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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

During the unseasonably warm weekend of Oct. 7-8, 
alumni and their families returned to Wheaton College to 
celebrate homecoming weekend. This homecoming was 
different, however, because it was the first time that out 
and proud LGBTQ alumni and their allies returned to the 
campus in the school’s 150-year history. 
 OneWheaton—the new group formed in April 2011 (its 
origins date back to Dec. 2010/Jan. 2011) to support LG-
BTQ alumni who feel/felt isolated while attending Whea-
ton College—participated in many homecoming activi-
ties, held a panel discussion and hosted a free concert 
featuring out lesbian gospel singer Jennifer Knapp. 
 Organization chair Jose Vilanova said, “LGBTQ alumni 
wanted to have healing and affirmation and our group 
was a response to that and this evolved over time as 
people became members of our private Facebook group.” 
 The group’s mission is, according to its website, “to 
provide an open, inclusive, and safe community for LG-

BTQ and allied alumni and students of Wheaton College. 
We support students and alumni with compassion, coun-
sel, and resources so that they can live full, vibrant lives. 
We affirm LGBTQ individuals and their relationships that 
are the natural expression of their identity.” 
 OneWheaton began when Vilanova received a phone 
call from Mitch Rodriguez, a young gay alumnus, urging 
him to get a bunch of gay alumni together to create “It 
Gets Better” videos for Wheaton students. Vilanova went 
on Facebook and started a private alumni group for LG-
BTQ former students to join and commit to take part in 
the videos. 
 Then Wesley Hill, another gay alumnus, spoke on cam-
pus, contending that gay Christians should remain celi-
bate. Many alumni reacted to Hill’s message, resulting in 
the videos being put on hold. Instead, they decided to 
go onto campus and distribute letters that shared LG-
BTQ alumni’s individual and collective lives to Wheaton 

Reeling: The Chicago Lesbian & Gay Interna-
tional Film Festival—the second-oldest event 
of its kind—celebrates its 30th anniversary 
this year, again featuring movies from around 
the world. See pages 26-27.
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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

During the unseasonably warm weekend of Oct. 7-8, 

alumni and their families returned to Wheaton College to 

celebrate homecoming weekend. This homecoming was 

different, however, because it was the first time that out 

and proud LGBTQ alumni and their allies returned to the 

campus in the school’s 150-year history. 

 OneWheaton—the new group formed in April 2011 (its 

origins date back to Dec. 2010/Jan. 2011) to support LG-

BTQ alumni who feel/felt isolated while attending Whea-

ton College—participated in many homecoming activi-

ties, held a panel discussion and hosted a free concert 

featuring out lesbian gospel singer Jennifer Knapp. 

 Organization chair Jose Vilanova said, “LGBTQ alumni 

wanted to have healing and affirmation and our group 

was a response to that and this evolved over time as 

people became members of our private Facebook group.” 

 The group’s mission is, according to its website, “to
 

provide an open, inclusive, and safe community for LG-

BTQ and allied alumni and students of Wheaton College. 

We support students and alumni with compassion, coun-

sel, and resources so that they can live full, vibrant lives. 

We affirm LGBTQ individuals and their relationships that 

are the natural expression of their identity.” 

 OneWheaton began when Vilanova received a phone 

call from Mitch Rodriguez, a young gay alumnus, urging 

him to get a bunch of gay alumni together to create “It 

Gets Better” videos for Wheaton students. Vilanova went 

on Facebook and started a private alumni group for LG-

BTQ former students to join and commit to take part in 

the videos. 

 Then Wesley Hill, another gay alumnus, spoke on cam-

pus, contending that gay Christians should remain celi-

bate. Many alumni reacted to Hill’s message, resulting in 

the videos being put on hold. Instead, they decided to 

go onto campus and distribute letters that shared LG-

BTQ alumni’s individual and collective lives to Wheaton 

Reeling: The Chicago Lesbian & Gay Interna-

tional Film Festival—the second-oldest event 

of its kind—celebrates its 30th anniversary 

this year, again featuring movies from around 
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BY DAnA RuDoLph
KEEn nEWS SERvICE

In a blow to activists seeking to stop anti-gay 
bullying, two proposals to address bullying in 
schools were left out of an education reform 
bill approved by a U.S. Senate committee Oct. 
20. Also, a proposal to explicitly prohibit anti-
LGBT bullying was removed. However, senators 
who support the efforts have promised to try 
to insert language once the full education bill 
reaches the floor.
 The Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions approved revisions to the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the 
key federal statute governing primary and sec-
ondary education, in a 15-7 vote. The version of 
the act implemented by Congress at the behest 
of President George W. Bush was better known 
as “No Child Left Behind.” President Obama has 
said reform of the act is one of his highest pri-
orities.
 Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmo-
nese said in a statement that the annual reau-
thorization of the act “was the best opportunity 
the Senate will have in this Congress to address 
the problem of bullying faced by LGBT students” 
and that he was “disappointed” the Committee 
did not do so.
 The two primary anti-bullying measures that 
LGBT advocates have hoped would be part of 
that bill are the Student Nondiscrimination Act 
(SNDA) and the Safe Schools Improvement Act 
(SSIA).
 The SNDA would prohibit elementary and sec-
ondary schools from discriminating against stu-
dents on the basis of real or perceived sexual 
orientation or gender identity in any program 
or activity receiving federal funds. “Discrimina-
tion” would include harassment, bullying, intim-
idation and violence based on sexual orientation 
or gender identity.
 The Safe Schools bill (SSIA) would require 
schools and districts receiving federal funds to 
implement and report on anti-bullying programs. 
It would require that anti-bullying programs 
specifically address bullying and harassment 
based on actual or perceived sexual orientation 
and gender identity, among other attributes.
 A 2009 survey of students by GLSEN (the Gay, 
Lesbian, and Straight Education Network) found 
that students are more likely to report problems 
and staffers are more likely to help them, where 
school policies explicitly prohibit bullying based 
on sexual orientation and gender identity.
 During the committee hearing, U.S. Sen. Al 
Franken, D-Minn., introduced but then withdrew 
SNDA as an amendment. In withdrawing it, Fran-
ken said there were some members who felt that 
including the language at this point would take 
bipartisan support away from the whole reau-
thorization bill.
 Franken, in an eight-minute statement before 
the committee, explained that SNDA would pro-
tect students like Justin Aaberg, Seth Walsh, 
and Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover, who each died 
by suicide after suffering relentless anti-gay 
bullying.
 He placed SNDA in the context of previous civil 
rights bills that addressed discrimination on the 
basis of race and gender. SNDA, he said, “follows 
a long precedent of Congress stepping to protect 
the most vulnerable members of American soci-
ety when they face pervasive discrimination.”
 Franken said committee Chairman Senator Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa, has promised to help him get a 
vote on an SNDA amendment when the educa-

tion bill goes to the Senate floor. In addition, 
he said Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., agreed to work 
with him to “find compromise language that he 
can support as a co-sponsor before we bring this 
vote to the floor.” Kirk is the lone Republican 
co-sponsor of SSIA.
 Like Franken did for SNDA, Sen. Bob Casey, 
D-Pa., introduced but then withdrew the Safe 
Schools language. 
 A third measure that was incorporated into 
the original education bill was “Successful, Safe, 
and Healthy Students,” which Harkin himself 
had introduced as a standalone bill last May. It 
seeks to give states grants to develop programs 
that support student health, prevent bullying, 
violence, and drug use, and promote “safe and 
supportive schools.”
Local education agencies applying for the grants 
would, among other things, have to establish 
policies prohibiting conduct that creates “a hos-
tile or abusive educational environment.”
 However, the version of that program that was 
approved as part of the education bill Oct. 20 
removed language that would have required par-
ticipating schools specifically to prohibit bully-
ing and harassment based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity.
 A Harkin spokesperson said that, if the SNDA 
provisions are approved as an amendment, they 
would require all schools receiving federal funds, 
including those receiving Successful, Safe, and 
Healthy Students grants, to establish enumer-
ated, LGBT-inclusive anti-bullying policies.
 The spokesperson said Harkin is hopeful the 
full Senate will approve the SNDA provisions as 
a floor amendment. She confirmed that “Chair-
man Harkin is committed to working with Sena-
tor Franken to ensure that happens” and that 
Harkin will also work with Casey so that “all stu-
dents are given the opportunity to succeed free 
from harassment or discrimination.”

 Casey also issued a statement saying that he 
would work “to see enumerated protections add-
ed to [the education bill] when it comes to the 
Senate floor.”
 However, passage of such amendments 
through the floor vote will be more difficult.
 All 12 of the Democrats (and one Independent, 
Bernard Sanders of Vermont) on the 22-mem-
ber committee are co-sponsors of SNDA, which 
would have given it enough votes for passage in 
committee.
 Ten Democrats, plus one Republican, are co-
sponsors of Safe Schools—one shy of a majority.
 Overall, SNDA has 35 sponsors. None are Re-
publicans. Safe Schools has 33 sponsors in total, 
including Kirk. 
 Neither the Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee spokesperson nor Senate Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid’s office could confirm 
when the full Senate might hear the education 
bill.
 ©2011 by Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.
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slDn scoffs 
at DoD’s
announcement 
of benefits
BY LISA KEEn
KEEn nEWS SERvICE
 
Just one day after being served notice that 
a federal lawsuit has been launched against 
it, the Department of Defense (DoD) issued a 
press release saying it has “now identified a 
total of 14 benefits” available to the “benefi-
ciaries” of all service members “regardless of 
sexual orientation.”
 DoD spokeswoman Eileen Lainez said, in 
the Oct. 28 statement, that the department 
identified eight benefits Sept. 20, just before 
repeal of the federal law banning openly gay 
servicemembers went into effect. She said 
DoD has now identified six more.
 “Finally,” said Lainez, “in connection with 
the repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ the De-
fense Department is engaged in a careful and 
deliberate review of the possibility of revis-
ing the eligibility for additional benefits, if 
legally permitted.” 
 Zeke Stokes, communications director for 
the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network 
(SLDN), which filed a lawsuit Oct. 27, seeking 
equal benefits for gay servicemembers, said, 
“This does nothing to change our lawsuit.”
 SLDN Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis said, 
“The benefits outlined today were, in fact, 
available even before repeal of Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell.”  
 The 14 benefits identified by the DoD press 
release include the right to “designate ben-
eficiaries of their choosing” for: casualty no-
tification, survivor benefit for retirees, group 
life insurance, veterans group life insurance, 
travel and transportation allowance for at-
tendance at “yellow ribbon reintegration” 
events, receipt of effects of deceased service-
member, post-Vietnam-era Veterans Assis-
tance, active duty death benefit, death gra-
tuity, final settlement of accounts, wounded 
warrior caregiver, thrift savings plan,  escorts 
when servicemember is deceased or missing, 
and the right to be identified as a person hav-
ing interest in the status of a missing service-
member.
 SLDN’s Sarvis reiterated, as he said Oct. 27, 
that his organization is “not advocating any 
special treatment” for gay servicemembers, 
“but we want to underscore that all military 
families should be treated the same when it 
comes to recognition, benefits and family 
support.”
 DoD’s press release said service members 

“are encouraged” to contact their personnel 
offices for more information.
 ©2011 by Keen news Service. All rights 
reserved.

gay-rights advocate
aristide laurent dies
 Aristide J. “A.J.” Laurent, a pioneer in the 
gay-rights movement and a founder of The 
Advocate newspaper, died at his home in Los 
Angeles Oct. 26 after a long illness, according 
to a press release. He was 70.
 Laurent helped start The Los Angeles Ad-
vocate in 1967, working alongside Richard 
Mitch (Dick Michaels), Bill Rau and Sam Allen. 
When The Advocate was sold and relocated to 
the Bay Area eight years later, he moved with 
it. However, Laurent returned home shortly 
afterward and helped start NewsWest, which 
folded in 1977.
 Regarding his advocacy work, Laurent was 
in the anti-war movement of the 1960s and 
‘70s, and was part of pre-Stonewall protests 
against police harassing gays. In the 1980s, 
he was part of the ACT UP movement.
 In 1996 he was diagnosed with advanced 
prostate cancer and given two years to live. 
“Thanks to the prayers and support of friends 
and family—and some highly qualified medi-
cal professionals—I have lived many years 
past the doctors’ predictions,” he wrote in a 
letter released after his death.
 Services will be held Nov. 5 at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Magnolia Springs, Ala., 
where Laurent was born. Memorial contribu-
tions may be sent to Best Friends Animal So-
ciety (http://www.bestfriends.org).

Aristide Laurent.



BY ERICA DEMAREST

For the third time in five years, the Nigerian 
government is deliberating a law that would 
criminalize same-sex marriage in the country.
 Proposed in July 2011 and currently up for 
debate in the Nigerian Senate, the legislation 
would penalize anyone who witnesses or enters 
into a same-sex marriage. Punishments include 
hefty fines or three to five years in prison.
 ‘’Opening the legal door to same-sex marriage 
in Nigeria will be morally and ideologically un-
sound when other traditionally shunned intu-
itions [such] as incest remain illegal,” the bill’s 
sponsor, Sen. Domingo Alaba Obende, told the 
Nigerian newspaper Vanguard.
 Proponents of the controversial legislation 
claim it will protect Nigeria’s moral, religious 
and family traditions. Those opposed argue it 
will continue Nigeria’s longstanding history of 
human rights violations against LGBT citizens. 
 It is already illegal to engage in same-sex sex-
ual activity in Nigeria. If caught, citizens could 
face to up to 14 years in prison, or in extreme 
cases, the death penalty.
 “Nigeria is a country that is very naïve when it 
comes to sexuality,” said John Adewoye, a Chi-
cago-based activist who founded Courage Nige-
ria to combat anti-LGBT sentiment in his home 
country.  “Anyone with common sense can open 
their eyes and see being gay is not shameful. 
It’s human nature.”
 A former Catholic priest who sought asylum in 
the United States, Adewoye said he fled Nige-
ria because of persecution he experienced as an 
out gay man and political activist. He currently 
works as a chaplain at the University of Chicago.
 “I was not content with myself,” he said. 

“What do you tell people? They look at you... 
I did not choose to be gay. I did not choose to 
be born gay. This is how I find myself, and it’s a 
struggle.” 
 There’s still a lot of shame associated with ho-
mosexuality in Nigeria, Adewoye said. He worries 
that LGBT people and allies in the country will 
not mobilize effectively, too paralyzed by fear of 
being publicly outed or ostracized to act. Ade-
woye hopes to organize a protest at the Nigerian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., in coming weeks.

 He charged that Nigerian leaders are guilty of 
scaremongering. “The reasons these people are 
giving are crazy,” Adewoye said. “They’re not 
even logical.”
 In a Sept. interview with Vanguard, Obende 
said: “With the legalization of same sex mar-
riage, every school in Nigeria would be required 
to teach that this perversion is the moral equiv-
alent of traditional marriage between a man and 
a woman. Textbooks would have to depict [ho-
mosexual relationships], and stories written for 
children as young as kindergarten would have to 
give equal space to homosexuals.”
 There are no precedents that would support 
this claim.
 A public hearing on the bill took place Oct. 31. 
Similar laws were proposed in 2006 and 2008 to 
no avail.
 To learn more about Adewoye’s efforts with 
Courage Nigeria, email couragenigeria@gmail.
com or visit http://www.couragenigeria.org.
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hBhc refuses 
to carry 
windy city Times
 Howard Brown Health Center (HBHC) in-
formed Windy City Times last week that due 
to our ongoing coverage of controversies 
and funding losses at its agency, HBHC will 
refuse to carry Windy City Times at any of 
its venues, including Brown Elephant, Tri-
ad, Broadway Youth Center and other loca-
tions. Howard Brown claims it is because 
of bias in our coverage, but several months 
ago the agency told us it would no longer 
answer our questions about funding and 
other controversies facing the agency. This 
most recent story, about its loss of another 
grant, did include comments from HBHC 
staff on the issue.

state rep. cassidy 
hosting satellite 
office hours
 State Rep. Kelly Cassidy is scheduling office 
hours at sites around the 14th District in an 
effort to increase accessibility.
 Beginning Nov. 4, Cassidy will hold satellite 
office hours the first and third Fridays of each 
month at 1-3 p.m. at Centro Romero, 6216 
N. Clark St. She will also hold office hours 
the first and third Mondays of every month at 
Rogers Park Library, 6907 N. Clark St., 12-2 
p.m. Appointments are not needed.
 Her full-time is open during the week 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. and by appointment. Call 773-
784-2002 or email RepCassidy@gmail.com.

Minnesota oUT!
conference
nov. 4-6
 The sixth annual Minnesota OUT! Campus 
Conference will take place at St. Cloud State 
University Nov. 4-6.
 MOCC is a conference for all students, staff, 
faculty, alumni and community members from 
around the state of Minnesota and surround-
ing region to discuss issues facing GLTBA 
communities on college and university cam-
puses and in the greater community. 
 Registration is free for students and $30 for 
non-students. See http://www.mncampusal-
liance.org.
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BY KATE SoSIn

Every active Illinois Republican senator has 
signed on to sponsor a bill that would amend 
the civil-unions act to allow religious foster-care 
agencies to reject civil-union couples.
 The Civil Rights Agenda announced the finding 
in a press release.
 “We are horrified to learn that every active 
Republican Senator has signed on to this leg-
islation,” stated Anthony Martinez, executive 
director of The Civil Rights Agenda, in a press 
statement. “As a non-partisan organization, 
it becomes increasingly difficult to appeal to 
Republican ideals when the party is seemingly 
hostile towards the LGBT community. This is a 
hollow political move that could have dire con-
sequences for LGBT people.”

 Senate Bill 2495 was introduced in mid-Octo-
ber. LGBT advocates had believed that the bill 
would fail to pick up steam as at least three 
similar bills were defeated in the senate last 
session. 
 The bill’s synopsis states that “child welfare 
agency that is religiously based or owned by, op-
erated by, or affiliated with a bona fide religious 
organization may decline an adoption or foster 
family home application, including any related 
licensure and placement, from a party to a civil 
union if acceptance of that application would 
constitute a violation of the organization’s sin-
cerely held religious beliefs…”
 It also mandates that agencies that turn away 
applicants based on religious belief refer them 
to another agency. 
 The bill comes after months of court dispute 
between the state and a handful of Catholic 
Charities that previously held foster care con-
tracts with the Department of Child and Fam-
ily Services. The charities lost those contracts 
with the advent of civil unions in June because 
they refused to place children with civil union 
couples and single people. 
 Catholic Charities lost a suit against the state 
for the contracts earlier this year.
 Sen. Kyle McCarter, who introduced the bill, 
said he simply wants to clarify the intention 
of the Religious Freedom Protection and Civil 

Union Act, which he believes was drafted with 
provisions for religious institutions. 
 “The courts and the governor have ignored the 
intention of the law,” he told Windy City Times. 
“If anyone has been discriminated against it is 
institutions of faith.”
 McCarter, who said he “has no bad feelings at 
all towards people who choose a different life-
style” than his, said he voted against the civil 
union bill because he believes that marriage is 
between a man and a woman and that children 
are best raised by a mother and a father. 
 State Sen. Heather Steans said that the bill is 
a political statement, not an actual possibility. 
 “I don’t think there’s been much a chance at 
all of this going anywhere,” Steans said. “People 
think it’s a good campaign issue, so they just 
want to keep bringing it up.” 
 Activist Rick Garcia, who was instrumental in 
getting the civil-union bill passed, said that 
he feels the controversy has little to do with 
a clash in values and everything to do with the 
millions that were lost when charities were re-
fused contract renewals.
 “This is big business for Catholic Charities,” 
Garcia said. “If you want state money, abide by 
state law.”
 Garcia criticized Senate Republicans for trying 
to amend a bill they largely voted against. 
 “Supporters of this have animosity towards 
gay people,” he said. “I don’t care what they 
say.” 
 However, whether such an amendment would 
even result in new contracts for the charities 
remains to be seen. Catholic Charities organi-
zations in several dioceses lost the court case 
not because the judge determined they were dis-
criminatory, but because they had no property 
right to the contracts. If the state did not want 
to grant the organizations’ contracts, the court 
ruled, it was not obligated to do so. 

U.s. conference 
on aiDs
to feature 
Furnish, lemon
 The National Minority AIDS Council (NMAC) 
has announced that Chairman of the Elton John 
AIDS Foundation (EJAF) David Furnish will give 
a keynote address at a special opening plenary 
focused on gay men at the United States Confer-
ence on AIDS (USCA), slated to take place Nov. 
10-13 in Chicago.
 Joining Furnish in addressing the plenary will 
be openly gay CNN anchor Don Lemon and Ari-
zona state Sen. Jack Jackson. Former Project 
Runway contestant Mondo Guerra is also slated 
to be there.
 Furnish serves as chairman EJAF both in the 
United States and the United Kingdom, taking 
an active leadership role as a public speaker 
on behalf of the foundation, writing editorials 
on the epidemic and traveling the world as an 
ambassador to develop partnerships with like-
minded organizations. 
 Lemon anchors CNN Newsroom during the 
weekend and serves as correspondent across 
CNN’s U.S. programming.
 On Feb. 2, 2010, Jackson was appointed to 
serve on President Obama’s Advisory Council on 
HIV/AIDS. He previously sat on President Clin-
ton’s HIV/AIDS Council in 1999.
 Also participating in this session will be singer 
and Broadway legend Jennifer Holiday. Holiday 
is a longtime supporter of the gay community 
and ally in the fight against HIV/AIDS.
 See http://www.2011usca.org.
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Panel focuses 
on police and 
hate crimes
BY KATE SoSIn

The Honorable William Hooks told a group of 
police chiefs Oct. 26 that corruption in their 
departments was preventing efforts to curb 
hate crimes.
 The Cook County Circuit Court Judge told 
a meeting of International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) Civil Rights Committee 
that they need to do better when it comes to 
preventing and following up on hate crimes.
Hooks was part of an IACP panel at Dunbar 
Vocational Career Academy on hate crimes. 
Other panelists included Chief Tina M. Ska-
hill, Chicago Police Department; Mona Norie-
ga, commissioner of the Chicago Commission 
on Human Relations; and Miriam Lieberman, 
civil-rights counsel for the Midwest chapter 
of the Anti-Defamation League.
 The panel, “Embracing Diversity: Have We 
Moved in the Right Direction?” focused on 
what law enforcement can do to combat hate 
crimes on the streets and prejudice among 
police. 
 Skahill said that efforts to reduce hate 
crimes need to start with police recruitment.
 “Diversity in law enforcement is a necessity 
for fostering meaningful dialogues and rela-
tionships within a community,” Skahill said. 
“Some minorities may not want to join the 
police department. Dialogue on these issues 
is needed.”  
 Skahill reported that Chicago had 57 re-
ported hate crimes in 2009, but added that 
such crimes often go unreported, making the 
numbers falsely low. 
 “Marginalized communities for a million 
and one reasons do not report,” Noriega said. 
Part of the reason, she said, is that they have 
been victimized in the past by law enforce-
ment. 
 According to Noriega, hate crimes are most 
prevalent in neighborhoods where the popu-
lation is changing racially or ethnically, due 
to biases of residents or concerns that gentri-
fication is pushing the community out. 
 Since September, she said, the Commission 
on Human Relations has dealt with 43 reports 
of hate crimes. 
 Lieberman said that hate crimes are par-
ticularly concerning because they are crimes 
against an entire community. She said that 
the necessity of hate-crimes legislation is to 
provide a counter-message to that commu-
nity. 
 However, Hooks put the issue on police 
themselves.
 “I don’t care where you come from,” he 

told an auditorium of approximately 30 po-
lice chiefs. “There are factions in your agency 
that should be in jail.”
 Hooks said he was “sick” of the corruption 
that undercut community trust in police. He 
said that fighting hate crimes meant that of-
fers had to stop making jokes about marginal-
ized people.
 “We have got to do better,” he said. “I don’t 
care what you did in the past, you can make a 
difference.” 
 According to Lieberman, findings suggest 
that LGBT people experienced the third high-
est rate of hate crimes nationally in 2009 
(the most recent statistic available). Anti-
LGBT crimes made up 18.5 percent of reported 
cases. 
 Race was the overwhelming factor in hate 
crimes in 2009, at 48.5 percent. Most of 
those, said Lieberman, were targeted at La-
tinos, as immigration remains a hot-button 
issue in the United States. 

hauff case
headed to trial
BY KATE SoSIn

Three men facing hate-crime charges relating 
to a Red Line attack that made headlines last 
year, are set to stand trial Nov. 7.
 Sean Little, 21; Kevin McAndrew, 23; and 
Benjamin Eder, also 23, all of Evanston, face 
charges stemming from an attack on Daniel 
Hauff, a gay man who interrupted the three 
as they allegedly bullied another gay man.
 Hauff was riding a northbound Red Line 
train home Jan. 10, 2010, when the three 
men allegedly began beating him for inter-
vening as they taunted another man. Hauff 
said that he convinced his alleged attackers 
to stop by telling him that he was HIV-posi-
tive.
 The story made local and national head-
lines. 
 LGBT court-advocacy group Out for Justice 
(OFJ) has asked that LGBT people show up 
in large numbers and sit through the trial, 
which could wrap up as soon as Nov. 8.
 “What we need to do is support victims of 
hate crimes… and say you’re not alone,” said 
Elana Mendelson, director of OFJ. “We will 
stand behind you because it’s a scary thing 
to go through.”
 Mendelson also added that a large LGBT 
presence is strategic and sends a message to 
the judge and defendants that the community 
cares about the case. 
 The trial will start Nov. 7 at the Criminal 
Courthouse at 26th Street and California Av-
enue. For more information on the trial and to 
RSVP to OFJ, see http://outforjusticechicago.
org.

The honorable William hooks at the hate-crimes panel. photo by Kate Sosin

Anthony Martinez of The Civil Rights Agenda.
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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

Addressing a crowd of 200 people, Donna Brazile 
spoke about politics and citizen involvement at 
Columbia College Chicago’s Conversation in the 
Arts lecture series Oct. 25. 
 Brazile is a veteran democratic strategist and 
commentator, author and syndicated columnist 
as well as an adjunct professor at Georgetown 
University and former chair of Vice-President Al 
Gore’s presidential campaign (the first African-
American woman to hold that post).
 Chicago Sun-Times columnist Mary Mitchell in-
troduced Brazile by highlighting her career and 
accomplishments, including when a 9-year-old 
Brazile successfully got a playground installed 

in her New Orleans neighborhood after working 
to elect a city council candidate who promised 
to build that playground. 
 Brazile started by talking about her recent ap-
pearance on an episode of the CBS legal drama 
The Good Wife, getting laughs when she said she 
envisioned that the character of Eli Gold, played 
by Alan Cumming, was Chicago Mayor Rahm Em-
manuel. 
 Turning to the political arena, Brazile thanked 
the college and President Dr. Warrick L. Carter 
for the invitation to speak. “Politicians are not 
performers in the sense of fine arts but some of 
us dance around the truth,” said Brazile, add-
ing “Tonight I am going to try and get straight 
to the point and I’ve omitted all the partisan 
references in my speech so thank you and good 
night,” which made the crowd laugh again. Then 
Brazile talked about how in Washington, D.C., 
they use traffic circles to give people the allu-
sion that things are moving forward in politics 
when the opposite is true. 
 Brazile then addressed people’s dissatisfaction 
with politicians and people on Wall Street. Par-
tisanship, Brazile said, has never been greater, 
mentioning the Republican Party’s goal of mak-
ing President Obama’s tenure last one term. Bra-
zile called on the audience to consider running 
for political office to help affect change. 
 Closing out the evening, Brazile took ques-
tions from the audience. One man asked about 

Obama and his rocky relationship with the pro-
gressive base. Brazile answered that people 
need to stop complaining and get active, add-
ing that the president should do as much as he 
can as fast as he can as well as communicate 
his accomplishments to people more effectively. 
Brazile said “change doesn’t start at the top it 
always starts at the bottom ... and you have to 
fight for change by getting in the arena.” 
 President Obama, Brazile told the audience, 
has accomplished 60 percent of what he laid 
out in the campaign. Of the 2012 campaign and 
beyond, Brazile said the Obama administration 
needs to add more people to the mix so new 
voices can be heard, especially the progressive 
base and minority groups. 
 For more information about the Conversation 
in the Arts lecture series at the college visit 
http://www.colum.edu/conversations. To find 
out more about Brazile visit http://www.don-
nabrazile.com.

Donna Brazile talks
politics at columbia

Donna Brazile. photo by Jorge Garza norrick

Michelle obama 
hints at 
marriage equality
 At a recent fundraiser in her hometown of 
Chicago, First Lady Michelle Obama seemed to 
hint at marriage equality when said she hopes 
U.S. Supreme Court Justices Sonya Sotomayor 
and Elena Kagan will protect the right to of 
Americans to “love whomever we choose,” the 
Chicago Sun-Times reported. 
 “Let’s not forget what it meant when my 
husband appointed those two brilliant Su-
preme Court justices, and for the first time in 
history our daughters and our sons watched 
three women take their seat on our nation’s 
highest court,” Obama said. “But more impor-
tantly, let us never forget the impact their 
decisions will have on our lives for decades 
to come—on our privacy and our security, on 
whether we can speak freely, worship openly, 
and, yes, love whomever we choose. That is 
what’s at stake here.”
 Obama also praised the repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell,” the policy that banned gays 
from serving openly in the military.

lgBTQ host home
benefit nov. 3
 There will be a wine-and-cheese event ben-
efiting the LGBTQ Host Home Program Thurs-
day, Nov. 3, at 401 N. Michigan Ave., 6-8:30 
p.m.
 There will be a silent auction and a raffle. 
Prizes include a week’s stay at Wolf Resort in 
North Carolina; and tickets to see the Joffrey 
Ballet, among many other items. Raffle tick-
ets will be one for $10 or three for $25.
 Admission is free; however, interested per-
sons should RSVP to pricem@ucanchicago.
org by Oct. 28.
 For more about UCAN, which runs the pro-
gram, see http://www.ucanchicago.org/host-
home.

alMa fundraiser 
nov. 4 at The call
 The Association of Latino Men for Action 
(ALMA) is holding its “Giving Never Felt So 
Food” food-drive fundraiser Friday, Nov. 4, 7 
p.m.-12 a.m., at the Call, 1547 W. Bryn Mawr.
 For more information, email Hector Salgado 
at hector@almachicago.org.

CURRENT SPECIALS END NOVEMBER  7TH

12X24 INCH MARBLE TILE.  ALL ITEMS ALWAYS PRICED PER SQUARE FOOT

DESIGNER STONE Outlet JUST OFF THE KENNEDY 2743 N California Avenue CHICAGO
Corner of California & Diversey SHOWROOM HOURS  M-F  10-8pm,  Sat 10-6pm, Sun 12-5pm
EXIT @ DIVERSEY / CALIFORNIA 773.489.4356 dsotile.com FREE PARKING

DESIGNER STONE Outlet
 GRANITE | MARBLE | ONYX | PORCELAIN | GLASS | CERAMIC | KITCHENS | VANITIES

12"x24"

MOON YELLOW ................$9.95
MOON GREY ....................$9.95
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BY KATE SoSIn

A transgender Metra worker is suing the agency 
over a refusal to let him use the men’s bathroom 
and locker room at work, despite the fact that 
he was out as trans and in the process of physi-
cally transitioning. 
 Chris Stevens (a pseudonym to protect his pri-
vacy) said that his supervisors told him he could 
not use the men’s facilities at work even after 

he obtained state ID listing his gender as male. 
Stevens has been working as a coach cleaner for 
Metra since 2008, he said. 
 “It’s important for my comfort level,” Stevens 
told Windy City Times. “I just feel like it’s really 
humiliating.” 
 Stevens filed a complaint with the Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations last year with 
help from The Civil Rights Agenda (TCRA).
 According to Stevens, he began transitioning 
to male in March 2010, and informed Metra of 
his new name and pronoun preference. Stevens 
said his supervisors continued to refer to him 
using an old name and pronouns and that he was 
told he wouldn’t be allowed to use the men’s 
room until after he had surgery.
 Stevens said he obtained a new state ID card 
that lists him as male, but was still denied use 
of the men’s room. 
 Metra spokesperson Meg Reile declined to re-
spond to the allegations, stating “we don’t com-
ment on pending litigation.” 
 According to a motion to dismiss the case 

filed by Metra and supplied to Windy City Times 
by TCRA, Metra argued that the Chicago Human 
Rights Ordinance, which protects gender iden-
tity, only applies to public accommodations, not 
to employee restrooms.
 “Cases such as this present employers like Me-
tra with difficult challenges and delicate situa-
tions which require a transitional period to ac-
commodate not only the sensibilities and rights 
of the complainant but also those of other em-
ployees who work with the complainant,” Metra 
wrote in its motion for dismissal.
 Stevens said that he was told he could only 
use Metra’s public men’s room, due to the Hu-
man Rights Ordinance, but that the law did not 
entitle him to use the employee’s men’s room. 
 Stevens alleges that he tried to educate Me-
tra about transgender people. He said he sent 
an email to the company’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity (EEO) office, listing links on trans-
gender rights from the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the Human Rights Campaign and the 
Transgender Law and Policy Institute, among 
others. 
 He finally turned to the Center on Halsted for 
help, he said. They referred him to TCRA’s Work-
place Project, which advocates for LGBT in such 
cases. 
 Stevens’ attorney, Jacob Meister, accused Me-
tra of “urging the commission to come up with a 
new meaning of the ordinance.”
 “Metra is urging this Commission to create 
barriers to these protections based on biologi-
cal sex which would in effect require employees 
to undergo procedures that are not commonly 
indicated by the medical community and would 
further require disclosure of private medical in-
formation,” read Stevens’ memo, opposing the 
motion from Metra dismiss his complaint.
 Finally, Stevens said, his supervisors never 
told him what surgery they allegedly required 
before he could use the men’s room. 
 He alleges that after he filed a complaint with 
the Human Rights Commission, he was unfairly 
subjected to disciplinary action. 
 According to a follow-up complaint filed with 
the Chicago Commission on Human Relations, 
Stevens was told on Sept. 29, 2010 that he was 
being relieved of his duties for making an “al-
leged dishonest statement.” Stevens said he had 
a hearing but never heard anything on the al-
legations afterwards.
 Stevens continues to work at Metra, but has 
transferred stations at his own request. After 
his transfer, he said, he was allowed to use the 
men’s bathroom and locker rooms. 
 Meister said Stevens’ case has been delayed 
for months now, and he is eager to see a resolu-
tion.
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‘gay list’ rumors
prompts threat
at high school
BY KATE SoSIn

Rumors about a list that may have involved 
a gay student outing a group of men at sub-
urban Oak Park River Forest High School set 
administrators on edge last week. 
 In a letter sent to parents Oct. 28, school 
Principal Nathaniel Rouse and Superintendent 
Steven Isoye warned that rumors indicated a 
student might try “disclosing private, person-
al information about other male students,” 
that day. Rumors also indicated that those 
male students might “retaliate.”
 Katherine Foran, a spokesperson for the 
school, said that the retaliation threat was 
violent and serious enough to warrant admin-
istrative response.
 “It was a directed threat,” Foran told Windy 
City Times. “It was specific enough to cause 
concern.” 
 Foran did not provide details on the nature 
of the threat, on whether the threat was di-
rected at a single student or if it involved one 
or more LGBT students.
 NBC Chicago, however, reported that many 
students claimed the threat was made against 
a gay male who created a list intended to out 
other gay students. 
 According to Foran, school officials stepped 
up security at the school on Oct. 28 and in-
tervened by talking to students thought to be 
involved. 
 Isoye and Rouse issued an update to par-
ents Oct. 30, stating that they were con-
vinced the “incident has passed.” 
 “There was not an actual list that was put 
together that we have been able to deter-
mine,” Foran said. 
 Just eight months ago, the high school 
dealt with a similar situation when a male 
student circulated a list detailing sexual ru-
mors about girls at the school. The incident, 
which received widespread media attention, 
was also detailed in the latest issue of Seven-
teen Magazine. 
 Since January, the school has been more 
active about combating bullying, Foran said. 
The school now provides mandatory training 
on dealing with bullying through health and 
physical-education classes as well as assem-
blies that tackle such issues.

cTa allegedly boots
gay couple for kiss
BY KATE SoSIn

A gay couple is considering filing complaints 
against the CTA (Chicago Transit Authority) 
after a bus driver allegedly tried to have them 
removed from the bus for kissing.
 The two men say that the driver yelled ho-

mophobic slurs  at them and called them po-
lice after they refused to leave the bus.
 Christopher Buchanan, 22, and boyfriend 
Derrell Hughes boarded a 146 southbound bus 
in Lakeview on Oct. 22, after leaving an after-
noon program at the Broadway Youth Center, 
Buchanan said. 
 “I was holding his hand and kissing and 
what-not,” Buchanan told Windy City Times.
 As the bus approached downtown, he said, 
a middle-aged white woman approached the 
bus driver to complain about the two. 
 The driver allegedly got up and told Bu-
chanan and Hughes that someone had com-
plained about them and that they needed to 
get off his bus. 
 “He was really in my face,” said Buchanan. 
“He said ‘You bitches need to get off the bus. 
… I can’t stand fags.’”
 When the couple refused to leave, Buchan-
an said, the driver called police. Buchanan 
said that police while police said they had 
not done anything illegal, they got off the 
bus after a two-hour ordeal during which a 
CTA supervisor was called. 
 Buchanan said he felt the two were targeted 
because they were two Black men kissing in 
public. He noted that a straight couple was 
also kissing on the bus at the time of the 
incident. 
 “Where does it state on CTA we can’t kiss 
on the bus?” Buchanan said. “Straight people 
kiss on the bus all the time.” 
 Jacob Meister of The Civil Rights Agenda is 
representing the couple. He said he will pur-
sue a resolution with CTA before taking legal 
action.
 “If they don’t take it seriously enough, we’ll 
file a complaint. It will cause them problems, 
and I don’t think they want that,” Meister 
said. 
 An email from CTA media relations said the 
incident had not come to their attention but 
that they were looking into the matter. Windy 
City Times will update as more details become 
available. 

whoopi goldberg 
at chicago house 
event nov. 4
 On Friday, Nov. 4, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., HIV/
AIDS agency Chicago House will host its 3rd 
Annual Speaker Series Luncheon at the Palmer 
House Hilton, 17 E. Monroe. Award-winning 
actress and The View moderator Whoopi Gold-
berg will serve as keynote speaker alongside 
Chicago House CEO Stan Sloan.
 The afternoon will kick off with a VIP recep-
tion, followed by the presentation and Q&A 
with Goldberg. 
 Past speakers have included President Bill 
Clinton and former Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright.
 Tickets are $150, $300 and $500. For more 
information, contact Sharla Nolte at 773-248-
5200, ext. 303, or visit http://www.chicago-
house.org.

Christopher
Buchanan (right)
and Derrell
hughes.
photo
courtesy
of the couple

Jacob Meister, the attorney for the transgen-
der Metra employee.

aiDs legal council of
chicago seeks
advocate nominees
 The AIDS Legal Council of Chicago (ALCC) is 
currently accepting nominations for the 2012 
Advocates of the Year Awards. The 2012 Se-
lection Committee welcomes nominations for 
individuals or organizations demonstrating 
outstanding achievement in HIV care and ad-
vocacy, with special attention to those who 
are distinguishing themselves in advocacy, 
health care, support services, education/pre-
vention and philanthropic/volunteer support. 
 

 Windy City Times is co-sponsoring the 
awards for the second consecutive year.
 All nominations are due Dec. 9. Nominat-
ing packets are available by contacting ALCC 
Director of Development Ricardo Cifuentes 
(ricardo@aidslegal.com/312-427-8990), or 
online through ALCC’s website (http://www.
alcc.com).
 Complete applications should provide de-
tailed examples of the candidate’s achieve-
ments, as members of the selection committee 
(composed of former honorees) may not have 
prior knowledge of the candidate. Applications 
may be mailed, e-mailed, faxed or delivered in 
person.



BY RoSS FoRMAn
 
At age 8, Maressa Spinak marched in the annual 
Chicago Gay Pride Parade, representing Season 
of Concern, the Chicagoland theater commu-
nity’s fundraising effort for those impacted by 
HIV/AIDS and other illnesses.
 At age 13, she donated funds from her bat 
mitzvah to Season of Concern.
 At 14, she asked to volunteer at the old AIDS-
Care facility in Lakeview (now EdgeAlliance), al-
though she was told she needed to be 16.
 Following through, at 16 she started volun-

teering at AIDSCare, working at the front desk 
4-10 p.m. every Friday until she left the neigh-
borhood to attend George Washington Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C.
 Spinak continued to volunteer at AIDSCare 
during breaks from college, and after graduat-
ing and returning to Chicago’s Lakeview neigh-
borhood, where she now lives, she’s become an 
integral part of two major, annual EdgeAlliance 
events: Dining Out For Life and Bar AIDS. 
 The 8th annual Bar AIDS was held Aug. 25, 

as many Chicago bars and nightclubs partici-
pated in this citywide fundraiser to help those 
living with HIV/AIDS. Participating bars and 
nightclubs pledged a portion of their proceeds 
to EdgeAlliance to sustain housing and support 
services for those impacted by HIV/AIDS.
 The 18th annual Dining Out For Life event was 
held April 28, and the event helped raise about 
$200,000 to continue its mission of providing 
housing with life services to women, children, 
and men living with HIV/AIDS.
 “When I was looking [to do] volunteer work 
while in high school, I contacted [AIDSCare] 
because AIDS service organizations have always 
been very important to me,” said Spinak, 27, 
a primary special-education teacher in the Chi-
cago Public Schools system.
 “Growing up where I did, and since my mom, 
Madeleine Fallon, has [worked] in theatre for 
years, I grew up knowing people who had HIV 
and/or AIDS, so it’s a cause that is very near 
and dear to my heart because it affects so many 
people that I know and care about.
 “I think it’s really important to give back to 
the community.”
 EdgeAlliance will hold its inaugural Giving 
Thanks Celebration Thursday, Nov. 3, recogniz-
ing contributions of EdgeAlliance partners and 
volunteers—including Spinak—who, according 
to event organizers, are so crucial in the quest 
to provide permanent housing and support to 
children and adults living with HIV/AIDS and 
veterans who are homeless. 
 The event will be held at Texas de Brazil, 51 E. 
Ohio St.
 Spinak will be honored for her volunteer work 
and her role as a Dining Out for Life Ambassador.
 “I was shocked, kind of taken aback, very flat-
tered, when told in June that I would be hon-
ored,” Spinak said. “From the residents to the 
staff to the other volunteers, it really is a bunch 
of great people to be around.”
 Spinak, who is single and straight, said her 
family has always been very open and accept-
ing of the LGBT community: “Someone’s [sexual 
orientation] has always been a non-issue in my 
life.”
 In fact, she said she’s a regular Sunday visitor 
to Sidetrack to hear showtunes.
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BY KATE SoSIn

True to their word, members of the city’s ad-
visory council on LGBT issues are not going 
down without a fight. 
 Representatives from the city’s eight ad-
visory councils held a press conference Oct. 
28 to voice their opposition to a proposed 
overhaul of the councils, which stand to be 
consolidated into three due to budget cuts.
 “By losing our seat at the table, we’re going 
to lose our identity in the City of Chicago,” 
said Gary Chichester, a member of the council 
on LGBT issues. “In our community, it’s too 
easy to hide. We need to have that visibility.”
 Under the proposed changes, the current 
councils on African, Arab, Asian, Immigrant 
and Refugee, Latino, LGBT, Veterans and 
Women issues would be reorganized into 
a council on “Sexuality and Gender” and a 
council on “Equity.” (The Veterans council re-
mains intact.) 
 All eight of the councils currently operate 
under the Chicago Commission on Human Re-
lations.
 The volunteer members of those councils 
argue that three councils cannot possibly do 
the work of eight and say that the reorgani-
zation threatens to undo progress their com-
munities have made in gaining a voice in city 
government.
 “A combined structure would not be able to 
address the identity, the needs of each com-
munity,” said Kendra Jackson, chair of the 
council on women’s issues. 
 Jackson argued that because each council 
is composed of up to 21 members, the coun-

cils themselves are diverse portraits of the 
communities they represent. Consolidation 
would threaten that, she said. 
 “Ineffectiveness can make efficiency mean-
ingless,” said Denise Lam, chair of the coun-
cil on Asian issues. “These proposals could be 
seen as reversing Chicago’s historic commit-
ment of more than 60 years to an inclusive 
and nondiscriminatory city.” 
 Most importantly, council members said, 
they just want to be part of the conversation. 
 “The fact that we weren’t even consulted 
makes me really wonder what’s going on,” 
said Chichester. 

city advisory councils
fight consolidation plan

Gary Chichester at the press conference. 
photo by Kate Sosin

Maressa Spinak. photo by Ross Forman

cancer benefit at 
sidetrack nov. 16
 Over the Rainbow, a benefit to raise money 
and awareness for those who struggle with 
cancer within the LGBT community, will be 
held Nov. 16 at Sidetrack bar, 3349 N. Hal-
sted, 7-10 p.m.
 Singers and performers appearing in Over 
the Rainbow include Amy Armstrong, Stephen 
Leonard, Molly Callinan, Cyon Flare, Circuit 
Mom and Sasha Colby. 
 The night will also include a silent auction. 
The proceeds will benefit both Howard Brown 
Health Center’s efforts against cancer and the 
American Cancer Society. 
 A $10 contribution at the door will include 
one drink ticket. Event organizer Jimmy Kays 
asked those attending to bring items to sup-
port Vital Bridges. Those that would be help-
ful include: canned tuna or salmon, canned 
fruits or vegetables, canned soups or stews, 
and personal care products such as bar soap, 
shampoo, conditioner, hand lotion, deodor-
ant, toothbrushes and toothpaste.

 For info, email Jimmy@sidetrackchicago.
com or visit http://www.facebook.com/Over-
TheRainbow773.

Personal Pac 
luncheon with 
Meredith Baxter 
nov. 17
 TV star Meredith Baxter, who is now out as 
a lesbian activist, will be the keynote speaker 
at the 18th annual Personal PAC Awards Lun-
cheon, Nov. 17, Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michi-
gan Ave. The reception is 11 a.m., luncheon 
at noon.
 Honorees at the event are Jennie Goodman 
and Pam Sutherland.
 Personal PAC is a bipartisan political action 
committee dedicated to electing pro-choice 
candidates to state and local office in Illi-
nois. Terry Cosgrove, a longtime gay activist, 
is president and CEO of the Personal PAC.
  See http://www.personalpac.org.

OPAL Gala 2011
The Oak Park 

Lesbian & Gay Association
(OPALGA) is excited to host its 

15th Oak Park Area Leadership Gala 
and invite our members and friends to join us on

Saturday, November 19, 2011 at 

The Nineteenth Century Club
178 Forest Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60301

Socializing, Hors d’oeuvres & Buffet at 6:30 pm
Dancing until 11 pm

Tickets: $85 per person
To request tickets, please call 708.848.0273

Proceeds from this event will also provide grants to the following 
organizations that provide services to LGBTQ adults and youth

Oak Park PFLAG
Lesbian Community Care Project
PCC Community Wellness Center

Illinois Safe Schools Alliance
Broadway Youth Center

Oak Park Area Lesbian & Gay Association is 
a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization. 

Donations are tax deductable to the extent 
allowable by law.

PO Box 1460, Oak Park, IL, 60304
708.848.0273

www.opalga.org

Our Proud Media Sponsor
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BY CARRIE MAXWELL

With the Legacy Walk luncheon (featuring key-
note speaker Cleve Jones) taking place Oct. 25 
at the Palmer House, Windy City Times spoke to 
members of the inductee selection committee 
to get their perspectives on LGBT History Month 
and the project. 
 The committee members selected 36 inductees 
out of more than 150 submissions to be the first 
LGBT people across history to have their biogra-
phies featured on the rainbow pylons on Halsted 
Street in Lakeview. Along with the committee 
members, Dr. John D’Emilio served as the official 
historian advisor to the board for the selection 
process and June LaTrobe and Vernita Gray were 
consultants on the project. 
 “I knew going into the process the first time 
out would require some creative input. I de-
cided the way to ensure a sensitive, thought-
ful approach to the selection process that was 
also academically guided would be to seek 
out the counsel of both seasoned community 
activists and LGBT historians from a variety 
of backgrounds. I am very proud of the group 
we brought together, a veritable “who’s who” 
of activists with a variety of voices. Together 
with our historians I feel we have arrived at a 
spectacular Inaugural Class of Inductees for our 
2012 dedication,” said Victor Salvo, founder and 
executive director of the Legacy Project.
 Fourteen individuals were chosen for the com-
mittee covering the diversity of the LGBT fam-
ily; C.C. Carter (author), Ann Christophersen 
(co-founder and co-owner of Women and Chil-
dren First Bookstore), James Darby (former high 
school teacher and decorated U.S. Navy veteran 
of the Korean War), Dr. Kevin Kumashiro (profes-
sor of Asian-American studies at the University 
of Chicago-Illinois), Dr. Lillian Faderman (pro-
fessor emerita of California State University and 
noted scholar of lesbian history and literature), 
Dr. Gabriel Gomez (professor in the school of li-
brary science at Chicago State University), Joel 
Hall (co-founder of the Chicago City Theater 
Company), Dr. Charles Middleton (president of 
Roosevelt University), Brother Michael Oboza 
(Orthodox Catholic Eastern Rite monastic), Dr. 
Bryant Ragan (professor of history at the Colo-
rado College), Julio Rodriguez (Association of 
Latino Men for Action board president), Joanne 
Trapani (investigator with the Cook County Com-
mission on Human Rights), Dr. Lourdes Torres 
(professor of Latin-American and Latino studies 
at DePaul University) and Dr. Nancy Unger (as-
sociate professor of gay and lesbian history at 
Santa Clara University). 
 A number of the selection committee members 
said how honored and grateful they were to be 
asked to be a part of this project so the public 
notices the lives of LGBT people and their soci-
etal contributions. Kumashiro and Oboza noted 
the special effort that was made to bring to-
gether a committee that reflected the diversity 
of all LGBT communities. 
 Of the Legacy Walk itself, Christophersen said, 
“Anything that gets the names of LGBT people 
and their contributions out in the public for 
people to learn about is a good thing.” Darby 
talked about how the Legacy walk will make 
LGBT history more public and available to the 
next generation of kids. 
 Gomez added, “It’s a great idea to turn a 
simple joyful streetscape element, a rainbow-
colored pylon, into a thoughtful and highly vis-
ible marker of how LGBT people and events have 
changed our world.” Middleton remarked that 
it’s “such a fitting thing that the Legacy Walk, 
which will celebrate our outstanding leaders in 

all walks of life over a long period of time, will 
be in Boystown, itself uniquely representative of 
the progress we have made as a community here 
in Chicago and elsewhere.”  
 “To me the Legacy Walk reminds us that all 
LGBT histories and herstories are equally of 
worth,” said Oboza. Ragan said, “The Legacy 
Walk is a pioneering project. Imagine the posi-
tive impact it will have on young LGBT people, 
their families and friends and our fellow citi-
zens.” 
 “One of the things that the LGBT community 
needs to continue to do is claim our place in 
history and have our communities contributions 
known to the world and the Legacy Walk is an-
other critical step in that process,” said Rodri-
guez.   
 Unger said that learning about these individu-
als through the Legacy Walk “will be empower-
ing and instructive for those who are still strug-
gling and this project will contribute to that 
larger history and is important to everyone, not 
just LGBTQ people.”
 All committee members had to keep in mind 
the lasting significance of the nominated indi-
viduals and events, the diversity of the individu-
als chosen along gender, gender identity, racial 
and ethnic lines as well as making sure that peo-

ple were chosen from all around the world and 
across history. Middleton said he “tried to select 
individuals who lived their lives with courage, 
conviction and personal integrity ... as a profes-
sional historian, this meant I was looking for 
people and organizations that shaped and de-
fined the times in which they lived not just on 
our issues but on broader ones as well.” 
 Rodriguez said his choices centered around 
people who did things for the LGBT commu-
nity keeping in mind who made him proud to 
be an openly gay Latino man. “The people who 
had the widest impact and whose sexual iden-
tity seemed especially integral to their achieve-
ments” guided Unger’s choices. Christophersen 
noted that it was a difficult task and she was 
surprised by the people who were LGBT that she 
didn’t know and it was interesting to find out 
about those people during the selection pro-
cess. Darby, being a military veteran, focused on 
military people and people who died before their 

time wondering what the world would’ve been 
like had they lived to an old age. 
 As for LGBT History Month (October) everyone 
thought that it’s a great way to recognize LGBT 
people; however, some noted what has yet to be 
accomplished to gain full equality in American 
society. Rodriguez said that making LGBT his-
tory a larger and integrated part of everyone’s 
history is of great importance, and to not just 
have a month set aside to honor LGBT people 
and achievements. 
 Unger echoed Rogdriguez’s statements adding 
that, by designating a specific month for things 

like Women’s History Month, African-American 
History Month and LGBT History Month, she 
worries that “we’re effectively ghettoizing these 
various groups” and making it easy for people 
to forget or ignore their history the rest of the 
year. However, she also said that having cer-
tain months set aside to honor specific history 
heightens people’s awareness so she wouldn’t 
want to see them abandoned.
 For more information on The Legacy Project, 
visit http://www.legacyprojectchicago.org/. It’s 
also on Facebook and Twitter.

a look at the
legacy Project’s
committee members

legacy walk 
fundraising 
launches at 
Palmer house
BY KATE SoSIn

LGBT leaders from around the city gathered at 
the Palmer House Hilton downtown to begin 
fundraising efforts for the Legacy Walk, the 
LGBT walking-tour museum headed for per-
manent display on Halsted Street in Lakeview 
next year.
 The luncheon featured a keynote address 
from activist Cleve Jones. Also, the first 36 
inductees (listed at the end of this article) 
were unveiled. 
 “Today we’re living through an epidemic of 
suicides by young people who cannot cope 
with the world,” said Victor Salvo, creator and 
executive director of the Legacy Project. “The 
willful redaction of GLBT history can no lon-
ger be endured.”
 Salvo said that he had been inspired to cre-
ate the project by the life of Alan Turing, the 
mathematician who broke the Nazi code that 
ended Hitler’s reign. Turing, who was gay, suf-
fered chemical castration as punishment for 
his sexuality by the British government. He 
later killed himself. 
 Salvo tearfully said that Turing’s story 
“went through me like a hot spear,” and made 
him realize that many community heroes were 
being lost to history because they were LGBT.
 Jones spoke of the impact that his discov-
ery of gay history had on him as a young per-
son who thought he was alone in being gay.
 “When I was little, they told me that I was 
different, and I understand that the differ-
ent that I was was a bad kind of difference,” 
Jones said. “It was these little glimpses into 
our history that not only intrigued me but 
strengthened me.” 

 Jones said that projects like the Legacy 
Walk should ensure that young LGBT people 
don’t grow up feeling isolated. 
 Still, Jones said, people should remember 
that those inducted were also regular people 
who worked hard and loved their communi-
ties.
 “As much as we want to see them as ex-
traordinary… they are ordinary people,” he 
said. “Now that Harvey [Milk] has become 
this mythic figure, I want to assure you, he 
was an ordinary person.”
 In addition to Jones’ address, the attendees 
got the first look at the Legacy Walk video 
that featured words from longtime activists 
Lori Cannon, Owen Keehnen and Salvo. The 
video will be used to educate community 
members and possible donors about the proj-
ect.
 The Legacy Walk is scheduled to be unveiled 
next Oct. 11, “National Coming Out Day.” The 
walking museum will feature educational 
plaques of LGBT heroes. It will occupy a home 
on the 22 rainbow pylons that line the half 
mile strip on Halsted in Boystown.
 More information on the Legacy Project is 
available at http://www.legacyprojectchica-
go.org.
 The 2012 Legacy Walk Inductees are: James 
Baldwin, Harvey Milk, Gertrude Stein and Al-
ice B. Toklas, Jane Addams, Barbara Jordan, 
Audre Lorde, Margaret Mead, Josephine Baker, 
Christine Jorgensen, Walt Whitman, Oscar 
Wilde, Virgina Woolf, Barbara Gittings, Har-
ry Hay, Bayard Rustin, Sappho, Dr. Margaret 
Chung, Michel Foucault, Frida Kahlo, Dr. Al-
fred Kinsey, Two Spirit People, Allen Ginsberg, 
Rudolf Nureyev, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, 
Lorraine Hansberry, Alan Turing, Federico 
Garcia Lorca, Alvin Ailey, Quentin Crisp, Keith 
Haring, Leonard Matlovich, Reinaldo Arenas, 
Dr. Antonia Pantoja, Kukai and The Stonewall 
Riot.
 Watch the presentation video at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhmet9ki3GE.

Gabriel Gomez. photo by Tracy Baim

From left: Lori Cannon, victor Salvo and Cleve Jones. photo by Kate Sosin
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 Eleven individuals and four organizations will 
be inducted in November into the Chicago Gay 
and Lesbian Hall of Fame, the country’s only 
known government-sponsored hall of fame that 
honors members of the LGBT communities, ac-
cording to a press release.
 The inductees were selected by a subcom-
mittee composed of former inductees, which 
reviewed nominations submitted by members 
of the public. The Hall of Fame Committee of 
the Chicago Commission on Human Relations’ 
Advisory Council on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Issues, a municipal government 
agency, in conjunction with the recently formed 
§ 501(c)(3) support organization Friends of the 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame, released 
the names.
  The chosen nominees will be inducted at the 
Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame’s annual 
ceremony, which will take place Wed., Nov. 9, at 
the Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. Clark St. 
The event will be free and open to the public.
 The reception is at 5:30 p.m., with the pro-
gram at 6 p.m.
 “It makes us proud that, even 20 years af-
ter our first ceremony, there are still important 
figures from the past and a constantly growing 
list of current Chicagoans whose accomplish-
ments and community contributions merit be-
ing honored by the Hall of Fame,” said Lourdes 
Rodriguez, co-chairperson of the Hall of Fame 
Committee and of the Friends of the Chicago Gay 
and Lesbian Hall of Fame.
 “Though municipal budget problems have re-
stricted government financial support for the 
Hall of Fame this year, we are grateful that in-
dividual Chicagoans have stepped forward to as-
sist us, through Friends of the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, in maintaining a needed 
and historically significant institution,” said 
Gary Chichester, the other co-chairperson of the 
committee and of the Friends organization.
 The Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame was 

established in 1991 under the auspices of the 
Advisory Council, with support from the Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations and then-Mayor 
Richard M. Daley. Its purpose is to recognize the 
achievements of LGBT Chicagoans, their contri-
butions to the development of the city, and the 
help they have received from others. In 2011, it 
marks its 20th anniversary, holds its 21st annual 
induction ceremony, and enjoys continuing sta-
tus as an official recognition by city government 
of Chicago’s LGBT residents and their allies.
 Those inducted fall into one of three catego-
ries: Individual, Organization, or Friend of the 
Community. Nominees represent all of Chicago’s 
sexual-minority communities, including LGBT 
Chicagoans, past, present, living, and dead, as 
well as those who have supported or assisted 
them.
 
The persons honored in 2011 are:
 Individuals:
 —Paul Adams (1954-2000), an early AIDS 
campaigner who helped form Chicago for AIDS 
Rights (CFAR) and turned his status as a Mr. 
Windy City contest winner into an effective 
activism vehicle. Other involvements included 
Open Hand Chicago, the Pink Angels anti-crime 
group, Chicago Anti-Bashing Network and a 
press column.
 —Greg Cameron, 53, an arts administrator 
and fundraiser. He formerly served as deputy di-
rector and chief development officer at the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art, creating partnerships 
with LGBT groups. He has helped lead and fund 
several LGBT organizations and is now chief op-
erating officer of broadcasters WTTW and WFMT.
  —Antonia “Tata” Flores (1958-2008), founder 
in 1987 of Chicago’s Dykes on Bikes motorcycle 
contingent, which appears in parades as a sym-
bol of lesbian visibility. She coordinated and 
hosted its activities for the rest of her life, ran 
lesbian-affirming nightclubs, and aided diverse 
community causes before her death of breast 
cancer.
  —Grant Lynn Ford, 72, a former Assemblies of 
God minister who became an LGBT press pioneer 
and a dynamic Metropolitan Community Church 
pastor in the Chicago area and in Florida, where 
he now lives. He was founding publisher of Gay-
Life in 1975 and ran for election as 44th Ward 
alderman in 1978.
  —Robert Garofalo, M.D., 45, a national expert 
on promoting the health of LGBT youth and of 
youth affected by HIV/AIDS. He was director of 
youth services and deputy director at Chicago’s 
Howard Brown Health Center and now directs 

Children’s Memorial Hospital’s Gender, Sexuality 
and HIV Prevention Center.
 —Ted Grady, 42, co-owner of Chicago’s J&L 
Catering, through which he has helped to un-
derwrite and sponsor many nonprofit groups. He 
has also helped to lead and raise funds for such 
causes as About Face Theatre, Equality Illinois 
and Chicago House, and he works on global LGBT 
issues with Chicago’s Heartland Alliance.
  —Marcia Hill, 53, a participant, promoter, or-
ganizer, and official of LGBT sports teams and 
events for almost three decades. She was a 
chief force in growing the Chicago Metropolitan 
Sports Association from about 200 members in 
1983 to almost 4,000 today. She was also active 
in helping Chicago to host the 2006 Gay Games. 
(More about Hill is on page 34 of this issue.)
 —Tony Jackson (1876-1921), a pioneer in 
early-20th-century popular music. He brought 
musical influences from his native New Orleans 
to Chicago, gained fame as a talented and color-
ful performer, mentored such jazz figures as Jelly 
Roll Morton, wrote the 1916 hit “Pretty Baby,” 
and lived as an openly gay man when that was 
rare.
 —Owen Keehnen, 51, a writer, interviewer, 
editor and activist. His articles have appeared 
in local and national LGBT newspapers and 
magazines, and his work includes short stories, 
novels, and historical essays. He has served on 
the board of Chicago’s Gerber/Hart Library, and a 
book of his interviews will appear this autumn.
 —Brett Shingledecker, 48, co-founder of Peo-
ple Like Us, which operated as Chicago’s only 
exclusively gay and lesbian bookstore from 1988 
to 1997. The store became not only a source 
of books for thousands of customers but also 
an LGBT community information center, and it 
donated gift certificates to numerous organiza-
tions.
 —Jon Simmons (1955-1994), a city govern-
ment liaison to LGBT Chicagoans under three 
mayors. Before being appointed by Mayor Eu-

gene Sawyer in 1988, he had been Joseph 
Holmes Dance Theatre’s executive director and 
a freelance writer and researcher. He was found 
murdered in Beverly Hills, Calif., while on a 
1994 vacation.

organizations
 —Good Shepherd Parish Metropolitan Com-
munity Church, the first Midwestern congrega-
tion of the LGBT-oriented Universal Fellowship 
of Metropolitan Community Churches. Active for 
some 37 years, the Chicago congregation met 
for the last time in 2007 after serving thousands 
of persons who were seeking religious support.
 —Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles, the um-
brella group for a succession of instrumental 
ensembles that began in 1979 with the Chicago 
Gay Pride Band. Today, its four major compo-
nents are still helping to promote LGBT equality 
and social acceptance through music, frequently 
appearing in parades and concerts.
 
Friends of the community
 —Jenner & Block LLP, a distinguished nation-
al law firm headquartered in Chicago, which of-
ten has represented LGBT individuals and orga-
nizations in successful precedent-setting cases, 
besides providing pro bono legal assistance to 
others and financially sponsoring LGBT chari-
table and community organization events.
 —The Night Ministry, a social service orga-
nization that is Chicago’s leading provider of 
emergency housing for runaway and homeless 
youth, of whom LGBTQ youth constitute a dis-
proportionate (20 to 40 percent) number. It also 
provides them with HIV testing, counseling, and 
referrals.

2011 chicago 
gl hall of Fame 
honorees chosen
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4840 N. MARINE DRIVE
CHICAGO, IL 60640
1-800-888-0560
www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com

VALEO
AT CHICAGO LAKESHORE HOSPITAL Valeo at Chicago Lakeshore Hospital 

provides comprehensive psychiatric 
and addiction-related treatment for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning (LGBTQ) individuals. 
The program offers a safe, affirming 
therapeutic environment for members 
of the LGBTQ community. The Valeo 
staff is comprised of well-trained, 
experienced gay and gay-sensitive 
behavioral health professionals from 
a wide variety of disciplines.

Chicago’s Dedicated and 
Comprehensive LGBT Program

www.chicagolakeshorehospital.com
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Ray J. Koenig III—an openly gay, Chicago-
based attorney who has been recognized by Law 
& Politics Magazine’s Super Lawyers publication 
as a Rising Star for 2010 and 2011, an honor be-
stowed upon only five percent of the attorneys 
in his peer group—has had yet another honor 
thrown his way.
 Koenig has been named the managing member 
of Clark Hill’s Chicago office.
 He is a member of the firm’s litigation practice 
group, and is a well-known civic activist.
 “I am thrilled [with the appointment],” Koe-
nig said. “I think it’s a good opportunity for the 
firm, and for me to help grow the firm in the 

Chicago area. I was very happy to be asked to 
fill the role.
 “I think it’s very good for the firm to appoint 
someone from the LGBT community, and I think 
it’s a fantastic thing for the LGBT community. I 
believe  that part of the reason I was recruited 
to join the firm two and a half years ago was 
because I am an openly gay man with a pretty 
decent practice. To appoint me in this role, as 
an openly gay man, is a good thing for the com-
munity in general.”
 Koenig, 38, is married (in Connecticut) to his 
partner of almost seven years, Johnny Song. 
They have twin daughters, Grace and Adeline.
 “We are pleased to announce that Ray has 
agreed to serve in this leadership role for our 
Chicago office,” John Hern, Clark Hill CEO, said 
in a statement. “Ray is an accomplished attor-
ney and has demonstrated impressive leadership 
skills during his time with Clark Hill. This is a 
time of tremendous growth in our firm, and we 
are fortunate to have someone like Ray as a part 
of our team.”
 Koenig also is a member of the firm’s litigation 
practice group and chair of the Trusts & Estates 
Section Council of the Illinois State Bar Asso-
ciation and past chair of the section legislation 
committee. 
 He is also a member of the Illinois State Bar 
Association and Clark Hill’s Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee, among other panels and organiza-
tions.
 “As a firm with international reach and global 

clients, Clark Hill understands the importance 
of a diverse and inclusive culture,” Koenig said. 
“We believe in promoting diversity and inclusion 
in our firm, fostering a collegial and respectful 
working environment in which each person is 
encouraged and supported to reach his or her 
highest potential.
 “I’m a big believer that, the more people who 
are out in their work and personal lives, the 
better we are overall because so many people 
change their opinions of LGBT people, issues 
and rights when they know someone, or know of 
someone, who is LGBT.
 “Having someone out in a leadership position 
in a good-sized national law firm, that can only 
have a positive impact on the LGBT community 
here.”
 Koenig said he represents a lot of LGBT in-
dividuals, couples and families. In addition, he 
often is appointed to cases where there are LGBT 
individuals who need representation and the 
judges will want him to be involved, “because 
they know that I might be able to relate to the 
litigant more than others.”
 “When I think about what I do for a living, 
what makes me the happiest or proudest are the 
cases in which I am appointed by the court and 
serve in a role known as guardian ad litem, fre-
quently, pro bono, and I have the opportunity 
to bring order to someone’s life,” said Koenig, 
originally from suburban Detroit; he has lived 
in Chicago since 1996. “Those cases tend to be 
pretty meaningful, and I tend to jump at ac-
cepting them any time a judge asks me to play 
that role. I really like that, and it is something 
I’m very proud of doing.”
 In addition, Koenig is an adjunct professor at 
the John Marshall Law School, where he teaches 
an elder law course. He also posts to Clark Hill’s 
“Estate, Trust, and Guardianship Controversies” 
blog.
 Koenig practices in the areas of probate litiga-
tion, trust litigation, fiduciary litigation, elder 
law, estate planning and estate administration, 
with an emphasis on will, trust, guardianship, 
and advance directive contests and other fidu-
ciary litigation. 
 “Law firms are often pretty slow to catch on 
to trends, so it’s really nice to be here at Clark 
Hill, leading an office and a firm where we sup-
port diversity, but also make it a mission to sup-
port and encourage attorneys to make personal 
growth,” said Koenig, who has been with Clark 
Hill for about three years.
 “Away from the office, I try to spend as much 
time as possible with my family,” said Koenig, 
although he is also involved in numerous politi-
cal campaigns and charitable organizations.

gay attorney
named manager
of law firm’s office

Ray Koenig. photo courtesy of Clark hill

students as they left chapel. It was during 
the planning of the letter drop that the name 
OneWheaton was created, and the group con-
tinued to develop.
 Currently, there are about 600 signatories 
to the letter on the organization’s website. 
Approximately 365 people are on the private 
Facebook group and more than 1,000 people 
have liked the fan page on Facebook. 
 As for homecoming weekend, Vilanova said, 
“It was absolutely amazing and exceeded ev-
eryone’s expectations. We all thought every-
one would have a good time and were excited 
to meet each other in person. Every facet of 
the weekend turned out to be wonderful.” 
 Co-chair Ruth Wardschenk said that this 
was one of the best weekends of her life, 

meeting and encouraging students while also 
witnessing fellow alumni heal emotionally. No 
longer afraid, Wardschenk said she cried as 
she walked around campus with her wife and 
daughter while wearing their OneWheaton at-
tire.
 Board member Hank Chen said, “I never 
thought I’d return to Wheaton College but I 
came this year not with a boyfriend but with 
my straight roommate, who was a proud ally 
and participated in everything OneWheaton 
did—not caring if people thought he was 
gay.”
 Concertgoers remarked that Knapp was 
spectacular. Following the concert, a Q&A 
discussion moderated by Kristin Winn, 
spokesperson for OneWheaton, was held. 
There, Knapp and LGBT alumni (Jessica Fri-

esen, Adam Hibma, and Wardschenk) served 
as panelists. Vilanova shared that the panel 
discussion, attended by about 200 people, 
was just amazing. He added that they are still 
hearing stories of how people’s perspectives 
of LGBTQ people changed (and continue to do 
so) because of the discussion. 
 To maintain anonymity, attendees used an 
iPad application or text-messaged questions 
ranging from what was it like to kiss someone 
of the same sex for the first time to a number 
of theology- and Bible-related inquiries. The 
one question that stood out for Vilanova was, 
“What is your view on the authority of the 
Bible?” Wardschenk answered, “If you iden-
tify as GLBT and Christian, you do not have to 
choose. You can have a partner or a spouse, a 
family, a church community and most impor-
tantly, you can have a complete relationship 
with Christ.”
  For the most part Vilanova, Wardschenk 
and Chen said that OneWheaton members and 
their families and friends didn’t experience 
any issues, aside from some nervousness and 
iciness from some other alumni and current 
students. Conversely, they also got cheers and 
shout-outs from current students and respect-
ful and inquisitive questions from people that 
led to constructive conversations with stu-
dents, administrators and faculty. 
 The campus, according to Vilanova, had 
many preparatory meetings regarding One-
Wheaton and homecoming with the resident 
assistants. “The president of the college sent 
out an e-mail to the students reminding them 
that our members were alumni as well and 
they should welcome us on campus even 
though OneWheaton is not an officially rec-
ognized member of the college’s alumni as-
sociation,” said Vilanova.
 As for the future of the group, Vilanova says 
it’s growing every day and “the Wheaton Col-
lege alumni association and administration 
are really missing out because OneWheaton 
alumni have in a very short time created 
this amazing, miraculous organization. We’re 
pretty damn fierce and they are missing out 
by not giving us full equality in the alumni 
affairs of the college.”
 Vilanova hopes that, at the very least, the 
college will acknowledge, encourage and sup-
port its LGBTQ students and not condemn 
them because it is written into the history of 
the college that two gay students committed 
suicide rather than living their lives as gay 
people. “Gay students who attend the college 
cannot keep feeling scourged by the campus. 
As recently as 2011, the chapel series on sex-
uality and wholeness depicted gay people as 
a tragic example of humanity. Imagine going 
to college for four years and having that mes-
sage reinforced all the time,” said Vilanova.
 To find out more visit http://www.one-
wheaton.com. 

onewheaTon from cover

oneWheaton’s Ruth Wardschenk. photo courtesy of Wardschenk

Jennifer Knapp at a oneWheaton event. 
photo courtesy of the organization

haymarket 
event nov. 15
 The “Bronze and Bombs Benefit Party” 
will take place Tuesday, Nov. 15, at Hay-
market Pub & Brewery, 737 W. Randolph St.
 Speakers will include Scott Burgh, chief 
law librarian at the City of Chicago’s De-
partment of Law; and Paul Rettig, director 
of Bronze and Bombs, a movie about the 
police statue at Haymarket Square.
 A $10 suggested donation includes a free 
beer ticket. There will also be a free raf-
fle ticket for Haymarket memorabilia. See 
http://www.HaymarketDocumentary.com.
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Wed., Nov. 9
10:30 a.m.

Storytime Special 
Guest Julie K.

Wed., Nov. 9
7 p.m.

Poetry Reading
Ruth Goring

Lynn Fitzgerald
Erika Mikkalo

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Regional vice president, ING

Brian Lighty

the stats
Name

Brian Lighty

Age
46 

Resides in
Lincoln Park  

 Family matters
Married to Andy Bigelow; 

sons Malik, 16; and Fernelis, 
14

Pets
Dog (Joker) and cat 

(Chelsea)

 Hobbies
Snowboarding and climbing

Musical ability
Has played the saxophone, 

flute, oboe and bassoon

Favorite U2 song
“Pride (In The Name Of 

Love)”

Quote
“It’s the best thing I do all 

day—being a dad.”

Favorite pro sports teams
Chicago Bulls and Boston 

Celtics

It’s a fact!
Is the youngest of seven 

children

Brian Lighty has been to U2 concerts 30 times, maybe more—and he cries almost every time, as he did this 
past July at Soldier Field, for about two hours.
 “I just get really moved by the words,” in U2 songs, Lighty said. “There’s something about the way [U2] 
music is put together, something about the words.
 “Everyone who knows me knows that I’m all about music. I know it sounds crazy, but I see [musical] notes 
in my head. My mom used to say, ‘Turn off the radio in your head; I’m talking to you.’”
 Lighty remembers exactly where he was, and what he was doing, the first time he heard most U2 songs. He 
often is listening to U2 en route to his office in suburban Lisle. Lighty even admits he went to see Spider Man 
on Broadway—just to hear the U2 songs. Plus, Lighty said the philanthropic work that Bono has long been 
known for “is outstanding.”
 “I think, as a group, they really give back and keep inventing. I see the same thing in myself,” Lighty said.
 Lighty’s main charity of choice for giving back personally is the 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC). He’s participated in multiple en-
durance-training events through AFC’s Team To End AIDS (T2), and 
even appeared in the print advertising campaign for T2 and its prede-
cessor, the National AIDS Marathon Training Program (NAMTP). This 
year alone, he’s raised about $12,000 and, over the past four years, 
he’s raised about $50,000 for AFC. 
 Lighty’s endurance-training resume is impressive, to say the least. 
Just consider:
 —Five marathons (26.2 miles each), including the 2011 New York 
City Marathon;
 —Four triathlons;
 —Five half-marathons (13.1 miles); and
 —17 bicycle rides in support of AIDS (The Boston-to-New York City 
event 10 times; the San Francisco-to-Los Angeles ride six times; and 
Fairbanks to Anchorage once)
 “I’ve lost a lot of people to HIV/AIDS, so I feel I just can’t do 
enough to help,” support AFC through T2.
 Lighty was in the U.S. Marine Corps band during 1982-86, where 
he played the saxophone. He was gay at the time, but not out—and 
this was before “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” Lighty has even played at the 
White House numerous times.
 “Being in the Marine Corps had a lot to do with making me the man 
I am today,” he said. “Going to the Marine Corps was the best thing 
I could have done. In fact, I think, if I hadn’t gone [into the Marine 
Corps], I’d probably be dead … or a drag queen. Who knows where I 
would be today [without the Marine Corps].”

Have your
premiums
increased 
recently?

See me:
Charles T. Rhodes,

Agent
2472 N. Clark

773.281.0890
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

(not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ)
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois
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There is a long hallway at the Open Door Clinic 
in Elgin, Illinois with locked file cabinets, a 
copnnection to the 30-year legacy of HIV and 
AIDS, as this is one of the premier providers of 
sexual health and wellness services in the na-
tion, not just the state. Elgin is about 40 miles 
from downtown Chicago.
 Inside the cabinets are charts of clients who 
have died or moved away.
 “Sometimes I would be in those files and run 
across someone who would take me back to the 
early days,” said Phyllis Stephens, now a patient 
coordinator, though she has had many titles 
over the 28 years that she has worked at the 
facility whose mission is to improve health and 
wellness by providing education, prevention, 
screening and treatment of HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted infections.
 “I often talked with Pat Lev, who has also 
been at ODC a long time, that we needed to do 
our own AIDS quilt so those names would not 
be lost forever. There are some people in [those 
cabinets who] I am the only person left at ODC 
who knew them.  There are some people in there 
who only Pat knew.”

 Two years ago, they finally made a quilt for the 
Open Door Clinic in Elgin, and another quilt for 
the Aurora location—and the entire staff par-
ticipated in the project, not just Stephens and 
Lev.
 “Everyone picked out at least one person who 
they knew and wanted to do a square for,” Ste-
phens said. “As we sat around the table making 
the squares, we talked about the clients who had 
died. Perhaps it meant the most to Pat and me 
who were able to tell others about these people 
who only we knew. But we also learned things 
we didn’t know.”
 For instance, another staff member’s husband 
had died from AIDS, but she had never talked 
much about it. They learned he loved to fish, as 
she made a fish on his square.  
 “We made sure that everyone’s name got in-
cluded in those quilts,” Stephens said.
 After all, the Open Door Clinic is loaded deep 
with history. HIV/AIDS has been known as a dis-
ease for about 30 years. ODC is 35, as it first 
opened as a sexually transmitted disease clinic.
 “I remember when the first MMWR [U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report] article came out on what became 
known as GRID [Gay Related Immune Disease] 
and wondered if we would ever see a case,” Ste-
phens said. “Little did we know that our STD 
clinic would become the main source of services 
for persons with HIV in our area.  
 “When I began in 1983, we had a core group 
of regular STD clients who we knew well, many 
were IV drug users and prostitutes. They were 
among our first people diagnosed with AIDS. 
Two of those people are still with us, [but] the 
rest died many years ago from AIDS-related ill-
nesses.”

 The HIV antibody test became available 
through the Illinois Department of Public Health 
in 1986, and ODC was among the first agencies 
trained to provide HIV counseling, testing and 
partner notification.  
 In 1986, ODC did 50 HIV tests.  
 “We were not the first testing site to have a 
positive test, but we were the first testing site 
to report a positive test to IDPH,” Stephens 
said. “At that time, we had no services to of-
fer persons who tested positive. There were only 
a handful of doctors in Chicago who had any 
knowledge about HIV and most of our clients 
had no means to go to Chicago. There were no 
medications.  The only thing we could offer was 
to be their friend through this.”
 In 1987, ODC did 100 tests.  
 “Back then HIV testing was all anonymous. 
It was not a routine STD test,” Stephens said. 
“It wasn’t until Magic Johnson held his press 
conference to announce he was HIV-positive in 
1991 that our HIV testing took off. The week 
Magic made his announcement, we did almost 
50 HIV tests that week alone.”
 ODC now has a full-time staff of 18 from a 
staff of two, plus some part-time people for clin-
ics.
 In the last 10 years, ODC has expanded its 
mental health services, and also has a full-time 
therapist, a part-time psychiatrist and a strong 
dental program. “There is such a strong correla-
tion between oral health and general health,” 
Stephens said. “It is great to be able to provide 
this service also.
 “The executive director who I originally 
worked for said all of us who worked at Open 
Door Clinic bled Open Door Clinic. I never liked 
that idea because life needs to have balance and 
your job should not be all-consuming. But hav-
ing worked almost half my life at Open Door, I 
will say the staff and clients I work with have 
left an indelible print on who I am.
 “In my life before Open Door, I worked in fam-
ily planning and became friends with the staff of 
ODC because we shared many clients and similar 
challenges in the small non-profit arena of the 
far suburbs. I eventually became a board mem-
ber of ODC and then joined the staff.
 “Today, as with all agencies working in the 
HIV field, we struggle with funding and seeing 
unmet needs. But the staff of ODC is its biggest 
strength. They are wonderful people, very dedi-
cated, caring with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience.”
 Stephens, 60, an Elgin resident, joined ODC in 
1983.
 “We are going to have to look at our facilities, 
at both locations, and determine if we are go-
ing to stay at the same location and invest in 
the infrastructure there or look for a better loca-
tion,” she said. “We also would like to broaden 
our clientele to include sexual health for non-
HIV infected persons.”
 Stephens said the training for counseling and 
a testing site was so different back in 1986 as 
opposed to 2011. “We already had the experi-
ence of giving test results for STDs, so there was 
some correlation,” she said. “But the knowledge 
of the disease was so abstract back then. We 
were trained in what was known, but compared 
to now, the knowledge was very limited.
 “It was wonderful to give people quicker re-
sults [back then]. We offered the SUDS Rapid 
HIV test when it came out in 1992. It was amaz-
ing the number of people who would not get 
tested because of the wait for results. Once they 
got their courage up to get the test, to know 
that they did not have to wait two weeks for 
the results meant a lot to many people. Now the 

rapid test is the norm.”
 The HIV medical care at ODC began in 1993 
through then-medical director Dr. David Lucks, 
and then-executive director Hugh Epping—and 
without any funding. All medical funding at 
the time went to Chicago/Cook County, DuPage 
County and McHenry County.
 “We at ODC would tell people [that] they had 
HIV, but we had no resources for them if they 
did not have insurance,” Stephens said. “Dr. 
Lucks would see people when they were so ill 
they [had to be] hospitalized, but once they 
were released he was not able to continue to see 
them if they did not have private insurance or 
Medicare.  The frustration of this large popula-
tion of people who had nowhere [to go] for care 
except Chicago motivated them to make the ser-
vices available through Open Door, even if there 
was no funding.  
 “Dr. Lucks convinced the hospitals in Elgin 
and Aurora to alternate donating lab tests. He 
got Caremark to donate a nurse and a nutrition-
ist during the clinic times. The board of direc-
tors for Open Door was very hesitant to take the 
clinic in this direction.  For every roadblock they 
put up, Hugh found an answer. Eventually the 
board of directors said, ‘Yes,’ that we could pro-
vide medical care for persons with HIV.  
 “By this time HIV was beginning to overshad-
ow our STD work. We held our first clinic with 
five patients. Three of those five are still alive.”
 The clinics grew quickly, and within a year, 
they were holding them in both Elgin and Au-
rora.  
 “Our HIV medical care has always been a com-
bination of medicine and social work,” Stephens 
said. “Because Open Door Clinic started from a 
bunch of social workers, it has always had that 
kind of a slant. The nurse and nutritionist from 
Caremark always commented that they loved 
their time at ODC because we had this blend of 
medicine and what is now case management.
 “We were lucky in that when we started see-
ing HIV patients medically, we had AZT and then 
that year Videx came out, and as people failed 
on their medications we always had a new medi-
cation coming out. We always had hope that the 
next medication would stop the progression.  
 “I remember working with patients on how 
to take AZT five times a day; and then how to 
take the big Videx tablet—either chewing it or 
dissolving it in water and drinking it. We were 
aware how toxic these were to the patients be-
cause of the horrible side effects, but it was all 
we had. Then suddenly, in 1995, we had our first 
protease inhibitor and life-expediency turned 
around.”
 Today, they now average more than 400 HIV 
medical clients per year between the Elgin and 
Aurora sites. The focus is not just on HIV, but 
also the other health issues of the clients such 
as diabetes, hypertension and health mainte-
nance issues.  
 ODC offers HIV case management, dental care 

for persons with HIV, mental health and sub-
stance abuse counseling, support groups, and 
social events. Stephens said they likely will be 
providing healthcare to the transgender com-
munity later this year. “We are also discussing 
expanding our STI and HIV testing services to 
area colleges,” she said.
 “The face of AIDS has definitely changed, but 
I still have throwback moments.  We see people 
so much healthier with HIV now, but we still see 
people who, for whatever reason, did not get 
tested until they were so sick that they [needed 
to be] hospitalized. They will come out of the 
hospital, using walkers, exhausted, barely able 
to get around. We tell them they can get healthy 
again, but they have to do the work—take the 
medications, eat right, live healthier lifestyles, 
stop [using] drugs/alcohol. It is always amazing 
how people can come back from near-death, and 
look and feel great.”
 Stephens noted that ODC often has clients 
come to them from other countries as refugees. 
“The world of HIV/AIDS that they know is of 
death and misconceptions,” she said. “We have a 
lot of education to do with refugees and often it 
must be done via a translator with limited time. 
So while things are getting better all the time, 
sometimes we still have to go back to basics.”
 That includes the monthly support groups, 
which are great sources of education, fun and 
support, Stephens said: “We have had a Hispanic 
support group for over 10 years. It began when 
the Hispanic community was very secretive, and 
it was to the credit of the case manager who 
started it that people came. They trusted her 
and from that trust they learned to trust and 
support each other. We also have a Bingo group 
that meets regularly; we know that sometimes 
you just need to have fun. Often times our cli-
ents don’t know how to have fun without drugs 
and alcohol. Bingo shows them that they can 
have a good time on a natural high.”
 Fun is, of course, preferred, especially with all 
of the death ODC has endured.
 “We attended a lot of funerals in the early 
days,” Stephens said. “We always asked permis-
sion of loved ones for us to attend the funeral. 
Our presence at a funeral was sometimes a con-
firmation that the person had HIV/AIDS and if 
the patient/family had kept the HIV secret, we 
did not attend.”
 ODC staff actually planned funerals for several 
clients.  
 “At our staff meetings, we always take a mo-
ment to talk about clients who have died, and 
we light a candle,” Stephens said. “It’s a time 
to remember, often with a funny story or some 
shared time with them. Some months we would 
be talking about four or five clients. About 10 
years ago, we had our first staff meeting when 
no one had died.  
 “Now it is the exception rather than the rule 
to have a moment for a client who died.”

open Door works on aiDs issues in suburbs

a special series in partnership with the 
aIDS Foundation of Chicago

Executive Director David Roesler, patient Coordinator phyllis Stephens, Assistant Director perry 
Maier and Case Manager Supervisor pat Lev. photos courtesy of open Door Clinic

phyllis 
Stephens. 
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He’s a two-time winner of Charlie’s “Man of the 
Month,” awarded to the Lakeview bar patron 
who, on the first Friday of the month, raises the 
most money for their chosen charity.
 Michael Bresnahan can boast he’s Mr. June 
2010 and Mr. May 2011—and the AIDS Founda-
tion of Chicago (AFC) has been the recipient of 
his fundraising.
 Bresnahan, 26, who lives in the Lakeview 
neighborhood, also has supported AFC through 
its endurance-training program, the Team To End 
AIDS (T2). He competed in the 2010 Chicago 
Triathlon (sprint distance) and the 2010 Lake 
Geneva Triathlon (Olympic distance) through 
T2. He’s been fundraising for T2 and AFC this 
summer, too, though did not participate in any 
event.
 “The tri program through T2 was so social,” 
said Bresnahan, a West Virginia native who grad-
uated from Roosevelt University in Chicago and 
then VanderCook College of Music.
 “I met some of my best friends, to this day, 
through T2. It’s a great group of people—so 
supportive, so positive, and so inspirational,” he 
said.
 Bresnahan has raised close to $5,000 for AFC 
over the past two years through his participa-
tion in T2 and the “Man of the Month” contests.
 He plans to continue supporting AFC next year 
too, and will return to the T2 endurance-training 
scene. Bresnahan also ran the Chicago Marathon 
in 2009, finishing in 3:57.
 Bresnahan is the choir director at Jones Col-
lege Prep High School, a selective enrollment 
school within the Chicago Public Schools sys-
tem, located in the South Loop on State Street. 
It is his first teaching gig, and he’s been in-
undated in the new school year—and the new 
job—with preparation, planning and learning 
school traditions.

 Some of his duties are teaching a music theory 
class to make sure the students are successful in 
their AP test, and leading a jazz choir.
 Plus, Bresnahan teaches afternoon classes at 
Gallery 37 through the CPS, where students spe-
cialize in something related to the arts, such as 
sculpture, dance, jazz, vocal arts, etc.
 “It’s great to see kids grow, learn about mu-
sic and making sure they are learning good mu-
sic fundamentals,” said Bresnahan, who was a 
weekend pianist and singer at the Chicago Chop 
House for about two years and is also a singer 
(tenor) at the Fourth Presbyterian Church on 
Michigan Avenue.
 Bresnahan plays the piano and clarinet, and is 
an accomplished singer. He was a vocal perfor-
mance major in college.
 “I’m just trying to make music as much fun 
as possible for everyone,” said Bresnahan, who 
won over many in his job interview through his 
youthful, energetic approach, coupled with his 
knowledge of the subject, particularly choral 
music and vocal techniques. In fact, when the 
Jones principal called Bresnahan to offer him 
the job, he said that Bresnahan was a hands-
down choice ahead of five other applicants. 
 Bresnahan saved the principal’s voice-mail 
message with the job offer and compliment.
 “Walking into a high school choir director po-
sition is hard; you generally need experience. 
Many often start at grade- or middle-schools,” 
Bresnahan said. “I’m thrilled and honored to 
have been offered this job.”
 Bresnahan said Jones has a gay-straight alli-
ance (GSA), but he has yet to offer his support. 
But, he added, “I would totally be cool to sup-
port it. I don’t feel like I have to hide [my sexual 
orientation] at Jones, not at all. Nor would I 
want to be in a job where I had to hide it; I’ve 
been out since I was 15.”

Fighting aiDs with 
fundraising

Michael Bresnahan. photo by Ross Forman

The Center on Halsted will 
host an event Nov. 3 to cel-
ebrate publication of Com-
pañeros: Latino Activists in 
the Face of AIDS, by Jesus 
Ramirez-Valles, a professor 
of community health sci-
ences at the University of 
Illinois, Chicago.
 Compañeros details how 
80 gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender (GBT) Latino activ-
ists and volunteers living in 
Chicago and San Francisco 
have been touched or trans-
formed by the AIDS epidem-
ic.
 The event is at 6:30 p.m., 
3656 N. Halsted, $5 dona-
tion.

‘compañeros’ author at center nov. 3

Left: Detail from the cover 
of Compañeros book.

Right: Jesus Ramirez-
valles.
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Dick Uyvari is emotional, teary-eyed when talk-
ing about the gay Chicago bowler, “John,” who 
was in the Lincoln Park Lagooners league dur-
ing the fall of 1980. The league used nearly all 
of the 40-lane house with its 200-plus bowlers, 
playing on Thursday nights.
 “John” was tall, handsome, muscular and very 
personable, Uyvari said.
 In October of that year, about a month or so 
after the league started, “John” was suddenly 
absent.
 “We noticed [that he wasn’t around anymore], 
but didn’t think much of it at first, as people 
often would come and go in the league,” Uyvari 
said. “Weeks later, we learned that he was sick 
and went to stay with close relatives in Arizo-
na.”
 A few months later—in February, 1981—
Uyvari and the rest of the bowlers learned that 
“John” had died, even though the friend they 
knew was, on the surface, “a perfectly healthy 
guy, in fact the very epitome of health,” Uyvari 
said. 
 “Word spread that he had gotten some type 
of fungus, and dropped from 180 to 90 pounds, 
having just wasted away. Doctors weren’t able to 
do anything for him. We were shocked.
 “In retrospect, it’s pretty obvious what hap-
pened: he had died from AIDS.”
 That was Uyvari’s earliest memory of HIV/
AIDS, a disease that, well, few people have been 
impacted by more than Uyvari, now retired and 
living in Uptown.
 Uyvari said the local gay bowlers of the 1980s 
started hearing about HIV and AIDS by 1981, 
mainly from cases of the disease that had struck 
on both the East and West Coasts, but not really 
in Chicago, yet.  
 By the beginning of 1982, some of the Chi-
cago bowlers and others locally started getting 
diagnosed with what would become known later 
as HIV and AIDS, Uyvari said. “By [the end of] 
1982, that’s when it really started to impact Chi-
cago.”
 Uyvari quickly realized that HIV/AIDS was hit-
ting friends—and within a couple of years, it 
was close friends, some very close friends, and 

even his older brother Bob, a well-known artist.
 When the International Gay Bowling Orga-
nization (IGBO) held its annual tournament in 
Chicago in 1983, there were 576 bowlers from 
across the U.S. and Canada participating. During 
the tournament, Uyvari spearheaded a fundrais-
ing campaign—a raffle to help the AIDS-related 
wing of the Howard Brown Health Center. The 
event raised about $3,800, a sizable amount at 
the time.
 Uyvari said the local scene continued to wors-
en in the mid-1980s as the HIV/AIDS vice grip 
intensified. “Everyone was thinking, ‘Am I next?’ 
because we didn’t really know how it was be-
ing transmitted,” said Uyvari, who watched his 
brother die on June 4, 1986—about a year after 
he was diagnosed.
 Despite the tears, or perhaps because of them, 
Uyvari was aggressive on the fundraising trail 
to battle HIV/AIDS. He co-founded the Strike 
Against AIDS fundraiser at the now-closed Mari-
gold Bowl in Wrigleyville. The annual fundraiser, 
held from 1985-1993, raised about $500,000.
 Uyvari, who was the director of several local 
gay bowling leagues at the time, also started 
a 50/50 raffle in 1984—which is still part of 
Chicago’s gay bowling scene. The winning ticket 
holder won half of the night’s sales and a chance 
to win the other half by rolling a strike.
 Over the years, the 50/50 raffles through Chi-
cago’s gay bowling leagues and tournaments 
have raised about $600,000 for HIV/AIDS and 
other charitable causes.
 “I feel good about [the funds raised over the 
years,]” said Uyvari, though sadness is ever-
present when Uyvari reflects back over the past 
30 years.
 In April 1988, for instance, one of his closet 
friends died from AIDS.
 In June 1993, his very best friend died.
 Uyvari himself learned he was HIV-positive in 
1991. 
 His life partner Joe La Pat, who died unexpect-
edly in 2008, also was HIV-positive, although 
his death was unrelated to HIV. Both La Pat and 
Uyvari were inducted into the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame in 2008.
 “It was just a scary time because, from 1981-
1996, there really was no hope for long-time 

survival. For most people [diagnosed] then, it 
was a death sentence. In the early-1980s, it 
absolutely was a death sentence,” Uyvari said. 
“When you heard someone had AIDS then, there 
was no question they were going to die. Some-
times [in] weeks, sometimes [in] months, but 
nearly always within a year.
 “Talking about HIV/AIDS from the 1980s is 
like talking about 9/11, it’s so emotional.”
 The disease wasn’t just affecting bowlers, but 
rather, everyone—writers, politicians, trades-
men, literally everyone. “It cut across the entire 
gay community, and literally entire [bowling] 
teams were decimated,” Uyvari said.
 Take, for instance, Uyvari’s first Lincoln Park 
Lagooners team from the 1980-’81 season, 
which had six people including Uyvari. The other 
five all died from HIV/AIDS.
 Or, Uyvari’s first bowling team at Marigold 
Bowl during the 1980-’81 and 1981-’82 seasons, 
which had seven bowlers. Five are dead; one 
Uyvari has not heard from, or about, in more 
than 20 years, and then there’s Uyvari.
 “Whole teams from that era died,” Uyvari said.
 Uyvari and his longtime partner Joe La Pat had 
been together since 1969, though Uyvari admits 
it was an honest, open relationship.
 “I cried the day I learned I was HIV-positive.I 
thought I was going to be dead within a year or 
so,” he said. “I think one thing that helped was 
that I was very healthy. I didn’t smoke, drink or 
do drugs.”
 Uyvari started taking medication in 1996 and 
still does to this day. He’s living with HIV fairly 
well, with the disease being undetectable in his 
system, he said.  
 Just a lot of horrible memories.
 Starting in the mid-1980s, for instance, Uyvari 
compiled an annual list of the approximate 800 
bowlers in the various LGBT leagues in Chicago. 
By 1992, 115 of those had died from AIDS-relat-
ed causes—one of every seven bowlers.
 “Thirty years,” Uyvari said, pausing, “I just 
think it’s a horrible set of circumstances. One 
of the things that made gay life unique was our 
ability to separate sex and love. So, you could 
have a sexual encounter with someone, without 
necessarily falling in love. We had that sexual 
freedom. 
 “That all changed in 1981-’82 because you 
didn’t know if the person you were with was 
HIV-positive, and whether or not HIV was ac-
tually transmitted by sexual contact. It wasn’t 
until the mid-1980s that the correlation was 
certain and that safe sex became the norm.”
 Uyvari recalls how known HIV-positive men, 
especially those with full-blown AIDS, were of-

ten shunned—by many in the straight commu-
nity and even some in the gay community. Some 
people were even afraid to touch someone who 
was HIV-positive.
 “I don’t think HIV ever will be eliminated 
completely. I think it will be like diabetes, a 
controlled medical condition—which it is for 
most of us now,” Uyvari said. “I’ve seen, heard 
and read about so many things over the years, 
things that are billed as, ‘The next breakthrough 
to cure HIV/AIDS.’ But no cure has ever been 
found.
 “The thing I’m expecting somewhere down 
the line is a vaccine that will prevent you from 
getting HIV in the first place. But to cure HIV/
AIDS, or eradicate it, I don’t really see that hap-
pening.”
 Uyvari thinks about the 30 years of HIV/AIDS 
at least three times a day—when he takes his 
HIV medications. He also thinks of those who 
have died, be it in the past year, five years ago, 
10-, 20- or even 30-plus-years ago. And he’s 
been to countless memorial services over the 
past three decades.
 “If I had to describe HIV/AIDS in one word, 
it would be: insidious,” Uyvari said. “It really is 
an awful disease—the way it has impacted, and 
continues to impact, so very many people.”

Dick Uyvari: 
surviving the aiDs wars

Dick uyvari in 2011. photo by Ross Forman

Dick uyvari (right) with his partner Joe La pat (left) and Gold Medal diver Greg Louganis at the 
Gay Games vII Chicago night of 100 Champions Event at Soldier Field, spring 2006. photo by 
hal Baim

Dick uyvari at a Strike Against AIDS bowling 
benefit, 1980s. Courtesy Gay Chicago Archives
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aiDs conference in 
chicago nov. 10-13
For the first time in its 15-year history, the U.S. 
Conference on AIDS (USCA), the largest annual 
AIDS-related gathering in the country, will come 
to Chicago, Nov. 10-13. USCA brings together 
over 3,000 caseworkers, caregivers, advocates 
and people living with AIDS to network, ex-
change the latest information and learn cutting-
edge tools to address the challenges posed by 
this epidemic.
  Featured speakers include White House Office 
of National AIDS Policy Director Jeffrey Crowley; 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, Infec-
tious Diseases at HHS Dr. Ronald Valdiserri; and 
Dr. Mary Wakefield from the Health Resources 
and Services Administration. Dr. Julio Montan-
er, from the British Columbia Centre for Excel-
lence in HIV/AIDS will also give a presentation 
on treatment as prevention. Other conference 
highlights include Elton John AIDS Foundation 
Chairman David Furnish, CNN anchor Don Lemon 
and a screening the new documentary, We Were 
Here.
 The conference is at the Sheraton Chicago Ho-
tel and Towers, 301 E. North Water St., Chicago. 
It is presented by the National Minority AIDS 
Council and USCA Host Committee,
 

economy could hurt 
aiDs progress
Experts in fighting the global AIDS pandemic 
are confronting a new and unexpected front in 
the war on this disease—the economic down-
turn, which has resulted in cuts to HIV preven-
tion, care and treatment programs in the U.S. 
and poses a significant risk to HIV programs in 
resource-strained countries in the Caribbean, Af-
rica, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
 Meeting Sept. 22 in Washington at the 2011 
National HIV/AIDS Summit—a major interna-
tional scientific and policy conference hosted by 
the Forum for Collaborative HIV Research—near-
ly 100 leading research scientists, advocates, 
members of industry and global health leaders 
cautioned policymakers that despite the extraor-
dinary progress in the fight against HIV disease, 
the pandemic is still not under control and is a 
major drain on the economies of both developed 
and developing nations. Currently, there are 33 
million people worldwide living with HIV, in-
cluding 1.2 million people in the U.S., and each 
year, approximately 2.6 million new HIV infec-
tions and 1.8 million HIV-related deaths occur 
worldwide.
 Now part of the University of California Berke-
ley School of Public Health and based in Wash-
ington, D.C., the Forum was founded in 1997 
as the outgrowth of a White House initiative. 
Representing government, industry, patient ad-
vocates, healthcare providers, foundations and 
academia, the Forum is a public/private part-
nership that organizes roundtables and issues 
reports on a range of global HIV/AIDS issues. 
See http://www.hivforum.org for details on the 
summit.

aiDs groups 
push for PreP
Thirteen prominent U.S. HIV/AIDS organizations 
have issued an open letter to the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and Gilead Sciences calling 
for prompt regulatory review of pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP) for HIV prevention in gay 
and bisexual men and transgender women (men 

who have sex with men, or MSM), according to 
a press release.
 The letter urges FDA and Gilead to start the 
review process that could allow safe and ap-
propriate approved PrEP use as a public health 
intervention, and not to delay review because of 
distinct questions about the safety and efficacy 
of PrEP in heterosexual populations. The letter 
is available online at: www.avac.org/pressre-
leases/fda-gilead
 Pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PrEP, is a new 
HIV prevention method in which an uninfected 
person takes a daily HIV medication to reduce 
HIV infection risk. Data from an international 
study released in November, 2010 called iPrEx 
found that men and transgender women who 
have sex with men who received a daily single-
tablet dose of the HIV drugs tenofovir and em-
tricitabine along with condoms and safe sex 
counseling had an average of 42% fewer HIV in-
fections than those who received condoms and 
counseling alone.
 Advocates assert that the need for new HIV 
prevention strategies for MSM is urgent. The 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) estimates 
that MSM account for more than half of all new 
HIV infections in the United States. CDC logged 
an estimated 34% increase in HIV infections in 
young gay men between 2006 and 2009, and a 
48% HIV increase among young Black/African 
American gay men over the same period.
 “We desperately need new strategies and 
tools to reduce the rapidly increasing rates of 
HIV infection in Black gay and bisexual men,” 
said Phill Wilson, executive director of the Black 
AIDS Institute. “We’ve had evidence of PrEP’s ef-
fectiveness in MSM for almost a year now. It’s 
time to use every tool at our disposal to reduce 
the 50,000 new HIV infections that occur each 
year in this country. Prompt FDA review will help 
ensure that appropriate guidelines for PrEP use 
are established that can reduce HIV infections 
and safeguard public health.”
 Data on PrEP in heterosexuals raise important 
but unique questions that may require further 
study. Two major trials in Africa found that PrEP 
reduces HIV infection risk in heterosexual men 
and women substantially. But two other stud-
ies present conflicting information about how 
PrEP works in heterosexuals. Critical and nec-
essary efforts to understand how PrEP interacts 
with hormonal contraception, or how PrEP may 
impact pregnancy, however, should not delay 
access to a potentially lifesaving form of HIV 
prevention for MSM.
 Before the results of the heterosexual PrEP 
studies were announced, the FDA and Gilead Sci-
ences, the maker of the drugs, were reported to 
be ready to move quickly to consider approval 
of PrEP for those MSM who could benefit from 
the approach. Recent signs indicate, however, 
that FDA review of PrEP for this population may 
not start until the agency acquires more data on 
PrEP among heterosexuals—despite the urgent 
need for new HIV prevention strategies for MSM, 
and the fact that PrEP data in MSM were an-
nounced nearly one year ago.
 The signers of the letter were: AIDS Action 
Committee of Massachusetts, AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago, AIDS Research Consortium of At-
lanta, AIDS United, AVAC, Black AIDS Institute, 
Fenway Health, GMHC, Harlem United, Interna-
tional Rectal Microbicides Advocates, National 
Minority AIDS Council, Project Inform and San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation.

windy city Times’ special 9-month 
aiDs series continues weekly 
through December.

see 
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/aids.php 
for past articles
next week, a special edition to coincide 
with the U.s. conference on aiDs
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ella Be Dead
The following essay, from 1990, is reprinted here 
at the request of Damski friend Lori Cannon to 
mark the 14th anniversary of the gay columnist’s 
death. Damski was born March 31, 1937 and died 
Nov. 1, 1997. This essay was from the March 22, 
1990 Windy City Times and was reprinted in An-
gels Into Dust: The New Town Anthology. 

Eight o’clock Monday morning, I get up, just like 
I have been doing for the last five years, and 
throw out my towels and bathmat for the maid. 
Monday is her big cleaning day.
 I go to breakfast, but on the way past the 
maid’s station I wonder why Ella’s cart is not yet 
out. “She must be late,” I say to myself. “Not 
like her.”
After breakfast I come back to my room, but still 
no cart is out. I go to the maid’s room, and no 
one is there. I pass Jimmy, the building engi-
neer, on the way to my room. When I get back, 
Jimmy knocks on my door. “You lookin’ for Ella?”
 “Yeah”
 “Well, I guess you don’t know, but Ella be dead 
this weekend.”
* * * 
 The Belair Hotel has been my office and home 
since April 1977. They advertise: “Transients 
invited. Permanent guests welcome.” I came in 
a transient and stayed, like 90 percent of the 
tenants, a permanent resident. I love the mix: 
African-American, Hispanic, Jewish, seniors, 
and gays and lesbians. All workers, or retired 
workers. All on fixed income. Seniors by income 
fixed by retirement; the rest, minority workers 
with income fixed by the system.
 I wouldn’t want to write and live anywhere 
else. My neighbors keep me honest. On a dai-

ly basis I am with blacks and Jews. I couldn’t 
conceive of writing a column like Vernon Jar-
rett that bait Jews, or cruel columns like Mike 
Royko that blatantly give the finger to the black 
empowerment movement. We are 400 voters. I 
am proud to live in about the only building on 
Sheridan Road that voted for Harold Washington 
twice. 
* * * 
 Ella worked for the Belair for 10 years, and on 
the third floor exclusively for the last five. If I 
were to describe her in one phrase, I would say: 
“Ella be good.” The news of her sudden death—
she was only in her 40s—sent shock waves 
through the building. Steve, the houseman: “I 
can’t believe it. She was such a good person. 
Why her?” Mary, at the desk: “She was so vital. I 
just saw her leave last Friday. We never expected 
this.” Queenie, her supervisor: “I’ve known Ella 
for years. We’re family together. She had nine 
children, the youngest 17. The others are settled 
or on their way in college. She worked from tired 
to tired. She came every morning from 93rd and 
Peoria. She rode the Dan Ryan el every morning 
and the 156 bus. It took her about two hours. 
She would start for here at 6, and get home at 
6. She was a hard, steady worker. We knew she 
had a breathing problem. But why take her now? 
Her children set, she could have enjoyed a few 
years with herself and her husband. They’re good 
people.”
 Faye, one of the seniors on the floor: “They 
don’t come any better than Ella. At Christmas 
time she gave me a gift. She had it in reverse, 
you know. I was to give her a gift (and I did), 
yet she gave me a gift first!”
 That’s my theory about Ella: She gave first to 
others until her heart gave out. Ella be good-
hearted.
* * * 
 Five years ago, Ella replaced Bea, the wild one. 
Bea had a little “bad” in her, and that’s what 
we—especially the gay tenants—liked about 
her. She was a party. She was an entertainer as 
much as a maid. She lived on the North Side in 
an apartment over Unabridged Books. She par-
tied and shopped in our Gay Town. She wore red 
curls and looked like Tina Turner. When she came 
to clean your room, she came a-dancing.

 Bea, the wild thing, one hot Saturday night 
was murdered in her apartment. Scandal. Trial. 
She went out with noise.
 Ella came in quiet and went out quiet. She did 
her work and kept most of her private opinions 
to herself. Over the years seeing her every day, I 
became very close and attached to Ella. I got a 
sense of what she was working for.
 Her happiest day was recently when she told 
me about her youngest son: “He’s getting 
through”—high school. She had kept him out 
of the gangs, on track in school so he would 
never have to clean rooms for 50 cents a room. 
She was proud that all her children had made it 
through. She was there every night and every 
holiday with them. 
 Activism was a luxury that Ella never could af-
ford. She never had time to sit on a local school 
board meeting. Not much time for voting, either. 
She just worked from tired to tired trying to do 
what was right for her family. And she did the 
right thing. Her children carry the stamp of good 
approval.
Coming every day from 93rd and Peoria to clean 
gay men’s rooms, Ella must have experienced 
some culture shock. There is a difference in life-
style. And I, like the other gay tenants, did not 
“de-gay” my room every day before she entered.
 My friend Omega, in fact, when he was working 
at the Second Story Emporium all-male book-
store, brought me one of his favorite posters of 
Jeff Stryker in a leather jacket and Levis opened 
at the crotch, with his claim to fame totally ex-
posed. Omega hung the poster on my bathroom 
door. 
 The next day, Ella saw the poster and Stryker in 
his erotic pose. “That’s quite a picture you have 
on your door!”
 “Oh, Ella, don’t you just love his leather jack-
et.”
 She laughed.
 She met that occasion, as all others, with total 
human acceptance.
 Ella did not ask much from life. But she gave it 
her all, and left a loving trail of family, friends, 
co-workers, guests and transients. All of whom 
now wish Ella be good.

voL. 27 no. 4, nov. 2, 2011 
The combined forces of Windy City Times, 

founded Sept. 1985, and Outlines newspaper, 
founded May 1987.

puBLIShER & EXECuTIvE EDIToR
Tracy Baim

ASSISTAnT puBLIShER Terri Klinsky
MAnAGInG EDIToR Andrew Davis
BuSInESS MAnAGER Meghan Streit
DIRECToR oF nEW MEDIA Jean Albright
ART DIRECToR Kirk Williamson
SEnIoR ACCounT MAnAGERS: Terri Klinsky, Amy 
Matheny, Kirk Williamson, Dave Ouano, Kirk Smid
pRoMoTIonAL SuppoRT Cynthia Holmes
nIGhTSpoTS MAnAGInG EDIToR Kirk Williamson
nATIonAL SALES Rivendell Media, 212-242-6863
SEnIoR WRITERS Kate Sosin, Bob Roehr, Rex 
Wockner, Marie J. Kuda, David Byrne, Tony Per-
egrin, Lisa Keen, Yasmin Nair, Erica Demarest
ThEATER EDIToR Scott C. Morgan
CInEMA WRITER Richard Knight, Jr.
BooKS WRITER Yasmin Nair
SpoRTS WRITER Ross Forman
ARTS & EnTERTAInMEnT WRITERS
Mary Shen Barnidge, Steve Warren, Lawrence 
Ferber, Mel Ferrand, Jerry Nunn, Alicia Wilson, 
Jonathan Abarbanel
CoLuMnISTS/WRITERS: Yvonne Zipter, Jorjet 
Harper, Lee Lynch, Tully Satre, Lisa Keen, Charlsie 
Dewey, Michael Knipp, Lisa Klein, Joe Erbentraut, 
Carrie Maxwell, Billy Masters, Chuck Colbert, 
Micki Leventhal, Sarah Toce, Dana Rudolph, Sally 
Parsons, Emmanuel Garcia 
SEnIoR phoToGRAphERS Kat Fitzgerald, Mel 
Ferrand, Hal Baim, Steve Starr, Emmanuel Garcia, 
Dave Ouano, Tim Carroll

CIRCuLATIon
CIRCuLATIon DIRECToR Jean Albright
DISTRIBuTIon: Ashina, Allan, Dan, John, Renee, 
Sue and Victor
WEB hoSTInG: LoveYourWebsite.com (lead pro-
grammer: Martie Marro)

Copyright 2011 Lambda Publications Inc./Windy City Media 
Group; All rights reserved. Reprint by permission only. Back 
issues (if available) for $5 per issue (postage included). 
Return postage must accompany all manuscripts, drawings, 
and photographs submitted if they are to be returned, and 
no responsibility may be assumed for unsolicited materials. 
All rights to letters, art and photographs sent to Windy 
City Times will be treated as unconditionally assigned 
for publication purposes and as such, subject to editing 
and comment. The opinions expressed by the columnists, 
cartoonists, letter writers, and commentators are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the position of Windy City 
Times. Publication of the name, photograph, or likeness of 
a person or organization in articles or advertising in Windy 
City Times is not to be construed as any indication of the 
sexual orientation of such person or organization. While 
we encourage readers to support the advertisers who make 
this newspaper possible, Windy City Times cannot accept 
responsibility for advertising claims.

(773) 871-7610 FAX (773) 871-7609 
e-mail: editor@windycitymediagroup.com

 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com 
radio: WindyCityQueercast.com

video: QueerTvnetwork.com

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP, 
5315 n. Clark St. #192, Chicago, Illinois 60640 

u.S.A
(MAILInG ADDRESS onLY)

Windy City Times Deadline every Wednesday.
nightspots Deadline Wednesday prior to street date.

ouT! Resource Guide onLInE 
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com
www.WindyCityQueercast.com

www.QueerTVNetwork.com

 
“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the u.S. only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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letting our
voices be heard
I was recently invited to participate in a panel 
presentation on issues pertaining to the inter-
face of race, sex and sexual orientation. I enthu-
siastically accepted the invitation, and just as 
immediately had a more negative reaction.
 I looked at the flyer announcing the upcoming 
presentation. The flyer was already in circulation 
and making the rounds even before I accepted 
the invitation to be one of the panelists. As de-
lighted as I was to see that the panel would 
be composed of a diverse mix of gay- or les-
bian-identified male and female participants of 
various ethnicities, I also could not help but no-
tice that, at the time the flyer went into print, 
there was no Asian-American representation on 
the panel. My inclusion as the Asian-American 
representative quickly began to feel more like a 
last-minute afterthought.
 I do not know the sequence of events that oc-
curred and that led to my being included as a 
panelist only after the presentation flyer had 
already been distributed. So, I take full respon-
sibility for the possibility that I may be filling 
in the blanks in ways that are grossly distorted. 

There may have been another Asian-American 
speaker who was slated to participate but who 
cancelled immediately before the flyer was sent 
for printing. There may have been a mix-up be-
tween event organizers and the printing depart-
ment and the flyer went into print even before 
the full panel of participants was finalized.
 Whatever the actual events were that trans-
pired and that led to my being added to the 
group of panelists, and whether my reading of 
this particular incident was accurate or inaccu-
rate, it did bring up past experiences in which 
Asian-Americans as an ethnic minority group 
were glaringly omitted.
 Rewind to a number of years ago, when I was 
in graduate school. Diversity was all the rage, 
and all faculty members were being mandated to 
tack on a sentence or two about diversity at the 
end of each course that they taught. The teach-
er began his diversity lecture by talking about 
African-Americans. So far so good, I thought to 
myself. He then made a passing remark about 
the Latino population. “Keep going,” I thought, 
mentally keeping my fingers crossed. Then, his 
lecture was over. He had already proceeded on 
to his next topic when I raised my hand and 
asked “What about Asian-Americans?”
 What about Asian-Americans? As an ethnic mi-
nority group, we compose less than 5 percent of 
the United States population. We are not exactly 
the majority, but we happen to be one of the 
fastest-growing ethnic groups. Yet, we are not 
exactly at the forefront of the United States’ col-
lective consciousness.
 Experientially, it seems to me that we are often 
silenced. I’m not sure exactly why, but I do have 
some thoughts on the matter. Because many of 

us traditionally come from cultures where we 
are taught to defer to authority and acquiesce 
to others, I wonder if this is interpreted as a 
sign of weakness or passivity. I also wonder if, 
because we were socialized to not bring atten-
tion to our individual selves and to instead give 
precedence to the collectivity, we contribute to 
receding ourselves into the background of in-
visibility. Whatever the reason or reasons, co-
contributed by myself as well as by others, one 
possible outcome of this cross-cultural dynamic 
is that we may become silenced into losing our 
voice. Consequently, the challenge becomes to 
reclaim our voice and to make sure that what we 
have to say is give its due air time.
 What does this have to do with mental-health 
issues and the LGBT community? Everything! Ev-
ery time any of us are members of a minority 
group, whether it be membership because of our 
sex, gender, ethnicity or sexual orientation, we 
receive overt and covert messages that what we 
have to say, or who we are at our core, is less 
than and not as important. Consequently, we 
may internalize this devaluing message. 
 As a psychologist listening to my predomi-
nantly LGBT clients tell their stories often for 
the first time ever, I am humbled by the tremen-
dous amount of healing that happens when one 
is able to open and honestly tell his or her story.
 We have to not conspire in the silence and 
claim our voice—even and especially when the 
odds are against us. 
 Dr. Edward Fajardo is a licensed clinical 
psychologist in independent private practice 
specializing in gay-affirmative therapy. he 
can be contacted at EJFajardo@aol.com or 
312-623-0502.

EDWARD
FAJARDO
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BY SCoTT C. MoRGAn

Before the holiday dance perennial of The Nut-
cracker starts sugaring up Chicago-area stages 
next month, Windy City dance fans can feast on 
a variety of new modern dance creations and 
classics this month. This main-course nourish-
ment of modern dance comes in both home-
grown and imported varieties.

visiting troupes 
 The Merce Cunningham Dance Company is 
going, going and soon to be gone. That’s be-
cause the late choreographer and founder of 
his self-named dance company dictated that it 
should disband after his death. (Cunningham, 
the legendary and ground-breaking gay chore-
ographer passed away at the age of 90 in 2009.) 
 For its Chicago engagement, the Merce Cun-
ningham Dance Company is set to perform two 
programs in a presentation co-sponsored by the 
Dance Center of Columbia College Chicago and 
Millennium Park’s Harris Theater for Music and 
Dance at 205 E. Randolph Dr. The repertory trio 
of Squaregame (1976), Quartet (1982) and Antic 
Meet (1958) make up Program A at 8 p.m. Nov. 
18. Program B at 8 p.m. Nov. 19, is the evening-
length Roaratorio (1983) which features music 
from John Cage’s 1979 piece Roratorio, an Irish 
Circus on Finnegans Wake including text from 
James Joyce’s iconic novel. Tickets are $25-$65. 
Call 312-334-7777 or visit http://www.colum.
edu/dancecenter.
 If you want more pop music infused into pre-
sentations of modern dance, then be sure not to 
miss Rasta Thomas’ BAD BoYS of DAnCE. Found-
ed in 2007 at the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, 
BAD BOYS of DANCE features hypergymnastic 
choreography mixed with animated projections 
while its dancers groove to the likes of Cold-

play, U2 and Queen. Performances are at 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 5 and 2 p.m. Nov. 6 at the Auditorium 
Theatre of Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress 
Pkwy. Tickets are $30-$72; call 800-982-2787 or 
visit http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org.
 The AXIS Dance Company was founded in Cal-
ifornia’s Bay Area three years before the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act became the law of the 
land in 1990. This innovative dance troupe is 
known for defying preconceptions about dis-
abled performers and also shows that dance is 
truly available to everyone. 
 Mark Brew’s 2011 piece Full of Words and Light 
Shelter from 2009 are on the Chicago bill for 
AXIS, as is the 2008 work Vessel, by Alex Ket-
ley in collaboration with poet Carol Snow. AXIS 
Dance Company performs at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 19 
and 2 p.m. Nov. 20 at the Auditorium Theatre 
or Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress Pkwy. 
Tickets are $30-$72. Call 800-982-2787 or visit 
http://www.auditoriumtheatre.org.
 The universe in relation to science, poetry and 
faith is explored in visiting choreographer Liz 
Lerman’s new multimedia piece The Matter of 
origins, which plays at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 10-13 at 
the Museum of Contemporary Art’s MCA Stage, 
220 E. Chicago. Tickets are $28. Call 312-397-
4010 or visit http://www.mcachicago.org.

hometown hitters
 River north Dance Chicago’s hometown fall 
engagement features company premieres and 
returning favorites. New to the company is 
Daniel Ezralow’s acclaimed urban drama SU-
PER STRAIGHT is coming down, while Charles 
Moulton’s classic piece of synchronized and pre-
cise movement titled Nine Person Precision Ball 
Passing makes its debut at Millennium Park’s 
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Ran-
dolph Dr. River North Dance Chicago performs 

8 p.m. Nov. 4 and 5. Tickets are $30-$75 and 
available by calling 312-334-7777 or by visiting 
http://www.rivernorthchicago.com. 
 Dance fans will get a chance to see how the 
recently renovated Stage 773 works as a major 
dance venue when the Dance Chicago festival 
of new works plays this November. A variety of 
dance styles included in the mix of Dance Chi-
cago programming include tap, modern, urban, 
Irish, ballet and more.
 Dance Chicago plays Nov. 2-20 at Stage 773, 
1225 W. Belmont Ave. Tickets are $27 and $23 
for students and seniors. Visit http://www.
dancechicago.com for a full roster and schedule 
of participating companies. For tickets, call 773-
327-5252 or visit http://www.stage773.org.
 Hubbard Street Dance Chicago isn’t the only 
dance company collaborating with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra (CSO). DanceWorks Chi-
cago teams up with the CSO for the one-hour 
children’s concerts “Magical Movements” featur-
ing choreography by Christian Spuck to music by 
the likes of Gary Fry, Mozart, Nielsen and more. 
The program culminates with The Young Person’s 
Guide to the Orchestra by gay composer Benja-
min Britten. 
 Magical Movements plays 11 a.m. and 12:45 
p.m. Nov. 5 at Symphony Center, 220 S. Michi-
gan Ave. Tickets are $6-$33. Call 312-294-3000 
or visit http://ww.cso.org or http://www.dance-
workschicago.org.

narrative notions
 Thodos Dance Chicago offers DuPage County 
audiences a chance to see its 2010 evening-
length dance piece co-choreographed by Tony 
Award-winner Ann Reinking and company found-
er Melissa Thodos called The White City: Chica-
go’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 at College 
of DuPage’s McAninch Arts Center, 425 Fawell 
Blvd., Glen Ellyn. Tickets are $40. Call 630-942-
4000 or visit http://www.atthemac.org.  
 More narrative dance can be found in hub-
bard Street Dance Chicago’s revival of its chil-
dren’s dance piece Harold and the Purple Crayon: 
A Dance Adventure inspired by Crockett John-
son’s classic children’s book. It offers parents 
an alternative to the standby of The Nutcraker. 
Performances are at 2 p.m. Dec. 3 and 4 at the 
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Ran-
dolph Dr. Call 312-334-7777.
 A positive and negative meditation on what 
it means to be part of a couple is explored in 
The Better Half via dance troupe Lucky plush 
productions’ collaboration with physical theater 
troupe 500 Clown. Inspired in part by the 1944 
film drama Gaslight, The Better Half continues 
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 3, 5 and 6 at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art’s MCA Stage, 220 E. Chicago 
Ave. Tickets are $28. Call 312-397-4010 or visit 
http://www.mcachicago.org. 

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Rasta Thomas’ BAD BoYS of DAnCE plays the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt university in Chicago nov. 5-6. Read more below. 
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CRITICS’ PICKS
 The Count of Monte Cristo, Lifeline The-
atre, extended through Nov. 13. You dedi-
cate your being to revenge and get it. Then 
what? Where’s your life? This handsome but 
cerebral adaptation (vs. swashbuckling) fo-
cuses on that question, and pares down the 
complex tale to crystal clarity. JA
  Follies, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, 
through Nov. 13. Director Gary Griffin scores 
again staging Sondheim for CST with a inti-
mately staged and musically rich rendition 
of Broadway’s classic 1971 musical that 
insightfully shows the disillusionment of 
youthful dreams and the pitfalls of nostal-
gia. SCM
 old Times, Strawdog Theatre, through 
Nov. 12. Michaela Petro sizzles in every-
thing she does and John Henry Roberts is 
the accelerant (as Abigail Boucher is the 
fuel) to the fire in Harold Pinter’s sexy trea-
tise on the power of re-inventing elusive 
memories. MSB
 A Touch of the poet, Artistic Home at 
Stage 773, through Nov. 6. The cozy studio 
in the freshly-rehabbed Stage 773 receives 
a worthy inauguration in this superbly-
crafted production of Eugene O’Neill’s sa-
lute to the Irish immigrant experience and 
the price of upward mobility. SCM

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge
and Morgan

SPOTLIGHT

 Seth Rudetsky is a tireless Broadway booster. From his 
Sirius/XM Satellite Radio show Seth’s Big Fat Broadway to 
his weekly column (frequently detailing his travel mishaps) 
on Playbill.com, this chatty and enthusiastic writer/actor/
pianist is enthused by all things Broadway. See just how 
obsessed he is with the Great White Way when Rudetsky 
returns to the Chicago area with his show Deconstructing 
Broadway (a sell-out in Highland Park in October 2010). 
Seth Rudetsky’s Deconstructing Broadway is at 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 4, at the Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave. Tickets 
are $40. Call 773-381-4554, or visit http://www.mayne-
stage.com or http://www.sethrudetsky.com. Photo courtesy 
of Rudetsky

THEATER REVIEW

A Behanding 
In Spokane
playwright: Martin McDonagh
At: profiles Theatre, 4147 n. Broadway
phone: 773-549-1815;$35-$40
Runs through: Dec. 4

BY MARY ShEn BARnIDGE
 
If Martin McDonagh were a first-time play-
wright, this 2010 play could have been 
chalked up to an impression of life in the 
United States too heavily steeped in Sam 
Shepard and Quentin Tarantino, but since Mc-
Donagh’s dossier boasts a worldwide reputa-
tion for dark comedies set in Ireland’s west-
ern counties—a canon noticeably unenlarged 
in recent years—the only explanation for this 
latest effort is that of a reluctant writer pres-
sured to work when he really doesn’t feel like 
it. 
 Our action opens in a shabby railroad inn, 
where bloody handprints on the room’s closet 
door are our first warning that the occupant, 
a likewise travel-weary drifter with one hand 
missing and a .45 automatic in the other, is 
no ordinary transient. We gradually learn the 
circumstances behind his injury 20 years ear-
lier, and his subsequent quest to find his for-
lorn appendage, even to offering a reward for 
its return. Two hucksters claiming to have the 
goods have arranged a meet, but the hand 
they are selling turns out to be a fraud. This 
deception causes everyone’s plans to spin out 
of control, with the assistance of handcuffs, 
homemade incendiary bombs, a suitcase full 
of severed hands, a twitchy desk clerk eager 
for a thrill—oh, and our vagabond’s mom 
phoning in to check on him.
 It’s understandable that a citizen of a for-
eign country, relying on tabloid journalism 
and action-cinema exports, might imagine 
rural America to be a wild-west bushveld of 
psychopathic predators. Historical evidence 
doesn’t entirely rule out Deliverance-styled 
troglodytes lurking in Washington state, but 
McDonagh’s isolation-crazed misanthropes 

owe more to sensationalistic reports of armed 
survivalists in the Great Northwest, as does 
his comic-book depiction of white-trash 
lowlifes (rendering suspect his likewise gro-
tesque past portraits of his fellow Hibernians, 
at which we have been invited to chortle de-
risively).  
 Profiles Theatre is well acclimated to the 
blood-and-spit school of drama, but we see 
none of the depth or commitment that comes 
with immersion into marginalized person-
alities. Characters are assigned labels upon 
their introduction (“cowardly black man, cries 
when scared” “bossy blonde girl, screams a 
lot”), and for the next 90 minutes, they reaf-
firm these traits with physical humor and vo-
cal excess, ultimately generating a benumbed 
boredom. Darrell W. Cox musters some of his 
trademark mystery for awhile, but neither he, 
nor his fellow actors, nor director Rick Sny-
der, nor author McDonagh himself, appear to 
be enjoying themselves. They’re not the only 
ones.

THEATER REVIEW

Pippin
Score: Stephen Schwartz; 
Book: Bob Fosse, Roger o. hirson
At: Bohemian Theatre Ensemble 
at Theater Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave.
phone: 773-975-8150; $22-$28
Runs through nov. 13 

BY SCoTT C. MoRGAn

Pippin was one of Broadway’s hugest musical 
hits of the 1970s, running from 1972 to 1977. 
Legendary director/choreographer Bob Fosse’s 
stylish staging featured Ben Vereen in a Tony 
Award-winning turn as the Leading Player, while 
the catchy score by Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, 
Wicked) featured song hits like “Corner of the 
Sky,” “Magic to Do” and “Love Song.”
 However, when viewed nearly 40 years later, 
Pippin comes off as horribly dated and dis-
jointed, despite the best efforts of director Pe-
ter Marston Sullivan’s confidently sprightly and 
stripped-down intimate staging for Bohemian 
Theatre Ensemble at Theater Wit. No doubt Pip-
pin will find favor as an exercise in nostalgia for 
fans who grew up with the show, but newcom-
ers (like myself) will guess that all the original 
excitement surrounding the show had more to 
do with its surface flash than any storytelling 
substance.
 Pippin is a product of its time, coming off of 
the euphoria of the drug and sexual revolutions 
of the late 1960s, but also traumatized by the 
then ongoing moral quagmire of the Vietnam 
War. Book writers Roger O. Hirson and Fosse may 
have set Pippin during the Holy Roman Empire 

circa 780 A.D., but the show was really more 
of an analogous mirror for American youth to 
question their country’s idealism in face of brute 
militaristic reality.
 Those wanting a structured story will be aggra-
vated by the abandonment of Pippin’s political 
power plot in the show’s second act. It’s replac-
es with a personal journey plot thread for the 
hopelessly (and annoyingly) naïve title charac-
ter. The ending involving a mob peer-pressuring 
self-immolation as a means of achieving star-
dom is also baffling.
 Despite Pippin’s drawbacks in the script de-
partment, Bohemian Theatre Ensemble serves 
up a consistently entertaining production with 
an attractively sinewy ensemble delivering cho-
reographer Brenda Didier clearly Fosse-inspired 
choreography throughout. The un-amplified vo-
calizing is also a pleasure throughout.
 Travis Porchia makes for an appropriately men-
acing and knowing Leading Player narrator, while 
Shawn Nathan Baer makes for a fresh-faced pret-
ty boy Pippin. Michael Kingston impresses with 
his funny takes on the dual roles of Charlemagne 
and grandmother Berthe, while Jenny Lamb is a 
wry and devious Queen Fastrada.
 As the down-to-earth love interest Catherine, 
Dana Tretta is fine and dandy. But Tretta is ul-
timately undermined with some eye-rolling hip-
pie-dippy dialogue in the second act.
 It’s odd why the shows authors felt it neces-
sary to latch Pippin’s preachy tale of ambition 
and self-realization to a quasi-historical Holy 
Roman Empire. And though Bohemian Theatre 
Ensemble’s talented cast members execute their 
stage duties with plenty of polish and panache, 
all that effort can’t conceal Pippin’s flimsy plot 
and oh-so dated worldview.

pippin.
photo 
courtesy of 
peter Coombs 
and 
Bohemian 
Theatre 
Ensemble

Darrell W. Cox in A Behanding in Spokane. 
photo by Wayne Karl

Perceptual Motion
benefit Nov. 5
 Perceptual Motion’s A Taste of Wine & 
Chocolate Benefit will take place Saturday, 
Nov. 5, 7-10 p.m., at the auditorium of St. 
Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Church, 5649 N. 
Sheridan Rd.
 Angel Food Bakery, Café Selmarie, Mar-
gie’s Candies and Lutz Café and Pastry Shop 
are donating the chocolate. 
 Advance tickets are $35 single or two for 
$60 ($45 for one and two for $75 at the 
door). Use Paypal or go to http://www.per-
ceptualmotiondance.com.

Leppen hosting
PFP benefit Nov. 14
 Michael A. Leppen is hosting a benefit, 
“Simply Sensational,” on Monday, Nov. 
14, featuring talent in Chicago in music, 
dance, comedy and theater.
 Tickets for the evening—which includes 
appetizers, a complimentary beer and wine 
bar, desserts and the program—are $50 for 
VIPs and $25 for general admission. Pro-
ceeds benefit Pride Films and Plays.
 VIP tickets include reserved seats, pro-
gram recognition and one ticket to Pride 
Films and Plays’ current comedy Love 
Sucks! (running through Nov. 26). Tickets 
are available through Brown Paper Tickets 
at 800-838-3006 or http://www.brownpap-
ertickets.com/event/207987.
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THEATER REVIEW

Momma’s Boyz
playwright: Cándido Tirado
At: Teatro vista at Chicago 
Dramatists, 1105 W. Chicago Ave.
phone: 312-666-4659;$25
Runs through: Dec. 4

BY MARY ShEn BARnIDGE
 
Déjà vu is the phenomenon of remembering what 
you never experienced. Cándido Tirado’s parable 
is based in its inverse—call it “aprés vu”—a 
tricky premise, and if your brain isn’t strapped 
in securely at the outset, you won’t have a clue 
where you are when the story takes an existen-
tial turn. 
 Our tale opens at the wake of the drug-dealing 
ghetto youth known to his intimates as Shine, 
recently shot and killed by his lifelong comrade, 
Thug, the latter now imprisoned. The deceased’s 
ghost hovers nearby as Mimic, the third in this 
fraternal trio, bitterly regrets not intervening to 
alter the course—foretold long ago in a clair-
voyant vision—leading to a tragic end for all in-
volved. With this remorseful wish, time suddenly 
reverses direction, spooling backwards to reveal 

how three poor, but fundamentally honest, boys 
came to grow into the self-destructive criminals 
they became. As they approach the crucial mo-
ment that will determine their futures, however, 
the chronological orientation of our narrative is 
suddenly called into question. 
 Is what we are seeing a flashback of irrevocable 
deeds embraced in haste by young men who see 
in illegal money their escape from poverty and 
the fulfillment of their ambitions? (Mimic wants 
to go to acting school, Shine wants to open a re-
cording studio, Thug wants to give his child and 
her mother a comfortable life.) Alternatively, is 
it a flash-forward, its participants still endowed 
with the opportunity to bring their individual 
talents to less dangerous money-making em-
ployment? “It’s only for a little while,” they tell 
themselves, oblivious to the ironic tactical simi-
larities of capitalistic enterprises on both sides 
of the law.
 Regina Garcia’s scenic design provides us 
temporal guidance by means of slide projec-
tions indicating “hours/days/months earlier,” 
but playgoers who don’t read tagger-script have 
only the performances of Steve Casillas, Jesse 
David and Marvin Quijada to keep them located 
in Tirado’s multi-dimensional dramatic universe. 
As in real life, the transformation from scrapping 
and “snapping” adolescents to trigger-nervous 
fugitives occurs in deceptively small steps, but 
under Ricardo Gutierrez’s direction, each player 
exhibits a precision-crafted vocal and physical 
presence easily permitting us to track the prog-
ress (or retrogression) of his perceptions in a 
brutal world, riveting our attention right up to 
Tirado’s unsentimental observation that, even 
offered a second chance, there are always those 
will keep to their original path.

Momma’s Boyz. pics of E. Torres

DOUBLE REVIEW

The Game
Show Show
playwright: James Anthony Zoccoli, 
Anderson Lawfer
At: The British Stage Company at the 
Mercury Theater, 3745 n. Southport Ave.
Tickets: 773-325-1700; 
http://www.gameshowshow.com; $15
open run

The Girl with the 
Drag Queen Tattoo
playwright: The Cast
At: Salsation and Wig Bullies at 
Gorilla Tango, 1919 n. Milwaukee Ave.
Tickets: http://www.gorillatango.com; $12
Runs through: nov. 25

BY JonAThAn ABARBAnEL
 
There’s no similarity between The Game Show 
Show ... and Stuff, and The Girl with the Drag 
Queen Tattoo, except that both are quite amia-
ble and run approximately an hour. Both shows 

are moderately amusing without hitting it out 
of the ball park; both are at venues allowing 
drinks; and both are a reasonable value.
 Actually, The Game Show Show can be more 
than a reasonable value as it awards $50 or 
even $100 prizes. The show is the semi-impro-
vised love child of off-Loop theater veterans 
Anderson Lawfer and James Anthony Zoccoli, 
who preside, respectively, as the genial MC and 
the on-stage announcer and crowd-rouser. It 
combines familiar elements of TV game shows 
from Let’s Make a Deal to Jeopardy, with au-
dience volunteers facing off in a half-dozen 
games and challenges, including a tastefully 
named Jell-O challenge. There’s even a chal-
lenge that raises money for a worthy cause, 
the Lakeview Pantry. 
 It’s all good, clean fun except for the Jell-O. 
Indeed, the scarcity of four-letter words seems 
unusual for a late-night amusement. Lawfer 
and Zoccoli have been doing The Game Show 
Show in various venues for five years, so they 
are past masters of audience probabilities who 
keep things relaxed, fast, loose and funny. 
Crucially, they have fun with contestants but 
never disrespect them. Shows are Fridays and 
Saturdays at 11 p.m.
 The Girl with the Drag Queen Tattoo unites 

Latino sketch-comedy troupe Salsation The-
atre Company with the new LGBT sketchers 
Wig Bullies Productions. Despite a panoply 
of four-letter words, the 6 p.m. performance 
I attended drew about two dozen adolescents 
in a group. The 50-minute show offers about 
a dozen scenes on LGBT themes on the bare-
bones Gorilla Tango stage. The opening and 
closing scenes are connected, but the show 
isn’t a Harold (for those who know improv ter-
minology) and instead offers random scenes in 
hit-or-miss fashion.
 Scenes that hit are those about a drag queen 
who suffers from PMS, a knock at Southwest 
“no-sex” Airlines, a sketch about Catholic La-
tino parents who want their gay son to marry 
his partner of five years (“It’s time you made 
an honest man of him.”) and a sweet look at 
the early years of a 90-year-old fag hag. The 
biggest problem with The Girl with the Drag 
Queen Tattoo (the title sketch is the show’s fi-
nal scene) is inconsistent performance energy. 
The affable cast looked and sounded as if they 
hadn’t performed in a week (they hadn’t) and 
were warming up before the paying customers. 
Shows are Fridays at 8 p.m. through November.

FILM SCREENING | PANEL DISCUSSION | STAGED READING WITH ORIGINAL MUSIC

TICKETS $15, $20 AND $25 (800) 982-ARTS (2787) | ticketmaster.com 

Auditorium Theatre Box Offi ce, 50 E. Congress Pkwy., Chicago

NOVEMBER 13, 2011
CHICAGO PREMIERE
Conceived and adapted for the stage by Gregory Hinton. Based on the 

book “Beyond Brokeback,” written by members of The Ultimate Brokeback 

Forum. Music by Shawn Kirchner and directed by David Zak. Featuring: 

Darryl Stephens, Ryan Harrison, Liz Pazik, Mary Gearen, Bob Kessler and 

CCPA alum Amanda Batterson

www.ticketmaster.com


BY JERRY nunn

The Girls are back in town! Indigo Girls, made 
up of Amy Ray and Emily Saliers, bring their folk 
rock music back to Chicago for two shows at The 
Vic. They started performing with the name “In-
digo Girls” when they were students at Emory 
University. 
 After kicking it old-school, the lesbian duo 
made a self-produced full-length record in 1987, 
and then moved into a major record company. 
After releasing nine albums, they have now self-
produced albums with their own IG Recordings. 
Their latest project is called Beauty Queen Sister 
and fans now have the opportunity to hear it 
live. Windy City Times talked to Ray before their 
big day. 
 Windy City Times: hi, Amy. You are coming 
back to Chicago.
 Amy Ray: Yes, we always love playing there. 
 WCT: With two shows is it all the same set 
list or do you play different songs?
 AR: We will do different stuff. There are some 
things that will be the same, maybe what we will 
open with and close with because it gets us in 
the right frame of mind. We switch it up in the 
middle. We won’t play all new songs but we will 
play old songs as well but a different group of 
old songs between the two shows. 
 WCT: So real fans have to go to both.
 AR: [Laughs] Yes. It keeps us on our toes and 
fresh. 
 WCT: Let’s talk about the new album that 
just came out, [called] Beauty Queen Sister. 
Do you have a sister who is a beauty queen?
 AR: That’s funny because I don’t. My sister 
might have been homecoming queen one year. 

My mom was definitely a beauty queen. She was 
always big in school. 
 It came out of a conversation that I was hav-
ing with a couple of friends. My girlfriend has 
siblings more of that ilk. We were saying there is 
always one in every family. Then it turned into a 
whole different thing. It gave me an idea then I 
wrote about something completely different. It 
was more about trying to hang onto that thing 
that you have. 
 WCT: Whether it is age or beauty…
 AR: Yes, exactly. 
 WCT: Is the single “Share the Moon?”
 AR: It’s not the single. The single is “Making 
Promises” but stations play what they want…
 WCT: Do you have a new video from the al-
bum?
 AR: We do. We have a new video for “Making 
Promises” and I hope it is up at this point. It 
was finished last week. It should be up in the 
next week or so. It is old Super 8 footage that 
my brother and I took of building a racecar track 
and trying to do stop motion photography. It is 
mixed in with Super 8 footage of me and Emily 
when we were younger mixed in with some ani-
mation. It is a lot of fun in and out of our lives 
kind of stuff.
 WCT: You and Emily have known each other 
since high school correct?
 AR: Since elementary school, we were 10. 
 WCT: That’s wild. In Georgia?
 AR: Yes. Emily moved down from Connecti-
cut when she was ten years old and we went to 
school together. In high school we were both 
in the same chorus and that is when we started 
hanging out and stuff. 
 WCT: After all of this time do you ever get 
sick of each other?
 AR: [Laughs] I’m sure we do! We have a good 
system. We live in separate cities and have our 
own kind of thing that we do. When we play 
together it is the magic of music. It feels good, 
you know?
 WCT: I heard that you both live separate 
lives when you are not playing together. 
 AR: Yes, very much so. 
 WCT: You write the music separately, too?
 AR: We write separate but when we do a record 
we get together a lot. We work on songs and ar-
rangements, practice together a lot. We get the 
system going for making a record. When it all 
jells, we have time to work that stuff out. 

 WCT: Is the new track “Birthday Song” a 
good one for a live audience?
 AR: Yeah, it is actually. All of the new songs 
work live pretty well, which is great. We are not 
touring with a drummer right now. We are tour-
ing with a keyboard player, who plays the accor-
dion as well and a violinist. It is pretty represen-
tative of the record, in a sort of slightly different 
broken down kind of way. It is pretty fun and all 
kind of works. At this point we are still getting 
our sea legs with the new material so it is hard 
to tell.
 WCT: The cover seems tattoo-inspired. Do 
you have tattoos?
 AR: I do. I have a lot, actually. The cover did 
come out of doing flash art with tattoos. In the 
package we did a random box, where you get a 
tattoo in each CD. I think there are six of them 
and they do it randomly. 
 WCT: What is your favorite tattoo?
 AR: That’s a hard one. I just got a tattoo of 
a dog on my right arm that I lost a few years 
ago. It is a really great tattoo. I use the same 
artist over and over again because she does so 
much and she is in Seattle. My girlfriend is from 
there so I am out there a lot. The artist is really 
special so anything she does I like. 
 WCT: Are you going to do more solo work?
 AR: Yes, I have a new record done. I’m going 
to wait to release it until the beginning of March 
but it is finished. It is the same group of people 
that did my last record, which was Didn’t It Feel 
Kinder, same producer, with the addition of a 
keyboard player name Julie Wolf, who usually 
tours with the Indigo Girls. She is a really good 
synth player, plays very old vintage synthesizer. 
She came in and did a bunch of stuff. It is a 
little more up than my last one but not techno-
ish. It is rock. It has an Appalachian song. It has 
a throwback to Jackson Browne song on it too. 
It mixes it up. I’m really happy with it. I will put 
it out in March and probably tour with it a bit. 
 WCT: Do you prefer self-producing, as op-
posed to the big major label?
 AR: The Indigo Girls are on their own label 
now so it is kind of like when I put out my own 
records too. We are all independent everywhere. 
Vanguard distributes us so it is like having the 
best of both worlds. We have a good distribution 
and a lot of info structure but we really make our 
own choices and decisions about how the money 
is spent. Creatively, it feels good. The only dif-
ference is that we don’t have as much money, 
which is actually a good thing. I think it makes 
us a little more creative with what we do. 

 WCT: vanguard is out of nashville?
 AR: Yes and they have an L.A. office too.
 WCT: I saw your Christmas show at the 
house of Blues. 
 AR: That was so fun! 
 WCT: Chely Wright played with you onstage. 
What do you recommend for female artists 
who are in the closet?
 AR: Oh, boy; that is a hard question. It doesn’t 
seem that should be hard anymore, does it? 
 WCT: no, because you have out musicians 
like Chely and Melissa Etheridge. 
 AR: I always recommend that people at this 
point are out as musicians because you feel 
better. But I know why people struggle with 
whether or not to do that depending on what 
kind of music they are playing. It can be the 
kiss of death in country music or even any kind 
of music. I don’t think that matters as much as 
honesty and integrity, personally for me. I think 
your audience is your community and they want 
you to be real. 
 I don’t think it has to hold you back. I think 
there is a lot of fear still and I understand where 
that comes from. I am always patient with 
someone when they are tryng to figure it out 
but at the same time inside I hope that people 
will realize the payoff is bigger, spiritually and 
emotionally in the long run if you just be your-
self. The short run can be scary and you can 
be pigeonholed or lose radio play or whatever 
happens, which is absurd in this day and age 
but it does still affect you. I think in the long 
run you are better off. If you want longevity and 
a real audience with a connection between you 
and your audience, you need to be who you are. 
 WCT: Indigo Girls’ following has stuck with 
them for so long.
 AR: We have the greatest audience. 
 WCT: I love the new girls coming up, like 
Girl in a Coma.
 AR: I love that band. 
 WCT: have you listened to the Belle Bri-
gade?
 AR: I downloaded some of their music the 
other day on a friend’s recommendation. I really 
love it. 
 WCT: They opened for k.d. lang over the 
summer. I asked them about an LGBT connec-
tion to the band and she told me she is a big 
gay lesbian. 
 AR: That’s refreshing! 
 WCT: She was very open and talked about 
her girlfriend.
 AR: That’s cool. I like their music and love Girl 
in a Coma. 
 WCT: I want to tell you that I saw you open 
for R.E.M. back in the ‘80s in nashville.
 AR: That tour was so important for us. It was 
a big moment where we got to be in front of a 
lot of people. It was challenging and we learned 
a lot. It was a turning point in our career. We al-
ways appreciated them giving us that. When you 
think about it at that time period we weren’t 
totally out then but we were obviously lesbians. 
We were kind of butch and playing in a way. Our 
audience looked past all of that stuff. They were 
cutting edge and just listening to music. 
 WCT: I don’t think Michael Stipe was out 
then, either.
 AR: Nope, no way. 
 WCT: Would you ever change the name to 
Indigo Women?
 AR: [Laughs] People ask us that because we 
are obviously getting older. I just don’t think it 
sounds the same. You pick your name when you 
are young. You do it and don’t think about it. 
We didn’t think about longevity at that point. 
We thought this is fun and let’s do it. We went 
day by day and had a short term vision. We never 
thought in 20 years we would have the same 
name! We just thought it sounded good from the 
alliteration of it. Now we have to live with it. 
 It’s twice the shows and twice the fun with 
the two Indigo Girls on nov. 8 and 9 at the vic 
Theatre, 3145 n. Sheffield Ave. For tickets try 
http://www.jamusa.com or visit http://www.
indigogirls.com. 
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NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Indigo Girls’ Amy Ray on
tattoos and coming out

Amy Ray (left) and Emily Sailers of Indigo 
Girls. pR photo
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Frank Chaves—Artistic Director
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HARRIS THEATER AT MILLENNIUM PARK
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BY JERRY nunn

The Real Housewives of Atlanta have been turn-
ing up the heat on Bravo for years and now be-
gins the fourth season of the show. Hotlanta got 
hotter as NeNe Leakes from the show recently 
landed a spot on The Celebrity Apprentice 4 stir-
ring up some trouble for Trump and the gang. 
This Georgia peach ultimately walked off the 
show without raising money for her cause but 
her appearance sparked controversy and enter-
tainment. WCT called NeNe in ATL at dinnertime 
to find out the roots of the single wife and how 
it all began.
 Windy City Times: hi, nene. how’s Georgia?
 NeNe Leakes: Well, I am at a restaurant so I 
can’t be too loud.
 WCT: Did you grow up in warm Atlanta?
 NL: I did. I grew up right outside in Athens, 
Ga. It is about 45 minutes out of Atlanta. 
 WCT: I don’t hear a Southern accent.
 NL: I am originally from Queens. I went to 
New York every summer with my mom. I went to 
school in Athens with my aunt. 
 WCT: I noticed we are almost the same age.
 NL: I don’t know how old you are but I am only 
25!
 WCT: [Laughs] Me, too.
 NL: Okayyy.
 WCT: how did you get involved with the 
Real housewives in the first place?
 NL: How I was originally cast was when I met 
this girl in Atlanta. She was just a girl that I 
know when I would go out to places. She said 
that she knew the producers of the Orange 
County Housewives. I didn’t believe her at first. 

They were actually here in Atlanta and looking 
for girls to be in the show. The rules were that 
you had to live behind a gate and you had to be 
married. That sounded like me so I said, “Hook 
me up.” 
 She gave the lady my number. The lady called 
me who was doing the casting in Atlanta and we 
set up an appointment where she could come to 
my house and interview me. She loved me and 
asked about the rest of my friends, who I hung 
out with, etc. They wanted to build the show 
around somebody. They wanted a group of girls 
who know each other. I said that I knew Kim 
Zolciak, Sheree Whitfield, DeShawn Snow and a 
girl named Terry Ewing. Terry couldn’t get her 
contract worked out and they found Lisa Wu-
Hartwell and we were the Housewives of Atlanta. 
So not only am I a Housewife, but a casting 
director. I cast the show.
 WCT: What a great story!
 NL: That’s how it was and here we are—the 
Housewives of Atlanta. I knew Sheree, Kim, 
DeShawn. I gave them all my fabulous friend’s 
names and numbers. They interviewed them and 
picked them.
 WCT: I interviewed Kandi Burruss from the 
show in the past. She is sweet.
 NL: Yeah, she is all right.
 WCT: What can readers look forward to this 
time out on season four?
 NL: Well, of course you know I love to do busi-
ness. I am an entrepreneur so there are lots of 
things that I do. This year you will get to hear 
me talk about my restaurants and bars that I 
am trying to open. I actually do open up a res-
taurant inside of the Sacramento airport; it is 

called Famous Famiglia. You won’t see that on 
the show but you will see me talking about it. 
I opened it up right after the show closed. It 
opened about three weeks ago. I am also work-
ing on a wine called Miss Moscato. So you will 
get to see me doing business.
 WCT: Are you still working on the radio?
 NL: Yes. I still co-host every now and then 
with various radio stations. I have actually had 
lots of interviews about me having my own radio 
show. We don’t know yet. I am just interviewing 
and trying to see what is really going to work for 
me. 
 WCT: Yeah. Did you regret anything that 
happened on Celebrity Apprentice?
 NL: No, I don’t regret anything that happened. 
It was all very real and that is how I really felt. 
I don’t take anything of it back. 
 WCT: I have talked to several people after 

the show, like Dionne Warwick and La Toya 
Jackson.
 NL: I love La Toya but Dionne was an old, 
mean lady.
 WCT: Well, she was nice on the phone but I 
don’t know how she is in person.
 NL: She is not nice, honey!
 WCT: Any shout-outs to your gay fans?
 NL: I love my gays, honey. I think I’m a gay 
woman, a gay man, I don’t know, I think I’m 
half-man, half-woman. [Both laugh.]
 WCT: Do you go out the to the gay bars in 
Atlanta?
 NL: I do. I was just in Miami recently and 
stumbled up on a gay bar on the beach. I nearly 
died. There were so many people there I didn’t 
know what to do with myself. 
 WCT: You wrote a book entitled never Make 
the Same Mistakes Twice. Would you ever 
want to do another one?
 NL: You know what? This is the time in my life 
when I should be writing a book. I tell people 
this all the time because so many things happen 
in my life. When I wrote that book I was still 
with my husband. He and I are separated right 
now. I have so many opportunities coming to 
me. There are so many fake people in my life I 
feel like I should be writing about it. Hopefully, 
I can do another book. 
 WCT: people can follow you on Twitter about 
it. I saw all your “tweetie pies” on there to-
day. 
 NL: I love my “tweetie pies!” 
 WCT: Do you have a website?
 NL: I don’t. I am working on a website right 
now and soon it will be up and running. You can 
add me on Facebook.
 WCT: Well, sorry to interrupt your dinner 
schedule.
 NL: No problem. Let’s meet in person some-
time and thanks for talking to me, sweetie. 
 Atlanta braves another season of the Real 
housewives beginning nov. 6. Check http://
www.bravotv.com for listing and details.
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Anonymous;
classic DVDs
With his mega-blockbuster films like 2012, The 
Day After Tomorrow, Independence Day, et al., 
the idea of out writer-director Roland Emmerich 
using a literary figure like William Shakespeare 
as the basis for one of his movies is akin to 
Rodney Dangerfield yelling, “Shakespeare for Ev-
eryone!” in the ‘80s frat comedy Back to School. 
As it turns out, that’s exactly the result that the 
well-intentioned but misguided Emmerich has 
achieved with Anonymous.
 The movie poses a question (“Was Shakespeare 
a fraud?”) that Emmerich’s regular moviegoing 
audience—the masses who have made his movie 
behemoths billion-dollar winners—might only 
not be particularly interested in answering: 
“Let’s see, Shakespeare was…is…oh, whatever.” 
Although this assessment certainly sounds more 
than a tad jaundiced and cynical, I can assure 
you that the cacophony that ensues as Emm-
erich’s movie dances around this sorta tantaliz-
ing idea won’t likely satisfy those that are in the 

dark about our greatest playwright—nor those 
who are.
 As I sat, watching Emmerich’s huge budget 
lavishly expended on the eye-popping sets and 
costumes, classy cast and sequences, I found 
myself lost in the intricate plot that had some-
thing to do with a battle over Queen Elizabeth’s 
successor. Tossed into an excessive amount of 
court intrigue is the idea that Elizabeth (played 
by both Vanessa Redgrave, having a hammy 
good time, and in flashbacks by daughter Joely 
Richardson) just loved old Willy’s plays. How-
ever, they were maybe dangerous or too distract-
ing or, oh, whatever. Rhys Ifans—as the effete, 
titled Edward de Vere—loves the plays, too. 
That’s because, as the film has it, he’s the real 
author of not just the plays but the sonnets as 
well; unfortunately, those to the manner born 

during the Elizabethan period weren’t, heaven 
forbid, allowed to do something so low-class as 
write plays or think of acting in them.
 So, there’s a lot of behind-the-scenes machi-
nations as de Vere gets Ben Jonson (Sebastian 
Armesto) to pretend to be the author of the 
products of his vivid imagination—which, in 
turn become wildly popular plays, thus killing 
Jonson’s own playwriting prospects. Then, in 
an accidental moment, the drunken womanizer 
himself, old Will Shakespeare (Rafe Spall) takes 
credit for Ed’s work and becomes a sensation, 
adding even more intrigue to the movie. 
 The plot raises some intriguing questions but 
is so dense that you finally throw your hands; 
stare at the beautiful scenery; enjoy the over-
the-top acting from the pedigreed cast and the 
beautiful boys (in and out of their codpieces—
there’s plenty of homo subtext here, m’lord); and 
sit in awe of the wads of cash necessary to pull 
together this bombastic claptrap. Anonymous, 
as it turns out, is an apt title for this entertain-
ing nonsense as that’s likely to be the swift fate 
of Emmerich’s Edsel of a movie.

Classic DvD recommendations: 
 Warner Archives has led the way with its DVD 
on Demand service (although I still contend the 
price point is too high). The success of its ser-
vice has inspired other studios to follow suit. 
(The lone hold-out seems to be Paramount, 
which continues to keep tons of its classic titles 
locked in vaults. What’s the delay, Paramount?) 
Although the Warner Archive titles are rarely re-
mastered or have much if anything in the way of 
special features (like their imitators), they allow 
classics fans to at long last add these much de-
sired titles to their collections—reason enough 
for movie maniacs like myself. Recent titles I’m 
recommending include:
 —obsession: Writer/director Brian DePalma’s 
1976 mystery-thriller homage to Hitchcock’s Ver-
tigo (down to the Bernard Herrmann film score) 
includes a fine performance by the recently de-
parted Cliff Robertston, whose tricky Hollywood 
career is due for reassessment. Genevieve Bujold 
has the dual role and is fantastic.
 —The phantom of hollywood: Jack Cassidy 
stars in this 1974 TV movie parody of The Phan-
tom of the Opera as a once-great actor who lives 
among the shadows of MGM’s once glittering 
backlot and goes nuts when the powers that be 
decide its time to turn the sets into a parking 
lot. For nostalgia addicts like myself the movie 
is a must-see, as it features actual footage of 
the real MGM backlot being torn down and has a 
dazzling array of classic stars making cameos in 
what amounts to as a sad wake for MGM’s golden 
era.
 —Berserk!: Late-stage Joan Crawford (1967), 
showing off her still shapely 70-year-old gams, 
is the head of a tatty little circus plagued by a 

murderer who keeps killing off her acts in front 
of a horrified/thrilled public. It’s bottom-of-the-
barrel stuff but Crawford—who romances cocky 
new aerialist Ty Hardin without batting an ironic 
eye at their age difference—gives it her all, as 
usual. This movie’s campish rather than camp.
 —The Catered Affair: Bette Davis and Ernest 
Borgnine star in Paddy Chaefsky’s 1956 film ad-
aptation of his TV play as a world-weary Bronx 
couple—a harried housewife and her cranky cab-
driver husband—who haggle over how lavish a 
wedding to give their only daughter (Debbie 
Reynolds, who is the tough realist of the fam-
ily and who gives an Oscar-worthy performance). 
Rod Taylor plays the fiancé. Andre Previn con-
tributes an emotionally ripe score that under-
scores the bitterness of the character’s lives. 
Decades later, gay icon Harvey Fierstein realized 
a dream of turning the piece into a musical that, 
alas, didn’t resonate with Broadway critics or au-
diences and closed after a brief run.
 —Julie: Just days after marrying a dreamy 
concert pianist (Louis Jordan), Doris Day, as the 
title character, is hysterical after being terror-
ized by said husband, who is insane with jeal-
ousy. An early version of both Sleeping with the 
Enemy and Airport ’75 (really), this little 1956 
programmer ups the tension from its first frame 
and never lets go. Also, it also has an eerie, 
dream-like title song (sung by Day, natch) that 
haunts long after the movie ends at the end of a 
screeching runway. Juuuuuuullllliiiieeee.
 —Athena: This rather oddball 1954 MGM 
musical focuses on astrology, numerology and, 
most important for gay audiences, the fitness 
craze. The latter plot point finds Louis Calhern 
(dressed in ruffled gold shirt and pants) train-
ing a bevy of live-in bodybuilders at the family 
spa for the impending Mr. Universe pageant. The 
he-men (including Steve Reeves) stand around 
posing in their bikinis and, once in a while, offer 
scenic support for the movie’s musical stars—
Jane Powell, Debbie Reynolds and Vic Damone—
who give it their all.
 Check out my archived reviews at http://
www.windycitymediagroup.com or http://
www.knightatthemovies.com. Readers can 
leave feedback at the latter website.
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Jamie Campbell Bower (left) and Xavier Samuel in Anonymous.

‘Pariah’ showing
at NU Nov. 11
 The acclaimed movie Pariah—the Spike 
Lee-backed film that centers around an 
African-American lesbian—will be shown 
Friday, Nov. 11, at the Mary & Leigh Block 
Museum of Art on the Northwestern Uni-
versity campus, 40 Arts Circle Dr., Evan-
ston, at 7 p.m. as part of the Reeling Gay 
& Lesbian Film Festival.
 POW-WOW’s Bois 2 Studs is hosting 
the screening. A trailer of the film is at 
http://www.reelingfilmfestival.org/?page_
id=77&event_id=100 or http://www.fo-
cusfeatures.com/pariah. For more on the 
event, search “POW-WOW We Blast” on 
Facebook.

Reeling exhibition 
at library Nov.15-
Dec. 31
 Gerber/Hart Library and Archives, 1127 
W. Granville, will host an exhibition com-
memorating the 30th anniversary of the 
Reeling Lesbian and Gay International Film 
Festival starting Tuesday, Nov. 15.
 The exhibit—which will feature post-
ers, programs and other artifacts—will run 
through Saturday, Dec. 31. Gavin Rehfeldt 
is the curator.
 For more information, call 773-381-8030 
or visit http://www.gerberhart.org.

www.chicagoshakes.com


Chaz no longer 
‘Dancing’
 Chaz Bono—who had the support of many 
members of the LGBT community but who also 
brought controversy as the first transgender 
contestant on ABC’s Dancing with the Stars—
was eliminated Oct. 25.
 However, according to USA Today, there were 
fireworks on the show. After Bono’s Oct. 24 per-
formance with dancer Lacey Schwimmer—and 
taking aim at judge Bruno Tonioli—he said, “If 
you’re an overweight woman in this competi-
tion, losing weight, they love you. If you’re an 
overweight guy trying to do this competition 
and getting in shape, they penalize you for it, 
call you a penguin. ... Bruno makes comments 
every time ... like I’m some fat troll dancing with 
this beautiful woman every week, and I’m sick of 
it.”
 The other dancer in the bottom two was 
soccer player Hope Solo. Her partner, Maksim 
Chmerkovskiy, also caused a stir Oct. 24 by talk-
ing back to judge Len Goodman after Goodman 
told Solo her performance was her worst this 
season. 
 Ricki Lake, Nancy Grace and J.R. Martinez are 
among the celebrities remaining. Out TV person-
ality Carson Kressley was eliminated last week.

Lakeside Pride’s
2011-12 season
 Lakeside Pride Music Ensembles—the family of 
Chicagoland music ensembles for members and 
friends of the LGBT community—has announced 
its 2011/12 season.
 The Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band and Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform masterworks from 
every musical genre at the Center on Halsted, 
3656 N. Halsted St., and Preston Bradley Cen-
ter, 941 W. Lawrence Ave., from October 2011 
through June 2012.

 The next concert will take place Tuesday, 
Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m. at the center; there, the 
Lakeside Pride Symphony Orchestra will present 
SCHUMANN 3. The calendar ends with the sym-
phony orchestra presenting “The Music of Gay 
Composers” June 9, 2012, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
center.
 Lakeside Pride will be inducted into the Chi-
cago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame Wed., Nov. 
9, at the Chicago History Museum, 1601 N. Clark 
St.
 See http://www.LakesidePride.org for the full 
calendar.

‘Windy City Queer’
at W&CF Nov. 3
 The authors of Windy City Queer: LGBTQ Dis-
patches from the Third Coast will be at Women 
and Children First, 5233 N. Clark St., Thursday, 
Nov. 3, at 7 p.m.
 Authors Kathie Bergquist, Sharon Bridgforth, 
Achy Obejas, Goldie Goldbloom, Gregg Shapiro 
and Robert McDonald will be in attendance.
 Regarding this event, visit http://www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com; for more information on 
Windy City Queer, visit http://uwpress.wisc.edu/
books/4974.htm.

R.E.M. to release
greatest-hits album
 The recently disbanded musical group R.E.M. 
will release its last album—R.E.M., Part Lies, 
Part Heart, Part Truth, Part Garbage, 1982-
2011—on Warner Bros. Records Nov. 15, accord-
ing to a press release.
 The album is a 40-song retrospective that, for 
the first time, collects songs from R.E.M.’s entire 
back catalog, including the band’s early years 
on the IRS label in addition to its Warner Bros. 
Records catalog.

Nov. 2, 2011WINDY CITY TIMES 25

 The premiere of the film Jamie and Jessie Are not Together—a locally made lesbian 
romance/musical—took place at the Siskel Film Center oct. 28. (The movie will run at the 
Siskel, 164 n. State St., through Thursday, nov. 3.) Director Wendy Jo Carlton and stars Jes-
sica London-Shields, Jacqui Jackson and Fawzia Mirza (in the lower photo, from left) were 
among those at the event. photos by hal Baim; more pics online at http://www.WindyCity-
MediaGroup.com

Premiere of ‘Jamie and Jessie...’

AN ILIAD
By Denis O’Hare & Lisa Peterson
Based on Homer’s THE ILIAD, Translated by Robert Fagles
Directed by Charles Newell, Featuring Timothy Edward Kane

Sponsored by
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BY RIChARD KnIGhT, JR.

Reeling, the second oldest gay and lesbian film 
festival in the country (after San Francisco) 
turns 30 this year, and the anniversary is cer-
tainly a time for reflection. Festival creator and 
Artistic Director Brenda Webb took a moment 
out of her insanely busy schedule as opening 
night approached (more on that below) to recall 
just a few of the highlights for Windy City Times. 
They include:
 —The 1986 appearance of queer activist/au-
thor Vito Russo, whose book on gays in the mov-
ies, The Celluloid Closet, is still considered the 
primer on queer cinema in classic Hollywood. 
Webb said, “The airlines shut down and—this 
was long before cellphones—we didn’t know 
until Vito walked into the theater that he was 
coming. But somehow he made it and his ap-
pearance was tremendous. The Celluloid Closet 
had been published in 1981—the same year 
we started.” (The fest comes full circle with a 
screening of the documentary about Vito Mon-
day, Nov. 7—see listing below.)
 —“Another highlight for me,” Webb contin-
ued, “was the screening of Apartment Zero in 
1989. It was notable as an instance where we 
screened a film that had not been classified as a 
‘gay film.’ I discovered it at the Berlin Film Festi-
val and we were one of the few gay film festivals 
to show it. It sold out the Music Box and was a 
huge hit. Colin Firth was in it. It discovered an 
audience here and came back and had a big run 
at the Music Box.”
 —Before Stonewall, the documentary about 
the beginning of modern day gay rights, Webb 
recalled as “an exciting, important night.” So, 
too, was the appearance at Reeling by queer 
activist/filmmaker Derek Jarman (Edward II, 
Caravaggio). Webb said, “He made these super 8 
films that are lesser-known, and showing them 
with him in person was really exciting for me. 
His films are beautiful. I remember that he was 
this very ‘tweedy’ gentleman—very kind, nice, 
and reserved. I remember a conversation with 
him that his true love was for these little super 
8 movies.”
 —A recent highlight, as Webb recalled, was 
the 2007 screening of Quearborn & perversion, 
Ron Pajak’s documentary about the history of 
gay life in Chicago: “The premiere of that was 
very exciting—Ron literally was editing the film 
up to the day that we screened it. I remember 
standing in the library of the Chicago History 
Museum hoping that he would show up with the 
film. It was exciting to show a film knowing that 
so many of the people in the movie were in the 
audience.”
 This year’s Reeling, which runs Nov. 3-12, is 
sure to provide Webb, her staff and festival goers 
plenty of opportunities for more memorable film 
presentations. The fest turns 30 this year and 
the anniversary is certainly a time for reflection. 
The line-up, to be sure, honors the festival’s 
history but, as usual, doesn’t skimp on films, 
focusing on every aspect of the diverse LGBTQ 
community experience. More than 60 programs 
are planned for this year.
 Reeling’s opening night kicks off Thursday, 
Nov. 3, with The Wise Kids, local writer-director 
Stephen Cone’s coming-of-age drama (see mini-
synopsis/review below) that is being screened 
at the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport, 
at 7:30 p.m. An opening-night celebration will 
follow the screening at Deleece Restaurant 
and the adjoining Mercury Theater (just a few 
doors down from the Music Box Theatre). Hors 

d’oeuvres, performance art by The Catharsis 
Junkies, Blue Moon beer and a special Reeling 
30th anniversary cocktail are included (separate 
ticket required for post screening celebration).
 The festival has three movies slotted as Docu-
mentary Centerpiece selections, including Wish 
Me Away, which follows country superstar Chely 
Wright through her journey toward coming out 
to family, friends and, eventually, her adoring 
public. That screening will be Saturday, Nov. 5, 
at 7 p.m. We Were here—the searing AIDS doc-
umentary, as retold by five of the participants 
who witnessed its effect on the gay community 
in San Francisco—will screen on Sunday, Nov. 6 
at 3 p.m., with Windy City Times co-sponsoring 
the screening. vito, the documentary portrait 
of aforementioned author/activist Vito Russo 
will screen at 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 7. , with the 
Queer Film Society co-sponsoring this event. 
Each of the Centerpiece selections, Chicago pre-
mieres all, will be shown at the Landmark Centu-
ry Centre Cinemas, 2828 N. Clark St., the primary 
screening location for the festival.
 The festival’s closing night will feature two 
movies: Cho Dependent, the latest concert film 
starring outlandish, hilarious comedian Margaret 
Cho (at 6 p.m.) and Going Down in La-La Land, 
the latest sex dramedy from queer culture auteur 
Caspar Andreas, who will attend the fest (at 9:30 
p.m.). Both films screen at the Portage Theater, 
4050 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
 Complete festival information is available by 
calling 773-293-1447 or visiting http://www.
reelingfilmfestival.org. Highlights of Reeling’s 
second-week schedule will run in next week’s 
Windy City Times.
 Here’s a brief overview of other first week Reel-
ing highlights from Richard Knight, Jr. (RKJ); 
Andrew Davis (AD); and Steve Warren (SW):

Thursday, nov. 3
 Wise Kids (RKJ): Writer/director/actor Ste-
phen Cone’s beautifully nuanced drama focuses 
on three teenaged members all of a tightly knit 
Baptist community in South Carolina (one of 
whom is quietly gay) as they near high school 
graduation. As the trio prepares for college, 
deeper questions about the rigid boundaries 
of their religious beliefs begin to emerge, not 
just between the friends but amongst some of 
the adults surrounding them—especially the 
choir director, who clearly is struggling with his 
own sexual identity. The film doesn’t offer pat 
answers to the complex questions it raises and 
refuses to point fingers at the usual villains in 
the process. It’s a thought-provoking experience 
filled with tremendous performances from its 
spot-on cast.

Friday, nov. 4
 Mangus! (RKJ): Out actress Heather Mata-
razzo produced and co-stars in this comedic 
Southern-fried bit of hokum that Sordid Lives 
clearly inspired. The title character wants more 
than anything to play Jesus in the school spec-
tacular and realizes his dream—only to have it 
interrupted when he is crippled in a car accident 
after celebrating too hard. However, Mangus 
is nothing if not determined and, God willing, 
he’s going to climb back up on that cross if it 
kills him. The expert supporting cast—a comedy 
dream team consisting of Leslie Jordan, Jennifer 
Coolidge, Deborah Theaker, Matarazzo and John 
Waters (appearing as Jesus Christ, no less) helps 
drag this black comedy across the finish line—
just barely.
 Codependent Lesbian Space Alien Seeks 
Same (SW): Madeleine Olnek sweetly spoofs 
1950s sci-fi flicks that were made on equally 
miniscule budgets. An absurd premise sends 
three bald females from the planet Zots to Earth 
to fall in love and have their hearts broken. 
Two of them date each other but Zoinx (Susan 
Ziegler) falls for shy, lovable Earthling Jane (Lisa 
Haas). A sample of Olnek’s sly, subtle humor: 
“I have no hair on my head but the pavement 
matches the concrete.” (This movie recently re-
ceived a Gotham Independent Film nomination 
for Best Film Not Playing at a Theater Near You.)

Saturday, nov. 5
 The Green (RKJ): Openly gay Broadway heart-
throb and 30 Rock/Glee guest star Cheyenne 
Jackson co-stars with Jason Butler Harner as, 
respectively, Daniel and Michael, a gay couple 
whose move to an idyllic town is shattered when 
one of Michael’s high school drama students 
accuses him of inappropriate behavior. Acting 
fireworks ensue as the drama escalates follow-
ing the student’s accusation. A high-profile cast 

including Julia Ormond and Illeana Douglas co-
star.
 Tomboy (SW): Young Zoé Héran gives an 
amazing performance as the 10-year-old “Tom-
boy” who introduces herself to kids in her new 
neighborhood as Mikael, “the new boy in the 
building,” although her parents call her Laure. 
As summer fades and school approaches, surpris-
es sweet and bitter await. Writer-director Céline 
Sciamma allows a child to find her/his place in 
the universe without getting hysterical about it 
in this wonderful French film.
 Wish Me Away (AD): This documentary cen-
terpiece focuses on the coming out of country 
singer Chely Wright—and the title refers not 
only to the a song of hers but her feelings of 
self-loathing as she dealt with her homosexual-
ity. Filmmakers Bobbie Birleffi and Beverly Kopf 
not only talk with Wright, but with family mem-
bers, townspeople, a minister/spiritual adviser 
and music-industry insiders. Many people will be 
able to relate to the sometimes-raw film, which 
has Wright shedding a lot of tears as she over-
comes various emotional obstacles. Also, be on 
the lookout for Chicago, as Wright was the city’s 
Pride Parade grand marshal in 2010. 
 August (SW): Here’s a “What Would J.C. Do?” 
movie, “J.C.” being Joan Crawford. Except that 
the romantic triangle has three male sides, 
Mommie Dearest could have made August in 
the 1940s. Good acting glosses over some flaws 
in the careless script, but thanks to filmmaker 
Eldar Rapaport’s trendily confusing narrative 
structure, you sometimes need a GPS to find 
where you are in the story.

Sunday, nov. 6
 We Were here (RKJ): David Weissman and 
Bill Weber’s searing portrait of the horrific emo-
tional and physical impact of the AIDS pandemic 
on the particularly hard-hit San Francisco gay 
community revolves around five individuals who 
survived. The deceptively simple—and some-
what risky approach of using only five interview 
subjects slowly pays off and the movie gains 
momentum as the powerful memories and emo-
tions of the quintet of storytellers pour forth. 
These witnesses to what is, essentially, a gay 
Holocaust are unforgettable. Windy City Times 
co-sponsors the screening. 
 Eating out: The open Weekend (RKJ): Queer 
writer/director Q. Alan Brocka’s non-stop sexy 
gay comedies are now up to their fifth edition—
this one finds a quartet of hunky lovebirds at a 
clothing- and monogamy-optional resort in Palm 
Springs, Calif. Although each edition of the Eat-
ing Out series has progressively lost traction in 
terms of originality (as per just about every se-
ries of movie sequels, no matter the genre), the 
scale has decidedly tipped in favor of excessive-

MOVIES

Reeling 30:
First-week overview

August.

Gigola. photo by pierre Giubert/visual press 
Agency
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ness with each outing. In this case, that just 
means a lot more prodigious male eye candy, 
making this a guilty pleasure just this side of 
out and out porn. Brocka will attend the screen-
ing.
 Kink Crusaders (AD): Chicago stars in this 
documentary that focuses on the 2008 Interna-
tional Mr. Leather (IML) contest as well as the 
evolution of the gathering and the people who 
attend them. Refreshingly, one of the themes in 
this quick film—which includes interviews with 
various people, including IML creator Chuck 
Renslow—is that IML is all about variety and 
inclusivity. (Note: There will be a Q&A with 
Renslow and IML’s Joey McDonald—who makes 
quite an impression in one scene—following the 
movie. Then, there’ll be an after-party at the bar 
Touche.)
 hit So hard (AD): When one mentions the 
band Hole, others may think of lead singer 
Courtney Love—but out drummer Patty Schemel 
put her own indelible stamp on it. P. David Eb-
ersole’s sometimes-intimate documentary blends 
tour footage with personal home videos and in-
terviews with other musicians (including other 
female drummers and members of Hole, includ-
ing the redoubtable Love). This film discusses 
Schemel’s coming-out—but deals with a lot of 
other issues, including addiction; band dynam-
ics; and the deaths of Hole member Kristen Pfaff 
and Nirvana frontman (and Love’s husband) Kurt 
Cobain. At 104 minutes, this might go on too 
long for some; however, I found myself wanting 
more.
 (A)Sexual (SW): Everyone talks about sex but 
asexuals don’t do anything about it. They’re not 
discriminated against—just ignored, if not dis-
believed. Angela Tucker’s documentary lets such 
asex symbols as David Jay, Swank Ivy and ce-
lebs Morrissey and Janeane Garafolo talk about 
their lack of sexual attraction (to either gen-
der). Slightly overlong, the film raises all the 
questions you might have about asexuality and 
answers most of them.

Monday, nov. 7
 vito (RKJ): The career and life of the late 
AIDS activist Vito Russo—whose passion for fer-
reting out the queer in movies led to the publi-
cation of his seminal classic, The Celluloid Clos-
et—is examined in this documentary portrait by 
Jeffrey Schwarz (Wrangler: Anatomy of an Icon). 
Russo’s book, which has never been out of print 
since its 1981 publication (and subsequent re-
vised version in 1986) remains a starting point 
for anyone wishing to discover the study the im-
pact of gays in the movies. However, that’s only 
the starting point for a man who co-created the 
activist group ACT UP (along with Larry Kramer) 
and was on the forefront of a lot of other queer-
centric endeavors before his untimely death. The 
Queer Film Society is co-sponsoring the screen-
ing and will conduct a post-screening Q&A with 
Schwarz.
 Judas Kiss (AD): In a movie that blends dra-
ma, a little comedy and what appears to be sci-
ence fiction, Charlie David (of Dante’s Cove and 
several gay-themed films) portrays Zach, a judge 
of a student film festival. He meets a student 
while in town and has a one-night stand—but 
said student might be a past version of Zach. 
Then, Zach meets the school custodian, who 
might be a future version of him—and then it 
really gets complicated. Wooden acting and a 
too-complicated plot make this movie a mess, 
albeit an ambitious one.
 Blackmail Boys (SW): While there’s not unan-
imous agreement on the correctness of outing 
public figures who preach and legislate against 
us from their closets, Blackmail Boys takes a big 
step further and says it’s okay to blackmail one 
such hypocrite, as long as the money’s used to 
help a young gay couple get married and com-
plete their education. The casting’s as dubious 
as the morality, but it’s nice to see the boys be-
ing romantic against familiar Chicago landmarks.

Tuesday, nov. 8:
 Into the Lion’s Den (AD): Former Chicagoan 
(and Windy City Times 30 Under 30 honoree) 
Ronnie Kroell follows his skin-baring escapades 
in Playgirl and the film Eating Out: Drama Camp 
with a thriller that centers around three best 
friends who stumble upon a backwoods bar. Un-
fortunately, a screener was not available for re-

view, but a trailer features blood and (implied) 
nudity—so it has my attention.
 Gigola (SW): Laure Charpentier debuts as a 
director and screenwriter with this adaptation 
of her own, nearly 40-year-old novel. While 
she’s done a fine job in some respects the story 
eventually dissolves into incomprehensibility ... 
at least from a man’s perspective. Gigola (Lou 

Doillon) pimps for herself and other women in 
Paris in the early ‘60s, and things are fine until 
she gets involved with a male gangster (Eduardo 
Noriega).

Wed., nov. 9:
 hollywood to Dollywood (RKJ): Taking a 
page from My Date with Drew, gay twin broth-
ers Gary and Larry Lane decide that their movie 
script is just perfect for Dolly Parton, the queen 
of Pigeon Forge, Tenn., herself and after con-
sulting with a raft of celebrity friends—Leslie 
Jordan, Chad Allen, Dustin Lance Black and oth-
ers, the duo head in an RV to Dollywood intend-
ing to place their prized possession in the mani-
cured hands of their idol in person. A lengthy 
and not-always-eventful road trip that takes up 
the middle section of the film somewhat mars 
the winning set-up before the duo arrives at the 
destination.
 Three veils (AD): Three Veils is a film that 
focuses on three Muslim women: Leila, who is 
arranged to be married; Nikki, who acts out her 
promiscuity because of a death in her family; 
and the devout Amira, who deals her own feel-
ings toward women. This is a movie about bat-
tles—against tradition, one’s own demons and 
repression, among other things—and the leads 
effectively convey those conflicts.

hit So hard’s patty Schemel.

www.ticketmaster.com
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2 sparrows
BY MEGhAn STREIT

What would you get if you combined the elegant 
and inventive gastronomy that you find at the 
famed Charlie Trotter’s with the cozy warmth 
of brunch? You’d get a meal at 2 Sparrows, a 
brand-new Lincoln Park brunch spot owned by 
two Trotter’s veterans.
 Gregory Ellis, who used to work in Trotter’s 
kitchen, and his childhood friend Steven Fla-
dung, who logged time in the front of the house 
at Trotter’s, have teamed up and are serving el-
evated comfort food seven days a week.
 Look for breakfast classics with a dash of 
haute cuisine flair. The corned beef hash, for 
example, comes with a couple of homemade 
bangers, flavorful sausages with fresh herbs. 
The belly sandwich is like a gourmet version 
of an Egg McMuffin. Instead of a stale biscuit 
and odd circular ham, you’ll get a juicy slice of 
pork belly tucked inside a warm, doughy biscuit 
and topped with a fresh sunny-side up egg and 
picked onions—definitely my top pick among 
the savory offerings. The quiche is also a reliable 

option. On my visit, it was prepared with leeks, 
mushrooms and Gouda, and cooked in a buttery 
and flaky crust. 
 The elegant plate presentation Ellis probably 
perfected at Trotter’s is in full swing at 2 Spar-
rows, which I think adds a nice touch to a morn-
ing meal. The tater tots, for instance, are over-
sized and served upright on plates in batches of 
four. The mimosas come with a little carafe of 
fresh-squeezed orange juice so you can mix to 
your own taste. If bubbly isn’t your thing, you’ll 
also find plenty of craft cocktails, several wines 
and a handful of local brews. Cocktails are $10 
and up, so they can run your breakfast bill up 
very quickly.
 Sweet menu items are also given the gour-
met treatment. The buttermilk pancakes are 
elevated with Asian pears and fresh whipped 
cream. If you want just a small sweet treat to 
end your savory meal (as I always do at brunch), 
try the maple and bacon doughnut. It’s served 
soft and warm, with a fresh, gooey glaze and 
chunks of candied bacon. Also, check out the 
pop tart. That’s right—that pre-packaged on-
the-go breakfast from your childhood has grown 
up. Ellis’ version is made with delicate layers of 
flaky pastry wrapped around sweet apricots and 

topped with lemon thyme icing. This pop tart is 
not to be missed. There’s also a pop tart with 
foie gras and cherry compote, which I’m sure is 
divine, but I just can’t eat goose liver before 
noon.
 I love that Ellis and Fladung are adding some 
fine dining touches to brunch—and apparently, 
so does everybody else—so be prepared to wait 
an hour or more for a table on weekends. Maybe 
you can’t afford dinner at Trotter’s, but you can 
probably spare an hour (and about $40 for two) 
to have brunch at 2 Sparrows.
 2 Sparrows is located at 553 W. Diversey 
Pkwy.; call 773-234-2320 or visit http://
www.2sparrowschicago.com/. 

Do you need some more Sugar & Spice in your 
life? Follow me on Twitter: @SugarAndSpiceMS 
– for inside scoop and commentary on Chicago’s 
dining scene.

Dining news:
 Girl and the Goat chef and Top Chef winner 
Stephanie Izard debuted her cookbook, Girl in 
the Kitchen, earlier this month. Izard launched 
the cookbook with a celebrity chef-studded par-
ty at Salvage One Oct. 5. 
 Chefs from Chicago restaurants including Lil-
lie’s Q, avec, Chalkboard and GT Fish & Oyster 
were at cooking stations preparing interpreta-
tions of Izard’s recipes for guests to sample. 
 Girl in the Kitchen is packed with recipes for 
gourmet nibbles like grilled lamb-stuffed cala-
mari with shallots and fennel potato soup with 
lobster and blood oranges, as well as simple 
classics like shrimp, corn and green tomato 
salad and four-cheese macaroni with apples and 
bacon. So now, if you can’t get a table at Izard’s 
always-bustling West Loop eatery, you can stage 
your own episode of Top Chef at home by whip-
ping up a few of her award-winning dishes. To 
purchase a copy of Girl in the Kitchen or to learn 
more about Izard’s book tour, visit http://www.
goat-tour.com.

Belly sandwich with tater tots (left) and the 
maple bacon doughnut (above) at 2 Spar-
rows. photos by Meghan Streit
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Cocktails
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Beef ‘n Brandy
Restaurant and Bar

127 S. State Street
In the Theater District

(312) 372-3451 • beefbrandy.net

Ribs • Seafood • Salads • Stir Fry • And More

aMerican
Beef ‘n Brandy
127 S. State St., Chicago
312-372-3451
beefbrandy.net
A Chicago tradition since 1967. 
Serving pizza, burgers, meat loaf, 
homemade Foccacia bread and 
more.
roscoe’s sidewalk cafe
3356 N. Halsted St., Chicago
773-281-3355
roscoes.com
visit our popular outdoor cafe. 
Salads, burgers, wraps, sand-
wiches, drink specials, and Sunday 
Brunch.

hamburger Mary’s
5400 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-784-6969
hamburgermarys.com/chicago
Burgers, salads and sass served up 
in a kitschy atmosphere with an 
on-site brew pub.

asian
Miss asia
434 W. Diversey Pkwy., 
Chicago
773-248-3999
missasiacuisine.com
At Miss Asia we provide fine tradi-
tional Thai cuisine and an elegant 
dining atmosphere.

BaKery
swedish Bakery
5348 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-561-8919
swedishbakery.com
European-style cookies, pastries, 
breads, and tortes. We’ll create a 
cake for any celebration.

FonDUe
geja’s cafe
340 W. Armitage Ave., Chicago
773-281-9101
gejascafe.com
Romantic fondue dining. Live 
classical and flamenco guitar. 
Extensive, moderately priced wine 
list.

iTalian 
Taverna 750
750 W. Cornelia Ave., Chicago
773-348-5172
Bright and fresh Italian small 
plates with an exciting cocktail 
menu. Surprisingly affordable. 

MeDiTerranean
socca
3301 N. Clark St., Chicago
773-248-1155
soccachicago.com
Featured on Food Network. Ital-
ian/French cuisine. Dinner daily 
and weekend brunch. outdoor 
patio.

Mexican
Mundial cocina Mestiza
1640 W. 18th St., Chicago
312-491-9908
mundialcocinamestiza.com
Creative Mexican cuisine in the 
Pilsen neighborhood. Handshaken 
margaritas and affordable wines.

theDISH

To get your business listed in The Dish, contact advertising@windycitymediagroup.com

Dining lisTings

weeKly Dining gUiDe in 
theDISH
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BY STEvEn ChAITMAn

Filmmaker Stephen Cone will kick off the 30th 
Reeling Lesbian and Gay International Film Fes-
tival this weekend with his film The Wise Kids. 
Filmed in Charleston, S.C. with a cast largely 
from Chicago, The Wise Kids will be the first film 
directed by a Chicago-based filmmaker to open 
the festival when it screens at the Music Box 
Thursday, Nov. 3, at 7:30 p.m. 
 This will be Cone’s first experience with Reel-
ing, but he is not new to the Chicago scene. 
The 31-year-old has been living in Chicago since 
2004. Early on he did extensive work writing 
and directing plays for the side project theatre 
company. He has since transitioned primarily to 
film, though he made his Chicago stage-acting 
debut last summer in About Face Theatre’s world 
premiere of Phillip Dawkins’ The Homosexuals.
 The Wise Kids, Cone’s second feature film, fo-
cuses on three high school seniors in a conser-
vative Christian community in Charleston who 

are wrestling with issues of faith and sexuality 
as they prepare to embark on their own lives and 
make their own choices. The film has won eight 
festival awards thus far, including the Grand 
Jury Prize for Best U.S. Dramatic Feature and 
Outstanding Screenwriting at this year’s Outfest.
 Windy City Times: This might be an unfair 
question, but would you describe your film to 
someone as a Christian gay & lesbian film or 
a gay & lesbian Christian film?
 Stephen Cone: I would probably just call it a 
coming-of-age drama. I think Variety called it 
a gay Christian film. That’s kind of provocative 
and interesting, but it’s not something that I 
would ever ascribe a label to for any film really. 
But, to me, it’s really about the kids. It’s inter-
esting too because when we won (at Outfest); 
what they said when they gave us the award was 
they called it “a coming-of-age and a coming-
of-middle-age film.” 
 Yeah, there’s the three kids but it’s really five 
kids, too, because you’ve got the 29/30-year-
old characters Austin and Elizabeth, who may be 
still on this side of being able to make perma-
nent changes, so that was interesting.
 WCT: Was there a reason you made this film 
particularly more personal, in terms of actu-
ally filming in South Carolina?

 SC: It interested me. I think it’s the most im-
portant part of life—when you decide what you 
believe, as opposed to what was engrained in 
your family, and that seemed like an intriguing 
thing. And also, there’s not a lot of rich three-
dimensional portraits of conservative Christians 
so I wanted to make something human about 
Christians and to make a movie primarily about 
human beings and not primarily about religious 
people. 
 It’s semi-autobiographical for sure, but only 
in the sense that maybe half of it I experienced 
directly and the other half is observation, won-
dering why that man is not married, you know, 
curiosity about people’s private lives. I never 
had an encounter with a youth minister, but I’m 
familiar with those tensions.
 

 WCT: There’s a moment with your character, 
Austin, toward the end of the film when he 
just can’t get out what he needs to say and it 
just kills you, the frustration of waiting. have 
you gotten that kind of a reaction at all?
 SC: As for the pace of the film, the tone of the 
film, the feel of the film, I’ve mostly heard about 
it in a relatively positive way. The only criticism 
that’s been voiced to me—in a Q&A, actually, 
and I knew this would be a thing—is the fact 
that Tim’s (the openly gay teenage character) 
life is so easy. But I made a decision not to do a 
portrait of bullying, to actually come at it from 
the angle of social progress. 
 There’s a lot of really terrible bullying and tor-
ment in gay adolescence. On the other hand, 
more kids are out than ever; it’s more acceptable 
than ever and that’s just the angle I decided 
to take. But I know there are some older men 
wondering about why it seemed so rosy for him, 
even though he does get some small but sharp 
opposition from his brother. 
 There are three gay men in the movie: there’s 
the teenage boy, the thirtysomething minister 
and there’s this older, lonely man, and that was 
sort of a partially conscious attempt there to 
talk about how we’ve progressed. They come 
from three different points in social history.
 

 WCT: In screening the film for LGBT audi-
ences, compared to Southern audiences, what 
have been the differences in the reactions?
 SC: There are potentially mixed blessings be-
ing branded a “gay film.” Somewhere along the 
way you realize the audience you made (the 
film) for doesn’t go to gay film festivals, and 
so gay audiences are very moved by it and need 
to see it and will continue to see it, but on the 
other hand there’s a group of sort of average 
heterosexual, Southern Christian people who 
have an infinite amount to respond to in this 
movie and engage with, so I’ve had to actively 
seek out two different paths (for screening the 
film). 
 WCT: You are working on a new film, cor-
rect?
 SC: I’d like to shoot a movie in February called 
Black Box that is set in the world of college the-
atre, a group of undergrads putting on an ad-
aptation of an ‘80s horror novel, so it will be 
spirits and sexuality. … I’m kind of thinking of 
The Breakfast Club in terms of a group of young 
people in an enclosed space. We’ll cast it out of 
Chicago and shoot in Chicago. 
 For more on The Wise Kids, visit Facebook 
or http://www.reelingfilmfestival.org. 

MOVIES: REELING

Director Stephen Cone 
on the gay Christian 
film ‘The Wise Kids’

Stephen Cone.
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ADVERTISE HERE
ADvERTISE hERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online 
section for free. To place an ad, contact Terri at 773-
871-7610 ex 101, terri@windycitymediagroup.com, 
or go to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.
com.

ASTROLOGY
unDERSTAnD YouRSELF, YouR MoTIvATIonS, YouR 
FEELInGS. Recognize your talents, strengths, success-
es. Overcome difficulties and confusion. Astrology can 
help pull it all together. Relationships. Career. Plan the 
future. Serious astrology for serious seekers. private, 
personal consultations. www.astrologicaldetails.com 
Lin Ewing 847.609.0034 (1/7/12-52)

COuNSELING
Counseling and Clinical hypnotherapy: Providing help 
to individuals and couples in our community since 1987.  
I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual issues, 
childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns that inhibit 
potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, pC, 773.878.5809, 
www.starlasholl.com (3/7/12-26)

ThE JunIpER CEnTER/CEnTER FoR RELATIonShIp 
hEALTh. Life gets complicated. You have have tried 
all that you know to solve a problem or repair a 
relationship. When you are not sure what’s next, we 
are here to help. LGBTQ individuals, couples & families. 
juipercenterchicago.com 847-759-9110 (1/18/12-13)

HEADACHE RELIEF
hEADAChE CEnTER.  Since 1986, Lawrence Robbins,M.D. 
has been one of the leading headache specialists in 
the U.S.. Dr. Robbins and Brooke Bassett, NP-C, use a 
variety of medication and cutting-edge, non-medica-
tion approaches. Convenient to 94 (in northbrook), 
847 480-9399, or visit www.headachedrugs.com 
(12/14/11-13)

HELP WANTED
EXpERIEnCED KITChEn & BATh DESIGnER WAnTED.  
Join our easy-going, professional team. Nothing 
comparable in Chicago. We offer full luxury design 
services at outlet prices in our beautiful showroom. 
Seeking an outgoing, friendly, intelligent, eye-on-the-
prize cabinet & tile closer. We treat all of our employees 
like family. If you’re not happy in your current 
position, email your cover letter & resumé to alan@
designerstoneoutlet.com 

LuXE hoME MERChAnDISE MART ShoWRooM: High 
End stone and wood sales. Mart/Design experience 
preferred. Use your winning smile and imagination to 
close the deal! Immediate opening with great earnings 
potential and benefits in the future. Email cover letter 
and resumé to info@maestromosaics.com

CuSToM FRAMER WAnTED for busy northside store. Call 
Jay at 773-784-3962.

MuSICIAnS, ALTo WAnTED. Nine musicians, alto 
needed for world premiere of English translation of play 
“Thamos, King of Egypt”, music by Mozart. Violins I,II, 
viola, cello, oboe, bassoon,horn, trumpet, trombone, 
alto. Three rehearsals, two performances, october 
26 and 27, 2012, Edgewater historical Society, 
contact Morry Matson,773-505-5567 or visit www.
morrymatsonproductions.com. paid gig. (11/2/11-1)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BAThRooM REMoDELInG, hoME REpAIRS, pAInTInG 
& MoRE. Licensed-Bonded-Insured. One year warranty. 
Price by the job - not the hour. FREE estimates! Check 
us out on Angie’s List. Andy onCall, 773-244-9961. 
www.getandy.com (8/1/12-52)

FLooR & WInDoW CovERInGS FoR ALL BuDGETS. 
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Vinyl, and 
Window Coverings.Specializing in Helping with Material 
Selections for your Budget. Professionally Installed. Na-
tionwide Floor & Window Coverings, We Bring the Show-
room to You! Call or email for a free consultation and 
estimate. 773-935-8700, email cjones@nfwchicago.
com www.nfwchicago.com (11/2/11–13) 

LEGAL SERVICES
nEED LEGAL hELp? Pride Law, Andersonville’s legal aid 
clinic for the LGBT community can help. Clinic hours 
every Wednesday, 5-8:00 p.m. by appointment only. Call 
1-866-703-5509 or send us an email at pridelsaw@
tsamislaw.com.

MASSAGE
FIRST-CLASS ASIAn MALE MASSEuR. London-trained 
and qualified. Over 25 years of worldwide experience 
and 100% attuned to your needs. Satisfaction assured. 
please call Dennis at 773-248-9407 (11/30/11-13)

MOVERS
WE ARE An EXpERT, FuLL-SERvICE MovInG CoMpAnY 
with over a decade of excellence serving our com-
munity. We pride ourselves in offering top-quality, 
efficient, low-cost, damage-free moves. Small to large 
trucks, fully equipped with modern tools, supplies 
of the trade. Rates for guaranteed professional staff: 
2-man crew $65/hr.; 3-man crew $85/hr.; 4-man crew 
$105/hr. (plus low, one-time travel charge.)

  Call 773-777-1110 or www.chicagocrescentmovers.
com. (9/21/11-26)

TRAVEL
ARIZonA GAY CAMpInG, Sun lovers, Snow Birds, a 
private, gay camping paradise on a ranch in sunny 
southern Arizona. Bar, pool, spa and clothing op-
tional corral, a gay playground 365 days a year. www.
azgayfun.com Phone 520 979-6650 (12/14/11-13)

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE - HOMES
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.CoM Free Instant Access to 
Chicago’s Top Gay REALTORS® on-line at www.GayRe-
alEstate.com or Toll Free 1.888.420.MovE (6683) 
(4/25/12–52)

FOR SALE - OUT OF TOWN
In ThE TREES, vILLAGE MIChIAnA, MI. Noted Chicago 
architect, timeless design, everything super quality, 
master suite, multiple decks, private 3/4 ac site, 3 
short blocks to beach, total 3 bdrm 3 baths,  $739,000. 
Sheila Carlson. selling homes inc 219.874.1180, 
219.861.3702 cell, sellinghomesinc@sbcglobal.net 
(11/16/11–4)

FOR SALE - TIME SHARE
SpECIAL SELLInG, TIME ShARE, First week in January.  
“Silver Seas Resort across the street from St. Sebastian 
(Gay) Beach”, in Ft. Lauderdale.  Member of RCI, this 
week is known as a “10” which is the best week for 
trading.  one bedroom, sleeps 4 - 6. Make an offer. 
Call Jan at 773-251-7363 (11/23/11-4)
   
FOR RENT - ONE BEDROOMS
EDGEWATER CoMMuTER ADvAnTAGE You’d be happy to 
come home to.Walk to beach, bus, redline and shops. 
Big kitchen with pantry and diningroom. $875 with 
heat. Plus laundry, patio, new intercom and super 
closets. It’s your move...773-706-6065. (11/2/11-2)

FOR RENT - TWO BEDROOM
EDGEWATER CoMMuTER ADvAnTAGE You’d be happy to 
come home to. Walk to beach, bus, redline and shops. 
Big kitchen with new refrigerator, pantry and dining 
room.$1200 with heat. Plus laundry, patio, new sink 
and intercom. Call 773-706-6065. (11/2/11-2)

1200SF, 4 BRM, 1-1/2 BATh In ALBAnY pARK. Newly 
decorated, tile kitchen, new self-cleaning oven, use of 
W/D, heat included. Garage available. Available nov. 1.  
$1100.  Call 708.574.8997 (11/2/11–4)

REAL ESTATE

1.888.420.MOVE (6683)
Toll Free: 

www.GayRealEstate.com
Choose Your Perfect Agent Online:

SOLD

Instant Access
to Chicago and

the Nation’s
Top Gay &

Lesbian Realtors.

FREE!

Images from the 31st Annual northalsted halloween parade, october 31 in Boystown. 
photos by Dave ouano

Boystown tricks and treats

www.gayrealestate.com
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For rates and availability contact:

Marcy Baim
312-907-7909
events@prairieavenuegallery.com
www.prairieavenuegallery.com

RENT THE
HISTORIC

KEITH
HOUSE

for your

-CIVIL UNION
-WEDDING
-OR OTHER EVENTS

Capacity:
25-150 people

DaveOuanoPhotography.com
Events   •   Fashion   •   Fitness

ModelMayhem.com/DaveOuano
Facebook: Dave Ouano Photography

daveouano@me.com

For more information or to list your business, please contact us at
customerservice@qponchicago.com
773-562-3311 or 773-387-2394

In marketing 
partnership with 

As featured in 
BoysTownBlog, NBC’s the Inc.well, Red Eye,

Chicago Talks, Passport Magazine, 
BroadwayWorld.com, Chicago Pride.com

The “daily deal” site with our roots, vision and focus 
linked to the LGBT community

Proud QponChicago Partners:

Radiant Smiles For You
Dr. Rita Sabaitis
773-334 3882

5555 N. Sheridan Rd. #1
www.RadiantSmilesForYou.com

Hell in a Handbag Productions 
   312-409-4357

Athenaeum Theater, Studio 3, 
2936 N. Southport Ave.

www.handbagproductions.org

Paramount Theatre
630-896-6666

23 E. Galena Blvd., Aurora, IL
www.ParamountAurora.com

Music Box Theatre
773-871-6604

3733 N. Southport Ave.
www.musicboxtheatre.com

William Strauss Chocolate Company
312-546-3679

www.strausstruffles.com

www.QponChicago.com

THIS WEEK’S DEALS

Carbon Hair Salon
773-975-4247

3009 N. Halsted St.
www.carbonhair.com

BOOK REVIEW

The Inverted Gaze
by Francois Cusset, translated by 
David Homel
$17.95; Arsenal Pulp Press; 142 
pages

REvIEW BY SALLY pARSonS

“We need to experience the poem the way we 
would a quickie, a short story like a one-night 
stand, a novel like a serious affair….” Such is, 
according to Francois Cusset in The Inverted 
Gaze, the American queer critic position vis à 
vis reading literature. QCs demand, Cusset says, 
the “… complete sexualization of the act of 
reading.”
 Who are the QCs? Practitioners of queer theo-
ry, which began in the early 1990s and consists 
both of literary criticism and a philosophical in-
quiry of the very nature of “queerness.” 
 Cusset explores the sex and gender debates 

expressed by American QCs as they see sexual 
references reflected in French literature (with 
a brief nod to British and American literature) 
from medieval times on up to Genet.
 The book provides something for every read-
er—well, maybe not those with little patience 
for long, complicated sentences using academic 
vocabulary—but certainly for those with either 
a lustful drive, a love of the French classics, cu-
riosity about queer critics, or some combination 
of the above.
 As an example of texts examined from the QC 
perspective, Cusset discusses how QCs spend 
much time picking apart Diderot’s The Nun, the 
18th-century work where, to the conservative 
reader, the book’s theme is that human rights 
and freedoms are taken away from those in-
volved with the church. QCs, however, look fur-
ther. What does knowing, or not knowing, mean 
in sexual matters? (The Nun opens on a scene 

where the mother superior lifts her skirts and 
demands attention from Suzanne, the naïve new 
recruit.)
 A modern example, illustrating the extent to 
which the unspeakable has been stretched: Cus-
set looks at a passage from Genet’s Our Lady of 
the Flowers, in which Genet “queer[s] even his 
own flatulence.” 
 Other subjects covered include (but are not 
limited to) onanism, deferred or unfinished or-
gasm, and deficient organs.
 As you see, not a book for the weak-willed. 
The Inverted Gaze is, if nothing else, a guide 
to the more sexually daring exploration of the 
human condition as it unfolds in French litera-
ture through the ages. For my taste, it suffered 
from a lack of more passages from the French 
canon to illustrate what he was talking about. 
Aside from the pleasures that might bring, more 
excerpts would also make his points easier to 
understand academically phrased as they are.
 As for the title of this tome, it could be said 
variously to refer to Cusset’s examination of the 
French classics so loved by American queer crit-
ics—and to his critique of the QCs themselves, 
to the eye of the characters in some of these 
works, or to the eye of the QC. Take 
your pick.
 The footnotes in The Inverted 
Gaze reference queer critic articles 
about the subtexts of these works, 
helpful to those readers so inclined 
to pursue the topics raised.
 Cusset is professor of American 
Studies at the University of Paris and 
a noted intellectual historian and 
frequent lecturer on North American 
campuses. He also authored the crit-
ically acclaimed French Theory, an 
account of the past four decades of 
intellectual and political life in the 
U.S. The Inverted Gaze is a transla-
tion from his Queer Critics.

Author Francois Cusset.

CGMC’s ‘Holly Follies’ at 
four venues Dec. 2-11
 The Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus’ (CGMC’s) “Holly 
Follies” will take place Dec. 2-11 at four venues.
 CGMC will perform Friday, Dec. 2, at 8 p.m. 
at Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport Ave.; 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Ath-
enaeum; Sunday, Dec. 4, at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
at Mayslake Peabody Estate, 1717 W 31st St., 
Oak Brook; Saturday, Dec. 10, at 8 p.m. at Rock-
efeller Memorial Chapel, 5850 S. Woodlawn Ave.; 
and Sunday, Dec. 11, at 3 p.m. at First Congre-
gational Church of Evanston UCC, 1445 Hinman, 
Evanston.
 The shows will feature a variety of songs, in-
cluding Aretha Franklin’s “Kissing by the Mistle-
toe;” “The Christmas Samba;” and two new Ha-
nukkah pieces.
 For tickets or more information, visit http://
www.cgmc.org or call 773-296-0541.

www.midlaneresort.com
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Wed., Nov. 2
“All You Can Shove” Tonight is “All You Can 

Shove” pizza at Boystown favorite, Pie 
Hole Pizza Joint. That’s unlimited slices 
and fountain drinks for only $8.99! 5pm, 
Pie Hole Pizza Joint, 3477 N Broadway, 
Boystown, http://www.pieholepizzajoint.
com/index.html

Gay Liberation network organizing Meet-
ing Monthly organizing meeting of Chica-
go’s direct-action LGBTQ group, focusing 
on how the activity of people in our com-
munity, not the politicians, is what brings 
about change. 7pm-9pm, 773-209-1187, 
Berger Park Fieldhouse, 6205 N. Sheridan 
Road, http://www.gayliberation.net

Laurie Anderson: o Superwoman Ander-
son reflects on an extraordinary career in 
a conversation with Steppenwolf artistic 
director Martha Lavey. 7:30pm-8:30pm, 
Francis W. Parker School, 2233 N. Clark St., 
http://www.chicagohumanities.org

An Evening of Comedy Hosted by author 
and comedian Debbie Sue Goodman, with 
Tony Talley, Mike Lebovitz and Sapna Ku-
mar. No cover, drink specials. 8pm-11pm, 
Parlour on Clark, 6341 N. Clark St., http://
www.parlouronclark.com

You’re The Star Karaoke with honey West 
Take your place in the spotlight as host-
ess, Honey West entertains throughout! 
An evening and a diva not to be missed! 
9pm, Roscoe’s, 3356 N. Halsted St., 
http://www.roscoes.com

Thursday, Nov. 3
Cocktails by Design DIFFA, Design Indus-

tries Foundation Fighting AIDS, raises 
funds through breathtaking three-dimen-
sional dining installations and distributes 

funds to Chicago area HIV/AIDS service 
agencies. Individual Ticket, $100. 5:30pm, 
Merchandise Mart, 8th Floor, http://www.
diffachicago.org

Giving Thanks Celebration You are cordial-
ly invited to EdgeAlliance’s Inaugural Giv-
ing Thanks Celebration at Texas de Brazil. 
Enjoy music, a silent auction, scrumptious 
hors d’oeuvres and refreshing cocktails 
all in the spirit of giving back and giv-
ing thanks! 6pm-8pm, Texas de Brazil, 51 
E. Ohio St., http://www.edgealliance.com

LGBTQ host home Community @ uCAn 
Celebration Free multi-generational wine 
& cheese benefit to celebrate matching 11 
youth and adult host volunteers, marching 
in solidarity with organizations towards 
more inclusive immigration laws, street 
based youth rights, disability rights, tes-
tifying before HUD around discrimination 
LGBT folks experience in housing pro-
grams and more. 6pm-8:30pm, 312-738-
5966, 401 S. Michigan Ave., http://www.
ucanchicago.org

Windy City Queer: LGBTQ Dispatches from 

the Third Coast The authors launch their 
book in Chicago, an anthology of queer 
Chicago showcases its thriving urban arts 
community, which boasts a unique his-
tory, legacy, and sensibility deeply rooted 
in the urban Midwest. 7pm, Women & Chil-
dren First, 5233 N. Clark St., http://www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com

Reeling opening night: The Wise Kids 
Winner of the Outfest Jury Award for Best 
US Dramatic Feature and Best Screenwrit-
ing, in addition to the Newfest Audience 
Award for Best Narrative Feature, this film 
takes repression, denial, confliction and 
discovery to a thought-provoking new 
level. (Reeling runs through Nov. 12.) 
7:30pm-10pm, 773-293-1447, Music Box 
Theatre, 3733 N Southport, Music Box 
Theater, http://www.reelingfilmfestival.
org

Friday, Nov. 4
3rd Annual Chicago house Speaker Series 

Luncheon: Whoopi! The award-winning 
actress and co-host of ABC’s The View will 
serve as keynote speaker alongside Chi-
cago House CEO Stan Sloan. Three-course 
lunch in the Grand Ballroom led by Ron 
Huberman, Todd Hamilton and Judy Rice, 
VIP reception, emceed by ABC 7’s Cheryl 
Burton, Q&A with Goldberg. 11am-2pm, 
773-248-5200,ext.303, Hilton Palmer 
House, 17 E. Monroe St., http://www.chi-
cagohouse.org

First Friday networking Social Join Equal-
ity Illinois PAC for the super-popular 
monthly First Friday Networking Social. 
For a $10 donation to the Equality Illinois 
PAC, you receive two drink tickets and a 
ticket for a door prize drawing. 6pm-8pm, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted St, http://eqil.
org/events.html

The Girl With The Drag Queen Tattoo The 
Girl with the Drag Queen Tattoo is a new 
gay comedy that hits the ground running, 
exploring the extremes of modern queer 
life in the age of Michele Bachmann, civil 
unions and Lady Gaga. From workplace 
harassment to transgender politics, The 
Girl with the Drag Queen Tattoo has it all. 
Gorilla Tango Theatre 1919 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. 6pm-7pm, 773-598-4549, Gorilla 
Tango Theatre 1919 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
http://www.gorillatango.com

Codependent Lesbian Space Alien Seeks 
Same Danger! The ozone layer of planet 
Zots is disappearing due to an overabun-
dance of emotion! What can a lesbian 
space alien do to save her world? Soup up 
your cardboard spaceship and put on your 
tinfoil hat for this hilarious Sundance hit. 
7pm-9pm, Landmark Century Centre Cin-
ema, 2828 N Clark St., http://www.reel-
ingfilmfestival.org

Chicago Freedom School Benefit Moments 
of Justice, An Evening with Dolores Huer-
ta, legendary movement builder, activist, 
leader and educator, who co-founded the 
United Farm Workers with Cesar Chavez 
in 1962. 7pm-10pm, National Museum 
of Mexican Art, 1852 W 19th St., http://
www.chicagofreedomschool.org

Mangus! Just like his father and his father’s 
father before him, all Mangus Spedgwick 
has ever wanted is to play Jesus Christ 
in his high school’s production of “Je-
sus Christ Spectacular.” Starring Jennifer 
Coolidge, Leslie Jordan, Heather Mata-
razzo. 7:15pm-9:15pm, Landmark Century 
Centre Cinema, 2828 N Clark St., http://
www.reelingfilmfestival.org

Saturday, Nov. 5 
DIFFA: Table hop and Taste Sip wines 

paired with tastes from Chicago’s top res-
taurants and gourmet food purveyors as 
you veiw the amazing installations. $30 
online, $40 at door. DIFFA, Design In-
dustries Foundation Fighting AIDS, raises 
funds for Chicago area HIV/AIDS service 
agencies. 11am-3pm, 312-664-6412, Vari-
ous locations, http://www.diffachicago.
org

DIFFA Gala cocktail reception and auction 
Design Industries Foundation Fighting 
AIDS, raises funds through breathtaking 
three-dimensional dining installations 
and distributes funds to Chicago area 
HIV/AIDS service agencies. Seats at the 
student designed tables, $500. 10pm, 
Merchandise Mart, 8th Floor, Chicago, 
http://www.diffachicago.org

Graphic novel Class with nicole holland-
er Lillstreet Art Center is offering a new 
Graphic Novel Class with renowned car-
toonist Nicole Hollander. 1pm-5pm, 773-
769-4226, Lillstreet Art Center 4401 N. 
Ravenswood Ave., http://lillstreet.com/
class/6814

EQIL Fall Women’s Social Join Equality Illi-
nois for an afternoon of socializing, cock-
tails, light bites, and great giveaways! 
Honoring the Hon. Kelly Cassidy, Hon. Deb 
Mell, and Hon. Debra Shore; 4pm-7pm, 
773-477-7173, Flourish Studios, 3020 N 
Lincoln, http://www.eqil.org

Songs of Rodgers & hammerstein Intimate 
evening full of Rodgers & Hammersteins’ 
greatest musical hits sung by Chicago’s 
top cabaret artists with Kevin Moore Pres-
ents Score by Score: The Songs of Rodg-
ers & Hammerstein. 8pm, 630-584-6342, 
Pheasant Run Resort, 4051 E. Main St., St. 
Charles, http://www.ticketmaster.com

Sunday, Nov. 6
Rainbow Brunch north Shore Rainbow 

Brunch is a way for LGBT men and women 
in the suburbs to meet new friends and 
socialize in a low-key, friendly environ-
ment. 10am-12pm, Old Country Buffet, 
8780 W. Dempster, Niles

Reeling documentary centerpiece: We 
Were here We Were Here revisits the epi-
demic and how it affected the city of San 
Francisco in the early 1980s. 3pm-5pm, 
Landmark Century Centre Cinema, 2828 N 
Clark, http://www.reelingfilmfestival.org

Gregory Maguire The author of Wicked 
reads, discusses and signs Out of Oz: 
The Final Volume in the Wicked Years. 
5pm, Unabridged Books, 3251 N. Broad-
way, http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=264104513628429

Kink Crusaders Hike up your chaps and 
fasten your butt-straps, you’re in for a 
wild night with the International Men of 
Leather. After party follows at Touche’; 
9:15pm-11:15pm, Landmark Century Cen-
tre Cinema, 2828 N Clark, http://www.
reelingfilmfestival.org

Monday, Nov. 7
Reeling documentary centerpiece: vito 

Best known for The Celluloid Closet, his 
landmark book that critiqued the portrayal 
of lesbians and gays in Hollywood cinema, 
Vito Russo was not only a cinephile, but 

also an activist, right up until his death 
from AIDS in 1990. 7pm-9pm, Landmark 
Century Centre Cinema, 2828 N Clark, 
http://www.reelingfilmfestival.org

Miss heart of America Continental plus 
& Elite Stella Productions presents this 
popular Continental prelim with special 
guests Miss Continental Plus 2011 Chelsea 
Pearl, Miss Continental Elite 2011 Daesha 
Richards, Chy’enne Valentino and Chanel 
Exotique. Doors open at 8, pageants start 
at 9. 8pm, Baton Show Lounge, 436 N. 
Clark St., http://www.stellaproductions2.
com

Tuesday, Nov. 8 
i2i november Social Dinner i2i-Invisible to 

Invincible, Asian & Pacific Islander Pride of 
Chicago is having a social the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month. Please RSVP at rvilor2@
gmail.com; 6pm-8pm, 630.781.4439, 
Grand Lux Cafe, 600 N. Michigan at On-
tario, http://www.chicagoi2i.org/

pow Wow Tuesdays Bring your poetry every 
Tuesday. $5 cover, food at 7:30pm, open 
mic at 8:30pm. 7:30pm, Jeffery Pub, 7041 
S Jeffery Blvd

Wed., Nov. 9 
pre-holiday Wine Tasting benefiting 

Equality Illinois Join Sidetrack for their 
2011 Fall/Pre-Holiday Wine Tasting ben-
efitting Equality Illinois PAC. Sample and 
buy over 99 wines from around the world. 
$20; 6pm-9pm, Sidetrack, 3349 N Halsted 
St, http://www.equalityillinois.org 

Chicago Gay and Lesbian hall of Fame 
Since 1991 honoring those who have 
made a contribution with far-reaching ef-
fects on the quality of life for Chicago’s 
lesbian and gay community or the city of 
Chicago; 6pm, Chicago History Museum, 
1601 N. Clark St., http://www.glhallof-
fame.org

Antigone Rising honors Christina San-
tiago Antigone Rising, the all female 
country/rock band, celebrates the life of 
Christina Santiago, who lost her life when 
the stage collapsed at the Indiana State 
Fair. 7:30pm, Martyrs, 3855 N Lincoln 
Ave., http://www.martyrslive.com 

Indigo Girls Tickets $55, $90, $119. Pur-
chase online. 7:30pm, Vic Theatre, 3145 N 
Sheffield, http://www.jamusa.com 

hershey Felder Returns Award-winning ac-
tor and musician Hershey Felder returns to 
Chicago with Maestro: The Art Of Leonard 
Bernstein. Previews on Nov. 1 with press 
and will play through Dec. 30. Tickets are 
$55 (available online and at the theatre 
box office). 8pm-11pm, 312-988-9000, 
Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. Halsted St., 
http://www.theroyalgeorgetheatre.com

TALK A ‘VIEW’ STREAK

oscar-winning actress and 
The view moderator Whoopi 
Goldberg will be the keynote 
speaker at Chicago house’s 
3rd Annual Speaker Series 
luncheon at the palmer house 
hilton, 17 E. Monroe.

Photo from CromCo pix

Friday, Nov. 4

Get

online

: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
Chicagopride.com

THAT’S HALL, FOLKS

The Gay and Lesbian hall 
of Fame will take place 
at the Chicago history 
Museum, 1601 n. Clark.

Photo of Dick Uyvari (left) and 
former Mayor Richard Daley in 
2009 by Hal Baim

Wed., Nov. 9
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THAT TOUCH OF ‘KINK’
Sunday, Nov. 6
Kink Crusaders, which is about Chicago’s International 
Mr. Leather gathering, is part of the Reeling Film 
Festival.

Photo from Dorjan Williams



“I think it’s so funny that people think I’m per-
fect for this because I’m going to be horrendous. 
I’m gonna be the worst host that’s ever hosted 
the show.”—Eddie Murphy talks about hosting 
the upcoming Academy Awards. At least he’s 
set my expectations pretty low, which may be a 
pretty smart move.
 Last week, I attended a panel discussion 
about television specials sponsored by the Di-
rectors Guild of America. At one point, the pan-
elists talked about things they saw that inspired 
them to get into this business we call show. I 
swear to God, one of the panelists said, “I really 
loved the work done on that first Liza and Golda 
special.” I turned incredulously to my compan-
ions and in a loud voice said, “WHAT? Did Liza 
do a special with Golda Meir?”—at which point 
I proceeded to kick up one leg with an exten-
sion that, frankly, would have made Cyd Charisse 
jealous. Really? Golda Meir? Singing and danc-
ing with Liza? That certainly would have been 
the very definition of “special.” Admittedly, I’m 
sure she wasn’t in many skits—there are only 
so many times you can do a Jimmy Durante im-
pression! Obviously, I know the panelist meant 
Goldie—as in Hawn. But I got far more pleasure 
out of picturing the mother of Israel in a Bob 
Mackie outfit lurching through Bob Fosse chore-
ography.
 Speaking of real specials, I was delighted to 
participate in the 21st annual “Divas Simply 

Singing.” Sheryl Lee Ralph started this AIDS 
benefit as a tribute to the many friends she lost 
to the disease during her years on Broadway. 
So it was fitting that this year, the 30th anni-
versary of Dreamgirls on Broadway, she reunited 
with Loretta Devine and Jennifer Holliday to not 
only briefly perform together but also reminisce 
about that experience and unveil an AIDS quilt 
made to remember those cast members no lon-
ger with us.
 Of course, I was on hand to ably assist the 
glorious Jenifer Lewis—who can somehow take 
a four-minute song and turn it into a 20-minute 
one-woman show! If it were up to the audience, 
we’d still be onstage. But eventually Loretta was 
sent out to physically drag us off the stage! The 
whole show was filled with highlights—from 
Bonnie Pointer bringing us back to the disco to 
LaShaun Pace bringing us back to church. Shan-
ice Wilson paid tribute to Vesta Williams while 
Teena Marie was remembered by her daughter. 
Along the way, people like Amber Riley, Kelly 
Price, Frenchie Davis and the duo of Faith Evans 
and Shirley Murdock tore the roof of the Wilshire 
Ebell. Thousands of dollars were raised—and 
you can still donate by going to TheDivaFounda-
tion.org. To view some footage from the show 
(including my performance), head on over to 
BillyMasters.com.
 Often divas are embarrassed by their family 
members. This week, we all heard that 55-year-
old Anthony Ciccone, brother of Madonna, is 
living under a bridge in Michigan. He says his 
family members have turned their backs on him, 
his father fired him from working in the fam-
ily winery and he’s suffering from frostbite. He 
was quick to add, “I’m not looking to get a free 
hand-out because of my sister. I’m not looking 

for any publicity” in between posing for pho-
tos from his under-bridge pied-à-terre. He says 
he collects bottles and cans on the street so, 
please, if you’re in Traverse City, Mich., throw 
your Dr. Pepper cans by the Union Street Bridge. 
Anthony thanks you.
 Of course, we all know that Chaz Bono’s time 
on Dancing With The Stars has come to an end. 
Frankly, it’s a blessing. I’m not sure how many 
more weeks Chaz could maintain the punishing 
schedule. Does this end Bono’s performing as-
pirations? Not at all. When asked about what’s 
next, Bono said, “If Broadway comes knocking, 
please. I’d be very happy to do anything.” It’s 
never too soon to start planning a Hairspray re-
vival...
 Now we come to the portion of the column 
where I try to enrich all of your lives. As we all 
know, I am the closest thing the gay community 
has to Oprah—and let’s pause for a moment to 
reflect on how tragic that is. The book I want 
to share with you is titled Self-Empowerment: 
Have the Life You Want!—and yes, my dears, the 
exclamation point is in the title, so you know 
that author Ken Howard knows what he’s saying! 
Halfway through, do you know what I discov-
ered? I’m not nearly as happy as I thought. Well, 
that’s depressing—but by the end, I was happy 
again! How, pray tell, did this metamorphosis 
occur? Well, I hate to give away the ending ... 
but it’s a doozy! So I’m recommending this self-
help book. After all, it even helped moi—some-
one who thought his self didn’t need any help at 
all!
 I just read a headline which gave me pause—
“Former Real World cast member sues MTV af-
ter being allegedly raped with a toothbrush.” 
My mind immediately went back to when Dan 
Renzi from The Real World: Miami last stayed 
at my Fort Lauderdale abode. Upon my return, 
the place was in disarray, several suspicious 
toothbrushes were strewn about and there were 
a number of questionable stains that couldn’t be 
identified without enlisting the aid of that blue 
light from CSI. You don’t think ... no, it couldn’t 
be...
 Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Cary in 
Dallas: “I am totally in love with Chris Zylka, who 
is on The Secret Circle. What do you know about 
him?”
 I’m almost ashamed to admit it, but I had no 
idea what The Secret Circle was. Then I realized 
why—it’s a series on The CW, a network I’ve boy-
cotted ever since the cancellation of Reba. That 
being said, I thankfully DO know who Chris Zylka 
is. The super-hot 26-year-old has done quite a 
bit of modeling (with not much clothing) and 
has shown up in a bunch of shows I’ve never 
heard. He’ll also appear as Flash Thompson in 
the upcoming Spider-Man reboot. I also seemed 
to recall that he was in Gregg Araki’s Kaboom, 
playing the roommate of my buddy Thomas 
Dekker. I never saw the film, but I heard there 
was a hot nude scene with the two guys. Now, 
you know, sometimes I need to take a break 
from all my research, kick back with a glass of 
wine, a video and a box of Kleenex. I recommend 
you do the same while heading over to watch 
the footage on BillyMasters.com.
 When my modest little beach house is being 
investigated as a crime scene, it’s definitely time 
to end another column. On the positive side, I’m 
glad they’re dusting for fingerprints—the place 
needed a good going-over. As does my online 
home, www.BillyMasters.com, where you can not 
only read this column but also my more personal 
musings, “Billy’s Boudoir.” If you have a ques-
tion that needs my attention, send it along to 
Billy@BillyMasters.com and I promise to get 
back to you before I send Anthony Ciccone that 
self-help book. So, until next time, remember, 
one man’s filth is another man’s bible.
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STELLA PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

2011 Miss 
Continental Plus 

Chelsea Pearl

2011 Miss 
Continental Elite 
Daesha Richards

Chanel ExotiqueChy’enne Valentino

and
Emcee
Tajma Hall

Monday, November 7, 2011
Door: 8PM   Pageant 9PM
stellaproductions2.com for additional information

BILLY MASTERS

Chris Zylka
in Kaboom.
photo by
Marianne
Williams

SEASON TO GET COZY

sample more than

99wines
from around the world

JOIN US FOR THE PRE-HOLIDAY SEASON

WINE TASTING
PARTY!

®

YOUR $20
CONTRIBUTION
BENEFITS
EQUALITY
ILLINOIS PAC

THIS WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 9
6-9PM

INCLUDING
LITE BITES FROM

/SidetrackBar

Sidetrack
The Video Bar

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

Sidetrack
The Video Bar

3349 N. Halsted
SidetrackChicago.com

BOTTLES & CASES OF WINE WILL ALSO BE

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY & PRIOR SALE
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BY RoSS FoRMAn

Marcia Hill got the official phone call Sept. 12 
from Art Johnston, himself a member of the Chi-
cago Gay & Lesbian Hall of Fame, that she would 
be inducted in November as a member of the 
class of 2011. Fittingly, Sam Molinaro, the first 
president of what is now the Chicago Metropoli-
tan Sports Association (CMSA), was the first to 
email Hill with congratulations.

“I was elated,” Hill said of Johnston’s call. 
“Each day [since that call], it sinks in more and 
more, when more people come up and congratu-
late me, thanking me for a job well done, for 
making gay sports a safe place to play, making 
every person feel welcome no matter their skill 
level.  

“I’ve had the passion, drive and endurance 
to make the world a little better place. Several 
people have thanked me for being a mentor, 
teaching them what to do and for making them 
a better person as well. But most of all, I can 
hear it now in my mother’s voice when we talk 
that she is now very proud of who I am and that 
her daughter has made a difference in so many 
lives.”

Truly, Hill is deserving of her rightful place 
among LGBT icons.

Hill and 10 others, plus four organizations, 
will be inducted Wed., Nov. 9, at the Chicago 
History Museum, 1601 N. Clark. The Chicago 
Gay & Lesbian Hall of Fame is the country’s only 

known government-supported hall of fame that 
honors members of the LGBT community.

“It makes us proud that, even 20 years after 
our first ceremony, there are still important fig-
ures from the past and a constantly growing list 
of current Chicagoans whose accomplishments 
and community contributions merit being hon-
ored by the Hall of Fame,” Israel Wright, associ-
ate director of the Hall of Fame Committee and 
secretary of the Friends of the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, said in a statement. 

“Though municipal budget problems have re-
stricted government financial support for the 
Hall of Fame this year, we are grateful that in-
dividual Chicagoans have stepped forward to as-
sist us, through Friends of the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame, in maintaining a needed 
and historically significant institution,” Gary 
Chichester, a co-chairperson of the committee 
and of the Friends organization, said in a state-
ment.

The Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame was 
established in 1991 under the auspices of the 
LGBT Advisory Council, with support from the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations and 
then-Mayor Richard M. Daley. 

“Growing up, I didn’t know what gay was; it 
wasn’t a term used every day in high school or 
in my family,” said Hill, who grew up on dairy 
farms in Kane County. “My first introduction to 
the world of being gay was my freshman year 
[at Bradley University in Peoria]. I remember my 

roommate getting a phone call every morning at 
6:30 a.m., saying, ‘I love you’ and hanging up.

“About six weeks into the semester, I got 
called into the Residential Advisor Room and 
my roommate was there. Bottom line, she an-
nounced she was gay, and the best solution was 
that I needed to change rooms and I could only 
say, ‘Irreconcilable differences’ as the reason for 
changing rooms. I could not say that she was 
gay, nor was I allowed to discuss anything.”

Hill, who graduated from Kaneland High 
School, left Bradley after three semesters. She 
transferred to Northern Illinois University, where 
she earned her undergraduate degree.

Hill moved to suburban Chicago in the fall of 
1981, and into Chicago in 1984. She now lives 
in the Albany Park neighborhood.

“The world is different today than in the early 
1980s,” Hill said. “We had to be careful of where 
we were and what we did or said; you could not 
talk openly at your job that you played on a 
gay team. Many women were teachers in the 
Catholic school system and some lost their jobs 
when it became known they were gay. Back in 
the 1980s, we had multiple women’s bars to go 
hang out at, and we could walk from one to an-
other and back.

“When I played on the Swan Club volleyball 
team at Brands Park, the other teams in the 
league found out we were a gay team and we 
took many rounds of verbal abuse, but Dolly, 
the owner of the Swan Club, guided us by tell-
ing us to ignore the verbal taunts and just play 
volleyball; [she said to] let our play determine 
the outcome. She sponsored teams in Chicago 
Park District volleyball, basketball and softball 
leagues prior to the formation of women’s teams 
in GAA.” [The Gay Athletic Association (GAA) 
eventually became the CMSA.]

Hill, 53, an accounting manager/HR for Pio-
neer Environment Services in Chicago, is a vital 
link to Chicago’s illustrious gay sports legacy—
past, present and future. She’s been a player, 
coach, league administrator, on-field official 
and more. She’s been a part of almost all sports 
in Chicago, including volleyball, basketball, 
softball and flag football.

“Most [CMSA] members today only recognize 
me as an official or, in the case of flag football, 
as the commissioner; they have no idea this is 
my second term on the main board and I have 
now served the longest of anybody as an elected 
official with CMSA,” said Hill, who has even sur-
passed the 13-year reign of Molinaro. She has, 
at one time or another, been CMSA’s president, 
vice-president, secretary and, now, treasurer. 

“Most people don’t know I was a very good 
athlete whose teams usually finished first or 

second in softball, and my Swan Club volleyball 
team won several MSA league [championships], 
and other leagues as well. I also helped coach 
various softball teams and usually did the line-
up.”

Hill has not yet officially retired as a player. 
She wants to someday play in the Master’s Divi-
sion of the annual Gay Softball World Series, and 
also to compete in the Senior Olympics.

Hill’s countless contributions led Rob Terrano-
va to nominate her for the Hall of Fame, with 
help from Shawn Albritton, Tracy Baim, Kevin 
Boyer and Mike McHale.

“The Hall of Fame means I have made a sig-
nificant long-term contribution to the GLBT 
sporting community and I have made the world 
a better place for the next generation,” Hill said. 
“The world has changed in 28 years and I can 
only dream what the world will be [like] in an-
other 28 years. Maybe we can finally use the 
word Gay Olympics, and not Gay Games. I have 
always worked hard and was taught that, to get 
respect, you have to give respect and treat oth-
ers as you wish to be treated.”

“CMSA is a second family to most people, and 
to a few, we are their family after being kicked 
out of their parent’s house,” Hill said. “We take 
care of one another and we are there for the 
good and bad. It is not unusual for find a bunch 
of CMSA members who celebrate holidays to-
gether because they are unable to go home for 
the holidays. We celebrate the good times and 
console each other in the bad times; we have a 
way of pulling together in difficult times.”

Also, of course, celebrating the joyous memo-
ries. They include the summer of 1988, when Hill 
won the MVP Award in women’s softball for both 
the regular-season and the playoffs. She pitched 
the Big Red’s open division 12-inch softball 
team to the league title.

Hill spoke highly of walking into Soldier Field 
that warm July day in 2006 for the Opening Cer-
emony of the Gay Games. Hill’s Sandlot Saints 
softball team joined her.

She also was the first female official to work 
the Gay Bowl flag football tournament—in 
2005. “Being accepted by all of the players, 
coaches and other officials and end up as one of 
the head referees for the tournament, and then 
being asked to come back the next year in Dal-
las,” was a career highlight, she said.

Hill is now a softball umpire, and she also 
officiates dodgeball, men’s and women’s flag 
football, and she runs the women’s basketball 
league. Plus, for the past two years, she has 
helped the Women Playing Sports Association 
(WPSA) league at Horner Park by officiating 
women’s volleyball and basketball.

She last played softball on Sunday mornings 
with her Sandlot Saints in 2010, after playing 
14-inch softball with the Saints in Evanston 
from 1990-2007. 

“Marcia truly is one of the few people respon-
sible for making CMSA what it is today, one of 
the largest LGBT sports organizations in the 
country,” said CMSA president Shawn Albritton. 
“A word that would describe Marcia is, dedicat-
ed. CMSA means the world to her. 

Countless people have had their lives posi-
tively impacted by playing in one of CMSA’s 
many sports leagues, and Marcia was a big part 
of starting some of these leagues and growing 
them, both women’s and men’s leagues.”

Jack Neilsen, the commission of CMSA’s open 
division softball league, said Hill is a “great as-
set to the gay sporting community.”

“The time, dedication, and passion that Marcia 
has for gay sports, and sports in general, is sec-
ond to none. Watching her mentor younger ath-
letes is truly inspiring. I can’t thank her enough 
for the hard work she and all the others put 
forth to pave the way for what we have today.”

After all, thanks to Hill and other pioneers, 
many CMSA sports are nearing capacity. Al-
though CMSA wants to expand some sports, such 
as softball, there just isn’t the space.

Read the entire profile of Marcia hill online 
at http://www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com, 
and find out what hill feels her biggest con-
tribution to the gay sports scene is.

Marcia Hill:
Sports icon—
and Hall of Famer

Marcia hill. photo by hal Baim
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We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.
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The Law Offices of
Roger V. McCaffrey-Boss & Associates

Q: I want to quit my job and stay home with the kids. What are my rights 
if my civil union partner and I divorce? 

A: Even if your partner has a much higher income than you and you will quit your job and raise 
the kids there is no guarantee you will get one half of everything. 
   First, Illinois is an equitable distribution state which means property is not necessarily
divided equally or even 50/50 – there is no guarantee that either partner will get half. The Court 
considers relevant factors in determining how assets are to be divided, such as length of the union, 
age, health and employability of the spouses, contribution, both financial and non-financial, to 
the acquisition of property, the parties’ respective abilities to generate capital assets in the future 
and other factors. 
   Second, in a divorce action, the spouses only have rights as to martial/civil union property of 
the couple. Marital/civil union property is any property acquired by the parties during their civil 
union except for property which is specifically excluded as non-martial/civil union property. The 
burden is on the party claiming non-civil union property to prove through clear and convincing 
evidence that the property falls under one of the definitions of non-marital/civil union property.
   Third, if there is a divorce, one of the couple may be entitled to maintenance (formerly known 
as alimony) from their civil union partner. Be aware that there are no percentage guidelines. 
The amount and duration of maintenance is determined based upon relevant factors including 
age, income and property of each party, education, length of  civil union, whether the recipient’s 
ability to earn income. 
   Last, a civil partner may be entitled to child support for the children of the couple.  In most cases 
a percentage of net income guideline child support is 20% for one child, 28% for two children, 
32% for three children, 40% for four children, 45% for five children, 50% for six children.
   These are established general rules that apply to heterosexual marriage.  Unfortunately, these 
rules are new to LGBT couples entering civil unions. They are important and everyone who plans 
to “tie the knot” should be aware of them. Please consult with your own attorney to see if these 
will apply to you. Next week more on divorce rights for civil union partners. 
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Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
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of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
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associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.
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Hear our students’ stories: www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt

You
belong here

At Elmhurst, you’ll find an exceptionally welcoming campus
community. We embrace individual expression. We see our 
differences as sources of strength. And we clearly, openly, 
emphatically want you here.  

Scholarships for LGBT students
Our Enrichment Scholarship specifically benefits academically
qualified students from minority groups—including LGBT
students. The scholarship covers one-third of tuition. More
than that, it underscores our commitment to  affirming the
identities and advancing the dreams of each individual student.  

A wealth of programs and resources
We support our LGBT students through a variety of cam-
pus organizations and events. The student group EQUAL
(Elmhurst Queers and Allies) promotes awareness through
events and advocacy. SAFE (Staff, Administrators and
Faculty for Equality) offers a support network for the
LGBT community. An annual guestship and other special
events focus on issues of concern to the LGBT commu-
nity. Our faculty is adding courses in LGBT studies.

A step ahead of the rest
“In a small but meaningful step, Elmhurst College is now
officially telling applicants that gay students are welcome on
campus. The private liberal arts college is the first college in the
U.S. to ask potential students about their sexual orientation or
gender identity on its application....The question is meant to
increase diversity at the school, which is affiliated with the
United Church of Christ, and to direct incoming students
toward services that might ease their transition into college life.
It’s also a strong signal that the school will embrace LGBT
students and will do its best to support them.” 
—Chicago Sun-Times, August 26, 2011

“Elmhurst College does a
great job of nurturing and
supporting LGBT students.
Coming out was hard for
me, but I’ve been blessed to
have an accepting commu-
nity to come out to.”

Felicia Diaz 

“People at Elmhurst are 
accepting and supportive,
from the faculty and staff to
my friends and fraternity
brothers. My experience
here has helped me embrace
my sexuality and become the
person I am today.”

Joey Carrillo

www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt

