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BET PRESENTS 

JACKIE TAYLOR’S

THE HOLIDAY CLASSIC RETURNS —NOW IN ITS 36TH YEAR!
NOVEMBER 23 - JANUARY 13  Everyone is welcome in the Kingdom of Other so order your tickets Today!   
Reserve tickets by phone at 773.769.4451, through Ticketmaster, or online at blackensemble.org
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By CHuCk ColBerT
 
In a move affirming of gays on campus, offi-
cials at University of Notre Dame said last week 
they would recognize an organization for LGBTQ 
students—a first for the school.
  News of the decision came Dec. 5 in a press 
release, and comes after a five-month adminis-
trative review process and after a decades-long 
push for a self-governing student club or GSA 
(gay-straight alliance). 
 More than a dozen times and over the same 
number of years and more, Notre Dame has re-
fused to create a university-recognized student 
group for gays. Against that historical backdrop, 
the decision on the South Bend, Ind., campus is 
considered a breakthrough, especially given the 
iconic school’s Catholic character and identity.
  In announcing the change, Notre Dame also 
said it would expand support and services for 
LGBTQ students, initiating a new advisory com-
mittee composed of undergraduate and graduate 
students, faculty and staff to provide guidance 
to the vice president for student affairs on ques-
tions, concerns and needs of LGBTQ identified 
students.
 And Notre Dame will hire a student develop-
ment professional, a full-time staff member who 
will oversee the new student organization and 
programmatic activities.
 In all, the response on campus and beyond has 
been positive, if not enthusiastically so, even as 
some alumni voiced skepticism and guarded op-
timism.
  Current students involved in the efforts could 
not be happier or more enthusiastic.
 “It’s a pretty significant change, given Notre 
Dame’s reputation as the face of a Catholic uni-
versity,” said openly gay senior Karl Alexander 
Abad of Fullerton, Calif., during a telephone in-
terview.
 “I foresee a lot more student involvement here 
with the change,” he said. 
  Another student leader who participated in 
conversations with student affairs and school 
administrators was straight ally, junior Alex Coc-
cia of Columbus, Ohio.
 Coccia was key player in the 4 to 5 movement, 
the largest coalition for LGBT rights at Notre 
Dame in history, which, last year, brought to-
gether students, faculty, staff and alumni in a 
unified way to tell the administration that they 
were not doing nearly enough to serve LGBT 
people in the university community. In fact, so-
cial media, like Facebook, raised the profile of 
the 4 to 5 movement well beyond South Bend.
 “I am very excited about it,” he said, referring 
to approval of an officially recognized student 
organization. “It has a lot of potential and stu-
dents are excited. Ultimately, having that pas-

sion and effort are going to make it successful.”
 A name for the organization has not yet been 
selected.
  The student group is not a club and not a 
political advocacy association. Rather, it is an 
organization open to all students who will elect 
officers. 
 Designation as an organization holds some 
significance insofar as the student group will 
have an advisor appointed by the office of stu-
dent affairs. Clubs chose their own advisors. 
  Another difference is that student organiza-
tions must seek approval from student affairs 
to change their constitutions. Clubs can change 
their constitutions whenever they wish as long 
as they follow rules in the governing document 
to do so.
 During a telephone interview, Coccia said des-
ignation of the new group as an organization, 
on the same par as the student government, 
student union and the yearbook, for examples, 
raises its visibility and status on campus even 
as it gives administrators tighter oversight and 
control.
  While Notre Dame has hundreds of clubs, its 
number of designated organizations is much 
smaller.
  “That’s good for questioning students, he said, 
“because it will be easier for them to find the 
organization,” which will also be permanent. 
 “It’s also good for prospective students be-
cause Notre Dame has been on GLBTQ unfriendly 
lists before,” said Coccia. “They may want to 
come to Notre Dame now that the university has 
a commitment to them.”
 Still, Notre Dame lags behind other Catholic 
colleges and universities as any number of them 

offer legal protections on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity, and/or allow 
self-governing LGBT student groups, including 
Boston College, Georgetown University, DePaul 
University, and Santa Clara University, among 
others.
 Georgetown and DePaul also have LGBTQ re-
source centers. A little more than a year ago, 
Georgetown’s center received a $1 million gift 
to fund an LGBTQ life initiative.
 With a new approach on LGBTQ issues, one 
characterized by more openness, inclusion, 
trust and collaboration, Notre Dame outlined its 
thinking in a six-page document entitled “Be-
loved Friends and Allies: A Pastoral Plan for the 
Support and Holistic Development of GLBTQ and 
Heterosexual Students at the University of Notre 
Dame.”
 The pastoral plan relies on Catholic Church 
doctrine and teaching on human sexuality and 
marriage. The pastoral framework cites the cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, writings from the 
US Catholic Conference of Bishops, and natural 
law theory. Accordingly, Notre Dame’s plan re-
peatedly holds out chastity as a theological vir-
tue, along with the cardinal virtue of justice, as 
guiding principles, along with “respect, compas-
sion, and sensitivity” for all.
 While calling students to chastity, the plan, 
citing the catechism, specifically reminds gays 
that “homosexual persons are called to chastity” 
and to “friendship” and should cultivate “the 
virtues of self-mastery that teach them inner 
freedom.”
 Ultimately, chastity has different meanings for 
straights and gays. The church holds out sexual 
intimacy in opposite-sex marriage and family 
life for non-gays. But chastity for gays requires 
mandatory life-long celibacy. Same-sex marriage 
is not a sacramental option, according to church 
teaching.
 Historically, in considering anything LGBTQ, 
Notre Dame has a longstanding practice of hold-
ing out church teaching by repeatedly singling 
out gays for chaste living, which seems to imply 
that, for whatever reason, gays are somehow 
more prone to non-chaste behavior than non-
gays.
 Below the surface seems to lay an offensively 
stereotypical operative equation—gay equals 
sexual activity. In other words, being gay is all 
about sex.
  Therein lies a rub for students and alumni who 
voiced skepticism and criticism.
 As Notre Dame senior Michael O’Brien of 
Strongsville, Ohio, (suburban Cleveland) ex-
plained, “In terms of the call to chastity, I have 
frequently been upset by the double standard 
Notre Dame had used to justify exclusion of the 
GLBTQ community,” he said in email correspon-
dence through Facebook. 
 “The GSA [gay/straight alliance] supposedly 
would lead too many LGBTQ students to hook 
up, but speed dating, dorm dances, and Hip Hop 
Night apparently never cause straight students 
to act immorally. 
  “There was also always concern that a GSA 

would need to be heavily regulated to make sure 
it was in line with Church teaching. However, 
this standard is rarely ever applied to other cam-
pus organizations. 
 “The administration never criticizes the Right 
to Life Club for not campaigning for the aboli-
tion of the death penalty. College Democrats and 
College Republicans frequently promote candi-
dates with un-Catholic stances on issues. 
 “Why would a GSA be held to a higher stan-
dard? 
 “I see this disparate treatment as a tacit dis-
trust of the university in the LGBTQ community 
that somehow they are more prone to sin than 
the rest of the student body.”
  Added a 2011 Notre Dame alumna Grace 
Loppnow on Facebook, “Obviously … we’re sup-
posed to be chaste, and when other student 
clubs are proposed, chastity isn’t an issue that 
is explicitly addressed. Do you think the Scrab-
ble Club’s application had a response that said, 
‘We’re all called to live chaste lives?’ I doubt it.”
 Still, Abad said school administrators’ harping 
on chastity was “there to protect us from exter-
nal forces that would have a detrimental effect 
on the student body.” 
 “I feel it was necessary,” he said, referring to 
Notre Dame’s incessant chastity appeal.
 Abad may be onto something. Earlier this year, 
a conservative Notre Dame alumnus watchdog 
group, the Sycamore Trust, voiced reservations 
about the possibility of an officially authorized 
gay student group. 
 “University recognition and support of a ho-
mosexual club would be deeply objectionable 
for even more fundamental reasons,” they wrote 
on their Web site. “It would give grave scandal 
damaging to the Church, to the University, to 
students, and to other Catholic institutions and 
would establish a potential source of serious 
mischief within the school.”
  Notre Dame’s call-to-chastity strategy is ap-
parently working. The Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Catholic diocese issued a statement in support 
of the school’s decision. 
 Said Bishop Kevin Rhoades, “The University of 
Notre Dame clearly affirms its fidelity to Catholic 
Church teaching on human sexuality by affirm-
ing that sexuality is ordered to the conjugal love 
of man and woman” and that “the deliberate 
use of the sexual faculty, for whatever reason, 
outside of marriage is essentially contrary to its 
purpose.”
 Meanwhile, current leadership from the Gay 
& Lesbian Alumni of Notre Dame and St. Mary’s 
College (GALA-ND/SMC) voiced its praise and 
appreciation. “Father [John I.] Jenkins [the 
schools’ president] and the Notre Dame admin-
istration took the right step this week in rec-
ognizing the needs of the GBLT students in the 
Notre Dame community,” said Jack Bergen, a 
1977 graduate, who serves as GALA’s vice presi-
dent for programs. 
 “We should all be proud of the work that the 
students, faculty and staff courageously under-
took to make this happen. I feel confident that 
a logical next step in this process will be to of-
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ficially recognize GLBT alumni members of the 
community as well,” he added in an email cor-
respondence.
  “Even now, GLBT alums are working with lo-
cal alumni clubs to forge this alliance, so it is 
only a matter of time that this occurs across the 
broader alumni organization,” said Bergen.
 A former chair of GALA was more skeptical. 
“I’m cautiously optimistic that this is at least 
a step in the right direction,” said Liam Dacey, 
who also expressed hope GALA could make in-
roads within the larger Notre Dame community.
 “It will also be important for GALA to find a 
way to have a say in all this,” he said in email. 
“We have to find a way to have a voice.”
 Jerry Seaman, a 1964 gay alumnus of Evan-
ston, Ill., offered an assessment. “I think the 
acknowledgement by the university is great,” 
he said through Facebook messaging. “However, 
I’m suspicious about the university’s ‘control’ 
over how LGBT issues are ‘discussed.’ This ‘call to 
chastity’ language seems to be pretty strong.”
 GALA–ND/SMC is an independent nonprofit or-
ganization that is not affiliated with the Notre 
Dame Alumni Association.
 Beyond the Notre Dame campus, reaction from 
leadership in LGBT Catholic advocacy organiza-
tions and of those who minister with gays and 
lesbians was upbeat.
 Marianne Duddy-Burke, executive director of 
the advocacy organization Dignity/USA, voiced 
praise for Notre Dame’s change of heart. 
 “They are doing what can be done at the mo-
ment,” she said during a phone conversation, 
adding, “For a college of Notre Dame’s stature to 
produce a more inclusive environment for LGBT 
students at a time when [school officials] are 
being pressured to preserve the Vatican’s ideal 
of Catholic identity is encouraging.”
  The executive director of New Ways Ministry 
said he, too, was pleased with Notre Dame’s pas-
toral approach. “I think that this decision is a 
victory for the courageous, informed, and persis-
tent approach that students took on this issue,” 
said Francis DeBernardo of the Mount Rainier, 

Md.-based gay positive organization. 
  “Supported by the faculty, the students, in 
fact, educated the administration about the ap-
plication of Catholic social teaching, and, in the 
end, their arguments and their witness won the 
day. That is the best thing about this decision,” 
he said.
  DeBernardo also said not to worry about the 
school’s continuous appeal to chastity for all 
and mandatory celibacy for gays.
 “I like how Notre Dame approached this issue 
through the lens of pastoral care,” he said.
 “Pastoral care is about helping people develop 
their relationships with God and developing 
their consciences. The pastoral care people on 
campus and administrators should keep that up-
permost in their minds when they are develop-
ing any programs for LGBTQ students on cam-
pus,” explained DeBernardo. 
 “Just because celibacy has been accepted by 
the Magisterium, it does not mean that faithful 
Catholics are going to live it out. Simply repeat-
ing the teaching in documents does not mean 
that it will be followed when people’s lives, ex-
periences, prayers, and consciences are telling 
them something else,” he added.
 Besides, the concerns of many LGBTQ Catholic 
youth, said DeBernardo and Duddy-Burke, are 
not at all about having sex. Rather, they concern 
coming out, family issues, religious identity is-
sues, spirituality (Can I be gay and Catholic?), 
and dealing with harsh messages from religious 
institutions, particularly Catholicism.
 Others matters that pop up, DeBernardo add-
ed, are questions such as “Does God hate me? 
Am I valued in this campus community? I’m 
being bullied: How do I respond? I’m afraid to 
make friends because they may reject me when 
they find out I’m gay. How can I develop a social 
life?”
 A 1978 Notre Dame alumnus, Chuck Colbert 
is a co-founder of GAlA-ND/SMC and a former 
co-chair of the organization. 
 ©Copyright. Chuck Colbert. All rights re-
served.

Couple engaged at White house gets married
 Scout, a transgender man who goes by one name, and Liz Margolies eloped this past weekend, 
according to Advocate.com.
 Scout proposed to Margolies in June at the White House during the annual LGBT Pride Month 
celebration. The proposal, caught on video, went viral; it has garnered almost 75,000 views on 
YouTube.
 The couple invited three guests, including MSNBC anchor Melissa Harris-Perry and Tyler Clem-
enti’s gay older brother, James. The Huffington Post reported that the ceremony took place in a 
converted fur vault in New York City’s Chelsea neighborhood.
 From left: Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Scout, James Clementi (from the Tyler Clementi Founda-
tion), Liz Margolies, Melissa Harris-Perry, Jordan Rubenstein and Rej Joo (rep from Trans People 
of Color Coaliton). Photo from Scout
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By lISA keeN
keeN NeWS SerVICe
 
In a surprise development, the U.S. Supreme 
Court announced Dec. 7 that it will review both 
the Prop 8 case concerning a statewide ban on 
same-sex marriage and a Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) case concerning a ban on federal recog-
nition of same-sex marriages.
 Many observers had predicted the court would 
hear a case involving DOMA, but many more ex-
pected the court to pass on reviewing a lower 
court decision concerning Prop 8, the California 
ban on same-sex marriage. Ted Olson and David 
Boies, the high-profile attorneys who had suc-
cessfully challenged Prop 8 in the courts below 
had urged the Supreme Court to deny review of 
the Ninth Circuit ruling. That ruling, they noted, 
did “not conflict with any decision of [the Su-
preme] Court or any other court of appeals.” 
 However, refusing to hear the Yes on 8 attor-
neys’ appeal of the lower court decision would 
have meant same-sex couples could start ob-
taining marriage licenses within days, dramati-
cally increasing the population of states allow-
ing same-sex marriage.
 And while many expected the court to take 
one or more cases concerning DOMA, the big 
question was which case or cases it would re-
view.
 The court has chosen to review a Second Cir-
cuit case, Windsor v. U.S., in which the surviving 
spouse is challenging the federal government’s 
refusal to recognize her marriage when it comes 
to estate taxes on her deceased spouse’s estate.
 In both cases, the Supreme Court has present-
ed attorneys on both sides with a question on a 
procedural issue of standing in addition to the 
original question on merits.
 In the Prop 8 case, Hollingsworth v. Perry, the 
court asks that attorneys argue whether the 
Yes on 8 supporters of the initiative have le-
gal standing to appeal the lower court’s deci-
sions given that the state of California chose 
not to press an appeal. That means it may be 
possible the court will let the lower court deci-
sion stand by simply ruling that Yes on 8 did not 
have legal standing to file its appeal. The result 
would mean the same-sex couples would be able 
to marry—but the resolution would be delayed 
until June and be politically less consequential.
 The Olson-Boies legal team raised the stand-
ing issue after Yes on 8 filed its first appeal to 
a Ninth Circuit panel. Asked whether the court 
might use the standing issue as a way out of rul-
ing on the merits, Olson said he thinks the court 
will “probably get to the merits” of the case but 
said that, if it doesn’t, then the 134-page U.S. 
district court decision declaring Prop 8 a viola-

tion of equal protection would be the prevailing 
decision in California.
 “Everyone is anxious to get to the merits,” 
said Boies, but he acknowledged his legal team 
has argued that Yes on 8 does not having stand-
ing to make their appeal. But ruling that Yes on 
8 does not have standing would still allow the 
citizens of California to enjoy marriage equality, 
said Boies.
 In the DOMA case, the Supreme Court asks at-
torneys on both sides to argue the Obama ad-
ministration’s agreement with courts below that 
DOMA is unconstitutional “deprives” the Su-
preme Court of jurisdiction to decide the case. It 
also asks whether the Bipartisan Legal Advisory 
Group (BLAG) has standing to appeal the lower 
court decisions to the Supreme Court.
 Ted Olson told reporters on a telephone con-
ference call Friday afternoon that he is “very 
confident” that the outcome of the case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court “will be to support the 
rights of our gay and lesbian brothers and sis-
ters.”
 “We could not be more gratified that this is 
the case” on which the Supreme Court may de-
cide “the most important civil rights issue of our 
time,” said Olson.
 David Boies was more guarded, saying he was 
“encouraged and excited about the prospect 
that we will finally get a decision on the merits.” 
 Asked whether the Obama administration 
might weigh in on the Prop 8 case at the high 
court, Olson said “we would certainly hope they 
would participate…and would support our posi-
tion….”
 The Obama administration has weighed in on 
the DOMA cases, arguing in court that it be-
lieves the core section of the law to be uncon-
stitutional.
 Arguments in both cases are likely to be 
scheduled for the second half of March.
 The high court did not indicate Friday whether 
it would hear an appeal from Arizona, seeking 
to preserve a state law that bars gay state em-
ployees from receiving health benefits for their 
domestic partners the same as straight state 
employees are able to obtain for their spouses. 
Some indication of that, as well as denying re-
view on several other DOMA cases, could be is-
sued on the Dec. 10 routine-orders list.
 One of the Prop 8 plaintiffs, Kris Perry, said 
“we have learned how to be patient” and that, 
while she would like to be getting married next 
week, she is hopeful that, by hearing the Prop 
8 case, the court might rule in a way that will 
make same-sex marriage possible for many oth-
ers.
 ©2012 keen News Service. All rights re-
served.  
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By kATe SoSIN

Advocates in Aurora are growing concerned 
that a committee charged with creating a 
transgender student policy for Dist. 131 will 
be disbanded.
 East Aurora School Dist. 131 has been deal-
ing with the fallout over transgender protec-
tions since October when it passed a new 
transgender policy and then quickly repealed 
it amid protest from anti-LGBT groups. 
 Now, some worry that the school board is 
poised to disband a committee formed to re-
write those protections, after officials post-
poned the committee’s next meeting.
 The controversy started this fall when the 
Dist. 131 voted to adopt protections for 
transgender students. The Illinois Family In-
stitute (IFI), an Illinois-based anti-gay or-
ganization, vociferously opposed the policy 
on its website. The board voted to repeal the 
policy just days later.
 Intending to craft new protections for trans 
students, the district formed a committee of 
more than 20. But a recent meeting left some 
members worried for their safety.
 “It was the weirdest experience I have ever 
been through,” said Joanie Rae Wimmer, an 
equal rights attorney who sits on the com-
mittee. “I was a little scared after everything 
that happened.”
 Committee members had expected that op-
ponents of the transgender policy would flood 
its Nov. 29 meeting. 
 More than 100 people attended the meet-
ing, according to a Beacon-News report. 
 However, the level of intensity left some 
feeling scared. Several spoke out against the 
transgender policy, taking up the bulk of the 
90-minute scheduled meeting.
 Wimmer said that throughout, the meet-
ing, a man stood directly behind her. At some 
point late in the meeting, he accused Wim-
mer of trying to put her “lifestyle” onto Au-
rora children, she said. 
 At the conclusion of the meeting, com-
mittee chair and school board member Anita 
Lewis, announced that the committee’s Dec. 
13 had been postponed. The Beacon-News re-
ported that Lewis said committee members 
were worried about their safety. 
 Lewis could not be reached for comment. 
District spokesperson Clayton Muhammad did 
not respond to requests to comment. 
 Crystal Ann Gray of U.S. Transgender Advo-
cacy is one committee member who had con-
cerns. Gray reported that she was greeted at 
the door to the meeting by people in camou-
flage with badges that read “chaplain.” Gray 
said she was kicked in the leg on the way into 
the meeting. 
 “Safety was definitely an issue,” said Gray.
 Sarah Schriber of the Illinois Safe Schools 
Alliance described the meeting as “shocking.”
 “I didn’t feel unsafe in the room,” said 
Schriber. “But I can very well imagine that 
others did.” 
 IFI recounted a different version of events 
on its website. 
 In a post on the IFI website, Laurie Hig-
gins, cultural analyst for IFI, noted that the 
committee was not elected and included peo-
ple from outside the community.
 “Over 20 people, including a high school 
student, voiced their opposition to any policy 
that would permit boys and girls to use the 
restrooms and locker rooms designated for 
those of the opposite sex,” Higgins wrote. 
“And they expressed their views with unapol-
ogetic, unself-conscious, bold, and impas-
sioned conviction, often with the help of a 
translator.” 

 But while members of the committee ex-
pressed concerns about safety, they want the 
meetings to continue.
 Wimmer said she believes that the post-
ponement of the meetings signals that the 
school is again caving to the demands of IFI, 
largely seen as instrumental in overturning 
the first policy.
 While advocates had expected to hear from 
opponents Nov. 29, they also expected Dec. 
14 to hear the side of supporters. 
 Still, committee members interviewed said 
they had not received official word that the 
committee had been suspended yet. 

poll: illinois favors 
marriage equality
By kATe SoSIN

A new poll suggests that a majority of Illi-
noisans support same-sex marriage. 
  Public Policy Polling (PPP) has released a 
poll that suggests that Illinois voters favor 
same-sex marriage 47 percent to 42 percent, 
and that support increases among younger 
voters and voters of color. 
 Fifty-eight percent of voters under age 45 
support marriage equality, compared with 37 
percent who oppose it, the poll found. Black 
voters supported same-sex marriage 60 per-
cent to 16 percent, PPP said. Latinos support-
ed Illinois marriage equality at 70 percent to 
23 percent. The majority of white voters did 
not support same-sex marriage in Illinois 
with 40 percent supporting and 51 percent 
opposing. 
 Those numbers could be good news for 
LGBT advocates, as many believe Illinois is on 
the cusp of achieving marriage equality. Two 
lawsuits filed in Cook County seek to overturn 
the ban on same-sex marriage in Illinois, and 
pro-gay lawmakers have stated that a vote on 
a marriage equality bill could be just around 
the corner. 
 Rick Garcia, who has been instrumental in 
the passage of pro-LGBT policy in Illinois, 
predicted that marriage equality in the state 
would come “sooner rather than later.”
 “The advocacy and education work we have 
been doing in all communities across the 
state continues to pay off,” Garcia said in a 
statement released by The Civil Rights Agenda 
(TCRA). 
 Anthony Martinez, executive director of 
TCRA, also noted the strong support for same-
sex marriage among voters of color. 
 “That result shows that the stereotype that 
people of color do not support the rights of 
gay and lesbian people is false, and we con-
tinue to see that as we work within those 
communities,” he said in a statement. 
 Media reports suggest that PPP is generally 
believed to be a Democratic-leaning source. 

‘Glaad for the 
holidays’ dec. 12
 The Chicago branch of the Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) will 
host a holiday party Wed., Dec. 12, 5:30-8 
p.m., at Downtown Bar, 440 N. State St.
 A suggested donation of $10 includes a 
complimentary cocktail. See “Chicago ‘GLAAD 
for the Holidays’ Party” on Facebook.

Future is uncertain for
aurora school trans group
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By kATe SoSIN

The Broadway Youth Center (BYC) is exiting its 
current home and temporarily relocating to an 
LGBT-affirming church in Lakeview.
 Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) has an-
nounced that BYC will vacate its office at 3179 
N. Broadway Dec. 12. It will resume services 
at Broadway United Methodist Church (BUMC), 
3338 N. Broadway, Dec. 17.
 Talk of a BYC move had been circulating for 
years, in part because its current offices are not 
wheelchair accessible. News of a new home for 
BYC had been anticipated. However, HBHC an-
nounced Dec. 4 that BYC will temporarily relo-
cate and reopen with reduced hours. 
 Alonzo Brown, spokesperson for HBHC, said 
that BYC had simply outgrown the space and 
needed a larger office. HBHC is working to se-
cure a permanent home for BYC, the details of 
which have yet to be announced.
 “We have some options,” Brown said. “We plan 
to be in a permanent location May 1.”
 According to an HBHC statement, BYC will op-
erate on a revised schedule of services Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

 BYC is currently open Monday-Friday 1-8 p.m., 
according to its website. Under the revised 
scheduled, most services will be offered from 
noon until approximately 5-6 p.m.
 Services will be offered out of both BUMC and 
HBHC’s Lakeview offices, located at the corner of 
Sheridan Road and Broadway. 
 BUMC is accustomed to offering LGBTQ youth 
services. It currently hosts the Youth Lounge, a 
biweekly program that primarily services LGBTQ 
street-based youth. BUMC also scrambled to pro-
vide youth with services over the summer when 
The Crib, The Night Ministry’s LGBT-friendly shel-
ter, closed temporarily. 
 Additionally, BUMC hosts Sunday the worship 
services of LGBT Catholic group Dignity Chicago. 
 Lara Brooks, director of BYC, said in a state-
ment that the collaboration with BYC will allow 
the organization to continue with as few disrup-
tions as possible.
 “The Broadway Youth Center is committed to 
providing LGBT youth and youth experiencing 
housing instability with access to quality health 
and supportive services during this transitional 
time,” said Brooks in the HBHC statement.

art Smith, husband
to chair Ei gala
 Equality Illinois announced that gay married 
couple chef Art Smith and artist Jesus Salgueiro 
are the co-chairs of the organization’s 2013 
“Justice for All” gala.
 Smith, an award-winning chef and TV star, 
has cooked for everyone from Oprah Winfrey and 
Lady Gaga to President Obama; authored cook-
books; and, with Salgueiro, launched Common 
Threads, a charity that teaches kids from low-
income families how to prepare healthy and deli-
cious food.
 The 2013 Justice for All Equality Illinois Gala 
is Saturday, Feb. 9, in the Hilton Chicago, 720 
S. Michigan Ave. In addition to fine dining, the 
gala will feature many public officials, the an-
nual silent auction and dancing till midnight.

Steve Starr event
taking place dec. 12
 An event that photographer Steve Starr was 
organizing to mark 45 years in the business will 
now be a tribute to Starr, who recently passed 
away.
 On Wed., Dec. 12, “The Face of News”—show-
casing Starr’s photos of journalists, broadcast-
ers, reporters, columnists and publishers—will 
take place at the Murphy Auditorium, 50 E. Erie 
St., 6-9:30 p.m.
 Starr, a fixture on Chicago’s social scene and a 
man who celebrated old Hollywood, passed away 
Nov. 12 after collapsing outside the Drake Hotel, 
according to the Chicago Sun-Times.
 Tickets start at $100 each for the event, and 
people can also make donations; see stevestarr.
eventbrite.com.

BYC temporarily
relocating to church

paSSaGES
Melvin koschnitzki
 Melvin “Mel” Earl Koschnitzki—a retired 
cosmologist/hairstylist and veteran of the 
U.S. Navy and Reserves—passed away un-
expectedly at home Dec. 4. He was 72.
 Born June 19, 1940, in Chicago, Kos-
chnitzki attended high school in Oak Lawn 
and went on to own Golden Touch Hair Sa-
lon.
  He was the beloved partner of 26 years 
to Thomas A. Firestone, brother-in-law of 
Jeanne Koschnitzki and uncle of many. 
 Koschnitzki was preceded in death by 
partner of 13 years, James Mueller; par-
ents Henry John and Florence Julia (Tanke) 
Koschnitzki; brothers Richard K. and John 
H. (Harriet); and nephews Jeffrey and 
John Koschnitzki.
  There was a private inurnment at Rose-
hill Cemetery.
  In lieu of flowers, please make a dona-
tion to a charity of your choice in Kos-
chnitzki’s name.
 Arrangements were by Cremation Society 
of Illinois (773-281-5058 or www.crema-
tion-society.com).

Melvin koschnitzki.

Shore reinstalled as MWrd commissioner
 Debra Shore was reinstalled as a Metropolitan Water Reclamation District commissioner Dec. 4 at 
the district’s office at 100 E. Erie St. Illinois Supreme Court Justice Mary Jane Theis swore Shore in, 
while Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle introduced her during the ceremony. Kari K. Steele 
and Patrick Daley Thompson were also installed. Photos (including the one above of Shore, right, and 
Preckwinkle) by Hal Baim; more pics at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

Broadway
youth Center.
Photo by 
kate Sosin
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By MelISSA WASSerMAN

After 10 years of welcoming women and their 
various artistic performances to the stage, POW-
WOW Inc. ends its weekly POW-WOW Tuesday 
program at Jeffery Pub, 7041 S. Jeffery Blvd., 
Dec. 18. 
 POW-WOW, Inc.—an acronym for Performers or 
Writers- Women on Women’s Issues—began in 
February 2003, backed by C.C. Carter’s intention 
to create a safe space for lesbians, especially 
those of color, to do politicized work. The rare 
space serving as a cultural event—as opposed 
to a party—grew tremendously to include more 
groups.
 “What we would say is, ‘Check your privilege 
at the door’ and ‘Anybody is welcome to the mic 
as long as your politics are correct,” said Carter, 
executive director and founder. “That allowed us 
to open up to white women, to Black women of 
different class status, to men, to anyone who 

was looking for a cultural event and be able to 
have this realness of where you could just speak 
your mind and nobody judged you and the audi-
ence was trained already to receive your mes-
sage.”
 Each Tuesday night features all types of verbal 
art, including poetry, singing, sign language and 
dance. 
 Through the years, Carter describes her favor-
ite parts of the Tuesday-night experience as see-
ing people who never think about getting on the 
mic and then perform for the first time as well 
as those who have gone on and made a name for 
themselves in the entertainment industry, but 
still return because they feel POW-WOW is their 
family. 
 Poet Niki Goss has been reading her work on 
the POW-WOW Tuesday stage for a year and has 
been an audience member for four years. She 
has described her poems as always having slight 
humor and sometimes having an uplifting and 

enlightening quality. 
 “I always go to POW-WOW and it differs from 
other sets just for the fact that I know I’m home 
there as a member of the LGBT community,” said 
Goss, who goes by Nike Gee on stage. “However 
you’re feeling, you can explore your feelings 
there and nobody’s judging you. I can go there, 
let my hair down and say anything. I can always 
be a full all-around artist at POW-WOW because 
they accept everything I do and say.” 
 The humorous poem she performed at the Dec. 
4 event among a lineup of eight other poets, 
titled “Straight Girls,” showed her explaining 
how she developed from her past 21-year-old 
mindset and her experiences as a lesbian in bars 
attempting to flip straight girls. POW-WOW, she 
said, is the only poetry set she would perform 
the piece as it would receive a different re-
sponse anywhere else. 
 M. Shelly Conner is another POW-WOW partici-
pant who attended the Dec. 4 event. Although 
she mostly stays in the audience when she at-
tends, she says the event’s energy is helpful in 
her creative writing. 
 “It’s a safe space; it’s a haven,” she said. 
“I love the humor of it, I love the sensuality 
of it, I’m always appreciative and amazed by 
the open sincerity of it with someone shar-

ing. People really pour themselves out and I’m 
constantly amazed at the people you meet and 
how they share themselves. A lot of times this 
is the only space where they can do that. Maybe 
they haven’t told friends or family about certain 
things they’ve experienced, but they tell us.”
 Although POW-WOW, Inc.’s volunteer-based 
Tuesday-night outreach is ending, the focus on 
women’s issues remains strong. The organization 
will continue with its various year-round volun-
teer-based outreach programs involving organi-
zations such as the juvenile detention center, 
senior assisted living and many others. 
 “I think it’s one of the most important things 
that has come out of POW-WOW—that we are al-
ways, always trying to give back to the commu-
nity,” said Lucy Shumpert, POW-WOW Tuesday’s 
emcee. 
 During the last performances and just in time 
for the holiday season, the organization is ac-
cepting toiletry donations for Robbins Assisted 
Living. The community is also encouraged to 
email pow-wowgifts2012@gmail.com to receive 
the seniors’ wish lists in order to help provide 
holiday gifts. 
 “Most of our work, most of our energy has 
been spent on our outreach program, which has 
been POW-WOW Tuesday,” said Carter. “What 
we’re saying is we’re looking to take POW-WOW 
Tuesday to a different level, which is outside of 
a static space—maybe into a more global space, 
maybe into a more social-media space where we 
can reach a broader set of people. That static 
space has existed for 10 years and we need to 
grow the way the world is growing.”
 Carter says although she is still ambivalent 
toward the end, she is hopeful and optimistic 
about where the group is headed, adding if peo-
ple have been POW-WOW addicts, they’re going 
to love the new direction as well. 
 “I don’t think anybody needs to miss the last 
night because, literally, we have reached out 
to everyone who has ever been on our stage in 
10 years,” she said. “We’ve gotten confirmation 
from over 40 people. It’s going to be ridiculous.” 

poW-WoW tuesdays
to end after a decade

PoW-WoW attendees and performers with donations at a recent show. Photo by Melissa Wasserman

‘late night 
andersonville’
shopping dec. 14
 The second half of the 10th annual Late 
Night Andersonville will take place Friday, 
Dec. 14, 6-10 p.m. During that time, more 
than 40 Andersonville stores and restau-
rants will be open late and offering savings 
on meals and distinctive holiday gifts. 
 This event is great for shoppers of all 
ages and features free entertainment, 
great refreshments and a chance to get 
pictures taken with Santa (6-8 p.m. at the 
Swedish American Museum, 5211 N. Clark 
St.).
 Call 773-728-2995 or visit www.ander-
sonville.org for more info.
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AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 
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Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

Midas on Fullerton                                         
2654 W. Fullerton Ave.                                           
Chicago, IL                                           
773-342-8485                                                  
midasfullerton@comcast.net

Midas on Western                                         
7501 N. Western Ave.                                         
Chicago, IL                                           
773-761-5200                                                
midaswestern@comcast.net

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 6 pm   •   Saturday 8 am to 4 pm   •   Closed Sunday

Make appOintMentS via eMail

Full-ServiCe Car repair FaCility

DrOp-OFF anD piCk-up ServiCe available

twO lOCatiOnS!

MENTION 
winDy City tiMeS

AND GET 

10% OFF

http://www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com


Dec. 12, 2012WINDY CITY TIMES 9

Friday, Dec. 14
6-10 p.m.

Late-er Night Andersonville

Saturday, Dec. 15
7:30 p.m.

Sappho’s Solstice Salon 
celebrates POW-WOW

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Ed Negron shares his life, the good and the bad, on the tattoos that cover his arms. The left arm is 
his past. The right is the present.
 It truly has been a wild ride, filled with addiction, self-destruction, hate, shame and anger—words 
that also are tattooed on him.
 Negron hit rock bottom in 1999 when he was arrested in Lakeview on drug charges. He had been 
selling drugs, and admits he probably was his best customer.
 After time in jail, he turned his life around, completely—and is proud to say he’s been clean and 
sober for 12 years.
 Negron has worked hard to help others with addiction issues, too. He’s been a certified substance 
abuse counselor since 2007. He’s even been given a presidential coin, honoring his efforts.
 “I’m proud of that [coin] and that I can help addicts who are still out there. I tell my story to help 
others, and am not ashamed to do so,” Negron said. “I know, if I didn’t change, if it weren’t for getting 
arrested when I did and getting into a recovery program when I did … I probably wouldn’t be here.
 “I’m so happy and honored to now be able to accomplish everything that I thought about [years 
ago] while getting high, but couldn’t then because I was too messed up. I’m able to create change, 
and am very happy for that.”

BI in the
LIFE

Ed Negron
TexT AND PHoToS By roSS ForMAN

Age
41

Neighborhood
East Lakeview

Relationship status
Partnered for 11 years with Patrick 
Gannon

Job title
Housing assistance coordinator/staff 
photographer at AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago

Orientation
Bisexual

Hobbies
Photography, watching movies, going 
to live theater

Cubs or White Sox?
“Definitely Cubs.”

Favorite Chicago restaurant: 
Nookies in Lakeview

Military
Served in the Army Reserve for six 
years

Little-known fact
“I collect rocks. Whenever I travel, 
I take rocks from wherever I go, 
including from the Pyramids in Egypt 
and a castle in Germany.”

Bi in the Life
Negron is the co-founder of Bisexual Queer Alliance Chicago: “I think it’s important that the 
bisexual community has a voice within LGBT community. I’m a proud bisexual man.”

new dSM removes
‘gender identity disorder’
By kATe SoSIN

Transgender identity is no longer a classified 
disorder. 
 The American Psychiatric Association has 
removed the term “gender identity disorder” 
from the Diagnostic Statistical Manual (DSM), a 
much-anticipated move that has been met with 
mixed reactions among transgender people. 
 The DSM, which sets the standard for clas-
sifying mental disorders in the United States, 
had previously classified transgender identity as 
“gender identity disorder,” a classification that 
many transgender people found offensive. 
 In its latest edition, the DSM-V, the manual 
has introduced the term “gender dysphoria,” a 
phrase intended to highlight the experiences of 
gender-variant people whose identity or experi-
ences fall out of step with their birth-assigned 
gender. 
 Some have remarked that the new classifica-
tion is the most significant DSM rewrite concern-
ing LGBT people since homosexuality was re-
moved from the DSM in 1973. But the new term 
has been met with mixed responses, a reality 
that national LGBT organization GLAAD noted in 

its statement on the change.
 “Transgender people are no longer subject 
to a lifelong default diagnosis of their mental 
health,” GLAAD stated. “This change follows 
previous statements from the APA on mental 
healthcare for transgender people. However, 
other transgender advocates note the barriers 
this change may create to accessing health in-
surance coverage for trans-related medical care, 
which could already be prohibitively expensive 
even before the change.”
 Some argue that the without a diagnosis of 
“gender identity disorder,” health insurance 
companies will be less likely to cover gender-
affirming surgeries and other medical interven-
tions. But others had advocated for the removal 
of transgender identity altogether. 
 Check back for responses from local transgen-
der advocates.  

FBi releases 
hate-crime info
 The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI’s) 
2011 hate-crimes statistics have revealed that, 
for the first time, crimes directed against indi-
viduals on the basis of sexual orientation are 
the second most frequent hate crime committed 
after crimes based on race, according to a Hu-
man Rights Campaign press release.

 Surpassing crimes committed on the basis on 
religion, the number of reported hate crimes 
committed against gay men and lesbians in-
creased from 1,277 in 2010 to 1,293 in 2011. 
FBI Hate Crimes Statistics can be viewed at www.
fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/hate-crime/2011.

ore. gov. names december
month for trans youth
 Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber has issued a proc-
lamation declaring December Transgender Youth 
Awareness Month, according to PQ Monthly. The 
development followed a request from TransAc-
tive Education & Advocacy, a Portland-based 
non-profit serving families of transgender and 
gender nonconforming children and youth 
worldwide.
 Co-signator and guest speaker Secretary of 
State Kate Brown read the proclamation Dec. 
2 at the organization’s fifth annual fundraiser, 
“SuperHeroes for SuperKids.”

Crist now a democrat
 Former Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, who ran the 
state as a Republican and then for the U.S. Sen-
ate as an independent, announced that he’s 
switching to the Democratic Party, according to 
a Chicago Tribune item. 

 Crist tweeted, “Proud and honored to join the 
Democratic Party in the home of President (at) 
Barack Obama!” Crist reportedly signed the pa-
pers changing his affiliation from independent 
to Democrat at a Christmas reception at the 
White House; President Obama greeted the news 
with a fist bump.
 Gay rumors have surrounded Crist, who is mar-
ried to a woman, for some time. The Huffington 
Post reported in June that Crist allegedly paid 
two men to conceal same-sex affairs.

Former Florida Gov. Charlie Crist. Press photo

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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Nomi Michaels Devereaux. 
Photos by kate Sosin.

LGBTQ Youth Series from

By kATe SoSIN
 
Everything changed the year she turned 17. 
 Nomi Michaels Devereaux started to come 
out as transgender that year. She discovered 
Boystown. And she spent her first night on the 
street, a night that 15 years later, she still re-
members perfectly.
 “I relive it quite often,” she said. “It was 
scary…I was walking around. I didn’t know 
where to go. I went up to the lake. There was, 
like, this fitness court. I just sat there, and the 
police came and they kicked me out of there. So, 
I just walked all the way up north, found some 
plastic in a dumpster and wrapped myself up in 
it and fell asleep near a tree.”
 Devereaux, 32 now works at The Crib, The 
Night Ministry’s LGBTQ-affirming shelter. 
 And while she works with young people whose 
housing situations are as complicated as hers 
once was, only recently did she tell old friends 
that she was also once homeless.
 Devereaux grew up on Chicago’s South Side in 
the Ida B. Wells Homes in Bronzeville.
 Her mother had been a singer in New York, 
and her father owned some clothing stores in 
Chicago. For a time during her youth, her family 
enjoyed a bit of wealth. Her father’s stores did 
well, and the family moved into a large house. 
 “You know, we got everything,” Devereaux 
said. “And going to this elite public schools and 
everything.” 
 But over time, that life unraveled. Unknown to 
the family, her father had been running a side 
business selling drugs. He had had four kids out-
side of his marriage. When Devereaux’s mother 
found out, she divorced him. Her father also had 
an affair with the wife of a business associate, 
who murdered him in retaliation.
 The family’s house was repossessed, and they 
moved back into public housing. 
 Devereaux’s mother was raising her four kids 
and two cousins.
 “Six kids, and we’re living in the projects 
where they’re shooting at the windows,” De-
vereaux said. “And [my mother is] on welfare, 
and she’s going to school.” 
 Despite the stress, Devereaux’s mother always 
made time to teach her child everything she 
could about how to survive in the world. 
 “She was amazing,” Devereaux said. “She gave 
me everything. It’s like she knew that she wasn’t 
going to be here because, everyday, she would 
stop me in the middle of the street to explain 

something to me.”
 Her mother told her to stay in school no mat-
ter what. When Devereaux ran home crying one 
day because classmates called her a fag, her 
mother told her to deal with it. She was going 
to be called a fag her whole life.
 Devereaux was a handful from a young age, 
she admitted. She finished her work too quickly 
and spent her free time disrupting class or just 
walking out. In fifth grade, she made a decision 
to stop attending altogether for a while.
 By the time she was 12, her school believed 
she needed more help than her mother could 
provide, Devereaux said. Her mother suffered a 
nervous breakdown around that time, and De-
vereaux ended up in foster care. 
 She moved in with a foster family of six. 
 “My foster mother was physically abusive to 
me,” she said. “I was like Cinderella.”
 In the house, Devereaux was raped repeatedly. 
Within six months, she was relocated to a group 
home outside the city. A year later, her mother 
regained custody.
 Devereaux returned to a new home that her 
mother, now a Chicago Public Schools teacher, 
had purchased.
In time, she confessed to her mother that she 
felt she was a girl. Her mother already knew.
 “My brother was like, ‘don’t encourage that,’” 
Devereaux remembered. “And she was like, ‘It’s 
whatever. You’ll be a great person.’ But she knew. 
She wanted me to be real.”
 When Devereaux was 16, her mother died of 
breast cancer, and their house was sold.
 Devereaux stayed with family for a while, but 
eventually family members kicked her out.
 She was 17, transgender and in high school. 
 That first night, a snow-covered evening in 
March, Devereaux learned that plastic could 
keep a person warm even in the coldest weather.  
 “It was tough, sleeping in the snow and being 
homeless,” she said. “I kept busy. I got up early 
in the morning, walked. Honey, I was so thin 
back then.” 
 She slept by the lake most nights. In the morn-
ing, she would walk from the lakefront to Mather 
High School. She arrived at school early enough 
to slip into the showers with the sports teams 
that practiced before classes. After school, she 
might go to a friend’s house. 
 Devereaux still struggled with school, but she 
remembered her mother’s words, and she stuck it 
out. When teachers passed out books, Devereaux 
often finished them overnight. She arrived to 

school with nothing to do, and she didn’t hide 
her boredom. 
 “I didn’t really smoke, but I would light up a 
cigarette and be walking down the halls smoking 
a cigarette,” she said.
 She constantly got into trouble for hanging 
out in the girls’ bathroom, too.
 Parentless, she attended her own parent/ 
teacher conferences, where teachers told her 
that she was a great student with an atrocious 
attitude. 
 Neither her school nor friends caught on to 
the fact she was on her own. Devereaux made 
up stories to cover her tracks, and friends often 
invited her over, so she seldom had to make up 
excuses about why they couldn’t come to her 
house. 
 Overall, she had a “fabulous experience,” she 
said. 
 While she was visibly gender-variant, she 
didn’t allow anyone to bully her, and her best 
friends were the girlfriends of popular jocks. 
 Among her friends was a guy who lived with 
his aunt in Lincoln Square. Devereaux went to 
visit him one day, only to find he had moved. 
As she was walking away from the building, she 
noticed a key in the basement door. She opened 
the door and found rows of empty storage units 
and a washer and dryer.
 She moved in immediately. 
 There were so many unassigned storage units, 
that no one noticed one closed door, which De-
vereaux rigged with a lock. She cooked food on 
the burner of an old coffee maker she had found 
and did homework under the basement light. 
Other tenants saw her so often they assumed 
she lived there.
 “I felt like I had my own place,” she said.
 Still, she had nightmares about getting 
caught.
 But for much of the time that she was home-
less, she didn’t see herself that way at all. 
 “I identified other people as homeless, but I 
didn’t identify myself as homeless,” she said.
 “To me homeless was a stigma: You’re dirty, 
you smell, you’re begging for change, you’re 
missing teeth, your hair is not together. Home-
lessness was a symbol, and I didn’t fit that sym-
bol… when I found Boystown, that’s when it 
really hit me—I’m really homeless.”
 Devereaux had been dressing in women’s 
clothing and heard about Boystown, somewhere 
around Clark Street.
 She rode the Clark bus up and down looking 

for signs of it, missing it without even knowing. 
One day, she finally found her way to the store 
Gaymart and asked the owner to direct her to 
Boystown. He pointed out the window.
 Devereaux began hanging out in Boystown 
frequently, and she met other young people 
who were also without housing. That’s when she 
started to identify as homeless. 
 That year, Devereaux graduated high school. 
She went on to study film at Columbia. It was 
seven more years before she finished her college 
degree. She experienced bouts of homelessness 
throughout that time, but she also saw much of 
the country, staying with friends in New York 
and Atlanta, among other places.
 She pursued a career in singing, a dream she 
says she has not given up.
 She recently told high school best friends that 
she had been homeless for part of high school. 
They were shocked. 
 Today, Devereaux is open about her history 
with the young people she works with, and she 
is open with others as well. 
 About two years ago, Devereaux was planning 
to leave Chicago and move to New York. She 
went to Lakeview one night to say goodbye to 
friends at The Night Ministry’s health outreach 
bus. A service provider told her that The Night 
Ministry was about to open a youth shelter in 
the neighborhood, and they wanted her to work 
there. 
 “I had to think, this isn’t just about me,” De-
vereaux said. 
 Devereaux turned down a job in New York and 
started work at The Crib, the best decision of her 
life, she said.
 At The Crib, Devereaux puts her own experi-
ences to work. She employs a bit of tough love 
when she feels young people are making ex-
cuses, but she also knows when the youth are 
struggling.  
 “I can look at a person, and I know what’s 
going on,” she said. “It’s funny because a lot of 
the trans people there, they don’t believe I went 
through all of that.”
 Part of the problem with youth homelessness, 
Devereaux thinks, is the stigma associated with 
homelessness that prevents people from ac-
knowledging it. 
 “People even today can’t fathom the idea that 
youth are homeless on the streets,” she said. 
“It’s just ridiculous to think that it happens. 
That’s why it’s such a big issue…The idea—it’s 
like aliens riding the Red Line.” 

Nomi Michaels Devereaux: 
A year on the streets at 17, remembered

Generation Halsted 
is an eight-week series that seeks to capture youth voices not typically represented 

in Windy City Times and other media. The young people portrayed have many 
housing situations, gender identities and sexual orientations. The series looks 

primarily, but not exclusively, at Boystown, where an influx of young LGBTQ people 
has been a source of controversy. Windy City Times will continue to explore the 

issues raised here beyond this series. 
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Erica Phillips was running out of options.
 She wasn’t exactly homeless, she said. She was 
a “home-free.” She had places to stay, but those 
were not safe.
 Phillips was 18 when she had to go out on her 
own. That was the winter of 2009.
 “It came to a head when my mom told me that 
she could only love me at a distance,” she said. 
“That’s when I left.”
 For a while, a friend let her crash on his couch, 
but he had wanted sex in return. She had tried 
staying at a shelter once, but she couldn’t sleep 
at all. 
 “This isn’t as fun as the Little Rascals made it, 
or Huckleberry Finn,” she remembers thinking. 
“This isn’t Peter Pan. It’s like… damn.” 
 Phillips was precariously housed for about two 
years until one day when she went to get a meal 
from The Night Ministry, an LGBTQ-friendly ser-
vice provider. She had not eaten in two or three 
days at that point. 
 Two workers asked Phillips if she might be 
interested in moving into someone’s house 
through a new program. Phillips agreed, was ac-
cepted to the program and moved in October 
2010. Today, she lives on her own and serves 
on the advisory board of the LGBTQ Host Home 
Program.
 The LGBTQ Host Home Program (HHP), operat-
ed out of UCAN, is unlike any other approach to 
curbing LGBTQ youth homelessness in Chicago.
 It’s relatively inexpensive, requires no new 
buildings or shelter beds, and most significantly, 
allows youth to make their own choices about 
their lives. 
 “So often, when it comes to social services, 
young people have been so institutionalized, 
and they’ve had so many case workers and been 
involved in housing situations,” said Bonnie 
Wade, who helped start the program and served 
as its associate director until recently.
 Programs that serve youth, which providers 
generally define as 24 and younger, often struc-
ture the days and lives of the youth they serve, 
telling them when they can eat meals and what 
time they have to be home.
 Wade said that structure works for some but 
not all. 
 “It’s like a cafeteria, and young people need 
to come in and choose what option is best for 
them,” Wade said.  
 The option that HHP provides is the chance 
to live independently, with support from com-
munity members.
 In HHP, youth ages 18-24, live with communi-
ty volunteers who open their homes to a young 
person for a year or two. 
 The setup is not based on foster care, a com-
mon misconception among LGBTQ Chicagoans. 
Rather, youth and volunteers are encouraged to 
think of each other as housemates with equal 
footing.
 From the start, youth and volunteers set 
“house courtesies” together.  UCAN provides 
some hosts with a monthly stipend, a kind of 
contribution on behalf of the youth to cover a 
portion of utilities and rent. Youth are respon-
sible for their food, laundry and other needs. 
 During their stay, young people get support 
through UCAN and other agencies. They can find 
resume help, job training, support applying to 
college, counseling and other services. 
 For Phillips, who moved in with a family on 
the South Side, HHP was an opportunity to be 
both independent and supported.
 “Host Home helped me be a lot more open 

about myself, about who I am and who I want 
to be,” Phillips said. “They pretty much did for 
me what I wish I was taught when I was still 
growing up, like how to do laundry properly or 
how to do taxes or all these life lessons that you 
need to have at a certain age.”

The volunteers

 Erin Edwards and Liz Przybylski had been to-
gether a year and a half when the couple de-
cided to host a young person in their North Side 
home.
 HHP matched them with an 18-year-old girl 
who had felt unsafe at home and felt she could 
not come out as a lesbian. (Her name has not 
been included in the story out of respect for her 
privacy). 
 UCAN trained Edwards and Przybylski, helping 
them anticipate issues that might arise once the 
young person moved in. They were also given a 
phone number for a 24-hour support line, as was 
the young woman they hosted. 
 Edwards and Przybylski had read a letter from 
the youth, and the three met at the couple’s 
home before deciding to live together. Still, the 
first night was a little awkward. 
 “Nobody knew what it would be like,” remem-
bers Edwards. “So there was this moment when 
we were all in the living room reading different 
things.” Someone asked if Abraham Lincoln had 
really been gay, and they all started talking.
 The three had a lot to talk about during those 
early days, said Edwards. They told each other 
stories about their lives and got to know each 
other.
 But as time went on, their living situation be-
came more complicated.
 Edwards and Przybylski could see the young 
person struggling at times. She appeared with-
drawn, seldom leaving her room or eating.  
 The UCAN training had prepared them for more 
blatant conflicts, like a young person swearing 
in front of a host volunteer’s kids, they said. But 
the youth they hosted struggled with the op-
posite. 
 “That was difficult because it hadn’t really 
been addressed,” Przybylski said.
 They could tell that something was wrong, but 
they didn’t know what to do about it.
  Edwards and Przybylski strategized with Wade 
on how to make the young person comfortable. 
Sometimes, Edwards, Przybylski and the young 
woman all cooked together. Other times, they 
worked in the garden. 
 Edwards and Przybylski also had help from 
friends and family, who made a point of inviting 
the young person when they made plans with 
the couple. One of the couple’s friends also tu-
tored the young woman as she prepared to take 

the ACT and work towards attending a four-year 
college.
 Socially, the arrangement made sense. Edwards 
and Przybylski were both in their mid-20s, so 
the youth they hosted was close enough to their 
age that they could comfortably hang out. But, 
as much as the youth treated them like friends 
at times, she approached them like humiliating 
parents at other times.
 “I had never felt embarrassing before,” Przyb-
ylski said with a laugh.
 “I thought, ‘I’m only 25, and I’m this person 
already!’” Edwards added. 
 The youth’s efforts to get into college paid off 
that year. She was accepted to most of the seven 
schools she applied to.

Challenges with HHP

 According to Wade, most of the challenges 
that hosts and youth face in HHP are typical 
roommate problems. 
 “It’s not just adults saying, ‘Okay young peo-
ple, get it together because your room is a mess, 
your laundry is a mess,” Wade said. “We’ve had 
young people struggle with the adults being the 
one that leaves the dishes in the sink or doesn’t 
sweep up.” 
 In instances where young people and host 
volunteers are struggling, UCAN offers to step 
in and mediate. Host home staff or formerly 
homeless youth from the advisory board help 
both sides talk through issues happening in the 
home. 
 “It kind of flattens the hierarchy and puts the 
young person’s voice at center,” Wade said. 
 It also allows for flexibility not typically found 
in programs that house LGBTQ street-based 
youth, who often struggle with the transition 
from life on the streets to life in programs with 
strict rules about when they can come and go, 
eat and sleep. 
 Moreover, HHP is a long-term solution. Youth 

who receive services from UCAN can return at 
any time, even a decade later, and receive sup-
port. 
 But those advantages do not always resonate 
with funders, a problem that has sometimes 
stifled the program’s growth. 
 HHP hosts just 10-15 youth a year, and num-
ber does not always wow foundations and gov-
ernment agencies offering grants.
  “They want to see 50+ kids go through a shel-
ter system,” Wade said. “We were told by one 
foundation here in Chicago that they couldn’t 
[fund us again]—not because our outcomes 
weren’t phenomenal, because they were—but 
that we just didn’t house as many people as 
the other shelter systems. However, if you break 
down the price points, you see what you get for 

the cost of a host home is a fourth of the cost of 
what you get from a shelter bed.” 
 But that resistance to funding a small program 
also means HHP will struggle to support more 
than 10-15 youth in the future. This year, UCAN 
has more volunteers than it does funds. It costs 
approximately $14,000 to house a young person 
in HHP for a year, money that UCAN is still try-
ing to raise so that HHP can house more than 
10-15 young people.
 Since housing a youth, Edwards has gone on 
to work for UCAN. That means she won’t be able 
to house another young person through HHP for 
now. But she and Przybylski remain open to the 
possibility of hosting people in the future.
 “Some friends of ours will talk about this pro-
gram and say ‘Wow, that’s crazy. What an amaz-
ing program. What a radical idea,’ said Edwards. 
“I think it’s funny that such a simple idea—you 
have a room, someone needs a room, match—is 
radical. To me that seems like the easiest of all 
solutions… And if you don’t do the dishes at 
night, no one’s going to kick you out the next 
morning. Thank God, because I’m the one who 
doesn’t do the dishes.” 

LGBTQ Host Home Program offers different 
approach to youth homelessness

LGBTQ Youth Series from

erica Phillips. Photo by kate Sosin.

Host home couple erin edwards and liz Przybylski. 
Photos by Bill Healy.
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At 8:15 p.m. on a chilly Tuesday in late Octo-
ber, about a dozen young people gather in the 
Lakeview Lutheran Church parking lot. They joke 
and smoke cigarettes and hop from foot-to-foot, 
rubbing their hands together for warmth.
 When volunteers open the church’s side door 
at 8:30 p.m., the crowd has swelled to at least 
30 people. One-by-one, youth file into a hallway, 
scribble their names on scraps of paper and drop 
the slips into a white plastic bucket.
 For the next 15 minutes, these young people 

will await a lottery to determine who can spend 
the night at The Crib, The Night Ministry’s LG-
BTQ-affirming shelter for 18 to 24 year olds. It 
has 20 beds.
 “We originally tried to make it first-come, first 
served, but we ran into a problem really early 
on,” coordinator Nate Metrick explains. “In the 
first couple weeks, there would be 25 or 30 peo-
ple trying to get in at the same moment. They 
would wait across the street at the police sta-
tion and then run across at 8:30, when we start 
admission. People would run in between cars; 
someone jumped over a car once. It’s really im-

possible to tell who’s first when 25 people show 
up at once.
 “We tried to figure out what’s fairest, and 
there really is no fair option,” Metrick deadpans. 
“What we settled on is a lottery process.”
 If fewer than 20 people arrive by 8:45 p.m., 
each attendee is admitted. Tonight, there are 
nearly twice as many youth as there are beds.
 Some young people sit and wring their hands, 
rocking slightly. Others pace, visibly nervous. 
Still others dance, laugh or play cards.
 As a volunteer slowly pulls names from the 
bucket and checks them off a master sign-in 

sheet, several young people crowd around her, 
peering over her shoulder.
 When the last name is called, some stomp and 
curse. One woman asks those who can couch-
surf to give up their spots. And several young 
people willingly abdicate their beds—opting to 
spend the night with a significant other who 
didn’t make the cut.
 Those who aren’t chosen are given a $2.50 bus 
card, but several youth say they don’t have any-
where else to go.

The Crib creates safe haven for LGBTQ youth

LGBTQ Youth Series from

turn to page 13

youth watch as names are pulled from a bucket. 
Those called will get to stay at The Crib overnight. 
All photos by Bill Healy.

A youth volunteer explains the night’s procedures. 

A couple of young people sit and play cards.

A poster explains what 
the shelter means to 
those who stay there.

young people hang out in 
the “big room” at The Crib. 

A youth volunteer thumbs through a magazine.
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 “It’s kind of hard because you have to sleep 
on the street,” Logan, 24, says. “You have to go 
other places. You have to figure out what your 
next step is. If there were more spaces here, 
then it wouldn’t be so hard to have a lottery. I 
know some people who have slept, literally, be-
hind dumpsters for the night when there wasn’t 
a place here… No one should get turned away.”
 The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless es-
timates that in 2011-2012, there were 10,995 
unaccompanied homeless youth in Chicago. Dur-
ing that same timeframe, the group counted just 
266 youth shelter beds.
 Additionally, many LGBT people report harass-
ment and violence in shelters. When The Crib 
opened two years ago, it set out to provide a 
safe, homey and LGBTQ-affirming environment.
 About 75 percent of youth at The Crib identify 
as LGBTQ, says Jessica Howe, a spokesperson 
for The Night Ministry. Thirty percent identify 
as transgender; and one-third of the staff say 
they’re transgender or gender non-conforming.
 “I’ve stayed at other places before, and it’s not 
safe for people like us—LGBTQ, I, A, whatever,” 
says Kael, 22, who works part-time and turns to 
The Crib when he can’t stay with friends. “I’ve 
been attacked in a shelter. I’ve been sexually 
harassed in some shelters. Here, I feel a little 
safer. I’m with my own people.”
 When asked to describe The Crib, youth used 
words such as “fun” or “supportive.”
 “They treat us with mad respects,” Diamond, 
24, says. She compares a night at The Crib to a 
kiki—referencing the cult Scissor Sisters song.
 “A kiki is a party for calming all your nerves,” 
the lyrics say. “We’re spilling tea and dishing 
just desserts one may deserve. And though the 
sun is rising, few may choose to leave, so shade 
that lid and we’ll all bid adieu to your ennui.”
 At 9 p.m., the 20 youth who will sleep at The 
Crib begin “gratitudes,” a nightly session where 
people give thanks and share positive news. 
Common themes include friendship, The Crib and 
God.
 Over the next three hours, youth will eat a 
nutritious dinner, play loud music, dance, study 
for the GED and paint each other’s nails. Yoga 
classes, HIV/STI testing, massage and chiroprac-
tic sessions are offered several times a month, 
Howe says. And youth can always take showers 
and do laundry.
 Plus, those who stay at The Crib can perform 
chores in exchange for one-day bus passes, and 
enroll in 2-month leadership training.
 “I’m very grateful,” says Don, 23, who attends 
school and has a job, but says day-to-day ex-
penses make it tough to save for an apartment. 
He has a lot of friends at The Crib, but envi-
sions a future where he has stable housing and 
comes back as a volunteer. Tonight, he says he 
would’ve slept on the Blue Line if he hadn’t won 
a bed in the lottery.
 “It’s safer [than the Red Line],” he says. “Nu-
merous times, I’ve fallen asleep there, and I’ve 
gotten robbed.”
 The Crib serves about 300 youth per year, 
with a monthly operating cost of $37,000, Howe 
says. This figure includes meals, safe shelter, 
recreational programming, case management 
and referrals for support services.
 In the morning, young people are served a 
hearty breakfast, and everyone is out the door 
by 9 a.m.
 Though the majority of youth interviewed said 
they were grateful for The Crib—citing how pos-
itive and safe it is compared to other shelters—
many are concerned about the limited number of 
beds.
 “It’s sometimes scary,” Patricia, 19, says. “The 
winter is one of our biggest fears. Last year, 
there was a blizzard, and it was horrible.”

CriB from page 12

Names are pulled and read during 
The Crib’s lottery. Those who aren’t 
chosen receive $2.50 bus cards.

Nate Metrick, coordinator of 
The Crib, arrived for work on 
oct. 30 in costume.

youth and 
volunteers 
stick to a 
detailed 
schedule.

youth art is displayed on bulletin boards. 
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pennsylvania’s
gay republican?
a good thing
A Republican Christian right-of-center state rep-
resentative from a conservative Pennsylvania 
district has come out—and some in our com-
munity have reacted like the sky has fallen in. 
This is a good thing! Let’s look at the issues one 
at a time.
 Rep. Mike Fleck is the first out Pennsylvania 
state lawmaker. At the same time, Rep.-elect 
Brian Sims is the first out person to be elected 
to the state House. He takes office in January 
and, with Fleck, will be the state’s only two out 
state representatives.
 He’s a Republican. So what? Have you noticed 
that we as a community are not all the same? 

Are all Jews the same? African-Americans? Cath-
olics? There are gay Republicans. And there is 
no shame in embracing our Republican brothers 
and sisters, as long as they stand for equality. 
Being a Republican is no different than having a 
different religion.
 So let’s see where he stands on other issues. 
Since most of our political community is pro-
gressive, here is a place where he might differ 
with many of us, but one can agree to disagree 
and still work towards equality. Some attach 
other issues to our own, and that is a decision 
that each of us must make, but it’s not always a 
position of the community at large. For instance, 
I consider myself a feminist—should I not work 
with those who are not?
 If anyone has a problem with his being a Chris-
tian, you’re not a good partner in the fight for 
equality. Now, there are degrees and different 
kinds of Christians, but the fact that he has pub-
licly come out makes a statement in itself. We 
of all people believe in freedom of religion. We 
also believe that religion should not step on our 
rights.
 He’s conservative. Again, so what? In fact, this 
is the strongest argument to support him. He 
may very well be able to reach those we can-
not or have not. He speaks their language. With 
some luck, and after he gets over the spotlight 

and the problems his caucus might give him, he 
may very well be able to get us the Republican 
votes we need.
 Full disclosure: I do not know Fleck, nor do I 
believe I’ve met him. In the last few days, those 
who do know him tell me he’s a decent guy and 
well-liked in Harrisburg. And if you’ve read the 
account of his decision to come out, it seems to 
have been a hard, rocky road.
 Fleck did something very brave, as all elected 
officials do when they come out or when they 
run as out candidates. They all need to be em-
braced. We are a welcoming community and not 
one with only one stripe.
 We also should not be putting any pressure on 
this man at this time. After all, he is a man with 
much on his plate. He’s dealing with his family, 
friends, coworkers and an enormous amount of 
media attention. Allow him the time to come to 
terms with all this.
 While we do not know what or how this will 
affect future legislation, we do know that the 
Republican Party now has one of its own to put 
a face on the LGBT community.
 And that is a very good thing.
 Mark Segal is publisher of the Philadelphia 
Gay News. He can be reached at mark@epgn.
com.

Exterminating 
gays in Uganda: not 
a spectator sport
Hi, it’s _________ from Kampala, Uganda. 
 
What advice do you have for me, you know we are 
discriminated here and our country is about to 
pass a law in parliament to sentence anyone who 
is a gay and lesbian?
 
Yours,
___________

As a prominent writer/editor in the United 
States, I receive letters like the one above more 
often than I would prefer to recall. The words 
have haunted me since Uganda’s “Kill the Gays” 
bill began to pick up speed and activist David 
Kato was killed. 
 About one year ago, I posted a story on The 
Seattle Lesbian regarding a Ugandan woman and 
her partner. I took a special interest in the angle 
because it was delivered with a very candid note 
that read, “Please share this story so that others 
may know what is happening here, but you can-
not mention my name or I will be killed.”
 No pressure.
 I pushed the story through the wire and, as in-
structed, did not mention her name. As I clicked 
“publish” and her plight went viral, I wondered 
if it would somehow trace its way back to 
Uganda and put her in harm’s way. Surely there 
was no legitimate way that could happen. The 
government there must have had other—more 
pressing—items to mull over with their pre-per-
forated time. Then again, one might argue that 
they would not have the time to hunt down and 
kill all the gay people in their country, but that 
would have been an inaccurate assumption … 
and you know what they say about assumptions.
 The reader did not make contact to incite in-
ternal bargaining on my part. She reached out 
to me for help and for visibility about the very 

real and dangerous issues affecting her life and, 
by doing so, was risking the very thing she was 
trying to protect the most.
 Over the next several months I began to re-
ceive more letters like the one above. Friend 
requests poured into my mailbox on Facebook 
from various other parts of the world and there 
was a proverbial ear bending occurring that 
couldn’t be ignored. I listened ... and I wrote. To 
some, those two things would have been trivial, 
but to my readers, it was a lifeline. 
 Social responsibility is an art form at its best 
and a meandering pain in the ass at its worst. 
There is no instruction booklet. Everyone has an 
opinion and not all are qualified to offer it. In 
fact, very few are! At the end of the day it’s the 
essence of the public awareness trickling down 
that causes inflection and, in effect, institutes 
necessary societal change.
 Calling it a “Christmas gift” to the Ugandan 
people, the speaker of the Ugandan parliament, 
Rebecca Kadaga, has promised she will pass the 
so-called “Kill the Gays” bill in the next two 
weeks. In effect, this would place a bounty on 
any head deemed LGBTQ.
 According to AllOut.org, “The only version of 
the bill that is public today still includes the 
death penalty provision for ‘aggravated homo-
sexuality’” said Kasha Jacqueline, executive di-
rector of Freedom and Roam Uganda (FARUG). 

“We know that the bill still refers to death, con-
trary to what the media is saying.”
 My dear friend and comrade, Shaun Knittel, 
asked me to comment on the controversial bill. 
He serves as founder and director of Social Out-
reach Seattle (SOSea) and I am his right-hand 
woman in the tangible community project. 
I said, simply, “With limited quantities of re-
sources and understanding, homosexuality was 
declared a mental illness until it was removed 
from the American Psychiatric Association (APA) 
in 1973 and ratified in 1974.”
 And then the real magic happened—I got fired 
up: “We are not wild animals in need of cor-
rection. We are human beings and we deserve 
to be treated as equally as any other flesh and 
blood being in this world. Location matters not. 
Whether you reside down the street or around 
the world, if you are a human being and you 
identify as LGBTQ, this bill affects each and ev-
ery one of you. It affects us all.”
 Indeed, Uganda’s stance on homosexuality af-
fects us all. When one of us suffers, we all suffer. 
Call it socialism … call it naive … and then, 
when you’re ready, call it the truth. Time is up. 
This is the time. The time is now. There is no 
more time left.
 Sarah Toce is principal, owner and editor-in-
chief of the Seattle lesbian.

Send letters and 
viewpoints 

to Andrew@WindyCity
MediaGroup.com.

Items may be 
edited for 

length or clarity.

mArK
sEgAl

sArAh
toCE



Dec. 12, 2012WINDY CITY TIMES 15

By VICkI CrAIN

“Every time I do it, it gets easier,” said veteran 
Joffrey Ballet dancer Derrick Agnoletti, 31, re-
ferring to dancing the beloved ballet The Nut-
cracker playing through Dec. 27 at The Audito-
rium Theater. “I would never say it is easy, but 
you learn to pace yourself and take things one 
at a time.” 
 Fellow dancer Michael Smith, 30, agreed. This 
year marks the 25th anniversary of Robert Jof-
frey’s version of the holiday classic, which was 
given the Goldstar National Nutcracker Award (or 
“Nutty”) in 2011 as the “Best Loved Nutcracker” 
in the U.S. 
 This year also marks milestones for Agnoletti 
and Smith, who have been dancing in Joffrey’s 
Nutcracker for 10 and 14 years, respectively. 
Between the two, they’ve performed almost ev-
ery part aside from the Sugar Plum Fairy. They 
are enjoying being the “older” dancers, passing 
down information and traditions they’ve learned 
over the years. Good friends inside the studio 
and out, they consider each other and their fel-
low Joffrey dancers, past and present, family. 
 “You’re drawn to certain people and you help 
them through,” Smith said. “This career is so 
short, if you can give a little advice to help in 
any way, it makes the process of being in this 
field much easier.” Smith “schooled” Agnoletti 
when he first joined the company. “Back in the 
day, the older dancers would school you,” he 
said. “We looked up to them, because when you 
saw them on stage, they were so professional.”
Both dancers say it isn’t hard to keep perfor-
mances fresh, even after dancing them for years 

in a row. Agnoletti said, “I learned from the 
older generation how to make up stories. They 
always had a story behind everything they did.” 
 Smith plays off the people around him to keep 
things fresh, while actively pushing himself for 
new ideas. “There is always something different 
or another way to approach it,” he said. “It’s 
kind of like being on autopilot, but the more 
you’re comfortable within a role, the more you 
can live in it. Sure you have to be stiff as a sol-
dier, but there are moments artistically you can 
play with and explore.” 
 To celebrate the silver anniversary, the com-
pany is going retro by restoring pieces of the 
original 1987 choreography by Robert Joffrey 
and Gerald Arpino that had been altered over 
the years. What makes this iteration unique is 
it is set in America instead of Europe, the use 
of men in traditionally all-female corps dances 
and the way the characters are thread through-
out the entire ballet. “There is something about 
its raw quality,” Smith said. “The story is told 
in this pop-up book kind of way and the way 
things feed through the entire ballet like how 
the kids get the toys in the beginning, then the 
toys fight in the battle and carry on in the Act 
II divertissements, it stays true to the puzzle of 
all of it.” 
 Another notable difference in Joffrey’s Nut-
cracker is the way the ballet ends. SPOILER 
ALERT: Where most versions have Clara (a.k.a 
the girl who gets the nutcracker) waking up from 
her dream safe at home, this one has her float-
ing away in a hot-air balloon. “To me it has a 
very American, Wizard of Oz feel,” said Smith. 
“If you know the story, it’s already implied that 

it’s a dream. It doesn’t need to be literal. It’s 
more magical if she floats away. That’s kind of 
what Joffrey and Arpino were about. Keeping 
the magic always going even outside the the-
ater.”
 Agnoletti saw that magic first hand for the 
first time earlier this month while the company 
was on tour in Ohio. “I’d never seen it all the 
way through, but I had a night off,” he said. 
“I liked seeing Mr. Arpino’s choreography. I love 
the Snow Scene. The Arpino style is brought into 
it so well, because it’s icy and sharp and fast. 
You have to know how to control your body and 
you have to make it look clean. When I’m in it, I 
try my best to keep it at the level that he trained 
us to do.” 
 Arpino, affectionately known as Mr. A., is a 
presence still felt by the older dancers, espe-
cially during Nutcracker season. “There’s a small 
group of us that were connected with Mr. A., 
that got to be in the studio and work with him. 
It’s cool to see Arpino-isms being put into other 

people,” said Smith. “It’s interesting to be in 
a role where you are the one passing down the 
information.”
 The Joffrey Ballet presents Robert Joffrey’s 
The Nutcracker at The Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., 
through Dec. 27. Performance times vary. Tickets 
are $31-$132; call 800-982-2787 or visit www.
ticketmaster.com.

other holiday shows:
 radio City Christmas Spectacular featuring 
The rockkettes at the Akoo Theatre, 5400 N. 
River Rd., Rosemont, Friday, Dec. 14–Sunday, 
Dec. 31, performance times vary. Tickets are 
$30-$89; call 800-745-3000 or visit www.ticket-
master.com.
 Chicago Tap Theatre presents Tidings of Tap! 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago Theater, 
1044 W. Harrison St., Friday-Saturday, Dec. 14-
15, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 16, at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $15-$35; call 773-655-1175 or visit 
www.chicagotaptheatre.com.
 ruth Page Civic Ballet’s The Nutcracker will 
be performed at the James Lumber Center for the 
Performing Arts at the College of Lake County, 
19351 W. Washington St., Grayslake, Saturday, 
Dec. 15, at 1 and 5 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 16 at 
3 p.m. Tickets are $10-$25; call 847-543-2300 
or visit www.clcillinois.edu/tickets.
 Salt Creek Ballet presents The Nutcracker at 
the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts, 
9501 Skokie Blvd., Skokie, Saturday, Dec. 15, at 
1 and 5 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 16, at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $24.50-$39.50; call 847-673-6300 or 
visit www.northshorecenter.org.
 Ballet Chicago’s The Nutcracker at The Ath-
enaeum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport Ave., Satur-
day, Dec. 15 at 2 and 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 16 
at 2:30 p.m., as well as Friday, Dec. 21 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 22 at 2 and 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 23 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $26-$37; call 
773-935-6875 or visit www.athenaeumtheatre.
org.
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THEATER REVIEW

We Three Lizas
Playwright: Scott Bradley (book 
and lyrics), Alan Schmuckler (music)
At: About Face Theatre at Steppenwolf 
Garage, 1624 N. Halsted St.
Tickets: 1-312-335-1650;
www.steppenwolf.org; $25
runs through: Dec. 23

By JoNATHAN ABArBANel
 
All the familiar Xmas stories are there: a hint of 
Xmas Carol, a whisper of It’s a Wonderful Life, 
a touch of Project Runway. Yes, Conrad Tickle-
bottom, the Scrooge-ish fashion designer who 
needs an attitude adjustment, has a bit of Tim 
Gunn in him, especially as played by waspish 
Scott Duff. 
 To be sure, We Three Lizas is a considerable 
mash-up of Christmas and LGBT iconography—
instead of three ghosts you get three Liza Min-
nellis (well, sort-of) but it’s a fun mash-up, 
especially with clever songs by Scott Bradley 
(lyrics) and Alan Schmuckler (music and ad-
ditional lyrics). Indeed, Schmuckler is a great 
catch for this lowish-rent gay holiday show, as 
he’s very much considered a rising star among 
young musical-theater authors. The songs not 
only are better than expected for this type of 
show, but better than they need to be, with 
Schmuckler very adept at Kander and Ebb-style 
vamps and tunes.
 The project is a family affair, with a number of 
About Face associate artists involved, beginning 
with Bradley, who not only conceived and co-

authored the show but also plays Liza Now, the 
present incarnation of a Liza presumably on the 
downside of “two much pills and liquor.” Brad-
ley is 10 times taller than Minelli with an even 
deeper voice, which only adds to the bespangled 
costume fun. Those very colorful outfits are the 
considerable work of Mieka ven der Ploeg and 
Robert S. Kuhn, and you will enjoy them a lot. 
Director Scott Ferguson also is an About Face 
associate artist, and he is reliably insouciant in 
his fast and sharp staging, which takes the cast 
literally all over the quasi-free-form configura-
tion of the Garage Theatre. He’s greatly assisted 
by the choreography of Patrick Andrews (another 
About Face associate), whose lock on Fosse-in-
spired gyrations is uncanny.
 The company also features Sean Blake in the, 
uh, mystical role of Mystique, kind of the Jacob 
Marley figure who summons the three Lizas, but 
also a witch of the most beautiful sort—in this 
case, tall, Black and in drag, as if Kinky Boots 
never had left town. With a powerful voice as 
well as moves, Blake stops the show with a 
big power number. Also displaying their wares 
to very good effect are Danielle Plisz as Liza 
Then and Dana Tretta as Ticklebottom’s sexu-
ally ambiguous and put-upon whipping “boy.” 
Schmuckler and Bradley have provided each of 
them with an effective number.
 So go do the LGBT thing this holiday season 
with a new show to compete with Rudolph the 
Red-Hosed Reindeer and The Santaland Diaries. 
If you like men in high heels and a witchy sort-
of vibe, this show’s for YOU! FYI: Pre-show live 
entertainment begins 45 minutes before curtain 
time, and there’s a bar.

DOUBLE REVIEW

Hannukatz 
The Musical!
Playwright: book and lyrics by
Terry Abrahamson, music by Michael Carlson
At: National Pastime Theatre at the 
Preston Bradley Arts Center, 
941 W. lawrence Ave.
Tickets: 773-327-7077; 
www.hannukatzthemusical.com; $25
runs through: Dec. 30 

A Klingon 
Christmas Carol
Playwright: Sasha Walloch & 
Christopher kidder-Mostrom
At: Commedia Beauregard at 
raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark St.
Tickets: 800-838-3006; 
www.cbtheatre.org; $20-$35
runs through: Dec. 30

By MAry SHeN BArNIDGe
 
No, this isn’t the one who sings “Memory,” nor 
the one in The Hat. Its author, Terry Abraham-
son, is a Grammy-winning songwriter/musician/
producer/playwright who lamented the absence 
of Hannukah pageants amid the glut of seasonal 
fa-la-las, leading harried parents to counsel 
their confused offspring in the fallacy that Han-
nukah is “the Jewish Christmas” (it isn’t). Thus 
was born the specter of Hannukatz, a rotund, 
hippie-clad, strat-strumming feline bringing the 
facts behind this misunderstood holiday to fami-
lies of all faiths.
 On this first night of the eight-day Festival of 
Lights, the Moskowitz household is not happy. 
Daddy’s latest invention—a fish-and-chicken 
processed meat, called “chish”—is not proving 
successful, causing his children to resent the 
scarcity of expensive gifts. After a visit from 
the furry pun-loving hepcat, however, the true 
meaning of this winter celebration is rediscov-
ered and a zoological miracle witnessed.
 Clocking in at a little over 60 minutes, this 
third time for the National Pastime production is 
its first in the spacious ballroom at the Preston 
Bradley Arts Center in Uptown, and while some 
adjustment is still needed—a live band and bet-
ter amplification come to mind—the cast’s exu-
berance is infectious as they zip through Shifra 
Werch’s jubilant dances and Abrahamson’s irrev-
erently eclectic score. Adults can enjoy the Shir-
ley Bassey-styled “When The Lights Go Out” and 
teens will happily join in the defiant “Hannukah 
Sucks,” only to both squirm during “Everybody 
Pees In Their Pants” (a guaranteed hit with the 
under-twelve set—trust me). 

                    *  *  *
The story of A Christmas Carol is universal, its 
message of error and redemption echoed in the 
folklore of every tribe the world over, but the 
universe got substantially bigger when Comme-
dia Beauregard, a theater company specializing 
in translated drama, proposed not only adapting 

Dickens’ immortal holiday fable to the alien cul-
ture referenced in the Star Trek science-fiction 
series, but performing it entirely in the artificial 
language springing from the popularity of the 
pop mythology engendered thereby. 
 The projected English subtitles (for the benefit 
of Terrans like us) are still in evidence for the 
production’s third revival, newly mounted on the 
Raven Theatre mainstage under the direction of 
Eric Van Tassell, but the room’s intimacy makes 
for less distance between the aural-visual narra-
tive and the literary text, enabling us to receive 
them almost simultaneously. Also decreasing 
any xenophobic response to the quasi-Slavic 
phonemes and martial orientation defining 
Klingon community values is the emotionally-
naturalistic delivery augmented by more of the 
actors’ faces being exposed beneath the charac-
ters’ distinctive scarred foreheads. 
 If the intergalactic sensibility necessary to 
bridge parochial barriers still elude you, recall 
that it wasn’t so long ago that Italian opera 
or African dance was, to many Americans, as 
strange and foreign as if from another planet.

THEATER REVIEW

The Other
Cinderella
Playwright: book by Jackie Taylor, 
music and lyrics by Michael Ward, 
Jackie Taylor and Herman Wheatley
At: Black ensemble Theatre, 
4450 N. Clark St.
Tickets: 773-769-4451; 
www.blackensembletheater.org; $55-$65
runs through: Jan. 13

By MAry SHeN BArNIDGe
 
If the new Black Ensemble playhouse at Clark 
and Sunnyside is the house that Jackie Tay-
lor built, its cornerstone was the smart, hip, 
home-grown 1976 adaptation of Charles Per-
rault’s classic poor-girl-makes-good fable. 
You won’t find any blonde babes, Ken-doll 
princes or cuddly rodents in this version, 
however: in the kingdom of “Other,” our hero-
ine lives in the projects with her domineering 
stepmother and preening stepsisters. Forced 
by her exploitive foster family to drop out of 
school, Cinderella has come to accept their 
low-potential assessment of her. 
 The royal family has its problems, too. The 
king and queen worry over their son’s attach-
ment to his boyhood friend—who’s gay. A 
pair of servants attracted to one another suf-
fer insecurities over the discrepancies in their 
skin pigmentation. The latest addition to the 
palace staff, a boy from the ‘hood, confronts 
hostility from his former peers. When the 
King proposes a party at the monarchic man-
sion, where the bachelor prince may find a 
bride among the eligible women invited, it 
takes the intervention of a Jamaican Fairy-
godmama to supply courage, confidence and 
proper presentation to our Cindy, whose in-
cognito appearance at the posh gala sets the 
plot in motion.
 You’d never guess this material’s age see-
ing the production making its debut in sump-
tuous new quarters, replete with turntable 
platforms, video projections, flying equip-
ment, shimmery costumes, and a sound sys-

tem every theater in town should hope Santa 
brings them. The score by Michael Ward, 
Herman Wheatley and Taylor herself might 
include a few songs recalling ‘70s luminar-
ies (Gladys Knight, the Fifth Dimension), but 
the “hoodies” contribute plenty of hip-hop 
action, thanks to Rueben Echoles’ intricate, 
down-front dance choreography. The cast is 
anchored by such BET regulars as Rhonda 
Preston, Dwight Neal, Dawn Bless and David 
Simmons, along with recent discoveries like 
Lisa Beasley, Raymond Wise, Ta-Tynisa Wilson 
and A’rese Emokpae, playing the irrepress-
ible Fairygodmama whose signature song 
“You Make The Wish” we will be humming for 
weeks afterward.
 Diversity, tolerance, self-empowerment, up-
ward mobility and independence are among 
the themes addressed in Taylor’s constant-
ly-evolving text (the potential sexism of 
the original story’s resolution is dismissed 
without skipping a beat). “All are welcome” 
declares the King—even an immigrant from 
Kansas named Dorothy, played by Erin O’Shea, 
is granted citizenship after passing the ap-
propriate tests—and that means you, too.

CRITICS’ PICKS

 Annie, Paramount Theatre, through Dec. 
30. Director Rachel Rockwell has staged a 
fine holiday production of the beloved 1977 
Broadway musical about a plucky orphan 
who sings of a better “Tomorrow.” Instead 
of flying to New York to see the current 
Broadway revival of Annie, head out instead 
to Aurora. SCM
 At the Flash, Pride Films and Plays at the 
Center on Halsted, through Dec. 16. Forty 
years in a gay bar with history unfolding 
outside are encapsulated in David Leeper’s 
cavalcade of gay refugees who sought only 
community but found the power to spark a 
social revolution. MSB
 A Christmas Carol, Goodman Theatre, 
through Dec. 29. As every reintroduction to 
Dickens’ immortal parable reveals hitherto-
overlooked discoveries, so does the Good-
man’s 35th-anniversary adaptation draw 
gasps of fresh recognition from loyal pil-
grims and first-timers alike. MSB
 Metamorphoses, Lookingglass Theatre, 
through Jan. 6; Mary Zimmerman’s adapta-
tion of myths old (mostly) and new remains 
a visual feast and a dream-like, sensual ex-
perience with a fine balance of humor, sen-
timent, sexiness and surprise. Add a show 
to your Boul Mich shopping. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

A klingon
Christmas Carol.
Photo courtesy of
Commedia
Beauregard

The other Cinderella. Photo from Cathy 
Taylor
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DOUBLE REVIEW

Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole 
Christmas! 
The Musical
Music: Mel Marvin; Book and 
lyrics: Timothy Mason
At: Cadillac Palace Theatre, 
151 W. randolph St.
Tickets: 800-775-2000; 
www.broadwayinchicago.com; $18-$55
runs through: Dec. 16

A Very Luna
Christmas
Playwrights: The ensemble with Paula 
ramirez and Abigail Vega
At: Teatro luna at luna Central, 
3914 N. Clark St.
Tickets: www.teatroluna.org; $20-$25
runs through: Jan. 6

By SCoTT C. MorGAN
 
Ask someone the definition of a “holiday family 
show,” and you might think of something like Dr. 
Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Mu-
sical, now making its Chicago debut at the Ca-
dillac Palace Theatre. But Teatro Luna producer 

Alexandra Meda introduced the final preview of A 
Very Luna Christmas at Luna Central as a “family 
show,” too.
 Let’s just say that the ages of your family 
members will dictate which of these two shows 
you choose to see. How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas is definitely aimed at families with young 
kids, while A Very Luna Christmas is aimed more 
for families with teens or older.
 Now Grinch will pique the curiosity of Chicago 
theatergoers since it has strong regional roots 
from its 1994 stage adaptation origins at The 
Children’s Theatre Company in Minneapolis and 
its later success at San Diego’s Old Globe Theatre 
(where it was directed by Tony Award-winner 
Jack O’Brien, no less). The musical has a suc-
cessful Broadway pedigree, too.
 This stage Grinch features upbeat new songs 
by composer Mel Marvin and playwright Timothy 
Mason, who have structured the show as a flash-
back from the perspective of the dog, Max (a 
beautifully voiced Bob Lauder as the aged one, 
and Seth Bazacas as his younger self). And to 
appease fans of the beloved 1966 Chuck Jones 
animated TV special version, Albert Hague’s 
songs like “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” and 
“Welcome Christmas” are interpolated in the 
production.
 Also impressive about this Grinch is its flashy 
and Seussian-scribbled production design and 
the sheer energy of the performers. But also very 
apparent is its hard-sell relentlessness that can 
become exhausting during its 90-minute run-
ning time.

 Just watch the performance of Stefan Karl 
in the title role. He’s an amazing physical per-
former, knowing how to modulate his limbs and 
growling voice to great effect. But it’s all calcu-
lated and rarely spontaneous, just like the rest 
of the manufactured show around him.
 If Grinch can sometimes feel too hyped-up, 
then A Very Luna Christmas is way too under-
cooked. Teatro Luna is celebrated for creat-
ing smart and incisive revues of monologues, 
sketches and songs to tackle Latina issues, but 
A Very Luna Christmas comes up short as a fam-
ily drama.

 A Very Luna Christmas skimps on believable 
characters, age-appropriate actors and a satis-
fying dramatic arc to its depiction of a Latina 
family gathering. Directors Paula Ramirez and 
Abigail Vega really should have brought aboard 
a playwright to whip the show into shape from 
its cast-devised origins, because the script feels 
like it’s in workshop phase.
 At least A Very Luna Christmas is inclusive, 
with a lesbian couple in its family mix, but that 
isn’t enough to warrant a recommendation. So 
choose your holiday family shows wisely. 

 Drury Lane Theatre had to delay its opening night 
of Singin’ in the rain when original star Sean Palmer 
had to pull out of the production due to injury. So now 
Broadway veteran Tony Yazbeck has assumed the role 
of Don Lockwood in this screen-to-stage adaptation 
of the classic 1950s movie musical about the 1920s 
Hollywood transition of silent movies to “the talkies.” 
Singin’ in the Rain continues through Jan. 13 at Drury 
Lane Theatre, 100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace. Per-
formances are 1:30 p.m. Wednesdays; 1:30 and at 8 
p.m. Thursdays; 8:30 p.m. Fridays; 5 and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturdays; and 2 and 6 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $35-
$46 with lunch and dinner packages also available; call 
630-530-0111 or visit www.drurylaneoakbrook.com. 
Photo of Yazbeck courtesy of Drury Lane Theatre

SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical. Photo courtesy of Broadway in Chicago

‘Tapman’ to run
in Skokie in Jan.
 TapMan Productions, LLC begins its inaugu-
ral season with TapMan: Origin, performing 
Jan. 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. at Gorilla 
Tango’s newly renovated Skokie Theater, 7924 
N. Lincoln Ave., Skokie.
 After consuming a secret formula to impress 
a girl in his dance class, a lovelorn scientist 
gains super-tap-dancing powers that he uses 
to fight crime as his alter-ego, TapMan. 
 Tickets are $15; visit www.GorillaTango.com 
or call 847-677-7761.

Language creator to
attend ‘Klingon’
 Theater company Commedia Beauregard 
has announced that Dr. Marc Okrand, creator 
of the Klingon language, will be attending 

the Saturday, Dec. 15, showing of A Klingon 
Christmas Carol at Raven Theatre at 4 p.m.
 Okrand, a philologist, is recognized for his 
work with Native American languages as well 
as his work with the first closed-captioning 
system for hearing-impaired viewers. “Klin-
gon” will run every Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday through Dec. 30.
 Tickets are $20-$28; see www.CBTheatre.org 
or call 800-838-3006.

‘Ho-Ho-Holy Night’
through Dec. 27
 Mother Superior’s Ho-Ho-Holy Night, by 
Vicki Quade, will run for a fourth holiday sea-
son to the Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. Hal-
sted St. The production runs through Dec. 27 
on Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $30 each; call 312-988-9000 or 
visit www.ticketmaster.com.

WORLD PREMIERE

by SUSAN FELDER
directed by WILLIAM BROWN“A truly extraordinary 

experience”  — WBEZ

“Brilliantly performed  
and thought provoking”  
 — Stage and Cinema

615 W. Wellington Ave. (at Broadway) 
in Chicago’s Lakeview East neighborhood

773.281.8463 | timelinetheatre.com
     

$5 OFF
regular-price tickets when you use code 
“WINDY5”

KINSEY SICKS
“Oy Vey in a Manger”

DEC. 20
7PM
10PM

America’s Favorite Dragapella Beaut�shop Quar�et

http://www.timelinetheatre.com
http://www.maynestage.com
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The Hobbit;
film notes
The thing that’s been on everyone’s mind when 
it comes to The Hobbit: An unexpected Jour-
ney, of course, is, “How does it look?” Ever since 
director Peter Jackson trumpeted the fact that 
he was shooting the three-part epic in a never-
before-seen upgrade of the standard frame ratio 
(from 24 to 48 frames per second), the curiosity 
about the process has been intense. Jackson and 
his team have touted a film experience so visu-
ally elevated (in 3D, no less) that one expected 
nothing less than a visual epiphany—something 
akin, no doubt, to the wonders that greeted Ray 
Milland in The Man with the X-Ray Eyes.
 So how does it look? Like a TV soap opera shot 
on video and broadcast on an HD TV—a combi-
nation of one of those BBC cheapo Masterpiece 
Theatre miniseries and Dr. Who with a zillion-

dollar budget. The clarity, as it turns out, is too 
real for its own good, and the lack of diffusion 
and the ability to distance oneself or to get any 
relief from the super-sharp focus have a discon-
certing effect (to say the least) that is a fiasco. 
The mood and mystery of Middle-earth is gone.
 “What is this, CBC Playhouse 90?” a friend of 
mine whispered snidely at the sneak preview—
not a bad assessment of the process. One has 
plenty of time to mentally grouse about it and 
think of even more comparisons as Jackson 
(along with his usual script collaborators, wife 
Fran Walsh and Philippa Boyens) takes a really, 

really long time to get things going. The story 
couldn’t be simpler: Bilbo Baggins (the winning 
Martin Freeman), the hobbit of the title, is co-
erced into joining a band of dwarves and the 
wizard Gandalf the Grey (the openly gay actor 
Ian McKellan having a hammy good time) in an 
attempt to reclaim long lost treasure (and their 
homeland), slaying the dragon Smaug, who stole 
it from them, in the process. Bilbo, a contented 
bachelor, has lived quietly in the bucolic Shire 
countryside in his well-stocked hobbit hole, ea-
gerly downing six meals a day and practicing 
fancy smoke rings on his elongated pipe—and 
he wants nothing to do with this adventure.
 Nevertheless, in spite of himself, Bilbo is 
drawn into the adventure and soon, due to his 
wee size and his newly found courage, becomes 

an unintended ally for the band of merry men. 
As the journey progresses we get the backstory 
of how the dwarves lost their fortune and much 
else that hints at the events covered in the Lord 
of the Rings trilogy. (The Hobbit takes place 
60 years prior.) Bilbo recalls the journey as he 
writes about it for his beloved nephew Frodo 
(Elijah Wood, in a cameo) and, every once in a 
while, the tale transports you. 
 There are glorious wide shots of the Shire 
in full bloom; breathtaking shots of an un-
derground kingdom presided over by a vicious 
gnome king (voiced by Barry Humphries aka 
Dame Edna); a treacherous, fun moment when 
mountainous rocky formations battle it out for 
dominance; and several thrilling chase sequenc-

es. Best is when the ragtag group reaches Riven-
dale, home of the graceful elves (Hugo Weaving 
returns as Elrond, their leader); and a private 
meeting between Gandalf, his mentor Saruman 
(Christopher Lee) and the ethereal elf queen 
(Cate Blanchett). There’s also a reappearance 
of the tragic but oddly endearing Gollum (Andy 
Serkis) and his beloved “precious” ring.
 Yet each time you are about to fall for the 
expertly detailed fantasy world, that damn high 
aspect ratio announces itself like an unwanted 
party guest and the mood is once again shat-
tered. Really, I have never so palpably felt 
displeasure at a supposed technical advance. 
Instead of enhancing the experience of Middle-
earth and a greatly anticipated return to it, 
Jackson’s movie throws into question your de-
sire to be there altogether. Did he not take a 
look at some test footage before continuing to 
shoot? Couldn’t he see how poorly it translated 
to the big screen?
 All my vitriol about Jackson’s folly (that is 
surely what it is), though, is matched when the 
writer-director makes another tactical error—
the gargantuan length of the picture. Jackson 
has skipped right over the theatrical version and 
gone right to the fan geek director’s cut that 
includes all the extraneous stuff and the scenes 
that should’ve stayed in the edit bin. Even the 
most diehard Tolkien fans may have trouble with 
the movie’s greatly padded three-hour running 
time.
 By cutting down the film’s lackadaisical open-
ing section and reverting to a standard frame 
ratio, Jackson may yet achieve what Tolkien fans 
have eagerly awaited—a return to Middle-earth 
that lives up to the hype. The Hobbit: An Unex-
pected Journey is that rare cinema case where 
less—much less—is definitely going to be more. 
Here’s hoping Jackson’s love affair with technol-
ogy (something he shares with James Cameron) 
shifts back to his real strength—good old-fash-
ioned storytelling—and that he has the courage 
to edit down the film.
 It’s a director’s cut worth anticipating.

Film notes:
 —Tennessee-born artist Wayne White, who 
created much of the look and oddball, child-
like characters for Pee Wee’s Playhouse (he also 
voiced several of them), has had a decidedly 
eclectic artistic career. From helming videos for 
Peter Gabriel and Smashing Pumpkins to a raft 
of humorous performance-art pieces—with some 
banjo-plucking tossed in for good measure —
White has dipped his creative hand in many ar-
eas. He’s profiled in Neil Berkeley’s documentary 
Beauty Is embarrassing, which is having its 
Chicago premiere at the Gene Siskel Film Center, 
164 N. State St., on Friday, Dec. 14, at 6 p.m. 
The artist, who resides in Los Angeles, will be 
present via Skype for a post-screening discus-
sion hosted by Ain’t It Cool News’ Steve Prokopy 
(aka “Capone”). The film plays through Thurs-
day, Dec. 20. www.siskelfilmcenter.com
 —The Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave., has added a new holiday double-feature 
to its schedule that tickles the funny bone: On 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, it will present what it’s ap-
propriately titling A Bob Clark Christmas, fea-
turing the late director’s two holiday set films: 
1983’s hilarious classic A Christmas Story (at 
5:30 and 7:30 p.m.) and the infamous, 1974 
slasher pic Black Christmas (at 9:30 p.m.). The 
former, based on the charming, insightful stories 
of humorist Jean Shepard is filled with one glo-
riously delightful sequence after another while 
the latter—in which a demented killer stalks 
a group of comely sorority co-eds during the 
holidays—is a much better film than its descrip-
tion would suggest. (For one thing, it is much 
less violent.) The historic theater’s 29th annual 
double presentation of It’s a Wonderful Life and 
White Christmas, with live holiday sing-a-long 
with Dennis Scott at the organ, screens Dec. 14-
24. www.musicboxtheatre.com
 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.
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Above: Sir Ian Mckellen in The Hobbit: An unexpected Journey. Below: Gollum, whom Andy 
Serkis portrays. Photos by James Fisher

CULTURE CLUB

PURCHASE EARLY FOR BEST PRICES!

THE
LETTERS

BY JOHN W. LOWELL 
DIRECTED BY KIMBERLY SENIOR

FEATURING KATE FRY AND MARK L. MONTGOMERY

Performed at 664 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe

NOW PLAYING!
MINUTES FROM CHICAGO ON 
THE EDENS OR THE METRA!

WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG I 847-242-6000
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         ELUSIVE...

Pictured: Mark L. Montgomery and Kate Fry. Photo by Michael Brosilow.
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By rICHArD kNIGHT, Jr.

Queer movie fans, along with the rest of the 
world, are awaiting the imminent arrival of The 
Hobbit, opening this weekend, and before the 
month is out there will be Les Miserables, Guilt 
Trip and Parental Guidance—the latter two star-
ring a couple of our faves, Barbra and Bette—as 
well as a flurry of other year-end award con-
tenders. Although none of these films is queer-
themed, per se (though I have my suspicions 
about a certain Bilbo Baggins), fear not, lots 
of movies and DVDs coming up will take up the 
slack. A few things to anticipate as the winter 
chill sets in:

January
 Any Day Now (Jan. 4)—the custody-battle 
drama set in the 1970s and based on a true 
story, with Alan Cumming (in a highly touted 
performance) and Garrett Dillahunt as his part-
ner—arrives in Chicago at the Music Box Theatre 
the first of the year. Look for my review and Q&A 
with Cumming in the Jan. 2 issue of WCT.
 Maggie Smith, Tom Courtney, Pauline Collins 
and Billy Connolly are the four retired opera 
singers headlining Dustin Hoffman’s directorial 
debut, Quartet (Jan. 11), which looks to be this 
year’s Best Exotic Marigold Hotel and should suf-
fice until season three of Downton Abbey arrives 
later in the month.
 Chris Colfer, the openly gay star of TV’s Glee, 
stars in his screenplay for the black teen com-
edy Struck By lightning (Jan. 12), about a 
backstabbing, blackmailing literary geek who re-
counts his wicked deeds from beyond the grave. 
It sounds like a millennial edition of Heathers, 

and it’s from out director Brian Dannelly, who 
helmed the hilarious Christian teen comedy 
Saved! in 2004.
 The fantasy-action thriller with the campy ti-
tle, Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters (Jan. 25), 
starring Jeremy Renner and Gemma Atherton, 
arrives in theaters after being held from release 
for almost a year—and the wait looks worth it.
 The Sundance Film Festival (Jan. 17-27) has 
announced a number of titles with queer themes 
and/or directors that include kill your Darlings 
(Daniel Radcliffe as gay poet Allen Ginsburg), 
Interior.leather Bar, (James Franco’s reimag-
ined version of the controversial 1980 gay thrill-
er Cruising) and lovelace (out directors Rob Ep-
stein and Jeffrey Friedman’s biopic of porn star 
Linda Lovelace, their follow-up to Howl).
 Lots of queer-themed DVDs in January: Fare-
well My Queen, About Cherry (both Jan. 15), 
The Wise kids, Jack & Diane, Bear City (all 
Jan. 18), out director Lee Daniels’ The Paperboy 
and Ira Sachs’ keep the lights on both arrive 
Jan. 22

February
 More fairy-tale fantasy: A Single Man’s sexy 
sensation Nicholas Hoult stars in Warm Bodies 
(Feb. 1), a zombie comedy based on the graphic 
novel.
 The Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport 
Ave., is showing the Belgian gay-themed com-
ing-of-age romantic drama North Sea Texas 
(Feb. 15), which was well received on the festi-
val circuit.
 The 85th Academy Awards—aka known as 
the gay man’s national holiday—will be present-
ed Sunday, Feb. 24, with Family Guy creator Seth 

MacFarlane hosting for the first time. MacFar-
lane is coming off a hit film debut, Ted (the one 
about the foul-mouthed teddy bear), and as the 
young hipster’s delight, the hope that he’ll bring 
in the coveted young demographic to increase 
ratings had to have been part of the decision to 
hire him. He’s joined by longtime out producers 
Neil Meron and Craig Zadan, who are also making 
their production debut with the show. And here’s 
my (annual) official shout-out to the Academy 
to give Doris Day an honorary Oscar already.
 A 40th-anniversary edition of Cabaret starring 
Liza Minnelli in her Oscar-winning performance 
arrives on Blu-ray Feb. 5, while Barbra Strei-
sand’s 1976 version of A Star Is Born is out on 
Blu-ray the same day.

March
 More Nicholas Hoult: The young hottie stars 
in yet another fantasy-action thriller—this one 
based on Jack & the Beanstalk titled Jack the 
Giant Slayer (March 1). With Ewan McGregor, 

Stanley Tucci and Bill Nighy co-starring, it cer-
tainly looks promising enough.
 Yet another dark fairy tale: James Franco stars 
in oz the Great and Powerful (March 8), the 
first of several Wizard of Oz-related films in the 
works. This big-budget version from director 
Sam Raimi (Spiderman and the Evil Dead series) 
co-stars Michelle Williams, Rachel Weisz and 
Mila Kunis.
 Oh no, they didn’t: Oh yes, they did—out di-
rector Kimberly Pierce (Boys Don’t Cry) takes 
on the challenge of creating a new film version 
of Stephen King’s telekinetic teenager Carrie 
(March 15), who gets revenge on her dirty-deal-
ing classmates at the most memorable prom of 
all time. Chloe Grace Moretz and Julianne Moore 
fill in for Sissy Spacek and Piper Laurie, respec-
tively, who were both Oscar-nominated for their 
performances as the put-upon frog princess and 
her religious freak mother in Brian DePalma’s 
masterful 1976 original. 

Winter queer
movie preview

Garret Dillahunt (left) and Alan Cumming in Any Day Now.

http://www.joffrey.org/nut
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By DAVID ByrNe

The other day my friend mentioned that the 
movie The Bodyguard is 20 years old. The late 
Whitney Houston’s voice from this period re-
mains one of the best. I immediately associ-

ate The Bodyguard soundtrack with Madonna’s 
Erotica, since I bought both CDs on the same 
shopping trip while living in the suburbs of New 
York City. The more I dwelled on that year, the 
more relevance it had musically for me. So much 
transpired that year; I started DJing, went to 
my first gay club and bought my first CD player. 
 In 1992, I entered a Catholic university with 
a music collection that sorely differed from the 
other boys. My joke at the time was that every 
boy had Pearl Jam’s Ten and every girl had Billy 
Joel’s Greatest Hits. Grunge was becoming in-
creasingly mainstream. I had a radio show on 
campus that played alternative, but not the 
predictable material that seeped into Top 40 
radio or MTV. I’d spin anything from Meryn Ca-
dell’s “The Sweater” to They Might Be Giants and 
Transvision Vamp, yet manage to sneak in club 
music alongside my ’80s jams. I quickly became 
sick of U2, Pearl Jam, Nirvana and even airplay 
darlings like Mariah Carey and Boyz II Men. 
R.E.M. redeemed itself with Automatic for the 
People.
 While overseas that spring, I bought Annie 

Lennox’s Diva on cassette since it would not be 
out in the United States for weeks. My Walk-
man’s batteries died, so I studied the lyrics to 
anticipate hearing “Why” playing on the radio. 
This album ranks among my favorites of all time. 
“Cold,” “Money Can’t Buy It” and “Little Bird” 
are featured in Demi Moore’s film Striptease. 
Later in 1992, Lennox’s contribution to Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula—“Love Song for a Vampire”—
marks one of her finest moments in songwriting. 
During this trip, I remember being moved while 
watching The Freddie Mercury Tribute Concert on 
TV. Lennox, David Bowie, George Michael, Lisa 
Stansfield and Seal stole the show. 
 On June 25, although underaged, I went to my 
first gay club when The Roxy hosted Deee-Lite’s 
release party for the sophomore outing Infinity 
Within. Deee-Lite did not have another pop hit, 
but this album has great club tracks like “Heart 
Be Still” and “Electric Shock.” Others that I 
overplayed despite being considered commercial 
disappointments were Roxette’s Tourism, INXS’s 
Welcome to Wherever You Are and Cathy Dennis’ 
Into the Skyline. 
 When reading Deee-Lite’s fan-club newslet-
ters, I was awestruck by RuPaul’s look and mis-
takenly thinking that her name was pronounced 
“Are You Paul.” RuPaul released the crossover 
single “Supermodel (You Better Work)” and her 

future co-host Michelle Visage was onto her sec-
ond band S.O.U.L. S.Y.S.T.E.M. with the breakout 
“It’s Gonna Be a Lovely Day” in 1992. Unfor-
tunately, Visage’s group would never come out 
with a proper album. 
 Sinead O’Connor and Madonna competed in 
attracting headlines. (The likes of Lady Gaga 
studied this tactic well.) While on Saturday 
Night Live promoting her standards album Am I 
Not Your Girl, O’Connor infamously ripped up a 
photo of the Pope John Paul II in reaction to the 
Church covering up sex-abuse scandals overseas, 
an issue that would not be publicized stateside 
for years to come. Sadly, this overshadowed the 
beauty in her music and led to a severe back-
lash. 
 Madonna scored a chart-topper with the bal-
lad “This Used to Be My Playground” from the 
women’s baseball movie A League of Their Own. 
She then went into media-blitz mode by issu-
ing the coffee-table book Sex, the Basic Instinct 
knock-off Body of Evidence and the scorching 
hot dance-oriented album Erotica. 
 Mary J. Blige made a splash with “Real Love” 
from the Sean Combs-produced debut What’s the 
411. Blige, Toni Braxton and TLC would be over-
looked for nominations for the Best New Artist 
Grammy. Arrested Development ultimately would 
win this award for the class of ’92. 
 There were many artists who defied genres 
that broke into the Top 40. I still cherish some 
of these underdogs like Tasmin Archer, Sophie 
B. Hawkins, Shakespears Sister, Stereo MC’s and 
Sunscreem.
 In a day when videos got more focus than re-
ality programming on MTV and VH-1, the year’s 
most stylish videos were “November Rain” by 
Guns N’ Roses and “Too Funky” by George Mi-
chael. 
 Certified 17 times platinum, The Bodyguard 
overshadowed all other soundtracks. PM Dawn 
melted my heart with “I’d Die without You” from 
the movie Boomerang. The set also had Braxton 
singing “Love Shoulda Brought You Home” when 
Anita Baker was unable to record it. One of the 
highlights of Batman Returns outside Michelle 
Pfeiffer’s Catwoman costume was “Face to Face,” 
by Siouxsie and the Banshees. 
 When I saw The Crying Game, I chuckled when 
an illusionist performed “I Only Want to Be with 
You.” This track was made famous by Dusty 
Springfield and later redone by many like Len-
nox’s former outfit The Tourists, The Flirts and 
Samantha Fox. The new material on soundtrack 
was produced flawlessly by Pet Shop Boys. Boy 
George made a comeback with the cover of the 
title track. 
 Wedding receptions and office parties still rel-
ish camp classics from 20 years ago like “I’m Too 
Sexy” by Right Said Fred and “Baby Got Back” 
by Sir-Mix-a-Lot. The year also had definitive 
prom songs with “These Are the Days” by 10,000 
Maniacs, “Save the Best for Last” by Vanessa 
Williams and, of course, Houston’s iconic “I Will 
Always Love You.” 

WINTER MUSIC SPECIAL

Twenty years ago

A HOLIDAY MOVIE FOR ALL OF US

scroogeandmarleymovie.com

Playing at the Gene Siskel Film Center
164 N. State Street, Chicago, IL | http://www.siskelfilmcenter.org

´ Friday, Dec. 21 | 8:15 p.m.  Pre-show holiday sing-a-long with Becca Kaufman & Dick O’Day!
´ Saturday, Dec. 22 | 7:45 p.m.  Pre-show holiday sing-a-long with Rusty Schwimmer & Dick O’Day! 
´ Thursday, Dec. 27 | 7:45 p.m.  Free Scrooge & Marley posters to the first 50 people at every show!

´ A sweet and distinctive spin on a holiday standard.´ 
Alonso Duralde, author, “Have Yourself a Movie Little Christmas”

´This touching and clever Carol is sure to 
be a queer Christmas classic!´

Mike Wood, Instinct magazine

´This Christmas Carol will gayly ring in 
the Holidays and so it should!´ 

Janet Davies, ABC-7 News

http://www.scroogeandmarleymovie.com


By Jerry NuNN

Rock group BETTY hails from New York, but its 
first big break was actually in Washington, D.C. 
The same three original members are still in the 
group since the original group in 1987 com-
posed of sisters Amy and Elizabeth Ziff, along 
with Alyson Palmer—later expanding to include 
Tony Salvatore and Mino Gori. 
 Not only have the members made many albums 
over the years but their appearance in shows like 
The L Word and Weeds have pushed their career 
over the top. 
 They starred in their own off-Broadway show 
called BETTY RULES directed by Rent’s Michael 
Greif. Recently BETTY was featured on the 
Scrooge & Marley soundtrack with the holiday 
song “Dreidel Jingle Fiasco.”
 Nunn nabbed Amy Ziff before the gang took 
off to Argentina to hear about the upcoming fes-
tive show in Chicago and to reflect on a 27-year 
career. 
 Windy City Times: Hi, Amy. Are you packing 
your bags for Argentina?
 Amy Ziff: Yes. I have a million things to do but 
I have some time to talk to you so let’s get at it!
 WCT: you are heading to Chicago after this 
trip to do a Christmas show at the City Win-
ery. I just saw Susanna Hoffs from The Ban-
gles perform there and it is a great venue. 
 AZ: It is the first time we have played there 
and it is a new space. We haven’t been back to 
Chicago in a while so we are hoping to really get 
the word out and get some people that we love 
out there. 
 WCT: What Christmas songs are you per-
forming?
 AZ: Holiday shows with a twist like “Happy 
Holidays” and “Miracles Can Happen.” Some 
tongue in cheek, some twisted and some cathar-
tic. Hopefully you will run the whole gamut of 
emotions at this holiday show. I hope people 
leave feeling inspired and making new love con-
nections all around the board.
 WCT: I am guessing lots of banter from the 
group.
 AZ: Who knows what happens at one of our 
shows? We have some new songs and some old 
songs that are on our holiday CD called Snowbiz 
with songs like “Xmas Ain’t Coming This Year” 
and “Holiday Office Party.” We might just pen 
something especially for Chicago. This will be a 
fun night. Will you be there?
 WCT: of course. I ran into you in Provinc-
etown when I was writing that travel story at 
that pizza place!
 AZ: We were up at the bar, right?
 WCT: yes.
 AZ: That was fun! 
 WCT: Do you play there pretty regularly?
 AZ: No, what happened was I did a one-woman 
show there two years ago in the summer. It was 
during Women’s Week and that was really fun. 
BETTY came back to do a series of shows but we 
haven’t been back for a while. I like to go in the 
summer but we have been touring Europe, usu-
ally. I hope we get back there this year for sure 
because it is such a unique experience.

 One time we played with Debbie Harry for 
a benefit. It was just a magical Provincetown 
night where all the drag queens were supper 
sparkly. Everyone had a smile on their face [as] 
we went from one party to another. 
 WCT: I heard you just did a benefit for [sur-
vivors of] Hurricane Sandy. 
 AZ: We did a couple of those. Last night we 
did a concert for Out for Change with many LGBT 
activists. It was great to see people that have 
been out on the front lines for a long time. It 
was a whole day of symposium. John Waters 
talked and then we performed. 
 WCT: you have been a big supporter of 
Windy City Times in the past by playing our 
anniversary party. I was even your server at 
Weber Grill when you ate dinner in town.
 AZ: Were we horrible to you and left nothing 
for a tip?
 WCT: [Laughs] No, you were a good tipper 
but only drank hot tea to protect your voice. 
In Argentina, are you going to have meat over 

there? Are you a vegetarian?
 AZ: I have been a vegetarian for a while but I 
usually eat everything so I am going to eat the 
meat over there. When in Rome, you have to. 
 WCT: There is a whole strip of restaurants in 
recoleta, Buenos Aires, that you have to try.
 AZ: I am so there!
 WCT: I read you have been performing for 
27 years.

 

AZ: That is crazy. That must be a mistake. What 
independent band stays together for that long?
 WCT: Did you ever think that you would do 
this that long?
 AZ: I don’t think you think that way when you 
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Rockin’ around the
Christmas tree with BETTY

turn to page 29

From left: elizabeth Ziff, Alyson Palmer and Amy Ziff of BeTTy. Publicity photo

A HOLIDAY MOVIE FOR ALL OF US

Available from Amazon.com and Women & Children First Bookstore

scroogeandmarleymovie.com

´This Christmas Carol will gayly ring 
in the Holidays and so it should!´ 

Janet Davies, ABC-7 News

´This touching and clever Carol is 
sure to be a queer Christmas classic!´

Mike Wood, Instinct magazine

´ A sweet and distinctive spin on  
a holiday standard.´ 

Alonso Duralde, author,  
“Have Yourself a Movie Little Christmas”

http://www.scroogeandmarleymovie.com
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By Jerry NuNN

Clay Aiken broke out into the world of music and 
television on the second season of American 
Idol. His first release, Measure of a Man, sold 
more copies in its first week than Madonna and 
Beyonce’s debut albums combined.
 He wrote a best-selling book Learning to Sing: 
Hearing the Music in Your Life and released Mer-
ry Christmas With Love in the same week. 
 Aiken caught the acting bug on Drop Dead 
Diva and headed to Broadway in Monty Python’s 
Spamalot. 
 Steadfast is his most recent album, being re-

leased this year and coinciding with his appear-
ance on Celebrity Apprentice, where he finished 
second.
 Nunn tracked him down to chat a bit about his 
current projects and upcoming show.
 Windy City Times: Hey, Clay. Are you out on 
tour?
 Clay Aiken: I am. I’m in New York right now.
 WCT: This is a holiday tour?
 CA: Yes, this is our Joyful Noise tour. This is 
the fifth incarnation of that. We have done it 
several times over the years. This is a new gen-
eration of the same theme we’ve had in the past. 
 WCT: So a lot of Christmas songs?
 CA: It is all holiday. We tried to put songs like 
“Invisible” in, and it just doesn’t make sense to 
sing that and “Oh Holy Night” and “Away In a 
Manger” in the same set.
 WCT: Fans of the album Steadfast won’t hear 
much of that then…
 CA: Fans of Steadfast will get the same type 

of sound. That particular album, Tried and True, 
was a full orchestra big-band type of show. We 
do this particular show with a full orchestra. 
The reason I did Tried and True, which later was 
called Steadfast, was because I like that type of 
orchestra sound and it’s where I love to be. 
 The Christmas music is in that same space for 
my voice, at least. It is not me trying to be cool 
and hip and sing Justin Bieber-y type songs. 
It is me singing what works for my voice and 
the style. I was born 20 years too late in some 
regards. If I had been born 20 years earlier I 
would have been able to sing in the ‘60s and 
‘70s. Christmas music stays timeless in that way.

 WCT: Were you raised on a lot of standards?
 CA: Oh, yeah; my mom had that stuff playing 
all the time. She used to sing so it is in my blood 
somewhere. 
 WCT: Did you have a musical background 
growing up?
 CA: No, not really. My mom and my uncle 
sang a little bit but never around the family or 
anything. I think when you are a kid and want 
to sing around people at four years old people 
think that is exciting. Even though you might 
not be that good, you are encouraged to do it. 
I was encouraged because I was willing to do 
it then I fell in love with it. That’s how it hap-
pened. 
 WCT: you fell into being a contestant on 
American Idol?
 CA: Pretty much. I was nagged into doing it. 
Someone told me that I needed to go so I went 
and got cut the first day. I thought, “Well, shit! 
I ain’t gonna get cut like this! I might not be 

the best in the country but I am certainly better 
than these fools that made it through on the 
first day.” I went back the next week and tried 
again in Atlanta. 
 WCT: It must be fun looking back at some of 
those episodes. 
 CA: I look back with binoculars. It has been so 
long ago I can barely remember it.
 WCT: What do you think about this new 
Idol? It looks like a different ballgame now.
 CA: I haven’t watched it since 2005. It has 
been a long time since I’ve seen the show. So I 
don’t know too much about it.
 WCT: I enjoyed watching you on Celebrity 
Apprentice and you almost won.
 CA: I need a T-shirt that says “Almost Won!” 
That has been my lot in life. It should have been 
fun to watch because we gave you enough dra-
ma. 
 WCT: You have been involved with so many 
fundraising organizations. What ones are work-
ing with currently?
 CA: I do what I can. I am focused the most on 
the National Inclusion Project, which is what I 
played for on Apprentice. It is an organization 
that I started to include kids with disabilities 
into programs for kids without disabilities. I’ve 
been an ambassador for UNICEF since 2004. I 
have also done some work with GLSEN (Gay, Les-
bian and Straight Education Network) and orga-
nizations that have tried to stop bullying with 
LGBT youth in schools.
 WCT: Were you bullied when you were 
younger?
 CA: Believe it or not, I really wasn’t. I am just 
ripe for being bullied. I am the most bully-able 
person you will ever meet. I’m red headed, gay, 
skinny and pale, which should have made me 
bullied all the time. But I found something that 
I loved and was passionate about. I sang all the 
time and had something I could focus my ener-
gies on. So that helped me a little bit. 
Now I have been bullied as an adult a lot, but 
as a teenager I didn’t have too much trouble 
with it. 
 WCT: What took you so long to come out 
of the closet? Were you worried about your 
career?
 CA: I kind of take offense to the “what took 
you so long” question, to be quite honest, be-
cause I think LGBT people need to stop worry-
ing about what other people do. Every individual 
who is gay has an individual path. They take a 
certain time to come out. I came out to my fam-
ily and friends five years before I was encour-
aged to do it publicly. Had I had my own way I 
would never have told anybody because it was 
really nobody’s damn business! Nobody else has 
to come out publicly. 
 I think that gay men and women who have 
come out have a false impression that since 
they came out it is easy for other people. It is 
an individual journey for every single person. I 
have to watch myself now that I am out to make 
sure I don’t say, “Since I did it, Lance Bass, Neil 
Patrick Harris, and Ricky Martin all did it, then 
everyone should do it.” That’s bullshit. Every 
single person has personal reasons for making 
the decisions that they make. Coming out is 100 
percent a personal journey. It’s not done for the 
benefit of anybody else at all. I didn’t come out 
for anybody else. I had to work through my own 
issues with my family and the people around me. 
 WCT: How is your son, Parker, doing by the 
way?
 CA: He’s doing well, thank you.
 WCT: Do you want to do more Broadway 
shows like Monty Python’s Spamalot?

 CA: I enjoyed it a lot. I didn’t expect to enjoy 
it as much as I did. But I did; I kind of fell in 
love with it. I don’t have any plans to do it right 
now but would love to at some point, only if I 
got to sing. I didn’t get to sing in the last one. 
That was not a singing show. There are not many 
shows for guys to sing with so many being for 
women. Instead of doing one for the sake of do-
ing one then I will wait for the right one. 
 WCT: your fellow American Idol competi-
tor kimberley locke is playing at a gay bar 
named roscoe’s three days after your show in 
Chicago. 
 CA: Is she? She has carved out quite the niche 
for herself. She has an incredible voice—no 
question about it. 
 WCT: What are you doing after the tour?
 CA: We are going to take a break. Doing a tour 
takes so much more than actually going out 
singing. It has been several months in the mak-
ing so things we were planning on doing we had 
to put on hold for the tour. I don’t have time to 
talk much with my manager because of the show. 
I am sure we will just reassess in January to see 
what is going on and possible, and take it from 
there. 
 WCT: I look forward to hearing “Mary Did 
you know” at the show.
 CA: Oh good, and thank you!
 Clay Aiken rings in the holiday hits at The 
Arcada Theatre, 105 e. Main St., St. Charles, 
on Dec. 15. Tickets may be purchased at www.
clayaiken.com or www.oshows.com.

NUNN ON ONE:
WINTER MUSIC SPECIAL

Clay Aiken talks ‘Idol,’
holiday standards

Clay Aiken. Publicity photo

Queer film 
festival’s ball
Dec. 29
 There will be a masquerade ball to sup-
port the Little Queer Film Festival Satur-
day, Dec. 29, at 9 p.m. at Blokes and Birds, 
3343 N. Clark St. 
 The Hoover-Leppen Theater at the Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St., will host 
the film festival Feb. 2-3, 2013.
 Tickets for the ball are $35; see LQFFMas-
querade.brownpapertickets.com. (Cocktail 
attire is recommended.) For more info, 
email jeanette@littlequeerfilmfest.org.

Kathy Griffin has 
new season, 
TV special
 Bravo Media will premiere an all-new 
season of Kathy—the weekly prime-time 
talk show that Emmy award winner Kathy 
Griffin hosts—on Thursday, Jan. 10.
 Also, after a recent nomination and loss 
in the Outstanding Variety Special catego-
ry, Kathy has appropriately named her next 
stand-up special “Kathy Griffin: Kennedie 
Center On-Hers” premiering Thursday, Jan. 
3. In this new comedy special, Griffin will 
discuss her very uniquely inappropriate en-
counters with everyone from Miley Cyrus to 
Celine Dion while bringing viewers up to 
date on “The Real Couples Therapy Beyond 
Scared Housewives.”

Gay couple wins
‘Amazing Race’
 Gay couple Josh Kilmer-Purcell, 43, and 
Brent Ridge, 38—formerly known as The 
Fabulous Beekman Boys because they 
starred in their own reality series for two 
seasons on Discovery’s Planet Green—won 
the latest edition of CBS’ The Amazing 
Race, according to USA Today.
 Kilmer-Purcell and Ridge are not the first 
gay couple to win. Reichen Lehmkuhl and 
Chip Arndt won in 2003.



first start out. It really is a family—a dysfunc-
tional family, I must say. I have my baby sister 
in the band and Alyson, who is like my sister 
at this point. We are all so close and we have 
almost every holiday and birthday together. We 
are godmothers together with Alyson and Tony’s 
children. Our politics are the same and we are 
passionate about the same things. 
 We want to make a difference and a change 
for the better. The band has united us just as 
much as the music has. We write differently and 
have different musical tastes. We have to com-
promise a lot to get what we want onstage. We 
have different sensibilities but there is enough 
common ground to make for some BETTY magic 
sometimes, which is really rewarding. 
 It is an interesting ride to tell you the truth 
to be independent musicians for a long time. We 
are lucky because we have had some great suc-
cesses in television that have been able to keep 
us going. Our fans have been the hugest in our 
career. They tell people and new people find out 
about us, mothers tell their daughters or cousins 
tell a funny gay uncle about us. 
 WCT: of course!
 AZ: I think music is kind of timeless. You keep 
working and doing what you love. You grow and 
get better. I think some of the new songs that 
we are writing now are some of the best ever. 
They are all from different stages in our lives. 
I’m super-happy so I thought I was going to lose 
my edge for a while as a songwriter. Some of the 
songs are love songs, and they are even better 
than ever!
 WCT: I just heard the same thing when I 
talked to rockers Tegan and Sara the other 
day. They are in love with their girlfriends 
and writing love songs. 
 AZ: Good for them. Tell them we say, “Hey!”
 WCT: New music in the spring for BeTTy is 
the goal?
 AZ: Right; it’s the goal. We have been doing 
some work with the scores of new music. We will 

be working with new producers and different 
recordings. I think you are going to like it. I 
will stake my reputation in it, which is tarnished 
anyway so there you go!
 WCT: Would you ever change up your hair-
style or is it your trademark now?
 AZ: That is a great question. It is a trademark, 
which is good and bad but seems to work for me. 
I cut them and get them tightened. If there are 
any hairdressers in the crowd that can tell me 
what to do next I am all ears. 
 WCT: I have a feeling there will be. I look 
forward to seeing you at the show. 
 AZ: Listen to me, you better get those fags 
and lezzies to come to our show like nobody’s 
business! There are lots of surprises in store. We 
are really excited about coming back to Chicago. 
It is a city that stays in your heart and doesn’t 
go away. Come up to us after and we can have 
another drink!
 BeTTy, the Holiday Show jingles into City 
Winery, 1200 W. randolph St., Dec. 19, at 8 
p.m. To purchase tickets jangle over to www.
citywinery.com/chicago/ or by calling 312-
733-WINe.
 Visit www.hellobetty.com for more on the 
band. 

Groban names track
listing for new CD
 Multiplatinum recording artist Josh Groban 
has announced the track-listing for his upcom-
ing album All That Echoes.
 Groban co-wrote seven of the 12 tracks that 
appear on All That Echoes, which also includes 
five covers, including Stevie Wonder’s “I Believe 
(When I Fall in Love It Will Be Forever”). Due 
for release Feb. 5 via Reprise Records, All That 
Echoes is Groban’s sixth studio album.
 Some of the other tracks include “Hollow 
Talk,” “Sincera” and “Brave,” available via all 
digital retailers Dec. 18.
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BETTY from page 27
WINTER MUSIC SPECIAL

New releases
and shows
By DAVID ByrNe

Noteworthy new releases:
 Hunter Valentine: Collide and Conquer 
 Jinx Titanic and the Ladykillers: Mister Ca-
sanova
 Imani Coppola: The Glass Wall
 Kaki King: Glow 
 Mary Gauthier: Live at Blue Rock (import) 
 Mika: The Origin of Love 
 Morgan James: Live: A Celebration of Nina 
Simone 
 Namoli Brennet: Live 
 Nina Sky: Nicole and Natalie
 Sam Sparro: Return to Paradise 
 Shelby Lynne: Revelation Road Deluxe Edi-
tion 
 Solange: True 

upcoming concerts:
 BETTY with Scott Montgomery and Matt 
Long on Wed., Dec. 19, at City Winery Chicago
 Ladies of the Canyon: Tribute to Women 
Who Rock on Thursday, Dec. 20, at Fitzger-
ald’s
 The Killers with Tegan and Sara on Friday, 
Dec. 21, at UIC Pavilion 
 Concrete Blonde on Friday, Dec. 21, at Park 
West
 Susan Werner on Friday, Jan. 4, at Space
 Sandra Bernhard on Friday, Jan. 4, and Sat-
urday, Jan. 5, at City Winery Chicago
 Grace Potter and the Nocturnals on Friday, 
Jan. 18, at The Riviera
 Ssion with Niki and the Dove, Onuinu, Vaca-
tioner and Moon Boots on Friday, Jan. 18, at 
Lincoln Hall

 Midge Ure on Saturday, Jan. 19, at Mayne 
Stage
 Emeli Sande on Tuesday, Jan. 22, at Lincoln 
Hall
 Morrissey on Saturday, Jan. 26, at The Chi-
cago Theatre
 Lucinda Williams on Sunday, Jan. 27, and 
Monday, Jan. 28, at City Winery Chicago then 
Wed., Jan. 30, at Space

LGBTAs snag 
Grammy nods
 Several LGBTA individuals received nomina-
tions for the 55th Annual Grammy Awards, ac-
cording to GLAAD.org.
 Frank Ocean, who revealed earlier this year 
that his first lover was a man, tied other acts 
such as Kanye West, fun. and Jay-Z for the 
most nods with six. 
 The band fun.—who appeared at the GLAAD 
Media Awards in San Francisco and have since 
founded pro-LGBT Ally Coalition—received 
nods for Best New Artist, Album of the Year 
and Best Pop Vocal Album, among others. 
 Tegan & Sara’s “Get Along” was nominated 
for Best Long Form Music Video. Joan Osborne 
received a nod in Best Blues Album for Bring 
It On Home, and Sia picked up a nomination 
for the single “Wild Ones” in Best Rap/Sung 
Collaboration.
 Saxophonist Dave Koz (who played at the 
Chicago Theatre Dec. 8) picked up a nomina-
tion in Best Pop Instrumental Album. 
 Rachel Maddow and Ellen DeGeneres scored 
nominations in Best Spoken Word Album for 
Drift: The Unmooring of American Military 
Power and Seriously … I’m Kidding, respec-
tively. 
 The 55th Annual Grammy Awards will air 
live from the Staples Center in Los Angeles on 
Feb. 10, 2013, at 8 p.m. on CBS.
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$89 U.S.

Gay Press, Gay Power: 
The Growth of LGBT Community Newspapers in America
Prairie Avenue Productions/Windy City Media Group
ISBN-10: 1-4810-4721-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-4810-4721-0

“For the past 200 years no oppositional movement has succeeded without the involvement 
of an engaged community press. From Common Sense to the abolitionist and suffragist 
movements to the labor, civil rights, and women’s movement, the importance of the press 
cannot be overstated. The lesbian and gay press played a central role in the emergence 
of a newly self-confident and visible community that demanded its share of the American 
dream. The political successes of the gay liberation movement, and the defeats, were 
reported in the pages of the lesbian and gay press while the mainstream press ignored or 
denigrated our efforts. Today, in the age of presidential evolution towards recognition of 
our humanity, and in the era of the Internet, Facebook and Twitter, it is possible to presume 
that the need for an independent GLBT press is past. But this would be a mistake. As 
we learned during the AIDS epidemic, when push comes to shove—as it reliably does—
there is no substitute for a focused, relentless and smart GLBT press. Tracy Baim has long 
represented the best of the GLBT press, and this book will be a valuable resource in the 
struggle not to forget our history as we continue to fight for our future.” 

— Larry Gross, USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism,
author of Up From Invisibility: Lesbians, Gay Men, and the Media in America

“Tracy Baim’s Gay Press, Gay Power: The Growth of LGBT Community Newspapers in 
America is a complete treasure for anyone interested in queer history, the intricacies 
of social movements, or media in the United States. Comprehensive, well written, and 
well researched, this media journey from homosexual to gay to queer is eye-opening 
and inspiring. If you thought you knew about this aspect of the gay movement—guess 
again: You will be endlessly surprised. The bravery of individuals, groups, collectives, and 
organizations here is breathtaking and vital. You can’t understand queer life today without 
understanding the history of the LGBT media. This book is endlessly entertaining and 
extremely important.” 

— Michael Bronski, author of A Queer History of the United States, 
Professor of the Practice in Media and Activism, Harvard University

“This meticulously researched book captures the flavor and nuance of a myriad of specific 
events and times through compelling interviews with the people involved, gay and straight, 
backed up with insightful analysis. Hundreds of images of magazine covers, news clips, 
photos and ads from the 1800s to today present a comprehensive, stunning visual history 
of the evolving relationship between the media and the LGBT community.  Belongs on 
everyone’s bookshelf.” 

— Jean Latz Griffin, former Chicago Tribune reporter, author of 
In the Same Breath and One Spirit: A Creation Story for the 21st Century

“Gay Press, Gay Power tells the story of the women and men who focused a revolutionary 
lens on our activism and still grind it every day, brightening the light on the paths of the 
LGBT generations that succeed us.” 

— John Teets, former editor for the Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Tribune

“Gay Press, Gay Power is a meticulous and prodigious work, long overdue. It will be a 
reference source—but, more importantly, a source of inspiration.”

— Barbara Ettorre, former reporter for The New York Times, 
New York’s Daily News and Chicago Today; founder and editor, LetterBalm.com 

DELUXE

COLOR

EDITION

Gay Press, Gay Power: 
The GrowTh of LGBT CommuniTy 

newsPaPers in ameriCa 
edited and co-written by Tracy Baim 

with a foreword by John D’emilio

now available on amazon.com, 
at women & Children first, unabridged 

and other bookstores

468 pages, 485 images 

BLaCK & whiTe, $25, 
www.createspace.com/4022184 or 

www.amazon.com/Gay-Press-Power-Community-newspapers/dp/1480080527

CoLor, $89
www.createspace.com/4064472 or 

www.amazon.com/Gay-Press-Power-Community-newspapers/dp/1481047213

also available soon on KinDLe for $9.99

from Prairie avenue Productions and windy City Times
for info: editor@windycitymediagroup.com

http://www.createspace.com/4022184
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nYE 2013 dinner 
packages worth 
trying
By MeGHAN STreIT

The next year is around the corner, and now is 
the time to figure out where you’ll celebrate. 
Whether you’re looking for VIP treatment and 
haute cuisine or a cozy spot to throw back a 
few beers with a messy sandwich, New Year’s Eve 
dinner options are endless in Chicago. But res-
ervations go fast, so now is the time to round 
up your group of friends and book a table for 
Dec. 31. Here are a few foodie parties I think are 
worth checking out this year. Happy New Year!

Girl & the Goat
 If you still haven’t checked out Girl & the Goat, 
New Year’s Eve is your chance. The popular West 
Loop restaurant is hosting a party with passed 
apps, open bar and a midnight champagne toast. 
Tickets costs $212.53, but with celebrated chef 
Stephanie Izard running the show, I suspect the 
passed apps will be many, many notches above 
the average frozen puff pastry fare you’ll find 
at most NYE parties. Purchase tickets at http://
girlandthegoat2013.eventbrite.com/#. 
 For you fancier types, enjoy Girl & the Goat’s 
full menu by booking the private dining room 
for a feast with 20 of your closest pals. You can 
bet it comes with a steep price, and I’d wager it 
would be a meal to remember. Contact events@
girlandthegoat.com for more information.

D.S. Tequila Co.

 If you want to ring in 2013 pressed up against 
hundreds of hot broads, D.S. Tequila might 
just be the place for you. Back Lot Bash and 
The L Stop are teaming up to throw a “Black 
and White” party. For $35, you get a welcome 
cocktail, champagne toast, hors d’oeuvres and 
live entertainment. No word on whether the 
hors d’ouerves include body shots. Purchase 
tickets at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/298207. 

City Winery
 I was a little skeptical and confused when I 
first heard about City Winery, a new West Loop 
spot that is at once a working winery, full-ser-
vice restaurant and 300-person concert venue. 
But let me tell you: This place is fabulous. The 
food is exquisite (more on that in an upcoming 
column!), the wine selection is amazing and the 
concert venue is beautiful and intimate. It turns 

out that sipping a nice zinfandel and nibbling 
on charcuterie, while comfortably seated at a 
table and listening to a live musical performance 
beats the pants off of drinking cheap beer out 
of a plastic cup and craning your neck to see the 
stage like you do at most concerts. Los Lobos is 
playing at City Winery on New Year’s Eve. Regu-
lar tickets start at $85 and include a champagne 
toast. VIP tickets cost $175 and that buys you 
a five-course dinner with wine pairings—a bar-
gain for the quality you get at City Winery. I 
can’t think of a more lovely way to spend the 
last night of 2012. Purchase tickets at http://
www.citywinery.com/chicago/tickets/new-year-
s-eve-with-los-lobos-7-30pm-show-12-31.html. 

Nellcote 

 Nellcote just might be my favorite new restau-
rant of 2012. The whitewashed space is stun-
ning and the European-inspired small plates are 
divine. Nellcote is usually bumping with live DJs 
and lots of pretty people on a normal night, so 
I expect NYE to be quite the party. There will 
be a special New Year’s Eve menu featuring new 
pizzas (they have an on-site flour mill that turns 
out some pretty fantastic crust), pastas and 
shared plates. I think New Year’s Eve at Nellcote 
will give partygoers the best of both worlds—an 
upbeat party atmosphere with really, really good 
food. Purchase tickets at http://www.event-
stand.com/event/nellcotenye. 

Jerry’s Sandwiches Andersonville

 If champagne isn’t your bag, head to Ander-
sonville for a laid-back New Year’s Eve Party at 
Jerry’s. They’ve got enough beer and whiskey 
selections to make your head spin (before you 
even drink them), and the sandwiches are kind 
of out of this world. According to Jerry’s web-
site, they’re planning “an elegant and different 
prix fixe menu.” Details are forthcoming, but 
that menu is sure to include some of the restau-
rant’s killer sammies and scrumptious sides. For 
more information, visit http://jerryssandwiches.
com/?p=1801. 

WEEklY dininG GUidE in theDISH

Perfect for Holiday Entertaining

aMEriCan
the Counter
666 W. Diversey Pkwy.
chicago
773-935-1995
custom built burgers with 
hormone-and-antibiotic-free 
100% Angus beef. Facebook: 
The counter Lincoln Park.

Jane’s restaurant 
1653-55 W. cortland Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

aSian
thirteen tapas
4202 W. Irving Park Rd., 
773-283-6626
www.13pins.webs.com
Serving unique Asian tapas-
style cuisine, inspired by 
dishes of the Philippines. Half 
off tapas Tue. -Thu. from 3-6.

BakErY
Swedish Bakery
5348 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
european-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

italian 
taverna 750
750 W. cornelia Ave., 
chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940s style, Italian supper 
club and cocktail lounge. 
Award-winning, must-see 
holiday decorations and 
private party room. Accepting 
online reservations. 
noW dEliVErinG.

Ceres’ table
4882 N. clark St.,
chicago
773-878-4882
cerestable.com
Sustainable, locally sourced 
contemporary Italian food, 
great cocktails, and fabulous 
wine and beer lists.

GErMan
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 N. Lincoln Ave., 
chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
German specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

MEditErranEan
troy Mediterranean 
Grill
2908 N. Broadway
773-770-3866
Facebook: 
TroyMediterraneanGrill
100% homemade, fresh menu 
includes veggie dishes. All 
food is prepared fresh as the 
time of ordering.

theDISH dininG liStinGS

Mediterranean Grill

We also cater private events for you, including:
•  Engagement parties, birthday parties 

•  Office parties, Christmas parties  •  Any occasion

2908 N. Broadway St.  (773) 770-3866

Bring in this ad for your meal10% OFF

TroyMediterraneanGrill

Our menu is:
•  100% homemade • fresh • healthy
•  Veggie dishes are available
•  All food is made fresh at the time you order it

CY’S MATTERS at CYS!

CHICAGO’S OLDEST CRAB HOUSE!

KING CRABKING CRAB
TAVERN & SEAFOOD GRILL

Daily Specials Monday Thru Friday!
Alaskan Snow Crab Legs..$1995

or Slab & Crab for One.....$1995

Includes choice of side

At Bar only 2 drink minimum per person

Bar Specials!
Oysters or Shrimp  55¢
Burgers $2 • Wings 35¢

1816 N. HALSTED AVE. • CHICAGO • 312-280-8990 
www.KingCrabChicago.com

Spend $65, 
Get $25 off

WITH THIS AD • ONE PER TABLE
Your Total Check!

All above specials not valid with other discounts, online coupons or promotions.

Reserve your holiday parties now
and get 20% OFF your total bill!

Photo by Meghan Streit

Photo by Meghan Streit

Photo by kirk Williamson

http://www.kingcrabchicago.com
http://www.facebook.com/troymediterraneangrill
http://www.clubluckychicago.com
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AntiQuEs

ClEAning sErViCEs
CHeSTNuT CleANING SerVICeS: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

exCelleNT CleANING SerVICe Experienced cleaning 
lady will clean your home, office, or apartment. Excel-
lent referenced and 25+ years of experience. Please call 
ewa 312-318-4445 (1/2/13-4)

CounsEling

CouNSelING AND ClINICAl HyPNoTHerAPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  Starla r. Sholl, lCSW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (2/20/13-26)

SoluTIoN FoCuSeD CouNSelING Solution focused 
counseling in warm & affirming environment by licensed 
psychotherapist. Wounded self-esteem, body image 
issues, career counseling and relationship challenges. 
BCBS PPO & Aetna. Sliding Scale. Lakeview, close to CTA 
& Parking. Dr. John Moore. (773) 704-5300. www.
johndmoore.net (2/20/13-13)

FirEWooD
WISCoNSIN’S FINeST: Seasoned dry oak, fruitwood, 
white birch, etc. Guaranteed to burn. Fast delivery or 
pick-up. 1/4, 1/2 or full facecord. 2175 S. Canalport. 
www.GoodwoodFirewood.com; 773-975-0251 
(1/30/13-13)

hAuling

hElP WAntED
***SAFe BuS DrIVerS WANTeD***DAIly TAke HoMe 
PAy*** Do you enjoy helping others? Do you like hav-
ing the freedom to work on your own? Is your safety 
and the safety of others a priority for you? Is earning 
a paycheck important to you? If you answered “YES” 
to each question please read on. We are hiring SAFE 
BUS DRIVERS to work in the City of Chicago and sur-
rounding communities. This is year ‘round work. We pay 
$12.50/hour, $13.00/hour for weekends. We offer medi-
cal, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, a free 
$5,000 life insurance policy and PAID VACATION AND 
PAID HOLIDAYS! WE HAVE FULL TIME WORK AVAILABLE 
FOR DRIVERS! Must have a class “C” CDL or be able to 

obtain one with passenger endorsement. We provide 
CDL training. TRAINING STARTS IMMEDIATELY...COME 
IN AND APPLY TODAY TO START EARNING A PAY CHECK! 
We are easily accessible from the PACe 290 bus and 
the CTA 85A bus! MV Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. 
Gross Point road Niles, Il 60714 773-467-2455. 
www.mvtransit.com Must pass a drug test and have a 
clean driving record and clean criminal background. 
eoe (1/23/13-8)

HeAlTH CAre - CAreGIVerS WANTeD. Growing, li-
censed homecare company has positions open for 
Caregivers who want to make a difference. All shifts 
available; one year experience required. Apply on-line 
http://lavenderhcs.com/careers (1/30/13-9)

homE imProVEmEnt
Get your Home ready for the Holidays. Painting, Bath-
room Remodeling, Home Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s 
List, A+ with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year 
Warranty. Free Estimates! Andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
www.getany.com (8/1/13-52)

ToP To BoTToM  PAINTING AND CleANING. Need to get 
a fresh look and have the place cleaned as well? Get it 
done now before all the entertaining starts. Call me for 
a free estimate. 847-444-1482 (1/23/13-13)

DAN MCINTyre CoNSTruCTIoN AND PAINTING, New 
Buffalo, Mi. Serving Harbor county  & the Chicagoland 
area for over 20 years. Licensed and insured. Additions, 
remodeling, home maintenance. Interior and exterior 
painting. Small jobs welcome. Call 269-469-6391. 
(12/19/12-8)

lEgAl sErViCEs

NeeD leGAl ASSISTANCe? William H. Ransom & 
Associates, Estate Planning & Trusts; Real Estate; 
Commercial/Contract Litigation; Employment 
Discrimination and Retaliatory Discharge; Personal 
Injury; Mortgage Foreclosure Defense. 312-953-9120; 
whrlaw@aol.com. (1/16/13-13)

PiAno & VoiCE lEssons
PIANo & VoICe leSSoNS – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. All ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (1/30/13–12)

sPirituAlity

WinDoW trEAtmEnts
WoNDerING WHAT To Do WITH THoSe WINDoWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephriceInteriors.com (12/29/12-26)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
eDGeWATer CoMMuTer ADVANTAGe You’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach, bus, red line and shops. 
Joyously big and sunny. Spacious bedrooms with walk 
in closets. Large kitchen with formal dining room. 
$1300 with heat. Plus laundry, patio, storage, new sink 
and video intercom. It’s your Move…773-706-6065 
(12/26/12-3)

2 BeDrooM eDGeWATer. Worth seeing - west of Broad-
way, close to Red Line/Shopping, Quiet/Sunny/Closet 
Space, Heat/Laundry included, Non-smokers, Pets possi-
ble, Credit/Reference checks/Security deposit. $1300/
month.  (773) 262-2168 (12/19/12-2)

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET
Sat. Dec 15th - 8am - 3pm/$5

County Farm & Manchester
Dupage County Fairgrounds

Wheaton, IL/Vendors Welcome

ZURKO PROMOTIONS
715-526-9769

www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

**2013 NEW YEAR**
ANTIQUE MARKET & SALE

Jan 5th & 6th - $6
Sat. 10am - 4pm; Sun. 9am - 3pm

DuPage Expo Center
(45 mins W. of Chicago on Rte. 64-North Ave.)

St. Charles, IL

(773) 775-1291
Ask for Jim

A-AFFORDABLE HAULING
“We load and haul away just

about anything”
Cleaning out:

• Estate Clean outs
• Basements
• Furniture 
• Garages
• Hot Tubs
• Storage units
• Remodeling Debris

Free Estimates / Senior Discount

aafordablehauling@gmail.com
www.a-affordablehauling.com

nightspots
Turn to this space each week for all your fresh nightspots-y goodness. 

Also, “like” our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/nightspots) for even more pictures of all your favorite nightlife denizens.

Look for the 2012 retrospective issue, Dec. 19, and for the next all-new issue of Nightspots, on newsstands January 9, 2013.

Special content from

Happy birthday, Berlin! Berlin celebrated its 29th anniversary, Sun., Dec. 9.  Photos by Kirk Williamson 

http://www.zurkopromotions.com
http://www.livingwellministries.net
http://www.a-affordablehauling.com
http://www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
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Wed., Dec. 12
HIV Support Groups Living with HIV? Join 

one of our 10-week groups to share expe-
riences, learn from one another and find 
support in a safe, confidential setting. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays; noon, Satur-
days. Free; 6pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N Halsted St., www.CenterOnHalsted.org

Steve Starr Memorial Tribute Family & 
Friends Celebrate Steve Starr and the 
Steve Starr Studios on the occasion of his 
45th Anniversary. A portion of the pro-
ceeds benefit the Steve Starr Tribute fund, 
supporting the Starr family and to ensure 
the Steve Starr Studio Collection survives. 
Featuring photos, glamour, fashion, mu-
sic, cocktails and hors d’oeuvres; 6pm-
9:30pm, The Murphy Auditorium 50 E. Erie 
St., http://stevestarr.eventbrite.com

Chicago “GlAAD for the Holidays” Party 
National Board of Directors and the Chica-
go Leadership Council of GLAAD celebrate 
the holidays mingling with fabulous peo-
ple, drink specials, raffle prizes and more. 
5:30pm-8pm, Downtown Bar & Lounge, 
440 N. State St., http://https://www.
facebook.com/events/497595246948118/

CPD Transgender General order Discussion 
The Civil Rights Agenda, People’s Law Of-
fice, Transformative Justice Law Project, 
Loundy Human Rights Project, and Illinois 
Gender Advocates will host discussion 
and town hall on the new policy of the 
Chicago Police Department on treatment 
of transgender individuals. 6pm-7:30pm, 
773.235.8852, Roosevelt University RM 
244, 430 S. Michigan Ave., http://www.
facebook.com/events/437116503021369/

Team Trivia Wednesdays DS Tequila Co. 
hosts Team Trivia! Sign up starts at 8pm, 

free to play. Hosted by Robin; 8pm-11pm, 
773-697-9127, DS Tequila Company, 3352 
N. Halsted St., www.dstequila.com

Thursday, Dec. 13 
lGBT immigrant youth legal clinic During 

this free legal clinic, private attorneys 
and corporate legal counsel will join the 
National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) 
to provide legal consultation and repre-
sentation to immigrant youth applying 
for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA). NIJC will also provide a “Know 
Your Rights” presentation and assess for 
eligibility for other forms of immigra-
tion status. Apply using the form online. 
4pm-7pm, Location and directions on 
acceptance, www.immigrantjustice.org/
lgbtdreamers

Bisexual Women’s Support For women 
looking to better understand what it 
means to be bisexual, or who are ques-
tioning their identity; 6pm-7:30pm, 773-
388-1600X3319, Howard Brown, 4025 N. 
Sheridan Rd., www.howardbrown.org/lccp

A Very Mary Christmas staring rupaul 
Drag race Star Mimi Imfurst Drag Queen 
commedianne plays the Virgin Mother and 
makes the yuletide gay. General Admis-
sion tickets, $10. Limited VIP Meet&Greet 
tickets with hosted Absolut Cocktail bar 
from 8pm to 9pm and preferred seat-
ing are available. Hydrate, 3458 N. Hal-
sted St., https://www.facebook.com/
events/412928592106897/

Vogue For Tots VI Join the legendary chil-
dren at this annual vogue-athon benefit-
ing Toys For Tots. Hosted by DiDa Ritz, 
DJs Rene Romero and BStarr. Prospective 
voguers can email voguefortots@gmail.
com to sign up, or just sign up dur-
ing night of the event. RSVP to do312.
com/stardust for no cover. Bring a new 
children’s toy for discounted admission. 
10pm, Berlin Nightclub, 954 W Belmont 
Ave., www.berlinchicago.com

Drag Idol Season 3 A winner is chosen ev-
ery week to secure a spot to compete in 
the Drag Idol Semi-Finals to win a prize 
package worth over $10,000! 10pm, Hy-
drate, 3458 N. Halsted St., www.hydrat-
echicago.com

Friday, Dec. 14
Book-signing with Hearty Boys Book sign-

ing with winners of The Next Food Net-
work Star Steve McDonagh and Dan Smith 
for their book “The New Old Bar: Clas-
sic Cocktails and Salty Snacks from The 
Hearty Boys. 4pm-7pm, 312-335-3663, 
Foodease Market, 835 N. Michigan Ave., 
http://foodeasechicago.com/events/

rudolph the red-Hosed reindeer David 
Cerda’s parody of the classic television 
special now celebrating it’s 15th year. No-
body believes in Santa anymore and he’s 
desperate for government bailout money. 
Elves have been laid off and the morale 
and morals are at an all time low. Santa 
devises a calculated media campaign 
to help save his tarnished image. $12-
$22 VIP Tickets, $35-$95 Group Rates, 
$15 w/10 or more tickets. Runs until 
Dec. 30. 7:30pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 N 
Clark St., www.handbagproductions.org; 
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/131657

Club krave’s 5th-Anniversary kick-off par-
ty Hot and sexy go-go boys, DJ Theresa 
Dawn. Special guest entertainer Serina 
DeVine. Raffles and prizes. $10 domestic 
buckets and $16 import buckets. 8pm, 
Club Krave, 13126 S Western Ave, Blue 
Island, www.clubkrave.com

Santa’s Dead! & Dirty Carol’s Christmas 
The company that brought you Snow 
White and the Seven Drag Queens, Twinkie 
and the Beast, and Alex in Wonderland 
are premiering something new this holi-

day season! Giving homage to classic noir 
films and Christmas television specials, 
MidTangent Productions presents a daz-
zling and daring musical double feature 
like no other! 9pm-11pm, Hydrate, 3458 
N. Halsted St., www.hydratechicago.com/
home; Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/295446

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Depression & Bipolar Support Alliance 

(GlBT) A weekly peer support group for 
members of the LGBTQ community with 
depression, bipolar disorder, or other 
psychiatric illnesses. Free of charge. Com-
munity Room. 11am-12:30pm, 872-216-
3272, Howard Brown Health Center, 4025 
N. Sheridan Rd., www.dbsa-glbt-chicago.
com/

Chicago Art Girls Holiday Pop-up Shop 
More than 35 independent women art-
ists who create one-of-a-kind, handmade, 
high-quality yet affordable holiday gift 
items for all ages and genders. 10am-
5pm, 773-507-5947, 4710 N. Raven-
swood Ave., https://www.facebook.com/
events/501381843214838/

youth Speak ouT! Saturdays. Open Mike for 
young people to express themselves and 
to hear from legendary artists in the mak-
ing. Free. 4pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Asians and Friends Chicago Annual holiday 
dinner, $20 and BYOB. Use public trans-
portation or street parking, not the lot. 
Bring a gift, get a gift. 50/50 raffle. RSVP 
by phone. Mail check by Dec. 10 to Asians 
and Friends Chicago, P.O. Box A 3916, 
Chicago, IL 60690-3916 or by PayPal 
online. 6:30pm, 312-409-1573, Wing Ho 
Restaurant, 5356 N. Sheridan Rd.; www.
afchicago.org

ripley Caine and The Full Moon Ripley 
Caine is a little off-kilter, as is her mu-
sic. With her band The Full Moon. Also 
Martha Berner, Signature and Slip of the 
Wink. 9pm, 773.274.5463, The Red Line 
Tap, 7006 N. Glenwood Ave.; www.ripley-
caine.com

Santaland Diaries Less than merry mis-
adventures as a Christmas elf gone bad, 
a celebration of the desperation of un-
employment, the insanity of Christmas 
shopping and the ineffable “cheer” of the 
holiday spirit. David Sedaris’ anti-holiday 
show through Dec. 30. Thursdays through 
Sundays plus two Wednesday performanc-
es. Tickets $18 to $35 online or by phone. 
9:30pm, Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont 
Ave, www.theaterwit.org

Sunday, Dec. 16
urban Village: Wicker Park Service LGBT-

welcoming worship services at Urban Vil-
lage Church are eclectic and experiential, 
practical and intelligent, relevant and, 
hopefully, inspiring. 10:30am-11:45am, 
Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division  St., 
www.urbanvillagechurch.org/wicker-park/

urban Village Church: Andersonville ser-
vice Andersonville is a neighborhood full 
of passion, art, diversity, and eclectic en-
ergy, all which makes Urban Village Church 
thrilled to be involved in the community! 
10:30am-11:45am, Bethany Retirement 
Center, 1602 W. Ainslie St. (at Ashland), 
www.newchicagochurch.com

Holiday Cookie exchange Eleven dozen 
cookies (10 dozen packaged in half-dozen 
packages) for exchanging (with recipes 
please), as well as another dozen cook-
ies for tasting purposes. It’s finally time 
to put on an apron, get into the holiday 
spirit, and share your best cookies ever. 
4pm-7pm, The Glenwood, 6962 N Glen-
wood Ave., www.theglenwoodbar.com

liquid Brunch Chicago’s post brunch party, 
hosted by Scarlet. 1pm-7pm, Scarlet Bar, 
3320 N Halsted St., www.facebook.com/
scarletbar

Monday, Dec. 17 
open Gym Volleyball Mondays and Thurs-

days. Co-ed, open court volleyball for 

players of all levels. $7/night; $30/
month; 6pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

live Band karaoke with Amy Armstrong 
Every Monday night at 10pm in the Front 
Bar, hosted by the one and only Diva, Amy 
Armstrong (www.AmyFreddy.com); 10pm, 
Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St.; www.ros-
coes.com

Tuesday, Dec. 18
Drag race with Frida lay Chicago’s only 

amateur drag contest, hosted by Frida 
Lay! A hit at Roscoe’s since its premier in 
2000. 9pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St, 
Chicago, http://www.roscoes.com

Wed., Dec. 19 
Cooking Class for lesbian Singles & Cou-

ples Entertaining appetizers for the holi-
days or anytime, with Shannon Lauridsen, 
Executive Chef, Minibar. Advance registra-
tion required. Late registration increases 
$10 on and after 12/12/12. Register at 
chef@bestchefs.com; 7pm-9pm, 224-353-
3300, Raw Bar & Grill, 3720 N. Clark St., 
http://bestchefs.com

BeTTy The legendary cult band BETTY finally 
returns to Chicago with a BETTY twist on 
the holidays, incorporating songs from 
their holiday CD SNOWBIZ as well as new 
material from their upcoming as-yet-to-
be-entitled CD. 9:15pm, 312-733-9463, 
City Winery, 1200 W. Randolph St., www.
hellobetty.com; Tickets: http://gopride.
com/z7n3

Holiday Soiree Chicago Black Gay Men’s 
Caucus will present a fun, light-hearted 
event to thank one and all for helping CB-
GMC have a successful year, to cultivate 
new friendships and to build much needed 
bridges in our community. 7pm-10pm, 
312-629-2988, TwelveWest Nightclub, 12 
W. Elm St., www.chiblackgaycaucus.org

Thursday, Dec. 20
kinsey Sicks presents “oy Vey in a Man-

ger” Dragapella group holiday show, with 
Rachel, Winnie, Trixie and Trampolina try-
ing to sell off the manger before it’s fore-
closed upon. 35 reserved, $25 general ad-
mission balcony. Shows at 7 and 9:30pm, 
Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave., www.
maynestage.com

lesbian improv group auditions A Second 
City Workshop alum is forming a non-
profit seven-member improv group, com-
posed of lesbians 50+. Candidates must 
have background as writer, performer or 
director with improvisation/sketch experi-
ence. Headshot, resume, brief bio to: Iris 
Golden 818-264-6832, email: igolden13@
aol.com, and Maura Ross 773-472-6469 
ext. 452, email: mross@centeronhalsted.
org; 6pm-8pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted St.

RAISING CAINE

ripley Caine (right) and The 
Full Moon will perform at 
the red line Tap, 7006 N. 
Glenwood Ave.

Photo from Caine

Saturday, Dec. 15
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SETTING THE ‘BAR’

The Hearty Boys will sign 
copies of The New old 
Bar at Foodease, 835 N. 
Michigan Ave.

Photo by Andrew Davis

Friday, Dec. 14

WINDY CITY
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‘MANGER’ ZONE
Thursday, Dec. 20
kinsey Sicks will perform two shows at Mayne Stage, 
1328 W. Morse Ave.
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“Most ridiculous night of my life in LA so far. At 
least I made it a year before getting arrested.”—
Scott Evans updates his Facebook status. The 
hunky actor (and brother of Chris Evans) was ar-
rested when he allegedly attempted to purchase 
drugs from an undercover cop. What those drugs 
were has not been released, but Scott was ... on 
$10,000 bail.
 We’re at that time of the year when the enter-
tainment industry slows down. The studios re-
lease films they don’t expect much from to bide 
time until the Christmas blockbusters. And most 
TV shows are in reruns—which is kinda like our 
gossip this week. So, let’s kick things off with 
some new developments on some familiar sub-
jects.
 It’s been a few weeks since we’ve mentioned 
John Travolta. We left the big star in the midst 
of three lawsuits—two from escorts/masseurs 
and one from a cruise ship employee for improp-
er sexual behavior. Adding fuel to the fire, Tra-
volta’s alleged bath house trysts were chronicled 
in a tawdry tell-all called You’ll Never Spa In This 
Town Again. The author, Robert Randolph, filed 
a lawsuit claiming that comments about him in 
an e-mail from Travolta’s attorney Marty Singer 
to a website constituted slander. The court ruled 
against him—proving that free speech works 
both ways. Randolph has been ordered to pay 
Travolta $139,645.17 in legal fees.
 You would think this ruling would deter others 
from making claims against Travolta. But you’d 
be wrong. The National Enquirer got Travolta’s 
former pilot (the one he was kissing on the 
lips in that notorious photo) to admit to being 
romantically involved with Johnny for several 
years. This lead to Travolta’s attorney sending a 
“cease-and-desist” letter to Doug Gotterba, the 
aforementioned pilot. According to Singer, Got-
terba was violating a confidentiality agreement 
he signed when he left Travolta’s employ. Got-
terba retaliated by suing Travolta, saying that 
while he did sign a termination agreement, it 
did not include anything about confidentiality. 
So he’s basically suing for the right to keep talk-
ing—something I applaud. I’ll be keeping an 
eye on this one.
 Alas, there are new developments in the 
mounting troubles of Elmo puppeteer Kevin 
Clash. As you know, Kevin has been accused of 
improper conduct with two underage boys. Now 
a third anonymous person (known as John Doe) 
has filed a lawsuit against Clash. He says that 
he was 16 when he met Clash on a gay chat 
line, where he was just looking for non-sexual 
friends. That all changed when he met Clash in 
person. Doe claims that Kevin gave him alco-
hol and “groomed” him for sex. He has started 
writing a book about the experience, portions 
of which were read aloud during a press confer-
ence. I will share some of the choice prose: “Mr. 
Tickler is what I will call him and the game we 
played was father and son. When we first met, I 
was 16 and there was no intercourse. However, 
lots of heavy kissing and he showed me what 
it felt like to get on your knees and obey your 
man.” If this lawsuit doesn’t work out, John may 
become the next Jackie Collins ... or Dame Bar-
bara Cartland!
 At least someone is springing to Kevin’s de-
fense. Jason Murray dated Clash in 2004 and 
says, “Yes, he had an affinity for younger men, 
but what successful [straight] man doesn’t have 
an affinity for younger women? It’s the same 
thing, gay or not. Does he prey on these guys? 
In my heart I don’t believe that. I think it’s like 
Hugh Hefner. He dates younger women. Kevin 
likes younger guys. I am reading the news and 
all the negative stuff. I don’t see it. He has a 
good heart.” Ah, the old Hugh Hefner defense. 
It should be added that Murray was 21 when he 
dated the 44-year-old Clash. 

The multi-talented Charles Busch is deep in 
preparations for a new cabaret act which will 
debut Dec. 28-29 at the glamorous NYC night-
club 54 Below. His music director will be Tom 
Judson, and the two have a long history. Well 
before Judson’s acclaimed career as gay porn 
god Gus Mattox, he actually composed inciden-
tal music for Busch’s Vampire Lesbians of So-
dom. As Charles said, “I really do think having 
a former gay porn Performer of the Year adds a 
certain gravitas to the act.” You can get tix at 
54Below.com.

 Proving that everything really is connected, 
when Busch was looking for a standby for his 
off-Broadway run in The Divine Sister, he turned 
to David Drake, who had replaced him in the 
long-running “Sodom” back in 1989. David has 
also developed a cabaret show, but his stars al-
ter ego Tawny Heatherton, niece of Joey Heath-
erton (who I daresay is working less than any-
one mentioned in this column). Tawny is headed 
to Baltimore to raise money for the Spotlighters 
Theatre. A Very Tawny Christmas! will also take 
place on Dec. 28-29. Check out Spotlighters.org 
for more info. 
 It’s time for another one of “Billy’s Holiday 
Gift Giving Suggestions.” This week, I’m recom-
mending a website other than www.BillyMas-
ters.com (although a subscription always makes 
a lovely stocking stuffer). Last summer, I told 
you about a series of intimate concerts given by 
Patti LuPone at Provincetown’s Art House under 
the auspices of Seth Rudetsky, who also acted 
as interviewer and accompanist. He’s taken 
the best bits from all four shows and created a 
unique concert video that clocks in at just under 
two hours! I can personally attest to the amaz-
ing artistic quality of the performance because 
about 90 percent of it is taken from the show 
I was at. It’s probably the best LuPone concert 
ever captured on film. (I could quibble about 
excluding her electrifying rendition of “Buenos 
Aires” from Evita, but at least you can hear it 
on my website.) If you know someone who is a 
Patti LuPone fan, then this is a perfect gift. And 
at the price of just $10 for lifetime access, it’s 
an offer you can’t refuse. Even before going to 
my website, you should go and buy this at www.
SethTV.com/patti.
 When I only have room to recommend one 
gift, it’s definitely time to end yet another col-
umn. But now that I think of it, I bet a ticket 
to see Charles Busch or David Drake would make 
a loved one very happy indeed. Something else 
that will put a smile on your face is checking 
out www.BillyMasters.com, the site that aims to 
please. We didn’t have room for a question this 
week, but that doesn’t mean I won’t respond to 
you personally. Just send a note to Billy@Bil-
lyMasters.com and I promise to get back to you 
before NAMBLA endorses Tickle Me Elmo! Until 
next time, remember, one man’s filth is another 
man’s bible.
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A benefit  for
Equality Illinois PAC

raucous revelry, 
smiling friends, 

and our
new year’s babies 

doing what 
they do

tickets limited. 
Now available at
sidetrackchicago.com
or from your bartender

New Year’s Eve
Monday, Dec, 31s

the future looks 

as we welcome

NYE

New Year’s Eve
Monday, Dec, 31s

3349 H. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

Limited valet parking available

the future looks 

as we welcome

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


By roSS ForMAN

Trish Harper is coaching for the first time ever—
at Loyola University, where she earned a mas-
ter’s degree in organizational and counseling 
psychology and where she did her clinical practi-
cum at the school’s career development center.

Harper has an extensive sporting resume, dat-
ing back to South Fork High School in Stuart, 
Fla., where she played volleyball, basketball and 
softball. She then went to Stetson University 
and was a rower for a few years.

Harper, 28, who lives in Chicago’s Lincoln 
Square neighborhood, has played tackle football 
for the Chicago Force for four years, including 
the team’s national championship runner-up 
season that ended in tears this past August.

The Force is Harper’s direct connection to the 
new Ramblers’ team, a men’s club football team, 
which hasn’t been played at the Chicago school 
in 40 years—and the last time Loyola had a true 
school-sponsored team was in the 1930s.

“It was a perfect storm of past coaches and 
Force connections,” Harper said. “John Clarke is 
the [Loyola] head coach; he coached with the 
Force on defense a few years. He selected Al 
Maldonado to be his offensive coordinator; Al 
has been the receivers’ coach for the Force for 
years. He offered me the chance to come in and 
help with the receivers on the Loyola team.”

Harper—a wide receiver for the Force, who 
also has played cornerback, safety and some de-
fensive end—jumped at the opportunity. Harper 
and Kelly Biel (defensive line) are female coach-
es on this men’s team.

“Being a receiver is all about the little things,” 
Harper said. “I’ve been lucky to have really great 
coaches and teammates work with me on the 

Force and they have built up my knowledge of 
the parts that go into being a [receiving] threat. 
So I am able to break it down for others, [includ-
ing the] little things, such as, getting the most 
power out of that first step [from the line of 
scrimmage], where to look, how to get into the 
right spot on a route,” and more.

“The guys have been great and respect what I 
have to say. I think it also says a lot about the 
other coaches on staff as well that they made it 
very clear from the get go that our gender has 
nothing to do with our knowledge; they trust 
what we say.

“I don’t think I would be able to be competent 
at this gig if it weren’t for the Force. Playing for 
such a program and under the coaches I’ve had 
are the primary reasons I know what I’m talking 
about. The Force is a program that you only get 
to be on if you are willing to give your absolute 
best and to keep working at making your best 
[even] better. The coaches will break down your 
mechanics and give you the tools to get better. 

“The teammates I’ve been lucky enough to 
watch and learn from are such amazing athletes 
that you just want to emulate them and pick up 
what they do better than you. Everything I’ve 
learned through being on the Force I’m using 
in coaching, so, without [the Force], I probably 
wouldn’t even have the gig or really be able to 
understand how to break down the position.”

Harper said the Loyola position “is an amazing 
opportunity, regardless of the record at the end 
of the [season].”

“I wasn’t sure how the guys would react to 
having a girl yell at them and correct what they 
were doing [wrong],” Harper said. “Most of the 
guys played in high school, so sometimes the 
biggest hurdle is getting them to realize that 

there’s a different element than in high school 
and that this is a different place. The players are 
all invested, eager to learn and play; that makes 
my job pretty easy to do. The coaching staff has 
been great, too, and extremely collaborative. 
Having had Al as a coach, I know his style and 
find that I tend to emulate it now. He can get 
intense, yell, tell you the truth even if it’s not 
what you want to hear, but he always makes sure 
you know he believes in you and I respect that 
both as someone he’s coached and now coach-
ing myself.

“I want the team as a whole to be dominant, 
of course, but specifically, I want the receivers 
to be topics of conversation. I want other teams 
to walk away saying, ‘Did you see that catch?!’ 
I also want our guys to be saying, ‘I knew you 
had it.’ The Loyola players have great skill and 
sometimes people think being a receiver has to 
be pretty simple—someone throws a ball and 
you just go catch it. They miss the fact that 
you have to be at an exact spot in mere sec-
onds, have to peel someone off of you to get 
there, and have to put making that ‘simple 
catch’ above the safety of your body. You may 
get nailed by [a defender] going top speed when 
you’re in the air completely exposed and have 
to hang on to a ball. Tell me then how ‘simple’ 
the job is—when you get the air back in your 
lungs, that is.”

Harper works four days a week in the human 
resources department at a local credit union. 
She also teaches two business classes that deal 
with issues related to job/internship prepared-
ness.

An open lesbian, Harper is in a relationship 
with a Force teammate.

“I don’t know if I could pick just one [Force 
career] highlight,” Harper said. “I think each 
year there’s something that stands out, whether 
it’s making a big play, taking a good hit, or any 
of the antics that take place off the field. Every 
time I’m with these girls, in pads or not, there 
is always something I take away. I think for 
this year the highlight was the Boston [playoff] 
game. Coming down to one point in any game 
means that every play matters. Every catch, ev-
ery run, every tackle, it all needed to happen. 
That game showed that it takes every person to 
do their part.

“I don’t know if I’ve ever done just one thing 
that I could hang my hat on [as my personal 
career highlight]. It’s an overarching athletic 

theme that I push to outlast doubt. Whether 
it’s personal [doubt], from a coach, from op-
ponents, anything. I think that is a part of 
all of our mindsets or we wouldn’t be playing 
this sport. For me, it’s always a highlight when 
I come down with a ball no one thought was 
reachable, [or] do more than my coaches or op-
ponents think I can, and outplay even my own 
expectations.”

Linda Bache, the team owner and a former 
Force defensive standout, said Harper is one of 
her favorite players. “She works extremely hard 
and is a great teammate,” Bache said. “Trish is 
a wide receiver [whose] height and speed makes 
her difficult for opposing defensive backs to 
cover. She made some great catches this year, 
particularly during the playoffs.”

So how will coaching Loyola help Harper on 
the Force in 2013?

“Being on the other side is tremendously help-
ful,” she said. “Everyone has a different style 
that they like to be coached in. Some people 
want you to yell and scream; some people need 
you to remind them that you believe they can 
do it; some people are going to be harder on 
themselves than I could ever be and need space. 
Having to tailor my style to each player really 
sharpens my understanding of how I like to be 
coached. Past that, I think when you have to 
break down the mechanics to someone else, it’s 
an opportunity to remind yourself how to do it 
properly. Plus, I think watching these guys el-
evate their game is only going to make me want 
to elevate mine.”

Harper added, “The investment that everyone 
is making—that’s coaches, players, alumni and 
staff—is so impressive to watch and an honor 
to be a part of. The team is hungry to learn; 
the coaches are excited about all the talent on 
the team; the alumni are so supportive, and the 
staff is there to make sure everyone has what 
they need. No one is in it for the glory or the 
chance to be a superstar. 

“Everyone is out there because they love the 
game and just want to be a part of it. To me, 
there’s no better reason to do something than 
when it is simple, pure, and true unbridled pas-
sion. These guys might never make it pro; foot-
ball might never make it back to being a NCAA 
sport at Loyola, but then again, no one thought 
women’s tackle football would ever be seen on 
an ESPN network either. Always outlast doubt.”
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Harper adds coaching 
to her football resume

• Bankruptcy     • Wills, Trusts & Probate    
 • Real Estate Closings     • Civil Unions
19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603

312-263-8800              RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

ADVERTISEMENT

When experience counts...
In service to the community for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

  

CIVIL UNION DIVORCE – MAINTENANCE (ALIMONY)  

There are established general rules that apply to heterosexual marriage and divorce. Unfortunately, these 
rules are new to LGBT couples entering civil unions. They are important and everyone who plans to “tie the 
knot” should be aware of them. 
  If you enter into a civil union you need to be aware of what you may have to pay for if you split from 
your civil union partner. First there is maintenance, formerly known as alimony. The amount and duration 
of maintenance is determined based upon relevant factors including age, income and property of each party, 
education, length of the civil union, whether the recipient’s ability to earn income has been impaired due to 
absence from the workforce to attend to domestic duties, and lifestyle of the parties. 
  Second, there is child support wherein a civil partner may be entitled to child support for the children of 
the couple. In most cases a percentage of net income guideline child support is 20% for one child, 28% for 
two children, 32% for three children, 40% for four children, 45% for five children, 50% for six children.
  Third, you will have to pay attorneys’ fees for yourself and you may have to pay the legal fees of your 
civil union partner. The law says that attorneys’ fees are the primary responsibility of the party incurring fees. 
However, if your partner does not have any money, you may be required to pay his/her fees. Contribution of 
attorneys’ fees from one party to the other is available where the payment of attorneys’ fees would undermine 
a partner’s economic stability. 
  Finally, before you enter into a civil union you might want to have a Prenuptial Agreement. Prenuptial 
Agreements clarify the rights and expectations in the civil union and can reduce the expenses and stress in a 
divorce by eliminating the issues to be determined. Prenuptial Agreements must be in writing and signed by 
both parties. They must be entered into freely and voluntarily, and they require fair and reasonable financial 
disclosures.
  I have always advocated for all parties in an LGBT couple to create their own property agreements and 
decide what issues should be covered, such as: What is civil union and non-civil union property?; who gets 
what in case of death or divorce?; and define, establish, limit or eliminate spousal support.
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JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning

Visit the LGBT 
community’s 
newest 
dental clinic.

Dr. Brandon Prusa 
caters to all of your dental needs. 
• General Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Free parking 
• Accepts most insurance

4413 N. Clark St.
Call 773.754.7766 
to set up an appointment.

Mention 
Windy City Times 

to receive a 
discount.

$259 Zoom whitening special

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

CONNE IONSX mAKE it your BusinEss

LAKE VIEW GALLERY
To All Who Believe

Specializing in:
Palm Readings • Tarot Card Readings  

Crystal Readings • Aura Readings
All problems can be solved today no matter 

what. Spiritual cleansing for the Mind, 
Body and Spirit. Specializing in tarot card 

readings and more to answer and guide you 
through love, happiness, wealth and health. 

See what life has in store for you!

Contact Lauren for your private and 
confidential reading.

773-880-1003
visionsbylauren@yahoo.com

We do events and parties. Call us today to book us 
for psychic readings for your holiday party!
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2012 year-end Closeout deals

$500 usaa Consumer 
Cash Incentive 

exClusIve
InCentIves
for fIrst
tIme buyers

additional $750 rebate on select 2012 vehicles. Call dealer for details!

0% aPr fInanCInG avaIlable†

Or UP TO $2,500 cash allOwance 

$500
military bonus

•	RATED	“TOP	SAFETY	PICK”	FROM	THE	
	 INSURANCE	INSTITUTE	FOR	HIGHWAY	SAFETY

•	NAMED	CONSUMERS	DIGEST	“BEST	
	 BUY”	FOR	2012

•	AWARDED	“MOST	INNOVATIVE	ENGINE	
	 TECHNOLOGY	OF	THE	YEAR”

•	NAMED	“2011	TOP	10	GREEN	CAR”	BY	
	 KELLEY	BLUE	BOOK

•	FIAT	500	IS	ONE	OF	THE	MOST	
	 AWARDED	CARS	IN	ITS	CLASS,	HAVING	
	 EARNED	MORE	THAN	15	US	AND	80		
	 INTERNATIONAL	AWARDS	FOR	
 exCePtIonal desIGn and PerformanCe

dId you
KNOW?

HURRY!
WHILE	
suPPlIes last!

Fields	FIAT	of	Highland	Park
250 skokie Valley road
highland Park, Il 60035 
(847) 579-6900 / fieldsfiatofhighlandpark.com

Photos are for representative purposes only. Vehicles shown may differ from actual vehicles to be sold. †Offers exclude Abarth model and cannot be combined together or used in 
conjunction with any other special offers, rebates or cash allowances. Offers expire 12/31/12. *Total due at signing, $999. Tax, title, license and documentation fee not included. All offers 
subject to credit approval. Please see dealer for details. 36 month financing offered at $0 per month per $1,000.00 financed. Lease based on a 36 month term, 12,000 miles per year.

http://www.fieldsfiatofhighlandpark.com
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