
By AMy WOOTEN

A coalition of national and local organizations 
gathered in downtown Chicago last week to 
denounce the Museum of Broadcast Communi-
cations’ (MBC) plan to induct an anti-gay indi-
vidual into the National Radio Hall of Fame.
 On Thursday, Oct. 16, members of the Dump 
Dobson Coalition, including individuals from Gay 
Liberation Network, Truth Wins Out and Equal-
ity Illinois, called for the Chicago-based MBC 
to stop its plans to induct Focus on the Family 
founder James Dobson into the National Radio 
Hall of Fame. They gathered outside of the Re-
naissance Chicago Hotel, where the MBC plans 
to honor Dobson and others during an upcoming 
awards dinner. Representatives of the coalition 
said that if the museum does not rescind the 
award, it will protest outside the venue Nov. 8, 
the date of the ceremony.
 According to Radio Ink, the National Radio 
Hall of Fame will stand by its voting process 

By AMy WOOTEN ANd kAiTlyN McAvOy

Chicago school officials pushed back the vote 
for all five proposed schools with 2010 open-
ings, including the proposed Pride Campus, for 
an entire month.
 On Oct. 17, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) of-
ficials revealed that they will not vote on the 
proposed Social Justice High School Pride Cam-
pus until the school board’s Nov. 19 meeting. 
The school board originally scheduled the final 
vote for its Oct. 22 meeting.
 Pride Campus, if approved, would be open to 
all students, but would focus on creating a safe 
and affirming environment for LGBTQ students 
and their allies.
 Mayoral liaison Bill Greaves e-mailed Windy 

City Times that “[w]e will use the next month to 
continue working with the CPS administration 
on the proposal, and we remain committed to 
doing everything we can to win the Board’s ap-
proval.” 
 Although public hearings regarding the pro-
posed Pride Campus were overwhelmingly posi-
tive, there were members of the community who 
disapproved of creating a gay-friendly school. 
Some members of the local LGBTQ community 
felt that the school would shield students from 
the “real world” and become a form of segrega-
tion, or a “dumping ground,” for LGBTQ youth. 
According to the Chicago Tribune, CPS CEO Arne 
Duncan recently met with local ministers, who 
also disapproved of the plan.
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   Howard Brown Health center (HBHc) held its annual gala at the Aragon Ballroom, 1106 
W. lawrence, Oct. 18. Amidst the festivities, several honors were bestowed—including a 
posthumous one to attorney Mary york. Her partner, leGenia Bailey (above, pictured with HBHc 
President/cEO Michael cook) accepted. Photo by kat Fitzgerald; see more on page 5, at www.
WindycityMediaGroup.com and at www.MysticimagesPhotography.

Sassy Sandra
in an interview with Windy city Queercast’s 

Amy Matheny, Sandra Bernhard reflects on 
everything from the 20th anniversary of her 
show, “Without you, i’m Nothing,” to Gov. 
Sarah Palin. See page 11. 
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BY AMY WOOTEN

Although many people had specific questions 

about the proposed LGBTQA Chicago public 

high school at a recent community forum, most 

present appeared to support the idea of such a 

school.

 On Sept. 18, Chicago Public Schools’ (CPS) Of-

fice of New Schools held a community forum at 

the Center on Halsted regarding the proposed 

Social Justice High School—Pride Campus, a 

public school for LGBTQA students. Roughly 150 

people, including politicians, local LGBT activ-

ists, teachers and students were present. There, 

CPS officials, as well as the proposed LGBTQA 

high school’s design team, discussed the pro-

cess, presented details and answered questions.

 The Pride Campus, if approved, would open in 

the fall of 2010. A location has not been chosen. 

The school would, in many ways, replicate the 

successful components of the Greater Lawndale 

Little Village School for Social Justice, which 

was born out of a community hunger strike. 

 Like the School for Social Justice, th
e Pride 

Campus would implement college preparatory 

curriculum. The overall goal is to provide LGBTQA 
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A group including AIDS Foundation of Chicago’s David Munar and Mark Ishaug (far left and far 

right, respectively); State Rep. Greg Harris (second from left) and activist Michael O’ Connor 

(third from right) was among those at a record-setting AIDS Run & Walk held Sept. 20 in Grant 

Park. Photo by Kat Fitzgerald; see more on page 22, at www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com and at 

www.MysticImagesPhotography.com.

EXCLUSIVE IN CHICAGO

TO WINDY CITY TIMES

BY MARK SEGAL

GAY HISTORY PROJECT

In this election season, the Gay History Project 

attempted to bring you the views of both the 

Democratic and Republican candidates for presi-

dent —just as we attempted to bring you the 

views of the top two candidates for the Demo-

cratic presidential nomination for the spring pri-

mary. The format for both candidates was to be 

the same: the same questions, with no follow-up 

questions and the same time limit. And since 

April, we have repeatedly reached out to Repub-

lican Sen. John McCain’s press representative Jill 

Hazelbaker by phone, letter and e-mail.

 Once it became clear that McCain would not 

participate, Sen. Barack Obama’s campaign put 

no conditions on the interview. Obama spoke to 

Mark Segal by phone Sept. 16; an audio version 

of the interview will be posted at www.epgn.

com. In his first interview with the gay press 

since he officially took the Democratic nomina-

tion, here’s what Obama had to say.

 Mark Segal: You are the most LGBT-friendly 

candidate running for president in history. 

Are you concerned that John McCain and the 

Republicans might use this as a divisive issue 

as they did in 2004?

 Barack Obama: No. I think they can try, but I 

don’t think it will work for a couple of reasons. 

Number one, I think that the American peoples’ 

attitudes with respect to LGBT issues are con-

tinuing to evolve. I th
ink people are becoming 

more and more aware of the need to treat all 

people equally regardless of sexual orientation. 

There are some people who disagree with that, 

but frankly those folks—many of them—proba-

bly have already made their minds up about this 

election earlier.

 Segal: You’ve talked about your many gay 

friends. Would you and Michelle be comfort-

able attending their commitment ceremo-

nies?
 Obama: We would. But I’ll be honest with you 

that, these days, I can’t go anywhere.

 Segal: The current President Bush has used 
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Gene Copello
dies, led The 
AIDS Institute 
By BOB ROEHR 
 
Gene Copello, the executive director of The AIDS 
Institute, died Oct. 7 at the age of 49 at a Wash-
ington, D.C., area hospital. The cause of death 
involved complications of kidney disease. 
 Copello received his doctorate in public policy 
and medical ethics from Vanderbilt University, 
where he directed the Vanderbilt AIDS Project. 
That led to six years heading up the San Ma-
teo (Calif.) County AIDS Program, and a stint 
as chief of HIV services for the San Francisco 
Department of Health (SFDH). 
 The AIDS Institute evolved from a community-
based organization in the 1980s to later add 
ties to the University of South Florida College of 
Medicine. Copello first worked with the medical 
school and in the Tampa office of the Institute. 
He opened the Washington, D.C., policy and pro-
gram office in 2003. 
 It quietly became one of the most influential 
HIV advocacy groups in the capital, principally 

through Copello’s leadership in uniting other 
groups doing similar work. He exemplified the 
Washington maxim that much can be accom-
plished if one does not focus on who gets credit 
for the accomplishments. 
 He worked tirelessly to ensure that advocacy 
and resource allocation reflected the changing 
demographic and geographic face of the epi-
demic. 
 In a movement often dominated by anger, ego 
and larger-than-life personalities, Copello was 
the opposite. He had a zen-like calm about him, 
a low key sense of mirth, a quiet knowledge-
able professionalism and an abiding dedication 
to teaching and mentorship that garnered praise 
from a broad spectrum of those who met him. 
 One key to understanding his temperament 
and orientation might be found in the fact that 
he earned dual masters degrees in divinity and 
social work. 
  “He was one of the few AIDS office staffers 
[at the San Francisco Department of Health] who 
would return phone calls from me when I was 
reporting,” said Cynthia Laird, now editor of The 
Bay Area Reporter. 
 “Even though we were adversaries when he was 
head of the AIDS office, I always liked Gene,” 
said activist Michael Petrelis. “He returned my 
calls, not because he wanted to implement an 
idea of mine, but, he claimed, to hear what a 
critic of the DPH’s HIV program had to say. I’ll 
remember Gene as someone who went out of his 
way while in San Francisco to bring more voices 
to the AIDS debate.” 
  Michael King, an AIDS Institute board member 
from Alaska, said Copello “brought out the best 
in people and the best in me. His example al-
ways encouraged me to give my best and do my 
best for the Institute and in life as well.” 
 Michelle Long, director of HIV Health Servic-
es at SFDH, called Copello “a strong advocate 
for equality and fairness in the distribution of 
scarce resources for persons with HIV/AIDS.” 
   “He was a fervent leader in the domestic AIDS 
movement,” said Paul Kawata, executive direc-

tor of the National Minority AIDS Council. “Dr. 
Copello is irreplaceable.” 
 He is survived by his partner, Frederick 
Wright. 

A closer look at
the final debate
By liSA kEEN
kEEN NEWS SERvicE

The presidential candidates didn’t talk about 
anything explicitly gay-related during their final 
debate Oct. 15 in New York, but there was some 
important information for LGBT people hidden 
between the lines of discussions about taking a 
“hatchet” to the federal budget and whether to 
exclude a U.S. Supreme Court nominee over his 
or her position on abortion.
 On the budget, the responses have implica-
tions for important AIDS funding, such as the 
Ryan White CARE Act.
 “Sen. [John] McCain said he’d take a hatchet 
to the budget,” said U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette, D-
Colo., vice chair of the House Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, during an Obama campaign 
telephone conference with LGBT media Oct. 16. 
The Ryan White CARE Act, she said, is an exam-
ple of a program that is “already underfunded.”
 “We need to increase funding” for Ryan White 
said DeGette. “With those across-the-board cuts, 
the harm would be deeply felt.”
 The Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resourc-
es Emergency Act, first enacted in 1990, pro-
vides federal funding for treatment. Funding for 
the 2008 fiscal year was $2.1 billion.  
 McCain’s remark came in response to a ques-
tion from CBS News moderator Bob Schieffer, 
pressing both candidates to say what they would 
cut in order to reduce the federal deficit.
 “What would I cut?” said McCain. “I would 
have, first of all, across-the-board spending 
freeze, OK? Some people say that’s a hatchet. 
That’s a hatchet, and then I would get out a 
scalpel … because we have presided over the 
largest increase … in government since the 
Great Society. Government spending has gone 
completely out of control: $10 trillion dollar 
debt we’re giving to our kids, a half a trillion 
dollars we owe China. I know how to save bil-
lions of dollars in defense spending. I know how 
to eliminate programs.”
 Democrat Sen. Barack Obama said he would go 
through the federal budget “line by line, page by 
page” to eliminate programs that “don’t work.”
 “Programs that we need,” he said, “we should 
make them work better.
 Schieffer also asked the candidates: “Could 
either of you ever nominate someone to the 
Supreme Court who disagrees with you on this 
issue?”
 Roe v. Wade is the 1973 Supreme Court deci-
sion that ruled that laws prohibiting abortion 
violate the constitutional right to privacy. The 
ruling was important for gay legal challenges in 
later years, including the landmark 2003 deci-
sion that struck down laws prohibiting sodomy.
 McCain went first and reiterated his disagree-
ment with the Roe decision but said he would 
“never” use it as a litmus test for deciding who 
to nominate to the high court. Obama reiterated 
his support for Roe and said he would expect his 
nominee to respect the constitutional right to 
privacy.
 Schieffer asked McCain to clarify whether he 
wanted Roe v. Wade to be overturned.
 He did not respond directly to that question 
but said instead, “I thought it was a bad deci-
sion.”
 “I think there were a lot of decisions that 
were bad,” continued McCain, without explain-
ing. “I think that decisions should rest in the 
hands of the states. I’m a federalist. And I be-
lieve strongly that we should have nominees to 
the United States Supreme Court based on their 
qualifications rather than any litmus test.” He 
then mentioned his leadership in the bipartisan 
“Gang of 14” senators who collaborated to avert 
a filibuster or Senate shutdown over Supreme 

Court nominees.
 “You were offered a chance to join” that 
group, said McCain to Obama. “You chose not to 
because you were afraid of the appointment of, 
quote, ‘conservative judges.’”
 McCain noted that he voted for two Clinton 
appointees—Stephen Breyer and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, “[n]ot because I agreed with their 
ideology, but because I thought they were 
qualified and that elections have consequences 
when presidents are nominated.” He added that 
he would choose justices who “have a history 
of strict adherence to the Constitution, and not 
legislating from the bench.”
 The latter remark has, in recent years, been 
seen generally as a code phrase for justices who 
oppose same-sex marriages.
 Obama said he wouldn’t use a “strict litmus 
test” either but that the most important cri-
terion for him would be a judge’s “capacity to 
provide fairness and justice to the American 
people.”
 “I would not provide a litmus test, but I am 
somebody who believes that Roe v. Wade was 
rightly decided,” said Obama. “I think that abor-
tion is a very difficult issue and it is a moral 
issue and one that I think good people on both 
sides can disagree on. But what ultimately I be-
lieve is that women in consultation with their 
families, their doctors, their religious advisers, 
are in the best position to make this decision. 
And I think that the Constitution has a right to 
privacy in it that shouldn’t be subject to state 
referendum, any more than our First Amend-
ment rights are subject to state referendum, any 
more than many of the other rights that we have 
should be subject to popular vote.”
 The latter statement from Obama, while not 
referring to any gay-related issues, is seen as 
having implications for anti-gay ballot initia-
tives around the country that have sought to 
ban gays from marriage or—as in the 1990s—
exclude them from protection under civil-rights 
laws.
 ©2008 keen News Service

Gene copello. Photo by Bob Roehr

NATIONAL
ROUNDUP
By AMy WOOTEN
 
 Members of the so-called “ex-gay” com-
munity are suing the Washington d.c. Of-
fice of Human Rights for “failing to protest 
former homosexuals under its sexual orienta-
tion anti-discrimination law,” according to 
a press release from Parents and Friends of 
Ex-Gays & Gays (PFOX). The right-wing orga-
nization’s executive director Regina Griggs 
says that D.C.’s human rights act fails to pro-
tect the “most bullied and maligned group in 
American,” so-called ex-gays.
 In New York, a judge sentenced John l. 
McGhee—who murdered a Edgar Garzon, a 
gay man, in 2001—to 22 years to life in 
prison, according to Gay City News. At the 
sentencing, Leonor Garzon, the victim’s moth-
er said, “As you see Mr. McGhee, you have 
taken us from living a good life. ... Today, our 
companions are sadness and loneliness.”
 Financial expert and out lesbian Suze Or-
man is urging Florida voters to vote against 
the marriage amendment. In November, 
Florida voters will decide on Amendment 
2, also known as the Marriage Protection 
Amendment, which seeks to define marriage 
as between one man and one woman. If 
passed, Amendment 2 would also outlaw any 
other legal recognition of relationships, such 
as domestic partnerships and civil unions. 
Orman, who hosts her own financial advice 
show on CNBC, said, “My life’s work has been 
to help people, particularly women, take re-
sponsibility for their own financial security. 
This amendment will undermine the ability of 
people in Florida to protect themselves.”
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‘Evening’ stars at Howard Brown gala
 The annual Howard Brown Health center (HBHc) gala was titled “An Evening at the Aragon,” 
and was held Oct. 18 on the north Side at the historic Aragon Ballroom, 1106 W. lawrence. the 
elegant setting was a welcome change of pace from the usual hotel ballroom. The location was 
the site of many legendary gay parties of the 1970s and, of course, still today is home to major 
rock concerts. Event co-chairs were Bradford Ballast, dawn Hancock and l. Patrick léFlore.
 HBHc President and cEO Michael c. cook presented the four awards for the evening. The first 
honor was the Spirit Award to a staff member, which went to lead medical assistant Tina Shaik. 
longtime Hiv/AidS group facilitator david Gitomer received a Friend for life Award, as did 
Advocate illinois Masonic Medical center. The final award went to attorney Mary york, who died 
of cancer earlier this year. in her lifetime, she had declined the honor because she felt others 
deserved it more; her partner, laGenia Bailey, allowed HBHc to give york the Friend for life 
Award posthumously, and accepted in her honor. york helped oversee the partnership of HBHc 
with the lesbian community cancer (now care) Project. Photos by kat Fitzgerald; see more at 
www.WindycityMediaGroup.com and www.MysticimagesPhotography.com
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Chicagoan among
those killed in
helicopter crash
By AMy WOOTEN

A Chicagoan was one of four individuals killed in 
a tragic medical helicopter crash last week.
 Air Angels medical nurse William Mann Jr., 31, 
was killed alongside two other crew members 
and a 14-month-old infant during the crash, 
which took place Oct. 15 in suburban Aurora.
 Mann spent his career saving lives, not only 
for Air Angels, a medical transport company, but 
also as a suburban police officer, a paramedic 
and an emergency room nurse at several hospi-
tals, including Chicago’s Advocate Illinois Ma-
sonic Medical Center.
 His family wants him to be remembered as a 
hero.
 “He was an amazing man,” Mann’s aunt, El-
lyn Phillips, told Windy City Times. “He was that 
person who is always taking care of people.”
 Mann was raised in Norridge, Ill., where his 
parents reside. He is also survived by two sisters 
as well as friend Nick Dallas, according to the 
Chicago Sun-Times.
 A memorial was held Monday, Oct. 20. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to Children’s Memorial Hospital.

Murdered man
found in
Lakeview eatery
 A Lakeview man was found murdered in the 
basement of the local restaurant he worked for.
 The body of Randall Hilderbrand, 47, was 
found in the basement of Lucca’s Restaurant, 
located at 2834 N. Southport, Wed., Oct. 15. 
Hilderbrand lived on the 3500 block on North 
Lake Shore Drive.
 Hilderbrand was part-owner and manager of 

the restaurant. Messages left at the eatery were 
not returned.
 Police say that Hilderbrand knew his killer. A 
recent autopsy ruled that his death was a homi-
cide, according to the Chicago Tribune.

Nikki Giovanni
raps about rap
By yASMiN NAiR

The poet and author Nikki Giovanni is best 
known for her essays and poetry on Black history 
and civil rights issues. Over the last 10 years, 
she’s also become renowned for her children’s 
books. These include 2005’s Rosa, on the late 
Rosa Parks. 
 Giovanni, a Distinguished Professor of English 
at Virginia Tech, was recently in Chicago as part 
of a book tour to launch the publication of her 
two latest children’s books, Hip Hop Speaks to 
Children: A Celebration of Poetry with a Beat 
and Lincoln and Douglass. She spoke at Women 
and Children First to a packed audience of ap-
proximately 125. Although the Oct. 18 event 
was billed as a “family event” and began at 4:30 
p.m. to accommodate children’s schedules, only 
a dozen or so of the attendees were actually 
children. 
 The author spoke first about Hip Hop Speaks 
to Children, in a rapid-fire style, while slipping 
in an occasional comment about the current 
election season, much to the delight of her adult 
audience. Giovanni spoke about why she felt the 
need to write a children’s book about Hip Hop. 
Criticizing “cultural critics” like Bill Cosby, she 
said that the blanket condemnation of the music 
genre as dangerous and violent was unwarrant-
ed: “Somebody needs to show these kids [the 
musicians] respect. Somebody my age needs to 
speak up.” 
 Hip Hop is designed as an anthology of po-
etry, featuring the work of gay icons Langston 
Hughes and Gwendolyn Brooks, as well as other 
entertainers such as Queen Latifah; it comes 

with a CD of performances. Giovanni said her in-
tent was to show children Hip Hop’s history as 
an established music tradition with roots going 
back to the “vernacular” and oral traditions of 
rhythm and communication, including the seem-
ingly remote traditions of Italian opera and the 
more readily seen influences of traditional ser-
mons in Black churches. Giovanni appeared par-
ticularly concerned about letting children and 
youth know that there were distinctions in the 
genre itself: “If we show [children] the breadth 
and reach of Hip Hop, we give them the tools to 
see which kind is legitimate and which is not.” 
 Speaking about Lincoln and Douglass, Gio-
vanni said her attempt in this book was to pro-
vide an illustrated story about the friendship 
between Abraham Lincoln and the abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass. 

Ill. increases 
access to 
AIDS drug program
 Effective Oct. 1, Illinois became one of only 
a handful of states to increase the Illinois AIDS 
Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) income limit to 
500 percent of the federal poverty level, mean-
ing more people will have access to the pro-
gram.
 State Rep. Sara Feigenholtz played a large role 
in seeing that Illinois raised the income limit 
from 400 percent to 500 percent of the federal 
poverty level.
 According to AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Il-
linois is the ninth state to raise the income limit 
above 400 percent, and only one of six states to 
raise it to 500 percent.
 That means that the program will allow single 
individuals making up to $52,000, and couples 
making up to $70,000, to access the service.
 ADAP provides life-saving HIV-related drugs 
and therapies to individuals.

BEHIV to exhibit 
client art
 Better Existence with HIV (BEHIV) announced 
that it will hold its annual exhibit of artwork 
created by its Art Therapy clients Nov. 7 through 
Dec. 6. 
 The exhibit, titled “Emerging Energy,” will kick 
off with an opening reception and fundraiser on 
Nov. 7, 5:30-7 p.m., at the Center on Halsted’s 
Irving Harris Family Foundation Reception Hall, 
3656 N. Halsted St.
 BEHIV’s Art Therapy program used to receive 
federal funding, but those funds have been 
eliminated. The HIV/AIDS agency continues the 
program through the support of fundraising ef-
forts.
 See www.behiv.org.

QYC is now
Youth Outlook
 The Naperville gay organization formerly 
known as the Questioning Youth Center is now 
known as Youth Outlook.
 Outlook officially launched its new name and 
logo at its 10th-anniversary gala, which was 
held Oct. 11. The new Web site is www.youth-
outlook.org. 

New AIDS Web 
site launched
 AIDS Foundation of Chicago (AFC) announced 
a new community Web site that aims to connect 
users to area HIV/AIDS resources and serve as a 
“one stop shop” for HIV-related events, volun-
teer opportunities, information and more.
 The site, AIDS Connect, links individuals to 
Chicago area HIV/AIDS resources. It is hosted 
by AFC’s Service Providers Council. According to 
a press release, AIDS Connect “will serve as the 
new and improved community site for the Chi-
cago HIV/AIDS community.”
 See www.aidsconnect.net.

Halloween parade to
be a rat race
 Triangle Neighbors Association, a branch of 
the Lake View Citizens’ Council, announced that 
“Franken Rat” will be the theme of this year’s 
Northalsted Halloween Costume Parade. 
 According to a press release, the theme of 
“Rats” was chosen because of the Chinese zo-
diac. 
 The costume contest for kids, pets, adults and 
groups will take place Oct. 31. Winners will re-
ceive thousands of dollars in cash and prizes. 
 The 12th annual parade will step off at Melrose 
and Halsted at 7 p.m., proceed north to Bromp-
ton and then return to the main stage at Halsted 
and Roscoe. 
 Registration opens at 5:30 p.m. at Spin, 800 
W. Belmont, and closes at 6:45 p.m.
 Call 312-391-3355 or see www.lakeviewciti-
zens.org/halloween.asp.

Saugatuck B&B
one of world’s best
 A gay-owned Saugatuck area bed-and-break-
fast was chosen as one of the Top 12 Inns 
Worldwide in the annual BedandBreakfast.com 
Awards.
 Kingsley House Bed and Breakfast Inn is lo-
cated in Fennville, Mich., which is located in 
the Saugatuck area. Saugatuck is a very popular 
travel destination for gay and lesbian Chicago-
ans.
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 On Oct. 15, a third public hearing gave peo-
ple one more chance to voice their opinions 
on any of the 20 proposed new Chicago Pub-
lic Schools, including the Social Justice High 
School-Pride Campus. The hearing was held in 
the CPS board chambers at 125 S. Clark.
 About 40 people came to the hearing held 
at the CPS Board Chamber downtown where 25 
educators, parents and community members 
spoke. Of those, four spoke on behalf of the 
Pride Campus—three saying it was a great op-
portunity for LGBT teens to have a school con-
centrated on their support and acceptance. 
 “If I had an opportunity to attend a high 
school with an open mind about what I was 
struggling with internally for years—my sexual 
identity—the power of knowledge and com-
munity support would have empowered me to 
sooner understand that I do belong,” said 28-
year-old Lawrence Perea, who is a member of 
the Advisory Council on LGBT Issues. 
 The Rev. Kevin Tindell, who leads the Gale-

wood United Church of Christ and is the parent 
of a 7th-grade boy who is currently questioning 
his sexuality, said that the school is a neces-
sary and overdue move toward LGBT tolerance. 
 “This is a proactive step to a just commu-
nity,” said Tindell. 
 However, Yasmin Nair, a lesbian and Chicago 
freelance writer, said the school is not a step 
forward for the LBGT youth, but a step towards 
more seclusion between the straight and gay 
communities. [Editor’s note: Nair is a columnist 
and writer for Windy City Times.]
 The CPS board proposed the school Oct. 8 
and a public hearing was held that same night 
at the Center on Halsted, where many also 
spoke in support for the school.
 “The Office of New Schools believes that 
these schools will be positive additions to 
the community as public schools with rigor-
ous standards for high academic achievement,” 
said Angie Alleman, recruitment coordinator 
for the Office of New Schools.

SCHOOL from cover
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Writing for 
freedom
If I think back on the steps that brought me 
to embrace being gay, they follow a path lit-
tered with books. First was Advise and Consent, 
a wildly popular novel from the late 1950s that I 
read before starting high school. The main char-
acter, a senator who had a gay affair while in 
the army, commits suicide when he’s threatened 
with exposure. From there I moved on to An-
other Country by James Baldwin. One gay char-
acter kills himself. Another finds happiness, but 
only by moving to France. My life prospects had 
now improved to 50-50, but how would I get 
to France?
 In college, I read Oscar Wilde’s De Profundis. 
It’s an eloquent, passionate, and strong-willed 
defense of love between men, but Wilde wrote it 
while in jail, which is where, apparently, you end 
up if you’re gay. Books were letting me imagine 
that there were other homosexuals in the world. 
They were even giving me the words to defend 
my feelings and attractions. But jolly and hope-
ful they weren’t.
 Then, in 1973, Mimi, a friend who identified 
as bisexual and lived in a group household, gave 
me a brand-new novel that, Mimi said, she read 
in a single sitting. It was published by some-
thing called Daughters Press, a feminist collec-
tive in Vermont; the author was a lesbian activ-
ist named Rita Mae Brown; and the intriguing 
title was Rubyfruit Jungle. 
 Sure enough, it was an irresistible page-turner. 
Brown seized upon core American themes and 
shaped them into a completely lovable lesbian 
coming-of-age story. Molly Bolt, the narrator, 
perfectly fit the mold of a rugged individualist; 
she was determined to clear her own path in life. 
Just like the heroes of 19th-century Horatio Al-
ger novels, with luck and pluck Molly was going 
to rise from her dirt-poor origins until success 
was hers. She did all this with a side-splitting, 
sassy humor that made me laugh out loud. Sure, 
as a woman and a dyke she faced trials and trib-
ulations. But you knew—I knew—that nothing 
would stop her. I had never before read anything 
like this, and I, too, stayed up all night to fin-
ish.
 I don’t think it was an accident that the au-
thor of Rubyfruit Jungle had already cut her 
teeth in the lesbian, gay and women’s liberation 
movements. Rita Mae Brown created a ruckus 
in the National Organization for Women when 
she raised lesbian issues. She helped write “The 
Woman-Identified Woman,” one of the clas-
sic radical lesbian manifestos of the time (its 
opening line: “What is a lesbian? A lesbian is 
the rage of all women condensed to the point of 
explosion.”). As part of the “Lavender Menace” 
contingent, she disrupted a feminist conference 
in 1970 in order to make lesbian issues visible. 
Brown was also in the collective that published 
The Furies, an influential lesbian-feminist jour-
nal of that period.
 Rubyfruit Jungle was a new kind of queer writ-
ing. It was writing designed to set its readers 
free. Now that kind of political writing, I know, 
can lead to some pretty dreadful books. But, in 
this case, it produced a novel that, 35 years lat-
er, still thrills readers of every sexual persuasion. 
Reading it in 1973 alerted me to something that 
was going on among lesbian activists that I 
didn’t yet see happening much in my gay male 
circles. Lesbian feminists seemed to believe in 
the power of culture to help remake the world. 
 One way of grasping this difference is to look 
at two of Chicago’s early queer newspapers: 
Lavender Woman (LW), which ran from 1971 
to 1976; and Gay Crusader, published between 
1973 and 1976. At the risk of a generalization 

that I know won’t hold true for every page, the 
Crusader tended to report on news and events. It 
was about the activities of a movement—dem-
onstrations, organizations, political happenings. 
LW was about culture, consciousness, and ideas. 
It covered at length the new world of women’s 
music. It explored lesbian literary history. It was 
as likely to have a centerfold of poems as it was 
to include photos of a rally.
 This emphasis on culture as a force for libera-
tion shines through in the annual lesbian writ-
ers conferences held in Chicago between 1974 
and 1978. The conferences were the inspiration 
of Marie Kuda, whose own history of community 
activism stretched back before Stonewall. Val-
erie Taylor, who keynoted the first conference, 
remembered getting a telephone call near the 
end of Chicago’s winter. She heard Kuda saying 
“What we need here is a lesbian writers’ confer-
ence!” So Taylor said “fine” and a few women 
gathered at her North Side apartment to begin 
planning. According to Taylor, Kuda was “the en-
ergy and the brain power” behind all five confer-
ences.
 The conferences took place on the South Side, 
initially at First Unitarian Church in Hyde Park, 
and later at the Blue Gargoyle. Women came 
from as far away as Boston, Florida and Colo-
rado. Even though some notable figures attend-
ed—Paula Christian who, besides Taylor, was 
another icon of the lesbian-pulp era, spoke at 
one—Kuda meant the conferences as “a meeting 
of equals.”
 Saturdays consisted of a series of workshops 
that, according to one participant, filled “every 
nook and cranny of the First Unitarian Church, 
from the loft to the crypts.” Workshops ran the 
gamut from the practical to the creative to the 
slightly ridiculous. Given the strong homopho-
bic bias among mainstream publishers, lesbian 
writers worked hard to master the technicali-
ties of self-publishing. Independent lesbian 
presses were springing up around the country 
in he 1970s, and these Chicago conferences 
helped lesbians teach each other the mechanics 
of publication and distribution. Representatives 
of women’s presses and magazines came each 
year and generously shared their mailing lists. 
By the third gathering in 1976, one attendee 
commented that “slowly and methodically lesbi-
ans are beginning to chip away at barriers that 
seemed impenetrable.”
 Many of the sessions focused on the creative 
process. There were workshops on fiction, po-
etry, journalism, and theater. Women risked the 
vulnerability of sharing their work with strang-
ers. At one workshop, lesbian feminist beliefs in 
collectivity led to the writing of a short story 
together, with each participant contributing a 
sentence at a time. This drove at least one of 
the women there to the edge of distraction. But 
more often, women left workshops filled, as one 
wrote, with “an intense and exhilarating ener-
gy.”
 The conferences also paid respect to lesbian 
literary history. “All of us build on the lives of 
those who have gone before,” Valerie Taylor told 
those at the first conference. Keynote speak-
ers described the work of writers from Sappho 
through Virginia Woolf. Others presented slide 
shows with images of writers and their books. 
Tee Corinne gave a presentation on the visual 
history of lesbian sexuality with a sampling of 
the 5,000 slides she had amassed in the course 
of her research. These conferences were about 
the creative process, for sure. But they also at-
tempted to teach history at a time when there 
weren’t many queer courses in colleges and uni-
versities.
 And there were moments of fun. I wish I could 
have been at the Saturday night party in 1978 
when many of the attendees came in costume, 
dressed as their favorite lesbian literary hero.
 Putting on these conferences was a massive 
amount of work. In 1978, Kuda announced that 
the fifth was likely to be the last. But she shared 
with those who were there her utopian fantasy 
of the future: “My greatest dream is for a week-
long festival of lesbian arts with music at one 
end, literature at the other. In between, all the 
visual arts. Wouldn’t it be great at McCormick 
Place—right after Illinois passes the ERA?”
 copyright 2008 John d’Emilio

7Oct. 22, 2008

PETA wants gay-
friendly school 
to be veggie
 PETA is urging the design team of the pro-
posed gay-friendly Chicago public high school 
to institute a vegetarian-only menu. 
 If approved by the Chicago Board of Educa-
tion on Oct. 22, the Social Justice High School 
Pride Campus would open in 2010. While the 
Pride Campus would be open to all students, 
it would focus on creating a safe and affirming 
for LGBTQ students and their allies.
 In a letter to Social Justice High School as-
sistant principal Chad Weiden (who would serve 
as the Pride Campus principal), PETA’s director 
of media relations Michael McGraw wrote, “Op-
pression—regardless of the species or sexual 
orientation of the victim—is dead wrong. To 
truly succeed in teaching tolerance and fight-
ing oppression, the Pride Campus needs to 
keep prejudice out of its classrooms and off its 
plates.”

Suburban bus driver 
fired for anti-gay 
taunting, attack
 An elementary school bus driver in Bourbon-
nais, Ill., allegedly encouraged and participat-
ed in an attack against a 10-year-old student. 
 According to Kankakee police, while riding 
on the bus, the student was taunted by the bus 
driver and called “gay.” Police said the driver 
also encouraged other students to chase and 
beat the child when he got off the bus, and 
supposedly joined in on the chase and attack. 
 The Daily Journal reported that Russell 

Schmalz, 46, was arrested and charged with 
mob action, endangering the life of a child and 
battery. Police are investigating other allega-
tions, as well.
 According to the Bourbonnais School Dis-
trict, the bus driver was fired. 

Screening for 
film about 
radical queer youth
 Columbia College Chicago’s Ellen Stone Belic 
Institute for the Study of Women & Gender in 
the Arts & Media will co-sponsor a film screen-
ing and public lecture of Homotopia: Love Rev-
olution Not State Delusion on Wed., Oct. 22. 
 The film, set in the future, chronicles a group 
of radical queer youth. 
 The free event starts at 7 p.m. at Columbia 
College Chicago’s Ferguson Theater, 600 S. 
Michigan.

YPC to mark
five years Oct. 22
 Youth Pride Center will mark five years serv-
ing LGBT youth of color with a five-year anni-
versary banquet Wed., Oct. 22, at the Marmon 
Grand, 2230 S. Michigan, at 7 p.m. Chicago 
Alderman Sandi Jackson is slated to be the 
keynote speaker, and the 2008 youth advocate 
of the year will be honored.
 This black-tie event is $25 in advance. Con-
tact Dejon (youth chair) at 773-573-8745 for 
more information.

CHICAGO
GAY HISTORY
By JOHN d’EMiliO
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and move forward with Dobson’s induction. 
Radio Ink also reported that in a recent letter 
to the Radio Hall of Fame Steering Committee, 
chairman Bruce DuMont wrote that the Dump 
Dobson Coalition has “completely clouded the 
issues.” 
 In a previous interview with Windy City Times, 
DuMont stressed that the 2008 inductees were 
voted on by the general public, as well as Hall 
of Fame members, broadcast industry leaders, 
historians and educators. He added that the 
National Radio Hall of Fame does not take a 
nominee or inductee’s political affiliation into 
consideration, nor does it endorse or support a 
nominee or inductee’s personal views.
 Truth Wins Out Executive Director Wayne 
Besen told Windy City Times that so far, the 
coalition has received a “great response.” He 
added that with the upcoming election, it will 
take extra work to mobilize the LGBT commu-
nity. He added that he has not had his calls 
and e-mails to the MBC returned.
 This year, the MBC opened up the balloting 
process to the public. According to Besen, the 
change in the voting process allowed Dob-
son, through his widely syndicated Focus on 
the Family radio program, to “stuff the ballot 
box.”
 “It was a given he should win,” Besen added. 
“Radio is a hotbed of controversial and dis-
criminatory language and inflammatory rheto-
ric. To have a process where anybody can get 
in, any demagogue ... is a recipe for disaster.”
 Besen believes that opening up the process 
“diminishes and demeans” the museum. 
 Gay Liberation Network’s Bob Schwartz won-
dered if the local museum is genuine when it 

says that no political consideration is made 
when it comes to nominees: “If this is true, 
why is Don Imus [who has made racist remarks 
on the air] excluded?”
 Although Schwartz and others feel that it is 
necessary to exclude an individual like Imus 
from the Hall of Fame, they believe that al-
lowing in Dobson, who has made a number of 
anti-gay remarks over the years, is a double 
standard.
 Dobson has been qouted as saying that al-
lowing same-sex marraige will “destroy the 
earth.” Over the years, he has misqouted sci-
entific research to scapegoat LGBT people and 
spread myths and stereotypes. A number of sci-
entists have accused Dobson of manipulating 
their research. Dobson also founded a so-called 
ex-gay ministry, called Love Won Out.
 “This is not somebody you honor,” Besen 
said. “This is outrageous and unbelievable.”
 Equality Illinois Director of Public Policy Rick 
Garcia stressed that the Dump Dobson Coali-
tion believes that diverse opinions should be 
allowed on the radio. However, Dobson abuses 
the radio airwaves, he added.
 “He is using the airwaves to spread hate,” 
Garcia said. “This is an atrocity.”
 Garcia added that if the museum moves for-
ward with its plans to award Dobson, it should 
change its name to the “Radio Hall of Shame.”
 At the recent press conference, the Dump 
Dobson Coalition also unveiled its new ad cam-
paign, which debuted in a mainstream news-
paper Friday, Oct. 17. The coalition plans to 
launch a “signature ad” campaign in local LGBT 
publications, as well.
 See www.dumpdobson.com for more informa-
tion.
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Tuesday, October 28
7:30 p.m.

Leslie Walker Williams
The Prudent Mariner 

Wednesday, October 29
7:30 p.m.

Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore
So Many Ways to Sleep Badly

5233 N. Clark
(773) 769-9299

wcfbooks@aol.com
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com 

Parking Available
Wheelchair Accessible 

Just 45 minutes a week at a Weight
Watchers meeting can change your 

perspective, your wordrobe, and your
relationship with food. It’s the change 
that leads to more changes. And that 
can mean never having to diet again.

Check Out a Meeting for FREE*

Weight Watchers is Coming To
Chicago’s Howard Brown Health Center!

Meetings will be held at 
Howard Brown Health Center

4025 N. Sheridan Rd.

Every Monday at 6:30 pm

1 800 379-5757
WeightWatchers.com

Weigh-in begins 30 minutes prior to meeting time.
A Free meeting visit is available year-round.  The Free meet-
ing does not include Program materials. If you decide to join,
you will get the first week’s Program materials and pay the
fees then in effect to join. Available in participating areas only.
©2008 Weight Watchers International, Inc., owner of the
Weight Watchers registered trademark. All rights reserved.

45 MINUTES A WEEK CAN
CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Stop Dieting, Start Living.

CNOW gala: Time for ‘Change’
 The chicago branch of the National Organization for Women (cNOW) held its 11th annual 
Women Who Dared cocktail reception and silent auction Oct. 15 at newberry library, 60 
W. Walton. The theme was “change is in the Air.” cNOW honored Gail H. Morse (pictured 
in the right photo on the left), a partner at Jenner & Block law firm and vice chair of the 
Women’s Treatment center, a residential substance abuse treatment facility for women; and 
donna Thompson, cEO of Access community Health Network, which provides comprehensive 
community-based healthcare for the underserved in greater chicago. Photos by kat Fitzgerald; 
see more at www.WindycityMediaGroup.com and www.MysticimagesPhotography.com

Have your
premiums
increased 
recently?

See me:
Charles T. Rhodes,

Agent
2472 N. Clark

773.281.0890
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

(not in NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company (NJ)
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois
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Wayne
Besen at
the press
conference.
Photo by
Amy WootenBerkus judges event

 Basil Hayden (BH) Bourbon returned to chicago on Oct. 16 to promote its luxury brand of 
liquor. The event—held at crimson lounge, 333 N. dearborn—was sponsored by Out Magazine 
and chicago Home and Garden. This year’s event kept the design element, but made the con-
cept into a competition with a big incentive: $10,000. Guests were given a coin to cast a vote 
on the winning design with a tally count by out celebrity designer judge Nate Berkus. the end 
of the evening the 36-inch chandelier designed by Rion Stassi won the challenge. Photos by 
kat Fitzgerald and text by Emmanuel Garcia; see more at www.WindycityMediaGroup.com and 
www.MysticimagesPhotography.com

Nate
Berkus.
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Austrian far-right
leader leaves gay bar,
dies in car crash
 Jörg Haider, governor of Austria’s Carinthia 
province and a leader among far-right European 
politicians, crashed his car and died after leav-
ing a gay bar in the city of Klagenfurt Oct. 11.
 Police said his blood-alcohol level was more 
than three times the legal limit for driving.
 Haider, 58, was married with children, though 
rumors had swirled for years that he was secret-
ly gay. He had been outed by gay activists and 
newspapers that included Britain’s The Guard-
ian, Germany’s Die Tageszeitung and Austria’s 
Der Standard.
 Britain’s Telegraph said Haider’s “charismatic 
populism was instrumental in moving anti-im-
migrant politics from Europe’s fringes towards 
the mainstream and breaking the grip on gov-
ernment of established centrist parties which he 
said had lost touch with the people.”
 From 2000 to 2002, the Freedom Party, which 
Haider briefly headed during that period, was 
half of a governing coalition in Austria.
 Critics viewed Haider as an ultranationalist, 
extremist, racist xenophobe. In 1995, the U.S. 
Anti-Defamation League accused him of making 
“numerous statements utilizing Holocaust ter-
minology or legitimizing Nazi policy and activi-
ties.”
 Haider routinely disparaged the European 
Union, of which Austria is a member.

Polish gay march
OK’d, then banned
 Officials in Krakow, Poland, OK’d an Oct. 31 
gay march, then turned around and banned it 
after Polish President Lech Kaczynski announced 
plans to attend a celebration of the anniversary 
of Krakow’s independence the same day.
 Gay groups planned to march to the grave of 
King Wladyslaw III, who they claim was gay, on 
the anniversary of his death.
 City officials had said they were fine with the 
two events occurring simultaneously but, after 
Kaczynski’s announcement, they banned all oth-
er street events and demonstrations for the day 
and said the king’s grave would be closed.
 “It is hard to say (if) Kaczynski (is) in Krakow 
to ban our march or just to be part of Krakow’s 
event,” said activist Lukasz Palucki. “Informa-
tion about our meeting was in the biggest Polish 
media so I am sure he knew about our march.”
 In 2007, gay pride organizers in Warsaw won 
a European Court of Human Rights case against 
Kaczynski, who, as mayor of Warsaw, banned the 
2005 pride parade.

 Kaczynski has said that if homosexuality “were 
to be promoted on a grand scale, the human race 
would disappear” and that he opposes “propa-
gating gay orientation.”

Head of British
army addresses
gay conference
 The head of Britain’s army, Gen. Richard Dan-
natt, chief of the general staff, made history by 
addressing a gay conference in London Oct. 9, 
The Sunday Telegraph reported.
 In remarks to the Fourth Joint Conference 
on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transsexual Mat-
ters, Dannatt said that respecting GLBT officers 
and soldiers is “a command responsibility” that 
is mandatory to ensure “operational effective-
ness.”
 “We have made real progress in our under-
standing of equality and diversity in the military 
context, and there is a desire to achieve more 
yet,” he said. “Respect for others is not an op-
tional extra, it is a command responsibility and 
an essential part of leadership, teamwork and 
operational effectiveness.”
 Britain’s armed forces lifted their gay ban in 
2000 on orders from the European Court of Hu-
man Rights.

Finnish newspaper
editor claims
anti-gay firing
 The incoming editor of the Finnish provincial 
newspaper Lapin Kansa says she was fired before 
starting work because management found out 
she is in a registered same-sex partnership.
 Johanna Korhonen also says she was offered 
100,000 euros (US$133,000) to keep quiet 
about the situation.
 However, Alma Media CEO Kai Telanne said 
the company terminated Korhonen because she 
failed to reveal that her partner is involved in 
politics.
 Reports said Korhonen’s spouse was running 
for a seat on the City Council in Vantaa, a city of 
190,000 people near Helsinki.
 Korhonen countered that the political issue 
was irrelevant if the couple was moving hun-
dreds of miles to the Lapland capital of Rovani-
emi for Korhonen’s new job.
 Finnish President Tarja Halonen said she was 
shocked by Korhonen’s firing.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

“i’M SORRy, BUT i dON’T TRUST SOMEONE 
WHO SMilES all the time, even when they’re 
saying cutting things. I don’t trust someone 
who uses words like ‘heck,’ ‘darn,’ and ‘doggone 
it’ to show how genteel they are. I don’t trust 
someone who says ‘nucular’ instead of ‘nuclear.’ 
(Why can’t Republicans pronounce that word?) 
I don’t trust someone who says ‘Can I call you 
Joe?’ then calls you ‘Senator Biden’ for 90 
gosh darn minutes. I don’t trust someone who 
says she’s a mom when in actuality she’s also 
a grandmother. (And yes, the unborn child is 
already a living being and has been for quite 
some time, according to Palin’s principles.) 
But mainly, I don’t trust someone who has pre-
rehearsed answers and gives them even if they 
don’t fit the questions!” — Gay Village Voice 
columnist Michael Musto on his blog Oct. 2 after 
watching the vice presidential debate between 
Sarah Palin and Joe Biden.

“THERE’S A cAliFOR-
NiA PROPOSiTiON ON 
THE BAllOT THAT’S A 
liTTlE cONFUSiNG. It’s 
Proposition 8. It’s called, 
‘The California Marriage 
Protection Act’—but don’t 
let the name fool you. It’s 
not protecting anyone’s 
marriage. Not yours. Not 
mine. The wording of Prop 
8 is tricky. It’s like if some-
one asked you, ‘You don’t 
want dessert, right?’ But 
you do want dessert so you say, ‘Yes,’ which re-
ally means you don’t want dessert. And if you 
say, ‘No,’ which means you do want dessert—it 
sounds like you don’t. Either way, you don’t 
get what you want. See—confusing. Just like 
Prop. 8. So, in case I haven’t made myself 
clear, I’m for gay marriage. And in order to 
protect that right—please vote no on Proposi-
tion 8. And now that you’re informed, spread 
the word. I’m begging you. I can’t return the 
wedding gifts—I love my new toaster.” — El-
len DeGeneres on her Web site, Sept. 24.

“THEy ARE TRyiNG TO ... STOP gay people 
from marrying, like somehow Portia and I stay-
ing at home watching Dancing With the Stars 
is affecting anybody.” — Ellen DeGeneres on 
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Oct. 1.

“i dON’T SEE THE MARRiAGE OF TWO lOv-
iNG iNdividUAlS as a threat to anyone else’s 
relationship. I really don’t understand the 
gut reaction that these people are having (to 
same-sex marriage). I think there’s entirely 
too much preoccupation with what people 
do behind their bedroom doors. And I think 
it’s unhealthy. ... I don’t understand why they 
have to spend time thinking about it, worrying 
about it, wondering about it. I don’t get it.” 
— Jeanne Phillips, who writes the Dear Abby 
column, to the Palm Springs gay magazine The 
BottomLine, Sept. 26.

“i AM OPTiMiSTic (ABOUT BARAck OBAMA). 
I don’t think there’s much of a question. I have 
a lot of faith in the American people not to be 
idiots.” — Out screenwriter/director/producer 
Alan Ball (American Beauty, Six Feet Under, 
True Blood) to the New York Post, Sept. 7.

“BEcAUSE NO ONE HAS THE RiGHT TO dENy 
another their life, even though they disagree 
with it, because everyone has the right to live 
the life they so desire if it doesn’t harm an-
other and because discrimination has no place 

in America, my vote will be for equality and 
against Proposition 8.” — Actor Brad Pitt in 
a Sept. 17 statement announcing a $100,000 
contribution to the campaign to defeat the 
Nov. 4 voter initiative to amend the California 
Constitution to undo the state’s legalization of 
same-sex marriage.

“i dON’T REAlly HAvE AN OPiNiON ON 
iT (GAy MARRiAGE), to tell you the truth. I 
think people have to do what they feel they 
have to do. Not being gay myself, I don’t have 
the same frame of reference—do you know 
what I’m saying? I don’t know what it is to feel 
like you can never be married or any of that, 
because I am married, I have kids and I have 
all those things. It’s uncharted ground for me 
personally; I can’t even make a comment on 
it.” — Singer Donna Summer to the Michigan 
gay newspaper Between The Lines, Aug. 21.

“i WENT TO NEW ORlEANS AFTER kATRiNA. 
I knew people who died in Katrina. ... The fact 
that the storm got this type of reaction from 
this administration—there are not even words 
to describe how appalling that is. And that we 
as a country are so cowed by it ... that we, 
that the media, didn’t do anything about them 
not doing anything. I honestly think people 
will look back on this era, this administra-
tion, in the same way we look back on slav-
ery and go, How the fuck did that happen? 
What on earth? How could it have gotten that 
wrong that people didn’t see it?” — Openly 
gay R.E.M. singer Michael Stipe to the magazine 
Room 100, summer 2008 issue.

“i cOME FROM MASSAcHUSETTS, and they’ve 
had it (same-sex marriage) in Massachusetts 
for a long time. And it’s fine. The world doesn’t 
collapse. You know, I must admit, I go to West 
Hollywood—people know that’s the gay area. 
The nicest area, the cleanest area, the safest 
area. I mean, I don’t get it. I mean, if two 
people want to have something together—the 
economy is falling apart, I don’t care what you 
do!” — Host Jay Leno on The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno, Oct. 1.

“yES, WE HAvE FOUR cHildREN and we’re 
trying to find the right time.” — Singer Melissa 
Etheridge telling the TV show Extra on Oct. 1 
that she and partner Tammy Lynn Michaels will 
be getting married.

“ANyTiME THEy (THE dEMOcRATS) TOUcH 
HER (SARAH PAliN), it’s going to be, ‘Oh, 
she’s a woman, be careful.’ The Democrats 
have been so stupid through this whole thing. 
I can’t even discuss it; bunch of fucking mo-
rons.” — Comedian Joan Rivers to San Diego’s 
Gay & Lesbian Times, Sept. 11.

—Assistance: Bill Kelley

i don’t trust
someone

who smiles
all the time.
—Michael Musto (right)
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Obama wins—
then what?
Who can blame John McCain and Sarah Palin 
for saying that Barack Obama is “palling around 
with terrorists?” The GOP ticket is bombing so 
badly that they must blow up the race to have 
a shot at winning. Palin, about as subtle as a 
moose in an igloo, telegraphed the pugnacious 
plan of smearing Obama by sneering that they 
will “take the gloves off.”
 But, even in their attacks, the McCain cam-
paign is a mumble jumble of mixed messages. 
On one hand, they tried to portray Obama as a 
closeted Muslim by having Lee County Florida 
Sheriff, Mike Scott, call the Democratic candi-
date “Barack Hussein Obama.” However, Sarah 
Palin quickly reminded voters of Obama’s former 
pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright. This might 
leave voters who are just tuning into the race 
wondering why this supposed Muslim spent so 
much time in church.
 The truth is, the McCain/Palin experiment is a 
dud. He’s looking too old and she’s looking too 
new. McCain has gone from a man of stature to 
just plain stodgy, while Palin has been reduced 
from fresh to freshman. She needs more season-
ing, while he’s stayed at least one season too 
many. He appears long in the tooth, while she 
can’t help baring her fangs.

 Palin’s nasty one-liners aren’t resonating at a 
time when peoplesâ€™ bank accounts are flat lin-
ing. Cutthroat politics don’t work as well when 
people are cutting back on gas and groceries. 
In a time of grave economic harm, one needs 
more than folksy charm. Sure, Palin can wink, 
but people want to know if she can think.
 With Barrack Obama and Joe Biden emerging 
as the adults in the race, they are beginning 
to pull away. The McCain campaign suspended 
its operations in Michigan, and a Washington 
Post/ABC-News poll has Obama/Biden up seven 
points in Ohio.
 A month is forever in a campaign and things 
can go sour quickly. Still, unless, there is a 
game-changer, like a YouTube video of Obama 
having tea in a cave with Osama, it looks like 
the Democrats will take the White House. Lead-
ers of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
community, have to begin thinking about what 
this will mean. What should our community’s ex-
pectations be? Will this be a huge step forward 
or a series of disappointments?
 What I fear is that the enormity of our nation’s 
problems makes it easier for Congress and an 
Obama administration to put GLBT equality on 
the backburner. They can even complicate our 
efforts by portraying us as self-serving at a time 
of economic crisis and war.
 Now, I’m not suggesting that the new presi-
dent should make gay issues his top priority at 
the Inauguration. Of course, this would actually 
backfire and cause a great deal of resentment 
from people who are worried about feeding their 
families. However, shouldn’t we expect Congress 
to pass a law prohibiting job discrimination in 
the first six months? Or, hate crime legislation 
to reach Obama’s desk within the first year? Will 
Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell be overturned by Congress 

or will Democrats postpone action, afraid of 
consequences in the midterm elections?
 As far as I’m concerned, the Democrats need to 
take action sooner, rather than later. Since Newt 
Gingrich came to power in 1994, the Democrats 
have credibly been able to blame the Republi-
cans for thwarting pro-gay legislation. If they 
finally have a Congressional majority and the 
presidency, however, they can no longer hide 
behind the big, bad ogres of the GOP. If the 
Democratic leaders make excuses for ignoring 
our concerns for an extended period of time, 
widespread disillusionment of GLBT Democrats 
may occur.
 I also worry that some of our best and bright-
est leaders are too close to the Obama campaign. 
On one hand, this may serve us well, as they 
will have voice in the administration. But, as 
we know, it is always more difficult to criticize 
friends. Those who end up serving Obama must 
not end up like democratic versions of the Log 
Cabin Republicans, essentially serving as party 
apologists. They should put the well-being of 
the community ahead of their careers.
 If the insiders do not have the willingness or 
the leverage to move the Democrats, I predict 
the growth of outsider political groups who will 
turn to direct action to push Congress and the 
Administration. Sometimes, it takes grassroots 
organizations that do not have conflicts of in-
terest (such as friendships with the establish-
ment) to propel the movement forward.
 Even as we fight on towards Election Day, 
we should take a deep breath and imagine the 
possibilities, while managing our expectations. 
While Obama is not the Messiah and we should 
not count on miracles, we should expect at least 
a few campaign promises to come to fruition.
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A beef with McDonald’s

Dear Editor:

I am deeply saddened by McDonald’s corporate 
decision to capitulate to the American Family 
Association (AFA)-sponsored boycott by end-
ing sponsorship of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce (GLCC) in 2009, a GLBT-
inclusive policy that benefited everyone and 
harmed no one. 
 Contrary to its claims, I find the AFA, and not 
GLCC, is undermining the moral foundation of 
our nation by promoting derision, exclusion and 
intolerance and fomenting hatred, all of which 
plant the seed of violence against a minority 
population that is marginalized and at-risk.
 In July, when the AFA announced its boycott, 
chairman Donald Wildmon accused McDonald’s 
of putting the weight of the family-friendly or-
ganization behind the “homosexual agenda.” 
This was based upon a $20,000 corporate spon-
sorship of GLCC in 2008.
 It is truly sad that McDonald’s has surrendered 
its moral responsibility to lead and serve the 
community in response to these baseless and 
delusional threats of the AFA, which is still in-
tent on misleading the public and playing the 
religious-conservative “gay-agenda” wedge is-
sue.
 While this conduct is expected by the AFA, the 
corporate behavior of McDonald’s in this matter 
is absolutely shameful, and should be rectified 
immediately. 
 I am hopeful that McDonald’s will reinstate 
corporate sponsorship of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. I am also asking 
McDonald’s and Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties to demonstrate its commitment to educa-
tion by funding a GLBT-student scholarship to 
eligible graduating U.S. high school seniors who 
face limited access to educational and career 
opportunities in their communities, similar in 

scope to other designated marginalized and un-
derserved populations that McDonald’s presently 
serve. 
Bob Zuley, Chicago
 
Latinos and AIDS
 
At the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), pre-
venting HIV among Latinos is one of our highest 
priorities for fighting the epidemic. We commit 
approximately 20 percent of our HIV prevention 
funding each year to support a broad range of 
HIV prevention programs for Latinos. We’re work-
ing to increase HIV testing rates; ensure that 
effective HIV prevention programs reach those 
who need them; and research and develop new 
programs to meet the specific needs of a multi-
ethnic Latino community. We are also working 
with community leaders to develop a Hispanic/
Latino plan of action to accelerate progress and 
significantly reduce the toll of HIV among Lati-
nos across the country. 
 Every Latino can help break the cycle of HIV 
infection by getting tested as a first step toward 
prevention. CDC recommends that everyone aged 
13 to 64 get tested for HIV so they can take 
steps to protect themselves and their partners. 
This is especially important for Latinos, who 
make up the largest share of people diagnosed 
with HIV late in the course of infection, when 
treatment is less effective. 
 Latinos can also help break the stigma that 
surrounds HIV by speaking openly and often 
about HIV with family and friends, and by sup-
porting those living with the disease. 
 To find out more about HIV/AIDS and where 
you can receive a confidential HIV test, visit 
www.hivtest.org or call 800-CDC-INFO, a 24-hour 
hotline available in both English and Spanish. 
Also, please visit www.aids.gov.
Maria E. Alvarez
Hispanic/Latino Executive Committee,
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, NCHHSTP, CDC

Bar none

Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to the letter that ap-
peared in a recent edition of the Windy City 
Times, signed by Project CRYSP. My response 
should not be construed as challenging the good 
works or integrity of this organization. 
 I realize the location of this forum (Sidetrack) 
has caused some controversy within the GLBT 
community. On the other hand, the consequence 
of that controversy has been a much-needed 
dialogue process on the problem of alcohol 
abuse. I am somewhat confused with CRYSP’s 
response: “The decision to have the forum at a 
bar is part of our mission to meet the individual 
at the place they are—socially, psychologically 
and physically. Our primary focus was people 
who drink.” This is troubling to me because the 
billing for this forum that appeared in an earlier 
issue of Windy City Times indicated it was a fo-
rum about the connection between alcohol and 
the LGBT community.
  There was no indication your target market was 
for drinkers only. Your letter to the editor is the 
first time I am hearing this after the fact. That 
would explain the unintended lack of hospitality 
for the recovering community and the underage 
youth of our community.
 The culture of alcohol in our community has 
created a situation where persons are disposable 
in the name of profit margin. Alcoholism, like 
other addictions, is a disease that requires com-
passion and brutal honesty in order to confront 
an interior emptiness, an unnamed fear, and a 
quiet sense of despair that rules the lives of so 
many alcoholics. 

Joe Murray
Rainbow Sash Movement
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Sandra Bernhard:
‘Nothing’ doing
By AMy MATHENy,
WiNdy ciTy QUEERcAST

Wickedly smart, fearless, funny, raw—these are 
all the words that describe Sandra Bernhard. And 
now, after her incredibly successful three-week 
run in Washington, D.C., Sandra travels to L.A. 
with her 20th-anniversary performance of “With-
out You I’m Nothing.” However, before that, she 
passes through Chicago to celebrate Halloween 
at Steppenwolf Theatre.
 Amy Matheny: Twentieth anniversary! i al-
most fell out of my chair.
 SB: You and me both.
 AM: How has it been 20 years since you did 
“Without you i’m Nothing?”
 SB: I have no idea. It’s been 10 years since I 
had my baby, so these 10 years increments are 
just like startling and mind-boggling. But you 
know people like us jam a whole lot of livin’ into 
every 10 years. Certainly it’s what I’ve done. My 
experiences the past 20 years are probably what 
a lot of people live in a lifetime, and it’s just 
nonstop, go go go, creative, new shows, inter-
esting friendships and relationships. Of course, 
having a child [is] a whole other level of excite-
ment and challenge that I never really thought I 
would have, but I am so glad I’m having.
 AM: Twenty years ago i had my first car and 
your cassette, Without you i’m Nothing. i lis-
tened to it with my boyfriend, who’s now gay, 
too. it’s a whole lifetime ago. 
 SB: I love it!
 AM: What is it like revisiting that material 
again?
 SB: I’m not doing every single piece. When I 
was in Washington, by the time I got through 
the new opening number I created and all the 
political stuff, I was already almost a half-hour 
into the show. So it didn’t leave me much time 
to do all the material. I have probably four ma-

jor pieces from the original show and a lot of 
new stuff. When I did the film version, there was 
even other material only in the film so there’s 
just a plethora of material. I do “Me and Mrs. 
Jones” and a couple of other key pieces. So, 
honestly, I can’t say that it’s exactly the way it 
was. I don’t think I could do it night after night. 
I do what still feel applicable to my life and to 
the times we’re living in.
 AM: it’s the redux version.
 SB: Exactly. [Laughter]
 AM: Back then, some of the themes you 
chose to comment on are still the same. And 
now, some of them are mainstream. you were 
the first hacking away at the fashion world; 
now with reality shows fashion is far more 
mainstream.
 SB: I have a whole piece about that in the 
show. So, it’s funny that you say that.
 AM: i promise i haven’t seen this show yet. 
But i have seen most of your shows.
 SB: Smart people are always on the same 
wavelength. This is not the show that I am do-
ing in Chicago. That show is kind of a Halloween 
funfest. I’ll be there with my band, The Rebel-
lious Jezebels, singing. But I’m sure I’ll come 
back to Chicago next year with Without you I’m 
Nothing. 
 AM: What was it like being on Project Run-
way?
 SB: Well, I do a whole thing about that as 
well, so…
 AM: So you don’t wanna tell us, right?
 SB: Nooo, I won’t tell you a funny story about 
it because it will give it away, but I can say that 
I had never watched the show.
 AM: Really?
 SB: It’s just not one of the shows that I sit and 
watch. So when I went there I was totally like 
an open book. I didn’t have any expectations 
and, because of it, I think it made it a lot more 
interesting.
 AM: is Heidi klum truly that stunning? She 
looks even better this year.
 SB: She has the kind of body that, with a little 

bit of dieting and a lot of exercise … she has 
one of those natural android bodies and she just 
looks good. She doesn’t appeal to me, frankly, 
but I understand why people think she’s a stun-
ning presence, because she is. She looks like a 
Barbie doll come to life.
 AM: is Halloween one of your favorite holi-
days?
 SB: Actually, it isn’t. Even when I was a kid I 
never really got into Halloween. But my daugh-
ter is very into it. I’m rushing back home be-
cause on Halloween evening she has her first 
school dance—a fifth-grade school dance. She’s 
all excited about it.
 AM: What is she going as?
 SB: She’s going as a Pan Am Stewardess. Her 
babysitter is also a fabulous seamstress and she’s 
gonna make her a little outfit: a skirt, nipped at 
the waist jacket, and little pillbox hat. It’s gon-
na really be something to write home about.
 AM: yeah! Tell her to say ‘Pan Am’ like ‘Trans 
Am.’ That would make me very happy. [Bern-
hard laughs.]
 SB: You sound a little too much like Sarah Pa-
lin.

 AM: What is scarier—the economic situa-
tion or the Mccain/Palin ticket?
 SB: Ultimately they’re kind of hand in hand. 
God forbid they get anywhere near the White 
House [or] the economy is never gonna recover. 
We’re gonna go into several hot zones in the 
world and start wars and stir stuff up, and that 
is gonna be very detrimental. Not to mention all 
women’s rights being taken away. I hope all the 
women that are out there lounging around not 
worrying about it now …. but when, God for-
bid, the finger’s on the trigger, I hope everybody 
remembers that they better get out and vote! 
And vote for Obama/Biden—two men who have 
more respect for women in their little fingers 
than Sarah Palin has in her entire weird, creepy 
mind.
 AM: did you watch her debate?
 SB: I did. She’s on autopilot. As long as she 
has speaking points on note cards in front of 
her and she’s not forced to stay on the topic at 
hand, she’s fine. But I don’t need to be lectured 
to about non-issues and gobbledygook and crap. 
I’m a little surprised at how they railroaded Gwen 
Ifill, and I was a little disappointed and, frankly, 
shocked that she didn’t slam her fist down and 
go “Keep to the point, bitch.”
 AM: it’s frightening when you get the cluck 
of the cheek and the wink of the eye. i feel 
like she’s running for block party president. 
 SB: Well, she’s just perfect for the times. Look 
what’s on T.V. She’s perfectly suited for a reality 
show, along with her family. This is what we’ve 
been weaned on so it’s not that surprising. We 
better up the ante intellectually in this country 
or we’re gonna be a brain drain in the next 10 
years.
 AM: My grandmother is turning 100 on Hal-
loween.
 SB: Awesome!
 AM: i see your show and fly out of town to 
celebrate. She told me six months ago that 
we were not having a recession but we were 
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Scottish Play
Scott
By ScOTT c. MORGAN

Halloween is nearly here and Chicago-area 
theaters have enough vampires, monsters and 
bloody killers to satisfy anyone with a gander for 
ghoulishness on stage. 
 To help the undecided, here’s a list like the 
niche marketing applied to cable TV and spe-
cialty magazines. After all, not everyone loves 
blood-and-guts slasher flicks the same way oth-
ers embrace an homage to silver screen divas 
through drag and camp. 
 —Home fixer-uppers: Viewers of HGTV and 
PBS’ This Old House will want to check out First 
Folio Theatre’s The Passion of Dracula. No, the 
famed vampire’s passion isn’t redecorating his 
coffin in this 1977 version. Historic home reno-
vators will want to check out First Folio’s histor-
ic venue of the Mayslake Peabody Estate in Oak 
Brook to see all the improvements and what still 
needs extra finishing. Continues through Nov. 2; 
630-986-8067
 —Nature lovers: Theatre-Hikes’ niche is com-
bining theater with nature at the Morton Ar-
boretum in Lisle. So encounter Dracula in the 
great outdoors as Theatre-Hikes mounts Hamil-
ton Deane and John L. Balderston’s famed 1927 
adaptation of Bram Stoker’s classic novel. Don’t 
forget to bring blankets and bug spray, along 
with cloves of garlic. Continues through Oct. 26; 
630-725-2066 
 —Post-modern feminists: Anyone who has 
ever taking a women’s studies course should be 
keen to find out how Megan Wells transforms 
Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula into a one-woman 
show for Village Players Theatre in Oak Park. It 
might be intriguing enough to include in your 
dissertation on modern interpretations of Eng-
lish horror literature. Continues through Oct. 26; 
866-764-1010
 —Puppet masters: It’s yet another theatri-

cal take on Dracula, but Incurable Theater’s The 
Curious Hold of the Demeter is different since 
it features a cast of bloodsucking puppets. Con-
tinues through Oct. 25 at the Storefront Theatre; 
312-742-8497
 —Fans of the Saw and Hostel film franchis-
es: Oracle Productions’ yearly gross-out specta-
cle-with-a-shortened-attention span goes medi-
cal in Disturbed! III. See what happens when a 
mentally unstable artist turns to human flesh as 
the raw material for his sick sculptures. Contin-
ues through Nov. 1; 773-244-2980
 —Fans of the Friday the 13th and Hallow-
een film franchises: If you’re more old-school 

with your bloody slasher flicks, check out An-
noyance Theatre’s revival of its inaugural 1987 
show, Splatter Theatre. Watch the stereotypical 
denizens of horror flicks get bumped off one by 
one in increasingly nasty and messy ways. Con-
tinues through Nov. 1; 773-561-4665 
 —Political post-modernists: In Frankenstein 
in Love, out horror master Clive Barker mixes 
Mary Shelley’s classic monster story with a po-
litical revolution in a fictional South American 
country. Will Act for Food lovingly presents the 
Chicago premiere of Barker’s drama at the Corn-
servatory through Nov. 1; 773-327-9725 
 —dollar-store penny pinchers: Dramatis 
Personae promises more creatures for your hard-
earned cash in Monster Mash. Dracula, Franken-
stein, the Mummy and more monsters smash to-
gether at the Gorilla Tango Theatre through Oct. 
31; 773-598-4549
 —Foodies and Greek scholars: The classical 
Greek tragedy Medea gets mixed up with fine 
dining in Sara Kay Snider’s dark revenge com-
edy Blood Sausage. Just don’t ask what’s on 
the menu at the Cornservatory through Nov. 11; 
312-409-6435.
 —Rod Serling lookalikes: The premise of 
Night Falls is to present four “unseen” horror 
stories of 1960s TV. But don’t think The Twilight 
Zone, unless you want a copyright infringement 
case slapped on you. Continues through Nov. 2 
at the Annoyance Theatre; 773-561-4665  
 —long-run aficionados: London audiences 
can’t seem to get enough of The Woman in Black. 
This stage adaptation of Susan Hill’s creepy 
ghost story has been playing there since 1989. 
See it stateside at Cicero’s Jedlicka Performing 

Arts Center through Nov. 8; 708-656-1800
 —Séance seekers: Neil Tobin’s longstanding 
gig of Supernatural Chicago at the Excalibur 
Nightclub also features his annual Houdini Sé-
ance on Halloween Night. Ongoing; www.super-
naturalchicago.com
 —victoriana collectors: Robert Louis Ste-
venson’s classic novella Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde 
suggested an unseemly side to Victorian re-
spectability. Pull back that dual layered cloak 
in Jeffery Hatcher’s stage adaptation at Skokie’s 
Northlight Theatre through Oct. 26; 847-673-
6300
 —Students of Shakespeare: I would be re-
miss to mention Shakespeare’s Scottish Play this 
Halloween season. Chicago Shakespeare Theatre 
teams with the Chicago Public Schools to pres-
ent the student production CPS Macbeth through 
Oct. 25; 312-595-5600
 —Joan crawford fanatics: Joan Crawford may 
have been a silver screen goddess in her youth, 
but as she neared then end of her life, Crawford 
was reduced to cheap horror fare like the circus-
themed Berserk! Count on Hell in a Handbag 
Productions to spoof this aspect of Crawford’s 
career in the Midwest premiere of Tim Wilkins 
& Kevin Remington’s spoof Haywire! If there’s 
one thing we need more of, it’s an axe-wield-
ing Crawford. Continues at Bailiwick Repertory 
through Nov. 15; 800-838-3006
 E-mail scottishplayscott@yahoo.com.
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CRITICS’ PICS
 kita y Fernanda, 16th Street Theater, 
through Oct. 25. Playwright Tanya Saracho 
and director Ann Filmer team up for an emo-
tionally gripping, multi-layered and intel-
ligently written story of a wealthy Mexican-
American and her illegal immigrant maid. 
Stephanie Diaz and the ever-luminous Charin 
Alverez anchor one of the best ensembles of 
the season. CS
 R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots), 
Strawdog Theatre, through Oct. 26. Straw-
dog’s lively adaptation holds a contemporary 
lens up to Karel Capek’s post-Commie caveat 
on the consequences of morally-unfocused 
technology. It reminds us why today’s indus-
trial ‘bots aren’t built to look TOO human. 
MSB
 Streamers, Gift Theatre, through Nov. 16. 
David Rabe’s 1976 look at class, race and 
sexuality the military in the 1960s may be 
dated by today’s standards, but Gift Theatre’s 
visceral and intimate production succeeds at 
unsettling precisely on that point. SCM
 The voysey inheritance, Remy Bumppo 
through Nov. 2. A banking melt-down, lax 
regulation and family collusion. It’s not Bush 
economic policy but a well-done staging of 
Harley Granville-Barker’s crackling 1905 Brit-
ish drama as adapted by David Mamet. JA

—By Abarbanel, Barnidge, Morgan
and Sullivan

The Passion of dracula.

SEE ALL THAT YOU CAN SEE!

Brought to you by Sponsors

Visit 
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THEATER REVIEW

Continental Divide
Playwright: Simon Stephens 
Playwright: david Edgar
At: Pegasus Players,
1145 W. Wilson (truman college)
Phone: 773-878-9761; $25
Runs through: nov. 16

By JONATHAN ABARBANEl

British author David Edgar is among the few 
successful English language playwrights who are 
defiantly and obsessively political. In Continen-
tal Divide, composed of two full-length plays, 
he turns his piercing gaze on the soul-sucking 
gamesmanship of the American electoral process 
in which “the choice you sometimes face (is) 
between your political beliefs and the principles 
upon which you base your conduct,” as one 
character sums it up. You can count on Edgar to 
state his thesis flat-out.
 The plays portray a governor’s race in a Western 
state much like California. Each play fills in part 
of the backstory of the other, with just enough 
additional content to stand alone. Mothers 
Against introduces Republican candidate Shel-
don Vine, the son of a late multi-term senator 

and lumber fortune heir. Sheldon 
is the kind of liberal Republican 
the real world hasn’t seen in 30 
years, intent on running an hon-
orable campaign. But when his 
poling numbers start to rise, his 
advisors—among them his clos-
eted brother—urge him to at-
tack using new-found dirt about 
their opponent.
   The Democrat is popular state 
senator Rebecca McKeene, a 
one-time radical (think Tom 
Hayden) steadily shifting to the 
right and delighted to rational-
ize the shift. The campaign is 
hers to lose rather than Shel-

don’s to win. The new-found dirt has to do with 
an incident in her 1970’s radical political past, 
and in Daughters of the Revolution we learn the 
history of this event through the eyes of Mi-
chael Bern, her one-time radical colleague and 
now a college professor. While Mothers Against 
is an examination of the clinical calculations of 
hardball politics and how far honor will hold, 
Daughters of the Revolution very much is a quest 
about the failure of revolutionary movements in 
the United States, and the costs of personal and 
political betrayal.
 Temperamentally the two plays are excellent 
contrasting companion pieces that share inher-
ent challenges to successful production. First 
and foremost Edgar is a didactic playwright. His 
plays preach and teach no matter how enter-
taining and stylish they may be, no matter how 
intelligent and penetrating his observations. In-
deed, his plays are too dense with intelligence 
and the detailed mechanics of political cam-
paigns, and all at the expense of creating full-
blooded characters. Inevitably, Edgar’s people 
are stand-ins for positions and points-of-view 
as Edgar is his own Devil’s advocate. You easily 
could take 20 minutes out of each play without 
short-changing a character or derailing the cen-
tral storyline. Daughters of the Revolution, for 

example, has an amusing but unnecessary scene 
of the tree-naming rituals of eco-terrorists in a 
redwood forest, followed immediately by nearly 
equal time given to a loony white-supremacist 
terrorist. Edgar’s theatrical sense sustains this 
material, but objectively one says “This could be 
cut.”
 Under director Alex Levy, Pegasus Players takes 
on this dense material with a large and mostly 
first-rate cast, several of whom appear in differ-
ent roles in both plays. Timothy Hughes as Shel-
don Vines and Steve Ratcliff as Michael Berns 
are quite on top of their big roles and fill them 
with a great deal of dimension. Karin McKie de-
liciously channels a young Angela Lansbury at 
her hard-edged best in different roles in each 
play. Tien Doman neatly handles different roles 

and distinctly different looks in each play. Paul 
Meyer as Sheldon’s brother and Ron Quade as his 
campaign manager provide edgy support. The 
shows look good, too, on Tim Mann’s deep, wide, 
stone-and-plank set lit by Denise Karczewski.
 By any measure, the two plays of Continental 
Divide make a very big show, and a well-done 
production. Your enjoyment of it may depend on 
whether or not you’re a serious political junkie 
and/or wax nostalgic for 1970s revolutionary 
rhetoric.

SPOTLIGHT

 Out and award-winning playwright 
Doug Wright certainly loves eccentric 
characters. After all, he created theat-
rically complex biographical portraits 
of an East German transvestite in I Am 
My Own Wife and the mother-daughter 
Beale team living in nostalgic squalor 
in the musical Grey Gardens. But it was 
Wright’s dramatization of the final days 
of the sadistic Marquis de Sade in Quills 
that first put him on the map off-Broad-
way, then in Hollywood. The Shadowmen 
perform Quills 8 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays until Nov. 1 at the Trap Door 
Theater, 1655 W. Cortland. Tickets are 
$16; visit www.shadowmenchicago.com.

continental divide.

Steppenwolf Traffic presents

A Sandra Bernhard
Halloween
The outrageous and outspoken star brings her band The Rebellious Jezebels
for an unforgettable night of music, wit and social commentary. Audience
members are invited to attend in costume-start planning your ensemble now!

MONDAY OCT 27
Two Shows Only! 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Tickets $50-60.

Choose your seats at www.steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650.

steppenwolf

Tickets going fast!

Almost Sold Out!

“An angst driven, foulmouthed, poison-laced
joy ride through the worlds of fashion,

celebrity, rock and religion…
Bernhard is a living, breathing, bonfire!”
–The New York Times

www.steppenwolf.org
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THEATER REVIEW

Bernando Alba—
a musical
Playwright: John Michael lachuisa, based
on the drama by Federico Garcia lorca
At: Bohemian theatre Ensemble, 7016 n. 
Glenwood
Phone: 866-811-4111; $18-$22
Runs through: nov. 16

By cATEy SUllivAN

At a crucial juncture in Bernarda Alba—a musi-
cal, the stage seems to explode with despera-
tion. Hooves pound with a reckless determina-
tion, as a stallion tries to escape his stall. An 
ancient crone—long ago locked away as a family 

embarrassment—unfurls ribbons of screaming: 
She must get to the ocean before she dies. And 
finally, a young woman as lush and pretty as 
ripe fruit writhes in a dance that’s a defiant, 
destructive celebration of carnality. Everyone in 
the house of matriarch Bernarda Alba has been 
sequestered there far too long. If there is no 
escape, there will certainly be death—or worse, 
resignation. 
 Based on Federico Garcia Lorca’s dramatic al-
legory for life under the fascist regime of Fran-
cisco Franco, Michael John LaChuisa’s Bernarda 
Alba—a musical is a dark, dense and challeng-
ing work. If you don’t have some background 
in the context, you might well walk away from 
the theater baffled and unmoved by this story of 
a woman who virtually bricks up her home like 
a mausoleum upon the death of her husband. 
Bernarda’s five daughters—young women on the 
verge of blossoming sexually—are all but buried 

alive in a house defined by enforced mourning, 
fear and death. 
 Lorca knew oppression. With Franco working in 
tandem with the Pope, thousands of Spain’s art-
ists, intellectuals and homosexuals (Lorca was 
all three) were persecuted and/or executed in 
the 1930s. Lorca was murdered in 1936; his work 
banned in Spain until 1953. Bernarda Alba—a 
musical is freighted with the context of Lorca’s 
all-too-brief life. The ruthless, unforgiving form 
of Catholicism that defines Bernarda is a clear 
reflection of the religious atmosphere that sur-
rounded Lorca. Bernarda’s constant vigilance 
against the prying, judgmental eyes of neigh-
bors speaks to the constant fear and paranoia 
that develops when one lives under a regime 
where spies and executions part of the fabric of 
daily life.
 Directed by Elizabeth Margolius for the Bohe-
mian Theatre Company, Bernarda Alba—a musi-
cal is harrowing, challenging and richly reward-
ing. For 80 relentless minutes, the audience 
is captive in Bernarda’s house, and a silently 
pleading participant in Bernarda’s daughters’ 
attempts to break free. You want these women 
to escape, and you understand the often cruel, 
hateful means they’ll use to do so. 
 As Bernarda, Deanna Boyd sets the tone with a 
grim, powerhouse performance that never flags 
in intensity or purpose. You may not like her, 
but there’s no denying the sheer, scary power 
of Boyd’s character. Andra Velis Simon’s astute 
musical direction makes the difficult, often dis-
cordant score a compelling conduit for a dark 
story often literally bursting (see Michelle Jula-
zadeh’s perfectly conceptualized costumes) with 
repressed sexuality. A live three-piece orchestra 
of piano, oboe (Quinn Hazel) and guitar (evoca-
tive, hypnotic work by Ricardo Santiago) creates 
a lush soundscape. 
 And Boho’s tiny, all-but claustrophobic space 
is an ideal one for this particular tale.

THEATER REVIEW

Eurydice
Playwright: Sarah Ruhl
At: victory Gardens Biograph, 
2433 n. lincoln 
Phone: 773-871-3000; $20-$48
Runs through: Nov. 9
 

By cATEy SUllivAN

Playwright Sarah Ruhl invariably incites as much 
discussion as her plays. The Evanston native is 
a lightning rod whose work draws rabidly enthu-
siastic or equally vitriolic reactions. The Clean 

House was a Pulitzer finalist, Passion Play a 
bloated spectacle, Dead Man’s Cell Phone a 
headscratching overdose of saccharine whimsy. 
With Eurydice, Ruhl uncharacteristically finds 
a middle ground that’s skitters on the edge of 
mediocre ground. Her take on the Greek myth of 
Eurydice is smooth, enjoyable and drizzled with 
just enough emotional honesty to keep it from 
tipping into a waterfall of treacle. 
 Speaking of which, the uncredited lead is H2O. 
As in the Rime of the Ancient Mariner, there’s 
water, water all around. Key elements include 
a beach, a water-cooler, a fantastical elevator 
containing a downpour, a bathtub stand-in for 
the River Lethe—and that’s just the set. The 
text is equally drenched, with lovely lines such 
as “I heard your name inside the rain” punctuat-
ing the dialogue. The result is a gentle stream of 
tragedy and a meditation on memory, loss and 
love. 
 Such Big Issues can sink a story, turning it 
into a pretentious slog faster than a lightning 
crack in a cloud burst. But by weaving a modern 
sensibility with a lyrically pattering sprinkle of 
magical realism, Ruhl makes the myth (and all 
its implications) as accessible as a picture book. 
Directed by Sandy Shinner and Jessica Thebus, 
Eurydice is defined by a simple, clean poetry and 
beguiling staging.
 The story is paradoxically simple and endlessly 
complex. Orpheus loves Eurydice with as much 
passion as he lavishes in his other lover—music. 
Eurydice loves Orpheus with equal fervor. The 
two marry with a devotion that is boundless, 
obsessive and forever rapturous, world without 
end, amen. But Hades intervenes—as it so often 
does, metaphorically—and so the lovers em-
bark on separate odysseys, floating on language 
above and underground as they try to find each 
other and remember what they’ve lost. 
 Shinner and Thebus construct a world of 
sweetly hallucinatory dreamscapes. Pastel pink 
balloons, an old claw-foot bathtub, a boardwalk, 
an ordinary ladder—all combine in Dan Ostling’s 
set to create a world and an underworld of airy 
lines and colors. 
 As Eurydice and Orpheus, respectively, Lee 
Stark and Jamie Abelson glow with the straight-
forward beauty of youth and perfectly inter-
dependent devotion. But the scene-stealer (in 
the best possible way) here is Beau O’Reilly, a 
Chicago treasure whose whiskey-over-smoking-
gravel voice and leering presence invigorate the 
tale with a gleeful malevolence. Few people are 
capable of making a shiny red tricycle gleam 
with menace—O’Reilly does it with the ease of 
the Big Bad Wolf downing an ingénue. 
 Like water, Andre Pluess’ sound design is also 
a character, a layered mix of storms, showers, 
drips, drops and jarring, head-banging hellish-
ness that one might expect to hear way down 
under. The result? An engaging, if unremarkable, 
evening.

Bernando Alba—a musical.

Eurydice. Photo by liz lauren
For more shows and listings, 

check out www.WindyCityMediaGroup.com

CULTURE CLUB

“Devastatingly lovely”-NYTimes
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victorygardens.org
Tix: $20-48
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The Gift Theatre Company presents

STREAMERS

by David Rabe
(author of
Hurlyburly)

Ask.
Tell.

Tickets: (773) 283-7071
www.thegifttheatre.org
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THEATER REVIEW

Men of Tortuga
Playwright: Jason Wells
At: Profiles theatre, 4147 n. Broadway
Phone: 773-549-1815; $25-$30
Runs through: dec. 7
 

By MARy SHEN BARNidGE

We never learn just what the machers in Jason 
Wells’ play actually do for a living. So densely 
coded is the corporatespeak that comprises their 
lingua franca that they could be politicians, 
bankers, industrial CEOs, advertising executives 
or athletic coaches. But what we soon learn af-
ter meeting them is that they want an opponent 
killed, and that they’ve hired a professional as-
sassin to arrange it. 
 After that, the plan goes the way of all com-
mittee-implemented projects as they quibble 
over expenses, argue over minuscule details and 
explore inconsequential side-issues. (What was 
the Puritans’ motive in burning witches? Did Ju-
das try to weasel out of his betrayal?) By the end 
of the play, the proposed victim has escaped, 
the hitter has been shooed aside like an annoy-
ing kid brother, an honest man has committed 
suicide—and business proceeds as usual.
 Should we be relieved at the incompetence 
of these would-be murderers? (A James Bond-
styled concealed stiletto makes an appearance 
and is promptly rejected as useless.) Or should 
we be alarmed at the escalating enthusiasm 
they display toward their scheme, and their cor-
responding indifference to its consequences? 
As the tactical jargon of the boardroom and 
the sniper-nest gradually intertwine, the moral 
dimensions—not to mention the very real po-
tential for slaughter of innocent bystanders—
become increasingly subordinate to gadget-hap-
py discussions of ballistics and biobombs, until 
even the martyr-elect calls upon unexpected 
reserves of casuistry when forced to bargain for 
his life. 

 Men of Tortuga drew considerable attention 
when it premiered at Steppenwolf Theatre’s First 
Look workshop in 2005, distinguishing itself 
from its genre by the author’s concise skewering 
of fundamentally humane civil servants’ progress 
from metaphorical warfare to primitive tribal-
ism, but also through his clever employment 
of stichomythic dialogue delivered at Mame-
tian warp-speed. (Characters respond instantly 
to each other’s statements, only to admit im-
mediately afterward, “I don’t understand what 
that means.”) All of these elements have been 
retained in the production currently running at 
Profiles Theatre, where a stop-on-a-dime agile 
ensemble of actors, under the direction of Rick 
Snyder, keep us chuckling too comfortably at the 
testosteronic repartee to think about the dis-
turbing implications of their personae’s descent 
into savagery. That is, until it’s over, when we 
look back (like the good citizens we are) and say 
“How could we not have seen that?” 

Lily Tomlin 
at Rosemont
Theatre Nov. 1 
 One of America’s queens of comedy, the 
legendary Lily Tomlin, will take the stage of 
the Rosemont Theatre, 5400 N. River, Sat., 
Nov. 1, at 8 p.m. for “An Evening of Classic 
Lily Tomlin.” The one-night-only performance 
is a free-wheeling one-woman show featur-
ing “guest appearances” by some of Tomlin’s 
best-known characters.
 Her TV and film credits include Laugh-In, 
Nine to Five, I Heart Huckabees and Nash-
ville.
 Tickets are $37.50-$75. Call Ticketmaster 
at 312-559-1212; visit Ticketmaster outlets 
or the Rosemont Theatre box office; or visit 
www.Ticketmaster.com.

“PURE, UNADULTERATED…ENTERTAINMENT.”
“YORK IS STARRY…A GREAT BEAUTY 

WITH TERRIFIC VOCAL RANGE.”
—Chicago Sun-Times
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THEATER REVIEW

After Ashley
Playwright: Gina Gionfriddo
At: Stage left theatre, 3408 n. Sheffield
Phone: 773-883-8830; $20-$25
Runs through Nov. 15

By ScOTT c. MORGAN

Stage Left Theatre’s Chicago premiere of After 
Ashley is truly a case of “the show must go 
on.” 
 The weekend before opening night, a cast 
member had to drop out due to a medical emer-
gency. The replacement, Mike Rogaslki, had to 
carry his script around as the ruthless talk-show 
host David Gavin.
 Even with this handicap, Stage Left was still 
able to unleash all the incisive sarcasm and 
snarky cynicism in Gina Gionfriddo’s award-win-
ning 2005 comedy. Stage Left’s production under 
Greg Werstler’s direction isn’t perfect, but the 
hilarious positives more than compensate.
 In After Ashley, Gionfriddo (a writer for NBC’s 
Law and Order) blasts away at the entertainment 
industry that turns real people’s suffering and 
loss into exploitable entertainment (particu-
larly blubbering talk show guests, the hosts who 
spew metaphorical platitudes and TV audiences 

who blindly eat it all up). 
 The title character is a 35-year-old mom named 
Ashley Hammond (played a tad too enthusiasti-
cally by Nika Ericson). Ashley smokes pot to re-
lieve her disappointments: an unfulfilling career 
as an art teacher (for kids she hates) and a list-
less marriage to a self-righteous liberal reporter 
named Alden Hammond (played by Ian Maxwell, 
who is too non-descript and barely able to con-
ceal giggles when others deliver comic zingers). 
 Ashley’s one bright spot is her clever 14-year-
old son, Justin (played by Brian Piocharczyk, 
who steals the show with lovable sarcasm and 
weighty emotion). The opening scene where 
Ashley shares unconventional advice to Justin 
like, “Have sex with lots of people” and “Don’t 
be a dick” is loads of fun.
 The next scene jumps ahead a few years and 
we get the shocking news that Ashley has been 
raped and murdered by a homeless worker hired 
by Alden. Justin has become famous as the 
“911 kid” thanks to the media overplaying his 
emergency call, while Alden has become a best-
selling author thanks to his book, After Ashley, 
in which he shares his grief and journey to for-
giveness.
 Not exactly the stuff of a rip-roaring comedy. 
But Gionfriddo finds plenty of ghoulish humor 
from Justin’s embittered sarcasm as his father 
capitalizes on family tragedy to forward his ca-
reer. 
 Justin gets help with a goth college student 
named Julie (a wonderfully petulant and in-
sightful Kate Black). Justin first accuses Julie 
of being only interested in him for his celebrity, 
but she turns out to be an effective ally when 
it comes time to brutally thwart his father’s lat-
est misrepresentation and demagoguery of his 
mother—it involves a sexual voyeur named 
Rockerick and Cory Krebsbach’s smarmy perfor-
mance of him is great.
 Even if the casting isn’t perfect, Stage Left’s 
After Ashley is still a must see. Gionfriddo gets 
you thinking seriously while laughing all the 
time. 

About Face stages ‘Laramie Project’ reading
 About Face theatre (AFt) held a benefit reading of “the laramie Project” Oct. 6 at the cen-
ter on Halsted’s Hoover-leppen theatre, 3656 n. Halsted. A cocktail reception preceded the 
reading. This reading of “The laramie Project”—which focuses on reactions to the murder of 
gay Wyoming college student Matthew Shepard—was written by Moisés kaufman and mem-
bers of Tectonic Theater Project, was directed by Tectonic Theater Artists leigh Fondakowski 
and kelli Simpkins, and produced by AFT Artistic Associate Amy Matheny. Photos by kat 
Fitzgerald; see more at www.WindycityMediaGroup.com and www.MysticimagesPhotography.
com.

After Ashley.

leigh Fondakowski (left) 
and Amy Matheny.
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VW Rabbit again
leads most-
researched list
 Gaywheels.com, the sole source of informa-
tion specifically targeted to and about LGBT car-
shoppers, has announced its list of the Top 10 
most-researched vehicles during the third quar-
ter of 2008.
 The Volkswagen Rabbit and Eos remained in 
first and second place, respectively. Mazda’s 
MAZDA3 gave up the third slot to its sister car 
from Mazda, the MX-5 that shares that position 
with the Audi A3.
 “The Top 10 most-researched list tends to be 
self-perpetuating,” said Gaywheels.com founder 
Joe LaMuraglia. “But with the arrival of the Toy-
ota Matrix, smart fortwo and Maserati GranTur-
ismo, our users continue to amaze us with their 
diversity of vehicle interests”.
 For the first time, there were multiple ties 
on the list. In addition to the tie for third, the 
MAZDA3 and VW Jetta vied for the fourth slot, 
the Saab 9-3 and Dodge Caliber both slotted in 
at sixth and newcomer Toyota Matrix joined the 
MINI Cooper as the ninth most-researched ve-
hicles. Rounding out the Top 10 is the Maserati 
GranTurismo, the first exotic vehicle to ever ap-
pear on the list.
 In order, the top 10 are:

 —1: VW Rabbit
 —2: VW Eos
 —3 (tie): Mazda MX-5 Miata and Audi A3
 —4 (tie): Mazda MAZDA3 and VW Jetta
 —5: Toyota Yaris
 —6 (tie): Saab 9-3 and Dodge Caliber
 —7: Volvo C30
 —8: smart fortwo

 —9 (tie): Toyota Matrix and MINI Cooper 
 —10: Maserati GranTurismo
 The top 10 most researched list is based on 
Web site statistics gathered July 1-Sept. 30 from 
Gaywheels.com’s New Car section. Gaywheels.
com publishes its most-researched list quarter-
ly.
 See www.Gaywheels.com. 

PROFILE
Philip Ruth:
Journalist
By JOE lAMURAGliA, GAyWHEElS.cOM

 —Name: Philip Ruth, a.k.a. “gaycarguy”
 —Place of Birth: Chester, Penn.
 —Age: 36
 —year, make and model of your first car/
truck: It was a 1986 Mazda 323—base model 
with a four-speed manual. First car I learned 
to drive on was a banana-yellow 1980 Chevy 
Chevette.
 —Occupation: Automotive journalist
 —Employer: Self-employed, GayCarGuy.
com
 —What did you think you wanted to be 
when you grew up? Automotive journalist
 —if you had one piece of advice to give 
to a gay person wanting to work in the 
auto industry, what would it be? Choose 
your battles and fight if you need to. Don’t 
let anyone steal your joy, no matter what was 
said or done.
 See www.Gaywheels.com.
 Read Philip Ruth’s entire profile at www.
WindycityMediaGroup.com.

Maserati GranTurismo. Photo courtesy of Maserati

Philip Ruth. Photo courtesy of Joe laMu-
raglia.

www.mcgrathlexusofchicago.com


2008 CIFF, Noah’s 
Arc: Jumping the 
Broom, film notes
By RicHARd kNiGHT, JR.

The second week of the 2008 Chicago Interna-
tional Film Festival (CIFF) will see a plethora of 
GLBT screenings, starting with the Friday, Oct. 
24 showing of Chicagoan Tom Gustafson’s di-
rectorial debut, Were the World Mine a decided 
highlight. The film is a feature-length version 
of Gustafson’s short Faeries. It focuses on Timo-
thy, the only openly gay student at an all-male 
high school. Timothy isn’t guilt ridden about 
his sexuality—far from it—but everyone from 
his mother to his fellow students and many of 
the local townspeople aren’t quite so accepting. 
When Timothy’s drama teacher (Wendy Robie, 
best known for Twin Peaks and The People Under 
the Stairs) stages an all-male version of Shake-
speare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, she casts 
Timothy in the role of Puck, the lead fairy. 
 Soon Timothy discovers a magical ability to 
turn everyone in town gay—giving him a chance 
at last with the hunky jock he’s been mooning 
over. The film is a sweet fantasy-comedy in the 
mold of Get Real (with touches of The History 
Boys thrown in for good measure). What help 
sets Were the World Mine apart from similar 
coming-out dramedies are the gorgeous pop 
songs used as underscoring throughout and the 
occasional fully realized musical number staged 
a la Baz Luhrmann. (A soundtrack is being re-
leased in November.) The movie screens Oct. 
24 and 26. I’ll introduce the Oct. 24 screening 
(which Windy City Times is co-sponsoring) and 
conduct a Q&A with Gustafson after the show-
ing.
 Other films with prominent GLBT themes 
screening the second week of the fest include:
 —The Amazing Truth About Queen Raquela 
(Iceland): Raquela Rios, a prostitute in the Phil-

ippines, finds Internet fame as a transsexual porn 
star, ends up in Iceland with the help of new 
friends and next sets her sights on Paris when 
bitter reality steps in, threatening to squash her 
Cinderella-like dreams. Screens Oct. 26, 28
 —Another World (Italy): A hyped-up, hopped-
up docudrama that runs the gamut of Italy’s gay 
male community—one guy after another tells 
his story of shame or desire, shares his fantasy, 
fetish, or reveals his fears, guilts, or remembers 
his first time, etc. Patently false but stylishly 
made, this bit of melodramatic hokum with its 
score of hot guys spewing their stories in deli-
cious Italian is worth taking in if only as a guilty 
pleasure. Screens Oct. 22, 25, 26
 —dream Boy (USA): A southern fried coming-
out story, this one featuring new kid in town 
Nathan (Stephan Bender), who has the good for-
tune to discover that Roy the cool kid next door 
(Maximillian Roeg, son of British director Nicolas 
Roeg), is gay, too. But next comes a bushel full 
of prejudice courtesy of the small-town conser-
vative minds Nathan and Roy encounter. Screens 
Oct. 24, 25
 —Serbis (Philippines)—An old time, decay-
ing movie house now shows porno flicks and 
serves as a way station for a bevy of hustlers 
and hookers. The Pinedas, the family that owns 
the theatre who live above it are preoccupied 
with their own internal dramas but find them-
selves drawn into the lives of their customers. 
Nominated for the top prize at the Cannes Film 
Festival. Screens Oct. 22, 25
 The films will screen at the AMC River East 
21, 322 E. Illinois; 600 N. Michigan 9; and the 
Music Box Theatre, 3733 N. Southport. Good, 
the Oct. 29 closing-night film that stars Viggo 
Mortensen, will be at the Harris Theater, 205 
E. Randolph. Complete information on tickets, 
showtimes and special events are available by 
calling 312-332-FILM (3456) or online at www.
chicagofilmfestival.com. 

Noah, Ricky, Alex, and Chance, the four gay Afri-
can-American characters from Logo’s hit TV show 
are back in their feature film debut, Noah’s Arc: 
Jumping the Broom. The film, crafted (like the 
series) by Patrik Ian-Polk, gives us a 90-minute 
look at the big-time relationship dramas that 
unfold during the long weekend in which Noah 
(Darryl Stephens) and his hunky but testy boy-
friend, Wade (Jensen Atwood), head to Martha’s 
Vineyard in Massachusetts with Noah’s friends in 
tow to get married. 
 A few uninvited guests will (naturally) show 
up, and there will be enough laughs (thanks 
to Alex), hot sex (thanks to Ricky, Noah and 
Wade), recriminations and tearful make-ups to 
soothe any drama queen. Yes, the characters 
are still just variations on the Sex and the City 
gals (the anxious writer, the testy brainiac, the 
sassy fussbudget and the slut) but they’re male 
variations—and Black ones to boot. Both these 
refreshing quantities are exceedingly rare—
enough to let a few acting, writing and directing 
gaffes go by unmentioned. The pleasures of the 
film are the same as those of the series—there’s 
no need to project fantasy onto the characters, 
which makes this return to Noah’s Arc worth 
boarding. It opens Friday, Oct. 24 exclusively at 
Landmark’s Century Centre Theatre. www.Land-
markTheatres.com 

Film notes:
 —The annual Music Box Massacre 4—an as-
semblage of 24 hours of great horror entertain-
ment once again curated by Rusty Nails (who 
emcees the event)—is scheduled to commence 
Saturday, Oct. 25, at 12 p.m. and run until the 
following day. Nails has once again put together 
something for fans of every kind of horror—the 
selections span from 1932’s The Old Dark House 
(from gay director James Whale with Boris Kar-
loff and gay actor David Manners) to the brand-

spanking new Midnight Meat Train, the latest 
film from the mind of queer horrormeister Clive 
Barker. Barker will appear at the Oct. 25 7:30 
p.m. screening, sign autographs and sit for a 
Q&A afterwards. Other films in the line-up in-
clude Phantom of the Paradise, Eyes without a 
Face and Dead Alive. The marathon finishes up 
with a 9:30 a.m. screening (love this) of the 
uncut version of The Exorcist. Now that’s scary! 
Complete schedule and ticket info at www.mu-
sicboxtheatre.com
 —The Music Box is also the place for a rare 
in-person appearance by none other than Russ 
Meyer star Tura Satana, who will be in town for 
a screening of the Meyer camp classic, Faster, 
Pussycat! Kill! Kill! Burlesque performer Michelle 
L’amour will kick off the evening, and a free af-
terparty (for ticket stub holders) complete with 
a kissing contest (which Satana will judge) will 
happen at the Liar’s Club. Complete info is at 
www.musicboxtheatre.com.
 check out my archived reviews and knight 
at Home at the Movies column for dvd rec-
ommendations at www.windycitytimes.com 
or www.knightatthemovies.com. Readers can 
leave feedback at the latter Web site.

having a depression.
 SB: Because she knows.
 AM: Though she said we don’t have the 
same people that pulled America out of the 
Great depression.
 SB: Of course not, because they would snick-
er at Roosevelt, and go, “Oh, he’s an intellec-
tual East Coast snob.” Give me a break. These 
people are totally cynical. They have no com-
passion, and they certainly don’t have any un-
derstanding of the working class in this coun-
try. But onstage I manage to detach from the 
reality long enough to spin it into something 
ironic and fun. That’s what I get to do and 
that’s a nice escape for me and the audience.
 AM: your show, Hero Worship, was right 
after 9/11. you provided a forum of com-
ing together, laughing and mourning at the 
same time. Was that your goal?
 SB: Absolutely. The last part of Without You 
I’m Nothing, the new version, is a tribute to 
people who have that emotional depth and 
still have the optimism and still want things to 
be intimate, artistic and beautiful.   
The thing I marvel at the most about the past 
eight years is how little beauty has ever been 
highlighted. You never hear anybody talk about 
music, art, literature or theater; there’s no ref-
erence to it from our government. It’s just this 
nasty, vindictive point of view that has per-
meated the whole planet. People want to be 
lifted out of that. We wanna go back to having 
some good times, and good times doesn’t mean 
spending a lot of money, good times means 
hanging out with people and doing things that 
are uplifting intellectually and spiritually, hav-
ing a good laugh, a good meal and doing some-
thing that’s more intelligent than all this.
 AM: Along with all of the intelligent ban-
ter, you always love to poke fun at the more 
banal … pop-culture icons of the time. What 
are you obsessed with today?
 SB: I love to watch [lesbian TV and radio 
talk-show host] Rachel Maddow and get my 
mind filled with all this information and then 
watch [fashion stylist] Rachel Zoe and have it 
sucked out. I still keep my finger on the pulse 
as much as I can bear. Rachel Maddow is now 
my official hero. She’s so right for the times. I 
love it when she and Pat Buchanan have a dia-
logue because I think they actually like each 
other.
 AM: i do, too.
 SB: She’s so cute with him and he’s oddly 
cute with her. Do I like Pat Buchanan? No. But 
in that circumstance it is pretty entertaining. 
 AM: [it’s] the liberal lesbian sitting next 
to the archconservative christian, and they 

seem like father and daughter. She’s not 
gonna change him [and] he’s not gonna 
change her, but they live and let live and 
talk.
 SB: Exactly. Sometimes he actually does 
agree, though; I’ve seen him be more open. 
I don’t think he likes John McCain, so I don’t 
think it’s like a big stretch for him to have to 
fake it. All these old farts think Palin’s hot. 
This is their sick little trip.
 AM: instead of a MilF, she’s a PilF: “Poli-
tician i’d like to Fuck.”
 SB: That’s brilliant!
 AM: Take it, it’s yours. Use it onstage at 
Steppenwolf.
 SB: Well, she ain’t one I’d want to.
 AM: What else is on your plate?
 SB: I’ve written yet another scripted TV show 
with a fabulous actress/writer: Angelica Torn, 
whose father is Rip Torn. Rip’s playing my fa-
ther, and a couple of producers are both very 
interested. We’ll pitch it to all the various cable 
outlets. So hold a good thought.
 I just shot an independent film. It’s a youth-
ful cast; not that I’m not youthful, but I play 
this young kids’ therapist. Hopefully, it will be 
at Sundance. I’m just working on television and 
film stuff trying to get back in the game. It’s 
been tough. The strike shut everything down, 
so it’s really been a bitch.
 AM: Are you thinking about writing an-
other book? 
 SB: I don’t think people buy books that much 
anymore. There’s so much blogging, [and] to 
sit and discipline myself with a book [is] not 
like my favorite thing to do. I have material for 
another book but, honestly, I don’t have it in 
me right now.
 AM: Be a quarterly co-host with me on 
the podcast. Then you can just talk about 
whatever the hell happened to you the night 
before.
 SB: Well, certainly we could do it once in a 
while. I don’t know why not.
 AM: i call, hit “record” and we talk about 
whatever is goin’ on.
 SB: That might be a nice outlet for me, so 
you know what? We’ll connect. 
 AM: Groovy! i love it! 
 SB: Wish your grandmother a happy birthday 
and we’ll do some more talking, okay?
 AM: That would rock.
 don’t miss A very Sandra Bernhard Hallow-
een Oct. 27 at Steppenwolf theatre, 1650 n. 
Halsted, at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. For tickets, 
visit Steppenwolf.org or call 312-335-1650. 
Also, listen to the whole interview at www.
windycityqueercast.com (and maybe soon 
Sandra will be co-hosting).

BERNHARD from page 11

Were the
World Mine.

The cast of Noah’s Arc: Jumping the Broom.
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FOR SALE

OUT OF TOwn
cONdO SOUTH HAvEN, MicH 3BR/3BA: Sharp 1-1/2 
story unit best location steps to beach, finest owner 
care. $439,000 call Genie for listing info, pics, map. 
HomeFinders Realty 269-637-3775 homefinderssh@
comcast.net (09/03/08-4)

FABUlOUS HARBOR cOUNTRy cOTTAGE: Near Down-
town New Buffalo. Hand crafted Arts and Crafts cottage. 
2 Bdrm w/ Studio. Private retreat. Please contact for 
details and photos. 602-295-8331 traveleer@mac.
com for photos (9/03/08-8)

NEW BUFFAlO BlOWOUT SAlE WAldEN WOOdS!: Four 
remaining cottages reduced to less than cost. Buy as 
is and finish yourself or we will finish. Custom built, 
charming, and private with upscale ammenities. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, all cedar with huge screened porches. 
Reduced $55,000 to $345,000. call Sue/Joe @GPS 
Realty 269-469-3700. (2/27/08-4)

ONE HOUR dRivE FROM dOWNTOWN cHicAGO - 
laPORTE, iN: Great home on quiet lake in Laporte. This 
house has been professionally painted through out, 
with the kitchen having its own unique decorative look. 
It includes one of a kind concrete counter top on cabi-
nets. There is even a custom-made faux-patina copper 
top on bar area. Hardwood floors on main level were 
ones pulled from a 100 year old building in Chicago. 
New carpeting has also been installed during the last 
few months on second level. The great room includes 
a wood-burning fireplace surrounded by built-in book 
cases. The master bedroom area has oversized cedar-

lined closets with fantastic views of the lake. The mas-
ter bath is Travertine marble with a large jetted tub and 
the main bath is custom ceramic tile. The exterior of the 
home offers seclusion, custom made deck area and your 
own fire pit to enjoy on fall nights. Some of the other 
fine features of this home include hardwood French co-
lonial doors on the interior, second floor laundry area, 
and slate foyer. $249,900. tommy Sunn, century 21 
1st Team, inc. 219-575-0881 www.tommysunn21.
com (3/12/08)

GREAT iNvESTMENT OPPORTUNiTy! lAkE GENEvA WiS-
cONSiN: Approximately 1 acre property. Vintage brick 
Victorian. Approximately 2,700 Sq. ft with luxury guest 
house. 2.5 new garage, 1 vintage garage. Totally updat-
ed. 2 blocks from lake, 4 blocks from downtown. Many 
uses, business zoning. Now used as B&B. $649,000 
for sale by owner. call toll free 1-877-249-0632. 
(3/26/08-4)

HOUSeS
EvANSTON NEW cONSTRUcTiON: Two New Construction 
Homes. High-end Finishes, Gourmet Kitchen, 
Hardwood Floors, Rooftop terrace, and Master Suite 
with Balcony. Four Bedrooms, 3 full & 2 Half Baths. 
Heated attached Garage. Short walk to Central street 
shopping & Metra train. Great opportunity to customize. 
799,000/750,000 call Jamie @ 773-875-7962 
or view at: www.chicagoironmanproperties.com 
(10/08/08-4)

COnDO
OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 28TH ANd OcTOBER 19TH!: 
3bd/2bth Lakeview Loft – 1601 W School #303: 
Complete rehab w/high-end finishes, 16ft ceilings, 
corner unit w/tons of sunlight, fabulous 625 sqrft 
private deck off living room. Garage Parking included. 
call karen, Rubloff, 312-933-0370 or visit www.
chicagorealestateliving.com (10/08/08-4)

HOME FOR THE HOlidAyS: $135,000 - below market for 
quick sale! Not your usual “English Garden” condo! This 
1-bed loft-style unit in Rogers Park features chestnut 
hw fls, exp. brick in l/r and b/r, c/t bath w/terrazo fl, 
new granite/stainless kit, recessed lighting, 3 closets 
+ storage. For more info contact Nina Gaspich, c-21 
Sussex & Reilly, 773-255-1294, ngaspich@srchi-
cago.com. (09/17/08-1)

EdGEWATER PENTHOUSE FOR SAlE: 2BR/2BA 5855 N. 
Sheridan - Highly desirable 26th Floor penthouse unit, 
most exclusive tier in building “A” W/views of lake, 
beach, and skyline from 3 private balconies. SS Appl 
kitchen, braz cherry floors, granite bathrooms, custom 
paint and lighting - turn key condo - steps to beach! 
Priced to move at $384,750, includes 1 parking 
spot and 1 year of free assessments! Please call 
847-833-.4955 to set up a private showing...you 
will not be disappointed. (09/17/08-4)

34tH-FlOOR EDGEWAtER StUDIO: Spectacular west 
view, floor-to-ceiling windows. Hardwood floors. 
Front door access to Loop express bus. Short walk to 
L. Back door access to park, beaches. $128,900. call 
312-206-9709 (09/17/08-4)

FOR RENT

STUDIO
1332 W. HOOd AvE. - EdGEWATER STUdiO:  Sunny re-
modeled studio with all utilities included. Laundry in 
building. Close to trans. & shopping. FALL SPECIAL: 
One Month Free! Credit check required. $595/mo w/ 
no dep. call 773-392-4550. www.landstarrealty.com 
(10/29/08-2) 

One BeDROOM
1525 W. ESTES AvE - ROGERS PARk 1BR:  Sunny 1BR 
with HWF & heat included. Laundry in building. Close 
to lake & transportation. FALL SPECIAL: 1 Month Free! 
Avail. December. Credit check required. $650/mo w/ 
no dep.  773-392-4550. www.landstarrealty.com. 
(10/29/08-4)

TwO BeDROOM
2 BR/ WickER PARk:  Sunny, heated, six room apt in 
West Wicker Park. Newly rehabbed. Walk to Blue Line, 
dining, nightlife. $1,250/ mo. 773-772-5479 (if 
leaving message, please repeat name and number. 
(10/15/08-2)

THRee BeDROOM
3 BR 2 BA EdGEWATER:  1279 West Early (Hollywood/
Ridge), 2nd floor unit in Victorian 2 flat with own cen-
tral air/heat, dishwasher, washer/dryer in unit. Tenant 
pays utilities. Walk to red line, bus, shopping, lakefront. 
$1,500/ mo plus deposit. call 773-944-9150. Own-
er-occupied licensed il realtor. (10/22/08-4)

REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIEDS
ADveRTISe HeRe
AdvERTiSE HERE: Want to advertise your product, 
service, etc. to thousands of readers? Place an ad in the 
Windy City Times! We offer affordable rates, convenient 
service, and as a bonus, your ad runs in our online 
section for free. To place an ad, contact cynthia at 
773-871-7610, cynthia@windycitymediagroup.com, 
or go to our website www.WindycityMediaGroup.
com.

CLeAnInG SeRvICeS
cHESTNUT clEANiNG SERvicES: We’re a house cleaning 
service for homes, small businesses and small buildings. 
We also have fabulous organizational skills (a separate 
function at a separate cost that utilizes your assis-
tance) for what hasn’t been cleaned in many months 
or years due to long-term illness, depression, physical/
mental challenges, for the elderly, if you have down-
sized and more. Depressed about going home to chaos? 
We can organize your chaos, straighten out your chaos, 
help you make sense of your chaos and finally clean 
what is no longer chaos. can we help you? Bonded and 
insured. chestnut cleaning Service: 312-332-5575 
(5/24/09-tk)

SWEPT AWAy: Best for your clean house. Long term ex-
perience. Honest and reliable. We take a great pride in 
customer satisfaction. As well as punctual, we are very 
thorough and have an attention to detail. call camille 
773-577-6074 (10/22/08-2)

COUnSeLInG
licENSEd PSycHOTHERAPy: 20 years experience 
providing counseling and clinical hypnotherapy. I 
specialize in relationship issues, childhood trauma, and 
recurrent patterns that inhibit potential. Individuals 
and couples. Starla Sholl, lcSW, Pc, 773.878.5809, 
info@starlasholl.com  www.starlasholl.com. 

SUPPORTivE cOUNSEliNG FOR lGBTQ iNdividUAlS: 
Supportive, insight-oriented counseling for LGBTQ 
individuals and couples. Treatment of depression, 
anxiety, relationship challenges, self-esteem issues, 
and substance abuse. Downtown loop location. 
773-788-6151 www.dr-warner.com (12/03/08-12)

SERviNG THE lGBTQ cOMMUNiTy: Safe, supportive, 
affirming, psychotherapy for individuals, couples, and 
families dealing with depression, anxiety, relationship/
family conflicts, trauma, abuse, and addictions. We 
can work together to help you achieve the satisfying 
relationships and better quality of life that you’ve 
been looking for.  Andersonville/Rogers Park/Park 
Ridge.  call Jackie or linda at 773-275-7710. www.
jacquelynsinger.com (8/05/09-52)

FITneSS
PERSONAl TRAiNER: Rachel Lavin, M. A. Realize your 
goals through 12 week success programs. Lose weight, 
get in shape and be the best you can be. 773-251-7874 
(PP1/08/09PP)

HeLp wAnTeD
WEdNESdAy MORNiNG NEWSPAPER dElivERy: Four 
hours, $56. Must have car and insurance. Please call 
Jean at 773-871-7610. 

HOME BASE BUSiNESS! MONEy! TRAvEl! ANd 
FiNANciAl FREEdOM!: Over $ 15,000 in FREE Lifetime 
Luxury Vacations! Earn $ 1,000 to $ 3,000 commission 
per sale as a director. For more information call 
219-221-6264 Start today! (10/22/08-13)

SEEkiNG A TAlENTEd FREElANcE WRiTER ANd/
OR PHOTOJOURNAliST: Who is eager to write (and 
photograph) about gay-friendly and gay-related topics, 
issues, events, restaurants, bars, organizations, plays, 
nightclubs, cafes, etc for weekday, weekend and single 
assignments in and around the Chicago, IL area. 
Email a short list of experience along with contact 
information to  matt@meefers.com. (10/15/08-4)

HOME HEAlTH AGENcy diREcTOR (FUll TiME) OPEN 
FOR HiRiNG: In Home Services is in need of a leader 
who is dedicated and has the passion to serve seniors 
in our community. Please contact iris Santiago, 
HR, at 847 551 9031 or visit our website: www.
inhomeservicesinc.com. (10/15/08-4)

InTeRpReTeR
FOR yOUR AMERicAN SiGN lANGUAGE/ENGliSH 
iNTERPRETiNG NEEdS: To consult with you or your 
company with your ADA needs. diana Thorpe ci/
cT/Nic Master, Nationally certified interpreter, 
773-401-1339, or e-mail thorpe2001@aol.com 
[P-TB]

MASSAGe THeRApY
POWER MASSAGE: Deep, strong, and rejuvenating 
with lean muscular athlete.  In calls and house calls 
with table.  Late hours ok.  Convenient location.  
Relocated practice from NYC.  Treat yourself.  www.
PowerMassagechicago.com.  Marc, 312-440-1972.  
(PP4/15/09PP)

yOU OWE iT TO yOURSElF!: Experience the therapeu-
tic benefits of deep tissue/wellness massage by a li-
censed GBM professional.  Relieve stress, feel better! 
Non-sexual. South Shore Area.  In, $65/hr. or $85/1.5 
hrs.; out, add $20. 773-933-7219 or 773-576-4659. 
(PP2/19/09PP)

HEAliNG dANcE OF TOUcH!: Healing Dance of Touch! 
will give you a very relaxing, therapeutic, full-body 
massage. Take care of yourself. call tim 773-368-9798 
for appointment. $55/hr. longer sessions available. 
(11/26/08-8)

pHOTOGRApHY
PORTRAiTS MAkE GREAT HOlidAy GiFTS Portraits. 
Nudes. Figurative. Headshots. Color. B&W. 25 years 

experience. “I’ll work with you to get the shots that 
are just right.” Info: 312-260-7935. Website: www.
morrowphoto.com. (2/11/09-28)

SpIRITUALITY 

TRAveL
GAy PUERTO vAllARTA: 1 of the top 10 gay vacation 
spots in the world.  Gay owned,  vacation rental 
Homes and Condos, just above the Gay Beach. 
www.vacationinpuertovallarta.com and www.
homerentalspv.com, MrJHill@aol.com. (10/15/08-4)

NEW BUFFAlO: Enjoy 2 or 3 bedroom cottages, 5 
blocks from the lake. Full kitchens, central air, decks; 
all linens and dinnerware supplied. check out www.
envoytravel.com/envoyresorts.htm, call Envoy Travel 
312-787-2400 or 800-44-EnvOY. (S)

wInDOw TReATMenTS
WONdERiNG WHAT TO dO WiTH THOSE WiNdOWS?:  
Call me! I take care of it all from design through instal-
lation, customizing to your needs. JOSEPH RICE Inte-
riors, Inc. Full Decorating Services with a specialty in 
window treatments for over 24 years. 773-273-2361.  
(12/31/08-sk)

FEEL THE 
BEAT

nnightspots
pick it up, take it home
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Jack Wrangler:
Gay’s ‘Anatomy’
By ANdREW dAviS
               
To say that Jack Wrangler’s life is a little in-
teresting is like saying that the U.S. economy 
is in a little trouble. A hunky man with blonde 
hair, blue eyes and an eye-catching physique, 
Wrangler became known as the king of ‘70s gay 
porn—and entranced many by coming across as 
an intelligent stud. Then, the out entertainer did 
something almost no one ever did: He conquered 
the world of straight porn as well. And, to top 
it off, in real life he married 55-year-old singer 
Margaret Whiting when he was 33.
 All of this (and more) are recounted in Wran-
gler: Anatomy of an Icon, out Tuesday, Oct. 28, 
on DVD on TLA Video ($19.99). In an interview 
with Windy City Times, Wrangler discussed sev-
eral aspects of his unconventional life.
 Windy city Times: i have to be honest with 
you, Jack. i hadn’t heard of you before i re-
ceived the dvd—but you certainly have lived 
one interesting life.
 Jack Wrangler: It’s like this prism; everytime 
you turn it around and look at it, something new 
comes up. I’m very grateful for everything. I feel 
like I did something wonderful in some other 
life.
 WcT: When you saw the documentary, were 
you surprised by anything?
 JW: My deal with the filmmaker was that I 
would provide the material that I had, and that I 
would stay away while the film was being made. 
The film is not me, it’s the director’s [view]; he 
could’ve made 10 films from the material he had. 
So when I saw the whole thing, it was a surprise. 
Thank God my wife was pleased. One of the [rea-
sons] I wanted to do this film was to clear things 
up and get rid of any misunderstandings.
 WcT: you said at one point in the film that 
the transition from your upper-class back-
ground to porn made sense at the time. What 
did you mean by that?
 JW: Gee—nothing made any sense to me. 

There was like this carrot in front of my nose, 
taking me different places. I never knew where 
I was going to go. I [actually] don’t think that 
[porn] was a perfectly natural thing to do. I just 
went from one thing to the other.
 WcT: At one point in your life, you lived in 
the chicagoland area. What was the chicago 
theater scene like?
 JW: I went to Northwestern University, and 
lived in Evanston. I loved Chicago; I loved that 
I could go to school and work professionally in 
the theater in the evenings. There was studying, 
and there was working in the real world.
 WcT: i laughed at the point in the movie 
where you talked about being in New york 
city [moving there from chicago], and how 
gritty it was.
 JW: Oh, Jesus, it was the grossest thing I’d 
ever seen in my life! I once saw a rat the size of 
a lumberjack. [Interviewer laughs.] I said, “That’s 
it for me, brother. I’ve had it!” It was disgusting 
there. I don’t know if it’s gotten much better.
 There used to be something mystical about 
New York City, though. I don’t know if that’s true 
anymore.
 WcT: i’m going to fast-forward to california, 

because that’s where you lived your formative 
years, if you will.
 JW: Yes, I did. [Beverly Hills] was an amaz-
ing city. There was a bridle path down Rodeo 
Drive where you could ride a horse. Everybody 
knew everybody else [growing up]. It was a 
small town—and quite different than it is now. 
I don’t even recognize it now. Before, it wasn’t 
particularly ostentatious; it wasn’t a neon sign 
like it is now. 
 WcT: do you remember the first porn movie 
you did?
 JW: [Pauses] It was a 15-minute thing on a 
ranch with me and this other guy. I just remem-
ber it being awfully early in the morning, and I 
remember that it was uncomfortable—and that 
the fence [he sat on] was really uncomfortable.
 They wanted to do everything outdoors. They 
would have me as a window washer or throw me 
into a swamp.
 WcT: it seems, according to the documen-
tary, that you were the first butch role model, 
if you will, for a lot of people.
 JW: If you reflect enough, you find anything 
that’s worth salvation. [Laughs] It’s been long 
enough that I was one of the first guys doing 
this sort of thing. It was liberating at the time. 
I don’t know how great it was.
 WcT: i think it was.
 JW: Great. Keep that attitude. [Laughs]
 WcT: i will. you became so popular that you 
had a line of products named after you.
 JW: Yeah. I had the Jack Pack, which was [a 
sleeve] you blew up, and when put your thing 
in it using Jack Cream, which was “Ph-balanced 
and vitamin-enriched.” And there’s a brochure of 
me showing you how to use it. [Both laugh.] It 
was really cute.
 I have very little of that stuff left. They took 
it all back. I never got to keep anything.
 WcT: i want to talk a little about your mar-
riage. How long have you been [together]?
 JW: Thirty-five years. She’s quite a dame. She’s 
really fun; we have a lot of fun together.
 WcT: At first, it seemed to me that you ad-
mired her a lot. When did you realize that you 
were in love with her?
 JW: Oh—the first night I saw her. I was stay-
ing out in Staten Island, doing one-man shows. I 
remember that I went to this restaurant and met 

Margaret; on the way back, I thought, “I could 
fall in love with this woman,” and I thought I 
was out of my mind. It made no sense to me–but 
I just did [fall in love].
 WcT: So, what do you consider your sexual 
orientation to be?
 JW: Gay—oh, completely gay. I told her that 
in the beginning: “I’m not bisexual or straight. 
I’m completely gay.” I just couldn’t live the gay 
lifestyle; it’s too hard to live. I’m very competi-
tive, and with two guys having the same kind of 
thoughts, it’ll always be too hard for me. With 
a woman, there are different kinds of challenges 
because [women] come from a different place. 
Your interactions [with women] are always going 
to be surprising and different, whereas with a 
guy it’s one-on-one. It was just too hard; I tried 
it.
 WcT: Ok. i’m just trying to understand the 
mechanics of it.
 JW: Well, it’s not about sex; it’s about having 
a life together. 
 WcT: i just think that some people would 
need an outlet, of sorts.
 JW: We went to the same elementary school. 
We lived three blocks away from each other. We 
went to the same high school. We have extreme-
ly parallel lives.
 The first year we were together I messed up, 
to say the least. After that, I decided that I was 
really good at masturbation. I figured that if I 
could do it on-screen, I could do it off-screen 
pretty well, too, and have a perfectly fine sex 
life.
 WcT: How much of a psychological adjust-
ment was it to do straight porn?
 JW: Oh, it was terrifying. I had to do it, be-
cause that was my competitive side talking. I 
felt that if the top guy in the X-rated industry 
couldn’t do it, there was no point in doing it. 
Then, on top of all that, in the first movie I had 
to wait until the end of the day to do the [sex] 
scene. I had this reputation of being so reliable 
that they forgot that this was a different milieu. 
[Laughs] 
 See www.myspace.com/wranglermovie and 
www.tlavideo.com for more.
 See www.WindycityMediaGroup.com to read 
the entire interview.

Jack Wrangler in the 1970s.
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BOOK REVIEW

So Many Ways
to Sleep Badly
Written by Mattilda 
Bernstein Sycamore
$15.95; City Lights Publishing; 
246 pages
REviEW By yASMiN NAiR

Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore’s brilliant new nov-
el, So Many Ways to Sleep Badly, is either about 
the end of queer politics or its beginning. It’s 
either a record of how dismal the contemporary 
gay movement has become with its relentless 
pursuit of assimilation or about the possibil-
ity for a politics that challenges the same. But 
mostly, it’s about a character named Mattilda 
who lives in San Francisco, turns tricks, protests 
the mainstreaming of gay politics and our wars, 
calls shoplifting “bargain shopping” and lives 
with mice she can’t bear to kill. 
 Willie Brown, a former mayor of San Francisco, 
once intoned with raw heartlessness, “If you 
can’t afford to live in San Francisco, you should 
leave.” San Francisco’s reputation as a gay Mecca 
was cemented in 2003 when current Mayor Gavin 
Newsom granted gay-marriage licenses. Thou-
sands of gay couples see him as their friend. 
But, as activist groups like Gay Shame (of which 
our heroine is a member) have shown, Newsom’s 

political ascendancy came through anti-home-
less policies like his 2002 initiative Care Not 
Cash, which cut homeless people’s allowances 
from $322 to $59 a month. The feel-good lib-
eral politics of “marriage equality” shields the 
effects of gentrification.
 Sycamore and her friends can barely afford to 

live here, but they persist. They keep relentlessly 
protesting gentrification and the war, and keep 
getting arrested and beaten for their actions. 
Sycamore seems addicted to the city. When a 
friend announces he might move to New York 
(all pronouns are indeterminate), she’s stunned: 
“Zan says he’s moving to New York, a vortex 
opened up after 9-11 and people finally treat 
each other well, all these amazing things are 
happening. Is she doing drugs?” 
 Life in Sycamore’s apartment is in perpetual 
chaos, and she lives with mice and roaches with 
whom she’s reached an uneasy accord. On the 
roaches, she writes, “I see them crawling out 
of my speakers and unfurling dangerous flags, 
one of them grows so big it takes up half the 
kitchen, excuse me I need to do the dishes.” 
Her body keeps betraying her with pain; her 
migraines hurt; and the news on television and 
radio makes her physically sick: “There’s another 
anti-war demo on Saturday and I’m feeling the 
new P’n’P: powerless and paranoid.” Even in the 
midst of a perpetual meltdown, she transmits 
the absurdity and hope and agony of the world 
around her with astonishing clarity.
 NPR plays constantly here, its innocuous bits 
and pieces forming the soundtrack to these 
strange times: “On NPR they’re interviewing 
the woman who invented new ways to slaugh-
ter cows. She knows how they feel, which … 
means they’re happy. She’s autistic, once she 
was incapacitated but now she’s a success story: 

every day she gets up to perfect the methods 
of murder.” This is the (neo)liberal world where 
understanding and knowing how it must feel to 
die makes up for the killing. 
 Can Sycamore survive? Are things reaching a 
breaking point? Her friend Ralowe calls about 
what feels like the end of a friendship: “I used 
to feel like Benjamin and I could have these 
conversations about race and identity and living 
in the world. I felt like we had this closeness be-
cause we’ve experienced trauma and alienation 
in similar ways and now she’s telling me that 
never happened…” This is personal, yes, but it’s 
also about the possible death of political con-
nection. So Many Ways could be a preachy tome 
about San Francisco but it’s instead an effortless 
and very funny sashay into the depths of a city 
that doesn’t bother reconciling its contradic-
tions.
 This is neither a hopeful book nor a pessi-
mistic one; it’s an exhilarating one. You could 
leave feeling frightened by the vision of a sexy 
gay world that pays no heed to the destruction 
around it. Or you could exult, as I do, in the 
revelations offered here. 
 Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore will appear in 
chicago Tuesday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Bookslut Reading Series at Hopleaf (second 
floor) at 5148 n. clark; and Wed., Oct. 29, at 
7:30 p.m. at Women & children First, 5233 N. 
clark.

See our online calendar: www.windycitymediagroup.com/calendar

Alderman Sandi Jackson will be the keynote 
speaker at the Youth Pride Center’s 5-Year 
Anniversary Banquet at the Marmon Grand, 
2230 S. Michigan.

WHAT TO DO?
Wednesday, Oct. 22
center on Halsted Town Hall Forum. 

5:15-7:45 p.m., free, 3656 N. Halsted 
St., www.centeronhalsted.org

chicago Prime Timers Book Group. This 
month: Call Me By Your Name By Andree 
Aciman. 7:30-9 p.m., 3656 N. Halsted 
St., www.centeronhalsted.org

columbia college chicago Homotopia 
film screening and public lecture. The 
film chronicles a group of radical queer 
youth. 7 p.m., free, Furguson Theater, 
600 S. Michigan Ave.

Uncommon Ground 4 Women Only se-
ries. Each Wednesday, four female per-
formers showcase their talents. 9 p.m., 
1401 W. Devon, 773-465-9801

University of illinois at chicago LGBT 
Heritage Month event: “All Sexual Mi-
nority Women are Not Equal: Alcohol 
Use and Mental Health Risk Factors.” 
Noon-1:30 p.m., Room 145, UIC Col-
lege of Nursing, 845 S. Damen Ave., 
www.glbc.uic.edu or 312-413-8619

youth Pride center 5 Year Anniversary 
Banquet. Keynote speaker: Alderman 
Sandi Jackson. 7 p.m., $25 in advance, 
Marmon Grand, 773-573-8745 for more 
info

Thursday, Oct. 23
chicago Area Gay and lesbian chamber 

of commerce Mix & Mingle wine tast-
ing event. 6-9 p.m., $20 members/$30 
non-members, Lush Wine and Spirits, 
2232 W. Roscoe

Gerber/Hart library One Book, One 
Chicago discussion of Tom Wolfe’s The 
Right Stuff. 7 p.m., 1127 W. Granville 
Ave., 773-381-8030, info@gerberhart.
org

lillian Rune Wellness center Com-
ing out of marriage group for women 
who have been in heterosexual rela-
tionships/marriage but are question-
ing their sexuality. 7 p.m., alternat-
ing Thursdays through the end of the 
year, info at www.lillianrun.com or 
708-535-9325

loyola University chicago The Real 
World’s Dan Renzi presents “The (Un)
ordinary Story of a Gay Guy” as part 
of LGBTQA Awareness month. 8 p.m., 
Finnegan Auditorium, www.luc.edu/

diversity/LGBTQA_Awareness_Month.
shtml

Outdanced Stardust Presidential Party. 
Berlin, 954 W. Belmont.

Women and children First Bookstore 
Reading of Greyhounds by contributor 
Yvonne Zipter and photographer Bar-
bara Karant. 7 p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., 
www.womenandchildrenfirst.com

Friday, Oct. 24
chicago cake 2 Year Anniversary Party 

with comedy by Ashley Thornton, mu-
sic by Ripley Caine and DJ SKY. 9 p.m., 
$5 cover, Red Line Tap, 7006 N. Glen-
wood

congregation Or chadash Shabbat Ser-
vices every Friday at Chicago’s GLBT 
synagogue. 8 p.m., 5959 N. Sheridan 
Rd. (Emanuel Congregation building), 
773-271-2148 or office@OrChadash.
org. See www.OrChadash.org for details 
and other programs. 

leather Archives & Museum New G.A. 
Gallery Show “_ask,” which celebrates 
teh mask and its ability to transform 
the wearer. Opening reception. Runs 
through Jan. 9. 6-9 p.m., $5 admis-
sion for non-members, www.leather-
archives.org

Metal Shaker Gay artist travis performs 
with ONO and Mistress Velvet. 10 p.m., 
2294 N. Milwaukee

Saturday, Oct. 25
cG Jung institute of chicago Those Sexy 

Episcopalians: Sex, Homo-Sex and the 
Spiritual Life with Stephen Martz. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., $95, $80 pre-registration, 
$40 students, 203 N. Wabash, Suite 
1618, register at www.jungchicago.org

chicago lesbian Brunch Group Murder 
at the Art Museum Scavenger Hunt. 2 
p.m., Art Institute of Chicago, 111 S. 
Michigan Ave., pphd1226@yahoo.com, 
http://gaypros.meetup.com/283

Windy city Rollers All-Stars vs. Carolina 
Rollergirls All-Stars (Fan Appreciation 
Night). 6 p.m. doors, 7 p.m. game, 
$20 general admission in advance or 
at door, $40 VIP, UIC Pavilion, 235 S. 
Racine Ave.

Sunday, Oct. 26
Good Shepard church in Romeoville 

Free screening of “For the Bible Tells 
Me So.” 2 p.m., Lukancic Middle 
School, 725 Normantown Rd., Rome-
oville, RSVP at www.welcome432.org 
or 815-886-4354

Packer Schopf Gallery Clive Barker will 
be in attendance (2-5 p.m.) during a 
one-day exhibition of his work. 1-7 
p.m., 943 W. Lake St., www.packergal-
lery.com

velvet Rope House of Homopalooza and 
Elegant Touch Entertainment’s Sunday 
weekly showcase. Showtime at 9 p.m., 
$5 cover, 728 W. Lake St. in Oak Park

Windy city Gay Naturists M2M 
Group Massage. 5:30 p.m., free $12 
members/$15 guests, BYO towel, RSVP 
773-764-1204

Windy city Media Group Gays Got Talent 
contest (dance, comedy, magic, imper-
sonation, drag, burlesque, music and 
more). 7 p.m. sign up, 8 p.m. start, 
$5 cover, $10 sign up for talent, $100 
to winner with most votes at each bar, 
Star Gaze, 5419 N. Clark St.

Monday, Oct. 27 
Steppenwolf A Sandra Bernhard Hallow-

een. Two performances. Part of Step-
penwolf’s Traffic Series. 7 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m., $60 for 7 p.m. and $50 for 9:30 
p.m., Steppenwolf Downstairs Theatre, 
1650 N. Halsted St., 312-335-1650, 
www.steppenwolf.org

Tuesday, Oct. 28
Equality illinois Night of 100 Drag 

Queens. And Oct. 29. 7 p.m.-midnight, 
Sidetrack, 3349 N. Halsted St., online 
ticketing begins in September, www.
eqil.org

University of illinois at chicago LGBT 
Heritage Month event: “Gender Chang-
ing for the Non-Faint-of-Heart.” 3-4:30 
p.m., Private Dining Room A, Universi-
ty of Illinois Medical Center at Chicago, 
1740 W. Taylor St., www.glbc.uic.edu or 
312-413-8619

Urban care Chicago OUTmusic Queer 
Open Mic. 7:30-9 p.m., 1467 W. Irving 
Park, www.urbancafechicago.com

Women and children First Bookstore 
Reading of The Prudent Mariner by Les-
lie Walker Williams. 7:30 p.m., 5233 N. 
Clark St., www.womenandchildrenfirst.
com

Wednesday, Oct. 29
Uncommon Ground 4 Women Only se-

ries. Each Wednesday, four female per-
formers showcase their talents. 9 p.m., 
1401 W. Devon, 773-465-9801

Women and children First Bookstore 
Reading of So Many Ways to Sleep 
Badly by Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore. 
7:30 p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., www.
womenandchildrenfirst.com

Thursday, Oct. 30
Women and children First Bookstore 

Reading of Nature Ethics: An Ecofemi-
nist Perspective by Marti Kheel. 7:30 
p.m., 5233 N. Clark St., www.wom-
enandchildrenfirst.com

Friday, Oct. 31
chicago Foundation for Women 23rd 

Annual Luncheon & Symposium. Key-
note speaker: Denyce Graves. McCor-
mick Place, info at www.cfw.org

congregation Or chadash Shabbat Ser-
vices every Friday at Chicago’s GLBT 
synagogue. 8 p.m., 5959 N. Sheridan 
Rd. (Emanuel Congregation building), 
773-271-2148 or office@OrChadash.
org. See www.OrChadash.org for details 
and other programs. 

lake view citizens’ council Northalsted 
Halloween Parade, a costume contest 
for kids, pets, adults and groups. 
Theme: “Franken Rat.” 7 p.m. step off 
from Melrose and Halsted to Brompton, 
before returning south to Halsted and 
Roscoe, free registration 5:30 p.m. at 
Spin (800 W. Belmont), www.lakeview-
citizens.org/halloween.asp

Saturday, Nov. 1
chicago lesbian Brunch Group Fall Hike 

at Starved Rock State Park. 10:30 a.m., 
Visitor Center at SR-71 & Illinois Route 
178 in Oglesby, Ill., pphd1226@yahoo.
com, http://gaypros.meetup.com/283

Wed., Oct. 22

Sunday, Oct. 26

ACTION JACKSON

Out horrormeister/artist clive Barker will 
attend an exhibition of his paintings at 
Packer Schopf Gallery, 943 W. Lake.

Photo by Andrew Davis
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MOVIE SPECIAL

Out screenwriter 
brings Milk biopic to 
the big screen
By lARRy NicHOlS,
GAy HiSTORy PROJEcT

Harvey Milk, one of the pivotal figures in the 
gay-rights movement, will soon have his bril-
liant but too-short life and career depicted on 
the big screen.
 Milk was the first openly gay man elected to 
public office when he became a city supervisor 
in San Francisco in 1978. The city’s gay-rights 
ordinance, passed that year, was among his 
many achievements.
 (Although Milk was the first out gay man 
elected, he was not the first openly gay elected 
official: Kathy Kozachenko won a seat on Ann 
Arbor’s City Council in January 1974 and, later 
that year, Elaine Noble was elected to the Mas-
sachusetts House of Representatives.)
 Less than a year after he was elected, Milk, 
along with Mayor George Moscone, was assas-
sinated by former city supervisor Dan White.
 Milk, due for release on Nov. 26, was writ-
ten by out screenwriter and executive producer 
Dustin Lance Black, directed by Gus Van Sant 
and stars Academy Award-winning actor Sean 
Penn in the title role.
 Black, who had wanted to make this movie for 
a long time, studied Milk’s life a great deal be-
fore starting to pen the script.
 “There were three years of research traveling 
to San Francisco from Los Angeles, meeting the 
real-life people and doing those interviews be-
fore there was a script,” he said. “The research 
didn’t stop then. We started producing the film 
and as a producer on it, we had to get even 
more exacting on what things looked like and 
where things took place. We were researching all 
through post-production.”
 “Milk” represents a huge leap in Black’s profile 

as a screenwriter. Born in 1979, he grew up in 
a devout Mormon military household in San An-
tonio. After relocating to Salinas, Calif., he fin-
ished high school and became deeply immersed 
in theater, apprenticing with stage directors, 
working on lighting crews and acting. He gradu-
ated UCLA’s School of Theater, Film and Televi-
sion with honors.
 Black soon began directing documentaries, 
commercials and music videos. His documentary 
features led to two years of producing and di-
recting the hit BBC reality series Faking It.
 In 2004, he was drafted for the U.S. television 
series Big Love as a writer and producer, work-
ing with the program for three seasons. He also 
wrote and directed Pedro, profiling the late AIDS 
activist and reality TV star Pedro Zamora, which 
premiered at the 2008 Toronto International 
Film Festival.
 “I prefer to be involved in projects where I 
have a personal connection to whatever the 
story is and the characters are,” Black said of 
his film work. “Because then I can write about 
my experience and get specific enough that I’m 

telling a story that people find original and com-
pelling. That would explain Big Love. I grew up 
Mormon so I was able to help them with those 
stories. Obviously Milk and Pedro had to do with 
growing up gay. So it has to some relation to my 
own biography I suppose.”
 Once Gus Van Sant (Good Will Hunting, My 
Own Private Idaho) signed on to direct Milk, 
Black saw the project gain momentum and found 
the two of them saw virtually eye to eye on their 
vision of the film and the casting.
 “I’m also one of the executive producers of 
the film, so I was there every step of the way,” 
he said. “Ultimately, the decision is Gus’, but I 
can’t think of a single instance where we dis-
agreed. It was very often clear who it should 
be. We went and met Sean [Penn] together. We 
both thought that Sean was the perfect per-
son to bring Harvey to life. I sat through all 
the casting sessions with Gus. Pretty much, we 
knew it when we saw it. [Van Sant] knows the 
story so well too because he had been want-
ing to make it forever. So we both had a strong 
sense of who these people were in real life and I 
think it was important to him that these people 
were portrayed as accurately as possible. Sean 
Penn came in the room and nailed it. It hap-
pened every single time with every role. Even 
in the supporting roles. Alison Pill playing Anne 
Kronenberg—some of the people really embod-
ied these characters. Obviously, Emile Hirsch as 
Cleve Jones … it is really shocking how exact 
his performance was. We would have the real 
Cleve on the set and Emile would start walking 
and talking in character and it was pretty amaz-
ing. You would watch the real Cleve Jones start 
giggling like a schoolgirl because he saw himself 
transported back to 1976.”
 If the trailers for the movie are any indica-
tion, Milk does a fantastic job of transporting 
the audience back to 1970s-era San Francisco, 
where Milk eventually settled after leaving New 
York City.
 “The movie starts in the early 1970s, right as 
Harvey is moving to San Francisco,” Black said. 
“He’s already an adult and lived through quite 
a bit of his life at that point. The story goes 
through to his assassination. So the idea was 
always to tell the story of Harvey Milk. It’s a 
very personal biopic portraying his San Francisco 
years. Hopefully, because the goal was to make 
it an intimate portrait, you find out a lot about 
who the man was before he moved to San Fran-
cisco.”
 Black said that a lot of inspiration and the 
visual aesthetic for the film was drawn from the 
1984 documentary “The Times of Harvey Milk,” 
which went on to win an Academy Award.
 “It is one of the things that I saw out of many 
in my bibliography of research,” Black said. 
“There were about 2,300 sources. It was prob-
ably the third thing I saw or heard about Har-
vey. The first being first-hand stories from some 
of the folks I was working with in the theater 
world up there. Rob Epstein, one of the film-
makers, was incredibly helpful once we started 
making the movie because there is archival foot-
age from the film. Some of it we did source from 
‘The Times of Harvey Milk.’ Others, Rob was very 
helpful in finding stuff that wasn’t in ‘The Times 
of Harvey Milk.’ But certainly that movie help to 
set the stage so that enough people knew the 
story of Harvey Milk and we could get out there 
a pitch about Harvey.”
 The archival footage turned out to also have 
a profound effect on casting: In particular, a 
conservative figurehead should best be left to 
portray herself.
 “That idea started with the inclusion of Anita 
Bryant in the movie,” Black said. “I was con-
cerned as a writer that even if we quoted her di-
rectly into the film, the things she said and the 
way she said them were so outrageous to today’s 
audience that I feared people would think we 
were caricaturing her and that there was no way 
someone could have said the things she said 
and meant. Early on, Gus and I discussed using 
the real footage of Anita and letting Anita play 
herself, because in that way, you never ques-
tion it and we are letting her speak for herself. 

That philosophy sort of blossomed. Gus sort of 
ran with it and decided to include more archival 
footage in the film.”
 Black’s hope is that mainstream audiences will 
see the parallels between the political struggles 
for gay civil rights in 1970s-era California and 
the struggle for gay equality around the country 
today.
 “It’s amazing to see, especially in California, 
right now the gay community is fighting Propo-
sition 8, which would write into the constitu-
tion what the gay community sees as bigotry,” 
he said. “The state Supreme Court said that 
gay marriages must be allowed and recognized. 
Proposition 8 would rewrite the constitution 
saying that it’s illegal. So a big portion of this 
movie is about California exactly 30 years ago 
this November and the gay community fighting 
Proposition 6, which would have make it illegal 
to be gay and teach or work in a public school. 
For Californians, it’s almost literally reminis-
cent.”
 Black added that some might see another par-
allel between Bryant and another former beauty 
queen-turned-outspoken anti-gay right-wing 
mouthpiece.
 “I had a few friends call me up and say, ‘Wow, 
it’s so amazing to see Palin running as vice 
president because she’s beautiful, an ex-beauty 
queen, a mother, well-spoken and there some-
thing about her that is so reminiscent of Anita 
Bryant exactly 30 years ago,” he said. “I think 
some people will pick up on that. I also think 
the gay community has made progress in the 
last 30 years. The pendulum has swung back in 
certain cases but I think kids who are born gay 
and lesbian today are still receiving a message 
that they are less than heterosexual children 
and they have less rights. I still think they re-
main in crisis and are abused, if not physically 
then verbally. The Gay and Lesbian Task Force re-
ported that 26 percent of gay and lesbian youth 
that come out to their families are told to leave 
home. That message is still out there, that they 
are ‘less than.’ I think that was always Harvey’s 
fight: to let the kids out there in these small 
towns know that they are equal to heterosexual 
youth and that they can do wonderful great 
things. So in that way, Harvey’s message is still 
needed and important.”
 Milk may have a Hollywood budget and all of 
the commercial expectations that come with it, 
but Black is more concerned about the cultural 
impact of the film than how many tickets it 
moves at the box office.
 “I’m excited about it right now, about the fact 
that it is getting so much attention in a main-
stream way,” he said. “It’s really a credit to Har-
vey. Thirty-five years ago, he didn’t win political 
power in San Francisco by just courting the gay 
community. He got the really straight commu-
nity. He got the union guys, the teamsters, the 
firemen, the teachers, the seniors, the Chinese 
vote, the Latin vote, and he was able to cross 
over into a wider audience and a very unexpect-
ed audience. To me, it’s a testament to the film 
that it is already starting to cross over in that 
way. Sean is very masterful in bringing Harvey 
back to life on the screen and I think straight 
people are not going to be able to resist him. 
He’s very charming. I’m hopeful that there is 
this anticipation for a film with this message.”
 Black said that he expects gay audiences, es-
pecially the ones keeping a watchful eye on his-
torical narrative, to be just as charmed with the 
movie that he helped craft.
 “I think the people in the Castro will look at 
it with a critical eye,” he said. “I hope they do. 
We worked very hard to be very, very accurate. 
I hope they are surprised at how well we did. I 
think the far right, who aren’t supportive of the 
gay movement, they are going to look at it with 
a real critical eye. But I hope they find some-
thing universal in it.”
 Milk opens Nov. 26 in limited release and in 
wide release Dec. 5. For more information, visit 
www.milkthemovie.com.
 larry Nichols is a Philadelphia-area based 
writer and comedian.
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Sean Penn as Harvey Milk in the biopic.
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