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by DaviD-Elijah NahmoD

Dreams came true at an early age for Alex Newell. The 20-year-old Massachusetts native currently 
appears as Wade Unique Williams on Glee. The character is unique in more ways than one. 
 Unique, at the moment, is network television’s only transgender character. Like the actor who plays 
her, Unique has a powerful set of pipes. 
 The role came his way via The Glee Project. Launched in 2011, the Oxygen Network reality series 
serves as an American Idol-styled audition process for young hopefuls who dream of being on Glee. 
Newell was a first runner-up during the reality show’s freshman season. Videos of his Project appear-
ances are now posted at YouTube, where Newell’s growing fan base can look back upon his stunning 
rendition of “And I’m Telling You,” the showstopper from the classic musical Dreamgirls. 
 Soon after, Newell was offered a two-episode gig on Glee itself. First seen in season three’s “Sat-
urday Night Glee-ver” episode (an homage to the classic film Saturday Night Fever) Unique, a male-
assigned person who identifies as female, makes quite a musical splash. In the storyline, shy, soft 
spoken Wade dons a pair of high heels and discovers a self-assured female self. Unique brings down 
the house with a rousing rendition of “Boogie Shoes.” 
 “I didn’t plan on this,” he said of his real-life fairy tale. “I submitted an audition for Glee through 
MySpace—mine was one of 40,000 submissions. I got an email thanking me. They said they would 
keep my name on file. 
 “A few months later I got a Facebook message saying that I was under consideration for a reality 
series. I thought it was a fake, but then I got an email in my personal email account. Before I knew 

‘Glee’ star proves
dreams come true

alex Newell. Photo by Clinton henning Gaughran/afterElton

http://www.broadwayinchicago.com
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Andersonville Holiday Events

Late-er Night Andersonville 
Friday, December 14, 6 – 10 pm
For a second night, shops are open late with BIG discounts on great gifts 
and meals plus free refreshments, entertainment, and pictures with Santa! 
Pick up a Late Night coupon at Andersonville businesses or online  
at andersonville.org.

St. Lucia Festival of Lights
December 13, 4:45 pm  
@ Swedish American Museum, 5211 N. Clark
A candlelit, carol-filled procession down the sidewalks of Clark Street, 
followed by singing and treats at the Museum. Admission is $1 or a 
can of food to benefit Care For Real, Edgewater’s food pantry.

 /andersonville @avillechamber

Fantastic Holiday Contests 
Win fabulous prizes from your favorite Andersonville businesses! 
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for fun contests and great prizes 
featuring Andersonville businesses every weekday from Thanksgiving ‘til Christmas!

 www.andersonville.org
Complete holiday listings at www.andersonville.org Sponsored by the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce.

http://www.andersonville.org
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CELEBRATE YOUTH
Read about Everyone Is Gay, which 
reaches out to queer youth via videos.
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STOCKING 
STUFFERS

Give your loved ones the opportunity 
to experience Steppenwolf again and 
again and again. The Steppenwolf 
Pass is good for three tickets to 
any play in Steppenwolf’s 2012/13 
season. You give the pass, they pick 
their theater dates. It’s super easy 
and they’ll experience the ground-
breaking, ensemble-driven company 
that defi ned “Chicago theater.”

1. EASY TO GIVE
2. EASY TO USE
3. HARD TO FORGET

PASS

GIVE THEM 
A NIGHT THEY’LL 
NEVER FORGET

Buy at steppenwolf.org/gift 
or call 312-335-1650.

Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, 2011
Photographer Michael Brosilow

http://www.steppenwolf.org/gift


by Ross FoRmaN

Days before a Carnival Cruise Line ship is set to 
sail, many of those about to cruise are anything 
but content.
 Shane Windmeyer, the openly gay executive 
director of Campus Pride, was to go on a cruise 
with his husband, Tommy Feldman, to celebrate 
Windmeyer’s 40th birthday. They planned for the 
Drag Stars at Sea Cruise, featuring 40 of the drag 
queens from RuPaul’s Drag Race.
 The cruise line was originally Norwegian but, 
due to overwhelming response, travel agent AL-
andCHUCK.travel switched it to Carnival, accord-
ing to Windmeyer, who said that about 1,500 
were registered for the drag cruise.
 “We’re avid fans of the show. We enjoy drag 
and a full spectrum of gender-expression. We 
were really looking forward to it,” Windmeyer 
said Tuesday morning via phone from his home 
in Charlotte, N.C.
 “I presumed that the ship would have private 
parties where guests who are coming for the Ru-
Paul Drag Race could dress in drag or costume.”
 Windmeyer and others learned Nov. 26, less 
than a week before they were set to sail, that 
Carnival was clamping down on the drag divas.
 Carnival issued a statement that it strives for 
a “family friendly atmosphere” and that many on 
the boat will be “families with children.” Thus, 
“it is important to us that all guests are com-
fortable with every aspect of the cruise.”
 “Although we realize this group consists solely 
of adults, we nonetheless expect all guests to 
recognize that minors are onboard and, refrain 
from engaging in inappropriate conduct in pub-
lic areas,” the Carnival statement said. “Arrange-
ments have been made for drag performances in 
the main theater featuring stars from LOGO TV. 
These functions will be private and only the per-
formers are permitted to dress in drag while in 
the theater. Guests are not allowed to dress in 
drag for the performances or in public areas at 
any time during the cruise.”
 The Carnival statement, issued by Vicky Rey, 
the company’s vice president-guest services, 
says that any guest who violates Carnival poli-
cies and/or whose behavior affects the comfort 
and enjoyment of other guests will be disem-
barked at their own expense and no refund will 
be given.
 Representatives from Carnival Cruise Lines 
were unavailable for direct comment; however, 
Carnival President and CEO Gerry Cahill issued a 
statement on Tuesday afternoon, which Carnival 
representatives sent to Windy City Times.
 “Within the last 24 hours, we became aware 
of a miscommunication between Carnival Cruise 
Lines and AlandChuck.travel, who have booked 
a large special interest group on the upcom-
ing Carnival Glory cruise departing December 2, 
2012,” Cahill wrote. “The group, ‘Drag Stars at 
Sea,’ includes several performances by stars from 
Logo TV as part of a series of private events on-
board. When the group was presented to us, we 
were advised that only the performers would be 
dressed in drag during the private events. How-
ever, we are now aware that this was not clearly 
communicated to members of the group and 
therefore anyone who wishes to dress in drag 
may do so. Please keep in mind that our safety 
and security procedures require guests to pres-
ent government-issued ID, and to be recogniz-
ably that person.
 “At Carnival, we are proud to carry more than 
4.5 million guests every year and we welcome 
them all aboard. We do not practice any form 
of discrimination against the LGBT or any other 
community. We sincerely apologize for the mis-

communication and for any unintended offense 
we have caused.”
 Cahill added that, given the misunderstand-
ing, anyone on this cruise who wishes to cancel 
for any reason may do so and will receive a full 
refund of their cruise fare, as well as reimburse-
ment for any non-refundable travel-related ex-
penses.
 “We constantly strive to provide our guests 
with a fun and memorable vacation. We look 
forward to welcoming everyone onboard Carni-
val Glory and again want to apologize for the 
misunderstanding and for any offense we have 
caused,” Cahill said.
 Windmeyer is shocked and angered, and de-
cided not to go on the cruise. “I never once saw 
this in their policy and I am guessing that I 
was not the only one since this is an URGENT 
NOTICE less than a week prior to the cruise,” he 
said. “The only thing in policy they said was no 
masks. I am left with so many questions and am 
a bit upset by this. Who is to determine what is 
drag and doesn’t this present many safety issues 
for gender nonconforming passengers?
 “The debacle of this URGENT NOTICE and the 
threat [of getting kicked off the ship] has really 
created a climate that is hostile and unwelcom-
ing.”
 Windmeyer said they spent $2,500 for the 
cruise. He called his travel agent with ALand-
CHUCK.travel on Monday night, but no one an-
swered and Windmeyer was not able to leave a 
voice-mail message. The agent’s voice-mail was 
full, Windmeyer said.
 Windmeyer sent an email to ALandCHUCK.
travel stating his outrage and requesting a full 
refund. As of Tuesday morning, he had not re-
ceived a reply.
 “There is speculation that ALandCHUCK.travel 
knew this information all along, but didn’t want 
to share it with their guests because if [the 
guests] knew that they too couldn’t come in 
drag, they wouldn’t have registered,” Windmeyer 
said.
 ALandCHUCK.travel, based in Sarasota, Fla., is 
part of America’s largest gay owned travel com-
pany, according to the company website. “We 
have 11 offices, own our own motor coaches 
and plan cruises and tours worldwide to Pride 
Events, Gay Festivals, circuit parties and more,” 
it states. “ALandCHUCK.travel is a top 1 percent 
travel company and this allows you to enjoy spe-
cial features you won’t find anywhere else in the 
gay marketplace.”
 ALandCHUCK.travel promotes the Drag Stars 

At Sea, set to run through Dec. 9, and that it 
is EXCLUSIVELY through ALandCHUCK.travel. 
“We regret that reservations through any other 
travel agency or through Carnival directly will 
not have access [to] Drag Stars at Sea Private 
events,” according to the company website. “All 
ALandCHUCK.travel guests will be issued a non-
transferable wrist band for each event and will 
have to check in with security at the door of 
each entertainment venue. Any passengers that 
have booked directly through Carnival can trans-
fer their reservations to ALandCHUCK.travel and 
enjoy the many exclusive benefits and events of-
fered ONLY for the Drag Stars at Sea Cruise.”
 Representatives of ALandCHUCK.travel were 
unavailable for direct comment; however, the 
company’s Facebook page offers an update, in-
cluding the fact that it does not believe Carnival 
intentionally meant any offense.
 “This is especially important in the cruise lines 
support of our community to make this state-
ment to EVERY GUEST aboard the December 2 
sailing,” the statement from ALandCHUCK.travel 
said. “You can rest assure that they respect our 
community and you can be comfortable with the 
wonderful experience in store for you on this 
very unique cruise.
 “As we pointed out earlier, we want to say 
we heard today’s feedback and take it very se-
riously. Al and Chuck are 25-year partners and 
have experienced first-hand many of the issues 
that have been discussed today. They have been 
involved in every facet of the GLBT community. 
This year alone they participated with the Presi-
dent in the GLBT re-election summit, were table 
captains for the HRC National Dinner in Wash-
ington and financially support many of our com-
munity’s most important charities. Even your 
Pillage & Plunder party in Ft Lauderdale is a fund 
raiser to support South Florida Summer Pride. Is-
sues of equality are very important to them and 
our company. We are a UNIQUE COMPANY for our 
community and our staff includes men & woman 
including gay, lesbian, and straight employees. 
We are proud to stand on our record for issues of 
community with any travel company in America. 
 “Again, we apologize for any inconvenience or 
hurt that this situation may have caused any of 
you personally. While we are America’s Largest 
Gay Travel company, we are still a small family 
company. We continue to do our best and will 
continue to try to do our best. The cruise is go-
ing to be unique in all the world and a wonderful 
experience.”

 

Disappointed cruisers have become quite vocal 
on Facebook and other social media. In fact, a 
“Boycott Carnival—Refund the Drag Race at Sea 
Cruise” page has started—and already has al-
most 400 members.
 Robin Day, according to his Facebook profile, 
lives in Montreal and is married to a man. Day 
wrote on Facebook: “We were so looking forward 
to this. We booked back in February and now we 
don’t even want to go.”
 Jenna Talia, according to his Facebook pro-
file, is a male living in San Francisco. He posted 
online: “I am so upset, not only because I have 
brand new pair of [expletive] heels I was about 
to bring on board, but because I’ve pretty much 
been told to put a foot back in the closet. I paid 
just as much, if not more, (luxury room) then a 
lot of people on the cruise and to be told I can’t 
dress in drag at all is just total crap. Even if I 
wasn’t, I still want that to be my choice. Very 
sad and offended.”
 According to the Boycott Carnival page on 
Facebook, RuPaul contestant Raja cancelled her 
scheduled appearance on the cruise after the 
announcement—and speculation continues to 
mount that others will, too.
 Windmeyer noted that RuPaul “has not yet 
responded to the complaints on her Facebook 
page.”

Cruise upsets gay
passengers with
drag-event notice
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talks about being

an AIDS activist
 

—Male model guilty
of murdering lover

—Minneapolis gets 
first female, gay 
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West point chapel hosts 
its first same-sex wedding
 Army veteran and OutServe-SLDN board member Brenda S. “Sue” Fulton married Penelope Dara 
Gnesin in the first same-sex marriage at the Cadet Chapel at West Point, N.Y., according to an 
OutServe-SLDN press release.
 “West Point holds special significance to both me and Penny,” said Fulton in a statement. 
“From the time I was a cadet, what West Point stands for—integrity, leadership, selfless ser-
vice—have been my touchstones. When Penny and I worked on ending ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ we 
kept coming back to the core value of integrity, and that’s what made a difference. To be able 
to legalize our union here, especially at the Cadet Chapel, is really important to us.” 
 Fulton is also executive director of Knights Out, an organization of LGBT West Point graduates 
and allies. The couple met in 1995. Photo courtesy of Jeff Sheng

Campus Pride Executive Director shane Wind-
meyer. Photo from Windmeyer

brenda s. “sue” 
Fulton and
Penelope Dara 
Gnesin. 
Photo from
jeff sheng
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by lisa KEEN
KEEN NEWs sERviCE
 
The U.S. Supreme Court has once again delayed 
indicating whether it will hear one or more of 
10 petitions before it concerning same-sex mar-
riage.
 Many legal observers expected to hear Dec. 3 
that the court refused to hear an appeal con-
cerning Prop 8 and an appeal concerning Arizo-
na’s law banning equal benefits for the domestic 
partners of gay state employees.
 However, when that day’s Orders List appeared 
at 9:30 a.m. ET, neither those cases nor any of 
the eight petitions concerning the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) were on it.
 Later in the morning, the Supreme Court web-
site indicated the justices have rescheduled –or 
“re-listed”—all 10 petitions for its next sched-
uled conference meeting, Friday, Dec. 7.
 Veteran Supreme Court reporter Lyle Dennis-
ton speculated recently that the announcement 
of a decision not to take up the Prop 8 case 
could take longer than usual because some jus-
tices might be writing dissents from the court’s 
decision not to review the lower court decision.
 Four justices must agree to hear a case in or-
der for it to be taken up for review by the Su-
preme Court.
 A decision not to take up the Prop 8 case, 
Hollingsworth v. Perry, will mean that same-sex 
couples will again be able to obtain marriage 
licenses in California within just a few days—a 
major development legally and politically. Offi-
cials in San Francisco and Los Angeles have been 
actively preparing for what they expect to be 
thousands of same-sex couples seeking marriage 
licenses, since November 2008 when a voter ap-

proved initiative amended the state constitu-
tion to stop allowing same-sex marriages in the 
state.
 It would also mean that California, the most 
populous state in the nation, would become the 
tenth state, plus the District of Columbia, to en-
able same-sex couples to marry. That adds up 
to 28 percent of the U.S. population living in a 
jurisdiction where same-sex couples can marry.
 Of equal concern is how the court will eventu-
ally decide to take up the appeals of decisions 
from three U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal that 
have struck down DOMA as unconstitutional. The 
high court could potentially take none, but most 
legal experts say it is almost certain to accept 
one or more of the five cases.
 In a less-visible case, the court has also been 
asked to hear a case from Arizona, Brewer v. 
Diaz, challenging a state law that bans equal 
benefits for gay state employees and their do-
mestic partners.
 Gay legal activists are studiously resisting the 
temptation to speculate about the amount of 
time the court is taking to decide whether to 
take any of the cases.
 The justices were first scheduled to discuss the 
cases in conference in late September. That con-
ference was rescheduled for mid-November and 
then re-scheduled again for Nov. 30.
 Ted Olson, part of the high-profile legal team 
that has been successfully challenging Prop 8, 
said Dec. 3 that it’s “not unusual for complex 
cases to be re-listed,” or be discussed by the 
justices in more than one of their private con-
ferences.
 The court could conceivably issue an Orders 
List on any of the cases on Dec. 7, following its 
conference meeting, or on Dec. 10 as part of its 

routine Orders List issuance.
 The court’s calendar suggests that, if one or 
more of the cases is accepted for review, it will 
likely be argued in late March but could be as 
late as April 24.
 ©2012 Keen News service. all rights re-
served.

fla. postmaster
issues harvey 
Milk stamps
by matthEW C. ClaRK

A commemorative Harvey Milk private local post 
stamp was issued Nov. 27 on the 34th anniver-
sary of the late, first openly gay politician’s as-
sassination—and Panama City, Fla., postmaster 
Douglas Sandler created the stamp. A stamp col-
lector, Sandler said h is interested in honoring 
historic individuals and renewing the public’s 
interest in stamp collecting.
 “I want to make sure he’s honored correctly,” 
Sandler said. “A lot of people don’t know who his 
is, and to me that doesn’t make any sense.”
 Milk was assassinated Nov. 27, 1978, after 
serving nearly a year as the first openly gay 
member of San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors. 
He was known as “The Mayor of Castro Street.” 
Known for his political savvy and coalition-
building, Milk successfully engineered a strike 
against Coors Beers in San Francisco gay bars in 
support of the Teamsters Union. 
 While serving as a city supervisor, he success-
fully passed a gay-rights ordinance for the city. 
Dan White, a former member of the board, killed 
Milk along with the late mayor of San Francisco 
George Moscone. Individuals outraged by what 
they saw as a light sentenced started riots in 
San Francisco (events known as the White Night 
Riots) in 1979.
 “There’s not many people who are willing to 
stand up for their ideals and, unfortunately, give 
their lives to them,” Sandler said.

 The stamp is a valid private local post stamp, 
which many stamp enthusiasts and collectors 
make every year. In order to be used in mail-
ings it will still need to be accompanied with 
national postage, Sandler explained.
 Sandler says he has wanted to introduce a 
new generation to stamp collecting after say-
ing he noticed interest has been dying off. It is 
his hope that this private stamp will encourage 
the government to issue its own official postal 
stamp honoring Milk. Sandler has previously 
made stamps honoring Panama City and Tibet. 
He plans on releasing a similar stamp with an 
image of Moscone next year.
 The first run of the stamps will be without ad-
hesive backing. Individuals wanting to purchase 
a sheet can visit www.panamacityprivatelocal-
post.com. 

Groups criticize 
‘Dr. oz’ show on 
reparative therapy
 GLAAD; The Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN); and PFLAG National released 
a joint statement denouncing the Dr. Oz Show 
for airing an episode debating the merits of so-
called reparative therapy. 
 According to the statement, the first two seg-
ments of the show featured two proponents of 
so-called reparative therapy, neither of whom 
was challenged by Oz or any guests. These two 
“ex-gay” activists, however, were invited to stay 
and rebut statements from opponents for the re-
mainder of the program.
 The groups urged Oz to stand with the entire 
medical community against this so-called thera-
py, and to tell his LGBT viewers that he does not 
support the idea that their sexual orientation 
should be “repaired.” 
 Sony Pictures and Oprah Winfrey’s Harpo Pro-
ductions launched Dr. Oz in 2009. The Dr. Oz 
show had no comment.
—Andrew Davis

Supreme Court delays 
marriage petitions again

http://www.pnc.com/lgbt
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by KatE sosiN

HIV infections are up among men who have sex 
with men (MSM) in Chicago, but so is aware-
ness of status. That is a according to a report 
the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
released.
 The “HIV Behavioral Surveillance Report” com-
pares data gathered in 2011 with 2008 findings, 
and overall the trend suggests increased testing 
among MSMs in the city. 
 “The report’s findings are hopeful signs that 
increased community mobilization, enhanced 
efforts in expanding HIV testing and linkage-
to-care programs are having a positive impact 
on Chicago’s HIV epidemic,” said CDPH Commis-
sioner Bechara Choucair in a statement. 
 HIV prevalence rates among MSMs in 2011 
were 20.9 percent, up from 2008, when the rate 
was 18.1 percent. 
 Still, the number of those unaware of their 
HIV status dropped dramatically over those 
three years. Seventy-six percent of those studied 
were aware of their HIV-positive status, from 50 
percent three years ago. 
 Percentages of HIV-positive MSMs receiv-
ing treatment also jumped drastically. Among 
African-American MSMs, 84 percent had been 
linked to HIV care, nearly double the 44 percent 
reported three years prior. Among Latino MSMs, 
that number went from 50 percent to 82. The 
number for white MSMs hit 100 percent, up from 
90 percent in 2008. 
 Overall testing rates increased. Ninety-nine 
percent of those surveyed have been tested for 
HIV in their lifetime, and 57 percent reported 
being tested in the last year. African-American 
youth reported the highest testing rate at 71 
percent.
 Among youth (defined as 30 and younger), 
white MSMs reported the highest jump in HIV 
rates from one percent in 2008 to 10 percent 
last year. That number for African American 
youth remained at 28 percent in both reports. 
Among Latinos, the rates decreased from nine to 
eight percent. 
  Among white MSMs overall, the prevalence of 
HIV grew from approximately 12 to 17 percent 
over those three years. African-American MSMs 
grew by three percent to 35 percent in 2011. 
Little change was shown among Latino MSMs. 
 The data also showed that prevention efforts 
primarily reached African-American men. Forty 
percent reported participating in a prevention 
program, compared with 12 percent of White 
men and 22 of Latino men.
 The Chicago report tracks HIV data through 

collected as part of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s National Behavioral Sur-
veillance System.
 The full report is available here: www.cityof-
chicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/cdph/
infectious_disease/STI_HIV_AIDS/MSMRe-
port2012.pdf.

CDph commissioner
addresses lGBt
health conference
by KatE sosiN

Those wanting to improve LGBT health need first 
to think about oppression, according to Chicago 
Department of Public Health (CPDH) Commis-
sioner Dr. Bechara Choucair.
 Choucair addressed the 2012 Chicago LGBTQ 
Health and Wellness Conference held at the Cen-
ter on Halsted Nov. 30.
 Choucair told a theater full of students that 
part of the city’s approach to cutting down on 
LGBT health disparities included tackling dis-
crimination.
 “When we’re thinking about addressing health 
disparities, we really have to be thinking about 
social-justice issues,” Choucair said.
 Disparities impacting LGBT people in Chicago 
include elevated tobacco use, heart disease, 
obesity, cancer, sexually transmitted diseases, 
heart disease, violence and lack of access to 
healthcare. Those disparities result from dis-
crimination, lack of legal protections and a 
shortage of social programs, Choucair said.
 Compounding that problem, said Choucair, is 
the lack of visibility for LGBT people in health-
care. Often, he said, health providers assume 
their patients are heterosexual, and LGBTs are 
not included in many health studies either be-
cause researchers don’t know how to ask or be-
cause LGBT people are reluctant to come out. 
 Choucair touted the city’s efforts tackle those 
disparities in its “Healthy Chicago” plan, which 
includes a report on LGBT people. (Coverage of 
that report can be viewed at www.windycity-
mediagroup.com/lgbt/CDPH-releases-citywide-
LGBT-plan/37034.html.) 
 He also reaffirmed the city’s commitment to 
hiring a new director of CDPH’s Office of LGBT 
Health. That position has been empty since 
June 2010, sparking rumors that the office 
might close. Choucair said the city is looking to 
hire for the position soon.  
 

CDph report: MSM 
hiV infections up—
but so is testing

Writer Gene 
janowski dies
 Chicagoan Gene Janowski, a pioneer in Chi-
cago LGBT politics and writing, died suddenly 
Nov. 23. He was 68.
 After an eight-year career as a profes-
sional ice skater with the world-touring Ice 
Capades, he returned to Chicago in 1977 and 
he became involved with a number of LBGT 

organizations. Janowski was involved with 
PRIDEChicago for 32 years and designed its 
website and Pride Guide. He worked for Gay-
Life newspaper, Windy City Times and Gay 

Chicago Magazine, for which he wrote a op-ed 
column. 
 Janowski was a member of NewTown Writers 
and the author of several short stories and 
plays, and was an officer in the Windy City 
Motorcycle Club. He was also socially active 
and was a member of Dignity and Prime Tim-
ers. 
  Services will be held at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 9, at Broadway Methodist Church, 3338 
N. Broadway.

Steve Starr event
taking place Dec. 12
 An event that photographer Steve Starr was 
organizing to mark 45 years in the business 
will now be a tribute to Starr, who recently 
passed away.
 On Wed., Dec. 12, “The Face of News”—
showcasing Starr’s photos of journalists, 
broadcasters, reporters, columnists and pub-
lishers—will take place at the Murphy Audi-
torium, 50 E. Erie St., 6-9:30 p.m.
 Tickets start at $100 each for the event, 
and people can also make donations; see 
http://stevestarr.eventbrite.com. 

affinity holding 
benefit show Dec. 15
 The group Affinity will hold a benefit con-
cert featuring singer Amy Kelly Saturday, Dec. 
15, 4-8 p.m., at Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted 
St.
 There will be a raffle, with a ski trip going 
to the winner. Tickets are $20 for the event; 
see http://affinityamykellyconcert.event-
brite.com.

Gene janowski.

Give a Gift 
that Helps 

Save 
Animals’ 

Lives
Each year, Tree House Humane Society rescues hundreds 
of stray kittens and cats in need. You can help this year.

Holiday Gifts that Make a Difference
•	Lights	of	Love	Tribute	Lights - Honor or remember 
 someone special (Lighting Ceremony, Dec. 8th)

•	Holiday 	Greeting	Cards 

•	Holiday	Raffle - Chance to win a trip to Vegas and more

•	Shop	the	Tree	House	Store

Tree House Headquarters 
1212 West Carmen Avenue 

Tree House Bucktown Branch 
1629 North Ashland Avenue 

TreeHouseAnimals.org

Please Give this 
Holiday Season
Visit: TreeHouseAnimals.org

Call: 773-784-5488 ext. 230

Ehrlich Dental
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

• Licensed Sedation Dentistry
• Check Out Our Reviews Online

3118 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL
(773) 935-0300

www.EhrlichDental.com

Serving Lakeview & Beyond! 

“A great dental experience...“
“ I have never felt more at ease in a doctor’s offi ce...”  
Over 150 patients have reviewed our work and awarded us a 99.4% positive patient rating! 
Read reviews for yourself at www.demandforce.com/dentist/ehrlichdental

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD PC, General & Cosmetic Dentistry

3118 N. Sheffi eld Ave. Suite 1N, Lakeview, Chicago, Illinois  60657

EDUCATION  BA: University of Chicago, DMD: Tufts University, GPR: Rush University

Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago
Call 773-935-0300
www.ehrlichdental.com

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD

“I have never felt more at ease in a dentist’s office.”

http://www.ehrlichdental.com
http://www.treehouseanimals.org
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viEWPoiNt by johN-maNuEl aNDRiotE 

Even in the first decade of the now three-de-
cade-long HIV/AIDS plague, there was already 
talk about “the changing face” of the epidemic. 
We were told that face was getting darker as 
more people of color were affected, and more 
feminine as women also were being diagnosed 
in greater numbers. This generalization is still 
made today, and even makes headlines.
 While it’s true that the proportion of minori-
ties with HIV has risen over the years, the fact 
is that, since AIDS was first reported among a 
group of gay men in 1981, gay and bisexual 
men of all colors continue to account for by far 
the largest number of those infected with HIV, 
those at risk for infection, and those living with 
untreated HIV. Like it or not, HIV/AIDS in the 
United States is still a profoundly “gay” disease.
 But you wouldn’t know it if you looked at the 
agendas and priorities of the nation’s top LGBT 
political groups. Beginning in the late 1980s, 
they effectively handed off HIV/AIDS to orga-
nizations that focus exclusively on this issue. 
The problem with this strategy is that, without 
advocacy from our most influential organiza-
tions—advocacy focused specifically on the 
needs of gay and bisexual men—the issues af-
fecting those most in need are pushed to the 
margins of the LGBT legislative and political 
agenda.
 The Obama administration’s “2010 National 
HIV/AIDS Strategy,” the nation’s first attempt 
in three decades to develop a cohesive strat-
egy to address the epidemic, calls for a much 
more targeted focus on gay/bi men—and much 
more involvement by our community organiza-
tions in advocating for us. Like millions of other 
unemployed, underemployed, and uninsured 
Americans caught in the grips of the Great Re-
cession, these men—and I count myself among 
them—rely on public programs such as Medicaid 
and the federal Ryan White Program, which pro-
vides assistance with insurance premiums, medi-
cations, and support services aimed at keeping 
them connected to the medical care they need 
to stay well and reduce the risk of infecting 
others. They tend not to have the disposable 
income needed to have clout with the national 
LGBT political organizations.
 With their attention and resources aimed in-
stead at marriage equality—a priority for their 
educated, affluent (mostly white) support-
ers—it’s not clear whether these groups will 
rise again to the challenge of HIV/AIDS in gay 
America as they once did so brilliantly in the 
early, terrifying years. A movement about mar-
riage and family may seem to be an easier sell to 
the American public, but at what cost?

the national movement bows out
 The world has changed since Ginny Apuzzo de-
manded $100 million for AIDS at a Congressional 
hearing on Aug. 1, 1983. Two years after the 
first reported cases, total federal spending for 
the deadly new disease was only $14.5 million. 
In 2012, the U.S. government spent a total of 
$27.7 billion to combat HIV.
 Washington lobbying was a new experience for 
gay advocates in the early ‘80s. Apuzzo, who 
became director of the National Gay Task Force 
in 1982 (the “L word” was added later to make 
it the NGLTF), told me: “What you have to un-
derstand is that the gay and lesbian community 
in 1980 to ‘81 had only one experience with 
lobbying—that was how to get the gay rights 
bill through. Every session you’d go in and add 
two or three sponsors, get people to write from 
home. That’s where this community’s experience 
was, and it had to turn around on a dime.”
 Millions of dollars were raised for AIDS in the 
‘80s, expanding the budgets, staffs and visibil-
ity of AIDS-focused organizations as well as the 
national gay and lesbian political groups, par-
ticularly the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) and 
the NGLTF. John D’Emilio, a noted historian of 
the LGBT movement and history professor at the 

University of Illinois, told me: “AIDS built the 
gay movement. It shook loose the resources to 
transform a movement that was small and based 
almost entirely on volunteer labor into a move-
ment of full-time people who were devoting 
themselves to this work and getting paid for it.”
 But if HRC and NGLTF began to look away from 
HIV/AIDS issues in the late ‘80s, this trend ac-
celerated once the HIV-fighting drugs hit the 
market beginning in 1996. The highly active 
antiretroviral therapy (HAART) made it possible 
to talk about living with HIV rather than dy-
ing from AIDS. Perhaps this shift in priorities 
was understandable, but it raised the ques-
tion whether these organizations were serious 
in their claim that they represented the entire 
LGBT community.
 John D’Emilio, who was the first director of 
NGLTF’s Policy Institute in the mid-’90s, ad-
mitted that over the past decade, “AIDS has 
dropped off the face of the gay map. It’s not 
that national and state organizations do noth-
ing about it, but it’s not a priority. It gets a lot 
less attention than ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ and 
ENDA [the Employment Non-Discrimination Act], 
and, in the last few years, marriage.” 
 Commenting on the rise of marriage equality 
as the paramount issue on the agenda, D’Emilio 
added, “The lack of access to marriage is not 
exactly a crisis. But think of the mobilization 
and energy that has gone into that in the last 
five to ten years as opposed to an issue in which 
thousands of people are dying each year. AIDS 
is much more of a crisis than marriage. Marriage 
appeals to people who have social and economic 
status. AIDS hits more strongly people who don’t 
have economic status.”
 I asked HRC’s chief counsel, Brian Moulton, to 
respond to critics who say that the HRC isn’t 
advocating strongly enough for the HIV commu-
nity. He pointed to the group’s ongoing moni-
toring of the federal appropriations process, 
“advocating for appropriate funding and oppos-
ing restrictions on syringe exchange and other 
ideologically driven policy decisions.” 
 He said HRC also is working with various orga-
nizations to support a new anti-criminalization 
bill, to remove the organ transplant ban be-
tween HIV-positive individuals, and to push the 
Food and Drug Administration to adopt a blood-
donation policy that doesn’t categorically ex-

clude gay/bi men. Moulton also shared an issue 
brief HRC published this year—the only thing on 
its website specifically mentioning gay/bi men.
 To put Moulton’s comments in perspective, he 
mentioned nothing about advocating for a pro-
portionate share of federal HIV prevention dol-
lars, or about efforts to repeal the pernicious 
1987 “Helms Amendment”—named for the late, 
rabidly anti-gay North Carolina Senator Jesse 
Helms—that continues to restrict federal sup-
port for the kind of targeted, explicit prevention 
messages public health experts have called for 
since 1986.
 As for the NGLTF, as of July 2012, three slen-
der paragraphs about HIV/AIDS on their web-
site were still quoting the group’s statement for 
World AIDS Day 2009. (To be sure, HIV/AIDS 
wasn’t the only issue featuring outdated infor-
mation on their website.) NGLTF’s communica-
tions director Inge Sarda-Sorensen said in an 
e-mail that the Task Force (as it now prefers to 
be called) is working to implement the Afford-
able Care Act; to get the federal government to 
eliminate its policy of no condoms in prison; to 
advocate for increased data collection efforts to 
understand the spread of HIV in the transgender 
and people of color communities; and to con-
tinue to address HIV/AIDS in its annual “Creat-
ing Change” training conference in “an array of 
workshops, sessions and keynotes.”
 However, of the hundreds of workshops offered 
at the Jan. 21-29, 2012, conference in Balti-
more, a grand total of only three workshops fo-
cused on HIV/AIDS—which can hardly be called 
an “array.” In fact, the three workshops—”HIV 
and Aging: Why HIV and Aging Policy Matters (or 
Should Matter) to the LGBT Community,” “Meet-
ing the HIV Prevention Needs of Young Black 
MSM [men who have sex with men] in Baltimore 
City: A Reflection” and “Best Practices for En-
gaging MSM Communities during Black Gay Pride 
Events”—barely scratch the surface. That Creat-
ing Change is considered the premier boot camp 
for future activists bodes ill for HIV/AIDS ad-
vocacy on behalf of gay/bisexual men—and for 
LGBT people in general. By not drawing deeply 
from the “heroic legacy” of gay America’s victo-
ries and defeats in the AIDS epidemic, activists 
who aren’t well grounded in the community’s 
very recent past lack the depth needed to anchor 
their efforts to create a just and equal future.

still a gay disease
 In communities across the United States, or-
ganizations created to serve middle-class gay 
men with AIDS now struggle to raise funds to 
serve the lower-income gay/bi men, particularly 
African-American and Latino men, who today 
rely on their services. Their traditional donors—
middle-class and affluent white gay men—have 
“moved on” since they can now get their HIV-re-
lated medical care from their private physicians.
 Rick Siclari, director of Care Resource, the larg-
est HIV service provider in South Florida, told 
me in a 2010 interview it’s “a whole new world” 
for middle-class white gay men—even in his city 
of Miami, with the highest rate of AIDS cases in 
the country. “White gay men are not giving as 
much today,” he said. Now the agency is hoping 
its new clients, many of them black and Latino, 
will participate in fundraising by giving them 
the chance to make smaller donations in the five 
to ten dollar range.
 The old ACT UP slogan of “Silence = Death” 
still holds, if by “silence” we mean withholding 
of support. This failure of the gay community to 
help those in need is based on and justified by 
the (false) belief that HIV is no longer primarily 
a “gay” problem—simply because of the expe-
rience of a non-representative segment of the 
gay/bisexual male population. And yet, consider 
the following statistics:
 —In Miami-Dade County, white gay and bisex-
ual men accounted for only seventeen percent of 
the 32,710 AIDS cases reported between 1981 
and July 2010, and only 25 percent of the cases 
just among gay and bisexual men there. Hispan-
ics and black men are almost exactly equal, each 
at around 41 percent of the city and county’s 
AIDS cases. All these men together account for 
74 percent of the city’s MSM—comprising 54 
percent Hispanics and 20 percent African-Amer-
icans.
 —Gay men are 60 times more likely than het-
erosexual men, and 54 times more likely than 
all women, to be diagnosed with HIV. Gay men 
account for 48 percent of the more than one 
million people living with HIV in the United 
States—an estimated 532,000 men (according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, or CDC).
 —MSM, including those who inject drugs, con-
stituted 58 percent (24,977) of the estimated 

reclaiming hiV as a ‘gay’ disease

an aCt uP die-in. Photo by lisa howe-Ebright
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42,959 Americans (31,872 of them males) newly 
diagnosed in 2009 with HIV infection.
 —In 21 major U.S. cities, one in five gay men 
is HIV-positive. Of 8,153 gay and bisexual men 
tested in the cities, 1,562 were positive. In Bal-
timore, 38 percent were positive; 29 percent in 
New York City; 26 percent each in Dallas and 
Houston; 23 percent in both Miami and San 
Francisco; and 21 percent in New Orleans.
 —Nearly half of all infected gay/bi men don’t 
know they are HIV-positive. More than two-
thirds of infected black men, and nearly eighty 
percent of HIV-positive young men aged eigh-
teen to 24, are unaware they have the virus.
 —As of 2008, AIDS had killed an estimated 
617,025 Americans—48 percent (296,222) of 
them gay and bisexual men, most in the prime 
of life.
 The CDC reported a strong link between men’s 
socioeconomic status and HIV. The lower a man’s 
income, the higher his risk for HIV. The higher 
his education and income, the more likely he 
was to know his HIV status. There was no sur-
prise in this confirmation that low income cor-
relates to lack of insurance and late diagnosis of 
HIV-positive status.

What is to be done?
 So, what does HIV, as a “gay” disease in the 
United States, look like today? It looks a lot like 
other chronic, potentially fatal illnesses affect-
ing people who need specialized medical care 
and costly treatments to keep them well. As with 
type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure or treatable 
cancer, access to medical care and treatment is 
the key difference between living well with HIV 
or dying from AIDS.
 The Obama administration’s signature health-
care reform—the Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
which was upheld by the Supreme Court on 
June 28, 2012—has tremendous implications 
for people living with HIV/AIDS, particularly the 
law’s requirement (starting in 2014) that insur-
ance companies can no longer deny coverage to 
the estimated 112 million Americans who have a 
pre-existing condition, including the estimated 
1.1 million who are living with HIV.
 Since the court’s 5-4 ruling to uphold the law, 
the advocates are breathing a bit easier. Howev-
er, according to Ronald Johnson, vice president 
for policy and advocacy with AIDS United, “it 
will be a brief sigh of relief. Now that we have 
the base of the ACA, and health care reform is in 
place, we have a huge agenda to make it work.”

 Carl Schmid, deputy director of the AIDS In-
stitute, observed that HIV advocates are now 
concerned about the implementation of the 
ACA, the expansion of Medicaid, and the need 
for the federal government to provide tools to 
the states and to service providers that rely on 
federal Ryan White Program funding. Schmid is 
concerned about what a Mitt Romney presiden-
cy would mean for the progress that has been 
achieved under President Obama. “The choices 
are really clear,” he said. “The Republicans are 
on record that they want to repeal this [ACA], 
and Romney as well. The Democrats and Obama 
are very clear they want to maintain the reform.”
 As for HIV/AIDS and the LGBT equality move-
ment, Schmid argued that the lack of visible in-
volvement from the HRC and the Task Force has 
consequences beyond merely fueling the percep-
tion that HIV/AIDS isn’t a priority for them. It 
contributes to the dearth of public awareness 
about how hard-hit the gay male community 
continues to be.
 Increasing that awareness, publicizing the fact 
that gay and bisexual men of all colors continue 
to bear the disproportionate burden of HIV/AIDS 
in the U.S., isn’t going to come about through 
three workshops at the Task Force’s “Creating 
Change” conference. It’s not likely that HRC’s 
issue brief will reach many members of the 
gay public, let alone the general public. What’s 
needed is for every LGBT organization in America 
to reclaim HIV/AIDS as a distinctly “gay” prob-
lem, one that affects the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of gay and bisexual men nationwide.
 Johnson sees responsibility for this project 
on both sides—the full-time HIV advocates and 
the national LGBT organizations: “Those of us 
in the HIV community, particularly those of us 
who straddle the communities, need to push and 
engage our brothers and sisters who are in the 
LGBT movement to get re-engaged. Those of us, 
gay men and lesbians of color, need to take on 
this challenge because gay and bisexual men 
continue to be the most impacted community 
in the United States. HIV is still a critical public 
health and individual health issue for the LGBT 
community.”
 john-manuel andriote is the author of vic-
tory Deferred: how aiDs Changed Gay life 
in america (1999 and 2011 editions). this 
article originally appeared in the Gay & les-
bian Review Worldwide (september-october 
2012).

Ferd Eggan (left) speaks at an aCt uP rally. Photo by lisa howe-Ebright

by KatE sosiN

Representatives from city, county, state and 
federal government came together to talk 
about anti-LGBT hate crimes and discrimina-
tion at a special two-part panel that the Cen-
ter on Halsted hosted Nov. 27.
 The panel, which largely focused on how 
Chicagoans can file complaints or recieve 
support from government entities, included 
representatives from the Chicago Police De-
partment (CPD), the Chicago Commission on 
Human Relations (CCHR), the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, the Cook County Department 
of Human Rights, the Cook County State’s At-
torney’s office and the Illinois Department of 
Human Rights (IDHR). Also on hand were rep-
resentatives from the Anti-Violence Project 
housed at Center on Halsted and the Chicago 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.
 Anne Huffman, Anti-Violence Project man-
ager at Center on Halsted, and CPD Officer 
Mike Ghuneim both noted that not all hate 
incidents are hate crimes. A person must both 
be a victim of a crime and a member on one of 
the legally protected classes, Ghuneim said. 
Further, that crime must be motivated by bias 
against a protected class.
 Ghuneim encouraged those reporting hate 
crimes to be specific about why they believe 
they were victims of a hate crime.
 “It is very important that the reporting of-
ficer get the exact language used,” he said. 
 Norman White, hate crimes specialist for 
CCHR, said the city has seen a shift in hate 
crimes reporting over the years. In past years, 
he said, most anti-LGBT related hate crimes 
were reported along Halsted in Boystown. To-
day, they are spread throughout the city.
 “A lot of the victims are becoming younger 
and younger, especially on the South Side,” 
White said. 
 Audience members questioned panelists on 
their efforts to encourage hate crime report-
ing and to inform the public about resources 
they offer. 
 Among the lesser known entities was the 
Community Relations Service (CRS), a part of 
the U.S. Department of Justice. Justin Lock 
and Kenith Bergeron of CRS said their Chicago 
office does not have a litigation function. 
Rather, CRS mediates  community conflicts. 
 Also present on the panel was Alicia Oeser, 
the new LGBTQ hate crime specialist for the 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s office.  Huff-
man previously held that position until rec-
ommended cuts threatened her job last year. 
However, those cuts did include the position 
of community outreach specialist and LGBT li-
aison, a job previously held by veteran activ-
ist Vernita Gray. 
 Oeser said that cuts to the state’s attorney’s 
community education positions has hindered 
the office’s ability to do outreach.
 “The outreach isn’t really happening in 
terms of prevention on the State’s Attorney’s 
end,” Oeser said.
 In terms of discrimination, officials noted 
that they have been receiving a number of 
complaints from transgender people about 
access to restrooms.
 “I think we’re just beginning to see the tip 
of that iceberg,” said MaryNic Foster, execu-
tive director of the Cook County Department 
of Human Rights. 
 Among those complaints this year was one 
from Meggan Sommerville, a Hobby Lobby 
employee who was denied access to the wom-
en’s room at work, despite having an ID that 
says “female.”
 IDHR dismissed Sommerville’s complaint 
earlier this year, a move seen by most activ-

ists as a mistake on the part of an IDHR in-
vestigator. One audience member questioned 
Marian Honel of IDHR’s Fair Housing Division 
on the kinds of training that IDHR employees 
receive on gender identity. Honel said she had 
not heard of the case in question but said 
that employees undergo gender identity and 
sexual orientation training. 

More join Maine West
hazing lawsuit
by KatE sosiN

Three additional Maine West High School stu-
dents have come forward and joined a law-
suit alleging that the school failed to protect 
them against an abusive hazing ritual.
 Four students are not suing the Des Plaines 
school over allegations that coaches sanc-
tioned sexual assault.
 Two coaches have been reassigned over the 
controversy and another three have been re-
lieved of their duties, according to a state-
ment from the school.
 According to the lawsuit filed in Cook 
County Circuit Court, the school’s varsity soc-
cer coaches ordered the hazing, during which 
freshman varsity soccer players beaten, held 
down and sexually assaulted by teammates.
 The fourth plaintiff in the case alleges that 
teammates removed his pants and underwear 
and threatened to harm him at least 10 dif-
ferent times in 2008, when he was on the 
school’s varsity baseball team.
 Coach Michael Divincenzo headed both 
teams. He has been relieved of his teaching 
and coaching positions, pending an investi-
gation.
 Maine Township High School District 207 
released a statement that says the allega-
tions are being taken seriously and that the 
district contacted police and the Department 
of Children and Family Services immediately.

authorities: 
ohio man had
relations with minor
 An Ohio man allegedly sent an underage 
boy sexually explicit photos and videos, and 
then traveled to the Chicago area several 
times to have sex with the boy, according to 
the Chicago Tribune.
 Police and prosecutors had been investi-
gating David Six, 53, since the boy’s mother 
notified Palos Heights police that Six might 
be conducting an “inappropriate relationship” 
with her son, who was under age 17.
 Six was arrested at a Burr Ridge hotel Nov. 
26; he was charged with aggravated criminal 
sexual abuse and possession of harmful mate-
rial.

plaques removed 
for reprocessing
 Several of the Legacy Walk plaques that 
have dotted the Boystown section of Halsted 
Street have been temporarily removed to be 
reprocessed.
 According to Legacy Project Founder/Ex-
ecutive Director Victor Salvo, “the [Harvey] 
Milk, [Reinaldo] Arenas, [Dr. Antonia] Pantoja 
and [Oscar] Wilde plaques removed and sent 
back to be stripped and reprocessed to fix the 
faces.”
 The Legacy Project launched the Legacy 
Walk in Boystown Oct. 11, National Coming 
Out Day.

Government leaders talk 
anti-lGBt bias, hate crimes
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by mElissa WassERmaN

Talking over BlogTalkRadio about everything 
from relationships and sex to the current news 
headlines and local community members on 
their radio show “The Real Deal Experience,” Art 
“Chat Daddy” Sims and Mark Lewis (a gay and a 
straight man, respectively) sat down for an in-
terview with Windy City Times about their radio 
show, friendship, lives off the air and personal 
styles. 
 Windy City times: how’d you guys meet and 
become radio partners?
 Chat Daddy: Mark and I are actually neighbors. 
I was having a situation that was going on that 

was rather weird and crazy, and he came to in-
quire about what was going on. He was able to 
help me get a solution to my problem. And that’s 
how we ended up becoming friends. I already 
had the BlogTalkRadio slot and didn’t know what 
I was going to do with it and had not been using 
it. So, he and I decided to come up with a radio 
show hosted by a gay man and a straight man. 
 WCt: is there a format to the show?
 CD: Because I’m in morning news, my finger is 
on the pulse of a lot of things going on, news-
wise. Then he’s a topic researcher as far as hot 
topics that we need to talk about right now. We 
just try to stay current, relevant; we try to talk 
about things going on here in Chicago, but we 
also try to make it a global discussion. 
 Mark Lewis: Nothing’s off-limits for us, but we 
try to keep the show very PG-13. We try not to 
go any further than that because we give you 
enough to draw you in, but we don’t want to 
go over the edge. One, the image we’re trying 
to put forward is the image of positivity. In 
terms of format, now that the show is building 
momentum, we’re a little more diligent about 
how we organize the show and how far we put 
the show out. As the show builds, the content 
builds. 
 WCt: is that the main premise of the 
show—the gay man and the straight man?

 ML: Some segments of the show focus on 
that aspect more than others. What happens 
is as we’re going through our shtick in the 
show; you’ll see the infusion of a straight man’s 
thought process and a gay man’s process on the 
same condition. That’s what people kind of like 
to listen to because it’s just very natural. It’s 
not rehearsed.
 WCt: is that what makes the show different 
and gives it more of an edge than other radio 
shows?
 ML: I feel like we don’t beat you over the head 
with any one thing or any one perspective, and 
that’s because that’s how life should be. It’s our 
slants and views. Sometimes I’m playing the real 

straight man in terms of the straight man and 
he’s the guy who’s way out there; sometimes the 
roles reverse and I’m way out there, and he’s the 
guy who’s going down the middle of the road. So 
it just depends on what segment we’re doing. 
 CD: I’m as conservative—if not more conser-
vative—on certain things just like he is, but yet 
we talk about our sex lives or what goes on, and 
there’s a lot of commonalities there that would 
blow your mind. It’s very interesting that a lot 
of people think that straight men think one way 
and gay men think another way—and we don’t. 
It’s totally about coming together for a greater 
good of people. It’s about coming together to 
get a great message out. 
 WCt: What are current topics that interest 
you right now?
 CD: The state of political matters, and we’re 
very big [into the discussion about] HIV and 
AIDS.
 ML: You get these waves of thought, and when 
I say waves of thought I don’t just mean in our 
minds—just in society’s mind. I think every-
thing’s relative and everything’s cyclical. 
 CD: We want to be factual, but yet entertain-
ing at the same time. We want both of our per-
sonalities to come out in the show and that’s 
why we are the way we are. We want the show to 
be a great conversation with your friends. 

 WCt: are there any particular segments 
you’ve enjoyed? 
 CD: We love any shows that deal with relation-
ships. Because of my many years of being a re-
lationship expert, I’m a firm believer that other 
than the actual act of sex, there is no difference 
between gay and straight relationships. It’s the 
same BS, it’s the same mayhem, same confusion. 
That’s even how he and I became [closer] as we 
were becoming friends; we would talk on Satur-
day morning about what happened Friday night 
with our dates.
 Then we love shows where we can promote, 
market and help people with their events and 
things like that, but then we also enjoy putting 
people on blast. Mark and I don’t just put people 
on blast just because we’re disgruntled or up-
set. We put people on blast because we really do 
know there’s a better way to be treated, how to 
do things and that type of situation. 
 WCt: you’re a relationship expert?
 CD: A published relationship expert. A lot of 
my television career has been as a relationship 
expert. I’m conservative when it comes to cer-
tain things like how you treat people. I believe 
each man should be able to get out and do what 
he needs to do. I just believe in what’s right. 
People often tease me and call me a white girl 
or a white lady. I have to make sure things are 
perfect, things are right. I’m just that type of 
person. I enjoy living a white woman’s life. 
 ML: He enjoys clutching his pearls. 
 CD: I enjoy getting up for morning television 
[WCIU’s You and Me This Morning], I enjoy leav-

ing work at a certain time, I believe in getting 
my nap every day by a certain time, I believe in 
people scheduling hair appointments, nail ap-
pointments—things like that I just do. I believe 
in cooking dinner so many days a week. 
 WCt: mark, how you feel about those same 
activities as a straight guy?
 ML: I don’t clutch my pearls. 
 CD: He’s a regular dude, dude. He lives a very 
bachelor life. 
 ML: That’s the other thing. There’s certain as-
pects in my life where I might be a bit more me-
trosexual in, like, how I dress, but that’s proba-
bly where it ends. My existence is very sterile. If 
you come to my house, everything’s got a place; 
I don’t have knickknacks. I have just enough to 
live. No more no less. You go to Chat’s place, he’s 
got color and mirrors on the wall, there’s Bud-
dha and there’s tchotchkes and some little thing 
with rocks in it and the bamboo sticking out of 
it. But for me, I don’t need that. If it doesn’t 
turn on, flush, turn off, make me cool, make me 
warm; it’s not necessary. That’s just me. 
 CD: You would conduct business at his house 
and you’d come to mine for cocktails. 
 “the Real Deal Experience” can be heard 
tuesday nights at 7 p.m. at www.blogtalkra-
dio.com/therealchatdaddy. listeners can join 
the conversation at 646-649-0868 and email 
them at chatdaddyandmark@gmail.com. they 
can also be found on Facebook by typing in 
“Real Deal Experience with Chat Daddy & 
mark lewis” as well as on twitter under chat-
andmark.

art ‘Chat Daddy’ Sims
and Mark lewis:
the ‘real Deal’

From left: mark lewis and art “Chat Daddy” sims. Photo by melissa Wasserman

afC launches new
testing campaign
 The AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) 
marked World AIDS Day (Dec. 1) by announc-
ing a new campaign called Need2Know HIV, 
an initiative to educate people about the im-
portance of HIV testing.
 Partnering with health care company Ab-
bott, AFC is using social-media platforms 
such as Facebook and Twitter to increase 
awareness and encourage conversation about 
testing. The campaign continues through the 
month.
 Need2Know HIV highlights the importance 
of diagnosing HIV in its earliest stages, as 
well as ongoing viral load molecular testing 
for those living with HIV, according to a press 
release.
 Interested persons can visit www.aidschi-
cago.org or AFC’s Facebook page.

Court denies anti-gay
groups’ intervention
in marriage cases
by KatE sosiN

Three anti-gay institutions will not be al-
lowed to intervene against lawsuits that seek 
same-sex marriage in Illinois, Lambda Legal 
has announced.
 The Cook County Circuit Court has rejected 
the requests of Illinois Family Institute (IFI), 
the Church of Christian Liberty and Grace-
Gospel Fellowship church to intervene in the 
cases. 
 Tazewell County Clerk Christie Webb and Eff-
ingham County Clerk Kerry Hirtzel are already 
intervening to fight the lawsuits after Cook 
County Clerk David Orr, named in the suits, 
called the ban “unconstitutional” and refused 
to defend it. The clerks are represented by the 
Thomas More Society. 
 IFI and the churches had argued that they 
had a vested interest in the cases, filed by 
Lambda Legal and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Illinois. IFI had said its inter-
est rested in the fact that it had dedicated 
significant resources and energy to fighting 
same-sex marriage in the state. The churches 
said that overturning the ban would force 
them to perform same-sex marriages because 

the Illinois Human Rights Act mandates equal 
access to public accommodations.
 However, attorneys for the 25 couples suing 
for the right to marry countered that none of 
the three had a direct interest in the cases 
and that allowing them into the arena would 
unnecessarily slow the legal process. 
  Lambda Legal announced court’s rejection 
of the petition to intervene Nov. 30.
 “We are now closer to the day these fami-
lies can tell their stories in court, and explain 
in their own words why it is so hurtful and 
wrong to exclude them and their children ever 
from belonging to married families, without 
further unnecessary delays,” said Camilla 
Taylor, marriage project director for Lambda 
Legal, in a statement.

Equality illinois 
adds staff, offices
 Pro-LGBTQ organization Equality Illinois 
announced the appointment of new field or-
ganizers and the opening of two offices to 
expand its reach.
 The new offices are in Westmont, to cover 
the collar counties and northern Illinois out-
side Chicago and Cook County, as well as in 
Springfield, to work on issues and outreach in 
the central and southern parts of the state.
 Filling the field organizer positions in the 
offices are Rachel Skylis in Westmont and 
Kristy DeWall in Springfield. The new organiz-
ers report to Caroline Staerk, the director of 
field programs for Equality Illinois, who will 
continue to make frequent visits throughout 
the state. 

free legal 
clinic for lGBt 
DrEaMers Dec. 13
 On Thursday, Dec. 13, 4-7 p.m., there will 
be a free legal clinic for LGBT immigrant 
youth. Heartland Alliance’s National Immi-
grant Justice Center and the Chicago LGBTQ 
Immigrant Rights Coalition are sponsoring 
the event.
 Those who meet certain criteria (such as 
having entered the United States on or be-
fore June 15, 2007, and having never been 
convicted of a felony) can visit www.Immi-
grantJustice.org/LGBTDREAMers.
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Sunday, Dec. 9
5 p.m.

Kids First Book Group
Kat, Incorrigible by
Stephanie Burgis

Friday, Dec. 14
6-10 p.m.

Late-er Night Andersonville

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Suzanne Santos has trained and per-
formed as a professional clown, and 
even has a master’s degree in the-
atrical clowning. Now she’s sharing 
that passion for juggling, unicycles, 
stilts and more with area youngsters.
 Santos previously worked for the 
San Francisco Arts Education Project, 
which involved going to schools, 
teaching about multiple aspects of 
the circus.
 “I really love teaching circus; 
that’s what I’m really good at; I’m 
really good at putting an act togeth-
er with, say, 30 kids, having them 
perform,” she said.
 She spent this summer in the big 
top in Vermont, literally, working for 
Circus Smirkus which, since 1987, 
has showcased the circus arts.
 She arrived in Chicago this fall 
to fine-tune the programming for 
CircEsteem in Uptown where, since 
2001, the group’s mission, accord-
ing to its website, has been to unite 
youth from diverse racial, cultural 
and economic backgrounds and help 
them build self-esteem and mutual 
respect through the practice of cir-
cus arts.
 “I love my job; I love working with 
kids; I love seeing their faces light 
up when, for instance, they finally 
get up on the unicycle after prac-
tices for hours and hours,” Santos said. “They get to do some high-risk [circus acts] in a really safe 
place. So, when they look back on this time, hopefully this will give them confidence going forward.”
 The Winter Circus from CircEsteem is set for Dec. 15-16, which is a culmination of the youngster’s 
past 15 weeks of training.
 For more information about the Winter Circus from CircEsteem, go to www.circesteem.org.

GAYin the
LIFE

Suzanne Santos
tExt aND Photos by Ross FoRmaN

illustRatioNs by DuRChholZ

Age
31

Neighborhood
Andersonville

Relationship status
Partnered, Julieta Garcia; have been 
together four years

Job title
Program director, CircEsteem

Hobbies
Yoga, sports, playing music (guitar 
and ukulele)

Acting
Has performed for the past six years 
in Corpus Christi, a play about Jesus 
Christ growing up gay in the 1950s in 
Texas by playwright Terrence McNally 
for 108 Productions.

Sporting blood
Santos is a San Francisco Giants fan; 
baseball is her favorite sport. She 
played Little League baseball and 
basketball in college.

Pronouns
 They

identifies as
 Gender-neutral     

Neighborhood
 Western suburbs

life’s work
 “My life’s work is raising a child that understands 
and is sensitive to gender-variant people. She iden-
tifies as female (and robot, which I love). She some-
times asks me to use different pronouns and under-
stands that gender is something that is beyond pink 
and blue (I am from Mexico, and it can be difficult 
to have a family so entrenched in the idea of gender 
as a binary). As a girl, she refuses to be pegged as a 
princess. She loves super-heroes, her favorite color 
is blue--and gets a lot of grief for it at school. She is 
also experimenting with make-up, and likes to wear 
dresses, but of course, no one says anything.” 

hobbies
 “I love to write, paint, draw, and volunteer. I am 
a politics dork, so I volunteered for my candidate of 
choice. (Hint: not Mitt Romney).”

Do you have a coming out story? 
 “My coming out story is ongoing. I am not particu-
larly queer looking, much to my chagrin. A friend of 

mine posted something about being disappointed 
at being perceived as cisgender on Facebook. It was 
nice to see other people facing that same issue. I 
am often told that I don’t look like I’m ‘like that.’ I 
feel that sometimes I have to work a little harder for 
my ‘queer cred.’”

Do you consider yourself an activist?  
 “Yes! I volunteer for organizations that support my 
causes: labor rights, marriage equality, a woman’s 
right to choose ... .” 

What do you think are the most important issues 
facing trans/gender-variant communities?
 “Legislation guaranteeing our safety and equality 
in the workplace and at schools. Emotional support, 
and understanding medical staff. I had an awful ex-
perience last year. I had to go for a gynecological 
exam, and the doctor was someone I had never seen. 
She asked me about birth control and I said I didn’t 
need one, as my then girlfriend and I didn’t engage 
in that kind of intercourse. I explained to her that 
my girl was transgender, talked to her about my gen-
der identity, and she seemed to be understanding. 
When she did my exam, she was really rough, and 
she hurt me. I wasn’t sure what to do, and when 
I called the next day to ask who had given me my 
exam, I was told that I was on record as having 
missed my appointment. So the idea that I might 
have over-reacted was no longer an option. I was 
sore for three days and terrified for much longer.”

ComPilED by KatE sosiN

Photo courtesy of Hernandez

To nominate a person
 for T in the life, email: Kate Sosin 

sosin@windycitytimes.com

Bex HernandezTin the LIFE

Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church

1509 Ridge Ave, Evanston

Advent Concert Series

December 2nd - 4pm
Michael McConnell

December 9th - 4pm
Matthew Hunter

December 16th - 4pm 
Community Carol Sing

December 23rd - 4pm
Elizabeth Ulanday

847.864.4806
www.stmarksevanston.org

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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by ERiCa DEmaREst

Chicago ranked highly in the new Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) LGBT equality report, released 
Nov. 27.
 The 2012 Municipal Equality Index (MEI), as 
it is called, rated 137 U.S. cities on a scale of 
0-100, using categories such as “non-discrimi-
nation laws” or “relationship recognition.” Bo-
nus points were awarded for city-specific initia-
tives.
 “Our nation is on an irreversible path forward 
in LGBT equality, and local and state-level ad-
vocacy ensures our voices are heard in public 
squares across the country,” HRC President Chad 
Griffin said in a press release. “This index gives 
advocates and municipal lawmakers a potent 
tool to improve the lives of LGBT people.”
 Eleven cities—including Seattle, San Francis-
co, Boston and St. Louis—earned perfect scores 
of 100 points.
 Chicago was not far behind with a 95. The city 
garnered points for its approach to law enforce-
ment and hate crimes, municipal services and 
programs, and state-issued civil unions.
 Chicago earned only 16 of 26 possible points 
regarding its LGBT employment policies. How-
ever, openly gay leadership and trans-friendly 
initiatives delivered a boost in bonus points.

 The MEI report was issued in partnership with 
the Equality Federation Institute and the Gay 
and Lesbian Victory Institute. Of the 137 cities 
profiled, 50 were state capitals, 50 were Amer-
ica’s most populous cities, and 75 (25 large, 25 
mid-size, 25 small) boasted the highest propor-
tion of same-sex couples, according to a William 
Institute analysis of 2010 U.S. Census data.
 A quarter of the cities surveyed earned more 
than 80 points, while nearly half obtained 60s 
or higher.
 “Advances at the local level are often unher-
alded, but they are critical to building the mo-
mentum we need for statewide and federal victo-
ries,” said Rebecca Isaacs, executive director of 
Equality Federation Institute. “[This report] is a 
powerful tool to help push local governments to 
do better.”
 Springfield (the only Illinois city besides Chi-
cago to be rated) earned a 70. Statewide non-
discrimination and civil-union laws enhanced 
the score, but the municipality scored just 7 of 
26 possible points for its treatment of LGBT em-
ployees. Failing categories included “domestic 
partner health benefits” and “equivalent family 
leave.”
Additionally, Springfield lost points for not pro-
viding a mayoral LGBT liaison or office of LGBT 
affairs.

 Chicago, on the other hand, earned a perfect 
score in the same category—a designation some 
have found questionable since Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel recently dismantled the Advisory Coun-
cil on LGBT Issues and dismissed the LGBT liai-
son to the city.
 Nationally, about a third of the surveyed cit-

ies scored between 40 and 60. Eight cities—
including Pleasant Ridge, Mich., and Jackson, 
Miss.—saw scores lower than 10. Additionally, 
Montgomery, Ala.; Frankfort, Ky.; and Jefferson 
City, Mo., scored zeros.
 To see the full report, including scorecards and 
a searchable database, visit www.hrc.org/mei.

hrC unveils municipal
equality report

Vida/SiDa marks
World aiDS Day
by CaRRiE maxWEll

More than 100 people attended Vida/SIDA’s 
(Life/AIDS) candlelight vigil and parranda—a 
traditional Puerto Rican holiday caroling and 
musical procession—to commemorate World 
AIDS Day in the Humboldt Park neighborhood of 
Chicago Dec. 1. 
 Vida/SIDA’s Bartolo Hernandez de Jesus HIV/
AIDS Initiative, a project of the Puerto Rican 
Cultural Center (PRCC), has a mission that is, 
according to its website, “[t]o educate, advo-
cate and empower Chicago’s Puerto Rican/Latino 
community by promoting culturally responsive 
health care/resources that enable health affirm-
ing behaviors and attitudes.”
 The vigil began at the Institute of Puerto 
Rican Arts and Culture (IPRAC) and ended at a 
public-art project, “La Casita de Don Pedro.” A 
Navi-Arts holiday art market and an exhibition 
the institute’s day care center sponsored also 
took place at the IPRAC in conjunction with 
Vida/SIDA’s World AIDS Day event.
 The commissioner of the Chicago Depart-
ment of Public Health, Dr. Bechara Choucair, 
was among those who spoke, noting that the 

number of new HIV/AIDS cases has significantly 
decreased over the last few years, However, he 
added that the decrease has been less prevalent 
in the Latino and African-American communi-
ties, especially among the youth populations.
 Jose Lopez, executive director of the PRCC, 
said, “Here we are commemorating and honoring 
those who have lived and died of AIDS. We do it 
in an atmosphere of celebration because some-
thing very wrong happened in the early days of 
the epidemic ... There was a stigma with people 
who had AIDS and died of the disease. In the 
past there was a correlation between someone 

dying of AIDS and the stigma that they were 
gay. We needed to change that completely. 
 “There is the double challenge of dealing with 
AIDS and also dealing with homophobia in the 
community. We commemorate World AIDS Day 
but we also have to think about stigmatization 
but more importantly that we get away from the 
idea of tolerance. We are beginning to talk about 
acceptance. That we can accept our brothers and 
sisters however they choose to express their hu-
man right to their sexuality.”
 After the remarks at the IPRAC, the parranda 
led a procession to “La Casita,” visiting a num-
ber of businesses along Division Street to bring 
awareness of World AIDS Day to the Humboldt 
Park community. 
 At La Casita,” members of Generation L—a 
Vida/SIDA program led by and for LGBTQ youth—
spoke. Anthony Ruiz, Mario Mundo, Eric Amaya, 
Gustavo Varela, Joshua Padilla and Justin Kelly 
represented Generation L at the event. 
 Dianna Manjarrez, Vida/SIDA’s director of 
prevention services, noted that Vida/SIDA was 
chosen by Be the Generation Bridge to bring 
awareness of HIV vaccine research to the Latino 
community in Chicago.
 Interested persons can visit www.prcc-chgo.
org/category/vidasida and www.facebook.com/
vidasida for more information.

Businesses helping 
nyC lGBt center
 Several members of the Northalsted Business 
Alliance are taking part in an initiative to help 
New York City’s Ali Forney Center, a facility for 
LGBT youth that Hurricane Sandy severely dam-
aged.
 On Wed., Dec. 12 (12-12-12), several busi-
nesses—including The Leigh Gallery (3306 N. 
Halsted St.), minibar (3341 N. Halsted St.) and 
Kit Kat Lounge (3700 N. Halsted St.), among 
others—are encouraging people to give $12 do-
nations. The donations should be cash only.
 For a full list of local businesses participating 
in the promotion, visit www.Northalsted.com.

ByC holiday event
Dec. 6 at Spin
 Broadway Youth Center will hold its holiday 
celebration Thursday, Dec. 6, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
Spin nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave.
 Absolut Vodka, Appleton Rum and Wood Res-
taurant will provide refreshments. In addition, 
there will be raffle prizes.
 Admission is $20 and a suggested donation 
of one gift card. Pre-register at www.Howard-
Brown.org/BYCHolidayParty; for more info, call 
773-388-8992.

members of Generation l at vida/siDa’s World 
aiDs Day event. Photo by Carrie maxwell

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

yoga for men taught by men 

Interested in yoga but not in 
classes packed with tiny 
limber women? We have two 
classes just for you: 

 Stiff Guy Yoga (if you are 
starting from scratch)
Saturdays 11:15a—12:30p 

 Yoga for Men (all levels) 
Wednesdays 6:00p—7:15p 

check the full schedule @ 

Ganesha Yoga and 
Adventures in Fitness 

3113 north lincoln avenue 
773.904.7870 

ganeshayogachicago.com 
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LGBTQ Youth Series from

While Lakeview may be Chicago’s most visible meeting point for many LGBTQ 
youth, it is hardly the only one. Some service providers note that many of 
Chicago’s LGBTQ youth and street-based youth never even venture to Boys-
town.
 In this week’s installment of Generation Halsted, we look beyond Lakeview 
to talk with young people in other parts of the city where LGBTQ youth con-
gregate. We also look at Chicago-based youth organizing that is impacting 
young people nationally, examine some of the local and national numbers 
around LGBTQ youth and homelessness, and look at Lakeview’s youth contro-
versies in the context of other cities.

Life 
beyond 
Halsted

by KatE sosiN
 
There are many reasons Chicago is a good launch 
pad for talking about the challenges facing LG-
BTQ youth of color nationally, and Frank Walker 
can name them: a high death rate this year, a 
chronic lack funding for LGBT programs in much 
of the city, and a fixation on HIV prevention 
that trumps other necessary conversations.
 Youth Pride Services (YPS), the organization 
that Walker founded in 2003, has experienced 
all of these. But fundraising challenges and 
struggles at home have had an unexpected con-
sequence for YPS: They’ve helped it grow.
 Earlier this year, the once-local organization 
changed course to operate nationally. It has 
launched a nationwide survey of Black LGBT 
youth, begun a training process for young lead-
ers in every state and booked a calendar that 
has YPS youth traveling two to three times a 
month, according to Walker.
 He first got the idea to start YPS while working 
at Horizons Community Center (now Center on 
Halsted), a North Side LGBT community organi-
zation. While most of the Horizons staff mem-
bers were white, the majority of the youth they 
served were Black.
 “There was a huge influx of youth of color who 
had to go up to the North Side,” Walker said. 
“I thought that it could lead to some problems 
down the line, that there was nobody that looks 
like them at the programming.”
 Over the years, YPS distinguished itself by em-
phasizing activism and organizing. The organi-
zation operated drop-in services similar to those 
found at other LGBT agencies, but leadership 
development was at its core.

 While basic services such as hot meals were 
vital for many young people, Walker explained, 
others simply wanted gathering spaces and or-
ganized programming. YPS became an outlet for 
youth to learn about community leadership: Its 
members created programs for their peers, and 
youth leaders rose from within.
 Those leadership roles extended into the city.
Walker points to the organization’s positive rela-
tionship with the Northalsted Business Alliance, 
the Boystown-based retailers’ association.
 While tensions have sometimes flared be-
tween youth and Boystown business owners in 
the past, Walker said that YPS has tried to find 
common ground with the alliance. 
 “We all agree on one thing, and that is: There 
shouldn’t be any violence,” he said. “Youth on 
youth, youth on patrons…”
 YPS youth have worked directly with business 
owners, Walker said, often discussing neighbor-
hood problems that had arisen for each group.
 Anshae Lorenzen, 21, said that his organizing 
with YPS taught him how to navigate issues that 
might come up in Lakeview.
 “If I have any problems, I usually have the av-
enues and know what to go through,” Lorenzen 
said, adding that he opts for writing letters over 
disparaging the neighborhood.
 In recent years, however, leadership oppor-
tunities for YPS youth increasingly extended 
beyond Chicago. Organizations and government 
entities started to contact YPS seeking LGBTQ 
Black youth perspectives, Walker said, adding 
that YPS youth were slowly becoming national 
voices for Black LGBTQ youth.
 In May 2011, the National Youth Advocacy 
Coalition (NYAC), which advocates for LGBTQ 

youth, closed its doors during hard financial 
times.
 At the same time, YPS found itself struggling 
to fundraise.
 “You can’t really compete with the North 
Side when it comes to fundraising days,” said 
Walker. “After being told 100 times, ‘We would 
have helped you, but we gave out money to the 
Center [on Halsted] already,’ after that, you just 
get tired of asking. We couldn’t survive with a 
monopoly like that in the city.”
 Walker said he doesn’t begrudge North Side 
organizations like the Center, but tough finan-
cial realities encouraged him to reevaluate YPS’s 
future.
 Noting the absence of a national organiza-
tion like NYAC, YPS stopped its drop-in services 
and shifted its focus toward national consulting 
work.
 It was a loss in certain ways, Walker conceded, 
as YPS had to start referring its youth to other 
service organizations.
 But in 2012, YPS started fresh. It launched “A 
National Strategy for Black Gay Youth,” which 
surveyed 2,500 youth nationally. The results will 
determine YPS priorities down the road; the or-
ganization currently travels two to three times 
per month.
 A growing network of young people nationwide 
connects to YPS through a unique web login. It 
allows them to attend virtual meetings, message 
other youth, post discussion topics, survey their 
peers nationally and access information about 
services where they live.
 Walker said that YPS has grown 200 percent 
this fall, an influx he attributes in part to a new 
generation of LGBT youth coming of age.

 Next year, YPS will launch an initiative in the 
Midwest to address the realities facing Black LG-
BTQ youth in schools. In Chicago, that will mean 
pushing for more Gay/Straight Alliance clubs in 
South Side schools.
 Additionally, YPS has started recording the re-
ported number of Black LGBT youth who die in 
the U.S. each year. Chicago deaths, which total 
five for 2012, according to Walker, make up a 
third of those recorded thus far. (Walker points 
out that this number could be due to media cov-
erage).
 Significant work remains when it comes to 
conversations about Black LGBTQ youth, Walker 
said.
 “We’re working on bullying in the schools,” he 
said. “We’re working on bullying and police. But 
there is more bullying happening in the house, 
in the church, in their regular circle.”
 And many who work with Black LGBTQ youth 
throughout the country are consumed by efforts 
to curb HIV infections, which disproportionately 
impact youth of color.
 That is one issue that Walker struggles to ex-
plain.
 Earlier this year, San Francisco University pub-
lished a study showing that Black gay couples 
were more likely than white gay couples to use 
condoms. Still, HIV rates among LGBTQ Black 
youth outpace the general population, a reality 
that has Walker scratching his head. 
 The impact has gone far beyond the spread 
of the virus, Walker noted. It often means that 
other issues facing LGBTQ youth of color go un-
addressed.
 “HIV is still more important than marriage 
equality, housing, or any other issue,” he said.

Reaching Beyond Chicago: YPS goes national

Jamal 
18 years old 
maywood 

by ERiCa DEmaREst
 
When Jamal Marshall came out during his freshman year of high school, he 
knew only one other gay person—a classmate he’d been friends with since 
the fourth grade.
 “It’d have been way different for me [if I knew about other people],” 
Marshall says. “I could never really imagine someone being gay. I had no 
clue how big the population of homosexuals was… At that moment, it just 
seemed like being gay was really rare.”
 Through his work with Youth Pride Services (YPS), an advocacy and leader-
ship organization for LGBTQ youth of color, Marshall, 18, hopes to reduce 
stigma and create positive images of Black gay men for younger generations.
 “YPS is about getting people to view us as being normal,” Marshall says. 
“I feel like everyone out here has an equal opportunity.”
 For Marshall, a high school senior who lives with his mother in Maywood, 
Ill., much of that work starts at home. He describes his family as tolerant—
but not supportive—of his sexual orientation.
 Marshall recalls coming out to his mother via text message because “it was 
kind of awkward to talk to her in person.” His mother, a registered nurse, 
cried for several days and asked Marshall whether he wanted to become a 
female and wear dresses or makeup.
 “She was asking me stereotypical questions based on stereotypes about 
gay people… and it really, really bothered me,” Marshall says. “I feel I’ve 
been gay all my life. But for the simple fact that my mom and my family 
taught me religion, I thought it was wrong, and I kind of questioned my-
self.”
 About a year after he told his mother, other relatives discovered Marshall 

was gay through Facebook. One aunt reacted particularly harshly, calling him 
out during his final exam week.
 “She was texting me, telling me I was going to go to jail, that I was going 
to put my momma in the hospital—not knowing that my mom already knew,” 
Marshall says. “She told me she didn’t love me no more. I was in tears taking 
my final. I couldn’t concentrate. I ended up flunking my final.”
 Over time, Marshall’s family has come around. His aunt—who Marshall de-
scribes as a typical Virgo, “that type of person to react first, and then think 
later”—is now the most accepting of his family. And his mother is warming 
up to the idea of a gay son.
 “We have a lot of youth who have parents who say that they’re support-
ive,” YPS founder Frank Walker says, “but they’re really more tolerant than 
supportive.”
 Marshall explains: “To be supportive, you will embrace the fact that your 
child is gay, instead of just trying to ignore it and not really bring it up. Like, 
my mom can’t use the word ‘gay’ or ‘boyfriend.’ She’ll just say ‘your friend.’ 
She doesn’t really embrace the fact that I’m gay.”
 Despite the difficulties, Marshall considers himself lucky.
 “[My mother’s] intentions are always good, and she ain’t ever done me 
wrong,” he says. “Compared to how I see most people, it could be ten times 
worse. You’ve got people out here, whose parents are kicking them out, 
sending them to a psychiatrist, beating them… My momma has always been 
there to hold my hand through it all.”
 Marshall travels from his Maywood home to the Loop for YPS meetings, 
a trek he finds daunting but worthwhile because it connects him to the 
larger gay community. He says there aren’t many LGBT resources in the sub-
urbs—echoing a sentiment Windy City Times has heard in countless youth 
interviews.
 As Marshall applies for colleges for next fall, he says his life goals are to 
be successful and to bridge gaps between gay and straight communities. He 
credits YPS with connecting him to LGBT peers and leaders, who are helping 
him come into his own as a gay man and activist.

jamal marshall, 18. 
Photos by bill healy. 
see page 19 for more 
photos.
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Ka’Lil 
18 years old 
Englewood

by bill hEaly
 
The area where Auburn Gresham and Englewood meet is a thriving gathering spot for LGBT youth. Some of these young people engage in sex 
work.
 Ka’Lil is 18 years old and gay. He lives in Englewood with his mother, who is not supportive of his sexual orientation.
 Windy City Times reporters met Ka’Lil while driving around his neighborhood at 2 a.m. on a Thursday. We gave him a $10 Walgreens gift card 
for his time, a rarity in journalism, but in this instance, a gesture of solidarity.
 Windy City times: What’s it like living with a mother who is not supportive of the fact that you are gay?
 Ka’Lil: It’s hard. It’s like hell. What’s a good analogy? It’s like you’re a chicken, and you live in a house full of dogs. It just doesn’t mix.
 I’ve been to a shelter cause I been kicked out for being gay. To me it was better than where I was/am. You know what you’re going into, 
being gay. You’re at a shelter with a whole bunch of straight people so you already have a guard up, so I really didn’t mind it.
 I always knew I was gay. I’ve never had an attraction to females. I first came out when I was 14. [My mom] didn’t like it then, and four years 
later we still don’t get along. We still argue. It’s hard. [Laughs quietly.]
 WCt: you seem smiley right now. Why is that?
 K: I feel like in my state, it’s better for me to smile, even when I’m angry. It’s better for me to smile than to be upset and complain about it. 
Because I always think: There’s somebody worse off than I am. I’m still blessed to have a place to live. Although I don’t have a good relation-
ship with [my mother], I’m not gonna let that one situation piss me off.
 My mother is very disrespectful towards me. When I was younger, I used to be more disrespectful towards her. But now I just blow it off. But 
yeah, she’s very disrespectful. She says stupid stuff that mothers wouldn’t say. It’s a lot of stuff.
 That’s life, I guess.
 You take the Beverly neighborhood, a predominantly good neighborhood, and you’ll watch it on TV, and they’ll have a gay child, and the 
child will come out, and the parents will be very supportive of them. And my reality in Englewood—that’s not gonna happen. That’s just like 
a fantasy.
 WCt: Does that make you sad?
 K: It don’t really bother me no more. I feel like: This is my life. I have to make something out of it myself. I’m grown now. If I don’t want to 
live this life, I’m gonna have to change it on my own.
 WCt: you’re 18. When did you start doing sex work?
 K: I started like a month ago. I don’t like prostituting. I actually hate being out here. But at the same time I feel like: My mother does not 
do anything for me. My family is not supportive of me. I just graduated. I’m grown. It’s hard to get a job. You have to make money somehow. 
And I’m a prostitute; it’s how I get by.
 WCt: What changed that made you think you should start sex work?
 K: What changed is: I can’t depend on my friends to provide me with bus cards. You have to want better for yourself. Although prostituting 
might not seem like the best thing to do, if push comes to shove, everything else fails and jobs are not coming through: I still got phone bills. 
I don’t have clothes. I have to find a way to buy clothes. I don’t steal.
 Prostituting is not, like, the only thing. I could be going to resource centers. You know, up north on Halsted, I’ve been there looking at the 
job resources, and I did applications, but jobs are not booming. They’re not calling. So you have to make a way for survival.
 Ka’lil declined to be photographed for this article. to hear the full Ka’lil interview, visit the Windy City times website.

The number of unaccompanied 
homeless youth (ages 14 to 

21) in 2011-2012, according to 
the Chicago Coalition for the 

Homeless (CCH).

10,995 266 17,255 105,338 23
The number of 
youth shelter 

beds in Chicago, 
according to the 

CCH.

How many homeless students 
Chicago Public Schools 

identified in 2011-2012 (up 
10.7 percent from the prior 
school year). Of these, 98.4 

percent were children of color, 
and 18 percent had been 

diagnosed with disabilities or 
development delays.

The total number of Chicagoans who 
were homeless during the 2011-2012 
school year, according to the CCH. 

This marks a 12 percent increase from 
the previous year.

The percentage of 
Chicagoans living below 

the federal poverty 
line in 2010, according 

to the 2011 Report 
on Illinois Poverty. 
Another 10 percent 

were living in extreme 
poverty (below 50 

percent of the federal 
poverty line).

$18.42 232,200 48,000 48.6 75
The estimated amount a person 
in Cook County needs to earn 

per hour to afford a two-
bedroom apartment, according 
to the National Low Income 

Housing Coalition.

The number of people who applied for 
40,000 federally subsidized Chicago 

Housing Authority slots in 2008, 
according to the Chicago Tribune.

How many people visit state-funded 
shelters each year, according to 

the Illinois Department of Human 
Services.

The percentage of 
Chicago’s homeless 
population who are 
families, according 

to a 2011-2012 
analysis from the CCH. 
Children made up 33.8 
percent; grandparents 

were 14.8 percent.

The percentage of 
Chicago’s homeless 
population who are 
African-American, 

according to a 2007 
point-in-time count 

by the city of Chicago. 
About 16 percent were 
white, 6 percent Latino, 

and 3 percent other 
ethnicity.

Chicago homelessness, by the numbers

Generation 
Halsted 

is an eight-week series that seeks to 
capture youth voices not typically rep-
resented in Windy City Times and other 

media. The young people portrayed have 
many housing situations, gender identi-
ties and sexual orientations. The series 
looks primarily, but not exclusively, at 
Boystown, where an influx of young 

LGBTQ people has been a source of con-
troversy. Windy City Times will continue 
to explore the issues raised here beyond 

this series. 

LGBTQ Youth Series from

Drakera, 20, sitting outside the Chicagoland Com-
munity Church. Photo by Erica Demarest
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jamal marshall, 18, and anshae 
lorenzen, 21, pose after a youth 
Pride services meeting. Photo by 
bill healy.

20-40 
The national estimated percentage of homeless 
youth who are LGBT, according to most studies 

and reports on the topic.

300,000 
The conservative estimated number of LGBTQ 
youth who experience at least one night of 

homelessness a year in the U.S., according to 
the National Alliance to End Homelessness. 

58  
The national percentage of homeless LGBT 
youth who have been sexually assaulted, 

according to data from the National Gay and 
Lesbian Taskforce, Human Rights Campaign and 
Master of Social Work program at the University 

of Southern California.

94 
The national percentage of homeless service 

providers that work with LGBT youth, according 
to a survey published by the Williams Institute, 

The Palette Fund and the True Colors Fund.

46 
The percentage of young people who fled their 

homes because of family rejections of their 
gender identity or sexual orientation, according 
to a survey published by the Williams Institute, 

The Palette Fund and the True Colors Fund.

87 
The percentage of 2012 anti-LGBTQ and 

HIV-related murder victims in 2011 that were 
people of color, as documented by the National 

Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs (people 
of color made up just 49 percent of those 

studied).

34
The percentage of Black transgender people 

who live on less than $10,000 a year, as 
documented in the National Transgender 

Discrimination Survey. 

The 
numbers 

nationally

LGBTQ Youth Series from

next week in

Learn more about the LGBTQ Host 
Home Program (UCAN) and The 

Crib, The Night Ministry’s LGBTQ-
affirming shelter.

look for 
WindyCityTimes on

or click the 
“YOUTH” tab at

www.
WindyCityMediaGroup

.com
www.youtube.com/windycitytimes
www.vimeo.com/windycitytimes

by KatE sosiN
 
Controversy involving the role of LGBTQ street-
based young people in affluent neighborhoods 
is a story that can be told many in U.S. cities.
 In Chicago, discord hit a high point in the 
summer of 2011 when some Lakeview resi-
dents started a Facebook group called “Take 
Back Boystown” aimed at targeting what they 
saw as an uptick in crime in Chicago’s official 
gay neighborhood. The group set off a citywide 
debate about racism and LGBTQ youth receiv-
ing services in the neighborhood. Additionally, 
some accused neighborhood service providers of 
attracting crime, as youth congregated around 
their centers. 

 New Yorkers have faced similar conflicts. In 
1999, the Christopher Street Pier, a popular LG-
BTQ youth hangout in the city’s gay neighbor-
hood, began closing down for redevelopment. 
Youth campaigned to keep the pier a welcoming 
space for them to hang out, and the organiza-
tion FIERCE was born (Fabulous Independent Ed-
ucated Radicals for Community Empowerment). 
 After the pier reopened with tighter rules, 
youth continued to congregate along the pier, 
but many residents complained that youth dis-
turbed the neighborhood. 
In 2005, The Villager newspaper published an 
opinion piece called “Gay youth gone wild: 
Something has got to change.” In it, authors 
Dave Poster and Elaine Goldman wrote that, 

“What have been the Village’s greatest assets — 
its acceptance and diversity — have become its 
greatest liabilities.”
 “While residents and merchants attempt to 
carry on with their lives and businesses on 
Christopher Street, hundreds of unruly youths 
parade this only thoroughfare to and from the 
Pier, creating havoc on the way,” they added 
later.
 Other cities like San Francisco and Denver 
have faced their own questions about the role 
of LGBTQ street-based youth in the communi-
ties around them. And youth in many cities have 
built their own groups and organizations to 
make themselves heard.

Beyond Lakeview’s youth controversies, 
a snapshot of New York

for more  GeNeRaTiON HaLSTeD

jamal marshall, 18. 
Photos by bill healy.

Jamal from page 17
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“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s lGbt Consumer index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the u.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, Research 
Director, Community marketing, inc.
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the ap discouraging
‘homophobia’
is discouraging
 
The editors at the Associated Press (AP) Style-
book have announced that they are “discour-
aging” use of the word “homophobia.” The AP 
Stylebook is the widely used guide that media 
use to standardize terms and general usage.
 Why should the LGBTQ community be in a ker-
fuffle about it? Because the editors made their 
decision without consultation with the nation’s 
leading LGBTQ organizations, leaders, activists 
and newspapers. That is a problem.
  With an estimated 3,400 AP employees in 
bureaus around the globe, its suggestion could 
have a tsunami-like effect on how the world 
comes to understand, be informed about or dis-
miss discrimination against LGBTQ people.
 AP’s online stylebook defines “phobia” as “an 
irrational, uncontrollable fear, often a form of 
mental illness” and therefore should be ex-
punged from political and social contexts, in-
cluding words such as “Islamophobia” and “ho-
mophobia.”
  Preciseness in language is important, yet lan-
guage is a representation of culture. How we 
use it perpetuates ideas and assumptions about 
race, gender and sexual orientation. We con-
sciously and unconsciously articulate this in our 
everyday conversations, about ourselves and the 

rest of the world, and it travels generationally.
  What’s in the word “homophobia?” A lot. There 
are the history and culture of not only discrimi-
nation, violence and hatred toward LGBTQ peo-
ple, but also an irrational fear of us. It’s this 
irrational fear that may not need psychiatric or 
clinical intervention but should nonetheless be 
aptly labeled as none other than a “phobia.”
  For example, there’s the infamous bogus legal 
argument called the “gay panic defense.” It’s 
simply an excuse for murder in which a hetero-
sexual defendant pleas temporary insanity as 
self-defense against a purported LGBTQ sexual 
advance.
 Another example is the “ick factor.” It’s the re-
vulsion some heterosexuals feel toward the way 
we LGBTQ people engage in sexual intimacy.
 Altering the hearts and minds of these folks 
will take a while, if not a lifetime.
  According to Dave Minthorn, the AP deputy 
standards editor, who shared with POLITICO the 
word “homophobia ... (is) just off the mark. ... 
It’s ascribing a mental disability to someone, 
and suggests a knowledge that we don’t have. It 
seems inaccurate. Instead, we would use some-
thing more neutral: anti-gay, or some such, if we 
had reason to believe that was the case.”
 It is of my opinion that by keeping the word 
“homophobia” narrowly used and confined with-
in a medical context is controlling. I feel that 
only a homophobic word police would utter such 
absurd advice. Moreover, it’s also absurd for AP 
to think that their discouragement of the use of 
the word with absolutely no consultation with 
the LGBTQ community demonstrates hubris and 
insensitivity. It also raises queries about AP’s 
political and social motives for doing so.
  Just ask George Weinberg, the psychologist 
who coined the word “homophobia” in his 1972 
book Society and the Healthy Homosexual.
  “It made all the difference to city councils 
and other people I spoke to,” Weinberg told 

journalist Andy Humm, who shared the quote 
with The Advocate and other media. “It encap-
sulates a whole point of view and of feeling. 
It was a hard-won word, as you can imagine. 
It even brought me some death threats. Is ho-
mophobia always based on fear? I thought so 
and still think so. ... We have no other word for 
what we’re talking about, and this one is well 
established. We use ‘freelance’ for writers who 
don’t throw lances anymore and who want to get 
paid for their work. ... It seems curious that this 
word is getting such scrutiny while words like 
triskaidekaphobia (the fear of the number 13) 
hang around.”
 The word “homophobia” derives from a par-
ticular history and struggle for civil rights of LG-
BTQ people across the world. And it has become 
part and parcel of a universal LGBTQ lexicon that 
speaks truth to our reality.
 The word has power and unfortunately delete-
rious effect. And part of our liberation is in our 
strength to call acts of homophobia out. 
 To suggest the press eliminate the word can 
not only diminish the scope of people under-
standing homophobia’s wide range, but it can 
also diminish our scope of LGBTQ activists in our 
continued efforts to effect change.
  AP now has control of the word “homophobia” 
yet it’s not theirs. Several mainstream news-
papers are pushing back. (Newspapers, and 
media, are under no order to follow AP guide-
lines.) John E. McIntyre of the Baltimore Sun 
wrote in his column, “Sorry, AP, can’t go along 
on ‘homophobia,’” adding that the “ruling on 
this point is reasoned, principled, and wrong-
headed.” McIntyre points to the 40-year usage 
of the word “homophobic” and makes a practical 
point: “If the editors of the AP Stylebook wish 
to discourage the use of certain words simply 
because they can be misused or misunderstood, 
there ought to be a great many in line ahead of 
homophobia.”

for 2013, 
resolve to be 
a ‘Ms. fit’
This summer’s London Olympics were dubbed 
“The Women’s Games.” Indeed, in 2012, more 
women competed than at any previous Olympics 
including, for the first time, athletes from Saudi 
Arabia, Brunei and Qatar. On Team USA, women 
grabbed the majority of medals, including 66 
percent of the gold. There were also more openly 
gay and lesbian athletes participating, among 
them two lesbian coaches and two out Paralym-
pians. Never before have we seen such a strong, 
fierce assemblage of women and queers on the 
world stage. It was truly a moment to behold. 
 My own fitness journey is far from that of a 
world-class athlete. It’s been a lifetime of fits 
and starts, good intentions and setbacks—a 
wobbly trajectory toward positive and affirming 
choices. A bookish foodie and former barfly, no-
body, myself included, ever recognized me as the 
“sporty” type. Yet, my path to self-realization 
has been marked by surprising milestones, lead-
ing up to completing the 2012 Prague Marathon 
at age 42. 
 As my interests in fitness and wellness have 
become more defining, I’ve met many people 
with similar experiences: women and LGBT 
folks who did not fit the fitness stereotypes but 
who, nonetheless, were committed to exploring 

healthy and socially aware lifestyles. We, collec-
tively, saw scant representation of our bodies, 
our lives or our interests in mainstream fitness 
media; a media that represents, time and again, 
that healthy people are overwhelmingly straight, 
white, rich, thin and able-bodied. Sure, that’s 
just marketing for you. But listen: We—women, 
queers—have, for our whole lives, been taught 
to be ashamed of our bodies, ashamed of our 
desires, ashamed of who we are. And this shame 
is making us sick: drug and alcohol abuse, un-
healthy relationships with food, our bodies, and 

each other… Can’t our media—health and fit-
ness media, women’s media, LGBT media—do 
better for us?
 This is the inspiration for Ms. Fit. Ms. Fit will 
be an unapologetically feminist, body-positive, 
LGBT-friendly webzine for all of us who feel like 
misfits in mainstream fitness culture. In addi-
tion to articles about health and wellness, Ms. 
Fit will feature DIY tips; content about mindful 
eating and health politics; profiles of celebrated 
Ms. Fits; personal narratives;band stories of re-
covery and challenge that support and celebrate 
our lives, provide helpful (and healthful) infor-
mation and work towards building a community 
of like-minded misfits. 

 Currently, Ms. Fit is in the midst of a crowd-
funding campaign to raise much needed seed 
money. If you’d like to contribute, you can visit 
the Ms. Fit Indiegogo site at http://www.indi-
egogo.com/msfitmag; or check out our provi-
sional blog at www.msfit.com. Click “follow” to 
receive updates about the Ms.Fit launch. 
 One of my favorite among so many favorite 
quotes by the lesbian poet Audre Lorde is this: 
“Caring for myself is not self-indulgence, it is 
self-preservation, and that is an act of political 
warfare.” For women and our queer allies, work-
ing to be strong, healthy and happy is an act of 
political warfare in a world where misogynists 
and homophobes have a personal investment in 
keeping us weak. It is an act of empowerment in 
a world that would keep us disempowered, and 
an act of defiance against those who would only 
see us as sick, or do not believe in the possibil-
ity of our happiness. 
 For women and for queer folk, the 2012 Olym-
pics were an affirmation of what we can achieve, 
but most of us will never be Olympic athletes. 
We can, however, be Ms. Fits: strong, healthy, 
and happy in all of our fierce, beautiful manifes-
tations. 
 Kathie bergquist is publisher and editor 
of the forthcoming ms. Fit mag, and teaches 
writing at Columbia College Chicago.
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by sCott C. moRGaN
            
The holidays are upon us, and that means the 
umpteenth revivals of A Christmas Carol and The 
Nutcracker. But for Chicago audiences who tire 
of the standard seasonal fare, there’s a plethora 
of other quirky holiday shows out there, and 
(ironically) many have become time-honored 
traditions in their own right:

lavender holiday lights
 Rudolph the Red-hosed Reindeer, Hell in 
a Handbag Productions at Mary’s Attic, now 
through Dec. 30: Chicago’s favorite cross-dress-
ing reindeer is back to celebrate his 15th anni-
versary. This spoof of the beloved 1960s Rankin 
Bass stop-motion animated TV special involving 
misfit toys and an elf who wants to be a dentist 
gets a campy musical makeover by the likes of 
David Cerda and Scott Lamberty. Each edition 
features subtle changes, but its message of how 
being normal isn’t normal after all continues to 
be comically preached. www.handbagproduc-
tions.org
 the santaland Diaries, Theater Wit, through 
Dec. 30: Out author David Sedaris skyrocketed to 
fame 20 years ago with his sarcastic story based 
upon his season working as an elf in a major de-
partment store’s Santaland. The story was a hit 
when first broadcast on NPR, and Joe Mantello’s 
one-man stage adaptation eventually followed. 
For Theater Wit’s revival, actor Mitchell Fain is 
back again in the elfin tights and felt hat. www.
theaterwit.com

 santa’s Dead! & Dirty Carol’s Christmas, Mid-
Tangent Productions at Hydrate, now through 
Dec. 22. This is new campy double bill on the 
dance floor of the gay bar Hydrate. Santa’s Dead 
is a North Pole murder mystery by Tony Lewis 
where Mrs. Claus is a big bimbo and the prime 
suspect. Dirty Carol’s Christmas provides actor 
and co-writer Aaron Michael Adamkiewicz a fab-
ulous turn as a major lush drag queen who hosts 
her own second-rate Christmas variety show 
with a smattering of guests that she loves and 
adores, and a few unwelcome visitors who can’t 
escape her liquored-up and loopy attacks. www.
hydratechicago.com
  re: Gifted, GayCo at Annoyance Theatre, 
now through Dec. 22. GayCo is doing what we 
all secretly do and hope to get away with: re-
gifting preexisting presents. Call them cheap or 
economical, but GayCo is serving up a revue of 
their best-holiday themed sketches from previ-
ous shows like Scream if You Love Christmas, Do 
You Fear What I Fear? and LIT! www.gayco.com
 God is Gay and Wants you to be Gay: Proof 
From the bible, Annoyance Theatre, Dec. 16-
Jan. 6. Comedian Lee Barats’ satire is not a holi-
day show per se, but its seasonal timing (and 
the fact that it draws so heavily from Biblical 
texts) makes it of interest to LGBT audiences. 
See what happens when disputed so called “ex-
gay” Christian conversion therapy practices are 
turned toward the opposite, rainbow-colored di-
rection. www.annoyanceproductions.com
 sparkle hour, Annoyance Theatre, now 
through Dec. 9. Time is running out to catch 

this one-man musical extravaganza about Philip 
Markle’s quest to become ... Philip Sparkle! This 
might not also be a holiday show per se, but 
anything involving sparkles deserves attention 
from the LGBT community. www.annoyancepro-
ductions.com

New to town
 Dr. seuss’ how the Grinch stole Christ-
mas! the musical, Cadillac Palace Theatre, now 
through Dec. 16. This 90-minute musical take 
on the beloved Dr. Seuss story of a malcontent 
who attempts to destroy a village’s Christmas 
has previously been seen in other major cities 
and on Broadway. Now it comes to Chicago via a 
seasonal national tour. www.broadwayinchicago.
com
 best musical! holiday Edition, Porchlight 
Music Theatre at Stage 773, now through Dec. 
26. A completely different musical comedy with 
completely new songs is concocted on the spot 
every week in this holiday-themed version of the 
musical revue that first debuted earlier this sea-
son. www.porchlighttheatre.com
 bah humbug!, Piccolo Theatre in Evanston, 
now through Dec. 22. Rather than focus on a 

fairytale for its annual take on a British holiday 
panto, Piccolo Theatre has turned its attention 
to Charles Dickens’ classic Christmas tale for an 
oversized lampooning with lots of audience in-
teraction. www.picolotheatre.com

other returning traditions
 the Christmas schooner, Mercury Theater, 
now through Dec. 30: This well-established 
homegrown musical about the sailors who 
crossed Lake Michigan to bring Christmas trees 
to Chicago returns for a second season at the 
Mercury Theatre. www.mercurytheaterchicago.
com
 the annoyance Christmas Pageant, Annoy-
ance Theatre, now through Dec. 28: Wow! A fam-
ily show at the Annoyance Theatre! Also, it’s a 
long-running one that which combines two be-
loved TV specials, A Charlie Brown Christmas and 
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer, into two acts. 
www.annoyanceproductions.com
 Charles Dickens begrudgingly Performances 
a Christmas Carol. again., The Building Stage, 
now through Dec. 24. One way to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of Charles Dickens’ birth is 
to remember the celebrated Victorian author as 
an actor who thrilled audiences with his one-
man tours reading from his popular fiction. The 
Building Stage dramatizes this fact with its own 
one-man show that finds metaphysical humor 
in its initially reluctant narrator. www.building-
stage.com
 the Christmas miracle of jonathan toomey, 
Provision Theater, now through Dec. 23. After 
its successful world-premiere production last 
season, Provision Theater revives this show all 
about a broken-hearted boy who goes to the 
gloomy local woodcarver in hopes to obtain a 
replacement. www.provisiontheater.org
 Two other returning shows include A Klingon 
Christmas Carol and Hannukatz The Musical, 
both of which are playing in new venues. Check 
out a review of both shows in next week’s issue, 
plus a review of About Face Theatre’s We Three 
Lizas. 

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Dirty Carol’s Christmas (above) is one of the offerings in the holiday roundup below. 
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THEATER REVIEW

The Dead
Playwrights: Richard Nelson (book) 
and shaun Davey (music)
at: Court theatre, 5535 s. Ellis avenue
tickets: 773-753-4472; 
www.Courttheatre.org; $45-$65
Runs through: Dec. 9

by joNathaN abaRbaNEl
 
For a refresher course about love, go see James 
Joyce’s The Dead. The iconic Irish writer’s name 
prevents us from thinking it’s a zombie apoca-
lypse, and reminds us that this 1999 chamber 
musical is based on a Joyce (1882-1941) short 
story. A sweetheart of a show as written and 
as staged, The Dead is rollicking and achingly 
tender in equal measures.
 The emotional wallop is surprising, given that 
co-author Richard Nelson is an intellectual and 
political playwright, and James Joyce is regard-
ed as a sensualist rather than a lover. Nonethe-
less, the show pushes heart buttons, not head 
buttons, by focusing on the genuine care and 
concern Joyce’s characters feel for each other. 
There’s sensuality, too, mostly non-sexual: the 
sensuality of music, dance and bodies in mo-
tion, of laughter, tears and sighs, of warmth and 
compassion.
 The title suggests memories and feelings by 
which the dead maintain a hold upon the living, 
a hold which sometimes is a caress and some-
times a hard grasp. The title also references the 
living dead, devoid of feeling or soulful engage-
ment with “fellow passengers to the grave” as 

Dickens put it. The focus of The Dead is middle-
aged couple Gabriel and Gretta Conroy (Philip 
Earl Johnson and Susie McMonagle). They love 
each other until the unexpected intrusion of one 
long-dead threatens to turn them into the living 
dead. At the end of this 95-minute show, the 
future is unclear as both husband and wife have 
unexpected epiphanies.
 Appropriately, the setting is the annual Feast 
of the Epiphany party hosted for decades by Ga-
briel’s unwed aunts and attended by family and 
close friends. It’s Dublin in 1904, and change 
is coming, be it Irish nationalism, Aunt Julia’s 
fragile health or debilitating alcoholism. To the 
music of piano, fiddle, Irish drum, cello, flute 
and guitar, the household floats on the camara-
derie and unforced affection of people who trea-
sure each other. The songs reveal the spirit of 
each character—sentimental, wistful, raucous 
and saucy—cleverly sounding like old Irish airs 
even though purpose-written for this show.
 The Court Theatre production is as perfect as 
can be, with nuanced performances from a fine 
ensemble crammed with gifted Chicago veter-
ans such as Johnson, McMonagle, Mary Ernster 
and Anne Gunn (aunts Julia and Kate), Rebecca 
Finnegan and Rob Lindley (Mrs. Malin and son 
Freddy). The impeccable Doug Peck is the pitch-
perfect musical director, the seemingly-sponta-
neous choreography is by Katie Spelman and the 
fluid staging and concept are by Charles New-
ell, who clearly deeply feels this material. Scott 
Davis designed the wide and not-really-empty 
setting (he also designed Failure: A Love Story, 
currently at Victory Gardens). James Joyce’s The 
Dead is the non-holiday holiday show to see, a 
bittersweet elegy for hearts we miss.

THEATER REVIEW

The Mikado
Playwright: Gilbert & sullivan
at: the hypocrites at Chopin 
theatre, 1543 W. Division st.
tickets: 1-773-989-7352; 
www.the-hyporcites.com; $28
Runs through: jan. 13

by joNathaN abaRbaNEl
 
If Gilbert & Sullivan is something you take in 
traditional dress or not at all, then this Mikado 
is not your cup of sake. Indeed, it isn’t even 
Japanese (more below) as boiled down by au-
teurist director Sean Graney and musical director 
Kevin O’Donnell. It is, however, an insouciant 80 
minutes of high-spirited fun, accompanied by a 
slight aerobics workout in Graney’s promenade 
staging which keeps audiences and performers 
in motion. With the astonishing absence of “I’ve 
Got a Little List,” Graney and O’Donnell squeeze 
in all The Mikado’s greatest hits, albeit most of 
them in truncated form. They’ve also chopped a 
great deal of the dialogue, but what remains is 
surprisingly faithful to Gilbert.
 The reduction mostly is skillful. It emphasiz-
es Gilbert’s wit by thinning out his sometimes 
heavy-handed dialogue (although the perform-
ers speed through much without savoring it), 
while the musical editing turns Sullivan’s glori-
ous tunes into hummable pop-music hits. The 
intimate setting aids the clarity of the lyrics, 
which the touchy Gilbert would have appreci-
ated (indeed, insisted upon). The cast of 10 
double as the chorus and orchestra, playing in 
various combinations accordion, concertina, 
violin, flute, clarinet, mandolin, banjo, saxo-
phone, drums, gong, guitars and the saw (an 
effective surprise in “Tit-Willow”). These are 
like the talented kids who put on shows in high 
school, imbuing the production with a spirit of 
youthful spontaneity.
 The cast of singing actors (not acting singers 
and there is a difference) is predictably uneven, 
but they pull off Sullivan’s more-difficult-than-
it-sounds music with generally solid results and 
easy grace (Andra Velis Simon is the vocal di-
rector). I’ve seen most of them in non-musical 
shows so their musical chops are real surprise, 
among them Sean Pfautsch essaying both tenor 
Nanki-Poo and profound contralto Katisha, Rob-
ert McLean as Ko-Ko, Emily Casey as Yum-Yum 
(and the Mikado, although most of the singing 
role is cut) and Matt Kahler as Pooh-Bah.
 Graney has double-cast Nanki-Pook/Katisha 
(Pfautsch) and Yum-Yum/The Mikado (Casey), 

an awkward decision since the characters often 
are onstage at the same time, and one with no 
discernible merit except reducing the cast size 
(if that’s meritorious). Also, eliminating all ref-
erences to Japan in words or design robs the 
show of context. Michael Smallwood’s scenic 
design is a colorful little two-ring circus, com-
plete with balloons and a grandstand (and a bar 
mixes potent $5 drinks). The company is a clown 
troupe, even the stage manager (costumes by 
Alison Siple). I figured they would rewrite the 
show’s sharp political satire about corruption to 
fit Chicago/Illinois, but they didn’t except for 
two passing jokes. The Mikado is an excellent 
romp, but it is its own reason for existence when 
it might have been just a touch more.

THEATER REVIEW

Failure: A 
Love Story
Playwright: Philip Dawkins
at: victory Gardens theatre at 
the biograph, 2433 N. lincoln ave.
tickets: 773-871-3000; 
tickets@victorygardens.org; $35-$50
Runs through: Dec. 30 

by maRy shEN baRNiDGE
 
First, set your story in a clock shop. Then lo-
cate these constant reminders of temporality 
on the banks of the Chicago river (any river 
will do, but our city—as a popular show pro-
claimed in 2010—has a special connection 
to water). Add a playbill note where the play-
wright declares his inspiration to have been 
a country graveyard. If that’s not enough to 
dispel any lingering doubts as to the unlike-
lihood of your play being a cheerful romp, 
declare the first words uttered onstage to be, 
“Nelly was the first of the Fail girls to die.” 
  Proper mood having been established, our 
narrative arc traces the progress of Henry 
and Marietta Failbottom (whose surname 
is truncated to “Fail” at Ellis Island), their 
three daughters and foster son. In 1900, after 
the parents’ lakeside drive in their newfan-
gled automobile is tragically interrupted by 
the washout from the Eastland disaster, the 
spinster sisters embark on their respective 
careers: by 1928, Gertrude is the proprietor 
of the family business, Nelly is its resident 
engraver and jazz-age beauty, Jenny achieves 
fame in competitive swimming and reclusive 
brother John finds his calling as a natural-
ist. One day, a high-rolling bachelor swaggers 
into the shop and vows to marry one of the 
Fail siblings, little suspecting the course that 
his fortunes will take as he pursues his elu-
sive goal.
 It may be argued that Philip Dawkins’ chro-
nocentric metaphors on the theme of death’s 
inevitability and the need to continue produc-
tive lives following the loss of loved ones are 
better suited to the leisurely contemplation 

of the page than the kinetic medium of the 
stage. Director Seth Bockley has assembled 
a company well-trained in anthropomorphic 
improvisation—impersonating assorted time-
pieces, say, or exotic pet animals. So engag-
ingly are these fancies introduced that even 
when confronted with imaginative eccentric-
ity in the extreme (Janet Ulrich Brooks as a 
full-grown python, for example), we chuckle 
and accept the suspended disbelief asked of 
us. 
 Dawkins’ auspicious debut with The Homo-
sexuals in 2011 increases the risks inherent 
in this second venture, its dazzling wordplay 
and physical inventiveness too easily verging 
on the precocity associated with the Strange 
Tree Group’s more introverted exercises. Bock-
ley’s ensemble never allows their premise to 
spill over into ham-handed camp, however, 
but deftly navigates the artistic clutter to in-
voke the E.L. Doctorow-nostalgic tone at the 
heart of Dawkins’ delicately romantic text.
 

CRITICS’ PICKS

 a Christmas Carol, Goodman Theatre, 
through Dec. 29. As every reintroduction to 
Dickens’ immortal parable reveals hitherto-
overlooked discoveries, so does the Good-
man’s 35th-anniversary adaptation draw 
gasps of fresh recognition from loyal pil-
grims and first-timers alike. MSB
 metamorphoses, Lookingglass Theatre, 
through Jan. 6; Mary Zimmerman’s adapta-
tion of myths old (mostly) and new remains 
a visual feast and a dream-like, sensual ex-
perience with a fine balance of humor, sen-
timent, sexiness and surprise. Add a show 
to your Boul Mich shopping. JA
  the odd Couple, Northlight Theatre, ex-
tended through Dec. 16. Cheers star George 
Wendt had to drop out due to medical rea-
sons, but his understudy, Marc Grapey, and 
co-star Tim Kazurinsky lead a top-notch 
cast who all show why this classic Neil Si-
mon comedy has endured through the de-
cades. SCM
 superior Donuts, Mary-Arrchie Theatre 
Company at Royal George Theatre, extended 
through Dec. 31. Tracy Letts’ most opti-
mistic play has finally found the perfect 
location for its celebration of the America 
Dream, as symbolized by a humble dough-
nut in an economically changing Uptown. 
MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

the mikado. Photo by matthew Gregory hollis

Failure: a love story. Photo by michael 
brosilow
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BET PRESENTS 

JACKIE TAYLOR’S

THE HOLIDAY CLASSIC RETURNS —NOW IN ITS 36TH YEAR!
NOVEMBER 23 - JANUARY 13  Everyone is welcome in the Kingdom of Other so order your tickets Today!   
Reserve tickets by phone at 773.769.4451, through Ticketmaster, or online at blackensemble.org

BET YOU IN?

http://www.blackensemble.org
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THEATER REVIEW

SPANK! The Fifty 
Shades Parody
Playwrights: j.s. blair, i.m. macintyre, 
j.a. millan, s.a. moran, C.j. munch, 
a.m. scheffler, i.P. Whalen
at: Royal George theatre, 
1641 N. halsted st. 
tickets: www.pavementgroup.org; 
$42.50-$52.50
Runs through: Dec. 16

by sCott C. moRGaN
 
You have to give credit to the creators and 
producers of SPANK! The Fifty Shades Parody. 
They’ve rushed out a spoof show to financially 
capitalize on the best-selling literary phenom-
enon that is E.L. James’ Fifty Shades of Grey, 
which has all but mainstreamed S&M erotic fic-
tion.
 But if you see SPANK! at the Royal George The-
atre, feel free to accuse the show’s creators of 
being comic carpetbaggers. The largely Canadian 
creative team is fobbing off what feels like an 
inferior product on Chicago audiences who can 
get homegrown (and often better-written) com-
edy spoofs on a more intimate scale (and at a 
fraction of the cost) by the likes of the Annoy-
ance Theatre, iO Chicago or Hell in a Handbag 
Productions.
 The first mistake on the part of SPANK! produc-

ers was to present the show in the Royal George 
Theatre’s main stage. The show’s modest produc-
tion values and three-person cast look positively 
dwarfed in this venue, which famously present-
ed the Chicago premiere of Tony Kushner’s epic 
drama Angels in America. SPANK! would have 
played much better in the Royal George’s inti-
mate cabaret space.
 And for a show that bills itself as a musi-
cal, SPANK! is pretty meager when it comes to 
songs. Rather than create a new score, SPANK! 
cribs from other shows like Cabaret and Into the 
Woods with new lyrics that aren’t all that clever.
 With a phalanx of comedy writers, SPANK! does 
take many potshots at James’ tale of a young 
woman who enters into a contractual agreement 
to be an S&M sex object to a young and attrac-
tive billionaire—particularly the bland naivete 
of the heroine called Tasha Woode here (Michelle 
Vezilj) and the author “E.B. Janet” (Amanda 
Barker), whom they imply is little more than a 
frustrated housewife who writes bad Internet 
fan fiction.
 There are also cutting bits at the phenomenon 
of Twilight novels and a foray into the 1990s 
TV sitcom Home Improvement, but SPANK! can’t 
shake its comedy-by-committee feel. Now I must 
admit that I haven’t read Fifty Shades of Grey, so 
the narrative that SPANK! spoofs might not be 
so apparent to me. 
 Also, to be honest, the three-person cast of 
SPANK! is often funny and affably engaging (and 
very impressive when it comes to Drew Moer-
lein’s whoop-worthy sculpted body as billionaire 
Hugh Hanson). Yet you can see them straining 
because they’re working with what feels like 
less-than-best material.
 Yet you do have to admire the box office ambi-
tion of the SPANK! creators and producers for 
rushing out a Fifty Shades of Grey parody and 
taking it on the road. It’s too bad Chicago com-
edy troupes didn’t write their own Fifty Shades 
of Grey spoofs first. 

 How do today’s poets measure up with esteemed 
poets of the past? Find out when Chicago Slam Works 
presents Dead or alive battle Royale of slam Poetry 
supremacy for all Eternity, which pits modern slam 
poets like Sage Morgan Hubbard, Raych Jackson, Kevin 
Kern, Sharrieff Muhammad, Emily Rose and Fatimah 
Asghar against actors portraying Gwendolyn Brooks, 
Langston Hughes, Etheridge Knight, Jonathan Swift, 
Anne Sexton and T.S. Eliot in a mock competition. 
Get ready to pick your favorites on Wednesdays at 8 
p.m. Dec. 5-19 at the Raven Theatre, 6157 N. Clark St. 
Tickets are $14; call 847-556-8679 or visit www.chi-
cagoslamworks.com.Photo by David Silverman of Dstar 
Photography

SPOTLIGHT

THEATER REVIEW

You Never Can Tell
Playwright: George bernard shaw
at: Remy bumppo theatre Company 
at the Greenhouse, 2257 N. lincoln ave.
tickets: 773-404-7336; 
www.remybumppo.org; $42.50-$52.50
Runs through: jan. 6

by maRy shEN baRNiDGE
 
You may argue that George Bernard Shaw 
couldn’t write a frivolous play if he’d tried—
but he did try, once. After viewing Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, the 
brainy author of incisive social commentaries 
took up the challenge of composing a domes-
tic farce unencumbered by serious topics and 
chewy contemplations. He didn’t fully achieve 
his goal, but his efforts are commendable, 
nevertheless.
 As in Wilde’s play, his plot is premised on 
the question of parentage: Eighteen years 
earlier, the progressive-minded Mrs. Clan-
don abandoned her insufferably reactionary 
husband, taking the children with her. This 
expatriate household has now returned to 
England, lodging at a seaside resort, where 
the family solicitor has been summoned for 
the purpose of revealing to the Clandon heirs 
the history of their unconventional upbring-
ing. Unbeknown to them (but quickly dis-
closed) is that their estranged sire dwells in 
this same village, as well as a penniless and 

fickle-minded bachelor who promptly falls in 
love with the emancipated Miss Clandon. 
 So far, so good—the conflict of rationality 
and romance always makes for entertaining 
intergender repartee in the course of their 
contradictions’ ultimate reconciliation. Also 
keeping the dramatic tone appropriately 
amoral are a duo of irrepressible younger 
siblings who facilitate mischief like the Har-
lequin and Columbine they impersonate at a 
masquerade ball. The literary habits of a long 
career prove too strong for Shaw, however, 
compelling him to inject a discussion of child 
custody laws in operation at the time, along 
with some remarks on a restrictive decorum 
that prevents even fathers and sons from 
breaching class distinctions in public.
 Director Shawn Douglass and the Remy 
Bumppo ensemble rally behind Shaw’s in-
tent, maintaining a crisp and sprightly pace 
that never slips into slapstick mugging. Rep-
resenting the voices of authority are Elaine 
Rivkin and Doug Hendel, acquitting them-
selves admirably as the incompatible progeni-
tors, while Greg Matthew Anderson and Eliza 
Stoughton make a suitably pixilated pair of 
lovers. That said, C. Jaye Miller and Alex Weis-
man’s irreverent tag-team sallies command 
attention whenever they appear, but are no 
match for the legendary Dale Benson, play-
ing a waiter grown wise with age, nor Rob 
Glidden’s lex-ex-machina cameo as his upstart 
offspring.

sPaNK! the Fifty shades Parody. Photo from 
the silverman Group 

OPALGA to stage 
Dustin Lance 
Black’s Prop 8 play
 Oak Park Area Lesbian & Gay Association 
(OPALGA), with license from the American 
Foundation for Equal Rights (AFER) and 
Broadway Impact, has announced a one-
night-only reading of “8.”
 The production is a play chronicling the 
trial in the federal constitutional chal-
lenge to California’s Proposition 8; Acad-
emy Award-winning screenwriter and AFER 
Founding Board Member Dustin Lance Black 
wrote 8.
 The reading of 8 will take place March 
10, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. at the Arts Center of 
Oak Park/The Ernest Hemingway Museum, 
200 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park. See www.
opalga.org.

KINSEY SICKS
“Oy Vey in a Manger”

DEC. 20
7PM
10PM

America’s Favorite Dragapella Beaut�shop Quar�et

http://www.attheflash.com
http://www.maynestage.com


it, I was being flown to Long Beach, Calif. It was 
absolutely amazing. I would never trade it for 
anything. 
 “I was filming my second episode when my 
first episode aired. I remembered sitting down 
watching, thinking can this really be happen-
ing? To be on my favorite TV show ever?”
 He explained what it is about Glee that ap-
peals to him. “There’s someone you can relate 
to on this show no matter what you are,” he 
said. “Gay, straight, Black, white, male, female. 
For me it was Kurt, because I’m gay. He has a 
powerhouse voice. It’s captivating, exciting, the 
epitome of who I want to be.”
 His relatives are pleased, Newell said: “My 
grandma is really proud. She’s one of my num-
ber-one fans, very supportive. One of my little 
cousins in Alabama was asked, ‘Are you related 
to Unique?’ She replied, ‘I’m related to Alex.’”
 Brought back to Glee for its fourth season, 
Newell is now well on his way to becoming an 
LGBT icon. In July, he was a featured performer 
at San Diego Pride, belting out “Boogie Shoes” 
for the adoring crowd.    
 Newell is giving the often-ignored transgen-
der community a positive image with whom they 
can identify. Newell said that the feedback he 
gets on his Twitter feed is always supportive: 
“It’s uplifting to see how people relate to the 
character. They’re able to see that it’s OK for 
them to be who they are.” 
 Newell told Windy City Times that he’s just an 
actor playing a role. “I myself don’t identify as 
trans,” he said. “I’m comfortable with who I am, 
no matter what I wear.”
 Newell’s idols include Barbra Streisand, Aretha 
Franklin, Chaka Khan and RuPaul. “I wanted to 
scalp Khan and put her hear on my head,” Newell 
said. “Her voice has not aged, and I love that.”
 He’s also hoping to find Mr. Right. “When 
people ask me if Unique is going to get a boy-
friend, I ask, ‘Is Alex going to get a boyfriend?’ 
I’m desperately single at the moment,” he said. 

“I’m looking for someone who’s breathing, and 
if he makes more than I do, so be it. I’m not 
picky, but I’m high maintenance.” He hopes to 
get married a number of times. “I want to be the 
gay Elizabeth Taylor,” he laughed.
 Of course, Glee will one day run its course, as 
all TV shows do. For Newell, the series will serve 

as a launching pad for what he plans to be a 
long career. “After Glee, I want to be on Broad-
way, do a sitcom, and films,” he said. “When I’m 
really old, I’d like to do little cameos on Broad-
way, then another sitcom. I can multitask. My 
mom was a nurse, a single mom who who kept 
a happy home. She’d say good morning, go to 
work; then when I got home, dinner would be 
ready. If she could do it, so can I. She’s one of 

my biggest inspirations.”
 His advice to those who might share his dream 
is simple.
 “Be confident,” he said. “Just do it. I almost 
didn’t submit my video because I thought noth-
ing would come of it. Just go to that audition 
because you never know when it’s gonna hap-
pen.”
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alex Newell. Photo by Clinton henning 
Gaughran/afterElton
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NEA distributes 
grants to dozens of 
state groups
 The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 
will distribute grants to hundreds of non-
profit organizations across the country for 
the 2013 fiscal year—and dozens of Illinois 
schools are in the mix.
 About Face Theatre is one company that 
will receive funds, according to a press re-
lease. About Face will receive $20,000 to sup-
port the project HERE TODAY: Queer Men of 
Color.
 Among the dozens of other organizations 
and individuals who will receive grants are 
Chicago Filmmakers ($15,000); Old Town 
School of Folk Music, Inc. ($10,000); Chicago 
Theatre Group, Inc., aka Goodman Theatre 
($90,000); Gilloury Institute (aka Silk Road 
Rising (formerly Silk Road Theatre Project)) 
($20,000); the Museum of Contemporary Art 
($45,000); and Steppenwolf Theatre Company 
($100,000).

Lesbian 50+ improv
group forming
 A Second City Workshop alum is forming a 
non-profit seven-member improv group com-
posed of lesbians 50 and over. This newly cre-
ated company will create/perform set scenes 

and audience suggested improv sketches. 
Mostly two-to-four person short form, and 
blackouts, with some “Harolds.”
 Auditions will be at the Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St., third floor, on Wed., Dec. 
19, 6-8 p.m.; Thursday, Dec. 20, 6-8 p.m.; 
Saturday, Jan. 5, 2013, 2-4 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Jan. 6, 2013, 2-4 p.m.
 Potential candidates must have background 
as writers, performers and/or directors with 
improvisation/sketch experience.
 Interested people should submit headshots 
and resumes along with brief bios to Iris 
Golden at 818-264-6832 or igolden13@aol.
com, and Maura Ross at 773-472-6469 ext. 
452, or mross@centeronhalsted.org.

‘Glass Menagerie’ 
Dec. 9-Jan. 20 
 Mary-Arrchie Theatre Co. is running its 
production of Tennessee Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie Dec. 9-Jan. 20, 2013, at 7 p.m. at 
Angel Island in Chicago, 735 W. Sheridan Rd.
 It will run Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 
p.m., and Sundays at 7 p.m.
 Tickets for previews (Dec. 5-8) are $10; 
regular-run tickets are $25 each. Tickets can 
be purchased through Ticketweb and Goldstar 
online, or at the box office, if available. For 
reservations and information, call 773-871-
0442.

http://www.joffrey.org/nut
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Cop to it
 The ‘80s classic Cagney & lacey: the Complete series 
(www.amazon.com; $139.99) shows groundbreaking cops 
Sharon Gless and Tyne Daly dealing with personal and pro-
fessional challenges—including catching the bad guys, of 
course. This expansive set includes 32 discs encompassing 
119 episodes and more than 90 hours. The release just left 
me with one question: Has it really been 30 years since this 
show? 

WinDy City tiMES’ 2012

week two of two
holiDay Gift GuiDE

honoring a legend
 With the book alexander mcQueen: the life and the legacy ($35), Judith Watt 
takes a look at the personal and professional lives of the late, gay fashion designer, 
producing fascinating detail after fascinating detail. Also, McQueen’s personal draw-
ings are peppered throughout the book, making this a must-have for anyone who’s 
interested in fashion.

Warming up
 It’s been unseasonably warm in Chicago lately, but you know 
those blizzard-like conditions are on their way. Stay warm with 
the therapedic oversized Royal mink Electric blanket (www.
bedbathandbeyond.com; from $99.99), which features 10 heat 
settings and even a pre-heat feature. Even more impressive, it 
has a five-year warranty. 

Whiskey business
 angel’s Envy bourbon (various retail-
ers at www.angelsenvy.com; $45) is a 
top-notch whiskey that master distiller 
Lincoln Henderson created. One of the 
distinguishing traits about Angel’s Envy 
is that the whiskey is aged up to six 
years in charred white oak barrels and 
finished in ruby port wine casks. It all 
results in one very smooth drink (or 
more than one).

image is everything
 the Pentax K-30 camera (www.pentaximaging.
com; $799.95) has so many attractive features it’s 
practically irresistible. It has a large three-inch 
LCD with brightness and color adjustments, and 
allows the user to freeze the action with a fast 
six-frames-per-second continuous shooting mode. 
In addition, the camera allows for full 1080p HD 
video capture at 30 frames per second—and the 
body is coldproof, thanks to full weather sealing.

kiehl-ing me softly
 Known for its myriad skin-care products, Kiehl’s (www.
kiehls.com) steps up its game with a lip-balm set ($30) 
that features items in vanilla, coconut and mango. There’s 
also the Ultimate Man Refueling Kit ($58), which includes 
a face wash, shaving cream, facial moisture treatment and 
even a hand salve. People won’t be able to keep their hands 
off you—for better or for worse. 

Card couture
 For those who truly want to go all out, there are the Gilded age Greetings luxury greeting cards 
(www.gildedagegreetings.com; from $300). Considered to be the most expensive cards in the world, 
they are studded with items such as white diamonds, emeralds, rubies, gold and authentic Swarovski 
crystals. To make the feeling of receiving these cards even more exclusive, the tassel-bound cards are 
penned to order and come with three additional inserts—as well as documentation and white gloves.
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the skin game
 Justin Monroe is known for his provocative 
photography—and he certainly provokes 
with two recent items: the Flavor of the 
month 2013 calendar ($27.95) and the book 
Rock bottom ($36.51). Fans of Monroe’s 
photography (and fans of skin, in general) 
should be appreciative.

old faithful
 There are a lot of trendy 
stores, but sometimes people 
forget the tried and true. 
macy’s (www..macys.com) 
has a stunning array of items 
for people who want to get 
stylish items on a budget. 
The Rwanda basket ($50, with 
half of the wholesale price 
going to the artisan), the 
Michael Kors key fob ($48), 
the Martha Stewart Collection 
decorative pillow ($80) and 
the LoungeFly Hello Kitty tote 
($70) are just a sample of 
what Macy’s has to offer.

lime traveler
 Crabtree & Evelyn ($14.95) has unveiled its holiday collections to 
take care of your skin. Among the items are the hand preservation kit 
($12) and the nomad sampler travel kit ($26), available in scents such 
as citron and West Indian lime—and I have to admit the lime is the 
best-smelling skin care-related product I’ve smelled in quite some time. 

Entitled
 Unique (and even eco-friendly), highland titles, which special-
izes in land preservation, is offering the opportunity to purchase 
souvenir plots on its estate in Glencoe Wood, Scotland—granting 
the legal use of the 
Scottish title of laird, 
lord or lady ($49.99). 
Just don’t get too car-
ried away with your 
new title or it might 
be, “OK, my lord—now 
take out the garbage.” 

flask force
 A lot of people say that their water bottles 
are the best ever made, but hydro Flask 
($19.99-$49.99) might be able to lay claim 
to that title. Among other perks, the flask’s 
double-wall vacuum insulation keeps drinks ice-
cold up to 24 hours (even in the summer sun) 
and hot drinks hot for up to 12. In addition, 5 
percent of the purchase price will be donated 
to a charity of the consumer’s choice, as part of 
Five Percent Back.

Generation app
 the Next issue app (www.nextissue.com; $9.99-$14.99/month) 
is perfect for people who love to read. Available for iPad or Android 
tablets, the app allows you to access up to 75 magazines every 
month—including Details, Men’s Journal, Vogue, Esquire and 
Essence, among others. A person who tried it out for Windy City 
Times remarked, “I downloaded 12 magazines before leaving on a 
flight to England and loved being able to read them all during the 
flight (yet only have to carry my iPad, which also had a movie to 
watch and two newspapers on it).”

pad about you
 Innovatively aiding health, 
the Gosmart RestPad (http://
justgosmart.squarespace.com/
store; $34.95) has a sheepskin 
wrist rest attached to a mousepad 
to provide pressure relief. Other 
plusses include a large mousepad 
and a wrist area that’s also large 
and rounded to increase user 
comfort. Now you can hang 
around those chat rooms more 
comfortably. 

Board chair
 Blending snowboarding with the 
look/feel of skis, Dual snowboards 
(www.dualsnowboards.com; $299) 
has items that are worn on each 
foot. Designed for everyone from 
professional athletes to the novice 
beginner, Dual Snowboards allow 
bodies to move more naturally on the 
slopes, making it easier and safer to 
learn to snowboard—or hone your 
midair twists, you daredevil. 

Walk on by
 The omron pedometer (www.omronfitness.
com; $44.99) will help you get started early 
on that New Year’s resolution to get fitter. 
Featuring smart sensor technology, you can 
wear the pedometer practically anywhere 
on your person—and tracks both steps and 
distance to keep you motivated to go further 
each day.
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With a twist
 areaware (www.areaware.
com) is known for innovative 
items that you could go 
for the person who has 
everything. Among some of 
the company’s items are the 
banana bowl ($140), silicone 
key keychain ($14) and 
distortion candlesticks ($45). 

Chop, chop
 benihana is offering the ultimate experience for any chef 
wannabe with its “Be the Chef” package (www.benihana.com/
bethechef; from $140).  The package includes a training session for 
the recipient with one of the restaurant’s master chefs, followed by 
a special dinner performance for three guests where the recipient 
can show off his or her cooking skills.

tag—you’re it
 The company tag (www.tag2u.com or www.tagltd.com) has 
some pretty cool items—including some for oenophiles (or 
wine aficionados). Among some intriguing things are stem-
less wine glasses ($5.95 each) and the Viva  Scandinavia wine 
decanter and aerator funnel set ($39.95).

Case study
 Pelican ProGear (www.PelicanProGear.com) 
is perfect for those who believe in security, as 
the company manufactures crushproof cases 
designed to protect smartphones, laptops and 
other precious items. I was skeptical at first—
and then I tried the sport wallet ($29.95); not 
only is it completely waterproof, but it is quite 
simple to operate.

keeping cool
 Mission AthleteCare’s Enduracool instant 
cooling towel (www.missionathletecare.com; 
$14.95) is a 12.25” x 33” items made from a 
performance fabric that instantly cools when wet 
with water or sweat, wrung out and snapped in 
the air to activate cooling properties. It works for 
hours, whether you’re on the tennis court (like 
Serena Williams, who uses it) or practicing Bikram 
yoga in the studio.

Gleaming the cube
 Designed to be a pint-sized audio center, the NuForce Cube (www.nuforce.com; $99) is 
a quality headphone amplifier, high-performance speaker, and audiophile-grade USB DAC 
(digital audio converter). What’s even more enticing is that it’s available in a variety of colors 
(black, silver, red or blue)—you can even get a couple different hues to suit your mood. 

Espresso 
yourself
 If you’re looking for 
something that’s a little 
different, look no further 
than van Gogh Double 
Espresso vodka (www.
vangoghvodka.com; $27). 
Using a double-infusion 
method, distiller Tim Vos 
handcrafts all Van Gogh 
vodkas, resulting in a vodka 
in a rich shade of brown that 
has bite and smoothness. 

tee, myself and i
 Ideal for people who want to protect those ex-
pensive dress shirts, the thompson tee (www.
thompsontee.com; $19.99) is a special undershirt 
that uses special technology blocks underarm sweat 
and odor (as well as those dreaded yellow stains). 
Now, you can wear that Hugo Boss with confidence.

Snow bunnies
 o’Neill snow has unveiled its 2012-13 apparel 
collection (www.oneill.com; various price points), with 
items such as insulated snow jackets, shells, backcountry 
gear, pants, beanies, flannel shirts, fleece and more. Not 
only will you be able to brave the cold, but you’ll be 
able to do it stylishly. 
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books
Lance Loud and his family were household names 
in the 1970s—they were the focus of the first 
reality show decades ahead of the reality swarm 
we now see on television 24/7. PBS ran the 12-
part series in 1973, and in it Loud became one 
of the first openly gay people on television. 
Loud met Christopher Makos in the 1970s, and 
Makos, now a world-renowned photographer, 
helps document his life for the new book lance 
out loud (Glitterati Inc.), by Lance’s mom Pat 
Loud, and edited by Makos. Photos by Chris, Pat 
and Lance illustrate this extensive collection 
of the Loud family’s life. Friends of Lance are 
generous with their own memories: David Keeps, 
Rufus Wainwright, Cherry Vanilla and early com-
ments by Andy Warhol. As the book’s PR states: 
“Pat Loud is the well-known and beloved mother 
of Lance Loud, who through her collection of his 
papers, artworks, and memorabilia and continu-
ing contact with Lance’s closest circle of friends, 
has been able to compile this important docu-
ment of one life that represents an era of Ameri-
can popular culture.”
 jack Robinson: on show, Portraits 1958–72 
(Palazzo Editions) is a beautiful coffeetable 
book filled with the work of 1960s photographic 
legend Robinson. As a fashion and celebrity 
photographer for Vogue, Robinson, who was gay, 
captured some of the most iconic individuals of 
the era. My only quibble is that they chose one 
of the weakest images, of Warren Beatty, for the 
cover. There were many more incredible shots to 
choose from. Among celebs inside the pages are 
Liza Minnelli (including a lovely shot with Peter 
Allen), Nina Simone (now that would have made 
a cover!), Carly Simon, Sonny and Cher, Daniel 
Barenboim, Beverly Sills, Jerry Herman, Dirk Bo-
garde, Julie Christie, Cybill Shepherd (who wrote 
the foreword), Julie Harris, Anthony Perkins, Lily 
Tomlin, Tina Turner, Elton John, Jack Nicholson, 
Michael Caine, Joni Mitchell, Ralph Lauren and 
Andy Warhol. Robinson died at age 69 in 1997. 
This book, which also includes a brief biography 
of Robinson and his work, captures some of his 
greatest images. Definitely a great holiday gift.
 Martin Duberman is one of the most important 
writers in our gay universe, winner of numer-
ous prizes, and founder and former director of 
the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at CUNY. 
His newest book is howard Zinn: a life on the 
left (New Press), a biography of the late so-
cial activist (Zinn died in 2010). It draws on 
extensive materials to paint a comprehensive 

portrait of a complex man who was at the center 
of many of the most important social movements 
of the last century. Duberman notes that Zinn’s 
politics were equally interesting for their omis-
sions and contradictions. As the press release for 
the book notes, though Zinn “was close to the 
epicenter of second-wave feminism and the gay 
and lesbian movement, Zinn did not embrace ei-
ther, omitting them from the original text of his 
seminal work, A People’s History of the United 
States.” 
 Keith Boykin’s newest book, For Colored 
boys Who have Considered suicide When 
the Rainbow is still Not Enough (Magnus), 
is a collection of personal stories on coming of 
age, coming out and coming home. It has 45 
essays and poems from 43 authors, including Af-
rican-Americans, Latinos, Jamaican-Americans, 
Asian-Americans, and one British writer. Writers 

include Boykin, James Earl Hardy, Wade Davis, 
Mark Corece, Rod McCullom and Tim’m T. West. 
This is an essential reader from this important 
national gay writer and leader.
 Bishop Gene Robinson has a new book coming 
out, God believes in love: straight talk about 
Gay marriage (Knopf). This issue is both politi-
cal and personal for Robinson, the first openly 
gay Episcopal Bishop, and he takes readers on 
a journey of religious history. He tells straight 
people to understand that gay marriage is their 

issue, too. He believes Jesus would approve of 
gay marriage, so this might be a good gift for 
the right side of your family (Christmas) tree. 
 Another book tackling religious issues is 
Pray the Gay away: the Extraordinary lives 
of bible belt Gays (NYU Press), by Bernadette 
Barton. She explores both passive and active 
homophobia in the South, and how gays nego-
tiate homophobia, the ex-gay movement, the 
creationism debate, and the often-unbearable 
heaviness of religion.
 This is one of the crazier descriptions of a 
memoir I have come across, which is what makes 
it work: Gay author Michael Menzies believed he 
was the love child of film legends Noël Coward 
and Marlene Dietrich. He traveled the world try-
ing to prove his theory, but even though he 
lost the argument, he used the opportunity to 
explore these legends’ lives, and his own. The 

result, Deeply superficial: Noël Coward, mar-
lene Dietrich, and me, is available from Magnus 
Books. It is a fun romp around the world—and 
around some famous Hollywood names. Menzies 
worked with rock ’n’ roll promoter Bill Graham, 
impresario Sol Hurok, choreographer Agnes de 
Mille, Broadway producer Saint-Subber, and in 
film with the de Laurentiis family. He lives in Los 
Angeles with his companion of 30 years, Edu-
ardo de la Grana.
 Here is a very fun idea for a book, Who’s yer 

Daddy? Gay Writers Celebrate their mentors 
and Forerunners (Terrace Books), edited by Jim 
Elledge and David Groff. A wide range of gay 
writers discuss their literary mentors, including 
Walt Whitman, Oscar Wilde, André Gide, James 
Baldwin and Edmund White. And of course they 
have also been inspired by non-gay-male cre-
ative types, from Bette Midler to Captain Kirk. 
Among the essayists are Mark Doty, Dale Peck, 
Kenny Fries, Tim Miller and Thomas Glave. Now 
where’s Who’s Yer Mama?
 Longtime lesbian novelist Lee Lynch has an-
other contribution to the genre: the Raid (Bold 
Stroke Books). She states: “Before Stonewall, 
having a drink with friends or your girl could 
mean jail. In 1961, The Old Town Tavern is more 
than just a gay bar. It’s a home to strangers who 
have become family. They drink, they dance, 
they fall in lust and in love. They don’t even 
know who the enemy is, only that it is powerful 
enough to order the all-too-willing vice squad 
to destroy the bar and their lives. Would these 
women and men still have family, a job, a place 
to live after … The Raid? This was how it was 
done then, this was the gay life, and this is the 
resilient gay will.” Take a journey with Lynch to 
a time not long ago in a galaxy very close to 
home. 
 two spirits, one heart: a mother, her trans-
gender son, and their journey to love and 
acceptance is a wonderful new book by Mar-
sha Aizumi and her son Aiden. Marsha’s child 
first came out as a lesbian, then transitioned 
to male. Marsha writes of her own transition as 
a mother of an adopted girl, offering uncondi-
tional love as this child makes a journey through 
sexual orientation and gender identity. A great 
book for any parent—or child. Can you say 
“Happy holidays, mom … here’s a gift for your 
heart”? See www.marshaaizumi.com.
 Coming around: Parenting lesbian, Gay, 
bisexual and transgender Kids (New Horizon 
Press) is a guide for parents navigating the post-
coming out of their child. Anne Dohrenwend, 
PhD, addresses parents’ fears regarding bigotry 
and social prejudice, including religious, as well 
as what not to say and what to say to your child. 
 And here’s a third book on the parenting track, 
Gay Dads: transitions to adoptive Fatherhood 
(New York University Press), by Abbie E. Gold-
berg. She explores the different issues faced 
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There are many LGBT and related gifts you can give this holiday 
season. What follows are a few dozen from our always mile-high 
stack of new items in the office. We give away many of our 
books, DVDs, Blu-rays and CDs in contests on our Facebook page, 

so “like” us to have a chance to win. See https://www.facebook.
com/windycitymediagroup.com.
 Please support independent bookstores by purchasing your 
books through them. Stores we recommend include Women & 
Children First, Unabridged Books, The Book Cellar, After Words, 
the Book Table, 57th Street Books, Quimby’s and Powell’s.
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and More

above: Cover of jack Robinson: on 
show, Portraits 1958–72, featuring 
Warren beatty.

Right: Photos in the jack Robinson book: tina turner, 
liza minnelli, Nina simone, Elton john.

turn to page 38
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For your walls
 Keith Haring was an important gay street artist who converted to the mainstream before his very un-
timely death from AIDS complications (in 1990). How appropriate that you can now have Haring art-
work on your walls. Blik, the maker of self-adhesive surface graphics, launched Keith haring—Pattern 
Wall tiles, an eco-friendly take on Haring’s repeating patterns. The black-and-white pattern, reminis-
cent of the mural from Haring’s original Pop Shop, moves across two 28” x 48” tiles. Like all Blik Pat-
tern Wall Tiles, Keith Haring—Pat-
tern Wall Tiles are self-adhesive (no 
glue required), movable, reusable 
and eco-friendly (free of both PVCs 
and phthalates). The Keith Haring 
Foundation authorized the tiles. Bilk 
and the Foundation also authorized 
their use in the Chicago-made inde-
pendent film Scrooge & Marley this 
year, so they can been seen in the 
background of the community center 
scenes. They are in the scenes with 
late Chicago AIDS activist Danny 
Sotomayor’s large banner protesting 
against the Catholic church’s oppo-
sition to condoms. See http://www.
whatisblik.com.

For movie and tv fans
 audre lorde—the berlin years 1984 -1992 is the DVD 
version of the theatrical film, with more than 70 minutes of 
extra material, including Lorde reading her poetry and re-
flecting on her work, meeting with South African author and 
activist Ellen Kuzwayo, an interview with filmmaker Dagmar 
Schultz, a music clip by Corasón, and more scenes of Audre 
Lorde in Berlin. There are subtitles in German, French and 
Spanish. Distributed by DRAGA in the U.S. See http://www.
dragadesign.com.
 20th Century Fox has some great DVDs and Blu-rays out, 
just in time for holiday giving for your nieces, nephews, kids 
and adults of all ages. These include: Prometheus, ice age: 
Continental Drift, abraham lincoln: vampire hunter, 
homeland, american horror story, Glee, modern Family, 
terra Nova, New Girl, the Princess bride: 25th anniversa-
ry Edition, bond 50 and the best Exotic marigold hotel. 
The last movie has a terrific gay storyline mingled amongst 
grand acting dames. The TV shows are a mixed blessing, with 
the standouts being Modern Family and Glee. As for Terra Nova: Some shows may get cancelled, but 
they live forever on video.

music for your listening pleasure
 Producers Eugene Dizon and Cory Goodrich 
have recorded a new holiday album season of 
Carols which features more than 100 Chicago 
theater artists, singers and musicians. This CD 
was produced to raise funds for Season of Con-
cern, which supports Chicago artists in need. It 
is available for sale at www.seasonofcarols.com 
and features the Chicago casts of A Little Night 
Music (Writers’ Theater), The Christmas Schooner 
(Mercury Theater), Floyd Collins (BoHo Theater), 
Hairspray (Drury Lane Oakbrook), Hero (Marriott 
Theater), Hunchback Variations (Obleck), Mil-
lion Dollar Quartet (Chicago Cast, Apollo The-
ater), Motherhood the Musical (Royal George), 
Starting Here Starting Now (Theo Ubique) and 
Violet (Bailiwick Chicago). It also includes Chi-
cago cabaret stars Beckie Menzie, Tom Michael, 
Cheri Coons, The Lincoln Squares, Birdie Wing 
and Cory Goodrich. 
 Chicago blues singer liz mandeville is among 
my favorite artists. Her live-show energy is in-
fectious, and her CDs are a pleasure to groove 
to. Clarksville is her newest recording, and it 
makes a great stocking stuffer for the holidays. 
Tracks include “Mama & Daddy Blues,” about the 
state of women and men, the very fun “Sweet 
Potato Pie” featuring Willie “Big Eyes” Smith 
and Eddie Shaw, and the hilariously fun “My 
Mama Wears Combat Boots.” All the tracks are 
terrific, so just get the CD! Available from www.
cdbaby.com/lizmandeville1.
 Speaking of some of my favorite Chicago blues 
(and jazz) musicians, amy armstrong and Fred-
dy allen came out with another terrific CD this 
year, We Get along. This is another CD I highly 
recommend as a very fun balm against holiday 
stress and shopping fevers. Tracks include the 
powerful “Mother Nature,” “Mean to Me,” and 
the extremely fun “Queen’s Blues,” where she 
laments “the hanging around the queens too 
much and I can’t get laid blues.” It ends with 
the ballad, “My Declaration,” a wonderful song 
to play midnight on New Year’s Eve. See http://
www.cdbaby.com/cd/amyfreddy.

by gay fathers, including psychological, social 
and legal landmines. She interviewed 70 gay 
men and “analyzes how gay dads interact with 
competing ideals of fatherhood and masculin-
ity, alternately pioneering and accommodating 
heteronormative ‘parenthood culture.’”
 living jewishly: a snapshot of a Genera-
tion, a collection of personal essays by Jew-
ish 20- and 30-somethings, is available from 
Academic Studies Press. Edited by Oy! Chicago 
blogger-in-chief and JUFdigital communications 
manager Stefanie Pervos Bregman, the anthol-
ogy probes a wide range of topics, including 
Orthodox dating; same-sex, interfaith relation-
ships; discovering personal Jewish identity; 
connection—or lack thereof—to Israel; conver-
sion; and what it means to be a young Jew in 
America today. I love it when mainstream books 
like this include LGBTs matter-of-factly as part 
of their mosaic. Essays of interest include Da-
vid Levy’s “Anatomy of an Activist,” Brian Judd’s 
“My Jewish Journey: How Being Catholic Helped 
Make Me Jewish,” “Volition” by Tera “Nova Jade” 
Greene, and “My (Jewish-Interfaith-Lesbian) 
Wedding by Chai Wolfman. On the first day of 
Hanukah, you can give this book to your family. 
See www.livingjewishlybook.com.
 You know you love them, admit it. The Carpen-
ters. Chicago Review Press has published a newly 
revised and expanded edition of yesterday once 
more: the Carpenters. Singing siblings Karen 
and Richard had a phenomenally successful part-
nership that ended when Karen died in 1983. 
The book is by Randy L. Schmidt, author of the 
bestselling biography Little Girl Blue: The Life of 
Karen Carpenter, so he does know his Carpenters, 
inside and out. An excellent book to read while 
crying listening to Carpenters classics. I would 
have liked more photos, but it is still a worth-

while book for Carpenters fans. 
 Blue Star Books’ published Wax by Therese 
Ambrosi Smith this year, more than 70 years af-
ter the bombing of Pearl Harbor and America’s 
engagement in World War II. “While we are often 
reminded that we are losing our veterans at a 
rapid rate, less is said of the mothers, sisters 

and lovers who equipped the troops and made 
essential contributions on the home front,” Blue 
Star states. Smith drew upon the oral histories 
of ‘Rosies’ who built Liberty ships in the Kaiser 
shipyards for her debut novel: “I wanted a book 
that would engage, entertain and inform. Our 
grandmothers were the home half of the Great-

est Generation.” Wax is a story of female friend-
ship, sexual discovery and long-held secrets. A 
lesbian-inclusive fictional look at the women of 
WWII. 
 Jayson is one of the earliest ongoing gay 
cartoon strips of the modern gay movement. 
jayson Gets a job! from Ignite is the newest 

graphic novel about Jayson Callowhill’s life, as 
first imagined by Jeff Krell in 1982. He copes 
with the modern-day issues of a “jobless re-
covery,” meeting a wide array of fun characters 
along the way. See http://ignite-ent.com.
 Another longtime part of the gay creative 
world is the Benson series by Michael Carson. 

benson at sixty (Cutting Edge Press) is the 
fourth of the Benson novels. As the press release 
states: “More than thirty years ago—amidst the 
hysteria and confusion surrounding the newly 
publicized AIDS epidemic—[the book] Sucking 
Sherbet Lemons introduced readers to Martin 
Benson, a chubby 14-year-old torn between 
his deep Catholic faith and his budding homo-
sexuality. Through the years and two sequels, 
readers traveled alongside the charming hero 
as he survived university, international travel, 
tumultuous relationships and hedonistic trysts. 
Approaching 60, a mature and reflective Benson 
has returned home to Merseyside and is consid-
ering whether it is finally time for him to settle 
down and tie the knot.” 
 Daniel Callahan, who established the field of 
bioethics with the co-founding of The Hastings 
Center in 1969, has two new books: a memoir, 
in search of the Good: a life in bioethics 
(MIT Press) and a collection of his writing, The 
Roots of bioethics: health, Progress, tech-
nology, Death (Oxford University Press). These 
works “encompass a half century of Callahan’s 
observations of and influence on how we are 
born, live, and die—and what it means to be 
human—through the prism of the impact of ad-
vances in science and medicine,” according to a 
press statement. Callahan’s achievements have 
“earned him recognition as one of a handful of 
thinkers who shaped the second half of the 20th 
century,” writes Jonathan E. Moreno of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. Callahan discusses his 
growing concern with the goals of medicine, 
particularly the focus on technology to prolong 
the lives of dying patients without adequate at-
tention to quality of life, as well as the ethi-
cal and policy dilemmas posed by skyrocketing 
medical costs. Rational thought on these issues 
is a welcome addition to the heated debate over 
healthcare in America.

left: lance loud from lance out loud by Pat loud, photos by Christopher makos, 
copyright © 2012, published by Glitterati incorporated. www.Glitteratiincorporated.com
Right: lance out loud book cover.
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Keith haring tiles from blik were used in the film scrooge 
& marley. Co-stars Peter mohawk and Fawzia mirza are pic-
tured here. Photo by hal baim



by aNDREW Davis

There are certainly things to expect this time of 
the year—and one is the Dave Koz and Friends 
Christmas Tour, which is marking its 15th year.
 Out saxophonist Koz talked with Windy City 
Times recently about touring, wine and activ-
ism, among other topics.
 Windy City times: you’re in atlanta right 
now, correct?
 Dave Koz: Yes. We start this tour in Florida, 
which is a nice place to start. You spend a week 
in Florida and you’re like, “This doesn’t feel like 
Christmas. It’s too hot.” So I’m looking forward 
to getting a nice dose of Christmas chill when 
we make it up to Chicago. [Laughs] It makes me 
very happy.
 WCt: it seems like you definitely include 
Chicago whenever you tour. What is it about 
the city that you like so much? 
 DK: Well, it’s been a great city for me [regard-
ing] touring since the beginning of my career. 
I remember playing the Park West on my very 
first tour; I think we played it twice in one year 
because there were so many great fans and great 
radio stations. Unfortunately, the stations are 
not on the air anymore—but the fans are still 
there.
 Every time we come through town it seems 
that we have a great show and a great group 
of people. And even for this show at the Chi-
cago Theatre I think we’ve outpaced ticket sales 
from last year. Plus, it’s such a great city; there’s 
no shortage of fantastic food, restaurants and 
nightclub—and there are so many things to do, 
like shopping. There are a lot of reasons to want 
to come and, fortunately, people want to see us. 
[Laughs]
 I’ve spent a little bit of time in Chicago—typi-
cally, we’re in and out—but I’ve thought about 
living there for a short period of time. It’s a city 
I’ve felt very comfortable in.
 WCt: so, regarding your show, what can 
people expect?
 DK: Well, this year [marks] our 15th annual 
show, and there aren’t many things in life that 
lasts for 15 years. I’m pretty excited about that, 
and I feel very fortunate to have a touring show 
that becomes a tradition for some people. I love 
seeing young people to great-grandparents; 
people even bring their offices out for this.
 It’s become a holiday tradition and I think 
one of the key secrets to it being so success-
ful is that every year it’s different. People know 
that they’ll see some things they’ve seen before, 
[but] they’ll also see new talent. 
 This show, particularly, has a whole bunch of 
energy to it because we have Sheila E., and she 
brings this whole Latin fire. Also, we have Javier 
Colon, who won The Voice the first year. This is 
his first Christmas tour as well as Sheila’s [with 
Koz]. David Benoit, who is the co-creator of this 
tour, will be there. There will also be Margo Rey, 
a singer who’s new on the scene, and she has a 
new holiday hit. So they’ll be a lot of nice peo-
ple and the show will be high-energy, and there 
will be lots of hits from our respective catalogs.
 WCt: how early do you start putting this all 
together?
 DK: We start pretty quickly—I would say that 
conversations between me and the production 
manager happen six months ahead of time. From 
that point, we start to look at the artists; their 
songs; what they want to do, musically. Then 
the video side starts to come together. We then 
have about a week of rehearsals, and then we 
start [touring].
 WCt: of course, this isn’t the only thing you 
have going; there’s the [Dave Koz & Friends at 
sea] mediterranean cruise you have planned 
for next year. When is that?

 DK: It’s Sept. 22-29. It starts in Rome and 
then it cruises the Mediterranean to Sicily and 
the Greek islands and then back up the [Italian] 
coast to Rome again. We’ve got a full line-up: 
Michael McDonald, Larry Graham of Graham Cen-
tral Station, Mindi Abair, Gerald Albright, Peter 
White, Brian Culbertson; it’s about 40 musicians 
and artists, and it’s pretty artistic.
 Our 2012 one was also in Europe; it started 
and ended in Barcelona. ... The people are very 
good-looking, and Barcelona is very vibrant and 
very gay. Have you been?
 WCt: i haven’t—but if i went i’m not sure 
i’d come back.
 DK: [Laughs] It’s amazing—the eating, the 
drinking, the views, the architecture. It’s a very 
beautiful city.
 WCt: and you also have your own wine, cor-
rect?
 DK: Yeah. There’s a winery in central California 
that makes this vintage, and we have wine that’s 
sold on the West Coast in Whole Foods—but the 
big news is that it’s now available nationwide at 
California Pizza Kitchen. You can go any CPK—

and I understand there’s one in Chicago—and 
order a glass of Koz wine; the proceeds go to the 
Starlight Children’s Foundation, which has been 
a big charity of mine for many years.
 WCt: With all of these going on, how dif-

ficult is it to have a personal life?
 DK: It’s difficult, but I haven’t been a relation-
ship-oriented person for many years. My primary 
relationship is with the saxophone, although I 
leave the window open for that change. I’ve al-
ways been a late bloomer with most things in 
my personal life, so I think a proper relationship 
will probably come into my life a little later than 
it does in other people’s lives. I’ve got so much 
love around me and I have so much fun, so you 
shouldn’t worry about me. [Laughs] I don’t feel 
like anything’s missing.
 WCt: Would you consider yourself an activ-
ist?
 DK: No, not really. Obviously, I have principles 
I believe strongly in and I’ve been pretty out-
spoken in my beliefs, but I’m not a soapbox per-
son. It’s not my personality to stir up [things]; 
I’m more of a quiet unifier. I hope to lead by my 
words and how I try to live my life.
 WCt: lastly, if you could change one thing 
about the music industry, what would it be?
 DK: [Laughs] Wow. I would make it so that 
our world leaders would have to play a musical 
instrument. Part of being elected would mean 
you’d have to learn an instrument and you’d 
have to play with other world leaders in a band. 
[Sings] “It’s a small world after all...” 
 the Dave Koz and Friends Christmas tour 
will stop locally saturday, Dec. 8, at the Chi-
cago theatre, 175 N. state st., at 8 p.m. tick-
ets are $43-$88; see www.thechicagotheatre.
com or www.ticketmaster.com.
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Dave Koz talks wine,
men and song

Dave Koz. Publicity photo

by joE FRaNCo

When Mondo Guerra appeared on Project Run-
way he never anticipated that both and his 
work and his life would appear on the catwalk. 
 Guerra originally appeared on the show dur-
ing its eighth season in 2010. During one of 
the design challenges Guerra and his fellow 
designers were asked to create a new textile 
pattern, one that evoked a narrative from their 
own lives. Guerra knew exactly what he had to 
do—he created a textile that told his story, 
one that surrounded his life with HIV and the 
secrecy he enveloped the disease with until 
that show taped. 
 “Creativity was the one thing that has al-
ways kept me going,” he told Windy City 

Times. “I was afraid and not initially speaking 
the truth about what that textile meant to me. 
I had been really lying about who I was as a 
person and as an artist.” Guerra told his story 
of living with HIV for the past decade and that 
his piece was a reflection of that journey. “I 
wasn’t really concerned about making my sta-
tus public at that point. I wasn’t sure what 

would happen. Then once the episode aired, 
I began receiving emails and letters from fans 
telling me their stories and letting me know 
that I helped them with their struggle too. I 
began feeling that I now had a responsibility 
to add my voice to the larger discussion of HIV 
and AIDS.”
 After appearing on and winning Project Run-
way: All-Stars this year, Guerra has received 
even more attention and given a larger voice 
to the discussion of HIV/AIDS. “My journey 
has been so different from others but I still 
felt a sense of fear, shame and loneliness that 
many people living with HIV have,” he said. 
“There is a huge emotional attachment to the 
disease and that has not changed but I could 
change and I did and became honest with my-
self.” 
 Guerra used what he learned to partner with 
Merck Pharmaceuticals to create an interactive 
Internet HIV database. “I’ve partnered with 
Merck to launch I Design, a unique approach 
of treatment for anyone living with HIV and 
AIDS,” Guerra said. “The idea was to create a 
program of treatment that enabled someone 
living with HIV to enter into an open dialogue 
with his or her doctor to create a more tailored 
approach to their own HIV treatment. Not ev-
ery case of HIV is identical, and the I Design 
program is to make sure that each person de-
mands the kind of treatment that they need. 
 “When you pick up a pamphlet on HIV or 
AIDS, the information you receive can be gen-
eralized or confusing to a lot of people,” he 
said. “I wanted I Design to be a web-based, 
interactive and user-friendly approach to both 
getting information on HIV and treating HIV.” 
Guerra added, “This disease is manageable 
with the right resources. It is so important for 
those with HIV to have this conversation and 
to keep fighting the good fight.”
 His partnership with Merck and the launch of 
I Design made for top billing at the National 
Conference on AIDS this year in Las Vegas. The 
conference attendees collaborated to form a 
mural that was kept on display for the dura-

tion of the conference. “Those who attended 
came from all walks of life and from all as-
pects of HIV treatment and advocacy,” he said. 
“Each one added something of their own to 
that mural. Once the conference ended, there 
was a canvas filled with pattern and color and 
all of that told hundreds of stories of living 
with, treating or being an advocate for those 
living with HIV.” 
 The mural inspired Guerra; with said inspira-
tion, he created a dress that he said was a 
result of “digging a little deeper and taking a 
step back” from the narratives of those living 
with HIV. “I wanted to make something high-
fashion, something that embraced the journey 
of living with HIV,” Guerra added. The dress 
was revealed in collaboration with World AIDS 
Day 2012. “This dress is a collection of pas-
sionate stories. It looks different depending 
on which angle or approach you have. What 
you see from the right or from the left will 
look completely different when looking at the 
dress from the front or from the back.” Guerra 
views his greatest strength and gift his cre-
ativity. “This dress is my gift back to all those 
who have lent their voice to the fight against 
HIV and AIDS.”
 Guerra recently partnered with SEE Eyewear 
to develop a series of frames inspired by 1960s 
television sitcoms. “I remember watching re-
runs of The Dick Van Dyke Show or The Mun-
sters with my parents growing up,” he said. 
“So the names of the frames pay homage to 
those characters.” Guerra also has a new line 
being featured both on his website and at Nei-
man Marcus.
 “The launch was supposed to have hap-
pened on Black Friday this year but many of 
my sample pieces were lost in transit because 
of Hurricane Sandy,” he added. “So we’ve had 
to push the launch back a bit. I’ve also had to 
scale the size of the collection down to nine of 
10 pieces. While I love me some accessories, 
it’s all garments.”
 While Guerra’s initial line will have Neiman 
Marcus’ price points, he stressed the impor-
tance of continuing to collaborate with other 
retailers to bring his work to as many people 
as possible. “Good design is good design,” he 
said. “Whether it’s a $50 skirt or a $250 skirt, 
my work should be as accessible as possible 
for everyone.”
 For more information on i Design and for 
a look at Guerra’s couture dress, visit www.
projectidesign.com. 

Mondo Guerra on
‘Project Runway’ and
HIV-education campaign

mondo Guerra.
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Music Box Theatre hosted the Chicago premiere of Scrooge & Marley Nov. 
29, with a red carpet of cast and crew. Hundreds of people packed the 
theater for the opening night of a one-week run, which goes through 
Dec. 6. The film also plays at the Gene Siskel Film Center Dec. 21, 22 
and 27.
 The film is a gay adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.
 The Chicago-made independent film stars David Pevsner, Tim Kazur-
insky, Rusty Schwimmer, Bruce Vilanch, Megan Cavanagh, Ronnie Kroell, 
David Moretti, Becca Kaufman,  Fawzia Mirza, Richard Ganoung, Drew 
Anderson, Nicholas Bailey, Christopher Allen, Peter Mohawk, Amy Ma-
theny, and a host of Chicago actors. It was directed by Richard Knight, 

Jr. and Peter Neville, and written by Ellen Stoneking, Knight and the 
late Timothy Imse.
 It was produced by Windy City Times publisher Tracy Baim and David 
Strzepek of Total Promotions. 
 It is now available on DVD and soundtrack on Amazon and at Women 
& Children First Bookstore in Chicago, and the Blu-ray will be out next 
week. For details on screenings across the country, see http://www.
scroogeandmarleymovie.com.
 Photos of opening night, and an actor meet-and-greet at Sidetrack 
bar Nov. 29, by Hal Baim

Scrooge & Marley movie opens
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To mark World AIDS Day, AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago (AFC) held its annual World of Chocolate 
Nov. 29 at the Hilton Chicago.
 Dozens of chocolatiers, restaurants and cater-
ers—including Terry’s Toffee, Just Like U Like It 
Catering (which offered chocolate shrimp-and-
grits), tesori and The Peninsula Hotel Chicago 
(which had a Las Vegas-themed set-up)—of-
fered their wares. 
 AFC emailed Windy City Times Dec. 3 that it 
was still calculating numbers but the event was 
projected to net $100,000, and that 1,200 peo-
ple attended.
 Contest winners included:
 —Best Sweet Sample: Terry’s Toffee
 —Best Savory Sample: Just Like U Like It Ca-
tering
 —Best Business Class I (small): La Parisianne 
du Chocolat
 —Best Business Class II (large): The Penin-
sula Hotel Chicago
 —People’s Choice Award: Kendall College of 
Culinary Arts
 Photos by andrew Davis and Katie sikora

‘World of Chocolate’ more decadent than ever

http://www.chicagomsa.com
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Chuck’s 
Manufacturing: 
Less gimmick, 
better food
by joE FRaNCo

If you were to read a Yelp review on Chuck’s 
manufacturing, you might find less-than-savory 
reviews about the place that noted that Chuck’s 
“wasn’t the Girl and the Goat.” No kidding. It’s 
easy to say, “Well it’s just no Girl and the Goat.” 
But then again, Chuck’s is not in the West Loop. 
Chuck’s has to contend with a much broader pal-
ette than the “let’s eat a boar and wear vin-
tage clothes” crowd of the West Loop. Chuck’s 
depends predominantly on the “tourists”—folks 
from Wisconsin and Indiana who have never in 
their lives had a head cheese salad with duck 
feet tartine. So Chuck’s has done what I believe 
other restaurants in the “tourist zone” have 
failed to do—a traditional menu with not-so-
traditional flavors. 
 While you sit in a space that is one part Co-
penhagen and one part your favorite trust fund 
friend’s River North condo, you can be sure that 
even if you think your steak is mediocre, your 
service and experience won’t be an “Elephant 
and Castle” kind of night. You are greeted by 
an extraordinarily friendly staff that is also very 
pretty and very chic. You are asked if you need 
to charge your cell phone. “Say what?” Yes, a 
strange opening question, but Chuck’s offers the 
service at your table for any cell phone and at no 
charge. (However, the staff really needs to work 
that into the initial “How are you doing today?” 
without coming off as a little too creepy.) The 
space is filled with a custom mix of house music 
that is not annoying and not so loud that you 
can’t hear someone five feet away from you.  
 I’ve had the opportunity of trying Chuck’s on 
two different occasions and have not been dis-
appointed. The arugula salad has a housemade 
cider vinaigrette that adds a warmth to this 
simple salad that you would not expect. “Salad? 
A warming dish?” Yes, I say. It’s like fall and 
winter in a bowl, and it’s delicious. Justin Fran-
kenberg, Chuck’s head chef, also brings “grilled 
chicken” to life. Except in addition to the usual 
suspects like peppers or greens, Frankenberg 
adds polenta, his own marinade and the au jus 
of the little chicken offering, something you’ll 

like, even if you think you hate polenta.  
 The steaks are also quite good. Lean and pre-
pared properly, I can highly recommend the 
Kalamata olive sauce and the housemade steak 
sauce: Both are tasty but without masking cheap 
meat. If you know me, there is nothing more 
infuriating that thinking you’re getting grade-A 
meat when really it’s more a mess.
 Chuck’s also offers two options that many 
other restaurants should probably consider. 
First, they offer reasonable tableside bottle ser-
vice. For around $150, you get a bottle of Skyy 
Vodka, two mixers of your choice and an endless 
retinue of garnishes. For two people, sure, that’s 
not a deal. (Also, for two people, it’s a trip to 
the emergency room.) But for four or more, this 
is superb. Next is Chuck’s “manufacture your din-

ner.” The idea is like a prix fixe dinner but you 
actually choose your own three portions. So let’s 
say I want the chicken, but not a whole plate 
of it; I can get a little chicken, a little salad 
and some pasta for roughly the cost of a whole 
entrée. 
 Chuck’s isn’t going to be for everyone. If 
you’re looking for avant-garde cuisine, replete 
with the eating of what others normally throw 
out, this is not your restaurant. If you want a 
unique take on Midwestern staples, whether be-
fore the symphony or after Kinky Boots, Chuck’s 
is purely Michigan Ave and the Loop. 
 Chuck’s Manufacturing is located at 224 N. 
Michigan Ave. Reservations are available and 
advisable on weekends. Call 312-334-6700 or 
visit www.chucksmanufacturing.com.

images from Chuck’s manufacturing. PR photos

WEEkly DininG GuiDE in theDISH

Perfect for Holiday Entertaining

aMEriCan
the Counter
666 W. Diversey Pkwy.
chicago
773-935-1995
custom built burgers with 
hormone-and-antibiotic-free 
100% Angus beef. Facebook: 
The counter Lincoln Park.

jane’s restaurant 
1653-55 W. cortland Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

aSian
thirteen tapas
4202 W. Irving Park Rd., 
773-283-6626
www.13pins.webs.com
Serving unique Asian tapas-
style cuisine, inspired by 
dishes of the Philippines. Half 
off tapas Tue. -Thu. from 3-6.

BakEry
Swedish Bakery
5348 N. clark St., chi-
cago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
european-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

italian 
taverna 750
750 W. cornelia Ave., 
chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940s style, Italian supper 
club and cocktail lounge. 
Award-winning, must-see 
holiday decorations and 
private party room. Accepting 
online reservations. 
noW DEliVErinG.

Ceres’ table
4882 N. clark St.,
chicago
773-878-4882
cerestable.com
Sustainable, locally sourced 
contemporary Italian food, 
great cocktails, and fabulous 
wine and beer lists.

GErMan
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 N. Lincoln Ave., 
chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
German specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

MEDitErranEan
troy Mediterranean 
Grill
2908 N. Broadway
773-770-3866
Facebook: 
TroyMediterraneanGrill
100% homemade, fresh menu 
includes veggie dishes. All 
food is prepared fresh as the 
time of ordering.

theDISH DininG liStinGS

DininG nEWS
ComPilED by aNDREW Davis

—The new Bucktown restaurant Grass Fed, 1721 
N. Damen Ave., has just launched a new fixed-
price dinner menu with the addition of a chicken 
and seafood option. The current selections are 
the cast-iron boneless half chicken and Porter 
mussels. For more information, call 773-342-
6000 or visit www.grassfedbucktown.com.
 —the Rosebud on taylor invites guests to 
join Director of Culinary Operations Chef Michael 
Ponzio as he demonstrates several classic Ital-
ian dishes for the final Rosebud Culinary Class 
Series of 2012. It will take place Monday, Dec. 
10, 7-9:30 p.m. at 1500 W. Taylor St. The cost is 
$55 per person; call 773-325-9700, ext. 2006.
 —DaviDstEa has opened its Lincoln Park lo-
cation at 924 W. Armitage Ave. DAVIDsTEA’s in-
augural Chicago location at 1645 N. Damen Ave. 
opened Oct. 13; its Lakeview location at 3530 
N. Southport opened Nov. 10. The place is also 
offering a holiday collection assortment that in-
cludes a wide selection of limited edition loose 
leaf teas such as Sleigh Ride, an earthy tea con-
taining cinnamon, apples, raisins and hibiscus. 
See www.Davidstea.com.
 —Gt Fish & oyster, 531 N. Wells St., has 
started brunch service. Offerings include crab 
Benedict featuring Swiss chard and homemade 
hollandaise; biscuits and lobster gravy with lob-
ster and potato hash; and Pastry Chef Sarah Jor-
dan’s French toast crafted with key lime, grape-
fruit and mascarpone. See www.facebook.com/
GTOyster.
 —shaw’s Crab house is hosting a “Grand Crab 
Buffet” on Christmas Eve (Monday, Dec. 24) at its 
Schaumburg location, 1900 E. Higgins Rd. This 
family-friendly buffet will be served 4-9 p.m. on 
the second floor of the restaurant, and is $56 
per adult and kids 12 and under are $19.99 (ex-
clusive of tax, gratuity and beverages). Call 847-
517-2722 or visit www.shawscrabhouse.com.
 —Cafe des architectes, 20 E. Chestnut St., is 
hosting the pastry event “Holiday Rock & Roll” 
Monday, Dec. 17, 6-8 p.m. Chef Greg Biggers and 
Pastry Chef Leigh Omilinsky will be at the event 
with competing chefs such as Cindy Schuman 
(Sepia) and Dana Cree (Blackbird), among oth-
ers. ABC-7 Hungry Hound’s Steve Dolinsky will 
host. Tickets are $35 each; see www.Holiday-
RockAndRoll.eventbrite.com. 
 send dining news to andrew@WindyCity-
mediaGroup.com.

http://www.janesrestaurant.com
http://www.clubluckychicago.com
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Discrimination and Retaliatory Discharge; Personal 
Injury; Mortgage Foreclosure Defense. 312-953-9120; 
whrlaw@aol.com. (1/16/13-13)

PIANO & VOICE LESSONS
PiaNo & voiCE lEssoNs – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. all ages 
welcome. jonathan at 646-418-4043. (1/30/13–12)

SPIRITUALITY

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WoNDERiNG What to Do With thosE WiNDoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.josephRiceinteriors.com (12/29/12-26

ADVERTISE HERE 
aDvERtisE hERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section 
for free. to place an ad, contact terri at 773-871-
7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, or 
go to our website http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com/placeaclassified.php.

ANTIQUES

CLEANING SERVICES
ChEstNut ClEaNiNG sERviCEs: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/20/13-52)

COUNSELING

CouNsEliNG aND CliNiCal hyPNothERaPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  starla R. sholl, lCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (2/20/13-26)

solutioN FoCusED CouNsEliNG Solution focused 
counseling in warm & affirming environment by licensed 
psychotherapist. Wounded self-esteem, body image 
issues, career counseling and relationship challenges. 
BCBS PPO & Aetna. Sliding Scale. Lakeview, close to CTA 
& Parking. Dr. john moore. (773) 704-5300. www.
johndmoore.net (2/20/13-13)

FIREWOOD
WisCoNsiN’s FiNEst: Seasoned dry oak, fruitwood, 
white birch, etc. Guaranteed to burn. Fast delivery or 
pick-up. 1/4, 1/2 or full facecord. 2175 S. Canalport. 
www.GoodwoodFirewood.com; 773-975-0251 
(1/30/13-13)

HAULING

HELP WANTED
***saFE bus DRivERs WaNtED***Daily taKE homE 
Pay*** Do you enjoy helping others? Do you like hav-
ing the freedom to work on your own? Is your safety 
and the safety of others a priority for you? Is earning 
a paycheck important to you? If you answered “YES” 
to each question please read on. We are hiring SAFE 
BUS DRIVERS to work in the City of Chicago and sur-
rounding communities. This is year ‘round work. We pay 
$12.50/hour, $13.00/hour for weekends. We offer medi-
cal, dental and vision insurance, a 401k plan, a free 
$5,000 life insurance policy and PAID VACATION AND 
PAID HOLIDAYS! WE HAVE FULL TIME WORK AVAILABLE 
FOR DRIVERS! Must have a class “C” CDL or be able to 
obtain one with passenger endorsement. We provide 
CDL training. TRAINING STARTS IMMEDIATELY...COME 
IN AND APPLY TODAY TO START EARNING A PAY CHECK! 
We are easily accessible from the PaCE 290 bus and 
the Cta 85a bus! mv transportation, inc. 6230 W. 
Gross Point Road Niles, il 60714 773-467-2455. 
www.mvtransit.com must pass a drug test and have a 
clean driving record and clean criminal background. 
EoE (1/23/13-8)

HOME CARE SERVICES
hiRiNG CNa aND CaREGivERs Growing homecare com-
pany has positions open for Caregivers who want to 
make a difference. All shifts available; one year experi-
ence required. apply on-line www.lavenderhcs.com/
careers/ (1/23/13-8)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Get your home Ready for the holidays. Painting, Bath-
room Remodeling, Home Repairs. “A” rating with Angie’s 
List, A+ with BBB. Licensed-Bonded-Insured, One year 
Warranty. Free Estimates! andy onCall 773-244-9961. 
www.getany.com (8/1/13-52)

toP to bottom  PaiNtiNG aND ClEaNiNG. Need to get 
a fresh look and have the place cleaned as well? Get it 
done now before all the entertaining starts. Call me for 
a free estimate. 847-444-1482 (1/23/13-13)

DaN mCiNtyRE CoNstRuCtioN aND PaiNtiNG, New 
Buffalo, Mi. Serving Harbor county  & the Chicagoland 
area for over 20 years. Licensed and insured. Additions, 
remodeling, home maintenance. Interior and exterior 
painting. Small jobs welcome. Call 269-469-6391. 
(12/19/12-8)

LEGAL SERVICES

NEED lEGal assistaNCE? William H. Ransom & 
Associates, Estate Planning & Trusts; Real Estate; 
Commercial/Contract Litigation; Employment 

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
OUT OF TOWN - REAL ESTATE FOR 
RENT

WiNtER iN Palm sPRiNGs/CathEDRal City Ca. Daddy 
Don’s Leather Lodge in Cathedral City, Palm Springs, CA 
is available for winter rental.Nice cottage in triplex 2 
bd room 1 bath, pool, mountain views. Furnished $990/
month fist last and deposit. V/mc dog friendly. loret-
ta@daddydon.com (11/28/12-8)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
iRviNG PaRK, thiRD FlooR. Living room, dining room, 
one bath, hardwood floors, coin-op laundry, heated, 
quiet building, backyard, $1,000 - 773-716-9157 
(12/5/12-1)

RENovatED 2.5 bDRm - 3 bath EDGEWatER bEaCh 
Beautiful 2 bdrm + den, 3 bath, NEW kitchen, Wood 
floors, TONS of amenities pool, workout, restaurant, VA-
LET pkg hEat incl $2200 mth alice 773-293-3000 
(12/5/12-4)

NEW 2 bEDRoom aPaRtmENt 2 Bed,1 Bath, Old Irving 
Park. Private Roof Top Deck, Deluxe Kitchen with Cherry 
Wood Cabinets,Granite Countertops, New Stove, Fridge, 
Microwave. Hardwood and Marble floors. 6 Large Rooms, 
Ceiling fans. Deluxe Bathroom, In unit laundry. Heat is 
Included. No Dogs, Cats, or Pets. $1,800.00 per month 
Richard 773-230-4024 (11/28/12-2)

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

ANTIQUE
MARKET & SALES

Sat. Dec 8th & Sun. Dec 9th
Hours: Sat. 10am-4pm

Sun. 8am-3pm / $7
Early Buyers: Sat. 8am-10am / $25

Lake County Fairgrounds
GRAYSLAKE (1060 E. Peterson)

**2013 NEW YEAR**
ANTIQUE MARKET & SALE

Jan 5th & 6th - $6
Sat. 10am - 4pm; Sun. 9am - 3pm

DuPage Expo Center
(45 mins W. of Chicago on Rte. 64-North Ave.)

St. Charles, IL
ZURKO • 715-526-9769

www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

ANTIQUE FLEA MARKET
Sat. Dec 15th - 8am - 3pm/$5

County Farm & Manchester
Dupage County Fairgrounds

Wheaton, IL / Vendors Welcome

(773) 775-1291
Ask for Jim

A-AFFORDABLE HAULING
“We load and haul away just

about anything”
Cleaning out:

• Estate Clean outs
• Basements
• Furniture 
• Garages
• Hot Tubs
• Storage units
• Remodeling Debris

Free Estimates / Senior Discount

aafordablehauling@gmail.com
www.a-affordablehauling.com

http://www.zurkopromotions.com
http://www.a-affordablehauling.com
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
http://www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org
http://www.livingwellministries.net
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Wed., Dec. 5
hiv support Groups Living with HIV? Join 

one of our 10-week groups to share expe-
riences, learn from one another and find 
support in a safe, confidential setting. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays; noon, Satur-
days. Free; 6pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N Halsted St., www.CenterOnHalsted.org

Cooking Class for Gay Guys This class is 
open to 21 and over and will include a 
cash bar party afterwards. Advance Regis-
tration and payment is required. $31 per 
person. Send your first name and email 
address to chef@bestchefs.com for fur-
ther details or call Bill. 7pm, 224-353-
3300, Raw Bar & Grill, 3720 N. Clark St.,  
http://bestchefs.com

scrooge & marley Chicago-made film is a 
heartfelt, modern-day, gay variation on 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol – a 
holiday movie for all of us. Also Thu 6 
Dec, 2:30pm; 12pm; 7:30pm, Music Box 
Theatre, 3733 N Southport Ave., www.
screamsinthepark.com; Tickets: http://
gopride.com/z7nb

holiday beer tasting Sample nine beers. 
Learn about different styles and inter-
esting beer facts. Cost is $15 to reserve 
your space. A portion of the proceeds will 
be donated to Crew’s “Comfort and Joy” 
Adopt-a-Family Holiday Program. 7pm-
8:30pm, Crew Bar & Grill, 4804 N. Broad-
way

Gay liberation Network meeting Chicago’s 
multi-issue, LGBT direct action group call-
ing attention to equality and liberation 
for LGBTs, against America’s wars, sup-
porting labor and immigrant rights, and 
more. Chicago’s multiissue, LGBT direct 
action group; 7pm-9pm, 773-209-1187, 

Berger Park Cultural Center, 6205 N. Sheri-
dan Rd., www.gayliberation.net

my one and only Incomparable Gershwin 
score, dance, captivating musical romance 
stars Jeff Award winners Andrew Lupp and 
Summer Naomi Smart. 11:45pm, The Mar-
riott Theater,10 Marriott Dr., Lincolnshire, 
www.marriotttheater.com; Tickets: www.
ticketmaster.com

Thursday, Dec. 6 
Chicago designer hosts sale for hurricane 

sandy victims Ashley Zygmunt’s ZAMRIE 
collection will be on sale with proceeds 
going directly to help victims of Hurricane 
Sandy. Refreshments. 5pm-8pm, ZAMRIE 
Studio, 1213 W. Diversey Ave., www.sa-
manthacrafton.com

Coming out support Group This Coming 
Out Support Group is for women who find 
themselves attracted to other women, 
or may be questioning their sexual iden-
tity and are looking to discuss issues of 
sexuality in a safe and confidential space. 
6pm-7:30pm, 773-388-1600X3319, How-

ard Brown, 4025 N. Sheridan Rd., www.
howardbrown.org/lccp

holidays on ice Lambda Legal’s Chicago 
Leadership Council’s 2nd annual LGBT 
Happy Hour and benefit for Lambda Le-
gal. Includes an update on Lambda Legal’s 
progress towards equality for the LGBT 
community and people living with HIV. 
$20 in advance, $25 at the door; 6pm-
9pm, 312-663-4413, Downtown Bar, 440 
N State St., www.lambdalegal.org/holi-
daysonice; Tickets: www.lambdalegal.org/
holidaysonice

lGbt medical & legal holiday mixer 
Equality Illinois and Lesbian, Gay Bar 
Association of Chicago and the Chicago 
Gay & Lesbian Medical Association, so-
cializing, cocktails, music, networking, 
and delicious hors d’ouevres. $10. RSVP 
online. 6pm-8pm, Taverna 750, 750 W. 
Cornelia Ave. Tickets: www.facebook.com/
events/446188685418639/

Family building Considerations for the 
Gay and lesbian Community Led by Dr. 
Mark Leondires from Reproductive Medi-
cine Associates in Norwalk, Conn. Ques-
tions or RSVP to Kerry Kramerich at kerry.
kramerich@emdserono. 6pm, Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N Halsted St.

Equality For all, and For all a Good Night 
holiday Reception Benefitting Equality 
Illinois; 6:30pm, Sawbridge Studios, 1015 
Tower Rd., Winnetka, www.eqil.org

how the Diva stole Christmas vii Featur-
ing Amy Armstrong and Freddy Allen. Hy-
drate is proud to bring back this dynamic 
duo for their annual Christmas show. Two 
shows: Thu., Dec. 6 and Sun., Dec. 9. 
Doors open at 7 pm and the show starts at 
8 pm. VIP tickets with seating in the first 
three rows is only $25. General admis-
sion tickets are only $20 in advance or at 
the door. http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/297673; 8pm, Hydrate, 3458 
N. Halsted St.

Friday, Dec. 7
lakeview Christmas market Huge heated 

tent features food, music including Infin-
ity, Dot Dot Dot and Rod Tuffurls & The 
Bench Press, crafts, local school carolers, 
a Kids’ Korner and more. Through Dec. 9. 
2:30pm-10:30pm, Lincoln/Belmont/Ash-
land intersection

las manos Gallery Reopening ceremony/
exhibition. 6pm-10pm, New location 1515 
W. Foster Ave., www.lasmanosgallery.com

Equality illinois First Friday Networking 
social Fun, cocktails, and prize drawings. 
$10 donation to the Equality Illinois PAC 
includes two drink tickets and a ticket for 
a door prize drawing. 6pm-7pm, Sidetrack, 
3349 N Halsted St., www.eqil.org

santaland Diaries Less than merry mis-

adventures as a Christmas elf gone bad, 
a celebration of the desperation of un-
employment, the insanity of Christmas 
shopping and the ineffable “cheer” of the 
holiday spirit. David Sedaris’ anti-holiday 
show through Dec. 30. Thursdays through 
Sundays plus two Wednesday performanc-
es. Tickets $18 to $35 online or by phone. 
7:30pm, Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont 
Ave, www.theaterwit.org

the Flesh hungry Dog show, a Christmas 
with the joan, Another annual yuletide 
celebration. Pieptone!, Bric-A-Brac and 
Revelettes are scheduled to perform and 
DJ Moose will DJ. 9pm, Jackhammer, 6406 
N Clark St., www.fleshhungrydog.com; 
Tickets: hwww.brownpapertickets.com/
event/295143

Saturday, Dec. 8 
trikone-Chicago Friends & Family sup-

port Group A peer support group (no 
clinicians) for LGBTQ South Asians, fam-
ily members, and close friends, a space to 
share experiences, and seek empathy and 
understanding. No cost. Appetizers and 
drinks will be served. Confidential. RSVP, 
details on Facebook or by email naomi-
lahiri@gmail.com. 3pm-5pm, 618-521-
0841, Grace Place, 637 S. Dearborn St., 
www.trikonechicago.org

Family holiday Party Events geared to-
wards families with children from 2 - 12+. 
Decorate cookies, sing-a-long with win-
ter holiday songs led by the Windy City 
Performing Arts. Light refreshments. Gift 
bags to those who RSVP. Info and RSVP: 
edawson@centeronhalsted.org or 773-
472-6469, ext. 490. $15 per family. 1pm-
3pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted 
St., www.centeronhalsted.org

xxxmas with the sisters: 3rd annual sub-
urban bar Crawl Crawl the burbs with 
The Windy City Sisters of Perpetual Indul-
gence. Beer and Gummi Bear shots on the 
bus for a small donation. $30, payable at 
www.thewindycitysisters.org, supporting 
local charities. 7pm, Bonsai Bar & Lounge, 
3503 N Halsted St.

Dave Koz Out gay saxophonist, “Hello To-
morrow,” iTunes’ Best Smooth Jazz Album 
of 2010; “Put the Top Down,” “When Will 
I Know for Sure.” Tickets $100-$128. 8pm, 
Chicago Theatre, 175 N. State St., Tickets: 
http://gopride.com/z797

santa’s Dead! & Dirty Carol’s Christmas 
Giving homage to classic noir films and 
Christmas television specials, MidTangent 
Productions presents a dazzling and daring 
musical double feature like no other! 9pm-
11pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted St., www.
hydratechicago.com/home; Tickets: www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/295446

make the yuletide Gay Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus reprises some of its greatest hits 
from their first 30 years. Featuring sassy 
reindeer, waltzing flowers, merry monks, 
those famous dancing tubes of wrapping 
paper, and the 120 voices of Chicago’s 
Most Colorful Chorus; 8pm-10:30pm, 
773-296-0541, Francis W Parker Heller 
Auditorium, 330 W Webster St, Chicago., 
http://www.cgmc.org/event/2012/make-
yuletide-gay

.,
Sunday, Dec. 9
urban village: Wicker Park service LGBT-

welcoming worship services at Urban Vil-
lage Church are eclectic and experiential, 
practical and intelligent, relevant and, 
hopefully, inspiring. 10:30am-11:45am, 
Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division  St., 
www.urbanvillagechurch.org/wicker-park/

how to start your own theatre Company 
Chicago Stage Standard will be offering a 
workshop led by Elayne LeTraunik. Check 
in begins at 12:30pm.. Enroll online then 
send $20 (or full payment of $40) through 
paypal.com to chicagostagestandard@
gmail.com. 1pm-5pm, Pride Films and 
Plays rehearsal space, 1411 W. Wilson 
Ave., http://gopride.com/z7pt

scarlet’s 5th anniversary Party hosted by 
traver Rains & johnny Weir Scarlet Bar 

Chicago’s 5th Anniversary Grand Finale 
hosted by Traver Rains, Johnny Weir and 
Benjamin Newby with music by DJ DOLO; 
3pm, Scarlet Bar, 3320 N Halsted St., 
www.scarletbarchicago.com

berlin 29th anniversary Party Featuring 
Berlin Family DJs. DJ List Christee at 
midnight. Doors open at 11 pm. Absolut 
OUTrageous tasting at 11 pm. 11pm, Ber-
lin Nightclub, 954 W Belmont Ave., www.
berlinchicago.com

Monday, Dec. 10 
Congressman mike Quigley for Congress 

icebreaker reception Co-Chair: $2,500. 
Sponsor: $1,000. Friend: $500. Individual: 
$150. Tickets online or by phone. 5pm-
7pm, La Gondola: 1258 W. Belmont Ave., 
Chicago, https://www.quigleyforcongress.
com/; Tickets: http://gopride.com/z7pq

open Gym volleyball Mondays and Thurs-
days. Co-ed, open court volleyball for 
players of all levels. $7/night; $30/
month; 6pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Tuesday, Dec. 11
the book of mormon Religious satire musi-

cal, winner of nine Tony Awards including 
Best Musical. From Trey Parker and Matt 
Stone, four-time Emmy Award-winning 
creators of “South Park,” and Tony Award-
winner Robert Lopez, co-creator of the 
Tony Award–winning Best Musical Avenue 
Q. Call for times. 8pm, 312-977-1710, 
Bank of America Theatre, 18 W. Monroe St.

Wed., Dec. 12 
Chicago “GlaaD for the holidays” Party 

National Board of Directors and the Chi-
cago Leadership Council of GLAAD cel-
ebrate the holidays mingling with fabu-
lous people, drink specials, raffle prizes 
and more. 5:30pm-8pm, Downtown Bar 
& Lounge, 440 N. State St., Chicago, 
http://https://www.facebook.com/
events/497595246948118/

steve starr memorial tribute Family & 
Friends Celebrate Steve Starr and the 
Steve Starr Studios on the occasion of his 
45th Anniversary. A portion of the pro-
ceeds benefit the Steve Starr Tribute fund, 
supporting the Starr family and to ensure 
the Steve Starr Studio Collection survives. 
Featuring photos, glamour, fashion, mu-
sic, cocktails and hors d’oeuvres; 6pm-
9:30pm, The Murphy Auditorium, 50 E. 
Erie St., http://stevestarr.eventbrite.com

CPD transgender General order Discussion 
The Civil Rights Agenda, People’s Law Of-
fice, Transformative Justice Law Project, 
Loundy Human Rights Project and Illinois 
Gender Advocates will host discussion 
and town hall on the new policy of the 
Chicago Police Department on treatment 
of transgender individuals. 6pm, 773-235-
8852, Roosevelt University, room 244, 
430 S. Michigan Ave., www.facebook.com/
events/437116503021369/

LEAVE IT TO DIVA

how the Diva stole Christmas 
vii—featuring amy armstrong 
(right) and Freddie allen—
will take place at hydrate, 
3458 N. halsted st.

Photo by John Fenoglio
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scrooge & marley will run 
at the music box theatre, 
3733 N. southport ave.

Photo of Tim Kazurinsky as 
Marley by Hal Baim
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a memorial tribute for photographer steve starr will 
take place at the murphy auditorium, 50 E. Erie st.
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“When I eventually looked in the mirror I just 
thought I looked like my gay brother.”—Anne 
Hathaway tells how she felt after seeing her new 
haircut for Les Miserables. It’s good to know she 
has such a cute brother!
 I spent last week in New York City, catching 
up with friends, stalking some celebs and going 
to the theater. Alas, it was a rather dour experi-
ence, with many of the shows I saw falling far 
short of expectations. 
 The revival of The Heiress sports a sumptu-
ous physical production and a great supporting 
cast (particularly the riveting Judith Ivey, who 
never disappoints). But imagine, if you will, 
the lead being played by a high school drama 
student—and not even the best actress in the 
school. That would prepare you for the perfor-
mance coming-out of Jessica Chastain. What’s 
perplexing is that, on paper, it seemed the 
perfect role for the winsome film actress, who 
is Juilliard-trained and well-versed in classical 
theater. Inexplicably, her entire portrayal came 
off completely false and one-note. This led to an 
unintentionally funny moment towards the end 
of the play, when her suitor says, “You’ve really 
changed.” That got a laugh—at least from me—
because for the better part of two hours, she’d 
had that same blank expression on her face and 
spouted lines with the same monotone delivery. 
Some people blame the director, so I’d like to 
give her the benefit of the doubt. But, oy, that’s 
a lot of doubt!
 Then we turn our attention to the opening 
night of Theresa Rebeck’s new play, Dead Ac-
counts. I must confess I went into this with 
some trepidation. After all, one doesn’t expect 
much out of that thespian, Katie Holmes. And 
after Jessica Chastain, the bar was quite low. 
Perhaps that is why Holmes’ performance is odd-
ly satisfying. She clearly aspires to be the lat-
est ex-Mrs. Tom Cruise to transform herself into 
a serious actress. Alas, she ends up somewhere 
between Nicole Kidman and poor Mimi Rogers. 
What Katie has going for her is that she wants it 
so badly, you almost root for her. She is certainly 
not completely devoid of talent. She has some 
presence and some vocal range. That alone puts 
her head and shoulders above Miss Chastain. The 
play itself has interesting ideas that are never 
fleshed out or go anywhere. Rebeck writes good 
dialogue, but doesn’t know how to tell a story. 
The real reason to go is for Norbert Leo Butz, 
who gives a riveting (if somewhat maniacal) 
performance that will surely not be forgotten at 
the Tonys. The rest of the play, however, will 
likely be a distant memory by then.
 And now, more of Billy’s Holiday Gift Giving 
Suggestions. This week, I’m suggesting two very 
different DVDs that would make great gifts. The 
first comes from my good friend Dirk Shafer—a 
former Playgirl centerfold and Man of the Year 
(both in the magazine and mockumentary) as 
well as talented auteur behind the flick Circuit. 
Since many of us want to look like Dirk, he’s 
sharing his secrets in “SWAPOUTWORKOUT with 
Dirk Shafer.” This DVD includes ways to work out 
virtually anywhere and focuses on core strength-
ening, Pilates, circuit and weight training. Since 
he’s maintained (and improved) his physique 
since his 1992 Playgirl shoot, he must be do-
ing something right. To order the DVD, go to 
SwapOutWorkOut.com. To see him naked, pick 
up the latest issue of Playgirl, in which he’s re-
turned as a centerfold some 20 years later—or 
simply go to BillyMasters.com.
 The concert version of Company starring Neil 
Patrick Harris and Patti LuPone with the New 
York Philharmonic has finally been released on 
DVD (something I told you would happen eons 
ago). I can’t think of a better gift for a theater 
lover than this glorious DVD, which you can buy 
at Amazon.com.

 

This is the perfect week to tackle a theatrical-re-
lated “Ask Billy” question I received a few weeks 
ago. Rory in Virginia asks, “What do you know 
about Sebastian La Cause? He has a web series 
called Hustling and he is SO hot. I know he’s been 
on Broadway, so I figured you were the perfect 
person to ask.”
 Indeed I am, as I have actually met Mr. La 
Cause. Back in 1999, he was one of the danc-
ers in “Minnelli on Minnelli,” Liza’s Broadway 
tribute to her father. Elsewhere on Broadway, 
he’s played Rocky in The Rocky Horror Show, and 

gone in and out of Chicago numerous times. On 
the small screen, he’s turned up on Days of Our 
Lives and Law & Order: SVU. Many of you might 
recognize him from Bear City, but did you know 
that he also appeared in both Boogie Nights and 
Showgirls? Talk about range!
 A year ago, he met several people who were 
either escorts or worked in the adult film in-
dustry and thought it was a great subject for 
a web series. Being an enterprising chap, he 
created Hustling, in which he writes, directs, 
produces, designs, casts, caters, costumes and 
stars. The show has developed a loyal following 
and is now starting its second season. In fact, 
my bon ami Wilson Cruz appeared in a recent 
episode, matching La Cause ab for ab (but I still 
think Cruz is hotter all around). I hear a few 
gay porn stars will also be popping in, includ-
ing Jake Steele and Brian Slater. You can check 
it out at Hustling.tv. Of course, I’ll run the clip 
with Wilson Cruz on BillyMasters.com.
 When Broadway stars see hustling as a posi-
tive career move, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. I was thinking—maybe after 
the holidays, I could work out with Dirk in a 
series of web videos to see what results he can 
get out of me. On the other hand, that sounds 
terribly exhausting. While I weigh the pros and 
cons, you can check out www.BillyMasters.com, 
the site that always leaves you breathless. Feel 
free to send any questions along to Billy@Bil-
lyMasters.com and I promise to get back to you 
before Katie Holmes wins a Tony! So, until next 
time, remember, one man’s filth is another man’s 
bible.
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BILLY MASTERS

billy says that Dirk shafer (above) can get 
your heart going in more ways than one.

12.12.12
Wednesday, December 12th, 2012

Holiday Cheer. Doors open to the public at 8pm. No cover.

3349 N. Halsted                                SidetrackChicago.com

Sidetrack
elves!

Lots of 
give-aways!

twelves
the holiday party of the 

twelves

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
http://www.cgmc.org


by Ross FoRmaN
 
In 2009, the mother of Brant Gniewek’s best 
friend died of cancer, deeply impacting Gniewek.

“I needed answers and wanted to find a char-
ity that helped fight cancer,” he said. “When I 
moved from [my native] Michigan to Chicago 
in the summer of 2010, a friend told me about 
Imerman Angels and I have been volunteering 
with them ever since.”

He ran his first-ever marathon, the Bank of 
America Chicago Marathon, in 2011 to sup-
port the cancer organization Imerman Angels. 
He ran another 26.2 miles in the 2012 Chicago 
Marathon—again to support Imerman Angels, of 
which he is now a member of the charity’s pro-
fessional board.

“I have been very passionate about fighting 
cancer, and beating it,” said Gniewek, 29, who 
lives in Chicago’s Wrigleyville neighborhood 
and works as a funder for a mortgage company. 
“After my first marathon [in 2011], I kind of 
wanted more and to push myself, so I decided 
to run a few more races this year, [from] the 
Bank of America Shamrock Shuffle [on March 
25 through] the Honolulu Marathon on Sunday, 
Dec. 9. 

“As I was planning my races for this year, I 
came up with the idea to run one race a week 
for one person to help raise money for them to 
fight and beat cancer. After playing around with 
the idea, I came up with 52 for 52 to help fight 
cancer. The original idea was to [run] 52 races 
and raise money, but that turned into starting 
my own charity: 52 for 52.”

The charity’s 501(c) status is pending, he said.
“My goal is to raise money to help cover the 

cost of early detection. This means covering the 
cost of any type of exam, full physicals, get-
ting information out there for people to do self-
exams, and more. This can be for anyone who 
needs an exam, cannot afford the exam, or does 
not have the health insurance to cover the cost. 
I will be looking to partner with hospitals and 
clinics as the charity grows.”

The cost to get tested varies, but the aver-
age is somewhere between $250-$500 per exam, 
Gniewek said. Money will be raised through do-
nations on his blog, as well fundraising events 
and more.

Gniewek has committed to running 52 races 
in 2013 to help raise funds for the fight against 
cancer.

“The first year of my charity, the goal is to just 
get the word out, race, and get people informed 
that early-detection is key in fighting this hor-
rible disease,” Gniewek said. “With this being a 
[new] charity, the goal is to start small and help 
52 people. That’s one a week and each race has a 
goal to raise $375. The first year I am looking to 
raise $10,000 to help cover the cost of racing, 
which includes promoting 52 for 52, the regis-
tration cost, the cost of travel, and equipment. 
The other and most important fundraising will 
be to raise $20,000 to cover the cost of early 
detection for 52 people. 

“I am very excited to take on this adventure 
in 2013, [though] it will be the hardest thing I 
have ever done. It will take a lot of support from 
friends and family just to get me through the 

races, and even more support from everyone to 
raise the money to help in the fight. On top of 
running, I will be putting in a lot of time getting 
this charity started. It’s a huge challenge, but I 
am up for it.”

Most of Gniewek’s 2013 races will be in the 
Chicago area, starting with the annual Polar 
Dash Half Marathon Jan. 12, 2013.

“If there is a race that someone wants me to 
run in their city, I will look into it and try to 
do that race to bring awareness to their com-
munity,” he said. 

Gniewek is planning to run two 5K races (3.1 

miles each), one half marathon (13.1 miles), 
and one marathon (26.2 miles) each and every 
month in 2013.

“It is a very ambitious goal and will depend on 
various [factors,] such as money, timing, loca-
tion, etc.,” Gniewek said. “Each race will be ded-
icated to someone who has fought cancer and 
beat it, died from it, or is currently fighting it.”

For more information on Gniewek’s 52 
for 52 running challenge charity to sup-
port the fight against cancer, go to 
http://52for52tofightcancer.blogspot.com.
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• Bankruptcy     • Wills, Trusts & Probate    
 • Real Estate Closings     • Civil Unions
19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603

312-263-8800              RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

ADVERTISEMENT

When experience counts...
In service to the community for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

  

CIVIL UNION DIVORCE – PROPERTY RIGHTS TO KNOW     

Q. I want to quit my job and stay home with the kids. What are my rights if my civil union partner and 
I divorce? 

A. Even if your partner has a much higher income than you and you will quit your job and raise the kids there 
is no guarantee you will get one half of everything. 
  First, Illinois is an equitable distribution state, which means property is not necessarily divided equally 
or even 50/50 – there is no guarantee that either partner will get half. The Court considers relevant factors in 
determining how assets are to be divided, such as length of the union; age; health and employability of the 
spouses; contribution, both financial and non-financial, to the acquisition of property; the parties’ respective 
abilities to generate capital assets in the future and other factors. 
  Second, in a divorce action, the spouses only have rights as to martial/civil union property of the couple. 
Marital/civil union property is any property acquired by the parties during their civil union except for property 
which is specifically excluded as non-martial/civil union property. The burden is on the party claiming non-
civil union property to prove through clear and convincing evidence that the property falls under one of the 
definitions of non-marital/civil union property.
  Third, if there is a divorce, one of the couple may be entitled to maintenance (formerly known as alimony) 
from their civil union partner. Be aware that there are no percentage guidelines. The amount and duration 
of maintenance is determined based upon relevant factors including age, income and property of each party, 
education, length of  civil union, and the recipient’s ability to earn income. 
  Lastly, a civil partner may be entitled to child support for the children of the couple. In most cases a 
percentage of net income guideline child support is 20% for one child, 28% for two children, 32% for three 
children, 40% for four children, 45% for five children, 50% for six children.
  These are established general rules that apply to heterosexual marriage. Unfortunately, these rules are 
new to LGBT couples entering civil unions. They are important and everyone who plans to “tie the knot” 
should be aware of them. Please consult with your own attorney to see if these will apply to you. 

Next week: More on divorce rights for civil union partners.

brant Gniewek. Photo from Gniewek

Dorothy Hamill joining
‘Stars on Ice’ March 8

The figure-skating production Stars on Ice 
has announced that Olympic gold medalist, 
world champion and three-time U.S. national 
champion Dorothy Hamill is joining its tour.

Hamill will help bid a fond farewell to long-
time cast member Kurt Browning, who will 
be giving his final U.S. tour performances. 
The Stars on Ice “Now & Then” Tour will visit 
Rosemont, Ill., on Friday, March 8, 2013, for 

a 7:30 p.m. performance at Allstate Arena.
Tickets start at $25 and go on sale Nov. 

16. Special on-ice seating is available upon 
request. Visit www.ticketmaster.com, all Tick-
etmaster outlets or the arena’s box office, or 
call 800-745-3000.

Sports shorts
 NBC Bay Area, in partnership with Comcast 
SportsNet Bay Area, announced that the last 
barrier—a one-hour special examining the 
issues that gay professional athletes face 
when contemplating coming out during their 
playing careers—will premiere Saturday, Dec. 
8, at 3 p.m. PT, according to Business Wire. 
The Last Barrier (which will re-air Dec. 10, 
13 and 17) will feature insight from such 
individuals as Outsports.com’s Cyd Ziegler 
Jr.; outspoken pro football player/marriage-
equality supporter Chris Kluwe; and Rick 
Welts, the out gay president and COO of the 
NBA’s Golden State Warriors. 
 The National Football League (NFL) told 
Outsports.com it will not take action regard-
ing the anti-gay tweets of Cleveland Browns 
rookie linebacker tank Carder, who dismissed 
complaints about him posting “faggot” and 
“I don’t agree with being gay” messages. NFL 
spokesman Greg Aiello said, “We were in con-
tact with the club and the club addressed it 
with the player. Divisive comments of that 
nature can only be hurtful to many fans and 
has no place in the NFL. The Browns made 
clear to the player that it was unacceptable 
and he issued a public apology.”

Dorothy hamill. Publicity photo
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JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

A Progressive, Inclusive and
Welcoming Catholic Community

Baptism
Reconciliation
Holy Unions
Anointing of the Sick
First Communion preparation

3338 N. Broadway
www.dignity-chicago.org
dignitychicago@gmail.com

Mass each Sunday at 5:00 pm

Visit the LGBT 
community’s 
newest 
dental clinic.

Dr. Brandon Prusa 
caters to all of your dental needs. 
• General Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Teeth Whitening
• Free parking 
• Accepts most insurance

4413 N. Clark St.
Call 773.754.7766 
to set up an appointment.

Mention 
Windy City Times 

to receive a 
discount.

$259 Zoom whitening special

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991.
All work done on premise.

CONNE IONSX MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

LAKE VIEW GALLERY
To All Who Believe

Specializing in:
Palm Readings • Tarot Card Readings  

Crystal Readings • Aura Readings
All problems can be solved today no matter 

what. Spiritual cleansing for the Mind, 
Body and Spirit. Specializing in tarot card 

readings and more to answer and guide you 
through love, happiness, wealth and health. 

See what life has in store for you!

Contact Lauren for your private and 
confidential reading.

773-880-1003
visionsbylauren@yahoo.com

We do events and parties. Call us today to book us 
for psychic readings for your holiday party!

1103155 11/11

Your savings could add up to hundreds 

of dollars when you put all your policies 

together under our State Farm® roof.

Discounts as  
big as a house.  
Or condo.
Or apartment.

See just how big your savings could be. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL AN AGENT OR VISIT US  
ONLINE TODAY.

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL  60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

www.lindakuczka.com                                                             
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