
BY REX WOCKNER

Fort Worth police and agents from the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission raided a gay bar 
June 28—the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots—and roughed up several patrons, includ-
ing one who is hospitalized with a life-threaten-
ing blood clot on his brain.
	 The reason for the raid: To be sure no one was 
too drunk. Seven people were arrested for al-
leged intoxication.
	 Patrons of the Rainbow Lounge say four or five 
officers tackled Chad Gibson, who patrons say 
wasn’t drunk, and banged his head on the wall 
and on the floor for no reason. The police have 
said Gibson fell down later outside and hurt 
himself, because he was drunk.
	 Police Chief Jeff Halstead also says Gibson 
groped one of the officers, yet Gibson was not 
charged with any sort of assault.
	 “You’re touched and advanced in certain ways 
by people inside the bar, that’s offensive,” Hal-
stead said. “I’m happy with the restraint used 
when they were contacted like that.”
	 That Gibson groped a uniformed cop is, of 
course, improbable. As Rainbow Lounge owner 
J.R. Schrock put it: “The groping of the police 
officer—really? We’re gay, but we’re not dumb. 
That is a lie, and I am appalled by it.”
	 The Police Department also has said that other 
patrons “made sexually explicit movements” to-
ward uniformed officers. Patrons have said that 
nothing of the sort occurred, and that the no-
tion is asinine.
	 At press time, the Police Department remained 
under heavy fire for the raid—from news report-
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Talking with
Steve Hildebrand
by Rex Wockner

Openly gay Steve Hildebrand was Barack Obama’s 
deputy national campaign director. When Obama 
started to come under heavy fire from GLBT peo-
ple in recent weeks—for talking the talk but not 
walking the walk on his promises to gay peo-
ple—it was Hildebrand who went into the Oval 
Office for a one-on-one with Obama to let him 
know what was going down. Steve and I spoke 
late in the evening July 5 in San Diego.
	 Rex Wockner: There’s probably nobody who’s 
talked to Barack Obama more about gay stuff 
than you—and you’ve done so within the last 
couple of weeks. Since he’s come under fire 
for allegedly talking a really good talk but 
not walking the walk, yet, on gay and les-
bian issues ... what did you talk about in that 
meeting you had with him?
	 Steve Hildebrand: I told him very clearly that 
many in the gay community across the country 
are getting very anxious and that folks have felt 
very hurt by the Justice Department brief—the 
language that was used in it. He reassured me 
that he will not disappoint the gay community 
during his time as president, that the promises 
he made during the campaign are promises he 
will fulfill, and he was very forthright about his 
commitment to equality. And, people will accuse 
me—probably rightfully so—that I’m a Kool-Aid 
drinker, that I believe in this guy, but I’ve been 
around a lot of very important politicians in my 
lifetime and I think this guy is different and I do 
trust him to do what is right. I also believe that 
he knows how to get things done, and that he 
will make a significant difference in a positive 
way in the lives of gay and lesbian Americans.
	 Rex: Let’s go back just a second to the (con-
troversial marriage-case) brief. Do you have 
any reason to believe that he may or may not 
have known what was in that brief before it 

happened?
	 Steve: As I understand it, he did not read the 
brief in advance but he subsequently has read 
the brief and was not happy at all with both 
the direction as well as the language that was 
used—and that he expects much better from his 
administration.
	 Rex: This same Justice Department is going 
to have to file another brief in the Olson and 
Boies (federal gay marriage) case in October. 
Do you think it’s likely we’re going to see 
something different this time?
	 Steve: I hope so, I don’t know so. I certainly 
don’t profess to be somebody who has intimate 
knowledge of what’s going on at the Justice De-
partment. I hope the outrage that has come—
not just from the gay community but from oth-
ers—about how pathetic the first brief was, that 
we will expect to see something more improved. 
You know, I have a little bit different perspec-
tive. I, like most people, was not at all happy 
with the language that was used, but better lan-
guage would not have changed the end result 
of what the Justice Department was ruling on. I 
would like to see the Justice Department take a 
dramatic step and disagree that DOMA is a con-
stitutional law.
	 Rex: There were some news stories to the 
effect that HRC cut a deal with the admin-
istration to delay the process on Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell and to work on, I guess, hate crimes 
first. ... Do you think there’s any kind of or-
der for the promises that Barack Obama made 
during the campaign on things that he wants 
to get done for the gay and lesbian commu-
nity. Is there an order that we’re likely to see 
those happen in?
	 Steve: ... Regarding some kind of deal that 
was cut, I think that’s pretty crazy. Anybody who 
followed Barack Obama during the campaign and 
anybody that really knows this guy—he’s not ex-
actly one who’s out cutting deals with special-
interest groups on the left or the right for the 
timing of various legislative initiatives. Barack 
Obama as president and commander in chief is, 

and will continue to go through, a process, me-
thodically, to get the ducks in a row in order to 
get the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell done in a 
successful way that isn’t just going to happen 
overnight. He has to move the minds of the pub-
lic, he has to move the minds of Congress and 
he has to move the minds of military leaders. 
And once that happens, and the ducks are in a 
row, I believe he can successfully move forward 
for repeal, something that he feels very strongly 
about and something that he spoke very pas-
sionately about.
	 Rex: Are we likely to see some other things 
from the administration or moving through 
Congress before Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell? Once 
again, do you think there’s some kind of order 
... for the things that we’re going to see hap-
pening? Are hate crimes going to be first and 
DOMA going to be last, for example?
	 Steve: Hate crimes has already passed the 
House. It’s sitting in the Senate. Majority Leader 
Reid has promised action on it very soon and I 
hope he’ll live up to that commitment. Passing 
hate crimes through Congress, and the signature 
of the president, can actually have a real posi-
tive impact on people’s lives. That’s something 
that’s very critical—and it’s something that’s 
really long overdue. So I believe that if there 
is an order to things, because the House has 
taken action, because the Senate could take ac-
tion at any time, that is something that is prob-
ably likely to move pretty quickly. I can’t say I’m 
privy to what might be next, and that doesn’t 
always just happen from the White House. You 
know, Nancy Pelosi as speaker has a real impact 
on that. Harry Reid as majority leader has a real 
impact on that, and I have not spoken to either 
of them.
	 Rex: In your speech to the National Educa-
tion Association GLBT Caucus here tonight in 
San Diego, you came ‘this close’ to basically 
putting your fist in the air and saying, “It’s 
time to ACT UP and fight back.” What exactly 
were you talking about? What do you think ... 
the gay and lesbian community needs to be 
doing that we’re not doing?
	 Steve: I don’t think our voices are as powerful 
as they should be. I think too many people in 
the gay community do not push their elected 
officials as hard as they should. If you had 20 
gay people together in a room and asked how 
many of them actually have reached out and ei-
ther called, e-mailed or sent a letter to their 
member of Congress over the last two months, 
I would say the vast, vast majority of them will 
have done nothing. My suggestion is that people 
need to become strong activists, that we need 
to multiply by hundreds the number of activists 
we have in the gay community. We need more 
voices, we need louder voices, and we need to 
tell politicians at every level we’re not willing to 
take their excuses anymore.
	 Rex: ... There has been this sort of ground-

swell of yelling at Barack Obama for the last 
three or four weeks. Would you include him 
in this kind of call for stepped-up pressure 
on politicians, or do you have a faith in 
him—a personal faith in him based on your 
experience—that he’s going to be there for 
us whether we’re nice or not-so-nice to him?
	 Steve: I would encourage gays and straights 
alike to put pressure on President Obama, on 
his administration, to call for action—immedi-
ate action on the laundry list of items that the 
gay community deserves for true equality in this 
country. What I don’t like is the suggestion by 
a lot of people that this guy has lied to us and 
that he isn’t fulfilling his campaign promises, 
when he’s only been in office for five months. 
He can’t change the world overnight and—I’m 
doing my best to say this without providing ex-
cuses—but this is a president who was handed a 
larger number of really big issues to deal with at 
the beginning of his presidency than any other 
president in history. He’s got to get an economy 
moving, he’s got to get the troops out of Iraq, 
there’s a lot of big, big problems. At the same 
time, he is working within his administration to 
try and get in a position to get some meaningful 
things done to help the gay community achieve 
equality. That does not preclude any suggestion 
that we should not keep up the pressure. He has 
told me, and he has told ... staff in the White 
House that pressure’s a good thing, so people 
should continue to put pressure on him.
	 Rex: A lot of these things need congressio-
nal action, not just him to say things.
	 Steve: Exactly, and if people want things done, 
they should demand action from Congress, they 
should demand action from the president, they 
should demand action from their school boards, 
from their city council members, their mayors, 
their legislators, their governors, everybody. 
They should demand action within their church-
es. I don’t believe in the kind of civil discourse 
that ACT UP used several years back. My sug-
gestion is that people ought to be very vocal, 
they ought to vote with full knowledge and full 
commitment of candidates—not just to support 
but to actually lead on issues that are important 
to us.
	 Rex: From some of our conversations earlier 
this evening, when we were just chatting, I 
got the impression that you believe that Ba-
rack Obama, in his gut, gets the gay thing and 
sees it as one of—or maybe even *the*—last 
big civil rights things to accomplish, and that 
this is somebody—I mean, I think it would be 
comforting to the gay and lesbian community 
to know that he gets it in his gut and sees it 
as a fundamental civil rights issue and ... by 
the end of his first four years in office, you 
think things are going to have changed for 

ers, newspaper columnists, bloggers, activists 
and local politicians.
	 “Jeff Halstead can’t be allowed to use the 
Gay Panic Defense,” wrote gay syndicated col-
umnist and frequent national-TV talking head 
Dan Savage. “His officers weren’t groped, no 
one was ‘touched and advanced.’ Homophobic 
cops raided a gay bar, roughed up the patrons, 
and a young man is in the hospital and may 
die.”
	 “This is exactly the kind of state-sponsored 
violence that gays and lesbians fought back 
against at Stonewall 40 years ago,” Savage 
said. “Gay men all over the country are going 
to have to speak up and defend the patrons 
of the Rainbow Lounge. We can’t allow the 
chief of police in Fort Worth to use the Gay 
Panic Defense or exploit stereotypes about gay 
men—so sexually reckless that they can’t even 
keep their hands off cops during a raid!—to 
get away with violating the civil rights of gay 
men in Fort Worth.”
	 Dallas freelance writer John Selig reported 
June 30 that President Barack Obama is aware 

of the raid.
	 “Jesse Garcia, who has been active in Stone-
wall Democrats for years and was recently head 
of Stonewall Democrats of Dallas, mentioned 
the incident to the president and asked him to 
pray for Chad Gibson,” Selig wrote. “President 
Obama told Jesse that he was aware of the 
situation and that he would pray for Chad.”
	 The exchange occurred at Obama’s June 29 
White House gathering with 300 LGBT leaders 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots.

BAR from cover

Chad Gibson. Photo from WFAA-TV
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World: India’s 
gay-sex ban 
struck down
BY REX WOCKNER

Following an eight-year court battle, India’s 
Delhi High Court legalized gay sex July 2 in a 
forceful and poetic ruling that had GLBT activ-
ists crying in the courtroom.
	 The ruling took effect immediately—national-
ly—and will remain in effect unless the Supreme 
Court reverses it. Several major Western media 
outlets erroneously reported July 2 that the rul-
ing only applied in New Delhi. 
	 The court decision “read down” Section 377 
of the Indian Penal Code so that it no longer 
applies to the activities of consenting adults. 
The section bans “carnal intercourse against the 
order of nature with any man, woman or animal” 
under penalty of 10 years to life in prison.
	 The court smashed 377’s application to gay 
people in myriad ways, finding it violated a con-
stitutional guarantee of equality under the law, 
a constitutional ban on discrimination based on 
sex, and constitutional promises of personal lib-
erty and protection of life.
	 The ruling is chock-full of soaring statements 
in support of India’s GLBT population, includ-
ing:
	 —“The criminalisation of homosexuality con-
demns in perpetuity a sizable section of society 
and forces them to live their lives in the shadow 
of harassment, exploitation, humiliation, cruel 
and degrading treatment at the hands of the 
law enforcement machinery. ... Section 377 IPC 
grossly violates their right to privacy and liberty 
embodied in Article 21 insofar as it criminalises 
consensual sexual acts between adults in pri-
vate.”
	 —“Section 377 IPC targets the homosexual 
community as a class and is motivated by an 
animus towards this vulnerable class of people. 

... It has no other purpose than to criminalise 
conduct which fails to conform with the moral 
or religious views of a section of society. The 
discrimination severely affects the rights and in-
terests of homosexuals and deeply impairs their 
dignity.”
	 —“When everything associated with homo-
sexuality is treated as bent, queer, repugnant, 
the whole gay and lesbian community is marked 
with deviance and perversity. ... The result is 
that a significant group of the population is, be-
cause of its sexual non-conformity, persecuted, 
marginalised and turned in on itself.”
	 —“We hold that sexual orientation is a ground 
analogous to sex and that discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation is not permitted by 
Article 15. ... A provision of law branding one 
section of people as criminal based wholly on 
the State’s moral disapproval of that class goes 
counter to the equality guaranteed under Ar-
ticles 14 and 15 under any standard of review.”
	 —“’[R]ight to personal liberty’ and ‘right to 
equality’ are fundamental human rights which 
belong to individuals simply by virtue of their 
humanity. ... A Bill of Rights does not ‘confer’ 
fundamental human rights. It confirms their ex-
istence and accords them protection.”
	 —“Indian Constitutional law does not permit 
the statutory criminal law to be held captive by 
the popular misconceptions of who the LGBTs 
are. It cannot be forgotten that discrimination 
is antithesis of equality and that it is the recog-
nition of equality which will foster the dignity of 
every individual. ... We declare that Section 377 
IPC, insofar it criminalises consensual sexual 
acts of adults in private, is violative of Articles 
21, 14 and 15 of the Constitution.”
	 What happens next?
	 The national government could appeal the 
ruling to India’s Supreme Court, though that is 
considered unlikely; the national government 
could both accept the ruling and use it as ammo 
to introduce a bill in Parliament to duplicate the 
ruling in national law; and/or anti-gay parties to 
the lawsuit could appeal to the Supreme Court.

	 But until such time as the Supreme Court over-
turns the Delhi ruling, India’s GLBTs—who com-
prise more than 17 percent of all GLBT people on 
the planet—are no longer criminals. India has a 
population of nearly 1.2 billion people.
	 The erroneous reports that the ruling did not 
apply outside of New Delhi appeared in The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, the Los An-
geles Times, on the Associated Press wire and 
elsewhere. (For correct information, see bit.ly/
WeXyO and bit.ly/7su4o.)
	 “Every major media outlet in the world got 
this wrong because they don’t understand how 
the Indian courts work,” said journalist Vikram 
Doctor of India’s Queer Media Collective. “It will 
apply nationally until somebody challenges that 
at the Supreme Court, which is where this case 
is going to end up anyway.”
	

	 In most common-law court systems, including 
India’s in this case, the decision of an appel-
late court binds lower courts within its territo-
rial jurisdiction and also is the ‘last’ word on 
the subject nationally unless a court of equal 
authority elsewhere makes a contrary decision 
or the supreme court reverses the decision. An 
appellate decision also binds the parties in the 
case (which include the Indian government in 
this case) regardless of where they are in the 
country.
	 Meanwhile, gay pride parades were staged in 
four Indian cities June 27-28—New Delhi, Ban-
galore, Chennai and Bhubaneshwar.
	 At least 2,000 people marched in New Delhi. 
Marches are still to come in Mumbai and Kol-
kata.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

Obama tries to 
soften DADT
by Bob Roehr 
 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates said the Pen-
tagon is looking at “a more humane way to 
apply” the antigay military policy known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) until it can be 
repealed. The remarks came June 30 while he 
was traveling in Europe, according to the As-
sociated Press. 
	 He suggested that might include not investi-
gating accusations from a jilted lover or some-
one else who acts out of vindictive motives. 
Gates said military lawyers are looking into the 
situation. 
	 The comments came one day after President 
Barack Obama told an LGBT gathering at the 
White House that he believes DADT “doesn’t 
contribute to our national security. In fact, 
I believe preventing patriotic Americans from 
serving their country weakens our national se-
curity.”

	 The president said he had asked the Penta-
gon “to develop a plan for how to thoroughly 
implement a repeal.”
	 This movement by the administration ap-
pears to be influenced by recent reports by 
both the Palm Center and the Center for Ameri-
can Progress that laid out steps that could be 
taken prior to congressional action on repeal. 
	 Meanwhile, an administrative board recom-
mended that Lt. Daniel Choi be discharged from 
the New York Army National Guard for publicly 
stating that he is gay. Choi is a graduate of 
West Point, an Arabic linguist, and an Iraqi vet 
who is willing to return to that country. 
 	 The recommendation must now wend its way 
through the military chain of command, which 
must decide whether or not to accept that rec-
ommendation. It offers the Obama administra-
tion the opportunity to back up its words with 
real action.
	 Read the entire article online at www.
WindyCityMediaGroup.com.
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Opposition to
De Jesús grows
By Jessica Pupovac

The clock is ticking on Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley’s decision regarding who should fill the 
vacancy left by former Ald. Billy Ocasio, who left 
City Council last month to work as a senior ad-
viser to Gov. Pat Quinn. 
	 Before he left his 26th Ward office, Ocasio 
made known his wishes that his pastor, Rev. Wil-
fredo De Jesús, be his heir—but the decision 
ultimately falls to Daley. 
	 The possibility of having De Jesús in City 
Council is raising eyebrows in the ward and 
beyond, due in no small part to his stance on 
homosexuality. De Jesús’ New Life Covenant Min-
istries church is part of the Assemblies of God, 
a Pentecostal fellowship that considers homo-
sexuality a sin. In Chicago, many LGBT activists 
know him as the pastor who put the brakes last 
year on a planned Pride Campus, a school that 
designers hoped would act as a model school, 
providing a safe and affirming environment for 
LGBT and questioning youth and their allies. 
	 Although De Jesús says that his opposition to 

the school stems from his belief that it would 
segregate LGBT youth, one former congregant, 
Esmeralda Román, said she left his church be-
cause of a sermon that he gave about the school 
that she said felt more “like an anti-gay rally.”
	 Román, a lesbian, had asked De Jesús just 
weeks prior if she and her partner and their 
three children were welcome to worship at New 
Life Covenant. De Jesús said they were.
	 “We didn’t go back because we didn’t feel 
safe there,” said Román. “I have sat in churches 
and seen people being hypocrites, people lying, 
people stealing—but I never felt hate like that 
at church. That’s exactly what I felt.”
	 De Jesús’ office did not respond to calls re-
questing comment for this story.
	 The office of 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tun-
ney, whose district encompasses Boystown, con-
firmed that it has received many calls and letters 
from their constituents and the LGBT community 
about the potential new alderman, and have re-
layed those concerns to the mayor. 
	 Although De Jesús’ church is in the 1st Ward 
and he lives in the 31st, New Life Ministries is 
active in the 26th, the ward De Jesús would 
represent. The church organizes works to feed 
homeless people; advocate for affordable hous-
ing; and minister to prostitutes and people 

struggling with drug addictions. It’s one of the 
reasons that groups like the Puerto Rican Cultur-
al Center (PRCC)—which, among other things, 
advocates for LGBT rights and offers many ser-
vices to the local LGBT community—is support-
ing his candidacy.
	 “Right now he’s been named by Alderman Oca-
sio, and we support Alderman Ocasio’s preroga-
tive to make that recommendation,” said Raul 
Echevarria, deputy director of the PRCC. “I think 
a lot has been made about some of the draw-
backs, but I think he brings a lot to the table 
that would be beneficial to the community as a 
whole.”
	 “That doesn’t mean that we won’t engage him 
in some of these other issues that are important 
in the community, including his stance on LGBT 
issues. Engagement whenever possible, I think, 
is the best way to work some of these things 
out,” he said.
	 Some LGBT advocates say they have reached 
out to De Jesús, but that those conversations 
have only bolstered their reservations. 
	 On June 3, a network of about 30 LGBT activ-
ists and community leaders met with De Jesús at 
La Bruqueña restaurant, 2726 W. Division. 
	 “People asked him very pointed questions 
about his Web site, which has a page about ho-

mosexuality and how it’s sinful and wrong. They 
asked him if he would change that, and he said 
absolutely not,” said Rick Garcia of Equality Il-
linois, who attended the meeting. 
	 “Somebody asked, ’What if your daughter 
told you she was a lesbian?’.  And I looked at 
this guy’s reaction and it was sad. He looked 
like somebody threw cold water on him. He said 
something to the effect of, ‘That’s not how my 
wife and I raised our family.’ Then she pushed 
him and he said ‘Well, I would want to know who 
did that to her.’“
	 “I have to say that I don’t think he swayed 
anyone in that room in his favor,” said Garcia.
	 “Many of us at the meeting were not confident 
that Rev. De Jesús would be able to separate his 
religious views from his role as an alderman,” 
said Lourdes Torres, president of Amigas Latinas, 
an organization that advocates for lesbian, bi-
sexual and questioning Latinas, and their fami-
lies.
	 Torres said her concerns go beyond his stance 
on sexuality and include his position on other 
hot-button issues, including a woman’s right to 
choose. 
	 Torres said she is disappointed to see other 
longtime LGBT advocates discount his social 
conservatism. Torres said she originally signed 
onto a letter endorsing his candidacy, at the urg-
ing of several members of the local Puerto Rican 
community, but that after learning more about 
him she asked that her name be removed.
	 “I think gay issues should be put at the same 
level as all of the other issues that they see as 
important—gentrification, immigration, workers 
rights. It’s unfortunate that it’s not considered 
significant enough,” she said.
	 But concern over De Jesús’ possible appoint-
ment isn’t limited to the LGBT community.
	 “He’s done a lot of good work as far as his 
church goes. But the 26th Ward is a very diverse 
ward and I don’t think his views are very diverse. 
They come straight from his interpretation of 
the Bible—period—and he’s admitted that,“ 
said Felipe Ortiz, who has lived in the 26th Ward 
since 1958. 
	 “I know he’s a great pastor in the new life 
church, but the only thing we’re thinking is how 
is he going to run the church and take care of 
the community?,” said Nancy Garcia, co-owner 
of Papas Cache, a popular restaurant in Paseo 
Boricua, a street section in the West Side of Chi-
cago. “I know there’s other people, candidates, 
and more people qualified, too. I don’t know 
why Billy Ocasio only recommended specifically 
him.”
	 Some people expressed hope that the amount 
of time the mayor is taking to make the decision 
could mean that he is looking at some of those 
other candidates.  
	 “Knowing the mayor’s level of support for gay 
and lesbian people and our families, I’m sure 
they mayor is looking at this issue,” said Gar-
cia, who added that no matter whether De Jesús 
is selected to be alderman or not, he already 
wields,  and will continue to wield, a significant 
amount of clout in Chicago politics. 
	 “But whether he’s appointed or not, he’s going 
to have political influence,” he said.
	 Both Rev. Wilfredo De Jesús’ and Mayor Daley’s 
offices did not return calls for this story. In ad-
dition, a number of people that De Jesús has 
publicly claimed support him did not respond, 
either. 

Vital Bridges
receives grant
	 HIV/AIDS agency Vital Bridges received a grant 
of $49,352 to provide high-quality food and nu-
trition services from the M.A.C. AIDS Fund. The 
grant will provide over 14,000 meals for one year 
for 28 people who rely on Vital Bridges’ grocery 
centers.
	 “As government decreases its support for peo-
ple with HIV/AIDS, it is inspiring to have the 
M.A.C. AIDS Fund invest in the health of Chi-
cago’s most fragile people,” said Deborah Hinde, 
Vital Bridges president and CEO.
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Mayor’s LGBT
reception resonates
with attendees
BY WES LAWSON

At the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Randolph, 
on June 30, over 500 friends, family members 
and leaders within Chicago’s LGBT community 
gathered for Mayor Richard Daley’s 18th Gay 
Pride Month Reception. Because it was the 40th 
anniversary of Stonewall, there was older music 
on the speakers, and many of the speakers made 
reference to the events. 
	 On the stage with Mayor Daley were con-
gressman Mike Quigley, Human Relations Chair 
Dana Starks, Chicago Public Schools Chief Ron 
Huberman, Cook County State’s Attorney Anita 
Alvarez, 44th Ward Alderman Tom Tunney and 
William Greaves, who spoke about the accom-
plishments and successes that the LGBT commu-
nity has achieved in the last year. Among these 
was the news that LGBT couples would be rep-
resented in the 2010 census, and that the state 
had changed their regulations to recognize the 
passports and other official documents of same-
sex couples. The marriage debate was brought 
up several times, but the speakers wanted to as-
sure everyone that President Obama was making 
progress, and progress was also being made in 
Illinois. 
	 An award was also given to the Illinois Safe 
Schools Alliance, which worked to promote both 
groups and social services dedicated to help LGBT 
youth in their communities and establish them 
as functioning adults. The award was accepted 
by several members of the alliance’s board, who 
were ecstatic to be recognized for their work. 
	 After the speakers, the members of the com-
munity reconnected with old friends and spoke 
of the future. Daley went through the room 
talking to people and congratulating them on 
a month well done. Photos by Steve Starr; more 
can be seen at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

Wisconsin to 
allow domestic 
partnerships
	 Wisconsin has become the first state with a 
constitutional amendment banning civil unions 
and gay marriage to include domestic partner-
ships for same-sex couples, according to the Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel. Couples can apply for 
a declaration of domestic partnership starting 
Aug. 3.
	 Gay-rights advocates also contend that Wis-
consin is the first Midwestern state to have its 
legislature establish legal protections for same-
sex couples.
	 However, supporters of a marriage ban may file 
an appeal soon, arguing that this latest devel-
opment creates a legal status that is on par with 
marriage.

Health summit
Aug. 14-18
	 Organizers of the 2009 National LGBTI Health 
Summit announced that, in collaboration with 
the Bisexual Health Summit, close to 100 work-
shops, plenaries and town halls will be offered 
at this year’s event. An array of topics will be 
covered, including the aging of the Stonewall 
generation, new HIV-prevention technologies, 
intimate partner violence, transgender health-
care, biphobia and body image.
	 The summit begins Friday, Aug. 14, with a day 
devoted specifically to the bisexual community. 
Saturday, Aug. 15, kicks off the full LGBTI Health 
Summit, which continues through Tues., Aug. 
18. The conference site is the Chicago Hilton 
and Towers, 720 S. Michigan.
	 Registration for all five days is $200, and 
includes continental breakfast and lunch 
every day, plus special amenities like free-
chair massages and fun social activities. See 
www.2009lgbtihealth.org.

ALCC’s Fisher
gets legal award
	 Chicago attorney and AIDS Legal Council of 
Chicago (ALCC) Executive Director Ann Hilton 

Fisher—who has devoted the past 15 years of 
her legal career to fighting for the rights of 
people with HIV and AIDS—received the 2009 
Community Leadership Award from the Illinois 
State Bar Association June 26, during the or-
ganization’s 133rd Annual Meeting in Fontana, 
Wis.
	 Under Fisher’s leadership, the ALCC has been 
able to double its annual budget, increase its le-
gal staff from four to nine, and expand services 
to almost 1,500 clients each year.  In addition 
to her administrative responsibilities, she han-
dles a full caseload and chairs a service provider 
advocacy committee of the AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago.  She is past board president of Illinois 
Citizens for Better Care.

Gay Chicagoan
gets peace award
	 Gary L. Cozette —an out Chicagoan who is 
program director of the Chicago Leadership Net-
work on Latin America (CRLN)—received the 
“Peace Activist of the Year” award at a June 19 
event co-sponsored by Rockford Peace & Justice 
Action Committee & RUM.
	 The event took place at First Presbyterian 
Church, 406 N. Main, Rockford.
	 Cozette was honored with the Peace Fellow-

ship 2008 “Peace Seeker Award” at the bian-
nual General Assembly of Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  He served as peace worker in El Salvador 
(1984-1987) doing human-rights reporting from 
San Salvador.
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Mayor Richard Daley and LGBT liaison Bill 
Greaves. Photo by Steve Starr
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Man known for
drag persona jailed
BY ANDREW DAVIS	

Thomas Flanagan—known to many Chicagoans 
via his drag persona, Lady Vera Parker—was re-
cently taken in by the Chicago Police Depart-
ment.
	 Flanagan, 24, was arrested June 30 on charges 
of deception, according to the news affairs divi-
sion of the police department.
	 Flanagan came from Provincetown, Mass., ac-
cording to ChicagoPride.com. As Parker, Flana-
gan appeared in local venues and shows. Flana-
gan recently appeared on Spin nightclub’s Pride 
float on June 28.
	 Several Web sites have featured multiple posts 
about Flanagan. Several individuals on 800Notes.
com claimed to be taken in by Flanagan in scams 
related to real estate.
	 Flanagan was scheduled to appear at Branch 
42 Courthouse, 2452 W. Belmont, on July 7. 
Windy City Times will report more details as they 
become available.

Howard Brown
statue returned
	 A statue that was stolen off the grounds of 
Howard Brown Health Center, 4025 N. Sheridan, 
the item has been returned, according to the 
agency’s Facebook page.
	 The statue, in memory of lesbian health ad-
vocate Mary York, was discovered missing from 
the center’s Memorial Peace Garden June 22. 
Employees of the health center were particularly 
distressed because the statue was affixed with 
cement containing some of York’s ashes.
	 York’s partner, LaGenia Bailey, donated the 

statue to complement the peace garden, which 
was planted and dedicated to both York and fel-
low lesbian health advocate Lisa Tonna in June 
2008.
	 According to Howard Brown’s Facebook page, 
dated July 6, “After [a] dismayed response from 
the local community and media, word about 
the theft spread, and perhaps those who took 
the near 100-pound statue and base gave more 
thought to their actions. 
	 “Chicago Police officers were called when the 
statue was spotted on the sidewalk, in front of 
the memorial plaque that dedicates the garden 
to Lisa Tonna and Mary York, two women whose 
work and lives powerfully touched the LGBT 
community in many ways.
	 “Whatever the circumstances of the statue’s 
theft, we are grateful that it was returned in-
tact. We like to think that Mary and Lisa had 
something to do with its return.”

Hall of Fame
deadline extended
	 The 2009 deadline to nominate individuals 
and organizations for induction into the Chicago 
Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame has been extended 
to Tuesday, Aug. 4.
	 Nomination forms can be downloaded or print-
ed from the Hall of Fame’s Web site, www.GLHal-
lofFame.org, or requested by calling 312-744-
7911 and leaving a mailing address. Completed 
nominations should be sent to: The Chicago Gay 
and Lesbian Hall of Fame, Chicago Commission 
on Human Relations’ Advisory Council on LGBT 
Issues, 740 N. Sedgwick, Suite 300, Chicago, 
Ill., 60654-8488.
	 The 2009 Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony and reception is cur-
rently scheduled to be held on Thursday, Nov. 
12, at the Chicago Cultural Center, 77 E. Ran-
dolph.

Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival
in Aug.
	 The 34th annual Michigan Womyn’s Music Fes-
tival is scheduled to take place Aug. 4-9.
	 Among the highlights are entertainment, 
workshops and networking opportunities (pro-
vided within the Community Center complex). 
Slated to entertain are Melissa Ferrick, Emma’s 
Revolution, Poppy Champlin, Leslie and the Ly’s, 
C.C. Carter and God-des and She.
	 See www.michfest.com or www.myspace.com/
michfest.

Local events:
	 You better think: Center on Halsted offers 
“Queer Spirit Chicago Drop-In Guided Medita-
tion,” a weekly guided meditation, at 11-11:45 
a.m. on Mondays, and 6-7:15 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
The fee is $5-$10. RSVP’s are strongly encour-
aged; contact Cathy Jones at cjones@centeron-
halsted.org or 773-472-6469, ext. 265.
	 Casting call, part one: MTV is looking for 
people 18-23 to be in a show about individu-
als battling drug and alcohol addictions. E-mail 
MTVcasting@gigantic.tv with a story and some 
information about you or a loved one’s situa-
tion.
	 A pug’s life: A queer-focused, straight-
friendly open-mic reading, “Prose, Poetry and 
Pints at the Pug” will take place Thursday, July 
9, at Wild Pug, 4810 N. Broadway. Sign-up be-

gins at 7:30 p.m.; readings start at 8 p.m. Have 
two, typed (double-spaced) pages. E-mail drew-
ferguson@mac.com or call 773-504-2010.
	 “Night” moves: “Queering the Night” will 
take place at Center for New Possibilities, 1505 
W. Morse, on Friday, July 10, 7-9 p.m., with 
guests Scott Free and Je Nepomuceno. The sug-
gested donation is $5. See www.InsightArtsLib-
eration.org.
	 Boat trip: The Association of Latino Men for 
Action (ALMA) will host “Dancing on the Deck 
II” Saturday, July 11, 8:30 p.m.-1 a.m. Tickets 
are $125 each; See www.almachicago.org.
	 Sara smile: Citizens for Sara Feigenholtz will 
hold a fundraiser Monday, July 13, at Wishbone 
Restaurant, 3300 N. Lincoln, 5:30-8 p.m. E-mail 
RSVP@SaraFeigenholtz.com.
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Mug shot of Thomas Flanagan. Photo courtesy 
of the Chicago Police Department

the gay and lesbian community.
	 Steve: I don’t think it’s just in his gut, I 
think it’s in his heart. You know, none of us can 
know somebody exactly, but I do believe this 
guy fundamentally in his heart believes that 
we should not stop fighting—whether it’s for 
gay civil rights or any other kind of equality—
until the job is done. ... I do believe that in 
his heart he will fight his tail off until we’ve 
achieved full equality in the gay community.
	 Rex: There’s been all this pressure on 
Obama but nobody’s really yelling at Con-
gress. Why aren’t we yelling at Congress 
too?
	 Steve: Everybody should use their voices 
very loudly until we’ve achieved full equality. 
I do think that we’ve seen disappointment 
from politicians—Democrat and Republican—
for too many decades now of people who say, 
“Yes, we support equality,” but then they go to 
Washington and they don’t do anything about 
it. They’re too wrapped up in figuring out how 
to win their next election and they’re not con-
cerned enough about doing what’s right for the 
American people. And I think, I firmly believe 
that politicians should stop being so spineless 
and start being real leaders, and actually doing 
things that have a dramatic impact in a posi-
tive way on people’s lives.
	 Rex: Make it specific. What would you like 
to see Pelosi and Reid do next week for gay 
people?
	 Steve: Next week they should pass employ-
ment nondiscrimination, they should pass the 
Safe Schools (Improvement) Act (of 2009) to 
address the bullying issue, and they should 
pass hate crimes, and put those three pieces 
of legislation on the president’s desk, where he 
would sign them immediately.
	 Rex: Why haven’t they done it?
	 Steve: I firmly believe they haven’t done it 
because too many members of the House and 
Senate don’t have the political courage and the 
political will to take those votes. They believe 
those votes are too hard and will hurt them in 
their re-elections, and they’re more concerned 
about their re-elections than they are about 
actually helping people.
	 Rex: When you look at, say, the Massachu-
setts example: Not a single legislator who 
voted for the gay issue of all gay issues—
same-sex marriage—lost a seat in Mas-
sachusetts as a result of that vote. Do you 

think this fear that voting in favor of gays 
is going to lose you your next election is 
kind of overblown in the eyes of members of 
Congress and, if so, why?
	 Steve: I don’t believe it’s just gay issues that 
politicians are afraid of. You’re seeing politi-
cians who are afraid to do the right thing when 
it comes to climate-change legislation, you’re 
already hearing various members of the House 
and the Senate go south on health care reform 
because they think it might be a vote that’s 
going to be tough for their re-election. These 
folks, when they’re running for office, say they 
want to do important things and have a real 
impact, but then they go to Washington and 
all they do is focus on their re-election.
	 Rex: A lot of these gay ... things, if they 
were put on his desk tomorrow, he would 
sign them. So, this is really Congress.
	 Steve: Well, I certainly don’t want to let 
President Obama off the hook. He needs to use 
his bully pulpit, he needs to use pressure on 
Congress, he needs to help move public opin-
ion, but Congress needs to step up to the plate 
and do their part too.
	 Rex: What do you do to make Congress 
act? ... How do I get my congresswoman’s 
attention?
	 Steve: You should call her office, you should 
show up at events, whether it’s a town hall or 
another event that she might be at, and try to 
address her in person, you should write her a 
letter, you should write a letter to the editor, 
which calls upon her to take action that you’re 
requesting, you should not make a contribution 
to her campaign, and encourage others not to 
contribute, if she is not showing leadership on 
our issues. There’s a whole bunch of ways.
	 Rex: Thanks, Steve.
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“One day we’re gonna put screw and 
screw together and realize that the 
problem is our unrealistic and unnatural fixa-
tion on monogamy and not that ‘some men 
just can’t keep it in their pants.’ Human beings 
aren’t wired to be sexually monogamous—male 
or female—and the feigned shock with which 
we’re required to greet each new revelation of 
infidelity on the part of an elected official, a 
reality-show star, or a sports figure would be 
comical if the costs weren’t so great. Elevating 
monogamy over all else—insisting that it, and 
it alone, is true love’s only marker—destroys 
marriages and families and careers. Which is 
not to say that anything goes and that people 
shouldn’t be expected to honor their commit-
ments and that there aren’t folks out there 
who’re capable of remaining monogamous over 
the three, four, five, or six decade course of a 
marriage. But think of all the people who’ve 
cheated and gotten caught. Now think about all 
the people who’ve cheated 
and gotten away with it. 
Our ideals about the place 
of sex within marriage are 
at war with who and what 
we are. They’re at war with 
reality. Sex is powerful, 
relationships are fragile. 
Why on earth do we insist 
on pitting them against 
each other?” — Gay writer 
Dan Savage on his blog, 
June 24.

“Sorry to admit it, 
but just had to delete several hundred FB 
(Facebook) emails. I think they call it ‘email 
bankruptcy.’ Or ‘giving up.’ If you sent me 
something important and I didn’t get back to 
you, let’s start over.” — Popular gay blogger 
Joe.My.God. (Joe Jervis) on his Facebook page, 
June 23.

“When Proposition 8 passed, I felt the 
gay community thought because it was Cali-
fornia, a liberal state, they didn’t need to pay 
attention and so they didn’t do enough work to 
fight for it. I think like all minorities who have 
had to struggle to get their rights politically 
we should have been more organized. I think 
it forced everybody to come to their senses 
about that. Over the next couple of years I 
think gay marriage will just be accepted; we’ve 
got too many other things to think about. I 
think that some people who are really freaked 
out about it will just throw in the towel like 
they did when they were racist.” — Comedian 
and actress Sandra Bernhard to London’s Pink 
Paper, May 28.

“Marriage doesn’t interest me in that 
classical way. We (my partner and I) don’t 
need it in a way that some people need it. I’m 
not being a snob; I think everybody that wants 
it should have access to it.” — Comedian and 
actress Sandra Bernhard to London’s Pink Paper, 
May 28.

“I was not in favor of his (Obama’s) 
coming out for same-sex marriage when he 
first got elected. But I would hope he would 
be by the time he runs for re-election.” — Gay 
U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., to GQ, June 
12.

“It was like a moment of truth. (A re-
porter) asked me the question (of whether I 
was looking to date a man or a woman) and I 
thought, Hmm, do I say the truth, or do I just 
say, ‘It’s none of your business,’ which is my 

standard answer? I said: ‘You know, I’m just 
going to say the truth. Definitely a woman.’” 
— Top Gun actress Kelly McGillis to People mag-
azine, May 28.

“Sometimes people ask me, ‘How does 
being gay affect the way that you see 
the world?’ And I’m, like, ‘I don’t know, I’ve 
been gay since I was 17!’ I’ve never not been 
gay and seen the world. So I’ve never been a 
broadcaster who didn’t have an AIDS activist 
background. So I don’t know how it changed 
me. I mean, it’s definitely changed some of 
my political orientation. I learned from the 
AIDS movement that people should speak for 
themselves. And I think that maybe manifests 
on my show ... in that I do long introductions 
before I let guests talk usually, but then the 
payoff is that they get to talk without being 
interrupted.” — MSNBC anchor Rachel Maddow 
to Poz magazine, June issue.

“Dykes on bikes, Tarzana Trannies, 
Jewish Leather Daddies and Kathy Grif-
fin’s mom. Don’t get me wrong. I love these 
people. Let’s call them the ‘Usual Suspects.’ 
They fought for my rights and taught me how 
to dance. But they should no longer be repre-
senting ‘the pride.’ It’s a different time. ... I 
cringe when a local newsperson shoves a mi-
crophone in the face of some young 95-pound 
twink (who) looks into the camera and screams 
into the reporter’s microphone: ‘Get down here 
now. The drinks are big. But you know what’s 
bigger...’ He laughs in a high-pitched cackle 
and his ‘girlfriends’ join in. I wish they’d read 
more and drink less. I’m depressed. Why is this 
the voice speaking for me? I know there were 
many types of interesting, smart people on 
the parade route showing their support. But 
guess what, guys and gals? None of you have 
a loud enough, strong enough or powerful 
enough voice to be heard over the thumping 
techno backbeat of the big gay parade. This 
is a huge problem.” — Will & Grace co-creator 
Max Mutchnick writing at the Huffington Post, 
June 18.

“For years, I experienced a peculiar 
kind of fame or infamy—depending on 
one’s perspective—for taking on the public 
face of sex without condoms. ... In the 1990s, 
I was called a murderer for talking about un-
protected sex; now, public health workers call 
(barebacking between partners of the same 
HIV status) ‘serosorting’ and deem it a harm-
reduction strategy. Imagine that.” — Longtime 
Los Angeles and San Diego AIDS activist Tony 
Valenzuela to POZ magazine, July issue.

“I tried to come out as a gay man, I 
tried to come out as a lesbian. I was even a 
trannie for a while. But no group wants me. My 
parade is one person!” — Joan Rivers to The 
Village Voice, June 2.

Over the next
couple of years

I think gay
marriage will

just be
accepted.

—Sandra Bernhard
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QQUOTELINES
BY REX WOCKNER

WORLD
ROUNDUP
by Rex Wockner

Liza does Paris Pride
	 Singer and gay icon Liza Minnelli danced on a 
float in Paris’ gay pride parade June 27.
	 Minnelli is the daughter of gay icon Judy Gar-
land, whose death five days before the Stonewall 
Riots 40 years ago is thought to have contribut-
ed to the foul mood of the gays who decided to 
fight back against the police raid of the Stone-
wall Inn.
	 “Freedom,” Minnelli shouted from the float. 
About 700,000 people took part in the festivi-
ties.
	 “We knew that she (Minnelli) had a concert 
this evening in Paris but when her agent told us 
that she could come, we thought it was a joke,” 
Pride spokesman Philippe Castel told Agence 
France-Presse.
	 Berlin also held Pride on June 27. About 
550,000 people turned out, reports said.

Jerusalem gay pride
actually goes well
	 About 2,000 people marched in Jerusalem’s 
gay pride parade June 25 without incident, but 
for one tossed egg.
	 Previous years’ marches have been met with 
violent protests, stabbings and the arrest of a 
man carrying a bomb.
	 Police protection was reduced this year, to a 
mere 1,600 officers.

Gays attacked at
Slovenian Pride event
	 A cafe in Ljubljana, Slovenia, that was holding 
a Pride week cultural event was damaged June 
25 by rock-throwing, hate-spewing anti-gays.
	 Eight men carrying stones and torches at-
tacked Cafe Open and shouted that gay people 
should be killed.
	 They also set upon gay activist Mitja Blazic 
outside the cafe, injuring his head and burning 
him. Activists said Blazic was “severely beaten 
up” and required hospital attention.

Lithuanian prez
vetoes ‘no
promo homo’ bill
	 Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus on June 
26 vetoed a bill that banned from schools and 
public places information that agitates for ho-
mosexual, bisexual or polygamous relations.
	 The vote for the bill in the Seimas (parlia-
ment) had been 67-3 with 67 MPs not voting. 
Seventy-one votes would be needed to override 
Adamkus’ veto.
	 The proposed “Law on the Protection of Mi-
nors Against the Detrimental Effect of Public 
Information” has been denounced by Amnesty 
International, the International Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association, foreign 
governments and various arms of the pan-Euro-
pean bureaucracies.
	 Should it become law, the measure likely 
would end up before the European Court of Hu-
man Rights, where it probably would be found 
to violate the European Convention on Human 
Rights.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

Windy City Media Group invites you to

Enter for your chance to win tickets to see 

Maya Angelou

TWO PAIRS OF TICKETS --- TWO WAYS TO WIN!

ENTER TO WIN:
Join our email list.

Send an email to:
Click2Win@windycitymediagroup.com

Contest courtesy of Windy City Media Group.  windycitymediagroup.com
For details on the Chicago Foundation for Women event, see cfw.org

ENTER TO WIN:
Join our Facebook fan page for 

Windy City Media Group.

Go to:
www.facebook.com/pages/Windy-City-
Media-Group/40409828544

Deadline: July 15, 2009. Winners drawn from those who have joined the email list or Facebook page by July 15, 2009.
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A ward to the wise
 
The following is a letter to Chicago Mayor Richard 
M. Daley about 26th Ward Alderman Billy Ocasio’s 
possible replacement, the Rev. Wilfredo De Jesús 
of New Life Covenant Church.

Dear Mayor Daley:

As one of the first and oldest openly gay Latino 
organizations in the city as well as a Hall of 
Fame Inductee, the Association of Latino Men 
for Action (ALMA) is writing to you to express 
our concerns about a recent situation that has 
come to our attention from many of our mem-
bers who live in the Humboldt Park/26th Ward 
regarding Alderman Billy Ocasio recommenda-
tion for his successor. Ocasio has always been 
a good ally to ALMA and the Latino LGBTQ com-
munity. However in the case of his recommen-
dation of the Rev. Wilfredo De Jesús, the board 
of ALMA and many other Latino LGBTQ leaders 
have some serious concerns with the minister’s 
possible appointment, especially given what we 
have heard to be his public views on LGBTQ is-
sues. ALMA, as a non-profit, is not in a position 
to endorse any candidate regardless of whoever 
makes a recommendation, but as an organiza-
tion with a mission to promote and protect the 
rights of Latino LGBTQ individuals, we believe 
that all individuals seeking public office need to 
ensure that they will do the same—regardless of 
their own beliefs.
	 We would welcome any opportunity to meet 
and hear directly from any candidates being 
considered or who are considering being the 
next alderman of the 26th Ward. We have many 
members and allies in the ward, and we would 
like to hear from all the candidates about their 
views on LGBTQ issues. We feel that before you, 

as mayor, make an appointment you should be 
made aware of how the Latino LGBTQ and the gay 
community at large feel or think about potential 
candidates’ views on our issues. As mayor, you 
have been a tremendous supporter of both the 
Latino and gay communities so we trust that 
you will understand and take our concerns into 
account when making your decision. We want to 
make sure the Latino LGBTQ community of the 
26th Ward and all the residents of Chicago will 
have their basic civil rights protected, and that 
the person who represents the ward in the city 
council represents all of his or her constituents.
	 If you would like to discuss this further, you 
can have someone from your staff contact us at 
info@almachicago.org or 773-661-0926. Again, 
thank you, mayor, for your consideration and 
support in this matter.
 
Sincerely, 
ALMA Board, 
ALMA members 
Supporters and residents of the Latino LGBTQ 
community of the 26th Ward

Shirts hurt

A letter to Chi-city Tees:

I am the owner of a Chicago-based special-
events firm just west of the Loop, and one of my 
employees and several clients have sent me your 
Web site over the past two days. As the owner 
of my own company, I am truly shocked at your 
company’s blatant discrimination against the 
Chicago LGBT community, both on the north and 
south sides of the city. I know it’s supposed to 
all be in fun, (albeit tasteless), but I hope you 
would seriously consider removing this T-shirt 
from your Web site. Why target any one group? 

The North Side Cubs fan base is also populated 
with Jews, Muslims, African Americans, etc., and 
I don’t see shirts discriminating against any of 
them. Why do you think this is any more ap-
propriate? And your company’s product descrip-
tion when you click on this item is even more 
disturbing. 
	 I am asking you to please reconsider the mar-
keting and sale of this T-shirt. I am embarrassed 
for your company and for putting all Sox fans in 
the category of homophobes and close-minded 
South Side drunks. It’s 2009, right? I truly hope 
this T-shirt has been a bust for your company. It 
really should be. 

Respectfully, 
Ted Grady

Drop the 
Washington 
crack pipe
I understand the magnetic allure of Washington, 
D.C. I worked there for several years and it could, 
at times, be mesmerizing. I’ve attended press 
conferences on the steps of Capitol Hill with Ted 
Kennedy and marveled that I was standing next 
to the real icon, not a replica from Madame Tus-
sauds wax museum. I have stood only a stone’s 
throw from President Clinton, as he greeted 
foreign dignitaries on the White House lawn. (I 
might have actually thrown the stones at Bush)
	 It makes one feel, well, important.
	 From a media perspective, there is also noth-
ing like being swept into the tidal wave of 
presidential politics. Last year, I made national 
news by slamming candidate Barack Obama for 
sponsoring a South Carolina gospel tour featur-
ing “ex-gay” singer Donnie McClurkin. My second 
foray into the spotlight involved Sarah Palin’s 
church promotion of an “ex-gay” conference in 
Anchorage.
	 Getting thrust into the national storyline 
means hundreds of news stories that feature 
your name and the bright lights of television. Of 
course, such massive media hits are important 
and serve a larger purpose. But, the downside 
is our movement can become intoxicated with 
Washington at the expense of broader issues.
	 Let me be clear, it is crucial that the gay, les-

bian, bisexual and transgender movement have 
a strong voice in Washington. It is vital that 
we support our national lobby groups. Solutions 
at the federal level are often preferable because 
they apply to conservative states where it may 
take decades to achieve equality.
	 Still, this past week underscored how the gay 
movement’s engagement with Washington has 
become an unhealthy obsession. I have seen 
hundreds of articles and e-mails with people 
opining on Obama, the Democrats and the gay 
movement. (I’m as guilty as anyone else. Indeed, 
my column last week was about the administra-
tion’s timidity on gay issues.)
	 It seems every person wants to be the star of 
Meet the Press, every activist is now Chris Mat-
thews and we are all experts at political chess, 
prattling endlessly in the cyber salon about the 
machinations of the administration. Everyone 
with a computer is now a master strategist and 
can regurgitate the records of previously obscure 
members of Congress.
	 Political discourse has become an aphrodisiac 
that has seduced our community away from 
equally important issues. Perhaps it is time we 
go into rehab and free ourselves from the Wash-
ington crack pipe. It is a cheap high that rarely 
lasts and often leaves us broke and unsatisfied.
	 We all wanted King Obama to sweep into of-
fice, wave his magic wand and make discrimina-
tion disappear. I really wish he would, but it is 
clear that he won’t—or at least not as quick as 
we desire. So, why don’t we pry ourselves away 
from D.C. for a moment and try using our re-
sources in alternative ways?
	 Anyone remember AIDS?
	 Ever hear of the multimillion-dollar ex-gay 
industry that pumps out reams of propaganda 
to portray gay people as sick and “sexually bro-
ken?” Few people seem to notice, even though 
these groups spread harmful myths and poison-
ous stereotypes that impact our daily lives.

	 What about increasing funds to help LGBT 
youths who are thrown out of their homes? Or, 
scholarships, so these teens can succeed in life 
and maybe one day run for Congress?
	 How about focusing on the abuses against 
LGBT people overseas?
	 The aforementioned issues will not get you on 
a congressman’s speed dial. It is unlikely that 
you will win a sparkling trophy or have a marble 
bust made of your head. The cable shows may 
not be dialing you at a frenzied pace. But, you 
might have a disproportionately positive impact 
and even save a few lives.
	 The other problem with our political addiction 
is that it breeds bad messaging. We are coming 
across as a powerful lobby that is demanding 
action as payback for money and votes. While 
there is a place for such muscle flexing, it masks 
our true agenda.
	 The immediacy of our cause has to do with the 
trauma we all faced as children. Now that we 
are strong, we don’t want one more LGBT teen 
to commit suicide while Congress dithers. It is 
unconscionable for another youth who dreams 
of serving his or her country to be turned away 
while Obama plots his reelection. It is an in-
sult—right down to the core of our soul—when 
our government tells us that we can’t marry the 
person we love.
	 Our movement is not about Obama’s career, 
nor the happenings in Congress. What we seek 
is to reclaim our basic dignity and end need-
less suffering—both goals that one is unlikely 
to achieve solely in the glamorous quicksand of 
Washington.
	 While our fate in D.C. hangs in the balance, 
how about returning some balance to the LGBT 
movement by ending our fatalistic fixation on all 
things political?
	 Copyright 2009 WayneBesen.com; see www.
WayneBesen.com.
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“Windy City Media Group generated 

enormous interest among their readers 
in this year’s LGBT Consumer Index 
Survey. Out of approximately 100 

print and online media partners who 
participated in the survey, Windy 

City was the best performing regional 
media in the U.S. Only survey partners 

with a nationwide footprint were 
able to generate a greater number of 

responses.” —David Marshall, Research 
Director, Community Marketing, Inc.
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Send letters to 
Editor@WindyCityMediaGroup.

com.
	 Letters may be 

edited for
length or clarity.
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BESEN

10 July 8, 2009 



11July 8, 2009 

Dancin’ Feats
by Zachary Whittenburg 

Summer’s for festivals, and this month brings 
two huge, weeklong events to Chicago’s dance 
fans. Opening Wed., July 22, is a slew of perfor-
mances programmed as part of the 2009 Jazz 
Dance World Congress (JDWC). Produced here 
by Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago and the De-
partment of Cultural Affairs, the JDWC is to jazz 
dance what Cannes is to film buffs and just as 
international. Held in locations over its 29-year 
history as diverse as Japan, Germany, Mexico 
and Costa Rica, it’s nevertheless foremost a Chi-
cago tradition—this will be the seventh time it 
invites companies the world over to the Windy 
City.  
	 The “Congress” part is designed to expose at-
tendees as much as possible to the expertise of 
its guest faculty and panelists. Classes are held 
daily; teachers, dancers and administrators in 
the field host discussions; and, new this year, 
auditions for well-regarded collegiate dance 
programs (at the University of Arizona, Univer-
sity at Buffalo, Hofstra University, and Point 
Park University and others) as well as performer 
positions at Royal Caribbean International will 
give attending dancers multiple opportunities to 
seek out the next phase of their careers. 
	 Each evening, though, is a celebration of the 
form open to the public: Each night, seven com-
panies will present dances and—while the full 
rundown is too expansive to get into here—
some highlights are a pair of world premieres 
by Japan’s Masashi Action Machine on the July 
23-24 programs: Mexico’s Cuerpo Etéreo Danza 
Contemporánea Friday, and the début of Sherry 
Zunker’s Mature Dance Project (a who’s who of 
brilliant Chicago artists in their thirty-teens); 
moreover Philadelphia’s Philadanco! will pre-
miere July 25. A choreography competition and 
the premiere of the documentary Gus, an Ameri-
can Icon July 22 round out the festival’s incred-
ible smorgasbord. 
	

	 Tap dance and the percussive arts are cel-
ebrated and honored each year at Rhythm 
World which, like the JDWC, is composed of 
opportunities to learn and appreciate. July 27 
marks the kickoff of residencies, workshops and 
master classes by an impressive roster of tap 
virtuosos like Sam Weber, Derick Grant, Jakari 
Sherman, Chloe Arnold, Jason Samuels Smith, 
Dormeshia Sumbry-Edwards and Chicago Human 
Rhythm Project Director (and Rhythm World or-
ganizer) Lane Alexander. Classes are tiered for 
offerings for everyone from nine-year-old nov-
ices to working professionals. On Sunday, Aug. 
2, at 6:30 p.m., a free concert will take place 
at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park 
featuring BAM!, Jump Rhythm Jazz Project, Jus’ 
LisTeN, the South Shore Drill Team, Chicago Tap 
Theatre and Be the Groove. The following eve-
ning, there’s a free tap improvisation jam at the 
Cultural Center, Roosevelt University’s Ganz Hall 
hosts a tap-slam competition and Cutting Con-

test improvisation tournament Tuesday, Aug. 4, 
and—on Thursday, Aug. 6, and Saturday, Aug. 
8—the Museum of Contemporary Art’s theater 
will be home to two performances, including 
many of the aforementioned master teachers, 
guest artists and tap ensembles.  
	 —Jazz Dance World Festival is held at the 
Harris Theater for Music and Dance, 205 E. Ran-
dolph, July 22-25. For program and ticketing 
information, visit www.jazzdanceworldcongress.
org and www.harristheaterchicago.org. 
	 —Rhythm World is held at multiple locations 
in downtown Chicago from July 27-Aug. 9. Visit 
www.chicagotap.org.  

Also this month: 
	 —The final program of this spring’s Epiphany 
Dance Experiment is a focus on movement as 
performance art and features four intriguing 
practitioners of that approach: JulieAnn Gra-
ham, RTG Dance, Britt Posmer and Marissa Perel. 

It’s at the Epiphany Episcopal Church, 201 S. 
Ashland, July 12 at 6 p.m.; the cost is $12 at 
the door. 
	 —The Space/Movement Project, recently one 
of three finalists at The A.W.A.R.D. Show! 2009, 
will premiere its latest work, Safety in Numbers, 
over two weekends at Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 
3035 N. Hoyne. Tracking ideas about community 
through local genealogies of six choreographers 
(also dancers) and three additional performers, 
this collective of young dancemakers is one to 
watch. Performances are July 16-17 and 23-24 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 at brownpapertick-
ets.com; more information is at thespacemove-
mentproject.org. 
	 —Thodos Dance Chicago presents new works 
each year by members of its company and a 
guest choreographer. Having seen all of it in 
progress—I’m serving on the program’s advisory 
panel—I can vouch for the accomplishment and 
incredible variety of its pieces. Performance are 
at the Ruth Page Center for the Arts, 1016 N. 
Dearborn, July 17 18 at 8 p.m. and July 19 at 
5 p.m. Tickets are $25 each, with discounts for 
students, seniors and children; see www.thodos-
dancechicago.org. 
	 —Atalee Judy’s Breakbone DanceCo. is a re-
cipient of this year’s prestigious Chicago Dance-
makers Forum Lab Artist Grant. Although much 
of her body of work has focused on sociopolitical 
and feminist issues, Judy is investigating much 
different territory with her upcoming premiere, 
Excavation of Remains. Born of a new collab-
orative approach, seven artists have originated 
an anthology of dances that reflect thoughts 
on death and near-death and, in some cases, 
process past true-life experiences with the end. 
Also at the Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, Excavation 
of Remains runs July 29-31 and Au. 5-7, at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $10-$15; see www.brownpap-
ertickets.com or call 773-841-BONE. Also, visit 
www.breakbone.com.  
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Enduring love is a theme of Boleros for the Disenchanted (above). See page 12.
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THEATER REVIEW

Up
Playwright: Bridget Carpenter
At: Steppenwolf Theatre
Company, 1650 N. Halsted
Phone: 312-335-1650; $20-$70
Runs through: Aug. 23
 

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

Up, at Steppenwolf Theatre Company, is a bit 
of a bait-and-switch. And that’s not because 
Bridget Carpenter’s play shares the same title as 
a certain hit Disney/Pixar animated feature out 
in cineplexes this summer and Russ Meyers’ 1976 
exclamation point-ended sexploitation flick.
	 Up smartly upends an audience’s familiarity 
and expectations of standard Hollywood story-
telling and outcomes. And that’s what makes 
Up’s conflict between visionary dreams and day-
to-day realities so very rich and compelling.
	 For Up, Carpenter took her inspiration from 

the life of Larry Walters, a.k.a. “The Lawn Chair 
Man.” In 1982, Walters constructed his own fly-
ing apparatus involving 45 weather balloons and 
a lawn chair, eventually soaring to an altitude of 
16,000 feet over California. 
	 Walters’ airborne stunt generated worldwide 
headlines. Yet Walters was all but forgotten 
when he committed suicide 11 years later. 
	 Up is doubly about Walter Griffin (a solid Ian 
Barford), a man famed for a do-it-yourself flight, 
and his impressionable sophomore-aged son, 
Mikey (Jake Cohen doing teenage angst very 
well). And while Carpenter leaves Walter and 
Mikey’s ultimate fates up in the air, we do get 
to experience the difficulties of a dreamer facing 
up to real-life banalities and economics after an 
inspired moment of fame and glory (and of a 
young man at the cusp of love and happiness).
	 Walter is frustrated by his inability to make 
money off of his inventions, as is his wife, Helen 
(an endearing Lauren Katz), whose postal car-
rier job is the family’s main source of income. 
Meanwhile, Mikey falls under the spell of an ex-
istential pregnant transfer student named Maria 
(a squeaky-voiced Rachel Brosnahan) and her 
shady Aunt Chris (a very apt Martha Lavey).
	 Up ultimately becomes a two-pronged tale of 
ambition and grasped-at fulfillment. Mikey be-
comes wildly successful doing a questionable 
sales job for Aunt Chris, and Walter finds a way 
to appease his wife’s job demands. All the while, 
Walter is inspired (or goaded) by the apparition 
of world-famous French wire walker Philippe Pe-
tit (real-life wire walker Tony Hernandez, who 
also captures the whimsy of the artist who il-
legally traversed the tops of the former World 
Trade Center towers in 1974).
	 Director Anna Shapiro punches up the drama 
with great performances from her actors and 
collaborating with her design team on a stun-
ning physical production that emphasizes both 
earthbound confinement and lofty expanses of 
the imagination. Daniel Ostling’s set in particu-
lar is a great visual metaphor of cramped subur-
ban rooms supporting a stage-width platform for 

Petit to balance on in the bright blue sky.
	 Carpenter’s Up defies easy Hollywood conven-
tions, which makes it all the more complex and 
fulfilling. It’s a not always a happy ride, but one 
that is eminently worthy of taking.
 

THEATER REVIEW

Pill Hill
Playwright: Samuel L. Kelley
At: ETA, 7558 S. South Chicago Avenue 
Phone: 773-752-3955; $30
Runs through: Aug. 9

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

What most distinguishes American society from 
that of other nations is its mobility. In our coun-
try, status is not fixed by birth or region, children 
are not required to adopt their parents’ trade, nor 
marry within their tribal caste. Each individual’s 
fortunes are vulnerable to fluctuation—both for 
the better and the worse—and Samuel L. Kel-
ley’s fable of six blue-collar African-American 
buddies reflects this phenomenon.
	 Our tracking device is that of the weekly par-
ties in Joe’s basement apartment, where his fel-
low steel-mill workers gather to drink beer, play 
cards and swap confidences. To be sure, some 
are seeking roads out of the industrial sector—
Ed has his sights set on law school, Al attends 
night school in pursuit of his real estate agent’s 
license and Tony sees his future in sales. But 
Scott is immersed in memories of the glory days 
before injuries put an end to his hopes of a ca-
reer in pro football, while Charlie, the oldest of 
the group and an immigrant from the agricultur-
al southern states, looks forward to retirement 
after 30 years of keeping a low profile (follow-
ing a visit home that teaches him the folly of a 
Black man attracting too much attention). As for 
the host, Joe has plans, too—but the security of 
steady job exerts a powerful attraction. 
	 Twenty years later, Ed has been hired by a 
prestigious law firm, where he faces harsh com-
promises. Al has achieved financial stability, but 
at the price of constant vigilance. Tony now has 
the money to purchase the trappings of respect-
ability—including a Spellman-graduate wife and 
a former doctor’s mansion in the sumptuous “Pill 
Hill” district—but still chafes under his humble 
origins. Charlie’s patience is rewarded, while 
Scott is driven to operating on the fringes of the 
law in order to maintain his glamorous lifestyle. 
But all agree that only ruin lies in standing 
still—a precept illustrated by procrastinating 
Joe’s downward spiral after the unions abandon 
him and the steel mills close altogether. 
	 ETA director Aaron Todd Douglas has assembled 
a cast adept at concealing Kelley’s symposial 
text under a veneer of masculine camaraderie as 
immediately engaging as it is convincing. (When 
Joe, on the eve of eviction, cries out to his for-
mer chums, “Take me with you,” his despair, and 
that of the friends who must leave him behind, 
is enough to break your heart.) Likewise com-
mendable is the technical team whose stage 
dressing reflects in pinpoint-accurate detail the 
progress of these pilgrims in their search for 
economic sanctuary.

THEATER REVIEW

Boleros for
the Disenchanted
Playwright: José Rivera
At: Goodman Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn
Phone: 312-443-3800; $25-$70
Runs through: July 26

BY MARY SHEN BARNIDGE

Unless they were public figures, their every step 
and utterance documented in triplicate, your 
parents’ courtship will forever be shrouded in 
mystery—like a folk myth handed down through 
the generations, each storyteller bending the 
facts ever so slightly to his own purposes. José 
Rivera’s account of his mother’s life journey has 

the otherworldly ambience of a fairy tale—but, 
like all good fairy tales, it has its dark as well as 
its sunny sides. 
	 The “America” song in West Side Story was not 
inaccurate in its inventory of Puerto Rico’s at-
tractions and drawbacks during the 1950s. The 
Caribbean island was, indeed, a land of balmy 
tropical climes and proud agricultural dynas-
ties—as well as hurricanes, sweltering heat and 
overcrowded cities. Small wonder that young 
country-bred Flora should reject marriage to a 
swain espousing the sexist views of his society, 
instead binding her future to the free-thinking 
Eusebio, with whom she travels to the United 
States to find a better life. 
	 As they stand poised together on their wed-
ding day, however, the Goodman Theatre stage 
revolves to show us these same lovers 40 years 
later, their lives once again riddled with con-
flicts, contradictions and uncertainty. Eusebio 
has lost both legs to diabetes. Flora is now his 
patient nurse. The doctor and the priest who 
look in on them from time to time both worry 
about the dynamic engendered by this isolat-
ed co-dependency. The betrothed couple from 
Flora’s church who visit them leave with som-
ber thoughts on the meaning of marriage. Our 
husband and wife remain content with the road 
they have chosen, however, their steadfast al-
legiance to one another never abating.
	 Everlasting love. The generations who champi-
oned a new society in the 1950s and ‘60s have 
come to appreciate what little constancy is to 
be found in an increasingly volatile universe. 
Rivera’s play achieves its continuity through 
the device of having the same actors who play 
Flora’s parents—the vigorous Sandra Marquez 
and René Rivera—also play the old Flora and 
Eusebio (much as Mary Beth Fisher played two 
generations of mothers in the recent Rock And 
Roll, also at the Goodman), their transforma-
tion aided by the production team’s expertise 
at period detail. Under the direction of Henry 
Godinez, the resulting romance speaks, literally, 
to audiences of all ages—its promise not that 
of a “happily ever after” (conspicuously lacking 
instructions on how to attain that elusive goal), 
but of a bonding loyalty that ultimately proves 
more precious than any giddy youthful fantasy.
 
 

12 July 8, 2009 

CRITICS’ PICS
	 Bombs Away!, Bailiwick Repertory at 
Mary’s Attic, through July 18. More than 
just a Forbidden Broadway knock-off, the 
satire in this irreverent revue of original 
Great White Way parodies can cut to the 
bone while never leaving a scar. MSB
	 The History Boys, TimeLine Theatre, 
through Sept. 27. Two teachers duel over 
eight bright British boys bound for Oxford 
or Cambridge in this dazzling examination 
of education with a strong gay subplot. 
Extended yet again, maybe you can score 
some rare tickets. Do try! JA
	 Poseidon: An Upside Down Musical, Hell 
in a Handbag Productions at Chopin The-
atre, through July 26. This hilarious camp 
comedy does capsize when shifting from 
movie spoof to the film’s obsessive fans. Yet 
those moments are rare in this silly musical 
revised revival that both edifyies and evis-
cerates the classic 1972 disaster flick The 
Poseidon Adventure. SCM
	 Sodomites!!! A Musical of Biblical Pro-
portions, Annoyance Theatre, through July 
31. It’s a charmingly sacrilegious show that 
sharply (and hilariously) questions why 
an arcane and bizarre biblical story holds 
so much sway in justifying discrimination 
against the LGTBQ community. SCM
	 —By Abarbanel, Barnidge 

and Morgan

Up. Photo by Michael Brosilow

www.southloopforrent.com
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THEATER REVIEW

Dead Wrong 
Playwright: Manny Tamayo
At: Factory Theater
at Prop Thtr, 3502 N. Elston
Phone: 866-811-4111; $29
Runs through: Aug. 1

BY SCOTT C. MORGAN

The first clue that the Factory Theater’s mod-
ern murder mystery Dead Wrong might be a bad 
play is Manny Tamayo’s billing of “Written and 
directed by.” 
	 That suspicion is amplified near the top when 
a limping teenage paperboy (Brian Hinkle) stars 
trumpeting murder-filled headlines by shout-
ing “Extra! Extra!” as if it was 1909 instead of 
2009. 
	 Well, the kid says his selling technique is old 
school, so we’ll forgive that anachronistic gaffe. 
But as we get introduced to more characters in-
stead of any coherent storyline, it soon becomes 
apparent of how much Dead Wrong is becoming 
dead weight.
	 It’s a good guess that with Dead Wrong, 
Tamayo was aiming to write a new film noir mys-

tery (with touches of bloody torture porn films). 
Tamayo aims to startle and alarm, but what he 
really needs is a good story editor to rein in 
all the tangential plot points and to help craft 
realistic motivations for the garish characters.
	 Tamayo does a capable job with the set-up as 
you follow shell-shocked Chicago police detec-
tive Mac (Eric Thomas Roach) trying to solve two 
concurrent mysteries. There’s a missing teenage 
girl named Becky (Corri Feuerstein) and the mur-
der of the wife of a creepy film director (Zach 
Bloomfield). 
	 You’re curious to find out how it might turn 
out by intermission. But setup continues well 
into the second act, so that the ending becomes 
an incoherent rush to the finish line to tie up all 
the loose ends (which Tamayo also fails to do).
	 Instead of explaining things, Tamayo throws 
out more keep-them-guessing tidbits by the rash 
of bizarre character motivations and activities 
involving snuff films, secret societies and organ 
harvesting. Don’t be surprised if you start laugh-
ing, because the revelations defy reason.
	 Because everything Tamayo presented was so 
hard-boiled up to the climax, Dead Wrong fails 
as a deliberate spoof of the film noir genre. And 
because of the ending’s wackiness, it fails as a 
credible neo-noir tribute.
	 At the very least, the actors throw themselves 
into their roles. Anderson Lawfer has fun as a 

paroled pedophile murderer living in fetid squa-
lor, Allison Cain gets to vamp it up as a chan-
teuse/femme fatale and Anthony Tournis makes 
a credible corrupt Chicago cop.
	 But ultimately, you’re watching actors in the 
midst of acting exercises involving shouting, 
stage fighting, stage blood and a myriad of 
noir stereotypes. Without a credible storyline or 
characters, Dead Wrong just becomes an atmo-
spheric mishmash.
	 So if Factory Theater lavished all this effort 
on Tamayo’s play because they thought it was 
an interesting neo-noir mystery, well then they 
were Dead Wrong. And if a billing of “written 
and directed by” hints at artistic genius, in this 
case it would be Dead Wrong. 

SPOTLIGHT

	 Love is war in Girls vs. Boys, a new musical in development by The House Theatre of Chicago 
and Northwestern University’s American Music Theater Project. Get a sneak peek of this show by 
the acclaimed authors of The Sparrow before it officially opens to the press this season. A warn-
ing though: the musical promises strong language, violent themes, partial nudity and rocking 
loud music. Girls vs. Boys runs at 8 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays; 6 and 9:30 p.m. Saturdays; and 
2 p.m. Sundays July 10-Aug. 2 at the Wallis Theater in Northwestern University’s Theater and In-
terpretation Center, 1949 S. Campus, Evanston. Tickets are $10-$25; call 847-491-7282 or www.
girlsvsboysthemusical.com. Photo courtesy of Northwestern University and The House Theatre of 
Chicago

			
—Snoopy!!!

The Musical

Online This Week:

www.windycitymediagroup.com

Edelfelt’s ‘Way’
on July 12
	 David Edelfelt stars in Everything’s Going My 
Way, a look at a gay man growing up, coming 
out and dealing with love. The one-night-on-
ly show will take place at the Village Players 
Performing Arts Center, 1010 Madison, Oak 
Park, on Sunday, July 12, at 3 p.m.
	 Tickets are $25; see www.village-players.org 
or call 866-764-1010.

Dead Wrong. Photo by Paul Metreyeon

“A gentle and honest Steppenwolf production well-matched for summer,
when dreams either sink into the heat or float up into the air.”—Chicago Tribune

“Conjures enough sweet, sad, quirkily comic and frequently heartbreaking

little twists and turns to qualify as a very good story.”—Chicago Sun-Times Up
by Bridget Carpenter
directed by ensemble member
Anna D. Shapiro

A bittersweet tale about an American
family trying to escape the boundaries
of the everyday.

NOW PLAYING!

buy online at www.steppenwolf.org
or call 312-335-1650.
Production Sponsor of Up

steppenwolf

windy 0708 Up:Layout 1  7/2/09  11:51 AM  Page 1

www.steppenwolf.org
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Michael Jackson:
Remember
the time
BY DAVID BYRNE AND TONY PEREGRIN

It has been two weeks since Michael Jackson 
passed away. The world’s biggest pop icon is 
gone, yet truths behind the myth are unravel-
ing. Constant news reports and tasteless jokes 
about the King of Pop are rampant. 
	 His body of work transcends age, gender, race 
and nationality like no other. Whether it was the 
disco-flavored “Don’t Stop ’Til You Get Enough,” 
the guitar-driven “Dirty Diana” or the uplifting 
“Will You Be There,” Jackson blurred musical 
barriers. 
	 In his prime, Jackson had multiple number 
ones on the pop, R&B and dance charts. His ca-
reer also saw a slew of awards, including Gram-
mys, a Golden Globe, American Music Awards, 
BET Awards and an induction into the Rock n’ 
Roll Hall of Fame.

   Few realize that Jackson 
composed a significant 
portion of his catalog by 
himself. Some of his lyrics 
reflect a life of solitude. 
On “Stranger in Moscow” 
he asks, “how does it feel, 
when you are alone and 
you’re cold inside?” Aban-
donment is the theme of 
“Who Is It?” as he cries 
out, “I can’t take it, cause 
I’m lonely.” On History 
Continues, the spirit of a 
cornered animal is captured 
on “They Don’t Care about 
Us,” “This Time Around” 
and “D.S.” 
   Jackson’s legacy thrives, 
as many, including Missy 

Elliott, Ne-Yo, Justin Timberlake, Usher, Lady 
Gaga and Robin Thicke keep his spirit alive 
in their art. Even rock musicians embrace the 
gloved one, as Soundgarden’s Chris Cornell has 
transformed “Billie Jean” into an acoustic gem, 
Fallout Boy redid “Beat It” and Alien Ant Farm 
scored big with a cover of “Smooth Criminal.” 
The King of Pop collaborated with rock heavy 
weights Eddie Van Halen on “Beat It,” Billy 
Idol’s musical partner Steve Stevens on “Dirty 
Diana” and Slash on “Give in to Me.”
	 Rihanna brilliantly samples the chant from 
“Wanna Be Startin’ Somethin’” on “Don’t Stop 
the Music.” Portions of The Jackson 5’s “ABC” are 
worked into Naughty by Nature’s smash “O.P.P.” 
The rhythm of the Jacksons’ “Can You Feel It” 
is present on 1998’s “Feel It” by The Tamperer. 
SWV incorporates Jackson’s vocals from “Human 
Nature” into the hit “Right Here.” Comedic mu-
sician Weird Al Yankovic had chart success with 
his humorous treatment of Jackson’s material on 
“Eat It” and “Fat.” 
	 Stars at the recent BET Music Awards paid trib-
ute to Jackson, citing him as an inspiration and 

sending prayers to his family. 
	 The groundbreaking music video “Thriller” is 
being turned into a stage production. The musi-
cal will be more than just a translation of the 
classic video, it will also have material from 
Thriller and Off The Wall per iconocast.com. Can’t 
wait that long? A choreographed remake of the 
werewolf video has become a YouTube sensation 
when it was redone by inmates from The Cebu 
Provincial Detention and Rehabilitation Center 
in the Philippines. 
	 Other videos highlight the King of Pop’s career 
are “Billie Jean,” “Smooth Criminal,” “Black or 
White” and the most expensive video ever made, 
the $7 million “Scream.” The first videos from 
his 1991 Dangerous album debuted on Sunday 
night TV on multiple channels. His work became 
a must-see event. Also, Jackson was the first 
African-American artist to have a video played 
on MTV. 
	 Then there was his dancing. Shalamar’s found-
ing member Jeffrey Daniel moonwalked during a 
performance of “A Night to Remember” on Eng-
land’s The Top of the Pops in 1982, a year before 
Jackson did so on the Motown 25: Yesterday, To-
day, Forever. When Jackson debuted his moon-
walk twice during “Billie Jean” the crowd went 
into a frenzy. He claimed the dance move as 
his own. Then there was the anti-gravitational 
lean from “Smooth Criminal” and his trademark 
moves: the spin, the kick, the thrust and the 
crotch-grabbing.
	 Some of Jackson’s hits like “P.Y.T. (Pretty 
Young Thing),” “Smooth Criminal,” “Dirty Di-
ana,” “In the Closet” and “Give in to Me” did not 
appear on his first major retrospective HIStory 
in 1995. Part of me wonders if the content of 
these songs—mostly my favorites I might add—
were omitted due to their content and how his 
poor public image needed much mending follow-
ing child molestation charges. 
	 The Guinness Book of World Records recog-
nizes Jackson as the most charitable pop star. 
At the height of his popularity, Jackson stated 
that he was donating all of his earnings from 
the Victory Tour to charity. He also co-penned 
“We Are the World” to assist the famine relief in 
Africa. His tender voice urged for the betterment 
on “Man in the Mirror” and “Heal the World.”
	 The tabloid fixture befriended Ryan White, 
helping de-stigmatize the myths surrounding 
AIDS and PWA. White, like the Jackson family, 
was from Indiana. “Gone Too Soon” was dedi-
cated in White’s memory. 
	 Acting as paparazzi fodder, Jacko was Ma-
donna’s date to the 1991 Oscars. Per biographer 
Mark Bego’s Madonna: Blonde Ambition, the Ma-
terial Girl suggested “that Michael was a closet 
homosexual who needed to be dragged out of 
the closet.” She later allegedly referred to him 
as a space-alien drag queen. 
	 In the ‘80s, there was nobody comparable to 
Jackson; there still isn’t. Based on dwindling 
record sales, it is doubtful another artist will 
sell as many copies of an album, as Jackson had 
done with Thriller. 
	 Madonna, Prince and Jackson were born within 
months on each other in 1958. This threesome 

crossed over into mega-stardom in the ‘80s as 
MTV revolutionized the industry.
	 There was only one African-American boy in 
my fourth-grade class in the suburbs. He proudly 
wore a red jacket with his sparkling glove like 
his idol. During recess he would play Thriller on 
a boom box to entertain his classmates with re-
interpretations of Jackson’s videos, having me 
sometimes as his back-up dancer.
	 The Michael Jackson doll even worked its way 
into pop culture. The toy’s wardrobe became a 
recurring joke on Courtney Cox’s short-lived ’80s 
sci-fi series The Misfits of Science. 
	 Seeing the video of Jackson dangling his baby 
out of the window in a Berlin hotel in 2002, one 
can tell Jackson was not of sound mind. Celeb-
rities all have had moments. Remember Mariah 
Carey’s rants around the time of Glitter, Paula 
Abdul being doped up on American Idol or any 
embarrassing moments from Britney Spears? 
	 Now let’s question the intentions and compe-
tency of those close to Jackson. Was he such 
a personality that doctors would blur the line 
of ethics in regards to his prescription intake? 
Will Jackson’s untimely death be a wake up call 
to those taking prescriptions liberally? No more 
than Anna Nicole Smith’s premature passing. 
Was his family or management unable to say 
that one child molestation charge is enough and 
to monitor his play dates with underage boys? 
	 Jackson underwent multiple plastic-surgery 
operations, so much so that a photo of the mod-
ern-day Peter Pan had not graced the cover of 
one of his albums since 1987’s Bad. 
	 Multiple retrospectives of Jackson’s tremen-
dous musical legacy remind us of his remark-
able achievements. Available are the 18-track 
Number Ones; the four-disc career spanning The 
Ultimate Collection; the ‘80s- and ‘90s-focused 
Greatest Hits History Volume 1; and solid dou-
ble-disc The Essential Michael Jackson.

POP
MAKING
SENSE

BY ALAN BENNETT  |  DIRECTED BY NICK BOWLING 
CHICAGO PREMIERE  EXTENDED TO SEPTEMBER 27!

615 W. Wellington Ave. (at Broadway), Chicago
(773) 281-TIME  |  timelinetheatre.com

“As good as any of the first-
class revivals now gracing 
Broadway ... I strongly  
suggest that you hurry to  
[see it], no matter whether you 
live in, near or remotely close 
to Chicago.”   – The Wall Street Journal

“More intimate, more  
enveloping, more stirring ...  
a triumphant revision,  
Chicago-style.” – Chicago Tribune

“Yes, it’s really  
that good.”– talkinbroadway.com

Entertainment 
news
	 Ian Halperin, the unofficial biographer 
of Michael Jackson, claims that the late 
star was actually gay, Pink.co.uk reported. 
Halperin said that he has spoken to two men 
who slept with Jackson and that, despite the 
sexual-abuse allegations that plagued the en-
tertainer, he was never interested in children. 
Three years ago, the singer’s brother Jermaine 
Jackson said he and his brothers thought Mi-
chael was gay.
	  Lesbian-led indie dance-punk group Le 
Tigre is working with Christina Aguilera on 
her new fall album, the Guardian reported. 
One of the group’s best-known songs is “Hot 
Topic,” which name-checks Angela Davis, 
James Baldwin and Gertrude Stein, among 
others. Other collaborators on the album in-
clude singer/producer Linda Perry; acts Gold-
frapp and Ladytron; and singer Sia, according 
to EW.com.

www.timelinetheatre.com
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Windy City Black 
Pride
WCBP was again in full swing with a slew of 
events July 1-6, including a VIP reception at 
Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted (where WCT Man-
aging Editor Andrew Davis was honored as 
newspaper reporter of the year and Windy City 
Queercast’s Amy Matheny received an award for 
best podcast); an opening reception at Chicago 
South Loop Hotel, 2600 S. State; a 10-year an-
niversary party at Prop House, 1675 N. Elston; 
a poetry slam at Bronzeville Community Club-
house, 3847 S. Giles; and a festival at Sherman, 
1301 W. 52nd. Photos by Andrew Davis and Kirk 
Williamson

2 great nights out at the Chicago Sky!
Breast Cancer Awareness Night

Friday, August 28
7:30 p.m.  v. New York

AIDS Awareness Night
Thursday, September 10

7 p.m.  v. Indianapolis

Join TPAN, Chicago Women’s AIDS Project and AIDS Foundation 
of Chicago on September 10 to support AIDS awareness or 
take advantage of this offer for any Sky home game!

Join LCCP, A Sister’s Hope and Gilda’s Club on August 28 to 
support AIDS awareness or take advantage of this offer for 
any Sky home game!

CODE: TPAN CODE: AIDS CODE: CWAP

Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models of Chicago’s own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky. 
When you purchase tickets through this offer, a portion of the proceeds will be donated to one of the above charities. 
Visit www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code listed.

GILDA’S CLUB 
NIGHT OUT AT THE 
CHICAGO SKY! 
 

Join Gilda’s Club on Aug 28 for 
Breast Health Awareness Night 
or take advantage of this offer 
for any 2009 Sky home game! 

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambarean at 312.994.5994 
josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

TICKET   TICKET         DONATION 
OPTIONS  PRICES 
  
Upper Horseshoe $15  $5   
Upper Sideline  $20  $5 
Lower Horseshoe $29  $10 
Lower Corners  $39  $14 
Lower Sideline  $40  $15   
BB – CC  $90  $20  
AA   $130  $30 
Skyline Club  $225  $50  

2009 CHICAGO SKY HOME 
SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role 

models, of Chicago’s own groundbreaking WNBA team, the 

Chicago Sky.  When you purchase tickets through this offer, a 

portion of the proceeds will be donated to Gilda’s Club. Use 

the attached order form to order your Sky tickets or visit 

www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code: GCL.

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambarean  at 312.994.5994 
Josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

A SISTER’S HOPE 
NIGHT OUT AT  
THE CHICAGO SKY! 
 

TICKET   TICKET         DONATION 
OPTIONS  PRICES 
  
Upper Horseshoe $15  $5   
Upper Sideline  $20  $5 
Lower Horseshoe $29  $10 
Lower Corners  $39  $14 
Lower Sideline  $40  $15   
BB – CC  $90  $20  
AA   $130  $30 
Skyline Club  $225  $50  

BE SURE TO JOIN THE SKY ON  
FRIDAY AUGUST 28 IN SUPPORT  
OF BREAST CANCER AWARNESS! 

Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models, 

of Chicago’s own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky.  

When you purchase tickets through this offer, a portion of the 

proceeds will be donated to A Sister’s Hope. Use the attached 

order form to order your Sky tickets or visit www.chicagosky.net

and enter the promo code: ASH.

2009 CHICAGO SKY HOME 
SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY CARE 
PROJECT NIGHT 
OUT AT THE SKY! 

 
Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models, 

of Chicago’s own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky.  

When you purchase tickets through this offer, a portion of the 

proceeds will be donated to Lesbian Community Care Project.

Use the attached order form to order your Sky tickets or visit 

www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code: LCCP.

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambrean  at 312.994.5994 
Josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

2009 CHICAGO SKY HOME 
SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

TICKET   TICKET          DONATION 
OPTIONS  PRICES 
  
Upper Horseshoe $15  $5   
Upper Sideline  $20  $5 
Lower Horseshoe $29  $10 
Lower Corners  $39  $14 
Lower Sideline  $40  $15   
BB – CC  $90  $20  
AA   $130  $30 
Skyline Club  $225  $50  

BE SURE TO JOIN THE SKY ON  
FRIDAY AUGUST 28 IN SUPPORT  
OF BREAST CANCER AWARNESS! 

TEST POSITIVE 
AWARE NETWORK 
NIGHT OUT AT THE 
CHICAGO SKY! 
 

Join TPAN on Sept 10 to support AIDS 
awareness or take advantage of this 
offer for any 2009 Sky home game! 

Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models, of Chicago’s 

own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky.  When you purchase 

tickets through this offer, a portion of the proceeds will be donated to Test 

Positive Aware Network. Use the attached order form to order your Sky tickets 

or visit www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code: TPAN.

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambarean at 312.994.5994 
Josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

TICKET   TICKET PRICES       DONATION 
OPTIONS   
  
Upper Horseshoe  $15   $5  
Upper Sideline   $20   $5 
Lower Horseshoe  $29   $10 
Lower Corners   $39   $14 
Lower Sideline   $40   $15  
BB – CC   $90   $20  
AA    $130   $30 
Skyline Club   $225   $50

2009 SKY SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

AIDS FOUNDATION  
OF CHICAGO NIGHT 
OUT AT THE SKY! 
 

Join AIDS Foundation of Chicago on 
Sept 10 to support AIDS awareness or 
take advantage of this offer for any 
2009 Sky home game! 

 
Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models, of Chicago’s 

own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky.  When you purchase 

tickets through this offer, a portion of the proceeds will be donated to AIDS 

Foundation of Chicago. Use the attached order form to order your Sky tickets 

or visit www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code: AIDS

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambarean at 312.994.5994 
Josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

TICKET   TICKET PRICES       DONATION 
OPTIONS   
  
Upper Horseshoe  $15   $5   
Upper Sideline   $20   $5 
Lower Horseshoe  $29   $10 
Lower Corners   $39   $14 
Lower Sideline   $40   $15   
BB – CC   $90   $20  
AA    $130   $30 
Skyline Club   $225   $50

2009 SKY SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

CHICAGO WOMENS 
AIDS PROJECT  
NIGHT OUT AT THE 
CHICAGO SKY! 
 

Join CWAP on Sept 10 to support AIDS 
awareness or take advantage of this 
offer for any 2009 Sky home game! 

Enjoy the thrilling basketball, family fun and inspiring role models, of Chicago’s 

own groundbreaking WNBA team, the Chicago Sky.  When you purchase 

tickets through this offer, a portion of the proceeds will be donated to Chicago 

Women’s AIDS Project. Use the attached order form to order your Sky tickets 

or visit www.chicagosky.net and enter the promo code: CWAP.

TO ORDER TICKETS 

By phone or email: 
Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980, 
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joseph Drambarean at 312.994.5994 
Josephdrambarean@chicagosky.net

By mail:
Chicago Sky 
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Fax attached order form to: 
312.828.9979 

TICKET   TICKET PRICES       DONATION 
OPTIONS   
  
Upper Horseshoe  $15   $5  
Upper Sideline   $20   $5 
Lower Horseshoe  $29   $10 
Lower Corners   $39   $14 
Lower Sideline   $40   $15  
BB – CC   $90   $20  
AA    $130   $30 
Skyline Club   $225   $50

2009 SKY SCHEDULE 

June 12, 7.30pm  vs Atlanta Dream 
June 14, 5pm  vs Seattle Storm 
June 16, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
June 27, 7pm  vs Washington Mystics 
June 30, 7pm  vs Sacramento Monarchs 
July 10, 7:30pm  vs Indiana Fever 
July 19, 5pm  vs San Antonio Silver Stars 
July 29, 7pm  vs Los Angeles Sparks 
August 1, 7pm  vs Connecticut Sun 
August 15, 7pm  vs Minnesota Lynx 
August 18, 7pm  vs Phoenix Mercury 
August 22, 7pm  vs Detroit Shock 
August 28, 7:30pm vs New York Liberty 
September 4, 7:30pm vs Washington Mystics 
September 10, 7pm vs Indiana Fever 
September 12, 7pm vs Detroit Shock 

 

CODE: LCCP CODE: ASH CODE: GCL

June 27, 7 p.m.
June 30, 7 p.m.
July 10, 7:30 p.m.
July 19, 5 p.m.
July 29, 7 p.m.
August 1, 7 p.m.
August 15, 7 p.m.
August 18, 7 p.m.
August 22, 7 p.m.
August 28, 7:30 p.m.
September 4, 7:30 p.m.
September 10, 7 p.m.
September 12, 7 p.m.

vs. Washington Mystics
vs. Sacramento Monarchs
vs. Indiana Fever
vs. San Antonio Silver Stars
vs. Los Angeles Sparks
vs. Connecticut Sun
vs. Minnesota Lynx
vs. Phoenix Mercury
vs. Detroit Shock
vs. New York Liberty
vs. Washington Mystics
vs. Indiana Fever
vs. Detroit Shock

2009 CHICAGO SKY
HOME SCHEDULEUpper Horseshoe

Upper Sideline
Lower Horseshoe
Lower Corners
Lower Sideline
BB-CC
AA
Skyline Club

TICKET
OPTIONS

$15
$20
$29
$39
$40
$90
$130
$225

$5
$5
$10
$14
$15
$20
$30
$50

TICKET
PRICES

DONATION

Shelli Anderson at 312.994.5980
sanderson@chicagosky.net
Joe Drambarean at 312.994.5994 
jdrambarean@chicagosky.net

call 866.SKY.WNBA or visit CHICAGOSKY.NET

TO ORDER TICKETS

By mail:
Chicago Sky
20 W. Kinzie, Suite 1010
Chicago, IL 60610

These special events are sponsored by

Chicago Windy 
City Black Pride
CWCBP had its own party swinging by celebrat-
ing Pride July 1-6 with a kick-off reception at 
Club Escape, 1530 E. 75th; a dance battle and 
film screening of How Do I Look at Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted; a prom at The Wit, 
201 N. State; an LGBT authors’ reception and 
poetry slam at Circuit, 3641 N. Halsted; a party 
at Prop House, 1675 N. Elston; and a fest at 
RainboBeach, 3111 E. 75th. Photos by Wes Law-
son and Kirk Williamson

www.chicagosky.net
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Hannah Free, a lesbian feature filmed in Chicago 
last November, had its World Premiere at the Fra-
meline Film Festival in San Francisco June 28, at 
the famed 1,600-seat Castro Theatre. The sold-
out show received a standing ovation. Rosie 
O’Donnell introduced the film for her friend Sha-
ron Gless, who stars as Hannah. Many of the Chi-
cago-based cast and crew attended the opening, 
as well as a special pre-event at Orson restau-
rant the night before. See www.hannahfree.com 
for details on upcoming screenings. A Chicago 
debut in September will be announced soon. 
See more photos at www.windycitymediagroup.
com/photos/HannahFreeOpening. Also see the 
Hannah Free Facebook fan page: www.facebook.
com/pages/Hannah-Free/76436188517?ref=ts .

Those attending included cast: Sharon Gless, 
Ann Hagemann, Jacqui Jackson, Kelli Strickland, 
Bev Spangler, Maureen Gallagher, Taylor Miller, 
Meg Thalken, and Shawn Murray. Crew and pro-
ducers attending included: director Wendy Jo 
Carlton, editor Sharon Zurek, music composer 
Martie Marro, screenwriter Claudia Allen, direc-
tor of photography Gretchen Warthen, and ex-
ecutive producer Tracy Baim. 

During the weekend, the cast and crew also cel-
ebrated at Orson restaurant, and Sharon Gless 
marched the Dyke March after speaking to more 
than 50,000 women gathered at Delores Park 
June 27.

Photos by Hal Baim

Hannah 
Free film 

debuts
in San 

Francisco

From left: Ann Hagemann, 
Claudia Allen, Taylor Miller, 
Jacqui Jackson, Kelli Strick-
land, Maureen Gallagher and 
Meg Thalken.

Back row, from left: Wendy Jo Carlton, Kelli Strickland, Sharon Gless, Claudia Allen, Rosie O’Donnell, 
Taylor Miller and Ann Hagemann. Front, from left: Jacqui Jackson, Bev Spangler (front), Meg 
Thalken, Tracy Baim and Maureen Gallagher.

Rosie O’Donnell.

Rosie O’Donnell and Sharon Gless.
Katie Jacobson, Gretchen Warthen and 
Martie Marro.

Sharon Zurek, Wendy Jo Carlton, Martie Marro, Tracy Baim, Sharon Gless and Rosie O’Donnell.

Claudia Allen at the after-party.

Wendy Jo Carlton.
Meg Thalken, Jacqui Jackson, Kelli Strickland, Bev 
Spangler, Maureen Gallagher and Taylor Miller. Sharon Gless and Rosie O’Donnell.

David Strzepek, Gretchen Warthen, Claudia 
Allen, Martie Marro, Tracy Baim, Sharon Zurek 
and Wendy Jo Carlton in front of the Castro 
Theatre.
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Bruno
By Richard Knight, Jr.

Sacha Baron Cohen may be the first comedian in 
history who will die in order to get a laugh. That 
was the first thing I thought when I came out 
of Bruno, the extreme “gotcha” comedy from 
Cohen in which his character, the brainless gay 
“überfashionista,” goes from one outrageous set 
piece to another. It’s not whether the charac-
ter would be offensive to gay audiences (more 
about that later), but whether Cohen the high-
wire comedian will one day push the envelope 
too far in his quest for laughs.
	 Like Andy Kaufman, Cohen is a performer who 
gets so into character that, given the opportu-
nity (and the right comedic foil), he can quickly 
arrive at a place where comedy can turn to ugly 
reality. In front of your eyes, he dares himself to 
go further and further—you can see him taunt-
ing himself in order to make the situations even 
more dangerous and for an understandable rea-
son, and the majority of the laughs come from 
his sheer audacity and his willingness to do this. 
The anti-Semitic Borat character brought with it 
a flurry of lawsuits, buckets of cash and a chal-
lenge to raise the bar, which the hilarious will-
fully Bruno does. But how far can this comedic 
terrorist go before he pisses off the wrong per-
son as the cameras are rolling?
	 Cohen’s comedy relies on portraying flagrantly 
stereotypical characters and then presenting 
these characters to their real-life counterparts 
or their polar opposites (also stereotypes of hu-
manity), who play right into his hands. When 
Cohen’s in character all the world really is a 
stage and the great unwashed—and lots of un-
suspecting folks from the lunatic fringe—make 
up his supporting cast.  So, when portraying the 
very gay Bruno, it’s easy to guess from whence 
the comedy will spring. Look out rednecks, con-
servatives and all manner of fame-seeking wan-
nabes—Bruno’s loose and he’s about to record 
your idiocy and homophobia for the world to 
laugh hysterically at.
	 When we meet Bruno he’s the host of an Aus-
trian fashion program who happily demonstrates 
seemingly every position of anal intercourse in 
the Kama Sutra with his self-described “Pygmy 
flight-attendant boyfriend” while describing his 
life in his fractured, faux-German accent. But 
after a mishap with an outfit made entirely out 
of Velcro lands him headfirst on the runway in 
Milan and in jail, Bruno finds himself without a 
job and a boyfriend. With only devoted assistant 
Lutz in tow, Bruno heads to the United States in 
his quest to become “the biggest Austrian since 
Adolf Hitler.”
	 Like Lucy and Ethel, Bruno and Lutz are soon 
engaged in an increasingly extreme series of 
schemes in order for Bruno to attain world-
wide recognition—or at the very least, a few 
tabloid covers. About 20 minutes in—when a 
focus group of “regular folks” is shown a TV pilot 
starring Bruno that features a segment with his 
dancing, singing penis—one thinks, “How much 
further can he go? How high can the bar be set 
that he won’t eagerly leap over it?” Based on the 
hilarious evidence that ensues, it’s pretty damn 
high. The gotchas include a Hollywood agent, 

Milan runway models and designers, Paula Abdul 
(who sits on “Mexican furniture people”), former 
Republican Presidential candidate Ron Paul (who 
Bruno comes on to), two idiot chick publicists, a 
psychic, etc.
	 Bruno next takes a trip to Alabama to become 
an ex-gay. He tells his “converter”—as the guy 
talks Jesus and redemption—that the man has 
“blow job lips.” A stint in the national guard; a 
hunting trip with three “good ol’ boys”; and a 
sex party with a swingers group that finds Bruno 
trapped in a bedroom with a persistent domi-

natrix sporting basketball sized implants who 
repeatedly smacks him with a belt all follow. The 
incongruities build toward the sure-to-be-infa-
mous cage-wrestling match sequence at the end 
of the picture. Here, the comic insanity reaches 
a fever pitch as Cohen purposefully plays into 
the crowd’s homophobia.
	 The picture repeatedly points out—as Borat 
did—that, for a comic terrorist like Sacha Baron 
Cohen, this country must surely be nirvana. The 
possibilities of finding idiotic folks ready to do 
anything for some camera time is seemingly lim-
itless. Although it’s obvious that some of the 
bits are staged, many of them appear to be hap-
pening before our eyes in real time. Even the 
carefully edited pieces contain one jaw-drop-
ping shock after another. Are people really this 
stupid? This homophobic? This narcissistic? One 
of the most shocking sequences comes when 
Bruno, after having adopted an African baby he 
names “O.J.,” asks the parents of baby models 
what they will and won’t allow their babies to 
do in front of the camera.
	 So is it offensive to gays? That’s the first ques-
tion everyone asked me as I left the screening. 
It’s not an unexpected question considering my 
position as the film critic for a LGBT publication. 
My instinctual answer: no. Oh, I’m sure there are 
going to be a lot of people (gay and straight) 

offended by the havoc (much of it easily cat-
egorized as vulgar on one end, obscene on the 
another) that Cohen/Bruno creates—these are 
the folks who just won’t get that Cohen’s playing 
on stereotypes or who are made nervous by his 
in-your-face approach. 
	 But there is something to be said about not 
just being in on the joke but being the reason 
for it in the first place. I understand why close 
Jewish friends had no problem with the stereo-
typing in Borat and why they can gleefully sing 
“Throw the Jew Down the Well” verbatim to this 
day. I’ll be quoting lines from Bruno along with 
many of my queer—and I suspect straight—
brethren long after Cohen has moved on to his 
next outrage. A comedy that can present gay ste-
reotypes in such a blatant, over-the-top manner 
that they can make one laugh uncontrollably? 
Expose ignorant homophobes right and further 
right? And throw in several curveballs on our 
celebrity-obsessed culture and touch on several 
hot-button issues central to Our People at the 
same time? Sign me up, girlfriend. Two snaps 
up—way up.
	 Check out my archived reviews at www.
windycitytimes.com or www.knightatthemov-
ies.com. Readers can leave feedback at the 
latter Web site.

AT
THE

MOVIES

KNIGHT

Bruno.

The Chicago Red Stars 
invite you to meet 

Abby Wambach 
of the Washington Freedom

and Caroline Jönsson 
and Megan Rapinoe

of the Red Stars
in a post-game benefit for
the Lesbian Community 

Care Project
Sunday, July 26, 3 p.m. game

Reception with  athletes follows
Toyota Park, 

Bridgeview, Illinois

$35 ticket includes Premier Level seats to the game plus
after-party with visit from the 3 players 

Get autographs and your photo taken with the stars

Tickets at Women & Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark in Chicago,or from ticket captains, or call 
1-866-WPS-2009, or mail check by July 15 made payable to Chicago Red Stars and send to: 

LCCP Benefit Game, Attention Alyse LaHue, Chicago Red Stars, 
7300 West 71st Street, Bridgeview, IL 60455

Season ticket holders call Alyse or Greg at 1-866-WPS-2009 
to find out how to attend the benefit.

Sponsored by 
Windy City Media Group

Caroline Jönsson.
Photo by Bill Barrett

Megan Rapinoe

Abby Wambach.
Photo by Robert

Mora

chicagoredstars.com
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See our online calendar: www.windycitymediagroup.com/calendar

Bent starts its run and will continue through 
Aug. 15 at Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln. 

Photo courtesy of Hubris Productions

WHAT TO DO?
Thursday, July 9 
Bent. Landmark drama set in 1934 Ber-

lin. Two men wearing the pink triangle 
in Dachau find comfort and courage. 8 
p.m. F/F/S, 3 p.m. Sun. Through Aug. 
15 Preview $15, run $25. Q&A with di-
rector, actors on July 12, 26, Aug. 9. 
Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. 
www.hubrisproductions.com 

NewTown Writers Fortnightly Writing 
Workshop 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Ger-
ber/Hart Library 1127 W. Granville Ave. 
www.newtownwriters.org

PFLAG Glenview, Marc Adams of Heart-
strong, Congregation BJBE, 901 Mil-
waukee, Glenview, 7 p.m.773-472-
3079

Friday, July 10
Twilight Becomes Night, screening and 

reception.  7:30 p.m. $10. Chicago 
Filmmakers, 5243 N. Clark. RSVP info@
localfirstchicago.org

NW Suburbs LGBT Spirituality Meetup, 
7 p.m. St. Nicholas Episcopal Church, 
1072 Ridge, Elk Grove

Queering the Night GBTQI open mic 
with Scott Free and Je Nepomuceno 7 
to 9 p.m. $5 donation, $3 open mic, 
Center for New Possibilities, 1505 W. 
Morse Ave. 

Saturday, July 11
ALMA’s fabulous Boat Cruise off Navy 

Pier tix at www.almachicago.org 
Old Town School of Folk Music 12th an-

nual Folk and Roots Festival through 
Jul 12. Noon - 10 p.m.  $8. Welles Park, 
4400 N.Lincoln Ave. between Montrose 
and Sunnyside in Chicago’s Lincoln 
Square neighborhood. www.chicagofol-
kandroots.org 773-728-6000

Rainbow Brunch, 10:30 am, $7.95, Old 
Country Buffet, 701 N Milwaukee, Ver-
non Hills, tables near drink station. 
TashBanash@aol.com 

Substitute Teacher Academy with Re-
sources Workshop  8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
$50 registration Governors State Uni-
versity  1 University Parkway, Universi-
ty Park. Info and register 708-534-402

Women in Business brunch 11 a.m. Co-
hosted by Bright Endeavors. $10. 4222 
N. Ravenswood, 2nd Flr.  info@local-
firstchicago.org

Sunday, July 12
Evan Fallenberg gay author reading and 

discussion of Light Fell. Part of OUT-
write literary series, Center on Halsted 
partnered with Spertus. 2 p.m. Spertus, 
610 S. Michigan Ave Tix:  312-322-1773 
or www.spertus.edu

Everything’s Going My Way true story 
of one gay man’s growing up, com-
ing out, searching for happiness, told 
through the music of Porter and Gersh-
win, Sondheim, Bernstein and Bachar-
ach, some of today’s most brilliant gay 
composers. $25. 3 p.m.  Village Players 
Performing Arts Center 1010 W. Madi-
son Oak Park. Reserve 866-764-1010 
www.village-players.org

Diva Brunch The Scooty & JoJo Variety 
Brunch Hour The Spot, 4437 N Broad-
way 773-728-8934

GLBT fairy tales , The Cousins GrimmBai-
liwick’s 2009 Pride Series, through Aug. 
23. Hoover-Leppen Theater,  Center on 
Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted. Tix $25/$30 
at 773-883-1090, 1-800-838-3006, or 
www.brownpapertickets.com

West Suburban Gay Assoc. (WSGA) Pic-
nic & Concert - All Tchaikovsky with 
Cannons, , 3 pm, $10 Ravinia, High-
land Park

Monday, July 13
Cokie Roberts, renowned journalist and 

political commentator discusses and 
signs We Are Our Mothers’ Daughters. 
Noon. Cindy Pritzker Auditorium, Har-
old Washington Library Center, 400 S. 
State St. chicagopubliclibrary.org

Tuesday, July 14
“Filming Desire” (2000) Female direc-

tors talk about the reality of an explicit 
women’s point of view, the desire in 
their films to “fantasize and dream a 
new image of themselves”, and how 
their depictions of sexuality and rela-
tionships are correctives. Part of Sex 
+++ Film Series 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m.  Free. RSVP for seats. Seats  
unsaved at  at 7p.m.  Jane Addams 
Hull-House Museum, 800 S. Halsted 
312-413-5353

Protest “Ex-Gay” Movement in Wheaton 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Chicago-Area LGBTQA 
Liberation Network Wheaton College 
500 College Ave 773-209-1187 LGBT-
Liberation@aol.com

Soulforce Q Camp, first annual Summer 
Gathering of Young Activist, Austin, 
Texas www.soulforce.org/q-camp

Wednesday, July 15
Mingle and Meet the Experts, Legal 

Edition. Panel with Tsamis Law Firm, 
Chicagoland & Suburban Law Firm. and 
Law Office of Sima L Kirsch. Network 
6:30 p.m., Panel 7:30 p.m. $5. info@
localfirstchicago.org

Friday, July 17
Achy Obejas DePaul Summer Writing 

Conference keynote: Writing & Re-
sponsibility. Havana-born Obejas is the 
well known author of several books, 
including Days of Awe, Memory Mambo 
and her sixth and latest book, Ruins.  
312-362-8916. Harold Washington Li-
brary Center, 400 S. State St. chicago-
publiclibrary.org

Chicago Area Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce Mix & Mingle, 6:30 pm, 
$20/$30 Skokie Theater, 7924 Lincoln, 
Skokie

Point Foundation Summer Siree 7 to 
11 p.m. $225./$165 Saddle and Cycle 
Club, 900 W. Foster Ave. www.point-
foundation.org/chicago

Saturday, July 18 
“Bombs Away!”  last night for the musi-

cal comedy about a troupe who tries to 
perform songs cut from famous Broad-
way musicals.  $15-$20. Mary’s Attic, 
above Hamburger Mary’s, 5400 N. Clark 
St. 773-883-1090 or bailiwick.org. 

Chicago Gender Society Garden Party, 
Wear Your Favorite Hat Contest. $40. 
cocktails at 5 p.m., dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Tix and location available at www.chi-
cagogender.com or 708-863-7714

Queer Rights Rally in Joliet 2 - 4 
p.m. Chicago-Area LGBTQA Liberation 
Network, CAAN Community Center, 
773-807-7597 ericachu@msn.com

Sunday, July 19
Diva Brunch The Scooty & JoJo Variety 

Brunch Hour The Spot, 4437 N Broad-
way 773-728-8934

Parents Families and Friends of Lesbi-
ans and Gays (PFLAG) monthly meeting 
2-4 pm.  Howard Brown Health Center, 
4025 N. .Sheridan 630-415-0622,  
pflagmetrochicago@pflagillinois.org,  
www.pflagillinois.org

Two Spoons, a comedy about gay mar-
riage, . Bailiwick’s 2009 Pride Series, 
through Aug. 23. Hoover-Leppen The-
ater,  Center on Halsted, 3656 N. Hal-
sted. Tix $25/$30 at 773-883-1090, 
1-800-838-3006, or www.brownpaper-
tickets.com 

Monday, July 20
The Homo Show deconstructs Vaude-

ville with provocative performers and 
a dance party to boot.  $10 advance at 
www.aboutfacetheatre.com or $15 at 
door. Wicker Park’s Subterranean, 2011 
North Ave

Tuesday, July 21 
Billy Joel and Elton John at Wrigley 

Field. Face 2 Face tour .Tix: www.tick-
ets.com or 1-800-THE-CUBS

BE-HIV Free HIV and STI (Chlamydia, 
Hepatitis, Gonorrhea & Syphilis) test-
ing weekly 7 -10 p.m. Steamworks, 
3246 N. Halsted.  773-293-4740

Homolatte: Queer Words and Music 
hosted by Scott Free. Levan D Hawkins, 
E. Lamont. Free. 7:30 p.m. Big Chicks 
Tweet , 5024 N Sheridan 773-728-5511 
www.homolatte.com

Wednesday, July 22
“Size Matters,” Ben Lerman will pre-

view some of his Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival show, singing funny, satirical 
songs about love, loss, pirates, Ameri-
can Idols, chubby chasers. 8 p.m., 70 
min, $10 adv/$12 door. Hamburger 
Mary’s, 5400 N. Clark, 773-784-6969 
Tix www.benlerman.net/marys

Jazz World Dance Congress Harris The-
ater for Music and Dance, Millennium 
Park, www.jazzdanceworldcongress.org

Friday, July 24
Fifth annual Chefs and the City bene-

fits Vital Bridges service to low-income 
men, women, and kids impacted by 
AIDS. 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. $200 till June 
30th/after $250. Additional after party 
$150.Peninsula Hotel, 108 E. Superior 
St www.vitalbridges.org or call Vital 
Bridges at 773-271-5117

Thursday, July 9

Friday, July 17

FRIGHT TRIANGLE

Achy Obejas will be the keynote speaker at 
the DePaul Summer Writing Conference at 
Harold Washington Library, 400 S. State. 

Photo by Tracy Baim

HEY, MAMBO

PARKVIEW PET
SUPPLIES

EST. 1921

5358 N. Broadway
Chicago, IL  60640

773-561-0001
Sensible Food 
Sensible Prices

Voted Chicago’s
#1 Dog Walking Service

by Chicagoland Tails’ readers

Tel. 773-394-9961
www.chicago-dogwalkers.com
Same Daily Walker * Individually Walked

Rescue Discount * Insured & Bonded
No Cancellation Policy * Credit Cards Welcome

Receive

One Week Free 
 (up to a $70 value!)

when you complete 5 weeks of service.

Mention Code: PRIDE
New customers only. Not valid with any other offers.

Advertise in 
We Heart Pets!

call
773-871-7610

or go to
WindyCityMediaGroup.

com

www.chicago-dogwalkers.com
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ADVERTISE HERE
ADVERTISE HERE: Want to advertise your product, service, 
etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the Windy 
City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient service, 
and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online section for 
free. To place an ad, contact Cynthia at 773-871-7610 
ex 102, cynthia@windycitymediagroup.com, or go 
to our website www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com.

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT CLEANING SERVICES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. Can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-332-5575 
(4/30/10-tk)

CONTRACTORS
SHANNON CONTRACTORS: We specialize in all your 
residential and commercial building requirements. From 
new construction, rehabs, all carpentry, porches, decks, 
patios, electrical, drywall and painting. Licensed, in-
sured and bonded. Call Brendan Coyle 312-307-6515, 
coylies@yahoo.com (6/10/09-6)

KGM PLUMBING, INC. 847-583-8988: Professional 
plumbing contractor offering Residential and Commercial 
plumbing repairs, complete sewer & drain rodding, 
flood controls, toilet repairs, water heaters, sump-
pumps, repiping and more. Licensed*Bonded*Insured. 
(11/11/09-26)

COUNSELING
LICENSED PSYCHOTHERAPY: 20 years experience 
providing counseling and clinical hypnotherapy. I 
specialize in relationship issues, childhood trauma, and 
recurrent patterns that inhibit potential. Individuals 
and couples. Starla Sholl, LCSW, PC, 773.878.5809, 
info@starlasholl.com  www.starlasholl.com. 

HELP WANTED
WEDNESDAY MORNING NEWSPAPER DELIVERY: Four 
hours, $56. Must have car and insurance. Please call 
Jean at 773-871-7610. 

WINDY CITY MEDIA GROUP IS LOOKING FOR SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES: We are looking for self-starters with 
a strong desire to succeed. Ideal candidates should have 
experience in the sales industry, and a demonstrated 

ability to succeed on their own. Candidates should 
have the ability to create and sell multimedia packages 
including one or more of the following: print, web, email 
blast, podcast and sponsorships. Leads will be furnished 
but cold calling is a must. This is an independent 
contractor position; all sales representatives work 
from their home offices. Join the voice of Chicago’s 
GLBT community since 1985. Please email resume to: 
Terri@WindyCityMediaGroup.com. 

POLICE OFFICER: Police Officer Notice of Examination 
Northfield/Winnetka, IL Written examination: August 
15, 2009, 9 a.m New Trier High School 7 Happ Rd, 
Northfield, IL Min. Req: Age 21 thru 34, except as pro-
vided by law; H.S. dipl. or GED; 60 college credits; Valid 
DL; U.S. Citizen or citizenship status; (Add’l N’fld) Age 
20 w/law enf. studies; Elector of U.S.; Ill. residency. 
Application Deadline: August 3, 2009, 5 pm For 
Details and Application: Winnetka: 847-716-3545 
Northfield: 847-441-3850 villageofwinnetka.org, 
northfieldil.org. EOE. (7/08/09-1)

DECKS 

INTERPRETER
FOR YOUR AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE/ENGLISH 
INTERPRETING NEEDS: To consult with you or your 
company with your ADA needs. Diana Thorpe CI/
CT/NIC Master, Nationally Certified Interpreter, 
773-401-1339, or e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com 
[P-TB]

MASSAGE THERAPY
CHICAGO MALE MASSAGE REVIEWS: Find over 50 
male massage therapists in Chicago on MassageM4M.
com - Hundreds of reviews of each gay friendly male 
massage therapists. www.massagem4m.com/chicago 
(7/29/09-4)

HEALING DANCE OF TOUCH!: A very relaxing, therapeu-
tic, full-body massage. 10 minutes SW of the Loop. Take 
care of yourself. $55/hr. Longer sessions available. Call 
Tim 773-368-9798 for appointment. (7/01/09-8)

MOVERS
MOVING? HOUSEHOLD LONG DISTANCE: Business. 
Commercial. Local. Residential (Remember! The Best 
Long Distance Movers!) We do it all. Last minute 
move? No problem! WE NEED YOUR BUSINESS! Call 
866-966-6272 (7/15/09-4)

PHOTOGRAPHY
PORTRAITS MAKE GREAT GIFTS: Portraits. Figurative. 
Headshots. Color. B&W. 25 years experience. “I’ll work 
with you to get the shots that are just right.” Info: 
312-260-7935. Website: www.morrowphoto.com. 
(7/29/09-26)

REMODELING
REHAB & REMODELING KITCHENS & BATHROOMS: Over 
25 years of experience serving Chicago and surround-
ing suburbs. Emergency plumbing services available. 
Fully licensed and insured. Free estimates. Contact 
Steve 847-791-2216 or s_shoptz@yahoo.com 
(12/16/09-52)

TRAVEL
DEERPATH LODGE, SAUGATUCK: Women!  Handsome 
private suites with view of river, nature preserve;  
heated pool, hot tub, kayaks, nature trails.  Near 
beaches, golf, galleries, gay bars, wineries, microbrew-
eries. www.wherethedeerplay.com 888-DEERPATH,  
269-857-DEER. (7/15/09-4)

WEDDING/ COMMITMENT SERVICES
WEDDING/ COMMITMENT CEREMONY OFFICIANT: Minis-
ter or officiant services available for weddings or com-
mitment ceremonies. Willing to travel to Iowa. Contact 
815-338-6352 or bj6352@stans.net (7/01/09-12)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
WONDERING WHAT to do with those windows?:  
Call me! I take care of it all from design through instal-
lation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE Inte-
riors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty in 
window treatments for over 24 years. 773-271-2361.  
(10/21/09-52)

Deborah A. 
Murphy

CPA
773-404-8401

2155 W. Roscoe
1 South

Accounting

Tax Services

Financial 
 Consulting

Business 
 Planning

FOR SALE

OUT OF TOWN
DO YOU DREAM OF BEING AN INNKEEPER?: 4 Unit 
Elegant B&B in Gay friendly Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 
Turnkey view at www.iknoweureka.com. Brokered 
by Charles Edwards Coldwell Banker K-C REALTY 
(07/15/09-13)

SAUGATUCK RIVERFRONT SITE: 2-acres overlooking the 
Kalamazoo River & 400-acre wetland preserve.  Near wine 
country, Lake Michigan beaches, marina, golf courses, 
gay-friendly towns.  Secluded, quiet area.  $180,000.  
More land available.  616-566-0538. (07/15/09-4)

UNIQUE VICTORIAN. MAGNIFICENT TORCH LAKE. 
ALDEN, MICHIGAN: 4 Bedroom 3 bath former Bed & 
Breakfast. 1st floor master, library, custom throughout.                                                                                            
Seller financing available for highly qualified buyer. 
$430,000. Call 231-331-6424 or doctorvino@
torchlake.com. (07/08/09-4)

HISTORIC MI LAKESIDE: Vintage charm with every 
modern amenity. A cozy sanctuary with pine plank 
floors, stone fireplace, architecturally interesting 
beams, custom windows, five exterior decks/patios and 
stunning landscaping. Unfinished guest cottage in back 
and a massive garage that could be converted into a 
studio or office. Close to beaches, shops and dining. 

Commercial use is an option. The possibilities are 
endless. Nora Duffy, Crawford Group Sotheby’s Intl, 
312-953-1783. nora.duffy@sothebysrealty.com. 
www.michigan.crawfordgroupsir.com (08/19/09-8) 

WHEN WE SAY CHARMING, WE REALLY MEAN IT!: 
Adorable Michiana cottage, fully furnished, just minutes 
to beach, in move in condition. Vaulted pine ceilings, 
wood burning fireplace, built in cherry entertainment 
center, screened porch off dining area and finished 
brick patio. Bring your pups up as well, there is an 
underground dog fence. This is a perfect Harbor Country 
retreat.Turnkey ready- enjoy with friends and family; 
and make $$ as a rental when you just can’t get away 
yourself. Nora Duffy, Crawford Group Sotheby’s Intl, 
312-953-1783. nora.duffy@sothebysrealty.com. 
www.michigan.crawfordgroupsir.com. (08/19/09-8)

HOUSES
SUNLIT WICKER PARK MODERN: Incredible sunny, bright 
home with fabulous light, double center skylights, 
2-story atrium, open stairways, lush landscaping, 
attached 2-car 7garage, private patio, 3rd floor deck, 
closets galore in the heart of Wicker Park. Walk to EL, 
shopping, restaurants. High 7’s. www.1916potomac.
com. (07/15/09-4)

CONDO
STUDIO CONDO FOR SALE AT 4880 N. MARINE DR.:  
Living space, open kitchen, bathroom and walk in 
closet. Building security system, laundry facility and 
roof deck patio.Excellent public transportation for city 
life. Price $119,000. Seller motivated. Contact, Mark 
Nash, Realtor 847-425-3823. (05/20/09-2)

FOR RENT

HOUSE
SAUGANASH (4333 W PETERSON AVE): New construction 
town homes for rent in Sauganash. 4 story high, 2 car 
garage, from 2400-3300 sf. 100% masonry construction, 
red smooth brick facade, custom limestone designed 
copper bays and gutters, 3-4 bedrooms, recreational and 
study room, minimum 3 full bathrooms and powder room 
with marble and granite countertops, Kohler and Grohe 
plumbing fixtures in polish and brass finishes, cherry 
hardwood floors, 9’ ceilings, woodburning fireplace, 
custom kitchen cabinets, Kohler 6’ whirlpool, stainless 
steel appliances, spacious closets, private sunroof deck, 
central air and heat, intercom and alarm system, fire 
alarm system, sound system. Utilities are not included. 
Pets welcome. Price from $2,000-$3,000/mo. Please 

call 312-666-2330, after 5pm and weekends 
312-907-6539 (ask for Chedo). lakesidec@gmail.
com. (07/01/09-4) 

STUDIO
1332 W. HOOD AVE. - EDGEWATER STUDIOS: Sunny 
Studios w/ ALL utilities included. Laundry in building. 
Close to lake, transportation & shopping. Credit check 
required. $595/mo w/ no dep. Avail. Now and 
August. Call 773-392-4550.  www.landstarrealty.
com. (07/22/09-4)

TWO BEDROOM
RAVENSWOOD: 2 bedroom unit on quiet tree-lined street 
in cozy small courtyard building, 2 full bathrooms, 
washer/dryer in unit, dishwasher, parking spot, central 
air, balcony/deck, gas fireplace, 1/2 block to Metra and 
near CTA Ravenswood Brown Line, pets ok. Available 
August 1st. $1,425/mo plus 1 month security 
deposit. Call Mel 773-719-9693. (07/29/09-4)

REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIEDS

www.deck-sealing.com


	 “They don’t ask about it as much as you might 
think. Actually, it’s been a long time since anyone 
asked it. I don’t think it’s really newsworthy if the 
gay guy from ‘Ugly Betty’ is gay or not.” —Mi-
chael Urie refuses to tell ‘New York Magazine’ if 
he’s gay or not. BTW, the interview is about the 
off-Broadway play he’s in called “The Tempera-
mentals,” which is about the formation of the 
first US gay rights group.
	 The first stop on my European tour is Milan—
just as Men’s Fashion Week ends. Happily, the 
city is still teeming with a bevy of beauteous 
brawn (and shirtless since it’s in the 90s). I 
must confess that this column could very well 
have been filed from an Italian prison. Once I 
landed, I used what I consider pretty good Ital-
ian to ask the attendant at the train station for 
the timetable. Apparently, what I said was, “Give 
me your watch!” OY!
	 Lots of things seem to be getting lost in trans-
lation. Remember the story about Ricky Martin 
coming out? At the time of the “TV Aqui” cover, 
I questioned the context of the disclosure that 
his heart could belong to a man or a woman. Lo 
and behold, our colleague Mike Szymanski got 
to the bottom of it. What Ricky said was, “The 
heart of Ricky Martin, if it belongs to a male or 
a female, I have never talked about it.” So, what 
he says is basically nothing. We’ll run a video 
of this “controversial” interview on BillyMasters.
com.
	 Remember when I told you Simon Rex and 
Lance Bass were seen shooting some footage in 
WeHo? We now know what it was for. It was the 
pilot for the pseudo-reality show called “Rex” 
which opens with the following quote: “Simon 
Rex was a struggling actor when a controversial 
masturbation video was discovered which made 
him famous. He’s had no controversy like that 
since ... and boy, could his career use one.” What 
it didn’t say was, “Thank you Billy Masters.” That 
was one of my first scoops and launched my ca-
reer, while it was the high point of Simon’s. Rex 
is trying to come back and this show is all about 
trying to get people interested in him again. 
He’ll do anything—even be romantically linked 
with Lance. The show is funny and has some 
very good ideas. There’s just one problem—Si-
mon Rex. How do I say this delicately ... if you 
saw his jerk-off video, you saw his best work. 
He’s barely convincing playing himself! He is, 
however, surrounded by some fabulous people, 
including Paris Hilton, Jamie Pressley, and Victor 
Garber. The pilot is actually stolen by Simon’s 
“controversy consultant,” Geoffrey Arend. Give 
THAT guy a show and I’d watch it. You can watch 
the whole pilot on BillyMasters.com.
	 Everyone has been writing to me about the 
casting of Trevor Donovan as the new hunky bad 
boy on “90210” redux. Since he’s a former “A&F” 

model, people figured I’d have some nude pho-
tos of him. They figured right! Trevor’s real last 
name is Neubauer, and he previously appeared 
on “Days of Our Lives” as “Jeremy Horton.” I 
wrote about him back then and ran some very 
racy pics of him where he shows virtually every-
thing. (There’s one odd photo of a naked Trevor 
being entered from behind by a one-eyed alien.) 
Since we’ve got more sizzling pics in our pos-
session, why not check ‘em out on BillyMasters.
com.
	 A few months ago, Ashton Kutcher had to get 
his chest waxed for a movie. That flick is called 
Spread, and Ash plays a gigolo named “Nikki.” 
He stars alongside that sexually ambiguous 
alien, Anne Heche, playing a cougar who even-
tually gets left for a more age-appropriate chick 
(somewhere Demi Moore is petrified). The trailer 
for the French version, more aptly titled “Toy 
Boy,” shows off Kutcher’s best assets—his ass. 
There are numerous long, lingering shots of his 
buttocks. Sure, we’ve seen it all before, but the 
pics and vid are hot enough to warrant posting 
on BillyMasters.com.
	 Time for another installment of “Fayewatch.” 
We’re told that La Dunaway is still trying to 
get that film version of “Master Class” off the 
ground—even if she has to fund it, direct it and 
star in it herself! Our spies in the Windy City tell 
me she was recently in town scouting locations 
and being courted by the Chicago Film Office. All 
was well until the diva slammed her hand in her 
van’s door and had to be whisked to the emer-
gency room. No details on her prognosis, but 
this probably doesn’t give her warm and fuzzy 
feelings about Chi-town! 
	 Since we’re all over the map this week, our 
“Ask Billy” question comes from Philippe in 
Cannes: “Bonjour, Billy. I love your site. Have 
you heard of Matt Pokora? He is a singer here in 
France and is very sexy. My friend says he is gay, 
but I have to ask you the truth. I think you will 
like him.”
	 I love a foreign tongue, so I say merci to 
Philippe. I’ve never heard of this Matt Pokora—a 
name which does not roll off the tongue. How-
ever, I did some research and learned that he is 
indeed very sexy. In fact, I’d call him HAWT—as 
the kids back in the States say. His real name 
is Matthieu Totta. He was on the French tal-
ent show, “’Nouvelle Star” and ended up in the 
boyband “Linkup.” Although their first song was 
a hit, they broke up shortly thereafter. That’s 
when Matthieu became Matt and launched a 
career as a solo artist. In fact, he had some 
success with a duet called “It’s Alright” with 
Ricky Martin—these columns have a way of 
tying together. None of this matters to you—
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ANDERSONVILLE
@mosphere
 5355 N. Clark St.
 atmospherebar.com
The Anvil
 1137 W. Granville Ave.
Big Chicks
 5024 N. Sheridan Rd.
 BigChicks.com
Cattle Call
 1547 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
 CattleCallChicago.com 
Crew
 4804 N. Broadway Ave.
 WorldsGreatestBar.com
Eagle
 5001 N. Clark St.
 ChicagoEagle.com
El Gato Negro
 1461 Irving Park Rd.
 ElGatoNegroBar.com
The Glenwood
 6962 N. Glenwood St.
 TheGlenwoodbar.com
Hamburger 
Mary’s/Mary’s 
Attic
 5400 N. Clark St.
 HamburgerMarysChicago.com
Jackhammer
 6406 N. Clark St.
 Jackhammer-Chicago.com
Joie De Vine
 1744 W. Balmoral Ave.
Man’s Country
 5017 N. Clark St. (bath)
 MansCountryChicago.com
Scot’s
 1829 W. Montrose Ave.
 ChicagoScotsBar.com
SoFo
 4923 N. Clark St.
 SofoBar.com
Spyners 
 4623 N. Western  Ave.
 Spyners.com
Star Gaze
 5419 N. Clark St.
 StarGazeChicago.com
T’s
 5025 N. Clark St.
 TsBarChicago.com

Touché
 6412 N. Clark St.
 ToucheChicago.com
Wild Pug
 4810 N. Broadway Ave.
 WorldsGreatestBar.com

BOYSTOWN
3160
 3160 N. Clark St.
 Chicago3160.com
Berlin
 954 W. Belmont Ave.
 BerlinChicago.com
Bobby Love’s
 3729 N. Halsted St.
 BobbyLoves.com
Bucks Saloon
 3439 N. Halsted St.
 BucksSaloonChicago.com
Cell Block
 3702 N. Halsted St.
 www.CellBlock-Chicago.com
Charlie’s
 3726 N. Broadway Ave.
 CharliesChicago.com
Circuit
 3641 N. Halsted St.
 CircuitClub.com
The Closet
 3325 N Broadway Ave.
Cocktail
 3359 N. Halsted St.
 CocktailBarChicago.com
FireFly
 3335 N. Halsted St.
 FireflyOnHalsted.com
Halsted’s Bar & 
Grill
 3441 N. Halsted St.
 HalstedsChicago.com
Hydrate
 3458 N. Halsted St.
 HydrateChicago.com
Kit Kat
 3700 N. Halsted St.
 KitKatChicago.com
Little Jim’s
 3501 N. Halsted St.
 LittleJimsChicago.com
Lucky Horseshoe
 3169 N. Halsted St.

Manhandler
 1948 N. Halsted St.
minibar/winebar
 3341 N. Halsted St.
 minibarchicago.com
North End
 3733 N. Halsted St.
 NorthEndChicago.com
Pie Hole
 737 W. Roscoe St.
 PieHolePizzaJoint.com
Roscoe’s
 3356 N. Halsted St.
 Roscoes.com
Scarlet
 3320 N. Halsted  St.
 ScarletBarChicago.com
Sidetrack
 3349 N. Halsted St.
 SidetrackChicago.com
Spin
 800 W. Belmont Ave.
 Spin-Nightclub.com
Steamworks  
 3246 N. Halsted St. (bath)
 SteamworksOnline.com

DOWNTOWN
The Baton
 436 N. Clark St.
 TheBatonShowLounge.com
Second Story Bar
 157 E. Ohio St.

NEAR NORTH
Club 2506
 2506 N. Clybourn Ave.
Crobar
 1543 N. Kingsbury St.
The Prop House
 1675 N. Elston Ave.

THE SOUTHSIDE
Club Escape 
 1530 E. 75th St.
 ClubEscapeChicago.com
Escapades
 6301 S. Harlem Ave.
InnExile
 5758 W. 65th St.
 InnExileChicago.com

Jeffrey Pub 
 7041 S. Jeffery Blvd.

THE BURBS
Club Krave
 13126 S. Western Ave.
 Blue Island, IL
 ClubKrave.com
 Hideaway
 7301 W. Roosevelt Rd.
 Forest Park, IL
Hunters
 1932 E. Higgins Rd.
 Elk Grove Village, IL
 HuntersNightclubs.com
John L’s Place
 335 154th Pl.
 Calumet City, IL
Maneuvers
 118 E. Jefferson St.
 Joliet, IL
 JolietManeuvers.com
Moda VIP
 2409 N. Mannheim Rd.
 Franklin Park, IL
 myspace.com/modavip 
Rumors
 2433 Desplaines Ave.
 North Riverside, IL
 RumorsPubOnline.com
Velvet Rope
 728 W. Lake St.
 Oak Park, IL
 VelvetRopeOakPark.com

INDIANA
Dick’s R U Crazee?
 1221 E.150th St.
 Hammond, IN
 DicksRUCrazee.com 
Encompass
 2415 Rush St.
 Lake Station, IN
 EncompassNightclub.com
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except that my colleagues in Europe tell me he 
is bisexual. In fact, one person told me there 
are paparazzi pics of him kissing a guy in the 
South of France. Maybe it was Philippe! He did 
a very provocative pictorial for “Tetu,” which 
is a French gay publication. Sure, he could be 
pandering. After all, in the pics he looks like a 
high-priced hooker or a cheap porn star. Either 
way, it’s alright—he’ll end up on BillyMasters.
com.
	 Could it be that a certain gay blade has 
shaved off one beard and grown another? It’s 
one thing to hang out with that friendly filly 
who has known her away around a queen or 
two. Now he’s clinging onto a more desperate 
dame who, if I’m not mistaken, never met a 
gay man she didn’t like. His undeniable charms 
have worked pretty well in the past—his break-

through happened when he focused on a guy 
mentioned in this very column. That time, he 
landed a series. The only thing that could hap-
pen with this bitch is he’d shrink half a foot 
and lose all his hair!
	 When I’m dodging the Polizia di Stato, it’s 
definitely time to end yet another column. I’m 
leaving Italy in the nick of time and heading to 
an undisclosed Eastern European country. First 
order of business? Find the American Embas-
sy—just in case. You can follow all my scandals 
abroad on www.BillyMasters.com. As long as I 
can find WiFi, I’ll still be able to answer your 
questions. Just drop a note to Billy@BillyMas-
ters.com and I promise to get back to you be-
fore Anne Heche mounts Trevor Donovan Neu-
bauer! Until next time, remember, one man’s 
filth is another man’s bible.

BILLY from page 20

NUNN ON ONE

Poppy Champlin:
‘Qomedy’ routine
BY JERRY NUNN

Poppy Champlin was one of three lesbian come-
dians who performed at Lakeshore Theater, 3175 
N. Broadway, on July 3 as part of the “Queer 
Queens of Qomedy” show. She brought her 
troupe but also filmed “The Gayly Wed Game.” 
Windy City Times talked with her about what 
makes this stand-up stand out.
	 Windy City Times: Where are you originally 
from?
	 Poppy Champlin: Rhode Island. I was in Chi-
cago for eight years. It was my first jumping-off 
point after Rhode Island.
	 WCT: You used to perform with Second 
City?
	 PC: Yes, I put a year in through their training 
center. All the while, [I was] doing stand-up in 
the clubs here.
	 WCT: What was the Gay Games performance 
like for you?
	 PC: That was really fun. I did the Gay Games in 
front of 40,000 people. 
	 WCT: You performed on the Rosie O’Donnell 
cruise and now you are doing Atlantis cruis-
es?
	 PC: My first cruise was Rosie and then they 
did the HBO documentary. I was in the footage, 
so that was very cool. From Rosie’s cruise then 
I got into the Atlantis cruise. After that, [I] fi-
nally [did] Olivia Cruises as well.
	 WCT: You were just at the Milwaukee PrideF-
est. They had some great acts.
	 PC: I got to open for Cyndi Lauper. Listening 
to her sing at one point I was like, “Is she a 
dolphin?” Her voice was going into this realm of 
non-humanness. 
	 WCT: I had interviewed her recently. She be-
lieves in going into smaller towns and open-
ing people’s minds. In Chicago it’s fairly easy 

with our big Pride parade.
	 PC: I was totally in it. I was my own float! I 
carried a giant sign for “The Queer Queens of 
Comedy.” I was trying to promote the comedy 
show. The sign was so big and it was so windy 
that I got taken down the road the whole way.
	 WCT: What is “The Queer Queens of Com-
edy” experience like?
	 PC: I have been producing the Queer Queens 
for about three or four years now. But I never 
have had them filmed. Now I want to sell it 
Logo, Bravo, Showtime or somebody. They are 
all these great shows, so they should be filmed 
and they should be sold. I am finally stepping 
into that arena.
	 WCT: Tell me about the “Gayly Wed Game.”
	 PC: Working the cruises, they do it all the time 
on the cruise ships. I was able to host it on the 
Olivia cruise. I had so much fun doing it. What a 
perfect game for Logo or Bravo. With the whole 
gay-marriage issue, it’s perfect to have married 
couples, or as married as they can be couples, 
on the show. Let’s show the gay couples so that 
America can calm down. Let us show you how 
human and equal we really are. We are not all 
Rosie O’Donnells and not all Portia De Rossi, we 
are not the L Word and we are not Noah’s Arc. We 
are really like you.
	 WCT: Tell me about your upcoming shows on 
Logo.
	 PC: One is called “One Night Stand Up” and 
I am on episode number five. The other one is 
called “Unbuttoned.” That is their dirtier, bluer 
show.
	 WCT: What is the key to being funny?
	 PC: I believe for me that it’s being comfort-
able and centered and prepared. If you are truly 
funny then you have the gift basically of being a 
comic. I cannot really take any credit for my tal-
ent as far as having good timing. Either you got 
it or you don’t. When I am comfortable, centered 
and prepared then I can allow it to happen.
	 To get more Poppy in your diet and to learn 
more about this out and proud comic, visit 
www.poppycockprod.com.

Poppy Champlin. Photo by D. Hardison

Champlin during her July 3 “Gayly Wed Game.” 
Photo by Jerry Nunn
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Chi-Town Classic
draws 30 teams
By Ross Forman

The stage was set for a Chicago team to win the 
top-tiered C1 Division in the Chi-Town Classic, 
the predominantly gay softball tournament held 
July 4-5, with teams from Las Vegas, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis and several other cities.

Hunters faced the Philadelphia Triple Play, and 
the visitors from Pennsylvania needed to win 
twice—and back-to-back, no less. Hunters only 
needed one win.

Things didn’t work out as the locals planned, 
or hoped.

Philadelphia won the second and deciding 
championship game, 8-7, despite strong week-
end play from such Hunters players as Brian 
Kettner, Joe Green, Greg McNitt, Joe Cappelletti, 
Chuck Jacobson, Rob Scaffidi, Danny Tag, Nick 
Padjen and others.

“It was a very good tournament for our first 
year, a good learning experience,” said Shawn 
Albritton of the Chicago Metropolitan Sports As-

sociation (CMSA), which ran the two-day event 
that featured a rainy Saturday (and a few post-
poned games) and a Sunday that shone through-
out like the defensive play of such participating 
Chicago teams as those representing Caesar’s, 
Spin, Fat Cat, Cattle Call and other area estab-
lishments.

“Hopefully next year we’ll be able to attract 
more teams and also expand to include a B Di-
vision; that would be nice to have,” Albritton 
added.

In the C2 Division, the Madd Dawgs (Madison, 
Wis.) defeated the Twin Cities Bears 13-1 and 
7-2 for the title. The New York Eagles Wings were 
third, followed by Fat Cat.

In the D Division, the Minneaplois Unicorns 
defeated the Broadway Cellar’s Crush 15-5 and 
18-14 for the crown. 

The Sportsmanship Awards, voted on by the 
umpires, went to the Memphis Dru’s Place Mani-
acs, the Madd Dawgs and the Unicorns.

“It was an awesome event, even with the 
rain on Saturday. We’re very happy that Chicago 
again has a softball tournament [it hosts],” said 
the event’s director, Jason Helsdon. 

Bill Barrett: Running
toward the Outgames
By Ross Forman

	
Bill Barrett has run four of his 12 marathons 
on foreign soil—in Paris, Berlin, Frankfurt and 
Dresden. He has also run in the Chicago Mara-
thon five times, highlighted by his personal re-
cord (3:15) in 2001.

Next up for Barrett is Copenhagen on July 26, 
on the first official day of the 2009 World Out-
games, an eight-day LGBT extravaganza of ev-
erything sporty.

Barrett, 50, is a lawyer who lives in Chicago’s 
Lakeview neighborhood. He has a partner and 
will be spending five days in Denmark.

“Running a marathon is a unique way to see a 

city. Sure, it’s not the easiest way to see a city, 
but it is a way to see an old, important city” 
such as Copenhagen, Barrett said. “I’m really 
looking forward to seeing Copenhagen. Running 
through Copenhagen will be quite exciting.”

Barrett has other tourist activities scheduled 
in Denmark, which will likely include other non-
sports-related events associated with the Out-
games.

The 2009 Outgames is the follow-up to the in-
augural 2006 edition, held in Montreal about a 
week after Gay Games VII was held in Chicago. 
The next Gay Games will be held in Cologne, Ger-
many, in 2010.

The 2009 World Outgames will feature about 
5,000 sporting participants from around the 
world—mostly European—for such events as 
basketball, volleyball, bowling, field hockey, 
golf, handball, rowing, softball, squash, table 
tennis and water polo, among others.

The Opening Ceremony will be held Saturday, 
July 25, in the evening. The marathon is the 
following morning.

“It’s actually a coincidence that I wanted to 
run a marathon when I was in Europe,” Barrett 
said. “I’m happy to participate [in the Out-
games] and I know it’ll be fun, but I really was 
just looking forward to running a marathon in 
a new city.

“I don’t anticipate a large [number of par-
ticipants] for the marathon, but Copenhagen is 
flat and it’s an exciting course, so that will be 
interesting.”

Barrett is shooting for a sub-four hour race, 
but limited training to date might affect his fin-
ishing time, he admitted.

“Given the amount of training I have [done], 
I will be happy if I finish in under four hours. 
Hopefully my past marathon experience will 

help,” he said. “From what I’ve read, I think it’s 
unfortunate that there are two [major, interna-
tional LGBT sporting events] so close to each 
other, thus each is drawing from the other. I 
think it would be better if there was just one 
event every four years rather than two events.”

Barrett said he has not yet considered attend-
ing the next Gay Games.

“In every marathon, you know people who you 
train with, though the actual race is generally 
run by yourself. So, [the Outgames] won’t be 
any different, given that there are so few from 
Chicago attending. When I finish, I won’t know 
anyone,” to celebrate with, he said. “But that’s 
not really a big deal; I’ve run other races and not 
known anyone [at the finish line].”

Still, Barrett added, “It will be nice to be one 
of the few Americans in the race. I’ll be glad to 
be one of the few representatives of the United 
States at a major international event.”

Red Stars in 
July 26 LCCP
post-game benefit

Attendees at the Chicago Red Stars’ game July 
26 at Toyota Park in Bridgeview can get the 
chance to meet Abby Wambach of the Washing-
ton Freedom as well as the Red Stars’ Caroline 
Jonsson and Megan Rapinoe.

A VIP ticket of $35 includes premier seats at 
the 3 p.m. game with the Freedom as well as 
entry into the after-party. The post-game ben-
efit will benefit the Lesbian Community Care 
Project.

Tickets are available by visiting Women & 
Children First Books, 5233 N. Clark; calling 
866-WPS-2009; or mailing a check (made pay-
able to Chicago Red Stars) by July 15 to LCCP 
Benefit Game, Attn: Alyse LaHue, Chicago Red 
Stars, 7300 W. 71st, Bridgeview, Ill., 60455.

Smash N Tickle
coming July 11
	 The badminton tournament Smash N Tickle 
2009 will be at the Broadway Armory, 5917 N. 
Broadway, Saturday, July 11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
	 The tourney will feature drop flight singles 
and doubles (Mixed doubles are not offered, but 
that should not stop participants from choos-
ing a partner of the opposite sex.) Both events 
will divide into four divisions, so all players are 
welcome.
	 The cost is $35 for one event, and $50 for 
both singles and doubles. See www.ChicagoMSA.
org or e-mail badminton@chicagomsa.org.

22 July 8, 2009 

The Annual Sue Marohn Tye Dye Mushball Classic was held June 13 in Gompers Park, 4222 
W. Foster. Out of 11 teams that entered, Breakaways emerged on top.

An out lesbian, Marohn loved softball and was an excellent pitcher, taking Chicago’s Syn-
ergy team to five championships in the Gay World Series. (She even threw out the opening 
pitch at an April 2003 Chicago Cubs home game.) She died of cancer in 2005. After her pass-
ing, Marohn’s friends started this tournament in her memory and to raise money for charity.

Since starting the tournament, organizers have donated $10,000 to the hospice that Ma-
rohn stayed at before she passed away.

Mushball is very similar to softball; however, the ball is much softer. Photo of Breakaways 
courtesy of Suzanne Arnold	

Mush, mush

Chi-Town Softball Classic participant. Photo 
by Ross Forman Bill Barrett. Photo by Ross Forman

www.chicagoredstars.com


23July 8, 2009 

CONNE
MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS

IONSX

Mulryan
& York
Attorneys At Law

4001 N. Wolcott
Chicago, IL 60613

(773) 248-8887

An ATTORNEY who is TOUGH and will FIGHT to PROTECT your RIGHTS
Concentrating in the general practice of law for over 40 years.

WILLS - PROBATE - DOMESTIC PARTNER AGREEMENTS
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

PERSONAL INJURY - TRAFFIC-DUI
DIVORCE - CUSTODY - ADOPTION

BUSINESS & CORPORATE MATTERS - CHAPTER 13 & BANKRUPTCY
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING MATTERS

Former Member of the ISBA Ethics Committee
Former Chief of Prosecutions for the Illinois Department of Professional Regulation

Law Offices of
LOUIS R. FINE

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 312-236-2433  
LRFLAW@yahoo.com 105 W. Madison, Suite 1101, Chicago, IL 60602

1478 W. Berwyn - 773.784.3962    
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CUSTOM FRAMING

25% OFF 
Custom Framing

Framing Chicago’s art since 1991
All work done on premise.

Happy Pride!
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Alexander Weaver
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