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Marine speaks about
White house proposal

By Ross FoRman
 
The whirlwind, record-setting romance of Matthew Phelps and Ben Schock start-
ed at the White House and came full circle six months later at the White House, 
and now has two gay men thrilled for their lives together.
 The courtship of Phelps and Schock actually started back in 2010, when they 
met in Washington D.C., at the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network annual 
dinner. Phelps was living in San Diego at the time, while Schock was Seattle-
based, so they exchanged contact information and stayed in touch.
 Flash-forward to 2012. Schock was now living in D.C. and Phelps was in the 
nation’s capital often for work.
 Phelps, 35, graduated from Naperville North High School in 1995, then earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y. After 
working at Walt Disney Entertainment, he enlisted with the U.S. Marine Corps in 
2002, and is now a captain. In 2005, he became a logistics officer and spent 10 
months in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Phelps had come out as gay at 
age 18, in 1995, but went back in the closet when he joined the military.
 Schock, 26, is now in school, pursuing a nursing degree after graduating with 
a journalism and Spanish degree from the University of Washington. He came 
out at 14.
 This past May, through his involvement with OutServe, the professional orga-
nization of actively-serving LGBT military members, Phelps received an invita-
tion to attend the LGBT Pride Month reception at the White House on June 15.
 “When I got the invitation, I thought it would be a perfect time to ask him 
to go as my date,” Phelps said. “I had to give him an offer he couldn’t refuse 
because I really wanted to go out on a date with him, and that’s the best thing 
I could come up with.”
 “It doesn’t get much better than that [for a first date],” Schock said, laughing.
 But Phelps actually had to do a bit of personal research before he officially 
invited Schock. Phelps casually sent Schock a text message, asking his thoughts 
about President Obama. Schock replied that he supports Obama, voted for him 
and hoped he was re-elected—and that he loved Michelle, too.
 Phelps, with a smile, admitted that, if Schock replied that he hadn’t supported 
Obama, “I don’t think we’d be having this [interview],” Phelps said.
 Phelps and Schock—wearing military attire and a suit, respectively—were 
among about 500 at the annual president-hosted Pride Reception at the White 
House. 
 And this was the first such event after the end of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”
 “I was nervous that night, for a lot of reasons,” Phelps admitted.
 But the reception went smoothly. Both enjoyed drinks and hors d’oeuvres, 

The legendary Bette midler talks about her new movie, Parental Guidance, 
and the gay-rights movement. Read the interview on page 20. Photo by 
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COURTING OPINION
Ask Lambda Legal deals with anti-gay 
actions against judges.
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“For the past 200 years no oppositional movement has succeeded without the involvement 
of an engaged community press. From Common Sense to the abolitionist and suffragist 
movements to the labor, civil rights, and women’s movement, the importance of the press 
cannot be overstated. The lesbian and gay press played a central role in the emergence 
of a newly self-confident and visible community that demanded its share of the American 
dream. The political successes of the gay liberation movement, and the defeats, were 
reported in the pages of the lesbian and gay press while the mainstream press ignored or 
denigrated our efforts. Today, in the age of presidential evolution towards recognition of 
our humanity, and in the era of the Internet, Facebook and Twitter, it is possible to presume 
that the need for an independent GLBT press is past. But this would be a mistake. As 
we learned during the AIDS epidemic, when push comes to shove—as it reliably does—
there is no substitute for a focused, relentless and smart GLBT press. Tracy Baim has long 
represented the best of the GLBT press, and this book will be a valuable resource in the 
struggle not to forget our history as we continue to fight for our future.” 

— Larry Gross, USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism,
author of Up From Invisibility: Lesbians, Gay Men, and the Media in America

“Tracy Baim’s Gay Press, Gay Power: The Growth of LGBT Community Newspapers in 
America is a complete treasure for anyone interested in queer history, the intricacies 
of social movements, or media in the United States. Comprehensive, well written, and 
well researched, this media journey from homosexual to gay to queer is eye-opening 
and inspiring. If you thought you knew about this aspect of the gay movement—guess 
again: You will be endlessly surprised. The bravery of individuals, groups, collectives, and 
organizations here is breathtaking and vital. You can’t understand queer life today without 
understanding the history of the LGBT media. This book is endlessly entertaining and 
extremely important.” 

— Michael Bronski, author of A Queer History of the United States, 
Professor of the Practice in Media and Activism, Harvard University

“This meticulously researched book captures the flavor and nuance of a myriad of specific 
events and times through compelling interviews with the people involved, gay and straight, 
backed up with insightful analysis. Hundreds of images of magazine covers, news clips, 
photos and ads from the 1800s to today present a comprehensive, stunning visual history 
of the evolving relationship between the media and the LGBT community.  Belongs on 
everyone’s bookshelf.” 

— Jean Latz Griffin, former Chicago Tribune reporter, author of 
In the Same Breath and One Spirit: A Creation Story for the 21st Century

“Gay Press, Gay Power tells the story of the women and men who focused a revolutionary 
lens on our activism and still grind it every day, brightening the light on the paths of the 
LGBT generations that succeed us.” 

— John Teets, former editor for the Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Tribune

“Gay Press, Gay Power is a meticulous and prodigious work, long overdue. It will be a 
reference source—but, more importantly, a source of inspiration.”

— Barbara Ettorre, former reporter for The New York Times, 
New York’s Daily News and Chicago Today; founder and editor, LetterBalm.com 
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including, “the best grilled cheese sandwich I 
have ever had,” Schock said with a smile. Phelps 
even got to shake Obama’s hand—and the Presi-
dent thanked Phelps for his service.
 After the reception, Schock had made reserva-
tions for dinner for the two.
 “By the end of that night, I was completely 
sold,” Phelps said.
 The two even held hands along Pennsylvania 
Avenue en route to the restaurant.
 So how do you follow that first date?
 Well, their second date was just as amazing.
 Later that month, Phelps flew home to San 
Diego to prepare for his change of command as 
he was the company commander at the recruit-
ment depot. Schock, meanwhile, quit his job to 
further his education.
 So Phelps invited Schock to San Diego to meet 
his family and participate—as his date—in this 
career milestone moment. Schock agreed.
 The day Schock flew to San Diego, Phelps was 
participating in a sail boat race on San Diego 
Bay. Schock landed at the airport, took a cab to 
a restaurant and watched Phelps sail by. After 

the race, Phelps stopped at the dock to pick up 
Schock.
 They had a champagne toast as they went 
back to the harbor to return the boat.
 That was followed by a walk along the beach.
 “That was the night I told Ben that I loved 
him and that we were going to be, us,” Phelps 
said.
 “I felt the same way,” Schock said, “and was 
going to try my hardest to be with this man, to 
make him happy.”
 Both were pragmatic, though, knowing it had 
been a short time of them truly being together.
 Their third date was just as jaw-dropping. 
Phelps took Schock to the Pentagon, where he 
spoke at the inaugural Department of Defense 
Pride Event.
 Their parents met for the first time at the 
annual HRC National Dinner in October—and 
Phelps that night asked Schock’s dad for permis-
sion to marry Schock.
 In late November, they received an invitation 
for the Military Partners and Families Coalition, 
an LGBT organization, for a holiday tour at the 
White House. It happened on Dec. 15, no less—
their six-month anniversary.
 Phelps then went into thinking and planning 
mode, convinced Schock was Mr. Right for him.
 Schock just wasn’t in on Phelps’ proposal plan.
 In fact, when they went to the White House, 
Phelps had given the ring to a friend, so she 

could take it through security and Schock 
wouldn’t see it.
 “We got to the last stop on the tour, and near 
a Christmas tree, we walked up to it like we 
were going to take a picture, just like we had in 
front of other trees—and then I turned to Ben, 
dropped down on one knee, and asked him to 
marry me,” Phelps.
 The overwhelmed Schock instantly said, ‘Yes.’
 Plenty were snapping pictures—and photos 
of them went viral, as the two became the first 
same-sex wedding proposal at the White House. 
(In June 2012, Scout, a transgender man and 
also a former Chicagoan, proposed to his girl-
friend Liz Margolies, and they were married in 
December.)
 “That was the happiest moment of my life,” 
Schock said, “and I will admit I was completely 
shocked, completely blown away, totally sur-
prised.”
 That wasn’t it for Phelps’ wild night—and 
Schock’s surprise. They went to a nearby hotel 
for an engagement celebration with about 30 of 
their friends. Schock didn’t know any were going 
to be there.
 “We never anticipated the evening to have an 

impact beyond the following morning,” Phelps 
said.
 However, the two have been media darlings, 
and they even were included in commentary 
from talk-show host Conan O’Brien.
 “It’s a really weird feeling to think that what 
we’re doing is making history because we’re just 
living our lives. This is just Ben and Matthew,” 
Phelps said. “That said, if people recognize this 
as something special and there’s something to 
be drawn from this, then fantastic.
 “If us being the public face of equality, and 
that moves equality along, we’re all for it.”
 Phelps and Schock are planning a May mar-
riage—in Washington D.C., or Washington state.
 “We have some challenges ahead because the 
Defensive Marriage Act is still intact, so, when I 
get [deployment] orders to Japan this [upcom-
ing] summer, which I’m expecting, the govern-
ment is not going to recognize our marriage, so 
Ben is not a dependent and will not be going 
over there officially with me.
 “It’s a dark cloud over us.”
 But both remain optimistic.
 “I still really love the Marine Corps and we’re 
going to get this all settled,” Phelps. “My [Ma-
rine] colleagues have been among the first to 
congratulate us.”
 In fact, the first congratulatory phone call 
Phelps received after the proposal was from a 
straight infantry officer.  
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proposal from cover

michael Phelps (left) and Ben schock. Photo by Ross Forman

By maTTHeW C. ClaRK

On Dec. 13, the White House Office of En-
gagement welcomed a group of Illinois lead-
ers—including members of the LGBT commu-
nity—who met to be briefed on and discuss 
the impact of the fiscal cliff if new legisla-
tion fails to take an effect before the end of 
the year, according to members of that del-
egation. The delegation consisted of about 
50 individuals, and included labor leaders, 
healthcare service providers, ministers and 
social-service policy leaders.
 First, the Center for American Progress first 
briefed the delegation on what the fiscal cliff 
means (a series of spending cuts and tax in-
creases that will go into effect unless Con-
gress passes a new budget by the year’s end)
and its potential impact. 

 Then, the delegation saw a number of pre-
sentations by the Obama administration’s 
National Economic Council. Tina Chen, a Chi-
cago attorney who is Michelle Obama’s chief 
of staff, also gave a briefing on the White 
House Council on Women and Girls.
 According to the delegates, the series of 
actions that will go into effect at the end of 
the year, should no new legislation prevent 
it, would include an increase on taxes for 
the middle class as well as cuts for funding 
for many LGBT social services and projects, 
including LGBT youth homelessness and HIV 
funding.
 Center on Halsted CEO Modesto “Tico” Valle, 
one of the members of the delegation, said he 
thinks the cuts are ultimately avoidable, but 
addressing the issue falls within the Center’s 
new strategic plan because of the ways it im-
pacts LGBT people.
 “For the first time ever, we believe we can 
have a generation without AIDS,” Valle said, 
providing one example. He said testing and 

prevention funding is essential. Valle said 
if people know their status, and are seeking 
treatment to suppress the virus, then it great-
ly reduces the likelihood of the virus spread-
ing. If the fiscal cliff were to go into affect, 
many of the testing and prevention programs 
and studies in the country, as well as here in 
Chicago, would lose sources of funding.
 Valle also said there are studies being done 
for the first time to extensively study LGBT 
youth homelessness, and that cuts to funding 
would potentially undermine these studies.
 Another member of the delegation was The 
Morten Group President Mary Morten. The 
Morten Group is a consulting firm that spe-
cializes in social change and public-policy ad-
vocacy. It works with community healthcare 
providers such as Howard Brown and Esper-
anza. 
 Morten stated the meeting was an excellent 
opportunity to ask questions and learn how 
to help.
 “We have a lot of questions about par-
ticular pieces, about how some of the work 
was being down with regard to just letting 
people know, what this all means, and what 
the potential impacts are,” she said. “And so 
we were brought there, at the end of the day, 
to help get that word out: to say this is re-
ally what it means, this is the action you can 
take, these are the calls you can make, and 
lets all push from various sides.
 “At the end of the day we’re all one team 
working on these issues and we want to make 
sure that we proceed in a positive matter.” 
 Yet another member of the delegation, 
Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov, said 
education is key, and that people need to 
know how this will impact them directly.
 “It’s our role as citizens to demand a rea-
sonable solution to this,” he said. Cherkasov 
called for direct campaigns that are commit-
ted to finding a solution that does not in-
clude cutting funding for people who are in 
need, and making sure the top two percent of 
income earners pay their fair share.
 All of the delegates were supportive of how 
the Obama administration is approaching the 
issue.
 “The next four years are going to be a new 
way of doing business,” Valle said. He said 
Obama wants to engage, particularly with the 
LGBT community.
 “The fact that we were strongly represented 
speaks volumes to me,” he added. “The presi-
dent has really been an ally for us.”
 “I’m very supportive of the Obama admin-
istration, pretty much across the board.” 
Morten said. “I think this is something that 
we knew was coming. They certainly have 
been very vocal about what the potential im-
pact has been and have tried to be as proac-
tive as possible.”

Gingrich’s position
on marriage changes
 Former House Speaker and GOP presidential 
candidate Newt Gingrich said he accepts mar-
riage equality as inevitable and he’s OK with 
it, according to Advocate.com. 
 Talking with the Huffington Post, he said, 
“The momentum is clearly now in the direc-
tion in finding some way to ... accommodate 
and deal with reality. And the reality is going 
to be that in a number of American states—
and it will be more after 2014—gay relation-
ships will be legal, period.”
 Gingrich has a half-sister, Candace Gin-
grich-Jones, who is openly lesbian.

laura mcalpine attends the fiscal cliff hear-
ings. Photo courtesy of mcalpine

illinois lGBt leaders travel 
to D.C. to discuss fiscal cliff
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Retired journalist Michael Walsh is working to 
re-write gay life in Eureka Springs, Ark.
 Walsh, 63, who lived in the Chicago area 1981-
2006 and was an editor at the Sun-Times, is now 
retired in Arkansas. He authored the city’s prec-
edent-setting domestic partner registry in 2007, 
the first and only in the state.
 In November, Walsh was one of two who 
persuaded the local city council to adopt a 
resolution supporting marriage equality. Eureka 
Springs became the first city in the state to of-
ficially endorse the idea after a vote of the city 
council.
 “Eureka is an island of progressivism in a sea 
of red-state conservatism,” Walsh said. “The 
town has a couple of unofficial mottos: ‘Where 
the  misfits fit’ and ‘The world’s largest outdoor 
asylum.’
 “In September I read that Austin became the 
first city in Texas to officially endorse same-sex 
marriage and thought to myself, ‘Eureka Springs 
is the Arkansas equivalent of Austin, so we 
should do that, too.”
 He recruited his friend Lamont Ritchie, who 
is gay and a county commissioner, to write the 
resolution, and they then lined up two members 
of the city council as co-sponsors. 
 “In the weeks leading up to the Nov. 12 vote, 
a few of my friends and I collected more than 
700 signatures from supporters,” Walsh said. “I 
gave the list to the city council on the night 
that Lamont and I spoke in favor of the resolu-
tion to make it clear to them that public support 
for marriage equality was incredibly strong, even 
here in the Deep South.
 “Surprisingly, no one spoke against it. There 
wasn’t even any discussion at the council table. 
The vote was called and the result was five ‘ayes’ 
and one ‘present.’”
 Walsh said the resolution is “a vitally impor-
tant and historic first step.”
 The resolution “means that this state has one 
progressive, enlightened, fair-minded municipal 
government that believes in inclusion, not ex-
clusion, and that recognizes and respects the 
notion of the separation of church and state,” 
Walsh said. “It also adds to the momentum of 
the marriage equality movement nationwide and 
alerts national LGBT organizations not to over-
look the work that gay and lesbian people are 
doing in the South and throughout small-town 
America. Although it doesn’t get much atten-
tion, serious LGBT civil rights work is being done 
in fly-over country.”
 Walsh is truly proud of his efforts.
 “As a writer with thousands of bylines in hun-
dreds of newspapers and magazines behind me, 

I’ve come to realize that my words can be per-
suasive. They can open minds and change at-
titudes, round up allies and influence votes. At 
63, and for no pay, I’m doing the most satisfying 
work of my life,” he said. 
 Walsh was the editor of the Sun-Times’ Sunday 
Home section 1981-1984, then a nationally syn-
dicated columnist for Universal Press Syndicate 
and a contributing editor to such publications as 
Metropolitan Home, Better Homes & Gardens and 
House & Garden. He retired in 2008.
 “Soon after I moved to Eureka Springs, I made 
friends with another gay man and two lesbians,” 
Walsh said. “On New Year’s Eve 2006, we were 
at a bar celebrating and the subject of domestic 
partnerships came up. After a brief discussion, 
we tabled the topic until the next day when we 
met again in a living room, each of us armed 
with our laptops. Within a few hours, we decided 
to propose a Domestic Partnership Registry to 
the city council. I took on the task of writing an 

ordinance that would make it law.”
 In February 2007, they presented the ordi-
nance to city council, with data, research and 
endorsements.
 “In Arkansas, it was groundbreaking,” Walsh 
said. “The backlash was tremendous. Funda-
mentalist preachers railed against us and even 
the American Family Association got involved, 
threatening to boycott the town and claiming 
faith-based tourists would never set foot in a 
resort city that had been ‘taken over by homo-
sexuals.’ I was shocked at the vitriol and big-
otry.”
 But Walsh and the three others, backed by 
public support from residents who knew them 
primarily as friends, neighbors and customers, 
refused to back down.
 The city council passed the domestic partner-
ship registry unanimously—and to date, more 
than 600 same-sex couples from more than 55 
communities in Arkansas, as well as 15 other 
states, have come to Eureka Springs to get a 
Domestic Partnership certificate. 
 “It has generated thousands of dollars in 
revenue for the city and contributed hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to the local economy,” 
Walsh said.
 “By itself, [the domestic partnership registry] 
doesn’t convey any legal rights. Under our one-
man/one-woman state constitutional amend-
ment, it couldn’t. But it has been honored by 
employers, health insurance companies, car 
rental agencies, airlines and health clubs with 
‘family plan’ memberships. More importantly, it 
has had deep personal meaning for couples in 
committed relationships because it offers offi-
cial government validation and recognition of 
those relationships.
 “The lesson in a little town with no official 
LGBT organization, no gay business guild, is 
that if you want something done, you just do 
it. And then work like hell to drum up public 
support. The other lesson was that you don’t 
actually have to be a long-term gay activist to 
become one.”
 And in 2011, Walsh also worked to gain access 
to health insurance for the domestic partners of 
city workers.
 “In a few years, no one will remember my 
name and I’m just fine with that,” Walsh said. 
“The important thing is that local and state his-
tory will regard what Eureka Springs has been 
able to do in the realm of LGBT equality and 
social justice as the starting points.”
 What’s next?
 “I’d really like to work on developing an LGBT 
organization in Eureka Springs so that the gay 
community could empower itself and speak with 
an ‘official’ voice,” Walsh said. “We have the 
population and the economic power. What we 
don’t have is the leadership. I’m not it. I don’t 
do committees or meetings. My best place is at 
the keyboard, not the podium. More LGBT folks 
are moving here every month. Sooner or later, 
I’ll identify the one who has the organizational 
and leadership skills I lack.”

southern city pushes 
ahead on lGBt front

michael Walsh. Photo courtesy of Walsh

ex-senator 
apologizes for ‘98 
anti-gay statement
 Former U.S. Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., 
released a statement Dec. 21 apologizing 
for comments he made more than a decade 
ago about a gay ambassadorial nominee, 
the Huffington Post reported.
 In 1998, Hagel—who is under consid-
eration to be nominated as the next sec-
retary of defense—called James Hormel, 
then-President Bill Clinton’s nominee for 
ambassador to Luxembourg, “openly, ag-
gressively gay.”
 In his apology, Hagel said, “My com-
ments 14 years ago in 1998 were insensi-
tive. They do not reflect my views or the 
totality of my public record, and I apolo-
gize to Ambassador Hormel and any LGBT 
Americans who may question my commit-
ment to their civil rights.”
 More information is online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

aiDs activist Cox dies
 Spencer Cox, an AIDS activist who 
helped spearhead research on lifesaving 
protease inhibitors, died of AIDS-related 
causes in New York City’s Columbia Presby-
terian Hospital at age 44, according to a 
press release. 
 Cox cofounded Treatment Action Group 
and was a spokesman for ACT UP; in ad-
dition, he was featured in David France’s 
recent documentary about the AIDS epi-
demic, How to Survive A Plague.
 More details about Cox are at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

spencer Cox. Photo from Jay Blotcher

AGLO Chicago is a recognized 
ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago. We o� er an 
a�  rming place to worship 
and experience the best 
of our shared Catholic 
faith in Chicago’s GLBTQ 
communities. Celebrate with 
us, as we journey toward
25 years of faith and service.

Join us for Mass
every Sunday evening
at 7 pm, at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church,
708 W. Belmont Ave.
Chicago
www.aglochicago.org

FAI+H WORKS.
AND WORKS OF FAITH. FIND BOTH HERE.

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
http://www.aglochicago.org
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By KaTe sosIn

He dreamed of opening up his own photography 
studio and growing his business into a full-time 
career.
 Terrell Smith, a young gay man from Gary, Ind. 
who was active in Chicago LGBT organizing, died 
Dec. 16 after he was gunned down in Gary. He 
was 25.
 Smith had been a member of Chicago-based 
LGBTQ organization National Youth Pride Ser-
vices (NYPS). 
 In a remembrance posted on the NYPS web-
site, the organization recalled Smith’s enthusi-
asm for community activism. 
 “The world may never know that Terrell did 
work on the national level for the next genera-
tion, not just in Chicago and Gary,” the post 
reads. “His work with us impacted young people 
from California to Florida and we will remember 

his efforts always.”
 NYPS honored Smith with their “Code Red 
member of the month” award in February, not-
ing his community-based efforts. 
 Smith came out as gay his sophomore year of 
high school, said Elesia Davis, a longtime close 

friend. His family had been supportive, she said, 
and Smith was open about who he was and what 
he believed in. Smith cared deeply about gay 
marriage, Davis said. 
 However, his interests and success extended 
beyond the LGBT community.
 Smith would have graduated from Harrington 
College of Design next year. 
 He had also been modeling and was running 
his own photography business, Tiè Imaging Pho-
tography. 
 “Every year he progressed. Every year he got 
better,” said Davis. 
 Davis described Smith as motivated and re-
spectable, but also-fun loving and likeable.
 “He could talk to you for five seconds and you 
would end up just loving him,” she said. 
 Ieesha Harris, another of Smith’s close friends 
and an aunt figure to him, recalled his creativity 
and intelligence. She also remembered him as 
gracious.
 “I had the best time of my life,” she remem-
bered Smith saying, after every time she invited 
him out.
 The Northwest Times of Indiana reported that 
Smith died after suffering two gunshot wounds. 
 According to Davis, authorities told Smith’s 
family that the likely motive was robbery. 
 Harris said she is writing local politicians and 
leaders to ask them what they are doing to curb 
gun violence in Gary. Harris cites a spate of re-
cent shootings.
 In the case of Smith, she said, that violence 
ended the life of a young man just beginning to 
make his mark.
 “I knew in my heart if nothing good is going 
to come out of Gary, this kid’s going to make it,” 
she said. 
 Funeral services will be held Thursday, Dec. 27, 
at the Manuel Memorial Funeral Home, 421 W. 
5th Ave., Gary, at 2 p.m. 

Man gets three years
for lakeview stabbing
By KaTe sosIn

A man charged in a July 2011 Lakeview stabbing 
that ignited controversy in Boystown has been 
sentenced to three years in prison.
 Cook County Judge William Lacy sentenced 
Darren Hayes, 25, of Hammond, Ind., to three 
years after he was found guilty of stabbing a 
young man after a Black pride event in 2011.
 Hayes had already served 528 days in Cook 
County Jail at the time of his sentencing, said 
a spokesperson for Cook County State’s Attorney 
Anita Alvarez.
 Hayes was arrested in July 2010 after police 
identified him by comparing his Facebook photo 

with a video of the incidents taken by Lakeview 
residents. Two knives were also recovered.
 Rubin Robinson, the victim, told local media 
that he suffered five stab wounds in the attack. 
He said the attack started with an exchange of 
words that turned physical. The incident oc-
curred at 3312 N. Halsted St.
 Lakeview residents caught the stabbing on 
tape and sent it to local media to illustrate a 

perceived uptick in violent crime in the area 
that summer.
 The video, in which a group of young people is 
seen kicking and beating a young man, sparked 
public outcry and prompted more than 600 peo-
ple to flood a local community police meeting 
days later. 

Gay photographer with 
Chicago ties killed in Gary

Terrell smith. Photo courtesy of elesia Davis

passaGes
toni armstrong sr.
 Antoinette R. Armstrong (née Antoninia 
Mikolyczyk/Toni Michaels) aka Toni Arm-
strong Sr., died Dec. 18. Born June 3, 1925, 
in Chicago, Toni Sr. lived in the South Seas, 
Texas and various towns in California, and 
ended her days in Florida with her daughter 
and daughter-in-law. She passed peacefully 
in her sleep after a long illness.
 Toni Sr.’s achievements and passions in-
cluded creative writing; Riverview amuse-
ment park; hot air ballooning in Albuquerque; 
international and domestic travel; RV’ing; 
laughing hard with her friends and family; 
supporting progressive political causes; and 
attending women’s music events and festi-
vals. 
 In the final three years of her life, she was 
active in building two organizations in Palm 
Beach County: Empty Closet Productions, and 
BLAST (Bi, Lesbian and Straight Together) 
Women of the Palm Beaches.
 Her incredible professional life included do-
ing post-WWII work alongside the military for 
five years in Guam and Okinawa; being a legal 
secretary at prestigious law firms in Los Ange-
les and Chicago; and coordinating the genetic 
dysplasias research clinic at UCLA. Addition-
ally she and her life-partner of 50 years, Lois 
Barleman (deceased 2009), co-owned a dog 
kennel/dog-breeding/dog-showing business 
for many years.
 In her last year of life, a photo of her in 
her wheelchair at a protest march holding 
a sign reading “Happy 86-Year-Old Lesbian” 
was featured on the cover of Lesbian Con-
nection magazine, and she was delighted to 
own a photo of President Obama holding up 
the magazine. She loved doing anything that 
would advance dignified lesbian or feminist 
visibility and equality. Over the years, Toni Sr. 
served as mentor and mother figure to many 
women whose own families had rejected them 
for being gay.
 Toni Sr. is survived by her daughter Toni 
Jr.; two devoted sisters, Chris Jacobs and Flo 
Engvall; her daughter-in-law Janis Kidder; 
several caring nieces and nephews; countless 
friends whose lives she brightened and im-
proved; and her beloved pet cockatiel JoJo.
 Celebrations of life will be held in early 
2013 at Compass in Lake Worth, Florida, and 
at Pilgrim Creek in Oceanside, California. 
Contact toniajr@earthlink.net for details. Per 
Toni Sr.’s request, her ashes will be spread in 
a specific spot in the Hawaiian (Maui) waters.
 Donations: Beloved troublemaker and role 

model Toni Sr. requested that donations in 
her honor be sent to one of these: (1) Empty 
Closet Productions/BLAST, specifically to pay 
for professional sound equipment, lights, etc. 
Toni Sr. was extremely happy to see lesbian 
and feminist concerts happening in Palm 
Beach County, and hoped her passing would 
contribute to the continuation of more pro-
ductions. In her final days, she said several 
times she was especially sorry she would be 
missing the upcoming Lisa Koch and Cris Wil-
liamson concerts; she was very satisfied to 
have seen Lucie Blue Tremblay perform one 
more time. Checks should be made out to 
Toni Armstrong Jr., 1201 Sugar Sands, Riviera 
Beach, Fla., 33404 (put TONI SR/ECP in the 
subject line). Credit card donations should be 
made via https://www.paypal.com/webapps/
mpp/send-money-online; use seller name to-
niajr@earthlink.net (put TONI SR/ECP in the 
message box). 
 (2) Hospice of Palm Beach County provided 
home support for almost a year, as well as the 
final week of in-patient hospice care. Checks 
to Hospice of Palm Beach County Founda-
tion, 5300 East Ave., West Palm Beach, Fla.,  
33407. Online donations can be made at 
https://hpbcf.org/make-a-gift. (Please indi-
cate that your donation is in the memory of 
ANTOINETTE ARMSTRONG.)

Toni armstrong sr.

Toni
armstrong sr.
(right) and
partner lois
Barleman in 
1986.

Ehrlich Dental
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By Ross FoRman
 
Michael Hicks, who participated in the annual 
Ride For AIDS Chicago (RFAC) this past July, died 
suddenly and unexpectedly Dec. 18. An openly 
gay Chicago resident who lived in Buena Park, 
Hicks was 38.
 “I met Michael on the 2012 Ride for AIDS 
Chicago,” said Richard Cordova, director of ath-
letic events for the Test Positive Aware Network 
(TPAN), which produces the annual 200-mile bi-
cycle ride. “Both his smile and sense of humor 
were infectious. This is a sad day for the RFAC 
family. We’ve lost one of our own.”

 Ingrid Bonne-Goggins, who has participated 
in the RFAC as a rider one year and a crew mem-
ber another year, added: “Michael could make 
me laugh hard with just one look, and he al-
ways made me feel special, every single time I 
saw him, whether it was once a week at spin 
class, or after not having seen him for a couple 

of years. He had one of those personalities that 
makes you want to jump up and hug him. He was 
a true, kind soul and will be greatly missed by 
anyone whose path he crossed.”
 Robert Garofalo of Chicago rode the final 100 
miles on day two of the 2012 event with Hicks. 
“The entire time he kept me laughing and smil-
ing with story after story,” Garofalo said. “That’s 
how I want to remember him—with a big heart 
and big smile. He will be missed by a lot of peo-
ple.”
 Hicks was the director of client relationships 
for MotiveQuest, according to his Facebook 
page.
 Hicks was one of eight riders on Team Shaine, 
which Shaine Wynsma captained, and he fund-
raised $1,400 for the Ride.
 “Every training ride, Michael always had a 
good story. He was so incredibly charming; he 
always made everyone laugh,” Wynsma said. 
“On the actual Ride, he often rode with people 
who seemed to be having a tough ride. Everyone 
thought that was real cool [of Hicks].
 “After the Ride, we kept in touch; he always 
had great things to say about the Ride and was 
planning to do it again [in 2013].”
 Wynsma, who is HIV-positive, said that he 
often had conversations with Hicks about the 
troubles seropositive people endure being re-
jected by HIV-negative people, strictly based on 
their status. “That always upset him,” Wynsma 
said.
 Sean Blay, the Ride For AIDS Coordinator and 
Development Assistant, said he recalls Hicks’ 
“addictive smile and the way he made everyone 
laugh.”
 Wynsma added: “A lot of people liked him … 
there’s sadly just not a lot of information [about 
his death.]”
 A memorial page for Hicks will be set up on 
the RFAC website, and donations will be accept-
ed in Hicks’ honor. Plus, the website will include 
a prominent photo of Hicks “to show our sup-
port, both to his family, and in his memory,” 
Cordova said.
 The Michael Hicks Memorial Reception & Life 
Celebration is scheduled for Sunday, Jan. 13, 
12-3 p.m., at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. 
Halsted St., in the Irving Harris Family Foun-
dation Reception Hall (third floor).  Organizers 
asked all to bring a sense of humor and a funny 
story to share.

Michael hicks dead at 38 aurora district 
ceases work on 
trans policy
By KaTe sosIn

In the latest in a series of flip-flops for a dis-
trict considering transgender protections, the 
East Aurora School has dissolved an ad hoc 
committee charged with drafting a transgen-
der policy, effectively ending that effort. 
 The Dec. 17 decision marks a third reversal 
for the district, which implemented transgen-

der protections, revoked them days later, in-
stalled a committee to re-write a policy and 
finally disbanded the committee. 
 LGBT youth organization the Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance said in a statement that the 
board has displayed an inability serve youth 
and Aurora residents.
 “The people of East Aurora deserve better 
than a school board that cannot facilitate 
difficult—but necessary—conversations, and 
we will stay steady in our efforts to work with 
school staff, parents, and community mem-
bers to foster a safe and supportive district 
for all East Aurora youth,” the organization 
said in a statement. 
 Shannon Sullivan, executive director of the 
alliance, said that committee members were 
not officially informed of the dissolution, but 
that some had expressed interest in continu-

ing to meet on their own time.
 Sullivan added that efforts to make trans-
gender students safer in the district will con-
tinue.
 “There are ways that you can work on a pro-
cedural level,” she said. 
 The dissolution comes just weeks after 
more than 100 people flooded a Nov. 29 
committee meeting to express disapproval of 
the proposed protections. The Illinois Fam-
ily Institute (IFI), an Illinois-based anti-gay 
organization, had condemned the policy on 
its website, and some commented that the 
organization mobilized resistance to it. 
 Following the Nov. 29 meeting, during 
which some committee members expressed 
concerns for their safety, the committee was 
suspended. That move raised suspicion that 
the board would be dissolving the committee 
altogether. 
 District 131 spokesperson Clayton Muham-
mad did not immediately respond to a request 
to comment. 

Court backs Wisconsin
partnership registries
 The Wisconsin Court of Appeals unanimous-
ly upheld the state’s law granting domestic-
partnership protections to same-sex couples, 
saying registries do not conflict with the 
state’s ban on gay marriage and civil unions, 
according to JSOnline.com. 
 Opponents of the registries sued in an at-
tempt to stop the state from extending ben-
efits to same-sex couples; however, the Mad-
ison-based District 4 Court of Appeals sided 
with a Dane County judge and found the reg-
istries do not violate the state constitution.

Jewish bar assn.
backs marriage
 The Decalogue Society of Lawyers, Illinois’ 
Jewish bar association, is backing marriage 
equality.
 According to a press release, Decalogue 
President Michael Strom said, “because Deca-
logue fundamentally believes in respect for 
others and condemns all types of discrimi-
nation, we support passage of HB5170 [the 
Religious Freedom and Marriage Fairness Act] 
to ensure that all Illinois couples and their 
children have equal access to the status, ben-
efits, protections, rights, and responsibilities 
of civil marriage.”
 The association has also issued a resolution 
stating its stance.

michael Hicks.

By KaTe sosIn

New HIV data coming out of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are 
cause for cautious optimism, according to the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC). 
 The CDC’s latest “HIV Surveillance Supple-
mental Report” compiles national HIV data 
from 2007-2010, and the overall findings sug-
gest that HIV rates remain stable. HIV rates 
ranged from 53,000 new infections in 2007 to 
45,000 in 2009.
 AFC said in a statement that those numbers 
should encourage local and national efforts 
against the virus.
 “Overall, the stability in new HIV cases show 
that continued public and private investment 
in HIV prevention and care programs is nec-
essary to make further progress against the 
epidemic,” the organization said a statement. 
 AFC went on to note a decrease in new 
infections among African-American women, 
with a 21-percent plunge in rates between 
2008-2010. 
 Still, gay and bisexual young men continue 
to be hard-hit by the virus, especially young 
men of color. 
 

 
 
 

 African-American MSMs (men who have sex 
with men) made up 51 percent of new infec-
tions among men of that racial demographic. 
The rates among Black MSMs were 6.6 times 
those of the rate for white MSMS in 2010.
 AFC also noted that despite the stability of 
infection numbers overall, rates among MSMs 
are up 12 percent. That number jumps to 22 
percent for MSMs age 13-24.
 “It is clear that there remains a tremendous 
amount of work yet to be done to stem the 
epidemic among our most vulnerable popu-
lations,” AFC said in the statement. “On a 
bright note, much of that work is currently 
underway here in Chicago and the results 
show early proof that it’s working.” 
 A copy of the report is available at: 
www.cdc.gov/hiv/surveillance/resources/
reports/2010supp_vol17no4/pdf/hssr_
vol_17_no_4.pdf#page=4. 
 Read about recent local numbers at www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/CDPH-re-
port-MSM-HIV-infections-up-but-so-is-test-
ing/40617.html.

Sunday, Jan. 6
2 p.m.

Family of Women Book
Group: Heartburn
by Nora Ephron

Tuesday, Jan. 8
7:15 p.m.

Book Group: Mules and Men
by Zora Neale Hurston

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

aFC heartened by new CDC hiV data

shannon sullivan, executive director of the 
Illinois safe schools alliance. Photo by 
Kate sosin

artemis singers 
concert
Jan. 13 in skokie
 Artemis Singers, Chicago’s lesbian femi-
nist chorus, will present “Many Voices Cre-
ate the Song:  Artemis Singers in Concert,” 
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013, at 
the Ethical Humanist Society, 7574 N. Lin-
coln Ave., Skokie.
 In an unusual twist to concert program-
ming, each chorus member selected a song 
that best represents her. Some songs re-
flect a milestone in life, such as falling 
in love, coming out as a lesbian or giving 
birth. Many individuals proposed songs or 
written works that speak to their relation-
ships.
 Tickets are a suggested donation of $10 
in advance; $15 at the door.  Visit www.
artemissingers.org for information.

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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By KaTe sosIn

A group of anti-gay organizations has an-
nounced a coalition to oppose same-sex mar-
riage in Illinois, after lawmakers announced they 
would call for a vote on a marriage equality bill 
come January. 
 The Coalition to Protect Children & Marriage 
was announced Dec. 18. 
 Among its listed members is Peter Breen, ex-
ecutive director of the Thomas More Society and 
the lead attorney battling two lawsuits that seek 
to overturn the state’s ban on same-sex mar-
riage.  
 Other groups included the Illinois Family In-
stitute, Eagle Forum of Illinois, Abstinence 
and Marriage Partnership, Illinois Citizens for 
Life PAC, Lake County Right to Life, Concerned 
Christian Americans and Family-Pac, according 
to a press release. That release notes that other 
groups will likely be added to the coalition.
 Paul Caprio, director of Family-Pac, said that 
the coalition would use the resources of those 
organizations to lobby against same-sex mar-
riage in Illinois.
 He said that the question of same-sex mar-
riage in Illinois is now a federal issue, since civil 
unions grant same-sex couples the same rights 
as married heterosexual couples. 
 “Traditional marriage, between one man and 
one woman, our existing state law, developed 
and survived for thousands of years because it is 
the best familial arrangement for the protection 
of children and, therefore, for the future con-

tinuation of society,” Caprio said in a statement. 
 LGBT advocates blasted the coalition as ex-
treme.
 “I think it’s a far-right attempt to protect 
their form of bigotry,” said Joe Murray, executive 
director of the LGBT Catholic organization the 
Rainbow Sash Movement. 
 “These are just the same-old tired anti-gay 
groups and individuals that have fought against 
gay protections for years,” said Rick Garcia, se-
nior policy advisor for The Civil Rights Agenda, 
in a statement. “They have lost in the past and 
they will lose again.”
 Some of the groups included are faith-based.  
 Not included in the list of participating groups, 
however, is the Catholic Conference of Illinois, 
which has historically opposed LGBT rights. A 
spokesperson for the conference confirmed that 
it was not involved with the coalition. 

Faith leaders support
illinois marriage bill
By KaTe sosIn

More than 200 faith leaders are backing efforts 
to pass same-sex marriage in Illinois.
 Illinois Unites for Marriage, a new coalition 
formed to support the passage of a marriage 
equality in the state, announced Dec. 23 that 

clergy and other faith leaders have issued an 
open letter in support of marriage equality.
 LGBT advocates and lawmakers say that HB 
5170, which would legalize same-sex marriage, 
could come to a vote in early January.
 In a letter supporting that effort, religious 
leaders said that extending marriage to same-
sex couples was a matter of justice and con-
science. 
 “We dedicate our lives to fostering faith and 
compassion, and we work daily to promote jus-
tice and fairness for all,” the letter reads, ac-
cording to a statement by Illinois Unites for 
Marriage. “Standing on these beliefs, we think 
that it is morally just to grant equal opportu-
nities and responsibilities to loving, committed 
same-sex couples. There can be no justification 
for the law treating people differently on the 
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.”
 According to that statement, the letter also 
refutes claims that bill would force unwilling 
faith institutions to perform marriages to same-
sex couples. 
 More than 35 groups are part of the new coali-
tion. Anti-gay groups have also formed a coali-
tion the counter efforts to pass the bill. 

More clerks intervene 
in marriage suit
By KaTe sosIn

In a move that has largely escaped public atten-
tion, three county clerks in Illinois have added 
their names to a list of clerks opposing two law-
suits that seek marriage equality in the state. 
 Clay County Clerk Brenda Britton, Putnam 
County Clerk Daniel Kuhn and Crawford County 
Clerk Patricia Lycan have all been granted in-
tervention in the cases. They join two other 
downstate clerks who are intervening in place of 
Cook County Clerk David Orr, who was originally 
named in the lawsuits but refused to fight them.
 The American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois 
(ACLU) and Lambda Legal filed the cases in Cook 
County on behalf of 25 same-sex couples. 
 The intervening clerks are represented by the 
Thomas More Society, a conservative law firm. 
The firm said in a statement that the additional 
interventions will give clerks outside of Cook 
County an opportunity to weigh in on a case 
that could impact the entire state. 
 The additional clerks were granted interven-
tion in late November, news that was overshad-
owed by the court’s decision to block interven-
tion attempts of an anti-gay organization and 
two churches.
 The ACLU and Lambda Legal did not oppose 
the clerks’ intervention, said Ed Yohnka, a 
spokesperson for the ACLU.
 “We’re ready to move forward to the substance 
of the case,” he said.

state coalition push
for marriage bill
  In the wake of the announcement by key leg-
islators that they will seek passage of an Illi-
nois marriage equality bill in January, a broad 
range of organizations have joined to form a new 
coalition called Illinois Unites for Marriage, ac-
cording to a press release.
 Equality Illinois, Lambda Legal and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Illinois are 
organizing the coalition, which includes almost 
30 groups. Among the other groups in the coali-
tion are The Civil Rights Agenda, Chicago House, 
Affinity Community Services, the Illinois State 
Bar Association, Prairie Pride Coalition and AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago.
 The website is www.IllinoisUnites.org.

anti-gay groups on the
move against marriage

Chicago Black Gay Men’s
Caucus celebrates holidays
  The Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus held its holiday soiree Dec. 19 at TwelveWest, 12 W. Elm 
St.
 There was a standing-room-only crowd at the Gold Coast event. Highlights included a band 
that played soul standards; a buffet; and a raffle that featured, among other things, an iPad 
mini. In addition, there was a truck outside the venue that offered HIV testing. Photos by An-
drew Davis and courtesy of David Dodd

Wedding bands at an lGBT wedding expo. 
Photo by Jon Putnam

Meetings for 
addicts start Jan. 7
 SMART Recovery meetings for gay men 
wanting to abstain from crystal meth/cocaine 
will be held on Monday nights, 7-8:15 p.m., 
at the Center on Halsted (3656 N. Halsted 
St.), Room 205, starting Jan. 7.
 The goals of the meetings are abstinence 
and applying the tools of SMART Recovery to 
address any irrational beliefs people hold re-
garding sex, relationships and body image. 
 Email smartchicagonorth@gmail.com for 
more info.

howard Brown starts
leadership search
  Howard Brown Health Center’s (HBHC) 
board of directors announced that it has 
chosen a national search firm and identified 
search committee members to assist in iden-
tifying a new president and CEO.
 In addition to securing Kittleman—which 

has led executive searches for other promi-
nent local and national health care organiza-
tions—HBHC’s board of directors has formed 
a leadership search committee that includes 
individuals from key community-based health 
organizations, members of its staff and pa-
tient base.
 Interested candidates can forward their cre-
dentials and letter of interest to resumes@
kittleman.net.

Chicago house’s 
‘Wrapture’ Jan. 24 
 Agency Chicago House & Social Service will 
hold “Absolut Wrapture 2013” Thursday, Jan. 
24, on the 99th-floor SkyDeck at Willis Tower, 
233 S. Wacker Dr. Doors open at 6 p.m.
 Advance tickets are $99; VIP passes are 
$150. The latter cost includes exclusive early 
access at 5 p.m.. (Only 60 VIP tickets are 
available.)
 Call 773-248-5200, ext. 303, or visit www.
ChicagoHouse.org.
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Young people under 24 were arrested 429 times 
in Boystown between March and October this 
year, according to the Chicago Police Depart-
ment. Young people complain frequently about 
the lack of respect they are shown by police. 
And those complaints sometimes include treat-
ment that is violent, said Lisa Gilmore, director 
of education and victim advocacy at Center on 
Halsted. But young people who want to address 
their grievances face many obstacles.
 Gilmore shared the story of a young transgen-
der person who was stopped by police outside a 
convenience store in Lakeview. One officer ran a 
baton around the young person’s skirt and start-
ed to lift it up, asking what genitalia the youth 
had underneath.
 “That’s not okay,” Gilmore said. “That is sexual 
violence.”
 Those who don’t like the way they are treated 
by police should file a formal complaint with the 
police department, said Officer Joe Rios, LGBT 
liaison for the Chicago Police Department (CPD). 
 “We as an organization, CPD, are committed to 
treating everybody fairly,” Rios said. “That’s the 
ultimate goal. Everybody should be treated with 
respect.”
 Joey Mogul, a civil rights attorney with the 
People’s Law Office, encouraged young people 
who want to file a complaint to contact a law-
yer first. Lawyers can help youth decide the best 
route for registering complaints, which often 
depends on whether there is a criminal case 
pending.
 “Anything they say can be used against them,” 
Mogul said.
 The Independent Police Review Authority 
(IPRA) is responsible for investigating police 
misconduct alongside the police’s own internal 
affairs. In May, The Chicago Reporter found that 

91 percent of complaints lodged against po-
lice with IPRA were dropped because the per-
son making the complaint did not swear to the 
truthfulness of the allegation.
 But Mogul said IPRA has the discretion to de-
cide when police are required to swear to the 
truthfulness of their allegations. In more serious 
cases, Mogul said, the IPRA will ask police for 
such information.
 “But I can tell you in many excessive force 
cases, that’s not happening,” Mogul added.
 The Young Women’s Empowerment Project 
(YWEP) collects data about “bad encounters” 
with police and other institutions by hand, on-
line and by phone. YWEP is a youth-led project 
for girls, including transgender youth, who have 
experience in the sex trade or street economies. 
 In May 2012, YWEP released a report that de-
scribed 146 “bad encounters” it had document-
ed since September 2009. The most frequent 
complaint was a refusal to help. And the vast 
majority of negative encounters came from the 
Lakeview and Englewood neighborhoods. Health 
care institutions ran a close second to police as 
a source of “bad encounters” for youth.
 YWEP director Dominique McKinney believes 
the 146 documented encounters don’t accurate-
ly represent every instance of misconduct.
 “Young people may not want to retell the story 
or may fear writing it down could lead to trouble 
somehow,” the YWEP report states. “When chal-
lenging large systems like the police in Chicago, 
young people don’t feel like a report gives them 
a fair chance to fight the misconduct with any 
hope that justice will take place or that officers 
will be held accountable.”
 “Institutions need to realize that they will be 
held accountable by young people,” McKinney 
said. “If we don’t do it, who is gonna do it? And 
who best to do it, but us?”

LGBTQ Youth Series from

Vulnerable LGBT youth have limited options for justice

Generation Halsted 
is an eight-week series that seeks to capture youth voices not typically represented 

in Windy City Times and other media. The young people portrayed have many 
housing situations, gender identities and sexual orientations. The series looks 

primarily, but not exclusively, at Boystown, where an influx of young LGBTQ people 
has been a source of controversy. Windy City Times will continue to explore the 

issues raised here beyond this series. 

Robbery 20

Aggravated assault 2

Aggravated battery 6

Burglary 6

Larceny-theft 66

Motor vehicle theft 3

Simple assault 11

Simple battery 53

Vandalism 14

Weapons violation 7

Prostitution 3

Sex Crime - Criminal sexual abuse 8

Narcotics violation 70

DUI 7

Liquor law violation 2

Disorderly conduct 42

Miscellaneous non-indexed offense 37

Municipal code violation 27

Traffic violation 7

Warrant arrest 38

Notes: Police districts 19 and 23 combined on March 4; Boystown is defined here as Grace 
Street to the north, Wellington Avenue to the south, Sheffield Avenue to the west, Lake Shore 
Drive to the east. Source: Chicago Police Department.

Chicago Police arrests in Boystown, 
people ages 12-24
(for the period covering March 4 - October 15, listed by crime)

Photos by Kate sosin.
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Chanel Winn DeCarlo is 28 years old and lives in 
Auburn Gresham. Though the Generation Halsted 
series focuses primarily on young people, Windy 
City Times included DeCarlo’s story because she 
reflects on her own youth and experiences with 
the criminal justice system.
 DeCarlo came out as transgender at 16. Her 
family is supportive, and she holds an Associate’s 
Degree from a local college. DeCarlo occasionally 
engages in sex work; she says she has an online 
following and quite a few regulars.
 WCT interviewed DeCarlo late one night in Sep-
tember. Excerpts are highlighted here; the full au-
dio interview is available on our website. Report-
ers gave DeCarlo $20 in Walgreens gift cards for 
her time, a rarity in journalism that was intended 
as a gesture of solidarity.

 Windy City Times: Can you tell us a little 
about yourself?
 Chanel Winn DeCarlo: I didn’t always look as 
good as I do now. I’ve had quite a bit of surgery 
done. And I got into a lifestyle where you either 
have to be born with money or you just end up 
having to do stuff.
 I’ve had $60,000 worth of plastic surgery 
done, and I’m still not done. I never would have 
made it. And plus while I was in school, I was 
having trouble just buying my books. Because 
my parents made too much money for me to get 
help but not enough money to really put me 
through school. So I got into adult work. It’s 
not something I wanted. It’s just…
 My parents support me. But, you know, they’re 
always just worried about my safety or the stuff 
I have to go through.
 I started taking my hormones at 16. But then 
when I was 17 I stopped, and I tried doing that 
for a year. And it was just so uncomfortable. I 
don’t even know how to explain it. It was like 
a rash to me. Everything was just so foreign. I 
just could not relate to living as a male at all. 
And it was just so inherently me that there was 
no coming out actually. Everybody who always 
knew me, the people I grew up with, they were 
like: We couldn’t quite put our finger on it. But 
we knew something was different about you. 
Nothing’s changed except for the way you look. 
You know? It’s still you!
 WCT: Do you ever hang out in Boystown/
lakeview?
 CWD: every time I go up there, I go to jail. 

I have over 60 cases.  I went to the peni-
tentiary cause of all the cases I caught up 
there. I used to live up there too. I mean, the 
police. They used to take me to jail with my 
groceries. I’m like: I’m going to the grocery 
store. you know what? over here [in auburn 
Gresham], if you just mind your business, 
just leave everybody alone, nobody bothers 
you.
 WCT: When did you realize you were differ-
ent?
 CWD: I think when I was around 14, that’s 
when I figured out I was different from the other 
girls. They almost sent me to a Catholic high 
school. And I was definitely dead set against 
that. Cause I was not going to an all boys 
school, cause like I didn’t want to take gym. It 
was just weird because they always wanted you 
to do stuff. And I’m like: That doesn’t interest 

me. They wanted me to do sports and were try-
ing to get me ready for the priesthood. And I 
was like: I’m not interested in none of that. And 
I didn’t quite understand it either at that time. 
I just knew. I knew I wasn’t quite like the boys 
and I knew I wasn’t quite like the girls. But I 
identified more with the girls than the boys.
 WCT: Were there any movies or music you 
heard growing up that had someone trans in 
them?
 CWD: No. The first thing I ever saw was Jenny 
Jones, Maury Povich or something. When they 
had some girls on there. It kinda registered a 
little bit. But then they were always so extreme. 
I was like: I’m not quite like that.
 But then I had a word for it. And so I started 
doing research at the library.
 WCT: What are some of the misconceptions 
people have about trans women?
 CWD: That we’re over-sexualized. That we do 
this to have sex with men. 
 They don’t like the overtness of it all, the kids 
around here. Even some of the guys who mess 
around, they don’t like the overtness of it all. 
If you just go about your business, some people 
might laugh, but most people pay you no mind.
 They see you and don’t see you. Especially if 
they don’t want to even be bothered. It’s like: I 
don’t even see you. You’re not there.
 Especially over here a lot of these guys are 
looking for transsexuals. They always pretend 
like they don’t know. “Oh, my God, you fooled 
me! Okay, I’m gonna try something new.”
 You know what? Whenever I have contact with 
the police, the law or the court. Whatever they 

say, I don’t say nothing. If they stop me, I just 
get in the car and just shut up. Give them my 
name and just go. I have nothing to say. Even 
when you go to court, it’s like. You know my ID 
says female. But the judge, she’s like: “Sir this…
But you used to be known as…” That does not 
matter. This is who I am now. So they already 
have a stinking-ass attitude. And it’s just like: 
Whatever they say. What do I need to do to get 
you outta my face?
 WCT: How does that make you feel?
 CWD: It really pisses me off. I feel like I have 
no control. Like when [the police] just pulled 
over here, I was like: Oh God. Here we go.
 WCT: What are some of the positive aspects 
to being trans?
 CWD: As much as I’ve gone through and as 
much as I’ve had to deal with, I still wouldn’t 
change anything about my life. Cause I’m a real 
compassionate person, and that comes from 
knowing what I know. Even them with drugs, 
I don’t condone all that stuff. They know how I 
am. But you know what? I still have my parents. 
A lot of them girls get thrown out. My family has 
never turned against me. So maybe I would be 
on drugs if I didn’t have a place to stay, didn’t 
have family. A couple of my friends who died, I 
was the contact. Their families were like: They’ve 
been dead to us for the longest time anyway. 
They die and go to a pauper’s grave. Nobody 
claims their body. Nobody even cares. It makes 
you feel so disposable, like you’re not even a 
real person.
 WCT: you said you don’t want to change any-
thing about who you are.
 CWD: No. Cause I would be a totally different 
person, and I probably would be one of those 
people I don’t like: Narrow-minded people who 
don’t know anything, who think that you choose 
to be gay or I choose to be trans. Yeah! Cause I 
really wanted this!?
 So just from an enlightened aspect – that I’m 
able to see – I don’t know why you’re doing what 
you’re doing but I can still respect you as a hu-
man. There’s a reason for everything even if we 
don’t know why we’re doing what we’re doing.
 And even with everything I go through – there 
are still miracles in my life. I still have my fam-
ily. I still have my health. I believe that God 
cares for me. Everything that I go through, I 
just try to look at this like: “Okay, what am I 
supposed to be learning?” so I can pass this test 
and get past this. 
 WCT: are you hopeful for the future?

 CWD: I don’t think my life will be much differ-
ent than it is now.
 WCT: Do you want it to be?
 CWD: I do, but it’s like: I’m almost 30 with 
no work history. And then - even with my ID 
changed now, which was done two years ago, it’s 
like: “You just popped up out of nowhere? Who 
are you?”
 I don’t know how much better my life could 
be: If it was I wouldn’t even know where to be-
gin or how to start. With the police now, and 
that record. It’s like: They tell you don’t do 
something. But then they don’t give you the op-
portunities to do anything. Then you get stuck 
in a hole, then you get stuck in a cycle.
 I just don’t like police. You know: I under-
stand you’re doing your job. If you catch me, 
you catch me. Do your job but don’t overdo your 
damn job. Treat me with some fucking respect.
 WCT: are there some police officers who 
have treated you with respect?
 CWD: Very few, but yeah.
 WCT: Can you describe any positive encoun-
ters?
 CWD: When I got robbed or when I got raped 
that time, one lady officer gave me some infor-
mation about some counseling and stuff.
 I just pretend like stuff doesn’t happen. Even 
my friends who died, it’s like: Forget about it. 
I’ve always had to do that.
 WCT: Does that work or does it come out in 
crazy ways?
 CWD: It’ll come out in crazy ways. That’s prob-
ably me acting out. Sometimes I’ll just get so 
bored and it gets to the point where I’ll trash my 
house. And it’ll be over the littlest thing. But I 
figure that’s probably from some of the stuff I 
don’t deal with.
 I guess I just got into the feeling that people 
don’t care. Even my family.
 My family does so much for me. I think that 
my family…I feel like everybody tolerates me. 
(laughs) We don’t even speak about it no more. 
I guess that’s where I learned everything from. 
My mother just says she has 2 daughters. She’s 
like: That’s a girl. Forget it. And she actually 
took all my boy pictures down. I think that’s just 
their way of coping. Because they knew I wasn’t 
gonna change. Like when I tried to do that year 
thing [going off hormones], I was getting really 
suicidal and I had two attempts. And my mother 
just said I’d a rather have a live daughter than a 
dead son.

LGBTQ Youth Series from

Chanel Winn DeCarlo 
28 years old 
auburn-Gresham

Chanel Winn DeCarlo. Photos by Bill Healy.
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Sometimes it’s just a snack or a shower. Other 
times it’s a place to stay for the night or a free 
visit with a clinician. But no matter the circum-
stance, Teen Living Programs (TLP) serves home-
less and precariously housed youth, particularly 
on the Southside.
 When a group of Chicago social workers no-
ticed homeless youth were living in the street, 
they formed TLP 36 years ago. Originally based 
on the North Side, TLP served many young peo-
ple who were triaged out of the Department and 
Family Services or had aged out of the foster 
care system. In the 1990s, TLP moved its ser-
vices to the Bronzeville neighborhood.
 The outreach team is the first line of defense 
for TLP. Peer educators — paid interns who have 
experienced homelessness — work in conjunc-
tion with the outreach team, visiting areas 
where the youth congregate to offer them basics 
like a snack or safe sex kit. The ultimate goal of 
the team is to foster trust with the youth and 
get those without a place to stay into safe and 
stable housing.
 “We work by being positive adult allies to the 
youth,” said Jeri Lynch Linas, executive director 
of TLP.
 TLP operates several residential programs, in-
cluding a shelter for minors, a short-term tran-
sitional living program and a subsidized inde-
pendent living program. Residents are placed by 
gender into female-identified and male-identi-
fied categories.
 Each housing program comes with support ser-
vices that vary from basic medical and psychiat-
ric care to assistance in continuing education to 
finding employment.
 “Young people, as they come in, have had 
their educations interrupted by experiencing the 
trauma of homelessness,” Lynch Linas said, “so 
we work on getting them back in school.” 
 Approximately 30 percent of the youth are 
LGBT, Lynch Linas estimates, touting the need 
for culturally competent services to foster a 

sense of trust and safety with the youth.
 “The ultimate goal of the youth homeless 
programs is to prevent adult homelessness,” 
Lynch Linas said. “The idea is, if we intervene 
at a young age, we can help them make positive 
choices into adulthood. Not all models work for 
everyone, so we have to think of new services 
and multiple points of entry for services to best 
serve the youth.”
 But Lynch Linas does not think society has a 
concrete solution for ending homelessness, yet.

 “The reality is, most of what we do as ser-
vice providers is react,” Lynch Linas said. “All 
the services [we offer] are a reaction to those 
already experiencing homelessness. How do we 
address the fact that these young people are 
homeless because of poverty, because of in ad-
equate housing, because of domestic violence, 
because of substance abuse? … There is a huge 
bigger picture to all of this, and we need to fig-
ure out if our society has the capacity and the 
will to address the bigger picture.”

By KaTe sosIn
 
Nomi Michaels Devereaux had six bags of grocer-
ies in hand when police arrested her.
 She had just come from the Jewel Osco gro-
cery store in Lakeview and was waiting outside 
while her boyfriend picked up a game system 
from a friend’s on Sheffield. 
 According to Devereaux, police walked up to 
her, removed the groceries from her hands and 
handcuffed her.
 “I said, ‘What is going on? Why did you stop 
me? What is going on?’” she recalled.
 At the police station, she said, officers made 
her take her bra off in front of them and then 
mocked her. She later learned she had been 
picked up for solicitation, she said. 
 Devereaux’s story set off a firestorm in Lakev-
iew because she did something few transgender 
people do: She reported the incident to local 
LGBT advocates. This August, that effort led to 
the implementation of a transgender general or-
der for Chicago Police. “
 Among other things, the order mandates that 
transgender people not be subjected to more 
frequent or invasive searches than other de-
tainees. It also says that a transgender person’s 
identity should not be taken as evidence of a 
supposed crime. 
 Stories about police wrongly assuming that 
transgender women are engaged in illegal sex 
work are so common in the U.S. that the phe-
nomenon has simply become known as “walking 
while trans.”
 In a 2011 national survey of transgender 
people conducted by the National Center for 
Transgender Equality and the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, 29 percent of participants 
reported that they had been harassed or disre-
spected by police. Twenty percent said they had 
been denied equal treatment, and six percent 
reported that police had physically assaulted 
them.
 In August, an Illinois transgender woman was 
awarded a $10,000 settlement from the town of 
Cicero after she filed a complaint alleging that 
police incorrectly profiled her as a sex worker, 
threatened her and refused to use her legal 
name. (Although Cicero settled the case, the 
town denies any wrongdoing).
 Such stories are also common in Chicago, but 
transgender advocates have noted the difficulty 
in recording incidents. The Chicago Police De-
partment has not historically tracked transgen-
der arrests, a reality expected to change with 
the introduction of the new ordinance. Further, 
transgender people often distrust police and 
other officials, making them less likely to report 
incidents. 
 Some transgender and gender non-conform-
ing young people interviewed and surveyed for 
the “Generation Halsted” series reported being 
wrongly targeted by police for doing illegal sex 
work. Others reported that police ignore trans-
gender people trying to report a crime. 
 “Yesterday, I was having a problem with a guy, 
and I flagged the police down in the middle of 
the street,” said one trans woman in Auburn 
Gresham, in a survey conducted by Windy City 
Times this fall. “They kept driving.” 

Walking 
while trans 
in Chicago
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Teen Living Programs serves 
homeless youth on South Side

Jeri lynch linas (center) with two 
Teen living Programs (TlP) youth. 
Photo courtesy of TlP.

next week in

Next week is the eighth and final installment of “Generation Halsted,” and we want to include you. If you’ve read the 
stories in the paper, watched the videos online or listened to us on the radio, now is the time to tell us what you think. 

Email editor@windycitymediagroup.com with comments by Friday, December 28, at 5 p.m. 
to be included in the final part of the series. 

You can still email comments after Dec. 28, for possible inclusion in future editions.

What have you learned? What would you like to see and hear as we move forward reporting on these topics?

You can also tweet us @windycitytimes1 or find us on Facebook and leave a comment there. 
We look forward to hearing your thoughts!

look for 
WindyCityTimes 
on

or click the 
“YOUTH” tab at

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.comwww.youtube.com/windycitytimes
www.vimeo.com/windycitytimes

for more  GeneraTiOn HaLSTeD

We WanT TO Hear FrOM YOU!
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“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGBT Consumer Index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, Research 
Director, Community marketing, Inc.
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after east aurora: 
the next steps
Every so often, we’re confronted with how badly 
something can go wrong. Witness what has hap-
pened in Aurora, Ill. In October, the East Au-
rora school board tried to be conscientious in 
extending the same rights every other student 
enjoys to trans and gender-nonconforming kids. 
Three months later, that positive step has been 
repudiated after the school board surrendered to 
the pressure exerted by Illinois Family Institute 
(IFI), an organization the Southern Poverty Law 
Center appropriately labeled a hate group.
 Like any train wreck, it became a spectacle—
one that provides encouragement to those who 
would roll back the rights that we should be able 
to take for granted. What public meetings were 
held were vehicles for bigotry the school board 
lacked the courage to quash. Some trans* activ-
ists report being accosted both inside and out-
side the meetings, and what police protection 
was provided was apparently more inclined to 
help pack the room with IFI’s supporters than 
fulfill their duties.
 And now, it may seem as if we might have to 
fight this battle in every school district state-
wide. If so, the East Aurora school board has 
set a negative example no one should soon for-
get: How not to protect the children whose care 

they’re entrusted with, how not to serve taxpay-
ers (instead of risking litigation they’ll lose) and 
how not to formulate policy that simply con-
forms to state law, especially where public ac-
commodations like restrooms and locker rooms 
are concerned. The takeaway from East Aurora 
isn’t that one school board is stocked with 
amoral cowards; it’s that local authorities can 
be cowed by a hate group into violating the law.
 That said, this is where activists made their 
own mistakes. From this point going forward, we 
need to be ready to talk about and push back on 
public accommodations. The issue may already 
be settled law in Illinois, but scaremongering 
about trans folk using restrooms proved easy for 
IFI and its ilk. But for all of the concern voiced 
over trans people as perverts or predators, it is 
an entirely made-up threat: Since January 1996, 
when the Illinois Human Rights Act became law, 
there have been no incidents of trans folk doing 
any of things they’ve been accused of, no peep-
ing toms, no stalking—nothing. Not in Illinois 
and not in the entire country, for that matter. 
Take it from me: All we trans folk want to do is 
the same thing everybody else does in the rest-
room—we all gotta go.
 For all of the advances in LGBT rights made in 
this state in the past 16 years, think of what 
this precedent means: Equal rights already ac-
knowledged can be traded away by those in lo-
cal government who lack the courage to protect 
them. Admittedly, trans folk are the easy target, 
because ours is the smallest community within 
the LGBTQ spectrum, but do not think for a min-
ute that it will stop there. Our fight is your fight.
 This is why this is one battle that we should 
not be fighting school district by school district, 
potentially leaving Illinois with an administra-
tive thicket of compromises on childrens’ safety 
or surrenders to any clique of locals panicked by 

politicized bigots. We should not submit to the 
spectacle of another school board haggling with 
a hate group over how to avoid obeying the law.
 Instead, we’ll need action from Springfield and 
from the state board of education, to provide 
positive guidance to school boards to spare 
them from getting it wrong. We should settle 
this now, because we do not want be formulat-
ing policy ad hoc, in reaction to the individual 
circumstances of students already in the school 
system. As new as this challenge may be for 
educators and families, we should be acting now 
to protect the future of the growing number of 
trans kids coming out earlier with the benefit of 
the support of their parents.
 Some of this is a matter of anticipating the 
inevitable. Every school district in the state is 
eventually going to have its first trans student, 
and—given how kids like to fit in whatever their 
differences—its first trans student-athlete. As a 
society, we owe it to every one of them to get it 
right, now.
 From my own experience, I remember when 
one of my cousins, a middle school teacher, con-
tacted me when she learned she would have her 
school’s first trans student in one of her classes: 
How should she treat her? My cousin was for-
tunate—she had a family member who’s trans 
to reach out to. Most teachers don’t have that 
benefit, and won’t. How well will they be able to 
handle treating trans students in their classes 
if the only guidance they’re getting comes from 
the likes of a school board like East Aurora’s?
 Christina Kahrl is an out trans woman, a 
board director of equality Illinois and a mem-
ber of Human Rights advisory Council for 
Cook County state’s attorney anita alvarez. 
she’s also an editor for esPn.com and a mem-
ber of the Baseball Writers association of 
america.

a holiday wish
for enDa progress
Usually, Christmas-week columnists wax poetic 
about the holidays or what religion means to 
humanity, but let’s talk the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA) and the possible ex-
ecutive order on nondiscrimination by President 
Obama until Congress passes such legislation. 
Oh, and for good measure, let’s add in the fis-
cal cliff and Republicans. All of this is related 
in passing nondiscrimination for the more-than 
half of all U.S. LGBT citizens—like most Penn-
sylvanians—who live in places where LGBT dis-
crimination is still legal. And this little gem, 
which I hope will give you conversation as you 
go from one holiday event or family gathering to 
another, will serve as my gift to you.
 First, the governance drill. ENDA must pass 
both houses of Congress, then be signed into 
law by the president. While ENDA is overwhelm-
ingly supported by Democrats, it will need Re-
publican votes in Congress as well. It is gener-
ally believed that it can pass the Senate, but the 
House is a different story. First, you need the 
Republican votes, then you need the Republican 
leadership of the House to agree to bring the 
legislation up for possible hearings, a vote out 
of committee and then a full vote. And this is 
where that problem lies.
 Have you watched Majority Leader John 
Boehner (R) attempt to deal with his caucus 

over the fiscal cliff? Well, imagine him on ENDA. 
He’d have to be a strong supporter of the leg-
islation in order to use his political capital on 
ENDA. Another leader is Rep. Eric Cantor from 
Virginia, but he’s more aligned with his Tea Party 
members.
 And who can make them move? Well, the 
natural thought would be an LGBT Republican 
organization that has communications with the 
Republican leadership, but sadly Log Cabin and 
GOProud don’t seem to have the influence need-
ed to pressure Republican leadership. So thanks 
to Republicans, we are stalled in Congress.
 So, until we get to a point where Congress will 
act, the only other move is an executive order 
from the president. That order will do little for 
most Americans; it’s more symbolic. It’s some-
thing rather than nothing but, like Congress, the 
president will use some of his good will (po-
litical capital) with some members of Congress. 
So the timing needs to be correct and activists 
don’t like waiting. But hey, activists need some-
thing to complain about, so why not go after the 
president rather than the real culprits?
 There are a few points here that should be 
clear. It’s the Republicans who have stalled im-
migration reform, but unlike the Latino commu-
nity, our activists, and specifically our Repub-
lican activists, don’t have the clout that the 
Latino community seems to have. But there’s 
another issue. Part of the reason for that is the 
Hispanic community has focused on that one is-
sue—immigration reform—and won over public 
support. Our community activists have focused 
on marriage equality, and therefore most elected 
officials and the public think of that as our leg-
islative priority.
 With marriage equality now before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, maybe our friends in what is 
sometimes referred to as Gay Inc.—and I mean 
no disrespect—could try to employ a focus simi-
lar to that of the Hispanic community and con-

centrate on one issue: on an issue that literally 
leaves at least 1-million LGBT Americans with 
the possibility of the loss of homes and liveli-
hoods.
 Merry ENDA holiday to all.
 mark segal is publisher of the Philadelphia 
Gay news.

MARK
SEGAL

CHRISTINA
KAHRL

letters:
Church values

Yet another anti-gay “ministry” has popped 
up about a block west of Halsted Street, 
where pylons and plaques celebrate LGBTQ 
community members. 
 Purveying hate under the rubric “love the 
sinner, hate the sin,” the (Southern Bap-
tist) Chicagoland Community Church is ply-
ing vulnerable street kids with free food, 
clothing and the experience of community 
to replace the rejection many of them have 
felt from their birth families. Called “Safe 
Haven” by the church, its members accept 
these youth only until a kid asks if it’s okay 
he’s gay or if she’s accepted by God as a 
lesbian. 
 LGBTQ young people are entitled to wel-
coming and affirming places to meet in 
Boystown. As we give this season to the 
organizations mentioned above, we should 
not forget that several anti-gay religious 
outfits in the heart of Boystown will en-
deavor to shepherd our youth (and adults 
too) and undermine their confidence and 
pride in being LGBT. 
 Let’s remember that the next time we 
hear people condemn our street kids.
Gay Liberation Network
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By VICKI CRaIn

Chicago’s dance scene had a great year. Mile-
stone anniversaries, first-time visits from in-
ternational touring companies, world-renowned 
guest choreographers, a very famous piece of 
music and world premieres from some very tal-
ented locals made 2012 downright delightful for 
dance lovers. Here are some standout pieces and 
performances—in no particular order—from the 
past 12 months.
 New York-based american Ballet Theatre 
came to town in March with a five-performance 
run of the romantic ballet Giselle. The classic 
story of love and betrayal took over the Audi-
torium Theatre’s stage with massive sets, large 
casts and even live dogs. Principal ballerina Ju-
lie Kent gave a heartbreaking performance in the 
lead role.
 Paris opera Ballet, the company Giselle was 
originally created for in 1841, also brought the 
ballet to Chicago this summer. An estimated 
14,000 people attended a live simulcast on a 
giant LED screen in Millennium Park as the danc-
ers performed inside the Harris Theater. Along 
with Giselle, they performed a repertory program 
titled Epic French Masterpieces that included a 
piece with one female dancer on top of a large, 
round table with a multitude of men surrounding 
her set to Ravel’s Bolero. 
 Another world-famous troupe to hit town was 
Israel’s Batsheva Dance Company. Chicago au-
diences were familiar with artistic director Ohad 
Naharin’s work MAX via Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago, but the other work on the program, 
also set to Bolero, beautifully showcased the 
dancers intuitive sense of movement and earthy 
technique. The show was delayed due to security 
issues—metal detectors were installed in the 

Auditorium Theatre lobby—but this double bill 
was well worth the wait.
 While the Chicago Dancing Festival presented 
many touring artists, it was Windy City citizens 
who stole the show. For its sixth year, festi-
val co-founders Jay Franke and Lar Lubovitch 
commissioned New York-based choreographer 
Larry Keigwin to create a work that’s uniquely 
Chicago. Bicycles, umbrellas, newspapers, cell 
phones and an appearance by Benny the Bull 
highlighted this collage of everyday people and 
movement set (again) to Bolero, proving anyone 
can dance, especially to this music. The piece 
appeared on the opening- and closing-night 
programs, and stole the show both times.
 If Keigwin used the most props, Harrison 
McEldowney’s Act One finale for this year’s 
Dance For life benefit incorporated the most 
creative. “Red, White and Black,” a piece for 10 
male dancers from various Chicago companies 
set to music by the pop band fun., went to new 
heights—literally—with bouncing, swinging 
bungee cords. Five men anchored with dazzling 
dancing, while five flew into the air with the 
help of the C5 aerial/dance team.
 Jessica Wolfrum of River north Dance Chi-
cago makes the list with her strong, emotional 
solo “Renatus” (“Rebirth”) from the troupe’s 
fall engagement at the Harris Theater. Choreo-
graphed by Nejla Yatkin, this beautiful dance 
has Wolfrum in a blood-red dress with a 30-foot 
train that she eventually tames and sheds like a 
second skin. She’s always a standout, but this 
was a breakthrough piece.
 Gallim Dance traveled from New York City to 
The Dance Center at Columbia College to present 
the hour-long work Blush. Originally created by 
artistic director Andrea Miller in 2009, the piece 
starts with dancers covered in white paint that 

is strategically wiped off as the action ebbs and 
flows from masculine movement to ballet poses 
to human pyramids. Think Swan Lake meets The 
Exorcist.
 Two Chicago transplants, originally from 
Spain, presented evening-length world pre-
mieres to rave reviews. Alejandro Cerrudo, resi-
dent choreographer for Hubbard street, created 
his first-ever full-length work to open the com-
pany’s 35th-anniversary season. One Thousand 
Pieces was inspired by Marc Chagall’s America 
Windows, housed at the Art Institute, and used 
all 24 dancers. Intriguing sets using moving mir-
rors and water reflected Cerrudo’s fast, smooth 
style. luna negra Dance Theater Artistic Di-
rector Gustavo Ramirez Sansano conceived a 
fresh, inventive new take on the ballet/opera 
Carmen with his one-night-only premiere of Car-
men.maquia. All-white sets and costumes let 
the intricate choreography and talented danc-
ers take center stage. Both works had strong, 
petite female leads: Ana Lopez (Hubbard Street) 
and Monica Cervantes (Luna Negra) prove good 
things do come in small packages.
 Other local choreographers who made memo-
rable impressions are The seldoms Artistic Di-
rector Carrie Hanson with her smart, witty ex-
ploration of the climate change debate (which 
included cooking and eating pancakes on stage) 
in Exit Disclaimer: Science and Fiction Ahead, as 
well as Molly Shanahan of mad shak in The Deli-
cate Hour. Both women possess a great talent 
for using intimate gestures and repetitive move-
ments mixed with humor, spoken word and sing-
ing to evoke familiar emotions, while remaining 
poignant.
 Finally, there was a revival from The Joffrey 
Ballet of the 1932 anti-war ballet The Green Ta-
ble. Known for technically tackling classical and 
more contemporary works, the company showed 
what it can do stripped down to just a simple 
gesture. The powerful piece still resonates today 
with its message of perpetual war. Dancer Fab-
rice Calmels, as Death, was both an intimidating 
and compassionate figure.
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The River north Dance Chicago production Renatus (above) is one of the dance highlights of 2012. see below. 
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Looking back at 2012 CRITICS’ PICKS

 annie, Paramount Theatre, through Dec. 
30. Director Rachel Rockwell has staged a 
fine holiday production of the beloved 1977 
Broadway musical about a plucky orphan 
who sings of a better “Tomorrow.” Instead 
of flying to New York to see the current 
Broadway revival of Annie, head out instead 
to Aurora. SCM
 The Christmas schooner, Mercury The-
atre, through Dec. 30. The lake-storm se-
quence is replicated so vividly, you can 
almost feel the waves crash. The “Strudel 
Waltz” is the most romantic ballad heard on 
the off-Loop circuit right now—the musi-
cal ship’s been sailing for 16 years, so why 
haven’t you seen it yet? MSB
 metamorphoses, Lookingglass Theatre, 
through Jan. 6; Mary Zimmerman’s adapta-
tion of myths old (mostly) and new remains 
a visual feast and a dream-like, sensual ex-
perience with a fine balance of humor, sen-
timent, sexiness and surprise. Add a show 
to your Boul Mich shopping. JA
  superior Donuts, Mary-Arrchie Theatre 
Company at Royal George Theatre, through 
Dec. 31. Tracy Letts’ most optimistic play 
has finally found the perfect location for its 
celebration of the American Dream as sym-
bolized by a humble doughnut in an eco-
nomically changing Uptown. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan
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THEATER REVIEW

God is Gay and
Wants You to be
Gay, Too: Proof
from the Bible
Playwright: lee Barats
at: annoyance Theatre, 4830 n. Broadway st.
Tickets: 773-561-4665 or 
www.annoyanceproductions.com; $10
Runs through: Jan. 6

By sCoTT C. moRGan
 
When a comedy show has a title like God is Gay 
and Wants You to Be Gay, Too: Proof From The 
Bible, there’s the hope that it will be able to 
incisively skewer Biblical gay bashing and reli-
gion-based “ex-gay” reparative therapy.
Alas, there isn’t a strong enough comic and 
campy drive to power this Annoyance Theatre 
show in its present state. Instead of feeling 
like a confident and fully polished product, the 
whole enterprise comes off like a rough draft.
 God is Gay is the brainchild of Lee Barats, who 
also stars in the show as Reverend Blake Halford. 
Barats structures the show like a sermon, where 
an ex-hetero Rev. Halford uses a PowerPoint 
presentation along with demonstrations (some 
involving audience participation) to drive home 
his reading of the Bible where God is welcoming 
to homosexuality and actually against hetero-
sexuality.
 There are plenty of opportunities for subver-
sive humor here, but Barats often doesn’t go as 
far as you might hope (save for his reading of 

the commandment coveting your neighbor’s wife 
and slaves). Barats may spoof the typical Chris-
tian service format, but he needs to inject more 
exaggerated camp into the proceedings to take 
the humor up several notches.
 Barats’ God is Gay costars are underutilized 
with either weak lines or limited stage time. 
A potential major source of humor could have 
come Rev. Halford’s also ex-hetero husband, Rik-
ki (Peter Kim). But Kim isn’t given much to work 
with in terms of comic dialogue, and director 
Jim Jeffries steered him toward understated line 
readings that seemed to sap some energy from 
the show. There might have been better comic 
potential for Rikki if he mimicked the often 
worshipful and self-superior attitudes displayed 
by many a religious leader’s doting spouse (and 
even more humor if details about their sex life 
slipped out at inopportune moments).
 Chris Kervick as the assistant Christo does in-
ject some stereotypically sassy gay humor, par-
ticularly when called upon to take part in the 
audience-inspired improvisation scenes. But 
Kervick’s effeminate Christo doesn’t get utilized 
as much as he should.
 Part of the reason why there might have been a 
dearth of laughs could be blamed on the sparse 
opening-night audience. But at every turn, the 
show’s writing doesn’t live up to the comic po-
tential of the premise. 
 With two major lawsuits tied to reparative 
therapy from California and North Carolina cur-
rently winding their way through the U.S. court 
system, God is Gay could have been much more 
sharper and topical with its approach. Perhaps 
with more tinkering and recasting, God is Gay 
could be much more persuasively funny and find 
more willing converts.

THEATER REVIEW

The Faith Healer
Playwright: Brian Friel
at: The Den Theatre, 
1333 n. milwaukee ave.
Tickets: 773-398-7028; 
www.thedentheatre.com; $28
Runs through: Jan. 20 

By maRy sHen BaRnIDGe
 
In 1950, Japanese filmmaker Akira Kurosawa’s 
Rashomon introduced the drama of conflict-
ing testimonials—a narrative structure cop-
ied to this day. In this cinematic classic, four 
witnesses to a rape/murder recount the cir-
cumstances of the crime, but since all of them 
have reason to lie, whose version is true? 
 The traumatic incidents in Brian Friel’s 1979 
drama are even more nebulous in their iso-
lation. Our raconteurs are Francis “Frank” 
Hardy, the itinerant faith healer of the title, 
his consort Grace (who may, or may not, be 
his legally-wedded wife) and his manager, 
Teddy. The topics under scrutiny encompass 
a solitary burial in a Scottish pasture for 
Grace’s stillborn child and a severe—possibly 
fatal—beating suffered by Frank on their first 
night in Ireland.  Oh, and one, or even two, of 
these confidantes might be ghosts, speaking 
from the grave. 
 Who are we to believe? How much of Frank’s 
introspection on his gift is the fabrication of 
a boy aspiring to greater triumphs than his 
humble lineage offers? How much of Grace’s 
insight into the motives of her companions—
the eccentric invocation music required to 
conjure Frank’s powers, for example—is col-
ored by rejection of her stuffy middle-class 
family? Literary convention would seem to 
dictate that Teddy’s account be the one we 
accept as fact—until we can no longer deny 
his storyteller’s tendency to exaggeration and 
sentimentalizing.
 When the Turnaround Theatre—named for 
its home in a tiny shed at the end of a CTA 
route—introduced Friel’s play to Chicago au-
diences in 1995, it became the production 

against which all subsequent ones would be 
measured. For this revival, Wicker Park’s Den 
Theatre has reassembled that seminal com-
pany’s director and cast—respectively, J.R. 
Sullivan, Si Osborne, Lia D. Mortensen and 
Brad Armacost. All make good use of the 17 
intervening years, with countenances reflect-
ing the weariness of age and experience. Os-
borne’s Frank had lost none of his existential 
anomie, nor Mortensen’s Grace her suppressed 
anger, or Armacost’s Teddy his mercurial mis-
chief, their contradictory confidences—de-
livered in relentlessly straightforward mono-
logue—generating a suspense that rivets 
our attention for two and a half hours of the 
show’s running time. 
 Be warned, too: Whatever else you may 
take home afterward, you will never hear the 
Fred Astaire recording of Jerome Kern’s “The 
Way You Look Tonight” in quite the same way 
again.

The Faith Healer. Photo by Joe mazza

THEATER REVIEW

Book of Mormon
Book, music and lyrics by: 
Trey Parker, Robert lopez and matt stone
at: Bank of america Theatre, 18 W. monroe st.
Tickets: 800-775-2000 or 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $45-$115
Runs through: June 2

By sCoTT C. moRGan
 
Much of the advertising for the nine-time 
Tony Award-winning 2011 musical The Book of 
Mormon trumpets the fact that it’s “From the 
Creators of South Park,” so audiences really 
shouldn’t be shocked at the hilariously blas-
phemous and frequently raunchy content in the 
show.
 So for fans of that long-running Comedy Cen-
tral cartoon series about the misadventures of a 
bunch of foul-mouthed kids, The Book of Mor-
mon will be gut-busting manna from heaven. If 
these fans continue to turn out in force, the sec-
ond national tour of The Book of Mormon should 
stay ensconced at Chicago’s Bank of America 
Theatre for a very long time.
 As for the serious musical-theater aficionado, 
The Book of Mormon probably won’t live up to 
The New York Times pull-quote of “The Best Mu-
sical of the Century” that has also been embla-
zoned practically everywhere with the show’s 
logo. The Book of Mormon may be an entirely 
original creation by South Park creators Trey 
Parker and Matt Stone with Avenue Q co-creator 
Robert Lopez, but The Book of Mormon songs 
rely so heavily on spoofing so many other musi-
cals (Wicked, The King and I and especially The 
Lion King, to name a few) that it often feels like 

it’s comically piggy-backing on the song styles 
of other shows rather than truly offering its own 
distinctive voice.
 But this is just a minor quibble, since all that 
subversive musical spoofing is done as a genuine 
homage. The Book of Mormon’s creators clearly 
love musical theater, and their dirtily comic take 
on the genre by mischievously refashions it in 
their own profane image.
 The show follows two squeaky-clean mission-
aries from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints who realize how totally unprepared 
they are for the disease and warfare of Uganda. 
The upstanding Elder Price (Nic Rouleau) feels 
cheated, but the goofball and habitual liar El-
der Cunningham (Ben Platt) soon finds himself a 
changed and confident man as he finds a willing 
convert in the young girl Nabulungi (American 
Idol alumna Syesha Mercado).
 Those who have been lucky enough to see The 
Book of Mormon on Broadway will be pleased to 
hear that the entire Chicago cast is up to snuff 
(with plenty of standouts like the effeminate El-
der McKinley of Pierce Cassedy, James Vincent 
Meredith as tribal leader Mafala and Christopher 
Shyer as the murderous General), and that the 
tour replicates the splashy and comic original 
staging by Casey Nicholaw and Parker to a tee.
 And though some might condemn The Book of 
Mormon for mocking missionary work and Afri-
can superstitions, the show truly is an equal-op-
portunity offender and rightfully wins its laughs 
from its incongruous comic juxtapositions. Plus, 
the show’s message of faith, friendship and do-
ing good deeds gives The Book of Mormon an 
enormous heart and surprising moral backbone 
(despite all the shock-worthy jokes tied to AIDS, 
rape and forced female circumcision).

Book of mormon. Photo by Joan marcus

CULTURE CLUB

PURCHASE EARLY FOR BEST PRICES!

THE
LETTERS

BY JOHN W. LOWELL 
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

FEATURING KATE FRY AND MARK L. MONTGOMERY

Performed at 664 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe

NOW PLAYING!
MINUTES FROM CHICAGO ON 
THE EDENS OR THE METRA!

WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG I 847-242-6000

THE TRUTH IS
         ELUSIVE...

Pictured: Mark L. Montgomery and Kate Fry. Photo by Michael Brosilow.

http://www.writerstheatre.org
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THEATER REVIEW

War Horse
Playwright: nick stafford, adapted from 
the novel by michael morpurgo
at: Broadway in Chicago at the 
Cadillac Palace, 151 W. Randolph st.
Tickets: 800-775-2000; 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $30-$105
Runs through: Jan. 5

By maRy sHen BaRnIDGe
 
In the 1800s, it was possible to feature live 
horses in plays (cf. Mazeppa, The Wild Horse of 
Tartary), but with the fashion for smaller the-
aters, the only dobbins seen onstage for most of 
the 20th century were vaudeville clowns and the 
wire-sculpture dancers in Peter Shaffer’s Equus. 
Then in 1997, The Lion King’s Julie Taymor 
showed us what puppets could do, ushering in a 
new age of zoocentric narratives—in this case, 
Michael Morpurgo’s tale, adapted by Nick Staf-
ford, of the British cavalry horses who served in 
World War I.
 Although the story was meant for youthful 
readers, our anthropomorphic hero is no Dis-
neyfied toy. Joey and his adolescent caretaker, 
Albert, quickly learn to communicate with one 
another, but the only dialogue that we hear is 
rendered in English (including conversations in 
what we are told are German and French). The 
adventures the boy and his horse encounter are 
not sugary pre-school fare, either: Both must 
endure backbreaking labor, life-threatening dan-
ger, and agonizing injury. Both will watch com-
rades die. Both will discover within themselves 
survival skills never before anticipated, and both 
will despair of reuniting in the idyllic Devonshire 
home they recall.
 We follow them for every hoofprint of their 
journey, too—vividly depicted through ani-
mated screen projections and a score of martial 
music. We clearly see the cane-and-fabric man-
nequins’ operators (kokens for the foal Joey, 
later concealed beneath the prosthetic shell of 
the full-grown stallion), but so accurately does 
Toby Sedgwick’s quadrupedal choreography rep-
licate equine body language that from the first 
moments, we accept them—not like the adults 
we are, but with the primal affection of chil-
dren—as the beasts they represent. Opening 
night audiences, stone-faced through scenes of 
soldiers fleeing artillery fire, wept shamelessly 
at Joey’s entrapment by barbed wire and whim-
pered in fear during one terrifying moment when 
he faces imminent execution.
 This is not to depreciate the production’s two-
footed artists: Andrew Veenstra makes a worthy 
companion to our mighty steed, as do Jason 
Loughlin and Andrew May as a pair of horse-
whispering military officers and Brian Keane as 
a tough-talking field sergeant. The show belongs 
to the personnel of the Handspring Puppet Com-
pany, however, who bring to life everything from 

shark-like armored tanks to irascible farmyard 
geese.  
 It’s only in town for three weeks. Don’t forget 
your hankies.  

War Horse. Photos by Brinkhoff-mögenburg
 See what happens when a lesbian beauty queen, a dyke accounting president, a Republican 
politician’s son and a closeted pastor’s son all attend a “gay conversion” seminar in the comedy 
The straight and narrow, co-written by Jane Blackburn Hammer and Tyler Gillespie. Catch this 
one-night-only show, which is part of Stage 773’s pro-theater space proposal program for young 
writers and performers who are trying to mount shows on a limited budget. The Straight and 
Narrow plays 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27, at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. Tickets are $12 and 
$10 for students; call 773-327-5252 or visit www.stage773.org. Photo by Carol Bontekoe

SPOTLIGHT

A HOLIDAY MOVIE FOR ALL OF US

Available from Amazon.com and Women & Children First Bookstore

scroogeandmarleymovie.com

´This Christmas Carol will gayly ring 
in the Holidays and so it should!´ 

Janet Davies, ABC-7 News

´This touching and clever Carol is 
sure to be a queer Christmas classic!´

Mike Wood, Instinct magazine

´ A sweet and distinctive spin on  
a holiday standard.´ 

Alonso Duralde, author,  
“Have Yourself a Movie Little Christmas”

http://www.scroogeandmarleymovie.com
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10 best things 
i ate in 2012
By meGHan sTReIT

It’s been a good year for Chicago restaurants. 
We’ve had dozens of hot new restaurants open 
with smashing success. Celebrity chefs are cook-
ing up dazzling dishes all over the city. And our 
old Chicago favorites continue to churn out clas-
sics that keep us coming back for more. 
 I ate many, many mouth-wateringly delicious 
things in 2012, all in the name of research, of 
course. As I look back on yet another scrump-
tious year of dining in Chicago, I’m recapping 
the best of the best just for you. These are my 
absolute favorite dishes – the ones I can guar-
antee the vast majority of you will enjoy as 
much as I do. Some of them are new loves I just 

discovered this year, and some of them are old 
flames I’ve been enjoying for years. But every 
single item on this list is irresistible, divine and 
worth every single calorie. So, next time you’re 
in the mood to indulge and want a sure bet, 
try one of my handpicked favorites. Happy New 
Year!

 1) lobster roll at new england seafood 
Company (http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/lgbt/Sugar-Spice-Raj-Darbar/38563.html): 
You don’t find a lot of lobster rolls of this cali-
ber in these parts. New England Seafood Com-
pany serves the most scrumptious and authentic 
lobster rolls I’ve had this side of the Eastern 

Seaboard. They’re 
served on toasted 
hot dog buns (just 
like they should 
be), and the lob-
ster meat is simply 
coated in butter in 
classic Maine style. 
But I still like to 
add a dollop of 
mayo to mine, you 
know, just to gild 
the lily.

 2) Ceviche at la Ciudad: There’s plenty of 
ceviche to be had at Chicago’s many Mexican 
restaurants, but few places serve it as fresh 
and delicious as La Ciudad. Big chunks of fresh 
shrimp and tilapia are bathed in lime and ci-
lantro to create a ceviche to die for. Don’t let 
the Uptown restaurant’s plain exterior fool you 
– this place is a true hidden gem.
 3) nutella Panini at ombra (http://www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Sugar-Spice-
Ombra/37084.html): Ah, beautiful Ombra. What 
a lovely addition you make to Andersonville’s 
Clark Street strip. There are dozens and dozens 
of tasty treats at this Italian small plate beau-
ty, but the most decadent by far is the Nutella 
Panini. Yep, you read that right. Some culinary 
wizard came up with the idea to fry Nutella and 
bananas on crusty Italian bread.
 4) The “stoner” at Jerry’s sandwiches 
(http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Sugar-Spice-Jerrys-Sandwiches/39957.html): I 
hope you already took my good advice back in 
October and paid a visit to our pal Jerry, and 
I hope you ordered the “Stoner.” This delight-
fully ridiculous grilled cheese sandwich features 
macaroni and cheese plus smoked Gouda plus 
applewood bacon – all smooshed between two 
slices of challah. Yeah, it’s stupid good. 

 5) “Rustica” pizza at Johnny Brown Bag 
(http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
SugarSpice-Johnny-Brown-Bag/39806.html): As 
a rule, I don’t like figs on pizza. Let’s be hon-
est, figs are a fruit and who wants fruit on pizza 
(except for you weirdoes who insist on ordering 
yours with pineapple)? 
Well, Johnny Brown 
Bag made me rethink 
my fig stance because 
their “Rustica” pizza 
incorporates them in 
such a non-intrusive 
way. The figs add just 
a hint if subtle sweet-
ness, leaving room for 
the Gorgonzola, onions 
and thin crispy crust to 
shine.
 6) Red velvet cake at Tipsy Cake: Don’t wait 
for a special occasion to try one of the to-die-for 
cakes from Tipsy Cake (although they’re great 
for birthdays and weddings, too.) I’m partial to 
the red velvet. I don’t know how Naomi Levine 
and her team do it, but this is cake is mouth-
wateringly moist. It is at once fluffy and dense, 
and makes many other perfectly fine red velvet 
cakes taste like cardboard. Tipsy Cake’s frostings 
are dangerous. They are so rich and buttery, you 
might want to just eat them off of a spoon, and 
you can because the cakes are always served 
with a thick layer of frosting so there’s plenty 
to spare. The cream cheese frosting is the obvi-
ous choice to top Tipsy Cake’s outstanding red 
velvet cake. Once you try this cake, you may find 
yourself inventing reasons to celebrate.
 7) Paneer pakora at Raj Darbar (http://www.
windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Sugar-Spice-
Raj-Darbar/38563.html): My meal last summer 

at Raj Darbar ba-
sically changed 
my relationship 
with Indian food 
– as in, before I 
hated it and now 
I love it, at least 
from this place. 
Everything that 
comes out of this 
Lakeview eatery’s 
tandoori oven is 
piping hot and 
packed with fla-

vor. But, my favorite thing on their menu is the 
paneer pakora, homemade cheese fried in chick-
pea batter. It’s the Indian equivalent of cheese 

sticks and they it is fabulous.
 8) Burrata at City Winery: Oh, how I love 
this place. I can’t wait to tell you all about City 
Winery in my next column, but I can’t wait to 
talk about the burrata appetizer. For those of 
you who don’t know, burrata is super soft creamy 
Italian cheese stuffed inside of only slightly 
firmer fresh mozzarella cheese. On its own, bur-
rata is pretty much one of the best things on the 
planet, which is why City Winery blew my mind 
by serving it with the most delectable olive oil-
soaked toasted bread I’ve ever eaten. There are 
also some tasty marinated tomatoes and fresh 
basil on the plate, so it’s like a make your own 
Panini bar. I want to eat it everyday. 
 9) Rajas con Queso sopes at los nopales: 
Every time I go to this Lincoln Square Mexican 
joint, I briefly consider ordering something oth-
er than the sopes, and every time I have the 
good sense not to. The thick corn tortillas are 
cooked until almost crisp and then topped with 
a smear of refried beans, plenty of roasted pob-
lano peppers and a mound of Chihuahua cheese 
that is baked until it’s golden brown. This dish is 
like a pizza, except spicier and, obviously, Mexi-
can. Every time I order it, everyone at my table 
wishes they had what I have – which is saying 
a lot because everything else on the menu is 
pretty darn good, too.
 10) salted caramel ice cream at nellcote 
(http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/
Sugar-Spice-Nellcote/37332.html): Of all the 
lovely new restaurants that have graced Chi-
cago’s streets this year, this sexy West Loop 
spot has my vote for best newcomer. The Euro-
pean small plates are inventive without being 
so experimental you need a chemistry degree 
to figure out what you’re eating. Familiar foods 
like pasta and risotto are made novel with unex-
pected ingredients like squid ink and gold leaf 
bone marrow. There wasn’t a bite I didn’t savor 
at Nellcote, but my favorite was the simple salt-
ed caramel ice cream I had for dessert. Salted 
caramel is probably the flavor of 2012, which 
means there are plenty of ho-hum attempts to 
incorporate it into menus, but Nellcote’s thick 
and creamy caramel ice cream with the perfect 
hint of salt is most definitely not one of those.

 Do you need some more sugar & spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @sugarand-
spicems for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

Weekly DininG GuiDe in 

Perfect for Holiday Entertaining

aMeriCan
the Counter
666 W. Diversey Pkwy.
chicago
773-935-1995
custom built burgers with 
hormone-and-antibiotic-free 
100% Angus beef. Facebook: 
The counter Lincoln Park.

Jane’s restaurant 
1653-55 W. cortland Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

asian
thirteen tapas
4202 W. Irving Park Rd., 
773-283-6626
www.13pins.webs.com
Serving unique Asian tapas-
style cuisine, inspired by 
dishes of the Philippines. Half 
off tapas Tue. -Thu. from 3-6.

Bakery
swedish Bakery
5348 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
european-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

italian 
taverna 750
750 W. cornelia Ave., 
chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940s style, Italian supper 
club and cocktail lounge. 
Award-winning, must-see 
holiday decorations and 
private party room. Accepting 
online reservations. 
noW DeliVerinG.

Ceres’ table
4882 N. clark St.,
chicago
773-878-4882
cerestable.com
Sustainable, locally sourced 
contemporary Italian food, 
great cocktails, and fabulous 
wine and beer lists.

GerMan
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 N. Lincoln Ave., 
chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
German specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

MeDiterranean
troy Mediterranean 
Grill
2908 N. Broadway
773-770-3866
Facebook: 
TroyMediterraneanGrill
100% homemade, fresh menu 
includes veggie dishes. All 
food is prepared fresh as the 
time of ordering.

theDISH DininG listinGs

1816 N. Halsted Ave. Chicago • 312-280-8990 
  www.KingCrabChicago.com

All above not valid with other specials, discounts, online coupons or promotions

TAVERN & SEAFOOD GRILL
KING CRAB

Celebrate 
the New Year
with KING CRAB!

At Bar only 2 drink minimum per person on all bar specials!

Daily Oyster Bar Specials!
Chesapeake Oysters 55¢ ea. • Shrimp  55¢ ea.

Hamburgers $2 • Buffalo Wings 35¢ ea.
Mussel Appertizers 5.95 • 11 Spicy Shrimp 11.95

NEW YEAR’S DAY!
ALL YOU CAN EAT
SNOW CRAB LEGS

$3395

NEW YEAR’S EVE!
Crab and Slab...............................$2995

6 oz. Tail & Filet Mignon................$3595

FIlet Mignon & 1/2 lb. King Crab.....$3995

INCLUDES SOUP OR SALAD & A GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE OR HOUSE WINE
Regular Menu Available

theDISH

http://www.kingcrabchicago.com
http://www.clubluckychicago.com
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BUSINESS FOR SALE
RaRe oPPoRTUnITy To PURCHase HIGH-enD ReTaIl 
BoUTIQUe specializing in home accessories and gifts 
from American & European artisans; located in premier 
Chicago shopping district; recognized locally and 
nationally; includes strong wholesale and Internet 
business; asking price: $200,000 plus inventory; Sales: 
$880,549; Cash flow: $115,110. Please contact Toby 
Davis of sunbelt Business Brokers at 312-878-1232 
or toby.davis@sunbeltnetwork.com  (1/16/13-4)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHesTnUT CleanInG seRVICes: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

eXCellenT CleanInG seRVICe Experienced cleaning 
lady will clean your home, office, or apartment. Excel-
lent referenced and 25+ years of experience. Please call 
ewa 312-318-4445 (1/2/13-4)

male HoUseKeePeR. Experienced male housekeep-
er offers his service in Chicago. If you need Your 
house,condo or apartment clean,let me know. call or 
text andy at:630-841-3311 Free estimate Refer-
ences available. (12/26/12-1)

COUNSELING

CoUnselInG anD ClInICal HyPnoTHeRaPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 

1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  starla R. sholl, lCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (2/20/13-26)

solUTIon FoCUseD CoUnselInG Solution focused 
counseling in warm & affirming environment by licensed 
psychotherapist. Wounded self-esteem, body image 
issues, career counseling and relationship challenges. 
BCBS PPO & Aetna. Sliding Scale. Lakeview, close to CTA 
& Parking. Dr. John moore. (773) 704-5300. www.
johndmoore.net (2/20/13-13)

FIREWOOD
WIsConsIn’s FInesT: Seasoned dry oak, fruitwood, 
white birch, etc. Guaranteed to burn. Fast delivery or 
pick-up. 1/4, 1/2 or full facecord. 2175 S. Canalport. 
www.GoodwoodFirewood.com; 773-975-0251 
(1/30/13-13)

HELP WANTED
***saFe BUs DRIVeRs WanTeD***DaIly TaKe Home 
Pay*** Do you enjoy helping others? Do you like hav-
ing the freedom to work on your own? Is your safety 
and the safety of others a priority for you? Is earning 
a paycheck important to you? If you answered “YES” 
to each question please read on. We are hiring SAFE 
BUS DRIVERS to work in the City of Chicago and sur-
rounding communities. This is year ‘round work. We pay 
$12.50/hour, $13.00/hour for weekends. We offer medi-
cal, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, a free 
$5,000 life insurance policy and PAID VACATION AND 
PAID HOLIDAYS! WE HAVE FULL TIME WORK AVAILABLE 
FOR DRIVERS! Must have a class “C” CDL or be able to 
obtain one with passenger endorsement. We provide 
CDL training. TRAINING STARTS IMMEDIATELY...COME 
IN AND APPLY TODAY TO START EARNING A PAY CHECK! 
We are easily accessible from the PaCe 290 bus and 
the CTa 85a bus! mV Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. 
Gross Point Road niles, Il 60714 773-467-2455. 
www.mvtransit.com must pass a drug test and have a 
clean driving record and clean criminal background. 
eoe (1/23/13-8)

HealTH CaRe - CaReGIVeRs WanTeD. Growing, li-
censed homecare company has positions open for 
Caregivers who want to make a difference. All shifts 
available; one year experience required. apply on-line 
http://lavenderhcs.com/careers (1/30/13-9)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Get your Home Ready for the Holidays. Painting, Bath-
room Remodeling, Home Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s 
List, A+ with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year 
Warranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
www.getany.com (8/1/13-52)

ToP To BoTTom  PaInTInG anD CleanInG. Need to get 
a fresh look and have the place cleaned as well? Get it 
done now before all the entertaining starts. Call me for 
a free estimate. 847-444-1482 (1/23/13-13)

Dan mCInTyRe ConsTRUCTIon anD PaInTInG, New 
Buffalo, Mi. Serving Harbor county  & the Chicagoland 
area for over 20 years. Licensed and insured. Additions, 
remodeling, home maintenance. Interior and exterior 
painting. Small jobs welcome. Call 269-469-6391. 
(12/19/12-8)

LEGAL SERVICES

neeD leGal assIsTanCe? William H. Ransom & 
Associates, Estate Planning & Trusts; Real Estate; 
Commercial/Contract Litigation; Employment 
Discrimination and Retaliatory Discharge; Personal 
Injury; Mortgage Foreclosure Defense. 312-953-9120; 
whrlaw@aol.com. (1/16/13-13)

SPIRITUALITY

PIANO & VOICE LESSONS
PIano & VoICe lessons – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. all ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (1/30/13–12)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WonDeRInG WHaT To Do WITH THose WInDoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (12/29/12-26)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

REAL ESTATE
TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
eDGeWaTeR CommUTeR aDVanTaGe You’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach, bus, red line and shops. 
Joyously big and sunny. Spacious bedrooms with walk 
in closets. Large kitchen with formal dining room. 
$1300 with heat. Plus laundry, patio, storage, new sink 
and video intercom. It’s your move…773-706-6065 
(12/26/12-3)

2 BeDRoom eDGeWaTeR. Worth seeing - west of Broad-
way, close to Red Line/Shopping, Quiet/Sunny/Closet 
Space, Heat/Laundry included, Non-smokers, Pets possi-
ble, Credit/Reference checks/Security deposit. $1300/
month.  (773) 262-2168 (12/19/12-2)

TAVERN FOR SALE
4 A.M. license & PPA license.

Rogers Park near 7000 N.
Clark St. 6 blocks north of

Clark & Devon.
Occupancy is 135 people.

Contact:
Richard at 773-671-1273

or email at
john1770@att.net

Monday, Dec. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE
@mosphere New Year’s Eve at @mosphere. 

Male dancers, DJ, dancing, party favors, 
free champagne toast at midnight. No 
cover and no minimum. 5355 N. Clark St., 
www.atmospherebar.com

The Baton show lounge New Year’s at The 
Baton Show Lounge. It’s the 43rd annual 
NYE presentation, with showtimes at 10 
pm and 1 am. Open until 4 am. Call 312-
644-5269 for reservations. 436 N. Clark 
St., www.thebatonshowlounge.com

Berlin House Of Berlin: New Year’s Eve. 
Featuring Berlin family members DJs Greg 
Haus, Chester, Larissa, and Pete Augusta; 
plus the House of Santana. Doors open at 
9. $5 cover before 10; $10 after 10. Spe-
cial performances at 11 and champagne 
specials at midnight. 954 W. Belmont 
Ave., www.berlinchicago.com

The Call A Night In The Emerald City. No 
cover, champagne toast at midnight, 
lite bites, and Andersonville’s largest 
dance floor. Be a part of the party: wear 
green. 1547 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., www.
cattlecallchicago.com

Club Krave New Year’s at Club Krave. $15 
cover ($10 in advance), first 50 pre-sale 
guests receive a bottle of champagne. 
Hors d’oeuvres and champagne toast at 
midnight. DJ Theresa Dawn. Grand prize 
raffle drawings for two tickets to see 
Lady Gaga and more. Sexy go-go dancers. 
Hot Chippendale-style bartenders. 13126 
S. Western Ave., Blue Island, IL, www.
clubkrave.com

Cocktail New Year’s at Cocktail. Hosted by 
Cyon Flare. Featuring the hot sounds of 
Redux and sexy go-go boys dancing up a 
storm. Doors open at 7. Champagne toast 
at midnight. 3359 N. Halsted St., www.
cocktailbarchicago.com

Crew The Pajama Game: NYE at Crew. The 
most comfortable New Year’s Eve you’ll 
ever have. $10 event ticket for all the fun 
and games, champagne toast at midnight 
and party favors. Twister, limbo, blind 
makeovers, Dance Dance Revolution, plus 
a countdown of the best music videos 
of 2012. $45 everything package also 
includes appetizers, cocktails (Absolut, 
Tanqueray, Bacardi, Jack Daniel’s, Cuervo 
Gold), Miller Lite, Bud Light and 312 

drafts. Hosted by Sofia Saffire. 9:30 pm, 
4804 N. Broadway, www.worldsgreatest-
bar.com

Ds Tequila Black and White Party. The sexi-
est women’s NYE countdown in Boystown. 
Impress with your best black and white 
attire and dance the night away inside 
and outside. Featuring guest stars Laura 
Petracca (Hunter Valentine, The Real L 
Word), DJ J. Worra, and Girlband. www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/298207. 
3352 N. Halsted St.

Hamburger mary’s/mary’s attic Speakeasy 
Mary’s: A Hamburger Mary’s NYE Gangster-
themed New Year’s party on two floors. 
Featuring Big Red’s jazz trio downstairs 
and a dance party upstairs. Appetizer 
buffet and midnight toast included. $15 
advance tickets. 10 pm, 5400 N. Clark 
St., www.hamburgermarys.com/chicago

Hunters New Year: Spirits Elevated at 
Hunters. Hosted by Miss Foozie. Cash 
and prize balloon drop. Complimentary 
champagne at midnight. Buffet 8-10 pm. 
DJ Ron spinning 2012 hits all night. Per-
formances by Angel LeBare and RuPaul’s 
Monica Beverly Hills. $20 entry fee. 1932 
E. Higgins Rd., www.huntersnightclubs.
com

Jackhammer Revival: New Year’s at 
Jackhammer. Early Revival drink special 
9 pm - midnight. $10 cover gets you $2 
off well drinks and domestic beers. First 
50 revelers get Jackhammer Fave Dance 
CD. Hosted by Chanel and featuring DJs 
Jerry and Man. 6406 N. Clark St., www.
jackhammer-chicago.com

minibar All That Glitters: New Year’s at 
minibar. Celebrate the new year with 
minibar as they dress to the golden 9s. 
Full-flavored gourmet buffet-style dining 
and drinks included. Tickets now on sale 

at www.minibarchicago.com. 3341 N. 
Halsted St.

Parlour Glitter Ball: New Year’s at Parlour. 
DJ Vox Box at 10 pm, champagne at mid-
night, $1 drinks, $3 PBRs. No cover. 6341 
N. Clark St., www.parlouronclark.com

scarlet Bowlers and Mustache Party: New 
Year’s at Scarlet. Sponsored by 3 Olives. 
Hosted by New York A-List’s Derek and 
Austin. No cover. Doors open at 8 pm. 
3320 N. Halsted St., www.scarletbarchi-
cago.com

scot’s New Year’s Eve at Scot’s. Hors 
d’ouevres at 8 pm, balloon drop and 
champagne toast at midnight. No cover. 
1829 W. Montrose Ave., www.chica-
goscotsbar.com

sidetrack 2012 New Year’s Eve Party. Join 
Equality IL for a night of celebration as 
they welcome in 2013. This is the hottest 
NYE event on Halsted Street, and always 
sells out. 7 pm, 773-477-7173, 3349 N. 
Halsted St., www.eqil.org

The sofo Tap New Year’s Eve at The Sofo 
Tap. Celebrate 2013 with complimentary 
munchies, champagne toast at midnight, 
all your favorite songs and videos, and 
party favors. $3 Miller Lite drafts and $3 
well cocktails with optional $10 wrist-
band. 4923 N. Clark St., www.thesofotap.
com

spin New Year’s Eve at Spin starring Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race stars Willam, DiDa Ritz 
and The Princess. Two performances at 10 
and 11 pm. Midnight champagne toast 
and a $1000 balloon drop. Complimentary 
snacks and desserts. $20 advance; $25 at 

the door. $200 bottle package includes 
one bottle, two tickets and a VIP table. 
DJ Chester and VJ Riley York. 800 W. 
Belmont Ave., www.spin-nightclub.com

Touche Black & Blue New Year’s Eve at Tou-
che. 35th annual Black & Blue New Year’s 
Eve. Free buffet, contest and prizes. 
Party favors and a champagne toast at 
midnight. 10 pm, 6412 N. Clark St., www.
touchechicago.com

nye Runway Ball Open bar, a fantasy 
casino, live music from Dot Dot Dot and 
7th Heaven; a dance club with DJ-SPIN; 
and access to Red Bar, the hotel’s swanky 
hot spot, where Tony Ocean will perform 
Sinatra covers and more. Near the O’Hare 
Blue Line train station. $79 per person. 
8:30pm, Hyatt Regency O’Hare, 9300 W. 
Bryn Mawr Ave., Rosemont, IL,  http://
nyerunwayball-pr.eventbrite.com

Tuesday, Jan. 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
scot’s New Year’s Day Pajama Party. Wear 

your PJs to Scot’s and have your first 
Bloody Mary of  ‘13. Open at 11 am. 
Brunch at the omelet bar begins at noon. 
1829 W. Montrose Ave., www.chica-
goscotsbar.com

minibar The C.U.N.Tea Party. Featuring the 
CUNTea dance off, pillow fight, and pa-
jama party. Special guestS: DJ Harry Cross 
and JPEG (Men’s Room). Break out your 
union suits, long johns, and slutty trashy 
lingerie. 4 pm, 3341 N. Halsted St.
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The 10 best LGBT
movies of 2012
The triumphs for LGBT-themed movies in 2012 
echoed those of previous years and continued, 
by their very existence, to blur the distinc-
tions between queer audiences and straight 
ones. The critically acclaimed, festival and art-
house darling Keep the lights on (distributed 
by Chicago-based Music Box Films), already on 
a slew of top 10 lists, found itself a crossover 
hit—with straight audiences embracing the uni-
versal themes of the fractured gay couple at the 
core of the picture—just as audiences took to 
their hearts my favorite queer movie from 2011, 
Weekend; The Kids Are All Right from 2010; and 
2005’s Brokeback Mountain.

 Similarly, the black comedy Bernie, based on 
a true story, resonated with indie filmgoers as 
surely as 2011’s quirky Beginners did, with its 
real-life roots and Oscar-winning performance 
by Christopher Plummer. Bully—the heart-
wrenching documentary that put a spotlight on 
the dreadful, too-long silently sanctioned social 
behavior—appealed to both straight and gay 
audiences alike, which is no real surprise given 
its subject matter. So, too, have many of my pre-
vious top 10 documentary selections. This blur-
ring of the differences between gay and straight 
in the movies, this crumbling of the boundary 
lines is, to my way of thinking, a by-product 
(and a very nice one) of Them getting used to 
and even comfortable with Us. 
 Ironically, as the lines are melting, the queer 
undercurrent in a lot of mainstream releases 
hasn’t dimmed a whit. Although producers and 
marketers seem to have yet to figure out that 
gay men are as much a natural audience for 
chick flicks as straight women, they have figured 
out that we like looking at nearly naked hot men 
(and women) as much as they do—if not more. 
Hence, there’s a passel of homoerotic, high-pro-
file flicks. Everything from a spate of superhero 
pictures—The avengers; The Dark Knight Ris-
es; and the return of James Bond via the spec-
tacular physique of Daniel Craig in skyfall—to 
the prolonged sight of Zac Efron dancing around 
in his tighty-whities in out director Lee Daniels’ 
gothic drama The Paperboy. All gave us plenty 
of eye candy to savor at length. Each of these, 
as well as a movie about male strippers with 
some of Hollywood’s hottest hunks strutting 
their junk, were as eagerly coveted by the gay 
community as by their straight counterparts. 
 The epically scaled Cloud atlas placed a liter-
ary gay couple at the center of the movie and 
made them (via their love letters) as the linking 
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‘Miss M’ talks boys in heels, 
bullying and ‘bittersweet’ 
bathhouse days 
By CHRIs azzoPaRDI

More than 30 years have passed since Bette 
Midler made her screen debut as a rocker with a 
self-destructive drug habit. The film, 1979’s The 
Rose, turned the Hawaii native’s dreams, and her 
nights performing for half-naked gay men at a 
New York City bathhouse, into a legendary and 
undeniably influential career in music: The title 
song is one of her biggest hits—and in film.
 Later roles would include parts in Beaches, 
Hocus Pocus and The First Wives Club, all of 
which go down as gay cult classics. A star of 
the stage, screen and the recording studio, with 
numerous Grammys, Golden Globes and Emmys 
to her name—even the moniker “The Divine Miss 
M” doesn’t quite do her justice.
 But now that the curtain’s closed on her two-
year Las Vegas spectacle—The Showgirl Must Go 
On wrapped in 2010—she returns as a leading 
lady in her first major picture in more than a 
decade. In Parental Guidance, the 67-year-old 
plays a grandparent alongside Billy Crystal, who 
both try to navigate modern-day parenting co-
nundrums when they’re stuck watching their 
daughter’s three kids.
 In this chat with Midler, she talked about Pa-
rental Guidance—including the film’s stance on 
bullying—and the “bittersweet” beginning of 
her career.
 Chris azzopardi: you share some similari-
ties with your character, Diane Decker, in Pa-
rental Guidance. one thing I’d like to believe 
you don’t have in common with her, though, 
is when one of the kids dresses up as a girl. 
you would have let that boy wear those high 
heels, wouldn’t you?
 Bette Midler: I haven’t seen it. I wasn’t in that 
scene.
 Ca: The part where you and Billy Crystal 
won’t let the youngest boy go to school in 
those heels—that wasn’t you?
 BM: [Laughs] Oh, yes—that’s right.
 Ca: you would have let him wear those, 
right?
 BM: What are you trying to get at?
 Ca: That you’re a gay icon. I could see you 
being oK with him in heels.
 BM: I sort of try to avoid encouraging kids to 
be hustlers.
 Ca: The movie also takes a stand against 
bullying. It suggests standing up for yourself 
and fighting back. Is that what you would tell 
a kid? What would your advice be?
 BM: I would tell them to tell someone imme-
diately. Tell a grown-up. Tell an older person im-

mediately that this is happening. Say, “Please 
help me stop this.” You shouldn’t keep it a se-
cret. I would encourage a child not to keep it a 
secret and to get help as quick as they can, and 
if they don’t get help in one place, try to get 
help in another place.
 It’s completely unacceptable. It’s a big coun-
try and there are so many different kinds of peo-
ple in this country now—and everybody doesn’t 
raise their kids the right way, you know? Some-
times children who are a little bit different are 
not considered—and they have to be! Everybody 
has to be considered and treated fairly. It’s just 
unacceptable.
 Ca: Who came up with the singing bits in 
the film? you and Billy?
 BM: It was his idea. We had been singing to 
the kids to keep them entertained for a week or 
two. We had a big tornado scare and everyone 
was in the basement at one time, so we were 
entertaining the kids. It just sort of happened 
that we were singing these doo-wop novelty 
songs, and the kids seemed to like them. They 
had never heard any of this stuff before, so it 

just sort of fell into place and seemed like a fun 
addition to the movie.
 Ca: your career started in the ’70s when 
you performed with Barry manilow at the 
Continental Baths in manhattan, where you 
got your nickname “Bathhouse Bette.” Do 
you have any good stories or memories from 
those days?
 BM: To tell you the truth, it’s in the dim, dark 
recess of time. I remember I had a wonderful 
time. I remember I made a great mark. I remem-
ber that I had a lot of friends in the gay world. I 
mean, I remember friends more than I remember 
instances. Unfortunately, a lot of those people 
are gone, and I think about them often. They 
would’ve just been hitting their stride at this 
point. It’s very bittersweet.
 Ca: you mention having lots of gay friends 
then, but I’m sure there’s no shortage of them 
in your life now.
 BM: Of course I have a lot of gay friends. I’m 
in show business!
 Ca: Do you still keep in touch with anyone 
from those bathhouse days?
 BM: Actually, most of them have passed. I 
hear from a couple of people. My old assistant 
from those days is still in my life, and so is my 
costumer. We’re still in touch and I see a couple 
of the girls, The Harlots, from time to time. But 
honestly, it’s a big, big life and a big world, and 
people go off on their own and do what they do. 
Everyone tries to do the best they can.
 I will say that in the old days when all of this 
was all so underground, the excitement in the 
gay community now about gay marriage and 
coming above the ground, older people [must] 
think, “Wow, look how far the gay community 
has come by sticking together and toughing 
it out.” You know, gay marriage, being able to 
adopt children, being part of the mainstream as 
opposed to always being sub rosa—it must be 
so fascinating and such a strong validation.
 Ca: you’ve really seen the evolution of the 
gay-rights movement.
 BM: I certainly have.
 Ca: you were at the forefront of it when 
you got your start, so where do you think—
or where do you hope—the gay movement is 
headed?
 BM: I’m not gay so it’s kind of hard for me to 
answer that question. I watch and I’m fascinat-
ed and I’m interested. And I’m enthusiastic. I’m 
all those things. I try to help where I can. I just 
think it’s just fantastic for the gay community. 
Just fantastic. And I know they’re happy. I know 
there’s a lot of joy in the community. 
 I know there are a lot of people who are very, 
very excited about the change that all this ac-
ceptance has given them. I know it’s a real 
thrill. At the same time, there’s also the part 
that was exciting because there was nothing 
that they were allowed to do. There was all this 
stuff about doing things under the radar that 
was also exciting in a whole other way. So it’s 
interesting to watch. Very interesting to watch. 
And I’m happy for those who are happy. I really 
am.
 Ca: Where do you stand on the new wave of 
gay icons? Do you follow them?
 BM: No, I don’t. I have to say I don’t. I think 
that the gay community has always liked a cer-
tain type, and there are plenty of those around. 
But, no, I don’t follow it. I do my work; I keep 
my head down. I have my family, and I do—it’s 
all fascinating and it’s all wonderful, and it’s a 
big river of life and people get on on one bank 
and wind up in another place. There are new 
people all the time. 
 Paul Simon said it best when he said, “Every 
generation throws a hero up the pop charts.” So 
I’m used to the idea that people come and go, 
and it’s always fun to watch. It makes life glit-
tery and fun. And that’s what we’re looking for.
 Chris azzopardi is the editor of Q syndicate, 
the international lGBT wire service. Reach 
him via his website at www.chris-azzopardi.
com.
 Read the entire interview online at www.
WindyCitymediaGroup.com.
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Bette Midler:
The showgirl goes on

Bette midler. Photo by Kerry Hayes
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“No—I think of one diva!”—Patti LuPone’s re-
sponse to Seth Rudetsky’s question, “Do you 
think of the three divas? Bernadette, Betty and 
Patti?” She followed her answer with a hearty 
laugh, adding, “What the fuck did you expect me 
to say?” The video of this concert event, “Patti 
LuPone in Provincetown,” is not only one of my 
holiday gift suggestions but is available online 
at SethTV.com.
 While reviewing 2012, I was struck by how 
much actually changed in 12 months. Let’s take 
same-sex marriage. Do you realize that in the 
course of a few short weeks, Anderson Cooper 
took President Obama to task for not making 
his position clear, Obama came out in favor of 
gay marriage, then Anderson came out as gay 
and then his boyfriend was photographed kiss-
ing another man? That’s quite a journey—liter-
ally, since Cooper learned of the dalliance whilst 
on vacation with his beau, Kelly Ripa and Andy 
Cohen in Croatia, proving yet again that noth-
ing good happens around Kelly Ripa (or, for that 
matter, in Croatia).
 Earlier in the year, Matt Bomer thanked his 
“beautiful family: Simon, Kit, Walker, Henry.” 
Everyone wondered if he had actually come out. 
Presumably after seeing the positive response to 
his step, he made it very clear a few weeks later. 
He also appeared in a star-studded reading of 
Dustin Lance Black’s play, 8, about the gay-mar-
riage trial in California—a topic we’ll be discuss-
ing extensively in 2013, given the involvement 
of the Supreme Court.
 The changing attitudes are being reflected in 
several celebs who have admitted having same-
sex crushes. Most surprising was Blake Shelton, 
who copped to his lust for fellow The Voice 
judge, Adam Levine: “It blows me away people 
can pick up on that just by watching us on tele-
vision. I want to kiss him. I want to kiss him 
so bad. I don’t care if it’s mutual or not.” So 
what’s stopping you? Save it for a very special 
The Voice, maybe during May sweeps.
 Then there’s little Daniel Radcliffe, who admits 
to having a “talent crush” on Ryan Gosling: “I 
think he’s fantastic and ... ahem ... you know 
he’d be nice afterwards. He seems smart. If I was 
gay, I would go for a smart man.” If you’re look-
ing for brains, then look no further than Stephen 
Hawking. You get brains and a very healthy in-
heritance that could kick in at any minute. Until 
then, you get all the good parking spots!
 The British royal family is always in the news. 
The year started well with the Queen’s Jubilee. 
Only a few months later, Prince Harry was play-
ing nude billiards in Las Vegas. And then Prince 
William and Kate were snapped while nude sun-
bathing in France. Do I smell another annus hor-
ribilis? We don’t post photos in Odorama on Bil-
lyMasters.com, but you can certainly check out 
the royal jewels there.
 Apropos of absolutely nothing, one of my fa-
vorite stories was when Pope Benedict XVI vis-
ited Mexico. Well, it wasn’t so much his visit as 
the photos of him driving down the streets of 
Guadalajara in his Popemobile while wearing a 
sombrero! I envision a line of videos entitled 
“Popes Gone Wild.” Confess your sins, and he’ll 
throw you a set of rosary beads!
 And yet, the pope didn’t commit the biggest 
fashion faux pas of the year. That honor must 
go to Martina Navratilova, who was forced (per-
haps at gunpoint) to appear on Dancing with 
the Stars in red fringe pants, a bikini top and 
a fishnet poncho! Is it any wonder she was the 
first person voted off?
 Proving how much can change in the course of 
a year, Martina’s dancing partner on “DWTS” was 
Tony Dovalani, and they were the first couple 
voted off in March. When the show’s “All Star” 
edition débuted in the fall, Tony’s partner was 
Melissa Rycroft—and they WON! What a differ-
ence eight months and a new partner makes!
 Male celebrity nudes always play a big role 

in this column—the bigger the better, I always 
say. I was thrilled to bring you William Levy from 
“DWTS.” He may have been new to you, but I’ve 
known of Levy since his telenovela days. And if 
there’s one thing I know, it’s that Latin soap 
actors with enormous penises have no problem 
posing in see-through underwear. Gracias a Dios.
 This year, it was one of my esteemed proof-
readers who alerted me to Zach McGowan on 
Shameless. As you know, I am rarely impressed. 
But when Zach entered one scene showing off 
his excruciatingly beautiful body with his pon-
derous penis swinging at half-mast, I was dumb-
struck—in fact, it could have taken out an eye. 
And that’s what we pay Showtime for—dick! The 
trend continued with a surprisingly taut and 
tight Harry Hamlin seducing the youthful Cam-
eron Monaghan. As someone who can see 60 in 
the not-so-distant future, it gave me hope.

 It was also a year of goodbyes. Of all of them, 
the one that impacts me the most is the passing 
of Dick Clark. This column has kicked off each 
new year by reporting on Dick’s traditional tele-
cast. Even though last year he was down to five 
minutes of largely incomprehensible blather, I’ll 
miss him. In the words of Clark, “Kiuhbiy tuh 
murob newtod dofmj!”—which I believe roughly 
translates as, “Get off your knees, Ryan. You’ve 
got the job!” But please, don’t take any of this 
as a dis on someone who was really a television 
icon. It’s just playful fun. As Joan Rivers told 
David Letterman earlier this year, “You can’t get 
herpes from hate!” But you can get them from 
your co-host. Dick took that secret to the grave.
 Gossip-wise, I can’t let the year slip away 
without acknowledging the loss of Ted Casablan-
ca. Nope, he’s not dead. But he was canned from 
E! Online for reasons still murky and mysterious, 
but possibly involving him inadvertently imply-
ing that Jeremy Renner is gay ... something I’d 
never, ever do. We’ll miss you, Ted. And Jeremy 
... call us.
 When I’m propositioning a “straight” actor, it’s 
definitely time to end yet another column. And 
you can always get the straight story from www.
BillyMasters.com, the site that’s always fresh 
and frisky. Many of the stories I’ve mentioned 
were researched after receiving questions from 
my readers. So, feel free to e-mail me at Billy@
BillyMasters.com and I promise to get back to 
you before the pope schedules his next trip to 
New Orleans during Mardi Gras! So, until next 
year, remember, one man’s filth is another man’s 
Bible.
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device between the many centuries and char-
acters it covered while the endearing relation-
ship indies The Wise Kids and nate & margaret 
(both, I hasten to add with pride, from Chicago-
based out directors) mixed gay and straight pro-
tagonists without batting an eye. So, too, did 
the year’s sweetest teenage-angst picture—no, 
not The Hunger Games (though that, too, had 
plenty of homo undercurrents) but The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower.
 These movies—and several other genre pic-
tures (and to this list I would add, like a beam-
ing, proud parent, my own, scrooge & marley, a 
rare, gay-themed holiday movie)—continued to 
mirror straight culture as they gave queer audi-
ences movies made from our perspective, which 
was a refreshing change of pace.
 There were certainly other aspects of the LGBT 
experience prominent in the movies of 2012 
that canny audience members will discern in 
these choices. My list is in preferential order, as 
usual, but this year I’m also including runner-up 
films that fall into the same general category 
and that are also highly recommended viewing. 
For space reasons, I’m only doing notes on the 
first five entries. I’d like to point out—as al-
ways—that these “best of” lists are completely 
subjective. My list tends to shift around with re-
peat viewings and reconsiderations—as I’m sure 
yours do—but as I write this here’s my top 10 
LGBT movies for 2012:
 1. Queer history: How to survive a Plague—
New York Times journalist turned documentarian 
David France examines the impact that ACT-UP, 
in its fight to make strides in curing AIDS, had 
on the scientific, political and, inevitably, the 
culture at large in this searing, enthralling film 
that is a lot more than a dry history lesson of 
the group of militant queer activists who re-
fused to remain silent while their brethren lay 
dying all around them. Beautifully inspiring and 
obviously, also a great cautionary tale. 
 Runner-up: United in anger, a documentary 

history of ACT-UP.
 2. Teenage angst: The Perks of Being a Wall-
flower—Teenage angst was never so bittersweet 
and emotionally palpable as it is in Stephen 
Chbosky’s directorial debut. The film, based on 
Chbosky’s young adult best-selling novel, is a 
portrait of Charlie (Logan Lerman), a loner who 
hooks up with a gifted and stubbornly individual 
stepbrother and sister when he begins his soph-
omore year in high school. Emma Watson plays 
Sam, the gorgeous object of Charlie’s affections, 
while out actor Ezra Miller plays her outrageous 
gay brother, Patrick. It’s a bit twee at moments 
but also the best teenage flick since The Break-
fast Club. 
 Runner-up: Bully, Lee Hirsch’s painful and 
eye-opening documentary was a national sensa-
tion on the dark—really dark—side of the teen-
age experience.
 3. Artsy-fartsy: Cloud atlas—The Chicago-
based Wachowski siblings (Andy and Lana, who 
recently transitioned to female) co-directed this 
sprawling, hard-to-connect epic based on a sci-
fi best-seller that spans eons of time as well as 
numerous countries and cultures. The three-hour 
running time—featuring a star-filled cast (Tom 
Hanks, Halle Berry, et al) who each played sev-
eral parts and the movie’s “we’re all alike more 
than unalike,” let’s-give-peace-a-chance, Utopi-
an theme—whizzes by and leaves one thinking 
about it for days, which is a good thing. 
 Runner-up: Joshua Tree is a 1951 lyrical, fe-
ver dream of a movie shot in eye-catching black 
and white that ruminates on the impact of the 
moody and gorgeous James Dean at the begin-
ning of his movie career on those around him. 
Dean’s innate queerness is at the center of this 
fascinating movie that played the festival cir-
cuit but has yet to see a Chicago release.
 Check out my archived reviews of these and 
other movies at www.windycitytimes.com or 
www.knightatthemovies.com. Readers can 
leave feedback at the latter website.
 Read the entire article at www.WindyCity-
mediaGroup.com.
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By JeRRy nUnn

War Horse is galloping into town this holiday 
season. 
 If you haven’t heard, it’s a successful interna-
tional play based on the 1982 novel by Michael 
Morpurgo. The story revolves around a horse 
named Joey that lives with a family before fight-
ing in World War One. 
 The show became a hit thanks to the Hand-
spring Puppet Company who brought the horse 
to life winning several awards in the process. 
The production itself won five Tony Awards and 
will close on Broadway in January. Fortunately 
for Chicagoans, the show arrives here on its first 
national tour. 
 Jon Riddleberger heads up the puppet cast, 
playing Joey and Topthorn. He’s a New Jersey 
native who studied acting at New York Univer-
sity’s Tisch Experimental Theatre Wing. 
 We talked to the man behind the horse right 
before the show opened.
 Windy City Times: Hi, Jon. Where in the 

world are you?
 Jon Riddleberger: I’m in Des Moines, Iowa. 
 WCT: How is the tour going there?
 JR: We have had some great houses here. It’s a 
nice, small, peaceful city. It has been very relax-
ing. 
 WCT: Were you with the cast that did this in 
Toronto?
 JR: No, the Toronto cast is a whole separate 
cast. 
 WCT: How long have you been touring with 
the show?
 JR: We started at the end of March and then 
left at the end of May to go to Boise, Idaho, 
where we tech-ed and started previews. 
 WCT: What is your background?
 JR: I’m from New Jersey. I went to NYU [New 
York University] for college and to the Experi-
mental Theatre Wing. NYU has all different kinds 
of acting studios. The one I went to a very phys-
ical kind of training for actors and performers. 
While I was there I became interested in pup-
petry. I started working with some downtown 
puppetry companies in New York. Since then I 
have written, directed and made puppets. 
 For the last few years, I have just done acting 
roles without puppets. This show came along, 
and now I am here.
 WCT: When did you first love puppets?
 JR: I always have. I think Kermit the Frog and 
Cookie Monster have shaped who I am today! 
I think when I was in college I finally realized 
how puppets encapsulate the essence of theater. 
They are such a pure form of theater. I think 
it is really cool that War Horse exists. It has 
shown the world that puppets can be legitimate 
dramatic theatrical things. They can really carry 

weight in a production and tell a story. They can 
capture an audience’s emotions sometimes more 
than a human can. 
 WCT: This is nothing like avenue Q in style. 
Joey is played very realistically, from what I 
have seen.
 JR: It is interesting because puppetry across 
the board, even with Avenue Q, have all the 
same principles and ideas. It is about how 
you are performing them or emphasizing. With 
Handspring Puppet Company, who designed the 
puppets and directed the puppets in our pro-
duction, their main principle is about breath. I 
think that is what drives the puppets in this 
show. We are giving them literal breath. It jumps 
them from a cell to a living organism that has 
different rhythms and can surprise people. 
 WCT: Handspring started off with very heavy 
shows, very artsy, from what I have read. 
 JR: Their background is very esoteric puppet 
work. They started in South Africa, and were 
there during the apartheid. They have been 
through some history with their country and 
they sort of process that through puppetry. So 
a lot of their work before War Horse was pretty 
dark and socially charged. I think War Horse can 
be dark and socially charged as well, but it has 
a lighter edge to it because it is about storytell-
ing. 
 WCT: Is the plot similar to the movie ver-
sion?
 JR: Steven Spielberg saw the play and wanted 
to make a movie version of it. He went back to 
the source material, which was the book that 
was written by Michael Morpurgo. So the movie 
and the play are adapted from the book so they 
follow the same story but take different avenues 
in the adaptations. So, generally, yes but I think 
the movie has several different subplots. 
 WCT: you play two different characters?
 JR: Yes; I play Topthorn, who is the big black 
military horse who befriends Joey. I also play 
Joey, who is the main horse. 
 WCT: What kind of training did you go 
through for this production?
 JR: We started with two weeks of puppet re-
hearsal and horse research. We went to horse 
stables and we still watch YouTube clips on hors-
es. It is an ongoing process and we still discover 
things about these puppets. 
 WCT: There are three people who operate 
the horse. How does that work?
 JR: It is kind of gift because you are not 
up there alone. I have two other people who 

have my back. They are also two other people 
that think differently than me and have other 
instincts. They make random choices, which is 
actually very nice because it is an opportunity 
to do things differently than I would. 
 If I had a horse that was just my horse, then 
it would be a very different horse than what we 
have. My horse is with two other people with 
great insights and instincts. It is three of our 
jobs to negotiate that. We use our differences to 
create our horse. 
 WCT: Is it hot and sweaty inside the horse?
 JR: Yes, it is. I’m actually the head puppeteer 
so I am outside the horse. Jessica and Patrick 
are my heart and hind puppeteers. They are in-
side the cage of the horse. 
 WCT: so you are manipulating the head and 
the leader?
 JR: It looks like that, but I’m actually not. It’s 
funny because you watch the show and think 
the head puppeteer is making all the decisions 
but if Patrick and Jess don’t want to move then 
the horse is not moving! I don’t have a say as to 
when the horse moves and doesn’t unless they 
let me. The goal is that none of us are lead-
ing or following. We are all acting together. It’s 
interesting because I have less power than you 
would think. 
 WCT: I remember it being three men when I 
met the horse at a preview.
 JR: There are three casts so that could have 
been a different team. We just rotate through 
the horse. 
 WCT: Do you have plans after this tour?
 JR: I don’t know yet. I’m not sure what op-
portunities this unique show will open up for 
me. I have a theater company I work with back 
home in New York called Theater Reconstruction 
Ensemble. I’m excited to get back in the fray 
with them. 
 WCT: How long are you on tour?
 JR: Until June. We are excited to come to Chi-
cago. It will be great to be there for Christmas 
and New Years. 
 WCT: The horse can have a toast and get 
drunk.
 JR: [Laughs] Exactly!
 Fight your way to tickets at www.broadway-
inchicago.com. War Horse runs now through 
Jan. 5 at the Cadillac Palace Theatre, 151 W. 
Randolph st. 
 Follow Jon’s trail at www.jonriddleberger.
com.
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NUNN ON ONE: THEATER

Neigh sayer: Jon Riddleberger
commands ‘War Horse’
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DIVORCE – LEGAL EQUALITY FOR EVERYONE   

When the Civil Union Act was signed into law by Governor Quinn, everyone was rejoicing at the granting of 
all the legal benefits to same-sex couples. For Beth and her ex-lover Janet, however, the joy of the new civil 
union law was not that they could enter into a legally binding relationship in Illinois – the joy was that they 
could finally end the legal relationship they created in Vermont in 2000. 
  In 2000, LGBT couples from all states could travel to Vermont, apply to Vermont town clerks for a civil 
union license and then receive a civil union certificate. Vermont intended that the legal status granted to 
LGBT couples was to be parallel to civil marriage. But it only worked while in Vermont.
  Relationships change and it changed for Beth and Janet, who now live apart. In 2006 they split. Now 
ready to move into new unions and marriages, they discovered they could not terminate their Vermont civil 
union in Illinois. Illinois did not allow them to “divorce” under Illinois law. The only way for Janet and 
Beth to terminate their Vermont civil union was for one of them to move to Vermont and meet the residency 
requirement of living there for one year. They couldn’t afford to move back nor did they want to. So they 
stayed together legally.
  People change and grow, people can create ugly disasters and people make mistakes – what seemed like 
a good idea at one point in someone’s life may not be the same great idea years later. The new civil union 
law in Illinois provides a legal fix for the mistakes. It allows judges to grant legal dissolution of unions and 
make declarations of invalidity of a civil union, and decree that a marriage between persons of the same sex, 
a civil union, or a substantially similar relationship (other than a common law marriage), legally entered into 
in another jurisdiction, can be dissolved here in Illinois. 
  Now Janet and Beth – as well as all the other LGBT couples who have marriage licensees from other 
states and countries – can have the benefit of Illinois’ law and courts to terminate their legal ties – to unwind 
the mistakes and fix the bad ideas. This gives a real sense of equality to LGBT couples so they know they 
won’t end up in legal limbo if their relationship changes. 

Jon Riddleberger. Publicity photo
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Gala Co-Chairs
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HILTON CHICAGO
720 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO
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