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‘GLEE’ WHIZ
Becca Tobin of Glee chatted with Windy 
City Times about the show and her own 
anti-bullying stance.
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By LisA KEEn
KEEn nEWs sErviCE
 
The Obama administration continued to back up 
its words of support for marriage equality with 
action, taking the seldom-used strategy of sub-
mitting a brief in a Supreme Court case in which 
the United States is not involved. The brief also 
urges the high court to view discrimination 
based on sexual orientation with the same sort 
of heightened scrutiny currently reserved for 
discrimination based on sex.
 However, the brief does not advocate for a 
dramatic ruling that all bans on same-sex mar-
riage are unconstitutional. Instead, it suggests 
the court “can resolve” the lawsuit over Cali-
fornia’s ban on same-sex couples marrying “by 
focusing on the particular circumstances pre-
sented by California law and the recognition 
it gives to committed same-sex relationships, 
rather than addressing the equal protection is-
sue under circumstances not present here.” That 
strategy, notes veteran Supreme Court reporter 
Lyle Denniston, indicated “the administration is 
not yet ready to take a firm position on whether 
the ‘fundamental right to marry’ that the Court 
has recognized repeatedly is a right that should 
be open also to same-sex couples.”
 The solicitor general’s brief was well-received 
by many LGBT groups who were not sure the ad-
ministration would submit any brief at all in the 
Hollingsworth v. Perry case, testing the constitu-
tionality of Proposition 8.
 Asked about that at a press conference March 
1, President Obama said that, once the Supreme 
Court decided to take the Proposition 8 case, “I 
felt it was important for us to articulate what 
I believe and what this administration stands 
for.”
 “[I]f the Supreme Court asks me or my At-
torney General or Solicitor General, do we think 
that meets constitutional muster, I felt it was 
important for us to answer that question hon-
estly—and the answer is no,” said Obama.
 Obama backed off a bit when the reporter why 
his administration did not go so far as to argue 
that marriage is a “fundamental right” for gay 
people, the same as heterosexual couples. He 
said his solicitor general was charged with an-
swering the specific question before the court, 
which was not about whether marriage was a 
fundamental right.
 “The specific question presented before the 
Court right now is whether Prop 8 and the Cali-
fornia law is unconstitutional,” replied Obama. 
“And what we’ve done is we’ve put forward a 
basic principle, which applies to all equal pro-
tection cases. Whenever a particular group is 
being discriminated against, the Court asks the 
question, what’s the rationale for this—and it 
better be a good reason.  And if you don’t have 
a good reason, we’re going to strike it down. 
 “And what we’ve said,” continued Obama, “is 
that same-sex couples are a group, a class that 
deserves heightened scrutiny, that the Supreme 
Court needs to ask the state why it’s doing it.  
And if the state doesn’t have a good reason, it 
should be struck down.”
 “Now, the Court may decide that if [the rea-
son] doesn’t apply in this case, it probably can’t 
apply in any case. There’s no good reason for it.  
If I were on the Court,” said Obama, “that would 
probably be the view that I’d put forward. But 
I’m not a judge, I’m the President. So the basic 
principle, though, is let’s treat everybody fairly 
and let’s treat everybody equally.  And I think 
that the brief that’s been presented accurately 
reflects our views.”
 But following weeks of speculation and some 

political goading, U.S. Solicitor General Donald 
Verrilli Jr. submitted a brief Feb. 28 urging the 
U.S. Supreme Court to strike down California’s 
ban on same-sex marriage. The 33-page brief ar-
gues that Proposition 8 is based on “impermissi-
ble prejudice,” an argument that implicates the 
Supreme Court’s 1996 ruling, in Romer v. Evans, 
that laws cannot be based on animus.
 The brief also argues that Proposition 8 does 
not serve any important governmental interest 
and that it violates the U.S. Constitution’s guar-
antee of equal protection.
 And in an equally important aspect, the Obama 
administration’s brief argues that laws, such 
as Proposition 8, which disadvantage citizens 
because of their sexual orientation, should re-
ceived heightened—or tougher—scrutiny from 
the courts. Such scrutiny is much tougher to sat-
isfy than the basic rational scrutiny that gives 
legislatures considerable deference. But height-
ened scrutiny is less tough than strict scrutiny, 
reserved for laws disadvantaging people based 
on race, which are nearly impossible to satisfy.
 There has been discussion and speculation for 
weeks over whether the Obama administration 
would submit a brief in the Proposition 8 case. 
As a New York Times article pointed out February 
4, the solicitor general’s office had ample prec-
edent to stay out of the case to which it was not 
a party. 
 Ted Olson, who was solicitor general under 
President George W. Bush in 2003 when the Law-
rence v. Texas case in the Supreme Court, did 
not file a brief in that case, regarding laws that 
banned same-sex couples from having intimate 
relations. Thurgood Marshall, who was solicitor 
general under President Lyndon Johnson during 
the 1967 Loving v. Virginia contest, did not file a 
brief in that case, challenging laws that banned 
interracial marriage. And Charles Fried, solicitor 
general under President Ronald Reagan, did not 
file a brief in the 1986 Hardwick v. Bowers case 
that initially upheld sodomy laws.
 In submitting the brief Feb. 28, the Depart-
ment of Justice issued a statement from Attor-
ney General Eric Holder, saying, the government 
brief “seeks to vindicate the defining constitu-
tional ideal of equal treatment under the law.”

 “Throughout history, we have seen the unjust 
consequences of decisions and policies rooted in 
discrimination,” said Holder. “The issues before 
the Supreme Court in this case and the Defense 
of Marriage Act case are not just important to 
the tens of thousands of Americans who are be-
ing denied equal benefits and rights under our 
laws, but to our Nation as a whole.”
 The brief notes that, like California, seven 
other states have laws limiting the rights of 
same-sex couples to “domestic partnerships.” 
Those states—including Illinois, Delaware, Ha-
waii, Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon and Rhode 
Island—could be affected by the Prop 8 ruling, 
should the Supreme Court accept the reasoning 
of the solicitor general.
 “Proposition 8, by depriving same-sex couples 
of the right to marry, denies them the ‘dignity, 
respect, and stature’ accorded similarly situated 
opposite-sex couples under state law and does 
not substantially further any important govern-
mental interest,” states the brief. “It thereby 
denies them equal protection under the law.”
 “The Government’s action today is a powerful 
statement that Proposition 8 cannot be squared 
with the principles of equality upon which this 
nation was founded,” said Adam Umhoefer, head 
of the American Foundation for Equal Rights, 
which organized the lawsuit against Proposition 
8. “It is an unprecedented call to action by our 
Government that it is time to recognize gay and 
lesbian Americans as full and equal citizens un-
der the law.”

 “The president has turned the inspirational 
words of his second inaugural address into 
concrete action by urging our nation’s highest 
court to put an end to discrimination against 
loving, committed gay and lesbian couples and 
their families,” said AFER founder and current 
president of the Human Rights Campaign, Chad 
Griffin.
 During his second inaugural address, Obama 
said, “Our journey is not complete until our gay 
brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else 
under the law—for if we are truly created equal, 
then surely the love we commit to one another 
must be equal as well.”
 On Feb. 22, the solicitor general submitted 
an anticipated brief in the second big mar-
riage equality case before the Supreme Court. 
In that case, U.S. v. Windsor, the court will de-
cide whether the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA) violates the constitutional rights of 
legally married same-sex couples by denying rec-
ognition of their marriages in relation to federal 
benefits.
 note: Meanwhile, numerous businesses, in-
stitutions and individuals have filed amicus 
briefs in favor of marriage equality. Outsports 
reported that NFL players Brendon Ayanbadejo 
and Chris Kluwe submitted a brief Feb. 28. Their 
brief is posted at www.afer.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/02/12-144-bsac-KluweAyanbade-
jo.pdf.
 ©Copyright 2013 by Keen news service. All 
rights reserved.

obama Administration
enters brief in 
Proposition 8 case

dems and GoPs
file marriage briefs
 Democrats and Republicans may not agree 
on the economy, but at least some have 
agreed on the fight for marriage equality. A 
total of 212 Democratic members of Congress 
filed an amicus brief in the Edie Windsor case 
against DOMA and 131 Republicans filed a 
brief in the fight against California’s Prop 8 
marriage ban, both cases being heard by the 
U.S. Supreme Court this Spring in what could 
be landmark cases.
 In all, 47 briefs were filed on behalf of 
the Prop 8 case, and more than 45 for the 
Windsor case. A full list of parties filing Wind-
sor briefs can be found here: www.aclu.org/
lgbt-rights/united-states-v-windsor-amicus-
briefs-merits-filed-support-windsor and www.
glad.org/doma/documents . The Prop 8 briefs 
can be found  at www.sfcityattorney.org/in-
dex.aspx?page=501.
 The GOP brief in Hollingsworth v. Perry was 
filed on behalf of gay Republican Ken Mehl-
man and 130 other Republicans, some ob-
scure, some party leaders, and one famous 
actor/director, Clint Eastwood. (The full list 
is at the bottom of this story.)
 The Mehlman belief states: “Marriage Pro-
motes The Conservative Values Of Stability, 
Mutual Support, And Mutual Obligation Amici 
start from the premise—recognized by this 
Court on numerous occasions—that marriage 
is both a fundamental right protected by our 
Constitution and a venerable institution that 
confers countless benefits, both to those who 
marry and to society at large. … With regard 
to gay marriage, the cost of a prohibition is 
the restriction of the liberty of two individu-
als of the same sex who seek the same le-
gal status for an intimate relationship that 
is available to individuals of different sexes. 
This harm may not be restricted just to the 
individuals involved but may also involve 
broader social costs.”
 Meanwhile, Democratic Reps. Leader Nancy 
Pelosi and Jerrold Nadler and Sens. Dianne 
Feinstein and Patrick Leahy, among others, 
filed an amicus brief in U.S. v. Edith Schlain 
Windsor, a landmark challenge to Section 3 of 
the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act. Section 3 
defines marriage for purposes of federal law 
as “only a legal union between one man and 
one woman,” excluding same-sex couples 

from all marriage-based federal responsibili-
ties and rights. A total of 172 members of the 
House and 40 members of the Senate signed 
onto the brief. A second brief was filed from 
former U.S. senators who initially voted for 
DOMA—Bill Bradley, Tom Daschle, Christo-
pher Dodd and Alan Simpson; it acknowledges 
that much has changed since 1996.
 Former Chicagoan Heather Sawyer, a lesbian 
attorney inducted into the city’s Hall of Fame 
last year, is listed on the Congressional filing 
as House Committee on the Judiciary Minority 
Counsel to Ranking Members John Conyers, 
Jr. and Jerrold Nadler.
 These 212 members decided to participate 
as amici in this case because they want the 
Supreme Court to hear the full story from Con-
gress, and to explain why they believe that 
Section 3 of DOMA is unconstitutional. They 
disagree with the arguments being made by 
lawyers hired to defend DOMA in court by the 
House Majority following the divided 3-2 vote 
of the House Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group 
(BLAG). As the brief explains: “DOMA imposes 
a sweeping and unjustifiable federal disabil-
ity on married same-sex couples.”
 In Edith “Edie” Windsor’s case, the federal 
government taxed Edie more than $363,000 
when her spouse, Thea Spyer, passed away 
in 2009. The couple, constituents of Rep. 
Nadler in New York City, first met in 1965 and 
married in 2007, after an engagement that 
lasted more than 40 years. Yet, when Thea 
died, the federal government treated them as 
complete strangers because of DOMA, signifi-
cantly reducing Edie’s inheritance by denying 
her protections from the estate tax that other 
married couples receive. Edie, who is now 83 
years old, challenged DOMA as a violation of 
equal protection. The federal district court in 
New York City and the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled in her favor, holding that DOMA 
violates the Fifth Amendment’s equal protec-
tion guarantee.
 The members’ brief, available here, urges 
the Supreme Court to uphold the Second Cir-
cuit’s decision. It adds the unique perspec-
tive of Members of Congress—including some 
who voted against DOMA and others who 
voted for it—about the enactment of DOMA 
and why Section 3 is unconstitutional.
 Gay and lesbian couples can now marry in 
nine states and the District of Columbia, and 
18,000 such couples remain legally married in 
California.

President Obama. Photo by Tracy Baim



By EriCA DEMArEsT

While national HIV infection rates remain steady, 
those among young people and men who have 
sex with men are on the rise, the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) said. People of color make 
up a disproportionate number of the new cases.
 On Feb. 28, the CDC released its 2011 HIV Sur-
veillance Report, which tracked infection and 
prevalence rates across the nation.
 “From 2008-2011, the annual estimated 
number and rate of diagnoses of HIV infection 
among Americans remained stable in the U.S.,” 

the report said. “Yet in 2011, an estimated 
49,273 Americans were diagnosed with HIV—far 
too many.”
 According to the CDC, men who have sex with 
men (MSM) make up just two percent of the U.S. 
population (various reports dispute this num-
ber and put it at more than 4 percent). But a 
whopping 62 percent of all HIV diagnoses can be 
attributed to male-to-male sexual contact, the 
report said.
 Thirty-eight percent of men infected with HIV 
through MSM contact in 2011 were Black, 23.5 
percent Latino and 33.6 percent white, the CDC 
said.
In general, men were more likely to be diag-
nosed with HIV than women. Males accounted 
for 79 percent of all diagnoses in 2011, and 
rates for women were on the decline.
 From 2008 to 2011, the rates of diagnoses in-
creased for people aged 20-29. For those in the 
30-49 or 55-64 range, rates decreased. Others 
remained stable.
 The highest rates of new infection by age can 
be found in people ranging from 20 to 24. Right 
behind them are those in the 25-29 group.
 The 2011 report marks the first time the CDC 
tracked HIV and AIDS in all 50 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, major American cities and six 
U.S. territories.
 “Now we have a complete picture of diagnosed 
HIV infection in the U.S.,” the CDC explained in 
a statement. “Potential trends in HIV diagnoses 
for the U.S. can be examined.”
 Rates of new HIV infections were highest in 
the South in 2011. Illinois, New Jersey, Massa-
chusetts and New York were the only northern 
states with equally high numbers.

 ThinkProgress, a progressive blog that the 
Center for American Progress owns, pointed out 
that many of the most heavily infected states—
such as Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana—don’t 
teach comprehensive sex education.
 And schools in those states aren’t required to 
provide medically sound HIV information, Think-
Progress said.
 States with the largest African-American pop-
ulations also ranked highly. According to the 
CDC, African-Americans represent just 12 per-
cent of the U.S. population, but accounted for 
47 percent of new HIV diagnoses.

Latinos also faced high numbers: At just 16 per-
cent of the U.S. population, they accounted for 
21 percent of HIV diagnoses.
 In Illinois, about 2,100 people were diag-
nosed with HIV in 2011. The rate of infection 
per 100,000 people is 16.6, which is slightly 
larger than the national average of 15.8.
 Illinois ranks 14th in infection rate after 12 
other states and the District of Columbia, which 
featured the largest estimated rate: 155.6 infec-
tions per 100,000 people.
 Of those living with HIV in Illinois (as op-
posed to those who are newly diagnosed), about 
15,400 were Black; 9,900 were white; and 5,000 
were Latino by the end of 2010—the most re-
cent year for which CDC had data.
In all, roughly 32,000 people were living with 
HIV in Illinois by the end of 2010.
 According to the CDC, about 28,000 of those 
people could be found in the Chicagoland area 
(which includes the Gary and Lake divisions).
 For new infections in 2011, Chicago ranked 
27th in a list of 103 American cities that in-
cludes Baltimore, Dallas, Miami, Buffalo and 
Phoenix.
 Chicago reported an estimated 1,851 new 
cases of HIV in 2011. That’s a rate of 19.5 infec-
tions per 100,000 people.
 “Surveillance data shows that HIV remains a 
significant threat,” the CDC said in its report.
 At the end of 2010, there were an estimated 
872,990 people across U.S. living with diag-
nosed HIV.
 To read the report, peruse graphs or see how 
Illinois and Chicago stack up, visit www.cdc.gov/
hiv/surveillance/resources/reports/2011report/
index.htm.
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hIv infections rise 
for youth, men who
have sex with men

Man charged in gay
candidate’s death
 The body of openly gay Clarksdale, Miss., 
mayoral candidate Marco McMillian was found 
in a levee Feb. 27—and a 22-year-old man 
has been charged with his murder, according 
to the Washington Post.
 The Coahoma County Sheriff’s Department 
said in a news release that Lawrence Reed of 
Shelby, Miss., was charged in the death of Mc-
Millian, 34.
 An investigation began Feb. 26 when a man 
crashed McMillian’s SUV into another car on 
U.S. Highway 49; the candidate was not in 
the car. 
 McMillian’s family said that the coroner who 
performed the autopsy on the victim’s body 
said he was beaten, dragged and set on fire 
before his body was dumped near a river, Re-
uters reported.

 “We feel this was not a random act of vi-
olence based on the condition of the body 
when it was found,” the McMillian family said. 
“Marco, nor anyone, should have their lives 
end in this manner.”
 Campaign spokesman Jarod Keith has said 
McMillian’s campaign was noteworthy be-
cause he may have been the first out gay man 
who was a viable candidate for public office 
in Mississippi.
 In a tweet, the Victory Fund—whose aim 
is to elect LGBT leaders—posted, “Our hearts 
go out to the family and friends of Marco Mc-
Millian, one of the 1st viable openly #LGBT 
candidates in Mississippi.”

Congress passes 
violence Against  
Women Act
 By a vote of 286-138, the House passed 
the reauthorization of  the Violence Against 
Women Act Feb. 28, expanding protections for 
Native American women, LGBT individuals and 
immigrants, according to MSNBC.com. 
 The bill, which Joe Biden wrote in 1994, 
has been reauthorized twice in its history 
without dispute. House Republicans unveiled 
their own version of the bill Feb. 22, exclud-
ing parts of the Native American provision, as 
well as certain protections for LGBT victims—
but that version came under heavy scrutiny.
 In Chicago, Center on Halsted applauded 
the passage. Modesto “Tico” Valle, the cen-
ter’s CEO, said, “We celebrate this historic 
vote and legislative accomplishment. 
 “We thank Congress and the President for 
recognizing the specific needs of LGBTQ vic-
tims and survivors of domestic, sexual and 
dating violence and stalking.”

Table showing relative rates of Hiv infection among various demographics. image courtesy of 
the Centers for Disease Control

Marco McMillian.

for the only public program in 
Chicago to discuss her new book, 

“Irresistible 
Revolution: 
Confronting Race, 
Class, and the 
Assumptions of 
LGBT Politics” 
Magnus Books 
Publishing. 

Center on Halsted; the Community Media Workshop; Ellen Stone Belic Institute for Women & Gender in Arts 
& Media, Columbia College Chicago; and Windy City Times newspaper are honored to present

“Irresistible Revolution: 
A Discussion of the Contemporary LGBT Movement”
with LGBT rights advocate and 
award-winning author

Urvashi Vaid

Followed by a Q&A and book signing. 

Wednesday, April 3, 2013
7 p.m. – FREE – Center on Halsted

3656 N. Halsted St.
Chicago, IL 60613

RSVP: To make a reservation, contact Tom Elliott at telliott@centeronhalsted.org or 773-472-6469.
BOOKS: To purchase and/or reserve your copies call Women & Children First Bookstore at 773-769-9299 or visit www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com.
Guests are encouraged to reserve copies or prepay to ensure an adequate number of books. Reserved copies and a limited number 
of additional copies will be available at the event. 

From one of the nation’s best-known social justice leaders and community activists comes a strategic and informed argument 
about the pitfalls of limited political vision, and the benefits of an agenda that encompasses, yet moves beyond, equality. 

For more information, please contact Ellen Stone Belic Institute for Women & Gender in Arts & Media, Columbia College 
Chicago at 312-369-8829. 

Photo by Jurek Wajdowicz
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By MELissA WAssErMAn 

At a Respect for Marriage Coalition press confer-
ence, Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays (PFLAG) National filed an amicus brief 
on Feb. 28. 
 Standing as one of the families profiled, the 
Neubeckers represented PFLAG National as part 
of a broad bipartisan coalition of organizations 
planning to submit amicus briefs.
 The amicus brief resulted to support the 
plaintiffs in the landmark Perry v. Hollingsworth 
case, which disputes the constitutionality of the 
Proposition 8 legislation in California that pro-
hibits same-sex couples from marrying. The Su-
preme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments 
in the case on March 26-27.
 The brief included PFLAG families sharing their 
first-hand perspectives and the impact they face 
due to the law’s lack of equal protection toward 
same-sex couples as well as the entire family.
 Three generations of Neubeckers participated 
in the national campaign. PFLAG members Mike 
and Janice Neubecker, their son Lee and Lee’s 
partner, David Neubecker, and one of David and 
Lee’s two children, Braiden, traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., from Michigan and the near west 
suburbs of the Chicagoland area to speak on be-
half of PFLAG families everywhere.
 “This is really important because it’s a mes-
sage to the court of why my son and his partner 
should be allowed to get married,” Mike said. 
“It’s very personal and this is an important case. 
My wife and I have lived in foreign countries, 
we’ve lived in several states across the country, 
and we’ve never had to get remarried in another 
country or another state because of not recog-
nizing our marriage. It’s universally accepted 
and I want nothing less for my son and my son-
in-law. They are not second-class people, they’re 
not second-class citizens, and their love is not 
second class.”
 Mike calls David his son-in-law as he stands as 
an optimist on the future of same-sex marriage. 
Speaking at the press conference, Mike said he 
felt privileged to be part of the amicus brief for 
PFLAG. 

 More than the facing the issue of marriage 
equality as a couple, David and Lee are con-
cerned about having their marriage recognized 
for the sake of their children, Braiden and Mi-
chael, whom they adopted from foster care three 
and a half years ago. The couple, who live in 
Chicago’s west suburbs and who married in Cali-
fornia in 2004, explains they want to protect 
their family and be treated the same as any 
other family in America.
 “It’s been difficult for our family in some 
ways because we’ve spent so much time build-
ing up a feeling of trust and safety with our 
kids,” said David. “Given our backgrounds, the 
public debate of the validity of our family has 
caused our children to feel somewhat insecure. 
They’ve questioned whether they were going to 
be removed from their home because they hear 
that the government doesn’t support our mar-
riage and when they’re processing that in their 
minds, they’re worried they’re going to be taken 
away from us.”
 According to Lee and David, the family feels 
supported within the community they live in 
and they participate in all the same everyday 
activities such as baseball practices, Girl Scout 
meetings, volunteering at school, grocery shop-
ping, and doctor’s appointments. However, when 
it comes to filling out various school or gov-
ernment forms, they say they feel degraded as 
a couple and the children are confused with a 
feeling of insecurity as they are forced to select 
the “single” option. 
 “It forces us to answer the questions in a way 
that’s legally valid, which is repudiation of our 
relationship,” said Lee. “It’s not lying; it’s a mis-
representation in terms of how we feel.”
 Lee and David have been active in the fight for 
gay rights since they were teens. Now they are 
part of the Illinois marriage equality campaign. 
When watching president Obama’s inauguration 
speech, they noticed 10-year-old Braiden com-
prehending and getting excited especially when 
she heard him say he supported gays and lesbi-
ans’ ability to get married. She reacted with a 
fist pump and cheer. 
 “I was proud she was so excited about that, 

but it was also a wake-up call that she was really 
in tune to the issue and she was realizing we are 
treated differently,” said David. “We’ve tried to 
protect them as much as possible from that, as 
any parent would. I think that’s galvanized us 
more in just wanting to have our family treated 
the same as any other family and to provide that 
additional security for our child that any parent 
would want.”
 Braiden took action. She wrote a letter ex-
pressing her personal feelings about her family 
and the issue of marriage equality. Her grandfa-
ther presented the letter at the press conference. 
It has also been published and shared in various 
other forums, including Windy City Times. A shy 
child by nature, as her dads describe her, this 
letter was a significant step and they are proud 
to see her stand up for her beliefs with courage. 
 “I thought of things I felt and they [her dads] 
felt,” said Braiden of the content in her letter. 
“It’s changing people that think that gay rights 
shouldn’t be right.”

 According to Lee and David she is learning she 
can stand up for not just herself, but she can 
stand up for her family and have a voice and 
that that voice can be heard and respected. Lee 
anticipates his children’s’ story is unique and 
may be just the type of story that can change an 
uncertain Republican or Democrat’s perspective. 
 “Quite often the adults look at this issue from 
an adult perspective and they get very wrapped 
up in what it means from a historical perspec-
tive and what it means in different religious 
bodies, but when you look at it from the eyes 
of a 10-year-old, they really kind of bring it all 
into focus—treating families fairly, treating one 
another the way you would want to be treated,” 
said David. “You could say it much more simply 
than that and have it make so much sense. I 
think Braiden’s been able to bring some clarity 
to the issue that’s gotten lost.”
 See Braiden’s original essay at www.windycity-
mediagroup.com/lgbt/VIEWPOINTS-My-family-
and-marriage-equality/41581.html.

PflAG National
submits amicus brief
with family voice

From left (in front): Mike, Janice, David and Braiden neubecker. Photo from Lee neubecker

Study: 6 million 
have lGBts parents
By DAnA ruDOLPH
KEEn nEWs sErviCE

As many as 6 million adults and children in 
the United States have an LGBT parent, and 
an estimated 3 million LGBT Americans have 
had a child at some point in their lives, ac-
cording to an analysis released Feb. 27 by the 
Williams Institute of UCLA.
 Including single and married or partnered 
LGBT people, the study found that nearly half 
of LGBT women and a fifth of LGBT men under 
age 50 are currently raising a child.
 This new report also reinforces an emerg-
ing picture of LGBT families as racially and 
ethnically diverse, and living in places and in 
economic conditions that contradict popular 
impressions.
 The study, “LGBT Parenting in the United 
States,” by Distinguished Scholar at the Wil-
liams Institute Gary Gates, also comes at a 
time when issues of parenting have been 
implicated in the historic marriage equality 
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.
 Gates used multiple data sources, including 
Census 2010, the Census Bureau’s 2011 Amer-
ican Community Survey (ACS), the 2008/2010 
General Social Survey (the most frequently 
analyzed data source in the social sciences 
after the Census), and the Gallup Daily Track-
ing Survey.
 The study found that more than 125,000 
same-sex couple households in the U.S. are 
raising nearly 220,000 children. These in-
clude more than 111,000 same-sex couple 
households raising an estimated 170,000 
biological, step, or adopted children, as well 
as households that include minors who are 
grandchildren, siblings of an adult, foster 
children, or others.
 And despite the prevailing image of same-
sex parents on television as white and upper 
middle-class (e.g., on ABC’s Modern Family 
and NBC’s The New Normal), same-sex parents 
are more likely to be people of color (39 per-
cent) compared to different-sex parents (36 
percent).
 LGBT parents are also more likely to be 
struggling economically than non-LGBT ones. 
Single LGBT adults raising children are three 
times as likely to report household incomes 
near the poverty threshold; married or part-
nered LGBT individuals raising children are 
twice as likely as likely to be near the poverty 
threshold.
 Gates explains the economic difference by 
noting that LGBT parents are more likely to 
have characteristics associated with a greater 
chance of being in poverty, such as being fe-
male, younger, and a racial/ethnic minority.
LGBT couples raising children live in every 
state—but the states with the highest per-

centage of same-sex couples raising children 
are not the more liberal coastal states like 
California, New York, and Massachusetts. Mis-
sissippi and Wyoming lead the way, with over 
one quarter of the LGBT couples there raising 
children, followed by Alaska, Idaho, Montana, 
Kansas, North Dakota, Arkansas, South Dako-
ta and Oklahoma, each with over 20 percent.
 The Williams study also found that same-
sex couples raising children are four times as 
likely as different-sex couples to be raising 
an adopted child, and six times as likely to 
be raising a foster child. An estimated 16,000 
same-sex couples are raising more than 
22,000 adopted children, and 2,600 same-sex 
couples are raising 3,400 foster children.
 LGBT parents can petition for joint adop-
tion statewide in only 18 states plus the 
District of Columbia, and are restricted from 
doing so in five states.
 Adam Pertman, executive director of the 
Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, said 
in an e-mail interview that, “We know from 
research and experience that [LGBT] families 
function well and that the outcomes for their 
children are good—and now we know just 
how significant the numbers have become. All 
that says to me that it’s time—past time—to 
bring policy and practice into alignment with 
reality on the ground.”
 The Williams report also found a connection 
between relationship status and children. 
Same-sex couples who consider themselves to 
be spouses are more than twice as likely to 
be raising biological, step, or adopted chil-
dren compared to those who say that they 
are unmarried partners (31 percent versus 14 
percent).
 This analysis comes just weeks before the 
U.S. Supreme Court is set to take up a pair of 
cases about marriage equality. Opponents of 
marriage equality have filed briefs claiming 
that it is different-sex couples’ unique ability 
to procreate that warrants giving them sole 
access to marriage rights, in order to encour-
age and regulate stable environments for 
raising children. They also say that children 
do best when raised by both a mother and a 
father.
 Gates said in an email interview that he 
included information from his study in am-
icus briefs he submitted to the court in both 
cases.
 In the interview, he addressed the procre-
ation issue by pointing out that that roughly 
two out of three kids being raised by same-
sex couples have a biological connection to 
at least one of the parents.
 Even more importantly, he said, “Many 
same-sex couples with children look, at least 
demographically, very similar to different-sex 
couples raising kids, yet are treated differ-
ently under the law.”
 ©Copyright 2013 by Keen news service. 
All rights reserved.
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By rOss FOrMAn
 
She proved her 2009 election as 3rd Ward alder-
man in Berwyn was no fluke, winning re-election 
despite a snowstorm that blanketed the area on 
Feb. 26.
 The storm was fitting, as Marge Paul’s first 
term also included three major floods and a bliz-
zard.
 “I am thrilled,” Paul said. “I ran with some 
marvelous people in 2009, and certainly relied 
on their campaign structure to help me out and 
give me the [best] way of going about doing 
it. This year, I ran with a small, independent 
party—the Independent Voters of Berwyn—but, 
unfortunately, that [group] kind of disbanded, 
and I was left [to] campaign on my own.”
 So she relied on two classes she’s taken from 
Wellstone which, as its website boasts, is “the 
premier training center for the progressive 
movement.”
 “I learned [through the Wellstone classes] 
how to be my own campaign manager, be a bet-
ter candidate, and more,” Paul said. “I used all 
of the advice that they gave in those two work-
shops, and was successful.”
 Paul, 57, grew up in Detroit and moved to sub-
urban Crete in 1979. She has lived in Berwyn 
for 30 years and been with her partner, MaryLu 
Hahn, an attorney, for 33 years, and they have 
two dogs.
 Also an attorney, Paul has worked as an ad-
ministrative assistant at a property management 
company in Oak Brook since last July.
 Paul represents about 5,000 Berwyn residents, 
where her alderman duties often include calls 
about the stray animals, graffiti on garages, the 
lack of garbage pickup and more.
 “I had a lot of neighbors ask me to run again; 
they felt I had done a good job representing 
them and were proud of the work that I had 
done,” Paul said. 
 That led to decision-time for Paul—run as an 
independent, or as a democrat?
 She went the democrat route and won the late 
February voting 
 The general election in Berwyn is April 9, and 
Paul is unopposed.
 “I’m grateful that my neighbors came out in a 
snowstorm,” and voted, she said. “I’m still get-
ting lots of calls and emails from neighbors, to 
congratulate me.”
 And Paul is planning to meet with many of 

those same neighbors—“to hear what their 
hopes and dreams are for the next four years, 
[and] to see how I can help them come true,” 
she said. “I’m looking forward to the next four 
years.”
 Paul said Berwyn’s LGBT community is ever-
expanding, especially in her ward. “This is a very 
attractive part of Berwyn [for LGBT, those] with 
or without families,” she said. “I am a pretty 
visible part of the community, and they’re proud 
of me, and that makes me proud.
 “My neighbors know MaryLu, and they accept 
us. Those neighbors who just learn that I am a 
lesbian, well, they don’t have a problem with 
it.”
 Paul received 66 percent of the vote.
 “It’s very gratifying to know that, in Berwyn, 
[LGBT] are just part of the bunch,” Paul said. “I 
have wonderful neighbors. We have the kind of 
neighborhood that people talked about back in 
the 1950s, where neighbors invite you over [to 
their house] for dinner, and [there are regular, 
well-attended] parties in people’s backyards.”
 Still, Paul said gay Berwyn wasn’t always as 
accepting. Twenty years ago, things were dif-
ferent, she said. “It was an unfortunate time 
because we had people in Berwyn who thought 
there were no gays or lesbians who lived in 
town; we weren’t a cohesive group then,” she 
said. “Now, the business community is very sup-
portive and truly embraces the LGBT communi-
ty.”
 The Berwyn Development Corporation, which 
helps local business development, has gone to 
Northalsted Market Days for years to promote 
Berwyn to the LGBT community.
 Paul said she has “many families in close prox-
imity to my home that also are LGBT.” In fact, 
gay neighbors recently had a well-attended civil 
union. “That was remarkable, something that 
I’m sure many thought never would happen in 
Berwyn,” Paul said. “The culture here has con-
siderably changed over the past 25 or 30 years. 
Berwyn is becoming much more diverse and 
much more inclusive. People should come check 
us out.”
 So, will Paul and Hahn get married, if the bill 
passes in Illinois?
 “We’re keeping an eye on Springfield and hop-
ing very much that the marriage act passes. It 
certainly would make our legal life much easier,” 
Paul said.

Marge Paul earns
four more years
in Berwyn

Berwyn Ald. Margaret “Marge” Paul. Photo courtesy of Paul.

By KATE sOsin

A flurry of statements from lawmakers and 
advocates pushing for the passage of equal 
marriage in Illinois suggests that a final vote 
on the measure is likely fast-approaching.
 March 4 was slotted as a “day of action” 
for LGBT groups, with phone banks happening 
throughout the state. 
 Sponsors of the bill have said that they 
would not call for a full House vote until they 
had the votes secured. 
 Just days after the bill passed out of the 
House Executive Committee, LGBT leaders 
have begun emailing constituents asking 
them to support a “final push” on the bill. 
Bernard Cherkasov, CEO of Equality Illinois, 
had previously stated to a vote on the bill 
could come early in March but said that time-
line depended entirely on securing the votes.
 On Feb. 28, House sponsor Greg Harris wrote 
to supporters and told them he was willing to 
“put it all on the line” to pass the bill.
 “The House vote on SB10 will likely happen 
any day now,” Harris wrote. “Our opponents 
are working feverishly to defeat this legisla-
tion and we need your help to continue our 
forward momentum.”
 Harris called on backers to contact their 
representatives. Senate sponsor Heather Ste-
ans echoed that call.
 “The vote in the House is going to be close, 
and we can’t afford to lose a single vote,” 
Steans wrote. 
 According to the Quad-City Times, Gov. Pat 
Quinn told reporters late last month that the 
bill did not have the needed 60 votes to pass. 
He said he would be calling lawmakers per-
sonally and asking for their support.
 A Chicago Magazine analysis suggested that 
the bill had 14 definite “yes” votes and 29 
likely votes. An additional 20 are up for grabs, 
the magazine said.
 Windy City Times calculated 44 expected 
“yes” votes, with 16 that could vote “yes.”
 Sources suggest that sponsors are closing 
in on 60 votes, but the bill is also expected 
to face tough opposition. 
 Opponents have been rallying against the 
bill, and some lawmakers who backed civil 
unions appear to be hesitating on the mar-
riage issue. 
 Rep. Jack Franks of Woodstock, whose posi-
tion has seemed unclear, was the target of 
a recent demonstration against the bill, said 
Richard Small, a gay constituent.
 Small said that between 50-100 people 
picketed outside Franks’ office during a mid-

morning demonstration against same-sex 
marriage in late February.
 Democrat Luis Arroyo, who backed civil 
unions and voted for the marriage bill in com-
mittee, said he was unlikely to vote for the 
measure on the House floor due to religious 
beliefs.
 However, activists anticipate support in ex-
pected places as well. They anticipate that 
some who voted against civil unions, includ-
ing Republicans, could vote for the measure, 
as public opinion shifts rapidly on the mar-
riage issue. In some cases, that has meant 
that LGBT groups are working on firming up 
votes in surprising places. That has LGBT 
leaders calling on supporters to push their 
representatives towards a “yes” vote, even if 
that vote seems unlikely. 
 Illinois Unites for Marriage hosted “March 
Forth” events throughout the state on March 
4. More information is available at www.illi-
noisunites.org/events.

Pat Brady facing 
backlash for
marriage stance
By KATE sOsin

Illinois Republican Chair Pat Brady is staring 
down a push to expel him in the continued 
fallout over his support for equal marriage in 
Illinois.
 According to multiple reports, the Republi-
can State Central Committee will take up the 
possibility of ousting Brady at special March 
9 meeting in Tinley Park. 
 Brady voiced his support for same-sex mar-
riage during January’s lame-duck session as 
sponsors were readying to make a first run at 
passing the legislation. 
 “More and more Americans understand that 
if two people want to make a lifelong com-
mitment to each other, government should 
not stand in their way,” Brady said in a state-
ment in January.
 The January attempt to pass the bill fell 
short, but Brady has since been dogged by 
fellow conservatives who say he acted against 
the best interests of the party. 
 Both the Chicago Sun-Times and the Chi-
cago Tribune published columns against the 
ouster.
 Despite mounting pressure to step down, 
Brady has stood firm on his stance.
 Brady could not be reached immediately for 
comment.

Advocates call for ‘final 
push’ on marriage bill

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
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All roads lead to April 9 for Mark Tendam, when 
Evanston’s openly gay 6th Ward alderman is up 
for re-election—and his calendar already has 
more than 20 events scheduled with, no doubt, 
more to be added.
 And that’s just professional commitments. Per-
sonally, Tendam and his partner of 20-plus years, 
litigator Neal Moglin, have eagerly watched 
same-sex marriage debates in the state. After 
all, the two had a civil union in June 2011, im-
mediately after it became legal in Illinois. Plus, 
last November, the two had a Jewish wedding 
at Beth Emet Synagogue in Evanston, attended 
by family, friends, elected officials such as Jan 
Schakowsky, and almost the entire City Council 
of Evanston.
 “It’s been very busy since the first week in 
January. However, I have a lot more hands-on 
support than I did four years ago when I man-
aged my own campaign,” said Tendam, who 
turned 58 on Feb. 24. “My team and I have been 
busy laying the groundwork for what I believe 
will be a very busy and successful campaign.
 “It seems like my term has gone by quickly 
and the 2009 Council has accomplished a great 
deal, and that I’ve brought good projects to the 
6th Ward. But there’s so much more I can do. 
My priorities for the next four years are to con-
tinue with an emphasis on economic develop-
ment. Over the past four years I have helped 
small businesses, [such as] the Old Neighbor-
hood Grill, the Central Street Café and Curt’s 
Café, succeed in my ward. As a member of the 
city’s economic development committee, I can 
help establish new businesses throughout city.
 “I’ve made good on my promise of four years 
ago—to help make the ward safer for the large 
number of children, seniors and mobility-im-
paired residents. I’ve secured funds for improv-
ing sidewalks and streetscape along Central 
Street, installing speed-monitoring signs and 
constructing badly needed crosswalks. Pedes-
trian accidents in Evanston and the 6th Ward 
have decreased 50 percent.”
 When property crime increased in his ward, 
Tendam secured additional police patrols and 
helped residents and police establish 10 neigh-
borhood watch groups, he said. “These efforts 
greatly reduced residential and vehicle burglar-
ies.”

 “I have worked hard to improve communica-
tions and cooperation among my fellow alder-
men, city staff and residents. As a result, we 
have made real progress on difficult issues like 
making a meaningful down payment on the pen-
sion fund shortfall and saving the North Branch 
Library.”
 Tendam was elected in April 2009, replacing 
retiring Ald. Edmund Moran. He won by about 
100 votes. His then-opponent, Mark Sloane, is 
Tendam’s same opponent this year. Christopher 
Hart also ran in 2009.
 “A little over two weeks into my first term, I 
was on a plane to Los Angeles to spend a couple 
days with one of the three remaining candidates 
for city manager,” Tendam said. “Along with 
the senior alderman that I traveled with, I was 
able to convince the other members of Council 
to unanimously vote for [the] current manager. 
One of the first amendments I worked on was 
to provide partner benefits to gay couples and 
unmarried straight couples. 
 “During the first budget approval, along with 
two other aldermen, I led the struggle to keep 
open the branch libraries. We have held the line 
in subsequent budgets and Evanston has now 
adopted the library fund model, one of the two 
options required by the State of Illinois.
 “For a longtime, the 6th Ward was known as 
the most conservative. I don’t know if many are 
making that distinction anymore. I am alder-
man for the largest population and the largest 
voter turnout of all nine wards. The 6th repre-
sents about 20 percent of Evanston’s total voter 
turnout. Staying connected to that many people 
keeps me busy. I’ve enjoyed seeing a boom in 
young families moving into the Ward, [which is] 
partly because we have two of the most respect-
ed elementary schools. We also have three large 
senior campuses.”
 In 2009, Tendam’s sexual orientation was rare-
ly discussed, although he spoke openly about 
his husband. “The LGBT community offers a lot 
of training and support for openly gay politi-
cians,” Tendam said. “I participated in the Vic-
tory Fund’s annual training program and have 
stayed in touch with them since. I like being an 
example for LGBT youth and even their parents 
who may wonder what the future holds for their 
children.”
 Tendam is the first openly gay politician elect-

ed in Evanston.
 “It’s important that the LGBT community has 
representation in city government, but it has 
not been much of an issue. The mayor [of Evan-
ston], city manager and fellow aldermen are very 
supportive,” he said.
 In fact, Tendam said being gay has never im-
pacted his political career or any career aspira-
tions.
 “I’m doing exactly what I want to do, and 
making things better at the local level can make 
an immediate and personal difference in peo-
ple’s lives,” he said.
 Tendam tagged Dick Durbin and Jan Scha-
kowsky as some of his political role models as 
each has represented “faithfully and tirelessly,” 
he said. “A relative newcomer [to politics is my] 
good friend 6th Ward resident and State Sena-
tor, Daniel Biss, [who] has already made a big 
impact in Springfield and has always been out-
spoken about gay rights, especially marriage 
equality. Debra Shore has made the MWRD Board 
a much more forward-thinking organization. I’m 
also very proud of my old friend Tom Tunney. I’ve 
know Tom since the mid-1980s. At that time, 
he may have had ideas of becoming an elected 
official, but I certainly didn’t. Tom has done so 
much for Chicago’s LGBT community.”
 Tendam and Moglin had their civil union 20 
years to the day after their first date—a party 
that Moglin invited Tendam to at Roscoe’s. “I 
don’t think the civil union changed much for 
us,” Tendam said. “We had, for a long time, 
shared socks and bank accounts—just not bath-
rooms.
 “We often joke that the key to our success has 
been separate bathrooms, and there probably is 
some truth in that. We give each other space 
and respect each other’s likes and dislikes that 
we may not share.”
 

 The two first met at a party and, well, it wasn’t 
exactly love at first sight.
 “I remember chatting for a little bit. Neal 
didn’t have much respect for a group I was in-
volved with, CPNA, [the] Chicago Professional 
Network Association, and he made that clear. I 
told him that the only networking I was doing 
with that organization was finding guys to go 
out with,” Tendam said. “That honesty may have 
given me some redemption.”
 Six months later, ironically, Moglin was pitch-
ing the AIDS Legal Council to the fundraising 
committee of CPNA. “A few days later, we ran 
into each other at Roscoe’s,” Tendam said. “I 
told him that [the] AIDS Legal Council was get-
ting the money and he thanked me for not ‘nark-
ing’ on him. He invited me to a party,” and the 
rest is history.
 Tendam, a graphic designer, has lived in Evan-
ston for 15 years. He was the president to the 
Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV) Board from 
1998 to 2006. 
 “Just after Neal and I moved to Evanston, I 
ran into a BEHIV board member who was doing 
what all good board members do, recruit new 
board members. Neal had served with him on the 
AIDS Legal Council board, so he made a serious 
pitch,” Tendam said. “He got me instead of Neal. 
I had never served on a board, just committees 
for fundraising. So it was good timing.
 “What I didn’t know was that our friend was 
leaving the BEHIV board and that the board 
[was] falling apart. It had more or less hit a wall 
at 10 years of service.”
 Six months later, Tendam was elected board 
president.
 Tendam also has been an advocate and mul-
tiple youth services, such as Evanston’s Youth 
Job Center, the McGaw YMCA, Y.O.U. and others. 
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Lesléa Newman
October Mourning

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Mark Tendam. Photo by Hal Baim

Marriage bill 
passes out of 
house committee
By KATE sOsin

A bill that would legalize same-sex marriage 
in Illinois is headed for a full House vote, 
after it passed out of committee Feb. 26.
 The House Executive Committee voted 6-5 
in favor of the Religious Freedom and Mar-
riage Fairness Act.
 It will now face a full vote on the House 
floor. The Senate passed the bill on Valen-
tine’s Day. If the House passes the bill, it will 
be sent to Gov. Pat Quinn to sign.
 Openly gay bill sponsor Rep. Greg Harris 
started off the hearing, discussing the many 
ways that civil unions have fallen short for 
LGBT couples. He noted that earlier in the 
day, top U.S. Republicans had signed onto a 
brief urging the Supreme Court to strike down 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act, which 
bans the recognition of same-sex marriages.
 Harris drove home exemptions in the bill for 
religious institutions.
 Testifying was Rev. B. Herbert Martin of the 
Progressive Community Church. He said the 
bill lived up to its name by protecting reli-
gious freedom.
 “I call on you this evening to protect all 
Illinois residents under the law,” Martin said.
 Dr. Rev. Otis Moss of Trinity United Church 
of Christ said that lawmakers should not con-
fuse “rites” with “rights.”
 “We are called to live our faith, and not 
legislate our faith,” Moss said.
 Moss argued that the bill enhanced the 
state’s values that all should be treated 
equally under the law.
 Also testifying were Ryan Cannon and 
Daphne Scott-Henderson, a plaintiff couple 
in a lawsuit that also seeks to overturns the 
ban on same-sex marriage.
 Dr. Laura Berk, professor of psychology at 

Illinois State University pointed out that ma-
jor mental health organizations in the U.S. 
had found that gay parents to be as effective 
parents as heterosexual parents.
 Jim Covington of the Illinois State Bar As-
sociation also spoke in favor of the bill from 
a legal perspective.
 “It is about three things: freedom, fairness 
and marriage,” Covington argued.
 Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse argued that the 
bill threatened the best interests of children.
 “We have reason to doubt the cheerful 
optimism that you just heard,” Morse said, 
stating that the bill threatened “structural 
injustice” against children.
 Linda Jahneke of Rescue Ministries testified 
that she had formerly been gay but was no 
longer. She said that when she was “homo-
sexual,” she did not experience deprivations 
under the law.
 Kelly Frederick, of the Alliance Defending 
Freedom, said that the bill failed to protect 
religious freedom. She noted that Catholic 
Charities lost its state adoption contracts 
after the charities refused to place children 
with same-sex civil union spouses.
 Rep. Luis Arroyo, a Democrat, said he did 
not want to be an obstacle for the bill getting 
to floor but that he opposed it due to reli-
gious objections and his constituent desires. 
He said he would vote it out of committee, 
but would vote “no” later.
 Voting for the bill were Daniel Burke, Rob-
ert Rita, Greg Harris (replacing Edward Ace-
vedo), Toni Berrios, Keith Farnham and Luis 
Arroyo. 
 Voting “no” was Mike Bost (replacing Ed 
Sullivan, Jr.), Renee Kosel, Joe Sosnowski, 
Michael Tryon and Democrat Eddie Lee Jack-
son, Sr.
 Apart from Jackson, the committee voted 
along party lines. 
 The measure is expected to face its tough-
est challenge on the House floor, its last hur-
dle before it is sent to Gov. Pat Quinn’s desk. 
Quinn strongly supports the measure.

Gay evanston pol
eyes re-election

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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By KATE sOsin

LGBT people have long protested Salvation Army 
for anti-gay stances, but a controversy brew-
ing in the city’s Uptown neighborhood may be 
turning out LGBT support for Salvation Army 
services.
 Openly gay 46th Ward Ald. James Cappleman 
is under fire following a Chicago Sun-Times re-
port that stated that Cappleman ordered a Sal-
vation Army truck, which typically distributes 
free meals and other social services, to leave the 
neighborhood.
 Cappleman denies that version of events.
 The controversy started March 2 when Sun-
Times columnist Mark Brown wrote that the al-
derman ordered the Salvation Army mobile food 
truck to stop serving meals in the neighborhood.
 According to Brown, Capt. Nancy Powers, head 
of the Salvation Army’s homeless program in Chi-
cago, said that Cappleman, “decided he felt the 
unit was pulling homeless into the area, and he 
does not want us to feed them.”
 Powers initially said the truck would be leav-
ing the area. She later reversed that stance after 
a flood of supportive calls, stating that the truck 
would stay at Wilson and Marine as it was legally 
allowed, according to a DNA Info report.
 Cappleman has taken heat in recent months 
for other issues impacting low-income people in 
his ward. The recent sale and pending closure of 
the  Chateau Hotel, one of the city’s dwindling 
single-room-occupancy (SRO) hotels, sparked 
public outcry from housing activists who blamed 
Cappleman for failing to maintain affordable 
housing options in his ward. Cappleman coun-
tered that the building is too unsafe to inhabit.
 The latest fray with Salvation Army has 
sparked backlash against Cappleman, especial-
ly from LGBT people who organized a protest 
against him for March 6. More than 150 people 
on Facebook have said they will attend the dem-
onstration.
 “Poverty, homelessness and hunger are a real-
ity for a growing number of people in Chicago 
and across the country,” the event page for the 
protest reads. “We need to DEAL with this real-
ity, not try to push it out of our view and ignore 
it.”
 In a statement released to media outlets, 
Cappleman said that he was concerned that the 
mobile food truck was creating a “disincentive 

to those in need of sustained help.” 
 But Cappleman, a former social worker, said 
that he never asked the Salvation Army truck to 
leave the neighborhood. 
 “There’s just no element of truth to it,” Cap-
pleman said. 
 He alleges that it was Salvation Army repre-
sentatives who walked out of the March 1 meet-
ing, offended by his suggestions and requests 
for data on outcomes. 
 Cappleman said he has been working with area 
social services providers for months in an effort 
to cut back on duplicated services and make the 
most of the community’s resources. 
 He said the meeting with Salvation Army was 
an attempt to strategize on chronic homeless-
ness in the area, not to push the truck out of the 
neighborhood.
 “My entire life—much of it—has been work-
ing with the most disenfranchised,” Cappleman 
said. “Why would my values suddenly disappear 
when I became alderman?”
  The protest against Cappleman is scheduled 
for March 6 at 5 p.m. at his office, 4544 N. 
Broadway.

Cappleman taking
heat for Salvation Army
truck departure

Dawn Clark netsch was honored by Planned Parenthood at a celebration of the 40th anniver-
sary of roe v. Wade in January, 2013. Photo by Erica Demarest

trans man from Idhr
complaint attending
mediation with spa
By KATE sOsin

A transgender man who filed a complaint 
against a spa that refused to allow him use of 
the men’s shower facilities will attend media-
tion with the spa.
 Levi Pine, a transgender Chicagoan, is ex-
pected to meet with King Spa & Sauna three 
months after the spa kicked him out because 
other customers had complained about Pine.
 Pine filed a complaint against the spa with 
Illinois Department of Human Rights (IDHR) 
after the spa declined to allow him use of the 
men’s shower facilities, offering him a private 
room instead. When Pine declined, he was 
told to leave.
  As part of Pine’s complaint process IDHR 
will host a mediation between Pine and King 
Spa on March 19. 
 King Spa did not immediately respond to a 
request to comment.

 The spa previously told Windy City Times 
that it did not know of a fairer policy than 
the one it already had in space. “The naked 
man in the women’s spa: that is equal? I 
don’t think so,” said a manager who identi-
fied himself only as John. 
 Pine said he wants access to the same fa-
cilities used by other customers. He said he 
hopes that the spa will change course on its 
transgender policy.
 “The best-case scenario is they agree to 
provide the exact same service to all guests 
regardless of their gender identity or presen-
tation,” Pine said. 
 Pine noted that apart from his own case, 
other transgender people have reported simi-
lar problems in spas and gym locker rooms.
 The Fairfax Times recently reported on the 
case of Riya Suising, a runner who was kicked 
out of a Virginia Spa because of her gender 
presentation. 
 Pine said that after the King Spa incident, 
a friend tried to plan a queer-friendly trip to 
another spa, only to find that that spa had a 
similar policy.

Dawn Clark Netsch—a former Illinois comp-
troller and state senator, the first woman to 
win the Democratic nomination for governor 
and a longtime LGBT ally—died March 5 at 86, 
the Chicago Tribune reported.
 Netsch had disclosed in January that she 
had been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease.
 In 2011, she talked with Windy City Times 
(www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Dawn-
Clark-Netsch-Gay-ally-looks-back/34161.
html). She said that she became an advocate 
for LGBT rights because she and husband Wal-
ter (who died in 2008) had gay friends and 
because she was a civil libertarian.
 Regarding same-sex marriage, she said, “We 

will reach a point where I think marriage is 
not prohibited anywhere. That’s not going to 
happen quite in my lifetime. I think we’ll add 
a few more states in my life, but it’s going to 
take a while.”
 In 1995, Netsch was inducted into the Chi-
cago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame as a friend 
of the community.
 This past January, Planned Parenthood hon-
ored Netsch when it marked the 40th anniver-
sary of the Roe v. Wade decision that legalized 
abortion.
 Netsch was also a professor emeritus at 
Northwestern University School of Law.

dawn Clark Netsch dies at 86

The Clarence Darrow Commemorative Committee
invites you to participate in its annual wreath-tossing and

symposium commemorating Darrow.

Saturday, March 13, 2010
10 a.m.-noon

A tribute on the 75th anniversary of Darrow’s death

The Bridge to Darrow:
Labor & Race Relations Today

Tom Geoghegan
Juan Perea
Anita Weinberg

Tom Geoghegan is a partner at the law firm of Despres, Schwartz and
Geoghegan. His litigation work focuses on public interest, labor and employ-
ment law.  Geoghegan is the author of a number of books including Which
Side Are You On, an eloquent plea for the relevance of organized labor in America.

Juan Perea is a Professor of Law at Loyola University Chicago School of Law and is visiting at John Marshall Law School
as the Distinguished Lee Chair in Constitutional Law. His teaching and writing focuses on race and race relations,
 constitutional law, and employment law.

Anita Weinberg, daughter of Darrow biographers Arthur and Lila Weinberg, and director of the ChildLaw Policy
Institute at Loyola University Chicago School of Law will set the stage with a brief look at the range of Darrow’s ideals
as they relate to current events.  This winter the University of Chicago Press reissued Arthur Weinberg’s bestselling
book, Attorney for the Damned, on the 55th anniversary of its publication.  The book is a compilation of Darrow’s
 summations to juries in which he eloquently challenged society’s injustices.

Darrow, who died March 13, 1938, is remembered for his crusading role as “attorney for the damned” in such contro-
versial cases as the Scopes Monkey Trial, the Leopold and Loeb murder case, and the pardoning of the Haymarket
anarchists. Darrow’s death was memorialized throughout the world. The Darrow Bridge, where his ashes (and later those
of his wife Ruby and son Paul) were scattered, was dedicated to his memory by the Chicago Park District in 1957. 
_______________________________________________________

Please join us at 10 a.m. at the Clarence Darrow Bridge in Jackson Park  for the traditional wreath-tossing and brief speeches to
commemorate Darrow; the Symposium begins at 10:45 a.m. in the Museum of Science and Industry: The NEW Columbian Room.
Beverages and rolls will be served. (The Darrow Bridge is behind the Museum of Science and Industry: Driving south on Lake Shore
Drive, pass the light at 57th Drive and turn right at the next light [Science Drive]. You will come almost immediately to Columbia
Drive. If you turn left and follow Columbia Drive there is parking near the bridge. You may park near the OmniMax Theater and walk
south to the bridge. Parking is only free by the bridge.)

For further information about the speakers, see www.darrowbridge.org
For further info call Tracy Baim 773-387-2394

Wed., March 13, 2013
10 a.m.-noon

Clarence Darrow
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the u.s. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, research 
Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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VIEWPOINTS

reviewing 
in the dark
In a movie review you might find fleshed out 
descriptions of the whizzing visuals on screen 
or the tickle of a green screen effect. After all, 
reviewers write what they see in a movie.
 A film has everything from vibrant camera work 
to catchy credits with high-class animations. My 
attention, however, isn’t focused on the shiny 
effects, the green screen effects, or the makeup 
because I don’t see any of that when I sit down 
to review a movie for magazines and newspa-
pers. I’m a blind film critic evaluating a different 
aspect of a movie or play at a theater that many 
people don’t know about. Instead of focusing on 
the stunning visuals I evaluate the word choice, 
tone of voice, and emphasis pauses in a special 
service for the blind and visually impaired, now 
steadily growing to a never-before-seen avail-
ability that helps me to do what I do called au-
dio description.
 Audio description is a service for the blind and 
the visually impaired that describes key visual 
elements of a program in between natural paus-
es in the movies soundtrack. Audio description 
describes costumes, gestures, scene changes 
and facial expressions.
 When reviewing a movie, reviewers pick apart 
the movie as if it were an interesting molecule. 
They evaluate camera effects and makeup. I 
evaluate clarity, accuracy and word choice. I es-
pecially take careful attention to how the audio 
description describes a good-looking man, for 
example. Being gay, my vital ear is always tuned 
in extra hard to a description of a hunky African 
American on the screen who could potentially 
be my soul mate if I was deemed lucky enough 
to actually come into contact with, say, Denzel 
Washington.
 Audio description is both an art and a science. 
The process of describing a film is quite a long 
one. After the filmmakers finish shooting the 
movie, they send it off to whatever company 
they choose that describes movies. Trained de-
scribers watch the movie a minimum of three 
times before carefully compiling a script to 

match the pauses in dialogue. A writer writes 
out the descriptions. When the writer has com-
piled his script, the script, along with the pro-
duced movie are then sent to the audio descrip-
tion production team where a separate digital 
audio track is recorded. The audio describer 
reads the script while watching the movie. Once 
the process is completed, which usually takes 
about a week, the described film is sent back 
to the studio where they distribute it to movie 
theaters, and later on DVD, if the studios decide 
to even put the audio description track on the 
DVD.
 Because audio description is such a careful 
practice it has a lot to review and evaluate. 
How many words is the describer using? Is he 
using too many words when the music could 
speak for the actions? Does the describer have 
appropriate inflections? Is the vocabulary age 
appropriate? Are the words too simple or too 
complicated for this film? All of the above can 
really make a world of difference when a blind 
person is listening to a movie. If there’s a hi-
larious scene happening in a comedy and the 
audio describer keeps using complicated words 
to describe a simple witty action, the audio de-
scription is not good audio description. In that 
case the description detracts the comedy effect 
and it should be critically pointed out.
 A lot of people don’t know about audio de-
scription, newspapers and magazines included. 
Because of this, my pitch, resume, and writing 
samples have to be slightly longer and promi-
nent, making it clear that I’ll be reviewing the 
same movie as everyone else but that I’ll be 
covering it from a different angle. Editors, at 
first, think that I’m going to be doing an audio 
review. Once I explain the aspect of this movie 
or that play at a local theater I’m usually swept 
up like a catch phrase. That being said, I’ve had 
to have all my ducks in a row before pitching 
queries.
 Once I’m on board with other reviewers, there 
are some things that are different and will al-
ways be different about how I operate. Usually 
critics are anonymous. They show up at theaters 
unannounced, hired by marketing companies in 
their city. They have the added advantage of just 
picking a movie and going to see it, stealthily 
using their X ray vision to see through theater’s 
pretenses, good or bad. Since I’m an audio de-
scription critic, using a service that’s just now 
making its way into true mainstream media, I 
have to make sure it’s available. I could review 
a movie without audio description but that 
wouldn’t be fair. How would I review a movie 
where I didn’t know what happened on screen at 

a very crucial point?
 Because I’m in such a specialized field of re-
viewing certain things have to be set in solid 
stone. A movie theater near me has to have au-
dio description. To ensure this, I turn to cap-
tion fish; a service that will find described and 
captioned feature films near you designated by 
zip code. After I gather the information, includ-
ing the date the described film will air, and the 
exact time, I then have to call the theater to 
confirm and see if the online information is ac-
curate. Once everything is cleared, I call ADA 
Paratransit to whisk me on a door-to-door van 
ride to the movie theater, after calling in and 
scheduling a trip 24 hours ahead of time. When I 
get there, the manager, who knows me very well, 
issues me my reviewers ticket, as we call it, and 
I strut into the theater with my audio descrip-
tion FM headset on, ready to dissect the meaty 
goods of a feature flick. For movie theaters that 
have never had me arrive, however, it often 
takes a host of phone calls to the manager, who 
calls my editor, who calls him back and explains 
my validity with the newspaper or magazine and 
special accommodations as far as issuing tickets 
since there’s no standard for audio description 
critics. This could take a few days to a few weeks 
so I’m proud to say that I have patience.
 The people I write for appreciate the differ-
ent scope of opinions. I enjoy bringing a new 
objective opinion to the table about the newest 
hit blockbuster. Even though life as an audio 
description critic can definitely be a barrage of 
telephone calls for confirmation from movie stu-
dios to see if I’m really a critic, zipping emails 
about ticket policies, and slight frustrations 
with ADA Paratransit arriving early or late, I en-
joy using my brain to dissect the unexpected 
as well as shed some light on an accessibility 
angle. 
 Through my reviews, movie studios, readers 
and movie-theater managers get a chance to 
experience a movie through different eyes. The 
reward is not in getting to see a movie before 
others but the reward is lending my appraising 
ears to a medium that has its own form of sight 
in adjectives, nouns and pronouns. I believe my 
work will open readers to new sights and sounds, 
open editors to unique and different perspec-
tives that many can appreciate, and, overall, 
new beams of awareness involving care for ac-
cessibility and careful choice of words.
 robert Kingett is a blind critic who lav-
ishly lives up the single life in Chicago. He 
has been published in a wide array of media. 
visit robert Kingett online and read his work 
at www.robertkingett.com.

LETTERS
Down on the lift

Dear Editor:

I oppose the Boy Scouts of America lifting its 
ban on gays.
 Yes. That’s right. You heard me say it. I op-
posed the Boy Scouts lifting the ban. “What’s 
going through this fag’s head?” you must be 
wondering.
 Well, I have a pretty good historical precedent 
for this. Many of you reading this article are 
too young to remember the ‘80s. But we had a 
very similar case going on in the 80s. Some of 
you may have heard of Catholics and Mormons? 
Through the ‘70s and early ‘80s, they would im-
mediately excommunicate you for being gay. 
Boom. That’s it. You’re out. Actually, it wasn’t 
that simple. They dragged you through their 
sloppy version of a judicial courtroom setting 
just to humiliate you. Then they threw you over-
board and dropped your duffel bag on your head. 
Bye-bye. 

 They soon learned that they had created what 
I term “the Australia Effect.” You may recall that 
Australia was a prison colony that turned into 
a country. People kicked out eventually formed 
their own associations. Gay churches and sup-
port groups popped up. People started to com-
municate and build communities. People started 
to learn that they did not have to be subject to 
the psychological torture the church was doling 
out. “Uh-oh,” they thought. We just lost con-
trol. The effort was euphemistically masked as a 
charitable one: “Oh, we can’t let our sheep get 
lost.” 
 They quit excommunicating as a matter of rou-
tine. It still happened to the very visible clergy 
who got caught in the airport bathroom with 
the baggage handler. But that’s another episode 
of Jerry we’ll watch later. For the most part, 
especially youth, they took the “we love you” 
approach and kept the gay people—especially 
youth, again—inside the church. 
 You may have heard the phrase “love the 
sinner, not the sin.” This was one of their key 

catch phrases—the objective being that while 
they appear to no longer reject and discrimi-
nate against you, they could continue their 
psychological torture, ex-gay ministries, basic 
head-baking, etc. Historic precedence suggests 
the Boy Scouts will eventually learn this as well. 
When they do, they won’t kick out the gays. 
They will just try to convert them into little 
right-wing, fundie-Christian heteros with all the 
head-ba-king that goes with it. 
 Oh, by the way, if you’ve been wondering 
where gay Republicans come from...
 So do our community a favor—especially the 
youth of our community. Do what you can to 
keep gay youth out of the influence of the Boy 
Scouts. Don’t let them take our youth in. They 
will use them to break our community down. 
There are plenty of other opportunities for gay 
youth to learn, grow and build relationships. We 
don’t need to subject them to the torture of yes-
teryear. 
David P. Mansfield
Chicago

ROBERT
KINGETT
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By sCOTT C. MOrGAn
 
There literally is a bear-suit costume in The New 
Colony’s new World War II gay drama The Bear 
Suit of Happiness, now playing at the DANK 
Haus. So any hairy gay men carrying a few extra 
pounds who self-identify as “bears” should know 
that the show isn’t per se about their subset of 
the LGBT community. 
 “We definitely thought about that,” laughed 
Evan Linder, the author of Bear Suit and the 
newly appointed co-artistic director of The New 
Colony. “It’s an actual bear suit on stage.” 
 Linder’s show title is a play on the Declaration 
of Independence expression “the pursuit of hap-
piness,” and it figures into his drama about how 
theatrical drag actually played a part in World 
War II USO shows to entertain the troops.
 “The amazing thing was that it was sanctioned 
by the army and encouraged,” said Linder, who 
did research to create Bear Suit by reading books 
like A Renegade History of the United States and 
Coming Out Under Fire: The History of Gay Men 
and Women in World War II. “They would enlist 
soldiers to appear in these shows and give them 
patterns to turn their army fatigues into ball 
gowns,” he added.
 Like most of the work created by The New 
Colony, the Bear Suit started development more 
than a year ago with actors doing sessions of 
improvisation to create the characters and to 
come up with a possible scenario to tie with the 
history. Linder then spend about seven months 
writing the piece, focusing it on a fictional 
young soldier named Woody who has a violent 
past, but is confronted with the possibility of 
leading a queer life when he gets cast in a show 
and encounters other gay men.

 “He just sees them in rehearsal with their 
guards down and he sees them laughing and jok-
ing and being witty in ways that he feels kind of 
a part of him, but that he’s never been able to 
express,” Linder said. “He has to wade through 
this and say, ‘I think that’s who I am, too.’”
 By pure coincidence, Bear Suit of Happiness 
isn’t the only gay World War II theater piece 
around. Pride Films and Plays is presenting the 
world premiere musical Under a Rainbow Flag 
at The Main Stage of Profiles Theatre later this 
month, and The New Colony has teamed up with 
that company to do some pre-publicity events 
for both their shows. Also, the acclaimed 2010 
off-Broadway musical Yank! A WWII Love Story 
was recently made available for regional licens-
ing, so there’s even more potential for theater 
on gay relationships from the 1940s on the ho-
rizon. 
 “I very specifically waited to read Yank! until 
about three weeks ago just because I was writ-
ing something so similar,” said Linder, a friend 
of David Zellnik who wrote the book and lyrics 
to that musical. “We joked that we might have 
to do a gay World War II rep company.”
 The Bear suit of Happiness continues 
through saturday, March 30, at the DAnK 
Haus, 4740 n. Western Ave. Performances are 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays through saturdays and 
at 2 p.m. sundays. Tickets are $20; visit www.
thenewcolony.org.
 
Conversion cantata?
 Out writer-actor Rob Anderson (Steamwerkz 
The Musical) grew up in a very Republican and 
socially conservative family in New Jersey and 
didn’t come out until he had moved away from 
home. If he had come out when he was in high 

school, Anderson wondered if his parents might 
have tried sending him to a religious-based re-
parative therapy program.
 “I’ve always been interested and found it fun-
ny, but also definitely sad, that these conversion 
programs exist,” said Anderson, the playwright 
and lyricist of Straight Camp: A New Musical 
which starts March 7 at iO Chicago Theater. “I 
thought it would make a very interesting musical 
comedy.”
 In writing the show with composer Mike Ma-
larkey, Anderson drew his inspiration in part 
from books on the subject and the 1999 repara-
tive therapy comedy film But I’m a Cheerleader. 
 “The main character, Whit, is a musical the-
ater prodigy from his small town high school, so 
he sees things through this lens of Broadway,” 
said Anderson noting that decision allowed him 
and Malarkey to write songs that affectionately 
spoof well-known musicals as Whit is sent away 
to a Texan gay-to-straight camp called “Mount 
Saint Cleanliness” run by the effeminate head-
master, Pastor Father. 
 “When I was writing this show, I wanted the 
characters to be as diverse as possible, and not 

necessarily to be gay stereotypes, but outcasts,” 
Anderson said.
 As part of his research, Anderson also emailed 
a number conversion therapy programs in the 
guise of a questioning teenager.
 “They really like to recruit younger, more im-
pressionable men and women,” said Anderson, 
noting how the New Jersey Jewish-based Jonah 
Institute for Gender Affirmation was particularly 
aggressive with their outreach. 
 Luckily, Anderson said his mother and stepfa-
ther have come around to be more accepting of 
him as gay and he’s pleased to see how far they 
have come—particularly since his mother did 
see him showing plenty of skin in Steamwerkz 
The Musical at the Annoyance Theatre last year.
 “She hugged all the cast members and she 
loved it,” Anderson said. “She still talks about 
it—so that just shows how far our relationship 
has come.”
 straight Camp: A new Musical plays 8 p.m. 
Thursdays through April 11 at iO Chicago The-
ater, 3541 n. Clark st. Tickets are $12 general 
admission; call 773-880-0199 or visit www.
ioimprov.com/chicago.
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Windy City Times reviews the theatrical production The Fall of Heaven. see page 12. 
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DOUBLE REVIEW

Everything Is
Illuminated
Playwright: simon Block, adapted 
from Jonathan safran Foer’s novel
At: next Theatre Company, 
927 noyes st., Evanston
Tickets: 847-475-1875; 
www.nexttheatre.org; $30-$40
runs through: March 31

Improbable
Frequency
Playwright: Arthur riordan 
(book and lyrics), Bell Helicopter (music)
At: strawdog Theatre Company, 3829 n. 
Broadway
Tickets: 1-866-811-4111; 
www.strawdog.org; $28
runs through: March 31

By JOnATHAn ABArBAnEL
 
Everything Is Illuminated and Improbable Fre-
quency have little in common except references 
to Nazism and an infectious theatricality—well 
beyond common-place realism—that success-
fully lures in audiences.
 Everything Is Illuminated is a stage adapta-
tion of Jonathan Safran Foer’s award-winning 
2002 novel in which a twenty-something Ameri-
can Jew, named Jonathan Safran Foer, visits the 
Ukraine to search for the woman who saved his 
grandfather from the Nazis. He is (mis)guided 
by Alex, a twenty-something Ukrainian transla-
tor, and Alex’s not-really-blind grandfather and 
car driver. The book employs multiple narrative 
techniques, partly fiction, partly memoir-like, 
and partly a novel-within-a-novel. To his credit, 
British stage adapter Simon Block retains, but 
simplifies, the three main narrative lines and 
their levels of realism. Boiling things down to 
six actors and six main characters, Block retains 
the distinct linguistics of each narrative line and 
preserves the profundity of the work.
 In a variety of ways, this work explores the 
Old Testament injunction about sins of the fa-
thers (or parents, more broadly) being visited 
upon their descendants, a notion which the 
Greeks took up rather thoroughly in numerous 
tragedies. The corollaries of sins, of course, are 
choices, sometimes made under duress to save 
or protect others. What are we prepared to do 
or say? How will others see us who were not 
there in that moment? Very soon, Alex (who also 
narrates) emerges as the hero of the principal 
storyline and his grandfather as the antagonist.
 This sounds solemn, but the story spins out 
with a good deal of humor as staged by Devon de 

Mayo and performed by a cast mainly of Chicago 
veterans. Tall Alex Goodrich dominates as Alex, 
swinging both ways—meaning from solemn to 
silly—with ease and confidence. William J. Nor-
ris as Grandfather takes potent advantage of his 
Act II opportunities after playing his standard 
curmudgeon in Act I. Everything is Illuminated 
even has moments of whimsy, such as an unseen 
(but heard) dog named Sammy Davis Jr. Jr. Grant 
Sabin’s scenic design of three enormous shadow 
boxes, filled with the flotsam and jetsam of life 
present and past, provides an evocative pres-
ence for the swirling narrative lines and chang-
ing elocution.
 If Everything Is Illuminated occasionally bor-
ders on whimsy, Improbable Frequency is pure 
whimsy from start to finish. This witty Irish 
chamber musical is set in Dublin in 1941 and 
concerns a British linguistics expect sent to de-
cipher a coded mystery involving an improbable 
radio DJ (Meehawl O’Dromedary, a name conjur-
ing camels and mules), the weather and a mad 
Nazi scientist who invents PAT, the “probability 
adjustment tank.”
 You need to know is that the Irish were forced 
to fight for the United Kingdom (of which Ire-
land was not-by-choice a part) in World War I, 
but by World War II the Republic of Ireland had 
been established. As partial payback, the Irish 
Free State remained neutral during WWII and 
bristled with anti-British sentiment, while the 
Nazis coveted its port cities on the Irish Sea. 
But forget all that. What happens is that the 
English spy falls for a fair Colleen who may be a 
spy herself, and the Nazi scientist is more Nutty 
Professor than threat. 
 It’s tough to figure out much more than that 
in this rapid-fire, pun-filled, lightweight musi-
cal, performed with tongue firmly in cheek by a 
versatile troupe of six under director Kyle Ham-
man, choreographer Brigitte Ditmars and musi-
cal director Mike Pryzgoda, whose four musicians 
play 15 instruments (among them, flute, piano, 
guitar, violin, string bass, accordion and Irish 
drum). All six cast members are engaging and 
capable, but special kudos to Jason Grimm for 
his rubbery song-and-dance antics.
 There’s plenty o’ Irish charm, just in time for 
St. Pat’s Day.

CRITICS’ PICKS

 City of Dreadful night, The Den, through 
March 16. Whether viewed as poker-faced 
parody or hard-boiled romance, this hom-
age to the golden age of film noir is rep-
licated with museum-grade accuracy by a 
deftly laconic cast under the direction of 
Ron Wells. MSB 
 A Grand night for singing, Mercury The-
ater, through March 10. A slick revue of 
three dozen-plus songs by Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein II, mostly famil-
iar but with a few lovely or clever lesser-
knowns thrown in. It’s well-sung and well-
played on a set evoking a nightclub. JA
 Julius Caesar, Chicago Shakespeare The-
ater at Navy Pier, through March 24. The 
classroom classic gets a sexy new Twitter-
and-SmartPhone makeover from guest 
director Jonathan Munby, with the most 
spectacular assassination scene since Je-
rome Hines played Boris Godunov. MSB 
 sunset Boulevard, Drury Lane Theatre , 
Oakbrook Terrace, through March 24. There 
may be some casting quibbles, but director 
William Osetek delivers a solid production 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 1990s musical in-
spired by Billy Wilder’s classic 1950s film 
about a dethroned and demented Holly-
wood queen of the silent screen. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

Never the 
Bridesmaid
Playwright: Bill Jepsen
At: Polarity Ensemble Theatre at
 Josephinum Academy, 1500 n. Bell st.
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
www.pethetre.com; $19
runs through: April 7

By sCOTT C. MOrGAn

Never the Bridesmaid probably isn’t the most ac-
curate title for Polarity Ensemble Theatre’s world 
premiere romantic comedy by Bill Jepsen. Sure, 
there is a much-married character, but the play 
isn’t solely about her.
 After being widowed once and divorced twice, 
quirky thirty-something Maria (Lindsey Pearl-
man) is cautious about entering into new re-
lationships. But the play often focuses more on 
Maria’s literary scholar twin brother, Anthony 
(Nick Lake), who is still coping with being 
dumped by his fiancée four years ago.
 These siblings’ unlucky attempts at love are 
only highlighted by still living at home with 
their happy, routine-loving parents named Doris 
(Daria Harper) and Elmer (Steve Pringle), who 
are nearing their 40th wedding anniversary. 
(The two also appear to love 1980s pink and 
turquoise color schemes, since the living room 
set by designer Charles C. Palia, Jr. brings to 
mind the old TV logo for Miami Vice.)
 However, this wouldn’t be a romantic comedy if 
the grown siblings didn’t have love prospects on 
the horizon. Anthony harbors a long-simmering 
crush on Maria’s career-oriented friend Kathleen 

(Kristin Danko), while the best man from Maria’s 
first wedding, Brian (Brian Plocharcyzk), has re-
turned home to Chicago and made it a point to 
reconnect with her. There’s also some comic sup-
port from Maria and Kathleen’s loose and ditzy 
friend Therese (Catherine Hermes), who blows 
through her few cameo scenes like a whirlwind 
kicked up by a high-pitched hair dryer.
 Jepsen, who scored a big success for Chicago 
Dramatists with his 2008 play Cadillac, certainly 
creates likable characters with enough amusing 
exchanges for Never the Bridesmaid. But com-
pared to most romantic film comedies that clock 
in at less than 90 minutes, the nearly two-and-
a-half-hour running time of Never the Brides-
maid becomes a patience tester.
 Jepsen’s parental characters come off as a too 
blandly ideal, whose dramatic function later in 
the play just becomes a convenient plot device 
to prod their kids to take romantic chances in 
life. The flow of many scenes in the show also 
feels choppy. Director Richard Shavzin some-
times relies on film soundtrack moments to tie 
together transitions—not only blackouts but 
contemplative moments more suited to film 
montage.
 Pearlman as the pouting Maria stands out, 
especially when she’s rolling her eyes at all of 
the brainy intellectualisms spouted by Lake as 
Anthony. The rest of the acting company is fine, 
though they could do more to bring more spark 
and personality to the script’s supporting char-
acters.
 For those who just want a nice romantic com-
edy, Never the Bridesmaid should fit the bill. But 
it could have been better with more insightful 
editing, more complex characters and a title 
that is more encompassing of the actual people 
in the play.

Everything is illuminated. Photo by Michael 
Brosilow

THEATER REVIEW

The Fall of Heaven
Playwright: Walter Mosley
At: Congo square Theatre at the 
uptown Hull House, 4520 n. Beacon st.
Tickets: 773-296-1108; 
www.congosquaretheatre.org; $35
runs through: March 24

By MAry sHEn BArniDGE
 
Stories about human beings outwitting the 
devil are always reassuring, but novelist-
turned-playwright Walter Mosley takes the 
fight a step further, pitting his heroes against 
not only the forces of evil, but those of an al-
mighty savior seemingly content to delegate 
his operations to an inflexible bureaucracy, 
leaving mortals caught between—well, a rock 
and a hard place.
    That’s right—heroes, as in two of them. We 
first meet mouthy Tempest, who has a wife, a 
son and a girlfriend. After dying from a stray 
bullet in the crossfire of a street robbery (we 
in Chicago know how easily that can happen, 
don’t we?), he’s called before Saint Peter to 
receive the judgment of heaven—but Tem-
pest refuses to accept the judge’s verdict. His 
appeal sends him back to earth, where three 
years have passed, accompanied by Joshua, 
his parole-officer angel. The world of human 

beings is more complex than either of them 
anticipate, however, and both find themselves 
surprised at what it has to teach them.
 This is where Mosley deviates from the tra-
ditional Morality Fable: Tempest may learn 
the error of his former ways, even surviving 
an encounter with a slickster calling himself 
“Basil Bob” (say it out loud), but Joshua, too, 
is introduced to the comforts of marriage and 
family. As temporal joys grow increasingly 
precious and eternity increasingly indistinct, 
the two pilgrims’ decisive role in maintaining 
the balance of higher powers imposes a ter-
rible responsibility on them. Will they choose 
to uphold the celestial status quo or postpone 
the question for as long as they can?
 Writers accustomed to the unlimited nar-
rative of prose often have trouble confining 
themselves to the restrictions of dramatic 
performance. Not so Mosley, whose saga 
clocks in at a comfortable, if sometimes 
bumpy, two hours. Andrei Onegin’s sweeping 
cityscape whisks us from bedrooms and of-
fices to elevators with infinite “down” but-
tons. Under Daniel Bryant’s deft direction, 
Anthony Irons and Boise Homes make a pair 
of engaging everymen, as do Jessica Dean 
Turner and Krenee A. Tolson as their likewise 
contradictory consorts. Jordan Brown has the 
most fun, though, making the most of Basil 
Bob’s every onstage minute, including a glee-
ful Doctor Frank cameo in red satin camisole.

never the 
Bridesmaid. 
Photo by 
richard Engling
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 If you missed the Goodman Theatre’s one-night-only read-
ing of Academy Award-winner Dustin Lance Black’s (left) 
gay marriage play 8 this past January, then you have an-
other chance to see this timely drama about the federal 
trial to overturn California’s Proposition 8. The Oak Park 
Area Lesbian & Gay Association (OPALGA) presents another 
one-night-only reading of 8 with artistic assistance pro-
vided by Oak Park Festival Theatre, Circle Theatre and 16th 
Street Theater. The reading features Megan Cavanagh (Exes 
and Ohs, A League of Their Own) playing anti-gay marriage 
campaigner Maggie Gallagher and WGN-TV entertainment 
reporter Dean Richards as Judge Vaughn Walker. The reading 
will be followed by a discussion of the marriage-equality 
debate in Illinois and the rest of the country. 8 plays at 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, March 10, at the Arts Center of Oak Park/
The Ernest Hemingway Museum, 200 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak 
Park. Tickets are $10-$20; visit http://opalga.org.

SPOTLIGHT
THEATER REVIEW

From Doo Wop 
to Hip Hop
Playwright: Jackie Taylor and rueben Echoles
At: Black Ensemble Theater, 
4450 n. Clark st.
Tickets: 773-769-4451; 
www.blackensemble.org; $45
runs through: April 21

By MAry sHEn BArniDGE
 
Since the invention of recorded music, every 
life story has boasted a soundtrack. Black En-
semble’s 2011 production of All Is Fair In Love 
implemented the connection between popular 
music and its listeners’ personal experiences to 
propose a community—the village of Love, Illi-
nois—where the social values are shaped by the 
wisdom found in the lyrics of its songs. 
 The setting of this latest BET revue is Unison 
Hills, where the townhouse residents—parents, 
children, siblings, spouses, significant others, 
everybody but the postal carrier—all work in the 
music industry. Despite the uniformity of their 
economic and occupational status (affluent and 
successful), however, everybody is at odds with 
everybody else. Since these neighbors are fond 
of conducting business on their front stoops, it 
takes only minutes for us to become acquainted 
with their individual wants and needs, an hour 
for their troubles to reach a crisis, and one more 
hour for everything to be resolved.
  You don’t come to Black Ensemble for weighty 
discussions of knotty issues, though. You come 
to hear four middle-aged guys swap harmonies 
on the classic “16 Candles” and four young 
guys respond with a syncopated spoken-word 
variation on that same melody, before joining 
together for an eight-voice arrangement of the 
Drifters’ immortal “There Goes My Baby.” You 
come to hear rebellious daughters rap on “Inde-
pendent Woman” and subservient wives declare 
their emancipation with a defiant “You Don’t 
Own Me.” You come to cheer on a blue-eyed 
soul version of “Do Right Woman, Do Right Man” 
and a nerdy-white-boy rendition of “Can’t Take 
My Eyes Off You.” You come to chair-dance to 
the wall-to-wall beat of the most virtuoso stage 
band north of Bronzeville, and be sent home at 
the end of the evening with the gospel anthem, 
“Live in the Light of His Love.”
 So what is the gospel according to Jackie Tay-
lor, the guiding force behind the nearly-four de-
cades of this company’s thriving history? Verily, 
that music has the power to cross the boundar-
ies of race, age, gender and affections—when a 
member of a female trio reveals that her boy-
friend is, in fact, a girlfriend, the news barely 
makes a ripple in the flow of goodwill. (“As long 
as you’re happy with yourself, nothing else mat-
ters.”) After a year steeped in partisan discord, 
isn’t that the perfect accompaniment to our ea-
ger anticipation of spring? 

From Doo Wop to Hip Hop. Photo by Danny 
nicholas

Reading of ‘8’ 
in Oak Park 
March 10
 There will be a reading of Dustin Lance 
Black’s Prop 8-focused play, 8, at the Arts 
Center of Oak Park, 200 N. Oak Park Ave., 
Oak Park, on Sunday, March 10, at 7:30 
p.m.
 Ann Filmer, artistic direc-
tor of 16th Street Theater, 
will direct. The production 
will feature actress Megan 
Cavanaugh from the Logo 
show Exes and Ohs as well 
as the film A League of 
Their Own.
 The Oak Park Area Lesbian & Gay Asso-
ciation is presenting 8. For tickets, visit 
www.opalga.org.

final weeks — must close april 7!
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Yossi; Oscar
epilogue; 
film notes 

Out director Eytan Fox’s Yossi & Jagger, the clan-
destine and tragic love story between two Israeli 
army buddies, is often cited as one of the best 
gay movie love stories. (Tt certainly rates very 
highly on my list.) 
 It brought its out director, Eytan Fox, a cer-
tain amount of international fame, and he has 
followed it up with a batch of well-received 
movies, all with major gay characters and 
themes. (One of my favorites is his 2005 thriller 
Walk on Water, which stars Lior Ashkenazi.) Now 
a decade after its release, Fox has made yossi, 
a bittersweet and insightful sequel to Yossi & 
Jagger. The film opens in Chicago exclusively on 
Friday, March 8, at the Landmark Century Centre 
Cinema.
 It’s been 10 years since Lior’s untimely death 
in the arms of his secret lover and, as the movie 
begins, we discover that Yossi (Ohad Knoller) 
the soldier is still in mourning. He has poured 
himself into work becoming Dr. Yossi Hoffman, 
the work-obsessed heart specialist. His best 
friend, co-worker and fellow doctor Moti (Lior 
Ashkenazi, who starred in Walk on Water) is an 
incorrigible womanizer who senses his friend’s 
loneliness and tries to draw him out of his shell. 
But Yossi, who is circumspect about his gay 
sexuality (to the point where a pretty nurse mis-
takes his friendliness for a come-on), keeps an 
emotional distance from everyone.
 Then, a chance encounter with Lior’s moth-
er—who is visiting the hospital where Yossi 
works for routine tests on her heart—reignites 
strong memories of Lior and their abortive rela-
tionship. At the same time a desire for … desire 
and maybe a relationship is reawakened, and 
Yossi tentatively begins exploring the possibili-
ties. A hook- up with a hot guy he meets on a 
dating site is a mortifying first step (and will no 
doubt resonate strongly with lots of gay men). 
Yossi has gained weight, doesn’t work out and 
looks nothing like his online photo—something 
the hook-up guy quickly points out. A night out 

with Moti and an emotionally stilted visit with 
Lior’s parents follow. 
 But it’s another unexpected development—
which finds Yossi giving a ride to a group of 
young (and very hot) soldiers on leave to a re-
sort—that actually puts a potential new love 
object directly in his path. When Yossi decides 
on a whim to stay at the resort, Tom (Oz Zehavi), 
the only openly gay soldier among the group, 
does everything he can to let Yossi know that 
he’s interested with a capital “I.” The supremely 
confident Tom, with his blonde good looks and 
to-die-for body, senses something beyond the 
one-night stands in Yossi. But will Tom ever be 
able to break through to the emotionally cau-
tious and potentially cuddly Yossi (whose weight 
gain makes him a fine bear-cub specimen)?
 Fox and his screenwriter, Itay Segal, explore 
possible second acts for those suffering the 
long-term aftereffects of a tragic love—a theme 
that will resonate deeply with those old enough 
to be emotionally scarred by the AIDS pandemic 
as well as those entering middle age and still 
tantalized by the possibility of finding love. Or, 
just those thinking about trying love for a sec-
ond time. (The fictional Yossi is after all, only 
34.) Fox, who has done more to put a face to 
the vibrant gay scene in Israel with his contem-
plative movies, adds another thought-provoking 
and emotionally satisfying film to his resume 
with Yossi, which will touch audiences of all 
persuasions. 
http://landmarktheatres.com/Market/Chicago/
Chicago_Frameset.htm

Oscar epilogue: This year’s Oscar award telecast, 
hosted by Seth MacFarlane, was surely the most 
divisive since James Franco and Anne Hathaway 
co-hosted a scant two years ago. Live snarking 
during the broadcast, not to mention follow-up 
op-ed pieces, blog posts and a landfill’s worth 
of opinions on MacFarlane’s choice of material 
(anti-woman/misogynist in the extreme or ra-
zor sharp satire that you just didn’t discern) and 
capabilities as a host are old news by now. I 
thought MacFarlane was a medium choice for the 
show—with some bits landing, many more fall-
ing with a thud and with the most egregious of 
his faults being his lack of hosting skills; this 
was not a man born to comfortably emcee.
 There has also been a lot of variety in the 
opinions about the show itself—put together by 
openly gay producers Neil Meron and Craig Zadan 
for the first time. To some, the inclusion of the 
Los Angeles Gay Men’s Chorus; Shirley Bassey; 
Jennifer Hudson; two selections from Zadan and 
Meron’s own Oscar-winning movie, Chicago; and, 
of course, a rare appearance by Barbra Streisand 
made this the gayest Oscar show in ages. To 
others (myself included), these “gay” inclusions 
were sullied by the bizarrely haphazard way the 
show was thrown together without any sense of 
pacing. Ironically, for an awards show dedicated 
to movies, few clips from the Academy’s 85-year 
history were shown (and the 50-year tribute to 
Bond was terribly edited, too). 
 Perhaps the show’s most egregious faux pas, 
however, came during the “In Memoriam” trib-
ute. For the family, friends and former colleagues 
of those filmmakers lost in 2012, the selection 
process must have seemed incredibly random. 
 It wasn’t just heavyweight names like Andy 
Griffith and Phyllis Diller who were omitted but 
familiar faces like Latino character actress Lupe 
Ontiveros who didn’t make the cut. (Her family 
has issued a statement detailing their disap-
pointment with the show’s producers.) A Feb. 7 
New York Times article headlined “Even for the 
Dead, There’s a Race to Make the A-List at Os-
cars” (a title that says it all) explains how the 
names are chosen (no surprise—it helps to have 
friends in high places). Hopefully, next year’s 
producers will show a bit more sensitivity across 
the board to all demographics—and perhaps 
they’ll even get back to presenting an awards 
show that demonstrates a love for the movies.

Film notes:
 —sci-Fi spectacular 7—the annual 24-hour 
science-fiction movie marathon put together 
by promoter Rusty Nails—takes place Satur-
day, March 9, at the vintage Portage Theater, 

4050 N. Milwaukee Ave. The doors open at 11 
a.m., and from noon until noon on the following 
day (when, presumably, a group of bleary-eyed 
diehards will crawl out into the light) Nails is 
screening a whopping 17 features and several 
shorts. 
 The line-up includes everything from Vincent 
Price in The Last Man on Earth (man vs. zom-
bies) to the Jim Henson guilty ‘80s pleasure 
Dark Crystal. In the Mouth of Madness, the re-
make of Invasion of the Body Snatchers and Dark 
City—three of my sci-fi favorites—are also part 
of the line-up. As usual, vendor tables with lots 
of memorabilia as well as a charity auction (with 
proceeds benefiting Vital Bridges) will be part of 
the fun. A full list of titles, screening times and 
advance tickets at http://www.portagetheater.
org/Events/
 —Throughout the month of March the Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State St., is presenting 
the 16th annual European union Film Festival. 
Each year, the fest features dozens of movies 
that will later show up on critical Top Ten Lists 
and find themselves winning prizes at competi-
tive festivals before heading into theatrical re-
lease. 
 There are potential contenders worth checking 
out in this year’s line-up but I’m particularly ex-
cited about the Chicago premiere of Portuguese 
queer filmmaker Joao Pedro Rodrigues’s latest, a 
mystery thriller titled The Last Time I saw Macao. 
The film follows the attempts by an unseen male 
narrator to track the kidnappers of his long-lost 
drag-queen friend Cindy—who is glimpsed only 
in the film’s opening moments. Rodrigues’ mov-
ies—like his last one, 2009’s To Die Like a Man 
(see note below)—push gender boundaries and 
The Last Time I Saw Macao, which was a cult 
hit at the Toronto Film Fest, promises to do the 
same. It screens on Friday, March 8, at 6 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 9, at 5:15 p.m. Complete 
line-up on the festival and ticket information at 
http://www.siskelfilmcenter.org/eufilmfest2013
 —Cinema Q iii, the annual Cultural Center 
LGBT film series opens tonight, Wed., March 6, 
with the lesbian road dramedy Cloudburst (star-
ring Olympia Dukakis and Brenda Fricker) and 
continues on Wednesday, March 13 with 2009’s 
gritty To Die Like a Man, a fascinating portrait 
of an aging Portuguese drag queen from writer-
director Joao Pedro Rodrigues. The series, which 
is co-sponsored by The Chicago Department of 
Cultural Affairs and Special Events, The Legacy 
Project, Queer Film Society and Reeling, takes 
place in the Claudia Cassidy Theater in the 
Chicago Cultural Center (78 E. Washington) at 
6:30pm. Admission is free. A post screening dis-
cussion follows each of the movies. Windy City 
Times, Time Out Chicago and ChicagoPride.com 
are media co-sponsors for Cinema Q III. http://
www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/
supp_info/cinema_q.html
 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.

yossi.
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Reeling seeks 
new director
 Chicago Filmmakers is seeking a new di-
rector of Reeling: The Chicago Lesbian & 
Gay International Film Festival.
 Founded in 1981, Reeling is the second-
oldest LGBTQ film festival in the world.
 The director plans, oversees, programs, 
and manages all aspects of the annual 
Reeling Film Festival, as well as other Reel-
ing events throughout the year. The person 
would be involved in many aspects, includ-
ing supervision, box office/accreditation, 
venue/house management, fundraising and 
hospitality/travel.
 Email resume and cover letter (as PDF 
documents only) by March 15 to jobs@
chicagofilmmakers.org or mail to Chicago 
Filmmakers, 5243 N. Clark St., Chicago, Ill., 
60640.

Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events -  
The Legacy Project - Queer Film Society – Reeling present:

A fi lm ser ies celebrat ing LGBT movies

3/26 Cloudburst
3/13 To Die Like a Man
3/20 Living with Pride: Ruth Ellis @ 100  
 & T’Aint Nobody’s Bizness:  
 Queer Blues Divas of the 1920s
3/27 Gods and Monsters

Chicago Cultural Center 
Claudia Cassidy Theater | 78 E. Washington

This series contains mature subject matter.  
Viewer discretion advised.

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 
Free Admission 

Sponsored by:

QUEER
FILM
SOCIETY

WINDY CITY
TIMES
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By GAry M. KrAMEr

Ten years ago Eytan Fox’s Yossi and Jagger told 
a heartbreaking queer love story between two 
male soldiers in the Israeli military. Now, with 
Yossi, the openly gay Fox offers a sequel to his 
2002 classic. Familiarity with the original film 
is not essential for seeing the sequel; the back-
story unfolds and makes sense for viewers who 
don’t know or don’t remember how the first film 
ended. 
 In this new drama, Yossi (Ohad Knoller, repris-
ing his role in an excellent performance) is a 
cardiologist who jerks off to porn, eats bad take-
out and uses old photos of himself to pick up 
guys online. When he is forced by circumstances 
to take a vacation, Yossi unexpectedly meets 
Tom (Oz Zehavi), a young, handsome and openly 
gay soldier. A potential romance develops.
Fox admitted in a phone interview from Israel 
that he never thought he would make a sequel 
to Yossi and Jagger, but he is pleased that he 
did. 
 “I’m so proud of this film,” he said. “It’s so 
personal, and I feel so close to it. Part of why I 
made this was an excuse to explore what hap-
pened to Yossi, which is what happened to me, 
to Israel, and to the gay community over the 
past 10 years.”
 The filmmaker gives the example of how the 
Israeli army has been more accepting and toler-
ant of queer soldiers as one dramatic change in 
the decade since Yossi and Jagger. He observed, 
“When I was in the Israeli army in 1982, the 
idea of being openly gay was unheard of. All the 
people I know who were gay in the army were 
completely closeted. That world has changed.” 
 Yossi explores the idea that the main character 
is stuck in the past and has a closeted mindset. 
When Yossi meets Tom, he slowly begins to un-
derstand that there are other ways to live as a 
gay man. 
 Fox emphasized, “Tom represents the idea that 
you can be happy with who you are. You can 
take your clothes off, stand there naked, and 
say, ‘This is who I am—love me!’” which the 
attractive Zehavi does in one of the film’s key 
scenes.
 That said, Tom is not out to his family, a com-
plexity Fox found interesting about contempo-
rary queer youth in Israel, and one he incorpo-
rated into the film. 
 “Young hipsters and actors tell me that being 
gay is a non-issue. And I say, ‘OK, I get it. It’s 
much easier now, that’s true. Tel Aviv and the 
world are much more accepting.’ But they have 
problematic relationships with their parents. 
Telling their parents ‘This is who I am!’ is dif-
ficult for them.”
 The relationship between the heavyset and 
heavyhearted Yossi and the younger, cuter Tom 
forms the film’s romantic second act, and Fox 
said his purpose here was, “to show the older 
generation reaching out the younger generation 
to teach them how to live better.” 
 He continued, indicating his dismay that audi-
ences question—as the bewildered Yossi does—
why Tom is attracted to a sad, lonely, older man. 
 “I’m almost offended that a young beautiful 
man can’t fall for a somber, sophisticated older 
guy. That’s the wrong way to see desire. Tom 
sees that Yossi can offer him more than his fun 
friends can. He’s a doctor, who is smart and 
reads literature and needs saving. That’s some-
thing Tom wants to do—save someone who is in 
distress.”
 Distress in a relationship is something Fox, 
Knoller and the film’s screenwriter, Itay Segal, 
all knew firsthand while making the film. Knol-

ler, who is straight, went through a divorce 
between “Yossi” films, while Segal, who is gay, 
broke up with his boyfriend and was mourning 
his relationship. Similarly, Fox was having a cri-
sis with his partner of 23 years, Gal Uchovsky. 
(The pair ended their professional relationship 
after the 2006 film The Bubble.)
 The loneliness Fox faced during this period 
informed the film. “Living in empty apartment, 
eating bad take out food, watching a lot of 
porn, falling asleep in front of boring TV and 
waking up to another day of loneliness [as Yossi 
does] wasn’t difficult for me to relate/connect 
to,” he confessed. 
 “Ohad and I spoke a lot about the whole feel-
ing of being alone and the fear and confusion 
that comes with that, and the questions of what 
being alone brings to your heart and mind. We 

shared those feelings—plus Itay and I were ex-
posed to the new gay world of Internet dating.”
 One of the more interesting scenes early in 
the film has Yossi meeting a man online for sex, 

only to have the encounter go badly because 
of Yossi’s poor physical image and poorer self-
image.
 Several of the characters in Yossi—from his 
hospital colleague Moti (Lior Ashkenazi) as well 
as Tom—suggest that Yossi would feel better if 
he would just get laid. It’s a facile curative for 
a depressed man grappling with survivor’s guilt, 
and being mostly closeted, but the film empha-
sizes Yossi finding sexual fulfillment as a means 
to emotional happiness. 
 “I didn’t think of it that way,” Fox responded 
to the claim, “But he does need to get laid to 
feel better about himself and life.” 
 The filmmaker then emphasized the real point 
he wanted to make with his film. “I wanted to 
show a person stuck in a bad place who frees 
himself. Sometimes it’s connected to moving, 
going in a new direction, or to new places. 
Changing new things in your life—the scenery, 
the city you live in—which for Yossi is claustro-
phobic—and going to the desert and meeting 
new people.”
 Now the question that arises is will Fox make 
a sequel to Yossi in 10 years? The filmmaker 
laughed and answered, “That might be another 
exercise—to see what happened to Tom in 10 
years!”
 © 2013 Gary M. Kramer
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“Deborah Cox, a singer with nuclear 
power and a sumptuous tone, turns each 

of her numbers into a show-stopper!”
–The LA Times

P r e - B r o a D w a y  e n g a g e m e n t

tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box offices and ticketmaster retail locations
groups 10+ 312-977-1710  |  JekyllandHydemusical.com

march 12–24  |  Cadillac Palace theatre
BroadwayInChicago.com  |  800-775-2000

BegIns tuesDay!

MOVIES

Director Eytan Fox
talks about his sequel
to an LGBT classic

Eytan Fox.

http://www.jekyllandhydemusical.com
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By JErry nunn

Singer Janis Ian started performing in the ‘70s 
and is still continues to this day. She has won 
two Grammy Awards—one for her song “At Sev-
enteen” and the second most recently for Best 
Spoken Word Album for her autobiography, Soci-
ety’s Child. The competition was fierce with Bill 
Clinton, Michelle Obama, Ellen DeGeneres and 
Rachel Maddow all in the same category. 
 The out and proud lesbian lyricist is on tour 
and will be in Skokie this month. 
 Windy City Times: Hello, Janis. i see a Ten-
nessee number on my caller iD.
 Janis Ian: I live in Nashville. I have lived here 
25 years.
 WCT: i grew up there. i moved to Chicago in 
1993.
 JI: I have been here since 1988. 
 WCT: Do you love it down there?
 JI: Yeah, I do. I like it a lot.
 WCT: you started in the music business very 
young. Did your hit “At seventeen” come out 
of bullying?
 JI: No; it is being used as an anti-bullying 
song, which is great. People are using it in vid-
eos and stuff but, for me, it came out of Valen-
tine’s and not having a date.

 WCT: How was your valentine’s Day this last 
time?
 JI: It was great, but I have been with my part-
ner for 24 years.
 WCT: Tell me about your Grammy moment 
recently. 
 JI: That was fantastic. It was totally unex-
pected. Well, some people didn’t think it would 
happen. I certainly didn’t think I would win, 
not with that kind of competition. It was all 
the sweeter. My acceptance speech is up on You-
Tube; I said, “This is a rather stunning upset.” 
 WCT: Lots of talented people were in that 
category.
 JI: It was a great category. 
 WCT: How does it feel to be acknowledged 
in that way?
 JI: It was great. It was a nice nomination and 
I have only had one win for myself. I was stand-
ing backstage thinking that I know how to lose 
with grace and I will hold my head up and thank 
everyone who helped me and call it a day. I was 
pretty shocked. It got cooler because Michelle 
Obama tweeted me congratulations. Rachel Mad-
dow sent me flowers and that was pretty cool, 
too. 
 WCT: you have been quoted as describing 
yourself at not being good at pop music. Can 

you explain that?
 JI: It was more along the lines that my talent 
doesn’t run in commercial music and that is not 
what I am good at. 
 WCT: Was there a moment when you felt you 
had to come out as a lesbian in the music 
business?
 JI: I came out formally in 1993, but that was 
years after everybody knew. The press knew; my 
family and, certainly, all my business associates 
all knew. I came out because of the teenage 
suicides. The head of what became HRC showed 
them to me and explained that, “If three out 
of 10 kids are killing themselves because they 
think they might be gay don’t you wish they had 
a role model?” That made a lot of sense. 
 WCT: you wrote for The Advocate after that.
 JI: Yes, it has been so many years I don’t even 
remember exactly when. 
 WCT: i wonder how long it will take to get 
same-sex marriage in Tennessee.
 JI: I have no idea but I have less problems 
here than I did in the North. 
 WCT: really? i have some LGBT friends that 
have some problems down there. 
 JI: I’m sorry to hear that.
 WCT: speaking of the north, talk about your 
show in skokie.
 JI: It will be an all-live show. Livingston Tay-
lor is the other performer. I will be doing a com-
bination of old stuff and new stuff. I’m encour-
aging people to bring items they want signed 
because we both stay after the show to meet 
people. I will be solo and so will Liv as far as 
I know. I’m pretty loose onstage and audience 
friendly I guess you would say. 
 WCT: Have you performed in skokie before?
 JI: If I have, it has been years and years. I 
normally just play Chicago in that area. 
 WCT: What are your future projects?
 JI: I have a book coming out. It’s a children’s 
illustrated book called The Tiny Mouse. It is a 
about a little mouse that runs away. 
 I am pretty much in the middle of still pub-
licizing the audible book that won the Grammy. 
Then I am working toward my next record. 
 WCT: Do you have an estimate when that 
will be released?
 JI: Not a clue. 
 WCT: still in the process, then.
 JI: Absolutely. 
 WCT: What inspired you to write a children’s 
book?
 JI: I actually wrote a song called “The Tiny 

Mouse” for the Olympics in England. I was com-
missioned to write it. A friend of mine works 
for the publisher, who turns out to be one of 
the biggest publishers in the world. They loved 
it and hired two great illustrators. Next thing I 
knew we had a release date and I’m going to the 
American Library Association’s convention and 
all of these other things to publicize it. 
 WCT: you could even go on a book tour. 
 JI: Who knows?
 WCT: you have had a long history with Chi-
cago. 
 JI: Yes, I have. In fact, I was just there for the 
World Con. My friend Mike was being honored for 
that. Great city. It was one of the first places I 
ever played. It was a long time ago. 
 WCT: What has been the key for having such 
a long career?
 JI: I think sheer stubbornness. I love doing 
what I do. I can’t do what I do without having a 
career. So it was either be somewhat successful 
or get a day job. I would be a miserable failure 
at a day job. 
 WCT: The music business has changed so 
much since you started.
 JI: Well, it’s no longer a business, it’s an in-
dustry. Now it is about getting used to that side 
of it with Facebook and Twitter. 
 Look for Janis ian at the north shore Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 9501 skokie Blvd, 
skokie, on Thursday, March 14. For more on 
ian, visit www.janisian.com; for tickets to the 
show, go to www.northshorecenter.org or call 
847-673-6300.

NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Legendary lesbian
singer Janis Ian on
coming out, new book

Janis ian. Photo by Peter Cunningham

Queer Contra 
Dance Chicago 
debuts March 7
 Queer Contra Dance Chicago will hold 
its first monthly dance Thursday, March 
7, 6:30-9:30 p.m., at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, 2649 N. Francisco Ave.
 Contra dance is a form of folk dance, 
similar to square dancing, but with lines of 
dancers rather than squares.
 Admission is a sliding scale of free to 
$10, payable at the door. Email peter@
petermcdowell.com or find “Queer Contra 
Chicago” on Facebook.

CULTURE CLUB

SWEET
CHARITY

BOOK BY NEIL SIMON, MUSIC BY CY COLEMAN, LYRICS BY DOROTHY FIELDS
Based on an original screenplay by FREDERICO FELLINI, TULLIO PINELLI and ENNIO FLAIANO

Produced for the Broadway stage by FRYER, CARR and HARRIS. Conceived, Staged and Choreographed by BOB FOSSE

MUSICAL DIRECTION BY DOUG PECK, CHOREOGRAPHY BY JESSICA REDISH
DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

Book by Neil Simon, Music by Cy Coleman, Lyrics by Dorothy Fields
Based on an original screenplay by Federico Fellini, Tullio Pinelli and Ennio Flaiano

Produced for the Broadway stage by Fryer, Carr and Harris 
Conceived, Staged and Choreographed by Bob Fosse

Directed by Artistic Director Michael Halberstam
Musical Direction by Doug Peck 

Choreographed by Jessica Redish

Performed at 325 Tudor Court, Glencoe

NOW PLAYING!

2012/13 Season Sponsor

WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG I 847-242-6000
Corporate Sponsor

http://www.lifelinetheatre.com
http://www.writerstheatre.org


By JErry nunn

Seventies hitmaker Helen Reddy is returning to 
the spotlight at the Arcada Theatre this month. 
Coming out of Australia she went from troubled 
waters to international success with 15 singles 
in the top 40. 
 “I Am Woman” roared into households be-
coming an anthem for feminists. She won many 
awards, including being the first Australian to 
win a Grammy. She hosted a variety show along 
with her numerous television appearances over 
the years. 
 In the ‘80s she worked in musicals, including 
Anything Goes and Shirley Valentine. Afterwards 
she took a break from performing but now heads 
out on tour on her own terms. We talked about 
her long history and new lease on life on the 
phone. 
 Windy City Times: Hello, Miss reddy. Where 
in the world are you?
 Helen Reddy: I’m in L.A., where it is one min-
ute after eight.
 WCT: Wow, that is early. Well, i‘ve been a 
big follower of your career. i’m a ‘70s kid so i 
watched Pete’s Dragon in the theater.
 HR: So who did you want to be Pete or the 
Dragon?
 WCT: Pete, because i was about his age 
when i saw it. special effects have come a 
long way since then!
 HR: Oh, I know. That scene at the very end 
where I kiss the dragon I had to pretend I was 
holding his head. They gave me a latex rubber 
head of the dragon with all of the right propor-
tions and I had to feel how far to reach in with 
my hands. Then they would take the head away 
and we would shoot! Nowadays they would just 
paint it in and that would be that. 
 WCT: For your show at the Arcada Theatre, 
[are you] showing clips of past works?
 HR: No, it is not like that. I’m not a nostalgia 
act. It will be me singing songs that are familiar 
but also ones that were album cuts that really 
never got any airplay. I will be doing songs like 
“Long Hard Climb” and “Nice To Be Around,” 
along with several songs by Paul Williams. He’s a 
brilliant lyricist. I will still be doing things like 
“Angie Baby” and “I Am Woman” of course. I 
will be doing songs like “You and Me Against the 
World” but also doing songs that I thought were 
nice but not popish enough for AM radio play. 
 WCT: so some real rarities and things peo-
ple haven’t heard live before. 
 HR: Yes, exactly. They may be familiar with the 
song because they have heard it on an album 
but they haven’t heard me sing it live. 
 WCT: When was the last time you have sung 
live in concert?
 HR: I went back to work in October of last 
year. At that point I had been retired for about 
10 years. 
 WCT: What made you sing again after all 
those years?
 HR: It was my sister’s 80th birthday. She asked 
me to sing a duet with her at her party and I 
said yes. This was a big room with microphones 

and monitors. I heard my voice coming back at 
me and I hadn’t heard my voice in ten years. I 
kind of missed it and didn’t think it was half 
bad. 
 WCT: How do you take care of voice after all 
of these years?
 HR: I try not to talk too much. I don’t do any 
vocalizing. I give it a stretch at sound check and 
rehearsal. For me rest is what makes it best.
 WCT: Does this mean you would want to re-
cord new music?
 HR: We may do a little documentary of me 
performing, but I don’t want to say where or 
when because it is still the early days of it. It 
would be nice to have a video record of one of 
my shows. 
 WCT: How did you wind up voicing a Family 
Guy episode?
 HR: Well, you would have to ask Seth MacFar-
lane that. 
 WCT: He’s been busy with the Oscars. He 
must have been a big fan of yours.
 HR: He was. I don’t know if he still is or not. 
[Laughs] I actually flew to the States a few 
times to do a voiceover for him. 
 WCT: Do you have a favorite musical that 
you have done?
 HR: I have done two productions of Anything 
Goes. I have done four productions of Shirley 
Valentine, which has to be every female actress-
es dream because it is a one-woman show. I did 
14 different characters just in act one, scene 
one. 
 WCT: That sounds exhausting.
 HR: It is a tour de force, as they say. It took 
me two months to memorize it. I was doing 
Blood Brothers on Broadway at the time when 
I was offered to do Shirley. My family was in 
theater so I grew up loving musicals.
 WCT: Do you live in Australia?
 HR: I did but now I am in L.A. I went back to 
Australia 11 years ago. I did want to retire. I 
was really burned out. If I had to sing “Leave Me 
Alone” one more time I was going to jump in the 
river! I didn’t want to sing pop songs anymore. 
I wanted to be in nightclubs singing jazz and 
blues with standards. I was crowned with the 
queen of pop label, which I quite frankly don’t 
feel that I deserved. 
 WCT: so what brought you back into touring 
again?
 HR: I don’t have to please anyone anymore. I 
don’t have to please the record company or jump 
up and down for an agent. I’m doing the show 
the way I want to do it. I really enjoy it. 
 WCT: From watching past interview with you 
it seems like you turned a corner and have a 
happier life now. 
 HR: Yes, I really do. A lot of the pressure is 
gone. You settle back into it and I’m singing 

songs that I truly love. 
 WCT: you have a long history with Chicago 
so we are glad you are coming back.
 HR: Yes, I do! To this day I regret that I never 
had a summer there because I arrived at the 
beginning of autumn and left at the beginning 
of spring. I have never been so cold in all of 
my life! Coming from Australia I never saw snow 
until I was 25. It looked so pretty, but I didn’t 
know that you don’t go out there in a thin pair 
of plastic boots with no socks. 
 WCT: Let’s hope the weather is better for 
you this time when you arrive. 
 HR: Well, of course. You know I was one of the 
first people to move into Lake Point Tower. They 
were still building it when we moved in. The 
album cover to Take What You Find was done at 
Navy Pier. They had lovely photos in the news-
paper so we used them for the album. The funny 
thing is that the building right behind my head 
was the unit where we were living. 
 WCT: One last question: What did you think 
of Kermit the Frog?
 HR: There is a lovely color photo of me with 
Kermit in my book. I wanted Jim Henson to go 
away so I could really talk to Kermit. That is how 
real he made that character!
 relax with reddy reading excerpts from 
that book i Am Woman Hear Me roar: the 
Power of the Female voice on March 12 at the 
ruth Lake Country Club. visit www.oakbrook-
womensclub.com for information on this lun-
cheon.
 rock out to reddy at the Arcada Theatre, 
105 East Main st., st. Charles, ill., on Wed., 
March 13, at 8 p.m. visit www.oshows.com for 
details and ticket information. 

Helen reddy. 
Publicity photo
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BY NAOMI IIZUKA  directed by Lisa Portes

615 W. Wellington Ave. (at Broaday)
773.281.8463   timelinetheatre.com

MIDWEST prEMIErE   Now Playing through April 14  

$5 OFF
regular-price 
tickets when  
you use code 

“WINDY5”

HHH  “A smart, intense piece of writing”
  – Chicago Tribune

“Highly Recommended” – Chicago Sun-Times

“A shimmering and intricate work”
 – Stage and Cinema
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Reddy or not:
‘I Am Woman’ singer on tours, ‘Family Guy’

Gay Idol singer has
‘Boystown’ single
 Singer Mark Ortega has released an origi-
nal dance pop single entitled “Boystown” 
that is now available on Google Play, Ama-
zon and iTunes.
 “Boystown,” co-written with Danny 
MacArthur, is a song about coming out and 
life within the LGBTQ community based on 
personal experiences.
 Ortega is the founder of Mark Ortega 
Entertainment and is a past Windy City 
Gay Idol finalist. There will be an official 
release party Saturday, March 9, at Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave., at 10 
p.m.

Leslea Newman 
to read at
Women & Children 
March 12
 Award-winning author Leslea Newman 
will be in Chicago Tuesday, March 12 at 
7 p.m. for a reading and booksigning at 
Women & Children First Bookstore, 5233 N. 
Clark St.
 Her new book is October Mourning: A 
Song for Matthew Shepard, for ages 13 and 
up.
 On the night of Oct. 6, 1998, gay 
21-year-old college student Matthew 
Shepard was lured from a Wyoming bar by 
two young men, savagely beaten, tied to a 
remote fence, and left to die.
 Newman was deeply affected by Shepa-
rd’s murder and wrote October Mourning 
to try to understand the impact this hate 
crime has had on the world and on herself. 
 October Mourning is a 2013 Stonewall 
Honor Book. Newman is the author of more 
than 60 books for children and adults, 
including the groundbreaking children’s 
classic Heather Has Two Mommies.
 For a review of the book, see www.windy-
citymediagroup.com/lgbt/BOOK-REVIEW-
A-Song-for-Matthew-Shepard/40771.html. 
Also, read an interview with Newman on-
line in this week’s issue.

Leslea
newman.

http://www.timelinetheatre.com
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Brunch at 
Crosby’s kitchen
By MEGHAn sTrEiT

I like the notion of beginning brunch with an 
appetizer, a little nibble to tide you over while 
you sip some coffee or a Bloody Mary and fig-
ure out what you’ll order for the main event. 
So, Crosby’s Kitchen had me at lobster deviled 
eggs. 
 A few months ago, Crosby’s Kitchen took over 
the Southport Ave. spot where the shuttered 
Leo’s Coney Island had been. The owners of 
Crosby’s Kitchen are the same folks who operate 
Dunlay’s, Frasca Pizzeria, D.O.C. Wine Bar and 
The Smoke Daddy – all spots with loyal local fol-
lowings. I believe they’ve hit the nail on the 
head once again. Based on the crowd at Crosby’s 
Kitchen on a recent Saturday afternoon, Lakev-
iew residents are welcoming their new neighbor 
with open arms.
 The space is decorated in soothing blues and 

grays. Refined tufted leather stools line the bar. 
Lots of wood, exposed beams and a mod fire-
place make the restaurant feel like an updated 
take on a ski lodge (at least on a snowy day 
in Chicago).  The servers are friendly, almost 
startlingly so. Every employee I interacted with 
appeared to be practicing his or her stand-up 
comedy routine. I am not particularly cheery be-
fore coffee, but one mimosa in, I found Crosby’s 
Kitchen’s gingham shirt-clad staff to be quite 
charming.
 Speaking of which, the mimosas are made with 
fresh-squeezed orange juice – a nice touch, but 
less so when there’s so darn much of it. My mi-
mosas were a tad on the orange side. Next time 
I’ll ask them to go easy on the juice and fill my 
glass with more bubbles. My dining companion, 
an avid sampler of Bloody Marys around Chica-
goland, was pleased with her morning cocktail. 
It came with a tiny bottle of beer as a backer, 
a touch I know delights dedicated Bloody Mary 
drinkers.
 Now, about those lobster deviled eggs. They 
were, as promised, “loaded with lobster.” My 
only complaint is that the decadent appetizer 
was served ice cold, which obscured the rich fla-
vors. Of course, I could have exercised some self 
control and let them come to room temperature 
before popping them one by one into my mouth. 
But, I did not.

 The brunch menu has an interesting mix of 
egg dishes, lunch sandwiches and sweet entrees. 
You won’t go wrong with one of the omelettes. 
The namesake Crosby’s omelette is packed with 
a can’t-resist combo of gooey mozzarella, wild 
mushrooms, lots of bright green spinach and a 
hearty sprinkling of smoky bacon. It is topped 
with hollandaise sauce, an indulgent touch that 
makes takes this omelette from very good to 
outstanding. It was exceeded only by the ri-
diculously delicious hash brown casserole that 
accompanied it. The menu indicates that egg 
dishes are served with potatoes, but doesn’t 
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ANTIQUES

ARTISTS
CALL FOr ArTisTs: sKOKiE ArT GuiLD’s 52nd AnnuAL 
ArT FAir. July 13th & 14th, 2013. Fine art. Prizes and 
awards. Held on the Village Green, 5211 W. Oakton St., 
downtown Skokie, IL. APPLY NOW. For applications or 
information: skokieart@aol.com or 847-677-8163. 
www.skokieartguild.org (7/3/13)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHEsTnuT CLEAninG sErviCEs: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

CLEAninG sPECiAL: 1BDr $50, 2BDr $60. You provide 
the cleaning supplies. Strong work ethic, pride; do it 
right or not at all, thorough, complete, genuine, reli-
able and trustworthy. Call or text rodrigo Garcia 773 
953 3342.  references available. (3/6/13-2)

COUNSELING

COunsELinG AnD CLiniCAL HyPnOTHErAPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  starla r. sholl, LCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/13-26)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
WinTEr is A GrEAT TiME TO GivE yOur BATHrOOM 
Or KiTCHEn A FACELiFT!  We also do Painting, and 
Home Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s List, A+ with BBB. 
Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year Warranty. Free Es-
timates! Andy OnCall 773-244-9931www.getany.com 
(8/1/13-52)

MASSAGE
FirsT-CLAss AsiAn MALE MAssEur. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (7/3/13–26)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WOnDErinG WHAT TO DO WiTH THOsE WinDOWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.Josephriceinteriors.com (5/29/13-26)

SPIRITUALITY
CLASSIFIEDS

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
TOWNHOME FOR SALE
COMPLETE rEnOvATiOn with the finest quality mate-
rials. Pristine Fee Simple Townhome w/3bedrms plus 
great room, 2 full bathrooms and 2 half bathrooms. 
State-of-the-art kitchen w/ss & granite. Lux master 
suite beautifully appointed. Offered at $899,000. Call 
Julie for a private viewing. Julie Chesne, realtor Pru-
dential rubloff. 773 807-8580. http://www.rubloff.
com/property/chicago/08275183.cfm  (3/6/13-2)

BUSINESS/BUILDING FOR SALE
7000 n. CLArK ArEA TAvErn WiTH rEAL EsTATE, 4 am 
and public place of amusement licenses. Eleven units 
in 3 brick adjoining buildings. 100 x 100 property with 
driveway and 3 car garage. 995,000. richard at 773-
671-1273 (4/3/13-13)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
EDGEWATEr COMMuTEr ADvAnTAGE. You’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach and park, redline and 
buses or go shopping. Spacious bedrooms with walk in 
closets. Formal dining room. Big kitchen with new floor 
and sink. $1300 with heat. Parking $80. Plus laundry, 
storage ,video intercom, patio and yard. iT’s yOur 
MOvE…773-706-6065. (3/6/13-3)

vEry niCE vinTAGE 2BDrM FOr rEnT. First floor of 
very well kept building. Approx 1100 sq ft 2brdm apt 
with beautiful hardwood floors throughout. Newly reno-
vated bathroom, mini blinds, enclosed porch. Build-
ing is owner occuppied with shared laundry facilities 
in basement w/large storage room. No pets. $1475/
mo extra $85 would include garage space. 312 296-
6301. danapetkunas@hotmail.com  (3/20/13-4)

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

ANTIQUE
MARKET & SALE

March 9th & 10th - $7
Sat. 10am - 4pm; Sun. 8am - 3pm

Early Buyers: Sat. 8am-10am / $25
Lake County Fairgrounds

GRAYSLAKE (1060 E. Peterson)

SPRING ANTIQUE
MARKET & SALE

March 30th, 8am - 3pm/$6
Dupage Expo Center

(45 min west of Chicago on Rt. 64)
St. Charles, IL

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET
Sat. March 16th - 8am - 3pm/$5

County Farm & Manchester
Dupage County Fairgrounds

WHEATON, IL
Vendors Welcome!

Complete renovation with the
finest quality materials.

Pristine Fee Simple Townhome
w/3bedrms plus great room,

2 full bathrms and 2 half
bathrms. State-of-the-art kitchen
w/ss & granite. Lux master suite

beautifully appointed.

Offered at $899,000

Call Julie for a private viewing.

Julie Chesne, Realtor
Prudential Rubloff

773 807-8580
2657ngreenview.rubloff.com

THREE BEDROOMS FOR RENT
JEFFErsOn PArK 3 BEDrOOM APArTMEnT 3 Bedrooms, 
1st Floor of 2 flat. Sunny 6 room newly decorated, hard-
wood floors, appliances, storage area. Garage space 
available. No smokers. Credit check, security deposit 
and lease. $1200 plus utilities. 773-282-5816. 
(3/13/13-2)

REAL ESTATE

tell you those potatoes are hash browns (hands 
down better than home fries), and it certainly 
gives you no clue those fried hash browns with 
be mixed with a savory cream sauce. What a 
delightful surprise! Even if there weren’t plenty 
more to love, that hash brown casserole alone 
would bring me back to Crosby’s Kitchen.
 On my visit, the seasonal Eggs Benedict was 
huevos rancheros. The two breakfast classics 
were combined into one scrumptious meal. In-
stead of toasted English muffins, this Benedict 
was served on grilled tortillas, a creative and 
tasty substitution. Perfectly poached eggs were 
topped with tangy salsa and Hollandaise sauce 
was replaced by sour cream. It was definitely a 
Benedict to remember.
 Since I started my brunch with an appetizer, 
I figured I should end it with a dessert, mak-
ing it a three-course meal that tided me over 
until dinnertime. Crosby’s Kitchen has several 
tempting sweet dishes, so you may want to plan 
on this same strategy. The oatmeal pancakes 
caught my eye, as did the iron skillet corn-
bread served with maple butter. But when I saw 
the homemade doughnuts at a nearby table, I 
couldn’t resist. The fluffy balls of dough arrived 
piping hot from the fryer and amply dusted in 
cinnamon and sugar. The consistency was more 
that of a funnel cake than a doughnut, and they 
were fabulous in the simply wonderful way that 
only fried dough covered in sugar can be.
 When I left Crosby’s Kitchen (a little fatter and 
a little happier than when I arrived), I felt as if 
I had only scratched the surface of this fantastic 
new restaurant. I’ll not only be heading back for 
brunch, but also plan to enjoy a meal after dark. 
Their claim to fame is an in-house rotisserie and 
the juicy meats coming out of it sound quite 
tantalizing. 
 Crosby’s Kitchen is located at 3455 n. 
southport Ave., call 773-883-2525 or visit 
www.crosbyschicago.com. 
 Do you need some more sugar & spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @sugarAnd-
spiceMs for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

Fried egg sandwich at Crosby’s Kitchen. Press 
photo

http://www.2657ngreenview.rubloff.com
http://www.zurkopromotions.com
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
http://www.livingwellministries.net
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By CHArLsiE DEWEy

Although sitting poolside might seem like a far-
off dream in the middle of January, the organiz-
ers of annual women’s weekend Aqua Girl want 
the ladies of Chicago to start fantasizing about 
summer early.
 Tickets for the popular weekend, being held 
May 15-19, are on sale now, with a discounted 
hotel price guaranteed through the month of 
January only. This year’s host hotel is South 
Beach’s The National, which promises a sexy 
atmosphere that will serve as a backdrop for a 
weekend of fun.
 Like most other women’s weekends across the 
country, Aqua Girl offers pool parties, clubbing, 
live music performances, a VIP cocktail party 
and even a few low-key events, but according to 
Robin Schwartz, executive director of the Aqua 
Foundation for Women, the biggest difference 
from those other parties is that 100 percent of 
the proceeds go to charity.
 “It’s the largest charity women’s event in the 
country,” said Schwartz. “This is a party that you 
can come and have an amazing time and also 
know that your money is going to something 
that matters.”
 Aqua Girl is the largest fundraising event for 
the Aqua Foundation for Women, an organiza-
tion that seeks to create future LBT leaders in 
South Florida by providing grants, scholarships 
and mentoring. 
 “The reason it was founded was that a group 
of LBT women realized that we needed an orga-
nization that was run by women and focused on 
the needs of women,” Schwartz explained.  

 “There were a lot of great organizations in 
town and they do good work, but because they 
were mostly run by guys and funded by guys, we 
thought the women weren’t getting their just 
do.”
 The organization began in 2004 with a schol-
arship program, and has grown to include the 
grants program and mentorship program. Fund-
ing amounts for all of its programs have also 
grown, in part thanks to the continued growth 
of Aqua Girl.
 Last year the women’s weekend sold 9,000 
tickets and brought in women from all over the 
globe. That’s quite an increase from the event’s 
first year, which was attended by approximately 
800 women, largely local. 
 “The growth is pretty exciting,” Schwartz said.
 In 2012, the Aqua Foundation was able to 
award 15 scholarships in amounts ranging from 
$2,500 to 5,000, and it awarded $50,000 in 
grants. During the past seven years it has award-
ed a total of more than $400,000.
 “We’ve really expanded the type of work that 
we do in an effort to impact all the different 
types of women who exist here in South Florida 
as well as to broaden our support,” Schwartz 
said.
 This year, the foundation plans to introduce a 
leadership course. It will focus on helping wom-
en learn leadership skills that they can bring to 
their work in the community.
 Leadership is the real goal of the foundation. 
All scholarship recipients also receive a mentor, 
which Schwartz said is a very important aspect 
of the program. She pointed out that for some 
of the women this is the first time they’ve met 

a successful LBT person, and they are able to 
discuss their experiences with someone who 
may have a better understanding because she 
has also faced the same challenges.
 Through the grants program, the foundation 
has been able to fund all types of significant 
projects supporting women’s wellness, youth 
empowerment, therapeutic counseling, cul-
tural enrichment, equality and more. One of its 
most recent accomplishments was funding the 
creation of the LBT Women’s Health Directory, 
which it expects will have a significant impact 
on LBT women’s health, possibly even saving 
some women’s lives.
 Now the LBT women of South Florida have a 
place they can go to find a doctor with whom 
they can be completely open, honest and com-
fortable with, said Schwartz.

 For 2013, Aqua Foundation has identified 
three main funding priorities, and the one that 
Schwartz is most excited about is its plan to be-
gin supporting programs to help homeless LGBT 
youth.
 Schwartz hopes the effort will help induce 
other organizations to join this effort.
 Another 2013 funding priority is to create a 
conference for LBT young women on cultivating 
leadership, personal financial planning, health 
and business skills. The organization will also 
continue to support LBT women’s physical, men-
tal, and emotional health.
 When asked what other organizations might 
learn from the Aqua Foundation, Schwartz said 
that one of the most important aspects of the 
Aqua Foundation is really that is it operated by 
women and focused on women. 
 “Not that we don’t love the guys and don’t 
want to be part of those other organizations, 
but there’s not enough women who are involved 
in the greater community across the United 
States, from what I know, and I think that by 
establishing organizations that are by and for 
women you encourage more women to get in-
volved. That’s the first step,” she said.
 Schwartz encourages women from across the 
country to book their tickets for Aqua Girl and 
help develop future LBT leaders. She hopes that 
the event will draw 10,000 attendees this year.
 In addition, Schwartz pointed out, “There’s 
not a lot of places in the United States where 
you can go and for several days have a variety 
of events where you can be totally yourself and 
comfortable and have this awesome time and 
meet great people from all over the place.”
 Aqua Girl has not finalized its list of perform-
ers yet, but Schwartz expects that to happen 
sometime in late February or early March. She 
suggested the best way to stay abreast of event 
details is through Facebook. For questions, call 
305-576-2782 or visit www.aquagirl.org.

Aqua Girl offers parties, 
supports future LBT leaders

robin schwartz. Photo from schwartz

Test Positive Aware Network dazzled audiences once again this year March 2 at the Park West 
with two performances of its annual “Chicago Takes Off” event, this year mixing the show with a 
1920s plotline following a detective and his search for the missing husband of none other than 
the spectacular Miss Astrid, the evening’s mistress of ceremonies for this year’s “Neo Noir” show. 
While familiar acts took to the stage once again to raise money for a good cause, newer acts 
(that were still steamy) kept the crowd on the edges of their seats, yelling and begging for more. 
Photos and text by Katie sikora. 
More photos available online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Chicago Takes Off gets dark 
and steamy with ‘Neo Noir’
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Wed., March 6
Women’s Empower Hour with Megan Walls 

Growth-seeking women, question and 
answer discussion with Certified Leader-
ship and Personal Development Coach and 
Owner of Conscious Connection, to discuss 
the secret to navigating personal and pro-
fessional transitions. 11:30am-1:30pm, 
312-640-2300, Metropolitan Capital, 9 E. 
Ontario St. www.metcapbank.com

CALOr confidential Hiv and sTi testing 
Every Wednesday without charge, regard-
less of age, ability to pay or residency. 
The process, from completing the consent 
paperwork to getting the results, takes 
45 minutes. Counselors are available to 
review the results and provide referrals, 
as necessary. 12pm-4pm, CALOR, 3220 W 
Armitage Ave., www.calor.org

The sunshine When she’s Gone author 
Thea Goodman When Veronica Reed 
wakes up one frigid January morning, two 
things are “off.” First of all, she has had a 
good night’s sleep, which hasn’t happened 
in months. And second, both her husband 
and her baby are gone. 7:30pm, Women 
& Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark St., 
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Palm springs summer splash Cocktail 
Challenge Palm Springs, Calif., is seeking 
the best bartenders at top clubs across 
North America, including Sidetrack in 
Chicago. Palm Springs is challenging bar-
tenders to stir up Palm Springs inspired 
cocktails as part of the 4th Annual Palm 

Springs Summer Splash Cocktail Chal-
lenge. 8pm, 773-477-9189, Sidetrack, 
3349 N Halsted St., www.palmspring-
scocktailchallenge.com

QsC Turns 3! Treats compliments of The 
Sweet Purveyor, some great specials, and 
a free raffle with prizes for your mind, 
body, and soul. Well, realistically, at least 
your mind, liver, and torso! Raffle about 
10:30-11. Prizes include Archie’s gift cer-
tificates, custom Ts, and more. $2 Hamms, 
$5 Hamm n’ Beam, $3 Guinness Pub cans, 
$3 Jameson Shots. Archie’s Tavern, 2600 
W. Iowa St. 9pm, Archie’s Tavern, 2600 W. 
Iowa St.

Thursday, March 7 
Women of Color Health & Wellness Fair 

Take action for your health at Change My 
Story’s first-ever fair. Join women and 
girls from across Chicagoland and learn 
how you can empower yourself to live a 
healthier life: mind, body and soul. Free. 
11am-5pm, Chicago State University, 
Cordell Reed Student Center, Rotunda, 
9501 St. King Dr., www.changemystory.org

Eat to the Beat: Chicago High school for 
the Arts Next generation of Chicago art-
ists in a showcase of The Chicago High 
School for the Arts’ dazzling young talent. 
This multi-disciplinary performance will 
feature highlights from the 2012-2013 
ChiArts season and repertoire pieces from 
Chicago’s top dance companies. 12pm-
1pm, Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 
205 E Randolph St., http://gopride.com/

z7px
Pinot in the Windy City Taste Oregon’s best 

Pinot Noir and other varietals, interact 
first-hand with 64 producers from the Wil-
lamette Valley, enjoy delicious appetizers 
and Pinot-friendly bites. 6pm-9pm, 503-
297-2962, City Winery Chicago, City Win-
ery Chicago 1200 W. Randolph St., http://
willamettewines.com/pinot-in-the-city/ 

Queer Contra Dance Chicago Contra dance 
is a form of folk dance, similar to square 
dancing, but with lines of dancers rather 
than squares. In our gender-free version, 
instead of typical male-female gender 
roles, dancers determine their own role 
as a leader or follower. 6:30pm-9:30pm, 
www.lcfd.org, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
of Logan Square, located at 2649 N. Fran-
cisco Ave.

American veterans for Equal rights 
(AvEr) gay veterans Monthly meeting. 
7pm, 773-472-6469, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted St., www.averchicago.org

The Thank-you-for-Being-a-Friend Zine 
Tour Taryn Hipp, JC, Kerri Radley, and 
Sarah Rose. 7:30pm, Women & Children 
First Books, 5233 N. Clark St., www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com

indigo Girls in Concert with The shadow-
boxers Out lesbian duo well-known and 
award wining since their 1989 first hit, 
“Closer to Fine.”; 8pm, North Shore Center 
for the Performing Arts, 9501 Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, Tickets: www.northshorecenter.org

Friday, March 8
8th year anniversary of Leigh Gallery 

Lesbian-owned art gallery located in the 
heart of Boystown. 10% off of anything in 
the gallery for the month of March. Open 
Daily 11am -6pm. Closed Tuesdays; 11am, 
The Leigh Gallery, 3306 N Halsted St., 
www.theleighgallery.com

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater Ten 
performances through March 17. Robert 
Battle, Artistic Director, leads a 21-city 
tour, with both new and traditional piec-
es. Tickets $32 – $92 available online, by 
phone or box office. 7:30pm-9pm, 312-
341-2357, Auditorium Theatre of Roo-
sevelt University, 50 E Congress Pkwy., 

www.auditoriumtheatre.org; Tickets: 
http://ticketmaster.com/auditorium

sounding Like a no-no: Queer sounds 
and Eccentric Acts in the Post-soul Era. 
Author Francesca T. Royster traces a re-
bellious spirit in post-civil rights black 
music by focusing on a range of offbeat, 
eccentric, queer, or slippery performances 
by leading musicians; 7:30pm, Women & 
Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark St.

Occupy Dance 2013 Six celebrated chore-
ographers will explore the complex issue 
of poverty through dance and spoken 
word. 8pm, 847-491-7282, Josephine 
Louis Theater, 20 Arts Circle Dr. North-
western Evanston campus, www.tic.north-
western.edu

AFC benefit with Conya Doss Award-win-
ning songstress Conya Doss will perform 
to benefit the AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago (AFC), capping a two-day observance 
of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day by AFC. $30. 10:15pm, 
House of Blues, 329 N Dearborn St., Tick-
ets: http://conyadoss.brownpapertickets.
com

Saturday, March 9
Depression & Bipolar support Alliance 

(LGBTQ) Weekly, peer-led support group 
for members of the LGBTQ community 
with mood problems such as depression or 
bipolar disorder. Free. Community Room; 
11am-12:30pm, 872-216-3272, Howard 
Brown Health Center, 4025 N. Sheridan 
Rd., www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.com

The 2013 Chicago Flower and Garden 
show Returns for its annual show through 
March 17, 2013, at Navy Pier. 10am-8pm, 
312-595-5400, Navy Pier, 600 E. Grand 
Ave., www.chicagoflower.com

really rosie Children’s musical by award 
winning children’s author Maurice Sendak 
(who was gay) and Grammy Award winner 
Carole King. Aimed at children ages 3-9, 
but fun for adults and children of all ages. 

Through April 7. 2pm, 847-677-7761, Go-
rilla Tango Skokie Theatre, 7624 Lincoln 
Ave. Skokie, Twww.a-stw.org

i Like Wine/Test Positive Aware network 
Second annual ILRWW and Test Positive 
Awareness Network (TPAN) fundraiser for 
Chicago’s Ride for Aids to benefit TEAM 
TPAN. Bring a bottle of wine for all to 
enjoy. No cover charge and plenty of op-
portunity to give. Please sign up online. 
6:30pm-11pm, Second Unitarian Church 
656 W. Barry Ave., www.ilikewinechicago.
com; Tickets: www.ilikewinechicago.com

‘Boystown’ release party Mark Ortega’s 

Get

online
: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

AILEY NEWS

The Alvin Ailey 
American Dance 
Theater will perform at 
Auditorium Theatre.
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By JErry nunn

Celebrating more than 21 years of entertain-
ment, the latest project from award-winning 
filmmakers Fenton Bailey and Randy Barbato is 
the book The World According to Wonder. This 
eye-popping collectors’ item is almost 400 pages 
long and is chock full of pictures and memories. 
 On the forefront of reality television, the duo 
has had many hits over the years, with addictive 
shows like Million Dollar Listing for Bravo and 
RuPaul’s Drag Race on Logo. Bailey and Barbato 
have also directed more than 23 programs for 
HBO. They’ve also been involved with The Eyes 
of Tammy Faye, Inside Deep Throat and Becom-
ing Chaz.  
 Windy City talked with the Wonder boys about 
their book and Hollywood life.
 Windy City Times: so the last time we talk-
ed was for the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” docu-
mentary that you did for HBO. 
 Fenton Bailey: It has been a while!
 WCT: you haven’t been back to Chicago 
since then, have you?
 FB: The last time we were there was for the 
last few episodes of Oprah Winfrey’s show. Chaz 
Bono was on the show. I haven’t been back but 
I heard it’s really cold!
 WCT: it is. The book goes through your 
history even back to working on Manhattan 
Cable. 
 FB: That was our inspiration. It was the idea 
that anyone can make television. It was how we 
got started in the whole thing. 

 WCT: your company grew into a major op-
eration in the past 21 years.
 FB: Twenty-one years is an interesting period 
of time because you really do see the birth of 
reality TV. MTV’s Real World was on the air but 
that was the only show. In the past 20 years you 
have seen this medium go from the small screen 
to being the next big thing. In a way, our story 
is a version of that. It is not the definitive ver-
sion—that would be very presumptuous—but 
we have had a front-row seat. It is really in-
teresting that no one is telling the story of its 
evolution. 
 WCT: How did you go about putting the pic-
tures together for the book? is it a scrapbook 
for you?
 FB: Well, yes. The real miracle of the book is 
Idris Rheubottom and Tony Craig, [who] agreed 
to take all of these pictures of people for noth-
ing much more than love and passion. Without 
them we really couldn’t have done the book. 
Their work is fantastic. 
 WCT: The pictures of ruPaul’s Drag race are 
especially beautiful.
 FB: Mathu Anderson, who is the creative pro-
ducer on Drag Race, was on set every day un-
til we were able to get those shots. Mathu has 
worked with Ru for years. This was before light-
ing and Photoshop and things of that nature. 
 WCT: i’ve been watching season five since it 
started.
 Randy Barbato: It is the best season ever!
 WCT: Was there one celebrity that meant 
the most to you personally meeting?

 FB: Meeting RuPaul was a life-changing mo-
ment for us. He wasn’t famous when we met him 
but we knew he was a massive star. 
 RB: Tammy Faye, too. Those are our two fa-
vorite drag queens on the planet: RuPaul and 
Tammy Faye! Fenton talked about the evolution 
of reality television; well, it felt the same way in 
terms of drag. We have always been fascinated 
by drag queens. 
 When Fenton and I first met we spent a lot of 
time hanging out at the Pyramid Club in East 
New York. Our teachers were all of the drag 
queens that hung out there. We were going to 

NYU grad school but our real education was at 
the Pyramid Club. It has been exciting to watch 
the evolution and mainstreaming of drag. We 
have kind of been a part of it. 
 WCT: you are already working on The World 
According to Wonder, volume Two?
 FB: We sure are. We realized that we left out 
some people, and on we go. It is such a fun 
thing to do. The idea of the book was to give 
some explanation to why we have done what we 
have done but also the thank all of the people 
we have work with over the years. It is a crazy 
collection of amazing and different people. It is 
like a big thank-you note. 
 WCT: On that note, let’s play the nunn’s 
name Game where i call out some past peo-
ple you have worked with and stars featured 
in the book. Just say a word associated with 
them. Here goes … Tori spelling.
 RB: NoTORIous!
 FB: TORInado!
 WCT: John Waters
 FB: Genius 
 RB: QUEENius!
 WCT: Pamela Anderson
 FB: Edit Baywatch. We say that because when 
we did her show she would come into the edit 
bay pretty much all of the time every day. 
 WCT: Oprah Winfrey
 FB: Age of Oprah. This is definitely the age of 
Oprah and she is the queen.
 WCT: Carrie Fisher
 FB: Brilliant 
 WCT: ruPaul
 RB: Sweet thing
 FB: She’s got legs! 
 WCT: Chaz Bono
 FB: Courage 
 WCT: Tammy Faye
 FB: Saint 
 RB: Heaven
 visit Amazon.com to purchase The World 
According to Wonder and keep up with the 
team’s projects at www.worldofwonder.net. 

Talking with ‘Wonder’-ful
duo Fenton Bailey
and Randy Barbato

Fenton Bailey and randy Barbato. 



official ‘Boystown’ single release party and perfor-
mance, hosted by James Gavin. 10pm, Spin, 800 W. 
Belmont Ave., www.markortegaentertainment.com

Sunday, March 10
national Women and Girls Hiv/AiDs Awareness 

Day Order or download National Women & Girls 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day-themed posters, fliers and 
stickers from Greater Than AIDS for your own event. 
12pm, Online, www.greaterthan.org/2013/02/
women-girls-2013/

Love your Body Wellness Fair Free wellness work-
shops, community resources, pap tests, breast/
chest exams, HIV/STI testing, vitals checks, Hepa-
titis A and B vaccines, counseling intakes, female 
condom demonstration, nutrition consultations, 
beauty care, group acupuncture, yoga, cranial 
sacral massage, sexual health workshop, nutrition 
workshop, live entertainment and hors d’oeuvres. 
1pm-4pm, 773-388-8993, Haymarket Center 120 N. 
Sangamon St., www.howardbrown.org

Chicago HEr / HrC va ~ va ~ vaudeville Titillating 
comedy, burlesque beauties hosted by Gwen La Roka, 
hilarious Chicago comedian as seen on the TBS Just 
for Laughs Festival. $15. 6:30pm, Mayne Stage, 
1328 W. Morse Ave., Chicago, Tickets: http://ac-
tion.hrc.org/site/calendar?id=112021&view=detail 

Dustin Lance Black’s new Play, “8” One night-only 
reading of a play chronicling the historic trial in 
the federal constitutional challenge to California’s 
Prop. 8, written by Dustin Lance Black. Featuring 
Megan Cavanagh. “8” info@opalga.org; 7:30pm, 
Arts Center of Oak Park, The Ernest Hemingway Mu-
seum, 200 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park, www.opalga.
org

Monday, March 11 
The August Wilson Monologue Competition Twen-

ty-two students advancing to the Chicago Finals. 
Sponsored by The League of Chicago Theatres, 
Goodman Theatre, and the University of Illinois 
at Chicago. Students perform a 2-3 minute mono-
logue of their choosing from one of the ten plays 
in August Wilson’s Century Cycle. 6pm, Goodman 
Theatre, 170 N Dearborn St., http://chicagoplays.
com/august-wilson-monologue-competition.html

Tuesday, March 12
Benefit for PAWs Chicago (Pets Worth saving) New 

sports tavern will celebrate its renovation with a 
re-opening event. Buffet, two drink tickets, free 
pool until 10pm, $10. Benefits PAWS CHICAGO, the 
Midwest’s largest non-profit, No Kill humane orga-
nization. 6pm-10pm, Fox and Hound Bar and Grill, 
918 W Dundee Rd., Arlington Heights, http://go-
pride.com/z7zi

Lesléa newman Reading from October Mourning: A 
Song for Matthew Shepard. Newman wrote to try 
to understand the impact this hate crime has had 
on the world and on herself. 7:30pm, Women & 
Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark St., www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com

Wed., March 13 
Annual Clarence Darrow event Wreath-throwing 

marks his death 75 years ago. Presentation: Labor 
and Race Relations Today by Tom Geoghegan, Juan 
Perea, Anita Weinberg. 10am, Museum of Science & 
Industry (first outside behind the museum at the 
Darrow Bridge, then inside for a program), http://
www.darrowbridge.org

Cinema slapdown round 44: Compliance A fas-
cinatingly uncomfortable screening. 7pm-10pm, 
312-369-6708, Columbia College Chicago, Film Row 
Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., 8th Floor, http://
colum.edu/film

Thursday, March 14 
46th Ward Awards Fundraiser This award sea-

son, join Alderman James Cappleman to cel-
ebrate and recognize the best of the 46th Ward. 
6pm-9:30pm, 773-829-2199, Holiday Club, 4000 
N. Sheridan Rd., https://docs.google.com/file/
d/0b0ffri071slxvffkunbtd0nialk/edit?pli=1; Tick-
ets: http://gopride.com/z7xd

Dating for Queer nerds Pi Day Celebration Love life 
obtuse? Looking for a cutie? Try a new angle on 
romance with other LGBT smarties at this singles 
bash. $30. Registration required. 7pm-10pm, 855-
637-3568, Will’s Northwoods Inn, 3030 N. Racine 
Ave., http://queerpiday.eventbrite.com/#; Tickets: 
http://nerdsatheart.com

“He likes to get me on my back.”—Ewan Mc-
Gregor talks about his photo shoot with Bruce 
Weber for the Oscars edition of Vanity Fair. Dou-
ble entendre intended, I’m sure.
 Another year, another Academy Awards. Has it 
only been a year since the last Oscars? It seems 
longer. At the end of this year’s Oscars, I felt 
like it had been a year since it started! Why is it 
impossible to bring this show in at three hours? 
I simply don’t understand it. They cut more and 
more categories, and then add more and more 
rubbish. Coco Chanel always said, “Before you 
go out the door, take something off”—words 
I’ve lived by. This year, it seemed like the Acad-
emy added five things to compensate for every 
one thing they cut.
 I had no problem with Seth MacFarlane. He 
certainly has a multitude of talents that make 
him a good host. But, decide if you’re going to 
do a monologue, a filmed bit, a song OR a dance. 
Don’t do them ALL. By the time Seth finished 
his intro, I expected to hear, “Thank you, and 
good night!” We were a half hour into the show 
and not a single award had been given out. And 
do you know whose fault it was? Neil Patrick 
Harris. Because NPH does so many things bril-
liantly (and, I daresay, more efficiently), every-
one wants to try. In the end, one reporter hit 
the nail on the head—this was as if the Oscars 
were trying to be the Tonys.
 There were some high points. Surely, Shirley 

Bassey saved the first half of the show from 
turning into a sleep aid by belting out a glori-
ous “Goldfinger” to cap off an otherwise lack-
luster tribute to James Bond. Whenever Cath-
erine Spartacus Douglas Zeta Jones hits the 
stage, you know she wants it so bad she can 
taste it. Jennifer Hudson always delivers. The 
“Les Miz” segment was fine (aside from a ca-
cophony in the ensemble where nobody was to-
gether). Then there’s Barbra and “The Way We 
Were.” When someone called me from rehearsal 
to tell me what she was singing, I was ashamed 
of myself—of course that’s what she’d do. I was 
embarrassed to have not figured it out. It was 
a lovely tribute to Marvin Hamlisch and all the 
others we’ve lost this year. I found it interesting 
that the “In Memoriam” montage started before 
she even came out ... because we wouldn’t want 
anything to distract us from Babs.
 In yet another example of how quickly the 
world is changing, an Emerson College sopho-
more has gotten some unexpected help in pay-
ing for transgender surgery. Donnie Collins is a 
member of Phi Alpha Tau. When he found out 
that student medical insurance would not cover 
“top surgery” (removal of his breasts), he re-
portedly sobbed in front of H&M in downtown 
Boston—which hits home for me because I, too, 
have cried in front of that very store. 
 His frat brothers decided then and there to 
help raise the money and set up an Indiegogo 
campaign (the direct link is on our website). In 

short order, the press began covering the sto-
ry. As of this writing, they’ve raised more than 
$20,000—far exceeding their goal. The brothers 
have stated that all excess funds will be donated 
to the Jim Collins Foundation, a non-profit or-
ganization that provides financial assistance to 
people going through gender-reassignment sur-
gery.
 Chaz Bono is once again turning up on the 
small screen, but this time he ain’t dancing. 
He’ll be playing himself in the season premiere 
of ABC Family’s The Secret Life of the American 
Teenager. Here’s how Chaz describes the scene: 
“One of the characters is questioning the valid-
ity of his child being his because the kid doesn’t 
share his hair color. The producers were looking 
for someone like me who doesn’t have the same 
hair color as their parents. It’s a funny scene.” I 
guess you have to see it. Chaz hopes this is just 
the beginning of reviving his acting career. (He 
studied drama at NYU.) “I really want to play 
against type and let people see me as someone 
other than myself,” he added. 
 This week’s “Ask Billy” question come from Ja-
vier in New York: “I love Scandal and that hot-ass 
papi, Huck. What can you tell me about him? Any 
nude photos? I heard he was gay.”
 I first saw Guillermo Diaz in Just One Time, 
a movie that hit the gay film festivals back in 
1999. Actually, I really first saw him the previ-
ous year in the eight-minute short that helped 

raise money for the feature film. (It was part of 
Boys Life 3, which also included Jason Gould’s 
“Inside Out.”) You can be forgiven for not rec-
ognizing Diaz—the hunky man today bears little 
resemblance to the adorable but slight youth 
from 15 years ago. In the intervening years, he’s 
worked consistently in a variety of projects—
from Stonewall and Party Girl, to Chappelle’s 
Show and Weeds. Yes, he is gay and very open 
about it ... so open that he posed nude for Pin-
ups magazine in 2010. When asked why he did 
the shoot (as it were), Guillermo said, “I love 
this photographer and it was a new and cool 
way to express myself.” How Madonna of him. 
You can enjoy the fruits of his labors on Bil-
lyMasters.com.
 When posing nude is considered passé, it’s 
definitely time to end yet another column. You 
know who doesn’t take nudity lightly? Jane 
Fonda. She thought MacFarlane’s “We Saw Your 
Boobs” number was in bad taste: “Why not list 
all the penises we’ve seen?” I think Jane might 
be onto something. Of course, all those penises 
eventually turn up on www.BillyMasters.com, 
the site that caters to its members. If you have 
something you’d like me to look into, send a 
note to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to 
get back to you before someone mistakes Cher 
for a dark-haired Chaz. So, until next time, re-
member, one man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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Chaz Bono
is back on Tv.
Photo from
Brenna
McEowen
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By rOss FOrMAn
 
When Betty Kollar is inducted into the Chicago 
16-Inch Softball Hall of Fame April 13, she will 
give a tip-of-her-hat salute, with a sly grin, to 
“Tina.”

When Kollar was 14, she was approached 
about playing in a women’s league when one of 
the teams needed players. But since league rules 
at the time stated that all players had to be at 
least 18 years old, Kollar played under someone 
else’s identity.

“Everyone called me Tina,” Kollar said, years 
later.

Opposing teams were so impressed with “Tina” 
that one team, in fact, asked her to switch 
and play for them the following season. Kollar 
agreed, so, the following season, team person-
nel called Kollar’s home … and asked to speak 
with “Tina.”

Kollar’s mom, who answered the phone, re-
plied: “There’s no Tina [living] here.”

It was quickly discovered that “Tina” was sim-
ply Kollar’s on-the-field persona due to age is-
sues.

Kollar played softball, basketball and ran track 
for Lane Technical High School (she graduated 
in 1978). She attended University of Illinois at 
Chicago where she played basketball for four 
years and for three years played softball and ran 
sprints in track.

Now 52 and living in suburban Beverly, Kollar 
is still swinging for the fences on her field of 
dreams. She plans to continue playing for an-
other season or two.

Kollar and Cheryl Teale are the two Hall of 
Fame inductees from the Class of 2012 repre-
senting the women’s division. The Hall of Fame 
ceremony will be held at Drury Lane in Oak 

Brook, honoring players, teams, umpires, man-
agers, media members and more.

“The Hall of Fame induction is very exciting,” 
said Kollar who, in October 2012, had a civil-
union ceremony with her partner of 21 years, 
Julie Iverson. “I pretty much know all of the 
other women who have been inducted [into the 
Hall of Fame]; it’s a small, tight-knit community, 
and when you’ve been playing for as long as I 
have, you have either played with, or against, 
most of the best players. Sixteen-inch softball is 
a sport that is truly unique to Chicago.

“I’m so overwhelmed that I got selected.”
The Chicago 16-Inch Softball Hall of Fame was 

founded in 1996, and this was the first year Kol-
lar was nominated.

“I’m honored to be inducted,” she said. “It’s 
hard to stop playing, though my body says it’s 
time to retire. But I still love it.”

Kollar played the 16-inch, gloveless version of 
softball—as opposed to the now more-common, 
glove-mandated 12-inch version of softball—
throughout the city, including at Grant Park and 
Thillens Stadium. She also has played in count-
less suburbs.

Kollar guessed she has played on 10 or 15 
teams throughout her career, including a cham-
pionship-winning team one year at Wells Park.

Kollar also played soccer, even in Europe. 
Softball, though, was more recreational, more 
fun, she said. “[Softball] was competitive, but 
a good time,” Kollar said.

When she eventually retires from playing, Kol-
lar said she plans to pursue coaching options. 
But first, she plans to return to the field in the 
spring with her team named Hangovers.

“It’s always been a great game to play—in the 
park, in the school playground, literally every-
where,” Kollar said. “I’ll admit, one of the really 

neat things [about the Hall of Fame honor is], 
years from now, my family will see my softball 
legacy; they will see how I loved the game; 
that’s thrilling.”

Kollar said her softball career highlights in-
clude countless, multi-game, weekend tourna-
ments, played every season. “The adrenaline 

really starts pumping when you play in tourna-
ments, which often are very competitive,” she 
said. “Often, those tournaments are hot days 
and your body is spent at the end of the day. 
We’d often play at Grant Park, which was gor-
geous.”
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Softball Hall of Fame 
welcomes Betty Kollar

An undated photo of Betty Kollar playing softball. Photo from Kollar
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THINKING OF  BANKRUPTCY? – MAKING A FRESH START     
Q. During the holidays I went wild with my credit cards. I find myself buried in debt and I don’t even 
know how much I owe. I just lost my job this year and have been afraid to open my mail because of all 
the bills. Should I file for bankruptcy?

A. Over five years ago Congress enacted a new Bankruptcy law. The law made substantial changes to Chapter 
7 requiring a “means testing” approach to consumer bankruptcy. The law requires people with incomes 
above their state’s median income level, who can pay at least $6,000 over five years (that is, $100 a month), 
to involuntarily enter into repayment plans. Currently, the median income for single people in Illinois is 
$45,545.00
  When an individual files for a Chapter 7 bankruptcy, their income is subject to a two-part means test. 
The judge subjects the individual’s income to a formula that exempts certain expenses (rent, food, etc.) to 
determine whether that individual can afford to pay 25 percent of their “nonpriority unsecured debt,” such as 
credit card bills. Second, the individual’s income is compared to the median income of the state where they 
reside.  
  If the individual’s income is above their state’s median income and they can afford to pay 25 percent of 
their nonpriority unsecured debt, then that individual cannot file for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, but can under 
Chapter 13. If the individual’s income is less than the state median income but they can still pay 25 percent 
of their unsecured debt, then they may be able to file a Chapter 7 bankruptcy still. In a Chapter 7 bankruptcy, 
your assets, minus those exempted by your state, are liquidated and given to creditors, and many of your 
remaining debts are cancelled. Since many Chapter 7 filers don’t have assets that qualify for liquidation, 
credit card companies and other creditors can get nothing. 
  For the individual in the question, since you are unemployed the threshold to file a Chapter 7 is much 
lower and its benefits and burdens should be thoroughly reviewed with your bankruptcy attorney. AND be 
careful with credit card charges; the law does not allow you to run up your credit cards and then discharge 
your debts in a bankruptcy. Some of those debts may not be dischargeable if they are incurred too close to a 
filing.

Outgames ‘17 in 
Miami Beach

After site visits to Reykjavik, Iceland, and 
Miami Beach, Fla., World Outgames delegates 
have voted to hold the 2017 event in the U.S. 
city, according to Gay Star News.
 Paul Brummitt, chair of the selection com-
mittee, was excited about the quality of both 
bids: “Both cities have sent amazing bids, 
and their presentations really dazzled del-
egates.”
 This year’s Outgames will be held in Ant-
werp, Belgium, July 31-Aug. 11. Among the 
dozens of competitive sports are diving, ten-
nis, same-sex dancing, yoga, petanque and 
martial arts, according to the event’s website.
 The full report is at www.windycityme-
diagroup.com/lgbt/Outgames-17-in-Miami-
Beach/41747.html.

Sports shorts
 UFC President Dana White talked about 
how he would react if a male fighter came 
out and if an opponent refused to fight a gay 
athlete. According to Yahoo! Sports, White 
said, “Most of the guys that are in this sport 
are really good people. I honestly don’t see 
a situation where that would happen, but if 
it did, I’d fix it.” He also said, “Some of our 
guys, and I, have said some things that make 
it look like we’re homophobes. But we’re not, 
and we’ve apologized.”
 A report that GLsEn (the Gay, Lesbian & 
Straight Education Network) released reveals 
that LGBT students can greatly benefit from 
participation in school-based athletics, but 
many of these students experience harass-
ment, assault and discrimination that nega-
tively impact their participation, according 
to a press release. GLSEN’s research brief, The 
Experiences of LGBT Students in School Ath-
letics, is an in-depth look at the experiences 
of more than 8,000 LGBT student-athletes, 
using data from GLSEN’s 2011 National School 

Climate Survey. See www.glsen.org for the full 
report.
 Major League Baseball (MLB) and the Hous-
ton Astros will co-host the second annual 
MLB Diversity Business summit June 19, 
according to a press release. The event will 
provide attendees with unprecedented access 
to human-resource and procurement execu-
tives from all 30 MLB teams, MLB Network, 
MLB Advanced Media, minor-league baseball 
clubs and MLB’s central office. The MLB and 
the Chicago White Sox co-hosted the first 
summit in 2012.
 Former Notre Dame linebacker Manti Te’o 
said he was the victim of an online hoax 
involving a girlfriend (who it turned out 
never existed)—but now NFL teams report-
edly want to know if Te’o is gay, according 
to a ThinkProgress.org item. NBC Sports and 
Pro Football Talk’s Mike Florio told radio host 
Dan Patrick that the issue of Te’o’s sexual-
ity has become “the elephant in the room” 
for NFL teams interested in drafting him. In 
2011, the NFL and the NFL Players Associa-
tion added sexual orientation to the league’s 
nondiscrimination statute.

Dorothy Hamill joining
‘Stars on Ice’ March 8

The figure-skating production Stars on Ice 
has announced that Olympic gold medalist, 
world champion and three-time U.S. national 
champion Dorothy Hamill is joining its tour.

Hamill will help bid a fond farewell to long-
time cast member Kurt Browning, who will 
be giving his final U.S. tour performances. 
The Stars on Ice “Now & Then” Tour will visit 
Rosemont, Ill., on Friday, March 8, 2013, for a 
7:30 p.m. performance at Allstate Arena.

Tickets start at $25 and go on sale Nov. 
16. Special on-ice seating is available upon 
request. Visit www.ticketmaster.com, all Tick-
etmaster outlets or the arena’s box office, or 
call 800-745-3000.
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Chicago Zine Fest 
taking place 
March 8-9
 The fourth annual Chicago Zine Fest will take 
place March 8-9.
 It will take place at a variety of venues, includ-
ing Columbia College’s Conaway Center, 1104 S. 
Wabash Ave.; 826CHI, 1331 N. Milwaukee Ave.; 
and Quimby’s Bookstore, 1854 W. North Ave.
 On Saturday, from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., 200 zin-
esters will exhibit their publications, host work-
shops and lead panel discussions at the Conaway 
Center. Also featured will be an art show, kids’ 
activities and a reading room. All events are free 
and open to the public.
 See www.ChicagoZineFest.org.

March 8 AFC benefit
with ‘Queen of 
Indie Soul’
 Award-winning songstress and “Queen of Indie 
Soul” Conya Doss will perform on Friday, March 
8, at the House of Blues, 329 N. Dearborn St., to 
benefit the AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC).
 Doss’ performance will cap a two-day obser-
vance of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day (March 10) by AFC. On Thursday, 
March 7, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., AFC will host “Change 
My Story: Healthy, Whole and Happy Wellness 
Fair” at Chicago State University, 9501 S. King 
Dr. The free event invites women and girls from 
across Chicagoland to learn how to live a health 

ier life: mind, body and soul. (Doss will make an 
appearance at a 2 p.m. workshop session.)
 Tickets for the March 8 event are $30; see 
http://conyadoss.brownpapertickets.com.

Gay country singer
drops CD March 12
 Out country artist Drake Jensen is back with 
his brand new album OUTlaw, which will be re-
leased March 12.
 Jensen began making his mark on country mu-
sic with his debut album On My Way to Finding 
You, which charted in the European Country Mu-
sic Association’s top 100. OUTlaw contains such 
songs as “Scars,” “Be” and “Crazy Beautiful.”
 See www.drakejensen.ca.

Conya Doss. Photo by stephen Midgette
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Island House
Award-winning clothing-optional resort for men. Luxurious 

rooms. Poolside café and bar. Gym, sauna, steamroom,  
Jacuzzis. Poolside massage pavilion.

800-890-6284 or 305-294-6284
islandhousekeywest.com

New Orleans House
The only all male guesthouse on Duval Street. Part of the 

Bourbon Street Pub Complex. Stay where you play!
888-293-9893 or 305-293-9800

neworleanshousekw.com 

Alexander’s Gay and Lesbian Guesthouse
Fabulous Breakfast and Daily Poolside Happy Hour 

included! Read our reviews on TripAdvisor!
800-654-9919 or 305-294-9919

alexanderskeywest.com

With our live-and-let-live philosophy and official One Human Family 
point of view, Key West takes The Florida Keys’ come-as-you-are 
attitude to a whole new place. And with annual events like Key West  
Pride, you can celebrate your true colors 365 days a year. 
fla-keys.com/gaykeywest 1.866.904.0543
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Every day is flag day.

Key West Pride • June 5-9, 2013 • keywestpride.org

http://www.keywestpride.org



