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Trans murder
second in area
BY KATE SOSIN

A young person found deceased in an abandoned build-
ing on Chicago’s West Side has been identified by com-
munity members as a gender-variant young person.
 Donta Gooden, who also went by “Tiffany,” 19, was 
found murdered the night of Aug. 14, according to the 
Cook County medical examiner’s office. Gooden suffered 
multiple stab wounds and incised wounds. The death 
has been ruled a homicide.
 Brian Turner, an outreach coordinator at Taskforce 
Prevention and Community Services on the West Side, 
confirmed that Gooden had visited Taskforce but said 

he had not worked directly with Gooden. It remains 
uncertain if Gooden identified as transgender or used a 
female name and pronouns exclusively, he said.
 Chicago Police News Affairs Officer Michael Sullivan 
told Windy City Times that police responded to a call 
of a foul odor at 11:15 p.m. Tuesday night on the 4800 
block of West Jackson Boulevard. Police found the body 
of a female on the second floor of the abandoned build-
ing, Sullivan said.
 According to transgender activist Joy Morris, Gooden’s 
friends reported that Gooden went missing over the 
weekend and was last seen the night of Aug. 10 or 11.
 Gooden was found just three blocks from the site of 

another transgender-related murder earlier this year. 
Paige Clay, a rising luminary in Chicago’s ball scene, 
was found on the 4500 block of West Jackson Boulevard 
in April.
 Turner, who organized remembrances for Clay, noted 
the close proximity of the two incidents. 
 “We still have not received any information on what’s 
going on,” he said, noting that Clay’s murder remains 
unsolved. Turner said he plans to organize an event for 
Gooden, the details of which have yet to be announced.
Morris said that Gooden and Clay were friends.
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taking stock
Financial expert Phil Sitar talks about 
playing the stock market.
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Trans murder

second in area
BY KATE SOSIN

A young person found deceased in an abandoned build-

ing on Chicago’s West Side has been identified by com-

munity members as a gender-variant young person.

 Donta Gooden, who also went by “Tiffany,” 19, was 

found murdered the night of Aug. 14, according to the 

Cook County medical examiner’s office. Gooden suffered 

multiple stab wounds and incised wounds. The death 

has been ruled a homicide.

 Brian Turner, an outreach coordinator at Taskforce 

Prevention and Community Services on the West Side, 

confirmed that Gooden had visited Taskforce but said 

he had not worked directly with Gooden. It remains 

uncertain if Gooden identified as transgender or used a 

female name and pronouns exclusively, he said.

 Chicago Police News Affairs Officer Michael Sullivan 

told Windy City Times that police responded to a call 

of a foul odor at 11:15 p.m. Tuesday night on the 4800 

block of West Jackson Boulevard. Police found the body 

of a female on the second floor of the abandoned build-

ing, Sullivan said.

 According to transgender activist Jo
y Morris, Gooden’s 

friends reported that Gooden went missing over the 

weekend and was last seen the night of Aug. 10 or 11.

 Gooden was found just three blocks from the site of 

another transgender-related murder earlier this year. 

Paige Clay, a rising luminary in Chicago’s ball scene, 

was found on the 4500 block of West Jackson Boulevard 

in April.

 Turner, who organized remembrances for Clay, noted 

the close proximity of the two incidents. 

 “We still have not received any information on what’s 

going on,” he said, noting that Clay’s murder remains 

unsolved. Turner said he plans to organize an event for 

Gooden, the details of which have yet to be announced.

Morris said that Gooden and Clay were friends.  
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BY BOB ROEHR  
 
The rate of new HIV infections is coming down 
in many countries around the world, “but that is 
not happening among men who have sex with 
men (MSM),” Chris Beyrer said at the recent XIX 
International AIDS Conference.
  “The consistent pattern, in developed and de-
veloping countries, in low and middle income 
countries, in wealthy countries, is of expanding 
HIV epidemics,” said the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity epidemiologist.
 The factors that account for this are the 
greater risk of transmission through anal inter-
course, regardless of the partner’s sex; a more 
rapid transmission within the networks of MSM; 
stigma and discrimination that limits access to 
prevention and treatment services; and even 
when persons have access to healthcare, they 
are less likely to fully suppress their virus.
  “All of those structural barriers allow for con-
tinued transmission,” Beyrer said. “We must 
address those structural and social realities,” 
as well as develop new biological interventions 
designed for the needs of MSM.
 
Africa
  There is a huge denial that MSM even exist, 
Ugandan physician Paul Semugoma told a ple-
nary session of the conference. “In the fourth 
decade of the HIV pandemic, we still have coun-
tries in the world which do not have HIV statis-
tics for men who have sex with men.”
 Even though the rate of HIV infection is high-
er among MSM in every country in the world, 
resources are not targeted to that population 
because same sex activity remains criminalized. 
He said, “Less and less gets to the MSM because 
of the stigma, because they are criminals.”
 And often MSM are targets of discrimination. 
Semugoma used the example of Senegal where 
in the mid-2000s the epidemic was concentrated 
among MSM. Prevention activities were largely 
targeted to this population. The results of this 
work were presented at a regional AIDS confer-
ence in Africa.
  But rather than being praised, it led to the ar-
rest of nine of the outreach workers on charges 
of promoting homosexuality, and their being 
jailed for several months. They were finally re-
leased, in part because of international pressure.
  The Ugandan government has threatened to 

close a clinic that was recently opened to serve 
the LGBT community, “simply because they think 
it is going to promote homosexuality,” Semu-
goma said.
  Kenya still has anti-gay laws on the books, but 
it has managed to work around them in creat-
ing HIV programs for MSM, he said. “Right now 
they are miles ahead of us” in Uganda. Other 
countries, such as Zambia, have decided to do 
nothing.
 
Solutions
  The resources are not following the continued 
expanded epidemic, said Australian Don Baxter, 
co-chair of the Global Forum on MSM & HIV.
 The largest source of funding is from the Glob-
al Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
“But it is essentially country driven and many 
countries have not included MSM in programs,” 
he said. The few MSM programs that exist are 
supported by international funds and are not 
part of host government activities.
  Brazil, South Africa and India “pretty much are 
paying for their own MSM programs on a scale 
that is likely to be effective,” while China is 
making some progress toward that goal Baxter 
said. “Russia is a complete failure and is refus-
ing to invest money in any of its MSM programs.”

 Projections are for MSM to constitute half of 
all new infections in Asia by 2020. Most of the 
countries have achieved a level of economic de-
velopment that makes them ineligible to receive 
Global Fund support. Baxter called upon the 
World Bank to help fill that gap.
  Semugoma called for structural changes in 
laws and society as a crucial component for suc-
cessfully tackling the epidemic. He said, “We 
have to end the invisibility [of MSM] in service 
delivery and decision-making.”
 “There are critical issues of funding, of will, 
and of political leadership that threaten our 
being able to take advantage of this historic 
moment” of optimism about curtailing the epi-
demic, said U.S. AIDS advocate Cornelius Baker.
  U.S. Black political leaders often have provid-
ed leadership in this area, but that has proven 
to be rarer in socially more conservative regions 
such as the South. Baker said, “We have to look 
at the social construct of homophobia.”
  Global Forum President George Ayala pointed 
to “vibrant movements” in Nepal and India that 
have brought about decriminalization of homo-
sexuality and greater inclusion in society and 
particularly HIV programs. The situation also is 
improving in much of South America. 
  One key element for continued progress will be 
support for local gay communities, which often 
exist though they may not be readily visible.

  The prestigious medical journal The Lancet 
produced a special issue, “HIV in Men Who Have 
Sex with Men,” that was released immediately 
prior to the conference. It’s content is available 
for free, though registration is required: www.
thelancet.com/series/hiv-in-men-who-have-
sex-with-men.

The global view
of MSM & HIV
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 In Washington, D.C., a security guard at the 
Family Research Council (FRC) was shot the 
morning of Aug. 14 after scuffling with a man 
who disagreed with the group’s conservative 
viewpoints, according to the Washington 
Post.
 The gunman has been identified as Floyd 
Lee Corkins II, 28, a resident of Herndon, 
Va., according to CNN.com. He worked at the 
LGBT-rights organization The DC Center.
 D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier said Corkins 
walked into the lobby of the building at about 
10:45 a.m. The security guard then confront-
ed him, and Corkins opened fire. The guard 
and others wrestled him to the ground, dis-
armed him and waited for police.
 A law-enforcement official said that during 
the scuffle Corkins expressed views different 
from those of the FRC. The official also said 
Corkins was carrying a bag that had a Chick-
Fil-A bag inside. Chick-Fil-A President Dan 
Cathy has expressed views about same-sex 
marriage that are similar to the council’s.
 According to the council’s website, Family 
Research Council President Tony Perkins said, 
“The police are investigating this incident. 
Our first concern is with our colleague who 
was shot today. Our concern is for him and his 
family.” 
 On the organization’s “Marriage, Family 
& Sexuality” website page, it’s written that 
“‘families’ are formed only by ties of blood, 
marriage, or adoption, and ‘marriage’ is a 
union of one man and one woman.”
 A statement signed by the leaders of 25 
LGBT organizations—including MassEqual-
ity, Truth Wins Out and the Human Rights 
Campaign, among others—reads, “We were 
saddened to hear news of the shooting this 
morning at the offices of the Family Research 
Council. Our hearts go out to the shooting 
victim, his family, and his co-workers.
 “The motivation and circumstances behind 
today’s tragedy are still unknown, but regard-
less of what emerges as the reason for this 
shooting, we utterly reject and condemn such 
violence. We wish for a swift and complete 
recovery for the victim of this terrible inci-
dent.”
 

 Corkins faces charges of assault with intent 
to kill and bringing firearms across state, ABC 
News noted. U.S. District Court Judge Alan 
Kay ordered Corkins held without bond until 
Aug. 24, the Washington Blade noted. The as-
sault charge carries up to 30 years in prison 
while the weapons charge has a maximum 
sentence of 10 years. 

The blame game
 Afterwards, Perkins accused the Southern 
Poverty Law Center (SPLC) of sparking hatred 
that led to Corkins’ actions, calling the shoot-
ing “an act of domestic terrorism,” according 
to the Washington Post.
 He said, “Corkins was given a license to 
shoot an unarmed man by organizations like 
the Southern Poverty Law Center that have 
been reckless in labeling organizations as 
hate groups because they disagree with them 
on public policy.”
 In a statement, Mark Potok—senior fellow 
of the SPLC and editor of its Intelligence Re-
port and Hatewatch blog—said that his group 
“deplores all violence, and our thoughts are 
with the wounded victim, Leo Johnson, his 
family and others who lived through the at-
tack.”
 Potok then said, “Perkins’ accusation is 
outrageous. The SPLC has listed the FRC as a 
hate group since 2010 because it has know-
ingly spread false and denigrating propagan-
da about LGBT people—not, as some claim, 
because it opposes same-sex marriage. The 
FRC and its allies on the religious right are 
saying, in effect, that offering legitimate and 
fact-based criticism in a democratic society 
is tantamount to suggesting that the objects 
of criticism should be the targets of criminal 
violence.
 The organization Truth Wins Out (TWO), 
which combats anti-gay religious extremism, 
has also weighed in on the situation. TWO 
Director of Communications John Becker said 
in a statement that the shooting “does not 
exonerate the Family Research Council and 
other anti-gay hate groups from the decades 
they’ve spent slandering, demonizing, and ac-
tively lying about the LGBT community.”

—Andrew Davis

Shooting at anti-gay
group’s building
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 Democratic U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin—aiming 
to be the first out gay U.S. senator ever—will 
face former four-term Wis. Gov. Tommy Thomp-
son in November after he won a GOP primary 
Aug. 14. 
 Thompson defeated three other candidates: 
hedge-fund manager Eric Hovde, former state 
Congressman Mark Neumann and Assembly 
Speaker Jeff Fitzgerald, an ally of Gov. Scott 
Walker, according to the Chicago Tribune. 
 Thompson had been known in the past for 
working with Democrats but he took a more 
conservative turn during this campaign. Among 
his backers were onetime presidential candidate 
Herman Cain, former Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld and conservative musician Ted Nugent.
 LPAC, a super PAC formed by several lesbians, 
announced that Baldwin would be the first per-
son to receive the group’s support, Advocate.
com reported. Baldwin, a seven-term Democratic 
congresswoman, could become the first openly 
gay person elected to the Senate. An advisory 
board of eight women, including Chicago Cubs 
co-owner Laura Ricketts and activist Urvashi 
Vaid, launched LPAC in July.
 According to the Washington Blade, Thomp-
son told a Wisconsin media outlet, “I believe 
very strongly in the Defense of the Marriage 
Act.” However, he stopped short of endorsing a 
federal marriage amendment for the U.S. Consti-
tution. During a 2008 GOP presidential debate, 
Thompson said “yes” when asked if employers 
should be able fire people on the basis of sexual 
orientation; however, he later said he answered 
the question incorrectly and doesn’t believe in 
discrimination.

LGBT victories
 In the fight for what will be Baldwin’s former 
seat, openly gay state Rep. Mark Pocan won the 
Democratic primary for Wisconsin’s 2nd Con-
gressional District Aug. 14, besting three chal-
lengers, including fellow state Rep. Kelda Helen 
Roys. according to PostCrescent.com. He will 
now face Republican Chad Lee in November.  
 In a statement, Chuck Wolfe, the president/
CEO of the pro-LGBT Victory Fund, said, “We’re 
extremely proud of Mark. He’ll be an outstanding 
representative for Wisconsin, and a courageous 

and unyielding voice for LGBT Americans every-
where—just like his predecessor in this House 
seat, Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin.”
 The Victory Fund also stated that Florida saw 
David Richardson win his Democratic primary to 
become the first openly LGBT candidate elected 
to the state legislature. Richardson was elected 

to the Florida House in District 113, represent-
ing Miami Beach, according to the Miami Herald. 
(No Republican is running, guaranteeing Rich-
ardson’s historic win.)
 In addition, Joe Saunders, an out Democrat 
who also won his primary Aug. 14 and will go 
on to the general election in the fall, could join 
Richardson in Tallahassee in the Florida House. 
Saunders, 28, will face Republican Marco Pena 
in November after he defeated Shayan Elahi, ac-
cording to the Washington Blade. 
 Key West Innskeepers President Ian Whitney 
could become Florida’s third gay state legislator 
if voters elect him to represent House District 
120 in November.

 On July 31, four of seven gay candidates won 
elections in Atlanta, according to Project Q 
Atlanta. Three LGBT incumbent state lawmak-
ers faced voters in contested Democratic pri-
maries—Reps. Simone Bell, Keisha Waites and 
Rashad Taylor. A fourth incumbent, Rep. Karla 
Drenner, did not face any primary opposition. 
Bell and Waites won while Taylor lost, as did 
gay challengers Ken Britt and William Phelps. 
Two other gay men seeking seats in the state 
legislature—Tim Riley in Senate District 47 and 
Timothy Swiney in House District 101—did not 
face primary opponents but will face GOP foes in 
November.

—Andrew Davis

POLITICS
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gays win in Wis., fla.
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BY CARRIE MAxWELL

For the first time since its inception, UNITY 
Journalists welcomed the National Lesbian and 
Gay Journalist Association (NLGJA) to its qua-
drennial convention. The convention took place 
Aug. 1-4 in Las Vegas.
 Just last year, the boards of directors of both 
organizations agreed to the partnership that 
allowed the NLGJA to participate in this year’s 
convention. 
 The NLGJA was founded in 1990. According to 
the organization’s website, “it is an organiza-
tion of journalists, media professionals, educa-
tors and students working from within the news 
industry to foster fair and accurate coverage of 
LGBT issues.”
 Founded in 1994, UNITY Journalists of Color 
(which is now named UNITY Journalists after a 
vote was taken by the board in April of this year 
to change the name) is, according to the orga-
nization’s website, “an alliance of four journal-
ism organizations representing more than 4,000 
journalists, is the nation’s most diverse journal-
ism organization. It is a strategic alliance ad-
vocating fair and accurate news coverage about 
people of color and LGBT issues and aggressively 
challenges news organizations to increase diver-
sity in whom they employ at all levels of their 
companies.”
 The UNITY alliance includes the Asian Ameri-
can Journalists Association (AAJA), the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ), the 
Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) 

and the NLGJA. 
 For the first time since UNITY was formed, the 
National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) 
decided to sever its ties with UNITY, resulting 
in the organization not attending this year’s 
convention. Earlier reports stated that the NABJ 
left UNITY due to the inclusion of the NLGJA; 
however, UNITY and NABJ leadership said this 
was incorrect.
 NABJ President Greg Lee Jr. remarked that, 
“NABJ departed UNITY in the spring of 2011. 
We left for financial and governmental reasons.” 
When contacted by Windy City Times, a repre-
sentative from UNITY corroborated Lee’s state-
ment. 
 During the convention’s NLGJA membership 
meeting, there was a discussion about whether 
to change the organization’s name from NLGJA 
to a name that would include the bisexual and 
transgender communities under the LGBT um-
brella. In a response to this suggestion, NLGJA 
President Michael Triplett said, “We’ve wrestled 
with having a more inclusive name, like so many 
LGBT groups. I think the meeting created a great 
jumping-off point and expect that the board will 
take a serious look at our brand and how to 
make it more inclusive.”
 “UNITY was a great success and reinforced why 
it was important for NLGJA to be involved,” said 
Triplett. “We had great attendance and what I 
heard from members was that there were great 
sessions and they enjoyed being with our UNITY 
alliance partners.”
 The convention also featured a women’s net-

working dinner for NLGJA members, a media 
showcase and career expo, among numerous 
other events. 
 President Barack Obama and GOP presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney were both invited to ad-
dress the convention; however, neither of them 
attended which was a break with past tradition 
according to the UNITY leadership. 
 Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill., was sent to ad-
dress the convention on behalf of the Obama 
for America presidential campaign. The event 
was moderated by Willie Lora, news and political 
director of CNN en Espanol. It should be noted 
that Romney was in Las Vegas to attend a cam-
paign event on Friday Aug. 3 while the UNITY 
convention was taking place and he chose to 
stay away. 
 In Gutierrez’s remarks he discussed the up-
coming election, immigration reform, the new 
immigration law that will help a number of un-
documented immigrants under the age of 30 le-
gally stay in the United States, the differences 
between the president and Romney on various 
issues and the strides the Obama administration 
has made on behalf of the LGBT community. 
 Along with the other convention offerings 
there were also panels addressing a variety of 
media issues including the impact of social me-
dia on journalism and how to navigate writing, 
producing and presenting news stories in today’s 
print, radio and television world. 
 A number of other panels addressed specific 
issues facing LGBT, Asian-American, Hispanic- 
American and Native American journalists. The 
panels that featured LGBT issues were “Speak-
ing Up”, “Digital and Diversity”, “LGBT Coverage 
in 2012: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly” and 
“Inclusive Coverage: Bringing LGBT Voices to 
Mainstream Outlets.”
 Pulitzer Prize winner Jose Antonio Vargas was 

the featured speaker during “Speaking Up,” re-
marking that people have to become their own 
institutions in journalism. Vargas also said that 
he looks at himself as a storyteller when he talks 
about his experiences as an undocumented gay 
journalist. 
 In the digital and diversity panel there was 
a discussion about how Sally Ride’s lesbianism 
was reported in her obituary. What was noted 
was that in most cases her lesbian identity was 
overlooked by mainstream news outlets whereas 
other media outlets reported that she was sur-
vived by her female partner. Another member of 
the audience pointed out that if there are pages 
dedicated to covering the Hispanic-American, 
African-American and LGBT American communi-
ties there also needs to be pages dedicated to 
covering Asian-American and Native American 
stories on the Huffington Post. At the end of 
the panel there was a consensus that minority 
voices need to be heard in the media and that 
the old boy’s network needs to change. 
 The panel dealing with LGBT coverage in the 
media focused on how various LGBT stories were 
handled by LGBT media outlets around the coun-
try including bullying and the Chick fil a con-
troversy. In the final LGBT specific panel, the 
discussion shifted to inclusive coverage within 
mainstream media outlets. The discussion fo-
cused on how non-LGBT reporters and editors 
go about covering stories related to the LGBT 
community with nuance and sensitivity. Pan-
elists and attendees also provided the other 
reporters in the room avenues to find sources 
and resources to cover LGBT stories and how to 
avoid red flags when covering LGBT stories in 
the mainstream media.
 For more information on the NLGJA and UNITY 
visit www.nlgja.org/ and www.unityjournalists.
org.

UNITY convention
welcomes NLGJA
for first time

U.S. Rep. Luis Gutierrez (right) talks with moderator Willie Lora at a forum at UNITY. Photo by 
Carrie Maxwell

Chicago Spirit 
Brigade’s
‘Starry Night’ Aug. 25
 The Chicago Spirit Brigade (CSB) will host 
its third annual “Starry Night” fundraiser re-
ception Saturday, Aug. 25, 7-10 p.m., on the 
rooftop at 3323 N. Paulina St. 
 Starry Night is the CSB’s annual “Spread 
the Cheer” cocktail party. This event supports 
CSB’s Plus 25% Matching Program, which al-
lows the organization to donate 125 percent 
of every dollar raised for its beneficiaries. Last 
year, CSB donated more than $16,000 to lo-
cal charities such as Lakeview Pantry, Housing 
Opportunities for Women and the Families’ & 
Children’s AIDS Network.
 Tickets are $50; see www.ChicagoSpiritBri-
gade.org.

Great Lakes Leather
Weekend Aug. 23-26
 The Great Lakes Leather Alliance will hold 
its GLLA XI Weekend Aug. 23-26 in Indianapo-
lis, Ind.
 Events will include the kissing booth, work-
shops, book signings, bootblack ice-cream 
social, master/slave interviews and a vendor 
fair, among many other items.
 Highlights include a “Fireside Chat” with 
Chicago leather activist Doug O’Keeffe and 
entertainer/activist Queen Cougar; an “Indi-
ana Younger Kink Pool Party”; and a perfor-
mance by Sir Jim Ellison.
 Registration is now $129; for more info, see 
www.GreatLakesLeather.org.

LEGAL NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT
GREY V. HASBROUCK, 11 CH 17091, Circuit Court of Cook County

Plaintiffs are transsexual persons born in Illinois who were denied a
change in the sex designation on their Illinois birth certificate by the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) because they had not undergone genital
reconstruction surgery.  Plaintiffs filed a class action suit on behalf of
themselves and other similarly situated persons against the Director of IDPH
alleging that IDPH's denial of their applications violated Illinois law and the
Illinois Constitution.  IDPH expressly denied that its actions violated Illinois law
and the Illinois Constitution.  

The Court has certified a class of:  All persons with an existing Illinois
birth record who are or will be unable to obtain an Illinois birth certificate with
the sex designation that matches their internal sense of gender solely because
of Defendant's refusal to issue birth certificates with a revised sex designation
to persons who have not had genital reconstruction surgery.

The parties have now reached a settlement of this case, subject to final
court approval.  Under the proposed settlement, IDPH will no longer deny
applications for new birth certificates solely because the person has not had
genital reconstruction surgery.  The Circuit Court of Cook County has sched-
uled a hearing to decide whether to approve this settlement.  The hearing will
be held on October 23, 2012, at 10 a.m., in the courtroom of Judge Michael B.
Hyman, Room 2405 of the Richard J. Daley Center, Chicago, Illinois. 

If you believe that you are a member of this class, you may file written
comments or objections to the proposed settlement with the Clerk of the Court
and counsel for the Plaintiff class.  For more information or to see a copy of
the proposed settlement, visit the ACLU of Illinois' website,
www.aclu-il.org, or contact counsel for the Plaintiff class:

John Knight
Roger Baldwin Foundation of ACLU, Inc.
180 N. Michigan, 2300
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 201-9740.

DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT.
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Shaun Sperling has been a gay pioneer of sorts, 
dating back to 1994, when he came out—at age 
15—while a student at Stevenson High School in 
northwest suburban Lincolnshire. In fact, he told 
Windy City Times that “being out was unheard 
of in my community in 1994.” (However, he was 
also a leader in 1992, when he had a Madonna-
themed bar mitzvah; see below.)
 He eventually campaigned—along with then-
Stevenson English teacher Patrick Finnessey, 
who was out, and then-Stevenson guidance 
counselor Janet Shushinsky, who is straight—to 
start one of the first high school support groups 
for LGBT students in the Midwest. 
 “Patrick and Janet gave me the courage to join 
them in speaking to the school board and teach-
ers about the need and the importance of the 
group,” Sperling said. “The group was eventually 
approved and Project 10 Midwest was created 
during my senior year. That experience influ-
enced me in immeasurable ways.”
 Sperling moved on to Bradley University, 
graduated in 2002 and now lives in Chicago’s 
Andersonville neighborhood. He has a partner, 
Matt Leyes, whom Sperling tagged as “incredibly 
talented, sexy and smart.” 
 Sperling, an attorney, moved to the law firm 
Aronberg Goldgehn Davis & Garmisa (AGDG) late 
last year. He is a member of the commercial 
litigation, commercial workout and foreclosure 
groups. His practice is focused on creditor’s 
rights matters, including complex commercial 
mortgage foreclosures. He regularly represents 
financial institutions and other lenders in resolv-
ing disputes arising out of contracts, commercial 
mortgages, notes, guarantees and other credit 
instruments.
 He’s still out, and proud—and thinks he’s the 
only gay attorney at his firm.
 “I think being out has impacted me profes-
sionally in a profound way,” Sperling said. “I 
was fortunate enough to have a strong support 
system [when coming out] and a healthy envi-
ronment to always be myself. Since that time, I 
have never hidden my sexuality. I knew that I 
had to be 100 percent myself, no matter what 
career or job I landed in.
 “The move to AGDG was a great move for me. 
As a relatively new attorney, it’s important to 
me to be working for a firm or company where 
I can learn and grow while being supported and 
respected. AGDG is one of the oldest firms in Chi-
cago, and I am learning from attorneys who have 
an enormous amount of knowledge and exper-
tise in law and, specifically, in the Chicago legal 
community.”
 Sperling said being out helped with his initial 
job interview with AGDG, as it showed his open-
ness and commitment to the LGBT community.
 Sperling is now a member of the board of 
the Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of Chicago 
(LAGBAC), which he has been aligned with since 
he was in law school.
 “I was by no means one of those people who 
always knew they wanted to be an attorney,” 
Sperling said. “I know that, being at AGDG as a 
commercial litigator, is what I should be doing 
right now. Over time I have trusted that as long 
as I keep setting goals for myself and working 
hard to achieve them, I will end up where I am 
suppose to be. I am confident that I am in the 
right place now, which gives me the confidence 
to keep doing what I do.”
 Getting to his current job has, though, been 
quite a journey. After graduating from college, 
he worked at Steppenwolf Theatre, and then with 
the official endurance-training program of the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC), the National 
AIDS Marathon Training Program, now known as 
the Team to End AIDS (T2).
 “I never had to question how my sexuality, or 
being out, would affect my career,” he said. “It 
wasn’t until I was well into law school that I 

realized that my sexuality, or being out, could 
affect my career options. 
 “I could never hide who I am or pretend to be 
someone I am not, so I never made it a secret. 
In fact, I did the opposite; I made sure that my 
involvement with the LGBT community was a fo-
cal point of my resume and sometimes my cover 
letter. I did this because it is the work that is 
most important to me. 
 “I think that has helped me make great con-
nections with LGBT and non-LGBT attorneys and 
professionals. Being aligned with a community, 
especially a minority community can be a major 
benefit because it automatically provides a net-
work. It also has proven to be a great way for 
me to show my commitment to the things that 
are most important to me—equality and human 
rights.”
 Sperling is now celebrating his 10th year in-
tertwined in Chicago’s LGBT community, and is a 
former Windy City Times’ 30 Under 30 honoree.
 “Chicago’s LGBT community is filled with di-
verse, smart, positive, active people who are 
committed to making Chicago a great place for 
LGBT people to live and work, and for providing 
a place for LGBT youth to have a safe place to 
be themselves,” he said. “I remember, as a kid 
growing up in the suburbs, walking along Hal-
sted [Street], shopping at [since-closed] Flashy 
Trash and fantasizing about the day I would live 
in Boystown and be a part of it all. 
 “Now that I am, I try and get involved in all 
aspects and of the community. I am so thankful 
to be here and be a part of Chicago’s LGBT com-
munity.”

 In 2001, Sperling participated in the AIDS 
Ride from Minneapolis to Chicago, launching his 
advocacy and fundraising for HIV/AIDS.
 The following year, he ran his first marathon 
with AFC’s endurance-training program, and 
then became a program representative for the 
National AIDS Marathon Training Program. He 
worked in the program’s Chicago office for al-
most three years and then was transferred to its 
San Francisco office to be the associate program 
manager.
 “I loved my work with National AIDS Marathon 
Training Program because I was able to motivate 
and inspire people to do the things I was so pas-
sionate about,” Sperling said. “In turn, I met the 
most amazing, inspiring, fun-loving people who 
dedicated so much to the fight against AIDS and 
reaching their own personal goals.
 “Since my first AIDS ride, my endurance sports 
and fundraising for HIV/AIDS has not stopped. I 
have run eight marathons, three Olympic triath-
lons, two 550-mile AIDS Rides, and most recent-
ly, a Half Ironman with the Team to End AIDS.

More Shaun Sperling:
 —He was a member of AFC’s junior board and, 
in 2011, was its president. 
 —He has a passion for storytelling and writing 
creative personal essays. Recently won the Moth 
Story Slam and competed in the First Chicago 
Moth GrandSlam at the Park West Theatre. The 
Moth is a storytelling show/competition, with a 
podcast and shows throughout the country.

Gay attorney still a pioneer

Shaun Sperling. Photo from Sperling

SIDEBAR

Sperling strikes 
a pose in video
BY ROSS FORMAN
 
After 20 years, Shaun Sperling is getting his 15 
minutes of fame—plus some.
 Sperling is the now-grown-up dancing sen-
sation who, on March 14, 1992, strutted into 
the party for his bar mitzvah and went vogue. 
He showcased Madonna in front of family and 
friends—and now in front of the world.
 The video was posted on Perez Hilton’s web-
site this week after a friend of Sperling’s told 
him that, on a whim, he was going to email the 
video to Hilton.
 It’s blown up worldwide ever since—with 
about 800,000 views on Youtube in less than a 
week.
 Sperling even was in New York City Aug. 18, 
for a live appearance on The Today Show. He ap-
peared on Jimmy Kimmel Live Aug. 20.
 “I’ve thought about posting it [online] for a 
long time, but just never did it,” said Sperling, 
now 33 and living in Chicago. “It never was my 
goal to be a viral sensation, but there was a 
little part in me that wondered if people would 
really dig it. 
 “But I never thought in my wildest dreams 
that this would happen.”
 Sperling has been talking regularly with pro-
ducers from multiple, high-profile TV shows, 
each wanting a moment of action of the dancing 
sensation-turned-attorney.
 “The outpouring of love and support, and the 
number of people who are truly touched by the 
video … it’s amazing,” Sperling said. “I just 
thought it was crazy and silly and wild. But I’ve 
had so many people reach out and say how they 
wish they had the same confidence that I did at 
[age] 13. It’s also been amazing how so many 
people have commented about how my family 
and friends [who were there] were loving and 
supportive. That’s overwhelming to me.”
 Sperling had his bar mitzvah at the Hyatt Ho-
tel in Deerfield, with a Madonna theme, and he 
even sported a white dress shirt with an image 

of the singer on the back.
 He only wishes he still had the shirt today, but 
the search is on at his parent’s suburban home, 
to see if it’s still around.
 “In my personal life, now that I’m established 
in my career, I can explore these more creative 
outlets; that’s what really brought it out,” said 
Sperling, who also dabbles as a writer and story-
teller and has been working on a one-man show 
entitled ”Madonna and Me,” which he debuted in 
mid-August at The Upstairs Gallery in Anderson-
ville.
 Sperling released the bar-mitzvah video to co-
incide with his production.

 “My real love in life is reaching out to people 
and public speaking; I love having that forum 
[now]. I would love to work this [video into a] 
part of my life’s career,” Sperling said. “People 
are coming out of the woodwork [to reach and 
support him], and I think it’s nice, very genu-
ine.”
 Sperling spent months practicing the dance 
after school with his sister, and now admits he 
likely practiced the dance more than his Torah 
portion that he read during the bar mitzvah.
 To view Sperling’s bar mitzvah dance 
from 1992, visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=I8xDo4lsa10.

Sperling in the 1992 bar-mitzvah video that has gone viral. YouTube video
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A memorial mass took place Aug. 20 for Bryan 
M. Porcaro of Chicago, who went missing Aug. 5 
in California.
 A man’s body was found Aug. 11 in the open 
desert near Ludlow, Calif., the Contra Costa 
Times reported, and it has been confirmed to be 
Porcaro.
 Porcaro, 37, had car trouble on I-40 near 
Ludlow, according to the Missing Persons of 
America website. Porcaro was traveling with his 
5-month-old black Labrador/poodle puppy, Ruff, 
when his black Volkswagen Golf broke down. He 
used an emergency phone on I-40 and drove a 
few more miles before he abandoned the car.
 The body was found at about 1 a.m. a short 
distance away from where Porcaro’s vehicle 
had broken down, according to San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Department.
 Porcaro was an account representative with 
Constellation Energy and was on medical leave 
while undergoing treatment for liver disease, 
the website reported. Since last summer, he has 
lived in Chicago’s Lakeview neighborhood, said 
Todd Davidson, a Chicago real-estate broker.
 Davidson and Porcaro met online in 2002 and 
started dating in 2004, Davidson said.
 “His smile was just amazing. His looks just 
took my breath away when I first met him,” 
said Davidson, 45, who now lives in Edgewater. 
“There was instantaneous attraction when we 
first met.”
 They mostly did indoor activities, such as 
watching TV together or enjoying home-cooked 
meals. They also went out for dinner and to 
movies, but rarely went to gay bars, Davidson 
said.
 “His work was so demanding; he was work-
ing 12-hour days, minimum,” Davidson 
said. 
 The two dated for about three months, David-
son said.
 “He had a great personality, was very funny,” 
Davidson said of Porcaro. “He was very subdued, 
very laid back. A lot of people were friends with 
him, and everyone says the same thing about 
him, that he was one of the sweetest guys you’d 
ever meet.”
 Porcaro had two cats named Kitty and Other 
Kitty.
 “Bryan was my first boyfriend and anyone who 
you talk to who knew him will say, he is unfor-
gettable,” Davidson said.
 “The story that was told to me [about what 
happened] … there are parts of it that just don’t 
make sense to me. There’s got to be something 
else that happened. They found the keys to the 
car [still] in the ignition and the dog leash on 
the side of the car.
 “There are so many unanswered questions 
about this.”
 Porcaro played volleyball and softball for the 
predominantly gay Chicago Metropolitan Sports 
Association (CMSA), including the recently com-
pleted Open Division Sunday Softball League. 
He played on the Strip T’s team that finished in 
second-place in the D2 Division playoffs.
 “He was just an all around, thoughtful guy,” 
said Lindsay Frounfelkner, team manager for Por-
caro’s 2012 softball team. The two have been 
teammates since 2009.
 “Even when he was traveling, when he saw 
something that reminded him of one of us on 
the team, he’d post it to our team’s Facebook 
page or just send a text message. He was very 
thoughtful. It’s been bad [the past week or so], 
surreal. I’m still in shock about it.”
 Frounfelkner said Porcaro often baked cookies 

or brownies for the softball team, or a pie.
 “He sent me an email at the end of every sea-
son, telling me what a good job I did managing 
the team, how thankful he was, and that he was 
so excited that he was playing with us,” Froun-
felkner said.
 “He was well-loved. I know everyone [on the 
team] is pretty heartbroken.”
 The memorial mass was Aug. 20 at St. Thomas 
of Villanova Catholic Church in Palatine, starting 
at 11 a.m., followed by a lunch at the church.
 Donations on behalf of Porcaro are asked to be 
sent to the American Liver Foundation, Froun-
felkner said.

Chicagoan’s body
identified in Calif.

Bryan Porcaro. Photo by Adrian Sotomayor

Law Project offers 
forums for emerging 
nonprofits
 The Law Project (TLP)—a project of 
The Chicago Lawyer’s Committee for Civil 
Rights under Law—is offering a series of 
five workshops for individuals looking to 
form nonprofit organizations. 
 Participants can register for each work-
shop individually or—for a significant dis-
count—for the entire five-course series at 
once. Workshop titles include “Nonprofit 
Board Basics,” “Business Planning for New 
Nonprofits,” “Developing a Budget for a 
New Nonprofit,” “Funding a New Nonprofit” 
and “Legal Steps to Create a 501(c)(3) 
Charitable Organization.” 
 The first series of workshops will be held 
at The Law Project, 100 N. LaSalle St., Aug. 
23, Aug. 30 and Sept. 6; advance registra-
tion is required.  Visit www.thelawproject.
org.

THE PERFECT COMMITMENT CEREMONY
RIGHT AT YOUR FINGERTIPS.

Chicagoland JW Marriott®, Renaissance® and Marriott® Hotels provide 
magnificent venues for ceremonies honoring you and your partner. You’ll 
experience impeccable service, attention to detail and certified planning 
experts who will stop at nothing to make your dream ceremony a reality.

Simply visit MarriottCeremony.com and choose from one of our 14 magnificent 
Chicagoland locations for your perfect commitment ceremony.

http://www.marriottceremony.com
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A Rogers Park church has begun efforts to open 
an LGBTQ youth shelter after the church’s min-
ister preached Sunday that he had been called 
to the task.
 Rev. Russ Sorensen of Unity Church, 1925 W. 
Thome Ave., told congregants over the weekend 
that the epidemic of LGBTQ youth homelessness 
in the city called for urgent action. 
 “Last Sunday, I just couldn’t keep it in,” So-
rensen told Windy City Times.
 Sorensen, a straight minister, represents a 
diverse non-denominational Christian church. 
Approximately 40-50 percent of his congregants 
are LGBT, he said.
 The church has long embraced LGBT people 
and outreach efforts to queer homeless young 
people by other organizations.
 But only recently did Sorensen learn of the 
myriad challenges facing those young people, he 
said.
 A few months ago, a young lesbian opened 
to him about difficulties she was facing. The 
conversation got him thinking, he said, and she 
started to research queer homeless youth issues.
 Not long after, a congregant who had survived 
homelessness offered to introduce Sorensen to 
some of the city’s LGBT homeless youth. He 
spoke with more than a dozen young people on 
the street, listening to their stories and taking 
in their needs.
 “After I met those young people, I just had 

trouble sleeping,” said Sorensen. 
 Sorensen began to look at the resources avail-
able to queer homeless youth in the city and 
recognized there were few.
 “This was a call for me that I can’t ignore,” he 
said. 
 On Sunday, he shared that vision with con-
gregants in a sermon on the issue. He was met 
with “stunned silence,” he said. But since, he 
has received dozens of messages and calls about 
making the shelter happen. 
 The church is in its earliest stages of plan-
ning, talking with other agencies that serve the 
young people to determine what housing model 
is needed and what services the shelter should 
provide. 
 Sorensen said he recognizes the learning curve 
will be steep. In addition to finding a space for 
the shelter, the church will need create a sus-
tainable model for keeping the shelter open and 
providing food and other services. It will need 
funds, culturally competent staff and a safe 
building. 
 Sorensen said he will rely heavily on the ex-
pertise of LGBTQ community members to make it 
happen.
 “I want people to come together and get to-
gether so we can do this in the best way,” he 
said.
 Shelters that specifically serve LGBTQ youth 
are few and far between, and shelters that do 
not are often considered unsafe for queer youth 
who are more likely to be targeted because of 

their sexual orientation or gender identity. In 
addition, service providers estimate that queer 
youth account for a large percentage of the 
city’s homeless population, as many young peo-
ple are forced to leave their parents homes after 
coming out as LGBTQ. 
 Chicago has just two shelters for LGBTQ youth. 
Humboldt Park organization Vida/SIDA opened 
a transitional home for queer youth earlier this 
year. The Night Ministry operates an LGBTQ-
friendly shelter nightly in Lakeview, but that 
shelter is seasonally funded and will remain 
closed through September.
 Sorensen said it remains unclear what model 
the church will adopt, but that a group home for 
up to a dozen young people is a possibility. The 
shelter will be in Rogers Park, a far North Side 
neighborhood with a large LGBT population. 
And while the shelter will be run by Unity, staff 
members will not be evangelizing to the youth, 
said Sorensen.
 Despite a lack of concrete plans, Sorensen is 
confident the shelter will be a reality, and the 
church may not be stopping at one.
 “I already envision more than one of these,” 
he said. “We need to develop a prototype.” 

Cocktail files for
bankruptcy protection
BY KATE SOSIN

Boystown mainstay bar Cocktail has filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy after more than a year of 
reported troubles. 
 The bar, operating under the company name 
With a Stick, Inc., filed for bankruptcy Aug. 12, 
the latest in a series of financial challenges fac-
ing Cocktail this year. The petition was filed in 
the Illinois Northern Bankruptcy Court.
 Jacob Meister, the bar’s attorney, said the fil-

ing could give Cocktail the time it needs to get 
back on track financially, allowing Cocktail four 
months to come up with a reorganization plan.
 “It’s a positive move,” said Meister. But, he 
added, “It’s a bitter pill.”
 Cocktail, owned by John “Geno” Zaharakis and 
Dustin Hoffman, is currently ensnared in a le-
gal battle with its landlord, management com-
pany and two former employees. The bar filed 
suit against the group last year, alleging that 
landlord Robert Brumbaugh conspired with for-
mer employees to make the property at 3359 N. 
Halsted St. uninhabitable in an attempt to take 
over the bar. 
 Brumbaugh has repeatedly declined to com-
ment on the pending suit.
 Meister and Zaharakis previously stated that 
Cocktail’s financial woes stem from that battle 
as well as from renovations to the space in re-
cent years during tough economic times.
 The bar was shuttered temporarily twice in the 
last year after a failure to pay overdue sales tax-
es resulted in the revocation of Cocktail’s liquor 
license.
 Cocktail also announced earlier in the year 
that the bar had been sold but later said the 
deal fell through. 
 “It has been a rough couple of years for them,” 
said Meister.
 Meister said the closures hurt Cocktail but that 
the bar had otherwise done well financially in 
recent months.
 The Chapter 11 filing, if approved by the court, 
would allow Cocktail to continue to operate and 
remain open.
 Cocktail has been a gay fixture in Lakeview 
since it opened in 1996.

Rogers Park church
mobilizing to open
LGBTQ youth shelter

 She called on police to investigate both 
murders, and said that discrimination 
against transgender people had put them 
in harm’s way.
 “It’s just so unfortunate,” she said. 
“There are limited resources and job op-
portunities.” 
 Youth Pride Services, an organization 
that primarily serves LGBTQ youth of color, 
responded to the news of Gooden’s death 
in a statement from one its youth mem-
bers.
 “It’s saddening to see the death of an-
other LGBT youth go in vain,” said Brandon 
Clasberry, 19, in the statement. “Many of 
today’s Black LGBT youth are still unac-
cepted in their communities and resort to 
desperate measures to manage.”
 Gooden’s mother has made funeral ar-
rangements. A visitation will be held Wed., 
Aug. 22, 4-8 p.m., at Smith and Thomas 
Funeral Home, 5708 W. Madison St. A wake 
will be held Thursday, Aug. 23, at 10 a.m. 
with the funeral immediately following. 

MURDER from cover

‘Geege’ Borovina dies
 Catherine “Geege” Borovina, longtime Chi-
cago activist and businesswoman, died Aug. 
19 after a brief illness.
 Borovina and her partner, Leslie Fisher, 
celebrated their 35th anniversary just a few 
weeks ago. 
 In the 1970s, Borovina and Fisher owned a 
popular bar in Old Town. They have been sup-
portive of a wide range of community causes, 
and were part of the gay bowling leagues for 
many years.
 In her younger years, Borovina was in The 
Women in the Air Force program. 
 She is survived by Fisher as well as many 
family members and friends around the coun-
try.
 Windy City Times will have more details on-
line and in the next edition.

Catherine “Geege” Borovina. Photo by Hal 
Baim

Rev. Russ Sorensen. Photo courtesy of Unity
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of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
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DREAM Relief Day brought thousands of undocu-
mented youth to Navy Pier Aug. 15 to apply for 
deferred action. 
 U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill.; U.S. Rep. Luis 
Gutierrez, D-Ill.; and Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel and other dignitaries joined the Illi-
nois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
(ICIRR) to help the thousands obtain opportuni-
ties to temporarily live, work and become edu-
cated legally in the United States.
 The historic and celebratory day came about 
when the Obama Administration announced 
June 15 that it would offer many undocumented 
youths the opportunity to apply for The Presi-
dent’s deferred action initiative, which allows 
them to be protected from deportation and 
eligible for work permits, driver’s licenses, and 
other basic rights.  

 This first-ever effort welcomed applicants 
along with supportive family and friends. Lines 
wrapped around the building at the start of the 
day at and continued inside the building the rest 
of the day. With numbered folders in hand, eli-
gible applicants waited to enter the ballroom.
 “To see these many students come out, it was 
an emotional experience for me and for a lot 
of people who came in because these students 
in many ways symbolize the American dream for 
their parents,” said Lawrence Benito, CEO for 
ICIRR.
 Workshops focused on immigrant and worker 
rights with a college resource fair involving De-
Paul University, Loyola University, Northern Illi-
nois University, Northeastern Illinois University, 
City Colleges of Chicago, University of Illinois at 
Chicago and the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign to kick-off the day. The seemingly 
endless lines then led to the ballroom, where 
DREAM Act-eligible youth could sit down to re-
ceive assistance with completing applications 
and get complimentary information. 
 According to ICIRR, more than 7,000 youth 
pre-registered to participate through the DREAM 
Relief website, DREAMrelief.org, with 600 vol-
unteers helping them. Added into the mix were 
more than 50 attorneys and legal workers from 
the National Immigrant Justice Center who 
provided free consultations. ICIRR stated they 
provided full-service assistance to 1,500 DREAM 
Act-eligible youths. 
 Speakers gathered on stage to praise partici-
pants and their families, while sharing some of 
their own stories in an afternoon ceremony. 
Among the familiar faces was journalist and De-
fine American founder Jose Antonio Vargas. Re-

vealing he is undocumented last year in an essay 
featured in The New York Times Magazine, says 
the young DREAMers who have come out about 
their status inspired him.
 “This is the most significant development in 
immigrant rights since 1986,” he told Windy City 
Times. “If you think about it, you have an entire 
generation of people who’ve been taught to fear 
this government and now the government is say-
ing, ‘Come forward, tell us who you are, we won’t 
deport you, we’ll give u a work permit.’ That’s 
a massive turn around. I think it’s historic and 
there’s no going back.”
 Jorge Mena, an undocumented and queer 
youth, labels himself an “undocuqueer.” De-
scribing the day as overwhelming and exciting, 
he served as a volunteer. He suggests people 
take their time on the application and be sure 
to ask for help if necessary. 
 He recalled a time in his life when he felt he 
had to keep his queer identity and his undocu-
mented identity separate, which was a constant 
struggle. Eventually, he explained, being queer 
helped him come out as being undocumented as 
he dealt with emotions.
 “It’s definitely been a struggle and it’s defi-
nitely taken some time,” he said. “For a while I 
was just going to immigration stuff and saying 
I was undocumented. For a while I was just go-
ing to LGBT stuff and saying I’m queer. It was 
like let’s not talk about how these mix or inter-
sectionality or anything like that. I think we’ve 
realized it’s essential to talk about intersection-
ality. Putting them together made it feel more 
honest.”
 Maher Alhaj, of ICIRR and Lambda Legal, said 
he hopes the momentum seen in the crowd on 

day one continues and that there is an increase 
in immigration reform and immigration equality 
for everybody, including the LGBT community. 
 “We believe this undocumented movement in-
cludes the parents of these youth,” said Alhaj. 
“It’s not going to end here. We’re going to have 
to be fighting it until we get comprehensive im-
migration reform, which includes undocumented 
parents and their families as well.”
 Although not everyone was able to be seen 
at this particular event, more workshops will be 
held continuously. Interested persons should 
visit the DREAM Relief website.

Thousands of undocumented
youth apply for deferred action

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill. Photo by Ed 
Negron

One of the undocumented in line Aug. 15. 
Photo by Ed Negron

Rainbow Over Richmond celebrates LGBT culture and community
 in Richmond, VA from August through October. Enter to win

a free two night getaway including hotel and theater tickets.
Book your convenient direct flight to RIC today!

RAINBOW OVER RICHMOND

RainbowOverRichmond.com    1-888-RICHMOND 

http://www.rainbowoverrichmond.com
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BY ROSS FORMAN
 
Jimmy Kays will be filled with emotions Aug. 21. 
He’ll be walking through Lakeview and Ander-
sonville, passing out letters to local businesses, 
seeking support and donations for a charity fun-
draiser he is hosting Nov. 14.
 Kays also is planning dinner for Aug. 21 with 
David Moradzadeh and they will, no doubt, toast 
to the heavens—to their mutual friend Gio 
Cosentino, who died one year ago from colon 
cancer.
 “Gio was only 26 when he passed away and it 
just isn’t fair,” Kays said. “He was such a beauti-
ful and talented person with such a hunger for 
life. His death has definitely made me appreci-
ate my life that much more and makes me want 
to help others [who] are dealing with the same 
thing he had to go through. 
 “[Cosentino’s death] really was [a shock] for 
me, even though the doctors had only given him 
a short time to live [after the diagnosis]. Gio 
was afraid of death, so we never really talked 
about it. He would talk about how, when he got 
better, he wanted the two of us to get an apart-
ment together again because he enjoyed being 
roommates. Although I think the real reason was 
so he could steal my cat. He was an avid cat 
lover and would always come in to my room and 
steal my cat while I was sleeping and lock her 
in his room. One of the things I miss the most 
about Gio is hearing him meow at me. He was 
always meowing at people.”
 Kays last saw Cosentino Aug. 18, 2011.
 “He was in and out of the hospital and not 
always feeling up for company, so, when I found 
out he had been discharged I got a hold of 
him and he invited me over to his place,” Kays 
said. “I was supposed to work that evening, but 
knowing about his condition, I got the night off 
to spend with him and I am so thankful. We just 
hung out, watching TV and talking until he got 
tired and kicked me out. I told him that the next 
time I came over I was going to bring my cat 

for him to play with because I thought it would 
really do him well to interact with her. He was 
very excited to see her. 
 “Unfortunately, [three days later] I got the 
call [of his death] as I was heading to work. I 
knew it was coming, but I wasn’t ready for it to 
be that soon. No one was.”
 Kays, 36, lives in Chicago’s Wrigleyville neigh-
borhood, is the night manager at Sidetrack in 
Lakeview. Originally from St. Louis, Kays has 
lived in Chicago since 2006.
 Kays and Cosentino met in 2008; shortly 
thereafter, they became roommates.
 “When Gio passed away, I didn’t want to just 
sit around and think about things that were out 
of my control. Instead I decided to create Over 
the Rainbow to keep Gio’s legacy alive. Every 
penny raised [through Over the Rainbow fund-
raising efforts will be used] to help in the fight 
against cancer—because of him. 
 “Over the Rainbow has been such a blessing 
to me. It motivates me each day to get up and 
make this year’s event better than last year.”
 The 2011 Over the Rainbow, held at Sidetrack, 
featured six performers and 53 silent auction 
items, including a dinner date with Ronnie Kro-
ell of Make Me A Supermodel (Bravo), two round-
trip tickets on Southwest Airlines and more. 
About 350 attended and more than $10,000 was 
raised for the American Cancer Society and How-
ard Brown Health Center.
 “Being that [2011] was the very first event 
I had ever planned, I was unsure how things 
would go,” Kays said. “Last year, I pulled off 
the first Over the Rainbow [fundraiser] in three 
months, so being that I have all year I’d like to 
make everything about this year’s event bigger 
and better.”
 All six singers and performers—Amy Arm-
strong, Stephen Leonard, Molly Callinan, Cyon 
Flare, Circuit Mom, and Sasha Colby—are back 
for the 2012 event.
 “Gio has brought so many wonderful people in 
to my life,” Kays said. “I have kind of adopted 

his family and they have adopted me back. His 
grandparents are two of the sweetest people you 
could ever meet. 
 “Over the Rainbow has given me a purpose in 
life. Helping people is my passion and there isn’t 
a day that goes by that I don’t think about Over 
the Rainbow and what it stands for.”
 Funds raised at the 2012 Over the Rainbow 
event in November will benefit Gilda’s Club.
 “I learned about Gilda’s Club shortly before 
my benefit last year. I saw an advertisement for 
their LGBT chapter on ChicagoPride.com and I 

reached out to them,” Kays said. “They invited 
me over for a tour of the facilities and to talk 
about Over the Rainbow. I loved the atmosphere 
and was impressed with everything they have 
to offer. I made up my mind last year that, if I 
decided to have another benefit, I wanted them 
to be the beneficiary.”
 Gilda’s Club Chicago is a support community 
for people living with cancer along with their 
families and friends. 
 For more information on Over the Rainbow, 
go to www.overtherainbow773.com.

Man remembering
friend with fundraiser

Gio Cosentino (left) and Jimmy Kays. Photo courtesy of Kays
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feigenholtz 
performs mock 
weddings
 At Northalsted Market Days, 
the Lesbian and Gay Bar Associa-
tion of Chicago (LAGBAC) invited 
festivalgoers to participate in 
mock same-sex marriages over-
seen by politicians including 
state Rep. Sara Feigenholtz, D-
Chicago.
 Dozens of couples took part in 
these “ceremonies,” held public-
ly at the LAGBAC booth, in sup-
port of equal marriage rights. 

Asian, API women 
issue reproductive 
report
  The Chicago chapter of the National Asian 
Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF) 
celebrated the publication of its new report, 
What Do We Want? When Do We Want It? A Re-
productive Justice Needs Assessment of Asian 
& Pacific Islander Women & Girls in Chicago, 
Aug. 8 with an event to share the results.
   The goal of the project was to determine the 

needs and priorities of Chicago’s Asian and 
Pacific Islander (API) women and girls as well 
as to explore the language of reproductive 
justice. More than 125 people participated 
in the nine-month project—with 30 percent 
identifying as lesbian, bisexual, queer and/or 
questioning.
 Visit www.napawf.org to find out more 
about the NAPAWF-Chicago Reproductive Jus-
tice Project; email chicagochapter@napawf.
org to receive an electronic copy of the re-
port. Photos courtesy of NAPAWF’s Chicago 
chapter

State Rep. Sara Feigenholtz (center) at Market Days. 
Photo courtesy of Feigenholtz’s office

http://www.dsotile.com
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Thursday, Sept. 13
Beth Richie 

Arrested Justice: Black 
Women, Violence, and 

America’s Prison Nation

Saturday, Sept. 15
Sappho’s Salon, 

featuring local indie 
rock musician Diva Kai 
and author Sarah Terez

Rosenblum

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

SOLDIER FIELD
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AIDSRUNWALK.ORG
REGISTER TODAY!

His dream job would be as a travel writer so he could continue exploring new places and meeting new 
people.
 After all, Michael Kosko has already had his passport stamped in Poland, Spain, Italy, South Africa 
and elsewhere. 
 And someday he’d like to go back to school, to further his education, and then settle down in 
Spain—where he studied and lived for a year while in college in 2004-2005.
 Kosko, who is fluent in Spanish, said his dream travel destination is Asia.
 “The best part of my job [is], I like the hours as I am more of night owl,” Kosko said. “It’s also great 
meeting new people every night, plus, I really like experimenting with new drinks and learning more 
about mixology from our partners at Angel’s Share Mixology.”
 Kosko, who moved to Chicago five years ago, said he has a new favorite work story almost every 
weekend. “I can’t think of one that is appropriate to put in print though,” he said, laughing.
 “Part of what I love about my job is that I get to throw a party with my friends [and] co-workers 
every night and watch our customers enjoy the production. The most difficult part of the job is the 
long hours.” Thus, connecting with friends who live a traditional nine-to-five gig can be challenging, 
he said.

GAYin the
LIFE

Michael Kosko
TExT BY ROSS FORMAN

PHOTOS BY FORMAN AND ANTHONY MEADE

Age
27

Relationship status
Dating. “We met at Scarlet.” 

Job title
Bartender, party and events 
coordinator at Scarlet and Taverna 
750

Hobbies
Exploring different neighborhoods, 
checking out new bars and 
restaurants, swimming, weight lifting, 
reading.

Favorite movie
Anything by Pedro Almodovar

Little-known fact
Studied anthropology at the 
University of Michigan, specifically, 
identifying human bones.

http://www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.

WINDY CITY
TIMESViEWPoints

Gay Ugandans:
Loud and proud
About 10 years ago, when I first came out to my 
guardian and, later, to my closest colleagues at 
the Daily Monitor newspaper in Uganda, I was 
nothing short of terrified of losing both fam-
ily and friends. As I had anticipated, declaring 
my love for fellow women got me my own share 
of homelessness, verbal abuse and alienation—
even from people I trusted the most. Aban-
doned as a teenager and forced into maturity 
at a tender age, I always believed in the trans-
formative power of truth, because the truth, as 
they say, sets us free. My “coming-out” story as 
a Pentecostal-raised Ugandan lesbian woman is 
no different from the story of the activists who 
marched at the first-ever LGBT Pride parade in 
Uganda Aug. 4.
 When I learned that my colleagues were orga-
nizing Pride, I was more concerned about what 
Pride means to us as Africans than replicating 
what we have witnessed at Pride parades else-
where. When I saw my colleagues marching on 
a muddy road, some walking barefoot with the 
national flag held high, not only was I reminded 
of our Africanness, but I felt close to home. And 
then I thought of our fallen comrade David Kato, 
who has constantly been on my mind since I saw 
the film Call Me Kuchu, and whose life was cut 
short before we could experience this moment. I 
got teary.
 I believe the concept of Pride anywhere it is 
celebrated is not just a moment; it is a precursor 
for change. I believe that like the 1966 March on 
Washington in the United States, which sparked 

a revolution that sent ripples of change as far 
as Africa, what happened in Uganda a few days 
ago will change the politics of local organizing 
among LGBT movements in Africa.
 At the International Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission (IGLHRC), I research how 
African LGBT movements organize, and how in-
ternational NGOs such as IGLHRC can support 
their work. In every country there’s a unique 
strategy for organizing that is directly related 
to how each movement started. In Uganda orga-
nizing an LGBT movement was partly prompted 
by President Yoweri Museveni’s denial that there 
were any LGBT people in Uganda.
 On a recent visit home, I made a statement I 
knew wasn’t going to get me too many friends, 
even among fellow activists. I said our struggle 
must move away from the victimization narra-
tive and begin to focus on positive stories. It 
doesn’t help us when foreign journalists, blog-
gers and allies present our struggle as “desper-
ate” and come to Uganda simply to write about 
what is wrong with our country while ignoring 
our success stories. While the “desperate” nar-
rative puts us in the international spotlight and 
does hold our leaders accountable, it also pits us 
against our fellow nationals. A balance of both 
narratives will bring the change we all need. I 
have been involved with LGBT community orga-
nizing in Uganda long enough to observe how 
far we have come and what we have managed to 
achieve amidst very difficult circumstances.
 For instance, there was a time when Ugan-
dan LGBT activist and Sexual Minorities Uganda 
(SMUG) founder Victor Mukasa was the lone vis-
ible face of our struggle. It is because activists 
like Mukasa tirelessly knocked on the doors of 
consular offices—even if those doors sometimes 
didn’t open—that U.S. and other world leaders 
care about LGBT people outside their borders. 
Today, world leaders like Ban Ki-moon and Hill-
ary Clinton listen and are committed to taking 
action.
 On balancing both the negative and positive, 
it is important that we acknowledge that the 
first Uganda Pride was a success and at the same 

time condemn state-sponsored harassment of 
LGBT activists. Three transgender women and 
professional dancers, while running away from 
the scene after police raided the event, were 
handcuffed, arrested, and harassed. One trans-
gender woman, Beyonde, was reportedly beaten 
by a policeman for resisting arrest.
 It has become a trend for Ugandan police to 
arrest, harass, humiliate and, in some cases, 
shoot at unarmed civilians. Two months ago, 
a video of an armed and uniformed policeman 
half-undressing and squeezing the breast of a 
prominent female politician was making the 
rounds on the Internet. Police anywhere in the 
world are mandated to enforce the law, not to 
break it. In my country they are breaking it.
 State security officials have unlawfully raided 
three LGBT gatherings in the past six months. 
While the Anti-Homosexuality Bill is still being 
debated for passage, it should be made clear 
that it is still proposed legislation. Enforcing a 
not-yet-passed bill as law is not only unlawful; 
it is a gross violation of human rights.
 Similarly, the growing trend of labeling any 
gathering of LGBT people a “gay wedding” is an 
affront to human rights and a red herring in-
formed by utter ignorance and speculative fear 
of the unknown. While religious fundamentalists 
in the West are now clutching at straws as laws 
against same-sex marriage are repealed, they are 
exporting their homophobic values to Africa. We 
have learned enough from Christian missionar-
ies, such as Holocaust revisionist Scott Lively, to 
know that when Western conservative narratives 
are exported to Africa, African politicians see 
an opportunity to further criminalize same-sex 
persons. As we proudly and loudly showed up at 
the Beach Pride parade last week at the Botani-
cal Gardens in Entebbe, we were simply demand-
ing our right to peaceful assembly, expression, 
and association—the same rights enjoyed by all 
other Ugandan citizens.
 Val Kalende is a fellow at the International 
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission 
and a doctoral student at the University of 
British Columbia.

LEttErs
Pride in action

Dear Editor, 

More than a hundred people attended the 7th 
Annual Latino/a LGBTQ Pride Picnic in Humboldt 
Park Aug. 4. Orgullo en Accion truly lived up to 
its name—which, in English, means “Pride in 
Action”—by once again sponsoring the popular 
event that includes outstanding main stage per-
formances, community art projects, grilling and 
family activities. 
 Due to the extreme weather, which also forced 
the evacuation of the much larger Lollapalooza, 
the picnic ended prematurely. Orgullo en Accion’s 
rapid response to the severe weather warnings 
is credited with ensuring the safety of all those 
in attendance as they moved quickly to safely 
evacuate everyone.
 Orgullo en Accion, Inc., extends its heartfelt 
appreciation to the all the performers, planners 
and volunteers. It also thanks Broadway Youth 
Center, Chicago Childcare Collective, La Casa 
Norte, UCAN, Vida/Sida, Ana Castillo, Monique 
Lara, Ald. Tom Tunney’s office, Howard Brown, 
Lambda Legal and Test Positive Aware Network. 
They have continued to believe in the core of 
Latino/a LGBTQ Pride Picnic; their dynamic ef-
fects have made this event a true reality for our 
community members. 
 In the next year, Orgullo en Accion, Inc., board 
will focus on a collective strategic plan to in-
clude more community events and work with the 

Latino/a Pride Planning Committee to enhance, 
develop and host the 8th Latino/a LGBTQ Pride 
picnic in Humboldt Park.
 Orgullo en Acción is a group of Latino/a LGBTQ 
community members united in working for social 
and political change. Its goals are to promote 
education, provide leadership development and 
to increase Latino/a LGBTQ awareness within 
communities. 
 In the past seven years, Orgullo en Accion, 
Inc. has worked in collaboration with commu-
nity members, organizations and volunteers in 
a grassroots collective to honor the intent of 
Latina/o LGBTQ Pride. The picnic has been orga-
nized to provide a space in which intergenera-
tional Latino/a LGBTQ community members and 
allies join in solidarity to honor diversity and 
culture as well as celebrate their identities with 
no boundaries while surrounded by love, unity, 
families and community members.
 For more information, contact Dulce Quintero 
at 773-443-3471 or orgulloenaccion@gmail.
com.

With great appreciation, 
Orgullo en Accion board 
and Latino/a LGBTQ Pride 
Picnic organizers

I’m coming out

Dear Editor, 

The Rainbow Sash Movement, a Catholic organi-
zation, is calling on gay individuals in the Col-
lege of Cardinals and Archbishops to come out 
of the clerical closet Oct. 4, the feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
 In the words of St. Francis, “We have been 
called to heal wounds, to unite what has fallen 
apart, and to bring home those who have lost 
their way.” What better way to do this than by 
calling for integrity among the highest levels of 
our Catholic leadership.
 It is time to stop the rumor mills from those 
bishops who occupy leadership positions from 
Washington, D.C., to Atlanta to San Francisco 
and Chicago in the hopes of stopping the hate 
directed at the national LGBT community. We 
have chosen Oct. 4 because it is the installation 
of the new Archbishop-elect of San Francisco, 
Bishop Cordileone. We feel it is time to let the 
truth set bishops free by freely coming out and 
self-identifying as gay.
 It is time that our Catholic bishops face their 
fear of the word “gay” and embrace it.

Bill O’Connor
Rainbow Sash Movement

VaL
kaLEnDE
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BY SCOTT C. MORGAN
 
LONDON—With so many nations converging on 
London for the 2012 Summer Olympic and Para-
lympic Games, it’s only natural that influential 
artistic powers in Great Britain would want to 
celebrate and promote one of England’s greatest 
global cultural exports: William Shakespeare. 
 Several Shakespeare productions have been 
part of the 12-week nationwide London 2012 
Festival (aka the Cultural Olympiad, now through 
Sept. 9) and many are also jointly part of the 
World Shakespeare Festival 2012, which is most-
ly produced by the Royal Shakespeare Company 
(RSC) and runs through October. 
 The World Shakespeare Festival’s Globe to 
Globe festival has already come and gone, run-
ning April 21-June 9. It featured all of Shake-
speare’s plays performed in different languages 
by international companies at the reconstructed 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London. (Chica-
go Shakespeare Theater was the only American 
troupe featured, with its contribution of the Q 
Brothers’ Othello: The Remix performed in “Hip 
Hop English.”)  
 During a recent trip to London, I was able to 
catch two prominent World Shakespeare Festi-
val 2012 productions: Julius Caesar and Timon 
of Athens (which is set to be screened locally 
in Chicago-area movie theaters sometime in 
November or December as part of the NT Live 
series). 
 Although officially based in Shakespeare’s 
hometown of Stratford-upon-Avon, the RSC fre-
quently presents limited seasons in London’s 
West End. So as part of the World Shakespeare 

Festival, the RSC is currently represented at Lon-
don’s Noel Coward Theatre with an updated Af-
rican take on Julius Caesar (now through Sept. 
15) and the romantic comedy Much Ado About 
Nothing reset in India (this Stratford-Upon-
Avon production transfers for a London run from 
Sept. 22-Oct. 27).
 Now I’ve always found it odd that a dry, po-
litically probing play like Julius Caesar is almost 
inevitably foisted on the curriculum for high 
school English classes. I guess educators feel 
they can save time by cramming in multiple top-
ics like Shakespearean tragedy, Roman history, 
rhetoric and civic duty all in one go. 
 But when you have high school students man-
gling the Tudor English and iambic pentameter 
of Julius Caesar as they read it aloud in class, 
it’s often a recipe for turning kids off to Shake-
speare. Too bad that most high school students’ 
first exposure to Julius Caesar isn’t nearly as 
entertaining as the RSC’s current production, 
which is directed by Gregory Doran, the com-
pany’s artistic director designate and husband 
to actor Antony Sher. 
 Working with an all-British cast of Black ac-
tors, Doran resets Julius Caesar in a post-colo-
nial African country where a political assassi-
nation leads to a bloody civil war. In light of 
the Arab Spring and the rise and fall of many 
an African dictatorship, this Julius Caesar feels 
startlingly current and up-to-date (complete 
with the inevitable golden leader statue that 
gets pulled down in designer Michael Vale’s 
crumbling concrete-like set). 
 The cast is strong all around, with Paterson 
Joseph offering a complex portrait of the citi-

zen-turned-conspirator Brutus whose opinion of 
Caesar gets turned around by the grudge-filled 
Caius Cassius of Cyril Nri. Ray Fearon offers a 
muscular and forceful performance as Mark An-
thony (believably orating to the crowd at Cae-
sar’s funeral), while Jeffrey Kissoon makes for a 
particularly pompous Julius Caesar.
 Rather than a hindrance, the added African 
dialects (overseen by dialect coach Penny Dyer) 
bring a sparkling sing-song sheen to Shake-
speare’s classic text and prod the audience sit 
up and take notice. Doran also punctuates the 
production with a fine African musical band that 
gives extra rhythmic color and beat to the pro-
ceedings. 
 While an exact city or country isn’t specified 
in the RSC’s Julius Caesar, the setting of the 
National Theatre’s Timon of Athens can be spe-
cifically pegged as modern-day London. And why 
not? Out National Theatre artistic director Nich-
olas Hytner has found an ingenious way to work 

in multiple events from the city’s recent history 
in this Shakespearean text, including the global 
economic meltdown, the Occupy Movement tent 
city outside St. Paul’s Cathedral and even the 
English riots of 2011.  
 Clearly the tale of the generous spendthrift 
Timon who places false hope in his friends to 
help bail him out of his many debts fits with 
this time of economic recession. (Which prob-
ably also explains Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s 
staging of Timon of Athens by Barbara Gaines 
starring Ian McDiarmid earlier this year.)  
 Now it must be said that Timon of Athens is 
not one of Shakespeare’s best plays. (In fact, 
many scholars agree that the play isn’t com-
pletely by Shakespeare, but a collaboration with 
playwright Thomas Middleton.) The play’s plot 
and tone shift schizophrenically, with Timon dy-
ing a hateful misanthrope despite the very un-
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THEATER REVIEW

The All-American 
Genderfuck 
Cabaret
Playwright: Mariah MacCarthy
At: Pride Films and Plays at 
Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. Clark St.
Tickets: 1-800-838-3006; 
www.brownpapertickets.com; $20
Runs through: Sept. 7

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE
 
What is a “genderfuck?” According to Taylor, 
our androgynous guide, any time you behave in 
a manner not adhering to our culture’s binary 
male-female proscriptions—if you’re a girl and 
you like the Three Stooges, for example, or a boy 
who grooves on My Little Pony—well, folks, you 
might be genderfucking. This is a good thing, 
declares our ambisexual emcee, since “Life isn’t 
black and white! It’s technicolor!”
 Illustrating this principle is a parable track-
ing the progress of eight young bar-buddies of 
diverse temperament. At one extreme is Kate, 
who loves her mom (but not her dad) and wears 
a “Fuck Men” T-shirt. At the other is Dick—not 
“Rich” or “Rick”—who brags about his priapic 
prowess to his unimpressed sidekick, Adrian. 
Elsewhere on the spectrum are round-heeled 
Gwen and her devoted beau Benji, Cosmo girl 
Allegra, celibate athlete Devon and effeminate 
hairdresser DJ. What they have in common is 
that they are living lies—not only deceptions 
based in overt denial, but the equally self-re-
strictive kind based in fear of the unknown.
 It’s not easy to get in touch with your true 
feelings and desires, but over a series of scenes 
that the mischievous Taylor orchestrates, each 
of our hesitant pilgrims breaches the bound-
aries of his or her comfort zones—sometimes 
willingly, sometimes under duress—to emerge 
bruised and shaken, but wiser for having tried 
what they once knocked. Allegra discards cos-
metics and diets, Gwen pursues a literary career, 
Devon and DJ find accord in their shared affinity 
for martial arts and—after suffering the he-man 
humiliation of having his ass kicked by an angry 
queer—Dick comes to accept Adrian as a friend, 
not just a fellow predator. 
 This doesn’t mean that everything ends all 
cuddly-smoochie (the Noah’s Ark paradigm is 

ripe for genderfucking, too), nor does author 
Mariah MacCarthy advocate simply swapping 
one stereotype for another. Kate may try on a 
dress but she doesn’t instantly turn Lady Gaga, 
any more than Dick and Adrian suddenly go 
Brokeback Mountain on us. If this raises the IQ 
level of this Pride Plays and Films production 
above what the typical weekend crowd at Mary’s 
Attic anticipates, the show’s early curtain and 
brisk 80-minute running time should appeal to 
playgoers not yet sodden on RumChata fizzes, 
but nevertheless appreciative of an attractive 
ensemble getting physical—and smarter—in a 
sweetly wholesome way.  

THEATER REVIEW

We’re All in 
This Room 
Together
Playwright: The cast
At: The Second City e.t.c., 1
608 N. Wells St. (use North Avenue entrance)
Tickets: 1-312-337-3992; 
www.SecondCity.com; $23-$28
Runs through: open run

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL
 
If Saturday Night Live raids Chicago for talent, 
as it has several times, it need look no further 
than the cast of We’re All in This Room Together. 
As astutely directed by Ryan Bernier in his e.t.c. 
debut, the three young men and three young 
women mesh together as a fine comedy ensem-
ble, willing to share with each other, yet each 
with a distinct personality. Their talent makes 
this a laugh-out-loud show, for there’s nothing 
especially clever about the material itself or the 
format. 
 Revues at The Second City are developed 
through improvisation in front of an audience, 
with the best bits written down and polished 
to create a script. This particular revue mixes 
sketches, blackouts (one-line jokes) and songs 
in a tried-and-true formula, rather than employ-
ing the more challenging long-form improvisa-
tion in which The Second City occasionally in-
dulges.
 Even if not “especially clever,” the show is 
clever enough with two dozen scenes, songs 
and blackouts canvassing targets such as dat-
ing, the club scene, class reunions, alcohol-

fueled pick-ups, parenting and politics. There 
are several audience-interactive opportunities 
which the cast handles with taste and aplomb, 
chief among these being an excellent gay wed-
ding scene ending with the reminder that “times 
change but love stays the same.” Indeed, if the 
show has a theme at all, it’s the idea of plus 
ca change, plus c’est la meme chose (the more 
things change, the more they stay the same), 
with a half-dozen scenes exploring retro mate-
rial (1980s club scene) or aging/looking back. 
Anyone 10 or more years out of high school will 
relate to the class reunion scene.
 Other bull’s-eyes include a brilliant jab at 
Wrigleyville (“a mecca for people who don’t give 
a shit”), a song for the three women (“So Hard 
to be a Lady Nowadays”) and a genuinely sa-
tirical jab at what passes for TV news, certainly 
the show’s most savage bit (and too true to be 
good).
 In a cast of equals, one notes Michael Lerner’s 
Jim Carrey-like vocal exaggerations, lanky Mike 
Kosinski’s skillful and rubbery physical comedy, 
lithe Tawny Newsome’s tap dance (which I think 
is a first for The Second City), Aidy Bryant’s 
knowing looks and interactive skills, Dana Quer-
cioli’s all-around versatility and Chris Witaske’s 
good-looking guy who’s really a perv. Musical 
director Jesse Case definitely is the seventh cast 
member as he propels this revue with skillful 
backing and editing, and with original music. 
The show has been running for several months, 
so the cast is fast, loose and riffing with each 
other, to the obvious enjoyment of themselves 
and the audience.
 Finally, Sarah Ross’s nifty little set provides 
some New Orleans-style wrought-iron and a 
raised platform at one side, both of which are 
different flourishes for The Second City.

The All-American Genderfuck Cabaret. Photo from David Zak

CRITICS’ PICKS

 The Great American Trailer Park Musi-
cal, Kokandy Productions at Theater Wit, 
through Aug. 26. If you’re looking for a 
prime opportunity to laugh at Southern 
white-trash stereotypes, this show is for 
you. However, the Chicago premiere of this 
2005 off-Broadway musical is more notable 
for its great performances rather than the 
so-so script and score. SCM
 A Steady Rain, Chicago Commercial Col-
lective at Chicago Dramatists, through Sept. 
2. Keith Huff’s tight gritty cop-gone-wrong 
drama reaped considerable gains from its 
foray into the big time following its sellout 
Chicago premiere, but now it’s back in the 
look-em-in-the-eyes-and-smell-the-sweat 
bunker where it all began. MSB
  Three Sisters, Steppenwolf Theatre, 
through Aug. 26. Despite a few reserva-
tions, I find this production is handsome 
and heartfelt in a vigorous, clear new Eng-
lish version by Tracy Letts. A fine cast and 
director Anna D. Shapiro dispel the notion 
that “nothing happens” in Chekhov. JA
 The Vortex, Dead Writers Theatre Collec-
tive at Greenhouse Theater Center, through 
Aug. 26. The melodramatic conclusion may 
not be as shocking as it was in 1924, but 
the folks of Dead Writers Theatre Collective  
create a ravishing production of gay play-
wright Noel Coward’s first smash hit. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge 
and Morgan

MUSICAL REVIEW

East of the Sun... 
Playwright: Lydia Gordon
At: The BoHo Theatre, 
7016 N. Glenwood Ave.
Tickets: www.BrownPaperTickets.com; $25
Runs through: Sept. 9

BY JERRY NUNN
 
The Coriolis Theater Company brings its first 
production up north to the Heartland Studio. 
The small black-box theater is a good match 
for this endeavor that’s been more than two 
years in the making. The production features 
a young fresh-faced cast, with several mem-
bers arriving straight out of school or with 
only a few shows under their collective belts.
 Three fairies start the first act perhaps in-
spired by the trio in Disney’s Sleeping Beauty, 
as they’re all adorned in a brightly colored 
dresses. They set up the scene with a young 
man named Asbjorn, who escapes his ar-
ranged marriage, getting mixed up in the pro-
cess with an evil queen who turns him into a 
bear. The talking bear sets out to prove that a 
girl named Freja will fall in love with him no 
matter what his form—similar to the age-old 
princess-and-the-frog story. 
 Freja and the bear don’t work out in time, 
thanks to her bungling, and Asbjorn goes 
back to the arranged marriage of the evil 
queen’s daughter. Freja embarks on a journey 
to find Asbjorn and break the spell before the 
wedding happens. She heads to the queen’s 
castle, which is “east of the sun, west of the 
moon”—get it?
 Bean bags and white curtains provide the 
furniture, and there were strings on the back 
wall that the fairies fiddle with, for some odd 
reason. The talk’s sing-song pattern tries to 
keep the plot moving, with certain phrases 
such as “there’s a bear at my door” being re-
peated. It is a style choice and doesn’t work 
in some scenes. One more verse of “whither 
the wind shall blow” and I was going to be 
gone With the wind! 

 I applaud having original music, but there 
were notes that were cringe-inducing and dif-
ficult for the performers to tackle right out of 
the starting gate. Travis Austin Wright (Asb-
jorn) has a nice moment while Freja sleeps, 
singing the line “you and the starlight.” 
 Sometimes the show shifts into children’s 
theater and then back to serious moments, 
such as an encounter with an alcoholic abu-

sive father. There is no LGBT content and it 
would have been a nice touch to have the 
evil queen played by a drag queen. The role 
needed to be more campy after so much dron-
ing on of the tunes to lighten the mood. 
 There were a few other missed opportuni-
ties at humor but this is the company’s first 
production, leaving many kinks to work out. 
With a talented cast like this, it will be nice 
to see what else they can do in the future. 
Unfortunately East of the Sun, West of the 
Moon goes south pretty quickly.

East of the Sun... Photo by Rachel Elizabeth 
Photography
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THEATER REVIEW

RenFaire: 
A Fistful of Ducats
Playwright: Matt Engle 
At: Factory Theater at Prop
 Thtr, 3502 N. Elston Ave.
Tickets: 866-811-4111; 
www.thefactorytheater.com; $20
Runs through: Sept. 2 

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE
 
On one side, we have a Renaissance Faire—its 
mission, to provide citizens stressed by modern 
life an escape to the magic of a mythic king-
dom where gallantry and courtesy reign. On the 
other, we have a Wild West show celebrating the 
racism, sexism, hypocrisy, violence, inhumanity 
and testosterone-fueled manifest destiny that 
made our country what it is today. This is how 
Matt Engle’s slapstick comedy draws the lines, 
anyway. 
 His plot is likewise simplistic: Bill Pickens, 
jingoistic promoter of cowboy culture, wants to 
open a water-park on land currently occupied by 
hippie-ish Dave Wheeling’s ersatz-Avalon with 
its Eurocentric (!) ambience. Pickens and his 
henchmen—a collection of horse-opera stock 
types—conspire to seize the property teetering 
on the brink of foreclosure. Before these villains 
get their comeuppance, however, we are intro-
duced to cavalier Hero (that’s his NAME—hon-
est!) and his newly-hired co-star, Andy. Their 

allies include a pair of motley-clad clowns who 
recite film dialogue in period verse (“Raging 
Bull” is their favorite), a lecherous King Hen-
ry VIII, and assorted musicians and vending 
wenches, one of whom moonlights as the Faire’s 
Apothecary-Feelgood.   
 This live-action cartoon serves up the obliga-
tory slapstick shenanigans, bawdy jests, intri-
cate swordplay, secret lovers, saloon brawls, and 
Broadway-styled song-and-dance numbers. We 
are also rendered privy to orations in hairy-gee-
zer gibberish (think Gabby Hayes) and sly asides 
by a Polish-immigrant Miss Kitty, with additional 
running gags supplied by, among other quirks, 
Hero’s propensity for accidentally injuring his 
fight-partners, and a double-agent defector who 
switches from a faux English accent to an equal-
ly faux Texas drawl as his allegiances shift. 
 The 80 minutes required for this Factory The-
atre revival to reach its conclusion is utilized 
more efficiently than in its premiere in 2007. The 
swiftly-paced action now permits the occasional 
quiet moment, allowing us to savor the artistry 
necessary to keep this kind of madcap mayhem 
from spilling out of control. Nowhere is this 
more evident than in the final showdown, trig-
gered by a blades vs. bullets duel, then quickly 
escalating to a full-cast melée in which fantasy 
champions of all lineages—Klingons, Harry Pot-
ter, Penguins—join in the fracas, rallied by the 
martial music of RenFaire-muse Jethro Tull. See 
if this doesn’t have you cheering, whether with 
a “huzzah” or a “hyee-haw” (or wondering what 
they put in the mead, at least).
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Expect to hear plenty of iconic song 
favorites popularized by the likes 
of gay icons (who really don’t need 
last names) like Judy, Liza, Barbra 
and more when Dominic’s Big Gay 
Cabaret Presents Don’t Rain on My 
Parade at Stage 773. In addition to 
the singularly named title host and 
performer, also expect to enjoy the 
talents of accompanist Matthew El-
lenwood with special guests Mark By-
rne, Bart Goldberg, Stewart Roi and 
Lewis Warrick. Dominic’s Big Gay Cab-
aret Presents Don’t Rain on My Parade 
plays at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25, 
at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave. 
Tickets are $10; call 773-327-5252 or 
visit www.stage773.org for more in-
formation. Photo courtesy of Dominic 
and Stage 773.

SPOTLIGHT

WINDY CITY TIMES

RenFaire: A Fistful of Ducats. Photo by Paul Metreyeon

likely discovery of a massive stash of gold in 
the second half. 
 But despite the dramaturgical deficiencies 
of the play, Hytner and his cast and crew of 
the National’s Timon of Athens show time and 
time again how the work is chillingly relevant 
to today. As Timon’s servants are repeatedly 
turned away by his former friends in business 
and government when asking for help, it’s 
interesting to note how the audience groans 
when they hear excuses that we’ve all heard 
before from banks and other businesses that 
are unwilling to loan money.
 Hytner offers up a massive production with 
a large cast led by out actor Simon Russell 
Beale (whom many critics acclaim as Britain’s 
greatest living stage actor) powerfully tak-
ing on the title role. Other standouts include 
Hilton McRae as the bitter philosopher Ape-
mantus, Deborah Findlay as Timon’s gender-
switched loyal steward Flavia and the greedy 
artistic twosome of Nick Sampson as a Poet 
and Penny Layden as a Painter. Although 
Timon of Athens may not fully satisfy over-
all as a drama, it contains many components 
that feel both timeless and hot-off-the-press 

in terms of the way we live today. 
 These two modernized and updated pro-
ductions incisively showed why Shakespeare 
has been embraced time and time again as a 
playwright for all nations and all times. So in 
this celebratory year of the London Olympics 
of 2012, it’s right to recall the fitting epitaph 
coined by Shakespeare’s contemporary (and 
often rival) Ben Johnson about Britain’s be-
loved Bard: “He was not of an age, but for all 
time.”
 The Royal Shakespeare Company’s produc-
tion of Julius Caesar continues through Sept. 
15 at the Noel Coward Theatre in London be-
fore heading out on tour of select UK cities 
through October. For more information, visit 
www.rsc.org.uk or www.worldshakespearefes-
tival.org.uk.
 Timon of Athens continues in repertory at 
the Olivier Theatre at the National Theatre of 
Great Britain through Nov. 1. The production 
is subsequently set to be screened in mov-
ie theaters throughout the world. For more 
information on the production, visit www.
nationaltheatre.org.uk or www.worldshake-
spearefestival.org.uk. To find out more about 
the NT Live movie-theater screening, visit 
www.fathomevents.com.

LONDON from page 15

‘Steamwerkz the
Musical’ through 
Aug. 31
 The Annoyance Theatre, 4830 N. Broadway, 
will presents Steamwerkz the Musical Fridays 
through Aug. 31 at 10 p.m.
 The comedy-musical is about “a wide-eyed 
gay boy [who] comes to Chicago looking for 
love in all the wrong places when he stumbles 
on a popular bathhouse Steamwerkz,” accord-
ing to a press release.
 Tickets are $15-$20; visit www.theannoy-
ance.com or call 773-561-HONK (4665).

Debbie Reynolds at
Drury Sept. 17-18
 Hollywood entertainer Debbie Reynolds will 
perform in a limited engagement at Drury 
Lane Theatre, 100 Drury Lane, Oakbrook Ter-

race, on Monday, Sept. 17, at 1:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 1:30 p.m.
 Tickets are $55 for each performance. Lunch 
and dinner packages are $70-74. For reserva-
tions, call the Drury Lane Box office at 630-
530-0111 or call TicketMaster at 312-559-
1212, or visit www.ticketmaster.com or www.
drurylaneoakbrook.com.

Joffrey seeks 
choreographers 
of color for award
 The Joffrey Academy of Dance—the official 
school of The Joffrey Ballet—has announced 
a national call for artists to submit applica-
tions for the Joffrey’s Third Annual Choreog-
raphers of Color Award.
 The deadline for application is Sept. 1; win-
ners will be notified by Oct. 1. Three selected 
choreographers will be given a minimum of 
30 rehearsal hours to set their pieces with 
the Joffrey Academy trainees. Each winning 
choreographer will also receive a $2,500 
stipend and an opportunity to work directly 
with Joffrey Academy artistic directors Alexei 

Kremnev and Anna Reznik.
 To apply, interested choreographers must 
submit the following by mail or email to 
choreographersofcolor@joffrey.org: a DVD or 
YouTube link with an excerpt of their chore-
ography (maximum: five minutes) and a brief 
written description; a letter of intent describ-
ing their interest in the competition and the 
kind of work they will create; a headshot and 
curriculum vitae with three references; and, a 
general application, which can be found on-
line at www.joffrey.org/cofc. There is no sub-
mission fee. 
 Materials can also be mailed to The Joffrey 
Ballet, Attn: Choreographers of Color Compe-
tition Selection Committee, 10 E. Randolph 
St., Chicago, Ill., 60601.

Debbie
Reynolds.
PR photo



BY JERRY NUNN

Actor and writer Michael McMillian has become 
the latest gay vampire in town on the HBO hit 
True Blood. Playing the character Steve Newlin 
has taken McMillian on an interesting journey—
from a conservative marriage with a woman to 
being in lust with Jason Stackhouse (played by 
Ryan Kwanten). 
 McMillian’s career has taken him from the tele-
vision show What I Like About You to recently 
guesting on Hot in Cleveland. He is also an ac-
complished writer, not only creating the comic 
book miniseries Lucid but co-writing the True 
Blood comic. 
 Windy City Times: Good morning, Michael. 
[Dog barks.]
 Michael McMillian: Hi, sorry my dogs are su-
per-wound-up. 
 WCT: I can tell. What kind of dogs do you 
have?
 MM: I have an English bulldog and a terrier 
mix. They are like that old Looney Tunes cartoon 
where there was a little dog and a big dog walk-
ing down the street. The little one always ask 
“Where are we going, boss?” That is kind of what 
I have in my home. 
 WCT: Are you calling from California?
 MM: I am in LA, but I grew up in Kansas City 
in the suburbs. 
 WCT: So a new life in LA?
 MM: Yep, I have been out here about 10 years. 
So I am used to it but it is very different than 
where I came from. 
 WCT: I read that you grew up writing and 
were in theater.
 MM: When I was a kid I was really into comic 
books and drawing. I thought I might grow up 
and become an animator. I wanted to work for 
Disney when I was kid. I started doing com-
munity theater when I was in the fifth grade. I 
got into acting and loved it. I left my school to 
attend Interlochen Arts Academy up in Michi-
gan when I was a junior in high school. I really 
started studying theater seriously there. I went 
to college at Carnegie Mellon in Pittsburgh be-
fore heading out to L.A. 
 WCT: I loved reading comics, and still have 
a huge collection. 
 MM: Really? Are you a Marvel fan?
 WCT: Definitely. My dad collected them as a 
kid and passed them down to me.
 MM: That’s awesome. My mom’s cousin had all 
of the original Marvel comics like [the first is-
sues of] X-Men and Fantastic Four—and my aunt 
Helen threw them away when we went to col-
lege! 
 WCT: My grandmother threw some out to 
make room for towels. Nobody saved them, 
so that is why they are worth so much money 
now. 
 MM: Heartbreaking! 
 WCT: You wrote your own comic, though?
 MM: Yes, a comic called Lucid that was pro-
duced by Zachary Quinto’s production called Be-
fore the Door and is published by Archaia Enter-

tainment. That collection came out last summer. 
It was a miniseries and has been optioned by 
Warner Brothers. It is being developed into a 
feature right now.
 WCT: That’s huge. 
 MM: It is pretty cool but these things take a 
long time and sometimes get lost in develop-
ment. From everything I hear it is moving for-
ward. It won’t move into a film until it is green 
lit and who knows when that could be. I think 
everyone is optimistic that it will happen even-
tually. 
 I have been writing for the True Blood comics 
on and off for the past few years. 
 WCT: Is your character in the comic?
 MM: Steve Newlin was in the first story arc 
that I did; it was called Tainted Love. It is col-
lected into a hard cover. He has not shown up 
in the new series but we are only three issues 
in. With the new comic book we are trying to 
focus on a few characters at a time just because 
it is easier to juggle. I think the comic book can 
highlight smaller portions of the mythology to 
support the show. I think with the series HBO 
wanted to get as many characters in at once and 
we found a way to do that with Tainted Love. 
Now I just want to focus on a few characters at 
a time. 
 The first story arc we are doing is called 
Where Were You and it flashes back to where 
Bill, Sookie, Eric and Alcide were at in their lives 
when vampires came out of the coffin. There is a 
present-day threat that unites the four of them 
and allows a framework for the flashbacks. 
 WCT: So if you are a fan of the show then 
you need to read the comics. 
 MM: I think so, yes. The role of the comic is 
to support the show and to tell stories that the 
show will probably not get to. 
 WCT: Do you have to get approval from the 
show?
 MM: Oh, yeah. Alan Ball approves all of our 
scripts and outlines. Now Mark Hudis is taking 
over for season six. I had to go back to the 
drawing board on issue five because he said they 
might cover some of the stuff we were getting in 
to in the next season.
 WCT: You have to be careful.
 MM: Yeah, but I think what we came up with is 
even stronger. It is sort of like writing with your 
hands tied a bit but it forces you to be creative. 
 WCT: You conveyed a lot of emotions in a 
small little opening scene this season.
 MM: Thanks. Most of that had to do with the 
scene that was written by Brian Buckner. He did 
such an excellent job. I had been dying to get 
back to Steve. I had created an inner life for him 
in season two that was not allowed to be on dis-
play. The wonderful thing about Steve returning 
is that he allows himself to reveal what is under 
this big personality facade. 
 I love as an actor playing the balancing act 
between seriousness and comedy. That is what I 
loved about that scene because it was so funny 
but he also coming from a genuine place. He 
is completely desperate but that doesn’t make 
what he is going through any less real. 
 WCT: I just imagine many gay people would 
use their vampire powers like that. 
 MM: Yeah, totally. [Both laugh.]
 WCT: Why did he want Jason to wear tape on 
his mouth?
 MM: Steve is not someone who has had a han-
dle on his emotions. He tends to overreact and 
overcompensate in everything that he does. He 
put the tape on Jason because he didn’t want 
him to be glamoured while he came out of the 
closet. He wanted a genuine response from Ja-
son. However, he didn’t want Jason interrupting 
because it was his moment. It was a big moment 

and he wanted to get it out, so to speak. 
 WCT: That makes sense now. 
 MM: It is not necessarily the right way to go 
about it but he is doing the best he can. 
 WCT: He’s making it work. I loved the line 
you said recently: “I am just so happy to be 
here.”
 MM: Another Brian Buckner script! That is re-
ally funny, too, because I felt like Brian wrote 
that line for me because I love working on the 
show.
 WCT: Are you similar to Steve?
 MM: Not really at all. Steve is a little less of 
a villain in season five but he can still do hor-
rible things. I guess I can relate to him on the 
level of not always being socially graceful and I 

have been in the situation where I have dealt 
with unrequited love, putting yourself out there 
and being rejected. Those are things we can all 
relate to. 
 Being out in LA, I get so frustrated to see 
what a long road this career really is. I feel like 
Steve is really trying to make something of him-
self in both of his lives. I think is a very human 
character. To me, he is a total fool and a clown 
character in the True Blood universe. If it were 
a vaudeville show, he would get the pie in the 
face! 
 If Eric and Bill are the sexy vampires then 
Steve is the vampire we actually would be. He is 
trying to find his place in the world and that I 
relate to 100 percent. 
 WCT: At least you are not the bitter vam-
pire, like Tara is these days. 
 MM: Right, but I think Tara’s transformation 
this season is the vampire in her killing off the 
bitterness. I think that is Pam’s role as a men-
tor—to make her not a victim and bitter.  
 WCT: You played a gay character in a movie 
a while back.
 MM: I did—Dorian Blues. It was the first mov-
ie I ever did. I was still in college at Carnegie-
Mellon. It was a great experience and a great 
film. I look back on that fondly. It was a great 
time in my life where I could branch out and 
shoot a movie. The director went to Carnegie 
in the ‘80s so he came back to cast out of our 
school. I wish more people had seen that movie. 
For anyone reading, this it is out on Netflix.
 WCT: You could have come to town for Wiz-
ard World [Comic Con]. 
 MM: I haven’t been to any of those conven-
tions but I want to go to C2E2. Chicago is very 
dear to my heart. I have a lot of friends and 
family there so I am usually in town once a year. 
 Follow Michael McMillan on Twitter @Mc-
Millzz and watch what happens in Louisiana 
vampire country with True Blood on HBO ev-
ery Sunday night; visit www.hbo.com. 
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Sparkle
When director Sam O’Steen’s backstage musical, 
Sparkle, appeared in 1976 it had a certain fresh-
ness going for it. Set in the 1950s, the movie 
borrowed liberally from the real-life story of the 
Motown superstars the Supremes and other girl 
groups from that era. Melodramatic and filled 
with archetypes rather than flesh-and-blood 
characters, the movie nevertheless was very en-
tertaining thanks to tremendous performances 
by Lonette McKee as the hotly talented bad girl 
Sister and Dorian Harewood as her physically 
abusive boyfriend. There were also memorable 
tunes penned by R&B wunderkind Curtis May-
field that the cast—which included Irene Cara 
as the sweet innocent of the title—belted. 
 But in the three decades since, the once-
fresh source material has become, thanks to the 
Broadway blockbuster Dreamgirls and its more 
recent musical movie incarnation, all too famil-
iar. So the decision to remake the film with just 
about the same approach (the only real change 
is that the time period moves up 10 years in 
the remake to 1968 and changes the locale from 
Harlem to Detroit) is a bit of a head-scratcher. 
(It certainly wasn’t a money decision because 
the original didn’t do much at the box office.) 
But whoever instigated director Salim Akil’s re-
make is to be commended if for no other reason 
than that it provides a breakout role for Carmen 
Ejogo as the talented but trouble-plagued Sis-
ter and a bittersweet coda for the late superstar 
Whitney Houston.
 As in the first round, the shy but determined 
Sparkle—who writes the songs and holds back 
her own singing ability in deference to her wild-
ly talented older sister—is the sweetly innocent 
but boring center of the movie. “I’m no Diana 
or Aretha,” she comments to her boyfriend/
manager at one point, and she’s right; however, 
as essayed by Jordin Sparks, a former American 
Idol winner making her screen debut in the part, 

she does have a certain presence and the vocal 
chops to make her A Star is Born moment near 
the film’s conclusion believable.
 This comes after all the familial pyrotechnics 
between Houston as the iron-willed, religious 
conservative mother and Sister, the wild old-
est daughter, have been pretty much resolved. 
Ejogo, an African American dead-ringer for Nata-
lie Wood, brings the role of Sister just as much 
sass and electricity as Lonette McKee did in the 
original. And she goes down just as quickly as 
she rises, thanks to her fatal attraction to the 
handsome Satin (Mike Epps), a successful stand-
up comic who lives large and surrounds himself 
with beautiful women and sycophants. 
 Dazzled by Sister’s beauty and talent, he nev-
ertheless can’t help grinding her down; soon 
he’s got her on drugs and making excuses to her 
siblings when she shows up at gigs bruised and 
beaten. A second sister, Delores (Tika Sumpter), 
rounds things out and has a role in the melo-
dramatic showdown between the three sisters 
and mean ol’ Satin. In between all the fireworks 
there are well-staged, well-sung numbers that 
capture the look and feel of the period. (The 
costume and art department expertly handle the 
onstage glamour mixed with the backstage taw-
dry, show biz mileau.)
 But it is Houston, as Emma, who really com-
mands the screen. The updated script by Mara 
Brock Akil imagines Emma as a woman who, like 
Sister before her, found herself becoming suc-
cessful in the music business until she, too, fell 
victim to its excesses. We are told in no uncer-
tain terms that Emma—who has single-handedly 
raised her three daughters—has spent the bulk 
of her adult life in conservative penance, suspi-
cious of the secular music world and only raising 
her own voice in song when in the church. To 
that end, Houston delivers a powerful version of 
the gospel standard “His Eye Is on the Sparrow,” 
which is the emotional height of the film. The 
ironies of the late Houston, with her famously 
troubled life, playing this part are endless, and 
they give the scenes between herself and her 
daughters even more resonance. 
 I love an old-fashioned, entertaining back-
stage showbiz story, and Sparkle offers plenty on 
that score. However, with the passing of Hous-
ton it also carries an extra charge—and there 
is, naturally enough, a melancholy undertone 
to the entire movie. Designed as a comeback to 
cinematic glory for Houston (who also execu-
tive-produced), Sparkle is instead a bittersweet 
requiem to the enormously talented singer and 
actress and a sad reminder of all those movies 
that will go unmade with her untimely passing.
 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. Readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.
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Hit & Run is actor/director Dax Shepard’s 
debut feature film with co-writer/director 
David Palmer, following Shepard’s success as 
Crosby Baverman in TV’s Parenthood. Despite 
his turn on Punk’d with Ashton Kutcher and 
his time playing opposite the hilarious Will 
Arnett in Let’s Go To Prison, the director’s 
brand of bro-humor is wanting of something, 
but strangely refreshing at the same time. 
Shepard and Palmer manage to whip out a 
cliche homophobic slur about prisons and, in 
the next moment, poke fun at how little some 
straight guys know about gay men and how 
much more aware their girlfriends are.
 Hit & Run was Shepard’s opportunity to 
give it all he’s got artistically and satisfy his 
need for speed—he races motorcycles. Shepa-
rd also stars as a reformed car thief named 
Charlie Bronson, who is under witness pro-
tection by federal agent Randy (Tom Arnold). 
Taking a big risk, Charlie makes a gut decision 
to leave the seclusion of his home in rural 
California to drive girlfriend Annie (played 
by Shepard’s real-life fiancee, Kristen Bell) to 
a job interview in Los Angeles. Annie then 
meets with the pot-smoking dean of social 
sciences, played by Sean Hayes (NBC’s “Will & 
Grace”).
 Bell (known for the TV shows Gossip Girl 
and Veronica Mars as well as the movie For-
getting Sarah Marshall) and Shepard are titu-
larly comic, but certainly not a duo bound to 
be a classic. Shepard’s irreverence as Charlie 
is, at times, more distasteful than clever or 
ironic. Charlie’s character seems to be pur-
posefully discriminating against every cul-
ture, creed, race and sexuality for the sake of 
annoying his girlfriend, who is a level-headed 
social studies teacher with the patience of a 
saint. 
 Kristin Chenoweth steals her singular scene 
as a community administrator giving Annie 
her superfluous preliminary interview for the 
teaching position in L.A. The Wicked star and 
beloved reoccurring guest on Glee easily re-
prises the tragicomic role of the snappy yet 
errant blond addict without the singing and 
dancing. It’s disappointing that her appear-
ance is so brief. 
 Perhaps because Shepard is so close to his 
script, it feels as if he’s laughing at himself. 
Few in the audience (with whom I shared the 
awkward pleasure of viewing this film) chuck-
led when Bradley Cooper, playing an angry 
white gangster, stuffs dog food in a Black 
man’s mouth and holds him to the ground 
with a gun to his head. I’m not sure Shepard 
or Palmer understand when the joke is off.
 Lesser-known actor Jess Rowland plays Gill, 
a bored gay state police officer. He amuses 
himself and his female partner by tracking 
down the few gay men in the California desert 
with a version of Grindr, a gay hook-up app 
for mobile phones. The romantic mismatching 
of Tom Arnold and the officer is ridiculous, 
but Shepard was clever to poke fun at how 
gays get together nowadays. Also featured 
is Beau Bridges as Shepard’s distant father 
who shares his passion for horsepower. Hot-
tie Ryan Hansen also plays Annie’s stalker ex-
boyfriend who chases the couple across the 
state in his convertible. 
 The many stylish slow-motion tailspins and 
car crashes are really just fluff, but the real 
heart of the film is the main couple’s palpable 
chemistry. They share a memorable scene 

filled with pillow talk that would make most 
couples blush if they knew who was listening. 

Bernie is a docudrama based on the Texas 
Monthly article by Skip Hollandsworth in 
1998 about a real-life crime committed in the 
small East Texas town of Carthage by an as-
sistant funeral home director named Bernie 
Tiede who just might have been gay. 
 The town sits on what was formerly one 
of the largest gas fields in the world. Jack 
Black portrays Bernie as a sympathetic model 
citizen who shot much older female admirer 
Margorie Nugent, played by Shirley MacLaine. 
Nugent is a sharp-toothed rich heiress, and 
her litigious family—as well as the whole 
town—despises her. 
 Margorie takes a special interest in Bernie 
once he becomes the talk of the town. Why 
would she befriend the town saint except to 
have him all to herself. Held captive by Mar-
gorie, Bernie loses his sanity in a very sud-
den moment told in docudrama fashion. The 
murder and the body are unseen. What we do 

see is the forensics team digging through the 
refrigerator where Margorie’s butchered body 
has been preserved for months. No one no-
ticed her absence except for Margorie’s stock-
broker. 
 Interviews with real Carthage residents who 
knew the real Bernie help to color the plot in 
ways a straight narrative approach to the ma-
terial could not. The one-on-one interviews 
Sheriff Danny Buck (re-enacted by Matthew 
McConaughey) seem to be the only interviews 
that were fictionalized. The rest of the towns-
people’s gossipy charm goes without saying. 
Many of the residents interviewed feel the real 
tragedy was that Bernie had to serve time for 
doing what many of them would have liked to 
do themselves. 
 Bernie is available on DVD and Blu-ray Aug. 
22 from major retailers. 

Film notes:
 —Michael Anthony, the director of For 
Billy—an anti-bullying documentary shot in 
Wheeling, Ill., and Chicago—will be signing 
copies of his companion book at Indian Trails 
Library, 355 S. Schoenbeck Rd., Wheeling, on 
Saturday, Aug. 25, at 1 p.m. Snippets of the 
film will be shown at the signing and there 
will be a live performance by the teens and 
parents of Wheeling High School, one of the 
locations where the film was shot. All net 
profits raised at the event will be donated 
to a battered women’s and children center in 
downtown Chicago. 
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BY JERRY NUNN

Jordin Sparks first came to public attention 
on the television show American Idol, winning 
the sixth season; she still remains the young-
est and last female to win the competition. Her 
self-titled album released shortly after, and she 
landed two top-10 singles with “Tattoo” and “No 
Air.” Her second record, Battlefield, continued 
her success. 
 She branched out into acting with a few tele-
vision appearances, then took on Broadway with 
In the Heights. Her latest project combines both 
worlds with the remake of the musical Sparkle.
 Sparkle was inspired by The Supremes with 
a trio of sisters trying to make it in the music 
business. It features Whitney Houston in her fi-
nal film, playing Sparks’ mother. 
 Windy City Times: Good morning, Jordin. 
Are you tired? It is really early in the morn-
ing.
 Jordin Sparks: Yes, I am.
 WCT: You must be doing tons of interviews. 
 JS: I have, actually. It has been really crazy. 
A lot of it I do on my own. It has been 18- or 
19-hour days of pure press, going and going. 
Somebody had to be Sparkle, so I am excited!
 WCT: What made you want to play her?
 JS: My agent approached me with the project. 
I thought the name Sparkle, with Sparks, had a 
nice ring to it. I read the script and fell in love 
with it. I was just floored by it. It was so great. I 
was laughing. I was crying. I was uncomfortable 
and angry in parts that I was reading. 
 The fact that it jumped off the page just by 
reading it, I knew that it was going to be some-
thing special for whoever got the part. I was 
very excited and knew I had a big task ahead of 
me, not having done a movie before and Sparkle 
was a good part. I knew that there was a chance 
that I wouldn’t get it. I went in and did my audi-
tion. They called me back a couple more times 
then called me to tell me that I got it. I was just 
beside myself. I was so excited. 
 WCT: Did you see the original version?
 JS: I did a couple of months before the au-
dition. I had heard about them remaking the 
movie but I didn’t know they were auditioning 
but I investigated it. I loved the story and the 
fashion. After I got the part I watched it one 
more time, and when Irene Cara walked on as 
Sparkle we even looked similar. It was crazy! I 
really loved the movie and didn’t realize how 
much of a cult classic it was until I got the part. 
People were coming up to me of all ages and 
races telling me not to mess it up. They even 
wanted certain songs on the soundtrack and I 
just said, “I will let them know. It is not really 
up to me, thanks.” [Laughs]
 WCT: Whitney Houston plays a very strict 
mother. Is your own mother similar to that?
 JS: You know, Sparkle’s character and myself 
have very similar parallels, except that my mom 
has always been 100-percent supportive of me 
doing music. Yeah, there were things that I 
couldn’t do until a certain age. I had curfews 
and things like that. My mother is actually here 
with me in New York and I am spending a little 
time with her. I haven’t seen her in a month. 
 WCT: Did you grow up in music when you 
were younger?
 JS: I did. I was pretty much born singing liter-
ally. I was singing and humming things before 
I even knew how to speak or even the meaning 

of the words. My nana found a home video tape 
of me singing at 18 months old. She is playing 
the piano and I am sitting there singing “Jingle 
Bells” on key. It was on rhythm and everything. 
It was really crazy to watch! 
 I sang my entire life, in school and in church. 
I did the musicals in drama club. I did competi-
tions and karaoke. I sang in the shower. I did all 
of that because I loved it so much. I knew I was 
going to be a singer; I just didn’t know when it 
was going to happen. 
 WCT: When you went out for American Idol, 
it took a couple of tryouts to get in. Was it 
difficult?
 JS: I auditioned one time before, and I au-
ditioned in LA since that was close to where I 
lived. I did the whole thing about two o’clock 
in the morning. I waited in line and all of that. 
They told me I did really [well], but there was 
something missing. I asked, “Can you tell me 
what that is?” She said, “It wasn’t great.” I 
brushed it off and walked out. My whole thought 
process was that it wasn’t something I was sup-
posed to do right now or something needs to 
happen first. I knew I had a couple more years 
to audition because of the age limit that they 
have. I went home and did a localized audition 
of Idol and that took me to Seattle, where I was 
on air. 
 WCT: Are you focusing on acting now? You 
have done so well with hits like “No Air.”
 JS: Thank you. Actually, I am filming my next 

project right now. It is called The Inevitable De-
feat of Mister & Pete. I play an Afro-American 
Latina in it. Alicia Keys is executive-producing 
it. I am very excited about it. 
 I just read another script just the other day 
that I really loved so hopefully I can go to the 
audition and get a part. I really liked it. 
 I am working on a new record as well so my 
biggest challenge is to figure out how to balance 
it all! [Laughs]
 WCT: What are you doing for the opening of 
Sparkle?
 JS: They are having a premiere so this will be 

my first movie premier ever so I am pretty much 
going all out. I am flying in pretty much all of 
my family. My mom and dad will be there along 
with my grandmothers and grandpa. I am excit-
ed that the people who are important to me will 
be there except for my brother. He is in college 
doing football stuff. He has commitments but he 
was able to see it before with me. 
 There is an after-party, after that I will prob-

ably go to my hotel and celebrate with my family 
or go to dinner. I am not quite sure but I am so 
excited. I cannot wait!
 WCT: It really showcases your talents.
 JS: Thank you. I appreciate that. I really 
wanted to pursue acting. I never knew when 
it was going to happen because music was my 
number one. I didn’t know it was going to be 
now, you never know, but Sparkle fell into my 
lap and it was the perfect thing. 
 WCT: Whitney and you have both have had 
such gay followings. 
 JS: I heard in New York they are already hav-
ing a Sparkle drag-queen party! I wish I could 
be a fly on the wall to see it. I love it. I actually 
didn’t know how big of a gay following I had un-
til I started going out on tour a few years ago. 
I thought it was so awesome. It was so amazing 
to see how broad my fan base has become. Tell 
them I thank them so much and really appreci-
ate it. 
 I know this movie is going to produce a lot 
more of those kinds of parties! [Laughs] I heard 
there are drag queens dressed up like me and I 
can’t wait to see that. I know with Halloween 
coming up I really hope there are people dressed 
up like Sparkle. It doesn’t matter if they are gay 
or not but I want to see all of those pictures. 
 WCT: People need to stay for the credits be-
cause there is your duet with Whitney play-
ing, and it is dedicated to her at the end. 
 JS: They did such a good job. The first time 
I saw it I was so nervous. I was looking at it 
through the eye of the script knowing exactly 
how it went. I didn’t get to really appreciate it 
for how amazing it was until the third time I got 
to see it. I was sitting there from a strictly en-
tertainment point of view and they did an amaz-
ing job from the screenwriters, editors, to the 
director, Salim Akil. It fell together perfectly. I 
have an overwhelming sense of pride that we 
made something that made Whitney so happy. 
I definitely think people should sit through the 
closing credits. I agree. 
 WCT: Do you want to do more musicals? I 
know you did In the Heights. 
 JS: I do. I love watching them. If Broadway 
came up again I would love to do it. It would 
have to be the right characters and story. Some 
people might think they are cheesy but to me I 
love them.
 Two years ago after I did In the Heights, there 
were talks of making the film so I hope that 
comes back to life. I would love to play Nina in 
the movie version.
 WCT: Come back to Chicago soon. 
 JS: I will. They literally had me in the city 
for a day. I would get there the night before 
do press then leave the next day. The city was 
as beautiful as it always looked and it was fun 
when I passed the House of Blues and remem-
bered performing there. I have really fond mem-
ories of Chicago. 
 WCT: Well keep shining with Sparkle. 
 JS: Thank you. Tell everyone to come see it! 
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BY JERRY NUNN

Crystal Waters is dancing back into town and 
this time it’s for a good cause as she appears at 
the Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus’ 8th Annual 
LoveFest. 
 Waters grew up with a strong musical family, 
as her father was esteemed jazz musician Junior 
Waters and her great aunt Ethel Waters was a 
vocalist. She eventually penned a song called 
“Gypsy Woman” that took the world by storm in 
the ‘90s. She followed it with the dance track 
“100% Pure Love,” which won her a Billboard 
Music Award. She has been active on the dance 
charts ever since, with her signature vocal lower 
register. 
 Waters talked Nunn on One about her upcom-
ing show in the park. 
 Windy City Times: Hey, Crystal. I am glad 
you are coming back to Chicago. 
 Crystal Waters: Me, too. I love Chicago. 
 WCT: Last time I saw you was at Chicago 
Pride Fest last year, and we all had drinks at 
Kit Kat Lounge afterwards. 
 CW: Oh, my—that was with Inaya Day and 
Sweet Pussy Pauline. Yes, I remember. 
 WCT: That was fun. I want to go through 
your career from the beginning. You original-
ly didn’t plan on being in the music business, 
did you?
 CW: No; I went to Howard University before 
getting a job. I was bored. I looked how much 
jobs were going to pay to work in my field and 
I thought, “This is not going to work!” My mom 
told me to go to a psychic. That is when the 
psychic told me that I needed to do something 
with my voice. I went back to work and my co-
worker said their cousin has a studio where I 
could sing background. I did it and that was it. 
I knew what I wanted to do. 
 WCT: That was a good psychic to go to!
 CW: [Laughs] Yeah, when she said I needed 
to use my voice I would need to be a speaker 
or something like that. I was too afraid to do 
anything like that. It all worked out. 
 WCT: That must have been a roller-coaster 
when “Gypsy Woman” blew up.
 CW: Yes, because I wanted to be the next Sade. 
I actually wrote “Gypsy” and “Happy” for some-
one else but they stuck it on my demo tape. It 
took two or three years but I was happy because 
I was signed. It was the big time. It happened 
really fast. I kept my job for a year because it 
didn’t really sink in that I was going to be doing 
for the rest of my life. 
 WCT: What do you think of dance music 
these days?
 CW: I like that it has come back around a 
little bit to more soulfulness. It kind of went 
totally techno, which I wasn’t feeling. But I am 
so happy now because you have to remember 
when I was growing up dance music was a bad 
thing. No one claimed to be a dance artist back 
then. We were the underdogs. Nobody gave us 
any respect. 
 With the scene happening now with David 
Guetta and Rihanna ruling the airwaves, it’s kind 
of like what we did back then. I’m enjoying this 
right now. 
 WCT: What is your song with Yolanda Be 
Cool, “Le Bump,” about?
 CW: It is supposed to be vague. I will tell you 
that I originally wrote “let’s play le funk” be-
cause I thought it was really funky. They decided 
to make it ambiguous and let people decide. 
 WCT: I don’t want to spoil it for people. I 
listen to it all the time. 
 CW: I had fun writing it.
 WCT: How many songs are you doing at this 
event?

 CW: It depends on the contract. I try to do all 
the hits and if they want more then I go back 
and do some of the older stuff. I don’t think I 
will do any newer ones this time. I am not quite 
ready. 
 WCT: It is really important to have gather-
ings like this one. 
 CW: Is it indoor or outdoor?
 WCT: Outdoor. It is at the park.
 CW: You never know. They just send me a list 
and I get to pick. 
 WCT: I noticed your website is in works. 
 CW: Yes; I still have to approve everything. I 
wanted to slim it down a little bit, make it more 
modern. I need someone to run it. It takes a lot 
of work to keep things updated. Everybody is 
really going to Facebook. I spend two hours a 
day on Facebook trying to make that look up-to-
date. Times have changed!
 WCT: I know it. Do you more music coming 
out?
 CW: I just did a song with Inaya Day Allstars 
called “Long Day.” It stayed in the top three 
for three weeks. Then I re-sang “Gypsy” and it 
was remixed, going to number one on the house 
charts and number three on the main dance 
chart. That was really nice. I was shocked on 
that one. I just got two more ASCAP songwriter 
awards for Mary Mary’s “Walking.” 

 WCT: I just met them not too long ago. I re-
ally like them.
 CW: Yes; they are sweet. I am also being fea-
tured on Jonathan Mendelsohn’s new song com-
ing out. I wrote a little bit on that. I have a song 
coming out with Chris Cox called “Momma Hey.” 
 WCT: Heyyy.
 CW: [Laughs] I think it will do really well for 
the gay crowd. Just like the one I did with In-
aya is really house-y; I wanted to get back to 
my roots. With “Momma,” I think the gay audi-
ence will really love it. I have something a little 
more commercial coming out in mid September 
because in Europe everybody is on vacation in 

August. I’ve been working. 
 WCT: You have been busy! You have a family 
to take care of, too. 
 CW: I love my family and I try to stick a vaca-
tion in but I haven’t had a vacation in years. 
 WCT: Hopefully you get a little time in Chi-
cago to relax. 
 CW: I kind of grew up in Chicago. My dad was 
a jazz musician in the area. I spent most of my 
summers there. I even wrote my name on Gino’s 
wall a few times. 
 WCT: I will have to look for that. 
 CW: It is probably painted over now…
 WCT: Well, have some pizza while you are in 
town. 
 CW: I might do that! I am coming a day early 
just to hang out a little bit. I will look forward 
to the LoveFest.
 Crystal Waters headlines the LoveFest Sun-
day, Aug. 26, 12-8 p.m. at Jackson Park, 63rd 
Street and Cornell Drive. Visit www.chiblack-
gaycaucus.org for more information. 

NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

‘100% Pure’ Crystal Waters:
Singer talks psychics, ‘Le Bump’ and LoveFest

Crystal Waters.

‘70s TV star 
dies; had partner 
of 41 years
 Ron Palillo—famed for his role as Arnold 
Horshack on the ‘70s TV show Welcome Back, 
Kotter—died of an apparent heart attack 
Aug. 14 in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., at age 
63, Examiner.com reported. 
 Co-star Robert Hegyes, who played Juan Ep-
stein, died at age 60 of a heart attack earlier 
this year. (The show also starred Gabe Kaplan, 
John Travolta and Lawrence Hilton-Jacobs.) 
 Palillo made his peace with Horshack in 
recent years after resenting the character, 
saying that the role cost him parts in other 
productions, according to the New York Times. 
The character was based largely on the per-
son he was in high school, he told The Miami 
Herald in 2009. “He was the smartest kid in 
school,” he said.
 Palillo is survived by Joseph Gramm, his 
partner of 41 years.

Del Shores to attend
‘Sordid Lives’ encore
 Ludicrous Theatre Company is re-booting its 
production of Del Shores’ Sordid Lives—with 
the original cast getting together again for 
one weekend only.
 The show will run at the Athenaeum The-
ater, 2936 N. Southport Ave., for three shows 
only, Sept. 6-8, with Del Shores attending 
the special midnight show on Friday, Sept. 7, 
after his Chicago stop on the Naked. Sordid. 
Reality. tour at Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. Clark St.
 Tickets are $20 see www.ludicroustheatre.
com for more info.

‘Michfest Re-Entry
Party’ Aug. 26
 Keeping the spirit of the festival going, the 
5th Annual Chicago Michfest Re-Entry Party 
will take place Sunday, Aug. 26, 2-10 p.m., at 
Hollywood Beach (aka Osterman Beach).
 Attendees are urged to bring items such as 
Frisbees, hula hoops, swimming gear, food 
and drink. People are also asked to bring their 
own plates and cutlery as well as cups. (No 
bottles are allowed in the park.)
 The rain location will be Joie de Vine Wine 
Bar, 1744 W. Balmoral Ave.
 Email flybike7@gmail.com for more info.

Craft exposition in
Evanston Aug. 24-26
 The American Craft Exposition will take 
place Aug. 24-26 in Northwestern University’s 
Henry Crown Sports Pavilion Northwestern 
University, 2311 N. Campus Dr., Evanston.
 This art event—which the Auxiliary of 
NorthShore University HealthSystem at Evan-
ston and Glenbrook Hospitals will present—is 
an art expo and a major fundraiser supporting 
breast- and ovarian-cancer research and care 
at NorthShore. 
 The show will bring together 164 artisans, 
including Robert Hendrick (specializes in 
functional art made from authentic railroad 
crossties and rails that date back to 1898), 
Vermont-based Natalie Blake (who works with 
ceramics) and other artists who work on a va-
riety of materials from leathers to glass to 
wood.
 For more info, see http://americancraft-
expo.org.

Del Shores. PR photo

A wine rack by Robert Hendrick. Photo 
from Frank Limpus
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BY THOMAS BEY, GAYWHEELS.COM

As I thanked and reluctantly said goodbye to my 
hosts after driving the 2013 Subaru XV Crosstrek 
on the north shore of Oahu, Hawaii, I came to 
a grateful conclusion: It all could have been so 
cliched, but it wasn’t.
 On my drive to Honolulu International Airport, 
inbound traffic was moderate and moving well. 
Afternoon rush traffic headed out of the city 
was thick and stagnant. Among the masses were 
lime-green tour buses full of pasty, puffy tour-
ists, their faces pressed against the glass in uni-
son, looking where told, when told. I imagined 
them being herded from one artificial experience 
to another, culminating with a lackluster luau. 
And when it was all over, they wouldn’t fly home 
to Subarus, I was pretty sure of it.
 Too bad. Reaching showrooms soon, the XV 
Crosstrek joins the compact crossover game and 
could very well rewrite the rules. Like the former 
Outback Sport, the XV Crosstrek is based on the 
Impreza, though this effort is far more butch.
 Unique body cladding and several model-spe-
cific panels ride atop a hiked-up chassis with an 
impressive 8.7-inches of ground clearance and 
17-inch silver-on-black alloy wheels at the cor-
ners. Under the hood, Subaru’s 2.0-liter boxer 
engine is on duty with 148 horsepower at 6200 
rpm and 145 pound-feet of torque at 4200 rpm. 
It’s no tire-shredder, but it’s up to the challenge.

 Inside, that trademark boxer engine snarl is 
subdued, as are tire and wind noise. The spa-
cious cabin isn’t as extroverted as the exterior, 
and that’s perfectly fine. Ergonomics are excel-
lent in the front and rear seats, with thoughtful 
drink and storage recesses throughout.
 Subaru didn’t ignore past grumbles about in-
terior finishes and materials when it redesigned 
the Impreza. Likewise, the XV Crosstrek benefits. 
It’s still no bespoke Rolls-Royce, but remark-
ably few Rolls owners transport slobbering dogs, 
rusty antiques or muddy mountain bikes. Nor 
can they fold their rear seats for up to 51.9 cu-
bic feet of space. In other words, the Subie is a 
pleasant place to be, yet still stands up to active 
lifestyles.
 I stayed fairly active, rowing the five-speed 
manual gearbox—standard in 2.0i Premium 
trim only—for which Subaru revised first- and 
fifth-gear ratios. Believe it: off-road driving on 
Kualoa Ranch revealed long throws between first 
and second, and difficulty settling on one gear 
and a sweet spot for trail speed. It was either 
a matter of revving high or bogging down. In 
fairness, I am accustomed to a six-speed manual 
in my daily driver. On the plus side, incline start 
assist was appreciated and the gearing proved 
much less an issue on gentler grades and pave-
ment.
 On an economically random note, the little 
nubs at the tail end of the roof rails are there for 

a reason. Subaru engineers found they add one 
mpg. Now you know.
 Either way, symmetrical all-wheel drive is 
standard, though CVT cars are paired with a more 
sophisticated system. Both are seamless in op-
eration; neither give you drama when conditions 
get dicey. The test cars’ all-season Yokohama 
tires delivered a reasonable compromise of com-
fort, grip and noise on all surfaces.
 So it’s great off-road, but what about the open 
road?
 In paradise, “open road” is a relative term. In 
contrast to car chases depicted on the updated 
Hawaii Five-O (or if you’re of a certain age, the 
original), most of the outlying streets and high-
ways I covered were saddled with 35- or 45-mph 
speed limits, though I did cover a blistering 60-
mph stretch on Interstate H-1. The few twisty 
sections and hard acceleration attempts I could 
manage found the XV Crosstrek to be no threat 
to its BRZ and WRX kin, but still willing to play 
along. Boasting the lowest center of gravity in 
its class, responsiveness felt sharper than other 
crossovers. More than once, I underestimated its 
cornering stability, exiting apexes to realize I 
could’ve taken the curve a good 10 mph faster.

 Pricing for this four-wheeled Swiss Army knife 
has yet to be finalized. Anticipate $21,995 for 
2.0i Premium spec and the five-speed manual. 
 Read the entire article at www.Gaywheels.
com.

Auto news
 —BMW backs Lavender Law: The National 
LGBT Bar Association has announced that BMW 
of North America, LLC will be one of the top 
sponsors for the 2012 Lavender Law Confer-
ence and Career Fair. BMW of North America is 
the first automotive sponsor in the history of 
the Lavender Law Conference & Career Fair. The 
event will take place Aug. 23-25 in Washington, 
D.C.
 —In the swim of things: Mercedes-Benz 
Fashion Week Swim took place in Miami Beach, 
Fla., at The Raleigh July 19-23, according to a 
press release. Amahlia Stevens—who has the 
swimwear line Vitamin A—received the title of 
“Mercedes-Benz Presents” designer. Among the 
many other collections shown were Agua Ben-
dita, Sauvage, White Sands Australia and BCBG 
Swimwear.

DRIVE
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2013 Subaru XV Crosstrek

2013 Subaru xV Crosstrek. Photo courtesy of Gaywheels.com

877.200.4532 | ContinentalToyota.com
6701 S. LaGrange Rd. | Hodgkins, IL 60525
*Customers who trade-in a competitive vehicle (non-Toyota, non-Lexus or non-Scion) or can provide a copy of the registration for a family owned vehicle (non-Toyota, non-Lexus or non-Scion) for 
the purchase of a new non-fleet, unused and unlicensed 2012 Camry Sedan (gas models only) are eligible to have a Camry Conquest Cash Certificate ($500) applied to their purchase. No payment 
will be made directly to consumers.  †1.9% APR financing for up to 60 months with approved credit through TFS in lieu of any rebates available on new 2012 Toyota Camry (gas models). Please 
see dealer for details. Offers ends 9/4/12. Dealer will not honor any pricing errors in this advertisement.

For a limited time 
receive $500 Camry 

Conquest Cash* on top 
of great Camry offers!

1.9% APR financing 
for 36-60 months† on 
2012 Toyota Camry 

gas models!

New 2012
Toyota Camry

New 2012
Toyota Camry

http://www.continentaltoyota.com
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BY ROSS FORMAN
 
The London Olympics brought a whirlwind of 
emotions for Lauren Lappin, who lives in Chi-
cago’s Andersonville neighborhood and was a 
silver medalist at the 2008 Games in Beijing, 
China.

The thing is, Lappin’s sport—softball—was 
removed from the 2012 Summer Olympics’ slate, 
along with baseball, becoming the first sports 
removed from the Olympics since polo in 1936.

“At first, [the London Games were] really hard 
to watch,” Lappin admitted. “It’s really hard to 
swallow, to not experience that again. It’s pretty 
depressing, to be perfectly honest.”

Softball was an Olympic sport four times, start-
ing in 1996, and the United States won gold the 
first three times. Lappin’s year, 2008, the top 
honor went to Japan, followed by the United 
States, and Australia captured the bronze.

Japan defeated the United States 3-1 in the 
2008 finals.

The ’08 Games also were a memorable ride for 
Lappin off the field, starting about a month be-
fore the event when The Advocate interviewed 
her for a story about bisexual teammate Vicky 
Galindo. That story revealed, for the first time 
publicly, that Lappin is a lesbian herself. The 
story went public days before the Olympic caul-
dron was lit in 2008.

Lappin was not planning to come out publicly 
at the time and didn’t think it would be that big 
of a deal, she said.

However, at a major pre-Olympic press confer-
ence, Lappin was immediately questioned about 
her sexual orientation. She revealed a candid 
interview about her coming-out.

“I think that was the best decision I’ve ever 
made—for me personally and anyone who I 
could have helped along the way,” Lappin said. 
“I took advantage of the opportunity to tell my 
story, [about] being a lesbian and coming to 
terms with my sexuality.”

Lappin, now 28, was a two-position player 
for Stanford University during 2002-2006. She 
was a member of the USA National Elite Team 
in 2003 and 2005, and was an alternate for the 
U.S. Olympic team in 2004.

“I figured out that I was gay during college, 
like a lot of people do,” Lappin said. “It was a 
process coming to terms with it, being OK with 
it. I didn’t fit the stereotype, which is being 
shot down daily because, obviously, we come 
from all walks of life. Realizing late in college 
that, yes, I was gay was tough to come to terms 
with. On one hand, I was happy that I figured 
it out, but, on the other hand, I knew I would 
be facing the coming-out process and actually 
having to verbalize the fact that I’m gay to my 
parents, to my family, to friends.”

Ultimately, everyone has been supportive, she 
said.

“My family was most concerned with my 
well-being, not wanting me to experience dis-
crimination or anything like that, based on my 
sexuality,” she said. “[My family] has been so 
supportive of me, and continue to be to this day. 
I’m really lucky.

“Professionally, in my [sport], coming to terms 
with my sexuality has kind of freed me, so I’ve 
been able to be the best version of myself, really 
focus on my training, focusing on improving my 
softball and just be a better spokesman for our 
sport. And I don’t think I could do it if I was 
still figuring myself out, or living a hidden life.”

However, after telling her story to the media 
before the Beijing Games started, there was still 
one issue—her parents.

They had known since her senior year at 
Stanford that she’s gay; they just didn’t know 
that she’d be sharing that information with the 
world.

Her parents were in Beijing at the time, and 
Lappin told them quickly about the interview—
and the fact her sexual orientation was, likely, 
going to be public news, not just personal in-
formation.

“My parents definitely were not thrilled” with 
the timing of her public coming-out, she said.

“I was scared that the whole world was going 
to know, but, at the same time, I knew in my gut 
that it was the right thing to do,” she added. 
“How are we ever going to progress as a society 
if we don’t share our stories, and I just wanted 
people to know that I’m just another human 
being like everyone else; I just prefer women 
and I’m going to marry a woman [one day.] That 
doesn’t have any barring on my character in my 
profession.”

Lappin said her family now “embraces and 
accepts my sexuality. They are so unbelievably 
proud of me and my partner, where I am at in 
life.”

Lappin and Shannon Shakespeare have known 
each other for five years and now been dating 
for about two years. Shakespeare is a lawyer and 
the two live together.

“Being gay at this level [of softball profes-
sionally] and with Team USA, well, all of my 
teammates, [those who are] gay and straight, 
are very accepting. We talk about my relation-
ship like how we talk about straight teammates 
and their boyfriends,” Lappin said.

My kind of town
Born and raised in Southern California, Lappin 

wanted to leave the West Coast after graduat-
ing from Stanford University. She was offered a 
job as a volunteer coach for the Northwestern 
University softball team—and she jumped at the 
chance, in order to gain some coaching experi-
ence.

She stayed with the Wildcats for two seasons, 
2009 and 2010.

She has since “clearly fallen in love” with Chi-
cago.

“Northwestern was a phenomenal experience,” 
she said. “To get some [coaching] experience 
under some great coaches who also are really 
good leaders, that set the groundwork for any 

future I may have in coaching when I retire as a 
player. I loved the Northwestern softball expe-
rience; the university is exceptional, obviously. 
The student-athletes are very similar to the stu-
dent-athletes I was used to at Stanford where 
academics also are a very high priority. North-
western was, overall, a really great experience.

“I love the people of Chicago; they are very 
warm and welcoming. I also love the weather, 
though that sounds crazy. Being a California 
girl, I really enjoy the spring and fall [in Chica-
go.] Even the first couple of snowfalls are fun. I 
also really like all of the live music [options] and 
experiencing so many different types of food.

“I love the summer vibe of Chicago, with 
street festivals and so much more.”

Lappin is now in her second season playing 
professionally in Japan. She also plays for the 
USSSA Pride in the four-team National Pro Fast-
pitch (NPF), the league that also features the 
Chicago Bandits.

“Japan has been a phenomenal, phenomenal 
experience. I am very lucky to have had it,” said 
Lappin. The Japanese season spans six months, 
with the season split in half.

“The Japanese culture is so welcoming. They 
have so much respect—for themselves and life 
in general,” she said. “We bow to the field every 
day at practice, at the beginning and the end, to 
show appreciation for the field and for each oth-
er. I’ve grown a whole new level of respect for 
the game and for the opportunities that I have 
gotten through the game—Japan being one of 
them. It’s taken my game to a whole new level, 
getting to play competitively for nine months 
of the year.”

What about the language barrier?
Lappin laughed. “We make it work with cha-

rades and what not,” she said. “I’ve gained some 
great friends through this [Japanese] journey.”

Lappin went to Japan in early March to begin 
training with her team in preparation for the 
season that started in mid-April. In early June, 
she returned to the United States to begin play 
in the NPF.

The NPF Championship Series is slated for Aug. 
23-26 in Rosemont.

She returns to Japan on Aug. 27 for about two 
months of play abroad.

“The NPF is phenomenal, especially in its cur-
rent state,” Lappin said. “We’ve really taken the 
competitiveness to a new level. There are four 
great teams, each with solid owners. The poten-
tial for expansion next year is there, probably by 
two more teams. This is the most competitive 
league and softball experience that I’ve ever 
had—and I’ve played in the College World Series 
and in the Olympics.

“We’re just trying to offer an opportunity for 
women now playing in college, so professional 
softball is a viable option. The talent in the NPF 
is so deep. It’s anyone’s game anytime you step 
on the field.”

Lappin said being gay is not an issue in either 
league, though she admits she was a bit nervous 
about how it would be accepted in Japan. After 
all, she had been out for six years before she 
first stepped on a field in Japan.

“I didn’t want to lie or hide, or live a false 
life,” while in Japan, she said. But Lappin is out 
to her teammates and coaches, and Shakespeare 
has visited her. “They all know and have been 
very accepting of [my sexual orientation],” Lap-
pin said. 

Chicago lesbian softball player 
talks about ‘08 Olympics

Lauren Lappin. Publicity photo

Camping fundraiser taking place in Yorkville
BY ROSS FORMAN

 
The 2nd annual Women & Children’s Labor Day Weekend Camping Fundraiser is filled with a wide 
variety of activities, spread over four days (Aug. 31-Sept. 3) at Hide-Away-Lakes Campground in 
Yorkville. Among those are fishing, flag football, crafts—and a campfire, of course.

About 250 people are expected, up from 200 last year—and possibly as many as 30 dogs.
Organizers are hoping to raise $25,000.
“The highlight [of the 2011 event] was the atmosphere and the sense of community,” said Joy 

Culver, one of the event’s coordinators. “It’s a fundraising event that offers an opportunity for 
the ladies to get together and truly enjoy that sense of community. That’s been the inspiration 
since the beginning.

“It’s really a special weekend.”
Edith Nieves posted on Facebook that the annual event has, “so much you can do. Play flag 

football, Bags, Flippy Cups, Frisbee cups, go fishing, enjoy and participate in karaoke with Sue 
Heggeland or join a game of Texas Hold ‘em, etc.”

The weekend’s activities also include yoga, hiking, meditation and Mindy Bartlett’s acoustic 
set and more.

The Windy City Animal Foundation and Sisters4GLBTQ Community are hosting the event.
See www.labordaycamping.eventbrite.com for more information.

Attendees at a past event. Photo courtesy of Joy Culver
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BY THOMAS BATEMAN

Dance for Life founder Keith Elliott began the 
evening of Aug. 18 by informing the crowd that 
“Dance for Life is legal to drink!” Indeed, since 
1992, Dance for Life has raised money for vari-
ous HIV and AIDS-related causes and, if the most 
recent event is any indication, is still a rousing 
success, this year raising almost $400,000. 

Hundreds of people enjoyed drinks and appe-
tizers at the pre-dance gala, held at the Hilton 
Chicago’s Grand Ballroom. Afterward, guests 
made their way to the Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University where many—dressed in all 
manner of bowties, flashy heels, brightly colored 
suits and other dressy summer wear—mingled in 
the lobby before the show. 

The evening began with a jazz number from 
the Giordano Dance Chicago, followed by an en-
tertaining conceptual piece from the Luna Negra 
Dance Theatre. Next was an elegant number from 
the Joffrey Ballet and the first act closed with a 
world premiere from Harrison McEldowney, Danc-
ers suspended from the ceiling performed aerial 
choreography by Jeremy Plummer and wowed 
the crowd with an energetic number. 

The second act began with Ron De Jesus dance 
performing a contemporary number, followed by 
River North Dance Chicago, which had an espe-
cially affecting homoerotic interlude. More con-
temporary dance followed from Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago before the finale, another world 
premiere—this time from Randy Duncan. An en-
semble of dancers from the various companies 
performed an intense, rhythmic number to an 
original composition by Andy Mitran with strik-
ing costumes that Jeff Hancock designed.

At the beginning of the evening, Elliott dedi-
cated the night to the dancers, thanking them 
for their generosity. This message was reiterated 
throughout the evening during speeches that 
were interspersed among the dance. Indeed, a 
night of stunning dancing, highlighting the gen-
erosity of the greater Chicago community in the 
fight against AIDS.

Dance for Life wows in its 21st year

Performance photos by Ed Negron; reception photos by Hal Baim. More photos available online at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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WEEKLY DINING GUIDE IN 

AMERICAN
The Counter
666 W. Diversey Pkwy.
Chicago
773-935-1995
Custom built burgers with 
hormone-and-antibiotic-
free 100% Angus beef. 
Facebook: The Counter 
Lincoln Park.

Jane’s Restaurant 
1653-55 W. Cortland 
Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
Events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

Hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

ASIAN
Miss Asia
434 W. Diversey Pkwy., 
Chicago
773-248-3999
missasiacuisine.com
At Miss Asia we provide 
fine traditional Thai cuisine 
and an elegant dining 
atmosphere.

BAKERY
Swedish Bakery
5348 N. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
European-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

ITALIAN 
Taverna 750
750 W. Cornelia Ave., 
Chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club Lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940’s style Italian Supper 
Club & Cocktail Lounge 
Award-winning. Holiday 
decorations and private 
party room. Accepting 
online reservations.

Armand’s Pizzeria
4159 N. Western Ave.,
Chicago
773-463-5200
armandspizzeria.com
Since 1956. Award-winning 
thin crust. Also baked clams, 
sandwiches, salads. Dine in, 
take out, delivery.

Ceres’ Table
4882 N. Clark St.,
Chicago
773-878-4882
cerestable.com
Sustainable, locally sourced 
contemporary Italian food, 
great cocktails, and fabulous 
wine and beer lists.

GERMAN
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 N. Lincoln Ave., 
Chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
german specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

theDISH

To get your business listed in The Dish, contact advertising@windycitymediagroup.com

DINING LISTINGS

Proudly Serving Delicious 
Hormone/Antibiotic-Free Burgers!

Located in the           of Boystown

666 W. Diversey • (773) 935-1995
www.thecounterburger.com

Salpicon
BY MEGHAN STREIT

I’ve passed over Salpicon for many years, for no 
reasons other than the sheer quantity of Mexi-
can restaurants in Chicago and my general lack 
of enthusiasm for the Gold Coast. However, when 
another social engagement brought me to Gold 
Coast, I decided to give Salpicon a try—and 
what a pleasant surprise.
 The atmosphere at Salpicon is elegant, but re-
laxed. Modern tables and chairs give the space a 
sleek quality, and brightly colored artwork lends 
a playful element. Chef Priscila Satkoff turns out 
elevated Mexican dishes that are sophisticated 
but accessible. 
 Notably, Salpicon is a tequila lover’s dream. 
When you order a margarita, you can choose to 
have it made with one of 100 different tequilas. 
My own ability to judge the quality of tequila 
is essentially limited to how horrible I feel the 
morning after drinking it. If you’re similarly te-
quila-challenged, no worries; the knowledgeable 
staff can recommend the perfect tequila for you. 
My waiter was nothing short of a tequila expert, 
and he took the selection process very, very seri-
ously. To match me with the proper tequila, he 
asked me a series of questions about the kinds 
of flavors and varietals of wine I enjoy, nodding 
his head knowingly all the while. His tequila-
picking science worked because my margarita 
(ok, both of them) was smooth and delicious, 
and I suffered no morning-after repercussions. 
 Once you have a scientifically crafted mar-
garita in hand, choose a couple of Salpicon’s 
starters—but don’t overdo it on chips, salsa and 

appetizers because you won’t want to be too full 
for the excellent entrees coming your way. I rec-
ommend the ceviche, which is made with blue 
marlin. Lime and cilantro make it tangy and it’s 
light enough that you won’t spoil your appetite. 
Sopes are my favorite Mexican appetizer, and 
Salpicon’s version is top-notch. The thick corn 
cakes are topped with big chunks of avocado, 
onions and plenty of queso fresco, and drizzled 
with a not-too-spicy roasted tomatillo sauce. 
The sopes are filling enough to stand in as a 
main course or a hearty starter to share with a 
group. 
 If you’re looking for typical Mexican fare like 
tacos and enchiladas, you won’t find them at 
Salpicon. What you will find are expertly flavored 
meat and fish dishes subtly infused with Mexi-
can influences—a drizzle of mole here, some 
chorizo over there. The camarones al mojo de 
ajo was delightful. Large tiger shrimp are mari-
nated in a sweet garlic and olive oil sauce and 
grilled. Fresh avocado and spicy chiles give the 
dish some South-of-the-border kick. The shrimp 
are served over simple white rice, which is really 
all they need because the rest of the ingredients 
pack plenty of flavor. 
 Salpicon’s elevated take on carne asada is 
its filete de res en salsa de moritas con hon-
gos. Aside from “filete,” I don’t know how that 
translates to English, but I can report that the 
meat was superb. The dish is made with juicy 
tenderloin in a spicy tomatillo sauce and shitake 
mushrooms. Melted Chihuahua cheese is the ic-
ing on the cake.
 The most mouth-watering of the entrees was 
the pork chop. The ample bone-in chop is slath-

ered in a zesty chile ancho mole. It’s garnished 
with grilled pineapple, sweet potato, crispy 
fried plantains and a scoop of rice. I thought 
this pork chop struck a perfect balance between 
traditional Mexican comfort food and modern 
upscale cuisine.

 Salpicon’s dessert offerings venture far beyond 
the predictable tres leche and churros you might 
find at more casual Mexican restaurants. Instead, 
there are inventive sweets like cinnamon crepes 
stuffed with fresh mango and raspberries topped 
with caramel sauce and a spicy lime-tequila sor-
bet infused with Serrano chiles. As tempting as 
the more exotic desserts sounded, I can’t resist 
a good tres leche, so I went ahead and ordered 
my old stand by. I’ve rarely met a slice of tres 
leche I didn’t like, but this one was definitely 
a cut above. It was moist and milky, but also 
infused with a subtle orange flavor and topped 
with fresh whipped cream and raspberry sauce.
 Chef Satkoff is a Topolobampo veteran, and 
her experience creating upscale Mexican cuisine 
is evident with every lovely plate presentation 
and scrumptious bite. So, if you’re in the market 
a high-end Mexican meal, but don’t quite have 
the budget for Topolobampo, I’d tell you to head 
down to Gold Coast and grab a table at Salpicon.
 Salpicon is located at 1252 N. Wells St.; call 
312-988-7811 or visit www.salpicon.com/de-
fault.asp. 
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter @SugarAnd-
SpiceMS for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

PETS

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

Lovely McGonagall was born into a hoarding 
situation. McGonagall is a tad shy at first ap-
proach, but so loving and eager for human kind-
ness if just given the opportunity. She responds 
very well to soothing voices and play therapy. 
Spending even ten minutes gently stroking her 
forehead or engaging her with toy brightens her 
day, truly causing a soft glow to radiate from her 
eyes. She gets along very well with cats.

TREE HOUSE HUMANE SOCIETY
773-784-5488, ext. 0 
info@treehouseanimals.org 
www.treehouseanimals.org

Caroline is a sweet little brown tabby girl. She 
was found outside pulling herself around with 
her front legs. Caroline has a spinal deformity 
which was likely caused by a previous injury and 
can only use her back legs a bit for walking. 
Caroline loves affection from people, but may 
prefer to live in a home with no other cats. Caro-
line tends to stick to one area of our shelter, 
as the hustle and bustle of the shelter is a bit 
much for her.

Langostines at Salpicon. PR photo

theDISH

http://www.thecounterburger.com
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OUT OF TOWN HOUSE FOR SALE
FABULOUS NEW BUFFALO contemporary condo walking 
distance to all amenities. Every imaginable upgrade, 
too many features to list- a must see. http://tours.
positiveimagelive.com/65791  Call Nora , 312-953-
1783. (9/5/12-8)

MILLER BEACH, INDIANA - Highly upgraded ranch 
a short stroll to beach & dunes, 3BR, 1.75 BA, new 
kitchen, appliances, windows & roof; $129,900, Ayers 
Realtors, 219-938-1188, See virtual tour at http://
MillerBeach.com (9/5/12-3)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
LARGE 1 BEDROOM WITH BALCONY IN CONDO BUILD-
ING in Rogers Park.  ½ block to the lake; 3 blocks to the 
Red Line. Laundry in building.  Available Oct 1.  $800 
includes heat and premium cable (Showtime, HBO, etc). 
Designated parking space available for $50. Call 312-
919-1915 or email: jrfriend@mac.net (8/22/12-2)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
ANDERSONVILLE, STEPS FROM CLARK STREET, Large 2 
bedroom, 1 bath + sun porch. Hardwood floors through-
out. Free laundry in basement. Available now. $1475 + 
one month security. 312.909.0052

EDGEWATER COMMUTER ADVANTAGE you’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach, bus, redline and shops. 
Joyously sunny and secure 2br. Big bedrooms and walk-
in closets. Large kitchen and formal dining room. $1300 
with heat. Plus laundry, storage, video intercom and 
yard. IT’S YOUR MOVE… 773-706-6065. (8/22/12-2)

LOOKING TO RENT
WANTED: FLAT IN SMALL BUILDING. Prefer South of 
Peterson, East of Western, West of Broadway. Looking 
for reasonably quiet, safe neighborhood. Middle aged 
single man, no pets, non-smoker, looking for clean, 
updated apartment in well maintained building with 
garage space. 2 or 3 flat would be perfect, but open to 
alternatives. If you’re a proud owner of a well main-
tained building, I’d be an excellent renter. Email info 
to Edmail4815@aol.com (8/29/12-3)

REAL ESTATE
1849 N. California

West Bucktown- Cozy, bright 
home with lots of charm. 
Open living and dining room. 
Updated kitchen which steps 
out to a deck overlooking a 
beautiful garden. Large master 
bedroom and outdoor deck 
on second level. Newly in-
stalled electrical service. 2-car 
garage. Walk to L and night life 
on California. 
Only $289,000. 

Call Joe 
773-342-7211
773-297-8560 (cell)

Betancourt Realty
www.betancourtrealty.com

cLEaning sErVicEs
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/21/12-52)

coUnsELing

COUNSELING AND CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY: Provid-
ing help to individuals and couples in our community 
since 1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiri-
tual issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/22/12-26)

SOLUTION FOCUSED COUNSELING Solution focused 
counseling in warm & affirming environment by licensed 
psychotherapist. Wounded self-esteem, body image 
issues, career counseling and relationship challenges. 
BCBS PPO & Aetna. Sliding Scale. Lakeview, close to CTA 
& Parking. Dr. John Moore. (773) 703-5300. www.
johndmoore.net (9/19/12-13)

DancE LEssons
PRIVATE DANCE LESSONS AVAILABLE. Ballroom dance 
lessons by En Haut Academy. Contact Stephanie - 630-
532-3225. Chicago location - great rates. (8/29/12-
3)

HoME iMProVEMEnt
BATHROOM REMODELING, HOME REPAIRS, PAINTING 
& MORE. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. One year warranty. 
Price by the job - not the hour. FREE estimates! Check 
us out on Angie’s List. Andy OnCall, 773-244-9961. 
www.getandy.com (8/1/13-52)

LEgaL sErVicEs
NEED LEGAL HELP? Pride Law, Andersonville’s legal aid 
clinic for the LGBT community can help. Clinic hours 
every Wednesday, 5-8:00 p.m. by appointment only. Call 
1-866-703-5509 or send us an email at prideslaw@
tsamislaw.com.

LEgaL sErVicEs

MassagE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (11/14/12–26)

PErsonaLs
MAN SEEKING VERY MASCULINE MAN. Blue collar 
workers preferred. 6’2” or taller, 200lb or heavier. “Just 
for fun.” If interested call Ken at 773-975-0967 or 
773-332-5510 (8/29/12–4)

WinDoW trEatMEnts
WONDERING WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE WINDOWS?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 
installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceInteriors.com (8/29/12-26)

sPiritUaLitY

CLASSIFIEDS
The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

Chicago Coalition of
Welcoming Churches

60+ ministries celebrating
LGBTQ lives

www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org

You Are Loved,
You Are Welcome,

You Are Celebrated!

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

LOVE FROM THE CENTER 
OF WHO YOU ARE

Life Coaching • Ceremonies
Office & Phone Appointments

Rev. Jacki Belile, CEC
Nurturing Pride & Faith for 20 Years

773.655.4357
www.livingwellministries.net

ALCC celebrates 25 years with ‘J-Pop’
Continuing its tradition of globally influenced annual events, the AIDS Legal Council of Chicago (ALCC) hosted “Planet J-Pop” at Side-
track Aug. 15. The event had a Japanese theme, down to the ticket levels (e.g., Tokyo Superstar and Karaoke Krooner). In addition, 
there were games, prizes and a silent auction with more than 150 items. Photos courtesy of ALCC

http://www.livingwellministries.net
http://www.churchoftheatonement.org
http://www.chicagowelcomingchurches.org
http://www.betancourtrealty.com
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Wed., Aug. 22
minibar Gives Back: Chicago House! Dine 

out, save lives! 20% (before tax) of all 
dinner and liquor sales from the regular 
menu will be donated to Chicago House. 
Great drinks, great food, all for a great 
cause! Reservations Recommended. 773-
871-6227; 5pm-10pm, Minibar, 3341 N 
Halsted St., www.chicagohouse.org

Women’s psychotherapy group 18-week 
therapy group for female identified indi-
viduals who identify as members of the 
LGBTQ community and are looking to learn 
more about their own selves. This group 
is focused on participants also learning 
how they interact and influence relation-
ships with the other people in their lives. 
5:15pm-6:30pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Toni Preckwinkle discussion about the 
state of the county Hear the Cook Co. 
board president. $75-$500. Info from 
Todd Connor todd@toddconnorconsult-
ing.com; 6pm-8pm, Private home. Email 
for more information

Oeishik Moitra-Goel Chowdhury, author 
Tribute to Sam Steward Collection of 
prose, poetry and photography, hinging 
on the experiences of Samuel Steward, 
subject of Justin Spring’s award-winning 
biography, Secret Historian: The life and 
times of Samuel Steward, professor, tat-
too artist, and sexual renegade; 6:30pm, 
Jackhammer, 6406 N Clark St.

Asians & Friends Dining Club; 7pm, Adri-
atic Restaurant, 5553 N. Clark St., www.
afchicago.org

Chicago Curve: A Fabulous Private Cruise 
for Women Join more than 100 women 
for a private, lesbian cruise aboard the 

‘Summer of George’ for dinner, drinks, mu-
sic and fireworks on Lake Michigan. Entire 
boat chartered. $75 includes dinner, two 
drinks, DJ, entertainment and fireworks. 
Cash bar for purchase of additional bev-
erages. 7pm boarding; 7:30pm departure; 
10:30pm return. New location: Navy Pier, 
Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/261374

Hydrag Revue Join Hydrate Nightclub for 
the world famous HYDRAG REVUE hosted 
by Tajma Hall, featuring the all-star cast 
of Dida Ritz, Sorraya Dash, Mercede An-
drews, Kelly Lauren, Erica Andrews and 
special guests each week! 10pm, Hydrate, 
3458 N. Halsted St., www.hydratechicago.
com

Thursday, Aug. 23
standOUT Meet other young people and ad-

dress the needs of LGBTQA youth. Open to 
all people ages 16-20 who are currently 
students at a high school or university in 
the Greater Chicago area. See reception 
for more information. 3:30pm-7pm, Cen-

ter on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted St., www.
centeronhalsted.org 

Cocktails Without Prejudice Stop in The 
Call any Thursday in August, enjoy a Van 
Gogh PB&J Jammer shot, and a $1 will 
be donated to “Give a Damn Campaign” a 
project of Cyndi Lauper’s True Colors Fund. 
That’s right $1 for each shot, so bring your 
friends!! 4pm, The Call (Chicago), 1547 W. 
Bryn Mawr Ave.

2012 National Pro Fastpitch Champion-
ship Series Rosemont hosts the nation’s 
top professional women’s softball teams 
for the 2012 National Pro Fast-pitch 
Championship Series to be held August 
23-26 at the Ballpark at Rosemont. 6pm-
9pm, 615-232-2900, The Ballpark at Rose-
mont, http://championship.profastpitch.
com/

Fundraiser recital for Team to End AIDS An 
hour of amazing music featuring baritone 
Peter Ruger and pianist Bill Marsland, a 
set of songs inspired by the fight against 
AIDS plus English Art Song, popular musi-
cal selections, cabaret songs. Free but $10 
donation is suggested. 7:30pm, Lakeview 
Presbyterian Church, 716 W. Addison St

1st Annual Opera Underground Booze 
Cruise “I’m On A Boat!” Chicago Opera 
Theater’s (COT) Opera Underground, COT’s 
young person’s social club, and guests will 
coast down the Chicago River and Lake 
Michigan. Opera selections performed by 
COT singers with music from the new pro-
duction of Mozart’s The Magic Flute and 
other opera favorites. 6:15pm-8:30pm, 
Dock at 330 N. Wabash Ave., www.chica-
gooperatheater.org/event-calendar/

LIVE Music Karaoke / Ultimate Open Mic 
Charlie’s has some great local musicians & 
singers that throw down, creating a fan-
tastic live music show. It’s acoustic & laid 
back. Join them and be part of the band. 
10pm, 773-871-8887, Charlie’s, 3726 N. 
Broadway

Friday, Aug. 24
Queer Orthodox Retreat Eshel offers re-

treat Friday night Aug. 25 through Sat-
urday Aug. 26 for queer Orthodox (or 
formerly Orthodox, or interested in Ortho-
doxy) Jews in the Chicago area. Partici-
pants are welcome for both evening and 
day meals and there will be vegetarian op-
tions available. Accommodations can be 
arranged and further information can be 
received by phone. 5pm, 847-849-7822, 
6500 N. Albany Ave.

Are You There, Judy? It’s Me, Cancer 
Judy Fabjance returns with her one per-
son show. 8pm-10pm, 773-327-5252, 
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave., www.
stage773.com

Bud Light Port Paradise Luau Party Come 
dressed for a cruise/luau party and receive 
two extra chances to enter the drawing 
for a cruise to the Bud Light Port Paradise 
Music Festival. $2.75 Bud Lights. You must 
be present to win. 9pm, Crew Bar & Grill, 
4804 N Broadway

Cowboy Eye for the Leather Guy A make-
over contest. One leather stud will win a 
cowboy makeover from Alcala’s Western 
Wear. Contest begins at 11 pm. Applica-
tions and more info available at the bar. 
10pm, Touche, 6412 N. Clark St., www.
touchechicago.com

Saturday, Aug. 25 
Starry Night Chicago Spirit Brigade’s annual 

“Spread the Cheer” cocktail party. This 
event supports CSB’s Plus 25% Matching 
Program: 125% of every dollar we raise for 
our beneficiaries. $50; 7pm, 3323 N. Pau-
lina St., http://csbstars.com/starrynight-
donate.html; www.brownpapertickets.com

“Happily Ever After: An Evening of Song” 
Michael Elder and Brian Felder will be 
singing personal tales of love, sex, heart-
break, dysfunctional dating and every-
thing in between. 9pm-11:15pm, 3160, 
3160 N. Clark St.

Sharon Needles: A Nightmare on Halsted 
St. Catch RuPaul’s Drag Race winner Sha-
ron Needles at this special two-day Spin 
gig. Two performances at 11:30pm and 
12:30am. Dress in your most scary and 
creative costume and enter the costume 
contest that Sharon will judge on stage. 
VIP includes MEET & GREET after the 2nd 
performance and hosted bar package from 
9:30-10pm. Buy tickets for each night 
at www.spin-nightclub.tix.com. Presale 
quantities are limited. 9:30pm, Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave., www.
spin-nightclub.com 

Drag Factor The Call’s monthly drag com-
petition where the audience decides the 
winner. The winner receives a $100 cash 
prize. Hosted by Ashley Morgan. 10pm, 
The Call (Chicago), 1547 W Bryn Mawr Ave.

Sunday, Aug. 26
Urban Village Church Spiritual worship is 

about coming together as community to 
make space for God to move in us. It’s 
a place to receive God’s grace and love 
and to give of ourselves, as well. 10am-
11:15pm, Spertus Institute 610 S. Michi-
gan Ave., www.urbanvillagechurch.org

Urban Village Church: Andersonville ser-
vice Andersonville is a neighborhood full 
of passion, art, diversity, and eclectic 
energy, all which makes Urban Village 
Church thrilled to be joining the commu-
nity! 10:30am-11:45am, 1602 W. Ainslie 
(at Ashland), www.newchicagochurch.com

Urban Village Church: Wicker Park eve-
ning service Wicker Park is a neighbor-
hood full of passion, art, diversity, and 
eclectic energy, all which make Urban Vil-
lage Church thrilled to be in the commu-
nity! 5pm-7pm, 1502 N. Hoyne (At LeM-
oyne), www.newchicagochurch.com

8th Annual LoveFest; Chicago Black Gay 
Men’s Caucus Launch of “Healthy Is Sexy” 
Lifestyle Campaign to bring awareness to 
LGBT health and wellness management. 
Performances by legendary dance diva 
Crystal Waters and Chicago’s very own 
Cyon Flare. A free event, LoveFest is an 
annual summer “edu-tainment” festival 
designed for the African-American LGBT 
community, more specifically gay and 
bisexual men. Yoga, obstacle courses, 
kickboxing, volleyball, health and well-
ness free private “Doc Chat” sessions with 
skilled medical professionals, screenings 
for HIV/STIs, hepatitis C, diabetes, obe-
sity. 12pm-8pm, Jackson Park ,63rd & Cor-
nell Dr., www.chiblackgaucaucus.org

Out At Wrigley Market to Market’s LGBT 
sporting event pits the Chicago Cubs vs. 
the Colorado Rockies and provides 150 
fans the opportunity to purchase VIP 
(all-inclusive) Budweiser Patio rooftop-
like seats inside Wrigley Field for $130. 

250 additional bleacher seats near the 
patio are also available for $50. 1:30pm-
4:30pm, Wrigley Field, 1060 W Addison 
St., www.outatwrigley.com

Sharon Needles: Invasion of the Needle 
Snatchers Catch RuPaul’s Drag Race win-
ner Sharon Needles at this special two-day 
Spin gig. Two performances at 10pm and 
11pm. Spin Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont 
Ave., www.spin-nightclub.com

Monday, Aug. 27 
Job Club The Center on Halsted has set 

aside time in the Cyber Center for folks 
who are looking for work. Patrons are 
welcome to stop by and work on their re-
sumes and cover letters, search for jobs, 
and work on any other job related tasks. 
FREE; 10am-12pm, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted St.

Facing History and Ourselves Portraits of 
Courage features photographs and narra-
tives of the unsung heroes behind 12 ini-
tiatives making positive changes in com-
munities across Chicago, including former 
eighth grade classmates Jacques Agbobly, 
Diamond Lenoir and Elizabeth Adebiyi, 
who created an anti-bullying and LGBTQ 
awareness assembly at Chicago’s Stockton 
Elementary. Through Nov. 11; 1:30pm, 
Harold Washington Public Library, 400 S. 
State St., www.facinghistory.org

Tuesday, Aug. 28 
Gay men’s book club The Gay Men’s Book 

Discussion Group is open to men of all 
ages who are interested in reading works 
of gay male-themed fiction and non-fic-
tion. At each month’s gathering, a book 
is discussed which participants have read 
ahead of time. Books are chosen by group 
participants in advance. The books select-
ed are usually available from area librar-
ies. 7:30pm-9pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 
N Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

Wed., Aug. 29 
Gay/Lesbian Chamber 6th Annual Private 

Boat Cruise Aboard Chicago’s First Lady, 
dinner buffet, open bar, fireworks on the 
lake. Boarding 6:30pm sharp. Cruising till 
10pm. Fireworks on the Lake at 9:30pm. 
At Michigan & Wacker, www.glchamber.org

Curtains Up! Showtune Video Night Come 
and enjoy the music of the Great White 
Way and the Silver Screen, 9pm, The Call 
(Chicago), 1547 W Bryn Mawr Ave.

Thursday, Sept. 6 
Hal Sparks Actor/comedian performing  

stand-up through Sept. 8. $23-$27; 8pm, 
Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave., www.
maynestage.com .

CALL OF JUDY

Judy Fabjance will perform 
her one-woman show, Are You 
There Judy? It’s Me, Cancer, at 
Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont 
Ave.
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SHARON IS CARIN’

Sharon Needles will be 
at Spin, 800 W. Belmont 
Ave.
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THE FEST AND THE FURIOUS
Sunday, Aug. 26
The Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus will hold its 
annual LoveFest at Jackson Park.
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“Come on lady, slow down—you don’t need to 
do that anymore. Don’t you wanna have a nice 
holiday somewhere and like, gain 20 pounds and 
not fucking care?”—Belinda Carlisle answers a 
question about what she’d say to Madonna, who 
was born one day before her. Happy birthday 
to both gals, who surely celebrated in different 
ways last week.
 Picture it—Italy, last week. A handsome young 
man of indeterminate age with sun-kissed skin 
and a shade of hair not found on the color spec-
trum is rushing to meet friends at a local trat-
toria. He weaves his way through a busy piazza 
when suddenly everything screeches to a halt. 
The silence is deafening. The lad takes advan-
tage of this potentially brief calm to weave his 
way through the crowd, when he hears a priest 
chanting in Latin. He turns to flee and nearly 
topples a venerated object several centuries old. 
An audible gasp is heard as our hero has ap-
parently stumbled in front of a procession com-
memorating the Assumption of the Virgin Mary. 

I was that lad and, as a flock of nuns silently 
passed with scorn in their eyes, I wondered if I 
am doomed to eternal damnation.
 I’ve previously discussed the assortment of 
penises that made their way into the Olympics. 
In addition to those flaunted by the U.S. rowers, 
there were some notable appearances courtesy 
of the South African rowers, an Egyptian wres-
tler, a Portuguese runner and a Swedish track 
star. But when it comes to Olympic penises, no 
one can touch the 2008 Icelandic men’s Olympic 
handball team ... or maybe you can. As I’m sure 
you don’t know off the top of your head, they 
took the silver medal in the Beijing games, mak-
ing the 15 men national heroes. Upon return-
ing home, they were honored in many places, 
including the renowned Icelandic Phallological 
Museum, which I have visited. This museum is, 
as you would guess, dedicated to penises of 
various species. An artist (who happens to be 
the daughter of the museum curator) made a 
sculpture depicting 15 erect penises in silver—
presumably it would have been in gold if they 
won first place. The team members find this to 
be a dubious distinction: “We didn’t have a ses-

sion after the games, if that’s what you mean. 
I think it’s a little bit weird, to be honest.” The 
artist confirmed this: “I didn’t have any models. 
I just made them from my own experience.” Oh, 
those wacky Icelandeans!
 Anderson Cooper has found himself in the 
midst of a news story that I’m sure he’d term 
“RidicuList.” For the past three years, he’s been 
dating sexy Ben Maisani, the 39-year-old owner 
of the NYC gay bar Eastern Bloc. The twosome 
are often seen on the streets of NYC and are 
rumored to be living together in Cooper’s con-
verted firehouse. Since Cooper came out, rumors 
have abounded that the couple would soon wed. 
That’s all questionable now as Maisani was re-
cently snapped by the paparazzi canoodling 
with someone who most certainly was not the 
silver fox. Cooper and Maisani had just landed 
in Croatia for a holiday when the photos hit the 
street (or, more likely, the web). In short order, 
Maisani returned to the States, leaving Anderson 
overseas with pals Andy Cohen, Kelly Ripa and 
Mark Consuelos. Of course, there’s lots we don’t 
know. Some alleged insiders are claiming that 
they are in an open relationship, so it’s no big 
deal. Others say this mystery guy is a third mem-
ber of their relationship. Still others claim that 
Coop is more pissed off about the photos being 
public and speculation that he’s being cheated 
on than by the situation itself. Not surprisingly, 
Cooper has not commented on the story. 
 While some scandals are caused by a photo, 
Derek Hough has found himself in the middle of 
a scandal for the exact opposite reason. Accord-
ing to reports, the Dancing with the Stars stud 
was in Salt Lake City to see alleged girlfriend 
Katherine Jenkins in concert with the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir. And, of course, what do you 
do after spending an evening with a bunch of 
Mormons? Go to a gay dance club—as so many 
straight men do. And Derek was allegedly wear-
ing “skintight, shiny silver pants”—as so many 
... oh, never mind. A man named Ken Lee told 
the National Enquirer that he asked Hough if he 
could take a photo with him. Allegedly, Derek 
got into a huff (sorry, I couldn’t resist) and “got 
all nervous and fidgety and stammered, ‘No, no, 
no—not here!’” Lee added, “Derek very well may 
not be gay, but he sure was dressed pretty and 
threw an impressive hissy fit when I asked for a 
photo!” Of course, gay rumors are nothing new 
to Hough. He once said, “I’ve been called gay 
forever because I’m a dancer.” Um, I don’t think 
that’s the reason.
 You’ve all heard about the casting changes for 
season two of Smash. Both Brian d’Arcy James 
and Will Chase are gone, leaving Debra Mess-
ing with a significant gap to be filled. Enter the 
dashing Daniel Sunjata, who was nude in the 
Broadway production of Take Me Out. From the 
footage that can be seen on BillyMasters.com, I 
think he’ll fill that void rather snugly.
 When George Michael and Posh Spice are seri-
ously considering a trip to Iceland, it’s time for 
me to end yet another column. Before I close, 
I must acknowledge the passing of Helen Gurley 
Brown. I met the Cosmo girl when I attended 
my first Academy Awards. Her husband was be-
ing honored so she hurried back from the ladies 
room, dashing past me in a flurry of feathers 
that spontaneously prompted me to yell, “Run, 
Gurley, run!” Oh, we had a good laugh about 
that. ... I believe while she was molting. She 
was certainly one-of-a-kind and will be missed. 
What you should never miss is checking out 
www.BillyMasters.com, where the early bird al-
ways catches the worm. For your specific ques-
tions, send them to Billy@BillyMasters.com and 
I promise to get back to you before I yell “Run, 
girlie, run” to Derek Hough! So, until next time, 
remember, one man’s filth is another man’s bi-
ble.
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BILLY MASTERS

Anderson Cooper needed to get away, Billy 
says.

CLICKTOWIN!
See 

Brandi 
Carlile
Sat. Oct. 20
@ The Chicago 
Theatre
with special guest
Blitzen Trapper
 
www.ticketmaster.com
www.thechicagotheatre.com

ENTER TO WIN two tickets by sending 
an email with “BRANDI” 
in the subject line to

click2win@hotmail.com
by Mon., Sept. 3 to be entered.

Winner will be selected at random from all 
entries and will be notified via email. One 
entry per person, please.

ON SALE NOW

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 29

800-745-3000 | TICKETMASTER.COM  |  LIVENATION.COM
THECHICAGOTHEATRE.COM

3349 N. HALSTED
SIDETRACKCHICAGO.COM

®

/SidetrackBar

Memorable afternoon or evening gatherings... small or large.
For a good time call 773.477.9189

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com


BY ROSS FORMAN
 

Chicago was well represented at the annual Gay 
Softball World Series, played Aug. 14-18 in Min-
neapolis, as two of the five teams returned home 
with third-place trophies.

The Chicago Menace, competing in the top-
tiered, 11-team A-Division, had its best showing 
ever. The team finished fifth in the tournament 
last year and seventh in 2010, its first year of 
play.

“We had really high expectations; we thought 
we had put together a team that this year could 
take it all, and I think we could have. It just 
came down to hitting in a timely fashion; that’s 
always an issue at that level. Unfortunately, we 
didn’t do it in a couple of games,” said Menace 
captain Cameron Turner. “Overall, we’re happy, 
but we want to improve next year.”

Chicago Sidetrack, meanwhile, was in the six-
team 50-and-over Master’s Division.

“I thought it was a pretty well-run, successful 
tournament. The weather, for the most part, was 
pretty cooperative,” Turner said. “I know the 
Sidetrack Blues [in C-Division] had a really good 
showing overall, same for Roscoe’s Reapers.” 

The Phoenix Toros eliminated the Menace 15-
4. The Atlanta Sluggers ultimately won the A-
Division, defeating the Toros.

“I think we were right there, right with the 
first- and second-place teams,” Turner said. 

The Menace’s leaders were Charles Piper and 
Kevin Ball, “who were absolutely amazing” dur-
ing the series, Turner said. “Charles was hitting 
lights-out throughout the series. Every at-bat, it 
seemed like he was hitting a triple or home run. 
He had an amazing, amazing offensive tourna-
ment. Plus, he played great defensively in left 
field. Kevin Ball hit amazingly, too, and he bat-

tled defensively as the team’s pitcher, especially 
after breaking a finger on Friday.”

Chicago Sidetrack lost twice Aug. 18, ulti-
mately falling to the Los Angeles Gang Grey 19-
9.

The Chicago Dragons finished 17th in the 34-
team B-Division.

The Chicago Sidetrack Blues finished 17th in 
the 53-team C-Division, with the Boston Rebels 
ultimately eliminating the team 8-5.

The Chicago Roscoe’s Reapers finished 13th 
overall in C-Division. Despite winning four 
straight in the losers’ bracket, the Reapers lost 
to the Atlanta Menace 12-6.

Shawn Albritton, the former president of the 
Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association, was 
one of the umpires in the series—and also was 
selected to work a championship game.

A Division
1st: Atlanta Sluggers
2nd: Phoenix Roscoes Coors Light HP2 Toros
3rd: Chicago Menace
4th: Fort Lauderdale Noize
 
B Division:
1st: Long Beach Rounders 2.0
2nd: San Diego Spikes
3rd: Boston Cafe Club Angels
4th: Portland Brewers
 
C Division:
1st: Tampa Venom
2nd: Orlando Royalty
3rd: Atlanta Menace
4th: Houston Toros
 
D Division:
1st: Seattle Inferno
2nd: Tulsa Razors
3rd: Philadelphia Honey Badgers
4th: Twin Cities Titans
 
Masters Division:
1st: Seattle Strokes
2nd: LA Gang Grey
3rd: Chicago Sidetrack
4th: Twin Cities Line Drive
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Chicago shows strength 
at Gay Softball World Series

A Chicago Meance player at the World Series. 
Photo by Carmelo Duarte

BY ROSS FORMAN
 
Katie Romano has more gold for the mantel.

Romano—playing wide forward and scor-
ing twice as well as dishing off three as-
sists—helped the United States capture the 
gold medal at the 2012 World Deaf Football 
Championships, played in late July in Ankara, 
Turkey. (“Football” in Europe is what U.S. 
residents call “soccer.”)

Romano, 26—who lives in Huntley, Ill., 
works as a package handler for FedEx Ground 
and is married to her wife, Casandra Cat-
touse—was the lone Chicago-area player on 
the U.S. team.

The United States defeated Russia 1-0 for 
the title July 28, wrapping up the 12-day 
event. Stacy Messner scored the lone goal in 
the gold-medal game.

“I thought [winning the gold] was the most 
beautiful thing to see on the field,” Roma-
no said. “I was so excited that I got goose 
bumps when I saw the ball [go in] the net. I 
felt awesome knowing that we had the lead,” 
when Messner scored.

Romano has played soccer since she was 
8, including all four years at Bartlett High 
School. She then played four years in col-
lege—one year at Harper College in Palatine, 
and then at Gallaudet University in Washing-
ton, D.C., where she was the team MVP and 
an all-star player all three years (2005-2008). 

She became a member of the deaf nation-
al soccer team after graduating from high 
school in 2004, and went to the first Deafly-
mpics in Melbourne, Australia, in 2005, where 
her team won the gold medal. In 2009, at 
the second Deaflympics in Taipei, Taiwan, she 
again won the gold medal. 

“There is no comparison with all [of the] 
gold [medals] that I have won,” Romano said. 
“They all are amazing and the best experience 
that anyone can have. Knowing that my hard 
work has paid off.”

Earlier in the tournament, the United States 
defeated Russia (1-0), Japan (4-1), Germany 
(8-0) and Poland (3-1).

“Fitness, teamwork and, most importantly, 
the bonding with the team,” were key, Ro-
mano said. “We all came to Turkey with one 
goal—to win the World Cup.

“My job was to stay wide, so I can pull the 
defenders away from middle, and that’s when 
our center forward scored the goal in the final 
against the Russia. 

“Running for 90 minutes in 95-to-100-de-
gree weather was a very hard thing to do. 
After every game all of us had to sit in the ice 
tub to [help] our legs recover.”

The United States outscored its opponents 
17-5.

Romano had two of the U.S. goals, includ-
ing an early tally against Germany, which, she 
said, “helped the team fire up and dominate 
the game.”

“I was on fire in the Germany game. I played 
so well that everyone asked me who I was.”

Romano said one of her favorite off-the-
field Turkish highlights was a trip to a mu-
seum to visit the tomb of Turkey’s first presi-
dent. “It was very beautiful place,” she said.

AIDS Run & Walk 
changes date

The date for the 2012 AIDS Run & Walk Chi-
cago has been changed to Sunday, Sept. 30. 

The event will still start from Soldier Field 
and offer 5K and 10K routes along the lake-
front. The run/walk is a fundraiser for dozens 
of organizations that provide life-saving ser-
vices for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Event registration is $30 in advance and 
$50 on-site. To register as a fundraising in-
dividual or as a team, visit www.aidsrunwalk.
org or call 312-334-0946.

Chicago lesbian on world 
champion deaf soccer team

Katie Romano. Photo by Ross Forman

• Bankruptcy     • Wills, Trusts & Probate    
 • Real Estate Closings     • Civil Unions
19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603

312-263-8800              RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

ADVERTISEMENT

When experience counts...
In service to the community for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

DISABILITY AND SENIOR REAL ESTATE TAX BREAKS 

Q. I am receiving disability benefits and am having trouble affording the condominium I own. What 
can I do? 
A.  With high real estate taxes in the city, and every other suburb in Chicago, it makes sense to make sure 
you are taking advantage of all tax exemptions on your home. In Cook County there is the Disabled Persons’ 
Homeowner Exemption, which provides the disabled person with an annual reduction in the equalized 
assessed value on a primary residence. 
  In order to qualify you must be disabled or become disabled in the application year, must own or have a 
legal interest in the property, must have occupied the property as your principal residence and must be liable 
for the property taxes. See www.cookcountvassessor.com for more information.
  You must submit proof of your disability to the County which can be done with the following 
documentation: 
• A Class 2 Illinois Disabled Person Identification Card from the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office.  
  Note: Class 2 or Class 2A qualifies for this exemption; a Class 1 or 1A does not qualify.
• Proof of Social Security Administration disability benefits which includes an award letter, verification 
letter, or annual Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) letter. If you are under the age of 65 receiving 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability benefits, proof includes a letter indicating SSI payments.
• Proof of Veterans Administration disability benefits which includes an award letter or verification letter 
indicating you are receiving a pension for a non-service connected disability.
• Proof of Railroad or Civil Service disability benefits which includes an award letter or verification letter 
of total (100%) disability.
  If you are 65 or older you can take advantage of the Senior Citizen Exemption, which reduces the equalized 
value of qualified residence resulting in savings and can be combined with the Homeowners Exemption. 
Also, you can take advantage of the Senior Freeze Exemption, which freezes the equalized assessed value for 
the year preceding the application year. 
There is also the Circuit Breaker Program, administered through the Illinois Department on Aging, which  
provides grants to seniors and disabled persons to reduce the impact of taxes and the cost of prescription 
medication. This program provides tax grants to seniors who pay property taxes or who live in a nursing or 
retirement home that was subject to property taxes; more information is available through www.cbrx.il.gov.
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Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA

773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

www.debmurphy.com

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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Attorneys At Law
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Chicago, IL 60613
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991
All work done on premise.

Air Conditioning & Heating
100% Gay Owned & Operated
serving chicago and suburbs

Repair, Service & Installation
All Makes & Models

Same Rates for Day, Nights, 
Weekends & Holidays

Low Prices for the Community
Mention WCT for 10% off labor & parts

after the job is completed

847-529-0050
www.AmericanBudgetMechanicalService.com

CONNE IONSX MakE it YoUr BUsinEss

JOSEPH RICE
INTERIORS, INC.

CHICAGO
(773) 271-2361

www.josephriceinteriors.com
Specializing in Drapery Treatments

TexT for a free quoTe
773.230.8613

faCeBooK:
HuK CLeaNING CreW

www.hukcleaningcrew.com
hukcleaningcrew@yahoo.com

PeT 
frIeNDLY

A book of photographs by Kat Fitzgerald
(with additional photographers) and essays celebrating 

the special relationships of LGBTs and their mothers

A Tribute to Mothers of LGBTs
MOM

BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY

AVAILABLE NOW AT

5233 North Clark Street  
Chicago, IL 60640

(773) 769-9299

http://www.hukcleaningcrew.com
http://www.americanbudgetmechanicalservice.com
http://www.josephriceinteriors.com
http://www.debmurphy.com
http://www.clarkhill.com
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Add tax, title, license and doc fee. *0% APR for 60 months on all new vehicles. 0% APR for 60 mos. = $16.67 per $1000 fi nanced with approved credit. 0% APR available. 
Maximum balance to fi nance is $10,000. 0% APR for 24 mos = $41.66 per $1,000 fi nanced with approved credit. Offers end 08/31/12.
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2011 FORD ESCAPE

Black, 26K Miles, Stk#50960Black, 26K Miles, Stk#50960

$24,992
2011 MAZDA CX-9 AWD

Loaded, 19K Miles, Stk#50972Loaded, 19K Miles, Stk#50972
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2012 LINCOLN MKT

*
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Joliet  Road

6200 S LaGrange Rd • Countryside, IL 
708-354-8600

www.westfi eldford.com

SALES HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9AM - 9PM, 
Sat. 10AM - 5PM

www.westfi eldford.com

Visit Us 24 Hours A Day...
...Seven Days A Week at...

www.westfi eldford.com

6200 S LaGrange Rd • Countryside, IL 
708-354-8600

www.westfi eldford.comwww.westfi eldford.com
...Seven Days A Week at...
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FOR THE PRICE THAT’S THE BEST

CHOOSE FROM OVER 200 QUALITY PRE-DRIVEN VEHICLES!

2004 Saturn Vue
$7,992Stk#T28311A

2003 Mercury Grand Marquis
$8,992Stk#25209A

2007 Pontiac G6
$11,992Stk#T27501C

2007 Buick LaCrosse
$12,992Stk#T28117B

2006 Honda Accord
$12,992Stk#T28122B

2010 Nissan Sentra
$14,992Stk#25149A

2011 Buick Regal
$21,992Stk#25253A

2009 Lincoln MKS
$23,992Stk#25282A

2008 Ford Taurus Ltd.
$23,992Stk#51013

2010 Ford Edge Ltd.
$27,992Stk#T27702A

2011 Nissan Murano 
$27,9927 Psgr, Stk#50930A

2009 Ford F-150
$35,99220K Mi, Stk#T28546A

2011 Ford Flex Ltd Eco Boost
$35,992Stk#T28608B

2011 Ford Fusion
$17,992Stk#50915

2009 Chevy Traverse
$17,992Stk#T28292B

2008 Nissan Maxima
$18,990Stk#T28206A

2011 Ford F-150
$19,992Stk#T27776B

2003 Porsche Boxster
$20,992Stk#25017B

http://www.westfieldford.com

