem-
bership of tourism businesses in more than 
80 countries. Honorees will include Charles 
Lapointe, president/CEO of Tourisme Montreal; 
Thomas Roth, president/founder of Community 
Marketing, Inc.; Chicago’s Center on Halsted; 
Dee Farrell, co-director of Rainbow Tourism In-
ternational; and Manuela Kay, CEO of Special 
Media SDL, Germany’s biggest LGBT-publishing 
house, and chief editor of its lesbian title, L-
MAG.
 See www.igltaconvention.org.
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Wed., April 17
CALOR confidential HIv and STI testing 

Every Wednesday without charge, regard-
less of age, ability to pay or residency. 
The process, from completing the consent 
paperwork to getting the results, takes 
45 minutes. Counselors are available to 
review the results and provide referrals, 
as necessary. 12pm-4pm, CALOR, 3220 W 
Armitage Ave,www.calor.org 

GLBT Loop People Fun LGBT group that 
meets in the Loop. Will sit near the bar, for 
drinks and/or dinner. 5:30pm-8pm, Berg-
hoff Bar, 17 W Adams St., /www.meetup.
com/glbtloop/events/113132702/

Breast Show ever Featuring performances 
by top-performing members of Chicago’s 
burlesque community, this burlesque re-
vue will be filled with life-saving breast 
and ovarian health tips and health trivia. 
Free and open to all women. More info: 
Betsy Rubinstein betsyr@howardbrown.
org. 7pm-9pm, 773-388-8993, Mary’s At-
tic, 5400 N Clark St., www.howardbrown.
org

World Book Night Celebrate the commit-
ment and hard work of pre-registered, 
volunteer “Book Givers,” an opportunity 
for Book Givers to pick up their books and 
meet other Givers. 7:30pm, Women & Chil-
dren First Books, 5233 N. Clark St., www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com

11th Annual Windy City Gay Idol Windy 
City Gay Idol searchs for the best amateur 
GLBT singers in the Chicago area. Compe-

tition continues through June in Chicago’s 
bars and clubs. 9pm sign up, 10pm start. 
10pm, Touche, 6412 N Clark St., http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com/pdf/
wcgi2013_ad.pdf

Thursday, April 18 
Take Back the Light For Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month, YWCA Metropolitan 
Chicago offers anti-violence exhibits, 
The Clothesline Project, the Chicago Po-
lice Department Silent Witness Exhibit, a 
speak out rally and empowerment march, 
vendors and resource booths to increases 
awareness about the growing crisis of 
sexual assault and violence on Chicago’s 
South Side. Free and open to public. 
3:30pm-7:30pm, 312-762-2737, Uni-
versity of Chicago-Knapp Center (KCBD), 
http://www.ywcachicago.org

A One Woman Show: An evening with Pau-
la Poundstone Enjoy a cocktail reception, 
dinner and Paula Poundstone, all to ben-
efit the AIDS Foundation of Chicago. The 
Annual Dinner is an elegant evening where 
we award last year’s most important indi-
vidual allies, toast to our evolving work 
to end the AIDS epidemic and enjoy the 
remarks from the guest of honor. 5:30pm-
8:30pm, Chicago Hilton and Towers, 720 
S Michigan Ave, www.aidschicago.org/; 
Tickets: http://gopride.com/z802

Alicia Keys Fourteen-time Grammy®-
winning singer, songwriter and producer. 
Set the World on Fire Tour. 7:30pm, United 
Center, 1901 W Madison, Chicago, Tickets: 

http://www.unitedcenter.com/calendar/
event.asp?event_id=690

Jetaime entertainment presents Latin 
Divas Comedy with Sandra valls Latin 
comedy diva Sandra Valls helps celebrate 
Shadiamond’s and Jonathon’s birthday. 
Doors open at 8:30. $15 VIP, $10 regular 
admission. Watra Nightclub, 4758 S. Pu-
laski Rd. 8:30pm, Watra Nightclub, 4758 
S. Pulaski Rd., http://sandravallsatwatra.
eventbrite.com

Chicago International Movies & Music 
Festival, CIMMfest No. 5 Annual four-day 
showcase celebrating the inseparable con-
nection between music and movies, will 
feature international film premieres, live 
concerts, visually stunning DJ/VJ sets. 
$10-$12; 12pm, http://www.cimmfest.org

Friday, April 19
Day of Silence/Night of Noise Illinois stu-

dents remain silent to raise awareness of 
anti-LGBTQ violence, bullying, and harass-
ment and finish the day with the Night of 
Noise, where over 450 young people and 
adult supporters rally in downtown Chi-
cago. 5:30pm, James R. Thompson Center, 
100 W. Randolph St., http://illinoissafe-
schools.org

The Joffrey Ballet Spring Gala Performance 
at 6:30 pm at the Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University, 50 East Congress 
Parkway, then trolleys will transport 
guests to the Chicago Hilton for cock-
tails and dinner in the Grand Ballroom. 
The evening will be crowned with a lively 
after-party, as guests join the Joffrey 
company members for dancing. 6:30pm-
11pm, 312-386-8921, Chicago Hilton, 720 
S. Michigan Ave., http://joffrey.org

Lesbian BlackJack Singles Mixer Meet at 
Cuna from 7-9pm to mix & mingle with a 
Chicago’s finest single ladies. Light appe-
tizers, custom drink specials and fun ice-
breaker game; 7pm-9pm, 708-248-2348, 
Cullen’s, 3741 N. Southport Ave., http://
lesbian-singles-mixer.eventbrite.com/#

Holly Near Band Holly Near, a distinguished 
ambassador for social change, hits the 
road introducing her new double-CD Peace 
Becomes You. Special guest Anne Heaton. 

Doors 6pm. Tickets: VIP $35. Premier $30. 
Reserved $25. 8pm-10:30pm, 312-733-
9463, City Winery Chicago, 1200 W. Ran-
dolph St., www.citywinery.com/chicago/
holly-near-band-4-19.html

Under A Rainbow Flag Pride Films and 
Plays by Leo Schwartz, directed by David 
Zak, with musical direction by Robert Ol-
lis. Through April 21. A high-energy new 
musical by Schwartz that is based on 
true stories of gay soldiers in World War 
II. Performances are 7:30pm Wednesdays 
through Saturdays with 2:30pm matinees 
on Sundays). Tickets are $15-$25 with 
discounts for veterans, seniors and stu-
dents. The Main Stage, 4139 N. Broadway, 
http://www.pridefilmsandplays.com; Tick-
ets: http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/315034

Saturday, April 20
Midwest Family equality Conference Sena-

tor Tammy Baldwin, the first openly gay 
U.S. Senator, will keynote the gathering 
of LGBT-headed families. The conference 
features educational and social events, 
activities and sessions. Questions to 
ksimes@familyequality.org. Register on-
line. 8am-5pm, 608-576-8257, Burroughs 
School, 1601 W. 50th St., Minneapolis, 
MN, http://www.familyequality.org/con-
ference

AFSP’s LGBT Suicide Prevention Sympo-
sium Speakers include national leaders in 
the LGBT Community.. Reception to fol-
low. $10. 9am-4pm, Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital Conference Center, Feinberg 
School of Medicine, 251 E. Huron St., 
Third Floor, Meeting Room A, Chicago, 
http://www.afsp.org/symposium; Tickets: 
http://lgbt.brownpapertickets.com/

Chicago GL Hall of Fame 2nd Celebrity 
Bowl Registration 10 to 11am, bowling 
from 11am to noon and wrap-up from 
noon to 1pm Register with Co-ordinator 
Dick Uyvari, by calling 773-769-5115. The 

Bowl itself is free and open to the publi. 
Celebrity bowlers include Chuck Hyde, Mi-
chael Leppen, Mary Morten, Tico Valle and 
Terri Worman. 11am, Waveland Bowl, 3700 
N Western Ave.

CGMC’s 5th Annual Big Package Auction 
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus (CGMC) will be 
dropping their drawers at the CGMC’s 5th 
Annual Big Package Auction featuring the 
return of special guest hostess, Miss Rich-
field 1981; 4:30pm-8pm, 773-296-0541, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted St., http://
www.cgmc.org

Sister Spit Queer Art Lit Tour The rowdy 

Get

online
: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

MAKE SOME ‘NOISE’

Students will mark the 
annual “Night of Noise” 
at the Thompson Center, 
100 W. Randolph St.

Photo from 2012
by Kate Sosin
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 KS: Gemma is very loyal to her family and as 
a person. They have created their own little 
universe. They live outside the box and on 
the fringe. The people that come to this world 
have abandoned the world that they come 
from so they create their little insular family. 
 She is extremely loyal, and I imagine you 
would say that about me in terms of my chil-
dren—not to the point where I am going to 
carry a gun, but Gemma would. She has those 
very strong maternal qualities that I share as 
well.
 WCT: What will the singing be like on 
this tour?
 KS: Here is the evening: We tried to com-
bine my new record that is just about to come 
out in September with songs that I sing on 
the show. I sing a song every season. We 
wanted to bring a whole element to the show 
for the whole night. It will start with a few 
songs from the show then I will do five or six 
songs off of my record. Curtis Stigers is com-
ing out with us and he will sing the theme 
song then do a few songs. We will then have 
a Q&A with Ryan Hurst, who plays Opie, and 
Theo Rossi, who plays Juice. That will be like 
a 40-minute Q&A; then we will do some more 
music. That will be the evening.
 WCT: What a fun night!
 KS: It should be really fun. It is our first 
time doing it so we hope people will show up 
for it and we can keep doing it. 
 WCT: Are you signing “Ruby Tuesday?”
 KS: Oh, I don’t know if we will sing “Ruby 
Tuesday.” I will have to check the set list. For 
sure I am going to sing “Bird on a Wire.” I 

will probably sing “To Sir, with Love.” 
 WCT: This will all be with the Forest 
Rangers?
 KS: They will be the band. Curtis will sing 
“This Life” and “John the Revelator.” I think 
they are going to do “Sunday Never Comes.” 
Probably half the songs will be from the show 
and half will be off my new record. 
 WCT: What is the new record shaping up 
to be?
 KS: Unlike past records, on this one I have 
really written nothing. It is more covers that 
Bob and I arranged. Bob Thiele is the music 
supervisor from Sons of Anarchy. It is not just 
nostalgic. It is not a bunch of songs that I 
listened to growing up, it is more contempo-
rary songs that I really like. There are a few 
songs that are older songs. It is kind of rootsy 
and paired down. It is not a super slick record 
but it is good. I really like it. We are mixing 
now. 
 WCT: Futurama has a big cult following. 
Is there more coming out?
 KS: They are about to start airing a new 
season on Comedy Central that we have al-
ready recorded so it might be on really soon. 
I don’t have the airdates for that but it should 
be coming in the summer. 
 Futurama is always the job that I never 
know if it is going to last or not. [Laughs] 
It just goes season by season. It has such a 
strong fan base that we end up doing more so 
I would imagine that will still happen.  
 Look for An evening of Music and the 
Cast of Sons of Anarchy at the vic Theater 
on Sunday, April 21 at 7 p.m. Don’t miss 
Katey Sagal playing Artie’s mother on Glee 
in May!

saGal from page 19



“I’ve always told Will: You can do whatever you 
want as long as you can look at yourself in the 
mirror and be OK.”—Jada Pinkett Smith address-
es rumors that she and hubby Will Smith have an 
open marriage. But did she really say anything? 
I’d bet they can both look in the mirror just 
fine—even while having sex with others!
 I’ve spent the better part of the last week try-
ing to thwart the advances of an overly amo-
rous cardinal. Nope, this isn’t another attack on 
the Catholic Church—this is an actual bird. At 
the beginning of mating season, male cardinals 
stake out their territory and try to frighten away 
any competition—much like gay men. Given 
that the bird outside my Fort Lauderdale abode 
spends most of the day flying directly into my 
window, I believe he’s just about as smart as 
most of the gay men I’ve dated! If we’re both 
lucky, he’ll find a mate ... fast.
 Of course, that doesn’t mean I don’t have 
some choice words for the Catholic Church. This 
week, Allen Vigner (archbishop of Detroit) and 
Edward Peters (a Detroit professor and legal ad-
viser to the Vatican) issued a rather remarkable 
statement: “Catholics who promote ‘same-sex 
marriage’ act contrary to Catholic law and should 
not approach for Holy Communion.” Believe it or 
not, I have absolutely no problem with this. I 
think if you belong to an organization, then you 
should abide by their rules. However, I also be-
lieve that these rules should be enforced across 
the board. If one is banning all church mem-
bers who act contrary to Catholic law, then it’s 
gonna be a mighty short line at Communion. Af-
ter all, we’d have to exclude people who lust in 
the heart, who eat shellfish, who take the Lord’s 
name in vain, who’ve had divorces, abortions, 
affairs, etc. Yes, I believe that rules are rules—
but if you’re gonna be a stickler, you can’t pick 
and choose. That wouldn’t be very Christian.
 Obviously, the Vatican is too busy to notice 
the ongoing romance between designer Marc 
Jacobs and former porn star (and rentboy) 
Harry Louis. Beating the odds, the twosome is 
still together over a year later, and just spent 
Marc’s 50th birthday exactly where they spent 
his 49th birthday—on Ipanema Beach in Rio. 
(We’ll post the pics on BillyMasters.com.) While 
I’m not sure of Harry’s current professional aspi-
rations, Jacobs continues to surprise us. He just 
made his acting debut in Disconnect, playing a 
porn baron. I had no idea those of us in porn-
adjacent fields are entitled to titles. If I have a 
choice, I’d like to be called grand duchess! Back 
to Jacobs—he plays the leader of an Internet 
porn ring that helps runaways in exchange for 
explicit footage. Sounds like he’s spent half a 
century researching this role. If it was set in 
Rome, this could all tie together nicely.
 Legendary gay porn star Jeff Stryker recently 
made quite a startling revelation. While being 
interviewed for a documentary about Falcon Stu-
dios’ founder Chuck Holmes, he admitted that 
when he shot his first three films, he was un-
able to ... er, “perform.” He said, “My first three 
movies—the close-ups weren’t my dick. They 
used a thing called a stunt dick.” Of course, this 
begs the question ... who was performing this 
“stunt?”
 The night before I left LA for South Beach 
Pride, I attended the 29th annual STAGE benefit, 
“Broadway My Way.” The Southland Theatre Art-
ists Goodwill Event brought in close to $300K 
for AIDS Project Los Angeles. Aside from the 
money raised, my spirits were certainly buoyed 
by some unforgettable performances. Bruce 
Vilanch brought down the house in a pink tutu 
for “At the Ballet” from A Chorus Line; Florence 
Henderson donned leather gear for “When You’re 
Good To Mama” from Chicago; Shirley Jones and 
son Patrick Cassidy did a lovely tribute to The 
Music Man; plus there were Carole Cook and her 

bass drum, which never disappoint.
 What I look forward to most every year is 
when the divine Patricia Morison sings. The 
98-year-old leading lady brought us back to her 
favorite role—originating the lead in Kiss Me 
Kate. Much was made about the fact that she 
was singing “Wunderbar” in the original key. No 
one mentioned that her partner, Davis Gaines, 
was singing without his original face. Mon Dieu, 
what has he done to himself? Gaines was one 
of the most breathtakingly handsome men I’d 
ever met, and now he looks like the love child 
of Siegfried and Roy with a dash of Bruce Jenner 
at a surprise party! Who’d hire him now? Well, I 
suppose he can still appear in “Phantom”—most 
of the time, he’d be wearing a mask anyway. And 
I’m sure he’d bring special meaning to the line 
“Turn your face away from the garish light of 
day.”
 By the time this column comes out, the sec-
ond season of TNT’s Dallas will have drawn to a 
close—probably with a glimpse of the elusive 
Pamela Barnes Ewing. The question remains: 

Will the powers-that-be coax the virtually reclu-
sive Victoria Principal back to the small screen? 
Hedging their bets, the show has reminded us 
that shortly before Pam disappeared, she had 
extensive plastic surgery and may not be rec-
ognizable. If they’re looking for someone who 
looks like Pam with bad plastic surgery, they 
could still use Victoria Principal!
 Could it be that a certain bearded lady with 
a skin condition is looking for a new sponsor? 
So say people close to the alleged triple threat. 
After her last liaison got her no closer to super-
stardom, she’s set her sights on someone who 
has helped women with even less talent get 
ahead—no head required. Since they’ve already 
established a professional relationship, it seems 
like a match made in heaven ... especially if it’s 
a package deal. If that doesn’t work out, she’s 
still got options—like marrying one (or several) 
of Mitt Romney’s sons. Is that so wrong? 
 When our blind item could end up on Sister 
Wives, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. Before closing, I want to acknowledge 
the passing of Annette Funicello. While my old-
er readers will remember her from The Mickey 
Mouse Club and from those numerous “beach” 
flicks, I grew up watching her hawk Skippy—still 
my peanut butter of choice. You know what else 
spreads the fun? A visit to www.BillyMasters.

com, the site that always has extra nuts. If you 
have a question you’d like me to tackle, write 
me at Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to 
get back to you before Davis Gaines is hired to 
play Pam Ewing! Until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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Billy says that Davis Gaines (above) is on 
the, ahem, cutting edge.
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One of the best, most decorated basketball play-
ers ever will be calling Chicago home for the 
2013-14 season.

Sheryl Swoopes, a four-time WNBA champi-
on and three-time Olympic gold medalist, was 
named the head women’s basketball coach at 
Loyola University Chicago, Assistant Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Athletics Dr. M. Grace Cal-
houn announced April 12. 

The formal announcement was made at a press 
conference April 15 on the Loyola campus.

Swoopes is in Connecticut this weekend ful-
filling WNBA commitments, school officials said.

“We are thrilled to welcome Sheryl Swoopes to 
the Loyola family. She is a proven winner at ev-
ery level of competition, and a respected mentor 
of young women. Beyond her unparalleled com-
petitive success, her vision for Loyola women’s 
basketball, knowledge of the game and industry, 
and infectious energy left us confident Sheryl 
will build Rambler women’s basketball into a pe-
rennial national contender,” Calhoun said in a 
statement.

Swoopes led Texas Tech University to the 1993 
NCAA championship and was named Naismith 
National Player of the Year that season. She set 
an NCAA Championship game record with 47 
points in Texas Tech’s 84-82 victory over Ohio 
State in the 1993 NCAA title game.

Swoopes then had an illustrious professional 
career, which included stints primarily with the 
Houston Comets, and also the Seattle Storm and 

Tulsa Shock. She is a three-time WNBA MVP.
“I am extremely honored and humbled to be 

chosen to lead the Loyola University Chicago 
women’s basketball program,” Swoopes said in 
a statement. “Loyola is a special place and I im-
mediately felt welcome here. Having played for 
some of the game’s best coaches as well as with 
and against some of the most talented players 
in women’s basketball history, I have broadened 
my knowledge and hope to use those experienc-
es to bring championships to Rogers Park. There 
is a lot of talent already in place and I cannot 
wait to get into the gym and get started.”

Swoopes, in 2011, announced she was en-
gaged to a man, an announcement that sur-
prised some as she had come out in 2005 and 
was in a lesbian relationship with then-partner 
Alisa Scott. 

Swoopes talked exclusively to Windy City 
Times after a WNBA game in 2006: http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Swoopes-
Shoots-to-Win/11959.html.

Swoopes was married 1995-1999 and has a 
son. 

In 2008, Swoopes appeared on Shirts & Skins, 
a reality TV show, and she mentored the San 
Francisco Rockdogs, a gay basketball team.

So how good was Swoopes as a player? Well, 
she was the first woman to have Nike basketball 
shoes named after her (Air Swoopes).

Swoopes was an assistant girls’ basketball 
coach at Mercer Island High School in 2010 and 
most recently served as a television analyst for 
Texas Tech women’s basketball games during the 

2012-13 season. 
The Ramblers went 17-15 this past season—

the most wins by the school since the 1988-
89 season—including wins in 10 of its last 12 
games.

Eric Simpson, who spent the last four seasons 
as the head women’s basketball coach at Loyola, 
resigned March 18, the day after the team’s last 
game.

“I think this was a great hire. Loyola is going 
to get a person that can really, really relate to 
people. Not only will Sheryl be an outstanding 
coach, but she is someone who can relate to the 
fan base. She’s going to attract a lot of pros-
pects and bringing Sheryl on board is not going 
to do anything but help give Loyola a chance to 
compete at a high level,” Van Chancellor, the 
former Houston Comets head coach, said in a 
statement.

Marcia Hill, who ran the women’s basketball 
league for the predominantly gay Chicago Metro-
politan Sports Association (CMSA) for two years 

and is a CMSA Hall of Famer, heard of Swoopes’ 
hiring Friday night and replied, “That’s pretty 
cool that she’s coming to Chicago. I’m glad to 
hear that. [Loyola] had a good team this year; 
I’ll go to some of their games next season. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what Sheryl can do 
as a coach, enjoyed watching her as a player in 
both college and the WNBA.”

Grete Hornstrom, 31, the commissioner of the 
recently-completely CMSA women’s basketball 
league, added: “It’s amazing we’re getting such 
a big star and proponent of women’s basketball 
in the city. She definitely will draw people to 
watch more women’s basketball in the Chicago 
area.”

Hornstrom lives in the South Loop and got 
engaged to her partner of four years, Chloe Wil-
liams, last weekend. “For the [Chicago] gay and 
lesbian community, it’s great to have Swoopes 
here; she’s someone visible and supporting [of 
the LGBT community], and a part of it at one 
point,” Hornstrom said.

BY ROSS FORMAN
 
Sheryl Swoopes is “super-excited,” yet admit-
tedly “a little nervous” about her new job as 
head women’s basketball coach at Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago. She was formally introduced 
Monday morning at an on-campus press con-
ference, attended by about 75 people, includ-
ing her new team and media. 

She was introduced by Assistant Vice Presi-
dent/Athletic Director Dr. M. Grace Calhoun, 
who said Swoopes is, “a wonderfully delight-

ful mix of warmth, humility, genuineness and 
compassion [combined] with this fiery spirit 
that doesn’t take well to losing.”

Swoopes is the eighth head women’s bas-
ketball coach in school history, and she re-
places Eric Simpson, who spent the last four 
seasons at Loyola. He resigned March 18, the 
day after the team’s last game. The Ramblers 
went 17-15 this season, the most wins by the 
school since the 1988-89 season.

“This has always been a lifelong dream of 
mine, to have an opportunity to do some-
thing I love—and that’s not only to play 
basketball, but to be in a position to pass 
that [knowledge] on to the up and coming 
generation,” said Swoopes, a four-time WNBA 
champion and three-time Olympic gold medal 
winner.

Swoopes admitted she was “honored and 
humbled that [school officials] have trusted 
me with these young ladies, to lead them and 
guide them in the right direction.”

Swoopes led Texas Tech University to the 
1993 NCAA championship and was named 
Naismith National Player of the Year that 
season. Her WNBA career included stints pri-
marily with the Houston Comets, and also the 
Seattle Storm and Tulsa Shock.

Swoopes, on April 15, acknowledged sev-
eral people “who have been very instrumental 

in my development as, not only a basketball 
player, but as a person,” she said. Her list 
included multiple former coaches, teammates 
and her mom. She also singled out her fian-
cée. 

“For those of you who don’t know, I have 
been engaged for two years, and I have to 
say ‘thank you’ to him for allowing me this 
opportunity and for supporting me to go after 
my dream,” Swoopes said.

Swoopes, in 2011, announced she was en-
gaged, though she had come out in 2005 

and was in a lesbian relationship with then-
partner Alisa Scott. Swoopes also was married 
from 1995-1999 and has a son, 15.

“If someone would have approached me 
three years ago and said, ‘Oh, would you like 
to coach?’ My answer would have been, ‘No’ 
because I knew it was something I wasn’t 
ready to do,” Swoopes said. “But, without a 
doubt, I know this is where God wants me. 
This is the path He has for me and I know 
my reason for being here is, He brought me 
here.”

Swoopes said, despite her lack of coaching 
experience, she is not concerned “that I can’t 
lead this group of young ladies to where we 
want to go.”

Calhoun is convinced Swoopes will appeal 
to “a very diverse cross section of Chicago 
because she has that engaging personality, 
that spirit, and a can-do attitude of getting 
things done.

Calhoun added, “She not only will be able 
to build a championship team, but also de-
velop our young people in a very Jesuit way.” 
Calhoun said Swoopes “absolutely will” help 
attract [fans from] and appeal to the LGBT 
community, and other select, diverse commu-
nities. But expanded the team’s fan base was 
not the reason Swoopes was hired, she added.
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JOINT TENANCY VS. LAND TRUSTS TO OWN REAL ESTATE          
Janet and her lover Denise have found a condominium they would like to buy together. Denise wants 
to own the property in joint tenancy so that title to the condominium will pass to her if Janet should 
die. Janet, who has a much larger income than Denise, will be making the entire down payment but 
she feels uncomfortable in giving Denise one half of the equity in their new home. They agree they are 
not ready for a civil union.
  Many LGBT couples take title to their homes as “joint tenants with right of survivorship,”  for the 
reason of ensuring that title to their home will pass to their surviving lover if one should die. When 
one joint tenant dies the remaining joint tenant automatically owns the entire property, without the 
necessity of a will or probate court proceedings. 
  It is a common misconception that joint tenancy is always the best answer for LGBT couples. The 
right of survivorship of joint tenant owners can be severed, or terminated by a joint tenant owner. If 
that happened the couple would still own the real estate, but as tenants in common.   
  Joint tenancy also doesn’t solve the financial problem of the LGBT couple with unequal incomes 
making unequal contributions for the down payment and who don’t split the monthly payments and 
expenses equally. Joint tenancy cannot reflect the couple’s financial agreement to own their home on 
anything other than a 50/50 basis.
  The right of survivorship of joint tenant owners can be protected by using an Illinois land trust to 
hold legal title to the real estate. In this example, Janet would be the sole beneficiary of the land trust 
and have the trust agreement provide that upon Janet’s death her interest in the home would go to 
Denise. Until Janet died, Denise would have no interest in the home and could not transfer a part of it 
to anyone.
  If Janet and Denise had contributed equally to the purchase of the condominium the trust agreement 
could be drafted to provide that Janet and Denise would own the beneficial interest of the land trust as 
joint tenants with right of survivorship and preclude in the trust agreement the other from making any 
assignment of the beneficial interest (transfer of ownership of the property) without the written consent 
of both beneficiaries - preserving the joint tenancy.

Coach Swoopes arrives
at Loyola University

New Loyola women’s basketball coach Sheryl Swoopes at the on-campus press conference is 
joined by member of the team. Photo by Ross Forman
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performance gang Sister Spit brings a van load of 
queer-centric brilliance to Chicago. Host Michelle Tea 
(Best Music Writing 2010, Valencia, Chelsea Whistle, 
Rent Girl), Ali Liebegott (The IHOP Papers and The 
Beautifully Worthless), DavEnd (How to Hold Your 
Own Hand), Daniel LeVesque (Hairdresser on Fire), 
Cristy C. Road and TextaQueen. $15; 9:30pm, Hide-
out, 1354 W. Wabansia Ave., Chicago, Tickets: http://
cimmfest.org/sister-spit

Sunday, April 21
Urban village Church Spiritual worship is about com-

ing together as community to make space for God 
to move in us. It’s a place to receive God’s grace 
and love and to give of ourselves, as well. LGBT 
welcoming worship services at Urban Village Church 
are eclectic and experiential, practical and intel-
ligent, relevant and, hopefully, inspiring. 10:15am-
11:30am, Spertus Institute 610 S. Michigan Ave., 
www.urbanvillagechurch.org

Celebration of Life for Brian Coats For those of you 

who where unable to attend Brian’s funeral, you are 
invited to come out to Bobby Love’s and help cel-
ebrate the life of Brian Coats with his family and 
friends. Food, drinks and good times. Bring your sto-
ries, photos, and memories and let’s say Good-bye 
to our good friend. 2pm-6pm, Bobby Love’s, 3729 
N Halsted St.

11th Annual Windy City Gay Idol Windy City Gay Idol 
searches for the best amateur GLBT singers in the 
Chicago area. Competition continues through June in 
Chicago’s bars and clubs. 9pm sign up, 10pm start. 
8pm, Joie de Vine, 1744 W. Balmoral Ave., http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com/pdf/wcgi2013_
ad.pdf

Sister Souljah The Chicago Public Library welcomes the 
New York Times bestselling author for a discussion 
on her new book, A Deeper Love Inside: The Porsche 
Santiaga Story. Free. 2pm, Woodson Regional Library, 
9525 S. Halsted St., Chicago, http://www.chicago-
publiclibrary.org

Monday, April 22 
TPAN Complimentary Therapy Programs Reiki is of-

fered the second and fourth Mondays of the month 
from 1pm to 3pm on a first come first serve basis. 
1pm-3pm, TPAN, 5537 N. Broadway, www.tpan.com

Happy Birthday John Corigliano! In celebration of 
John Corigliano’s 75th birthday, the Gaudete Brass 
Quintet joins CCPA student brass ensemble members 
for a tribute concert. Pre-concert discussion with for-
mer John Corigliano students 6:30pm Free. 7:30pm-
9pm, 312-341-2352, Ganz Hall at Roosevelt Univer-
sity, http://roosevelt.edu/ccpa

Tuesday, April 23
CCPA Wind ensemble Concert Compositions of Ameri-

can guest composer James Syler, including a Chicago 
premiere, and world premieres by CDPA student com-
posers. Free. Tickets not required; seating first-come, 
first-served. 7:30pm-9pm, 312-341-2352, Ganz Hall 
at Roosevelt University, http://roosevelt.edu/ccpa.

Wed., April 24 
11th Annual Windy City Gay Idol Windy City Gay Idol 

searches for the best amateur GLBT singers in the 
Chicago area. Competition continues through June 

in Chicago’s bars and clubs. 8pm sign up, 9pm start; 
8pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 N Clark St., http://gopride.
com/z81w

Bon Foster Celebration Lambda Legal’s 40th Anniver-
sary, and the 20th Anniversary of our Midwest Re-
gional Office (MRO) in Chicago. 6pm-9:30pm, The Art 
Institute of Chicago, 111 S. Michigan Ave., http://
www.lambdalegal.org/; Tickets: http://gopride.com/
z80b

Thursday, April 25
20th Annual Dining Out For Life Join EdgeAlliance 

to celebrate good food, great friends, and a wor-
thy cause at the 20th Annual Dining Out For Life! 
6pm-11:30pm, Taverna 750, 750 West Cornelia Ave., 
http://www.edgealliance.org 

Off Off Broadzway Burlesque parody troupe in their 
non-reveal musical sketch comedy show, combines 
sharp writing with catchy songs to lampoon women’s 
stereotypes and celebrate the feminine form without 
objectifying it. 7pm-9pm, 773-595-2453, The Quincy 
Wong Center, 623 S. Wabash Ave., http://events.
colum.edu/haus
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Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 
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“Joanie obtained the first award in favor of a transgender 
person under the Illinois Human Rights Act.”

—The award in favor of cab driver Venessa Fitzsimmons 
totaled $104,711.00—Fitzsimmons v. Universal Taxi 
Dispatch, Inc., ALS No. 09-0661
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Clean is
a matter
of make
and model.

Join us for the MINI Spring Cleaning Sales Event. With 
exceptional offers, now is the perfect time to “clean” your 
garage by replacing your old car with a new MINI.

© 2013 MINI USA, a division of BMW of North America, LLC.
The MINI name, model names and logo are registered trademarks. 
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1111 W. Diversey Parkway
Chicago, IL 60614
1.800.NEW.MINI
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http://www.miniofchicago.com



