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Parade leader speaks 
on future of Pride

BY KATE SOSIN

It is both the city’s best- and least-known LGBT or-
ganization. Chicago’s Annual Pride Parade has nearly 
doubled in recent years, adding hundreds of thousands 
of spectators to its route. 
 But for as much spotlight as the parade has drawn, 
some have commented that the workings of the parade 
organization remain in shadow.
 Last year, criticism surrounding the parade erupted 
after an unprecedented 850,000 attendees over-
whelmed police. 

 According to Rich Pfeiffer, parade coordinator, he 
sat down with police, aldermen, neighborhood groups, 
emergency personnel and people from the mayor’s of-
fice and started to brainstorm on how make the parade 
safe again.
 But while most commented that Pride 2012 was a 
success, others questioned who was in charge and why. 
Windy City Times sat down for an in-depth interview 
with Pfeiffer who explained who runs the parade and 
how much money it takes to make it happen.
 Windy City Times: So, who is the parade commit-
tee?

 Rich Pfeiffer: I’m the parade coordinator; my part-
ner, Tim Frye, handles all economic things; and Gene 
Janowski is our webmaster. So we’re the triumvirate 
that does what we call the legal, the physical structure 
of the parade. A lot of what I do with the parade is 
literally following what the city ordinance said. 
 WCT: What kind of entity organizes the parade? 
Are you a 501(c)(3)?
 RP: We’re not a 501(c)(3). In the early days of the pa-
rade, because the parades were so small, most of them 

Turn to page 12
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Hear our students’stories: www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt

You
belong here

facebook.com/ElmCol  twitter.com/ElmhurstCollege

At Elmhurst, you’ll find an exceptionally welcoming campus
community. We embrace individual expression. We see our 
differences as sources of strength. And we clearly, openly, 
emphatically want you here.  

Scholarships for LGBT students
Our Enrichment Scholarship specifically benefits academically
qualified students from minority groups—including LGBT
students. The scholarship covers one-third of tuition. More
than that, it underscores our commitment to  affirming the
identities and advancing the dreams of each individual student.  

A wealth of programs and resources
We support our LGBT students through a variety of campus
organizations and events. The student group EQUAL
(Elmhurst Queers and Allies) promotes awareness through
events and advocacy. SAFE (Staff, Administrators and 
Faculty for Equality) offers a support network for the
LGBT community. An annual guestship and other special
events focus on issues of concern to the LGBT community.
Our faculty is adding courses in LGBT studies.

A step ahead of the rest
“In a small but meaningful step, Elmhurst College is now
officially telling applicants that gay students are welcome on
campus. The private liberal arts college is the first college in the
U.S. to ask potential students about their sexual orientation or
gender identity on its application....The question is meant to
increase diversity at the school, which is affiliated with the
United Church of Christ, and to direct incoming students
toward services that might ease their transition into college life.
It’s also a strong signal that the school will embrace LGBT
students and will do its best to support them.” 
—Chicago Sun-Times, August 26, 2011

“Elmhurst College does a
great job of nurturing and
supporting LGBT students.
Coming out was hard for
me, but I’ve been blessed 
to have an accepting 
community to come out to.”

Felicia Diaz 

“People at Elmhurst are 
accepting and supportive,
from the faculty and staff to
my friends and fraternity
brothers. My experience
here has helped me embrace
my sexuality and become the
person I am today.”

Joey Carrillo

http://www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt
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EARLY WITHDRAWAL
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BY LISA KEEN
KEEN NEWS SErvICE
 
The presidential finish line is eight weeks off, 
and there’s little indication that the LGBT vote 
in this year’s presidential election will divide up 
any differently than it has in the past several: 
three to one for the Democrat. However, it is 
not an entirely civil divide. A stinging barb from 
U.S. Rep. Barney Frank characterizing Log Cabin 
Republicans as “Uncle Tom,” lingers on the LGBT 
body politic and will likely undermine the Obama 
campaign’s efforts to win over gay Republicans.
 Frank made his remark in at least two plac-
es during the Democratic National Convention 
(DNC) and defended his view last week, despite 
reactions from other LGBT leaders who expressed 
disappointment in his harsh criticism of gay Re-
publicans.
 Speaking to the LGBT caucus at the DNC, Frank 
said, “When they tell us that they are happy to 
be Republicans because they are getting accep-
tance and civility, I gotta say that I am again in-
clined to think that they’re called the Log Cabin 
Club because their role model is Uncle Tom.” He 
made essentially the same remark during an in-
terview at the convention with Sirius OutQ News 
interviewer Michelangelo Signorile.
 After a number of LGBT leaders, including Hu-
man Rights Campaign President Chad Griffin, is-
sued statements expressing disappointment in 
the harshness of Frank’s attack, National Stone-
wall Democrats Executive Director Jerame Davis 
punched back.
 “The Log Cabin Republicans are the most 
weak-kneed, sycophantic apologists I’ve ever 
encountered,” Davis said. “After their dismal 
performance at the RNC convention driving the 
GOP platform even farther to the right, they 
should give back all the money they’ve fleeced 
from their donors and close the doors.”
 Keen News emailed a question to Frank Sept. 
10, asking whether his unhappiness with Log 
Cabin Republicans was just over their giving Re-
publicans their money and votes and whether he 
saw any value in having LGBT people working 
inside the party to try and change it.
 Frank issued a long written response Sept. 11, 
saying “my use of ‘Uncle Tom’ was based not 
simply on this awful fact that they have chosen 
to be actively on the wrong side of an election 
that will have an enormous impact on our right 
to equality, both in fact and in the public per-
ception of the popularity of that cause.”
 “If the Log Cabin Republicans—or their even 
more outlandish cousins, the oddly-named GO-
Proud—were honestly to acknowledge that they 
let their own economic interests, or their oppo-
sition to strong environmental policies, or their 
belief that we need to be spending far more 
on the military or some other reason ahead of 
any commitment to LGBT equality, and on that 
ground have decided to prefer the anti-LGBT 
candidate to the supportive one, I would dis-
agree with the values expressed, but would have 
no complaint about their logic.”
 “The damaging aspect of the Log Cabin argu-
ment, to repeat the most important point,” said 
Frank, “is that they may mislead people who do 
not share their view that tax cuts for the wealthy 
are more important than LGBT rights into think-
ing that they are somehow helping the latter by 
supporting Mitt Romney and his Rick Santorum 
platform.
 “It is a good thing for Republicans to try to 
influence other Republicans to be supportive of 
LGBT rights,” said Frank. “The problem is when 
they pretend to be successful when they haven’t 
been, and urge people to join them in rewarding 
the Republicans when they have in fact contin-

ued their anti-LGBT stance. I have been hearing 
the Log Cabin Republicans proclaim for years 
that they were improving the view of that party 
towards our legal equality. In fact, over the past 
20 years, things have gotten worse, not better. 
Most recently, on DOMA, when the House Repub-
licans offered an amendment to reaffirm it, they 
voted 98 [percent] in favor of it, while Demo-
crats voted more than 90 [percent] against the 
amendment. And it is not surprising that they 
have not been successful. Giving strong politi-
cal support to people who are maintaining their 
anti-LGBT stance is hardly an effective strategy 
for getting them to change it.”
 There is no question but that the Republican 
Party at its presidential nominating conven-
tion in Tampa, Fla., presented a carefully coded 
hostility to gays in the military, gays getting 
married and gays being seen as citizens in the 
constitution. That could be seen as an improve-
ment, if compared with the 1992 GOP conven-
tion, when keynote speaker Pat Buchanan de-
rided Democrats for allowing a “militant leader 
of the homosexual-rights movement” to call the 
Democratic presidential ticket (Clinton-Gore) 
the most pro-gay ticket in history. That was the 
year Buchanan used his high-profile speech to 
declare a religious and cultural war with Repub-
licans on one side and “homosexuals” on the 
other.
 Republican nominee Mitt Romney did not 
himself make an explicit statement against 
same-sex marriage or gays. Instead, he said, “I 
will honor the institution of marriage.” But the 
party’s platform and the nominee’s surrogates 
before a national television audience each took 
thinly veiled jabs at LGBT people whenever they 
had the chance. Running mate Paul Ryan praised 
Romney as “not only a defender of marriage; he 
offers an example of marriage at its best.” Failed 
presidential contender Rick Santorum once again 
railed against what he perceives to be the “as-
sault on marriage.”
 A New York Times editorial characterized the 
GOP platform as “more aggressive in its opposi-
tion to women’s reproductive rights and to gay 
rights than any in memory.”
 By contrast, the Democratic Party, through 
its platform and convention speeches, took its 

strongest stand yet in support of equal rights for 
LGBT people. In his speech to the Democratic 
National Convention in Charlotte,  N.C., Presi-
dent Obama essentially pushed back against 
Republican attacks on gays and other groups. 
He said, “We don’t think that government is the 
source of all our problems—any more than are 
welfare recipients, or corporations, or unions, 
or immigrants, or gays or any other group we’re 
told to blame for our troubles.” And he applaud-
ed fellow citizens for being part of the change 
that has ensured that “selfless soldiers won’t be 
kicked out of the military because of who they 
are or who they love.”
 Numerous prime-time Democratic speakers 
made similarly supportive statements, and First 
Lady Michelle Obama twice referenced same-sex 
marriage in her passionate address to the con-
vention. The first mention was a fairly routine 
reference to the need for people to be able to 
love who they love.
 She said, “Barack knows the American Dream 
because he’s lived it and he wants everyone in 
this country to have that same opportunity, no 
matter who we are, or where we’re from, or what 
we look like, or who we love.”
 The second mention was a gutsy juxtaposition 
that celebrated the courage of same-sex couples 
who marry with the likes of civil-rights icon Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and other U.S. heroes.
 “If farmers and blacksmiths could win inde-
pendence from an empire, if immigrants could 
leave behind everything they knew for a better 
life on our shores, if women could be dragged to 
jail for seeking the vote, if a generation could 
defeat a depression and define greatness for all 
time, if a young preacher could lift us to the 
mountaintop with his righteous dream, and if 
proud Americans can be who they are and bold-
ly stand at the altar with who they love, then 
surely,” said the First Lady, “surely we can give 
everyone in this country a fair chance at that 
great American Dream.”
 The speech came on the same night the Demo-
cratic Party approved what Democratic LGBT ac-
tivists say is the most pro-gay platform in his-
tory.
 Jamie Citron, national LGBT vote director for 
the Obama for America re-election campaign, 

said in May that the Obama campaign would try 
to win over gay Republicans. However, there is 
no indication yet that gay Republicans are be-
ing won over. And following Frank’s “Uncle Tom” 
remark, they could well be settling into a defen-
sive posture.
  R. Clarke Cooper, executive director of the na-
tional Log Cabin Republicans, said in response to 
Frank’s remark that “leaders committed to LGBT 
equality know that every victory our community 
has achieved has required bipartisan advocacy 
and bipartisan votes, and winning support from 
Republicans will only be more important in the 
days ahead.”
 Long-time Democratic gay activist David 
Mixner predicted last week that 75 percent of 
the LGBT vote will go to President Obama. The 
significance of that vote in the overall election 
depends largely on how close the election is 
come Nov. 6.
 An ABC/Washington Post poll conducted Sept. 
7-12 found Obama with a 50-percent-to-44-per-
cent edge over Romney, with a 4-percent margin 
of error. A CNN poll conducted Sept. 9-12 found 
the Obama-Romney race at 52 percent to 46 per-
cent in the incumbent’s favor, with a four-point 
margin of error. A daily Gallup Poll as of Sept. 
12 also showed a 50-44 split, with a three-point 
margin of error.
 ©2012 Keen News Service. All rights re-
served.

Gay Democrats and
GOPs square off

—poll has Tammy
Baldwin (left) in lead

—Gay Men of African
Descent eD resigns

—Dartmouth to open
LGBT affinity house
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U.S. rep. addresses attendees at the LGBT caucus at the recent Democratic National Convention. 
Photo by QNotes

Malawi film 
screening sept. 21 
at Cultural Center
 The documentary Brink of Survival will be 
screened Friday, Sept. 21, at the Chicago 
Cultural Center’s Claudia Cassidy Theatre, 
77 E. Randolph St.
 A reception will take place at 5:30 p.m., 
with a screening of the 80-minute film at 
6:30 p.m. An audience discussion with Dr. 
Martha Sommers—who is featured in Brink 
of Survival and has been practicing medi-
cine in rural Malawi since 1997—and film-
maker Salome Chasnoff will follow.
 Brink of Survival, which was shot on lo-
cation in Malawi, takes viewers inside a 
small rural hospital struggling to care for 
more than 120,000 people—all nearly free 
of charge—with one doctor. It documents 
the impacts of HIV/AIDS, poverty and the 
status of women on maternal-child health 
in one of the world’s poorest countries.
 This event is free and open to the public.

Correction
 In a Sept. 12 article that featured writer 
Sarah Terez Rosenblum, it was stated that 
she received her MFA at Columbia College; 
it was actually the Art Institute of Chicago.
 Windy City Times regrets the error.
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BY KATE SOSIN

A new report that the Opportunity Agenda re-
leased suggests that support for LGBTs among 
African-Americans and Latinos is on the rise, 
especially in media serving both communities. 
 According to the report, “Public Opinion and 
Discourse on the Intersection of LGBT Issues and 
Race”, a study of attitudes toward LGBTs and 
studies of Latino and African-American niche 
media show that pro-LGBT voices far outweigh 
anti-LGBT voices. 
 The report, which analyzes four different stud-
ies, suggests that historically marginalized com-
munities are pulled between support for LGBT 
equality and traditional sense of morality and 
religiosity. Still, experts concluded that media 
outlets serving Latino and African-American 
communities are supportive of LGBT people.
 “Latino media coverage was overwhelmingly 
positive when it came to LGBT rights issues,” 
noted Elena Shore, an editor with New America 
Media.
 The report concluded that people who go to 
church weekly are far less likely to be pro-LGBT, 
with 24 percent of weekly worshippers to sup-
port marriage equality compared with 57 percent 
of people who rarely or never attend worship 
services.
 Most Americans believe homosexuality is 
something people are born with, said the report, 
adding that those who believe so are far more 
likely to support LGBT rights. Sixty-five percent 

of Americans who believe people are born gay 
support marriage equality, according to the 
report. Among those who think being gay is a 
choice, just 15 percent support same-sex mar-
riage.
 In total, just 36 percent of people believe that 
being gay is a choice, but the report found that 
47 percent of Black Americans believe homosex-
uality to be a choice. More Latinos believed that 
people are born gay than the total sample, the 
report said, with 52 percent of Latinos believing 
people are born gay, compared with 42 percent 
overall.
 The report found that African-Americans large-
ly do not associate struggles for civil rights with 
the battle for LGBT rights.
 In African-American media, the study found 
that common LGBT stories centered on HIV, 
bullying, homophobia and discrimination, with 
LGBT African Americans and other civil-rights 
leaders often commenting on stories. Pro-LG-
BT voices outnumbered anti-gay commentary, 
which most often came from African-American 
ministers.
 The result, the report concluded, is a tug be-
tween condemning discrimination and condemn-
ing the perceived immorality of LGBT people.
 A similar theme was also found in Latino me-
dia, where coverage was mostly supportive of 
LGBT rights. Latino media tended to cover mar-
riage equality, the end of the military’s ban on 
openly gay soldiers, LGBTs in larger Latino com-
munities, celebrity news and anti-gay violence.

 Voices in Latino media were overwhelmingly 
pro-LGBT, with most supporters being Latino and 
most anti-gay spokespeople being White.
 Kimberly McLeod of the National Black Jus-
tice Coalition, which aims to end racism and 
homophobia, said the findings are useful for ac-
tivists in educating media outlets on how to tell 
LGBT stories well. 
 Darryl Hannah of the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation said his organization is 
pushing for more nuanced conversations around 
LGBT issues and race, amplifying voices of pro-

LGBT faith leaders and celebrating images and 
stories that look at LGBT people in positive and 
complicated ways.
 Still, the report found that in most cases, the 
media outlets studied were more likely to report 
on LGBT-specific issues than to include LGBT 
people in everyday stories.
 The report notes that analysis comes from 
existing opinion research and that limited data 
on Asian-Americans, Native Americans and other 
groups resulted in the study being narrowed to 
Latinos and African-Americans.

Report: Latino and
African-American 
media are pro-LGBT

Man’s plea for
clemency rejected
 In Pennsylvania, death-row inmate Terrance 
Williams hopes to avoid being the first person 
executed in the state in 13 years, according 
to the Associated Press. However, he suffered 
a setback when a divided Pennsylvania Board 
of Pardons rejected his plea for clemency 
Sept. 17, according to Philly.com.
 Williams, 46, is on death row for fatally 
beating Amos Norwood with a tire iron in 
1984; however, federal public defender Shawn 
Nolan wrote in a petition that “Williams and 
the victim ... were involved in a conflicted 
sexual relationship in which Norwood paid 
teenaged Terry for sex. Norwood escalated the 
violence of their sexual encounters, despite 
Terry’s attempts to stop [it].” 
 Williams also says that he had been physi-
cally and sexually assaulted throughout his 
childhood, and gang-raped at a juvenile facil-
ity. 
 A website, TerryWilliamsClemency.com, has 
been put up to aid Williams.  A press release 
on the site states that child advocates and 
even the victim’s widow are urging Penn-
sylvania Gov. Tom Corbett and the Board of 
Pardons to grant clemency to Williams. In ad-
dition, people have added their names to a 
Change.org petition that says Williams will be 

executed Oct. 3 if he does not receive a par-
don; the document wants “Corbett to spare 
Terry Williams’ life for killing the man who 
raped him.”
 The board voted three to two in favor of 
clemency; Williams needed unanimous ap-
proval. 

Terrance “Terry” Williams. Photo run with 
permission of TerryWilliamsClemency.com

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, Sept. 25

10:30am-12:30pm

RSVP 312.662.4100

ADLER. FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.
Graduate Degrees in  
Psychology + Counseling

The Adler School is founded on an important idea: Our health resides in  

our community life and connections. This is what drives our ground-breaking 

curricula and commitment to social justice.

We work with those courageous enough to want to change the world.  

Our master’s and doctoral degrees prepare students with the theory and practice 

to become agents of social change. The Adler School — Leading Social Change. 

Apply today.

adler.edu
Adler School of Professional Psychology 
17 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60602

http://www.adler.edu


Sep. 19, 2012 WINDY CITY TIMES6

BY ChUCK COLBErT

Backers of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) repeal 
threw a party aboard the Intrepid Sea, Air, and 
Space Museum, located in New York City.
 It was a pretty big deal as the one-year anni-
versary celebration, held on Sept. 18, included a 
tribute to retired Admiral Mike Mullen, the for-
mer head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and U.S. 
service members and veterans.
 Servicemembers Legal Defense Network was 
the organizational muscle behind the tribute, an 
event to be hosted by ABC News’ Barbara Wal-
ters.
 And just in time for the celebration, a Palm 
Center report issued last week before the cel-
ebration documents no negative effects on the 
armed forces one year after repeal.
 In fact, major findings of the study show no 
negative impact on combat readiness, unit co-
hesion, recruitment and retention, assaults and 
harassment. While repeal’s effect on morale 
showed no net negative impact, morale rose for 
some, and fell for others, with no net overall 
change.
 The report also documented no “wave of mass 
disclosures of sexual orientation after repeal.”
 Still, a minority of straight service members, 
in an independent study, said someone in their 
unit disclosed being gay, bisexual or lesbian, or 
that an LGB service member joined their unit.
 On balance, moreover, “DADT repeal has en-
hanced the military’s ability to pursue its mis-
sion,” the study states.
 The 50-page report, “One Year Out: An As-
sessment of DADT Repeal’s Impact on Military 
Readiness,” has nine co-authors, one of whom 
is Aaron Belkin, Ph.D., an associate professor in 
political science at San Francisco State Univer-
sity.
 Belkin is a founder and director for the Palm 
Center, a public-policy research arm based at the 
Williams Institute at the UCLA School of Law.
 During telephone interview Sept. 17, Belkin 
discussed some of the report’s findings, as well 
as areas in military service for LGB troops that 
need improving and a caution.
 For starters, he said, “What surprised me is 
the group of authors.” More than 10 years ago, 
when Belkin initially began working on DADT, 
the topic was “so toxic in the military” that few 
military leaders where willing to go on record, 
he said.
 As evidence of a new era, Belkin points to the 
eight co-authors of the report, five of whom in-
clude professors and/or a senior military officer 

at the U.S. Military Academy (West Point, N.Y.), 
the U.S. Naval Academy (Annapolis, Md.), Naval 
Postgraduate School (Monterrey, Calif.), the U.S 
Air Force Academy (Colorado Springs, Colo.), and 
the U.S. Marine Corps War College (Quantico, 
Va.).
 Another surprise, said Belkin, is how difficult 
it was to find evidence suggesting repeal has 
harmed the armed forces.
 In doing their analysis, he said, the study 
group reached out to known opponents of DADT 
repeal, including 553 retired admirals and gen-
erals (out of 1,167) who predicted in 2009 that 
openly gay military service “would break the all-
volunteer force.”
 The study group also reviewed media articles, 
interviewed nearly 100 troops and experts, con-
ducted a statistical experiment, administered 
surveys, and observed the field operations of 
military units, said Belkin.
 In short, what did the study find?
 Belkin cited the comments of a straight Army 
ranger for a thumbnail assessment.
 Repealing DADT, the solider said, “Didn’t 
change anything. ... We’ve got a guy in the unit 
who is gay. We’ve been working together for 
years and everyone knew, but no one ever cared. 
For us it’s all about whether or not you’re good 
at your job ... it’s all about quiet professional-
ism, not about your sexual orientation.”
 And, said Belkin, even opponents of DADT re-
peal told the same story.

 With repeal, “It was not much of a transition, 
it’s not like people come in with rainbow flags or 
anything ... the funny thing about the military 
is, people come in and do a job. That’s all there 
is to it,” said a currently deployed Army National 
Guard sergeant who, nonetheless, opposes open 
service.
 To protect respondents’ identities and to en-
sure confidentiality, the report did not identify 
demographic or professional details of any ser-
vice member, including their names.
 And yet, one area for improvement is achiev-
ing open transgender inclusion, which Belkin 
puts “at the top of the list.” That he said, “could 
be accomplished by re-writing the rules” and 
regulations, with “no law of Congress” required.
 Another concern, Belkin said, is some expres-
sions of “bias and harassment” service members 

face in the wake of DADT’s repeal. But he said 
the Pentagon has the unique, unprecedented 
opportunity to address that piece of military 
culture.
 Yet another concern, Belkin said, is one line 
in GOP’s 2012 party platform, which raises a red 
flag. He was referring to the Republican Par-
ty’s “We Believe in America” document, which 
states, “We will conduct an objective review 
of the current administration’s management of 
military personnel and will correct any problems 
with appropriate administrative of legal action.”
 That, said Belkin, “Is code to me for ‘We want 
to repeal’ DADT, should Mitt Romney be elected 
president.”
 ©Copyright. Chuck Colbert. All rights re-
served.

One year out, report
finds few issues
with DADT repeal

Aaron Belkin. Photo courtesy of Belkin

Questions about 
slain ambassador’s 
orientation
 A report cites a source in saying that Chris 
Stevens, the slain ambassador to Libya, was 
gay, according to On Top Magazine.
 An angry mob stormed the U.S. embassy in 
Benghazi, Libya, last week after the release of 
a film that many Muslims say mocked Moham-
med.
 Although the Associated Press described 
Stevens as “a self-effacing bachelor with a 
wry sense of humor who drank beer, dated 
women and liked outdoor sports,” HillBuzz 
quotes a diplomatic source who says Stevens 
was gay. 

LGBTI group holds
protest in Honduras
 Honduran LGBTI organization APUVIMEH 
held a protest on the steps of the public 
prosecutor’s office in the country’s capital of 
Tegucigalpa Sept. 13, according to an orga-
nizational press release that the Chicago Re-
ligious Leadership Network on Latin America 
provided.  
 This monthly demonstration urged officials 
to arrest prosecute and imprison the people 
who assassinated LGBT leader Walter Tro-
chez—killed Dec. 13, 2009—and the many 
other LGBT Hondurans that have been killed 
since a coup that took place that same year.
 A press release from APUVIMEH reads, in 
part, “We now demand our rights from the 
Honduran state, the most essential of which 
are freedom of association, health, freedom 
of expression, education, employment, and 
especially the right to life.
 “We have been killed in the most brutal 
and inhuman ways, in extreme ways that 
have never before been experienced by our 
community– so much so that is has impacted 
the very heart of our organizations. In the 
north of Honduras we now count 82 murders 

(2009-2012). As such, trans, gay men, lesbi-
ans, their families and organizations, in the 
defense of human rights, have come together 
to denounce impunity for these killings. The 
president of the Republic, Porfirio Lobo, him-
self admits that none of those responsible for 
these murders have been put in prison.
 “For these reasons, we come to demand jus-
tice on the 13th of each month which is the 
anniversary—and today it has been two years 
and nine months—of the assassination of our 
companion Walter Orlando Trochez, who was 
Secretary of APUVIMEH, a leader of the LG-
BTTI community, an activist among persons 
with HIV and a human-rights defender.”

LGBTs help ‘Dreamers’ 
apply for ‘Deferred 
Action’ program
 LGBT leaders and organizations have raised 
more than $75,000 to help young LGBT un-
documented immigrants pay for work-permit 
applications made possible through President 
Obama’s new “Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals” (DACA) program, according to a 
press release.
 Obama’s program, which took effect Aug. 
15, allows young people who were brought to 
the country as children to apply for relief from 
deportation and for two-year renewable work 
permits. The young undocumented people are 
known as “Dreamers” because of their active 
support of the federal DREAM (Development, 
Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) Act. 
 Under current law, Dreamers cannot obtain 
lawful employment, making the DACA applica-
tion fees of nearly $470 largely out of reach. 
Launched with a challenge grant from the Ev-
elyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund, almost 50 or-
ganizations and individual leaders have con-
tributed so far to the fund, which has been 
established at the Liberty Hill Foundation. 
 Applicants can apply for the fund at www.
LibertyHill.org/LGBTDreamersFund. Contribu-
tions can be made at www.LibertyHill.org/
LGBTDreamersContribute.

4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.
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 Twelve individuals and three organizations will 
be inducted Nov. 12 into the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, the country’s only known 
government recognized hall of fame that honors 
members of the LGBT communities. This will be 
the 21st ceremony.
 The inductees were selected by a committee 
composed of former inductees, which reviewed 
nominations submitted by members of the 
public. The names were released by Friends of 
the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame, a § 
501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, which assumed 
responsibility in 2012 for the Hall of Fame’s op-
erations in cooperation with the City of Chicago 
and its Commission on Human Relations.
 The chosen nominees will be inducted at the 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame’s annual 
ceremony Monday, Nov. 12 at the Chicago His-
tory Museum, 1601 N. Clark St. The event will be 
free and open to the public.
 The persons honored in 2012 are:
 
Individuals
 Minister Lois L. Bates, for her 14 years as an 
advocate for transgender youth and other LGBT 
youth. She served as an adviser, trainer, and 
health educator on HIV-prevention and trans-
gender issues; as secretary of the Windy City 
Black Pride Committee; and as a clergywoman in 
Chicago and in a national transgender ministry.
 St. Sukie de la Croix, 60, for his 25 years as a 
social commentator and researcher on Chicago’s 
LGBT history. He has published oral-history in-
terviews; lectured; conducted historical tours; 
documented LGBT life through columns, photo-
graphs, humor features, and fiction; and written 
the book Chicago Whispers (University of Wis-

consin Press, 2012) on local LGBT history.
 Sanford E. Gaylord, 47, for his 17 years as 
an actor, a creative LGBT and HIV/AIDS activist, 
and a writer. He co-founded A Real Read, an Af-
rican American LGBT performance ensemble; has 
written for LGBT-themed films and in columns 
for LGBT media; and participated in HIV/AIDS 
research and education projects.
 William W. Greaves, 61, for some 25 years as 
an activist in politics and in running-and-walk-
ing clubs and as an editor focusing on AIDS. As 
a member from 1995 to 2000 and as the direc-
tor from 2000 through 2011 of the city Advi-
sory Council on Gay and Lesbian Issues (later, 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Issues), 
he took an important part in local LGBT rights 
advances.
 Keith r. Green, 35, for 10 years of work on 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic among black gay and bi-
sexual men. He was associate editor of Positively 
Aware, helped to establish the anti-AIDS group 
Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus, led a research 
project on HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis among 
young men who have sex with men, and is on 
the AIDS Foundation of Chicago staff.
 Mark Ishaug, 48, for 21 years of work as a Chi-
cago social-service administrator concentrating 
on AIDS and as a political activist. He led the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago from 1998 to 2011 
and was on its staff since 1991. While there, he 
led in diversifying its funding base, expanding 
its services, and heightening its profile as a na-
tional authority on AIDS political issues. 
 Bill Pry, 64, for some 25 years of community 
service as a business owner, philanthropist, and 
advocate. He is an owner of BBJ Table Fashions 
and has donated tens of thousands of dollars’ 

worth of services to enhance local organizations’ 
programs and events. He has also been a vocal 
advocate for increased services to help LGBTQ 
youth realize their potential.
 Chuck rodocker, 63, for his more than 30 
years as an activist and community-minded busi-
ness owner. His first major forays into activism 
occurred with anti–Anita Bryant and anti–police 
harassment protests in the 1970s. In 1977, he 
opened the bar Touché, which has been a place 
of community ever since, hosting benefits and 
meetings and responding to a variety of social 
needs.
 heather C. Sawyer, 48, for nearly 10 years of 
service in Chicago’s Midwest Regional Office of 
Lambda Legal and her subsequent efforts in Con-
gress. As Lambda’s senior counsel in Chicago, 
she worked on issues of HIV/AIDS, LGBT youth, 
parenting, and marriage. As minority counsel for 
the House Judiciary Committee, she has contin-
ued working for marriage rights.
 honey West, 51, for more than 25 years as 
a cabaret singer and entertainer in Chicago 
nightclubs and restaurants. She has blended her 
transgender identity into her career, and during 
that career she has often performed at benefits 
for AIDS and other charities. She has also ap-
peared onstage as Honey West and, as Don Aux-
ier, in Dirty Dreams of a Clean-Cut Kid, an early 
AIDS musical.

Organizations
 Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus, for its sev-
en years of bridging gaps between traditional 
health providers and nontraditional providers 
(club/party, faith, business) that serve black 
men who have sex with men. The organization 
works to reduce new HIV infections through cre-
ative and collaborative programming that pro-
motes HIV testing and risk-reduction activities.
 Chi-Town Squares, for its 25 years of break-
ing barriers between LGBT and non-LGBT square 
dancers, while teaching and providing a venue 
for LGBT square dancing in Chicago and the cen-

tral U.S. It hosted an international gay square 
dance convention in 2010, and one of its off-
shoots is the well-known She Devils, a bearded 
troupe of drag performers who dress in square-
dance attire.
 Proud to run, Chicago, for the 30 years of 
Proud to Run races, walks, and rallies during 
Pride Week each year that it and its precursor 
entities have conducted as a celebration and 
as a way of providing financial support to com-
munity organizations. The annual events have 
grown to more than 1,400 participants and, in 
the past three decades, have raised more than 
$300,000 for local beneficiaries.  
 
Friends of the community 
 David Orr, 67, for his 38 years of outspoken 
support for LGBT communities as politician and 
public official. As a campaign manager in 1974 
and beginning in 1978 as 49th Ward alderman, 
he backed a city ban on anti-LGBT discrimina-
tion. As Cook County clerk, he has helped set up 
a county domestic-partnership registry, pass the 
state civil-unions law, win the current marriage 
suit, and oppose DOMA.
 Laura S. Washington, 57, for her 29 years of 
supporting LGBT communities as a journalist and 
a member of the late Mayor Harold Washington’s 
administration. She has illuminated LGBT goals 
and achievements through her columns in the 
Chicago Sun-Times and alternative media and 
earlier as editor of the Chicago Reporter maga-
zine.
 The Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame was 
established in 1991 under the auspices of the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations’ for-
mer Advisory Council on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Issues, a municipal government 
agency. At the end of 2011, the Advisory Coun-
cil ceased to exist after a reorganization of the 
Commission’s advisory councils, and the Friends 
organization succeeded it as caretaker of the 
Hall of Fame.
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An assistant Cook County state’s attorney is re-
covering after he was beaten for intervening in 
what he believed to be anti-gay harassment, ac-
cording to the State’s Attorney’s Chief of Staff 
Dan Kirk.
 The victim, 31, was walking near the 200 
block of West Diversey Parkway at approximately 
7 p.m. Sept. 13, according to Chicago Police 
News Affairs Officer Robert Perez.
 Kirk said the prosecutor saw two men walking 
holding hand in hand in the park. A few minutes 
later he saw two teens approach the couple and 
begin to harass and chase them.
 The prosecutor interrupted the harassment, 
said Kirk. “The two males who were holding 
hands ran away from the scene,” he said.
 The teens turned their attention to the inter-
vener, beating him and stabbing him with a bro-
ken bottle, according to Perez.
 Perez said the man walked to Saint Joseph 
Hospital. Kirk added he was transported to Ad-
vocated Illinois Masonic Medical Center and has 
since been released.
 Kirk declined to identify the intervener, but 
said the State’s Attorney’s office is extremely 
proud of him.
 “Our colleagues actions coming to the aid of 
other people that he didn’t know is indicative 
of the character and caliber that we seek in the 
many men and women that work in our office,” 
said Kirk. “This was a heroic act on the part of 
our assistant State’s Attorney.”

 According to police, no one is in custody for 
the attack. Perez described the assailants as two 
white Latino males ages 16-17, approximately 
5’8”-6’0.” One is estimated to weigh 150-190 
lbs. and was last seen wearing a black hooded 
sweatshirt and baggy jeans. The other weighs 
approximately 150-180 lbs. and was last seen 
wearing a turquoise baseball hat and a hooded 
sweatshirt. He also had long black hair, said 
Perez.
 In addition to seeking the attackers, Kirk said 
his office is eager to locate the two men holding 
hands in the park, as they could be key wit-
nesses down the road.
 Last fall, three men accused of attacking a 
gay man on a CTA Red Line train were acquit-
ted, after prosecutors struggled to prove that 
the victim, Daniel Hauff, was defending another 
gay man being harassed. Prosecutors failed to 
track down the witness, who defense attorneys 
argued was having a friendly conversation with 
the defendants.
 Kirk, who tried that case, likened it to the 
Sept. 13 attack on the prosecutor. Both victims 
intervened on behalf of others perceived to be 
gay and both could benefit from those witnesses 
stepping forward, he said.
 “The information that they could provide is 
crucial in the course of this investigation,” said 
Kirk.
 Anyone with information on the attack is en-
couraged to contact Area North detectives at 
312-744-8261.

Assistant state’s
attorney attacked
defending gay couple

WCT among top
citywide news 
sites in Chicago
 CHICAGO—Windy City Times, ranked as 
part of citywide news websites by Community 
Media Workshop (CMW) in its 2012 survey, 
placed No. 13 in a category that included 
mainstream newspaper, television and radio 
websites. 
 The report also divided media into various 
categories such as neighborhood, specialty, 
aggregators and arts and culture, but Windy 
City Times was treated as a citywide website.
 The report—“The NEW News 2012,” which 
CMW released—analyzed 31 citywide sites. 
Chicago Tribune landed the top spot. Windy 
City Times, online at www.windycitymedia-
group.com, was the only LGBT website to be 
ranked in the survey. The gay site FeastofFun.
com received an honorable mention.
 “After studying Chicago’s online news eco-
system for four years, The Community Media 
Workshop can say with certainty—nothing 
is certain in the realm of online news,” said 
CMW President Thom Clark.
 The NEW News 2012’s top ranked online 
news sites in Citywide News:
 1. chicagotribune.com
 2. chicagoreader.com 
 3. (tie) chicagomag.com, (tie) wbez.org
 5. chicagobusiness.com 
 6. nbcchicago.com/news
 7. wgntv.com 
 8. abc7chicago.com 
 9. (tie) chicago.cbslocal.com, 
(tie) suntimes.com
 11. cltv.com

 12. vivelohoy.com 
 13. windycitymediagroup.com 
 14. myfoxchicago.com 
 15. (tie) beachwoodreporter.com, (tie) 
wttw.com 
 17. wgnradio.com 
 To get to a list of top-ranked sites, re-
searchers began with a list of 467 sites that 
primarily served the City of Chicago (as op-
posed to a suburban audience), which was 
then reduced to 191 sites based on how often 
sites published new content.
 See www.chicagonewnews.org for the com-
plete list of ranked online news sites.

‘Money, Media 
and Your 
Vote’ Oct. 12
 The Lake Shore campus of Loyola University 
Chicago is hosting “Money, Media and Your 
Vote” Friday, Oct. 12, 4-6 p.m.
 The moderator will be Beth Konrad, senior 
professional in residence at the university’s 
School of Communication. Panelists will in-
clude Newton N. Minow, senior counsel at 
the law firm of Sidley Austin LLP; Susan S. 
Sher, executive vice president for corporate 
strategy and public affairs at the University 
of Chicago Medical Center; and Patricia Wid-
der, who worked at the Chicago Tribune as a 
reporter and editor for 36 years before retir-
ing last year.
 Chicago Network, Gannon Center for Wom-
en and Leadership, and Loyola Homecoming 
Weekend are sponsoring the event. For fur-
ther information, contact Nick Patricca at 
773-338-9416 or nicholas.patricca@gmail.
com; also, visit www.chicagonetworkjp.org. 

http://www.legacyprojectchicago.org/dedication_tickets.html
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Naomi Goldberg is all smiles talking about her 
job as an LGBT movement and policy researcher 
for the Movement Advancement Project (MAP), 
a think tank that works to speed equality for 
LGBT people.
 Her work is both professionally rewarding and 
personally impactful said Goldberg, 29, who 
lives in Chicago’s Logan Square neighborhood 
with her wife, Libby Hemphill. The two had a 
wedding ceremony in early May.
 “I think [this job] has made me a better advo-
cate in my own life.”
 Founded in 2006, the non-profit MAP provides 
research, insight and analysis that help speed 
equality for the LGBT community. Its three main 
areas are policy and issue analysis, LGBT move-
ment overviews and effective messaging.
 “I think of our work as very cutting-edge and 
adaptive to the needs of the movement,” said 
Goldberg, who has worked at MAP for two years 
after previously working at The Williams Insti-
tute at UCLA, another LGBT academic think tank.
 “The MAP job is wonderful; I think our work is 
really interesting, cutting-edge and needed.”
 Goldberg does not work with MAP’s effective 
messaging area, which specializes in talking 
about LGBT issues that are compelling and that 
move people closer to supporting LGBT equality.
 Her work, though, does hit on MAP’s LGBT 
movement research, which included a recent 
report on LGBT community centers around the 
country. MAP surveyed all 200 centers, and 
about 80 participated. The MAP report discussed 
finances, the board of directors, staffing, pro-
grams offered and more.
 Goldberg also works some on MAP’s LGBT pol-

icy research, which hits close to her background 
in public policy.
 MAP will issue a report on LGBT workers in the 
U.S. workplace next March.
 “It’s an amazing job,” said Goldberg, one of 
four full-time staffers. She is the lone working in 
Chicago; others are based in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and Denver. “We’re so efficient that it’s 
remarkable how much we produce. The pace is so 
much fun, and everyone is so good at their job 
that it’s sort of amazing to watch my colleagues 
do incredible work.

 “This job has been more than I ever expected. 
It’s really unique to be able to do policy re-
search, which can be very dry, and yet do it in a 
context that is very cutting edge. It’s exciting.
 “I think of us in many ways as an aggregator 
and re-articulator. We aggregate all of the great 
research that is out there and then we frame it 
in a way that is compelling and interesting. I 
like the link between the research we do and ac-
tion” stemming from MAP research and reports.
 Take, for instance, the 2010 report on older 
LGBT individuals, which was done in conjunction 
with the Services & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual & Transgender Elders (SAGE). The report 
ultimately provided a policy platform for SAGE.
 “We’re not the ones knocking on doors in Con-
gress, but [others] are able to do that with good 
material—and I think we provide that,” Gold-
berg said. “As someone who is LGBT, my work 
is incredibly meaningful, to do work that feels 

like it makes a difference in my life and others’ 
around me. It’s often difficult to find a job that.”
 Goldberg—who enjoys playing soccer, read-
ing, knitting and skiing in her free time—works 
three days a week at the Lambda Legal offices in 
the Loop. Otherwise, she’s working from home.
 “We always joke, ‘Wouldn’t it be nice to put 
ourselves out of business, to achieve equality 
and not need to do this work,’” said Goldberg, 
who was honored in June as a member of Windy 
City Times’ annual 30 Under 30.
 “In a way, I felt [that award ceremony] was 
a coming-out-of-the-shadows for me because, 
since I work remotely, I don’t interact with many 
people within the LGBT community in Chicago 
very often. So it was very amazing for me to be 
around all of these cool people who do amazing 
work.
 “It was a huge honor.”

Lesbian finds job at 
think tank very rewarding

Naomi Goldberg. Photo by ross Forman

La Dulce Palabra fundraiser sept. 22
 The La Dulce Palabra (LDP) spoken-word ensemble will hold its “Beauty = Women; Mujeres 
Pa’lante” fundraiser Saturday, Sept. 22, at La Casa Puertorriquena, 1237 N. California Ave., 6 
p.m.-12 a.m.
 The event will feature live, spoken-word performances by Misty DeBerry, Carmen Abrego Galin-
do, La Dulce Palabra and many more. There will also be art exhibits, performances and raffles.
 Admission is $10; call 773-344-4512 or visit www.Facebook.com/LaDulcePalabra.

La Dulce 
Palabra. 
Photo by Mel 
Ferrand

At this rate, you might think
about remodeling your kitchen.
Get a great rate on a 
Home Equity Line of Credit.
There’s never been a better time to make
those home improvements you’ve been
thinking about. U.S. Bank is offering a Home
Equity Line of Credit at a great rate of just
3.99% APR with no closing costs.2 Not to
mention potential tax advantages,3 great
service and convenient branch locations.
Start adding value to your home today.

APR1

%3.99
Rates as low as

1. 3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Equiline Home Equity Lines of Credit with a U.S. Bank Package and a 70% or 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less.
Minimum credit limit conditions may also apply and vary, depending upon the market. The APR will vary with the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal. As
of August 1, 2012 the variable rate for home equity lines ranged from 3.99% APR to 8.99% APR. Higher rates apply depending upon the credit limit and a higher LTV. The

rate will not vary above 25% APR or applicable state law, nor below 3.25% APR. An annual fee up to $90 may apply after the first year. Offer is subject to normal
credit qualifications. Rates are subject to change. 2. Property insurance is required. 3. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Some
restrictions may apply. Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. © 2012 U.S. Bancorp. All rights reserved.
Member FDIC. 

branch usbank.com/lowrate 800.209.BANK (2265)

http://www.usbank.com/lowrate
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Rudolf Nureyev ran naked down these hallways 
shouting, “Who wants to swing on a star?” Way-
land Flowers and Paul Lynde showed up one 
night in a limo; later, Flowers roamed the halls 
wearing a towel; his puppet, Madame, was on 
his hand in curlers and a chenille robe.
 Specialty dancer and silent-film star Sally 
Rand entranced her towel-clad audience with 
her balloon dance on this stage. Countless men 
explored their sexual nature in the rooms along 
these labyrinthian corridors. Sexual awareness 
and abandon, devastation and education have 
happened beneath this roof. The cornerstones 
of community were strengthened here. Lifetime 
friendships were born here as were five-minute 
and five-decade romances. Nearly 40 years of 
gay history live within these walls.
 Forty years ago The Waltons and M*A*S*H be-
gan their long television runs and the campaign 
in the news was Nixon running for re-election 
against McGovern. Bobby Fischer was chess 
champion of the world and 11 Israeli athletes 
were killed by Palestinian gunmen at the Sum-
mer Olympics in Munich. A postage stamp was 
eight cents, a gallon of gas was 55 cents and 
the average cost of a new home was $27,600. 
It was also 40 years ago when Chuck Renslow 
first toured the multi-unit structure on the 
5000 block of North Clark Street and realized 
its potential. At the time, Renslow owned the 
enormously popular Gold Coast leather bar and 
several other Chicago businesses. He’d owned 
bathhouses before. At the time, he was co-owner 
of the Club Baths in Chicago, Kansas City and 
Phoenix.
 After seeing the space, Renslow took a gamble 
and sold his share of the Club Baths as well as 
a building on Belmont and bought the structure 
at 5017 N. Clark St. His partner in the purchase 
and in life was Dom Orejudos, also known as the 
erotic artist Etienne. Renslow had a dream about 
this new endeavor. Taking his initial inspiration 
from the Continental Baths in New York, Renslow 
began extensive renovations. His goal was to 
create not just a bathhouse, but an entertain-
ment complex.
 Built in 1907 as a lodge hall and fraternal 
organization, the building provided several sur-
prises during the renovation. There was strong 
evidence of on-site gambling. One room was 
built behind a steel bolted door that contained 
poker tables with a separate staircase for a 
hasty escape. Another room had a rising door 
and inside only brackets remained which were 
inscribed Bally’s Manufacturing. Slot machines 
had been mounted there. A skeleton was also 
found during the overhaul though the truth is 
hardly as diabolical as it sounds. It was the sort 
used in university classrooms with numbered 
bones and a steel hinge on the jaw.
 Initial renovations took almost a year. When 
Man’s Country first opened on Sept. 19, 1973, it 
was just one floor. Renslow recalled, “The first 
night we opened, it was free.” At the time in 
order to be a member of a bathhouse and pur-
chase a membership, a person had to be invited 
by a member. Since Man’s Country was a new 
business, this created an obvious problem: How 
do you invite members when you don’t have any 
members to extend the invitation? Renslow had 
a solution: “I advertised that the first night we 
were giving free admittance. We had 700 people 
and that’s how we got our original membership 
to refer other people.” Since then, Man’s Coun-
try has charged a nominal registration fee that 
includes a free lifetime membership. For every 
subsequent visit, members are then charged a 
rental fee for a locker or room.
 Overhaul of the building continued and by 

April 1974, the bathhouse consisted of a locker 
facilities, a basement and steam room, a whirl-
pool bath, an orgy room, a small lounge with 
a juice bar and sandwiches, and a TV lounge. 
There were 26 rooms, three of which were dou-
ble-occupancy. Although still in the process of 
renovations, this was still far above the typical 
bathhouse of the day, which offered a room or 
locker, white towel and key.
 The crowning achievement in the overhaul of 
the building was the completion of the Music 
Hall. The gay megaplex could now hold 1,500 
people. Some of the great entertainers of the 
‘K-Y Circuit,’ as the bathhouse and gay club ven-
ues were called, performed at the Music Hall. 
Its grand opening on New Year’s Eve 1974 was 
a “black towel optional” affair. In the years fol-
lowing a myriad of talented performers graced 
the stage. Rand did her balloon dance there and 
ventriloquist Flowers and his puppet, Madame, 
entertained. Campy impersonator Charles Pierce 
played the Music Hall, as did Bruce Vilanch and 
singers such as Betty Rhodes, Frannie Golde, and 
Jade and Sasparilla. Comics like Rusty “Knock-
ers Up” Warren, Pudgy and Judy Tenuta brought 
their unique humor to the stage. The Music Hall 
hosted magicians, dancers, hypnotists and more. 
Playing to a half-naked crowd was just part of 
the gig and if some frisky business was going on 
during the show, the entertainer had to just roll 
with it.
 The resident drag queen emcee and DJ of 
Man’s Country was Wanda Lust. In addition to 
entertaining, Lust became the face of STD test-
ing in Chicago during the dawn of gay men’s 
health. During that era, Man’s Country became 
a site for VD and STD testing, with a full clinic 
upstairs.
 As a result of the enhanced atmosphere and 

services, Man’s Country was a sex club, which 
also became a sort of retreat. Men would some-
times come for the weekend and even arrive with 
luggage. In addition to sexual accruement, they 
would bring beads to hang from the doorframes, 
throw rugs, colored lights, candles, incense and 

anything else to make their cubicles their own. 
For many Man’s Country was a haven, a place 
of sexual expression and experimentation, social 
interaction, openness and camaraderie that were 
all crucial in the early years of gay liberation.
 Joey McDonald recalled, “We’d check in and 
get five rooms in a row. We were there Friday 
through Sunday. We’d ingest massive quanti-
ties of different substances and this was a safe 
place to do it—we weren’t driving, we had a 
bed there, we had food there, we had sex there. 
It was a place for us to really socialize. We’d all 
be in one room and, really, it was like a bunch 
of teenage girls at a slumber party, until some 
hot number walked by and then we’d all giggle 
before butching it up to run out of the room to 
see who was going to get him.”
 Many of the fondest memories people have of 
Man’s Country are not simply the unbridled sex-
ual encounters but the socializing, the friend-
ships and the building of community. Men recall 
sitting in the snack shop or in the TV lounge 
and chatting or sharing stories of life and love, 
conquests, crushes and the trick that got away. 
It was a relaxed freedom for many gay men who, 
less than a decade before, were terrified of inter-
action and becoming “known.” Previously, Chi-
cago bathhouse patrons ran the risk of ruined 
careers and devastated lives in the aftermath 
of police raids that, in addition to arrest, often 
resulted in having a person’s name, home ad-
dress and sometimes occupation printed in the 
newspaper.
 Award-winning author Edmund White captured 
Man’s Country’s during its heyday in his 1980 
travelogue of gay America, States of Desire: “On 
the ground floor are the showers, a steam room 
and a hot tub, all fitted into a stone grotto. 
On the second floor are rooms, lockers, the TV 
room and the orgy room—TV viewing and orgy 
viewing seemed comparatively tranquil. Upstairs 
I found the disco. 
 “Lying on mats along the wall were sleeping 
bodies. A twirling mirrored ball cast scintillas 
of light over these dreamers. At one end of the 
room was a spotlit stage, bracketed by art deco 
caryatids framing a set: a painted skyline of 
skinny skyscrapers in black and white, stylized 
to look hundreds of stories tall. The polished 
dance floor was empty until a black man in red-
striped, calf-length athletic socks, a jockstrap, a 
red T-shirt and a baseball cap began to dance by 
himself. He was joined by an outrageous white 
fatty, who performed something ‘interpretive’—
of what, I couldn’t be sure. Coiled metal stairs 
led me up to the roof garden, where, under a 
cool, blowy sky, I watched two couples fucking.”

If these walls could talk: 
Man’s Country’s 40th anniversary

A full-page ad for Man’s 
Country in the March 
1974 Chicago Gay Cru-
sader newspaper.

Chuck renslow circa 
1950s on the cover 
of Leattherman: The 
Legend of Chuck 
renslow.
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 In June 1981 the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control announced that five men in Los Angeles 
had been diagnosed with a rare pneumonia. The 
“gay cancer,” or gay-related immune deficiency 
(GRID, as AIDS was initially called), had dire ef-
fects on Man’s Country. Early on in the epidemic, 
Renslow closed the orgy room and glory holes. 
The bathhouse did not distribute condoms until 
the means of HIV transmission was known. Once 
it was discovered, condoms were given with a 
towel at check-in and became readily available 
throughout the facility. Renslow maintains that 
it was his cooperation with the Chicago Depart-
ment of Health on previous issues, such as STD 
testing, that kept Man’s Country open when 
bathhouses were closing in San Francisco and 
New York. Renslow flatly denies that it had any-
thing to do with his significant political clout 
in the city. As a result, Man’s Country not only 
remained open but became a venue for safer-sex 
education, with signage and literature available 
throughout the complex.
 Despite this, attendance at Man’s Country dur-
ing the peak of the AIDS era plummeted drasti-
cally. To compensate for the shrinking number 
of patrons and occupied rooms, Renslow opened 
Bistro Too on the ground and second floor in 
the rear portion of the structure. When Bistro 
Too eventually closed, he opened the leather bar 
The Chicago Eagle on the lower level and main 
floor of the back portion of the building and 
reopened the Music Hall. With the closing of The 
Eagle, Man’s Country has once again converted 
that square footage into additional rooms.
 Man’s Country has constantly evolved over the 
years. Its structure has been shifted, built upon, 
covered, demolished, torn out and everything in 
between. The sun deck White wrote about, with 
the plants and fountains, was eventually closed 
as part of the Bistro Too conversion. The Man’s 
Country internal complex has also changed to 

include stores such as The Erogenous Zone which 
sold bath-related items—caftans, jocks, lounge 
pants, ‘aromas,’ magazines and lubes. There was 
a country store, a leather store and even a gym 
with weight equipment and machines. When dis-
cussing the logistics of the structure Renslow 
laughed, “Someday when they tear this place 
down they are going to be amazed by the things 
they find. There’s walls built in front of mirrors 
and murals, sealed rooms, hidden staircases and 
everything else.”
 With the smell of sawdust in the air, it’s clear 
that renovations are actively underway once 
again at 5017 N. Clark St. In the past several 
months a number of specialty bear, sling and 
fetish rooms have opened. New areas have been 
transformed, revitalized and created anew with a 
saloon door blow-job area, a specialty “service” 
stage off the Music Hall, a shower stage display 
and additional surprises to add variety to the 
atmosphere and capacity to the 465-locker and 
72-room facility. In addition, an array of new 
artwork adorns the walls, joining the notable 
gallery, which includes numerous murals, paint-
ings and prints by such artists as Etienne as 
well as an array of classic gay physique photos 
by Kris Studios—which Renslow launced in the 
1950s.
 In 2012, 1970s-era Man’s Country met 2012 
filmmaking with the making of an independent 
Chicago movie starring, among others, Bruce 
Vilanch. Vilanch returned to Man’s Country to 
play the owner of a 1970s disco called Fezzi-
wig’s, in Scrooge & Marley, a gay retelling of the 
classic film A Christmas Carol. Man’s Country was 
transformed back into a 1970s disco for the film 
shoot.
 Almost 40 years after he first toured the facil-
ity, Renslow is proud to say that Man’s Country 
remains in business and anticipates an exciting 
future. To celebrate entering its milestone 40th 
year, Renslow and his staff have implemented a 
special week:
 —Wed., Sept. 19: Free Night. A FREE single 
room or locker to all members while availability 
lasts.
 —Thursday, Sept. 20: Bear Night. Free Pizza 
and Spaghetti at 10 p.m.
 —Friday, Sept. 21: Birthday Party. To cel-
ebrate the official launch into its 40th year, 
Man’s Country will be giving away an assortment 
of gifts including flip flops, silk jockstraps and 
flashlight pens. There will be birthday cake at 
midnight and strippers on the main stage.
 —Saturday, Sept. 22: Sex Show. At midnight 
there will be a live special sex show on stage in 
the main stage in the Music Hall.

 —Sunday, Sept. 23: Movies in the Music Hall. 
Showing starts at 10 p.m. and will begin with 
the first episode of Queer as Folk.
 Renslow is also excited to announce that sev-
eral of these “anniversary week” specials will 
soon become part of the ongoing, locally owned 
Man’s Country roster with Tuesdays becoming 
Fetish Night, Thursdays becoming Bear Night 
and Sundays becoming the night for movies in 
the Music Hall.
 In the past 40 years, Man’s Country has be-
come an iconic symbol for the growth and evolu-

tion in several generations of gay men. Though 
its original grandeur has tarnished a bit, it’s now 
larger than ever and with new events and revi-
talized reconstruction in place to help it begin 
a new and vibrant chapter in the history of Chi-
cago’s gay community.
 For more information about Man’s Country, 
Chuck renslow, and the bathhouse history 
of Chicago read Leatherman: The Legend of 
Chuck renslow, by Owen Keehnen and Tracy 
Baim.

rusty Warren (above) and Charles Pierce 
(below) were just some of the talented acts 
that performed at Man’s Country. Photos from 
Leatherman: The Legend of Chuck renslow, 
courtesy of Gary Chichester

The legendary fan dancer Sally rand performed at Man’s Country and eventually became quite 
close to renslow. Pictured here are the billing fliers used to promote her shows (left) and a 
photo of rand with Gary Chichester (holding the cake, with rand to his left) and Man’s Country 
staff. Photos from Leatherman: The Legend of Chuck renslow, courtesy of Gary Chichester

http://www.fiatchicago.com
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were not 501(c)(3). And then as time went on, 
like in the ’80s, a lot of the groups wanted to do 
festivals. In order to get sponsors for the festi-
vals in those days, you had to be 501(c)(3). In 
our case, we didn’t have to do that because we 
weren’t doing a festival.
 WCT: So how does it get decided who gets to 
plan the parade?
 RP: Up until 2001, if you were a parade in the 
city, on the first day after Jan. 1, you had to get 
downtown, stand in a line, hope to God you got 
in the front of the parade and then you would 
get a time stamp … just in case another group 
wanted to do a parade in the same location. … 
The problem with that is that you’d get in cer-
tain ethnic communities three or four groups of 
people that wanted to do that parade. So it put 
the city in the position of having to make deci-
sions on who gets the permit and who doesn’t. 
 Now, the requirement is that you have to go 
in in the first two days of the month in order to 
continue what is called “traditional parade sta-
tus.” That was a term that they coined in 2001. 
If a parade has been going for five years or more, 
in a given location, on a given date, you have 
first dibs on that parade. 
 Once we do that, then we’re required to reg-
ister everyone in the parade, even when people 
double up.
 WCT: And the politicians?
 RP: Most of the city parades, you’ve got the 
governor and the mayor at the front of the pa-
rade. In most city parades, the politicians are 
marching right at the front. We have never had 
politicians marching right at the front of the pa-
rade. In fact, up until five years ago, if there 
were 35 politicians in the parade, we would start 
them at about five and then number them to 
40. We started getting feedback from people: 
“You’ve got too many of the pols at the front.” 
So what we started doing is we started spread-
ing them back. Last year they were back to 
about 215. This year they went back to about 
89. 
 We did [things] differently this year, once we 
decided to give up 50 entries in the parade. (The 
parade was 250 entries in 2011 and 200 in 2012, 
cut back in response to safety concerns.) Our 
initial reaction was “OK, we’re giving up 50 en-
tries. We don’t want to give up 50 LGBT entries 
in that parade.” So what we did is we sent a 
letter to all the elected officials and said, “We’re 
going to do what they do in other parades, and 
it’s going to be position 10 in the parade. So, if 
you want to be in the parade, you can march in 

position 10. You can have no cars, no vehicles or 
anything.” So about 14 or 15 took us up on that 
offer.
 WCT: What about ones who don’t take up 
that offer?
 RP: Ones who don’t, they were spread along 
the parade route. 
 WCT: Do the politicians have to pay for en-
try?
 RP: No, no, no, no. That’s a separate issue. If 
you’re an elected official in any other the cities 
parades, you don’t pay. 
 WCT: Is that your decision or the city’s?
 RP: That’s up to the parade coordinators. Some 
of the parades do, but in Chicago I only know 
of two parades that have started doing that. 
But traditionally, if elected officials come to pa-
rades, and they’re marching at the front of the 
parades, they’re not charged. 
 WCT: So as more politicians have started 
using the parade for campaigning, have you 
reconsidered charging?
 RP: You know, we’ve thought about that. 
We’ve had this discussion with other gay parades 

across the country. Some have said, “That would 
be really tacky to do that. These are people that 
have supported us.” 
 WCT: So do the entry fees for contingents 
pay for the whole parade?
 RP: It literally pays for 99.9 percent. We print 
out 1,000 buttons. We sell them and make $300 
off them. We do a pride guide booklet. We break 
even, usually.
 We don’t have corporate sponsorships. Some-
one said to me, “Rich, well American Airlines 
is in the parade. Aren’t they a corporate spon-
sor by being in the parade?” Technically, not. If 
you’re a corporate sponsor at a street festival, 
you often get a booth. Sometimes you don’t get 
a booth, but you’ll give $5,000 to a street fes-
tival and you’ll be on their website and on their 
posters and all that stuff. 
 WCT: What are the entry fees now?
 RP: What’s happened in the last two years, 
our budget has literally doubled in two years. 
About three years ago, there were two accidents 
in our parade and one other parade. At that an-
nual meeting that year [with the city], with the 
35 parade coordinators, they said, “You larger 
parades, you’re probably going to have to bar-
ricade your whole parade this year.” 
 So for non-profits we went from [a fee of] 
$150 to $225. So let me put this in perspective: 
A lot of the gay pride parades in the country 
charge much more. We don’t want to burden es-
pecially the non-profits and charge them a lot 
of money. We want to be able to just pay the 
expenses.
 So, this year it was $350 non-profit, $700 for 
business and $1,400 for corporate. And we have 
maybe about 20 corporate ... but we’re real cog-
nizant of who these corporations are that are in 
the parade. 
 WCT: Does anyone on the parade organizing 
team get a salary or stipend or any compensa-
tion?
 RP: No. Nothing like that. After I had to give 
back refunds last year, I think my seed money 
last year was about $1,000. 
 WCT: What is the budget for the parade?
 RP: It was in the 90s–95 or 98 [thousand].
 WCT: Where is the money kept?
 RP: We just have an account. We don’t have a 
lot of checks that we write. Our major expenses 
are to the barricade company, the City of Chi-
cago and the portable restrooms. That’s most of 
the money. 
 With that $8,000 left, I don’t have the luxury 
if people say, “Oh, you should donate to the Cen-
ter [on Halsted].” It’s not a big cushion. If [the 

city officials] suddenly they tell me next year, 
“Rich, it’s not $35,000 next year; it’s $50,000 
[for the parade],” I got to have that in the bank 
to cover that next year. 
 WCT: There is a pride organization listed as 
dissolved by the secretary of state. Is that 
your organization?
 RP: Well, it was but let me give you the his-
tory. Back in the ’70s, in that era when the Pride 
Committee was doing all these events, this guy 
named Pat formed this non-for-profit. As of the 
early ’80s, there were internal differences among 
those of us who produced pride. …We decided 
we were no longer going to do that not-for-prof-
it in the state of Illinois. So we pulled out as of 
’81. One of the decisions we had to make once 
that group left town was, “Do we want pull the 
parade out of there?” Our treasurer at the time 
said, “Just let it go because it’s not us.” One 
of our others said, “Well, maybe down the pipe, 
we’ll want to do a festival.”
 So, every year until a few years ago, we would 
just pay the [filing] fee like rote. The parade 
was not a part of it, but we would just pay to 
keep it going so that we didn’t have to create a 
new one. About two years ago, we were sitting 
there, and I don’t know if it was … Tim who 
said, “What are we paying this $10? We haven’t 
been there in 30 years. Just let it expire.”
 WCT: how is the grand marshal chosen?
 RP: We kind of look around what’s going on 
nationally. Plus, [there’s] this concept that we 
don’t take input from the community; six of 
our grand marshals for the last 13 or 14 years 
have all been suggestions from the community. 
People called me up. People emailed. Often, it’s 
who’s available. 
 This year, we put out feelers toward four dif-
ferent potentials; [author-actress] Jane Lynch 
was one of them. 
 WCT: how is the line-up of floats deter-
mined? 
 RP: If you register in March when the forms 
go out, we’re going to put you farther up than if 
you register in June. We’ve been kind of pulling 
back from that a little bit. Where the changes 
come is this year; I had 27 or 28 requests from 
people who wanted to be in a particular loca-
tion. If some people are farther up one year, 
we’ll pull them back the next year. If people 
make requests, we’re more than happy to do it. 
 WCT: You cut back from 250 entries last 
year to 200. If it comes down to it, do LGBT 
groups get priority for getting in?
 RP: Once I fill up my 200-250, and I have to 
hand in what’s called a site plan to the city, I 
cannot change that. But there’s a period often 
of a week before I have to hand it in to the 
city, where if I have someone on a waiting list, 
I can pull them in. I’ll take the gays first, but I 
haven’t had to do that because the only time I 
need to do that is if someone cancels—and no 
one cancels. 
 WCT: What happens to the parade when 
there is no more rich Pfeiffer? Can this pa-
rade exist without you?
 RP: Oh, sure. What I’ve always said to people 
is that a year before I decide to go bye-bye, I’ll 
let people know. I’ll let the community know. 
What I started doing two years ago is, literally, 
to record in a book what it entails to put on this 
parade, because I love the parade. I think it’s 
important.

PARADE from cover

Personal PAC 
luncheon to feature 
Gloria Allred
 Personal PAC—a bipartisan group aimed at 
electing pro-choice candidates to state and 
local offices in Illinois—is featuring famed 
attorney Gloria Allred at its 19th Annual 
Awards Luncheon.
 Allred, an active feminist, founded and is 
currently serving as president of the Women’s 
Equal Rights Legal Defense and Education 
Fund.
 In addition, Personal PAC will honor Mar-
jorie Craig Benton, who co-founded the Chi-
cago Foundation for Women, the Women’s 
Issues Network and The Peace Museum. 
Jon O’Brien—the president of Catholics for 
Choice, a pro-choice organization advocat-
ing for sexual and reproductive rights from a 
standpoint of culture, faith, justice and mo-
rality—will also be honored.
 The event will take place at 12 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 30, at the Hilton Chicago, 720 
S. Michigan Ave.
 Ticket prices start at $150; call 312-422-
0005 or visit www.PersonalPac.org.

sept. 27 LGBT 
reception to feature 
Michelle Obama
 The LGBT Leadership Council and event co-
chairs Fred Eychaner, Laura Ricketts, Wally 
Brewster and Bob Satawake will welcome 
First Lady Michelle Obama to Eychaner’s home 
Thursday, Sept. 27, at 6 p.m. (Eychaner’s ad-
dress is provided upon the RSVP.)
 The donation levels include Gen44 ($250; 
limited availability), Reception (write $1,000 
or raise $5,000—per person), Host (write 
$10,000 or raise $15,000—per couple) and 
Chair (write $15,000 or raise $30,000—per 
couple). Those who donate at the Host and 
Chair levels will be able to take photos with 
the first lady.
 Visit https://donate.barackobama.com/
page/contribute/o2012-September27Chicago
Reception?custom1=4794995. For more info, 
email AHardikar@BarackObama.com or call 
312-841-6869.

rich Pfeiffer. Photo by Kate Sosin

Expungement of 
criminal records 
sept. 25 at Center
 Free attorney assistance for the expunge-
ment and sealing of criminal records will 
take place Tuesday, Sept. 25, 5-9 p.m., at 
the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.
 Cook County Circuit Court Clerk Dorothy 
Brown is presenting the event. An RSVP is 
required by Sept. 21; call 773-472-6469, 
ext. 436, or email legal@centeronhalsted.
org.
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BY M.C. CLArK

For Dr. Todd Hargan, his patients are like his 
family. Working with HIV-positive people can be 
very intimate, so he often becomes involved in 
their lives on a very intimate level.
 “They kind of see us, I think, as an extension 
of the family,” he said. “And I like it because it 
kind of reminds me of my upbringing.”
 That upbringing was in the small town of 
Nashville, Ill., about 50 miles from St. Louis. He 
said education was not a high priority to many 
of Nashville’s residents, but that his parents al-
ways stressed education and really pushed for 
him to go into the medical field.
 “They were always really supportive and want-
ed me to get out of Nashville and kind of make 
my mark on the world,” he said. “When I first 
started coming out that was the eighties, and it 
was really rough for my parents. To some degree, 
I kind of went to medical school to appease 
them about my being gay.”
 “And then it turned out I loved it and it was 
this perfect match for me,” he added. I love 
medicine and I’m so glad that they kind of 
pointed me in that direction.”
 Hargan earned his undergraduate and medical 
degrees, and completed his residency, at Saint 
Louis University. It was his first time living out-
side of Nashville. 
 “I wanted a bigger city,” he said. I was this 
little small town farm boy and when I got to 
Saint Louis I thought, ‘Oh my God—I’ve arrived, 
this is such a huge city.’” But after twelve years 
he wanted an even bigger city, something more 

cosmopolitan, and he moved to Chicago. For 
two years he worked with indigent patients at 
Holy Cross Hospital in South Side, Chicago. He 
then moved to the Northstar Medical Center, and 
began working with HIV-positive and LGBT pa-
tients.
 “The gay community was calling me,” he said.
 But now Hargan has moved to St. Joseph Hos-

pital, with Resurrection Medical Group, and has 
opened his own private practice there, where his 
office is at 2800 N. Sheridan Rd. It represents a 
new challenge and a new chapter of his life. He 
said St. Joe’s (as he likes to call it) has been 
caring for patients with HIV since the beginning 
of the AIDS crisis.
 “They’ve done a really good job of kind of un-
derstanding us and supporting us,” he said.
 Hargan has also been involved in HIV drug re-
search. He said there isn’t a drug that has come 
to the market in the past 10 years that he has 
not done clinical studies on.
 “It’s kind of fascinating to think how many ad-
vancements have been made. I think sometimes 
we as a community think, ‘Why hasn’t more been 
done,’” he said. “Medically, we’ve made a lot of 
real advancements. It’s still a really challenging 
disease socially, and economically and all that 
kind of stuff. But physically, we can take really 
good care of them.”
 “I think today if you can really keep a pa-
tient on the right track—insured, on meds, try 
to temper their self-destructive behavior—you 
can keep them healthy. Years ago it was really 
tough, people just died. Now that’s not really 
what it has to be about.”
 Hargan is also concerned about getting the 
word out about hepatitis C, for both HIV-pos-
itive and HIV-negative people. It causes dam-
age to the liver, and can be a real challenge 
for keeping people healthy since there is no 
hepatitis-C vaccine.
 Stressing education without policing sex is 
something Hargan said it is part of a personal 
philosophy that makes his practice both difficult 
and rewarding, adding that every day there’s 
either an unexpected challenge or something 
beautiful happens. He said this is how he and 
his patients come to see each other—as a kind 
of extended family, just as do many members of 
the LGBT community at large.
 “It’s like living in a small town,” he said. 
“You’re really kind of part of a community.”

Todd Hargan: HIV
treatment physician on
upbringing, drug research

Dr. Todd hargan. Photo from resurrection 
Medical Group

Illinois safe schools
brunch sept. 30
 The Illinois Safe Schools Alliance will 
hold its annual “Alliance Brunch” Sunday, 
Sept. 30, at the Chicago Cultural Center’s 
Sidney R. Yates Gallery, 78 E. Washington 
St.
 The alliance will honor Jamie Nabozny 
with its Trailblazer Award “for his courage 
to stand up to his school administrators 
through the Lambda Legal case Nabozny v. 
Podlesny,” according to an organizational 
email. “This landmark federal case estab-
lishes that all young people—including 
those who are LGBTQ—deserve a safe edu-
cational experience.”
 See www.IllinoisSafeSchools.org.

State rep. Deb Mell (left) and Illinois 
Safe Schools Alliance Executive Director 
Shannon Sullivan at last year’s brunch. 
Photo by Kat Fitzgerald
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Friday, Sept. 21
Poetry Reading
CM Burroughs

The Vital System and
Kristina Maria Darling
The Moon and Other 
Inventions: Poems 

After Joseph Cornell
7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 27
Elinor Lipman

Tweet Land of Liberty: 
Irreverent Rhymes from 

the Political Circus
7:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 28
Susan Hahn

7:30pm
The Six Granddaughters 

of Cecil Slaughter
7:30 p.m.

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Pronouns
 He/him/his

Identifies as
 Transman 

Neighborhood
 Edgewater

Life’s work
 “I just started my first semester as a PhD student in Higher Education 
at Loyola University Chicago, in order to work towards my eventual ‘life’s 
work.’ I want to research the gender identity development process of trans-
masculine students of color, and their college experiences.”

hobbies
 “I love documentaries, dancing, beer snobbery, puzzles and going to the 
beach when it’s nice out. I’m also a conference geek and love doing work-
shops and speaking gigs.”

What is the best thing about being trans?  
 “I think my own experiences across gender have given me a critical lens, 
to call into question why things are the way they are (around anything), 
and not be satisfied with ‘that’s just how it is.’”

Do you consider yourself an activist?    
 “Now that I’m a student again, I’ll be able to get involved in activism 
again, something that’s been missing from my life in the ‘real world.’”

Whom do you admire most?   
 “CeCe McDonald and Leslie Feinberg.”

What issues outside of the queer community do you care about? 
 “I don’t consider any social justice issue to be ‘outside’ of the queer com-
munity, because our identities and experiences are interconnected. Cur-
rently an issue I care about a lot is that of immigration.”

When did you start questioning gender?
 “Probably around the time I was first told that little girls aren’t supposed 
to whistle, or put their hands in their pockets. I just did not understand 
the need for arbitrary gender roles and hated being restricted in any which 
way.”

how do you explain the way you feel about gender to others? 
 “I don’t typically have a standard explanation. My own understanding is 
always evolving and is often informed by dialogues I have with others.”

What do you think is the most pressing issues facing trans people?
 “I believe they are the issues that are most faced by the most vulnerable 
in our community—transwomen of color, who bear the burden of the in-
tersections of society’s transmisogyny, racism, genderism, sexism and many 
times classism, often brutally - violence, unemployment, poverty, home-
lessness.”

COMPILED BY KATE SOSIN

Photo by Tanya Ellison

To nominate a person
 for T in the life, email: Kate Sosin 

sosin@windycitytimes.com

T.J. Jourian Tin the LIFE

When Richard Z. Wright learned in the late 
1980s that he was HIV-positive, he was con-
vinced he wouldn’t survive. “It was an auto-
matic death sentence back then,” he said.
 Wright admitted that soon after his diagno-
sis, he participated in many high-risk activi-
ties, including drug use and anonymous sex. 
“At that time, average HIV patients didn’t 
live two years” after being diagnosed, Wright 
said.
 Wright, about 15 years ago, had his a-ha 
moment that, yes, he could thrive—not just 
survive—with HIV. He said, “It might sound 
funny, but I’d often look at watch, look up 
to God [in heaven] and say, ‘What’s keeping 
you?’ God would reply to me that I would 
[die] on his time, not my time, that I still had 
something on earth that I hadn’t completed 
yet.
 “That’s when I started doing more for other 
people.”
 And that truly is Wright’s calling in 2012.
 “I’m dedicated to doing something for my 
community instead of focusing on own car-
nal desires,” said Wright who, every morn-
ing, does spiritual reading to help survive the 
daily grind. “My life now is all about helping 
others, and enjoying every day that has been 
given to me as a gift.”
 Wright was honored earlier this year by the 
Jeffery Pub on the city’s South Side as the 
Best Patron of the Year. “I guess [the award] 
is for [being] the best alcoholic,” joked 
Wright, who has been a patron at Jeffery Pub 
“even when I shouldn’t have been,” dating back to when he was only 17.
 The pub is reportedly the oldest predominantly Black gay bar in the United States in its original 
location.
 “Being a gay person of color, we still have a way to go in the gay community,” Wright said. “The 
biggest change in the gay world 
that I’ve seen is, young people not 
really realizing the struggle for the 
freedom that the older generation 
went through so they have what 
they do today. The younger gen-
eration has no idea what went on, 
what we endured and encountered, 
such as police raids, and so much 
more.”
 Columbia College and the Univer-
sity of Chicago give Wright 50-100 
tickets for each their theatrical 
performances, which Wright do-
nates to senior citizens and veter-
ans, mostly within the LGBT com-
munity.

GAYin the
LIFE

Richard Z. Wright
TEXT BY rOSS FOrMAN

PhOTOS COUrTESY OF WrIGhT

Age
56

Neighborhood
South Shore area of Chicago

Job title
Activist and advocator 

Hobbies
Theater and reading

Relationship status
“Peter Pan syndrome”

Cubs or White Sox
White Sox

Favorite football team
New Orleans Saints 

Personal hero
His grandfather (Sidney Harrington 
Smith), who raised nine children 
during the Great Depression

Current hero
Charlene Eure, his mom 

Little-known fact
Until age 7, he stuttered.

Wright with mother Charlene Eure (above) and 
with grandparents (below).
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.

WINDY CITY
TIMESVIEWPoINTs

Free speech
Speech comes with responsibility. Early on in 
life most of us are taught by means of gentle 
persuasion or violent response that words, like 
deeds, have consequence. A polite admonition 
or a punch in the nose can be the clear result of 
the power of words.
  Nakoula Basseley Nakoula, an Egyptian-Amer-
ican Coptic Christian living in Cerritos, Calif., is 
part of a group called the NACA, the National 
American Coptic Assembly. The organization is 
decidedly anti-Islamic, and apparently Nakoula 
decided to make a video voicing this opinion. 
The clip was posted July 2.
  Originally, a fellow named Sam Bacile; an al-
leged Israeli-American real estate developer 
took credit for the highly amateurish YouTube 
clip. As the story unfolded though it was re-
vealed that Sam Bacile is a pseudo name.
 Furthermore, in an article published in The 
Atlantic, Jeffrey Goldberg quotes Steve Klein, a 
man who claims to have been involved in the 
video’s production. Klein is quoted as saying 
the film is not Israeli, and that Nakoula is not 
Jewish. Others report that the 80 cast and crew 
members hired for the film were misled about 
the true nature of Nakoula’s intent, and that the 
audio portion of the 14 minute film was altered 
after production to insert anti-Islamic rhetoric. 
 So what does this all mean? 
 Words, rumor and innuendo spread like wild-
fire, especially when those words create havoc, 

murder and an international diplomatic night-
mare. But, one indisputable truth remains. 
 A crude video production entitled “The In-
nocence of Muslims” originated in the United 
States. The film portrayed Mohammad as a wom-
anizer, a homosexual and a child abuser. Clearly 
a womanizing/child-abusing gay man is at the 
least a colorful fictional character, but unfortu-
nately the target audiences of die-hard Muslims 
aren’t particularly well-suited for humor, irony or 
tolerance. The sixth-century Buddhas of Bami-
yan are sad proof.
 J. Christopher Stevens, the U.S. ambassador to 
Libya, is dead. 
 Tyronne Woods and Glen Doherty, former Navy 
SEALS died trying to protect their colleagues. A 
fourth U.S. resident, Foreign Service Officer Sean 
Smith, is dead as well.
 Now, the conundrum: Did angry and irratio-
nal religious zealots murder these men or did 
Nakoula, the true incarnation of the man who 
produced the film that provoked the mob. Who 
is responsible for the murder of those U.S. citi-
zens?
 Obviously the mob was the sword. They did the 
murdering. But could it be argued that Nakoula 
was the hand wielding that sword?
 For years it’s been an accepted truth that one 
must not yell, “fire” in a crowded movie theater. 
In a case that had nothing to do with theater, 
the Espionage Act of 1917, it was successful-
ly argued that the abridgment of free speech 
was on occasion permissible when free speech 
presented a “clear and present danger.” Shout-
ing “fire” in a movie theater became the prime 
example of the exception to first amendment 
rights.
 Yelling “fire” or more precisely, knowing to not 
yell fire would seem to be a simple function of 
common sense, but common sense is often as 
rare as Bhuddas in Afghanistan.
 We live at a time when the power of words is 

growing exponentially. The unbounded growth 
of social media and the worldwide platform of 
the World Wide Web know few limits. Huge soap-
boxes and masses of irrational people are a vola-
tile combination.
 With all due respect to my religious friends, 
religion is, by definition, irrational. Any insti-
tution, large or small, that places faith before 
fact and reason is an easy mark and subject to 
manipulation. Faith is key to all religion and 
therefore, easy prey to those with the will to in-
cite and an eye for mischief. Some religions are 
more primed for abuse than others, and it can’t 
be denied that the fringe of Moslem religions is 
especially and rabidly intolerant. 
 But again, are other world religions at least 
partially responsible for fueling Muslim zealotry? 
 These are questions that really have no an-
swer. The truth shifts with the perspective of the 
viewer. These questions do make for good din-
ner conversation and great debates, but when 
people die, the debate becomes more horrifying 
and less interesting.
 We are all children at the end of the day—dan-
gerous children with adult tools at our disposal. 
So when a cyberbully drives a teen to suicide 
or a would-be filmmaker incites a mob to vio-
lence, and when there is direct cause and effect, 
should there be a gentle admonition or a punch 
in the nose in response to the provoker’s provo-
cation?
 Societies, in general, and journalists, in par-
ticular, have a lot to consider, especially now 
that anyone with a computer and an Internet 
connection is now effectively a journalist. 
 We are all journalists, and we must strive to 
choose our words carefully. 
 The theater is very real, and the threat of fire 
can be just as dangerous as the real thing. 
 Kurt Niece writes about visual arts and so-
cial commentary. he is a freelance journalist 
and author from Lakewood, Ohio.

LETTERs

KuRT
NIECE

A dutiful mind

Dear Windy City Times:
 
Thank you for the informative article regarding 
recent statements by the American Psychiatric 
Association that support gender-affirming care; 
condemn discrimination against transgender in-
dividuals; and call for policies and practices that 
are consistent with supporting the physical and 
mental health of transgender/gender-variant in-
dividuals. The article does an excellent job of 
elucidating the importance of major health and 
mental health organizations in setting the stan-
dard in our fields to both eradicate old, less-
informed practices and support up-to-date best 
practices and standards.
  The phrase “mental institutions” attributed to 
me in the article could be misleading to most 
readers. I would not have spoken about men-
tal institutions in this context. I was discussing 
mental-health organizations. To someone in our 
field, a mental institution is a facility that treats 
mental illness. There is a long history of LGBTQ 
people having been inappropriately “treated” in 
mental institutions in an effort to make us fit 
in with the cultural majority. In my work as a 
psychologist, I’ve treated people who were hor-
ribly physically and psychologically traumatized 
by those old practices. 
 Organizations such as the American Psycho-
logical Association and the American Psychiatric 
Association guide standards of care and prac-
tice in the United States. These standards of 
care inform, or should inform, the practices in 
mental institutions/psychiatric-care facilities, 

psychiatrists and psychologists as well as influ-
encing what is taught to the next generation 
of mental health practitioners. The quote should 
have stated “…major health and mental-health 
organizations are saying about transgender and 
gender-variant individuals.” 
  Again, thank you for spreading the word about 
advancements in the policies and practices of 
health and mental health organizations regard-
ing LGBTQ people. It is a powerful message 
with far-reaching impact that no major medi-
cal, psychiatric, social-work or psychological 
organizations in the United States support any 
treatments designed to change LGBTQ individu-
als into being anything but ourselves. 
 
Dr. Claudia Mosier
Center on Halsted

Helping youth

Letter to the Editor:

The concern for homeless LGBT youth in our very 
diverse communities has brought out the best 
from part of the people of faith in these com-
munities. Many small Protestant churches and 
Jewish temples are providing services to this 
homeless population, and yet the largest reli-
gious social service provider in the metropolitan 
area of Chicago is not. Reasonable people ask 
why that is; however, more importantly, why 
have Mayor Rahm Emanuel, 44th Ward Ald. Tom 
Tunney and 46th Ward Ald.James Cappleman not 
asked that same question?
 The Rainbow Sash Movement (LGBT Catholics) 

joins Henry Bayer, executive director of AFSCME 
Council 31, who said, “Contracting out this criti-
cally important program to Catholic Charities 
raises concerns for its ability and willingness to 
appropriately serve the many diverse individuals 
who need help.”
 Ed Shurna, executive director of the Chicago 
Coalition for the Homeless, said, “The focus on 
kids is right-on. If you could stabilize kids, give 
‘em a good place to live and an education, then 
you’re gonna stop homelessness before it re-
peats itself.
 “In the public schools, there are over 17,000 
kids who are doubled-up. Their parents don’t 
have the resources to pay for the rent, so they’re 
doubled up with relatives or friends. ”
 That’s even more so for LGBT homeless youth 
whose parents may have kicked them out of 
their homes because of whom they are only to 
find safety from other homeless LGBT youth.
 What is Chicago Catholic Charities doing for 
this challenged population—absolutely noth-
ing? One of the largest Catholic churches (Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel) in the area appears to be 
more concerned with the Pride Parade passing 
by its front doors than about ministering to this 
endangered population. 
 This is a very sad commentary on the gospel 
values this Catholic community and Chicago 
Catholic Charities claim to be promoting. It is 
time for the Catholic community in Boystown 
to become good neighbors and give sight to 
its blindness when it comes to homeless LGBT 
youth.
Joe Murray, Executive Director
Rainbow Sash Movement (LGBT Catholics)
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BY SCOTT C. MOrGAN
 
“Theater is so gay!” 
 About Face Theatre has used this expression in 
the past as a badge of pride rather than a homo-
phobic putdown. And the expression is also very 
true, since the theater community has histori-
cally been accepting of LGTB creative types.
 But when it comes to compiling a list of Chi-
cago-area LGBT shows for the fall season, where 
do you begin or end? Do you only include shows 
with LGBT characters like in Terrence McNally’s 
Corpus Christi? Or does the list extend to works 
by queer authors or theater artists that might 
not feature any overt LGBT characters, like in 
Tennessee Williams’ Sweet Bird of Youth? And 
what about shows that aren’t specifically queer, 
but have big gay followings like the musical 
Dreamgirls?
 Taking these questions into account, here’s 
a rundown of shows by category that hopefully 
should interest ardent theatergoers who are also 
on the lookout for material with LGBT ties.

World and local premieres
 Kinky Boots, Bank of America Theatre, Oct. 
2-Nov. 4. Perhaps the highest-profile show of 
the fall season is this pre-Broadway world pre-
miere featuring an original score by pop icon 
Cyndi Lauper and a book by award-winning out 
performer/playwright Harvey Fierstein. Kinky 
Boots is based on the British film of the same 
name that follows a struggling shoe manufactur-
er who takes the advice of a drag queen to start 
producing plus-size fetish footwear as a way to 
save the business from going under. 800-775-
2000 or www.broadwayinchicago.com

 CLEAr: A New Musical Experience, About 
Face Theatre at Millennium Park Pritzker Pavil-
ion, Oct. 11-13. This concert musical featuring a 
score by Paul Oakley Stovall, with additional mu-
sic by Stew (Passing Strange), jumps about the 
globe to find out that change is inevitable and 
can be revolutionary. 773-784-8565, ext. 11, or 
www.aboutfacetheatre.com
 At the Flash, Pride Films and Plays at Center 
on Halsted’s Hoover-Leppen Theater, Nov. 16-
Dec. 16. This comic drama by Sean Chandler and 
David Leeper condenses LGBT history through 
the stories of five characters: a closeted man in 
the 1960s, a Black drag queen in the 1970s, a 
club kid in the 1980s, a lesbian activist in the 
1990s and an entrepreneur in the 2000s. www.
pridefilmsandplays.com
 2012 Gay Screenplay Weekend, Pride Films 
and Plays at Center on Halsted’s Hoover-Leppen 
Theater, Oct. 19-21. Pride Films and Plays ar-
tistic director David Zak oversees this weekend 
of staged readings of new screenplays all with 
overtly LGBT characters and plot angles. www.
pridefilmsandplays.com  

revivals
 These shows have already played Chicago, but 
they’re always new to somebody in the audience.
 Sweet Bird of Youth, Goodman Theatre, now 
to Oct. 25. Out director David Cromer’s plans to 
direct this Tennessee Williams drama on Broad-
way fell through, but thanks to the Goodman 
Theatre he gets a chance to stage it now in 
Chicago. Academy Award-nominee Diane Lane 
(Unfaithful) and Finn Wittrock both star in this 
disturbing tale of a faded Hollywood starlet who 
has been dragged by a gigolo back to his dan-

gerous Southern hometown. 312-443-3800 or 
www.goodmantheatre.org
 My First Time, Broken Nose Theatre at Green-
house Theater Center, now to Oct. 26. This hit 
off-Broadway show is back, detailing stories 
about people’s first-time sexual experiences and 
also getting the audience into the action by in-
corporating a pre-show poll. 773-404-7336 or 
www.greenhousetheater.org
 Corpus Christi, Center on Halsted, Sept. 29-
30. This special event, co-sponsored by Michael 
Leppen, features a performance by 108 Produc-
tions of the 1998 Terrence McNally play that 
retells the story of Jesus if he was living as a 
gay man in 1950s Texas. It’s also paired with a 
film documentary called Corpus Christi-Playing 

With Redemption, which follows the theater 
troupe, McNally and audiences around the world 
by capturing voices of support and protest over 
“that gay Jesus play.” Tickets are available for 
the play and film separately or together. www.
corpuschristi-themovie.com
 Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, Oak Park 
Festival Theatre at Madison Street Studio The-
atre, Oct. 4-Nov. 11. Irish playwright Frank Mc-
Guiness explores how three men—an American, 
an Irishman and an Englishman—cope with be-
ing held hostage in this acclaimed play from the 
1990s. 708-445-4440 or www.oakparkfestival.
com

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

The film how to Survive a Plague takes a look at what the group ACT UP did to advance the fight against AIDS. See page 32.

FEATURE
Just desserts.

Page 40.
Photo of cannoli at Johnny

Brown Bag by Meghan Streit

‘Stag’ party.
Page 24. 

Photo from The Iron Stag King,
Part One, by Michael Brosilow

Seeing wed.
Page 39. 

Photo of Connie Pare and Jessica 
Shagena from Amanda Hein

DISH THEATER

TAKING ACTION

Photo by 
William 
Lucas 
Walker

FALL THEATER SPECIAL

LGBT fall preview

David Cromer, director of Sweet Bird of Youth. Photo from the John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation

Turn to page 27



BY MArY ShEN BArNIDGE

Halloween, All Saints and the Day of the Dead 
arrive right in the middle of autumn, but they’re 
only three days, so you can’t blame them for this 
year’s abundance of plays exploring the super-
natural, the mythic and the mystical. Even plays 
we don’t usually associate with freaks and phan-
toms have their otherworldly elements. (Where 
would Hamlet be without a ghost to kick off the 
action?)
 “We are surrounded, at all times, by the Un-
known and Unknowable,” said Robert Kauzlaric, 
whose adaptation of Wilkie Collins’ old-dark-
house thriller The Woman in White continues 
at Lifeline Theatre through Oct. 28 (773-761-
4477; www.lifelinetheatre.com), adding, “We 
find a primal comfort in the resolution of a well-
crafted story, when we can enjoy, if only for a 
moment, a bit of order and sense in our chaotic 
lives.” 
 Terry McCabe, director of Frankenstein, adapt-
ed by Bo List and opening at City Lit on Oct. 2 
(773-293-3682; www.citylit.org), looked inward 
for his explanation: “Many of the great horror 
stories are about the monster inside each of us. 
They provide us a way to understand ourselves 
better.” Eric Hoff, who directs Red Tape Theatre’s 
production of The Skriker, running through Oct. 
20 (773-525-0844; www.redtapetheatre.org), 
concurred, speaking of Caryl Churchill’s caveat 
on the old Celtic spirits rising up against modern 
disbelievers, “Excessive consumerism and cor-
porate greed led this country astray. To restore 
order, we must confront our own demons, and 
in doing so, reckon with Mother Nature and her 
army of creatures.”
 Mother Nature is at the heart of Edward Albee’s 
Seascape, running at Remy Bumppo until Oct. 
14 (773-404-7336; www.remybumppo.org), with 

its themes of Darwinian evolution, but company 
artistic director Nick Sandys rejected esoteric 
speculations: “Theater nowadays is rediscover-
ing its own imaginative strengths, rather than 
copying Hollywood. Symbol and metaphor allow 
multiple perspectives to exist simultaneously, 
and what better way to engage an audience than 
to give them a puzzle?”
   House Theatre of Chicago’s The Iron Stag King 
(continuing through Oct. 21. 773-769-3832; 
www.thehousetheatre.com) also looks backward 
into the unwritten stories shaping our culture, 
with authors Nathan Allen and Chris Mathews 
cobbling together Northern European and Native 
American lore to forge a high-fantasy epic tril-
ogy likely to spark memories of their three-part 
Valentine series ten years ago. “Both science-
fiction and fantasy comment on the human 
condition, one from the future, and the other 
from the past,” explained Mathews. “They take 
us outside of the immediate to explore the pos-
sibilities from a wider point of view.”
 That brings us to memories—those everyday 
out-of-body experiences, invoked by present oc-
currences recalling past events—but first, a look 
at some other adventures in the realm of the 
non-corporeal:
 For hardcore horror fans, there’s WildClaw The-
atre scare-master Charley Sherman’s adaptation 
of Clive Barker’s creepsterly The Life of Death—
featuring a London Christmas, a decayed church, 
a serial killer, a brave young woman and a 
mysterious benefactor—which opens at The 
Storefront on Oct. 4 (312-742-8497; www.wild-
clawtheatre.com). Those preferring shivers to 
shrieks will welcome Sam Shepard’s Geography 
of a horse-Dreamer at Mary-Arrchie Theater, 
running through Oct. 28 (773-871-0442; www.
maryarrchie.com); The Madness of Edgar Allan 
Poe at First Folio’s shadowy atmospheric Tudor 

mansion in Oak Brook that’s opening Sept. 29 
(630-986-8067; www.firstfolio.org); and the 
aforementioned hamlet at Writers Theatre in 
Glencoe that continues through Nov. 11 (847-
242-6000; www.writerstheatre.org).
 One can also delve theological mysteries 
with Lookingglass Theatre’s revival of the wa-
tery Metamorphoses, which opens Sept. 29 
(312-337-0665; www.lookingglasstheatre.org) 
or American Theater Company’s Marian Agnes 
of God, running in repertory with Doubt and 
opening Oct.1 (773-409-4152; www.atcweb.
org). New Millennium Theatre presents the goofy 
Bride-of-Frankenstein-meets-Quentin-Tarantino 
spectacle Kill viktor, opening Sept. 28 (773-
975-8150; www.newmilleniumtheatre.com), but 
if you consider brains to be more than fodder for 
reanimated corpses, check out the Twilight Zone 
vibes when a zombie-hunt video game takes 
on a life of its own in Jennifer Haley’s Primus 
award-winning requisition of Doom (opening 
Oct. 7) or the War of the Worlds undertones in 

Partypool (opening Oct. 14), both at Strawdog 
Theatre (866-811-4111; www.strawdog.org).
 Sometimes, though, the specter of a remem-
bered favorite is enough to provide respite from 
our own earthly cares. The next few months will 
offer such classics as Tennessee Williams’ Sweet 
Bird of Youth at the Goodman, directed by David 
Cromer and opening Sept. 24 (312-443-3800; 
www.goodmantheatre.org); Eugene O’Neill’s 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night, performed by 
Eclipse Theatre, opening Nov. 4 (773-935-6875; 
www.eclipsetheatre.com); and The Big Knife, 
Clifford Odets’ attack on Hollywood values—one 
of the first in a prolific genre—running at Raven 
Theatre to Nov. 11 (773-338-2177; www.raven-
theatre.com). For South Side playgoers, August 
Wilson’s Jitney continues at Court Theatre to 
Oct. 14 (773-753-4472; www.courttheatre.org) 
and James Baldwin’s The Amen Corner, directed 
by Runako Jahi, at ETA to Oct. 21 (773-752-
3955; www.etacreativearts.org). We get a few 
laughs, too—Northlight opens Neil Simon’s The 
Odd Couple on Nov. 9 (847-673-6300; www.
northlight.org).
 More recent remounts include the revival of 
Rivendell Theatre Ensemble’s award-winning 
Wrens, playing through Oct. 13 (773-334-7728; 
www.rivendelltheatre.org); the return of the Na-
tional Theater of Scotland’s Black Watch, open-
ing for a short run on Oct. 10 (312-595-5600; 
www.chicagoshakes.com); and the transfer-ex-
tension of Steep Theater’s sold-out family drama 
Moment at Theater Wit starting Sept. 21 (866-
811-4111; www.theaterwit.org). 
 The most eagerly anticipated Ghost of The-
atergoing Past, however, is the resurrection 
of Will Kern’s hellcab, the sleeper hit that 
drew audiences to the late Famous Door The-
atre throughout most of the 1990s, opening at 
Profiles Theatre Nov. 15 (773-549-1815; www.
profilestheatre.org), just in time to usher in the 
holidays.
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FALL THEATER SPECIAL

A walk on the
spooky side

remy Bumppo’s Seascape. Photo courtesy of Leigh Allan

The Woman in White. Photo by Suzanne Plunkett

‘Seven Deadly Sins
Festival’ thru Oct. 7
 The Neapolitans are set to present its 
“Seven Deadly Sins Festival” Thursdays-
Sundays through Oct. 7.
 Each of the plays has a theme that cor-
responds with one of the seven deadly sins 
(wrath, greed, pride, sloth, lust, envy and 
gluttony).
 General admission is $20 and festival 
passes are $75 ($10 and $50, respectively, 
for students and senior citizens). Tickets 
are available at the Viaduct Theater at 773-
296-6024 or www.viaducttheater.com, or 
through Ticketweb.com. 
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2012/13 SEASON

DON’T MISS A MOMENT.
FIVE STORIES ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN THE PAST COMES KNOCKING...

THE MOTHERF**KER 
WITH THE HAT
DECEMBER 27, 2012 - MARCH 3, 2013
By STEPHEN ADLY GUIRGIS
Directed by ensemble member  
ANNA D. SHAPIRO

“Hysterical and irreverent” —New Yorker“Tough and tender play about the insurmountable 
 class divide.” —Variety

GOOD PEOPLE
SEPTEMBER 13 - NOVEMBER 11, 2013
By Pulitzer Prize-winner DAVID LINDSAY-ABAIRE
Directed by ensemble member K. TODD FREEMAN
Featuring ensemble members ALANA ARENAS, 
MARIANN MAYBERRY and MOLLY REGAN

THE BIRTHDAY PARTY
JANUARY 24 - MAY 19, 2013
By Nobel laureate HAROLD PINTER
Directed by ensemble member AUSTIN PENDLETON
Featuring ensemble members IAN BARFORD, 
FRANCIS GUINAN, MOIRA HARRIS and
JOHN MAHONEY

“Harold Pinter…the most influential and imitated  
dramatist of his generation” —The New York Times

HEAD OF PASSES
APRIL 4 - JUNE 9, 2013
By ensemble member TARELL ALVIN MCCRANEY
Directed by ensemble member TINA LANDAU
Featuring ensemble members ALANA ARENAS, 
K. TODD FREEMAN, JON MICHAEL HILL 
and TIM HOPPER

“Tarell Alvin McCraney…without question, the hottest 
young playwright in America” —Chicago Tribune

BELLEVILLE
JUNE 27 - AUGUST 25, 2013 
By AMY HERZOG
Directed by ANNE KAUFFMAN
Featuring ensemble members ALANA ARENAS 
and KATE ARRINGTON

“Thrillingly good…a nail-biting psychological 
thriller.” —The New York Times Subscribe Now. 

Guarantee your seats  
for as little as $140. 
steppenwolf.org/subscribe 
312-335-1650

SUBSCRIBE 
AND NEVER 
HEAR THE 
WORDS 
“SOLD OUT.”

http://www.steppenwolf.org/subscribe
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BY vICKI CrAIN

Chicago’s fall dance season officially kicked off 
last weekend with performances at Links Hall, 
The Dance Center, The Drucker Center and Defi-
brillator Gallery. 
 While every new season offers the promise of 
great dance, this fall is extremely lush. From an-
niversaries (Hubbard Street Dance Chicago 35, 
Giordano Dance Chicago 50) to revivals (Joffrey 
Ballet presenting Kurt Jooss’ 1967 The Green 
Table) to visiting touring companies (Gallim 
Dance, Trey McIntyre Project, Moscow Ballet), 
the Windy City is bringing its dance talent to a 
new level. Get out your calendar; this season is 
going to be busy.

September
 Cover Band features five local choreographers 
recreating works from the Chicago Moving Com-
pany at Hamlin Park Fieldhouse Theater, 3035 
N. Hoyne Ave., Thursday-Friday, Sept. 20-21, at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $12-$15; visit www.brown-
papertickets.com/event/260329.
 Chicago repertory Ballet performs at The 
Ruth Page Center for the Arts, 1016 N. Dearborn 
St., Friday-Saturday, Sept. 21-22, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20-$25; available at www. brown-
papertickets.com/event/260866.
 Zephyr Dance presents “allowances and oc-
curances” at Defibrillator Performance Art Gal-
lery, 1136 N. Milwaukee Ave., Friday-Sunday, 
Sept. 21-22, at 7 p.m. Tickets are $11; visit 
www.zephyrdance.com.
 Kota Yamazaki/Fluid hug-hug will be at The 
Dance Center of Columbia College, 1306 S. Mich-
igan Ave., Thursday-Saturday, Sept. 27-29, at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $26-$30; call 312-369-8330 or 
visit www.colum.edu/dancecenter.

October
 harvest Chicago Contemporary Dance Festi-
val will take place at the Ruth Page Center for the 
Arts, 1016 N. Dearborn St., Friday-Saturday, Oct. 

5-6, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, October 7, at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $18-$25; call 312-952-3615 or visit 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/266772.
 Ballet Folklorico de Mexico performs at the 
Auditorium Theatre at Roosevelt University, 50 
E. Congress Pkwy., Saturday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, Oct. 7, at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30-
$74; call 312-982-2787 or visit www.ticketmas-
ter.com.
 Brooklyn-based Gallim Dance makes its Chi-
cago debut at The Dance Center of Columbia Col-
lege, 1306 S. Michigan Ave., Thursday-Saturday, 
Oct. 11-13, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $26-$30; call 
312-369-8330 or visit www.colum.edu/dance-
center.
 Luna Negra Dance Theater’s one-night-only 
performance of Reencuentros is at the Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph 
St., Saturday, Oct. 13, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25-
$65; call 312-334-7777 or visit www.harristhe-
aterchicago.org.
 The Joffrey Ballet presents “Human Land-
scapes” at the Auditorium Theatre at Roosevelt 
University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 17-20, at 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 20-21, at 2 p.m., 
as well as Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 27, at 7:30 
p.m. and Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 27-28, at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $31-$152; call 800-982-2787 or visit 
www.ticketmaster.com.
 hubbard Street Dance Chicago presents its 
first full evening work One Thousand Pieces at 
the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. 
Randolph St., Thursday, Oct. 18, at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 19-20, at 8 p.m. and Sun-
day, Oct. 21, at 3 p.m. Tickets are $25-$94; call 
312-850-9744 or visit www.hubbardstreetdance.
com.
 The Seldoms’ 10th-anniversary season contin-
ues with “Exit Disclaimer: Science” and “Fiction 
Ahead” at The Dance Center of Columbia College, 
1306 S. Michigan Ave., Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 
25-27, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $26-$30; call 312-
369-8330 or visit www.colum.edu/dancecenter.
 Giordano Dance Chicago’s fall engagement 
includes two world premieres at the Harris The-
ater of Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St., 
Friday-Saturday, Oct. 26-27, at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $15-$60; call 312-334-7777 or visit www.
harristheaterchicago.org. 
 The Leopold Group and Bread and roses 
Productions present “A Correct Likeness” at the 
Defibrillator Performance Art Gallery, 1136 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., Saturdays, Oct. 27 and Decem-
ber 1, at 8 p.m. and Sundays, Oct. 28 and Dec. 
2, at 5 p.m. Tickets are $20; visit www.brownpa-
pertickets.com/event/264244 or call 847-702-
5493.
 The festival Dance Chicago opens Saturday, 
Oct. 20, at 8 p.m. and runs through Saturday, 
Dec. 1, at the Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. 
Southport Ave. Tickets are $17-$30; for more 
information and performance details call 773-
935-6860 or visit www.athenaeumtheatre.org. 

November
 Canada’s royal Winnipeg Ballet presents 
“Moulin Rouge: The Ballet at the Auditorium 
Theatre” at Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress 
Pkwy., Friday, Nov. 2, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 
November 3, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 3, at 2 
p.m. Tickets are $30-$74; call 800-982-2787 or 
visit www.ticketmaster.com.
 river North Dance Chicago welcomes four 
new dancers to the company for its fall engage-
ment at the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 
205 E. Randolph St., Friday-Saturday, Nov. 16-
17, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $30-$75; call 312-334-
7777 or visit www.harristheaterchicago.org.
 Chicago human rhythm Project invites Van-
couver-based ScrapArtsMusic to share the stage 
for “Global Rhythms 8” at the Harris Theater for 
Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph St., Saturday, 

FALL DANCE SPECIAL

Autumnal abundance

Joffrey Ballet in Kurt Jooss’ The Green Table. 
Photo by herbert Migdoll

SUBVERSIVELY FUNNY! 
THE PAST COLLIDES WITH THE PRESENT WHEN MARGIE WALSH LOSES 
HER JOB AND REACHES OUT TO HER OLD FLAME MIKE FOR HELP. 

Tickets start at just $20
Buy tickets at steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650

GOOD PEOPLE
BY PULITZER PRIZE-WINNER DAVID LINDSAY-ABAIRE
DIRECTED BY ENSEMBLE MEMBER K. TODD FREEMAN
Featuring ensemble members Alana Arenas, 
Mariann Mayberry and Molly Regan with Will Allan, 
Keith Kupferer and Lusia Strus

SEPTEMBER 13 – NOVEMBER 11, 2012

Corporate Production SponsorCorporate Presenting Sponsor

http://www.steppenwolf.org
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Nov. 24, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 25, at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $15-$55; call 312-334-7777 or 
visit www.harristheaterchicago.org.
 Trey McIntyre Project brings the Chicago pre-
miere of “Ladies and Gentle Men” to the Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Randolph 
St., Friday, November 30, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $15-$55; call 312-334-7777 or visit www.
harristheaterchicago.org.

December
 Moscow Ballet’s “Great Russian Nutcracker” 
plays the Akoo Theatre at Rosemont, 5400 N. 
River Rd., Rosemont, Sunday, Dec. 2, at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $66-$86.50; visit www.ticketmaster.
com.
 Joffrey Ballet presents “The Nutcracker” at 
the Auditorium Theatre, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., 
Dec. 7-27. Tickets are $31-$117; call 800-982-
2787 or visit www.ticketmaster.com.

The Seldoms. Photo by Brian Kuhlmann.

‘Secret History of 
Love’ at Links Hall 
Oct. 25-27
 The Secret History of Love—Sean Dorsey’s 
take on secret love affairs and the underground 
ways that LGBT people find love—will run at 
Links Hall, 3435 N. Sheffield Ave., Suite 207, on 
Oct. 25-27.
 The Secret History of Love is the culmination 
of a two-year research process in which Dorsey 
conducted extensive archival research and a na-
tional LGBT elders oral-history project. A press 

release adds that the production “features full-
bodied, luscious dancing and first-hand tales 
of tremendous risk, passionate love, impossible 
courage, heart-breaking loss and bold resis-
tance.”
 Preceding the production is the GenderFest 
pre-show. On Oct. 25, Ellie Navidson will per-
form spoken word; the Youth Empowerment 
Performance Project will perform Oct. 26; and 
transgender activist KOKUMO will entertain Oct. 
27. A screening of “and then there were two...” 
will follow each performance.
 The pre-show is at 7:30 p.m., with Dorsey’s 
show at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10-$15; see www.
LinksHall.org or call 773-281-0824.

The Secret history of Love. Photo by Lydia Daniller
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–The Huffington Post

–The New York Observer

–New York Post

http://www.broadwayinchicago.com
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BY JErrY NUNN

Actor Nelsan Ellis has kept audiences entertained 
for five seasons on the hit HBO show True Blood. 
Playing the flamboyant Lafayette Reynolds has 
paid off, as his character was killed early on in 
the book series but continues to thrive alive on 
the series. 
 He moved into the big screen in several films 
like The Help and Secretariat, and has more com-
ing down the pike. 
 Originally from Harvey, Ill., and an alumnus of 
a high school in Dolton, Ellis has now returned 
to his roots to begin a new project. Gathering a 
group of local friends together to form The Col-
lective Theatre, the company has now created 
its first production, HooDoo Love, which Ellis 
directs. 
 After watching an early rehearsal, Nunn sat 
down to talk to the man behind the voodoo. 
 Windy City Times: hi, Nelsan. Thanks for al-
lowing me to watch you rehearse. What have 
you directed before this production?
 Nelsan Ellis: I directed a play called Ugly that 
I wrote. My sister was murdered and as a way to 
sublimate, I wrote that play and directed it. I 
have directed a few short films but this is only 
my second time directing. 
 WCT: how did The Collective Theatre Com-
pany come together?
 NE: We all went to high school together and 
were thespians. We were the theater kids. We all 
were in plays together and have been friends 
ever since. Two years ago we went out to dinner 
and found ourselves in Chicago and just started 
a theater company. Now it is being realized. 
 WCT: This is your first production so the 
pressure is on! 
 NE: [Laughs] I am directing our inaugural play 
so, of course, I am a maniac. I’m trying to get it 
right. 
 WCT: Did you want to be an actor in the 
show?
 NE: I couldn’t be in the show because I didn’t 
know what my schedule would be. I wanted to 
direct it once we pared down three directors. 
Being our first production I thought one of us 
should direct it. I put my name in a bag and was 
picked.
 WCT: It looks like you are doing a great job. 
I saw improvements after your suggestions 
just now. 
 NE: I try. I am an actor, too, so it is natural for 
me to talk the same language. 
 WCT: You attended Julliard, so you must 
have picked up some tips there.
 NE: I learned a whole lot. We had classes with 
directors. All of our teachers were directors, so 
Julliard might as well be a theater education 
in directing. The acting teachers spoke from a 
standpoint of directors. We would spend all day 
on script analysis and bringing out what is really 
going on in the moment. As an actor, I follow 
my passion; as a director, I figure out what I am 
doing, what I am saying, why I have those pas-
sions and where it is directed.  
 WCT: You are not one of those directors who 
likes to get up and act out the scene to show 
an example, right?
 NE: No. I don’t agree with that method. Part 
of the beauty of being an actor is discovering all 
of that in yourself. I will get up and try to find 
the words to say it but I would never get up and 
act it out. That would be my point of view. My 

Ace would be completely different from other 
people’s versions because we have different life 
experiences and takes on things. 
 WCT: The story takes place in Tennessee. 
Are you working on accents?
 NE: We aren’t going to deal with accents. We 
are dealing with so many other things that are 
more important—like this bikini budget!
 WCT: What is the overall show about?
 NE: In a nutshell, it is about trying to have 
what doesn’t belong to you. Most of the char-
acters in the play want to have something that 
is not meant for them. It is meant for somebody 
else. The big story is [that] Toulou has a rela-
tionship with Ace. Ace gave his heart to his dead 
wife, Abby. Toulou wants him to be in love with 
her and possess him. He just comes in, has sex 
with her and goes. She wants to be married and 
have him forever. She schemes to Candy Lady to 
put a spell on him. He finds the bag for the spell 
and everything falls apart. 
 There is also a sub-story with her brother, Jib, 
who had been molesting her. That story is to 
show the way she is because of trauma by men. 
She is just looking for love and has never had it. 
 WCT: Is there content for gay audiences?
 NE: It is about how complex humanity is. If 
that is not for a gay audience, then I don’t know 
what is. Absolutely it is for a gay audience, a 
white audience, a Black audience, because you 
are dealing with someone that just wants to be 
loved and people who love the wrong individual. 
I think that is universal. 
 WCT: What is your long-term goal for this 
theater company?
 NE: Like anybody, we want it to be successful. 
Success for us would be owning our own theater 
and producing work that is wildly respected by 
the public. We are just great friends who love 
theater and spend all of our money on it! We 
hope for the best and would like it to be like 
Lookingglass Theatre.
 WCT: That space is breathtaking, so it’s a 
good goal to have. You have some great proj-
ects coming out. Tell me about playing Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Lee Daniels’ film The Butler.
 NE: It is a small part but there is a lot of pres-
sure that I did it right! [Laughs] It was amazing 
working with Liev Schreiber. 
 WCT: You wrapped Gods Behaving Badly, 
with Edie Falco and Sharon Stone. 
 NE: That was a fun project. It’s a comedy. 
 WCT: It doesn’t seem you are sitting around 
between seasons of True Blood. 
 NE: It can make you lazy. It would be easy 
to wait until the show starts taping but I am 
literally taking a two-month break after this 
play just to take my kid to school and back. If I 
didn’t have this True Blood thing, then I would 
be on the grind and on the hustle. I have been 
fortunate and God has been good. I have gotten 
some great projects. 
 WCT: Your character on True Blood was 
killed off in the books a long time ago so it 
must be a huge compliment that they have 
kept you on. 
 NE: Alan Ball has really taken care of me. 
 WCT: Did you know someone that you mod-
eled Lafayette after?
 NE: I modeled him after my mother. I had nev-
er even seen people like that until years later of 
playing Lafayette. My mother did the head thing 
and the hand movements. I can mix my mother’s 
femininity with me and it comes off as real. I 
have been watching her move all of my life. 
 WCT: I read you were friends with rutina 
Wesley, who plays Tara, before True Blood 
started. 
 NE: Yes, we went to Julliard together. I got the 
part first. The part was between Rutina and an-
other woman. Rutina was in a play in New York 
and couldn’t fly for the audition to meet Alan 
Ball so the part went to the other woman. When 
she was able to come to meet him she then got 
the part; this was after the pilot was shot. She 
called me and said, “We are going to be working 

Nelsan Ellis. Photo by ryan Bourque
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BY JErrY NUNN

Singer Nathan Pacheco will arrive for a concert 
this November for Chicago audiences. He has 
two PBS specials—one that aired last month 
with another in December—and a self-titled 
album. He has been compared to Josh Groban 
and Andrea Bocelli, and possesses a catalogue 
that ranges from Puccini to Leonard Cohen. His 
producer on the new record, Leo Z, has worked 
with all of them, bringing a sound that crosses 
genres easily. 

He sings in four languages, with 15 years 
experience singing in Italian. 

Windy City Times had lunch with the singer to 
get to know him better.

Windy City Times: hello, Nathan. I heard 
you were trained classically. 

Nathan Pacheco: Yes, it has been a work in 
progress but I started studying privately with 
a teacher in high school. My older sister is an 
opera singer so she was studying at the time. 
I was exposed to what she was doing. I was 
always raised with classical music in the home 
whether it was piano or violin. I took lessons 
and didn’t sound too good at first but kept 
working at it. I am still studying with a teacher 
in Manhattan. 

WCT: So you have to continue to take 
lessons?

NP: Absolutely, and work [the] voice. 
WCT: how do you take care of your voice?
NP: The best thing for me is to get adequate 

rest and stay healthy. When I don’t sleep, which 
is actually a challenge on the road going from 
city to city, the first thing to go are the high 
notes. There is only so much that you can give. 
Just like if you were an athlete and didn’t 
rest your body you can blow out a muscle or 
something. It is similar with the voice. 

WCT: You are currently traveling around 
promoting a PBS special?

NP: Yes; the special came out a few weeks 
ago and is being aired in Chicago soon. I am 
in promotion mode right now in preparation for 
the album release and a tour I will be doing 
in November. It is a miniature tour, which will 
be followed by a full on tour next February and 
March. 

WCT: Will the PBS concert be sold on video 
at some point?

NP: Yes; in fact, PBS is offering the DVD, the 
CD and tour tickets. 

WCT: Does your self-titled album describe 
you? how did you pick the songs?

NP: That is a good question. It took a while. 
From start to finish it was a good two-year 
process. I worked with Leo Z, who produced the 
album. In my opinion, he is the most gifted 
musicians I have been able to work with. All the 
orchestrations he took care of on the album. He 
has a lot of talent with this crossover style but 
[he made] it him in a way and more accessible. 
He and I worked nonstop once Disney introduced 
me to him. We searched for the perfect cover 
songs we thought that would feature my voice 
well, but also songs I could resonate with. 

WCT: Tell me about some of them. 
NP: “Nessun Dorma” is a classic. Even people 

that don’t like opera like that song. There are 
songs like Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.” We also 
did a lot of writing. I love to compose so I wrote 
some with Leo and a few other writers out there. 
It was a huge discovery process. We tried to 
incorporate different elements of folk and pop 
and opera to blend them all together. Each one 
of those are genres of music that speak to me. 
I felt like as a result I would be able to keep an 
audience when I sing those kinds of songs. 

WCT: It sounds like you could cross over into 
the pop world, from what you are describing. 

NP: I will have to get you an album before it 
comes out and you will hear different elements 
of folk and pop. We have a bagpipe player 
that makes it sound even more like folk. His 
name is Eric Rigler who played on the Titanic 
Soundtrack, also on Braveheart. He brings an 
Irish folk element to it. I think this makes it 
unique as opposed to other crossover albums 
like Bocelli and Groban have done. 

WCT: What is your background?
NP: I am from Virginia. I was born and raised 

just outside of Washington, D.C. My last name 
comes from Brazil. My grandfather was from a 
town called Cubatao, south of San Paolo. 

WCT: You speak Portuguese and what other 
languages?

NP: It is my hobby to study Italian and 
Spanish as well, since I sing in those languages. 
One of the things I love besides singing is 
culture. I love being able to connect with 
people from different cultures by being able to 

communicating with them in other languages. 
It is a work in progress, like any muscle. If you 
don’t keep it up you lose parts of it, but I am 
determined to keep working at it. 

WCT: Many singers get the meaning fed 
to them, so it must be better to learn it for 
yourself. 

NP: I have noticed that it has helped me out 
tremendously, artistically. If you know what you 
are singing about you can put more heart into 
it, obviously. I’m grateful that I am taking this 
stuff seriously because it makes the concerts 
more worthwhile to me. I have fun because I am 
feeling the emotions of these songs and in turn 
can communicate this to others. 

WCT: You sang with Katherine Jenkins on a 
past tour in Europe. Were you with her when 
she played the house of Blues last year?

NP: No, I wasn’t with her then.
WCT: This was before she blew up on 

Dancing With the Stars.
NP: She was great on that. I didn’t know she 

was such a talented dancer. I was on tour with 
her right before that show filmed. A couple 
weeks after I was with her; then, I saw all of 
these incredible dance moves. 

WCT: I noticed at her show all of these 
young gay guys screaming for her on the side. 
She has a good gay following so maybe they 
will enjoy your take of opera too. 

NP: That would be awesome. I am very excited 
to share my show with the people of Chicago!

Look for Pacheco’s show at the harris 
Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. randolph 
St., on Tuesday, Nov. 13, at 7 p.m. See www.
harristheaterchicago.org.

NUNN ON ONE: PERFORMANCE 

Nathan Pacheco:
A work in progress

Nathan Pacheco. Photo by Aaron rapoport

single tickets:

312.443.3800
GoodmanTheatre.org

groups of 10 or more:
312.443.3820
GoodmanTheatre.org/Groups
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kimpton cHicAgo Hotels, 
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petterino’s, 
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Don’t miss screen AnD stAge stAr DIANE LANE 
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HURRY, BEST SEATS GOING FAST! 
EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND THROUGH OCTOBER 28
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Wrens
Playwright: Anne McGravie
At: rivendell Theatre Ensemble, 
5779 N. ridge Avenue
Tickets: 773-334-7728; 
www.rivendelltheatre.org; $30
runs through: Oct. 13

BY MArY ShEN BArNIDGE
 
What distinguishes Anne McGravie’s portrait of 
life in the Women’s Royal Navy Services (WRNS) 
from the standard-issue G.I. Jane comedies or 
soapers is that McGravie was there, HERSELF, 
and the events she recounts, she witnessed first-
hand. Playgoers listening closely can even spot 
her surrogate persona among the characters. 
(Hint: She’s the one who keeps a journal.)
 Our squad of “wrens”—as the WRNS troops 
were dubbed—are housed elbow to elbow in 
a corrugated steel Nissan hut (Quonset, to us 
Yanks) on a remote island in the North Sea. They 
are the diverse lot we expect of this genre, their 
speech a mélange of Scottish, Welsh and Eng-
lish regional dialects, precision-drilled by the 
uncredited Kathy Logelin. On this spring day in 
1945, with the end of the war in Europe immi-
nent, their thoughts unanimously turn to their 
re-assimilation into civilian life—to husbands 
and boyfriends who may no longer be the boys 
the now-wiser girls left behind, and to the cir-
cumscribed social circles from whose restrictions 
the recent wartime exigencies delivered them. 
At this final moment, though, one of them sus-
tains an injury that must be concealed from 
their superiors, forcing her bunkmates to decide 
if they will support her, and in doing so, risk 
their own futures.
 Every war spawns, literally, hundreds of stories 
exemplifying men overcoming their differences 
to work together for a common goal, but the no-
tion of women engaging in group action has al-
ways been rather revolutionary. Don’t be fooled 
by the quaint period locale or the sorority-house 
bickering initially invoked for expository pur-
poses, however. Soon the concerted efforts of 
these independent and resourceful comrades-in-
arms take on an urgency and suspense to equal 
any bunker-drama commando operation as our 
band of sisters discard their prejudices to unite 
in covert defiance of military protocol—insub-
ordination receiving our hearty endorsement, by 
the way.
 Don’t come expecting a recruiting poster—Mc-
Gravie’s candor pulls no punches in its assertion 
that problems faced by female soldiers in 1945 
continue to this day. That said, Rivendell Theatre 
Ensemble lives up its name under Karen Kessler’s 
direction, its cast forging a camaraderie engen-
dering esprit de corps immediately recognizable 
to real-life veterans (like me) and home-front 
auxiliaries alike, while the production’s techni-
cal team immerses us in our environment right 
down to the postage on the letters. Carry on, 
ladies!

THEATER REVIEW

Impenetrable
Playwright: Mia McCullough
At: Stage Left Theatre at Theater 
Wit, 1227 W. Belmont Ave.
Tickets: 773-975-8150; 
www.theaterwit.org; $25
runs through: Oct. 7 

BY MArY ShEN BArNIDGE
 
Initiating the brouhaha was a billboard ad-
vertisement for a luxury spa displaying a 
pretty girl’s photograph overlaid with copy 
apprising readers of services offered by the 
facility toward the achievement of this ide-
al—that’s the purpose of such an establish-
ment, right? Ooooh, but many female viewers 
saw in this message an assertion that even 
the most airbrushed-perfect physique was in 
need of improvement. This real-life contro-
versy is the basis of the symposium convened 
by Mia McCullough under the guise of a play 
for Stage Left Theatre.
 A replica of the billboard in question domi-
nates the upstage wall, while the foreground 
depicts a Starbucks-style coffee shop in the 
suburbs. Caffeine being indispensable to the 
U.S. diet, we soon meet our key personnel: 
the medical student who modeled for the 
picture and now wears a hijab, the lovesick 
photographer buddy who snapped the fatal 
portrait, the refined foreign-born spa owner, 
the outraged soccer mom, her brainy daugh-
ter and the seen-it-all barista. They interact 
from time to time, but mostly they address 
us, each making his/her case as if answer-
ing accusations and, in doing so, daring us to 
make judgments.
 Imbroglios of this kind being always more 
complex than they seem, condemnations do 
not come as easily as does a profound pity for 
those who dwell in a culture of materialistic 
affluence where appearance is everything. We 
can jeer at frustrated matrons turning their 
thwarted ambitions toward leading protests, 

and coo over a bullied child taking comfort 
from a hairdresser’s attentions. We can wallow 
in a patronizing “awww” moment when the 
nerdy cameraman and chubby counterwoman 
share a sweet and wholly predictable kiss. 
We can even put aside our scorn of beautiful 
women complaining of mistreatment to con-
sider the insecurity of the teenage odalisque 
whose nubile attractions pay her tuition, but 
whose ancestors remind her that unconcealed 
flesh—however aged and faded it may some-
day become—invites public abuse. 
 Greg Werstler directs an ensemble adept 
at invoking sympathy for their talking-head 
personae—in particular, Jennifer Pompa’s 
latté-slinging critic, Kayla Rea’s wise-beyond-
her-years gamin and Kamal Hans’ gentle (and 
het) beautician who understands that beauty 
lies, first and foremost, in how we feel about 
ourselves. After having been introduced to 
these intelligent, articulate and eloquent 
people, let’s hope that McCullough will now 
devote some effort into providing them a 
story to occupy. 

CRITICS’ PICKS

 A Class Act, Porchlight Music Theatre at 
Theater Wit, through Oct. 7. It has taken an 
unconscionably long time for this Broadway 
musical about the life of A Chorus Line lyri-
cist Edward Kleban to reach Chicago. Luck-
ily, Porchlight Music Theatre has found an 
amazing leading man in Bill Larkin and a 
super-talented cast. SCM
  Idomeneus, Sideshow Theatre at the 
DCA Storefront Theatre, through Sept. 23; 
Iphigenia 2.0 at Next Theatre, through Oct. 
14. Trojan War myths have inspired two 
contemporary plays about warfare and its 
aftermath, the first German and classical in 
form, the second decidedly U.S. and hip, 
but use choral episodes in the Greek tradi-
tion and are forcefully presented. JA
  Skin Tight, Cor Theatre at Red Orchid 
through Sept. 25. The line between frolic 
and fighting is never more finely drawn 
than in this sweet and fiery tale of bucolic 
romance from the land Down Under. MSB
  Susan Swayne and the Bewildered 
Bride, Babes With Blades Theatre Company 
at Lincoln Square, through Sept 22. The 
adventures of a Victorian “lady detective” 
include the athletic spectacle you’d expect 
from an all-female fight troupe, but Reina 
Hardy’s play also exercises our brains with 
its commentaries on gender issues and in-
tolerance. MSB

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

The Iron Stag 
King, Part I
Authors: Nathan Allen and Chris Matthews
At: The house Theatre of Chicago, 
Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division St.
Tickets: 773-769-3832; 
www.thehousetheatre.com; $25
runs through: Oct. 21

BY JONAThAN ABArBANEL
 
Kingdom or republic? The royal heir is inex-
perienced, kind, hard-working and poor—and 
doesn’t know he’s a prince. The firebrand for 
democracy is willful, brutal, snobbish, rich 
and murderous. Such are the opposing camps 
in Part I of The Iron Stag King, a projected 
three-year saga mixing Harry Potter with Sam 
Adams and Lord of the Rings with Thomas 
Paine. It’s an odd shotgun wedding of Enlight-
enment political philosophy and fairy tale en-
chantments, vaguely set at the turn of the 
19th century in a land still contending with 
wizards and magicians along with monarchists 
and republicans.
 The best thing authors Nathan Allen (also 
director) and Chris Matthews do is to keep you 
guessing about the good guys and bad guys. 
Is the engaging wizard protecting the hero re-
ally good? Is the dark wizard (voiced by Tracy 
Letts in James Earl Jones/Darth Vader mode) 
who aids the villain really evil? Which one’s 
version of the past is true? Hey, that’s what 
parts II and III will reveal. The authors even 
leave open the question of republicanism 
vs. monarchy, not indicating which system 

will prevail in establishing a prosperous and 
peaceable nation. There’s much cleverness in 
the writing beginning with names such as or-
phaned farm boy hero Caspar Kent, echoing 
Clark Kent, and rival wizards dubbed Golden 
and Obsidian.
 What’s not so good is that Part I is awfully 
talky. Granted, it takes a lot of exposition to 
get a three-part epic going, but it needs to 
be edited and arranged more skillfully. Also, 
it’s fine for the hero to start out ignorant of 
who he is and ill-prepared for his picaresque 
journey, but his noble qualities and instinc-
tive heroism should emerge quickly to make 
him an active figure in his own story. In Part 
I, hero/prince Caspar remains passive far too 
long, acquiring no wisdom and little self-
awareness, and taking his first decisive action 
only in the closing seconds of the play when 
he kills in anger. Are we witnessing the forces 
of goodness and darkness struggling within 
him, or just revenge? The authors leave it 
murky.
 In any show by The House, the production 
elements and cast are engaging: puppets (by 
Lee Keenan), smoke, a cage-like space enclos-
ing audience and actors, Kevin O’Donnell’s 
reliably exciting original music, whimsical 
costumes (Melissa Torchia), a nifty play-
bill and the  plot intrigues make for a lively 
show ... except when it bogs down in talk. 
The 14-member ensemble energetically plays 
twice that many roles, among them slyly un-
derstated Cliff Chamberlain as wizard Golden, 
Joey Steakley as the nasty republican, twink-
ish Brandon Ruiter as Caspar and Kay Kron as 
wizard Obsidian’s daughter, who just might 
grow up to marry a prince. I’m only guessing; 
time will tell.

Wrens. 
Photo by 
Michael 
Brosilow

‘42nd Street’ 
running at Theatre 
at the Center
 Theatre at the Center is presenting the 
winner of the 1980 Tony Award for Best New 
Musical and the 2001 Tony Award for “Best 
Revival of a Musical” 42nd Street, through 
Oct. 21 at 1040 Ridge Rd., Munster, Ind.
 Based on the 1933 Busby Berkeley movie 
musical of the same name, 42nd Street is 
one of the longest-running productions in 
Broadway history, having played for nine 
years—and a total of 3,486 performances. 
Five-time Jeff Award nominee Larry Adams 
leads this cast as Julian Marsh.
 Performances are Wednesdays and Thurs-
days at 2 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m.; Sundays at 2:30 p.m.; and select 
Thursday evening and Saturday matinees. 
Individual ticket prices are $38 - $42; call 
the box office at 219-836-3255 or Tickets.
com at 800-511-1552.

Impenetrable. Photo by Johnny Knight



DOUBLE REVIEW

The North Star
Playwright: Anthony Ellison
At: Chemically Imbalanced Comedy, 
1422 W. Irving Park rd. 
Tickets: 800-838-3006 or 
www.cicomedy.com; $15
runs through: Oct. 13

What Was 
Mine to Do
Playwright: Dustin Spence
At: Strangeloop Theatre at Side Project 
Theatre, 1439 W. Jarvis Ave. 
Tickets: 773-757-6689 or 
www.strangelooptheatre.org; $10-$15
runs through: Oct. 7

BY SCOTT C. MOrGAN

The world-premiere plays The North Star at 
Chemically Imbalanced Comedy and Strangeloop 
Theatre’s What Was Mine to Do both suffer from 
conversely different problems. With The North 
Star, the casting and director let the playwright 

down while in What Was Mine to Do, the cast 
does its utmost to make a very scrambled play 
work.
 In a work likely inspired by the loopy plays 
of Christopher Durang, Anthony Ellison’s The 
North Star focuses on a home-schooled and 
sullen 14-year-old named Isaac (a way-too-old 
Volen Iliev in a passionless performance) who 
gets caught in the marital breakdown of his par-
ents. The dad, Gordon (a way-too-young Martin 
Monahan), is over-controlling and manipulative, 
while his alcoholic mom, Brooke (Leslie Zang), 
has been carrying on in a semi-adulterous re-
lationship with a fellow grief group-therapy 
member, Bruce (Sean Keith), who has some dark 
secrets of his own.
 Although Ellison’s script use some tightening, 
The North Star already has the makings of a riot-
ous dark comedy that could leave the audiences 
in constant stitches. But director Letitia Guil-
laud fails with her non-age-appropriate cast who 
never quite get the right tone or outrageousness 
for the piece. So many times during the perfor-
mance, I kept on imagining how many of the 
laugh lines would land better with a cast with 
better comic timing.
 As for Strangeloop’s What Was Mine to Do, 
there’s very little to complain about when it 

comes to the acting company under Doug Long’s 
direction. The fault lies with Dustin Spence’s 
muddled script.    
 The play concerns a young, hotshot Chicago 
TV news editor named Claire (Kate Black-Spen-
ce) who spars with her boss, Candice (Denise 
Blank), and demanding news anchor, Thomas 
(Matthew Lloyd). 
 The play also focuses on U.S. hostages in Af-
ghanistan: the imbedded reporter Frank (Colin 
Reeves) and the wounded soldier Staff Sgt. An-
tonio Cruz (Andy Quijano), who both apparently 
have something to learn from their captors—the 
very articulate Dadulla (Monnie Aleahmad) and 
Kamil (Gustavo Obregon).
 Just how Spence ties these two worlds in his 

play is tenuous at best and full of plot holes. 
(Claire’s source that alerts her to Frank’s captiv-
ity is never revealed, nor does anyone pressure 
her to find out who it is.) Instead of dividing up 
the drama between the two settings, What Was 
Mine to Do possibly would have worked better 
if Spence focused on doing either a newsroom 
drama or an overseas hostage situation—not 
both.
 At least Spence provides some good dialogue 
for the actors to work with, especially for Mat-
thew Lloyd’s highly strung take on news anchor 
Thomas and Andy Quijano’s defiant outbursts as 
Antonio Cruz. Alas, it’s not enough to pay the 
play a visit.
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 When Steep Theatre presented the U.S. premiere of Irish playwright Deirdre Kinahan’s Moment 
this past summer, it became such a critically acclaimed hit that every performance soon sold 
out. So now Steep Theatre is transferring the show for another run at Theater Wit to make way 
for its next show this season. So if you weren’t able to snag a ticket to Kinahan’s modern-day 
Irish drama about a family still coping with a rash moment of violence from the past, now you 
can try again. Steep Theatre’s Moment reopens in previews Sept. 21-23 before a second regular 
run Sept. 28-Oct. 27 at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave. Performances are 8 p.m. Thursdays 
through Saturdays with 7 p.m. shows on Sundays. Tickets are $30 and $22 for previews. Call 773-
975-8150, or visit www.steeptheatre.com or www.theaterwit.org for more information.

SPOTLIGHT

North Star.
Photo courtesy 
of Chemically 
Imbalanced 
Comedy

OCT 4 - NOV 11, 2012
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‘Book of Mormon’
now through 
June 2, 2013
 Broadway In Chicago and the producers of 
the new musical The Book of Mormon—winner 
of nine Tony Awards, including Best Musical—
announced the addition of more seats for the 
production at the Bank of America Theatre, 18 
W. Monroe St. 
 Individual tickets for added weeks go on sale 
Friday, Sept. 21, at 10 a.m., for performances 
through June 2, 2013.
 The Book of Mormon features book, music 
and lyrics by Trey Parker, Robert Lopez and Matt 
Stone. Parker and Stone are the four-time Emmy 
Award-winning creators of the animated series 
South Park.
 Tickets are available at all Broadway In Chi-
cago box offices (24 W. Randolph St., 151 W. 
Randolph St., 18 W. Monroe St. and 175 E. 
Chestnut); the Broadway In Chicago ticket kiosk 
at Water Tower Place (845 N. Michigan Ave.); 
the Broadway In Chicago ticket line at 800-775-
2000; all Ticketmaster retail locations (including 
Hot Tix and select Carson Pirie Scott, Coconuts 
and fye stores); and online at www.Broadway-
InChicago.com. Prices are $45-$115.

Kazurinsky, Wendt
in ‘The Odd Couple’
 Saturday Night Live alum Tim Kazurinsky and 
George Wendt (best known as Norm on the TV 
classic Cheers) will headline The Odd Couple. 

The comedy will play at Northlight Theatre, 9501 
Skokie Blvd., Skokie, Nov. 2-Dec. 9.
 Kazurinsky was recently in Chicago fiming the 
gay-themed holiday movie Scrooge & Marley. 
Wendt returns to Northlight, where he appeared 
in the world premiere of Rounding Third in 2002.
 Tickets are $25-$72; see www.northlight.org 
or call 847-673-6300.

‘Sister Act’ 
in Chicago
Nov. 13-Dec. 2
 Broadway In Chicago has announced that sin-
gle tickets for Sister Act are on sale. Sister Act 
will play the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt 
University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy.), Nov. 13-Dec. 
2.
 Featuring original music by eight-time Oscar 
winner Alan Menken, Sister Act tells the story of 
Deloris Van Cartier, a singer whose life takes a 
surprising turn when she witnesses a crime and 
the cops hide her in the last place anyone would 
think to look—a convent.
 Performances will be Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. (no mati-
nee Nov. 14); Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. (no perfor-
mance Nov. 22); Fridays at 7:30 p.m. (added 2 
p.m. matinee Nov. 23); Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m.; and Sundays at 2 p.m. (added 7:30 p.m. 
performance Nov. 18).
 Tickets are $28-$103, and are available at all 
Broadway In Chicago box offices, the Broadway 
In Chicago Ticket Kiosk at Water Tower Place, 
Ticketmaster.com and BroadwayInChicago.com.

Theater news

Sister Act. Original Broadway photo by Joan Marcus

HAMLET
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

DIRECTED BY ARTISTIC DIRECTOR MICHAEL HALBERSTAM

NOW PLAYING!
PERFORMED AT 325 TUDOR COURT, GLENCOE

2012/13 Season Sponsor

WRITERSTHEATRE.ORG I 847-242-6000
PURCHASE EARLY FOR BEST PRICES!

by susan felder 
directed by william brown
an emotionally stirring new play that affirms the power of 
human connection to forge hope in even the darkest hours 

WORLD PREMIERE

CHICAGO PREMIERE

NOW PLAYING THROUGH OCTOBER 21

AND COMING SOON!  PERFORMANCES START OCTOBER 12

773.281.8463
tIMELInEtHEAtRE.COM

by MOISÉS KAUFMAN     directed by niCK bowlinG
presented at staGe 773, 1225 w. belmont, 773.327.5252

“Better than the Broadway 
production.” – Chicago Tribune

“Bristles with intelligence and  
honest feeling.” – Chicago Sun-Times

http://www.timelinetheatre.com
http://www.writerstheatre.org


 Doubt, American Theater Company, Sept. 27-
Nov. 4. John Patrick Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning drama focuses on a stern Catholic 
school principal who takes matters into her own 
hands when she suspects the new and popular 
parish priest has been having improper contact 
with a male student. Doubt plays alongside John 
Peilmeier’s drama Agnes of God under American 
Theater Company’s billing of The Catholic Reper-
tory. 773-409-4125 or www.atcweb.org
 hot ‘n’ Throbbing, Interrobang Theatre Proj-
ect at Raven Theatre, Sept. 22-Oct. 21. Pulitzer 
Prize-winning lesbian playwright Paula Vogel 
gets a revival of her adults-only comic drama 
dealing with domestic abuse. The play follows 
a suburban mother who writes feminist erotica 
but is distracted by her nicotine cravings, her 
hormonal teenage children and the arrival of her 
estranged and abusive husband. www.interro-
bangtheatreproject.org   
 Avenue Q, NightBlue Performing Arts Com-
pany at Stage 773, now to Oct. 14. The Tony 
Award-winning 2003 Broadway musical that lov-
ingly spoofs Sesame Street returns in a locally 
produced production. So meet the people and 
puppets (like Rod, the closeted gay Republi-
can) on this special rundown New York street 
and don’t be surprised if the catchy tunes make 
you want to sing along. 773-327-5252 or www.
nightbluetheater.com
 Burn This, Shattered Globe Theatre at Theater 
Wit, Oct. 18-Nov. 18. The death of a successful 
gay dancer throws the lives of two friends into 
disarray in this classic 1980s drama by the late 
gay playwright Lanford Wilson. 773-975-8150 or 
www.sgtheatre.org

Camp attractions
 Sometimes you’ve got to be comically tragic 
for comic’s sake. So catch these shows that par-
ody pop culture with a decidedly queer eye. 
 Annee Pocalypse!, Hubris Productions at 
Mary’s Attic, now to Nov. 10. What do you get 
when you blend a beloved Broadway musi-
cal with zombies in a post-apocalyptic world? 
Why, it’s a revival of this genre-blending musi-
cal spoof that focuses on “Little Whorin’ Annee” 
trying to survive in a frightening, non-politically 
correct world. www.hubrisproductions.com 
 Xanadu, Drury Lane Theatre, Oakbrook Ter-
race, now to Oct. 28. Out playwright Douglas 
Carter Beane (The Little Dog Laughed, Lysistrata 
Jones) junked the weird screenplay from this 
critically drubbed 1980 film musical and turned 
it into a sparkly and lovingly spoofed Broadway 
success. So see what happens when an ancient 
Greek muse helps a hunky California guy realize 
his dream of building a roller disco. 630-530-
0111 or www.drurylaneoakbrook.com
 Scarrie the Musical, Hell in a Handbag Pro-
ductions at Mary’s Attic, Sept. 28-Oct. 31. This 
musical spoof of the iconic 1970s Stephen King 
novel and movie Carrie gets another bloody re-
vival. And this revengeful telekinetic teenager 
is specially timed to the month of Halloween 
celebrations. 800-838-3006 or www.handbag-
productions.org
 Sexy Baby, Hell in a Handbag Productions at 
Theater Wit, now through Oct. 27. This summer 
musical spoof of child beauty pageants featuring 
loads of drag queens has extended and moved to 
a new location. Also, don’t miss the inclusion 
of Honey “Boo Boo” West to the cast. 773-975-
8150 or www.handbagproductions.org
 Steamwerkz the Musical, Annoyance Theater, 
now extended to Dec. 28. Who knew that Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland could 
be the template for a musical about a notorious 
Chicago gay bathhouse? Obviously the cast and 
crew of this hit summer musical did, since prac-
tically all performances have been selling out. 
773-561-4665 or www.annoyanceproductions.
com  

Diva society
 Whether opera or Motown is your thing, be 
sure not to miss these shows featuring plenty of 
soulful divas scaling the vocal heights. 
 Dreamgirls, Marriott Theatre, Lincolnshire, 
now to Oct. 28. This hit 1981 musical about the 
backstage drama surrounding an African-Ameri-
can girl group in the 1960s and 1970s is back 
in a critically acclaimed production directed and 
choreographed by Marc Robin. If you only know 
the show from the 2006 movie, then you haven’t 
really experienced Dreamgirls in its original 
form. 847-634-0200 or www.marriotttheatre.
com     
 One Name Only (Featuring the Music of 
Aretha, Gladys, Patti, Tina and Chaka), Black 
Ensemble Theater, Previews begin Sept. 28. The 
music celebrating one-name Ladies of Soul is 
given a reality TV show twist in Rueben Echoles’ 
new show where the audience can vote for their 
favorites with five different outcomes. 773-769-
4451 or www.blackensembletheater.org
 homotown 3 Last Dance: A Tribute to Etta, 
Whitney and Donna, About Face Theatre at 
Sidetrack, 6 p.m. doors open, 7 p.m. show Sept. 
24. This benefit to aid About Face Youth The-
atre features performers paying homage to divas 
we’ve lost this year like Etta James, Whitney 

Houston and Donna Summer. www.aboutface-
theatre.com 
 Simply Sensational 2 with Kim Kuzma and 
With A Twist, Michael A. Leppen and Pride Films 
and Plays at Stage 773, Oct. 9. Singer Kim Kuz-
ma and the vocal trio With A Twist are joined by 
the ensembles of shows like Bailiwick Chicago’s 
Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, Theo Ubique’s 
Smokey Joe’s Café and more for this special ben-
efit. www.pridefilmsandplays.com 
 Elektra, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Oct. 6-30. 
American soprano Christine Goerke makes her 
Lyric debut in the title role of Richard Strauss 
and Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s towering inter-
pretation of a Greek tragedy. This new produc-
tion is helmed by gay Scottish director Sir David 
McVicar and also features lesbian mezzo-soprano 
Jill Grove in the role of Clytemnestra. 312-332-
2244 ext. 5600 or www.lyricopera.org
 The Magic Flute, Chicago Opera Theater at 
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, now to Sept. 
23. Most everyone knows the stratospheric arias 
of The Queen of the Night, but they probably 
haven’t heard them sung in English as in Chi-
cago Opera Theater’s new production. There are 
only three more chances to catch this master-
piece by Mozart. 312-704-8414 or www.chicago-
operatheater.org 

A nod to LGBT allies
 Some people have been adding an “A” to the 
end of the LGBT acronym so as not to exclude 
our straight allies. So don’t discount these 
shows, which are about influential late writers 
who were strong supporters of the LGBT com-
munity.
 A Class Act, Porchlight Music Theatre at 
Theater Wit, now to Oct. 7. The neurotic New 
York songwriter Edward Kleban may have been 
straight, but he collaborated on the influential 
Broadway smash hit A Chorus Line which signifi-
cantly featured gay characters. Find out about 
the little-known songs of Kleban via this bio-
musical co-created by Lonny Price and Linda 
Kline—or, better yet, attend the one-day-only 
cabaret called An Unordinary Sunday Sept. 23 
featuring Price as the host and the music of Ste-
phen Sondheim. 773-975-8150 or www.porch-
lightmusictheatre.org
 The Lady With All the Answers, Buffalo The-
atre Ensemble at College of DuPage’s Building-K 
Theater, Glen Ellyn, now to Sept. 23. The late 
Ann Landers was an early supporter of gay peo-
ple, and David Rambo’s one-woman play about 
the influential syndicated newspaper advice col-
umnist is a reminder of that fact. 630-942-4000 
or www.home.cod.edu/atthemac
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BY JErrY NUNN

Ani DiFranco is one of those rare musicians who 
has chosen the road less traveled. 
 She has released more than 20 albums on her 
own label, Righteous Babe Records. Her critical-
ly acclaimed music can be described as political, 
feminist, and grass roots. She has covered topics 
from abortion to gay rights and doesn’t show 
signs of stopping, even though in her personal 
life she has settled down with a husband and 
child in New Orleans. She hits the road again 
this fall traveling to our neck of the woods. 
 DiFranco talked about hurricanes and politics 
before her arrival. 
 Windy City Times: hi, Ani. You are up early. 
 Ani DiFranco: Yes, I am stuck in mommy world. 
 WCT: Is your daughter in school?
 AD: She started kindergarten.
 WCT: So this is a big year!
 AD: It is. It’s brutal, fucking miserable. In a 
word: misery! [Laughs]
 WCT: Is it hard going on tour, then?
 AD: It is a radical gearshift these days, from 
the time of day to the mindset. Hopefully, I can 
still remember how to play music. I have been 
deep in mommy world for months now. 
 WCT: I am so glad you survived the hurri-
cane down there.
 AD: You may hear some circular saws in the 
background. That is my house being fixed post-
hurricane. We are a little worse for wear here. 
 WCT: Was it major damage?
 AD: I guess not major, considering I have gone 
past houses with trees on them. We just took in 
a lot of water. We have some mold going on and 
shit to fix. 
 WCT: I always wondered that with such 
a lengthy independent music career, what 
would have happened if you had joined a ma-
jor label?
 AD: I haven’t thought of that “what-if” in a 
long time. I have been on my own horse riding 
into my own sunset for so long that I can’t fath-
om the other path. I made a choice when I was 
pretty young to go down this path, meaning my 
life would be populated with these people and 
I think I was smart for it. My life as Indie Girl 
USA has brought me to some pretty cool places. 
I have met people that I never would have met 
in the major label world. 
 WCT: This is my first concert of yours. Can 
you go over what a typical show is like for 
new concert attendees?
 AD: I would like to think they are all different. 
This time, I will be working with a little trio. I 
have Todd Sickafoose on bass. I have been play-
ing with him for a bunch of years. He’s one of my 
favorite people in the world. I have a new drum-
mer Terence Higgins who is from New Orleans 
where I live. I just hooked up with him so we 
are going to rehearse our ass this week and just 
hit it this tour. It will be exciting to be working 
with him and have a whole new game going on. 
 WCT: After listening to ¿Which Side Are You 
On?, the song “Mariachi” is my favorite—so I 
hope you do that one.
 AD: I will try to throw it on the set list for 
you. There is a long bass line in the song where 
Todd is playing that was supposed to be Willie 
Nelson playing guitar on that track. I asked him 
to play on it and he said, “Sure,” so I went to 
his show and made him red beans and rice with 
cornbread. I watched the concert, then brought 

him the food outside. The tour bus pulled away 
when I stepped outside the door. So not only did 
I not make his acquaintance, but he didn’t play 
on the track! I eventually left a big hole in the 
song where the ghost of Willie is flying through. 
Next time you listen to that tune just imagine 
Willie Nelson playing a cool guitar riff. 
 WCT: I will. he’s coming to Chicago soon. 
 AD: Well, send him my regards. [Laughs]
 WCT: Another person you worked with, 
Prince, is playing here in concert. 
 AD: Oh, cool. I heard he is back out and about. 
He puts on an awesome show—never a dull mo-
ment. 
 WCT: how did you wind up working with 
him?
 AD: Back in the era when he was writing slave 
on his cheek and was trying to get out of his 
Warner Bros. record deal, he started talking 
about me in the media and saying he wanted 
to be on Righteous Babe. I was in Minneapolis 
playing a show and he came. We met and he 
invited me back to Paisley Park.
 It was actually that night that I recorded a 
little bit on the record he was working on at 
the time. In an artistic exchange I asked him to 
sing on my record, so we did a little tit for tat. I 
have seen him a few times since and he is really 
an amazing artist. We jammed together, and just 
watching him bounce from piano to drums to 
guitar was really fun. 
 WCT: Do you feel like New Orleans has influ-

enced your latest album?
 AD: Yeah, I have been living here pushing 10 
years. I made that record with my husband who 
was born and bred here. There are all kinds of 
local artists on it. I guess my recordings are tak-
ing on the flavor of where I live and work. 
 WCT: Do you play “32 Flavors” in concert?
 AD: It comes on as an encore a lot. I will try 
to remember these for Chicago: “Mariachi” and 
“32 Flavors!”
 WCT: Some artists have the same set list ev-
ery show. 
 AD: No, that is not me. I am a performer first. 
Every night is a different adventure. It is not 
about releasing the record and promoting it. 
That is the commercial model. I am somebody 
who is always touring and performing. The show 
is an end to itself. It may or may not have to do 
with whatever record is new. It more has to do 
with what I am thinking about and feeling. I try 
to change it up as much as I can. I have people 
that come to every show, so it is a high-pressure 
situation. I am looking at the same faces in the 
front row, so I can’t do what I did [the previous] 
night. 
 WCT: I am sure it is a big LGBT following in 
the front.
 AD: Oh, good. I don’t know who those front-

row people are anymore! [Laughs]
 WCT: Do people hound you after the show?
 AD: A little bit but not like the bad ol’ days, 
when I was at the peak of my notoriety. Things 
have mellowed out, which is nice. 
 WCT: You have been so political with your 
music. have things changed since you have a 
family now?
 AD: No, I am political as I ever was. The news 
has been reduced to a contest of personality 
meanwhile there is a world of things happen-
ing. As far as the election I am praying, in the 
loose sense of that word, for a second term of 
Obama. I really hope that the progressive people 
of America will get off their ass and vote once 
again. 
 People wanted fireworks when he got elected 
and now they see a man struggling against a 
brick wall of ignorance and hatred. On this tour 
we will have HeadCount, which [is about] voter 
registration. People can register to vote right at 
the shows. Exercise that right in November and 
beyond!
 Don’t miss DiFranco at The vic, 3145 N. 
Sheffield Ave., on Tuesday, Sept. 25. Purchase 
tickets at www.jamusa.com and for more on 
her music try www.righteousbabe.com.

NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Ani DiFranco
talks Prince
and politics

Ani DiFranco. Photo by Shervin Lainez Fran Lebowitz at
Harris Oct. 2
 Author/raconteuse Fran Lebowitz will per-
form “A State of the Union Conversation” at 
the Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 
E. Randolph St., on Tuesday, Oct. 2, at 7:30 
p.m. as part of the theater’s “Broadway Their 
Way” series.
 Steppenwolf Theatre Company Artistic Di-
rector Martha Lavey will moderate. Interac-
tion with audience members will follow the 
conversation.
 Lebowitz, considered by many as the heir 
to Dorothy Parker, is famous for her contribu-
tions to Andy Warhol’s Interview magazine, 
and she recently was the subject of Martin 
Scorsese’s HBO documentary Public Speaking.
 Tickets are $40-$55; visit the Harris’ web-
site, www.HarrisTheaterChicago.org.

Matt Alber out 
with new CD
 Two-time openly gay Grammy Award-win-
ning recording artist Matt Alber has released 
a new acoustic, self-produced album entitled 
Constant Crows. It’s a follow-up to his debut 
album from 2009, Hide Nothing.
 Constant Crows features new original songs, 
a Madonna cover (“Take a Bow”), and a duet 
with his brother, Bryce.
 Alber first became known in 2009 for his 
song “End Of The World” and its accompany-

ing music video set in a 1960s barbershop 
that features two men (including Alber) 
dancing together.
 Alber is scheduled to be part of The Legacy 
Project’s Legacy Walk dedication in Chicago 
Oct. 11—National Coming Out Day. In ad-
dition, he has a song on the soundtrack of 
Scrooge & Marley, a gay-themed holiday mov-
ie filmed locally.
 See www.MattAlber.com for more informa-
tion and the full album stream.

Free, Brooks 
in ‘Bear All’ at 
Touche Sept. 22
 “Bear All: Four Sensuous Men Singing 
Steamy Sweaty Songs!” will take place at Tou-
che, 6412 N. Clark St., on Saturday, Sept. 22, 
at 10 p.m.
 JC Brooks, Mike Grimes, Anthony Whitaker 
and Scott Free are slated to perform. Bryan 
Dowling will host.
 The musicians will showcase contrasting 
styles. Brooks is known for everything from 
R&B ballads to dance-punk; Grimes’ work “is a 
blend of American roots and acoustic ska mu-
sic”; Whitaker co-founded the New American 
Folk Theater; and Free classifies his music as 
“sometimes humorous, sometimes angry, al-
ways touching songs of queer life,” according 
to a release.
 For more info, email MrScottFree@gmail.
com.

Fran Lebowitz. 



BY DAvID-ELIJAh NAhMOD

On Sept. 23, the Bs in LGBT will be partying 
and reflecting. “Celebrate Bisexuality Day” was 
launched in 1999. According to the Bi Visibil-
ity Day website, it was conceived “to highlight 
biphobia and to help people find the bisexual 
community.”  
 In honor of the day, Windy City Times takes a 
look back at three films that dared to say, yes, 
bisexuals do exist. All three titles are available 
on DVD.

Sunday Bloody Sunday (1971)
 Schlesinger followed his Oscar winner with the 
more genteel but equally daring (for its time) 
Sunday Bloody Sunday. In some ways, Sunday 
was even more groundbreaking than Midnight 
Cowboy—the homosexuality/bisexuality of the 
second film’s characters was blatantly placed at 
the film’s core. It may also have been the first 
major film to show two men kissing full on the 

lips, both in and out of bed. 
 Dame Glenda Jackson and Peter Finch star as 
Alex and Daniel, two upper-class Londoners. 
They’re both in love with Bob (Murray Head), 
a handsome young artist. Bob loves them both, 
and moves between them with ease. Although 
Alex and Daniel would prefer to have an exclu-
sive, monogamous relationship with Bob, they 
accept the situation as is.
 What makes the film so satisfying is its de-
pictions of Bob and Daniel. For the first time 
(that we know of), a major feature film showed a 
gay and a bisexual character who were perfectly 
comfortable with who they were. Bob and Dan-
iel were successfully upscale, happy, and had no 
desire to live a traditionally heterosexual life. 
Ironically, it was Alex, the straight female char-
acter, who comes across as frustrated and un-
sure of herself. For LGBT viewers, Bob and Daniel 
were a long time coming.  

Midnight Cowboy (1969)
 Midnight Cowboy made history when, at the 
1970 Oscar telecast, it won Best Picture. To 
date, it’s the only X-rated film to receive the 
coveted statue. Considered shocking in its day, 
the intense, relentlessly grim drama has since 
been re-rated R.  
 Midnight Cowboy was a courageous film that 
dared to shine a light on many taboo subjects: 
male prostitution, homosexuality, homelessness 
and the blighted decay that was then plaguing 
New York City. It’s a film that pulls no punches.
 Over the years, some critics have derided Mid-
night Cowboy for it’s unflattering portrayal of 
it’s gay and bisexual characters. Director John 

Schlesinger, himself openly gay throughout his 
life, stated that he was “against political cor-
rectness and the self-censorship it encourages.”
 Director John Schlesinger (1926-2003) fea-
tured gay and bisexual characters in a number 
of his films.
 Jon Voight (father of Angelina Jolie) heads 
the cast as Joe Buck, a handsome but not too 
bright young man from a small, dusty town in 
Texas. He takes a bus up to New York city, con-
vinced that he’ll make his fortune by selling his 
body to wealthy women. In an unforgettable 
sequence, he attempts to hustle a hard-boiled, 
past-her-prime call girl (Sylvia Miles). She turns 
the tables and hustles him.
 In one particularly daring scene, a desperate 
Joe allows a young man (Bob Balaban) to per-
form oral sex on him in a movie theater. The 
high schooler turns out to be broke.
 Soon broke himself and homeless, Joe enters 
into an unlikely friendship with Ratzo (Dustin 

Hoffman), a partially crippled, third-rate con 
man who lives in an abandoned building. The 
two men have no one but each other. Together 
they pickpocket, steal food and try to obtain cli-
ents for Joe.
 As Joe and Ratso desperately struggle to pull 
themselves out of poverty and despair, Midnight 
Cowboy becomes an unexpected love story. 
Some viewers might take offense to dialogue 
in which Joe and Ratso assure each other that 
they’re “not fags.” But there’s no question that 
these two lonely, down-on-their-luck losers have 
fallen deeply in love with each other. It remains 
platonic and unspoken, but it’s as real a love 
as any other. Voight and Hoffman play this love 
entirely with their eyes—it’s screen acting at 
it’s finest.
 In 1994, Midnight Cowboy was deemed “cul-
turally, historically, or aesthetically significant” 
by the Library of Congress and selected for pres-
ervation in the United States National Film Reg-
istry.

Score (1972)
 Throughout the 1960s and ‘70s, Radley 
Metzger achieved fame and fortune for his X-
rated, soft-focus, soft-core erotic dramas. Often 
shot on location in Europe, Metzger productions 

like The Lickerish Quartet (1970) and Therese 
and Isabelle (1968) titillated adult moviegoers 
with their tales of free spirits who shed their 
costumes with abandon. Although somewhat 
graphic, his films shied away from actual hard-
core footage—until Score.
 Originally released in both hard and softcore 
versions, Score is a delightfully silly drawing-
room comedy about  Elvira and Jack (Claire Wil-
bur, Gerald Grant) a swinging bisexual couple 
determined to “score” with Betsy and Eddie 
(Lynn Lowry, Cal Culver), a pair of naive newly-
weds. Eddie is obviously a closet case waiting to 
burst out of his shell.
 Shot in a small, picturesque village in the for-
mer country of Yugoslavia, the dialogue heavy 
film is not your typical X-rated fare. Originally an 
off-Broadway play co-starring a then-unknown 
Sylvester Stallone (Wilbur is the only member 
of the stage cast to appear in the film), Score 
sports some clever dialogue about spouse-swap-
ping and sexuality. Although no one in the film 
gives a great performance, the cast is sparkly 
and sexy. Wilbur and Lowry were mainstream ac-
tors, while Grant and Culver were best known for 
their work in gay porn. Both men were casual-
ties of the AIDS crisis.
 Happy Bisexuality Day!
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BY KATE SOSIN

De’Borah Garner can hardly stop smiling or shak-
ing her head.
 Three days ago, she was the closeted daughter 
of two Chicago Heights pastors, denied the right 
to sing before her congregation because she re-
fused to wear a dress. Today, she is the out gay 
star who captured audiences on national televi-
sion.
 Garner, a current competitor on NBC’s singing 
competition The Voice, has changed her story in 
more ways than she can count since the show 
first aired Sept. 10. And she made two dreams a 
reality: She came out as gay for the first time, 
and she sang to a national audience.
 “I’m still in ‘ah!’ mode,” she said, sitting out-
side the Chicago Heights Library with her girl-
friend. “I can’t stop screaming.”
 Garner was born into a family of faith, mu-
sic and education. Both her parents, married 
28 years now, are church pastors and teachers. 
Garner and her 10 siblings grew up in Chicago’s 
Roseland neighborhood, performing gospel mu-
sic in churches throughout the city. Their perfor-
mances aired on church telecasts.
 “People literally watched me grow up,” said 
Garner, who adds that she is no stranger to the 
stage.
 But there was one part of Garner’s life people 
didn’t see: since she was 10-years-old Garner 
had girlfriends, including a seven-year relation-
ship she hid from her family.

 She dreamed about coming out, but she kept 
boyfriends and kept quiet about the girlfriends 
she had in addition.
 A self-described geek, Garner excelled in 
school in addition to music. She was a class 
clown, she admitted, because she finished her 
schoolwork before other students and used her 
free time to goof off. Still, she graduated high 
school when she was just 16. She went on to 
college, aiming to get a degree in the theology, 
a degree she hasn’t finished.
 As she got older, her sexual orientation be-
came harder to hide.
 One day when she was 18, her dad walked in 
on her holding a pair of hair clippers, her long 
hair still intact. She was going to clean the clip-
pers, not shave her head, she told him. When 
he walked away, she immediately buzzed a strip 
down the center of her head. There was no going 
back after that. She buzzed the rest off.
 As her appearance became more masculine in 
her early 20s, her singing gigs slowed. Churches 
that once hired her months in advance emailed 
her and told her not to show for performances. 
They would still pay her, they said, but unless 
she would wear the dress and heels, she wouldn’t 
fit in. Some gave no explanation at all. One told 
her that unless she signed a contract stating she 
would wear a dress, she would not be allowed to 
perform.
 “I cried,” she said. “I cried like a baby. It hurt 
my feelings.”
 The trend continued for more than two years, 

and the more masculine her clothing became, 
the more complicated her life in the church 
grew.
 Barred from singing before church congrega-
tions, Garner began performing at local karaoke 
nights at bars.
 It was a less-than-attentive audience, she 
found. Between the alcohol and distractions of 
a noisy bar, few paid attention. So, Garner had 
to learn to work a crowd, to make them listen.
 At the same time, she’s teaching voice lessons 
in the neighborhood.
 One evening in April, she made plans with 
one of her students to go to Lady Red’s karaoke 
night. The student came with Fredalyn Lang, a 
friend who lived nearby. When Lang saw Garner 
walk in, she said to the student, “That’s my 
wife.”
 The student ran and told Garner, who timidly 
made her move by asking the student for Lang’s 
number.
 The two went to karaoke together the follow-
ing night and have been together ever since.
 “She was so amazing that I fell in love liter-
ally in, like, nine days,” said Garner, Lang sitting 
quietly behind her.
 When Garner decided to audition for The 
Voice, more than two years of cancelled church 
gigs had passed.
 The Voice, NBC’s singing competition show 
now in its second season, is unique in that 
judges can’t see competitors, making the com-
petition more about talent than looks. Garner 
chose the show for that reason, after her sister 
told her it was a place where her voice would be 
prioritized over her appearance. 
 Competitors auditioned before four celebrity 
coaches—Christina Aguilera, CeeLo Green, Ma-
roon 5’s Adam Levine and country-music star 
Blake Shelton. Singers advance when they get 
selected by one of the coaches during blind au-
ditions. Then, they compete within their teams 
to advance forward.
 Before her audition, Garner explained to the 
cameras that became a misfit within the church 
because of the way she looked. She then says 
she is gay.
 It was the first time she came out to her par-
ents, she said. They were overwhelmingly sup-
portive.
 In her audition, Garner sings Train’s “Hey, Soul 
Sister,” a song she once sang in protest of a 
pastor who was saying disparaging things about 
gay people. 

 Garner seems to wow the crowd, with a pink 
and blue outfit and what appears to be raw con-
fidence on stage. 
 Despite the bravado on stage, Garner con-
fessed she was more nervous than she ever 
has been on stage. The blind audition concept 
means that competitors sing to the backs of 
chairs, which spin around if celebrity coaches 
hit a button indicating they want to work with 
the singer.
 “If you pay attention, my knees are shaking,” 
she said. “I had to prove something. I had to 
make [the coaches] like me.” 
 In the end, both CeeLo Green and Christina 
Aguilera selected Garner, giving her the choice 
between the two. Garner chose Aguilera. 
 Three days after the show aired, Garner could 
hardly comprehend her own success.
 Sitting on a set of steps outside the Chicago 
Heights Public Library, she shook her head re-
peatedly and said she couldn’t believe the last 
few days. She was halfway into telling the story 
of how she met Lang when a mailman pulled up.
 “Did I see you on The Voice the other night?” 
he asked.
 He did, she said.
 The mailman spent another five minutes quiz-
zing her on her progress on the show, informa-
tion she can’t share until after the episodes air.
 For now, her audition song is for sale on 
iTunes, and she woke up Tuesday morning to see 
her face on Yahoo! News. Moreover, her entire 
community learned she is gay.
 “I dreamed about [coming out], but I never 
thought it would happen,” she said. “I’m still 
shocked. I can’t believe I said it myself.”
 Asked why she chose her appearance on The 
Voice to come out, she shrugged. It was time 
she said. She wants to get married, and she 
doesn’t want to hide. 
 Admittedly, she is still getting used to the 
word “gay.” She is more likely to identify as 
“De’Borah” than anything else, she said. But she 
sees a utility in identifying as gay, too. 
 Now, Garner is faced with the challenge of rec-
onciling two communities: the LGBT community 
she has never had but wants, and the church 
community that never fully knew her until now.
 Garner may have a lesson for the latter. Minis-
try, she said, is not just about Jesus. It’s about 
making people feel better. It’s about love.
 I’m not afraid of who I am,” she said. “God 
made me this way.” 

Chicago’s ‘Voice’ 
contestant on
fame, coming out

De’Borah Garner. Photo by Kate Sosin
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BY ChArLSIE DEWEY

Recently, tellofilms.com debuted its newest 
web series, The Throwaways, which focuses on 
a group of homeless lesbian teens and young 
adults trying to survive in Chicago. The 10-epi-
sode series centers on 17-year-old Olivia, who—
rather than attend a de-gaying school in Utah—
runs away from home and finds herself taken in 
by sisters Dorsey and Fiona (the latter played by 
out comedienne and actress Bridget McManus). 
Caught up in their survival lifestyle, Olivia finds 
a bit of solace in her new group of “friends;” 
at the same time, she faces the challenges and 
dangers of street life, with its complex alliances 
and power structure.
 The project, as well as Meet the Throwaways, 
is the newest addition to the growing lesbian-
focused subscription web-series service. Christin 
Mell, Julie Keck and Jessica King created it. 
 Windy City Times spoke by phone with Mell—
co-founder, executive producer and CEO of tello 
Films—about the project.
 Windy City Times: What can you tell me 
about The Throwaways?
 Christin Mell: It’s about a teenage girl who 
runs away after getting caught kissing a girl in 
the basement and her mom threatens to send 
her away to a de-gaying school. Instead of do-
ing that, she decides to run away.
 WCT: She runs away to Chicago, and it 
seems like she’s kind of a deer in the head-
lights when she first gets there. What’s her 
experience going to be like throughout the 
series as she comes to terms with her situa-
tion?
 CM: It’s a roller-coaster ride. You know when 
you’re younger there’s an amazing sense of 
freedom when you can make your own choices, 
but at the same time there’s also this big sense 
of loss and trying to find this support system. 
She’s 17, so she’s a minor and she’s only kind 
of known a seemingly supportive home. It’s re-
ally difficult to navigate. So we have her going 
through all these different phases, this sense of 
freedom and then at the same time this sense of 
fear and being lost. So it’s really this amazing 
roller-coaster ride that she goes on.
 WCT: What characters do you expect viewers 
will especially relate to? 
 CM: We have a separate series that is a more 
character response called Meet the Throwaways. 
It gives you a deeper understanding of the his-
tory of some of the side characters. What we 
tried to do is make the side characters relatable 
to people who have different experiences. So we 
have the small-town girl who is very wide-eyed, 
named Amy, who is similar to Olivia, but in prob-
ably even a more repressive household, who is in 
the same situation. 
 Then we have characters who are really tough, 
who have kind of lived a tougher life, who’ve 
had a different set of circumstances and who’ve 
had to leave home. So I don’t know that there 
is one particular character that people will be 
able to relate to, but I think what we tried to do 
was make it so that they have these options of 
someone they might gravitate toward.
 WCT: Could you talk about the relationship 
between Olivia and Jazzlyn? They seem to be 
particularly drawn to each other.
 CM: I think the Jazzlyn character was written 
as that character that anyone will kind of want 
to save. You look at her and she’s sort of in this 
situation where she feels trapped and she feels 
helpless, and I think a lot of viewers will watch 
and want to do exactly what Olivia does, which 
is try and figure out how to help her. Because 

here she is—she comes off as this badass char-
acter, but really she is very sensitive and sort 
of helpless teen, though she has this tough ex-
terior. Jazzlyn just has a very complicated rela-
tionship with life, and is the only person whose 
home life you get to see, besides Olivia’s. You 
get this very interesting glimpse into her.
 WCT: how does this series compare to some 
of the other ones you’ve worked on?
 CM: Well we have a web series called Cowgirl 
Up. ... It has a western theme so there are hors-
es and they are in a desert and you are dealing 
with cow girl gear, so it is much different than 
the story of The Throwaways. We did a project 
called I Hate Tommy Finch, which is different 
than anything that is up on the web page. It was 
a play that we shot as a web series. 
 We really like to have very different projects 

up. I think the one thing you can say about tello 
and what we have on our site is that they’re 
unique and different and a creative way of sto-
rytelling. There’s nowhere else that you can go 
to one website and find a comedy, western and 
a story about homeless youth, and storytelling 
using a play as a web series. They’ve all been 
very different and challenging and wonderful.
 WCT: To watch the content on the page, 
people purchase a subscription, right?
 CM: It is a little bit like a Hulu or a Netflix. 
There’s a good number of projects on the web-

site that are totally free that you can watch. In 
fact, Meet the Throwaways, which we are also 
launching, is going to be totally free. We have 
three episodes of a project called McManus Land. 
We have the first episode of Cowgirl Up on there. 
And we have a lot of interviews and concerts 
that are also on the website that people can 
watch absolutely free. Then the series are $3.99 
a month and it’s a subscription; you can watch 
it as many times as you want, and [see] as many 
things as you want.
 See www.tellofilms.com.
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How to Survive
a Plague; 
film notes 
On March 24, 1987, a group of ragtag gay men 
and women and their supporters took to the 
streets in New York City. They’d waited long 
enough for action from their mayor, Ed Koch, 
about the scourge of AIDS on their community. 
After years of dismissal on both a local and na-
tional level by scientists, politicians, and society 
at large, this group that came together under 
the moniker ACT UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash 
Power) no longer had time to wait. 
 Many of them were already too sick—too near 
the inevitable death that a positive diagnosis 
of HIV meant at the time, to do anything other 
than throw caution to the wind. They were mad 
as hell and out to show the world that they 
would not be stopped until progress on the 
insidious disease was well underway. Not only 
were they pissed, but they brought along cam-
eras to document their protest.
 It was those video cameras, a relatively new 
technological advance, that made all the differ-
ence in how the world would come to perceive 
the tactics that made ACT UP world-renowned. 
And David France, then a freelance journalist for 
the gay media in Manhattan and soon a writer 
for several mainstream national publications, 
was there on the front lines and saw those video 
cameras wielded at every protest march, every 
“zap”—the highly charged staged events that 
quickly caught the imagination of the U.S. press.
 France has been writing about AIDS ever since 
and, a few years back, he began pouring through 
video archives tracking down the footage he saw 
being shot. Piecing together excerpts from hun-

dreds of rare tapes, he has crafted a searing, en-
thralling documentary experience called how to 
Survive a Plague that is playing exclusively at 
the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., 
beginning this Friday.
 The outrageous strategies ACT UP used to 
get attention to the cause of finding a cure for 
AIDS—or at least drugs to help sufferers deal 
with it and slow its track—are detailed and we 
meet several of the group’s prominent leaders 
and watch hundreds, sometimes thousands, 
gather at the carefully staged protests. France 
begins by reminding the viewer about the hid-
eous cost the disease had on the bodies of its 
young victims with emotionally heart-wrenching 
footage. But the medical profession offered no 
hope—drug companies systematically spent 
years in drug trials before even attempting to 
bring new drugs before the FDA for approval; 
and politicians decried the gay lifestyle on the 
floor of the Senate, with the homophobic Jesse 
Helms the leader of this bigoted pack. Calls to 
brand gays and round us up into internment 
camps were common occurrences. Funding was 
non-existent, and prejudice was widespread and 
tolerated.
 But from the start, ACT UP—which included 
experts from the worlds of media and advertising 
among its ranks—knew how to make headlines 
and keep up the pressure. As France documents, 
editing together the vintage footage, remem-
brance videos with leaders of the movement 
(including ACT UP co-founder Larry Kramer) and 
a timeline of events, the relatively small group 
had astonishing results. The film also highlights 
a batch of hitherto unsung heroes—like retired 
chemist Iris Long, who showed up at an ACT UP 
meeting and began to instruct the group how 
to approach Big Medicine and its scientists to 
actually speed the release of drugs that showed 
promise. We see ACT UP members taking on the 
Catholic Church and then President George Bush, 
wrapping Helms’ home in a giant condom and, 
most movingly, tossing the ashes of their dead 
loved ones onto the White House lawn.
 Always, the anger inherent in the group is 
front and center, just ahead of the pain, terror 
and sadness. And the anger we vividly see, often 
turned in on itself (one of the film’s highlights 
comes during a particularly fractious meeting at 
which Kramer silences everyone by repeatedly 
shouting “plague!” stunning all into profound 
silence). The movie stays focused on ACT UP’s 
efforts to work with the scientists and eventu-
ally the politicians to foment change. Once in a 
while a home video of one of the group’s spokes-
persons, Bob Rafsky, interacting with his young 
daughter and ex-wife is interspersed. It’s a can-
ny choice as the angry, articulate Rafsky who 
showed no fear in confronting anyone—includ-
ing President Clinton—about the seriousness of 
ACT UP’s mission is shown to have had a softer, 
more vulnerable side. This, we immediately in-
tuit, was the story of every one of these brave 
comrades who shunted aside personal tragedies 
then and in their immediate future, to try and 
make a difference for everyone in our commu-
nity.
 France’s film is more than just one any angry 
protest after another, though, and there’s a lot 
more here than just a dry history lesson. The 
story of what the group accomplished is beau-
tifully inspiring and, obviously, is also a great 
cautionary tale. Further, How to Survive a Plague 
offers a convincing argument that ACT UP spear-
headed a major shift in this country’s perception 
and treatment of its gay population—something 
equivalent to the civil-rights movement. Once 
the protease inhibitors were introduced in the 
mid-’90s, turning the virus into something re-
sembling a manageable though chronic medical 
condition, the activists found their influence 
quickly fading. But what ACT UP accomplished 
and the power of the signature chant of the 
group has never waned and instantly brings 
back the plague years: “Act up. Fight back. Fight 
AIDS.” www.survivetheplague.com

Film notes:
 —When Mosquita meets pretty new neighbor 
Mari, the two don’t exactly hit it off; however, 
animosity soon turns to friendship and then to 
something much deeper in director Aurora Guer-
ror’s acclaimed lesbian romantic drama Mosquita 
y Mari. The film, a hit at last year’s Sundance, is 
having its Midwest premiere Wed., Sept. 26 at 
the Logan Square Theater, 2646 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., at 8 p.m. 
 The screening will begin with a documentary 
titled Gay Latino L.A.: Coming of Age that cen-
ters on three young gay men. The Queer Film So-
ciety is hosting the event and I’ll be conducting 
the audience talk-back following the screening. 
A post -ilm cocktail reception follows at 9:30 

p.m. Mosquita y Mari is just one of a host of 
films scheduled to be shown as part of the Mexi-
can Film Festival of the Americas that is running 
Sept. 20-28 at the Logan Square Theater. 
 A host of Mexican film stars, including 2011 
Best Actor Oscar nominee Damien Bechir, will 
attend the festival and its slew of special events, 
which is Jesse Rodriguez is curating. Complete 
festival information is at www.mexicanfilmfesti-
val.org.
 —recent DvDs worth noting: A lesbian ro-
mantic drama, The Guest house (Wolfe Video), 
is now available and offers a passel of sensual 
love scenes and a gorgeous cast of pretty young 
things and may just be the lesbian guilty plea-
sure of the year. virginia—starring Jennifer 
Connelly, Toby Jones, Emma Roberts and Ed 
Harris, with a script and direction by gay rights 
activist and Oscar winner (for his Milk script) 
Dustin Lance Black—is based on Black’s own 
relationship with his troubled single mother 
and growing up Mormon. Veering from quirky 
to melodramatic, the tone of the movie doesn’t 
quite jell, but a strong cast (especially Connelly 
as the mentally challenged mother) helps tip the 
scales in its favor. 
 Weekend, my favorite queer movie of 2011, 
gets the deluxe treatment from Criterion on 
Blu-ray with its usual slew of extras that drive 
cinephiles into a frenzy. Pretty much everything 
you wanted to know about the making of Andrew 
Haigh’s beautifully observed (and often quite 
sexy) story of two average Joes who go from 
tricking to falling in love in a matter of days is 
packed into the Criterion’s special edition.
 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.
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David France’s debut documentary, How to 
Survive a Plague, is a history of ACT UP, the 
radical gay activist group that kick started 
the medical and political community’s slow as 
molasses response to the AIDS crisis in the 
mid-’80s. 
 It’s a searing, instructive work that serves 
as both an important historical addition to 
queer history and a cautionary tale: listen up 
fellow queers—we must not let this ever, ever 
happen again. The openly gay France knows 
his subject inside and out; he has literally 
been covering this story as a journalist for 
both the gay and mainstream media almost 
since the first appearance of the insidious 
disease in the early ‘80s. 
 On a personal level, the native New Yorker 
saw dozens of comrades fall and, sadly, his 
own lover succumbed to AIDS in 1992. France 
culled various video archives to create the 
basis of his documentary. What surprises 
about the film—given its grim, unrelenting 
subject matter—is that it also has its share 
of suspense and excitement. How to Survive a 
Plague opens on Friday, Sept. 21, at the Music 
Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave. 
 Windy City Times: I’m thrilled to be talk-
ing with you today, having been a member 
of ACT UP Chicago.
 David France: Oh, wonderful.
 WCT: This brought back so many emo-
tions I can’t even tell you. I’d love to start 
with a quote you gave that I think is so 
great to think about as people watch the 
film: “This isn’t a movie about what AIDS 
did to us. This is a movie about what WE 
did to AIDS.” It’s transformative to see a 
piece like this—especially for the kids who 

didn’t live through it.
 DF: I didn’t realize until I started showing 
it at festivals that it’s not just kids; anybody 
under 40 is clueless about what happened in 
those plague years in America and you know 
what they think? They think that [there was] 
an ugly disease with a mystery, people died 
and the system took care of it and it’s over. 
They’re surprised to learn that people are still 
contracting HIV today, much less that it took 
this heroic, epic battle over a decade to try to 
force those drugs out of the research labora-
tories.
 WCT: Which is stunning to even contem-
plate … still.
 DF: Yes, and I blame us. I think that we 
stopped talking about it. I think we stopped 
telling our stories. I know I did and I know 
why. It was something that you just put away 
after 1996. Or at least put on the shelf for 
awhile anyway.
 WCT: Exactly but also, and the film touch-
es on this—for me personally and for a lot 
of my fellow gays—it was so hard to be in 
that angry place all the time. I remember 
it just being really hard to stay hunkered 
down in that negative place. The film illus-
trates that—after those initial successes 
the group sort of turned in on itself. You 
really need that anger to be an activist and 
it’s hard to maintain.
    DF: Yes, defi-
nitely. ACT UP fomented anger; it cherished 
anger. It said, “Anger is the emotion that you 
are allowed to have” and part of that was to 
counter those other emotions—the terror, the 
sadness. It’s like saying, “Focus instead on 

how to Survive a Plague. Photo by William 
Lucas Walker

Director David France on 
his ACT UP documentary
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anger and we’re going to turn your anger into 
action.” Every meeting would start with every-
one chanting, “United in anger and committed 
to direct action to end the AIDS crisis.” Anger 
was what kept ACT UP together.
 WCT: The film also shows us the aftermath 
of the demos or appearances or “zaps”—the 
exuberance of taking on authorities. A lot of 
the successes were calculated by how many 
people got arrested, who got the flag hoisted 
up above the crowd, tossed in the paddy wag-
on, etc. And the social aspect of the group 
afterwards was pretty glorious. The camara-
derie…
 DF: That’s one of the things that I think peo-
ple have really missed in the years since then. 
The dispersing of the community that worked 
so closely together for so many years and that 
contributes in part to the sense of disorienta-
tion that I think defined the lives of a lot of the 
activists before the group formed.
 WCT: I hate to blanket stereotype but I 
think it’s something that’s really missing in 
this distracted age of Twitter and social me-
dia, etc. I think it’s hard to find a collective 
mindset, and harder still to get folks to sit 
still and focus on any given thing.
 DF: Exactly … in the same space. We some-
times think that Facebook does that equally 
well, but it doesn’t. What you see in How to 
Survive a Plague is how working together the in-
dividuals in the organization are accomplishing 
much more than they might if they were working 
in isolation. How ideas get refined; how break-
throughs come from the most unexpected places 
and how, really, effective political organizing 
works. It’s so plain in that footage.
 WCT: And yet you wonder if those tactics 
would be effective today. I think about the 
Occupy Wall Street group, for example. Is that 
because there are so many different issues? I 
mean there was a purity about ACT UP—“give 
us the drugs” and then it was, “stop gauging 
us with high drug prices”—everybody was fo-
cused on one message with everybody saying 
the same thing.
 DF: Right. You know, they were much more 
savvy about media than Occupy Wall Street. 
Occupy Wall Street got a ton of press but they 
weren’t using the press; they weren’t controlling 
the press the way that ACT UP did. ACT UP had, 
just by nature of the community that was struck 
by the disease, people who had skills and ac-
complishments in various really important areas 
like national television news. 
 You see Ann Northup in the film, who had 
been a producer for ABC news; every week she 
would practice with the members of ACT UP in 
New York how to polish their sound bites. People 
were not going out unprepared—they were pre-
pared for the arrests; they were prepared with 
their messages; they were prepared with their 
chants. There was a person in charge of drilling 
people on chants, they were prepared with their 
visual signage, they had people coming into the 
organization from Madison Avenue bringing the 

strength of advertising design to AIDS activism. 
 AIDS activism was being sold through the me-
dia with all the excitement and hoopla of Ma-
donna because it was the same people who were 
selling Madonna. Literally, they had those expe-
riences and they brought it to a reviled disease 

and they made as sexy as you can imagine and 
they changed the perception of the epidemic 
through the media and then the minds of the 
entire country. We did not do that with Occupy. 
Instead, we saw a mistrust of the mainstream 
media which I think was a big mistake to begin 
with. But we also saw that adopting in a very 
kind of Catholic way the idea of consensus being 
necessary for any decision making. And that is 
an almost impossible standard.
 WCT: And after the success of something 
like ACT UP, which the world had not seen be-
fore—the street-theater tactics of “the die-
ins,” and things like that, that sort of activist 
theater—now we live in this very cynical age 
of “been there, done that” which is so unfor-
tunate.
 DF: Right. Well we also live in a post 9/11 age 
where some of the tactics of ACT UP; some of 
the most thrilling tactics of ACT UP couldn’t be 
replicated again. You can’t go and throw things 
onto the lawn of the White House now—it’s 
a felony today to do that. A felony. You can’t 
climb up on a senator’s house.
 WCT: It was stunning to see that—I’d for-
gotten that ACT UP put a giant condom over 
Jesse helms’ house. Brilliant. Brilliant.
 DF: It’s unbelievable that it happened and 
there’s the footage of it actually happening.

 WCT: This is akin in some ways, don’t you 
think, to the civil-rights movement? I’m sure 
you’ve heard that analogy before.
 DF: Absolutely. That was my goal when I start-
ed working on this—to present AIDS activism; 
to induct, really AIDS activism into the canon 
of history changing social justice movements. 
Following feminism and the anti-war movement 
and the Civil Rights movement. It left behind 
a country as radically changed as any of those 
previous movements.
 WCT: I’m assuming that gay audiences get 
that. Do mainstream audiences [understand] 
as well?
 DF: Yes, yes; they totally get it. There’s this 
dividing line that is surprising to me and it’s at 
40. So the people over 40 have some sense of 
what happened and people under 40 have no 
sense of what happened. Straight audiences are 
totally shocked that gay people were so reviled 
and disenfranchised. They go, “What?! They 
would say what about gay people on the floor of 
the senate?!” Because things have changed so 
dramatically on the shoulders of AIDS and AIDS 
activism—the cultural role of gay people in so-
ciety that anybody who is under 40 can’t believe 
it wasn’t always that way.
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how to Survive a Plague director David France. Photo by Karine Laval
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BY JASON CArSON WILSON

Life brims with dreams and expectations. Dreams 
and expectations put Chicago-based actress 
Fawzia Mirza, a queer Muslim woman, where she 
belongs—in front of audiences.
 Mirza’s journey began Canada. She was born 
Ontario, but lived in Nova Scotia until age 16, 
before Mirza and her family moved to Wabash, 
Ind.
 “I grew up always being an ‘other.’ You defi-
nitely felt very different…very alone.”
 Those cultural differences were as obvious 
there as they were in Hoosier state. However, 
Mirza endured starkly different reactions to 
them in the Midwest.
 “When I moved to Indiana, I had never had 
people making fun of parents’ accents,” she 
said. “Nobody used it against me. It was kind of 
jarring.”
 Entertaining people, even at her own expense, 
became Mirza’s coping mechanisms. It also ful-
filled a desire—which humans share—to be like 
everyone else.
 My way of expressing myself was making peo-
ple laugh,” Mirza said. “Laughing at myself and 
having other people laugh at me made me feel 
safe.”
 She took advantage of the few performance 
opportunities in high school, which included 
participating in band as well as speech and 
drama clubs. By the way, she played the French 
horn in band.
 Family expectations tempered Mirza’s dreams. 
Her strict Muslim upbringing sanctioned struc-
tured group activity, while only prizing individ-
ual pursuits deemed worthwhile.
 Heading to the University of Indiana at 
Bloomington changed all that. Like most stu-
dents, education wasn’t the sole focus of Mirza’s 
college years.
 “For me, it was about life…experiencing free-
dom,” she said.
 Mirza left a conservative Muslim, which for-
bade attending prom. After all, it was just hang-
ing out set to music.
 “Hanging out wasn’t OK, because you weren’t 
doing something specific,” Mirza said. “It could 
lead to something not useful.”
 So, she seized those college days for all they 
were worth. Mirza started as a journalism major, 
but ultimately double-majored in English and 
political science. 
 But family expectations still lingered, making 

Mirza’s dream major unacceptable. She longed to 
study theater.
 “That wasn’t something OK to be a career,” 
Mirza, the daughter and sister of doctors.
 When graduation rolled around and the real 
world called, she had to stall. Law school was 
Mirza’s diversion.
 “It was way to not get bogged down in other 
possibilities of life,” she said.
 So, Mirza got three more years of “a future 
that included avoiding future decisions.” Law 
school was the lesser of two evils. It brought a 
hidden blessing—in the nick of time.
 Mirza participated on the trial team as a third-
year law student. “There was some theatricality 
about it,” she said. “Giving an opening state-
ment that people want to hear … that was fun!”
 The experience proved more than fun. It un-
leashed a dormant desire.
 “That prompted me to rethink this fantasy 

that I tucked away,” she said. “It connected 
with something inside that was just gone. It re-
ally reinvigorated my spirit.”
 When summer of 2003 ended, Mirza graduated 
law school and took the bar. She discovered 
she’d passed the exam in the fall. Mirza grabbed 
her dream with both hands after, respectfully, 
putting others’ expectations aside.
 “I opened myself to be an actor,” she said.
 Law school taught Mirza not to fear informa-
tion. So, she began to do research. “You just 
kind of stumble through these baby steps of 
what being an actor is,” Mirza said.
 So, beginning January 2004, she made multi-
tasking an art form. Mirza led a double life for 
nearly three years, working and learning. She 
was a litigator by day, eagerly learning to act by 
night. That working and learning paid off, when 
she snagged a role in Catharsis Productions’ “Sex 
Signals” open call.
 “It’s essentially a funny show that talks about 
sex violence prevention,” Mirza said.
 The production has taken her to Ivy League 
and Big Ten campuses as well as seven coun-
tries. Sex Signals is mandatory viewing for the 
military. “It’s just this beautiful, beautiful group 
of people,” Mirza said. “They took me in at a re-
ally transitional time.”
 Mirza’s father died as she emerged from a legal 
cocoon to become a full-fledged actor.
 ”It was a transition year in so many different 
ways … on so many different levels,” she said.
 Although Mirza defied expectations to become 
an actress, family loyalty and cultural pride re-
main. An abiding love and respect for her moth-
er runs deep.
 Catharsis Productions will pilot Mirza’s one-
woman show, “Me, My Mom & Sharmila Tagore.” 
Workshopping and piloting begins early 2013. 
Sharmila Tagore is a famous Bollywood heroine.
 “[It’s] partially, in some ways, a love letter to 
my mother and my culture,” Mirza said. “I am 
everything that I am because of those things. I 
want to embrace all of my identities.”
 Embracing all of her identities inspired Mirza 
to produce the short documentary, “Queen of My 
Dreams.” She co-wrote and directed the project 
with Ryan Logan. It also features Tagore.
 “Queen of My Dreams” will be on Chicago In-
ternational Film Festival’s lineup on Oct. 16.
 Mirza turned the Bollywood film fantasy on its 
head. Instead of a sexy man singing to her, a 
sensuous woman serenades her.
 “It was kind of an experimental project,” Mirza 

said. “For me, it was a way to embrace all these 
layers of otherness.”
 Mirza most recently appeared as Marshall in 
the locally filmed production Scrooge & Marley, 
a gay take on A Christmas Carol. Other acting 
projects include Promised Land, Silhouettes, The 
Widow, Jamie and Jessie Are Not Together, Two 
Sides of Suicide and Not Quite White. Mirza also 
produced two other documentaries: Fish Out of 
Water and A Message from the East.
 She’s also earned notice as “Kam Kardashian.” 
Kam, the forgotten queer Kardashian, began as 
a character Mirza did for an audition. “Whether 
you like them or hate them, they are a huge 
brand,” Mirza said.
 Kam has become the star of her own faux re-
ality Web series to “make them accessible to a 
queer audience.”
 “One of the goals was not be mean,” Mirza said. 
“That’s not the comedy I want to do. When you 
think about someone disowned from a family, 
it’s sad.”

MOVIES

Dreams, expectations
drive queer Muslim actress

Fawzia Mirza at the red-carpet screening for 
Promised Land. Photo by Jerry Nunn

Gay film on 
DVD, at Siskel
 Wolfe Video has acquired Stephen Cone’s 
coming-of-age gay-themed indie The 
Wise Kids—based in Chicago and shot in 
Charleston, S.C.—for DVD/VOD release.
 The film, which opened Chicago’s 30th 
Reeling Film Festival last year, will appear 
on Digital and OnDemand outlets Nov. 27. 
 Prior to its release, film will run at Chi-
cago’s Gene Siskel Film Center Oct. 26-Nov. 
1. Tickets go on sale this month.

http://www.americanbluestheater.com


BY JErrY NUNN

Eva Longoria and George Lopez are hosting the 
ALMA Awards (spotlighting the very best U.S. 
Latino contributions to music, television and 
film) this year, and Longoria even is executive-
producing the show as well. 
 This year, Cheech Marin will be honored along 
with several Latino Olympians. Rapper Pitbull 
has a special song planned, with more music 
from Flo Rida featuring Roselyn Sanchez. 
 Longoria is known for acting in the ABC series 
Desperate Housewives, receiving a Golden Globe 
nomination. Lopez starred in his own self-titled 
sitcom on ABC before hosting a talk show. He 
tours regularly performing his stand-up, heading 
soon to the Windy City. 
 Those not watching the show to see these two 
banter back and forth at the awards show should 
at least stick around to see Longoria’s costume 
changes. Here is what they had to say before the 

show aired this week. 
 Windy City Times: hello, Eva and George. 
Well first off I want to say congratulations. 
Both of you are nominated so that must be 
awesome to be both hosts and nominated.
 George Lopez: It really is. I’m happy that I’ve
won multiple times. I have them where I can 
see them every day. When you work hard to be 
honored not only by your peers but also on a 
large scale like the ALMAs, which means some-
thing to every Latino performer, young and old, 
it is quite an accomplishment to be chosen to 
win an award.
 Eva Longoria: I always pull myself out of the 
categories as a producer. They talked me into 
keeping myself in the movie category because 
that movie was just so great and Andy Garcia is 
amazing in it. A lot of people were nominated 
from For Greater Glory. I was very proud of it. 
But I was trying to pull myself out again.
 WCT: You deserve it. You weren’t even rec-
ognizable in that movie you were so into the 
role. 
 EL: Well, thank you. I appreciate that. 
 WCT: When did you become involved with 

the Alma Awards and NCLr [National Council 
of La raza] in the first place?
 EL: I’ve been involved with NCLR for a long 
time—I think since [the daytime soap opera] 
The Young and the Restless, attending NCLR per-
formances and really working with them as the 
largest advocacy group for Latinos in America. 
They do a lot outside of the ALMAs. So that’s 
when I started with NCLR, through advocacy and 
activism.
 WCT: how is juggling your scheduling when 
you are filming?
 EL: It’s been crazy because I’ve been cam-
paigning a lot for the president. It’s usually 
harder whenever I was on Desperate House-
wives. That was a little harder. But, yeah, you 
make it work. It’s a very important show.
 WCT: how do you feel Latin people are rep-
resented in the media?
 EL: It’s definitely improving. We have a lot to 
do. I think, as a community, we have to get 

behind the camera and we have to start creating 
our own stories and our images. A great example 
of this is Devious Maids, which I’m an exec pro-
ducer on. Being able to put four lead Latinas on 
a show, telling the remarkable stories of these 
four complex women, [is] an example of what 
we need to continue to do as writers, as produc-
ers, as directors. We need to create our story.
 GL: But also in the media you have to change 
your thinking. We all need to do better as 
people, not just as Latinos. And obviously, you 
know, when you look at some other award shows 
they tend to be a little bit hard to watch and 
hard to take. The ALMA Awards, on the other 
hand, are very colorful; it moves, it’s funny and 
it’s vibrant.
 I think a lot of the other award shows suffer 
because they have a lack of vibrancy. This one is 
on Mundos and Telemundo and NBC and it’s per-
formers who cross over to other cultures. When 
you look at the American Music Awards, a lot of 
the time it’s just a one-sided appeal.
 WCT: Do you think hollywood is finally do-
ing better at stereotypes?
 GL: Our celebrity is on the level of everyone 

else. If you look at Eva, [she] is a celebrity of 
the highest magnitude all over the world not 
only in the southwest but in the United States 
of America. So if you look at Christina Aguilera, 
she’s on a show that’s incredibly successful. 
Pitbull is the musical director, composer of the 
song and performer on the highest level, on a 
global level.
 WCT: What are themes are you focusing on 
this year?
 EL: Well, every year George and I mix it up 
because usually George’s comedy is pretty rel-
evant to current events. This is a really big year, 
obviously, with the elections coming up. We’ve 
had a lot of fun things that have happened this 
year. We’re usually current event-related. So ev-
ery year is a little different and exciting and fun.
 WCT: What has been a big moment on past 
ALMA Award shows?
 EL: God, one of mine is Andy Garcia. I don’t 
know why that one just sticks with me but it was 
when we honored Andy Garcia. Another one was 
Marc Anthony. Those were really great tributes 
and the musical components of all of those were 
amazing.
 When Christina Aguilera first came on the 
scene, it was her first televised appearance on 
the ALMAs. I think it was “Genie in a Bottle.” 
Looking back, she was on our stage when she 
was beginning her career.
 GL: I liked it when Prince came by to honor 
Sheila E. 
 WCT: What routines do you have planned?
 EL: One year we did a skit with Cheech and 
Chong and next year we’ll do something else. 
And so this year we’re actually formulating all of 
our stuff right now.
 WCT: That will be a surprise. There is quite 
a list of people to go through.
 EL: These celebrities now are global and not 
just regional. That’s an important thing to also 
realize is that Latinos and the people that we 
honor now are wildly successful, globally suc-
cessful and we’re honoring them with our pride 

and we want everybody to see that.
 WCT: The board nominated Naya rivera, who 
had such an important storyline on Glee with 
being openly lesbian and dealing with her re-
ligious mother. hats off to the nominations 
because I think she was nominated twice and 
she deserves it.
 GL: Yes, I agree. That’s a good storyline for 
all people, any actor and, yeah, I think that it’s 
contemporary. It’s nice that we get to play those 
parts as well.
 WCT: We will see you in Chicago on Sept. 
22. 
 GL: I will see you then, brother. I am looking 
forward to it. 
 Watch the awards Friday, Sept. 21, on NBC 
at 7 p.m. 
 See Lopez live and in person the day after 
at the Chicago Theatre, 175 North State St. 
For more about the stand up act and to pur-
chase tickets visit www.thechicagotheatre.
com. 
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Eva Longoria and
George Lopez: 
On the ALMA Awards

George Lopez and Eva Longoria at a past ALMA Award ceremony. Photo from Chris hestan/NBC

‘Singin’ in the 
Rain’ to end 
symphony series
 The Chicago Symphony Orchestra has an-
nounced the addition of the movie musical 
Singin’ in the Rain Friday, May 17, 2013, 
at 8 p.m. to complete its 2012/13 Friday 
Night at the Movies series.
 Singin’ in the Rain joins the 2012/13 
series with Disney Fantasia: Live in Con-
cert (Nov. 23, 2012) and Hitchcock at the 
Movies: A Symphonic Celebration (March 8, 
2013).
 Single tickets for all Friday Night at the 
Movies performances are $69-$267, and go 
on sale to the public Aug. 10. See www.
cso.org or call 312-294-3000.
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BY TYLEr GILLESPIE

Before writer Bruce Brown’s brother died, he 
asked him to write a gay character into one of 
Brown’s graphic novels. The two brothers had 
been close: Brown described him as “a very giv-
ing man—he was like the kind of guy that if you 
went to work and everybody forgot your birth-
day he showed up with balloons.” His brother’s 
request and Brown’s strong interest in writing a 
story about Africa inspired him to write the chil-
dren’s book Gordon the Giraffe—a unique book 
that illustrates gay acceptance for kids.
 “When my brother became HIV-positive—
probably about five or six years ago—before 
he passed away he and I had a conversation. 
He knew that I was a graphic novelist, and he 
had always told me that he thought I should 
do something with a gay character in it,” said 
Brown. “To a large degree, [Gordon the Giraffe] 
was written as a dying wish of my brother to 
do something for the gay community. When he 
asked me to do this, I felt that I wanted to do 
more than what he originally intended me to 
do.”
 Gordon the Giraffe, illustrated by A. Shelton, 
is a children’s book specifically written for LGBT 
families; Arcana Studio published it Sept. 11. As 
a graphic novelist, Brown’s work has been fea-
tured in Chicago Tribune, Publisher’s Weekly and 
Wired.
 “I mostly did children’s books and I knew 
that my brother—like most people—eventually 
in their life marry and adopt children and have 

a family, which he was never able to do, be-
cause he didn’t live long enough,” said Brown. 
“I started thinking about it and to me it made 
sense to do a children’s book for gay families.” 
 The story is set in “Ugladunga,” a “hidden 
kingdom in Africa.” It follows the lead char-
acter, Gordon, a giraffe who likes to play “Mu-
lunga Doo”—a game traditionally played with a 
member of the opposite sex—with another boy. 
Because he likes to play this game with another 
boy, Gordon’s peers bully him. 
 “I knew the basic message that I wanted was 
tolerance, but I also wanted to incorporate some 
things that my brother experienced as a gay 
man. … I knew my brother had gone through 
experiences at work where he was harassed be-
cause of [being gay],” said Brown. “There were 
times he even told me he was afraid to go in 
certain areas and do certain things, because he 
worried about safety. … I wanted to find ways 
to incorporate those things into the book, but 
it’s a children’s story so it’s all put in the context 
of that.”
 Brown’s early brainstorming efforts for Gordon 
the Giraffe involved looking up pictures of Africa 
online. These searches led to his inspiration of a 
giraffe for the protagonist. 
 “I started seeing these pictures of Africa and 
these beautiful giraffes,” Brown said. “I had 
thought about how I could turn [the giraffe] 
into something symbolic. The giraffe has such a 
long neck and he sees from a different perspec-
tive than everybody else. That’s how I wanted to 
have the book—I wanted to show things from a 

different perspective.”
  While the book is written for gay families, 
Brown says that any family can read, enjoy and 
learn from it. Brown has showed the book to 
both gay and straight families to an overwhelm-
ingly positive response. 
 “I made it for gay families, but it’s a message 
of tolerance that anybody can read. It should be 
for everyone,” said Brown. 
 In Brown’s narrative, he takes an adult issue 
of tolerance and turns it into something that 
children can understand. The book’s goal is to 
teach children acceptance early on in their lives. 
 “Gordon is harassed because he is differ-
ent, but in Gordon’s eyes, everybody who ha-
rasses him seems different to him,” said Brown. 
“There’s a line in the book that basically said, 
‘The creator created giraffes with long necks be-

cause their hearts were so big and they could 
see all the beauty in the world.” 
 The story is a tale of acceptance and redemp-
tion. Brown said that he thinks the simplest 
stories can sometimes be the most poignant, 
and that the book is distinctive because of its 
intended audience and the way the story is told. 
 “The book is very unique,” said Brown. “I 
think it is honestly the first time—in anything 
coming out of the comic industry—where a book 
is really written solely for gay parents. I think 
that is unheard of, and I think it’s an impor-
tant book that people—whether they are gay or 
straight—can read it as a message of tolerance 
for children and it opens up a chance to talk to 
kids.” 
 People can pre-order Gordon the Giraffe on 
Amazon. 

Brother’s wish inspires
children’s book for
LGBT families

Bruce Brown (right) and brother Brad. Photo courtesy of Bruce Brown

BY JErrY NUNN

Howard Brown Health Center has found a way 
to raise money for women’s health services and 
entertain at the same time. Its annual event 
“Garden of Eve” was held at the River East Art 
Center Sept. 14. The space was perfect for the 
event with two levels and patios for guests to 
stroll about. 
 Ted Allen from Food Network’s Chopped hosted 
a VIP reception and Grammy Nominee singer-
songwriter Meshell Ndegeocello performed a 
lengthy set, keeping people on their feet most 
of the night. 
 Friend For Life Awards were presented to Kim-
berly Y. Smith M.D., M.P.H., as well as the law 
firm Kirkland & Ellis. 
 A variety of local restaurants from Marigold 
to newly opened Pecking Order in Edgewater 
provided food for the evening. Computerized 
auctions had attendees bidding on hotels and 
theater tickets until closing.
 Photos by Jerry Nunn and Mel Ferrand

‘Garden’ of delights at River East Art Center



Audre Lorde festival
visiting UIC, NU
 A film and cultural festival honoring the late 
African-American lesbian filmmaker Audre Lorde 
is touring community venues, libraries and uni-
versities nationally—and will stop at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago Oct. 2 and North-
western University Oct. 3-4.
 The Northwestern event will take place at Mary 
and Leigh Block Museum of Art, 40 Arts Circle 
Dr., Evanston.
 The movies making up this touring festival 
include Audre Lorde: The Berlin Years 1984 to 
1992; A Litany for Survival (2012): The Life 
and Work of Audre Lorde (1995); The Edge of 
Each Other’s Battles: The Vision of Audre Lorde 
(2002); and Hope in My Heart: The May Ayim 
Story (1997). (Ayim was a Ghanaian-German 
poet and political personality.)
 In addition to the films, author Ika Hügel-Mar-
shall, M.A., will appear in person to read from 
her autobiography, Invisible Woman: Growing 
Up Black in Germany (2001).
 For more information about the UIC event, 
email Professor Elizabeth Loentz at loentz@
uic.edu; regarding the NU event, email Profes-
sor Anna Parkinson at parkinson@northwestern.
edu.

Here TV announces
fall schedule
 Here TV—which it self-promotes as “America’s 
only gay TV network”—has announced new and 
returning original series and specials scheduled 
for fall.
 The specials and returning series include:
 —For & Against: Season 2 (now airing): Com-
mentator Jim Morrison returns as host of this 
30-minute political analysis series.
 —Just Josh: Season 2 (now airing): The show 
visits New York’s hottest and trendiest hangouts, 
and features host Josh Rosenzweig’s spin on pop 
culture.
 —Legends from Here (Sept. 7): Here TV shares 
interviews with screen legends including Rock 
Hudson and Oscar winner Shelley Winters, 
among others.
 —Pride & Groom (Sept. 21): This docu-style 
special covers the nuptials of four same-sex New 
York couples.
 —Because of an Earlier Incident (October): 
This original Here TV film series looks at clas-
sic Hollywood films through an LGBT lens and 
contextualizes movies, including Swing High, 
Swing Low (Carole Lombard, Fred MacMurray) 
and Royal Wedding (Fred Astaire, Jane Powell).

 —She’s Living for This: Season 2 (November): 
Sherry Vine brings back her variety show.

Michael Feinstein in
Chicago Sept. 29
 Multiplatinum-selling and Emmy-/Grammy-
nominated entertainer Michael Feinstein will 
perform at the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt 
University (ATRU), 50 E. Congress Pkwy., on Sat-
urday, Sept. 29, at 7:30 p.m.
 Feinstein will unite with Jeff Lindberg’s world-
renowned Chicago Jazz Orchestra for the show, 
which will feature songs by George and Ira Ger-
shwin as well as Frank Sinatra.
 Tickets are $32-$92; see www.Ticketmaster.
com/auditorium or call 800-982-2787.

AbFab 20th-anniv.
specials out
 BBC Home Entertainment is distributing “Ab-
solutely Fabulous: 20th-Anniversary Specials” to 
DVD.
 Jennifer Saunders (French & Saunders) and Jo-
anna Lumley (The Corpse Bride) return to their 
celebrated roles as Edina Monsoon and Patsy 
Stone in three all-new specials that Saunders 
wrote.
 All previous seasons of Absolutely Fabulous 
are available from BBC Home Entertainment, 
sold individually or all together in the Absolute-
ly Fabulous: Absolutely Everything collection.
 The price for the “Specials” DVD is $24.98.
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WCT: It’s wonderful to see in the film how 
one individual like Iris Long, the retired 
chemist, could make such a difference. Ap-
parently she just happened to show up at 
a meeting and says, “You guys are going 
about this the wrong way.” I love that the 
movie celebrates all these unsung heroes.
 DF: Absolutely. She is one of those un-
predictable but necessary characters in his-
tory—somebody who comes when you would 
least expect them to arrive bearing a message 
that gives you the power to move forward. 
I mean history pivots on her. If she hadn’t 
said, “You can do this; you can figure this 
shit out” and “You can’t reinvent science, you 
have to go to the institutions themselves and 
make them perform for you.” If she hadn’t 
had those two messages I don’t think AIDS 
treatment activism would have developed the 
way it did.
 WCT: It also is a reminder that the scien-

tists were the first to see the light with the 
politicians following, usually kicking and 
screaming.
 DF: And yet here is a completely awkward, 
heterosexual woman who had never met a gay 
person before in her life and who somehow 
screwed up the courage to go and find ACT UP 
and bring her message to them. She wasn’t 
recruited; she found them.
 WCT: David, you personally have spent 
a great deal of your personal and profes-
sional life involved this issue—is this film 
the penultimate expression for you now or 
is there more to come?
 DF: Well, I’m writing a book on the plague 
years and drug development. So, no [laughs], 
I have more but you know, I don’t think I’ll 
ever be finished with this story of AIDS. I 
think that it’s been so instrumental in my life 
and the life of the people around me that I’m 
going to keep challenging the story to see 
what more we can learn from it.
 See www.surviveaplague.com.

PLAGUE from page 33

how to 
Survive a
Plague. Photo
by William
Lucas Walker

Joanna Lumley (left) and Jennifer Saunders 
in Absolutely Fabulous: 20th-Anniversary 
Specials. Photo from BBC home Entertain-
ment
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BY CAMILLE BErEDJICK

The living room in Mugsie Pike’s cozy Rog-
ers Park apartment could pass as the dressing 
room for the world’s classiest burlesque—and 
in a way, it is. The fabrics and fitting doodads 
strewn across her futon—draped over busts and 
packed into her sewing room—set the scene for 
the place where she does her best work: sewing 
tailor-made lingerie and other garments for cus-
tomers with specific needs. 
 She’s a seamstress, designer and social-justice 
advocate, and her business is bra-making.
 Pike is the founder of Renegade Lingerie, a 
Chicago-based custom lingerie business that ca-
ters especially to transgender women, plus-sized 
women, women who have had mastectomies and 
other people who don’t see themselves in the 
pages of high-fashion underwear catalogs. She 
trained professionally at a custom bra-making 
school outside of Toronto and launched Ren-
egade in early 2011. 
 Pike herself is intersex and has been involved 
with the trans community since high school, so 
creating a business with the needs of trans, gen-
derqueer or gender non-conforming people in 
mind came naturally. In college, she came into 
contact with “fat-positive femme people” who 
inspired her to focus on plus-sized people too. 
 “My approach is about accommodating bodies 
that already exist,” said Pike, 24.
 She runs the business out of her apartment 
because every garment is custom-made, leaving 
no need for a storefront. Customers mainly find 
out about her by word of mouth and come to 
her with specific ideas about the lingerie they 
need. After an initial fitting and several follow-
ups, Pike said, customers leave with a garment 
that’s comfortable and beautiful, and most im-
portantly, fits perfectly. 
 “I was looking for something that was com-
fortable, I like little material, I don’t need a lot 
of padding ... but I still wanted something pret-
ty,” said Cecilia Taylor, 55, of Milwaukee. She 
has since bought two custom bras from Pike. “[A 
bra that fits] really makes a world of difference.”
 The struggle to find a good bra can especially 
hold true for trans women, who may be less 
likely to find mass-produced bras that fit their 
bodies. Katie Burgess, the director of a trans 
youth advocacy organization in Minneapolis, 
said shopping for a well-fitting bra was a con-
stant heartache.
 “I can’t count the number of times I’ve walked 
into a Victoria’s Secret-style place, and before 
I could even ask for a bra fitting I’ve just been 
shown the door,” said Burgess, 29. 
 Burgess met Pike at a transgender health con-
ference in Minnesota. She looked through ex-
amples of Pike’s work and said she was “taken 
aback” that Pike made garments for trans and 
queer bodies like hers. She did a fitting with 
Pike at the conference and later they sent gar-
ments back and forth, Burgess modeling mock-
up bras over Skype.
 The final product is a “beautifully simple” 
black bra embellished with teal lace, detailed 
stitching and a tiny bow. It’s not padded—a 
personal request from Burgess evoking her frus-
tration with mass-produced push-up bras—and 
it fits. 
 “It was the first time in my life where I had 
looked at my chest in the mirror and felt happy,” 
Burgess said. “The ability to experiment with 
different clothes and increase self esteem—it’s 
huge.”
 Pike agrees that high-profile underwear stores 
a la Victoria’s Secret aren’t particularly trans-

positive, body-positive or even woman-positive. 
The mainstream fashion industry has strict con-
ceptions of beauty and sex appeal, Pike said, 
and she’s working to challenge them. 
 “I don’t think I’m coming from a place where 
I’m dictating how you have to be sexy for other 
people to look at,” she said. “You can be sexy 
for other people to look at, you can be sexy 
for yourself, you can just be really comfortable 
and not be sexy and never want to be sexy, and 
that’s fine.”
 Bras aren’t Pike’s only contribution to the 
world of trans-positive underwear. She also 
makes custom chest binders, made-to-order with 
built-in posture support, and exclusive “stand-
to-pee” packing underwear for trans guys, sold 
exclusively at The Tool Shed in Milwaukee. Pike 
also has a background in costume design and 
makes corsets, shapewear and swimwear. 
 The goal, she said, is for people to feel com-
fortable with their bodies in a way that’s not 
always possible in mass-produced clothing—if 
your clothes don’t fit, it’s hard to feel good 
about yourself. Pike said she was heavyset with 
a large chest growing up, and consecutive failed 
attempts at finding clothes that fit struck her 
self-esteem hard. 
 “[I thought] my body must be so strange that 
there’s nothing out there for it, obviously my 
body is wrong,” she told Windy City Times. “To 
express yourself the way you want to and to feel 
good in your body, that makes a really big dif-
ference on your attitude.”
 It took an imported British bra from a special-
ty shop for Pike to overcome back pain and make 
peace with her body. She knows the difference a 
good bra can make. Now, so does Burgess.
 “Something that I see so often in the [trans] 
community is the struggle to find affirming 
clothing,” Burgess said. “I have such profound 
respect for what Mugsie does.”

BUSINESS

Lingerie business
finds niche in
trans community

Mugsie Pike. Photo by Camille Beredjick

http://www.corpuschristi-themovie.com


BY CArrIE MAXWELL

Local lesbian couple Connie Pare and Jessica 
Shagena are the winners of this year’s eleven 
eleven WEDDING Giveaway sponsored by Great-
est Expectations Special Events and Weddings, 
Inc.
 The giveaway is in its third year. Pare and 
Shagena are the first same-sex couple to win, 
although other gay and lesbian couples have ap-
plied in the past. Greatest Expectations Special 
Events and Weddings, Inc. Owner/Event Director 
Heather Lynne Vickery said, “Connie and Jessica 
are amazing, funny and dynamic women. They 
have a beautiful love story and a zest for life 
that just lights up a room. We couldn’t be more 
excited to work with them!”
 The couple will tie the knot later Nov. 11 at 
the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum in Lincoln 
Park in front of 75 people. Pare and Shagena’s 
guests will include close family and friends.
 Originally from Michigan, both Pare and Sha-
gena now call Chicago their home. Pare, 32, grew 
up with a younger brother in a small town in 
Michigan. She then lived in Kalamazoo, Mich., 
for eight years prior to arriving in Chicago a lit-
tle less than five years ago. Shagena, who is 26, 
grew up in Port Huron, Mich., as an only child 
and made the move to Chicago about four years 
ago. 
 Both women plan on becoming teachers. Sha-
gena is currently finishing her teaching degree 
while Pare works at Capital Grille. Pare plans on 
going back to finish her degree when Shagena 
graduates. 
 Although it was harder for Pare’s family to 
adjust to her coming out—she was 26 at the 
time—they are completely supportive of her re-
lationship with Shagena, as is Shagena’s family. 
Shagena came out to very supportive parents at 
16.
 The couple met in a Kalamazoo bar where Pare 
worked. A friend of Shagena’s introduced them; 
however, neither woman was ready to date other 
people. Shagena shared that they hit it off right 
away and that Pare makes a mean cocktail. 
 Since Pare moved to Chicago first the begin-
ning of their relationship was long-distance; 
however, Pare said it made them appreciate 
each other more. “When Jessie moved here it 
was great—and it hasn’t stopped being great,” 
said Pare.
 When Pare and Shagena got engaged last Oc-
tober, they didn’t think they would be able to 
have a wedding due to lack of funds. They origi-
nally planned to do something small but when 
Pare was reading The L Stop website she came 
across the eleven eleven WEDDING Giveaway. 
 At first, Pare didn’t think anything of it; how-
ever, after she read about the giveaway they 
decided to enter by answering some essay ques-
tions. A small group of sponsors as well as Great-
est Expectations picked the top 10. 
 Then, the public voted. Since the voting took 
place during Shagena’s spring break she spent 
all of her time on the computer reaching out to 
people—including Windy City Times readers—
for support. When the voting ended they were 
chosen, along with three straight couples, as 
this year’s finalists. From there, all of the give-
away sponsors voted by secret ballot. 
 To announce the winner, Greatest Expectations 
held a live reveal party May 8 at the restaurant 
Nellcote with the four finalists, their family and 
friends. (Shagena’s mom was in attendance.) 
 Pare said that the sponsors (who were present 
at the party) are excited to be working with two 
brides even though it will be double the work for 
many of them.
 Greatest Expectations is planning the wed-

ding, coordinating with the sponsors and 
overseeing the rehearsal dinner, ceremony and 
reception. “In our meetings with everyone we 
have found them to been wonderful, generous 
people who do this contest to give back to 
people who wouldn’t normally be able to plan 
a wedding with all the trimmings,” said Pare. 
“They really just care and want to give back. 
All of the sponsors love working together and 
they told us that in our most recent wedding 
planning meeting. Everyone that we have met 
during this journey is so selfless and giving,” 
said Shagena. 
 Many companies will be supplying the brides 
with everything necessary for their big day. For 
example, the Left Bank Jewelry and Shoes, Joy 
Millinery, Mignonette Bridal and Bella Brides-
maid will be supplying the bridal attire, shoes 
and jewelry for the brides and bridesmaids. 
Beauty On Call will be responsible for the bridal 
hair and makeup. Fleur, Inc., will supply items 
such as bouquets, boutonnieres and cake flow-
ers. Black Tie Formalwear will outfit the men in 
the bridal party with tuxedos and shoes.
 All of the day’s events will be captured by 
Poetic Productions and Amanda Hein Photogra-
phy (Hein will also be doing the engagement 

photos). There will be a photo booth with un-
limited photo strips, custom guest book using 
guests’ photo strips, and a CD with all the im-
ages after the event from Shutterbooth. During 
the ceremony and cocktails a solo pianist will 
be performing and at the reception a six-piece 
live band from the Becca Kaufman Orchestra will 
play. 
 The brides will also receive 10-one-hour per-
sonal training sessions, a one-hour bridal party 
boot camp and a one-hour nutrition consulta-
tion from Rappatone Boutique Training leading 
up to their wedding day.
 Of their win and upcoming wedding Shagena 
said, “Thanks to our Twitter followers and the 
readers of Windy City Times who voted for us. We 
can’t wait to show Chicago an awesome same-
sex wedding. We wouldn’t want to live anywhere 
else but Chicago.” Pare said, “I am just grateful 
and thankful for this city and the community as 
a whole because the community is so supportive 
and amazing. “
 To follow the couple’s journey, visit www.two-
brideswonwedding.tumblr.com. For more infor-
mation on the giveaway visit www.elevenelev-
enwedding.com and www.greatestexpectations.
com.
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Local lesbian couple
wins wedding giveaway

Saturday, September 22, 2012  //  7:30pm

Dar Williams and  
Loudon Wainwright III   
Two of contemporary folk music’s most celebrated 
singer-songwriters. 

November 9–11, 2012

RENT
By Jonathan Larson

Theater Arts Lab Series

A pop cultural phenomenon with songs that rock, 
and a story that resonates with power and passion.

Saturday, December 1, 2012  //  7:30pm 

A Leahy Family Christmas  
Embrace the spirit of the holiday season  
with fiddle-driven music, dance and vocals. 

7900 West Division Street, River Forest, Illinois 60305  //  box office (708) 488-5000

2012–13 Season

dom.edu/pac

Friday, January 25, 2013  //  7:30pm 

Bella Gaia—a Poetic Vision  
of Earth from Space
A spectacular journey around planet Earth, guided 
by the music of Kenji Williams. 

Saturday, February 9, 2013  //  1:00 pm

Imago Theatre—ZooZoo
Wit, wonder and mesmerizing mayhem. Fun for 
audiences of all ages! 

Saturday, March 9, 2013  //  5:00 pm

Audra McDonald
A very special evening with the luminous five-time 
Tony Award-winner. 

http://www.dom.edu/pac
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Johnny Brown Bag
BY MEGhAN STrEIT

When I first saw a cartoonish, neon green logo 
with the name “Johnny Brown Bag” pop up on 
an Andersonville storefront, I was a little con-
fused and not overly excited. But, when I walked 
by the place, the aroma of garlic and tomatoes 
simmering and freshly baked pizzas coming out 
of the oven drew me right in. 
 Johnny Brown Bag is owned by Jen and 
Giovanni (“Johnny”) Scalzo, the husband-and-
wife duo behind Via Carducci in Lincoln Square 
and Via Carducci La Sorella in Bucktown. Johnny 
hails from Calabria, Italy, where his passion for 
food was ignited by his mother’s cooking. The 
bottom line: The Scalzos clearly know their way 
around an Italian kitchen and the food they 
serve is refreshingly authentic. 
 My enthusiasm for Johnny Brown Bag began 
almost from the moment I sat down. The interior 
is painted in cool blues and grays, with just a 
few tables and a handful of seats at the bar if 
you’d like to watch and see how the sausage is 
made, so to speak. Johnny Brown Bag caters to 
customers stopping in for take-out (hence the 
“brown bag”), but they also deliver and you are 
more than welcome to linger over a delicious 
meal at the restaurant. In fact, the staff is so 
friendly, you feel like you’re in someone’s home 
kitchen. On one of my visits, Johnny himself was 
behind the counter cooking in the small open 
kitchen. The restaurant is awaiting its liquor li-
cense, so it’s BYOB for now. Grab a bottle of your 
favorite vino from the nearby In Fine Spirits.
 If I was enthusiastic about Johnny Brown Bag 
when I entered, I was fanatical after my first few 

bites of fried calamari. The calamari is tender 
and the breading is light and crisp. It’s served 
in a mini deep fryer basket. I think that kind of 
attention to detail in a small café shows that 
the people cooking the food truly care about the 
dining experience their customers have.
 Johnny Brown Bag’s tantalizing menu begins 
with classic and creative antipasti, a nice selec-
tion of Italian small plates and a smattering of 
fresh salads. More substantial options include an 
array of pizzas that are to die for, a dozen or so 
paninis and a wonderfully simple pasta section, 
where you choose your favorite pasta and pair it 
with your favorite sauce. I think the best way to 
experience Johnny Brown Bag is to find a friend 
(or four) order a few items from each section of 
the menu and share them all.
 As I’ve already established, the fried calamari 
won’t let you down. For a lighter option, try the 
grilled version, which is just as tasty, thanks to 
the delicious garlic and olive sauce it’s cooked 
in. For something a little out of the ordinary, 
try the arancini, which are billed as “mini rice 
balls with peas and red sauce.” That description 
scarcely does them justice. For starters, there’s 
nothing mini about these rice balls—they’re 
massive. On the inside is a risotto-like sticky 

mixture of rice and cheese, which is fried to 
heavenly perfection. The red sauce that accom-
panies them is bursting with flavor and filled 
with chunky tomatoes. The rice balls were so 
good, I didn’t even mind the peas (my most 
hated vegetable).
 I recommend sampling one of Johnny’s salads 
before you carb load on pizza and pasta. The 
beet salad is light but substantial. The ever-so-
slightly wilted spinach and paper-thin almond 
slices in this salad both pair nicely with the 
super-fresh red and yellow beets.
 My waitress told me the pastas aren’t made in 
house, but wherever they come from is some-
where good—because they are fresh, doughy and 
delicious. I tried the fettuccine Alfredo, which 
for a notoriously heavy dish, was surprisingly 
light. The pasta was coated in Alfredo sauce, 
but not drenched in it. My favorite pasta so far 
is the pappardelle. I paired the wide and sturdy 
noodles with the vodka sauce, which struck the 
perfect balance between tangy tomato and rich 
cream. I think the pappradelle would also make 
an excellent vehicle for Johnny’s Bolognese. 
 Don’t leave Johnny Brown Bag without trying 
one of the pizzas; they are the true stars in what 
I think is a pretty spectacular lineup of Italian 
treats. You can build your own pizza by picking 
and choosing from a wide selection of ingredi-
ents or leave it to the pros and order one of the 
special gourmet pizzas. The topping combina-
tions they’ve come up with will probably beat 
the pants off of anything you or I would create, 
so my advice is to try one of the special pizzas. 
 My favorite so far has been the “rustica” pizza. 
The thin and crispy crust is loaded with caramel-
ized red onions, juicy figs and robust Gorgonzola 
cheese. The sharp pungency of the Gorgonzola 
perfectly balances the sweetness of the onions 
and the figs, making for one scrumptious pizza. 
Even the more basic gourmet pizzas, like the 

Marghertia and a simple sausage, mushroom, 
onion and mozzarella pie are a cut above many 
pizzas. In fact, in a pizza town like Chicago, I 
think Johnny Brown Bag will be a strong con-
tender and possibly give some reigning champs 
a run for their money.
 The dessert offerings—tiramisu, cannoli and 
gelato—make common appearances on Ital-
ian menus. But there’s nothing ordinary about 
Johnny Brown Bag’s versions of these classics, 
and you won’t be getting some tasteless, dried 
out dessert that was defrosted a few hours ago. 
In fact, when I ordered a cannoli, Johnny him-
self took the delicate shell and stuffed it with 
fresh creamy filling right in front of me. The can-
noli was fantastic, but the one dessert I simply 
couldn’t get enough of was the hazelnut gelato. 
It’s thick and creamy, but with the lightness 
good gelato should have, and the rich hazelnut 
flavor is apparent, but not overwhelming. Plus, 
it was served at exactly the right temperature 
(not too cold). This gelato is, in a word, sub-
lime. 
 Don’t let Johnny Brown Bag’s cartoonish ex-
terior fool you. The folks in the kitchen are very 
serious about turning out top-notch Italian 
cuisine that rivals that of many more expensive 
restaurants. I’m already becoming a regular at 
Johnny Brown Bag, and I think this a place that 
will keep Andersonville residents coming back 
again and again. In fact, I predict that this 
quirky café quickly will become a fixture in the 
neighborhood.
 Johnny Brown Bag is located at 5406 N. Clark; 
call 773-270-2522 or visit 
www.johnnybrownbag.com.
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter: @SugarAnd-
SpiceMS—for inside scoop and commentary 
on Chicago’s dining scene.

WEEkLY DINING GUIDE IN 

AMERICAN
The Counter
666 W. Diversey pkwy.
Chicago
773-935-1995
Custom built burgers with 
hormone-and-antibiotic-
free 100% Angus beef. 
Facebook: The Counter 
Lincoln park.

Jane’s Restaurant 
1653-55 W. Cortland 
Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

Hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

AsIAN
Thirteen Tapas
4202 W. Irving park Rd., 
773-283-6626
www.13pins.webs.com
Serving unique Asian tapas-
style cuisine, inspired by 
dishes of the philippines. 
Half off tapas Tue. -Thu. 
from 3-6.

BAkERY
swedish Bakery
5348 N. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
european-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

ITALIAN 
Taverna 750
750 W. Cornelia Ave., 
Chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club Lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940’s style Italian Supper 
Club & Cocktail Lounge 
Award-winning. Holiday 
decorations and private 
party room. Accepting 
online reservations.

Armand’s Pizzeria
4159 N. Western Ave.,
Chicago
773-463-5200
armandspizzeria.com
Since 1956. Award-winning 
thin crust. Also baked clams, 
sandwiches, salads. Dine in, 
take out, delivery.

Ceres’ Table
4882 N. Clark St.,
Chicago
773-878-4882
cerestable.com
Sustainable, locally sourced 
contemporary Italian food, 
great cocktails, and fabulous 
wine and beer lists.

GERMAN
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 N. Lincoln Ave., 
Chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
German specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

theDISH

To get your business listed in The Dish, contact advertising@windycitymediagroup.com

DINING LIsTINGs

Proudly Serving Delicious 
Hormone/Antibiotic-Free Burgers!

Located in the           of Boystown

666 W. Diversey • (773) 935-1995
www.thecounterburger.com 1653-55 W. Cortland • 773-862-5263

janesrestaurant.com

The Perfect Setting for your  
Commitment Ceremony

A full meal at Johnny Brown Bag might include (left to right) a beet salad, a gourmet pizza, and a cannoli for dessert. Photos by Meghan Streit

theDISH

http://www.thecounterburger.com
http://www.janesrestaurant.com
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It’s a Pink Out!
ChiCago Sky Bha Night 2012

* Tickets $20 include a pink out T-Shirt and a 
portion of each ticket purchased through this 

offer will benefit Bright Pink.

at allState areNa

Call 866.Sky.wNBa or viSit ChiCagoSky.Net

thurSday, SePtemBer 20 @ 7 Pm

VS

http://www.chicagosky.net
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ADVERTIsE HERE
ADvErTISE hErE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online 
section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-
871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, 
or go to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.
com.

CLEANING sERVICEs
ChESTNUT CLEANING SErvICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/21/12-52)

EXCELLENT CLEANING SErvICE Experienced and friendly 
cleaning lady will clean your home, apartment, or of-
fice. 20+ years of experience and excellent references. 
Please contact Ewa at 312.318.4445 to schedule an 
appointment. (9/19/12-1)

CouNsELING

COUNSELING AND CLINICAL hYPNOThErAPY: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual issues, 
childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns that inhibit 
potential.  Starla r. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809, 
www.starlasholl.com (2/20/13-26)

SOLUTION FOCUSED COUNSELING Solution focused 
counseling in warm & affirming environment by licensed 
psychotherapist. Wounded self-esteem, body image 
issues, career counseling and relationship challenges. 
BCBS PPO & Aetna. Sliding Scale. Lakeview, close to CTA 
& Parking. Dr. John Moore. (773) 703-5300. www.
johndmoore.net (9/19/12-13)

HELP WANTED
***DrIvErS WANTED***DAILY TAKE hOME PAY*** 
BUS DrIvErS WANTED! We are hiring bus drivers to 
work in the City of Chicago and surrounding commu-
nities. This is year ‘round work. We pay $12.50/hour, 
$13.00/hour for weekends. We offer medical, dental and 
vision insurance, a 401k plan, a free $5,000 life insur-
ance policy and PAID VACATION AND PAID HOLIDAYS! WE 
HAVE FULL TIME WORK AVAILABLE FOR DRIVERS! Must 
have a class “C” CDL or be able to obtain one with pas-
senger endorsement. We provide CDL training. TRAIN-
ING STARTS IMMEDIATELY...COME IN AND APPLY TODAY 
TO START EARNING A PAY CHECK! We are easily acces-
sible from the PACE 290 bus and the CTA 85A bus! MV 
Transportation, Inc. 6230 W. Gross Point Road Niles, IL 
60714 773-467-2455 www.mvtransit.com Must pass 
a drug test and have a clean driving record and clean 
criminal background. EOE (10/3/12-4)

HoME IMPRoVEMENT
BAThrOOM rEMODELING, hOME rEPAIrS, PAINTING 
& MOrE. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. One year warranty. 
Price by the job - not the hour. FREE estimates! Check 
us out on Angie’s List. Andy OnCall, 773-244-9961. 
www.getandy.com (8/1/13-52)

LEGAL NoTICE
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in relation 
to the use of an Assumed Business Name in the conduct 
or transaction of Business in the State,” as amended, 
that a certification was filed by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Cook County. File No. D12131649 on 
September 5, 2012, Under the Assumed Name of “Soul 
Balm Subtle Body Therapies” with the business located 

at 7515 N. Winchester Ave., #2W, Chicago, IL 60626. 
The true name(s) and residence address of the owner(s) 
are: Beverly L. Spangler, 7515 N. Winchester Ave., #2W, 
Chicago, IL 60626. (9/26/12-3)

LEGAL sERVICEs

NEED LEGAL hELP? Pride Law, Andersonville’s legal aid 
clinic for the LGBT community can help. Clinic hours 
every Wednesday, 5-8:00 p.m. by appointment only. Call 
1-866-703-5509 or send us an email at prideslaw@
tsamislaw.com.

MAssAGE
FIrST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUr. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (11/14/12–26)

MATTREss sALE
ABSOLUTE BArGIN – MATTrESS SALE. Queen Pillowtop 
Mattress Set, $140! More to choose from! Brand new, in 
plastic, direct from factory! Call 847.648.0101 or text 
224.406.4973 (8/26/12–4)

PIANo & VoICE LEssoNs
PIANO & vOICE LESSONS – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside. 
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. All ages 
welcome. Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (11/14/12–9)

PLuMBING
DENIZA’S PLUMBING IS BACK again as the community’s 
plumber of choice. All plumbing services available at 
reasonable rates. If you need plumbing services call 
773.891.6322 or place a service request via email 
at denizas19@gmail.com. Deniza’s - serving the 
community since 1985. (10/17/12–8)

sPIRITuALITY

WINDoW TREATMENTs
WONDErING WhAT TO DO WITh ThOSE WINDOWS?: Call 
me! I take care of it all from design through installation, 
customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE Interiors, Inc. 
Full Decorating Services with a specialty in window 
treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-2361. www.
JosephriceInteriors.com (12/29/12-26)

CLASSIFIEDS

The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
OUT OF TOWN - HOMES FOR SALE
LAPOrTE COUNTY CUSTOM Stone and Glass A-frame on 
2.413 acres. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, stone fireplace, water 
views of pond from decks, granite and stainless kitchen. 
WWW.6074N400W.com for more info. (9/19/12-2)

CALIFOrNIA COOL IN ST. JOSEPh MIChIGAN. Trans-
formed ranch with amazing architectural style and 
amenities. Check out the virtual tour at http://tours.
positiveimagelive.com/74742 and then call Nora Duffy, 
Crawford Group Sotheby’s realty- 312-953-1783. 
(10/17/12-8)

LIvE AND WOrK IN LAKESIDE MIChIGAN in the heart 
of Harbor Country. Fabulous home- pool, beach rights, 
luxury finishes PLUS nearly 4000 sq ft of retail/office/ 
studio/ gallery space- all for $549,000. Unlimited pos-
sibilities! Check out the virtual tour at http://tours.
positiveimagelive.com/74892 and call Nora, 312-
953-1783. (10/24/12-8)

FL rEAL ESTATE PrICES ArE STABILIZING, INvENTOrY 
IS LOW. Perfect time to buy, sell or invest. Allow me to 
be your agent in Ft Lauderdale, Oakland Park, Wilton 
Manors or SE FL.  Over 25 yrs experience in Chicago/FL. 
John Baer,Broker Associate,ErA herman Group, john-
baer100@gmail.com.  954-218-6262 (10/17/12-4)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
EDGEWATEr COMMUTEr ADvANTAGE You’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach, bus,red line and shops. 
Joyously sunny and secure. Living and dining room win-
dows face south. Big bedrooms with walk in closets. 
Large kitchen with pantry.$1300 with heat. Plus laun-
dry, storage, video intercom, patio and yard. IT’S YOUr 
MOvE...773-706-6065. (9/19/12-2)

HOME FOR RENT
UNIQUE BUILDING IN LINCOLN PArK, has recently 
been renovated into chic single family loft residence. 
A skylight permeates this 3400 sq ft four bedroom two 
bath stand alone home. You’ll think it should be in the 
restoration hardware catalogue with its rustic cabinets, 
granite topped island that seats 8 easily, polished con-
crete floors, three stairways leading to two loft rooms 
and a huge rooftop deck.  Includes parking.  $4950/
mo. View the property here: http://www.jameson.
com/08125978. If you’re not looking for the ordinary 
call Rita 312-925-5245,  JamesonSIR (10/10/12-4)

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

together, motherfucker!”
 WCT: her character has changed a lot. 
 NE: Absolutely—she’s a vampire now. 
 WCT: They put you in the craziest costumes. 
has there ever been one you refused to wear?
 NE: Yes—only once, when they tried to put me 
in a dress. Lafayatte is not doing full drag!
 WCT: When do you start shooting again?
 NE: We start after Anna Paquin drops her ba-
bies. We are at the mercy of her womb. [Note: 
Paquin had twins the day after this interview.]

 WCT: Would you ever move back here?
 NE: I would move back. My family is from Ala-
bama and Chicago. My roots are so deep here. 
All of my friends that I have known for 15-plus 
years live here. I would live in L.A. for the win-
ters, though!
 Come see Ellis and friends’ first creation, 
hooDoo Love, at the Athenaeum Theatre, 
2936 N. Southport Ave., running Sept. 27-
Oct. 25. For exact show times and ticket pric-
es, visit www.athenaeumtheatre.org or call 
773-935-6875. 

ELLIs from page 33

Nelsan Ellis. Photo by ryan Bourque

A book of photographs by Kat Fitzgerald
(with additional photographers) and essays celebrating 

the special relationships of LGBTs and their mothers

A Tribute to Mothers of LGBTs
MOM

BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY

AVAILABLE NOW AT

5233 North Clark Street  
Chicago, IL 60640

(773) 769-9299

http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
http://www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org
http://www.livingwellministries.net
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BY rOSS FOrMAN
 

Chicago has only won the championship in an-
nual Gay Bowl one time, in 2005, but when the 
top-tiered Chicago Freeze takes the field in Den-
ver for the 12th annual flag football champion-
ship tournament of the National Gay Flag Foot-
ball League (NGFFL), the goal is clear:

It’s the championship game or bust.
“Everything is falling into place,” said the 

Freeze co-captain Tyler Foerster. “The team looks 
really good, really strong. I believe we have a 
fighting chance to compete against the top four 
teams: the two San Diego teams, Los Angeles 
and Phoenix. New York also is a top contender.”

Chicago lost in the quarterfinals to San Diego 
last year, and the 2012 Freeze is seeded sixth.

“We have two solid quarterbacks. We have 
four tall receivers,” Foerster said. “Our goal is 
to get into the championship game, especially 
since over the past few years, getting past the 

quarterfinals has been an issue. None of us will 
be happy if we don’t get to the championship 
game.”

The Freeze is one of four Chicago teams ven-
turing west. The Chicago Blaze will compete 
in the B-Division, while the Chicago BruiseH-
ers Black and the Chicago BruiseHers Blue will 
compete in the Gay Bowls’ inaugural women’s 
division.

The Gay Bowl will be held Sept. 21-23 at Dick’s 
Sporting Goods Park, which also serves as the 
home field for the Colorado Rapids, a Major 
League Soccer (MLS) team.

“It’s getting harder and harder to compete in 
the Gay Bowl because teams are getting stronger 
and stronger. Athletes in the [NGFFL] are getting 
better, improving regularly with experience,” 
Foerster said. “This probably will be the most 
challenging Gay Bowl due to the altitude in Den-
ver. That could impact Chicago and other teams 
that aren’t accustomed to [Denver’s altitude.]”

The Chicago teams have been practicing since 
June.

“We think we picked the strongest team that 
we’ve had,” in years, Foerster said.

The 15-member Freeze features quarterback 
Izza Rizkallah, and standout receivers Steven 
Brehm and Jason Burch. Two of the team’s top 
defensive starts are Ty Law and Stephen Osada.

Foerster, 26, lives in Chicago’s Edgewater 
neighborhood. Brehm is the Freeze’s other cap-
tain.

The Blaze is led by quarterback Brian Ku-
persmit, who will be playing in his third Gay 
Bowl.

“I’m very excited about the introduction of the 
B-Division. It gives additional opportunities for 
teams from all over the country to participate 
in this amazing event in a fun and new way,” 
Kupersmit said. “Given their incredible Chicago 
Pride Bowl victory and their incredible enthu-
siasm for gay flag football, I can’t wait to see 

what the Denver leadership team has in store 
for this event.”

Foerster said the Blaze “definitely has a 
chance to bring home the title in that division.”

The 14-member Blaze also includes receivers 
Steve Whitley and Trevor Craig. The team’s top 
defensive standouts are Rod Nealon (safety), 
Derek Smith (rusher/middle linebacker), and Edd 
Taylor (cornerback).

“I’m excited to play in a national tourna-
ment,” said Blaze captain Matt Simpson. “For 
several of us, this is our first chance to partici-
pate in the Gay Bowl. With the addition of a 
B-Division, we’re excited about competing with 
teams of similar talent and experience. I think 
we have an excellent chance to finish very high 
in our division. The Denver organizers have been 
excellent to work with and helpful throughout. 
We’re expecting a fun, exciting tournament.”

The Chicago BruiseHers Black team features 

13 players, including quarterbacks Betsy Hart 
and Angelique Santoro. The team’s top receiv-
ers are Rania Jarta, Kristy Roherty, Carrie Henry, 
Nicole Jara and Jes Ferraro. The top defensive 
players are Jessie Gorogianis, Pat Pierce, Nicki 
Tomko, Auna Foote, Courtney Geers, and Denine 
Moscato.

“I believe my team’s strengths not only comes 
from our athletic ability, but more important-
ly, our teamwork and the love we have for the 
game,” Santoro said. “I believe my team will def-
initely make a name for themselves that week-
end, and definitely make Chicago proud.

“We are extremely excited and honored to be 
involved in the first woman’s division in the Gay 
Bowl.”

Santoro, 42, who lives in suburban Yorkville, 
has been playing flag football for more than 15 
years.

The Chicago BruiseHers Blue team features 11 
players, including quarterback Sandy Urquiaga. 
Her top receivers are Dee Allen, Alicia Brennon, 
Shari Hayden, Heather McClintock, and Missy 
Webber. The Blue team’s defensive is anchored 
by Kristy Oliva (linebacker) and Jen Villalpando 
(rusher).

“Most of the people on our team are friends 
off the field and that helps us gel together while 
playing,” said Kelly McMahon, coach of the Blue 
team. “I think team chemistry is key—nobody 

complains about playing time nor who’s getting 
the ball.  Everyone wants to have a good time 
and win.”

McMahon, 35, who lives in Chicago’s Jefferson 
Park neighborhood, has been playing and coach-
ing flag football for 18 years.

“I think we can win it all,” McMahon said. 
“We’ve got a lot of talent and have been practic-
ing every week in preparation for the tourna-
ment. We wouldn’t be going if we didn’t think 
we had a shot at being Gay Bowl champions.  

“It’s an honor to be part of this inaugural 
[women’s Gay Bowl] event, and we’re proud to 
represent all of the women who play flag foot-
ball in our home city of Chicago. It’s great that 
they’ve finally added a women’s division in 
this tournament. It’s a testament to the grow-
ing popularity of women’s sports, [particularly] 
women’s football nationwide. We can’t wait to 
get to Denver and start playing.”

 

SPORTS

Four Chicago teams to
vie for Gay Bowl crown

Members of the Chicago Freeze. Image by John Cox Photography

Open division softball 
celebrates season
BY rOSS FOrMAN
    
A sure sign summer is over: the Chicago 
Metropolitan Sports Association (CMSA) 
held its annual award and closing party 
for the predominantly male open division 
Sunday softball league Sept. 15 at Hydrate 
in Lakeview. About 200 attended as league 
commissioner Jack Neilsen presented 
awards for the regular-season and playoffs.

In addition, Brett Fisher, a longtime 
league member who played this year for 
the C-Division Crew Litening, received the 
James R. Brodie Award.

“He is always upbeat, positive and en-
couraging to his teammates both on and 
off the field,” Neilsen said. “Brett always 
displays good sportsmanship, mentors 
other players, and truly embodies what the 
James R. Brodie Award stands for.”

Neilsen said the 2012 season was a suc-
cess and plans for the 2013 campaign will 
begin later this year.

“The hard work and dedication from my 
fellow board members, the ratings commit-
tee and our field crew made this one of the 
best seasons,” Neilsen said.

Nine to Twelve 
Bowling gears 
up for 2012

Nine to Twelve bowling has been roll-
ing on at River Rand Bowl for more than 
30 years and is the longest-running LGBT 
league in the suburbs.

Bowling takes place on the third Satur-
day of the month from September through 
May. The success of the original league led 
to the development of the Nine to Twelve 
No Tap league, which rolls on the first Sat-
urday of the month from October through 
May. 

New seasons will begin in the fall and 
there are a few spots available in both 
leagues for new bowlers and a couple of 
teams. Interested persons should con-
tact Rob at 9to12bowling@comcast.net. 
League information is also available on 
Facebook at “9 to 12 Bowling.”

Jack Neilsen. Photo from Neilsen
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Wed., Sept. 19
Beloved (Les Bien-Aimes) Catherine De-

neuve and her real-life daughter Chiara 
star. Several showings. 4:15 p.m., Music 
Box Theatre, 3733 N Southport Ave., www.
musicboxtheatre.com

Columbia College Chicago Poetry read-
ing Series English Department hosts, 
featuring renowned poets established 
and emerging from around the country 
and world. Kenyatta Rogers & Jill Magi. 
5:30pm-8:30pm, 618 S. Michigan Ave., 
2nd Floor, /www.colum.edu

Positive Parenting Class Learn positive 
parenting techniques for children ages 
3-11 and meet other LGBTQ parents. $20 
for books; 6pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N. Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Man’s Country 40th Anniversary - Free 
Night Free single room or locker to all 
members. Subject to availability and oc-
cupancy code. Three-hour limit, one per 
member, $1 towel fee. 7pm, Man’s Coun-
try, 5017 N Clark St.

Asians and Friends Chicago Dining Club 
R7pm, 312-409-1573, 90 Miles Cuban 
Cafe, 2540 W. Armitage Ave.

Madonna 8:45pm, United Center, 1901 W. 
Madison St., www.citiprivatepass.com 
(Another concert Sept. 20)

All Madonna, All Night! - Dance and Pop 
edition Join VJ Bobby Marley for Candy 
Shop, all things pop and dance in the 
world of Madonna. Following her show at 
the United Center. 9pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N 
Halsted St,., www.roscoes.com

Thursday, Sept. 20 
Non-partisan voter registration The Center 

and Equality Illinois host registration in 

the lobby. 11:30am-2pm, Center on Hal-
sted, 3656 N Halsted St., www.centeron-
halsted.org

EXPO Chicago: International Exposition 
of Contemporary/Modern Art & Design 
Through Sept. 23. This four-day art offers 
a curated blend of contemporary/modern 
art and design, as well as lectures, site-
specific installations and a full roster of 
exciting vents and programming. 12pm-
7pm, 312.867.9220, Navy Pier, 600 E. 
Grand Ave., www.expochicago.com

Entrepreneurial Woman’s Conference Lisa 
Price, founder of the multimillion-dollar 
company Carol’s Daughter, will address 
the 26th Annual Hall of Fame Awards Lun-
cheon during the 26th Annual Entrepre-
neurial Woman’s Conference. $300. Wom-
en’s Forum Breakfast, Hall of Fame Awards 
Luncheon and Women’s Business & Buyers 
Mart, $125. Register online. 1pm, 312-
853-3477, McCormick Place-West, 2301 S. 
Indiana Ave., www.wbdc.org

Out rock presents Tori Amos Night Back 
by popular demand, the Out Rock crew will 

be presenting a tribute night to the piano 
diva herself, Ms. Tori Amos, sponsored by 
www.gaychicagotv.com. 9:30pm, Mary’s 
Attic, 5400 N Clark, www.hamburgermarys.
com/chicago

MDNA Tour Afterparty After seeing Madge, 
hang with all your Madonna friends and VJ 
Riley York. Madonna performances by The 
Princess. No cover. 10pm, Spin Nightclub, 
800 W. Belmont Ave., www.spin-nightclub.
com

Man’s Country 40th Anniversary - Bear 
Night Free pizza and spaghetti at 10 pm. 
10pm, Man’s Country, 5017 N Clark St

Friday, Sept. 21
A Day with hIv Take digital photographs to 

record a moment of the day to focus the 
world’s attention on the daily trials and 
triumphs of people living with HIV. Sub-
mit by Sept. 25 online. See updates and 
selected photographs at www.facebook.
com/ADayWithHIV, twitter.com/a_day_
with_hiv. 12:30pm; www.adaywithhiv.com

Brink of Survival Shot on location in Ma-
lawi, southeast Africa. The film takes 
viewers inside a small rural hospital 
struggling to care for more than 120,000 
people with just one doctor. Documents 
impacts of HIV/AIDS, poverty, status of 
women on maternal-child health in one 
of the world’s poorest countries. Discus-
sion with Dr. Martha Sommers, featured in 
film, and filmmaker Salome Chasnoff. 5:30 
reception, 6:30 screening (80 mins). Free 
and open to the public. 6:30pm, Chicago 
Cultural Center, 78 E Washington St.

Masquerade the Night Away Sensual eve-
ning in a mansion while indulging in tasty 
appetizers and desserts, complimentary 
drinks, endless art, fashion and shopping 
with a limited number of guests, all hid-
den in mystery behind masks. Benefits 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago. 7pm, 773-
491-2927, Stan Mansion, 2408 N Kedzie 
Ave., www.masqueradethenightaway.
eventbrite.com

World Music Festival City-wide, multi-ven-
ue, seven-day festival with more than 70 
performances from acclaimed musicians 
representing countries from around the 
globe through Sept. 27. 7pm-9pm, Vari-
ous Locations (See Schedule for Listings), 
www.worldmusicfestivalchicago.org

how to Survive a Plague Faced with their 
own mortality, an improbable group 
of young people—many of them HIV-
positive young men—broke the mold as 
radical warriors taking on Washington and 
the medical establishment. 7:30pm, Music 
Box Theatre, 3733 N Southport Ave., www.
musicboxtheatre.com/comingsoon

Equality Illinois Ladies’ Night Looking to 
start the weekend right? Then don’t miss 

the ladies’ night social, coming to you at 
Parlour on Clark! A $10 donation to EQIL 
gets you two cocktails! RSVP to info@
eqil.org. 8pm-10pm, Parlour on Clark, 
6341 N Clark St., www.eqil.org

Man’s Country 40th Anniversary - Birth-
day Party Presents include free flip-flops, 
silk jock straps, flashlight pens and birth-
day cake at midnight. Strippers on stage 
include Brazil and Ethan. 8pm, Man’s 
Country, 5017 N. Clark St.

Saturday, Sept. 22 
Saturday Brunch at Frog N Snail Top Chef 

Dale Levitski does Saturday brunch right 
with signature creations including pigs in 
a blanket, Quiche Lorraine and Egg Drop 
Bouillabaisse. A selection of tasty sand-
wiches, crepes and salads are also avail-
able, as well as mimosa bottle service 
for the thirsty. 10am-3pm, Frog N Snail, 
3124 N Broadway, http://frognsnail.com/
menu/brunch.html

Loudon Wainwright III and Dar Williams 
Folk musicians will kick off Dominican 
University’s performing-arts season. $25 
($10 for Dominician students) by phone 
or online. 7:30pm, 708-488-5000, Lund 
Auditorium, 7900 W. Division St., River 
Forest., www.dom.edu/pac

Woody Sez – The Life and Music of Woody 
Guthrie The legendary Woody Guthrie de-
fined an American era of social conscious-
ness and political expression with songs 
like “This Land is Your Land” and “The 
Ballad of Tom Joad.” Through Oct. 21. 
2:30pm-4:30pm, Northlight Theatre, 9501 
Skokie Blvd., Skokie, www.northlight.org 

Man’s Country 40th Anniversary - Sex 
Show Live special sex show at midnight, 
featuring Antholy, Blaze, Dex, and Brazil. 
8pm, Man’s Country, 5017 N Clark St

GLOW: The Story of the Gorgeous Ladies 
of Wrestling GLOW was a syndicated 
pro-wrestling program that was the first 
to feature only an entirely female cast. 
Chicago premiere at United Film Festi-
val. 9:30pm, Music Box Theatre, 3733 N 
Southport Ave., www.musicboxtheatre.
com/; Tickets: http://unitedfilmfestival.
bigcartel.com/category/tickets-chicago

Bear All Four sensuous men singing steamy 
sweaty songs featuring JC Brooks’ retro 
soul-pop, the acoustic roots and ska of 
Mike Grimes, Anthony Whitaker’s southern 
storytelling folk and Scott Free’s in-your-
face queer rock. 10pm, Touche, 6412 N 
Clark St.

Sunday, Sept. 23
Urban village Church Spiritual worship is 

about coming together as community to 
make space for God to move in us. It’s 
a place to receive God’s grace and love 
and to give of ourselves, as well. 10am-
11:15pm, Spertus Institute 610 S. Michi-
gan Ave., www.urbanvillagechurch.org

Urban village Church: Andersonville ser-
vice Andersonville is a neighborhood full 
of passion, art, diversity, and eclectic 
energy, all which makes Urban Village 
Church thrilled to be joining the commu-
nity! 10:30am-11:45am, 1602 W. Ainslie 
(at Ashland), www.newchicagochurch.com

Urban village Church: Wicker Park eve-
ning service Wicker Park is a neighbor-
hood full of passion, art, diversity, and 
eclectic energy, all which make Urban Vil-
lage Church thrilled to be in the commu-
nity! 5pm-7pm, 1502 N. Hoyne (At LeM-
oyne), www.newchicagochurch.com

Chicago Force women’s tackle-football 
tryouts Arrive by 1:45pm to register. 
Sprints, agility and strength assessments, 
football basics and Q&A. Women must be 
at least 17, and there’s a one-time try-
out fee of $20. 2pm-4pm, UIC’s physical-
education building, 901 W. Roosevelt Rd., 
www.chicagoforcefootball.com

Allowances and Occurrences A durational 
dance project inviting the audience to 
choose when, where and how long to 
engage in the performance. Doors open 
at 7pm and viewers may arrive anytime 

thereafter. Tickets $11 at Zephyr Dance’s 
website. Questions to zephyr@zephyr-
dance.com. 7pm-10pm, 773-489-5069, 
Defibrillator Gallery, 1136 N. Milwaukee 
Ave.www.zephyrdance.com

Monday, Sept. 24 
Prince Iconic artist Prince, three night 

run starting Monday. Gates 6pm. $29.50, 
$49.50, $89.50, $109.50, $149.50; 8pm, 
United Center, 1901 W Madison St., www.
unitedcenter.com; Tickets: www.united-
center.com/calendar/event.asp?event_
id=649  (Shows through Sept. 26)

Ian McFeron Live Singer-songwriter Ian 
McFeron embarks on a Nation Tour, 
performing over 60 shows in 73 days. 
8:45pm-10:45pm, Elbo Room, 2871 N Lin-
coln Ave., www.ianmcferon.com 

Live Band Karaoke with Amy Armstrong 
Every Monday night at 10pm in the Front 
Bar, hosted by the one and only Diva, Amy 
Armstrong (www.AmyFreddy.com); Ros-
coe’s, 3356 N Halsted St., www.roscoes.
com

Tuesday, Sept. 25
Tuesdays at POW-WOW LGBTQQ poets and 

open mic. $5. powwowinc@gmail.com-
Door opens 7:30 pm; 8:30pm, Jeffrey, 
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd.

Drag race with Frida Lay Chicago’s only 
amateur drag contest, hosted by Frida 
Lay! A hit at Roscoe’s since its premier in 
2000. 9pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St., 
www.roscoes.com

GAM-Tv viewing Party See the premiere of 
the new webisode for gay Asian males and 
friends. No cover. 6:30pm-9:30pm, Side-
track, 3349 N Halsted St., www.gamtvusa.
com

Ani DiFranco LGBT favorite. Tickets $40 
plus fees. 7:30pm, The Vic Theatre, 3145 
N Sheffield Ave., www.victheatre.com/; 
Tickets: http://gopride.com/z7ht

Wed., Sept. 26 
Congregation Or Chadash, Days of Awe/

high holidays 2012 Yom Kippur Day: 
Shachrit, 10 am; Yizkor, 11:30 am (ap-
prox.); Musaf, noon (approx.); Study Ses-
sion, 3 pm Minchah, 4:45 pm; Neilah, 6:30 
pm. 12pm, 773-271-2148, Jewish Recon-
structionist Congregation, 303 Dodge St., 
Evanston, http://www.orchadash.org

Thursday, Sept. 27 
LGBT event for First Lady Michelle Obama 

in Chicago Obama LGBT Leadership Coun-
cil Co Chairs Laura Ricketts, Bob Satawake 
and Wally Brewster bring the LGBT com-
munity and straight allies together for an 
evening with First Lady Michelle Obama. 
The event will sell out so get tickets now. 
Proceeds go to re-elect President Barack 
Obama. $1,000 per person for reception. 
6pm, Private home. http://gopride.com/
z7h2

GET INTO THE GROOVE

Madonna will entertain the 
masses at the United Center, 
1901 W. Madison St.

Photo from 
The Weinstein Company
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PHOTO OP

Sheryl Lee ralph (above) 
is one of the national 
judges for “A Day with 
hIv,” a photo contest.
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Musician J.C. Brooks will be part of the “Bear All” 
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“I’m incredibly happy, I’m incredibly lucky.”—
Zachary Quinto’s only on-the-record comment 
regarding his boyfriend, fellow actor Jonathan 
Groff.
 Every geographic place has some annual event 
that marks the season. The swallows return 
to Capistrano. The cherry blossoms bloom in 
Washington, D.C. The sea turtles hatch in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.. And in Boston, it wasn’t of-
ficially summer until Joan Kennedy’s first late-
night drive through the front lawns of her Hy-
annis Port neighbors. While I certainly do not 
condone driving while impaired, I nonetheless 
smiled when I heard that Sally Struthers had 
been arrested on suspicion of drunk driving in 
Ogunquit, Maine (where she’s been appearing in 
the musical version of 9 to 5). She is due back 
in court Dec. 13.
 Recently we’ve had quite a few stories about 
professional athletes supporting the gay com-
munity. Hockey player Ryan Jones of the Edmon-
ton Oilers just recorded a video for the “You Can 
Play” project, a group advocating that athletes 
be judged on their talent, heart and work ethic 
rather than sexual orientation. In his video, 
Ryan said, “If a player can help the team and is 
a good person, who they choose as a partner is 
irrelevant.” 
 Linebacker Brendon Ayanbadejo has been so 
vocal about his support for LGBT rights and mar-
riage equality that Maryland state Del. Emmett 
C. Burns Jr. wrote with great concern to the Bal-
timore Raven’s owner: “I am requesting that you 
take the necessary action, as a National Football 
League Owner, to inhibit such expressions from 
your employees and that he be ordered to cease 
and desist such injurious actions.” While taking 
umbrage at someone trying to silence a person’s 
freedom of speech, Mr. Ayanbadejo looked on 
the bright side and thanked Mr. Burns for “bring-
ing national attention to the issue.” To date, he 
hasn’t stopped talking.
 Another person who’s speaking out is Vikings 
punter Chris Kluwe. In fact, he’s recorded three 
radio ads for Minnesotans for Equality. He wrote 
a fabulous letter to Mr. Burns, which is worth 
reading in its entirety online. (I particularly 
liked when he said that allowing gay people to 
marry will not “magically turn you into a lust-
ful cockmonster.”) His postscript does bear re-
peating: “I’ve also been vocal as hell about the 
issue of gay marriage so you can take your ‘I 
know of no other NFL player who has done what 
Mr. Ayanbadejo is doing’ and shove it in your 
close-minded, totally lacking in empathy pie-
hole and choke on it. A**hole.” I may have to 
start watching baseball ... er, basketball ... well, 
one of those sports where hot guys are grabbing 
each others’ asses.
 Meanwhile, in North Dakota comes a story 
with a colorful headline by Dan Savage: “College 
Football Player Kicked Off Team After He Outs 
Himself During a Game.” North Dakota State Col-
lege of Science freshman Jamie Kuntz had a con-
cussion and wasn’t going to play with his team 
in Pueblo, Colorado on Labor Day Weekend. But 
he was asked to film the game from the empty 
press box. As Kuntz said, “The game was a total 
blowout. And I guess I got bored and so I kissed 
my boyfriend and some of my teammates saw 
us.” The coach confronted him, he denied kiss-
ing the guy and denied being gay. He then had 
a 15-hour bus ride home, where he posted some 
vaguely suicidal Tweets (police investigated and 
found him not to be a suicide risk). Later that 
night, he texted his coach saying he was gay, he 
did kiss that guy and apologized for lying. The 
coach called a meeting for the following morn-
ing, at which point he was thrown off the team.
 But there’s a detail I haven’t mentioned—and 
I think it’s a big one. Not only has it been bur-

ied in many of the reports I’ve read, but some 
articles ignore it entirely. Jamie is a college 
freshman. He’s 18. His boyfriend is 65 years 
old! Now, I’m sure some of you are rolling your 
eyes: “There you go again with age, Billy. First 
TR Knight and that teenager. Then Tyler Cle-
menti and that older guy. What is it with you 
and age?” I actually have issues on both sides. 
Sure, I suppose when I’m 65 (which’ll be here 
before you know it), I’ll be thrilled to get an 
18-year-old football player. But isn’t that just a 
little stereotypical, mid-life crisis-icky? And, if 
you’re an 18-year-old college student who isn’t 
out and plays football, do you really think bring-
ing a 65-year-old guy to a game isn’t going to 
stand out just a little? In fact, when the coach 
questioned him, Kuntz’s first response was, “Oh, 
that was my grandpa up there with me. I wasn’t 
kissing my grandpa!” Now, how many of you see 

your boyfriend as a grandpa? Kuntz said he’s al-
ways been attracted to older guys and he was 
the aggressor when he they first met (online, by 
the way).
 Our “Ask Billy” question is almost predictable. 
Bobby in Seattle writes: “You must have seen 
those photos of Jon Hamm’s penis. Is that really 
all him? WOW—talk about hung!”
 Apparently, I am the only one out there who 
still wears underwear (at least occasionally). 
Since you asked, we got our hands on the high-
res images, had our technicians examine them 
thoroughly and have ascertained that the rather 
lengthy and thick cylindrical item travelling 
down Hamm’s right leg appears to be a penis. 
And a cut penis at that. I suppose you could 
also give me your layman’s opinion after seeing 
the pics on BillyMasters.com.
 When Hamm is also delivering sausage, it’s 
time to end yet another column. You know, ham 
and sausage ain’t just for breakfast anymore. No 
siree. On the Atkins diet, I can take it morning, 
noon and night—in case anyone’s wondering. 
And I can dish it out too...on www.BillyMasters.
com, the site that has nothing to hide. If you’ve 
got something that needs my attention, send it 
to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before Struthers calls Joan Kennedy 
for a ride! So, until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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BILLY MASTERS

Jon hamm has people admiring something 
besides his acting, Billy says.

Tues, Oct. 23
Wed, Oct. 24
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Get your tickets today from your bartender 
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BY rOSS FOrMAN
 
The last chance to see FurrLesque this summer 
is in Chicago on Saturday night, Sept. 22, at 
Jackhammer, 6406 N. Clark St.

This all-male burlesque group began last 
spring, and this year’s show features all new 

choreography and a pointed message of self-
acceptance in the face of stigmatization and 
bullying based on appearance and body size.

Show choreographer and director Jeff Lynch 
brings a superhero theme to the show because 
“it offers a fun vocabulary with which to com-
municate a message of embracing different 

identities and coming together as a community 
despite those differences,” he said.

“Superheroes all have alter egos, and I think 
we tend to hide behind our own alter egos. This 
show encourages us to let our inner superheroes 
fly,” Lynch said.

Lynch, 27, who lives in Chicago’s Lakeview 
neighborhood, is the executive director of Ar-
cas Productions, the nonprofit organization he 
founded last year in order to produce theatre 
and dance that promotes a healthy male body 
image. FurrLesque, the impetus for the mission 
and organization, started in May 2011, as a 
fundraiser for the Ride For AIDS Chicago, and 
quickly took off with the help of a passionate 
group of men.

“This isn’t a typical burlesque show, in that 
we have a few dance numbers that don’t involve 
any removal of clothes. Also, by adhering to one 
theme for every number, we’re presenting a more 
cohesive show than last year,” Lynch said. “It’s 
definitely a gay show, but designed to appeal to 
anyone and everyone.

“We have men of every body type doing com-
edy, dance, and burlesque. I really want this to 
be about inclusion—for performers [and] the 
audience. No matter who you are, approach the 
show with an open mind and you’ll have a blast. 
The performers have so much fun on stage; it’s 
hard not to have fun watching them.”

Lynch said the expected show highlight likely 
will be the central dance that the show revolves 
around. “It’s a piece I’ve been working on for 
over a year, and choreography I’m proud of,” he 
said. But the show is truly about the individu-
als on stage. “The smaller pieces showcase each 
performer’s personality and sense of fun, and 
each is informed by a comic book twist.”

FurrLesque has made stops around the Mid-
west, including Madison, Kenosha, and Michigan 
(Campit). Last summer, the show was performed 
about five times in Chicago.

“[Last] summer, I felt that what we were do-
ing stood for more than just fun burlesque; we 
were also embracing the notion that you don’t 
have to look a certain way to be or feel sexy,” 
Lynch said. “We were getting very positive re-
sponses from our audiences, the performers were 
gaining confidence, and I wanted to incorporate 
a nonprofit to produce the show and help ex-
pand our mission of promoting a healthy male 
body image.”

This year’s FurrLesque features six performers, 
down from the 14 the show started with. The 
smaller cast size makes the show more portable, 
but allows for the audience to connect with and 
follow each individual performer, Lynch said.

“FurrLesque consists of men of all shapes, 
sizes and experience levels, getting up on stage 
and dancing, often provocatively, always with 
confidence in themselves and their own attrac-
tiveness,” Lynch said. “They are demonstrating 
that confidence equals sexiness, while giving 
the audience the chance to see themselves 
onstage. FurrLesque is about proving that you 
don’t need to fit a certain mold to dance, that 
you don’t need to look a certain way to be sexy, 
and that there are no rules as to who is allowed 
to take his clothes off onstage.”

Lynch also is the choreographer for the annual 
Night of 100 Drag Queens at Sidetrack, which is 
a benefit for Equality Illinois, and scheduled for 
Oct. 23-24. 

For more information about FurrLesque, Arcas 
Productions is on Facebook.
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Furrlesque unveils
superhero theme

Jeff Lynch. Photo by ross Forman

Force tryouts Sept. 23
Tryouts for the women’s tackle-football 

team the Chicago Force will take place Sun-
day, Sept. 23, at the University of Illinois- 
Chicago’s physical-education building, 901 W. 
Roosevelt Rd., 2-4 p.m.

People should arrive by 1:45 p.m. to regis-
ter. The tryouts will consist of various sprints, 
agility and strength assessments as well as 
football basics and a Q&A session. Women 
must be at least 17, and there’s a one-time 
tryout fee of $20.

Afterwards, there’ll be a meet-and-greet at 
Morgan’s Bar and Grill, 1325 S. Halsted St. 
See www.ChicagoForceFootball.com.

Chicago Force 
golf outing
Sept. 30 in Bensenville

The Chicago Force women’s tackle football 
team will host its seventh annual golf out-
ing Sunday, Sept. 30, at the White Pines Golf 
Club, 500 W. Jefferson St., Bensenville.

There will be prizes for longest putt, lon-

gest drive, the drive that’s closest to the pin 
and for the top three finishes.

Registration is $110 ($125 after Aug. 30); 
the entry fee includes 18 holes of golf with 
cart, gift bag, buffet lunch and post-golf ap-
petizers. Registration ends Sept. 20.

‘CLLAW-O-WEEN’ 
on Oct. 13

The Chicago League of Lady Arm Wrestlers 
(CCLAW) are hosting CLLAW-O-WEEN on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, at O’Malley’s Liquor Kitchen, 
3551 N. Sheffield Ave.

Courtesy of Sideshow Theatre Company, 
CCLAW’s 14th match will feature lady arm 
wrestlers decked out in outrageous outfits; an 
open bar; referees; and audience participa-
tion all wrapped into one wild, crazy, theatri-
cal Halloween event.

Tickets are $25, and include access to a 
three-hour open bar (10 p.m.-1 a.m.); also, 
people can pay $10 each, and have access to 
a cash bar. The first match is at 10 p.m.; see 
www.cllaw.org.

Tryouts for the Chicago Force will take place Sept. 23. Photo by ross Forman

• Bankruptcy     • Wills, Trusts & Probate    
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19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603

312-263-8800              RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

ADVERTISEMENT

When experience counts...
In service to the community for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

BUYING A CONDOMINIUM; AVOIDING FINANCIAL HELL   

Q.	 I	just	bought	my	first	condominium	this	summer	and	one	week	after	I	moved	in,	the	association	
sent	me	a	notice	that	there	would	be	a	special	assessment	to	fix	the	back	porch	and	stairs	and	that	my	
share	was	$5,000	of	the	cost.	Do	I	have	to	pay	this?
A. Before you buy any condominium you should be prepared to examine a fair amount of paperwork. It is 
better to work hard before the closing than to wake up to a nightmare of problems afterwards. 
  When you buy into a condo building you have to pay the assessments, you are bound to pay the 
assessments. And if you don’t, they will put a lien on your property or evict you. That’s why it’s important to 
be diligent before buying a condo unit, looking into the financials of the governing group before closing on 
a deal. Before buying, find out if special assessments are anticipated, get a statement of the reserves and find 
out how they compare to the most recent reserve study. 
  A reserve study will analyze the financial state of the association’s reserves and anticipate expenditures 
that will be needed down the line. If a study hasn’t been done, step back and think about what you’re getting 
into—an association that may not be adequately prepared for future expenses. 
  When you buy make sure your sales contract is subject to your review and approval of the following 
condominium documents:
  * Declaration, bylaws, rules and regulations. You must be satisfied that you can live within the guidelines 
that each building imposes. The bylaws can cover pets, leasing your condominium and requirements that the 
apartment floors must always be carpeted to reduce noise.
  * Statement of any large expenditures by the association. This information will let you know if the 
association is planning a major building repair or improvement that could cause your assessment to increase.
  * Statement of the amount of the reserve or replacement fund. This information will tell you how well the 
board of managers is running the building and providing for future unforeseen repairs.
  * Copy of the financial statement of the association. Use your lawyer or accountant to analyze the 
association’s financial statement.
  Additionally, you should review the minutes of the building’s board meetings. This may reveal significant 
matters that may affect your decision to buy the apartment.
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CHICAGO
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www.josephriceinteriors.com
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CPA

773-404-8401
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www.debmurphy.com
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Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991
All work done on premise.
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TexT for a free quoTe
773.230.8613

faCeBooK:
HuK CLeaNING CreW

www.hukcleaningcrew.com
hukcleaningcrew@yahoo.com
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111 N. Wabash, Suite 710 (in the Garland Building)

(312) 782-8836
gemcraft@mindspring.com
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We buy all gold. 
We pay top cash!

AGELESS REALTOR
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Roland Kline - Broker
773-501-4278

Since 1978, work is good
Estate Realty, Inc.

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

http://www.hukcleaningcrew.com
http://www.debmurphy.com
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http://www.clarkhill.com
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AmericA’s fAvorite foursome
Lucy, ricky, fred & etheL

 live on stAge for the very first time!

The all new musical sTage evenT adapTed from 
The mosT beloved Television show in hisTory!

Rick SpaRkSStaged & 
diRected by

I LOVE LUCY ® & © 2012 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.

now through november 11
TickeTs available aT all broadway in chicago box offices 

and TickeTmasTer reTail locaTions • groups 10+: 312-977-1710

800-775-2000 •

http://www.braodwayinchicago.com

