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HIV numbers put disease in perspective
BY SAMUEL WORLEY 

 In Chicago, more than half of HIV-infected 
men who have sex with men do not know they 
are infected, according to a report released last 
week by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The study found that while the overall 
local infection rate aligns with the national av-
erage, 53 percent of people with HIV in Chicago 
are unaware of their status, compared with 44 
percent nationally. 
 The news comes nearly 30 years into the battle 
against the epidemic, and 25 years after Windy 
City Times was founded—when there were still 

just a small number of people diagnosed with 
HIV or AIDS, but also a time when people would 
be diagnosed and sometimes die just a short 
time later.
 This new report serves as another difficult re-
ality faced by HIV/AIDS advocates and service 
providers as they struggle to slow infection 
rates. They already face hugely disparate rates 
of infection based on race and sexuality. The 
disease continues to affect the LGBT community 
disproportionately: men who have sex with men 
(MSM) suffer the highest infection rates of any 
population—more than half of all new HIV in-
fections each year—with a cumulative nation-

wide total of more than 279,000 MSM dead since 
the beginning of the epidemic. 
 Infection rates have stark racial implications, 
too. In Chicago, a study released last year found 
that Black MSM were three times more likely to 
be infected with HIV than white MSM, and two-
and-a-half times more likely than Latino MSM. 
 Over the last few weeks, in an attempt to get 
a sense of where efforts to slow infection stand, 
Windy City Times caught up with a number of 
Chicagoans whose work revolves around HIV/
AIDS. Those activists talked at length about the 
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This expanded issue of Windy 
City Times features a special 
retrospective section with 
essays by Tracy Baim, Rex 
Wockner and Jorjet Harper; 
feature articles by Richard 
Knight, Jr., Ross Forman 
and David Byrne; as well as 
intriguing photos of Chicago’s 
LGBT past and actual covers 
from the first two years of 
Windy City Times.
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Judge orders
military to
reinstate lesbian
BY LiSA KEEn
KEEn nEWS SERviCE
 
For the second time this month, a federal judge 
has ruled “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) violates 
the federal constitution.
 The latest ruling came Sept. 23 from the U.S. 
District Court for Western Washington, in Taco-
ma, where Judge Ronald Leighton said Air Force 
Reserve nurse Margaret Witt’s sexual orientation 
did not negatively impact her unit’s morale or 
unit cohesion. He said Witt’s discharge under 
DADT violated her Fifth Amendment right to due 
process.
 On Sept. 9, U.S. District Court Judge Virginia 
Phillips ruled, in Log Cabin Republicans v. U.S., 
that DADT violated both First and Fifth amend-
ment rights of gay servicemembers.
 The Witt v. U.S. case has been a high-profile 
one and the subject of debate on the floor of 
the Senate and in the confirmation hearing of 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s newest member, Elena 
Kagan.
 Senate Republicans charged that Kagan, as 
solicitor general, undermined DADT when she 
advised the Obama administration not to appeal 
to the Supreme Court a preliminary ruling in the 
Witt case. That preliminary ruling, from the 9th 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, said Witt and other 
servicemembers discharged under DADT were en-
titled to trial proceedings to determine if their 
being gay was, in fact, a detriment to military 
morale and unit cohesion.
 Leighton presided over a trial this month to 
determine whether there was any evidence to 
the military’s claim that Witt’s relationship with 
a woman was detrimental to her military unit.
 During the seven-day trial, Leighton heard 
testimony from Witt’s comrades that it was her 

discharge—and not her being gay—that inflict-
ed injury to her reserve unit’s morale. 
 Attorneys for the U.S. Department of Justice, 
defending DADT, put on witnesses to discuss 
Witt’s relationship with a married civilian wom-
an and argued that Witt’s adulterous behavior 
was also to blame for her discharge. The gov-
ernment also noted that Witt had told at least 
two colleagues she was gay, thus putting them 
in an awkward position of either keeping silent 
to protect her or informing superior officers of 
Witt’s being in violation of the DADT law.
 In his opinion, issued Sept. 24, Leighton 
noted that the 9th Circuit had directed him to 
determine whether the application of DADT to 
Witt “significantly furthers the government’s in-
terest, and whether less intrusive means would 
substantially achieve the government’s inter-
est.” The 9th Circuit also directed him to use 
“heightened scrutiny” of the government’s rea-
sons for DADT—a level of scrutiny that required 
the government to offer more than just a “ra-
tional” reason; it had to identify an important 
reason for Witt’s discharge.
 While the government made the “unassailable 
point that uniformity and consistency in the ad-
ministration of personnel policies is a desirable 
objective,” said Leighton, “When similar people 
are treated differently, morale and cohesion suf-
fer.”
 Leighton added that the evidence at trial 
“overwhelmingly supports” Witt’s claim, that 
her discharge did not advance the government’s 
interest in unit cohesion and morale. Instead, 
said Leighton, the discharge had the “opposite 
effect.”
 “In support of the Congressional findings un-
derpinning DADT, the government can point to 
polls and petitions which reflect Congress’ fear 
that openly serving gays and lesbians will nega-
tively impact military readiness by eroding unit 
morale and cohesion across the services without 
regard to any one individual’s billet or job de-
scription,” wrote Leighton. “Again, these polls 

are some evidence that some folks would prefer 
to not serve with admitted homosexuals. That 
such views may lead to a drop in recruitment or 
retention is a possibility, just as it was a pos-
sibility during the integration of blacks, other 
minorities and women into the armed forces. 
The possibility of such push back is off-set by 
the known negative impact of DADT upon the 
military: the loss of highly skilled and trained 
military personnel once they have been outed 
and the concomitant assault on unit morale 
and cohesion caused by their extraction from 
the military. In this regard, the Court notes the 
Army’s policy of deploying openly gay or les-
bian personnel if the discharge process has not 
yet begun when the order to deploy issues. In 
this time of war, the Army, at least, has decided 
that allowing openly gay service is preferable to 
going to war without a member of a particular 
unit.” 
 Witt joined the Air Force in 1987 and moved 
quickly up the ranks, becoming a major in 1999, 
working with a unit that provided airborne in-
tensive care units for wounded military person-
nel. She received a number of commendations 
and even appeared on a recruitment poster. In 
June 2004, while Witt was in the reserve in Ta-
coma, Wash., she began a relationship with her 
current partner, Laurie McChesney. McChesney 
was, in the early weeks of the relationship, still 
married to a man. That man, Pat McChesney, 
learned of the relationship and e-mailed Witt’s 
superior officers, telling them about Witt’s re-
lationship with his wife. The military launched 
an investigation and, in 2007, discharged Witt 
under DADT.
 ©2010 by Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.

Florida won’t
enforce same-sex
adoption ban
BY DAnA RUDOLpH
KEEn nEWS SERviCE

Florida Gov. Charlie Crist and George Sheldon, 
head of the state’s Department of Children and 
Families (DCF), said Sept. 22 that they would no 
longer enforce the state ban on adoption by gay 
men and lesbians. 
 The announcements came after a state appeals 
court upheld a trial court decision that found 
the ban unconstitutional. The appeals court said 
that Frank Martin Gill, a gay man, has the right 
to adopt the two boys he and his partner have 
raised for almost six years. 
 But it remains an open question whether the 
state will appeal the case.
 Gill issued a statement Sept. 23 through the 
ACLU of Florida, which is representing him, say-
ing, “I understand that the Governor would like 
to hear my views in considering whether to ap-
peal the decision. ... After considerable thought 
and consultation with my attorneys at the ACLU, 
it is my hope that the State will not appeal and 

the case will stop here.”
 Leslie Cooper, senior attorney with the na-
tional ACLU’s LGBT Project, said that if the state 
decides not to appeal, the state appeals court 
decision will be binding on trial courts statewide 
and “will allow lesbians and gay men who are in-
terested in adopting—no matter where they live 
in the state—to apply and be evaluated under 
the same criteria applied to everyone else.”
 “This is precisely what our litigation has 
sought to achieve,” said Cooper.
 If the state does appeal, Cooper said, “we’re 
confident that the Florida Supreme Court will 
reach the same result as the Third District Court 
of Appeal.”
 DCF opposed Gill in the case but is now giving 
the decision “a thorough review,” said Commu-
nications Director Joe Follick. 
 “The primary consideration on whether to ap-
peal,” said Follick, “is finding the balance be-
tween the value of a final ruling from the Florida 
Supreme Court versus the impact on the Gill 
family.” Follick noted that DCF plans to make a 
decision before its 30-day deadline.
 Florida Attorney General Bill McCollum issued 
a statement through his communications direc-
tor, saying the attorney general’s office would be 
“discussing” with DCF whether or not to appeal 
today’s ruling.
 But DCF Secretary Sheldon said Sept. 20 that 
the state would not remove the two boys from 
Gill’s home even if the state Supreme Court de-
cided to uphold the ban.
 And Crist, who is now running for the U.S. Sen-
ate, told reporters at a news conference Sept. 22 
that he wanted to meet with Gill before deciding 
whether to appeal. As governor, he could order 
the DCF to do so.
 Crist’s position on LGBT issues has shifted re-
cently. On Sept. 12, he announced his support 
for a range of civil rights for LGBT people, in-
cluding adoption.
 Florida is the only state whose law specifically 
bans adoptions by all gay men or lesbians. Mis-
sissippi bans same-sex couples from adopting, 
and Arkansas, Michigan and Utah ban unmarried 
couples (which, by definition, includes all same-
sex couples in the state).

 Although the ban will no longer be enforced, 
there is still another hurdle for same-sex cou-
ples in Florida: the question of joint adoptions 
by a couple or second-parent adoptions by one 
partner of the other partner’s legal child. Gill, in 
fact, has a partner (who remained unnamed in 
court documents). The men felt, however, that 
they would stand no chance in their case if they 
sued for a joint adoption.
 In his statement, Gill said the state’s ban “has 
kept me from adopting the two boys who have 
known me as Papi for the past six years.”
 “This deprives them of the emotional security 
of knowing they are part of a forever family,” 
said Gill. “The law is also an obstacle to adop-
tion for countless other Florida children who 
have no family of their own.
 “I am eager to adopt my two children and to 
remove this barrier to adoption for other chil-
dren as soon as possible. Ending this case now 
would be the quickest way for that to happen.”
 ©2010 by Keen news Service. All rights re-
served.
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gays weigh in
on gOP’s ‘Pledge
to America’
BY LiSA KEEn
KEEn nEWS SERviCE
 
Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives 
revealed their “Pledge to America” Sept. 23, and 
it includes a pledge to “to honor families, tradi-
tional marriage, life, and the private and faith-
based organizations that form the core of our 
American values.” That reference to traditional 
marriage was too much for most LGBT leaders 
and too little for right-wing conservatives.
 The document, unveiled by House Minority 
Leader John Boehner, is essentially a campaign 
tool—part of the GOP’s effort to win a majority 
of seats in the House, where polls show they 
currently have the better likelihood, compared 
to the Senate. It is inspired by its predecessor, 
the “Contract with America” that was issued to 
help Republicans take back the House in the 
1994 elections.
 The difference in this year’s document is the 
promise to “honor … traditional marriage.” The 
1994 contract had no similar statement.
 That statement, said Fred Sainz, a spokesman 
for the Human Rights Campaign, signals that Re-
publicans “clearly are not going to be supportive 
of any form of relationship recognition—civil 
unions, domestic partnerships, or marriage.”
 “On the whole,” he said, the pledge is “very 
bad for LGBT people.”
 “It is the same tired conservative agenda that 
drove our nation backward, not forward,” said 
Sainz. 
 National Stonewall Democrats leader Michael 
Mitchell agreed.
 “For anyone who believed a few weeks ago 
that the GOP was thawing when it comes to 
LGBT rights, especially marriage rights, this doc-
ument is a great object lesson in the lengths the 
Republicans will go in order to exclude millions 
of LGBT Americans from their stated vision of 
‘greater liberty and wider opportunity’.”
 But R. Clarke Cooper, executive director of Log 
Cabin Republicans, said the Pledge includes “im-
portant pro-equality language.”
 “It states, ‘We pledge to advance policies that 
promote greater liberty, wider opportunity, a 

robust defense, and national economic prosper-
ity’,” noted Cooper. But, he noted, “the Republi-
can party, like the Democratic party, remains on 
a journey toward completely embracing marriage 
equality.” 
 “If there is any silver lining in it,” said HRC’s 
Sainz, “it’s that there’s no mention of a federal 
marriage amendment. That’s a victory. There’s no 
mention of [opposition to] Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell 
repeal. That’s also a victory. 
 “But make no mistake about it,” said Sainz. 
“Under a Republican Congress—Senate or 
House—LGBT equality legislation will never see 
the light of day.”
 The pledge also makes not that Republicans 
would like to eradicate the so-called “marriage 
penalty” in their taxes.
 According to the document, 35 million mar-
ried couples will pay an average of $595 more 
in taxes next year “due to a reinstatement of 
the marriage penalty.” The document says this is 
because of a $3.8-trillion tax hike that is due to 
go into effect Jan. 1, 2011.
 But M.V. Lee Badgett, director of the Center 
for Public Policy and Administration at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Amherst, notes that 
many gay married couples suffer an even larger 
marriage penalty.
 According to her recent analysis of federal in-
come taxes paid by same-sex couples in Massa-
chusetts, where they can obtain marriage licens-
es, 66 percent of gay couples pay an average of 
more than $2,325 more in taxes because they 
are not allowed to file federal taxes as “married 
filing jointly.”
 Another 11 percent of same-sex couples would 
see no change in their federal taxes if they could 
file married filing jointly. And 23 percent would 

end up paying about $500 more if they filed as 
such.
 The pledge makes no mention of the inequity 
in taxes for married same-sex couples.
 Rea Carey, head of the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force, said her organization urges “all 
of our country’s political leaders to support the 
fundamental rights, dignity and equality of all 

people.”
 “That’s the type of agenda they should be pro-
moting,” said Carey, regarding the GOP’s pledge. 
“That’s the type of agenda that celebrates the 
ideals of America. That’s the type of agenda that 
will make our country stronger.”
 ©2010 Keen news Service

lesbian feminist
Jill Johnston
dead at 81
BY MiCKi LEvEnTHAL

Jill Johnston—writer, cultural and arts critic 
and legendary lesbian-feminist activist—died 
Sept. 18 at the age of 81 following a stroke nine 
days earlier. 
 “She left us peacefully and with dignity; let’s 
honor her immense legacy of love, kindness and 
amazing intelligence by celebrating her life. ... 
May her liberated spirit guide us on our paths,” 
wrote Ingrid Nyeboe, her spouse of 30 years, 
on http://www.jilljohnston.com, where some 
of Johnston’s writings and a bibliography of her 
work can be found.
 Through her visibility as one of the first pub-
licly out lesbians, and her access to the “bully 
pulpit” through her columns in the Village Voice, 
Johnston gave eloquent—and often theatrical 
and outrageous—expression to the growing 
frustration among lesbians working in the main-
stream feminist movement. 
 “The fear of the label ‘lesbian’ among women 
who sought to establish a powerful and effective 
force for changing the status of all women was 
ironic testimony to the power of that label to 
isolate and to silence those to whom it applied,” 
wrote Heather Eisenstein in her 1983 women’s 
studies primer, Contemporary Feminist Thought. 
 “I was 24 years old when Lesbian Nation ap-
peared. I’d known I was gay from the age of five 

and had identified as a feminist since the late 
1960s—but Jill Johnston’s words and example 
gave me permission to say the word ‘lesbian’ out 
loud for the first time, and to keep on claiming 
my lesbian-feminist self,” said Beth Kelly, chair 
of the Mayor’s Advisory Council of LGBT Affairs 
and professor of women’s and gender studies at 
DePaul University. 
 “I was not alone. In those days, she was one 
of a small handful of publicly professed lesbian-
feminists that we could look to as a model—
always a provocateur, invariably interesting 
and challenging,” continued Kelly. “At a time 
when the women’s liberation movement did not 
necessarily welcome or support lesbian sisters, 
Johnston adamantly insisted that feminism and 
lesbianism were intimately bound together in 
theory and practice.  She was in the vanguard—
well ahead of her time.”
 In fact, Johnston is credited with launching 
the lesbian separatist movement and in Was Les-
bian Separatism Inevitable?, a 2006 interview 
with The Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwide [ar-
chived at www.glreview.com ], Johnston looked 
back on the evolution of that politic: “Once I 
understood the feminist doctrines, a lesbian 
separatist position seemed the commonsensical 
position....Women wanted to remove their sup-
port from men, the ‘enemy’ in a movement for 
reform, power, and self-determination. A revo-
lutionary prototype existed in their midst. But 
the prejudice against women within the ranks of 
women, much less loving women at the intimate 
level was so great...that feminists could only 
act against their own best interest and trash the 
women who modeled their beliefs.”
 It wasn’t only straight women who had issues 

with Johnston. Her attention-getting style gar-
nered “extreme animosity from lesbian feminist 
militants” who condemned celebrity and accused 
Johnston of “being male-identified, because she 
boasted of her sexual exploits in print,” wrote 
Martha Gever in Entertaining Lesbians: Celebrity, 
Sexuality, and Self Invention (2003).
 Johnston’s bad-girl public antics, which might 
seem tame in the media and celebrity driven 
world of today, did help broadcast the cause, 
create a movement—and a brand. Lillian Fader-
man, in Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers: A History 
of Lesbian Life in Twentieth-Century America 
(1991), titled a 30-page chapter Lesbian Nation: 
Creating a Women-Identified-Women Community 
in the 1970s, without ever explicitly crediting 
Johnston with the creation of the phrase.
 “While [Johnston’s] ideas on separatism may 
seem a bit dated today, they raised our con-
sciousness and gave us courage in a world where 
misogyny and homophobia existed at much high-
er levels than in 2010 (not that they’ve disap-
peared!),” said Kelly. “Her passing marks a pro-
found generational shift; she will be missed.”
 In her 1998 retrospective Admission Accom-
plished: The Lesbian Nation Years 1970-1975, 
Johnston wrote, “[I am] surprised at how much 
I still agree with myself ideologically. The cen-
trality of the lesbian position to feminist rev-
olution—wildly unrealistic, or downright mad, 
as it still seems to most women everywhere—
continues to ring true and right.” 
 However, some time later, according to the Los 
Angeles Times obituary, Johnston viewed “Les-
bian Nation as an antique ... Not long ago in 
the New Yorker, she [stated]: ‘I’m an R.L.F.W.—a 
recovering lesbian from the feminist wars’.” 

 Johnston also left a huge critical legacy 
in the world of visual and performing art—
perhaps most notably in contemporary dance. 
“She helped a wide readership to accept and, 
through her eyes, to see into radical works by 
choreographers such as Yvonne Rainer, Steve 
Paxton, Trisha Brown, David Gordon and Lucinda 
Childs—works that said readers might otherwise 
be prone to dismiss as ‘not dance,’” wrote Debo-
rah Jowitt on her Village Voice blog.
 “Every queer, every thespian/performance art-
ist/modern dance aficionado, owes a huge debt 
to Jill,” said Holly Hughes, lesbian performance 
artist and associate professor at the University 
of Michigan. “She changed art criticism. She 
barged into the boys’ club that was art in Amer-
ica   and stole the spotlight with her mixture of  
prose, provocation, criticism, memoir—she was 
doing post modern before the rest of us finished 
with modern. She was creative non fiction be-
fore it was a fashionable conceit. She wanted to 
be known as a writer, not merely a lesbian writer 
but she didn’t live to see the day when lesbians 
can represent the universal, the way a few white 
gay men are allowed to do. Making out with an-
other woman onstage at [the 1971] Town Hall 
[and] freaking out Norman Mailer, was a brilliant 
piece of performance, I don’t know that anyone 
has topped it for political resonance. She was 
great, she’s still great, her work is still very 
much alive for me.”
 Johnston is survived by Nyeboe; her son Rich-
ard Lanham and daughter Winifred Lanham (by a 
previous marriage); four grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.
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INDICATION
ATRIPLA® (efavirenz 600 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/tenofovir disoproxil
fumarate [DF] 300 mg) is a prescription medication used alone as a 
complete regimen or with other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in adults.
ATRIPLA does not cure HIV-1 and has not been shown to prevent
passing HIV-1 to others. The long-term effects of ATRIPLA are not known
at this time. People taking ATRIPLA may still get infections that develop 
because the immune system is weak or other conditions that happen with
HIV-1 infection.
Do not stop taking ATRIPLA unless directed by your healthcare
provider. See your healthcare provider regularly.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Contact your healthcare provider right away if you get the following
side effects or conditions associated with ATRIPLA:
• Nausea, vomiting, unusual muscle pain, and/or weakness. These

may be signs of a buildup of acid in the blood (lactic acidosis),
which is a serious medical condition.

• Light-colored stools, dark-colored urine, and/or if your skin or the
whites of your eyes turn yellow. These may be signs of serious
liver problems.

• If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B virus (HBV), your liver disease
may suddenly get worse if you stop taking ATRIPLA. 

Do not take ATRIPLA if you are taking the following medicines 
because serious and life-threatening side effects may occur when
taken together: Vascor® (bepridil), Propulsid® (cisapride), 
Versed® (midazolam), Orap® (pimozide), Halcion® (triazolam), 
or ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®). 
In addition, ATRIPLA should not be taken with:
Combivir® (lamivudine/zidovudine), EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine), Epivir®
or Epivir-HBV® (lamivudine), Epzicom® (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine), 
SUSTIVA® (efavirenz), Trizivir® (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine/zidovudine),
TRUVADA® (emtricitabine/tenofovir DF), or VIREAD® (tenofovir DF), 
because they contain the same or similar active ingredients as ATRIPLA.
ATRIPLA should not be used with HEPSERA® (adefovir dipivoxil).
Vfend® (voriconazole) or REYATAZ® (atazanavir sulfate) with or without
Norvir® (ritonavir) should not be taken with ATRIPLA since they may
lose their effect and may also increase the chance of having side effects
from ATRIPLA. Fortovase® or Invirase® (saquinavir) should not be used
as the only protease inhibitor in combination with ATRIPLA.
Taking ATRIPLA with St. John’s wort or products containing St. John’s wort
is not recommended as it may cause decreased levels of ATRIPLA, 
increased viral load, and possible resistance to ATRIPLA or 
cross-resistance to other anti-HIV drugs.
This list of medicines is not complete. Discuss with your healthcare
provider all prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins,
or herbal supplements you are taking or plan to take.
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
• Are pregnant: Women should not become pregnant while taking

ATRIPLA and for 12 weeks after stopping ATRIPLA. Serious birth defects
have been seen in children of women treated during pregnancy with
one of the medicines in ATRIPLA. Women must use a reliable form of
barrier contraception, such as a condom or diaphragm, even if they also
use other methods of birth control, while on ATRIPLA and for 12 weeks
after stopping ATRIPLA. 

• Are breastfeeding: Women with HIV should not breastfeed 
because they can pass HIV through their milk to the baby. Also,
ATRIPLA may pass through breast milk and cause serious harm 
to the baby.

• Have liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection.

• Have ever had seizures: Seizures have occurred in patients taking a
component of ATRIPLA, usually in those with a history of seizures. If you
have ever had seizures, or take medicine for seizures, your healthcare
provider may want to switch you to another medicine or monitor you.

• Have ever had mental illness or use drugs or alcohol. 
Contact your healthcare provider right away if you experience any
of the following serious or common side effects:

Serious side effects associated with ATRIPLA:
• Severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior have been

reported by a small number of patients. Some patients have had thoughts
of suicide, and a few have actually committed suicide. These problems
may occur more often in patients who have had mental illness.

• Kidney problems (including decline or failure of kidney function). 
If you have had kidney problems, or take other medicines that may
cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider should do regular
blood tests. Symptoms that may be related to kidney problems include
a high volume of urine, thirst, muscle pain, and muscle weakness.

• Other serious liver problems. Some patients have experienced 
serious liver problems, including liver failure resulting in transplantation
or death. Most of these serious side effects occurred in patients with a
chronic liver disease such as hepatitis infection, but there have also
been a few reports in patients without any existing liver disease.

• Bone changes. Lab tests show changes in the bones of patients treated
with tenofovir DF, a component of ATRIPLA. Some HIV patients treated
with tenofovir DF developed thinning of the bones (osteopenia), which
could lead to fractures. Also, bone pain and softening of the bone
(which may lead to fractures) may occur as a consequence of kidney
problems. If you have had bone problems in the past, your healthcare
provider may want to check your bones. 

Common side effects:
• Dizziness, headache, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble 

concentrating, and/or unusual dreams. These side effects tend to
go away after taking ATRIPLA for a few weeks. These symptoms may
be more severe with the use of alcohol and/or mood-altering (street)
drugs. If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, and/or are drowsy,
avoid activities that may be dangerous, such as driving or operating
machinery.

• Rash is a common side effect that usually goes away without any
change in treatment, but may be serious in a small number of patients.

• Other common side effects include: tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting,
gas, and diarrhea.

Other possible side effects: 
• Changes in body fat have been seen in some people taking anti-HIV-1

medicines. The cause and long-term health effects are not known.
• Skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) may also happen. 
• If you notice any symptoms of infection, contact your healthcare

provider right away.
• Additional side effects are inflammation of the pancreas, allergic 

reaction (including swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat), 
shortness of breath, pain, stomach pain, weakness, and indigestion.

You should take ATRIPLA once daily on an empty stomach. Taking
ATRIPLA at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome.

ATRIPLA is one of several treatment options your doctor may consider.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
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Please see Patient Information on the following pages.
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To learn more, visit 
www.ATRIPLA.com

on ATRIPLA for 11/2 years 
Carlos

*Synovate Healthcare Data; US HIV Monitor, Q1 2010.

Patient model. Individual results may vary.

Your doctor may prescribe ATRIPLA alone 
or with other HIV medications.

Talk to your doctor to see if ATRIPLA is right for you.

†
Defined as a viral load of less than 400 copies/mL. 

‡
Average increase of 312 cells/mm3.

§ In this study, 227 patients took the meds in ATRIPLA.

ATRIPLA is the #1 prescribed HIV regimen.*

About ATRIPLA:
• Only ATRIPLA combines 3 HIV medications in 1 pill daily.

• Proven to lower viral load to undetectable† in approximately 
7 out of 10 patients new to therapy, and also raise T-cell‡ (CD4+) 
count to help control HIV through 3 years of a clinical study.§

• ATRIPLA does not cure HIV-1 and has not been shown to prevent
passing HIV-1 to others.

Selected Important Safety Information:
Some people who have taken medicine like ATRIPLA have developed
the following: a serious condition of acid buildup in the blood (lactic
acidosis), and serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity). For patients
with both HIV-1 and hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis may suddenly
worsen if ATRIPLA is discontinued.

Please see detailed and additional Important Safety Information, 
including the bolded information to the left.

“All my HIV meds
in one pill daily. 

That’s for me.”

697US09AB07045_DTC_2010_CarlosAd_Carlos  9/16/10  2:04 PM  Page 2
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FDA-Approved Patient Labeling
Patient Information
ATRIPLA® (uh TRIP luh) Tablets
ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with ATRIPLA.
Please also read the section “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA.”
Generic name: efavirenz, emtricitabine and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate (eh FAH vih renz, em tri SIT
uh bean and te NOE’ fo veer dye soe PROX il FYOU mar ate)
Read the Patient Information that comes with ATRIPLA® (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil
fumarate) before you start taking it and each time you get a refill since there may be new
information. This information does not take the place of talking to your healthcare provider about
your medical condition or treatment. You should stay under a healthcare provider’s care when taking
ATRIPLA. Do not change or stop your medicine without first talking with your healthcare
provider. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you have any questions about ATRIPLA.
What is the most important information I should know about ATRIPLA?
• Some people who have taken medicine like ATRIPLA (which contains nucleoside

analogs) have developed a serious condition called lactic acidosis (buildup of an acid
in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a medical emergency and may need to be treated in the
hospital. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs or
symptoms of lactic acidosis:
• You feel very weak or tired.
• You have unusual (not normal) muscle pain.
• You have trouble breathing.
• You have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting.
• You feel cold, especially in your arms and legs.
• You feel dizzy or lightheaded.
• You have a fast or irregular heartbeat.

• Some people who have taken medicines like ATRIPLA have developed serious liver
problems called hepatotoxicity, with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fat in the liver
(steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get the following signs or
symptoms of liver problems:
• Your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice).
• Your urine turns dark.
• Your bowel movements (stools) turn light in color.
• You don’t feel like eating food for several days or longer.
• You feel sick to your stomach (nausea).
• You have lower stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or liver problems if you are female, very
overweight (obese), or have been taking nucleoside analog-containing medicines, like
ATRIPLA, for a long time.

• If you also have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and you stop taking ATRIPLA, you
may get a “flare-up” of your hepatitis. A “flare-up” is when the disease suddenly
returns in a worse way than before. Patients with HBV who stop taking ATRIPLA need close
medical follow-up for several months, including medical exams and blood tests to check for
hepatitis that could be getting worse. ATRIPLA is not approved for the treatment of HBV, so
you must discuss your HBV therapy with your healthcare provider.

What is ATRIPLA?
ATRIPLA contains 3 medicines, SUSTIVA® (efavirenz), EMTRIVA® (emtricitabine) and VIREAD®

(tenofovir disoproxil fumarate also called tenofovir DF) combined in one pill. EMTRIVA and VIREAD
are HIV-1 (human immunodeficiency virus) nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitors
(NRTIs) and SUSTIVA is an HIV-1 non-nucleoside analog reverse transcriptase inhibitor (NNRTI).
VIREAD and EMTRIVA are the components of TRUVADA®. ATRIPLA can be used alone as a complete
regimen, or in combination with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people with HIV-1 infection.
ATRIPLA is for adults age 18 and over. ATRIPLA has not been studied in children under age 18 or
adults over age 65.
HIV infection destroys CD4+ T cells, which are important to the immune system. The immune system
helps fight infection. After a large number of T cells are destroyed, acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS) develops.
ATRIPLA helps block HIV-1 reverse transcriptase, a viral chemical in your body (enzyme) that is
needed for HIV-1 to multiply. ATRIPLA lowers the amount of HIV-1 in the blood (viral load). ATRIPLA
may also help to increase the number of T cells (CD4+ cells), allowing your immune system to
improve. Lowering the amount of HIV-1 in the blood lowers the chance of death or infections that
happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections).
Does ATRIPLA cure HIV-1 or AIDS?
ATRIPLA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of ATRIPLA are not known
at this time. People taking ATRIPLA may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that
happen with HIV-1 infection. Opportunistic infections are infections that develop because the
immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and
Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infection. It is very important that you see your healthcare
provider regularly while taking ATRIPLA.
Does ATRIPLA reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others?
ATRIPLA has not been shown to lower your chance of passing HIV-1 to other people through
sexual contact, sharing needles, or being exposed to your blood. 
• Do not share needles or other injection equipment.
• Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them, like

toothbrushes or razor blades.

• Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using a latex
or polyurethane condom or other barrier to reduce the chance of sexual contact with semen,
vaginal secretions, or blood.

Who should not take ATRIPLA?
Together with your healthcare provider, you need to decide whether ATRIPLA is right for you.
Do not take ATRIPLA if you are allergic to ATRIPLA or any of its ingredients. The active ingredients
of ATRIPLA are efavirenz, emtricitabine, and tenofovir DF. See the end of this leaflet for a complete
list of ingredients.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking ATRIPLA? Tell your healthcare
provider if you:
• Are pregnant or planning to become pregnant (see “What should I avoid while taking

ATRIPLA?”).
• Are breast-feeding (see “What should I avoid while taking ATRIPLA?”).
• Have kidney problems or are undergoing kidney dialysis treatment.
• Have bone problems.
• Have liver problems, including hepatitis B virus infection. Your healthcare provider may

want to do tests to check your liver while you take ATRIPLA.
• Have ever had mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol.
• Have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures.
What important information should I know about taking other medicines with ATRIPLA?
ATRIPLA may change the effect of other medicines, including the ones for HIV-1, and may
cause serious side effects. Your healthcare provider may change your other medicines or change
their doses. Other medicines, including herbal products, may affect ATRIPLA. For this reason, it is
very important to let all your healthcare providers and pharmacists know what medications, herbal
supplements, or vitamins you are taking. 
MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH ATRIPLA
• The following medicines may cause serious and life-threatening side effects when taken

with ATRIPLA. You should not take any of these medicines while taking ATRIPLA: Vascor
(bepridil), Propulsid (cisapride), Versed (midazolam), Orap (pimozide), Halcion (triazolam),
ergot medications (for example, Wigraine and Cafergot).

• ATRIPLA also should not be used with Combivir (lamivudine/zidovudine), EMTRIVA, Epivir,
Epivir-HBV (lamivudine), Epzicom (abacavir sulfate/lamivudine), Trizivir (abacavir
sulfate/lamivudine/zidovudine), SUSTIVA, TRUVADA, or VIREAD.

• Vfend (voriconazole) should not be taken with ATRIPLA since it may lose its effect or may
increase the chance of having side effects from ATRIPLA.

• Do not take St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), or products containing St. John’s
wort with ATRIPLA. St. John’s wort is an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement. Talk
with your healthcare provider if you are taking or are planning to take St. John’s wort. Taking
St. John’s wort may decrease ATRIPLA levels and lead to increased viral load and possible
resistance to ATRIPLA or cross-resistance to other anti-HIV-1 drugs.

• ATRIPLA should not be used with HEPSERA® (adefovir dipivoxil).
It is also important to tell your healthcare provider if you are taking any of the following:
• Fortovase, Invirase (saquinavir), Biaxin (clarithromycin), Noxafil (posaconazole), or 

Sporanox (itraconazole); these medicines may need to be replaced with another
medicine when taken with ATRIPLA.

• Calcium channel blockers such as Cardizem or Tiazac (diltiazem), Covera HS or Isoptin
(verapamil) and others; Crixivan (indinavir), Selzentry (maraviroc); the immunosuppressant
medicines cyclosporine (Gengraf, Neoral, Sandimmune, and others), Prograf (tacrolimus), or
Rapamune (sirolimus); Methadone; Mycobutin (rifabutin); Rifampin; cholesterol-lowering
medicines such as Lipitor (atorvastatin), Pravachol (pravastatin sodium), and Zocor
(simvastatin); or Zoloft (sertraline); these medicines may need to have their dose
changed when taken with ATRIPLA.

• Videx, Videx EC (didanosine); tenofovir DF (a component of ATRIPLA) may increase the
amount of didanosine in your blood, which could result in more side effects. You may need
to be monitored more carefully if you are taking ATRIPLA and didanosine together. Also, the
dose of didanosine may need to be changed.

• Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) or Kaletra (lopinavir/ritonavir); these medicines may increase the
amount of tenofovir DF (a component of ATRIPLA) in your blood, which could result in more
side effects. Reyataz is not recommended with ATRIPLA. You may need to be monitored
more carefully if you are taking ATRIPLA and Kaletra together. Also, the dose of Kaletra may
need to be changed.

• Medicine for seizures [for example, Dilantin (phenytoin), Tegretol (carbamazepine), or
phenobarbital]; your healthcare provider may want to switch you to another medicine or
check drug levels in your blood from time to time.

These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if you take ATRIPLA. Be sure to tell
your healthcare provider about all medicines that you take.
Keep a complete list of all the prescription and nonprescription medicines as well as any herbal
remedies that you are taking, how much you take, and how often you take them. Make a new list
when medicines or herbal remedies are added or stopped, or if the dose changes. Give copies of
this list to all of your healthcare providers and pharmacists every time you visit your healthcare
provider or fill a prescription. This will give your healthcare provider a complete picture of the
medicines you use. Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation.

ATRIPLA® (efavirenz/emtricitabine/tenofovir disoproxil fumarate)
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How should I take ATRIPLA?
• Take the exact amount of ATRIPLA your healthcare provider prescribes. Never change the

dose on your own. Do not stop this medicine unless your healthcare provider tells you to stop.
• You should take ATRIPLA on an empty stomach.
• Swallow ATRIPLA with water.
• Taking ATRIPLA at bedtime may make some side effects less bothersome.
• Do not miss a dose of ATRIPLA. If you forget to take ATRIPLA, take the missed dose right

away, unless it is almost time for your next dose. Do not double the next dose. Carry on with
your regular dosing schedule. If you need help in planning the best times to take your
medicine, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist.

• If you believe you took more than the prescribed amount of ATRIPLA, contact your local
poison control center or emergency room right away.

• Tell your healthcare provider if you start any new medicine or change how you take old ones.
Your doses may need adjustment.

• When your ATRIPLA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or
pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if
the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to ATRIPLA
and become harder to treat.

• Your healthcare provider may want to do blood tests to check for certain side effects while
you take ATRIPLA.

What should I avoid while taking ATRIPLA?
• Women should not become pregnant while taking ATRIPLA and for 12 weeks after

stopping it. Serious birth defects have been seen in the babies of animals and women
treated with efavirenz (a component of ATRIPLA) during pregnancy. It is not known whether
efavirenz caused these defects. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are
pregnant. Also talk with your healthcare provider if you want to become pregnant.

• Women should not rely only on hormone-based birth control, such as pills, injections, or
implants, because ATRIPLA may make these contraceptives ineffective. Women must use a
reliable form of barrier contraception, such as a condom or diaphragm, even if they also use
other methods of birth control. Efavirenz, a component of ATRIPLA, may remain in your blood
for a time after therapy is stopped. Therefore, you should continue to use contraceptive
measures for 12 weeks after you stop taking ATRIPLA.

• Do not breast-feed if you are taking ATRIPLA. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommend that mothers with HIV not breast-feed because they can pass the HIV
through their milk to the baby. Also, ATRIPLA may pass through breast milk and cause serious
harm to the baby. Talk with your healthcare provider if you are breast-feeding. You should
stop breast-feeding or may need to use a different medicine.

• Taking ATRIPLA with alcohol or other medicines causing similar side effects as ATRIPLA, such
as drowsiness, may increase those side effects.

• Do not take any other medicines, including prescription and nonprescription medicines and
herbal products, without checking with your healthcare provider.

• Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection since ATRIPLA does not stop you from
passing the HIV-1 infection to others.

What are the possible side effects of ATRIPLA?
ATRIPLA may cause the following serious side effects:
• Lactic acidosis (buildup of an acid in the blood). Lactic acidosis can be a medical emergency

and may need to be treated in the hospital. Call your healthcare provider right away if you
get signs of lactic acidosis. (See “What is the most important information I should know
about ATRIPLA?”)

• Serious liver problems (hepatotoxicity), with liver enlargement (hepatomegaly) and fat in
the liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any signs of liver
problems. (See “What is the most important information I should know about ATRIPLA?”)

• “Flare-ups” of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection, in which the disease suddenly returns in
a worse way than before, can occur if you have HBV and you stop taking ATRIPLA. Your
healthcare provider will monitor your condition for several months after stopping ATRIPLA if
you have both HIV-1 and HBV infection and may recommend treatment for your HBV. ATRIPLA
is not approved for the treatment of hepatitis B virus infection. If you have advanced liver
disease and stop treatment with ATRIPLA, the “flare-up” of hepatitis B may cause your liver
function to decline.

• Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patients may experience severe
depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior while taking ATRIPLA. Some patients have
thoughts of suicide and a few have actually committed suicide. These problems may occur
more often in patients who have had mental illness. Contact your healthcare provider right
away if you think you are having these psychiatric symptoms, so your healthcare provider
can decide if you should continue to take ATRIPLA.

• Kidney problems (including decline or failure of kidney function). If you have had kidney
problems in the past or take other medicines that can cause kidney problems, your
healthcare provider should do regular blood tests to check your kidneys. Symptoms that may
be related to kidney problems include a high volume of urine, thirst, muscle pain, and muscle
weakness.

• Other serious liver problems. Some patients have experienced serious liver problems
including liver failure resulting in transplantation or death. Most of these serious side effects
occurred in patients with a chronic liver disease such as hepatitis infection, but there have
also been a few reports in patients without any existing liver disease.

• Changes in bone mineral density (thinning bones). Laboratory tests show changes in the
bones of patients treated with tenofovir DF, a component of ATRIPLA. Some HIV patients
treated with tenofovir DF developed thinning of the bones (osteopenia) which could lead to
fractures. If you have had bone problems in the past, your healthcare provider may need to
do tests to check your bone mineral density or may prescribe medicines to help your bone
mineral density. Additionally, bone pain and softening of the bone (which may contribute to
fractures) may occur as a consequence of kidney problems. 

Common side effects:
Patients may have dizziness, headache, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or
unusual dreams during treatment with ATRIPLA. These side effects may be reduced if you take
ATRIPLA at bedtime on an empty stomach. They also tend to go away after you have taken the
medicine for a few weeks. If you have these common side effects, such as dizziness, it does not
mean that you will also have serious psychiatric problems, such as severe depression, strange
thoughts, or angry behavior. Tell your healthcare provider right away if any of these side effects
continue or if they bother you. It is possible that these symptoms may be more severe if ATRIPLA is
used with alcohol or mood altering (street) drugs.
If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, or are drowsy, avoid activities that may be dangerous,
such as driving or operating machinery.
Rash may be common. Rashes usually go away without any change in treatment. In a small number
of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call your healthcare provider right away.
Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, gas, and diarrhea.
Other possible side effects with ATRIPLA:
• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat develop in some patients taking anti-HIV-1

medicine. These changes may include an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck
(“buffalo hump”), in the breasts, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and
face may also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of these fat changes are not
known.

• Skin discoloration (small spots or freckles) may also happen with ATRIPLA.
• In some patients with advanced HIV infection (AIDS), signs and symptoms of inflammation

from previous infections may occur soon after anti-HIV treatment is started. It is believed that
these symptoms are due to an improvement in the body’s immune response, enabling the
body to fight infections that may have been present with no obvious symptoms. If you notice
any symptoms of infection, please inform your doctor immediately.

• Additional side effects are inflammation of the pancreas, allergic reaction (including swelling
of the face, lips, tongue, or throat), shortness of breath, pain, stomach pain, weakness and
indigestion.

Tell your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you notice any side effects while taking ATRIPLA.
Contact your healthcare provider before stopping ATRIPLA because of side effects or for any other
reason.
This is not a complete list of side effects possible with ATRIPLA. Ask your healthcare provider or
pharmacist for a more complete list of side effects of ATRIPLA and all the medicines you will take.
How do I store ATRIPLA?
• Keep ATRIPLA and all other medicines out of reach of children.
• Store ATRIPLA at room temperature 77 °F (25 °C).
• Keep ATRIPLA in its original container and keep the container tightly closed.
• Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. If you throw any

medicines away make sure that children will not find them. 
General information about ATRIPLA:
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in patient information
leaflets. Do not use ATRIPLA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give ATRIPLA to
other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them.
This leaflet summarizes the most important information about ATRIPLA. If you would like more
information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist
for information about ATRIPLA that is written for health professionals.
Do not use ATRIPLA if the seal over bottle opening is broken or missing.
What are the ingredients of ATRIPLA?
Active Ingredients: efavirenz, emtricitabine, and tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 
Inactive Ingredients: croscarmellose sodium, hydroxypropyl cellulose, microcrystalline cellulose,
magnesium stearate, sodium lauryl sulfate. The film coating contains black iron oxide, polyethylene
glycol, polyvinyl alcohol, red iron oxide, talc, and titanium dioxide.
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Pie Hole eatery:
New location,
old controversy
BY ROSS FORMAn
 
Pie Hole is back in Lakeview, less than a 10-
minute walk from its former location near the 
southeast corner of Halsted and Roscoe.
 Opening on Broadway across from Treasure Is-
land, Pie Hole looks—and tastes—much like its 
original eatery: same color scheme, same catchy 
phrases and same oven to cook pizza with the 
same recipe that became a staple particularly for 
the late-night-munchies crowd in Boystown.
 When the bars closed, Pie Hole was the next 
stop—for fast food.
 “We really felt like we had developed a brand, 
like Pie Hole had its own vibe, its own feel—
and we definitely wanted to maintain that,” said 
Doug Brandt, owner of the pizzeria. 
 Pie Hole closed in late May, although Brandt 
had been looking for a new location for almost 
two years.
 “We had a hard time finding a [new] place. 
The overwhelming response that we got was, 
landlords simply did not want restaurants [on 
their property],” he said. “It wasn’t that they 

didn’t want Pie Hole [on their property] because 
we didn’t tell them what restaurant it would be, 
just that we were looking into opening a restau-
rant.”
 Brandt found and secured this new location 
about the same time that the original Pie Hole 
was closing. Construction started at the Broad-
way location in mid-July.
 “I knew that I wanted to be on Halsted or 
Broadway; I was fine with either street. Or even 
on Belmont. Ideally, I would have preferred to 
be further south on Broadway, but nothing was 
available,” Brandt said. “Our immediate goal 
is to just re-open with what we had. Meaning, 
about 95 percent of the menu will be the same 
[as at the original location]. The look and the 
feel will mostly be the same, so it is recogniz-
able.
 “The only real different look will be that we 
now have concrete flooring as opposed to tile 
floor.”
 In 2011, Brandt might expand the menu, per-
haps to include pasta and more.
 The kitchen at the new Pie Hole is in public 
view, unlike the original location. Pie Hole will 
once again offer custom slices.
 And don’t be surprised to see Brandt or others 
throwing the dough in the air.
 But will controversy also follow Pie Hole to 

Broadway? That’s the question some area resi-
dents really want to know—and they wanted 
answers before Pie Hole reopens.
 “We had a couple of neighbors who were pret-
ty vigilant, calling the police to complain, write 
their alderman, etc. It ultimately blew up into 
something,” said Brandt, 39, a Lakeview resi-
dent.
 The issue/debate was black and white, liter-
ally.
 The area around Pie Hole’s original location is 
a predominantly white area, yet Pie Hole often 
attracted young Blacks, many 19- or 20-year-
olds who could not get into a bar. They hung 
around, or inside, Pie Hole, especially on Tues-
day’s Open Mic Night and Thursday’s Karaoke 
Night. They also milled around outside Pie Hole 
along Roscoe—and Brandt admitted that they 
were, at times, quite loud.
 “One school of thought was that we harbored 
criminals, prostitutes, drug dealers [and] as-
sailants because of [those] two nights we had 
in the past. Completely not true,” Brandt said. 
“Yes, a lot of 18- and 19-year-olds can be loud 
and annoying. But so too can anyone [of age] 
coming out of Spin, Sidetrack, Roscoe’s or any 
bar on Halsted.
 “In Boystown, we’re used to seeing the typical 
white gay male. But we’re not used to a young 

person of color standing on the corner. So much 
of Halsted Street is geared and dedicated to the 
25- to 35-year-old white gay male. Every bar 
plays the same music and has the same drink 
specials, just on different nights.” 
 Brandt said Pie Hole “absolutely” was singled 
out for criticism because it attracted young 
Black youths.
 “Those nights, that’s just who happened to 
show up—because all of the adults can get into 
the bars,” he said.
 Brandt said the young Black youths did not 
dramatically affect his sales—“not to the point 
where I was willing to give anything up or stop 
anything.”
 Karaoke Night at Pie Hole was ultimately can-
celled because most of the attendees were not 
buying anything, he said.
 “I thought the Open Mic Night was a cool 
thing; I really enjoyed it,” said Brandt, who 
noted that attendees were poets, vocalists and 
musicians—and most were 19 to 30, particularly 
college students.
 Brandt said the reputation that Pie Hole at-
tracted the young Black crowd hurt negotiations 
with a couple of locations for his new restaurant. 
“Word may have gotten to them, somehow,” he 
said.
 Brandt is not sure yet whether or not he will 
resume Karaoke or Open-Mic Nights at the new 
location, mostly due to space limitations within 
the 850-square-foot restaurant.
 The biggest objector to Pie Hole is Ronald 
Baker, president of the Belmont Harbor Neigh-
bors Association. In fact, he invited Brandt and 
46th Ward Alderman Helen Shiller to a recent 
meeting “to ease resident’s concerns, given this 
firm’s history at its previous location,” Baker 
wrote.
 Brandt said he would attend.
 “Anyone who ever complained … if I had a 
way to reach them, I personally invited them 
to [to the restaurant]. I also have invited key 
political people from the area and others. If you 
came to Pie Hole, you’d realize it’s just a real 
cool, chill crowd. There’s no drugs, no alcohol 
[served to minors],” he said.
 The new Pie Hole will be BYOB.
 “I have no idea what to expect,” when we 
open, said Brandt, who was not expecting pro-
testers.
 “I never set out to have a certain crowd. I’ve 
always wanted a salad bowl—all different, cool 
people. I always wanted Pie Hole to be the anti-
establishment alternative.
 “And we never had any problem with the kids.
 “If you want drugs, prostitutions or things like 
that, yes, you definitely can find that in Boys-
town. But not at Pie Hole.
 “I feel very confident that we’ll do very well 
at this location, including more dinner and more 
delivery business. The big unknown is, will we 
get people coming here from Halsted Street 
when the majority of the bars close.”
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Call 311 or visit www.cityofchicago.org/Flu 

City of Chicago  Richard M. Daley, Mayor

Chicago Department of Public Health  Bechara Choucair, M.D. , Commissioner

Help Chicago fight the flu, get the flu shot. 
The 2010-2011 flu vaccine includes protection 
against H1N1 and other forms of influenza. 
If you live in Chicago and don’t have a doctor, 
call 311 or contact the Chicago Department 
of Public Health.

Get the Shot

www.cityofchicago.org/flu


gays protest
Exodus confab
in Rockford 
BY TRACY BAiM

About two dozen LGBTs and allies showed up to 
protest the Exodus International “ex-gay” con-
ference in Rockford Saturday, Sept. 25.
 Representatives from Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, the Gay Liberation 
Network (GLN) and Diversity of Rockford spent 
two hours outside the church, and were given 
honks of support from most drivers speeding by 
the Rockford First Church on Spring Creek Road. 
One man in a red pickup truck yelled “faggot” as 
he sped by.
 Rockford First Lead Pastor Jeremy DeWeerdt 
came out to greet the protesters, accompanied 
by Lisa, who did not give her last name. But 

he was not there to accept them, just to shake 
hands. When asked what his church believes 
about gays, he said they follow “what the Bible 
says.” Pressed further, he said they have church 
members who are struggling to overcome homo-
sexuality, and that those people are welcome 
in his church. Basically, it was the “hate the 
sin, love the sinner” argument. But he quickly 
steered away from the media and went back into 
the conference.
 Exodus International is a group of alleged “ex-
gays,” and the conference was called “Love Won 
Out.”
  “‘Love Won Out’ sugarcoats bigotry with mes-
sages of a loving god, while supporting discrim-
ination against [LGBT] people in employment, 
housing, public accommodations,” said David 
Kirk, one of the protest organizers and a native 
of Rockford, in an advance press release. “They 
target vulnerable young Americans with a fake 
‘therapy’ program denounced by every major pro-
fessional psychological association. It is nothing 
more than a textbook case of brainwashing.”

 As the press release for the protest stated: 
“And more than just gays and lesbians are hurt 
by Exodus’s bromides. ‘Ex-Gay’ congregants are 
typically urged to stay in loveless heterosexual 
marriages, despite the pain that it causes their 
partners. Their own leaders periodically scandal-
ize the movement by ‘going off the wagon’ and 
engaging in gay sex.”
 Kayt Free, former president of the Rockford Col-
lege gay/straight alliance (now called EMBRACE, 
Equality Means Bringing Real Awareness), was 
another organizer of the protest, along with 
Brent Holman-Gomez of GLN. They were joined 
Saturday by people from Rockford, Chicago and 
a range of surrounding cities and towns, includ-
ing Woodstock, Woodale, Mt. Prospect and St. 
Elmo.
 There were two moms who brought their chil-
dren: Leah and her daughter Crete, 11, of the 
Rockford Unitarian Church, and Amy Pirtle with 
her son Bobby, 15, who just recently came out 
to his family. 

Dan Savage 
launches YouTube 
channel for teens
 Out gay columnist/writer Dan Savage has 
launched a YouTube channel to provide support 
to LGBT teens who deal with bullies, according 
to SeattlePI.com.
 The channel is mainly in response to Billy 
Lucas, an Indiana teen who committed suicide 
after classmates bullied him. Savage—who says, 
among other things, “However bad it is, it gets 
better”—and husband Terry Miller uploaded 
a video, and are encouraging others to follow 
suit.
 In the video, Savage—who was born and 
raised in Chicago—talks about his upbringing. 
Among other things, he mentions his late moth-
er’s anti-gay reaction when he came out—and 
how she grew to love Miller “like a daughter.”
 See http://www.youtube.com/itgetsbetter-
project for more information.

Jenner & Block
hosting lgBT talk
 The law firm of Jenner & Block, 353 N. Clark, is 
hosting “The Current State of LGBT Civil Rights” 
Friday, Oct. 1, 12-1:30 p.m.
 Among the people who will speak on legal 
cases that have impacted LGBT rights and mar-
riage equality are Jenner & Block attorneys Paul 
M. Smith, Duane Pozza, Luke C. Platzer and Brian 
Wilson.
 An RSVP and photo ID are required to enter 
the building. Contact Pam Abrahamson at PAbra-
hamson@jenner.com or 312-923-8822.
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Among the protesters in Rockford were Bobby pirtle and his mother, Amy; and co-organizer Kayt Free. photos by Tracy Baim; more photos online 
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Racial-justice
confab looks at
lgBT report 
BY AnDREW DAviS

A groundbreaking report on the link between 
racial-justice groups and LGBT communities was 
spotlighted at the Applied Research Center’s 
“Facing Race 2010” conference at the McCormick 
Hyatt that took place Sept. 23-25.
 “Facing Race”—the largest multiracial gather-
ing of leaders, educators, journalists and other 
professors promoting racial justice—was a focal 
point for those who wanted to discuss strategies 
and successful models for changing some poli-
cies and advance racial justice.
 It was in the workshop “Better Together: Col-
laborations between Racial Justice and LGBT 
groups” that the report was discussed. The “Bet-
ter Together” study was motivated by three fac-
ets of the national political landscape: Racial-
justice groups and LGBT individuals would seem 
to have a natural bond; despite these links, the 
bonding is not widely occurring or known; and, 
LGBT people of color are hurt by the perceived 
split between communities of color and the LGBT 
demographic.
 According to one of the speakers, Applied 
Research Center President/Executive Director 
Rinku Sen, the report surveyed 81 organizations 
(41 racial-justice groups and 40 LGBT organiza-

tions of color). Interviews with 32 LGBT activists 
followed “for a deeper perspective,” she added.
 The goal of the project was to answer four 
questions:
 —How do racial justice groups currently en-
gage LGBT constituencies and equity issues?
 —What are the barriers to strong engagement 
of racial justice groups in LGBT issues?
 —Where are the opportunities for greater en-
gagement?
 —What changes can funders and people work-
ing in the fields of racial justice and LGBT rights 
pursue?
 Sen said that there were four elements of suc-
cess: an intersectional analysis and approach 
equaled strategic impetus; LGBT people of color 
need to be in the mix (“Some see ‘LGBT’ as not 
including people of color,” Sen noted); a formal 
sharing of power and resources is necessary; and 
long-term community-education programs are a 
must.
 The survey also identified various barriers, such 
as lack of strategic clarity, inadequate funding 
and fear of dividing the community. Of the last, 
Sen noted, “We discovered that the more multi-
issue an organization is, the less likely it was 
to engage in LGBT work. This may be due to the 
pressure to hold an organization together,” and 
she cited immigrant groups as an example.
 As for recommendations, they include (not sur-
prisingly) increasing support for groups of color, 
investing in tools to achieve strategic clarity, 
building the media/communications infrastruc-
ture and lifting up LGBT leaders of color.
 The “Better Together” report is available at 

http://www.arc.org/content/view/2169/201.

projects and reflections
 Aimee Santos-Lyons—a trainer and field or-
ganizer at Western States Center in Portland, 
Ore.—spoke about the “Uniting Communities” 
project, which focuses on bringing the LGBTQ 
community and communities of color together 
to address racial justice and LGBTQ equality.
 Santos-Lyons talked about what was already 
known (real strength in numbers, the LGBT 
community being underserved and the opposi-
tion running wedge campaigns) as well as the 
goals of the project (supporting organizations; 
strengthening internal capacity to address ho-
mophobia and transphobia; and space for peer-
to-peer relationships).
 Approaches to achieve said goals included 
working with predominantly white LGBT organi-
zations and building critical space.
 Regarding focus areas of assessment and work 
(what Santos-Lyons called “four Ps and the C”), 
she cited policies, program, people, power and 
culture. Of the five, she said that power was “the 
most challenging” because  the central issue 
there involves who makes the decisions. Among 
the lessons learned were that direct connections 
are needed and that there needs to be a focus 
on youth because of their role as intermediaries. 
Now, the aims are strong ally action with white 
LGBT groups, the construction of peer networks 
and organizational shifts
 For more information, see http://www.west-
ernstatescenter.org/our-work/uniting_commu-
nities.

 The last speaker was Coya White Hat-Artichok-
er, a Sicangu Lakota who is working to bring 
together LGBT people through her organization, 
Sacred Circle (http://www.sacred-circle.com), 
which seeks to end violence against Native 
American women. 
 White Hat-Artichoker, who has worked with 
groups such as the Audre Lorde Project on multi-
issue campaigns, made a comment that garnered 
an audible response from the packed room: “I 
haven’t [experienced] a lot of pushback about 
being queer but [there has been] pushback re-
garding racism in the LGBT community.”
 She talked about dealing with intersectional-
ity, the theory that different forms of discrimi-
nation combine to foster an atmosphere of op-
pression and inequality. The goal, she said, was 
“trying to create movements that allow us to be 
our whole selves,” and she stressed the need to 
be allies: “I’m not a big fan of leaving people be-
hind.” She concluded by mentioning how “queer 
people of color are among the more progressive 
thinkers” and that organizing together is crucial 
for progress.
 
 Among the other highlights of the conference 
were a keynote luncheon featuring Melissa Har-
ris Lacewell, associate professor of politics and 
African American studies at Princeton Universi-
ty, and a trunk show, “The Unspoken Truth About 
Color: A Dialogue in Art Quilts About Racism.”

local gay 
businessman
named to Obama post
 The office of the press secretary to the 
president of the United States issued a state-
ment naming nominees for key administrative 
posts. According to a letter from the Joffrey Bal-
let, company chairman Fred Eychaner was nomi-
nated as general trustee of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts’ board of trustees 
in Washington, D.C.
 Eychaner, who is openly gay, is the founder 
and chairman of Alphawood Foundation and of 
Newsweb Corporation. He previously served as 
a director of the AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
and as secretary and director of the Auditorium 
Theatre Council. He is presently chairman of the 
Joffrey Ballet and a life trustee of the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago.
 In a statement, President Obama said the 
nominees “will bring a wealth of experience to 
their new roles. I am confident they will serve 
the American people well, and I look forward 
to working with them in the months and years 
ahead.”
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Left: Speakers Coya White Hat-Artichoker, Aimee Santos-Lyons and Rinku Sen at the “Better Together” workshop. Right: One of the items at the 
quilt show. Left photo by Hal Baim; right photo by Andrew Davis

Do you suffer from pain due 
to HIV-related neuropathy?
The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC) is conducting a study for 
participants who have pain associated with HIV-related neuropathy.  
The study will evaluate the safety and efficacy of a study medication 
to treat this pain.
If you are interested in participating, please call (312) 238-7611.

Participants must meet the following criteria:
• Be at least 18 years of age
• Be diagnosed with HIV-related neuropathy

This study will last about 127 days.  Participants may receive placebo 
or study drug that has not been approved by the FDA for this 
condition.  Subjects may receive compensation for participation.

IRB Project # INC1-10-002; Principal Investigator: Dr. Norman Harden
The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago is an academic affiliate of Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
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CDC: One in 
five Chicago 
MSM has HIV
BY AnDREW DAviS

A new report issued by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention states that, in Chicago, 
nearly one in five men who has sex with men 
(MSM) has HIV.
 According to the report (available at http://
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
mm5937a2.htm?s_cid=mm5937a2_w), a total 
of 8,153 across the country participated in the 
2008 survey. (Of those, 6,562 identified as gay, 
1,485 said they were bisexual and 96 classified 
themselves as heterosexual.) Out of the total, 
1,562 were positive. Baltimore, Md., had the 
highest percentage, at 38 percent; Atlanta was 
at the other end of the scale at 6 percent.
 Among the trends noted nationally were that 
Blacks were disproportionately affected (at 28 
percent), and that the 40-49 age bracket had 
the highest proportion of positive individuals 
(also 28 percent).
 In Chicago, 93 out of 516 men were found to 
be positive. Of those 93, 49 individuals (or 53 
percent) were unaware of their status.
 Regarding the numbers, local gay men’s health 
advocate and AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) 
Advocacy Director Jim Pickett put the numbers 
in perspective. He e-mailed Windy City Times, 
“The Chicago data from this national study was 
released by the Chicago Department of Public 
Health last summer. These numbers are accu-
rate—so they are not a surprise to the AIDS 
community here, and there has been increased 
energy around addressing these staggering sta-
tistics throughout our community. 
  “There are some important things to keep 
in mind—important context that seems to go 
missing in much of the rather sensationalized 

coverage I have read. In Chicago, 88 percent of 
the gay/bi men and other men who have sex 
with men (MSM) who were unaware of their HIV 
infection had been tested for HIV in their life-
time, and 61 percent of the men who were un-
aware of their HIV infection had reported taking 
at least two HIV tests in the past two years. This 
means that  the majority of Chicago men  who 
tested positive are not unaware of the need to 
test—as they have exhibited testing behavior 
that matches national guidelines.
 “What this says to me is that annual testing is 
not sufficient. I would recommend that sexually 
active gay men get tested for HIV two to three 
times a year, and should get tested for syphilis 
that frequently as well.
  “Per the president’s National HIV/AIDS Strat-
egy, the resources deployed to combat HIV in 
this country must match the epidemic. Since the 
burden of HIV/AIDS falls on gay men and other 
men who have sex with men, priority must be 
given to these men. While the dollars need to 
follow the epidemic, we also need to improve 
our prevention efforts and broaden our strategy 
beyond a focus on individual level change.
 “We need to address structural factors such as 
institutionalized homophobia, poverty, unstable 
housing, unemployment and other sociocultural 
factors that limit access to care and prevention 
services In terms of HIV acquisition, it is not 
just what people do, it is where they do it and 
with whom. In a setting where there is a lot 
of HIV and little access to services, each risky 
behavior has a greater potential to result in HIV 
transmission compared to a community where 
the HIV burden is less and access is more uni-
versal.”
 “These staggering numbers illustrate the se-
vere impact HIV is having on gay men of all col-
ors in our community. The impact on gay black 
men is especially troubling, and completely un-
acceptable,” Mark Ishaug, AFC’s president/CEO, 
said in a statement. “We must re-double our ef-
forts to address these appalling disparities.”
 AFC recently launched an initiative—known 
as Project IN-CARE (Identify, Navigate, Connect, 
Access, Retain and Evaluate)—that addresses 
disparities in infection rates by connecting 
people to care and meeting the unique needs of 
individuals living with HIV, focusing on gay men 
of color.

Coalition responds
to Alveda King at
Planned Parenthood
BY CARRiE MAXELL

On Sept. 23—the day that portions of the new 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act went 
into effect—Black Women for Reproductive Jus-
tice organized a press conference at the ACLU 
headquarters on Michigan Avenue along with 
Planned Parenthood, the ACLU and their allies in 
education and faith-based communities.
 They gathered together to demand that Alveda 
King, Dr. King’s niece who was visiting Illinois 

at the time, stop using her uncle’s historic civil-
rights legacy to target African-American wom-
en’s bodies and promote an anti-gay agenda. 
The speakers included: Toni M. Bond Leonard, 
president/CEO, Black Women for Reproductive 
Justice; Gaylon Alcaraz, executive director of the 
Chicago Abortion Fund; Joanne Howard, former 
board chair at Planned Parenthood of Illinois 
and Kim L. Hunt, executive director of Affinity 
Community Services. Leslie Watson Malachi, di-
rector of African American Religious Affairs for 
People for the American Way, was unable to be 
at the press conference but she did release a 
statement in support of the coalitions’ efforts. 
 Leonard remarked that “Black women have de-
sired to control their fertility and the spacing of 
their families since our ancestors were brought 
to these shores as slaves.” She also denounced 
the use of billboards in poorer Black communi-
ties that have the slogan “Black Children are an 
Endangered Species” to sway African-American 
women from using family planning or having 
an abortion when necessary. Leonard also said 
that her organization has signed onto a national 
partnership of Black women leaders and organi-
zations in support of reproductive justice under 
the umbrella of Trust Black Women. They will be 
using this umbrella organization to get the mes-
sage out to all corners of the United States in 
the coming months. 
 Dorothy Roberts, a professor and writer, took 
to the podium and said, “Black women’s advo-
cacy has transformed the reproductive rights 
movement into a movement for reproductive 
justice by linking reproductive freedom to social 
justice.” Roberts finished her statement by say-
ing that “[t]his assault on black women turns 
attention away from the true enemy of black 
children: racism, sexism, and economic inequal-
ity in this country.”
 Alcaraz said that anti-choice groups are in the 
business of raising money and “selling women of 
color down the river.” Alcaraz also stated that 
“Alveda King’s position is equally disturbing. She 
does not speak for all Black women. She should 
be ashamed of herself in trying to capitalize off 
of the history of her uncle and make a name for 
herself at the expense of others.”
 Howard said that Alveda King was spreading 
lies about what Planned Parenthood does, which 
is to reduce the amount of unintended preg-
nancies for all women. Howard went on to say, 
“Unlike Alveda King, Planned Parenthood trusts 
women to make private, personal medical deci-
sions based on what she understands to be best 
for herself and her family.”

 Lastly, Hunt added her support to a women’s 
right to choose as well as expand the defini-
tion of family. Hunt said that she is often asked 
“Why are lesbian, bisexual and trans women in-
terested in reproductive justice?” Her response 
is, “We are women, too, and therefore anything 
that affects the broader community of women 
and women of color in particular, absolutely af-
fects us. We have children and want to ensure 
that our daughters and sons have the ability to 
control their reproductive and sexual autonomy 
and their gender expression.” 
 After the women made their statements they 
took questions from the audience. One thing that 
resulted from the questions was a commitment 
to remain strong in the face of people such as 
Alveda King and the Rev. James Meeks, a state 
senator and possible mayoral candidate who has 
been critical of the LGBT community. A few of 
the speakers responded that there is a need to 
have comprehensive sex education for young 
girls and boys. The press conference ended with 
the speakers pledging to work together so that 
all women would have access to medically ac-
curate information and reproductive choice.

Center on Halsted 
marks Bisexual Day
BY CHUCK KRAMER 

Thirty-six Chicago area bisexuals and their sup-
porters, participating in an international event, 
met at the Center on Halsted Sept. 23 to raise 
the profile of bisexuality and applaud the diver-
sity of the community. 
  A panel discussion, organized by Br. Michael 
C. Oboza of the Chicago Bisexual / Queer Com-
munity (http://www.meetup.com/chicago-bi-
sexual-queer-meetup/), discussed the history 
of bisexuals in the LGBT movement. The discus-
sion also considered gender and sexual identity 
and the effects of using labels to describe and 
define people. Members of the panel included 
Paige Listerud, Wendy Bostwick, Ph.D., Karen 
McReady, Eliot M. Scott, Adrienne Williams and 
Ed Negron.
 The speakers called for increasing bi visibil-
ity and urged bisexuals to self-define and “come 
out” to their friends in the LGBT community to 
bring attention to the uniqueness of their lives.
  A Q&A session followed and the event ended 
with socializing and networking to foster com-
munity and communication.
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Equality Illinois
CEO on germany
and ‘Vote Naked’
BY AnDREW DAviS

Equality Illinois CEO Bernard Cherkasov has seen 
and experienced a lot over the past few months. 
In an interview with Windy City Times, he dis-
cussed Illinois’ civil-unions measure, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel—and an innovative, 
very provocatively named voter-registration 
campaign. 
 Windy City Times: Let’s talk about “vote 
naked,” which is very provocative, of course. 
[note: The campaign was launched in con-
junction with Roosevelt University and Rock 
the vote.]
 Bernard Cherkasov: It does sound provocative 
and, in a way, that was the intent. Elections are 
so important, and [voting] is the citizens’ most 
tangible democratic right and is the most im-
portant opportunity to express their wishes and 
priorities. Unfortunately, in our society, citizens 
don’t exercise that right in the numbers that 
they should—and we thought, “How can we 
grab their attention? What can we do to make 
the process easier for them?”
 We thought we’d capitalize on the changes in 
the Illinois law that allow people to vote from 
home for any reason. And we thought, “It’s so 
easy you can do it from the privacy of your own 
home. You can do it naked.”
 WCT: Looking at the timing of this cam-
paign, is it geared toward any election in par-
ticular, such as the gubernatorial race?
 BC: Well, the reason we launched the cam-
paign is because we want it to coincide with 
the absentee ballot process. Election authorities 
can start processing applications as of [Sept. 
23]. We really wanted to time the campaign 
with the deadlines in the absentee process. So 
it had more to do with the electoral regulations 
than with any one election—[although] there is 
a lot at stake for our community in this election 
cycle. There are clear-cut choices for members of 
the LGBT community and our allies.
 Endorsements have not come out yet, but 
Equality Illinois PAC has already endorsed Gov. 
Quinn.
 WCT: Why was Quinn endorsed over Bill Bra-
dy and Scott Lee Cohen?
 BC: I think the PAC went with Gov. Quinn is 
because of his comprehensive approach to the 
problems facing the state of Illinois—in par-
ticular, regarding LGBT rights and key equality 
issues. He has stated his positions regarding 
progress in the area of LGBT equality, his plan 
for helping [LGBT] individuals secure equality. 
He believes in full equality for LGBT individuals 

in Illinois.
 WCT: Let’s switch subjects a bit. You met 
the German chancellor [recently].
 BC: I did. I was very honored to meet Federal 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. She was [honored] for 
her humanitarian work, for her commitment to 
equal rights in Germany—in particular, her work 
on German-Jewish relations in light of what 
happened in World War II and the lessons be-
ing incorporated into the treatment of minority 
groups.
 In her acceptance remarks, she talked about 
those lessons and how she takes those lessons 
to heart. She also talked about her commitment 
to equal rights for all minority groups in Ger-
many. She didn’t single out the LGBT community, 
but she talked about those lessons and being 
guided by them.
 WCT: i recently read that Foreign Minister 
Guido Westerwelle and his partner entered 
into a civil partnership.
 BC: They do have openly gay members of 
the cabinet. That’s fantastic [news]. Merkel is 
helping lead Europe by saying that you can be 
openly gay and be qualified to lead the largest 
economy in Europe in the 21st century.
 WCT: You also went over to Germany, in con-
nection with the Anti-Defamation League.
 BC: That’s right. I was very, very honored when 

the Anti-Defamation League offered me a chance 
to participate in the Leadership Mission. I met 
with government officials and community orga-
nizers to learn how modern Germany builds on 
the lessons of its history, and how it’s become 
a leader in respecting all of its citizens. We also 
met with Secretary Volker Beck, who is openly 
gay and is one of the most powerful members of 
Parliament.
 WCT: Did you get any sense of what Ger-
mans thought of the LGBT-rights movement 
in this country?
 BC: In many ways, they were surprised Amer-
ica—the land of the free—is still lagging on so 
many critical issues. Many people were simply 
stunned that the United States, which is in the 
middle of two wars and for whom the military is 
such a priority, won’t let openly gay, fully quali-
fied people serve. They just couldn’t understand 
why—when American soldiers and openly gay 
soldiers [from other countries] served side by 
side in such places as Afghanistan, with no low-
ering of morale—this was happening.
 Also, with employment discrimination, they 
were surprised we hadn’t made more headway. 
They couldn’t believe that people can be fired 
[based] on the perception of being gay, lesbian 
or bisexual.
 

 WCT: Bringing it back home to illinois, what 
is the status of the civil-unions bill?
 BC: The bill is still before the legislature, but 
the legislature is not in session. [In the mean-
time,] we have been working to educate the 
people of Illinois why civil unions are important, 
why people need full equality—but, ultimately, 
it’s in the hands of the legislature. 
 WCT: Do you feel like you’ve made any 
progress with the legislature from, say, a year 
ago?
 BC: One thing we’ve done is that when we 
hear personal stories from people across Illinois 
about being denied access to a partner in a hos-
pital, for example, we always encourage these 
folks to reach out to their state senators and 
representatives about why equal protections are 
necessary. And every time state senators and 
representatives hear those stories from constit-
uents, it brings us closer [to equality]. I don’t 
have a crystal ball, but I do know that we keep 
educating and hoping that it will be resolved 
very soon.
 See http://www.EQiL.org for more informa-
tion about Equality illinois. Find out more 
about “vote naked” at http://www.votenake-
dillinois.org.
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leAlan Jones’
upward climb
in Senate race
BY AnDREW DAviS

Most people may not have heard of LeAlan 
Jones—which seems to make him all the more 
determined to make his mark in a U.S. Senate 
race that has focused on Mark Kirk and Alexi 
Giannoulias. Jones, the Green Party candidate, 
talked with Windy City Times about the econo-
my; a debate with his foes; and LGBT rights and 
even the Pride Parade in a discussion that took 
an unexpected turn. 
 Windy City Times: Could you provide a little 
background about yourself?
 LeAlan Jones: I’m a 31-year-old Green Party 
candidate for the United States Senate. I have a 
journalist candidate and won a Peabody and the 
Robert F. Kennedy Grand Prize for [the documen-
tary] Our America: Life and Death on the South 
Side of Chicago. I’m also a volunteer football 
coach at Simeon Career Academy, which has the 
number-six football team in Illinois.
 WCT: Why do you think you’re the best can-
didate for the Senate?
 LJ: If you look at what’s going on and the is-
sues that people are facing—such as Americans 
being $6.6 trillion short regarding retirement, 
that people want to cut Social Security funding 
as well as raising the age when one qualifies for 
that—they present problems for baby boomers. 
We have schools that are underpreparing a gen-
eration of people to be viable in the economy. 
Also, the two major parties’ interest in helping 
people has been [surpassed] by their interest in 
helping corporations. If there was ever a time 
for a third-party candidate, that would be now. 
 WCT: You have something very interesting 
on your website: “When people ask me if i am 
a spoiler candidate, i ask them: ‘How do you 
spoil something that’s already rotten?’”
 LJ: Yeah, I don’t know how you do that. When 
you look at wages and cost of living—anything 
that demonstrates the productivity of the po-
litical process—they would get failing grades on 
[everything]. What we’re trying to do, as Green 
Party candidates, is to give people an oppor-
tunity to have a government that represents 
them.
 Wall Street has been the beneficiary of Repub-
licans and Democrats over the last decade. In 
terms of what happened over the Clinton admin-
istration, not a lot of people want to look at the 
Democratic policies—especially in places like 
Chicago. Nobody is talking about the fact that 
Clinton signed the crime-reform bill in [1994], 
and now we have more crime in 2010. Clinton 
signed the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act, which ba-
sically gutted the Taft-Hartley Act, if I’m being 
accurate. [Note: The measure Clinton signed re-
pealed part of the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933, 
which banned an institution from being a com-
bination of an insurance company, investment 
bank and a commercial bank.] That gutting cre-
ated the technology bubble that burst, which 
created the Enrons of the world and the hous-
ing market that boomed and busted. As much as 
that was Bush’s fault, it goes back to the Clinton 
administration as well. There’s this pendulum of 
peril that exists between both parties.
 WCT: What is the first thing that should be 
done to create jobs?
 LJ: We have to provide the liquidity to small 
and medium-sized businesses, those business 
that have the capacity to hire and redirect the 
economy. We can no longer support large cor-
porate entities that end up gutting local access 
to market, like Wal-Mart. Wal-Mart coming to 
Chicago is going to be a long-term inhibitor of 
job creation, as opposed to the couple thousand 
jobs they have provided.
 WCT: You also mention something about 

free ad time for all political candidates. i 
know this calls for speculation, but do you 
think that if you had a lot of money in your 
war chest that you’d be in favor of something 
like that?
 LJ: I want this to be a process of the people, 
and it’s not right now. Right now, the airwaves 
are being flooded by ads talking about what po-
litical candidates want to do in terms of help-
ing people; we saw those same ads that [former 
governors] Rod Blagojevich and George Ryan 
ran. It’s about selling political candidates.
 WCT: So your answer’s “yes?”
 LJ: Yes. That’s a part of democracy. It shouldn’t 
be about who has the most money; it should be 
about who has the most resolve to address the 
issues of the people.
 WCT: now let’s discuss LGBT issues. You 
have said that you’re in favor of marriage 
equality?
 LJ: I think so. I think it’s a slippery slope 
when the government starts dictating who has 
the right to express their freedom. Even though 
I may personally have difficulty with the issue, 
we live in a free society. Not long ago, African 
Americans were told they couldn’t marry whites. 
It’s not in the government’s best interest to dic-
tate what grown adults do. Again, my personal 
views should not trump society’s view at large.
 WCT: OK. What are your feelings regarding 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell?”
 LJ: It’s, again, one of those issues in which 
the government should not dictate. I do not 
support “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” A person has the 
right to be what he wants to be—especially if 
he’s representing the freedoms of everyone in 
this country.
 WCT: By the way, did you march in [this 
year’s] pride parade?
 LJ: Yes, I did. I’ll be honest with you, though: 
I was reticent doing it at first, being a hetero-
sexual man and a football coach, but I enjoyed 
doing it.
 WCT: i’m sorry: What does being a “football 
coach” have to do with the parade?
 LJ: Football is such a masculine, testosterone-
driven sport. I had to explain to the kids that 
we have to be tolerant of all people, but I had 
fun at the parade. Usually, transgender issues 
are not discussed in the African-American com-
munity, but I’ve become more open and toler-
ant. It’s about humanity.
 WCT: OK, because there are [LGBT] people 
who play football and all other sports. i play 
lots of sports, and follow pro and college 
football [religiously].
 LJ: In the African-American community, ho-
mosexuality is still a taboo subject. People need 
to understand that the larger issue is humanity. 
We have such a void in society regarding toler-
ance of each other.
 WCT: Are you concerned that you might not 
be included in debates with your opponents 
because of poll numbers? [On his website, 
Jones is urging supporters to call nBC and 
end its blackout of him; he is apparently cur-
rently excluded from a Meet the press debate 
scheduled for Oct. 10.]
 LJ: In one poll, we’re at 4 percent, which 

would qualify us for a debate. I think it’d be a 
disservice not to have me in the debate when 
you consider that the two major candidates have 
not talked about the issues that are relevant to 
the people; they’re talking about each other. 
 WCT: Was there anything you wanted to 
add?
 LJ: I am a candidate who supports all com-
munities, [regardless] of gender, sex, sexual ori-
entation or race. I’d hope that the LGBT commu-
nity realizes that I’m willing to work with them 
on the issues that are important to them, as well 
as issues such as education and small-business 
creation. The LGBT community has a voice, and 
I’d like to build a culture of tolerance with ev-
eryone. That, in itself, would have economic 
benefits to society at large.
 See http://www.lealanforsenate.org.

Comptroller candidate
unveils lgBT plan
 State Rep. David Miller, the Democratic nomi-
nee for state comptroller, has outlined four key 
policy measures aimed at promoting LGBT equal-
ity, according to a press release.
 “As a statewide constitutional officer, I will be 

a strong voice for the rights of the LGBT com-
munity,” said Miller. “I will encourage all of my 
fellow officers, and legislators, to do the same. 
I will ensure that all my employees are afforded 
dignity, respect and employment protections re-
gardless of their sexual orientation. I will have a 
zero tolerance policy for discrimination against 
any members of the LGBT community.”
 Miller has pledged to:
 —Work with the legislature to enact legis-
lation prohibiting the awarding of state con-
tracts to companies that discriminate against 
LGBT employees;  
 —Incorporate LGBT sensitivity training within 
the comptrollers’ office annual ethics training;
 —Strongly encourage state vendors and con-
tractors to offer domestic partnership benefits 
to their employees; and
 —Continue Dan Hynes’ policy of extending 
equal benefits to domestic partners of the comp-
trollers’ office employees.
 Miller is running against Judy Baar Topinka, a 
Republican who is a former state treasurer and 
gubernatorial candidate. Topinka, unlike most 
members of her party, has a strong following in 
the LGBT community.
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 Supporters and friends of the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame opened their pocket-
books at Sidetrack Sept. 21 to bid on a fabulous array of silent and live auction items. Beth 
Kelly, chair of The Chicago Commission on Human Relations’ Advisory Council on Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender issues (CCHRACLGBTi), advisory council director /community 
liaison Bill Greaves and volunteers were on hand to make sure the fundraiser went smooth-
ly.
 Emcee Circuit MOM and auctioneers C.C. Carter, Wayne Johnson and Mitch pennell upped 
the ante with lively charm and humor. Successful bids on artwork, LGBT memorabilia, celeb-
rity tours and dinner; tickets to cultural events; and retail-therapy gift certificates raised, 
according to Greaves, “about $11,000 overall.” The CCHRACLGBTi will induct 11 new honor-
ees into the the country’s only queer-focused hall of fame at a public ceremony nov. 10 at 
the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph. See http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/gay/
lesbian/news/ARTiCLE.php?AiD=28620 for details and list of 2010 inductees. Text by Micki 
Leventhal; pics by Leventhal and Kat Fitzgerald (Mysticimagesphotography.com) photos and 
text by Micki Leventhal

hall of Fame holds auction
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What is the most important information I 
should know about KALETRA? 
KALETRA may cause serious side effects, 
including:
• Interactions with other medicines. It is 

important to know the medicines that should 
not be taken with KALETRA. Read the section 
“What should I tell my doctor before taking 
KALETRA?” 

• Changes in your heart rhythm and the electrical 
activity of your heart. These changes may be 
seen on an EKG (electrocardiogram) and can lead to 
serious heart problems. Your risk for these problems 
may be higher if you: 
° already have a history of abnormal heart rhythm or 

other types of heart disease.
° take other medicines that can affect your heart 

rhythm while you take KALETRA.
Tell your doctor right away if you have any of these 
symptoms while taking KALETRA: 
• dizziness
• lightheadedness
• fainting
• sensation of abnormal heartbeats
See the section below “What are the possible side 
effects of KALETRA?” for more information about 
serious side effects.

What is KALETRA?
KALETRA is a prescription anti-HIV medicine that 
contains two medicines: lopinavir and ritonavir. 
KALETRA is called a protease inhibitor that is used 
with other anti-HIV-1 medicines to treat people with 
human immunodefi ciency virus (HIV-1) infection. 
HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Defi ciency Syndrome). 
It is not known if KALETRA is safe and effective in 
children under 14 days old.

Who should not take KALETRA?
• Do not take KALETRA if you are taking certain 

medicines. For more information about medicines 
you should not take with KALETRA, please see 
“Can I take other medicines with KALETRA?” 
and consult with your doctor about all other 
medicines you take.

KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra) 
(lopinavir/ritonavir) Tablets
KALETRA® (kuh-LEE-tra) 
(lopinavir/ritonavir) Oral Solution

CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR 
FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION

Patient Information
Read the Medication Guide that comes with KALETRA before you start taking it and each time you get a refi ll. There may 
be new information. This information does not take the place of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or 
treatment. You and your doctor should talk about your treatment with KALETRA before you start taking it and at regular 
check-ups. You should stay under your doctor’s care when taking KALETRA. 

• Do not take KALETRA if you have an allergy to 
KALETRA or any of its ingredients, including ritonavir 
and lopinavir. 

What should I tell my doctor before 
taking KALETRA?
KALETRA may not be right for you. Tell your doctor 
about all your medical conditions, including if you:
• have any heart problems, including if you have a 

condition called Congenital Long QT Syndrome.
• have liver problems, including Hepatitis B or 

Hepatitis C.
• have diabetes.
• have hemophilia. People who take KALETRA may 

have increased bleeding.
• have low potassium in your blood.
• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not 

known if KALETRA will harm your unborn baby. Birth 
control pills or patches may not work as well while 
you take KALETRA. To prevent pregnancy while taking 
KALETRA, women who take birth control pills or use 
estrogen patch for birth control should either use a 
different type of birth control or an extra form of birth 
control. Talk to your doctor about how to prevent 
pregnancy while taking KALETRA. 

• take KALETRA during pregnancy, talk with your doctor 
about how you can take part in an antiretroviral 
pregnancy registry. The purpose of the pregnancy 
registry is to follow the health of you and your baby. 

• are breast-feeding. Do not breast-feed if you are 
taking KALETRA. You should not breast-feed if you 
have HIV-1. If you are a woman who has or will have 
a baby while taking KALETRA, talk with your doctor 
about the best way to feed your baby. If your baby 
does not already have HIV-1, there is a chance that 
HIV-1 can be passed to your baby through your breast 
milk. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and non-prescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. Many medicines 
interact with KALETRA. Do not start taking a new 
medicine without telling your doctor or pharmacist. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe to take KALETRA with 
other medicines. Your doctor may need to change the 
dose of other medicines while you take KALETRA. 

Medicines you should not take with KALETRA.

Serious problems or death can happen if you take 
these medicines with KALETRA:
• ergot containing medicines, including: 

° ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, Migergot, Ergomar, 
Ergostat, Medihaler Ergotamine, Wigraine, 
Wigrettes) 

° dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Embolex, 
Migranal®) 

° ergonovine, ergonovine and methylergonovine 
(Ergotrate, Methergine), ergotamine and 
methylergonovine

° Ergotrate Maleate, methylergonovine maleate 
(Methergine)

• triazolam (Halcion®), midazolam hydrochloride oral 
syrup 

• pimozide (Orap®) 
• the cholesterol lowering medicines lovastatin 

(Mevacor®) or simvastatin (Zocor®) 
• sildenafi l (Revatio®) only when used for the 

treatment of pulmonary arterial hypertension. (See 
“Medicines that may need changes” and “What are 
the possible side effects of Kaletra?” for information 
about the use of sildenafi l for erectile problems.) 

• alfuzosin (Uroxatral®) 
Medicines that you should not take with KALETRA 
since they may make KALETRA not work as well:
• the herbal supplement St. John’s Wort (hypericum 

perforatum)
• rifampin (Rimactane®, Rifadin®, Rifater®, or 

Rifamate®) 
Medicines that may need changes:
• birth control pills that contain estrogen (“the pill”) or 

the birth control (contraceptive) patches
• certain anticancer medicines, such as nilotinib 

(Tasigna®) and dasatinib (Sprycel®) 
• certain cholesterol lowering medicines, such as 

atorvastatin (Lipitor®) or rosuvastatin (Crestor®) 
• certain other antiretroviral medicines, such as 

efavirenz (Atripla® and Sustiva®), nevirapine 
(Viramune®), amprenavir (Agenerase®) and nelfi navir 
(Viracept®) 

• anti-seizure medicines, such as phenytoin (Dilantin®) 
carbamazepine, (Tegretol®), phenobarbital 

• medicines for erectile problems, such as sildenafi l 
(Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®), or vardenafi l (Levitra®) 
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• medicines for tuberculosis (TB), such as rifabutin 
(Mycobutin®) 

• inhaled steroid medicines, such as fl uticasone 
propionate (Flonase®) 

• inhaled medicines such as salmeterol (Serevent®) 
or salmeterol in combination with fl uticasone 
propionate (Advair®). Your doctor may need to 
change to a different medicine 

• medicines for gout, such as colchicine (Colcrys®) 
• medicines to treat pulmonary arterial hypertension 

(PAH), such as bosentan (Tracleer®) or tadalafi l 
(Adcirca®) 

• pain medicines, such as fentanyl (Duragesic®, 
IonsysTM, Fentora®) and methadone 

If you are not sure if you are taking a medicine 
above, ask your doctor.

How should I take KALETRA?
• Take KALETRA every day exactly as prescribed by 

your doctor.
• It is very important to set up a dosing schedule and 

follow it every day.
• Do not change your treatment or stop treatment 

without fi rst talking with your doctor.
• Swallow KALETRA tablets whole. Do not chew, 

break, or crush KALETRA tablets.
• KALETRA tablets can be taken with or without food.
• If you are taking both Videx® (didanosine) and 

KALETRA: 
° didanosine can be taken at the same time as 

KALETRA tablets, without food.
° take didanosine either one hour before or two 

hours after taking KALETRA oral solution.
• Do not miss a dose of KALETRA. This could make the 

virus harder to treat. If you forget to take KALETRA, 
take the missed dose right away. If it is almost time 
for your next dose, do not take the missed dose. 
Instead, follow your regular dosing schedule by 
taking your next dose at its regular time. Do not take 
more than one dose of KALETRA at one time. 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of 
KALETRA, call your local poison control center or 
emergency room right away.

• Take KALETRA oral solution with food to help it work 
better.

• If KALETRA is being used for your child, tell your 
doctor if your child’s weight changes.

• KALETRA should not be given one time each day in 
children. When giving KALETRA to your child, give 
KALETRA exactly as prescribed. 

• KALETRA oral solution contains a large amount of 
alcohol. 
° If a young child drinks more than the 

recommended dose, it could make them sick from 
too much alcohol. Contact your local poison control 
center or emergency room right away. 

° Talk with your doctor if you take or plan to take 
metronidazole or disulfi ram. You can have severe 
nausea and vomiting if you take these medicines 
with KALETRA. 

• When your KALETRA supply starts to run low, get 
more from your doctor or pharmacy. It is important 
not to run out of KALETRA. The amount of HIV-1 virus 
in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time. The virus may become resistant 
to KALETRA and become harder to treat. 

• KALETRA can be taken with acid reducing agents 
used for heartburn or refl ux such as omeprazole 
(Prilosec®) and ranitidine (Zantac®) with no dose 
adjustment. 

• KALETRA should not be administered once daily in 
combination with carbamazepine (Tegretol® and 
Epitol®), phenobarbital (Luminal®), or phenytoin 
(Dilantin®). 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV infection. 
KALETRA does not stop you from passing HIV infection 
to others. Do not share needles, other injection 
equipment or personal items that can have blood 
or body fl uids on them, like toothbrushes and razor 
blades. Always practice safer sex by using a latex or 
polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. 

What are the possible side effects of 
KALETRA?
KALETRA can cause serious side effects. 
• See “What is the most important information I 

should know about KALETRA?”
• Liver problems. Liver problems, including death, 

can happen in people who take KALETRA. Blood tests 
in people who take KALETRA may show possible 
liver problems. People with liver disease such as 
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C who take KALETRA may 
have worsening liver disease. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these signs and 
symptoms of liver problems: 
° loss of appetite
° yellow skin and whites of eyes (jaundice)
° dark-colored urine
° pale colored stools, itchy skin
° stomach area (abdominal) pain.

• Inflammation of the pancreas (pancreatitis). 
Some people who take KALETRA get infl ammation of 
the pancreas which may be serious and cause death. 
You have a higher chance of getting pancreatitis if 
you have had it before. Tell your doctor if you have 
nausea, vomiting, or abdominal pain while taking 
KALETRA. These may be signs of pancreatitis. 

• Increases in certain fat (triglycerides and 
cholesterol) levels in your blood. Large increases 
of triglycerides and cholesterol can be seen in blood 
test results of some people who take KALETRA. 
The long-term chance of getting complications 
such as heart attacks or stroke due to increases in 
triglycerides and cholesterol caused by protease 
inhibitors is not known at this time. 

• Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia). 
Some people who take protease inhibitors including 
KALETRA get new or more serious diabetes, or high 
blood sugar. Tell your doctor if you notice an increase 
in thirst or urinate often while taking KALETRA. 

• Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat in 
some people who take antiretroviral therapy. These 
changes may include increased amount of fat in the 
upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and 
around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at 
this time. 

• Increased bleeding for hemophiliacs. Some 
people with hemophilia have increased bleeding 
with protease inhibitors including KALETRA. 

• Increased risk of certain problems when you 
take medicines used for the treatment of 
erectile problems such as sildenafil (Viagra®  ), 
tadalafil (Cialis®  ), or vardenafil (Levitra®  ) with 
KALETRA:
° low blood pressure. If you get dizzy or faint, you 

need to lie down. Tell your doctor if you feel dizzy, 
or have fainting spells.

° vision changes. Tell your doctor right away if you 
have vision changes.

° penis erection lasting more than 4 hours. If you 
are a male and have an erection that lasts longer 
than 4 hours, get medical help right away to avoid 
permanent damage to your penis. Your doctor can 
explain these symptoms to you. 

• Allergic reactions. Skin rashes, some of them 
severe, can occur in people who take KALETRA. Tell 
your healthcare provider if you had a rash when you 
took another medicine for your HIV infection or if you 
notice any skin rash when you take KALETRA. 

Common side effects of KALETRA include: 
• diarrhea
• nausea
• stomach area (abdominal) pain
• feeling weak
• vomiting
• headache
• upset stomach
These are not all of the possible side effects of 
KALETRA. For more information, ask your doctor or 
pharmacist. Tell your doctor about any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-
1088. 

How should I store KALETRA?
KALETRA tablets:
• Store KALETRA tablets at room temperature, 

between 59°F to 86°F (15°C to 30°C).
• Do not keep KALETRA tablets out of the container 

it comes in for longer than 2 weeks, especially in 
areas where there is a lot of humidity. Keep the 
container closed tightly. 

KALETRA oral solution:
• Store KALETRA oral solution in a refrigerator, 

between 36°F to 46°F (2°C to 8°C). KALETRA oral 
solution that is kept refrigerated may be used until 
the expiration date printed on the label. 

03-A387-Kaletra-CB-9x10.5(2.5).indd   2 8/2/10   11:15 AM

www.positivepartnershipprogram.com


Sept. 29, 2010 WINDY CITY TIMES20

DO NOT RE-SIZE
Ad unit Project # must match this project # 039-418110

• KALETRA oral solution that is stored at room 
temperature (less than 77°F or 25°C) should be 
used within 2 months.

• Keep KALETRA away from high heat.
Throw away any medicine that is out of date or that 
you no longer need.
Keep KALETRA and all medicines out of the reach 
of children.
General information about KALETRA
KALETRA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. The long-term 
effects of KALETRA are not known at this time. People 
taking KALETRA may still get opportunistic infections 
or other conditions that happen with HIV-1 infection. 
Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus 
infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) 
infections.
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Medication Guide. Do not 
use KALETRA for a condition for which it was not 
prescribed. Do not give KALETRA to other people, even 
if they have the same condition you have. It may harm 
them. 
This Medication Guide summarizes the most important 
information about KALETRA. If you would like more 
information, talk with your doctor. You can ask your 
pharmacist or doctor for information about KALETRA 
that is written for health professionals. For more 
information about KALETRA call 1-800-633-9110 or 
go to www.KALETRA.com. 

What are the ingredients in KALETRA? 
Active ingredient: lopinavir and ritonavir
Inactive ingredients: 
KALETRA 200 mg lopinavir and 50 mg ritonavir 
tablets: copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal 
silicon dioxide, and sodium stearyl fumarate. The 
fi lm coating contains: hypromellose, titanium dioxide, 
polyethylene glycol 400, hydroxypropyl cellulose, talc, 
colloidal silicon dioxide, polyethylene glycol 3350, 
yellow ferric oxide 172, and polysorbate 80. 
KALETRA 100 mg lopinavir and 25 mg ritonavir 
tablets: copovidone, sorbitan monolaurate, colloidal 
silicon dioxide, and sodium stearyl fumarate. The fi lm 
coating contains: polyvinyl alcohol, titanium dioxide, 
talc, polytheylene glycol 3350, and yellow ferric oxide 
E172. 
KALETRA oral solution: acesulfame potassium, 
alcohol, artifi cial cotton candy fl avor, citric acid, 
glycerin, high fructose corn syrup, Magnasweet-110 
fl avor, menthol, natural and artifi cial vanilla fl avor, 
peppermint oil, polyoxyl 40 hydrogenated castor oil, 
povidone, propylene glycol, saccharin sodium, sodium 
chloride, sodium citrate, and water. 
KALETRA oral solution contains 42.4% alcohol 
(v/v). “See How should I take KALETRA?”. 

KALETRA Tablets, 200 mg lopinavir/50 mg ritonavir
Manufactured by Abbott Pharmaceuticals PR Ltd., 
Barceloneta, PR 00617
for Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
KALETRA Tablets, 100 mg lopinavir/25 mg ritonavir and 
KALETRA Oral Solution
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL 60064, U.S.A. 
2010, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

* The brands listed are trademarks of their respective 
owners and are not trademarks of Abbott Laboratories. 
The makers of these brands are not affi liated with and 
do not endorse Abbott Laboratories or its products. 

This Medication Guide has been approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration.

Ref: 03-A387-R8
Revised: June, 2010
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Chuck Evans: Server, listener, 
neighborhood gem
The Town Hall cops know him. The Boystown bar-staff who clock out near 
dawn also know him well. In fact, most Lakeview East residents, who thrive 
on the neighborhood’s local flair, know Chuck Evans at Melrose Restaurant 
(3233 N. Broadway). He’s worked there for over a decade, and very morning 
he commutes some 30 miles to the north side eatery to greet his regulars. 
Better put, his regulars come to see him.
 They are the kinds of reciprocal relationships that might otherwise be 
perceived in urban delis during simpler times, before a work e-mail could 
spoil your Reuben. Regulars come in and head straight to Evans’ section, 
or they’ll wait until one of his tables opens up, even when other spots are 
clearly available. He knows them by name and often has their orders placed 
before they sit down. It’s a chummy scene. Behind the familiar exchanges, 
though, Evans has a pulse on their backstories: Their ups and downs, family 
situations, and their health. You can sense a shared a history.
 “A lot has changed since I moved here in ‘81. It was a rough neighbor-
hood back then. It was also a real heyday for the boys until AIDS hit us 
hard. Seems like I lost half my friends and co-workers. So, it makes my day 
to see some of my regulars. And, when I don’t see them, especially my older 
customers, I get concerned, “ Evans said. 
 For his fans, no doubt, the feeling is mutual. In 2003, Evans grappled 
with his own health problems and had to be hospitalized before undergoing 
weeks of rehabilitative therapy. He was unable to work for several months. 
 “They came to the hospital, offered to help out wherever they could.  One 
of my regulars, Steve, was there three or four times a week. That’s what 
stands out, knowing that you’re needed,” Evans recalled.
 To the uninitiated, Evans is more like a concierge, sans the pomp and cir-
cumstance. His relaxed, yet confident demeanor makes him a prime target 
for chatty Cathy sorts (a potential nightmare during a brunch rush). None-
theless, he’s a good sport. He doles out the 411 on where to go and what 
to do. He chats with parents about the gayborhood their sons are itching 
to move into. And, like any local expert, he talks a little baseball (even 
though he’s a Sox fan).
 He’s been in the restaurant biz for 40 years (as an owner, manager, server, 
and cook). He has seen Lakeview go from rags to riches to strollers. And, 
he’s not burned out in the slightest.
 “This is the best neighborhood in Chicago. It’s where I married my hus-
band, Doug of 15 years. I still enjoy coming to work. I really do. I can’t 
believe it after all these years,” he said. 
 So, with the countless number of hip foodie hangouts in Lakeview, why 
go see Chuck? As one patron told me, “Because he adds a personal touch 
in a big city full of assholes.” Yes, Chicagoans are tough. Still, there’s no 
denying that a good feeling goes a long way, especially when it come to 
customer service, or a kind ear. 

GAYin the
a

LIFE

You can also view each issue as a 
PDF on your iPad through 

www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

DOWNLOAD THE

iPhone
app

www.womenandchildrenfirst.com


The controversy
surrounding
Bishop Long
Bishop Eddie Long is pastor of New Birth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Lithonia, a suburb of 
Atlanta, Ga. Some people think he is extremely 
successful to have grown his congregation from 
150 people in 1987 to over 25,000 in 2010, in-
cluding a satellite New Birth Baptist Church in 
Charlotte, N.C. Many others question his osten-
tatious lifestyle. Bishop Long lives in a $1.2-mil-
lion mansion, drives a $350,000 Bentley sedan 
and owns a private jet.
 The Feb. 10, 2004 Washington Blade details 
how Long led a march of thousands of people to 
support an amendment to Georgia’s state consti-
tution to ban gay marriage.
 Former NAACP Chairman Julian Bond boycot-
ted Coretta Scott King’s funeral because it was 
held at New Birth M.B. Church. Bond felt that 
Long’s strident and persistent opposition to 
civil-rights protections contradicted Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s message of civil rights for all and 
Coretta Scott King’s support of rights for LGBT 
people. In recent years, Long called for a fed-
eral ban on same-sex marriage. He is well known 
across the country and quite influential in Black 
religious and gospel music circles.
 On Sept. 22, 2010 national network news out-
lets announced that three young men filed pa-
pers in DeKalb County, Ga., civil court against 
Long. Most Black religious folk, nationwide, were 
shocked by the allegations: that Long gave the 
men (now about 20 to 24 years old) expensive 
gifts, electronic hardware, a Chevy Malibu and 
numerous trips to Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Kenya 
and South Africa. While at these and numerous 
other distant vacation spots it is alleged Long 
shared hotel rooms with the young men; they 
were allegedly lured, coerced or pressured into 
fellatio with Long. These trips took place from 
about 2007 to recent months. The civil court pa-
pers filed against Long are readily available on 
the Internet. 
 A fourth young man, from the Charlotte, N.C., 
New Birth Baptist Church filed a civil suit against 
Long Sept. 24, 2010.
 Some Internet sources suggest that up to 16 
more young men may yet file similar civil court 
papers.
 In many megachurches, the congregation idol-
izes the pastor, hold him above reproach and 
support the view that the pastor always knows 
best. Very large church buildings may bind the 
congregation to the need of unending fundrais-
ing to meet the church’s mortgage and to meet 
heating, cooling and maintenance costs that are 
higher now than anticipated. The current severe 
recession, and prolonged joblessness among 
church members may not have been foreseen.
 The uproar over these allegations has produced 
varying perspectives. On Sunday Sept. 26, 2010, 
Long spoke to media about the allegations, say-
ing from his pulpit, “I am not the man being 
portrayed on the tv. I am not a perfect man, but 
this thing I’m gonna fight.” Individual churches 
and many gospel television and radio broadcasts 
called for Christians to pray for Long to be re-
stored to renewed faithfulness, and to a more 
Christ—like way of living.
 Unfortunately for Long, many people with 
more secular ways of living are jaded and feel 
cynicism toward perceived hypocrisy. There 
have been so many examples of scandalous and 
outrageous behavior in recent years! Stridently 
anti-gay Florida Republican Congressman Mark 

Foley sent sexually explicit e-mail to young male 
congressional pages. Rev. Ted Haggard and Tiger 
Woods were in the gossip news for weeks. Why 
didn’t Long learn from those bad examples of in-
fidelity, if the rumors are true? Did Long not care 
about the potential hurt feelings of his wife? 
One can only imagine the long-term emotional 
trauma Long’s four children will have to endure.
 Mr. Roland Martin, formerly of Chicago’s WVON 
AM 1690 talk radio and now a CNN political ana-
lyst, called for Long to remove himself from the 
pulpit while the allegations are being resolved. 
Martin said, “Long, your congregation and the 
world don’t want to hear excuses. They don’t 
want ambiguity.”
 Martin went on to say, “Your motto at New 
Birth for years has been ‘Taking Authority.’ This 
is the time for you to live that credo out be-
fore your flock, no matter what the outcome will 
be.”
 NEWSONE, an Internet site specializing in 
news about African Americans, claims to have 
uncovered a letter through Mediatakeout.com, 
sent from Jamal Harris, one of the four men who 
filed a multiple count civil suit in this case, to 
Bishop Eddie Long. It says, in part, “You are not 
human, you are a monster, you have made me 
one to those who care and cared about me and 
now I see the world like I see you, evil, cor-
rupted and full of lies.” 

 In May 2009 I published a book that seeks to 
show the historic connection of racism with het-
erosexism. Writing it was a way to channel my 
frustration and anger about the ways Bishop Ed-
die Long and other Blacks in Dixie oppose civil 
rights for the LGBT community.
 AFRICAN AMERICA’s 3rd Rail: SGL has not yet 
become popular. Some people don’t like examin-
ing scripture, and think it is too much trouble 
to attempt to try to educate Christian conserva-
tives. Others have moved on to a spiritual life 
not connected with organized religion, or have 
embraced the Buddhist faith, or are agnostic 
now. Some friends would rather wait until it is 
available on DVD.       
   My opinion is that Christian liberals and pro-
gressives have made the matter of what the 

Bible says and does not say about same gender 
loving (SGL) people too complicated for this age 
of sound bites. I sought to create easy to under-
stand talking points.
 First: In the Old Testament, Ezekiel 16:49 says, 
“Behold Sodom, she and her daughters had pride, 
surfeit of food, and prosperous ease, but did not 
aid the poor and needy.” In America, from 1619 
to 1863, “the poor and needy” were slaves. It 
was in the economic interest of wealthy Ameri-
cans to make it a serious crime to teach slaves 
English. Very few Americans back then knew 
Greek, Hebrew or other original languages of the 
Bible. Therefore it was easier to teach that the 
Iniquity of Sodom was about an attempted ho-
mosexual rape at Lot’s door (in Genesis 19). Not 
to do so would have required the abolition of 
slavery hundreds of years before the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation and 13th Amendment.
 Second: In the New Testament, 1st Corinthians 
6:9 says ARSENOKOITAI (Greek language word 
for “homosexual rapist”) and MALAKOI (Greek 
language word for “homosexual prostitute”) may 
not enter the kingdom of heaven. Is it moral for 
a man to rape a woman? No. Is it same-gender 
lovemaking when a man rapes a man? No. Do 
21st-century Christian conservatives abuse this 
scripture to argue against gay marriage? Yes. Is 
prostitution sometimes the end result of eco-
nomic privation, such as the need for money to 
feed an addiction? Yes. Would it be worthwhile 
to “judge not, lest ye be judged,” when consid-
ering prostitution?
 Third: Did Long ever teach that the iniquity of 
Sodom was about pride, wealth and inhospitality 
to the poor? Or does Long exploit the prejudice 
many Baptists have against gays with emotional 
sermons about Sodom to increase offerings? Why 
am I, a same-gender-loving man, personally ac-
countable for an attempted homosexual gang 
rape at Lot’s door some 2000 years before I was 
born? 
 Fourth: Other scriptures abused to bash LGBT 
people are based on the heterosexist fiction that 
100% of all people are born heterosexual. The 
bashing of LGBT people with those other scrip-
tures is based on the fiction that people willfully 
choose to have same gender attraction.
 Fifth: Now is the time for same-gender-loving 
people to support the numerous civic, social, 
athletic, religious and other groups around to-
day that acknowledge, appreciate, affirm and ac-
cept the LGBT community. We should encourage 
PFLAG in order to build bridges to our families, 
friends and allies. We must quit pretending that 
same gender attraction is “personal and pri-
vate.” Aggressive conservative efforts to enact 
constitutional bans on same-sex marriage and 
efforts to block civil-rights protections of your 
employment, military service, etc., are very pub-
lic matters. 
 The controversy surrounding Long is much big-
ger than one person. It calls into question mat-
ters of organized heterosexism; the enormous 
gap between rich and poor people; the need for 
total honesty pertaining to affairs of the heart; 
and the need to hold powerful leaders account-
able. 
 Thank you for your consideration of this es-
say. For comments or questions about it, e-mail 
MaxsonnCS@aol.com or Andrew@WindyCityMe-
diaGroup.com.
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.”   —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, inc.
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SCOTTISH PLAY SCOTT

Barbara Gaines:
A Chicago arts
success story
BY SCOTT C. MORGAn
 
Barbara Gaines is a shining example of a Chicago 
arts success story. 
 As the founder and artistic director Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, Gaines shepherded the 
company from a small troupe performing above 
the now-closed Red Lion Pub in 1986 to its spar-
kling $23 million venue at Navy Pier in 1999. 
Since then Chicago Shakespeare Theater has 
continued to grow and was honored in 2008 
with a Regional Theatre Tony Award.
 But one thing Gaines has never done is stage 
an opera. That changes in October when Gaines 
makes her operatic directing debut at the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago with a brand new production of 
Verdi’s Macbeth from 1847 (also revised by the 
composer for a Paris production in 1865).  
 Lyric Opera general director Bill Mason ap-
proached Gaines about three years ago to direct 
Macbeth with famed American baritone Thomas 
Hampson in the title role.  
 “It just seemed to make sense,” said Mason, 
who boasted that he and his wife have been 
long-time Chicago Shakespeare Theater sub-
scribers dating back to the company’s days 
at the Ruth Page Center for the Arts. “Verdi’s 
Macbeth is not Shakespeare’s Macbeth and the 
preparation and the work that she’s put into this 
has just been remarkable. I’ve always admired 
her work and her as a person.” 
 When interviewed via telephone during a re-
hearsal break, Gaines was very modest about her 
new commanding role at the Lyric. 
 “Look, it’s my first opera so I’m not going to 
pretend that I’m an old hand at this,” Gaines 
said. “So I look for all the help and wisdom and 
guidance that I can find.”

 Gaines immersed herself in Verdi’s score and 
worked with Italian and musical coaches to dis-
cover how the music and Italian text made her 
feel. She says it’s not unlike when she plans on 
directing a Shakespeare play—finding out how 
the musicality of the language itself shapes her 
perception of the work. 
 Gaines wanted to “really understand each word 
and the meaning of each word so I could con-

nect it to the crescendos.” Gaines intense fa-
miliarity with Shakespeare’s original play also 
proved to be helpful in researching the opera.
 “Verdi stayed very close to it, Gaines said. “He 
cut it greatly, but in some ways I think he im-
proved the text” in terms of the depictions of 
the main characters and reducing the stage time 
for minor characters. Gaines also loves the huge 
choral piece Verdi included that gives voice to 
the country’s war-torn refugees.
 Following the advice of Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater associate director Gary Griffin (who 
made his Lyric directing debut last season with 
The Merry Widow and stages The Mikado for the 
company this season), Gaines hired a production 
team that she “trusts and loves.” Along with set 
designer James Noone, costume designer Virgil 
C. Johnson and lighting designer Robert Wierzel, 
Gaines is setting this Macbeth in a sort of time-
less era.
 “I wasn’t very interested in going Elizabethan 
or in the year 1100—I’ve done all that and I 
thought for our production, since I have so 
much imagination in the people around me, let’s 
create a new world that could have happened 
thousands of years ago or today,” Gaines said. 
“Let’s face it, the core of this play is as old as 
life on this planet—people who want to control 
other people. I hope I touch upon this in a way 
that is more universal than just a specific pe-
riod.”   
 Gaines also insisted on working with a cast 
of singing actors who would be willing to ex-
plore the characters along with her. When inter-
viewed, Gaines was about to start staging the 
work with Hampson and German soprano Nadja 
Michael who portrays Lady Macbeth. Though it’s 
Gaines’ first time directing these opera stars, she 
has chatted directly with both of them far in 
advance about where they think the characters 
stand psychologically and with their motiva-
tions. 
 With Macbeth, Gaines joins a distinguished 
roster of local Chicago theater directors who 
have worked for Lyric. In addition to Griffin, 
Gaines joins the ranks of Court Theatre’s Charles 

Newell (Regina), Steppenwolf Theatre’s Frank 
Galati (La Traviata, The Voyage of Edgar Allan 
Poe, A View from the Bridge) and the Goodman 
Theatre’s Robert Falls (The Consul, Susannah). 
Chicago-based opera director Harry Silverstein is 
also at the Lyric this season, staging a revival of 
Carmen.
  “My God, the theatrical talent we have here,” 
said Lyric Opera’s Mason, noting that many so 
great European opera directors got their start as 
great theater directors. “So yeah, you do want 
to utilize that talent in your own back yard.”  
 Court Theatre artistic director Charles Newell, 
who co-directs the Gershwins’ 1935 opera Porgy 
and Bess at his company later this season, is 
glad to see Gaines making her operatic directing 
debut at Lyric.
 “This is the theatrical capital of our country, 
and so the Lyric Opera is very smart in looking 
to Chicago artists of all kinds to be doing the 
best work at their place as well,” Newell said. “It 
was a thrill just to be in that space and get an 
opportunity to work at that scale and with those 
kinds of resources.” 
 When asked if she had ambitions to direct 
other operas, Gaines demurred at naming an op-
eratic wish list.
 “What I did say at the beginning was there’s 
going to be no talk of anything until I com-
pletely finish the process,” Gaines said, noting 
that she loves her job at Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, but is also enjoying being so close the 
music while working at the Lyric Opera. “Since 
I’m in the middle of it, I’m just in ‘Macbethland’ 
right now.”
 The Lyric Opera of Chicago’s new production 
of verdi’s Macbeth plays nine performances 
at the Civic Opera House, 20 n. Wacker, in-
cluding the gala opening night at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 1 ($75-$600). Other performances are 
at 7:30 p.m. Oct, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 30 and 
at 2 p.m. Oct. 21 and 24. Regular run tick-
ets are $33-$207. The opera is performed 
in italian with projected English titles. Call 
312-332-2244 ext. 5600 or visit http://www.
lyricopera.org.

GOINGS-ON WINDY CITY TIMES’ ENTERTAINMENT SECTION

Gay fave James Franco (above) takes on the role of the late gay poet Allen Ginsburg in the movie Howl. See page 30.

THEATER 
Oh, Canada.

page 32.
Photo by Amy Matheny

nikki situation.
page 27. 
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in the ‘Heights.’
page 24. 

Photo by Suzanne Plunkett
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THEATER REVIEWS

Wuthering Heights 
playwright: Christina Calvit based 
upon the novel by Emily Brontë
At: Lifeline Theatre, 6912 n. Glenwood 
phone: 773-761-4477; $32-$35
Runs through: Oct. 31

Thieves Like Us 
playwright: Damon Kiely based upon 
the novel by Edward Anderson
At: The House Theatre of Chicago 
at Chopin Theatre, 1543 W. Division
phone: 773-769-3832; $25-$29
Runs through: Oct. 30

BY SCOTT C. MORGAn

Transforming dramas from literary pages to live 
stages can be difficult. Two adaptations of nov-
els recently opened in Chicago to varying de-
grees of success.
 First, the bad news: Emily Brontë’s classic Vic-
torian novel Wuthering Heights proves to be too 
much to bite off for Lifeline Theatre. 
 Adaptor Christina Calvit misses the mark in 
condensing down Brontë’s overly passionate 
work into an easily digested evening of enter-
tainment. And director Elise Kauzlaric wasn’t 
successful in staging the novel’s multiple loca-
tions with a cast that probably won’t sync with 
many readers’ imagined notions of how Brontë’s 
fictional characters should look.
 Calvit wrangles with the novel’s notorious 
switching of narrators and multiple character 
deaths by focusing entirely on the maid Nelly 
Dean (Cameron Feagin, with a constant “Can you 
believe this?!” expression) and her flashback re-
telling of the whole messy Yorkshire saga. But 
Calvit includes so much plotting that the show 
feels overstuffed, giving you little time to really 
care about the characters’ emotional plights.
 The cast members dive headlong into their 
roles, but much of their work comes off as too 
speedy and overwrought (their variable accents 
were no help). The flaming passion between the 
orphan Heathcliff and his undying love for Cathy 
Earnshaw isn’t that discernable, despite the cho-
reographed grappling between actors Gregory 
Isaac and Lindsay Leopold.
 All of this plays out in a cramped set by Alan 
Donahue that features what I’m guessing is 
symbolically yin-and-yang platforms and a verti-
cally sliding door that gets as much abuse as the 
violence-prone characters.
 Lifeline’s Wuthering Heights doesn’t scale the 
artistic heights of the company’s previous work. 
By comparison, The House Theatre of Chicago 
has a much more theatrically successful page-to-
stage adaptation with Damon Kiely’s compelling 
take on Edward Anderson’s novel Thieves Like 
Us. 
 Set during the Great Depression in America’s 
Dustbowl states, Thieves Like Us focuses on 
three escaped jailbirds who rob banks. Bowie 
Bowers (a very physical John Byrnes) falls un-
der the wing of the more experienced T-Dub (an 
authoritative Tom Hickey) and the temperamen-
tal Chicamaw (a hilariously hick-turn by Shawn 
Pfautsch).
 Director Kimberly Senior helms a dynamic 
staging that takes us through the nervous ex-
citement of each heist and outlaw car getaways 
(complete with ingenious newspaper scenery) to 
the more contemplative pauses as Bowers tries 
to go straight at the urging of his lover.
 Everything clicks stylistically into place with 
the House Theatre’s Thieves Like Us The period 
production design, the outstanding performanc-
es and Beth Sagal’s torch signer renditions of 
Kevin O’Donnell’s pastiche songs all make Bow-
ers’ inevitable downfall a compelling one to 
watch. Instead of being hemmed in by the origi-
nal novel, House Theatre’s Thieves Like Us makes 
a clean break to stand out on its own.

Sept. 29, 2010 WINDY CITY TIMES24

SPOTLIGHT

 If you’ve been dazzled by the extravagant music and 
dance sequences frequently seen in Indian cinema, then 
you won’t want to miss the stage spectacle The Mer-
chants of Bollywood. Featuring a plot that focuses on 
the famed filmmaking family known as The Merchants, 
this international hit musical features several song hits 
from decades of Indian cinema. The Merchants of Bol-
lywood plays 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Oct. 1-2, at the Au-
ditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University, 50 E. Congress. 
Tickets are $47-$77 and $87-$100 for VIP box seating. 
Call 800-982-2787 or visit http://www.auditoriumtheatre.
org for more information. Photo courtesy of the 2008 The 
Merchants of Bollywood Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. 

CRITICS’ PICKS
 Frost/nixon, Timeline Theatre, through 
Oct. 10. Fine performances capture the 
private cat-and-mouse game between the 
disgraced ex-President and the brash Brit 
interviewer that made TV history in 1977. 
Peter Morgan’s play is a clever audience-
pleaser. JA
 Hot Mikado, Drury Lane Theatre Oak-
brook, through Oct. 3. Director/choreog-
rapher/co-adaptor David Bell serves up an 
extravaganza of musical comedy silliness 
and sizzling choreography complete with 
jazzy 1940s arrangements of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s classic 1885 operetta. SCM
 Theories of the Sun, Sideshow Theatre 
Company, through Oct. 3. Kathleen Aker-
ley’s dissertation on life and death evokes 
the wistful romance of E.T.A. Hoffmann—
with a droll Tennessee Williams and Tom 
Stoppard on hand to anchor us when the air 
gets thin. MSB
 The Weir, Seanachaí Theatre Company at 
Irish American Heritage Center, extended 
through Oct. 17. A buncha pub regulars re-
counting creepy yarns might not promise an 
exciting time, but the Seanachaí ensemble 
shows us why Conor McPherson’s play is so 
popular with U.S. audiences. MSB
 

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge
and Morgan

From left: Lindsay Leopold, Gregory isaac and John Henry Roberts in Wuthering Heights. photo 
by Suzanne plunkett 

THEATER REVIEW

Detroit
playwright: Lisa D’Amour
At: Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 n. Halsted
phone: 312-335-1650; $20-$73
Runs through: nov. 7

BY MARY SHEn BARniDGE

In Lisa D’Amour’s dramatic universe, there are 
two kinds of people: planners and drifters. And 
in her play’s American suburb—which could be 
in Detroit, or not—they co-exist next door to 
one another: long-time settlers Mary and Ben 
have worked hard to pay off the mortgage on 
their now-shabby residence and accumulate 
the furnishings necessary to a comfortable 
life. Neighbors Sharon and Kenny, however, are 
newcomers, a young couple looking to make a 
fresh start following a stretch in drug rehab. At 
first, the fledgling pioneers strive to mimic their 
stable mentors, but when it emerges that Mary 
has a drinking problem and that Ben is now un-
employed, both households begin to reconsider 
the rewards of delayed gratification against the 
attractions of living for the moment.
 So how does a neighborhood go to seed? The 
tract homes built cheaply following WW II are 
privy to an abundance of clichés purporting to 
explain their reputation as breeding grounds for 
discontent lurking beneath placid veneers, the 
current source of malaise being citizens who 
isolate themselves like medieval nobles hiding 
from plague within walled communities, vainly 
attempting to shut out hostile influences, in 
defiance of the salvation allegedly derived from 
shared burdens. 
 Despite the serious questions it raises, 
D’Amour’s premise has all the makings of a situ-
ation comedy. There’s even a drunk scene—that 
standby of 1950s farce—along with extended 
recitations of heavily-symbolic dreams and the 
bizarre street names characteristic of open-box-
add-water subdivisions to escalate the atmo-
sphere of dislocation. “You’re at zero!” carols 
Sharon, “and anything is possible”
 Freedom’s just another word for nothin’ left to 
lose, in other words—nowadays, a grim reality 
for increasing numbers of disenfranchised plan-
ners more likely to find in D’Amour’s analogies 
reaffirmation of their xenophobia. Under Aus-
tin Pendleton’s workmanly direction, however, 
Laurie Metcalf and Ian Barford do their familiar 
nervous-ninny and big-lug turns as Mary and 
Ben, ably supported by Kate Arrington and Kev-
in Anderson as their anti-materialistic nemeses 
(the modern counterpart to the “damned hippies 
ruining the country” of earlier socially conscious 
comedies). 
 The real stars of the show, however, are Kevin 
Depinet’s scenic design, reflecting the subculture 
where a backyard hibachi ranks above a second 
bath towel in consumer-ethic importance, and 
Josh Schmidt’s incidental score, which marches 
us out to Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” (with 
Broadway In Chicago’s Rock of Ages, that’s twice 
in one week).

THEATER REVIEW

Romeo and Juliet
playwright: William Shakespeare
At: Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
at navy pier, 800 E. Grand
phone: 312-595-5600; $44-$75
Runs through: nov. 21

BY MARY SHEn BARniDGE

Kids! What’s the matter with kids today? If this 
lyric crosses your mind in the course of Shakes-
at-the-Pier’s vigorous interpretation of West-
ern literature’s greatest love story, you’re not 
alone. Australian director Gale Edwards’ concept 
encompasses an eclectic universe replete with 
iconic American archetypes: Juliet garbed in 
fluffy prom-dresses, Romeo in disco-glam Qiana, 
and the warring gangs done up in Grease/Happy 
Days/West Side Story drag (rapiers and daggers 
notwithstanding) leading us to anticipate Bronx 
accents instead of iambic pentameter. Lady 
Capulet is girdled in Mad Men-’60s couture, her 
husband lounges in a kind of Elizabethan smok-
ing jacket, Nurse wears castoff Dior and profes-
sor—oops, Friar—Laurence putters about in his 
chemistry lab. Oh, and did I mention that this 
is not a comedy?
 And therein lies the flaw in Edwards’ avowed 
quest for “physicality.” You can’t get much more 
physical than a pack of adolescent males, es-
pecially in a Veronese community where freely-
shared passions are so universally tolerated that 
when the elderly Lord Capulet calls for a sword 
in order to join in a street fracas, someone actu-
ally gives him one, prompting a mano-a-mano 
struggle with the likewise aged Montague pa-
terfamilias. But when fathers brawl like barroom 
bullies, youngsters play amid abandoned ware-
houses and teenage girls make out with boys at 
first sight, who but our 14-year-old heroine is 
shocked when the menfolk die early and violent 
deaths? And we—flushed with Edwards’ images 

of hot blood stirred in thrilling vengeance for 
long-forgotten wrongs—what hope can WE mus-
ter for a pair of puppy-lovers’ escape from this 
culture of stifling machismo?  
 Live fast, die young, leave a pretty corpse—
this production may be the perfect vehicle for 
introducing young people to the (ahem) clas-
sics. Joy Farmer-Clary emotes in full estrogenic 
frenzy, echoed by Ora Jones’ outspoken Nurse. 
John Judd and Judy Blue lend Mr. and Mrs. Capu-
let a refreshing depth, as does David Lively to 
Fr. Laurence, who emerges as a welcome voice of 
reason. But it’s the “lads” who dominate the ac-
tion, thanks to Rick Sordelet’s ingenious combat 
choreography, with Ariel Shafir’s Mercutio and 
Steve Haggard’s Benvolio easily reducing Jeff 
Lillico’s Romeo to a boy-band stripling. Top hon-
ors, however, are due Barbara Robertson, whose 
vocal instruction integrates impeccable phrasing 
and enunciation so craftily into the operatic/
athletic spectacle that we hardly notice that 
we’re watching—shhhhh!—Shakespeare. 
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THEATER REVIEW

The Mamet 
Repertory 
playwright: David Mamet
At: American Theater Company, 
1909 W. Byron
Tickets: 773-409-4125; 
http//www.atcweb.org; $35-$50
Runs through: Oct. 24

BY JOnATHAn ABARBAnEL
 
David Mamet’s plays mostly are simple in struc-
ture: few characters, linear plots and no sub-
plots. Speed-the-Plow and Oleanna—the Mamet 
Repertory at American Theater Company—are 
true to form. Dating from 1988, Speed-the-Plow 
is a take-no-prisoners satire on Hollywood fea-
turing two male producers and a female secre-
tary. Oleanna, from 1992, has two characters, a 
male college professor and a female student.
 The plays are vastly different, and yet not. 
Each runs about 75 minutes in three scenes, 
with a power shift between characters in Scene 
Two. Speed-the-Plow (the title derives from an 
ancient wish for prosperity) is a testosterone-
driven, savage comedy about a woman who mo-
mentarily finds an alpha male’s soft spot until 
his buddy—serving his own interests—rescues 
him. Oleanna (the title is a 19th-century uto-
pian reference) examines academia and sexual 
politics, pitting a pretentious and self-absorbed 
professor against a student who’s not as clueless 
as she seems at first. Her charges of harassment 
tank his tenure track.
 In addition to sharing a three-scene structure, 
both plays have late-inning violent episodes, 
particularly explosive in the non-comedic Olean-
na. More importantly, the cause of the violence 
is the same: a man fighting for his life—his pro-
fessional life,  his power and security—against 
a woman motivated by ambition, or ego, or pay-
back, or—maybe—principle (mix and match). 
The men are far more desperate than the women, 

wounded beasts who strike in fury.
 Director Rick Snyder—an excellent actor-
turned-excellent director—has put together 
three strong performers, especially Darrell W. 
Cox and Nicole Lowrance, who appear in both 
plays. Hair slicked back and oiled, Cox makes 
an imposing studio chief in Speed-the-Plow, a 
fast-talking Hollywood bull-shitter. In Oleanna, 
he mops out his hair, adds glasses and changes 
posture to create the younger, motor-mouthed 
prof who thinks his talk is important. Lowrance 
is the pretty Hollywood secretary and the young-
er student. She’s the antagonist in both works, 
convincingly playing “dumb” in the early scenes, 
then reveling in the power exchange. Her Olean-
na turn as a cruel, young fascist is scary. The re-
liably riveting Lance Baker plays the junior pro-
ducer in Speed-the-Plow in a juicy take-charge 
performance as an ass-kisser sweating bullets.
 The tension between the characters crackles. 

The stage violence is particularly well-done, a 
neat trick with audience on three sides. The 
only slow moments are in Scene Two of Speed-
the-Plow. It’s intended to be slower than the 
two scenes that sandwich it, but the staging is 
too static, with Cox and Lowrance barely mov-
ing from their chairs. This means you’ll see only 
Cox’s back or Lowrance’s back all through the 
scene if you’re sitting on the sides. Nonetheless, 
this is prime Mamet powerfully done.
 Jack McGaw’s scenic concept is stylish but sim-
ple, a boxing ring for Speed-the-Plow defined 
by a square light strip inlaid in the platform 
stage. For Oleanna, the light bar is covered with 
a wood floor, in a typical teacher’s office. Janice 
Pytel’s costumes for Speed-the-Plow don’t seem 
quite expensive enough for Hollywood moguls 
Hollywood given to Armani and Zegna suits, but 
the Oleanna rags are perfection.
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From left: nicole Lowrance, Darrell W. Cox and Lance Baker in The Mamet Repertory. photo by 
Michael Brosilow

David Zak to direct
‘Curse’ in London
 Former Bailiwick Repertory Artistic Director 
David Zak (who is currently producing artistic 
director of Pride Films and Plays) will make 
his London directorial debut with The Irish 
Curse, a play about five men’s problem with 
body image.
 The Irish Curse had its world premiere at 
the New York International Fringe Festival 
with a sold-out run in 2005, garnering rave 
reviews and winning the Overall Excellence 
Award for Outstanding Playwrighting. This 
comedy tackles the male obsession with body 
image, masculinity and sex.
 Does size matter? It does for the five guys 
(including a gay cop) in Father Shaunessey’s 
self-help group, held weekly in a church base-
ment in Brooklyn Heights. All afflicted by the 
“Irish Curse,” they meet weekly to gossip, 
fight, moan and share. 
 The production will run Oct. 4-20 at Lon-
don’s Above the Stag Theatre.

Last Spotlite 
cabaret show
 Spotlite Theatrix is presenting “Music, Mu-
sic, Music,” a Saturday cabaret show aimed 
at raising funds for the ArtReach Educational 
Theatre. Attendees will experience the music 
of Madonna, Lady Gaga, Beyonce and your 
favorite pop and Broadway hits in an atmo-
sphere complete with raffles, shots, fun and 
prizes.
 The last show will take place Oct. 9 at Club 
Krave, 131st and S. Western, Blue Island 
(party at 10 p.m., show at 11 p.m.). The sug-
gested donation is $5.
 Call 773-604-1892 or visit www.ArtReach-
Spotlite.com for more info.

 LGBT fans of musical theatre came out at The Goodman Sept. 24 for “Glitter and be Gay,” a 
special reception prior to a sparkling performance of Leonard Bernstein’s Candide. The event, 
which was co-sponsored by Windy City Times, featured cocktails; hot and cold hors d’oeuvres; 
schmoozing with cast and crew; and a special musical program. 
 Jeff Award winner Doug peck accompanied cast members Rob Lindley and Rebecca Finnegan 
as they treated attendees to a selection of songs from Bernstein’s West Side Story, On the 
Town and Wonderful Town. Lori Kleinerman, Goodman’s director of marketing and public rela-
tions, explained that this type of outreach to specific communities is part of the organiza-
tion’s audience development efforts and mission to diversify their theatrical offerings. “We 
already have a strong fit with the LGBT community because of their overall education, vibran-
cy and interest in theatre,” she said. “A musical made it a really super-perfect fit.” Candide 
is directed by Mary Zimmerman, winner of a Tony and multiple Jeffs, and runs through Oct. 
31. photos and text by Micki Leventhal

Glittering and gay at the GoodmanCLICKTOWIN!
TWO TICKETS TO SEE
CHO DEPENDENT
the new stand up show from the 
provocative comedian
 

MARGARET CHO
at The Chicago Theatre
October 16
 
featuring her trademark raunchy and 
politically-charged comedy
 
including hilarious songs from her new 
comedy music album Cho Dependent  -  
in stores now!
 
Tickets available for purchase at
http://www.thechicagotheatre.com/events/
margaret-cho-dependent-1010.html

Just send an email with “Cho” 
in the subject line to
click2win@windycitymediagroup.com
by Mon., October 4 to be entered.

Winner will be selected at random from all 
entries and will be notified via email.
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Nikki Blonsky on
GLAAD, LGBT
rights and ‘Huge’
BY SARAH TOCE

Nikki Blonsky unintentionally struck gold when 
she was plucked out of her Long Island, N.Y., 
ice cream shop and hand-picked by none other 
than director Adam Shankman for the role of 
Tracy Turnblad in the 2007 revival of John Wa-
ter’s feature film, Hairspray. After working with 
John Travolta, Queen Latifah, Zac Efron, Amanda 
Bynes, Christopher Walken and Michelle Pfeiffer, 
it was so long Cold Stone Creamery and hello 
Hollywood for Blonsky!
 Gay-rights enthusiast and activist, Blonsky, 21, 
is setting her mark once again in Hollywood—
this time in the television arena—with a new 
show on ABC Family called Huge. The successful 
show, now in its second season, is about obese 
teens attending a weight-loss camp. Huge co-
stars Dancing with the Stars’ David Hasselhoff 
offspring Hayley Hasselhoff, Gina Torres, Harvey 
Guillen, Ashley Holliday and Raven Goodwin. In 
addition to starring in Huge, Blonsky has a film 
in the can called Waiting for Forever due out in 
theaters this fall.
 We caught up with Blonsky during Huge’s hia-
tus to discuss GLAAD, prom kings, LGBT rights 
and her upcoming film projects.
 Windy City Times: Hey Ms. nikki! You have 
been very busy with your new show Huge! it 
is now going into its second season. How do 
you feel about the show’s perception in the 
media?
 Nikki Blonsky: We are really happy with the re-
views and the critiques on it. Huge is basically a 
show on ABC Family about kids at a weight loss 
camp and they all go there for different reasons. 
I play a character named Will. My character does 
not go to the camp by choice and is basically 
sent there by her parents against her will. She 
has blue hair, does things her own way and is 
totally against the grain and anti-authority.
 WCT: The first season of Huge was very suc-
cessful, and i think that it was in large part 
due to the fact that people were tired of see-
ing stick-thin actresses on television that 
didn’t look anything like them. You are part 
of a movement in the industry.
 NB: Yeah, it [the show] is so different. Kids in 
America can tune in and see people that look like 
them and not a typical size zero in Hollywood. 
Because that is how most of America looks like. 
Most of America is plus-size. Hopefully there will 
be waves in Hollywood where talent will help 
get people to overlook it all. You can have your 
talent forever, but you are going to change how 
you look like over the years because that is part 
of the growing process and nature and that is 
what the world does to us.
 WCT: You were present at the 21st Annual 
GLAAD Media Awards in San Francisco, Calif. 

What was that night like for you?
 NB: Well, the GLAAD Media Awards was really 
exciting. It was amazing. What a night! It was 
spectacular. I saw a really wonderful friend there 
and it was just a really fantastic evening. I got 
to dance onstage with Wilson Cruz—who I adore 
more than anything. He is so talented and bril-
liant. I love him more than life itself and I had 
the chance to dance onstage with him and hang 
out afterward. It was a wonderful evening. I was 
able to meet Cybill Shepherd. It was a wonder-
fully choreographed evening with everything 
going on. I was so honored to be a part of that 
groundbreaking event. 
 WCT: Richard Goodman & Derrick Martin 
were rejected at their own prom in Georgia 
but were able to relive the prom experience 
as prom Kings at the 21st Annual GLAAD Me-
dia Awards. How moving was that experience 
for you to witness?
 NB: When the boys came out to finally enjoy 
their prom dance, it really touched me and made 
me so happy to be onstage with them and then 
step back and let them have their dance in front 
of hundreds and hundreds of people. They had 
their dance. That was so exciting for me as a 
performer, but moreso as a person. I know what 
it’s like to have to hide your feelings at times. 
It’s hard and these kids weren’t even allowed to 
go to their own prom. I can’t even imagine what 
was going through their heads, but the way that 
the GLAAD Media Awards pulled it off was really 
well-done and fantastic.
 WCT: Can you offer any words of encourage-
ment to the LGBT population in Chicago and 
the rest of the world?
 NB: If I could say one thing it would be to live 
life and take every day as it comes. Enjoy every 
single day. Don’t go through life pretending to 
be someone or something else because you only 
have one life to live.
 WCT: How has your life changed since Hair-
spray?
 NB: My life has changed drastically. I’m on the 
road more and traveling more. I am constantly 
on an airplane. I was scooping ice cream before 
I got Hairspray and now I’m on a tv show. So, 
every day I look back and say, “Wow. Life is in-
credible.” I mean, one day you’re behind a coun-
ter at an ice cream store scooping ice cream and 
the next day you are starring in a film with John 
Travolta. It was by the grace of God and just by 
the way the Universe works. It’s a very powerful 
thing.
 WCT: Besides Huge, do you have any other 
projects in the works or are you primarily fo-
cused on season two?
 NB: I am definitely focusing on Huge right 
now, but also have a new film out this fall called 
Waiting for Forever. I actually play a mom in it 
with a husband. That was incredibly different for 
me because I have never played a mom in film 
before. So, I am really excited. There is an amaz-
ing cast in this film, including [former The O.C. 
star] Rachel Bilson, K.C. Clyde, Blythe Danner, 
[openly gay actor] Richard Gant and others. It 
will be out in theaters soon!

John
Travolta (left)
and nikki
Blonsky
in Hairspray.
photo courtesy
of new Line 
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“Steppenwolf, long the one
theater in America that has paid

attention to the lives of
the Midwestern middle class, is

on point—a fine and
spectacularly timely new play
for the fall.” —Chicago Tribune

“Convincing and compelling
and tartly funny…

may well be the most effective play yet
produced about our current economic

doldrums.” —Variety

“A biting new dark comedy
of economic anxiety—

and luckily, we have first-rate
Steppenwolf ensemble
members to lead us”.

—TimeOut Chicago

DETROIT
A new play by: LISA D’AMOUR
Directed by: ensemble member AUSTIN PENDLETON
Featuring ensemble members: KEVIN ANDERSON, KATE ARRINGTON,
IAN BARFORD, ROBERT BREULER & LAURIE METCALF

A friendship betweennext-door neighbors
veers out of controlwith comic, unexpected
consequences
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BOOK REVIEW

Secret Historian:
The Life and Times
of Samuel Steward...
by Justin Spring
$32.50; Farrar Straus 
and Giroux; 496 pages

Justin Spring’s new biography of Samuel Stew-
ard, Secret Historian: The Life and Times of Sam-
uel Steward, Professor, Tattoo Artist, and Sexual 
Renegade (Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2010) is a 
smart, juicy and absolutely riveting read. It’s 
quite simply the gay history book of the year not 
only for the fascinating central figure of Steward 
and Spring’s painstaking research, but also for 
its expert use of Steward’s life as a means of 
revealing the larger reality of gay life in the pre-
Stonewall era. 
 Steward has never been given his due in the 
annals of gay literature and with good reason. 
He never really fulfilled his early literary prom-
ise. He’s been seen as a curio, a character, and 
a good storyteller who met and befriended a 
lot of famous people. Indeed it may have been 
his proximity to these giants that eclipsed his 
own fame. However, Spring’s new biography may 
change all that, revealing that Steward’s incred-
ible contribution may have been his forthright 
documentation of gay sexual behavior in an era 
typically associated with guilt, repression, and 
silence. Upon reading Secret Historian, it’s clear 
that even if Steward wasn’t the most prolific or 
consistent of his contemporaries, he may well 
have been the most book-worthy. 
 Born in Woodfield, Ohio, in 1909, Steward was 
raised in a boarding house by his three spin-
ster aunts. His mother died when he was very 
young and his father was a drug addicted Sun-

day school teacher unable to properly care for 
Steward or his sister. In puberty Steward started 
giving blow jobs to the boys of Woodfield as well 
as a few tenants at the rooming house. He felt 
no guilt or shame for his deeds and, in fact, 
considered it honorable to bring pleasure to so 
many. An avid reader, it was around this time 
that Steward stole a copy of Havelock Ellis’ Stud-
ies in the Psychology of Sex, Volume II: Sexual 
Inversion from the library. Reading about “in-
verts,” Steward recognized himself, accepted it 
and decided to go from there. 
 After high school Steward moved to Columbus 
where he attended Ohio State University. This is 
also where, in the mid 1920s, Steward began his 
meticulously recorded Stud File, a card detail-
ing his every sexual encounter—the man’s name 
and description, the date, the specifics of the 
encounter, and what sort of sex occurred—oral, 
anal, mutual masturbation, etc. Steward pains-
takingly kept his Stud File until well into his 
60s. 
 An extremely promising student, Steward 
loved literature almost as well as he loved ex-
tracurricular activities. These included falling in 
with a “bohemian crowd,” drinking, and read-

ing renegade poetry. His most sensational ex-
perience during his university days was blowing 
silent screen legend Rudolph Valentino in his 
hotel room when ‘The Great Lover’ came through 
town promoting his latest film. 
 Upon graduation Steward began teaching at 
Carroll College in Helena Montana. With few 
sexual distractions, Steward managed to write 
the well received though somewhat scandalous 
novel of bohemian life ‘Angels on the Bough’ 
(1937). He then transferred to The State College 
of Washington where at the end of the year he 
was dismissed due to the questionable content 
of Angels on the Bough, specifically his sympa-
thetic portrait of a woman of easy virtue. 
 Always a determined autograph collector and 
correspondent, Steward had been in contact for 
a few years with Gertrude Stein as well as sev-
eral other literary figures. With a relatively suc-
cessful book under his belt the young scholar set 
sail for Europe. He visited with Stein and Alice 
B. Toklas who both took a maternal shine to the 
young, slight, and utterly charming Steward. 
They called him ‘Sammy’ and would remain close 
to him their entire lives. On his European tour 
Steward also lunched with Thomas Mann who he 
said “radiated genius.” He visited (and blew) Al-
fred Lord Douglas. However, Oscar Wilde’s rosy 
cheeked youth was no longer rosy or youthful 
and a bit of a pretentious bore, but by blowing 
him Steward reportedly felt a “spiritual” connec-
tion to Wilde. In Switzerland, at the urging of 
Gertrude and Alice, he met Thornton Wilder—
author of Our Town and The Bridge of San Luis 
Rey. The two began an odd nine year relation-
ship of recurring trysts, but Wilder was anything 
but comfortable with his sexuality. 
 Upon his return Steward moved to Chicago 
and began teaching at Loyola where a daunting 
work load was placed on the young literature 
professor. Despite the academic strain Steward 
still managed to have plenty of sex. This sec-
tion of the book is especially fun for Chicagoans 
with entertaining facts like that Steward lived at 
5441 N. Kenmore as well as 4915 N. Glenwood. 
There are tales of his tricking in the alleys of the 
Loop and cruising Navy Pier. He hooked up at 
Bughouse Square, the gay bars on Clark Street, 
in Uptown, and in Humboldt Park. Due to great 
firsthand data (like the Stud File and Steward’s 
blow-by-blow journalling) Spring does a wonder-
ful job of revealing the hitherto shadowy sexual 
underworld of Chicago circa 1940s-1950s. 
 It was during this time that Steward’s drinking 
grew problematic. After fortifying himself he’d 
routinely head out the door in search of sex. 
Steward loved picking up rough trade and men 
in uniform. Oftentimes he succeeded, but some-
times his attempts came with dire repercussions. 
He was beaten up repeatedly and several times 
was hospitalized with severe injuries. After a 
long stretch at Loyola, Steward moved to DePaul 
where he relished a less demanding curriculum. 
It was here that he eventually got sober, but 
alcohol wasn’t his only addiction. 
 Sex was the centerpiece of Steward’s life. 
He was voracious for it. He sought it out and 
even orchestrated monthly orgies in his apart-
ment. On his wall, he painted murals of a male 
couple fucking. Boldly ignoring the era’s stiff 
penalties for possessing pornographic material, 
especially gay porn, Steward soon accumulated 
an extensive erotica collection which included 
books, magazines, letters, numerous drawings, 
Polaroids and even original photos by his friend, 
George Platt Lynes. 
  It was the embracing of his gayness, the defi-
ance of obscenity laws, the ignoring of social 
mores and that amazing Stud File which made 
Steward such an intriguing subject to Dr. Alfred 
Kinsey. The two first met in 1948 when Steward 
contacted him after reading Kinsey’s ground-
breaking work, ‘Sexual Response in the Human 
Male’. Up until this time, most people had no 
idea homosexuality existed or of it did that it 
was only done in Paris and New York. Prior to 
this, gay sex had occurred mostly under a cloak 
of invisibility. Kinsey’s work shocked the nation. 

It was filled with “disturbing” statistics regard-
ing the percentage of males who were homosex-
ual, who had homosexual tendencies, who had 
engaged in homosexual behavior at some point 
in their life, etc. Rather than ushering in an 
era of acceptance, the study created suspicion 
about who was in the dreaded 10 percent. This 
fear of “the other” and atmosphere of distrust 
fed directly into the McCarthy era’s persecution 
of gays.
 Though Steward’s relationship with Kinsey was 
non-sexual, it was one of the deepest Steward 
knew. Kinsey was a good natured and non-judg-
mental father figure who recognized the impor-
tance of Steward’s documentation of his sexual 
escapades, giving value to Steward’s obsessive/
compulsive behavior. Over the next few years 
(until Kinsey’s death in 1956) Steward was an 
unofficial collaborator with Kinsey and The In-
stitute for Sex Research—sending data, descrip-
tions of encounters, and even filming sex parties 
for use at the Institute.
 In the early 1960s Steward met and befriended 
Chicago legend Chuck Renslow, at the time editor 
and publisher of Tomorrow’s Man, owner of the 
Triumph Gym and director of various physique 
contests. Renslow’s partner during this period 
was dancer/choreographer Dom Orejudos, who 
became legendary erotic artist Etienne. Steward 
began spending a great deal of time with the 
couple and became obsessed with being domi-
nated by Renslow. However, at 20 years his ju-
nior, Renslow had little interest in Steward.
 In 1964, being at an impasse with Renslow, 
disliking the cold and dealing with a change 
in Illinois law which made it illegal to tattoo 
anyone under 21, Steward relocated to a rough 
section of Oakland, Calif. Here he bought a bun-
galow and opened a storefront business he chris-
tened The Anchor Tattoo Shop. From 1967-1971 
he became better known as “Doc,” the official 
tattoo artist of the Hell’s Angels. Increasing vio-
lence in his neighborhood began to frighten the 
sixtysomething Steward. After the shopkeeper 
next door was killed in an armed robbery, dying 
on the street while Steward held his hand, Stew-
ard decided to close up shop and quit the tattoo 
business after 15 years.
 Given his life story, it’s difficult to see Samuel 
Steward outside so many modern labels—as a 
recovered alcoholic, sex addict, starfucker, pill 
popper, hoarder, obsessive/compulsive, depres-
sive, masochist... Steward probably was all of 
those things, but Spring wisely avoids putting 
any easy labels on his subject. Steward’s bravery 
and complexity deserve more and what Spring 
has created is a loving and sympathetic tribute 
to an amazing individual. 
 At a time when homosexuality was “the love 
that dare not speak its name,” Samuel Steward 
spoke it, wrote about it and filed it. He even 
painted it on the walls! Steward had the guts 
to live and love as he wished amidst almost 
overwhelming adversity. Secret Historian is an 
unforgettable hero’s tale, and one with infinite 
rewards.
 Find out even more about Steward’s amaz-
ing life online at http://www.WindyCityMe-
diaGroup.com.
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    - The Times, London
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community for a night of electrically 
charged theatre with a  post-show 
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Directed by Michael Menendian 
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Roger Goodman’s
ambitious 
AIDS movie
about Chicago
BY KATE SOSin

One of Roger Goodman’s favorite moments in the 
trailer for his upcoming film is also the hardest 
to sit through. Gregory Ignatius, a middle-aged 
man living with AIDS, admits to the camera that 
the first time he knew what “grace” actually 
meant was the moment he came to terms with 
his roommate’s death. 
 Those who don’t know Roger Goodman might 
not understand the significance of that confes-
sion. But in Goodman’s world, it speaks to heart-
breaking paradox.
 “I really believe that as the queer body was 
dying by the thousands, queer spirit grew and 
grew,” Goodman said. 
 From outside his neighborhood coffee shop 
in Rogers Park, Goodman recalls that when the 
AIDS crisis swept through Chicago in the 1980s, 
gay people united against illness and discrimi-
nation. Now, he said, those days of kinship are 
over.
 “People aren’t dying anymore,” Goodman 
said. “There’s no need for compassion anymore. 
There’s no need for respect.”
 Goodman’s “paradox” is the subject of his 
upcoming documentary, From the Ashes Risen, 
from Tribal Elder Productions. Tentatively due 
out next spring, From the Ashes Risen follows 
the stories of 10 middle-aged men living with 
AIDS in Chicago. It also includes conversations 
with three nurses who treated AIDS patients and 
LGBTQ youth. 
 The film is not just a historical look at Chicago 
during the AIDS epidemic. It’s meant to serve as 
a conversation between at-risk youth and elders. 
Goodman worries that infection rates among 

queer youth are high because they haven’t lived 
through an epidemic. He wants elders to relay 
that history.
 It’s a history that Goodman is attached to per-
sonally. He’s living with AIDS, a fact when he is 
reminded of when he counts out the 60 pills he 
takes daily. As a spiritual director in the ‘80s, 
he facilitated AIDS funerals for more than a de-
cade. People don’t talk about AIDS now, he said. 
“They have no use for the story,” he explained. 
“They’re having a good time, so it’s irrelevant.”
 In an eight-minute trailer for From the Ashes 
Risen, Goodman and two other gay men talk 
about finding out they were HIV-positive and 
losing close friends to AIDS. A nurse who worked 
in the AIDS unit at Advocate Illinois Masonic 
Hospital also talks about her experiences car-
ing for AIDS patients. Original music by Sheldon 
Atovsky forecasts a heavy-hearted film. 
 Goodman’s filmmaking approach is far from 
conventional, perhaps even a little ambitious 
for an ailing 64-year-old first-time filmmaker. 
He pulls from his wallet a list of the 29 medi-
cations he’s taking, complete with dosages and 
ailments they’re intended to quell. Is he nervous 

that health problems will prevent him from mak-
ing the film?
 He shakes his head no. His health has been 
bad for the last two months, but he’s getting 
better, he said.
 Still, he has no funding to start shooting. He 
needs to raise $185,000 to finish the project. 
He’s a retired harpsichordist living on disabil-
ity. He’s not sure how he’ll scrape together the 
money, but he’s confident that he will. Several 
people have already offered to help him for 
free. 
 The film’s oddities may also border on con-
troversial for some. Goodman regularly refers to 
the 1980s AIDS epidemic as a gay “holocaust,” 
stating that gay people were the victims of 
institutionalized homophobia. Goodman was 
raised Jewish, and he said he leaves the “h” in 
“holocaust” lower-case to differentiate between 
the AIDS epidemic and the Jewish Holocaust. 
But the explanation may not satisfy all. Good-
man also previously referred to the epidemic as 
“genocide” but gave up that label because he 
said it upset so many people.
 And there’s something else unique about 
Goodman’s plans for the film. From the Ashes 
Risen is spiritually inspired. Goodman believes 
in queer mysticism and magic. He sees gay men 
as a “tribe,” bound by ancient history and spe-
cial gifts. He supports the tenants of the Radical 
Faeries, a subculture of gay men who embrace 
gender fluidity, communalism, and spirituality. 
In making the film, he wants to inspire older 
gay men to mentor LGBTQ youth, teach youth to 
revere their elders, convince the community to 
abandon its “individualism,” and heal what he 
calls the “queer spirit.” And he plans to do it in 
less than one hour and 45 minutes.
 “What I think we have to pursue right now are 
spiritual issues, not political issues,” Goodman 
said of his peers. “Gay men have bought into 
consumerism, and materialism, and individual-
ism.” 
 While the idea of gay men as a “tribe” may 

not resonate with audiences everywhere, From 
the Ashes Risen grounds its message in relatable 
truths. Goodman’s nostalgia for a coherent queer 
community is also informed by his feelings that 
the LGBTQ community needs to heal racial, eco-
nomic, and generational divides. It’s a call that 
has been echoed by many LGBT activists this 
year. 
 When asked if he’ll be satisfied if audiences 
take away his message of community,without 
adopting a message of spirituality, Goodman 
shrugged, as if he can’t imagine one without 
the other. He’s been told by fellow crew mem-
bers that he needs to separate himself emo-
tionally from the film. He isn’t sure he wants 
to. For Goodman, it’s not just about making a 
documentary. It’s a film about all of his deepest 
hopes, a last-ditch effort to bring us back from 
bar culture and retail therapy. His ambitions are 
at once idealistic and incredibly simple. “I think 
what I want in terms of the making of the film, 
I want a want a family,” Goodman said. 
 He talked about it as if it’s inevitable: LGBTQ 
people will come together in the ways he hopes, 
and his film will be a part of that. 
 “There was Stonewall. There was the decade 
of AIDS,” he said. “In 2010, it’s another decade. 
And a tipping point is happening.” 
 Goodman and his crew will be present-
ing the trailer for From the Ashes Risen at 
northeastern illinois University, 5500 n. St. 
Louis, in its auditorium Thursday, Oct. 7, at 5 
p.m. For more information, go to http://www.
fromtheashesrisen.org.
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AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

BY 
RiCHARD

KniGHT, JR.

The Social 
Network; Howl; 
film notes
The two most intriguing films opening in Chica-
go this week—The Social network and Howl—
would hardly seem to have less in common. Yet 
upon closer examination these disparate mov-
ies—the first focusing on an artistic maverick, 
the second on a technical wizard—have some 
very interesting similarities, beginning with the 
highly individual nature of their biographical 
subjects: Facebook co-creator Mark Zuckerberg 
and gay poet Allen Ginsberg, respectively. As for 
the films—well, they couldn’t be more different, 
although both reflect the tastes and talents of 
their respective makers and, while both reach 
high, neither quite makes it up the creative 
mountaintop. 
 David Fincher—he of the dark, gloomy movies 
(Se7en, Zodiac, Fight Club, etc.)—has taken the 
up-to-the-minute story of Zuckerberg (played 
with frightening, unadorned intensity by Jesse 
Eisenberg) and his cohorts creating the phe-

nomenon that is Facebook, and welded it to 
his usual bag of cinematic tricks. So, The Social 
Network is shot as a thriller—mostly in dark in-
teriors with an ominous score by Trent Reznor 
and Atticus Ross. The tale of a social pariah in-
venting a way for millions of people to socialize 
on the Internet is irresistible but Sorkin’s script 
mostly resists the tendency to exploit that obvi-
ous irony—to the good. Yet the entire movie, 
which has fine performances by an interesting 
cast, ends up having, in typical Fincher fashion, 
a creepy, nihilistic edge that leaves one feel-
ing as much of a social misfit as its apparently 
conflicted subject. It all seems to come down to 
a guy just wanting to be cool and the material 
begged, pleaded, screamed for the black-come-
dy approach of the Coen Brothers. Next version, 
perhaps.

The balance, therefore, tips in favor of the de-
fiantly artistic Howl—and not just because it 
will, naturally, be of more interest to the queer 
community (always a decided positive). It’s not 
just because “I’m not gay but I love to play gay 
characters” actor James Franco stars as Ginsberg 
(and not even the nerd glasses and beard can 
disguise Franco’s sunny good looks). It’s also 
not just because out writers and co-directors 
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman bring gold-
plated queer documentary movie credentials 
(The Celluloid Closet, Paragraph 175, Oscars for 
The Times of Harvey Milk and Common Threads: 
Stories from the Quilt, etc.) to their first narra-
tive feature and have cast the movie with a line-
up of gay audience faves (Mary-Louise Parker, 
Jon Hamm, Alessandro Nivola, Bob Balaban, et 
al).
 There’s more, but what really makes Howl such 
an interesting, though flawed, cinematic experi-
ence is that Epstein and Friedman, along with 
their star, really go out on a limb. It’s a real 
art film, one that takes a lot of risks. In much 
the same way that queer filmmaker Todd Haynes 
eschewed standard biopic storytelling with I’m 
Not There, his movie about Dylan, Howl at-
tempts to present a portrait of Ginsberg and his 
times through the groundbreaking poem itself. 
To that end, the filmmakers weld together sev-
eral strands—Ginsberg sitting for an interview 
with an unseen reporter in 1957, two years after 
the poem was published just as the publisher 
of the poem was going on trial for obscenity, 
the silly/serious obscenity trial itself, Ginsberg’s 
first performance of the poem in a coffeehouse 
in 1955, biographical flashbacks touched upon 
in the poem, and visual animations of sections 
of “Howl.”
 The result might aptly be called a visual poetry 
slam. And though I didn’t love all the disparate 
pieces (especially those animation sequences 
that left me conflicted about whether they 
worked), they do fit together beautifully. Cer-
tainly, Franco’s career-altering performance has 
led me to want to know more about Ginsberg. 
Franco is fearless and fun—imitating the writ-
er’s low growl as he sucks on the ever-present 
cigarette, lusting after his fellow Beat writers 
(and conquering a few), in bed with his lover—
especially as he is onscreen alone so much of the 
time. And one of the best things that Epstein 
and Friedman’s artful film does (just as their 
documentaries have) is emphasize a seminal 
moment and figure in gay history—the moment 
when the idea of being unapologetically gay 
burst through to the mainstream (thanks in part 
to that obscenity trial). 
 “Poetry is a rhythmic articulation of feeling”—
Ginsberg says, describing his writing at one 
point. That’s the best description I have ever 
heard of poetry and that’s essentially what Ep-
stein, Friedman and Franco have tried to do with 

Howl. It’s to their enormous credit that they 
have mostly succeeded.

Film notes: 
 —The Oak Park chapter of PFLAG will present 
its GLBT Documentary Film Series, a four-part 
program that begins Sunday, Oct. 3, at the Oak 
Park Library, 834 Lake, at 2:30 p.m. The first 
title in the series, hosted by PFLAG, is Anyone 
and Everyone, in which families of diverse races 
and ethnicities talk about their gay children, 
followed by an Oct. 10 showing of Out in the 
Silence, which deals with a gay teenager being 
bullied in high school (hosted by Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance). OPALGA (Oak Park Area Lesbi-
an and Gay Association) presents Dangerous Liv-
ing Oct. 17; the movie deals with the oppressive 
laws curtailing the freedoms of LGBT individuals 
worldwide. Lastly, on Oct. 24, the documentary 
Screaming Queens examines a gender-fueled riot 
that took place in San Francisco in 1966—three 
years before Stonewall (screening hosted by Illi-
nois Gender Advocates and Howard Brown Trans-
gender Services). Author, director and transgen-
der activist Susan Stryker will speak following 
the Oct. 24 screening. The series is free and 
open to the public. See http://www.oppl.org or 
call 708-383-8200.
 —Chicago’s first-ever South Asian Film Fes-
tival, which runs Oct. 1-3, will present 16 films 
in several genres. The festival’s opening-night 
feature—Two Paise for Sunshine Four Aanas 
for Rain, from actor-turned-director Deepti 
Naval—centers on a struggling gay lyricist, an 
aging prostitute and her physically challenged 
12-year-old son. Bollywood actors Manisha 
Koirala and Rajit Kapur, who star in the film, will 
attend the screening and post-event festivities, 
along with Naval, at the Claudia Cassidy Theater 
in the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph. 
Opening-night festivities begin with a red car-
pet at 5:30 p.m. Complete festival listings are at 
http://www.csaff.org.
 Check out my archived reviews at http://
www.windycitytimes.com or http://www.
knightatthemovies.com. Readers can leave 
feedback at the latter website.

Sept. 29, 2010 WINDY CITY TIMES30

Justin Timberlake (left) and Jesse Eisenberg in The Social network. photo by Merrick Morton

‘Adonis Factor’
on DVD Oct. 26
 Breaking Glass Pictures has acquired the 
distribution rights to Christopher Hines’ new 
documentary The Adonis Factor, a follow-up 
to his film The Butch Factor, which aired on 
Logo. QC Cinema, Breaking Glass Pictures’ 
queer film label, will be releasing the doc on 
DVD Oct. 26.
 According to a press release, Hines exposes 
how some men will go to dangerous extremes 
for the sake of “the Adonis factor”—the kind 
of god-like beauty only seen in ancient Greek 
sculptures. Through countless hours at the 
gym, medical procedures, and even self-star-
vation, many men are dedicating—and risk-
ing—their lives to attain one thing: physical 
perfection.
 The Adonis Factor premiered to a sold-out 
crowd in June at San Francisco’s Frameline 
Film Festival and will continue its worldwide 
film festival tour with screenings at the Oslo 
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, Atlanta’s Out 
on Film, and more before its DVD release.
 Visit http://www.BreakingGlassPictures.
com for more information.

Justin
in The
Adonis
Factor.

www.reelingfilmfestival.org
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Rob Epstein and
Jeffrey Friedman:
The team
behind ‘Howl’
BY RiCHARD KniGHT, JR.

The gay community should express gratitude to 
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman.
 Together, these two gay directors have 
brought us a slew of documentaries that have 
significantly raised the profile and importance 
of gay historical figures and the impact of Our 
People on the mainstream artistic culture. In 
addition to The Celluloid Closet and Paragraph 
175, they’ve won documentary Oscars for The 
Times of Harvey Milk and Common Threads: Sto-
ries from the Quilt. 
 Now these two are making their narrative 
film debut with Howl, which tracks the creation 
of queer icon Allen Ginsberg’s groundbreaking 
poem “Howl,” it’s publication in 1955 and the 
obscenity trial that followed in 1957. The film, 
artistic and passionate, represents another im-
portant moment in queer cinematic history (not 
to mention a galvanizing performance by its 
star, James Franco). In person, the duo (once 
partners, now each happily coupled with an-
other) crackles with enthusiasm for this latest 
project. 
 Windy City Times: You must be a tad ner-
vous—this being your first narrative, the 
movie’s difficult subject matter and its G-A-
Y theme (which isn’t always so easy to get 
financed) and which sometimes has a hard 
time finding audiences.
 Rob Epstein: Gay was the easiest part—in a 
sense.
 Jeffrey Friedman: We’ve made a lot of gay 
themed movies in the past so that the bigger 
challenges were formal challenges. They were 
how to tell a story about a moment in our cul-
ture that was impacted by this small group of 
sexy, young poets who were out there rebelling 
and trying to create a new art form.
 WCT: After years of doing gay historical 
documentaries, what made you take the leap 
into narrative?
 RE: A confluence of factors. First of all, we 
long wanted to work in scripted, dramatic form 
working with actors and also, it didn’t feel like 
such a departure to us because we always think 
of our documentaries as narrative films and have 
approached them in that manner. But mostly, 
with this story we wanted it within the present 
tense. We didn’t want older men looking back 
on their younger selves. We really wanted those 
younger selves to live in the movie and make it 
about that golden moment when they were in 

their creative and sexual prime.
 JF: This is a project that we started working on 
about eight years ago when we got a call from 
the Allen Ginsberg estate. Bob Rosenthal, who 
had been Allen’s secretary for 30 years, called 
and wanted to do something for the 50th anni-
versary of “Howl.” So we started thinking about 
“Howl” as the subject for a film and started try-
ing to figure out ways of approaching it. Then 
the creative challenges really engaged us but 
also, it’s place as a milestone in the culture that 
really began all the cultural ferment that I ex-
perienced in my life growing up in the ‘60s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s. It felt like it all began in this small 
group of counterculture writers in the ‘50s.
 WCT: How early in the process did James 
Franco get involved?
 JF: The script wasn’t finished but it was pretty 
close and we showed it to Gus Van Sant, who 
was in San Francisco shooting Milk.
 RE: But that first draft that James saw didn’t 
yet have the performative element of the poem 
and it was in one of those rehearsals—that we 
videotaped for our own internal screen test pur-
poses—James reading the poem and it was such 
a performance that we knew that had to be part 
of the film.
 WCT: Was he at the top of the list for the 
part?
 RE: Yeah.
 JF: Yeah, absolutely. Once Gus suggested him. 
We didn’t know his work that well, but Gus was 
working with him and knew that he was a seri-
ous artist and poet and writer and student of 
literature.
 RE: And great actor.
 JF: He’s done some really amazing performanc-
es—especially his James Dean TV biopic, where 
I think it’s easy to be under impressed by his 
physical similarity to Dean but when you look 
closely at the performance he’s so emotionally 
deep.
 WCT: How did this compare with working on 
one of your documentaries?
 JF: It was a dream! We got to create worlds 
with the most talented people in the business. 
We had an amazing crew and an amazing cast.
 RE: And everybody was there for the right rea-
sons and everybody was having fun doing it. It 
felt like one of those projects that felt like it 
came along at the right time. And it was a fast-
moving train—14 days.
 WCT: i’m assuming after working together 
for so long you have a creative shorthand in 
your documentary work. How did that trans-
late with live actors?
 RE: We just had faith that it would work and 
it did. I think the actors responded to us as a 
collective entity and also two distinct personali-
ties.
 WCT: Will there be documentary material 
included on the DvD?
 JF: Yes, research interviews and other things 
for sure that we did in preparing the film.

 WCT: Two movies for the price of one! 
[Laughs]
 JF: Yes—and there will be an audio version of 
James Franco reading the entire poem.
 WCT: i love that the movie ties together 
artistic and sexual freedom—gay sexuality, 
in particular—but here we are 55 years later 
and these battles are still going on. What do 
you two have to say to young queer artists 
just starting out? Because, let’s face it: You’re 
both trailblazers for our community.
 JF: Don’t be afraid—don’t let them beat you 
down.
 RE: And speak your truth. What young people 
have to say in 10 years into the 21st century 
is going to be very different than what I might 
have had to say coming of age in the 1970s, so 
I’m really curious to see what are the things that 
they’re interested in.

From left: Jeffrey Friedman, Rob Epstein and James Franco confer on the set of Howl.

Raquel Welch to be
honored Oct. 14 
  Women in Film Chicago, will host its annual 
Focus Achievement Awards Thursday, Oct. 14, 
held at the Chicago Mart Plaza, 350 W. Mart 
Center. This signature fundraiser provides an 
opportunity to celebrate and honor Raquel 
Welch (Hollywood icon), Merri Dee (Chicago 
legend) and Jamie Ceaser (WTTW hallmark) 
with Mistress of Ceremonies Michah Materre 
(WGN-TV news), while building support and 
recognition within the greater Chicago media 
arts community.
 The evening gala will include cocktails, a 
dinner overlooking Chicago’s skyline, a raffle 
and a silent auction with items and servic-
es from Chicago businesses and those who 
support Women in Film. Purchase tickets 
at http://www.wifchicago.org/site/focus-
awards/2010-focus-awards.

Raquel Welch. photo courtesy of Women 
in Film Chicago

www.aboutfacetheatre.com


BY AMY MATHEnY

The bustling city of Vancouver is the best of all 
worlds: sophisticated, yet relaxed; outdoorsy, 
yet urban; and super-inviting for any LGBT 
traveler. Nestled between the gorgeous Pacific 
Ocean and the majestic Coast Mountains, Van-
couver is one of the most diverse cities in the 
world. With delicious food, gorgeous surround-
ings, vast shopping and diverse influences from 
many cultures, I guarantee you will fall in love 
with this city. 
 And if you are in love, you can actually get 
hitched legally here. That’s right! Same-sex mar-
riage was legalized here in July 2003. It’s a re-
flection of the unconditional love you feel from 
this city as a visitor. 
 My partner and I visited for the first time, and 
I have to say I truly did fall in love with this 
city. We did not get married. Not yet. So perhaps 
we have an excuse to go back again soon and—
who knows?—maybe get hitched!
 We stayed downtown at the Westin Grand (433 
Robson), an exceptional hotel chain committed 
to the LGBT community, and this was one of the 
best. Our hotel had gorgeous views of the wa-
terfront and city, plus outstanding service from 
the concierge, Lisa, to our server in the hotel’s 
restaurant each morning. The Westin Grand is in 
the middle of everything—great shopping, food, 
beachfront and theatre. 
 Here is my “must do” list for Vancouver when 
you visit.

Granville island 
 Fresh Markets, troubadours and art galler-
ies abound on Granville Island. You can spend 
a full day here or just a wonderful afternoon. 
Because of the influence of Emily Carr University 
of Art and Design, there is always activity on 

the island, a cornucopia of delights, and lots of 
people watching. The locals of Vancouver hang 
out here so you will feel like an insider. Check 
out The Arts Club Theatre for a touring show or 
Granville Island Brewing company for beer sam-
pling. But do not miss lunch at Go Fish, a small 
metal shack with fresh fish specials caught an 
hour before it is fried up with chips for you to 
eat al fresco by the water. Heaven!
 And though there are a number of ways get 
to Granville Island, none is better (or more gay) 
than taking the rainbow-colored Aquabus. Ride 
open-aired on the waterway from downtown for 
a great view of the city.

Commercial Drive (The Drive)
 There are two villages in Vancouver, much like 
Chicago, where the boys and girls gather. For the 
women, it is Commercial Drive, or “The Drive,” 
as everyone calls it. It’s a mixture of a vibrant 
Italian community with gelato shops and Ital-
ian bakeries to free- trade world-beat culture 
shops—and lesbians everywhere. It’s the most 
eclectic area we visited in Vancouver. While on 
the Drive check out these hotspots.
 —Womyn’s Ware (896 Commercial Drive): 
Vibes, Lube, and toys galore fill this inviting 
store celebrating women’s sexuality since 1995. 
They even have a DIY area to create the perfect 
sex toy just for you. Listen to my indepth inter-
view on the store in my Vancouver podcast #383 
www.windycityqueercast.com. Or visit http://
www.womynsware.com (and, yes, they ship to 
the states).
 —Havanna (1212 Commercial): This restau-
rant was one of Jennifer Beal’s favorites when 
filming The L Word. Sit out front, people-watch 
and drink refreshing mojitos. There’s live music, 
Cuban food, and sassy art in their own gallery.
 —Virgin Mary’s (1136 Commercial): This place 
features bags, jewelry and women’s clothing in 
a small unique space. These are pieces, sourced 
locally.
 —Dream Designs (956 Commercial): It sells 
bed, bath, baby and yoga apparel of all-natural 
goods.
 —In Again (1124 Commercial): Consignment 
shops abound on The Drive and this one brings 

novelty to their finds. Warm, inviting and easy 
to shop for that rare piece.

Food
 The food is amazing in this city with an empha-
sis on local grown and fresh fish. Here are some 
diverse eats that are tops!
 —Go Fish (Granville Island) Off the beaten 
path on the water in the west harbor boat yard, 
do not miss this small metal hut cooking freshly 
caught halibut, salmon or tuna for amazing fish 
and chips.
 —Chambar (562 Beatty, Crosstown) This is 
one of the city’s hottest restaurants. The atmo-
sphere is seductive and alive with warm people 
and staff. Belgian fused with North African 
cuisine creates a rare and extraordinary dining 
experience. Moules frites are the house special, 
but don’t pass up the lamb shank with honey, 
figs, cinnamon and cilantro—or the duck filled 
with flavors of hazelnut and scallions and a side 
of goat cheese and tarragon gnocchi. Belgian 
brews plus award-winning cocktails make this 
place pop. Try the Blue Fig—oven-roasted figs 
steeped in gin served with a side of Danish blue 
cheese. Yum!
 —Rodney’s Oyster Bar (1228 Hamilton): Rod-
ney’s is a good old-fashioned oyster bar with 
a very young hip clientele and super-hot male 
staff. Sit at the bar at this Yaletown eatery and 
enjoy flirting with staff steaming mussels and 
clams and shucking oysters wearing shirts say-
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vancouver, British Columbia. photo by John Sinal/Tourism vancouver.

Chambar. photo by Amy Matheny
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ing “Suck Me Off” and “Eat Me Raw.” Not gay but 
super queer. And the food is out-of-this-world 
fresh and tasty.
 —Nanaimo bars: These bars are in bakeries 
around the city. Named for the West Coast Brit-
ish Columbian city, Nanaimo, it is most tradi-
tionally a chocolate coconut wafer with light 
vanilla cream filling and bittersweet chocolate 
on top. Truly my favorite Canadian find!

Davie Village
 For the men, location central is Davie Village 
in the West End. With hot pink bus stops and 
rainbow flags, it is obvious that this is the gay-
borhood. There are bars for all types. For exam-
ple, Score is the gay sports bar, and Celebrities 
always has exciting and diverse nights for boys 
and girls. And, just like Chicago, there is a Ham-
burger Mary’s and a Steamworks right on Davie. 
Stop by these unique businesses:
 —1181 Tightlounge (1181 Davie) Hot co-
median/bartender Ryan Steele will make you a 
fabulous drink after a day of sightseeing. Queer 
movies play on the back screen such as Mommie 
Dearest. 1181 Davie
 —Qmunity Queer Resource Centre (1170 Bute) 
Formerly know as the Center, Qmunity is a rich 
resource for what is happening in the LGBT 
community. Outreach programs, services and 
events.  
 —Little Sisters Book and Art Emporium (1238 
Davie) The largest selection of LGBT literature 
in North America. DVD’s, local LGBT magazines/
papers, lube, toys and more. It’s a one-stop shop 
and an institution.
 —English Bay: If the weather is nice, head to 
Davie and Denman to the beach where the boys 
are. See beautiful bodies, the Pacific Ocean and 
mountains all from the shores of the bay. How-
ever if you want clothing optional, check out 
Wreak Beach.

Bike ride in Stanley Park
 Nothing says Vancouver more than Stanley 
Park. Lush and magical. An oasis of over 400 fir 
trees on 1,000 acres. A perfect escape to urban 
life right next to downtown. Best way to see it 

is on a bike and they are easy to rent. Ride the 
outer edge and explore inside for as long as you 
can.
 And special events are always happening in 
Vancouver. In September the Vancouver Fringe 
Festival takes over the city. The Out on Screen 
Queer Film Festival is Aug. 12-22. Vancouver 
Pride (July 30-31, 2011) is late enough that you 
can enjoy Chicago’s Pride and then head north. 
And, for you sporty types, don’t miss the 2011 
North American Outgames (July 25-31, 2011).
 Best of all, Tourism Vancouver wants to bring 
you and five of your friends to this amazing city 
with its “Take A Party of 5 To Vancouver Pride 
2011” Sweepstakes. Enter to win at http://www.
tourismvancouver.com/five. It is free to enter 
through Dec 31, 2010. 
 Hope you win or plan your own trip soon. 
 Resources for any travel to Vancouver should 
include: tourismvancouver.com and gayvan.
com.
 Listen to my two-part podcast series on Van-
couver at http://www.windycitymediagroup.
com.
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The west end of Vancouver. Photo by Andy Mons/Tourism Vancouver

From left:
Amy Matheny, 
Marilyn (aka 
Carlotta 
Gurl),
Kelli
Simpkins 
and Angus 
Praught
from gayvan.
com at Davie 
hotspot bar 
1181

Commercial Drive. Photo by Amy Matheny

Official Lighting Sponsor

Corporate Sponsor Partners

Lead Corporate Sponsor 

Exclusive Airline of 
Goodman Theatre

312.443.3800
GoodmanTheatre.org

THE MUSICAL SENSATION OF
THE SEASON IS FINALLY HERE!

PETTERINO’S, Promotional Partner 
for Candide. Photo of Geoff Packard 
by Brian Warling. 

Special discounts for groups 
of 10 or more: 312.443.3820

Media Sponsors

MUSIC BY LEONARD BERNSTEIN
BOOK ADAPTED FROM VOLTAIRE BY HUGH WHEELER

LYRICS BY RICHARD WILBUR
ADDITIONAL LYRICS BY STEPHEN SONDHEIM, JOHN LATOUCHE, 

LILLIAN HELLMAN, DOROTHY PARKER AND LEONARD BERNSTEIN
DIRECTED AND NEWLY ADAPTED FROM THE VOLTAIRE BY MARY ZIMMERMAN

Featuring the music of Leonard Bernstein with contributions from the greatest lyricists from the 20th 
century—from Stephen Sondheim to Dorothy Parker—this outrageous musical satire tells the story of 
the naïve Candide, who is banished for romancing the Baron’s daughter only to be plagued by a series of 
absurd hardships that challenge his optimistic outlook of life and love. Candide will leave you enchanted.

ANYONE WHO LOVES MUSICALS MUST SEE CANDIDE!

EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND
THROUGH OCTOBER 31!

HURRY, THE BEST SEATS ARE GOING FAST!

www.goodmantheatre.org


Suzanne Vega:
‘Love’ is all
she needs
BY JERRY NUNN

Suzanne Vega stuck in our heads with unforget-
table hits such as “Luka” and “Tom’s Diner” in 
the ‘80s. She chatted Nunn on One with a look 
back and a look forward. 
 Windy City Times: Good morning, Suzanne. 
I haven’t seen you in years. The last time was 
at [the now-closed] Tower Records years ago.
 Suzanne Vega: That has been a long time.
 WCT: Is this the first time you have been at 
the Old Town School of Music?
 SV: I have heard about it for years but this is 
the first time.
 WCT: I just saw Aimee Mann play there. It is 
intimate and a great space but everyone will 
be sitting on top of you.
 SV: Well, that’s okay. [Both laugh.] I am 
ready.
 WCT: Talk about Close-Up. You will be doing 
songs from both volumes.
 SV: Yes, that’s right: Love Songs and the new 
collection of old songs, People & Places. It is 
kind of hard to present it. It is a new album but 

older songs. It is a mixture of older and newish, 
all of it stripped-down and done [acoustically]. 
It is not a full band. It is me with my guitar 
player Gerry Leonard and bass player Mike Vesce-
glia. 
 WCT: What new material is on the album?
 SV: The newest thing is the song “The Man 
Who Played God,” which was on the Sparkle-
horse album that was released in July of this 
year. I did a stripped-down acoustic version of 
that song. 
 WCT: You did all of these love songs on the 
first volume. What do you think makes a good 
love song?
 SV: The songs that I consider to be a love 
song are the ones about love. I have some room 
to improve to be honest. I feel you can always 
deepen a love song or widen it. I think my love 
songs are fairly quirky. So I would not judge my 
love songs against the standards of all time. 
When I write a love song I am just trying to ex-
press one side of it. I don’t think I have written 
the quintessential love song yet.
 WCT: And you are in love and been married 
for a while.
 SV: Yes, it is going to be five years in Febru-
ary. 
 WCT: Congrats. I saw on your website that 
you are doing a play on the life of Carson Mc-
Cullers.
 SV: Yes, I am doing that in April of next year. 
It is already booked for the Rattlestick Theatre, 
which is off Broadway here in New York. In fact 
that is what I am working on this week. I am 
working on the script and on the songs.
 WCT: I didn’t know too much about Carson. 
What can you tell people about her?
 SV: She is a fascinating writer who wrote in 
the ‘30s and wrote all the way until she died in 
the ‘60s. She wrote The Member of the Wedding 
and The Heart is a Lonely Hunter. She is from the 
South. She has a very interesting social view. 
She is a great and interesting author with a wild 
personal life. 

 WCT: Did you have to learn a Southern ac-
cent?
 SV: I listened to a lot of her recordings. She 
has a deep dark thick Southern accent. I mimic 
her as well as I can, as well as mixing it in with 
other influences. So the answer is “yes.”
 WCT: I want to come see that.
 SV: Yeah, it has been really fun. We have been 
doing readings from time to time in preparation 
for the opening in April. The real test of it will 
be when I go down for her birthday. They are 
having a big birthday celebration for her in Feb-
ruary at the Carson McCuller estate in Georgia. 
So I am going to go and perform the play there 
in February. 
 WCT: Oh, my gosh!
 SV: Yes—”Oh, my gosh”—I have to make sure 
that southern accent is absolutely credible. 
 WCT: That is making me nervous just think-
ing about it.
 SV: It is making me nervous, too. [Both laugh.] 
Anytime that I am not on tour, I am working on 
it. This project is huge but a lot of fun and I am 
loving it.
 WCT: It is something different for you. Have 
you done much acting before this?
 SV: I minored in acting in college, in theatre. 
I have done little things here and there but this 
is the biggest role that I have had.
 WCT: I read your dad is Puerto Rican.
 SV: My stepdad who raised me is Puerto Rican. 
He passed away two years ago. I was raised in 
a half-Puerto Rican family. My mom is actually 
from Minnesota and grew up in Ohio. 
 WCT: Did you always want to be a singer?
 SV: I wanted to do a lot of things in the arts. 
I wanted to either write or act or sing or dance. 
I did all of those things when I was kid. I always 
had people coming up to me and saying, “You 
are kind of artsy, aren’t you?” Yes, I was and still 
am.
 WCT: You studied dance.
 SV: Yes, I went to the High School of Perform-
ing Arts as a dance major. 
 WCT: That is a school like in the movie and 
television show Fame?
 SV: That is the Fame school—the one it was 
based on.
 WCT: I wanted to go to that school!
 SV: It is a really good school. Actually, my 
daughter goes there as a vocal major. It has got-
ten even better than it was back then. Before it 
was kind of small but now has merged with the 
other art school. It is bigger and the other aca-
demics are really good. My daughter is singing 
opera.
 WCT: Wow.
 SV: It is amazing, really. 
 WCT: Natalie Merchant was just telling me 
that her daughter sings, too. I wonder if Ma-
donna’s daughter is going to sing as well?
 SV: Well, interestingly, Madonna’s daughter 
is going to that school. She just entered as a 
freshman in the drama department. 
 WCT: What a small world!
 SV: I know. 

 WCT: We are doing our 25th-anniversary is-
sue next week. Do you remember what you 
were doing in 1985?
 SV: I will tell you exactly what I was doing. 
I was doing exactly what I am doing right now. 
The reason that I remember it so clearly is be-
cause it was the year my first album came out. 
I have been celebrating my own 25th anniver-
sary. 
 WCT: We both have come a long way.
 SV: That was the year my first record, Suzanne 
Vega, came out so I was on tour and I was doing 
press. I had just quit my day job as a reception-
ist, so that was fun. I was touring around the 
country in an RV because we couldn’t afford a 
real tour bus. It was a great year. We have been 
doing a little set of songs within the set to mark 
our 25th anniversary.
 WCT: I remember listening to your track 
“Left of Center” on the Pretty in Pink sound-
track in high school, and my friend told me to 
go back and listen to your first album.
 SV: Cool. Pretty in Pink was pretty exciting 
when it came out, and that movie has really had 
legs. 
 WCT: I have talked to so many artists from 
that soundtrack recently: Echo & the Bunny-
men, Psychedelic Furs and, now, OMD this 
week. Everyone is still active. I am looking 
forward to seeing you again at the show. It 
has been too long.
 SV: Great! See you there.
 Suzanne Vega’s Close-Up Vol. 2, People & 
Places will be out Oct. 12 with more volumes 
next year; visit http://www.suzannevega.com 
for more information. Look for her show at 
the Old Town School of Music Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. 
and 10 p.m.; for tickets, visit http://www.
oldtownschool.org.

Suzanne Vega. Photo by Mary Rozzi
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NUNN ON ONE: MUSIC

Aimee Mann’s
voice carries
BY JERRY NUNN

“Voices Carry” was a huge hit in 1985, when 
the group ‘Til Tuesday ruled the airwaves. 
With an unforgettable video and shocking 
platinum blonde hair, Aimee Mann fronted 
the band and continued on with a successful 
solo career. Aimee reflected on the past just 
before her recent Chicago appearance at the 
Old Town School of Folk Music.
 Windy City Times: I always wanted to ask 
you if ‘Til Tuesday would ever get back to-
gether, or was that in the past now?.
 Aimee Mann: The keyboard player left the 
band, then the guitar player left, so it was 
me and the drummer. [Laughs] So it was why 
not just be a solo artist? He is my manager 
anyway so we kept working together just in 
a different configuration. I don’t think that 
anybody wanted to reform. I would never 
want to do that. Once you are on your own 
and realize that you can form a band with 
each new project, you realize that you can 
get that band experience without everyone 
being married to each other and tearing each 
other’s throats out on the road. 
 Mann (whose full interview is online at 
http://www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com) 
and Vega are not the only singers provid-
ing a trip back in time for our readers. 
Read interviews with members from the 
groups OMD and Crowded House online.

Aimee
Mann.
Photo by
Sheryl
Nields
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BY TRACY BAIM

Wow. Windy City Times is 25 years old. I can 
hardly believe it, and I was there at its birth 
in September 1985, as founding managing edi-
tor. Time is funny: Some days it feels like just 
yesterday when a group of staffers from Chuck 
Renslow’s GayLife newspaper left to start Windy 
City Times. Sometimes it feels like 50 years. 
 Five years ago, when Windy City Times marked 
its 20th anniversary, both Jorjet Harper and I re-
flected back on those early years of the newspa-
per, from the freezing typesetting conditions to 
the staff mutinies (GayLife to Windy City Times 
to Outlines and back to Windy City Times). At 
the end of this essay are links to those original 
columns, so we don’t have to revisit too much of 
that early pain.
 I wanted to focus this piece on both summa-
rizing where we have come from, but also on 
the highlights of the past 25 years. I am a little 
bit emotional about this 25-year anniversary, in 
part because of the long road, but also because 
this summer I went through some horrid medical 
procedures. On May 6 I went to the emergency 
room and found out I had to have multiple sur-
geries to remove some benign tumors. One sur-
gery failed, and I nearly died. I spent five weeks 
in the hospital and was helped greatly by my 
partner Jean Albright, my family and dozens of 
friends who helped in my recovery. 
 A near-death experience, which I have had a 
few times in my life, forces you to look back 
on what you have accomplished, and what more 
you’d like to do. I had just started a book about 
Obama and the gay community before my hos-
pital stay, so when I began getting better, in 
August, I pushed through to finish that book, 
which is now available (Obama and the Gays: A 
Political Marriage). But I also realized I am the 
luckiest person for being able to still do what I 
love, journalism, for a community I care so much 
about. Yes, this community can be very difficult 
and at times infuriating and de-motivating. But 

there are also tremendous people who make the 
work worth the sacrifices.

Way Back Machine: 1985
 Back in 1985, I was 22 years old with one year 
of experience as a reporter and then managing 
editor for GayLife newspaper. I had been writ-
ing since I was 10, and majored in journalism 
at Drake University, but this was my first “real 
job.” I respected owner Chuck Renslow and liked 
him very much. But because the community was 
changing and the paper itself was having dif-
ficulties, I made the emotional and tough deci-
sion to go with Bob Bearden, the sales manager, 
and his partner Jeff McCourt, a part-time writer, 
and Drew Badanish, the art director, to found 
Windy City Times that September.
 We had many freelancers, typesetters and 
delivery people who sacrificed their time and 
health for the founding months of the paper, 
including Jorjet Harper and Toni Armstrong Jr. 
Working under difficult circumstances, we had 
just an amazing group of people who made the 
launch of Windy City Times something the com-
munity could be proud of. 
 But Bob Bearden soon got ill from AIDS-relat-
ed causes. While he survived many more months, 
the spirit of the paper was gone. The fights be-
came legendary, and our faith in the leadership 
soon collapsed. Bob died in early 1987, which 
set the stage for my decision to seek out inves-
tors to either purchase Windy City Times from 
Jeff, or start a new paper.
 A new paper it was. Outlines started in June 
1987 with about 90 percent of the staff from 
WCT, and went head to head with Windy City 
Times for 13 years. Outlines soon went monthly, 
and then we started Nightlines (now Night-
spots), Blacklines, En La Vida and other print 
media. Outlines added an online website around 
1995, and basically tried to serve the community 
as best we could, despite the strong competition 
from WCT. Outlines went weekly again in the late 
1990s.

 Jeff suffered another staff mutiny in 1999, 
and those defecting staffers started Chicago 
Free Press (which closed earlier this year). Those 
two papers fought it out in the courts and the 
streets for a year, and WCT was so weakened 
that Jeff folded it late summer of 2000. I called 
Jeff and offered to buy the name (and only the 
name) and a few weeks later I merged Outlines 
into Windy City Times, and Jeff retired to deal 
with his health issues. (Jeff died in 2007, the 
same year I nominated him to be in the city’s 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame.)
 
Highlights and lowlights
 There are several stories and events that are 
highlights for me in being a part of—and cov-
ering—the community for more than 26 years 
(adding in GayLife):
 —I came of age as a gay media reporter 
when the city had just a few dozen diagnosed 
cases of AIDS. This was like coming into a war 
zone, as people on our own staff, and all over 
the gay community, began to die very quickly, 
with no end in sight. It was a privilege to in-
terview, photograph, and document the lives of 
key movement leaders and everyday people with 
AIDS during those early years. From angry activ-
ists and gay politicians, to healthcare advocates 
and founders of critical AIDS service groups, it 
was an important time to document our com-
munity. It has been my honor to write hundreds 
of obituaries for the many movement leaders 
and activists, those who have died from AIDS or 
many other causes, to make sure their stories are 
not lost.

 —Meeting and interviewing Mayor Harold 
Washington was a highlight for me as a young 
journalist. He was a big teddy bear of a man, 
warm and fierce at the same time. Covering his 
re-election was exciting and rewarding.
 —The push for the city’s human-rights ordi-
nance was at a fever-pitch in the mid-1980s. 
The forced (and failed) vote under Washington 
lead to heightened community activism, and 
eventual passage under Mayor Eugene Sawyer in 
1988. The work of the Gang of Four and hundreds 
of other activists and politicians was incredible 
to watch and cover.
 —In 1985, I drove to northern Minnesota to 
interview Karen Thompson in one of the more 
tragic stories of the 1980s gay movement. Her 
partner Sharon Kowalski was severely injured 
in a November 1983 car accident, and Sharon’s 
family won court victories to keep Karen out of 
her life. This badly impacted Sharon’s recovery 
and future health. Interviewing Karen less than 
two years after the accident, and after Sharon 
had been moved to a nursing home, was very 
difficult, but her story served as an example to 
gay couples across the country to get their legal 
paperwork in order. Sadly, these types of cases 
still happen.
 —I witnessed the courage of Black LGBT activ-
ists in pushing for inclusion in the Bud Billiken 
Parade. Janice Layne recommended applying to 
be in the parade, and when activists won (with 
the help of Lambda Legal) and subsequently 
marched in the event, I was happy to walk the 
route taking photos. This was a wonderful event 

Windy City Times at 25

The Chicago-Sun-Times reports on the GayLife departures to found Windy City Times in Sept. 1985.

Group photo circa 1986 of Windy City Times staffers and freelancers at the Belmont El stop, front 
row from left: Tracy Baim, Jeff McCourt, Larry Shell, Benjamin Dreyer, William Burks. Back row: M.J. 
Murphy, Chris Stryker, Hugh Johnson, Steve Alter, Shani, Jorjet Harper (hidden behind Shanti), Law-
rence Bommer, Yvonne Zipter, Bill Williams (partially hideen), Chris Cothran, Jill Burgin, Jon-Henri 
Damski and Mel Wilson. Photo by M.J. Murphy

Turn to page 36

ANNIVERSARY ISSUEWINDY CITY
TIMES

This special celebratory section features essays by Tracy Baim, Rex Wockner 
and Jorjet Harper; feature articles by Richard Knight, Jr., Ross Forman and 
David Byrne; as well as intriguing photos of Chicago’s LGBT past and actual 
covers from the first two years of Windy City Times.
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From left: The founding meeting of Lesbian Community Cancer Project (photo by Tracy Baim). Next, Jon Simmons, Mayor Daley and Nancy Reiff in the Pride Parade (photo by Mike Carter). Art Johnston 
giving an IMPACT donation to Ron Sable, 44th Ward aldermanic candidate (photo by Lisa Howe-Ebright). And the Metropolitan Business Association in the 1979 March on Washington—Chuck Renslow is 
in the center (photo by Steven Kulieke).

th25



to cover, and the acceptance from the onlookers 
brought tears to my eyes. I had watched the 
parade as a child, because my mom covered the 
parade for the Chicago Defender.
 —Being a part of the Gay Games was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience as an organizer, show-
casing Chicago to the world—and breaking even 
financially. I think we did our city proud, despite 
the odds against us.
 —Receiving the Community Media Workshop’s 
Studs Terkel Award, presented by Terkel himself, 
was a career highlight.
 —Founding the Chicago Area Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce was also an important ac-
complishment for me, back in 1995. I believe 
it was the first gay and lesbian business group 
to use the word “chamber” in its title, and now 
that has been replicated all over the country. 
Around that time I also received the Crain’s Chi-
cago Business 40 Under 40 Award, which made 
me feel accepted beyond the gay community.
 —Attending the 1987 and 1993 Marches on 
Washington were wonderful experiences, as was 
the 1994 Stonewall 25 March combined with the 
Gay Games in New York. Priceless.
 —Starting BLACKlines and En La Vida news-
papers were emotional highlights for me, espe-
cially the first anniversary party for BLACKlines, 
at the DuSable Museum. The economics couldn’t 
support those papers after 10 years of publish-
ing, but I was very happy to have been publisher 
of those important monthly newspapers.
 —The ChicagoGayHistory.org website has been 
a labor of love for me, interviewing hundreds of 
current and former Chicagoans on gay issues. I 
want to do many more—only time and funding 
restricts all it can be. The companion book, Out 
and Proud in Chicago: An Overview of the City’s 
Gay Movement (Agate, 2008) was an incredible 
whirlwind experience, as editor and co-writer.
 —Producing the film Hannah Free, starring 
Sharon Gless, well, that is an experience I can’t 

even compare to anything else!
 —Interviewing Barack Obama in 2004 for his 
U.S. Senate run, and now doing an in-depth 
book on him, is certainly a highlight of my jour-
nalism career.

 There are many more highlights. But there are 
also lowlights. The most difficult times have 
been covering the bad parts of our communi-
ty—from serial killers and other violence, to the 
theft and mismanagement at gay organizations, 
to the racism and sexism and other “isms” that 
poison our movement. There are many ugly sides 
to our community, and having experienced some 
of that first-hand, I can only say that persever-
ance pays off. You just have to keep plugging 
along when you are criticized or personally at-
tacked, do what you think is right at the time, 
and move on, keep moving forward with your 
own dreams. The community is much larger than 
it was in 1985, which makes it easier to find 
those of like minds. But that also means we are 
also more divided, it seems, along many lines 
(gender, race, class, age, etc.). Work hard at 
your own dreams, and help others achieve their 
dreams—that will sustain you.
 While there are difficulties in the community, 
and sometimes scandals, I am also so proud of 
how far our community has come. And Windy 
City Times and Outlines have been very proud 
to sponsor and cover thousands of community 

non-profit events over the years. 

 While I have been publisher of Windy City Times 
since 2000, and was a co-founder in 1985, my 
heart really is in writing and taking photos, in 
documenting the community for future genera-
tions. I admit I am not the best business person 
or boss, but I am very thankful for the hundreds 
of people who have helped create gay media 
in Chicago these past 25 years. From investors 
(Nan, Pete and Scott, especially) to reporters, 
photographers to delivery people, sales reps to 
business people, all have played important roles 
in helping us survive.
 We have a great team of people who continue 
this tradition in 2010. And the average num-
ber of years our employees have been with us 
is more than 10. Some of our writers have been 
with us for 25 years, and in gay media even lon-
ger. That experience and loyalty is what we most 
value. And the same is true for our readers and 
advertisers who remain committed to the writ-
ten word, whether that is in print form, on the 

Internet, on an iPhone or iPad. Or now if it is 
transformed for audio or video on our website.
 Thank you. Thank you to all of the people who 
made Windy City Times, Outlines, Nightlines, 
Nightspots, Blacklines, En La Vida, Identity, Out! 
Guide, Windy City Queercast and all the rest pos-
sible. 
 We hope to continue to serve you for many 
more years to come.
 
LINKS to stories in the 20th-anniversary is-
sue of Windy City Times:

Tracy Baim’s Sept. 21, 2005 look back at Windy 
City Times’ founding: 
http://tinyurl.com/WCTat20

Jorjet Harper’s Sept. 21, 2005 look back at the 
founding of WCT:
http://tinyurl.com/WCTat20B

AIDS Legal Council of Chicago
congratulatesWindy City Times on its

25th anniversary.

www.aidslegal.com

Preserving, promoting and protecting the legal rights of people with HIV.

Windy City Times is fortunate to still be 
around in 2010, when vast changes in tech-
nology and the economy have caused the de-
mise of many other media, gay and non-gay. 
Do you care? If you do, here are some no-cost 
and low-cost ways to help Windy City Times 
stay around for another 25 years:
 1) Pick up the paper weekly if you are in 
the Chicago area.
 2) Go to the website daily or at least weekly 
to check for breaking news. Also on the web-
site, download the PDF each week, because 
that helps with our advertisers, to have more 
views.
 3) Respond to ads in the print paper, for 
products and services you need, and let them 
know where you saw their ad.
 4) Respond to ads on the website, www.
windycitymediagroup.com, because advertis-
ers can track where you saw the ad.
 5) Sign up for our weekly email newslet-
ter, via our website, because the more people 
we have on our email newsletter list, the 
stronger our company becomes. And we often 
email special offers and breaking news.
 6) Attend Windy City Media Group events—
we sponsor regular bar events, Windy City Gay 

Idol, the 30 Under 30 Awards, the Windy City 
Times Theater Series and more.
 7) Make us your default website on your 
web browser, so every time you go online we 
pop up—that helps us with our advertisers.
 8) Sign up as a fan of our Facebook page, 
and as a follower on Twitter (we post break-
ing news that way, too). When you like a 
story or photo, let your Facebook and Twitter 
friends know by posting links.
 9) Sign up for our iPhone application—it’s 
free!
 10) Donate. You can always donate time as 
a volunteer at our events, or donate funds to 
us, even though we are not a 501(c)(3) non-
profit. Increasingly, media companies accept 
donations as a form of support. After all, we 
have been a free newspaper for 25 years—
that has value, and if you want to support 
it continuing, we more than welcome this. 
This helps us do original local, national and 
world reporting from a gay perspective—not 
rehashing what wire services put out there. 
 But at the very least, please do support our 
advertisers because they make it possible for 
us to continue to be free.

10-point plan: How can you help gay media?

BAIM from page 35

Bob Bearden, one of WCT’s co-founders. He died 
in early 1987.

Tracy Baim interviews Mayor Harold Washington in late 1986. Photo by William Burks
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The Chicago Cubs congratulate the

Windy City Times
on 25 years! 

Two great Chicago institutions.
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Windy City
Times at 25
BY REx WOCKNER

Tracy Baim and I are kinda old now. Well, she’s 
less old than I am. I hope I remember all this 
right. I was in living in Champaign-Urbana. I 
guess it was 1985. I was supposed to be in grad 
school, but actually was just taking classes in 
this and that. I also was part of an organiza-
tion called the Gay Community AIDS Project. We 
had produced a little pamphlet telling people 
what was safe sex and what was not so safe. I 
also was writing opinion columns for the student 
newspaper. I have a journalism degree and had 
worked as a reporter while in college and for a 
while after graduation.
 One night, I think in a snowstorm, I drove 
down to Charleston, Ill., to Eastern Illinois Uni-

versity, in my capacity as a member of GCAP. 
Tracy was there, too, in her Windy City Times 
editor capacity. I have no idea why. We met. 
We talked. We learned we’d graduated from the 
same journalism school—five years apart, so we 
hadn’t known each other. One thing led to an-
other, and I soon was writing a column for the 
original Windy City Times.
 By January 1988, I’d moved to Chicago to 
work for Tracy as a reporter at Outlines, which, 
as I’m sure is explained elsewhere in this week’s 
edition, is really Windy City Times—or Windy 
City Times is really Outlines. Oh, whatever. The 
history of Chicago gay newspaper wars is a book 
unto itself.
 Outlines didn’t have a lot of money. Tracy paid 
me $13,000. Even on that, I was able to rent 
a large-ish and pleasant studio apartment near 
Addison and Ashland for $375 a month. But still. 
It was Tracy’s idea that I try to syndicate my 
articles to other gay papers—since most gay 
papers in those days only had one or two report-

ers, and they focused on local news. The syn-
dication succeeded. (The first submissions were 
photocopied and sent snail-mail.) I still do some 
similar work today, though there are lots fewer 
gay newspapers now.
 There are many things I could talk about, but 
I’ll just go with the four that popped into my 
head first:
 — Outlines apparently was the first U.S. gay 
newspaper to try to report international gay 
news regularly. This was before the Internet, so 
it was pretty difficult. Here’s what we did: We 
contacted every foreign gay paper and magazine 
that we were able to find out existed and offered 
to mail them a copy of Outlines if they’d mail 
us a copy of their publication, and we jointly 
agreed to share information. Some came air 
mail, some came boat mail. Most were in foreign 
languages.
 What to do about that? Tracy and I figured 
there must be gay people in Chicago who speak 
almost every language on the planet. We put ads 
in Outlines’ classified personals section explain-
ing that we were looking for someone to help 
us read the gay publication from Finland. Or 
Hungary. Or wherever. And it worked. There was 
never a gay publication from anywhere that we 
didn’t find someone to help us read.
 Which was extraordinarily time-consuming. 
Each issue of each publication could require up 
to two hours in a Chicago coffee shop with our 
volunteer translator. But that was life before 
the Innertubes. I wish I could remember all the 
translators’ names, but I can’t, so I won’t print a 
partial list.
 Later, we got on the fax lists for major gay 
organizations in various countries—and some-
times their press releases were even bilingual. 
That cut out the lag time that unavoidably 
plagued some of our international items. I also 
racked up insanely huge international phone 
bills, which Tracy paid without complaint. Inter-
national phone calls in those days averaged over 
$1 per minute.

 All of the above started to change after about 
six years when gay organizations began to come 
online.
 In the interim and thereafter, since I was mak-
ing a little more money from syndication, I was 
able to send myself abroad to cover certain sto-
ries. I was there the day Denmark’s first-in-the-
world civil-union law took effect, the night the 
Netherlands conducted the world’s first same-sex 
marriages, and the days that Moscow and Lenin-

Congratulations 
to Windy City 
Times for 25 

years of devoted 
service to the 
community!

Give Your Thoughts on 
the 48th Ward

ABOVE: The Gang of Four at a downtown press 
conference in the 1980s. From left: Laurie Ditt-
man, Art Johnston, Rick Garcia and Jon-Henri 
Damski. 

BELOW: A Gay and Lesbian Town Meeting gath-
ering in the 1980s, pushing for gay rights. From 
left: Rick Garcia, Laurie Dittman, Jonathan Katz 
and Irwin Keller.

Rex Wockner from mid the 1980s, early 1990s and today.
Turn to page 51
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Sidetrack the Video Bar • 3349 N. Halsted • Valet parking available • SidetrackChicago.com

Happy Anniversary
Tracy Baim and
our friends at
Windy City Times

What a
treat to have

grown up
together!

NIGHT OF 100 DRAG QUEENS THE 19TH ANNUAL REVUE...

TICKETS
NOW AVAILABLE FROM

YOUR BARTENDER
OR ONLINE AT EQIL.ORG

October 19 & 20
EVENT TO BENEFIT
EQUALITY ILLINOIS
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Pictured on these two pages are front covers from the Windy City Times, starting with the first cover on Sept. 26, 1985. The others are covers randomly selected from the first year+ of Windy City Times. The 
issues were different in 1985, but in so many ways they were also the same as 2010. The AIDS plague was predominant, as Chicago and the world began to see unimaginable losses of people in their prime. 
Chicago lost a whole generation of gay male leaders, and in 1985 and 1986, many well-known Chicagoans died, not just of AIDS, but other causes. There were battles with political leaders, gays working for 
gay and pro-gay elected officials (openly gay aldermanic candidate Dr. Ron Sable would come close to wining the 44th Ward post), pride parades, protest marches against the mainstream media, a Gay $ (Dol-
lars) business campaign, infighting at gay groups, the founding of new groups, violence, sports, music, movies, theater, literature, and so much more. The times they are a changin’ — but not always as fast 
as we think.
— Tracy Baim, co-founder and publisher

Covering the past

September 26, 1985 November 21, 1985 July 3, 1986

July 10, 1986 July 17, 1986 September 4, 1986
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November 28, 1985 January 16, 1986 January 30, 1986 February 6, 1986

March 27, 1986 May 1, 1986 May 8, 1986 July 31, 1986

December 18, 1986 January 29, 1987 February 5, 1987 February 26, 1987
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BY JORJET HARPER

I’ve been browsing through a large plastic stor-
age bin in my back room that’s filled with stacks 
of clippings of articles I wrote for Windy City 
Times, Outlines, OutWeek and GayLife during the 
1980s and early 1990s. Looking through these 
many articles and photos from 20 to 25 years 
ago is a weird experience, because the stories 
themselves are from a bygone era—with names 
and faces and events that seem so distant now, 
in light of where we are today—and yet I can 
relive the emotional environment of that time 
as if I’d been there just yesterday.
 Still, it’s difficult to convey how exciting—
sometimes even thrilling—it was to work in gay 
and lesbian journalism a quarter of a century 
ago. To be in the midst of the gay and lesbian 
cultural renaissance (or more accurately, a nais-
sance, since nothing like it had ever happened 

before) that was taking place in the latter half 
of the 1980s, to think about it and to report on 
it was nothing short of exhilarating. At the same 
time, the appalling horror show of AIDS cast its 
long shadow over everything and everyone I 
knew. The highs and lows we experienced were 
steep, to put it mildly, and sometimes followed 
so closely on one another as to seem simultane-
ous. 
 To me, the history of Windy City Times includes 
the history of Outlines, the newspaper that was 
born from WCT in 1987 and merged back with it 
in 2000. I was the first books editor at WCT, and 
went on two years later to be the first arts & 
entertainment editor at Outlines. A major met-
ropolitan gay and lesbian newspaper run by a 
lesbian, Tracy Baim, with a balanced and diverse 
gay and lesbian staff, was something new under 
the sun. Before then, gay and lesbian papers 
were generally aimed at one group or the other: 

papers run by gay men that were exclusively gay 
or overwhelmingly gay with a smattering of les-
bian news thrown in (GayLife, here in Chicago, 
which I also wrote for, was of the latter type), 
and small newsletterish papers that were strictly 
for lesbians, or for feminists and produced by 
lesbians. The fact that our paper consciously 
strove for parity between men and women was 
something quite innovative. Of course, we also 
included stories by and about bisexuals and 
transgender people—though it would be years 
before the community “officially” recognized it-
self as LGBT.
 The Outlines newspaper office was essentially 
one large open space, on the third floor of a 
loft building on Belmont Avenue. The building 
housed a number of little corporations, arts 
groups and some light manufacturing. Right 
next door to our offices was, I remember, a busi-
ness that manufactured action figures and other 
small toys; they often kept their door open and, 
walking by, I could see people inside making 
little figurines from molds; the smell of hot resin 
and plastic often wafted into the corridor. 
 The building was run-down, but had a certain 
bohemian charm—real exposed brick walls in 
places, big tall windows that let in a lot of light 
during the day, and high ceilings. This charm 
could fade quickly when the heat didn’t work or 
the bathroom pipes clogged, but it was a good 
space for a newspaper. We had a lively pigeon 
hangout on the roof and, more often than not, 
during our frequent inter-office conversations 
about homosexuality, the wind outside would 
shift and we could hear a chorus of cooing and 
mating from the birds upstairs. 
 Rather than the clunky typesetting machine 
that was standard at the time, we had just gotten 
multiple Apple computers—which themselves 
would be considered antiques now, of course—
that were a great advancement in sizing and ar-
ranging articles on a page. But every story that 
came into the office from a freelancer had to 
be hand-typed into the computer, because there 
was no such thing as email. And there were no 
cell phones—anyone who was out of the office 
and not at home was unreachable. And no digi-
tal cameras; I had a darkroom in my apartment, 
and spent a portion of my time painstakingly 
(compared to today) developing film and mak-
ing prints for the paper, of my own photos and 
others’.
 You never knew when a well-known gay author 
or a nationally known activist might stop by the 
office, as they often did. It was fantastic to be 
able to call up Larry Kramer for information, and 
to interview Audre Lorde or Lily Tomlin. It was 
a time of discovery for me, too—every week I 
found out more about authors and artists and 
historical figures who were gay and lesbian, as 
new books about them came out, and I’d turn 
what I’d learned into an article. Joe Orton, Sap-
pho, Cavafy, Margaret Anderson ... I researched 
and read about them and then enthusiastically 
reported what I’d learned. 
 Though I concentrated on cultural events, I 
still did some news reporting. For instance, I did 

ongoing coverage of Karen Thompson’s efforts 
on behalf of her lover, Sharon Kowalski, who had 
been severely disabled in a car crash in 1983. 
The lengthy legal battle went on for years, as 
Kowalski’s homophobic father, who was her le-
gal guardian, had kept Kowalski isolated from 
Thompson in a nursing home with no rehabilita-
tion, and refused to accept that his daughter 
was a lesbian. The case inspired books, plays 
and a documentary film, and brought attention 
to the need for durable power of attorney for gay 
and lesbian couples. It was finally resolved in 
Thompson’s favor in 1991, and became a land-
mark in establishing gays and lesbians as legal 
guardians of their partners. 
 Most of us who worked at WCT and Outlines 
lived and breathed gay and lesbian community; 
gay activism; and gay and lesbian culture. When 
we weren’t actually working on specific newspa-
per tasks, we’d sit around the office and discuss 
the waves and waves of controversies that were 
always swirling around in the community and, in 
one way or another, making news. There was al-
ways more to do and a feeling of urgency about 
the time we had to do it in. On the nights when 
I wasn’t working late, I’d be going to gay and 
lesbian plays, readings, musical performances, 
dances—or going to a funeral. The reality of 
AIDS intensified my commitment to gay and les-
bian rights, and I think this may have been the 
case for many LGBT people at that time. Truly, it 
was the best of times and the worst of times.
 The Wikipedia article on LGBT history dismiss-
es the 1980s as “a dismal period for homosexu-
als.” “Dismal” is not how I’d describe it at all. 
Yes, it was frightening, with AIDS hanging over 
the heads of so many of my friends, and with 
the obituary section of the paper ever-growing, 
week after week. But the ’80s also were a time 
of enormous expansion in activism (most promi-
nently, the rise of ACT UP), in advances in gay 
rights and in the birth of new cultural institu-
tions. 
 Local gay cultural organizations—choruses, 
art groups, bands—and professional organiza-
tions that had begun in the late ’70s and early 
’80s had, by the mid-to-late ’80s, sprung up in 
so many places that they were starting to have 
annual national gatherings that we covered. 
And there were the many annual women’s music 
festivals back then. Out gays and lesbians still 
weren’t being portrayed on television (the first 
ongoing gay TV character I can recall was played 
by Martin Mull on Roseanne, in the early 1990s) 
but there were enough movies being made about 
us to spark the growing number of gay and les-
bian film festivals, and we reviewed as many of 
these films as we could.
 But the mainstream press was still loathe to 
report anything about gays and lesbians except 
AIDS-related news. This became glaringly obvi-
ous after the “Great March”—the Oct. 11, 1987 
National March on Washington for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights in Washington, D.C. Those of us who 
worked in the gay and lesbian press ran from 

Back in the day

Turn to page 51

A Mountain Moving Coffeehouse show. Mountain Moving was the longest continuously operating 
women’s coffeehouse in the world when it closed in the early 2000s. It had started in the 1970s. 
Photo by Tracy Baim

The Third Annual Lesbian Conference, in Chicago in 1990. Pictured from left are Leslie, Judy, Kitty 
and Lola. Photo by Tracy Baim
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jandee.com

Jan Dee Jewelry has proudly occupied an 
important place in the Lincoln Park and Lakeview 
neighborhoods since 1973. Specializing in fine 
jewelry, custom engagement rings, commitment rings 
and wedding bands.

“Proud to be a part of the 
community and a supporter of 
Windy City Times all 25 years”

Sept. 29, 2010WINDY CITY TIMES 43
25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth 25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth

www.jandee.com


Congratulations to
Windy City Times
on 25 years of service

Proud to be a community-owned
law firm, advertising for 25 years

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

773-248-8887
www.mulryanandyork.com

Mulryan 
& York

Attorneys at Law

Congratulations to Tracy Baim and the staff 
of Windy City Media Group on the 25th 

anniversary of the paper!

Patsy Lynch
Photographer

2010 Equality Form LGBT Icon

BY DAVID BYRNE WITH TONY PEREGRIN

Music in ‘85
Twenty-five years ago I was an oddity with too 
much Sun-In in my hair going to a grade school 
just over 20 miles outside New York City. My twin 
brother and I had a paper route to help finance 
our budding record collection, which consisted 
of The Pointer Sisters, Pat Benatar and Prince. 
My favorites were Eurythmics and Boy George. 
During a trip into the city, I remember buying 
a Culture Club book, but the one with the most 
pictures of back-up singer Helen Terry. 
 Even though a quarter of a century has passed, 
trends remain constant, as does my fondness of 
music from the Reagan era. 
 My poor parents could not distinguish be-

tween the chirps of Cyndi Lauper, Tracy Ullman, 
Pia Zadora or Madonna. Two iconic vocalists de-
buted in 1985, as both Whitney Houston’s “You 
Give Good Love” and Sade’s “Smooth Operator” 
proved to be breakout hits. 
 Madonna was at her prime, chalking up her 
second number one with “Crazy for You” and ig-
niting the dance floor with “Into the Groove,” 
“Dress You Up” and “Gambler.” During her Live 
Aid performance, a brunette Madonna made a 
quip about the nudes from her salad days sur-
facing in Playboy and Penthouse. At the sold-
out Virgin Tour, Madonna wannabes showed up 
decked out in lace, ribbons and rubber bracelets. 
I had flashbacks to this upon seeing attendees 
aping Lady Gaga at The Monster Ball Tour. 
 My sense of camp was well nourished thanks 
to Jem and the Holograms and pop misfires like 
Denise LaSalle’s “My Toot Toot,” Kurtis Blow’s 
“Basketball” and Billy Crystal’s “You Look Mar-
velous.” 
 In the ’80s men wore make-up, similar to how 
guyliner is trendy now. Neither are reflections 
of one’s sexual orientation. Even Motley Crue 
sported war paint in the video to its cover of 
“Smokin’ in the Boys Room.” Many were oblivi-
ous or in denial about the sexual orientation 
of gender benders like Boy George and Dead or 
Alive’s Pete Burns. Years later, both had reveal-
ing autobiographies.
 Women also defied the norms. Grace Jones’s 
vigilante was the highlight of the James Bond 
film View to a Kill. Later that year, she issued 
her signature “Slave to the Rhythm.” Thompson 
Twins percussionist Alanah Currie had a mohawk 

and hid herself under baggy clothes. With a 
crossbow, outrageous wig and metallic outfit, 
Tina Turner was simply fierce as Aunty Entity in 
Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome. 
 Dead or Alive and Bronski Beat landed their 
career defining hits stateside in 1985. The for-
mer had the often-sampled and often-repack-
aged “You Spin Me Round (Like a Record)” and 
the latter with the gay ode “Smalltown Boy.”
 MTV was well established by this point. Look-
ing back at WHAM!’s “Everything She Wants” 
and “I’m Your Man” as well as Menudo’s “Hold 
Me,” how could we not know that pretty boys 
George Michael and Ricky Martin were gay? In 
1985, we did not have out mainstream artists. 
This was before the wave of Pet Shop Boys, Me-
lissa Etheridge and kd lang coming out in the 
‘90s. But there was plenty of speculation about 
celebrities, some true, most not. 
 Icons David Bowie and Mick Jagger redid Mar-
tha and the Vandellas’ “Dancing in the Streets.” 
Although in elementary school, I was wise 
enough to understand the rumors that the pair 
supposedly did some dancing in the sheets as 
well. 
 Some of the artists we lost to the AIDS epi-
demic scored hits in 1985. Sylvester remained 
a staple in clubland with “Take Me to Heaven.” 
“Tarzan Boy” was the sole hit for Baltimora, 
whose frontman, Jimmy McShane, would lose 
his battle to AIDS 10 years later. Dan Hartman 
topped the dance charts with “We Are the Young” 
and Queen’s “One Vision” was on the Iron Eagle 
soundtrack. At the age of 32, Ricky Wilson of the 
B-52s died due to AIDS-related complications, 

the same month as Rock Hudson. Distraught, 
the band went forth and released Bouncing off 
the Satellites the following year, but took time 
off before returning with 1989’s success Cosmic 
Thing. 
 A VHS tape of Christmas morning has my old-
est sister’s husband talking about a band on the 
verge of crossing over: R.E.M. The quartet from 
Athens, Ga., just came out with Fables of Recon-
struction, which features “Can’t Get There from 
Here” and “Driver 8.” This set newly has been 
revamped with bonus tracks and demo record-
ings. 
 “Money for Nothing” by Dire Straits has the 
lyric “that little faggot with the earring and the 
make up … that little faggot got his own jet air-
plane / that little faggot he’s a millionaire.” If 
any other subculture or minority group had been 
slurred similarly by an outsider, media outlets 
would demand an edit. It is a shame, especially 
since Mark Knopfler has penned tremendous ma-
terial like “Sultans of Swing” and Tina Turner’s 
“Private Dancer.”
 The biggest anthem of 1985 was “We Are the 
World.” Lionel Ritchie, Michael Jackson and 
Quincy Jones assembled an all-star cast includ-
ing Bob Dylan, Diana Ross and Bruce Springsteen 
to raise funds and awareness for the mass starva-
tion throughout Africa. “We Are the World” was 
remade earlier this year for Haiti relief. Unfor-
tunately it was absolutely awful with too many 
Auto-Tuned vocals and not enough talent. 
 All I have to say is, “They don’t make them like 
they used to.”

POP
MAKING
SENSE

Gay bands movement: An early 1980s fundraiser for Toddlin’ Town Performing Arts (outside 
of The Closet bar), with members from both the Chicago Gay/Lesbian Community Band and 
Windy City Gay Men’s Chorus. From the GayLife archives. Photos such as this are also in the 
book Out and Proud in Chicago: An Overview of the City’s Gay Community (Agate, 2008).

The Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus 
in 1985, including Jerry Glover, 
center. Photo by Tracy Baim

Performer Alexandra Billings, before her transition, circa 1985 at 
Club Victoria.
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Visit creaokekaraoke.com.

FRI

Bobby Love’s
9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 525-1200

SAT

Christina’s
10pm-2am

(773) 463-1768

FRI

Hideaway
10pm-2:30 am
(708) 771-4459

SAT

Four 
Farthings

9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 935-2060

FRI

Halsted 
Harp

9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 348-3665

SAT

Coppolino’s
10:30pm-2:30am

(773) 735-8647

SUN

Hideaway
9:30 pm-1:30 am
(708) 771-4459

SAT

Bobby Love’s
9pm-Midnight
(773) 525-1200

SUN

T’s
5 pm-9 pm

(773) 784-6000

THU

Four 
Farthings

9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 935-2060

THU

Wild Pug
9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 784-4811

THU

The Closet
9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 477-8533

WED

Holiday Club
9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 348-9600

WED

Hideaway
9:30 pm-1:30 am
(708) 771-4459

MON

Champions
Oct. 4, 

9:30pm-12:30am
(773) 743-1797

TUES

Jackhammer
10pm-4am

(773) 743-5772

TUES

Green 
Dolphin

9:30pm-1:30am
(773) 395-0066

MON

Spin
10pm-2am

(773) 327-7711

WED

The 
Glenwood

9pm-1am
(773) 764 -7363

Karaoke by Creagh
Sincere congratulations on 25 years of serving the community from
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Movies and 1985
Before the announcer even said her name, 
the spotlight picked up Oprah Winfrey as she 
marched purposely down the aisle. Of course, 
she was wearing purple. A small cheer went up 
from the balcony section and she turned and 
waved momentarily and smiled and then walked 
onstage. There were speeches of congratulations 
and an acceptance of them by Oprah but I don’t 
remember who made them or who else was there 
other than that it was a mixture of Chicago’s so-
cially prominent and a smattering of its colorful 
nightlife denizens (hence my presence). 
 Then the lights dimmed and The Color Purple 
preview began. It was December of 1985.
 At the time, 1985 hadn’t seemed like a par-
ticularly memorable year at the movies. The top 
box-office winners included a wide variety of 
genres that had become populist hits: Back to 
the Future, Rambo and a fourth Rocky movie, 
Out of Africa, The Jewel of the Nile, Cocoon, The 
Goonies, Witness and Spies Like Us. On the face 
of it, only Cocoon, which featured a raft of se-
nior-citizen actors in its cast (along with hunky 
Steve Guttenberg) seemed particularly risky. The 
other stuff—par for the course.
 But the release of The Color Purple—which 
ended up joining this group as a top 10 box-of-
fice winner for the year and garnering a slew of 

Oscar nominations—gave mainstream audiences 
something that none of these other movies did. 
Not just the film debut of both Whoopi Goldberg 
and Winfrey (her real introduction to a national 
audience) or a big-budget movie focused almost 
exclusively on the saga of a group of African 
Americans in the South helmed by the movies 
most successful director—a white man named 
Steven Spielberg. That combination in itself was 
a rarity in cinemas. 
 The real importance of Spielberg’s treacly, by-
the-numbers movie (rightfully the subject of a 
mixed critical response) was the lesbian love 
scene between Goldberg and Margaret Avery 
(another Oscar nominee) plopped down right in 
the middle of the picture. It’s not particularly 
good (it couldn’t be any less sensual) but there 
it is, big as life, in a mainstream studio release 
seen by millions of moviegoers on screens across 
the country and around the world. In 1985 that 
was groundbreaking. 
 Only three years before I remember being at a 
suburban screening of Deathtrap, in which Chris-
topher Reeve gave Michael Caine a quick peck on 
the lips, signaling a gay love affair between the 
two characters. All around me, audience mem-
bers booed and walked out—over a peck on the 
lips between two men. That same year Making 
Love was hounded out of theatres.
 Now, when I look back at the films of 1985, 
the year that Windy City Times was born, I see 
a lot more than that passionate kiss between 
two women for queer movie audiences to take 
note of. Some of the queer movie highlights of 
that year include the raft of unapologetic gay 
characters in Scorsese’s After Hours (including 
the couple in leather drag kissing in the bar 
with open mouths); the sexy love affair between 
screen newcomer Daniel Day-Lewis and Gordon 
Warnecke in Stephen Frears’ My Beautiful Laun-
drette; Paul Reubens as his childlike character, 
Pee Wee Herman, dressing in female drag and 
being frankly delighted as he is objectified by 
two men in Pee Wee’s Big Adventure; and Paul 

Schrader’s artsy, beautiful biopic Mishima: A 
Life in Four Parts, a look at gay Japanese writer 
Yukio Mishima. And as dreadful as the screen 
adaptation of A Chorus Line by Sir Richard At-
tenborough was, the gay characters from the 
stage edition of the landmark musical were kept 
intact.
 Gay director James Ivory with producing 
partner Ismail Merchant also broke through to 
mainstream audiences with A Room with a View, 
which featured full frontal male nudity. William 
Hurt made queer history as the first man to play 
an openly gay character and win an Oscar (for 
Best Actor) in Hector Babenco’s political drama 
Kiss of the Spider Woman. However, 1985 has 
another sad movie first—it was the year that 
Rock Hudson came out of the closet and then 
died shortly thereafter from AIDS—tagging the 
disease for years to come as a “gay plague.”
 For the ladies there wasn’t as much overt 
stuff, although the year did include what would 
become a lesbian classic: out director Donna 
Deitch’s Desert Hearts, which featured an eroti-
cally charged romance between co-stars Helen 
Shaver and Patricia Charbonneau. The year also 
featured a lot of movies with strong women at 
the helm—Glenn Close in Jagged Edge, Geral-
dine Page in The Trip to Bountiful, Jane Fonda, 
Anne Bancroft and Meg Tilly in Agnes of God, 
Anjelica Houston in Prizzi’s Honor, Miranda Rich-
ardson in Dance with a Stranger (the film that 
also introduced audiences to Rupert Everett long 
before he came out). The year also included the 
debut of Madonna in Desperately Seeking Susan 
(arguably, her best movie), Tina Turner in Mad 
Max: Beyond Thunderdome and Cher’s first ma-
jor starring role in Mask. And 1985’s best movie 
villain was gay audience fave Grace Jones in A 
View to a Kill.
 In hindsight, two of my favorite films from 
1985 are only queer upon closer examination. 
In A Nightmare on Elm Street 2: Freddy’s Re-
venge, the confused teenager played by Mark 
Patton (who came out years later) spurns the 
physical advances of his girlfriend and spends 
a lot of time in the company of his muscular 
best friend. Later, he’s caught in what appears 
to be an S&M bar by the school coach, who or-
ders him to return with him to the high school 
where he’s given laps for punishment. Moments 
later in a steamy shower, the coach is dispensed 
in what is nothing less than a homoerotic S&M 
shower stall scene. Screenwriter David Chaskin, 
Patton and the film’s star, Robert Englund, have 
acknowledged that the movie is meant to be a 
rather twisted coming-out story.
 Then there’s Fright Night, in which the teen-
aged Charley (William Ragsdale), a horror movie 
fan, becomes convinced that his new neighbor, 
the fashionable, scarf-wearing Jerry (Chris Sara-
ndon), is a vampire. Soon Charley and his girl-
friend, Amy (Amanda Bearse), along with their 
friend, Ed (Stephen Geoffreys), have convinced 
a washed-up TV horror host (Roddy MdCowall) 
that they’re onto something. Of course Jerry—
aided by his good looking blonde “friend,” Billy 
(Jonathan Cole)—is too clever for the group and 
soon it’s Amy that Jerry is after. Writer-director 
Tom Holland’s script is a nice mixture of camp, 
chills and over the top special effects. But in 
hindsight the movie becomes a veritable queer 
horror flick. Bearse later came out (and now di-

rects LGBT-themed movies), the late McDowall 
was gay, Geoffreys went on to appear in S&M 
gay porn and Sarandon had won an Oscar nomi-
nation playing a gay transgender man in 1975’s 
Dog Day Afternoon. (Note: Fright Night is part 
of the line-up of this year’s Music Box Massacre 
Oct. 9.)
 Finally, 1985 also saw the birth of a lot of 
future gay audience movie faves—Emile Hirsch, 
Kellan Lutz, Keira Knightley, Carey Mulligan, 
Chace Crawford, Amanda Seyfried—actors who 
can play gay characters onscreen without the 
blink of an eye. Now if only we could get just 
one movie star to come out at the height of his 
or her career, there will be much to applaud and 
look forward to in the coming 25 years.

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

BY 
RICHARD

KNIGHT, JR.

Lesbian classics
BY TRACY BAIM

In 1985, the year Windy City Times start-
ed, the lesbian film Desert Hearts debuted. 
I was lucky enough to interview director 
Donna Deitch in Chicago and met co-star 
Patricia Charbonneau shortly after when 
she was the special guest at a local ben-
efit. That movie, along with Personal Best, 
had a strong impact on me as a young les-
bian. Ever since, movies have been a great 
release for me.
 Unfortunately, there are only small num-
bers of lesbian films trickling out around 
the world each year, and very few stand 
the test of time. I certainly hope the film 
I was lucky enough to executive produce, 
Hannah Free, will stand that test. It was a 
labor of love for dozens of people, and star 
Sharon Gless gave her all as the lead.
 Since this is our anniversary issue, and 
Desert Hearts came out the same year as 
Windy City Times, I thought I’d list my 
purely subjective list of my favorite les-
bian feature films. Of course Hannah Free 
is now my favorite, but I left it off the list 
for obvious reasons. 
 Below are my favorite classic or soon-
to-be classic lesbian feature films.
 1) Tipping the Velvet
 2) Desert Hearts
 3) Antonia’s Line
 4) Fire
 5) Imagine Me & You
 6) Aimee & Jaguar
 7) November Moon
 8) Better Than Chocolate
 9) But I’m a Cheerleader
 10) High Art
 11) The World Unseen
 12) Bound
 13) Go Fish
 14) Affinity
 15) Bend It Like Beckham (not quite 
lesbian, but as a soccer player, I love it)
 16) When Night Is Falling
 The list could go on a bit more, but 
these are the standouts for me. I have also 
not seen every lesbian film, especially cur-
rent ones, so I avoided ones from recent 
times.

This huge 1987 AIDS Foundation of Chicago gala featured Angela Lansbury, Oprah Winfrey, Peter Al-
len, the gay and lesbian choral groups and more. Photo by David Miller

Personal PAC’s
Awards Luncheon 

17th Annual

Mon.,
Oct.
18 

Chicago
Hilton

Featuring Oscar winner
Olympia Dukakis

Honoring Hannah Rosenthal and Corinne Wood

For tickets go to 
www.personalpac.org 
or call 312-422-0005

Tracy, 
Congratulations 
and thank you 
for 25 years of 
advocating for 

the reproductive 
choices of 
everyone!

   Always in 
equality and 

choice, 
Terry

Sept. 29, 2010 WINDY CITY TIMES46
25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth 25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth

www.personalpac.org


Sept. 29, 2010WINDY CITY TIMES 47
25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth 25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth

Happy 25th Anniversary
Congratulations to 
all our friends at Windy City Times!
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BY ROSS FORMAN
 
Chicago’s LGBT sports community has grown 
into, arguably, the biggest, best and most orga-
nized in the nation, if not the world.
 And its roots run concurrently with the launch 
of the Windy City Times’ 25 years ago.
 “By 1985, [the LGBT sports community] was 
already getting large. There were already well 
over 1,000 members of MSA (Metropolitan 
Sports Association) and several hundred in each 
of the other groups,” said Chicagoan Dick Uy-
vari. “National organizations and tournaments 
already had been formed in the major GLBT par-
ticipation sports such as softball, bowling, vol-
leyball, tennis, etc. In addition, leagues were 
being formed in other sports, such as darts, flag 
football, pool, golf, etc.”

 And in 1983, the Gay Softball World Series 
and IGBO83CHICAGO, the annual bowling tour-
nament, were very big events that year, each 
bringing in over 500 participants from all over 
North America. 
 Chicago was, for all intents and purposes, the 
gay sports capital of the United States in the 
mid-1980s. 
 That’s because the Gay Athletic Association 
(GAA) had bowling in 1983, as well as men’s 
16-inch softball and volleyball, plus women’s 
softball and volleyball. They both started out 
with four teams, once the women joined the 
North American Gay Amateur Athletic Associa-
tion in 1985, and the men started their 12-inch 
softball league the next year.
 CMSA’s open division softball, which is pre-
dominantly all-male, had only about five teams 
back in the day.
 This season, the league maxed out at more 
than 45.
 And in 1983, there was no beach volleyball 
league; today there are 180 teams.
 And CMSA’s membership has skyrocketed from 
750 members to almost 5,000. 
 “I met Tracy Baim in 1985 when she was play-
ing softball on Peg Grey’s team and she talked 
about starting the paper,” recalls Marcia Hill. “I 

joined the GAA women’s softball and volleyball 
leagues [in ‘83]; I was also playing on the Swan 
Club gay women’s volleyball, basketball and 
softball teams which played in straight Chicago 
park district leagues.”
 Today, there are straight players in every gay 
league, and some teams in any number of sports 
are so good that the straight players want to 
play with the gays, and have no issues with it. 
And vice versa.
 “I first got involved in LBGT sports in the late 
1970s with LPL [Lincoln Park Lagooners] bowl-
ing, and then with GAA/MSA/CMSA bowling in 
the late 1980,” Uyvari said. “At that time, things 
were really in their infancy. It was a new thing 
for us; to be able to join an LGBT-run league 
where we could truly be ourselves. It was excit-
ing and dynamic, a time when you could com-

pete in your sport and have a really great time 
doing it. It was particularly fun going to out-
of-town tournaments, making new friends and 
experiencing the LGBT social scene in other cit-
ies. 
 “One early event that stands out above all 
else was the first Gay Games in 1982, in San 
Francisco, the heart of the LGBT community. 
That ushered in the first truly international LGBT 
event. I was fortunate to be there, as captain of 
the bowling team.”
 Uyvari said that there were only about 15 Chi-
cago-based participants, comprising a bowling 
team, a volleyball team and two tennis players.
 By Gay Games II, held four years later, Team 
Chicago numbered about 200 participants, and 
Uyvari called the second Games, “a ground-
breaking event, as now we were participating on 
a world stage.”
 Gay Games VIII was held this past August, 
2010, in Cologne, Germany—and about 9,500 
participated.
 “The LGBT sports scene has evolved so much 
since the mid 1980s,” said Uyvari, 66, who has 
lived in the Sheridan Park neighborhood of Up-
town for 31 years—and he’s semi-retired from 
the real estate restoration and management in-
dustry.

 “Back in 1983, things were still new and grow-
ing fast. Hundreds of new [gay] athletes were 
joining each year.”
 Sadly, that also was the onset of the HIV and 
AIDS dilemma—and the disease definitely im-
pacted Chicago’s LGBT sports scene.
 “So many young men were getting sick and 
dying,” Uyvari said. “In bowling alone, we had 
over 110 deaths by 1992. And there were prob-
ably many more that we didn’t know of. 
 “So, all sports now have a fundraising com-
ponent to help battle this terrible scourge. In 
bowling, where I was heavily involved, we start-
ed fundraising in 1983, which continues to this 
day in all our leagues and tournaments.”
 Chicago’s LGBT sports scene has definitely 
changed with the times, from a technology 
standpoint. Today, nearly all communication is 
done online. In 1985, it was through mail, tele-
phone, newspapers and word of mouth. 
 “Computers have also made record-keeping 
much easier,” Uyvari said. “As for the sporting 
venues themselves, it is a lot easier now to se-
cure locations, as we’ve become an accepted 
part of the community at large, especially here 
in Chicago. 
 “In some sports, such as bowling, there are 
fewer leagues, although the ones remaining are 
much larger. There has been a concentration to 
a few nights, whereas in the 1980s, there was a 
league nearly every day or night.”
 Uyvari said he still recalls the Windy City 
Times being formed by several members of the 
paper GayLife that decided to strike out on their 
own. “Having been an occasional contributor 
of sports articles, mainly about bowling, I was 
familiar with most of the principals involved,” 
he said. “It seemed to be more of a ‘serious’ 
newspaper with the emphasis on ‘News.’ It soon 
became the dominate ‘news’paper in the LGBT 
community.”
 The LGBT sports community has had many leg-
endary pioneers over the years, many of whom 
have been inducted into the CMSA Hall of Fame. 
There are Hill, Uyvari, Art Johnston and Peg 
Grey, plus Frank Bostic, Sam Coady, Ted Cappas 
and Mike McRaith, among others.
 And certainly Sam Molinaro.
 “The most influential/impactful individual is 
easy: Sam Molinaro,” Uyvari said. “He has done 
more for LGBT sports in Chicago than anyone I 
know. He was one of the founders of GAA/MSA/
CMSA. He was its president from its inception in 
1979 to the early-1990s. He worked long and 
hard to make MSA the largest, most inclusive 
and successful LGBT sports organization in the 
country. Under his guidance, it went from a few 
softball teams to over 3,000 members partici-
pating in numerous sports. I was a member of 
MSA for nearly 30 years, served on the board 
from 1985 to 1990, and saw first-hand Sam’s 
dedication to the organization and all of its 
members.”
 Molinaro, though, has been away from the 
scene since the mid-1990s, and he did not reply 
to multiple interview requests for this story.
 Johnston agreed on the choice of Molinaro: 
“Bar none, the most important person in the 

history of gay/lesbian athletics in Chicago is 
Sam Molinaro, who built GAA (Gay Athletic As-
sociation) which grew from hosting some bowl-
ing leagues (primarily the Tuesday afternoon 
‘bartenders’ league’) and a rag tag 16” softball 
league playing on non-regulation fields in Lin-
coln Park, into the largest GLBT sports associa-
tion in the United States, a distinction it still 
holds today under its current name, CMSA, the 
Chicago Metropolitan Sports Association.”
 Johnston said big gay sports news locally in 
1983 was the Gay Softball World series, held in 
Chicago for the first time (the next time will be 
2011, also in August). And Chicago, contrary 
to all expectations, won, for the first and only 
time. In those days there was only one division, 
what would now be called A division. In a nail-
biting championship game in LIncoln Park, the 
Sidetrack team defeated Atlanta and took home 
the championship.
 Uyvari was a member of MSA, LPL and WCAA 
(Windy City Athletic Alliance) in the early ‘80s, 
and bowled in each of the leagues at Marigold 
Bowl. Plus, he played baseball and volleyball. 
 Uyvari also in 1983 served as the co-director, 
along with Mike Tucker, of IGBO83CHICAGO. This 
was the third annual tournament of IGBO—the 
International Gay Bowling Organization. “It was 
something I had been working on for over a year 
and a half,” Uyvari said. “The first two IGBO an-
nual tournaments had been held in Houston and 
Dallas. Our Chicago IGBO tournament was a big 
success”—and Uyvari and Tucker were honored 
at Gay Chicago Magazine’s annual gala dinner as 
‘Organizers of the Year.’
 “We had 576 bowlers attend [the tournament] 
from across the U.S. and Canada. Our tourna-
ment was the only IGBO tournament to this day 
to max out at capacity,” Uyvari said. “In fact, we 
had to turn away about 60 bowlers. We also were 
the first IGBO annual tournament to raise money 
for AIDS-related charities.”
 So where will Chicago’s LGBT sports scene be 
in another 25 years?
 “Wow, that’s hard to say,” Uyvari answered. 
“I would guess that it will pretty much be the 
same as [it is] today, but even more connected 
through the use of PCs, cell phones, and who 
knows what next technological breakthrough 
[will be.]
 “However, sports will still have to be played 
out on the ball diamond, the volleyball court, 
the bowling lane, etc. And I believe there will 
be more opportunities for seniors and teens, two 
groups that are not that well represented today. 
And perhaps there will be more co-ed leagues, 
but I’m not sure about that. I do firmly believe, 
though, that the Chicago-area LGBT sports scene 
will continue to be vibrant and innovative.”
 Peg Grey was, arguably, the biggest backer for 

Sports and the LGBT community back in the ‘80s

Men’s volleyball tournament, 1980s. Photo by 
Tracy Baim

Women’s softball action in the 1980s. Photo by Tracy Baim Sidetrack men’s softball tem, 1980s. Photo by Tracy Baim

Women’s volleyball, 1984. Peg Grey is front, center. Photo by Tracy Baim

Turn to page 50
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We’ve been right there with you,
Windy City Times!

 We offer heartfelt congratulations to Tracy Baim, editor and publisher extraordinaire, and to 
all WCT staff over the years. Thanks for your great support of Women & Children First and for 

serving Chicago’s LGBTQ  community so deeply and so well for 25 years!

Featured October Events at the store 
Sun., Oct. 3
4:30 p.m.  

It’s a party!  Please join us for 
a power point presentation 
of the career of feminist 
cartoonist pioneer, Nicole 
Hollander, and her iconic 
character, Sylvia.  Wine 
and cake will be served 
and Nicole will be her witty, 
entertaining self.

Sun., Oct. 17
6 p.m.  

Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul, 
and Mary fame) will be giving 
a children’s concert. The event 
is free, but you need to register 
in advance by stopping by the 
store or calling 773-769-9299. No 
unregistered adults or children 
will be admitted to the concert 
without prior registration.

Wed., Oct. 20
7:30 p.m.  

Tracy Baim will talk 
about her new book, 
Obama and the Gays: 
A Political Marriage.

Fri., Oct. 29
7:30 p.m.  

Barbara Wells will 
read from her book, 
Be Careful What You 
Wish For, a lesbian 
mystery set in Chicago 
on a Halloween night. 

WOMEN AND
CHILDREN FIRST

5233 N. CLARK ST.
773-769-9299

www.womenandchildrenfirst.com
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struggles now inherent in their work: the fiscal 
setbacks, the faltering public attention paid to 
the disease, and the failure of prevention efforts 
to reach some affected communities.
 In July, the Obama administration unveiled a 
long-sought National HIV/AIDS Strategy, which 
focuses national attention on three goals: re-
ducing HIV incidence, increasing access to care, 
and reducing HIV-related health disparities. Jim 
Pickett, whose organization AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago was involved in drafting the strategy, 
said that he was “delighted” to see it.
 “For once, we have clear direction that gay 
men and MSM need to be prioritized,” he said. 
“The resources need to follow the epidemic.” 
 Pickett said that while the goals of the strat-
egy are laudable, it did not come with funding 
attached. “We cannot provide care in the ab-
sence of funding,” he said. 
 Dr. Renslow Sherer, who co-founded Chicago’s 

first HIV/AIDS clinic at Cook County Hospital in 
1983 (with Dr. Ron Sable, an openly gay phy-
sician who later ran for 44th Ward alderman), 
also emphasized the need for greater funding 
on a national level. “I think the U.S. is admired 
around the world for its aggressive response to 
HIV internationally,” said Sherer, whose current 
work as a professor of medicine at the Univer-
sity of Chicago focuses on global health and HIV 
care and treatment. “That’s one of the few great 
activities of the previous Bush administration. 
There’s a lot of attention needed to continue the 
gains that have been made in our country. HIV is 
not over.” 
 Olivia Sanchez, executive director of Project 
VIDA, said that over the past decade her organi-
zation has met with increasing struggles to find 
funding, and that the troubles have not neces-
sarily been tied to the recent economic down-
turn. Project VIDA, which is located in Little 
Village, has done HIV prevention, education and 
direct service work since 1992. 

 In 1999, Sanchez said, Project VIDA employed 
a staff of 24; last year, it had a staff of 12; cur-
rently, nine people work for the organization. 
Sanchez said that she is still waiting for Proj-
ect VIDA to be reimbursed for state grants that 
have already begun and ended. She has seen, 
she said, “not a penny.”
 Sanchez said that as the disease has become 
more treatable, it has lost the attention of the 
public at large. “We’re not openly discussing it 
anymore,” she said. “There isn’t anything in the 
news in terms of HIV. It’s still a crisis, it’s still a 
pandemic.” 
 Activists put forth a number of ideas as to 
why prevention efforts aren’t being met with 
greater success. “Young adults that hear about 
it don’t see it as a disease that can kill people,” 
Sanchez said—and that contributes to unsafe 
sexual practices. Indeed, infection rates are ris-
ing among young MSM, who according to the 
recent CDC report are also more likely than other 
groups to be unaware of their status. In a survey 
released last year by the Chicago Department of 
Public Health, Black MSM under the age of 30 
were found to have a 30 percent HIV prevalence 
rate, as opposed to four percent in white MSM. 
 “We’re seeing complacency, particularly in lax 
prevention practices,” said Sherer. “What one 
generation understood well is not being well-
communicated to young people.” 
 But, Sherer said, “The good side of complacen-
cy is widespread acceptance. Some of the stigma 
[associated with being HIV-positive] is reduced. 
But I think it’s terrible when that translates to 
lax personal behavior.”
 “We’ve never done a good job [sustaining pre-
vention messages], whether it’s HIV or other 
public health information,” said Amy Maggio, 
a longtime HIV/AIDS activist whose work has 
included stints at the AIDS Foundation of Chi-
cago and STOP AIDS/Chicago. “It frustrates me. 
I would hate like heck if in five years from now, 
we’d have to start it all over again.” 
 Maggio said that speaking frankly about the 
realities of the disease—and the avenues of 
transmission—is vital. “As a prevention educa-

tor” during the height of the epidemic, Maggio 
said, “we did very provocative programs in the 
bathhouses,” addressing the risks involved with 
sexual practices like fisting, for instance. “Even 
people who are positive, there can be secondary 
infections. You have to get out there and talk 
about it.” 
 And that includes addressing the concerns of 
all communities. In 2007, epidemiologist Yaa 
Simpson founded the Association of Clinical Tri-
al Services (TACTS), whose goal, Simpson said, 
is “bringing the science to the people.” TACTS 
aims to connect HIV-affected communities—
particularly communities of color—with clinical 
trials and prevention efforts that could benefit 
their members. “My approach is to start working 
with those communities so they develop a struc-
tural approach to change from within,” Simpson 
said.
 Through education and outreach, TACTS works 
to combat misperceptions and suspicions that 
affected communities might have of the medical 
profession. Regarding people who deny the pro-
gression of HIV to AIDS, for instance, Simpson 
said, “There are people who believe that, and 
they are not going to not believe it because we 
don’t talk about it.
 “Everything isn’t always 100 percent right or 
wrong,” she said. “You don’t dismiss it. You pro-
vide evidence to show them.” 
 Jim Pickett said that he sees the slowdown 
in prevention efforts as the sign of an evolving 
public health response—and he calls the notion 
that young people are responsible for it “over-
blown.”
 “It’s not just about young people,” Pickett 
said. “It’s the fact that we’ve had this thing 
since 1981. It’s natural that we can’t maintain 
a crisis mentality for 30 years. The whole crisis 
paradigm doesn’t work.” 
 He said that activists need to work at com-
municating a complicated message, one that is 
prevention-oriented but that does not stigma-
tize people who are positive. “‘It’s not as scary 
as it used to be, but you still don’t want it,’” 
Pickett summarized. “It’s tough.”

HIV from cover

women’s sports before dying in 2007.
 “She was a tireless ‘ball of fire’ who started nu-
merous leagues for women. She co-chaired the 
first Team Chicago and also founded the ‘Proud 
to Run’ race,” held in conjunction with Chicago’s 
Gay Pride Parade, Uyvari said.
 Johnston served on the board of MSA from 
1979 to the early 1990s, and was integral in 
shaping MSA in its formative years. “He also 
was, and continues to be, a big supporter of nu-
merous gay sports teams and leagues through 
his ownership of Sidetrack,” Uyvari said.
 Jim Flint also was a key player in the 1980s, 

serving as the commissioner of the Windy City 
Athletic Association, especially for softball and 
basketball. Sam Coady also was a prominent bas-
ketball player.
 Now 69, Flint is the owner of the Baton Show 
Lounge and 3160 bar.
 There have been many sports organizations 
over the last 25 years, some older, some young-
er, some just for women, some just for men, and 
most open to all. Sports has played (no pun 
intended) an important role in the growth of 
Chicago’s gay movement, from individual groups 
and teams to the Gay Games. The movement for 
gay rights wouldn’t have been complete without 
a parallel gay sports movement.

SPORTS from pg. 48

The Ann Sather’s men’s 16” softball team camps it up, 1990. Photo by D.H. Lohman

Sept. 29, 2010 WINDY CITY TIMES50
25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth 25 ANNIVERSARY ISSUEth

www.totalpromote.com


Thank you
Windy City Times
for giving our
community a
powerful voice
for 25 years.

Midwest Regional Office 
11 East Adams, Suite 1008 
Chicago, IL 60603 
312-663-4413

www.lambdalegal.org 

grad saw the USSR’s first public gay events.
 — What else? Is there one story from my Chi-
cago days that sticks in my mind? Not really. I 
feel incredibly lucky to have covered ACT UP/
Chicago’s every breath and zap from day one to 
the bloody end. We did not really know at the 
time that ACT UP would become legendary, that 
books would be written, that still today it would 
be referenced with such regularity. ACT UP/Chi-
cago likely was second in importance only to 
ACT UP/New York, which I also got to cover. 
Lots of names stick in my mind from ACT UP/
Chicago: Danny Sotomayor, Paul Adams, Frank 
Sieple, Tim Miller, Carol Jonas, Lou Snider, Ferd 
Eggan … Danny and Paul and Ferd didn’t make 
it. Tim and I are still in touch. He lives in San 
Francisco. ACT UP was a unique moment (well, a 
few unique years) in gay activism that never will 
be replicated because it only could have hap-
pened in an environment of people dying left 
and right.
 — How old are you? If you were gay and out 
before 1996, when the magic drugs (protease 
inhibitors) came online, you got used to your 
friends dying. Many have written about it more 
eloquently than I could, but losing half of your 

friends in your 30s changes your life fundamen-
tally in ways that I probably can’t articulate 
even today. All of my years at Outlines/Windy 
City Times were inextricably intertwined with 
the worst years of the AIDS crisis. I almost never 
even try to write about it.
 — The Gang of Four. When the history of 
Chicago gay activism is definitively written, 

Art Johnston, Rick Garcia, Laurie Dittman and 
Jon-Henri Damski will be front and center, along 
with others who came before and after them. 
The Gang of Four worked the politicians and got 
laws passed. Art and Rick are still plugging away 
all these years later, trying, I assume, for civil 
unions or marriage on the state level. They must 
be even older than I am. Just sayin’.

After the gay-rights ordinance failed in a July 1986 vote,  thousands of gays and their allies gathered 
at Daley Plaza downtown for a rally, singing “We Shall Overcome.” From left: Jon Simmons, Achy 
Obejas, Dewey Herrington, Kit Duffy, Chris Cothran, Rev. Ninure Saunders and Jim Flint. Photo by 
Tracy Baim

WOCKNER from pg. 38

HARPER from pg. 42

event to event taking notes for articles, snap-
ping photos, doing interviews and viewing the 
AIDS Quilt at its unveiling. Most everyone from 
Outlines had made the trip to D.C., and the 
emotional impact of that trip served to further 
cement us together as a newspaper team. The 
number of marchers was estimated by activists 
during the day as a half million, and by the po-
lice at close to a half million, but it was reported 
in The New York Times as 200,000. The blatant 
minimization of the crowd numbers underscored 
the ongoing vital need for our own media, since 
the mainstream was still bent on ignoring our 
issues and our impact.
 The same muting of our visibility by the main-
stream news was apparent at the Olivia Records 
15th-anniversary concert at Carnegie Hall in 
1988, with a gala reception afterwards at the 
Waldorf Astoria’s Grand Ballroom. I was part of 
a large Chicago contingent to the event, and it 
was quite spectacular, with upwards of a thou-
sand dykes in tuxedos strolling up Park Avenue. 
Today, mainstream newspapers and magazines 
would snap up a story like that. But back then, 
according to Wikipedia, “the two [Olivia] con-
certs at Carnegie Hall in New York were the larg-
est grossing concerts at that venue in its his-
tory. Yet The New York Times barely mentioned 
the show.” We did a full-page spread on it, of 
course, with lots of photos.
 I have an especially vivid memory of one night 
at the office in early December, 1987. James 
Baldwin, the most eminent Black gay author of 
the 1950s and 1960s, had just died—only three 
days, in fact, after the sudden death of Chicago 
Mayor Harold Washington. It was snowing out-
side, beautiful fat flakes, and I was alone in 
the office all night writing my full-page tribute, 
which was due the next morning, and would be 
the opening feature of the arts and entertain-
ment section in the next issue. It was more than 
a bit eerie, alone in the cold winter quiet of this 
big building, with a desk phone ringing once in 
awhile in the empty office (and the occasional 
unnerving sound of pigeons mating outside the 
window). But I remember what a deep sense of 
satisfaction I had, that I was able to explain the 
extent of Baldwin’s importance as an out gay 
Black intellectual to people who might not know, 
or be too young to remember, how groundbreak-
ing his books had been in the 1960s.
 I also have a vivid memory of a night in early 
autumn, probably in 1988, taking a late-night 
break during another particularly grueling dead-
line, and going down to the office parking lot, 
to make out with my girlfriend in her Cadillac 
convertible.
 I look back almost in awe on the hope and 
exquisite moments of those times amid the poi-
gnancy of our great losses. It was a rare op-
portunity to combine activism and culture, and 
feel like I was contributing something tangible 
to the movement for LGBT rights. We felt, and 
we knew, that we were fighting for something 
that really mattered, and that we were going to 
win, because we had to. I feel privileged to have 
been not only a part of that, but one of the peo-
ple to document those times as they unfolded.
 Happy 25th anniversary, Tracy Baim and Windy 
City Times.

LLENA, the Latina lesbian group of the 1980s. 
Photo by Tracy Baim
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Leavens, Strand & Glover, LLC, 
a law firm concentrating in 

entertainment and intellectual 
property matters, congratulates 

 
for 25 years of information 

and entertainment

LEAVENS, STRAND & GLOVER, LLC 203 N. LaSalle Street
Entertainment, New Media and Suite 2550, Chicago, IL 60601
Intellectual Property Law Phone: 312.488.4170
www.lsglegal.com Fax: 312.488.4177

 Chicago  |  Los Angeles  |  New York  |  Washington, DC   

353 N. Clark St. Chicago, IL 60654-3456  

Jenner & Block LLP jenner.com

Jenner & Block salutes

Windy City Times
for being the reliable 

voice of Chicago’s LGBT 

community for 25 years.
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Historic images

1980s protest. Photo by Steve Arazmus Lori Cannon in the 1980s. The Dr. Tom Waddell panel on the NAMES Project AIDS quilt in Chicago, late 1980s.

Horizons’ board photo 1989. Photo by Tracy Baim

Mayor Harold Washington with his COGLI gay group 1986.

1987 March on Washington Chicago gathering.

Women & Children First Bookstore 1980s, from left: Starla 
Sholl, Yvonne Zipter, Ann Christophersen, Florencia Carolina, 
and Linda Bubon.

Ald. Bernie Hansen (left) confronted by candi-
date Dr. Ron Sable (right), 1980s.

Horizons anti-violence meeting 1990s, Jeri Lynn 
Fields, Elizabeth Rivera, Mike Barove and Vernita 
Gray.

Chicago House: Diane Kavilla, Mike Simanowicz 
and Jackie Sapian, 1980s.

Open Hand Croquet benefit 1980s: Greg Harris, 
Melissa Anderson and Richard Knight Jr.

Anti-violence protest.

Bob Maddox and Frank Goley of 
Male Hide Leathers, 1980s.

Joanne Trapani and Al Wardell of the Illinois 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force with an anti-bullying 
poster.

Larry McKeon, Jan Dee, Joanna Trapani and Tom Chiola.

American Library Association gathering, from left: David Feinberg, Barbara Gittings, 
Roland Hansen, Armistead Maupin and Bill Bergfalk. Photo by Jorjet Harper.
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Obama marched in the 2003 Chicago LGBT Pride Parade. His volunteers 
posed with the Senate candidate before the parade. Included with 
Obama are John Myers (behind Obama’s right shoulder) and Kevin 
Thompson, front row, right. Myers and Thompson are among the current 
and former Chicagoans interview in the book. Courtesy Kevin Thompson

Interviews in the book with:
Brian Bond

Stampp Corbin
Eric Stern

Representative Tammy Baldwin
Representative Barney Frank 

Representative Jared Polis 
 

Plus current and former Chicagoans:
Michael Bauer

Lora Branch
Phil Burgess

Tom Chaderjian
Jamie Citron

Terry Cosgrove
Laura Cuzzillo
Justin DeJong

J. Cunyon Gordon
Vernita Gray

Kim Hunt
Mark Ishaug

Sherri Jackson
Art Johnston
Jackie Kaplan

Gail Morse and Lauren Verdich
Mary Morten
David Munar
John Myers
Phil Palmer
Jim Pickett

Laura Ricketts
Jane Saks

Debra Shore
Max Smith

Kevin Thompson
Tom Tunney

Ronald Wadley
Darrell Windle
Israel Wright Jr. www.ObamaAndTheGays.com

Available on Amazon.com and Amazon Kindle
tinyurl.com/ObamaGayBook and http://tinyurl.com/ObamaGayKindle

Obama and the Gays
A POLITICAL MARRIAGE
The new book by Tracy Baim

Senior Editors      Toni Armstrong Jr., Jorjet Harper, William B. Kelley

140
photos

and images

570
pages

With contributions by
Chuck Colbert
Ross Forman

Lisa Keen
Micki Leventhal

Jerry Nunn
Karen Ocamb

Bob Roehr 
 

Photographers 
Renee Brown

John Gress
Patsy Lynch

Jamie McGonnigal 
Rex Wockner
Israel Wright 

Essayists 
Wayne Besen

Sean Cahill
John D’Emilio
Kerry Eleveld 

Rod McCullom
The Rev. Irene Monroe 
Michelangelo Signorile

Pam Spaulding 
Timothy Stewart-Winter

Andrew Tobias
Phill Wilson 

Also available at Women & Children First Bookstore (5233 N. Clark, Chicago) and Unabridged Books (3251 N. Broadway, Chicago)

Book discussions 
and signings:

Wed., Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m.

Women & Children 
First Bookstore

5233 N. Clark, Chicago

Wed., Oct. 27, 6 p.m.

Harold Washington 
Library

400 S. State Street, Chicago
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CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575. 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com (4/27/11-52)

CONTRACTORS
Shannon Contractors: WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL YOUR 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL BUILDING RE-
QUIREMENTS. From new construction, remodeling, all 
carpentry, porches, decks, patios, electrical, masonry, 
tuck pointing, concrete work, drywall, kitchen & bath 
remodeling, brick washing & sealing and painting. 
Licensed, insured and bonded. Call Brendan Coyle 
312-307-6515, coylies@yahoo.com (11/17/10-12)

COUNSELING
Counseling and Clinical Hypnotherapy: Providing help 
to individuals and couples in our community since 1987.  
I specialize in relationship issues, spiritual issues, 

childhood trauma, and recurrent patterns that inhibit 
potential.  Starla R. Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809, 
www.starlasholl.com (2/23/11-26)

FLOORING & WINDOW COVERING
FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS FOR ALL BUDGETS.  
Tile, Hardwood, Bamboo, Carpet, Laminate, Vinyl, 
and Window Coverings.  Specializing in Helping with 
Material Selections for your Budget. Professionally 
Installed. Nationwide Floor & Window Coverings, We 
Bring the Showroom to You!  Call or email for a free 
consultation and estimate.  Charles 773-935-8700, 
email cjones@nfwchicago.com  www.nfwchicago.
com (9/29/10-26)

HEALTHCARE
NEW YOU COSTA RICA. We offer USA quality Medical & 
Dental in Costa Rica for a lot less (lipo anyone?). Please 
request a free quote today: www.NewYouCostaRica.
com 1-888-660-8060 or info@NewYouCostaRica.
com (2/11/11-52)

INTERPRETER
FOR YOUR AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE/ENGLISH 
INTERPRETING NEEDS: To consult with you or your 
company with your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/
CT/NIC Master, Nationally Certified Interpreter, 
773-401-1339, or e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com 
[P-TB]

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

CONDOS
4529 N. MALDEN #1 AND #2.  ENJOY ExQUISITE DE-
TAILS OF TWO IMPECCABLY RESTORED CONDOS. Lo-
cated on a massive landscaped lot, these bright units 
range from 2100 to 2300 square feet all on one level. 
Each unit offers incredible blend of original features 
from inlay hwfls, French doors, 6’ wainscoting and plas-
ter molding to all new custom eat-in kitchen w/stain-
less applcs, sep. DR, two sunrooms, central air, large 
deck and 2 secured parking spaces. Prices range from 
$489,000-$525,000. Call Andy Gersten 312.368.3280, 
Prudential Rubloff Properties. Website Link:  http://
www.andygersten.com/property/chicago/07597274.
cfm (11/3/10-8 - TB)

HOUSES
RIVERSIDE HOME. CHARM, LOCATION AND GORGEOUS 
LOT. Brick walls, parquet floors, 4 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths, stunning 25 x 13 heated greenhouse currently 
used as a sunroom. Spectacular setting! $599,000. 
Anne Brandt, Brush Hill Realtors. Office 630-920-0666, 
cell 630-674-2663. More info and photos here: http://
brushhill.com/07511907.ad (10/20/10-4)

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED AND ExPANDED TWO STORY 
FOREST PARK FARMHOUSE. 3 bedrooms, 1.1 baths. De-
tailed finishes throughout. On a large corner lot lined 
with trees and a cobblestone street. Blocks from Blue 
Line, schools, parks, pool and downtown Forest Park.  
$389,9000.  Call Anne at 708/917-6379.  Gagliardo 
Realty. (10/20/10-4)

MULTI-UNIT BUILDINGS
EDGEWATER GREYSTONE TWO FLAT ON AN OVERSIZED 
LOT with back and side yard. Includes all new windows 
and separate CFA/CA, in unit laundry. Owners unit du-
plexes down to a large family room, second kitchen, 
bath and third bedroom. Close to lake, shopping, trans-
portation and Andersonville. Outstanding opportunity! 
$649,000.00 Call Joe at 773-835-1333. Lakeside 
Property Consultants, Agent Owned. (11/17/10-12)

OUT OF TOWN
LAKE MICHIGAN! 1:45 FROM CHICAGO. 150’ WIDE 
SANDY BEACH. Large heavily wooded lot. Classic Tra-
ditional home

with sweeping lake views Three bedrooms, two baths, 
three season porch/room. Wood flooring and fireplace

Private and charming  $875,000. Dick Williamson  
269-325-3885, molly3885@msn.com, Farley Real 
Estate, New Buffalo, MI (10/6/10-2)

FOR RENT

STUDIOS
WEST EDGEWATER BEAUTIFUL STUDIO. ONE MONTH 
FREE. New kitchen, dining room, oak floors, walk-in 
closets, laundry, $650 heated. 773-743-4141. www.
urbanequities.com (10/20/10-4)

ONE BEDROOMS
WEST EDGEWATER BEAUTIFUL ONE BEDROOM. ONE 
MONTH FREE RENT! Sun-filled 900 sq ft, great kitchen, 
new appliances, FDR, gleaming oak floors, walk-in 
closets, laundry, CTA. $825-875. 773-743-4141 www.
urbanequities.com (10/20/10-4)

DES PLAINES 1BDRM W/BALCONY WESTERN & 
BALLARD $850; New Kitchen Cabinets & Appliances 
plus remodeled bathroom; Outdoor Swimming Pool, 
Laundry-In. Jim (847) 692-3855 dmjimh@yahoo.com 
(10/6/10-2)

CHARMING & NEW ONE BEDROOM + WORK SPACE 
EDGEWATER’S PRETTIEST BLOCK. One bedroom condo 
in intimate 14 unit vintage building. New kitchen, 
bath, floors and bonus work alcove. Pets allowed. 
Lovely common yard. $995 including heat. chris@
matanenterprises.com (9/29/10-1)

TWO BEDROOMS
ANDERSONVILLE - BEAUTIFUL, COMPLETELY REHABBED 
2 BDRM. APT on Ridge & Ardmore.  Central air/ heat, 
great sun light, security alarm,  new white cabinetry, 
granite countertop, stainless steel appliances hardwood 
flooring, spacious living & dining rooms, brick fireplace, 
laundry in building. Near Lakeshore Dr. Available now. 
$1000/mo. Please call 312.907.6539 or lakesidec@
gmail.com (10/13/10-4)

WICKER PARK ARCHITECTURAL LANDMARK. First floor 
of gracious victorian manse in heart of wicker park.  One 
block from blue line on quiet residential street. Original 
stained glass and relief work.  2 w/b fireplaces. private 
garage/laundry/storage.  This is a one of a kind apart-
ment.  $2400/mo. 773-485-3042 (9/29/10-2)

EDGEWATER TWO BEDROOM. WALK TO BEACH. Sun-
filled, 12 sq ft corner unit, magnificent vintage details, 
great kitchen, FDR gleaming oak floors, walk-in clos-
ets, pets OK, laundry, CTA. $1100-1250 773-743-4141 
www.urbanequities.com (10/20/10-4)

EAST ROGERS PARK 2 BEDROOM. ONE MONTH FREE. Walk 
to lake, CTA. Sun-filled corner unit, new carpet, AC, eleva-
tor, laundry. $1100 heat + gas included. 773-743-4141 
www.urbanequities.com (10/20/10-4)

EAST ROGERS PARK 2 BEDROOM ONE MONTH FREE. Walk 
to lake, bring the dog. Sun-filled new kitchen, formal 
dining room, French windows, gleaming oak floors. 
$1100 heated. (773) 743-4141 www.urbanequities.
com (10/20/10-4)

EDGEWATER 2-BDRM / 2 BATHROOMS ROSEMONT 
& CLARK; $1,100; 2 king size bedrooms w/walk-in 
closets. 2 modern bathrooms w/Jacuzzi. Remodeled 
Kitchen w new appliances: Hardwood Floors; Jim (847) 
692-3855; dmjimh@yahoo.com (10/6/10-2)

THREE+ BEDROOMS
EAST ROGERS PARK 3BED/2BATH. ONE MONTH FREE 
RENT. Pet friendly, sun-filled, 2000 sqft, new kitchen, 
FDR, new windows, gleaming oak floors, huge sun room 
and deck, laundry. $1400 heated. 773-743-4141 www.
urbanequities.com (10/20/10-4)

EDGEWATER 3-BDRM W BALCONY ROSE & CLARK. 3bdrm 
w/Patio Deck; $1,200; Remodeled Kitchen w/spacious 
cabinets; Laundry-In; Hardwood Floors; Jim (847) 
692-3855 dmjimh@yahoo.com. (10/6/10-2)

HOUSE
ROGERS PARK HOUSE RENTAL 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
with all new updates, 1 Blk to Metra and a short walk 
to the Red Line $1700. Call Pete (224) 578-0947 
(10/1/10-2)

REAL ESTATE

1.888.420.MOVE (6683)
Toll Free: 

www.GayRealEstate.com
Choose Your Perfect Agent Online:

SOLD

Instant Access
to Chicago and

the Nation’s
Top Gay &

Lesbian Realtors.

FREE!
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Written and Performed by Mark Hanner and Homer Marrs

Directed by Amanda Blake Davis

THURSDAYS AT 8PM
SEPT. 9 - OCT. 14

Annoyance Theatre
4830 N. Broadway

Tix $10

773-561-HONK

annoyanceproductions.com

A Two-Man
Comedy Experience

www.annoyanceproductions.com
www.gayrealestate.com


bairdwarner.com Enter the ID number in the FAST FIND box on our homepage 
to find complete details on these Chicagoland homes for sale.

Our definition of  
family is inclusive.

For over 155 years, Baird & Warner has been entrusted with the homeownership 

dreams of families of every possible size and variety.  We maintain a profound 

respect for a world where everyone is equal — but definitely not the same.

Our sensitivity and commitment to the LGBT community includes a long-stand-

ing employment non-discrimination policy, that specifically includes sexual 

orientation … domestic partnership benefits to all our employees … openly 

gay & lesbian members of our sales and management team … and our 

proud, strong, and historic presence in LGBT media.

Trust our professional family to help guide  

you home!

1814 W Wabansia $935,000
Prime Bucktown location! 4bedroom/3bath home with 
over 3500 sqft on 3 levels! Features:2 � replaces, 2 wet 
bars, large room sizes. ID#02055189
Mark Jak 773-549-1855

632 N Fair Oaks $919,000
Spectacular! One of a kind 4BR/3.2BA with amazing back-
yard views. ID#05705062
Patricia McGowan 708-697-5900

1235 N East $795,000
Prairie inspired contemporary home with 3BR/3.1BA, at-
tached garage. ID#05705224
Mary Ann Bednarke 708-697-5900

1455 N Bell $750,000
Walk to Bucktown & Division from this sun drenched 4br 
home in Wicker Pk.Full 25x125 lot w/3 beds & 2 updated 
baths on 2nd � oor!  ID#02305341
Jordan Chalmers 773-697-5555

5955 N Kenneth $699,900
Center entry colonial w/full addition, including basement 
in ‘02. Open kitchen w/maple cabinets, granite counters, 
ss appls ID#04405245
Gina Purdy 847-823-1855

1217 N Damen $699,000
Wicker Park brk 2-� at at a great price. Updated units w/
beautiful wdwk thruout. 1st � r dplx down. 2 car gar, roof-
top deck. ID#02055289
Michael Canaan 773-549-1855

1721 W Surf 1721 $689,000
Meticulously maintained rarely avail end crtyrd 3br/2.5ba 
unit at Columbia Place. Bright & highly upgraded w/spa-
cious � rpln.  ID#02307411
Gina Dunning 773-697-5555

2845 N Wolcott $629,000
Location, location, location - in Landmark Village. 3 bed-
room, 3 bath single family home with a backyard in a 
gated community.  ID#02306085
Peter Krika 773-697-5555

3344 N Kenmore 3 $539,000
Extra wide 2br/2ba penthouse home w/lg pvt terrace. Fpl, 
isl kit, great closet space. Gar pkg incl. Walk to everything 
desired.  ID#02055265
Michael Parish 773-549-1855

57 E Delaware 4001 $499,000
Stunning penthouse south & west views from beautiful 
home in the sky! Only 3 units on the 40th � r, w/10’ � oor to 
ceiling windows ID#02155326
Brenda Mauldin 312-640-7010

3550 N Pine Grove $475,000
Location! Location! Location! Spectacular east Lakeview 
townhome lives like SF in beautifully landscaped, gated 
courtyd complex! ID#02306109
Robert John Anderson 773-697-5555

N E W  P R I C E

125 S Je� erson 1309 $279,900
Corner unit in park alexandria a luxurious hi-rise in the 
near west loop. This over sized 1br/1.5ba + den/sep dr. 
Lge bdrm w/wic. ID#02156129
Ted Guarnero 312-640-7010

5978 N Lincoln 3D $239,500
Beautiful 2bd/2bth condo. Hardwood � oors, Balcony, 
Parking space included! ID#03105284
Sheila Doyle 847-491-1855

N E W  P R I C E

1735 W Diversey 214 $229,000
City living at its � nest! Gorgeous modern loft w/lots of 
light & storage. Includes 2 pkg spots! Granite kitch w/42in 
maple cabs. ID#04405436
Kristi Roque 773-775-1855

1050 W Columbia #3A $194,900
Lake Michigan SE Sunrise views. 2 BR 1.5ba w/prking. 
Beach location by Loyola, red line, bus. Kitch updated w/
granite. Hdwd � rs. ID#93109287
Gerry Gibbs 847-491-1855
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Wed., Sept. 29
Dining Out for Equality This exciting event, 

hosted by Equality Illinois, involves a se-
lect group of Chicago dining establish-
ments, all of which are committed to 
equality. Our restaurant partners have gra-
ciously agreed to make a contribution to 
Equality Illinois. 5pm, Yoshi’s Cafe, 3257 
N Halsted Street, http://www.diningout-
forequality.com

Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus Presents 
The Art of Protection is 6p – 11p at Room 
43, 1039-43 E. 43rd Street. A FREE event, 
The Art of Protection is designed to bring 
together African-American LGBTQ youth 
and their allies to bring awareness of HIV/
AIDS in the artistic forms of song, dance, 
and poetry. 312-629-2988, http://www.
lovethybrotha.com

Four Women Showcase is a musical series 
focusing on female singer/songwriters in, 
around and touring thru Chicago. Each 
Wednesday, “Four” female performers will 
showcase their talents in a show. For one 
month, the same four performers will be 
featured, but will rotate and change their 
sets. 6pm, Mary’s Attic, 5400 N Clark, 
http://windycityopenmic.com/

“Will You Stand Up?” three-part violence 
prevention project Affinity Community 
Services and Erasing the Distance are 
collaborating on discussions of violence, 
continuing in December with its second 
and third events. 6pm, First Presbyterian 
Church, 6400 S. Kimbark, Chicago, http://
www.affinity95.org/content

LGBT Caucus of the 10th Congressional 
District Democrats Inaugural meeting, 
various statewide and local candidates 
will be there to answer questions on LGBT 

issues. 6:30pm, RAM Restaurant and Brew-
ery, 700 Milwaukee, Wheeling, IL, http://
www.tenthdems.org

Dick O’Day’s Big, Lovely Liberry We’ve 
unearthed a batch of fresh literary stink 
bombs to go with our faves so, after a 
three-year hiatus, join your Head Liberian 
Dick O’Day and his assistant liberians/
readers (aka the Annoyance All Stars). 
Along with special guest reader Tim Ka-
zurinsky. $10; 8pm, Annoyance Theater, 
4830 N. Broadway, http://www.annoyan-
ceproductions.com/dickoday

Thursday, Sept. 30 
Chef Art Smith Day in Chicago Mayor Daley 

has proclaimed Sept. 30, 2010, “Chef Art 
Smith Day in Chicago” honoring his cu-
linary and philanthropic accomplishments 
and the day includes his induction into 
the Chefs Hall of Fame by the Chicago Cu-
linary Museum with a gala fundraiser open 
to the public: awards 6:30 pm, dinner 7 
pm, tickets $175 per person at carmella.
anello@us.nestle.com and $200 at door, 

if available. 6:30pm, 630-505-5381, Mid-
America Club, 200 E. Randolph, Chicago, 
http://www.thechicagoculinarymuseum.
org

The Legacy of Matthew Shepard, Keynote 
Speaker: Judy Shepard Speaking from a 
mother’s perspective, Judy Shepard has 
made the prevention of hate crimes the 
focus of her efforts, and urges her audi-
ences to make their schools and communi-
ties safer for everyone, regardless of their 
race, sex, religion or gender identity and/
or expression. 7pm, 773.472.6469 ext. 
458, Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, 
http://www.centeronhalsted.org

Mark and Homer Like This Mark Hanner 
and Homer Marrs met and fell in like on 
the gay chat site Bear411.com. It was hu-
mor at first “woof.” 8pm, 773-561-4665, 
Annoyance Theatre, 4830 N Broadway, 
http://www.theannoyance.com

Chicago Foundation for Women luncheon 
with Soledad O’Brien Tickets: $150 and 
up. Tables start at $2,500. Proceeds from 
the 25th-anniversary luncheon go toward 
our grants and programming to benefit 
women and girls in the greater Chicago 
area. 12pm, Hyatt Hotel-151 E. Wacker, 
http://www.cfw.org

Friday, Oct. 1
The Current State of LGBT Civil Rights A 

Discussion of the recent cases impacting 
marriage rights and LGBT equality. Photo 
ID needed to enter building. Free, lunch 
provided. Info PAbrahamson@jenner.com; 
12pm, 312-923-8822., Jenner & Block 
Conference Center, 353 N. Clark, http://
https://www.jenner.com 

PLAN BE Hot lesbian night for the sexy and 
grown; in a luxurious, sexy space. Hot 
music by DJ Gloria for a cool atmosphere. 
8pm, 773.237.5755, Valentino Club 7150 
W Grand, http://www.facebook.com/pag-
es/plan-be-where-the-sexy-grown-come-
out-to-play/152694444741653 

A Night Out for the LGBT Community P&J 
Productions Presents A Night Out every 
Friday with special guests. Hosted by your 
one & only MC Kal! We have DJ XL (from 
StarGaze) spinning the hottest in House, 
R&B, Hip-Hop, Chi-Town Stepping! We 
party from 9pm to 3am and our shows 
are at 12am to 1am. 9pm, Temptations 
Nightclub, 10235 W Grand, Franklin Park, 
http://www.facebook.com/pjproductions 

Scarlet’s 1 Year Back Dance-off-with-
Your-Pants-off Homecoming Style! Sept 
30th to October 3rd is Scarlet’s weekend 
celebration of being back for one full year. 
Plan on getting to Scarlet early, because 
this one will be crazy. 10pm, Scarlet, 3320 
N Halsted

The Shower Party at SPIN Get your dirty 

mind down to Spin for their weekly Show-
er Party hosted this week by Saya Naomi 
and featuring the DAMN FINE Anthony & 
Fabion! 10pm, Spin Nightclub, 800 W. Bel-
mont, http://www.spin-nightclub.com/

Saturday, Oct. 2
AIDS Run & Walk Chicago This year’s AIDS 

Run and Walk Chicago includes a 5K Walk, 
5K Run, and 10K Run. Registration opens 
8 am and check-in closes at 9:50 am. Run 
begins at 9:55 am, Walk at 10 am. On-
line registration and event information is 
available online. 8am, Grant Park, http://
www.aidsrunwalk.comRC Chicago invites 
you to the 3rd Annual Bar Crawl beginning 
at Cocktail, registration at 3:30pm) and 
throughout Boystown including Cocktail 
(3:30-5pm), Roscoe’s (5-6pm), DS Tequila 
(6-7pm), Minibar (7-8pm) and Scarlet 
(8-9pm). Includes a scavenger hunt, priz-
es and drink specials. 3:30pm, Cocktail 
Chicago, 3359 N Halsted Street, http://
tinyurl.com/23jdozv 

Center on Halsted Family Playdates First 
Saturday of every month the Center Fam-
ily welcomes families to come together 
for a fun & informal monthly gathering 
to simply play & have a great time in a 
welcoming environment. This FREE event 
offers parents & children a chance to make 
new friends and talk about the challenges 
& joys of being a part of the LGBT Fam-
ily Community. 10am, Center on Halsted, 
3656 N Halsted, http://www.centeronhal-
sted.org

CAKE Chicago 4 Year Anniversary Show 
CAKE Chicago, one of the most inclusive, 
eclectic queer events in Chicago, cele-
brates its 4th year. Spoken Word by: Jenn 
P. Comedy by: Ashley Thornton. Live Music 
by: The Ripley Caine Experience. DJ Set 
by: The Fabulous Ladies of Fitness (FLOF). 
9pm, 773-274-5463, Red Line Tap, 7700 
N Glenwood, http://www.facebook.com/
cakechicago

Sunday, Oct. 3 
GLBT Documentary Film Series Anyone and 

Everyone Oak Park Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) and the Oak 
Park Public Library announce a ree and 
open to the public series of four documen-
taries which will be shown at the Library 
on Sunday afternoons in October. 2:30pm, 
Oak Park Public Library, 834 Lake, Oak 
Park, http://www.oppl.org

Banana Republic celebrates Center on 
Halsted Exclusive event celebrating Cen-
ter on Halsted supporters with new holi-
day merchandise, Svedka cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres from Francesca’s, live music, fa-
cials and paraffin hand waxes, swag bags 
from Sephora, Godiva and Bare Escentuals, 
25% discount on all Banana Republic mer-
chandise: Free, RSVP required. jkosior@
centeronhalsted.org; 7:30pm, Water Tower 
Place, 835 N Michigan, http://www.cen-
teronhalsted.org

Monday, Oct. 4 
LGBTQ suicide-prevention project Nation-

wide You-Are-Loved Chalk Message Proj-
ect—an annual, nationwide suicide-pre-
vention awareness project that combats 
hateful rhetoric toward the LGBTQ com-
munity through positive chalk messages. 
Colleges are asked to become involved. 
Those planning on participating should 
contact Jen Dugan, info@chalkmessages.
org. 12pm, Any college, http://www.
chalkmessages.org/

Martini Week at Minibar: Benefiting 
Equality IL Martini week kicks off a com-
petition between Chicago’s premier res-
taurants. Sample Minibar’s fine martinis 
throughout the first week of October, then 
log on to vote for their signature “Pas-
sion Sapphire” martini to claim $5000.00 
for Equality Illinois. 5pm, Minibar Ultra 
Lounge and Cafe, 3341 N Halsted, http://
www.minibarchicago.com/concierge.html

Tuesday, Oct. 5 
Join Graphic Novel Class with Nicole Hol-

lander For the fall session, Lillstreet Art 
Center offers a new Graphic Novel Class 
with renowned cartoonist Nicole Holland-
er. Adults will learn to combine words and 
pictures to create a narrative while height-
ening their drawing skills and experiment-
ing with different voices and characters. 
6:30pm, (773-769-4226, Lillstreet Art 
Center 4401 N. Ravenswood Ave. Chicago, 
IL 60640, http://lillstreet.com

Bisexual Social/Discussion Night 7pm, 
Center on Halsted, 3656 N Halsted, http://
www.centeronhalsted.org

Wed., Oct. 6 
Queer Social Club A no-attitude, casual 

evening for the Humboldt/Ukie Area LG-
BTQ (and their friends) to come in, have 
drinks, meet new friends, mingle, etc. Just 
a fun night beyond the traditional outlets 
in Boystown and dance parties in Wicker 
Park - Doing our own thing across the 
Western Ave divide! 8pm, Archie’s Iowa 
Rockwell Tavern 2600 W. Iowa, 60622, 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid
=10150094929770492&ref=ts

Thursday, Oct. 7 
46th Chicago International Film Festival 

From the top films at Cannes, Berlin and 
Sundance to eye-opening documentaries 
and cutting-edge short films—even a 3-D 
extravaganza from Japan—don’t miss out 
on your once-in-a-lifetime chance to see 
these films in all their brilliance on the big 
screen! Thru Oct. 21. 7:30pm, AMC River 
East 21, 322 E Illinois, http://www.chica-
gofilmfestival.com/

Monday, Oct. 11 
NOH8 Open Photoshoot in Chicago Los 

Angeles-based photographer, Adam 
Bouska, is bringing the NOH8 Campaign 
studio to the W Chicago Hotel - City Cen-
ter. The photo shoot is 4-7pm and orga-
nizers hope to accommodate everyone in 
line. $40 per person/individual, $25 per 
person/group. Come camera ready and 
wear white, the NoH8 temporary tattoo 
and silver duct tape will be provided. 
4pm, W Chicago City Center, 172 W. Ad-
ams, http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=148344801854023&ref=mf

Saturday, Oct. 23
11th Annual Dream Halloween Chicago 

Brings together children affected by AIDS 
for a safe and enjoyable Halloween expe-
rience with fabulous food, stage perfor-
mances, face painting by MAC Cosmetics 
and character appearances by Barbie®, 
Beetlejuice, Bugs Bunny™ and Shrek®, tix 
$200 adults, $100 for children 13 years 
and under at 312-580-1150. Presented by 
Toys R US/Mattel. 5pm, 312-580-1150, 
Windy City Fieldhouse, 2367 West Logan, 
http://www.caaf.org

HAPPY O’DAY

Dick O’Day (right) will read 
from the “Liberry” at the 
Annoyance Theater, 4830 N. 
Broadway.

Photo by Rick Aguilar

Wed., Sept. 29

AN ACTIVIST SPEAKS
Thursday, Sept. 30
Judy Shepard, the mother of Matthew Shepard, will speak 
on hate crimes at Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted.

PR photo Get

online

: WindyCityMediaGroup.com
ChicagoPride.com

A ROSE IS A ROSE

There will be an open 
“NO H8” photo shoot 
(like the one Rose 
McGowan, above, did) 
at the W Hotel, 172 W. 
Adams.
Photo by Adam Bouska

Monday, Oct. 11

Brought to you by the combined efforts of
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“Ray is gay for Fey ...absolutely! I love a funny 
woman. Ray is gay for Fey.”—Rachael Ray tells 
Joy Behar about her same-sex crush on Tina Fey. 
If Joy could find someone whose name rhymes 
with Behar, maybe she’d be getting some ac-
tion!
 It may be not be spring, but this is a time 
when the smart people set out to find a mate 
for the upcoming winter months. After all, most 
sensible folk are wearing more clothing given 
the nip in the air. (My nips continue being sassy 
regardless of the temperature.) There’s less of a 
need to look cute in revealing outfits, and more 
of a need to cuddle in the cold. A friend of mine 
recently purchased a one-month membership to 
Match.com. After dozens of e-mails, a fistful of 
phone calls and a week-long marathon of first 
dates, he came up empty-handed. But at least 
he has two hands. One of his most compatible 
matches was with a guy whose online photo 
made it clear that he was missing a hand ... and 
most of his arm. But on the other hand (so to 
speak), the guy is quite handsome and claims 
to be successful. And he can get all the good 
parking spots at the mall. I’d snap him up in a 
second!
 The fall also means yet another season of 
Dancing with the Stars. I’m not sure how we’re 
defining “stars” these days, but most of them 
have a fan base. That’s why I was sure that Da-
vid Hasselhoff was safe, despite his lackluster 
performance (and spooky eye job). Alas, he’s 
history. I was also sure that Margaret Cho would 
be canned. In her pre-taped piece, she said her 
goal was to do an elegant Viennese waltz to 
show that she was a lady. She ended up looking 
like Mothra attacking Hollywood! I know she’s 
supportive of us, but this was ridiculous.
 Then there’s Jennifer Grey. Ever since she was 
cast, I’ve been telling people that just because 
she was in Dirty Dancing doesn’t give her the 
edge. It was all Patrick Swayze tossing her around 
like a rag doll. Then we had the “Dancing” pre-
miere, and Jen explained she wanted to reclaim 
something that gave her such joy—dancing. 
Well, “reclaim” means she once “claimed” it, 
which means at least she considered herself a 
dancer. I was rolling my eyes before that little 
breakdown in the rehearsal room. I’m still not 
sure how real that was. It did kinda come out of 
nowhere, which makes me think it was acting—
except I’m not convinced Jennifer’s that good 
an actress.
 Am I the only one struck by the fact that this 
is the first cast of Dancing with the Stars to have 
a body count before they even started rehears-
als? We’re up to three corpses (plus one in a 
chair). It’s like a touring company of Chicago! 
Maybe Jennifer and Brandy could do the Hot 
Honey Rag.”
 I adore Patti LuPone. That’s not to say she’s 
not insane; she is. But she realizes it and almost 
revels in it, and that puts her miles ahead of de-
lusional divas who don’t understand why people 
think they’re difficult. Patti relives each and ev-
ery hurt from her professional (and, to a lesser 
extent, personal) life in the just-released auto-
biography “Patti LuPone—A Memoir.” LuPone 
goes out of her way to say she doesn’t hold a 
grudge. That said, she also doesn’t forget them. 
She recounts each tragic tale with passion and 
a wry sense of black humor. For example, she 
spends two chapters on the “Sunset Blvd” de-
bacle (chapters I’m sure you’ll immediately turn 
to). While she’s not sure how complicit Glenn 
Close may have been in getting her fired from 
the Broadway production, she openly muses that 
had the situation been reversed, she would have 
immediately called Glenn to either apologize or 
commiserate. Then, several pages later, LuPone 
will drop in, “Oh, did I mention Glenn Close nev-

er, ever called me?” God love her! But, even bet-
ter is the unabridged book on CD—“performed 
by the author.” Fabulous!
 Just as our last column was going to press, 
we got word that Adam Lambert had “viciously 
attacked” a photographer on Miami Beach. Ap-
parently Adam was in SoBe enjoying a few days 
in the sun prior to a concert. He was clad in long 
shorts, a tank top and one of those straw cow-
boy hats they used to plop on Rose Kennedy’s 
head when they’d drag her out—literally—for 
the annual Kennedy clambake! A photographer 
wouldn’t leave Lambert alone, so Adam chased 
the snapper and allegedly “tackled” him while 
trying to grab the camera, which had been 
stuffed inside his backpack. Ironically, another 
paparazzo was on hand and captured the entire 
incident—showing Lambert’s “tackle” to be 
more akin to a spirited game of touch football. 
The photo also shows the photographer laugh-
ing. The police are not pursuing the matter, but 
the snapper could still press charges. You can 
see the pics on BillyMasters.com.
 Our “Ask Billy” question comes from Jay in 
Houston: “Do you watch ‘The Rachel Zoe Project’? 
Her assistant, Brad, is so hot in that nerdy kinda 
way. Do you know anything about him or have 
any hot pics of him?”
 I wouldn’t necessarily call the 33-year-old 
Brad Goreski “nerdy.” He certainly has a preppy 
or dapper style with his black-rimmed glasses, 
bowties and skinny pants. It’s a very distinct, 
funky, retro look. I think Brad favors these 
tailored silhouettes because he claims to have 
been a fat kid. But he certainly ain’t fat now—as 
is evidenced in the shirtless snaps we’ve dug up. 
He’s got a well-defined torso—not in that porn 
star way, but in that real guy way. And since I 
know you’re interested, he’s been in a monoga-
mous relationship for the past nine years. Still, 
there’s nothing wrong with looking. Feel free to 
look at him all you want at BillyMasters.com.
 When I’m comparing Adam Lambert to Rose 
Kennedy, it’s definitely time to end yet another 
column. For all of your gossip needs, head on 
over to www.BillyMasters.com where we tackle 
the tough stories. And if you have a question, 
just write me at Billy@BillyMasters.com, and I 
promise to get back to you before Glenn calls 
Patti. (Have I mentioned that she’s never, ever 
called her?) So, until next time, remember, one 
man’s filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY MASTERS

Margaret Cho (above) made quite an impres-
sion with her Viennese waltz on Dancing with 
the Stars.
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BUSINESS

Joie de Vine:
Something
for everyone
BY ROSS FORMAN

Lights, cameras … it’s all action at Joie De Vine 
in Andersonville—making the bar a perfect set-
ting for a reality-TV show.
 “All of us are characters—the staff, the regu-
lars and the newbies,” said the bar’s owner, Lori 
Petrushkevich. “With the recent craze in real-
ity shows, mixologist concoctions and cooking 
classes, the refined palate is the new black. Ev-
erything has improved, wine, spirits and beer, 
being the latest buzz. Joie De Vine is more than 
a wine bar. It’s a full service bar.”
 And an award-winning bar, too.
 Joie De Vine (JDV) was named the Best Les-
bian Bar by Chicago Magazine (August 2010 is-
sue), while Halsted Street nightspot Scarlet was 
named Best Gay Bar.
 Petrushkevich said she was “surprised, flat-
tered and honored” to win the award, but she 
never considered JDV to only be a lesbian bar.
 “Yes, Joie De Vine is lesbian-owned and -oper-
ated, but I have always considered JDV to be 
neighborhood bar. JDV is a bar for anyone and 
everyone, not just the lesbian crowd,” Petrush-
kevich said, “I have been a business owner in 
Andersonville since 1994 when I opened Karma 
Salon and Gallery. Just like my hair salon, JDV, 
which is two storefronts down [from the salon] 
caters to the locals. Anyone who has visited 
Andersonville will agree on its diverse environ-
ment.
 “I have always enjoyed being off the beaten 
path, meaning, not on Clark Street. It’s a lit-
tle building with a lot of character. One of my 
clients told me years ago that the JDV space 
was once a bar named Sunny’s and Karma was a 
butcher shop. I would love to see old pictures of 
what the building previously looked like. 
 “I pride myself in having a relaxed and wel-
coming environment [at both facilities.] Karma 
is very laid back and I wanted JDV to have the 
same vibe for my guests. Karma during the day, 
Joie at night.
 “Joie De Vine is quaint, sexy and cool—an 
intimate lounge. A number of guests have met 
their partners at JDV, both gay and straight. We 
are a popular destination for first dates, couples 
who like get to cozy and where all meet, mix and 
mingle with their friends and neighbors.”
 JDV also caters to the furry, four-legged crowd. 
Wednesdays on the patio, for example, Bow Wow 
Lounge hosts the Yappy Hour—an evening for 
dogs and their owners. 
 In addition, Joie has hosted everything from 
baby showers to birthday parties to fundraisers, 
and recently participated in Bar AIDS, which 
raises funds for EdgeAlliance (formerly known as 
AIDSCare).
 “We are not your typical tavern. We have bet-

ter wine, unique spirits and a new focus on craft 
and local beer. We’re taste-focused not brand-
focused,” Petrushkevich said. “The people who 
come to JDV are interesting—actors, doctors, 
dog-walkers, artists, attorneys and more. We all 
love to socialize, with new and old friends. A 
lounge where anyone would feel comfortable, 
safe, happy and welcome. On any given night 
you can engage in an interesting discussion and 
make a new connection.”
 And connections have been made on site 
since the bar opened in 2004. Joie boasts the 
work of local artists on its walls, and has hosted 
live music, burlesque shows and singles events. 
There is free street-side parking.
 But seriously: What’s with the name?
 “That’s the most popular question that often 
goes un-asked,” she said. “It all starts with two 
words, joy and divine. Who doesn’t like to be full 
of Joie?! And Divine [is] one of my favorite ac-
tors. Remember, Polyester and Pink Flamingos?”
 Petrushkevich said they are not asked about 
the name’s meaning as much as how it is pro-
nounced.
 “More often than not, people make their own 
version or spin on it. We hear ‘joey divine’ and 
‘joie de veen,’ or simply, ‘the wine bar.’
 “It is a play on French and English. “
 And a fun one at that, for sure.
 “I have spent the majority of my working years 
in hair salons and tending bar,” Petrushkevich 
said. “Mohawks and kamikazes for bass guitar-
ists to Bobs and sex-on-the-beach for ladies 
who lunch.
 “That exposure developed my personality and 
opened my mind to a variety of wonderful and 
charming individuals.
 “I spent my coming-out years with fellow in-
dustry people at places where all were welcome. 
As years passed and our tastes developed, there 
was no longer a place that paired well with our 
maturing taste and forward style. My clients and 
friends were in need of more than the average 
bar experience. We wanted a beautiful space 
where we could chill, sip a glass of wine and 
carry on a conversation, without compromising 
the sounds of sexy music. And [have it be] lo-
cal; we wanted to avoid the crowds, the hustle 
and bustle of downtown. A place within walking 
distance, where you would be proud … in your 
neighborhood. Your place. Our place.”
 Petrushkevich added, “We are always looking 
for ways to expand our palate.” And, “We like to 
share our discoveries and create new favorites 
for all. JDV is currently in the process of adding 
themed evenings in music, tastings (beer, wine 
and liquor) and charitable events.
 “I love when I see people smiling, dancing, 
laughing and enjoying their evening because 
they walked in the door,” Petrushkevich said. 
“Making their weekend, their evening and their 
summer, alfresco style on the patio. That’s the 
beauty of Joie—at any moment your evening 
can be divine.
 “A few straight men from down the block and 
two ladies on their first date from the ‘burbs can 
share smiles and stories over a delicious pitcher 
of freshly house-made peach sangria.
 “I can’t count the times people come back to 
celebrate their first date on their anniversary, or 
when I have been invited to attend their beauti-
ful weddings. All in all, my visions have become 
cherished moments for many.”

 More about Lori Petrushkevich & Joie De 
Vine:
 —Hobbies: “Unwinding at the beach with my 
pups, releasing at the gym, riding my bicycle 
and motorcycle. Enjoying our beautiful city.”
 —Favorite TV shows: Ramsey’s Kitchen Night-
mares, United States of Tara, Nurse Jackie, Dex-
ter, Larry King Live, 360 with Anderson Cooper, 
Top Chef and Project Runway.
 —Favorite movies: Baghdad Café, Kung Fu 
Hustle, The Hunger, Pink Flamingos, Polyester, 
Life Less Ordinary, Before Night Falls and Sweet-
ie
 —Favorite wine by the glass: The Tango 
Club, red and white: “At $5 a glass, you will be 
pleasantly surprised. Both the malbec/syrah and 
torrontes are worth twice the price.”
 —Favorite wine by the bottle: “Moletto Ra-
boso, which makes any evening a memorable 
one. [It’s] aged in oak for two years with hints 
of cherry and vanilla.” 
 —Favorite beer: “Never did I anticipate the 
complexity or variety of beer. Over the past few 
months I have grown to love IPAs [India Pale 
Ales], Belgium quads and white ales. At this mo-
ment, I look forward to a He Brew’s Bittersweet 
Lenny’s R.I.P.A or a White Rascal Witbier from 
Avery Brewing Company.”
 —Favorite cocktail: “Our fresh-squeezed, 
homemade watermelon and cucumber infusion 
on the rocks. The salted cucumber spear is de-
lectable as it compliments the sweet summer 
melon.”
 —Best thing about Chicago: “The mix of cul-
tures. I love the city, the people, the different 
neighborhoods.”
 —It’s a fact: “During the development of the 
bar, I discovered artifacts and memorabilia from 
the former bar in the trap floor door. I had the 
ideas,  visions and design in my head. The much-
noticed and loved wine racks were an idea of 
mine that my niece had constructed. The back 
bar, the colored squares of Plexiglas are reflec-
tions of my love affair with warehouse win-
dows.”
 —About bartending: “From Los Angeles to 
The Closet [in Chicago], I really loved bartend-
ing. The energy, the speed, the feeling of being 
on stage. Ironically, most who see me or meet 
me, only know me as the quiet one in the cor-
ner.”
 —Ideal order: “What do you love? What are 
you in the mood for? What do you need? Give us 
the basics, [such as], sweet, sour, rocks, shaken, 
etc., and we will impress you and your taste 
buds. Don’t get us wrong, we have what it takes 
to make a fierce gin and tonic, but step out of 
your cocktail comfort zone and you are sure to 
fall in love. Again and again, ‘tini after ‘tini, 
collins upon collins, your evening will never be 
the same.”
 —Yum!: An organic cucumber liqueur, a pista-
chio cordial and sweet Michigan cherries soaked 
in small batch whiskey are just a few of the spe-
cial ingredients that JDV swirls and shakes into 
house made creations.
 —Closing remark: “Thoughtfulness and hard 
work from my staff over the years and my busi-
ness partner, Sandy Northrup, have kept JDV 
moving forward,” according to Petrushkevich.
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Lori Petrushkevich. Photos courtesy of 
Petrushkevich

LOCAL EVENTS
‘NO H8’ photo shoot
Oct. 11 at W Hotel
 An open “NO H8” photo shoot will tkae place 
Monday, Oct. 11, 4-7 p.m., at the W Chicago Ho-
tel, 172 W. Adams.
 The “NO H8” campaign has photographed 
thousands of individuals who wear white T-shirts 
while having “NO H8” scrawled on their faces 
and duct tape over their mouths.
 Solo photos will require a minimum $40 do-
nation per person while group/couple shots are 
$25 per person in the photo. (People are also 
asked to wear white T-shirts.) Adam Bouska will 
photograph five to 10 frames for each person; 
the final selection he chooses will be retouched 
and made available at http://www.NOH8Cam-
paign.com.
 For more information, see “NOH8 Open Photo-
shoot in Chicago” on Facebook.

‘Sex, Chocolate...’
Oct. 13 at Mary’s
 The event “Sex, Chocolate and Your Pelvic 
Floor”—hosted by the Women’s Health Founda-
tion and the Lesbian Community Care Project—
will take place Wed., Oct. 13, at Mary’s Attic, 
5400 N. Clark, 6-9 p.m.
 This event brings women together to indulge 
in chocolate, talk sex and learn how pelvic health 
can lead to a better sex life. Nationally recog-
nized physical therapist/lecturer Holly Herman 
will discuss “The Mechanics of Sexual Activity” 
while queer comedian Jessica Halem is slated to 
perform.
 Advance tickets are $25, with online ticket 
sales ending 12 p.m. on Wed., Oct. 13. Contact 
Molly Kirk Parlier at 773-305-8201 or e-mail 
molly@womenshealthfoundation.org.

Children’s AIDS group
having ‘Dream 
Halloween’
 The Children Affected by AIDS Foundation 
(CAAF)—the only organization solely devoted 
to providing support programs to children im-
pacted by HIV/AIDS in the United States—is 
hosting the “11th Annual Dream Halloween Chi-
cago Presented by Toys R US & Mattel” Saturday, 
Oct. 23, at the Windy City Fieldhouse, 2367 W. 
Logan, 5-8:30 p.m.
 Niecy Nash—known from such series as Reno 
911, Dancing with the Stars and her current 
show, Clean House—is slated to attend. Tickets 
are $200 ($100 for those up to 13). See http://
www.caaf.org.

Niecy Nash. Photo courtesy of www.niecynash.
com
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Runner Otis
Richardson
goes bananas
BY ROSS FORMAN
 
Otis Richardson is preparing to run the Bank 
of America Chicago Marathon Sunday, Oct. 10, 
which will be his second-ever marathon but his 
first since 2003. 
 He’s determined to beat his time from seven 
years ago by at least 18 minutes.
 Sound crazy?
 Nah, Richardson has simply gone “ape sh@t 
bananas.” Literally.
 Richardson, 46, who lives in Hyde Park, has 
taken the comedic route to training and fund-
raising for the AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) 
as he trains with its Team 2 End AIDS (T2EA).
 “Oh gosh, [I am] nervous, excited, the whole 
gamut [of emotions,]” Richardson said. “Race 
day is gonna be nuts, but I’m confident that my 
five months of training will prepare me to finish 
in one piece. Friends and family have given me 
a lot of support and my co-workers have been 
awesome. 
 “When it comes to fundraising for T2EA, I’ve 
used Twitter, Facebook, smoke signals … what-
ever I can do to let my friends know to sup-
port me. E-mails have worked best for me and 
the e-mails featuring an image have gotten the 
best response. So, I decided to do a crazy ba-
nana photo. I train with my pace group every 
Saturday at 7 a.m. After our run is done, there 
are healthy snacks on site to help us recover, 
[including] granola bars, nuts, bagels, peanut 
butter, and fresh fruit like oranges and bananas. 
So the theme of my photo was ‘Otis is going 
ape sh*t bananas over his Chicago Marathon 
training!’ [The photos] got people’s attention 
because I’m pretty laid back. To see me with 
bananas in my ears was … different.”
 Richardson, who was born and raised in Beau-
fort, S.C., is a customer service representative 
for Tribune Media Services. He is gay and newly 
single, he said.
 “I think the AIDS Foundation of Chicago does 
great work in the community and I like that their 
marathon training program is geared to several 
fitness levels,” Richardson said. “T2EA runners 
come in a range of ages, shapes, and abilities. 
Some participants have never run a marathon 
before and others are experienced runners, but 
we all support each other.
 “I have many friends living with HIV/AIDS and 
I’ve lost people to this syndrome. I’m running 
on their behalf. As a creative artist, so many 
talented gay men that I looked up to when I 
came out in the 1980s are gone, like writer Es-
sex Hemphill, filmmaker Marlon Riggs, Sylvester, 
Keith Harring, vogue dancer Willi Ninja, cartoon-
ist Daniel Sotomayor—I mean, the list goes on. 
This is my small way of honoring all of them and 
giving something back.”
 To that, Richardson’s marathon goal is to raise 

$1,600—and finish in less than five hours.
 “Year after year I would make excuses about 
not having the time to train and having to work 
on weekends,” Richardson said. “I did my first 
marathon at [age] 39; now I’m 46, so the age 
thing is definitely a concern, but I think I’m just 
as fit now as I was then. I’m actually in a fast-
er pace-group than I was seven years ago. My 
Buddhist practice played a major part in help-
ing me decide to stop making excuses. Nichiren 
Daishonin’s Buddhism believes that you are re-
sponsible for your own happiness. If there are 
things you want to happen in your life, each of 
us has the Buddha nature inside of us to accom-
plish our goals and overcome obstacles. When 
we chant ‘nam-myo-renge-kyo,’ we tap into that 
Buddha nature or our ‘higher self’ that brings 
forth wisdom, good fortune, and motivation. 
This marathon is just another challenge that I 
will overcome with my faith. In fact, Buddhists 
look at challenges as opportunities for growth 
and self-improvement. I’ve gotten a lot of sup-
port from the LGBT Buddhist group that meets 
the second Friday of every month at the Soka 
Gakkai International (SGI) Chicago Cultural Cen-
ter.”
 Richardson is a nationally published illustra-
tor/cartoonist and past contributor to Windy 
City Times and other LGBT publications. He is 
also the creator of LavenderPop Greeting Cards, 
the premier line of African-American LGBT Pride 
cards. 
 “With the economy and funding cutbacks, 
raising money for HIV/AIDS services is more cru-
cial now than ever,” Richardson said. “Black men 
who have sex with men are disproportionately 
affected, so, as a member of this group, I’m very 
concerned about adequate funding for services 
and prevention. I feel fortunate to be apart of 
the T2EA training program and I urge others to 
join next year. By raising money and helping 
others, I’m really helping myself.”
 Anyone who would like to support Richardson 
should visit www.T2EA.com and click “Donate,” 
then type his name and click “Sponsor Me.”

AIDS Run/Walk 
Oct. 2 in Grant Park

The 2010 AIDS Run & Walk Chicago will take 
place Saturday, Oct. 2, at Columbus and Balbo 
in Grant Park.

Registration opens at 8 a.m., the same time 
the Health & Fitness Village opens. Check-in 
closes at 9:55 a.m. The 5K and 10K runs start 
at 9:55 a.m., with the 5K walk beginning at 10 
a.m. Among the scheduled entertainers are the 
Windy City Cowboys, the Chicago Spirit Brigades, 
ROTC Chicago, the Lakeside Pride Freedom Band 
and the Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre.

Since its establishment in 2001, AIDS Run and 
Walk Chicago has netted more than $3 million to 
fight HIV/AIDS. More than 10,000 participants 
are expected. See http://afc.aidschicago.org/
NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=997.
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Lesbian to
receive
scholastic honor
BY ROSS FORMAN

 
Jessica Andrasko was shocked, to put it mildly, 
when her former high school volleyball coach 
messaged her on Facebook that the school’s Hall 
of Fame committee needed her address.

Andrasko replied, “Are you serious????”
Sure enough, Andrasko, 37, who now lives in 

Bolingbrook, is being inducted into the Hall of 
Fame Friday, Oct. 1, at her alma mater, Sweet 
Home High School, where she graduated in 
1991.

“I was completely honored,” when informed, 
she said.

Andrasko played varsity volleyball, basketball 
and softball all four years in high school, and 
also played club volleyball for the Cheetah Vol-
leyball Club all four years of high school. And, 
she was a member of the Empire State Games 
gold medal team all four years.

“Most people say volleyball was my best sport, 
but I say I was better at basketball,” said An-
drasko, who was the leading scorer and rebound-
er in basketball when she graduated. 

And that’s just the start of her athletic resume 
from high school. Just consider some of her ac-
colades:

—First Team All New York State (volleyball)
—All-State (basketball, softball) 
—All-State All-Star Team (volleyball, basket-

ball, softball)
—Her volleyball team was ranked in the Top 

10 in the nation, and had a 47-1 match record.
Andrasko also was a National Honor Society 

member, and graduated with honors. She re-
ceived the Principal’s Athletic Award, the Wil-
liam Schwartzman Senior Athlete of the Year 
award and the Amherst Chamber of Commerce 
Athlete of the Year award. And she was ranked 

ninth academically in her graduating class of 
309.

“[The Hall of Fame induction] means a great 
deal to me because sports have always been 
a huge part of my life,” Andrasko said. “Play-
ing sports taught me that ‘I should never wish 
I could have, would have or should have done 
something in my life. No regrets in anything I 
do and always work my butt off because I may 
not get that second chance to be in that situa-
tion again!’”

In her Hall of Fame speech, Andrasko will 
thank family, friends and coaches, “because 
they have molded me through sports to be the 
woman and athlete that I am today.”

Particularly her grandfather, who passed away 
earlier this year.

“I know he would be so proud,” Andrasko 
said. “My grandma and my grandpa were at ev-
ery game I ever played in high school and every 
home game I played in college. He was one of 
my biggest supporters and I will dedicate my 
award to him.”

Andrasko graduated from Bowling Green State 
University in 1995, where she played four years 

of Division I volleyball and one year (her senior 
season) of softball.

She played professional volleyball in Norway 
for Aukra Volleyball Klubb.

Andrasko is now a science teacher at Rome-
oville High School, and has been dating Lisa 
Vander Kooi for almost two years.

Andrasko said she is not sure if her high school 
knows she is a lesbian, though some former 
teammates know, “and I’m sure my volleyball 
coach knows since we are friends on Facebook.” 
She came out after college.

Andrasko moved to Chicago about 13 years 
ago. She was coaching at Valparaiso University, 
“and wanted to get out of collegiate coaching, 
so I moved to the Chicago area and started 
teaching,” she said.

Andrasko played two years for the Chicago 
Force football team, has played in local gay 
sports leagues for 11 years, including indoor 
volleyball, beach volleyball, softball, flag foot-
ball and dodgeball. She is currently the director 
for women’s indoor volleyball for the Chicago 
Metropolitan Sports Association, and was named 
CMSA Athlete of the Year. She participated in the 
1998 Gay Games in Amsterdam (bronze medal in 
volleyball), the 2006 Gay Games Chicago (vol-
leyball), and the 2010 Gay Games in Cologne, 
Germany (volleyball; lost in the bronze medal 
match). Plus, she plays basketball, softball and 
volleyball for various leagues in the suburbs, 
and plays on a traveling tournament softball 
team based out of the Elgin/St. Charles area.

So what does she do in her free time?
“I enjoy playing golf with my partner and 

friends,” she said.
Naturally.

Second City’s
Open Gym returns
 Second City Badminton is holding Open Gym 
at the Broadway Armory, 5917 N. Broadway. The 
hours are 6:30-9 p.m. on Monday nights.

 Dates are Oct. 4, 18, 25; Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29; and 
Dec. 6, 13. The cost to play is $7. See http://
www.chicagomsa.org.

Dragons may play
for cup in Australia

After visiting Dublin, Ireland in 2008 and Min-
neapolis, Minn., in 2010, the Chicago Dragons 
may be heading down under to play in Sydney, 
Australia, in 2012, according to a team press 
release.

The Bingham Cup will be in its 10th year in 
2012. Its namesake is 9/11 hero Mark Bingham, 
who helped fight with terrorists on United Air-
lines Flight 93. He was a gay rugby player from 
the San Francisco Fog RFC.

Australia is vying with Manchester, England, 
to host the gay world cup of rugby as part of 
a greater fight against homophobia in sports 
around the world. In addition, the first-ever 
World Cup of Lesbian Rugby is also scheduled 
also to be held in 2012.
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photographers.

www.chicagogayhistory.org

amazon.com

Unabridged 
Books

3351 N. Broadway 

Jessica Andrasko. Photo courtesy of An-
drasko

Daniel Conn (above) supports Australia’s bid
to host the Bingham Cup. Photo courtesy of 
Erik Denison

www.chicagogayhistory.org


Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887
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312.827.7973
btsamis@tsamislaw.com

www.tsamislaw.com

Tsamis Law Firm, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Car Accident/Injury

Employment

Criminal

Small Business 

Always On Your Side

Law Offices of
Nancy Jill Cox, LLC

773-944-0485 office
773-220-8020 cell

Your Neighborhood Attorney

attorneycox@gmail.com
mybankruptcycounsel.com

The Law Offices of

Alexander Weaver
312-588-5005

email: violaw@rcn.com

A Full Service 
Law Firm 

for the Community
since 1988

410 S. Michigan Ave., 

Suite 628, Chicago

CONNE MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESSIONSX

Ray is a legal authority on all of his 
practice areas, which include probate, 
trusts, guardianship, estate planning, 
and elder law, including the litigation 
of those areas. He is a longtime 
advocate for and member of the 
LGBT community, and is involved in 
several charitable groups, community 
associations, and professional 

organizations. Ray is a member of Clark Hill PLC, a full-service 
law firm consisting of a diverse team of attorneys and 
professionals committed to our clients and our communities.

Tel: 312.985.5938  |  Fax: 312.985.5985
rkoenig@clarkhill.com  |  clarkhill.com

Ray J. Koenig III and Clark Hill PLC

A R I Z O N A     I L L I N O I S     M I C H I G A N     W A S H I N G T O N  D C

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Total average savings of $489*

Getting to know you helps me find all 
the auto discounts you deserve. Like a 
good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

You’re a 
neighbor, 
not a 
number. 

P090119 06/09

Linda Kuczka, Agent
954 W Webster

Chicago, IL 60614
Bus: 773-975-9111

linda@lindakuczka.com

*Average annual household savings based on national 2009 survey of new policyholders 
who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

We all feel the same commitment to care 
for our families. Helping you meet your 
insurance needs is part of my commitment 
to you. Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Family is 
why we 
do it all.

0907504 

Rose Dalsandro, Agent
6610 N Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL 60714
Bus: 847-647-9701
rose.dalsandro.bz5m@statefarm.com

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962  

ilo
ilo

CUSTOM FRAMING
Framing Chicago’s art since 1991

All work done on premise.

“iloilo custom framing
turned my old family 

painting into a 
beautiful masterpiece. 

It takes a lot of talent to
make that old family look

beautiful!”

Famous comedic actor Jim Bennett 
on iloilo,

Place your order with us 
today and start saving now 
on your medication needs.

Questions? Call or email
1-866-744-3835 or

info@GlobalPharmacyDirect.com

Leading the effort in low-cost Rx drugs while 
maintaining the highest quality standards.

Visit GlobalPharmacyDirect.com
for your prescription drug needs

www.globalpharmacydirect.com
www.tsamislaw.com
www.mybankruptcycounsel.com
www.clarkhill.com
www.lindakuczka.com
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