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State’s attorney
cuts LGBT jobs

BY KATE SOSIN

Both LGBT-specific positions in the Cook County State’s 
Attorney’s Office have been axed in budget cutbacks, 
Windy City Times has learned.
 Affected are longtime lesbian activist Vernita Gray, 
community outreach specialist and Anne Huffman, LGBT 
hate crime victim specialist.
 The two held the only official LGBT positions at that 
office.
 “It will have a detrimental impact of the victims of 
crime in our office,” said Sally Daly, a spokeswoman for 
the office, adding that the cuts will slow down cases 
and undermine victim support. 

 Gray has worked in the state’s attorney’s office for 
nearly two decades. She was to be laid off in February 
in an initial round of proposed cuts but her position 
survived the process. She has been on medical leave for 
approximately 15 months, however.
 Huffman has held her position for nine years. Her po-
sition ends Dec. 3.
 Huffman said she got the news Nov. 3, just days before 
the high-profile Daniel Hauff hate-crime trial began.
 “I was shocked,” Huffman told Windy City Times. “I 
was angry, trying to keep my anger to a minimum…
I don’t understand how this is a position not deemed 
necessary.” 
 Gray said that she had not been informed of Huffman’s 

position being cut, but that she had known about her 
own position for some time. She said it was too soon to 
speculate on if the proposed cuts would go through, but 
that the impact of such cuts would be significant.
 “Right now that is so huge because our criminal-jus-
tice system is so huge,” Gray said. “I can’t even make a 
comment on that. It would be such a loss to our com-
munity.” 
 According to Huffman, her position included flagging 
misdemeanor crimes as possible hate crimes, supporting 
LGBT victims of crime in court, consulting with lawyers 
in the states attorney’s office on LGBT language and 
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This week’s issue features several women who collectively appeal to a variety of generations. Actress Meredith Baxter (left)—best known for her work on the ‘80s TV 
show Family Ties—talks about coming out and being a pro-choice activist on page 30. Musician Tori Amos (center) discusses classical music and her gay fans on page 
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MOVIE KIND OF LOVE
See photos from closing night of the 
Reeling LGBT film festival. 
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BY TRACY BAIM

Barbara Grier, co-founder of Naiad Press, died 
Nov. 10 at age 78.
 Generations of lesbians grew up on the novels 
of Naiad Press. Naiad published many authors, 
including Katherine V. Forrest, Ann Bannon, 
Valerie Taylor, Barbara Wilson, Jane Rule, Isa-
bel Miller, Nikki Baker, Sarah Schulman, Claire 
McNab, Diane Salvatore, Lee Lynch and Karin 
Kallmaker. The company was co-founded in 1973 
with Grier’s partner Donna McBride, as well as 
partners Muriel Crawford and Anyda Marchant 
(who used Sarah Aldridge as her pen name).
 Kallmaker, now a writer and editor for Bella 
Books, the successor to Naiad, broke the news 
on her Facebook page: “It is with a profound 
sense of loss that I share the news of Barbara 
Grier’s passing this morning. She was a force of 
nature and it is hard to believe she would ever 
slow, let alone stop. A fearless personality who 
touched countless lesbian lives; she was truly a 
one of a kind. One of the founders of the legend-
ary Naiad Press, she was unforgettable.”
 McBride said the cause of death was cancer.
 Former Chicagoan Toni Armstrong Jr., lesbian-
feminist culture historian and former editor of 
HOT WIRE: The Journal of Women’s Music and 
Culture, pointed out that many people today 
do not realize that Naiad Press’ roots date back 
to The Ladder (1956-1972), the first national 
lesbian periodical in the United States. It was 
started out as a small newsletter done through 
the lesbian organization Daughters of Bilitis 
(DoB). Grier started writing book reviews for The 
Ladder in the late 1950s.
 “Grier told HOT WIRE The Ladder eventually 
grew into a 72-page glossy magazine before 
finally folding in 1972,” Armstrong said, “and 
contained early writings by many women who 
went on to be famous, including Jane Rule, Judy 
Grahn, Isabel Miller, Valerie Taylor, and Rita Mae 
Brown. In 1968, Barbara Grier—writing then 
as Gene Damon—became the editor, having 
already served as fiction and poetry editor in 
1966-1967. In 1970, publishing responsibili-
ties changed hands from DOB to Barbara Grier 
and Rita LaPorte. What came next—Naiad Press, 
founded in 1973—altered the terrain of lesbian 
publishing permanently.”
 Grier and LaPorte had used the 3,800-member 
mailing list of The Ladder as an outreach tool 
to start their new publishing house. This caused 
some controversy in the lesbian community. As 
Wikipedia notes: “When the DOB folded in 1970, 
Grier, who was editing the magazine from Kansas 
City, planned with DOB president Rita LaPorte 
to take the only two copies of the subscription 
list from the printer and the DOB headquarters 
in order to keep The Ladder alive. LaPorte took 
both copies to the ignorance of DOB founders 
Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin, and relocated the 
magazine to Reno, causing an uproar. The Lad-
der ran for two more years before it outgrew its 
finances and folded in September 1972.” Grier 
said of the incident: “You have to understand 
that none of these things were done with mal-
ice aforethought or with intention to damage. 
I mean I was just as much a light-eyed maniac 
then as I am now in terms of the mission. The 
mission is that the lesbians shall inherit the 
earth, you see.”
 Armstrong continued, “Barbara Grier, through 
sheer force of will and commitment, pushed for 
political rights, respect for early lesbian writers 
and their ‘pulp fiction,’ and modern-day lesbian 
visibility through books. She didn’t take no for 
an answer, she didn’t suffer fools gladly, and she 
refused to stop making good things happen for 
the lesbian community—often at great expense 

to herself. She was a great example of walking 
the talk.”
 Naiad Press was featured in the March 1987 is-
sue of HOT WIRE. In it, Grier said, “Your political 
philosophy will not keep your doors open if you 
do not pay attention to things like sweeping the 
floor and paying the light bill. We work 50-to-80 
hours a week, and when we’re on the road we 
work continuously. Most of what we do is fun. 
Part of it is attitudinal. You can’t do a good job 
unless you care. I get so tired sometimes I could 
bang my head on the wall. But,” she empha-
sized, “I really love what I’m doing.”
 Chicagoan Midge Stocker said “Barbara Grier 
was fearless. Her passion was getting lesbian 
literature into the hands of as many people as 
possible, because she believed that a climate 
in which every lesbian could safely live openly 
would be created by every one of us living open-
ly. As a feminist publisher at Third Side Press, 
I learned much by her example, and I admired 
her determination and commitment. The fire of a 
true believer like Barbara Grier frightens people. 
May we all find our true calling and commit our-
selves to it as fully!”
 The company’s most controversial and well-
known book was Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence, 
which came out in 1985 and received major me-
dia attention. Excerpts ran in Penthouse Forum, 
a heterosexual men’s porn magazine, causing 
outrage from some segments of the lesbian com-
munity.
 Chicago historian Marie J. Kuda also spoke out 
on the impact of Grier’s work: “From the point of 
view of scholars of lesbian literature, Grier’s two 
major contributions were the publication of the 
first bibliographies of lesbians as authors and 
subject with her three publications as Gene Da-
mon: The Lesbian in Literature. Her unique cod-
ing system for merit and content of hundreds 
of books enabled generations of bibliophiles to 
track pulps and quality material through used 
bookstores, etc., until (and after) lesbian press-
es, including Naiad brought reams of new writ-
ing to the lesbian reading public. Secondly, she 
picked up the gauntlet dropped by pioneering 
lesbian literary historian, Dr. Jeannette How-
ard Foster, re-issuing Foster’s book, Sex Variant 
Women in Literature (updated with Grier’s own 
interim supplement) and bringing it to a whole 
generation of emerging scholars at a critical 
time for Lesbian Studies on campus.”
 Joanne Passet, a professor of history at In-
diana University East and author of Sex Variant 
Woman: The Life of Jeannette Howard Foster, 
spoke of her memories of Grier. “My e-mail in-
box is treasure trove of messages from Barbara 

Grier, a joy to read because of their humor, hy-
perbole, and rich details shedding light on a vi-
brant era in twentieth century lesbian history,” 
Passet wrote in an email to Windy City Times. “I 
met Barbara late in her life, just six years ago 
when I began work on Sex Variant Woman: The 
Life of Jeannette Howard Foster. Even though 
she had begun to slow a bit due to age, she 
remained an incredible force of nature. … Bar-
bara at times seemed to live with a telephone 
attached to her ear. ‘I do well talking (too well),’ 
she explained. It didn’t take long to learn that 
the woman with the gruff voice had a heart of 
gold. The stories she generously and enthusi-
astically shared about her mentor and friend 
brought Jeannette to life in ways that paper 
documents never could. 
 “Our images of Barbara Grier depend on when 
we met her and under what circumstances—was 
it as editor of The Ladder, co-founder of Naiad 
Press, or a formidable presence at meetings of 
the Women in Print movement, National Women’s 
Studies Association, and the American Booksell-
ers Association. Was it as the fan of Tennessee’s 
Lady Vols basketball, the woman who loved cats 
(and sometimes preferred them to people), or 
one of her many other identities? As those who 
knew Barbara would agree, she could be outspo-
ken, blunt, direct, and honest, a woman on a 
mission.
 “When I spoke with Barbara last summer to 
discuss the possibility of writing her biography, 
she cautioned me that the person who ran Naiad 
Press was no longer there. It was frustrating for 
her to see her memory diminish, but as Donna 
McBride, her partner of 40 years commented, it 
was still better than most. Slowing only near 
the end, she lived life at a frantic pace as she 
pursued her passions, the foremost of which was 
the promotion of lesbian literature. ‘It is NOT 
a joke to recognize,’ she wrote in 1983, ‘that 
you really DO control the world when you con-
trol what gets into print.’ As someone who had 
devoted her life to seeing lesbians in print, she 
fervently believed that showing lesbians ‘as they 
really are changes forever the ways in which 
young women grow up and see themselves.’ 
Thank you, Barbara.”
 In 2003, Grier and McBride sold Naiad Press’s 
stock of books to Bella Books, and many of their 
authors transferred to Bella.
 Wikipedia reports that Grier established the 
Naiad Press Collection at the James C. Hormel 
Gay and Lesbian Center of the San Francisco 
Public Library in 1992. It includes a “massive 
collection of memorabilia, lesbian and gay lit-
erature, including many classic lesbian pulp fic-

tion titles ... Correspondence in the collection 
includes exchanges with contracted authors as 
well as other literary luminaries and influences 
such as Dorothy Allison, Rita Mae Brown, Nan-
cy Berreano of publishing houses Crossing and 
Firebrand, Andrea Dworkin, Audre Lorde, Sherry 
Thomas of Old Wives Tales feminist bookstore 
and Spinsters Ink, and background material on 
the establishment of the Women in Print Con-
ferences which began in 1976 and are widely 
credited with creating the Feminist Bookstore 
Network.”
 Grier and McBride received the Lambda Liter-
ary Award for Publisher’s Service in 1991 and the 
Lambda Literary Pioneer Award in 2002. The Gay 
Academic Union gave Grier the President’s Award 
for Lifetime Achievement in 1985.
 In September 1998, Clout! Business Report, a 
Chicago-based weekly LGBT business magazine 
that was published by Outlines (now Windy City 
Times), interviewed Grier and McBride about 
their newest venture, a vacation rental property 
on Florida’s west coast. In it, Grier gave her 
opinion about the movement: “I really believe 
the only way gay people can be seen as ‘ordi-
nary’ or ‘normal’ … is we have to do the same 
things everyone else does”—by actively show-
ing concern for and taking part in shaping the 
overall community. 
 Grier is survived by McBride, and legions of 
readers and fans.
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Naiad Press co-founder
Barbara Grier dies
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Naiad Press celebrated its 20th anniversary in 1993, and here was a staff photo put out for the 
occasion. Back row: Alex Jaeger, Rita Reese and Terra Russell. Front: Donna J. McBride, Barbara 
Grier and Candis Creekmore.

Ida B. Wells statue
being developed
 The Ida B. Wells Commemorative Art Com-
mittee has announced the development of 
a monument to honor the life and times of 
Wells—a journalist, teacher, anti-lynching 
crusader, women’s-rights activist and civil-
rights pioneer.
 Wells lived, worked and raised a family 
in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago 
from 1895 - 1931. A housing project was 
named after her and stood in the neighbor-
hood for over 60 years. In 2002 the last 
buildings were torn down.

Ida B. Wells.



BY LISA KEEN
KEEN NEWS SERVICE
 
The U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, on Nov. 
10, voted to recommend passage of a bill to re-
peal the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).
 The bill is the Respect for Marriage Act (S. 
598). The 10-8 vote along partisan lines had 
been originally scheduled for November 3 but 
was postponed a week at the request of Repub-
licans on the committee.
 Republican Charles Grassley criticized Commit-
tee Chairman Patrick Leahy for putting the bill 
on the committee’s agenda, saying the commit-
tee should, instead, be taking up “bills that can 
pass” and which address the country’s financial 
problems. Grassley said S. 598 “lacks the votes 
to pass the Senate” and that, even if it does 
pass the Senate, “it will not be taken up in the 
House,” which is controlled by Republicans. 
 Grassley repeatedly referred to the measure as 
the “Restoration of Marriage Act,” instead of the 
“Respect for Marriage,” and said it would not ac-
complish “restoration of any rights,” but rather 
create “new rights that same-sex couples have 
never had under federal law.

 He also said there is a “universal religious 
view” that marriage is “about procreation and 
child-bearing.”
 “To me, this debate is about stable families, 
good environments for raising children, and reli-
gious belief,” said Grassley. “It is not about dis-
criminating against anyone. No society has lim-
ited marriage to heterosexual couples because of 
a desire to create second-class families.”
 He rebuffed the argument of many, including 
the bill’s chief sponsor, Dianne Feinstein, D-Ca-
lif., that the fight to repeal DOMA is reminiscent 
of the fight to repeal laws that barred interracial 
marriages. Quoting Wade Henderson, president 
of the Leadership Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights, Grassley said such comparisons can 
be “deeply offensive” to African Americans.
 Log Cabin Republicans President R. Clarke Coo-
per offered some support for Grassley’s concerns 
about “priorities” but “what marriage means in 
America today.”
 “Today’s hearing was a principled discussion 
about the meaning of federalism, the priorities 
of our nation in a challenging time, and what 
marriage means in America today,” said Cooper.
 Feinstein, the bill’s chief sponsor, noted in her 
remarks Nov. 10 that a large group of corpora-
tions filed a legal brief recently highlighting the 
ways DOMA burdens them with red tape and re-
quires they treat employees differently if they 
are gay.

 Shin Inouye, a White House spokesman, is-
sued a statement saying, “President Obama ap-
plauds today’s vote by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to approve the Respect for Marriage Act, 
which would provide a legislative repeal of the 
so-called ‘Defense of Marriage Act.’ The President 
has long believed that DOMA is discriminatory 
and has called for its repeal. We should all work 
towards taking this law off the books. The feder-
al government should not deny gay and lesbian 
couples the same rights and legal protections 
afforded to straight couples.”
 Evan Wolfson, head of the national Freedom to 
Marry group, noted that support for the Respect 
for Marriage Act has grown to 31 co-sponsors in 
the U.S. Senate and 133 in the House. 
 “The historic growth in support among law-
makers for repealing DOMA mirrors the growth 
in public support for the freedom to marry to 
what is now a solid majority nationwide,” said 
Wolfson.
 Recent polling has begun to show a consistent 

trend in public opinion supporting the right of 
same-sex couples to get married. A survey of 
1,001 adults nationwide by ABC and the Wash-
ington Post in July found 51 percent “think it 
should be legal for gay and lesbians couples to 
get married.”
 Supporters of the legislation will need 60 
votes to overcome what will almost certainly 

be a filibuster of the legislation should Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid bring it to the floor. 
Politico.com noted that Feinstein acknowledged 
to reporters after the hearing that the measure 
does not have those 60 votes and that she has 
not spoken to Reid about the bill.
 ©2011 by Keen News Service. All rights re-
served.
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DOMA repeal leaves 
committee facing a wall
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in collaboration with

Sen. Charles Grassley.

Campaign launched
against ex-gay clinics
 Approximately 100,000 people in more 
than 124 countries have joined a campaign 
on Change.org calling on Ecuador’s Minister 
of Health to investigate and close more than 
200 “ex-gay clinics” that allegedly use torture 
techniques turn gays and lesbians straight, 
according to a press release.
 Fundacion Causana, Taller de Comunicacion 
Mujer and Artikulacion Esporadika—a coali-
tion of leading Ecuadorian women’s rights ac-
tivists—is leading the campaign after work-
ing with females who have escaped what they 
call “torture clinics.” Many of these women 
claim physical and psychological abuse, such 

as verbal threats, shackling, deprivation of 
food/water, sexual abuse and physical tor-
ture.
 “The Ecuadorian government must stop 
turning a blind eye and wake up to the horrif-
ic reality of these lesbian torture clinics,” said 
Karen Barba, director of Fundacion Causana. 
“There are estimates of 200 clinics or more 
still in business, many of which pose as drug 
rehabilitation centers. That means that there 
are likely hundreds or thousands of women 
and men being tortured and sexually abused 
on a daily basis.”
 To sign the petition, visit http://www.
change.org/petitions/fiscal-general-del-es-
tado-close-fake-clinics-that-torture-lgbt-in-
order-to-cure-them.

www.eqil.org/apointments.html


COMPILED BY ANDREW DAVIS
 
Various elections took place nationally Nov. 8—
and the results were generally positive for the 
LGBT community.
 Lesbian Houston Mayor Annise Parker was re-
elected despite a low approval rating and an 
opponent’s anti-gay statements, according to 
Advocate.com. Parker prevailed with 51 percent 
of the vote; Dave Wilson, who criticized the in-
cumbent over the issue of sexual orientation, 
had 12 percent.
 Also in Houston, Mike Laster became the first 
openly gay man elected to the city council. 
Laster is an attorney specializing in real estate, 
and has practiced for the past 13 years.
 In a race that had implications regarding Io-
wa’s marriage-equality law, Democrat Liz Mathis 
defeated Republican Cindy Golding 56 percent 
to 44 percent, the Des Moines Register reported. 
Democrats will keep a 26-24 edge through the 
2012 legislative session; Republicans—espe-
cially those hoping for Iowa’s same-sex-marriage 
statute to be overturned—had hoped for a 25-
25 tie. “The marriage issue is settled, voters 
clearly care about issues directly affecting their 
everyday lives,” said Human Rights Campaign 
President Joe Solmonese in a statement. “To-
day’s election serves as a message that it’s time 
to get on with the people’s business.”
 In a Virginia state Senate race, openly gay 
GOP candidate Patrick Forrest lost, 60 percent to 

40 percent, to Democratic incumbent Sen. Janet 
Howell, the McLean Patch reported. Recently, 
the Forrest campaign accused Howell and her 
staff members of telling people Forrest would 
push “the homosexual agenda,” something How-
ell denied.
 However, Virginia Democratic state Rep. Adam 
Ebbin will become the state’s first openly gay 
state senator after winning the 30th Senate Dis-
trict race, according to the Washington Blade. 
Running in a solidly Democratic district that 
includes sections of Alexandria, Arlington and 
Fairfax counties, Ebbin defeated Republican 
challenger Timothy McGhee 64 percent to 35 
percent. 
 Caitlin Copple, an out lesbian, won her race 
for the city council in Missoula, Mont.—becom-
ing the city’s first out gay councilmember, the 
Montana Kaimin reported. In doing so, she de-
feated Ward 4 incumbent Lyn Hellegaard, who 
voted against an LGBT nondiscrimination ordi-
nance. 
 Cincinnati, Ohio, also made history, as Chris 
Seelbach became that city’s first openly gay 
councilmember, according to LGBTQ Nation. 
Seelbach, 31, is vice president and CFO of The 
Seidewitz Group, a marketing and consulting 
firm. 
 In Indianapolis, Zach Adamson became the 
first openly LGBT city councilmember, GayPoli-
tics.com reported. “This is a milestone for In-
dianapolis and a remarkable victory for Zach. We 

couldn’t be happier for him and for the LGBT 
community in Indianapolis,” said Chuck Wolfe, 
president and CEO of the Victory Fund. The top 
four vote-getters for the council seats were all 
Democrats.
 Also, openly gay Chapel Hill, N.C., Mayor Mark 
Kleinschmidt won his re-election bid with 78 
percent of the vote; he ran against four-time 
candidate Kevin Wolff, who took about 18 
percent of the vote. In addition, openly gay 
22-year-old and recent University of North Caro-
lina graduate Lee Storrow won his race for a seat 
on the Chapel Hill Town Council, becoming the 
youngest member on the council in two decades.

 Robin Kniech became Denver, Colo.’s, first out 
gay city councilmember, according to a Victory 
Fund press release. Currently employed at a lo-
cal non-profit focused on Denver and the Metro 
Region, Kniech and her partner of a decade have 
a 1-year-old son.
 Holyoke, Mass., elected the country’s youngest 
gay mayor—22-year-old Alex Morse, according 
to LGBTQ Nation. He edged longtime political 
figure Elaine Pluta 53 percent to 47 percent, 
MassLive.com reported. “This is an incredible 
moment, not just for this campaign, but for the 
city of Holyoke. This has never been about me. 
This has never been about Alex Morse. This has 
been about the future of Holyoke,” Morse said.
 Daniel Hernandez, Jr.—the openly gay intern 
who helped save the life of U.S. Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, D-Ariz.—was elected to fill a vacancy 
on the Sunnyside Unified School District gov-
erning board, with 61.8 percent of the vote to 
Sherrie Burdic’s 36 percent, Arizona Public Media 
reported. 
 LaWana Mayfield prevailed in her race for the 
Charlotte, N.C., city council, becoming the first 
openly LGBT elected official there, according to 
LGBTQ Nation. “It’s historic, the first time any-
one LGBT out on the city council,” said Scott 
Bishop, a volunteer with Equality North Carolina 
and the Human Rights Campaign. “At least now 
we have someone [on council] all the time who 
can give a counterbalance to whatever is said in 
a meeting where we might not always be pres-
ent.”
 Also, Mary Doran won one of four seats on the 
seven-member St. Paul, Minn., Board of Educa-
tion, TwinCities.com reported. Doran and Louise 
Seeba, with approximately 15 percent each, will 
replace two incumbents who did not seek re-
election. Doran is a mother of two who works in 
architectural drafting and design.
 Pedro Segarra was re-elected mayor of Hart-
ford, Conn. He took over as mayor in June 2010 
after former Mayor Eddie Perez was convicted on 

charges of corruption, according to TheRepublic.
com. Segarra easily defeated three petitioning 
candidates to win his first full term.
 Bruce Harris is probably the country’s first 
openly gay, African-American Republican may-
or after winning in Chatham Borough, N.J. He 
served on the Chatham Borough Council for the 
past eight years, and is currently its senior mem-
ber, according to the Victory Fund.
 In Maine, voters overturned a new GOP law 
that restricted voters’ rights by ending same-day 
registration in the state, according to a National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force press release. For 
nearly four decades, eligible Maine residents 
have been able to register and vote on Election 
Day, but in June the GOP-controlled state Leg-
islature voted to overturn the law. Then, a co-
alition of progressive organizations—including 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s local 
partner, EqualityMaine—launched a campaign 
to restore same-day voter registration.
 Traverse City, Mich., voters overwhelmingly 
decided to maintain a nondiscrimination or-
dinance that protects on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity, Advocate.com 
reported. Residents voted by an almost-two-to-
one margin to keep protections in housing for 
LGBT individuals. “The people of Traverse City 
have sent a clear message that they value their 
LGBT friends, neighbors, co-workers and family 
members and don’t want to see them left vulner-
able to discrimination,” Rea Carey, National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force executive director, said 
in a press release.
 Also, in Mississippi, voters rejected the so-
called “personhood amendment,” which would 
have defined life as starting at conception, CNN 
reported. Critics contend the amendment was an 
attempt to outlaw abortion—even for women 
who are the victims of rape and incest. Gov. Hal-
ey Barbour initially questioned the amendment, 
but eventually supported it.
 In a setback for gay and lesbian couples, Rose 
Belforti—the Ledyard, N.Y., town clerk who re-
fused to sign same-sex marriage licenses—de-
feated write-in challenger Ed Easter to retain 
her seat, according to AuburnPub.com. “On 
that level, I’m glad I have job. I feel great that 
people were able to support me even though I 
wanted to do something different and challenge 
Governor (Andrew) Cuomo’s law,” she said.
 Also, Bevan Dufty came up short in his bid to 
be San Francisco’s first openly gay mayor. In-
terim Mayor Ed Lee won decisively, dominating 
eight of the 11 supervisorial districts, according 
to the San Francisco Examiner. Dufty served on 
the board of supervisors in the same seat once 
held by the late gay-rights leader Harvey Milk. 
Lee is San Francisco’s first Chinese-American 
elected mayor.
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NATIONAL POLITICS: ROUNDUP

Political victories
take place across nation
for LGBT candidates

Houston Mayor Annise Parker.

TPAN gets 
$100K grant
 HIV/AIDS agency Test Positive Aware 
Network (TPAN) has received a $100,000 
grant from the Alphawood Foundation, ac-
cording to a press release.
 “As we participate in the USCA, we’re ex-
tremely uplifted and energized by the news 
of the continued support of the Alphawood 
Foundation, which recognizes the impor-
tance of TPAN’s work on behalf of those im-
pacted by HIV/AIDS throughout the city.” 
said TPAN CEO Bill Farrand. “We are very 
grateful for their support, made even more 
poignant during this difficult financial cli-
mate.”
 The Alphawood Foundation, a longtime 
supporter of TPAN, provides general oper-
ating support to nonprofit organizations 
whose primary mission involves the arts; 
arts education for children; institutional 
advocacy for social change; domestic vio-
lence intervention/prevention; and archi-
tecture and historical preservation.
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BY KATE SOSIN

LGBT groups are praising the city’s budget com-
mittee for opting to include the acronym “LGBT” 
in the current proposed advisory councils after it 
was slated to be replaced with the word “sexual-
ity.”
 The Advisory Council on LGBT Issues, seen as 
a seat at the table by LGBT Chicagoans, was set 
to be dissolved and combined with a council on 

women’s issues in the 2012 budget proposal. 
Consequently, it was to be renamed the Council 
on Gender and Sexuality Issues. 
 LGBT activists took exception to the removal 
of the “LGBT” acronym, stating it was an erasure 
of their identities. 
 “By losing our seat at the table, we’re going 
to lose our identity in the City of Chicago,” said 
Gary Chichester a member of the council on LGBT 
Issues, in a press conference on the issue. “In 
our community, it’s too easy to hide. We need to 
have that visibility.”
 However, the city’s Committee on the Budget 
and Government Operations has changed that 
proposal, renaming the council the “Council on 
Gender and LGBT Issues.” 

 Anthony Martinez, executive director of The 
Civil Rights Agenda, said in a statement that he 
is pleased that the term LGBT has been put back 
into the council names.
 “The term ‘sexuality’ was an almost insulting 
way of describing what this council addresses in 
terms of issues related to the LGBT community,” 
Martinez said. “Also, most people have come to 
know the term LGBT, but the term sexuality was 
just too vague to be directly linked to the LGBT 
community within the general public.”
 Equality Illinois also released a statement, 
praising the retention of the “LGBT” acronym. 
 Both organizations are part of the LGBT City-
wide Coalition, a grouping 30 LGBT organiza-
tions formed last year during mayoral elections. 
That coalition conducted a letter-writing cam-
paign to top officials and aldermen, asking that 
“LGBT” remain in the councils.
 Under the new proposal, the LGBT council will 
still be combined with the council on Women’s 
Issues, a move that concerns both of those cur-
rent councils who say the combination of the 
two groups threatens the visibility of their com-
munities. 
 The city’s other seven advisory councils also 
opposed changes that collapsed the eight coun-
cils into just three. Under the proposed budget, 
the current councils on African, Arab, Asian, Im-
migrant and Refugee and Latino issues would be 
combined into a council on “Equity.” Only the 
veteran’s council would remain intact.
 The fate of those currently sitting on the 
councils further remains uncertain. 
 The next steps, said Martinez, will be ensuring 
that the structure of the new councils supports 
LGBT people and that the makeup of those on 
the new council reflects the LGBT community it 
will serve. 

OPALGA gala Nov. 19
 The Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association 
(OPALGA) will hold its OPAL Awards Gala Satur-
day, Nov. 19, at the Nineteenth Century Club, 
178 Forest Ave.
 Cocktails, buffet dinner and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served at 6:30 p.m. The program—an 
OPAL Award presentation and live auction is at 
7:45 p.m. Then, there will be dancing until 11 
p.m.
 In addition to honoring the recipient of the 
Oak Park Area Leadership (OPAL) award, several 
individuals and organizations will be recognized 
for their work in helping to create and pass the 
civil-union law in Illinois this year.
 Tickets are $85; email info@opalga.org.
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‘LGBT’ to stay in
city advisory
council name

issues and fielding calls from the Center on 
Halsted’s Anti-Violence Project. 
 Gray was doing outreach to local schools, 
educating around hate crimes, bullying and 
other LGBT-related issues.
 According to Daly, approximately 14 of the 
84 victim witness advocates have been cut. 
An estimated 113 state’s attorney’s employ-
ees will be laid off. 
 Huffman’s position is the only “specialty 
unit” to be cut. The three that remain are 
a Polish advocate, disability advocate and a 
senior citizen advocate. Other victim witness 
advocates are assigned courtrooms. Huff-
man roamed between courtrooms and often 
between Cook County buildings, sometimes 
literally holding the hands of hate crime vic-
tims.
 Daly said the proposed cuts came from Cook 
County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and 
that they were made through a collective bar-
gaining process with the state’s attorney’s 
union, AFSCME Council 31.
 “We didn’t want to make any cuts to our 
budget. We’re understaffed as it is,” Daly said. 
 The proposed cuts to the state’s attorney’s 
budget total $6 million—6.7 percent of the 
office’s operating budget. 
 Huffman said that she believes many LGBT 
victims take cases to court because they are 
told that an LGBT advocate will be present for 
them throughout the process. 
 “My fear is that [the states attorney’s of-
fice] won’t be as welcoming a place without 
someone of my title there,” she said. “I’m 
also fearful that a lot of cases that should be 
charged as hate crimes will not be charged 
that way.” 
 Also worried about Huffman’s layoff is Lisa 
Gilmore, director of education and victim ad-
vocacy at Center on Halsted. Huffman regu-
larly referred LGBT victims to the Center’s An-
ti-Violence Project for support, Gilmore said. 
Further, Gilmore worries that LGBT victims will 
be forced to go through a difficult and some-
times discriminatory system without support.
 “Almost everyone I have worked with who 
has worked with a victim witness advocate 
said, ‘I am so glad there was a victim witness 
advocate because I would not know what was 
going on,’” Gilmore said. “My biggest fear 
around this is that LGBT survivors of violence 
are going to experience re-victimization.” 
 According to Gilmore, while many victims 

choose not to report hate crimes because the 
either don’t believe in the criminal-justice 
system, because they don’t trust it or be-
cause they, those who wish to proceed but are 
scared are often aided in starting the process 
because of Huffman’s position. 
 Huffman said that she had little warning of 
the layoff. She said she was told that layoffs 
were based on seniority, but she has suspi-
cions this was not the case. 
 One thing that may have impacted her em-
ployment, Huffman speculated, was a leave of 
absence she took earlier in the year. Huffman 
was out on medical leave of absence for three 
months during the summer. She returned to 
working full-time in the fall. 
 Earlier this year when Gray was laid off a first 
time, she told the paper she “was shocked.” 
 “This is a loss for our community, to not 
have this voice in government,” Gray told 
Windy City Times in February. “But change 
happens, and we see cuts everywhere. I feel 
so blessed to have done this, to have had this 
position to represent the community in a real 
way, it has been phenomenal. To go into the 
schools, it has been an incredible gift in my 
life. These are the times we live in.”

JOBS from cover
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Catholic Charities
drops suit
BY KATE SOSIN

After months of battle with the state, a group 
of Catholic charities have dropped their lawsuit 
over foster care contracts denied to them for de-
clining to place children in accordance with the 
new civil-union act.
 The Department of Child and Family Services 
refused to offer the charities new contracts ear-
lier this year because the charities would not 
place children with civil union couples or single 
people.
 The issue came to a head in June when the 
civil-union act went into effect. 
 The dioceses of Joliet, Springfield, Belleville 
and Peoria filed suit against the charities. A San-
gamon County judge ruled against the charities 
in August, a decision that the charities said they 
would appeal. Currently, Joliet, Springfield and 
Belleville remained in the fight.
 The Civil Rights Agenda (TCRA) announced that 
the charities had dropped the case Nov. 14. 
 “Finding a loving home for the thousands of 
children in the foster/adoption system should be 
the priority, not trying to exclude people based 
on religious dogma,” said Anthony Martinez, ex-
ecutive director of TCRA in a statement. “Drop-
ping this suit is a step in the right direction for 

what is best for all the citizens of this great 
state.”
  Still, all Illinois Senate Republicans are cur-
rently backing a proposed amendment the civil-
union act that would grant religious foster care 
agencies the right to turn away civil-union cou-
ples.
 LGBT activists have said they would fight off 
the bill and that despite strong Republican sup-
port, the bill is not likely to advance far. 

Meeks not running
for re-election
 State Sen. James Meeks, the pastor of Salem 
Baptist Church who has been known to LGBT au-
diences for his anti-gay views, has decided not 
to run for re-election in 2013, according to the 
Chicago Tribune.
 Meeks, 55, has been a senator since 2003. He 
first won his seat by defeating state Sen. William 
Shaw, D-Dolton.
 To the LGBT community, Meeks has been 
known for his anti-gay rhetoric and actions, 
which unsurprisingly caused a negative reaction 
within the LGBT community when he briefly ran 
for mayor of Chicago last year, dropping out in 
December. Not only had the Democrat spoken 
out against homosexuality, but he also voted 
against the civil-unions bill that the Illinois 
General Assembly passed.
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BY KATE SOSIN

In what many commented was an unusual 20th-
anniversary induction ceremony, the Chicago 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame (GLHF) inducted 
15 community leaders, businesses and groups 
amid anxieties about its future.
 Approximately 400 people turned out for the 
induction, held Nov. 9 at the Chicago History 
Museum. 
 Former Illinois senator and state comptroller 
Dawn Clark Netsch presented the awards. 
 Those inducted were Paul Adams, Greg Cam-
eron, Antonia “Tata” Flores, Grant Lynn Ford, 
Dr. Robert Garofalo, Ted Grady, Marcia Hill, Tony 
Jackson, Owen Keehnen, Brett Shingledecker, 
Jon Simmons, Good Shepherd Parish Metropoli-
tan Community Church, Lakeside Pride Music 
Ensembles, Jenner & Block LLP and The Night 
Ministry.
 Aside from inductees, much attention was on 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who arrived to the event 
late and departed before it ended. Some LGBT 
Chicagoans have criticized Emanuel in recent 
weeks over proposed budget cuts that reorga-
nized the city’s LGBT council and resulted in the 
pending departure of LGBT liaison Bill Greaves.
 Greaves has held that position for 11 years.
 Emanuel thanked Greaves for his service on 
stage and reflected on advances made by and 
for LGBT Americans in the last 15 months. He 
pledged his support for the community before 
departing prior to the awards presentation.
 “As the gay and lesbian community grows in 
strength, our city will grow in strength,” Emanu-
el said. “I want to make sure that you know from 
your mayor, you are part of our family.”
 Greaves, whose job ends at the start of 2012, 
received an outpouring of praise and support.
 “Bill has done an exemplary job on behalf of 
our community,” said Beth Kelly, chair of the 
Advisory Council on LGBT Issues (ACLGBTI). 
Kelly presented Greaves with a certificate of ap-
preciation for his service. 
 The months leading to the induction ceremony 
have been noticeably rocky for the GLHF com-
mittee. That committee, which is part of ACLG-
BTI, got word earlier in the year that the city 
had pulled all of its funding. It further learned 
late last month that the councils would be re-
organized, leaving an uncertain future for the 
LGBT council, which is slated to be combined 
with a council on women’s issues. 
 Additionally, while Mayor Richard Daley had 
traditionally handed out the GLHF awards in past 
years, organizers were informed just days before 
the event that Emanuel, still in his first year in 
office, would not participating in that part of 
the ceremony. He did pose with each honoree 
(or, in some cases, a representative) prior to the 
public portion of the event. Four of the awards 
were posthumous: Adams, Flores, Jackson and 
Simmons.
 Despite tensions, the evening celebrated the 
work of this year’s inductees. 
 The Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus kicked off the 
night with a medley of pop songs. David Munar 
and Lori Cooper read the nominations.
 Commissioner of the Department of Human 
Relations Mona Noreiga and Netsch both com-
mented on the significance of the ceremony’s 
20th anniversary. 
 “Is there any other city in the United States 
that can say ‘we have had [20] visions of our 
Hall of Fame, and this is not the end of it at 
all?’” said Netsch, who was inducted in 1995. “I 
share your pride, and I know you will be sharing 
your pride in the years ahead.” 
 The event also recognized Phil Hannema for 
his service to GLHF, and Gary Chichester gave 
recognition to previous inductees who passed 
away this year: Roger “RJ” Chaffin, Renee C. Ha-
nover, Ifti Nasim and Elizabeth E. Tocci. 

Hall of Fame celebrates 20th anniversary
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BY KATE SOSIN

Daniel Hauff, the victim of an alleged anti-gay 
hate crime, took the stand Nov. 7 and described 
how three men kicked and punched him while 
calling him “faggot” and “stupid faggot” on a 
northbound Red Line train in January 2010.
 However, after two days of painstaking ac-
counts and questioning of Hauff and witnesses, 
the trial failed to wrap up and was continued 
until the end of the month. 
 Sean Little, Kevin McAndrew and Benjamin 
Eder are facing counts of aggravated battery 
and felony hate crime after a witness snapped 
photos of the three on the Argyle train platform 
where Hauff was beaten. The three men pled in-
nocent and are standing trial in Criminal Court. 
 Hauff alleges that McAndrew, Eder and Little 
“gay-bashed” him after he tried to intervene on 
behalf of another man who they were bullying 
near the Red Line Belmont stop. Hauff told the 
court that the three turned on him, calling him 
“faggot” and asking if the young man was his 
boyfriend.
“It was aggressive, and it was loud,” Hauff said. 
 Hauff said that Little then touched his face, 
causing him to walk backwards and stumble. He 
said he pushed the emergency button on the 
train for help, but that the conductor walked 
away without calling police. Then, he said, the 
three men began punching and kicking him.
 “It felt like forever,” Hauff said on the stand. 
“When I got off the train, I was punched in the 
face by Eder, and I tried to smear my blood on 
the face of the defendants.”
 Hauff claimed that it was only after he told 
them he had AIDS that they relented.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
   The three men were arrested at the Argyle stop 
after the altercation, and Hauff was transport-
ed to Swedish Covenant Hospital and released 
hours later. 
 Defense attorneys for the three men said that 
the they were minding their own business when 
Hauff picked a fight, and that the three acted in 
self defense.
 “There are two sides to every story,” said Dan-
iel Coyne, McAndrew’s attorney. “Mr. Hauff made 
contact with Mr. Little, at which point he was 
struck … . Mr. McAndrew did get smeared with 
blood at which point he pushed.”
 Defense attorneys told the court that McAn-
drew, Eder and Little were talking about football 
when Hauff decided there was a problem and 
injected himself into the conversation, refusing 
to leave the men alone and then pushing them. 

 Coyne grilled Hauff for close to six hours over 
the course of two days on his recollections of 
the night, drawing attention to the parts that 
were fuzzy. Hauff failed to clearly detail where 
he had been earlier in the day, how much alco-
hol he consumed throughout the entire evening 
and what exactly he later told the press about 
the incident.
 Hauff’s lack of commitment to responses ap-
peared to exasperate Judge Dianne Cannon, who 
several times burst into near shouts at the plain-
tiff.
 “You’re going to have to commit to some-
thing, sir … . You can’t keep changing your tes-
timony,” she said loudly, reddening in the face. 
“Listen to the question. If you don’t know, say ‘I 
don’t know.’”
 In total, prosecutors said, Hauff responded “I 
don’t know” to approximately 150 questions. 
 Christopher Davin, the witness testifying on 
behalf of Hauff, recalled a different chain of 
events than the prosecution laid out in their 
opening arguments and Hauff later recounted.
 According to Davin, the defendants kicked 
Hauff repeatedly before he pushed the emergen-
cy button and the train operator came. Davin 
said that all five of the men remained in the car 
after that incident until Argyle when the attack 
spilled onto the platform.
 Hauff testified immediately after Davin that 
the train operator had been called before he was 
kicked. 

 Perhaps further confusing the two testimonies 
was Davin’s assertion that Hauff fell into him, 
smearing blood on his white hoodie. Hauff told 
the court that he never fell into Davin and that 
he was not certain how his blood ended up on 
Davin’s clothing.
 Following the two testimonies, the defense 
compelled the judge to immediately issue “not 
guilty” verdicts, stating that the discrepancies 
in the testimonies were too great. The judge de-
nied their request and resumed the trial.
 The court heard accounts from the CTA opera-
tor, Hauff’s ER doctor and the detective put on 
the case.
 The CTA operator claimed that she stopped the 
train and offered to call the police, fire depart-
ment or an ambulance for Hauff. She said that 
he declined to move train cars and later swore 
at her. She added that the three defendants also 
declined to move cars.
 Hauff previously told the court that he stayed 
on the train because he thought the operator 
was calling police on his behalf.
 Sitting in support of Hauff was LGBT court 
watch group, Out for Justice. That group has 
been following the Hauff trial from the start, 
they say to support him and send a message 
that the LGBT community cares about his case.
 The second day of trial ended before closing 
arguments could be made. Those have been re-
scheduled for Nov. 30. 

PASSAGES

Terez Elmore,
aka ‘DJ Stoney’
BY KATE SOSIN

Longtime LGBT DJ Terez Elmore, known to many 
simply as “DJ Stoney,” passed away last week. 
He was 41.
 Stoney’s was found in Hyde Park apartment 
Nov. 9, according to his close friend, Calvin Gar-
ner. 
 A native Chicagoan, Stoney fell in love with 
vinyl at a young age, just before he entered high 
school in 1984. His mother was a music promoter, 
and growing up on the South Side, Stoney found 
a community around house music and disco. He 
spent his high schools years developing his own 
sound, and soon began playing gigs around the 
city. 
 “Music was in his blood,” said Stoney’s close 
friend Chico Venable (DJ Khiko). “He loved mu-
sic, and he loved making people dance.” 
 Intensely private and serious about his work, 
Stoney allowed few people into his inner-circle, 
Venable said. Still, friends recalled his compas-
sion, wit and big heart.

 “He was very sassy,” said Garner. “He was very 
funny. He was a sweetheart, too.” 
 He spun his first gig in the LGBT community in 
1996 at Numbers (now the site of Jackhammer).
 Over the years, Stoney established himself as 
a staple in Chicago’s LGBT club scene, spinning 
at Circuit Nightclub, Club Escape, Crush, Jeffrey 
Pub, Cotton Club and Spin, among others. 
 “He brought hip-hop to Halsted,” Venable said, 
remembering how Stoney created spaces for hip-
hop in Boystown at his parties at Spin Nightclub. 
 Venable said that he and Stoney had a great 
time spinning this summer before his passing. 
 Arrangements have not yet been made.

Hauff takes stand
in hate-crime trial

Daniel Hauff. Photo courtesy of Hauff

Transgender Day of
Remembrance events
 These are some of the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance events taking place around Chi-
cago:
 —”Night of the Fallen Stars: a celebration 
of Chicago’s Transgender community” will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 20, at Center On Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St. The event celebrates and 
unites Chicago’s transgender community and 
memorializes the lives that have been lost in 
gender-focused hate crimes. A reception will 
take place on the third floor at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a reception at 7 p.m.
 —The University of Illinois at Chicago’s 
(UIC’s) Trans Oral History Project will host a 
“Queer Story Share” Thursday, Nov. 17, 6-8 
p.m., according to http://transoralhistory.
com. There will be a closing reception Tues-
day, Nov. 22, 4-7 p.m.
 —Soy Quien Soy: Trans Empowerment Col-
lective will hold a social at UIC’s Behavioral 
Science Building, 1007 W. Harrison St., on Fri-
day, Nov. 18, at 4:30 p.m. There will also be 

a reception at UIC’s Gender Umbrella Society 
Social at 302 SCE, 750 S. Halsted St., 6-9 p.m. 
See http://www.sqs-tec.tumblr.com/tagged/
Chicago or email SQS_Info@yahoo.com for 
more info.
 —The Reconciling Committee of Euclid 
Avenue United Methodist Church, 405 S. 
Euclid, Oak Park, will hold a workshop and 
worship service Sunday, Nov. 20, at 7 p.m. 
for the Transgender Day of Remembrance. 
Violet Fenn, a transgender student at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary, will make a 
presentation. For reservations, call 708-848-
7360.

Vital Bridges benefit
at @mosphere Nov. 19
 A drag show benefiting the HIV/AIDS agen-
cy Vital Bridges will take place at the night-
spot @mosphere, 5355 N. Clark St., on Satur-
day, Nov. 19, at 8 p.m.
 Angelique Munro will host the event. 
 Attendees are urged to bring food dona-
tions, including canned food, cereal and soup.

CHICAGO’S PREMIER TENNIS CLUB IS 
NOW CHICAGO’S PREMIER FITNESS CLUB.
See for yourself. Visit us today.

DJ Stoney 
at Spin 

in 2008. 
Photo by 

Kirk 
Williamson

www.midtown.com/chicago


Nov. 16, 2011WINDY CITY TIMES 11

Contact us: (630) 617-3400  •  admit@elmhurst.edu  •  www.elmhurst.edu/admission  •  190 Prospect Avenue, Elmhurst, Illinois

Hear our students’stories: www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt

You
belong here

At Elmhurst, you’ll find an exceptionally welcoming campus
community. We embrace individual expression. We see our 
differences as sources of strength. And we clearly, openly, 
emphatically want you here.  

Scholarships for LGBT students
Our Enrichment Scholarship specifically benefits academically
qualified students from minority groups—including LGBT
students. The scholarship covers one-third of tuition. More
than that, it underscores our commitment to  affirming the
identities and advancing the dreams of each individual student.  

A wealth of programs and resources
We support our LGBT students through a variety of cam-
pus organizations and events. The student group EQUAL
(Elmhurst Queers and Allies) promotes awareness through
events and advocacy. SAFE (Staff, Administrators and
Faculty for Equality) offers a support network for the
LGBT community. An annual guestship and other special
events focus on issues of concern to the LGBT commu-
nity. Our faculty is adding courses in LGBT studies.

A step ahead of the rest
“In a small but meaningful step, Elmhurst College is now
officially telling applicants that gay students are welcome on
campus. The private liberal arts college is the first college in the
U.S. to ask potential students about their sexual orientation or
gender identity on its application....The question is meant to
increase diversity at the school, which is affiliated with the
United Church of Christ, and to direct incoming students
toward services that might ease their transition into college life.
It’s also a strong signal that the school will embrace LGBT
students and will do its best to support them.” 
—Chicago Sun-Times, August 26, 2011

“Elmhurst College does a
great job of nurturing and
supporting LGBT students.
Coming out was hard for
me, but I’ve been blessed to
have an accepting commu-
nity to come out to.”

Felicia Diaz 

“People at Elmhurst are 
accepting and supportive,
from the faculty and staff to
my friends and fraternity
brothers. My experience
here has helped me embrace
my sexuality and become the
person I am today.”

Joey Carrillo

facebook.com/ElmCol  twitter.com/ElmhurstCollege

www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt
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 The annual City of Chicago Veterans Day trib-
ute, held at Soldier Field, included an openly 
gay speaker for the first time, now that the mili-
tary’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) is history. 
 Held 11-11-11, the event featured many poli-
ticians and military brass, and hundreds of au-
dience members. Speakers included event host 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin and 
Gov. Pat Quinn. Representing gays in the mili-
tary was Air Force MSgt. (Retired) Jean Albright, 
director of new media at Windy City Times. She 
served 20 years in the Air Force and is a former 
board member of Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network. She emphasized that gays and lesbians 
have always served in the military, but that now 
they can do so openly and proudly. Durbin also 
mentioned DADT, and how glad he was for the 
ban to be lifted.
 The keynote speaker was Iraq war veteran 
Army Specialist (Retired) Danielle Green-Byrd, 
who gave an emotional and spirited speech 
about the loss of her left arm in an explosion 
during the war, and the commitment she has to 
helping soldiers as they come home from the 
wars.
 Ald. James A. Balcer was the event emcee, and 
there was music and singing by military groups. 
Photos and text by Tracy Baim; more pics online 
at http://www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

QponChicago.
com marks 
six-month
anniversary
 CHICAGO—QponChicago.com, Chicago’s gay 
daily deals site, marks its six-month anniversary 
in November. The website has featured more 
than 100 deals for a wide range of businesses 
during its launch period. These included restau-
rants, theaters, travel, AIDS and LGBT nonprofit 
benefits, services, gyms, and many more.
 QponChicago.com will have special holiday-
themed deals in the coming weeks, with restau-
rants, spas, entertainment, health-related and 
more special deals. Some of the top deals so far 
have come from About Face Theatre, the Para-
mount Theatre in Aurora, Miss Asia restaurant, 
William Strauss Truffles, Illinois Nut & Candy 
Co., Music Box Theatre, AIDS Walk & Run, Chi-
cago Archery Center, the Chicago Sky, Thousand 
Waves Martial Arts, and Radiant Smiles for You.
 QponChicago.com is a website focused on 
deals by and for the LGBT and allied community 
of the Chicago region. The project is in market-
ing partnership with Windy City Times, Chicago’s 
award-winning LGBT newspaper. 
 In December, an affiliated program will launch, 

where Chicago businesses, chambers of com-
merce and non-profits can receive a percentage 
of sales generated through their websites.
 Suzanne Arnold and Tracy Baim, the founders 
of QponChicago.com, have a long history of in-
volvement in Chicago’s LGBT community, includ-
ing through media and sports programs. They 
both served as leaders of the Gay Games VII 
board in 2006. Arnold has been a leader in nu-
merous sports leagues, and Baim is co-founder 
and publisher of Windy City Times.
 “We have been very excited with our busi-
ness partnerships these first six months,” said 
Arnold. “We are able to craft specialized deals 
and services for small and large businesses, cul-
tural and non-profit groups. We have a database 
of 11,000 people interested in receiving a wide 
range of LGBT-inclusive offers.”
 QponChicago.com uses the “QR Code” technol-
ogy for each coupon, and it allows those pur-
chasing coupons to receive the unique QR code 
for their coupon purchase through an email 
alert. They can elect to have the QR code sent 
instantly to their phone, to save on carrying the 
printed coupon.
 The website also allow businesses to sign up 
and monitor sales of their coupons, and post 
new deals. They can void coupons through a QR 
reader or through the website.
 For more information, see http://www.
qponchicago.com.

Chicago contest to
award $7,500 in
advertising to LGBT
or AIDS nonprofit
Winning person selected from 
Facebook also wins $500 cash
 CHICAGO—Windy City Media Group, publish-
ers of Windy City Times, is running a Facebook 
contest through Dec. 20 to award $7,500 in free 
advertising to Chicago-area non-profit LGBT or 
AIDS organizations, and a lucky winner will win 
$500 in cash.
 One winner will be selected at random from 
all followers of Windy City Media Group on Face-
book, at https://www.facebook.com/windyci-
tymediagroup. The winner gets $500 cash and 
gets to choose from registered Chicago-area 
non-profit LGBT or AIDS groups, who will then 
receive $5,000 in free advertising space in any 
WCMG product: Windy City Times, Nightspots, 
Windy City Queercast or windycitymediagroup.
com.
 A second-place winner will receive $250 cash 
and gets to select a group to receive $2,500 in 
advertising. The deadline to join the Windy City 
Media Group Facebook page—to be eligible to 
win—is Dec. 20.
 Windy City Media Group has partnered with 

hundreds of Chicago-area LGBT and AIDS non-
profits since it was founded in 1985. WCMG 
has sponsored events and benefits, and helped 
make community groups stronger through a wide 
range of services. 
 Facebook and Twitter (windycitytimes1) allow 
WCMG to further promote the extensive daily and 
weekly updates in content on the WCMG web-
site. WCMG also has a second Facebook page, 
for Nightspots, its 21-year-old sister publication 
focused on the club and bar scene. See https://
www.facebook.com/nightspots.

Gay state rep candidate
hosting Nov. 16 event
 Friends of Alex Arroyo, an openly gay candi-
date running for state representative of Illinois’ 
84th District (which includes Aurora), will host 
an event Wed., Nov. 16, 6-8 p.m., at Cocktail, 
3359 N. Halsted St.
 Arroyo is a member of the Association of Flight 
Attendants-Communication Workers of America 
(AFA-CWA) and has served as Aurora Democratic 
Party chair.
 If elected, he would be the fourth out gay 
member of the Illinois General Assembly.
 Tickets are $75 each, and sponsorship oppor-
tunities are available. Email Alex@Arroyo2012.
com, visit http://www.arroyo2012.com or call 
630-240-8587.

Chicago Veterans Day tribute 
includes gay speaker

Army Specialist (Retired) Danielle Green-Byrd, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Gov. Pat Quinn, U.S. Sen. 
Dick Durbin and MSgt. (Retired) Jean Albright. Photo by Tracy Baim

Jean Albright speaks at the event at Soldier 
Field. Photo by Tracy Baim

AVER hosts 
19th Veterans 
Day dinner
BY TRACY BAIM

The Chicago chapter of the American Veterans 
for Equal Rights had a special reason to cele-
brate during its 19th Annual Veterans Day Din-
ner, held Nov. 11 at Ann Sather restaurant on 
Belmont. This was the first year that openly gay 
and lesbian servicemembers could join them, 
because Congress and President Barack Obama 
lifted the longtime military ban on openly gay 
servicemembers effective Sept. 20.
 The keynote speaker was in fact an openly gay 
U.S. Navy Reservist, LS1 Leonard Lucio, who had 
spoken out as a gay man for the first time at 
AVER’s Sept. 20 celebration. Lucio has served 
21 years and is a Desert Storm Veteran. He just 
re-enlisted for another six years in the U.S. Na-
val Reserves, and spoke about the difficulty of 
serving while closeted. Lucio was also from the 
same South Suburban neighborhood as the late 
Allen Schindler, a gay sailor killed by two ship-
mates, and he spoke of the great loss he felt 
since his friend was murdered. Lucio also urged 
other servicemembers to have the courage to 
come out and fight for repeal of the Defense of 
Marriage Act. While DOMA is the federal law, gay 
servicemembers will still be handled differently 
when it comes to equal benefits and treatment 
of spouses.

 

Ed Zasadil presented the colors for the evening, 
Travis sang the lesbian-penned “America the 
Beautiful” (by Katharine Lee Bates), and Echo 
Taps was played by Susan Jones and Eric Ryer-
son. Victor Salvo and Lori Canon from the Lega-
cy Project attended the event, and Salvo spoke 
about the military heroes who will be honored as 
part of the project. A mock-up of the Air Force 
TSgt. Sergeant Leonard Matlovich plaque was on 
display at the dinner.

AVER presented its annual “Happy Warrior” awards to Lucio and AVER board member MSgt. (Re-
tired) Jean Albright for their commitment to fighting for equal rights in the military. Photo by 
Tracy Baim

Ed Zasadil. Photo by Tracy Baim
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Thursday, Nov. 17
7:30 p.m.

Lynn Powell
Framing Innocence

Sunday, Nov. 20
4:30 p.m.

Harriet Clare Wadeson
Journaling Cancer in 
Words and Images: 

Caught in the 
Clutch of the Crab

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Thomas Klein, also known as Dr. Feelgood because of his 
bedside manner and way of pampering customers at his 
salon, has been making the community feel better for de-
cades.
 Klein started his practice in the early ‘80s after attending 
Michigan State University with clinicals in Grand Rapids. 
His residency at Saint Joseph Hospital moved him to Chi-
cago in the late ‘70s.
 He found his love for medicine after volunteering at How-
ard Brown Health Center. 
 In 1982 he saw his first AIDS patient, who became the 
second case reported in the Chicago area. This led him 
away from being a family practitioner to becoming an AIDS 
specialist, teaming with Dr. Ross Slotten in 1984.
 The two still work on patients today at 711 W. North Ave. with a convenient Walgreens that opened across 
the hall from their office this past February.

   He went into business with his partner, David 
Gitomer, to create Spacio, a spa “strong enough 
for women but made for men” in 2004. He contin-
ues juggling both jobs. The name “Spacio” comes 
from mixing the Italian and Spanish equivalents 
of the word “space.” Spacio is spacious, being 
more than 6,000 square feet and a maze of pri-
vate rooms that include services from haircuts to 
massage. 
   Tom owns homes with Gitomer—who is a pro-
fessor of Eastern religion at Depaul University—
in Andersonville and in Michigan. They met 24 
years ago and after being introduced through a 
patient.
   Spacio is at 2706 N. Halsted St.; visit http://
www.spaciospa.com for more information. 

Doctor

Tom Klein, M.D.

the stats
Name

Tom Klein, M.D.

Age
60

Resides:
Andersonville  

 Relationship status
Looking forward to a civil 

union for 25th anniversary

Hometown
Detroit, Mich.

 Hobbies
Gardening, board member of 

Heartland Alliance

Cubs or White Sox?
Cubs

Favorite Chicago 
restaurant

Sapori Trattoria

Favorite TV show
Glee

Have your
premiums
increased 
recently?

See me:
Charles T. Rhodes,

Agent
2472 N. Clark

773.281.0890
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

(not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ)
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

GAYin the
a

LIFE
TExT AND PHOTOS BY JERRY NUNN
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BY KATE SOSIN AND ERICA DEMAREST

An estimated 2,600 people flocked to downtown 
Chicago Nov. 9-13 for the nation’s largest annual 
AIDS conference. 
 This year marks the first the 15-year-old U.S. 
Conference on AIDS (USCA) has been held in the 
Midwest. The conference was held at the Shera-
ton Hotel. 
 The USCA 2011, themed around men who have 
sex with men (MSMs), drew major figures in the 
fight against AIDS, including celebrities.
 Presenters included CNN’s Don Lemon, Tony 
Award-winning singer Jennifer Holliday and for-
mer Project Runway contestant Mondo Guerra. 
White House Office of National AIDS Policy Di-
rector Jeff Crowley spoke as did Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. Other 
noted speakers included Dr. Julio Montaner, of 
the British Columbia Centre for Excellence in 
HIV/AIDS; Bertrand Audoin, the executive direc-
tor of the International AIDS Society; and David 
Furnish, chairman of Elton John AIDS Founda-
tion.
 Speakers at the conference focused on major 
policy changes and medical advancements re-
lated to HIV care and prevented in the last 18 
months. 
 Game-changers in the fight against AIDS, they 
said, include new information that shows that 
young black MSMs are contracting HIV at an ac-
celerated rate, the implementation of the Na-
tional AIDS Strategy, the passage of the Afford-
able Care Act as well as scientific advancements 
that, if funded, could curb infection rates. 
 Experts said the question was not whether 
it was possible to end AIDS at this stage, but 
whether or not service providers and policy mak-
ers would step up to the plate to actually make 
it happen. 
 “I would ask you all in the fundamental mo-

ment of change to really seize this moment,” 
said Crowley, who stressed the need to begin 
implementing cutting edge science to end AIDS.
 Overwhelmingly, the tone of the conference 
was upbeat, with presenters encouraging at-
tendees to shift focus from managing HIV/AIDS 
to ending the virus. 
 The National Minority AIDS Council (NMAC), 
the organization that puts on the USCA, an-
nounced a change in its mission. Board mem-
bers said that while their mission was to develop 
leadership to “address” HIV, it will now develop 
leadership to “end” HIV. 
 The conference did not draw the numbers it 

had in past years. Initial estimates had esti-
mated that between 3,000-3,500 people would 
register. Cynthia Tucker of AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago (AFC) had later predicted that the 
number could reach 4,000 due to the number 
of early registrations and the fact that Chicago 
is centrally located in the country. Early totals 
estimated just 2,600 in attendance.
 Kyle Murphy, a spokesperson for NMAC said 
that estimates for this year’s conference were 
based on averages from the 14 years that the 
conference has run.
 “Given the state of the economy, the number 
we got this year is actually surprisingly strong,” 

Murphy said.
 Still, local service providers had the oppor-
tunity to showcase their efforts. The Center on 
Halsted, Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus, Vida 
SIDA and CALOR held receptions in the city in 
conjunction with the conference. AFC CEO Da-
vid Ernesto Munar delivered opening remarks to 
attendees. Other Chicago-based organizations 
presented throughout the conference and con-
ducted workshops.
 While Chicagoans might still be reeling from 
this year’s events, NMAC is already preparing for 
next year. The 16th USCA will be held in Las 
Vegas.

Largest AIDS conference brings 
thousands to Chicago

At the U.S. AIDS Conference, from left: Rosa Martinez of CALOUR, with Cynthia Tucker of AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago, Chris Brown of the Chicago Department of Public Health, and Jeff Berry 
of Test Positive Aware Network. Photos by Ed Negron

a special series in partnership with the 
aIDS Foundation of Chicago

Lora Branch and Chris Brown.

Modesto Valle of Center on Halsted and David 
Munar of AIDS Foundation of Chicago.

BY KATE SOSIN

The U.S. Conference on AIDS, held this year in 
Chicago for the first time, opened with a wel-
coming plenary breakfast Nov. 10 that featured 
major names in HIV/AIDS prevention.
 Secretary Kathleen Sebelius of the Department 
of Health and Human Services headlined the 
morning.
 But the moment that left many talking later in 
the day was a protest that interrupted the intro-
duction of Sebelius. As Sebelius was announced 
with much fanfare, a large group of protesters 
with posters marched out and stole the micro-
phone. 
 The group, protesting on behalf of Asian Pa-
cific Islanders, demanded that their voices be 
heard in HIV prevention. They came bearing 
signs that read “Our Lives Matter.” 
 “We cannot to wait,” said Sharon Day of the 
Indigenous Peoples Task Force. “We, the first 
Americans, can no longer be the last in line for 
funding.”
 In what appeared to be a last-minute switch, 
outgoing National AIDS Policy Director Jeff 
Crowley took the stage in place of Sebelius. 
Crowley had been scheduled to speak later in 
the program. 
 Crowley challenged HIV service providers to 

adapt to healthcare changes and medical ad-
vancements to end AIDS. He called for focus and 
unity from AIDS organizations as pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (taking HIV meds to prevent becom-
ing infected with HIV) is now a tool on the ho-
rizon.
 “That is great news but right now it’s a re-
search study,” said Crowley, who pressed provid-
ers to think realistically about how new science 
can be used to end HIV/AIDS. “I would ask all of 

you in this time of fundamental change to really 
seize the moment.” 
 Protesters appeared a second time as Sebelius 
attempted to take the stage. She acknowledged 
the group before they sat down. 
 According to staffers for the National Minority 
AIDS Council, the organization that hosts the 
annual conference, organizers had anticipated 
the protest, although the last-minute swap of 
presenters appeared to be unscripted.  

 

Sebelius spoke of the Obama administration’s 
commitment to ending AIDS. She said the presi-
dent had requested $50 million in additional 
funds for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program, 
which currently suffers from lack of funds, leav-
ing thousands on a waiting list for HIV/AIDS 
treatment. 

AIDS conference opens with Sebelius and Crowley 

LEFT: Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. RIGHT: Outgoing National AIDS Policy Director Jeff Crowley. Photos by Kate Sosin

Turn to page 15
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BY KATE SOSIN

A star-studded cast took the stage at the U.S. 
Conference on AIDS in downtown Chicago Nov. 
10 to discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS on gay 
men.
 CNN’s Don Lemon moderated a panel that in-
cluded Project Runway Season 8 finalist Mondo 
Guerra, Arizona state Sen. Jack Jackson, Jr. and 
LGBT Chinese activist Beibei Ye. 
Tony Award-winning actress Jennifer Holliday 
finished off the lunch with a performance of 
the song that made her famous “And I’m Tell-
ing You.”
 Lemon opened the lunch with a speech on his 
recollections of the onset of AIDS in the U.S., 
noting that it had been 20 years since Magic 
Johnson announced his HIV-positive status. 
 “Everybody thought that Magic Johnson would 
soon die of AIDS,” said Lemon, who called the 
fact that Johnson and others who were infected 
at the time still live a “triumph.”
 Lemon discussed his own experience with 
stigma as a racial minority, a gay person and a 
person who was sexually abused as a child.
 He encouraged conference attendees to speak 
out about those and other issues that often im-
pact the spread and stigma around HIV. Finally, 
he praised the gay community for being on the 
frontlines in the fight against AIDS.
 “When the history of AIDS is written, it is ex-
traordinary to note that the gay community has 
led this crisis to a close,” he said. 
 Following Lemon, David Furnish, chairman of 
the Elton John AIDS Foundation, warned against 
the apathy that took root in the gay community 
once people with AIDS started living longer.
 “The alarm bells that rang in hospitals 30 
years ago have been put on snooze,” he said. 
“We need to engage in some loving self-criticism 
and reflection.” 
 Furnish linked societal rejection and discrimi-

nation to the spread of HIV, noting that those 
who have “been told for so long that you’re 
worthless” are more likely to engage in risky 
sexual behaviors. 
 Guerra discussed how he had battled that 
stigma for a decade as a gay Latino man, only 
to come our as HIV-positive on Project Runway. 
He said that coming out as HIV-positive was far 
more difficult for his family than his coming out 
as gay. 
 Jackson and Ye also discussed the intersec-
tions between family, culture and homosexual-
ity. Jackson, a Navajo, said his cousin died of 
AIDS, a fact that his family would not discuss. 
Ye detailed the discrimination he faces in South-
ern China as a gay AIDS activist. 
 Holliday, who starred in the Broadway musical 
Dream Girls, recalled the stigma her colleagues 
faced in the U.S. 30 years ago as half of the crew 
on that show died of AIDS. Holliday finished the 
luncheon with a musical performance. 
 

Don Lemon, Mondo Guerra and Jennifer Holliday at 
AIDS confab in Chicago

CNN’s Don Lemon. 

Don Lemon with, from left, Arizona state Sen. Jack Jackson, Jr., Project Runway Season 8 finalist 
Mondo Guerra and LGBT Chinese activist Beibei Ye. Photos by Kate Sosin

David Furnish.Jennifer Holliday. Photo by Ed Negron

Protesters at the AIDS 
conference before 
Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius of the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
spoke. 

AIDS/HIV art 
show Nov. 18
The fifth HIV/AIDS art exhibit opens 
Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m. at the Center 
on Halsted. The Art Therapy Studio 
Group at Center on Halsted creates 
an artistic workspace where any 
individual with HIV/AIDS has the 
freedom to look inward through the 
lens of HIV, said organizer Dion Wal-
ton. Through that lens, these artists 
are working to build a supportive 
community for themselves. 

 Despite the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act, which will provide health insurance to 
Americans by 2014, Sebelius said that the ad-
ministration remains committed to Ryan White 
funding (that money has funded HIV/AIDS 
treatment for patients without insurance who 
cannot afford to pay). The secretary added that 
her department is working to reallocate funding 
to communities considered high-risk currently.
 Sebelius echoed the sentiments of many at 
the conference, who argue that the current mo-
ment is critical for mobilizing to end AIDS. Ex-
perts say that given new advances in science, 

an end to the virus is on the horizon, but those 
advancements have also led to apathy as the 
those who contract HIV and get treatment can 
live healthier and longer lives than ever before. 
Further, significant funding increases are needed 
if those treatments are to be implemented.
 “We have some very important questions to 
ask ourselves today,” Sebelius said. “What will 
we do with this opportunity … will we watch 
HIV/AIDS further recede from the national spot-
light?”
 In a special press conference after her ap-
pearance, Sebelius reaffirmed her commitment 
to Ryan White funding, stating that those funds 
will now fill “cracks in the system, not gaping 

holes.”  She also commented on the morning’s 
protest.
 “They were saying ‘our lives matter,’ and my 
response is, you bet they do,” she said.
 Thousands attended the breakfast, the first of 
four days of conference events.  
 David Ernesto Munar, president of the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago, welcomed the confer-
ence on behalf of the host committee.
  Munar encouraged conference attend-
ees to adopt a Chicago attitude while in town.
 “Chicagoans are a roll up your sleeves kind of 
people,” Munar said. “I hope the hardy spirit of 
Chicago rubs off on you,” because, he said, there 
is much work to be done to end AIDS.

SEBELIUS from page 14
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The following are excerpts from remarks delivered 
by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Nov. 8, 2011 at the National Institutes of Health’s 
Masur Auditorium in Bethesda, Maryland.
 The fight against AIDS began three decades 
ago in June 1981. American scientists reported 
the first evidence of a mysterious new disease. 
It was killing young men by leaving them vul-
nerable to rare forms of pneumonia, cancer, and 
other health problems. Now, at first, doctors 
knew virtually nothing about this disease. To-
day, all those years later, we know a great deal. 
We know, of course, about its horrific impact. 
AIDS has killed 30 million people around the 
world, and 34 million are living with HIV today. 
In Sub-Saharan Africa—where 60 percent of the 
people with HIV are women and girls—it left a 
generation of children to grow up without moth-
ers and fathers or teachers. In some communi-
ties, the only growth industry was the funeral 
business.
 Thirty years later, we also know a great deal 
about the virus itself. We understand how it is 
spread, how it constantly mutates in the body, 
how it hides from the immune system. And we 
have turned this knowledge to our advantage—
developing ingenious ways to prevent its trans-
mission and dozens of drugs that keep millions 
of people alive. Now, AIDS is still an incurable 
disease, but it no longer has to be a death sen-
tence. Finally, after 30 years, we know a 
great deal about ourselves. The worst plague 
of our lifetime brought out the best in human-
ity. Around the world, governments, businesses, 
faith communities, activists, individuals from 
every walk of life have come together, giving 
their time, their money—along with their heads 
and hearts—to fight AIDS. 
 Although the past 30 years have been a re-
markable journey, we still have a long, hard 
road ahead of us. But today, thanks both to new 
knowledge and to new ways of applying it, we 
have the chance to give countless lives and fu-
tures to millions of people who are alive today, 
but equally, if not profoundly more importantly, 
to an entire generation yet to be born. 
 Today, I would like to talk with you about how 
we arrived at this historic moment and what the 
world now can and must do to defeat AIDS. 
 From its earliest days, the fight against HIV/
AIDS has been a global effort. But in the story 
of this fight, America’s name comes up time 
and again. In the past few weeks, I’ve spoken 
about various aspects of American leadership, 
from creating economic opportunity to preserv-
ing peace and standing up for democracy and 
freedom. Well, our efforts in global health are 
another strong pillar in our leadership. Our ef-
forts advance our national interests. They help 
make other countries more stable and the United 
States more secure. And they are an expression 
of our values—of who we are as a people. And 
they generate enormous goodwill.  
 At a time when people are raising questions 
about America’s role in the world, our leadership 
in global health reminds them who we are and 
what we do, that we are the nation that has 
done more than any other country in history to 
save the lives of millions of people beyond our 
borders. 
 Our efforts must begin with the American 
public: from people living with the disease, to 
researchers in academic medical centers; to indi-
vidual donors, businesses, and foundations; and 
philanthropies—two of my favorite ones, the 
Clinton Foundation—(laughter)—which helped 

make treatment more affordable by supporting 
innovative ways to manufacture and purchase 
drugs; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which has underwritten breakthrough research. 
…
 Alongside our research and development 
work, the United States has led a global effort 
to bring these advances to bear in saving lives. 
When my husband was president, he appointed 
America’s first AIDS czar and more than tripled 
U.S. investments in preventing and treating 
AIDS worldwide. And in 2003, President Bush, 
with strong bipartisan support from Congress, 
made the momentous decision to launch the 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, or 
PEPFAR. 
 At that time, only 50,000 people in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa were receiving the antiretroviral drugs 
that would keep them alive. Now, more than 5 
million do, along with more than a million peo-
ple in other regions of the world, and the vast 
majority receive drugs financed by either PEPFAR 
or the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, 
and Malaria, which the United States helped cre-
ate.
 For all these reasons, PEPFAR is one of the 
strong platforms upon which the Obama Admin-
istration is building our Global Health Initiative, 
which supports one-stop clinics offering an ar-
ray of health services while driving down costs, 
driving up impact, and saving more lives. I say 
all of this because I want the American people 
to understand the irreplaceable role the United 
States has played in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
It is their tax dollars, our tax dollars, that have 
made this possible, and we need to keep going.
 To be sure, we have done it in an ever-ex-
panding partnership with other governments, 
multilateral institutions, implementing organi-
zations, the private sector, civil society groups, 
especially those led by people living with the 
virus. But the world could not have come this far 
without us, and it will not defeat AIDS without 
us.
 What’s more, our efforts have helped set the 
stage for a historic opportunity, one that the 
world has today: to change the course of this 
pandemic and usher in an AIDS-free generation.
Now, by an AIDS-free generation, I mean one 
where, first, virtually no children are born with 
the virus; second, as these children become 
teenagers and adults, they are at far lower risk 
of becoming infected than they would be today 
thanks to a wide range of prevention tools; and 
third, if they do acquire HIV, they have access 
to treatment that helps prevent them from de-
veloping AIDS and passing the virus on to oth-
ers. …
 [Today] I want to focus on the three key inter-
ventions that can make it possible to achieve an 
AIDS-free generation. First, preventing mother-
to-child transmission. Today, one in seven new 
infections occurs when a mother passes the vi-
rus to her child. We can get that number to zero. 
I keep saying zero; my speechwriter keeps say-
ing “Virtually zero.” (Laughter, applause.) And 
we can save mother’s lives too. …
 In addition to preventing mother-to-child 
transmission, an effective combination preven-
tion strategy has to include voluntary medical 
male circumcision. In the past few years, re-
search has proven that this low-cost procedure 
reduces the risk of female-to-male transmission 
by more than 60 percent, and that the benefit is 
life-long.  
 Since 2007, some 1,000,000 men around the 

world have been circumcised for HIV prevention. 
Three fourths of these procedures have been 
funded by PEPFAR. In Kenya and Tanzania alone, 
during special campaigns, clinicians perform 
more than 35,000 circumcisions a month. …
 But even once people do become HIV-positive, 
we can still make it far less likely that they will 
transmit the virus to others by treating them 
with the antiretroviral drugs. So this is the third 
element of combination prevention that I want 
to mention.
 Thanks to U.S. Government-funded research 
published just a few months ago, we now know 
that if you treat a person living with HIV effec-
tively, you reduce the risk of transmission to a 
partner by 96 percent. 
 Of course, not everyone takes the medication 
exactly as directed, and so some people may not 
get the maximum level of protection. But even 
so, this new funding will have a profound impact 
on the fight against AIDS. 
 For years, some have feared that scaling up 
treatment would detract from prevention ef-
forts.  Now we know beyond a doubt if we take 

a comprehensive view of our approach to the 
pandemic, treatment doesn’t take away from 
prevention. It adds to prevention. So let’s end 
the old debate over treatment versus prevention 
and embrace treatment as prevention. 
 There’s no question that scaling up treat-
ment is expensive. But thanks to lower costs 
of drugs, bulk purchasing, and simple changes 
like shipping medication by ground instead of 
air, we and our partners are reducing the cost 
of treatment. In 2004, the cost to PEPFAR for 
providing ARVs and services to one patient aver-
aged nearly $1,100 a year. Today, it’s $335 and 
falling. Continuing to drive down these costs is 
a challenge for all of us, from donors and devel-
oping countries to institutions like the Global 
Fund.
 Treating HIV-positive people before they be-
come ill also has indirect economic benefits. It 
allows them to work, to support their families, 
contribute to their communities. It averts social 
costs, such as caring for orphans whose parents 
die of AIDS-related illnesses. A study published 
just last month weighed the costs and benefits 

Sec. Clinton speaks about ‘Creating an AIDS-Free 
Generation,’ picks DeGeneres as special envoy

Hillary Clinton (with daughter Chelsea) at a Democratic event in 2008. Photo by Rachel Feier-
man.
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and found that—I quote—“the economic ben-
efits of treatment will substantially offset, and 
likely exceed, program costs within 10 years of 
investment.” In other words, treating people 
will not only save lives, it will generate consid-
erable economic returns as well. …
 Now let me be clear: None of the interven-
tions I’ve described can create an AIDS-free gen-
eration by itself. But used in combination with 
each other and with other powerful prevention 
methods, they do present an extraordinary op-
portunity. …
 But success is not inevitable, nor will it be 
easy. Coverage levels for many of these interven-
tions are unacceptably low. And we know from 
experience that to scale them up, we have to be 
able to deliver them not just in hospitals, but in 
clinics located in communities of every size and 
shape. If we’re going to make the most of this 
moment, there are steps we must take together.
 First, we need to let science guide our efforts. 
Success depends on deploying our tools based 
on the best available evidence. … Through 
PEPFAR and across the government, the United 
States is using scientifically proven results to 
inform our policy, which leads to real change 
for programs on the ground and maximizes the 
impact of our investments. … 
 We’re already working to answer these ques-
tions. We recently granted more than $50 million 
to three of the world’s leading academic institu-
tions to develop rigorous studies that test what 
works in various settings. Today, I’m pleased to 
announce that we’re stepping up our efforts. The 
United States, through PEPFAR, will commit an 
additional $60 million to rapidly scale up com-
bination prevention in parts of four countries 
in Sub-Saharan Africa and to rigorously measure 
the impact. …
 The second step is to put more emphasis on 
country ownership of HIV/AIDS programs. This 
is a priority for the United States. We know we 
can’t create an AIDS-free generation by dictat-
ing solutions from Washington. Our in-country 
partners—including governments, NGOs, and 
faith-based organizations—need to own and 
lead their nation’s response.  So we are working 
with ministries of health and local organizations 
to strengthen their health systems so they can 
take on an even broader range of health prob-
lems.
 Country ownership also means that more part-
ner countries need to share more responsibility 
for funding the fight against HIV/AIDS within 
their borders. Some countries have allowed 
money from outside donors to displace their own 
investments in health programs; well, if PEPFAR 
or the Global Fund or another donor is going 
to be giving us money for health, we can just 
take that money out of health and build some 
more roads. That has to change and we have to 
demand that it change. More countries need to 
follow the lead of South Africa, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Rwanda, Zambia, and others that are committing 
larger shares of their own budgets to HIV/AIDS.
Finally, we’re calling on other donor nations 
to do their part, including by supporting and 
strengthening the Global Fund. Consider just 
one example of what the Global Fund has already 
done. In 2004, virtually none of the people in 
Malawi who were eligible to receive treatment 
actually received it. As of last year, with sig-
nificant help from the Global Fund, nearly half 
did. …
 The goal of an AIDS-free generation may be 
ambitious, but it is possible with the knowledge 
and interventions we have right now. And that is 
something we’ve never been able to say without 
qualification before. Imagine what the world will 
look like when we succeed. Imagine AIDS wards 
that once were stretched far beyond their capac-
ity becoming outpatient clinics caring for peo-

ple with a manageable condition, children who 
might have been orphaned and then trafficked 
or recruited as child soldiers instead growing up 
with the hope of a better future, communities 
where despair once reigned filled instead with 
optimism, countries that can make the most of 
every single person’s God-given potential. That 
is the world that has always been at the core of 
American belief, and we have worked toward it 
in our own history. It’s the world I think we all 
would like to live in. An AIDS-free generation 
would be one of the greatest gifts the United 
States could give to our collective future. …
[See the complete speech in the online version 
of this article.]

Clinton names DeGeneres as Special 
Envoy on AIDS
 During her NIH speech, Clinton announced 
that Ellen DeGeneres has been named as a Spe-
cial Envoy for Global AIDS Awareness. In this 
role, DeGeneres will use her celebrity platform 
to raise awareness about the global fight against 
AIDS. 
 In a letter to Ms. DeGeneres, Secretary Clinton 
stated, “By lending us your energy, compassion, 
and star power to serve as our Special Envoy for 
Global AIDS Awareness, your words will encour-
age Americans in joining you to make their voic-
es heard in our campaign to achieve an AIDS-
free generation. The enormous platform of your 
television show and your social media channels 
will enable you to reach millions of people with 
the strong and hopeful message that we can win 
this fight.”   
 “I’m honored to have been chosen by Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton as Spe-
cial Envoy for Global AIDS awareness. The fight 
against AIDS is something that has always been 
close to my heart. And I’m happy that I can use 
my platform to educate people and spread hope. 
Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have to go look up 
what ‘envoy’ means,” said DeGeneres. 

BY JOHN J. ACCROCCO

Statistically speaking, pet owners may be likely to 
live longer, but Dr. Robert Garofalo and his Yorkie, 
Fred, are attempting to spread the puppy vitality to 
others in need. Fred Says is a new organization de-
signed to help uninsured Chicago teens living with 
HIV. The pair is raising money from home by selling 
greeting cards with photos of the undeniably ador-
able Fred in a sundry of poses, outfits and back-
grounds. 
 “I know to some, or many, this whole thing sounds 
silly, but we are having fun with it. It may well be a 
crazy idea, but it just might work,” said Garofalo.
 This grassroots effort is being spearheaded by Ga-
rofalo, who is the director of the Children’s Memorial 
Hospital’s Center for Gender, Sexuality and HIV Pre-
vention. “I am the Center’s Director and I oversee a 
dedicated and talented staff of over 20 individuals,” 
he said. “They keep me on my toes and I couldn’t do 
this work without them. More importantly, I wouldn’t 
want to. I am the lead investigator on a number of 
the research projects and also a pediatrician who has 
a clinical practice of HIV+ youth and LGBT youth. 
This practice is growing fairly rapidly.” 
 Garofalo is a national authority on LGBT youth is-
sues, has previously worked for the Howard Brown 
Health Center, and has also served as the president of 
the Gay and Lesbian Medical Association.  In his work 
for the Center for Gender, Sexuality and HIV Preven-
tion, he and his staff, “aspire to be a leader in educa-
tion, clinical care, research and advocacy related to 
special populations such as high-risk, adolescents, 
LGBT youth and individuals impacted by HIV/AIDS. 
Our work is grounded in the communities we serve 
and we partner with a number of academic institu-
tions such as Northwestern University, UIC and Uni-
versity of Chicago as well as local community-based 
agencies with strong histories of caring for the popu-
lations central to our mission, such as TPAN, [Test 
Positive Aware Network] the Center on Halsted and 
Chicago House. 
 “The research we do tends to be rather practical in 
nature and designed to give the community or the 
populations we care for practical ways of overcoming 
health-related challenges. For instance, we have a 
[National Institutes of Health]-funded study evaluat-
ing the utility of using text-messaging technology to 
help HIV+ youth adhere to their medications effec-
tively. This study has recruited youth from all across 
the city. We also have a NIH-funded study examining 
the efficacy of a homegrown HIV prevention inter-
vention for young transgender women.”
  In today’s economic climate, there isn’t always 
enough money for public health organizations. Bud-
gets for small agencies become even tighter when 
the general economy takes a dip. Local agencies take 
the hit hardest because these valuable resources 
must then compete with each other for funding. The 
recent closing of BEHIV, flat-funding for the Ryan 
White Care Act and restrictions put on the AIDS Drug 
Assistance Program (ADAP) are all examples of the 
decline in public health funding. 

 “I fear the writing is on the wall and I’m a bit con-
cerned that some of the toughest years may be yet to 
come, requiring agencies and institutions to consider 
creative ways of generating income to partially offset 
a constriction of available public health dollars,” Ga-
rofalo explained. 
 Creative thinking is exactly how Garofalo plans to 
raise funds for his department at Children’s Memo-
rial Hospital. With the Fred Says Organization he is 
able to combine his love for his job, his passion for 
creativity and his puppy in order to raise money for 
healthcare among the uninsured. 
 “It’s about trying to take matters into our hands 
a bit, rather than simply relying on Ryan White or 
[the Chicago Department of Public Health] or local 
foundations. This is an effort to both raise awareness 
and hopefully raise capital for a worthy cause that is 
near and dear to my heart,” Garofalo said.
 Garofalo has spent his career helping patients cope 
with illness, but in 2006 he was diagnosed with can-
cer. Into his life came Fred, who helped him snap out 
of the inevitable depression that he felt after leaving 
HBHC. His staff has also felt the comforting effects 
of having the puppy in their lives, and out of that 
came Fred Says. 
 Though much of the Fred Says project is being ex-
ecuted by Garofalo, he was not alone in its inception: 
“It was started with my own and my staff’s personal 
resources, so we have taken quite a risk. There has 
been no organized PR effort, a friend actually wrote 
our press release on his lunch break. We do a lot of 
the marketing and outreach in our spare time and 
weekends, but we are having so much fun with it.”
 The Fred Says cards are available through www.
fredsays.org as well as at Unabridged Books on 
Broadway and Saugatuck Coffee on Halsted. The 
cards are sold in packs of 20. One box is equal to 
the amount of money it takes a patient to get to and 
from treatment, 30 boxes is equivalent to the labora-
tory costs of one HIV+ teen’s primary care and 300 
boxes would fully support an uninsured HIV+ teen for 
one year’s worth of primary care.  Fred Says is techni-
cally a direct-care fundraiser with 85-90% of profits 
going directly toward the Center for Gender, Sexuality 
and HIV Prevention at Children’s Memorial Hospital, 
which specifically goes toward paying for treatments 
of uninsured teens with HIV. The other 10-15% of 
profit goes toward keeping the group afloat.
 “I think this generation of LGBT youth and HIV+ 
youth show a strength, a resilience and resolve to 
succeed that I think is inspiring at times. I do be-
lieve that Chicago has a vibrant community of young 
people that can often serve as critical sources of 
support for one another in the absence of a larger 
community-based or familial ties,” said Garofalo.
 Regarding sales so far, Garofalo said: “Not bad, but 
this is a marathon, not a sprint. … I’m a dreamer, 
and ultimately I’d like to see this morph into a Fred 
Says Charitable Foundation that raises money and 
awareness of adolescent HIV in communities and 
agencies across the U.S. For now, I have 4,000 boxes 
of greeting cards in my living room that I’d love to 
sell.” 

‘Fred Says’: Cards for a Cause
Dr. Robert Garofalo and Fred, his dog.

Ellen DeGeneres. Press photo
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No golden years
for queer seniors
The last thing in the world many LGBT people 
want to be is a queer senior. And with good rea-
son: entering the “golden years” in the queer 
community can be like entering a living hell. 
 It means being dismissed by younger people 
as sexually and socially undesirable or being pa-
tronized because you’re a piece of living history. 
It’s being invisible in queer publications (except 
when you die and the gushing obits come out, 
saying what a great hero you once were, empha-
sis on “once”).
 It’s having the issues that are life and death 
to you (such as cuts to Social Security and other 
benefits you so desperately need to survive) ig-
nored by LGBT organizations too busy promoting 
marriage or political candidates who will end up 
backing more cuts.
  According to many studies and reports, queer 
seniors are poorer than their straight counter-

parts. With threatened cuts to every program 
that might benefit seniors, they stand to get 
poorer and less able to fend for themselves. Al-
ready, queer seniors are half as likely to have 
health insurance, and two-thirds as likely to live 
alone. Not to mention that they routinely face 
discrimination in medical and social services, 
retirement homes, and nursing care facilities. 
  By 2030, queer seniors will number about 3 
million. That’s a lot of people for the LGBT com-
munity to ignore. But unless things change, it’ll 
do just that—ignore them, as it does now. 
  We live in a youth-obsessed culture. A quick 
at TV and the movies will demonstrate that. 
Old age is perceived as a disease that has to be 
kept in check by any means necessary. There’s 
no reward for wrinkles or thinning hair, and no 
reverence for the wisdom of having lived many 
decades on this Earth.
 For me, the worst part about getting old is 
losing the ability to take care of myself. I’ve al-
ways been on my own. Ever since I was forced to 
leave home when I was 19 or 20 (Papa couldn’t 
deal with having an activist son), I’ve managed 
to work, put food on the table and pay rent. 
  I chose to work for nonprofits and small busi-
nesses that reflected my political views, so I 
never earned tremendous amounts of money. 
There were no fancy vacations or extravagant 
purchases nor a house with a lavender picket 
fence. Thankfully, I can look back at my work-
ing life and say that I contributed something to 

society.
  This doesn’t mean a hill of beans when I can’t 
pay the rent or go grocery shopping because the 
meager amount I may be forced to live on in my 
old age on will barely cover the essentials. Add 
on some sickness that needs constant medica-
tion and I could be seriously screwed.
  When I look at the agenda of queer organiza-
tions, I see nothing that reflects my needs as a 
queer senior—no lobbying for universal health-
care, no mobilizing against the cuts that are 
devastating services for elders and no advocacy 
for affordable housing or renter protections. Few 
cities have affordable LGBT senior housing, and 
even those that do have it don’t provide enough 
units to meet the need.
  I came out at a time when gay sex was illegal, 
gay-bashing was an honorable sport, discrimina-
tion was seen as reasonable and right, and being 
queer was the absolute worst thing you could 
possibly admit to. 
  Yet, getting old is the scariest thing I’ve faced 
in my life.
 Tommi Avicolli Mecca is editor of Smash 
the Church, Smash the State: the early years 
of gay liberation (City Lights Books). He is 
a longtime radical queer activist, writer and 
performer living in San Francisco. He writes 
a regular blog piece at opensalon.com under 
his own name and has a website at http://
www.avicollimecca.com.
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Crying for
Barbara Grier
     
She could raise you like a glorious garden. She 
could plough you under with the sharp tines of 
her raking words. She could see the promise of 
what you could yield or trample eager green first 
growth. Called a force of nature, she was more 
than that: she was the force itself and we were 
her fallow earth, her heritage seed, her variant 
crop of many colors.
 Her megalomania was my own: improving our 
lot in life. She devoted herself, and all around 
her, to nourishing and encouraging lesbians: 
Lesbis sustineo! (Lesbian, stand up!). Her meth-
ods could be elevating or harsh. She praised 
with one hand and bullied with the other, in-
timidating both the meek and the strong among 
us. She made me cry frequently, yet I’d also cried 
with the utter triumph and pleasure of holding a 
book of my own.
 Of course she had an oft-cursed habit of call-
ing her writers at the crack of dawn—it was her 
bounden duty to wake us up. She told me in 
just these words to “light up the skies!” and 
she meant that quite literally. The lesbian skies 
had been full of storm clouds far too long. She 
willed the sun to shine on us and shine it did, 
in the form of book after book, story after story, 
until she saw a deluge of lesbian literature. Our 
work is taught in universities. Libraries offer les-
bian children’s books. We sate ourselves on our 
harvest: mystery, romance, speculative fiction, 
classics, serious novels, historical stories, text 
books, poetry.
 She would have us keep farmers’ hours. She 
was our rooster rousing us, our overseer push-
ing us, our scarecrow guarding us. Her crops 
were writers and poets, yes, but also editors, 
distributors, booksellers, organizers, reviewers, 
shippers, lecturers, students, critics, activists, 
publishers, and most of all, readers. We flour-
ished, directly or indirectly, in her hands.
 It didn’t take a weatherman to know which 

way the wind blew even for lesbians. Our time 
was here. She seized that time and assigned us 
our graven duty: to awaken Lesbian Nation. She 
did her darnedest to synchronize our revolution. 
She woke early, slept little, seldom set down her 
phone.
 She wasn’t the only one, or even the first, but 
she had the vision, the will, the gay grit—she 
and the strong, soft-spoken, laughing butch at 
her side for 41 years, Donna McBride. For Bar-
bara Grier was the ultimate bossy femme. She 
knew what was best for us and would move 
heaven and earth to make us achieve that best 
if it killed us, or her. Donna made sure it didn’t 
kill her.
 Barbara Grier’s job was sales. She sold us on 
our talents. She marketed what we wrote. She 
charmed academics and earned the enmity of 
writers. She inveigled booksellers everywhere 
and cut deals with straight devils. She discov-
ered the power of profit and abandoned what no 
longer fed her bottom line.
 Then her work was done. With one foot in the 
age of closets, the other leading gay pride pa-
rades, she’d pioneered the wilderness between, 
set her labyris to trees hard as rock, bulldozed 
stone walls, then fertilized and tilled the for-
merly shaded soil and made it bloom. Where 
once there were a few toiling at that stubborn 
rock and soil, now there were generations har-
vesting. An entire civilization had become more 
civil for lesbians and gay men.
  Barbara was my mentor, my lesbian mother. 
I would have written, and written what I do, 
without her, but would any but the few have 
been able to read it? Would I have had this 
wealth of lesbian words to read? Much has been 
and should be made of Barbara Grier’s life. There 
should be mourning and forgiveness, gratitude 
and celebration. Whatever her accomplishments, 
successes and failures—her humanity—there is 
no denying that she is a mythic figure in our 
pantheon and will be remembered with rever-
ence.
 Copyright Lee Lynch 2011

LEE
LYNCH

Letters
Bishops in the wrong 

To the editor:
 
In criticizing Gov. Pat Quinn for honor-
ing a rape victim who also advocates for 
abortion rights, the Illinois Catholic bish-
ops, including Chicago Archbishop Francis 
George, have put their arrogance on public 
display.
 In condemning the work of the pro-
choice group Personal PAC, George and his 
colleagues—all male, of course—claimed 
to speak not only for themselves, but 
for the “common good.” This is the same 
“common good” or medieval “natural-law” 
dogma they employ to oppose not only 
civil unions and marriage, but all equality 
protections for LGBT people. In fact, the 
bishops seek to impose their own narrow 
religious view on all the people of Illinois. 
 However, even as politicians no longer 
tremble at Catholic hierarchy rebukes, 
some commentators have likened the Penn 
State child-sexual abuse scandal cover-up 
to what church leadership did for its own 
sexual predators. The legitimacy of these 
failed moral leaders is rightly challenged.
 Fortunately, the Catholics in the pews 
who are OK with LGBT equality, practice 
birth control and vote for public officials 
who back abortion rights increasingly re-
ject the chutzpah of the bishops.
 
Bob Schwartz
Gay Liberation Network

Send letters 
and viewpoints
to Andrew@
WindyCity

MediaGroup.com.
Items may be edited

for length 
and clarity.
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BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Out actor Denis O’Hare is having a Chicago 
homecoming with the Court Theatre’s Midwest 
premiere of An Iliad, now in previews before an 
official opening Nov. 19. 
 Yet, O’Hare won’t actually be acting at the 
Court with An Iliad. Instead, it’s his script co-
written with respected director Lisa Peterson 
that will be heard loud and clear. 
 O’Hare is famous nowadays for his acclaimed 
cable TV turns as the villainous vampire Russell 
Edgington in HBO’s True Blood and the burn vic-
tim Larry on FX’s American Horror Story. How-
ever, the Michigan native and Northwestern Uni-
versity graduate first made a name for himself 
as a theater actor in Chicago, and then in New 
York. 
 Longtime Chicago theater audiences may 
remember O’Hare from local productions like 
Hauptman, What the Butler Saw, Fuente Ovejuna 
and The Caucasian Chalk Circle (the latter three 
were at Court Theatre during its 1990-91 sea-
son). O’Hare moved to New York in 1992, later 
appearing in Broadway revivals of Cabaret, As-
sassins and Sweet Charity. O’Hare also won a 
Tony Award in 2003 for Richard Greenberg’s gay 
baseball drama Take Me Out. 
 O’Hare’s first playwriting credit came about 
when Peterson sought him out in 2005 to read 
and examine Robert Fagles’ English translation 
of Homer’s ancient Trojan War epic The Iliad. 
 “She said she approached me because I was 
the most anti-war person she knew,” O’Hare dur-
ing a telephone interview from Los Angeles. 

 “She kind of wanted to hack it out with me, 
but what we found working on An Iliad is that it 
defies the imposition of an agenda.” O’Hare said. 
“So as anti-war as I am and as much as I would 
love to use An Iliad as a platform to talk about 
that, it doesn’t entirely allow you to.” 
 Peterson and O’Hare initially read and dis-
cussed their views on The Iliad without a defi-
nite course on how they wanted to theatricalize 
the material. However, after numerous video-
taped discussions, readings and workshops (the 
two particularly luxuriated in a very helpful sum-
mer at the Sundance Institute’s Theatre Lab in 
Utah), Peterson and O’Hare crafted An Iliad into 
a one-man show in 2010.  
 “Ultimately what we came up with sort of or-
ganically was, ‘Who is this person talking? Is it 
Denis? Or another character?’” O’Hare said about 
the character of The Poet. “It just revealed to us 
that it was Homer and he’s been alive now for 
like 2,800 years and he’s been telling the story 
to anyone who will listen, and he will continue 
telling the story as long as he has to.”
 O’Hare was originally supposed to star in the 
world premiere of An Iliad at Seattle Rep, but 
his casting in True Blood scuttled those plans. 
Instead, Tony Award-winning actor Stephen Spi-
nella (Angels in America, Spring Awakening) ap-
peared in An Iliad in Seattle and a subsequent 
run at the McCarter Theatre in Princeton, N.J.
 Although there was talk between O’Hare and 
Peterson about him appearing in the Court pro-
duction of An Iliad, TV work once again pre-
vented him (this time it was American Horror 
Story). Yet O’Hare made certain that he will ap-

pear in An Iliad in February 2012 at the New 
York Theatre Workshop, where he will alternate 
performances with Spinella.  
 The Court Theatre is presenting An Iliad 
thanks to artistic director Charles Newell’s pre-
vious friendship with Peterson (O’Hare said Pe-
terson trusted Newell to honor their work). As 
The Poet, Newell cast Timothy Edward Kane (The 
Illusion, Rock ‘n’ Roll).
 “Our hope is by the end of the evening that 
you not only understand something about the 
impulse, or as the text says ‘this rage contained 
within all of us,’ but also how we have a choice 
with what we do with those emotions,” Newell 
said, adding that the actor Kane “is just turning 

himself inside-out emotionally in a very exposed 
and dangerous performance that I think will 
have some real impact.”  
 As for O’Hare, he’s currently enjoying his in-
creased national exposure as an actor thanks to 
TV and film work like The Good Wife, Milk and es-
pecially in True Blood. In fact, O’Hare was inter-
rupted mid-interview by a True Blood autograph 
seeker.
 “I’m old enough in this business that I sort of 
gave up on the idea that I would be discovered 
and turned into a movie star—that idea died 
when I was about 30 or 35, but I was very hap-
py being a working actor,” O’Hare said, adding 
that he didn’t entirely factor in garnering fame 
via cable TV. “I have no illusions about what it 
means and how long it will last, but I am enjoy-
ing it.”
 O’Hare himself was surprised at all the media 
coverage he got his past July when he married 
his longtime partner, interior designer Hugo 
Redwood, in New York just a few days after it 
became legal in that state.
 “I decided to go ahead and tweet something 
about my marriage and I guess there were a lot 
of journalists sitting around with nothing to do 
on the West Coast covering some sort of fall TV 
series launch and they all picked up on it and it 
went out like wildfire,” O’Hare said.
 Although O’Hare wouldn’t reveal any major 
True Blood plotlines, he did disclose that Rus-
sell Edgington will return even though he was 
seemingly killed off.
 “I’m coming back [for True Blood’s fifth series] 
mid-season because of An Iliad. I’m amazed that 
we were able to negotiate around that,” O’Hare 
said. “I’m very happy to come back and actually 
I got the first two scripts for True Blood and I’ve 
been hungrily reading them.”
 Although Newell hopes that audiences will 
come see O’Hare and Peterson’ An Iliad because 
it’s a critically acclaimed theatrical adaptation 
of a monumental epic of western civilization, 
he’s very open to welcoming in die-hard True 
Blood fans.   
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CRITICS’ PICKS
 Ariadne auf Naxos, Lyric Opera of Chi-
cago, Nov. 19 through Dec. 11. This comic 
opera by Richard Strauss and Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal insightfully and theatrically 
contrasts notions of high art versus low 
comedy and genuine love against passing 
infatuations. SCM
 Beauty of the Father, UrbanTheatre Com-
pany at Wicker Park Arts Center, through 
Nov. 19. Nilo Cruz channels Federico García 
Lorca in this romantic tale of smoldering 
tropical passions, featuring Madrid St. An-
gelo and Nicolas Gamboa, two of Chicago’s 
sexiest male actors, ripping one another’s 
bodices. MSB
 Momma’s Boyz, Teatro Vista at Chicago 
Dramatists, through Dec. 4. Cándido Tira-
do’s parable of poor boys making the wrong 
choices may be lacking in ghetto grit, but 
we are more than happy to spend time with 
the trio of comrades created by Steve Casil-
las, Jesse David and Marvin Quijada. MSB
  Or, Caffeine Theatre at Collaboraction’s 
space in the Flat Iron Arts Building, through 
Dec. 4. Liz Duffy Adams’ farcical comedy 
based upon the life of an important woman 
writer during the English Restoration is a 
fun gender-bending romp that plays fast 
and loose with historical details. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge
and Morgan

THEATER REVIEW

Maestro: The Art 
of Leonard 
Bernstein
Playwright: Hershey Felder
At: Royal George Theatre, 
1641 N. Halsted St.
Tickets: 312-988-9000; 
http://www.theroyalgeorgetheatre.com; 
$55
Runs through: Dec. 30

BY JONATHAN ABARBANEL
 
With Maestro, gifted pianist, actor and writ-
er Hershey Felder adds Leonard Bernstein 
(1918-1980) to his gallery of one-man shows 
about great composers, previously having 
played George Gershwin, Beethoven and Cho-
pin. That would be two 19th-century Europe-
an Catholics and two 20th-century American 
Jews. We’ll see if he tips the balance with his 
next piece, whenever that may be.
 As in earlier shows, Felder dazzles with his 
pianistic talent, personal magnetism and in-
tense performing focus, guided by his long-
time director Joel Zwick. Also, fortunately, he 
sings far better than Bernstein ever did. No 
one would want to listen to Lenny growl his 
way through “Maria” from West Side Story, but 
Felder is surprisingly good. His deep research 
into Bernstein’s life and art also is impres-
sive, even if his wig channels Phil Donahue 
(hair swept across) more than Bernstein (hair 
swept back).
 However, condensing a 72-year life into 
100 minutes requires leaving a great deal on 
the cutting-room floor. Most of the unpleas-
ant aspects of Bernstein’s personality (ego-
tistical, demanding and sometimes greedy 
in contractual matters) are left out, as are 
demonstrations of Bernstein at his charm-
ing and ebullient social best. Missing, too, 
is anything more than a passing reference to 
Bernstein’s deep commitment to progressive 
social causes and the state of Israel. How-
ever, for readers of this publication, the most 

glaring omission is full acknowledgment of 
Bernstein’s bisexuality from adolescence on-
ward, ending with his acceptance of his ho-
mosexuality when he left his wife of 25 years 
in 1976. Early in his career he was mentored 
by a coterie of influential gay men of music, 
among them composers Aaron Copland and 
Marc Blitzstein as well as conductor Dmitri 
Mitropoulos, so this aspect of his biography 
is crucial.
 On the other hand, this show is Maestro: 
The Art of Leonard Bernstein and not Lenny: 
The Life of Leonard Bernstein, and that dis-
tinction must be understood. Felder definitely 
chooses to emphasize the inspirations and 
craft of Bernstein the conductor and compos-
er (and the conflict between the two), rather 
than his personal dilemmas, which pretty 
much boil down to Bernstein’s overwhelm-
ing desire to be loved by everyone, as he 
once commented himself. To his great credit, 
Felder is as adept and passionate in explain-
ing the abstract and technical qualities of 
music as was Bernstein himself (in his many 
celebrated TV talks and recorded lectures), all 
of which makes the esoterica of music intel-
ligently accessible.
 As Felder observes in the program, Bern-
stein died just 30 years ago, which means 
many people still have strong memories of 
him and his work, and many are alive who 
knew him personally (myself among them). 
Maestro cannot possibly satisfy everyone’s 
memories and impressions of Bernstein, but 
it amply proves that Bernstein remains vigor-
ously contemporary.

THEATER REVIEW

Our Leading Lady
Playwright: Charles Busch
At: Project 891 Theatre Company 
at Edgewater Presbyterian Church,
1020 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Phone: 773-853-3210; $20
Runs through: Dec. 4

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE
 
“In the theater, no one is what they seem,” 
warns a doyenne of the stage. This is especially 
true when your playwright is Charles Busch, 
whose aesthetic mandates the elderly dowager 
being portrayed by a male actor in drag and the 
Chinese maidservant, by an African-American ac-
tress in white-face. The other company members 
whom we are told will perform for the President 
and his entourage at Ford’s Theatre in Washing-
ton, D.C., on April 14, 1865, are likewise broad 
stock-types—suave leading man, pompous lead-
ing lady, alcoholic soubrette, fey call-boy, et al. 
With the fatal gunshot, however, all backstage 
hijinks and green-room intrigues cease as the 
actors confront the end of their careers. 
 This an abrupt change of mood to accomplish 
with nothing but an intermission in which to 
catch our breath and recall that these hitherto 
caricatured personalities correspond to actual 
historical figures—in particular, Miss Laura 

Keene, whose legacy was not to be her appear-
ance in the main role of Tom Taylor’s popular 
comedy, Our American Cousin, but her comfort 
of the wounded Abraham Lincoln before the 
ambulances arrived. The events that Busch re-
counts may be speculation (at the very least), 
but they are framed in documented fact. There’s 
a juxtaposition that leaves us first chortling at 
the Confederate-sympathizing ingenue’s effete 
husband frantically concealing his peccadillo 
with a comely young understudy, then swiftly 
applauding Keene’s courageous defense of her 
colleagues against the calumny arising from the 
coincidence of the assassin having been—that’s 
right—an actor! 
 Under Michael Rashid’s nimble direction for the 
Project 891 Theatre Company, an ensemble led 
by the stately Mary Anne Bowman in full diva 
mode as Laura Keene, valiantly supported by 
Michelle X. Taylor as the wry-humored Madame 
Wu-Chan and “D.W. Taylor”—no relation—as the 
dotty Mrs. Maude Bentley, retain their dignity 
with never a giggle or wink, even when engag-
ing in cat-spats and chases (rendered even more 
uproarious by the combatants’ voluminous hoop-
skirts). Busch’s affection for his topic sometimes 
slows the production’s momentum, but its pace 
should quicken as the players settle into their 
roles. In the meantime, it’s worth arriving at the 
theater early just to hear the pre-show music. 
Yes, that’s Hugh Laurie playing boogie-woogie 
piano on “Swanee River.”

‘First Look’ 
at Steppenwolf
 Steppenwolf Theatre Company is present-
ing its 7th annual First Look Repertory of 
New Work—three developmental produc-
tions of new plays presented in reper-
tory—through Nov. 20 in The Steppenwolf 
Garage, 1624 N. Halsted St.
 The productions are Man in Love, by 
Christina Anderson; Want, by Zayd Dohrn; 
and Oblivion, a new play by Carly Mensch.
 Tickets are available at http://www.step-
penwolf.org or by calling Audience Services 
at 312-335-1650.

‘Dreamcoat’ at 
Paramount 
through Nov. 20
 Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® 
Dreamcoat—Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
Tim Rice’s musical portrait of Joseph, the 
favorite son—will run through Nov. 20 at 
the Paramount Theatre, 23 E. Galena Blvd., 
Aurora.
 Performances are Wednesdays at 1:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Thursdays at 7:30 
p.m.; Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays at 4 p.m. 
and 8 p.m.; and Sundays at 1 p.m. and 5 
p.m.
 Tickets are $34.90-$46.90. Visit http://
www.ParamountAurora or call the Para-
mount box office at 630-896-6666.

Hershey
Felder as
Leonard
Bernstein.
Photo by
Michael
Lamont

 SiNNERMAN Ensemble’s award-
winning Sweet Confinement is 
back in an all-new production. 
See what happens when five 
friends are reunited under some 
very unusual circumstances in 
Anna Carini’s 2008 comic drama. 
Sweet Confinement plays Nov. 
16-Dec. 17 at the Viaduct The-
atre, 3111 N. Western Ave. Per-
formance times are at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays through Saturdays and 
3 p.m. Sundays (no shows Nov. 
24 and 25). Tickets are $20 and 
$15 for students. Call 773-296-
6024 or visit http://www.viduct-
theatre.com.  Photo Credit: Ben 
Chandler

SPOTLIGHT

Our Leading Lady. Photo from the Project 891 Theatre Company
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DOUBLE REVIEW

Goodnight Moon 
The Musical
Book, Music and Lyrics: Chad Henry 
after Margaret Wise Brown
At: Chicago Children’s Theatre at Victory 
Gardens Biograph Theater, 
2433 N. Lincoln Ave.
Tickets: 773-871-3000; $26-$36
Runs through: Dec. 23

Walk Two Moons
Playwright: Tom Arvetis from Sharon Creech
At: Adventure Stage Chicago, 
1012 N. Noble St.
Phone: 773-342-4141; $12-$20
Runs through: Dec. 3

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

There are two children’s play adaptations based 
upon acclaimed books with the word “moon” 
in their titles currently playing in Chicago. But 
don’t let the plays’ target demographic scare you 
away from going, for both works should appeal 
to adult theatergoers as much as they will for 
the little ones.
 Goodnight Moon is a much beloved children’s 
book from the 1940s by Margaret Wise Brown 
and illustrated by Clement Hurd. No doubt tradi-
tionalists will be aghast at how composer/lyri-
cist Chad Henry has expanded this sweet, albeit 
staid, bedtime story into a brassy and special 
effects-filled 65-minute musical.
 As produced by Chicago Children’s Theatre at 
the Victory Gardens Biograph Theater, Goodnight 
Moon comes off like an extended episode of Pee 
Wee’s Playhouse mixed with the grownup sar-
casm of the adults-only bedtime book Go the 
Fuck to Sleep (note that there is no profanity in 
this production).
 You see, Alex Goodrich’s multi-talented and 
very imaginative Bunny just will not go to 
sleep. But who could blame him when there are 
so many dizzying distractions in designers Jac-
queline and Richard Penrod’s amazing set that 
skillfully brings Hurd’s book illustrations to vivid 
life (the applause the set receives when first re-
vealed is whole-heartedly earned).
 Director David Kersnar has a wild time with 

Goodrich and his fellow cast mates Sara Sevigny, 
Becky Poole and Aaron Holland, who each play 
Mother Goose characters and the book’s illus-
trated inhabitants with plenty of razzle-dazzle 
gusto and savvy asides directed at the adults in 
the audience.
 Adults should also appreciate Adventure Stage 
Chicago’s Walk Two Moons, which is based upon 
Sharon Creech’s Newbery Medal-winning novel.
 Walk Two Moons is unflinching when it comes 
to heavy issues like the abandonment by a par-
ent and the death of a close relative. Rather 
than shield kids from these topics, Creech and 
play adaptor Tom Arvetis find an entertaining 
and melodramatically empathizing way of bring-
ing these difficult issues to the fore.
 Arvetis is mostly successful with his adapta-
tion, which is wonderfully performed by a fine 
acting company taking on multiple roles under 
Matthew Reeder’s astute direction. Yet there 
times when Creech’s multi-plot novel sometimes 
gets the better of Arvetis and things like the 
mysterious notes go unexplained. 
 Yet Walk Two Moons will undoubtedly spur con-
versation between parents and kids, and hope-
fully make them feel closer together when they 
inevitably have to face up to some of the dif-
ficult issues touched upon in Walk Two Moons.
 So shine on with Goodnight Moon and Walk 
Two Moons. Both shows illustrate why children’s 
theater need not be limited to kid’s stuff. 

THEATER REVIEW

Assisted Living
Playwright: Deirdre O’Connor
At: Profiles Theatre at Second Stage 
(fka Stage Left), 
3408 N. Sheffield Ave.
Phone: 773-549-1815;$35-$40
Runs through: Dec. 18

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE
 
The siblings in Deirdre O’Connor’s play may 
be named “Kelly,” but their filial dynamic is 
not exclusive to Irish families: Big sister Anne 
was always the leader, while little brother 
Jimmy tagged behind. Now that they are in 
their 30s, with their elderly mother suffering 
from arthritis and dementia, Anne has as-
sumed all household responsibilities, Jimmy’s 
chief contribution being to withdraw, lest 
he inflict his clumsiness on Anne’s unswerv-
ing efficiency. Intervention is clearly in order 
for these two stressed-out and guilt-ridden 
adults mired down in dysfunctional behavior 
patterns forged in childhood. 
 The first arrives with the hiring of a pain-
fully inexperienced, barely post-adolescent 
home-care attendant whose determination 
to atone for his past mistakes is manifested 
in compulsive nurturing, gradually lifting 
some of the burden off Anne’s weary shoul-
ders. The second is a likewise young, very 
pregnant girlfriend whom Jimmy—no, make 
that “Jim”—vows to protect as a babydaddy 

should, even as he flounders in his efforts to 
carry out his intentions. Will this confluence 
heal the conflicts that harry this beleaguered 
clan—whose members include, though we 
never see them, the ill-tempered matriarch 
and the unborn addition called only “the 
belly” by its prospective parents?
 Of course, they do! Levi is someone on 
which Anne can rely. Christina looks to Jimmy 
as somebody to be relied upon. Mother Kelly 
is told that she will soon have a grandchild. 
As everyone gradually acclimates to these un-
familiar roles, Anne and Jimmy come to see 
each other as the individuals they are, rather 
than the unfinished people they were. Thus it 
is that when evidence of human imperfections 
disrupt their newfound serenity, rather than 
lament the inevitable betrayal, they are able 
to forgive one another and bond in mutual 
support.
 Profiles Theatre, renowned for hard-hitting 
drama, now demonstrates its prowess with 
softer material, lending to the Kellys’ progress 
a forthright candor deftly impeding any pro-
pensity toward cloying caricature. Under Joe 
Jahraus’ direction, the quartet of Stacy Stoltz, 
Layne Manzer, Jordan Stacey and Shannon 
Hollander deliver sensitive, unmannered per-
formances devoid of actorly swagger. Scenic 
designer David Ferguson’s fully functional 
kitchen reflects domesticity gone temporar-
ily awry, while sound designer Jeffrey Levin’s 
score of delicate incidental music, hinting at 
sunshine on the horizon, promises warmth for 
a chilly late-fall season. 

Goodnight Moon. Photo by Michael Brosilow
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THEATER REVIEW

Reservoir Dogs
Original words by Quentin Tarantino, 
adapted by Roundhouse Productions
At: Think Tank, 1770 W. Berteau
Tickets: Online at brownpapertickets.com 
and at the door; $15 
Runs through: Dec. 10

BY STEVEN CHAITMAN

The stage seems as good a place as any for Res-
ervoir Dogs, Quentin Tarantino’s verbose and 
largely stationary feature-film debut, and when 
you’re a fledgling theatre company like Round-
house Productions, when the performance space 
you can afford to rent is second only to using 
an actual abandoned warehouse, you’re halfway 
home. However, instead of taking the gimme, di-
rector and Roadhouse co-founder Cody Evans has 
gone a step further and cast his dogs as females. 
 Anyone expecting a slightly burlesque drag-
king production should check that at the door. 
These women—albeit young women, many of 
whom are recent college grads—are indeed 
playing women criminals, and their objective is 
to prove that ladies can handle the excessive 

cursing and fighting and bring the same level of 
badass to this iconic story.
 Opposite sex casting and redubbing characters 
“Ms.” White and “Ms.” Pink are easy switches to 
flip, but accomplishing it all the way through 
the soul of each character poses a much more 
immense challenge. The ladies of Reservoir Dogs 
have fun with the crude dialogue and some even 
give commanding performances, but the idea of 
“let’s let the girls show what they can do” drives 
the performance more than addressing how the 
story might have felt different if the criminals 
had all been women.
 Regardless of the artistic depth of the choice to 
cast women, the key here is that this production 
won’t leave many people pining for the guttural 
machismo of a male performance. Some of the 
girls have trouble with the dialogue, mostly in 
the beginning with the take on the diner scene, 
but this stems from the difficulty of Tarantino’s 
conversational style and tightly scripted use of 
cursing. It takes a certain skill set to make it all 
feel natural, but that’s a matter of experience, 
not sex.
 Once the tension ratchets up after the heist 
goes wrong, the high drama helps get the ladies 
into their element, which immerses the audience 
and creates a rhythm to the rest of the play. 

Brittany Ellis, as Ms. White (the Harvey Keitel 
character), demonstrates the best command of 
the dialogue among the black-tie gang while 
Whitney LaMora comes in as Ms. Blonde (the 
sinister Michael Madsen character) and takes the 
action to a whole other level. The (Ms.) Blonde 
role presents the most intimidating challenge, in 
part due to the film’s unforgettable “Stuck in the 
Middle” sequence, but she makes the part her 
own while still conveying the character’s mali-
cious and psychotic nature. 
 Fans of the film will be disappointed that this 
production strips the (Ms.) Orange subplot and 
character of a lot of power, as all the flashback 
scenes prior to the warehouse action are lumped 
into the beginning to avoid lengthy costume 
changes. This zaps all the tension over who the 
rat could be, but the core of the film, the ideas 
of trust and human nature as embodied in Ms. 
White’s kinship with Ms. Orange, still prevail. 
You could argue they are even magnified a bit 
by the feminine energy on stage as bonds of 
friendship obviously have a different chemistry 
between two women as compared to two men.
 Watching the cast operate you can tell this 
production has united them in a way that more 
typically feminine and distinctly less ballsy ma-
terial simply can’t. Also, despite the challenges 
of young actors doing Tarantino, they still prove 
their thesis that women can, in fact, bring a 
similar bravado to a story written entirely for 
men. In effect, they successfully answer the 
film’s seminal question as it applies to them: 
“Are you gonna bark all day, little doggy, or are 
you gonna bite?”
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Tickets available now! 
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Global 
Rhythms 7

November 26 at 8pm
November 27 at 7pm

Harris Theater in Millennium Park
with Step Afrika!, Ensemble Español Spanish Dance Theater, 

Mexican Folkloric Dance Company, Sones de Mexico and more!

Next Weekend - Only 2 Performances!

 “We work in a very complicated market-
place,” Newell said. “If Denis O’Hare’s act-
ing in other aspects of the entertainment 
world draws some attention to people com-
ing out to see An Iliad, then fantastic.”
 An Iliad continues through Dec. 11 at 
the Court Theatre, 5535 S. Ellis. Perfor-
mances are at 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays, 3 and 8 p.m. 
Saturdays and 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Sundays. 
Tickets are $30-$40 for previews; $40-$60 
for the regular run. Call 773-753-4472 or 
visit http://www.CourtTheatre.org.

Black Theater Ensemble’s new home 
 Despite the downturn in the economy, 
Black Theater Ensemble (BTE) is open-
ing its sparkling new $19 million theater 
complex at 4450 N. Clark as scheduled at 
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 18. Expected guests in-
clude politicians like Gov. Pat Quinn and 
even celebrities like Dionne Warwick to 
sing the praises of BTE founder and artistic 
director Jackie Taylor for bringing her vi-
sion of the Black Theater Ensemble Cultural 
Center to life. 
 The opening show is a revival of The 
Jackie Wilson Story, BTE’s most acclaimed 
show that also subsequently played at the 
Apollo Theatre in New York City’s Harlem 
neighborhood and helped launch the New 
York career of actor Chester Gregory (cur-
rently starring on Broadway in Sister Act). 
 Tickets to the opening gala are $300, but 
a free open house is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 19. For more information, 
visit http://blackensembletheater.org.

O’HARE from page 19

Reservoir Dogs.

‘Jim Flint: The Boy
from Peoria’ book
available Nov. 20
 CHICAGO— Burlesque meets Priscilla Queen 
of the Desert in the new biography of Jim 
Flint, founder and owner of the world-famous 
Baton Show Lounge in Chicago—where the 
finest of female impersonators have been 
strutting their stuff onstage for more than 
40 years. Jim Flint: The Boy From Peoria, by 
Tracy Baim and Owen Keehnen (Prairie Av-
enue Productions, 528 pages), chronicles the 
unfettered life of this pioneer of the modern 
LGBT community. The book is available start-
ing Nov. 20 from Amazon.com. The black-and-
white version is $29.95 and the deluxe color 
edition is $89. The black-and-white version 
will also be available after Nov. 25 in Chicago 
at Women & Children First and Unabridged 
bookstores as well as the Baton Show Lounge.
 The Chicago book launch party for Jim Flint: 
The Boy From Peoria will be Wed., Dec. 7, 
6:30-10 p.m. at 3160—one of Flint’s clubs—
at 3160 N. Clark St. Baim and Keehnen will 
join Flint.
 After a childhood of poverty and a stint in 
the Navy, Flint embodied his be-who-you-are 
philosophy at a time when conformity was 
king and to be openly gay was a risky busi-
ness. Running a gay bar in Chicago in the 
1960s and 1970s meant placating corrupt 
cops and dealing with shadowy local Mafiosi, 
as Flint himself testified in a Mob trial in the 
early 1980s. 
 During his flamboyant career, Flint also 
owned a down-and-dirty leather bar, headed a 
gay motorcycle club, threw lavish Halloween 
costume reviews, became a founder of the gay 
sports movement, created the now-nation-
wide Continental Pageant System and ran for 
the Cook County Board of Commissioners as 
one of Chicago’s first openly gay candidates. 
 Known to many by his drag name, Felicia, 
Flint has attracted colorful people from all 
walks of life. In Jim Flint: The Boy From Peoria, 

you’ll meet dozens of the unforgettable char-
acters who populate Flint’s world: barkeepers, 
sports people, politicians, activists, and en-
tertainers, such as Baton stars Chilli Pepper 
and Mimi Marks, transgender entertainment 
legends Alexandra Billings and Candis Cayne, 
and the Continental pageant family—a glit-
tering array of the beads-boas-and-sequins 
crowd who inhabit the spotlights, the dress-
ing rooms, and the glamorous, competitive 
world of female impersonation. 
 Their funny, sometimes tragic tales of tri-
umph over adversity will inspire you, amid 
dangers of addiction, domestic violence, se-
rial killers, murder and, of course, the AIDS 
epidemic. At the center of their stories is the 
enigmatic Flint himself—a warm-hearted, 
generous, quick-tempered visionary of LGBT 
Chicago.
 Jim Flint: The Boy From Peoria, which also 
revisits the burgeoning and powerful Chica-
go gay movement of the 1960s through the 
1980s, was edited by William B. Kelley and 
Jorjet Harper, with design by Kirk Williamson.

www.harristheaterchicago.org
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Predating The Runaways and The Go-Go’s, Fan-
ny was one of the first all-female rock bands 
signed to a major label. These pioneers are men-
tioned in the powerful documentary Hit So Hard, 
which focuses on Hole’s lesbian drummer Patty 
Schemel. 
 Fanny members June and Jean Millington re-
turn with the album Play Like a Girl. The title 
track has a fiery inspiration for women artists, 
“C’mon and rock the world. If they tell you, ‘you 
can’t do it,’ you just turn it up and play like 
a girl.” “I Love Your Hair!” is an ode to aging 
naturally and going gaga over grays. The ageless 
message behind “One for Change” is that change 
happens one person at a time. “Terrible Things” 
is not such a terrible thing; it is laid back and 
smooth. 
 Sister Jean has a sweet, shy smile, while June 
has striking, long white locks and is an out les-
bian. Play Like a Girl is out now via Fabulous 
Records. 
 TimPermanent cleverly tackles Robyn’s elec-
tro-pop anthem “Dancing on My Own.” Here, he 
adds a queer twist by not changing the lyrics 
as he sings, “I’m in the corner, watching you 

kiss her … I’m not the 
girl you’re taking home.” 
Unlike the original, Tim-
Permanent’s terrific take 
is stripped down with just 
him and an acoustic guitar. 
   Similar to Robyn’s releas-
es, TimPermanent’s new EP 
Resident has both sugary 
pop-electro numbers and 
a stirring ballad, “In the 
Dark.” “Busy” is witty, as it 
captures today’s over-caf-
feinated, fast-paced life, 
which bleeds nicely into 
the entrancing rhythm on 
“Dance Floor Lost.” Tim-
Permanent makes a mov-
ing plea over electronic 
beats on “Give It to Me.” 

“Mindset” is an epic piece with hints of drum n 
bass and layered vocals that would make Imogen 
Heap proud. The EP Resident and his remake of 
“Dancing on My Own” are out now. 
 Sometimes technology gets the best of us. 
California-based trans-artist Alyras lost her 
demos for what would become her album Art of 
Pop ~ Passages 1 in 2004. She was able to un-
earth nine of these songs and has issued The 
Unfinished Album. 
 Throughout the set, there is a clear world-
music influence, as well as an R&B flare and 
spiritual enlightenment. The beautiful “What’s 
My Motivation,” has a hip-shaking groove. The 
opener has a very catchy chorus as Alyras purrs, 
“I don’t know what it is, but baby, there’s just 
somethin’ about you.” This cut easily could have 
been from Michael Jackson’s Bad or Dangerous 
sessions. 
 Both The Unfinished Album and Art of Pop ~ 
Passages 1 can be found on http:// www.artof-
pop.com and iTunes.
 If The Cars and Blondie procreated in the early 
’80s and the offspring was raised in England 

then moved to Brooklyn, that child would be 
Deluka. The band’s fantastic outing, You Are the 
Night, came out last year. “OMFG” is making an 
impact stateside. On the chorus, Ellie Innocenti 
sings, “I try to figure it out, but it is killing me. 
I need to cut out the noise, it gets on top of 
me.” The album’s lead single “Cascade” is one of 
my favorites from 2010. There is a candy-coated 
double-clap and a delicious hook that leads into 
the chorus, “My heart beats like a drum and I 
know I’m not the only one.” 
 You Are the Night also includes several rock-
meets-electro goodies like “Come Back to Me” 
and “Morning Comes.” Deluka is the sole reason 
I would have gone to Lollapalooza this year. Ac-
cording to the band’s website, a follow up to You 
Are the Night is in the works. 
 Beloved singer Evelyn “Champagne” King 
was the subject of an episode of Unsung on 
TVOne. This program delved into her personal 
life and touched upon her overlooked yet worth-
while album Open Book. King is best known for 
the disco hits “Shame” and “Love Come Down.” 
 King returns to her dance-floor roots with “Ev-
erybody.” This collaboration with San Francisco’s 

Miguel Migs has an irresistibly juicy beat. Re-
mixes of “Everybody” have been commissioned 
by Aki Bergen and Nav Izadi. Migs’ album Out-
side the Skyline also features Meshell Ndegeo-
cello on “Close Your Eyes” and “Tonight” and 
Bibel Gilberto on “Zuzu.” 
 There is some humor and a lot of truth to the 
statement that Brian Kent is the gay male coun-
terpart to Kristine W. Both focus on dance mu-
sic, have songs with impressively big choruses 
and convey an uplifting message in their mate-
rial. The former ice skater’s latest, “Su-Su-Su-
Superstar,” still brings the FDA requirement of 
sunshine, as he sings “open your eyes and try 
to see … you’re a superstar.” Yes, it gives me a 
happy flashback to “You’re a Superstar” by Love, 
Inc. with Simone Denny on vocal duties.
 Mike Ruiz directs the video to “Su-Su-Su-Su-
perstar.” Bianca Del Rio and Acid Betty are just 
some of the many cameos in the clip. Remixes 
come courtesy of Loverush UK!, Drew G. & Brian 
Cua, Timothy Allan, Dr. Brooks and Sted-E & Hy-
brid and are out now. This will satiate us fans 
until Kent’s forthcoming album comes out.

POP
MAKING
SENSE

BY DAVID BYRNE 
WITH TONY PEREGRIN

TimPermanent.

AN ILIAD
By Denis O’Hare & Lisa Peterson
Based on Homer’s THE ILIAD, Translated by Robert Fagles
Directed by Charles Newell, Featuring Timothy Edward Kane
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BY JERRY NUNN

Singer/songwriter Tori Amos gained fame from 
the piano and such songs as “Crucify” and “A 
Sorta Fairytale.” She has been nominated for 
eight Grammy Awards and continues to develop 
groundbreaking music. Performing in bars since 
she was 13, her live shows over the years have 
been something not to miss and luckily she hits 
the road again this fall. 
 Windy City Times: Hi, Tori. I just listened 
to your new album, Night of Hunters. What 
inspired this project?
 Tori Amos: Deutsche Grammophon approached 
me. They are the classical side of Universal Mu-
sic. Their doctor of musicology, Doctor Alexander 
Berg, found me out in the world about a year 
ago. He said, “I think you should write a 21st-
century song cycle based on classical themes.” I 

said, “I think I need a drink!”
 WCT: [Laughs] Of course, that is a big un-
dertaking.
 TA: Come on, Jerry. That is a tall order. 
 WCT: Huge…
 TA: It was huge, very challenging. It was 
throw-shit time at times. When you start work-
ing with the master’s works it is very difficult 
stuff. I knew enough going to Peabody [Insti-
tute of the Johns Hopkins University] as a kid it 
is not fucking one-four-five-one chord progres-
sion. It is really complicated. 
 These are cathedrals because you are talking 
about sonic structures. It is not like little beach 
houses that are cute. You are building big stuff 
sonically. I have a pretty good career and doing 
something like this could really screw it up. But 
when do pop songwriters get an opportunity to 
do this with Deutsche Grammophon? I should be 
thankful! [Laughs]
 WCT: Was there a composer who you con-
nected with personally?
 TA: Yes, all the ones that made it on were the 
big ones but I would say that the Schubert piece 
“Star Whisperer”—the variation of his sonata—
was really the key that unlocked it all for me. 
I always loved the fact that he was probably 
one of the first songwriters. He wrote, like, 700 
songs on top of all of the big works that he did. 
I knew I didn’t want to touch his songwriting 
material. I wanted to do something that wasn’t 
in that form. I told Doctor Berg not to send me 
songs that I wanted to make variations on songs 
that were not in a song form. I wanted him to 

send me a lot of music because all I knew were 
the recital pieces that I played in the past. 
 WCT: As far as classical music, I am a big 
fan of Franz Liszt, with his piano range. 
 TA: He came very close and was in the last 
running! He was with me the whole time and 
I kind of looked at him and said, “Maybe part 
two…”
 WCT: I will have to wait for that.
 TA: Well, yeah if it ever happens. Truly, he 
was there guiding me through the whole thing, 
showing me things. That might sound crazy but 
there were composers whose energy was there in 
the trenches of this project. 
 WCT: I told your old buddy Rufus Wain-
wright that he reminded me of Franz.
 TA: I bet he loved that. Franz Liszt was a la-
dies man.
 WCT: Franz was also dramatic.
 TA: Yes, very dramatic.
 WCT: Describe the various voices on the re-
cord.
 TA: Okay there are characters on this. An-
nabelle is the shape-shifting creature and the 
story is set in Ireland. Tori meets Annabelle on 
the second song. She shows her things that hap-
pened even from a past life. It is really going 
into the myth of Ireland itself back in time with 
a lover. 
 Annabelle works as a representation of nature, 
as all good song cycles. It affects the protago-
nist in a way that gets them to see another part 
of their life that they are not able to see. An-
nabelle is played by Natashya who is ten and my 
daughter. 
 WCT: Talent runs in the family.
 TA: She has been accepted into the Sylvia 
Young School in London. She has been acting at 
Stagecoach for over three years. I have seen her 
in productions and she has a real comedic side. 
She has all kinds of accents and is a certain type 
of actor. Even though she is a child I knew she 
could play timeless. Getting a child to say some 
of the things that Annabelle says is tough, espe-
cially singing in pitch and rhythm wise. I knew 
what Tashya’s gifts are I can design Annabelle 
around her. That was the trick. 
 With Annabelle I needed to develop the maid-
en side of the triple goddess because it is Irish 
mythology. I thought, “Let’s bring nature as a 
child.”
 WCT: There is another voice, also.
 TA: Yes, the fire muse that is in “Night of Hunt-
ers.” That is played by Kelsey, my niece. Both my 
daughter and her were on Midwinter Graces so I 
have worked with them before. 

  WCT: It’s a family affair. What is your live 
show going to be like this time out?
 TA: The live show is with a string quartet who 
played on the record. There is a quartet of wood-
winds as well so an octet. Many work in sympho-
nies so we could only take the quartet out. So 
we rearranged some of the catalogue for string 
quartet and piano. 
 WCT: How do you decide on a set list with 
this many albums?
 TA: Well, the first thing is building the reper-
toire. Since mine is so big I can really change 
the shows up. When I hit the American leg we 
will have the biggest repertoire since we will 
have more time. I always rehearse at sound 
check. That is when you work material up. 
 My sound checks are usually two hours and 
mandatory for everybody. That is why my live 
show always gets a reputation because we are 
always adding new songs in. For September we 
had to make some pretty tough choices about 
what gets in the first group. It is not because 
they are favorites from the catalogue but we 
have to do ones with a full string section. We 
will have some that have never had a string ar-
rangement be arranged a piano part that I play. 
 WCT: I can’t believe your album Little Earth-
quakes will have its 20th anniversary next 
year.
 TA: Crazy, huh? 
 WCT: Are you doing anything special for it?
 TA: Actually I am. I recorded recently with 
the Metropolitan Dutch Orchestra. The whole 20 
years have been rearranged for them. They are a 
54-piece orchestra. That was really fun singing 
songs from the records all together with a full 
orchestral approach.
 WCT: You are so appreciative to your fans. 
Anything special you want to say to your gay 
fans?
 TA: They have to get involved in this next elec-
tion. We can’t sleep through this one. It is scary 
times. I know a lot of creative friends, whatever 
their sexuality, gay, straight, bi, whatever it is, 
sometimes think it will work out but maybe not 
this time. We have to be awake and watchful. We 
all need to vote. We can’t just not participate 
because decisions are being made for our world 
that we maybe cannot live with. I am just light-
ing a nice fire, not an awful one. You can roast 
marshmallows at it. You can sing Kumbaya if you 
want but get out and vote. I am not being MTV 
Rock the Vote. I am being much more pragmatic 
about it and almost threatening. If those of us 
want to see the world in a more accepting way 
and don’t participate then our world may not 
look the way we want it to in five years time. 
 WCT: That is a good point.
 TA: The gay coalition is big enough now to 
make a dent. We don’t want to wake up to a 
world where everyone is as open minded as we 
all are. It won’t be that easy to change later. 
Once they put laws in different states it is hard 
to turn it around. The younger generation looks 
around and thinks what can they do but it can 
get so much worse! We need a fire in our belly. 
Our world could change in a way that is creative 
or destructive to freedom thinking people. 
 WCT: Your fundraiser, RAINN (Rape, Abuse 
and Incest National Network), has been a 
continuing project. 
 TA: The latest has been to make it Spanish-
speaking as well. The good news is there is a lot 
of passion for that but the bad news is that it 
is necessary. RAINN is a charity that is needed. 
With all this technology and accomplishments 
even in the 21st century, unfortunately, there is 
still a lot of sexual violence out there. The latest 
is to propel a Spanish-speaking hotline. 
 WCT: Since you will be here in December, 
are you performing anything from your Mid-
winter Graces album?
 TA: It is in the group to be made for the string 
quartet, yes. 
 For information on the tour and purchasing 
the album visit http://www.toriamos.com. 
Tickets are on sale now for the Dec. 10 show 
at the Chicago Theatre, 175 N. State St.
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NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Tori Amos:
Classical music 
and her gay fans
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BY JERRY NUNN

Kelly Osbourne grew up in front of our eyes on 
her family’s television show, The Osbournes, on 
MTV. She has made marks in singing, dancing 
and acting through the years, and has a new 
movie with Miley Cyrus on the horizon as well as 
more seasons of the Fashion Police on E!
 Nunn on One recently sat down with Osbourne 
at a casting call searching for the new spokes-
person for the Material Girl line at Macy’s on 
State Street. 
 Windy City Times: Hi, Kelly. How are you 
feeling after your recent accident?
 Kelly Osbourne: It was a bit of a shock. That is 
why I am wearing this hat. 
 I am doing much better than I was for sure. I 
had never cracked my head open before. It was a 
complete and utter accident, which makes it all 
the more embarrassing. It wasn’t like someone 
hit me or I fell. I was showing someone how 
to ballroom-dance, he dipped me back and my 
head hit the corner of a speaker. Luckily one of 
the security men used to be a paramedic and he 
cleaned me up. The cut was a paper cut but it 
bled so much! So we thought it would be the 
end of the night and [we’d just] go home. I went 
to a hotel and didn’t feel right; then next thing I 
knew, I was in an ambulance. It was very scary.
 WCT: Well, I am glad you made it back to 
Chicago.
 KO: I couldn’t let anyone down with this 
event.
 WCT: You have been to our city many times 
recently. 
 KO: I have been here three or four times in the 
last two months. 
 WCT: I was in the audience at The Rosie 
Show when you appeared there.
 KO: It was fun, wasn’t it? Don’t you think it is 
a great show?
 WCT: Yes, absolutely.
 KO: She has a great way of making everyone 
feel welcome and feel a part of it. 
 WCT: Now I can finally tell you face-to-face 
what standing up to the L.A. protesters at 
Gay Pride meant to me. Thank you and your 
mother, Sharon.
 KO: That is something that we will always 
fight for no matter what is equal rights. Nobody 
has the right to say who you can or can’t love, 
nobody. No god that I have ever heard of has the 
right to say that. 
 WCT: I spoke with your friend Martyn Law-
rence Bullard and he told me to hit you up on 
Twitter if I want an interview with you.
 KO: [Laughs] Yes, I am on there a lot.
 WCT: Did Madonna reach out to you for the 
Material Girl collection?
 KO: It was actually through Lola. We met on 
the side of the stage during a Jay-Z show in Lon-
don at Hyde Park. Someone came up to me and 
asked if I would meet their friend Lola. I didn’t 
think for a second that they meant Lourdes be-
cause I didn’t know that was her nickname or 
anything. All of a sudden she was standing right 
in front of me and I thought, “Don’t fan out or 
be a dork.” 
 I was trying to keep my cool and I could tell 
she was trying to keep her cool, too. We started 
talking about fashion and we exchanged phone 
numbers. We texted a bit and then a couple of 
months went by. After that I got the phone call 
asking if I wanted to be the next Material Girl. 
I was so excited and said, “Of course!” I was 
scared shitless because I am not a model. 
 WCT: How hands-on do you get to be?

 KO: I don’t have anything to do with design-
ing the clothes. That is all Lola and Madonna. 
They deal with that. My favorite part of the job 
are the mall appearances. When I think about a 
mall appearance I always think about the singer 
Tiffany singing, “I Think We’re Alone Now.” I was 
worried that was what I would be doing with a 
mall appearance. It ended up becoming these 
amazing experiences. 
 Last time I was here in Chicago there were 
mothers crying with their daughters. They get 
the opportunity to ask me any questions about 
fashion, style, self-confidence—whatever it 
would be. These appearances started to become 
these motivational speaking sessions. They were 
crazy! It was such a delight to me to meet the 
people that are the reason that I have what I 
have. They always cut off the line at a certain 
point but I tell them, “They have waited here for 
hours and I am not going to not take a picture 
with them. It is not fair.” So it has been an 
amazing journey. The fact that they asked me to 
find the next Material Girl spokesmodel is such 
an honor in itself as well. I get to pick who will 
fill my shoes but still get to be in the photo 
shoots with them. 
 WCT: You get to mentor them…
 KO: Yes, help them along the way, that’s it. I 
find that to be an amazing opportunity that has 
been given to me. 
 WCT: How has the casting been going?
 KO: It has been incredible, to be honest 
with you. I have had all types of women; you 
wouldn’t believe it. We have had a couple of 
diamonds in the rough that I am really hoping 
to get through with [Madonna’s] and Lola’s ap-
proval. When people come in and hand us their 
model card then they are automatically not in 
the competition because we are not looking for 
a model. When they hand us a Ford modeling 
card then I say, “Thank you for waiting in line 
but that is exactly what we are not looking for.” 
 WCT: So you want the everyday kind of per-
son.
 KO: We are looking for a true Material Girl, 
somebody who likes to have fun with fashion. 
Who likes to take risks, confident in who they 
are, that doesn’t care what people think of 
them. They have to be a good public speaker 
because you have to do these appearances. They 
need to be an all-around cool chick, a true Mate-
rial Girl. 
 WCT: It’s like American’s Top Material Girl!
 KO: It really is. It is becoming like that. 
 WCT: Will there ever be some Material Boy 
clothes?
 KO: That would be interesting but I think it 
will always be a female line, without sounding 
too sexist. You never know but I don’t think a 
boy is going to go into the shop and want to buy 
that Material Girl jacket unless it is the boys out 
there with the flair!
 WCT: What is the next event you are cover-
ing with Fashion Police?
 KO: I land tomorrow. I go to bed, then at 6 
a.m. I am taping Fashion Police. 
 WCT: With my buddies Joan and Giuliana...
 KO: I love them!
 WCT: Is there a website people can go to 
audition to be the next face of Material Girl?
 KO: That is what I want to get across to peo-
ple. If you can’t go to one of the castings then 
you can sign up online. Click on the website, 
post a picture of yourself and write up to a 100 
words why you think you could be the next Ma-
terial Girl. People can vote online as well. We are 
going to narrow it down to 36. Those picks will 

all go on the Internet and people vote for the 
top 10. The top 10 get flown to New York and 
I believe it will be me, Madonna, and Lola who 
pick the final winner. 
 WCT: They should film a reality show about 
that one. 
 KO: It would be interesting. It is scary for me 
because the girls that come leave everything 
they have out on the table in such a vulner-
able way. They stand in the middle of Macy’s 
having to explain to me whom they have never 

met before why they should be the next Material 
Girl. Some girls just panic and lose it. I calm 
them down a bit and tell them we are not going 
to bite. If one girl says something really, really 
good then the next girl will just copy her. It is 
really funny! 
 Be your own girl and check out http://www.
materialgirlcollection.com/fall_2011 on ways 
to audition for the next Material Girl plus see 
a hilarious video featuring Madonna and Lola. 
For more Macy’s, visit http://www.macys.com. 
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Kelly Osbourne: 
On her injury and
being a Material Girl

Kelly Osbourne at a 
recent Macy’s event. 
Photo by Jerry Nunn
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BY SARAH TOCE

She began her professional dance career with 
the American Ballet Theatre in New York City at 
age six; wrote her first book, She Was Nice to 
Mice at age 12; and starred in the monumentally 
popular films,; The Breakfast Club, St. Elmo’s Fire 
and WarGames as a young adult.
 Brat Pack original Alexandra Elizabeth “Ally” 
Sheedy may not be a lesbian (sorry, ladies), but 
her investment in the LGBTQI community goes 
unmatched—both her mother, civil-rights activ-
ist Charlotte Sheedy, and daughter, Rebecca, are 
gay. Her passion to serve and shine a light on 
the community she calls home is unflappable.
 When I reached out to Ally for an interview 
about LGBTQI homeless youth and her work sur-
rounding The Ali Forney Center, she responded 
immediately. Her kind demeanor, generosity and 
loyalty to the equal rights fight in the United 
States was evident and I was humbled and hon-
ored to engage in a very candid, personal chat 
with her.
 Windy City Times: Gays and lesbians around 
the world have loved your work since The 
Breakfast Club, St. Elmo’s Fire and, of course, 
it goes without saying—High Art. Do you feel 
a sense of social responsibility to speak out 
regarding gay rights and injustices?  
 Ally Sheedy: Yes, absolutely. Yes; 100% I do 
feel like I have a social responsibility. I feel that 
if you are a well-known person and you have a 
voice to bring attention to something, it’s noth-
ing but honorable to do so. I specifically have 
my heart in the LGBTQI cause and a lot of it is 
very personal. I feel obligated to do this work 
but, at the same time, it’s a pleasure.
 WCT: Do you feel a sense of loyalty and love 
permeating from your lesbian fans? I could 
name three women off the top of my head 
who’ve loved you for over 20 years. Being that 
you are the subject of this attention, do you 
feel that community around you?
 AS: Yes, yes, I absolutely do! I feel like I come 
from this community because I have a gay mom 
and a gay daughter. … I’ve been surrounded 
by actors my entire life and [many of them are 
gay]. … This is my world. I feel so much a part 
of the greater LGBTQI community.
 WCT: Now that your daughter has come out 

to you, it begs the question: How did you 
handle the news when your mother came out 
to you? 
 AS: The thing is that with both my mom and my 
daughter, [coming out] wasn’t really an “event” 
per say. There’s no event where somebody says, 
“Let me come out to you.”… I mean, it does 
happen with some people where they choose to 
come out on the Internet—which is their thing. 
I don’t remember a time when I had the thought 
that, “Oh, my God…my mother is gay!” because 
it was an ongoing conversation. Just the same, 
there wasn’t a day when I thought, “Oh, now my 
daughter is gay!” It’s just a part of life. It’s like, 
“Here’s mom and here’s mom’s life” and “Here’s 
Rebecca and here’s Rebecca’s life.” I can’t imag-
ine things being any different.
 WCT: Your mom’s work in the civil-rights 
movement was profound. Do you think her 
acceptance of all people regardless of race, 
gender, religion, sexuality, and so on helped 
mold your ideals regarding the LGBTQI com-
munity?
 AS: My mom’s been such a champion. She’s 
always been really politically conscious and 
active. That’s what I remember growing up. I 
mean, I remember growing up during the wom-
en’s liberation movement when people were gay, 
they were straight, they were this, they were 
that…there were no stereotypes … so, I never 
had a moment where people were straight and 
then they were suddenly gay. It was my world.
 WCT: Do you have any advice for parents 
finding it hard to accept that their sons or 
daughters might be gay?
 AS: My answer to that question is basically, 
“Do you love that person or not?” It’s difficult 
for me to understand a family member judging or 
not loving or accepting another family member 
because they are gay. It’s like when a member 
of the family marries someone who is of another 
race or religion. It’s just not an issue for me. 
Quite frankly, I take offense at the whole thing 
and if somebody came to me and said, “Oh, my 
God. … My daughter is marrying a Jewish man. 
My life is over,” it is no different for me than if 
someone has a problem with a member of their 
family being gay or of a different race. It’s all 
the same thing to me so I don’t really get where 
that comes from in somebody. My only response 

to that question is, “Do you love that person or 
not?”
 WCT: It reminds me of Herman Cain mak-
ing the statement that he was born Black, but 
people are not born gay. 
 AS: It’s funny. … This is something I’ve be-
come more aware of recently. There are two 
schools of thought on this subject in the LGBTQI 
community. The question being, “Is being gay a 
choice or not?” Who cares, really? If you were 
born with your sexual attraction ingrained in 
you, then that doesn’t really explain bisexuality. 
Some people even in the community think it’s a 
choice and others think it is not a choice. I say, 
“So what? Why is it a conversation about being 
moral?” It doesn’t make you morally superior be-
cause you were born African-American. He was 
born Black and his choice was to be Republican.
 My daughter really believes that it’s not a 
choice and that you just come out and are ei-
ther born gay or not. I think that is what she 
believes. I don’t want to put words in her mouth 
because it just annoys her. Who knows? I mean, 
my thing is … not being gay … I really don’t 
think that I’m equipped to answer that question 
and I don’t think any straight person is either, 
to tell you the truth. Where do we get off? What 
experience do we have that makes our opinion 
have weight, really? It’s like a man saying you 
can’t have an abortion.
 WCT: You recently hosted an event in New 
York City for homeless LGBT youth. We’d love 
to hear more about the event and your in-
volvement.
 AS: I am very fond of this place called The 
Ali Forney Center. Homeless LGBT youth in New 
York City is a huge problem. We recently had a 
rally in Union Square to bring awareness to the 
cause. Most of my work is with Ali Forney and I 
also really love the work that The Trevor Project 
does and like to get involved in the events they 
do, too.
 WCT: Personally, why do you think LGBT 
youth have it so rough in today’s society 
when, from the outside, many people would 
believe it’s getting easier to come out, join 
social groups, etc.?
 AS: I don’t know if the bullying is worse now 
or if there is more attention being paid to it. I 
know that the plight of the homeless kids now 
is awful. Because of television and the Inter-
net, kids are recognizing themselves and that 
they might be gay earlier than perhaps we would 
have before all of the social media and every-
thing. 
 The funding for homeless shelters here in New 
York has been cut and the problem with that 
is that there are very few places for a kid who 
is LGBTQI—especially for a kid who is currently 
questioning their sexuality and starting to iden-
tify themselves—to find a homeless shelter who 
will take them in. There aren’t any beds anyway. 

Their plight is unique and it’s really, really bad. 
Forty percent of the adults they receive are LG-
BTQI—huge number—and most of them are on 
the street. 
 In the winter they are more likely to suffer 
from depression, become involved with drugs 
and enter into prostitution to take care of them-
selves financially. Winter is especially bad for 
them and that is why we’re trying to pick up 
the awareness about homeless LGBTQI youth. 
The Ali Forney Center is trying to make a plea 
to the older, more established LGBTQI adults in 
the community to say, “Please take care of these 
kids.”
 WCT: We asked Ally’s fans to submit ques-
tions for this interview. Below are the four we 
chose to print. 
 What’s in your purse, Ally?
 Oh, that is a great question! In my purse I 
have a wallet, sunglasses, lip balm that I nev-
er remember to put on, a little vial of vanilla 
scented oil—which I also always forget to put 
on—and that’s about it. A bag like everybody 
else’s!
 Do you prefer to work in television or film 
and, out of the two options, do you prefer 
comedy or drama?
 Most of my work has been in movies, however, 
I started doing some television a bit more regu-
larly with a three-episode arc on a show called 
Psych where I played a really crazy serial killer 
and I had a great time on that show. I also got 
this pilot called Modern Love and hopefully Life-
time will go with it as series and, in that case, 
I’d be shooting it in New York—which is perfect 
because I live here. I think I would like to do 
more work on television. I’ve really enjoyed it.
 Comedy or drama? Actually, I like both. I think 
I have a good range and can actually do both. 
Comedy is more fun, what can I say? When a 
really great part comes along that is emotional 
and complex, it’s great, too. I find that when I 
am working on a drama it sort of takes over my 
whole life and that can be exhausting.
 Do you have any movies coming out soon?
 I did an indie film that John Leguizamo wrote 
and directed called Ghetto Klown. He’s so cool. 
One of my favorites, Rosie Perez, is in it as well. 
I just love her. We’re hoping it gets distribution 
and is released soon, but I haven’t heard any-
thing about it yet.
 Will there ever be The Breakfast Club Part 
II? If so, would you agree to be a part of it?
 There will never be a Breakfast Club Part II. 
[Director] John Hughes never wanted it to get 
made. He would never have made it and nobody 
ever had any rights to be able to do it [without 
him], so it will never happen.
 Find out more about The Ali Forney Center 
for homeless LGBTQI youth at http://www.ali-
forneycenter.org.

Ally Sheedy in the movie Life During Wartime. Photo by Francisco Roman

Ally Sheedy:
On her lesbian daughter and 
mother, and being an activist

Transgender shows
on OWN Nov. 27
 Two new documentary specials related to 
transgender individuals will premiere on OWN: 
Oprah Winfrey Network Sunday, Nov. 27.
 Being Chaz chronicles Chaz Bono and girl-
friend Jennifer Elia after Bono’s gender-reas-
signment surgery, and will air 7 p.m. CT. Being 

Chaz is the anticipated follow-up special to 
the 2011 Emmy Award-nominated OWN Docu-
mentary Club film Becoming Chaz. 
 I Am Jazz: A Family in Transition—about 
the life of a family and a transgender daugh-
ter—will premiere at 8 p.m.

Essay Fiesta marks
two years Nov. 21
 The free monthly reading series Essay Fi-
esta will mark its two-year anniversary with 
an event at The Book Cellar, 4736 N. Lincoln 
Ave., on Monday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m.
 Keith Ecker and Alyson Lyon will showcase a 
line-up that includes The Kates producer Kel-
sie Huff and Write Club’s Ian Belknap. There 
will also be a raffle with prizes donated by 
Threadless, the Chicago Underground Comedy 
Showcase, the Southport Grocery and Cafe, 
Dabble.com and the Book Cellar.
 Email KeithEcker@gmail.com for more info.

Chaz 
Bono.
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3 (Drei); The 
Descendants;
film notes
More than a decade after the worldwide success 
of his breakthrough picture, Run, Lola, Run, 
that’s still German writer-director-musician Tom 
Tykwer’s most recognizable credit. Marvelously 
inventive and filled with clever camera tricks 
(not to mention its hot musical soundtrack), 
Lola is still a great, intensive cinematic thrill 
ride. So, too, I think is Tykwer’s dazzling Per-
fume: The Story of a Murderer—a picture that 
so enraptured me with its visual, musical and 
sensual density upon first viewing that I’m still 
in awe of the experience.
 However, Perfume, with its admittedly acrid 
subject matter and Tykwer’s bland follow-up and 
his first U.S. production, The International (a 
so-so thriller about banking cartels) didn’t much 
elevate his profile with audiences (though the 
former, I am happy to say has its fierce defen-
dants).   
 Also, I don’t expect that the alternately icy/
humorous tone of 3 (Drei), the writer-direc-
tor’s latest that’s set back in Tykwer’s native 
Berlin, will find much mainstream appeal ei-
ther—though it, too, may have its passionate 
advocates. This time, however, I’m not among 
them. Not surprisingly, it has taken a booking by 
the specialty house, the Siskel Film Center, 164 
N. State St., for Tykwer’s 2010 movie to finally 
reach Chicago (beginning Nov. 18).
 3—the story of Hanna and Simon, who both 
fall for Adam—is obviously a backhanded hom-
age to late queer director John Schlesinger’s 
1971 bisexual love triangle, Sunday, Bloody 
Sunday. However, unlike Peter Finch and Glenda 
Jackson (who competed for the affections of the 
bemused, emotionally distant hunk played by 
Murray Head), neither of Adam’s lovers in Tykw-
er’s roundelay is aware of the competition—and 
Adam doesn’t know that the two are a wedded 
couple who have each drifted into the affair as 
their marriage has reached a state of sexual dor-
mancy at the 20-year mark.
 Hanna (Sophie Rois) is a fiercely intelligent 
TV journalist with a biting sense of humor while 
Simon (Sebastian Schipper) is a gentle, studi-
ous art rep with a shy, toothy grin who inexpli-
cably finds himself physically attracted to his 
first male. The blond Adam (Devid Striesow), a 
genetic engineer, is a true bisexual and is drawn 
to both. (He’s also keeping time with a male 
co-worker and who knows how many others.) 
Hanna and Simon each find it easy to maintain 
routines while incorporating plenty of hot sex 
on the side with Adam. However, soon the lust 
is being complicated by deep feelings and by 
the time the three-way affair is exposed, both 
Hanna—who is now pregnant—and Simon have 
fallen in love with Adam.
 The movie is shot and edited in the striking 
visual style Tykwer is noted for but the gleam-
ing colors, hard-edged Berlin locations and use 
of David Bowie wailing “Major Tom” on the 
soundtrack don’t exactly call to mind a warm ro-

mantic comedy. The movie’s too sleek and chilly. 
 The other problem is one of character. It’s not 
the sophisticated, “terribly adult” solution the 
trio comes up with that’s the sore spot—it’s 
that by the time we get there we’ve lost interest 
in the outcome as Adam, the sensual man-toy, is 
such an emotive cipher it stretches the already 
thin layer of credibility. By that point, I didn’t 
care if these 3 (Drei) ended up as 2 (Zwei)—or 
1 (Eins). http://www.siskelfilmcenter.org

“Paradise can fuck itself,” George Clooney com-
ments with a wince at one point, gazing around 
at the Hawaiian scenery that provides the back-
drop in The Descendants, Alexander Payne’s 
long-awaited follow-up to 2004’s Sideways. That 
rueful, ironic aside pretty much sums up Payne’s 
dramedy in one fell swoop. Like Payne’s other 
films—Citizen Ruth, Election, etc.—it’s both 
painfully insightful and unflinchingly honest, 
yet emotionally satisfying.
 Clooney plays the distracted father (“I’m the 
backup parent”) to two troubled girls whose 
mother has slipped into a coma after a boat-
ing accident and the financial head of valuable 
family trust. Clooney has a deadline in which 
to decide what to do with a generations old 
beachhead property that native islanders don’t 
want him to sully and his extended family wants 
sold for the lucrative payout it promises. As the 
deadline approaches, Clooney’s character finds 
out that his wife had been planning to leave 
him for another man and, with daughters in tow 
(and the surfer dude boyfriend of the elder), de-
cides to track down the man and confront him.
 I love Clooney—who plays a smart cookie who 
has trouble tapping into his emotions—in roles 
like this. The part’s not much different than the 
characters he essayed so stunningly in Up in 
the Air and Michael Clayton. There’s something 
about these fast talkers who try to quip their 
way through potentially fraught personal situ-
ations that resonate within the nimble, fearless 
actor that is a pleasure to watch. 
 The movie’s based on a novel by Kaui Hart 
Hemmings that Payne adapted, along with co-
writers Nat Faxon and Jim Rash. Although it’s 
not quite a black comedy, it’s still filled with 
the patented Payne quirky characters—support-
ing roles filled by experts like Robert Forster, 
Judy Greer, Matthew Lillard and, especially, Beau 
Bridges. The exotic locations (which often have 
a rather foreboding look) and the spot-on, often 
chirpy Hawaiian songs on the soundtrack add to 
the irony of Payne’s welcome return to cinema.

Film notes:
 —Get out your nun habits and Nazi uniforms: 
The annual Thanksgiving screenings of Sing-
A-Long Sound of Music return to the Music 
Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave., for four 

showings Nov. 25-27. Once again, audience par-
ticipation is strongly encouraged at this annual 
showing of the beloved Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical classic, the 1965 Best Picture Oscar 
winner that stars Julie Andrews as the klutzy 

nun-turned-stepmother/vocal coach of the end-
less Von Trapp brood and stern but kindly father 
Christopher Plummer , as they are forced to flee 
the Nazi regime. The fun starts with an audience 
vocal warm-up, pre-show costume parade and 
goodie bags. http://www.musicboxtheatre.com 
 —Recent DVDs of note: Ewan McGregor and 
Christopher Plummer co-star in Beginners, 
based on the real-life experiences of writer-
director Mike Mills, whose widowed father came 
out to him at the age of 75, determined to em-
brace the “gay lifestyle.” This wistful black com-
edy, delicate and sure of tone, contains some 
of the year’s best performances (by McGregor, 
a pixilated Plummer and Melanie Laurent as 
McGregor’s French girlfriend) and has just been 
released. It contains a commentary track from 
Mills and a short making-of featurette. 
 Cheyenne Jackson, the openly gay Broad-
way headliner appears along with Jason But-
ler Harner (as his partner), Julia Ormond, and 
Illeana Douglas in the gay-themed drama The 
Green. The movie focuses on the serious trouble 
a theatre director at a private high school gets 
into when accused of impropriety by one of his 
students. Though plot heavy, the heavyweight 
cast helps to pull it off. It’s available from Wolfe 
Video with a batch of bonus features.
 Check out my archived reviews at http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com or http://
www.knightatthemovies.com. Readers can 
leave feedback at the latter website.
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George Clooney and Shailene Woodley in The Descendants.

Anti-gay slur
ignites Oscar
merry-go-round
 Film director Brett Ratner has resigned as 
producer of the next Oscars telecast, set for 
February, after making a homophobic remark, 
according to a GLAAD press release. 
 In an open letter he stated, “I’ve gotten a 
well-deserved earful from many of the people 
I admire most in this industry expressing their 
outrage and disappointment over the hurtful 
and stupid things I said in a number of recent 
media appearances. To them, and to everyone 
I’ve hurt and offended, I’d like to apologize 
publicly and unreservedly.
 “As difficult as the last few days have been 
for me, they cannot compare to the experi-
ence of any young man or woman who has 
been the target of offensive slurs or deroga-
tory comments. And they pale in comparison 
to what any gay, lesbian, or transgender in-
dividual must deal with as they confront the 
many inequalities that continue to plague our 
world.
 “As a first step, I called Tom Sherak this 
morning and resigned as a producer of the 
84th Academy Awards telecast. Being asked 
to help put on the Oscar show was the proud-
est moment of my career. But as painful as 
this may be for me, it would be worse if my 
association with the show were to be a dis-
traction from the Academy and the high ideals 
it represents.”
 Ratner initially got into hot water after say-
ing “rehearsal is for fags” during a screening 
of his movie, Tower Heist. The film stars Eddie 
Murphy, Ben Stiller, Gabourey Sidibe and Tea 
Leoni, among others.
 Now, Murphy has exited as host of the Os-
cars. According to EW.com, he gave no clear 
reasons for his departure, saying, “I was truly 
looking forward to being a part of the show 
that our production team and writers were 
just starting to develop, but I’m sure that 
the new production team and host will do an 
equally great job.”
  GLAAD and Ratner are working to hold pub-
lic discussions featuring entertainment lead-
ers about promoting LGBT people and stories 
fairly and accurately.
 Academy Award winner Brian Glazer has 

stepped into Ratner’s role as producer of 
the Oscar show, joining Don Mischer, Dead-
line.com reported. Glazer won an Oscar for A 
Beautiful Mind in 2001.
 Billy Crystal will replace Murphy as host, ac-
cording to the Chicago Tribune. At 63, Crystal 
would be the oldest host since Bob Hope in 
1978.
 The Oscars will air Feb. 26, 2012.

Talk on gay
composers Nov. 18 
at Athenaeum
 Jesse Revenig, a doctoral candidate at 
Northwestern University, will discuss openly 
gay composers Samuel Barber and Benjamin 
Britten in relation to sexuality Friday, Nov. 
18, at the Curtain Call Club at the Athenaeum 
Theater, 2936 N. Southport Ave., at 6:30 p.m.
 The event is free.
 In a related event, Chicago Arts Orchestra 
(CAO) kicks off its 2011-12 season with the 
concert “Masters of the 20th and 21st Cen-
turies” featuring music written for string or-
chestra by Barber, Britten, Eric Ewazen and 
Arvo Pärt Saturday, Nov. 19, at 8 p.m. at the 
Athenaeum. (There will also be a discussion 
at 7:30 p.m.) Tickets for this event are $15-
$25; visit http://www.athenaeumtheatre.com 
or call 773-935-6860.

Benjamin Britten (left) and partner Peter 
Pears.
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A new biography of Chicago’s legendary Jim Flint

BY JOE FRANCO

We’ve read Sedaris and Burroughs and Kilmer-
Purcell. In our Facebook-Linkedin-Grinder-nano-
world of open books (or at least books turned to 
the chapter we choose), the memoir genre has 
flourished. Ryan Van Meter’s newest is a memoir, 
but in a style that is unique and refreshing. 
 Van Meter’s Chicago roots run deep. He lived 
here for nearly a decade as both mere denizen 
of the city and as a graduate student at DePaul 
University. Although Van Meter has since moved 
from the Windy City and settled in the Homeland 
(San Francisco) he was kind enough to allow the 
Windy City Times an opportunity to speak with 
him about his life and his work. 
 If You Knew Then is not a coming out story 
nor is it a “yup, I’m gay” story. Van Meter uses 
a subtle knife and style, previously known to es-
sayists like Grace Paley, to tell his story of how 
he knew but how everyone knew years before 
him that he was gay. The book is a collection of 
short stories and essays that come together in 
a cohesive way to tell Van Meter’s own unique 
experience as a gay Midwestern youth. 
 In one of the books opening essays, “Lake Ef-
fect,” Van Meter is confronted with the boredom 
of spending days on a “houseboat” fishing with 
his own father and others including the father 
of a neighborhood acquaintence. In what seems 
both a humorous and frightening episode Van 
Meter is reminded by his own father not to be 
checking out the likes of the other daddy on 
board. 
 “Lake Effect” introduces the reader to the con-
cept that our parents frequently feel that their 
children are gay years before the child does. Van 
Meter uses this delicacy of language again in 
“Tightrope.” Here Van Meter is confronted with 
what is actually his first date with another man, 

though he believes its just two guys going to 
the circus together. Upon returning home from 
his date, he is interrogated by his mother and 
brother and forbade to ever see the other young 
man again. 
 “To Bear, to Carry: Notes on ‘Faggot’” pres-
ents a brief but concise etimology of the that 
word that carries with it many of our own worst 
feelings. “I found that although early uses of 
that word had nothing to do with the gay man, 
the word carries with it tremendous violence,” 
said Van Meter. “It’s as if the word has DNA.” 
The word itself is used to connote something 
viciously feminine. 
 Van Meter explores other characteristics of 
the feminine present in the gay man. He speaks 

about an instance when he as caught playing 
dress-up in his aunt’s clothing, acting like a 
good farmer’s wife. He also speaks to many gay 
man’s “fear of the ball.” “Physically I just could 
not play softball. But this is also a story about 
afraid of being different since I was the boy who 
couldn’t do what the other boys were doing” 
said Van Meter. “Men are not afraid of feminine 
energy is women but when confronted with that 
same energy in men the reaction is like that you 
read about in ‘Faggot’. I wanted to question the 
gender roles and what it meant to break with 
them.” 
 Some are familiar with a Kaddish, or the lam-
entation of a grieving spouse for her decease 
other. Allen Ginsberg has a poem of the same 
name lamenting his own grief about his mental-
ly ill mother. Van Meter’s “Things I Want To Tell 
You on Our First Date but Won’t” is a combina-
tion of Van Meter’s very personal loss of his first 
love with the emotional baggage that each of 
us carries but refuses to admit so. “This wasn’t 
supposed to be a poem,” says Van Meter, “but it 
is lyrical and is written to that hypothetical per-
son on a first date. It lays on the line all those 
things that you want to share but don’t out of 
fear and other reasons.”  
 “This book is essentially a memoir,” said Van 
Meter, “but I just skipped through those parts 
of my life that are actually interesting.” If You 
Knew Then is not purposefully humorous. It is 
not purposefully somber. It is not purposefully 
dramatic. This book represents to both the writ-
er and reader alike a collection of moments that 
all gay men of a certain age share. If You Knew 
Then confronts the reader with the each of our 
similarities rather than our differences. Whether 
you are the Adonis bartender or the frumpy guy 
reading and reviewing books for a gay newspa-
per, with this work you ultimately realize that 
the clay used to make us is all the same. 
 If You Knew Then What I Know Now is cur-
rently available in paperback at http://www.
sarabandebooks.org/?page_id=5091, from 
other online book retailers or local book-
stores. 

BOOKS

Ryan Van Meter: 
On ‘If You Knew...’

Ryan Van Meter. Photo courtesy of Van Meter
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BY JERRY NUNN

Meredith Baxter dropped the Birney, came out 
as a lesbian and revealed personal matters in a 
book entitled Untied. The actress is known for 
her roles in the TV series Family and Family Ties, 
but has also been in a recent web series. 
 It was a “family” reunion as Nunn on One 
talked with her once again about life and love 
before Baxter comes to own to speak at a lun-
cheon for Personal PAC, a bipartisan political ac-
tion committee devoted to electing pro-choice 
candidates to state and local office in Illinois.
 Windy City Times: Hey, Meredith. I just 
finished reading the book minutes ago. They 
just got a copy to me and I was cramming all 
night and all morning. 
 Meredith Baxter: Was that part of the require-
ment?
 WCT: I just wanted to study up and get the 
background on you.
 MB: Wow, that is very devoted of you.
 WCT: It gave me a good perspective. We met 
at a memorabilia show and we did a quick in-
terview together.
 MB: Oh, right. How the hell are you, Jerry?
 WCT: Great! I felt really bad for you at the 
time because it was very emotional for you. 
You had just come out and were in the pro-
cess of writing this book. 
 MB: It was still a work in progress at the time. 
 WCT: How was it writing the book Untied? 
You were very open and candid about things. 
 MB: I figured if I was going to do then I might 
as well do it! 
 WCT: Was it cathartic to write?
 MB: [It was] in many ways and, you know, I 
found that, to greater or lesser degrees depend-
ing on the day. When I was writing the book I 
assembled what I thought I knew about myself 
and my life, the conclusions that I drew based 
upon what had happened to me. I had to put 
that down. I wanted people to know what I had 
to live through. 
 Seeing it all in print had an impact and I could 
own it now, once it had been out and I started 
getting people’s reactions to it, I had to assimi-
late what I had written. I understood myself in a 
totally different way. I had really seen myself as 
a victim of so much, not that anyone was trying 
to victimize me It was just a sequence of how 
things unfolded. I told myself I was an unloved 
child, and that determined everything. 
 WCT: Calling your mother by her first name 
was unusual. 
 MB: I thought so. [Laughs] We don’t know 
what goes on in other families. We only know 
what is happening in ours. The conclusion 
I came to was she distanced herself from my 
brothers and me. 
 I thought I was the star in my own life. Kids 
tend to think everything is about them anyways 
it wasn’t an unusual stance for me to have ar-
rived at. However, I rode that stance well into 
adulthood. I never really looked at myself. I was 
a fearful child. You read all of this. I was a fear-
ful adult. I was an emotionally one-legged per-
sonality. I was desperate and grateful for anyone 
that looked my way. That is not something that 
you can carry into a relationship that is going to 
be healthy. 
 WCT: Isn’t it ironic that we are talking on 
[Spirit Day, the national anti-bullying day]?
 MB: Oh, I didn’t realize that.
 WCT: They are encouraging people to wear 
purple and post it on Facebook. They didn’t 
have that back in the day.

 MB: Here is another thing: I totally escaped 
all of that. I was such a slow learner—a late 
fucking bloomer. I’m 64. People think I had to 
fight the good fight to make it easier for people 
now but I tell them listen, everyone else did 
that for me. I didn’t go through that because I 
didn’t have the courage to look at myself. 
 WCT: After meeting David Birney on the 
sitcom Bridget Loves Bernie, the media made 
everything seem so different between you 
two than real life, posing a perfect marriage. 

 MB: It is a terrible burden for anyone put in 
the public eye that had these adoring cameras. 
They are not so adoring these days. It’s like, “I 
dare you to be a happy couple now.” Back then I 
couldn’t say that it was a lie. I never knew what 
David was thinking. I just tried to make it like I 
was so happy.
 WCT: How have friends and families reacted 
to the book?
 MB: The kids had a hard time for a while be-
cause they are not interested in having their 
personal life trotted out there. It is one thing to 
do it for me but another to drag them along in 
the process. To a degree it was unavoidable. As I 
said in the book, I chose not to write a lot about 
them, which gives the impression that their life 
with me was not unlike my life with them. 
 WCT: I thought you did a good job with that.
 MB: Good, I am glad to know that.
 WCT: I didn’t realize that you had done so 
many TV movies.
 MB: I read that someone got upset that I was 
such a namedropper. I thought, “Well, I am just 
saying who I worked with. “ I wasn’t saying that 
I was hot because I worked with Greer Garson. 
Most people don’t even know who Greer Garson 
even is anymore. It meant something to me…
 WCT: Look at all of the stars that came out 
of the Little Women movie. 
 MB: I know!
 WCT: So you are speaking at a luncheon for 
a pro-choice group. What is your stance on 
that?
 MB: What do you guess?
 WCT: Going back to the book, I think about 
how your life would have been different with-
out so many kids at an early age. 
 MB: To tell the truth, I had an abortion. I 
didn’t write about that because it was just an-
other sad aspect to my relationship with David. 
I had to. It was actually a therapeutic abortion. 
It just happened to come a couple of years after 
Roe v. Wade was signed as a law. It was certainly 
legal. It had to happen and that was fine. It was 
a horrible time in our lives. It was two years 
into our marriage. I was desperately unhappy. I 
already had three children and thought I cannot 
do this again. I thought I was going to lose my 
mind if I had this other child. I wasn’t ready for 
a fourth. I think it was before I did Family. 
 WCT: Will your partner, Nancy, be attending 
the luncheon with you?
 MB: No she can’t. She is a contractor. She is 
working on a job in Bel Air that is taking her 
head off every day. She can’t walk away because 
I have a fun gig in Chicago.
 WCT: I just missed you in Provincetown. 
 MB: No!
 WCT: I was writing a travel story there and 
they said you had been doing a signing just 
hours before I got there.
 MB: We had two great shows. It was fabulous. 
My friend from the Human Rights Campaign set 
up a book signing at the Art House there. They 
charged to support the HRC, which I thought 
was fine but I wanted them to aim low because 
people aren’t used to paying for admission for 
these things, it is a book signing in the after-

noon. She called me ahead of time and had a 
hundred people on a waiting list after being sold 
out and wanted to open up another venue. I 
couldn’t believe that. We wound up filling the 
church and the Art House for both shows. We 
raised $6,000 for the Human Rights Campaign. 
We had the best response. 
 It does make a difference when the audience 
is gay. In fact, before I go to Chicago I’m going 
to Dallas to talk about equality in the workplace 
[at the Out & Equal Workplace Summit, which 
took place Oct. 25-28]. I’m really jazzed because 
it is a predominantly gay audience. It is nice to 
be able to gear the speech in that direction be-
cause there is an accessibility there that is not 
there for a more straight audience. 
 WCT: It is so great to hear how active you 
are being out there now. You have come a 
long way since we have talked last!
 MB: Oh, I am so grateful. I was mired in fear, 
Jerry. I had no idea how this was going to go 
down. I didn’t really know what I was doing. 
It was all kind of blind. I thought it would 
come out and people would say, “Please, don’t 
even…” Part of it was a result of so much in 
my head with that victim thinking. It will al-
ways come up because that is my past but I have 
something to offer now. I have a perspective 
about what I have learned in my life. I can reach 
out to someone and tell them how it works for 
me.
 WCT: I remember telling you my coming-out 
story, so it’s all about paying it forward. 
 MB: I was at the gym recently and watching 
back-to-back Will & Grace. I never saw it when 
it was on. I am dying, it makes me laugh so 
much. Will and Jack are taking a new guy under 
their wing and they call it “gaying it forward.” I 
almost fell off my elliptical when I heard it!
 WCT: Family Ties had never had a gay epi-
sode, correct?
 MB: I don’t think so. 
 WCT: If it were made today there would be.
 MB: I teased Michael Gross that he came off 
being so effeminate that they didn’t need to. He 
has this wonderful female side to his personal-
ity. He’s just so open and I just love this man. 
When I first met him having come from a play in 
New York, someone from Ireland came up to him 
in the street and asked, “You are not bent are 
you?” He said, “ No, but it’s okay if I were.” You 
have met him before and he is the greatest guy.
 WCT: Yes, thanks for introducing us. What 
are you doing next?
 MB: I am available for speaking engagements 
including breast cancer, domestic abuse, drug 
and alcohol recovery, and recently LGBT issues. 
Tell people to go to http://www.speakerson-
healthcare.com. This is the way I keep the wolf 
at bay.
 WCT: Well, I will see you at the luncheon.
 MB: Flag me down and say hey. It will be nice 
to see you again!
 If you would like to have lunch with Mer-
edith Thursday, Nov. 17, at 12 p.m. at the Hil-
ton, 720 S. Michigan Ave, visit http://www.
personalpac.org for ticket information.

NUNN ON ONE
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BY CARRIE MAxWELL

Queer Chicago artist, teacher and disability 
activist Riva Lehrer is set to debut her latest 
show, “Mirror Shards”—featuring mixed-media 
drawings and paintings as well as standalone 
portraits, including her two-year collaboration 
with graphic novelist Alison Bechdel—with an 
exhibition and reception at Printworks Gallery, 
311 W. Superior St., Friday, Dec. 2. 
 Lehrer—whose work has been shown at the 
Chicago Cultural Center, the United Nations, 
the Smithsonian Museum and many other lo-
cations—is also a visiting artist and lecturer 
across the United States and Europe; an adjunct 
professor at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago; and will be a visiting artist at North-
western University’s Department of Medical Hu-
manities in 2012. 
 Of “Mirror Shards,” Lehrer said, “This is actu-
ally a combination of different projects. ... One 
part is a series of works looking at how animals 
... become these go-to places with our imagina-
tions when we are having difficult times,” and 
will show through portraits of friends in animal 
guises. 
 Along with the exhibition, excerpts from Cha-
rissa King-O’Brien’s documentary The Paper Mir-
ror (which chronicles Lehrer’s collaboration with 
Bechdel to create her portrait) will be shown at 
Access Living, 115 W. Chicago Ave., Dec. 1. The 
evening will also feature a performance by Liz 
Carr, a stand-up/sit-down comedian and host of 
a podcast called Ouch! made by and for disabled 
people on the BBC. 
 Lehrer and Carr met each other for the first 
time when Carr traveled to Chicago in 2006. Carr 

also noted that they have mutual friends since 
the disability arts world is a tiny one, even in-
ternationally.
 Carr will be doing a performance that reflects 
Lehrer’s portrait of her (this portrait has been a 
couple of years in the making and will be shown 
at the exhibition) as well as a little bit of her 
Ouch! show that includes audience participa-
tion and discussion. Carr said of her upcoming 

performance and her portrait, “I can’t wait. I’ve 
performed in New York but that’s about it in the 
U.S. so I’m really excited. ... I was astounded 
by what I saw when, a few months ago, Riva 
emailed me the almost finished stills of my por-
trait. It’s a huge honor to have your portrait 
painted by Riva. ... I loved it and really felt 
she’d done justice to me.” 
 “I was immediately charmed by her,” said Leh-
rer of Carr going on to praise Carr’s work and 
queer activism. When talking about Carr’s por-
trait Lehrer said she wanted to get at Carr’s edgi-
ness using Christmas tree lights as a bondage 
tool that gradually turns into barbed wire at the 
bottom of the portrait. 
 As for Bechdel, she said she rarely collaborates 
with anyone “so it was interesting to work with 
Riva. At first, I didn’t want to participate beyond 
posing for her. I just wanted her to do whatever 
she wanted, and I’d sit there, but Riva doesn’t 
work like that, and eventually I got caught up 
in thinking about the narrative of the piece with 
her.” 
 This is not the first encounter Lehrer and 
Bechdel have had. Bechdel remembered, “I met 
Riva at Women and Children First Bookstore. I 
was there doing a reading once, many years ago, 
and afterward this woman came up and handed 
me a little pencil portrait she’d done of me. And 
it was pretty good! A couple years later, I was 
there for another reading, and there was Riva 
again, sketching. I think we went out for coffee 
that time, and she showed me her studio and I 
was blown away by her stuff.” 
 Lehrer had been a fan of Bechdel’s work for 
many years and when they met they began to 
talk as peers and this is when Lehrer asked 

Bechdel to pose for her. “She was incredibly pa-
tient and generous ... the fact that she posed for 
me at all is really pretty amazing ... she gave of 
herself and didn’t have to and I want to publicly 
thank her,” said Lehrer.
 King-O’Brien said her film follows Lehrer over 
the year it took her to create Bechdel’s portrait. 
“I had just met Riva through a mutual friend a 
couple months before Riva told me about her 

latest portrait and I said that could be a great 
short film. ... I can remember the moment very 
clearly when Riva gave me the go ahead. ... She 
and Alison would allow me to videotape their 
2nd photo shoot,” said King-O’Brien of the gen-
esis of her film. 
 When King-O’Brien started the project she 
found both artists at an interesting point in 
their careers where they were both turning to 
subjects outside their typical themes. “I began 
wondering how they got to this point and what 
made them change direction,” said King-O’Brien, 
adding, “The film captures a conversation be-
tween the two artists and documents Riva work-
ing on the portrait. Two years later the film con-

cludes with Alison viewing the portrait up close 
and Riva interviewing Alison.”
 This is not the first time that Lehrer has been 
in front of the camera. However, she said it “is 
difficult. ... When you grow up having a physi-
cal disability you are very apt to have a fraught 
relationship with what you look like. ... It will 
never get easy but I think that ... I’d rather try 
than not.” 
 Mirror Shards will run Dec. 2-Feb. 4. The Dec. 
2nd opening reception will take place from 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and is free of charge. More 
information about the gallery and Lehrer’s event 
can be found here http://www.printworkschica

Nov. 16, 2011WINDY CITY TIMES 31

Riva Lehrer work of Alison Bechdel. The blue drawing on Alison’s piece is a drawing of Bechdel’s 
mother, by her, that Lehrer hand-transferred to the portrait. Image courtesy of Lehrer

Lesbian ‘Voice’ 
finalist has CD 
out Nov. 21
 Beverly McClellan—one of the lesbian final-
ists on the first season of the NBC reality-
competition show The Voice—will release her 
newest CD, Fear Nothing, Nov. 21.
 The 10-song CD is McClellan’s fifth album, 
and it marks the first time the singer whose 
voice has been described as “soulful” and 
“raw” has written songs with other artists. 
Most notably there’s “Love Will Find A Way 
Out,” which musician Keb’ Mo co-wrote, re-
corded and produced.
 Fear Nothing is at http://www.BeverlyMc-
Clellan.com as well as Amazon.com and 
iTunes.

Coyote Grace’s 
LGBT benefit at 
Urbana Nov. 17
 The LGBT Resource Center of the University 
of Illinois and The UP Center of Champaign 
County are co-sponsoring a concert by Coyote 

Grace at The Independent Media Center, 202 
S. Broadway, #100, Urbana, on Thursday, Nov. 
17, at 7 p.m.
 The event is free.
 Coyote Grace is a trio composed of Joe Ste-
vens, Ingrid Elizabeth and Michael Connolly. 
The band plays music that mixes “bluegrass 
and blues, soul and Southern twang,” accord-
ing to a press release.
 See www.studentaffairs.illinois.edu/diver-
sity/lgbt; info about The UP (Uniting Pride) 
Center is at http://www.unitingpride.org.

Boston Pops 
Esplande and 
Rockapella Nov. 30
 The Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra will 
join a capella group Rockapella Wed., Nov. 30, 
at the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt Uni-
versity, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., at 7:30 p.m.
 There will be unique takes on classic favor-
ites and brand-new originals, plus a special 
visit from Santa and an audience sing-along. 
 Tickets are $32-$127; visit http://www.
www.ticketmaster.com/auditorium call 800-
982-2787 or stop by the box office.

Nilo Cruz’s ‘Father’
through Nov. 19
 Urban Theater Company will present the 
Midwest premiere of the family drama Beauty 
of the Father, by openly gay playwright Nilo 
Cruz.
 The production will run Thursdays-Saturdays  
through Nov. 19 at the Wicker Park Art Center 
at St. Paul’s Church, 2215 W. North Ave.
 Tickets are $20 with discounts for groups, 
seniors and industry members. Visit http://
www.UrbanTheaterChicago.org.

Riva Lehrer. Photo courtesy of Lehrer
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BY MEGHAN STREIT

If you’re looking for a fun meal in Chinatown, 
skip the dim sum and try shabu shabu instead. 
Shabu is the Japanese version of the Chinese hot 
pot. You order a selection of uncooked meats, 
fish and vegetables, which are served with a 
bunch of spices and sauces for you to concoct 
and cook your very own soup in a hot pot right 
at your table.
 Joy Yee’s Noodles has five Chicagoland loca-
tions, including two in Chinatown, that all serve 
a broad menu of Pan-Asian cuisine. Their newest 
spot, Joy Yee Plus Shabu Shabu is located on 
China Place, and is the only one where you can 
get shabu shabu. 
 Joy Yee is bustling with animated diners and 
waiters shuttling pots of bubbling hot soup. 

Bright walls, fluorescent lighting and a color-
ful aquarium built into the floor all add to the 
frenetic energy of the place. It’s what I imagine 
a restaurant in the middle of Tokyo might feel 
like, so it works. Joy Yee is BYOB, so grab some 
sake, wine or Japanese beer, and get ready for a 
fun-filled (and affordable) evening.
 While you’re poring over the menu designing 
a shabu strategy, order a couple of appetizers. 
There’s an assortment from all over Asia: Viet-
namese spring rolls, Thai spicy shrimp cocktail, 
Korean fried dumplings and Japanese seaweed 
salad—just to name a few. I positively loved 
the fried tofu, which is cooked in flavorful bat-
ter and served with spicy dipping sauce. I also 
highly recommend trying some beef or chicken 
skewers. Both are tender and juicy on the inside, 
with a bit of crispness on the outside from the 

tangy glaze they’re cooked in. Who doesn’t love 
meat on a stick? Satisfy your sushi craving with 
a few pieces of sashimi, which was super-fresh 
when I visited, proving that this Pan-Asian pow-
erhouse really can do it all.
 I’ve been told that shabu shabu means “swish 
swish” in Japanese, and the dish was so nick-
named because of the sound meat makes when 
you drop it into the boiling broth. Here’s how it 
works: First, you choose beef, chicken, seafood 
or tofu, or select from among dozens of combos 
like shrimp and steak or beef and lamb. You can 
customize your creation even further with add-
ons like a few shrimp, scallops or fried fish balls, 
extra noodles or rice.
 Your proteins will arrive at your table with 
an assortment of veggies like cabbage, corn, 
spinach, carrots and other soup essentials like 
tofu, fish cakes and udon noodles. Your waiter 
will bring you a hot pot filled with savory soup 
stock, and then the fun begins. Season your 
broth with garlic, scallions and Asian spices and 
sauces. Then start adding your meat or seafood 
and veggies. Within a couple of minutes, you’ve 
got a delicious one-of-a-kind soup created ex-
actly to your tastes. 
 One tip that I learned the hard way: Cook just 
a few items at a time, spoon them into your soup 
bowl, eat them and then cook a few more—re-
peat until you’re full. My fiancé and I were a bit 
overzealous packing items to our hot pot, and 
our side of the table looked like a broth-splat-
tered war zone, while our friends (shabu veter-
ans) cooked and ate their soup in a much more 
civilized fashion. Next time, I’ll know. Also, one 
order of shabu shabu is more than enough food 
for two people to share. In fact, you’ll probably 
end up with leftover soup, which the staff will 
happily pack for you to take home.
 For dessert, Joy Yee serves a long list of bub-
ble teas and shaved ice or tapioca that can be 
combined with a dizzying array of tropical fruits. 
Joy Yee’s freezes are like Asian ice-cream sun-
daes. I tried one with watermelon and red beans 
with a sweet jelly—a bit bizarre to an American 
palette, but surprisingly tasty. I also had some 
frozen yogurt topped with fresh mango, which 
was simply sweet and refreshing. 

Perfect for Holiday Entertaining

AMERICAN
Beef ‘n Brandy
127 S. State St., Chicago
312-372-3451
beefbrandy.net
A Chicago tradition since 1967. Serving 
pizza, burgers, meat loaf, homemade Foc-
cacia bread and more.

Roscoe’s Sidewalk Cafe
3356 N. Halsted St., Chicago
773-281-3355
roscoes.com
visit our popular outdoor cafe. Salads, burg-
ers, wraps, sandwiches, drink specials, and 
Sunday Brunch.

Jane’s Restaurant 
1653-55 W. Cortland Ave.
773-862-5263
janesrestaurant.com
An everyday, upscale eatery located in 
neighborhoody Bucktown. 
Stunning Special Events Room.
Brunch, Lunch & Dinner.

Hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/chicago
Burgers, salads and sass served up in a 
kitschy atmosphere with an on-site brew 
pub.

ASIAN
Miss Asia
434 W. Diversey Pkwy., 
Chicago
773-248-3999
missasiacuisine.com
At Miss Asia we provide fine traditional Thai 
cuisine and an elegant dining atmosphere.

BAKERY
Swedish Bakery
5348 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
European-style cookies, pastries, breads, 
and tortes. We’ll create a cake for any cel-
ebration.

FONDUE
Geja’s Cafe
340 W. Armitage Ave., Chicago
773-281-9101
gejascafe.com
Romantic fondue dining. Live classical and 
flamenco guitar. Extensive, moderately 
priced wine list.

ITALIAN 
Taverna 750
750 W. Cornelia Ave., Chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian small plates with an 
exciting cocktail menu. Surprisingly afford-
able. 

Club Lucky
1824 W. Wabansia Ave., Bucktown
773-227-2300
clubluckychicago.com
1940’s style Italian Supper Club & 
Cocktail Lounge Award-winning. Holiday 
decorations and private party room. 
Accepting online reservations.

MEDITERRANEAN
Socca
3301 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-248-1155
soccachicago.com
Featured on Food Network. Italian/French 
cuisine. Dinner daily and weekend brunch. 
outdoor patio.

MExICAN
Mundial Cocina Mestiza
1640 W. 18th St., Chicago
312-491-9908
mundialcocinamestiza.com
Creative Mexican cuisine in the Pilsen 
neighborhood. Handshaken margaritas and 
affordable wines.
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Fresh Asian Cuisine in Boystown
*Does not apply to the sampler plate.

Promo Code “Pride”Promo Code “Pride”

FREE APPETIZER*
WITH ANY PURCHASE

434 W. Diversey, Chicago
773.248.3999,  MissAsiaCuisine.com

434 W. Diversey, Chicago
773.248.3999,  MissAsiaCuisine.com

Miss Asia

Chicken skewers. Photos by Meghan Streit

Joy Yee Plus Shabu Shabu

www.missasiacuisine.com
www.clublucky.com
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 Joy Yee’s shabu shabu is the ultimate DIY din-
ing experience, and after just one meal, I can 
safely say I was hooked and will be heading to 
Chinatown on a regular basis to get my fix.
 Joy Yee Plus Shabu Shabu is located at 2159 
S. China Place; call 312-842-8928 or visit 
http://www.joyyee.com.
 Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in 
your life? Follow me on Twitter: @SugarAnd-
SpiceMS for inside scoop and commentary on 
Chicago’s dining scene.

Dining news:
 Girl and the Goat chef and Top Chef winner 
Stephanie Izard debuted her cookbook, Girl in 
the Kitchen, earlier this month. Izard launched 
the cookbook with a celebrity chef-studded par-
ty at Salvage One Oct. 5. 
 Chefs from Chicago restaurants including Lil-
lie’s Q, avec, Chalkboard and GT Fish & Oyster 
were at cooking stations preparing interpreta-
tions of Izard’s recipes for guests to sample. 
 Girl in the Kitchen is packed with recipes for 
gourmet nibbles like grilled lamb-stuffed cala-
mari with shallots and fennel potato soup with 
lobster and blood oranges, as well as simple 
classics like shrimp, corn and green tomato 
salad and four-cheese macaroni with apples and 
bacon. So now, if you can’t get a table at Izard’s 
always-bustling West Loop eatery, you can stage 
your own episode of Top Chef at home by whip-
ping up a few of her award-winning dishes. To 
purchase a copy of Girl in the Kitchen or to learn 
more about Izard’s book tour, visit http://www.
goat-tour.com.

Tiffany and Perabo 
at HRC gala

BY ERICA DEMAREST

Golden Globe-nominated actress Piper Perabo 
and pop singer Tiffany headlined Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) Chicago’s annual gala Nov. 12 
at the Fairmont Chicago Millennium Park, 200 
N. Columbus Dr.
 One of the largest LGBT fundraising events in 
the Midwest, the black-tie affair drew hundreds 
of guests from across the country. Following a 
cocktail reception and silent auction, attendees 
enjoyed a formal dinner program and awards cer-
emony.
 HRC Chief Diversity Officer Cuc Vu opened the 
evening by highlighting recent political gains, 
including her own marriage to partner Gwen 
Migita. Vu stressed that re-electing Barack 
Obama should be HRC’s biggest goal in 2012.
 Perabo received the 2011 Ally for Equality 
Award to rousing applause. In addition to star-
ring as a lesbian in two films (Imagine Me & 
You; Lost and Delirious), Perabo has been ac-
tively involved with HRC for several years. She’s 
also contributed to Cyndi Lauper’s Give A Damn 
campaign. 
 “It’s always a community that I reach out to 
because I think it’s such an amazing [cause],” 
Perabo told Windy City Times. “I romanticize so 
much, but it’s like knights in shining armor—
people that are fighting for love. It’s so beauti-
ful and powerful.”
 On the lesbian character (Paulie) she played 
in Lost and Delirious, which is the movie she 
credits with starting her LGBT activism, Perabo 
said, “They actually wanted me to read for a dif-
ferent character in the movie, and when I went 
in to read for the director, I was like, ‘You have 
to see me read for Paulie.’ I was so connected to 
that part…. It spoke to me so clearly that no 
one could stop me from doing it.”
Two additional awards were distributed: Elm-
hurst College senior Ally Vertigan took home the 
GLBT Student Award, and Orbitz was honored 
with the Corporate Equality Award.
 “As much as I’ve enjoyed this evening’s din-
ner,” CEO Barney Hartford told the packed room, 
“I hope that [in the future] doing the right 
thing and respecting the rights of all employees 
is just the way things are done, and we won’t 
need to call out individual companies.”
 As official programming wrapped for the night, 
Tiffany took to the stage. She sang a mix of ‘80s 
hits and new material, eventually making her 
way to the dance floor to close with “I Think 
We’re Alone Now” in the midst of a dance circle.
 Grey Goose sponsored an after-party at JBar at 
the James Hotel.
 Tickets to the event were $225- $350, with 
proceeds benefiting HRC operations. Marc Garcia 
and Kyle Klatt co-chaired the gala committee.

Shabu shabu cooking.

To advertise 
your business in 

theDISH
contact 

advertising@
windycitymediagroup.com

Photos by Kat Fitzgerald 
(www.MysticImagesPhotography.com). 
More online at 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
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ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online 
section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-
871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, 
or go to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.
com.

ANTIQUES

ASTROLOGY
UNDERSTAND YOURSELF, YOUR MOTIVATIONS, YOUR 
FEELINGS. Recognize your talents, strengths, success-
es. Overcome difficulties and confusion. Astrology can 
help pull it all together. Relationships. Career. Plan the 
future. Serious astrology for serious seekers. Private, 
personal consultations. www.astrologicaldetails.com 
Lin Ewing 847.609.0034 (1/7/12-52)

COUNSELING
Counseling and Clinical Hypnotherapy: Providing help 
to individuals and couples in our community since 1987.  
I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual issues, 
childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns that inhibit 
potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809, 
www.starlasholl.com (3/7/12-26)

THE JUNIPER CENTER/CENTER FOR RELATIONSHIP 
HEALTH. Life gets complicated. You have have tried 
all that you know to solve a problem or repair a 
relationship. When you are not sure what’s next, we 
are here to help. LGBTQ individuals, couples & families. 
juipercenterchicago.com 847-759-9110 (1/18/12-13)

SOLUTION FOCUSED COUNSELING Counseling for 
individual & couples in warm, safe atmosphere by 
licensed psychotherapist. Depression, anxiety, body 
image issues & relationship problems. Lakeview 
location. Sliding scale. (773) 704-5300 (2/1/12-12)

HEADACHE RELIEF
HEADACHE CENTER.  Since 1986, Lawrence Robbins,M.D. 
has been one of the leading headache specialists in 
the U.S.. Dr. Robbins and Brooke Bassett, NP-C, use a 
variety of medication and cutting-edge, non-medica-
tion approaches. Convenient to 94 (in Northbrook), 
847 480-9399, or visit www.headachedrugs.com 
(12/14/11-13)

HELp WANTED
ExPERIENCED KITCHEN & BATH DESIGNER WANTED.  
Join our easy-going, professional team. Nothing 
comparable in Chicago. We offer full luxury design 
services at outlet prices in our beautiful showroom. 
Seeking an outgoing, friendly, intelligent, eye-on-the-
prize cabinet & tile closer. We treat all of our employees 
like family. If you’re not happy in your current 
position, email your cover letter & resumé to alan@
designerstoneoutlet.com 

LUxE HOME MERCHANDISE MART SHOWROOM: High 
End stone and wood sales. Mart/Design experience 
preferred. Use your winning smile and imagination to 
close the deal! Immediate opening with great earnings 
potential and benefits in the future. Email cover letter 
and resumé to info@maestromosaics.com

MUSICIANS, ALTO WANTED. Nine musicians, alto 
needed for world premiere of English translation of play 
“Thamos, King of Egypt”, music by Mozart. Violins I,II, 
viola, cello, oboe, bassoon,horn, trumpet, trombone, 
alto. Three rehearsals, two performances, October 
26 and 27, 2012, Edgewater Historical Society, 
contact Morry Matson,773-505-5567 or visit www.
morrymatsonproductions.com. Paid gig. (11/2/11-1)

HOME IMpROVEMENT
BATHROOM REMODELING, HOME REPAIRS, PAINTING 
& MORE. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. One year warranty. 
Price by the job - not the hour. FREE estimates! Check 
us out on Angie’s List. Andy OnCall, 773-244-9961. 
www.getandy.com (8/1/12-52)

FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS FOR ALL BUDGETS. 
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Vinyl, and 
Window Coverings.Specializing in Helping with Material 
Selections for your Budget. Professionally Installed. Na-
tionwide Floor & Window Coverings, We Bring the Show-
room to You! Call or email for a free consultation and 
estimate. 773-935-8700, email cjones@nfwchicago.
com www.nfwchicago.com (11/2/11–13) 

LEGAL SERVICES
NEED LEGAL HELP? Pride Law, Andersonville’s legal aid 
clinic for the LGBT community can help. Clinic hours 
every Wednesday, 5-8:00 p.m. by appointment only. Call 
1-866-703-5509 or send us an email at pridelsaw@
tsamislaw.com.

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAN MALE MASSEUR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
Please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (11/30/11-13)

STRAIGHT, (HAS GIRLFRIEND), ITALIAN, hairy, stud 
has fantastic touch, gives erotic massage to males. 
Soft music, candlelight, cozy room, take part in pure 
pleasure. Discrete, one hour plus, $80 in/$90 out. 
708-945-4940 (11/16/11-2)

MOVERS
WE ARE AN ExPERT, FULL-SERVICE MOVING COMPANY 
with over a decade of excellence serving our com-
munity. We pride ourselves in offering top-quality, 
efficient, low-cost, damage-free moves. Small to large 
trucks, fully equipped with modern tools, supplies 
of the trade. Rates for guaranteed professional staff: 
2-man crew $65/hr.; 3-man crew $85/hr.; 4-man crew 
$105/hr. (plus low, one-time travel charge.)

  Call 773-777-1110 or www.chicagocrescentmovers.
com. (9/21/11-26)

TRAVEL
ARIZONA GAY CAMPING, Sun lovers, Snow Birds, a pri-
vate, gay camping paradise on a ranch in sunny south-
ern Arizona. Bar, pool, spa and clothing optional corral, 
a gay playground 365 days a year. www.azgayfun.com 
Phone 520 979-6650 (12/14/11-13)

WEDDING SERVICES
IL WEDDING OFFICIANT Hold your Civil Union Ceremony 
at a REAL magical manor in NW Suburbs of Chicago. 
Courthouse alternative or Interfaith Minister can offici-
ate at your location, ILWeddingOfficiant.com (773) 
307-2128 (11/16/11-1)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
ACUpUNCTURE STUDY
WOMEN WITH VULVODYNIA/VESTIBULODYNIA Recruit-
ing women,18-45,with vulvodynia/vestibulodynia for 
a clinical study. They will receive 10 free acupuncture 
treatments and $20 gift cards for each questionnaire 
completed. Call: (708)334-1097 (11/30/11-4)

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE - HOMES
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM Free Instant Access to 
Chicago’s Top Gay REALTORS® on-line at www.GayRe-
alEstate.com or Toll Free 1.888.420.MOVE (6683) 
(4/25/12–52)

FOR SALE - OUT OF TOWN
IN THE TREES, VILLAGE MICHIANA, MI. Noted Chicago 
architect, timeless design, everything super quality, 
master suite, multiple decks, private 3/4 ac site, 3 
short blocks to beach, total 3 bdrm 3 baths,  $739,000. 
Sheila Carlson. selling homes inc 219.874.1180, 
219.861.3702 cell, sellinghomesinc@sbcglobal.net 
(11/16/11–4)

FOR SALE - TIME SHARE
SPECIAL SELLING, TIME SHARE, First week in January.  
“Silver Seas Resort across the street from St. Sebastian 
(Gay) Beach”, in Ft. Lauderdale.  Member of RCI, this 
week is known as a “10” which is the best week for 
trading.  One bedroom, sleeps 4 - 6. Make an offer. 
Call Jan at 773-251-7363 (11/23/11-4)
   
FOR RENT - TWO BEDROOM
NEAR SOUTH LOOP, NON SMOKING, 2 bedrooms. Enjoy 
having a backyard and a deck. Large kitchen with 
island, restored original woodwork throughout, HWF, 
built in China cabinet. Furnishings available. $1295 
and up, garage available. Studio also available for 
$995. 312.520.3066 (11/16/11-2)

FOR RENT - THREE BEDROOM
ANDERSONVILLE LARGE 3 BEDROOM. 3rd Floor Foster 
and Ashland. Newly Decorated. Separate Dining Room. 
Wood Finished Floors. $1200.00 per month. Heat 
included. Available Immediately 773-561-6568. 
(12/28/11–8)

REAL ESTATE

1.888.420.MOVE (6683)
Toll Free: 

www.GayRealEstate.com
Choose Your Perfect Agent Online:

SOLD

Instant Access
to Chicago and

the Nation’s
Top Gay &

Lesbian Realtors.

FREE!

ZURKO • 715-526-9769
www.zurkopromotions.com

Sat., Nov. 19th - 8am -3pm/$5
Dupage County Fairgrounds
Wheaton (County Farm & Manchester)

ANNUAL
ANTIQUE

MARKET & SALE
November 26 & 27

Sat. 11am - 5pm • Sun. 9am - 3pm
DuPage Expo - St. Charles, IL

(45 min west of Chicago on Rt. 64)

ZURKO ANTIQUE EVENTS

* NEW Vendors WELCOME! *

ANTIQUE * FLEA*
MARKET

Antigone Rising honors Santiago

 The all-female country/rock band Antigone 
Rising performed at Martrys’ Nov. 9 to cele-
brate the life of the late local lesbian activist 
Christina Santiago.
 According to a press release, Santiago “was 
a huge fan of Antigone Rising and the band 
wanted to honor that.” Amigas Latinas, Af-
finity Community Services, Bright Pink and 
Howard Brown Health Center were involved in 
organizing the show. 
 Antigone Rising’s most recent CD is 23 Red. 
For more info on the band, see http://www.
antigonerising.com. Photos of the show by 
Kat Fitzgerald (MysticImagesPhotography.
com)

www.zurkopromotions.com
www.gayrealestate.com
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For more information or to list your business, please contact us at
customerservice@qponchicago.com
773-562-3311 or 773-387-2394

In marketing 
partnership with 

As featured in 
BoysTownBlog, NBC’s the Inc.well, Red Eye,

Chicago Talks, Passport Magazine, 
BroadwayWorld.com, Chicago Pride.com

The “daily deal” site with our roots, vision and focus 
linked to the LGBT community

Proud QponChicago Partners:

Lakeside Pride 
Music Ensembles

773-381-6693
www.lakesidepride.org

Bark Place
773-761-4444

www.barkplacechicago.com

The Lattice Inn
334-262-3388

www.thelatticeinn.com

www.QponChicago.com

THIS WEEK’S DEALS

Know No Limits 
Fitness and Wellness

773-262-9229
www.know-no-limits.com

Celebrations Share your special moments with the community in Windy City Times’ new announcement section!

Aaron and 
Bash
David Aaron (below) and Johnny Bash, 
Chicago residents, have tied the knot 
as they approach their 30 years of 
partnership.  Their most recent en-
deavor: Salon Cabaret Soiree, a musical 
ensemble of Chicago, with seasoned 
talent who perform in private homes 
and private clubs. They are also inter-
viewed on www.chicagogayhistory.org. 
Photo by Hal Baim in 2007

For rates and availability contact:

Marcy Baim
312-907-7909
events@prairieavenuegallery.com
www.prairieavenuegallery.com

RENT THE
HISTORIC

KEITH
HOUSE

for your

-CIVIL UNION
-WEDDING
-OR OTHER EVENTS

Capacity:
25-150 people

DaveOuanoPhotography.com
Events   •   Fashion   •   Fitness

ModelMayhem.com/DaveOuano
Facebook: Dave Ouano Photography

daveouano@me.com

www.midlaneresort.com
www.daveouanophotography.com
www.qponchicago.com
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Wed., Nov. 16
Auditions for “Rent School Edition” Audi-

tions for the 1994 groundbreaking musical 
calls for all ethnicities, male and female, 
ages 13 to 20. Open auditions through 
Nov. 16. Email goodynewshoes@aol.com; 
6am-8am, Congregational United Church 
of Christ, St. Charles, http://www.selfoun-
dation.org/rentschooledition.htm

Task Force on LGBT Substance Use/Abuse 
Kevin Osten, director of the LGBTQ Center 
at the Adler School of Professional Psy-
chology, will be our keynote speaker. 4pm-
6pm, Health Department, 2nd floor,DePaul 
Center, 333 S. State St.

Fundraiser for Debra Shore Wally, Bob and 
the Host Committee honor Debra Shore, 
current Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District with campaign 
fundraiser. RSVP to Eric Nelson at eric@
debrashore.org. 5:30pm-7:30pm, 773-
562-9559, Home of Wally Brewster & Bob 
Satawake (RSVP for address)

Kelly Cassidy fundraiser and birthday party 
Hosts Mayor Rahn Emanuel and House 
speaker Michael Madigan host an event 
for the State Rep of the 14th District; 
5:30pm-7:30pm, Hop Haus, 7545 N. Clark, 
http://www.progressivesolutionsllc.com

Friends of Alex Arroyo event Arroyo ia an 
openly gay candidate running for state 
representative of Illinois’ 84th District 
(which includes Aurora). Tickets are $75 
each, and sponsorship opportunities are 
available. Email Alex@Arroyo2012.com. 
6pm-8pm, 630-240-8587, Cocktail, 3359 
N Halsted St., http://www.arroyo2012.
com

Over The Rainbow - A Benefit of Hope Join 
ChicagoPride.com, Circuit Mom, Stephen 

Leonard, Sasha Colby, Molly Callinan, Cyon 
Flare & Amy Armstong as they raise need-
ed funds for the American Cancer Society 
& Howard Brown Health Center. Win din-
ner with actor/model Ronnie Kroell. Event 
tickets: $10; 7pm-10pm, Sidetrack, 3349 
N Halsted St., http://www.facebook.com/
overtherainbow773

Thursday, Nov. 17
Personal PAC Awards Luncheon Guest 

speaker Meredith Baxter, $250 supporter 
tickets, $150 individual tickets; 12pm, 
Chicago Hilton and Towers, 720 S Michi-
gan Ave, http://www.personalpac.org

LGBTQ Cancer Support Group A network-
ing/support group for lesbian, gay, trans-
gender, and questioning people who have 
cancer. The event is offered free of charge 
by Gilda’s Club Chicago and Live Oak. 6pm-
7:30pm, 312-464-9900, Gilda’s Club Chi-
cago, http://www.gildasclubchicago.org

Coyote Grace LGBT concert The LGBT Re-
source Center of the University of Illinois 
and The UP Center of Champaign County 

co-sponsor a free concert, mixing blue-
grass, blues, soul, country. 7pm, Indepen-
dent Media Center, 202 S. Broadway, #100, 
Urbana, http://www.unitingpride.org

Turnabout Drag Show benefiting TPAN 
The staff from Hydrate, Elixir and Steam-
works hit the stage for the annual Em-
ployee Turnabout Drag Show benefiting 
Test Positive Aware Network’s Barlesque 
IV. 8:30pm-11:45pm, Hydrate, 3458 N. 
Halsted St., http://www.hydratechicago.
com/event-details/?event_id=197

Trio: Leather & Lace 3 Their third annual 
drag show. $15 donation at the door in-
cludes a drink ticket for one well drink, 
domestic beer, house wine or soda. Doors 
open at 7:30 pm and the show will begin 
at 8:30 pm. 8:30pm-11:45pm, 773-325-
2233, Circuit Night Club, 3641 N. Halsted 
St, http://tinyurl.com/trioll3

Drag Idol Chicago’s newest drag competi-
tion. Audience decides who stays and who 
goes. Hosted by Kelly Lauren. Sign up with 
sean@hydratechicago.com. Winner of the 
13-week competition will win a prize 
package worth over $10,000, including 
$1500 cash, a trip for two, a professional 
photo shoot and more. 9pm-11:45pm, 
Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted, http://www.
hydratechicago.com

Friday, Nov. 18
The Girl With The Drag Queen Tattoo The 

Girl with the Drag Queen Tattoo is a new 
gay comedy that hits the ground running, 
exploring the extremes of modern queer 
life in the age of Michelle Bachmann, civil 
unions, and Lady Gaga. From workplace 
harassment to transgender politics, The 
Girl with the Drag Queen Tattoo has it all. 
Gorilla Tango Theatre 1919 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. 6pm-7pm, 773-598-4549, Gorilla 
Tango Theatre 1919 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
http://www.gorillatango.com

Sweet Confinement After five years of cre-
ating award-winning, attention-grabbing, 
provocative theatre, SiNNERMAN Ensemble 
is pleased to announce the arrival of their 
latest season, which they will kick off with 
a new take on their hit show, “Sweet Con-
finement,” opening Thurs., Nov. 17 and 
running through Sat., Dec. 17. 7:30pm-
9pm, 773-296-6024, Viaduct Theatre, 
3111 N. Western Ave., http://www.sinner-
manensemble.org

Merce Cunningham Dance Company, A Fi-
nal Farewell The Legacy tour, co-presented 
with the Dance Center of Columbia College 
Chicago. $25. 8pm, Harris Theater for Mu-
sic and Dance, 205 E Randolph Dr, http://
www.harristheaterchicago.org

Adler School of Professional Psychol-
ogy graduate info session Degree op-
tions, admissions requirements, financial 

aid, and tour of the campus. Register 
by phone. 10pm, 312-662-4100, Adler 
School, 17 N. Dearborn Ave., Chicago

Saturday, Nov. 19 
15th Annual OPAL Awards Gala This year’s 

theme is “Giving Back” and the event will 
benefit five other organizations. Cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres and a buffet. Award pre-
sentation and live auction, 7:45, dancing 
until 11 pm. Volunteer at info@opalga.
org; 6:30pm, 9th Century Club, Oak Park, 
IL, http://www.opalga.org

An Evening with Elements Contemporary 
Ballet Elements five-year anniversary 
with exclusive look at works-in-progress, 
including a world premiere by guest cho-
reographer Brian Gephart. 8-10pm Gala 
Reception. Tickets: $50, $20 Performance-
only, $5 off for seniors, students, and 
dancers. 6:30pm-10pm, 773-704-9274, 
Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, 
http://www.elementsballet.com

Windy City Queer: LGBTQ Dispatches from 
the Third Coast The Lesbian authors 
launch their book in Chicago, an anthol-
ogy of queer Chicago showcases its thriv-
ing urban arts community, which boasts 
a unique history, legacy, and sensibility 
deeply rooted in the urban Midwest. Sap-
pho Salon Lesbian Poetry Showcase fea-
turing cin salach, C.C. Carter, Karen Lee 
Osborne & Carina Gia Farrero. $7-$10 in-
cludes food and wine. 7:30pm, Women & 
Children First, 5233 N. Clark St., http://
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band: Dance 
Around the World The Lakeside Pride 
Symphonic Band Presents a concert that 
make your feet want to tap, stomp, and 
pirouette. Music from the fire and spirit of 
the “Russian Sailor’s Dance” to Grainger’s 
interpretation of “Molly on the Shore,” an 
Irish reel, these masterworks will take you 
around the globe without leaving your 
seat. 8pm-10pm, Preston Bradley Center, 
941 W. Lawrence, http://www.lakeside-
pride.org

9 to 12 Bowling League Longest-running 
GLBT bowling league in suburban Chicago; 
191 S. River Rd. (just north of Rand Road) 
in Des Plaines, 9pm

Sunday, Nov. 20
Aging and the LGBT Community Phil 

Keithley of the SAGE program at the Cen-
ter on Halsted will talk about its programs 
for older people in the LGBT population. 
Questions and suggestions on health, 
housing, transportation, household up-
keep, assistance with bills, paperwork 
welcome. 10am, 773-626-9385, Third Uni-
tarian Church, 301 N. Mayfield

Night of Fallen Stars, Transgender Day of 
Remembrance Howard Brown’s Broadway 
Youth Center reception, 3rd floor, Irving 
Harris Family Foundation Reception Hall. 
Organizations who provide support and 
assistance to the Chicago area Trans 
community will have information tables: 
Chicago Gender Society, The Civil Rights 
Agenda, Bisexual Queer Alliance of Chi-
cago, Howard Brown Health Center, Center 
on Halsted. A 7 pm memorial service will 
be held in the Hoover-Leppen Theatre. 
After a short intermission, the Broadway 
Youth Center will present their celebra-
tory performance event; “Night of Fallen 
Stars” 6:30pm, Center on Halsted, 3656 N 
Halsted

Transgender Day of Remembrance Recon-
ciling Committee will hold a workshop and 
worship service. Violet Fenn, a student 
and transgender person at Garrett Theo-
logical Seminary, will make a presenta-
tion. Reservations by phone. 7pm-10pm, 
708-848-7360, Euclid Avenue United 
Methodist Church, 405 S. Euclid, Oak Park

Red Door Animal Shelter Winter Bazaar 
Fundraiser Some come for the cookie sale 
[hundreds of homemade delights], some 
come for the gift selection, and some 
come for the coffee or hot cider. 11am-
4pm, 773-764-2242, Indian Boundary 

Park Fieldhouse, 2500 W. Lunt, http://
www.reddoorshelter.org/events.php

Monday, Nov. 21
Essay Fiesta 2nd Anniversary A special 

celebration of this personal essay/ sto-
rytelling show as it rolls past year two. 
7pm-9:30pm, The Book Cellar, 4736 
N. Lincoln Ave., http://essayfiesta.
com/2011/11/01/essay-fiesta-announc-
es-special-anniversary-line-up/

Recovery Over the Rainbow New Narcotics 
Anonymous sponsored/governed meeting, 
geared toward GLBTs and open to the pub-
lic. Questions to Anthony Oltean; 8pm-
9pm, Haymarket Health Education, 20 N. 
Sangamon

United House: A Night of Unity in House 
Music Join Hydrate Nightclub, Chicago-
Pride.com, and host Cyon Flare for United 
House: A Night of Unity in House Music, 
featuring Resident House DJ Semaj; 9pm, 
Hydrate, 3458 N. Halsted, http://www.hy-
dratechicago.com

Tuesday, Nov. 22 
Bottoms Up Bingo! Join Miss Tajma Hall 

every Tuesday as she hosts Bottoms Up 
Bingo! The balls start rolling at 9:30 
weekly. 9:30pm-11:30pm, 708-358-8840, 
Velvet Rope, 728 West Lake Street, http://
velvetropeultralounge.com

Drag Race with Frida Lay Chicago’s only 
amateur drag contest, hosted by Frida 
Lay! A hit at Roscoe’s since its premier in 
2000. 10pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N Halsted St., 
http://www.roscoes.com

Wed., Nov. 23 
Turkey Testicle Festival Bud Lite and DS 

Tequila Co. present the Turkey Testicle 
Festival, bringing you the best deep fried 
turkey testicles Chicago has to offer. Come 
have a ball with Bud Boyz David and Ja-
son! 12pm, D.S. Tequila Company, 3352 N. 
Halsted St., http://www.dsteuuila.com

“All You Can Shove” Tonight is “All You Can 
Shove” pizza at Boystown favorite, Pie 
Hole Pizza Joint. That’s unlimited slices 
and fountain drinks for only $8.99! 5pm, 
Pie Hole Pizza Joint, 3477 N Broadway, 
Boystown, http://www.pieholepizzajoint.
com/index.html

Thursday, Dec. 1 
World of Chocolate Chocolate lovers are 

invited to satisfy their sweet tooth and 
commemorate World AIDS Day at World of 
Chocolate, AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s 
10th annual winter soiree. 6pm-9pm, 312-
334-0935, Chicago Hilton and Towers, 720 
S Michigan Ave, http://www.aidschicago.
org/chocolate

STATE OF GRACE

Coyote Grace will perform a 
free concert at the Universty 
of Illinois-Urbana.

PR photo

Thursday, Nov. 17

Get

online

: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

PARTY HEARTY

The annual OPAL Awards 
gala will take place at 
the 9th Century Club, 
Oak Park.

Photo from 2010
by Mel Ferrand

Saturday, Nov. 19

WINDY CITY
TIMES
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‘NIGHT’ VISION
Sunday, Nov. 20
“Night of Fallen Stars” will take place on the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance at Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St.

Photo from last year’s “Night of Fallen Stars” by Mel Ferrand



“I’ve been rehearsing with ‘fags’ all my life and 
it’s an honor—bye bye Bret RATnor.”—the divine 
Julie Halston weighs in on “Ratnor”-gate.
 If you’ve been reading this column lo these 
many years, then you know one thing about 
me—I’m multi-orgasmic! The other thing you 
know is that I’m not what you’d call “politically 
correct.” Some of you may disagree with a few 
of my views, and I respect that. In fact, my fa-
vorite fan letters have come from smart, articu-
late, passionate people who want to debate me. 
I welcome you to keep those letters coming.
 I’m sure I’ll hear from many of you after I 
tackle the whole “It Gets Better” campaign. 
Look, it’s nice. It’s sweet. It’s adorable. But 
it’s a load of crap. What, pray tell, gets better? 
Has it been your experience that people stop 
being obnoxious, racist, sexist or stupid when 
they get older? Because that has not been my 
experience. I want to film my own PSA: “Kid, it 
DOESN’T get better. But you know what does get 
better? YOU! If you learn how to deal with jerks 
and, more importantly, how to not let them get 
to you, then you have unlocked the door to a 
happy life. So you’re gonna have to be tough 
and deal with it. But here’s the good news—
most successful people were picked on as kids. 
It’s true. Also, being an outsider gave them the 
drive and tools to succeed. So spend less time 
trying to change the world and, instead, change 
how you look at yourself. You might be surprised 
by what you see.” Do you think Dan Savage will 
let me run that? ‘Cause if so, I’m in.
 Then we have this whole Brett Ratner garbage. 
First off, how many of you think Ratner is gay? 
Hands? Too many to count, I’m sure. There’s 
always been speculation—he’s even admitted 
that his first time receiving oral sex was from 
a guy ... except he didn’t realize it was a guy 
(but that’s another story). To recap: At a Q&A, 
someone asked Brett what the rehearsal period 
was like on Tower Heist, which he directed. He 
said, “Rehearsal? What’s that? Rehearsal’s for 
fags.” Now, I’m sure he was using the F-word 
to mean “wussy.” I don’t think he meant, “Re-
hearsal is for Rupert Everett or Ian McKellen.” 
Unfortunately, the quip was caught on film and 
went viral. 
 Since Ratner was slated to produce the up-
coming Academy Awards, damage control was 
necessary. He issued an apology; the Academy 
accepted it; GLAAD weighed in, saying, “The 
apology is a good start;” and life was about to 
move on. However, the swell of dissention con-
tinued. Brett abruptly resigned from the Oscars 
and issued a lengthy and seemingly heartfelt 
apology. Rumor has it that he was forced out 
by the Academy but allowed to leave grace-
fully. Shortly thereafter, hand-picked host Eddie 
Murphy stepped down, quickly replaced by Billy 
Crystal. Do I think Brett should have resigned? 
Absolutely not. Do I think anyone should have 
expected him to? No, but that’s just me. The 
Oscars are usually such a snooze-fest, I’d let Kim 
Jong-Il produce if I thought it would be enter-
taining!
 The recent MTV European Music Awards got 
lots of attention when a naked man ran out 
during an introduction being handled less-than-
adroitly by Hayden Panettiere. It was easy to 
assume this was a planned stunt because: a) the 
streaker is actually an actor from Belfast named 
David Monahan and b) security guards didn’t 
emerge to eject him. Monahan has since admit-
ted that the whole thing was staged, but only 
a handful of people knew about it—including, 
as it turns out, Hayden. Wow, she’s a better ac-
tress than I thought! But it didn’t go exactly as 
planned. You see, no one anticipated Monahan 
moving his hands away from his crotch, thus 
exposing his nether regions for all to see as he 
bounced ... er, walked offstage. You can see it/

him for yourself at BillyMasters.com.
 In other European news, Ricky Martin has be-
come a citizen of Spain—but he hasn’t given 
up his U.S. citizenship. He was granted the 
equivalency of dual citizenship by the Spanish 
government due to “his personal and profes-
sional links with Spain.” However, the reason he 
pursued this naturalization is interesting—it’s 
because same-sex marriage is legal in Spain. He 
explained this to Larry King last year: “I can go 
to Spain. I have many friends in Spain. And get 
married. And make it very beautiful and sym-
bolic. But I can’t do it in the backyard of my 
house. I want to have that option. I don’t want 
to be a second-class citizen anymore. I pay my 

taxes. Why can’t I have that right?” Will he now 
pay taxes to two countries? ‘Cause that could be 
awfully expensive.
 In the current issue of Paper magazine, there 
is an article by Big Brother alum Will Wikle 
called “Confessions of an Accidental Go-Go Boy.” 
The only part of this title I’d take exception to 
is the word “accidental.” If anyone was destined 
to be a go-go boy, it’s Will. In fact, with all due 
respect to Reichen, I’d say that Wikle’s got the 
most delectable body of any of our many gay 
reality stars. This assertion is clearly borne out 
by the sizzling shots he’s taken over the years ... 
each one showing more and more skin. But he’s 
not putting all of his eggs in one basket ... as 
it were. The 32-year-old hottie is still working 
as an ER nurse. But he’s also openly embracing 
what has proven to be each and every gay reality 
star’s greatest asset—his ass! In the article, Will 
says, “God blessed me with a bountiful butt.” I 
certainly can’t argue that point. And you can 
see pretty much all of Willy on BillyMasters.com.
 When becoming a go-go boy is the logical pro-
gression for a reality star, it’s time for me to 
do some sit-ups and end yet another column. 
You know, I was on the Real Housewives and 
D-List—it’s only a matter of time before I’m 
dancing on a box in a nightclub. Until then, 
I’m content entertaining the masses at www.
BillyMasters.com—both with this column and 
the more personal musing on “Billy’s Boudoir.” 
If you want to write me (and I know you do), 
drop an e-mail to Billy@BillyMasters.com and 
I promise to get back to you before I film that 
PSA! So, until next time, remember, one man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

Nov. 16, 2011WINDY CITY TIMES 37

BILLY MASTERS

Billy takes on Dan Savage (above) and the It 
Gets Better project. Photo by John Fenoglio LIKETOWIN?

Photos from 2010’s World Of Chocolate by Kat Fitzgerald, 
www.mysticimagesphotography.com

Two tickets to attend this year’s

WORLD OF 
CHOCOLATE
Thu., Dec. 1
Now in its 10th year, this sumptuous event 
commemorates World AIDS Day by bringing 
together 30 of Chicago’s finest restaurants, 
caterers, and chocolatiers to raise much-
needed funds for AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago in their efforts to provide care, 
housing and advocacy for those living with 
HIV/AIDS. Each ticket is valued at $100!

www.aidschicago.org

TO WIN:
Simply find us at
facebook.com/WindyCityMediaGroup
and “like” our page by Wed., November 23. 

Winner will be chosen at random from all 
page fans and will be notified via Facebook.
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Open at 3pm
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BY ROSS FORMAN
 

Scott Norton and Craig Woodward were married 
Oct. 22, at the Surf & Sand Resort in Laguna 
Beach, Calif., thus forming a true pioneering 
milestone in the LGBT sports world.

Woodward, 37, is the director of underwrit-
ing for United Healthcare. His partner, known 
worldwide as “Iceman,” is a professional bowler 
and attorney. Norton, 29, joined the Profession-
al Bowlers Association (PBA) in 2008. He was 
named the 2009 PBA West Region Rookie of the 
Year. At the 2010 World Series of Bowling, he 
won his first PBA Tour title, the PBA Chameleon 
Championship.

This past April, Norton officially came out as 
gay on the bowling circuit, though he was out 
to many others since he was 18. 

This past May, the PBA named Norton the Har-
ry Golden PBA Rookie of the Year.

“[The PBA] is the most wonderful experience 
I could ever ask for, competing against the best 
players in the world,” Norton said. “It makes it 
all the better that the vast majority are indiffer-
ent, if not supportive, of me being an out gay 
man on tour.

“I came out when I was 18. At the beginning, 
it wasn’t terrible, but wasn’t great either. My 
parents were somewhat supportive, and most of 
my friends were either accepting or openly sup-
portive. As time has gone on, everyone in my 
life [has been] incredibly supportive.”

Still, Norton said that early on his bowling ca-
reer, being gay was an issue to some, though he 
did not elaborate. “But I’ve laid most of those 
issues to rest,” he said.

Norton, who lives in Costa Mesa, Calif., said 

being gay has not impacted or affected his ‘day 
job’ as an attorney. Not at all, he added.

Norton’s mom, Virginia, is a U.S. Bowling Con-
gress Hall of Famer, so the fact he started strik-
ing at age 4 shouldn’t be much of a surprise. 
At age 18, he won 21 amateur bowling titles 
and the gold medal at the Junior World Amateur 
Championships. Plus, Norton was the youngest 
person ever to win the Adult National Amateur 
Championship. 

Norton, who attended California State Univer-

sity-Fullerton, was the collegiate bowler of the 
year for 2000-2001. Also an attorney, he passed 
the California bar exam in 2009.

“I got to grow up watching [my mom] com-
pete and become a Hall of Famer. [She] is my 
inspiration,” Norton said. “[Being a] profession-
al bowler is the fulfillment of a lifelong dream 
of mine. I am so excited and proud to be out 
there competing among the best in the world 
at a sport on a daily basis. It’s all any athlete 
could ever ask for.

“I always thought there was a chance [to make 
it to the PBA], but I knew it would take a lot of 
hard work and dedication. On top of that, the 
difference between great and elite rarely has to 
do with talent; it’s more about what’s between 
the ears—in any sport. So, one doesn’t really 
know how you’ll perform in those situations un-
til you are put in them.”

Norton said The Golden Girls is among his fa-
vorite TV shows, and Lady Gaga is his favorite 
musical performer. “Lady Gaga is one of the most 
brilliant performers of our time,” he said. “Not 
only is she extremely innovative, but she is one 
of the most talented people on the planet.”

He added it “was always difficult” being the 
son of a Hall of Famer, “because any success 
I had was somewhat expected.” Naturally that 
meant added pressure, too. “I felt that a certain 
level was always expected of me, but that did 
drive me to be the best I could be,” he said.

“My mother has shaped my game from the be-
ginning. I can think of no better way to excel 
at a sport than to have a Hall of Famer as your 
free coach. Although it is sometimes difficult 
to have your mother coach you, it’s still invalu-
able.”

Norton’s bowling goals are simple: follow 
mom, and be a Hall of Famer himself. “I’m just 
hoping there is a PBA tour long enough for me 
to be able to achieve that goal,” he said. 

“It is an amazing feeling to be an out pro ath-
lete. I can only hope that once other people, 
both youth and those who are already estab-
lished, see that it has no real effect on anything 
and that it is so freeing to be honest and open 
about yourself, that more people will come out.

“Being out is important if for no other reason 
than to show others that you can be gay and 
successful in sports.” 

Gay pro bowler
gets married

Scott Norton.

Scott Norton (right) and husband Craig Woodward. Photos courtesy of Norton

Male pro soccer
player comes out
BY ROSS FORMAN
 
David Testo, who has played professional soc-
cer in North America since 2003, revealed 
Nov. 10 that he is gay.
 Testo is the first former Major League Soc-
cer (MLS) player to do so—and claims in his 
coming-out interview with the French Cana-
dian division of Radio Canada that his family, 
friends, teammates and team management 
knew of his sexual orientation.
 “I’m gay, I’m gay. I did not choose. It’s just 
part of who I am. And it has nothing to do 
with the talent of a soccer player. You can 
be both an excellent soccer player and be-
ing gay,” he told Radio Canada. “I really re-
gret not having said publicly earlier [about 
my sexual orientation]. ... Living the life of a 
professional athlete and being gay is incred-
ibly difficult.”
 Testo played at two perennial college pow-
ers, the University of South Carolina and Uni-
versity of North Carolina, during 1999-2003. 
He was the A-League’s Rookie of the Year in 
2003 with the Richmond Kickers, and then 
landed with the MLS’ Columbus Crew in 2004. 
He moved to the Vancouver Whitecaps in 
2006, and then the Montreal Impact in 2007.
 He was released by Montreal last month.
 In 33 MLS games with the Crew, Testo had 
one goal and four assists.
 Testo was Montreal’s team MVP in 2009—
and the Impact was set to join the MLS in 
2012. 

Coach fired in
wake of scandal
 Legendary Penn State University football 
coach Joe Paterno has been fired in the wake 
of a child sex-abuse scandal, The New York 
Times reported.
 Defensive coordinator Tom Bradley will take 
over as interim head coach.
 The firing comes after a scandal allegedly 
involving one of Paterno’s former top assis-
tants, Jerry Sandusky, who has been charged 
with sexually abusing eight boys over a 15-
year span. Graham B. Spanier, one of the 
longest-serving and highest-paid university 
presidents in the country, was also terminat-
ed.
 A graduate assistant reported that incident 
to Paterno, who told the school’s athletic di-
rector but did not talk to criminal authorities. 
 Paterno has the most career victories of any 
coach in major college football history with 
409 wins. His contract was slated to expire at 
the end of the year.
 Penn State fell to Nebraska 17-14 in the 
last home game of the season Nov. 12—the 
first without Paterno as head coach in almost 
five decades.
 Also, it was announced Nov. 14 that Pa-
terno’s name has been removed from the 
new Big Ten championship trophy, which had 
been called the Stagg-Paterno Championship 
Trophy, after him and another coach, Amos 
Alonzo Stagg. It will now be called the Stagg 
Championship Trophy.
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DIVORCE – LEGAL EQUALITY FOR EVERYONE 

   When the Civil Union Act was signed into law by Governor Quinn, everyone was rejoicing at the 
granting of all the legal benefits to same-sex couples. For Beth and her ex-lover Janet, however, 
the joy of the new civil union law was not that they could enter into a legally binding relationship 
in Illinois; the joy was that they could finally end the legal relationship they created in Vermont in 
2000. 
   In 2000, LGBT couples from all states could travel to Vermont, apply with Vermont town clerks for 
a civil-union license and then receive a civil-union certificate. Vermont intended that the legal status 
granted to LGBT couples was to be parallel to civil marriage. But it only worked while in Vermont.
   Relationships change and it changed for Beth and Janet, who now live apart. In 2006 they split. 
Now ready to move into new unions and marriages, they discovered they could not terminate their 
Vermont civil union in Illinois. Illinois did not allow them to “divorce” under Illinois law. The 
only way for Janet and Beth to terminate their Vermont civil union was for one of them to move to 
Vermont and meet the residency requirement of living there for one year. They couldn’t afford to 
move back, nor did they want to. So they stayed together legally.
   People change and grow; people can create ugly disasters and people make mistakes—what 
seemed like a good idea at one point in someone’s life may not be the same great idea years later. The 
new civil union law in Illinois provides a legal fix for the mistakes. It allows judges to grant legal 
dissolution of unions and make declarations of invalidity of a civil union, and decree that a marriage 
between persons of the same sex, a civil union, or a substantially similar relationship (other than a 
common law marriage), legally entered into in another jurisdiction, can be dissolved here in Illinois. 
   Now Janet and Beth—as well as all the other LGBT couples who have marriage licensees from 
other states and countries—can have the benefit of Illinois’ law and courts to terminate their legal 
ties, to unwind the mistakes and fix the bad ideas. This gives a real sense of equality to LGBT 
couples so they know they won’t end up in legal limbo if their relationship changes. 



Nov. 16, 2011WINDY CITY TIMES 39

MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS
CONNE IONSX

(708)743-7792
info@exclusivehomeimprovement.com
www.exclusivehomeimprovement.com

Chicago’s Leading Home 
Improvement Remodelers

Over 15 Years’ Experience

• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms
• Room Additions 
• New Construction
• Attics & Basements

ALWAYS ON YOUR SIDE

Betty Tsamis
Tsamis Law Firm, P.C.

(866)703-5509
BTsamis@TsamisLaw.com

www.TsamisLaw.com

The Law Offices of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago 1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991
All work done on premise.

P045151  4/04

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster
Chicago, IL 60614
Bus: 773-975-9111  
Fax: 773-975-1192
linda@lindakuczka.com

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

Family Law
Donald B. Boyd, Jr.

• Divorce/Wills/Trusts
• Real Estate Closings

• Civil Unions  • LGBT Issues
• Custody Violation  • Child Support

Free Initial Consultation
708-848-1005

232 S. Lathrop Ave.  •  Forest Park, IL 60130
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available
Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.BoydDivorce.com

Alan Sanchez, CPA, P.C. 
Accounting Services 

Tax Consultation/Preparation 

3418 North Sheffield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60657-8589 

Telephone 773-871-1256 
www.alansanchezcpa.com

Dr. Edward J. Fajardo
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

4633 N. Western Ave., Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60625

(312) 623-0502
EJFajardo@aol.com

Specializing in
Gay-Affirmative Psychotherapy



Nov. 16, 2011 WINDY CITY TIMES40

A NEW GAY MYSTERY

AVAILABLE ONLINE AS AN EBOOK AND IN PRINT FORMAT FROM 

MLR PRESS    www.mlrpress.com

AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK FROM

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE   3251 BROADWAY, CHICAGO   773-883-9119

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT MARKZUBRO.COM

www.markzubro.com



