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Sidetrack marks 30
emotional years

By Ross FoRman
 
After the closing ceremony of the 2006 Gay Games, the 
sea of sporting LGBT individuals made its way south from 
Wrigley Field into the heart of Boystown, many heading 
directly to Sidetrack.
 The bar was almost instantly filled that Saturday after-
noon, with a lengthy line of others just waiting to get in.
 “The sound that you heard over the room, with multi-
ple languages [being spoken], along with the energy and 
excitement, it was unbelievable. It was a moment. There 
was an emotion in the air that was so incredible,” said 
Chuck Hyde, 50, who is general manager of the world-
renowned Lakeview bar on Halsted Street owned by life 
partners Arthur Johnston and Pepe Pena, both 68.
 Hyde, years later, still recalls the moment, the magic—
and a text message he received that night.
 Cyndi Lauper, who performed at that ceremony, also 
made a visit to Sidetrack that night, “and the bar went 
crazy,” Hyde said.
 Lauper then sent a text message to Hyde. It read, 
“Thank you, Chuck; we had a great time.”

 “That [text message] blew me away,” Hyde said.
 Sidetrack has, for 30 years, been the site of so many 
fond and memorable LGBT memories, moments that last 
a lifetime. The bar has survived “the plague years,” as 
Johnston defines the early HIV/AIDS era, and has since 
bloomed into an award-winning bar. On multiple occa-
sions it’s been tagged the best gay bar in the United 
States and the world.
 Sidetrack has even been successfully portrayed on 
stage by the Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus, which created a 
series of musicals based on the bar. When the play idea 
was pitched, Johnston said it was a “bad idea” and too 
much of an “in-joke.” However, every time any of the 
versions of the musical has been performed, with videos 
literally coming to life, the production has been a “major 
success,” Johnston said. “To walk into the theater and 
[basically see] Sidetrack on stage, it sent shivers to all 
of us. They did a hell of a job.”
 Pena added, “It was very surreal to see our bar on 
stage, but definitely great validation of the bar.”
 The three have heard the accolades for Sidetrack from 
around the world, literally. Johnston and Pena, for in-

stance, were at a small café in the 1990s in Istanbul. 
There were only a few others present, including visitors 
from France and Italy. When they heard Johnston and 
Pena were from Chicago, one of the foreigners said that 
they then must know this Chicago bar that is filled with 
TVs and people singing along with the music.
 “That was quite a surprise,” Pena said.
 Sidetrack is now a mega-bar, spanning 14,000 square 
feet, with capacity for 1,202 patrons when all areas are 
open. It has about 50 full-time employees, 20 part-tim-
ers—and 37 TVs.
 The 30-year celebration is Wednesday night, June 13. 
But does it feel like 30 years?
 No, the three owners said simultaneously.
 “Feels like a blink of an eye,” Pena said.
 “It’s gone by quickly; we obviously love our work and 
the business has been successful,” Johnston said.
 It’s been so successful that one of the most pervasive 
myths about Sidetrack remains—that it sells the most 
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actress-comedian Janeane Garofalo talks with Windy City Times about politics, reality TV and marriage 
equality. see page 29. Press photo
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The full Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals refused Tues-
day (June 5) to review a panel’s decision that Proposi-
tion 8 is unconstitutional. 
 The refusal means almost certainly that proponents of 
California’s ban on same-sex marriage will soon file an 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 With last week’s First Circuit decision striking a core 
section of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) also head-
ing to the nation’s highest court, it is now likely the 
Supreme Court will have two major same-sex marriage 
cases on their docket in October. The Ninth Circuit case, 
if accepted, would ask whether states can ban same-
sex couples from obtaining a marriage license; the First 
Circuit case, if accepted, would ask whether the federal 
government can refuse to recognize marriages licensed 
by states to same-sex couples. 
 The three-paragraph order stated that the request for 
a full court review “failed to receive a majority of the 
votes” of active judges. It also noted that the mandate 
would be stayed for 90 days to enable proponents of 
Proposition 8 to file an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.
 Accompanying the order was a dissent from three 

after 9th district 
move, prop 8 may 
head to Supreme 
Court
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MONROE DOCTRINE
Read Rev. Irene Monroe’s provocative 
article, “N.C. cleric wants gays behind 
electric fence.”
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When A Great Deal Matters, Shop Rob Paddor’s...

IMPORTS & DOMESTICS
‘09 VW Touareg VR6 AWD  Leather, Sunroof, Navi, Back-up Cam., White   ....$27,995
‘10 Mazda Speed3 Sport ..............Loaded, 6-Speed, Air, 32K, Red, 8619A  ....$21,795
‘09 Honda CRV EX-L AWD  .... Leather, Sunroof, Auto., 42K Green, 8443A  ....$20,495
‘11 Nissan Rogue 2.5S AWD  .. Automatic, Air, Full Power, Black, P4036  ....$18,495
‘11 Nissan Altima 2.5S  ............ Automatic, Air, Full Power, Silver, P4034  ....$17,995
‘08 Mazda CX-7 AWD   ......Automatic, Sunroof, Turbo, 58K, Red, P3986A  ....$17,495
‘10 Mazda5 Sport   2-to-Pick, Auto., Air, Full Power, Silver/Grey, P4038/39 ....$15,995
‘03 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 4x4  .. 2-Tops, Auto, 1-Owner, 6 Cyl., 8494A  ....$14,995
‘05 Toyota RAV-4 AWD ...... Automatic, Air, Full Power, 37K, Silver, P4041  ....$14,995
‘10 Toyota Corolla LE .......... Automatic, Full Power, Air, 32K, Grey, P4061  ....$14,495
‘11 Nissan Versa 1.8S  .............. Automatic, Air, Full Power, Black, P4035  ....$13,995
‘10 Toyota Corolla LE  ................ Automatic, Air, Full Power, Black, P4037  ....$13,995
‘09 Toyota Corolla LE ........ Automatic, Full Power, Air, 33K, Black, 8602A  ....$13,195
‘01 Honda CRV EX  AWD .................... Full Power, 5-Speed, Silver, 8391A  ......$9,995
‘02 Toyota Camry SE V6........ Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, Gold, P4032A  ......$7,995

SUBARU IMPREzAS
‘11 Impreza Prem. 5-Dr.  Sunroof, Auto., All Weather, B’tooth, Blue, P4064,...$18,995
‘11 Impreza Prem. 5-Dr.  Sunroof, Alloys, All Weather B’tooth, Silver, P406....$18,795
‘11 Impreza Prem. 4-Dr. Sunroof, Auto., All Weather, Bluetooth, 12K, P3990 $17,995
‘11 Subaru Impreza 5-Dr.  ........Automatic, Air, Full Power, White, P4056 ......$17,995
‘11 Impreza Prem. 4-Dr. Sunroof, Auto., All Weather, Bluetooth, 26K, P4044 $16,995

SUBARU FORESTERS
‘10 Forester Ltd.  .............. Leather, Sunroof, Heated Seats, 6K, Red P4048  ....$23,995
‘11 Forester Prem.   ..Moonroof, All Weather, Auto., Bluetooth Red, P3985 ......$20,995
‘09 Forester Ltd.  2-to-Pick, Leather, Sunroof, Green or Silver P4055/33A  ....$19,995
‘09 Forester Ltd.  .............. Leather, Sunroof, Auto., 6CD, 37K, Gold, 7611A  ....$19,495
‘09 Forester Prem.   ..Moonroof, All Weather, Automatic, 26K Grey, 8513A......$18,995
‘08 Forester LL Bean  ..Leather, Sunroof, Heated Pwr. Seats, Blue, P4007  ....$18,995
‘09 Forester Prem.  ....Moonroof, All Weather, Automatic, 27K Red, 8534A......$18,995
‘07 Subaru Forester   ..................Automatic, Air, Full Power, White, 8085A......$12,995
‘05 Subaru Forester   ..................Automatic, Air, Full Power, Silver, P4050 ........$9,995

SUBARU LEGACY / OUTBACKS
‘11 Outback Ltd./Navi  Trailer Hitch, Remote Start, Brass Hat, White P4068  $28,995
‘11 Outback 3.6R Ltd./Navi  ..Moonroof, Leather, Bluetooth, Red, P4049  ....$29,995
‘11 Legacy 3.6R Ltd./Navi   ....Leather, Sunroof, Bluetooth, Silver, P4051  ....$26,995
‘11 Outback Ltd.   ......Moonroof, Leather, Bluetooth, Rear Camera, P4030  ....$26,495
‘11 Outback Prem.  ..Power Seat, Alloys, All Weather, Auto., Silver, P4029  ....$22,495
‘11 Outback Prem.   ....Power Seat, Alloys, Automatic, Fogs, White, P4000  ....$21,995
‘10 Outback Prem.   ..Power Seat, Alloys, All Weather, Auto., Gold, 8532A  ....$21,495
‘11 Subaru Legacy Ltd.   Leather, Sunroof, Bluetooth, All Weather, P3937  ....$20,995
‘11 Legacy Prem.  Power Seat, All Weather, Auto., Silver or Red P4046/67  ....$19,995
‘09 Legacy SE 2 to Pick, Moonroof, Auto., Power Seat, Grey/Silver P4052/54 ..$17,495

SUBARU TRIBECAS
‘09 Tribeca Ltd./NAVI  ...... 7-Passenger,  Leather, Sunroof, Bronze P4071  ....$24,995

TOP-QUALITY INSPECTED USED CARS & SUV’S

Evanston Subaru in Skokie

Add tax, title license and $161.39 doc fee,. **Finance on approved credit score, sub-
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A unanimous three-judge panel of the First Cir-
cuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruled May 31 that 
the core part of the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), barring federal recognition of marriag-
es of same-sex couples, is unconstitutional. An 
appeal of that decision is expected to be filed 
fairly quickly with the U.S. Supreme Court and is 
likely to be before the high court this fall.
 The First Circuit panel said that, under simple 
rational review of the law, the same-sex couples 
seeking to overturn DOMA “cannot prevail.” 
However—importantly—the panel also said 
that, because DOMA implicates both equal pro-
tection and federalism, the law requires “a clos-
er-than-usual review based in part on discrepant 
impact among married couples and in part on 
the importance of state interests in regulating 
marriage.”
 In its 33-page decision, the judges affirmed 
the U.S. District Court ruling that DOMA vio-
lates the equal protection rights guaranteed 
by the U.S. Constitution. It did not agree that 
DOMA also violates the spending clause or Tenth 
Amendment rights of states. While DOMA does 
“intrude” into a realm of law “primarily confided 
to state regulations,” said the panel, “Never-
theless, Congress surely has an interest in who 
counts as married.”
 “That Congress has traditionally looked to 
state law to determine the answer [to what de-
fines marriage] does not mean that the Tenth 
Amendment or Spending Clause require it to do 
so.”
 “However,” said the panel, “the denial of fed-
eral benefits to same-sex couples lawfully mar-
ried does burden the choice of states like Mas-
sachusetts to regulate the rules and incidents of 
marriage. ... These consequences do not violate 
the Tenth Amendment or Spending Clause, but 
Congress’ effort to put a thumb on the scales 
and influence a state’s decision as to how to 
shape its own marriage laws does bear on how 
the justifications are assessed.” 
 It then proceeded to reject—using an “in-
tensified scrutiny”—each of the arguments put 
forth by the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group 
(BLAG), a Republican-dominated Congressional 
committee that authorized an outside attorney 
to defend DOMA in federal lawsuits around the 
country. Those arguments included such things 
as “preserving scarce government resources,” 
“support child rearing,” and to preserve the tra-
ditional definition of marriage.
 “For 150 years, this desire to maintain tradi-
tion would alone have been justification enough 
for almost any statute,” said the panel. “… But 
Supreme Court decisions in the last fifty years 
call for closer scrutiny of government action 
touching upon minority group interests and of 
federal action in areas of traditional state con-
cern.” 
 “To conclude, many Americans believe that 
marriage is the union of a man and a woman, 
and most Americans live in states where that 
is the law today,” said the panel. “One virtue 
of federalism is that it permits this diversity of 
governance based on local choice, but this ap-
plies as well to the states that have chosen to 
legalize same-sex marriage. Under current Su-
preme Court authority, Congress’ denial of fed-
eral benefits to same-sex couples lawfully mar-
ried in Massachusetts has not been adequately 
supported by any permissible federal interest.”
 “We think that this is a fantastic decision 
that is crisp and solid and well-reasoned,” said 
GLAD’s Bonauto. “And it’s really rooted in the 

last 50 years of equal protection jurisprudence 
and federalism jurisprudence.”
 U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., said the 
ruling “vindicates the decision by the Obama 
administration not to defend the “Defense of 
Marriage Act,” which denies rights to millions of 
Americans. It is also a tribute to the thought-
ful, principled legal strategy by Mary Bonauto 
and her associates at Gay & Lesbian Advocates 
& Defenders.”
 “I am confident that the U.S. Supreme Court 
will add its support for this decision which is so 
firmly grounded in long-standing American con-
stitutional principles,” said Frank.
 The universal reaction among LGBT-rights 
groups was similar.
 “Whether it is California’s Proposition 8 or the 
so-called Defense of Marriage Act, court after 
court has affirmed that marriage discrimination 
against gay and lesbian Americans is unfair, 
unjust, and unconstitutional,” said Adam Um-
hoefer, executive director of the American Foun-
dation for Equal Rights, which has been pressing 
the challenge to California’s same-sex marriage 
ban. That challenge has succeeded at the U.S. 
district court and Ninth Circuit panel levels. It 
is now awaiting word on whether the full Ninth 
Circuit will hear an appeal of those lower court 
decisions. 
 In coming to its decision, the panel decided 
that an earlier First Circuit decision on a case 
challenging “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” “has already 
declined” to grant “suspect classification” to 
laws based on “sexual preference.” And the 
panel said it was neither empowered nor willing 
to “create such a new suspect classification for 
same-sex relationships.”
 It also ruled that, while a 1972 U.S. Supreme 
Court dismissal of Baker v. Nelson is “precedent 
binding on us,” subsequent U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions—in such cases as Romer v. Evans and 
Lawrence v. Texas—make its usefulness in the 
current cases limited. In Baker, a gay couple in 
Minnesota appealed a ruling of their state’s su-
preme court that held the state could deny them 
a marriage license. The U.S. Supreme Court, in 
1972, dismissed the couple’s appeal. BLAG at-
torney Paul Clement had argued the First Circuit 
was bound to do the same with the DOMA chal-
lenge.
 The panel stayed its decision, meaning the 
federal government is not obliged to immedi-
ately begin recognizing same-sex marriages. But 

Mary Bonauto, lead attorney for same-sex cou-
ples on the case, said she expects the decision 
will be appealed in short order. 
 The decision was written by Judge Michael 
Boudin and joined by Chief Judge Sandra Lynch 
and Judge Juan Torruella. The panel heard oral 
arguments in the two cases—Gill v. Office of Per-
sonnel Management and Massachusetts v. Health 
and Human Services—on April 4.
 The “case” before the panel was a consolida-
tion of three cases, brought by Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) and by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. They are generally 
referred to as Gill v. Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.
 In Gill, GLAD argued that DOMA’s ban on fed-
eral recognition of same-sex marriages violates 
the equal protection of same-sex couples. In 
Massachusetts v. HHS, the state argued that it 
interfered with the state’s authority to regulate 
marriage. In Hara v. OPM, GLAD argued a very 
narrow case involving the benefits due to one 
plaintiff, Dean Hara, the widow of the late U.S. 
Rep. Gerry Studds.
  U.S. District Court Judge Joseph Tauro ruled 
in July 2010 that Section 3 of DOMA violates the 
U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of equal protec-

tion, its Spending Clause and the Tenth Amend-
ment right of states to sovereignty. 
Section 3 of the federal law, passed in 1996, 
states that, for federal government purposes, 
“the word ‘marriage’ means only a legal union 
between one man and one woman as husband 
and wife, and the word ‘spouse’ refers only to a 
person of the opposite sex who is a husband or 
a wife.” None of the First Circuit lawsuits chal-
lenged the section of DOMA that enables any 
state to ignore valid marriage licenses issued to 
a same-sex couple in other states.
 ©2012 by Keen news service. all rights re-
served.
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Obama issues pride
Month proclamation
 President Obama has issued a proclamation 
for Pride Month. The proclamation says, in 
part:
 “Since I took office, my administration 
has worked to broaden opportunity, advance 
equality, and level the playing field for LGBT 
people and communities. 
 “We have fought to secure justice for all 
under the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, 
Jr., Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and we have 
taken action to end housing discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity. We expanded hospital visitation rights for 
LGBT patients and their loved ones, and under 
the Affordable Care Act, we ensured that in-
surance companies will no longer be able to 
deny coverage to someone just because they 
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. 
 “Because we understand that LGBT rights 
are human rights, we continue to engage 
with the international community in promot-
ing and protecting the rights of LGBT persons 
around the world. Because we repealed ‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell,’ gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Americans can serve their country openly, 
honestly and without fear of losing their jobs 
because of whom they love. And because 
we must treat others the way we want to 
be treated, I personally believe in marriage 
equality for same-sex couples.”
 There is also a “President Obama Celebrates 
Pride Month” video on YouTube.
 Throughout the month, there will also be 
periodic updates at www.whitehouse.gov/
LGBT. 

Calif. Senate passes
‘ex-gay’ measure
 The California state Senate approved a bill 
designed to limit the ability of mental-health 
providers throughout the state to engage in 
so-called “ex-gay therapy,” also called “con-
version therapy” or “reparative therapy, ac-
cording to an Equality California (EQCA) press 
release. 

 If the Assembly approves the measure and 
Gov. Jerry Brown signs it, California would be 
the first state to ban licensed mental-health 
professionals from trying to change the sexu-
al orientation of minors.
 State Sen. Ted Lieu, D-Torrance, authored 
the bill; EQCA, the National Center for Les-
bian Rights, Mental Health America of North-
ern California, Gaylesta and Lambda Legal co-
sponsored it.
 “Being lesbian or gay or bisexual is not a 
disease or mental disorder for the same rea-
son that being a heterosexual is not a disease 
or a mental disorder,” Lieu said. “The medical 
community is unanimous in stating that ho-
mosexuality is not a medical condition.”

dIFFa gala June 9
 DIFFA (The Design Industries Foundation 
Fighting AIDS)/Chicago is holding its Believe 
2012 GardenGala Saturday, June 9, 6:30 p.m.-
2 a.m., at the Marriott Downtown Chicago, 
541 N. Rush St.
 GardenGala will feature an organic farm-
to-table dining experience and live auction 
bookended by a cocktail reception and the 
dancing/desserts segment.
 Tickets are $500 each; see www.DIFFAChi-
cago.org.

pFlaG ‘heartland’
event June 6
 On Wed., June 6, the 2nd annual “PFLAG 
National Celebrates the Heartland” will be 
held at the Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted St.
 The event will be 6-8:30 p.m., with honors 
beginning at 7 p.m. Center on Halsted CEO 
Modesto “Tico” Valle and About Face Theatre 
will be the honorees. 
 Roosevelt University President Charles Mid-
dleton and Council for Adult and Experiential 
Learning President/CEO Pamela Tate are event 
co-chairs.
 Tickets are $75-$200 each; visit www.pflag.
org.
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Summerdale Stage : Clark & Summerdale
PLUS the Family Fun Area sponsored by Alamo Shoes

SATURDAY
12:00 PM Pet Parade
1:00 PM Bubbles Academy
2:00 PM Dream Big Performing Arts
2:30 PM Little Linguists Academy
3:00 PM L’il Buds Theatre Company
4:00 PM Gus Giordano Dance School
5:00 PM The Revelettes
6:00 PM The Dirty Rooks

SUNDAY
12:00 PM Andersonville Suzuki
1:00 PM Trowbridge Guitar Studio
2:00 PM Toys Et Cetera Kids Talent Show
3:00 PM Dream Big Performing Arts
3:30 PM Design Dance
4:00 PM The Old Town School of Folk Music   
     presents:  Dream Tree Shakers
6:00 PM Lucy Smith & The Gents

Swedish Stage:   Clark & Foster 
Sponsored by The Swedish American Museum

SATURDAY
11:30 AM  Opening Ceremony
11:45 AM  Traditional Maypole Dance
12:15 PM  Swedish American Children’s  
     Choir
12:40 PM  Merula Swedish Choir
1:05 PM  Chicago Spelmanslag
1:25 PM  Nordic Folkdancers

SUNDAY
12:00 PM  Nordland Band

South Stage:  Clark & Foster
Sponsored by Simon's Tavern

SATURDAY
2:00 PM The Webstirs
4:00 PM Nicholas Tremulis
6:00 PM Dolly Varden
8:00 PM The Del Marracos

SUNDAY
2:00 PM The New Invaders
4:00 PM Planet Claire
6:00 PM Expo 76
8:00 PM Get Up With The Get Downs

Center Stage : Clark & Berwyn

SATURDAY
11:00 AM Jesse Thomas & His Electric  
      Band
1:00 PM Chicago Samba
2:30 PM Chicago Spirit Brigade
3:00 PM The Joans
4:30 PM Windy City Cowboys
5:00 PM Stann Champion's Roots  
     Rock Society
7:00 PM Rock Candy

SUNDAY
11:00 AM Deliverance Singers Gospel  
     Brunch
1:30 PM Chicago Spirit Brigade
2:00 PM Devin & The Straights
4:00 PM Liquid Soul
6:00 PM Artbeat Live
7:00 PM Maggie Speaks

ANDERSONVILLE47th ANNUAL

JUNE 9-10, 2012
SAT / SUN 11am-10pm

Great Music  •  Arts & Crafts  •  Delicious Great Music  •  Arts & Crafts  •  Delicious 
Food & Drink  •  Rain Or Shine  •  All AgesFood & Drink  •  Rain Or Shine  •  All Ages

$5.00
Su ggest ed Dona t i onSu ggest ed Dona t i on

Free admission all weekend 
to the Swedish American 

Museum

Benefits the Andersonville Chamber of Commerce and the Andersonville Development Corporation
www.andersonville.org

FEST

North Stage:  Clark & Catalpa

SATURDAY
11:00 AM Henhouse Prowlers
1:00 PM Daphne Willis
2:30 PM Windy City Cowboys
3:00 PM Guy King’s Little Big Band
4:30 PM Chicago Spirit Brigade
5:00 PM Chicago Afrobeat
7:00 PM Wedding Banned

SUNDAY
9:30 AM Hatha Yoga with Bikram Yoga  
    Andersonville
12:00 PM Lakeside Pride Shhh...OUT!  Jazz  
    Ensemble 
1:00 PM Al Rose
2:30 PM Chicago Spirit Brigade
3:00 PM The Right Now
5:00 PM Bumpus
7:00 PM 16 Candles

KICK-OFF with 16 CANDLES!

FRI 5pm-10pmNEW NIGHT! 

North Stage:  Clark & Catalpa
(Vendors from Balmoral to Catalpa)

5:00 pm DJ Dan Luna
7:00 pm 16 Candles

Out Rock Stage: Clark & Balmoral
Sponsored by Hamburger Mary’s
& Gay Chicago TV

SATURDAY
12:00 PM KAVUS
2:00 PM Fatally Cool
4:00 PM Ian Wilson
6:00 PM Mindy Bartlett
7:00 PM Stephen Leonard

SUNDAY
12:00 PM Je� Brown
2:00 PM Je�rey Altergott
4:00 PM Dawn Xiana Moon
6:00 PM Monica Del Castillo
7:00 PM Sami Grisafe

Also featuring MaryOke! both days - 
visit the stage for details and come 
sing your heart out!

JUNE 8, 2012
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http://www.andersonville.org


June 6, 2012 WINDY CITY TIMES6

By CaRRie maXWeLL

During this year’s Pride Month, Target will be 
selling a variety of T-shirts under the banner 
“Wear it With Pride” to benefit the Family Equal-
ity Council, a Washington, D.C.-based advocacy 
group that supports LGBT parents and their 
families.
 Target spokesperson Molly Snyder told Windy 
City Times, “We are pleased to bring our guests 
an assortment of pride merchandise while, in 
turn, helping support the LGBT community 
through the donation of 100 percent of the pur-
chase price to the Family Equality Council. Our 
relationship with the Family Equality Council 
predates the launch of this T-shirt line. Target 
was a founding partner of Rainbow Families in 
1999—the organization merged with the Fam-
ily Equality Council in 2008. Target has since 
awarded thousands of dollars in grants to the 
organization over the last 10 years and has been 
a sponsor of the Rainbow Families Conference 
for the last three years.”
 Family Equality Council Executive Director 
Jennifer Chrisler confirmed Target’s support for 
the organization: “Most recently, Target was 
a supporter of our successful Midwest Family 
Equality Conference in Minneapolis on April 28 
which brought together LGBT families and sup-
porters from across Minnesota to discuss issues 
important to our families.
 “We are excited about this new and innova-
tive partnership with Target to help support 
LGBT moms and dads. Target shares our goal of 
creating a world where all loving families are 
respected, protected and celebrated and we are 
glad to be partnering with them to advance 
these ideals. We look forward to seeing hundreds 

of thousands of happy families made up of LGBT 
parents proudly sporting the pride merchandise 
in their communities and at pride celebrations 
throughout the country. Since announcing the 
T-shirt promotion we’ve received many positive 
responses from our supporters. “
 The charitable T-shirts—which are $12.99 
each and only available on-line—include 10 dif-
ferent designs with two of the designs coming 
from rock singer Gwen Stafani. Donations will 
be capped at $120,000, $30,000 less than the 
$150,000 Target donated to the group Minneso-

ta Forward. Minnesota Forward supported anti-
gay Minnesota gubernatorial GOP candidate Tom 
Emmer in 2010. (Emmer lost to Democrat Mark 
Dayton, an LGBT and marriage-equality support-
er.) When asked why the donation will be capped 
at $120,000 representatives from Target didn’t 
provide an answer. 
 Chrisler explained that the donation from the 
T-shirt sales is in addition to the direct dona-
tion that their organization already receives 
from Target. “Also, the on-line sales strategy 
ties into the short time frame the T-shirts are 
being offered and the logistics around placing 
merchandise in stores,” said Chrisler. 
 The genesis of the T-shirt promotion, accord-
ing to Snyder, came from Target’s LGBTA Busi-
ness Council—individuals from across the orga-
nization and customer who wanted to see pride 
merchandise for sale. 

 Since Target’s donation to Minnesota Forward 
the retail chain has seen some of its support 
from the LGBT community waver with boycotts 
and protests just outside their stores. Last year, 
Lady Gaga nixed a deal to sell an exclusive de-
luxe edition of her recent album Born This Way 
in Target stores, however, recently The Ellen De-
Generes Show teamed up with Target to give $5 
million to schools in need.  

 Regarding past political donations Chrisler 
said, “We are confident that Target shares our 
goal of creating a world where all our families—
including families with parents who are LGBT—
are respected, protected and celebrated.”
 As for Target’s business decisions and the en-
tire LGBT community Snyder said, “Target sup-
ports inclusivity and diversity in every aspect 
of our business and has a long history of sup-
porting the LGBT community through giving, 
volunteerism and event sponsorship and partici-
pation. Target has been a longtime supporter of 
Minneapolis’ Twin Cities Pride and also sponsors 
pride festivals in New York and Seattle. However, 
our pride sponsorships are just one of the things 
we do to demonstrate our support.”
 Although Target has stated its support for 
the LGBT community and says that it plans to 
strengthen its support for policies and programs 
that encourage diversity in the workplace, the 
company has remained mum regarding the up-
coming Minnesota Marriage Amendment. The 
amendment, if approved, would ban same-sex 
marriage in the state constitution. 
 Snyder said, “We recognize that there is 
a broad range of strongly held views on the 
amendment. While Target has not taken a role 
in the public debate on this issue, consistent 
with our longstanding support of civic engage-
ment, we strongly encourage our team members 
to exercise their right to vote in November.”
 Target’s position is in stark contrast to other 
companies such as Starbucks, Nike, Microsoft 
and others who expressed their support for mar-
riage equality in Washington state. The measure 
was approved in that state’s legislature and 
signed into law earlier this year. 
 When asked about Target’s donations to anti-
gay candidates and political officials, Snyder 
would only say that Target contributes to candi-
dates and committees on both sides of the aisle 
in a bipartisan manner based on issues that im-
pact their business priorities.

target follows anti-gay
move with pride t-shirts

Family 
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Anne Laughlin 
Wednesday, June 13 at 6 p.m.  
Video Theater, Lower Level
Discusses and signs her book Runaway

St. Sukie de la Croix 
Wednesday, June 20 at 6 p.m.  
Cindy Pritzker Auditorium 
Talks about his book Chicago Whispers: 
A History of LGBT Chicago Before Stonewall

Harold Washington Library Center  •  400 South State Street 
For more information visit chipublib.org or call (312) 747–4300.

Cosponsored by the Chicago Public Library’s Pride Month Committee.

celebrates
CHiCAgo PubLiC LibrAry

PriDE MoNTH
June

2012

City of Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel

Two of 
Target’s 
“Wear 
it With 
Pride” 
T-shirts. 

circuit court judges. It said the refusal for appeal 
“has silenced” a “respectful conversation” about 
the same-sex marriage issue. It called the 2 to 
1 panel decision striking Proposition 8 a “gross 
misapplication” of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision in Romer v. Evans. In that case, the 
Supreme Court said states could not pass laws 
that excluded gays from protection just because 
gays are an unpopular group. 
 The panel decision, said the dissenters, “have 
now declared that animus must have been the 
only conceivable motivation for a sovereign 
state to have remained committed to a defini-
tion of marriage that has existed for millennia.”
 Proponents of Proposition 8 filed the Ninth 
Circuit full court appeal, asking it to overturn 
a decision by a three-judge panel of the circuit 
last February. That panel decision found that 
California’s ban on same-sex marriage violates 
the federal constitution by stripping from same-
sex couples a right they had (to marry) prior to 
passage of Proposition 8. In order for a limited 
en banc (full) panel of the court to have heard 
the appeal (11 judges), at least 14 of the cir-
cuit’s 26 active judges would have had to say 
another review is warranted.
 The case is Perry v. Brown, led by famed con-
servative attorney Ted Olson and preeminent 
liberal attorney David Boies and organized and 
funded by the American Foundation for Equal 
Rights.
 In that case, two same-sex couples sued after 
being denied marriage licenses once the voter-
approved constitutional ban on same-sex mar-
riage went into effect.
 U.S. District Court Judge Vaughn Walker ruled, 
in August 2010, that banning same-sex couples 
from obtaining marriage licenses violates the 
federal constitution’s guarantees of equal pro-
tection and due process. He agreed to delay en-

forcement of the decision, pending an appeal by 
Yes on 8 attorneys to the Ninth Circuit. 
 In February 2012, a three-judge panel of the 
Ninth Circuit, in a 2 to 1 vote, upheld Walker’s 
decision. But in doing so, the panel explained 
that Proposition 8 improperly removed from a 
group of citizens (gays) a right they already en-
joyed (marriage). The California Supreme Court 
had ruled, in May 2008, that the state consti-
tution required that same-sex couples be able 
to obtain marriage licenses the same as straight 
couples. But in November of that year, voters 
approved Proposition 8, amending the state 
constitution to explicitly ban the recognition of 
same-sex marriage.
 While attorneys and activists uniformly called 
the February 7 panel decision a major victory, 
the decision did stop short of saying that same-
sex partners, like straight partners, have a “fun-
damental right to marry.” Instead, it said Propo-
sition 8 deprived same-sex partners only of the 
“right to use the designation of ‘marriage.’” If it 
had ruled same-sex couples had a fundamental 
right to marry, said Lambda Legal Defense’s legal 
director Jon Davidson, “the marriage laws of 44 
states would have been cast into doubt….” And 
by rendering such a relatively narrow ruling, said 
Davidson and others, the panel reduced the like-
lihood the U.S. Supreme Court would take the 
case.
 “The fundamental right to marry, as protected 
by the US Constitution,” said Williams Institute 
legal scholar Jenny Pizer, “has to have the same 
contours throughout the country. So a deci-
sion concluding that same-sex couples have the 
same fundamental right as different-sex couples 
would call into question all the marriage restric-
tions states currently impose.”
 © 2012 by Keen news service. all rights re-
served.
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By KaTe sosin

A small town in Northwest Illinois is embroiled 
in controversy after school board members voted 
not to use educational materials endorsed by 
the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN) at its elementary school. 
 Erie Elementary in Erie, Ill., will be removing 
GLSEN materials it had been using as part of 
its anti-bullying curriculum after some parents 
objected to its representation of gay families. 
 The decision has some community members 
and advocates up in arms. 
 “It is being excluded simply because of sexual 
orientation discrimination,” said Shannon Sul-
livan, executive director of the Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance, which advocates for LGBTQ 
youth.
 At the heart of the controversy is Todd Parr’s 
popular children’s book The Family Book. The 
book notes that there are many different kinds 

of families, families with two moms and two 
dads among them.
 The school had been using the book along 
with other GLSEN materials about diversity.
 According to Erie Community Unit District Su-
perintendent Brad Cox the district had imple-
mented parts of GLSEN’s Ready, Set, Respect! 
curriculum. He said he had received two formal 
complaints about the curriculum. 
 Following complaints, the district put togeth-
er a committee to evaluate the GLSEN materials.
 “We deemed it to be appropriate,” said Joe 
Weaver, who served as the school board repre-
sentative on the committee. 
 Weaver notes that the curriculum was devel-
oped with the National Association of Elemen-
tary School Principals and the Association for 
the Education of Young Children.
 The committee put forth a recommendation to 
keep the GLSEN materials, and Weaver presented 
it to the school board.
 But Cox put forward his own recommendation 
to ban the materials, he said, because he knew 
the school board would vote against the GLSEN 
curriculum regardless. 
 “I knew how they were going to vote,” he said. 
“I’m not going to recommend to them something 
that our board and community is not going to 
support.”
 Cox said he rarely submits recommenda-
tions that he anticipates the board will not 

back. Asked if his recommendation would have 
changed if he knew the board supported the 
GLSEN materials, he said it would have.
 The board voted 5-2 to remove the GLSEN ma-
terials.
 Cox said that GLSEN materials have only been 
banned at the district’s elementary school and 
not its middle school. Further, he said, the vote 
will only impact the materials used and will not 
change what is taught.
 But Eliza Byard, the executive director of 
GLSEN, said it might difficult to teach about di-
verse families if the district plans on avoiding 
all GLSEN-endorsed materials.
 “There are no better resources out there than 
ours,” she said. “If they’re banning [Parr’s] 
book, I don’t know what they’re going to find 
that can deal with family diversity.”

 Nearly 100 people have signed a Change.org 
petition in favor of keeping the GLSEN materials. 
 Asked if the district will include information 
about LGBT families in its future curriculum, Cox 
said, “that has yet to be determined.” 

 According to Weaver, parents that objected 
to the materials, supported anti-bullying efforts 
overall. They just had one qualm, he said.
 “They would not accept anything that had the 
words ‘lesbian’ or ‘gay’ in it,” he said.
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GlSEN curriculum
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lGpa/GOal 
poker June 16
  The Lesbian and Gay Police Association/
Gay Officers Action League (LGPA/GOAL) is 
hosting a pride poker tournament fundraiser 
Sat., June 16, at Spyners Pub, 4623 N. West-
ern Ave. 
 The check-in is at 12 p.m., with game time 
at 1 p.m. The buy-in is $100 a player—who 
must be 21 or older. The top 10 prizes will 
range from $225 to $1,500.
 Proceeds will benefit LGPA/GOAL. See www.
goalchicago.info.

‘pride and Joy’ at
Circuit June 18
  The Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame 
will present its annual Pride and Joy Recep-
tion Monday, June 18, 6-10 p.m., at Circuit 

Night Club, 3641 N. Halsted St.
 There will be entertainment (courtesy of 
the Circuit cast) and a buffet.
 The 2011 Hall of Fame exhibit will be on 
display.
 Tickets are $20. They’re available from 
board members of Friends of the Chicago Gay 
and Lesbian Hall of Fame, from current Hall of 
Fame inductees and at the door at Circuit.

Birdhouse auction/
party June 21
 The Chicago House Birdhouse Art Auction 
and Cocktail Party will take place Thursday, 
June 21, 6-9 p.m. at Room & Board, 55 E. 
Ohio St.
 Tickets are $70 in advance and $80 at the 
door. Call 773-248-5200, ext. 303, or visit 
www.chicagohouse.org/event_birdhouse.
html.

THE PERFECT COMMITMENT CEREMONY
RIGHT AT YOUR FINGERTIPS.

Chicagoland JW Marriott®, Renaissance® and Marriott® Hotels provide 
magnificent venues for ceremonies honoring you and your partner. You’ll 
experience impeccable service, attention to detail and certified planning 
experts who will stop at nothing to make your dream ceremony a reality.

Simply visit MarriottCeremony.com and choose from one of our 14 magnificent 
Chicagoland locations for your perfect commitment ceremony.
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By KaTe sosin

Speaking to dozens of journalists at The Westin Chicago River 
North hotel downtown, same-sex couples pitched their case for 
marriage equality in Illinois, after Lambda Legal and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Illinois announced they were filing 
suits targeted at winning same-sex marriage. 
 Both organizations filed separate simultaneous lawsuit 
against Cook County Clerk David Orr May 30, claiming that de-
nying same-sex couples marriage rights violates that state’s 
constitution. 
 “I’m confident that we will achieve marriage soon, whether 
it’s by litigation or legislation,” Camilla Taylor, Lambda Legal’s 
national marriage project director, told a packed room.
 Six couples of the 25 represented in both lawsuits, told jour-
nalists why they felt that civil unions were note enough.
 For Kirsten and Tanya Lyonsford of Aurora, marriage equality 
is about having public recognition of their commitment. For 
Janean Watkins and LaKeesha Harris of Chicago, it is about no 
longer needing proof that their family is real. For Jim Darby 
and Patrick Bova who have been together for 48 years, it’s both 
personal and pragmatic.
 “I bought so many toasters for other people’s weddings,” 
Darby joked. “I want someone to buy me a toaster.”
 Darby and Bova want to celebrate their 50th anniversary by 
getting married in their home state. The two have a civil union, 

which Darby said has been helpful, but a civil union is not on 
par with marriage, they said. 
 Bova said he would like to ask heterosexual couples, “Would 
you consider a civil union?” He speculated that most would 
choose marriage. 
 Other couples echoed those sentiments. With the one-year 
anniversary of the start of civil unions two days away, many 
same-sex couples said that having a civil union is simply not 
equal to marriage.
 However, not everyone agrees that the time is right for mar-
riage equality. Peter Breen of the Thomas More Society law firm 
was on hand, distributing press releases against the lawsuits. 
Breen’s firm is the same one that represented a group of Catho-
lic charities that unsuccessfully sued the state over foster-care 
contracts they lost for a refusal to place children with same-sex 
parents last year.
 Breen argued that the marriage suit had no legal merit and 
challenged the state to fight the lawsuit.
 “We expect the state’s attorney and the attorney general’s of-
fice to fully defend the constitutionality of state laws,” he said 
in a statement. “We will provide whatever assistance we can to 
help them in that defense.” 
 One who has spoken in favor of the lawsuits is their intended 
target; Cook County Clerk David Orr told the Chicago Tribune 
that the time for marriage equality is long overdue.  

lambda, aClu make case for 
marriage at press conference

From left: John Knight of aCLU of illinois, Camilla Taylor of Lambda Legal and plaintiff Jim Darby. Photo by Kate sosin

LaKeesha Harris (left) and Janean Watkins, the first couple to get a civil-union license last year. Photo by andrew Davis

SOFTBALL

chicagomsa.org

ALL SEASONS ... ALL LEVELS.

SOCCER

VOLLEYBALL

BADMINTON

DODGEBALL

FLAG 
FOOTBALL

BASKETBALL

TENNIS

KICKBALL

http://www.chicagomsa.org
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By KaTe sosin

Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan has filed a motion to 
intervene in support of 25 same-sex couples who have sued for 
the right to marry in Illinois.
 The attorney general will intervene in two separate lawsuits 
filed by Lambda Legal and the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Illinois, aimed at winning marriage equality in the state.
 The suits were filed May 30 against Cook County Clerk David 
Orr in his official capacity. (Orr personally supports marriage 
equality and the lawsuits.) The plaintiff couples have alleged 
that civil unions, which began a year ago, have failed to provide 
same-sex couples with the same rights gained through mar-
riage.
 In the motion, filed in the Circuit Court of Cook County Chan-
cery Division, the attorney general asks “to present the Court 

with arguments that explain why the challenged statutory pro-
visions do not satisfy the guarantee of equality under the Il-
linois Constitution.”
 While both lawsuits target Cook County, they challenge the 
constitutionality of state law that prohibits same-sex marriage. 
As such, the attorney general, representing the state, can weigh 
in on them.
 “It’s no surprise that Attorney General Lisa Madigan, respon-
sible for assessing the state’s position on the constitutionality 
of its various laws, would find the marriage ban indefensible,” 
said Camilla Taylor, national marriage project director for Lamb-
da Legal, in a statement. “The marriage ban targets same-sex 
couples and their children for discriminatory treatment. Illinois 
elected officials at every level of state and federal government 
have come to the same conclusion that we have—that the mar-
riage ban harms these families, and that it’s just time to end 
this discriminatory chapter of our history.”
 It remains unclear how the Cook County state’s attorney’s 
office will handle the cases. A spokesperson from that office 
declined to comment on the lawsuits. 

Illinois anti-bullying
bill dies in Senate
By KaTe sosin

After weeks of pushing by local community groups, a bill that 
would have strengthened Illinois’ anti-bullying law was nar-
rowly defeated in the Senate May 29.
 HB5290 aimed to install anti-bullying model policies for Il-
linois schools in 2013. Conservative groups had fought against 
the bill, stating that the measure was the work of gay activists. 
 The bill was not LGBT-specific. Instead, it expanded on the 
current code, which already has LGBT protections, among other 
identity groups. The amendment would have mandated edu-
cation, emotional support, counseling and other community-
based solutions intended to address root causes of bullying in 
schools.
 State Rep. Kelly Cassidy, who is a lesbian, introduced the bill, 
and it had the support of the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance, Af-
finity Community Services and other pro-LGBT groups. However, 
the bill was also backed by Prevent School Violence Illinois, a 
coalition of more than 50 groups that supported the passage of 
anti-bully legislation in 2010. 
 Cassidy previously told Windy City Times that she suspected 
conservative lawmakers objected to it in part because she is 
openly gay. 

 “It’s not a gay bill,” Cassidy said. “The bigger message is just 
how far the anti-gay forces will go.”
 The Senate voted down the measure the week prior, but a 
last-minute postponement of the bill saved it from defeat for a 
week. Cassidy said she was hopeful that bill would still pass. 
 “We knew this was our one bite at the apple,” she said. 
 A handful of groups expressed disappointment over the vote.
 “The Senate essentially ignored all professional opinions and 
evidence about effective bullying prevention strategies,” said 
Sarah Schriber of the Illinois Safe Schools Alliance and Prevent 
School Violence Illinois, in a statement. “HB 5290 would have 
fixed the loopholes that are allowing reports of bullying to sim-
ply fall through the cracks.” 
 Youth Pride Services, which primarily serves LGBT youth of 
color, said in a statement that the organization be working to 
educate Black LGBT people about the bill in the future.
 Cassidy has said she will reintroduce the bill at a later date. 
 “We’re not done,” she said. 

t’s worker stabbed
outside bar
By KaTe sosin

A worker from popular LGBT hangout T’s Bar & Restaurant in 
Uptown is recovering after he was stabbed in the early morning 
hours of May 30. 
 According to police, the 23-year-old victim was taking out the 
trash at 1:30 a.m. when one of two men at the scene stabbed 
him. The victim told police he did not know why he had been 
targeted.
 He was treated at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 
and released. The attackers were described as two men between 
21-25. One was described as white Latino while further informa-
tion on the other was not available.

anti-gay activists
issue letter to
Illinois lawmakers
By KaTe sosin

Three major anti-gay activists have sent letters to Illinois law-
makers arguing against marriage equality, equating gay sex with 
AIDS and stating that anti-bullying efforts shield gay kids from 
moral disapproval. 
 Peter LaBarbera of Americans For Truth About Homosexuality, 
Wayne Lela of Heterosexuals Organized for a Moral Environment 
and John McCartney of Citizens Concerned About Media issued 
the missive, titled “An open letter to the legislature’s gay activ-
ists,” some time in late May. 
 The letter chastises pro-gay lawmakers for “jeopardizing reli-
gious freedom,” and goes on to state that same-sex marriage is 
“an anthropological and anatomical absurdity.”
 “A father can’t marry his daughter; a man, six wives; a wom-
an, a robot,” the letter states. 
 It also argues that lawmakers who support increased AIDS 
funding “are seeking more and more advantages for the very be-
havior that is shortening their own lives and that of the people 
they represent.” 
 Finally, it denounces LGBT anti-bullying efforts, claiming that 
such measures seek to “insulate self-labelled [sic] ‘gay’ students 
from moral disapproval.”
  Openly gay state Rep. Greg Harris received the two-page let-
ter and shared it with Windy City Times.
 “Clearly having read the letter, I understand that pushy moms 
and ‘Glee’ are responsible for all of society’s ills,” said Harris, 
adding that he senses the letter was sent because anti-gay ac-
tivists are getting increasingly desperate and angry as LGBT 
people in Illinois make progress towards securing equal rights.
 Harris said he gets “tons” of anonymous letters that he be-
lieves are from the three anti-gay groups and their supporters.
 LaBarbera said that the letter was sent to counter what he 
believes is a media bias against anti-gay groups.
 “If you were to listen to gay activists, everything we do is an 
act of desperation,” LaBarbera told Windy City Times. He said 
the letter’s intent was to both inform lawmakers and to chal-
lenge increasing claims that LGBT equality is inevitable. 
 Oddly enough, of the legislature’s three openly gay repre-
sentatives, the letter only appears to have made it to Harris. 
Staffers for Rep. Kelly Cassidy and Deb Mell did not believe that 
either lawmaker had received the letter. The same was true of 
state Sen. Heather Steans, a strong LGBT ally. 
 LaBarbera said he believed that the letter went out to the 
entire General Assembly, but that he did not send it personally 
and therefore could not be certain who it was addressed to. 

Illinois aG files 
support for 
marriage lawsuits
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By KaTe sosin

A coalition of LGBT anti-violence groups has re-
ported its highest rate of LGBT murders ever, in 
a new report that reflects 2011. 
 According to the National Coalition of Anti-
Violence Programs (NCAVP), anti-LGBTQ and 
HIV-related murders are up 11 percent from last 
year, with a total of 30 reported murders.
 “This violence is more pervasive and deadly 
than people recognize,” said Chai Jindasurat of 
the New York City Anti-Violence Project.
 At the same time, reports of hate violence 
overall have dropped by 16 percent.
 Overwhelmingly, murder victims were people 
of color, making up 87 percent of hate-moti-
vated murders. However, they only made up 49 
percent of survivors and victims in the study.
 Transgender women made up 40 percent of the 
murders, while accounting for just 10 percent of 
overall survivors. 
 In total, the 11 percent increase in reports 
was due to just three more reported murders 
than 2012. But NCAVP advocates believed that 
those numbers are falsely low. 
 “What we are documenting is probably the tip 
of the iceberg,” said Ejeris Dixon, of the New 
York City Anti-Violence Project. The number of 
murders is based both on reports that NCAVP re-
ceives directly as well as incidents reported in 
the news, but many bias-related murders never 
make headlines and largely go unreported to ad-
vocates.
 LGBT advocates also speculate that the de-
crease in reported hate incidents is the not the 
result of less violence overall. 
 “We don’t feel that it’s a decrease in violence,” 
said Jindasurat. “We feel that it’s a decrease in 
reports.”
 Anti-violence projects around the country 
have been hard-hit by the economy, said Jinda-
surat, hindering their ability to do outreach. As 
a result, advocates speculate that the decrease 
in reported incidents reflects a decrease in in-

teractions between NCAVP and survivors, not a 
waning of violence. 
 Additionally, just 52 percent of survivors re-
ported hate incidents to police, a number that is 
slightly up from 2010 when 47 percent of survi-
vors reported to police. 
 The report also offers a snapshot of Chicago 
using data from the Anti-Violence Project at 
Center on Halsted. 
 According to that information, reports of hate 
violence in 2011 decreased by 41 percent from 
2010, dropping from 124 to 73. The report at-
tributes the disparity between the two years 
to a fluctuation in media coverage. When bias-
related violence is in the news more, reports of 
violence tend to go up, the report notes.
 In Chicago, physical violence and verbal ha-

rassment in person accounted for most of the 
incidents of violence, with each making up 33 
percent of all reports. Sexual violence accounted 
for 9 percent of incidents, while murders made 
up 2 percent. 
 Thirty-one percent of violent incidents oc-
curred at private residences in Chicago, while 
workplaces accounted for 18 percent. Fourteen 
percent of reported incidents occurred on the 
street.
 The overall study showed that people of color 
were more than three times as likely to need 
medical attention for bias-related attacks than 
the overall sample but were more than twice as 
likely to see their attacks classified as a hate 
crimes by officials. 
 The latter statistic contradicted the expecta-
tions of NCAVP members, leading researchers to 
conclude that “it may be linked to the severity 

of hate violence that LGBTQH people of color 
experience,” the report states. “NCAVP members 
regularly observe that severe forms of violence 
can increase the possibility of law enforcement 
classifying the incident as a hate crime.”
 Transgender people of color were 28 percent 
more likely to experience violence than those 
who were not trans people of color. People under 
the age of 30 were also far more likely to have 
experienced violence as were undocumented 
people. 
 The majority of offenders were white at 51 
percent, up from 42 percent in 2010.
 The report concludes with suggestions that 
policymakers enact anti-discrimination mea-
sures, denounce homophobic language and 
implement fun resources for LGBTQ and HIV-
positive people, among other things. 
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lGBt-related murder
rates at all-time high

ejeris Dixon of the new york City anti-
Violence Project. Photo from Dixon

teen lGBt-rights
activist talks risks
at Chicago event
By THomas BaTeman 
 
LGBT-rights activist Zach Wahls presented at 
an event about risk-taking and social media 
for business consulting firm Deloitte June 1. 
Speaking to about 75 people, Wahls provided 
insight into his own journey and foreshad-
owed changes in the LGBT-rights movement 
as a whole.
 Wahls has made the transition from an ordi-
nary 19-year-old to a YouTube hit (because of 
his testimony in front of the Iowa House Ju-
diciary Committee concerning his two moth-
ers) to nationally recognized activist and au-
thor. 
 From the outset of the Chicago event, it 
was clear that Wahls intended to demonstrate 
that he was a normal guy with a passion for 
LGBT rights and a strong desire to speak for 
children and families with same-sex parents. 
As he noted, the are millions children of same 
sex parents in the United States, but because 
the vast majority of them are 15 and under, 
“we don’t really have an effective voice in the 
LGBT movement.” 
 Wahls presented himself as a poster child 
for normalcy, highlighting his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America (to 
whom he recently delivered 275,000 signa-
tures, asking the organization to end its anti-
gay discrimination); his positive experiences 
with his peers on the football and debate 
teams in high school; and his interest in busi-
ness. He then discussed how business inter-
ests could very easily be aligned with those 
involving LGBT rights.
 At one point, Wahls said, “What we’re see-
ing really, is leadership in the private sec-

tor. ... You have 80 percent of the Fortune 
500 effectively enacting the Employee non-
discrimination act that has stagnated in the 
U.S. Congress for the last decade.” Afterward, 
at a networking event in the lobby, attendees 
milled around, animatedly discussing Wahls’ 
presentation. One woman said, “I never could 
have done that at 20! That’s amazing!” 

Chicago launches
hIV-testing 
campaign
 A collaboration of healthcare agencies—
including the Cook County Health & Hospi-
tals System, the Ruth M. Rothstein CORE 
Center and other AIDS service organizations 
throughout the city of Chicago—announced 
the launch of a campaign called “STEP UP, 
GET TESTED: ChicaGO for 5K,” the first-ever 
collaborative National HIV Testing Day event 
series for the city.
 More than 20 organizations are joining 
forces to help increase HIV-testing efforts in 
the most underserved communities in the Chi-
cagoland throughout June.
 Some special events planned for the month 
include:
 —June 21, 9-11 p.m.: Night Ministry Mo-
bile Van Testing at the corner of Belmont and 
Halsted, hosted by the ministry
 —June 23, 4-6 p.m.: Dyke March at Mar-
gate Park, 4921 N. Marine Dr., hosted by 
Asian Human Services
 —June 27, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.: The Care Center 
at Jackson Park Hospital, 7531 S. Stony Is-
land, hosted by the hospital
 —June 27, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.: STEP UP, GET 
TESTED at the Fantus Clinic courtyard, 1901 
W. Harrison St., hosted by the Ruth M. Roth-
stein CORE Center
 See www.CookCountyHHS.org for more info.
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By KaTe sOsin

Two gay Black Chicago pastors explored a largely 
invisible “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy that they 
said affects LGBT people at a May 21 discussion 
at the Alder School of Professional Psychology. 
The conversation focused on Black churches, not 
the military.
 Rev. Kevin Tindell, founder of Center Minis-
tries, and Rev. Benjamin Reynolds, interim pas-
tor for the First Church of the Brethren, Chicago, 
explored the realities facing Black LGBTQ people 
in faith communities during a discussion titled 
“Religion: The Black LGBTQ Experience.” 
 “It’s very complicated,” Reynolds said of the 
church’s role in Black communities. 
 Tindell later added that “complicated” was the 
theme of the discussion.
 Black LGBTQ people are sometimes willing to 
overlook homophobia within their churches, said 
Reynolds, because the church is often integral to 
a sense of community. 
 But Tindell and Reynolds reject assertions that 
homophobia and faith go hand in hand.
 “Those scriptures are pretty much always taken 
out of context,” said Tindell of Bible passages 
often used to denigrate LGBT life. “We all put 
out own interpretation and spin on it… It also 
says we shouldn’t wear wool and cotton.” 
 “I am absolutely not in love with the Bible,” 
said Reynolds, who added that his loyalty was to 
God, not to the book. 
 But within Black churches, they said, LGBTQ 
people often go silent. Their faithful peers might 

know they are LGBTQ but their identities are 
rarely acknowledged outright. Others simply find 
“church” or worship in other ways—by watching 
services on TV or listening to them on the radio, 
or by having conversations about faith at coffee 
shops. 
 Reynolds and Tindell point out that that while 
homophobia within Black churches impacts LGBT 
people of color, so too does racism among LGBT-
affirming people of faith. 
 “When I walk in certain circles, it is easier 
for some white folks to see me as gay than as 
Black,” said Reynolds.
 Both Tindell and Reynolds are among a hand-
ful of out gay Black pastors in Chicago. Asked 
to discuss why Black churches may be reticent 
to embrace LGBTQ people, Tindell and Reynolds 
speculated that it may be part of a legacy of 
racism within the United States. 
 Being LGBT is still taboo, said Reynolds, and 
coming out as LGBT-affirming can feel like a 
concession of power for communities that have 
been forced to fight for a more equitable place 
in the world. 
 “It’s complicated in the structures of us being 
accepted in the country club,” said Tindell.
 Tim Brown, accounting coordinator at Adler, 
moderated the discussion which was presented 
by Adler’s LGBTQ Mental Health and Inclusion 
Center and Institute on Social Exclusion.
 The discussion was the second in a series of 
conversations expected to be held on the inter-
sections of LGBTQ issues and race by the LGBTQ 
Mental Health and Inclusion Center.
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Gay Black pastors talk 
LGBT issues and churches

rev. Benjamin reynolds (left) and rev. Kevin Tindell. Photo by Kate sosin

Dignity/Chicago
celebrates  40 years
By KaTe sOsin

More than 50 people crowded into Broadway 
United Methodist Church May 21 to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of LGBT Catholic organi-
zation Dignity/Chicago.
 The joyful evening Mass reflected on the 
hurdles overcome by LGBT Catholics and re-
newed affirmations that being LGBT is not 
inconsistent with the Catholic faith.
 “We became the first large Catholic group 
ever not to surrender to hierarchical bully-
ing,” said Marianne Duddy-Burke, executive 
director of Dignity/USA, who came to Chicago 
to deliver the 40th-anniversary homily.
 “When the official church did not respond in 
love, you ministered to each other,” Duddy-
Burke said.
 The mass was both jubilant and pained, as 
Duddy-Burke recalled a history of exclusion 
by church leadership, of the impact of AIDS 
on Dignity members and the continued resil-
ience of Dignity chapters throughout the U.S.
 Dignity/Chicago was disallowed from hold-
ing mass in Catholic churches after the orga-
nization refused to renounce its affirmation 
of LGBT people in 1988. It currently holds 
Sunday evening services at Broadway United 
Methodist Church. 
 Dignity has crossed church leadership in 
other ways. The organization recognizes 
women priests.
 Rev. Barbara Zeman presided over the mass 
while Joanna Mochalski served as the lay 
minister of prayer. 
 Chris Pett, president of Dignity/Chicago, 
provided the closing an opening remarks.

 “It’s one of the proudest moments of my life 
to be with you,” Pett said. 
 Dignity/Chicago also celebrated its anni-
versary with a dinner May 20. Jamie Manson, 
writer for the National Catholic reporter, gave 
the keynote address. Singer-songwriter Jef-
frey Altergott provided the evening’s enter-
tainment. 
 The Lakeview Clergy Association received 
this year’s John Michie award. The Spirit of 
Dignity award went to Rev. Mary Ramsden, 
who ministers to Dignity/Chicago. Daniel 
Bender and Steve Forst both received special 
anniversary recognition. 

Pantoja tribute June 1
 A tribute to Dr. Antonia Pantoja will take 
place Friday, June 1, at the Institute for Puer-
to Rican Arts and Culture, 3015 W. Division 
St., 6:30-9:30 p.m.
 Pantoja was an educator and social-justice 
advocate who founded Aspira, “the only na-
tional Hispanic organization dedicated ex-
clusively to developing the educational and 
leadership capacity of Hispanic youth,” ac-
cording to its website. In 1996, she received 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In 2002, 
she came out as lesbian in her autobiography. 
She passed away that same year.
 The Legacy Walk will recognize Pantoja and 
her contributions Oct. 11.
 Tickets to the June 1 event are $10-$20; 
see http://legacyprojectchicago.org/Anto-
nia_Pantoja_Tribute_Tickets.html.
 Sponsors of the event include The Legacy 
Project, Aspira, the Association of Latino Men 
for Action, Amigas Latinas, Unidos, La Casa 
Norte, Puerto Rican Agenda, VIDA/SIDA and 
Primera Iglesia Congregacional de Chicago.

Dignity/chicago’s 40th-anniversary Mass. Photo by Kate sosin
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vodka of any bar in the world.
 Truth be told, Sidetrack just sells a lot—so 
much, in fact, that the president of Absolut Vod-
ka has twice visited the nightspot from Sweden 
to see what’s happening.
 Sidetrack did sell the most vodka in the world 
in its frozen drink, specifically, with Absolut Ku-
rant. In fact, sales of Absolut Kurant picked up 
elsewhere within the LGBT community once the 
flavor was incorporated into Sidetrack’s frozen 
drinks, Absolut officials confirmed.
 Absolut also took a direct financial hit when 
the company decided to limit its support of the 
LGBT community. In turn, Sidetrack announced 
it was not going to feature Absolut in its frozen 
drinks.
 Sidetrack immediately contacted Ketel One 
to fill the void, and Ketel One agreed, without 
hesitation. The bar then offered—and still of-
fers—the frozen Ketel One Krush, the bar’s most 
popular drink.
 “When Absolut Kurant was taken out of the 
frozen drinks, [its] sales tanked. Absolut [of-
ficials] came back months later to be back in 
frozen drinks, etc. But we told them it was too 
late; we were sticking with Ketel One,” Hyde 
said. “Absolut did subsequently bring [its] com-
munity support up to earlier levels, but sales of 
Absolut in Chicago’s gay community have never 
fully recovered.”
 The Sidetrack owners are, as Absolut learned 
first-hand, activist owners. “We do not sell any 
product that the [drink] owners and/or distribu-
tors do not put money back into the community, 
period,” Johnston said.
 Take, for instance, Evian water. It is sold at 
Sidetrack because Evian is a major sponsor of 
LGBT-related sports events, teams, etc.
 Conversely, Sidetrack years ago sold Rolling 
Rock beer. “Rolling Rock was non-responsive 
to our suggestion that they support things in 
the gay community, so we stopped carrying” the 
beer, Hyde said.
 Sidetrack owners want support for the gay 
community from anything sold at Sidetrack—be 
it for civil rights (Johnston’s personal passion), 
gay sports, gay health issues, etc.
 “What we’ve always said is, our community is 
major consumers of your products, so we want 
you to put a fair share [of resources] into our 
community. We don’t ask for any more than any-
one else,” Johnston said.
 Thus, Sidetrack has secured aid through its 
products for the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 
Lambda Legal, Affinity Community Services 
and many more. In fact, Hyde said more than 
130 groups/causes have benefited through the 
stance of Sidetrack’s activist owners.
 Hyde does most of the negotiations on behalf 
of the groups/causes, and the three said that 
between $2 million and $3 million has been 
donated back into the community over past 10 
years or so through their project.

opening
 Hyde was working in the accounting depart-
ment at a local hotel in early 1982. He knew the 
original owner of Sidetrack and was a customer 
on that April night when the bar—without even 
a sign out front—opened.
 He loved the atmosphere that night and was 
hired to work at Sidetrack a few months later.
 Hyde isn’t surprised Sidetrack is still his home 
away from home.
 “There was just something exciting about it,” 
that first night, he said.
 “We never have had anyone as ambitious 
as Chuck, never had anyone work harder than 
Chuck,” Johnston said.
 Sidetrack was 800 square feet with seven em-
ployees in its first year.
 Thirty years later, the busiest days at Sidetrack 
are Pride Sunday in June and Market Days week-
end in August, followed closely by IML Weekend 
in May.
 Sidetrack, as we now know it, is at its max. 
No further expansion is possible. Still, Johnston 
said, “I hope we can continue to find new ways 
to do what we now do even better. We want 
to do it better today than we did it yesterday; 
that’s been our mantra, and continues to be. 
We’re never satisfied, never content.”
 Hyde added, “The role of bars in our commu-

nity has changed over the last 40 years. It’s not 
the meeting place that it used to be. We need to 
re-establish that, make it the meeting place that 
it used to be.”
 Sidetrack has grow into a village of its own, 
some say. After all, Sidetrack has video editors 
and DJs, not to mention a design staff, architect 
and more.
 In fact, Sidetrack owners ask their employees 
to bring all of their talents to the job—not just 
an ability to mix a tasty cocktail.
 “When we opened in 1982, the life-span then 
of a gay bar was three years at most, for lots of 
reasons,” Johnston said.
 So what was the breakout moment for Side-
track?
 When the Cherry Bar opened in 1992, they 
said—because it created a traffic pattern that, 
previously, did not exist.
 The Cherry Bar remains a popular portion, with 
about 300 square feet, and it has only ever en-
dured one small case of vandalism to its distin-
guished look.
 “In 1992, people thought [the wood] would 
be destroyed. But we’ve always believed that, if 
you treat our community with respect, they will 
give respect in return,” Johnston said.
 Sidetrack truly became Sidetrack—with a sign 
out front—after a few years. There was no sign 

early on because, well, “there just wasn’t any 
money [to purchase a sign,]” Johnston said. 
 Still, everyone seemed able to find the popular 
bar—and its videos, too, of course.
 “Videos were a novel development when we 
opened,” Pena said. “People thought, ‘Why 
would we watch TV in a bar?’” Pena said.
 In fact, just acquiring the videos was chal-
lenging. There were only three video rental 
stores in the entire Chicago area at the time. So 
Pena drove to suburban Niles to rent videos.
 Many customers long thought Sidetrack’s vid-
eos were just a gimmick, a fad.
 The craze carried on, and still does.
 Sidetrack has, interestingly, been a stop for 
politicians over the years, too. Presidential 
candidates Howard Dean and Fred Karger have 
appeared or held events inside, not to mention 
Illinois governors and Chicago mayors.
 They come because it is Sidetrack, because it 
is the heart and pulse of the LGBT community.
 “We have never wanted Sidetrack to be a per-
sonality bar. So it’s not Chuck’s Bar, or Pepe’s 
Bar, or Art’s Bar. We’ve always wanted the bar 
and the videos to be the centerpiece, not our 
personalities,” Johnston said.
 To that, none of the three often are greeting 
customers—at the door or inside. They remain 
to themselves. Johnston often stands in one of 
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From left: sidetrack co-owners Chuck Hyde, Pepe Pena and art Johnston. Photo courtesy of the subjects

HAPPY PRIDE MONTH!

Oh My! You’re so Warm, Fuzzy, Plush ...
... I Just Feel Like Lying Down On You and Dreaming of Sheep ...

CARPET • RUGS • WOOD • TILE • LAMINATE
Family owned for 40 years

5718 N. Broadway • Chicago • (773) 784-5600

Exposition
Flooring Design Center

Ehrlich Dental
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

• Licensed Sedation Dentistry
• Check Out Our Reviews Online

3118 N. Sheffield Ave.
Chicago, IL
(773) 935-0300

www.EhrlichDental.com

Serving Lakeview & Beyond! 

“A great dental experience...“
“ I have never felt more at ease in a doctor’s offi ce...”  
Over 150 patients have reviewed our work and awarded us a 99.4% positive patient rating! 
Read reviews for yourself at www.demandforce.com/dentist/ehrlichdental

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD PC, General & Cosmetic Dentistry

3118 N. Sheffi eld Ave. Suite 1N, Lakeview, Chicago, Illinois  60657

EDUCATION  BA: University of Chicago, DMD: Tufts University, GPR: Rush University

Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago
Call 773-935-0300
www.ehrlichdental.com

Joshua H. Ehrlich, DMD

“I have never felt more at ease in a dentist’s office.”

http://www.ehrlichdental.com


June 6, 2012WINDY CITY TIMES 13
four corners on busy nights. He’s quiet and ob-
serves the chaos. Pena arrives at the bar and 
always enjoys a shot of Ketel One, then makes 
his way into the video-editing room. Hyde’s first 
move daily upon arrival is checking out the staff 
wall in the office area “so I know what is hap-
pening,” he said.
 “We do the best we can to be anonymous,” 
Johnston said. “We have spent our lives pinch-
ing each other, to confirm this is really happen-
ing.”
 The Sidetrack success is still amazing to each. 
After all, when it opened, Johnston and Pena 
were sleeping on a mattress on the floor in a 
small, cold house on Southport.
 They survived, Sidetrack survived and the 
community survived.
 Side By Side is the name of the corporation 
that owns Sidetrack, “and that’s how we view 
this: the three of us have been side by side since 
1982,” Johnston said.
 This was even during the dire days of HIV/
AIDS.
 Since 1983, Sidetrack has had health insur-
ance available to its employees.
 Still, the 1980s were a brutally painful pe-
riod—personally, not professionally. Johnston 
said he went to two funerals per month, maybe 
more. “I used to say, if you give me one square-
foot of carpet, I’ll tell you what funeral home it’s 
at, because we knew them all,” he said.
 “We’re very, very proud to have had a part in 
the building of the gay community in Chicago. 
We reflect on all that our community has accom-
plished, and then we think of all the people we 
have lost. We wonder how much more could have 
been achieved.”
 Each recalls the “plague years,” when so many 
customers wanted their drinks in sealed con-
tainers, such as beer, rather than open cocktail 
glasses simply because they didn’t know how 
HIV/AIDS was spread. 
 “The foundation of who we are as a commu-
nity has so much to do with those early years of 
HIV/AIDS; we have had to build over our losses; 

and there are still empty places in our hearts for 
our missing loved ones. Yet our community is 
resilient and we continue to move forward as we 
must,” Johnston said.

more notes and quotes:
 —“Everyone knows, to get on the [bar] shelf 
at Sidetrack, you need to support the [gay] com-
munity. We would not exist as a bar if we did not 
have the gay community; they are the primary 
people who come to this bar. So we owe this; 
this is what we should be doing,” for the gay 
community, Johnston said.
 —“We sell drinks and we play videos,” Hyde 
said.
 —“We think you can still be good to your 
community and still have a successful business,” 
Johnston said.
 —“A gay bar can no longer survive just by be-
ing a gay bar. We know that we need to continue 
to innovate,” Johnston said.
 —Johnston is six days older than Pena. The 
two live together in Lincoln Park.
 —Hyde and his partner, Randy D’Agostino, live 
in Albany Park.
 —Johnston’s favorite alcohol: Ketel One vod-
ka
 —Hyde’s drink of choice: Jim Beam.
 —Johnston admitted, “I don’t think it’s much 
of a secret: I’m a big cry-baby. I cry a lot. I get 
very emotional.”
 —Pena is the opposite of Johnston: “I laugh 
at everything. I just try to find something amus-
ing about even the worst situation.”
 —Hyde regularly answers the New York Times’ 
Sunday crossword puzzles.
 —In 1982, it took Johnston two weeks to 
find a gay attorney. In 2012, Sidetrack holds an 
event on the third Friday of every month that 
attracts up to 180 gay attorneys and law school 
students.
 —“Chicago has been very good to Sidetrack,” 
Hyde said, while Johnston and Pena each shook 
their heads in agreement.
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By CaRRie maXWeLL

Bill Kelley and Chen Ooi have been a couple for 
32 years and throughout their life together they 
have volunteered for a variety of organizations. 
 They met in July 1979, between their two 
birthdays, at a late-night bar a block from Ooi’s 
apartment and two blocks from Kelley’s apart-
ment. Soon after, that they moved in together 
and have been together ever since.
 Kelley hails from Missouri and moved to Chi-
cago in 1959 to attend college. After completing 
college he worked in a variety of jobs. Some 20 
years after his college graduation, Kelley went 
back to school and received his law degree in 
1987. 
 Ooi came to Chicago from Malaysia in 1973 to 
study advertising art. Since then, he has worked 
for several agencies and eventually became a 
vice-president/group creative director. 
 Kelley began volunteering in 1965 with the 
Mattachine Midwest and many other LGBT rights 
organizations. He served on the board of the 
Chicago Access Corporation (which runs public-
access cable TV channels) and the Cook County 
Commission on Human Rights. 
 Ooi brought his talents to Asian and Friends-
Chicago, serving as social committee chairper-
son and treasurer during the organizations early 
years. He also has contributed his graphic-de-
sign skills to many organizations (he designed 
Chicago’s annual pride button for two years) and 
has provided financial, moral and domestic sup-
port for Kelley’s volunteer activities.

 

Volunteering is a passion for Kelley and Ooi. Kel-
ley was motivated to volunteer for LGBT equal-
ity due to his upbringing in racially segregated 
Missouri and his encounters with anti-gay Chi-
cago police officers in 1964. Watching Kelley get 
involved in the community spurred Ooi’s volun-
teerism as well as his own concerns for societal 
justice. It also ignited his awareness that many 
newcomers to Chicago who are of Asian origin 
need a supportive social environment (in the 
case of Asian and Friends-Chicago). 
 In addition to their volunteer work, Kelley and 
Ooi took part in a signature-challenge operation 
in 2006 sponsored by FAIR Illinois (an umbrella 
group that included the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Illinois). They were instrumental 
in getting the petitions circulated by Peter La-

Barbera’s Illinois Family Institute invalidated. 
Kelly and Ooi along with other co-plaintiffs suc-
cessfully prevented a constitutional amendment 
against same-sex marriage from appearing on 
the Illinois ballot. 
 As for the future, Ooi said, “I plan on being as 
active as possible and leave behind something 
positive for future generations.” 
 To other seniors who might want to become 
volunteers, Kelley said, “Besides helping your 
community or championing a cause, volunteer-
ing can increase your own skills and awareness, 
and it can be a good way of meeting people old 
and young and of enlarging your social circle.” 
 Ooi noted that it is important to “just go out 
and volunteer for whatever cause or issue you 
believe in.”
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Bill kelley and Chen Ooi
on their lives and
volunteer work

Bill Kelley (left) and Chen ooi. Photo by Hal 
Baim

Chicago dyke March
set for June 23 
in uptown
 The Chicago Dyke March will take place Sat-
urday, June 23, in the Uptown neighborhood.
 Every two years, the march takes place in 
a different neighborhood in the city. In the 
past, the event has been in Pilsen and the 
South Shore area.
 This year, participants will gather at Mar-
gate Park (at 4921 N. Marine Dr.) at 2 p.m. 
The march will start at 3 p.m.
 The Uptown neighborhood spans from the 

south at Wilson/Broadway to Marine Drive 
on the east and going Argyle Avenue on the 
north.
 Find out more (including the proposed 
route) at dykemarchchicago@gmail.com and 
http://chicagodykemarch.wordpress.com/
march-2.

Center appoints 
key staff
 Center on Halsted has named Dr. Claudia 
Mossier director of mental health and youth 
programs and Tim’m West associate director 
of youth programs.
 Mossier holds a doctorate in clinical psy-
chology from the Illinois School of Profes-
sional Psychology and a master’s in feminist 
psychology from Goddard. She originally 
joined Center on Halsted in February as inter-
im director for the facility’s youth and mental 
health programs.
 An accomplished musician and community 
activist, West first joined the Center staff ear-
lier this year as well, first as coordinator for 
OVAH!—an HIV outreach program in collabo-
ration with Test Positive Outreach Network 
—and later as a manager for Empowerment, 
the Center’s new HIV outreach and prevention 
program for young African-American and La-
tino men.

Chicago
Dyke march
in 2011.
Photo by
mel Ferrand
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By KaTe sosin

Bob Egan could have had a job in the LGBT com-
munity years ago. He knows enough people, has 
put in enough time and has seen the evolution 
of enough organizations to make him a commu-
nity figure. However, he had other ideas about 
how to give to his community.
 From his early days raising funds for budding 
LGBT groups to his current position at Center on 
Halsted, Egan has only ever donated one signifi-
cant thing to the LGBT community: his time.
 Egan is a lifetime LGBT volunteer. 
 “I’ve never been a protester or an activist,” 
he said, sitting at a table in the John Baran 
Senior Center at Center on Halsted, where he 
serves lunches on Tuesdays. “I never marched in 
anything.” 
 He has never signed over large checks to orga-
nizations, either, although he has donated the 
occasional resource from time to time. He wants 
to know that what he donates will go directly to 
those who need it. So he donates his service.
 Egan has been a part of Chicago’s gay scene 
since before he even knew what it was. The 
73-year-old grew up on the city’s South Side. In 
his spare time, he took the bus to Promontory 
Point, a spot near the Museum of Science and 
Industry where he knew he could look at men in 
swimsuits. 
 “I would take my little watch off and say, ‘Sir, 
can you tell me the time?’” Egan recalled, laugh-
ing.
 It was the early 1950s, long before Stonewall 
and before Egan would understand he was gay.

 In the end, he never came out. He simply lived 
his life.
 Egan began volunteering in the mid 1970s, 
when he found the Lincoln Park Lagooners, a 
group founded to provide a social alternative 
to Chicago’s gay bar scene. He had started by 
collecting money donations at parties, the pro-
ceeds of which went to Howard Brown Health 
Center.
 In 1986, he began volunteering directly at 
Howard Brown. While there, Egan witnessed 
the rise of the AIDS crisis. He watched those he 
had volunteered with at Lincoln Park Lagooners 
come out of the doctor’s office with positive test 
results.
 “You could just tell the ones that got bad 
news,” he said. “It was an emotional time.”
 The AIDS crisis pulled Egan further into vol-
unteering. He worked on Chicago’s first NAMES 
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt, and he donated 
hours to Open Hand Chicago (now the Vital 
Bridges Center on Chronic Care). 
 One day at Open Hand, another worker handed 
him a list of names and told him to pull files of 
those on the list because they had died. 
 “I was going through the list, and it was like 
going through my phone book,” he said. He 
knew at least half the names on the list. 
 Egan stayed with Open Hand until 1998.
 Eight years prior, while out cruising, Egan had 
met Warren, the man he would spend the next 
22 years with (they are still together). The two 
bought a house in the late 1990s, and Egan took 
a break from volunteering to remodel it. 
 His hiatus from volunteer work lasted about 

a year. In 1999, he took a volunteer position at 
Gerber/Hart Library and Archives, the city’s LGBT 
library, where he would remain for 10 years.
 When Egan was ready to leave Gerber/Hart in 
2009, he called on one of the first people he 
volunteered with: Modesto “Tico” Valle, CEO of 
the Center on Halsted. He asked if Valle needed 
any volunteers.
 “He said, ‘Be here on Tuesday morning,” Egan 
said. 
 Three months later, Egan went through the 
Center’s volunteer training. Three years later 
now, he is still a volunteer at the Center. 
 Asked why Egan never turned his service into 
a career, he can only shrug. 
 “I don’t know what I would apply for,” he said 
with a chuckle. “I’m just a character. What more 
can I say?”
 Egan did have a career during the early years 

of his service, a fact he relays with about as 
much as enthusiasm as one might give an ex-
planation of how to toast bread. He worked as a 
supervisor in the underwriting department of an 
insurance company. 
 But his life’s work has always been unpaid. 
 He confesses that his service has not always 
been perfect. He worries that he can be too 
bossy. 
 “I’ve always been sort of an organized and 
take charge kind of person,” he said, adding 
that his maybe this enthusiasm might not al-
ways be welcome.
 These days, Egan volunteers four hours a week. 
He works the Tuesday senior lunch shift, setting 
up the chairs, coffee and food before heading to 
the front table to sign in people. He is the first 
to arrive to the Center on Tuesdays, said Britta 
Larson, senior services director. 
 “Bob is generally waiting for the door to be 
unlocked,” said Larson.
 Egan arrives at 8 a.m., a half hour before 
the other volunteers start and a full hour be-
fore most staffers arrive. He is often the first 
on scene and the first to solve any major prob-
lems, like finding the senior center in disarray 
on mornings when it should be ready for lunch. 
It is Egan who makes the calls and sorts out 
things.
 The Center’s senior-services program works 
with approximately 500 seniors a year. Lunch, 
served three days a week, is the program’s most 
popular of its activities. Just two staffers work 
in senior services, making the program reliant 
on volunteers like Egan.
 Egan, a senior himself now, sees many of his 
contemporaries come in for meals at the Center, 
people he volunteered with in the early days. He 
will celebrate his 74th birthday this month, but 
he said he is not slowing down yet.
 Larson seemed to agree. “Things change. 
People move on,” she said. “But Bob is always 
here.” 

pRIdE MONth: lGBt SENIORS

Bob Egan: a life’s
work in donated time

Bob egan. Photo by Kate sosin
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By CaRRie maXWeLL

A tribute honoring lesbian Puerto Rican educa-
tor and activist Dr. Antonia Pantoja was held 
June 1 at the Institute for Puerto Rican Arts and 
Culture. About 50 people attended the event, 
which kicked off both Puerto Rican Indepen-
dence Month and Pride Month. 
 Hosted by The Legacy Project and ASPIRA Inc. 
of Illinois, the tribute began with a reception 
followed by remarks by the executive direc-
tor and founder of The Legacy Project, Victor 
Salvo; ASPIRA of Illinois Chair Fernando Grillo; 
renowned Puerto Rican painter, graphic artist, 
writer and radio and television personality An-
tonio Martorell; and DePaul University Professor 
Lourdes Torres. 
 One of the 2012 Legacy Walk inductees, Pan-
toja was an educator focusing on the needs of 
disadvantaged children. She co-founded the 
Hispanic American Youth Association which lat-
er became the Puerto Rican Association for Com-
munity Affairs and founded both the National 
Puerto Rican Forum and ASPIRA. She received 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom from Bill Clin-
ton in 1996. 
 Salvo spoke about Pantoja’s importance within 
the Puerto Rican community and how he came 
to know her work. “Those of us who are LGBT 
grew up without historically significant role 
models—strangers to ourselves, our history 
and each other,” he said. “Like the children Dr. 
Pantoja sought to reach, we didn’t learn about 
people like us in school. We have chosen to cre-
ate a physical space—The Legacy Walk—where 
people will come to read about the contribu-
tions that LGBT people like Dr. Pantoja have 
made to world history and culture. 
 “I met Dr. Pantoja in the fall of her life and 
I came away from that meeting with the re-
alization that her ongoing discussion was of 
self-identity. Dr. Pantoja dared to challenge the 
establishment on education and poverty and 
by working on these causes she evolved into a 
person whom has had an everlasting impact on 
our community, society and world.” 
 Martorell said, “Toni was a woman of her word 
and she said it so well. I always met Toni at 

crossroads in our lives as we were moving from 
one place to another and what I saw was that 
she never thought small she always thought 
big since she had faith in everyone she met.” 
He also talked about how pleased he was to 
be asked to create the cover art for Pantoja’s 
autobiography, Memoir of a Visionary: Antonia 
Pantoja.
 Torres—who introduced Salvo to Pantoja—
spoke about why she nominated Pantoja to be 
a Legacy Project inductee: “I think we need to 
celebrate all aspects of her life, her passion and 
commitment to a wide range of social issues as 
well as her passion and love for women. I re-
member how pleased I was to see public recog-
nition of her lesbian relationship in the obituary 
that ran in the New York Times with the quote, 
‘She is survived by her partner, Dr. Wilhelmina 
Perry.” Torres noted that Pantoja finally claimed 
her lesbian identity in her autobiography which 
was published just before her death.
 A screening of Lillian Jiménez’s award-winning 
2009 documentary, Antonia Pantoja Presente!, 
followed Torres’ remarks.
 Although Perry was unable to attend the 

event, she did relay her sentiments: “I am deep-
ly moved and thrilled that Dr. Pantoja is being 
honored in this way. I know that my activism, 
since her death, for LGBT rights is something 
that would have brought her great pride. I have 
shared with some people that immediately prior 
to her death, Toni had made the decision to 
advocate on behalf of LGBT youth. Her remarks 
were, ‘I have worked hard for so many youth, 
but I have not served these youth who are most 
abandoned and vulnerable.’ She was deeply con-

cerned about what we learning of homeless 
youth in New York City. It is my great pride, as 
her partner, to wish you a glorious celebration.”
 Co-sponsors included the Association for La-
tino Men in Action (ALMA), Amigas Latinas, La 
Casa Norte, Puerto Rican Agenda, Unidos, Vida/
SIDA, and Primera Iglesia Congregacional de 
Chicago.
 See www.legacyprojectchicago.org and www.
aspirail.org for more information.

dr. antonia pantoja
honored as
pride Month starts

Victor salvo at the Pantoja event. Photo by 
Carrie maxwell

transgender confab
celebrates 30 years
BY KATE SOSIN

An estimated 320 people flocked to Downer’s 
Grove, Ill., the last week of May for Chicago’s 
30th anniversary Be-All Conference.
 The transgender conference is one of the 
largest of its kind in the country, featuring a 
variety of workshops, vendors and speakers.
 For three decades, the conference has been 
hosting increasing numbers of attendees 
largely made up of transgender women. When 
the first conference was held in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., six people attended. Since, its crowds 
have swelled to nearly 500 some years.
 “It makes such a huge impact on people, 
knowing that they’re not alone,” said Olivia 
Connors, chair of the 2012 conference. 
 Amanda Simpson, the first out transgender 
presidential appointee in U.S. history, gave 
this year’s keynote address. Simpson is cur-
rently serving as the special assistant to the 
Army Acquisition Executive. 
 Simpson recalled her own gender journey 
and its impact on her career. 
 “Even a few years ago, I never would have 
imagined I would have an office in the Pen-
tagon,” she said, adding that the office she 
currently occupies was destroyed in the 9/11 
attacks. 
 Simpson discussed her fears about how 
coming out would impact her career, but said 
that in the end, the choice to come out was a 
matter of being authentic. 
 “I was afraid that I would lose everything,” 
she said. 
 Simpson began her transition long before 
her presidential appointment, which was in-
tensely scrutinized by the media because she 
is transgender.
 In the end, Simpson said, her transition 
neither aided nor hurt her career, not even in 

her new capacity in the U.S. Army.
 “I am asked, ‘what is worth it?’ Was it worth 
it to be my authentic self?” she said. “Hell, 
yes.”
 Mara Keisling, executive director of the Na-
tional Center for Transgender Equality, intro-
duced Simpson’s lunchtime address.
 Special honors went to Rachel’s Wigs, 
Transformations by Rori, Barbra Getz, Dr. Fred 
Ettner, Dr. Toby Meltzer, Dr. Douglas Ouster-
hout, Dr. Ken Dollarhide, Dr. Richard Docter 
and Kelly Morrissy. 
 Connors said that Be-All participation has 
waned in recent years due to the poor econ-
omy, but that its mission to educate and em-
power has remained constant since its start.
 “As somebody said to me, ‘You’ve probably 
saved more lives than you realize,’” she said. 

mara Keisling at the Be-all Conference. 
Photo by Kate sosin
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Aimee Pine went to Loyola 
University with hopes of be-
coming a high school history 
teacher because “I like seeing 
tangible results,” she said.
 However, she went to her 
first meeting of the College 
Democrats as a freshman and 
quickly realized that there are 
other ways to make a differ-
ence, including, through government.
 Pine was the president of Loyola’s College Democrats during 
her sophomore and junior years, and where she met her best 
friend: Bennett Lawson, who was a freshman when she was a 
sophomore. Lawson now works for openly gay 44th Ward Ald. 
Tom Tunney.
 Pine, meanwhile, also has had a career behind the scenes in 
government. Her first job out of college, at age 22, was as the 
district director for Sen. Carol Ronen. Pine also has worked 
for former state Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, Congressman Mike 
Quigley, Tunney and, currently, Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon.
 “I think [government] is the purest form of public service,” 
said Pine, who prefers to remain behind the scenes, as opposed 
to running for a position.
 Pine’s political resume also includes being in the chamber 
of the Illinois Senate in Springfield in 2004 when the Human 
Rights Bill was passed. “That was pretty amazing to see happen 
in-person,” she said.
 She also was in Springfield in December 2010 when the civil-
unions bill was passed. “[That was like] seeing history happen-
ing right in front of you,” Pine said. 

Pronoun
 She/her/zie/hir.    

identifies as
 “I throw around a lot of identifiers for myself, 
but am happiest when using very few of them. 
Right now I feel trans* woman is a shoe that 
fits.”

Life’s work:
 “Right now, I’m a student at Truman, work-
ing on my degree in biochemistry under the UIC 
transfer program.”

Job
 “Keeping my husband and my partner of seven 
months (two different people) happy is a full 
time job in itself.”

neighborhood
 West Rogers Park.

What is the best thing about being trans/ 
gender-variant?
 “For me, I would say it’s probably knowing that 
my gender is my own. Culture be damned; I’m 
100% me.”

When did you start questioning gender? 
 “I think for me, it was kindergarten. It was 
actually kind of backwards from a lot of people’s 
narrative. I remember saying I wanted to be a 

goddess when I grew up, and realizing from the 
responses I got that everyone thought I was a 
boy. Before that I didn’t realize.”

How do you explain the way you feel about 
gender to others? 
 “Gender is something that doesn’t exist in a 
bubble. My gender is a mix of how I see my-
self and how others see me. I feel like the more 
those two views are in alignment, the happier I 
usually am.”  

Do you consider yourself an activist? 
 “For sure. I’ve been laying low for a while, 
but I started a group for male assigned at birth 
trans* identified folks all over the spectrum re-
cently that’s been a major focus in my life as of 
late. It’s called No Boys Allowed, and I really 
love bringing this group together.” 

in your opinion, what are the most important 
issues facing the trans/ gender-variant com-
munity? 
 “Our biggest issue seems to be that we’re the 
outsiders in the LGBTQ community. I’ve experi-
enced about as much transphobia from the LGB 
folks as I have from straight cis folks. I think 
building toward unity of all types of queers is 
where we need to start, so we can all work to-
gether for the things we need. I don’t think we 
can do anything until we have allies.”

ComPiLeD By KaTe sosin

To nominate a person
 for T in the life, email: Kate Sosin 

sosin@windycitytimes.com

Age
35

Neighborhood
East Lakeview

Job title
Director of operations for Illinois Lt. 
Gov. Sheila Simon

Pet
Mugsy, a Boston terrier

Relationship status
“Off the market”

Hobbies
Musicals, traveling, politics, food

Favorite bar
North End, where she is believed to be 
only the second woman to ever work 
there over the past 29 years

Favorite restaurant
HB Home Bistro

It’s a fact
Collects belt buckets

GAYin the
LIFE

Aimee Pine
TeXT anD PHoTos By Ross FoRman

Victoria Jean Aschebrook-Kealiher 
Tin the LIFE
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“Windy City media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.s. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David marshall, Research 
Director, Community marketing, inc.
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hIV/aIdS gets
me running
for a reason
Running’s never been my thing. Chubby and 
slow as a kid, I was perpetually last to round the 
softball bases, to huff and puff through the 100-
yard dash, to waddle back inside after recess. 
Right now, adult Jenni is still chubby and even 
slower than that pigtail-sporting grade-school-
er was, but in a few short months this pokey 
little puppy will be lacing up her size-11 Nikes 
to run the Chicago Half-Marathon. Crazy, right? 
Maybe—but I’ve got a few fabulous reasons for 
embarking on this insanity.
 One, I don’t have to go it alone. The folks at 
Team to End AIDS (T2EA) are helping me and 
tons of other runners elevate their level of 
athleticism from wannabe to warrior. They call 
themselves coaches, but they could just as well 
be labeled wizards: Through education and in-
spiration and a whole bunch of tough love, they 
transform athletes of all shapes and abilities 
and empower them to do amazing, astounding 
incredible things, like run half-marathons, full 
marathons and triathlons for the first time. With 
their guidance, couch potatoes like me turn into 
runners—something just a few short months 
ago I would have thought impossible. Slow, yes, 
but with their assistance, sluggish newbies get 
faster every day—and experienced athletes be-
come even more awesome.
 Two, by training under the capable and caring 
tutelage of T2EA, I’m helping to improve more 
lives than just my own. T2EA is part of the AIDS 

Foundation of Chicago (AFC); the athletes who 
benefit from the training give back by raising 
money to fund their noble mission of improv-
ing the lives of people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Since 1985, AFC has been a champion in the 
fight, working with community organizations to 
develop and improve services; fund and coor-
dinate prevention, care and advocacy projects; 
and champion effective, compassionate HIV/
AIDS policy. It’s vital work; every nine and a half 
minutes, another person in the United States is 
infected with HIV. At this moment, 1.2 million 
people in the U.S. are living with the disease. 
Every stride I take as a T2EA athlete—and every 
dollar my teammates and I raise—gets us one 
step closer to the day when we find a cure and 
HIV/AIDS is gone for good.
 I could really use your help in crossing the 
finish line. If you’d like to give me a push and 
at the same time help the T2EA team in the 
struggle to conquer HIV/AIDS, there’s a few 
easy ways you can lend a hand:
 —Give to my Chicago Half-Marathon fundrais-
er. I’d be beyond thrilled to get any kind of con-
tribution. Donations both big and small make a 

huge difference. You can go to my T2EA page at 
http://afc.aidschicago.org/netcommunity/Run-
JenniRun.
 —Come to my birthday party/T2EA fundraiser/
karaoke fest/’80s-themed extravaganza at The 
Call (at Clark Street and Bryn Mawr Avenue) on 
Thursday, June 21. There’ll be drink specials, 
raffle prizes and lots of off-key singing. See 
“Spinner’s (Halfway to Her) 80s Karaoke Party” 
on Facebook.
 —Volunteer for T2EA. With the economy being 
rough and tumble as it is, most of us have more 
time than money these days. Happily, time is 
something the folks at T2EA would be happy for 
you to give—if you can spare a few hours to cor-
ral runners during a training run, hand out water 
or support T2EA at any of the events leading 
up to the half- and full marathons, great. Learn 
more at www.teamtoendaids.com. 
 —Show up to the sidelines of the Chicago Half 
Marathon (www.chicagohalfmarathon.com) on 
Sept. 9 and cheer me on. I’ll be the slow plus-
sized gal wearing a red T2EA shirt—and a smile.
 Jenni spinner is a business writer and be-
ginner athlete.

Send letters and viewpoints to
Andrew@WindyCity
MediaGroup.com.

Items may be edited
for length or clarity.

JENNI
SPINNER

Romney’s faith
isn’t the problem
Does religion matter in the race for president? 
It seems like a simple question with a simple 
answer, doesn’t it? But this year it might not 
be, since the Republican candidate is a Mormon, 
and not only a Mormon, but a member of the 
Mormon clergy, a bishop (similar to a pastor in 
other religions) and a stake president, where he 
presided over several congregations.
 Considering the teachings regarding the LGBT 
community by the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints and how diligently they worked to 
pass Proposition 8 in California, this might seem 
alarming. But wait: There’s a true Mitt Romney 
twist. During the late 1980s and early ’90s, when 
he served as bishop in Boston, he didn’t always 
follow the letter of the Mormon law. He allowed 
divorced men to continue in leadership posi-
tions, and allowed a couple of divorced parents 
to adopt. (The church later changed its policy to 
allow this.)
 Of course, this all served him well when he 
decided to run for governor in liberal Massachu-
setts. However, he’s not running for governor 
this time: He’s running for president, with a dif-
ferent demographic slant.

 Many know that Romney was the former gov-
ernor of Massachusetts. In 1994, he stepped 
down as bishop to run for his first public office 
in a campaign against Sen. Ted Kennedy for the 
U.S. Senate. During the campaign, he stated he 
was better on gay rights than Kennedy. Unable 
to unseat Kennedy, public office called Romney 
again and, in 2002, he was elected governor. He 
nominated LGBT people as judges and backed a 
universal health-care act and, as he stated at 
the time, in 2004 he reluctantly instructed town 
clerks to issue marriage licenses to gay and les-
bian couples. In 2005, he endorsed an effort to 
amend the Massachusetts Constitution to ban 
same-sex marriage, with no provision for civil 
unions in the petition.
 He decided not to run for re-election in 2006 
and, instead, planned a campaign for the 2008 
Republican presidential nomination. It was also 
the same year John McCain was up for the same 

prize, but it was McCain’s second round and he 
understood the Republican base.
 McCain showed Romney that to be nominated, 
you must be a bona fide conservative. And so 
he spent the last four years attempting to prove 
his conservative values. Those values are more 
in line with the Mormon Church but, as we’ve 
seen, Romney doesn’t always follow the church, 
although he always works with it. It’s not his 
Mormonism that one has to worry about. After 
all, John Kennedy, America’s first Catholic presi-
dent, made his independence known and stood 
for civil rights.
 Can we say the same about Romney?
 Philadelphia Gay news Publisher mark segal 
is the nation’s most-award-winning commen-
tator in LGBT media. He can be reached at 
mark@epgn.com.

Team to end 
aiDs half-
marathon trainee 
Jenni spinner, 
center, with 
teammates Kate 
Hamilton, left, 
and Rebecca 
Kell, right.
Photo from
spinner

MARK
SEGAL
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By sCoTT C. moRGan
 
Out actor, playwright and Chicago native Paul 
Oakley Stovall was surprised that Tony Award-
winning actress Phylicia Rashad (The Cosby 
Show, A Raisin in the Sun) agreed to read his 
play Immediate Family. He was even more elated 
when she came on to direct the play, which is 
now in previews at the Goodman Theatre’s Owen 
Bruner Theatre as a rental production produced 
by Paul Boskind, Ruth Hendel and Stephen Hen-
del in association with About Face Theatre.
 “I just went out on a limb and took a chance 
and I was very lucky that someone of her stat-
ure said, ‘Sure, I’ll read your play,’” Stovall said 
during a recent telephone interview. “Three days 
later she emailed in a very long email saying 
very nice things, and even then I didn’t have the 
courage to ask her to direct it for another couple 
of months.”
 Stovall, who also serves as an advance asso-
ciate for President Obama’s administration, is 
grateful that Rashad is stretching herself as an 
artist and director by tackling a new text. And 
that’s even when Rashad’s advice clashes with 
his writing instincts.
 “I really go for it with what I like to say as 
how people really talk in my dialogue.” Stovall 
said. So he was taken aback later on in the re-
hearsal process when Rashad called him out on a 
joke that she felt was offensive. Though Stovall 
was apprehensive about making a change, it was 
when Rashad invoked the name of comedy great 
Bill Cosby that he eventually relented.
 “So you don’t ever have to insult another reli-
gion, race or sexuality—even if it’s your attempt 
to say, ‘Hey, I’m an equal opportunity offender 
and have my sights set on everybody,’” Stovall 
said, thinking back to his own experiences with 

Cosby’s revered humor.
 Immediate Family is a major reworking of 
Stovall’s 2005 Chicago play As Much as You 
Can—so much so that he feels the work can 
rightfully be billed as a world premiere. It deals 
with the African-American Bryant family, who 
reunites in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood 
for the youngest brother’s wedding. At this 
stressful and celebratory juncture, secrets get 
revealed and family members take sides when 
the prodigal son Jesse shows up with his Swed-
ish “friend” (who is actually his boyfriend.)
 Even though several social breakthroughs have 
occurred in the past few months with endorse-
ments of same-sex marriage by President Barack 
Obama and the NAACP, Stovall still says his play 
is timely since so many other individuals need 
to be convinced in order to shift on their own 
personal opinions on the issue.
 “This play is about the possibility of one per-
son shifting their point of view on something 
because I think that’s how real change hap-
pens—it happens through tiny little shifts and 
tiny little earthquakes,” Stovall said about his 
characters in Immediate Family. “Let’s not forget 
that (these high-profile endorsements for gay 
marriage) has raised the ire of many people who 
disagree.”
 Stovall doesn’t want to jinx his hopes of a 
high-profile future life for Immediate Family 
once its Chicago run concludes, even if Tony 
Award-winning producers are already attached 
to his play. Stovall also hopes Immediate Family 
will attract a wider audience who can see be-
yond simple labels.
 “It’s easy to say that, okay, I’m an African-
American gay writer so it’s a ‘gay play,’” Stovall 
said. “But it’s really a play about siblings and it’s 
a play about family and who is a family, whether 

it’s a constructed family or a blood family or 
your adopted family. As I say in the play, it’s all 
your immediate family.” 
 Immediate Family continues through Aug. 5 
at the Goodman Theatre’s Owen Bruner Theatre, 
170 N. Dearborn St. Previews run through June 
7, with an official opening night of June 8. Per-
formance schedule varies, but largely 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Thursdays (no shows July 2-4), 
8 p.m. Fridays, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 2 and 
7:30 p.m. Sundays. Preview tickets are $20-$39, 
and $20-$54 during the regular run. Call 312-
443-3800 or visit www.goodmantheatre.org for 
more information.
 
Follies in L.a.
 The acclaimed 2011 Broadway revival of the 
Stephen Sondheim/James Goldman musical Fol-
lies recently transferred to Los Angeles after its 

New York run ended, just like its original produc-
tion from 1971. 
 Back in 1972, Follies was the first show to 
open up the new Shubert Theatre in Century City, 
Calif. (which was later demolished in 2002—an 
ironic twist since Follies is a musical set at a 
showgirl reunion at a soon-to-be demolished 
theater). In 2012, Follies served as a replace-
ment subscription show when a Broadway-bound 
revival of Funny Girl starring Lauren Ambrose 
(Six Feet Under) at the Ahmanson Theatre was 
scuttled when its funding fell through. 
 Although the Eric Schaeffer-directed revival 
that originated at the Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington, D.C., is largely the same, there is a key 
difference that makes Follies in Los Angeles so 
much more fulfilling and richer than it was on 
Broadway. 
 Tony Award winner Victoria Clark (The Light 
in the Piazza) assumed the role of Sally Durant 
Plummer, which was previously played in the 
revival by Tony Award-winner Bernadette Peters 
(Song and Dance, Into the Woods). 
 With her soaring soprano voice and a decision 
not to reveal her character’s mental instability 
up front, Clark offered up a much more compel-
ling take on the role than Peters, who despite 
her best efforts, was essentially miscast. Theater 
fanatics who like to judge quality by award con-
tests noted that Peters was not nominated for 
a Tony Award, while three of her Follies costars 
were nominated in leading acting categories 
(Jan Maxwell, Danny Burstein and Ron Raines.)   
 Follies overall is nominated for eight Tonys, 
and is expected to fare well at the Tony Awards 
Sunday, June 10 (broadcast on CBS). Although 
the show has closed on Broadway, Follies’ tri-
umphant return to Los Angeles shows how a 
casting change can make an enormous differ-
ence. 
 Follies runs at the Ahmanson Theatre, 135 N. 
Grand Ave., in Los Angeles, through Saturday, 
June 9. Visit www.centertheatregroup.com for 
more information. 
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THEATER REVIEW

Romeo and Juliet
Playwright: William shakespeare/
Felice Romani
at: The Hypocrites at Chopin 
Theatre, 1543 W. Division st.
Tickets: 773-989-7352; 
www.the-hypocrites.com; $36
Runs through: July 1 

By maRy sHen BaRniDGe
 
If Sean Graney’s wedding of Dumas’ La Dame 
Aux Camélias with Verdi’s La Traviata in 2004 
could be dubbed a mash-up, this amalgama-
tion of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and Fe-
lice Romani’s libretto for Bellini’s I Capuleti e I 
Montecchi is a jambalaya. Imagine feeding both 
texts through a shredder and then reconstruct-
ing the venerable story from the fragments, or 
recounting the tragic tale of star-crossed lovers 
as a children’s telephone-game. Astonishingly 
enough, it all emerges whole, coherent and ex-
tremely entertaining.
 The Shakespeare play is based on a feud be-
tween families, but Romani hearkens to the ear-
lier 13th-century Italian version, in which the 
Montecchi and Capuleti are rival political fac-
tions, with Romeo and his sidekick Lorenzo lead-
ing the armies rebelling against the incumbent 
rule of Guilietta’s father, Capellio. That’s all you 
need to know, because under Graney’s direction, 
four actors in rehearsal clothes take on all the 
roles, their stage a room-sized rug (we, the au-
dience, are the surrounding walls), augmented 
by a ‘50s-style pole-lamp; some likewise vintage 
audio equipment; and furniture that includes a 
butcher-block coffee table holding four sturdy 
swords. 
 For 80 minutes, this quartet proceeds to enact 

the timeless tragedy at warp speed, 
dancing between their respective 
scripts with occasional forays into 
modern vernacular (“You’re really 
creepy, boy!”) while melding mul-
tiple characters into single func-
tioning personalities. “Romeo’s side-
kick,” for example, combines parts 
of Benvolio, Friar Lawrence and 
the Nurse. This inevitably leads to 
a certain amount of self-referential 
humor, as when a dying Mercutio ac-
cuses his assassin of “stealing my 
life and my lines!” 
 What distinguishes these antics 
from those of comparative-lit under-
grads on a spree the day after finals 
(“Oh, Paris, you’re such a pussy!”) is 
the disciplined precision exhibited 
by the artists tackling material ren-
dered difficult by its rearrangement 
of familiar language into unfamiliar 
sequence as they deliver it to spec-
tators seated so close that warnings 
are issued when Ryan Bourque’s 
cleverly crafted violence is immi-
nent. Walter Briggs, Lindsay Gavel, 
Tien Doman and Zeke Sulkes never 
miss a step, maintaining a smooth 
flow of tempo and momentum so 
that the infrequent stumble passes 
virtually undetected, even by the-
atergoers spurred to peak alertness 
by the dazzling microcosm flashing 
before their eyes. However many in-
terpretations of this classroom clas-
sic you may have witnessed—and 
the more, the better—you’ll never 
again see it like this. THEATER REVIEW

The Jammer
Playwright: Rolin Jones
at: Pine Box Theater at the 
athenaeum, 2936 n. southport ave.
Tickets: 773-935-6875; 
www.pineboxtheater.org; $28
Runs through: July 1

By maRy sHen BaRniDGe
 
Rolin Jones was a twentysomething student 
when he wrote The Jammer in 2004—a play 
in which 1958 was a mythical age shrouded 
in commercial images flourishing under the 
post-war boom economy. Among these were 
the simplistic values preserved in spectator 
sports like pro wrestling and competitive 
skate-racing—activities whose popularity 
rests less on exhibitions of athletic skill than 
on spurious analogies to warfare. Granting 
that premise, it’s only a short step to a mo-
rality fable.
 Our prodigal, Jack Lovington, is a Catholic 
boy from Brooklyn, a former hell-on-wheels 
skater now working in a paper factory by day 
and driving a cab by night—his sacrifice will-
ingly endured to ensure a happy future with 
his betrothed. Temptation arrives in the form 
of small-time promoter Lenny Ringle, who 
lures the holy roller back into the rink to join 
his underdog squad of misfits and borderline 
psychos on their quest for the championship. 
After our innocent lamb suffers the requisite 
hard knocks, he returns home wiser for his 
experience, where he finds his peers likewise 
enlightened by a changing America.
 The precision-drilled cast assembled in ser-
vice of this reliable yarn cannot be faulted 
in any way, but the show currently occupying 
the Athenaeum’s second-floor room is hob-
bled by two flaws that may prove insurmount-
able. First is the ambiguous tone of Jones’ 
text, the mock-melodrama of Jack’s anguish 
juxtaposed with comic-book exaggeration, as 
in a doctor’s visit after our sad sack contracts 
multiple STDs and the ubiquitous jibes at his 
fiancee’s alleged homeliness. Fortunately, it’s 
not all frat-house humor—the slow-won ac-
cord between the old- and new-school parish 
priests is handled with wit and warmth, as 

is the growing independence of the much-
maligned bride-to-be (and a brief, but sig-
nificant, exchange between a pair of African-
American professional men).
 More problematic is Pine Box Theater’s at-
tempt to conjure a universe defined by ev-
er-increasing velocity on too small a stage. 
When we are asked to imagine various ve-
hicles—taxicabs, buses, Coney Island roller-
coasters—the riders’ body language apprises 
us of the journey’s progress. However, on a 
circular raceway measuring only 17 feet at its 
widest, the kinetic nuances of actors miming 
gravity-defying propulsion—often encum-
bered by hand-held life-sized cutout man-
nequins—cannot help but become blurred in 
visual clutter. If there’s one thing derby com-
petition teaches, it’s that the tiniest margins 
count toward victory or defeat. 

Romeo and Juliet. Photo by Ryan Bourque

The Jammer. Photo by michael Brosilow

CULTURE CLUB

Thursday–Sunday through June 10, 2012
Call 773-761-4477 or visit www.lifelinetheatre.com

PRIDE & PREJUDICE
Based on the classic romance by Jane Austen
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THEATER REVIEW

State Street
score: Philip LaZebnik; 
Book: Kingsley Day and LaZebnik
at: City Lit Theater, 1020 W. Bryn mawr ave.
Tickets: 773-293-3682 or 
www.citylit.org; $30
Runs through: June 24

By sCoTT C. moRGan

Chicago history buffs appear to be the target au-
dience for State Street, a world-premiere musical 
comedy by Philip LaZebnik and Kingsley Day. But 
historians journeying to City Lit Theater to see 
State Street probably aren’t going to be that im-

pressed, even though the bulk of the characters 
are based upon significant and notorious 19th-
century Chicagoans. 
 State Street is set in 1871, the year of the 
Great Chicago Fire. But rather than focus on the 
drama and individual stories from that disaster 
(as Lookingglass Theatre did earlier this season 
with The Great Fire), LaZebnik and Day appear 
more interested in creating a world for famous 
Chicagoans to sing and cavort about the stage 
as if they were in a sketch-comedy revue.
 Hence, we get Chicago business titans like 
Marshall Field, Potter Palmer, Cyrus McCormick 
and Samuel Nickerson singing together as a bar-
ber-shop quartet. Crosby Opera House proprietor 
Uranus H. Crosby (Matthew Keffer) is presented 
as a huckster con artist in the vein of The Mu-

sic Man’s Harold Hill, while crooked 
gamblers Cap Hyman (Clay Sanderson) 
and George Trussell (Chase McCurdy) 
always greet each other with an un-
funny pistol shoot-out gag.
   The creators of State Street take 
great delight in cramming in as many 
Chicago historical figures as possible, 
ranging from scandal-mongering Chi-
cago Times editor Wilbur Storey (Matt 
Rockwood) to the brothel madam 
Annie Stafford (Patti Roeder). Thus, 
State Street becomes overloaded with 
characters severely lacking in much 
dramatic conflict or development. 
    Day and LaZebnik do present a fic-
tional opera-loving and moralistic 
grown orphan character named Jen-
nie Comstock (Diane Mair) to guide 
us through the milieu of Chicago’s 
high-society matrons and lowlife bar 
habitués, but she’s treated more as 
a silly framing device than a person 
the audience should care about. That’s 
despite  ambitious bellhop and future 
hotel magnate John B. Drake’s (Matt 
Edmonds) off-again, on-again roman-
tic pursuit of Jennie. This lightweight 

romantic plot device feels cribbed from Sandy 
Wilson’s The Boyfriend.
 State Street receives a choppy staging by 
Second City veteran Sheldon Patinkin, but he’s 
saddled with pieced-together and derivative ma-
terial that revels more in recasting its historical 
research in a comical light rather than serving a 
coherent and involving story. The large cast also 
seem to be stylistically undone by State Street, 
with only Annie Passanisi (and sometimes Ed 
Rutherford) finding an appropriate exaggerated 
and comic performance style to appropriately 
mesh with the material.
 

One can easily see the ambition of State Street, 
and City Lit bursts at its seams to present it 
all in its intimate space at Edgewater Presbyte-
rian Church. But ultimately, State Street fails at 
trying to refashion Chicago history as rollicking 
musical comedy.

state street. Photo by Timmy samuel
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Chicago-area fans of Rock of ages will have a great opportunity to compare and contrast the 
stage show with the forthcoming star-studded Hollywood film version. That’s because the hit 
2009 Broadway jukebox musical featuring ‘80s metal hits by the likes of Twisted Sister, Journey 
and more has returned to the Windy City for a third time for an extended sit-down engagement. 
Rock of Ages continues through Sunday, Aug. 5, at the Broadway Playhouse at Water Tower Place, 
175 E. Chestnut St. Performances times vary, but are mostly 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays, 
2 and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $67-$77. Call 800-775-2000 or 
visit www.broadwayinchicago.com. Photo courtesy of Broadway in Chicago 
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EGRIFTA® (eh-GRIF-tuh) 
(tesamorelin for injection) for subcutaneous use

Read the Patient Information that comes with EGRIFTA® before you start to take it 
and each time you get a refill. There may be new information. This leaflet does not take 
the place of talking to your healthcare provider about your medical condition or  
your treatment.

What is EGRIFTA®?
•  EGRIFTA® is an injectable prescription medicine to reduce the excess in abdominal  

fat in HIV-infected patients with lipodystrophy. EGRIFTA® contains a growth  
hormone-releasing factor (GRF)

•  The impact and safety of EGRIFTA® on cardiovascular health has not been studied
•  EGRIFTA® is not indicated for weight-loss management
•  It is not known whether taking EGRIFTA® helps improve compliance with  

antiretroviral medications
•  It is not known if EGRIFTA® is safe and effective in children. EGRIFTA® is not 

recommended to be used in children

Who should not use EGRIFTA®?
Do not use EGRIFTA® if you:
•   have pituitary gland tumor, pituitary gland surgery, or other problems related to your 

pituitary gland
•  have active cancer (either newly diagnosed or recurrent) or are receiving treatment 

for cancer
•   are allergic to tesamorelin or any of the ingredients in EGRIFTA®. See the end of this 

leaflet for a complete list of ingredients in EGRIFTA®

•  are pregnant or become pregnant. If you become pregnant, stop using EGRIFTA® and 
talk with your healthcare provider. See “What should I tell my healthcare provider 
before using EGRIFTA®?”

What should I tell my healthcare provider before using EGRIFTA®?
Before using EGRIFTA®,  tell your healthcare provider if you:

•  have or have had cancer
•  have diabetes
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if EGRIFTA® passes into your 

breast milk. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that 
HIV-infected mothers not breastfeed to avoid the risk of passing HIV infection to your 
baby. Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby if you 
are taking EGRIFTA® 

•  have kidney or liver problems
•  have any other medical condition

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription 
and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. EGRIFTA® may affect 
the way other medicines work, and other medicines may affect how EGRIFTA® works. 
Know the medicines you take. Keep a list with you to show your healthcare provider and 
pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

How should I use EGRIFTA®?

•  Read the detailed “Instructions for Use” that comes with EGRIFTA® before you start 
using EGRIFTA®.  Your healthcare provider will show you how to inject EGRIFTA®

•  Use EGRIFTA® exactly as prescribed by your healthcare provider
•   Inject EGRIFTA® under the skin (subcutaneously) of your stomach area (abdomen)
•  Change (rotate) the injection site on your stomach area (abdomen) with each dose. 

Do not inject EGRIFTA® into scar tissue, bruises, or your navel
•  Do not share needles or syringes with other people. Sharing of needles can result in 

the transmission of infectious diseases, such as HIV

What are the possible side effects of EGRIFTA®?
EGRIFTA® may cause serious side effects including:

•  Serious allergic reaction. Some people taking EGRIFTA® may have an allergic reaction. 
Stop using EGRIFTA® and get emergency help right away if you have any of the 
following symptoms:
– a rash over your body

 – hives
 – swelling of your face or throat
 – shortness of breath or trouble breathing
 – fast heartbeat
 – feeling of faintness or fainting

•  Swelling (fluid retention). EGRIFTA® can cause swelling in some parts of your body. 
Call your healthcare provider if you have an increase in joint pain, or pain or 
numbness in your hands or wrist (carpal tunnel syndrome)

•   Increase in glucose (blood sugar) intolerance and diabetes. Your healthcare provider 
will measure your blood sugar periodically

•   Injection-site reactions. Change (rotate) your injection site to help lower your risk for 
injection-site reactions. Call your healthcare provider for medical advice if you have 
the following symptoms around the area of the injection site:

 – redness
 – itching
 – pain
 – irritation

The most common side effects of EGRIFTA® include:
 – joint pain
 – pain in legs and arms
 – swelling in your legs
 – muscle soreness
 – tingling, numbness, and pricking

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that does not 
go away.
These are not all the possible side effects of EGRIFTA®. For more information, ask your 
healthcare provider or pharmacist.
Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. To report side effects, 
contact EMD Serono toll-free at 1-800-283-8088, ext. 5563. You may report side effects 
to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

Keep EGRIFTA® and all medicines out of the reach of children.

General information about the safe and effective use of EGRIFTA®:
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed in a Patient 
Information leaflet. Do not use EGRIFTA® for a condition for which it was not prescribed.

Do not give EGRIFTA® to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It 
may harm them.
Do not share your EGRIFTA® syringe with another person, even if the needle is changed. 
Do not share your EGRIFTA® needles with another person.

This Patient Information leaflet summarizes the most important information about 
EGRIFTA®. If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about EGRIFTA® that is 
written for healthcare professionals.

For more information about EGRIFTA®, go to www.EGRIFTA.com or contact the 
AXIS Center toll-free at 1-877-714-2947.

What are the ingredients in EGRIFTA®?
Active ingredient: tesamorelin
Inactive ingredients: mannitol and Sterile Water for Injection

– bleeding
– rash
– swelling

– nausea
– vomiting
– rash
– itching

© 2012 EMD Serono, Inc.  120120-161843  2/12  All rights reserved.  
EGRIFTA® is a registered trademark of Theratechnologies Inc.
Distributed by EMD Serono, Inc., Rockland, MA 02370
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THEATER REVIEW

Beowulf
Playwright: no adapter credited
at: arcas Productions at 
studio Be, 3110 n. sheffield ave.
Tickets: www.studio-be.org; 
773-248-5900; $20
Runs through: June 10

By JonaTHan aBaRBaneL
 
Director and choreographer Jeff Lynch espouses 
an interesting, even commendable, aesthetic 
with his still-new Arcas Productions (founded 
2011), for which Beowulf is the most ambitious 
effort to date. If this production is not quite 
ready for prime time—and it’s not—the sticking 
point may be that very aesthetic.
 It’s not stated anywhere in the program, but 
the various online info sources for Beowulf state 
that Arcas Productions was founded to use the-
ater and movement to combat negative male 
body-image issues. You certainly see that com-
mitment in action on stage, where the company 
of 10 men is in constant athletic motion in a 
55-minute adaptation of the great Medieval An-
glo-Saxon epic poem, in which a fictional Scan-
dinavian warrior and king fights and defeats the 
monster Grendel, Grendel’s mother and then a 
dragon.
 Lynch’s concept of “action-theater” is that 
text feeds movement, which in turn reflects text 
in both literal and abstract ways, and that any 
man who is reasonably dedicated can accomplish 
the physical tasks Lynch sets for him. Thus, the 

Nordic hero (the title character, Beowulf) is no 
Chris Hemsworth and the villain does not look 
like Jabba the Hutt or the James Bond baddie 
Jaws. Instead, the 10 are a reasonable cross-
section of real men in their 20s to 40s—some 
a bit bearish and some a little thin. They whirl 
and leap and turn and strike combat poses, and 
collectively join forces to create the dragon with 
its long and fluid tail (one of the more success-
ful moving images of the production), as well as 
individual characters, all the while sharing the 
narrative poetry of the saga.
 All of this is well and good and successful in 
the conceptual sense. However, it’s obvious that 
not all members of the cast are trained as actors 
or dancers or in stage movement, or at least not 
well-trained. Some are better than others, but 
some simply do not have the chops, especially 
when it comes to the spoken-word material. It’s 
apparent that Lynch has invited a number of 
reasonably inexperienced players to the table. 
The result is a good workshop effort—a studio 
effort—but not something up to the expected 
standard of Chicago off-Loop Theater or even the 
best off-off-Loop troupes. 
 If Lynch continues to work with this same 
group of men, yes, perhaps he can take them 
much further. Contrariwise, it would be interest-
ing to see Lynch apply his performance ideas to 
well-trained actors, and to have the resources 
for a well-designed physical production. (Design 
elements are catch-as-catch-can.) However, that 
doesn’t appear to be the goal he has charted for 
himself or Arcas Productions, so let’s consider 
Beowulf a starting point and see where Lynch 
takes it.

CRITICS’ PICKS

 The iceman Cometh, Goodman Theatre, 
through June 17. For the refugees lost 
in “pipe dreams” at Harry’s bar, the pipe 
sustaining those dreams is alcohol and 
defeat—a combination making for a long 
evening with no happy endings, but under 
Robert Falls’ direction, worth every minute. 
MSB
 The Pirates of Penzance, Marriott The-
atre, Lincolnshire, through June 10. Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s comic 1879 operetta gets a 
joyously silly and vigorously choreographed 
production courtesy of director Dominic 
Missimi and choreographer Matt Raftery. 
SCM
  Timon of athens, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater at Navy Pier, through June 10. 
Two hours in the company of a spendthrift-
turned-street grouch might not sound like 
a fun evening at first, but damned if Ian 
McDiarmid doesn’t have us cheering on the 
scrappy old curmudgeon by the end. MSB
  When the Rain stops Falling, Circle The-
atre, Oak Park, through June 17. A jigsaw 
puzzle, this Australian play is about four 
generations, two families and two conti-
nents—but stick with it for its richly poetic 
rewards in dealing with love and loss. It’s 
beautifully acted against gorgeous projec-
tions. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge and Morgan

Beowulf. Photo courtesy of arcas Productions

Joffrey dancer 
gets $50K grant
 The Joffrey Ballet has announced that 
dancer Jeraldine Mendoza has received an 
award of $50,000 from the national Le-
onore Annenberg Fellowship Fund in the 
Performing and Visual Arts, according to a 
press release.
 This marks the first time that the grant 
has been given to a performing artist in 
Chicago since the award’s inception four 
years ago.

‘Sexy Baby’ at 
Mary’s Attic
 Hell in a Handbag Productions presents 
Sexy Baby, a “docu-musical” by artistic di-
rector and resident playwright David Cerda.
 Sexy Baby looks at child beauty pag-
eants.
  It is running at Mary’s Attic, 5400 N. 
Clark St., and will run Thursdays-Saturdays 
through June 23, at 7:30 p.m. (There will 
be no shows June 8-9.)
 Tickets are $15-$22 (VIP packages $35-
$95); see www.BrownPaperTickets.com or 
call 800-838-3006.

‘30 Plays...’ 
June 21-23
 The Neo-Futurists will present its annual 
Pride Weekend benefit, “30 Queer Plays in 
60 Straight Minutes,” June 21-23.
 This year’s shows benefit UCAN’s LGBTQ 
Host Home Program. The program links 
homeless LGBTQ youth aged 18-24 with 
stable housing and supportive services.
 Visit www.neofuturists.org or call 773-
275-5255.

http://www.goodmantheatre.org/immediatefamily
http://www.riverfronttheater.com
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Nate & 
Margaret;
Prometheus
Some of the most rewarding friendships of my 
life—and in the lives of several of my gay male 
friends—have been with straight single women 
old enough to be my mother and, in a couple of 
cases, grandmother. 
 To a fault, these women have been what the 
world would describe as eccentrics—defiant in-
dividuals with a tough exterior, masking depths 
they’ve kept tightly hidden from the world. Al-
ways, it’s been my pleasure to get past the dif-
ficult veneer and find the razor-sharp wit; the 
fierce, proud intelligence; and, best, the vulner-
ability lurking beneath the damaged soul.
 I’d never thought much about the power and 
importance of these relationships in my life until 
encountering local out director Nathan Adloff’s 
feature debut, nate & margaret, which tracks 
such a friendship. It may be the first movie 
that explores the special bond that often ex-
ists between younger gay men and older straight 
women—reason enough for queer audiences to 
support the film which is having its Chicago de-
but at the Gene Siskel Film Center, 164 N. State 
St., on June 8, 11 and 12. (Adloff and cast will 
attend the screenings.) Given the rather twee 
set-up the scenario brings to mind, Adloff’s 
movie (co-written with Justin D.M. Palmer) is 
a lovely surprise—it’s endearing rather than 
sticky-sweet; truly charming rather than forced; 
and is enriched by its two leading performances 
as well as several memorable supporting turns.
 Nate, played by Tyler Ross—who made a won-
derful mark in the recent indie The Wise Kids 

and ably takes the lead here—is a 19-year-old 
budding filmmaker who has come to Chicago 
from a small town. With his shy, goofy grin and 
gentle, polite approach to life, it’s not hard to 
intuit how the friendship between him and the 
irascible 52-year-old loner Margaret (played by 
the wonderful Natalie West), a neighbor in his 
apartment building, started. Margaret is a wait-
ress and would-be stand up comic whose social 
skills seem to have all but vanished after what 
we learn has been a tough upbringing.
 Adloff starts the movie at the point where 
the two have already become inseparable best 
friends. We get to experience the easy camara-
derie they enjoy, but it would have been nice 
to see the friendship at an earlier stage—espe-
cially given that within the first 15 minutes the 
bond begins to fray. (At 78 minutes, the film 
could have easily devoted additional screen time 
to the duo’s initial attachment.)
 Trouble for the two arrives when Nate finds 
himself falling hard for the sexually aggressive 
James (Conor McCahill), who will become his 
first boyfriend. James doesn’t understand the 
appeal of Margaret at all—nor does the derisive, 
hardcore party girl Darla (the vastly experienced 
young actress Gaby Hoffmann, who makes the 
most of her scenes)—and we are cued to find 

them insensitive and insulting about Nate’s 
friendship with Margaret. The material needs the 
edge they bring to the movie but, by default, 
both quickly become villains in the piece by rep-
resenting conformity.
 As the film plays out, Nate stands on the prec-
ipice—deciding whether to follow the herd or 
his own voice—with the survival of the off-beat 
friendship with Margaret (who herself has grown 
in a different, surer direction) as the deciding 
factor. 
 It’s easy to tie Nate & Margaret to Harold 
& Maude, the Hal Ashby classic that famously 
revolves around a similar relationship. But to 
make comparisons between the two (Nate & 
Margaret is gay and without the sex, it’s wacky 
but without the funerals) is, I think, a disser-
vice to Adloff’s film, which has a lot more honest 
emotion and none of the phony (although ad-
mittedly hilarious) set pieces of Ashby’s film. As 
Adloff and his co-creatives easily prove, Nate & 
Margaret doesn’t need any comparisons to stand 
on its own. See www.nateandmargaret.com.

Ridley Scott should only make sci-fi pictures. 
More than 30 years after Alien and Blade Runner 
made their mark, the stylish, famously detail-
oriented director has yet to make a movie that 

resonates with viewers (Gladiator and Thelma & 
Louise, notwithstanding) as they have. Now, fi-
nally returning to the genre with Prometheus, 
a prequel of sorts to Alien, Scott has again cre-
ated a film that will join those two as instant 
classics—but not unlike Blade Runner—it’s one 
that is tremendously flawed.
 There’s certainly nothing wrong with the look 
of Prometheus, and Scott’s production team 
(which includes the return of the original alien 
designer, H.R. Giger) has created a universe 
that is incredibly intoxicating. The movie, visu-
ally stunning, is like an elegant, sleek shark—a 
lethal killing machine—that slowly approaches 
with unspoken menace, and it’s a delicious feel-
ing to be back in the hands of the luxurious 
master. 
 The first sign of trouble , however, comes from 
the esoteric set-up—a comely pair of geologists 
(Girl with the Dragon Tattoo’s Noomi Rapace and 
hottie Logan Marshall-Green) travel to a distant 
planet to check out what they think will be the 
origins of mankind and those who actually made 
humans in the first place. A cool and efficient 
robot (Michael Fassbender, fab as usual) and his 
blonde taskmaster of a boss, Charlize Theron (in 
a performance reminiscent of Ilsa, she wolf of 
the SS), preside over the trip, which the myste-
rious Weyland Corporation is financing. They’re 
joined by a group of forgettable, easily dis-
patched supporting characters (unlike those in 
previous Alien films).
 The philosophical underpinnings of the story 
sully what should have been the simple “us vs. 
them” approach of the other Alien pictures—a 
point emphasized as the group arrives on the 
faraway planet and the film moves into its ac-
tion-packed last half. That’s when the convolut-
ed script—riddled with unbelievable character 
motivations matched by a plethora of unrealistic 
situations (to say the least)—becomes a distrac-
tion unto itself. Logic disappears from the movie 
and it seems as if whole sections had been re-
moved. Although Prometheus is filled with strik-
ing set pieces (there is a remarkably icky scene 
with the gross-out factor of the chest-burster of 
the original)—they seem to come at you willy-
nilly with no connective tissue. Even the moti-
vations of the robot become hard to discern and 
the movie seems to end five times—but it keeps 
going. (It also opens the door for a sequel.)
 And yet … with all those flaws, I still want to 
see Prometheus again—maybe 10 more times. 
I’ll wager I’m not alone. This leads me to reiter-
ate that Scott has indeed created another sci-fi 
classic—brilliant mess that it is.
 of related interest: John Carter, the sci-fi 
epic that cost Disney a fortune and famously 
didn’t make it back or even close to it—has 
been released on Blu-ray and DVD. The film, an 
amalgamation of everything from Star Wars to 
Tarzan—is a lot more entertaining than its scant 
box office would lead one to believe (its tremen-
dous Saturday matinee fare) and its beefcake 
star, Taylor Kitsch, is sure easy on the eyes.
 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitymediagroup.com or www.knightat-
themovies.com. Readers can leave feedback 
at the latter website.
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Tyler Ross and natalie West in nate & margaret.

Charlize Theron and idris elba in Prometheus. Photo by Kerry Brown

Jessica Halem 
show to 
benefit HBHC
 Comedian (and former Chicagoan) Jes-
sica Halem will return to the Windy City 
Wed., June 6, for a show to benefit Howard 
Brown Health Center.
 The event will feature remarks by Halem 
and Chicago Department of Public Health 
Commissioner Bechara Choucair. There will 
also be cocktails and canapes.
 It will take place at C-View rooftop bar 
and lounge at MileNorth Hotel, 166 E. Su-
perior St.
 RSVP to Lizzie Bright at 773-388-8992 or 
lizzieb@howardbrown.org by June 1.



By JeRRy nUnn

Spinning off from Style Network’s Jerseylicious, 
we now have Chicagolicious debuting on reality 
television. Detailing life at AJ’s hair salon, this 
show spotlights AJ Johnson himself as well as 
the rest of the gang employed there. AJ’s counts 
celebrities among its clientele, including Jenni-
fer Hudson and Iman.  
 From designer cuts to makeup, this show gives 
viewers the behind-the-scenes treatment that 
will keep them coming back for more.
 Newly out extension master MaCray Huff ex-
poses his private life on the show, and Windy 
City Times went on the set to get to know our 
local stylist.
 Windy City Times: Hi, maCray. Where are 
you originally from?
 MaCray Huff: I am from Virginia. 
 WCT: How did you wind up in Chicago?
 MH: I always wanted to live in the city. I just 
packed up my stuff and moved from my parents 
place. I just wanted to live in a big city and ev-
ery time I came here I had fun. I knew New York 
would be too much for me and L.A. was too far 
away. 
 WCT: That’s how i picked Chicago, too. This 
is a great place to live.
 MH: It is!

 

WCT: What was your journey to work at aJ’s?
 MH: I took a class at Vidal Sassoon for cut-
ting. One of the girls there told me about AJ’s. 
I just went over there one day with my resume 
and told them I needed a job. I told him what I 
could do so he hired me. 
 WCT: What area of the city do you currently 
reside in?
 MH: Right now I am in Rogers Park. I used to 
live in Boystown, of course.
 WCT: Do you have a favorite gay bar?
 MH: I like Roscoe’s, but I have a lot of fun at 
The Lucky Horseshoe! [Laughs]
 WCT: i heard you are coming out of the 
closet to your family this week. Did this show 
coming out encourage you to do this?
 MH: Yes. I am always myself, even with my 
parents. I am like how I am now but I haven’t 
necessarily sat down and told them. I didn’t 
want to be on TV being somebody else. I didn’t 
want to have to hide things. People know I am 
gay so I wanted to be honest about it upfront. 
 WCT: What do you think your mother’s reac-
tion will be?
 MH: There will be some crying, I am sure. I 
don’t know if she will be mad. 
 WCT: you have to keep me posted.
 MH: This is going to be a surprise. She might 
handle it better than what I think. I am sure she 
will throw a Bible verse in there…
 WCT: We are cut from the same cloth, you 
and i! i wish you the best of luck.
 MH: Thank you. 
 WCT: so in the salon, is your main thing cut-
ting hair?
 MH: I don’t specialize in anything. I try to 
master everything and do it well. I went to Vidal 
Sassoon so I know how to cut. I do color also. 
When I was hired at AJ’s I was brought in as an 
extension specialist. 
 WCT: it sounds like a lot of work. it’s te-
dious, right?
 MH: It is tedious but it’s a lot of money. I can 
cut someone’s hair all day for like $90 but I can 
do this in two hours and get $450. It is way bet-
ter. I would like to do them all day but I like a 
variety. 
 WCT: Do you have a website of your own?
 MH: I do, through a small website but now I 
am doing my own that will be macrayhuff.com. 
It is not up and running yet because I have been 
busy with all of this filming. I design clothes 
and accessories. I redo sunglasses, too, so I will 
have all of that on there. 
 WCT: Do you want to become active in the 
gay community and do some fundraisers?
 MH: I really would. I want to do stuff like that 
but first I want to get this out of the way with 
my parents. I am ready for it to be over!
 WCT: How has it been with the cast of Chi-
cagolicious?
 MH: I can be really crazy sometimes so I didn’t 
know people would except when I would say 
something stupid. My favorite word is “bitch,” 
so I wanted to make sure that was okay. At first 
it was weird but we know everybody so we have 
gotten used to it by now. It feels like nothing 
now.
 WCT: Did you watch Jerseylicious?
 MH: I watched a little bit of it but not really… 
[Laughs]
 WCT: That can be good either way! it can 
be good to get ideas or sometimes to just be 
yourself if you don’t watch it.
 MH: Exactly. I will be watching it now.
 WCT: Have you told your friends about be-
ing on it? 
 MH: When it was announced last week I was 
finally able to do that.
 WCT: When i was an extra in the back-

ground, we couldn’t even announce what show 
we were doing.
 MH: Really? Where did you film?
 WCT: it was a bar scene with aJ and this 
pretty girl with short hair. 
 MH: Her name is Laura Mitchell. I did her hair 
for the Masquerade Ball. I am so glad you got to 
see her before. Here is what we did with her hair. 
[Shows photo on phone]
 WCT: Wow, very impressive. is that a wig 

that you styled?
 MH: Yes.
 WCT: you definitely have a lot of talent. i 
look forward to seeing more creations on the 
show. anything else you want to say about 
the experience?
 MH: I am having the time of my life!
 Chicagolicious starts snipping away June 
11. Cut over to www.mystyle.com for details 
and listings. 
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‘Chicagolicious’ stylist
on salons, being out

maCray Huff. Photo by Robert Trachtenberg/
style

Milwaukee PrideFest 
June 8-10
 Milwaukee PrideFest—the largest LGBT-
pride festival in Wisconsin—will take place 
June 8-10 with entertainment from danc-
ing to film screenings, arts and culture dis-
plays, shopping, historical exhibits, the new 
Wom!nz Spot Lounge and Cafe, and more.
 Musical acts will include Belinda Carlisle of 
The Go-Go’s (“We Got the Beat,” “Vacation”), 
Taylor Dayne (“Tell It To My Heart,” “I’ll Be 
Your Shelter”) and Berlin featuring Terri Nunn 
(“Take My Breath Away”).
 For more information, call 800-554-1448 or 
go to www.visitmilwaukee.org.

Live Sade concert on 
DVD/CD, download
 The Sade release Bring Me Home: Live 2011 
is now available on Blu-ray, DVD/CD and 
download.
 Last year, after a 10 year hiatus, Sade re-
turned to the United States for a 54-date 
tour in support of the platinum-selling album 
Soldier Of Love (Epic Records), which became 
one of last year’s top-10 grossing tours.
 The tour, directed by Sophie Muller, fea-
tures 22 of Sade’s biggest hits performed live, 
including “Kiss of Life,” “Your Love Is King,” 

“The Sweetest Taboo,” “Paradise” and “By 
Your Side.”

‘Spring Awakening’ 
music fest 
June 16-17
 The Spring Awakening Music Festival—
touted as Chicago’s first all-dance music 
event—will be held June 16-17 at Soldier 
Field (Stadium Green).
 Among the entertainers scheduled to per-
form are Moby, Skrillex, Benny Benassi, Af-
rojack, Carl Cox, Derrick Carter, Diplo, Team 
Bayside High, Tommie Sunshine and many 
others.
 Two-day passes are available at www.
Clubtix.com; more info is at www.SpringA-
wakeningFestival.com.

sade.
Photo by
Gabriel
Coutu
Dumont

http://www.windycitysings.org


By JeRRy nUnn

The Jim Henson Company has a brand new bag 
called Stuffed and Unstrung, a new live show 
where six puppeteers and host Patrick Bristow 
create new comedy every night. 
 Bristow is the co-creator along with Brian 
Henson, the son of the late Jim Henson, as 
well as being the director and host. This mas-
ter improviser has appeared in many television 
shows such as Ellen, Seinfeld and Friends. His 
film credits include Twilight of the Golds, Austin 
Powers and Showgirls, among others.
 Windy City Times went to meet the host with 
the most, who plays on our team. 
 Windy City Times: Hey, Patrick. Did you 
grow up loving puppets?
 Patrick Bristow: As much as any kid did with 
the Muppets, but I never thought I would be 
working with puppets—let alone with the 

Henson Company. When the chance came to 
teach some improv classes to the puppeteers, 
I thought it would be fun. I knew I would have 
to match up improv skills with the limitations 
of what a puppeteer does. For an improvisation 
teacher who was with The Groundlings for years, 
this was a new area for me to explore. 
 WCT: Who came up with the idea for this?
 PB: It was very organic. Originally Brian Hen-
son brought me in to teach about six weeks of 
improv classes to a group of puppeteers who he 
hired on a regular basis. 
 As it got to the end I thought it would be fun 
to do a little lunchtime performance on the lot. 
I wanted them to get used to audience response. 
Next thing I know he decks out a soundstage 
and invited an audience of two hundred. There 
were microphones, sound equipment and video 
monitors. The show was magical with standing 
ovations. 
 We were invited to the Aspen Comedy Festival 
to perform when we weren’t even a show yet. It 
was the most accidental and organic project I 
have ever been involved with in my life. It just 
happened because of demand. 

 WCT: Walk our readers through what hap-
pens at stuffed and Unstrung. Do they write 
down suggestions?
 PB: No, they don’t have to prepare anything. 
They don’t have to bring a No. 2 pencil! What 
they need to do is check their inhibitions at the 
door and we will take it there from there. What 
they are going to be in store for is basically an 
adult puppet variety show with about 60 percent 
improvised content in it. 
 We explain the show at the beginning, where 
people can watch on projection screens the 
puppets they are used to on TV. [They can also] 
avert their glance a degree down to the stage 
to see how they are actually manipulating the 
puppets. 
 As the host, I come to the audience before 
the improvised bits and ask for a location or ask 
them to explain for example why a character is 
in trouble. The audience shouts out suggestions 
and I try to take the first one I hear. If it is at 
the same time I put it up to a vote. It becomes 
a psychotic puppet party!
 If an audience member is not sure what they 
are in for then within about five minutes of the 
lights going down, they are with the program. 
 WCT: it was great exposure on Celebrity ap-
prentice, so many people may know about it 
now. 
 PB: Yes, there is a cultural point of reference 
for us now as we go into cities all across Ameri-
ca. 
 WCT: What does the term “miskreant Pup-
pets” mean?
 PB: The puppets that we use are not the 
Muppets. Those are a finite amount of puppets 
owned by Disney that were developed over de-
cades by Jim Henson. 
 These puppets are culled from a variety of Jim 
Henson’s projects that were not Jim Henson’s 
projects. Some are custom built for our show so 
you get a total artistic vocabulary in these 90 
puppets. A few look like real woodland creatures, 
others are abstract, some look like plants, some 
are robots and [there are] even blue-skinned la-
dies. 
 It is a very eclectic mix and we looked for a 
name for them so Miskreants was born; then 
changing the spelling to a “k” even stuck. This 
is the new adult stable that is not dedicated 
characters, by the way. They are meant to al-
ways have the possibility of being a new charac-
ter. That fish could be a Mafia boss or, the next 
night, a beauty contestant. 
 WCT: They could play into recent news top-
ics. you might get naTo in Chicago.
 PB: Before we do a series of shows we have to 
bone up on what is going on in the world. We 
don’t want to get caught with our pants down. 
If we go into specific cities, then we learn about 
that town. Someone in the audience might 
shout out a suggestion, but if we hadn’t done 
our homework we wouldn’t know what they are 
talking about. 
 WCT: so study up on the Chicago Cubs here.
 PB: If someone asks me about sports, then I 
know nothing. I might have to look at a pup-
peteer and make sure they know about it. 
 WCT: are there gay puppets in the show?
 PB: There are some that I suspect…
 The puppets don’t have anything from the 
waist down. We have had people do gay char-
acters with the puppets though and we have 
had both straight and gay performers do that. 
Sometimes it is a little bit politically incorrect 
but always in a light-hearted way. I have never 

taken a cast member aside and corrected them 
about that subject before. 
 We want our characters to be likable so we are 
not going to do anything that will make people 
uncomfortable. 
 WCT: Let’s talk about you a bit.
 PB: Well, I am completely gay—some say 
overly!
 WCT: you have had a partner for 16 years, i 
read. 
 PB: We just passed our 18th anniversary. 
 WCT: are you going to do something big for 
the 20th?
 PB: Probably just make him cook!
 WCT: you have done so many television 
shows and movies. Wasn’t there a musical ver-
sion of showgirls?
 PB: There is a sock-puppet version. I went 
and saw that. That was hilarious. I am all about 
Showgirls awareness. I saw a drag re-creation 
number in San Francisco with the volcano scene. 
I am all over it. 
 I have had a lot of exposure in TV and I just 
did a Michael Bay movie called Painting Game, 
where I play a Christian gun-store owner. 
 WCT: That sounds like a stretch!
 PB: When you think about it, no. A slightly 
effete, nerdy person who is in the wrong place—
that is pretty much me. 
 WCT: Does your experience performing on 
the television show Who’s Line is it anyway? 
help with Unstrung?
 PB: That show really depended on being wit-
driven. My background is more character-driven. 
With “Who’s Line,” you had to be wicked funny 
just by being yourself. I always needed to hide 
in a character a little bit.
 In rhis show the puppeteer disappears in [his 
or her] character and it is short-form improv. 

The stories are about three minutes, with a be-
ginning middle and end. 
 WCT: so it’s a different kind of improv.
 PB: Yes; there are all different kinds. My im-
prov company, Improvatorium, is working with 
the Old Testament, very scratchy beards. It’s a 
very small company, under the radar, and [I’m] 
just having fun with it right now. 
 Improv has exploded since I got into it in the 
‘80s with The Groundlings. Improvisers, in par-
ticular, will enjoy this show because it takes four 
to five years to be at the level where Henson 
will put you onstage. They are doing it without 
any eye contact because they have to look at 
the monitors. That’s why I don’t do it. It’s too 
hard—but I make them do it!
 WCT: “Puppet up” is the catchphrase, right?
 PB: That is the battle cry. It used to be called 
Puppet Up when it was a more bare-bones show. 
I will tell the puppeteers to go get their puppets 
when I say “puppet up.”
 WCT: Have you ever felt the show went too 
far?
 PB: Yes. We push the envelope but we don’t 
want to be shock jocks or go for cheap humor. 
We reserve the right because it is adults that it 
may go blue. Very rarely does it go over the line. 
It is literally one out of a couple of hundred 
shows. 
 WCT: i wonder if the audience can bring 
drinks into the theater?
 PB: Depends on the venue. I will be at the bar 
in the lobby having drinks before it even starts!
 stuffed and Unstrung runs June 12-17 for 
eight performances at the Bank of america 
Theatre, 18 W. monroe st. Visit www.Broad-
wayinChicago.com for show times and ticket 
information. 
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‘Stuffed and Unstrung’
shows puppets
in a new light

Patrick Bristow. Photo by Carol Rosegg

Variety of local acts
at Midsommarfest
 The Andersonville Chamber of Commerce 
and Andersonville Development Corpora-
tion have released the entertainment lineup 
for the 47th annual Andersonville Midsom-
marfest, June 8-10.
 The band 16 Candles will be the featured 
act Friday, June 8. The rest of the weekend 
will feature six stages of entertainment, in-
cluding the new Out Rock Stage.
 Approximately 50,000 people are expected 
at the event, which spans Clark Street from 
Foster Avenue to Catalpa Avenue. In addition 
to the musical acts, there will be vendors and 
food. 
 Some of the acts are listed below:

Friday, June 8

North Stage: Clark & Catalpa

5 p.m. DJ Dan Luna
7 p.m. 16 Candles

saturday, June 9

NORTH STAGE: Clark & Catalpa

11 a.m. Henhouse Prowlers
1 p.m. Daphne Willis
2:30 p.m. Windy City Cowboys
3 p.m. Guy King’s Little Big Band
4:30 p.m. Chicago Spirit Brigade
5 p.m. Chicago Afrobeat
7 p.m. Wedding Banned

OUT ROCK STAGE: Clark & Balmoral

12 p.m. KAVUS
2 p.m. Fatally Cool
4 p.m. Ian Wilson
6 p.m. Mindy Bartlett
7 p.m. Stephen Leonard

sunday, June 10

NORTH STAGE: Clark & Catalpa

9:30 AM Hatha Yoga with Bikram Yoga An-
dersonville
12 p.m. Lakeside Pride Shhh...OUT! Jazz En-
semble 
1 p.m. Al Rose
2:30 p.m. Chicago Spirit Brigade
3 p.m. The Right Now
5 p.m. Bumpus
7 p.m. 16 Candles

OUT ROCK STAGE: Clark & Balmoral
Sponsored by Hamburger Mary’s & Gay Chi-
cago TV

12 p.m. Jeff Brown
2 p.m. Jeffrey Altergott
4 p.m. Dawn Xiana Moon
6 p.m. Monica Del Castillo
7 p.m. Sami Grisafe

stephen Leonard. image by nathan Fry 
Photography



By JeRRy nUnn

Janeane Garofalo began her stand-up comedy 
career in the ‘80s with news clippings and obser-
vations in a notebook. Her act hasn’t changed 
much over the years, but her career has. 
 She has starred in such hit movies as Real-
ity Bites and Ratatouille. Her television roles 
include The West Wing and 24 among others. 
 Garofalo returns to her stand-up roots with 
TBS’ Just For Laughs Festival and we talked to 
her shortly before her arrival. 
 Windy City Times: Hi, Janeane. i saw you 
perform at the Lakeshore Theatre years ago. 
That was a while ago. 
 Janeane Garofalo: Yes, it was. Thank you for 
going. 
 WCT: is this going to be similar to that 
show, with you and a notebook full of obser-
vations about things?
 JG: Yes, it will because I can’t remember any-
thing as has been since 1985 when I started. My 

lack of discipline has led me to writing down in 
notebooks and pieces of paper things I would 
like to talk about. Hopefully, it will be interest-
ing or funny to the audience. 
 WCT: Do these observations come to you in 
the middle of the night sometimes?
 JG: Well, I keep a notebook with me. If there 
are current events that strike me or if it is news-
worthy, then there is also really stupid shit that 
will bug me whether it be a commercial or a 
dating site ad or a magazine, just garden variety 
nonsense. I don’t make stuff up for the sake of 
killing time. Now having said that I have cer-
tainly embellished a story here and there be-
cause it would be too much of a boring ending. 
 WCT: you are performing late at night here. 
you will have to sleep during the day.
 JG: What a drag! I have to sleep during the 
day? You know how much I love to get up early 
and get out there. 
 WCT: i bet. Plus, you have a few perfor-
mances while in town. 
 JG: Yes with Kyle Kanine. I am also with Delo-
cated on June 15 at The Hideout. It is a show on 
Adult Swim and some of the cast from that show 
will be there, like Amy Schumer, and Jon Glaser 
will be there too. 

 WCT: Fun! You talk about politics a lot in your 
act so I wanted to ask you your thoughts on gay 
marriage.
 JG: I am against it! [Laughs] Just kidding.
 WCT: i picked the wrong comedian to inter-
view, then!
 JG: Psych! I am, of course. As I always say in 
these situations, gay rights are human rights. 
This is a human-rights issue and a civil-rights 
issue. There is no reason in the world why there 
should be no gay marriage. There is also no rea-
son in the world why we should be discussing it 
in 2012! 
 This is not a side to an argument. It is not a 
viewpoint denying someone civil rights. I don’t 
know why it is framed that way. It is like it’s 
someone’s belief. First off, they are bigoted and 
wrong. So bigots shouldn’t get to discuss this 
on the news. In 2012, why are such backward 
people being indulged?
 WCT: i have noticed that.
 JG: Not only that, but the biggest attackers 

turn out to be gay. Someone who is vehemently 
anti-gay has a personal problem so why do we 
have to deal with it? What about that preacher 
who advocates killing gay people?
 WCT: Reverend [Charles Worley]. 
 JG: Not only does that tell me that he has a 
neurological problem but it is so deep that it 
has got to mean something more. 
 WCT: What did you think about obama com-
ing out with stance on gay marriage?
 JG: I’m thrilled but—come on!—that should 
have been proudly stated from the word “go.” 
There is no reason in the world where it takes 
someone pretending that it was an evolution. 
He is a smart enough and forward-thinking guy 
to always have been pro-gay rights, especially 
as a Black man who knows what it’s like to come 
up against bigotry. But he is pretending—for 
whose benefit, I don’t know—that this is new. 
 Society is far ahead of where the political pun-
dits think we are. The outcry is from a small 
portion of the population and yet somehow they 
dominate the conversation. 
 WCT: i thought you would be outspoken on 
Twitter so i was looking for you on there.
 JG: I don’t [tweet]. There are people that twit-
ter as me but it’s not me. 

 WCT: i thought you would be into it.
 JG: No, I am too old. Grandmas don’t [tweet]!
 WCT: We are almost the same age.
 JG: For whatever strange reason they are pre-
tending like they are me. If you are going to 
fake-[tweet] somebody then how about some-
one who can get a lot of followers?
 WCT: you did Criminal minds not too long 
ago.
 JG: Criminal Minds: Suspect Behavior—which, 
mercifully, got cancelled. 
 WCT: People love Criminal minds.
 JG: For some reason, they sure do. It is not my 
cup of tea but apparently millions of people love 
it. 
 WCT: is there a TV show you would like to do 
but haven’t yet?
 JG: Oh yes, a billion of them. I would like to 
be on Girls on HBO. 
 WCT: That’s a good one!
 JG: I love that show. I would like to be on 
more Adult Swim shows because that is the fun-
niest comedy on TV. I would like to be on Mad 
Men. Of course, why wouldn’t I? There are tons 
of shows on BBC, like Peepshow. I also like the 
show Veep. The new Jeff Daniels show looks 
good on HBO. If it were up to me I would be on 
all of these shows. It is not up to me, sadly. 
 WCT: you must be a big television watcher.
 JG: Yes, but not randomly. I don’t watch Danc-
ing With the Stars or the fake reality stuff al-
though I have been known to watch Mob Wives. 
I’m fascinated.

 WCT: There is a Chicago mob Wives that just 
started. i heard it is really bad.
 JG: Really? That’s a shocker. 
 WCT: i love The Truth about Cats & Dogs [a 
movie that co-starred Garofalo and Uma Thur-
man].
 JG: The original script was more interesting to 
me. It is a light romantic comedy; what are you 
going to do? The original was just a little more 
complex and I didn’t wind up with Ben Chaplin 
at the end. We were friendly but we didn’t wind 
up together. 
 WCT: Well, i can see why you picked the 
movie because it was different than some ro-
mantic comedies. 
 JG: They offered it to me and I had never been 
offered a big movie like that until then. I had 
just left SNL and was happy to do something. 
 WCT: What are you working on now?
 JG: I have been doing Delocated and some 
voice work with Metalocalypse. I just closed a 
play and this Monday I start rehearsals for an-
other play. Hopefully, that will get a run and be 
good.
 WCT: People can come to new york and see 
you.
 JG: Come on down!
 Look for Janeane and Kyle at the Up Com-
edy Club, 230 W. north ave., 3rd Floor, on 
Wed., June 13, at 11 p.m. For ticket informa-
tion, visit www.justforlaughschicago.com. 
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Janeane Garofalo 
on Obama, ‘Girls’ 
and gay rights

Janeane Garofalo. Press photo

‘Best of 
Kylie Minogue’
out June 19
 EMI Catalog will release The Best of Kylie 
Minogue Tuesday, June 19. 
 The album features 21 of the best-known 
songs from Minogue’s 25-year career on one 
disc. A special-edition CD/DVD will also be 
made available, with the DVD featuring all the 
accompanying videos.
 Among the hits on the compilation are 

“Can’t Get You Out of My Head,” “I 
Should Be So Lucky,” “Celebration,” 
“The Loco-Motion” and “Better the 
Devil You Know,” among many oth-
ers.

Kinsey Sicks 
releases
‘Electile 
Dysfunction’
 The Kinsey Sicks, described as 
“America’’s favorite dragapella 
beauty shop quartet,” has released 
its eighth album, Electile Dysfunc-
tion.
    With “Dysfunction,” The Kinsey 

Sicks takes on presidential politics—every-
thing from education reform (“Eliminate the 
Schools,” sung to “Three Little Maids from 
School”) to religious extremism (“Yahweh,” a 
dark re-do of “My Way”) to xenophobia (the 
conscience-challenging and Mariachi-inspired 
original song, “South of the Border” and the 
rousing campaign anthem, “Vote For Me: I’m 
Not From Kenya”).
 See www.KinseySicks.com for more informa-
tion.
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By anDReW DaVis

Ask various people about actor/comedian Car-
los Mencia—who’s probably best known for his 
Comedy Central show Mind of Mencia, which ran 
2005-08—and you’ll probably get a laundry list 
of adjectives. 
 One of those descriptors, however, would have 
to include “honest.” In a very candid interview 
with Windy City Times, Mencia talked about 
weight loss, “Octomom”—and he feels why Tra-
cy Morgan should not have apologized for anti-
gay remarks he made last year. 
 Windy City Times: i’ve seen these photos 
of your weight loss. you look like Kate moss 
now.
 Carlos Mencia: You know what’s funny? When 
I used to hang out with my gay friends before, 
they would [ask], “When are you performing? 
When are you going to be in town?” Now, they’re 
like, “Let’s go have a drink. You’re looking 
good!” That was the first time I felt like I was 
different. There are no people pickier than gay 
men. [Laughs] I was, like, “Really? I look good 
enough for you to ask out?” But overweight 
people are mad at me.
 WCT: What?
 CM: Yeah. Before, I was the overweight dude 
who never talked about it so it wasn’t an is-
sue—so they were, like, “If it’s not an issue for 
him, it’s not an issue for us.” As soon as I lost 
weight, they thought I was telling them, in a 
way, “You’re not healthy.” They didn’t take it the 
way I thought they would; they take it person-
ally.
 WCT: i was looking at your bio and saw that 
you’re the 17th of 18 children. so “octomom” 
must be no big deal to your family.
 CM: When Octomom was getting all that at-
tention, my mom was so pissed. She said, “Why 
are they making a big deal? She had them all 
at once. I popped you all out.” My mom has 
no multiple kids—so she was like, “Where’s my 
TV show?” I said, “Mom, you were born at the 
wrong time.” She could’ve had a show called 18 
and Growing or something like that.
 You know what’s funny? I didn’t realize how 
much things affected me. For example, when I’m 
in a house with only two or three people, I feel 
so lonely. I’m used to kids running around every-
where. But I do have 76 nieces and nephews.
 WCT: you don’t buy gifts for all of them?
 CM: God, no—I’m Jewish, bro. That’s not even 
a joke. It’s once a year. We’re just talking im-
mediate family.
 WCT: you sound like you’d go into bankrupt-
cy.
 CM: Listen to me—and I mean this. If it 
wasn’t for how big my family is, I’d be a mil-
lionaire. Right now, I’m a hundred thousandaire 
because of them; I kid you not. I love my family; 
I just don’t like them. At our last family reunion 
I said, “I love you all—but if you weren’t fam-
ily, I would choose never to hang out with you. 
[Both laugh.]
 WCT: i saw [your 2003 special] not for the 
easily offended. i have to say, being Black 
and gay, it definitely opened my eyes because 
you spare no one. However, i found myself 
cracking up a lot and surprising myself.
 CM: Why?
 WCT: Well, there’s the title—and people are 
sensitive about things.
 CM: It depends on how it’s put out there. I 
think the biggest problem today is that people 
can be offended by a joke. A joke, in its pur-
est form, is intended to make someone laugh. 
There’s a difference between a joke and some-
thing that’s demeaning. People can say things 
to be mean and hurtful. What we do on stage is 

all intended to be funny; none of it is intended 
to hurt.
 I’m the kind of comic who will ask, “Are there 
any gay people in the audience?” They’ll say, 
“Yay,” and I’ll say, “OK. Let’s talk about them.” 
That’s the opposite of most comics. Most of 
them will say, “Any Jewish people here? No? 
Let’s talk about them.” For me, if people are not 
at my show, then it’s like I’m talking shit. I actu-
ally want to celebrate diversity, you know what I 
mean? 
 WCT: i thought it was interesting when you 
said [in “easily offended”], “if you can take 
a dick, you can take a joke”—although my 
response would’ve been, “Unless your dick is 
a joke.”
 CM: [Laughs loudly] That was cool! I’m going 
to use that. From now on, that’s going in the 
act. That was a great quote.
 But we should all be that way. You can find a 
joke unfunny, and you can even say it goes too 
far for your sensibilities. But at the end of day, 
I never got a bad blow job. It’s like, “I appreci-
ate what you do there.” I think a joke should 
be taken in a very similar fashion. “Thanks for 
trying.”
 I think comedians are being taken way too se-
riously today.
 WCT: so do you think Tracy morgan should 
have gone on that apology tour [after that 
anti-gay joke last year]?
 CM: No. I think what Tracy Morgan should’ve 
done was say, “I’m sorry if I hurt anyone’s feel-
ings. That was not my intent.” I don’t think he 
should’ve apologized for the joke because, in 
apologizing, he said it’s wrong to make jokes 
about gays. He also was saying it was wrong to 
say [derogatory terms] on stage. That’s bullshit. 
Everything is appropriate—and in the proper 
context, it’s even funny. He fucked up by doing 
that. I will never apologize for the actual joke.
 It was the same way with Jo Koy [who apolo-
gized after using “faggot” at a Chicago show last 
year]. They’re making it real. Stop apologizing! 
It’s like when people say to me, “I disagreed 
with what you said on stage.” Why are you 
agreeing or disagreeing? It’s either funny or not 
funny.
 In a way, it’s like when the gay community 
gets on the cases of twinks, saying they’re too 

femme, too this, too that. Who gives a fuck? 
He’s being who he wants to be. There’s no right 
way to be gay. If he wants to wear wings and 
a tutu and walk down Santa Monica Boulevard, 
who cares? It doesn’t mean that all gays are like 
that.
 I don’t represent anyone but myself. C’mon, 
guys—take it easy! On one hand, we act like 
we’re monolithic, but then we say everyone’s 
different. Just pick one, people. I just think 
[comedy’s] being dissected way too much.
 WCT: you’ve kinda answered this question, 
but i’m going to rephrase it: What actually 
offends you? is it closed-mindedness?
 CM: Yes. What offends me is people’s inability 
to have common sense. Common sense, to me, 
is so lost. I have gay jokes in my act, but why 
do we care about what’s gay, who’s gay? We all 
knew someone growing up who was gay. We may 
not have known at the time what it was exact-
ly—but we knew they were [different]. I don’t 
know why that common sense is being lost—
and not just with gays. It applies to everything. 
That’s why I don’t get people who take comedy 
seriously—it’s a glorified knock-knock joke.
 A friend of mine bought me a big clown tie—
about three feet long. The other day I told a 
joke and the audience went “Ooo.” I said, “I’ll 
be right back,” went to the green room, got the 
big tie, put it on and started telling jokes again. 
Every time they starting going “Ooo,” I’d take 
the clown tie and say “I’m sorry. I’m just telling 
a joke.” Little by little, they stopped “ooo”-ing, 
and got over it. It was awesome.
 WCT: But you had to train the audience?
 CM: Well, I’m different; my act is about the 
world as it is and world as it should be. I tell the 
audience—and I believe this—that a big part 
of the angst today comes from the world that 
should be. People believe that the world as it 
should be is actually the way it is.
 No kid should be ridiculed; in the real world, 
it’s gonna happen. In my opinion, I think every 
gay kid should be called a “faggot” in an an-
gry way by some bigoted piece of shit. I don’t 
think they should be called that because I want 
to hurt their feelings. I think they should grow 

tough skins and realize that there are shitty 
people who bully other people. People need to 
own who they are.
 WCT: How do gay people react when you say 
that?
 CM: Gay people applaud. They say, “He’s right. 
People already look at us differently.” People are 
saying, “You’re like me; you shouldn’t get mar-
ried.” Gay people have to deal with [some peo-
ple viewing them differently]. If I had a gay son 
or daughter, that’s the first thing I’d tell him or 
her: “People are going to fuck with you. That’s a 
fact. Get used to that shit. Just be you—don’t 
worry about that shit.” Maybe if people had 
thicker skin, they wouldn’t kill themselves.
 By the way, it’s interesting how things have 
changed because of the Internet. Before the In-
ternet, the bullies were the jocks in school. To-
day, the biggest bullies are the nerds who go on-
line and say the meanest, cruelest shit through 
the anonymity of the Internet. So the bullied 
have power and, just like others, are abusing 
that power.
 WCT: How do you think your comedy has 
evolved?
 CM: I let go of my anger.
 As a kid, I didn’t want a gangbanger or drug 
dealer, and I didn’t want to be in jail. I got to 
an age when I realized, “I’m not that guy.” I 
knew who  I wasn’t—but who am I? I didn’t 
have an answer. In finding that answer, I was 
able to let go of anger [about past incidents]. I 
grew up in a school where somebody would say 
“I want to be president,” and the teacher would 
say “I’m sorry. There’ll never be a Mexican presi-
dent.” Now, I touch on subjects others may not 
to open minds. 
 I now choose to go to a more positive place. 
At the end of the day, I’m a lucky immigrant 
born in Honduras who lives in the United States 
and who has a God-given talent that lets me 
provide for my family. If I were in Honduras, I’d 
be the funniest dude milking a cow.
 Carlos mencia will be at the Chicago improv 
in schaumburg June 7-9. see www.Carlosmen-
cia.com for more information. 

COMEDY

Inside the mind of
Carlos Mencia

Carlos mencia. Press photo

Alison Krauss 
headlining
‘Belt’ gala June 7
 Women’s Health Foundation’s (WHF) an-
nounced that Grammy winner Alison Krauss 
and lead singer/guitarist of her Union Sta-
tion band, Dan Tyminski, will be headlining 
the fifth annual “Below the Belt Fighting for 
Women’s Pelvic Health” gala Thursday, June 
7, 6-11 p.m., at the Ravenswood Event Cen-
ter, 4011 N. Ravenswood Ave.

 During the program, WHF will award one 
deserving healthcare provider the Medical 
Activist Award and one patient the Passion 
Award, which recognizes a pelvic floor cham-
pion, a woman willing to inspire others with 
her story of healing. Nominations are now 
open and being accepted for the WHF Passion 
Award through www.belowthebeltgala.org.
 For tickets and more information about the 
event, visit www.womenshealthfoundation.
org.

alison Krauss and the Union station band. Press photo



Robo-signing and
buying a house
By anDReW DaVis
 
Despite the woes of the housing market, Steve 
DiMarco—president of Baird & Warner Financial 
Services and a member of the firm’s executive 
committee—said that the it’s actually a good 
time to purchase a home.
 “There’s a recovery underfoot,” he told Windy 
City Times. 
 He then talked about what he called the “ro-
bo-signing deal.” (Earlier this year, the Obama 
Administration and 49 state attorneys general 
reached a comprehensive settlement with five 
large mortgage servicers over claims related to 
their “robo-signing” foreclosure practices. Said 
settlement provides $25 billion to state govern-
ments and homeowners as principal reductions 
and cash payments, according to Forbes.)
 “What’s lost on the consumer population—and 
what’s certainly lost on the government—is that 
the people who were victims of this robo-sign-
ing thing couldn’t afford to be in their homes, 
stopped paying their mortgages and should’ve 
been foreclosed upon,” DiMarco said. “So the 

government went out and sued, saying, ‘You 
didn’t dot all the i’s and cross all the t’s.’ So the 
government put kind of a tax on private enter-
prise.
 “So if you were foreclosed upon during this 
time of robo-signing, you’re going to get $1,500. 
A lot of the funds will go to the state level.
 “The reason I’m telling you is this: You’ve 
heard me say that prices and interest rates are 
low for homes. Your mortgage expert is telling 
you that interest rates are going up, regardless, 
because of this tax.
 “But if you look at what’s going on across the 
country, there’s a lot of positive indication. An-
ecdotally, I see lots of offers for listings at Baird 
& Warner.”
 DiMarco then added some reasons why it’s a 
prime time to buy: “Because of this huge wreck 
and because of foreclosures and because banks 
are willing to entertain short-sale offers, they’re 
going to sell properties. Ultimately, a 10-per-
cent decrease in home purchase price is erased 
by a 1-percent increase in the interest rate. So, 
even if the cost of borrowing money doesn’t in-
crease, the entity that’s creating liquidity for the 

mortage marketplace is going to use taxes to 
their benefit.
 “My point is: If someone wants the esoteric 
things home ownership brings—security, a place 
to call home, consistency—and they believe 
what I say about interest rates [increasing], 
then it’s the right time to buy a house.”
 There is a second component at work, DiMarco 
added: “A couple years ago, the government 
came up with an initiative—HARP, the Home 
Affordable Refinance Program. [This program 
is for those not behind on mortgage payments 
but who have been unable to get traditional 
refinancing because the values of their homes 
have declined.] The government said, ‘Let’s give 
[these homeowners] the chance to lower the in-
terest rates. If we don’t, they’re going to hand in 
the keys and perpetuate the problem we already 
have.’”  
 DiMarco said that people should not be af-

fected by negative headlines. “I would tell my 
son—if he were of age—[to buy]. ... The pace 
of home sales and volume at brokerages are up. 
I really want the readers to [heed this] call to 
action.”
 steve can be reached at steve.dimarco@
keymortgageservices.com.

WTTW architect doc
wins Hugo Award 
 WTTW has announced that Architect Michael 
Graves: A Grand Tour, 30-minute documentary 
that premiered on the station March 22, has 
been recognized with a Silver Plaque from the 
2012 Hugo Television Awards in the category of 
Documentary: History/Biography.
 The film told the story of Graves, an acclaimed 
architect who is this year’s winner of the Richard 
H. Driehaus Prize for Classical and Traditional 
Architecture. His name is synonymous with the 
household products bearing his name at Target 
stores, but Graves is took the architecture world 
by storm in the 1980s with buildings that broke 
with orthodox modernism. 
 The awards were handed out April 19 at the 
Radisson Blu Aqua Hotel Chicago.
 See www.wttw.com/graves for more info.

Real estate news:
Ellen, Oprah
 —ellen downsizes: Ellen DeGeneres and wife 
Portia de Rossi have followed the sale of their 
$49-million property with the purchase with a 
more modest $18-million home in Beverly Hills, 
the Daily Mail reported. The 8,500-square-foot 
home, in the exclusive Trousdale Estates area, 
features plants inside and outside of it; there are 
also private gardens and a swimming pool with 
marble surroundings. American Idol host Ryan 
Seacrest purchased the couple’s former abode, 
set on 2.87 acres.
 —oprah’s condo on market: Oprah Winfrey 
has placed her eight-room, 4,607-square-foot 
Streeterville co-op unit on the market for $2.8 
million—half of what she paid for the unit six 
years ago, according to the Chicago Tribune. She 
never actually lived in it. Winfrey paid $5.6 mil-
lion for the sixth-floor unit in 2006, but had a 
change of heart after buying it, opting to stay 
in a condo a few blocks away. The listing agent 
is Colette Connelly of Rubloff. 
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2012 CELEBRITY BOWL
FUNDRAISING EVENT

Saturday, June 9th
Registration: 10-11 a.m.

Bowling: 11 a.m.-noon

Wrap-up: Noon-1 p.m.

Waveland Bowl
3700 N. Western Ave., Chicago

The 2012 Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame Celebrity Bowl is sponsored by Friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame, 3712 N. Broadway, #637, 
Chicago, IL, 60613-4235; www.GLHallofFame.org. Friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame is a 501(c)(3) Illinois not-for-profit corporation.

For sign-up info to 
become a Celebrity Bowler, 
please email us at: 
CelebrityBowl2012@yahoo.com

PHIL
HANNEMA

MICHAEL 
LEPPEN

GAY AND LESBIAN HALL OF FAME

The goal for each Celebrity Bowler is to 
raise $500, more or less, in pledges.

monthly REAl EStAtE SEction



By JoHn R. KiLLaCKy
 
For three decades, Alison Bechdel has been chal-
lenging and transforming aesthetic boundaries. 
First as a lesbian, whose comic strip, Dykes 
to Watch Out For, was widely syndicated for 
25-years, and then as an award-winning graphic 
novelist with Fun Home, A Family Tragicomic. 
Time Magazine named it the Best Book of 2006 
and it won a Lambda Literary Award.
 This groundbreaking graphic memoir literally 
and figuratively drew us into Bechdel’s dysfunc-
tional family, particularly her relationship with 
her father, a stern obsessive man who was a 
high school English teacher and ran a funeral 
home. It was not until she was in college when 
she came out as a lesbian, that she discovered 
her father had been a closeted gay man. After 
only one conversation between them about their 
shared gay identity, a few weeks later, he com-
mitted suicide. 
 Bechdel’s journal became an international 
literary sensation—a best-seller that also had 
people calling for it to be banned in public li-

braries. This work was game-changing for the 
genre, as Bechdel disrupted the primarily male 
and straight pantheon of comic literature with 
her unabashedly queer sensibility. Her book 
was virtuosic, ingenious in its visual construc-
tion and literary execution, demonstrating that 
graphic novels were not solely the domains of 
youth.
 Now Bechdel returns with a new graphic work, 
Are You My Mother? A Comic Drama, filling in 
the backstory of her tumultuous family growing 
up and during the writing of her earlier bitter-
sweet memoir, but now with her mother at cen-
ter stage. The journey is both poignant and hi-
larious as Bechdel excavates memories to forge 
emotional connections with her aloof and dis-
tant parent, as their Electra complex is played 
out and she seeks reconciliation and resolution.
  Bechdel looks back and tries to understand, 

yet distinguish herself from her mother, draw-
ing from photographs, early diary entries, let-
ters, sketches and transcriptions of present-day 
phone conversations. She has been obsessively 
journaling her life since she was ten, so there is 
ample basal material here.
 Living with a closeted husband and rais-
ing three children took its toll. At age seven, 
her mother told Bechdel she was too old to be 
kissed goodnight any longer, and her two broth-
ers were more valued than she. Her emotionally 
estranged parent was most alive and joyful out 
of the home, acting in community theater pro-
ductions.
 Non-linear and recursive, scenes shift back 
and forth in time and are replayed over and over 
again, from multiple points of view from the girl 
child, as well as the now adult narrator. Literary 
references abound. Virginia Woolf’s diaries are 
juxtaposed throughout, as well as psychobabble 
from Sigmund Freud, Donald Winnicott and Alice 
Miller, along with Bechdel’s own therapy ses-
sions with analysts.
 Her signature drawing style, honed over de-
cades of creating comic strips, is precise, un-
cluttered, and forthrightly direct—extremely ef-
fective in helping to detail emotions and story. 
Each frame adds nuance and detail, propelling 
the narrative forward and enhancing the text. 
It is lovely to see familiar characters from her 
previous Dykes to Watch Out For chronicles re-
appear in this memoir, as well as scenes from 
her father’s tale, now portrayed through another 
perspective lens.
 In her inimitable style as graphic alchemist, 
Bechdel has created another audacious book: 
insightful, engrossing, entertaining and coura-
geous. Throughout she dares herself to begin 
and begin again, challenging herself to stop 
“writing around something.” As scenes are re-
visited, more information is teased out; feelings 
are ever more intimately exposed.
  However, the dialectics in this mother daugh-
ter saga are not solely focused on doom and 
gloom, shame and blame. There is also much 
hilarity in the illustrated odyssey. Bechdel’s first 
person narrator is continually tripping herself up 
with anxiety and self-doubting neurosis, compli-
cating many of the situations in her fraught ma-
ternal relationship. While the child within may 
not be sated in the resolving tableaus, Bechdel 
recognizes her mother did indeed give her “a 
way out” to become the gifted artist she is to-
day.
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Alison Bechdel’s
comic psychodramas
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By CHaRLsie DeWey

Gay fathers face questions and issues that 
their straight and even lesbian counterparts 
don’t as they begin the adoption process and 
their transition to fatherhood, according to 
Abbie E. Goldberg. 
 Goldberg, an associate professor in the 
department of psychology at Clark Univer-
sity and a senior research fellow at the Evan 
B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, has been 
studying the gay and lesbian parenting com-
munity now for more than 10 years. Her first 
book, Lesbian and Gay Parents and Their Chil-
dren: Research on the Family Life Cycle, ex-
amined and analyzed the research that exist-
ed on same-sex parenthood since the 1970s.
 She hopes her most recent, Gay Dads: Tran-
sitions to Adoptive Fatherhood, will provide 
gay fathers, prospective gay fathers and oth-
ers interested in the topic with information 
that until now hasn’t existed.
 Windy City Times: Tell me about your 
book Gay Dads: Transitions to adoptive Fa-
therhood.
 Abbie Goldberg: This is my second book. It’s 
a book on gay dads and basically it charts 
the transition to the parenthood experience 
for 70 gay men—all of whom I interviewed 
both before they were placed with a child, 
while they were waiting to adopt and then af-
ter they adopted. It starts out with a chapter 
looking at the kinds of experiences they had 
navigating the adoption process, discrimina-
tion in the adoption process and the legal 
process. 
 It then moves on to examine their initial 
adjustment experiences, how they struggled 
and balanced work and family. There is also 
a chapter looking at their relationships with 
families of origin and friends and how those 
relationships changed. Then there is a chap-
ter looking at their interactions with their 
broader community, feeling more out when 
they became parents, particularly if they’d ad-
opted transracially, and how that gave them 
new visibility in their neighborhoods and 
their community.
 WCT: Why did you decide to write a book 
on gay dads?
 AG: There are no full-length books on gay 
fathers, empirical research on gay dads. There 
are a few, very few, published papers on gay 
dads, but it’s really an area that is pretty 
much uncharted territory. I wanted to provide 
a book that was readable, interesting and in-
formative about the real life experiences of 
gay men. I wanted it to be something that 
a gay dad could pick up or a prospective gay 
dad, a researcher or a grad student, somebody 
who is just interested in the topic. I wanted 
to make it accessible to as broad a range of 
people as possible.
 WCT: Why do you think the Gay Dads 
book is important?
 AG: The research on lesbian parenting 
started a long time ago, in the 1970s. Really 
prompted by a couple of high profile court 
cases where women were denied custody of 
their children because of their sexual orienta-
tion. 
 Gay dads really didn’t get on people’s radar, 
until I would say about 2000. There are a few 
studies of gay fathers in the 1980s, but all of 
those focused on gay men who had their kids 
in straight relationships and then came out. 
Intentional gay dads, men that were having 
or adopting children in the context of same-
sex relationships, that really hasn’t been on 
people’s radar or been visible in the media 

until about 10 years ago. That’s why it’s im-
portant; it’s a timely topic. It’s vastly under-
studied.
 WCT: What kinds of trends or things did 
you find that you think are particularly in-
teresting?
 AG: I think that perhaps one of the things 
that is so striking in the book, and is a theme 
that continues to come up, is the incredible 
importance of geographic location in context 
for these men’s experiences. The gay men who 
were adopting or raising children in San Fran-
cisco obviously had a very different experi-
ence than the gay men who are adopting in, 
say, the Amish country or rural South Caro-
lina. 
 That, to me, is the most striking and, in 
some ways, the most interesting recurrent 
theme in the book. In many states gay men 
cannot co-adopt a child. One man has to 
adopt as the legal parent and then the other 
parent may or may not ever be able to get 
a second parent adoption. In many cases in 
the book, there are couples in which only 
one man is legally connected to the child. 
Of course, that has profound implications for 
men dealing with security and feeling that 
they are safe and their child is safe and their 
relationship is secure and recognized. If there 
is one thing to take away from the book, it’s 
how important things like laws are in terms of 
affecting families.
 WCT: Were there any outcomes that sur-
prised you?
 AG: Yes; there is a really fascinating pattern 
that emerged. As I said, I asked these men 
about their support from family and friends. 
One of the most fascinating findings was that 
a third of the men perceived their families—
particularly their own parents—as becoming 
more supportive of them across the transition 
to parenthood. They attributed this to, “Ev-
eryone loves babies.” So many of their family 
members—even those who were very unsup-
portive, very homophobic, very concerned 
about “How can you raise a child? That is 
cruel. We don’t support that”—came around 
once there was an actual child in the home. 
 WCT: is there anything you would like to 
add?
 AG: Just the fact that the men’s stories are 
what carry the book. It is filled with quotes 
and stories and highlights various couples 
across this journey. It’s really written in a way 
to be engaging and to allow readers to im-
merse themselves in these stories. You really 
get to know these men in the book.

Library Pride events 
June 13, 20
  The Chicago Public Library (CPL) con-
tinues its “Celebrating Diversity” series in 
June with the observance of Pride Month.
 As part of this year’s observance, CPL will 
present two author programs on selective 
LGBT topics at the Harold Washington Li-
brary Center, 400 S. State St.
 On Wed., June 13, Chicago author Ann 
Laughlin will read from and sign her latest 
novel, Runaway, in the video theater (lower 
level) at 6 p.m.
 On Wed., June 20, Sukie de la Croix will 
discuss and sign his new book, Chicago 
Whispers: A History of LGBT Chicago Before 
Stonewall, in the Cindy Pritzker Auditorium 
at 6 p.m.
 Visit www.chicagopubliclibrary.org or call 
312-747-4050.

Book provides insight into 
adoptive fatherhood

Dr. abbie Goldberg.
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THE SEMI-FINALS AT SIDETRACK 
SAT., JUNE 2

From a field of 20 very talented contestants from 10 preliminary bars, 12 lucky crooners move on to the finals. 
And speaking of luck, one audience member walked away with a free trip to Vancouver. 

Photos by Dave Ouano. More photos at facebook.com/windycitygayidol.

Check out this week’s nightspots and next week’s Windy City Times for your official Windy City Gay Idol finals 
voting guides. Vote for your favorite at the finals, Sat., June 16 at Sidetrack. Doors open at 2 pm, show begins at 3 
pm. One more trip to Vancouver will be given to a member of the audience, plus many other raffle prizes.

TOUGH MUDDER
toughmudder.com

My name is Creagh Bennewate

On June 17th I will be participating in an 
event called 

Tough Mudder benefits The Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Wounded Warrior Project assists 
American veterans  either physically, 

mentally, or emotionally.
Please follow the link and 

give what you can.

I thank you for supporting our veterans

www.raceit.com/fundraising/donate.aspx
?event=6906&fundraiser=r3491499

http://www.chicagopride.com
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By aLeX LUBisCHeR

In the newly released second edition of his fic-
tional family memoir, A Sea of White Impatiens, 
writer Chris Murphy chronicles the dysfunctional 
Gallagher clan’s bizarrely comic lives. The Or-
lando, Fla.-based novelist recently took time off 
from an animal rights picketing of a puppy store 
to discuss his unique authorial exploits.
 Windy City Times: a sea of White impatiens 
is billed as a fictional family memoir. How 
much is fact and how much is fiction?
 Chris Murphy: I would say about 50/50. For 
example, in one chapter, William Jr. gets hit by 
the Rowaneck florist’s van. That actually hap-
pened to me in ninth grade, but it just worked 
better in William’s chapter. So I took the experi-
ence that I had and assigned it to him. Also, 
my parents had 11 children. There [are] only 
nine Gallaghers. And I modeled the character of 
Thomas on my gay brothers, Mark and Rick.
 WCT: so there’s a fusing together of real-
life events and characters, and compressing 
them to create a fictional product?
 CM: Uh-huh. And some of the stuff is exag-
gerated. Like, I was never as wicked of a child 
as Christian is. But when a friend of mine read 
“Impatiens” years ago, I said the same thing 
to her and she said, “Yeah, you might not have 
done all that stuff but you’ve thought about it.” 
[Laughs]
 WCT: How has your identity as a gay man 
influenced you as an author, and shaped the 
kinds of stories that you want to tell?
 CM: First of all, it’s real hard to get published 
and … there’s not a great market, even today, 
for gay-themed literature. It’s not on the best-
seller list, with the exception of David Sedaris. 
He’s had tremendous success, and I’ve been in-
spired by him because he is such a riot. I don’t 
think my being gay necessarily inspired me to 
write, but it sure made it a bit more difficult to 
find a market.
 WCT: Do you have any advice for aspiring 
writers out there?
 CM: Write what you know and do it because 
you love it. And if you sit down and have writer’s 
block, get up and do something else. I have to 
get excited about every single thing I write. So 
in order for me to be my best—if I find myself 
writing exposition and it’s boring and I’m like, 
“Ugh, I can’t wait to get this over with,” then I 
should dismiss it. I should eliminate that chap-
ter and focus on something else. 
 I’ve started books by writing the last chapter 
first, because I think, “Oh, this is going to make 
a great third act climax.” So strike while the iron 
is hot and you’ll do your best stuff. And then go 
back and do the other chapters when you’re re-
ally moved to do the other chapters. 
 WCT: What initially sparked your interest 
and inspired you to write “impatiens?”
 CM: I took a creative writing class my senior 
year [at Boston University]and we were tasked 
to write about a family event. So I wrote about 
stealing my late brother-in-law’s motorcycle 
back.
 WCT: i loved that passage.
 CM: Yeah, that’s actually all true. I read it to 
the class and they all got a kick out of it. Then, 
just on my own, I started writing additional fam-
ily anecdotes and I shared them with people at 
work and they enjoyed them. And then I wound 
up, at some point years later, just putting them 
all together.
 WCT: Which wild “impatiens” anecdote is 
your personal favorite?
 CM: It’s actually the one where Christian is in 
seventh grade art class, and Mrs. Hunt, his very 
tragic, sad art teacher winds up telling him that 
she’s going to get a facelift. Then she puts up 

a paper landscape on one of the walls and in-
vites students to decorate it with buildings and 
people and activities. And Christian—and this 
really happened and what a mess I must have 
been at that time—draws an insane asylum and 
a witches’ coven and some other awful things. 
 She [Mrs. Hunt] gets her facelift and is out for 
a couple of days and then she comes back and 
thinks it’s an awful, awful thing that I’ve done 
to this landscape. She just tears it down, and I 
think that’s a terrible thing to do, so I wind up 
telling the entire class that she’s gotten a face-
lift. I laugh about it now but, you know, part of 
me feels very, very bad for this woman.
 WCT: With so many bizarre and comic tales 
woven into this narrative, was it hard to nail 
down a title? How did you arrive at a sea of 
White impatiens?
 CM: My mother had a garden, but it was all 
white impatiens. And she planted them every 
year and they were lovely. Then one year she 
found that there was a lilac impatiens. This is 
after having planted white impatiens for years 
and she thought, “Well, that’s kind of pretty.” 
Thereafter she bought a whole bunch of colors 
[of flowers]. One year the garden just became 
all colorful—and, for me, it was a metaphor for 
11 children in a big Irish-Catholic family. I know 
she wanted everyone to get along and be nice, 
and be normal, good Catholics, and, to me, her 
white impatiens vision wound up being a little 
bit more colorful. 
 a sea of White impatiens is available on-
line at www.robertsonpublishing.com, www.
amazon.com and www.barnesandnoble.com.
 its first sequel, superior Bodies, is avail-
able at www.barnesandnoble.com.

“Chalk it up to progress that some celeb-
rities are now embarrassed to be thought 
of as having been in the closet, which in-
creasingly seems like a relic from the last 
century (even as it still endures mightily). 
more and more gay, lesbian and bisexual 
actors, and TV and media personalities, 
don’t want to be associated with the of-
ten laughable and torturous subterfuge of 
it.”—Huffpost Gay Voices Editor-at-Large Mi-
chelangelo Signorile on the Huffington Post, 
May 29. 

“The claim that gays should be barred from 
conservative activism is a bipartisan bigot-
ed view. The far left doesn’t want a gay to 
be conservative; the far right doesn’t want 
a conservative to be gay. i don’t have the 
luxury of being a one-issue voter. i’m more 
thoughtful and complex than that. i am 
comfortably gay and conservative.”—for-
mer Romney campaign staffer Richard Grenell 
to the Washington Blade, June 1.

“When the uterus is criminalized, then 
only criminals will have uteruses.”—TV 
star and presidential hopeful Roseanne Barr on 
Twitter, May 18.

“When the nuns push for social justice, 
they’re put into stocks. yet archbishop 
sartain has led a campaign in Washington 

to reverse the state’s newly enacted law 
allowing same-sex marriage, and he’s a 
church hero.”—Columnist Maureen Dowd to 
the New York Times, April 28.

“i grew up in Houston, in a pretty urbane 
setting. i was a very serious girl who would 
bring her little gay friends home to talk to 
my mom, who was this wild French wom-
an.”—Actress Mireille Enos in the May issue 
of Esquire.

“i mean, [mitt Romney] went from being 
my first crush at six years old—i named my 
Ken dolls ‘mitt’—and then when i was old 
enough to hear what was coming out of his 
mouth, it was over. i’m sure he’s a nice guy. 
i knew him to be a nice person, to those 
around him. He had five sons that i knew, 
that my brothers would play with growing 
up, and they were kind to others. But what 
they stand for i don’t find to be tolerant 
or just.”—Actress Eliza Dushku, to New York 
Magazine, April 20.

“i’m going to have embarrassing moments, 
and that won’t be fun. But that’s part of 
what talking to you is about—is hoping 
people will understand, and hoping they’ll 
be fairly kind.”—Against Me lead singer Lau-
ra Jane Grace comes out at trans to Rolling 
Stone, May 8.

QQUOTELINES
ComPiLeD By KaTe sosin

BOOKS

Gay writer Chris Murphy 
fuses family and fiction

Chris murphy. Press photoTHERE’S POWER IN OUR PRIDE.

Please participate in the largest Gay & Lesbian Community Survey in 
history, and help demonstrate the growing Power in Our Pride.

Recent surveys have had 45,000 respondents from over 100 countries!

Everyone who completes the survey by June 15, 2012 will be entered into a drawing to win one of  
five US $100 cash prizes. (Or if you win, you may designate a non-profit charity to receive the prize.)

Please take the survey today, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com

® 2012 Community Marketing, Inc., 584 Castro St. #834, San Francisco CA 94114 USA         www.CommunityMarketingInc.com
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and LGBT Market Research & Development Lab are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

About the Gay & Lesbian Community Survey®: Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by 
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!   

Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have recog-
nized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner benefits. This has 
been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

Demographic reports also influence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of a products 
and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites in business, serving their 
communities with independent news and information. 

Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events and funding 
community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and influences 
positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and 
operated, independent market research and communications firm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third 
parties or used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certified. Thank you!

Gay Market Research +
Development LabTM

Lesbian Market Research +
Development LabTM
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WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP PRESENTS

CHICAGO’S BIGGEST GLBT CONTEST
NOW IN ITS 10TH YEAR!

* Windy City Media Group includes Windy City Times, Nightspots and wcmgpromotions@gmail.com *

SPONSORED BY:

For more, visit Facebook.com/WindyCityGayIdol
or email wcmgpromotions@gmail.com

SIDETRACK
3349 N. HALSTED

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
3PM START

2PM SIGN-UP
$10 COVER 

HOsted by sofia saffire

WIN a TRIP to 
Vancouver! 

One audience member 
wil l  win a pair  of  t ix 

on American Airl ines 
to Vancouver,  BC 

and a 3-night stay!

THE FINALS!
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SAVOR

tavern on Rush; 
the pony
By anDReW DaVis

Tavern on Rush (1031 N. Rush St.; www.Tav-
ernOnRush.com) has received rave reviews from 
fellow columnists and friends alike—which is 
why I was especially disappointed by what I en-
countered recently.
 With this being a media visit, I had a height-
ened expectation. (After all, if the restaurant 
can’t get it together for someone it’s expecting, 
then how will it treat the casual couple walking 
by?) That being said, things started badly when 
Tavern didn’t even have my name down for a 
reservation and I had to prove who I am. Not 
fun…
 Once that was finally settled, my dining part-
ner and I decided to order a variety of items. The 
service was very up-and-down, with the server 
buzzing around one minute and disappearing 
for a while afterwards. (Keep in mind that there 
were more servers than diners this weekday af-
ternoon.) However, when he was around, he was 
very nice and informative.
 On to the food. This aspect of the restaurant 
deserves some praise (courtesy of Executive Chef 
John Gatsos), although things didn’t start off 

swimmingly. My friend had the tuna avocado 
tartare—and a look of dread cross his face after 
he tasted it. I tried it as well, and there was an 
unavoidably “too-fishy” taste. However, things 
progressed from there.
 The pork potstickers were solid (although the 
server neglected to tell us what the accompany-
ing sauces were). For our main dishes, my friend 
had the fried egg club while I got the Tavern 

Kobe club. We both really liked our sandwich-
es—and that horseradish mayo really made the 
Kobe club. (Fortunately, Tavern offers a wide va-
riety of dishes, even for lunch, including lobster 
tail, jambalaya, sliders and salads.)
 I don’t doubt my friends who’ve enjoyed Tav-
ern—and I may even return. However, for now, 
I have very mixed feelings about this popular 
Gold Coast eatery.

On the contrary, I had no such problems at The 
Pony (1638 W. Belmont Ave.; www.theponychi-
cago.com), a good-time sports bar. From the 
moment my dining companion and I walked in, 
we felt right at home in this restaurant that’s 
filled with warm woods and even warmer smiles.
 The Pony is just far enough away from Wrigley 
Field that it doesn’t get the overflow of Cubs 
fans before or after home games—and that’s a 
shame. However, one reason some people might 
want to check out the place would be the many 
screens (including one at each table) that show 
different games. 
 Another reason, undoubtedly, is the food. 
Brian Jupiter (who also presides over the carni-
vore-focused Frontier restaurant) has concocted 
more winners at this spot. Even the chicken 
tenders were highlights, and they come with 
a variety of sauces, including blue cheese and 
honey mustard. The pork-belly tacos—which 
come with cilantro cream, pickled red onion, to-
mato and queso fresco in a corn tortilla—were 
spot-on. However, the filet mignon sliders were 
the absolute high point. If there’s one item you 
should order here, it’s these mini-sandwiches, 
which are topped with caramelized onions and 

Tavern on Rush’s Lobster Cobb salad with mixed greens, bleu cheese, avocado, mushroom, 
bacon, tomato, and boiled egg. PR photo

aMERICaN
Beef ‘n Brandy
127 S. State St., Chicago
312-372-3451
beefbrandy.net
A Chicago tradition since 
1967. Serving pizza, burgers, 
meat loaf, homemade Foc-
cacia bread and more.

Jane’s Restaurant 
1653-55 W. Cortland 
Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery 
located in neighborhoody 
Bucktown. Stunning Special 
events Room. Brunch, Lunch 
& Dinner.

hamburger Mary’s
5400 n. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/
chicago
Burgers, salads and sass 
served up in a kitschy 
atmosphere with an on-site 
brew pub.

aSIaN
Miss asia
434 W. Diversey Pkwy., 
Chicago
773-248-3999
missasiacuisine.com
At Miss Asia we provide 
fine traditional Thai cuisine 
and an elegant dining 
atmosphere.

BakERy
Swedish Bakery
5348 n. Clark St., 
Chicago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
european-style cookies, 
pastries, breads, and tortes. 
We’ll create a cake for any 
celebration.

ItalIaN 
taverna 750
750 W. Cornelia Ave., 
Chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian 
small plates with an exciting 
cocktail menu. Surprisingly 
affordable. 

Club lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., 
Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940’s style Italian Supper 
Club & Cocktail Lounge 
Award-winning. Holiday 
decorations and private 
party room. Accepting 
online reservations.

armand’s pizzeria
4159 n. Western Ave.,
Chicago
773-463-5200
armandspizzeria.com
Since 1956. Award-winning 
thin crust. Also baked clams, 
sandwiches, salads. Dine in, 
take out, delivery.

MExICaN
Mundial Cocina 
Mestiza
1640 W. 18th St., 
Chicago
312-491-9908
mundialcocinamestiza.
com
Creative Mexican cuisine in 
the Pilsen neighborhood. 
Hand-shaken margaritas 
and affordable wines.

GERMaN
Chicago Brauhaus
4732 n. Lincoln Ave., 
Chicago
773-784-4444
chicagobrauhaus.com
Serving up traditional 
German specialties, beer, 
wine, music and dancing 6 
days a week.

theDISH

To get your business listed in The Dish, contact advertising@windycitymediagroup.com

dINING lIStINGS

WEEkly dINING GuIdE IN 
theDISH

1653-55 W. Cortland • 773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com

The Perfect Setting for your  
Commitment Ceremony

Dine In • Take Out • Delivery
4159 N. Western Ave. • Chicago

(773) 463-5200

armandspizzeria.com
Armand’s - The Food You Remember

 Specialty Cakes CookiesPetit FoursCoffeecakesBreads

Swedish
BAKERY

In the Heart of Andersonville

Have a
Safe & 

Happy 

Pride! 

5348 N. Clark St. • (773)561-8919 • SwedishBakery.com

4882 N. Clark St. in Chicago
Open at 5 for dinner Monday-Saturday

Fabulous specials 
ALL SUMMER LONG

www.cerestable.com

WE’RE PROUD 
        IT’S PRIDE

Celebrate with us at

turn to page 37

http://www.cerestable.com
http://www.swedishbakery.com
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 Martha Wash will be the featured performer 
at Chicago PrideFest, which will take place 
between Addison and Grace on Halsted Street 
Friday-Saturday, June 22-23. 
 Wash—who is immensely popular in the LGBT 
community—is marking the 30th anniversary of 
“It’s Raining Men,” which she sang with Izora 
Rhodes when they formed the duo Two Tons O’ 
Fun. Wash also is known for her vocals on Black 
Box songs such as “Everybody Everybody” and “I 

Don’t Know Anybody Else.” She also sang lead 
vocals on the 1991 C+C Music Factory smash 
“Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody Dance 
Now).”
 She’s slated to take the North Stage June 23 
at 4:30 p.m.
 Other singers on the bill include Frenchie Da-
vis (American Idol; The Voice), Jojo, Inaya Day 
and Janice Robinson. Local acts include the Chi-
cago Gay Men’s Chorus and Dot Dot Dot.

Martha Wash headlining PrideFest

Martha Wash.

Maytag blue cheese—and then placed on mini-
croissants.
 The Pony also offers pizzas and wraps. The 
Pony Pizza, which we tried, is a delicious mé-
lange of pepperoni, Italian sausage, Canadian 
bacon, mushrooms, oregano, green peppers, 
mozzarella cheese and homemade marinara 
sauce.
 Unfortunately, The Pony doesn’t offer desserts 
(although there’s a spot that sells gelatos and 
other sweets just a few steps away). However, 
after everything my friend and I had, we were 
too stuffed to go there anyway.
 By the way, we discovered one other reason 
to visit The Pony: Jessica. If there is a more en-
gaging server around, I haven’t encountered him 
or her. Not only did she have an electric smile, 
but she was infinitely helpful and informative. 
If you’re fortunate enough to have her as your 
server, tell her Windy City Times sent you.
 (By the way, this place also offers a 16-inch 
grilled cheese sandwich—so you might want to 
bring some friends with you.)

TEXT SKY TO 57711 FOR A CHANCE 
TO WIN 2012 SEASON TICKETS

*standard rates apply

Celebrate
PRIDE 
MONTH

WITH THE SKY

VISIT CHICAGOSKY.NET OR CALL 866.SKY.WNBAfor more info

Enjoy one game this June for $25 or enjoy 
ALL THREE FOR JUST $60. All PRIDE month 
packages include a special Sky PRIDE gift.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8 @ 7:30PM
Sky vs Tulsa Shock

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13 @ 7:00PM
Sky vs Seattle Storm

FRIDAY, JUNE 29 @ 7:30PM
Sky vs Phoenix

EXCLUSIVE OFFER

To take advantage of this offer or for more 
information on this special offer call 

JORDAN at 312.994.5963. 

TICKETS
START

as low as
$13

dISh from page 36

The Pony’s filet sliders (above) and executive 
Chef Brian Jupiter. Photos by ed negron

The line-up is as follows:
Friday, June 22

North Stage:
5 and 7:30 p.m.: Pride Drag 
Show
7 p.m.: Jojo
9 p.m.: Inaya Day

South Stage:
6 p.m.: The Personnel
7:30 p.m.: Chicago Spirit Bri-
gade
8 p.m.: Sixteen Candles

saturday, June 23

North Stage:
12 p.m.: Miss Foozie’s Pet Pa-
rade
1:30, 3 and 5:30 p.m.: Pride 
Drag Show
2:30 p.m.: Thea Austin
3 p.m.: Chicago Spirit Brigade
4:30 p.m.: Martha Wash
6:30 p.m.: Simone Denny
7 p.m.: Guinevere
8 p.m.: Frenchie Davis
8:30 p.m.: Janice Robinson
9 p.m.: Sandy B

South Stage:
1:30 p.m.: Chicago Spirit Bri-
gade
2:30 p.m.: Chicago Redline
3 p.m.: Chicago Gay Men’s 
Chorus
3:30 p.m.: Rod Tuffcurls & the 
Benchpress
6 p.m.: Dot Dot Dot
7:30 p.m.: The Chicago Cow-
boys
8 p.m.: Wedding Banned

http://www.chicagosky.net
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ADVERTISE HERE
aDVeRTise HeRe: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online 
section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-
871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, 
or go to our website www.WindyCitymediaGroup.
com.

ANTIQUES

ARTISTS
CaLL FoR aRTisTs: sKoKie aRT GUiLD’s 51st annUaL 
aRT FaiR. July 14th & 15th, 2012. Fine art. Prizes and 
awards. Held on the Village Green, 5211 W. Oakton St., 
downtown Skokie, IL. apply now. For applications or 
information: skokieart@aol.com or 847-677-8163. 
www.skokieartguild.org (6/27/12)

CLASSES
DRaG maKe-UP CLasses! GeT yoUR DRaG maKe-UP 
on! Just in time for pride. So Come on Queens; Come 
Show Some Pride, Learn Some Make-up and Really 
Shine! 3 Days of classes scheduled. 773-327-9249. 
dean_students@att.net, http://www.elegantebeau-
ty.blogspot.com (6/20/12-4)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHesTnUT CLeaninG seRViCes: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (11/21/12-52)

CLeaninG LiKe yoUR mom DiD. I am posting this for 
my Housekeeper. She has been with my partner and I for 
21 years. She is currently seeking homes/apartments for 
regular service in and around the Chicago area. No place 
to small or large. Reasonable rates, discount for repeat 
service. most days/times available. Call Veronica Cruz 
at 773-294-8622 for a free quote. (6/13/12-12)

COUNSELING
CoUnseLinG anD CLiniCaL HyPnoTHeRaPy: Providing 
help to individuals and couples in our community since 
1987.  I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual 
issues, childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns 
that inhibit potential.  starla R. sholl, LCsW, PC, 
773.878.5809, www.starlasholl.com (8/21/12-26)

THe JUniPeR CenTeR/CenTeR FoR ReLaTionsHiP 
HeaLTH. Life gets complicated. You have have tried 
all that you know to solve a problem or repair a 
relationship. When you are not sure what’s next, we 
are here to help. LGBTQ individuals, couples & families. 
juipercenterchicago.com 847-759-9110 (7/25/12-
13)

DECK RESTORATION
CeDaR PRo, deck restoration. Power wash, clean, rinse, 
sand and refinish with an oil based toner and sealant. 
Protect your wood, soft wood will rot, keep it hard. 
847-444-1482 (8/8/12-13)

FLOORING

FURNITURE RESTORATION
WWW.maTTFiXesFURniTURe.Com. Experienced crafts-
man. Restoration expert. Over 20 years and hundreds 
of satisfied customers in GLBT Chicagoland. Furniture, 
woodwork, artwork repaired, restored, decorated. 
Prompt courteous service always. Call 773-327-0742 
or visit my web page. www.mattfixesfurniture.com 
(7/11/12–8)

HELP WANTED
CemenT mason aPPRenTiCe PRoGRam aCCePTinG 
aPPLiCaTions. Sponsorship by Local 502 signatory 
contractor req’d.  Min. Qual: 17 y/o, driver’s license, 
2 Yrs H/S or GED.   Drug Test req’d.  The recruitment, 
selection, employment, and training are without dis-
crimination by race, color, religion, national origin, 
or sex. Female applicants encouraged.  application & 
Contractor List at 739 s. 25th ave., Bellwood, iL m-F 
8-2. (6/6/12-1)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BaTHRoom RemoDeLinG, Home RePaiRs, PainTinG 
& moRe. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. One year warranty. 
Price by the job - not the hour. FREE estimates! Check 
us out on angie’s List. andy onCall, 773-244-9961. 
www.getandy.com (8/1/12-52)

LEGAL SERVICES
neeD LeGaL HeLP? Pride Law, Andersonville’s legal aid 
clinic for the LGBT community can help. Clinic hours 
every Wednesday, 5-8:00 p.m. by appointment only. Call 
1-866-703-5509 or send us an email at prideslaw@
tsamislaw.com.

LOSE WEIGHT
Lose WeiGHT—sTay FiT. Lose from 5-100+lbs safely. Call 
877-749-0794 or e-mail Guild@theonlinebusiness.
com (7/18/12–8)

MASSAGE
FiRsT-CLass asian maLe masseUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (11/14/12–26)

PIANO & VOICE LESSONS
Piano oR VoiCe Lessons – in my studio or your home 
offered by young, gay, professional with Master’s in 
music. Andersonville, Boystown and Near Northside.  
Take lessons with a neighborhood teacher. all ages 
welcome.  Jonathan at 646-418-4043. (6/27/12–4)

SPIRITUALITY
WINDOW TREATMENTS
WonDeRinG WHaT To Do WiTH THose WinDoWs?: 
Call me! I take care of it all from design through 

installation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE 
Interiors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty 
in window treatments for over 25 years. 773-271-
2361. www.JosephRiceinteriors.com (6/6/12-26)

DRaPeRy ConneCTion: Your exceptional source for 
Blinds, Solar Screen Shades, Shutters and Custom 
Draperies. We offer Hunter Douglas and all major 
brands at sale pricing since 1939. For a FRee in-home 
estimate call Jessica at 800-245-7790 ext.10. 
DraperyConnection.com. (6/6/12)

CLASSIFIEDS The Law Office of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CVC HARDWOOD
FLOORING CO.

Specializing in:
Installation, Refinishing,

Repairs

Free Estimates

847-455-7517
847-791-4671

Chris Campagna

CVC HARDWOOD
FLOORING CO.

Specializing in:
Installation, Refinishing,

Repairs

Free Estimates

847-455-7517
847-791-4671

Chris Campagna

“MAXIMUS”
ANTIQUE

& Collectible
MARKET

Hours: 8am - 4pm / $6
Early Buyers: 6am - 8am /$25

1000’s of Treasures & Collectibles
NEW VENDORS WELCOME

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

ZURKO’S ONE DAY

SUNDAY - JUNE 10th
Grayslake, IL

Lake County Fairgrounds
(1060 E. Peterson Rd.)

CONDOS FOR SALE
BeaUTiFUL ComBineD UniT WiTH FaBULoUs LaKe 
VieWs. 2500 square ft. 3 bedroom, 3.1 bath. Full eat-in 
kitchen with granite countertops and top of the line 
appliances. Full amenity building. Call or email sandra 
Kite at 312-893-1370 or skite@koenigstrey.com for 
more information. (6/20/12-4)

HOUSES FOR SALE
eLeGanT oaK PaRK ViCToRian. One of a kind, beauti-
fully restored Queen Anne Victorian home three blocks 
from downtown Oak Park and transportation, winner 
Painted Lady Award, this special home is filled with 
original oak and pine moldings, pocket doors, and cabi-
nets, three porches, lush garden, etc., with third floor 
apartment that can be used as office or rental. Contact 
Tony at 708-848-6278 or email rosebud1900@comcast.
net. see listing at Realtor.com -- http://www.real-
tor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/313-n-marion-
st_oak-Park_iL_60302_m75887-61206 (6/6/12-1)

TWO BEDROOMS FOR RENT
2 BeDRooms 2 FULL BaTHRooms in sunny courtyard 
building, washer/dryer, dishwasher, parking spot, hard-
wood floors, private balcony, large closets, gas fireplace, 
central air, 1/2 block to Metra & buses, near Raven-
swood Brown Line (Damen stop), pets welcome, non-
smoking, cable ready, available immediately - summer 
sublease with option to renew. Ravenswood neighbor-
hood  (Hermitage @ Lawrence) $1450, 1 month secu-
rity deposit required. Please call mel 773.506.9693

TRi-TayLoR HisToRiC aPaRTmenT Available June 1st, 
spacious 2-Bedroom, 1-bath apartment in historic 
building. Hardwood floors, 12 foot ceilings, large win-
dows, and private porch. Large living room with faux 
fireplace & wood mantle, large kitchen with appliances, 
hardwood cabinets & large pantry. Quiet building with 
lots of natural light, close to Blue Line & UIC Shuttle. 
Rent is $1350 per month and includes heat, gas & wa-
ter. Laundry facilities in the basement. Call Karen after 
5 pm @ 815-744-2743 for appointment. (6/6/12-2)

REAL ESTATE

Sandra Kite

Beautiful combined unit with fabulous lake views. 2500 square ft. 3 
bedroom, 3.1 bath. Full eat-in kitchen with granite countertops and 
top of the line appliances.  Full amenity building. Call or email Sandra 
Kite at 312-893-1370 or skite@koenigstrey.com for more information.

Reviving

The Spirit...

Renewing

The Life...

Atonement Episcopal Church
5749 N. Kenmore

www.ChurchOfTheAtonement.Org
Sundays at 11 A.M.

Winner of a peter lisagor Media award in Chicago

13 months of 
award-winning coverage

Online at
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

http://www.zurkopromotions.com
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Be
Curious.

Real estate is more 

it’s the life you get out of it.
than just the home you live in   –

BairdWar ner.com

http://www.bairdwarner.com
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Wed., June 6
Personal insurance and Benefits: Under-

standing your options Speakers: Jason 
Ott, Aon, Jim Harbert, Hinshaw & Culbert-
son, LLP; 5pm-7pm, Hinshaw & Culbert-
son, LLP Offices, 222 N. LaSalle St., www.
surveymonkey.com/s/xmbvyvm

PFLaG national Celebrates the Heartland 
Second annual celebration of PFLAG in 
the heartland. Drinks, food and an op-
portunity to honor several members of 
the Chicago community who have worked 
tirelessly to move equality forward. Cock-
tail reception 6pm. Honors at 7pm. $75 
PFLAG Member Admission, $100 General 
Admission, $200 VIP Admission. Event Co-
Chairs: Charles R. Middleton, PhD, Presi-
dent, Roosevelt University; Pamela Tate, 
President and CEO, Council for Adult and 
Experiential Learning; 6pm-10pm, Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted St., http://
community.pflag.org/chicago

Cocktails and Canapes Remarks by Bechara 
Choucair, M.D., Commissioner, Chicago 
Department of Public Health and Jessica 
Halem. Hosts: Board of Directors, How-
ard Brown Health Center. RSVP to Lizzie 
Bright, 773-388-8992 or lizzieb@howard-
brown.org; 6pm-8pm, C-View rooftop bar 
and lounge, MileNorth Hotel, 166 E. Supe-
rior St., 29th Flr , www.howardbrown.org

Business networking Lunch ‘n Learn Chi-
cago Gay & Gay-Friendly Business Referral 
Network. $12. 11:30am-1pm, Ranalli’s of 
Andersonville 1512 W Berwyn Ave., www.
meetup.com/chgo-gay-friendly-biz-refer-
ral-network

Film screening - United Latin@ Pride 
Week Event Spend some time watching 
a featured LGBTQ film with your commu-

nity. Small social beforehand, and a film 
discussion afterwards. Little Village High 
School, 3120 S. Kostner Ave. 5:30pm-
9pm, www.unitedlatinopride.org

Rock of ages Premier Celebration Come 
out Wednesday June 6 for your chance to 
win advance screening passes and other 
Rock of Ages giveaways. 9pm, The Call 
(Chicago), 1547 W Bryn Mawr Ave.

Thursday, June 7
Lighting Up The night awards Dinner and 

auction Join The Night Ministry in cel-
ebrating the contributions of outstanding 
community partners and volunteers at our 
annual Lighting Up The Night Awards Din-
ner and Auction. Reception , silent auc-
tion, dinner, honoree presentation, live 
auction. Benefits vulnerable and home-
less youth and adults living in Chicago. 
5:30pm-10pm, 773-784-9000, 120 East 
Delaware Pl., www.thenightministry.org

Lambda Legal Chicago Leadership Coun-
cil art Walk Prominent women-owned art 
galleries in Chicago’s River West neighbor-

hood. Camilla Taylor, Lambda Legal Mar-
riage Project Director, will speak about 
Lambda Legal’s progress toward marriage 
equality and select hors d’oeuvres and 
wine will be served at each gallery. Lim-
ited tickets, $20, will be available online 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 6pm, 
312-663-4413, Several locations on West 
Superior Street, www.lambdalegal.org/
events/art-walk

Below the Belt Fighting for Women’s Pel-
vic Health Grammy winner Alison Krauss 
and lead singer/guitarist of her Union 
Station band, Dan Tyminski, will be head-
lining; 6pm-11pm, Ravenswood Event 
Center, 4011 N. Ravenswood Ave., www.
womenshealthfoundation.org

american Veterans for equal Rights 
(GLBT veterans) monthly meeting first 
Thursday of each month. 7pm, Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, Chicago, www.
averchicago.org

Dollhouse Drag Review Join The Princess, 
Phi Phi O’Hara and different guest stars 
each week for a fresh, creative and excit-
ing drag show unlike any other that you’ve 
seen before! Featuring up-and-coming 
talent with lots of energy! 9pm, Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave, Chicago, 
http://spin-nightclub.com

Friday, June 8
Free, Rapid HiV Testing The Center on 

Halsted and Windy City Rainbow Alliance 
of the Deaf present free, rapid HIV test-
ing. An ASL Interpreter will be provided! 
12pm-8pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

summer sandbox: youth Community Re-
source Fair Summer Sandbox is a fun and 
engaging celebration for LGBT youth and 
their friends, featuring live music, mov-
ies, recreational activities, BBQ and more. 
1pm-4pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Hal-
sted St., www.centeronhalsted.org

2012 PrideFest milwaukee: Belinda Carl-
isle Live Belinda Carlisle, lead vocalist for 
the pop rock band The Go-Go’s the first 
all-female band, sings live at Milwaukee’s 
PrideFest. Over 150 bands and acts on 8 
stages! 3pm, PrideFest Milwaukee, 200 N. 
Harbor Dr., The Summerfest grounds, Mil-
waukee, www.pridefest.com

Chicago sky and Girl scouts Honor Title 
iX anniversary To celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Girl Scouts and the 40th 
anniversary of Title IX, Girl Scouts ages 
5-17 will assist in the operations of the 
Chicago Sky (WNBA Chicago women’s bas-
ketball team) game behind the scenes and 
with a special “Girls Run this Game” pro-
gram. 7pm, 312-994-5986, Allstate Arena, 
6920 N Mannheim Rd, Des Plaines, www.
chicagosky.net

still Proud! Kevin Wood with Beckie men-
zie $15 cover with two drink minimum per 
person. Reservations highly recommend-
ed. 8pm-9:30pm, 773-278-1830, Dav-
enport’s, 1383 N Milwaukee Ave., www.
davenportspianobar.com

God-des & she LiVe See lesbian hip-hop 
icons God-des & She performing live at 
10:30 pm. Followed by DJ Greg Haus spin-
ning electronica/indie-alternative until 
4 am. 10:30pm, Berlin Nightclub, 954 W 
Belmont Ave., www.berlinchicago.com

Saturday, June 9 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame’s 

first Celebrity Bowl The event is open 
to all on a first-come basis. To secure a 
spot or for more information, contact the 
event coordinator Dick Uyvari, at Celeb-
rityBowl2012@yahoo.com. 10am, 773-
769-5115, Waveland Bowl, 3700 N West-
ern, Chicago

47th annual andersonville midsom-
marfest Every year, thousands of people 
throng Clark St. from Foster to Catalpa for 
music, dancing, shopping, family enter-
tainment, and great food. Through June 
10. This year, the festivities will begin a 
day early, kicking off with a concert by 
the group 16 Candles. 11am-7pm, Ander-
sonville

2012 PrideFest milwaukee: Taylor Dayne 
Live Milwaukee PrideFest is proud to wel-
come the electrifying Taylor Dayne to the 
Miller Lite Mainstage Saturday, June 9th. 
12pm, PrideFest Milwaukee, 200 N Harbor 
Drive, The Summerfest grounds, Milwau-
kee, www.pridefest.com

american Veterans for equal Rights (gay 
veterans) beer bust $10, beer, good food 
and good company; 3pm-8:45pm, Bucks 
Saloon, 3439 N Halsted St, Chicago, www.
averchicago.org

The Design industries Foundation Fight-
ing aiDs Gala Believe 2012 GardenGala, 
the second in a series of six Believe Ga-
las dedicated to DIFFA’s Grantees. With a 
focus on meals and nutrition, GardenGala 
will feature a splendidly organic farm-to-
table dining experience and live auction 
bookended by our legendary Cocktail Re-
ception and Dancing & Desserts. 6pm, 
312-644-6412, Marriott Downtown Chica-
go, 541 N. Rush St., www.diffachicago.org

RPDR’s Latrice Royale Sop it up with Ru-
Paul’s Drag Race stars Latrice Royale and 
DiDa Ritz. $10 presale, $15 at the door, 
VIP meet-and-greets at 11 pm and 1 am. 
8pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted St., www.
hydratechicago.com

CaKe Chicago LGBTQ Showcase. LAST show 
till September. Show Theme: Disco. $5 
cover. Blue Sky Hour, alternative band 
from Milwaukee; Ripley Caine & The Full 
Moon, indie/acoustic trio from Chicago’ 
Rm:509, super group tribute to PJ Harvey 
from Chicago; Overstory, indie band from 
Milwaukee. 9pm, The Red Line Tap, 7006 
N. Glenwood Ave.

Sunday, June 10
Urban Village Church: andersonville ser-

vice Andersonville is a neighborhood full 
of passion, art, diversity, and eclectic 
energy, all which makes Urban Village 
Church thrilled to be joining the commu-
nity! 10:30am-11:45am, 1602 W. Ainslie 
(at Ashland), www.newchicagochurch.com

Urban Village Church Spiritual worship 
is about coming together as community 
to make space for God to move in us. 
10:15am-11:30am, Urban Village Church, 
Spertus Institute, 610 S. Michigan Ave., 
www.urbanvillagechurch.org

mom-osa Brunch, benefiting about Face 
Theater and equality illinois MOM-osa 
Brunch, a brunch for you, your mother and 
all others who love equality! 11am-2pm, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted St., http://bit.
ly/lxesmo

Real Housewives of nJ Wedding Viewing 
Party Meet and celebrate with Jamie and 
Rich, the local gay couple getting hitched 
on Real Housewives of NJ. $10 donation 

to Equality IL, includes drink ticket. 8pm-
10pm, Spin Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont 
Ave., www.spin-nightclub.com

United Latino/a Pride presents Unite for 
one night Celebrating Latino/a Pride: 24 
LGBTQ promoters, 15 deejays and gogos 
from around Chicago. Prizes, giveaways, 
benefits United Latino/a Pride Organiza-
tion; 9pm, Excalibur Nightclub, 632 N 
Dearborn St.

Monday, June 11
LGBT narcotics anonymous LGBT meetings 

take place Mondays. For more info, call 
Anthony Oltean at 312-208-4021. 8pm-
9pm, Haymarket Center, 20 N. Sangamon 
St., Chicago

out at Wrigley national anthem Contest 
Karaoke contest begins at 9 pm. Win a 
chance to sing the National Anthem at 
Wrigley Field, Aug. 26. Visit www.out-
atwrigley.com for more info. 9pm, Spin 
Nightclub, 800 W. Belmont Ave., www.
spin-nightclub.com

Live Band Karaoke with amy armstrong 
Every Monday night at 10 p.m. in the 
front bar, hosted by the one and only Amy 
Armstrong; Roscoe’s, 3356 N. Halsted St., 
www.roscoes.com

Tuesday, June 12 
Drag Race with Frida Lay Chicago’s only 

amateur drag contest, hosted by Frida 
Lay! A hit at Roscoe’s since its premier in 
2000. 9pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St, 
Chicago, www.roscoes.com

sarah Terez Rosenblum Author of Herself 
When She’s Missing. Also June 29, The 
Book Cellar time TBA, Chicago; 7pm, Fire-
cat Gallery, 2124 N. Damen Ave., www.
facebook.com/sarahterezrosenblum

annual Pride open mic Reading Bring a 
short piece of original poetry, prose or 
song lyrics to read or perform. Everyone 
is limited to three minutes. Register by 
dropping by the store or calling 773-769-
9299. 7pm, Women & Children First, 5233 
N. Clark St., www.womenandchildrenfirst.
com

Wed., June 13 
TBs Just for Laughs Chicago Gene Siskel 

Film Center of the School of the Art In-
stitute of Chicago collaborating on three 
nights of independent comedic short 
and feature films from around the world. 
Screenings will take place Wednesday, 
Through Friday, June 15. 12pm, Gene 
Siskel Film Center, 164 N State St., www.
siskelfilmcenter.org

Celebrate PRiDe Up north, Rogers Park 
LGBT neighbors and friends Separate 
checks. No extra charges. Special guest, 
State Rep. Kelly Cassidy will attend. Street 
parking near Red Line Howard stop. RSVP 
by phone (773-764-1546). Join email list: 
PRIDEUpNorth@hotmail.com; 6:30pm-
9pm, Jamaica Jerk Restaurant, Authentic 
Caribbean Cuisine, 1631 W. Howard St.

PFLAG DAY

“PFLaG national Celebrates 
the Heartland” will take place 
at the Center on Halsted, 3656 
n. Halsted st.

Photo of state Rep. Greg Harris and 
Hal Sparks by Hal Baim

Wed., June 6
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: WindyCitymediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

THE DAYNE EVENT

Taylor Dayne will prove 
her love at the 2012 
PrideFest milwaukee.

Press photo

Saturday, June 9
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BUGGING OUT
Friday-Sunday, June 8-10
Thousands will attend the annual andersonville 
midsommarfest.
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“You have to support so many households be-
cause YOU BROKE SO MANY HOUSEHOLDS, silly. 
You know, Melissa, that I did not give birth to 
these two children to give them away to your 
various staff members and girlfriends to raise.”—
Tammy Lynn Michaels e-mails Melissa Etheridge 
how she feels about joint custody of the cou-
ple’s two children. Happily, the exes were able 
to work things out privately and out-of-court.
 Take away 20 years and 20 pounds and I could 
be Justin Bieber’s twin. Maybe not “twin,” but 
we do have something in common. While back-
stage in Paris, he walked into a glass wall so 
hard that he got a concussion and had to be 
rushed to the hospital. I, too, had a similar ex-
perience—except mine took place IN a hospital! 
I was preparing to make a startling revelation to 
the love of my life later that night. Before that, 
I had to take a fasting blood test. I’m preoccu-
pied, I’m lightheaded, I’m anxious. I go through 
the sliding glass doors at the hospital, turn 
to walk towards the sign-in desk, and BAM—
bashed my head right into an unseen glass wall 
with such force that blood spurt out! 
 More than wanting to make sure I was OK, I 
wanted to at least APPEAR fine since a lobby 
filled with patients were staring at someone who 
had blood gushing down his face. When I got to 
the lab, I asked for a bandage. They only had 
very small Band-Aids or large strips of gauze. 
They ended up wrapping my entire head, as if I 
were starring in the Natasha Richardson story! I 
literally walked out of that hospital with a tur-
ban. All day, I had been asking God for a sign—
would my paramour be receptive to my news, 
or was I banging my head against a wall? Well, 
signs don’t come more literal than this. Did I 
listen? You will find out if I ever finish my first 
feature film, I Should Have Known. I can tell you 
that further bloodshed was avoided.
 Even rendering myself unconscious in a 
crowded hospital lobby was still less embar-
rassing than Kathie Lee Gifford’s now-infamous 
chat with Martin Short on Today. It all seemed 
pleasant—like two old friends catching up. Then 
Kath brought up Martin’s wife, Nancy, and what 
a great marriage they have. Martin just smiled. 
 Kathie then said, “How many years now for you 
guys?”—an awkward question to ask someone 
whose wife died two years earlier! Short stam-
mered out, “We married, um, 36 years.” But Gif-
ford wasn’t done. “But you’re still, like, in love?” 
“Madly, madly in love,” said Short. It couldn’t 
get worse, right? Wrong. “Why?” asked Kathie. 
Martin just shrugged and said, “I’m cute.” And 
Kathie Lee added, “And you make each other 
laugh.” Frankly, I’m not sure how funny Nancy 
is now—unless she’s cracking jokes via a Ouija 
board! But, here’s the thing—this isn’t com-
pletely Kathie Lee’s fault. Every television host 
wears an IFB, or earpiece, through which people 
in the control room can communicate. During my 
brief talk show experience, I recall going down a 
tricky line of questioning only to hear the word 
“ABORT!” screamed in my ear. So, where was Ka-
thie’s silent helper?
 Every once in a while, a headline will just 
jump out at me. Like this one: “Gay Porn Ac-
tor Sought In Dismemberment.” That makes 
you read on, doesn’t it? When I read the name 
Luka Rocco Magnotta, I wondered who the hell 
he was. Of course, these days everyone with a 
webcam thinks they’re a porn star. In this case, 
it appears that Magnotta (born Eric Newman) 
never really did gay porn. He did, however, try 
his hand at legit modeling through a Canadian 
reality show,“CoverGuy, only to be quickly elimi-
nated after saying, “A lot of people tell me I’m 
really devastatingly good-looking.” Around the 
same time, he achieved some notoriety after 
posting a video online where he killed kittens 
and then rubbed the dead animals against his 

genitalia. So, he likes pussy. (Sorry, I couldn’t 
resist.) He later told a UK newspaper, “In the 
future you will be hearing from me again. This 
time, however, the victims won’t be small ani-
mals.”  
 True to his word, last week he allegedly killed 
33-year-old Lin Jun from China, who was study-
ing in Montreal and was his lover. Luka report-
edly filmed himself committing the murder and 
performing sexual acts with the body. I’m told 
the video is online, but I certainly don’t wanna 
see it—I didn’t even look at the video of the 
kittens! The foot of the victim was mailed to 
the Conservative Party and the hand was sent 
to the Liberal Party—meaning that the killer 
is non-partisan. The torso was stuffed into a 
suitcase and left in a trash dumpster behind his 
apartment building. No word on the location of 
Magnotta, or, for that matter, the rest of the ex-
tremities. But please, don’t think I’m making fun 
of him. After all, he’s still at large at the time of 
this writing, and I have enough problems.
 Many online sites are still claiming that Queen 

Latifah came out at Long Beach Pride—espe-
cially after she said how glad she was to be 
with “my people.” However, Queenie is clearing 
things up once and for all. “I’ve never dealt with 
the question of my personal life in public. It’s 
just not gonna happen,” she told Entertainment 
Weekly. “To me, doing a gay pride show is one 
of the most fun things. My first show that paid 
more than $10,000 was in a gay club on New 
Year’s Eve in San Francisco. Tupac happened to 
be in town, so he came to kick it with me.” I’m 
not exactly sure, but I think she’s saying she 
loves the gays when she’s getting paid.
 Our “Ask Billy” question transitions nicely from 

a queen to a prince. Rodney in London wrote: 
“Are there any real nudes of Prince William? 
There’ve been rumors in the press, but I haven’t 
found any. I figured you’d know.”
 How dare you! What kind of sick person would 
ask for nude photos of Prince William instead 
of Prince Harry? Anyway, we have several shots 
of your heir (once removed) having a royal wee 
during a polo match. We’re not sure how the 
photographer managed to get so close, but we 
do know that he’s quite well endowed (how nice 
for Kate). And interesting to see that, unlike his 
dad, he’s not circumcised. How do I know that? 
From the nude photos of Charles. Father and son 
will turn up on BillyMasters.com.
 When we’re celebrating the Royal Jubilee with 
nude monarchs, it’s definitely time to end yet 
another column. You know, in olden days, I’m 
sure someone would decree “Off with his head.” 
Of course, I’m not sure which head. Be that as 
it may, you can get more than head’s of state 
at www.BillyMasters.com—the thinking man’s 
gossip site. If you have a question of your own, 
send it to Billy@BillyMasters.com and I prom-
ise to get back to you before I convince Justin 
Bieber to play me in that movie! So, until next 
time, remember, one man’s filth is another man’s 
bible.
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BILLY MASTERS

Celebrating 30 years

Three decades of 
Sidetrack favorites hit the screen 
tonight plus 30 years of 
special video treats.

no cover. give-aways.
special performances.
airfare for 2 from

Three decades of 
Sidetrack favorites hit the screen 
tonight plus 30 years of 
special video treats.

no cover. give-aways.
special performances.
airfare for 2 from

3349 N Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

wednesday, June 13
doors open to the public @ 8pm. be in line!

deepinto the video archives...

Queen
Latifah
sets the
record
straight.

http://www.sidetrackchicago.com
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By Ross FoRman
 
Seven (traditionally seen as a lucky number) will 
be special for the Chicago Sky, now in its sev-
enth season. At least that’s the thought of head 
coach Pokey Chatman, the fourth head coach in 
the team’s history, now in her second season.
 The Sky hopes to make the playoffs, which 
would be a team first.
 “We’re excited for this season. We’re working 
to make sure the names on paper also look good 
on the court,” Chatman said. We have experi-
ence, which helps on and off the court, [as well 
as] in the locker room and in [team] huddles, 
not just game situations.”
 Are the playoffs realistic this season?
 Yes, without question, she said.
 “It was realistic last year, but we didn’t get 
it done,” Chatman said. “I know that this year’s 
players, especially those who were around last 
year too, are committed to the playoffs this sea-
son.”
 Chicago took its first step toward playoff ac-
tion with a 69-57 win on the road in the season 
opener May 19 against the Washington Mystics. 
Sylvia Fowles had 23 points and 12 rebounds.
 Chicago also won all four games against the 
Mystics last season.
 “It was nice to start the season on the road 
with a win, to gut out the victory,” Chatman 
said. 
 The Sky home opener was May 25, and the 
regular season runs through September.
 “This team needs to be in the playoffs; it’s 
time,” Chatman said. “The players are hungry for 
it; the organization is hungry for it; the fans 
are hungry for it. It’s not going to be easy, and 
never is, but it’s definitely our focus.
 “I think we’ve added quality depth this season. 
With the short schedule—34 games [played] 

over 90 days—you can easily be a free throw or 
a sprained ankle away from putting yourself in a 
tough situation with regard to the roster [size.]
 “So, we have quality depth and versatile play-
ers who can play multiple positions.”
 The Sky, though, revolves around Sylvia 
Fowles, the team’s center and the 2011 WNBA 
Defensive Player of the Year.
 “Things run through Sylvia, around Sylvia, and 
you play off of Sylvia,” Chatman said. “What I 
think makes Sylvia special is, she really runs the 
floor.”
 Now in her fifth WNBA season, all for the Sky, 
Fowles averages 16 points and nine rebounds 
per game.
 The Sky also features Epiphanny Prince, Swin 
Cash and Tamera Young, among others.
 “We were fortunate to get several key players 
via trade, and also have Ruth Riley and others 
choose to come here [as free agents]. It’s only 
going to help our younger players,” Chatman 
said. “We’ve been focusing on [our defense], 
while the offense works out any early-season 
kinks.”
 Riley, in her 12th WNBA season, has been to 
the playoffs 10 times. “Her basketball IQ and 
veteran leadership abilities will be key,” Chat-
man said. “She often does things that don’t end 
up on the scoresheet, but are keys to victories.”
 Eshaya Murphy, in her sixth WNBA season, 
“made an immediate impact last season when 
she joined the Sky,” Chatman said.
 So who’s the obstacle this season?
 “Everyone in the East,” Chatman joked.
 The favorite has to be defending WNBA cham-
pion Minnesota. “All of their parts are back, 
plus, they are experienced and hungry to protect 
that championship. They are playing well early,” 
Chatman said.
 Other challenges this season will come from 

Atlanta and Indiana, plus Connecticut and New 
York.
 The Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association 
(CMSA) and the Sky will hold a special Pride 
Game on Friday, June 1, when Chicago plays host 
to Washington.
 “We have a diverse crowd that supports us, so 
it’s nice that we’re standing behind it,” Chatman 
said.
 The Sky also has been celebrating the 40th an-
niversary of Title IX all year. Title IX states that 
no person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of sex, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any education program or activity receiv-
ing Federal financial assistance.
 “It’s great for us to acknowledge [Title IX;] 
I wish it was [recognized] every year, not just 
at memorable milestone [anniversaries] because 
we’re a product of it,” Chatman said. “Personally, 
I have a special situation [regarding Title IX], 
how it’s impacted and affected so many women. 
I’ve personally witnessed the growth of sports 
thanks to Title IX, and also have been a product 
of it—as a player, as an assistant coach, as a 
head coach, etc.
 “Title IX definitely has been an integral part 
of my life, so, I wish we could embrace it every 
day, every year. It’s wonderful. You cannot ask 
me enough questions about Title IX.
 “The progress we’ve made, [thanks to Title IX] 
is great, though we still have far to go. I truly 
hope the younger generation understands and 
appreciates Title IX, and continues working for 
it.”

Sky hoping for lucky seven

Chicago sky coach Pokey Chatman. Photo 
courtesy of the sky

• Bankruptcy     • Wills, Trusts & Probate    
 • Real Estate Closings     • Civil Unions
19 S. LaSalle, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603

312-263-8800              RVMLAWYER@AOL.COM
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

ADVERTISEMENT

When experience counts...
In service to the community for over 30 years.

The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

This past year we have witnessed three of the most substantive changes in the law that I have seen 
in over 35 years: The Civil Union Act, the Transfer on Death Instrument Act and the new Power of 
Attorney Act. This series of articles will discuss all three.
  While I was in law school in the early ‘70s the biggest Gay Rights issue discussed in law school 
was the right of privacy for those caught having sex in a public restrooms, or entrapment of those 
having sex in the park with a plain-clothes police officer, or being arrested for disorderly conduct while 
dancing together in a gay bar during a police raid. 
  The names of those arrested would be published in the papers and those arrested would be fired 
from their jobs, especially teachers. 
  At the time there were only a few lawyers who would openly have gay clients or even identify 
as gay themselves. The era of the ‘70s was also a time of great sexual freedom from the suffocating 
conformities of the ‘50s. It was the beginning of free love, contraception for women, the Pill; with 
Stonewall came Gay Lib, Gay Rights and Gay Power. It was the time of the sexual revolution. 
  Why settle down and be stuck in a marriage or even a relationship when there was fun to be had 
elsewhere? The event that I remember that changed was Rock Hudson coming public with his AIDS, 
his picture being plastered on the cover of Time Magazine. 
  From then on what I heard from clients was, “I want find a partner and settle down and stay away 
from this scary health crisis.” That to me was when the real push began to partner, to couple and protect 
the same-sex relationship.
  Divorce has been described as the great benefit of the Civil Union Act. Divorce provides property 
rights and a legal fix for the mistakes that people make in creating their relationships. 
  In the world of heterosexual marriage there is an established history of divorce terms, broad 
experience with breakup rights and duties that are different from the rules that LGBT couples have 
lived by. Unfortunately, these rules are new to LGBT couples entering civil unions. They are important 
and everyone who plans to “tie the knot” should be aware of them.

  Next week: Property rights and divorce. 

Force crushes Indy 
Crash, stays undefeated

At Evanston, the Chicago Force dismantled 
the Indy Crash 71-0 on June 2 to run its re-
cord to 7-0. This was the Force’s fourth shut-
out of the season.

Defensive game day MVP Martha Dantuma 
had an interception and ran down the Crash 
quarterback, forcing a fumble that turned 
into a 40-yard touchdown run by Arteria 
Ziegler. Linebacker Darcy Leslie added three 
interceptions.

The Force led 64-0 at halftime.
The team will travel to Michigan Saturday, 

June 16, to take on the Mayhem. The Force 
won 54-0 the first time they met.

Girl Scouts to be part
of June 8 Sky game

Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and North-
west Indiana is partnering with the WNBA’s 
Chicago Sky basketball team to give girls 
hands-on opportunities to learn how a pro-
fessional basketball team operates.

On Friday, June 8, Girl Scouts ages 5-17 will 
assist in the operations of the Chicago Sky 
game against the Tulsa Shock—both behind 
the scenes and in front of the audience during 
a special “Girls Run this Game” program. Now 
in its fourth year, the partnership aims to 
open girls’ eyes to the various careers avail-
able in sports, on the court and in manage-
ment.

The $20 Girl Scout ticket package includes 
entry to the game, food voucher and com-
memorative Sky visor and patch for girls. See 
www.girlscoutsgcnwi.org/connect-as-alum.

Hall of Fame group 
holding bowl June 9

On Saturday, June 9, Friends of the Chicago 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame (GLHF) will hold 
its first Celebrity Bowl, at Waveland Bowl, 
3700 N. Western Ave., at 10 a.m.  

The Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame 
(www.GLHallofFame.org) is a not-for-profit, 
501(c)(3) corporation that annually holds an 
induction ceremony for its honorees. It is the 
only known municipality that so honors its 
LGBT residents.

GLHF is privately funded through donations 
of individuals, businesses and organizations, 
along with its 2012 sponsors, including Abso-
lut Vodka, Boi Magazine, Center on Halsted, 
Circuit Night Club, J&L Catering, Miller Lite, 
Napleton’s Automotive Group, Phil Hannema, 
Remy Martin V, Rick Aguilar Studios, Sidetrack 
and Supergurl Images (list is still in forma-
tion). 

The event is open to all on a first-come 
basis, so contact the event coordinator, 
Dick Uyvari at 773-769-5115 or Celebrity-
Bowl2012@yahoo.com to secure a spot.

Brandi Hatcher runs in saturday’s game. 
Photo courtesy of Linda Bache
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Legal help when you need it most.
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Tsamis Law Firm, P.C.

(866)703-5509
BTsamis@TsamisLaw.com

www.TsamisLaw.com

Employment • Personal Injury • Business
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Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC
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Bring this ad in

CITY CADILLACCITY TOYOTA

1530 N. Dayton • Chicago
Just West of North & Clybourn 888.760.1982

GrossingerCityCadillac.com

YA GOTTA GO TO
CITY

Sales Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9:00am to 9:00 pm, Sat 9:00am to 7:00pm

Service Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am to 7:00 pm, Sat 8:00am to 5:00pm

Sales Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9:00am to 9:00 pm, Sat 9:00am to 7:00pm

Service Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am to 7:00 pm, Sat 8:00am to 5:00pm

1561 N. Fremont, Chicago
Just West of North & Clybourn 

888.346.3830
Se Habla EspanolSe Habla Espanol

GrossingerCityToyota.com

*Plus tax, title, license and $161.39 doc fee.

We Want to Be your auto dealer!

5to Choose
grossinger City 

 great 
 reasons

Over 700 new cadillacs and TOyOTas On  
fOur flOOrs all indOOrs

cOnvenienT lOcaTiOn wiTh free valeT parking- jusT wesT  
Of nOrTh ave and clybOurn in lincOln park

huge service and parTs deparTmenT- we service all makes  
and mOdels fOr less

greaT cusTOmer service- nObOdy will TreaT yOu beTTer

save Time and save mOney-  Our besT price upfrOnT-  
nO hassle- nO pressure

2003 PONTIAC MONTANA
STK#P8612A

$6,995
2003 CADILLAC SEVILLE

STK#P8599

$6,995
2003 CADILLAC CTS

STK#P8564A

$7,995
2005 HONDA ACCORD

STK#K120886A

$9,995
2003 HONDA PILOT

STK#K120425B

$9,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA

STK#P8561

$11,995
2009 TOYOTA YARIS

STK#K1209134

$11,995
2005 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

STK#K120753

$11,995
2006 TOYOTA AVALON

STK#K111194A

$12,995
2007 MAZDA CX-7

STK#K120669B

$13,495

2005 NISSAN QUEST
STK#K12087A

$13,995
2006 NISSAN MURANO

STK#K120293A

$14,995
2008 TOYOTA RAV4

STK#P8488

$15,995
2007 ACURA TL

STK#K120685A

$16,995
2005 VOLVO XC90

STK#P8630

$16,995
2009 HONDA CR-V

STK#P8639

$17,995
2008 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

STK#P8202A

$17,995
2007 BMW X3
STK#K120710B

$19,995
2007 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

STK#P8517

$19,995
2010 CADILLAC SRX

STK#GM162

$26,995

We serviCe all makes and models

$20 off

Welcome Offer

CITYCITY
Plus tax & shop supplies. Must present coupon when order is written.

Excludes Euroblades, Toyota and GM vehicles only.
Cannot be combined with any other special. Expires 06/30/12.

Plus tax & shop supplies. Must present coupon when order is written. 
Any service repair order over $100. Cannot be combined with any other special. Expires 06/30/12.

Must present coupon when order is written. 
Cannot be combined with any other special. Expires 06/30/12.

CITY

Wiper Blade Replacement

only $12.95

New 2012 Cadillac 
CTS

New 2012 Toyota 
Camry

Complimentary 
Car Wash!

http://www.grossingercitytoyota.com

